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This is the portrait of a fine man who has done much
for the world and has not benefited by it. Many people

COLONEL OLCOTT.

make money by doing what is silly, but mercantile. He
has the distinction of doing good without gaining anything
out of it.

There are some things this week which supply material
for thought, and it is well perhaps to point out how much
illumination a real knowledge of Spiritualism—by which |
do not mean a mere attendance at seances—throws upon
them. There is, for instance, the Salvation Army at East-
bourne. Their misguided efforts have provoked a riot, and
people seem to be troubled as to the solution of the ques-
tion. Now, if the Salvationists will withdraw there will
be an end of the trouble. Nobody who is sane wants to
be converted by the aid of a banjo or musical instruments,
and if they do, they ought to be stopped. So the East-
bourne people thought, and * hence these tears.” Now, if
people would only believe that what they themselves
believe is not to be forced down the throats of other
people, what an amount of trouble would be saved in this

Occult,
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world ! A knowledge of Spiritualism would lead a man,
even if ho were more than ordinarily ignorant, to know
that one is not saved by what one believes, but by what
one does. If he does wrong he suiters both in this world
and in that which is to come. And did any form of reli-
gion ever preach a better gospel than that?

As a matter of fact, we want a great deal of give and
take in life. The Eastbourne people did not take what
the Salvationists wanted to give them. The same paper
that contains the news of what | have been commenting
upon tells of some shocking deaths by starvation brought
before the coroner of East London at the London Hospital
a few days ago. The child, which was six weeks old, was
attended with every care at the hospital, the mother being
too poor to call in a doctor. The child was less than the
weight of a newly-born baby, and died of starvation. So
much was admitted. The same coroner held a second
inquest on the body of a boy aged four months. The
mother, “ a poverty-stricken looking girl of not more than
twenty years of age, stated that the child had been ill for
two months, was taken to the hospital, and died next day.”
The evidence given was so important that | do not trust
myself to use my own words, but quote direct—

Mary White, the grandmother of the child, deposed that she
lived at the Salvation Army shelter, but since the child was
taken ill she had resided with her daughter in order that the
latter could go out to work.  The Coroner : Do you earn any-
thing ? Witness : Not this last two months. | have been
looking after the baby. Coroner: What does your daughter
earn? Witness: Some days 8d. or 9d., but not every day.
She only does odd jobs for the Jews.

The Coroner : And how much does the husband earn?
Witness : Very little ; he can't get work, though he tries hard.
The Coroner : Does he earn 5s. a week ? Witness : One week
with another he may, sir, but they have 4s. 6d. rent to pay for
one furnished room.  The Coroner : Have they had any fire in
the room? Witness (crying) : Very little, sir. You see there's
not much left after the rent is paid. The Coroner: No. Four
people to keep out of sixpence does not allow much. Witness :
No, sir. It's scarce a cup of tea we have after the rent has
gone. The Coroner: It's a very sad case, and | will try and
help you a bit if you will wait till 1 have finished. Witness
added that the husband got up at three o'clock in the morning to
go in search of work, and if he only earned 4d. he would bring
it home to his wife. He was a good husband, though they
were poor. The child was clean and well cared for. The jury
returned a verdict of death from natural causes.

At the conclusion of the case the coroner mentioned that on
Thursday last he held an inquest on an old man named Sewell,
who died in the Whitechapel Infirmary from starvation. A son
of the deceased gave evidence on that occasion that he had
shared his bit with his father though the young fellow was
half-starved himself. The son refused to enter the workhouse
as long as he could work, and, in consequence of the publica-
tion of the report, he (the coroner) had received various sums
of money and sundry clothing for his benefit.  These he sent
to the lodeiee-house only to find that the son had disappeared.
Whether this was due to a dread of the workhouse or not was
at present a mystery.

Can anything be conceived more disgraceful to the
civilisation and Christianity of this latter end of the nine-
teenth century ? How is it possible that these things can
go on amongst us without those of us who do not suffer
them being ashamed of ourselves? It is idle to say that
we cannot help them. Of course we can, if wo like. But
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we do not like If tho teaching of Spinitualisni and again
! da not moan the metv attendance it a veime had tho
wvag'i'v permoa'od our lives, we should not ilOw thi"

disgrace on common humanity to go on for another day,
If wo thought that this life is oivlv an episode in eternal
existence, | think wo should make a better Use of K At
anv rate, we should protest against .urn body making such
a Ksd n*oo11., | know nothing that seems to mo to be
so well cvl.ulatixl as i. Spiritualism to help a man in this
direction of thought He makes out of Spirituali-m whit
he can: .and he makes out ot life what he can, | here
is the philosophy of our existence But that doos not
relievo us of our duty which wo must discharge in this

world,

| should have to bo as funny as a writer in the « Hailv
Nows"™ which may ! avoid in order to Im aMdivaivy, The
article on which | comment is writ'on, | should think. lde
in tho evenlng,and purports to lie a noticoof a recent copy
of tho"" Proceedings of the So”'iety for Psychical Kosoarch. '
The writer has not taken tho trouble to read that on which
he oommonta, and, if he hid, ho obviously does not under-
stand the subject which ho criticises, A serious attempt to
deal with a subject which might be hoped to enlist any
sympathy is worthy of somo bettor handling- than this.
How much a writer loses by trying to lie funny and cons

ing thereby to Im serious *

I see thrtt the Editor of " Natural Fvool™ timperl.al
buildings, Ludgatecircus, E,CA notices a few words of
mine aUnit the Ivest feed that man may eat, Civilisation
has a great deal to answer for, We are so over driven, so
nervously overstrung, that life is not easy, Oh ' for the
days of tim yeoman wlm lived with his cattle and was eon
tent, And yet—o.i! not, Wo have reached a higher
sphere and hhv inadequately adapted to our surreundings,
Hence sickness and nwAnise, The machine must he kept
working : so much is clear, How best to do it1 Is it
nuts ! Apparently not, Is it milk f It seems that some
ill conditioned stomachs fail to digest it, But if digested
it is said te lie what, man assimilates most readily and
what contains all the elements of nutrition, But | should
net like to livv on milk, even on the milk supplied by the
London waterman — | mean, of course, milkman, What
does my expert oiler me ? No bread : no vegetables ; hot
water before meals, and after—heaven only knows, It
seems to me that a varied diet is tho best, ami that our high
pressure civilisation has introduced into our life elements
that have to be reckoned with and perhaps eliminated, It
must be clear to us, however much we dilter as to the wav
we go to work, that we should try and help ourselves
as much as we can and thereby help other people, Also
that we can lay down no rigid laws, and that safety lies in
general iiiodcr.ation, and especially in the avoidance of
excess in fads,

instance of numbers comes to me. | have

The facts remain :

A curious
changed tho names and initials,
Tuk Ntiwiigii 1%,

0. P, Q, born 23th Nov,, 1IK!IS ,,, I t S i 2 .S T*»

Number of loiters in Christian uiul Surnaiim ,,, 1
Married 5th Ihie,, 1S4t ........... I [ Ht it 19
Married in tho year of her ago ce L eee 019

lity>, in the 13th year of)

.................... see  eee  eee 1

Husband died July,
hor marriage
Youngest son died Sept,, 1881, il! tho "3th year | 19

after hia father

T

ill Imr drons ol

blue and gold over tim otisteni liill-bpm ; Imt wimn nim follows
Il npat-OM to mil buds in her null ot black lehet and
di-nimml", every creak of her nulldals and every whisper ol

hur lipa tn lull of aiyaUiry and tear,

IHGUT.

|Mtiith 10, | *>

W WIHHTHTM I'HOTHII

It is written an follows in tIm Imok called attai his iiAiive
"And tim word ol tim Lord camo unto Jonah, muitig,
Aviso, go UNt0 Niimvoh that great cH_\, and etv aganM it;
for their wlekodlluaa m come up boloie Me  But Joiuli iwnv
up t0 tloo INtO MM UYIL|] Trom tim picsciho of tim Lord,”

TIm prophet, tho Illudinated one, in not to Im tiiousiuil
as utlmr mon by tlm rule ol ""motires " 1o begin with, hr
is imt tvxuiblml in llm least bv ambition to excel etliirr,
neither is 1m dosiroii» ol notoriety it Im can avoid it Hu
on-going and rush ol tim world, no attractive to other awn,
is to him distastoltil in tho cxliiuiii' for ho is hi touch etnl
eympalhv with iialuro Imisoif, in all her varying moods, il.
is Imr beloved, Imr iiutsturpmoo, and hor clioson one; A
nim has unvoiled to him and Im excels exceedingly in su
revelation of Imr marvellous beauty, And, as a rule, iCouiy
""" propitious, tim world lisa
no 1M|b|'onlONr to draw him trum hns soeliinioii; tor,
although outwardly his existence seems dull and molmtulloiu,
in realitv Inn pulses thiol with that intensity of life and
leelin;, that aeeloupalllus oven the Inst dawning rals ut
spn Huai illudliditdr.

I'lhui'loio Jonah would ~ willingly lemnin. milt4iyiyr.i Ir
and unknown, in that glorious land of tho sun, Thors
would Im pursue, rn eoiHoiHNnmMiH, his humble avowatmmn
Broaching 10 tim NiimvUos was tim last (lung to bo thougl.t
ol, and I.ver entered his mind until summoneJ te iiii,|ciliiu

tim ardilids duty, So Im would mold it. pleading, |h4|uw,
like Moses, inahilitv er want of tlimnt. apom’li, But declining
to obey tlm unweieomo dandato Im in allowed no pence in
tim land of |llls birth; and no Im tries to escape troiii tin*
presoneii of tim Lord by timing into Tarshisli

But, a prophet born, a prophet shall Im iviiusiii, imtivdii
standing his failings and dirddodmnld : tor Ins liHile iHtami'l
at escape is in reality his liist stop tow aids Nineveh, themi

as yet Im knew it net, B'ttor had Im gene direct, wi-u
troubles he would limn avoided ' But ns it was, tlm i|,...P
ol trial and sulloiiii,; had to ge ever Inin, mid tim woods s

tim deep had to be wrapped about his head, miid tim gii 't
whale “ had to nwallow him oio Im eousanted te deliver B™
iihwiii mHrustl’d to him aud tor which Im Imd boon ¢ ilO.l
lining psyolioli,"” mnlly gnaltli<cd TIm wwnr]or, lot K [I*
noted, becoming to him both a dire dungeon ot ooHo'Oticii
and a timely deliverer, snalehing him trom (Im il mm
ol the iiiirndate Im had received

But Ill dealing with tho prophet as
us, we havo nothing to sav about, tlm plob.ibilolon el th-

ho in MepTcHb»! b’
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uurinlivo according to tho letter of tho text; nor <lo wo
oven protend to clour up tho old dispute between thoolopninu
mid luird-hoadod ncqp.ics uh to whether or not there ever wim
uily creature ol thio whale tribo to bo found in tho Mediter-
raniern: lot thoao that uro qualified pionounce, bearing in
mind that tho narrative dooa not any there waa any nucli
monster in tho grout aoa, but on tho contrary says distinctly
that it waa specially proparud for tho occaaion, projected, as
some would any, from tho “Antral ” by tlm Rnpronio
“Adopt." Enough for us that at nil events tho whale of
converging circumstances did swallow tho sour aud rutamed
him until ho undertook to deliver tho moaaiigo ns host ho
wul 1. Nur did tho trials of the unfortunate prophet ond
with the delivery of his message, for as tIm wayworn pilgrim
sat repining without tho city, oven tho protecting gourd
that. shielded him with its cool shade from tim broiling nun
is snatched away, leaving tho pitiless rays to boat upon his
head until ho wished to die; for tho ungrateful Ninovitos
heodud not thu lonely, querulous prophet. Scant allowance
waa made for preachers in those days: they did not live
luxuriously in palatial mansions: did not travel lirst-class
by rail and steamships to preach from Mars Hill to
ulmiring crowds in grim travesty of another Jonah, who, in
stripes and chains and shipwrecks oft, was driven both liter-
ally and figuratively by tho fierce currents of ongulling
waters to deliver his Gospel message to tho Athenians as
to others in tho course of his weary pilgrimago from city to
city.

Now, this profound yet concise narrative of tho prophet
Jonah is in substance tho history of most seers of whatever
time Or country : one way or another they have been driven
by the force of circumstances to dolivor their messages to
the world. Joseph must hrst prophesy in gaol in Egypt,
after many previous trials, that perchance he may ho
remembered and delivered therefrom. Daniel, an exile and
a slave in the sorvico of tho King of Babylon, must predict
the ovents of tho future and interpret the vision of tho King
ere he be raised from his uncertain and dependent position.
So of almost all down to the present timo. Evon the greatest
poet of modern days—Shakespeare—would have remainod at
Stratford-upon-Avon attending to his humble calling, could
he have done so in peace with any dogroo of prosperity.
But it was far otherwise ordained : he was entrusted with a
message Of prime importance to the English race—a message
that had for its objects no loss than the fixing of the English
language on a lasting basis by the publication of his dramas,
and tho education of the teeming millions yot to be of the
Engllsh-speaking #oeople throughout the world by the realistic
repreeseinations of the same upon the nationalised stagos of
the future. His dramas constituted the great message to the
Nineveh of tho world which he could in no wise escape
dellveriiig—delivering, too, in pain under tho compulsion of
daily neMi“esity; for in his sonnets are to be heard the
pitdUB cries he uttered from the jaws of the “whale “ that
held him fast, yet guided him through the mystic waters of
earthly existence.

So the prophets, with some few exceptions among the
greatest of the order—those of them who towered above all
the others, recognising, as thoy did, the cause for which
they came into the world—have been impelled in the first
place by circumstances to become the educators of thu world
in all matters spiritual, and through this education its
saviours and chief benofaetorr ; the world for the most part
persecuting and reviling thorn in return for their inestimable
services in the revelation of the great truths so essentially
necessary t0 raise mankind both collectively and individually
above the gross and unenlightened plane of an almost animal
existence.

Co. Donegal. William Sharpe, M.D.

There is no death so complete as the death which comes
through continuing life. There is nothing you lose so
utterly as what you keep—here.—*“Our Little Life."

The small acts of sympathy in life aro just as important
as the larger ouoh, and are equally hard to put into practice.
How diffiidt it is not to hurry those who come to us for
help and counsel, when wu hoo Clearly what they ought to
do, and thoy cannot oo it. What patience it requires to

listen to that perpetual harping upon one string, which is
thu misfortune " of some persons, as it is tho trial of those
who assooiiate With them | Yot this, too, is a part of true
aud large sympathy.

LIGHT.
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LOCAL GHOST STORILS AND STRANGE HAPPENINGS.
EHom the ‘‘Buckingham Auvkutiher."
Omens or Death.

A correspondent, who signs hini‘olf G., writes :(—

Thu fact that deaths aro not nnfreqimntly predicted
by wii'tiings und omens is now ho widely admitted that it
jiHtifies me from introducing any excuse for sending you
tho following oarticiuarr: —I" am_ known in Buckingham,
and live but a little distance outside tho ancient ami his-
torical borough ; consequently, what 1 write can bo easily
verified. It so happened that one evening, a year ago, |
was Sitting by my fireside, intently reading. My wife was
sewing, and tho tablo in the room was struwn with oddments
of white calico. All at once my attention was drawn from
my book to tho table, seemingly under some occult force,
as | rumemberud afterwards. There, amid tho arrange-
ment of thu calico, my gaze full upon a distinctive resem-
blance of a coflin, containing a body. 1 was spell-bound for
a time, and remained fascinate.! with the features before me,
for tho impression was calm and restful, although, of course,
solemn with its roflection of death. To this moment I can
see the beautiful face and lovely open dark oyes resting
thuru, with tho puro white linen wrapped around it. |
bockonod my wife to watch with mo the strange sight, but
sho declined, at tho same timo remarking that she hoped it
was no warning of ill. The time by the clock was seven.
Nothing more occurred that night which bore any mysterious
constiuccton; but early in the morning, as | was lying awake
in bed, I noticed the arm of my day shirt suddenly fall from
the secure appendage on which it had been placed. This
struck mo as being peculiar, and again, on my relating the
occurrence to my wife, she replied with a fear that it
betokened some bereaveme.it. The time by the clock in this
instance was six. The sequel was this: Most sad came the
news to me, three hours after, that my mother was dead—
that she diod at six o'clock that very morning, and the fatal
change, from which she never ralliod, took place at seven
the previous evening.

I might also hero mention that one ovoning, some years
ago, whilst being located in a distant town, many miles
from my homo, a wine glass, which was standing on a side-
board, suddenly snapped, without any apparent cause, and
bounded across the room | was in, striking the farther wall
violently. That samo evening a strange dog came and set
up a hideous howling on tho stops near the hall door. My
landlady recounted the superstitious sayings about such
things happening. The next morning ! received a telegram
to say my father was unwell; when 1| reached home he was
dead.

The above statements were more than mere coincidences,
and assuredly belong to some hidden law of which we are
but dimly aware; and, in my opinion, it would bo unwise
and unholy for anyone to endeavour to discern through the
Research Society, or any other medium, the why and the
wherofore of either omens, visions, or ghosts. But that thoy
do occur to many | most emphatically believe.

On this a correspondent

It is now about sixteen yours ago since | took a nice
house, with eight rooms, at a rental of £28 per year, in a
town about eighteen miles from Buckingham. At that time
I was single, and lived with my widowed mother. Wwe had
not been at this house long before wo began to hear strange
noises—my mother more than 1—of different kinds. Wwa
would hear footsteps in the hall, and thoy would appear to
walk along, then stop. Thon you would hoar a sigh, and
then dreadful moans, as though someone was in tho greatest
agony. This did not happen at any particular time, und wu
have frequently hoard the sumo noises when it has boon
quite light on a summer's ovening. As this continued I
gavo notice to quit, but my landlord said if we chose to
stay ho would reduce tho runt to £22 a your, and, as | was
going to bo marriod, ! decided to stay for another year. But
things did not mend, as my wife and mother used to hear
someone walk up tho outside passage right up to tho back
door. My wifo has gone to the door and opened it—to find
no olio thero. Now, as the house stands some forty yards
from the road, with a high wall round and a paved vyard, it
would be impossible for any living being to approach with-
out being seen while it was light. | have told people what
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have hoard and they have laughed at tne, ospoeiidly ono,
a Mr. IX, a master builder, of whom | shall havo something
to say further on. At thia timo | had an elder brother cornu
to live with us. Again | spoke to tho landlord of tim
noises, and again tho rent was reduced, to 1'18. Now |
kept a bull terrier dog that would face any living thing, but
when he heard those noises ho would lie down and whine,
ami would not move. These noises never were hoard in tim
bedrooms, nor did any of us ever see anything. Wo have
all hoard it on tho Stairs, in tho passage, in tho hall, down
tho cellar, and wo havo all tried to lind out what caused tho
noises, but never did. Ono night we had not boon in bod
more than two hours, whon my brother camo to mo and
said, "*Someone is in tim house; got up ami lot us go down."
Wo had tho dog on tho top landing, it being an open Stair-
case with a middle landing. | got up, dressed, and tried to
urge tim dog downstairs. Ho went down on to tim middle
lauding and showed his teeth, set his bristles up, but there
ho stood, and try as wo would, wo could not make him go
down. So my brother and | wont down to Ind all throe of
the back doors open. Wo wero quite sure they wero locked
and bolted before wo went to bed. This was tho first- time
the doors wore opened, but not tlm last, as we often found
them undone in tho morning. 1 gave up tlm house at this
time, having occupied it for four years. .It was not let
again for twelve months, when it so happened that Mr. D.,
who laughed at me, took the house. Ho said if there was
anything to hear he hoped Im should hoar it, which Im did
(r am glad to say). Ho camo to mo ono day, and called me
on ono side and said, “ 1 havo found It quito true what you
told mo concerning tlm house. My wife has been confined
and tho nurse came to mo ami said, * Mr. D., there is some-
one in tho house'; do got up and go down," which 1 did, but
there was no one there.” He also said he had heard a noise
like tons of coal being shot down the cellar, which seemed
to shake the whole house, and that he had frequently heard
the sighs and moans just as 1 had told him. He said Im
had left the house. 1 asked him why. He said, "I had
been away from home one day. and when | returned my wife
met me at tim trout gate, and said, ‘ Albert, you can do as
you like about going in this hoins; 1 will not go in it again,
as | have been dreadfully frightened,’ so | had to leave that
and get another home at once." Since this there have been
several frosh tenants, at less rent, but none have stayed long.
As 1 have left the town I havo not had tim opportunity to
ask them their experience. Tho last time 1 was there 1
went to inquire about the house, and was told it had stood
empty for two years, but had just been let at- the low rent
of 2s. tnl. per week. 1 contend if unbelievers were the land-
lords, they would think there was something in strange
noises..—Yours truly, A Firm Believihi.

And another correspondent, G. B. S., writes .—

In looking over tim Peterborough “Ghoos" story, | was
reminded of an incident which occurred in January, 1875, aud
1 was then eleven years old, but the circumstance still remains
on my memory. It was not,however, in Bucks that tim incident
happened, but in a town of some six thousand inhabitants in
the north of Cambridgeshire, about thirty miles from Cam-
bridge. My sister (aged twentv-oue) arrived home on New
Year's Dav from a situation at Runcorn, Cheshire, suffering
from diphtheria, and died on the 17th of that month. Previous
to her death | was sent on an errand, and to get there as
quickly as possible | passed down a jetty or narrow passage,
about eighty yards long, to go into another street, and saw
a dark object lying across my path, which | recognised as a
large black dog. It was dusk at the time, and perhaps it
was fortunate for me that ! saw it in time and jumped over

£1t. However, | felt a HtHe lut frightened and determined
to take a more circuitous route homewards. As 1 was turn-
ing a corner | was terribly surprised by nearly running over
the dog. 1 made haste home, aud was careful to close tim
gate behind me. 1 had not been indoors many minutes, and
was telling my mother of the occurrence, when a great noise
was heard, like that of a dog jumping over the railiugs; and
we were further disturbed by hearing the animal jump at

the door two or thre-e times, and then jump over the railings
again. My mother took It as an omen of death. But there
is every probability that my sister would have died had no
dog been heard making a noise. What 1 have been unable
satisfactorily to explain, however, is the occurrence of the
dog meeting me at tim corner and then following me home.
Perhaps some of your readers could explain the matter.

LIGHT.
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CHARLES DICKENS'S ASSOCIATION WITH MESMERISM
AND SPIRITUALISM.

Occasional references in Forster's <<Life of Dickens"
testify to Dickens's interest in Mesmerism and Spiritual,
ism, and show that these subjects did not escape his
observant notice. lo sympathised—-<almost as strongly
as Archbishop wrhately ”—with his friend Dr. Elliotson*
mesmeric investtgnttonn; reinforced as they were in the
year 18-11, by the displays of a Belgian youth whom
another friend, Mr. Chauney Haro Townshend, brought
over to England. The subject, which to tho last had an
attraction for him, was for the timo rather ardently
followed up. Dickens also operated beneficially on several
occasions, a result to which his energetic and sympathetic
nature doubtlessly contributed. In a letter to Forster
(April 2nd, 1842) ho wrote .—

“ Kato sat down, laughing, for mo to tr%/ my hand upon
her. In six minutes | magnetised hor Into hysterics,
and tlmn into the magnetic sloop. I tried again next nignt,

and slm foil into tim slumber in little more than two
minutes. | can wuko her with perfect ease."

Again, writing on September 26th, 18-19, he says—

“Ever since | wrote to you Leech has been seriously
worse and very heavily bled. Tho ni?ht before last he was
in such an alarming state of restlessness, which nothing;
could relieve, that L proposed to Mrs. Leech to try
magnetism.  Accordingly, in the middle of the night, I fell
to, and, after a very fatiguing bout of it, put him to sleep
for an hour and thirty-five minutes. A change came on in
the sleep, and Im 1s decidedly better. | talked to the
astounded little Mrs. Leech across him, when im was asleep,
as if he had been a truss of hay. . . . What do you
think of my setting' up in tlm magnetic line with a large
brass plate ? * Terms, twenty-five guiueas per nap' "

With his “ghost stories 7 the readers of “ Light ” are,
of course, familiar. The memorable ghost story which he
published in the 126th number of <<All the Year Round"
formed the subject of a letter from him to Lord Lytton a
day or two afterwards . —

"The artist himself, who is the hero of that story, has
sent me, in black and white, his own account of the whole
experience, so very original, so very extraordinary, so very
far beyond the version | have published, that all other like
stories turn pale before it."

In a subsequent letter to Forster, showing his readi-
ness to believe in such things, he wrote .—

“Upon the publication of the ghost story, up has started
the portrait painter who saw the phantoms! He had been,
it seems, engaged to write his adventure elsewhere as a story
for Christmas, and not unnaturally supposed, when he saw
himself anticipated by us, that there had been treachery at
his printers.  “In particular,” says ho ‘how else was it
possible that the date, the 13th of September, could have
been got at? For I nover told the date, until I wrote It
Now, my story had no inati:; but seeing, when | looked over
the proof, the great importance of having - date. | (C. D)
wrote in, unconseiousliy, the exact date on the margin of the

prooft

Some extracts from his letters to Forster, bearing upon
his personal experiences of dreams,clai'svoyance, and kindred
points, may non- be—even at this late date—out of place in
these columns. On September 30th, 1844, he wrote:—

“Let mo tell you of a curious dream | had last Monday
night, and of tho fragments of reality | can collect, which
helped to make it up. 1 have had a return of rheumatism in
my back, and knotted round my waist like a girdle of pain,
and had lain awake nearly all that night under the inflic-
tion, when | fell asleep and dreamt this dream. Observe
that throughout | was as real, animated, and full of passion,
as Macready (God bless him!) in the last scene of Macheth.
In an indistinct place, which was quito sublime in its indis-
tinctness, | was visited bv a spirit. | could not make out
the face, nor do | recollect that 1 desired to do so. It wore
a Dblue drapery, as tho Madonna might in a picture tby-
Raphael, and boro no resemblance to anyone ! have known
except in stature. | think (but 1 am not sure) that ! recog-
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' h (ho voice. Anyway, 1 know it wan poor Mary’s spirit.
Sunlit ot all afraid, but in a groat delight, so that | wept
very niveh. and stretching out my arms to it, called it
gqWr.” At this | thought it recoiled, and | folt immodi-
grly that, not being of my gross nature, | ought not to
atldrcssod it so familiarly. - Forgivo mo!* I said.

'Wo peer living creatures are only able to express onr-
jelves by looks and words. 1 have usod tho word most
natural to our affections, and you know my heart.” It was
w full of compassion and sorrow for mo—which | know
spiiivinsilly, for, as | have said, | didn't perceive its
eimouoiis by its face—that it cut mo to tho heart, and | said,
oiilnng, "Oil' give mo some token that you have really
riitid mo.'  + Form @ wish,” it said. 1 thought, reasoning
ri:n myself, * If 1 form a selfish wish, it will vanish. So
 hastily discarded such hopes and anxieties of my own as
ame into my mind, an | said: * Mrs. Hogarth is surrounded
with great distress '—observe, | never thought of saying
«your methoe " us to a mortal creature—' will you extricate
hes? *Yes.' “And her extrication is to bo a certainty
to me that this has really happened ?' ‘Yes. * But answer
me one other question!’ | said, in an agony of entreaty lost
it should leave me, * What is tho true religion 2’ As it
rused a moment without replying | said—Good God in
sich au agony of haste, lost it should go away I— You
think as | do, that the form of religion does not so greatly
matter, if wo try to do good ?—or,’ | said, observing that it
still hesitated, and was moved wth the greatest compassion
for me. ‘perhaps the Roman Catholic is the best ? Perhaps
it makes one think of God oftener, and believe ir Him more
riteaily?” ‘For you,” said the spirit, full of such hcavonly
tenderness for me that | felt as if my heart would break—
“foryou, it IS the best!® Then | awoke, with the tears
ruining down my face, and myself in exactly the condition of
the dream. It was just dawn. | called up Kato, and
repeated it three or four times over that 1 might not uncon-
sciously make it plainer or stronger afterwards. It was
exactly this—free from all hurry, nonsense, or confusion
whatever.  Now, the strings that 1 can gather up, leading to
this, were three.  The frat you know, from the main subject
of my last letter. The second was, that there is a great
altar in our bedroom, at which some family who once
inhibited this palace had Mass performed in old time; and
| had observed within myself, before going to bed, that
tnere was @ mark in the wall, above the sanctuary, where a
religious picture used to be, and I had wondered within
myself what the subject might have been, and what the face
tn» like. Thirdly, |1 had been listening to the convent bells
(which ring at intervals in the night), and so had thought,
no doubt, of Roman Catholic services. And yet, for all this,
put the case of that wish being fulfilled by any agency in
which 1 had no hand, and 1 wonder whether 1 should regard

it as a dream or an actual vision!”

Another dream, or vision, is recorded on May 30th,
1863

“ou Thursday night in last week, being at the office
here, | dreamt that | saw a lady in a red shawl with her
back towards me (whom | supposed to be E.). Ou her
turning round | found that 1 didn’t know her, and she said :
"Iam Miss Napier.” At the time 1 was dressing next
inormng’, | thought what a preposterous thing to have so
very distinct a dream about nothing! and why Miss Napier ?
For | never heard of any Miss Napier. That same Friday
night | read. After the reading came into my retiring
room Mary Boyle and her brother, and the lady in the red
shawl, whom they presented as * Miss Napier.” Those are
all tho circumtances exactly told. ”

Commenting on the first of the foregoing dreams,
Forster says:—

“With no superstition to build itself upon but the loving
devotion t0 ono tender memory, with longer or shorter
intervals this was with him all his days. Never from his
waking thoughts was the recollection altogether absent, and
though the dream would leave him for a time, it unfailingly
came back. It was the feeling of his life that always had
amastery over him.  What he said on tho sixth anniversary
of tho death of his Bister-in-law, that friend of his youth
whom he had made his ideal of all moral excellence, he
might have said as truly after twenty-six years moi'r ; for in
the very year before ho died tho influence was potently
upon him. * Hhe is SO much in my thoughts at all times,
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especially when | am successful and have greatly prospered in
anything, that tho recollection of her is, an essential part of
my being, and is as inseparable from my existence as tho
beating of my heart is'”

Dickens, writing in August, 1852, on the. loss by death
of many friends at that time, expressed the idea—* but
wix is all a dream, may bo, and death will wake us.”

Some performances of a conjurer at Boulogne in 1853
have a very suspicious resemblance to certain phenomena
familiar to Spiritualists. Forster says of Dickens that he
was no mean authority as to legerdemain, being, with his
tools at hand, a capital conjure’; but the performer in
question scorned help, stood among the company without
any sort of apparatus, and, by the mere force of sleight of
hand and an astonishing memory, performed feats having
no likeness to anything Dickens had ever seen done, and
totally inexplicable to his most vigilant reflection. Dickens
wroto .—

““You uro to observe that he was with the company, not in
the least removed from them, and that wc occupied tho
front row. He brought in some writing paper with him
whon he entered, and a black-lead pencil, and he wroto some
words on half-sheets of paper. Ono of these half-sheets ho
folded into two, and gave to Catherine to hold. * Madame,’
he says aloud, * will you think of any class of objects 2" I
have done so. <Of what class, madame?  <Animals.
* Will you think of a particular animal, madame 2 "I have
done so’ <Of wliat animaa? <The Lion. “Will you
think of another class of objects, madame? ‘1 have done
so." + Of what class 7' ‘Flowers. * The particular flower 2"
“ The Rose.” * Will you open the paper you hold in your
hand ?' She opened it, and there was neatly and plainly
written in pencii: * The Lion; The Rose.” Nothing whatever
had led up to these words, and they were the most distant
conceivable from Catherine” thoughts when she entered the
room. He had several common school-slates about a foot
square. He took one of these to a field-off*<<"r from the
camp, decori and what not, who sat about six from us, with
a grave saturnine friend next him. ‘ My Hencbl/ says he,
* will you write a name on this slate after your friend has
done $o ? Don’t show it to me.” The friend wrote a name,
and, the General wrote a name. The co_njlurer took the slate
rapidly from the officer, threw it violently down on the
ground with its written side to the floor, and asked the
officer to put his foot upon it and keep it there; which he
did.  The conjurer considered for about a minute, looking
devilish hard at the General. * My Genera’™ says he, * your
friend wrote Dagobert upon the slate under your foot.” "The
friend admits it. * And you, my General, wrote Nicholas.’
General admits it, and everybody laughs and applauds.. ‘My
General, will you excuse me if" 1 change that name into a
name expressive of the power of a great nation, which, in
hapEy alliance with the gallantry and spirit of France, will
shake that name to its centre ? '+ Certainly I will excuse It.
* My General, take up the slate and read. General reads:
‘ Dagobert, Victoria.” The frst in his friend’s writing; the
second in a new hand. 1 never saw anything in the least
like this, or at all approaching to the "absolute certainty,
the familiarity, quickness, absence of all machinery, and
actual face to face, hand to hand fairness between the
conjurer and the audience, with which it was done. | have
not'the slightest idea of the secret. One more. He was
blinded with several table napkins, and (Ocn a great cloth
was bodily thrown over them and his head too, so that his
voice sounded as if he were under a bed. Perhaps half a
dozen dates wore written on a slate. He takes the slate in
his hand, and throws it violently down on the floor, as
before, remains silent a minute, seems to become agitated,
and bursts out thus :— What is this | sec ? A great city,
but of narrow streets and old-fashioned houses, many of
which are of wood, resolving itself into ruins! How 1b it
falling into ruins r Hark! 1 hear ths crackling of a great
conflagration, and looking up | behold a vast cloud of fiame
and simo»!: ths ground is covered with hot cinders, too
and people are mg} into ths fields and endeavouring to
save their goods. This ﬂreat fire, this great wind, this
roaring noise! This is ths great fire of London, and tho
fist date on the slate must bc onc, six, six, six—the year in
which it happened.” And so on with all ths other dates.
There| Now if you will take a cab and impart these
mysﬁerles to Rogers, 1 shall be very glad to have his opinion
of them”

Forster adds :** Rogers had taxed our credulity with
some wonderful clairvoyant experiences of his own in

Paris, to which here was a parallel at last!”
Thomas Blyton.
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THE PRACTICAL VALUE OF LOGIC.

Most people, I suppose, assume that logic as a study is a
purely ornamental matter, of no practical value whatever
in the domain oi am_a. life. | grant at once that it is
quite possible to have studied logic, and to have drawn no
real power whatever from the study. But where this is so
it is the fault, not of t*e subjett. but of the student. |
trogos- in this artidle to endeavour to show how there
may be a considerable amount of practical benefit derived
from this study, and, indeed, how without some logical
faculty, either natural or acquired, it is impossible to avoid
falling into mistakes.

I do not. for instance, think that anyone can overesti-
mate the loss which the caus-e of progress has (humanly
speaking. suffered from the fact thst so very few persons
know how to contradict. The philosopher, indeed, may
s/ how from this very fact progress has been prevented
from oecommg too rapid, and has been sept slow and sure.
Nevertheless, from a human point of view, the ignorance
in question is most r~grrtt-aole : and | venture to assert
that to it, and to it alone, is to be traced the bitterness of
party and sectarian feeling, and the fact that men with a
common interest in. and regard for, truth can yet so
seldom agree in the pursuit of it.

Logic teaches us that there is a distinction between a
contrary and a contradictdry, and that of the two when we
hear a*yth~~g we feel disposed to contradict. it is best
to use the contradictory and not the contrary form
af mmp.tllou.  T.-cs, for instance, tugcote a man.
genuinely de”rous of nadirg out the truth, sets him/If
to investigate Spiritualism, and sappose that at the first he
is so unfortunate as to sit only with the worse specimens
of public mediums, and finds case after case of manifest
imposture.  Alter a little and especi”ly if he were
not a thoroughly practical logician, he would be tempted
to summarise his experience thd: “ All mediums are
frauds. The ardent Spiritualist would feel keenly in-
dignant on hearing this statement, containing what he
knows to be an untruth, and. if also not a practical logician,
would be moved to meet it by the reply : ” No mediums
are frauds." But the first investigator, hearing this, would

e guite sure that the assertion was false, because he would

quite sure that be had found some meditms who—werg -

no wav of settling the dispute until someone VYn?KAtl.,
with practical logic came by. Let us suppose that

parties appeal to him to decide between them. The /1
following dialogue might ensue :—

Referee (to the Inquirer). —
mediums :
living |

Ixq.IREB—How many! | really cannot say.

Referee.—Do you think a hundred '

Inquirer.—Perhaps.

Refebee—Perhaps » thousand |

Inquirer-—May be. | don't know.

efef.ee.—With how many have you tat pemom’s

Ixqgip.er—0>h, six or seven, | suppose. [Anif.
said sixty or seventy the argument here being worker ...
would not be affected.]

Refebee. — Then 1 presume when you say -j;
mediums are frauds." this it a generalisation from yx-
experience with these six or seven !

Inquirer —Well, yes ; | suppose so.

efebee (to Spiritualiirt).—And you. sir, with i-,
many mediums have you sat |

SpisnraLlsr.—Very few. 1 am myself madi
and chiefly study my own manifestations.

efebee—Then you. too. | presume, have g*neracsK
from the fact that the few mediums you have met ireat
frauds, sad from your personal knowledge that medians®
is a genuine phenomenon, that no mirims are fraud'

SpistrraLlsr.—Well, yes ; | suppose so.

efebee.—Here. then, is the solution of your sppirsr
Jdifervncé.  There is no real contrary opinion oe:=-"e
you. for you are both speaking of two different terns—
one of some mediums who are fraud: the other ot s:m
mediums who are not. Therefore, if you, sir, wild alter y:c
affirmation to ““Some mediums are frauds,” andyoa. se
yours to “Some mediums are not frauds ': you w_ s
at once that both may be quite right, and that meres
no essential difference between you."

Simple as the matter seems when put thus. | do ntc
hesitate to .affirm that a practical ignorance ot the pro-
cipie here involved has been the cause of all parry ssi
sectarian ill-feeling and narrowness. It seems to co®
naturally to us to suppose that nor only are there ret
sides to everything, but also that there are only two seoes
to anything, which is quite a different matter. And toes
two sides we assume to be the true and the false : ssr
we say. " A thing is either true, co it is tise. cU
experience ddes not tontirm tots geRera.ita:ion. We cm:
truth and falsehood mixed up in the same affinuaue
as. for einitan.e, in those we hsve been mnsmm.m
Here they are side by side: “ Ail mediums are frsa-s
and “ No mediums are frauds" Of these it is clear tost
though it is not true tosay " All are frauds." yet it is trw
to say ““Some are frauds." Hencethe amrma'ionis rd
wholly false, because it contains the truth. " Sect* iuediur*
are frauds. And. again, it is not wholly true, because it
contains alsa the false statement, “ There are no mediums
who are not frauds.' Similarly it might be shown m»
the same is the case with the second affirmation, *
mediums are frauda" The truth in it is “ Some medlaosa
are not frauds™ The false in it is, “ There is no meies
who is a fraud.'

Now. if we study these two affirmations we can essr)
se- how the opposition arise It arises, first, in a to?
hasty generalitation from particular experiencs™ It “
undoubtedly true that in any inv/tigation, if the S®
series of experi”ents ail tend in one direction without as'
exception, a comparatively few of such constant »
periences suffice to give us a feeling of certainty about fix
matter, and we say, ““Why need we goon! it is qu*

We are rpha..
how many mediums do you suppose v»

y*


andyoa.se
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gM’thM the fact* prove thia particular aide to be true.”
jSFpSE there were one hundred marble* in a bag and it
«*n K muter of dispute whether they were all of the aarne
a~r. *ad iuppoee we had to draw them out one by one.
If the firnt twenty drawn were all blue, many people
vceid be quite satisfied in their mind* that the whole
fsadred were blue, other* would be satisfied at thirty,
jcben *t fifty, and some would insist on examining every
gn/V marble before they would allow themselves to be
nr» upon the point. | am not aware that any law can be
ki down as to what constitutes a sufficient investi-
jtson of facta upon which a conclusion may be based,
grurone has his own personal equation on this matter,
jUui the question is often greatly complicated by
the fact that more often than not we are not ahs.o-
j*»ly unbiassed. If we start, an inquiry with the
jsa>tt possible desire that a particular conclusion which
ttsue predisposed to take up may be proved, and find that
*2 the first few cases do tell in favour of that conclusion,
» are, of course, much more likely to be .sa'i-fied that
ibst we helped would be proved has been proved. Telling
garbles out of a bag is a simple thing. Suppose, however,
that these marbles were each one colour on one hemisphere
cd another on the other, and that we and the one we
ver diluting with chanced to see, we the one side, and
be the other.  Or suppose that one of us was colour-blind,
K thit what was blue to the one looked green to the other,
ud won; how then would the question be complicated !
It i» my contentton here that the rules of logic are de-
nped to enable us to see and avoid all these possibilities
sferror which the headstrong and uninstructed reasoner is

*hn*t sure to fall into. These rules, translated into
crisary language, would be :—
lit You muni be talking about one thing, i.e., if you

hve looked only at the aide of the marble which presents
itself to your eye, you must bear in mind that this is not
the marble,” but only *“ that part of the marble which |
lee.”

2nd. Yau munibe. talking about one aspect of a thing,
v_, a marble to one of normal sight, and a marble to one
who ii colour-blind (when the property of the marble in
quition i* its colour) are two aspects and not one.

3rd. You must hear in mind that a feeling that an affix-
mim U wholly false may be aroused in the mind by the
prutrwe Of a portion of error in the affirmation.  Hence it
a better to use, not contrary but contradictory opposition,
ie., when one asserts ““All “A’ is ‘' B,”” and you feel a
arxlotion that it is not so, it is safer to say “ Some ' A ™ is
lat*B’" than to say “No ‘A’ is ‘B.”

4th. No negative. assertion can prove an affirmative
petition, i.e., the assertion, even if admitted, that “ No
adiunu are frauds” is not sufficient to prove that the
theory which mediums hold as to the production of their
phenomena is true. Of course, | am not saying that it is
M true. 1 only assert that its truth docs not follow from
the fact that no mediums are frauds.

5th. No particular can prove a universal, i.e., from a
vnWon that some mediums arc frauds you cannot
cwidude that all mediums are frauds : just as conversely
from ““Some mediums are not frauds ” you cannot conclude
that no mediums are frauds.

These are, of course, only the simplest commonplaces
d logic. | venture to think, nevertheless, that if anyone
will be at the pains to take these few points, and think
‘o- for himself why they are true-, and upon what facts
nd 'm0 ‘iii.iofr-. in the nature of truth they depend, he will
tfd bittmrifable to see clearly through many an apparently

u.nd obscure matter, and will be saved from that

fv 'o o°mmon obli‘gaUon of liaHng to tax his n~™~nmty

hod argument* to support a position which is really

*n<oumd, and never ought to have been taken up.
@/LA.
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RECORDS OF PRIVATE SEANCES FROM NOTES TAKEN
AT THE TIME OF EACH SITTING.

No. VIII.
Fan* run Itecoabs or Maa I

Javuaby, 1*73.
January list. We met as usual. The little spirit known
U. u> aa Dickey ».zm made ..imse.f known by hi* pec™ar
sound. We held a conversation with him. He t i -t

did him good to manifest in the circle. The medium taught
him to answer question* by lift.ng one corner of the table,
and bringing it down at the right letter. In thia way he
was more coherent in hi* a.nswe.-.; before, the nCise he made
waa more .ike a squeak than a rap. After thia Imperator
came and quickly iCntf-.jied the medium. He commenced
by saying he was m»ch pleased to f.nd him better, oct., .n
.health and nervous system ; cons”sgiént.y he Should be able
to speak with greater ease and would gladly solve any doubts.
The conversation was directly on the then :asbit.naOle
explanation of Psychic Force, ¥b?;b Imperator said was the
wire along which they sent their message : useless by itself.
The communications were from spirit, and the medium and
circle furnished the material used ,n transmitting the
messages. Many other questions were answered, and during
the control Dr. 8., who was sitting opposite the medium, saw
the same beautiful lights described m the last seance.

January 3rd. Dickey manifested very quickly, and an-
swerer, as the medium had taught him, by tilting the leg
of the table; he gave his name “‘Richard Chatterton,” also
that he died at the age of eight, was an English child, and
had passed away many year, he brought a match-boX into
the room from the medium’'s bedroom, and then rapped out
““Look.” When the light was lighter!, 1 saw placed in front
of me a little charm, enclosed in a toy acorn. We a-sked if he
brought it, and he answered, “ With help.” He had retched
it from tne medium’s bedroom in Clifton road, nearly a mile
distant. Thu influence in the room became disturbed. The
medium was movel about, and it took longer than usual to
control him. We felt very cold,. At last a.. was quiet, and we
heard Imperator's voice saying, “ Good evening, friends.”
Amongst other things he said . “ We have had great trouble
in entrancing the medium this evening, owing to the pressure
of deterrent influences in the room; they attached them-
eelves to the medium this afternoon ; he is so very susceptible.”

After some further explanation as to Psychic Force and
its generation in the body of the medium, further questions
were put.

““Can you explain Matt. xxiv. 24 ? *Then shall false
Christs and false prophets arise, and show gTeat signs
and wonders, ineomucb that if it were possible they

shall deceive the very elect’ How are we to know that
these present manifestations are not the very fulfilment of
this prophecy ?” “That passage refers to the time of the
first century, when the disciples were expecting the- return
of Christ, and were constantly deceived by false prophets,
professing to be the Christ.” ““Was Swedenborg a great
medium ?” ““He was a seer” ““Are his books true?
““Part of them, but not all."" ““Is it true that no man as
yet has entered Heaven but Jesus Christ ?” ““Jesus has
penetrated further than any other man.” ““Does Christ
really come and receive His dying saints ? ‘1 will come
again and receive you unto Myself.>” ““Not that He will
come again personally, 'but God sends His spirits to receive
the departing spirits of His people.” ““Will our Saviour
return to earth ?” “*No.” “*Will there be a Millennium ?”
“A poet's dream. My present work is the care of this
medium; when that is accomplished | shall return to rest."
““Shall we all work when we leave the world ?” ““All.""
January 4th. Sat in subdued light. Dickey came soon ;
rapped on the table, medium's chair, and my footstool ;
answered many questions aud verified what lie had told
us before. Said he was ‘'norn in Lincolnshire, and had
left the earth ffty years. In thu light we watched thu
table tilt and dance up ami down without contact of hands.
It moved towards each of the sitters with the greatest ease.
The medium soon became quiet, and in thu light | was able
to watch the process of the control. Several times he passed
his own hands unconsciously across his brow, apparently
magnetising himself. He then folded his arms, sighud many
times, making a peculiar movement of thu mouth, trying to
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speak withunt thn puwur. Aitor <|uiiig so (iKVuriil tnirnii thu
Voice camo clear and distinct, and wi, know thio control was
cMtahliahod. In n gent.le, digniliod voice Impsrotor sainted ns.

Dr.S. thoii hold a conversation with Impeiator, and among,
other questions asked, “ Ant wo light in attaching tlm same
importance to tho Cross tim R..... Church linn in all egos
done ?" “You, as a symbol oi tim highest soli-ahnegation,and
greatest love to man tim world has over known." *““In what
way did yon moan hint night tlint tim Romish Church Imd
tim truer faith ?** ““I meant that tlm faith in tim Divine
and WpclNnlnll] had never lolt timm; that they had
always hold tIm glorious heliof in tim ministry of nngols, mid
thin had enabled tlm ang<ds to minister to timm ; and many
oi the rnirncits; oi thoir Church wore trim. Lulimr mid
Cnlvin did thoir bust to remove irom man all communion
with tlm spirit world. Tho state oi tlm Romish Church in
deplorable now, hut........ m germ oi troth, » Con.....inion oi

Saints,” it still pmsuusses.” ““Did you belong to that
Church ?”  ““I lived beioru Rome was." ““Will you give its
your name ““l am most willing to answer any quustions,

but at present | would rather withhold tim muim | Imre
when on tim earth. Tho Kominli Church Ima had its day. A
time was whon it contained everything that waa grand in
religion, literature, arts, and almonry. Cod ruvoals Him-
seli to persons an timy are able to boar it. TIm religion oi
thu iuture will bo tho ‘ Religion oi Intellectuality.””l *““In
thorn a Spiritoi Evil on a level with tim Almighty Spirit ol
Good?" ““No, no. There are* evil spirits; there are evil

spirits ; you must judge by what you nus around you. TIm
world oi spirits is peopled irom your world, mid its good
mid evil [>ooplo are heie mixed, so itis in tim world oi
spirits.”  ““Will they eventually all bocoino good ?” ““Yoh;

in ages to come, some in millions oi agos;, but what Is
time?'" ““Are wo transgressing any Isws oi tim Almighty
is putting ourselves is communion with tim spirit world ? "
““You are tim favoured recipients oi anew revelation. As
auro us Zacharias saw a vision oi unguis is tim Temple, so
surely have | fams m™uSh by tim Almighty to yon. Wo have
long been iorming this circle, and are pleased tlm results are
so good. You must is iuture make arrangements to ait at
regular intervals, its you can bunt arrange with tim medium.
De has his work in liie to do, and it is hard work. Wu are
oites interrupted by very sight things; a movement, oven a
word, will sometimes retard manifestations. | require groat
passivity. Keep both mind and body quiet.” *“There liiis
b«*>n much discussion oi late with regard to tlm iorce ttsnd
is these mHniieKtatioriH.” ““Tho iorce the medium gives out
irom his body wo iiso ior thu physical miiiiii

For thu higher m”~/siestations wu maguctiso thu brain oi tim
medium, and use his organ oi speech to speak thus to you.
Good evening, iriesds. God Itless you."

Sunday, 5th. We met as usual, but irom somo causo
usksows thu conditions wore disturbed, and Imperator had
much diiiiculty is controlling. Tim voico was weak, lie
said tim condition of tho medium was not good ; ho could
scarcely speak through him. It might arise irom our having
sat soon aiter a meal, but tim power was not strong enough
ior much to bo done. Wo asked how evil iirut came into tho
world. Imporator said ho could not then toll us. ““Man is
liable to do wrong, wrong being tho violation oi law. Euvil
ia not aiwayu ovil as wo understand it. Selnotimus it is good,
not in itseli, but in its results. Your knowledge is on a low
plane. Is judging oi tim secrets oi thu Almighty you must
always make allowance ior your own ignorance. What you
call evil comes oiten irom man's own nature; it will never
cease, cannot cease, in tlm cosstitution oi thiiigs. In this
world sever: will diminish to an iniinitesimul point, but
sever die out.” ““Is tho story oi tim Kall an allegory?**
“Yes. TIm control is too weak to enable mo to answer
longer. | will sot keep it, or it may do harm to tim
medium. (hmd-night.”

Monday, l'ith. Our circle renewed its meetings aiter a
week's separation. Very soon raps camo on tlm table,
medium's chair, and bookcase. Thu table was raised quite
two ioot irom tho ground iour diiierest times, ami moved
backwards ami iorwards. Presently ImporrUtor's thuds wore
heard on tlm table, and | iolt tlm medium was becoming
entranced. They had slightly removed him irom tim table

sideways. Koon Imperator’s voico was hoard saying, ““Good
evening, iriesds. Wo are very glad to meet you again. You
may have a little light, away irom tim medium's eyes." On

saying ““Dr. 8. is deai, and cannot hour woll,” he replied that

LIGHT.
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b might go as near as Im liked .o Um umdiiiiii Aiter
had limpid, Hio medumi paused Hs faind suvurid imnm
his head, as ii iimsiimnidiig Dr. N. Imperater's presence Lj,
always a moat solemnising cliest on tim circle, and wo Iw,| ||
the ~eimm-,, oi u grout end very good spuit [iil>Lni.,
timn said, ""Have you any gtmstions .o ask ?” Dr. H. s
""Doyon know tlm position is which wu are now pluxi
through tim late dismission is tlm * Timos ' ?" “ Yes.” “Whm
timn, is oiir pirwent attitude?' “‘Just what it was hui,,
tim dismisuon. | will expiais it thus to vyou. |l
Umrneind persons told you that tim nun did not rise i
morning, yon would not Isdiovo tlmm , so ii sil tho ioaut. i
and scientiiic societies wore to toil you that what you Im,
sees [sncli as tho table moving to-night) you had not s-g
it would make so diiierence in your boiioi, though nr,
movements are opposed to ail known laws oi matter
nature.” ““Wore tlm phesomenu oi tho middle ages uirmi»,
to tho pnurnnt movement ?**  ““Many oi tlmm wore so, i,
were trim. Others wore ialse. It is over so, truth tH
ialseh....... mixed together. TIm ladder between Heaves ai,|
mirth him always boos, but man's unlrnliei has cut him i
irom tim ministry oi angels. God iniluences man thmup
tim agency oi spirits, and people who load thoughtful, is,
worldly lives are more open to thoir iidluentn>.  Tkuw,
malliioHlations are given to those who uro prepared and sIA
to accept tlimm. Mas is sever without God's iniluwice;
every good deed you do comes irom Him. Ail impiiinti.,1,
Hows irom Him whether is literiitiire, poetry, or thu art»,
it Hows irom Him and on through tho channels oi time, hvk
again to bo absorbed into His love." ““Are you the s*uwut
oi God among servants ?” ““Yes, ami it is accounted in
light mutter among' iis to Im His servant, and appointejd V,
do His work. | am tho servant oi God, sent to minister V.
this medium. Aiter my ministry with him is over | go wliwt
| can never again personally return to earth, ami shall ondy
bo able to iniluence through other spirits.”” ““Is St. Paui
right is saying ‘ There is a spiritual body ' ?” ““Quito right.
St. 1'uul had more advantages oi knowing timso things than
moist nmn.  Yes; there is aspiritual body now. Your out-
ward body that you think you recognise goes oii in ateus-,
always changing. Your spiritual body is with you ulwsyn'
““Our natural bodies, will they rise again ?” ““No; you wil
bo iur beyond that.” *““What should bo our rule oi liie?"
““Your conscience, which every man possusms. To some God
gives groat light and eppertuniliel, timy have greater rcspos-
sibiltius. You must ouch ask God to guide you ; iiyou tnul
to yoin-soivus you will iall, iall, iull,” said in a nolvisiti,
iniprussivo voice; ““Gcil never yet ioit a man who cried to
Him ior light without guidance, never, never, never.” Tlii
wus also said in a solemn, wrapt manner. Aiter this thu
medium gave a violent start. Dr. 8., thinking ho wu
coming to himseli, put out tho light. Wo thus relmss.ed to
our places, and Imporator asked why tho light hud been
extinguished. Os saying wo thought Im was leaving tiie
medium, ho answered, ““No; but some strange iniluence caiiw
b'dimd, perhaps trying to gut in. Wo never allow any
other to control him ; wo always stand by to prevent such,
I will alwnys toll you wimn to put out tim light.” Ho then
withdrew irom tim medium, ami napped iur goed-nilght os
tho tuido. Tho medium gradually camo to himseli, not
knowing anything that occurred during tim contiol.
During tlm ubovo convernation Imporator's voico hud been
most impressive. At ono time tlm medium sit with his urio
out-stretched, pointing his hasd. Imperator always spoib
us ono ucciistoiimd to command, though vorygmitiy, and wme
times with tim groadost sweetness.

SPECIAL NOTICE.

Wo bog to remind tlmso subscribers to *""Lmns" aid
tho Loudon Spiritmdist Alliance who have not alrgaih'
renewed tlmir subscriptions ior IWi:?, that timy should
iorward remittances at unco to Mr. B. D. Gonrsey, 2
DiukD-strnot, Adelphi, W.C',

Tils Sense ok Failuiik.—Humanity, as iur an indd/iunil
experience goes, must at ail times bo iamiiiar with that
sniiso oi iaiiure which, iur moro thus achievement, convuyi
trim instruction as to tho nature und limits oi human
voliHos; tho mourniul deciaratms that ““tim things that|
would | do not " is tim experience oi sms und womon oi
every ago,—.Julia W mmEwoon.
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mol WM™ IN MAN AND IN HUMANE
SOCIETY."*

| _ isannnibitious book.  Tho author says in his in-
j ddon that he lias reached “the summit height and

ground of a reroaroh and study which has occupied
“tinmously nioro than forty years of adult life’”: and
he adds ““I proffer to manHncl the long-seught,
owd 8ehltion of Gio mystery and moaning and
= |lo( its existence.” The solution seems to us rather to
. J o tho mystery ; although tho author sometimes appears
gihave grasped the key in his hand, and to have mounted
.athe cornerstone of what he designates as tho “ New-
jjupe Theology, God incarnate, tho Word made fl'</ish”
10is purpose is

Toopen a clear passage-way into tho avenues of know-
by which nil mon of humane voracity and goodwill
Oy know God—it in tho hope of tho pronont voyager to in-
ptbl his fellow mon to tho redincovory of God.
Religion, Civiiieation, tho vory breath of mankind by
it maintains communion with nature and preserves
(e coisciotmnens of its existence, aro drawing on, obviously,
loentire change or full catastrophe. . The oducatod and
Venturous intellect of tho timo is drifting out beyond tho
ptiirs of Hercules, tho outposts of its heroditary cultures,
swi sea of handily matterial or mystical conjecturo.

The cry is for light:—

I do but modestly and revorontly strive to opon tho
M-lost, but new-found avenues to tho light that is in

»wy man: tho true Light, which lightoth every man that
fwth into tho world.

Ind again as to his purposo .—

[ ek to demonstrate that there is a divine-natural or
iwmpptve evolution, by moans of which man . may
Vance into a higher mode of respiration, which has two
ajoinlenctes. By tho first, which is divine-natural, tho
bnnth of tho Divino Logos may flow forth, throuyh hi* respi-
Mw/ organ*, by gradual transformations in organism, to
dltiate organic conditions in which thoso respirations shall

it rornscously realised, according to its function, in each
tpuofthe frame. . Second, that as a result of this
’\quualenreO respiration may be realised iii whtoh God,

bulking forth throuyh the solar luminary, and through the
mUIni|-livine currents, whoso modium is in tho soZzr ray*,
Wrnbreatho into the human or{anism throuyh it* plea-id
Mr, thus entering man through his general outness ; pro-

ling thence to interpenetrate the framo, wedding the
mamg into a third and complex respiration, which holds in
itthe promise and the potonco of psychophysical transforma-

tion, renafismnce, and transposition to the organic lines of
Ik eternal life.

This quotation from our author fitly represents, briefly,
tkpith ofthe book. It takes up, with unmistakable liking
far, and leaning towards, the ancient fire-wonshippers who
tassled the sun, through which throbs the breath of God.
Tkn: isa curious confusion, as our old divines would have

aid, between Nature and Grace; and respiration, as he
admits, becomes fearfully complex.

when he approaches the Divine-natural man, Jesus
of Nazareth, he has much that is really good to say; but
iticiiiH to us to be confused and ultimately contorted by
forcing in what is known to a few as inner-breathing.

The book is conveniently divided off into paragraphs.
Al par. 131 we read :—

it ii Jesus the Christ who fills up tho inmost of our
uunidiKuH; as nature fills up our natural structure from
| without to the exclusion of vacuum, so Jesus tho Christ fills
- seiluess from ‘within to tho exclusion of vacuum. .
Vedncovor tho Word that was made flesh for tho fleshly
"mmo.,j,, of man, and Ho breathes into us, and wo rocoivo
Ik ||i,ly Ghost. ~ Thus wo receive tho Son in tho Father,
"4 thus th° Father tlirougdi Urn .Son. . We
h,aw nature bECIIIUSO wo breath°d into nature; now Wo
o, ““Ool'k lw*Hi in Man and in Humane Society.” By *Thomas

mJnlbksu. Crown 8ve., with portriot, 3s. 0<l. (K. W. Aimii, s,
Mm»|»nr, E.C.j

141

know God
respiration
our

in Christ because tho actual process of our
is carried on by moans of tho interplay in
breathing of tho respiratory organisation of Christ
tho ontrance of God by tho
into tho natural degree of man—his
fleshly lifo, thought, and passion—the respiration encounters
an insuperable series of obstacles to its advance beyond tho
primary norve-contros of tho frame. But, admit-
ting tho genuineness of experiences in respiration, tho mind
opens upon a logical path from tho Divine Christ, indwelling,
inbreathing, to the solution of tho immense problems relating
to Jesus, tho man of history.

But we do not admit all the, experiences relating to
breath redeeming the, flesh through our rc.spirativo
channels nor that the Word was made, flesh primarily for
the ffeshly necessities of man.  One more quotation must
suffice to indicate as we wish to do from tho author's own
words fairly, the trend of this fantastic book, par. 144 —

In tho recovery of respiration, Deity is ro-discovorod ; and
doad religion, that science thought to have boon buried,
emerges through the mental sepulchres re-apparelled. :
For as tho human system begins to regain the activities of tho
suppressed senses, and tho rhythm of the yle.rial chord*, and as
the divine-natural inspiration moving on through nerve-
centre to organic quickening and harmonisation finally grasps
to tho full control of tho *emi-lunar yanylion, that breathing
form calls forth tho response of tho objective-subjective
complement of respiration : the sun breathe* into man.

All italics are ours. .Summing up our impressions
after a careful reading of the book, we say that if the, scat
of religious intelligence and spiritual life is to be trans-
ferred from tho head to the diaphragm, and the appeal is to
the solar plexus rather than to the brain, and if wo are to
rely upon muscular or nerve, feelings rather than upon the
intelligence and our affections, Mr. Harris may be a true
teacher and indicate a new departure in search of spiritual
life. We had rather not follow him—much as we value
somo of his remarks and criticisms which revolvo around
Christology: but, from sitting too long to contemplate his
yle.rial emotions, he, has entered too far into the region of
fantasy . and “ that way madness lies.”

resyiratiw channel*

nga.

WHAT IS PROOF?

When wo wish to bring another person to any opinion wo
adduce ““arguments.” Thoso arguments are of two kinds—
cither direct evidence of the thing ailirmed, or thoughts
which make it difficult for any other opinion to bo hold.
Now, direct evidence alono cannot amount to proof unless it
bo also shown that no other explanation of the appoarance is
possihlo. Until tested in this way any opinion is plausiblo
or probable only, novor proved. To hold it proved would
bo to place ourselves at tho mercy of our impressions, and
debar ourselves from supplying what might bo wanting in
them. Proof depends upon tho testing of our thought in
every direction, and, finding that, of all ways possihlo to bo
supposed, the one allirmed alone is possible to be hold.
When, then, in argument wo soek to inako another's opinion
agree with our own, what do wo do ? Wo bring to his mind
thoughts, ideas, facts which oppose his former thought: wo
do the vory same thing that wo do when wo seek to direct
tho motion of a moving body; wo apply resistances to its
motion in all directions but that which wo dosiro. So wo
apply ““rosistimece " to thought; thatis, wo adduco opposing
thoughts. Wo cannot think against another thought without
having to overcome tho resistance of the thought; and amid
conflicting thoughts that one prevails to which thoro is least
opposed. This, then, is what wo moan by proof:
tho term simply expresses tho fact that thought takes tho
direction of least opposing thought; that is, of least resist-
ance. Thought takes tho direction of least resistance; and to

our consciousnesS of this fact in particular instar.cos wo give
tho name of proof.—Hinton.—*“Art of Thinking.""

As far as it has been given mo to trace tho development
of tim life of tho world, | have found there only tho mani-
festation of this one principle of mutual help; and universal
history is nothing more than tho gradual growth and slow
development of this unique principle of concord and good
fellowship among all human beings.—Tolstoi.
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BLAVAISKYISM WIIHOUI THE BLAVATSKY.

A lutler from *J. C. S." appeared in " Light" of March
5lh, in niiHMcr to my article, *"Spiritualism without Spirits."
I have road it with considerable interest. | think it. a valuable
contribution to wimt we must cull " Noo-Ulav.-itskyism. "

My article referred to quite a dilferent subject. A dull
spun aud a bright spoil seem HUiiiHimos to lie dwelling in
the- aauiii body ; mi | Spiri(ualists aver thal their eoniiuetion
i* ouly temporary, whilst the Psychical Itesoarchers pro-
lion co It to be permanent. Incidentally | assorted wimt |
bcliele is quite tiue, that the) got their ideas in tho first
inatanco through Madame Blavatsky. It is thia releren<ee
that has brought ".1, t'. S." into the field.

He takes exception to my exposdioii ol tho main
deetliue of early Blavatsky ism. Theosophy, ho tolls us,
merely presu-h.s "*a distinction between wlint is generally
called soul and spirit. between wimt Thoosophlids of the
pivsent day call petseirnlity and individuality, what the
Theosophiats of the Middle Ages called anima bruta and
snisia divina : what Arrstotle called I'syehi and nous.™

He is much moved by my *"astounding ” tentoncet about
Schneider. **Why in tim name of the most elementary
reason,” he remarks, "should that polluted and degraded
per*vnality be supposed on any theory to attain to, two
secon.Js .alter death, n moral state far more lofty and pure
than that of St. John or Swedenborg, or General Gordon ?
That would Is- a most immoral doctrine, but no ono has ever
enunciated it except ‘' Alif.' * Now this produces a bit of a
complication. **J. C. S." is much moved by my astounding
sentences aoout Schneider, and 1 am rather moved by his.
Can the great doctrine of **Shells' havo so completely passed
away from the Theosophic inner circle ? That doctrine was
explicit enough. It was proclaimed that at death all mortals
(not excepting Schneider) go off at once to Devachan,
"*becoming entirely separated from all their grosser principles
by the dissolution of the body\” (**Esoteric Buddhism,"
p. 81.) These grosser principles are at once formed into a
second being. 1 give "J. C. S.""the opportunity of calling it
a "‘person " or aii ""individual,” as he thinks that | have

confusion of thought on the subject.

This second being has ouly a **soiublance of consciousness ”
(Esoteric Buddhism,"” p. 92);although he can **deliver trance
orations of no contemptible kind " (p. 99). *J. C. S.”
will see now how it is that Schneider, two seconds after the
Vienna executioner has done his work, will attain a moral
state far more lofty than that of St. John or Swedenborg,
or General Gordon ; fur if all evil is eliminated be will be
absolute perfection. **J. C. S." enunciates, it is true, a
funny Theosophical theory. He savs that Schneider is "*all
Ud." What about his anima divina? What about Psyche
mnd nius " Is Schneider a person " and not an
““individual.” or an "*individual ” ami not a *‘person ” ?

That Madame Blavatsky in propounding her theory
desired that the partition of good and bad qualities should
be inexorably rigid is proved by the conditto-s that this
theory was designed to meet, in her biography, as written
by Mr. Sinnett, there is great vagueness about the ten years,
1848-58. In "'Light,”" August 9th, 1884, she Bays that she
was "'mere than seven years " in Tibet. In "‘Light,” July
20th. 1889. the Countess Wachtineister announces that
Maiame Blavatsky had "‘repeated to her again and again
that she was only three years in Tibet." .Mr. Sinnett tells
ns that she entered that country in 1856, being smuggled in
by a solitary Shaman. Between India and Tibet is the
most fermidaa>lo mountain wall in the world, one hundred
miles of glacier and boulder and mountain. To traverse this
without a caravan of yaks and camels and tents and food
would he* diffriniMit certainly ; but to come back in the
middle of winter with the passes (every one of which is
double the height of Mont Blanc) all choked with snow
would 'he* a physical impossibility. Yet this feat must havo
been accomplished by the Russian lady, as it is announced
that she returned to India in March. 1857.

In 1858 she joined her sister an.l exhibited many of the
phenomena of the seance room It is plain. | think, that she
must have been for somo time a professional medium. In
1871 came the* crisis m Cairo. Madamo Coulomb, who
witnessed it. and Madame' Blavatsky give practically the
same account of it There was a seance, and the first lady
**saw a furious crowd cursing Madame Blavatsky, and ready
to knock her down," because the torn-down cabinet had dis-
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clonoil a pierced cnil'illg and dummy hands.

cheating,” and she announces that a Crook nearly shot he,

She lays all tlm blame on **old Sobire,” a ~rencilwoa*
Why, limn, did tho Grook try to shoot Madamo Blavatsky.
Thu Russian lady then wont to Amorica; and although uh,
had already learnt from Root Loomi that only *Shell*

could appear nt soancus, she plunged into Spirttuaiiy
oneo more with tho ""Eddy boys,” At those soances, f,.
gutting all about Root Illoomi, she recognised her ow
father, mid also tho btcklu of his modal of honour that tr*,
brought to Imr straight from his ci00iii. The ""Eddy boy*
have since confessed that they wore pure cheats. Tin,
suggests much. At least, it shows that Tibet mil its teach,
ings wui'u pure myths. Madamo Blavatsky was ce|(.
shouldered by tho American Spiritualists. Rumours of th*
Cairo incident had followed her, anil folks argued that if th*
pi‘trood ceiling was in the apartments of Madamo Blavatsly
it was difficult to suo how ""old Sobiru ” alone was guilty
This explains how tho groat doctrine of "*Shells” camo int,
being. Madamo Blavatsky in her anger was girding at tin
Spiritualists. She copied down passages from Eliphas L%
almost verbatim. "*Nothing,” says this writer, ""can enter
Heaven but that which comes from Heaven.” At death *
“ Ca-iaers aerien ” remains behind, which alone can go to tin
seances of the Spiritists. What a “ Cadaere aerien' is ||
don't quite know. Madame Blavatsky's translation is u
good a ono as any. ‘Certain relijuire of deceased humat
beings,”""*mere Eidolons of the real spirit.” The French-
author calls them also "8boll|” mid ™ Elementaries,” ami
so does the Russian lady. The doctrine was evidently
hasty fancy of the eccentric abbe, for it completely contra,
diets a previous theory enunciated by him. He held that
men's .seult for millions of years would wander about from
sun to planet and from planet to sun. Madame Blavmatskysl
who did not mind contradictions, copied down this theory
also. According to the first theory Schneider will obtain
absolute perfection two seconds after his execution. Accord-
ing to the second St. Paul will be millions of years obtain-
ing the same spiritual advantage. Aiir.

A REMARKABLE COINCIDENCE.

Among the stories of extraordinary coincidences, not the
least curious is the history of a letter for the accuracy o
which the London correspondent of the *"Leeds Mercury'
says he can vouch. A short time ago a lady in London
wished to write to a friend in America, whoso address she
did not know. The only means she had of procuring the
address was to write to a mutual friend, who also lived io.

America. This she accordingly did, and the letter was duly
despatched. The ship which carried the letter was wrecked.
and the hhils for a time lost. They were eveniumly

recovered and brought back to England, the lettert. no«
much damaged by sea water, being returneal through th
Dead Letter Office to the sanders. The letter in quostiol
was sent back to the lady, who naturally examined it
minutely. To her surprise, she found that another let-ter
had become closely stuck to it. Holding up the twofold
aitslve to the light, she deciphered the address on the oN
which was stuck to her own. It was a letter addressed t
the friend to whom she had wished to write, and to discord
whose whereabouts her own letter had been despatched.
Her letter thus literally brought back its own answer.—"$t

James's Gazette.""

A Strange Presentiment.—At the mess table ou bhoard
one of her Majesty's ships, lying off Portsmouth, recently
a lieutenant suddenly laid down his knife and fork, pushed
away his plate, and turned extremely pale. Covering hi*

face with his bauds he retired from tho room. The presi
dent then sent one of the young men to inquire what m

the matter. On being pressed, he confessed that he had
been seized by an Irresittlale impression that a brother h*
had then iu India was dead. *"He died,” said ho, "on th'l

12th of August, at six o'clock ; | am perfectly sure of it .
No argument could overthrow this cenvittlen, which in du*|
ceurte of post was ve-rified to the letter. The young nr*
had died at Cawnpore at the precise period mentioned.-” |
""West Sussex Gazette,"" March 10th, 1892.

New ldeas.—The orb just visible above tho horizon lixm-* |
larger than in its midday career, and all now ideas a" |
expanded in an atmosphere of intellectual dawn.—Jru'|

edgewood.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

““Edina’s” Messages.
Sir,—lhe lines quoted by ““Edina"_

¥ ‘r’n 4/0 ‘Insert | love to rido
ith tho silent bush-boy alone by my side,” Jle.,

wen. written by rhoinas I'ringle, who ia sometimes called
uihtt African Poet." They would certainly bo known to Dr.
Livingstone, and ! have no doubt lie meant to imply that ho
lilied thorn, not that ho was tho author. ““Karoo™ is tho
p«mo given to tho ““veldt,” or wide, uncultivated lands at
the Capo. W. Glanvii.ik.

Sir,—Tho poetry quoted by ““Edina"™ in this week’s
“Light as given by Dr. Livingstone is merely a somewhat
niangled version of Thomas Pringle’s pool." called, 1 think,
“African Sketches." | have not tho book at hand, so only
speak from memory. The *“guabra,” “‘marlibut,” and
“gnnsbok* are in the original poem “‘gungga,” ““hartebeest,"
Hui“springbok.” ““Orabi " 1 cannot explain without tho
Iwk. The ““brown Kerro " is simply the great Karroo, a
desert region on the borders of Namag'vi Lind, where
Pringle lived for some time, but as far as 1 know Living-
stone never went near. 1 do n t mean for a moment to
impute ba ! faith to Edina or his daughter, but in my own
experience 1 have met with several instances of personation,

and this se ms to me to be one of them.
H. Steer.

Astrology : The Signification of Uranus.

Sir—At 3.47 am. on the 28th ult. there was a new
moon, the planet Uranus being exactly (to a degree) on the
meridian of London. The planetary positions at the minute
of new moon are held in astrology to denote tim character
of events during the lunation (month) then beginning. |
have often called attention in your columns to the—in my
opinion—sufficiently verified character of Uranus, as signi-
fying sudden, strange, or unexpected events—catastrophes
in general. As soon as | observed the position of this
planet on our London meridian at the new moon ! thought
it might probably be connected in some way with the then
impending County Council election. But as regards the
judgment to be formed, there was just that ambiguity of signi-
fication in which the astral oracle so often resembles the
Delphic. The meridian denotes the Government, or ruling
power, and Uranus here threatened such a power. But
which ? On the one hand the ““Progressives ” were already
in a majority on the Council ; on the other hand, the ruling
power in the State bolonged to the party opposed to them.
Looking at the colour of the Parliamentary representation
of London, and at the results of tho recent School Board
elections, 1 was convinced that the “ Progressives ” would bo
defeated, and as there would have been nothing unexpected
in that event—the public generally, | believe, anticipating it
-1 was puzzled. 1 tl ink it will be admitted that in what has
been called the <“political blizzard ” of Saturday week the
reputation of Uranus has been well maintained.

March 13th, 1892. C. C. M.

Mesmeric Telepathy-or What?

Sir,—I should be pleased if through the mediumship of
“Light " | may be able to trace the following incident. My
notes being lost and my memory of no service, perhaps some
of the readers of this journal will holp me to find what |
want, viz.

L Alady and her husband came over from Now York
ifcveral years ago—about 1876-7 I think—in the Guion ss.
“Nevada.” This vessel was wrecked on the Cunnaberg or
Cuntiabeg rock in the Irish Channel, near the Irish coast.
All the passengers were saved, but all thoy had was lost.
Thia lady | afterwards met, and discovered that she was an
excellent clairvoyante. Her husband used to mesmerise her,
and ehe gave in Liverpool some remarkable indications of
her powers. Being friendless and penniless, | gave them an
introduction to Mr. Harrison, the editor of tho *“Spiritual-
wt. n London they, or rather tho lady, gave private
seances—mainly, | believe by the Kkindly and courteous
wsiatanco of Mr. Harrison. Their names | forget, but tho

owing incident may help to ascertain it. At olio of thoir
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HcancoH —whether with friends or at their own apartment» | do
not know—it wiiH suggested to tile lady, while in tIm mes-
meric state, that she should procoo I, in spirit, to a curtain
house whoso inmates she had boon describing, ami touch uno
of thorn. This she did; tho sensitivo Hitting in her body in
ono house, mid while conversing with those about bur, at the
same time touching (with what ?) a person residing in her
body in another house. The correct details of this seance aro
to bo found in tlm *“‘Spiritualist.” But where ? Perhaps
some kind friend will help mo to find it. Telepathy is
ciedited with a good deal nowadays; can it explain this
incident, tho spirit being in one place, and yet capable at
tho same time not only of impressing, but actually touching
another pernoH residing in another place? The touch
was not a subjective ono, but was made actually palpable to
tho sense of feeling of tho person touched.

Tho next incident is a report | made about the same
time to Professor Barrett with reference to curtain clair-
voyant experiences which | had with a clairvoyant in Accring-
ton. I'rofessor Barrett communicated this with other
matters to ““Light” somewhere about 1883 or 1881. | hope
some ono with a better memory and tho files of the papers will
help mu to trace these, as they aro of public interest.

Greta Bank, Crossbill, Glasgow. James Coates.
March "th, 1892.

Simplicity of Life.

Sih,—It seems to have been generally considered a great
lapse for Laurence Oliphant to have engaged in those manual
occupations imposed upon him by Mr. Harris, and | think
you have yourself deplored that his wife should have degraded
herself by washing tlothes. Well, for my part, | s«
nothing degrading in such sort of manual, or menial work,
and | should have no worse opinion of the Queen if she
washed her own clothes, or of the Prince of Wales if he
blacked his own boots, | was reared in the Old Country as a
gentleman, yot, living the life of a hermit out here, | have
for over a quarter of a century done nearly eveiy
mortal thing for myself. | have been a hewer of wood and
drawer of water, done all my own household work, cooking,
baking bread, clearing up, washing, darned my own socks,
mended my own clothes, been my own gardener, bushmar,
horsjbreaker, groom or ostler and boots. Yet with all this,
1 think 1 have managed to keep myself tolerably well abrea t
with the thought of the age, though not quite as well as if
| had lived in London during the time. 1 have also for
about thirty years been a constant contributor to the local
newspapers. | hear that the farm labourers—the young
men at home—aro deserting the country and flocking into the
towns, to such an extent that tho farmers are much incon-
venienced, and have to employ mere boys Now, why should
not young mon of the middle class at home go for a while into
the country, and take a turn at the plough or harvest work ?
I suppose such work would be thought dreadfully demeau-
ing. Stuffl “When Adam delved and Eve span, who
was then tho gentleman ? " By such rural work young nun
might lay a foundation of good health, which would be of
great value to them in the battle of life. I think it would
be well if there was Toro simplicity of life and less
exclusiveness; people and thoir hired domestic servants
lived on Toro equal terms, and all menial work was not, to
the extent it is at present, thrust on to the shoulders of a
class. However, though our social state cannot bo changed
all at once, | have little doubt it will bo in time; that tliote
will be much elevation of tho at present lower classes, and
that our social relationship with each other will be very
different from that which it is at present. Education will
probably work wonders.

Otago, New Zealand. Colonus.

Free-Will and Determinism.

Sir,—“Thoughts of a Human Automaton,” by Henry
Blanchamp, in the “ Fortnightly Review ” for March, will
have a disagreeable flavour for many' who will read it to tho
end. Tho views aro not new. but tho plain, blank material-
ism, also called Determinism, of the modern philosopher is
vigorously set forth for our satisfaction. This doctrine,
which denies free-will altogether in any’ form, is once more
fastened on to the Darwinian thoory of evolution. It is to
bo tho true and only substitute for ethics and religion, and

* No.—Eu. "Liuht.”
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is to be taught in our echoub; it will foster and develop all
thu virtuua. A fuw extracts will sutiiee in illibtrHtnri :—

Free will is a myth invented by inati to sail -fy liis
emotions, not Ina ruMMHi. If it was once possible lor a
rational being to uUetttoll thia fact, thu dmeovirriM of
Darwin must have act Jun doubts at rent (p. 390).

Thanks to thu mistaken policy of the Church, and thunkt
to thu dissemination of French ideas ami of popular Mciuntifie
mannala and lectures, thu nmtorhdiiHic school of thought Is
every day strengthening its hold upon thu commonsiumtc of

conservative Britain (». 301).
Thu law of heredity conclusively demonstrates that free

will and freedom of action stand in the category of living
imaginings (p. 3h7).

Religion as a superfluity should he excluded from all
educational institution*. Itd placo will be supplied by the
erwd of scientific philosophy—Determinism. The primary
principle of Determinism, namely, that a human Udng is an
automaton, and therefore not responsible for his thoughts or
his acts, taken t jguther with its corollaries, more than
suffices fur every intellectual need hitherto provided for by
religion. . . . Thu Duterminist is never harrussud by
doabu—the Rock of Agee is fragile compared with the
adamantine foundation of his creed (p. 4))).

It is difficult to see thu purpose of such an article at this
time, unless it is to raise a strong protest against its teach-
ing and to elicit an argument on the other side. It is to
i*u hoped that energy will not be spent on ths refutation.
The artide carries its own antidote for those who have
knowhe.~?; it can onlv serve to amuse such as dabble in the
new science of the “ Cnknowable **; it will confirm Spiritual-
isis in their belief that it is only by perpetual iteration of

their most elementary farts that any impression can be made
uizn the DeteNimiuiirns' doctrine of Denial.
March 8th 1802.
A Cur-Troa Incident In the Life of Spurgeon Ver!fled.

Sib.—The following appeared in the ~Christian Herald =

foe February lltb \—

The Bcimyecs and Oral Ring.—Mr. Arthur Mawr .Seven
Hoose. Irvnbridze, Salop, writes: -Some of the inedsenu in
Mr Spargwc's fife savoured of the miraculous. Part_lr]? one
day from his invalid wife, on the usual round of visifs to
meoiberv of his congregation, he asked if she could suggest
anything which could relieve the monotony of her sufferings.

th ap0? i«s fur the singularity of the idea, she replied
that the had a fac r for the persuasion of a piping bullfinch
a&d an opal rin ot_)f'_ects which the worthy minister would
n.t have felt justified in buying. Having concluded a
n>t to a famII%I Who were about t0 emigrate, he was
recult-: to hear that the lady had a piping bullfinch which
she wxhi WX take with her. and requested permission to
) 't to Mrs Spurgecn. mm his return home, a member
ci the cottg?e£*soez cjuxe-d to submwmitta question of conscience
to his <r He had pideei up an opal ring, which,
falling the discorerr of an owrer by the police. hi/J been
jwturaed V/ him  'A'as he justifced"in posseeeing it r On
the cbri.c» assurance he bilged to “reaeut it to

Mrt i-pcrghGe.*
| we? recum :er Betera! years ag-j. be?:ng in an issue of

M A L

tte Herahi * an eecount similar TeTery essential
to teis mre recent or>c. Being much interested
oft M\, > . kaurag the Tta>ue of an Uftsnediate verinexution,

I U <mne wh > Mr ikssrgvsu tr>t matter, and promptly
a "p*y frxe Lis fiecTetary wnfruung the authecr»
«trance and a.e&oet incredible statement
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SOCIETY WORK. |

| OH-fftiondi'ti~“t* wko ntmL un not’i/ce of  work of tki ~THuty

Ky WrilM U* dutUnfufi v

tkry d wtH

and ky Ufyn.nLmy fhrir wAjhfHnrn to their coiMnunwiii,* 1

Untion I/t thrtf vequire mr.nta often r.oinprhi  to A
p~ott +

kaliont. No vhtMer. rnrhtd kiter than Un,
eare 0/ udiniiuan. |

SikAiFonn Society of Shjutcailewi, Workman .
West Ham-eave, E.—Hcrvicj every Sunday a
Speaker for March 20th, Mr. J. Veitch ; subject., E&ﬂk

|

voyaneu."'—J .A.
17, Maioex' I'xe, Covey? Cnkbey, W.C,—Mm, [

Bingham will gladly welcome Sjiirituatists and in7A<vj/v*>.
her He*meill every Thurnd~y at m p.m. prompt;

—edium.—.J. H. B.
Fokett Hill.— Mr.

23, D”eroNhnlUE-road,
Sunday last gaveus an intei™*—. d--cour»e on As}f-* >
On 7hursday last we had an excellent with Mi",

Sunday next, Mr. Humphr~ies, at 7 p.m. On the,

Bliss at 8 o'clock. —F. V. '
14. Orchard roao, Stefteedn Bex't, W—On

last wo had a crowded meeting, and Mr.
gave us a beautiful discourse u;xm “ Eternal 1V'i/'rrcM S
Francis and Mr. Anderson alv/ addrM>ed the reotIL"y
< ASpiritualism and Cnrl™["nl.y—a CH"trast.” Sunday =
7 p.m., oj>rn meeting.  Turrdays, at 8 p.m., resg> u*
Mas/m.—d. H. B., H'on. Sec. :
Peckham S/x.iety Or Sfiritcals.tm, W/xcteStee L,
Hiot-.7TREEt.—We had a good
both morning and evening.  Mr. Veitch gave us anez*"j|
address on <“After Drath—W!Ihit?” Sunday nrzt .
Mrs. Bell : evening, Rev. IVw*and Young, “Tik jO
writing on thr W’\IIP/' Thursdays, at 8 p.m., ' PAyhcm;
mr',
Sotth I/mix/x Society of Sr/eiri'CALTTih, 3J1, Cax;
well New-roal, S.E.—On Sunday, March 20th. a cen/4(
song will be given at 7 p.rn. by thr Lyceum children
Mr. Coleman, entitled * Thr Mj'iiistering Spirits,” Or. 2u |
day, 24th inat.. a special general meeting of thr mesbw. |
8.30 will be held. On Thursday in last week, Mr. Cz/."js"j
a few psychometrical delineations, and on Sunday hat vt ~1
a successful meeting "th Mr. W. 0. Drake, wn™~aMae
excellent address on u Spirit SManffo-tathw in the H*1
Circle.T—W. G. C-x/te, Asuistant Secretary.

The SFiIfUTUCAINW C'okRE/jroxDEso  Sxliety will
quirera. Copies of “ LicTi,” leaflet* on Spiriuudhmk, ant x
of members ..m r>i tw:ipt of stamped envelop. Ad'dra».
Allex. Hon. Sec., 1i Berkley-terrace. White pi/it-h/ir, Tk
Park, Eusex. or W. C. Robson, D/6, Rye Hill, Nrrwow>*
Tynr. The Manor Park branch will hold the foikwmg &
in'/t at Berkley-terrace : on Sunday, at 11/Ti a.m., for oakm
and inquirers; on Friday, at 8.15 p.m., for Spiir.tualKtr
the study of mediumship.  Also at 1, Winifred-r >d, We
Post-Une, on Tirsday, at 8 p.m., experimental a:&.oe- -l

King* Ckos Scxtety, Cofext'aoex Hall, 18L (/.«h
HaoEX-uTANEN— On Sunday the expeeud speaker ditapp.-sd
us, and Mr. Emms upon thr need of ref.fx rJ
Spentualum.  Sunday next, Mr. E. Long ““Strong Posti d

Spirizualiarn.”  Sunday, March 27th, Mrs. Treadwell, © m?!
became a Spirituauii*.  On April 1Tth and 24tix at 10.4/ tn
Mr. Horatio Hunt will hold seances ; admaettm by tio"r.uFl
obtained of the secretary. April 24th, rrcrption and tea at; ;x|
At 7. Mr- Horatio Hunt will lecture on * Different Oritn
Ghcaxa. —T. R-. Sec.
Smrh'val Hall, B Hiohistreet, MxxTULErt-IL
Willaoe. on* of our oldest workers gave a\i vid/"eet oa ¢
last. Hr spoke cm some of the bright and dart & *
Splr'I™ialism, eLxarsxt¥"ly ardTox~.ing thr old simple tru
| «Of>tG7CImullgfih, dee., in preferfenr™ to the many bcwloers
ttroriei wjcjfch bro-sht neither ¢/nT".i"j-n to thr laurd. nte
votsc”xi to the Lean.  Sunday next, at 11 am., 5;
ist.nction betwoeu Salvaioit and Damrzatfon," K? *
E. Dale; renday, at 7 P-xI, ““Remarkable
Phr-ieaiBeiia,* Mr. T. Evcriit; Tuesday, at 8 p.m.,
able ErenU in_ T.avxre, Mr. Da-s; Thurviay, at t
aca-oe, Mrs. Spring; Satczriay, at 8 p.m” sruite, X*
Trewi win —C. H.

THE LONDOX SPIRITUALIST ALLIaAl

2, Drrxu-Wiiar? Imm, W.C

rhi Society of SpAriti2alii-t.i, founded for”™i
corp**, uarily, / »~ftitg VIAF w.z# ille a oreafa 1
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