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THE report of a Democratic Convention recently

held in Indiana says, "The chaplain prayed God

to'nurse the grand old Democratic party,' and at

once the convention broke out into cheers and

stamping of feet."

SAYS the Ottawa (Ont.) Free Press : " It is

useless to argue with awoman,' we are told; but a

woman, at the examination in moral sciences at

Cambridge, incompetitionwith males, was the only

candidate who attained a place in the first class.

The subject was Logic and Political Economy."

AFRIEND writes from New York : "The United

States Cremation Company has just purchased

eighteen and one-fifth city lots (twenty-five by

one hundred) in Newtown, just outside of Brook-

lyn, and will proceed at once to erect a brick build-

ing andmost improved Siemens furnace. Mr. Cas-

well tells me the stock is about all taken."

PAPERS like the Daily Herald of this city that

opposeBlaine because hedoesnot represent "purity

in politics," and at the same time encourage slug-

ging exhibitions and dog fights by printing de-

tailed accounts of them in their news columns,

furnish grounds for suspicion as to their sincerity.

Howcan there be "purity in politics," unless there

is purity in the people, which is certainly not pro-

moted by disgusting descriptions of brutal sports

in leading daily papers ?

COL. HIGGINSON says, in the Woman's Journal,

that he is "always a little anxious when friends of

woman suffrage lay much stress upon the probable

effect on woman's wages of the triumph of this

cause." He mentions the steady rise in the wages

of women servants who have no votes, and adds :

"The moral is that women have held their own,

and even made great gains in domestic wages,

without suffrage; and that we must look mainly

to the laws of demand and supply to regulate their

wages in future. The possession of the ballot

mayaffect them indirectly,but notclosely. What

employers pay is the laborer, not the voter."

DR. MONROE of the Iron-Clad Age, who has a

decided aversion to tobacco, attended a political

gathering recently at Indianapolis,and "wasdriven

to theopen street for respirable air" three times by

tobacco smoke, the last time "in a dazed condi-

tion." His experience leads him to remark : "A

manmaynot rightfully poison the air that another

is compelled to breathe. The smoker should go to

the woods or the woodshed or behind the barn."

He asks : "Will men never become so kind and

considerate for the comfort of their fellows as to

forego smoking in public places? Shall we never

have a race of gentlemen with too much delicacy

and taste to gratify their appetites to the annoy-

ance of their associates ?"

DURING the struggle in Norway between the

king and the oppressed people, the State Church

has stood by the king, and accomplished some

good at least in opening the eyes of multitudes

to the heartlessness and unscrupulousness of the

established religion. The Springfield Republican

mentions that "the liberal elements, in their revolt

against State religion and an irresponsible king,

have gone over altogether too generally to infi-

delity," and thinks this a "sad result." Just what

it means by "infidelity" does not appear. Some

regard Unitarianism and the "Concord philoso-

phy" as infidelity. There is no danger of too

much infidelity in Norway, if by it is meant dis-

belief in the theological dogmas of the Church

which professes to be interested in the salvation of

the people in another world, but uses its influence

to oppress them in this.

IN deference to the yet strong popular belief in

theology and reverence for the profession of its

expounders, theologians, even in this so-called age

of science, are generally selected as figure-heads

for our colleges. The reports of two or three of

the baccalaureates by New England college presi-

dents this year, in no way distinguishable from

ordinary orthodox sermons, make onewonder how

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR,

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

with knavery, and that American history consists

wholly of the record of disasters inflicted upon a

nation of charlatans for having ever ventured to

break away from dependence upon English ideas

and commodities. All at once the Republican

party, having hit several other classes of numb-

skulls over the sconce with a club in away that

has settled them and laid them out stiff, at last

turns around like abated lion upon the little tribe

of pigmy professors that have been annoying it,

and strikes them a blow such as only comes from

a lion's paw when his heavy-maned majesty of the

desert and the plain means business. Of course,

little Yale College yelps back, and between one

set of frantic kiyis and the next it gathers co-

herence enough to say that the American lion is

not pure; that the whole American people is cor-

rupt, or it would not have struck out so, like a

cyclone, with its fore paw." Where is Yale Col-

legenow?

MR. LABOUCHERE has written a letter to Stuart

Cumberland, "the,mind-reader," as follows: “You

yesterday succeeded in pointing out an article in

this room which I had thought of. Your explana-

tion of thought-reading-so called-was very in-

teresting. As I had always supposed it to be, it is

the perception of a thought in the mind of a sub-

❘ject by watching carefully its effect upon his mus-

cles. In order to succeed, it is of course necessary

for the operator to have trained himself to note

these physical indications. I am glad that you

are engaged in dispelling the nonsense which sur-

rounded the experiments, and thatyou are proving

thatyou can equal the mystic powers of the quacks

who have hitherto made money out of fools, while,

at the same time, you are able to give a natural

and reasonable explanation of what you perform."

Can Mr. Cumberland by watching the muscles dis-
long institutions of learning in which are taught tinguish between the effects produced by the

current science and philosophy, in which the pro-

fessors and students are largely free thinkers, will

continue through baccalaureate sermons to lend

their influence to perpetuate belief in unsupported

theological dogmas. Wehope that the day is not

far distant when men renowned for their scien-

tific knowledge rather than "zeal for Christ" will

be at the head of our colleges, and that the presi-

dents will deem it a part of their duty to present

in their baccalaureates the scientific and philo-

sophic thought of the day rather than the super-

stitions which have descended from past semi-civil-

ized ages.

THE Chicago Inter- Ocean is warming up to the

work of the campaign. The action of some of the

Yale College professors in expressing dissatisfac-

tion with the nominees and portions of the plat-

form of the Republican Convention held in Chi-

cago causes the Inter-Ocean to let loose on Yale in

the following amusing style : "Yale College there-

fore occupies toward the rest of the country the

attitude of an organized slander-mill, whose busi-

ness it is to teach to youth as the demonstrated

and ultimate fact in political science that the

American people are all fools, that American

statesmanship is a hollow sham largely tinged

thought of, say, two different chairs, vases, ink-

stands, papers, books, or other objects, which the

subject is accustomed to seeing in rooms? Mr.

Labouchère says that Cumberland succeeded in

pointing out an article he had thought of. We

are left in doubt whether this was done in more

than one case, which would not be conclusive, or

whether it was done after one or more failures,

and was anything more than a happy guess.

With opportunities to test several "mind-readers,"

we have never yet seen a person put to the

proof who was able to perceive a thought with-

out some expression on the part of the thinker .

Wecan understand that in some cases, especially

with children, the effect upon the muscles might

indicate to a careful observer the thought of the

subject; but we doubt whether Mr. Cumberland

haspowers ofdiscrimination enabling himgenerally

to point out objects thought of from the effects of

the thought on the muscles. We are aware that

multitudes are ready to tell of mind-reading feats
they have witnessed; but those who have had an

opportunity to test these general statements know

thatthey have little, if any,value for the investiga-

tor who insists on careful scrutiny and verification

in such matters.
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NOBLE LIVES .

The Index has already given a lengthy notice of

Mrs. Hallowell's Life and Letters of James and

Lucretia Mott. But the book has suggested to us

some special reflections which we wish to incorpo-

rate in this article. We cannot indeed linger too

long upon literary work of this sort,nor can public

attention be too often called to such lives as were

those whose portraiture is here drawn.

It is, for instance, especially good to read such a

book as this in these days, when the evil side of

human life is forcing itself somuch upon public

attention. The daily newspapers of late have been

surcharged with the record of man's misdoings,-

with the rascalities of the business world, the

downfall of trusted characters, the ravages of

intemperance, the outrages of diabolical passion,

the worse than beastly spectacle of prize fights

between man and man, the corruption in politics,

the wranglings and jealousies among public men,

who, nursing their own selfish ambitions, are

constantly putting in jeopardy the public good.

To turn from this picture, which almost daily is

forced in some shape upon our eyes, to the scenes

of life which Mrs. Hallowell has admirably de-

picted in this volume, is to renew our faltering

faith inhuman nature and the possible salvation

of the American republic. Here is described the

life of two persons who, for three-quarters of a

century, were devoted above all things else to

truth, virtue, and humanity; who were ready for

any sacrifice of self-interest, of pecuniary prospects ,

of social ties and pleasures, of the world's good

opinion even, if so only they could keep a conscience

voidof offence, an unsullied integrity, and a heart

quick to feel and help another's woe. And the

book not only brings before us the exceptionally

strong characters of one man and one woman, but

it opens for us a glimpse into many other homes

besides theirs, and passes before our view more or

less clearly the characters of other men and women

who by family tie or philanthropic work became

associated with them. A section of life is here

presented not often opened to the public gaze,

and it is a section of American society wherein the

best hopes of our country are stayed. In such

homes and characters and they are not solitary-

are the virtues that furnish the antidote for the

threatened national and social ills of modern days.

Again, this book has freshly impressed us with

the general truth of the wholesomeness of good

biography as a mental diet. It were to be wished

particularly that young persons were more drawn

to such reading. Having personally always found

biographies among the most interesting of books,

we cannot understand the distaste which many

people have for them. And when, as in this case,

the story is compact and well told and full of

incident, and is, withal, the picture of characters

of special nobleness, it seems to us to have the

elements of fascination, as well as the merit of

bringing the reader into a pure and stimulating

moral atmosphere. As one could not be in the

company of such persons as James and Lucretia

Mott without feeling the influence of their integ-

rity and purity, so the contact with their charac-

ters gained through this memorial volume is

morally inspiring and invigorating. It can but

strengthen the reader's moral ideal and quicken his

better purposes. It shows him the sublime possi-

bilities of human life when consecrated to duty.

These lofty, almost ideal, characters were actually

embodied in visible, tangible form. They were a

veritable fact. The life itself, just as it was lived

from day to day, is daguerreotyped on the page.

We have nothing to say against goodworks of

fiction. Many of them are the most truthful of

books, and there are characters drawn entirely by

the faculty of imagination that will stand by the

side of the historical page as masterly delineations

ofhuman nature. But none the less do we believe

-believe, indeed, all the more because of our re-

gard for the great masters of fiction--that there is

to-day a good deal more of fiction-writing and of

fiction-reading than is good for people. Not to

speak of the sensational type of fiction, there are

too many modern novels that deal with a kind of

social life which,however fascinating, is certainly

not elevating to those who move in it, and cannot

be elevating to those who read about it. And a

large proportion of these novels are saturated with

demoralizing views of marriage and the relation of

the sexes. Such novels enervate and waste the in-

tellectual faculties, and taint the heart with moral

poison. Would that more acquaintance with such

biographies as this of Mr. and Mrs. Mott, more

acquaintance with such bravely faithful and up-

right lives, might diminish the demand for this

unwholesome type of fiction.

And, again, it is encouraging to know what this

joint biography also teaches, that saintly lives are

not obsolete; that they have not become wholly a

matter of ecclesiastical tradition, whose chief use

is now to give names to churches and hospitals,

but that they have a real existence in modern com-

munities. In the past, however, the Church has

often made its saints of small materials. Some of

the persons it has canonized, both men and women,

were worthy of the honor. But many of the

ecclesiastical saints were declared such because of

their unnatural and purely technical services of

devotion,-for living in seclusion from their fellow-

men, for scourging and torturing their flesh, for

acts of superstitious ecstasy, and for entirely imag-

inary and fictitious benefits to humanity. The

more irrational and unnatural and unhuman they

were, the more saintly did they seem to the Chris-

tianmind of their times. But there are, we vent-

ure to affirm, as genuine saints living to-day as

ever lived in the world. They do not retire from

the world: they live in it to make it better. They

do not deem it a duty to deny and crucify the

deepest instincts and affections of the human

heart, but they sanctify these to noble ends of

human good. They are priests and priestesses in

the home, faithfully serving in all its ministrations

of mutual love and obligation. They may be

found even in politics and in the business world,-

the rare few who have no other thought than to

stand for honesty,honor, and right, let schemes of

expediency,policy, and private profit come out as

they will. They are at work for the world's good,

-not ostentatiously, but easily and quietly as their

natural habit. The cause that they know not they

search out. The ear that hears them blesses them,

and the eye that sees them bears witness to their

virtue. They are eyes to the blind, feet to the

lame,help to the poor and the needy, a resistance

before the path of the wicked, and the blessing of

him that was ready to perish comes upon them,

such are the evidences of the saints and their

doings in the modern world. And, by this token,

James and Lucretia Mott might rightfully wear

the name : only, no name could give them fairer

honor than the plain untitled Quaker names they

always wore.

And, finally, no work of fiction could be brought

to a happier conclusion than was the life of this

faithful pair. It is reassuring to our confidence

in the good instincts of humanity to know that,

though they were compelled by conscience to walk

for the great part of their lives an unpopular way

which brought upon them great opprobrium, such

moral faithfulness did not fail at last to win the

regard and reverence even of the world that had

once condemned. They had passed through the

ordeal of many trials. They had been made to

feel the bitterness of sectarian strife and division,

and hadbeen subjected to the spirit of persecution

even in their own peaceful sect. They had faced

mobs and had their meetings broken up by vio-

lence in the anti-slavery struggle. Their Philadel-

phia home was well known to be one of the

sheltering-places of fugitive slaves, and more than

once was threatened with destruction. But the

days of this evil passion passed by. With the

outbreak of the rebellion and the downfall of

slavery, a veil was lifted from many eyes, and

heart looked into heart as never before. The

prophets whom the people had stoned the people

were now ready to crown. Garrison went to his

grave covered with public honors, buried from a

church and eulogized from a pulpit where, fifteen

years before, he would not have been permitted to

open his lips. A few months ago, Boston's citi-

zens of all classes and parties filed through Faneuil

Hall to do reverence to Wendell Phillips in his

coffin. And, like many others, James and Lucre-

tia Mott outlived the odium and the bitterness of

the exciting struggles through which they had

passed. Their last years were full of happiness

and peace. Evidences of regard and gratitude

poured in upon them from all quarters. And,

when they died,the whole community gave judg-

ment as with one voice, "Herewas the fine great-

ness of noble character."

Wм. Ј. РOTTER.

WHO ARE THE FITTEST ?

Weeds would be fitter than flowers to grow in

our gardens, if it were not for the gardener. Mere

strength of mind andbody is not the only element

of human fitness, for society keeps at work weed-

ing out those men andwomen whowill not com-

ply with the conditions of general welfare. The

people fittest for survival are those who are, not

only the strongest, but also the most obedient to

the moral laws. Courts and prisons are among the

tools by which the most unfit are weeded out.

Thus, society chooses who is fit to have more room

to grow and who is to be plucked up. Looking at

present condition alone, there is nobody so unfit to

survive as a baby. Leave it to itself, and it would

perish. But babies are not left to perish ; for

society looks ahead, as a gardener does, and thinks

of what is to be. Beneath the baby's present un-

fitness there may slumber capacities and powers

which some day will place it among the fittest.

So the baby has a chance to show what sort of a

man or woman it is going to make. Thus, we

take account of the future as well as of the pres-

ent, and of moral conduct as well as of natural

gifts, in deciding who are the fittest.
And, from this point of view, it is plain that

the future welfare of our race demands that its

fittest members have every possible opportunity to

flourish, and also to propagate themselves in suc-

ceeding generations. To check the development

of the fit, in order to delay the disappearance of

the unfit, would be a grievous wrong. Hence,

the justice of Prof. Sumner's advice not to be

led by our pity for the degraded and dangerous

classes into giving them what would be useful

to the industrious, intelligent, and virtuous. The

difficulty of the case lies partly in the fact that

aman who is entirely without pity for any other

man, however vicious, does not himself come up

fully to the moral standard of fitness for survival,

and partly in the fact that it is very hard to tell

whether any human being has fallen too low to

be beyond recovery. What we do individually

for any one ought certainly to be regulated by our



THE INDEX JULY 3 1884 3

le

to

1,

n

d

0-

1-

e

Π

e

e

f

1

uine university success has been achieved by Prof.

Burgess; and this achievement gives importance

towhatever he mayhave to say about the organi-

zation and character of the American University.

He asks three questions : When shall the Amer-

shall it be ? His answersmay be put into the three

words : 1. "Now." 2. "Boston." 3. "German."

faith inhis capacity for developing fitness for sur-

vival. For instance, when a drunken man asks

me for money, it is my plain duty to refuse, as

Icould not easilydoworse with the amount, and

might, in many ways, use it more beneficially.

What society ought to do with the habitual drunk-❘ican University be? Where shall it be ? What

ard is another question ; but whatever it gives him

should be in such a shape as will be most likely,

not only to check his intemperance, but to hinder

his having children to inherit it. So, again, it

may be our duty as acommunity to give every
criminal a chance to reform; but honest and in-

dustrious people have a plain right to insist that

the criminal, so long as he remains unreformed,

shall be prevented from committing or propagat-

ing crime. Paupers who are willing to improve

mayclaim help from society, but those who pre-

fer to live in idleness and degradation ought not

to be assisted in handingdown their type of char-

acter to future generations. We cannot leave

them to starve, but we need not help them to

fatten in pampered idleness ; and we should not

suffer them to increase and multiply. The great-

est kindness to paupers and criminals does not

consist in helping them to remain what they are.

And whatever we do to improve their condition

ought to be done with due reference to the fact

that there are other members of society who are

already improving themselves surely and rapidly,

and who could use far more advantages than they

get. Charity to the unfit may be good, but better

far is justice to the fittest.

F. M. HOLLAND.

THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY .

Wehavecometo the beginning of a genuinely

scientific epoch in the history of education in the

United States. The chaos of ambitious enterprise,

good impulse, misdirected energy, inflation and

crotchety denominational benevolences is being

succeeded by definite inquiry, strict method, gen-

uine scholarship and impatience of waste. Criti-

cal students ofpedagogy have appeared among us ;

our larger colleges are full of menwhom long ex-

perience in theEuropean universities has cured of

pride, and given higher standards ; every depart

ment of our education is having sharp questions

put to it ; and the whole system, from the primary

school to the university, is undergoing notable

changes.

Ofall the questions,none is more important cer-

tainly, than the question of the university. And

no American scholar could address himself to the

question, whose word would be likely to get more

respectful attention, or to deserve it, than Prof.

Burgess',whose little pamphlet upon "The Ameri-

canUniversity" is just published by Messrs. Ginn

&Heath. It is the work of Prof. Burgess, more

than any other one thing, perhaps, which has

given Columbia College its recent renaissance.

The school of history and politics, which he has

there organized, is probably doing the best work

which is being done in history and politics at any

ofour Americancolleges. And this whole impor-
tant work has been carried on with that combined

breadth and accuracy which it is so essential to

have combined here. The Columbia historical

menbecome inspiredwith adread and impatience

alike of the massing of facts, uncontrolled by

general principles and directed to no convictions,

and of that perhaps worse thing, "philosophy of

history," with no solid and reliable study of the

facts of history at the bottom. Empty schematiz-

ing and blind statisticizing have both been well

avoided. Warp and woof have both been well

lookedafter,and there seems to be the "requisite

wholeness of good tissue" in the result. This gen-

Prof. Burgess is a thorough-going advocate of

the German system. "We can do no better," he

says, with respect to methods of university in-

struction, "than follow, in the main, the German

example, and should not be repelled from it by

the indiscriminate charge of slavish imitation."

He says substantially the same in discussing the

subject of the organization of the Faculties, the

system of discipline, and the relations of the Fac-

ulties to the corporation, or the government. Do

as the Germans do, not because it is German,

but because it is best. "The Germans have come

to the solution of the question of these relations

first, simply because they are further along in the

development of the true university than any other

nationality."

Only in one essential particular would Prof.

Burgess have the American University differ from

the German in its organization. A permanent

presidency is no part of the German system. A

rector is chosen annually by the professors from

among themselves, and a dean for each Faculty.

For the American University, a president seems,

to Prof. Burgess, indispensable, at least until the

university is fully developed. "That necessity,"

he says, "springs out of the fact that the American

University must be a private institution, resting

upon voluntary contribution for its support. To

meet this condition successfully in our American

society, the university must have a permanent rep-

resentative before the public,-aman who shall not

onlybe a great scholar and a sound pedagogue, but

who shall be possessed of social position, dignity

of manner, and business tact, of energy, enthusi-

asm, and the power to inspire, in other words, a

manwho can direct the surplus of great incomes

into the university treasury, and give wisest coun-

sel to the trustees in its expenditure. Moreover,

in the earlier periods of the foundation and growth

of the university, a president, great in scholarship

and in the knowledge of educational systems, keen

in discrimination andsound in his judgment and

estimation of men, is the best means which a

board of trustees can employ for the original con-

stitution of the Faculties."

That the university in America, unlike Ger-

many, must be a private institution, seems to be a

foregone conclusion with Prof. Burgess. "I think

we may safely assume at the outset," he says,

"that the university will not now thrive here as

an institution of the State. The rapidly shifting

policies in legislation and the rapidly rotating per-

sonnel of administration render the government,

either of the nation or Commonwealth, utterly

unfit to direct the development of the higher

education. Moreover, there is nothing which

would offer to the universal demagogism ofAmeri-

can politics so capital a point of attack as the

appropriations necessary to the support of the

university.... The American University mustbe

a private institution, supported by private dona-

tions, and directed by an association of private

persons..:: It cannot be otherwise so long as the

politic which has reigned here for a good half-

century continues, and there is little prospect dis-

coverable at thismoment that it will ever cease."

Here of course ground is entered where two or

three subjects of controversy are at once suggested ;

but, although we are of those who take a more

hopeful view of American politics than Prof. Bur-

gess expresses in these and other words, he is

probably right in the main as to the better fortune

of the American University now in substantial

freedom from State control.

Prof. Burgess' Germanism appears again in his

strong plea for the gymnasium. The American

college, in its present form, he hopes to see

become an extinct species. "I am unable to di-

vine," he says, "what is to be ultimately the posi-

tion of colleges which cannot become universities,

and which will not be gymnasia. I cannot see

what reason they will have to exist. It will be

largely a waste of capital to maintain them, and

largely a waste of time to attend them." He

holds that the reformation of our system of sec-

ondary education will take the direction of an

addition of two or three years to the courses of

the academies and high schools, making a con-

tinuous curriculum of seven to nine years, giving

the pupil a good knowledge of the languages, pure

mathematics to the calculus, and the elements of

the natural sciences, history, and literature. There

should be such institutions in every large town,

and graduates should advance directly from these

to the university.

"The student should enter the university only

after he has become prepared, through the variety,

quantity, and quality of his discipline and knowl-

edge, to specialize in any and every direction."

The primest function of the gymnasium is disci-

pline. "The primest function of the university is

the discovery of new truth, the increase of knowl-

edge in every direction." "Although the univer-

sity should instruct as well as discover and con-

serve, yet its means and its energies should not

be expended upon the mere pratique of its subjects.

In theology, for instance, it should not be held to

teach forms and rubrics, better learned at the

reading-desk of some church." "It is possible,"

says Prof. Burgess, on another page, "to have a

theological school which is no university Faculty of

theology at all. In fact, most of the theological

schools in the United States are not, and for the

simple reason that there is no philosophical Fac-

ulty connected with them to furnish the broad

basis of psychology, logic, history, literature, and

philology, upon which all development and prog-

ress in theology must rest. The mere acquirement

of creeds and ritual is not university theology."

Prof. Burgess laments the lack of breadth and

depth in so many of our American students, and

the narrow manner in which so many govern all

their studies by prudential and "practical" con-

siderations, with no care for knowledge and schol-

arship for their own sakes. "It is disheartening,"

he says, "to a true lover of learning to hear the

talk in which the graduates of colleges generally

indulge concerning the uselessness of any study for

them which does not connect itself directly with

the practice of some profession. They will enter

the law department or the medical department

or the theological department of a university ; but

theywill limit their studies to what theycall the

practical side of their profession,-i.e., they will

eschewcarefully the cognate and auxiliary studies

inwhat the Germans call the Faculty of philoso-

phy,-studies which lift their professions out of

the condition of amere technique into the position

of a true science. They are therefore not univer-

sity students in the true sense, but undergraduates
oftechnical schools ."

Prof. Burgess thinks that this is true of the

mass of our college graduates. But it is not true

of all. He dwells upon the wisdom and energy of

large numbers who are now laying broad founda-

tions, and the true scholastic zeal and spirit which

is now so evident in many American quarters.

He dwells upon the significance of the fact that
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our colleges furnish annually several hundreds of

students to the universities of Germany. This is

one of the important facts which warrant us to

believe that the time for a true university in

America is now. The time for a university is

"when there exists in the nation the surplus of

wealth to support it, the body of scholars to form

its Faculties, and the body of students qualified by

previous training and acquirements to profit by

university work." We possess such a body of

students ; American scholarship has proved itself,

and we possess the material whereof to make

university professors; and "the home of the great-

est universities of the world, Germany, is poor in

comparison with the United States."

Where ? The American University must be "at

or near a centre of wealth and culture." Such a

centre is important for a university anywhere, be-

cause of the aid of its museums, libraries, hospi-

tals, and varied life. Where private donation is

the source of university support, it is almost neces-

sary that the university be located near acentre of

wealth. "Some individuals will indeed be found

who are willing to bestow aid upon far-off enter-

prises, but the greatness of the amount necessary

to found and maintain a university can hardly be

secured without the incentive of local pride."

There is at least one centre in the United States

which seems to Prof. Burgess to fulfil all require-

ments. That centre is Boston; and the page in

which the New York professor descants upon the

history, traditions, and social conditions which

have created the general culture and consolidated

public spirit of Boston will be pleasurable reading

for the proud Bostonian. "Whether we have more

than one such community," he says, "remains yet

tobe seen. We have other cities in which riches

abound to a higher degree even than in Boston ;

but the reign of excessive individualism and the

elaboration of private luxuryhave thus far largely

negatived the conditions for the development of a

cultured community and a cultured public spirit.

Where the rich man considers that he must have

is palace in the city, his villa in the country, and

his cottage by the sea, his steam-yacht,his coach

and four and his private car, in order to be com-

fortable, little will remain from the largest income

for the higher education of the community or the

nation."

This scourging is evidently meant for NewYork.

Or is Prof. Burgess not here beckoning to New

York over Boston's shoulders, trying to provoke

her to generous emulation ? There is certainly

much to warrant the belief that there will grow up

about Columbia College, in due time, such auni-

versity as will satisfy Prof. Burgess' definition

and demand. And, with Johns Hopkins Univer-

sity before us, the one institution in the country

where genuine university methods obtain, an insti-

tution which is rooting and extending itself with

remarkable wisdom, and achieving remarkable re-

sults, it is scarcely in order to speak of the organ-

ization of the American University as altogether a

thing of the future, as Prof. Burgess seems to do.

The spectacle of the really wonderful work-for

wonderful it is which is already being done by

this young Baltimore university should do more

than even Prof. Burgess' word to stimulate Bos-

ton to build up, in Harvard, a university commen-

surate with the present demands of the highest

American scholarship and with the true greatness

of the American commonwealth. Prof. Burgess

is to be thanked for aword so simple, so pointed,

and so suggestive. It would be well if the various

interests of the higher education in America were

in the hands of men so broad, so serious, and so

competent.

" THE BOOK OF THE BEGINNINGS."*

After Dr. Newton last fall was requested by his

bishop to discontinue his Sunday afternoon lect-

ures, in consequence of the publicity given them

and the excitement produced among his more

orthodox brethren by the views advanced in regard

to the Bible, it will be remembered that the lect-

ures ceased. In the preface to The Book of the

Beginnings, recently published, the author says,

"For me there was but one path open,-respectful

obedience. But the singular position in which I

was thus putmade it seem due, alike to mypeople
and myself, that the public should be enabled to

judge of the real nature of the lectures, which had

called forth such a very unusual, if not unprece-

dented, episcopal interruption of a presbyter in

the course of his parochial ministrations. Neither

deference to mybishop nor the sincerest desire for

peace can make it right that I and the people who

have so loyally upheld me in good report and in

evil report should rest under the misconstructions

which have been placed upon the teachings of All

Souls' pulpit."

In this work, which has been prepared for the

press under great disadvantages, Dr. Newton has

presented with force and clearness his views as to

the character and history of the Pentateuch, and

indicated his method of studying and interpreting

the Bible. The distinguishing feature of the Pen-

tateuch, he says, is that "it is not so much a his-

tory of the political or social life of the people as

of their religious life." It gives "the origins of

Israel as understood by the Israelites themselves."

They ascribed their laws to Jehovah as other peo-

ples claimed theirs came from the gods. The in-

terference of Jehovah in Hebrew affairs was noth-

ing exceptional, for this is common to the story of

all early races. Discrepancies such as that Abra-

ham onaccount of his age, being one hundred years

of age, could not believe a son should be born to him

and yet forty years later had six sons by Keturah,

are thus explained in the language of Bleek : "The

most probable solution is that the author of the

book adopted early records wholly or in part into

edge." At best,Moses could have produced only

one of the strands in this composite work, of

which proof is lacking, or have been an editor of

other men's compositions, which "looks very im-

probable."

Dr. Newton shows that the Pentateuch grew

with the growth of the Hebrew people,"by accumu-

lations which we canpeel off and assign approxi-

mately to their several ages." It has marks of story-

tellers and poets, and contains ancient legends and

nature-myths "disguised unwittingly as history,

whose beauty we may freely enjoy without being

beguiled into mistaking fancy for fact, poetry for

prose, the drapery for the historic forms beneath

it." It is evident that the author has no belief in

any of the alleged miracles of the Pentateuch ; and

yet he touches this subject with caution, which

his position probably requires. "No dogmatic

denial of miracle is here made. Those who can

receive these stories as in all details literal history

are free to do so, and those who suspect their his-

torical exactness are equally free thus to judge

where Providence has been pleased to leave these

matters to the unauthenticated testimony of anony-

mous books composed so many centuries after the

events described."

The great historic fact, the kernel of the story,

-namely, the reality of Moses and of the mission

on which he was sent of God,-remains, certified

as it is "by the traditions of Israel, with some cor-

roboration from the traditions of Egypt." Our au-

thor, we judge, believes Moses was sent of God in

much the same sense that he would say that Lu-

ther and Washington were sent of God. The

books of the Pentateuch "were not miraculously

communicated to the minds of the writers either

by direct dictation from God or by any modifica-

tion of such a theory of inspiration as the ingenu-

ity of Jewish and Christian rabbins has devised."

Yet to the Hebrew came "a new and higher

thought ofHimwhom they ignorantly worshipped,"

and this thought was a revelation. Nurtured "in

all the wisdom of the Egyptians," in the philos-

ophy of Egyptian priests, led by Providence in

"the world-old school of Spirit, the wilderness,"

hiswork, retaining partially or entirely their origi- brooding through years in the mountains ofAra-
nal form and character, without any general at-

tempt to connect them organically or to blend

them into one whole."

The Pentateuch is disclosed by its internal

structure to be, like all early histories, a composite

work, welding together separate writings, "a woven

tissue, three of whose strands we can fairly well

pick out." The tradition which assigns the Pen-

tateuch to Moses lacks solidity. The work as a

whole appears anonymously. Dr. Newton asks,

"Is it conceivable that the Divine Being who, as

the narrative runs, himself gave the law here

embodied to Moses on Sinai, and who was himself

the chief actor in the history here given, should

have left the record of his action to the authority

of anonymity ?" To the statement that Christ

received the Pentateuch as from Moses, our author

replies, "without raising any question as to the

absolute accuracy of the reports of Christ's lan-

guage," that Christ must have spoken down "to the

level of his hearers," talked "in the current terms of

theday,""accommodating his thought and language

to the conceptions of his hearers." Furthermore,

not "in any view of Christ are we bound to believe

that he [Christ] necessarily knew that there was

little ground for the tradition in which he had

been nurtured. The highest thought of Christ's

nature possible does not deny that he shared the

limitations of his age in matters of mere knowl-

EDWIN D. MEAD.

*The Book of the Beginnings. A Study of Genesis, with

an Introduction of Genesis. By R. Heber Newton, Rector

of All Souls' Protestant Episcopal Church, New York City.

New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 27 and 29 West 23d Street.

1884. pp. 311.

bia, while watching his flocks, over the problem of

being till the "common bush grew afire with

God, " Moses came to perceive what was cen-

turies beyond the grasp of the Hebrew people,-

the truth of the unity and spirituality and right-

eousness of God. But since, as Dr. Newton does

not fail to mention, Moses must "have been initi-

ated into the secret philosophy of the learned

priesthood, which behind the outward symbolism

of an apparently idolatrous system veiled pro-

found conceptions of the unity, the spirituality, and

righteousness of the Divine Being," it is not nec-

essary to suppose that Moses derived his thought,

which became a revelation to the Hebrews, from

any other than purely natural sources. It would

be easy to show that Dr. Newton's criticism of the

Pentateuch, in which he presents some of the re-

sults of the best Biblical scholarship, cuts away

the whole foundation of supernatural Christianity ;

but our only object here is to give some idea of

the views presented in the book and the author's

method of treating his subject.

RELIGION IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS .

The following is an extract from an editorial in

the Catholic Examiner :-

The Boston Index, which is an exceedingly able

liberal journal, copies our paragraphs in reference to

the recent decision of State Superintendent Ruggles

that religion must be excluded from the class rooms ,

and says , "Evidently, the Examiner desires the public

schools to be neither 'Protestant' nor 'Godless,' but
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Catholic." Our liberal contemporary is right. The

Examiner would have the schools "neither 'Protes-

tant' nor 'Godless,' but Catholic." It would have

them so; for it sees-as all must see who are not

blind-that both "Protestant" and "Godless" schools

are lacking in very essential qualities.

Index seems to think that we would have Catholicity

taught in the public schools, to the exclusion of all

other beliefs. Such is not the case. We insist that

it is necessary that religious instruction should be

given to the children, and some of the ablest men of

our time are of the same opinion. But we cannot

allow that it shall be strictly Protestant, and we do

not ask that it shall be exclusively Catholic. It is

quite possible to allow both.

Our Catholic contemporary says that we are

right, that it wouldhave the schools Catholic, and

yet it would not exclude from them "other beliefs."

It cannot allow that the religious instruction shall

be "strictly Protestant," and does not ask that it

be "exclusively Catholic." It would admit both

Catholic and Protestant instruction in the schools.

Would it also agree to the instruction of children

of Hebrew parents in the Hebrew religion, of

children of Buddhist in Buddhism, of children of

Spiritualists in Spiritualism, of children of Theists,

Pantheists, Materialists, and Atheists in the relig-

ion or philosophy of these different classes respec-

tively? Since the public schools are supported by

all classes of believers and unbelievers, should the

children of any class be compelled to receive re-

ligious instruction against the wishes of their

parents or guardians ? Why not let the public

schools be devoted wholly to secular education,

the importance of which is acknowledged by all ?

And then, if theological instruction is deemed im-

portant by some, let those who desire it sustain

theological schools under their private direction and

at their own expense, to counteract the injurious

influence their children may receive from studying

arithmetic, geography, and grammar without at

the same time hearing anything about Jesus or his

virginmother, heaven,hell, or purgatory.

ALTHOUGH the Truth-seeker, under its present

editorial management,has improved greatly, much

to the satisfaction of all who wish to see the

character of the liberal press in this country ele-

vated, it still too often mistakes personalities for

proofs and violence of assertion for vigor of

thought. But we refer to this paper now only

to copy the following extract from one of its

editorials in last week's issue. It says : "Mr.

Underwood at Syracuse stultified Mr. Underwood

at Philadelphia. If the gentleman honestly thinks

hewas mistaken in 1876, he has not said so; yet

respect for his subsequent attitude to the League

would seem to demand such a declaration. " We

certainly do not think we were "mistaken in 1876"

in introducing and supporting the resolutions

which were adopted in regard to indecent publi.

cations. Our "attitude to the League" has never

been inconsistent with those resolutions. We are

willing to stand by the position affirmed in those

resolutions today. There never has been a time

since 1876 when we were unwilling to defend that

position. The resolutions were expressly worded to

avoid objections which had prevented the adoption

of a resolution introduced by Mr. S. P. Andrews.

The objections to Mr. Andrews' resolution did not

impress us very forcibly at the time; and we voted

for it, but were much better satisfied with the

resolutions which were adopted. In the light

afforded by eight years' investigation and discus-

sion of the subject, we now see that the action of

the Congress in regard to Mr. Andrews' resolution

waswise; andwe are well satisfied with the posi-

tion declared in the resolutions that were adopted,

-resolutions that we wrote, Mr. Abbot approved,

and the Congress passed, if we mistake not, almost

unanimously.

ADHERENTS of the late Chunder Sen, those of

the Darbar party, not content with keeping vacant

the pulpit which he occupied, have devised other

modes of honoring him. "The Alok, the organof

Mr. Mozoomdar's party, informs us," says the Ind-

ian Messenger, "that, in their singing and preach-

ing peregrinations over the town, our friends now

carry with them the carpet-seat on which their late

minister used to sit, and place it before themwhile

singing or preaching in any place. The Dharma-

tatva, the organ of the Darbar party, defends such

proceedings by arguments like the following:

Those objects which are specially connected with-

him do, by psychological laws, materially help

to diffuse the influence of his life. The vedi and

the prayer-seat of Acharyadeva especially bear

this influence, hence their importance (lit.,glory,-

gaurab). What respect is paid to the sandals of

saintly men ! Ignorant people even worship them

in some places. Who can touch those sandals

with their feet? Who is there whose heart does

not tremble in sitting on the seat charged with

the influence of great men!' (Dharmatatva, 1st

and 16th Baisakh, article on Our Doctrine of Resur-

rection.)"

THERE is an error in the common saying that

we ought to speak only good of the dead. We

should say only good of any one, living or dead,

unless we are compelled in the fulfilment of a

real duty to say what is bad. But, whether it

be good or bad, we should speak the truth,

and nothing but the truth; and the fact that

the subject of our words is dead does not

alter our obligation to tell the truth. That the

dead cannot defend themselves from the conse-

quences of our utterances should render every

chivalrous person scrupulously careful to avoid

unjust or unkind speech concerning them, but it

may become a public duty to hold up the past

wickedness of adead man to a justly earned con-

tempt. A great deal of weak sentiment is afloat

among men; and the old and oft-quoted Latin

maxim which bids us speak only good of the dead

serves a good purpose as a caution, yet none the

less illustrates moral feebleness rather than either

force or true charity.-The Congregationalist.

THE following is from an editorial in the Pres-

byterian, which does "not rejoice in defections from

the Scriptural system of theology," but is "glad

when the positions which men take are clearly

unveiled, and their place in the contending hosts

clearly defined" : "Mr. Beecher has reached the

same point in his serious doctrinal defection that

is occupied by the Unitarian organ. In the ser-

mon lately preached before the students of Cornell

University, he is reported to have said : 'Christ's

work was not to restore a fallen and lost race.

Therewas not any fall. When he speaks of men

being lost, it is the figure of a shepherd whose

sheep have wandered. His mission was to raise

and carry forward the ignorant, the sinful, the

wretched. Neither did he come to suffer in man's

place. The doctrine of original sin and that Christ

suffered in man's place is a monstrosity. "

"T. B. W." IN Man quotes a paragraph from

The Index, and adds : "We are glad to see The

Index join in the protest against abandoning the

word 'religion' to the theologians. The Radical

Review has also come to the front nobly in re-

fusing to give up this word, and in recogniz-

ing the 'Religion of Humanity' in its broadest

sense as the flower of civilization and progress.

There is no other word that will express the

higher integration or synthesis of science and

humanity, which are the successors of the theo-

logical ideas . Fundamentally, religion means so-

cial union and obligation: the God idea was

merely the incident. The religions of Confucius

and Buddha had not even that incident. The old

word has good meaning and metal in it. Stamp

it anew, and send it down the ages again."

EDITH SIMCOx, in a letter printed in the Pall

Mall Gazette on the rights of woman, observes :

"Signs show, surely, that the workers are with us.

As Mr. Conway points out, the thinkers were with

us long ago. It is a curious question, What, then,

can block the way? And, in truth, it is to be

feared that the strength of the opposition comes

from the ranks-alas ! still too numerous of those

who do notwork veryhard and of those who do

not think very profoundly."

WITH the professional party follower,everything

that succeeds is success. With the citizen, whose

only interest in parties is to secure decent politics

and good government, much that succeeds is worse

than a failure.... Why should any manvote the

wayhe does not think, if a better alternative is

offered to him? Should not an honest man's vote

represent a principle rather than a prejudice and

conviction rather than cowardice ?-Boston Herald .

ANTEUS.

For The Index.

OEarth! dear Earth ! one touch of thy quick life!

Mywings are faithless now,

My weary breast is saddened with the strife;

Butthou,

Strong mother, still art bountiful and sure.

The blood thrills once again;

Mypinions' trailed plumes once again are pure.

Ah, vain

The wish tofloat forever near the cloud!

That life alone is blest

Which serves alike the lowly and the proud.

Noquest

Among the stars, no dauntless spirit-cruise,

The earthly canforego.

No strength is nobly strong that will not choose

Toknow

Andshare, anon, the burden and the grief

Of souls that cannot rise,

Or on their chained lives shed some joy or brief

Surprise!

FLORENCE, MASS.

H. T. CLARK.

For The Index.

THE STREAM OF LIFE.

The viewless stream of consciousness,

Of thought and will and feeling

So long reflecting night and day,

Beyond their sphere is stealing,-

From mystic fount on heights of youth

Long years ago 'twas springing,

Andmountain steep and piny gorge

Were with its loud glee ringing.

Dull clouds of woe, sun-gleams of joy,

Have gloomed, have glassed its flowing,-

Through headlong youth, through manhood stern,

Without a pause 'twas going :

At length, it nears the engulfing sea,

Outside of life dim heaving,

And stillier grows its current as

Its wontedbanks 'tis leaving.

B. W. B.
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Utopias, Arcadias, and Ideal Common-

wealths.

BY WILLIAM S. KENNEDY.

Mr. Jowett, in his introduction to Plato's Re-

public, speaks of the remarkable philosophical

breadth and religious tolerance of Sir Thomas

More, as shown in his account of the religion of

the Utopians,-abreadth of mind remarkable, he

asserts, in such a man as More, who was a Roman

Catholic of pre-Reformation times. I had never

before heard of such a trait in Sir Thomas, al-

though, as a reader of history, Ihad admired the

sweetness of his disposition and the integrity of

his character as manifested in the Anne Boleyn

case. I have recently looked up the passages

referred to by Mr. Jowett, and do by no means

find in them or in any other portion of the Utopia

any unusual philosophical breadth, as judged by

the standards of our times at least (and such I

understand to be the standard employed by Mr.

Jowett in this particular case), but, on the con-

trary, just such religious narrowness and bigotry

in the mind of the English chancellor as was to

beexpected from one who, like the good and loyal

Catholic that he was, "spared," as Rapin says, "no

pains to utterly destroy those who embraced the

Reformation." More makes his Utopians worship

one supreme God, called Mithras. He expresses

regret that, on their showing eagerness to embrace

Christianity, there were none of his company qual-

ified to administer to them any sacrament ex-

cept baptism. The sum total of his toleration

consists in his making his Utopians sufferants of

various religions. But they are entirely intoler-

ant of no religion, their founder Utopus having

made "a solemn and severe law against such as

should so far degenerate from the dignity of

human nature as to think that our souls die with

our bodies, or that the world is governed by chance,

without a wise, overruling Providence; for they

all formerly believed that there was a state of

rewards and punishments to the good and bad

after this life; and they now look on those who

think otherwise as scarce fit to be counted men,

since they degrade so noble a being as the soul,

and reckon it no better than a beast's. Thus they

are far from looking on such men as fit for human

society or to be citizens of a well-ordered com-

monwealth, [this would apply verbatim to the

Bradlaugh case: has English opinion, then, re-

mained stationary for three hundred years ?] since

amanof such principles must needs, as oft as he

dares do it, despise all their laws and customs;

for there is no doubt to be made that a man who

is afraid of nothing but the law, and apprehends

nothing after death, will not scruple to break

through all the laws of his country, either by

fraud or force, whenby this means he may satisfy

his appetites. They never raise any that hold

these maxims either to honors or offices, nor em-

ploy them in any public trust, but despise them as

men of base and sordid minds. Yet they do not

punish them, because they lay this down as a

maxim that a man cannot make himself believe

anything he pleases." Comment on such tolera-

tion as this is unnecessary. One would think

that More need not have taken the precaution to

publish his book abroad and in the Latin tongue,

if this were all the heresy he had to utter. Yet, in

an age in which toleration was unknown, it was a

good deal to speak in favor of sufferance of differ-

ent sects. "There is nothing," says More, "in

which they [his Utopians] are more cautious than

in giving their opinion positively concerning any

religion. " There is covered satire in this remark,

too, that "their priests are men of eminent piety,

and therefore they are but few."
But we may more properly glance at a few of

the interesting features of the Utopia in its place

in a roughly chronological series. Utopias may be

classified into the potential and the actual, or

utopias of the pen and of the plough, of the

closet and the field,-the latter being the various

Fourieristic communities established as experi-

ments in various parts of the world in recent

times. To these I shall merely allude later, con-

fining my attention chiefly to the written idealisms

of authors, without dwelling on the universal

tendency of men to idealize somehappy spot,-the

various heavens of religious dreamers, fairy lands,

Islands of the Blest, and Armida's islands, islands

of Calypso, Circe, and the Phæacians, and "island-

valley of Avilion,"

"Where falls not hail or rain or any snow,

Nor everwind blows loudly,"

Coming to Utopias proper (the etymology is ἐν and

τόπος, the excellent country), it is to be noted that

the prototype of them all is that of Plato, as

set forth in the Republic and in the Timaeus .

Plato, the sublime dreamer and thinker, antici-

pated many of the reforms which the world is still

slowly making, such as the equality of the sexes.

But his-the first-Utopia is full of the extrava-

gances which nearly all succeeding ones have

embodied, such as communal marriage, com-

munity of property, and banishment of the poets

as a pestiferous set. Plato's work contains a

Utopia within a Utopia,-namely, the often-re-

ferred-to Island of Atlantis, situated beyond the

Pillars of Hercules, and being the home of the

descendants ofAtlas,son of Poseidon. The priests

of Egypt related how that, nine thousand years

before Plato's time, the Athenians repelled an

attack of the Atlanteans, who were then a mighty

people. Shortly afterward, their island sank be-

neath the ocean. Poseidon had encircled the cen-

tral hill of the island with alternate strips of sea

and land. These his descendants cut through by

canals. The docks were filled with triremes, and

thehum ofcommerce filled the air. By irrigation,

two harvests were obtained a year. There were

many elephants on the island, and there were

fragrant herbs and grasses, fruits, nuts, and es-

sences. "All these that sacred island brought

forth fair and wondrous in infinite abundance."

The next Utopia in order of time is the Cyro-

pædia of Xenophon, an historical romance of the

life of Cyrus, composed much on the plan of

Fénelon's Télémaque. Cicero's De Republica is

an imitation of Plato. St. Augustine's Civitas

Dei is a feeble idealism, a controversial work

written to prove that the destruction of the Roman

Empire was due to the corruption of Paganism,

and not to the rise of Christianity. Amore able

work is Dante's De Monarchia, written in 1313,

and published, I believe, in this century. It is in

Latin, and, I think, has not been rendered into

any modern tongue. It is a theological utopia, a

rhapsodic dream of another Roman Empire, deriv-

ing its authority (like the papacy) immediately

from God. It is an embodiment of Dante's Ghi-

bellinism or Imperialism, and is garnished with

quotations from Livy, Cicero, Virgil, Augustine,

and other writers,-on the whole, a wearisome trea-

tise to us. In the first of his three books,-that

De Necessitate Monarchiae,-Dante tries to estab-

lish the proposition that a just monarchy would

insure universal peace; and in times of peace

alone, he says, can men fulfil the end of their

being, which is intellectual activity. The second

book treats of the way in which the Roman people

rightly assume the function of Empire, and the

third shows how the office of monarch or emperor

depends immediately uponGod.
More's Utopia, published in 1516, is called in

an old edition "a frutefull, pleasaunt, and wittie

worke, of the best state of a public weale." It is

the predecessor or suggester of nearly a dozen simi-

lar treatises, some of them famous. The book pur-

ports to be based upon the conversations of a tan-

faced traveller named Raphael Hythloday, whom

Moremet in Antwerp, and who is said to have been

acompanion of Vespuccius in his voyages. Hyth-

loday's island of the Utopians seems to be located

somewhere in the Southern Pacific, as was after-

wards the new Atlantis of Lord Bacon. The

island is made to be two hundred miles in diam-

eter, and to contain fifty-four cities. More syste-

matizes things to death in his imaginary common-

wealth : there is community ofproperty,-no locks

or thieves, universal industry, and general con-

tent, a kind of tame,Dutchy happiness. But it is

awooden life the Utopians live. Their clothes are

all alike. They have no vices ; every act of their

lives is regulated by government ; they make their

chamber utensils of gold, and their table-service

of glass and earth to avoid stimulating cupidity.

"The chief and almost the only business of the

Syphogrants [magistrates] is to take care that no

man may live idle." Their pleasures are systema-

tized; their cities all alike ; the families counted ;

markets free. Good points are that they have no

lawyers, and detest war and hunting. Once, am-

bassadors from a foreign nation came to the coun-

try of the plain-dressed Utopians. They were

covered with jewels and gorgeous vestments. But

among the Utopians these are the badges of slaves

and the playthings of children. As the foreigners

passed along the street, says More, "you might

have seen the children, who weregrown big enough

to despise their playthings, and who had thrown

away their jewels, call to their mothers, 'See that

great fool that wears pearls and gems, as if he

were yet a child.' While their mothers very inno-

cently replied, 'Hold your peace; this, I believe, is

one of the ambassador's fools.'"
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Francis Bacon's New Atlantis, written in Latin,

in 1624, is a fiction unfinished by its author, and
on the whole most richly and massively conceived.

It begins abruptly without introduction, as fol-
lows : "We sailed from Peru (where we had con-

tinued by the space of onewhole year) for China

and Japan by the South Sea, taking with us vict-
uals for twelve months; andhad goodwinds from

the east, though soft and weak, for five months'

space and more." Then the wind came about,

and after some days of sailing toward the north

theymade landand a fair harbor, "being the port

of a fair city; not great indeed, but well built,
and that gave apleasant view from the sea." And

"straightways we saw divers of the people, with

bastons in their hands, as it were forbidding us

to land; yet without any cries or fierceness, but

onlyaswarning us off by signs that they made. "

Butpresently "there made forth to us a small boat,

with about eight persons in it, whereof one of

themhad in his hand a tipstaff of a yellow cane,

tipped at both ends with blue, who came aboard

our ship without any show of distrust at all. And

when he sawone of our number present himself

somewhat afore the rest, he drew forth a little

scroll of parchment (somewhat yellower than our

parchment, and shining like the leaves of writing

tables, but otherwise soft and flexible), and deliv-

ered it to our foremost man. In which scroll

were written in ancient Hebrew and in ancient

Greek, and in good Latin of the school, and in

Spanish, these words: 'Land ye not, none of you ;

and provide to be gone from this coast within six-

teendays, except you have further time given you.

Meanwhile, if you want fresh water, or victual, or

help foryour sick, or that your ship needeth repair,

write down your wants, and you shall have that

which belongeth to mercy.' This scroll was signed

with a stamp of cherubim's wings, not spread, but

hangingdownwards, andby them a cross." When

it was learned that the strangers were Christians,

and not pirates, they were permitted to land and

make a lengthened stay on the island,being com-

fortably quarantined in the "Strangers' House,"

which had a rich revenue, no stranger having

landed on the island for thirty-seven years before.

It appeared from the narrations of the wise men

and dignitaries of this highly civilized island that | He was a man of middle stature and age, comely

about three thousand years ago the art of naviga-

tionwas more highly developed than at the time

ofBacon's writing. Itwas the era of Atlantis and

of the Aztec and Peruvian civilizations ; and these

mighty powers made war, they said, upon their

island (called by them Bensalem). About nine-

teenhundred years ago, the island was ruled by a

wiseking namedSalomona, who had a "large heart

inscrutable for good." He formed laws interdict,

ing the entrance of strangers, "doubting novelties

and commixtures of manners," yet sending out

every twelve years two ships with scholars and

explorers to take account of the best customs of

foreign nations. "And thus," said the narrator,

"you see we maintain atrade,not for gold, silver,

or jewels, not for silks, not for spices, nor any other

commodity of matter ; but only for God's first

creature, which was Light. To have light (I say) of

the growth of all parts of the world." What a

noble conception ! It was the king just mentioned

who founded the great national college of discover-

ers called Salomon's House. Bacon has devel-

oped this pet idea of his very minutely. It is

certainly a remarkable ideal, and perhaps not

impossible of fulfilment in general plan at some

future time. He sets forth the new Atlantis to

be arealm in which the richest, wisest, and most

highlyhonored men are scholars and investigators

of nature. Salomon's (or Solomon's) college is

described as the very "eye of the kingdom," a

mighty and wealthy academy of research. In the

words of oneof the fathers or fellows of the col-
lege, "the end of our foundation is the knowledge

ofcauses andsecret motions of things (et motuum,

ac virtutum interiorum in Natura) ; and the en-

larging of the bounds of human empire to the

effecting of all things possible."

The preparations and instruments are these:

enormously deep caves in mountain and plain for

the coagulations, indurations, refrigerations, and

conservations of bodies ; the production of arti-

ficial metals, the imitation of mines, and the cur-

ing of certain diseases ; high towers for meteoro-

logical observations, some of them half a mile

high (an anticipation of oursignal stations) ; great

lakes, salt and fresh, and artificial fountains ; spa-

cious houses for the imitation and demonstration

of snow, hail, rain, thunders, lightnings; health-

chambers and baths; gardens and orchards for

experiments in grafting and inoculation; parks of

beasts and birds for vivisection and experiments

in cross propagations and commixtures of species ;

brew-houses, bake-houses, wineries, dispensatories,

manufactories, optical and acoustical laboratories.

The House publishes its inventions from time to

time in divers cities, and has galleries for the

exhibition of its new inventions. How majestic

this great school, and how superior in develop-

ment of the idea to Swift's snarling satire of

learned menin his account of Laputa !

An idea of the honor paid to the "Fathers" of

Bacon's Academy maybe gained from his descrip-

tion of one of them: "And as we were thus in

conference there came one that seemed to be a

messenger, in a rich huke, that spake with the

Jew : whereupon he turned to me and said, 'You

will pardon me, for I am commanded away in

haste.' The next morning he came to me again,

joyful as it seemed, and said: 'There is word come

to the governor of the city that one of the Fathers

of Salomon's House will be here this day seven-.

night. We have seen none of them this dozen

years. His coming is in state, but the cause of his

coming is secret. I will provide you and your

fellows of a good standing to see his entry.' I

thanked him, and toldhim Iwas most glad of the

news. The day being come, he made his entry.

of person, and had an aspect as if he pitied men.

He was clothed in a robe of fine black cloth with

wide sleeves and a cape. His undergarment was

of excellent white linen down to the foot, girt

with a girdle of the same, and a sindon, or tip-

pet, of the same about his neck. He had gloves

that were curious, and set with stone, and

shoes of peach-colored velvet. His neckwas bare

to the shoulders. His hat was like a helmet, or

Spanish Montera, and his locks curled below it

decently: they were of color brown. His beard

was cut round. He was carried in a rich chariot

without wheels, litter-wise, with two horses at

either end, richly trapped in blue velvet em-

broidered, and two footmen on each side in the

like attire." His chariot was resplendent with

precious stones, covered with cloth of gold, and

having upon it a sun and a cherub of gold. Fifty

attendants preceded the chariot, and behind it

came a great procession. "He held up his bare

hand as he went, as blessing the people, but in

silence." Perhaps the day will come when this

majestic picture will be realized, and foolish hu-

manity will wait for blessing upon its great men

of science-its Humboldts, its Darwins, and its

Agassizs rather than upon its bitter and phan-

tasmal priests and its savage conquerors of the

sword and the loom.

Bacon's description of the introduction of Chris-

tianity to the New Atlantis is a pretty piece of

imagination : "About twentyyears after the ascen-

sion of our Saviour," says an inhabitant of his

new Atlantis, "it came to pass that there was seen

by the people of Renfusa (acityupon the eastern

coast of our island),within night (the night was

cloudyand calm), as it might be some mile into

the sea, a great pillar of light; not sharp, but in

form of a column or cylinder, rising from the sea

a great way up toward heaven; and on the top of

it was seen a large cross of light, more bright and

resplendent than the body of the pillar. Upon

which so strange a spectacle, the people of the city

gathered together apace upon the sands towonder,

and so after put themselves into a number of

small boats to go nearer to this marvellous sight.

But when the boats were come within about sixty

yards of the pillar, they found themselves all

bound and could go no further; yet so as they

might move to go about, but might not approach

nearer: so the boats stood all as in a theatre be-

holding this light as anheavenly sign." One more

holy than the rest put up a prayer to God, and

was permitted to approach softly and in silence.

"But, ere he came near it, the pillar and cross of

light brake up, and cast itself abroad, as it were,

into a firmament of many stars, which also van-

ished soon after, and there was nothing left to be

seen but a small ark or chest of cedar, and not wet

at all with water, though it swam. And in tne

fore end of it, which was toward him, grew a small

green branch of palm." When the devout man

took the ark into the boat, it opened of itself and

disclosed the books of the Old and the New Testa-

ment, and a letter of greeting from St. Barthol-

omew. It is to be noted the idea of the pillar

of light was taken by Bacon from Plato,-the

Vision of Er, I believe.

An interesting episode of the "Atlantis" is the

account of the Feast of the Family made at the

charge of the State, by any manwho "shall live to

see thirty persons descended of his body alive to-

gether, and all above three years old." The fam-

ily being all assembled, the patriarch comes forth

after divine service, and seats himself under a

canopy composed of white shining ivy, and silk

wrought by a daughter of the family. Then came

two heralds, one bearing a parchment roll or

king's charter, "containing gift of revenue and

many privileges, exemptions, and points of honor

granted to the Father of the Family," and the

other carrying inhis handacluster of grapes with

a long foot or stalk, both grapes and stalk ofgold.

This the father delivers to one of his sons as a

mark of honor, and the son is henceforth called

"The Son of the Vine," and bears the cluster be-

fore his father when he goes in public. After the

feast is over, the father blesses each child and

gives to each a jewel in the form of an ear of

wheat, which they ever after wear in front of their

turban or hat.

The seventeenth century produced a number of

social romances. The Argenis of John Barclay,

published under the title of The Loves of Polyar-
chus and Argenis, is a novel and a political alle-

gory combined, which was much admired by Cow-

per and Coleridge and by Cardinal Richelieu, but

is now a huge fossil more unreadable than the

works of the Fathers. The same is true of James

Harrington's Oceana, a huge megatherium of a

book (probably not read by ten men during the

past two hundred years). It gives its author's

ideal of a republican form of government. Oceana

is England. The work reflects severely upon

Cromwell's administration (it was published in

1656), and had difficulty in getting to the light.

It paints an ideal commonwealth squarely opposed

to that of Dante, Hobbes, and Carlyle.

In 1639, Tommaso Campanella, Italian philoso-

1
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pher, published his Civitas Solis . It is accessible

in Italian and perhaps in English. It is a cold

abstract work imitated from Plato, advocating

state control of population and universal military

training. It is cast in the form of a dialogue

between Il Gran Maestro of the Hospitallers and

a Genoese admiral. The latter gives the Grand

Master an account of the city of the sun, which he

had visited during his travels. It lies directly

under the equator (hence its name), and is

strongly fortified. The chief magistrate-sommo

regitore is a priest named Hoh. He has under

him three captains called Sapienza, Potenza, and

Amore. By the educational system of the people,

the boys learn as much in a year as our boys learn

in ten or fifteen. There is at the close a good

deal of metaphysics about final and secondary

causes, etc. The short Utopia of Gaspar Gozzi-

Storia del Reame degli Orsi (1768)-is, in one edi-

tion, bound up with Campanella's work.

To Swift's immortal Gulliver it is only necessary

to refer. Laputa, Houyhnhnm-land, Lilliput, and

Brobdingnag are all contrasted savagely with Eng-

land, and pointed to as models in their several

peculiar features.

The Rasselas of Dr. Johnson differs character-

istically from all other works of the kind, being

designed to show, not how happy we should all be

if things were only well adjusted, but that in such

casewe should be perfectly miserable. His prince,

in the beautiful vale of the kingdom of Amhara,

"where all the diversities of the world were brought

together, the blessings of nature were collected,

and its evils extracted and excluded," was still

miserable and restless. By his travels, he learns,

it is true, the unsatisfactory and transitory nature

of the pleasures of the great world; but he also

learns that happiness is nowhere to be attained on

this earth, not even in a Utopian valley. This is

the kind of gloomy Calvinistic philosophy that we

might expect from the Fleet Street leviathan ; but

it is not a profound philosophy, nor consonant with

the lessons of universal progress, as derived from

the vast intellectual field of our day.

The account of that sweet little paradise-the

island home of Paul and Virginia-was writ-

ten, says Saint-Pierre, "in order to blend with

the beauty of tropical nature the moral beauty of

a small society." But a more avowedly ideal

sketch is the same author's fragment, Arcadia,

bound up with his Studies of Nature. Admirers

of Rousseau know well the friendship of Saint-

Pierre and the author of Æmilius. In the long and

meandering preface to his Arcadia, Saint-Pierre

dwells with weak egotism on the friendship, and

tells how he and Rousseau concocted the Arcadia

in their walks in the Bois de Boulogne and else-

where. Saint-Pierre, stimulated by Rousseau,

worked for four years collecting materials for a

sketch of a Utopia which he was to locate on the

banks of the Amazon. But he became dissatisfied

with the thing. It didn't look probable or romantic

enough (he had all sorts of visionary refugees there,

collected out of modern Europe) : "so," says he,

"I relinquished my political vessel, though I had

labored upon her for several years with unwearied

perseverance. Like the canoe of Robinson Crusoe,

I left her in the forest where I had moulded her, for

want of power to put her in motion, and to carry

her along the tide of human opinions." He finally

settled on Arcadia as the scene of his Utopia, and,

after collecting out of Virgil, Pausanias, Plutarch,

and Xenophon all the finest descriptions and

traditions of the land, began his work. The plan

was to represent in Arcadia a state of nature, and

to contrast it with Gaul and Egypt, countries of

barbarism and corruption severally. The scene

opens on the side of Mt. Lyceum,fronting the Gulf

of Messina. While the shepherd Tirtaeus is watch-

ing his flocks and looking out upon the olive-

colored waves, already whitened with foam by the

freshening breeze, he is accosted by two travellers,

Cephas and Amasis, who inquire the way to Argos .

They are invited home for the night by the shep-

herd, whose little cottage stands by the rivulet

Achelous, near where an old fallen willow, covered

with convolvulus, serves as a bridge. The house is

covered with thatch; and vines, loaded with purple

and fiery clusters, hang upon its walls. On one

side, an ivy partly covers an outside staircase,

The simple-hearted, affectionate daughter of the

shepherd sets supper for the guests, while they are

conversing. The meal consists ofcabbages,bacon,

wheaten bread, a pot filled with wine, a cream

cheese, fresh eggs, and some of the second figs of

the year, white and violet-colored. At the sight

of some household relics brought out for the

guests, she is reminded of her dead mother, and

bursts into uncontrollable grief. After supper, the

strangers relate their travels, and so the fragment

closes. It is a pretty idyllic picture, and it is a

pity its author did not complete it.

I have not left myself room to speak of Mr.

E. E. Hale's social Utopia, Sybaris, where, e.g., the

courts rule that at the end of eleven minutes every

visiting guest must rise and offer to go. Only

allusion can at present be made to the ideal com-

monwealths depicted in Hall's Mundus Alter et

Idem, Defoe's vigorous Essay on Projects, John

Bellers' quaint booklet, Proposals for Raising a Col-

ledge of Industry of all Useful Trades and Hus-

bandry, the "colledge" being a kind of Fourieristic

Phalanstère, Brook Farm, and technological insti-

tute combined (reminds you of Ruskin's St.

George's Guild), and only reference can be made

to the modern Frenchman Cabet's Voyage en Icarie

(a socialistic work), to old Dr. Francis Godwin's

funny work, The Strange Voyage and Adventures of

Domingo Gonzales to the World in the Moon, by the

several Ganzas, or large Geese, London, 1768, or to

Cyrano de Bergerac's Histoire Comique des Etats

et Empires de la Lune et du Soleil (daring, Pope-

defying, free-thinking, Mirabeau-like, soldier au-

thor Bergerac, whose books, it is thought, have

been suppressed and secretly bought up by Rome ,

so that they have been rare in libraries).

Then there is Hawthorne's Blithedale Romance,

the experiments at Brook Farm and at Condé-sur-

Vesgre (Fourier's), the schemes of Louis Blanc,

Proudhon, Robert Owen, Saint-Simon, and Ruskin

in his Time and Tide, and the sixty-nine and more

communistic communities actually existing in the

United States at the present time, not to mention

those in other countries . Perhaps opportunity

may offer at some future time for examination of

the rarer foreign works just mentioned.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE MORMON QUESTION .

Editors of The Index:-

Ihave been much interested in the discussions on

the Mormon question, now being treated so freely

and in such a fair, generous spirit in the columns of

The Index . Here allow me to say that, for dignity,

impartiality, and the largest liberty of opinion, The

Index seems to me to be without a rival among con-

temporary journals. It is curious to observe the

different opinions regarding the institution of Mor-

monism in its influence on the condition of its ad-

herents. They remind me of the conflicting state-

ments as to the happiness and contentment of the

slaves made by visitors to the South before the war.

For instance, from what different stand-points, and

consequently forming what different deductions, do

"H. H.," in her article, " The Bee Hive," in the

Century for May, and Kate Field, in her letters to the

Boston Herald, look at the state of things in Utah !

"We see only what we have the gift of seeing."

Mr. Kimball's letter in The Index of May 1 must be

aconvincing proof, to a candid, unprejudiced mind,

with all its array of well-authenticated facts, of the

moral, educational, and industrial success, taking no

cognizance of polygamy, of the Mormon experiment

in Utah. Accordingto Mr. Curtis and Mr. Holland,

as stated in their articles, "The Mormon Question

from a New Standpoint" and "Mormon Girls," it

appears that not more "than one-tenth of the Mor-

mons themselves have more than one wife."

would seem, then, that the practice of polygamy is

fast disappearing in consequence of the example of

the Gentiles among them, and the silent influence of

many potent ideas from which they will in vain try

to shut themselves off : as well attempt to exclude

the sunlight and the air.

It

If they ask the protection of government for polyg-

amy, and require every citizen of Utah to practise it,

then it would be the duty of all to remonstrate

against her admission as a State into the Union. We

know too well that the spirit of monogamy is openly

violated by many men of high position in all our

cities and towns; but, let a petition asking that legal

sanction shall be granted to such connections be pre-

sented to any legislature, what would be the result ?

Imagine the commotion it would produce, the remon-

strances that would be poured into the legislative

halls. One more strong argument would then be

added to those already existing in favor of "Woman

Suffrage."
1

Only when woman is dominated by a fanatical,

superstitious religion will she consent to be one of

a "plurality of wives." If the one whom she has

chosen to be hers only proves unfaithful, she will,

with womanly fortitude and heroism, if she cannot

win him back to allegiance, endure as best she can

the agony and doubt. If she has children, in loving

and caring for them, she will enjoy the happiness

which only mothers can. But to know that she has

only the tenth part of a husband, that his fatherly

love and protection are spread over twenty-five or

more children besides her own, where is the refined,

intelligent woman who will willingly consent to such

alife?

That the Mormons have been misrepresented and

treated with illiberality is without doubt true.

Let the modern ideas of life, illuminated by science,

shine into the recesses of fanaticism and religious

bigotry; and slowly, but surely, they will see the

impossibility of such an institution as polygamy ex-

isting in this era of light and progress. Persecution

will only strengthen them in their belief. It is time

that, in this age of enlightenment, the lesson of the

uselessness of fighting errors with any weapons but

those truths sustained by scientific facts should have

been well learned.

The influence which the family circle-the husband,

the wife, and the children-exert on society is the

one unanswerable argument in favor of monogamy.

It is, if what it should be and what it is in thousands

ofhappy families to be found in every village, town,

and city of this country, the "saving remnant" which

forms the central germ, the nidus from which spring

up, from seed there planted, the trees from whose

fruit we can alone look for the ultimate triumph of

science over superstition and falsehood. Families of

this character established in Utah will soon make

their influence felt. Before the advancing tide of

civilization by them increased and expanded, this

institution, like all others founded on ignorance and

fanaticism, will disappear . R. F. B.

THE REAL POINTS AT ISSUE ON THE

MORMON QUESTION.

Editors of The Index:-

I find in The Index of May22 a long letter from Mr.

Kimball in reply to Mr. Potter, with the above title .

Having been a resident of Utah for sixteen years, I

consider myself acquainted by actual observation

both with theoretical and practical Mormonism. Mr.

Kimball goes over considerable ground, and thinks

he makes some points against Mr. Potter's arguments ;

buthe, like most other writers on Mormonism, misses

the real points at issue, and puts theories for facts ;

and, if these conflict, it is so much the worse for the

facts.

Mormonism as a system proposes to introduce a

new order of things, which is to take control of all

the relations of life socially, religiously, and politi
-
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cally; and, after an experiment of fifty years, it has

proven itself adismal failure,beingboth opposed to

nature and the universal experience of mankind.

Iwish in this comment to confine my remarks to

three or four of the main points sought to be made

byMr. Kimball.

First, I consider that Mr. Potter's point, "that the

Mormons are a picked community," is well taken,

and Mr. Kimball's reply does not cover the ground.

Mormonism picks up religious,God-fearing people in

the Old World, who are true and steadfast to their

convictions, and are honest in the main. Their mis-

sionaries instruct their converts to obey the laws of

thecountrywhere they live, to live above the law in

fact; but tell them, Whenyou come to America, you

can do as you please: you can break the laws of

America, and claim protection under the plea that

your religion requires you so to do. This is the gra-

vamen of the charge against Mormonism, it is the

spirit of the system. The spirit of its founder has

comedown to the present time, the spirit of disloy-

alty to the government and opposition to the law. It

has everdefied the laws of this country. Mr. Kim-

balldoes notdraw any line between the Mormon peo-

ple and the Mormon system. It is the utter insin-

cerity and duplicity of the system which is the

trouble all the time.

Secondly, the point made by Mr. Kimball that the

majority of the crime in Salt Lake City is committed

byGentiles is easily explained. The bad reputation

of the Mormons has attracted there a reckless and

vicious class of persons, who imagine they cando as

they please; but they are speedily clinched by the

Mormon police, and made to pay dearly for their

offences. I affirm that the offences of prostitution

and gambling in that city are tolerated for no other

purpose than to bring revenue into the police courts;

and the periodical hearings and finings have been a

systematic source of revenue to Mormon officials . If

Mr.Kimball calls for facts, I can produce my proofs .

Thishasbeengoing on for a period of thirty years .

Thirdly, Mr. Kimball objects to slavery and polyg-

amybeingdesignated the "twin relics of barbarism."

I affirm that nothing could be more appropriate: the

position taken that polygamy is a voluntary act and

slavery compulsory is a distinction without adiffer-

ence. I affirmthat polygamy among the Mormons is

always morally, and has been in too many cases

physically, compulsory. Does onewoman voluntarily

allow another woman to steal her husband's affections

awayfrom her? Not naturally. A man sets his af-

fections on another woman, and lecherous priests

assisthim to violate the sanctity of his home, and to

trample on the affections of his faithful wife. The

"Revelation on Polygamy" says that, if a woman re-

fuses to minister to a man's wishes in this respect,

"she shall be destroyed." Many a woman in Utah

has beendestroyed for this reason .

But what does aman have to give up to obtain the

wretched privilege of being a polygamist ? Every-

thing that makes him a man. Can a man stand up

before a priest or a justice, and say I am willing to

take these two women to be my wives, and the

women say we are willing to take this man to be our

husband? Not by any means. He has to obtain the

permission of several grades of the priesthood, and

to pass through the endowment house, where he

takes a series of cast-iron obligations of the most

awful nature, the breach of which involves the death

penalty in three different forms, namely, the throat

to be cut, the heart to be taken out, and to be dis-

embowelled ! and he wears on his garments ever

afterwards the perpetual reminder of these obliga-

tions. This is no empty form, the penalty has been

enacted in numerous instances. He is the bond slave

of the priesthood from henceforth, and death alone

can free him. Is this the kind of freedom Mr. Kim-

ballwould like to enjoy ? There is no freedom, there

can be no freedom in Mormon polygamy, either for

manor woman.

Fourthly, about woman suffrage in Utah. This is

the largest Sodomite apple of the whole outrageous

swindle. It is hardlypossible for a person acquainted

withthe facts in the case to write with any degree of

patience about female suffrage in Utah. I unhesi-

tatingly affirm that nine-tenths of the women of Utah

are as ignorant of the meaning of female suffrage, as

understood in the East, as are the wives of the canni-

bals in the Fiji Islands. All that they understand by

it is the right to vote to sustain the priesthood. The

ballotsare put into their hands, and they vote for the

men indicated, without everdreaming ofthe meaning

of the act in its true sense. Sustain the men ap-

pointed to rule by the priesthood is the first and last

lesson of Mormonism; and this lesson is clinched by

the cast-iron obligations of the endowment house.

The right of female suffrage in Utah is simply a

mockery, adding insult to injury. The Mormon wife

has norights she can call her own. The right of dower

is taken awayby law, and every other right thatbe-

longs towoman in other parts of the land. She is a

helpless, submissive slave, and has no law to protect

her. She is far worse off than monogamous wives

whohave nothing but the law to protect them. Mor-

monwives have no law to protect them or stand be-

tween them and the will of their husbands. It is

eternal submissionon their part. Their right of voting

is a farce, a delusion, and a snare; yet Eastern peo-

ple, in their ignorance, swallow itdown as if it was a

reality.

Mr. Kimball says, Instruct the Mormon people, and

do not persecute them; but he does notdraw the line

between the Mormon people and the Mormon sys-

tem. The one is worthy of sympathy, the other

utterly unworthy of it, for this reason: it is rule or

ruinwith it. Ithas no sympathy, it can have no sym-

pathy, with free institutions. It is a "theocracy"

ruling by divine right, and its existence is a perpet-

ual menace to the government of the United States.

The limits of forbearance have almost been reached;

and it is fast becoming(as with slavery) a question

whether political suicide should be committed, or

whether the twin relic of barbarism, "polygamy,"

and the system which sustains it, should be eradi-

cated, peaceably if possible, forcibly if needs be. It

is a dangerous fungous growth. It uses the forms of

the Constitution to stifle liberty and make men slaves,

not only physically, but morally and intellectually.

If Mr. Kimballknew exactly what he was defending,

Ithink he would be the last man to apologize for a

systemthat has broken more hearts and blasted more

lives in the last fifty years than the world has any

idea of. Respectfully yours,

A.WARD.

DENVER, COL.

"THIS mistake [the action of the League in regard to

postal laws of 1873] is being perceived by Messrs. Wake-

man and Leland, the President and Secretary of the Na-

tional Liberal League; and they consequently advocate a

return to First Principles. They have expressed their will-

ingness to co-operate in the reorganization of the National

Liberal Leagueon the platform of 1876. Fearing that their

personalities might give offence, they have relinquished all

claim to serve in an official capacity. We have no reason

to doubt the sincerity of Messrs. Wakeman and Leland.

They have taken the first step toward reconciling the

foolishly hostile camps of Liberalism: let the next step

be made by Mr. Underwood and his friends."

In reply to this extract, taken from an editorial in

the Radical Review, which contains expressions alto-

gether too complimentary to us, we have this to say :

We still adhere to the preference expressed in these

columns some weeks ago for an organization of Lib-

erals, if an attempt to effect one is to be made, formed

independently of and without reference to any of the

existing organizations. Such a course would measur-

ably relieve the effort of disadvantages liable to result

fromcomplications and antagonisms which otherwise,

we fear, would be entailed upon the proposed new

organization, and endanger success. The name of

the Liberal League, by reason of the policy which it

is now proposed to abandon,has become offensive to

many Liberals ; and this objection would not be easily

overcome. Furthermore, an attempt to organize or

reorganize Liberals in the midst of an exciting Presi-

dential campaignwould be attended with great diffi-

culties. These are a few of the objections which

occur to us, and which we state, not captiously, but

for the thoughtful consideration of those who are in

favor of reorganizing the National Liberal League this

fall upon its former basis when under the presidency

of Mr. Abbot. At the same time, if the proposition

now made shall be carried out in good faith, in

the reorganization and in the administration of the

League, it will in our opinion be entitled to the sup-

port of the Liberals of the country, and will certainly

have ours. We do not believe in allowing past errors

or individual antagonisms to interfere with the inter-

ests of important reforms; and, as we have never had

any personal ambitions in connection with the move-

ment the National Liberal League was formed to pro-

mote, we shall be content to remain in the humble

position to which the leaders of the League are now

willing to retire, andto aid, as best we can, such offi-

cers (and none others) as will, if elected, command

the respect and confidence of honorable and fair-

minded men and women who believe in the princi-

ples of State secularization . What other "step" need

wetake ?

BOOK NOTICES..

THE WOMAN QUESTION IN EUROPE. ASeries of Origi-

nal Essays. Edited by Theodore Stanton, M.A.
With an Introduction by Frances Power Cobbe.

New York: George P. Putnam's Sons. pp. 478.

Price$3.50.

It speaks volumes for the righteousness of the cause

which Elizabeth Cady Stanton has pleaded so long,

and for which she has done so much, that so valuable

an addition as this to the knowledge of what has

beendone for the advancement of women inEurope

should come from the hands of a man, and that man

her son.

Although the book, as a whole, is the result of the

combined thought and labor of many brains and

manyhands, the idea and most of the labor were Mr.

Stanton's; for, though he secured, according to his

first intention, from each country (except Portugal)

"the collaboration of one or more women who, in

connection with a literary training, had participated

either actively or in spirit in some phase of the

women's movement," yet the translations from six

different languages in which the contributions were

originally written, the condensations ofmany of them,

and the proof-reading of all, together with the valu-

able brief biographies of the various writers, the

copious foot-notes, much of the long chapter devoted

to France, and the arrangement of the whole into as

orderly grouping as was, under this method, attain-

able, was the work of one who modestly styles him-

self "the editor." Information-much of it new to

American workers in this reform-is given as to the

status of women in the European countries, which are

treated of in the following order: England, Ger-

many, Holland, Austria, Norway, Sweden, Denmark,

France, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Belgium, Switzerland,

Russia, Poland, Bohemia, Turkey, Bulgaria, and

Greece. Of these, most space is devoted to England

and France. In these and some other countries, more

than onewriter has contributed information in regard

to the several phases of the woman's movement, such

as the suffrage, the educational, the medical, the ir-

dustrial, the legal, the philanthropic, and the moral

advancement of the sex.

This volume is a very suggestive one even to those

already familiar with the work done in the same

fields in this country; and it will be found deeply in-

teresting also to those who care only for a wider

knowledge of foreign laws, ways, and methods. It

is peculiarly suggestive in the possibilities shown to

be within the scope of work already done for women;

in thehints given to the ardent spirits who look long-

ingly and work courageously for woman's complete

enfranchisement. There is an inspiring reveille strain

running through its pages, which quickens the ardor

of those who earnestly desire to hasten on the good

work being done, showing as itdoes the possibilities

for greater accomplishment in the broad field of op-

portunity now opening for women. The most indif-

ferent reader cannot fail of noting the folly of any

attempt at resisting a reform so wide-spread and

deep-rooted as the women's movement is here shown

to be. It is part and parcel of the progressional

spirit of the day, and in one form or another is being

agitated in every civilized part of the globe; and

among its most cheering and encouraging features is

the part taken in it by thinking and conscientious

men of acknowledged worth, ability, and genius.

It will surprise many readers to learn of the polit-

ical privileges already shared by women in countries

which we have been accustomed to think of as being

far behind our own in the liberty granted its people.

When we find how uniform in all countries has been

the opposition to thorough scientific education for the

mothers and daughters of all races, we can no longer

wonder at the absence of any prominence among

women indiscovery, invention, or art, when we find

what obstacles outside of sex have been everywhere

placed in the way to bar woman's right to be taught

the sciences necessary for achieving such prominence.

Russia, although in many respects lagging behind

other nations in progressive movement, is yet(though

actionin this matter is of recent origin) somewhat in
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advance of most countries in the educational privi-

leges accorded its women in the practical sciences.

Mr. Stanton's book will be found of great advan-

tage, not only to the workers in the cause of which it

treats as introducing them tomany hitherto unknown

fellow-workers, and furnishing them necessary knowl-

edge for that work in the array of tabulated statistics

andof facts corroborative of their claims, but also to

the general reader from its historical analytic aid in

the study of thedevelopment in different countries of

national characteristics .

For a work intended for popular use and informa

tion, this is decided in its freedom from orthodox re-

ligious bias and in its indorsement of free thought .

It is appropriately dedicated to the author's "many

collaborators, and above all to Marguerite Berry,"

his wife, "whose participation has not been limitedto

a single chapter, but extends throughout every page

of the volume."

THE CONSOLATIONS OF SCIENCE; or, Contributions from

Science to the Hope of Immortality and Kindred

Themes . By Jacob Straub. With an Introduction

by Hiram W. Thomas, D.D. Chicago : The Cole-

grove Book Co. 1884. pp. 435. Price $2.00 .

The author of the above work claims that the

essential self is released by death from sensuous re-

lations with this world and "becomes an inhabitant

of another aspect or world by being sensuously ad-

justed thereto." Intercourse between the two worlds,

he says, although difficult and rare, is still a fact, in

proof of which appeal is made to mesmerism and

Spiritualism . Achapter is devoted to "An Approxi-

mate Analysis of Real Life in the Land Immortal."

The changes that may be and those that may not

be realized in the next world are discussed very

learnedly, and the author evidently thinks in accord-

ance with the canons of science. His thought is not

always well defined, and is so attenuated that whole

chapters are given to what could be easily condensed

into as many pages. The style lacks, not only con-

ciseness, but directness and clearness, and often

leaves the reader in doubt as to the author's mean-

ing. The failure of the work to justify the title and

the headings of the chapters is so marked that it

must disappoint the careful reader who takes it up

with the hope of any scientific contribution to the

discussion of the old question, "If aman die, shallhe

live again ?" But the spirit of the work is good, and

we only regret that the same cannot be said of its

logic.

THE MORMON QUESTION. Address by James W. Still-

man, delivered in Boston, Feb. 12, 1884. Boston:

J. P. Mendum. pp. 40.

Mr. Stillman takes the ground that the Constitu-

tion of the United States does not confer upon Con-

gress any authority whatever to legislate for the

Territories without their consent; indeed, that, if a

Territory insists upon declaring its own independ-

ence, it is justified in so doing, and there is no con-

stitutional authority by which the United States can

compel its submission; for the Constitution, as as-

serted in its preamble, was established "for the

United States of America," and not for contiguous

territory owned by the government ! On this techni-

cal ground, it is argued that Congress has no right to

interfere with polygamy. The clause of Article IV.

of the Constitution, which says, "The Congress shall

have power to dispose of and make all needful rules

and regulations respecting the territory or other prop-

erty belonging to the United States," it is claimed,

applies only to property, and gives no authority to

legislate for the people. This construction, Mr. Still-

man says, has been sustained by Lewis Cass and

Stephen A. Douglass, Matt H. Carpenter, Lysander

Spooner, and Alfred E. Giles ! Senator Carpenter

held that the power to legislate for the Territories

arises from the clause of the Constitution whichde-

clares thepower of Congress to admit new States; but,

according to this view, the people of Utah are under

the jurisdiction of the United States government, and

this view Mr. Stillman dissents from. Our expounder

of the Constitution quotes Chief Justice Waite, "It

is certainly now too late to doubt the power of Con-

gress to govern the Territories," and remarks, "It

maybe too late for Judge Waite, but it is not too late

for me." Even granting the right of Congress to

legislate for the Territories, Mr. Stillman denies that

it can disturb the institution of polygamy, for the

reason that it is no crime. "If one man and two

women choose to live together," he asks, "if it is a

voluntary compact or agreement between the three,

how are the rights of other persons infringed, I want

toknow ?" But, even admitting the right of Congress

to legislate for the Territories, and admitting that

polygamy is "the blackest crime," it is still denied

that Congress has "the power to abolish or punish

it." The statute now in force is declared unconstitu-

tional . Mr. Stillman's argument to show that Con-

gress has no constitutional or rightful authority over

the people of Utah seems to us mere special pleading.

He says he believes in monogamy, "that every man

has his natural mate and every woman has her

natural mate; there is a law higher than the law of

the State, the law of mutual affinity; that, when that

law is discovered and observed, it supersedes all

other laws; and that any attempt on the part of the

State to regulate the sexual relations of men and

women is an unwarrantable infringement on the

personal liberty of the individual." After reading

this declaration, we are not surprised that Mr. Still-

man is opposed to legislation by Congress regarding

polygamy; for it is clear as daylight that he is op-

posed to any laws by the general government or by

the States in regard to the relations of the sexes, his

notion being that men and women should be at

liberty to live together in such relations as they

choose, be they monogamic, polygamic, or polyandric,

assuming new relations at pleasure without any regu-

lation whatever by the State. There seems to be no

pressing demand for argument against views of this

sort.

NOTES OF A THREE MONTHS' TOUR IN AMERICA. By

Ethel Leach. Great Yarmouth (England) : The

Mercury Publishing Co. 1883. pp. 66.

..

Mrs. Leach, who visited this country with Mr.

Holyoake and his daughter, has given the English

public a very readable description of things seen and

places visited while she was here. Afew sentences

from her account will give an idea of the high opin-

ion she has of the American people: "Nowhere is

womantreated with greater respect than in America.

This respect exhibits itself in the smallest circum-

stance. The moment she enters a public carriage,

themenat once rise and offer her the best place; and

this is done in the most unobtrusive manner. Only

once throughout my entire visit and travels did I see

agentleman remain sitting in a carriage when a lady

was standing; and it struck me as so unusual that I

drew the attention of my friend to it, who said he

could not be an American . It would be im-

possible to see a man taking a walk with his hands

in his pockets and his wife beside him carrying the

baby or pushing the perambulator. An Ameri-

can's love of freedom and respect for the freedom of

others are not less remarkable in his home. There

is an entire absence of the overbearing manner in

which men are accustomed to speak of and to their

wives in England. I believe, as a whole, the

American people are as well educated and have as

much intelligence and manliness of character as any

nation. Indeed, the thing that most impresses you is

intelligence. A look of animation pervades the whole

population.... In a country village, Ionce remarked

upon the quantity of weeds I saw growing, and that

Ihad never seen so many before, when I received for

reply, 'I guess you haven't room for weeds in Eng-

land.' This was undoubtedly the truth, but it had

never occurred to me. Mr. Herbert Spencer, at a

reception given him in New York, deprecated the

hurry of the Americans. Mr. Holyoake said in an-

swer that ' Mr. Spencer would be in a hurry, if he

remained there six months.' An enlightened people

in a new world where almost every one has facilities

for making his fortune, it is not to be wondered at

that the pursuit of wealth has been the leading im-

pulse.... In its schools, America is incomparably at

thehead of civilization.... The rural schools are in

great contrast to our own. We teach our agricultural

children little less than the three R's. In the United

States, they are taught, besides geography and his-

tory, which are included in our programme,-geom-

etry, algebra, physiology, chemistry, and natural his-

tory, the object being, not to transform them into

pedants, but to develop their intelligence. 'What a

pity,' said a grave Scotchman, in the beginning of

this century, 'to teach the beautiful science of geome-

try to weavers and cobblers. ' Here nothing is too

good or too high for any one tall andgood enough to

gethold of it. No wonder that, as Theodore Parker

says, 'The best thought of France andGermany finds

a readier welcome here than in our parent land. "

Mrs. Leach says she spent considerable time in the

public schools of America; and, in praise of them,

she is enthusiastic.

IN MEMORIAM : KATE NEWELL DOGGETT.

In Havana, Cuba, on March 13, 1884, died Kate

Newell Doggett, leaving the world the poorer in that

so brave a soul has taken its departure from among

the children of men. Mrs. Doggett was born in

Charlotte, Vt. , in 1827. Her early life, through no

fault ofher own, was very sad; and, in 1855, she came

out to Chicago as a teacher. The following year,

she was married to Mr. William E. Doggett, awealthy

and intelligent merchant of that city. Until the

death of Mr. Doggett, in March, 1876, their life was an

ideal one, with wealth, friends, cultivated tastes, and

perfect love to unite them. Mr. and Mrs. Doggett

were peculiarly united to each other. He was gen-

erous, brave, and patient: she was impulsive, enthu-

siastic, and sympathetic. A truly noble friendship

existed between them. No institution for learning,

art, or science in their young city appealed to them

in vain. Their sympathy was ever active; and their

purseopen to assist in establishing everything tend-

ing to the elevation of the people, whether morally,

socially, or physically. To their home came not

only the celebrated and the learned, but also the

homeless and the stranger. Their hospitality was

gracious and open-handed, and it was incessant. The

health of both Mr. and Mrs. Doggett suffered by the

inconsiderate demands made on their time, strength,

and hospitality.

Mrs. Doggett was a constant student, and spoke

and wrote with fluency the French, German, and

Italian languages. Her translation of Charles Blanc's

Grammar of Painting is remarkable for its lucid

English and faithfulness to the original. She was

proficient in the study of botany, no one in the West

being better acquainted with the flora ofthat region.

She taught classes in botany for some time at the

Chicago University, besides the free classes in foreign

languages, which met regularly at her house.

Mrs. Doggett was a thorough American, possessing

as she did in an eminent degree the old New Eng-

land virtues of patriotism, fearlessness, and morality.

Her love for this country was intense. There was

nothing she enjoyed so much as speaking of its pros-

perity and prophesying its future greatness. Not

that she ignored either its mistakes or dangers, but

her efforts were always directed toward reform. She

had but little sympathy with the large class ofAmeri-

cans who condemn the existing state of affairs, but

make no effort to better it.

Mrs. Doggett had so high a standard of life for

herself and for her sex that any frivolity or incon-

sistency in what a woman said or did really sad-

dened her. Her sympathy with any one in trouble

or misjudged by superficial people was very keen,

especially if the sufferer were a woman. She once

said: " It is useless to tell me not to take the wrongs

and trials of my sisters so to heart. I never hear of

awoman being wronged but that I feel as if she were

my owndaughter."

Her views on religious questions were extremely

radical; and she possessed the courage of her con-

victions, always bearing testimony, whenever she

thought the occasion called for it,to what she con-

sidered the truth. Mrs. Doggett was an idealist. Her

standard of morals, of honesty, of justice, of purity,

was unattainable in this work-a-day world. She was

satisfied with nothing short of the naked truth: the

smallest sham was abominable to her either in poli-

tics, morals, or religion. Even when speaking of her-

self, a subject which to most people admits of great

latitude, she always spoke the exact truth. From

first to last, through fair or dark days, she loved jus-

ticeand open-dealing, and abhorred sham and false-

hood. Her life was too busy in well-doing for her to

leave behind any great amount of literary work. Of

her, it may truly be said, "that she did their errands,

entered into the sacrifices with them, was a link in

the divine chain." But, alas ! by bitter sorrow dur-

ing the last years of her life, she could feel neither

"the joy nor life of it."
ELLEN M. HEWSTIN.



THE INDEX JULY 3 1884

11

17

le

$0.25

Π

d
ADLER (FELIX). CreedandDeed

1.00
.....

NaturalHistory. Illus ... 1.50

Geological Sketches. First Series.. ...

GeologicalSketches. Second Series.....

AJourney inBrazil. Illus...........

1.50

1.50

5.00

ALGER(W.R.). ACritical History of the

Doctrine of a Future Life......

DRAPER (DR. J. W.). History of the Con-

filict betweenReligion and Science..... 1.75

The Intellectual Development of Eu-

rope. 2 vols ....

ScientificMemoirs

ز
EMERSON (R. W.). Essays. First Series, 1.50

PUBLISHERS' PRICES .

Essays . Second Series .

Miscellanies ....

RepresentativeMen.

English Traits

ГТ,
Conduct of Life.

Poems

ANY BOOK in the subjoined List, or any

other OBTAINABLE BOOK, that may be de-

MayDay, and Other Pieces .

Society and Solitude....

Letters and SocialAims .

ate

lat and the Causes of their Motions and

theirLight

ng

in

DO

ne

sired,willbe forwardedaspromptlyas possible, ENNIS (JACOB). The Origin of the Stars,
on receipt of orders accompanied with the cash.

SPECIAL RATESwill be made withpersons
or libraries desiring any large numberof books.

Orders are respectfully solicited from all friends

ofTHE INDEX.

ADAMS (R. C.). Evolution. A Summary

ofEvidence

AGASSIZ (LOUIS). Methods of Study in

2.00

FISKE (JOHN). Myths andMythmakers, 2.00
Outlines of Cosmic Philosophy.

TheUnseenWorld, and Other Essays ...

FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHIP IN RE-

LIGION. AVolume of Ten Essays,by

D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow,
Samuel Johnson. John Weiss, О. В.

Frothingham, W. J. Potter, F. E.

Abbot, J. W. Chadwick, T. W. Higgin-

son, and Mrs. E. D. Cheney, and ad-

dresses by Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

RobertDale Owen,andothers...

FROTHINGHAM (O. B.). History of

Transcendentalism in New England.

With Portrait of theAuthor.

The Religion of Humanity

The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of

Primitive Christianity

6.00

2.00

1.50

JOHNSON (OLIVER). Wm. Lloyd Garri-

son andhis Times. With Portrait and

Introductionby J. G. Whittier

JOHNSON (SAMUEL). Oriental Relig-

ions, and their Relation to Universal

Religion:

India

China

LANGE (F. A.). History of Materialism.

3 vols..

LECKY (W. E. H.) History of the Rise

and Influence of the Spirit of Ration-

alisminEurope. 2 vols .

History ofEuropean Morals fromAugus-

1.75

10.50

tus to Charlemagne. 2 vols ....... 3.00

2.50 LEWES (G. H.). Biographical History of

hto

ker

nds

"

the

em,

DEFOE (DANIEL). Robinson Crusoe 1.00 HUXLEY (T. H.). Man's Place in Nature, 1.25

DICKENS (CHARLES). CompleteWorks.

14 vols ..

POPULAR BOOKS

Sent by Mail Postpaid at

10.50

Onthe Originof Species......
Lay Sermons . Addresses, and Reviews... 1.75
More Criticism on Darwin and Adminis-

POPE'S Essay onMan

PRATT (WM., M.D.). A Physician's Ser-

mon toYoung Men..

PROCTOR (R. A. ). Other Worlds than

Ours: ThePlurality of Worlds studied

under the Light of Recent Scientific

Researches. Illus.....

Light Science for Leisure Hours . A Se-

ries of Familiar Essays on Scientific

Subjects ...

.50

.25

2.50

1.75

The Moon: Her Motions. Aspect, Scen-

ery, andPhysical Conditions. Illus.. 3.50

The Expanse of Heaven. A Series of

Essays onthe Wonders of the Firma-

ment .

OurPlace among Infinities. A Series of

Essays contrasting our LittleAbode

inSpace andTimewith the Infinities

around us . To which are added

Essays on the Jewish Sabbath and

Astrology...

2.00

1.00

trativeNihilism ...

Critiques andAddresses

.50

1.50

American Addresses 1.25

3.00
Science andCulture .

1.50

3.00

INGERSOLL (R. G.). The Gods, and

OtherLectures
1.25

1.50
TheGhosts, and Other Lectures

1.25

1.50
TheMistakes of Moses 1.25

1.50 Whatmustwe do to be saved ? .. .25

1.50

1.50 Lady

1.50

1.50

1.50 JAMES (HENRY, JR.). The Portrait of a

1.50 JESUS : HIS OPINIONS AND CHARAC-

TER. The New Testament Studies of

aLayman....

2.00

1.50

JEVONS (W. S.). Money and the Mechan-

ism ofExchange..... 1.75

QUATREFAGES (A. de). The Natural

2.00
HistoryofMan...

1.00

TheHuman Species
2.00

RAPHALL (MORRIS J.). History of the

Jews from 420 B. C. E. to the year 70

C. E. 2 vols ..
4.00

5.00

5.00 RIBOT (T. H.). Heredity: A Psychologi-

cal Study on itsPhenomena, its Laws,

its Causes,and its Consequences.....

English Psychology...

2.00

1.50

Diseases of Memory.
150

4.00
ROMANES (G. J.). Animal Intelligence..

The Scientific Evidences ofOrganicEvo-

1.75

lution .50

SAVAGE (M. J.). Belief inGod... 1.00

Morals of Evolution 1.00

1.50
Philosophy. 2 vols ..... 4.00

Beliefs about Man 1.00

1.75

3.50
Child's Book of Religion. For Sunday-

Physiology of Common Life. 2 vols .....

The Story of Goethe's Life ..

Problems of Life and Mind.

3.00
Talks about Jesus 1.00

1.50

First Se-
schools andHomes 1.00

ries. 2 vols.... 6.00

Beliefs about the Bible .....

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her

1.00

ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN-

MENTS .

Stories from the Lips of the Teacher.
Riddles 1.00

1.00
The Physical Basis of Mind. Second

1.50 Stories of the Patriarchs 1.00 Series.... 3.00
Bluffton. AStory of To-day 1.00

ARNOLD (EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama.

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

Beliefs of the Unbelievers . .25
The Study of Psychology, its Object, SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory

Spiritof the New Faith. 1.00
Scope, andMethod.... 2.00 ofDescent andDarwinism. Illus...... 1.50

The Safest Creed

Knowledge and Faith

1.00

1.00 LONGFELLOW'S Poetical Works. 2 vols. 7.00 SCHROEDER(DR. KARL). AManual of

1.00
Life of Gerrit Smith

Creedand Conduct
1.00

ARNOLD (MATTHEW) . Essays in Criti-

cism.. 200
The Rising and the Setting Faith 1.00

2.00 LUBBOCK (SIR JOHN) . Origin of Civill-

zation, and the Primitive Condition of

Man

1

5.00

Midwifery, Including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated from the German. Illus ... 3.50

Visions of the Future 1.00

GodandtheBible 1.50
Life of Theodore Parker. 2.00

LiteratureandDogma 1.50

GeorgeRipley. 1.25

Pre-historic Times , as illustrated byAn-

cient Remains, and the Manners and

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus .. 5.00
BAIN (ALEXANDER). Mental Science:

ACompendium of Psychology andHis-

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs .

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley.. .50

FULLER (MARGARET). Women in the

toryofPhilosophy 1.50
Nineteenth Century. 1.50

TheEmotions and the Will.. 500
Life without and Life within.. 1.50

Moral Science: ACompendium of Ethics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50
AtHome andAbroad. 1.50

Relations 1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS). Hereditary Genius

English Men of Science .

2.00

1.00

The Senses and the Intellect 5.00 Inquiries into Human Faculty and its

BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of
Development.... 3.00

Life. 2 vols.... 5.00

TheBeginnings of Life; or, The Modes

ofOriginofLowerOrganisms. 2vols .

Evolution andthe Origin of Life

at his Funeral.

GARRISON (WM. LLOYD). Tributes to

With Heliotype of

5.00 BustbyAnne Whitney . .75

2.00

BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous-

GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

erty

ness 1.50

Eating andDrinking

Stimulants and Narcotics ...

OurHomePhysician: A Popular Guide

totheArtofPreserving Health and

TreatingDisease ..

75 GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6 vols ..

6.00

BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. A Novel of New York.. 1.50

BLAINE'S ( JAMES G.) Eulogy on James

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-

lessness...

The Secret of GoodMemory

The Secret of a Clear Head..

Common Mind Troubles ..

A. Garfield. With Portrait...
Howtomake the Best of Life .

.50

.50

.50
.50

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-

cal Works. Illustrated 2.50

BUCKLE'S (H. T. ) History of Civilization

inEngland...

Essays, with aBiography of the author.. 1.00

BUECHNER'SForce andMatter

4.00

3.25

BURNS (ROBERT). Complete Works .... 1.00

CARLETON (WILL) . Farm Festivals.

Illus... 2.00

FarmLegends. Illus ... 2.00

Farm Ballads . Illus...
2.00

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits andMaps. 6vols...

FrenchRevolution. 2vols . 2.50

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols .. 2.50

Critical andMiscellaneous Essays . With

Portrait. 2 vols ....

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle
and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With
Portraits. 2vols .

1.50

4.00

CHADWICK (J. W.) . The Bible of To-day, 1.50

The Faith of Reason 1.00

HAWLEY (F. B.) Capital and Popula-

tion:AStudy of the Economic Effects

of their Relations to each other... 1.50

The Man Jesus .
1.00

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

mean Business .

CHANEY(G. L.). F. Grant& Co.; or, Part-

nerships . A Story for the Boys who

Scarlet Letter . 1.25

1.25

Tom. AHome Story. 1.25

TheHouse of the Seven Gables ..

HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-

1.25

ative First Cause .75

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittler, and an

Appendixby Wendell Phillips . With
Portrait.

CHILD(LYDIAMARIA). Aspirations of

the World: A Chain of Opals ........... 1.25

Looking toward Sunset...

Freedomof the Will 2.00

2.50 HELMHOLTZ (H.) . Popular Lectures on
Scientific Subjects. Withan Introduc

tionby Prof. Tyndall...
2.00

1.50

CLARK (EDW. H., M.D.) . Sex in Educa-

Second Series ..

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus ..

1.50

4.00

tion
1.25

TheBuilding of a Brain 1.25

CLODD(E.) . The Childhoods of Religions.

Asimple account of the Birth and

Growth ofMyths and Legends ......... 1.25

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment...

Young Folks' History of the United

1.50

1.50
States

Margaret Fuller Ossoli.
1.25

COBBE (FRANCES POWER). TheDuties

GRAY (ASA) . Darwiniana : Essays and

Reviews pertaining toDarwinism

1.00

12.00

.50

.50

2.00

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2 vols . 4.00

HAECKEL (ERNST) . The History of

Creation; or, The Development of the

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes. Illus . 2 vols.

The Evolution of Man. 2 vols ........

Freedom in Science and Teaching .......

HALLOWELL (R. P.) . The Quaker Inva-

sion of Massachusetts...

5.00

5.00

1.00

1.25

HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy..... 2.00

7.50 HAMMOND (DR. W. A.). A Treatise on

Di-eases of the Nervous System ....... 5.00

HARDY(ARTHUR S.). ButyetaWoman 1.25

3.50 HARRIS(J. C.). Uncle Remus: His Songs

and Sayings. The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus...

ofWomen........ Paper, 25 cts .; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M.D.). The SacredAnthology, 200

TheEarthward Pilgrimage........

Idols and Ideals .

1.75

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

ingPlace

TheMystery ofPain ..

Physiology for Practical Use

1.50 HOLLAND (F. M.). Reign of the Stoics..

DemonologyandDevil Lore. 2 vols..... 7.00
Emersonat Home andAbroad. 1.50

COOKE (J. P.) . Scientific Culture, and

OtherEssays....

...Stories from Robert Browning ..

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing..... Paper, 35 cts.; cloth,

1.00 HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The

Autocratof the Breakfast Table.......

The Professor at the Breakfast Table....

The Poet atthe Breakfast Table......

Poems...

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants . Illus ...

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK (W. H.). Is Life Worth Living ? 1.25

Social Equality...

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

MAUDSLEY (HENRY) . Body and Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

ence toMental Disorders 1.50

2.00Physiology of Mind....

Body andWill: Being an Essay concern-

ing Will in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical, and PathologicalAspects 2.50

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-

lyle.

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON) .

Organs of Speech and their Apulica-

tion in the Formation of Articulate

Sounds

MILL (JOHN STUART) . The Positive

Philosophy of Auguste Comte.

PoliticalEconomy

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

Liberty, both in one vol.

Representative Government.

Three Essays on Religion .....

SCOTT'S Complete Poetical Works. Illus. 8.00

SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols . 15.00

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

Memoir and Portrait. 2 vols ....

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women...

SMITH'S Ancient History, from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fall of the Western

Empire. Illus . 3 vols...

3.50

3.00

1.75 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00

MILLS (C. D. B.). Gems of the Orient.... 1.50

Buddha and Buddhism..

MUELLER (F. MAX) , Lectures on the

Science of Language

Chips from aGerman Workshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, and Customs . Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies , and An-

tiquities . Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology, Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol., $2.00;

theset

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or

Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustratedby the Relig-

ions of India

OORT(DR. H.) and HOOYKAAS (DR. I. ) .

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

StudyoftheBible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges....

Vol. II. Kings andProphets

Vol. III. New Testament.....

OSWALD (FELIX L. , M.D.) .

10.00

2.00

STEWART (S. J. ). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatitis andhowitGrew..

STICKNEY (ALBERT). ATrue Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of " Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels , with one hundred beautiful

illustrations
5.00

STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

townFolks. ANewEngland Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

landStory

2.50 STRAUSS (D. F.) . The Old Falth andthe

New...

Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature....

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

oftheChristian Religion and the Sig-

nificance of its Rise and Decline..... 1.00

PAINE (THOMAS). Age of Reason...

Complete Works ...

1.75 PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind

1.00

2.25

1.25

1.50

.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

2.00

1.25

2.00

3.50

Prayers by Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of

Household Management and Cookery .

ATextBook for Schools and Families.

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

theReligion and Philosophy of Eman-

uel Swedenborg

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.
With Portraits. 2 vols

Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

traits. 3 vols ...

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

owetoeach other..

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science ofSpirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-

five Years ....

TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

Light andElectricity.

7.00 UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

1.50

1.00

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free

Thought

VOGEL (A.). APractical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ...

1.50

2.00

.60

1.00

1.75

4.50

.75 VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

WALKER(PROF. F. A. ). Wages

Money.....

8.50

4.00

1.25 Money. Trade, and Industry. 1.50

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6

4.00 vols . Illus . 10.00

2.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

6.00

tory Liquor Laws

The Social Law of Labor...

FamousAmericans ofRecent Times.... 2.00 WEISS(JOHN). Life andCorrespondenceLife of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Iliustra-

tions. 2 vols . 6.00

TheNew Chemistry.. 2.00

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Complete in 16vols... 20.00

DANA(R. H.). TwoYeare beforethe Mast, 1.50 RalphWaldo Emerson

Descent ofMan.....

DARWIN(CHARLES). Origin of Species , 2.00 Elsie Venner

Journal of Researches..

Emotional Expression....

tion. 2 vols......

Animals and Plants under Domestica-
3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.) . The Lady of the

3.00 HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-

2.00 moirand Portrait. 2 vols..

Aroostook ...

Insectivorous Plants
5.00

2.00

The Undiscovered Country..

1.50

1.50

ClimbingPlants

Orchids fertilized by Insects 1.75

Fertilizationin the Vegetable Kingdom.
2.00

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a

Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols......

GatesAjar

3.00 DoctorZay
1.25

.75 PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newly engravedLikenesses ofSumner.

2vols....

PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART) . The

Beyondthe Gates .

of Theodore Parker

AmericanReligion

The Immortal Life

1.50 Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare

1.50 WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.) . The Life and

Growth of Language

1.25

1.50

4.00

1.50

1.50

2.00

1.50

Forms ofFlowers..
Travels andResearches

1.50

Vegetable Mould, etc..

Power ofMovementin Plants . 2.00

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-
1.50

traits..
1.50

1.50
6.00

Complete set, 13 vols ... 25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works,with Portrait 2.00

WILSON (HENRY). Rise andFallof the

Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols ....... 9.00

Chemistry .50

Physics .50

8.00 Physical Geography . .50

Geology.. .50

Physiology .50

Astronomy. .50

1.00 Botany .50

Logic.. .50

Inventional Geometry .50
15.00

Piano-fortePlaying .50

PoliticalEconomy. .50

NaturalResources of the United States . .50

1.00

The

6.00

1.50

2.50

Principles of Biology. 2 vols.....

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols ........ 4.00

Principles of Sociology. 2 vols ....

4.00

4.00

Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00

2.50
Universal Progress . 200

1.50
Essavs. Moral, Political, Esthetic... 2.00

2.50
Social Statics.. 2.00

Data of Ethics
1.25

Study of Sociology 1.50

1.25 Education
1.25

2.00
STALLO (J. B ) . The Concepts andTheo-

ries ofModern Physics.... 1.75

.25

2.00

2.00

2.00

Physical

1.00

Motion

Fragments of Science.

Lessons in Electricity.

Hours of Exercisein theAlps .

.50 BelfastAddress ...

ures

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50



12
THE INDEX JULY 3 1884

WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS
The 32d School Year of this Family and

Fast Potato Digging WESTWO

SENT ON

60 Days'

TestTrial.

THE MONARCH POTATO DIGGER

Savesits costyearly, FIVE TIMES

OVER, to every farmer. Guar-

anteed toDig Six Hundred

Bushels aDay!

MARIN POTATO

Day School for Boys and Girls

Sept. 17, 1884. For catalogue ads

NATH'L T. ALLEN, WestN

THE

Woman Question in Eu

begin

Tass.

A Series of Original Essays.Agents Wanted. Edited by THEODORE STANTON, Μ.Α.

Write postal card for FREE elegantly

illustrated Catalogue, in Six Brilliant Colors,

that cost us $2000 to publish.

206 StateSt. ,

Monarch Manufacturing Co., fcab, .

Modern Thinkers,

Principally upon Social Science.

SOLL.

By Prof. VAN BUREN DENSLOW, LL.D.

With Introduction byROBERT G. INGER-

Including critical analyses of

Swedenborg as a Seer, of Adam Smith

as an Economist, of Jeremy Bentham as

a Law Reformer, of Thomas Paine and

Junius as Political Revolutionists, of

Charles Fourier as a Socialist, of Her-

bert Spencer and Ernst Haeckel as Evo-

lutionists, and of Auguste Comte as a

Positivist, with an Essay on Wealth in

its Relations to Christian Ethics.

The Fifth Edition has just been issued

"Upon the question of money, this volume

contains the best thing I have ever read."-

R. G. Ingersoll (in Introduction).

"We confess that, if we stood on the

ground on which Mr. Spencer stands, we

should find it difficult to prevent ourselves

from being pushed by the stalwart arm of

Dr. Denslow's logic into the gulf of ethical

nihilism ."-Prof. Goldwin Smith.

With an Introduction by FRANCES
POWER COВВЕ.

Large Octavo, Cloth Extra, $3.50.

CONTENTS.

Chapter

I, ENGLAND.

I. THE WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE MOVE-
MENT. By Millicent Garrett

Fawcett.

II. THE WOMEN'S EDUCATIONAL

MOVEMENT. By Maria G.

Grey.

III . WOMEN IN MEDICINE. By Fran-

cesE. Hoggan, M.D.

IV. THE INDUSTRIAL MOVEMENT.

By Jessie Boucherett.

V. WOMEN AS PHILANTHROPISTS.

By Henrietta O. Barnett.

II. GERMANY.

III.

IV.

V.

VI.

I. A GENERAL REVIEW OF THE

WOMEN'S MOVEMENT INGER-

MANY. By Anna Schepeler-

Lette and Jenny Hirsch.

II . THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

GERMAN WOMEN. By Marie
Calm.

HOLLAND. By Elise van Calcar.

AUSTRIA. By Johanna Leiten-

berger.

NORWAY. ByCamilla Collett.

SWEDEN. By Rosalie Ulrica Olive-
crona.

VII. DENMARK. By Kirstine Fred-

eriksen.

VIII. FRANCE. By the Editor.

IX. ITALY.

I. A GENERAL REVIEW. By Au-

reliaCiminoFollierode Luna.

II. THE EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENT.

By Dora D'Istria.

X. SPAIN. By Concepcion Arenal.

XI. PORTUGAL.

Freitas .

XII.

XIII.

XIV.

By Rodrigues de

BELGIUM. By Isala van Diest ,

M.D.

SWITZERLAND. By Marie Goegg.

RUSSIA. By Marie Zebrikoff .

POLAND. By Elise Oresko.

BOHEMIA. By Elise Krásnohorska.

XVII. THE ORIENT. By Kalliope A.

Kehaya.

XV.

XVI.

"Now, the whole force of this case de-

pends upon the assertion of Goldwin Smith

that Dr. Van Buren Denslow is a disciple of

Herbert Spencer. But the assertion is not

true in any sense or in any degree. On the

contrary,Dr. Denslow is an open antagonist

of Mr. Spencer. His essay on Spencer's

Philosophy, first published in the Chicago

Times, while speaking of the man in the

usual terms of perfunctory compliment, as

havealsoGoldwin Smith and the Saturday mail, prepaid, on receipt of price.

Review, is adverse , carping, and deprecia-

tory on everypoint that he considers. The

criticism was regarded as so damaging that

Spencer's friends were told theymust reply

to it or forever hold their peace; and we

were confidently assured that the last we

should ever hear of Spencer's system was

the thud of the clods that Denslow had

thrown upon its coffin."-Prof. Youmans, in

Popular Science Monthly and in Introduc-

For sale at THE INDEX office and sent by
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A FEATURE of the Fourth at Paris was the pres-

entation of the Bartholdi statue of Liberty, Min-

ister Morton accepting the gift in the name of the

President andpeople of the United States.

DR. KOCH, who is at the head of the Cholera

Commission of Berlin, after a careful examination

of the disease in France, pronounces it of the

Asiatic type, and says that, having a centre like

Toulon, it is sure to spread in every direction.

LORD ST. LEONARDs, for an indecent assault

upon a servant girl, has received a sentence of

"sevenweeks inNewgate, the sentence to date from

the time of conviction." The conviction having oc-

curred two months ago, the sentence is only nom-

inal. A common offender would have been sent to

prison for threeyears for the offence.

DR. WILLIAM A. HAMMOND says that the per-

formances of Lula Hurst, the young woman from

Georgia who moves heavy objects against the

efforts of several strong men to press them down,

are due largely to the influence of suggestion in

the minds of the men, and to uncommonmuscular

strength. Before attempting to explain what oc-

curs in her presence, it will be well to ascertain

definitely just what does take place. Dr. Ham-

mond is something of atheorizer, and is liable to

adjust his facts to his theories rather than his the-

ories to his facts .

PROF. A. S. HILL in the Christian Register says:

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

person tohear of them ; for the hard-headeddeacon | citizen's views of sound public policy. If a man

who roughly tells the truth about a sermon he has

just heard exists, I fancy, chiefly in novels. In

a theological seminary, as in college, a studentmay

breathe an air charged with as much criticism as is

good for him; but, when he enters the ministry,

the chances are that he will receive no serious

criticism unless, and until, he is so fortunate as

to marry a woman who has the sense to see his

weak points and the courage to point them out

tohim."

In the last article in Harper's on the deaf and

dumb schools of Kendall Green, at Washington,

occurs an anecdote which affords an instance of

anthropomorphism so simple and transparent as

to be possible only when some of the ordinary

avenues of knowledge are closed: "The pupil was

telling the familiar story of George Washington

and the cherry tree, and wrote out the conclusion

on theblackboard thus: 'He took his hatchet in his

lefthand, and told his father he did it.' 'Why did

he take his hatchet in his left hand?" asked the

teacher, surprised at the expression ; and the an-

swer came promptly, 'Because he had to use his

right hand to tell his father. "

"A NOTABLE change in public opinion concern-

ing Sunday observance," says the Boston Tran-

script, "is reported from Swansea, England. The

town council has decided that bands should be

permitted to play in the public parks on Sundays.

This may not appear at all remarkable, but the

reasons alleged for this course will show what

there is exceptional about it. According to the

religious census, 'two-thirds of the population of

the borough went to no place of worship on the

Sabbath,' and it was therefore clearly necessary

that 'something should be done for them.' Once

upon a time, when a spiritual destitution was

demonstrated, a town would build a church, and

make the tax-payers foot the bills. The story from

Swansea indicates a very decided revolution in the

way of looking at things."

LI HUNG CHANG, who is the viceroy of North

China, has obtained the consent of the government

to build a railroad from Tien-tsin to Pekin, be-

tween which two points the telegraph is already in

operation. There are populous districts in the

interior of China, easy access to which from the

coastwould be of great advantage to the Empire

and to other nations ; and, as the Springfield Re-

publican observes, "the fact that one railroad is to

be constructed is an indication of remarkable prog-

ress, for the superstitions of the people have stood

like a Chinese wall against the more important

phases of Western material civilization. A work-

ing example, in the shape of a railroad train with

all its conveniences, will do more to break down

superstitious prejudices than any amount of lect-

uring or theorizing. The Chinese reason very

"It is nobody's interest to expose a preacher's slowly, but they have keen perceptive faculties."
sophistry or to puncture his rhetoric. He may go

on committing the same faults, whether in argu-

ment or in grammar, Sunday after Sunday, and

incensewill still rise from sewing-circles and vestry

tea-parties. If criticisms are made, he is the last

THE New Haven News has this to say in de-

fence of the divine right of bolting: "A party

may become corrupt, may fall under the sway of

bad leaders, may adopt a theory repugnant to the

fails to bolt then, he becomes a bad citizen; he

sacrifices national ends to party ends; he has

violated, not merely the freeman's oath, but the

sacred obligation that it prescribes ; he has merged

his citizenship in the prejudices, the frenzies, the

distorted fealties of the partisan. If men never

bolted, we might as well give one party or the

other a permanent lease of power, or decide elec-

tions by the census. In plainer words, the term

'bolting,' which men use so derisively, means at

bottom the highest form of citizenship. It implies

that change of feeling and consequent change of

votes which guarantees reform, progress, and civic

liberty itself."

THERE are thousands of people in this country,

upon whom have been conferred honorary college

degrees, who are in no way entitled to them; and

this fact makes the degrees almost worthless. As

the New York Evening Post says: "Every honor in

this country, where there is no such thing as he-

reditary honor, ought to mean as nearly as possi-

ble what it professes to mean on its face. Degrees

which imply on their face the possession of some

kind of learning, when given to any one, no matter

how meritorious on other grounds, who has no

learning at all, are a sham; and there is, or ought

to be, no place in American colleges for sham.

Calling a man a doctor of laws because he has

been elected governor or president ought with us

to be as absurd as calling him adoctor of medi-

cineor music or divinity or a great chemist. The

absurdity is, of course, all the greater when the

honor is bestowed on a man who makes sport of

university education, and professes to believe that

aman is better without it."

THERE was a bull-fight at Dodge City, Kansas,

on the Fourth. Four thousand people were in at-

tendance. There were four bulls, only one of

which wanted to fight, and five matadores, only one

of whom had the courage to fight or was hurt,-

a fact sufficient to raise a doubt as to the reality of

"distributive justice" in the world, and to suggest

the possibility of another state of being to enable

the bulls to get even with the human brutes who,

for mere sport, speared, lassoed, and tormented

them. The Springfield Republican, which gives a

sarcastic account of this affair, refers to it as "the

first bull-fight in the United States," and thinks

that now, the "thing having been tried, and a

taste for that sort of thing acquired, we may ex-

pect another paragraph to our already long column

of sports." We believe that such cruel and de-

moralizing "sports" should be prohibited in every

community. It is not only the right but the

duty of civilization to put a check upon barbarism.

The Republican is in error in thinking the Dodge

City affair "the first bull-fight in the United

States." We witnessed one at Visalia, Cal., some

eight or nine years ago, when, we remember dis-

tinctly, all our sympathies were with the brutes

that were tormented by half-a-dozen Mexicans,

whose effeminacy and cowardice would, in the

arenas of pagan Rome, have excited derision and

contempt.
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THE CHURCH'S SIN AND CLERICAL UN-

FAIRNESS IN PALLIATING IT .

No historical fact is better substantiated than

that the American churches and clergy in general,

inthe great anti-slavery contest, took sides against

the cause of the abolitionists. Whoever questions

the fact has only to go back to read the contem-

porary newspapers of the time, or to look into

such literature of the controversy as The Church

and Slavery, by the Presbyterian Rev. Albert

Barnes, or J. G. Birney's The American Churches

the Bulwarks of American Slavery. It is a case,

too, where the exceptions distinctly and logically

prove the rule; for those clergymen who identi-

fied themselves with the abolition cause lost de-

nominational popularity and influence in conse-

quence, were subjected to opposition and persecu-

tion, and verygenerally lost their pulpits. Alarge

proportion of the original abolitionists were born

and bred in evangelical churches. Avery consid-

erable number of their prominent speakers and

lecturers had been ministers in evangelical pulpits

or had been educated for such ministry ; yet

hardly one of them was able to remain in good

standing with his denomination. In the course of

time, the treatment which they and their cause

received from the churches led them, generally, to

achange in their theological views. They became

liberal . But it was not this change in their views

which caused them to be cast off by their churches.

They were ecclesiastically ostracized before that,

and because of their espousing abolitionism. This

faithlessness, indeed, of the Christian Church on

the greatest moral issue that has been presented

tomankind in the present age has been one of the

chief causes of modern scepticism in America with

regard to the old theologies.

Of this guilt of the American churches in the

matter of American slavery, Samuel J. May, one

of the earliest converts made by Garrison and one

of the fairest and most sweet-tempered of men, in

his Recollections of our Anti-slavery Conflict, pub-

lished in 1869, said: "It cannot be denied that the

most formidable opposition we had to contend

against was that which was made by the minis-

ters and churches and ecclesiastical authorities .

When the true history of the anti-slavery conflict

shall be fully written, and the sayings and doings

of preachers, theological professors, editors of re-

ligious periodicals, and of Presbyteries, Associa-

tions, Conferences, and General Assemblies shall

be spread before the people in the light of our

enlarged liberty, no one will fail to see that, prac-

tically, the worst enemies of truth, righteousness,

and humanity were of those who professed to be

the friends and followers of Christ.... Mr. Gar-

rison's disappointment and astonishment were un-

speakable, when he found how blind and deaf and

dumb the preachers of the gospel were, in view of

the unparalleled iniquity of our nation and the

inestimable wrongs that were allowed to be in-

flicted upon millions of the people. They were

afraid to obey the Divine Law, and bowed rather

to the commandments of men. They respected

a compromise more than a principle, and trusted

to that which seemed politic rather than to that

which was self-evidently right." This is the tes-

timony of one who was thoroughly conversant

with the anti-slavery struggle from its beginning,

andknew from experience whereof he spoke. He

was himself a minister of the Unitarian denomi-

nation ; and a part of the evidence he brings for-

ward consists of accounts of the conflicts into

which hewas led with associations and ministers

of even that generally more liberal communion,

because of is abolition views.

..

There is no escape from the conclusion, for any

a

one who studies the facts, that this opinion of Mr.

May, as above expressed, will be the verdict of

history. Yet, naturally, the churches feel, in the

new light that has come, that a heavy historical

burden of guilt is thus placed upon them. At the

critical hour, they were weighed in the balance,

and their righteousness was found wanting. And

prominent representatives of the churches have

consequently made attempts, in the last few years,

to explain away or conceal the bad record. The

fact that, after twenty-five years of struggle, the

anti-slavery reform began to take effect in

changed public sentiment, and the Free Soil and

Republican parties came into politics, and the

Northern conscience was profoundly stirred on

the Kansas-Nebraska issue, and that then the

clergy and churches began to give a better account

of themselves,-this fact has been used by several

apologists as a convenient cloak for covering up

the previous delinquency. But, now, the venerable

Doctor Austin Phelps, of Andover, comes to the

defence of the Church's record with a new line of

argument, or rather with the revival of a very old

argument in new fashion. He makes a violent

assault on the teaching and character of the abo-

litionists, and in a style that reminds one of the

attacks made upon them in the pro-slavery press

of forty years ago. The style and spirit are the

same, though many of the specific charges made in

Dr. Phelps' assault are such anachronisms that

they could not possibly have been made then. He

charges them, for instance, with being " more hos-

tile to Christianity than to tyranny," with " ma-

ligning the name of Jesus," with teaching that

"sanguinary revolutions and reigns of terror " are

the necessary means to social reform, with being

" destructives who would break up society itself to

get rid of its abuses " ; and he declares that they

offered a platform at their meetings, not merely

for the discussion of the slavery question, but

to fanatics and cranks of all sorts to propound

their various theories,-to " socialists," to " ex-

pound the inhumanity of property in land" ; to

" laborers on a strike," to " denounce the despot-

ism of capital " ; to "beardless boys," to " expose

the blunders of Moses " ; to " divorced women,"

to " talk of the tyranny of the marriage laws,"

etc. No unprejudiced person,whohas any knowl-

edge of the anti-slavery meetings, either through

his recollection orhis reading of them, can follow

through this list of charges, made against the

abolitionists by Prof. Phelps, without feeling that

old age and a failing memory must be their only

excuse. Yethe is allowed six columns in the Con-

gregationalist for this elaborate senility.

But another thing involved in this matter re-

minds us of the old days of the pro-slavery press,

with its gross unfairness and injustice. Mr.

Oliver Johnson, who is one of the few survivors of

the old guard of abolitionists, and knows thor-

oughly the whole history of the anti-slavery move-

ment, wrote to the Congregationalist to say that he

proposed to reply to Dr. Phelps' article, and nat-

urally wished that the reply might appear in the

same journal. To this, Dr. Dexter, the Congrega-

tionalist editor, answered that, if Prof. Phelps had

made any misstatements of fact, which he (the

editor) did not believe,-the Congregationalist

would be open " for any simple and brief correc-

tion of such misstatements" ; but it would notbe

open for any "argument" in reply to Dr. Phelps,

since, the editor added, "our intent is to dissemi-

nate what we believe to be truth, and not to edit

a debating society." Narrow as these conditions

were, Mr. Johnson accepted them, and sent an

article which would have occupied less than two

columns of the Congregationalist's space, and which

confined itself to correcting the grossest of Dr.

Phelps' "misstatements of fact." As the long

article of the latter was full of such "misstate-

ments" throughout, even this spacedid not suffice

for a correction of all of them. But the editor

declined to print Mr. Johnson's reply, deliberately

breaking his promise on the plea that this was

"precisely that argument on the other side" which

he could not publish ! Sometimes, it is true, "a

simple correction of misstatements" makes the

most effective kind of argument; and it must be

admitted that Mr. Johnson's article, which was

printed in the Boston Commonwealth of June 28,

was precisely an "argument" of that kind.

It is evident that, so long at least as Mr. John-

son survives, it will not be an easy thing for pro-

fessors of theology and doctors of divinity to

pursue the practice of amending history so as

unjustly to befoul the abolitionists for the sake of

cleansing the skirts of the American Church from

the guilty blots of its complicity with slavery.

Though they mayhave influential religious jour-

nals at their disposal and resort to the old pro-

slavery tactics ofhearing but one side, their efforts

will be invain. The Church on this subject has

made its own history. It is already inprint in its

own language; and neither the special, unvera-

cious pleading of Dr. Phelps nor the arrogant

unfairness of Dr. Dexter can whitewash the page.

Wм. Ј. РOTTER.

NOTES OF THE FIELD .

During some of the weeks of the last spring, I

visited several towns in the West, extending my

trip as far as Colorado, and quite lately I have

spent a little time in Eastern Pennsylvania. Pos-

sibly, some of the things I have had occasion to

note in these visits may be of interest to the

readers of The Index.

There is hardly occasion to speak of the West in

the large. There has been a deal said of it, and

perhaps people are tired of hearing the statements

thrown out in asomewhat loose and generalizing

way. Certainly there are all the differences

throughout the West that you find in the various

communities in the East ; and man is much alike,

is essentially one, the world over. As a rule, it

may be said, perhaps, that there is greater readi-

ness to hear in the West than in the East. There

is less tenacity of old prejudices, more readiness

to yield to the progressive spirit, and so more

hope held out of willing improvement here than

elsewhere. But as yet there is little disposition

to do anything actively; rather a disinclination

to enter any organization, however simple, and

unite for effort either to carry the better thought

to others or to embody it more successfully and

fruitfully in the individual and social life. The

little that is being done in associate work is being

accomplished apparently by the more liberal of the

Unitarians. These are alert and active; and the

societies they are planting in the new communities

are, I am confident, in many instances, perhaps

most indeed, on the broad basis of complete spirit-

ual freedom.

Col. Ingersoll draws throngs, unnumbered thou-

sands, wherever he goes. In Denver, where he

spoke by invitation of leading citizens not long

since, the large Opera House, Iwas told, was not

sufficient to contain the multitudes that were eager

to hear; and the same is to be said, I suppose, of

every town in the West that he visits. This shows

what a large ungathered congregation there is for

himwho can command its ear,-people that for

most part are not spoken to by any of the religious

organizations, whether orthodox or liberal. I wish

that what the Colonel has and says might fruit in

something more positive and tangible, such mag-
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nificent opportunity and such eloquent, witty,

stirring utterance, that it might show effect in

making Liberalism more concentrated, articulate,

and felt. But I suppose this is neither in his dis-

position nor in the line of his genius. Some other
one must come, who will yet mass, organize this

great force of outlying, unvoiced sentiment, and

make it to tell in society for needed protest and

reform.

Mr. Edwin D. Mead, whom I saw and had

opportunity once to hear in Denver, finds, in

goodlynumber, appreciative listeners for his thor

ough research and choice, quickening thought.

His lectures upon the Puritans are eminently

worthy to be heard in every town and hamlet

through the land. Theywoulddo, they are doing,

valuable work in enlightening and emancipating

the public mind. Prof. John Fiske has been

drawing large audiences in St. Louis, and I pre-

sume in other cities as well, to attend upon his

extended courses on American history. More and

more the publicmind,and especially in the West-

ern States, seems ripening for the reception of

the enlarged thought ofthe time. Talmage, Iwas

told, not long since in Omaha, drew but amod-

erate audience to hear him. Ingersoll, shortly

after, was greeted with the Opera House packed.

In Greeley, Col., I found a large, flourishing

society of Liberals, as broad in its basis appar-

ently as the freest expression of universal religion

would require. It is under the ministration of

Rev. Mr. Gibbs, an excellent gentleman, whom I

hadmet oncebefore in the East. In the society,

largely, as I am informed, the agnostic element

obtains. I foundhere brainy, strong men, men of

great and invincible force, toiling in their manual

work, engaged, most of them, out on the prairie

with their agriculture and stock-tending, yet tire-

less inspirit, never too weary at night for the best

reading, for social converse, for the debate of the

lyceum or a lecture,-eager, alert ever for what is

of mostworth in thought and culture. Theyhave

fullythe courage of their opinions, are outspoken,

aggressive, protestant, and so missionaries perpet-

ually of the new faith in their community.

This townwas to me one of the most interesting

of all that I visited. Founded, as it is known, at

the instance and through the influences of the

New York Tribune and in memory of the exalted

name of Horace Greeley, it was settled at the

beginning by a people quite above the ordinary

grade of intelligence and character. It bears the

stamp of these first settlers, an impress that can

probably never be effaced. No intoxicating drinks

are permitted to be sold within the limits of the

town, there are no saloons or dram-shops any-

where to be seen, no drinkers or idlers : it is an

intelligent, industrious, enterprising, and every

way prosperous community. It is an exception,

anoasis in the desert. From all the region round

about, the town is sought for superior educational

advantages in schools and the finer elements of

social life. With such sobriety, freedom, and

wakeful, progressive spirit, liberal ideas cannot but

strike root and grow. With opportunity, fair, free

field for all, there will be survival of the fittest.

In Denver also, I found a very attractive circle

of friends. The Liberalswhom Imet are persons

of pronounced convictions, of positive character,

and are felt as a potent force in the community.

Itwould be pleasant to tell of one I found there,

-well known in the community and most esteemed

by those who know him best, an industrious,

hard-working artisan, to be seen every day and

every hour of the dayupon the benchwith hammer
and lap stone and awl,who is, in the broad, one

ofthemost intelligent,clear-sighted, and upstand-
ing Liberals I have ever seen.

pointed library, you will note numbers of books

among the standard works in Biological Science,

Molecular Physics, General History of Civiliza-

tion, of Culture, etc.; and these have been, not

onlycarefully read, but well appropriated. Busy

as our friend is with the manual labors for daily

bread, he has found time ever to enrich, enlarge,

and adorn the mind,time also to devote himself

with agenerous self-sacrifice to enterprises aiming

-whether by lectures, lyceums, or what not-to

instruct and to elevate those about him. It does

the heart good to find here and there souls of such

dedication and such quenchless, tireless energy.

I should like to speak of other places,-of

Boulder, a town of but some four thousand peo-

ple, where I found a large congregation freshly

gatheredto hear Mr. Van Ness, ayoung man late

from Cambridge, and full of the scientific im-

pulse of the time,-of Omaha, Kansas City, St.

Louis, etc.; but the limits I must keep to here

forbid.

In Pennsylvania, early in the present month, we

attended-there were two of us this time, the lady

being of the party-the yearly meeting of the

Progressive Friends. This was held, in all, nearly

four days ; and the attendance throughout was

good. Col. Higginson disappointed us, being un-

able by reason of ill health to be present; and the

loss throughout was deeply felt. But we were

supplied with a good array of speakers, Revs.

J. H. Clifford, C. C. Hussey, Mrs. E. D. Cheney,

and others.

Mrs. Cheney deeply interested and enriched us

all by a compact, lucid statement of the character

and claims of art. The theme was in a degree

new, and especially here. Most in this neighbor-

hood, although long since freed from the dog-

matic limitations of the sect, are directly of Quaker

antecedents and rearing, and have inherited, and

bear still in greater or less degree, whether con-

sciously or unconsciously, the impression of that

early training, which, as is well known, in the jeal-

ousy of the Quakers against idolatry and the

fashions of this wicked world, was severely abste-

mious of any regard for the æsthetic or anything

savoring of beauty in form. Indeed, the educa-

tion of us all under Protestant régime has been

defective in that respect, especially in reference to

aught that mayspeak to the taste or imagination

on the walls of churches or in the forms of wor-

ship. We have therefore much to learn : even the

Catholic Church has lessons of value to teach us.

To find such a source of enrichment brought

before us as is furnished in the grandproducts of

art in ancient times and in modern, to learn of the

office of this missionary to the mind, what educa-

tion, enlargement, and exaltation through the sym-

bolism here afforded, was doubtless a surprise to

some: its presentation through the tongue of such

an interpreter was a boon to all. Nothing given

upon this platform for many a day has had a

deeper, finer effect. It opened new views with

reference to education, to methods of public teach-

ing, the use and the mission of the expressive lan-

guage of type and figure, which will not fail to

bear their generous fruit.

before it an unlimited future, if it shall hold

courageous and faithful to its own recognized

ideal.

In Philadelphia, I was told that initial steps had

been taken, looking to the establishment of an

Ethical Society. There are already three liberal

organizations here of Unitarian connection, all

well served by ministers of exalted ability and

worth. But the city is large; and there must be

abundant room, doubtless, for a new society and

of this type. In St. Louis, as Iwas informedwhen

there,not long since, the condition is readyand

waiting for such a movement. There are the

people at hand, and the means to sustain it.

What is wanting is the one that can lead the

march, one able to speak the decisive and animat-

ing word.

The ethical movement is, to my thought, some-

what partial and incomplete in its idea, defective

in important particulars, and must have supple-

menting before it can stand fully for the needs of

the soul. But it is abeginning, and abeginning

at a most essential point, in newdeparture. These

societies as they are stand, as I believe, for the

nearest approximation that we see anywhere thus

far to what is to be the Church of the future.

They are to be viewed, springing up as they do

now in our leading cities, as one among the very

significant signs of our time, and to be greeted

with most cordial good-will and god-speed. We

have right to draw from them omens of fresh

encouragement and renewed hope.

CHARLES D. B. MILLS.

THE MODERN INQUISITION.

I.

No evolutionist looks for any radical change in

a perceptible period. Though infinite variety is

the universal rule, and the same phenomenon, in

all its minutiæ, is never repeated, there is, never-

theless, a continuity which enables the accurate

observer to predict with tolerable certainty an

anticipated result. But for this, science would be

impossible. This rule holds good in the moral as

well as in the material world.

The Romish Inquisition will probably never

again dominate the world with its all-pervading

terror. But they who suppose that the inquisito-

rial spirit has passed away, that no form of that

baleful vitality is now in existence, exhibit an un-

fortunate lack of sagacity. The great Protestant

schism and the innumerable minor schisms in the

protesting body, whose culmination is free thought,

have secured for the harassed and harried human

race at least comparative and temporary immunity

from the persecutions of the fiends whose peculiar

business it has been to worry and torture those

innocent people against whom no other crime

could be alleged than that they would not join in

the effort to destroy the human intellect and eradi-

cate conscience from the mind of men.

Nothing in the human character is more re-

markable than the persistent infatuation which

leads to the belief that abstention from any given

devilry necessarily implies conversion from that

diabolism. The recent displays of fiendish vio-

On the whole, this meeting, with whatever draw-❘lence in Virginia and Mississippi are cases in

backs through the disappointments,-for Mr.

Hinckley as well as Mr. Higginson had been

expected,-was felt in spirit and interest to be

equal to its predecessors. Its platform is broad,

its aims catholic and universal. It should fulfil

from year to year a larger and a larger service.

Its constituency is gathered from wide area in

Central and Eastern Pennsylvania, from Delaware
and New Jersey; and it may and should be a

centre of radiation for most wholesome and life-

In his well-ap- giving influences through the whole land. It has

point. Those who are gifted with but amoderate

endowment of that quality which constituted the

leading trait in the character of thecelebratedMr.

Gradgrind must be unpleasantly startled by the

facts of the case. Theory serves two quite distinct

purposes. With some, it is an instrument for the

discovery of truth : with inferior minds, it is a

never-failing means of confirming them in error.

Popery has had its fangs drawn and its claws

cut; and its legitimate successor, Calvinism, can

no longer, on the shores of the Lake of Geneva,
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burn alive by slow fire, with the additional luxury

of green wood, the noblest of the human race,

whom its keen-scented bloodhounds have hunted

down, norgloat over the sight of an innocent girl

strangled by the rising tide of Solway Firth in

obedience to its fiendish order, nor even summa-

rily expel from its jurisdiction, with an emphatic

warning never to return, the uninformed seamen

whom its zealous spies have detected in the crime

of absenting themselves from the only true wor-

ship on "the Lord's day." Nor can the greatly

lauded Pilgrim Fathers, as they once did, after a

short breathing-time, to enable them to recover

from the persecutions they themselves had suffered,

re-establish and infuse a genuine activity into their

own peculiar form of the inquisition. All these

things have, for the present at least, passed away.

But the law of heredity holds good here as well as

elsewhere. Whatever may have been the remote

beginning of the poisonous ailantus (which also

is called a Tree of Heaven), the successive genera-

tions of that noxious vegetable faithfully repro-

duce the disgusting qualities of their progenitors.

The copperheaded viper, a peculiar product of

our own soil, generates only copperheaded vipers ;

and theological inquisition into religious beliefs

perpetuates theological inquisition into religious

beliefs.

government which is engaged in a deadly struggle

with powerful and subtle enemies, in behalf of a

body of men who are as thoroughly inimical to

that government as those who, throughout the

Slaveholders' Rebellion,kept up "the fire in the

rear" were to the government of this country.

And Mr. Arthur, if one mayjudge by his behavior,

regards it as a compliment to be congratulated

publicly for this violation of international cour-

tesy by the papal representative in this country,

speaking in behalf of the whole bodyof prelates.

Here is a very bold step forward, which will, how-

ever, doubtless be passed by with the usual in-

difference and apathy, or even assurances from

"Liberals" that alarm, in view of these acts, is

characteristic of those minds only which are lack-

ing in philosophical comprehension, and that calm

serenity which is the prerogativeof great intellects.

But for the Irish vote, this most unbecoming inter-

ference would never have occurred.

The Pennsylvania School Journal, the official

organ of the State schools, long since tacitly took

the ground that the Christians of any given neigh-

borhood had a perfect right to institute an inqui-

sition into the Orthodoxy of an applicant for the

place of teacher, and, if he was found to be

wanting in what Lessing calls "the great duty of

believing," to reject his application without more

ado. This same official organ gave to the teach-

ers, school-boards, and patrons of the public schools,

from which classes are drawn the great body of

its subscribers, a highly eulogistic notice of that

pseudo-scientific hash which may, perhaps, with-

out irreverence, be called the Cook-Book, and also

gave currency against an emphatic protest to an

anonymous paragraph which the readers of The

Index will remember, purporting to define Carlyle's

attitude toward Darwin, and which was greedily

and extensively copied by the half-penny editors

who are glad to play second fiddle to the twopenny

parsons. The acting editor was warned that, as

this anonymous paragraph came fromwhence none

knew, it was probably (as it finally proved to be)

only another example of that very common lying

for Christ's sake, in which many orthodox people

When Col. Ingersoll, a few years ago, was en-

gaged to deliver one of his characteristic lectures

in the capital of Pennsylvania, the teachers in the

public schools inthatcity were distinctly informed

that any one whom the pious spies of the parsons

detected in attendance at the lecture would cer-

tainly lose his place. Many who were desirous of

listening to the great heretic were thereby deterred

from going to hear him. The modern inquisitor

cannot burn alive nor drown his victim "for

Christ's sake" (for that, stated in its nakedness,

is his professed motive), so he merely does his

best to starve him to death. The spirit is the

same; and,but for the brave and heroic hearts who

are determined that these things shall no longer

be, the older and simpler methods would be

resumed. Those who think otherwise are delud-

ing themselves. The resumption of the summary | freely indulge. When Mrs. Lecky's authoritative

methods would, of course, be gradual; but those

methods would be resumed.

Mr. Abbot, and others who agree with him, may

be altogether right in believing that this question

canbe finally settled only through a great religious

war. Ipresume that even he does not look for

this result in the very near future. But there are

strong grounds for his fears. The great central

power, the mainspring of this inquisitorial move-

ment, is undoubtedly the Romish Church, the

wealthiest, the best equipped, and the most power-

ful organization in the world. She lies, like an

enormous devil fish, in the gloomy and sunless

deeps, and draws in, to batten on them, all the

unwary who venture within the reach of her long,

flexible, and slimy tentacles. She has a hold,

more or less firm, of the leading evangelical Protes-

tant churches ; she has long had a most danger-

ous and fatal control of the Democratic party of

this country, and is slowly, but surely, drawing

into her embrace the Republican party. I am

quite aware that all this is hooted at; but, though

Gradgrind was narrow, his love of "fax" was a

valuable and is, in all such cases as this, an indis-

pensable quality. Throughout our civil war, she

kept mayors notoriously disloyal in at least two of

our larger Pennsylvanian cities; and, but for her,

we should not now be disgraced with a copperhead

governor in Pennsylvania. And she has, at last,

reached the Presidency of the United States, and

induced the present incumbent of that office to in-

terfere in the internal affairs of a youthful foreign

exposure of the forgery appeared in the London

Times, the editor was advised of the fact; and his

informant urged him, inasmuch as he had given

currency to the slander, to give equal publicity to

the correction. This he positively refused to do,

saying, " If Carlyle didn't say what was attributed

to him, he ought to have done so. " The exagger-

ation, suppression, misrepresentation, and down-

right and deliberate falsehood to which many of

these people will resort is something quite start-

ling to the unregenerate mind.

HOWARD WORCESTER GILBERT.

THE MICROMEGAS OF VOLTAIRE.

Voltaire's horse-laugh extravaganza, Micromegas,

is a delicious satire upon pretentious humanitv.

He makes the earth base and ridiculous by con-

trasting it with society as it exists on a planet of

the star Sirius, which he thereby makes his ideal

land. It seems to me the Micromegas , would, if

translated, be almost as popular as Peter Schlemihl,

Gulliver, one of the Hausmärchen or Poe's Hans

Pfaall.

"In one of the planets," begins Voltaire, "which

revolve about the star Sirius, there was a young

man de beaucoup d'esprit, whom I had the honor to

know on the occasion of the last voyage he made

to this little ant-hill of an earth. He was named

Micromegas [little-great] , a name very appropriate

to all great persons." Micromegas was one hun-

dred and twenty thousand feet in height. On

emerging from childhood, when he was about four

hundred and fifty years old, "he dissected many of

those minute insects which are only one hundred

feet in diameter," a size too small for the ordinary

microscopes of that planet todetect. He wrote a

book about his insects,which brought down on

him the wrath of the muphti of his country, and

was banished. He was perfectly well acquainted

with the laws of gravitation and the attracting

and repelling forces, and made use of his knowl-

edge so well that, setting out on his travels with

his servants and baggage, he passed from globe

to globe as easily as a bird glides from bough

to bough . Arriving in Saturn, he made the ac-

quaintance of the secretary of the Saturnian Acad-

emy. This little gentleman was only six thousand

feet high, and contrasted with the Sirian as a very

small poodle would with his master. It is under-

stood that, in the person of the Saturnian secre-

tary, Voltaire satirized Fontenelle, member of the

French Academy. The Sirian and his dwarf (as

Voltaire calls him)-namely, the secretary-hold

many conversations, in which the Syrian expresses

his pity for the fellow-citizens of the other.

"How many senses have you in this planet ?"

demands the Sirian. "Only seventy-two," says the

dwarf. "We have a thousand in our world," says

the other ; "and we are continually filled with

vague unhappiness and envy of those living on

other planets who we feel sure have more."

Thereupon, the Sirian lays bare the root of all

Utopia-dreaming. "I have travelled a little," he

says, "in various worlds ; and I have never yet seen

any one who did not have more desires than true

wants, and more wants than gratification. " The

matter of ages next coming up, it appears that the

Saturnians live fifteen thousand years, and the

Sirians ten million five hundred thousand. Pres-

ently, the two friends set outon an ethereal voyage

together, taking with them a goodly number of

mathematical instruments. Leaping to Saturn's

ring, they thence voyaged from moon to moon.

comet passing by, they leap aboard with all their

domestics and mathematical instruments. Pass-

ing by the moons of Jupiter, they arrive at Mars.

Some years ago, on the discovery of the moons of

Mars, I published a note calling attention to the

anticipation of the "find" by Voltaire in this ro-

mance.

A

But I then trusted to information at sec-

ond hand (an old magazine). It is true, as I now

see, that Voltaire speaks of the existence of these

moons; but what he states is satirically said, I be-

lieve, in teasing ridicule of men of science.*

Our ethereal travellers fear that the planets of

Mars would be too small to afford them a bed

apiece, so they go on until they reach the earth,

landing on the southern shore of the Baltic Sea on

the 5th of July, 1737. After eating for lunch two

small mountains of provisions placed before them

by their attendants, they take a little walk over

Europe to see the country. The Sirian, being

about twenty-two miles high, could have walked

around the globe in thirty-six hours; but they did

not go far. They scratched their feet against the

mountains as they walked, and then got to disput-

ing as to whether the earth was inhabited, Vol-

taire hitting off the follies of the scientists all the

while in the solemn nonsense uttered by the dwarf

in the way of reasoning. In the heat of the

dispute, the diamond necklace of Micromegas

broke, and the diamonds were scattered over the

ground.

As the Saturnian was picking up some of them,

*"Je sais bien, " he exclaims, "que le père Castel écrira,

etmême assez plaisamment, contre l'existence de ces deux

lunes; mais je m'en rapporte à ceux qui raisonnent par
analogie. Ces bons philosophes la savent combien il

serait difficile que Mars, qui est si loin du soleil, se passåt

àmoins de deux lunes." "I agree with those who reason

by analogy," Voltaire would say ironically. "If the earth

hasonemoon, our good philosophers know very well that

Mars, who is so far from the sun, could not get along with-

out two at least."
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weighing each about four hundred pounds, he

happened to notice that they made with their

facets excellent microscopes. They take the hint,

and, applying them to the eye, discover first a

whale, which Micromegas takes up carefully and

lays on his thumb-nail. Then they speculate as to

whether the animal can reason. Presently, they

espy, by the aid of the microscope, a vessel on the

sea. It is filled with arctic explorers,-scientific

philosophers who had been making a voyage to

the North Pole. The Sirian takes up the vessel,

and holds it in the hollow of his hand. The

passengers think theyhave been caught by ahur-

ricane and thrown upon some kind of a rock.

The sailors throw over barrels and jump after

them into thewaterwhich still lies in the hollow

of the giant's hand. The philosophers take their

instruments, and climb down upon the fingers

of the hand. Micromegas felt a tickling in his

index finger. It was an iron-shod staff which

one of themhad sunk into his flesh to the depth of

afoot. Hewas unable to see anything, even with

the glass, but concluded that some sort of atomic

animal had come out of the ship, invisible to his

eye. At length, to his ecstatic joy, he was able to

see the mites. He shouted with pleasure, and

placed a microscope in the hands of his friend.

"I see them!" they cried both together. "Don't

you see them here raising themselves to the deck,

and there lowering themselves ?" and their hands

trembled with excitement.

After awhile, the Sirian clipped his thumb-nail,

and made a speaking-trumpet of the paring. This

ear-trumpet covered the whole ship, and made the

hum of its insect-men audible. The Sirian took

the dwarf on his knee, held the vessel on his

thumb-nail, and then said, in a very low voice, so

as not to kill them with the noise:-

"Invisible insects, whom the hand of the Creator

has been pleased to bring forth in the depths of

the infinitely small, Ithank him for what he has

deigned to permit me to know of impenetrable

secrets. Perhaps where I live you would be de-

spised, but I despise no one. I offer you my

protection."

"If there was ever any one astonished, it was

those who heard these words. They could not

imagine whence they came. The chaplain offered

prayers of exorcism, the sailors swore, and the

philosophers made a system; but, whatever system

theymade, they could not divine who it was that

spoke to them." The dwarf of Saturn, who had a

gentler voice than Micromegas, then told them

who they (their captors) were, commiserated them

on their small size, asked them if they had always

been in this miserable condition, so near to anni-

hilation, if they were intelligent and happy, and if

they had souls. This last question stung one of

the bolder of the crew; and, taking his quadrant,

he took the height of the dwarf, and then said,

"You think, sir, because you are six thousand feet

high, that you are a"- "Six thousand feet !"

cried the Saturnian. "Great heaven ! how does he

know my height? He has not missed it by an

inch. He is a geometrician." "Yes, I have meas-

ured you," said the atom, "and I will measure

your friend." The proposition was accepted. The

Sirian lay down, and they took his measure by

triangulation (in away that the superior delicacy

of this age will not allow me to translate) .

The Sirian expressed his admiration of the

power of God who could create such atoms in one

world, and in another beings whose foot would

cover our whole globe (for such he said he had

seen in his planetary travels). Then they touched

the subject of philosophy, and the philosophers all

spoke at once in the attempt to explain their sys-

tems to their big friends. The Lockian met the

approval of these the most. But there was pres-

ent a schoolman or priest (un petit animalcule en

bonnet carré) who said he knew the whole secret,

that itwas all in Thomas Aquinas. He coolly took

the measure of his gigantic captors, and main-

tained that their persons, their worlds, their suns,

all were made solely for the use and pleasure of
man. At this point, the giants fell into such an

uncontrollable fit of laughter, their bellies and

their shoulders so rising and falling in the convul-

sions caused by their attempt to suppress their

merriment, that the ship fell from the thumb-nail

of the Sirian into the breeches pocket of the Satur-

nian, and they looked for it a long while before

they found it. The Sirian then talked kindly to

the mites, and on parting from the earth gave

them abook, in which he said they would find the

purpose of things laid down. The book was car-

ried to Paris, to the Academy of Sciences ; but,

when the secretary opened it, he found only blank

leaves." Ah!" he said, "Ihad my doubts about the

matter." And so Voltaire closes his "history."

W. S. KENNEDY.

"SUBSCRIBER" writes : "The battle-cry of Lib-

eralism is , Educate ! Educate ! Educate ! Reflect-

ing lately upon the politics of the day, I could not

repress doubt. Do not our political conventions

presumably represent the educated among the

mass of politicians ? Yet we daily read of the

probabilities of this, that, or the other candidate

turning over his strength or transferring his adher-

ents to another chief,when his own chances grow

hopeless, driving or leading them like a lot of

cattle from one pen to another. What is the dif-

ference ? And what is the matter? These cattle,

these politicians, are all, from the county up to the

national conventions, representative men of their

respective communities. They are mostly educated

Yet education seems to give them no moral
men.

standard, no individuality. At a wave of their

chief, off they go, obeying his impulse of cupidity,

revenge, or expediency. The daily records of ras-

cality, too, bristle with the names of educated

people. The treasurer of a corporation, the bank

cashier, the Sunday-school superintendent, and

even the truly good pastor,-these who are so piti-

ably often recreant to trust are all educated. The

stock gamblers and manipulators, the whiskey

bosses, the owners of whole blocks devoted to evil,

are usually educated. The lawyers, to whose pro-

fession the word 'conscience' is unknown, are edu-

cated. What is the matter, that education yields

so much rotten fruit ?"

DR. MCCOSH, of Princeton College, a man of

undoubted ability, as all know who have read his

writings, is said to be quite egotistical, without the

tact to conceal his weakness, and without being

aware of it even. In an exchange, we find the

following anecdote of the distinguished theological

professor, given as an instance of his egotism :

"Some years ago, he was lecturing before the

senior class . He had been discussing Leibnitz's

view of the reason of evil, to the effect that man-

kind was put upon the earth because there was

less evil here than elsewhere. One of the seniors

inquired, 'Well, doctor, why was evil introduced
into the world ?" 'Ah !' said the doctor, holding up

both hands, 'ye have asked the hardest question in

all feelosophy. Sukkrates tried to answer it, and

failed; Plato tried it, and he failed; Kahnt at-

tempted it, and made bad work of it; Leibnitz

tried it, and he begged the whole question, as I've

been tellin' ye; and I confess (gnawing at his

thumb knuckle), I confess I don't know-what-

to make of it myself. "

AMONG the excellent works, low-priced editions

of which are being published by John B. Alden, is

Guizot's History of France, which is being issued in

eight octavo volumes at seventy-five cents each.

Two volumes have already appeared, and the

others are in press and to be issued this month.

The price of the American edition of this work

hitherto published-more than thirty dollars-has

kept it beyond the reach of the general reader of

history, to whom Mr. Alden's edition-which is

printed on good paper, in large type, is neatly

bound, and will sell for $6.00-will be very ac-

ceptable.

SAYS the London Inquirer : "Aldis and Arnold's

Catholic Dictionary, lately published, with all its

graver matter has a humorous aspect which ought

not to be ignored. For instance, under one head-

ing we have the following : Origen [see Hell],-

which is certainly a short and easyway of dealing

with heretics. On Heaven there is a column and a

quarter, on Hell no less than ten columns, the

writer apparently having more information on the

latter subject than on the former."

GREAT hearts alone can understand how much

glory there is in being good.-Michelet.

EVEN genius itself is but fine observation strength-

ened by fixity of purpose.-Earl Bulwer-Lytton .

I KNOW no great men except those who have ren-

dered great services to the human race.-Voltaire .

You cannot dream yourself into a character: you

must hammer and forge yourself into one.- Wendell

Phillips .

HOW IT comes to us in silent hours that truth is our

only armor in all passages of life and death !-R. W.

Emerson.

WHAT a womanshould demand is respect for her as

awoman. Let her first lesson be to reverence her sex.

-Charles Lamb .

PERSISTENCE is the larger part of any virtue. Take

grit out of in-te-grit-y, and your integrity is gone.-

Michigan Christian Herald.

IF we recall the rare hours when we encountered

the best persons, we then found ourselves, and then

first society seemed to exist.-Emerson.

To PRAY against temptations, and yet to rush into

occasion, is to thrust your fingers into the fire and

then pray they might not be burned.-Secker .

IT is true that genius takes its rise out of the moun-

tains of rectitude, that all beauty and power which

men covet are somehow born out of thatAlpine dis-

trict.-Emerson .

NO MATTER who lives or dies, who goes up or goes

down, What is truth? must be and ever is the su-

preme inquiry of honest and teachable spirits .-Jo-

seph Parker.

IMMORTALITY must be earned by constant vigilance

andwatch upon our own motives and acts. We must

work for immortal life, and by slow toil grow worthy

of it.-Ella Wheeler .

AMAN'S charity to those who differ from him upon

great and difficult questions will be in the ratio of

his own knowledge of them, the more knowledge,

the more charity.-Norman Macleod.

For The Index.

WENDELL PHILLIPS' GRAVE.

The noisy stream of man's affairs

Flows ever by the sacred place,

Marked by no costly monument,

Where rests oppression's enemy.

The insect's hum, the sunlitflowers,

Service of praise and incense give :

Deadthough he is, his word remains

Ahelp for allhumanity.

BOSTON, June 21, 1884.

JOHNDIXWELL.
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A Study of Primitive Christianity.

BY LEWIS G. JANES.

II.

SOCIETY AND RELIGION IN THE ROMAN

EMPIRE.

At the advent of Christianity, the civilized

world was at peace. A quarter of a century

before the birth of Jesus, the gates of the temple

of Janus in Rome, which were always open when

the Empire was involved in war, were closed by

the order of Augustus Cæsar, for the third time

since the foundation of the Eternal City. Rome

was mistress of the world, and had conquered

peaceby the might of her invincible arms.

During the previous century, she had extended

her power in the East under the great comman-

ders, Sulla, Lucullus, and Pompey. Asia Minor

had been subdued, and all its vast territory was

reduced to a tributary condition. The king of

Armenia had been defeated. Syria and Palestine

submitted to Pompey, and were converted to

Roman provinces. On the north-east, the Par-

thian successors of the ancient Persian empire

alone maintained their independence, having thus

far resisted all attempts at Roman invasion and

conquest.

Rome before the Cæsars.- The Servile Insurrec-

tion.

Rome, in the early part of the century nominally

a republic, was never one in reality. While the

government was republican in form, the greater

part of the population of the capital and chief

cities were slaves, deprived of all civil rights. In

the year 73 B.C., this class rose in insurrection,

led by Spartacus, a Thrakian gladiator. For

nearly three years, they maintained a partially

successful warfare against the veteran armies of

the republic, a large part of Italy being in the

hands of the servile classes during this period.

It was not until several powerful armies had been

defeated, and forces of great magnitude were

brought into the field, that the insurgents were

overthrown. Such was the might of an oppressed

class, struggling for equal political rights against

the most powerful nation that the world had ever

known. To these people, the religion of Jesus,

with its communistic spirit and its doctrine of the

kingdom of heaven soon to be established on the

earth,-the inheritance of the poor and the op-

pressed, would come with the blessing of renewed

hope and the promise ofultimate deliverance.*

Pompey, victorious in the East, and successful

inhis conflicts with the pirates of the Mediterra-

nean, was master of Rome for a time, but soon

had to contend with the rival talents and ambition

of Julius Cæsar. The first Triumvirate, compris-

ing Pompey, Crassus, and Cæsar, subsequently

became arbiters of the destinies of the growing

empire and virtual masters of the world. Cæsar,

appointed to command the armies of Rome in

Gaul, completed the conquest of that country, and

extended his victorious arms into Germany and

Britain. His subsequent history, his conflicts with

and triumphs over his rivals, his final attainment

of the imperial power, which he held until his

assassination in the year 44 B.C., these facts are

too familiar to the students of history, and too

little germane to our subject, to require further

elaboration.

Rome under the Cæsars,- The Jewish Colony.

Rome, the queen city of the world, at this time

contained a population variously calculated at

from a million and a half to eight million souls.

The latter estimate is doubtless greatly exagger-

ated: probably about two millions would approxi-

mate the actual number of inhabitants. This

population included a considerable colony of Jews,

many of whom had emigrated to Rome during

the earlier years of Pompey's supremacy. The

Hebrew colonists dwelt in a mean quarter of the

city, beyond the Tiber; and, on account of their

social exclusiveness and the character of their

religion, they were regarded with jealousy and

suspicion by the masses of the native population.

Nevertheless, they were industrious and frugal,

and were generally entitled to the credit of being

good citizens. Julius Cæsar recognized their

virtues, and granted them many favors. This

Jewish colony subsequently became the nucleus of

the Christian Church in Rome, and the earliest

assemblies of Christians in the metropolis were

held in the Jewish quarter of the city.

extend its domain by conquest. The genius of

'Greece, on the contrary, had been pre-eminently

dogmatic and intolerant. Even her most distin-

guished philosophers were expatriated, or sub-

jected, like Sokrates, to the penalty of death, if

their teachings appeared to conflict with any of

the leading features of the popular theology. Her

religion, accordingly, did not readilycoalesce with

the alien faiths of her conquered provinces. The

attempt to introduce it by force into Palestine had

already resulted in the revolt of the Asmoneans

and the final overthrow of the Greek dynasties

which hadgoverned thatcountry since its conquest

by Alexander. Rome, on the contrary, did not

seek to overthrow the religions of her subject

peoples, but tolerated and protected them, unless

they opposed her secular dominion, often assimi-

lating them in part into her own cultus with their

foreign rites and ceremonies .*

She had early adopted the gods of Greece, whose

intenser personality than that of the ancient

Roman deities attracted the worship of the masses

of the people; while the priests, philosophers, and

educated classes were initiated into the mysteries

of the "Sacred Drama of Eleusis," which prom-

ised consolations for the trials of the present life,

and taught the doctrine of the resurrection and

the life to come. In the Eleusinian cultus, the

Greek and later Roman faith reached their highest

ethical development. Promises of future reward

were offered to the initiated on certain conditions,

not merely of ceremonial observance, but also of

personal purity and piety, of justice and right-

doing between man and man. The doctrine of

a spiritual, pantheistic monotheism seems to have

been taught, of which the objective anthropomor-

phism of the popular mythology offered no sug-

gestion. Absolute chastity was required of the

priests during the celebration of the mysteries ;

and celibacy was made obligatory to certain orders

of the priesthood, from the time of the assump-

tion of the priestly office. Abstinence from certain

articles of food was required of the celebrants.

Initiation was preceded by a rite of purification

resembling Christian baptism ; and a sacred meal,

similar to the eucharist, constituted a portion of

the ceremonial. On the nineteenth day of the

great annual festival, a solemn sacrifice was offered

to Asklepios, the god who had died, and was subse-

quently resuscitated as Iakchos. The familiar-rep-

resentations of Iakchos as ayoung child, with his

mother, Persephone,-sometimes identified with

the Egyptian deities, Horos and Isis, in the later

Roman period,-doubtless helped to suggest the

familiar conception of the Virgin and child in early

Christian art ; and the mystic representation of the

resurrection, long familiar to the favored initiates

of Greece and Rome, prepared the way for the

acceptance of the mythical legend of the resurrec-

tion of Christ. "The idea of the saviour Daimôn

sprung from the mother goddess," says Lenormant,

"is essentially a Pelasgic and popular conception ." †

It was connected with the rites of Eleusis from

their earliest period, and, together with the univer-

sal belief in the incarnation of the gods, was a

forerunner, if not a causal prototype, of the subse-

Under the imperial sway of the Cæsars, Rome

attained a power and magnificence never previ-

ously or subsequently equalled. Cicero, Catiline,

Crassus, Pompey, the younger Cato, Scipio, these

are a few of the great names among her citizens

during the century preceding the Christian era.

For two hundred years, Greece had been the

political subject of Rome, but had itself subjected

the Eternal City intellectually, and through it the

intelligence of the world, giving to the great

empire its official language and its highest de-

velopment of art, literature, and philosophy. Four

centuries before the Christian era, the philosophy

of Greece had reached its culmination in the

transcendent genius of Plato, whose far-reaching

thought has rendered all subsequent ages his

debtors. The influence of the Platonic philosophy quentlydeveloped Christian doctrines of the mirac-

upon the development of Christian doctrine was

not inconsiderable, and will constitute an impor-

tant element in our later discussions.

Religion under the Empire.-Roman Tolerance.

Rome was more cosmopolitan and tolerant than

any other nation of antiquity which had sought to

ulous birth and the divine incarnation of Jesus .

Oriental Influences .-Mithracism.

About the year 180 A.D., the Emperor Commo-

dus introduced into Rome the rival mystic and

ritualistic worship of the Persian god Mithra, or

*The early Fathers of the Church, as will be seen here-

after, like the Fathers of the American republic, failed to

make a practical application of these principles to the

existing Institution of slavery, but, on the contrary, often

directly recognized and sustained it. Nevertheless, the

principles existed as a leaven, working for the ultimate

regeneration of society.

*See Renan's English Conferences for an interesting

discussion of the influence of the Roman religion upon

early Christianity.

†A most complete and interesting account of the Myste-

riesmay be found in a series of articles by Prof. François

Lenormant, entitled "The Eleusinian Mysteries : A Study

ofReligious History," in the Contemporary Review ofMay,

July, et seq. 1880.
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Mithras. The new cultus speedily became popular

among the literary and fashionable classes, and

obtained publicrecognition until the time of Con-

stantine. Subsequent even to the secular ascen-

dency of Christianity, it was handed down from

age to age through the esoteric order of the Rosi-

crucians and the secret societies of the Middle

Ages. The ceremonies observed in the worship of

Mithra are described by Tertullian, a Christian

writer of about 200 A.D., as strongly resembling

the sacraments of the Church. The initiates were

admitted by a rite of baptism. They worshipped

in little chapels, similar to Christian churches.

They made use of a species of eucharist, eating

the sacred bread, draõna, accompanied by solemn

religious ceremonies, while the neophyte was tested

bytwelve consecutive penances, or tortures. As in

the Eleusinian Mysteries, the doctrines of a life

after death, the resurrection of the body, and a

future state of rewards and punishments, were

taught by Mithracism. The influence of this new

religion upon the thought and literature of the

time was absorbing and all-pervasive. "I some-

times allow myself to say," says Renan, "that, had

not Christianity taken the lead, Mithracism would

have become the religion of the world." The

Gnostics doubtless borrowed largely from Mith.

racism; and the popular sects of Judaism are also

thought to have derived many of their rites and

doctrines from kindred mysteries, through Baby-

lonia. The indirect influence of these conceptions

upon the current and subsequent development of

Christian doctrine was doubtless considerable.*

The leading Mithraic festival, celebrated at the

winter solstice, identical in time with the Roman

Saturnalia, was ultimately assimilated by Chris-

tianity, and recognized as commemorative of the

birth of Jesus, which the apostolic tradition had

assigned to the spring-time instead of the 25th

of December. The cross was a Mithraic symbol

long before the advent of Christianity. It also

constituted one of the eight altar implements of

the Buddhists, and from very early times had been

recognized as the sacred symbol of the god Nilus

in Egypt. It is also of frequent recurrence in

those buried cities of the Troad which Dr. Schlie-

mannhas recently exhumed.

Decay of the Religious Sentiment.-Euhemerism.

The latter days of the Republic and the earlier

decades of the Empire were noteworthy for mani-

fest evidences of the decay of the religious sen-

timent. The intellectual classes in Italy and

Greece, including the priesthood, had become

almost completely divorced from any vital belief

in the current systems of mythology, based largely

upon magic and divination, which constituted the

popular religion. Repelled from these supersti-

tions, they found their solace in the pursuit of

philosophy and the investigation of the esoteric

doctrines of the mysteries. The theories of Eu-

hemeros, a Greek writer who endeavored to trace

the myths and stories of the gods to a natural

source in purely human incidents, obtained wide

acceptance among the educated classes. Euhe-

meros taught that the gods were originally great
kings or heroes, whom their admirers had deified.

All that is related of them, he said, is but the
exaggeration and glorification of common events,

which wemay readily trace back to their historical

Thus, when Kronos is said to have

swallowed his own children, and to have been

dethroned by Jupiter, we are to understand that

sources.

*Mithracism is treated incidentally by Renan, English
Conferences, andbyDeanMilman, History of Christianity.

SeealsoLecky, and article in Encyclopædia Britannica.

+For a fullerdiscussion of the cross as a religious symbol,

see The Symbolical Language of Ancient Art, by Richard
Payne Knight, A.M.

wehave the allegorized history of aking in ancient ❘ it maybe affirmed in general terms that the subse-

times, when human sacrifices were offered, who

was dethroned by another king, who at the same

time abolished these sacrifices. The conception

of Euhemeros early passed over from Greece to

Rome. His book was translated into Latin, and

his views speedily became predominant. So gen-

eralwas the contempt for the superstitions of the

popular mythology that it is reported that, when

two members of the priestly hierarchy-the augurs

or haruspices-met in public, it was with the

utmost difficulty that they could restrain their

laughter.

Itwas an easy transition from the doctrine of

Euhemeros to the adoration of living men as gods

The emperors demanded and received divine

honors, a custom which mayhave been suggested

by a similar one long prevalent among the Hindus,

and recognized in their code as a sacred obliga-

tion. We read inthe Institutes of Manu: "Even

though a child, the king must not be treated

lightly, from an idea that he is a mere mortal.

No: he is a powerful divinity who appears in

human shape. "* A survival of this custom, trans-

mitted to the Eastern branch of the Christian

Church, still prevails in Russia, where the czar, or

Cæsar, is addressed in the popular catechism-

prepared by the government and which every

child is compelledto learn-as "our god on earth."

The transition from these beliefs to the doctrine

of the Divine Incarnation as promulgated by

Christianity would evidently be easy and natural.

Revival of Paganism.--Commerce and Civiliza-

tion.

This doctrine, indeed, in its pre-Christian form,

appears to have been directly connected with a

marked change which was observable in the tone

of religious sentiment throughout the Empire from

about the time of the advent of Christianity. Dur-

ing the years of peace which succeeded the assump-

tion of imperial power by Augustus Cæsar there

occurred a noteworthy revival of the dormant relig-

ious feeling among the people. This tended to as-

sume the form of the veneration of the sacred city

itself, of Rome, now the mistress of the civilized

world, and of the emperor as her incarnate repre-

sentative. Statues of the emperor appeared every-

where, and received the adoration of the populace.

Altars dedicated to the genius of Rome were set up

at the cross-roads throughout Italy and inmany of

the provinces. The Jews alone steadily repelled

this form of worship, as they also rejected the

related doctrine of the divine incarnation of Jesus.

Norwas this revival of the religious sentiment

the only significant event of this long period of

peace. Commerce, which had previously struggled

against the conflicting interests and jealousies of
alien States, now extended its beneficent influences

withouthindrance among the friendly provinces of

the mighty empire, carrying with it material pros-

perity and a genuine cosmopolitan spirit, sowing

everywhere the seeds of brotherhood andpeace. No

political economist of the "American School," fortu-

nately, had yet arisen to sound the praises of high

protective or prohibitory tariffs, or to raise acraven
and selfish protest against "competition with the

quent progress of the new religionwas co-extensive

with the limits of commercial freedom. The con-

fines of theRoman Empire became, practically, the

boundaries of Christian propagandism. The out-

lying nations which had not been reduced to the

condition of Roman dependencies-with the ex-

ception of those whose civilization was of later

growth-have never been permanently converted

to the Christian faith.

The Stoic Philosophy.

The most remarkable ethical movement of the

period now under consideration may doubtless

bediscovered in the rise and progress of the Stoic

Philosophy, especially in its influence upon the

lives and public careers of the "five good emper-

ors," Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, and the Antonines.

Introduced into the Roman Empire from Cyprus

by Zeno soon after the time of Alexander the

Great, its germs were not improbably, like those

of Christianity, of Semitic origin.* At first, it

attracted little popular notice, and subsequently

drew public attention only to be regarded as an

enemy to the state religion, in consequence of

which it experienced aperiod of persecution and

martyrdom which preceded and temporarily ri-

valled thatwhich subsequently befell the Christians .

Its leading advocates and teachers were of stainless

personal reputation, and its doctrines embodied

the purest principles of self-abnegation and altru-

istic morality. Its disciples were animated by a

lofty patriotism and a fine spirit of benevolence

toward their fellow-men of every social condition,

a spirit which conflicted with the despotic impuises

of Caligula, Claudius, and Nero as inevitably as

it sustained and directed the good emperors during

that succeeding interval which Gibbon terms "the

period in the history of the world during which

the condition of the human race was the most

happy." In its ethical and humane tendencies, it

prepared the way for the precepts of the Christian

gospel, though its noteworthy freedom from the

contamination of popular superstitions and from

the metaphysical mysticism of the current philoso-

phies unfitted it for general popular acceptance in

the age in which it appeared.

"Equality and the abstract idea of the rights of

man," says Renan, "were boldlypreached by Stoi-

cism." The amelioration of the condition of the

poor and the oppressed was an ever-present pur-

pose in the minds of its disciples. It was Trajan,

the friend of the Stoics, acting doubtless under the

benign influence of the pure teachings of this

philosophy, and not a Christian emperor, who first

established orphan asylums in Rome. It was An-

toninus Pius who founded additional asylums for

poor young girls, in honor ofhis wife, the Empress

Faustina,whomhe loved so well. Christianity, in

its public charities,did but assume and continue a

work which had originated under the influence of

Stoicism; yet we hear it proclaimed continually,

and recently by a religious teacher no less eminent

and liberal than Henry Ward Beecher, that the

earliest institutions for public charity were estab-

lished by the Christian Emperors.f

It is foreign to our purpose to present here a

It is sufficient to direct attention to it as a

*Zeno was himself of Phoenician birth, a native of

Citium in Cyprus, a city populated in part from Phœ

nicia. "A striking feature in post-Aristotelian philoso-

phy," says Zeller."" ... is the fact that so many of its
representatives come from Eastern countries, in which

Greek and Oriental modes of thought met and mingled.

pauper labor" of the neighboring provinces. The complete exposition of the doctrines of Stoicism.
only obstacles which this growing spirit of frater-

nity among the nations had to combat were the

physical difficulties of overcoming the separating

conditions of time and space, and the local preju-

dices, religious and political, of nations which were

not included under the protection of the eagles of

Rome. So important was this new impetus to the

commercial spirit to the future of Christianity that

*Manu VII., iv., 8. See also Early Laws and Customs ,

by Sir Henry Sumner Maine.

Next to the later Neo-Platonic school, this remark is

ofnone more true than the Stoic. "- The Stoics , Epicureans,

and Sceptics , by Dr. E. Zeller, Professor in the University

of Heidelberg. p. 35 etseq.

†Rev. Newenham Hoare, of London, late chaplain to the

Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, is the author of an interesting

pamphlet showing that hospitals for the afflicted existed

many centuries before Christianity.
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noteworthy moral force in the centuries imme-

diately succeeding and following the advent of

Christianity, antedating the new religion in the

promulgation of many of its humane and ethical

principles. The system which proclaimed the

doctrine of human equality, and which honored

Epictetus, the slave, as one of its worthiest rep-

resentatives and apostles, was surely not devoid of

that democratic principle which afterward com-

mended the Christian religion to the oppressed

peoples of Europe. Had it presented its doctrines

in amore popular form and consented to compro-

mise with current superstitions, the face of history

during the succeeding centuries might have been

widely changed.*

Egypt under the Greeks and Romans.

Passing now in thought from the immediate

vicinity of Rome to the shores of Africa, we find

Egypt a subject nation,long shorn of its ancient

pre-eminence and power. Five hundred years

before, it had been conquered by the Persians ;

and for more than a century it remained a Persian

province. Subsequently, for a second period, it

was subjected by the Persian arms. Under the

influence of Zoroastrianism, the latent dualism in

its ancient religion had been developed. The sun-

god Seth, the old-time physical antagonist of

Osiris, took on the moral depravity of the Persian

Ahriman, andbecame the prototype of the Hebrew

Satan and the Christian Devil. In the esoteric

doctrines of the priesthood were prefigured many

of the metaphysical notions of the Gnostics and of

the orthodox Christian theology.

In the year 332 B.C., Egypt was conquered by

Alexander the Great; and for a thousand years

thereafter, in its intellectual development, it re-

mained essentially a Greek province. Alexander

founded the city of Alexandria, which contained

a composite population of Greeks, Egyptians, and

Jews. It speedily became one of the great capitals

of the world, and the chief centre of Greek culture

and civilization. After the death of Alexander,

Egypt passed under the rule of the Ptolemies,-a

succession of rulers of Macedonian extraction, to

which dynasty belonged the celebrated Cleopatra,

who reigned jointly with her brother in the year

30 B.C., at the time of the Roman conquest.

The Greek influence effected not merely a politi-

cal, but also a social and intellectual revolution in

Egypt. Its religious and literary life, as well as its

art and architectural development, had been hin-

dered and restrained by the rigid sacerdotalism of

the ancient régime. Together with political servi-

tude, Egypt derived from the Greeks and Romans

a larger measure of mental liberty than she had

before enjoyed, the influence of which was mani-

fested in a new and wonderful intellectual life

which centred in the Alexandrian schools. The

popular religion of the Roman Empire commingled

with the old historic faith of the country. The

gods of Egypt were identified with those of Greece

and Rome, and foreign notions were projected into

the ancient religion,-a tendency which resulted

in intellectual confusion, and ultimately in bring-

ing the popular mythologies into contempt among

the thinking classes of the people. The fragment

of the ancient Egyptian race, however, though

powerless politically, still clung to their ancestral

faith, which awaited the universalizing, solvent,

and assimilative influence of Christianity to com-

pel its final disintegration. The remnants of the

indigenous race, known to us as the Kopts, were

early converts to the new religion ; and Alexandria

became an important Christian bishopric.

(Continued next week .)

*An admirable popular presentation of the doctrines of

Sroicism may be found in F. May Holland's Reign of the

Stoics . See also Renan's Marcus Aurelius, and standard

works on the history of philosophy.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE SOCIOLOGIC SOCIETY.

Anniversary Exercises.

Editors of The Index:-

The second anniversary of the Sociologic Society

occurred onMay28, and exercises in commemoration

were held at the conference room of the Church of

our Saviour in New York City, Rev. Dr. Pullman,

pastor.

The President, Mrs. Imogene C. Fales, of Brooklyn,

presided, and opened the meeting with a clear and

concise statement of the formation, teachings, aims ,

and principles of the Society. I quoté a fragment :

"Wehold that competition brings about a social con-

ditionwhere a higher principle naturally and inevita-

bly supersedes a lower one; that, whenever in a com-

munity competition occasions combination, however

small, between any two trade factors, whether it

be corporations , joint-stock companies, pools, syndi-

cates, or trades-unions, it has started a process that

sooner or later is bound to replace the competitive

system.

"The Sociologic Society endeavors to show that the

social organism, like that of the individual, has its

laws of growth, which may be accelerated or re-

tarded, but cannot be annulled; and that the de-

velopment of the principle of associated interests

through the closer union of mankind is part and

parcel of an organic process of social growth."

The President introduced to the audience the Rev.

Dr. Rylance, who was cordially received. He made

a powerful address, expressing his hearty fellowship

with the sociologic movement, showing the evils of

the present social system and its antagonism to the

spirit of Christianity. He also portrayed the many

difficulties surrounding the work in which the So-

ciety is engaged,-the organized power of the wealth

of civilization, the indifference and often hostility of

many churches toward any movement that tends to

unsettle the present order, and the opposition of the

press, which is bound hand and foot in the interests

of its masters. He dwelt upon these subjects, not to

discourage the workers for a new state of things, but

that they might not underrate the strength of the

opposition they may expect. He knew, because it

could be logically and scientifically demonstrated,

that the truths preached must come to pass,-a co-

operative civilization was certain, but he doubted,

from the present outlook, if it was immediate. The

difficulties attending its development all the more

strongly showed the necessity of right instruction,-

teaching was what the whole world needed to-day

more than aught else. Dr. Rylance strongly con-

demned Mr. Herbert Spencer's views as elaborated in

"The Coming Slavery" ; said they were godless, in-

human, and heartless, and, if they could be carried

out, would destroy civilization. He reviewed Spen-

cer's philosophy, and traced its culmination in his ar-

ticle recently published in the Popular Science Monthly .

"For the 'slavery' of the present time, which destroys

soul and body, oppressor and oppressed, and renders

the moral law a mockery, Spencer has not one word

of condemnation. The slavery he dreads is that of

the controlling power of the State over the so-called

rights of individuals and corporations ."
Mr. Justus O. Wood's subject was "Mutualism v .

'The Coming Slavery. " He said: "Wage slavery is

but a degree above negro slavery, but Mr. Spencer

expresses no pity for it. As our social organization

does not meet the requirements of natural justice,

andMr. Spencer fears the 'coming slavery, ' which he

sees to be the consequence of it, men like him should

try by practical legislation to inaugurate one that

will be based on the golden rule and the great dy-

namic law of producing the maximum of results with

the minimum of force. There is no more slavery in

co-operation than in matrimony, the Church, or in a

partnership . There is no slavery where there is har-

mony. Mr. Spencer's fears are groundless.... The

conservative and the revolutionary forces of society,

free to work on the line of justice, will, like the

centripetal and centrifugal forces of nature, evolve an

harmonious organization."

Mr. John Thomson McKechnie, of John Swinton's

Paper, made a very pertinent speech. He compared

the civilization of the past with that of to-day, and

with that which should be, and said, while we were

singing the anthem of "peace on earth and good

will to men," we were "glorious in standing armies

and immense navies, as well as in other character-

istics as important and far-reaching." He referred to

the low wages paid to the miners of Pennsylvania,

Indiana, and Ohio, and to the spinners in NewEng-

land cotton mills, where women and children must

labor to eke out a scanty subsistence, and said it

would not be necessary in this beautiful country that

men and women and children should so wear away

their lives , were it not for the greed of avaricious

monopolies and of men who called themselves Chris-

tian, but who really worshipped the golden calf,

which is the god Mammon. He deprecated the sys-

tem ofcontract labor; said that the plague of the love

of money could only be eradicated by a new birth, a

new civilization, for which the Sociologic Society was

working by teaching co-operation and the golden

rule.

Letters were received from invited speakers and

from absent friends. One from Mrs. Sayles was read

by Mr. Henry A. Beckmeyer, the efficient chairman

of the Advisory Board,-a gentleman who has long

been conversant with practical co-operation, and is

thoroughly imbued with a love of justice toward his

fellow-man. Mrs. Sayles, in concluding a lengthy

letter, complimented the Presidentupon her fidelity

and unimpaired zeal in the cause to which she is

called, and said, "The blessing of those who are

ready to perish shall be about you, your shield and

yourbuckler forever."

The spirit of the entire meeting was deeply earnest

and enthusiastic, all seeming to be impressed with a

truly religious and humanitarian feeling.

The Society enters upon its third year with encour-

aging prospects and with many useful helpers.

LITA BARNEY SAYLES,

Assistant General Secretary.

KILLINGLY, Ст.

THE HISTORIC EXISTENCE OF JESUS.

Editors of The Index :-

The question whether there really was a Jewish

reformer and martyr named Jesus of Nazareth is of

course to be decided simply according to historic evi-

dence.

The most important witness is Paul, who knew per-

fectly well whether he hadhad such a contemporary,

and whatwas the origin of the religion which he was

oneof the first to persecute as well as to preach. All

Biblical scholars, even the most independent and

rationalistic, agree that this apostle wrote the first

Epistle to the Corinthians, and less than thirty years

after the supposed death of Jesus. We have only to

read the fifteenth chapter to see that Paul thought

thebest proof of man's immortality was the resurrec-

tion. If Christ did not rise, neither shall we, runs

this argument, which would not have been brought

forward, if it had not been generally known that

Jesus really lived. The early verses of this chapter

contain such particulars about the last appearance

of Jesus as would not have been written down, if

he had been simply a fictitious character. That he

did appear on earth after his death I do not myself

believe, and neither do I accept much that is told of

Mohammed and Chunder Sen; but I think that all

three men really lived, and that their disciples would

nothave idealized them so much if there had not been

some historic facts to serve as a foundation for all

these legends and myths . That there actually was a

Jesus is confirmed by another chapter, the eleventh,

ofthis same Epistle, where Paul, in order to show how

Christians ought to behave at the Communion, tells

at some length how and when it was instituted by

Jesus . Here, again, we have a contemporary of Jesus

arguing from the fact that he really lived; and this

case is somewhat stronger than the other one, be-

cause the events referred to are not in the least in-

credible. Other passages of the same nature will be

found in this First Epistle to the Corinthians, and also

in the Second as well as in those to the Romans and

the Galatians. These four documents are universally

admitted to be genuine. They show that contempo-

raries knew that Jesus had been born of a woman,

andhad shedhis blood uponthe cross. (SeeRomans

i. , 3; iii. , 25; II. Cor. v., 15; Gal. iv., 4.) In Romans

x. , 9, we are told that our salvation depends on be-

lieving that God raised Jesus from the dead. Paul

would not have said this, if he and his converts had

known that Jesus never lived or died or rose again.

And there is nothing in these four Epistles to warrant

the supposition that Jesus was onlya myth. There are
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some fanciful assertions, but only such as are already

being made about Chunder Sen by his enthusiastic

disciples.

Substantially the same maybe said of the rest of

theNewTestament, some other parts of which are as

earlyand authentic as these four Epistles. The con-

duct ascribed to Jesus athis trial and crucifixion seems

tomehistoric, especially his dyingcomplaint thatGod

had forsakenhim. The parables and the Sermon on

the Mount are more like their reputed author than

any one else we know of. These and other passages

are in precisely such Greek as would be written by

menwhosemother tongue was Hebraic. The founda-

tionof theNew Testament is in the faith that Jesus

really lived. If this had not been firmly held by

menwhoknewsomething abouttheactual facts of the

case, I cannot account for the existence of Christi-

anity. Even its myths are only such as gather around

real characters.

Positive evidence from pagan sources there is very

little, though there is no reason to doubt the genuine-

ness of the mention of the crucifixion by Tacitus,

in a passage written less than a century later, and

quoted by the Christian father, Severus. There would

probably be a great deal more, if Christians had not

been so ready to destroy books they did not agree

with. We can tell pretty well, however, from the

early apologists for Christianity what was said against

it, during the three centuries when its enemies could

saywhat they liked, and could read exactly what

tookplace in Palestine at the period of its origin. If

Christianity had begun by publishing false accounts

ofthe official acts ofRoman governors, it would prob-

ably have ended there. If the Jesus said to have

been crucified by Pontius Pilate had never existed,

such an exposure of the falsehood would have been

made by Lucian and Celsus, if not by their predeces-

sors, as could nothave been resisted or, still less , for-

gotten. Nothing of this sort was said, for there was

nothing to say.

The Jews, too, have been so cruelly persecuted for

their share in the death of Jesus that they would

long ago have told of anything in their voluminous

records and traditions, proving that he never lived.

For their sake, I should be very glad to have this

proved. Until I meet with much stronger evidence,

however, than has yet appeared against the historic

existence of Jesus, I must suspect those who assail it

of following their own fancy without proper regard

forfacts. F. M. H.

SUFFERING AS A CAUSE OF ACTION.

Editors of The Index :-

The subject of the universal experience of suffering

has beenhandled so often and from so many different

stand-points that any reference to it can only be made

with a certain apology. In all ages, it has been a

problem for thinkers, a text for homilies, a riddle for

the inquirer. The favorite view of the subject in

these latter days, when belief in a chastening God is

waxing faint, is that pain of various kinds is the re-

sult and penalty of the infringement of nature's laws.

"Given a perfect adjustment of law," says the nine-

teenth century casuist, "and pain will cease to be."

"Let us be born under good conditions," says the

physiological reformer, "and we shall not suffer."

"God makes us suffer for breaking the moral law: he

is above the law, and punishes through the law," says

the moralist; and the sentimental healer of men's

agony goes yet farther, and sees in the eternal suffer-

ing of the race tokens of the "Eternal Goodness"

which heals and soothes the suffering he occasions,

and "weeps" over the stricken members of his family.

Now, the question that faces me, after a sufficiently

drastic experience of life, is just this: Are any of

these speculations correct? Speculations they all

are, for no one knows anything about it really ; and,

accepting them as such, I venture to put forward a

query of my own, one which I am aware has been

already mooted by philosophers, but which it seems

tome is rarely considered by those whom it most con-

cerns,-i.e. , thosewhosuffer. My question then is this:

Is not suffering the law of nature rather than the con-

sequence of the infringement of law ? Does not the

scientific history of ages teach us that pain has a di-

rect action in the economy of the universe, not as a

moral agent (although valuable in that respect), but

as an actual unavoidable necessity, that it is the in-

dispensable element of all growth, all progress, all

change, all creative impulse ? Look where we will in

nature's record of the ages, we find it the noiseless

agent of abiding results; study as we will in the page

of humanity's history, we are face to face with suffer-

ing, not alone as a result of human action, but as the

primary cause of action; and myview is that, if this

lesson were instilled into the mind with half the per-

sistency that is brought to bear upon suffering as a

chastening and correcting agent, mankind collect-

ively would be the better for it.

Suffering accepted is suffering half conquered; and,

accepted as the indispensable agent of progress, it can

be welcomed, not with the strained ecstasy of the sen-

timental believer in the chastening rod of an offended

God(offended by results due to his ownlaws), but by

the calm acknowledgment that the result of the pres-

ent painwill be a future gain so far in excess of the

suffering as to make it acceptable. Nature works

unceasingly for results; and her principal agent is

pain, convulsion, effort, struggle. Without them,

she achieves nothing; with them, she writes upon the

very rocks themselves glory and an abiding beauty.

Sentimentalists tell us that, if nature's laws were

faithfully kept, pain would die out; that, in a natural

condition of society, even the natal pangs are absent;

that mankind comes into life, lives to old age, and

dies without suffering.

But is this a true statement ? And, if it is, what

would it prove ? Surely, this: that no great results ,

physical, mental, or moral, are attained without the

element which is absent in such aboriginal life . But

I contend that it never yet has been proved that in

any region of the earth, or under the most perfect

conditions of law, suffering has been wholly absent.

On the contrary, all history teaches that from the

earliest ages it has held its reign unconquered and

supreme. In the geological record, we find unmis-

takable evidence of the sacrifice of the weak to the

strong, of the reign of force paramount everywhere;

andwhat does this imply ? In what way has human

action or broken law had any influence in those great

convulsions of nature in which suffering has swept

all before it? It is impossible in the limits of a letter

to consider this great subject. I would only ask, with

a keen sense of my own inability to do the question

justice, whether mankind at large would notbe better,

greater, calmer, happier, if every child were taught,

not that pain is punishment, but that it is nature's

law, to be accepted and reverenced as the necessary

agent of progress, studied for the lessons it teaches,

and borne as one of life's surest blessings, without

which the grandest experiences of human nature

would be impossible ?

JANET E. R. REES.

THREE PRAYERS.

Editors of The Index:-

As a child, the writer earnestly prayed that a pain-

ful bodily deformity should be then cured, but with-

out success, the teachings received up to that time

at church or Sunday-school leading to the belief that

such prayer would be heard and granted.

Some years ago, when present as a witness at the

execution of that filthy-minded child murderer, Piper,

here there was seen, just prior to the falling of the

drop, plenty of praying, apparently earnest, on the

part of that craven wretch. Lately, at the theatre,

during the piece called "Storm-beaten," a mock

prayer by a mock preacher so much impressed a

number of fellow spectators that they instinctively

bowed their heads as if in church.

In the first case, a reasonable request, made with all

reverent ideas and with belief that promised accept-

ance would be found, utterly failed to obtain its

object. In the second case, a professed Christian,

connected with the church, in the church meanly

kills an innocent child; and , when about to be killed

in turn for his crime, he has recourse to prayer, for

some reason, and such prayer is supposed to be gen-

uine by lookers-on. (In fact, if a decent God, all-

seeing, all-powerful, allowed him to kill the child,

why should such prayers not be perfectly acceptable

and genuine ?) In the third case, there is no claim

that the prayer is other than a piece of acting, of

course; and yet the form so impresses the average

mind of the spectator that it seems quite real and

commanding reverence.

Thus, in these three small items of personal experi-

encè, can be seen prayer honestly made for an honest

purpose, which failed to accomplish its desired end ;

prayer of as low a type of human being as can be met

with, which passed as genuine before many witnesses

who were paying close attention; prayer on a stage of

atheatre in a play, as part of that play, whichseemed

as real as any prayer in or out ofchurch.

Hence, it cannot rightly be wondered at that such

as have had like or stronger experiences in regard

to prayer should never pray,-no emergency, no

danger, no pain even suggesting so futile a course of

thought.
JOHN DIXWELL.

BOSTON, MASS., May 8, 1884.

1 THE PETITION.

Editors of The Index:-

Progress has been made in the work of obtaining

signatures to the Petition on State Secularization .

But, as it was only started near the close of this ses-

sion of Congress, it appears advisable to keep it be-

fore the public until the next session. Events which

have occurred since the petition was put into circu-

lation demonstrate more clearly than ever the neces-

sity of action on the part of Liberals . The Republi-

can partyhas just pledged itself to the "separation of

the political and ecclesiastical powers" in the Terri--

tory of Utah, "by the aid of the military, if need be.'"

"Be we men, and suffer such dishonor ?"

What is good for Utah is good for Massachusetts

and the District of Columbia, and any place where

float the stars and stripes. It was proposed in the

United States Senate, the other day, to appoint a

superintendent of the schools of Utah, in order to

prevent the teaching of the Mormon religion in those

schools; and this clause of the bill was only with-

drawn at the last hour, or minute rather, when it was

conclusively proven to that "honorable" body that

no church books of any description were ever heard

of in these schools. But what greater right, I ask,

has the Bible than the Book of Mormon in the public

school, even though it were not true, as it is, that the

latter condemns polygamy, while the former sanc-

tions and upholds it ? Nay, would the teaching of

polygamy in our schools be any greater crime than

prayer, trinity, and blood atonement ?

Here, Liberals, is your opportunity. Letus take the

Republican party and the Senate of the United

States at their word, and insist that "the political

and ecclesiastical powers" shall be separated through

the domain of this Republic, and in the doing of this

that no favor shall be shown to any religion, be it

"Mormon," "Christian," or "Pagan."

T. W. CURTIS .

Liberal journals will please copy.

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS .

T. W. C.

Mr. J. A. Hallock, of Exira, Ohio, writes: "I see

that some of our best educated Liberals admit that

Christ was an actual entity ; while others, equally

profound in thought and as ripe in scholarship and

experience, hold that Oriental and the Christian

systems of religions have not a common origin. I

would like to have you, through the columns of your

most excellent Index, favor me and the balance of

your many readers with your views on this interest-

ing subject . If Christ was only the personification of

aperfect man, having had no existence as a human

being, the world ought to know it ; and every intelli-

gent thinking man and woman ought to take the

time to find it out, if it is possible to do so . It occurs

to me that the intelligence of the last quarter of the

nineteenth century should spurn the idea of worship-

ping deified menand myths, as men did two thousand

years ago ."

"R. F. B. " writes: The Index calls John Logan "an

honest man with narrow views." Can a man be hon-

est who attempts to rob innocent, harmless Indians ,

like the Zuñis of New Mexico, of the only spring from

which they can irrigate their lands and thus render

them fit to raise corn and vegetables for their food ?

Without this spring, famine and starvation would

stare them in the face. Is he honest, fit for the next

highest station in the power of a free nation to

bestow on a man, who publicly gives utterance to

low slanders about a young devoted scientist who is

spending the best years of his life, submitting to

privations of all kinds, to sacrifices and surrender of

all present ease and fame, in the cause of ethnological

research ? This John Logan has done in regard to

Frank Cushing and the Zuñi Indians, to whom the

philanthropists of Boston paid such marked respect

two years ago. From the indefatigable researches of

this young devoted student of science, the future will
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know of many myths and ceremonies which will

throw light on the origin of much which we now

hold sacred. For their traditions already exhumed

from the past by Mr. Cushing are as moral and beau-

tiful asmany of our cherished beliefs.

EXTRACTS FROM INGERSOLL.

The timemay come inwhich this thrilled and throb-

bing earth, shorn of all life, will in its soundless orbit

wheel a barren star, on which the light will fall as

fruitlessly as falls the gaze of love upon the cold,

pathetic face of death.

The home where virtue dwells with love is like a

lily with a heart of fire,-the fairest flower in all the

world.

Wedo not know, we cannot say, whether death is a

wall or a door ; the beginning or end of a day ; the

spreading of pinions to soar or the folding forever of

wings; the rise or the set of a sun ; or an endless life

thatbrings the rapture of love to every one.

He (Humboldt) was never found onhis kneesbefore

the altar of superstition . He stood erect by the grand

tranquil column of Reason. He was an admirer, а

lover, an adorer of nature ; and at the age of ninety

bowed by the weight of nearly a century, covered

with the insignia of honor, loved by a nation, re-

spected by a world, with kings for his servants, he

laidhis weary head upon the bosom of the universal

Mother, and with her arms around him sank into that

mysterious slumber known as death.

More than a century ago, Catholicism, wrapped in

robes red with the innocent blood of millions , holding

inher frantic clutch crowns and sceptres, honors and

gold, the keys of heaven and hell, trampling beneath

her feet the liberties of nations, in the proud moment

of almost universal dominion, felt within her heart-

less breast the deadly dagger of Voltaire. From that

blow, the Church never can recover. Livid with

hatred, she launched her impotent anathema at the

greatdestroyer; andignorant Protestants have echoed

the curse of Rome. Voltaire was the intellectual au-

tocrat of his time. From his throne at the foot of the

Alps, he pointed the finger of scorn at every hypocrite

in Europe. He was the pioneer of his century. He

was the assassin of superstition. Through the shadows

of faith and fable, through the darkness of myth and

miracle, through the midnight of Christianity, through

the blackness of bigotry, past cathedral and dungeon,

past rock and stake, past altar and throne, he carried,

with chivalric hands, the sacred torch of reason.

My heart bleeds when I contemplate the sufferings

enduredby the millions nowdead; of those who lived

when the world appeared to be insane ; when the

heavens were filled with an infinite horror, who

snatched babes with dimpled hands and rosy cheeks

from the white breasts of mothers, and dashed them

into an abyss ofeternal flame.

BOOK NOTICES .

In the Art Amateur for July, Theodore Child has a

very interesting and discriminating notice of the cel-

ebrated French painter in little, Meissonier. This

life is instructive, as showing how much success may

be achieved by carefully choosing one's walk in art,

and following it steadily and thoroughly, even though

that path be neither the most lofty nor the mostpop-

ular. Meissonier has never sought to win popular

favor by falling in with the prevailing romantic fash-

ion of his own time, nor has he gained a command-

ing expression of new thought and life , as Millet has

done; but in his own line, as an archæological painter

who brings the past vividly before our eyes, not only

in its outwardform, but in its life and spirit, he stands

without a rival. If history is a great teacher, this

work is not unworthy of an artist who gives us the

everlasting facts of human nature as they appeared

at a special time. If, as Mr. Child suggests, he has

sometimes carried nicety of finish and accuracy of

detail so far as to become wearisome, he has also

taught the important lesson that great qualities of

art do not depend upon the size of the canvas, but

there may be grandeur of composition and breadth

of style on the smallest scale. The article is illus-

trated by woodcuts of various pictures by Meisso-

nier, and by three very interesting pictures of the

artist at different periods of his life . It is stated, in a

notice of the Salon, that sixty-eight American paint-

ers exhibit there, and that their pictures speak well

ures.

for the progress of American art. When we remem-

ber how largely American artists are indebted to

Europe for direct instruction, for the study of the

masterpieces of the past, and for the opportunity of

exhibition where they will gain the benefit of free

and independent criticism, we cannot but add our

protest against the short-sighted policy of our gov-

ernment in placing an exorbitant tax on foreign pict-

Clarence Cook has one of his usual suggestive

papers on the Modern Home. We think his dicta in

regard to the dining-room are rather narrow and

exclusive. A small book-shelf is a very agreeable

thing in a dining-room, when one is waiting for break-

fast; and, in many families, the dining-roommay be

pleasantly used during other portions of the day

than meal times. His statement that a basement

dining-room was hardly known in Boston thirty

years ago sounds strange to those who remember

life at the West End at that period.

WRONG is wrong, and works wide ruin for awhile,

but, being inherently weak, is conquered. It is only

in comparison the mistake of an infinitesimal frae-

tion, not a marring of the entities. It is only a ques-

tion of time, not of the eternities. Susan O. Curtis.

It is no man's business whether he has genius or

not. Work he must, whatever he is, but quietly and

steadily; and the natural and unforced results of

such work will be always the thing God meant him

to do, and will be his best. No agonies nor heart-

rendings will enable him to do any better.-John

Ruskin.

basement THE FLORAL WORLD.

THE contents for the Andover Review for July are:

"The Office of Proof in the Knowledge of God," Prof.

Francis G. Peabody; "The Interpretation of the Bible

and the Doctrine of Sacred Scripture," Prof. George

T. Ladd; "How England is dealing with Illiteracy,"

Henry W. Hulbert; "Child Nurture in the Church,"

Rev. James W. Cooper; "The Utah Church-State,"

Rev. D. L. Leonard; "National Jurisdiction over

Marriage and Divorce as affecting Polygamy in

Utah," Edward Stanwood. Editorial: "Agreements

and Differences concerning the Bible"; "The Pro-

posed Change in Liberal Studies" ; " The Andover

Review, Vol. II." ; " The Language of Nimrod, the

Kashite," Prof. Paul Haupt; "An Episode of the

Luther Celebration," Prof. C. M. Mead; "The Wolfe

Expedition to Babylonia," Prof. John P. Taylor;

Book Notices, Literary Notes, and Intelligence, Rev.

C. C. Starbuck.

THE opening article in the July number of the

Popular Science Monthly is by Herbert Spencer on

"The Great Political Superstition." He shows that

rights exist antecedently to any acts of legislatures ,

which are valid only as they possess "the ethical

sanction derivable from the laws of human life as

carried on under social conditions." Rev. George

G. Lyon presents "The New Theology," as a develop-

ment from the old, and as "reformatory rather than

revolutionary in its teachings and tendencies." Prof.

Woodward, of Washington University, shows what

are the "Fruits of Manual Training" given in that

institution. M. M. Guyau answers the question,

"Are Science and Art antagonistic ?" in the negative.

Amost satisfactory account of "The Volcanic Erup-

tion of Krakatau" and its effects, illustrated with

maps, is given from the Proceedings of the Royal

Geographical Society. An important paper in the

number is M. Pasteur's account, given before the

French Academy of Sciences, of his discovery of

"The Prevention of Hydrophobia" by inoculation .

Mr. D. P. Penhallow, of McGill University, contrib-

utes a valuable article on "Diseases of Plants." The

portrait and sketch are of the eminent old Arabian

philosopherAverroes, the portrait being a copy of the

picture in the Vatican ascribed to Raphael. Dr. S. Α.

Fisk appraises the merits of Colorado as a residence

for invalids. The editor at his "Table" discusses

"The Survival of Political Superstitions," and Presi-

dent Eliot's address at Johns Hopkins University on

"What is a Liberal Education ?"

THE contents of the Catholic World for July are :

"Mexico of To-day," by Bryan J. Clinche; "Is the

American Republic an Anomaly in History ?" by

Thomas Felton; "A Tragi-Comedy," by Maurice F.

Egan; "The Last Night of a Martyr," by M.A. Allies ;

"Phillis Wheatley, the Negro Poetess," by the Rev.

John R. Slattery; "The Agotac of the Pyrenean

Provinces ," by E. Raymond-Barker; "A Lesson of

Life," by A. Repplier; "The Irish Words in Shak-

spere," by C. M. O'Keefe; "Katharine," chapters

V.-VI. , by E. G. Martin; "The Religion of Ancient

Egypt," by the Rev. J. Nilan; and new publications .

AVERY handsome, large-sized design has been exe-

cuted for Prang by Miss L. B. Humphrey in honor of

Whittier, which shows scenes from his works, "Snow

Bound" being the subject of the front, and "Maud

Muller" and the "Barefoot Boy" figuring on the

back. This is the second of a series of poet cards to

be issued at intervals, one of which (Longfellow) was

published last year.

ASUPERB, ILLUSTRATED $ 1.00 MONTHLY WILL

BE SENT ON TRIAL

FREE ONE YEAR !

To all who will enclose this ad. to us NOW with 12 2c.

stamps to prepay postage. The Indiana Farmer says:

"Contents interesting and to flower lovers well worth the

price,-$1.00per year." Sworn subscription list over 12,000

in every State and Territory, Canada, Great Britain, South

America,Africa, India, andAustralia.

Mrs. R. A. Houk, Bingen, Ind., says: " It is the best floral

paper I ever saw." Mrs. J. W. Fay, Big Beaver, Mich.:

"It is magnificent!" Mrs. R. G. Stambach, Perth Amboy,

N.J.: "Have never seen anything half so good." Mrs. J. L.

Shankin, Seneca City, S.C.: "It is just splendid."

ADDRESS

The Floral World, Highland Park, Lake Co., Ill .

LESSONS

For Liberal Sunday Schools or for Home Use.

L. THE ORIGIN AND GROWTH OF CHRISTIANITY.

Aseries ofTwenty Lessons by Mr. LEWIS G. JANES,

of Brooklyn. Written entirely from the Ration-

alistic stand-point. Prepared originally for use

in Mr. Chadwick's Sunday-school. Each lesson

printed in a separate slip. Twenty-five cents for

the series, including postage.

II. FREEDOM, FELLOWSHIP, AND CHARACTER IN

RELIGION. A series of Five very suggestive Les

sons, byMrs. KATE GANNETT WELLS. Each lesson

contains enough material for several exercises .

Seven cents for the series, in separate sheets, in-

cluding postage.

III. THE WORLD WE LIVE IN. A Series of Elementary

Lessons in Natural History, by Mr. FREDERIC A.

HINOKLEY. Adapted both to interest and profit a

class of children. In slips. Twenty-five cents for

the series, including postage.

Teachers willdo well to examine these lessons. A liberal

deduction made for ten copies or more to one address.

Supplied at THE INDEX office, 44 Boylston Street, Boston.

Freedom and Fellowship in Religion .

This is a volume of Essays published by the Free Relig-

ous Association. It contains "The Nature of Religion,"

by D. A. WASSON; "The Unity and Universality of the

Religious Ideas," by SAMUEL LONGFELLOW; "Freedom in

Religion," by SAMUEL JOHNSON; "Religion and Science,"

by JOHN WEISS ; "Christianity and its Definitions," by

WM. J. POTTER; "The Genius of Christianity and Free

Religion, " by F. Е. Аввот ; "The Soul of Protestantism,”

by O. B. FROTHINGHAM ; "Liberty and the Church in

America," by JOHN W. CHADWICK; "The Word Philan-

thropy," by THOMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON; "Religion

as a Social Force," by EDNAH D. CHENEY. Also extracts

from Addresses on the platform of the Free Religious

Association, by Ralph Waldo Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

Dr. Bartol, A. Bronson Alcott, Julia Ward Howe, Charles

H. Malcom, Celia Burleigh, C. D. B. Mills, Horace Seaver,

Isaac M. Wise, Robert Dale Owen, Wm. C. Gannett, Lucy

Stone, F. B. Sanborn, Wendell Phillips, and others.

This book was published eight years ago, but is a live

book still, and is a good answer to the question, What

does "Free Religion" mean?

Price $1.50. Address "FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION,"

44Boylston Street,Boston.
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THE feeling of distrust, which has existed for

somemonths in business circles, is subsiding; and,

in the opinion of leading merchants who have

carefully scanned the horizon, the outlook is one

that gives promise of a speedy return of trade in

all parts ofthe country.

AT a "hallelujah tea fight" of the Salvation

Army, at Medina, N.Y., a few days ago, were pray-

ing, singing, and exhorting bypersons nicknamed

by theArmyas "Jumping Sambo," the "Hallelujah

Canary Singer," "Joyful Jeremiah," "Happy Sal,"

"Smiling Mary," and "Dick, the Devil Teaser."

KARL RICHARD LEPSIUS, the German Egyptolo-

gist of world-wide fame, died last week, aged

eighty-four years. He commenced the study of

Egyptian antiquities when he was but twenty-six

years old; and the discoveries he made during his

personal investigations in Egypt are of the most

important character, identifying his name through

all coming time with the science of Egyptology.

His numerous works will remain a monument to

his industry, skill, and learning. All the state-

ments of Humboldt in his Kosmos, relating to

Egyptian chronology and history, were based upon

manuscript information obtained from Lepsius.

THE practical rejection of the Franchise Bill by

the House of Lords has resulted in a grave politi-

cal crisis in England, inwhich is raised in a very

direct form the question of the continued existence

of the legislative authority of that body. Mr.

Gladstonedenies the right of the Lords to force the

ministry, with the majority of the House of Com-

mons, either to resign or to dissolve; and the gen-

eral feeling of the country evidently is that the

Lords mustnot opposethewillofthe people. The

probability is that they will yield to the House of

Commons, passingthe Franchise Bill on condition

that the government will devote the autumn ses-

sion to a measure of redistribution,-a compromise

which Mr. Gladstone a few days ago offered the

Lords. A large addition to the voting class of

Great Britain, which is sure to be made, will tell

ultimately against hereditary privileges.

In an article on the nomination of Cleveland,

the Boston Daily Advertiser observes : " Whether,

after all, the nomination is the strongest that the

Democrats could have made can hardly be deter-

mined, until more is known as to the extent and

persistency of the division created by the previous

struggle. The nature and intensity of the opposi-

tion to Cleveland are the common measure both of

his strength and his weakness. To have had the

worst and most dangerous elements of his party

combined against him is such a recommendation

as few Democratic candidates have had ; and there

is no doubt that this heightened the enthusiasm

with which his supporters maintained his claims,

and that it was an element in the general satisfac-

tion with which the result was received. But the

concentration of these hostile elements, and of

their possible future enmity or coldness at the

most critical point in the field, is a fact the grav-

ity of which Gov. Cleveland's supporters are prob-

ably considering anxiously to-day."

SINCE the weekly concerts in the Central Park

have by the direction of the New York Park

Commissioners been given on Sunday instead

of Saturday, immense crowds have been present.

The best of order has prevailed. At Fairmount

Park, Philadelphia, too, thepeople now enjoy Sun-

day music, the Park Commissioners havingwith-

drawn their opposition. On Sunday, July 6, fifty

thousand people strolledthrough the shadywalks or
loitered under the trees. Here, in Boston, the Sun-

day band concerts on the Common are extremely

popular, and attract multitudes. They were of

course opposed at first by the same class that have

unavailingly tried to prevent concerts in Central
Park and Fairmount Park; but the talk about the

desecration of the day is no longer heard here, al-

though the programme which the Boston City Band

played on a recent Sunday included such numbers

as Milliken's galop, "Jolly Knights" ; Fahrbach's

waltz, "Frauen Liebe"; Berlioz's minuet, "Will-o'-

the-Wisp" ; and Meyerbeer's "Robert le Diable."

FROM an article directed against Col. Ingersoll,

in a paper which has been sent to this office, we

take the following sentence : "On newstands where,

formerly, low, obscene literature was sold, now

that the law is in force and such cannot be sold,

Mr. Ingersoll's writings take their place." If it be

true that there are any calls for Ingersoll's works

by thosehaving a taste for obscene literature, the

probable explanation is that the orthodox clergy,
by persistent misrepresentation and falsehood,

have led some ignorant and low-minded fellows
actually to think that in his works maybe found

illustrations and descriptions which will gratify

their prurient tastes and morbid cravings. But
the fact is the demand for Ingersoll's works cause

them to be kept for sale at bookstores and news-
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stands, generally, where they are displayed with

other popular works. Although open to criticism

in certain respects, the intimation that theypander

to lewd desires, and naturally take the place of

indecent literature which has been suppressed, is

asmeanas it is false. It is not necessary that a

fair-minded man should agree with Col. Ingersoll

in all his views, or admire his method of criticism,

to feel indignant contempt for slanders like the

above.

THE Democrats are to be congratulated upon

the work they did at Chicago last week, in

nominating for the Presidency Grover Cleveland,

of New York, a man who, of all the representa-

tives of his party, has been, the past three years, as

the reform Governor of a great State, which con-

tains one-tenth of the population of the United

States and one-sixth of its assessed property, the

mostprominently identified with practical political

reform. This nomination was made in spite of the

machine influence of Tammany Hall, in spite of the

opposition of the worst elements of the party gen-

erally, and in deference to the reform sentiment in

and outside of the Democratic party. Whatever be

his deficiencies, Gov. Cleveland is a man who pos-

sesses honesty, courage, independence, and great

executive ability. Mr. Hendricks, the Democratic

candidate for Vice-President, is more of a politician

of the Bourbon type; but he is a man of stainless

character, of good abilities, and large experience

in political life. The Index, although its province

does not include party politics, rejoices in every

triumph of character over demagogism in the

political as well as in the religious field, and in

whichever party it occurs. The Democratic party

has shown such an instinct for blundering the

last quarter of a century that it gives us pleasure

to note its action in selecting Gov. Cleveland for

its standard bearer. From whatever consider-

ation men may vote for either the one or the

other Presidential candidate, intelligent and fair-

minded men must be generally agreed, we think,

that Cleveland represents the best elements of his

party, while Blaine, although aman of more brill-

iant qualities, does not fairly represent the best

elements of his party. Neither of the Chicago

platforms is what it should be. Both lack clear-

ness, definiteness, and straightforwardness. The

dominant thought in the construction of both

evidently was not to state with precision and per-

fect honesty principles and policies in regard to

the most important questions before the country,

but to produce platforms which should contain

something to please almost everybody, and the

least possible admitting of but a single interpre-

tation in regard to the real issues of the hour.

Theyremind us of propositions we once discussed
with a Western preacher and college professor,

who, after the discussion, when the ambiguous

phraseology of the propositions was a matter of
general complaint, privately informed us that there

wer numerous sects and many Liberals in the

community, and that he had "worded the proposi-
tions so that they might cover as much ground as

the exigencies of the case should require."
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THE ETHICS OF POLITICAL PLATFORMS.

Both of the great political parties have now held

their conventions, nominated their candidates, and

declared their platforms for the Presidential cam-

paign. Of their platforms, not in detail, but in

their general import,wehave here something to say.

The Index is not a political paper. It will not

enter the arena of the Presidential conflict. But

it believes in the application of moral principles to

•politics. How, indeed, can politics be more cor-

rectly defined than as the science of ethics applied

to government? And it is because we believe

in this kind of politics that our personal sym-

pathies-as we have no hesitation in letting our

readers know-are now with the Independents.

Heretofore, we have voted the Republican ticket

for President from the time we voted at all. But

we cannot vote it this year. All the arguments for

this change we do not propose here to give. How-

ever convincing they are to us, it is not our office

to use these columns for persuading others of their

force. But there are certain moralprinciples which

appear to us to apply equally to the position in

which both the leading parties have placed them-

selves by the character of their platforms. And on

this point we wish to speak. Possibly, the Inde-

pendents, when they make their platform,may fall

into the same error. If so, our remarks will apply

as well to them.

If any voter expected that either the Republican

or Democratic platforms would clearly declare a

definite body of political principles, and strike a

moral note which should unmistakably appeal to

that thoughtful moral sentiment of the country

which is striving after juster methods of govern-

ment and a purer form of administration, such

voter is probably disappointed. The platforms are

very long, very elaborate. But, in all their mass

of verbiage, there is no moral ring, no enunciation

of great political truths, no declaration of convic-

tions showing on their face that those who wrote

and adopted them would fight for them to the

bitter end, and go down to defeat with them rather

than conquer without them. Indeed, what must

chiefly strike any reader of these platforms, who is

not utterly given over to partisanship, is that they

were not written for the purpose of stating any

political ideas which the respective parties sin-

cerely believe to be most conducive to the interests

of the country, but for the purpose of catching

votes, according to the bias of this or that locality

as to deceive voters, and meant so to deceive them.

This insincerity isbadenough in any party and in

any State. But, naturally, it seems worse in the

national Republican partythanelsewhere; for that

hasbeenparticularly the party that has claimed to

be inspired with great moral ideas, and is really

aparty of great and honorable achievements . Of

the Democratic party, not much of late has been

expected, though it well served the country in its

earlier days, when it had a very definite and, on

some points, very useful political creed.

When the Republican party first arose, and for

many years afterward, it enunciated principles

that were in themselves a moral education for

those who adopted them. They were principles

that commanded respect, awoke the enthusiasm of

young men, rallied an unselfish, heroic devotion,

and drew into political life great souls to whom

conviction was more than office or than life itself.

The one distinct moral issue involved trained those

who thus firmly met it to a nobler patriotism , and

tobroader general conceptions of the possibilities

of a government of which justice and humanity

should be the chief corner-stones. It was a party

of moral ideas and moral purposes. It had con-

victions which it honestly put into its platforms,

and honestly and proudly defended.

But to-day there is no national political plat-

form before the country which is not immoral ;

none which does not in its very structure incul-

cate insincerity, deception, and dishonesty.

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

THE MODERN INQUISITION .

II .

We have in the Pennsylvanian metropolis here,

in the East, a judge who rejects the testimony of a

witness solely for theological reasons ; and, in our

Western metropolis, an organized conspiracy for

the overthrow of that religious freedom which

the founder of Pennsylvania strove to secure to

its citizens, an effort the justice of which Wash-

ington fully recognized when he said, in his offi-

cial capacity, in a negotiation with apagan prince,

that the government of the United States was "in

no sense a Christian government." This danger-

ous and subversive organization, the "National

Reform Association," having its head-quarters in

Pittsburgh, openly avows its intention to secure

an amendment to the Federal Constitution which

shall exclude from all participation in the civil

none of these pious people, from the Rev. Dr.

Plummer down to the late Judge Black, advocated

slavery for themselves or their own families,-it

was only for other people and other people's fam-

ilies that they did so. Now, the Rev. Dr. Plum-

mer, having been wrought up to a high pitch of

exasperation by the abolitionists, deliberately rec-

ommendedthat,when any ofthose pestilent people

were "caught," they should be burnt alive. Shortly

after this utterance of his, the Presbyterian Synod

called him to assume a theological professorship

in the AlleghanySeminary. After instructing can-

didates for the ministry in that institution for

some time in their Christian duties, he was in-

vited by an evangelical congregation, somewhere

among the Pennsylvanian mountains, to assume

the office of religious instructor to them; and he

died there, I believe, in the odor of sanctity.

No orthodox body ever repudiated this man, nor

any of the hundreds of others of the same char-

acter. On the contrary, "the right hand of Chris-

tian fellowship" would have been extended to

them almost universally.

These are the people whose miscroscopic eyes

are so sharp in the hunt for heresy that they are

making of the public school system of the State

of Pennsylvania, in connection with the judiciary

and the pulpit, a modern inquisition. With the

pious trickery through which the evangelicals got

possession of Girard College, in open violation of

the testator's will, the readers of The Index are

familiar. By these means, the men ofbrains and

character are eliminated, and the public schools

are gradually subjugated to the Orthodox yoke,

and placed, directly or indirectly, under the con-

trol of the clergy,and thus brought into theologi-

cal harmony with the American colleges,which are

nearly all presided over by evangelical parsons.

The fatal influence on the character of both

teachers and pupils maybe readily conceived, de-

veloping among the former moral cowardice and

hypocrisy, and training up the latter in a narrow

andhide-bound bigotry.

The only religious body from whom we should

have expected any protest against these doings

preserves an unbroken silence. The Quakers

called by way of distinction "orthodox," are avow-

edly Trinitarians, and at their late annual gath-

ering in Philadelphia showed great solicitude that

the children of the sect should be carefully en-

joined to make a constant practice of reading "the

Holy Scriptures" ; while, in the "Hicksite" branch

or section of people, irrespective of political ideas government every one who refuses to acknowledge (though,in the main, it is greatly more liberal),

or policies. Both of them have been artfully com-

posed, not for the sake of expressing, but of con-

cealing ideas on some of the most important issues

that are now before the country. Topics are so

treated in them that different classes of voters may

find themeaning that they each like best. There

is, in fact, no great difference between them on

any of the pending political questions of the day.

Both of the platforms are after the manner of an

auctioneer's address. Both of them declare or

withhold principles according as votes will be af-

fected. Both are ready to sell principles to buy

votes .

The platforms of the two great political parties

are thus saturated with insincerity. Not only do

they appeal to no moral sentiment, but they are

object lessons indishonesty. For manyyears now,

political conventions have been falling more and

more into this offence. It is an offence against

both intellectual and moral integrity. They have

purposely confused principles in the statement of

them which ought, both mentally and morally, to

be made clear and distinct. They have made

promises in word which they knew would be

broken in deed. They have so shaped sentences

the divinity of Jesus of Nazareth and the plenary

inspiration of the Bible. One of its most out-

spoken abettors, a Rev. Dr. Hill, with a coolness

which must excite the wonder of inexperienced

people, declares that thosewho refuse to acquiesce
in this quite new civil provision will be allowed

to seek, in some other country, the liberty of con-

science and speech of which he proposes to deprive

them in this. The "divinity" which this reverend

person has mastered has led him to the conclusion

that free thinkershave no rights which evangelical
people are bound to respect. I am not advised as

to the peculiar form of Orthodoxy which the Rev.

Dr. Hill professes, but it is quite probably that

inculcated in the suburban city of Alleghany,

which has long been the seat of a Presbyterian

Theological Seminary. Of the peculiar Orthodoxy

recognized in that institution I am able to give

some feeble portraiture.

During the anti-slavery contest, a certain Rev.

Dr. Plummer, a very Calvinistic old school Pres-

byterian, ministered to a congregation somewhere

in the State of Mississippi. Believing that the

Bible was the "word of God," he was a stout de-

there is a strong influence inclining that body to

assume an evangelical attitude. The tone of pat-

ronizing commiseration in which the Quakers are

referred to by the general public, who habitually

speak of them as "those innocent people," "that

harmless sect, the Quakers," shows plainly that

they are regarded as ciphers in the body politic, so

far as progress is concerned. While saying this, I

wish to be distinctly understood as acknowledging

their exceptionally high moral character, which

distinguishes the Trinitarian no less than the

more heterodox branch of the society.

But I know that people who have been used to

an atmosphere of intellectual freedom experience,

in both divisions of the sect, a sense of stifling,

which is, however, no worse than the spiritual suf-

focation prevailing among the fashionable Chris-

tians. Conversation is, among all these sectarians,

confined within very narrow boundaries. But they

do not seem to feel thewant of anygreater free-

* I observe in The Index the assertion that the founder

ofGirard College "provided for the education and support

of all classes of orphans." This is an error. Girard ex-

cluded from his college all orphans of negro descent.

And the school is open to boys solely, so that two distinct

classes are denied those advantages which it offers to

fender of human or, rather, negro slavery ; for | "poor white maleorphans" alone.
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dom. TheQuakers are like the heir to a generous

estate, who, too indolent to preserve it, even, is

utterly incapable of increasing it. They are

silentlypermitting all these encroachments which

will eventually overthrow that religious liberty
which the founders of Quakerism established.

Muchhas been said inpraise of the alleged con-

scientiousness of the peoplewho are attempting to

establish and enforce this modern inquisition. I,

for one, distinctly repudiate the assumption of

lofty motiveon the part of thesebigots. In their

conscientiousness I utterly disbelieve. We are

gravely told, even by Liberals, that the Roman

Catholics themselves, who openly avow their in-

tention to put a stop, by force, to the free expres-

sion of dissent from their dogma of papal infal-

libility, are actuated by a high moral purpose.

With an unparalleled impudence, these Romish

bigots demand exemption from what they falsely

term persecution, in order that they themselves

mayacquire a supremacy which will enable them

to persecute the very men whose generous liber-

alityhas spared their bigotry.

Apapist cannot be a good citizen of any coun-

trywhich does not acknowledge the perfect suprem-

acy of the pope over the civil government. Ro-

manists often meet us with the deprecation, "Do

not refuse to vote for us solely because we are

Catholics." My uniform reply to this is, "I shall

always refuse to vote for you for that very reason,

andfor no other." The fact that they are not gen-

erally forgers nor thieves, that they are not with-

out good social qualities, is utterly beside the

question. The Protestant sects are not, as yet,

committed to this theory of the exclusion of here-

tics, and are entitled to the benefit of their exemp-

tion from that disgrace.

As for the newspapers, we have, perhaps, no

right to expect anyverysubstantial aid from them.

Theyare generally established for the purpose of

making money or supporting the claims of some

ambitious and avaricious politician, and cannot, I

suppose, be fairly asked to enter on the battle.

Logical consistency, at least, does not require them

to do so. One of the most moderate and most

respectable of the Pennsylvanian journals recently

declared that the prevalent custom of venal writers

of selling their services to any party whatever,

they could thereby secure the triumph of their

individual crotchets for which they are ever ready

tomake quite astonishing sacrifices.

One sees many things in The Index with which

he cannot unreservedly agree, and some which

he is compelled utterly to reject ; but while, as

under the liberal management which has charac-

terized it from the date of its foundation by Mr.

Abbot to the present day, the objector himself

is allowed perfect freedom of expression, he cannot

but rejoice at the entire liberty accorded to others.

In view of the wide-spread conservatism of the

press as well as the almost complete silenceof the

pulpit in this battle for religious freedom (except,

indeed, where they openly advocate the inquisi-

tion), the liberal men andwomen of the country

cannot set too high a value on journals of this

kind nor be too generous in their support of them,

whether moral or pecuniary.

HOWARD WORCESTER GILBERT.

INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE ATMOSPHERE.

The balloonist, after he has attained an altitude

of some six miles in the atmosphere, finds himself

living under difficulties, the air at that heightbe

ginning to be irrespirable, or unbreathable. Yet

he has by no means reached the limits of the at-

mosphere, which extendsmanymiles farther up,

up, until the luminiferous ether of outer space is

reached. In the super-atmospheric heaven, or be-

yond the sweep of the diurnal revolution of our

globe, there is neither day nor night, sunrise nor

sunset, which are atmospheric phenomena in con-

nection with the turning upon its axis of the

earth. With our vision, we can travel outside of

the earth and its aërial shell, but not otherwise.

If we could voyage across the oceans of space

which divide us from Venus or Mercury or Mars, or

even reach the desolate shores of our satellite, the

moon, that would be foreign travel indeed. The

poet Wordsworth says ,-

"The towns in Saturn are decayed,

And melancholy spectres throng 'em,"

as if he had personally inspected that gorgeously

ringed planet. For purposes of travel, our earth,

with the improved means of locomotion which we

enjoy, is getting to be exhausted of interest. It

would seem as if the isolation which keeps the
without regard to moral convictions (avowed planets which compose our system utterly estranged
Democrats writing for Republican newspapers, and

Republicans in support of the Democratical party)

was breeding up "a class of literary Hessians. "

But these modern Hessians are volunteers : the

original mercenaries were impressed. The custom

from each other, or rather their inhabitants utterly

estranged, was a hard law. By means of the tele-

scopic lens, the human eye can look in upon "the

snowy poles of moonless Mars," and penetrate the

star depths, traversing distances which are scarcely

is wellknown, but meets with but little disap- expressible in figures. But this space-penetrating
proval. He who ventures upon energetic rebuke

of it is set down as a censorious disturber of the

peace of the community. However disgraceful the

facts are, they are indisputable. It is not to be

expected that either these venal writers or their

avaricious employers will utter any protest against

the encroachments of the evangelical inquisitors,

whether displayed in the subversion of a liberal

will like that of Stephen Girard or in the quiet

heresy-hunt in the common schools.

Whether Mr. Abbot's fears are well grounded

or not, it is quite certain that this bold spirit of

theological bigotry will have to be met erelong

with amore resolute and heroic opposition than it

has with a few exceptions heretofore encountered.

The amiable imbecility of namby-pamby "reform-

ers," who are forever explaining away every in-

fringement of our liberties, is not the quality

which can successfully cope with the Calvinistic

earnest of evangelical intolerance. There are

several classes of people in the country who would

at any time imperil the cause of human freedom

and swamp constitutional government, provided

power of the eye serves rather to excite curiosity

than to gratify it. For, bodily, men will doubtless

always have to content themselves with their little

Delos-isle of earth, even thousands of years hence,

when the utilization of the forces of nature shall

have been carried to a point of which we cannot

now dream. According to high astronomical au-

thority, it is twenty million millions of miles from

the frontiers of our solar system to the nearest

star of the external universe, or the next-door

neighbor of our sun, so to speak. Of course, such

an isolation is scarcely thinkable, or realizable in

thought. But here, at home, so to speak, within

the limits of the solar system, it would seem as if

there ought to be inter-planetary relations, and in-

ter-communication between the inhabitants of the

various sun-encircling orbs of our system. In the

"Prometheus Unbound" of Shelley, there is a plan-

etary chorus. The Earth and the Moon sing to

each other. The Earth says :-

"I spin beneath my pyramid of night,

Which points into the heavens dreaming delight, |

Murmuring victorious joy inmy enchanted sleep ;

As ayouth lulled inlove-dreams, faintly sighing,

Underthe shadow of his beauty lying,

Which round his rest awatchof light andwarmthdoth

keep."

To this the Moon replies :-

"Thou art speeding round the Sun,

Brightest world of many a one,

Green and azure sphere which shinest

With a light that is divinest

Among all the lamps of Heaven

To whom life and light are given;

I, thy crystal paramour,

Borne beside thee by a power

Like the polar paradise,

Magnet-like, of lovers' eyes .

I, amost enamoured maiden,

Whoseweak brain is overladen

With thepleasure of her love,

Maniac-like around thee move,

Gazing, an insatiate bride,

On thy form from every side,

Like a Mænad round the cup,

WhichAgave lifted up

Inthe weirdCadmean forest.

Brother, wheresoe'er thou soarest,

Imusthurry, whirl, and follow

Through the heavens, wide and hollow,

Sheltered by the warm embrace

Of thy soul from hungry space."

We have a sense of security and snugness, so

far as "hungry" outer space is concerned, here on

the green bosom of the earth, with its forty-miles-

high ceiling of air. But all the time it is flying

through space with fearful velocity, and without

pause or rest, like the Flying Dutchman of nauti-

cal romance. Still, we speak of it as terra firma,

or the steadfast earth; and such it is to us insiders,

or dwellers within its atmosphere, over all its sur-

face, with the exception of the volcanic or earth-

quake zone. In fact, the earth is literally "a

round, sky-cleaving boat," or floating islet, of the

illimitable ocean of space,

"Which never strains its rocky beams ;

Whose timbers, as they silent float,

Alps and Caucasus uprear,

Andthe long Alleghanies here,

And all town-sprinkled lands that be,

Sailing through stars with all their history."

Thus are we afloat upon the bosom of infinity.

Wegaze out over the ocean to the mistyhorizon,

where ships sink out of sight, with a degree of

awe; and we contemplate the rose hues of Mont

Blanc with a similar feeling of sublimity. But

each clear night we can gaze into outer space at

ineffably distant and sublime objects, which make

all earthly distances and objects ridiculous in com-

parison. The star-depths are nightly unveiled to

all eyes ; and, to him who properly appreciates the

spectacle, travel over the surface of the earth, to

gaze at famous objects, whether natural or artifi-

cial, seems absurd. Our sky proper, or atmos-

pheric heaven, is a little bubble in the illimitable

luminiferous ether; but inside of this little bubble

there are day and night, dawn and twilight, sun-

risings and sunsettings, dews, rains, snows, alter-

nations of seasons, breezes, gales and storms,

splendid illusions of distance, and, to us terres-

trials, the seemingvastness of continent-shadowing

forests, oceans, and kingdom-dividing mountain

ranges. Above all, there is life and buoyancy for

lunged animals such as ourselves, with brains and

minds looking before and after.

Thus is the earth's azure, aërial ceiling a glori-

ous pavilion and protector and isolator of sentient

and intelligent conscious life from the illimitable

gloom and monotony of outside space.

though the ether, which pervades cosmical space,
For,

is luciferous, or light-bearing, or a medium of the

vibrations which become through the eye trans-

muted in consciousness into light, it is darkness

visible in fact, solid, ebon gloom, in which suns

and their planets are mere sparks, scintillant points.

Thus, though space may oppress us with its illim-

itableness, it is a Sahara without interest except
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as the place-where, or environment, of those gor-

geous oases of life and light, the suns and their

retinues of planets. Space itself is mere outness

or outsideness, mere capacity of holding objects.

It is a necessary and universal idea, the somewhere

of objects, in which we perceive them. So time,

or duration, is not an entity per se, but only a

capacity of holding events. Thus it is not incor-

rect to call space and time forms or modes of sen-

sibility and perception. Subjectively, they are so.

B. W. BALL.

" THE TRUE POSITION OF MR. INGERSOLL. "

A friend has sent us a copy of the Bristol

(Conn.) Weekly Free Press, which contains a com-

munication from one B. S. Rideout, in reply to a

correspondent who it seems had denied that Col.

Ingersoll was ever in favor of the repeal of the

postal laws against indecent literature. Appeal is

made to us for information. The spirit and pur-

pose of Mr. Rideout's article are sufficiently evi-

dent from the following extracts :-

"

"If I am speaking of the influence of obscene litera-

tureupon the young, do I go out of my way when I

expose the true position of Mr. Ingersoll, who is, as

faras the law is concerned, one of the most powerful

friends of those who are trying to scatter the poison

broadcast over the whole land?" "In February, 1878,

there was presented in Congress, to the House of

Representatives, a petition, a duplicate of which is

printed below, headed by the name of Robert G.

Ingersoll." ut he says he did not favor this move-

ment. Did he not know that his name was at the

head of the list ? Did he not consent to have it put

there, if he did not put it there himself ? (The latter

is believed to be true.) ... Did not he put his name

there and knowingly permit it to stand there, with

whatever influence it might afford the movement to

repeal these righteous laws?" "It is true that he re-

signed the Vice-Presidency of the League at a meet-

ing held in Chicago in 1880; but I have Mr. Com-

stock's testimony in a letter dated at New York,

June28, 1884, saying that, 'Mr. Ingersoll, it is reported,

did resign from the Vice-Presidency, but not from the

organization ; and not only retained his membership,

but retained an active membership, as the records will

show. "

In reply to these statements, the following facts

are given : In The Index of May 16, 1878, was a

letter from Col. Robert G. Ingersoll reprinted from

the Boston Journal, in which he said in reply to a

charge that he was in favor of repealing the postal

laws of 1873 against indecent literature : "No one

wishes the repeal of any law for the suppression of

obscene literature. For my part, I wish all such

laws rigidly enforced. The only objection I have

to the law of 1873 is that it has been construed to

include books and pamphlets written against the

religion of the day, although containing nothing

that canbe called obsceneor impure.... From the

bottom of my heart, I despise the publishers of

obscene literature. Below them there is no depth

of filth." On the strength of this letter, The Index

of May 16, 1878, stated that, although Col. Inger-

soll's name was attached to the petition for the

repeal of the law of 1873, "nothing could be clearer

than that Col. Ingersoll carelessly and good nat-

uredly allowed himself to be made use of by per-

sons whose real objects he did not understand, and

who have involved him in difficulties from which

it will be very hard to extricate himself. ...Let it

be distinctly and universally understood that Col.

Ingersoll was ignorant of the real character of

the petition he signed, that he is avowedly and

publicly opposed to the main object it seeks, and

that it is a gross libel on his good name to quote

him as intentionally in favor of the repeal of the

law of 1873. " Col. Ingersoll wrote the editor of

The Index thus : "Thank you for your splendid

article in this week's Index in my defence."

After a personal interview with Col. Ingersoll,

the editor said in The Index of May 30, 1878 : "He

[Col. Ingersoll] voluntarily explained his connec-

tion with the petition, saying that he had never

read or seen or signed it. He was requested by

certain parties, not mentioned by name, to help

them 'modify' [that was the word used by Col.

Ingersoll] the law of 1873, and that he cheerfully

consented ; and he added, with chivalrous gener-

osity, that he had no idea of 'going back' on the

parties who put his name to the petition, which

very likely he might have signed at the time, if

it had been presented. He evidently wished to

avoid casting any reproach on those who had thus

used his name, and we certainly intend to cast

none; but the fact remains that Col. Ingersoll had

never seen or read the petition down to May 19

[1878], nor personally affixed his name to it at all.

This fact honorably and abundantly explains why

his letter to the Boston Journal, which expresses

his deliberate opinion on this subject, does not

agree with the petition itself."

This may now be reprinted in just defence of

Col. Ingersoll, since a mistake on his part at a

time when there was generally no well-defined

idea as to what steps were the best to take to

guard against encroachments on the freedom of

the press, made in the professed interests of mo-

rality, is now used for the basis of representations

that he is in favor of circulating broadcast inde-

cent literature. And this may be said without

any impeachment of the motives of those even,

unwisely as we think they acted, who like O. B.

Frothingham, Elizur Wright, and James Parton

signed the petition with a desire for the repeal of

the so-called Comstock law, in the belief that the

authority for the suppression of indecent literature

is by the national Constitution restricted to the

State and municipal governments. Yet probably

not one in twenty-and it is doubtful whether one

in fifty-who signed it, did so intending to ask for

anything more than such legislation as would pre-

vent the persecution of worthy men for the publi-

cation of their honest views on religious and social

questions. When the objection was raised that

the petition called primarily for repeal, the reply

wasmade that it asked that the objectionable law

be either "repealed or materially modified" ; and

thousands, indignant at the injustice which had

been done to individuals under this law, put their

names to the petition, even when they were dissat-

isfied with its phraseology. Col. Ingersoll, we have

seen, was among those who, even before they had

seen the petition, gave parties permission toappend

their names. What shallbe said of the spirit of

thosewho refer to a mistake of this kind, which is

so common among people in signing petitions, as

a crime, and attempt upon no better foundations to

make a man appear infamous before the public

with a view to neutralizing the influence of his

lectures and writings on religious subjects ?

That Col. Ingersoll after the adoption of the

"repeal" resolution by the League at Chicago in

1884"retained an active membership" is a state-

ment which we believe is wholly false. “Com-

stock's testimony in this matter, like his testi-

mony generally when distortion of the truth will

help him to score a point against an 'infidel,' is

worthless."

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

"A FORMER UNITARIAN " ON FREE RE-

LIGION .

In the columns of the Investigator appear fre-

quently, over various signatures, but evidently

from the same hand, articles the object of which

seems to be to convey to the readers of that

journal erroneous ideas, sometimes concerning

The Index, at others in regard to the character

of the Free Religious Association. The writer of

the articles is not always successful in finding

plausible pretexts for his fault-finding, which

is often captious and sometimes frivolous ; but,

in his zeal for "infidelity," he keeps a sharp

lookout for something that may serve as an occa-

sion for introducing a disparaging reference to

"Free Religion," or to the "Free Religious organ,'

or to its editors, whose movements and utterances

are watched with a vigilance that never relaxes.

The latest article of this kind is signed "A

Former Unitarian." The writer says that he was

"once orthodox, then slid into Unitarianism,

from that into Universalism," and "finally landed

on the solid basis of Infidelity,with an inclination

toward 'Agnosticism.' From this fact," he says,

"Ihad about come to the conclusion that 'Free Re-

ligion' is progressive. But, Sir," he adds, "I am

sorry to say I am disappointed. Free Religion is

notwhat I took it for,-not the progressive article

Ihad imagined. It is simply Unitarianism under

a cloak; and, for my part, I hate disguises of all

kinds . But do you ask how I know what I am

talking about? I will tellyou. I read last week,

in the Boston Journal, that the Rev. Mr. Potter,

the senior editor of the Free Religious organ, gave

a sermon at a meeting of Unitarians; and they

greatly admired what he said. I think that is

sufficient to show that either the Free Religionists

are Unitarians or that the Unitarians are Free

Religionists ; but, as the Unitarians keep to their

name and doctrines,and as the Free Religionists

profess tobe ahead of them,but take part in their

meetings, Ithink it is plain that Free Religionists

are simply disguised Unitarians, and sailing under

false colors." This writer adds that "their re-

ligion maybe superior to some others," but he is

firmly of the opinion that a religion based upon

the supernatural, as he infers from the title of the

discourse mentioned above that Free Religion is,

cannot be"worthy of the support of truly liberal

and progressive minds."

What meaning the writer attaches to "infidelity"

he omits to state. If we are not mistaken as to

his identity, we have heard him extol Thomas

Paine as "one of the greatest infidels that ever

lived" ; and, for that reason, it was that Paine

Memorial Hall was given the name itbears. But

Paine was a firm believer in a personal God, whose

power and glory, he argued, are manifested in

the universe ; and he hoped "for happiness beyond

this life." If Paine were alive to-day, and amem-

berof the Free Religious Association, and should

deliver the former part of the Age of Reason as a

discourse, or repeat his address to the Theophilan-

thropists at a meeting of Unitarians or Spiritual-

ists, and they should, as they probably would, ad-

mire what was said,-as, for instance, the editor of

the Investigatorhas more than oncebeen applauded

by Spiritualists, when he has addressed their so-

cieties, would it follow that the Free Religious

Associationwould be unworthy of support ?

It is not necessary here to state what was said

in the address which "A Former Unitarian," with-

out anyknowledge whatever of the views advanced

in it, and for no other reason than that it was

"greatly admired" by Unitarians, thinks is suf-

cient to show "that Free Religionists are simply

disguised Unitarians, and sailing under false

colors." "A Former Unitarian" knows, of course,

that the Free Religious Association is an organiza-

tion composed of persons holding diverse views,

that it affords a platform broad enough for the

representatives of allclasses of thinkers, including

Unitarians andAgnostics,tostand upon,and that

no member, in presenting his own views, can

claim to speak for the Association as a whole,
1



THE INDEX JULY 17 1884 29

ter

of

ng

ch

ut,

rp

a

to

اه

es

A

18

2,

d

3,

8

0

except in regard to its aims and purposes, which

are explicitly declared in the Constitution.

Mrs. Mattie P. Krekle, the accomplished wife of

Judge Krekle, of Kansas City, delivered an ora-

To the writer in the Investigator, we suggest that❘tion,which is highly praised by several papers that

"criticism," like that of which we have given a

sample, kept up month after month, is neither

intelligent nor liberal, neither generous nor just,

neither witty nor wise,and that if it be "infidel-

ity," it is such as Paine defined when he wrote :

"Infidelity does not consist in believing or in

disbelieving. It consists in professing to believe

whathe [man] does not believe," which is about

the same thing as trying to make others believe

what one knows is fallacious and false; and,

when this is done in a way designed to conceal

the purpose of the deception and at the same

time to escape responsibility for it, infidelity, to

onewho "hates disguises of all kinds," assumes its

very worst form.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

B. F. U.

RENAN is one of the contributors to the Revue

de l'Histoire des Religions, a very valuable period-

ical nowpublished bi-monthly by Ernest Leroux,

atParis, for twenty-five francs a year.

THE Herald of this city, in referring "to the

stories relating to Mr. Blaine's religion," observes,

"It is not likely that his real religious views differ

materially from those of other men of intelligence

and education."

THE standing notice in The Index in regard to

responsibility for the articles which appear in its

columns has not entirely prevented misapprehen-

sion as to this point; and hereafter, to avoid the

possibility of any misunderstanding, the author-

ship of all the editorials will be indicatedby the

names or initials of the writers.

THE notice of the work, Man, Whence and

Whither, by Dr. Richard B. Westbrook, which ap-

peared in The Index a few weeks ago, contained

some errors of quotation and reference; and the

opinion of the author's reasoning indicated in that

notice was so largely founded upon those errors as

to do him injustice. We make this statement,
because it seems to be due Dr. Westbrook. The

notice was written amid the hurry of Anniversary

Week, when we were unable to give the book that

careful examination which works reviewed in The

Indexhave, with this exception, always received.

THE Advertiser of this city hits the nail on the

head, when it says of the Chicago platforms :

"They are confused and disconnected, apparently

made up of fragments coming from different

hands and thrown together with no thought, ex-

cept that of working in something upon every

topic which can safely be touched. Neither of

them shows traces of any conscious effort to state

adefined or definite system of political theory or

policy; but in both there is the painful search

for possible issues or possible popular demands,

which shows that a political party has either for-

gotten its own meaning or is groping for a new

one. The natural result of the new method of

construction is that,upon many things besides the

tariff, the two platforms take the same direc-

tion.... This singular similarity in upshot and

indetailwill, no doubt,have its practical conveni-

ences for anyspeaker who finds this fall, when he

is before his audience, that he has accidentally

brought the wrong document. For many pur-

poses, either will answer. "

AT Liberal, Mo. , where there is a community

composed mainly of Liberals, come-outers, and

heretics of all kinds, a large meeting was held on

the Fourth in celebration of the day, at which

have been received at this office. An article in

the Kansas City Daily Times says of the speaker:

"She was simply master of the situation. She

fullycomprehended the genius of our government,

and its intended application to the wants of the

people in every department. Her voice was clear

and musical, her bearing graceful, and her powers

as a public speaker were first-class. She treated

the question from a new stand-point from ordinary

Fourth of July orators. She showed the evolution

of government from the theocratical, monarchical,

and tyrannical form up to an absolute republic,

which will only have become perfect when all its

subjects, having equal mental and moral endow-

ments, have an equal voice in the management of

it. She was pleasing, forcible, and logical, and, as

a lady, won the admiration and hearts of the

people." The oration was preceded by the read-

ing of the Declaration of Independence, and fol-

lowed by a dinner at which toasts were offered and

brief responses made. In the evening there was

a ball, "in which," says the Liberal, "old and young

freely participated, and enjoyed themselves until

about eleven o'clock, when they all adjourned, feel-

ing that it was good to have been there."

IT is in this evident determination to uphold

Christianity and Christian institutions as the sole

source of genuine morality that we find the root of

the most persistent attacks by clergymen on Vol-

taire, Paine, Ingersoll, and all other eminent "infi-

dels." The Church cannot afford to leave these

open deniers of her "revelations" in the undisturbed

and unchallenged possession of reputations as really

good men. Utterly regardless of the facts, she

persists in blackening their names, not so much

from motives of malignity as of self-interest,

partly to destroy their influence and partly to

deter others from emulating it. She cannot pos

sibly do otherwise. To admit that those who are

not Christians can really be as good as those who

are, inwardly as well as outwardly, would be fatal

to her own claim of being the sole source of

genuine morality. She must either deny the

genuine goodness of all outside her own fold or-

else acknowledge herself not necessary to the

world's salvation from sin. What wonder that she

chooses the former alternative ! This state of things

creates special difficulties in the path of Liberals

who become in any degree publicly identified with

the cause of liberal principles and opinions. They

are exposed to attacks from which no innocence

can shield them. They need to be, not only inno-

cent, but also bold, wise, and circumspect. They

cannot afford to make grave mistakes. If they do,

they are certain to be misrepresented in the worst

possible manner by ecclesiastical critics,-all for

the "glory of God."-Francis E. Abbot.

GEN. BUTLER's action at Chicago has put his

Greenback friends in a quandary. He had ac-

cepted the platform and candidacy of the Green-

back party; his name had been hoisted as their

candidate by the Greenback papers ; the nominee

for Vice-President had accepted that nomination ;

a committee had been appointed to take charge

of the Greenback campaign; campaign clubs had

been formed, and meetings held to urge and influ-

appeared last week as a delegate at large from

ence the people to vote for Gen. Butler : yet he

Massachusetts to the Democratic Convention, and,

to quote from John Swinton's Paper, "he took part

in boosting a candidate to defeat the party that

nominated him as its candidate, and he was him-

self an aspirant at Chicago for the nomination of

a party radically opposed to the principles of the

Greenback party by whichhe had previously been

nominated. It would be impossible to imagine

anything more fantastic or more thoroughly sat-

urated with cynicism than this." The same paper

says that a meeting of the National Committee of

the Greenback party must be held, and that Gen.

Butler's position "must at once be defined, if the

Greenback party is not to be weakened to the

point of collapse." It is difficult to see how Gen.

Butler, "aman of resources" as he is, can turn to

his advantage his visit to Chicago last week, where

his action naturally offended his Greenback friends

and admirers who had honored him by making

him their standard-bearer, and where his own ridic-

ulous weakness was shown in the Democratic party

whose candidate he had aspired to be.

For The Index.

THE PRAIRIE HEAVEN.

Whytry to reach the House

Where many mansions be ?

My homestead and my timber claim

Aregood enough forme.

Worth more than Ophir's gold,

And spotless as a bride,-

Mywheat-fields in midsummer,

My trees at Whitsuntide.

Should mortals strive to hear

The angels' glad refrain ?

Here's the lyre swept by Shakspere,

AndRobert Burns's strain .

Whatgrander chance forman

CanHeaven itself provide!

Myfirst-born, self-forgetful, sank

In Shiloh's bloody tide.

Alas! alas! the Christian's thought

That gods the joy can know

Of constant toil, of courage true,

Like mortals here below.

Here in my prairie home

The kingdom is for me,-

The sounding stream, the silent stars ,

The birthright of the free.

CLEARCHUS.

For The Index.

THE RACE FOR GOLD.

Love of ease and grasp for gain

Yield aharvest full of pain:

Onlyhe who sails the tide,

Heeding nought but sky and star,

Finds that light and faith abide,

Not where cushioned customs ride,

Butwhere seas untraversed are.

Downward, downward, is the road

Burdened by the moneyed load :

Out on freedom's waves who stray

Find with gods the nobler sign

That doth lead the upward way.

Ah! who curses life andday,

Where is spread this sail divine ?

Here, yea, only here, remains

Life released fron loss and gains :

Here is not thy trade andhate.

Time is given here to deeds

That with conscience grown elate

Shame the pride of public state

And transfix thy worthless creeds !

Who, ah ! who is winnernow?

Choose ye gold or freedom's vow !

Only seeming is the feat

Cast where fellow-mortals fall

Hie ye from the mart and street,

And till trade and justice meet

Heed ye not the backward call!

HORACE L. TRAUBEL.
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For The Index.

A Study of Primitive Christianity.

BY LEWIS G. JANES .

(Continuedfrom last week.)

II.

SOCIETY AND RELIGION IN THE ROMAN

EMPIRE.

Alexandrian Influence on

Judaeus .

Christianity.-Philo

The subject of the relations of the religion of

ancient Egypt to the Hebrew cultus is one of

exceeding interest, but here calls for no extended

treatment. The large colony of Jews in Egypt had

long since adopted the Greek language, which they

employed not only in their daily intercourse, but

also in the worship of the synagogues and the cer-

emonies of their religion,-the ancient Hebrew

faith as modified in Judaism. They had even

transformed a forsaken temple of the Egyptian

cat-goddess, Pasht, at Leontopolis, into a copy of

the temple at Jerusalem,-a proceeding which was

not regarded with favor by the Jews of Palestine,

who viewed with increasing distrust and jealousy

the influences proceeding from their brethren in

Egypt. In Alexandria, under the patronage, it is

said, of the reigning Ptolemy, the Hebrew Script-

ures had been translated into Greek. This trans-

lation, the Septuagint, was frequently used and

quoted by the Christian Fathers, and furnished an

invaluable aid to the introduction andpromulgation

of the new religion. Those social and commercial

influences which we have already noted as prevail-

ing throughout the Roman Empire, that tended

subsequently to promote the spread of Christianity,

were notably present in this new metropolis .

Alexandria was a great commercial centre, her

population being mainly devoted to manufactures

and trade. The common people among the Jews

had learned of the skilled workmen of Egypt the

secrets of their crafts, and for mutual protection

had associated themselves in guilds like the mod-

ern trades-unions, the members of which engaged

to support each other when out of work.*

The influence of Alexandria, in bringing to-

gether people of diverse races and religions, in

promoting a cosmopolitan spirit in religion and

philosoph , in sustaining commerce and thus

bringing distant parts of the empire into closer

relations, in hastening the decay of the ancient

faiths and furnishing material and proselytes for

the new, was of the greatest significance in the his-

tory of early Christianity. The Alexandrian school

ofphilosophy, which attempted to fuse into a single

system Oriental mysticism, Jewish intuitionalism,

-the doctrine of a divine revelation, and the

metaphysical idealism of Plato; which culminated

during the third century of the Christian era in

Neo-Platonism,-the final form and product of

Greek philosophy, and the influence of which was

predominant in the formation of the dogmatic

theology of the Christian Church, had an origin

almost contemporary with the beginnings of Chris-

tianity. Its earliest representative was Philo Ju-

dæus, a Greek-speaking Jew, a Pharisee by belief

and association, though by descent, it is said, of

the priestly family of Aaron. In the philosophy

of Philo, Judaism first escaped from the bondage

of its national exclusiveness, and admitted that

spiritual truth was discoverable elsewhere than in

the Hebrew writings. This. admission, however,

was not full and explicit, but was accompanied by

the historically indefensible claim that the truths

of the Platonic philosophy were themselves derived

from the writings of Moses and the prophets .

The philosophy of Philo was an attempt, bymeans

of an elaborate system of allegorical interpretation,

to discover these abstruse metaphysical dogmas in

the Hebrew Scriptures .

Philo's teaching was based upon that Oriental

dualism which, originating perhaps in the later

development of Zoroastrianism, had penetrated

Judaism and the religion of Egypt after the Per-

sian conquests, and found its clearest philosophical

expression in the doctrines of Plato. It conceived

an absolute separation and antagonism between

spirit and matter; between the Infinite High and

Holy One, whose nature was purely subjective and

spiritual, and the objective universe. How, then,

could the universe be created, since there was this

infinite separation between God and matter? This

was the problem which Philo attempted to solve,

in harmony with the teaching of the Scriptures

and the doctrine of Plato. Upon the familiar lan-

guage of Genesis, "And God said, Let there be

light," he based his theory of the creative Word,

-the Logos . Not the infinitely pure and spirit

ual deity, accordingly, but the Logos, an emana-

tion from the supreme God, was the creator of the

universe. Philo did not absolutely personify the

Logos, nor identify it with any historical indi-

vidual, as in the later Christian development of

the doctrine. His thought appears to hover be-

tween the conception of the Logos as an attribute

-a purely metaphysical idea, similar to the ideas

of Plato-and its more complete personification .

The Logos was the Demiourgos, the shaper of

primeval matter; the first begotten Son of God,

the shadow and seeming portrait ofGod,bymeans

of which, as by an assumed instrument, the world

was made; the heavenly food of the soul, from

whom all eternal instructions and wisdoms flow ;

the fountain of wisdom; heavenly and immortal

nourishment: such are the descriptive expressions

in the writings of Philo, many of them strikingly

like the familiar teaching of the Fourth Gospel.*

"He strains every nerve toward the highest

divine Logos, ... in order that, drawing from that

spring, he mayescape death and win everlasting

life.† ... Nothing is more luminous and irradiat-

ing than the divine Logos, by the participation in

which other things dispel darkness and gloom,

earnestly desiring to partake of the living Light.‡

The stamp of the seal of God is the immortal

Logos.§ ... The divine Logos is free from all sins,

voluntary and involuntary.... Those who have

knowledge of the truth are properly called the

sons of God : || he who is still unfit to be named

the son of God should endeavor to fashion him-

self to the first-born Logos of God.... It is im-

possible for the love of the world and the love of

God to co-exist." It is hardly possible to conceive

that the author of the Fourth Canonical Gospel

was not familiar with these expressions drawn

from the writings of Philo, or that his identifica-

tion of Jesus with the Logos was not based upon

the then current teachings of the Alexandrian

philosophy. Of the further development of this

doctrine in the systems of the Gnostics and the

orthodox Christian theology, we shall have occa-

sion to speak hereafter.

Carthage aud Phænicia,-their Gifts to Civiliza-

tion.

Four centuries before the Christian era, the

great Punic or Carthaginian empire had possessed

all the coast of Africa west of Egypt, and con-

trolled the greater number of the islands of the

Western Mediterranean. It had inherited from its

Phœnician founders the traits of agreat commer-

cial nation, and was one of the first countries in

the world to substitute sailing vessels for galleys

propelled by oars. Acentury and a half before

the Christian era, this nation was virtually extin-

guished. All that remained of it was the power-

less subject of Rome. So little had Carthage

bequeathed to the world, that we know less of her

history than of any other nation of antiquity.

Her religion was borrowed from Phœnicia. Baal,

Ashtoreth, and Melkarth, gods of the fierce and

destructive powers of nature, were her deities ;

and, as in the parent country, theywere worshipped

with sensual and barbarous rites and bloody sac-

rifices, often of human victims. The gentler and

humaner religion of Rome was a pleasing substi.

tute for this cruel barbarism. The new Roman

city of Carthage, foundedby Augustus Cæsar, grew

rapidly, but never attained the commercial promi-

nence of its predecessor. It became an important

Christian bishopric early in the third century.

Among other notable names in the history of the

Church, Carthaginia furnished that of Augustine,

whose influence was predominant in the formation

of the Christian theology.**

Phœnicia, with its great commercial cities, Tyre

and Sidon, had reached the zenith of its power

eight hundred years before the Christian era, and

had now long been falling into decay. It had

been conquered by Alexander the Great, by whose

armies Tyre was reduced to ashes, many of its

inhabitants were slain, and the remainder were

sold as slaves. Though subsequently rebuilt, it

never regained its former commercial importance.

*It is noteworthy that many ofthe social influences tend-

ing to the amelioration of the condition of the laboring

poor, which are commonly assumed to have received their

original impetus from Christianity, are traced by the im-

partial historian to pre-Christian times.

+ Philo was a contemporary of Jesus, born probably some

twenty or thirty years before the Nazarene prophet, and

dying some years later than Jesus.

+This doctrine, as we have seen, had already penetrated

Judaism from the East, and was used by the Rabbis of

Palestine in their Aramaic commentaries on the Script-

ures. This use was probably known to Philo, and may

have helped to suggest his theory of the common origin

of the Hebrew writings and the Platonic philosophy .

*See Mangey's ed. of Philo's Works, vol. 1., pp. 308, 106,

482, 560. Compare John i.-xiv. , 3 ; vi . , 35, etc.

+Compare John vi. , 40.

§Compare John vi ., 27.

Compare John xvii., 9-14, etc.

#Compare John i. , 4, 5-9.

|| Compare John i., 12.

**Maynot some of the barbarous features ofthis theology

betraceable to the indefinable, but none the less positive

influence of survivals of this earlier theological barbarism ?
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Phœnicia lacked that supreme ethical element in

its civilization which alone suffices to insure per-

manence in the life of nations. Apart from the

commercial spirit which it transmitted to other

nations, there was little in its example worthy to

live inhistory. No important remains of a Phœni-

cian literature have been preserved to us, though

that country modified and transmitted to Europe

from Egypt the vehicle of all modern literature,-

the alphabet. Phoenicia was a nation of shop-

keepers. Its morals, religion, official stations, as

well as its goods, were for sale to the highest bidder.

Conquered by the Romans in the year 64 B.C., its

life and civilization were assimilated into the

greater life of the Westernworld, and it ceased to

exist as a nation.

The Keltic Communities. The Druids and their

Religion.

Spain, Gaul, and Britain, nations of Western

Europe, were annexed to the Roman Empire

during the half-century preceding the advent of

Christianity. Spain soon became thoroughly Ro-

manized, and remained for many years one of the

chief centres of Roman literature and civilization.

TheKeltic elementpredominated in itspopulation,

as also inGaul and Ireland. At this period, Spain

and Gaul swarmed with Roman burgesses and

merchants. It was almost impossible for a native

of Gaul totransact a piece of business without the

intervention of a Roman. Roman farmers and

graziers were busy introducing improved methods

of agriculture, an occupation for which the

Keltic peoples had never manifested any fondness.

Their principal pursuits were navigation and pas-

toral husbandry. They were the first people who

regularly navigated the Atlantic Ocean.

The inland Kelts, whose domains extended back

into the western districts of Switzerland and

Germany, were mainly occupied in breeding and

rearing domestic animals. They were everywhere

a people of rude tastes, and literature and the arts

were in avery low state among them. The politi-

cal structure of the Keltic communities was that

of a loosely compacted confederation, tending to

feudalism. Its basis was the clan-canton, organ-

izedwith a governing prince or chief, a council of

elders, and a community of freemen capable of

bearing arms. All non-combatants were excluded

from citizenship. Women were held in so low an

estimate that they were ranked with slaves, the

laws permitting the torture of these two classes,

but prohibiting the torture of freemen.

inspiration similar to that claimed for the Hebrew

prophets. The Druidical religion inculcated the

worship of one supreme Being, but encouraged also

the veneration of fetiches. A sacred fire, kindled

with certain religious ceremonials, was reverenced

as a symbol of the sun. Circular temples, open at

the top to admit the sunlight, were dedicated to

the solar deity. Their religious rites were often

celebrated in sacred groves of oak.

The Druids taught the doctrine of a future life,

and a state of rewards and punishments. They

professed "to reform morals, secure peace, and

encourage goodness." "They assumed," says

Cæsar, "to discourse of the hidden nature of

things, of the extent of the universe and of the

earth, of the forms and movements of the stars,

and of the power and rule of the gods." They

practised astrology, divination, and magic. Relics

found among Druidical remains in Ireland are

thought tohave constituted parts of astronomical

instruments designed to illustrate the motion and

phases of the moon. A sacred character was

ascribed to the oak, mistletoe, hyssop, vervain,|

and marshwort. These plants were plucked only

after ceremonial ablutions and offerings of bread

and wine. This primitive religion was supplanted

inpart by that of the Romans, and subsequently

the Keltic populations easily assimilated the forms

and doctrines of Latin Christianity, manyof which

were prefigured in the older faith .

Character and Religion of the Teutonic Peoples.

Concerning the Teutonic tribes of Northern

Europe, little was known before the time of Cæsar.

At the commencement of the Christian era, they

constituted a horde of semi-barbarous peoples,

many of them agriculturists and having some

fixed settlements. Their chief occupations, how-

ever, were hunting, the care of cattle, and the pur-

suit of arms. They were brave and independent

bynature, but given to the vices of gambling and

intoxication, the evil influences of which largely

counteracted the nobler traits which might have

raised them earlier out of barbarism.

Their population was divided into nobles, free-

men, and serfs. The freemen elected their chiefs,

whom the Romans often called kings. The Teu-

tons held women and aged people in high regard.

They honored chastity no less than valor, and

presented a picture of domestic life more perfect

and beautiful than could be found elsewhere in

the Western world. This characteristic, with a

robust mentality and ingrained love of personal

liberty, were the chief gifts of this people to the

civilization of the future; gifts which led them

as naturally and inevitably to Protestant Chris-

tianity, and through it to Rationalism, as the

characteristics of the Kelts led them to Catholi-

cism. "It was the rude barbarians of Germany,"

says Guizot, "who introduced this sentiment of

The Keltic priesthood, known as the Druids,

united all Gaul and the British Isles in a common

religious brotherhood. It constituted a compact

organization, the chief of which, a sort of pope,

was elected by a convocation of priests, as the

pope of Rome is now chosen by the college of

cardinals. Priests were exempt from taxation and

military service. They held annual councils, and

administered a kind of governmental jurisdiction personal independence, this love of individual
over the people. They were permitted to inflict

capital punishment by sacrificing condemned

criminals in their religious ceremonies . Bodies of

human victims often smoked on the same sacrifi-

cial altars with those of beasts. The Druids thus

constituted a sort of ecclesiastical state or theoc-

racy, and ruled over an unintelligent and believ-

ing people similar to the Irish peasants of the pres-

ent day. The word "Druid " is derived by the best

philologists from two Keltic roots meaning "God-

liberty, into European civilization ; it was un-

known among the Romans, it was unknown to the

Christian Church, it was unknown in nearly all

the civilizations of antiquity." He might have

added with truth, It is the most powerful and

characteristic element of our modern civilization.

The religion of the Teutons was in part devel-

oped from the Nature-worship of the primitive

Aryan peoples, with an intermixture, apparently,

of Semitic or Babylonian elements, an inheritance,

speaking," whichindicates a belief insupernatural perhaps, from the Turanian tribes, whom they
*There is, nevertheless,considerable indirect evidence

that Phoenicia was not without a distinctive and charac-

teristic philosophy of indigenous growth and strong Se-
mitic peculiarities. Speaking of the Greek and Roman
Empires inthe centuries immediately preceding the Chris-
tianera, Ritter declares, "The wisdom of the Magi, of the

Egyptians,andofthe Phoenician priests and the Jews soon
became famous." History of Ancient Philosophy, by Dr.
HeinrichRitter. Vol. iv.,p. 18.

supplanted in Europe. In part, doubtless, it was

of later indigenous growth. It was essentially a

polytheistic system, including the worship of Odin

or Thor, and his consort Fria, or Frigga, Tiu, the

heaven-god, corresponding with Zeus, Jupiter, and

the Vedic Dyaûs-pitar, and many other subordi-

nate deities. Priests, bards, and sacred groves

were dedicated to this worship. The doctrine of

a future life in Walhalla was taught. The gods

were considered mortal like human beings, as

with the Buddhists. Domestic animals, including

horses, and sometimes human victims, were offered

as sacrifices. The religion of the Teutons was

less influencedby the Pagan cultus of Rome than

that of the Kelts, during its transition to Chris-

tianity.
Resume and Conclusion.

At the advent of Christianity, Greece, through

the conquests of Alexander, had already contribu-

ted to the civilization of the future her wealth of

art, literature, and philosophy, the sum of which

is known as Hellenic culture. Rome, under the

mighty power of the Cæsars,was bestowing upon

the Western world the blessing of the most per-

fect code of laws which was then in being, and

uniting the nations in a common brotherhood of

citizenship. Phoenicia had long before communi-

cated the commercial spirit to Carthage and to

Greece, and through them to Rome, thus bringing

distant peoples into closer communion; a mighty

and too little recognized influence in promoting

civilization and brotherhood.

Rome, with her State religion,-a hollow ecclesi-

asticism to the more intelligent,-stood ready, at

the demand of self-interest, to dethrone Jupiter,

and to pass over the temples of her gods, her

images, her festivals, the paraphernalia of her

priests, and the title of Pontifex Maximus, then

held by Cæsar as the head of the Pagan cultus,

to that new religion which, through the supremacy

of the empire among the nations of the world,

was soon to make such mighty strides toward

universal dominion. Her sculptured heads of

JuJupiter were to descend to posterity, rechristened

by the nameof St. Peter; and her little god Vati-

canus, whose function it was to watch over the

first lisping of infants, was to bestow his name

upon the Vatican,-the palace of the Christian

popes.

The great Aryan monotheism of Zoroaster had

met in Babylon the great Semitic monotheism of

the Hebrew prophets, and, together with some

more questionable benefactions, had blessed it

with its gift of a belief in a life beyond the grave,

and thus prepared the way for one of the leading

doctrines of Christianity. The word "Father" as

applied to the Supreme Being had entered Juda-

ism from that other contact with the Aryan races

through the Greeks, and was used by Jewish

Rabbis of the century preceding the birth of

Jesus. The Hebrew doctrine of the Messiah had

taken a new and more personal form under the

influence of contemporary Persian notions, and the

stimulus of foreign oppression. Millennial expес-

tations imported from Babylon were "in the air."

The writers of the Book of Daniel and the apoс-

ryphal Book of Enoch had applied the term "the

Son of Man"-a common designation of the

prophets-to designate the coming Messiah. Jon-

athan ben Uzziel, a Jewish Rabbi and contempo-

rary of Jesus, was interpreting various passages

in the Old Testament with the phrase Memra, "the

Word," derived probably through Babylon from

India. Hillel had alreadyproclaimed the "Golden

Rule" as the substance and foundation of Judaism.

The ancient religion of Egypt was without

vitality, but preserve a lingering existence.

Some of her gods had passed over to Rome ; the

figures of Isis and Horos, and Persephone and

Iakchos were prefiguring the familiar Christian

representation of the Virgin and Child. The

Greek gods were emigrating to Egypt, Phoenicia,

Assyria, Gaul, and Spain, as well as to Rome.

The Eternal City welcomed the new gods as
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A Study of Primitive Christianity.

BY LEWIS G. JANES.

(Continued from last week.)

II.

SOCIETY AND RELIGION IN THE ROMAN

EMPIRE.

Alexandrian Influence on

Judaeus.

Christianity.-Philo

The subject of the relations of the religion of

ancient Egypt to the Hebrew cultus is one of

exceeding interest, but here calls for no extended

treatment. The large colonyof Jews in Egypt had

long since adopted the Greeklanguage, which they

employed not only in their daily intercourse, but

also in the worship of the synagogues and the cer-

emonies of their religion,-the ancient Hebrew

faith as modified in Judaism. They had even

transformed a forsaken temple of the Egyptian

cat-goddess, Pasht, at Leontopolis, into a copy of

the temple at Jerusalem,-a proceeding which was

not regarded with favor by the Jews of Palestine,

who viewed with increasing distrust and jealousy

the influences proceeding from their brethren in

Egypt. In Alexandria,under the patronage, it is

said, of the reigning Ptolemy, the Hebrew Script-

ures had been translated into Greek. This trans-

lation, the Septuagint, was frequently used and

quotedby the Christian Fathers, and furnished an

invaluable aid tothe introduction andpromulgation

of the new religion. Those social and commercial

influences which wehave alreadynoted as prevail-

ing throughout the Roman Empire, that tended

subsequently to promote the spread of Christianity,

were notably present in this new metropolis .

Alexandria was a great commercial centre, her

population being mainlydevoted to manufactures

and trade. The common people among the Jews

had learned of the skilled workmen of Egypt the

secrets of their crafts, and for mutual protection

had associated themselves in guilds like the mod-

ern trades-unions, the members ofwhich engaged

to support each other when out of work. *

The influence of Alexandria, in bringing to-

gether people of diverse races and religions, in

promoting a cosmopolitan spirit in religion and

philosoph , in sustaining commerce and thus

bringing distant parts of the empire into closer

relations, in hastening the decay of the ancient

faiths and furnishing material and proselytes for

the new, was of the greatest significance in thehis-

tory of early Christianity. The Alexandrian school

ofphilosophy,which attempted to fuse into a single

system Oriental mysticism, Jewish intuitionalism,

-the doctrine of a divine revelation, and the

metaphysical idealism of Plato; which culminated

during the third century of the Christian era in

Neo-Platonism,-the final form and product of

Greek philosophy, and the influence of which was

predominant in the formation of the dogmatic

theology of the Christian Church, had an origin

almost contemporary with the beginnings of Chris-

tianity. Its earliest representative was Philo Ju-

dæus, a Greek-speaking Jew, a Pharisee by belief

and association, though by descent, it is said, of

the priestly family of Aaron. In the philosophy

of Philo, Judaism first escaped from the bondage

of its national exclusiveness, and admitted that

spiritual truth was discoverable elsewhere than in

the Hebrew writings. This. admission, however,

was not full and explicit, but was accompaniedby

the historically indefensible claim that the truths

of the Platonic philosophy were themselves derived

from the writings of Moses and the prophets.

The philosophy of Philo was anattempt,bymeans

of an elaborate system of allegorical interpretation,

to discover these abstruse metaphysical dogmas in

the Hebrew Scriptures.

Philo's teaching was based upon that Oriental

dualism which, originating perhaps in the later

development of Zoroastrianism, had penetrated

Judaism and the religion of Egypt after the Per-

sian conquests, and found its clearest philosophical

expression in the doctrines of Plato. It conceived

an absolute separation and antagonism between

spirit and matter; between the Infinite High and

Holy One, whose nature was purely subjective and

spiritual, and the objective universe. How, then,

could the universe be created, since there was this

infinite separation between God and matter ? This

was the problem which Philo attempted to solve,

in harmony with the teaching of the Scriptures

and the doctrine of Plato. Upon the familiar lan-

guage of Genesis, "And God said, Let there be

light," he based his theory of the creative Word.

-the Logos. Not the infinitely pure and spir

ual deity, accordingly,but the Logos, an em

tion from the supreme God, was the creator

universe. Philo did not absolutely person

Logos, nor identify it with any histori

vidual, as in the later Christian develo
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was elected by a convocation of priests, as e

pope of Rome is now chosen by the college

cardinals. Priests were exempt from taxation and

military service. They held annual council,

administered a kind of governmental jurisdicies 2

over the people. They were permitted to infi

capital punishment by sacrificing condeme

criminals in their religious ceremonies. Bodies

humanvictims often smoked on the same sr

cialaltarswith
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that compels the deceived, the mistaken, the

by, to remain in their unfortunate position, if

is any possible escape ? Remember that people

ot be unhappy and retain unimpaired health,

few can be unhappy and retain unimpaired

orals, that children born in unhappy wedlock are

nevitably injured, and the importance of allowing

the unhappily wedded to separate is clear. Punish-

ment enough always comes to those who have con-

tracted a foolish or wicked match, withoutcompelling

them to stick to their contract forever.

Undoubtedly, licentious and evil-minded folkwould

take advantage of free divorce for base purposes, even

as they take advantage of every relation of the sexes

towork iniquity; but, to revert once more to the Spen-

cerian philosophy, it is but seldom that we can do

thatwhich is absolutely right, usually we can only

do the relatively right, and it is not just that the

virtuous and innocent should be kept in bondage

because the vicious abuse liberty.
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ors of The Index:-

nrenewing my
subscription, allow me to express

y
approbation of the aims and

purposes of the paper,

and my
admiration for the ability and fairness with

which it is
conducted.

Having been in former years verymuch
interested

in the writings of Andrew Jackson Davis, and in the

man himself, nearly all whose works I have read, I

would be pleased if he could be secured as a contrib-

utor to The Index . It was through his writings that

Iwas led to adopt the theory of evolution, and before

I had read anything of Darwin's. I cannot help feel-

ing from my limited range of reading that Mr. Davis

has not received that recognition as an independent
thinker and writer, from other writers of the same

class, to which he is entitled. It may be that I over-

rate Mr. Davis ; but I would like to see a review and

reply to the two chapters, in two different books of

his, one entitled "The Origin of Life and the Law

of Immortality," and the other entitled "God re-

vealed to the Intellect," by some able and sincere

writer, and then any rejoinder Mr. Davis might wish

to make. He pledges himself to discuss the last-

named chapter with any qualified
respectable oppo-

nent; and I think if The Index or any independent

journal could secure such discussion it would be very

interesting to many readers .

From a fair reading of his works, I do not think he

can be charged with encouraging fanaticism; and he

has tried to suppress the extremisms and absurdities

of many in the ranks of Spiritualists .

Another thing, Modern Spiritualism, as taught by

Mr. Davis , may be an open question; but I think the

attitude of many scientists and able thinkers has

hardly been fair toward it. It seemsto me that all

such wonderful phenomena should have received a

thorough explanation by science long ago, and of

such a conclusive character as to compel such men

as Davis , Epes Sargent, Alfred R. Wallace, and many

others equally able, to have accepted it. Mr. Davis

has not tried to evade, but has rather invited candid

criticism; and yet, as far as I have noticed, he has

been severely let alone. Why is this ? Can you ex-

plain?

Very respectfully,

HENDERSON, KY.

W. LANGLEY.

"ONE WORLD AT A TIME."

Editors of The Index:-

It is said of Henry Thoreau that a short time before

his death, when an over-anxious theological friend

hazarded some questions concerning the naturalist's

preparation for the future, the latter with a simple

wave of the hand silencedthe troubler with the words,

"One world at a time."

Ioften lose mypatience when I see men andwomen

who are really pressed for time to read half an hour

daily spend five or ten minutes in inspecting and

talking over the temperature, as shown by a ther-

mometer hung outside their door, while no attempt is

made to regulate sensibly the temperature of their

living rooms.

Now, the outside temperature being so entirely be-

yond individual control, andthe very important prac-

tical matter ofsitting, sleeping, and working in rooms

of healthful temperature, with an abundant supply

ofpure air,being nearlyaltogether dependentonone's

own will or judgment, it seems remarkable how
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heartily as she despised them all, both new and

old. The recognition of the old gods under new

names the transfer of functions and characteris-

tics from one to another-was leading the way

through scepticism to monotheism. In Rome, the

gods were said to be more numerous than the

people. In Athens, every street corner had its

statue of a deity. The world was weary of con-

flict, unsatisfied with existing philosophies, dis-

gusted with priestly arrogance, sophistry, and in-

sincerity, but longing for a religion which would

proclaim the growing faith in the Fatherhood of

God and the Brotherhood ofMan.

From the time of Alexander, war had been the

most potent civilizer, drawing together the nations,

with their diverse civilizations and religions, into a

closer unity, to which each contributed its peculiar

gift, which the world received and assimilated into

its common life. Looking back through the cen-

turies over the broad sweep of the entire horizon of

this ancient world, above the conflict of arms, the

groans of the poor, the dying, and the oppressed,

the loud laughter of the Roman augurs at the ab-

surdity of their rites, the sneers ofsceptical philos-

ophy-mongers who believed neither in the gods

nor in the moral law,-may we not behold the

working of that Power, eternal and invincible,

that in all ages makes for righteousness, civili-

zation, and brotherhood ? Do we not perceive the

growing intelligence and virtues of man, triumph-

ing over his wrath and wickedness and folly, al-

ready building up the better kingdom of the

future, the Kingdom of God on earth, which is

also the Republic of Man? Shall we not see in

the peasant child of Galilee the "Son of Man"

indeed,-the natural product of his race and time,

participating in some of its errors and super-

stitions, but ready to speak the vital word for hu-

manity fearlessly and unfalteringly,willing to die

rather than falter or recant ? All the circum-

stances of this period point to the conclusion that

old uses were outgrown ; a new era was about to

dawn in the life of humanity,-the product of

easily discernible and perfectly natural causes.

fateful hour had arrived in the history of civiliza-

tion, and it did not seek in vain for its man.

ب

"OUR PURPOSE." *

For The Index .

BY RABBI SOLOMON SCHINDLER.

A

Ladies and Gentlemen,-An eternal law forces the

human mind to connect every object or action with

which it meets with a purpose. No sooner comes an

object within the reach of our observation than we

immediately conclude upon its purpose. Never have

men undertaken a thing without a purpose ; and so

much are we accustomed to the laws of cause and

effect, of action and purpose, that we ascribe a pur-

poseeven to the creation of the universe.

I do not mean to say that the purpose for which

a thing is made or an enterprise is undertaken is

always accomplished. In spite of our best inten-

tions, our most zealous works often miscarry and

bear other than the expected fruit; and, likewise , our

conclusions as to the purpose of a thing not seldom

prove erroneous .

We find ourselves assembled here to-day to wit-

ness the commencement of a work which, as we

hope, will outlive ourselves and many generations

after us. We behold at present only a few rough and

unfinished walls around us, the mere outlines of a

building. We are about to deposit, as it is customary,

into the cavity of the corner-stone various articles

and documents from which future generations shall

derive an idea as to our customs and general stand-

ing; and, immediately, our mind starts with electric

swiftness from this one pole and goes in search of its

mate, the other, asking, What is the purpose of this

*An address delivered at the laying of the corner-stone

of the TempleAdath Israel, corner Columbus Avenue and

Northampton Street,Boston, Mass., on July 8, 1884.

building ? What is its destination ? The question at

first sight seems superfluous, if not silly; for we all

know that we intend to erect a temple on this spot,

andwhat the purpose of a temple is every one thinks

heknows.

But I beg your pardon, my friends. There were

times when magnificent structures called temples

were erected, in the firm belief that they were the

dwelling-places of gods. Even our ownnation,when

in its infancy, believed that the temple in Jerusalem

was the habitation of its God, and that King Solo-

monhad erected it in order to fulfil the obligation of

the nation due to him who had delivered Israel from

Egyptian bondage and had bestowed upon it the land

of Canaan as an inheritance. The doleful complaint

of King David that God had to reside in a small tent

-while he, the king, was living in ahouse of cedar-

was a true expression of the common belief of that

time; namely, that a temple ought now to be built

for the benefit of their God.

Is it the purpose of this building to become the

residence of our God? Will we attempt to house the

Infinite, who fills the vast universe with his glory, in

the narrow space which these walls circumscribe ?

Do we build this structure for the benefit of God? I,

for one, deny it.

The age of credulity has passed; and, in our age of

reason, it would be sheer hypocrisy to uphold such

anantiquated and superstitious notion.

In denying it, I am backed by the authority of the

most zealous workers which Israel ever produced,

by the prophets. They already turned away from

that notion, proclaiming the whole universe to be the

residence of God. The heavens are his habitation,

and the "earth his footstool," they said; and, with

the courage of their conviction, they thundered

against temples, priestcraft, and sacrifices .

Thanks for their efforts. Long before the second

temple was destroyed, the popular belief had under-

goneawonderful change, and the nation had become

ripe to abolish sacrifices and to worship God by

prayers in numerous synagogues.

Is it, then, the purpose of this building to be a

house of prayer, to be a place in which we are to offer

our supplication to God, believing that here we are

nearer to him than elsewhere ?

As long as prayers were considered to be the substi-

tute for the former sacrifices, as long as the reading

of a set of ready-made prayers was obligatory to

every adult Israelite, so long a house of prayer was

needed and wanted. For the conscientious, reason-

ingman of to-day, however, religion does not consist

in the rehearsal of a set of prayers. To him, true

religion is an endless chain of noble actions; and, if

his soul ever craves for a communion with God by

means of prayer, he will pray, no matter where he is .

He will express his admiration of God's power and

might on mountain peaks or on the sea-shore, or pour

outhis troubled soul before his Maker in the solitude

and seclusion of his closet. The time of prayer-books

and rituals is swiftly passing away. Ready-made

prayers will go in course of time the very way sacri-

fices went before; and, if it should be the sole and

only purpose of this building to be a house of prayer

and nothing else, I venture to predict that its pews

would remain as empty as pews generally and in the

average are.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, for what purpose do

we erect this temple ? What shall its destination be ?

Before all, I wish it to be understood that God does

not need our temples, nor that the supreme Ruler of

the universe derives any benefit from our worship.

We are the ones who are benefited by it ; and, there-

fore, not for the sake of God, but for our own sake ,

dowe erect this building. True religion has a double

purpose : first, to uphold and to propagate certain

unchangeable principles ; second, to give to these

principles form and shape in active life. We asso-

ciate and form religious corporations, in order to

obtain that strength which lies in union, that we may

help one another to reach the highest possible stand-

ard of civilization and humanity. The temple of to-

day and of the future must be a centre, the head-

quarters around which the members of a religious

body rally, from which they propagate or defend, as

the casemaybe, their principles, and in which they

resolve upon all such actions as will tend to improve

their own moral condition and that of their fellow-

men. The temple of to-day and of the future must be

aplace in which we congregate, not to favor God,

but for our own benefit; not for the sake of passing

through a tedious ritual, but for the sake of seeking

enlightenment on questions which are beyond the

common sphere. The temple of to-day and of the

future must be a school in which the principles of

a noble life are both taught and practised.

And here I stand again on strictly Jewish ground.

The word "temple" may please us better by its

sound, the name "house of prayer" may have a fasci-

nation for the sentimentalist; but our ancestors used

to call their religious meeting places "schools," and

a school this house shall be in the widest sense of the

word, and nothing but a school for the development

ofourmoral qualities. Here, the doctrine of the one

God of Israel shall be taught, expounded, and de-

fended against both of its foes, polytheism and

atheism; here, the doctrine that all men are brethren

and all mankind is one family shall be proclaimed;

here, measures shall be resolved upon as to how to

work together and hand in hand for brotherly love,

charity, benevolence, righteousness, justice, and lib-

erty.

If we band together for such a purpose in this

house, it will forever command the respect of the

community, and willneed none of the luxurious at-

tractions to which some churches of to-day resort, in

order to draw visitors. If we band together in this

building for such a purpose, I foretell that the Tem-

pleAdath Israel will grow a shining light in Israel,

the pride of this city, and anhonor to humanity.

This is our purpose, as I understand it.

CORRESPONDENCE .

ACERTIFICATE THAT CERTIFIES TOO MUCH.

Editors of The Index:-

I received to-day a certificate of my membership

in the Free Thinkers' Association, with a request that

myname be given for publication in a future number

of the journal issued by them. I declined these

offers, partly on the ground of not being acquainted

with their aims or their by-laws, and I do not wish to

belong to any organization which, like the New York

Freethinkers Association is abranch auxiliary to the

National Liberal League while the latter remains

pledged to work for the repeal of United States postal

laws against indecent literature.

There is a list of twenty-eight hundred names ap-

pended to the number of the magazine which was

sent with the certificate, purporting to be those of

Free Thinkers. This is largely German. Among

them, I recognize but three, who are known to the

public at all, who have not formerly identified them-

selves in some way with the schismatics of Syracuse .

Iam familiar with the names of all who have been

prominent as workers in the liberal field, and think

Iam correct. I find whole families in this list, which

mayaccount for the number which has been drummed

together, the father,mother, and several children all

holding certificates of membership. One Indiana

father, in writing the editor, says: " Your letter con-

taining certificate of membership for myself and baby,

Robert Green Ingersoll, received." He further says

that he has "seven children," and "I do not think

little 'Bob' will ever return his certificate." So you

will see of what antiquity a part of the owners of

thenames represented canboast.

The certificate sent me declares that Ihave"paid

the regular membership fee into the treasury." This

is a mistake. If it is paid at all, some other body paid

it; and, if it was intended to be complimentary, it

seems to me well to have so designated and recorded

it. Otherwise, the treasurer will have to sound his

"Bell," to make his accounts balance upon the judg-

mentday. It is well for Free Thinkers to keep square

accounts, and set church members a good example.

The mottoes of the certificate, which is quite elabo-

rately gotten up, are from Ingersoll, Paine, and

Buddha. At the lower corners are pictures of a mosaic

floor, upon which rest columns. The right-hand or

eastern column is a ladder. A capital of bias Greek

work, withwindows in it containing diamond-shaped

divisions, surmounts this ladder; and on each end of

this capital is poised a savage-looking dolphin, balanc-

ing on his two feet, putting out his tongue, and pawing

theairwith his tail,-truly fearfully andwonderfully

made, and to my unillumined intellect as mysterious

as the sublime secrets relating to another department

of metaphysics (?) which in our youth we so often

heard asserted were "past finding out." I give this

one up. If somebody don't explain it to me, I shall
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never know what these two dolphins mean, or what

they are perched uponthe capstone of that ladder for.

Neither can I imagine the use of the ladder. No one

would think it worth while to scale that capital in

the face of those ferocious beasts, except it were to

find out what was suspended entirely above their

heads upon the top of a slender pole and at each arm

ofapair ofbalances. It looks like a six-sided lantern

and a four-sided one, at the respective arms of the

balances. One of them seems to weigh just as much

as the other; and itmaysignify that truth is the same

though it assume different forms, and it may mean

some very different thing. All that I can say is that

asix-sided affair is never "on the square." All this

while, a Japanese woman is standing on the mosaic

base, doing the most natural thing which Ihave yet

discerned, fanning herself.

At the left hand, two delicate columns spring lightly

intothe air, bearing upon their points, at about half

the height of the ladder column, what we mightterm

asort ofa mediæval dado, with asmall pig, with ears

and tail cut short, trotting complacently midway on

its top. From the two ends of this dado arise two

more substantial columns than we find at the founda-

tion, as if they grew stronger as theygot up higher,

or progressed, or, perhaps, I do not quite understand

even the symbols upon this west end, though they

donot seem to be sohard to guess as the easternpor-

ticowas. Strange to say, these two columns end in

a sub-capital of ivy, the poison leaves and berries.

Between these columns and below the poisonous

capitals is seen a butterfly; but, sad to say, in this com-

pany, poor Psyche is flying toward the ground, instead

ofsoaring into the sweet air as a sensible and happy

butterfly would do.

These sub-capitals are again capitalized by a long,

low pagoda roof, above which the sun shows half his

face, which is again surmounted by a slender little

flagstaff floating an ensign, on which the emblem is

either a cross or a star,-I cannot decide which.

The long beam at the bottom of the design, and

connectingthe two masonic bases, is curiously formed

in sections of regular Greek work alternated with the

bias work above referred to, and above which are

marshy spots, with the vegetation peculiar to those

places; and some lizards are crawling along there.

But, sad tosay, some of the marshes have no lizards,

probably even they have sunk into the depths, and

can arise nomore. Taking all into account, the un-

desirable climbing and the six-sided truth, the pig

on the dado, the lizards and the marshes, and the

Psyche seeking the earth, it seems to me unattractive

to pursue the subject longer, or to come into any

closer rapport than I am at present. Selah.

LITA BARNEY SAYLES.

THE RIGHT OF FREE DIVORCE .

Editors of The Index :-

Several things have recently been said on the di.

vorce question in The Index, the majority of the

writers appearing to favor more stringent legislation .

As I sincerely take a different view, I hope you will

grant me space to state my reasons. I am well aware

that I am in danger of incurring the social odium

that attaches to those who meddle with the estab-

lished order of things in relation to the sexes. But I

do not think considerations of that sort should ever

hinderaconsistent truth-seeker from stating the con-

clusions his investigations have led to. I shall wel-

come all criticism, and shall not hesitate to recantmy

heretical views, if proved erroneous.

I have, in two previous articles, endeavored to show

the applicability of free divorce as a remedy for po-

lygamy; and in this I wish to prove it equally reme-

dial for the evils of the current monogamy. I am a

monogamist, and amnot an advocate of promiscuity.

Iyield to norman (or woman) in my desire to estab-

lish perfect chastity. For what purpose was mar-

riage instituted ? Chiefly, I take it, for two reasons :

to obtain exclusive and legal possession of the person

of some individual of the opposite sex; to provide for

and protect the children. The first reason I consider

the primaryone; but, as Herbert Spencer has shown

inData of Ethics, the later evolved ethical ideas are

thebest; and Iconsider the proper development and

well-being of the child to be really the great purpose

for which the institution of marriage stands. On this

ground of the well-being of the child, too, Isupport

free divorce. I define impurity by saying that any

thought, word, or deed, pertaining to sexuality, that

is injurious to self or others, and willingly performed,

is unchaste. I think I am speaking within bounds

when I say that the cloak of marriage covers at least

as much impurity as it leaves uncovered. Leaving

out other phases as foreign to the discussion, let me

say that cohabitation between those inharmoniously

matedmust be unchaste, because mentally and physi-

cally injurious to both. Is it chaste to compel a

woman, by force of law, to submit her person to a

manwhom she abhors, simply because she was once

deluded enough to marry him? Would it be less

chaste for her to leave him, and bestow herself on

some one whom she could love ? I should be sur-

prised, indeed, at the thinking woman who knows

anything of married life who would hesitate to say

"No" to both questions. In the interests of chastity,

therefore, I say, let the inharmonious be divorced.

Howdoes it bear on the children ? All physicians,

hygienists, psychologists, and scientists, who are ac-

quainted with the laws of physiology and heredity,

are aware that the offspring of the inharmoniously

married is almost unavoidably deformed, mentally, if

not physically. Can a mother whose days are scenes

of strife and bitterness, or whose life is a burden of

dumb despair, beget perfect children ? Can a father,

whose home is a battle-field or a cemetery of dead

loves and joys, or who has taken to dissipation to

purchase forgetfulness ? Will such parents, can such

parents, bring up children in the way they should go ?

I claim that probably one half of human woe and

human crime is caused by marital infelicity. Ido

not think a single adult reader of this will find diffi-

culty in recalling a long list of homes where divorce

or death alone could make matters even approxi-

mately right. And this is only on the surface, and is

as nothing to the black vortex that is covered and

concealed. No slavery on earth can be more cruel

than that which binds, in what should be the tender-

est and most holy relations, those who have forever

ceased to love. Henceforth, life stretches before them

aperpetual battle-field or a dreary enduring of such

heart pain and loneliness as no other cause can pro-

duce; and the more affectionate, the more home-

loving, the person, the heavier the burden bears .

Who can estimate the jealousy, the bitterness, the

licentiousness, the dissipation, the cruelty; the un-

welcome, and morally, physically, and mentally de-

formed children; infanticide, murder, sin, agony,

insanity, and despair that have come from ill-as-

sorted marriages. Can those be just laws which

forbid the obvious remedy? Should a healthy, in-

telligent, moral man or woman be bound forever to

a partner who is syphilitic, deformed, incurably

diseased, drunken, criminal, abusive, or even cruelly

indifferent ?

How many young people marry from lust, from

curiosity, from vanity, from ambition, from avarice,

from pity, from all sorts of romantic illusions, from

everything but wisdom! Can that law be right that

prevents people from righting wrongs and correcting

mistakes ? Is it merciful to compel people to suffer

for life for early indiscretions ? The front door of

marriage, as some one aptly calls it, turns very easily

on its hinges. Shall the back door be immovably

barred ? Shall marriagebe a trap for the unwary,

the ignorant, and the innocent ? Shall these young

deluded ones, when the hour of repentance comes,

see no hope? Shall the heiress, who finds herself

married only for her gold, be bound for life to the

fortune-hunter who has deceived her ? Can any law

be right that compels the deceived, the mistaken, the

unhappy, to remain in their unfortunate position, if

there is any possible escape ? Remember that people

cannot be unhappy and retain unimpaired health,

that few can be unhappy and retain unimpaired

morals, that children born in unhappy wedlock are

inevitably injured, and the importance of allowing

the unhappily wedded to separate is clear. Punish-

ment enough always comes to those who have con-

tracted a foolish or wicked match, without compelling
them to stick to their contract forever.

Undoubtedly, licentious and evil-minded folk would

take advantage of free divorce for base purposes, even

as they take advantage of every relation of the sexes

to work iniquity; but, to revert once more to the Spen-

cerian philosophy, it is but seldom that we can do

thatwhich is absolutely right,-usually we can only

do the relatively right, and it is not just that the

virtuous and innocent should be kept in bondage

because the vicious abuse liberty.

Wise laws should however be made for the disposal

of children, property, etc., in cases where such mat-

ters cannot be amicably settled by the divorcing par-

ties, and to provide for the support of helpless indi-

vidualswhose partners take advantage offree divorce

todesert them; but the right of divorce should never

be interfered with.

It wouldbe far more reasonable for the law to for.

bid the inharmonious to marry, or at least to beget

offspring, than for it to forbid their being divorced.

Ihold, too, that the right to remarry should be freely

granted to all divorced persons capable of begetting

healthy offspring, or past the age of begetting, even if

divorced for moral reasons; for a person criminally

immoral with one partner may become virtuous if

more happily mated to another. We have no moral

agency more potent thanhappy married life .

J. WILLIAM LLOYD .

ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS .

Editors of The Index:-

In renewing my subscription, allow me to express

my approbation of the aims and purposes of the paper,

and my admiration for the ability and fairness with

which it is conducted.

Having been in former years very much interested

in the writings of Andrew Jackson Davis, and in the

man himself, nearly all whose works I have read, I

would be pleased if he could be secured as a contrib-

utor to The Index. It was through his writings that

Iwas led to adopt the theory of evolution, and before

Ihad read anything of Darwin's. I cannot help feel-

ing from my limited range of reading that Mr. Davis

has not received that recognition as an independent

thinker and writer, from other writers of the same

class , to which he is entitled. It may be that I over-

rate Mr. Davis; but I would like to see a review and

reply to the two chapters, in two different books of

his, one entitled "The Origin of Life and the Law

of Immortality," and the other entitled "God re-

vealed to the Intellect," by some able and sincere

writer, and then any rejoinder Mr. Davis might wish

to make. He pledges himself to discuss the last-

named chapter with any qualified respectable oppo-

nent; and I think if The Index or any independent

journal could secure such discussion it would be very

interesting to many readers.

From a fair reading of his works, I do not think he

can be charged with encouraging fanaticism; andhe

has tried to suppress the extremisms and absurdities

ofmany inthe ranks of Spiritualists .

Another thing, Modern Spiritualism, as taught by

Mr. Davis, may be an open question; but I think the

attitude of many scientists and able thinkers has

hardly been fair toward it. It seems to me that all

such wonderful phenomena should have received a

thorough explanation by science long ago, and of

such a conclusive character as to compel such men

as Davis , Epes Sargent, Alfred R. Wallace, andmany

others equally able, to have accepted it. Mr. Davis

has not tried to evade, but has rather invited candid

criticism; and yet, as far as I have noticed, he has

been severely let alone. Why is this ? Can you ex-

plain?

Very respectfully,

HENDERSON, KY.

W. LANGLEY.

" ONE WORLD AT A TIME."

Editors of The Index :-

It is said of Henry Thoreau that a short time before

his death, when an over-anxious theological friend

hazarded some questions concerning the naturalist's

preparation for the future, the latter with a simple

wave of the handsilenced the troubler with the words,

"One world at a time."

Ioften lose my patience when I see men andwomen

who are really pressed for time to read half an hour

daily spend five or ten minutes in inspecting and

talking over the temperature, as shown by a ther-

mometer hung outside their door, while no attempt is

made to regulate sensibly the temperature of their

living rooms .

Now, the outside temperature being so entirely be-

yond individual control, and the very important prac-

tical matterof sitting, sleeping, and working in rooms

of healthful temperature, with an abundant supply

of pure air, being nearly altogether dependent onone's

own will or judgment, it seems remarkable how
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senselessly the great majority of men and women act

inregard tothermometers.

When I hear a sermon, whose key-note is immor-

tality, I think, "Looking at the thermometer out of

doors again." There sit bedizened mothers, dressed

in painful, unhealthful fashions, with wrinkles deep-

enedby late sewing on over-trimmed garments for

children whose grammar and manners, if not even

morals, must in consequence be neglected. There sit

negligent, ignorant fathers, who,too often, are enabled

to pay pew-rent by universally looking out for the

odd half-cents. There sit our bright, precocious, so-

ciety-crazed boys and girls,-all being attacked from

the outside, as it were. So little is being said to them

in any telling way of health, truth, honor,-practical

right-living, in short, and so manywords expended

concerning peaceful dying and baseless speculations

regarding the "life beyond"!

Instead of trying tobring tears to bereaved mothers'

eyes by repeated pictures of happy meetings with

children "gone before," why not try to accomplish

some certain good result by rousing them to shame

regarding their ignorance and carelessness in rearing

their living children ? Why has there been, is there,

and will there be, so much time, strength, and effort

wasted in useless theorizing about what we cannot

conceive to be capable of logical proof ? And, even

if it could be proved that personal immortality

were true, what possible goodwouldbe done toward

giving any noble, unselfish basis for right action ?

The superstition, the weak, unhealthy theology so

prevalent among our intelligent classes is astonishing.

But, slowly, a more rational code of ethics is teaching

howmuch more essential is practical moral educating

than visionary theorizing about a future existence

and similar metaphysical ideas, which at best can

only touch the masses through their emotions.

PEABODY, Mass., July 3, 1884.

BOOK NOTICES.

FANNY BERGEN.

THE CO-OPERATIVE COMMONWEALTH IN ITS OUTLINES :

AN EXPOSITION OF MODERN SOCIALISM. By Laurence

Gronlund. Boston, Lee & Shepard, Publishers ;

New York, Charles T. Dillingham, 1884. pp. 278 .

This is an earnest and thoughtful book on a sub-

ject to which all earnest people must more and more

give their thought. That there are volcanic elements

beneath the present structure of human society, that

we nowand then hear their rumblings even in this

country, are facts which are only too evident. The

old-fashioned Fourth-of-July oratory, which repre-

sented the American republic as having solved the

question of the woes and wrongs of the world, has

mostly ceased. The question now is whether the

American form of government can control the evils

which are incident to itself; and, meantime, the prob-

lem of its having found the solution of all the politi-

cal and social troubles of mankind is held in sus-

pense. The vast increase among us of a heteroge-

neous mass of people gathered from all countries ,

and subsisting by the crudest kind of labor, the

widening chasm between the rich and the poor, the

growing antagonism between the laborer and the

capitalist, the encroachments of moneyed monopolies

on individual rights, these, to say nothing of the

enormities of degradation, ignorance, vice, and crime

which our laws fail to meet, present conditions of

society quite different from those that existed in this

country two and three generations ago. Are the

political institutions which our fathers established,

the governmental machinery which they devised,

able to cope with these new conditions ? The author

of this book says No. German Socialism is the solu-

tion which he presents for these perplexing problems

of our time. He believes, he says, that " it is time

that a work, containing all the leading tenets of

Socialism in a concise, consecutive form, shouldbe

presented in the English language,-in the language

of the two countries where the social and specially

the industrial conditions are ripening quicker than

anywhere else."

But let no one, frightened by this word Socialism,

turn away from the book as that of an extravagant

and dangerous doctrinnaire . It is a strong book, full

of fact and thought well digested and vigorously ex-

pressed; and, whether one shall accept all its conclu-

sions or not, no earnest reader can fail to find in it

food for much thinking and stimulus to a kind of

thinking that will strive inevitably to take hold of

practical measures for the improvement of society .

The author writes, he confesses, for the thoughtful

few, particularly among younger minds, who may be

convinced of the social principles he advocates, and

who may therefore be prepared, when the present

structure of society shall be broken up, it may be by

revolution, to take the place of leadership to the

struggling masses of the people, and lay the founda-

tions of the Co-operative Commonwealth. Into the

details of the thirteen closely packed chapters and

well-sustained argument we cannot here enter; but

we earnestlycommend Mr. Gronlund's work to all

who are interested, or who from their positions of

responsibility ought to be interested, in practical

sociology. Not least among its merits are its sharp

thrusts, not only into the evils of society, but into

some of the sham reforms proposed for them.

BROKEN ENGLISH : A Frenchman's Struggle with the

English Language. A Handbook of French Con-

versation. By E. C. Dubois. In English andFrench.

Boston: Lee & Shepard. 1884. pp. 77. Price 50

cents.

This little work, arranged in dialogue with English

on one page and French on the opposite, gives some

ludicrous specimens of the difficulties to be overcome

by foreigners in learning the English language, on

account of the apparent incongruities and contradic-

torymeaning of some of its words and idioms, some

of which are of as much annoyance and bewilderment

to English-speaking people themselves as to those just

learning the language. The book will be found use-

ful as an aid to those desirous of improving them-

selves in the colloquialisms of both languages, while

it is sufficiently amusing to interest either the Eng-

lish or French reader ignorant of any language but

his own.

HEALTH BY EXERCISE, By George H. Taylor, M.D.

New York : John B. Alden, publisher.

The fact that this book appears among the excellent

reprints ofMr. Alden is of itself a sufficient guarantee

of its worth. It has been before the public in various

editions for twenty-three years, and is considered one

of the best concise works in exposition of the move-

ment cure now extant. It embraces the "history and

philosophy of medical treatment by this system, in-

cluding the process of Massage, also a summary of

the general principles of hygiene."

THE Revue de Belgique for June gives the conclu-

sion of a remarkably good story, "Claire Miramon,"

also the earnest appeal of Count Goblet d'Alviella

for the more efficient organization of the Belgian

Liberals, a minute account of the educational and

political condition of Greece and Italy, a lecture re-

cently delivered by Prof. Leo Errera at Brussels on

the place of the laboratory in modern science, a long

and appreciative notice of the French translation of

Higginson's Army Life in a Black Regiment, and an

attack on protection, which closes with this item

about America : "The Democrats, who have gained

agreatdeal of ground during the last few years, have

nominated, as candidate for the presidency, that reso-

lute champion of free trade, Mr. Carlisle. His elec-

tion would soon cause a great reduction of the pro-

hibitory tariff of the United States."

THE Unitarian Review for July contains the follow-

ing: "Where are we in Religion?" by Rev. Thomas

R. Slicer; "The New English Dictionary," by C. W.

Ernst; "Idealism in German Ethics," by Rev. J. G.

Brooks ; " A Daring Faith," by Rev. John W. Chad-

wick; and "Relation of the Church of To-day to

Education," by Rev. J. H. Allen. The Editors' Note-

Book treats of "The Mormon Question" and "The

Proposed American Tigris-Euphrates Expedition" ;

while "Studies in History" and "Anniversaries" are

among the matters considered in "Things at Home

and Abroad."

AMONG the designs for Prang just announced are a

series of cards representing bird and flower life in the

Japanese manner, by Miss Fidelia Bridges; a series

of studies from American child-life, by Miss L. B.

Humphrey; some flower studies for advanced stud-

ents, by Mme. Flory; and a humorous series, repre-

senting the merry men of the fairy ring busily en-

gaged in painting the holly berries and polishing the

leaves in anticipation of Christmas jolity, by Mr.

Walter Satterlee.

FROM the annual report of the Willard Asylum for

the Insane, situated inSenecaCounty, N.Y., we judge

that the seventeen hundred patients of that institu-

tionare well cared for and more at liberty in certain

respects than some college students, since they are

allowed to read The Index, the receipt of which is

duly acknowledged. From the same neighborhood

comes the report of the Syracuse Civil Service Re-

form Association, an organization which has done

good work in providing that hereafter not only the

national officials, but those serving the Empire State,

shall be chosen, not by patronage, but by merit,-a

principle not yet fully adopted by Massachusetts.

THE FLORAL WORLD.

ASUPERB, ILLUSTRATED $ 1.00 MONTHLY WILL

BE SENT ON TRIAL

FREE ONE YEAR !

To all who will enclose this ad. to us NOW with 12 2c.

stamps to prepay postage. The Indiana Farmer says:

"Contents interesting and toflower lovers well worth the

price,-$1.00 per year." Sworn subscription list over 12,000

inevery State and Territory, Canada, Great Britain, South

America,Africa, India, and Australia.

Mrs. R. A. Houk, Bingen, Ind., says: "It is the best floral

paper I ever saw." Mrs. J. W. Fay, Big Beaver, Mich.:

"It is magnificent !" Mrs. R. G. Stambach, PerthAmboy,

N.J.: "Have never seen anything half so good." Mrs. J. L.
Shankin, Seneca City, S.C.: "It is just splendid."

ADDRESS

The Floral World, Highland Park, Lake Co., III .

LESSONS

For Liberal Sunday Schools or for Home Use.

I. THE ORIGIN AND GROWTH OF CHRISTIANITY.

Aseries ofTwenty Lessons by Mr. LEWIS G. JANES,

of Brooklyn. Written entirely from the Ration-

alistic stand-point. Prepared originally for use

in Mr. Chadwick's Sunday-school. Each lesson

printed in a separate slip. Twenty-five cents for

the series, including postage.

II. FREEDOM, FELLOWSHIP, AND CHARACTER IN

RELIGION. A series of Five very suggestive Les

sons, by Mrs. KATE GANNETT WELLS. Each lesson

contains enough material for several exercises.

Seven cents for the series, in separate sheets, in-

cluding postage.

III. THE WORLD WE LIVE IN. A Series ofElementary

Lessons in Natural History, by Mr. FREDERIC A.

HINCKLEY. Adapted both to interest and profit a

class of children. In slips. Twenty-five cents for

the series, including postage.

Teachers will do well to examine these lessons. A liberal

deduction made for ten copies or more to one address .

Supplied at THE INDEX office, 44Boylston Street, Boston.

Freedom and Fellowship in Religion.

This is a volume of Essays published by the FreeRelig-

ous Association. It contains "The Nature of Religion,"

by D. A. WASSON; "The Unity and Universality of the

Religious Ideas," by SAMUEL LONGFELLOW; "Freedom in

Religion," by SAMUEL JOHNSON; "Religion and Science,"

by JOHN WEISS; " Christianity and its Definitions," by

WM. J. POTTER; "The Genius of Christianity and Free

Religion," by F. Е. Аввот; "The Soul of Protestantism,"

by O. B. FROTHINGHAM; "Liberty and the Church in

America," by JOHN W. CHADWICK; "The Word Philan-

thropy," by THOMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON; "Religion

as a Social Force," by EDNAH D. CHENEY. Also extracts

from Addresses on the platform of the Free Religious

Association, by Ralph Waldo Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

Dr. Bartol, A. Bronson Alcott, Julia Ward Howe, Charles

H. Malcom, Celia Burleigh, C. D. B. Mills, Horace Seaver,

Isaac M. Wise, Robert Dale Owen, Wm. C. Gannett, Lucy

Stone, F. B. Sanborn, Wendell Phillips, and others.

This book was published eight years ago, but is a live

book still, and is a good answer to the question, What

does"Free Religion" mean?

Price $1.50. Address "FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION,"

44Boylston Street, Boston.
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Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or

Path of Virtue
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The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

landStory
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4.00

Animals and Plants under Domestica- Aroostook AmericanReligion

tion. 2 vols .....

Insectivorous Plants
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CURRENT TOPIOS.

BY B. F. U.

THE Treasury Department, in reply to a circus

manager whether he can bring to this country
Chinese dwarfs and other Chinamen for exhibi-

tion, has decided that Chinese curiosities are not

"Chinese laborers," and hence cancome here with-

out any violation of the Chinese immigrant law.

THE King of Norway, who has been encounter-

ing strongerpopular opposition thanhe had antici-

pated,has unexpectedly made most important con-

cessions to the people. In the latter part of May,

a royal resolution was introduced to stop the trial

of liberal journalists, and the King has put himself

in communication with the leaders of the liberal

party. The result thus far is that the leader of

the opposition is made premier of the New Minis-

try, oneof the members of which is a poor peas-

ant, although a man whose ability in dealing with

financial and other questions has raised him to a

position of importance in the Storthing. Already,

aprogramme has been agreed upon, involving the

admission of the ministers to sittings in the Storth-

ing, an extension of suffrage, reorganization of the

army and of the jury system, and other reforms.

THE English House of Lords, having rejected

Lord Wemyss' compromise resolution promising

to pass the franchise bill on condition of apledge

to consider redistribution in the autumn, the next

three months the agitation in favor of the bill

will divert attention from all other political issues.

There is a strong public sentiment that an un-

representative body, with power to obstruct the

will of the people, is an anomaly in England; and

some of the more radical associations and journals

urge that the agitation include among its objects

the abolition of the House of Lords. The London

Times supports Mr. Gladstone, and predicts that,

instead of dissolving the House of Commons, he

will advise the Queen to create a sufficient number

of liberal peers to outnumber the votes against the

ministry in the upper chamber, which would be a

method in accordance with English constitutional

usage. The House of Lords stubbornly opposed

the great reform act of 1832, which Mr. Glad-

stone's franchise bill merely supplements,-until

the king had promised the ministry that he would

create new peers, when they passed the bill, ren-

dering the exercise of the prerogative of the crown

unnecessary. With or without the creation of

new peers, it is pretty certain that, when Parlia-

ment meets in October and the bill is again sent

to the Lords, they will pass it.

THE New York Freethinkers Association will

hold its next annual Convention at Carsadaga Lake,

N.Y., Sept. 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th. On the 8th

and 9th of September, at the same place, will be

held the eighth annual Congress of the National

Liberal League, the call for which just issued by

T. B. Wakeman, President, Elizur Wright, Vice-

President, and T. C. Leland, Secretary, invites "to

appear or be represented" all "citizens of the

United States, whether they have heretofore acted

with this League or not, who believe in a secular

government and a secular republic; separation of

Church and State; the equality of all citizens

before the law, without distinction of creed or

race or sex; justice for all, and privileges and

monopolies for none; the need of universal secular

education, free speech, and a free press as the basis

of universal suffrage." The call says, "At this

Congress, it is designed to revise the basis of the

League so as to make it so broad and liberal that

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

"Peace," but war, war against the rights of man,

against independence ofthought, freedom of expres-

sion, and the progress of knowledge. The people

of Italy are beginning to see this, and hence their

contempt for this wafer God and the childish cere-

monies performed in the name of religion by men

who oppose every attempt to advance popular re-

form. The time will come when Italy will have

no use for the hordes of ecclesiastics whose influ-

ence has for centuries enslaved and cursed that

fair land. Freed from the trammels of hierarch-

ical authority and emancipated from a faith that

has paralyzed her intellectual life, Rome mayyet

awake from her torpor, renew her vigor, recall

the glory of other days and contribute largely to

the cause of mental freedom and moral progress

against which her influence has so long been
directed.

LAST Thursday, many hearts were saddened by

the news conveyed in a despatch from Meriden,

Conn., printed in the daily papers, that Miss Emily

J. Leonard, of that city, was dead. She died on

the 16th, of heart disease, we understand, at the

age of forty-six. One of the published notices of

her says: "She was widely known as a botanist,

classical scholar, andwriter on political economy,

was greatly interested in woman's work, strongly

believed in female suffrage, andwas a member of

the National Liberal League and Woman's Tem-

perance Association. She was an accomplished

all who sympathize with its general purpose may | French, German, Latin, and Italian scholar, trans-

co-operate with it to the end that a general union

of all citizens of liberal sentiment may result, and

that new officers of the League may be selected

without regard to past differences." There seems

to be a strong sentiment among the present man-

agers of the League for its reorganization on the

basis indicated; but the proposed change is pro-

tested against with indignation, and will be vigor

ously opposed by an active and aggressive "social

freedom" element in the organization, represented

by Mrs. Juliet Severance, who says, "There will be

no backward movement of the League, or I am

greatly mistaken in my estimation of the metal

now comprising it."

lated Blanqui's Political Economy, which is now

used as a text book in many colleges, and was

also noted as an eloquent and interesting public

speaker. " In addition to this, we can, from years

of personal acquaintance with Miss Leonard, aver

that she was a remarkably clear thinker, and was

conscientious and courageous in expressing her

views on all the many subjects in which she felt

an interest. Her knowledge of finance and her

acquaintance with economic questions were exten-

sive and profound. An article from her pen on

money, printed in The Index sometime ago, elicited

from a thinker and a leading lawyer of this city

the remark that it contained more truth and com-

mon sense on the subject than any volume he had

ever read. Miss Leonard was acquainted with the

best works by modern thinkers, which she read in

several languages. In her religious views, she was

very radical. On this subject, as well as others ,

her convictions were the result of careful thought

and study; and shecould defendher position very

skilfully. In her death, The Index has lost one
of its best friends. She was an indefatigable

worker in the cause of education and progressive

thought generally. Hermodesty anddisinterested-

ness were as marked as her ability and learning .

Shewas in Boston during Anniversary Week this

year, and spoke at two or three of the reform

meetings. The last evening she was in the city,

she attended the festival of the Free Religious

Association,where the many friends fromwhom

she parted little thought that in but a few weeks

her voice would be stilled andher eyeswould be

THE Catholic Review informs its readers "that

while the God of Peace, borne aloft in the hands

of his worthy minister Cardinal Vicar of the

Eternal City, was about to bestow his Infinite Ben-

ediction upon all, worthy and unworthy alike, the

all-pervading stillness was broken by rude cries of,

Viva Garibaldi !' 'Live Garibaldi ! Death to the

priests ! ' How long will the patiently enduring

mercy of God tolerate such impious deeds?" It

wasnot ingood taste to divert attention from "the

God of Peace borne aloft in the hands of his

worthy minister" by cries of "Live Garibaldi!"

Itwas indeed positively discourteous to the afore-

said "God of Peace borne aloft," etc. But what

would be the treatment of those who honor the

memory of the red-shirted hero and liberator of

Italy, if the "Cardinal Vicar of the Eternal City"

had the power and authority he once possessed ?

The fact is the aforesaid "God of Peace borne

aloft," etc., who is no God at all, represents not | closed in death.
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VACATION.

The vacation season has become one of the in-

stitutions of American society. More and more

people every year get, at least, abrief respite from

work. More and more families close their city

houses for the summer weeks, and seek refuge in

the country or by the sea. Not only are the

schools closed, but manychurches and benevolent

organizationsnow have a summer vacation. And

the churches are closed, not primarily because

their ministers want a rest,but because the con-

gregations are not at home ; or, if at home,because

they, too, like to have a rest once in a while from

church-going. Vacation, indeed, has become a

matter that has to be taken into account in the

mercantile and financial world as well as in social

affairs. It has wrought change in methods of

business. It has introduced new branches of busi-

ness. Into multitudes of homes it has brought a

new and sometimes perplexing domestic problem;

and it must be admitted that it has brought also

new conditions of social ethics which were un-

dreamedof two generations ago. Agreat popular

watering place ormountain resort presents, for in-

stance, a standard of social morality that is, to say

the least, not always above all cause for anxiety

as concerns those who come under its influence.

There are evils connected with the present mode

of managing the vacation. In the future, it is

likely, some better way will be discovered for so

mingling needed recreation with work that the

long and stated season, now specially given to

recreation, will either not be required or will be

very much modified in character. As it is now,

the American people too generally make a busi-

ness of their recreation. They work hard, and

then they rest hard. More natural and healthful

would it be to mix work and rest amicably

together.

was.

feeling, for increasing companionship, for strength-

ening the faculties of observation, for studying

nature by closer intimacy with her works, for se-

curing quiet hours for reading or meditation to

thosewho may need that change; and all this is

to enrich life at its sources, and hence to give in-

creaseof power for meeting its duties. The ne-

cessity of doing overand over again the samekind

of work that demands no fresh thought is dead

ening to the brain. The effect is as bad as when,

by the opposite evil,the brain is driven from one

meet the obvious requirements of a religion that

shallcommend itself to our deepest thought and

noblest aspiration, and bea natural continuation

of the religious life of all the ages of the past.

ThatMr. Spencer's theory of religion is a ghost

theory is not to be denied. It by no means fol-

lows that his religion is, as Mr. Harrison affirms,

the ghost of religion. His theory of religion is a

ghost theory, because of its connection of religion

in its more primitive forms with men's belief in

ghosts. The development of religion proceeded

perplexing problem to another, until it cannot❘ pari passu with the development of this belief.

cease from the work. Insanity, indeed,begins in

the mind's persisting to play upon one thought-

string until it is unable to play upon any other.

In variety of mental exercise are mental sanity and

health.

Many deeply absorbed business men, with the

responsibilities and perplexities of immense finan-

cial interests resting upon them, are doubtless

saved in their mental balance by their custom of

breaking the severe mental strain through seasons

of recreation. Abraham Lincoln was sometimes

accused of heartlessness, because in the midst of

the horrors of war he occasionally went to the

theatre. The harsh and thoughtless accusation

once came to his ears, and at a time when his

great heart was well-nigh breaking for the woes of

his country. A sad, hurt look is said to have

come over his face at the thought of being so

cruelly misunderstood, as he replied, "I believe

myreason would give way, did I not once in a

while thus try to forget the awful weight of re-

sponsibility that presses upon me." And thus it

The original ghosts were literally "such stuff as

dreams are made of." Dreams argued for the

primitive man another self ; and death was appre-

hendedbut asa longer dream, in which the other

self was "going to and fro in the earth,and walk-

ing up anddown in it." But the first ghosts and

the average ghosts for a long time had no staying

quality. Ceasing tobe dreamed about,they ceased

for the primitive imagination to exist. But, grad-

ually, the ghost became asupernaturalbeing, vari-

ous circumstances contributing to differentiatehis

quality from that of the natural man. Men of

superior force had a persistency in the realm of

ghosts that the majorityhad not. They lived in

song and story, and their sacrifices were not per-

mitted soon to lapse into neglect. So they were

thought of as enjoying a perpetual life, and their

ranks and orders were assigned after the fashion

of men's mortal state. The greater ghosts grew

into gods; and from the multitude of gods there

gradually emerged certain great gods, and great

kings above all gods. With the progress of civili-

is that the burdens of life need to be alleviatedby❘zation, the divergence of the ghost gods from

voluntarily turning the mind from them to other

objects of feelingandthought, not for the sake of

throwing the burdens off or in anyway evading

them,but for invigorating the faculties better to

bear them. And agood manypeople might learn

a lesson here, even if they seldom have oppor-

tunity for a regular vacation or feel no occasion

for it. They might be able to do their duties in

theirhomes or in their business in larger and bet-

ter fashion, if they would now and then relax the

human mortals becamemore clearly marked. At

first, they were conceived as literally eating and

drinking the sacrifices offered them. At first tan-

gible, visible, audible, they ceased in time from all

of these conditions. Simultaneously and in pur-

suance of these changes, there were others in the

mental and the moral attributes of the "gods

manyand lords many." They were conceived as

more intelligent than menand as less grossly pas-

sionate. "A deity who in early times is repre-

sense of work in recreation and widen the outlook| sented as hardening men's hearts so that theymay

of their lives.

Wм. Ј. РотTER.

SPENCER, HARRISON, AND RELIGION.

I.

Of recent discussions that have invited us to

temporary forgetfulness of the political excite-

ments and financial troubles of the time, none has

been carried on with so much intellectual serious-

ness as the discussion between Herbert Spencer

The rest, however, is needed; and, too often, the

rest that is needed means absolute cessation of

effort, in order that overtaxed bodyor mind may

recover their lost balance of health. But, more

generally, the onlykind of rest required is change

fromone line of effort to another, respite of one

set of faculties and the exercise of another set, the

getting out of the ruts of routine, and the freshen-

ing of energy through new scenes, associations,

and subjects of thought. We once knew a school-

teacher who said that she taught school for the

sake of the vacations ; and avery good teacher she

She meant, by the remark, that the teach-

er's occupation offered this regular interval for

breaking away from its own routine of special ob-

ligations and work, and thus gave opportunity for

invigorating the spirit and broadening the mind

bycontact with different scenes and persons. And ❘ and Frederic Harrison upon the "Future of Relig-

this is the great service of the vacation season.

For those who live in great cities of brick and

stone and hot pavements, it is, of course, a great

boon to get into the country or on the sea. Nature

is wholesome, even for those who have no ability

to read her innermost secrets. For those who like

to live near her for her own sake,-those who can

hold inner communion with her, she is more than

wholesome: for such, she is restorer and inspirer.

But, even saying this,we should still say that, for

the majority of people, the great service of the

vacation is the breaking up of the monotonous

order of life, the adaptation of the faculties to

other forms of exercise,and their recuperation by

association with new scenes and persons.

Toget morevariety into life,-this is the secret

of healthful recreation; and this is what the vaca-

tionseason helps to supply. Rightly used, it gives

opportunity for cultivating and gratifying pure

tastes, for widening the range of thought and

ion," and none has been regarded by the more

thoughtful part of thecommunitywith profounder

interest. Manyhave joined their strength to that

of the principal antagonists upon either side, but

only, in the main, to leave the principal antago-

nists conspicuously alone in their appeal to our

sympathy or antipathy, as the case may be. Our

admiration is secure for either champion. If❘

Spencer is superior in wide intelligence and in

the lucid ordering of his thought, Harrison is

superior in the brilliancy and vigor of his style

and in thewarmth of his humanity. The great

commitpunishable acts,and as employing alying

spirit to deceive them, comes to be mostly thought

of as an embodiment of virtues transcending the

highestwecanimagine."

It is Mr. Spencer'sconvictionthat there is noth-

inginthe present state of men's religious thought

and feeling which is not fundamentally accounted

for by his theory of religious evolution. Such

being his retrospect, what is the prospect that as

in a mirror he sees, or thinks he sees, reflected

there, being not less convinced than Shakspere

was that

"There is a history in all men's lives,

Figuring the nature of the times deceased ;

The which observed, a man may prophesy

With a near aim of the main chance of things

As yet not come to life, which in their seeds

Andweak beginning lie intreasured" ?

What does he prophesy? That the religious

consciousness of mankind will neither cease to be

andleave an unfilled gap, nor cease from the ten-

dency to change which has beenthe only unchang-

ing thing about it in the past. It will persist-this

consciousness; but, in order to persist, it will un-

dergo much further change. The acme of relig-

majority of Christian people will agree with Mr.❘ious evolution, from Mr. Spencer's point of view, is

Harrison that Mr. Spencer's doctrine is "the ghost

of religion," but that his own is less ghostly in

any appreciable degree they certainly will not

allow. It is mypurpose in these articles to present

as briefly as may be the view of Mr. Spencer, then

theopposing view of Mr. Harrison, and, finally, to

mark in what degrees, respectively, they fail to

reachedwhenall minor supernatural powers have

been merged in one supernatural power, one om-

nipotent, omnipresent deity. Integration can no

furthergo. If there is any further change, it must

be of the nature of disintegration. And such a

change is seen to be already taking place. The

exact word for it furnishedby Mr. Fiske is a very
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long one,-deanthropomorphization, the elimina-
tion of the man-like from our conception of the

deity. "Iwillcallno beinggood," said John Stuart

Mill, "who is not what Imeanwhen I apply that

word to my fellow-beings." But no sooner has

the religious consciousness eliminated the attri-

butes of deity that make it less than nobly human

than it proceeds to emphasize the attributes as-

cribed to it, such as omnipotence and omnipres-

ence, that make itmore thanhuman, and to elimi-

nate what does not agree with these. As in com-

pletedman begins anew, as Browning says, a ten-

dency to God, so in completedGod begins anew a

tendency to the non-human. The methods of our

humanintelligence and human will are seen to be

incongruous with the nature ofGreat First Cause.

The higher man-likeness of the deity follows the

lower into disrepute with the more thoughtful and

intelligent, until the religious consciousness tran-

scends all the forms of distinct thought, and con-

fesses only an Infinite and Eternal Energy from

which all things proceed.

And this is what Mr. Harrison calls the ghost of

religion. The process of evolution begins with

many ghosts and ends with one. And Mr. Spen-

cer ishimself aware that many will suggest that

any belief, however purified, deriving from aprim-

itive belief (that of the dreaming other-self) which

is absolutely false, must be as false as that. Antic-

ipating this objection, he meets it squarely with

the affirmation that the primitive belief had in it

a germ of truth; namely, "that the power which

manifests itself in consciousness is but a differ-

entlyconditioned form of the power which mani-

fests itself beyond consciousness." Force as it

exists outside our consciousness cannot be like

whatwe know as force within our consciousness ;

but, as either can be generated by the other, they

must be different forms of the same. The Power

which manifests itself in the material universe is

the samePower that we are conscious of in our

ownselves. But the validity of the religious con-

sciousness at the climax of its evolution can be

sustained in terms more apprehensible than these.

Therewas no unreality in the primeval sense of

life inthe material universe. The ghostly expla-

nation of the savage, if insufficient, was most nat-

ural andunavoidable. But it was not his explana-

tion that heworshipped, it was the Seeming Life.

And this same Seeming Life which has been inter-

preted inman-like terms, ever more high and pure

and then subsequently in terms ever less man-like,

is the same Life that is the God of scientific ap-

prehension, and that thrills the hearts of the least

theological of modern men with an ineffable

sense of wonder, mystery, and awe. Wherefore,

the religious consciousness of such modern men

isnot in the least discountenanced by any formal

changes through which the religious consciousness

has passed. An element of reality has inhered in

every step of evolution, and it is the same yester-

day, to-day, and forever.

JOHN W. CHADWICK.

SUPERSTITION OR EPICUREANISM,-ARE

THESE THE ONLY ALTERNATIVES?

All thoughtful people are agreed that supersti-

tion, in every form, ought, as far as possible,to be

banished from human minds; but there is a wide

difference of opinion as to what are the limits of

superstition, and, consequently, as to what would

be left, if it were removed. The pious Catholic,

while classing all other religions but his own as

superstitions, holds that there is no superstition in

the dogmas of his Church, although these include

creation, tri-unity, immaculate conception, and

papal infallibility; the Protestant maintains that

there is much superstition in Catholicism ; the Uni-

tarianholds thesameof all the forms of Protestant-

ism that adhere to the godhead of Jesus of Naza-

reth; the Free Religionist asserts the same of

Unitarianism; and, finally, the Secularist flings

the same taunt at Free Religion. In spite of this

difference of opinion, all these sects, with the

exception of a portion of the Free Religionists,

would, I think, agree that, if supernatural Chris-

tianity were rejected, there would be no alterna-

tive but Epicureanism, or, what is well-nigh equiv-

alent, Secularism. In other words, nearly all

persons who adopt any explicit and conscious atti-

tude to Christianity are of opinion that, if it

ceased to be regarded as, in some sense, a super-

human revelation, there would remain no solid

ground for belief in the supersensuous, that all

theories respecting the immateriality and eternity

of the soul would be no better than poetic fancies,

which, however attractive or soothing to distressed

human nature, are in no way grounded upon

knowledge. And even those exceptional persons

who do not hold that Christian revelation furnishes

the only ground for belief in the supersensuous, are

often ready to confess that the supersensuous can

never be the object of clear, incontrovertible

knowledge, that it can be attained only by faith,-

a faculty which they follow orthodox Catholics

and Protestants in setting down as nobler and

more sublime than knowledge. Taking the secu-

larist's point of view, therefore, and calling all

convictions not based upon knowledge supersti-

tions, we may say generally that to the thought of

the western world there seems to be no alternative

to superstition but Epicureanism.

In saying this, Ido not mean to be disrespectful

either to superstition or to Epicureanism. By

superstition , originally synonymous with religion

(relligio), I mean simply belief in the unseen not

based on knowledge; by Epicureanism, I mean the

simple rejection or ignoring of the unseen, the

attemptto restrict all human interest to the seen

and the temporal. The former is the religion of

all the churches, from the Roman Catholic to the

Unitarian; the latter, the religion of nearly all

persons who stand outside of the churches, by

whatever name they may call themselves, posi-

tivists, Comtists, secularists, members of ethical

societies, atheists, evolutionists, etc. My object is

to show that what may be called the two great

divisions of the modern world-the conservatives

and the liberals, the orthodox and the heterodox

-are agreed on two important points : (1) that

the eternal and unseen is beyond the grasp of

knowledge; and (2) that there is no alternative

between faith and Epicureanism.

This agreement accounts for the two chief ten-

dencies of religious thought at the present day,-

the tendency, on the one hand, to rehabilitate and

glorify faith, and, on the other, the tendency to

show that life would be perfectly satisfactory and

even sublime without those convictions which

wereonce reached by faith. Both these tendencies

Ihold to be vain and unnecessary.

(1) They are vain, because we can never hope

either to restore the unreasoning faith which

alone is valuable, or to satisfy the human heart

and head without a firm assurance of those things

which were once,however imperfectly, grasped by

faith. The former of these assertions will hardly

be questioned by any one likely to read these

words. The latter is equally true. For, disguise

it as they may, secularists and Epicureans are not

happy and contented in their creed; and no one

can read their writings or listen to their talk

without realizing this to be true. The leader of

the French Comtists and the leader of the English

Comtists both admitted this to me less than a year

ago; and I believe every secularist will, in his best

moments, do the same. Such admissions are by

no means discreditable to them, but the reverse ,

testifyingto an amount of honesty and a power of

sacrifice which are far from common. The unsatis-

factoriness of the secular position makes it, I

think, impossible that secularism, however named,

can ever become the ethical or religious basis of

any large number of people; and this conviction

seems to be borne out by facts. Space forbids me

to mention these, although I might easily appeal

to the experience of the Comtists and others .

(2) They are unnecessary, and this is the point

I wish to insist upon here. I wish to maintain

that, besides superstition and Epicureanism, there

is a third alternative, and that this alternative is

knowledge. In other words, I wish to maintain

that all those things which were once reached by

instinct or faithmaybe now reached, in all essen-

tial respects, by clear knowledge of more than

mathematical certainty. These things I under-

stand to be the three facts of (1) freedom of will,

(2) individual immortality, and (3) the existence

of a moral order in the universe. These, it will be

observed, are Kant's postulates of the pure reason,

with the exception that for God is substituted

moral order. For this substitution, I shall account

further on. At present, I wish to assert two things :

first, that the three facts above enumerated are not

postulates at all, not mere exigencies of the reason,

but real facts presented directly in consciousness ;

second, that, unless this were true, it would be

impossible to find any adequate ground for an

ethical system, not to speak of a religious one .

This, I hold, has been sufficiently proved by the

failure of all attempts ever made to construct a

logical system of morals on Epicurean principles.

Without freedom, moral action is meaningless ;

without individual immortality, it is illogical;

without a moral order, it is impossible.

Ido not purpose here to demonstrate the facts

of freedom, immortality, and moral order : indeed,

it would be impossible to do so within the limits

of an article; but I wish to point out the causes

which have led so many people to hold that they

are not demonstrable, and the means which must

be applied in order to render them self-evident.

The intellectual eye is even more dependent than

the physical eye upon what it brings with it.

The circumstances which have obscured the

facts referred to are mainly two, both of which

are philosophical, and even metaphysical, in their

nature. One of them, moreover, is due to scholas-

tic tradition, the other to the rejection of that tra-

dition. The one I shall call "metaphysical mon-

ism," the other "irrational phenomenalism."

Metaphysical monism is the doctrine which holds

that the whole universe is the expression of a

single real principle, an ens realissimum, as the

Schoolmen said. In one form or another, this doc-

trine pervaded almost thewhole of ancient philoso-

phy, and passed, from it through the medium of

scholasticism, into modern thought, which, inwell-

nigh all its forms, is the unquestioning slave of

monism. It is true that in ancient times a few

thinkers of mark, such as Democritus and Emped

ocles, opposed the doctrine; and the same has

been done in modern times by some few philoso-

phers, such as Leibniz and Drossbach. But, on
the whole, it may be said to have remained un-

assailed from the days of Thales to our own,
when it exercises a sway more absolute than ever

before. It matters little what form of philosophy

the thinkers of our time profess: they are all

equally monists,differing only in the name which

they give to their one principle. Theists call it

God; Hegelian idealists call it the Idea; positiv-
ists call it force or, rather, energy; Kantians call

it Thing-by-itself; Fichteans call it Ego; Schelling-
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tion. Theyhave turned science into amere classi-

fication of phenomena, without any underlying

active principles ; morality into a calculation of

the probabilities of pleasure and pain; religion

into a sentimental altruism, which, having no

ground in reason, remains in every case a "matter

of taste." They have made men believe that there

isbut one independent, self-subsistent being in the

universe, of whom little or nothing canbe known,

while all the rest are mere phenomena, which rise,

vanish, and give place to others more brilliant per-

haps, but not more lasting.

ites call it the Absolute; Schopenhauer andHart-

mann call it impersonal will or the unconscious ;

Spencer calls it the Unknowable, etc. Even

thinkers who believe in the atomicity of matter

conceive atoms to be evolved from the one, all-

pervading force. In spite of this all but perfect

unanimity among contemporary thinkers, the doc-

trine in question is absolutely without ground,

either in thought or nature. There is not one fact

known that would tend to prove that the world is

the product or expression of a single real principle.

Not only so, but many of the best established

theories of modern science are absolutely incom-

patible with it; for example, the most popular of

them all, evolution. We neither know nor can

conceive any form of evolution without action and

reaction, in other words, without duality. Noth-

ing evolves without an environment, and a single

universal principle could have no environment.

To talk of unity evolving intoduality or plurality

is to talk absolute nonsense. If we examine can-

didly the facts of nature and mind, we shall be

drivento the conclusion that the phenomenal uni-| shall find some, and that, too, where they might

verse is the result of the interaction of an infinite

multitude of essentially independent, dynamically

interdependent entities, which we can in no way

conceive except as spiritual beings, such as we

recognize ourselves to be. As Drossbach some-

where puts it, "The universe is a community of

gods," by which hemeans acommunity of eternal,

self-existing entities, capable of infinite progress

through interaction and involution. It is the tra-

ditional prejudice of metaphysical monism that has

obscured this important fact.

Irrational phenomenalism is that wide-spread

prejudice, maintained by several schools of thought,

that our knowledgenevercan extend beyond phe-

nomena to grasp substance. This position is both

logically and psychologically false. Unless we

know what substance is, we can never say whether

it is attainable by thought or not : therefore, the

assertion involves a logical contradiction. Again,

so far arewe from being unable to reach beyond

phenomena to, substance that we cannot be con-

scious of a single phenomenon without being con-

scious of substance. Say what you will, all appear-

ances are transient relations, involving terms which

are not themselves transient, but immanent; that

is, substantial. And this is not a deduction from

abstract principles, but a fact presenteddirectly in

consciousness, and expressed in every utterance of

it. The disappearance of substance (which, under

another aspect, is cause) from modern thought is

due to the fact that Locke used the term impres-

sion to designate a fact of experience, and then,

caught in the net of his own metaphor, virtually

denied that what made the impression could

be a fact of consciousness. This denial was ex-

plicitly developed by his successors, and particu-

larly byHume, fromwhom it passed, in one form,

into German philosophy, in another, into English

and French philosophy. In this way, it has be-

come a standing prejudice of modern thought,-a

prejudice from which only a few persons, mostly

such as are acquaintedwith ancient and scholastic

philosophy, are able to emancipate themselves.
The result of this prejudice is that the universe has

come to be regarded as a series of phenomena or

relations which relate nothing, and that all notions

of permanent individuals have been tabooed in

modern thought. Naturallyenough, if there are no

permanent individuals, there is no personal immor-

tality; and this conclusion is now so widely ad-

mittedas to be almost the characteristic mark of
the"advanced thinker."

Metaphysical monism and irrational phenome-

nalism have together reduced science, morality,
and religion to their present unsatisfactory condi-

Having thus spoken of the causes of the present

pass to which thought and morals have been

brought, we must now ask by what means an

escape from this pass may be achieved ? Wemay

answer at once: by the rejection of all those sys-

tems of thought that are tinged and contaminated

with metaphysical monism or irrational phenome-

nalism, and a resolute, persistent study of the

beings that present themselves in consciousness.

In this study, we shall not find many aids; but we

be least expected,-among the Schoolmen. In

rejecting monism and phenomenalism, and return-

ing to scholasticism, we shall have to admit that

what we reject has had its use in destroying the

superstition which in the Middle Age made the

further progress of scholasticism impossible, and

so enabling us, profiting by the labors of the

Schoolmen, to carry the highest truths out of the

region offaith into that of pure knowledge.

The philosophical cry at the present hour is,

"Let us go back to Kant." I think we must go

much farther back,-back beyond the breach in

thought caused by Descartes and Locke, back to

Thomas, Bonaventura, and Dante, men who, still

clinging to faith with the deepest instinct of their

souls, labored, with the sublime devotion that

comes of faith, to pass from faith to knowledge,

ognize that God,whom metaphysical monism has

sometimes tried to make a person (or three per-

ideal, is simply the intrinsic moral order existing

sons) and always to make real, is in truth purely

in all beings, as beings. In this way, we shall dis-

cover that the human soul is not only immortal,

but also moral in its very essence and constitution.

We shall learn that the true philosophy is not pan-

theism or atheism,but panentheism, that God is in

every real being, the ideal law of its essence and

action, the law which to follow is freedom and

blessedness, which to transgress is slavery and

woe, the law whose objectivity forms conscience

and right.

The "religion of the future," then, will, I be-

lieve, be neither superstition nor Epicureanism,

but something farhigher than either and growing

out of their conflict. In saying this, Ido not wish

to disparage superstition or Epicureanism. Both

havedone, and are stilldoing, good. But Ido say

that they are not capable of meeting the intellect-

ual, moral, and religious needs of the future.

Faith is plainly doomed to perish, and comfort,

even though made universal, can never be the

fruition of existence. Comfort and all other

materialities, including even the body itself, are,

after all, only means enabling the soul to come

nearer and nearer to its goal, which is the realiza-

tion in itself of perfect knowledge, perfect love,

andperfect free activity; or, in one word, perfect

holiness. For this reason, the lawof alltruehuman

progress is the complete subordination of the ma-

terial to the spiritual. When the highest material

prosperity is attained, it may, unless it is subor-

dinated to the spirit, become a curse and not a

blessing: whereas, the true heroic spirit may reach

the sublimest heights in the complete absence of

almost every material comfort. Jesus of Naza-

reth, dying on the cross, is nearer the goal of

humanity than Dives clad in fine linen and faring

true, though everyhumanbeing were aDives.

The spiritual destitution of the world is to-day

far deeper and more heart-rending than the mate-

rial destitution, and calls for more immediate and

more strenuous effort. Moreover, the latter can

never disappear until the former is remedied ; for

material destitution is the result of selfishness,

and selfishness is spiritual destitution. Selfishness

is the devil, who wars against freedom, immor-

tality, and moral order; against intellect, love, and

beneficent energy. Cast out selfishness, and you

will usher in the kingdom of heaven andits right-

eousness, to which all other things are added.

menwho, in the words of Anselm, "believed that | sumptuously every day; and this would be equally

they might understand." Much of what these men

wrote has, undoubtedly, lost all value and mean-

ing for us; but, after all this has been subtracted,

there still remains a considerable residue of accu-

rate method, clear-cutting terminology, and even

demonstrated saving truth, which will wellrepayany

amount of labor we may spend upon their works.

Much of the labor,moreover, that we might other-

wise have been obliged to spend upon them, has

been spared us by the writings of a manwho re-

sumed all their best thoughts and theories, cor-

recting and supplementing them, as far as an

honest Catholic might, from more modern sources,

-Antonio Rosmini, who, in spite of his religion,

was, I believe, the greatest thinker of modern

times.

If we study the great Schoolmen in the light of

this man's labors, and prescind from the dogma-

tism common to both, we shall arrive at a series

of insights and clear principles upon which we

may build up a system of philosophy capable of

restoring, as knowledge, whatmodern thought has

annulled as faith. By grasping the distinction

drawnbythe Schoolmen andsharpened byRosmini

between the ideal and the real,we shall readily
come to see what dogma forbade them to see ;

namely, that though, on account of the nature of

this unity is purely ideal, and the real itself is es-

our knowledge, we must think the real as a unity,

restoring the ideas of substance and cause, ban-

sentially manifold, and must be so. Moreover, by

ished from thought by Locke's silly metaphor, to

their proper place,we shall be able to recognize

nature of spirit, immaterial, self-existent, and

that every entity which is truly real is of the

hence eternal, and that our own souls are such
entities. At the same time, we shall further rec-

THOMAS DAVIDSON.

THE FIRST IDEA OF A COLLEGE FOR

WOMEN.

In my paper on "Utopias," I believe I men-

tioned Defoe's Essay on Projects , published in

1697. One of his chapters is concerned with pro-

posals for an Academy for Women. It seems to

be the first account wehave of such an institution.

of his time, andby the veryway inwhich he half

Defoe reflects unconsciously the low tone of morals

apologizes for his project of an academy proves

how low an estimate of woman was prevalent in

the age just preceding Smollett and Richardson.

"Some Severities of Discipline would be neces-

tation of the House."

sary," says Defoe, "in order to preserve the Repu-

without any Jettings, or Bearing-Work, that the

"The Building shou'd be of Three plain Fronts,

Eye might at aGlance see from one Coin to the

Figure, with a large Moat,and but one Entrance.

other; the Gardens wall'd in the same Triangular

When thus every part of the Situation was con-

triv'd as well as might be for discovery and to
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render Intrieguing dangerous, I wou'd have no

Guards, noEyes,no Spies set over the Ladies,but

shall expect them to be try'd by the Principles of

honour and strict Virtue." Every one entering

the house should sign the rules or laws thereof,

andnooneshouldbecompelledtoremaininthein-

stitution if unwilling. Nocourting orsparking to

be allowed. Any girl whowished to marrymust

leave the institution, and any other desiring to

escape animportunate lovermight enter the insti-

tution. "It wou'd be cruelty to bar the sex of

Musick and Dancing, because they are their Dar-

lings. But besides this, they shou'd be taught

Languages, as particularly French and Italian;

and Iwou'dventure the Injury of givingaWoman

more Tongues than one."

"Awoman of Sense and Manners," continues

Defoe, "is the Finest and most Delicate Part of

God's Creation ; ... her Society is the Emblem of

sublimer Enjoyments; her person is Angelick, and

her Conversation heavenly."

"Methinks Mankind for their own sakes, since

saywhat we will of the Women,we all think fit

one time or other to be concern'd with 'em, shou'd

take some care to breed them up to be suitable and

serviceable, if they expected no such thing as De-

light from 'em.... In short, Iwou'd have Men take

Women for Companions, and Educate them to be fit

for it. A Woman of Sense and Breeding will

scorn as much to encroach upon the Prerogative

of the Man, as a Man of Sense will scorn to

oppress the Weakness of the Woman. But, if the

Women's Souls were refin'd and improv'd by

Teaching, that word wou'd be lost; to say the

Weakness of the Sex as to Judgment wou'd be non-

sense, for Ignorance and Folly wou'd be no more

tobe found amongWomenthan Men."

Aquaint booklet that appeared oneyear before

thepreceding is John Bellers' Proposals for Rais-

ing a Colledge of Industry of All Useful Trades

andHusbandry, with Profit for the Rich, a Plenti-

ful Living for the Poor, and aGood Education for

Youth, etc. The "Colledge of Industry" is a sort

of FourieristicPhalanstère, Co-operative Store, and

Shaker Community, or "St. George's Guild," com-

bined. It is "an epitome of the world for trades" ;

tocontainaLibrary of Books, a "Physick-Garden,"

etc. "It should be called a Colledge rather than a

Work-house, because a Name more grateful; and

besides, all sorts of useful Learning may be taught

there." The members are to wear uniforms, and

there are to be distinct apartments for the men

and the women. The concern is to be a sort of

stock company, founded by the rich, who will

make a profit from it, "part of which may be

taken in Woolen and Linnen Cloth, Shooes, Stock-

ings, etc."

There is a good, albeit unconscious, satire in

Bellers' quiet answer to the supposed objection of

an opponent, that the rich would have all the profit

in the concern. "The Rich," he says, "have no

otherway of living but by the Labour of others,"

which reminds you of Ruskin's terrible arraign-

ment of the English lords, calling them "strong-

bodied paupers compelling their dole from the

farmers." Bellers supposes that two hundred

workers of all tradeswould be able to find neces-

saries for three hundred, and what manufactured

articles the others wouldmakewould be profit for

the founders. Therewouldbe,insuch an institu-

tion, a saving in shopkeepers, "lawsuites," bad

debts,dearbargains,loss oftime for want ofwork,

beggars,house-room, firing, cooking, brewing, bak-

ing, etc.,while clothing hurt in the making could

bewornbythe members of the "Colledge." All of

which seems to be an anticipation of Fourier,
Saint-Simon, and Brook Farm.

W. S. KENNEDY.

RESCUE OF THE GREELY PARTY.

Lastweek, the daily papers were enlivened and

the whole civilized world electrified by a bit of

sensational news which stirred the hearts of the

peopleof two continents with one of those touches

of nature which "make the whole world kin,"-

news which brought tears of mingled gladness and

sorrow to the eyes of strong men, and made the

most thrilling pages of the last new novel seem

tame by comparison even to romance-devouring

boys and girls. We refer, of course, to the thrill

ing and pathetic account of the dramatic rescue of

the Greely party, which had been for three years

buried from the world inthe regionsof eternal snow

and ice. The terrible suffering, the brave endur-

ance, and the heroic daring of this party of twenty-

five men, seventeen of whom laid down their lives

in unflinching sacrifice in the cause of scientific

research, has no parallel outside of the pages of

romance;whilenoromancecould so strongly appeal
to our sympathies as this true recital, for, even in

the most sensational fiction, the heroes inwhomwe

are interested usually meet the reward of their

heroism before the story ends. But seventeen of

these heroes went to their horrible death by cold

and slow starvation, without hope or reward, save

the inward consciousness of what they had done

and tried to do toward increasing the world's

knowledge and furthering its progress. In the

face of the spontaneous enthusiasm which the news

of the rescue of the seven survivors (one of them

since dead) of the fated Greely expedition must

have aroused in the home andbirthplace of its com-

mander, wecan easily understand and explain even

the apparent inconsistency, noted andcommented

upon by one of our daily papers, of a confessed

agnostic, such as the biographer of Voltaire, break-

ing out into the worshipful words of "Old Hun-

dred" in joyful exultation; forwe should,we imag-

ine, under the circumstances be almost ready to

sing "Praise God" or any other power which could

ormight make such a rescue possible, when twenty-

four hours more of delay would have been fatal

to those few brave men who were thus given a

hope to see home and friends once more, even

though, on "sober second thought," we might be

disposed to wonder why the greater portion of the

party, those as innocent, as self-sacrificing, as ear-

nest, and probably as religious men, though pos-

sessing less physical hardihoodthantheir surviving

companions, should have been permitted to die un-

helped and unaided in their misery, in spite of

their probable prayers for such help and succor.

The old adage that "truth is stranger" (and, we

may add, stronger) "than fiction" was never better

exemplified than in the simply told story of the

rescue of the survivors of the Greely arctic expe

dition. In illustration of this, wequote one para-

graph from the report of an interview with the

commander of the rescuing party: "On the 22d

of June," he says, "while lying off Cape Sabine

in Smith's Sound, ... we sighted signals of dis-

tress at a distance of about two miles. It was

about 9 o'clock P.M., and the sunshining brightly,
but bitterly cold. After considerable trouble, we

steamed down toward the pack ice upon which

they were; and a horrible sight met our eyes.

Lieut. Greely, Brainard, Fredericks, Long, Bier-

derbick, and Connell were crying like children,

andhugging eachother frantically. Theyseemed
frantic with joy. I put off in acutter,andafter

great difficulty reached them. They flew at me,

and I first imagined they were crazy. They seized

each of themenin the boat,hugged them, kissed

their hands, and did everything onecould imagine
toshow their joyandgratitude. Allbut poor Eli-

he could not move. He lay still on the ground

and moaned. The others of the party, also, were

more or less frost-bitten; but theyseemed to forget

their sufferings." "Where were the remaining

members of the expedition?" "Dead." And, as

hesaid this, his eyes moistened. "Yes, dead, and of

the mosthorrible ofdeaths, starvation. Theparty

on the ice looked as if they could not live five

hours, they looked so feeble, notwithstanding the

almost superhuman strength theyhadshown when

we reached them. Slowly, one by one, seventeen

of the party had yielded up their lives to the

demon starvation."

EDITORIAL NOTES .

BY B. F. U.

S. A. U.

THE Pall Mall Gazette is very direct in threaten-

ing the House of Lords. "If," it says, "the com-

promise on the franchise bill is rejected, the

Liberals will not sheathe the sword until they ex-

terminate a power which is incompatible with the

government of modern England."

THE INDEX will give some attention to the

series of lectures on Emerson, to be delivered in

the Concord School of Philosophy, July 23-30, as

well as to the discussion of Immortality, inwhich

Mr. John Fiske, Dr. W. T. Harris, and Rev. A. P.

Peabody will take part onJuly31 andAugust 1.

TWO STATUES of Diderot are now on exhibition

at the Salon in Paris. The centennial anniversary

of his death will be commemorated in this country

as well as in Europe on July 30. The day follow-

ing, The Index will publish an essay on Diderot

from the pen of Mr. F. M. Holland, showing that,

although the great encyclopaedist had his faults,

there was much in him which should be remem-

bered andhonored by every friend of freedom and

progress.

THE Boston Transcript, referring to theprotests

of a Sabbath committee in New York against

Sunday concerts in Central Park, remarks, "As

usual, the objections proceed entirely from the

inability of the members of the committee to ap-

preciate the needs of humanity." The Springfield

Republican thinks that "there are worse offences

against the sanctity of the Lord's daythan giving

fresh air and rest and music to people too hard-

worked and too poor to find them in any other

way."

MR. OLIVER JOHNSON, in the Christian Union,

denies that there were, so far as he knows, any

"infidels" among the Garrisonian abolitionists .

The word "infidel," if used in an offensive sense,

is certainly not applicable to any of the men and

women whom Mr. Johnson has nobly vindicated

from unjust charges brought against them in

the Congregationalist; but, as the word "infidel" is

now commonly used, and as defined by the Chris-

tian Union, it just as fairly indicates the position

of Henry C. Wright, Marius Robinson, and Parker

Pillsbury, inregard to the BibleandChristianity,
as it does that of Thomas Paine.

THE Catholic Mirror says : "If Jesus Christ is

God,as is plainly taught in the Bible, and Mary

is his mother,does itnot plainly follow that she is

the Mother ofGod? She is the connecting link in

the hypostatic union ofGod and Man, without
which wondrous fact the universe is an absolute
riddle." This reminds us ofwhatan Irish reporter

for a Portland, Ore.,paper remarked of a lecture
wegavesomeyears ago inthat city: "The gentle-

manwas very abstruse," he wrote; "but it struck

us that his premises were hypothetical, while his

son: his feet and hands were so badly frozenthat I conclusions were categorical." Of course, if Christ
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is God andMary is his mother,Mary is the Mother

ofGod. That is certain. But, if Christ isn't God

and Mary isn't his mother, then what ? Why, then,

she is not themother of God; andin the hypostatic

union, aforesaid, there is, so far as Mary is con-

cerned, "a missing link." But howdoes the imag-

inary "hypostatic union of God and man" solve

the problem of the universe ? Our quotation from

the Mirror is in reply to the "comical infidel rea-

soning" of the Investigator, which cannot under-

stand how "the Supreme Being, the Eternal and

Infinite Spirit, the Creator and the Sovereign of

the universe, as He is called, had a Mother as hu-

man beings have."

SAYS Paul Bert, in the Fortnightly Review : "The

Church has opposed the progress,not only of lib-

erty of thought, that is within her rôle,-but also

of popular education, of which she seems to fear

the consequences above everything. She has be-

come aristocratic and royalist, identifying her

cause with that of the ancient régime, and con-

sidering the prince who has just died at Frohsdorff

as the sole legitimate authority. She has again

and again threatened the existence of the Republic,

and has taken part in the elections against all

candidates who represent liberal and democratic

ideas. The charges ofher bishops and the sermons

of her curés have too often been filled with the prot-

estations against the state of society that has

sprung from the French Revolution, with attacks

upon the government which France has freely

chosen, and with insults against the representatives

of the country. And, moreover, in aid of its belli-

cose propensities, the Church employs,not only the

powerful influence which it wields over the souls

of its believers, but also that which the civil power

has given, either by the concordat or subse-

quent laws, or by its weakness and concessions

inpractice."

GEN. STILES, of Chicago, a lawyer of ability

and large experience, and a prominent free thinker,

in a recent lecture before Mr. Salter's Society, said

that in his opinion "the really criminal classes are

thosewho make crime respectable," among whom

he included some of "our generous leading citi-

zens," who in a corporate capacity set themselves

up to corrupt. the common council, in order to

procure valuable franchises which the people

would not give them,had they the power to pre-

vent it; men who own the property that is leased

for gambling houses and other disreputable pur-

poses; who seek to gain political advantages by

manipulating false ballots; who decline to help

overthrow a ring or even to serve as jurors, when

they can avoid it; who unblushingly engage in

wholesale adulteration of standard commodities,

or in spurious manufacture of them. Out of the

abundant proceeds of their dishonesty, they give

now and then a few hundred dollars to some well-

advertised object, and receive the flattery of the

people upon whose ignorance they thrive. "The

howling mob which tramples upon property and

rights merely does in a blind and awkward way

what these men do smoothly and in the odor of

sanctity." There is evidently much truth inGen.

Stiles' statements.

A PARAGRAPH in The Index, a few weeks ago,

stated that, in the last censustin France,“75,000,-

000 [when the number shouldhave been 7,500,000]

persons registered themselves as having no religion

against 29,000,000 Catholics." The error was so

palpable amisprint that we did not deem it worth

while to point it out in a subsequent number of the

paper. But the Catholic Review dances withdelight

at the discovery of the error, and assumes that the

statement was made deliberately in ignorance as to

the actual population of France. "This," it says,

"is a startling statement, but not so very extraordi-

nary for a Protestant paper; for they (sic) daily

publish such untruthful statements regarding the

Catholic Church." It is always gratifying to learn

that we have been the cause or the occasion of

harmless pleasure to others; and not evenpride in

the typographical correctness of this paper makes

us regret in the least that a misprint in its col-

umns has afforded an esteemed contemporary the

novel experience and the rare luxury of discover-

ing, combating, and refuting,--refuting statisti-

cally, argumentatively, and overwhelmingly, with

atriumphant shout of victory, an error, a gigantic

error, an error with "millions in it !"-an error,

too, in "that organ of light, The Index, published

in the City of Culture." It is true indeed that

"Peace hath her victories

No less renowned thanwar."

SAYS the Commonwealth of Bradlaugh : "No rea-

son that is a reason has in any moment been

shown why the duly elected member from North-

ampton is not entitled to his seat. The justice of

the claim is so evident to common sense, and is so

certain to be in time conceded, that the denial of

it now seems futile in the extreme, except as a tem-

porary obstacle. In England as in America there

are classes in which the right of a religious non-

Christian to take part in government is denied.

Who doubts God, it is said, doubts man and virtue ;

and from such a subject only ill can come. Of

course, to these self-elevated judges, non-participa-

tion in the affairs of State does not mean exemption

from taxation, exception from the order of the laws,

or the right of inaction in time of public danger.

The bigots do not thus carefully and fairlycarryout

their arguments. And here, we contend, is just

where the weakness of this reactionary opposition

is shown. If we carefully inspect its pretensions,

we see how prominently the senility appears, not

alone in this controversy, but as unweariedly urged

against the right of woman to suffrage and legal

equality.... A law that can stand the oath of the

liar can stand the oath of the honest man.

cases asBradlaugh's, so soon tobe beyond possible

repetition,are settled in the light of this succinct

statement."

Such

A DETACHMENT of the Salvation Army, under

thecommand of Major Moore,who is the head of

the army in this country, held a meeting at Salem,

Mass., last week called the "devil fight." The hall

was full. On the platform were eighteen or

twenty soldiers, laddies and lassies, with thirty

or forty other persons. Up and down the aisles

marched anumber of lassies in red jerseys, shout-

ing "amen" and "glory hallelujah" in response to

remarks from the platform. In the audience, boys

were selling copies of the War-Cry and girls were

selling salvation fans. Hymns were sung, drums.

werebeaten, tambourines, which the women swung

over their heads, were played, and the soldiers

shouted, stamped, and clapped their hands in the

wildest excitement. The major made a speech, in

which he said, "Religion is like supper: it don't

do anygood, unless you get some of it." At one

time, the report says, "the whole hall was a sea of

waving handkerchiefs." After Scripture reading,

story-telling, and singing,which were almost every

moment interrupted by shouts of "amen," cheers,

and laughter from the Salvationists, Major Moore

introduced "Jumbo," a Dutchman, who weighs

three hundred pounds, and the "Yorkshire relic,"

who is a two hundred and fifty pound Yorkshire-

These two fellows stepped forward, hugged

mony." Banjo music and singing followed. The

each other, and proceeded to give their "testi-

performance was as unique as it was lively.

man.

THE Catholic Examiner says that The Index,

"with its customary ability, has rightly interpreted

themeaningof the Examiner regarding the neces-

sity of religion in public schools. Nor has it

failed to notice the truly American spirit of fair

dealing which we wish at all times to characterize

our intercourse with our fellow-citizens. The Ex-

aminer does not wish that the religion of the

public schools of this country should be exclu-

sively Catholic. As Americans, we thoroughly

realize that we have no right, under the Constitu-

tion of our country, tocall upon the same to aid

us directly or indirectly in eradicating the Protes-

tantism of Protestant children. This we acknowl-

edge; though, of course, in the spiritual order, we

admit of no equality between Catholicity and

Protestantism. Were we examining this matter

as Catholics and not as Americans, we would

boldly maintain that before God no man has a

right to be other than a Catholic,since we believe

Catholicity is the only true religion." "In the

words of The Index," continues our contemporary,

"the Examiner 'would admit both Catholic and

Protestant instruction in the schools.' It would

also agree to the instruction of children in the

Hebrew religion, and, in fact, for the religious

instruction of all for whom an honest plea of con-

science can be presented." "All parents support

the schools : all parents should therefore have the

consciences of their children equally respected.

In this, however, we do not include infidels and

unbelievers. The Constitution is to protect con-

science, not infidelity; for the latter, not acknowl-

edging any religion, cannot claim for its followers

theprotection ofconsciences which necessarily pre-

suppose religion." The Examiner adds, "We hope

The Index does not at this late day advocate a

purely secular system of education." We are left

to guess how much our contemporary includes

under the term "religion," and what classes of

thinkers it includes among "infidels and unbe-

lievers," by what authority it would have decided

whether a parent's or child's conscience should be

protected, and how different religions could be

taught in our schools consistently with their har-

mony and efficiency. What we "at this late day

advocate" is a purely secular education in our

public schools, leaving all the different theological

doctrines to be taught outside of them at the ex-

pense of those who believe in the indoctrination of

their children in theology.

For The Index.

THE UNPARDONABLE SIN .

Oh, terrible the preaching of the word

Was to the tender heart in days of old ,

When Sinai's thunders echoed through the aisles,

And far amid the shadowed arches rolled,

"There is a sin cannever be forgiven

In this world, neither in the world to come."

Beneath the crushing horror of the thought

Many ahopeless soul was strickendumb.

Relaxed the palsying terror of the word,

Relaxed the stern belief of elder days,

No longer yawns the dreadful fiery pit,

No longer children tremble in amaze

Tohear the ways of God to men proclaimed;

For Christian charity and love have grown,

And chains no longer hold the inquiring mind,

Butwith the rack and stake have haply flown.

But still the everlasting truth remains,

Andmust remain while God himself abides;

That as a man doth sow, so shall he reap,

ThatGodwill findhim out where'er he hides;

That good still follows good, and evil ill,

In this world, all worlds: oh, when man begins

To know this truth, then must heplainly see

That all sins are unpardonable sins!

HATTIE TYNG GRISWOLD.
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For The Index.

Permanence and Simplicity of the Ego.

BY WILLIAM ICRIN GILL.

By the simplicity of the ego, I mean that it is not

anaggregation of parts and particles, but one and the

samehomogeneous thing throughout, simply a force

which is able to be and to do and suffer so and so.

This doctrine stands opposed to the theory of or-

ganic atomism, whether the atoms be the monads of

Leibnitz or the material particles of Epicurus and

Lucretius or of modern chemistry and evolution. It

is opposed to the dualism of mind and matter of all

ages. Still more is it opposed to the theory of a few

indifferent ages and recent times who have held to

a trichotomy of substances in the human individual.

From all these, the doctrine of the simplicity of the

egoneeds tobe well discriminated and defended.

The Constant and Perduring Ego.

There is a sense in which the ego is rightly con-

sidered as various, complex, and multiplex. This is

the organic ego, which is inconstant, variable, local.

But this is not a full account of the ego, and it be-

comes false whentaken for the whole and proper ego .

All along ourhistory, through all the changes of our

experience, both organic and inorganic, the ego as-

serts itself as abiding the same simple, indivisible,

and unchanged (yet changed) and continuous ego, as

a perfect unity without parts or organs . The stars of

childhood are the stars of maturity and old age, and

Iwho saw them then am the very one who sees them

now. If they have changed, I have not. With all

my modal changes since childhood, I am the very

same person I was then,-the very same substance

and reality, nothing removed, nothing added. All

the changes I have undergone in the long interval are

only modal, while I remain the same individual force

in which all the changes occur, and which evolves

them allfrom and in itself, because such is its abiding

nature. Thus, through all the successions of the

memory, and far beyond, the ego is the same.

not memory, nor the continuity of consciousness,

which makes it the same, though these may help a

certain class of verifications. The ego exists, and

exists through all these changes, which are only and
always its modalmutations .

Itis

Wemusthere refer again to the commonplace in

philosophy, and signalized by Kant, that change is

only possible in the permanent. Without a perdur-

ing permanent, there is no possible change, but only

successive annihilations and creations; and, as the

latterhorn of the alternative is inadmissible, the first

is inevitable. Not creation, but evolution, is the

nature of all known change in the varying and suc-

cessive phenomena of the world. In accordance

with this, all the atomists admit and contend that

there is a great perduring world whose total force

remains the same through all kosmic changes. The

same principle surely holds good for the ego, espe-

ciallywhen we consider that the great world is the

ego. All its forms are known only as sensations, and

hence its source and subject is the ego, which is the

substantive force and generator of all phenomena.

Thus there is certainly an unchanging ego which re-

mains the same through all atomistic mutations and

combinations.

Its Immortality.

What remains the same through all the mutations

of the human organization and of the kosmic world

may be reasonably presumed to remain or continue

to exist through the mutations of the dissolving or-

ganism. Its annihilation is declared to be incon-

ceivable whenit is contemplated as the kosmic force,

which is the ego, though unrecognized as such by the

kosmicists. In short, the ego full and proper is the

unchanging subject of all phenomena, the abiding

force which is the cause of all change, and which

must forever change because it is a force, and yet

must remain the same force .

The great law of change in the past, so far as

known to us, is one of progress. Man is the evolved

product of all the innumerable past changes. And

man, as an individual substance and force, did not

beginhis existence with his organic birth. Innumer-

able were his successive births and lives and deaths

before that; for he had previously existed in every

type and form from chaos up to mammal, yet re-

maining ever the same in all the great features of life

constituting the world (which yet was always chang-

ing), and at the same time undergoing specific changes

inorganic evolution. What has lived in and through

and constituted all these forms and changes is not

likely to perish with the dissolution of the present

organism.

In the next place, our survival of the organic ego

is supported by our doctrine of the simplicity of the

nature of the ego. As it is not organic, it cannot be

disorganized nor dismembered nor in any wise fun-

damentally affected by any possible changes.

It is supported by our doctrine of the ego as a force,

which is the source of all its own changes, that is, of

all the changes of the universe whose soul it is; and

so there is no known or conceivable force to operate

on it from without and hurt it.

The organic ego is mortal; and, if this were all there

is of us, the notion of immortality would be baseless.

But this is the doctrine of materialism, not ours. Let

materialists perish, if they wish, as they will, and

their doctrine, too; and thesooner the better. Doubt-

less, they will die hard, and will endeavor to prolong

their existence by feeding on our argument, as moth

and mice often feed on fine garments when they can

getat them in a darkplace.

They will plead that the external world is only

known through the senses of the organism, so that,

if these are all destroyed, the whole universe is to us

blotted out, and conscious existence and individuality

are destroyed. This is a combination of truth and

error, both as to fact and inference.

In the first place, we do not see the external world

through the senses, as we see things outside the house

through a window, as is often supposed. We are not

inside the organism as the organism is inside the

house. The organism and all the universe are in us,

and we see the extra-organic world directly as a

spirit-power, super-organic. The eye is blind, the

ear is deaf, and the tongue is dumb, the palate knows

nothing of taste nor the hand of touch. It is only I

who know and do all these things; and all the senses ,

total and several, that is, the whole organism and

all its forms and motions, are only so many sensa-

tions, as are all the forms and motions of the world

beyond; and these senses of our body have no more

power of discernment or experience than those rocks

or clouds or stars which are equally sensations .

There is a law of connection between organic experience

and extra-organic experience. This is the statement

of the truth and of allthe truth on this subject. The

soul sees both, and all things directly, but only in

accordance with certain subjective laws (and there

are no other laws). There is, therefore, no logical

difficulty in conceiving that the soul may develop a

power of knowing what answers to sensible phenom-

ena, though the present organism be dissolved. In

whatwe call the normal state of the present order,

the two classes of perceptions, the organic and extra-

organic, are lexically connected; but this, so to speak,

is only an accident. It may at any time be changed

by the ever-active forces of evolution within the soul.

Still, the possible proved is no proof of the fact; yet

since the soul, and not the senses, and that directly,

discerns extra-organic objects, we have here a ground

onwhich, in connection with other material, wemay

build up a probable argument for conscious activity

after the dissolution of the body, and plenty of other

material is at hand.

This material, in addition to the arguments fur-

nished above, is found in the set of facts which has

given rise to the doctrine of sensible relativity that

experiences change with the changing conditions and

circumstances and forms of the organism. Howdif-

ferent the world of the ant, the fly and elephant and

man ! Now, all evolution of the past has been a

change of the modes of the subject, which has thus

attained new organic forms and sensible experiences.

That is , in brief, the history of all organic evolution

in the past, and the only index we have of the future.

So that, presumably, our death so called, or organic

dissolution, is simply a change of organic experiences;

and so the world willbe different and yet connected

with this, perhaps as the lower animals are with the

higher, and the animals of the water, air, and land

with each other.

Then there are evolutions within the present life

which exhibit a transition from state to another one,

which is equivalent to a transition from one world to

another. It is seen in all fœtal existence compared

with the after life. It is still more fully seen in the

larval condition compared with the insect condition,

especially where the larvæ lived in the water. It is

seen with equal clearness in some batrachians, espe-

cially the frog, which first lives the life and wears the

fish form chiefly, and then takes a singularlyhuman

form and breathes the air.

In men also there are some wonderful experiences

indicative of a latent supra-organic power struggling

for freedom and development. Among these indica-

tions, we may mention trances, clairvoyance, and

action which cannot be attributed to any known

organic agency; as, for instance, writing between two

slates pressed close together, separated only by the

rim of their frames, and so held together by many

strong hands and even by an iron clamp,-a phe-

nomenon which, with others equally wonderful, has

beenoften witnessed and testified to by many of the

ablest men of our times. Whether these are con-

sidered as the effect of human agency or ex-human

agency is all one relative to our argument. They

prove that the human spirithas a super-organic power

ofperception and action.

Numerous testimonies of the highest authority also

certify the existence of sensible knowledges without

the action of any of the recognized senses. Things

are seen at a distance and through stone walls and

through various coverings. For example, nine men

of ability and culture have each rolled into a pellet a

sentence on a separate slip of paper, and then mixed

them all together, so that no one knew his own paper

or could tell the contents of any one of them by

specification. Yet a tenth maninthe company, who

has had no sensible knowledge of any one of them,

direct or indirect, has told the contents of each one

in succession with entire accuracy, as verified by all

the nine men. Whatever was the agent or faculty or

operation which achieved this result, it was not or-

ganicvision or tactual impression or hearing; and yet

it was accurate and unerring perception of visual

forms and their meaning.

These phenomena are not adduced as supernatural,

but as the natural evolution of humanpower, whether

its action be considered as originated in the men of

our world or with those who have left and who

return to operate upon it. As they demonstrate a

super-organic power already existing and operating

in and through man now, they utterly disprove the

materialist's notion that our individuality and all its

power is the product or the action of the material

organism with which, it is alleged, it began its exist-

ence andwill end its existence. The proof is surely

very strong that the ego is essentially super-organic,

and will survive and probably evolve into ahigher

condition on the dissolution ofthe organism.
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Finally, for this topic here, who will believe, who

can believe, that the dissolution of my organism is

the utter annihilation of the entire universe ? No

one. Yet that is the event which constitutes my

extinction; for I am the universe, which is only a

congeries of my subjective states, modes of the ego,

which is the only conceivable substance of the uni-

verse, the one great force everywhere and always

working and generating and destroying the myriads

of forms and motions which constitute the sensible

kosmos, as well as all the supersensible experience

and action of feeling, thought, and volition. All are

known onlyas the modes of the one ego ; and, if they

live, I live also, and only because I am are they

possible.

The Aggregated Monadism of Leibnitz.

The monadistic, not monistic, theory of Leibnitz is

so thoroughly and purely an invention, so completely

unbased on observed facts, that it is a wonder how it

should ever have received so much attention, though

it is probably quite as muchfounded on fact as some

othernoted systems,-as, for instance, those of Schell-

ing andHegel. But, when such systems are at many

points inconsistent with themselves, the wonder

grows that they could ever have been developed to

such fulness in the author's mind as well as in the

interest of the philosophic public. The theory of

Leibnitz is irreconcilable with any rational or scien-

tific doctrine of individual unity. According to it,

the individual, so called, cannot even admit of a

collective unity, such as belongs to an army or a

nation, still less of the unity of a vital organism like

an animal body. For these are supposed to be the

effect of perpetual interaction of part on part and on

environment, so that every part and the total result

are thus continuously modified, exemplifying a law

of cause and effect all through. All otherwise is it

with the theory of Leibnitz; for his monads are all

self-sufficient, so that no one can be affected by any-

thing beyond itself, and each is a force only for its

own conservation and development, never for oper.

ation on one another or others or on aught else.

Hence, it is impossible for their aggregation to be

ever anything more than so many contiguous unities,

like grains of sand in aheap.

Then these monads are entirely unknown, and

their infinitely multitudinous and minute existence

andseparate action are opposed to our conviction of

individual unity, and equally opposed to the known

action of our modalities in causal relation to each

other. Again, Leibnitz makes time, space, matter,

and motion to be, not any realities, but merely phe-

nomena; but, if these are all nothing, what is there

that is real? Our thoughts and volitions are no more

real thanmatter and motion, which in the last analy-

sis are subjective states; and these two classes of

phenomena, the sensible and supersensible, are all

we know or ever can know, and so the monads are

nowhere found within the range of science or philos0-

phy or common sense or imagination.

Still further, these monads are said to be without

extension, and yet are perceived only under the rela-

tion of extension because of their aggregation; but

how the inextended can be aggregated, collocated,

and thence seem to be extended, he does not explain.

The difference between body and mind in this

theory is quite pretty,-the difference between sleep-

ing monads and waking monads, which, in the

proper place, would be as good as some poetry; and

to learn how these sleeping monads may be waked

into life, and to see them rising, would be very inter-

esting.

This theory has been much noticed because of the

great name of its author, because of its appeal to a

certain order of religious feeling, because of its alli-

ancewith a certain kind of atomistic rigid necessity

in the world, and because of its inconsistent capa-

bility of being interpreted either in accord with dual-

ism or modern materialism by judicious selections

from its incoherent materials. Besides, it has the

real merit of affirming that all things are intrinsic

force, though they can affect only themselves.

Organic Atomism.

Farmore simple as well as more familiar is the

atomistic theory of material organicism, according to

Epicurus, Lucretius, and modern evolution. This

makes the ego to be an organic evolution from the

world, changing as changes the action of the evolu-

tionary forces, and perishing with the dissolution of

the organism. The human ego is thus only an or-

ganicmode of the world-force. It is constituted by

the building up of the material atoms in certain rela-

tions to each other into the living structure of the

the question under consideration, as Dr. Tyndall

does in his singular paper on this subject. While I

have given small attention to the phenomena inques-

human body; and it continues to be the same only❘tion, and have had little experience of them, I think

while they continue the same forms and relations,

which is never a measurable moment at once, and it

ends entirely when their organic existence and rela-

tions end. Emphatically is it true, according to this

theory, as Dr. Maudsley unblushingly, and without

anyspasm of the larynx, observes, man "never con-

tinueth in one stay." This is thorough-paced atom-

ism. Many who reject dualism and every form of

spiritual monism are unwilling to avow this; and

they prefer to obscure their position and mental

action, and wrap themselves in the nimbus of agnos-

ticism. This may be to their credit in some aspects,

but not in any philosophical aspect. From the lofty

position and faculty of immortal duration and ever-

rising power and felicity as a supermaterial being

down to the rank and condition of a merecongeries

of animated material particles, an ego ever changing

and speedily dissolving away, the descent is awful

and horrid. Those who have cherished the loftier

view, whose entire moral and spiritual life has

wrought in accordance with it, who have found in

it an elevating and ennobling enjoyment, cannot

abandon it for this low-born theory without the very

strongest of reasons. That man so far above himself

should erect himself through all the ages, and with

growing facility, delight, and grandeur as the human

racemakes progress, is immensely improbable. Bean-

stalks do not grow up into the clouds. Heaven-in-

vadingagencies must be of stronger and more endur-

ing quality than material atoms organized into ani-

mal consciousness, which is constantly perishing as

soonas it begins its existence. Such a thing as that

could not survive the night for Jack to see it in the

morning, much less climb up on it to the land of the

giants. "The superior man" will demand something

stronger as an argument against his best thought and

life than the base and impotent negative that matter

cannot prove spirit and immortal life. (Whoever

thought it could ?) And what else is our science of

objective evolution than an utterance like this ? It is

the evolution of sensible phenomena and of all else

fromsensiblephenomena; but it cannot prove to us

that the power which underlies all these phenomena,

and gives to them all their significance and impor-

tance, that is,the subject which experiences them,-

is not itself immortal. It has no right to speak on

the question at all; and, but for its infinite impudence,

it would be like the man at the wedding feast with-

out awedding garment on, speechless, and speechless

it deserves to gnash its emptyteeth forever.

Again, this ex-animal thinker of low development

needs to be reminded of the principle that transient

phenomena imply a perduring ego as their common

subject, so that there is no such constant mutation

and dissolution and generation of egos as atomism

implies; and there is nothing in the world which

philosophically implies any limit to the duration of

the ego. If the principle of subjective continuity

through all known and knowable phenomenal or

modal changes fail,then intellectually(and morally,

too)

"The pillared firmament is rottenness,

And earth's base built on stubble."

Our opponents may retort that this may be so for

aught they know, and they may be willing to believe

it. But we are not, and deem we have good reason

forbelieving better things.

It is but right to add that the doctrine we oppose is

contrary to a series of facts which are attested as

directly and experientially known by avast number

ofwitnesses in all lands and all ranks of society and

all grades of intelligence and culture. Passing by the

ghost stories of the olden time, which have helped to

keep alive the belief of immortality in the world, the

phenomena of modern Spiritualism demand at the

very least a suspension of judgment concerning per-

sonal extinctionby organicdissolution. That there is

much fraud and folly connected with this movement

there can be no doubt; but let who says there is

nothing else beware, lest he be found belying the

oracles of the superior gods. It is not according to

the spirit of science to say that all men are knaves or

fools, because some are such at times. It is not the

spirit of science which refuses to analyze, discrimi-

nate, and classify, or which draws final conclusions

fromafew experiments which do not exhaust all the

methods and conditions of testing and determining

there canbe no reasonabledoubt of the well-proved

existence of verymany facts which material atomists

have not assimilated nor scarce attempted to explain

in accordance with their philosophy; and, till they

have done this satisfactorily, they have no right to

affirm that these phenomena are not, as is claimed, in-

dicative of supra-mundane presence and agency. Let

these dogmatic scientists remember that their own

utterances will be short-lived in proportion as they

overlook or ignore any class of facts, and the honors

ofabroader as well as a profounder philosophy will

bewonand worn by others.

Dichotomy.

On the other hand, if evolution is required to dis-

prove or assimilate the phenomena of Spiritualism in

order to be complete, so there is a reciprocal duty

binding on the philosophical advocates of Spiritualism

to square themselves with evolution, which cannot

well be disputed, though its special bearing on the

final philosophymay be questioned. Therefore, evo-

lution must be recognized; and all expositionmust be

in accordance with it. The external world is the

source of our bodily organism. Of this there canbe

no doubt. And with this organism are vitally con-

nected and identified an organic life and ego. Is this

tobe explainedconsistently with the supra-mundane

theory of the existence of the individual as a self-

conscious personality after the dissolution of the

body?

The advocates of the theory may invent an answer

which satisfies themselves. They may suppose or

conjecture that, along with the grosser world of the

commoner senses, there is also a finer world which

the grosser senses cannot discern(except in very rare

and exceptional conditions which change their nature

and action), and that, out of this finer world, a finer

form of the ego is developed, which is the real and

superior ego; that the two egos andworlds coincide,

so far as the inferior extends, and until what is

called death; that the finer world and ego survive the

dissolution of the grosser, and form then a more

exclusively spiritual economy, with laws of action

and enjoyment and expression peculiar to itself, so

that it and its action can be made known to us in the

gross body and world only partially under the limita-

tions ofcertain poorly comprehended conditions .

Now let it be remembered that this finer ego and

world, as co-existing along with the common world

of our recognized senses, is only a conjecture. No

such world is certainly known by us nor any such

ego or evolving process. It may possibly be true,

but that proves nothing. Yet, if the alleged phenom-

ena of Spiritualism are true, and if this theory is

necessary and sufficient for their explanation, it is

worthyofrespect. But, even in that case, it would be

far better if Spiritualism could abut on a foundation

of known fact, instead of resting on an ingenious

theoretic invention, as it would thus become thor-

oughly philosophical. Here is indicated a defect

which probably it can never supply.

This theory also involves a personal dualism which

is irreconcilable with the unity of consciousness. It

is analogous to the old dualistic doctrine of soul and

body. But consciousness and science, physiological

or psychological, know of no such a duality. These

identify the body and the soul. As before observed,

the soul identifies with itself all the motions, actions,

pains, and pleasures of the body. Here, the unity is

equally constant and perfect.

Further, if a part of what has ever been really ego,

and especially so great and important a part as the

body, can be separated from the ego and cease tobe

such, we maysay the same of any other part and of

all the parts: so that, after all, this ego is only an

agglomeration of parts, whether organized or crys-

tallized or merely juxtaposed. All definite concep-

tion of the ego thus vanishes, except as a varying

aggregate of material atoms, of which we can never

say it is so and so, because, before our sentence is

uttered, it is, or may be, something else. We must

steadily hold to an ego which is always one and the

same through all changes, because this is demanded

by experience, by logical consistency and definite

conception.

Trichotomy.

All these difficulties are augmented and intensified

inthetheoryoftrichotomy. This makes the sensible
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organism the outer rindandhusk of the ego. Within

this is its animating force, the soul; and then within

this is the reason or spirit,-the principle of pure

intelligence, which gives to body and soul the light

and authority of general laws and imperative princi-

ples. Sucha triple ego is utterly fanciful. At least,
weknownothing of it in this life. We know these

threegreat lines ofphenomena, but weknow them as

modes of the one, indivisible, only known ego . This

conception is clear,consistent, and ultimate and all-

sufficing and the simplest possible, so that nothing

more is admissible, a simple ego of many modes,

amongwhich are body, soul, and spirit.

Perhaps, however, it ought to be observed that this

trichotomy is incomplete. It omits the regnant ele-

ment of our nature,-the will. Will is the executive

faculty, andhence it is often considered as the prime

element of personality. These four great classes of

faculty are integral parts of our nature as now exist-

ingandknown. But they are inseparable, and have

not merely an organic unity, but a substantive unity,

whichmay possibly change in form, but not in sub-

stance. Will implies intelligence and feeling, else it

would have neither guide nor motive of its action;

and it implies a body of some form and kind as a

fasciculus of personal power. So intelligence implies

feeling, else there could be no preference of one

thought to another, and no comparison of better and

best; andfeelingmaybe of various forms, sensible or

supersensible. These are one in many, simplicity of

substance or force with modal variety.

Logical Difficulties of All Forms and Pluralism.

All the four theories of pluralism which we have

criticised involve in common certain logical falsities

which through all the ages have been the vampires of

the philosophy of pluralistic egoism. Sir William

Hamilton, in support of his philosophy of the Condi-

tioned, a species of agnosticism, which with the

Kantians was pure criticism,-reduced these illogical

dicta to fifteen, and gave them utterance; and they

are all involved in all theories of philosophy except

thosewhich explain matter, time, space, motion, and

all sensible phenomena as spiritual, the modes or

subjective states of a simple unitary being; and these

paralogisms are adduced and adopted by Spencer in

his First Principles in justification of agnosticism,

which is adenial or doubt of the possibility of phi-

losophy. Certainly, no theory can be perfect which

does not dissipate these contradictions. As truth is

always self-consistent, every theory which involves

self-contradictions is somewhere false.

One of these contradictions, as given by Hamilton,

is as follows : "Aquantity, say a foot, has an infinity

of parts. Anypart of this quantity, say an inch, has

also an infinity (of parts). But one infinity is not

larger than another. Therefore, an inch is equal to a

foot." In these days there are some who imagine

that the doctrine of ultimate atoms removes this logi-

cal difficulty as far as it concerns matter, because

these atoms are indivisible. But who knows that

they are indivisible? No one. The assertion is

merely an unverified and unverifiable theory. But,

if itwereaknown fact, it would not remove the diffi-

culty as a conception. It is not an actual and sensi-

ble but a theoretical divisibility about which philoso-

phy is concerned. It is a logical necessity that no

atomof matter, no quantity of space or time, consid-

ered as objective realities, can be so small but it can

be conceived as divisible, so that the smallest pos-

sible may yet be smaller, and the smallest may have

as many parts as the largest. By no physical or dy-

namic theory of atoms as ultimate actual units can

we escape these contradictions. All objective non-

egoism is therefore slainby these hair-fine cimetars.

The Ego of Philosophical Realism a Pure and

Simple Unity.

Philosophical realism, which is absolute egoistical

idealism, is invulnerable to all such weapons. This

theory is the most simple and modest, because it

affirms nothing but the phenomena ofconsciousness

(including sense), and their necessary logical impli-

cations. It is therefore entirely self-consistent, as

well as conformable to facts, necessary to the ex-

planationof facts, and sufficient for that purpose.

Itexemplifies, first, the unity ofconsciousness as of

apersonal individual perduring through all the many

forms and conditions ofexperience,sensible or super-

sensible, organic or extra-organic or super-organic ;

so that, all known things being the conscious modes

of one subject, we demonstrate the unity of all at

once as egoistic. As this has been previously ex-

pounded, it needs no further elucidation here.

There is a class of very striking and extraordinary

phenomena which have commanded much attention

inrecent times, and which in such a connection can-

not be wisely overlooked. They constitute what is

supposed by some to indicate a change ofpersonality.

Personshave been known to forget all at once every-

thing in their past life, so thattheyhave had to begin

their education afresh from the very bottom or there-

abouts. Then, again, after a while theyhave suddenly

changedback to their first state, and their old knowl-

edge and feelings and habits and dispositions return.

While these phenomena are very striking, they pre-

sent no special logical or psychological problem any

more thananyother changes of feeling anddisposition

and lapses of memory. The individual person is the

same, whatever be his modal variations, and what-

everbe the extent or limit of his knowledge or mem-

ory of them. That he does not know that he has

done so or so alters not the fact. He is, notwith-

standing everything, the very one whodid it; and he

has been the one, the very same, through all the

changes which have intervened, however numerous

or various or long-continued they may have been.

Weoften forget what we did but a very few moments

ago, and these minor but ever-recurring lapses of

memory differ from the other only in degree; and

as these involve the same principles, and give us no

trouble on the score of identity, so neither should

those. If in the morning I remember not the cir-

cumstances of mygoing to bed the night previous,

which is quite too commonwith some men, thatdoes

notdestroy the fact thatImy very self did go to bed

oneway or another, and that I who thuslaydownam

the onewho now gets up. The cases in question are

simply unusual examples of modal changes in a per-

during subject. For the identification of such per-

sonswehaveto resort, insomedegree,to the connec-

tionof circumstances. But, then, that is what we are

all doing to some extent most of the time. That I

am the one who did a certain act yesterday or last

year, I prove to myself and others by the aid of eir-

cumstances, without which my memory would not

serve me with due certainty.

But observe that I do not in any such case doubt

that I am the same person I was yesterday or last

year. I am only ignorant, or in doubt, concerning

my own history. So, in all other cases, the only

rational question is not whether any individual re-

mains the same through successive modal changes,

but only what are those changes, and how to deter-

mine that an individual now in a certain state or con-

dition is the same individual as the one whom we

knew in a very different state or condition, and this

maybe variously determined at different times; and

whetherdetermined or not, or how determined, does

not affect the continuity of the individual himself.

Every individual is a simple unity of force, a subject

undergoing modal changes, the forms and extent of

which we cannot anticipate. The plurality is in the

modes or activities only; and, because everything is a

force ever active, it is always necessarily changing its

ownmodes.

If our personal and conscious existence continues

after our bodily dissolution, which I doubt not, and

if it is made known by many infallible proofs, as a

large number of respectable people affirm, we have

still only the same individual under different psycho-

logical or subjective states. The sloughing off of the

body is only achange in the modes of the soul. It

loses nothing, parts with nothing. The body is ever

only amode ofmind; and, atdeath, the mind simply

undergoes a change, so that the old bodily modes give

place to other modes, just as daily one thought or ex-

perience gives place to another. We often say that

at death the soul enters on another state of existence.

That is a literal truth, the whole truth,-allthathas

occurred: only, the change is wholly subjective, not

chiefly non-egoistic, as the vulgar suppose.

WHEN wrought up to a grand enthusiasm of soul

over the records of the martyrs for truth's and right's

sake, how easy does it seem for us to endure stoically

evenunto death foragood cause ! But, alas ! we step

out intothe street, and the very first pebble we stum-

bleover elicits a cry of painandaprofane epithet.-

Anon.

DEATH OF EMILY J. LEONARD ,

Since the paragraph in another column, mentioning

thedeath of Miss Emily J. Leonard, was written, we

have received a letter from Meriden, Conn. , from

which we give an extract : "Rev. Dr. Chapin, who

conducted the funeral, is President of the Scientific

Association of Meriden, of which Miss Leonard had

been amember from its commencement, and, as he

truly said, one of the greatest, if not the greatest, in

it. Dr. Chapin is pastor of the Universalist Church

here; and he spoke of her attendance on his ministry

some years ago and her non-attendance later, owing

to the steady divergence of their religious ideas, of

which they said but little to each other. He attrib-

uted the change to the influence of her studies in

nature."

The following paragraphs, clipped from a Meriden

paper, have come to us without the name of the

journal:-

"Miss Emily J. Leonard died at nine o'clock this

morning at the residence of her brother, Eugene

Leonard, in East Meriden. The cause of death was

heart disease, from which she has suffered about four

weeks, having been taken ill suddenly, one after-

noon, while visiting atRev. Mr. Pettee's. Miss Leon-

ard was very well known in this city, and the news

of her death will be received with sincere regret.

She was born in East Meriden, and was about forty-

six years old. Her early education was obtained in

the Meriden school. Her father was quite a promi-

nent abolitionist; but he died about twenty-five years

ago, and her mother is still living. She was largely

self-educated, and hadasplendid classical education,

having fitted a number of boys for college, and

was very much interested in the natural sciences.

Her reputation as a botanist was equal to that of

any naturalist in the country. She has written

several interesting articles on the flora of Connecti-

cut. She was also very much interested in woman's

work, and had been connected with several societies

for the advancement of the sex. She had held a

number of offices in these organizations, and was a

member of the National Liberal League, and also of

the Woman's Temperance Association. She was a

frequent contributor to The Index of Boston and to

the Woman's Journal ; and she was quite an authority

onpolitical economy,having written articles on this

subject. Being an excellent French, German, and

Italian scholar, she has made many translations from

those languages,among which was Blanqui's Politi-

cal Economy from French into English, used as a

text book in colleges, Lalor's Encyclopædia ofPolitical

Economy from English into French, and anumber of

other books. Her essays, which have been read be-

fore the Meriden Scientific Association, were noted

for originality and research.

"Miss Leonard began life as a teacher in the public

schools of Meriden,having first taught in the Pratts-

ville district; and for several years she had a private

school here, where boys and girls were fitted for

college. She was very successful as a teacher; but,

of late years, she has devoted herself to scientific and

literary pursuits."

"The funeral services over Miss Emily Leonard,

who died Wednesday, after a four weeks' illness,

tookplace this afternoon at three o'clock, at the resi-

dence of her mother in East Meriden. There was a

large attendance of friends, including many people

identified with scientific pursuits. Rev. Dr. Chapin

conducted the services, and was assisted by Mrs. Isa-

bella Beecher Hooker, of Hartford, President of the

Woman's Suffrage Association of Connecticut. Dr.

Chapin spoke of the deceased, and praised her work

in the field of science. Her efforts were very success-

ful, and her name was honored in scientific circles

throughout the country. Her whole life was one of

usefulness and activity, and her loss will be a severe

one to the cause of science. Mrs. Hooker's remarks

were principally devoted to Miss Leonard's work for

woman. She was always in sympathy with move-

ments calculated to better the condition of her sex.

Mrs. Hooker's remarks were especially interesting

from her intimate relations with Miss Leonard.

There were many beautiful floral offerings, gifts of

the Scientific Association. The ladies of the Associa-

tion sent several wreaths of wild flowers, typical of

the work to which Miss Leonard's life was principally

devoted. The bearers were Dr. C. H. S. Davis, Rob-

ertBowman, N. F. Griswold, and F. J. Seidensticker.

The remains were buried in the East Cemetery."
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A TOUCHING TRIBUTE.

The following touching address was read by George

F. Westover, a well-known Chicago lawyer, at the

funeral of his fourteen-year-old niece, Dida Westover,

who died at the residence of her uncle, E. G. Com-

stock, of this city, and was buried at Oconomowoc

last Monday. The little girl, whose parents, Mr. and

Mrs. Carlos S. Westover, formerly resided in this

city, but moved to Graham County, Kan., seven

years ago, was brought to this city last week to re-

ceive medical treatment for her failing eyesight ;

and, although in perfect health on her arrival here,

she died within forty-eight hours of a brain trouble

that baffled the skill of the best physicians in the

city. At her grave, her uncle read the following

eloquent tribute to her memory: "It requires a lofty

heroism successfully to meet the intricate struggles

of life; but, in death, there is but one solace : it is

human love. The brave man and the brave woman

grow stronger and braver, when, unaided and alone,

they contend with the adversities of life ; but, when

the end comes, they lean upon the tearful sympathy

of those who are dear. To the man, the woman, or

the child upon the dying-bed, and to the grief-break-

ing hearts that overflow with a new tenderness

toward the sufferer, there is really but one present

ministeringGod. That God is Love. The little one

who has just left us lived a life of devotion to that

one spirit, the embodiment of all that is most holy

andmost pure,-the spirit of love. 'She knewnothing

of false superstitions.' The horrors of a faith that

sends grand men and sweetest women to eternal

misery for the color of their opinions never for a mo-

ment blighted her fair young soul. Free fromhatred,

free from bigotry, free from superstition, free from

sin, her angel spirit has gone to the eternal source,

spotless as the infinity of love from whence it came.

Since her infant days, this dear child has lived in the

far frontier, on the borders of the great American

Desert, with no surroundings but the wild, illimitable

prairies. How meet and how pleasing that, as the

peaceful end drew nigh and before darkness covered

her fading vision, she was permitted to gaze upon the

mighty waters, to behold the brilliant sights of the

great cities, to listen to the immortal strains of grand

orchestral music, and at last to lie down when the

birds were singing, in a land of flowers, and to min-

gle her dying spirit with the breath of roses. Emu-

lating the spirit of love and tenderness of her our

departed treasure, we will now return the sweet

casket to the dust of earth; but the jewel that gave

it life and beauty shall ever be a star in the heavens

along our journey, teaching us anew the unspeakable

value of loving kindness, and assuring us of the

matchless joy of a soul unburdened by superstition

and unknown to sin."-Milwaukee Evening Wisconsin .

CORRESPONDENCE.

UNWELCOME TITLES .

Editors of The Index :-

Is there no means by which private students who

happen to live in university towns can be saved from

the title of Professor, which they must share not only

with their more learned neighbors, but with pugilists

and bootblacks ? I saw myself mentioned in a Phil-

adelphia newspaper lately as Professor Higinson

(sic); and my neighbor Mr. John Fiske-who never,

tomy knowledge,was a professor anywhere, though

hewas for a time assistant librarian at Harvard Col-

lege-has it fixed upon him apparently for life ; and

is now also announced, I observe, as LL.D. I do not

carry my hostility so far as Dr. William Everett, who

declines, I believe, to speak at public meetings, if an-

nounced as Professor; but, when those who are en-

titled to this prefix are generally waiving it and pre-

paring to be calledDoctor, it should certainly not be

transferred to innocent bystanders.

CAMBRIDGE, MASS.

T. W. HIGGINSON.

GENERAL LOGAN AS A CHURCH MEMBER.-The gen-

eral's temperament is not very devout; but he has

gone through the forms of church membership, and

in a peculiar way. Everybody has heard how he

joined the church by telegraph. It was in 1869, when

hewas running for Congress. There is a strong relig-

ious sentiment in Southern Illinois, and the prevail-

ing creed is Methodism. During that campaign, it

wasurged as an objection against Logan that he was

not "aprofessor," and had never joined the church.

He was in Washington at the time; and, when he

learned that the fact was strongly influential against

him, he telegraphed the pastor of the church at his

home in Carbondale to place his name on the roll of

membership, and he would be baptized and subscribe

to the confession of faith as soon as he got home.

And he came very near being excommunicated for

profanity. He is an excessively profane man, as

everybody who associates with him knows, and vio-

lates the commandments in this particular every few

minutes. After leaving Carbondale for Chicago, he

and his wife took letters to the Trinity Methodist

Church of the latter city, and were formally received.

About four years ago, a class leader in that church

remonstrated with Logan about his habitual use of

profane language, and was rudely rebuffed. He

wrote out a series of charges and specifications , citing

all ofthe general's intimate acquaintances as witnesses,

and filed them with the pastor of the church for pres-

entation at the next society meeting. The pastor at

that time was Rev. Mr. Crafts , an author of several

well-knownreligious treatises, who has since goneover

to the Congregationalists, and is now presiding over a

parish in the northern portion of New York City, near

Harlem. The matter was kept very quiet, but in

somewaycame to the ears of Mrs. Logan, who, very

much distressed, sought Dr. Arthur Edwards, the

editor of the Western Christian Advocate, and one of

themost influential men in Chicago. Edwards saw

at once that the prosecution would take a political

bearing, and would cause a rupture in the church, so

he succeeded in getting hold of the documents and

induced the author of the charges formally to with-

draw them. Edwards is said to have this important

historical manuscript now. Logan was badly fright-

ened, and, being admonished, promised to quit swear-

ing, and did so for a while.-Chicago Cor . Boston Sun-

day Herald.

BOOK NOTICES .

THE FATE OF MANSFIELD HUMPHREYS : With the

Episode of Mr. Washington Adams in England,

and an Apology - By Richard Grant White.

Boston : Houghton, Mifflin & Co. Price $1.25.

Most readers in perusing this book will find them-

selves in doubt as to whom the "Apology," followed

by so portentous a dash, is really due, whether to

the English or American reader, both of whom will

find things in this book to rouse their ire as well as to

flatter their national vanity. Mr. White has won for

himself an honorable place in American literature,

both as a critic and a writer of good English ; but we

question whether this venture of his into the region

of romance will enhance the lustre of his literary

reputation. In the first place, the international motif

of his story is already worn threadbare by Howells ,

James, Mrs. Burnett, Crawford, and others in the

second place, to the readers conversant with the peo-

ple of both countries (and in these days of inter-

national travel there are few who are not so conver-

sant), neither the American Mansfield Humphreys

nor the English Lord Toppingham will be likely to

be accepted as unexaggerated, unvarnished specimen

representatives of their respective countries. We

shouldbe loath to believe, and regret that this book of

Mr. White's may possibly give some English people

the impression, that a gentleman of the highest cult-

ure and belonging to the most select society in

America could be capable of perpetrating such a

vulgar practical joke and piece of buffoonery as the

so-called "Episode of Mr. WashingtonAdams"; while

we very much doubt the possibility of a cultured

and well-bred English nobleman's forgiveness of any

such breach of good manners and good taste. In

spite of the somewhat florid and effusive dedication

of this work to an English countess, for whom the

author apparently has much reverential admiration,

we cannot resist the impression that it is as unfair

and unjust in its portrayal of the "upper classes" of

English society as it is to the masses inAmerica; and

even the narrow and conservative clique, moving in

a confined geographical orbit, which Mr. White dig-

nifies as the cultured class par excellence in this

country, will not consider itself particularly benefited

or honored by Mr. White's condescending exhibition

of its good points, as if he were a society jockey de-

sirous of making a good trade, and so putting his

stock through its best paces in order to impress the

doubtfulmind of the bystander with its highest possi-

ble value, while the very intensity of his effort be-

trays to the critical eye his concealed doubt as to his

own representations. For the rest, in spite ofa some-

what patchwork effect, the story is charmingly told,

is rather unique in some of its incidents, and is very

readable, as all that Mr. White writes is, and is inter-

esting and indeed thought-inspiring from beginning

to end. S. A. U.

TRAVELS IN FAITH FROM TRADITION TO REASON. By

Robert C. Adams. New York : G. P. Putnam's

Sons,27 and29West23d Street. pp. 235. Price$1.25.

This handsome volume contains a narrative of the

author's transition from the most rigid evangelical

Christianity to the most radical liberal thought of

to-day. The account derives added interest from the

fact that the author is the son of one ofNew England's

most celebrated orthodox divines, and was carefully

reared in the faith of his father, whom he tenderly

loved, and of whom he now speaks only with affec-

tion and reverence. Captain Adams is a man who

has travelled extensively, and had large experience

in life; and the part of this experience related is one

of interest to the student of religion. The chapters

that follow the one from which the book takes its title

are full of thought, vigorously and courageously ex-

pressed, and indicate that the writer has read widely,

and given careful and conscientious consideration to

the subjects treated. The fact that the work is com-

posed of papers reprinted from The Index will lead

manywho admire Captain Adams as a plain, forcible

writer on liberal subjects to obtain them in this per-

manent form.

MAN, WOMAN AND CHILD. By M. J. Savage. Boston:
Geo. H. Ellis, 141Franklin St. pp. 211. Price $1.00.

This is a volume of sermons published substan-

tially as they were delivered; and, although as the

author says in his preface, "Many things are nec-

essarily left incomplete, many positions are left

apparently unguarded and open to easy attack, "

they are full of thought and suggestion, presented

in a way well adapted to interest and instruct the

common reader. The titles of the discourses are :

"The Man," "The Woman," "The Evolution of

Marriage," "Marriage To-day," "The Child," "The

Home," 'Society," "Celibacy," "Divorce," "Wom-

an's Sphere," "Careers for Our Daughters," "The

Transfiguration of Humanity."

In the Popular Science Monthly for August appear

two striking articles on the future of religion. The

first, "The Ghost of Religion," is by Frederic Harri-

son, and is a criticism of Herbert Spencer's "Un-

knowable" ; and the second, "Retrogressive Relig-

ion," is Mr. Spencer's reply. The number contains

other interesting papers, among which are : Grant

Allen's "Hickory Nuts and Butternuts" ; Dr. C. C.

Abbott's "Some Rambles of a Naturalist" ; M. J.

Fischer's "My Monkeys" ; Dr. Beale's "The World's

Geyser Regions " ; L. J. Vance's "Scientific Philos-

ophy" ; Frederic G. Mather's "Salt Deposits of West-

ern New York" ; and "The Morality of Happiness,"

byThomas Foster. The editor discusses the relations

of "Science and the Temperance Reform."

THE North American Review for August opens with

an article by Justice James V. Campbell, on "The

Encroachments of Capital" ; Richard A. Proctor

treats of "The Origin of Comets" ; John F. Hume

has an article by the startling title, "Are We a Na-

tion of Rascals ? " Judge Edward C. Loring writes

on "Drift toward Centralization" ; Julian Haw-

thorne on "The American Element in Fiction" ; and

Neal Dow and Dr. Dio Lewis on "Prohibition and

Persuasion."

THE FLORAL WORLD.
ASUPERB, ILLUSTRATED $1.00 MONTHLY WILL

BE SENT ON TRIAL

FREE ONE YEAR !

To all who will enclose this ad. to us NOW with 12 2c.

stamps to prepay postage. The Indiana Farmer says :

"Contents interesting and to flower lovers well worth the

price,-$1.00 per year." Sworn subscription list over 12,000

in everyState and Territory, Canada, Great Britain, South

America, Africa, India, andAustralia.

Mrs. R. A. Houk, Bingen, Ind., says: "It is the best floral

paper I ever saw. " Mrs. J. W. Fay, Big Beaver, Mich.:
"It is magnificent!" Mrs. R. G. Stambach, PerthAmboy,

N.J.: "Have never seen anything half so good." Mrs. J. L.

Shankin, Seneca City, S.C.: "It is just splendid."

ADDRESS

The Floral World Highland Park, Lake Co., Ill.
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ADLER(FELIX). CreedandDeed ....
1.00

AGASSIZ (LOUIS). Methods of Study in

Natural History. Illus . 1.50

tite
Geological Sketches. First Series 1.50

AJourney inBrazil. Illus....

Geological Sketches. Second Series..... 1.50

5.00

Lely.
ALGER(W. R.). A Critical History of the

Doctrine of aFuture Life...... 3.50

Primitive Christianity
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1.75
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POPULAR BOOKS

Sent by Mail Postpaid at

PUBLISHERS' PRICES .

ANY BOOK In the subjoined List, or any

other OBTAINABLE BOOK, that maybe de-

sired,will be forwardedaspromptlyaspossible,
onreceipt of orders accompaniedwith the cash.

SPECIAL RATES will be madewithpersons
or libraries desiring any large number of books .

Orders are respectfully solicited from all friends

ofTHE INDEX.
-

1.00

DEFOE (DANIEL) . Robinson Crusoe .... 1.00 HUXLEY ( T. H.). Man's PlaceinNature, 1,25

DICKENS (CHARLES). CompleteWorks.

14 vols... 10.50

OntheOriginof Species.

LaySermons, Addresses, andReviews... 1.75

More Criticism on Darwin andAdminis-

DRAPER (DR. J. W.). History of the Con-

flictbetween Religion and Science..... 1.75

The Intellectual Development of Eu-

trative Nihilism ...

CritiquesandAddresses

.50

1.50

rope. 2 vols ... 3.00

American Addresses

Science and Culture.

1.25

1.50

ScientificMemoirs 3.00

INGERSOLL (R. G.). The Gods, and

EMERSON (R. W.). Essays. First Series, 1.50 Other Lectures 1.25

Essays. SecondSeries. 1.50
TheGhosts, and Other Lectures 1.25

Miscellantes . 1.50
The Mistakes of Moses 1.25

RepresentativeMen. 1.50
Whatmustwe do to be saved? .25

English Traits 1.50

Conductof Life...

Poems Lady

1.50 JAMES (HENRY, JR.). The Portrait of a

1.50

MayDay, and Other Pieces .

Societyand Solitude......

Letters and SocialAims .

ENNIS(JACOB). TheOrigin oftheStars,
and the Causes of their Motions and

theirLight

FISKE (JOHN). Myths andMythmakers,
Outlines of Cosmic Philosophy........

The UnseenWorld, andOther Essays ...

FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHIP IN RE-
LIGION. AVolume of Ten Essays, by

D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow,

Samuel Johnson, John Weiss, O. В.

Frothingham, W. J. Potter, F. E.
Abbot, J. W. Chadwick, T. W. Higgin-

son, and Mrs. E. D. Cheney, and ad-

dresses by Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

RobertDaleOwen,and others....

FROTHINGHAM (0. B.). History of

Transcendentalism in New England.

With Portrait of theAuthor.

The Religion of Humanity

The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of

schools and Homes

1.50 JESUS: HIS OPINIONS AND CHARAC-

TER. The New Testament Studies of

aLayman...

1.50

1.50

2.00

2.00

JEVONS (W. S.). Money and the Mechan-

ismofExchange....

JOHNSON (OLIVER). Wm. Lloyd Garri-

son andhis Times . With Portrait and

Introduction by J. G. Whittier ....6.00

2.00 JOHNSON (SAMUEL). Oriental Relig-

lons, and their Relation to Universal

Religion:

India

China

1.50

LANGE (F. A.). History of Materialism.
3vols..

LECKY (W. E. H.). History of the Rise

and Influence of the Spirit of Ration-

alism inEurope. 2 vols...

History ofEuropeanMorals fromAugus-

tus to Charlemagne. 2 vols...

2.50 LEWES (G. H.). Biographical History of
1.50

Stories from the Lips of the Teacher.... 1.00

Stories of the Patriarchs

2.00

1.50

1.75

2.00

5.00

POPE'S Essay onMan

PRATT(WM., M.D.). A Physician's Ser-
mon toYoung Men..

PROCTOR (R. A.). Other Worlds than

Ours: ThePlurality of Worlds studied

under the Light of Recent Scientific

Researches. Illus ......

Light Science for Leisure Hours. A Se-

ries of Familiar Essays on Scientific

Subjects

The Moon: Her Motions, Aspect, Scen-

.50

.25

2.50

1.75

ery, andPhysical Conditions. Illus.. 3.50

The Expanse of Heaven. A Series of

Essaysonthe Wonders of the Firma-

ment

OurPlace among infinities. ASeries of

Essays contrasting our Little Abode

in Space andTime with the Infinities

around us . To which are added

Essays on the Jewish Sabbath and

Astrology....

2.00

1.50

1.50

4.00 ROMANES (G. J.). AnimalIntelligence.. 1.75

SAVAGE (M. J.). BeliefinGod...

Beliefs aboutMan

1.75

QUATREFAGES (A. de). The Natural

Historyof Man. 1.00

TheHuman Species 2.00

RAPHALL (MORRIS J.). History of the

Jews from 420 B. C. E. to the year 70

C. E. 2 vols ..... 4.00

10.50

5.00 RIBOT (T. H.). Heredity: APsychologi-

cal Study on its Phenomena, its Laws,

its Causes, and its Consequences... 2.00

English Psychology..

Diseases of Memory ..

The Scientific Evidences ofOrganicEvo-

lution .50
3.00

1.00

Morals of Evolution 1.00

Philosophy. 2 vols .......

Physiology of Common Life. 2 vols.....

The Story of Goethe's Life ..

Problems of Life and Mind.

4.00
1.00

3.00
Talks about Jesus 1.00

1.50

First Se-
Beliefs about the Bible .

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her

1.00

ries. 2 vols.. 6.00
Riddles 1.00

The Physical Basis of Mind. Second
Series.... 3.00

Bluffton. A Story of To-day 1.00

ARNOLD(EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama.

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

Beliefs of the Unbelievers.. .25

Spirit of the New Faith .
The Study of Psychology, its Object,

1.00

The Safest Creed
Scope,andMethod.. 2.00

SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory

ofDescentandDarwinism. Illus ...... 1.50
1.00

Knowledge and Faith

1.00
Life of Gerrit Smith

Creedand Conduct

ARNOLD(MATTHEW). Essays in Criti-

cism... 2.00
The Rising and the Setting Faith 1.00

Godandthe Bible 1.50

Visions of theFuture 1.00

Literature andDogma 1.50

LifeofTheodore Parker........... 2.00

George Ripley....... 1.25

i BAIN (ALEXANDER). Mental Science:

ACompendiumofPsychology andHis-
FULLER (MARGARET). Women in the

toryofPhilosophy 1.50 Nineteenth Century.... 1.50

TheEmotions andthe Will.. 5.00
Life without and Life within.. 1.50

MoralScience: ACompendiumofEthics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50
At HomeandAbroad..

1.50

Relations 1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS). Hereditary Genius

English Men of Science....

2.00

1.00
TheSensesand the Intellect 5.00 Inquiries into Human Faculty and its

BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of
Development....

3.00

Life. 2 vols .... 5.00

TheBeginnings of Life; or, The Modes

ofOrigin ofLowerOrganisms. 2vols. 5.00

Evolution and the Origin of Life

GARRISON (WM. LLOYD). Tributes to

at his Funeral. With Heliotype of

Bust byAnne Whitney..

2.00

BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous-

ness 1.50

GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

erty 1.00

Eating andDrinking

Stimulants and Narcotics.

OurHome Physician: A Popular Guide

to theArt of Preserving Health and

TreatingDisease..

75 GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6 vols..

6.00

BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. ANovel of New York .. 1.50

BLAINE'S (JAMES G.) Eulogy on James

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-
lessness.....

The Secret of GoodMemory

The Secret of a ClearHead..

Common Mind Troubles .

A. Garfield. With Portrait..
How to make the Best of Life.

.50

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-

calWorks. Illustrated
2.50

BUCKLE'S (H. T.) History of Civilization
inEngland....

Essays,withaBiography of theauthor.. 1.00

BUECHNER'S Force and Matter

4.00

3.25

BURNS (ROBERT). Complete Works .... 1.00

CARLETON (WILL). Farm Festivals.

Illus....
2.00

FarmLegends. Illus ... 2.00
Farm Ballads. Illus....

2.00

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

FrenchRevolution. 2 vols.

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols ....

traits andMaps. 6vols...

2.50

2.50

Portrait. 2 vols ...

Critical andMiscellaneous Essays. With

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With
Portraits. 2vols ...

.......

1.50

4.00

The Faith of Reason

CHADWICK ( J. W.). The Bible of To-day, 1.50

1.00

TheMan Jesus.
1.00

Tom. AHome Story.

CHANEY (G. L. ). F. Grant& Co.; or, Part-

nerships. A Story for the Boys who
meanBusiness..

1.25

1.25

GRAY (ASA) . Darwiniana : Essays and

Reviews pertaining to Darwinism

1.00 LONGFELLOW'S PoeticalWorks. 2vols. 7.00 SCHROEDER (DR. KARL). AManual of

1.00

5.00

2.00 LUBBOCK (SIR JOHN). Origin of Civili-

zation, and the Primitive Condition of
Man

Pre-historic Times, as illustrated byAn-

cient Remains, and the Manners and

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus .. 5.00

.75

12.00

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

2.00

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization, 2 vols. 4.00

HAECKEL (ERNST). The History of

Creation; or, The Developmentof the

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes. Illus. 2vols. 5.00
The Evolution of Man. 2 vols .......

Freedom in Science and Teaching ...... 1.00

HALLOWELL (R. P.). The Quaker Inva-

sion of Massachusetts.....
.

HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy.....

7.50 HAMMOND (DR. W. A.). A Treatise on

...

5.00

1.25

2.00

5.00Diseases of theNervous System ..

HARDY (ARTHUR S.) . But yetaWoman 1.25

3.50 HARRIS (J. C.). UncleRemus: His Songs

and Sayings . The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus..........

CHILD(LYDIAMARIA). Aspirations of

theWorld: AChain of Opals.......... 1.25
Looking toward Sunset......

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

Appendixby Wendell Phillips . With
Portrait.

HAWLEY (F. B.). Capital and Popula-

tion:AStudy of the Economic Effects

of their Relations to each other....... 1.50

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

Scarlet Letter....

The House of the Seven Gables .....

HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-

Freedomof the Will

ative First Cause

HELMHOLTZ (H. ). Popular Lectures on
Scientific Subjects. WithanIntroduc

tion by Prof. Tyndall...

Second Series

1.25

1.25

.75

2.00

2.00

1.50

2.50.

1.50

TheBuilding of a Brain

CLARK (EDW. H., M.D.). Sex in Educa-
tion

1.25

1.25

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus...

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment.....

Young Folks' History of the United

4.00

1.50

States 1.50

1.25
Margaret Fuller Ossoli .

1.25

CLODD(E. ). TheChildhoods ofReligions.

Asimple account of the Birth and

Growth of Myths and Legends........

COBBE(FRANCES POWER). TheDuties

ofWomen........ Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M.D. ). The SacredAnthology, 200

The Earthward Pilgrimage.........
Idols and Ideals .

DemonologyandDevil Lore. 2 vols..... 7.00
Emerson atHome andAbroad...

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture, and

Other Essays....

The New Chemistry...

1.75

1.50

1.50

1.00

2.00

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Complete in16vols... 20.00

DANA(R.H. ). Two Yeare before the Mast, 1.50

DARWIN(CHARLES). Origin of Species, 2.00
Descentof Man......

Journal of Researches..............
Emotional Expression...
Animals and Plants under Domestica-

3.00

2.00

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

ingPlace

TheMystery ofPain

Physiology for Practical Use

HOLLAND (F. M.) . Reign of the Stoics..
Stories from Robert Browning ..

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing. Paper, 35 cts.; cloth,

1.00

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus ... 8.00

1.00

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK(W. H.). Is LifeWorthLiving? 1.25
Social Equality....

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Bodyand Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

encetoMentalDisorders

Physiology of Mind........

BodyandWill: Being an Essay concern-

ingWill in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical, and PathologicalAspects ....

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-

lyle....

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON). The

Organs of Speech and their Apulica-

tion in the Formation of Artícurate

Sounds..

15.00

1.50

2.00

2.50

1.00

MILL (JOHN STUART). The Positive

Philosophy of Auguste Comte... 1.50

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

Liberty, both in one vol .

Representative Government..........

Three Essays onReligion.....

MILLS (C. D. B.). Gems of the Orient.... 1.50
Buddhaand Buddhism..

MUELLER (F. MAX). Lectures on the

Science of Language..

Chips from a GermanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions,andCustoms. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, andAn-
tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology, Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol., $2.00;
theset

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or

Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustrated by the Relig-
lons of India

OORT (DR. H.) and HOOYKAAS (DR. I.) .

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Studyofthe Bible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges ....

Vol. II . Kings and Prophets

Vol. III. New Testament....

OSWALD (FELIX L., M.D.). Physical

Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature....

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

ofthe ChristianReligion andthe Sig-

nificance of its Rise andDecline.....

PAINE (THOMAS). Age ofReason.......

Complete Works ...

1.75 PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the Worldof

Mind..
2.25

1.25

1.50

.50

2.00

HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The
Autocrat of the Breakfast Table....... 2.00

The Professor at the Breakfast Table....

ThePoet at the Breakfast Table....

Poems.....

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Elsfe Venner

HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-

moir and Portrait. 2 vols ..

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.). The Lady of the

2.00

2.00

3.50

10.00

2.00

Geology....

Physiology

Astronomy......

Botany

Logic...

InventionalGeometry

Piano-forte Playing ...

Political Economy.

Natural Resources of the United States.

SCOTT'S Complete PoeticalWorks. Illus. 8.00

SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12vols........... 15.00

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

Memoirand Portrait. 2 vols ......

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women..

3.50

3.00

STEWART (S. J.). The Gospel ofLaw... 1.25

The Bible: Whatit is andhowit Grew..

STICKNEY (ALBERT). ATrue Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of "Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful

illustrations
5.00

STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

townFolks. ANew England Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

landStory

2.50 STRAUSS (D. F.). The Old Faith and the

New....

2.00

2.00

2.00

1.00

1.00

.50

7.00

1.50

1.00

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

owetoeach other..

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-
fiveYears..

TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of
Motion

Fragments of Science.

Light andElectricity ..

Lessons inElectricity.

BelfastAddress ...

ures

Hours ofExercise intheAlps.

UNDERWOOD (B. F.) . Essays and Lect-

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free

Thought

VOGEL(A.). APractical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ..

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50

1.00

1.75Prayers by Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of

Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools andFamilles. .75 VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

the Religion and Philosophy of Eman-

uel Swedenborg 1.25

WALKER (PROF. F. A.) . Wages

Money...

Money, Trade, and Industry.

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6

vols . Illus ..

FamousAmericansofRecent Times.... 2.00 WEISS(JOHN). Life andCorrespondence

4.50

3.50

4.00

1.50

1.25

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.

With Portraits. 2 vols .. 4.00
10.00

2.00 Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

2.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

traits. 3 vols... 6.00

tory Liquor Laws

The Social Law of Labor...
1.25

1.50

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits . Illustra-

1.50 tions. 2 vols.... 6.00 4.00

1.50
The Immortal Life

1.50ClimbingPlants

Insectivorous Plants

GatesAjar ........ 1.50
Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare

2.00
BeyondtheGates.....Orchids fertilizedby Insects

Forms ofFlowers ...

Fertilization in the Vegetable Kingdom.
1.75

3.00 DoctorZay 1.25

2.00 Travelsand Researches

(Alexanderand William) Lives of. Por-
PIERCE (EDWARD L. ). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newly engravedLikenesses ofSumner.

2vols......

tion. 2 vols..... Aroostook

5.00

2.00

The Undiscovered Country....

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a
Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols........

1.50 PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART) . The

.75

of Theodore Parker

American Religion

1.50 WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

Growthof Language
1.50

Completeset, 13vols.

Vegetable Mould, etc ...

PowerofMovement inPlants.
1.50

2.00
1.50

1.50
traits...

25.00 HUME'S (DAVID)Essays
1.50 6.00

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works, with Portrait 2.00

WILSON (HENRY). Rise andFallof the

Slave Power inAmerica. 3vols ....... 9.00

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated from the German. Illus... 3.50

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs.

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley..

Chemistry

.50

.50

Physics .50

Physical Geography. .50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

SMITH'S Ancient History,from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fall of the Western

Empire. Illus. 3 vols ..... 6.00

1.75 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00

Principles of Biology. 2 vols .. 4.00

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols ....... 4.00

Political Economy 2.50
Principles of Sociology. 2 vols...... 4.00

Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00

2.50
Universal Progress.

2.00

1.50
Essays, Moral, Political, Esthetic.... 2.00

2.50
Social Statics...

2.00

Data of Ethics
1.25

Study of Sociology. 1.50
1.25 Education...

1.25

2.00
STALLO (J. B.). The Concepts and Theo-

riesofModern Physics. 1.75..

.25
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WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS Man---Whence and Whither ?
The 32d School Year of this Family and

Fast Potato Digging

SENT ON

60 Days'

TestTrial.

THE MONARCH POTATO DIGGER

Savesitscostyearly, FIVE TIMES

OVER, to every farmer. Guar

anteed toDig Six Hundred

Bushels aDay !

Day School for Boys and Girls will begin By RICHARD B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.B.

Sept. 17. 1884. For catalogue address

NATH'L T. ALLEN, West Newton, Mass.

THE

Woman Question in Europe.

A Series of Original Essays .

AgentsWanted. Edited by THEODORE STANTON, Μ.Α.

Write postal card for FREE elegantly

illustrated Catalogue, in Six Brilliant Colors,

that cost us $2000 to publish.
206 State St.,

Monarch ManufacturingCo., CHICAGO,ILL.

J. HART & CO..

BANKERS,

Doylestown, Pa.

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points in Europe. Agency

for the American Line of Steamers .

THE INVESTIGATOR.

Published every week at the Paine Memo-

rial, Appleton Street, Boston, Mass.

Volume Fifty-second.

Price $3.00 per annum; 75 cts . for three

months to trial subscribers .

The INVESTIGATOR, as heretofore or since

its first commencement upward of half a

century ago, is devotedto the welfare, im-

provement, and happiness of men and

women here and now, in this world, the

only world of which there is any positive or
demonstrated knowledge. This is the IN-

VESTIGATOR'S basis of ac on, and the best

exertions of its manages will always be

used to render it a free and independent

journal, devoted to the development and

promotion of genuine Liberalism, or Uni-

versal Mental Liberty, Free Thought, Free

Inquiry, Free Speech, and a Free Press.

JOSIAH P. MENDUM,

PAINE MEMORIAL BUILDING,

Appleton St., Boston, Mass.

TRACTS.

No. 1.-Truths for the Times, by F. E.

Abbot, contains the "Fifty Affirmations "

and"Modern Principles." This especially

With an Introduction by FRANCES

POWER COВВЕ.

Large Octavo, Cloth Extra, $3.50.

CONTENTS.

Chapter

I. ENGLAND.

Price $1.00.

For sale at THE INDEX office.

THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT :
Its Philosophical Basis ; Its Gen-

Y ALL ODDS

THEBESBESTEQUIPPED
RAILROAD IN THE WORLD.

Let it be forever remembered that the

eralAims; Its Relation to Chris. Chicago & North-Western
tianity, Unitarianism, and Free

Religion.

THREE ADDRESSES BEFORE THE FREE RE-
LIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, BOSTON, MAY 30,

by Messrs. W. M. SALTER, W. L.

SHELDON, and S. B. WESTON.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price 15 cents.

MENT. By Millicent Garrett EVOLUTION IN ITS RELATIONS

I. THE WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE MOVE-

Fawcett.

II . THE WOMEN'S EDUCATIONAL

MOVEMENT. By Maria G.

Grey.

III. WOMEN IN MEDICINE. By Fran-

ces E. Hoggan, M.D.
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to the investigation of the phenomena.-

Samuel Watson,D.D., Spiritualist.
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"The work covers a great amount of crit-

ical and historical ground independently of

the Buddhistic analogies; it is in fact a vig-

orous, uncompromising outline of Christian

history, with all the weakness and wicked-

ness mercilessly dragged into daylight....

The case against the Christian Church is a

marvellously strong one. The superstitions

and miseries of mediævalism, the woes,

tortures, burnings, rackings, and brutalities

accomplished in the name of Christianity,

are set in blackest array. The Nature-wor-

ship of the pagan Greeks and Romans is set
in contrast. Nor is Dr. Oswald very gener-

ous in admission of improvement in con-

temporary Christianity. To him, it is a
hurtful supernaturalism, impeding science,

diffusing pessimism, promoting hypocrisy,
and repressing the physical nature. His

book is remarkably well written, brilliantly
concise in style, and, aside from its special

theories, of considerable scientific and his-

toric value."-Boston Evening Transcript.

Sentbymail, postpaid, on receipt of price

by the INDEX ASSOCIATION, 44 Boylston

Street, Boston, Mass.
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THEwide-spread popular agitation in England in

consequence of the action of theLords indefeating
the franchise bill is taking the form of an attack

on theirvetopower, and threatens to destroy their

political power. At Manchester, where forty thou-

sandpersons attended the liberal demonstration on

the 27th, John Bright denounced the House of

Lords as an arrogant and unpatriotic oligarchy, at

enmity with the higher interests of the nation.

His speech was greeted with loud and prolonged

cheering. There seems to be great confidence on

the Liberal side. The Cabinet, as a whole, would

probably prefer to carry the franchise bill without

disturbing the Constitution, although Mr. Cham-

berlain is outspoken in advocating abolition.

MRS. E. D. CHENEY, in her lecture on Emerson

at Concord last Monday, said : "One of the richest

treasures he found in Boston was the old sailor-

preacher, Father Taylor. His bon-mot in regard to

Emerson is heregiven as I had it from the lips of

Gov. Andrew, towhom Father Taylor had said it.

It was this : 'Mr. Emerson is one of the sweetest

creatures God ever made, but there is a screw

loose somewhere in the machinery; yet I cannot

tell where it is, for I never heard it jar. He must

go to heaven, whenhe dies ; for, if he went to hell,
the devil would not know what to do with him.

But still he knows no more of the religion of the

New Testament than Balaam's ass did of the

principles of the Hebrew grammar.' Father Tay-
lor seems to intimate that Emerson could enter

heaven, though he did not go through the portals

ofChristianity."

"The Mather Family, and the Old Boston Minis-

ters," by Rev. Samuel J. Barrows, August 13;

"Simon Bradstreet, and the Struggle for the Char-

ter," by Prof. Marshall S. Snow, August 20 ;

"Samuel Adams, and the Beginning of the Revolu-

tion," by Prof. James K. Hosmer, August 27 ;

"Josiah Quincy, the Great Mayor," by Charles W.

Slack, September 30 ; "Daniel Webster, the De-

fender of the Constitution," by Charles C. Coffin,

September 10 ; "John A. Andrew, the Great War

Governor," by Col. T. W. Higginson, September

17. The first six lectures will begin at 3 P.M.,

the last two at 4.30 P.M. Tickets will be sent

free to all young persons addressing Managers of

Old South Lectures, Old South Meeting-house,

Boston.

AWRITER in the Indian Messenger (Calcutta), on

the Theosophical Society, remarks : "The whole

culture of the Society is professed by its adherents

to be based upon the teachings of some mahatmas

or supposed sages, lurking somewhere in Thibet.

But how are their wishes made known ? Not to

every individual member direct, but only to some

advanced chelas,-to Col. Olcott, Madame Blavat-

sky, and a few others. Where is the proof that

the communications that these ladies and gentle-

men divulge are actual communications from the

supposed mahatmas ? Of course, their honesty is

the only proof. Trusting in them, one must accept

their words ; and, as for the individual conscience

of ordinary members, they must implicitly believe

what these advanced chelas declare to be the truth.

Is not this, I ask, creating a priesthood of the

worst type ? As a sincere hater of all priestcraft

and an earnest advocate of the majesty of human

conscience, Iam deadly opposed to such doctrines."

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

facilities, and during the war she made a new

name for herself by hospital work."

SAYS the London correspondent of the Catholic

Review: "It must be allowed that the present

trial in the Queen's Bench, in which Mr. Brad-

laugh stands up singly against the whole force

of the government to defend himself for having

voted in Parliament, is not without apicturesque

interest. The court was yesterday crowded to

hear and to see the most irrepressible of modern

combatants for a 'seat.' Mr. Bradlaugh looked

hopefully at his case. Attorney-generals and so-

licitor-generals are nothing to him, for he has met

them and even beaten them before. He cross-

examines a witness with as much coolness and as

much tact as if he had been bred up to the law.

Itwas very amusing to hear the Attorney-general

confess that he was not quite sure whether Mr.

Bradlaugh was on his trial, for it was not quite

certain whether there was any offence or any

offender. It is certainly time that this unseemly

subject were put an end to. To ordinary persons,

it appears easy for Parliament to pronounce Mr.

Bradlaugh not to be eligible, and to require his

constituents to elect somebody else. A perpetual

quarrel between the dignity of Parliament and the

mere presumption of a few hundred electors is not

an edifying episode in English history."

TO THE wrong done Bradlaugh and those who

have repeatedly elected him to represent them in

the Commons and to the outrage on justice in-

volved in the persistent refusal to permit the

junior member from Northampton to take the

seat that rightly belongs to him, the Review

writer, in his hatred of free thought, is quite

indifferent. He would have the quarrel between

"the dignity of Parliament" and the "mere

presumption of a few hundred electors" sum-

marily stopped by a Parliamentary declaration

that Mr. Bradlaugh is ineligible, because he

frankly admits his ignorance respecting matters

ofwhich he knows nothing, but of which, wemay

add,his ignorance is not greater than that of the

Catholic Church, with all its arrogant assump-

tion of knowledge and its bloody record of per-

secution for opinion's sake. What rights would

the free thinkers of England have, if Catholi-

cism were dominant there ? Fortunately, the old

Church, which has for centuries stubbornly op-

posed freedom and reform, and imprisoned and

murdered their advocates, is losing its hold on the

masses. Although it still has strength which may

last many years and, in some parts of the world,

even centuries, yet its power is fast being curbed

in the more enlightened Catholic countries. Tem-

porary reactions like that which occurred recently

in Belgium are of course liable to occur in any of

the old Catholic countries ; but the railroad, the

telegraph, the daily paper, and a thousand other

secular agencies, are fast undermining the old

faith, and the ecclesiastics, from the petty priest

up tothepope, are alarmed at the hostilityof thou .

sands and the indifference of yet larger numbers to

the claims and authorityof the Church inwhich

ASOMEWHAT notable light in reform and Amer-

ican literature has gone out during the past week.

We allude to the death of Mrs. Jane Grey Swiss-

helm, who died at her home near Pittsburg, Pa.,

July 22, 1884, at the age of sixty-nine. She was

an earnest abolitionist and a reformer in every de-

partment of morals. She was one of the earliest

women editors, publishing in 1848 the Pittsburg

Saturday Visitor. She made many sacrifices in the

cause of liberty, and her strength as awriter and

speaker was generally acknowledged. She was

among the earliest advocates of the rights of her

sex to the ballot. The Springfield Republican pays

her the following high compliment : "Nothing in

the life of Mrs. Jane Grey Swisshelm, who died

Tuesday, was more notable than her instant revolt

from an injustice which had a general application

to public policy. A visit to the Southern States

made her an abolitionist as early as 1838. The

attempt of her husband tomake her services dur-

ing her mother's last illness a charge upon the

estate turned Mrs. Swisshelm into a woman's

rights advocate. As such, she found herway into

an editor's chair, got a recognition in the report-

ers' gallery at Washington, and was the first

womanto be employed as a regular correspondent

to a metropolitan daily. The red light on the rear

THE second series of lectures for young people

at the Old South Meeting-house are announced as

follows : "Sir Henry Vane, inNewEngland and in

Old England," by Edward Everett Hale, Jr. , July

30; "JohnHarvard, and the Founding of Harvard of all passenger trains is said to be the result of
College," by Albert B. Hart, Ph.D., August 6 ; Mrs. Swisshelm's efforts to secure safer travelling their fathers were faithful devotees.



50 THE INDEX JULY 31 1884

AN OFF- WEEK : MONTREAL , QUEBEC , AND

THE SAGUENAY.

Our subject has much the sound of an advertise-

ment in an excursion guide-book; but it is, at

least, a gratuitous piece of advertising. To see

the Saguenay was our object, and two interesting

cities came in the way.

this worshipful way. It was a little thing ; but it

told the story of an old and powerful religious

faith still existing among the people of this

country.

Onthis sameboat, we made the acquaintance of

a young man who was our neighbor at table, and

who in the course of conversation revealed his

Catholic faith. He is clerk in a business house

in Montreal, is about twenty-one years of age,

and has graduated from one of the Canadian

Jesuit colleges. His father, an uncle, and an

older brother are all physicians, and all Catholics,

as are all his relatives. This young man in char-

acter is not unlike the averageyoungmen of our

time who are of good family and position. He is

keen, bright, has evidently the promise of good

business abilities, is fond of sports and society,

and well posted in all that similaryoungmen are

most interested in. Yet, in religion, he is a mere

child. He has never had a doubt or a question of

the infallibility of the Catholic Church. He has

never seen the inside of any kind of Protestant

church. He believes that the Catholic religion

was given by the Almighty, but that the Protes-

tant religionhad only a corrupt, badman-Luther

-for its originator. He believes that miracles are

still performed by Catholics. He has seen per-

sons who have been marvellously cured of vari-

ous diseases at the now famous shrine of St.

Anne, twenty miles below Quebec, such diseased

persons, as he alleges, having merely kissed the

finger bone of the saint, which is there said tobe

preserved as a holy relic. And he affirms that, at

the Jesuit college where he studied, he has fre-

❘quentlyseen rainproduced in adry time by a pro-

cession of devotees being formed and going to the

church to pray for it. And this, wemay presume,

Montreal is, comparatively, a modern city.

Though it has a few ancient features remaining,

-here and there some old specimens of architect-

ure and old customs,-the city and its business

are, generally, of recent enterprise and growth.

Except for hearing the French language spoken

on all sides, one might easily imagine himself in

a city of the United States. Canada has been an

English colony for more than a hundred years.

English has been the official language of the gov-

ernment. The leading newspapers are in English.

Many of the inhabitants are English. And the

close proximity to the United States has led to

close and constant social and business intercourse

with the English-speaking people of the latter

country. And yet the great bulk of the people of

Canada still speak French and know no other lan-

guage. In the principal cities, of course, both

French and English are spoken. But the country

people, as a rule, know only French. It is not

uncommon to find even intelligent business men

in the cities who have never learned English. The

captains of the two large steamers in which we

journeyed on the St. Lawrence could only talk in

French; and, even at this season of large travel

from the States, French was the prevailing lan-

guage of our fellow-passengers. This persistence

of the French language, in spite of the strong

influences against it, is anillustration of the slow-

ness with which social evolutions go on among the❘ is a fair sample of an educated Catholic young

masses of people.

Both Montreal and Quebec illustrate, too, the

persistence of old religious doctrines and customs.

In the United States, we hear much of religious

progress. We see it all about us in the Northern

and Western States. A new Orthodoxy is coming.

But, in Canada, the signs of progress in the

churches are scanty. Montreal, especially, is a

city of churches. Though the Catholics prevail

in the population, the Protestants vie with them

in the number and cost of their church edifices.

There seems to be a church in nearly every street.

And, with one exception (the Unitarian), these

Protestant churches are of evangelical belief, the

strongest of them being Presbyterian. At McGill

University, the geological department has a Bib-

lical inscription over the door. In the streets and

on public conveyances, the Catholic priests are

everywhere conspicuous throughout this region.

As in the Catholic countries of Europe, they wear

in public their official robes and seem to glory in

them. In general, they look robust, sleek, well-

fed, especially the older ones. Not many of

them, apparently, in these days do penance by

tormenting the flesh. On our Saguenay steamer,

acompany of six or seven of them, who came on

board at one of the landings, were the jolliest

party on the boat. They were hilarious with jokes

and laughter. After a time, they every one took

a pipe from their pockets and went to smoking,

emitting an incense not of the most fragrant

nature. One of the company was a bishop. He

led both the hilarity and the smoking. The

others did not appear to be awed by his presence,

after going through their obeisant ceremony of

dropping upon one knee and kissing his hand at

the first meeting. It looked odd to see other pas-

sengers of the boat who spoke with him-well-

dressed gentlemen and shrewd business men, in-

cluding the captain and steward-greeting him in

man, with whom traditions and sentiment are

stronger than the faculty of thought. Surely,

there is much educating work still to be done

before dogmatism and superstition will giveway

to rational thinking.

In the midst of this kind of religious belief

and teaching there is at Montreal a Free-thought

Club of recent origin, which is already doing a

good leavening work for Liberalism. Its members

are persons of intelligence and character, who can-

not fail tomake their cause respected. They have

a small but well-chosen library, a reading-room,

conversation-room, and lecture-room. The first

three are open every day throughout the year;

and, in the last, lectures are given on Sunday for

most of the year. We had the pleasure ofmeeting

and addressing in an informal way such of the

members of the club as could be got together at

short notice on a summer Sunday. So long as

this club is conducted in its present judicious

manner, it must have a quiet pervasive influence

forgood in the community.

In Quebec, it maybedoubted if the word Liberal-

ism has ever been heard. It is a city of unique

interests. Among American cities, it is unique in

its situation, in its romantic history, in the archi-

tecture of its buildings, in its streets and vehicles,

in the customs of its people. It is still a walled

and citadel-guarded town. To come to Quebec

from the United States is really to go abroad. It

is to go also into past centuries. The town still

preserves features of its old French origin as well

as of the graft ofEnglish life upon it. It is in its

structure a combination of French and English

fashions of the eighteenth century. In looking

out over the city from the room in which we are

writing this article, we experience something of

the same sensation in writing here for such a

paper as The Index as we once had in reading a

freshly received copy of Garrison's Liberator in the

Vatican at Rome. It is pleasant, however, for

once to sleep under the protection ofawalledcity,

-especially as the wall now admits free entrance

and exit, and never closes its gates, and hasn't

even anygates toclose, and so only suggests that

the real protection to-day comes from those more

peaceful adjustments of social rights which have

taken the place of the old barbarian struggles for

supremacy. And perhaps Quebec's wall, in which

the gateshavebecome free archways, may symbol-

ize the greater change that will come to it erelong,

when rational thought shall break through the

cordon of its religious superstitions.

Of the Saguenay we are going to attempt no

description. Had we put faith in the advertise-

ments, that "the scenery of the lower St. Law-

rence, from Quebec to the mouth of the Saguenay,

is as charming as the river Rhine," and that that

of the Saguenay itself is "unequalled in sublimity,"

we should have been inevitablydisappointed. But

wehavelearnedto take anypiece of natural scenery

for what it has in itself, without making any in-

vidious comparisons with something elsewhere.

There are not two Rhines and there are not two

Saguenays. Nature is not so poor an artist that

she is obliged to copy her own works. Her pict-

ures are all originals, and she has no chromos.

And, on this principle,we have found the forty-

eight hours' journey up the Saguenay and back to

Quebec full of delight. The scenery is sublime,

and it is charming. In spite of the cold andthe

rain (partly by the help of the latter),nature has

lavished a whole gallery of paintings upon us,

both wild and picturesque. Mounts Eternity and

Trinity, nearly two thousand feet high and rising

precipitately side by side from the very river, are

especially noble peaks. The Catholics have sac-

rilegiously defaced the latter with crosses and

a statue of the Madonna half way up its steep

sides. But not even does this tinsel much belittle

the natural grandeur of the mountain. One can

look away from it. The devout Catholics on the

steamer made the sign of the cross as we passed

the statue. Protestant eyes were more fixed on

the mountain itself. And, if it were a question of

worship, which was the more worthy of adora-

tion,-the puny, man-made statue, even with all

the ecclesiastical storybehind it, or the mountain

itself, with the whole story of the ages sculptured

inits rock-ribbed and forest-clothed sides ?

Wм. Ј. РOTTER.

THE NONCONFORMIST IDEAL.

Leicester is a flourishing town, and, politically,

a typical English borough, which for twenty-two

years has been represented in Parliament by a

typical man. Peter Alfred Taylor's resignation

removes from the House of Commons a distinct

personality not likely to be replaced. I have

heard him compared to Joseph Hume, for whose

absence or illness politicians used to watch and

wait, if they wanted to carry any mean or dis-

honest measure through the House. Taylor is the

representative of an old, educated, and wealthy

English family, who in Puritan times adhered

to the popular cause, and even changed their

name from aristocratic Taylard to Taylor. He

did not seek a seat in Parliament for anypersonal

ambition, but in order to further the causes dear

to him. He was brought up under the religious

ministry of W. J. Fox, the Theodore Parker of

London; he was the early and life-long friend of

Mazzini; he was the foremost worker for the

Poles, the Italians, and other oppressed peoples ;

hewas a thorough republican. He is a very able

speaker, acute, epigrammatic, clear, simple, and,

on themes nearest his heart, he is eloquent; but he



THE INDEX JULY 31 1884 51

for

city,

auce

asn't

that

nore

lave

for

hich

bol-

org.

the

20

ise.

ay,

hat

Bat

7

ج

م

门

K

$

F

0

neverhad any ideaof speaking to show how well

he could speak or for "buncombe," and he never

aspired to office. Hadhe beenmore ambitious, he

might have been a Cabinet Minister. But what

he entered Parliament for he faithfully pursued :

he challenged every magisterial oppression in the

country, he advocatedwoman suffrage, he defended

religious liberty from Sabbatarian and other op-

pressions; and, during the late civil war, he was

the stanch friend of America and the cause of eman-

cipation. Why has he left Parliament? Not on

account of age or infirmity, for he is by nomeans

aged or in failing health. Ihave just read a pro-

vincial paragraph which suggests that Taylor finds

the old causes to which he devoted himself no

longer actual, and thathe cannot adapt himself to

thenew questions andparty classifications. As to

this, it may be said that some of the causes which

inspired his early efforts are triumphant. The

American negroes are free, the Italians possess

their country, France is a republic, and,he might

add, England is almost a democracy. I suspect,

however, that Peter Taylor finds the Independent

Bench in the House of Commons, on which he

has always sat, virtually ceasing to exist. Radical-

ism had advanced so far that Gladstone incorpo-

rated it in his government, or, rather, incorporated

many of its chief representatives ; for, alas ! it

has largely turned them into Quaker guns, and one

can hardly recognize on the Treasury Bench the

same men that once spoke so gallantly for the

rights of theweak, whether dusky tribes abroad or

womenand heretics at home. Gladstone's patron-

age even silenced John Bright's thunders against

war. With Peter Taylor, the last representative

figure disappears from the Independent Benches

on the liberal side.

Taylor left Leicester such a stronghold of rad-

icalism that no Tory ventured to try to succeed

him. The man he was known to prefer- the

Rev. J. Allanson Picton-walked over the course.

Pictonhas no doubt been heard of in America as

themanwho a few years ago was expelled from

the Congregational Union for heresy. He used to

preach in the Congregational pulpit at Leicester ;

and the theological condition in which he left the

chapel there may be judged by the fact that his

successor therein has just accepted a call to a Uni

tarian church in Birmingham, much to the regret

of the Leicester society, who would gladly retain

his services. This preacher-Joseph Wood-says

that his opinions have long been in advance of

those generally held by Unitarians. His views are,

in fact, Pictonian, which means that they are ultra-

broad and pantheistic Congregationalism. But

AllansonPictonmaybe regarded as the real type

of English Congregationalism, just as one may re-

gard Renan as the typical Catholic. WhereRenan

stands, all Catholics will one day stand; and where

Picton moves, all Independents are steadily follow-

ing. He is an excellent man, a vigorous thinker,

a speaker whose strength, if not polished, is not

without avein of poetry as well as of humor. I

have an old personal liking for Picton, which I

must try to forget just now; for I wish to deal

with him as the representative man that he is.

He is the flower of English Congregationalism,

whose anger even marks him as the successor of

its outlawed founders. Ifind in his recent Address

to the Electors of Leicester what appears to me the

nonconformist ideal of England,-the New Eng-

land still sought by the Pilgrims who never left
their native land. It is this: Manhood suffrage ;

abolition of hereditary legislation ; abolition of

primogeniture, landed entails, andgame-laws ; dis-

establishment of the national Church, and de-
votion of its endowments to secular (including

moral) education ; education to be compulsory,

secular, and free; steady reduction of military

expenses, promotion of international arbitration,

and ageneral non-intervention policy (especially,

itmust fairlybe added,when the intervention is

by the Toryparty).

question. Iunderstand the next subject better,-

disestablishment of the Church, and turning its

funds to the work of secular (including moral) ed-

ucation. That is the nonconformist ideal. But,

surely, if the nation were enlightened enough to

adopt the policy of devoting the wealth of the

Churchto secular (including moral) education, it

wouldbe equally up to utilizing the admirable

machinery of the Church itself for culture of the

people. The Church is as much aformation here

as the chalk hills; its agencies have been evolved

and matured through a thousand years ; it has

means of reaching every cottage and hall, every

man, woman, and child in the country. So long

as it is established in the State, it is owned by the

people. Liberal thought may fairly hope to in-

herit it from |Protestantism as Protestantism did

from Romanism, and in the end turn every church

and cathedral into a centre and source of moral,

intellectual, and artistic culture. But, disestab-

lished, all this is at once sectarianized. To convert

its wealth to secular education were no easier than

to abolish the creeds or make them optional, and

so convert and humanize the invaluable machinery

of the Church. Why destroy what can as easily

be utilized ? The nonconformist cannot appreci-

ate this; and no wonder,-the Church in his eyes

bears the burden of its historic iniquities. He

cannot see a church or parsonage without remem-

bering the slit-noses and pierced tongues of his

ancestral Independents. Those old scores have

not been paid off. But, for all that, I do not like

his ideal of church reform. I cannot conceive of

aperfect England which should include a swarm

of disestablished priests, any more than of a

divine cosmos with ahost of fallen angels in it.

To regenerate England means to regenerate the

Church also, completely to humanize it; and the

clergy are far nearer to the secular ideal than are

A characteristic omission from this address is

any allusion to the woman question. Over four

hundred clergymen of the Church of England

have petitioned Parliament for the enfranchise-

mentof women, but I have not heard of any such

petition coming from the nonconformist quarter.

The nonconformist ideal is Salic: manhood suf-

frage means masculine suffrage. It is almost real-

ized. The Franchise Bill, which the nonconform-

ist accepts as an "instalment," gives votes to

two millons, of whom half cannot write their

names. The wife-beaters are included, but not

the beaten. Gladstone crushed with one hob-

nailed heel the proposal for woman suffrage, and

with the other that for a reading-and-writing test.

The "instalment" certainly involves the speedy en-

franchisement of all males, and, as I think, ends

the prospect of female suffrage,-unless the peers

rescue the English woman on whom Gladstone's

hobnails are visible. Granting this a pessimist

view, apart from the woman question I distrust

this unfiltered democracy. There being no States

in the United Kingdom, though it has room for

seven or eight, the coming democracy can have

no checks and balances. It will be democracy

temperedby snobbery, such as I saw at the Anti-

podes, and didn't like. Nay, it will be worse ; for

Young Australia is sober, but the doom of Eng-

land seems to be subjection to a popular breath

heavy laden with alcohol. Last year, the lower

classes alone consumed over $400,000,000 in drink,

while their families were without proper food and

clothing.

The "abolition of hereditary legislation" is the

natural corollary of the enthronement of numbers. ❘ the nonconformist ministers.

The only assembly in the country that is not de-

pendent on the popular breath is to be swept away.

Onewhodoes notbelieve in the vulgar corruption

of Hesiod's tribute to the consensus of races into

Vox populi, vox dei, knowing that the truth is

always ina minority, might be expected to try to

reform the independent assembly rather than abol-

ish it. The House of Lords rehabilitated by life-

peers made of great men, rid of bishops, its Eng-

lish peers made representative of their class as are

its Irish and Scotch peers, its veto made suspen-

sory, wouldbe a better institution than any of its

foreign imitations. But reformation of the House

of Lords is just the thing most repugnant to the

nonconformist ideal. The worse that House is, the

better nonconformist radicals like it. They pray

for its suicide, not for so respectable a reason as

that there may be one Chamber, but that theymay

substitute some elective Stork for the hereditary

Log. They aim to make an Upper House depend-

ent on flattery of the masses, thereby losing the

one single advantage of the Two-Chamber system.

In this country, the ignorant mass for Gladstone

is too near hisend to wait for a generation from the

With the rest of the nonconformist ideal-that

education should be compulsory, secular, moral,

free, that the militant age should pass away, the

international tribunal arise, and every nation

mind its own business-I sympathize; but the

democratic avalanche in England, burying all

claims of woman to equality, swamping culture,

and endangering intellectual independence, seems

to me one among the catastrophes which have

already given the year 1884 a sinister aspect.

MONCURE D. CONWAY.

new schools-will be absolute master. Manhood

suffrage means that all the educated put together

shall be hopelessly swamped by the ignorant mill-
ions. I cannot admire this part of the noncon-

formist ideal.

As to the land, it would seem that in a little

country like this the only need is to tax land

heavily so that every owner shallhave inducement

to cultivate it, and not reserve it for sport, etc.

ButI fear that the nonconformist ideal does not

sufficiently include the picturesque and sanitary

necessities of the country, and that it looks for

ward to seeing the land covered by one vast city.

However, Iwould not be doctrinaire on the land

July 12.

SPENCER, HARRISON, AND RELIGION.

II.

Mr. Harrison has very little fault to find with

the account which Mr. Spencer gives of the prog-

ress of religious ideas. He would prefer to call

them theological ideas; but, with this abatement,

he considers Mr. Spencer's statement sound and

good. It is the last word of theology, its dying
word. The idea of deity has now, as Mr. Mark

Pattison has rather oddly said, been "defecated to

a pure transparency." But Mr. Harrison con-

tends that that which is "defecated to a pure trans-

parency" cannever supply a religion to anyhuman

being but a philosopher constructing a system.
"It is quite conceivable," he says, "that religion is

to end with theology....But, if religion there is

still tobe, it cannot be found in this no-man's land

and know-nothing creed. Better bury religion at

once," he cries, "than let its ghostwalk uneasy in
our dreams." But Mr. Harrison does not believe

that religion is to endwith theology. He believes
that Mr. Spencer's religion is no religion,but the

ghost of religion. But he also believes that a
religion is still possible for man, andnothing else

is so important, so absolutely indispensable to
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his well-being. He is a positivist, a follower of❘tional religion are very grand and noble substi-

Auguste Comte, not only in his philosophical, but

pre-eminently in his religious teachings ; andhis

religion is like that of Comte, the Religion of

Humanity. It has, and has had, no other exposi-

tor so earnest and so eloquent as he. "Almost

thou persuadest me," Ihave said a hundred times,

as I have read his glowing page. It is not, he

insists, religion, but theology, that has avoided

anthropomorphism more and more. Unless re-

ligion is to be anthropomorphic, there can beno

working religion at all. It must be more than

anthropomorphic: it mustbe anthropic; that is to

say, not merely human in its forms of thought,

but human in the objects of its thought and wor-

ship. "It must give up explaining the universe,

and content itself with explaining human life. "

Having failed in the superhuman world, it must

return to the human, here to find again all the

certainty, the human sympathy, the claim to com-

mand and to reward that have made religion glo-

rious in the past.

tutes. It is certainly a pleasant thought and an

inspiring one that what we call death is trans-

formation from objective to subjective life. That

when we are no longer visible and palpable, we

shall survive in the fond memory of those whom

wehave loved andwho have given us reciprocal

affection; and that, when we no longer survive in

this way,we shall be included, if we have acted

worthily, in the thought of all the multitudinous

unknown who have contributed to the making of

life more beautiful and blessed, it is a more in-

spiring thought that having done ourpart it can-

not be undone forever,-that it has entered into

the moral substance of the world, andcannomore

be destroyed than the atoms that make up our

material frames. GeorgeEliot's mighty song, "Oh,

may Ijoin the choir invisible ! " is at once the lof-

tiest expression of this thought and the amplest

proof that it is capable of appealing grandly to

the imagination and the heart. Mr. Harrison does

not and cannot overrate the inspiring quality of

this thought. Nor does he overrate, nor can he
How shall we choose, if choose we must, be-

tween these different and antagonistic doctrines ❘ overrate, the inspiring quality of the positivist

thought of the great Being,collective humanity,

which has been and is and is to be. In Comte's

own carrying out of the details of that scheme

of worship which he devised for the service of

this Being, there was a plentiful admixture of

absurdity; but the absurdity is not intrinsic to

the scheme, and it is even less so to the funda-

mental thought. This is a fountain of the purest

inspiration. The gist of it is here : that the im-

measurable service that has been rendered us by

good men and women of the past puts us upon our

honor to do all we can to earn our living, to pass on

the boon of life to those who shall succeed us,

better and fairer than it came to us. Only as we

do this shall we be incorporated in that Great

Being which is made up of the excellent alone.

of religion that are urged upon us by two of the

most conspicuously gifted thinkers of our time?

However it may be with others, the balance of my

own approval does not waver long. It hastens to

incline to the Spencerian side. It is not Mr.

Spencer, it is Mr. Harrison, who charges it upon

another, who is himself justly chargeable with

having sought to keep the name and save the

prestige of religion for an idea and amethod to

which they do not properly belong. Mr. Spen-

cer's worship of "an Infinite and Eternal Energy

from which all things proceed" may be a very

miserable religion, but that it is more truly a relig-

ion than Mr. Harrison's worship of humanity,-I

do not see how any one whohas read aright the his-

tory of religion can have any doubt of this. The

right of any man to call himself religious is one

Ido not care to challenge, when it is seriously

affirmed; but, if the worship of humanity is a re-

ligion, it is the first religion in the course of his- than Mr. Spencer's recognition of an Infinite and

Noble and grand as are these substitutes for

God and immortality which are tendered us by the

religion of humanity, are they,-if less religious

Eternal Energy from which all things proceed, be-

cause they have no superhuman aspect, the invari-

ablenote of all traditional religion,-are theymore

adequate to the demands a true religion makes

upon the various life of man ? So Mr. Harrison

insists. Every note of a true religion is wanting,

he assures us, in Mr. Spencer's scheme of thought

except wonder and mystery ; and these are among

the lowest, not among the highest signs by which

religion conquers. "The roots and fibres of relig-

tory that has not had a superhuman element con-

spicuously present. The early ghost worship, or

ancestor worship, as it is named more commonly,

had little of the nature of religion. In the strict-

est sense, the god-idea, the religious consciousness,

was not fairly born until the world of ghosts had

gradually become a vast, mysterious realm of life,

an incalculable store of energy on which the

savage mind could draw, in order to account for

any natural phenomenon that appealed to it for a

solution. From then till now (the religion of❘ion are to be found in love, awe, sympathy, grati-

tude, consciousness of dependence, community of

will, acceptance of control, reverence for majesty,

goodness, creative energy, and life. Where these

things are not, religion is not." That they are not

in Mr. Spencer's worship of the unknown God he

strenuously insists, and as strenuously that they

are all to be found in fullest measure in his own

Comte excepted), religion has always had a super-

human element; and this element has been so

prominent that it is a very doubtful matter

whether a so-called [religion which seeks to free

itself from every superhuman element is, prop-

erly speaking, a religion. It may be of much

greater practical value than the worship of an

Infinite and Eternal Energy from which all things | Religion of Humanity.

proceed, but is it so much of a religion ? It seems

not so to me.

It is not even the ghost of religion. It is a sub-

stitute for religion, an arbitrary substitute. It

is a system of sentimental ethics, borrowing the

livery of Religion's court, hoping in this wayto

better serve mankind. The ideas of God and im-

mortality have been too persuasive and appealing

tothehuman mind and heart,for avoid in place

of them to tempt the advocacy of any but the

most heroic souls. To be able to offer men in

place of them a quasi God, a quasi immortality, is

vastly pleasanter than their unqualified denial.

And it cannot be denied that the substitutes of

positivism for theGod and immortality of tradi-

But those who give the closest and the calmest

possible attention to the matter will be of quite a

different opinion. The rhetorical energy of Mr.

Harrison's fulmination is, for the most part, ad-

dressed to one of Mr. Spencer's terms, one of the

best known of the manyhe has made familiar,-

"the Unknowable." His wit and fancy never tire

of playing round this term and tricking it with

various emblems of contempt. Notthat he doubts

the fitness of this term to express the mental

aspect of the realm of cause,-if cause be not

itself agrand misnomer,-the realm beyond phe

nomena, but that to him it is an absolute negative,

and as such utterly incapable of exciting any of

those high regards and generous emotions which

it invites in Mr. Spencer's view andwhich consti-

tute his body of religion. "To make a religion

out of the Unknowable," he says,"is far more ex-

travagant than tomake it out of the equator. We

know something of the equator : it influences sea-

men, equatorial peoples, and geographers not a

little; and we all hesitate, as was once said, to

speak disrespectfully of the equator. But would

it be blasphemy to speak disrespectfully of the

Unknowable ? Our minds are a blank about it. "

And so on. And it is not to be denied that here

and there in Mr. Spencer's writings there are ex-

pressions, not a few, thatseem toelevate the Un-

knowable as such into an object of religious rever-

ence. To do this were surely as absurd a thing as

Mr. Harrison has painted it. But these expres-

sions are not representative of Mr. Spencer's most

habitual thought nor of its worthiest implications.

The abyss of his Unknowable is not one of total

gloom. Some rays of clear light do escape from

it. Some visions of solemnbeautydo gleamwithin

it. Hedoes not fling us into bottomless negation,

and leave us there. The conditions which Mar-

tineau has insisted on are realized in the complete-

ness of his thought. There is "some alternation

of light anddarkness,of inner silence and a stir

of upper air."
JOHN W. CHADWICK.

INTUITION.

"Sometimes," says Locke,"the mind perceives the

agreement or disagreement of two ideas imme-

diately by themselves, without the intervention of

any other; and this, I think, we may call intuitive

knowledge." Whewell would restrict the use of

the word "to those cases in which we necessarily

apprehend relations of things truly as soon as we

conceive the objects distinctly." Lewes defines

intuition "as mentalvision or as the perception of

relations."

That two objects placed beside two other objects

form a group equal to four can be readily seen by

the eye. If a large group, say five hundred objects,

are placed beside the same number of other ob-

jects, although the mind cannot learn by the eye

instantaneously that the total is equivalent to a

group of a thousand, intuition sees the equivalence

of the ratios with the same lightning-like swiftness

in the latter case as in the former. Intuition is

not limited merely to the perception of objects, nor

are its decisions always demonstrable to sense.

That intuitions have a higher validity than

other truths many believe,but without any good

reason. The truth respecting the square of the

hypothenuse in the forty-seventh proposition of

Euclid is as certain as that expressed in the axiom,

"If equals be taken from equals, the remainders

are equals," although one truth we discover by re-

flecting and reasoning, the other by intuition.

The axiom is self-evident, because there are no

other relations implied beyond those specified in

the terms of the statement; and the mind therefore,

in apprehending the terms, apprehends the equa-

tions of the terms. To a mind possessed through

experience of all the relations expressed and im-

plied in the terms of its proposition, any truth is

self-evident. Intuition perceives "necessary" truths,

because truths so distinguished express relations

which are simple,constant, and familiar, and from

which therefore all contingencies are excluded.

"Contingent" truths are perceived not intuitively,

but by reasoning, because the relations they ex-

press are complicated,because there is a possibility

of variation in the terms, because all the co-

operant factors cannot be discerned beforehand.

But truth is truth ; and it is our discovery of it, and

not the truth itself, which is contingent.

Intuition enters into all our judgments. It sees



THE INDEX JULY 31 1884 53

sti-

Ton

ex-

We

sea-

ta

10

ald

Che

t"

ere

ex-

er-

23

a

ез

减

15.

al

in

1,

-

e-

relations which are beyond our powers of demon-
stration. "Intuition," says Lewes, "is of much

wider range than demonstration,because the fund

ofexperience onwhichwe rely is too complex, and
drawntoomuchfrom the forgotten past, for us to

be capable of showing all the successive steps

whichdemonstration requires." Our intuitions of
space and time, to which our relations have been

constant through our entire existence as a race,

and to which the relations of all ancestral life were

equally constant, are constructed of experiences

which lie so far back in the forgotten past that
their elements can scarcely be detected. We have

rational intuitions and moral intuitions. The

elements of which they, too, have been built up

are so difficult to find in the experiences of the

past that manyyet regard these intuitions as pri-

mordial endowmentsrather thanproducts ofgrowth

and development. Viewed in the light of modern

psychology, the quickness with which intuition sees

relations whichdo notadmit of sensible demonstra-

tion is not surprising. But it is so common to

mistake inference, prejudice, and even passion for

intuition that we hear made for it all sorts of ex-

travagant claims, which are by no means confined

to the ignorant. What absurd speculation has not

beendefended on grounds of intuition ?

Organic evolution makes the study of intuition

a part of the study of heredity. For metaphysical

phrases, like "a priori forms of thought," are sub-

stituted words like "aptitudes," "tendencies," "in-

heritances," words that indicate our dependence

upon the past whence we derive our physical, in-

tellectual, and moral nature. If evolution, now

establishedupon an impregnable basis and accepted

bythe leading thinkers of the world, be true, then

the human body and the human mind, correlated

through every stage of their growth, have been

evolvedfrom lower forms of life. This clearly im-

plies the experiential origin of all knowledge. The

mental faculties as well as the physical organs are

products of evolution. The ability to perceive the

truth of anaxiom as well as the ability to walk erect

has been acquired. Neither is extra-experiential.

The aptitude, the predisposition to do both, comes

to themanof to-dayas an inheritance. Does any

onewhoholds to the theory of evolution suppose for

amoment that man slowly learned to walk,erect,

but from the first possessed intuitive power by

which he could perceive axiomatic and moral

truths? "It is the vice," says Spencer, "of the

older psychology, and of the Kantian psychology

included, that it habitually deals only with the con-

sciousness of the adult; ignoring the obvious fact

that the developedapparatus of thought possessed

by the adult is not possessed by the infant, but is

slowly evolved; and ignoring the further fact that

associations unquestionably established and con.

solidated by experience are so carried by us into

all our thinkings that we are constantly in danger

of attributing to the undeveloped mind ideas which

only the developed mind possesses."

But, when Kant wrote, there was no science of

psychology based upon evolution. Were he living

to-day, it is altogether improbable that he would

have any intellectual sympathy whatever with

those who say, "Back to Kant." In the light

afforded by discoveries made since he wrote, he

would see the defects which make his philosophy

inadequate to meet the requirements of to-day

until revised and supplemented so as to accord

withevolution. Hewould doubtless, withhis great

intellectual powers, see as clearly as anyman living

that our ideas of space and time,and our rational

and moral intuitions, although irreconcilable with

the experience-philosophy which he opposed, are

inharmonywith the larger philosophy of evolution

which recognizes in the individual mindthe a priori

element for which he contended, but instead of

stopping there finds that the element which is

a priori to the individual has its origin and ex-

planation in the experience of the race.

Nomanwouldbe quicker to see or more readyto

acknowledge the great truth indicated in the fol-

lowing extract from Herbert Spencer :-

"Thus, the truth that astraight line is the shortest

line between two points lies latent in the struct-

ures of the eyes and the nervous centres which re-

ceive andco-ordinate visual impressions. We can-

not think otherwise, because, during that adjust

ment between the organism and the environment

which evolution has established, the inner relations

havebeen so moulded upon the outer relations that

theycannot by any effort be made not to fit them.

Just in the sameway that an infant's hand, con-

structed so as to grasp by bending the fingers

inward, implies ancestral hands which have thus

grasped and implies objects in the environments to

be thus grasped by this infantine handwhen it is

developed, so the various structures fitting the in-

fant for apprehensions of space relations imply

such apprehensions in the past by its ancestors,

and in the future by itself. And just as it has be-

come impossible for the hand to grasp by bending

the fingers outward instead of inward, so it has

become impossible for those nervous actions by

which we apprehend primary space relations tobe

reversed, so as to enable us to think of these rela-

tions otherwise than we do."

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

EMERSON AND THE CONCORD SCHOOL OF

PHILOSOPHY.

I.

OnWednesday morning,July 23, brief addresses

on Concord's great author were delivered by Dr.

W. T. Harris and Rev. G. W. Cooke. Passages

from Mr. Alcott's diary, giving his early impres-

sions of his friend and benefactor, were also read,

with this sonnet by Miss Emma Lazarus :-

TO R. W. E.

Aswhen afather dies, his children draw

Aboutthe emptyhearth, their loss to cheat

With uttered praise and love, and oft repeat

His all-familiar words with whispered awe,

Thehonoredhabit of his daily law,-

Not for his sake, but theirs, whose feebler feet

Need still that guiding lamp, whose faith less sweet

Misses that tempered patience without flare,-

So do we gather round thy vacant chair,

Inthine own elm-roofed, amber-rivered town,

Master and Father ! For the love we bear,

Not for thy fame's sake, do we weave this crown,

Andfeel thy presence in the sacred air

Forbidding us to weep that thou artgone.

The lecture that evening on "Emerson as anAmer-

ican," by Mr. Julian Hawthorne, may be found in

the August number of the Manhattan Magazine.

Thursday morning, Dr. Bartol told a large audi-

encehow religious Emerson really was, though he

had doubts of the divine Personality, and broke

with organized religion on account of disagree-

ment with the forms of the Church rather than

with her faith. It was by his advice that the

Doctor had himself remained in the pulpit. He

was extravagant in his optimism. There is

not a verse of his which does not cheer and

exhilarate, and never does he pander to despon-

dency and despair. His yea was always yea, and

his nay, nay; but his yes was more emphatic than

his no. We see in him how the prophet must

not cease to call the priests to account, how he

must not break the idols,but put them out of the

way. He can be popular only with a class. He

lacks rush and passion, does not flame or even

flow, but rather climbs where few can find a foot-

ing. His growth was not that of a flower, but of

a gem. His sermons prefigured the style of his

essays. Allwords aredynamites,few of which go

off in most hands; but Emerson always explodes

his. Our three greatest characters in America

have been Washington, Lincoln, that lily out of

Illinois mud, and Emerson. The lecture closed

thus: "Others might not agree with him. He

agreed with himself, and hadhere below the man-

ners of the sky."

That evening, Dr. Harris pointed out that Emer-

son has shown how groundless is the fancy of the

unfitness of scientific ideas for poetry. Then,

after a minute and masterly analysis of Nature, he

spoke of the superiority of evolution to that view

which the essay in question places in the mouth of

"my Orphic poet," though the words thus quoted

were really original with Emerson,-a fact con-

firmed by Miss Peabody and others who are the

best authorities .

Friday morning, Mr. John Albee said Emerson

does not climb. He alights on a summit and de-

scends, or else he stays on the summits, passing

from one to another, as in "The Over-Soul." What

care he gave to revision must have been to single

sentences, for the connection is in God. His Essays

are his most characteristic works and the most

read; but we could never tell from the title of any

of them what we can find there. Half of them

present his ideals, and the rest show how these are

to be realized. No books take so much for granted

in the readers. He touches on a thousand subjects,

and leaves them all illuminated. A prize is in

every package. The following sonnet, by Mrs.

E. C. Kinney, the mother of E. C. Stedman,

closed the lecture :-

EMERSON,

"Like some old Titan of majestic height

Hismarchhas been with grand and solemn tread,

The brainprofoundly working, while thehead,

Circledby mists, was often hid from sight.

Yet from its cloud, when great thought flashed to light,

Thatmighty brain by the elect was read.

Themany saw not, turned away instead:

His brightness veiled to them was only night.

But, as he walked, anon on either side

Fell pregnant seeds of thought, which, being read

In minds long barren, showed the tender shoot

Thatlaterblossomed. Clouds might genius hide;

Yet everywhere the great manplanted foot

Hiswork remains, and shall through time abide."

Miss Peabody mentioned how much more rapt

and impassioned Emerson's manner as a lecturer

was beforehis visit to England in 1847 than after-

ward, and described his political address soon after

in aid of Palfrey as Independent candidate for

Congress. Mr. Charles Malloy, of Waltham, said

the Essays had been his education. The first

volume which fell into his hands he learned by

heart, and other bookshad been only commentaries.

That evening, Mr. Edwin D. Mead showed,

mainly in Emerson's own words,how completely

he identified religion with morality, and justified

the law of duty from the nature of man. Kant's

ethics are a chronic crucifixion, but Emerson's are

ajoy and an inspiration. His method of ethical

culture differs widely from that of Mr. Salter,

"one of the finest philosophical minds in this

country." Mr. S. H. Emery, Jr., Director of the

School, and Rev. R. A. Holland, D.D., of New

Orleans, then complained of Emerson as not suffi-

ciently religious.

On Saturday morning, Mrs. Howe told how

Emerson had been the teacher and critic of so-

ciety, while not taking so aggressive a position as

Margaret Fuller. Mr. Malloy described an inter-

view with Emerson fortyyears ago,when a news-

paper in which he lamented the indifference to his

transcendent genius left out the unfamiliar ad-

jective, and substituted "tremendous." Mr. San-

born quoted his friend's remark aboutan ill-looking

fellow: "In his boyhood, he fell into the fire, and

somebodywas misguided enough to pullhim out."

Thus closed the first series of sessions.
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The Diderot Centennial, July 30, 1884.

BY F. M. HOLLAND.

feeble-minded children. In civilized nations there

is no vexation which the husband may not inflict

with impunity upon his wife." "Women, how I

pityyou ! There is but one relief for your suffer-

ings; and, had I been able to give laws, it might

perhaps have been obtained. You would have been

freed from all servitude, and honored everywhere."

caring little what was paid him. Stupid pupils he

never visited twice, however rich. A lucrative

place as private tutor he gave up after three

months, because he could not bear confinement.

He had to write for pay, and even to compose

sermons for a missionary. But among his earli-

est publications was Shaftesbury's Vindication of

the Sovereignty of Ethics over Theology. Carlyle

speaks of "its notes of anxious Orthodoxy and

bottomless falsehood" ; but this is utterly unjust,

for Diderot takes pains to remind the reader that

Hobbes was a good citizen, though an atheist, and

says plainly : "No dogma which leads to gross

violations of nature's laws ought to be respected

by conscience. Whennature and morality cry out

against the word of the priest, obedience is a

crime." In 1746 appeared the Philosophic Thoughts,

wherein Diderot shows that, supposing matter to

have been in existence and motion according to its

own laws from all eternity, there was a greater

probability that such an arrangement as the pres-

ent should at some time have established itself

than that chaos should last forever. Here we also

find such telling sentences as: "A single demon-

stration has more force than fifty miracles. " " If

Godwho gave us reason asks us to give it up, he

is like a juggler who tricks us out of allhis gifts."

"To prove the gospel by a miracle is to prove an

absurdity by an impossibility." "The God of the

Christians is a father who cares a great deal for

his apples, but very little for his children." "Man

is what God and nature made him, but neither

God nor nature has made anything that is not

But we cannot realize Diderot's merits, unless

we understand the tyranny under which he wrote.

From his birth in 1713 to his death in 1784, he

was under a social system, according to which the

tillers of the soil usually lived on the blackest and

coarsest bread, but often had to eat grass until

they starved. Taine estimates that six millions,

more than one-third of the population, died of

hunger and cold in 1715. All that century, down

to the breaking out of the great revolution, the

working classes were in a desperate struggle

against famine. Every great city had frequent

bread-riots, until their end was reached by that

in which the starving women took their imbecile

king captive. And why were these millions of

frugal laborers in abject and hopeless destitution,

more fatal than any pestilence ? It was because

more than half of the soil was owned, and most of

the rest was systematically plundered, by idlers

and spendthrifts, who cared for nothing but

dress and debauchery. The people ate grass, in

order that cardinals might have kitchen furni-

ture of silver, and princes gorge themselves with

the costliest and daintiest of viands. Millions

toiled in rags; while marquises paid thousands of

dollars for coats they would only wear once, and

duchesses spent hour after hour at toilets in which | good." Three years later, Diderot published an-

the hair was dressed so as to make the wearers

tower up into monsters. Furniture and architect-

ure grew ever more gorgeous, but the day laborers

had to lodge like swine. The peasant had to let

his crops be destroyed by the game which the

master wished to hunt. Children went untaught,

and were stunted with drudgery and privation, in

order that an army of idle menials might be mar-

America still owes France a debt not to be

repaid. Who can sayhow the RevolutionaryWar

would have ended, if we had not had La Fayette

and Rochambeau and their king's ship-loads of

powderand guns, if Franklin and Paul Jones had | shalled and arrayed in state. We complainof our

found no welcome, if the French alliance had not

finally told Great Britain that Europe would not

suffer her to crush her colonies ? Let us try to

pay a slight part of our dues to France by grate-

fully remembering a Frenchman who helped us in

our struggle simply because he loved liberty every-

where, and had no narrow prejudices, not even

against England,whom he honored as the mother

of truth, and whom he resisted only because she

had become a tyrant. As early as 1769, we find

Diderot assisting Franklin to make that powerful

vindication of colonial rights, Dickinson's Farmer's

Letters, known in Paris, and telling his many

richmen; but what should we say if they paid no

taxes, but themselves taxed the tillers of the soil ;

if they monopolized every place worth having in

the Church, the army, or the state; if their main

occupation was the grossest vice; and if they were

above the law, even when they wantonly drove

over children in the streets or took women from

their husbands by force? France was a great

beehive, in which all the honey was eaten by

drones ; while it was the workers that were stung

to death. And even a swarm of bees would not

suffer such repression of individual liberty and

spontaneous activity. Self-government had long

readers : "I know of no work better fitted to teach | been abolished, and despotism was thoroughly or-

the nations their inalienable rights, and inspire

them with a mighty love of liberty." "Fortunate

it is that tyrants are even more weak than they

are wicked. They disappear. The lessons of great

menbear fruit, and the spirit of the people grows

great." How men ought to feel toward kings,

Diderot had already shown in his terrible satire,

The Political Principles of Monarchs,-a collection

of maxims, among which are these : "Keep the

nation in confusion, that the throne may stand

firm." "Take little care of morality, but much of

military discipline." "It is expedient that one

man should die for the people and all die for the

king." "Woe to him who serves his king too

gloriously. " We shall see that some of the most

famous protests in favor of political liberty, which

appeared under the name of other authors, were

largely Diderot's work. It is well to remember

also how he said: "In almost all countries, the

cruelty of the laws against women is added to the

cruelty of nature. They have been treated like

❘ganized to check all progress. France was begin-

ning to struggle for more light, but the king and

his bishops were leagued together to keep her in

darkness. Popular education there was none.

The clergy opposed all schools but their own, in

which the main object was to insure loyalty and

faith. Every new book of the least originality

was condemned at once. No freedom, except ob-

scenity, was permitted on the stage. An author

who wrote anything worth reading was promptly

sent to the Bastile. Despotism recognized in

knowledge her deadliest foe.

Diderot, too, on his side saw that the only way

to remove tyranny was to teach the people ; and to

this great work he gave his life. Vainly did the

Jesuits try to enroll him among them, and his

father offer to make him either a lawyer or a

physician, and disinherit him when he refused.

Friendless in Paris, almost penniless, sometimes

having to pass a holiday without food, he went on

teaching mathematics to whoever could learn, and

other work which brought him the highest honor

ever conferred on an author by Louis XV.,-the

dungeon. This was really due to a contemptuous

allusion to that curse of France which Carlyle,

in his essay on Diderot, calls the strumpetocracy.

The prisoner stanchly refused to betray his pub-

lisher. Ostensibly, these four months at Vin-

cennes were the penalty for testing the strength of

the evidence for belief in God. It is first urged

that the evidence most relied on would have but

little force to a manwho had always been blind ;

and an English mathematician thus afflicted-

Saunderson-is made, in imaginary quotations

from a Life fabricated for the purpose, to confess

his inability to believe in what he can neither see

nor touch. Then the blind philosopher is made to

take the much stronger position that monstrosities,

malformations, and misfortunes like his own show

that the world is not the result of a supernatural

creation, but of a natural process of development,

according to which the matter at first took on

imperfect forms which have all passed away,

while "those only have survived which had no

important inconsistency, and which were able to

support and propagate themselves." Thus is the

doctrine of the survival of the fittest foreshadowed

in the Letter about the Blind, which might be called

materialistic, if it did not so fully demonstrate

man's inability to understand matter, motion, or

spirit, that Morley justly calls it, in his Diderot

and the Encyclopedists, "the first effective introduc-

tion into France of these great and fundamental

principles: that all knowledge is relative to our

intelligence ; that thought is not the measure of

existence nor the conceivableness of a proposition

the test of its truth; and that our experience is

not the limit to the possibilities of things." France

learned from England that the way of knowledge

is not through metaphysical introspection, but

through scientific observation of the world around

us. Diderot labored as Locke andBacon haddone,

and as Mill and Spencer were yet to do, to make

known the great fact that it is not within a mau,

but without, that he must look for truth. He



THE INDEX JULY 31 1884 55

ative

hree

lent.

Fose

ar

and

C

bat

ted

13

W

to

er

30

:

meant thatmenshould take the world as it is, and

not as theyhadbeen told they ought to fancy it.

the mischief until it could not be undone, and then

his rage and sorrow would scarcely let him sleep

for weeks. But, despite these mutilations and

manyerrors and omissions, these twenty-eight vol-

umes of text and plates were the noblest offerings

yet laid before the altars of Labor, Science, and

Liberty, the holiest divinities in modern thought.

Wedo not read Diderot's Encyclopædia now, any

more than we do Garrison's Liberator or Paine's

Common Sense and Crisis; but such authors we

should not forget.

Another work of great immediate value was

what Carlyle calls, "with some few exceptions in

the German tongue, the only pictorial criticisms

we know of worth reading." The Encyclopædia

Brittanica speaks of these accounts of the paint-

ings still to be seen in Paris as "the incomparable

salons," "essays which founded the art of picture

criticism and which have hardly been surpassed

since." Goethe says that Diderot's Essay on Paint-

ing is "a magnificent work, and a torch of power-

ful illumination." Lessing, too, learned much from

this master, who taught him the fundamental idea

ofthe Laocoon. Among the embattled words most

successful in striking down the idols of the day

was Diderot's saying, "I would give ten Watteaus

for asingle Teniers." Nothing pleased him better

than sympathetic delineation of poverty, as noth-

ing provoked him to sharper censure than licen-

tiousness of purpose. And from him the artist

may learnhow to paint nudity without immodesty.

(See Morley's Diderot, p. 284, Am. ed.) Moral

aim is also predominant inhis dramas, in fact too

much so for artistic effect, though his Father of

the Family had some success on the stage, and

was translated with warm praise by Lessing, who

often said that he owed his own ability to make

the life of untitled people pathetic to Diderot.

The latter's novels, however, were too much in

harmony with the coarse tastes of his age and

country. The extravagant praises of virginity and

imbecile blame of marriage, common in the

Roman Catholic Church, have provoked writers

partially emancipated from her control to such

indecency as is almost unknown in nations which

have broken her yoke. The free thinker was es-

pecially tempted to protect himself from her

tyranny by pandering to those passions in his

readers which resisted her most persistently. Di-

derot paid his patrons in their own coin for pro-

tection against the Church, as Molière, Vanini,

Montaigne, Rabelais, Ariosto, and Boccaccio had

done before him. The free thought of England

and America has been comparatively pure, even

in the eighteenth century. To-day, thought is led

by writers who, far more justly than any knights

in history or romance, maybe said to be without

fear and without reproach. We must make all

due allowance for the fact that Diderot wrote in

an age when people were sent to the galleys for

selling copies of D'Holbach, and beheaded for

singing blasphemous songs and neglecting to take

off their hats to bread consecrated by priests.

But we cannot spend hour after hour over his

novels, as Goethe did ; though the most popular of

them, The Nun, gives a powerful exposure of the

evils inseparable from life inaconvent.

For this end,Diderothad already begunhisgreat

literarywork; andimprisonmentdid notmakehim

falter. He had agreed with Voltaire, Rousseau,

Buffon, D'Alembert, Euler, Condorcet, and many

other writers, to bring all the scientific and indus-

trial knowledge of the age into a series of reada-

ble articles, arranged alphabetically and illustrated

bywhole volumes of plates. This was the great

Encyclopædia. Its main purpose was to diffuse

practical information, especially of the useful arts.

Diderot spent day after day in work-shops and

factories watching machinery work; having ma-

chines taken apart and put together ; getting

sketches made of looms, tools, wigs, tailors' pat-

terns, ploughs ; and writing down the way to make

stockings, rouge, gunpowder, confectionery, and

glass. His best preparation lay, however, in his

possessing, as Carlyle says, "the most encyclopedi-

cal head that perhaps ever existed." No branch

of knowledge or phase of thought was overlooked.

The old fantastic systems of metaphysics were

keenly criticised, but theology had to be treated

very cautiously. Nothing is falser than the com-

mon censure of the Encyclopædia as atheistic.

Infact, Christianity and the Bible were spoken of

with great respect; and, in the article against in-

tolerance, it was admitted that the government

might justly banish atheists. Even the celibacy of

the clergy was defended in some places, though at-

tacked in others. Scepticism was denounced as

criminal, and damnation acknowledged to be eter-

nal. Here and there, for instance, in the articles

on Crusades, Epicureanism, Jesuits, and Theo-

sophists, the tone was bolder, though not what

would now be called irreligious. Boldest of all

were the attacks on torture of criminals, game-

laws, conscription, impressment of laborers, ex-

emption from taxation of privileged classes, and

similar abuses which were rapidly making inevi-

table theReign of Terror. All honor to the Ency-

clopædia for saying, "Better that society produce

little and distribute it equally, than that much be

produced and so unequally distributed as to divide

the people into two classes, the one gorged with

riches, the other perishing in misery." Even be-

fore these words were published, the government

found out that the people were likely to learn

too much. The first volume appeared in July,

1751; but scarcely had the second been printed,

when, on Feb. 21, 1752, the official censor of books,

Malesherbes, went to the publishers with a war-

rant for seizing on all the plates and manuscripts

for completing the rest of the work. He found

nothing ; for everything had already beendeposited

in the safest possible place, his own house, by his

intimate friend Diderot, who had been duly

warned. The Jesuits now tried to get out the

next volume ; but their boasted learning proved so

insufficient that the government had to ask that

the work be resumedby the original editors, Dide-

rot and D'Alembert. The latter at last retired,

weary of the incessant struggle against the priests

and the police; but Diderot was indefatigable and

indomitable. He had got out seven volumes,

when, in March, 1759, his friend Malesherbes

told him plainly, "To-morrow, I shall send to seize

yourpapers." "But what shall I do with them ?"

"Send them to me." The four thousand sub-

scribers were not permitted to receive the remain-

ing copies, though already paid for, before 1765 ;

and, then, their copies were taken away for awhile

bythe police. The publisher had meantime sup-

pressed all the boldest passages in the ten volumes

printed after 1759, conduct for which he is not so

culpable as is the leader of all this persecution of

knowledge, Louis XV. Diderot knew nothing of

To see how Diderot really thought about relig-

ion and politics, we must turn either to his pri

vate letters, in which, for instance, he says, "The

Christian religion is, to mymind, the most absurd

and atrocious in its dogmas, the most unintelligible,

the most metaphysical, the most puerile andunso-

ciable in its morality, considered not in what is

common to it with universal ethics,but in what

is peculiarly its own, and makes it the most intol-

erant of all," or in his contributions to works by

friends whose social rank enabledthem to publish

with impunity what he could not. For instance,

itwas by his aid that Abbé Raynalmade himself

temporarily famous, and anticipated Gibbon in

showing how successfully the Church might be

attacked by writing her real history. In doing

this, the sufferings of Christian slaves were told

with a pathos which did much to inspire Toussaint

L'Ouverture and other champions in the great de-

liverance, which we have seen worked out so glori-

ously. In vehemence of protest against all tyr-

anny in Church or State, the History of the Indies

is far surpassed, however, by D'Holbach's System

of Nature, where we see how Diderot was able, as

he says, to sabre theology. "Il faut sabrer la

théologie," are his words; and his pen was a sword

smiting both priests and kings. That these op-

pressors were so provoked at the publication of the

System of Nature in 1770 as to force Diderot to

leave Paris until the storm blew over is easily to

be explained by its saying : "Society is now in a

state of war of the sovereign against all, and of

each of its members against the others. Man is

bad, not because he is borndepraved, but because

he is made so. The great crush with impunity the

poor, and they in return seek to requite the wrongs

which they have suffered." "Whole nations are

forced to toil, to water the earth with their tears,

merely to keep up the luxury, the fancies, the cor-

ruption of a handful of useless imbeciles. Thus

have political and religious errors changed the uni-

verse into a vale of tears." "Nature invites man

to love himself, and increase his happiness. Re-

ligionbids him love a dreadful God, really worthy

of hatred, despise himself, and sacrifice to his ter-

rible idol the sweetest and most lawful pleasures .

Nature tells man to take his reason for his guide.

Religion teaches that this reason is corrupt, that it

is a faithless guide implanted by a treacherous

God, to mislead his creatures." "Nature says to

man, 'Seek glory, labor for esteem, be brave,

active, and industrious.' Religion says, 'Be hum-

ble, meek, and poor of spirit ; live in retirement ;

busy thyself with prayers and ceremonies ; do

nothing for thyself, and nothing for others. "

"Nature commands the wicked man to blush for

his vices and crimes. Religion says, 'If thou hast

sinned against thy God, remember that he is easy

toappease and of great mercy, go and kneel be-

fore his priests, and wash away thy sins with

prayers and offerings."" "Nature says again to

man, 'Thou art free, and no power can justly strip

thee of thy rights.' Religion cries out that he is a

slave condemned byGod to groan under the rod

of his representatives, and bound to obey these

tyrants without a murmur." "If the nature of

man were consulted in regard to politics, this

would domore than all the religions in the world

to make the nations happy." "Natural evils de-

mand natural remedies. Ought not experience to

have long ago undeceived mortals as to those super-

natural remedies, those prayers, sacrifices, fastings,

and processions that the peoples of the earthhave

so vainly opposed to the woes that overwhelmed

them ?" " If people consulted experience instead of

prejudice, medicine would furnish morality with

thekey to the human heart." "Man will always

be a mystery for those who insist on looking at

him with the eyes of theology." "Let us recog-

nize the plain truth, then, that it is these super-

natural ideas that have darkened morality, cor-

rupted politics, hindered the advance of science,

and extinguishedhappiness and peace even in the

heart of man." (See Morley, ch. xiv.) Of Dide-

rot's acknowledged works, the ablest is a literary

and musical satire, Romeau's Nephew, which the

Encyclopædia Britannica pronounces "his un-

doubted masterpiece." Carlyle says, "It looks

like asibylline utterance from aheart in fusion."
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Goethe, who translated it intoGerman, "not merely

with readiness,but with passion," remarks, "Peo-

plecan see, I hope, that I threw my whole soul

into it." Morley, too,has translated it; but much

of the fire has already burnt out. Diderot usually

was so absorbed in his subject as to care little for

style and even less for arrangement. His oven, ac-

cording to Voltaire, was so hot as to burn all it

baked. Like Margaret Fuller, he talked much

better than he wrote. Carlylecalls him "the vivid-

est, noblest talker of his time." "He who only

knows Diderot in his writings," says Marmontel,

"does not know him at all. When he grew ani-

mated in talk, and allowed his thoughts to flow in

all their abundance, then he became truly rav-

ishing."

This brilliancy in conversation was largely due

to the fact that no one ever felt a keener and more

generous interest in his fellow-men. His daughter

tells us that "three-fourths of his life were em-

ployed in helping whoever had need of his purse,

ofhis talents, of his management. His study, for.

the five and twenty years I knew it, was like a

well-frequented shop, where, as one customer went,

another came." None of these visitors brought

any money, but many of them took some away.

Oneyoungman handed Diderot a lampoon against

himself. "Why do you show me this ?" "I am

starving, and I hope you will pay me a trifle for

suppressing it ." "I will tell you what to do with

it. Dedicate it to the Duke of Orleans. He is a

bigot, and will pay handsomely for having me

attacked." "But I don't know how to write the

proper dedication?" "I will do it for you." Thus,

Diderot helped his calumniator make twenty-five

louis d'or. Another visitor took leave of the

benefactor thus : "Do you know the history of the

ant-lion ? It is a little insect of great industry.

It digs a hole in the sand like a reversed funnel,

covers the top with fine, light sand, entices foolish

insects to it, takes them, sucks them, then says to

them, 'M. Diderot, I have the honor to wish you

good day. " No such treatment stopped Diderot in

hiswork of reconciling brothers, hunting up pupils

for starving teachers, giving manuscripts his magic

touch that turned their lead into gold, settling

law-suits, writing advertisements, finding pur-

chasers for books, doing all sorts of jobs without

any pay except from his own rich heart. When

we think also of his devotion to his great task of

spreading knowledge and undermining tyranny,

we must mourn over one sad blot on a noble life.

His relations with women were too much like

those of the kings and cardinals of the day, and he

hadto leave it for Baron d'Holbach to rise so high

above the behavior then fashionable as to vindicate

the moral tendencies of intellectual liberty. The

temptations and dangers which beset social re-

formers and scientific thinkers a century ago have

almost ceased to threaten us. We can walk in

safe paths with clean garments. But it is because

men like Diderot were ready to drain marshes and

slay dragons. Thus began the work which is

already seen to bless the earth.

For The Index.

A HUNDRED DAYS ABROAD .

BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE.

CHAPTER. XIX .

My first words in the Anthon Memorial Church

were that"the best way to advance co-operation in

Americawas not to attemptit,-that is, with the ideas

prevalent concerning it." Within the period of my

first visit, in 1879, several attempts have been made

inNew York, in which the expense of maintaining

the shops was defrayed, not from the profits of cus-

tom, but from capital. The members who subscribed

it were not pledged to make their own purchases at

the stores at the peril of losing their shares. Thede-

pendence for business was upon the general public,

who had no motive for buying at the co-operative

shop rather than any other. There appears to have

been little local propagandism of the principle of co-

operation in the neighborhood previous to opening

the store,-making converts who would become pur-

chasers. A small outlay of loan capital at the begin-

ning, leaving the growth of the store to depend upon

profits created by purchasers, has not yet entered

into the American mind. On this plan, failure would

bring no disaster and no shame; and the experiment

could be repeated in another neighborhood, where

better chances of success were present. English suc-

cess, I explained, was brought about by setting the

purchaser above the stockholder (shareholder is the

English term). It was that device which first made

the stores grow .

Horace Greeley, founder of the New York Tribune,

understood all about co-operation. He was the only

master of the question among Americanpublic men.

Inprevious writings, I have quoted evidence from his

pen of this. While in America, last year, a Tribune

was shown me of April 10, 1867, in which the Editor

reviewed my History ofCo-operation in Halifax, which,

he told his readers,"was no less interesting than the

account of co-operation in Rochdale noticed in the

Tribune years ago" ; and added, "if any publisher

in this city will reprint Mr. Holyoake's pamphlet

(History of the Halifax Stores) we shall be glad to give

him our copy." This was a very practical proof of

interest in it. No one in England-noteven the great

store itself, to which I had devoted time and trouble

to write its history-took as much interest as this.

Yet the career of co-operation in Halifax is as remark-

able in incident as the career ofRochdale .

Co-operation, I maintained everywhere, was now,

as in the beginning, the precursor of self-supporting

-not State supported-communism. In the end, cap-

ital, accumulated by economy, would carry out what

philanthropy fails in : only, social life will not begin

by having "all things in common." It will end that

way. Co-operation, I said, was a scheme for the re-

distribution of property without dynamite or petro-

leum, by taking care that property created in the

future should come into the hands of those whose

industry shall produce it.

Co-operation is not a philanthropy, nor a new

scheme of benevolence, nor a form of Utopian senti-

mentality, but a business, which has to pay like any

other business. But it is a business saddled with

morality. That is why few people touch it. Co-

operation is not an emotional contrivance for helping

others. It is a manly contrivance for enabling others

to help themselves ; and, as half the world want to

be helped by somebody else, co-operation is not popu-

lar, except among the independent and industrious .

With the view of giving to New York State aid-

seeking socialists an idea of the practical success of

this device of self-help, I said: "There is Mr. John

Gledhill , our first purchaser in this country: he has

lately been elected one of the Board of Managers

of the New York Produce Exchange. That means

known capacity of business usefulness. He has been

joined in his English work by Mr. J. M. Percival,

who has been concerned in co-operation from its

origin. They buy American produce for us in Eng-

land, to the amount of $2,000,000 a year. In Ireland,

we have several buyers, who purchase $5,000,000 of

butter and eggs. From the continent of Europe, we

import $5,000,000 worth of butter, eggs , flour, and

other produce. The two buying societies of England

and Scotland purchase commodities to the amount

of $25,000,000, for which they pay cash. Besides

these two buying societies, we have in England and

Scotland from one thousand two hundred to one

thousand five hundred societies who turn over $100,-

000,000 annually, nearly all of which is paid for over

the counter."

In Pontiac County there is a new paper announced

to be called the Equity. It has no relation to co-

operation, but it has the true name of it. Down in

Kansas and New Mexico, Colonel Johnson told me

that a form of real yet simple co-operation prevailed

of this kind. Persons who had no lands, and per-

haps little knowledge of breeding, bought flocks,

and consigned them to a farmer who had lands, but

little or no stock. He reared, grazed, and attended

to the increase of the stock, he taking half the lambs

andhalf the wool for his pains, and the other halves

go to the stock-owners.

The Philadelphia Industrial Co-operative Society is

apparently the most important in America. It has

four stores in the city and four branch stores else-

where. Its thirty-second quarterly report declared a

dividend of six per cent., which was described as

lower than their average. The society has no educa-

tional fund. This is probably because an education

fund is not needed in America, where everybody is

sowise that theyhave nothing to learn. No society

which has had one ever gives it up, no society which

begins without it ever goes back to it. Those who

live in the dark are subject to diseases, as are those

who live in cellars. There is an intellectual small-

pox, as well as a bodily one; and the ignorant are

very subject to it, and have it very badly. There is

an art association, though it has no literature.

The students of Harvard University have set up

whatthey call a co-operative society, which is simply

a civil service store for buying cheap and selling at

cost price. This is very useful as far as it goes, but is

not teaching thrift to the students, which is a per-

sonal virtue, so long as there is remedial misery in

the world. The virtue of wise thrift is much needed

in American families, among well-to-do more than

among ill-to-do persons, who often have too little to

save any. This Harvard co-operation misses the

morality of co-operation, and does nothing to amend

the veracity of whatLord Tennyson calls "the great

liar,-Trade." How can it be expected that co-

operation-which is designed to save money for the

purchaser-can be popular in a country where they

establishprotection laws to render commodities dear ?

The Co-operative Dress Association in New York

occupied the whole of a lofty and splendid building.

The stock in the rooms showed both affluence and

splendor. There were real co-operative features

about the place. Its café was well devised, and its

provisions were good. Soon after I saw it, word

went over the land and the water also for the news

appeared in English papers-that "Co-operation had

failed again. " The New York Tribune, which remains

the best exponent of co-operative principle (of which

it never loses sight) in America, at once explained

the career of this association, which ought to be

widely read, not merely in the United States, but in

Europe. The story of the Tribune will be useful in

England. It is as follows : -
The association-we speak without disrespect for its

founders and promoters-was a foredoomed failure from

its beginning. It was not based uponthe principles of co-

operation, but upon those of competition. It was a joint-

stock, competitive dry goods and millinery store, differing

in no wise fromotherdry goods and millinery stores, except

as its ownership was scattered among some hundreds of

persons who gave no attention to its affairs; and its man-

agement was in the hands of either hired persons or inex-

perienced persons, and was a shifting management at

that. There is no trade so largely dependent upon ac-

quired skill and individual responsibility as the trade in

ladies' dress goods. There is none so beset with the vicis-

situdes of fashion and caprice, and none, therefore, which

requires such quickness of vision and firmness of nerve to

meet exigencies. The grocer knows that sugar and tea

and coffee and butter and eggs will always be in demand

at prices something above the cost of production. The

dry goods merchant never knows whether the articles on

his shelves to-day will bring as much six months hence as

theyhave cost him. Some will bring more and some less ;

and his success or failure depends upon his ability to get

rid of the whole lot at an average profit, and keep his

stock so full all the time that his customers shall have

little or no occasion to go elsewhere to find what they

want. The most eminent professor of this art in the

United States was the late A. T. Stewart; but Mr. Stewart's

skill was an acquirement, a growth, an accretion of forty-

years development, and in no sense a divination.

For these reasons, the Dress Association was destined to

certain failure; and it is matter for congratulation rather

than regret that the capital was only $250,000. If it had

been twice as large, it mighthave lasted twice as long, but

wouldhave ended in the same way. It may be added that,

if want of capital was the cause of the failure, it is an-

other and signal commentary on the badness of theman-

agement, since more capital was offered in the beginning

than was accepted, and a large sum was returned to sub-

scribers after it had actually been paid in. This error, if

it be one, is ascribed to the London expert in joint-stock

store-keeping who was brought here to set the machinery

going, and who of course brought with him only London

experience, which is a very different thing from New

York experience. If Mr. Pulbrook, an early manager,

was wrong, those who brought him here were still more so.

This is avery instructive account. When it is added
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that "six thousand leadingmen andwomen through-

out the country were the holders of its capital," any

reader can see how large a number of persons were

interested in co-operation, and how great a pity it

was that they should have reason to distrust it.

Mr. Joseph Medhill, proprietor of the Chicago Trib-

une, on giving evidence before the Senate Sub-com-

mittee on Labor and Education, thus spoke on "Co-

operation as a Labor Remedy," which shows that the

policy of associative production is no better under-

stood inAmerica than distributive :-

"At one time," Mr. Medhill said, "co-operation was hope-

fully regarded as the solution of the capital and labor con-

tention; but, after many trials and failures, its advocates

are becoming discouraged, and it is fading out as a fea-

sible remedy for the ills of labor. Certain obstacles, deeply

grounded in human nature,are encountered. The funda-

mental ideawas to pay the workmen the full market price

for their labor, regardless of the question of profit and

loss by the manufacturer, and, if the works made any

profit over interest on capital, to divide it with the opera-

tives; but, if the factory lost money, then let the stock-

holders stand it. The trouble was to find capitalists who

werewilling to invest their money on these terms, as the

final outcome pretty certainly led to bankruptcy. Where

the experiment was tried, it was found that the workmen

themselves soon became dissatisfied with the results of

co-operation. If the mill made losses or small dividends ,

they found fault with the management or suspected its

honesty, and appointed committees of investigation, who

quarrelled with the owners. Disputes also arose as to who

should be discharged in dull times, and about wages when

the shopwas not finding ready sales for its wares. An-

other source of discontent was the payment of equal

wages and equal dividends to inferior or negligent work-

men, who manifestly did not earn their money in the

eyes of the better workmen, and thus reduced the profits

anddividends of the establishment. On the old plan, the

trades-union lodge insist that all workmen shall be paid

alike, regardless of skill or value of service, as the loss

from unfaithful or deficient work falls on the employer

alone. Manyother causes of weakness and disintegration

manifested themselves; but, probably, the worst of all

was the ignorance of the foreign workmen, which bred

suspicion, destroyed confidence, and rendered harmony

and steady united effort of worker and employer impossi-

ble. The co-operative experiments have therefore all

failed, except in a few cases where the conditions hap-

penedtobe peculiarly favorable. When these people are

better educated in the future, and both sides have studied

thesubject more thoroughly, co-operation may succeed to

some extent at least. Till then, we must wait and hope."

Thewildness of idea which pervaded these efforts

at co-operative partnerships would be incredible on

any authority less than Mr. Medhill's. No wonder

they all failed. The wonder would be if they suc-

ceeded. Associative education is widely wanted.

My impression is that there is more associative lit-

erature in America than in England. There is less

co-operative practice, owing to the impetuosity of the

people, which never pauses long enough to succeed

init. Of social life to which co-operation is intended

to lead, there is far more in America than here, and

farmore books and publications concerning it. The

first co-operative book of mine which was published

inAmerica was published by Samuel Leavitt. He

sent me a book of his own, one of several of which

he is the author, entitled Peacemaker Grange. The

subject is really "co-operative living and working" :

it contains the illustrations of the Familistère of

Guise, from Harper's Monthly, very interesting illus-

trations they are.

CORRESPONDENCE.

MYTHS AND THE PERSONALITY OF DEITY.

Editors of The Index :-

I read, with great interest, the address on "My-

thology and Religion," by C. E. Vredenburg, pub-

lished in The Index of May 29 and June 5, and was , in

themain, muchpleased with it; but, on one point

(where he tried to disprove a personal God), it seemed

to me his reasoningwas faulty. He says that mythol-

ogyis"simplyan explanation of the material world

by ascribing personality to the objects and forces of

nature. If such an explanation seems strange to us,

let us remember how very slowly and painfully the

knowledgehas been accumulated that makes it seem

strange, and that the mythical conclusion is the sim-

ple and obvious one to man in his childhood stage.

The conception of an impersonal, self-sustaining uni-

verse is one which the mind is very slow to form, as

maybe seen by the tenacity with which the alterna-

further on, he says that, to the "myth-maker of old,"

"the very idea of will is unknown and unthinkable

apart from the purely human will." "He knows and

canknow no other"; and then argues from this that

a personal God is merely the human image "seen

reflected from the surface of the universe," and that

increasing light and knowledge will show it to have

no foundation in fact.

Now, it seems to me that the only scientific conclu-

sion, from his premises, is that it is very probable, if

not certain, that there is a personal God. For man

now, no less than in the myth-making age, has and

canhave no absolute knowledge of any power but the

human will, his own will; and, arguing from the

known to the unknown, he must, so it seems to me,

suppose the universe animated by a will similar to

his own, but infinitely greater, since the universe is

infinitely greater thanhe.

The "myth-maker's" mistake was not in account-

ing for the manifestations of power which he sawby

supposing them the result of the action of will, but

in ascribing separate wills to the different objects of

nature : whereas, we have learned, through the doc-

trine of the correlation of forces, that there is only

one force in nature; and Icannot see why it is reason-

able or scientific to lay aside the only power we

know, and import another idea from without, to ac-

count for the phenomena of nature.

IfI am wrong, I shall be glad to be set right.

Yours, for the truth,

PHILADELPHIA, July 13.

E. D. BURLEIGH.

"H" WRITES, in regard to Mr. M. J. Savage's Easter

sermon : "Its proof that Jesus never appeared to his

disciples after his death is well stated, especially the

point that 'extraordinary facts require extraordinary

testimony both as to quantity and quality.' This

principle the preacher follows faithfully, as he urges

that Spiritualism must still be called upon to furnish

adequate proof, which he thinks may yet be found.

He does not mention the repeated failure of spirits

tomake use of such opportunities, as the sinking of

the 'Florida' and the sudden deaths of so many sol-

diers and others at times and places never revealed.

Facts, a Spiritualist monthly, says that if mediumsdo

not choose to prove their honesty this is 'no reason

why a circle of interested individuals should be

broken up or rudely disturbed by one individual, who

is suspicious of fraud, to the inconvenience of twenty

others who have paid their money and are not dis-

posed to be interrupted.' Further, to protect believ-

ers from being disturbed by exposures of trickery ,

much stress is laid on the difference between persona-

tionand materialization, the distinction in brief being

that mediumswho are caught atit personate, but those

who don't get caught materialize."

FREE THOUGHT AMONG EUROPEAN

REFORMERS .

In the review of "TheWoman Question inEurope,"

which appeared in a recent number of the Tribune,

the writer, referring to France, says : "Here we find,

very frankly avowed, the free-thinking and anti-

religious tendencies which are commonly attributed

to the Continental advocates of female emancipation;

and Mr. Stanton quotes with warm approval a very

advanced leader on the movement, Mlle. Deraismes,

who writes, 'Every womanwho desires to obtain her

rights, or who wishes to escape from tutelage, should

second the free thinking movement. " The "free-

thinking and anti-religious tendencies," to which

your reviewer refers, are not limited in France or,

for that matter, on the Continent generally to the

"advocates of female emancipation." The French-

men, whom we, as liberty-loving Americans, admire

and applaud, those who are bravely contending for

Republicanism, the separation of Church and State,

non-sectarian public schools, the right of association,

a free press and free speech,-the foundation princi-

ples of the United States,-have, with scarcely an

exception, "free-thinking and anti-religious tenden-

cies." Even the deism of the Republicans of 1793

and 1848died out with Laboulaye and Henri Martin.

Grévy, Ferry, Brisson, Clemenceau, et al . ,-not to

speak of Gambetta and others among the dead,-who

are the very backbone of the Third Republic,hold the

same theological views as those "commonly attrib-

uted to the Continental advocates of female emanci-

tive belief in a personal God is retained." And, pation." It would be very easy to explainwhy it is

that the Republican leaders in France are to-day free

thinkers, but that is not to my purpose. I simply

wish to show your reviewer, and one or two of his

confrères who have made somewhat similar state-

ments in examining this book in other newspapers,

that "free-thinking and anti-religious tendencies"

characterize, not only the "advocates offemale eman-

cipation," but all the noble reformers and Republican

statesmen of France, and, Imayadd, of every Conti-

nental country. So that the trueAmerican, whatever

his religious views may be at home, is bound to

"second the free-thinking movement" when he is on

this side of theAtlantic; for, here, free thinking and

progress are synonymous.-Theodore Stanton, in New

York Tribune.

Wecan imagine the manwho"denies his soul im-

mortal" replying: "It is quite possible that youwould

be aknave, and love yourself alone, if it were not for

your belief in immortality; but you are not to force

uponmewhatwould result from your own utter want

ofmoral emotion. I amjust and honest, not because

Iexpect to live in another world, but because,having

feltthepainof injustice and dishonesty towardmyself,

Ihave a fellow-feeling with other men, who would

suffer the same pain if I were unjust or dishonest

toward them. Why should I give my neighbor short

weight in this world, because there is not another

world inwhich I should have nothing to weigh out to

him? I am honest,because I do not like to inflict

evil on others in this life, not because I am afraid of

evil tomyself in another. The fact is, Ido not love

myself alone, whatever logical necessity there may

be for that conclusion in your mind. Ihave a tender

love for my wife and children and friends, and

through that love I sympathize with like affections

in other men. It is a pang to me to witness the

suffering of a fellow-being; and Ifeel his suffering

themoreacutely because he is mortal, because his life

is so short, and I would have it, if possible, filled

with happiness and not misery. Through my union

and fellowship with the menand women I have seen,

Ifeel a like though a fainter sympathy with those I

have not seen; I am able so to live in imagination

with the generations to come that their good is not

alien to me, and is a stimulus to me to labor for ends

which may not benefit myself, but will benefit them.

It is possible that you might prefer to 'live the brute, '

tosell your country, or to slay your father, if you were

not afraid of some disagreeable consequences from

the criminal laws of another world; but, even if I

could conceive no motive butmy own worldly inter-

est or the gratification of my animal desires, I have

not observed that beastliness, treachery, and parri-

cide are the direct way to happiness and comfort on

earth ."-Christian Union.

LILIAN WHITING writes to the Chicago Inter-Ocean :

"Boston is full of pilgrims to culture from the West

and South . Clergymen, teachers, students, amateur

or professional writers throng here in the summer.

Coming from the inland, Boston is comparatively

cool, not to say sometimes arctic, when we have a

genuine, classic east wind turned on, and there are

people to whom seashore hotel life would be inanity

and weakness. These pilgrims locate themselves in

quiet boarding-places, get the advantage of the

'marked down' summer rates; and they haunt the

libraries and investigate Harvard, and take brief

trips to Nahant and Nantasket, to quaint old Marble-

head and beautiful Beach Bluff, and sail down Bos-

tonBay by moonlight. They have the liveliest times

imaginable, and with economy and quiet, too, unless

they are apt to go to Trinity Church to hear Phillips

Brooks . The city does not know much about these

true scholarly tourists, but the librarians learn to

recognize them as those whom culture has marked

for her own. Except the ultra-fashionable set at

Newport, it is quite the fashion to do something

during the summer,-to accomplish some specific in-

tellectual work. There is little imitation of the peo-

ple who make amusement a serious pursuit. They

are left to their devices, but people with different

tastes pursue the even tenor of their own way and

work toward their own achievements ."

MORAL decay in the family is the invariable prelude

to public corruption. It is a false distinction which

wemake between public integrity and private honor.

The man whom you cannot admit into your family,

whose morals are corrupt, cannot be a pure states-
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man. Whoever studies history will be profoundly

convinced that a nation stands or falls with the sanc-

tity of its domestic ties. Rome mixed with Greece,

and learned her morals. The Goth was at her gates,

but she fell not until she was corrupted and tainted

at the heart. The domestic corruption preceded the

political . When there was no longer purity upon the

hearthstone, nor integrity in her Senate, then, and

not till then, her death-knell was rung.-Robertson .

ALL the old abuses in society, universal and partic-

ular, allunjust accumulations of property and power,

are avenged in the same manner. Fear is an in-

structor of great sagacity, and the herald of all revo-

lutions. One thing he teaches, that there is rotten-

ness where he appears. He is a carrion crow ; and,

though you see not well what he hovers for, there is

death somewhere. Our property is timid, our laws

are timid, our cultivated classes are timid. Fear for

ageshas boded andmowed and gibbered overgovern-

ment and property. That obscene bird is not there

for nothing. He indicates great wrongs which must

be revised.-Emerson .

IF only we could realize the cost of any great

thought to him who gives it expression, we should

put an added value on that which attracts and im-

presses us, as we read it or as we hear it spoken.

"The ink of it is a brave man's life-blood," wrote

Carlyle of Hugh Miller's last work. And there is

rarely anything spoken or written so as to lay hold

on the life and heart of others, unless more or less of

the life-blood of him who utters it has gone into its

composition or its expression.-Sunday-school Times .

WHOSOEVER hath his Minde fraught with Many

Thoughts, his Wits and Understanding doe clarifie

and break up in the communicating and discoursing

withAnother: He tosseth his Thoughts, more easily;

He marshalleth them more orderly; He seeth how

they looke when they are turned into Words; Finally,

He waxeth wiser than Himselfe; and that more by

an Houre's Discourse then by a Dayes Meditation.-

Lord Bacon.

THOSE who, without knowing us, think or speak

evil of us, do us no harm : it is not us they attack,

but the phantom of their own imagination.- La

Bruyère.

For The Index.

DIGNITY OF LABOR.

The mythic story of a race encursed

To labor, by a vengeful king, because

One rash progenitor forgot his laws,

Was held as sacred, till it grew and burst

The bounds of man's credulity. It finds

But few believers in these grander days,

When dignity of work and progress slays

The sloth engendered by ignoble minds.

The doctrine is immoral and must fail

In all society where deeper thought

Hath entered or where human love hath wrought

Its strong and living chain with most avail .

MADISON, WIS.

MEDORA CLARK,

For The Index.

THE HIGHEST LOVE.

Love lays the foundations of worlds, and her hand

Forms the billows of ocean to cradle the land;

And she buildeth the hills out of atoms ofsand.

Love weaves the fair curtains looped up by the stars,

Shemaketh the swift wind and lightning her cars;

Andthe blossoming clouds of the morning arehers.

Love nothing despiseth, nor counteth as vain:

What is she improves; inherhand,loss is gain;

E'en the smoke of a battle she turneth to rain.

Love"thinketh no evil," she"seeks not her own" :

From the peasant who reaps to the king on his throne,

She exacts not her tithe till the harvest is grown .

Through ages unnumbered, she plants and she sows,

Thenpatiently waits till the blossoming rose

Andthe lilies of life all their beauties disclose.

The soil planted first in each bosom is self;

And itsflowers are man's pleasures, its fruits are his pelf,

While justice and truth live in books on the shelf.

But, ah! ' twill be shown in the growth of each soul

That the highest self-love seeks the good of the whole,

And this heaven-born truth every act will control.

BELLE C. BUSH.

BELVIDERE SEMINARY, BELVIDERE, N.J.

BOOK NOTICES .

THE UPS AND DOWNS OF DANIEL W. DINGLEBE. By

J. R. Munroe, M.D. The Iron-Clad Age : Indiana-

polis, Ind.: Paper covers. Price 25 cts.

This amising extravaganza gives evidence of con-

siderable imaginative power on the part of the author,

though the part Daniel W. Dinglebe has to play in it

is a very subordinate one. It purports to depict some

of the possibilities of a century and more of progress

in this world, and the scene is laid in the Western

country in the year 1997, when woman's rights and

free love (which the writer seems to think have con-

genialities in common) are accepted facts; and, as he

is the editor of a free-thought journal, he turns the

tables on Christian writers by affirming that the

Church of that future sanctioned all the fashionable

immoralities, and"plenty of Scripture was quoted to

fortify all this"; and one of the personages of the

story declares, "You'll notice now that the infidels

are about the only people that are keeping up the

old-fashioned homes and maintaining the old family

circle." Young and handsome women are dashing

members of Congress. Men do women's work; but,

"as soon as this work was packed off on the men,

they began inventing machines to lighten the labor.

Amanwould rather sweat a year over an invention

than to do an hour's hard work." Light is so cheap-

ened and perfected that all the cities are at night

kept light as day by means of immense electric globes

stationed on high towers. Every man owns his pri-

vate air navigator. "Dynamite and lightning" are the

motor powers . Matches are rendered needless by

pocket electric lighters. Railroads run at the rate of

three hundred miles an hour.. Cars are rendered ac-

cident proof by india-rubber contrivances . When by

some unforeseen accident people are cut or maimed in

any way, they are cured by "Dr. Stackpole's Substi-

tute for Man's Flesh, Blood, and Bone," the "compo-

nent parts of which are chemically identical with the

human body"; and the inventor is experimenting in

hopes of eventually turning out human beings by his

All the necessaries of life are imitated

through improved chemical knowledge and improved

machinery. These are a few of the whimsical ideas

which enliven a rather incredible and fragmentary

story with all sorts of startling episodes scattered

through it .

process.

THE August or midsummer number of the Century

is a very entertaining one . The especially seasonable

articles are "A Glance at British Wild Flowers," by

John Burroughs, beautifully illustrated by Alfred

Parsons; "A Summer Holinight," by Edith м.

Thomas; "Americans at Play," by Edward Eggles-

ton; and the poems, "A Song of the Mocking Bird,"

by Maurice Thompson, and "A Bar Harbor Idyl," by

Edward A. Church. As befits a midsummer number,

there is more than usual space devoted to fiction.

Two new serials are begun, "A New England Win-

ter," by Henry James, and "A Problematic Charac-

ter," by Hjalmar H. Boyesen. Mr. Cable's "Dr.

Sevier" is continued. Frank Stockton gives one of

his characteristic stories in "The Remarkable Wreck

of the 'Thomas Hyke, " and "Ivory Black" has an

artistic story entitled "An Effect in Yellow." Three

timely biographical sketches are given: of "Chinese

Gordon," by W. T. Stead, a personal acquaintance of

Gordon's ; "Carmen Sylva," the literary Queen of

Roumania, by Helen Zimmern; and an authentic

paper on"Gen. Sam Houston," by Alexander Hynds.

Among the illustrated articles, we note the third of

Mrs. Van Rensselaer's series on "Recent Architecture

in America" and "On the Track of Ulysses," by

W. J. Stillman. Among the more serious papers are

I. L. Rice's article on "Work for a Constitutional

Convention" and Washington Gladden's " Three

Dangers, Intemperance, Divorce, and Business Gam-

bling." "Topics of the Times," "Open Letters," and

"Bric-a-brac" contain readable shorter articles and

poems of interest.

THE Atlantic for August has the following table of

contents : "In War Time," by S. Weir Mitchell; " The

Twilight of Greek and Roman Sculpture," by Will-

iam Shields Liscomb; "The Zigzag Telegraph," a

contribution to the scientific mind mysteries of to-day,

such as clairvoyance, mind-reading, etc., by Lloyd G.

Thompson; the second number of "A Cook's Tourist

a sketch of "Nathaniel Parker Willis," by E. F. Hay-

ward; "The Edda among the Algonquin Indians," a

chapter from a forthcoming book by Charles G. Le-

land; "Bugs and Beasts before the Law," by E. P.

Evans ; " An Old New England Divine," being ex-

tracts from the quaint and heretofore unpublished

diary of the Rev. Ezra Stiles; "The Anatomizing of

William Shakspere," by R. G. White; and an essay

by Edith M. Thomas, entitled "Where It Listeth."

"Studies in History," by Henry C. Lodge, and "The

Life and Times of Frederick Denison Maurice" are

the books noticed at length. The "Contributors'

Club" is not remarkably brilliant this month.

THE Catholic World for August has the following

interesting articles in addition to its two serial stories

by Rev. J. Talbot Smith and E. G. Martin and the

legend of "Ta-wan-dah, the Last of the Pecos," by

Rev. J. H. Defouri: "Phases of Faith and Unfaith,"

by Prof. St. George Mivart ; "Two Miraculous Con-

versions from Judaism," by Rev. A. F. Hewitt;

"Concerning Sir Walter Raleigh," by Margaret F.

Sullivan; " Cattle-Ranch Life in Colorado," by W. T.

Larned; "Ruskin as a Teacher," byAgnes Repplier;

"The Last of the Irish Bards," by Alfred M. Will-

iams; "The Cost of Monarchy and Aristocracy in

Great Britain," by W. F. Dennehy.

The vacation number of Wide Awake (August) does

not showmuch evidence of any vacation taken by its

editor or contributors. Every contribution is so ex-

cellent of its kind that it is nearly impossible to note

the particularly good ones. Among the mostnotable,

wemayname the account with portraits of the chil-

dren of the Prince and Princess of Wales; "OurRoyal

Neighbors at Sandringham," by Mrs. Raymond Blath-

wayte; and the ninth of Æsop's Fables versified;

"The Shepherd Boy and the Wolf," by Clara Doty

Bates. Miss Phelps' story of "A Brave Girl" comes

to a satisfactory conclusion in this number.

BABYLAND for August is, like all of D Lothrop &

Co.'s publications, as perfect in its way as any maga-

zine of its kind could be. The babies who miss seeing

and hearing about their lovely companions in this

number we consider have been defrauded of their

legitimate "babies' rights ."

PROSPERITY is consistent with intense worldliness ,

intense selfishness, intense hardness of heart ; while

the grander features of human character, self-sacri-

fice, disregard of pleasure, patriotism, love of knowl-

edge, devotion to any great and good cause,-these

have no tendency to bring menwhat is called fortune.

-Froude.

BELVIDERE SEMINARY.

The plan of an Industrial School which was sentby the

Misses Bush, of Belvidere Seminary, New Jersey, to the

widow of Wendell Phillips, has received her approval and

permission to name the institution, when established, the

Wendell Phillips Memorial Industrial School .

The plan has also been highly commended by some of

the most eminent educators in this country, and active

measures are being taken to insure its success .

Its originators respectfully solicit such aid and influence

in behalf of their enterprise as the friends of Wendell

Phillips may be pleased to offer. They will confer person-

ally or by letter with any one interested in their plan, and

will very gratefully receive donations, in large or small

amounts, of money, books, stationery, pictures,chemical

and philosophical apparatus, or charts and specimens

needed in the study of the Natural Sciences. All parties

responding in any way substantially to this call will be

considered founders of the institution .

Belvidere, Warren County, N.J.

THE FLORAL WORLD.

A SUPERB, ILLUSTRATED $1.00 MONTHLY WILL

BE SENT ON TRIAL

FREE ONE YEAR !

To all who will enclose this ad. to us NOW with 12 20.

stamps to prepay postage. The Indiana Farmer says :

"Contents interesting and to flower lovers well worth the

price,-$1.00 per year." Sworn subscription list over 12,000

ineveryState and Territory, Canada, Great Britain, South
America,Africa, India, andAustralia.

Mrs. R. A.Houk, Bingen, Ind., says: "It is the best floral

paper I ever saw." Mrs. J. W. Fay, Big Beaver, Mich.:

"It is magnificent ! " Mrs. R. G. Stambach, Perth Amboy,

N.J.: "Havenever seen anything half so good." Mrs. J. L.

Shankin, Seneca City, S.C.: " It is just splendid."

ADDRESS

in Spain"; "Dinky, " a story by Mary Beale Brainerd; The Floral World Highland Park, Lake Co., Ill.
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At a conference held last week in St. James

Hall, London, composed of delegates from five

hundred liberal associations and clubs throughout

the country, Mr. John Morley, who presided, in a

speech of vigorous eloquence said, "No power on

earth can henceforth separate the question of

mending the House of Commons from the ques-

tion ofmending or ending the House of Lords."

The statement brought the thousands present to

their feet with enthusiastic cheers. Sir John Lub-

bock moved a resolution condemning the action of

the Lords. This and other resolutions, including

one declaring it to be necessary to destroy the

power of the Lords to thwart the will of the

people, were carried unanimously. The Tories are

not idle ; and their programme, it is affirmed, is to

fight the Franchise Bill during the autumn ses-

sion in the Commons, and not to allow it to reach

the House of Lords before Christmas.

MR. JOHN FISKE's lecture before the Concord

School of Philosophy last Thursday, instead of

forming a part of the discussion of the doctrine of

the immortality of the soul, was devoted wholly

toan exposition of the theory of evolution, in its

physical, psychical, and social aspects. The dis-

course was, it is unnecessary to say, able and brill-

iant, although it contained nothing new for those

who are acquainted with the literature of evolution,

including Mr. Fiske's own published works. But

as Mrs. Harriette R. Shattuck, in her report in the

evening Transcript of this city, says : " Those of the

audience who expected to hear from Mr. Fiske

either a refutation of immortality or an argument

for it were equally disappointed. At the close of

his fine exposition, he merely stated his own belief

as a matter of faith, not pretending to deduce it

from the theory of evolution." It is probable that

the directors of the school desired and expected

a discourse in which should be presented Mr.

Fiske's views as to the teachings or implications

of evolution regarding immortality; but Mr. Fiske

hadhis own tastes and preferences,and he followed

them. Rev. A. P. Peabody, Rev. R. A. Holland,

Prof. Davidson, and Dr. W. T. Harris read elabo-

rateand brilliant papers in defence of immortality.
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the doctrine admitted of demonstration on purely

philosophical grounds. We were assured by per-

sons present that Prof. Davidson would undoubt-

edly keep good the promise he had made to dem-

onstrate immortality with mathematical certainty.

Those who spoke thus did so, it seemed to us, in

the exuberance of their zeal from lack of acquaint-

ance with the theories and the history of specula-

tive philosophy during the past twenty-five cen-

turies. We were not therefore surprised to read

the following in a report of Prof. Davidson's essay

byan intelligent member of the school and a dis-

ciple of Dr. Harris: "If proof can be conclusive

when the argument from which it results is based

on premises which are an assumption, and which

need as much proof as the conclusion, then his

[Prof. Davidson's] proof was conclusive. Prof.

Davidson's logic seemed a chain of definitions

with no fact as their basis. One felt inclined to

apply to it the reply of Hamlet to Polonius, 'Words,

words, words. " From the abstract reports of

Prof. Davidson's lecture which have appeared, it

is of course impossible to judge as to the fairness

of these strictures. It would be interesting to

know what he thinks of the "demonstrations" of

Rev. R. A. Holland and Dr. Harris who thought

his reasoning inconclusive.

JOHN STUART MILL said that the kind of testi-

mony on which men were declared insane was

ludicrous and frightful. According to a London

despatch, on July 28th, in the court of the

Queen's Bench, a verdict of £1,000 was rendered

in favor of a Mrs. Weldon in a suit for damages

against a physician who had signed a certificate

for her seclusion as a "person of unsound mind, a

fit subject for care and treatment," under which an

attempt had been made to take her to an asylum.

Mrs. Weldon conducted her own case in court.

"A recent trial in England," says the London In-

quirer, "shows that there are psychological experts

-as 'mad-doctors' are now called-who can see

undoubted proofs of insanity in what common-

sense people regard as more or less harmless ec-

centricities. And, in some cases, the experts them-

selves are not free from suspicion of lunacy on

their own principles. There is no doubt that

some of the private lunatic asylums are presided

over by men of the highest character and profes-

sional skill, but the dangers of abuse through the

lax administration of the Lunacy Commissioners

are admitted; and the remedy, as we ventured

to point out in a recent review of Mrs. Lowe's

English Bastiles, is to abolish private asylums, and

to allow none but public institutions under care-

ful government inspection."

A FEW weeks ago in the Herald of this city

appeared a notice of Capt. R. C. Adams' Travels in

Faith, which, unlike the reviews one is accustomed

to read in the columns of that paper, was grossly

unfair, unjust, and false. Whatever the reason or

motive of such a notice, it is evident that, screened

behind the impersonality of a daily journal on

which many editorial pens are employed, the

writer indulged in recklessness of statement which

would have been guarded against, had the article

appeared over his own name. The notice says :

Capt. Adams "has been not a little notorious for

articles in the religious press, both orthodox and

liberal, in which he has cast severe reflections on

his father and mother, and emptied the cesspool

of his own coarseness and blunders into the lap of

the public." One of these falsehoods is particu-

larly atrocious, when the fact is considered that

Adams' references to his parents in this volume,

and in all his writings in which allusions to them

occur, are marked by affection and reverent regard

for their memory. Compared with such slanders

as the above, mere depreciation of the book-such

as the statement that it "is a reckless and luck-

less jumble of notions and opinions which are of

value to nobody, and which, as a New England

man, he ought to be ashamed to have written"-

need not be noticed. In another column may be

found avery fair review of Travels in Faith, copied

from the Boston evening Transcript.

In his essay read at the Concord School of

Philosophy last week, Rev. Dr. Peabody argued

for immortality from the alleged fact of the resur-

rection of Christ. Prof. Thomas Davidson, in some

remarks following the essay, regretted that, in

support of the doctrine of immortal life, an appeal

had been made to a doubtful historic event, when

A CORRESPONDENT of the Boston Advertiser

casts doubt upon the genuineness of the "Teachings

of the Twelve Apostles,"-the famous manuscript

which Bishop Philotheos Bryennios, metropolitan

of Nicodemia, claimed some months since to have

found tenyears previous in the library belonging

to the Holy Sepulchre in Constantinople. It was

published last year by Bryennios with preface and

notes; and the claim made for it was that it was a

manuscript of the eleventh century, restoring to

history a treatise belonging to the early part of

the second century, which was quoted from and

valued as high authority by early Fathers of the

Christian Church. Hitherto, scholars have ex-

pressed surprise that the document, if genuine, was

not discovered until 1873, since the library in which

it was alleged to have been found had been ran-

sackedby many scholars for years; but the Ad-

vertiser's correspondent, while forbearing to pro-

nounce the work a forgery, gives some additional

reasons for regarding its genuineness with sus-

picion, which he says is common among the

scholars of the East. He thinks Bryennios com-

petent, as respects ability, learning, and position, to

construct such a work. He thinks American the-

ologians have been too much inhaste to credit the

testimony of the metropolitan of Nicomedia. Prof.

E. C. Smyth, of Andover, in a letter to the Ad-

vertiser, expresses the opinion that Bishop Bryen-

nios' "conduct and character alone should shield

him from uspicion, unless there is evidence

against him very different from anything sug-

gested byyour correspondent." As the Springfield

Republican remarks, "Whether this remarkable

treatise is to pass into history as a true copy of

one of the most interesting primers of the Chris-

tian faith or as one of the most ingenious of pious

frauds yet awaits for further evidence. "
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WORK AND REST.

Ithas been calculated that if everyhuman being

of suitable age were to work four hours aday, the

aggregate result would be amply adequate to sup-

ply all the needs of human life, even accordingto

the most civilized standards of human need. Pos-

sibly, this calculation implies some curtailment in

the matter of certain so-called luxuries ; as , for

instance, it might shorten the wineandcigar bills

of some men, and cut down the extravagant orna-

mentation of dress indulged in by some women.

Yet all wholesome wants and elevating tastes

might still be supplied.

through the misfortune of having nothing to do.

Several of them have gone from one gilded form

of dissipation to another, until they have become

common sots of the bar-rooms and streets. Gen-

teel leisure may have more refinements surround-

ing it, but it is as full ofdanger as plebeian leisure.

Fortunate are they who, having no need to earn

their daily bread, have yet resolved to earn the

right to life bymaking their lives useful to their

fellow-men; who, able to live without a single

day's labor, have yet fixed upon some noble pur-

pose, and voluntarily marked out for themselves a

career to which they have heroically adhered, as

if their daily sustenance depended upon it. For-

tunate, too, are they who are kept in pure and

honest ways by the necessity of honest toil. If

they are deprived of some of the opportunities of

those who are not necessitated by their lot to a

life of toil, they escape also the peculiar perils of

that kind of leisure .

Work will doubtless become more equalized

among different classes of society as the world

progresses, and some species of drudgery, it may

behoped,maybe abolished by improved facilities

and methods. But work in itself is the condition

of human progress. It holds the warp and the

woof of human destiny. Worth, character, suc-

cess, happiness, all depend upon it. Nature offers

its bounties to man, but as it were in the rough

Ifmanwould secure the full benefit of them,

and attain to the full measure of his possible

power, hemust put forth his own energy of body

and mind, in order to supplement and fulfil nat-

ure's purpose. And there is honor in all honest

and needful work to this end. The leisure that is

wanted is only leisure from excess of hard physical

toil, so that mind and heart may more equally

share in the productive and beneficent activity.

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

ore.

But suppose such a change in the industrial

habits of people were to be at once inviolably de-

creed and that every capable person were to be

compelled accordingly to work four hours a day,

no more and no less, would the change be a ben-

efit? Mostprobably not. And for the reason that

the great majority of people wouldbe entirely un-

prepared for such amomentous revolution in their

methods of living. Theywould have a large amount

of time thrownupontheir hands,which theywould

be unable to put to any profitable use. Three-

fourths of the active hours of every day wouldbe

holiday. And multitudes of people have not yet

learned how to use aright the few holidays we

have in this country. On the evening of the last

Decoration Day in Boston, the day of all days that

should be holily kept, we saw in half an hour's

walk on two of the most frequented streets sev-

eral badly intoxicated men, and this though the

liquor saloons were ostensibly closed. In the

present condition of society, leisure hours to very

many people are either a burden or a moral peril.

People either suffer ennui and lassitude on account

of them, or else, their appetites being sensual,

they indulge in animal gratification, and call that

having a good time. To use leisure time well re-

quires a certain amount of mental and moral edu-

cation already. To limit work to four hours daily

would mean for large numbers of people merely

idleness for the remainder of the presentworking-

day. They would not need the time for rest, and ❘ mammals. Looking at the feast which Nature

they would not be capable by their mental tastes

and habits of using it for any other good purpose.

Before they could profitably employ so much time,

their mental and moral natures need to be much

more effectively developed. And this is the gen-

eral work of education,-a work which doubtless

requires for its objects the gradual lessening in

many cases of the hours of physical toil in order

to secure the needed time for intellectual culture.

But idleness is never the kind of rest which

human beings in general stand in need of. Where

there has been overwork, it may sometimes be nec-

essary as a medicine, necessary for restoring the

proper conditions of health. But, in a normal,

healthful state of things, idleness, or the condition

of nothing to do, has no place. Sleep is the natural

mode of rest for the human faculties, when tired.

But for the faculties to be awake and yet not ac-

tive is something unnatural, monstrous. It be-

tokens either disease or imbecility. The trouble

is that, in idleness, the faculties usually are active,

and that, not being turned by inward disposition

to good, they easily slip to the wrong. Idleness is

the bane of humanity. It is the season when

temptations entrap their prey. Occupation is sal-

vation to thousands of souls. Nor does it matter

whether it be the poor or the rich who have this

misfortune of idle hours. The kind of tempta-

tions may be different for the two classes,but the

result is much the same. Some of the newspapers

have recently reported the sad fate to which a

unmber of wealthyyoung men of good families
in New York have, in recentyears,been brought

THE COST OF MY ORANGE .

Every fruit, nut, or berry is an invitation. The

invitation is not to man, but to birds and to lower

spreads, man might say that no seat at the table

was reserved for him. If the vision which Peter

saw had been a bloodless feast of fruits from

Nature herself, the voice which he thought a voice

from heaven would have been an invitation spoken

in colors and odors to birds and bears and apes.

And, if the man Peter had reached forth his

hand, an uninvited guest, he would have seized

an apple as bitter as a crab and an orange as un -

savory as the wild apple. There is nothing good

but a good man, and very little good for man

except what he has made good.

My orange is very good. What was its cost ?

To make it an orange was the cost to Nature of

countless forces and countless ages. To make it

a good orange was the cost to man of incessant

battle for a thousand years against Nature. My

orange was not one of the fruits of paradise , if

paradise was Nature in the morning flush. Eons

passed over the globe before there was flower or

fruit. Ethereal pulsations which our senses trans-

late into heat and light beat against the world,

and translate themselves into animals and plants .

We all sit on the same throne with the Emperor

of China, who calls himself "the Son of the Sun. "

Now, it appears from recent investigations that

short and quick pulsations poured into space by

a young sun are potent for the building up of

weeds thatdo not flower, and that longer and

slower pulsations issued from an older sun are

more potent for the creation of flower and fruit.

In corroboration of this view of the chemistries

of the sunbeam, the geologic record tells us that

the morning of Nature had long passed before the

earth was gemmed with a flower. The ancestor

of myorange tree was apre-carboniferous crypto-

gam. In the age which followed the carbonif-

erous, it was a succulent weed bearing a yellow

flower. Grant Allen has shown that yellow was

probably the color of all primeval flowers, and

that the yellowbuttercup is probably very near to

the pattern of the primeval flower. The parts of

the flower, as every one knows, are modified leaves .

The inner whorl of leaves forms the pistils. Now,

in the buttercup, the pistils do not coalesce, but

remain separate. This condition is very simple.

It is called "apocarpous." The remote ancestor

of my orange flower was probably yellow and cer-

tainly apocarpous .

The buttercup has no fruit. The seed is packed

in a close-fitting pod, which does not split. Seed

and pod seem as one. This form is called"akene."

The ancestor of my orange, when the seed was

evolved from the flower without an encasing rind

of fruit, was an akene. The akene is prophetic of

the legume. The pea is later than the buttercup.

In the struggle for life, plants have come to be-

have something like rational beings. Why is it

that in early spring so many weeds push into

flower, only to have their bloom nipped by the

frost ? If the weedwere rational and vocal, would

it not say : "I have all the days of summer before

me. I can ripen my seed and cast it into the

ground, and see myself in weedlets long before the

coming of winter. Why then should I not pa

tiently wait the going of winter?"

This is not the voice of the weed. Its conduct,

seemingly irrational, is prompted by a deep vege-

table philosophy. Put in a human way, the lan-

guage of the weed is this: "The struggle to live

and the struggle for room to live in are very sharp.

The willow stands at the water's edge, not from

choice,but for sanctuary, driven there by compe-

tition. I want room. The plot of earth which I

havepre-empted is not enough for myprogeny. My

neighbors, too, need room. Every weed wants to

pre-empt the ground about it for its seeds. Now,

we have found by experience reaching through

many ages that the battle is to the swift, and that

possession is nine points in our law. I find it

better to incur the risk of frost, if I can gain time

and cast my seed into the ground before my

neighbor."

In struggle for room was the first impulse

toward fruit. That plant or shrub which can dis-

perse most widely its seeds has the advantage.

For light seeds, the wind is a carrier. For seeds of

greater bulk, other carriers are wanted.

The most fascinating chapters of botanical sci-

ence are those in which Darwin and others have

shown how flowers secure the attention of insects ,

and their service in impregnating the stigma with

pollen. Equally fascinating would be the chap-

ters in which another Darwin would show the

many contrivances by which seeds have drafted the

bird or mammal into service to secure their disper-

sion. To make the wind a servitor required only

the evolution of a little sail or tuft of floss. To

make the animal an unwilling servitor required

only the development of little spikes, barbs,

hooks, or harpoons. Sandspurs, burs, and beggar-

lice are as cheap, physiologically, as they are

mean.

No animal will knowingly serve aplant for noth-

ing. Nor will the plant serve the animal gratu-

itously. Now, the delicious pulp of my orange is

of no immediate use to the tree. To produce it is

a heavy draft on the tree's vitality. It were better

for the tree as an individual to bear its seeds, as it

did bear them once, in a pod. It were physiologi-

cally cheaper to arm themwith spikes or barbs,
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and thus send them abroad in the hair of mam-

mals. But a time came in the history of the

orange-tree when neither of these methods would

secure the dispersion of the seeds. An investing
rind of fruit was developed, an invitation to hun-

gry mouths. The fruit was digestible, the seeds

were not. Dispersion of the seeds was secured at

theexpense of growing the fruit.

The orange passed from the apocarpous condi-

tion through "variation" and "survival of thefit-

test." The seed-vessels coalesced, thickened, and

became a sort of berry.

This is not a conjecture. The grape, too, is

formed by a thickening of the seed-vessels; but,

unlike the orange, it carries no vestige of a pod.

The thin, longitudinal segments are the heirlooms

an orange holds from a remote podlike ancestor.

If proofwerewanting, we have it in the tendency

of all oranges to "split," and in the atavism seen

now and then in an orange with the segments more

or less completely separated at the apex. This is

alapse toward the apocarpous condition.

Theorange which came from the labors of Nat-

ure to the quadrupedal and quadrumanous mam-

mal was only "the promise and potency" of our

orange. We know where Nature left off, but we

do not know when man began. Prof. Heer has

shown that the lake-dwellers of Switzerland in the

times we call "Neolithic" and "Bronze" culti-

vated wheat, barley, oats, peas, and beans very

inferior to those cultivated now in Europe. The

Romans cultivated the pear; but, from Pliny's de-

scription, Darwin infers that it was such a pear

aswewouldhardly tolerate now. DeCandolle has

foundin an ancient mosaic atRome the represen-

tation of a melon; but, as the Romans say nothing

about the melon, Darwin is led to infer that it had

not yetbecome a delicious fruit.

Thepalate of paleolithic man, perhaps, was sat-

isfied with the paleolithic orange. But, as man

improved, his senses improved. When he rose

above nature, his chief industry was to lift nature

tothe levelofhis improved tastes. He had a hard

task withthe orange. Fertilization and the plough

andhoe andrake and pruning-knife have wrought

a slow amelioration in the ill-flavored fruit.

Sports of better flavor came; and these were "se-

lected" by man, as long before the pulpiest peri-

carps had been selected by nature.

but no intelligence moves with the sap of an

orange. The treelet has no idea that it will ever

be a tree. Its growth seems a reminiscence. Its

young shoots are angular, succulent weeds, which

stop to rest before they round out and grow firm.

They droop and sprawl, as if they were compo-

nents of a vine. Most of them must be removed,

and what is left must be directed.

With enemies in the ground and enemies in the

air, the tree is an enemy to itself. Its thorns are

terrific. They are simply aborted branches, and

are not developed as an armor of defence to the

tree. They spear and tear the leaves. They spear

and spoil the fruit. They might have wrought for

the very destruction of the tree. Here is a fact

significant alike to the naturalist and the orange-

grower.

During a wind storm last October, a large num-

ber of oranges were speared by thorns. The exud-

ing juices attracted swarms of insects, and the

insects attracted wood-peckers. The birds, in tak-

ing the insects, got incidentally a taste of orange.

They liked it. A woodpecker discovered this lux-

ury something as a Chinaman discovered roast pig.

And it reasoned better than the Chinaman is said

to have reasoned. It saw that the pulp had ex-

uded from thorn-wounds, and it inferred that its

place was inside the rind. Afew birds, more pro-

gressive than the rest, were observed to peck un-

thorned oranges for the pulp. The habit cannot

become general, as the anatomical structure of

the woodpecker is fixed and is not adapted to

orange-eating. If this habit had been acquired in

early times, it might have deflected the lines of

evolution, both of woodpecker and orange. If

any case occurs in which birds devour the fruit

without scattering the seeds, the end for which the

fruit is would be defeated.

And, now, you have the delicious orange at a

cost to you of three or five cents. But, ifyou have

followed me through this paper, you have counted

costs which may modify your views of nature, and

shape in you a better philosophy. If the religion-

makers of the race had been tillers of the soil and

growers of fruit, all religions would have been

what Buddhism is, pessimistic.

W. D. GUNNING.

EMERSON AND THE CONCORD SCHOOL OF

PHILOSOPHY .

II.

As man was working upward, Nature was in-

creasing her enemies, and launching them against

his work to thrust downward. The wild apple-

tree has hardly an enemy, while ours has a hun-

dred and seventy-six enemies. I do not know of

anymortal enemy to the wild orange of Florida.

Count the enemies of the Homosassa or Jaffa, and

you are counting one item of cost, in human toil,

of my orange. Nature is against it. Florida re-

ceives it into her sandy bosom with reluctance.

She gives it room, and that is all. Her gopher

burrows for it. Her white ant, a lapsed species, ❘ growing mind, though at first often undervalued.

kills it by subterranean bites. Her "scale," an-

other lapsed insect, fastens in countless billions on

its leaves and bark, and sucks its life-juices. It is

a fact of deep significance that all the deadly foes

to the tree which is rising above its old level are

species which have sunk below the level held by

their ancestors. A heavy item in the cost of my

orange is the killing of what, in a beneficent order
of things, would never have lapsed, or lapsing

wouldnot have lingered to torment other organ-

isms. The vilest superstitions-that is, things that

"stand over" beyond their time-are infestations.

Another item, which scores high in the cost of

an orange, is the correctives applied to the tree

itself. I know something of

"The mind which stirs between

Thewings of bees and building wasps" ;

On Monday morning, July 28, two remarkably

interesting essays were read by Mrs. Cheney and

Miss Peabody. The former spoke of Emerson in

Boston: first, as a school-boy, taking out the first

volume of a novel for six cents from a circulating

library, but never reading the second, because his

aunt told him his mother could not afford such an

expense; then, as a pastor ; and, finally, as the lect-

urer, exercising an immense influence over the city's

Thus, a young lawyer said to a lady, "I don't re-

member a word of Mr. Emerson's lecture last

night, do you?" "Oh, yes: he said that shallow

brains have short memories."

Miss Peabody opened her treasure of reminis-

cences by relating how Emerson said : "Without

much faculty of verse, I am a poet ; and I can't

live anywhere but in the country.... My holiday
home was always in Concord." She once asked

him whether he would have developed as he did, if

he had not had his Aunt Mary ; and he answered:

"Oh, that would have made a difference. Aunt

Mary ? Why, she was as great an influence as

Greece or Rome." When nineteen, he gave les-

sons in Greek to Miss Peabody, who was a year

younger; but scarcely a word beyond what was

absolutely necessary passed between the shy stu-

dents, until she asked for his bill. Then, he called

on herwith his brother William, and said he had

no bill ; for he found he could teach her nothing.

Adozen years later, when she told him how his

hearers at East Lexington said, "We are a simple

people; and we cannotunderstand anypreacherbut

Mr. Emerson," he answered: "If I had not been

cut off entirely from the pulpit, perhaps I might

have made something of the sermon. Henceforth,

the lyceum must be my pulpit." As he was cor-

recting the proof-sheets of his Divinity School Ad-

dress, she advisedhim to use a capital, whencalling

Jesus the friend; but he replied, "No : directly I

put that capital F, my readers go to sleep." She

also advised him to insert a passage which had

been omitted in delivery, and would have dis-

armed some of Dr. Ware's objections ; but he said:

"No: it would be shabby to spring this passage

now upon Dr. Ware. I must abide by what Ide-

livered." Among his other sayings were these :

"Whoever would preach Christ in these times

must say nothing about him." "I feel myself to

be in the midst of a truth which Ido not compre-

hend, which comprehends me." When Miss Pea-

body asked him if there were not something in

God corresponding to our human sensibility, he

answered, "No."

That evening, Mr. Sanborn spoke of Emerson's

equality as a poet with Dante, Shakspere, and

Milton. His prose, like Milton's, is the prose of

a poet. In purity of will, also,he resembles Mil-

ton, who excelled in verse as he did in prose.

Matthew Arnold's estimate of Emerson is pecu-

liarly incorrect, in putting his poetry below Gray's,

to which Mr. Sanborn considers it far superior.

Mr. Mozoomdarhad been promised for the next

morning; but he did not come over from Calcutta

orsend a word to be read aloud. So the lecturer

was Dr. Harris on Emerson, Goethe, and Car-

lyle, preachers of the nineteenth century doctrine,

which is the rise of the individual out of prescrip-

tion into self-determination. Goethe looks at man

as the result of institutions, and recognizes self-

renunciation of the individual to the universal,

which idea Carlyle accepts also. Emerson puts

man above institutions. Our piercing seer discov-

ers in Goethe only the self-seeker, and thinks him

incapable of self-surrender to heroic devotion.

Emerson could forgive things in Burns that he

could not in Goethe, and was impatient of his vel-

vet way of living. He sees clearly enough the

place of Goethe in literature,but is not able thor-

oughly to account for it. Goethe alone has seen

the contrast of the modern to the middle age.

Carlyle spends his entire literary career in favor of

individualism, as manifested by men in power or

supported by institutions. Emerson, on the other

hand, upholds personal morals.

Mr. Snider then spoke of Goethe as the emanci-

pator of men from the modern Mephistopheles of

negative culture. His life was inadequate to his

works; but Emerson's life was above his works,

though he was the fountain of American litera-

ture, and there are more centres in him than in

any other man of the nineteenth century. He is

our highest example save one.

That evening, Prof. René de Poyen Belleisle

spoke extempore in French with great enthusiasm,

andwith remarkably thorough knowledge of Em-
erson's works. Referring to Mr. Burroughs' com-

plaint of lack of unity, he made prominent the

fact that Emerson was ever faithful to the highest

of unities, that of aim. He always spoke as a re-

former, and every word was meant to make men

better. "Whenever I read Nature, I feel as if I

were looking at the glory of the dawn," said the

lecturer, whose own translation of "The Rhodora"

into French was especially charming.
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Walt Whitman, H. G. O. Blake, and W. E.

Channing all failing to appear or contribute any-

thing for the next morning, a long hour was occu-

pied by readings from Mr. Channing's generally

ignored poems and accounts of Thoreau. That

Transcendental Robin Hoodwas then portrayed in

his relations to the Emerson household. These

grew more intimate after the death of Charles, its

most practical member, and then againduring Mr.

Emerson's journey to Europe. This last was the

cause ofhis leaving the Waldenhermitage. Little

as Thoreau cared about money, no one could get

the better of him when he was making bargains

for others. Seldom was he false to his own words,

"Staying at home is the heavenly way." He once

wrote to a publisher: "I can sympathize with the

barberrybush, whosebusiness is solely to ripen its

fruit, not to sweeten it. I mean only to earn

enough to purchase silence with. " Equally char-

acteristic is Emerson's saying to Miss Peabody,

whenhe had to go out to look at a load of wood,

"Wemustsee to those things,you know, as ifthey

were real." Dr. Harrisgave a powerful and lucid ex-

position of "Uriel," "The Elements," and "Brahma,”

which he illustrated by parallel passages from the

Bhagavat-Gita. Mr. Sanborn closed by reading

apoem sent for the occasion by Miss Amélie Ver-

onique Petit, of Cornell University, and containing

the following lines :

"Great with the greatness of a gentle life,

Great with the greatness of a true , pure heart,

Andof the spirit that upholds the right,

He lived; and, now, a grand,benignant teacher

Ofhighest truths,he sleeps as Plato sleeps .

...He lives ,

Ever will live while thought immortal is ,

While spirit outlasts sense, and truth supreme

Andpurity andlove outshine the stars ."

The audiences have beenmuch larger this sum-

mer than in previous years; and the school is cer-

tainly to be congratulated on having ceased to

waste its time on childish fancies or meaningless

abstractions, and presented so interesting and in-

spiring a theme.

F. M. HOLLAND.

SPENCER, HARRISON, AND RELIGION .

III.

The last word of Spencer is that "we are ever in

the presence of an Infinite and Eternal Energy

from which all things proceed." There is no ab-

solute negation here. Though unknown, yet well

known, is that Unknowable of which we can predi-

cate eternity and infinity and the origination of all

things that are. Mr. Spencer does but give a

negative answer to the Old Testamentdemand:

"Canst thou by searching find out God? Canst

thou find out the Almighty to perfection?" But

too often he has seemed to claim for the Unknow-

able as such religious inspiration. It is as devoid

of it as Mr. Harrison contends. " The doctrine

of evolution asserts, as the widest and deepest

truth which the study of nature can disclose to us,

that there exists a Power to which no limit in time

or space is conceivable, and that all the phenom-

ena of the universe are, whether they be what

we call material or what we call spiritual phenom-

ena, manifestations of this Infinite and Eternal

Power." Surely there is no lack of knowledge

here. We cannot know anything aright without

knowing it of God. The old claim of theology to

be Scientia scientiarum, the Science of the sci-

ences, was never made so good before as it is now.

Andit iswhat we know thatmakes the Unknown

and the Unknowable the boundless continent of

religious sentiments and aspirations. Whatmakes

the unknown so quickening to our awe, our glad

ness, and our trust, is that the little we do know

is so wonderful, so marvellous; and we proceed to

people all the vast unknown with the benignant

forms and forces that have been openly revealed to

The last lecture of the Emerson week, that

written for Wednesday evening, July 30, by Rev.

G. W. Cooke, of Dedham, told how the Concord

philosopher looked at nationality. Emerson was

at once American and cosmopolitan. To him, all

the nations were parts in the great anthem we call

history. Nothing was dearer to him than his own

country ; and he created her literature through his

appeal for insight into to-day. Zealous as he was

that America should be American, he was equally| pected to see "all the sea at once, the commensu-

desirous that we should not be partisans for her,

but that she should remain the universal bene-

factor, hospitable to all the nations. To be true

Americans, we must be faithful to humanity.

Genuine democratic spirit bids us consider the

rights of all men.

In this series of lectures, very little was said of

Emerson's views of art or his relations to scientific

thought, but otherwise his position was elaborately

defined in every respect. Mr. Mead and Mr.

Albee spoke in full sympathy with his views ;

but other speakers were unwilling to accept his

antagonism to the Church, and inclined to sup-

posethathewent backward in lateryears. Itmay

bewell to remember that he kept his place to the

last among the Vice-Presidents of the Free Relig-

us. When Charles Lamb was fifteen and Mary

twenty-six, they saw the sea for the first time, and

were not a little disappointed because they ex-

rate antagonist of the earth." But, when we stand

on the seashore and look seaward, is it only, as he

said, "a slip of salt water" that we see, or only

"Eastward as far as the eye can see,

Eastward, eastward endlessly

Thesparkle and tremor of purple sea" ?

It maybe allwe see, it is not all we feel. Surely,

what fills us with a joy so keen that it is almost

pain is not alone the flashing tumult of the great

expanse of waters : it is also that beyond where sky

and water meet, with the mind's eye, we see the

ocean reaching on and on, and beautiful with the

same unspeakable beauty as the little space that

lies within our field of actual vision. It is the

beauty of the known that makes the beauty of the

unknown so sure and so entrancing. And, just as

ious Association, thathe published that extremely | surely, the soul's normal delight in the infinite

radical essay, "The Preacher," in 1880, and that,

less than eighteen months before his death, he

read carefully his Address at the Divinity School

in 1838, and said he thought so still. When asked

inhis closing years what his views were, he would

simply point to his books. It is best to do so now.

Brilliant, learned, and reverential as are the men

and women who have spoken and written about

him at Concord and elsewhere, they have only

madeplainer the fact that he is his own best inter-

preter. The commentators can do nothing better

thancollect parallel passages from his own works.

All that is necessary for any reader to understand

him is to keep on reading.

God is not produced by any purely negative un-

known. No more is it by any positive known.

No, but by our warrantable conviction that all the

infinite unknown is, equally with the little terri-

tory that we know, the haunt of beauty, order,

symmetry, and law.

Of such an Unknowable as this, unknown in

itself as all things are, not less Mr. Harrison's

Humanity than Mr. Spencer's Infinite and Eternal

Energy, but known as infinite and eternal, known

as the Source of everything that is, known as it

manifests in all things we can see or hear or ap-

prehend in anywaywith sense or mind, better and

*Excursions of an Evolutionist, John Fiske, p. 301.

better known with every new advance of science,

-of such an Unknowable as this it is hardly so

allowable to speak disrespectfully as of the

equator. To make a religion out of our relation

to it is hardly as extravagant as it would be to

make a religion out of our relations to the equator.

There is nothing sweet and good in Mr. Harrison's

Religion of Humanity that is not here as well.

George Eliot's "Choir Invisible" is here, "whose

music is the gladness of the world." The motive,

"other men have labored," is here to shame our

negligence in entering into their labors ; but, with

more generous inclusions, all souls, not merely all

saints, accounted parts of that Grand Humanity

which demands our highest service and our deep-

est love. Herbert Spencer's Data of Ethics is but

a single chapter in his doctrine of religion, and

Positivism is not a whit more exigent than that

in its demands for sympathy and mutual further-

ance between man and man. All that is valuable

in ethical Positivism is in ethical Evolutionism

too. But the Religion of Humanity does not

involve all that is best in the religion of the evo-

lutionist, save when it lapses into some woful in-

consistency, as it does when Mr. Harrison declares :

"Humanity is the grandest object of reverence

within the region of the real and known. Hu-

manity with the world on which it rests as its base and

environment." "You should see Vich Ian Vohr

with his tail on," says Evan Dhu to Waverley, in

Scott's romance. And here is humanity with a

tail on, such as no comet ever swung through

heavenly spaces,-"the world on which it rests as

its base and environment." With this trifling

addition of the infinite and eternal universe toMr.

Harrison's Humanity, it answers quite as well as

Mr. Spencer's "Infinite and Eternal Energy, from

which all things proceed," for the principal object

of religious admiration, awe, and trust.

The God of Evolutionism does not invite to

wonder and to mystery alone. It does invite to

these, as Mr. Harrison allows ; yet not for a mere

unknown, but for an Unknown shot through and

through with gleams from the great sun of knowl-

edge which is mounting steadily the morning sky

of human history. It invites to these with a per-

suasion that grows every day more irresistible.

But it invites no less to every one of those atti-

tudes and beatitudes of mind and heart which

Mr. Harrison declares to be the roots and fibres of

religion, and, to a degree, toward which the Re-

ligion of Humanity, without its universe annex,

must ever strive in vain. It invites to "love, awe,

sympathy, gratitude, consciousness of dependence,

reverence for majesty, goodness, creative en-

ergy, and life. " It is not "a religion only to stare

at." It is a religion that is a principle that re-

sponds to Mr. Harrison's demand that it shall be

capable of "affecting human life by acting on the

human spirit," and capable of expressing itself in

institutions looking to these ends.

...

It is Mr. Harrison's insistence that a religion is

worthless which does not directly concern itself

with human conduct. And Mr. Matthew Arnold

has told us, with considerable iteration, that con-

duct is three-fourths of human life. If it were

seven-eighths, or even a larger fraction,a religion

thathad no concern with human conduct, if such

a thing were possible, might not be worthless. It

might "sustain and harmonize our thoughts about

the world we live in and our place in that world,"

and this alone would be no trifling boon. The

religion of evolution does exactly this ; for it is

part and parcel of a science and philosophy that

exhibit all the parts of the great whole of things

as linked and orderly, so that, as George Herbert

sang,-

"Each part may call the farthest brother."
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Areligion that didno more than so sustain and

tranquillize our thoughts upon the bosom of an

everlasting faithfulness, which Science names the

invariable law,-would not, I think, be wholly un-

concerned with human life. But the religion of

evolutionism is concerned with human life in a

more obvious manner. "For clearly, when you say

of amoral belief that it is a product of evolution,

you imply that it is something which the universe

through untold ages has been laboring to bring

forth, andyou ascribe to it a value proportionate

to the enormous effort it has cost to produce it. "*

There are those who consciously oppose themselves

to evolutionism, who claim for ethics a religious

source and aim, and imagine that in doing this

they are antagonizing the philosophy of evolu-

tion. But never has a system of ethics been con-

ceived that is more fundamentally religious than

the ethics of the consistent evolutionist. He is

not talking rhetoric, but science, when he declares

that the distinction between right and wrong is

rooted in the deepest foundations of the universe.

WhenWordsworth in his "Ode to Duty" sings,-

"Thou dostpreserve the stars from wrong ,

Andthemost ancient heavens through thee are fresh and

strong,"

he is not more poetical than scientific. For the

same Unending Genesis that evolved the original

nebula into suns and stars has wrought into the

inmost substance of the universe the principles of

right and wrong. "Human responsibility," says

Mr. Fiske, "is made more strict and solemn than

ever, when the Eternal Power that lives in every

event of the universe is seen to be in the deepest

possible sense the author of the moral law that

should guide our lives, and in obedience to which

lies our only guarantee of the happiness which is

incorruptible, which neither inevitable misfortune

nor unmerited obloquy can ever take away."

It is no ghost of religion, that appeals to us

with thoughts and sanctions such as these. It is a

veritable religion, capable of "affecting human life

byacting on the human spirit" as no substitute for

religioncando, even one so high and noble as the

so-called Religion of Humanity. For it not only

gives to moral sanctions

"an equal date

WithAndes and with Ararat,"

but, seeing that the moral law is rooted in the

foundations of the universe, the universe is mor-

alized by this perception : the infinite dark of the

Unknown orbs itself into a Sun of Righteousness

with healing in its wings.

JOHN W. CHADWICK.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

MR. CHARLES WATTS informs us that he ex-

pects to arrive in America the first week in Sep-

tember; and he wishes applications for lectures to

be addressed to him at 248 Yonge Street, Toronto,

Ont., care of Mr. A Piddington.

THE Sunday School Times remarks that "what is

wanted for keeping the world moving is not the

capacity for finding easy ruts, but the quick eye

and skilled intelligence which will enable one to

break new paths where necessary, and to lead

wisely rather than to be led unwisely."

In a recent speech, Col. T. W. Higginson said :

"Many think that it is easy to get out ofa party,

butveryhard to get in again. The reverse is true.

It is hard to get out of a party. We have to sever

oldties and read newspapers. But to get in again

is easy. It is like going through an oiled door. "

*Excursions of an Evolutionist, John Fiske, p. 303.

"Nor as adventitious, therefore," says Spencer,

"will the wise man regard the faith thatis in him.

The highest truth he sees he will fearlessly utter ;

knowing that, let what maycome, he is thus play-

ing his right part in the world,--knowing that, if

he can effect the change he aims at, well; if not,

well also, though not so well." Nobler far are

these words than any that defend or excuse a tem-

porizing policy.

In his Outlines of Psychology with Special Refer-

ence to the Theory of Education, Mr. James Sully

relates that a little girl less than five years old,

after watching her father, a clergyman, some time

while he was writing a sermon, put to him the fol-

lowing question, "Papa, does God tell you what to

write in a sermon?" With some little hesitation,

the father replied in the affirmative. Whereupon,

he was ignominiously nonplussed by the further

question, " Then, papa, why do you scratch it out

again?"

MR. BLAINE'S proposed amendment to the Fed-

eral Constitution-presented by him in the House

of Representatives in December, 1875-was as fol-

lows: "No State shall make any law respecting an

establishment of religion or prohibiting the free

exercise thereof ; and no money raised by taxa-

tion in any State for the support of public schools,

or derived from any public fund therefor, shall

ever be under the control of any religious sect, nor

shall any money so raised ever be divided between

religious sects or denominations."

THE Indian Messenger says : "True leadership

and true faculty of organization are always to be

tested by two things : first, by the leader's ability

to develop and foster real individual worth within

the community ; secondly, by his tact and ability

to utilize all the available worth for the continued

progress of the movement. But these were just

the two things in which the late Mr. Sen was

deficient. IHe strenuously opposed the idea of a

constitutional mode of church government, which,

perhaps, is the best means of fostering individual

worth in a church; and he also pursued a policy of

keeping at a distance every one who had intelli-

gence and independence, and whodared to signify

his dissent from his views ."

THE Haverhill Laborer, published in the interests

of the Knights of Labor, Frank K. Foster, editor,

says : "The way of reform is through knowledge.

The philosophy of progress must be made to sup-

plant that of fossilism. The labor press must do

its share in effecting this revolution. The results

of competitism must be exhibited in all their foul-

ness, the possibilities of existence under a just sys-

tem of distribution and exchange be pictured in

their full beauty. Our earth sweeps through its

orbit with almost inconceivable force and velocity,

yet so nicely adjusted are the elements of nature

that we perceive no motion whatever. So also

may it be in the world of social change, that be-

cause of our finite perception we can hardly com-

prehend the velocity with which the race moves on

toward new conditions and new possibilities ."

IN England, the same as in this country, the

Protestant clergy, as a class, oppose every effort to

increase opportunities and means of popular Sun-

day enjoyment, without going either to church or

to the dram shop. In Swansea, after permission

had been obtained from the town council for the

band to play in the afternoon, and when the police

reports bore unequivocal testimony to the im-

proved conduct of the lower classes from the time

the playing commenced, the local clergy, church

and nonconformist, put their heads together, got

up a demonstration against the open-air concerts,

and brought sufficient influence to bear upon the

town council to secure the reversal of its decision .

It is fortunate that they cannot stop the singing of

birds and the blooming and perfume of flowers on

Sunday. The fact that they are asource of pleas-

ure to those who go through the parks, and in the

fields and woods on that day, would be a great

temptation to the orthodox clergy to suppress

them, if they hadthe power.

FANNIE BRIGHAM WARD writes from Mexico to

the Springfield Republican: "They mix religion

with their drinks, as with everything else in this

Catholic country, in a manner which elsewhere

would be considered somewhat sacrilegious. Every

pulqueria has a picture of the Blessed Virgin or its

patron saint hung up above the barrels ; and a lit-

tle shrine, with crucifix and burning candles, is

crowded among the bottles. The names of these

shops are frequently more religious than appro-

priate. For instance, one opposite my window is

called La Cantina del Merced,-the saloon of

mercy: that on the nearest corner is christened

'The True Faith, and a little further down the

street is another dedicated 'To the Mother of

God' ! Another rejoices under the rather ambig-

uous title Vamos al gulfo de Mexico,-'Let us go to

the Gulf of Mexico' ; and scores of them are dedi-

cated to Jesus, St. Joseph, St. John, St. Peter, St.

Paul, Santissima Maria, and all the other virgins,

saints, and angels known in the calendar."

MR. B. W. BALL writes us in regard to a col-

ored artist : "Providence, R.I. , is proud of her

colored artist, Mr. E. M. Baunister, and has reason

to be. He would be a man of mark personally in

a group even of distinguished meu, His head is

simply superb,-the head, in one word, of an artist

and poet. Genius beams from every lineament of

his face. His portraits and landscapes indicate his

capabilities as an artist. I am no art critic, and

therefore can only express a sort of indiscriminate

and undiscriminating admiration of several por-

traits and landscapes which Mr. Bannister was

kind enough to exhibit to me at his studio, No. 2

College Street, Providence. I particularly remem-

ber a flock of sheep in a secluded nook, looking

across the water to Newport. The artist's talk

was as interesting as his pictures. Mr. Bannister

is not only a credit to his own people, but he is a

credit to the country also.

'Up! and the dusky race

That sat in darkness long,

Be swift their feet as antelopes,

And as Behemoth strong. "

A FRIEND who was active and prominent as an

abolitionist, in a letter referring to some state-

ments recently made in regard to the religious

belief of abolitionists, writes : "If being 'of the

Garrisonian school' means, as I think it does, in-

sisting on the duty of an immediate and uncondi-

tional abolition of slavery, Theodore Parker be-

longed to it, as he held that position from the

beginning. As to the Garrisonian abolitionists

agreeing with Parker in theology, I don't see how

any general statement can be made. Some agreed

with him, and some did not. Mostof the abolition-

ists, having been born and educated under the

orthodox faith, naturally adhered to the traditions

of the elders, and did not venture to think for

themselves about theological matters. But, of

those who did venture to inquire about the foun-

dations of Orthodoxy, I feel sure that the majority

found Parker to be right, as I did. I feel sure

also that those church members who became aboli-

tionists became so through outside influence, and

in spite of vehement opposition from church and

clergy."

Wehave the writer's permission to give the fol-

lowing extract from a private letter from Mr.

Charles Froebel, of New York (243 East 19th

Street), whose fine essay in this number of The
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Index and another from the same pen, to appear

next week, will command wide attention and be

read with great interest by many thinkers : "In

the course of a changeable life in the Old World

and in this, no more than three consecutive years

of which-between my tenth and thirtieth-were

ever spent in any one place; in the alternate oc-

cupations of a student of nature, mining advent-

urer, day laborer, merchant's clerk, soldier, and

during the last ten years teacher of chemistry,-

in personal intercourse with all classes of society

from the man of standing to the outlaw, I have

had considerable opportunity for study and ob-

servation. Undoubtedly, the formation of mymind

has been most powerfully influenced by the writ-

ings of Goethe and Spencer (and, of course, Dar-

win). But, next to these, I feel sure, I owe more

to the literary works of my father [Julius Froebel]

than to any other living author. The list of my

most valued teachers would still be incomplete,

were I to leave unmentioned the name of a well-

known American scientist, James D. Dana. It

was, if I recollect aright, in some of the older

editions of his System of Mineralogy that I found

the germs of far-reaching views in regard to the

laws of form and isomorphism,-the very laws

which, when fully developed, will be required to

complete the laws of evolution."

THE Independent, commenting on the action of

the mayors of Toulon and Marseilles in refusing

the petitions of the Catholics for permission to

parade the streets and have public prayers for the

abatement of the cholera, remarks that the "influ-

ence of an organized gathering, in a solemn pro-

cession of ten thousand people, all earnestly be-

lieving in prayer, and beseeching God to remove

the plague, would, we believe, be more helpful

than harmful. Even those who do not themselves

do much praying would get the impression of a

mysterious force of some sort that was being in-

voked against the pest, and would themselves be

encouraged to resist the contagion. The pro-

hibition also assumes that prayer is a feeble influ-

ence, or, perhaps we should say, God is a feeble

factor in controlling pestilence. That means, of

course, that God takes very little interest in pesti-

lence; that he sits on a distant and desert throne

in the undiscovered polar regions of the universe,

where no explorer's fleet, however freshly its sails

may be filled by the breath of prayer, can reach

him, and whence no message goes forth to control

the execution of the laws of the universe, which he

may once have imposed, but has now forgotten.

We can take no such view." Another and a more

sensible view is that of the Springfield Republican,

which thinks the prohibition simply "means that

the mayors in question think that great congrega-

tions of excitable and terror-stricken people in

times of infection are dangerous, and that the

efficacy of prayer can be resorted to in the stated

places of worship or in separate residences. A

deacon, in an obscure church in the interior of

New York State, once began his prayer in this

way : 'O Lord, thou hast doubtless read in yester-

day's papers,' etc. The deacon's assumption was

perfectly correct; and there is no doubt that the

Lord has heard of the cholera plague, and does not

mind a public procession in the premises."

We have never seen any of the performances of

the "Georgia wonder," Miss Lulu Hurst; but not a

few who have, and after reading numerous "scien-

tific" expositions of her powers, are of the opinion

that the notoriety she has gained is due to her

physical strength and dexterity, the extravagant

claims of her managers, and the superstitious

credulity of the people. Says the New York

Times: "The present 'Georgia wonder' is now

fairly well understood. She is a strong girl, with

a knack, greatly increased by practice, of twisting

umbrellas and billiard cues out of the hands, and

chairs from under the bodies, of weaker and less

wary persons. The interest, however, of seeing

an 'investigator' stood on his head in the flies of

a theatre, or a cotton broker sitting on the floor

with unexpected precipitation, is not a scientific

interest,butan interest of the same kind as that

which attends a competitive examination in climb-

ing a greased pole or catching a soaped pig, or the

running of a foot-race by pedestrians whose bifur-

cation is dissembled by bags. It is perhaps well

that we should be occasionally reminded what

abysses of gullibility are yawning all around us.

When we are too prone to forget it, some 'Georgia

wonder' appears, and by brandishing a cotton

broker in the faces of a theatre full of people

brings out in full force the human capacity for

belief. The more credulous write letters to the

newspapers, explaining that the cotton broker was

brought to grief by 'odic force,' or that the muscu-

lar power which enables a girl to smash an um-

brella is not her own, but that of her deceased

grandmother. It has been sufficiently shown that,

when the Georgia wonder encounters a trained

athlete who is stronger than herself and equally

quick, neither odic force nor the spirit of her

grandmother has the slightest effect upon him. In

the mean time, her season in New York has had

the effect of bringing out the latent credulity of a

large part of the public."

A MONUMENT, erected to Nathaniel Sylvester,

shipmaster, merchant, and banker of two hundred

years ago, was unveiled recently on Shelter Isl-

and, N.Y. , which is opposite the town of Green-

port, L.I. , in the presence of five hundred specta-

tors. Among the inscriptions on the stone are the

following : "Of the sufferings for conscience' sake

of friends of Nathaniel Sylvester, most of whom

sought shelter here, including George Fox, founder

of the Society of Quakers, and of his followers,

Mary Dyer, William Robinson, Marmaduke Ste-

venson, and William Leddra, who were executed

on Bostor Common ; Lawrence and Cassandra

Southwick, despoiled, imprisoned, starved, whipped ,

banished, who fled here to die ; Daniel Gould,

bound to the gun-carriage and lashed; Edward

Wharton, 'the much scourged' ; Christopher Hol-

der, 'the mutilated' ; Humphrey Norton, 'the

branded' ; John Rous, 'the maimed' ; Giles Syl-

vester, the champion' ; Ralph Goldsmith, 'the

shipmaster' ; Samuel Shattuck, of ' The King's

Missive,' these stones are a testimony. The Pu-

ritan in his pride, overcome by the faith of the

Quaker, gave Lexington and Concord and Bunker

Hill to history. The blood and the spirit of vic-

tor and vanquished alike are of the glory of Mas-

sachusetts ." Prof. Louis Dyer of Harvard College,

a descendant of Mary Dyer who was executed on

Boston Common, read the following original son-

net, dedicated to his famous but ill-fated ancestor :

"Long shalt thou live, who wert in haste to die ;

In law's despite was shown thy loyalty;

Inlove's defiance stood thy constancy;

Thyweakness lent thee strength and voice to cry,

'Silence no earthly price from me shall buy !'

Mostpleased in prison, in straitest bonds most free,

Thy death was life, defeat was victory :

The truth was with thee, God thy strong ally,

When right, outraged, required thy wrongful death;

Whenmercy was for mercy's sake denied;

Whencruelty to earth called kindness back;

When even for those who most thy name deride,

Freely for freedom spending thy last breath,

Dying thou bought'st what living thou didst lack.

"Because for liberty thou didst forget

Thyself and thy dear life, shall we no more

Remember thee? Can we, who careless live

This life of freedom which thy death did give,

Who see this sun which saw the slain of yore,

Thy debtors still can we deny the debt?"

The Judex.
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The Religious Confession of an Evolu-

tionist.

BY CHARLES FROEBEL.

The True Relation of Religion to Science, Meta-

physics, and Esthetics in Human Nature.

The human intellect demands a positive knowl-

edge, the human heart a positive faith. A mo-

mentous discussion-borne on one side by the

loyal defenders of a time-honored religious belief,

on the other by the aggressive warriors of scien-

tific thought-is permeating the literature of our

time. Deny it we cannot. We are living in the

midst of a mental war of such magnitude, and

having for its objects of contention possessions of

such vast psychic interest, as to make it impossi-

ble to overestimate the importance of the struggle .

For, although hostile intentions have been on both

sides disavowed, though the churchman has de-

clared his respect for "real science," and the

scientist his reverence for "true religion," yet the

"real" science of the former would be regarded by

but few of its calmest thinkers as anything but a

crushed andhumbled science, despoiled of its fair-

est, rightful possessions; while the "true" religion

ofthe scientist wouldbe rejectedby the generality

of the most dispassionate votaries as scarcely more

than the disembodied shade of a religion robbed

of its most cherished treasures, in fact but a philo-

sophical system, and no religion at all.

The animating spirit of the opposing armies,

though masked by pretended concession, is thus

discovered to be one of uncompromising hostility,

explicable only on the hypothesis that each power

is endeavoring to occupy domains which are right-

fully subject to the sway of the other, that the

priest is arrogating to himself the function of the

scientist, and the scientist is seeking to usurp the

office of the priest.

At present, science occupies seemingly impreg-

nable positions. The power of the churches, im-

buedwith the spirit of perhaps valiant but strate-

gically incompetent commanders, stubbornly refuses
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to change its base of operations to that vantage-

ground directly opposite to the weakest defences

of science, which but awaits unopposed occupation.

This vantage-ground is that of a truer appreciation

of the relations subsisting betweencertain "psychi-

cal phases of being," among which religion and

science are to be classed as divisions. This appre-

ciation, with the proper recognition of the further

factthat, besides these two, there are other phases,

between-lying philosophical domains, which re-

ligion and science must, in the course of their

struggle for supremacy, alternately invade,-is as

yetwanting. When it shall prevail, it will inevi-

tably lead to a complete change in the relative

position of the contending powers, and before long

to the conclusion of a lasting, beneficent, and hon-

orable peace.

It will hardly be disputed in our day, by either

sincere priest or scientist, that the entire range of

man's psychical life is the resultant of relations

subsisting between his essential nature and its

environment. What our personal religio-partisan

view of the true character of that nature (or soul)

and its environment may be whether the latter

be thought of as a state of human consciousness,

or acondition of the universe or deity, limited or

unlimited in extent, finitely or infinitely near or

distant in space or time, or both is of no conse-

quence in this connection. But what these rela-

tions betweenman and his environment necessarily

must be may serve as a sound basis for their

proper definition and classification.

The essential nature (soul, etc.) of the human

being is manifested solely through the influences

which it receives from or distributes to its envi-

of man and an environment which maybe finite

or infinite in extent, and that these relations are

mediated either by the unconscious synthetical

action of the feelings or by the conscious analyti-

cal activity of thought. We are thus compelled to

recognize four fundamental phases of psychical

life:-

RELIGION. ΜΕΤΑPHYSICS.

(Infinite Synthetical Phase.) (Infinite Analytical Phase.)

ESTHETICS. SCIENCE.

(Finite Synthetical Phase.) (Finite Analytical Phase. )

Each of these phases may evidently appear either

in a receptive or expressive mood.

The Duties of Religion and Science.

All religious creeds which would sway humanity

are bound to the eternal obligation of presenting

plausible explanations of the ultimate origin and

destiny of things. But, in faithfully performing

this duty, they must necessarily bring an infinitely

remote origin and end into relations with present

finite existence, and thereby enter the sovereign

domain of science. They can only approach its

confines by a system of logically connected expla-

nations of the various aspects of the infinite,-a

road traversing and lying wholly within the empire

of metaphysics. Or when, as often happens, this

highway is impassable, they are compelled to seek

expression for the intangible infinite meanings of

their system through the tangible finite symbols of

art, for this purpose occupying more or less perma-

nently portions of the realm of æsthetics. Thus

it would appear that the religious power has not

only at all times encroached upon the legitimate

domain of science, but that it has likewise fre-

quently occupied the intermediate sovereign terri-

ronment. In the course of this process, the-al- tories of æsthetics and metaphysics, drawing there-

ways more or less complex-influences involved

may or may not be subjected to a disturbance of

their integral character. Coming from without,

they may be integrally received or synthetically

combined by the feelings to unconscious (æsthetic

or religious) impressions of the beautiful, or, pass-

ing through the analytical prism of logical cogni-

tion, they may appear in consciousness as (scien-

tific or metaphysical) spectra of the true. Pro-

ceeding from within, they maybe analytically and

consciously dispersed (by the will) or synthetically

and unconsciously gathered (by impulse), and pro-

jected into the focus of action. Evidently, there-

fore, we must assume the existence, on the one

side, of an unconscious, emotional, synthetical

phase, and, on the other, of a conscious, logical,

analytical phase, of human existence.

The power of understanding (i.e. , of entering

into relations with) the "infinite" has been gen-

erally held to be denied to finite human nature.

But, when we consider that the infinite differ-

ences of magnitude necessarily existing between

infinitely small and finitely large portions of

psychical processes constitute an incontrovertible

fact of that nature, we may certainly question

whether these very differences ("innate non-rela-

tions") do not furnish a reliable set of measures

for any infinite environments. Be this as it may,

the higher mathematics holds itself competent to

deal with the powers of the infinite, and has

therefore actually brought us into relations with

these. And, for these reasons, we cannot forbear

to assert the existence of not only a finite, but like-

wise of an infinite phase of psychical being, all

forms of finite, logical, and emotional life inhabit-

ing the domains of science and æsthetics proper

being assigned to the former ; all infinite forms,

citizens of the empires of metaphysics and relig-
ion, to the latter phase.

To recapitulate, we emphatically claim that all

psychical phases of human life consist of sets of

relations subsisting between the essential nature

from auxiliary support against its hereditary

enemy. Such has been the aspect and condition

of psychical affairs at various times in the world's

history : such it must be again and always, when-

ever a vigorous faith in the strength and beauty of

early youth enters the field of the present.

But when, in the eventful course of human de-

velopment, the aggressive ethical spirit of creeds is

broken by opposing natural forces, there comes a

change. No longer able to sway men's hearts

with the magic spell of an enthusiastically felt

faith, the hand of religion falls powerless by her

side. No longer able to sustain men, in the midst

of their life's wreck, by a beacon of transcendent

hopes,-waning day by day in spiritual strength

and the number of its adherents,-a creed exists

only because that stronger, bolder, purer belief,

which sooner or later must seize upon a throne so

unworthily occupied, has not yet been born or

attained its maturity. And we need not be aston-

ished to behold at such times psychical forces

other than religious.extending the limits of appar-

ent sovereignty beyond their legitimate boundaries.

No wonder that even now the scientific power,

overrunning the territory of metaphysics, is mak-

ing inroads upon the religious state. No wonder

that political effort is now but exceptionally directed

in the interest of the Church. No wonder that an

emotionally chilled art no longer tenders her de-

vout interpretations. And no wonder that relig-

ion has been compelled either to surrender the

greater part of her dogmatic claims or at least to

abstain from openly asserting much upon which

she may still in secret insist. For just so long as

she endeavors indiscriminately to maintain posses-

sions to which she has no title, as well as of those

to which she has, her efforts will be so enfeebled

bythe extent of the psychical territories she seeks
to control that she will find herself despoiled of

everything, till she is poor indeed, in fact, no

religion at all, but the mere dethroned claimant of

ametaphysically garrisoneddependency of science.

To avoid this disaster, religion must acknowledge

her limitations. She must admit that while she

claims that region which science terms "the un-

knowable," as her legitimate inheritance, yet the

forms dwelling in this region are for her no more

knowable than for science : she must acknowledg

that on thisfield, not science only, but she as well

is agnostic, unable to know. For it is in the

form of belief and not in that of knowledge that

she must and can maintain her rights. To the

charge of science, "You do not know !" she must

reply, "My cognition springs from sources of

higher authority: I believe !" When science in-

sists that she has no tangible reasons for her be-

liefs, she must answer that she has more tangible

wants, affections, and desires. And, when she

occupies that position, religion will no longer be

vulnerable. Like the wonderful shadowy form of

some oriental tale, the arrows of science will pass

through her leaving no wound; the sword of reason

may seem to cleave her ; but she will stand there

stillunharmed,-the eternal! the mysterious ! the

all-beautiful !

From the vantage-ground now held by science,

she has been able not only to reasonably state the

natural laws which have directed the evolution of

still prevailing religious creeds, but even to indi-

cate the critical conditions which scientific thought

will in the near future be prepared to dictate as

ultimate terms of peace to her antagonist. This

much science has accomplished, but she can and

must do even more before she lays down her arms.

She must demonstrate to the churchman not only

to what external laws of the great analytical power

of thought he must conform his creed, but also

what internal laws of the equally great synthetical

power of feeling must inform his system of beliefs,

if he would desire it to further dominate mankind.

This latter internal law is that of the duty which

religion owes to humanity, that of supplying the

means of consolation for the defeats of intellectual

and physical power.

The first-felt wants of the humanbeing seek for

immediate physical satisfaction. The babe's tiny

hand clutches at the object of desire, be it bottle

or moon; and, only when unconscious impulsive

effort at physical acquisition has proved a failure,

thought is born. The integral impressions received

from the environment are analytically broken, and

philosophically dispersed in that wonderful spec-

trum of conscious knowledge ever growing in com-

plexity, and the range and delicacy of distinction

of its component tints. Then, by the application

of this "spectrum of the tangible" to technical in-

vention, the domain of physical power is slowly

but surely extended, until, when the latter's neces-

sitous limits are reached, thought continues on

alone, carving out of the physically unapproacha-

ble regions of desire an independent state. Then

logical cognition is added to cognition, truth to

truth, until even here an impassable barrier cries,

"Halt! thus far shalt thouknow, and no further !"

But, beyond this barrier, the humanheart still feels

a claim: belief takes the field, and does not stay

its advance till it has extended man's psychical

sway to those remotest confines of possible domin-

ion never trod by physical or intellectual force.

While the victorious advances of physical, intel-

lectual, and even emotional prowess are each in

their turn checked by barriers insurmountable to

their power, in the reverse order this is not the

case. Knowledge may enter the domain of physi-

cal possession when and wheresoever it pleases, for

the latter is but its most powerful vassal. Belief

may pass at will over the territory of both: it but

confirms their title. Its authority is the highest,

it is supreme.

To restate our position. The external condi-
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tions of peace with science, to which religion must

conform, are those of the former's fundamental

primary ideas. Without her sincere acceptance of

the scientific premises of the indestructibility of

matter, the persistence of force and the continuity

of motion, and of their first logical resultant, the

thesis of evolution, religion will not be permitted

to recuperate her power. The internal conditions

which, if she would re-establish her sway over the

humanheart, must inform religion, are those of a

promised satisfaction of the ultimate wants, affec-

tions, and desires of humanity,-infinite power,

infinite wisdom, and infinite love and happiness.

Thebeacon of religion must light the path where

the rays of knowledge can never penetrate.

The Relation of the Evolutionist to Ultimate

Religious Parties.

In the consideration of the questions here dis-

cussed, let it not be forgotten that science herself

has beenbut lately transfused with the blood and

spirit of evolutionist ideas. Hence all this heat

and enthusiasm of the young convert :-

"Diess ist der Jugend edelster Beruf!

DieWelt, sie war nicht, eh' ich sie erschuf."

Hence these assaults on even those religious cita-

dels which are in reality impregnable; hence, in

short, this not unfrequently maintained opinion

that all forms of mental life but those of science

are to be forever swept away.

As it is susceptible of proof that absolute false-

hood is but a negation, and therefore never met

with in any system of opinions, we may here

inquire upon what misinterpretation of fact the

above error is founded. In order to accomplish

this purpose, we must cast a passing glance at the

constitution of those ultimate religious parties

which have no special relation to ephemeral de-

nominational issues, but are characterized by their

attitude toward the central ideas of all creeds,-

hands. Of such character appears to have been

the process by which the polytheism of the Greek

and the monotheism of the Hebrew were differen-

tiated from the poly-pantheism of the Egyptian.

This differentiation carried in its train the fateful

consequence of the expulsion of the monotheistic

deity from the material universe. Thus, while

the Egyptian and Greek, holding to a material

world, animated by the divine principle, were

endocosmic theists , the Jew and his religious de-

scendants became exocosmic theists, and introduced

the antagonism between God and his creation.

Thus arose the two great ultimate religious parties,

which still divide the religious world between them.

The European and American religious world has

been retarded in its development by the exclusive

domination of one of these two systems ; and, as

this no longer performs its duty to the heart of

humanity, we are growing weary as death of its

senile rule ; and a radical change is impending, in

which the other ultimate party, which has been

out of power for nearly two thousand years, may

again be called to the council chambers and throne

of the religious state. For nothing is more certain

than that the religious ideas of the entire world

arenow undergoing the throes of a revolution, in

the course of which all forms unfit for further life

must inevitably perish, while some shadows of be-

liefs may rise from the past to ephemeral existence,

others to know the bloom of a second youth; and

the new faith of the future is born to a promise of

blinding glory .

Protestant Christianity is no longer a "ditheism."

At least, I believe, the devil and the torments of

hell are now but rarely appealed to even from the

orthodox pulpit. Along with the disappearance

of the evil principle, the belief in the divinity of

Christ and in the necessity of his redeemership

for the salvation of mankind has paled consid-

those of a supreme power, of an immortality, and | erably in the mind of the liberal Christian illu-

of a moral law. The first of these three is the

most important, and must evidently be taken as

the psychographical standard in the survey of

creeds.

While it is not the intention, in this article, to

enter upon a detailed discussion of the origin of

beliefs, yet their genetic relationship must be

cursorily taken into consideration. Proceeding

from the thesis that the human race are the

descendants of a base animal ancestry, it neces-

sarily follows that the dark ground from which all

religious beliefs sprang must have been that of an

unconscious atheism. At a later stage, that of the

savage mind swept and swayed by the ever-chang-

ing beneficent or injurious action of nature, a

chaotic form of pantheism ("palæo-pantheism")

necessarily prevails. Later still, with a higher

civilization, the abstractions of the original pan-

theistic chaos arrange themselves in accord with

the musical rhythms of trained sympathies, and

subject to philosophic law and order,-a poly-pan-

theistic divine hierarchy. And, with the birth of

this conception of divine organization there like-

wise springs into being the idea of the essential

unity of all these abstractions in the form of one

supreme God. But, at this stage of development,

a curious phenomenon occurs, due, apparently, to

the first great widening of the intellectual gulf

between the highest and the lowest minds. For,

as all are not able to assimilate this philosophic

conception of a divine unity composed of an or-

ganization of personified abstract powers, those

who are not are compelled to choose, according to

their affinities, between a polytheistic system, de-

prived of the tie of personal unity, and a mono-

theistic creed, in which the abstract forms of

natural power, robbed of their life to enrich God,

become mere dead instruments in his creative

minated by modern ideas. The faith in the "ex-

ocosmic" god is fading away much more slowly,

yet even atheism has in these days made rapid

advances. The want of an individual personal

immortality such as has ever been taught by the

Christian priest is still strongly felt even by those

who, like many of our Spiritualistic friends, have

broken with the Satanic, divine, and redeemership

elements of the Christian creeds. Yet there are

not few who already turn from this dogma with

a feeling of relief to the Nirvana-doctrine of the

Buddhists. Last of all, the moral law of Chris-

tianity is adhered to still by a large majority of

even the most liberal of those who in all other

things are no longer Christians.

Regarding the thesis of evolution as the very

soul and essence of modern scientific thought, it is

plain that the mind which projects it has a pan-

theistic bent and that either the lens of this thesis

must be broken, or that only those religious forms

which are synrhythmic with its ideas can live

within the intense heat and light of its focus.

Of all theforms now prevailing in Europe and

America, but four-"Atheism," "Spiritualism,"

"Western Buddhism," and "Unitarian Panthe-

ism"-deserve our consideration. It is certainly

a most remarakble fact that all of these modern

"heresies" are essentially pantheistic in character

and for this reason perfectly compatible with

evolutionist ideas. Their pantheism is the sun

around which they revolve, the planets of a new

religious system.

The atheist denies the existence of the exocos-

mic God of the Christian and places his depend-

ence on those scientific "rocks of ages," the con-

ceptions of matter, motion, force, space, and time.

But the atheist is apt to forget that with the first

advent of favorable emotional conditions these

very "rocks " may take upon themselves an inde-

pendent religious life of their own, leading him

through a pseudo-scientific polytheism nearly akin

to that of ancient Greece, into a poly-pantheism

similar to that of the Egypt of old. For the

Christian doctrine of immortality the atheist sub-

stitutes a firm faith in the indestructibility of

matter, the continuity of motion, and the per-

sistence of force, scientific conceptions undoubt-

edly capable of assuming a high order of religious

value. His moral law finds its expression in the

doctrine of action for the greatest happiness of

the greatest number.

All those whose mental inertia compels them to

adhere to the belief in a personal continuous im-

mortality, when they have broken with the other

elements of the Christian creeds, instinctively

turn to Spiritualism. And probably no other

phase of modern religious development is more

deserving of philosophic analysis and interpreta-

tion. Swedenborgianism, to which it bears a close

relationship, is, I believe, the only Christian form

which attaches great importance to the observa-

tion of Nature. Spiritualism, pursuing allied

paths, appears to be a case of mental reversion

(atavism) to a chaotic pantheism, nearly related

to the ancestor-worship and fetichism of the sav-

age. The latter, being distinguished as "palæo-

chaotic," the former should be designated as neo-

chaotic pantheism.

As already stated, the religious development of

Europe and America has been retarded by the

exclusive authority of "exocosmic theism. " But,

even as in the Middle Ages the study of the Greek

and Latin classics contributed materially to the

renaissance of independent thought and the advent

of the Protestant Reformation, so also in our day

does the study of the Indian classics contribute no

inconsiderable influence toward the further eman-

cipation of thought from its dependence on modern

Orthodoxy and the advent of a new pantheistic

reformation. The two prevailing religious forms

ofthe Indian classics-Brahmanism and Buddhism

-are both pantheistic. And, as the latter con-

tains philosophical and ethical treasures, which

may well accord with some of the views of our

most advanced Liberals, it is not at all improbable

that a "Western Buddhism"-a Buddhism freed

from all those elements of belief which are in too

great discord with our thought and feeling-may

soon attain to great prominence in modern life .

Unitarian Pantheism.-An Evolutionist's Creed

and Hymns.

None of the creeds of antiquity, let it be dis-

tinctly understood, can return and hold its own

among us in its original form; for religious beliefs,

like all other forms, are subject to the law of

change, and

"Like suns and motes are borne afar

Past thoughts ne'er visited anew.

No form to its full like returns :

The soul but to its change is true."

The modern beliefs, sketched in the preceding

portions of this article, will all undoubtedly play

an important part in swaying the hearts and

minds of a large portion of humanity for some

centuries to come. But to the select few who,

recognizing the eternal truth that man is but a

part of universal living nature, feel their hearts

swell in sympathy with her purpose,-the ultimate

happiness of all being,-to those whose love goes

forth to the meanest thing that breathes, who in

the trees and flowers greet their slumbering sisters ,

and who tread tenderly on the rock lest they give

it pain, a system of "Unitarian Pantheism,"

closely assimilated to that of the "Creed" and

"Hymns" here following, can and must be the

only enthusiastically acceptable form of belief.

I have pondered the truths of my faith-for
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such I hold them to be for years, before attaining

to the crystalline clearness of my present convic-

tions. To say that Iam ready to defend them, by

word and deed, against the assaults of all who

may DARE to accept my challenge, is but a faint

echo of the strength ofmy feeling.

Creed.

I. I believe in a Universal Being, manifesting itself

to Human Cognition through the following Attri-

butes:-

1. Apresence in each point and immensity ofspace,

and therefore Infinite , Omnipresent, and Omniform.

2. An existence in each moment and æon of time,

past, present, and future, and therefore Eternal .

3. An ultimate cause of all causes and an ultimate

endofallends, present in each special cause and end,

and therefore Free and Omnipotent.

4. Aself-perception of all change and motion, past,

present, and future, all eternally persisting with like

distinctness, and therefore at Rest .

5. Anultimate difference in all likeness, and there-

fore Omniqualitative .

6. An ultimate likeness in all difference, and there-

fore Omniconcrete .

II. I believe in an Immortality of all things and

relations that have been and shall be; that the entire

past persists through the remotest future, and the

entire future existed through the remotest past; that

these things and relations are removed from simul-

taneous and equivalent human cognition only by the

unequal distinctness of their persistence,-a defect

and limitation of human consciousness. And I be-

lievethat the entire present is but a negation,-a gate

through which the waves of the universal being flow

fromthe eternal future into the likewise eternal past,

and from the eternal past into the likewise eternal

future.

III. I believe in an immutable and eternal Moral

Law, not a mere matter of individual opinion or in-

terpretation, but inherent and innate in all things

and relations; eternally binding on all parts of the

universal being; manifested to human feeling (emo-

tional cognition) as a system of hopes, desires, and

purposes, memories of the future more or less dis-

torted by imperfections of emotional power,- to

human thought (logical cognition) as a system of

relations subsisting between the compelling causes of

thepast and the liberating purposes of the future,-

between beauty, truth, and happiness in existence .

And I believe that the release and redemption from

evil of all parts and portions of the universal being is

only possible through the universal (pan-empneustic)

cognition of this law:-

1. Thou shalt love above all things Beauty, her

"daughter" Happiness, and her " servant" Truth, and

worship them in each thought and feeling, word and

deed, ofeachmoment of thy life .

2. Thou shalt own the sway and yield undivided

allegiance to Liberty, ruling by the divine right of the

future, and bear her standard and sword in her eter-

nal strife with Compulsion, the illegitimate usurper

fromthepast.

Hymns.

UNIVERSAL BEING.

"I, the All-Being's spirit, free,

Omnipotent, revealed in thee,-

From every point of boundless space,

From every tiniest atom's face,

Shine forth! In all existence cast

Eternal, present, future, past,

Cause and effect, mean-purpose, linked,

Each self-perceiving , like-distinct;

Unceasing change, fore'er at rest ;

Adifference on all likeness pressed;

Alikeness in all difference seen ;

Alove, all that I am, between;

Myforms infinite, unperceived;

And yet butOne,-Myself believed.

IMMORTALITY.

The spoke the wheel, revolving, whirls;

The chord vibrating music-pearls ;

The flash the cloudy anger hurls !

My sense, for one brief moment free

From reason, feels in unity

Past, present, future states combined,-

Apart of theAll-Being's mind !

Change's all-blinding lightning-flash,

Unceasing motion's thunder-crash,

Life's never-ending billow-dash,

In the All-Being's spirit free,

Are but as one in unity;

Arest eternal, never stirred

By motion, change, thought, deed, or word. !

BEAUTY.

Mysterious force! all-ruling through desire,

Aburning passion's voice, I call on thee.

Breathe inme, spirit of eternal fire:

With flame-accords make thou my being free.

Instil each moment, every passing hour,

Each thought and feeling, word and deed elate

Withholy grace andvirtue of thy power,-

All that I am to thee I consecrate !

LIBERTY.

Beneath the future's standard, sworn

Her rights' divine defenders,

Down from her heights we flash the morn

That heralds freedom's splendors !

From dark abyss, up nature's steep,

The tyrant past arises,-

Acause-chained host of shadows deep

That sacred rights despises !

Upon life's plain, avast and far,

In battle's clash e'er meeting

(First sunbeheld, last dying star,

Shall see, the deadly greeting),-

Thewar eternal never dies :

The battle rages ever,-

Yet, while its billows fall and rise,

Our courage wavers never !

CORRESPONDENCE.

A LETTER FROM MILWAUKEE.

Editors of The Index :-

Austin Bierbower, in an article entitled "Secular

Security for Morals," in the American Monthly for

May, speaks in the most positive manner of the

present decline of belief in the Christian religion, and

the loosehold it now has upon the people. Rational-

ists are well satisfied of this fact, and also well satis-

fied with the work they are doing in various ways,-

very quiet ways, forthe most part. But the fact of a

declining belief in Christianity is patent also to be-

lievers. At the council of the Protestant Episcopal

Church, held in Milwaukee recently, the Rev. Will-

iam Bliss Ashley, in the opening council sermon,

said: "The principal danger of the time is an over-

estimation of human powers. Rationalism is now

more manifest thanever before. Atheism, positivism,

agnosticism, and other like creeds, have referred the

precepts of God to the reasoning powers of men.

These are some of the dangers of the day. Armed,

not with the philosophy of Herbert Spencer and

those of his kind, but with the divine philosophy, this

Church sends us forth to battle against the decrees of

rationalism. Priests and people have need to take

onthe armor of God, if we would be equipped to do

battle with the enemy."

Priests and their people are evidently alarmed, and

are looking to their old weapons with which to com-

bat the ranks of reason. The result is already prog-

nosticated with the substantial data of increasing ra-

tionalism which even its enemies acknowledge.

Twenty-five years ago, I heard the Rev. Mr. Ashley

in the pulpit of St. Paul's Church admonish his con-

gregation not to read the Atlantic Monthly. If the

mild heresies of that magazine in that day excited

priestly timidity, what wonder that their present

alarm urges strong words inciting to vigorous action,

when the literature of to-day, aside from that which

is under strict sectarian control, is pervaded with

rationalistic ideas, and when the newspaper press, no

longer subsidized by Christian patronage, prints all

the news it finds, whether it be favorable or unfavor-

able to churches and their members, and, if under

intelligent administration, speaks boldly for the side

that represents justice, though its standard-bearers

be positivists, agnostics, or even atheists and free

thinkers! The Reverend Doctor's "armor of God"

and "sword of the spirit" will prove powerless

against the hosts whose weapons are the pen and

the printing-press, marching forward to the battle-

cry of " Freedom of thought!" The Milwaukee news-

paper press has been very outspoken in regard to

a reported movement of the Milwaukee Citizens '

League to enforce a law prohibiting the sale of liquor

on Sunday. The Milwaukee Sentinel, in a leading

editorial, stigmatizes this as "an unwise Sunday

movement," and echoes the prevailing sentiment

that, "as such a movement cannot succeed, its only

effect will be to set two elements by the ears, disturb

the peaceful relations of the community, and do

vastly more injury than is done by the present sus-

pensionofthe law."

The Citizens ' League, organized in the interest of

law and order, undertook to enforce the law against

the sale of liquors to minors and drunkards. In this,

it has had the sympathy of the community; but this

Sunday movement is generally felt to be one which

will do harm rather than good. Already, the spirit of

opposition has been aroused, and severalGerman soci-

eties have called a meeting for the purpose of resisting

"apuritanical interference with personal liberty."

The interest of Milwaukee people has been largely

centred the present week in the proceedings of the

National Educational Association, held at Madison.

Prominent educators and thousands of teachers have

been in attendance upon the Convention, and its de-

liberations have been marked by a broad and pro-

gressive spirit. The value in the cause of educational

progress of the work done in this Convention is ines-

timable. It has been a source of much gratification

to myself to note the topics chosen and their far-

reaching and intelligent discussion. The emphasis

has been distinctively upon such methods of reform

as are deemed essential by the most advanced edu-

cators . Industrial education and manual training

have received a large share of attention.

The kindergarten has been a prominent feature of

the Convention. The extensive exhibit of kinder-

gartenwork has admirably illustrated this method of

teaching. Prof. William Hailman, President of the

Froebel Institute of North America, has by his in-

defatigable efforts brought this institute into such

recognition in this National Teachers' Association as

may wellbe gratifying to him. Prof. Hailman ini-

tiated the kindergarten in Milwaukee, and it was

very up-hill work. He was earnest, however, and

enthusiastic. He and his wife, who co-operated in

the work, were forced to make many personal sacri-

fices, as are most persons who champion a new idea .

It is but a few years since Prof. Hailman made an

urgent plea for the adoption of the kindergarten in

the public schools of Milwaukee, and received little

but sneers by way of sympathy. He gave a course of

admirable lectures in the basement of the Unitarian

Church to a handful of people on "The New Educa-

tion." This week, the press report of the proceedings

of the Froebel Institute contains a eulogy on the

"splendid part taken by Prof. Hailman in the initia-

tory work in the West," and says, "The rank of the

kindergarten work in fostering the new education is

atthe top."

Prof. James McAllister, of Philadelphia, our former

superintendent of public schools, and who labored

resolutely against the bias of school boards to estab-

lish the kindergarten in our public schools, urged, in

an address before the Convention, the extension ofthe

kindergarten principle into the higher departments.

Apaper was read on "Technical and Art Education

in Public Schools as Elements of Culture," which

was prepared by Prof. Felix Adler, and contained a

detailed statement of the scheme of technical instruc-

tioninthe workingman's school in New York .

There were papers urging the instruction of social

and political science in the higher schools and uni-

versities, the instruction in art for its æsthetic as

well as economic value, the teaching of the industries

for their ethical value. There were several papers

on the development of individuality in pupils, and

urging upon teachers to invent methods of instruction

adapted to each child's mind, and to discover a disci-

pline that would develop character.

Ihave not space to note the many other kindred

topics of discussion. These are sufficient to indicate

the tendency of effort in educational matters by the

most eminent teachers in our country. In these ef-

forts, we see the dawning of a new era in education .

It has seemed long in coming, this hopeful sign of a

larger interpretation of the meaning of education,

whose scope was so grandly outlined in the little

work on Education written by Herbert Spencer over

twenty years ago. Reading and reflecting upon the

plain and practical suggestions on "what knowledge

is most worth," contained in this work, and contrast-

ing them with what passes for knowledge taught in

our schools, and proves but little worth in the child's

relation to the affairs of after-life, Ihave waited, not

always patiently, for some such proof as Ihave seen

inrecent efforts of educators that educationwas begin-

ning to answer the question, "How to live?" "for,"

says Mr. Spencer, "to prepare us for complete living

is the function which education has to discharge."

Mgr. Capel caused a sensation in the Convention on

Friday evening by endeavoring to explainhis position

and the position of the Catholic Church toward our
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public schools. He said the press had reported words

he never said. He eulogized the common school sys-

tem of America, and bade it God-speed. He de-

nounced the published statements that the Catholic

Church was prepared to rise en masse against the

public school system as a gross slander upon him-

self and the Catholic Church, that the only objection

of the Church to the public school system was that

they did not train the heart, only the head. If the

American schools would introduce religious training

to-morrow, the Catholic Church would work with

themhand inhand. (Great applause.)

This generous applause was doubtless the effect of

spontaneous sympathy with a taking phrase conveyed

in the wily Catholic's happy manner, rather than the

result of a thoughtful consideration of the conse-

quences which would certainly follow this "hand in

hand" work.

"Till then," concluded Mgr. Capel, "the Catholic

Church will build its own schools, employ its own

teachers, and train its people in a way similar to the

public schools, with moral culture added."

This closing thrust should have been counted an

insult to that body of educators who were earnestly

directing their efforts toward a scheme of education

which should promote ethical culture. But Mgr.

Capel does notmeanmorality when he says morality.

He means "the practice of certain virtues under dog-

matic teaching, that teaching which says this is right

and that is wrong, but does not show why it is right

or wrong, or that widely related evils will be the

result of certain sins ." These educators , in their

endeavors to establish manual training, industrial

and art education, are laying the groundwork for the

security of morals in the public schools .

It is very pretty talk, this "training of the heart" ;

but it is simply sentimental talk. The training of the

hand is of much more importance in moral culture

than is the training of the heart. Heart means emo-

tion in the crude thought. The Catholic Church does

desire to train the emotions of children, for these are

the fruitful soil wherein to sow the seeds of supersti-

tion. It will build its own schools, and also compel

its people to send their children to them; and inMil-

waukee, this summer, action has been taken to make

its schools free, sothat nothing may stand in the way

of the religious training of its people.

An informal meeting has been held to take prelimi-

nary steps for a general mass meeting in Milwaukee

to protest against the proposed action of Italy in the

confiscation of the missionary college. It is an-

nounced that this meeting will not be denomina-

tional, but presumably it will be very one-sided.

MILWAUKEE, July 19, 1884.

THE CONCORD SCHOOL.

Editors of The Index :-

B.

Two statements in The Index report of the first

week of the School of Philosophy were incorrect, and

would convey a false impression. As they were

plainly misunderstandings, will you allow their cor-

rection in the interest of truth ?

The first was that Dr. Bartol told us that "Emerson

had doubts of the divine Personality." On the con-

trary, the outcome of Dr. Bartol's lecture was that

Mr. Emerson was essentially a believer in God as

a real personality and not at all as a vague imper-

sonality; and the one most clear lesson learned here

about him has been his firm belief in the reality of

the Supreme Being.

The other statement is that Mr. Emery and Dr.

Holland "complained of Emerson as not sufficiently

religious." What these two gentlemen really ob-

jected to was the position claimed for Emerson by

Mr. Mead, as an advocate of the substitution of

morals for religion. This claim of Mr. Mead was

held by them and others to be a misunderstanding ,

the right reading of Emerson's works, as a whole, es-

tablishing the opposite of this. Not the substitution

of morality for religion, but the union of morals and

religion they conceive to be Emerson's teaching; and

they see that religion was his chief inspiration and its

reality his supreme insight. Both Dr. Holland and

Mr. Emery recognize this; and neither they nor any

one else, during the whole week, complained of his

lack of religion. It is not always necessary or best to

correct misstatements ; but, in this case, the writer

has felt that a true understanding of the position of

the School on this question has demanded it.

H. R. SHATTUCK.

A RELIGIOUS AUTOBIOGRAPHY.

Travels in Faith is the rather misleading title of a

very fascinating and important work. But the inner

page gives a full title, Travels in Faith from Tradition

to Reason. This provides a large psychological and

intellectual field to glean in; and the author has

gathered into terse but generous narrative a large

amount of simple but very interesting matter, show-

ing up the spiritual strivings of piously bred children

who long and pray for the emotional state called

"conversion." The author, Capt. Adams, is the son

of the Boston preacher, Nehemiah Adams, and was

one of a considerable family. These children began

at eight and ten years of age to torture their natures

in the usual way. An elder brother announced him-

self as converted at least six times before arriving at

a reliable state of mind. These conversions occurred

between the ages often and sixteen. Asister reached

churchmembership at the age of twelve. Our author

found it impossible to conjure up the feeling of guilt

which he was assured was necessary; and, after a

two hours' struggle on his knees, he decided that he

had done his part, and that, if God would do his, all

would be well; if not, he must conclude that he was

not one of the "elect," and must take the conse-

quences of his exclusion. Nothing happened: the

Holy Spirit did not move his soul, and he fell into

melancholy. At sixteen, his father spoke to him of

union with the Church; but there was no "conver-

sion" to justify it. The father then asked a written

statement of his son's convictions and feelings. This

was furnished and handed to an examining commit-

tee. To his amazement, he was pronounced a proper

candidate for membership. The amount of strictly

religious instruction, of the orthodox kind, which en-

vironed these children, is hard of belief. He read

Spencer, Lecky, and Theodore Parker; but these

authors were not the sole stimulators of his reason.

As captain of foreign ships , he saw the swarming

millions of India and China. These coolies at the

wharves showed a better morality and better man-

ners than the wharfmen of Liverpool, San Francisco,

and New York. At the mission stations, he found

little collections of twenty or thirty pupils snatched

fromthemillions who were to burn forever. Let no

one for an instant suspect this autobiography of dul-

ness. It is the record of a powerful reason veiled by a

life of antagonistic teaching. There is no affectation.

One falls at once into a quick sympathy and sincere

respect for the author, and lays down the book as

unwillingly as a first-class fiction. Capt. Adams has

made the stride from traditional Orthodoxy, even of

Calvin's sort, to the open land of scientific freedom.

He cannot be attached to any leader; for he knows

them all, and quotes as instructively from Haeckel as

from Lecky. An admirable part of the book is its

wise and sensible treatment of the Bible and of Chris-

tianity. Most especially good is his exposition of the

more natural life that we shall lead, when science

shall control health and conduct more closely. If

those who have laughed over Col. Ingersoll's irrever-

ent exegesis of things would place their mind under

the influence of this popular and delightfully written

book, they would soon gain a more sanitary moral

attitude. Boston Evening Transcript .

BOOK NOTICES .

THE CONVENTIONAL LIES OF CIVILIZATION. From the

German of MaxNordau. Chicago : L. Schick. 1884.

pp.364.

This book is a fierce assault upon hypocrisies of

every kind by a writer who is impatient and indig-

nant at the persistence of anomalies in our modern

civilization, of absurdities still strongly intrenched

side by side with disbelief of the intelligent classes

in their utility and justice. The author is a German,

and views the world and examines social, political ,

and economic institutions through the spectacles of

a radical whose views have been formed in a situa-

tion such as presents itself only in Germany. The

Imperial Council of Austria has prohibited the

further sale of the work, which has been in disfavor

with the Austrian government from its first appear-

ance. This fact, however, seems only to have in-

creased the demand for it ; for it has gone to its

seventh edition in as many months. It touches upon

all the political and social problems of the day, and

arraigns the "Lies of Civilization" with boldness and

audacity. It denounces the tone and tendency of our

age. The chapter, "The Lie of Religion," criticises

religious worship in all its forms. "The Lie of a

Monarchy and Aristocracy" will not shock any

readers in this country, although, probably, to the

Austrian government the most offensive chapter in

the book. "A Political Lie" deals with a trouble

which is fundamental even in our politics, the

inability of the people to get a true expression

of their will through their representatives. "The

Economic Lie" traverses the field of political econ-

omy, advances some startling paradoxes, and ex-

poses anachronisms and faults with much ability.

The "Matrimonial Lie" vigorouslydenounces the mat-

rimonial system of Europe, pointing out the deplor-

able physical, mental, and moral deterioration which

must result when material interests arrange mar-

riages. The chapter, however, contains statements

that are extravagant and inferences not warrantedby

facts. Another chapter contains severe stricture on

the press, which it is claimed is devoted chiefly to

propagating lies. In fact, the author finds society

and all social institutions permeated and swarming

with lies . On every page, the author shows himself

to be a partisan ; and his extreme bitterness unfits

him for a judicial view of the subjects he discusses .

At the same time, a book like this , one-sided as it is,

compels the reader to see evils which are real ,

although not often acknowledged, and to respect the

sincerity and courage of the writer who points them

out.
B. F. U.

THE Art Amateur for August has complimentary

notices of several American paintings, by both men

and women, in the English and French exhibitions,

although it sustains its character for impartialityby

pretty severely snubbing others. The biographical

sketch is of one Frank Myers Boggs, who is a clever

youngAmerican marine painter. It is interesting in

this, as in many other cases, to see how the patron of

themodern artist is not the noblemanor millionnaire,

but the newspaper publisher. The article by Russell

Sturgis on the "Restoration ofAncient Statues" gives

agreat deal of valuable information in regard to the

familiar statues we have so long known by many re-

productions . Hetreats the subject veryjudiciously, by

showing that restorations are very rarely admissible,

and that the real interest of a fragment is destroyed

by attempting to complete its design. It is strange

how easily one becomes accustomed to the sight of an

unrestored fragmentary statue. The want of certain

parts, as the arms of the Milo Venus, is forgotten;

while one can never forget the impertinent presence

of such restorations as deform the Medicean Venus.

Even the mutilated head of the Psyche of Naples is

forgotten in the perfection of the beautiful features .

Some excellent wood-cuts illustrate the sketch of

Mrs. Emily J. Lakey, the New York painter of cattle.

What perverse creatures women are! One would pre-

dict that they would excel in miniatures and pictures

of sentimental misses and pretty children, and here

we have Rosa Bonheur inEurope and Mrs. Lakey in

America taking the first rank as cattle painters.

Clarence Cook's contrast between the drawing-rooms

of the old time and the new will amuse many readers,

as will also his dictatorial assertions in regard to the

proper ways of living . I cannot see why a family

should have the labor and expense of using candles

and moderator lamps in a drawing-room instead of

gas, more than anywhere else. As usual there are

many varied designs and much instruction for those

interested in decorative art. E. D. C.

THE FLORAL WORLD.
A SUPERB, ILLUSTRATED $1.00 MONTHLY WILL

BE SENT ON TRIAL

FREE ONE YEAR !

To all who will enclose this ad. to us NOW with 12 2c.

stamps to prepay postage. The Indiana Farmer says:

"Contents interesting and to flower lovers well worth the

price,-$1.00 per year." Sworn subscription list over 12,000
in every State and Territory, Canada, Great Britain, South

America, Africa, India, andAustralia.

Mrs. R. A. Houk, Bingen, Ind., says: "It is the best floral

paper I ever saw." Mrs. J. W. Fay, Big Beaver, Mich.:

"It is magnificent!" Mrs. R. G. Stambach, PerthAmboy,

N.J.: "Have never seen anything half so good." Mrs. J. L.

Shankin, Seneca City, S.C.: "It is just splendid."

ADDRESS

The Floral World Highland Park, Lake Co., Ill.
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the Life and Teachings of Gautama.

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

Beliefs of the Unbelievers .
.25

Spiritof the NewFaith.
The Study of Psychology, its Object, SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory

1.00
Scope, andMethod.. 2.00 ofDescent andDarwinism. Illus...... 1.50The Safest Creed

1.00

Knowledge and Faith 1.00 LONGFELLOW'S PoeticalWorks. 2vols. 7.00 SCHROEDER(DR. KARL). A Manual of
1.00

Life of Gerrit Smith

2

Creedand Conduct 2.00 LUBBOCK (SIR JOHN) . Origin of Civili-

ARNOLD(MATTHEW). Essays in Criti-
1.00

cism. 2.00
The Rising and the SettingFaith
Visions of the Future

1.00

1.00Godandthe Bible 1.50
Life of Theodore Parker ..

2.00
ar LiteratureandDogma 1.50

GeorgeRipley .
1.25

zation, and the Primitive Condition of

Man

Pre-historic Times, as illustrated by An-

cient Remains, and the Manners and

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus .. 5.00

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated from the German, Illus ... 3.50
5.00

BAIN (ALEXANDER). Mental Science :

ACompendium of Psychology andHis-

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs.

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley. .50

FULLER (MARGARET). Women in the

toryof Philosophy 1.50
Nineteenth Century..

1.50

TheEmotions and the Will....... 500
Lifewithout and Life within...

150

MoralScience: ACompendium ofEthics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50
AtHomeandAbroad.

1.50

Relations 1.50

GALTON(FRANCIS). HereditaryGenius

EnglishMenof Science..

2.00

1.00

The Sensesandthe Intellect 5.00 Inquiries into Human Faculty and its

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants . Illus ...

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols . 10.00

MALLOCK(W. H.). Is LifeWorth Living? 1.25

Social Equality...

Chemistry .50

Physics .. .50

8.00 Physical Geography. .50

Geology. .50

Physiology .50

Astronomy. .50

1.00 Botany .50

BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of
Development...

300 MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

Life. 2 vols ... 5.00

The Beginnings of Life; or, The Modes

ofOriginofLowerOrganisms. 2 vols .

Evolutionandthe Origin of Life

5.00

GARRISON (WM. LLOYD). Tributes to

at his Funeral. With Heliotype of

BustbyAnne Whitney... .75

2.00

BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous-

GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

erty 1.00
Dess 1.50

EatingandDrinking

Stimulants andNarcotics

OurHomePhysician: A Popular Guide

to theArt of Preserving Health and

TreatingDisease ..

1

75 GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6 vols . 12.00

GRANVILLE (J. M.) . Sleep and Sleep-
6.00 lessness .

BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. ANovel of New York.. 1.50

BLAINE'S (JAMES G.) Eulogy on James

The Secret of GoodMemory

The Secret of a Clear Head...

Common Mind Troubles ..

A. Garfield. With Portrait.. How to make the Best of Life .
.50

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-

cal Works. Illustrated 2.00
2.50

1

BUCKLE'S (H. T.) History of Civilization

inEngland...

Essays, withaBiography of the author.. 1.00

BUECHNER'SForce andMatter

4.00

3.25

BURNS (ROBERT) . CompleteWorks .... 1.00

CARLETON (WILL). Farm Festivals.

Illus.....
2.00

FarmLegends. Illus ... 2.00
Farm Ballads. Illus ..

2.00

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits andMaps. 6 vols ..

FrenchRevolution. 2 vols.
7.50
2.50

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols ....
2.50

Critical andMiscellaneous Essays. With

Portrait. 2 vols .....

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With
Portraits. 2vols.

1.50

4.00

CHADWICK (J. W.). The Bible of To-day, 1.50

The Faith of Reason
1.00

HAWLEY (F. B.). Capital and Popula-

tion:A Study of the Economic Effects

of their Relations to each other... 1.50
TheManJesus.

1.00

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The
CHANEY (G.L.). F. Grant& Co.; or, Part-

nerships. A Story for the Boys who
Scarlet Letter.. 1.25

meanBusiness....
1.25

Tom. AHome Story.
1.25

The House of the SevenGables.

HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-

1.25

ative First Cause .75

Looking toward Sunset......

CHILD (LYDIA MARIA). Aspirations of

theWorld: A Chain of Opals.
Freedomof the Will 2.00

1.25

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-
tion by John G. Whittier, and an

AppendixbyWendell Phillips . With
Portrait...

2.50 HELMHOLTZ (H.). Popular Lectures on
Scientific Subjects . With anIntroduc

tion by Prof. Tyndall...

Second Series

2.00

1.50

CLARK (EDW. H., M.D.). Sexin Educa-
tion

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus.....

1.25

TheBuilding of a Brain
1.25

CLODD(E.). The Childhoods ofReligions.

Asimple account of the Birth and

Growth of Myths and Legends ......... 1.25

HIGGINSON(T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment...

Young Folks' History of the United

States

1.50

1.50

MargaretFuller Ossoli.....

COBBE(FRANCES POWER). The Duties HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

ofWomen........ Paper, 25cts.; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M.D.). The SacredAnthology, 2.00

TheEarthwardPilgrimage........
Idols and Ideals ..

ingPlace ...

1.75

1.50

GRAY (ASA) . Darwiniana: Essays and

Reviews pertaining toDarwinism

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2 vols. 4.00

HAECKEL (ERNST). The History of

Creation; or, The Developmentof the

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes . Illus . 2 vols. 5.00

The Evolution of Man. 2 vols.........

Freedom in Science and Teaching

5.00

.... 1.00

1.25

HALLOWELL (R. P. ). The Quaker Inva-

sion of Massachusetts .

HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy..... 2.00

HAMMOND (DR. W. A.). A Treatise on

Diseases of the Nervous System

HARDY (ARTHUR S.). ButyetaWoman

3.50 HARRIS(J.C.). UncleRemus: His Songs

and Sayings. The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus......

Demonology and Devil Lore. 2 vols..... 7.00
EmersonatHome andAbroad..

1.50

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture, and

Other Essays.....
TheNewChemistry .

2.00

1.00

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Complete in 16 vols... 20.00

DANA(R. H.), TwoYeare before the Mast, 1.50

DARWIN(CHARLES). Origin of Species, 2.00
Descent ofMan......

Journal of
Researches ...

2.00

TheMystery of Pain .....

Physiology for Practical Use ....

HOLLAND (F. M.). Reign of the Stoics..
Stories fromRobert Browning ..

Sordello:A Story from Robert Brown-

ing..... Paper, 35 cts.; cloth,

HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL) . The
Autocratof the Breakfast Table.

The Professor at the Breakfast Table....

The Poet at theBreakfast Table........

Poems...

Ralph Waldo Emerson.

Elsie Venner

3.00 HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-

moirandPortrait. 2vols ..

Aroostook ....

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.). The Lady of the

5.00|

1.25 |

1.50

4.00

1.25

1.75
1.00

2.25

1.25

1.50

.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

2.00

1.25

2.00

3.50

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Body and Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and
Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

ence toMental Disorders

Physiology of Mind.

Body andWill: Being anEssay concern-

ing Will in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical,and Pathological Aspects

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-

lyle...

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON) . The

Organs of Speech and their Apulica-
tion in the Formation of Articulate

Sounds..

MILL (JOHN STUART). The Positive

Philosophyof Auguste Comte..

PoliticalEconomy

The Subjection of Women; Essay on
Liberty, both in one vol.

Representative Government...

Three Essays on Religion.....

MILLS (C. D. B.). Gems of the Orient....

Buddha and Buddhism..

Science of Language

MUELLER (F. MAX). Lectures on the

Chips from aGerman Workshop. Vol . I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, and Customs. Vol . III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, and An-

tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology, Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol. , $2.00;

theset...

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or
Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustratedby the Relig-

ions of India

OORT (DR. H.) and HOOYKAAS (DR. I.) .

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study ofthe Bible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges ....

Vol. II. Kings and Prophets

Vol. III. New Testament....

OSWALD (FELIX L. , M.D.).

Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature....

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

oftheChristianReligionandthe Sig-

nificance of itsRise andDecline.....

PAINE (THOMAS). Age of Reason....

Complete Works ...

15.00

1.50

2.00

SCOTT'S Complete PoeticalWorks Illus. 8.00

SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols ....... 15.00

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

MemoirandPortrait. 2 vols .....2.50

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women...

10.00

2.00

SMITH'S Ancient History, from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fall of the Western

Empire. Illus. 3 vols...

3.50

3.00

6.00

STEWART (S. J.). The Gospelof Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatitis andhow itGrew..

STICKNEY (ALBERT) . ATrue Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of "Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful

illustrations
5.00

STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

townFolks. ANewEngland Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

landStory

2.50 STRAUSS (D. F.) . The Old Faith and the

New....

2.00

2.00

2.00

1.00

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

owe to each other..

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-
five Years ...

TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

1.50

2.00

.60

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

theReligion and Philosophy of Eman-

uel Swedenborg

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.
With Portraits. 2 vols ...

LifeofJefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

tion. 2 vols...

Emotional Expression .....

Animals and Plants under Domestica- 1.50

ClimbingPlants

Insectivorous Plants
5.00 The Undiscovered Country...

2.00

1.25
Orchids fertilized by Insects

Fertilization inthe Vegetable Kingdom. 2.00

HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a

Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols....

1.50 PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART) . The

12 vols

Logic...

Inventional Geometry

Piano-fortePlaying

.50

.50

.50

PoliticalEconomy .50

NaturalResources of the United States . .50

1.00

1.75 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00

Principles of Biology. 2 vols.....

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols .....1.50

4.00

4.00

2.50
Principles of Sociology. 2 vols....

4.00

Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00

2.50
Universal Progress... 2.00

1.50
Essays, Moral, Political, Esthetic.

2.00
Social Statics ..

250 2.00

Dataof Ethics
1.25

1.50 Study of Sociology
1.50

1.25 Education
1.25

2.00
STALLO (J. B.). The Concepts andTheo-

ries ofModernPhysics.... 1.75

.25

Physical

Motion
1.00

Fragments of Science.

Light andElectricity.

Lessons in Electricity.

Hours of ExerciseintheAlps .
.50 BelfastAddress ...

PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind

7.00 UNDERWOOD (B. F.) . Essays and Lect-

1.50

1.00

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free

Thought

VOGEL (A.). APractical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ....

1.00

1.75
Prayers by Theodore Parker .

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of

Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools and Families. .75 VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

4.50

WALKER(PROF. F. A.). Wages

Money...

3.50

4.00

1.25

4.00

Money, Trade, and Industry...

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6

vols . Illus...

1.50

10.00

2.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

tory Liquor Laws 1.25

traits. 3vols... 6.00 The Social Law of Labor.
1.50

FamousAmericans of Recent Times.... 2.00

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Ilustra-
WEISS(JOHN), Life and Correspondence

of Theodore Parker
tions. 2 vols . 6.00 4.00

American Religion
1.50

The ImmortalLife
1.50

Forms ofFlowers ..

1.75

GatesAjar 1.50
Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare 2.00

3.00

BeyondtheGates .

DoctorZay

1.50

1.25
WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

Growth of Language 1.50

Vegetable Mould, etc...

PowerofMovementinPlants .
1.50

2.00

Travels andResearches

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-

traits...
1.50

Completeset, 13vols......

1.50

1.50

.75 PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and
Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newlyengraved Likenesses ofSumner.

2vols ...

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works, with Portrait 2.00

WILSON (HENRY). Rise and Fall of the

6.00 Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols ....... 9.00
25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays

ures

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50



72 THE INDEX AUGUST 7 1884

Fast Potato Digging Travels in Faith from

SENT ON

60 Days'

TestTrial.

THE MONARCH POTATO DIGGER
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Tradition to Reason.

By ROBERT C. ADAMS.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.Agents Wanted. WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS

Write postal card for FREE elegantly

illustratedCatalogue, in Six Brilliant Colors,

thatcost us $2000 to publish.

206StateSt.,

Monarch Manufacturing Co., CHICAGO,ILL.

J. HART & CO.,
BANKERS,

Doylestown, Pa.

The 32d School Year of this Family and

Day School for Boys and Girls will begin
Sept. 17, 1884. For catalogue address

NATH'L T. ALLEN, West Newton, Mass.

THE

Man --- Whence and Whither ?

By RICHARD B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.B.

Price $1.00.

For sale at THE INDEX office.

THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT :

Its Philosophical Basis ; Its Gen.

THEBESTEQUIPPED
RAILROAD IN THE WORLD.

Let it be forever remembered that the

eralAims; Its Relationto Chris. Chicago & North-Westerntianity , Unitarianism, and Free

Religion. RAILWAY

THREE ADDRESSES BEFORE THE FREE RE- is the best and shortest route to and from
LIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, BOSTON, MAY 30,

by Messrs. W. M. SALTER, W. L.

SHELDON, and S. B. WESTON.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price 15 cents .

Woman Question in Europe, INITS RELATIONS

A Series of Original Essays.

" Edited by THEODORE STANTON, M.A.

With an Introduction by FRANCES

POWER CO

LargeOct

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points in Europe. Agency Chapter
for the American Line of Steamers .

Modern Thinkers,

Principally upon Social Science.

By Prof. VAN BUREN DENSLOW, LL.D.

With Introduction by ROBERT G. INGER-

SOLL. Including critical analyses of

Swedenborg as a Seer, of Adam Smith

as anEconomist, of Jeremy Bentham as

a Law Reformer, of Thomas Paine and

Junius as Political Revolutionists , of

Charles Fourier as a Socialist, of Her-

bert Spencer and Ernst Haeckel as Evo-

lutionists , and of Auguste Comte as a

Positivist, with an Essay on Wealth in

its Relations to Christian Ethics.

The Fifth Edition has just been issued

"Upon the question of money, this volume

contains the best thing I have ever read."-

R. G. Ingersoll (inIntroduction).

"We confess that, if we stood on the

ground on which Mr. Spencer stands, we

should find it difficult to prevent ourselves

from being pushed by the stalwart arm of

Dr. Denslow's logic into the gulf of ethical

nihilism ."-Prof. Goldwin Smith.

"Now, the whole force of this case de-

pends upon the assertion of Goldwin Smith

that Dr. Van Buren Denslow is a disciple of

Herbert Spencer. But the assertion is not

true in any sense or in any degree. On the

contrary, Dr. Denslow is an open antagonist

of Mr. Spencer. His essay on Spencer's

Philosophy, first published in the Chicago

Times, while speaking of the man in the

usual terms of perfunctory compliment, as

have also Goldwin Smith and the Saturday

Review, is adverse , carping, and deprecia-

toryonevery point that he considers. The

criticism was regarded as so damaging that

Spencer's friends were told they must reply

to it or forever hold their peace ; and we

were confidently assured that the last we

should ever hear of Spencer's system was

the thud of the clods that Denslow had

thrown upon its coffin ."-Prof. Youmans, in

Popular Science Monthly and in Introduc-

tion to Current American Edition of the

Data ofEthics .

Stephen Pearl Andrews, as political ex-
ecutor of the late Thomas Paine, is as

fiercely indignant at Mr. Denslow's analysis
ofPaine's politics as Prof. Youmans is at

his assault on Spencer's Philosophy. On
the other hand, George Jacob Holyoake

speaks of the analysis of Paine's politicalphilosophy as "the most masterly refutation

of it extant, without showing in his words

or inhismind any enmity against the great
agitator whom he confutes."

The late Dr. George M. Beard, of New

York,wrote to the author: " Your critique

on Spencer's Data of Ethics has all the

force of adiscovery in ethics, and is of

great value. It deserved to be made the

subject of a separate treatise."

BELFORD CLARKE & CO. , Publishers,

CHICAGO, ILL.

Cornell UnivLib

I. ENGLAND.

$170P

I. THE WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE MOVE-

MENT. By Millicent Garrett
Fawcett.

II. THE WOMEN'S EDUCATIONAL
MOVEMENT. By Maria G.

Grey.

III . WOMEN IN MEDICINE, By Fran-

ces E. Hoggan, M.D.

IV. THE INDUSTRIAL MOVEMENT.

By Jessie Boucherett.

V. WOMEN AS PHILANTHROPISTS,

ByHenrietta O. Barnett.

II. GERMANY.

III .

IV .

I. A GENERAL REVIEW OF THE

WOMEN'SMOVEMENT IN GER-

MANY. By Anna Schepeler-

Lette and Jenny Hirsch.

II . THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

GERMAN WOMEN. By Marie

Calm.

HOLLAND. By Elise van Calcar.

AUSTRIA. By Johanna Leiten-

berger.

V. NORWAY. By Camilla Collett.

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

that it is preferred by all well-posted trav-

ellers when passing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

TO EVANGELICAL RELIG- It also operates the best route and the short
ION. Addresses of B. F. UNDERWOOD,

Prof. P. A. CHADBOURNE, and Prof. ASA

GRAY at a meeting of the "Evangelical

line between

Alliance" held inBoston, Sept. 10, 1882. Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapolis.5cts.

NATURALISM Vs. SUPERNAT- Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison,

URALISM. By B. F. UNDERWOOD. Fort Howard (Green Bay), Wis., Winona,
10 cts.

WHAT KIND OF MORALITY

DID JESUS AND THE APOS.

TLES TEACH? By F. M. HOL-
LAND. 5 cts .

GOD OR THE GALILEAN? ByFELIX L. OSWALD. 5 cts .

THE SCIENTIFIC AND META-
PHYSICAL METRODS IN

PHILOSOPHY.

JANES. 5 cts .

By LEWIS G.

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY.

By WILLIAM FREY. 15 cts.

AN AGNOSTIC VIEW OF THE
DOCTRINE OF VICARIOUS

ATONEMENT. By W. H. SPENCER.

5cts.

AGNOSTICISM AND RELIGION.

By W. H. SPENCER. 5 cts.

Owatonna, Mankato, Minn., Cedar Rapids,

Des Moines,Webster City, Algona, Clinton,

Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin, Rock-

ford, Ill., are among its eight hundred local
stations on its lines.

superiority enjoyed by the patrons of this

Among a few of the numerous points of

road are its Day Coaches, which are the

finest that human art and ingenuity can
create; its Palatial Sleeping Cars,

which are models of comfort and elegance;
its Palace Drawing Room Cars,

which are unsurpassed by any; and its
widely celebrated

NORTH-WESTERN DINING CARS,

the like of which are not run by any other

road anywhere. Inshort, it is asserted that
it is the best equipped road in the

world.

All points of interest North, North-west,

Address THE INDEX, 44 Boylston Street, and West of Chicago, business centres,Boston, Mass.

The Secret of the East ;
OR,

summer resorts, and noted hunting and

fishing grounds, are accessible by the vari-

ous branches of this road .

It owns and controls over five thousand

miles of road, and has over four hundred

passenger conductors constantly caring for

VI. SWEDEN. By Rosalie Ulrica Olive- The Origin of the Christian Religion its millions ofpatrons.crona.

VII . DENMARK. By Kirstine Fred-

eriksen.

VIII. FRANCE. By the Editor.

IX.

X.

XI.

ITALY.

I. A GENERAL REVIEW. By Au-

reliaCimino Folliero de Luna.

II. THE EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENT.

By Dora D'Istria .

SPAIN. By Concepcion Arenal .

PORTUGAL. By Rodrigues de

Freitas .

M.D.

XII. BELGIUM. By Isala van Diest,

XIV.

XIII . SWITZERLAND. By Marie Goegg.

RUSSIA. By Marie Zebrikoff.

XV . POLAND. By Elise Oresko .

XVI. BOHEMIA. By Elise Krásnohorska.

XVII. THE ORIENT. By Kalliope A.
Kehaya.

For sale at THE INDEX office and sent by

mail, prepaid, on receipt of price.

THE INVESTIGATOR.

Published every week at the Paine Memo-

rial, Appleton Street,Boston, Mass.

Volume Fifty-second.

Price $3.00 per annum; 75 cts: for three

months to trial subscribers .

The INVESTIGATOR, as heretofore or since

its first commencement upward of half a

century ago, is devoted to the welfare, im-
provement, and happiness of men
women here and now, in this world, the

only world of which there is any positive or

and

demonstrated knowledge. This is the IN-

VESTIGATOR'S basis of ac on, and the best

exertions of its manages will always be
used to render it a free and independent

journal, devoted to the development and

promotion of genuine Liberalism, or Uni-

versal Mental Liberty, Free Thought, Free

Inquiry, Free Speech, and a Free Press.

JOSIAH P. MENDUM,

PAINE MEMORIAL BUILDING,

Appleton St. , Boston, Mass.

INDEX-MAKING FOR BOOKS.

No important book should be published

without an index. Aspecialist, with expe-
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and the Significance of its

Rise and Decline.

By FELIX L. OSWALD, M.D.

Handsomelybound in cloth. Price $1.00.

"Thework covers agreat amount of crit-
ical andhistorical ground independently of

the Buddhistic analogies ; it is in fact a vig-

orous, uncompromising outline of Christian
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THE Tories are beginning to understand that

there is intense feeling underlying the present

reform agitation in England; and, instead of con-

tinuing to disparage it, they are now trying to meet

it with counter demonstrations.

THE Springfield Republican mentions an impor-

tant advantage the supporters of the Prohibition

party have over all others in the contest for the

Presidency : "They can, by a simple adaptation of

the'temperance lecture,' everywhere hold Sunday

campaignmeetings, and are beginning to do it."

A NEW street in Paris has been named after

Darwin, the ninth Englishman whose name has

thus been honored in that city, the others being

Byron, Fulton, Jenner, Newton, Milton, Stephen-

son, Harvey, and Sir Richard Wallace. Washing-

ton, Franklin, and Lincoln are the Americans

after whom streets have been named.

A CALIFORNIAN who was "raised on earth-

quakes," and claims to be an expert in such

matters, scoffs at the earthquake which occurred

in the Eastern part of the country on Sunday last ;

but the large area over which the shock was felt,

showing, too, that the centre of the disturbance

was very deep, may be mentioned as proof that

our Eastern earthquake was no petty affair. And

there was nothing spiteful about it, as is often the

case with the little earthquakes which shake up

the people of 'Frisco. The inhabitants of the

Eastern section of the country are rather more

moderate and quiet than those on the Pacific

Coast, and an earthquake of the sort that our

California friend boasts of would be not only

inconvenient, but entirely out of place in New

England and the Middle States. Let not the Cali-

fornians speak slightingly of our Eastern earth-

quakes; and we will not disparage theirs, nor

laugh at their calamity and mock when their fear

cometh.

REV. R. G. McDUFFY, a Cleveland clergyman

who was arrested recently for riding a bicycle on

a sidewalk, pleaded guilty, and in extenuation of

his offence said: "My parish is a very large one.

Iam often called to the bedside of a sick or dying

person, and must get there as fast as I can. I

hope I am a law-abiding citizen; but, when I re-

ceive acall of this kind, I am going to respond at

all hazards. I consider that, in following my

calling as a minister, I am obeying the law of

humanity, a higher law, even though I violate the

law made by man." The justice, who took an

untheological and unsentimental view of the case,

in fining the offender, spoke to him in the follow-

ing plain fashion : "When the laws of humanity,

or higher laws, as you call them, conflict with the

laws of this State and city, the higher laws are

going to come off second best. I respect your

calling, it is a noble one ; but the laws to enforce

which I am placed here are applicable to every-

body without distinction as to person or occupa-

tion. For the present, I'll stand by the ordinance.

My advice to you is to keep in the middle of the

road.' If you take to the sidewalk, you must go

afoot ."

ACCORDING to a correspondent of the London

News, the King of Abyssinia, although absolute in

power, is a slave to ecclesiastical authority : "The

priests of that country are men whose intellectual

and moral character is such that their influence

must be bad on a ruler who looks to them for

counsel and instruction : "The priests are allowed

to marry, if they choose ; but the majority lead a life

of gross immorality. The confessional itself is the

easiest means for gratifying their desires, and also

for obtaining the liquor that cheers. They are

veritably 'Friars of Orders Grey.' The priest is

always the most drunk and noisy at wedding feast

or burial. He wears a turban of white cotton

cloth, made up to resemble the shape of the Greek

pope's hat; and this, with the exception that he is

generally more inebriated than his congregation, is

his only distinction. The church in this country is

almost as profitable a profession as that of the sol-

dier. There is no regular pay attached to either,

but the followers of both loot and live upon the

people. There is no encouragement to ambition or

advancement ; for, as soon as aman begins to grow

rich, he is spiritually robbed by the one and mate-

rially by the other. "

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

$5. More than 85 per cent. do their own sewing

or housework, 76 per cent. are in fair health,

about one-fifth are allowed vacations, and 3 per

cent. with continued pay. Through ill-health or

failure of work, three-quarters of the girls lose an

average of three months' time a year. The report is

very creditable to the moral character of the work-

ing-girls, to the investigation of which much atten-

tionwas given. "We can most freely and positively

assert, " it says, "that the working-girls of Boston

are making an heroic, an honest, and a virtuous

struggle to earn an honorable livelihood, and that

it is rare that one of them canbe found following a

life other than one of integrity.... We, of course,

do not wish to be understood as asserting that the

working-girls are any better than the same number

of girls in any other calling,-for the amount of

private immorality in any community or among

any class cannot be traced,-yet they come out of

this investigation with as good a name as that

which can attach to any class."

THE Independent says "that the Christian re-

ligion stands the test of pestilence and death better

than frivolous unbelief. " In proof of which, it

quotes the statement that "migration from Toulon

has been going on at an unparalleled rate. Of

course, all those who occupy posts of authority

and responsibility remain ; but the common people

are fleeing wildly.... I do not hesitate myself to

ascribe this excessive fear to the recent progress

of materialism and decay of faith in God." The

flight of "the common people" from Toulon during

a terrible epidemic is evidence simply of their in-

telligence and common sense. If they were ig-

norant, credulous devotees, they would remain in

the city, and put their faith in prayer and religious

processions, and die like so many sheep. We were

in Memphis a few years ago, when the yellow fever,

which had raged with great mortality, was subsid-

ing, and when every train brought to their homes .

in safety and health hundreds who had fled from

the danger of the epidemic, including nearly all

the Protestant clergy of the city. The Catholic

priests, consistently with their faith, remained to

perform their offices to the dying, many of them

falling victims to the pestilence. Were the people

who were able to leave Memphis and did so less

wise or worthy than those who, with opportunities

to leave, remained without any good reason, only

to become victims of the fatal disease ? Does the

man who exposes himself fanatically, ignorantly,

or recklessly to danger show greater wisdom than

he who, with regard for his own life and the hap-

piness of those dependent upon him, takes all

proper precautions against pestilence? It is ad-

mitted that those who "occupy posts of authority

and responsibility remain" at Toulon ; but the fact

that "the common people" have become sceptical

and intelligent enough to rely on their own efforts

to escape from pestilence rather than trust in the

mummeries of superstition, and needlessly sacri-

fice their lives here to please God and secure ex-

emption from his vengeance hereafter,"seems to

disturb greatly the writer from whom the Inde-

ACCORDING to the fifteenth Annual Report of

the Bureau of Statistics and Labor, of which Col.

Carroll D. Wright is chief, there are in Boston,

exclusive of domestics, some twenty thousand

working-girls. Of these, about 68.7 per cent. live

at home with relatives, 15 per cent. in boarding-

houses, 15 per cent. in lodging-houses, and 5 per

cent. in private families. Their ages average about

twenty-five years, and their wages a little less than | pendent quotes.
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NATURE'S TRUSTWORTHINESS .

There are some things in nature which man,

doubtless, would have ordered differently, if he

had had the opportunity. Earthquakes and tor-

nadoes, cholera germs, rattlesnakes, he very likely

would have left out of the plan of the universe.

The weather, too, he might have tried to fix by

some more regular and intelligible law. Mos-

quitoes he would have quickly evolved out of

existence, and flies he would have provided with

such an instinctive fondness for out-of-door life

that they would never enter human dwellings.

Yet it by no means follows that man's plan

would have been, as a whole, an improvement on

nature's. Certain it is that man has himself

learned to overcome many of nature's evils, and

has discovered that what once appeared to him as

only evil was but the necessary condition of some

good. It is certain, too, that man's own progress,

that the sharpening and strengthening of his in-

tellectual faculties and even his moral advance-

ment, have been largely conditioned on this strug-

gle to get the better of the evils of the natural

world. And so, possibly, the evils that remain

unconquered, and that seem indeed unconquerable,

maynot be so in any absolute sense, but may be

only useful enticements for evoking to still higher

stages of development the mental and moral abil-

ity of the human race.

...

Even John Stuart Mill, who drew such a terrific

indictment against nature's cruelties, also wrote :

"No one whose opinion deserves a moment's con-

sideration can doubt that most of the great posi-

tive evils of the world are in themselves remova-

ble, and will, if human affairs continue to improve,

be, in the end, reduced within narrow limits .

All the grand sources, in short, of human suffer-

ing are in a great degree, many of them almost

entirely, conquerable by human care and effort."

Considering, indeed, what man has already

achieved in the reduction of nature's evils, why

should we use Mr. Mill's modifying phrases of

whatmaybe reasonably expected in this direction

in the future ? It may seem a wild prediction, but

in this vacation month we venture it, that man

willyet discover some way of mastering the hurri-

cane and the earthquake. He may yet learn the

science of meteorology so accurately that he will

be able to foresee and evade the most furious

tempest. And is it wholly a fanciful guess, would

.it be a greater marvel than some things man has

already achieved, if we were to imagine our dis-

tant Yankee posterity inserting huge safety-pipes

into the bowels of the earth in the region of earth-

quakes, and thus innocuously drawing off and

ingupon the soil of his mind. The conditions of

Eden would have produced only another race of

comfortable animals, not all-mastering man. Com-

pelled to struggle for existence by rough encounter

with natural forces, to earn his bread by the

sweat of his brow,-man has filched nature's

friendly secrets from her and thriven on the very

forces that threatened to extinguish him. If here

and there she seems to falsify his expectations or

toforgether own laws and act capriciously, let not

his complaints over the temporary failure unjustly

blind his eyes to her constant and magnificent

benefactions. Possibly the disappointment may

bring forth some good which shall dwarf the ill to

its proper pettiness . Against all drawbacks, nature

generallymanages to get inher work at last. Let

man get in his, and all will be well. In spite of

cold and wet and frosts, New England is teeming

with abundant harvests at this glorious midsum-

When the heavy frosts came the latterpart

of May, it was dolefully prophesied that the New

England strawberry crop had been destroyed and

its apples ruined. But never were New England

strawberries more abundant or more delicious than

this year; and the laden orchards before our eyes

as we write, in this hill-town of Western Massa-

chusetts, prove that the apple-trees have not lost

their cunning. When the June frosts came, there

was again a wail. Huckleberries and blackberries

would be killed, and garden vegetables were irre-

trievably cut off! But the faithful berries are

here in their season, to be picked by the handful

from the bush, and to be bought in all the markets ;

and the farmers who did not succumb to the frost,

though their vegetables did, will yet reap the

reward of their second planting.

mer.

It may be, after all, that nature knows what she

is about. At least, it is hasty to assume that

man's ignorance or incapacity is the limit of her

trustworthiness. Her environing conditions and

forces have furnished the medium through which

man has progressed from animal savagery to men-

tal and moral civilization. The more he has

learned and trusted her, the better she has served

him and the faster he has advanced. Even her

seeming freaks pique his intellectual curiosity to

find asolution and remedy. And though intelli-

gent design to serve him may not be found, after

the manner of the old teleologists, in her arrange-

ments, yet, by his intelligent adaptation of con-

duct to her ways, the same beneficent result has

been achieved. The design is, at least, on the

human side. And, if the evidencedoes not permit

us positively to affirm that it is also on nature's

side, there is, on the other hand, no adequate evi-

dence to compel a denial of the many hints that

perhaps even utilizing the rebellious subterranean | both man and nature are in the sweep of some

force for the turning of their factory wheels ? As

to venomous beasts, they need not be feared so

long as wehave a race of Barnums in the world;

and diseases the most deadly and the most difficult

to cope with are already admitted to be the result

of some violated law, and no scientific man will

affirm that the broken law may not be ferreted

out, however obscurely hidden it may now be, and

the dire consequence prevented.

Science everywhere declares that nature is not

man's enemy, but his friend. She is ever working

for him; but he is to meet herhalf-way, inorder

to secure the full beneficence of her work. And, if

she sometimes seems to be playing with his hopes

and fears and balking his efforts, it is only to

stimulate his mental cunning and impel him to

some greater audacity of endeavor. She never

meant him to live in a Garden of Eden, where her

fruits should be showered upon him without

thought and without toil. If she cursed the

ground with barrenness, the curse turned to bless-

larger and grander design; that, with mutual

adaptations to each other, both areborne forward

on one stream of energy, which has intelligence

at its source and for its end an harmonious order,

variety, and beauty of life fairer even than all

man's dreams .

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

DISCUSSION OF IMMORTALITY BEFORE

THE CONCORD SCHOOL.

The discussion had been opened from the Bibli-

cal stand-point byRev. A. P. Peabody, D.D., on

Thursday morning, July 31. That evening, a

crowded audience, composed of residents of Con-

cord to an unusual extent, gathered, despite the

heavy rain, to hear Mr. John Fiske unfold the

Origin and Destiny of Man. He began byshowing

how needlessly man's importance in the universe

was once supposed to be in danger from the Co-

pernican system, the greatest scientific achievement

of the human mind. The resulting revolution in

man.

religion has not dethroned humanity. Neither

will that still greater revolution,by which man is

no longer a creature apart by himself zoologically,

but is a member of the Catarhine family of apes.

This truth is not to be overthrown; and, by its

aid, we can now prove, as could not have been

done previously, that there is no possibility of the

evolution or creation of any higher being than

His superiority to the apes has been owing

to the increase in surface of his brain, as well as to

the prolongation of his infancy. To the latter

fact, we owe our social relations, and especially

that necessity of subordinating individual conduct

to the welfare of the family,whence arises the idea

of duty. Man is less selfish than other animals,

for the length of human infancy produces altru-

ism. The first men had no bond of union but

blood relationship, and so were always at war.

This strife was intensified by the difficulty of

getting food enough for all. Those savages who

have enough to eat are peaceable. Agriculture

and manufactures, by making life easier, made

large communities possible. Local self-govern-

ment is so important an element of national

growth that the pacific principle of federation

must ultimately reign supreme. Increase inpower

to sympathize with others is also promoting the

ultimate triumph of peace over war. Evolution is

showing so plainlythe high place of man as the

goal of nature that it is a most gigantic assump-

tion to suppose that the life of the soul ends with

that of the body. It is not probable that immor-

tality can ever be demonstrated by science. The

beliefmust be an act offaith. Disbelief in heaven

has always accompanied those low views of man

which evolution has made obsolete.

Mr. B. F. Underwood, after praising the ability

with which the lecturer had shown that the lowest

human mind has been evolved from the intelli-

gence of the brute, asked how man could have a

consciousness, by virtue of which he is immortal,

not possessed by creatures of which he is a modi-

fied descendant. " If," said Mr. Underwood, " the

human mind forms part of a sequent order in

which there have been what we call cause and

effect, antecedent and consequent, with no super-

natural force introduced anywhere along the line

of evolution, if the mind of man, as well as the

physical structure with which in every stage of

development it is correlated, has resulted from in-

numerable modifications of animal life, how can

man have come to be an immortal being ? How

can he have an essential quality forming no part

of the mental constitution of the ape, of which

his own constitution is a natural modification ?

In a word, how can the mortal produce the im-

mortal ? " Mr. Fiske replied that he had not

claimed that immortality could be proved by sci-

ence. Hehad spoken of it only as a faith, a relig-

ious hope, a moral probability. How do we know

that the ape is mortal? It may here be noted

that the immortality for which he contended was

not expressly said by him to include the conscious

continuance of individuality. Brilliant and power-

ful as were his declarations of our nobility, they

might all be accepted easily by those who expect

no survival but that of our race, and who look at

our minds as only temporary forms of a power

which is eternal and incomprehensible. As a dem-

onstration of the natural foundation of morality,

independent of theologyor metaphysics, the lecture

was a magnificent success; but it scarcely touched

the question of survival of conscious personality.

There was no lack of definiteness on this point

in the metaphysical arguments presented on Fri-

daymorning by Rev. R. A. Holland, D.D., and

that evening by Prof. Davidson. The latter

brought up a dazzling array of propositions, so
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original and so concisely expressed as to make

an accurate summary almost impossible. His

fundamental definitions were these : The soul

is the principle of instinct, feeling, thought, and

will. The eternal or immortal principle is that

to which all succession of time is present at once,

and which cannot change. The verb "is" meaes

analysis of a mental object. Kant's mistake, that

themind constructs its own object, led to all the

vagaries of German thinkers. Is the soul immor-

tal? And, first, is the principle of intellect and

will eternal ? We can never get beyond experi-

ence, and should not try to infer from it what is

not in it. Intelligence is the act by which feelings

are referred to agents and principles are grasped

as principles. The essence of intelligence is that

it grasps entity or object. Even the ego may be

objectified. True object is unchangeable, hence

eternal. We must go behind all that is change-

able to have the real, unphenomenal object. Sci-

ence refers phenomena to causes not ultimate, but

partly phenomenal; philosophy,to causes ultimate

and not phenomenal. The object of intellect is

eternal entity, which cannot be grasped but by an

unchanging act. The principle of intelligence

must be eternal. We can only will the eternal,

not the phenomenal. Every true act of will

grasps the eternal. Hence, intellect and will are

immortal. Their principle is the same as that of

instinct and feeling, which are also immortal.

This last brings in personality and consciousness.

The soul is eternal. It is not in the body, but the

body is inthe soul. If men used their bodies only

for thought, they might keep them as long as they

chose. Contact with outward reality is so impor-

tant that Christians have insisted on the resurrec-

tion of the body. The denizens of hell appeared

with their bodies to Dante. Even disembodied

spirits must continue to feel, though we canhardly

conceive the nature of the soul's sensibility. To

all eternity, the soul exists, possessing the vision of

eternal being. Even the lower animals may have

immortality. The life-giving principle of no creat-

ure can cease to exist. If the worm had the

bodyof a man, it would be a man. Not one life

shallbe destroyed. Consciousness is not possible,

unless it is eternal. The catechism of positivism,

and of all theories which deny immortality, really

teaches that man's chief end is to glorify the

devil. If the soul is not immortal, virtue can have

no adequate reward. High ideas of morality are

impossible without belief in immortality. Evolu-

tion, as understood at present, is a baseless myth.

The individual is pre-existent to the whole. It is

a prejudice to suppose that the world is evolved

from any principle or that one phenomenon is the

cause of another.

If this lecture proved anything, it is the neces-

sity, in order to demonstrate our immortality, of

taking for grantedparadoxes far more incredible,-

for instance, that we can will only the eternal. If

the best road to faith is that just described, it is a

very straight and narrow one in which but few can

walk. Itwas particularlyplain this evening that,

if believers and unbelievers could agree about what

menare here on earth, there would be little differ-

ence of opinion as to the probability of ahereafter.

Disbelief in immortality rests on conviction that

man does not grasp the eternal, or attain in this

life any such intellectual independence of the

environment aswas claimed as evidence for the

future life by Dr. Harris. This was in the closing

lecture on Saturday morning, when he gave a

remarkably able account of the origin of language

as indicating capacity for immortality. In con-

cluding, he censured the positivists for going so far

inwaiving all reward for virtue that it wouldbe

but one step further in the irony of self-renuncia-

tion for them to prefer hell to heaven. Such a

preference might, however, be justified by the way

in which these places are usually described. Pre-

vious to the final discussion, the following letter

washanded to Prof. Davidson :-

CONCORD, Aug. 2, 1884.

Dear Mr. Davidson,-Please say something this

morning on these two points in last night's lecture.

I. I understood you to rest the soul's immortality

largely on her power to grasp the eternal entity.
That which has the eternal for its object must itself,

you say, be eternal. My question is whether the

eternal in itself is an object of our thought, or only

the eternal in its temporary manifestations. You say

every true act of will grasps the eternal. I should

rather say that the eternal is so much stronger than

we,thatwecanonlyhope to influence its temporary
embodiments by any act of will, however true. Some

of the ablest students of mental phenomena, like

James Mill, John Stuart Mill, Sir William Hamilton,

and Herbert Spencer, have been unable, I think, to

see any ability of the mind to reach the eternal as

eternal . I should like to hear why you think these

high authorities mistaken.

II. You paid particular attention to the crucial

point, the continuance of consciousness after death.

I notice, in doing so, you said, "Consciousness is not

possible unless it is eternal," or words to that effect.

Now, my own experience is that, when I sleep

soundly, I lose all consciousness for the time. I can

always tell after an afternoon nap whether it has

really been a sound one by noticing whether I know

whattimeof day it is when I awake. It seems to me,

as it does to Maudsley and other able specialists, that

sleep interrupts consciousness. How then can con-

sciousness be eternal? Why may not death inter-

rupt it forever ? Yours truly.

F. M. HOLLAND.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE NATIONAL

EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION.

Madison, Wis., whose limpid lakes have been

immortalized by a Longfellow ; Madison, calledby

Miss Ella A. Giles, in the illustrated Wisconsin

State Journal for July 14, "one of the brightest

jewels in the setting of the brilliant crown of the

North-west," seems destined to become the centre

of religious, intellectual, and political reunions.

Perhaps the most important assemblage that ever

took place in this town, as it certainly was the

most colossal teachers' convention ever held in this

or any other town, significant alike in the history

of Madison and in the history of education, was

the annual meeting of the National Educational

Association that has recently been held here.

From North, South, East, and West, came the

band of teachers, six thousand strong, each and

every one eager to gain new light upon methods

of instruction, to compare notes on work already

accomplished, and to gain profit for future endeav-

ors from the words of wisdom that might be

expected to fall from the lips of the most noted

educators of our land.

The weather was of the most ideal kind, daz-

zlingly bright and sunny, and just cool enough

to be exhilarating, and truly seemed as if made to

order. The lakes sparkled in the sunshine, dis-

playing their most varied hues, their most bewitch-

ing radiance to the beholder's eye ; and the whole

town, with its gay decorations, wore a festal air

that reminded one of the Philadelphia of centen-

nial memory. Private homes, hotels, and board-

ing-houses were all placed at the disposal of the

guests, the rightful occupants showing a cheerful

readiness to move out, or at least tuck them-

selves away in the least inviting corners of their

dwellings, that thosewhom theydelighted to honor
might be made comfortable. The beautiful State

capitolwas transformed into an exposition build-

ing for the display of the school exhibits from

various States, all but the Assembly and Senate

Chambers, which together with the churches of

Madison were thrown open for the public ad-

dresses.

Think of the expenditure of time, strength, and

money, the fatiguing journeys undertaken, the

weary toil undergone, in the preparation of those

school exhibits; think of all the hopes and expec-

tations on the part of entertainers and entertained.

Andwas the result satisfactory ? Let us see.

The first thing noticeable to the impartial

observer was the fact that, owing to the vast

crowds, the many good things pressed into the

same hour at different places of assemblage, and

the slight confusion in the arrangement of the pro-

gramme, which made it difficult to ascertain the

place and hour appointed for some of the finest

addresses, many aspirants after knowledge lost the

opportunity of enjoying the speaker of all others

whom they desired most to hear. It next became

evident that some of the special conventions and

counsels were flat, stale, profitless; that words were

wasted on petty questions of routine and disci-

pline that each individual teacher, or, at most,

each individual school principal,could best settle

in accordance with surrounding circumstances ;

that dry bones were dealt with rather than flesh-

and-blood, breathing, palpitating realities, in an

unfortunate number of instances. Nevertheless,

there were men and women present who came

seeking the complete substance, and would not be

content with the shadow or the skeleton,-men

and women whose horizons were broad, who

viewed all life questions from an elevated stand-

point, and whose words and whose whole beings

were fraught with an earnest resolve to strike the

death blow to the great curse of illiteracy wher-

ever found, men and women who deemed it the

business of our schools to build up the characters

of the pupils committed to their care, to mould

them into valuable forces for the years to come,

not into mere unthinking, unreasoning receptacles

ofdates and rules; and such menandwomengave

tone to the entire gathering. There was the Rev.

A. D. Mayo, whose grand ministry of education in

our Southern States aims at helping our brothers

and sisters of the South to help themselves in

casting off the burden of ignorance that oppresses

certain portions of their population, and preys like

ahideous cormorant on the whole body politic.

Andone's heart went out to him on learning that

hehad so convinced the Southern people that his

work was for the good of all that he had won the

warm friendship and appreciation of all classes of

people. A devoted Unitarian, and always ready

to lend a helping hand to struggling Unitarian

societies,his work is by no means a sectarian one,

for he labors with the ministers of all sects and

creeds in lifting up the masses ; and, when in one

of his addresses he spoke of the North-west as the

sounding-board of the nation, we hoped that his

plea for government aid to the Southern common

school fund might so reverberate throughout the

land that the money desired would be promptly

forthcoming. There was William T. Harris, one of
the ablest thinkers in the country, and one of the

most zealous workers in the cause of education,

whose strong words in favor of all systems that

tend to train and develop child-nature to the utmost

are always so wide-reaching in their influence; and,

as ever, he cast light onmanydark places. There

were women like Mrs. May Wright Sewall, of In-

dianapolis, Miss Sarah E. Doyle, of Providence,

Mrs. Louise Hopkins, of New Bedford; andmany

other grand women and men,who added to the
interest and importance of the occasion. As the

hours and the days wore on, new life seemed to

come to the tired teachers, whose care-worn mien

and bearing had impressed so many observers at
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ner of the governor and his amiable wife and

daughters. There were illuminations on the neigh-

boring lawns, too, and in the neighboring houses

for blocks around; and the streets were alive with

people, one long, densely packed column ofhuman-

ity, reaching far, far down the hill to the capitol.

Andfrom the roofs of the capitol wings and from

the capitol dome there were fireworks which filled

the air with splendor. Wonderful night, that of

July 17 !

first that there must be something wrong in the

workings of a profession thatsodrained the vital-

ity of its adherents. Thomas W. Bicknell, presi-

dent of the association for 1884, who seemed im-

bued with such thoroughly wholesome views of

life, called attention to a part of that something

wrong, when he said that our public school teach-

erswereat present compelled to devote too much

time and strength to harassing examinations and

petty routine. There is every reason to suppose

that this something wrong is now deeply felt, and

that measures are under way to right it. But there

is something else out of joint that was not touched

upon; and this is the small pay awarded teachers,

and the uncertain tenure of office. If the teacher

be a man, he is apt, after a few years' experience,

to look for some position that yields a better pe-

cuniary reward; if a woman, with still smaller sal-

ary, she plods on,in the event of her not marrying,

liable to too frequent change of position, with ❘ Catholic missionary, Monsignor Capel, sat to-

income so slender in many instances that she is

utterly unable to make suitable pecuniary provi-

sion for old age. No wonder, then, that, in spite

of all the enthusiasm naturally called forth by a

profession that to a true woman is second only to

the office of a mother, we see so many anxious,

troubled, piteous faces among our teachers, more

especially our women teachers.

But these lines are not meant for the vehicle

for expressions of dissatisfaction. There were too

many signs at the educational convention of the

dawn of a higher appreciation of the teacher's

calling, and all that this inevitably implies, to ren-

der grumbling warrantable. Let us rather dwell

upon the grand illuminations at Madison. That

there were mental and spiritual illuminations has

ålready been indicated; but there were also brill-

iant visible illuminations each evening, that lent to

the night the lustre of day. The capitol dome

was crowned with a circlet of electric light, two

thousand radiant Chinese lanterns decked the

grounds, swung between the noble trees ; while the

gateways were each surmounted with an archway

of brightly lighted colored glass globes. Most of

the homes, too, shed upon the streets a flood of gas-

light at night, and were gaylydecked with flags all

day long. The great social event of the week was

the governor's reception at the executive mansion,

once the Western home of Ole Bull, whose splen-

did reception parlor was the private music hall of

the Northern magician of the bow. Wisconsin's

good Gov. Rusk, wishing to give expression to the

profound respect entertained by himself and the

people whom he represents for the guild of teach-

ers, whose grand work it is to mould the rising

generation, invited the entire Teachers' Association

to his home, where he and his wife and family

heartily shook hands with five thousand, and no

one knows how many more, people. The pleasant

lawn, sloping down to exquisite Lake Mendota,

the Lake of the Great Spirit, was radiant with

Chinese lanterns and locomotive headlights, and

made gay with sounds of music and the human

voice. Human forms flitted to and fro, groups of

people in gala attire were dotted about or seated

at the long refreshment tables outside of the din-

ing-room windows, where six hundred gallons of

ice-cream, together with cake and lemonade in like

proportions, were served to the mighty concourse of

people. The well-lighted billiard house, where Ole

Bull used to pass so much time with his chosen

friends, and the busy figures inside of the pretty

building, added to the picturesqueness of the

scene. Well-trained ushers prevented all confu-

sion in the mansion or on the lawn. All the

windows were open, and many paused outside of

the reception parlor to watch the gracious, grace-

ful hospitality betokened in face, form, and man-

Still more wonderful night that of July 18,

when the convention was in session for its final

meeting in the Assembly Chamber, and the huge

numbers of people that failed to gain admission

adjourned to the steps and grounds without,where

several of the prominent addresses of the evening

were repeated. It will suffice to report the pro-

ceedings in the Assembly Chamber, where the

Unitarian missionary, Rev. A. D. Mayo, and the

gether on the platform with President Bicknell

and others ; and the friend of the public school

and he who, while professing to be its friend,

plainly indicated his intention of working for the

establishment of a sectarian school, were granted

equal freedom of speech. The audience had as-

sembled to hearken unto all, and to hold fast to

that which had the ring of genuine helpfulness.

And how fully the spirit of the week was exem-

plified in the general character of the remarks

and manifestations of interest of the evening !

What magnificent resolutions of thanks to every

person, place, and thing in the city of Madison

were adopted by the guests ! What superb expres-

sions of regard were offered to the latter by the

townspeople ! No more sublime good will between

entertainer and entertained could well be imagined.

Representatives from each State were called upon

for brief remarks, and nothing could have more

fully indicated the growth of a grand national sen-

timent than the tendency of the responses. Such

national assemblies cultivate the interest felt by

different portions of our country in all other por-

tions ; they nurture and cement friendship. The

man from Virginia declared that he had learned

to be ashamed of having once boasted of old Vir-

ginia hospitality as something unusual, for he had

been taught to believe in American hospitality ;

the woman from the far West and the woman

from the South each testified to the grand pur-

pose of her people to press onward and upward,

and enter heart and hand into the universal good

work. The heart bounded with joy at the general

hopefulness of the occasion, and new means of

growth seemed to be indicated in the desire ex-

pressed for an International Teachers' Convention.

Whatever the necessary limitations and failings of

such gatherings, no fair-minded person could have

attended the educational convention at Madison,

Wis., without rejoicing over the educational out-

look.

AUBER FORESTIER .

ASGARD, MADISON, WIS., July 29, 1884.

"PRECISELY THE DOCTRINE HELD AND

TAUGHT BY MR. SPENCER."

A correspondent of the Boston Evening Tran-

script, after giving the substance of Mr. John

Fiske's lecture on evolution before the Concord

School of Philosophy, and the gist of some re-

marks that we made at the close of the lecture,

adds : "To this, Mr. Fiske replied by asking the

question how any one knows that the ape is mor-

tal. But this was an inadequate reply; and the

truth is that, from his stand-point,immortality can-

not be proved, as he himself stated. It can be,

however, by philosophy, which reconciles the seem-

ing conflict, and establishes immortality as a scien-

tific fact. Mr. Fiske's belief is that that psychical

power which is in the lower world wells up in us

in the concentrated form of consciousness. Con-

sciousness is a divine effluence, not the product of

the collocation of forces. It will be seen by this

that Mr. Fiske is far above Herbert Spencer and

many of his disciples, and on his way to that intel-

lectual certainty which must come of such a will-

ingness to believe."

This statement called out from Mr. Fiske a

reply in the same journal, from which the follow-

ing is taken:-

"This remark does me too much honor, and is

unjust to Mr. Spencer. What I really said was as

follows: In my opinion, the infinite and eternal

power which is manifested in every event of the

universe is not material, but psychical in its nat-

ure; and it wells up in us in the form of con-

sciousness, which is thus a divine effluence, and

not the product of an ephemeral collocation of

particles of matter.' Now, this is precisely the

doctrine held and taught by Mr. Spencer. Much

in my paper was entirely original with me, but

this point was not."

While Mr. Fiske's testimony as to what he said

is without doubt correct, his statement, "Now, this

is precisely the doctrine held and taught by Mr.

Spencer," made as it is by the author of the best

exposition of Mr. Spencer's philosophy that has

beenpublished, and by an author of great ability,

who is accustomed to weigh his words, and to

state usually with impartial and judicial fairness

the theories which he defends or opposes, is most

surprising. For the truth is Mr. Spencer teaches,

with so much clearness, with so much fulness and

even repetition of statement as to admit of no

doubt whatever, that the "infinite and eternal

power which is manifested in every event of the

universe" is in its nature inscrutable, and that we

are unwarranted in declaring it either psychical or

physical, since these words have meaning only as

terms designating two classes ofphenomena, which

may bear no resemblance whatever to the "infinite

and eternal power," of which both mind and mat-

ter arebut phenomenal manifestations as revealed

in consciousness.

This, too, is the position maintained by Mr.

Fiske in published philosophical essays, in some of

which his views on the point in question are given

at length. The letter published in the Transcript

musthave been very carelessly written, and possi-

bly mistakes its writer's own position, as it cer-

tainly does that which Mr. Spencer maintains in

his numerous works.

It would be easy to show from Mr. Spencer's

own works the correctness of our statement regard-

ing his philosophy; but ourpurpose willbebetter

served by giving a few extracts from Outlines of

Cosmic Philosophy, which will exhibit the views

that Mr. Fiske has maintained touching the point

referred to in his letter, and at the same time

exhibit the views of Mr. Spencer, of whom Mr.

Fiske has justly been regarded as the ablest disci-

ple in this country, and to the illustration of whose

philosophy the admirable work above named is

mainly devoted :-

"Our conclusion is simply this, that no theory

of phenomena, external or internal, can be framed

without postulating an Absolute Existence of

which phenomena are the manifestations. And

now let us carefully note what follows. We can-

not identify this Absolute Existence with Mind,

since what we know as Mind is a series of phe-

nomenal manifestations. It was the irrefragable

part of Hume's argument that, in the eye of science

as in the eye of common sense, Mind means, not

the occult reality, but a group of phenomena

which we know as thoughts and feelings. Nor
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can we identify this Absolute Existence with

Matter, since what we know as Matter is a series

ofphenomenal manifestations. Itwas the irrefrag-

able part of Berkeley's argument that, in the eye

of science as well as common sense, Matter means,

not the occult reality, but the group of phenom-

enawhich we know as extension, resistance, color,

etc. Absolute Existence, therefore, the Reality

which persists independently of us, and of which

Mind and Matter are the phenomenal manifesta-

tions, cannot be identified either with Mind or

Matter. Thus is Materialism included in the

same condemnation with Idealism." (Vol. I.,

p. 88.)

...

"The definition of intelligence being 'the contin-

uous adjustment of specialized inner relations to

specialized outer relations,' it follows that to repre-

sent the Deity as intelligent is to surround Deity

with an environment, and thus to destroy its

infinity and its self-existence. Nor can the

theologian find a ready avenue of escape from these

embarrassments in the assumption that there is

such a thing as disembodied intelligence which is

not definable as a correspondence between an

organism and its environment, and which is, there-

fore, not a product of evolution. Experience does

not afford the data for testing such an hypothesis,

and to meet it with denial would accordingly be

unphilosophic in the extreme. That there may be

such a thing as disembodied or unembodied Spirit

will be denied by no one save by those shallow

materialists who fancy that the possibilities of

existence are measured by the narrow limitations

of their petty knowledge. But such an admission

can be of no use to theologians in establishing this

When we speak ofteleological hypothesis.

'intelligence,' we either mean nothing at all or we

mean that which we know as intelligence. But

that which we know as intelligence implies a cir-

cumscribed and limited form of Being adapting its

internal processes to other processes going on be-

yond its limits." (Vol. II., pp. 395.)

...

"It is not the intelligence which has made the

environment, but it is the environment which has

moulded the intelligence. In the mint of nature,

the coin Mind has been stamped; and theology

perceiving the likeness of the die to its impression,

making Mind, archetypal and self-existent, to the

die. " (Vol. II. , 402.)

"We are, therefore, forced to conclude that the

process ofdeanthropomorphization,which has from

the first characterized the history of philosophical

development, must still continue to go on; until

Intelligent Will postulated by the modern theolo-

gian shall have shared the fate of the earlier and

stillmore imperfect symbols whereby finite man

has vainly tried to realize that which must ever

transcend his powers of conception. " (Vol. II. ,

410.)

Mr. Fiske says that, if "we proceed to the outer-

most verge of admissible speculation, and inquire

for amoment what mayperhaps be the nature of

that Inscrutable Existence of which the universe

of phenomena is the multiform manifestation, we

shall find that its intimate essence may conceivably

be identifiable with the intimate essence of what

we know as Mind." In order to show this, a pas-

sage is quoted from Spencer; but this passage, far

from indicating belief in the psychical nature of

the Inscrutable Power, says : "While, however, it

thus seems an imaginable possibility that units of

external Force may be identical in nature with

units of the Force known as Feeling, yet we cannot

by so representing them get any nearer to a com-

prehension of external Force. For, ... supposing

all forms ofmind to be composed of homogeneous

units of feeling variously aggregated, the resolu-
tion of them into such units leaves us as unable as

before to think of the substance of Mind as it

exists in such units ; and thus, even could we

really figure to ourselves all units of external

Force as being essentially like units of the Force

known as Feeling, and as so constituting a univer-

sal sentiency, we should be as far as ever from

forming a conception of that which is universally

sentient." (Vol. II., pp. 448.) Far from teach-

ing that the Ultimate Reality is psychical in its

nature, Mr. Spencer claims that this proposition is

onewhich does not admit of proof, and of which,

properly speaking, no conception can be formed.

With this view, Mr. Fiske's statement following

the quoted passage agrees. Were he compelled to

choose, he says, between the hypothesis that the

Inscrutable Power in its nature is quasi-material

or quasi-psychical, the latter is the one he would

adopt. But no such alternative presents itself,

since it is open to him "to maintain that the Un-

known Reality which is manifested under both

aspects cannot legitimately be formulated in terms

of either aspect. The unconditioned Source of

the phenomena which we distinguish as psychical

and of the phenomena which we distinguish as

material may well be neither quasi-psychical nor

quasi-material."

The expression "God is Spirit, " Mr. Fiske

thinks, is better than the expression that "God is

Force." "But," he adds, "in thus consenting to

adopt a term [Spirit] about which quasi-psychical

connotations have clustered, we do not implicitly

consent to the clothing of Deity with definable

psychical attributes. The moment we use the

words 'intelligence' and 'volition,' we are using

words which have distinct meanings, as descriptive

of certain circumscribed modes of psychical ac-

tivity in man and some other animals. Except

as descriptive of these circumscribed modes of

psychical activity, they have no meanings what-

ever; and to seek to apply them to the unlimited

activity (whether quasi-psychical or not) of a Being

that is not circumscribed by an objective datum'

of any sort is simply to call into existence a num-

ber of illegitimate propositions, which, if dealt

with as legitimate, would entangle us once more in

the network of absurdities from which we were set

free by the chapter on Anthropomorphic Theism."

(Vol. II., p. 450.)

Whether Mr. Spencer's and as defined in the

above passages-Mr. Fiske's position is one that

can be successfully maintained by the highest rea-

son is a question which it is no part of our present

purpose to discuss, our object here being only to

contribute to a correct understanding as to what

the position of an eminent thinker really is .

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

EVERY subscriber who is in arrears for The

Index is requested to send the amount due to this

office with the least possible delay. We are in

especial need of money during these summer

months to meet current expenses, which we

shall be abundantly able to do, if our friends

will promptly remit the sums they owe us on

their subscriptions.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

MR. FREDERIC A. HINCKLEY has occupied the

desk of the Progressive Friends' Society, at Long-

wood, Penn., during the month of July, and will

continue through August. His regular work in

Providence begins with the first Sunday in Oc-

THE Presbyterian, noting the announcement of

the Revue Chrétienne, a French Protestant maga-

zine, that, in the hands of a new editor who has

taken charge of it, "all purely theological articles

will be omitted," says, "The Protestants of France

should remember that theology is the first of the

sciences."

THE Nation says veryproperly that the Concord

School of Philosophy "is not a school of philoso-

phy in the old and accepted sense at all. It might

just as well be called the Concord Summer Ly-

ceum or the Concord Lecture Bureau. It serves

to protract the New England lyceum period, hith-

erto confined to the winter months, into the hot

weather; but it does not undertake to develop a

philosophical system of any kind."

THOUGH I have argued that, in ascribing to the

Unknowable Cause of things such human attri-

butes as emotion, will, and intelligence, we are

using words which, when thus applied, have no

corresponding ideas, yet I have also argued that

we are just as much debarred from denying as

we are from affirming such attributes. Since, as

ultimate analysis brings us everywhere to alterna-

tive impossibilities of thought, we are shown that,

beyond the phenomenal order of things, our ideas

of possible and impossible are irrelevant.-Herbert

Spencer.

LILIAN WHITING, referring in one of her weekly

letters to the Chicago Inter- Ocean to the apotheosis

of Emerson at the Concord School of Philosophy,

makes this suggestion : "The programme, so far as

a mere ordinary conscious entity like your corre-

spondent can discern, is a very complete one with

a single exception. Would it not be well to invite

the classic Matthew to 'pull himself together,' and

come over with an address on 'The Limitations of

Emerson, with a Revised Catalogue of the Things

that Emerson was not' ?"

MR. F. M. HOLLAND writes : "It is but simple

justice to Mr. Mead to say that no onewho spoke

at Concord strove more faithfully and successfully

to give exactly what Emerson said and thought.

The lecture showed that they both revered religion

deeply, that they thought morality incomplete

without it, but that they both knew that a relig-

ious life ought to consist of virtue rather than of

ceremony. It was inability to agree with either

of them on this last point that prompted all the

criticism made on the lecture that evening and the

next morning. I speak here as I did when I

quoted Dr. Bartol, on the basis of notes made on

the spot."

THE Boston Sunday Herald has this to say in

regard to religious life in the country towns of

New England : "The testimony is everywhere to

the fact that the country is overrun with meeting-

houses, and that the rural population is less and

less inclined to go to church. The evil exists, and

is deplored. It is one of the outgrowths of our

voluntary ecclesiasticism, and is not to be over-

come without long and persistent endeavor, and a

considerable reconstruction of the ruling ideas in

our different religious organizations. The most

serious thing is not so much the number of these

societies as their essential weakness, their inability

to deal with the religious life of the community,

their want of scope, influence, attraction, vitality.

There are so many of them, the congregations are

so small, the expense of keeping them up is so

large, the drag upon the public is so great, that

they exhaust the community without rendering it

a suitable equivalent. Worst of all, they are like

enraged rattlesnakes in a bushel basket: they bite

and destroy one another, and leave the part of

the community that most needs religious instruc-
tober. tion to take care of itself."
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LASTweek, wegave an extractby permission of

the writer from a private letter from Mr. Charles

Froebel, of New York (243 East 19th St.), whose

second essay appears in The Index this week. The

following additional paragraph is from the same

letter : "When I lately called your attention to the

literary works of my father, Mr. Julius Froebel, it

was, I assure you, not from any feeling of family

pride. During my last fifteen years' residence in

this city, I have often had occasion to resent and

object to being introduced as 'the grand-nephew of

Frederick Froebel, the originator of the kinder-

garten schools,' because I felt myself entitled to

some regard on my own account. While there

could be no possible reasons for being ashamed of

such relationships, no greater cause could there be

for founding a structure of pride upon such mere

accidents . I have had my objections to the above

style of introductions met by references to the fact

that the supposed 'heredity of genius' makes the

coupling of an introduction with an allusion to a

man's distinguished relations a passport to a favor-

able reccption. But the true man no more covets

a favorable than an unfavorable reception : he

demands only a just one. I believe that no man,

however inferior in poweror limited in the range

of his mental life, can ever be entirely indebted to

others for his ideas and ideals. But neither can

the most adventurous of conquerors of the worlds

of truth and beauty advance upon any terra incog-

nita, the mysteries of whose hills and valleys, for-

ests and cities, have not been even long before, by

some great man from the dawn-clad heights of his

mental elevation, for a moment beheld. Original

and derived mental forms must, therefore, neces-

sarily mingle in the minds of all, the former to

lead in the martial explorations of the ever-reced-

ing cloud-land of general doubt, the latter to re-

peat over and over again deeds of valor in the

growing mind:-

To measure arms their birthdays' knowledge wrought

Anew on younger battle-fields of thought.'

Conceding, therefore, like others before me, the

impossibility of purely original thought, I also

have to acknowledge a debt of gratitude to those

whose work has made my most advanced mental

steps possible, or at least smoothed the road. "

GOOD IN ALL.
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Some minds are like streams flowing on to the sea,

Throughfields where the sunshine lies placid and free,

Where the clover, wind-wafted, coquets with the bee.

Some are like mountain rills, dashing along

Over rocks and through valleys with laughter and song;

But, checked, they plunge on down abysses ofwrong.

But some, like great rivers too closely confined,

Fret the rocks that oppose them, or silently find,

Ormake in their progress, grand canons ofmind.

Deep, dark, and mysterious, wild gorges ofgloom

They may seem; and yet in them sweet wild flowers may

bloom,

Andgems and pure gold in their caverns find room.

No depths of man's nature are barren of good:

Over desolate rocks swept the winds and thefloods,

Andthe forests arose that for ages have stood.

Over all their fair tresses the summer had care,

Her soft breezes fanned them, and birds of the air

Madenests in their branches and warbled love's prayer.

So over men's hearts let the sweet waters flow,

Andthe rocks shall be softened now hardening below;

And the vine and the roses will cling there and grow.

BELLE C. BUSH.

BELVIDERE SEMINARY, BELVIDERE, N.J.
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struggle, possibly of like duration, against the

privilege of wealth. And, as the religious creed,

which has swayed the western world during the

period of feudalism, has utterly failed to make

good its socialistic promise, so this dawn of a

"plutoclastic" war is likewise the dawn of a new

religious faith. For it is a characteristic trait of

the early manhood of belief that it cherishes a

hope of the realization of its ideals in the imme-

diate present. Seeing too clearly into the heaven

of the future, it beholds its forms, not distant, but

near by. Therefore, all young creeds are intensely

socialistic in their tendencies and directly political

in their action : true churches militant. Only

when disappointment upon disappointment in

their millennial expectations has hurled the ag-

gressive fanatics of the new faith back upon them-

selves do they seek consolation for the defeat of

their hopes either in the resignation of all desire

or in the transfer of its objects to another and

ideal world. And not until even these springs of

consolation, dried at their source by the fierce heat

The Moral Function of Socialism in its of the sufferings of centuries, cease even for a

Relations to Property.

BY CHARLES FROEBEL.

The Black Cloud.

The states of Europe are alarmed at the mutter-

ings of a cloud. A large and rapidly increasing

number of our race, for whom not only the prom-

ised sunlight of happier days in this world, but

also the hope-shedding beacon of Christianity, ap-

pear lost in impenetrable darkness, call out for

justice, and, failing to find it, for revenge! Now

and then, a far-seeing mind, like that of the first

living statesman of our time, discerns

"Upon the east a lurid ray

Write forth its flaming warning,"

and fully realizes that

"This is not smile of new-born day,

This is the fateful morning."

The air is sultry with rumors of plots and con-

spiracies that seem to herald the approach of a

social cyclone

"That on and on, o'er all beside,

The entire world illuming ,

Resistless sweeps; with burning tide

Allwracks of wrong consuming."

A spirit speaks in all that is. What does it say

in socialism ?

The attacks of socialism are directed against all

defences of the fortress which, under the name of

"the social order," is generally held to constitute

the moral citadel of our civilization. For not

only is the legal tenure of property thus attacked,

the entire system of laws, under the protection of

which we live and prosper, is likewise assailed.

The socialist strikes at the relations now subsist-

ing between laborer and employer. He seeks to

subvert that between the citizen and the state.

He demands the destruction of the present basis of

family ties.

In spite of the black plots and conspiracies now

gathering in the anarchy-charged clouds of Europe,

it mayyet be most emphatically asserted that the

time to relieve the unquenchable thirst of desire,

does the rage-laden cloud of despairloom upon the

historical horizon :-

"Avague and shadowy terror of the soul,

Agloomunfathomable, gathering form

Fromhate's abyss ,-a mother of the storm

Who sets her tempests on to thunder's roll."

The Nihilist is the despised and jilted lover of

mankind. When, in the course of humble, daily

life, we see the devoted love of the youth turned

to such bitterness that he can destroy the life of

her whom he would have given his all to possess,

what fierce hells of hate must at times burn in the

heart of him who has offered a sacred passion to

humanity, and was with undeserved contumely

rejected! What wonder if the sense of such in-

justice and insult breaks forth in a whirlwind of

passion, and he seeks to strike, in the social order

of our time, at the life of that humanity whom, in

his younger days,he so fondly loved! And, if he

should succeed, what then? When the now hated

one falls at his feet, and he has thrown the torch

into her home,-the state, he shall stand gloomily

by to see the ruins of his betrayed hopes sink into

dull gray ashes, refusing all consolation. But see !

What lithe form of beauty comes bounding down

the hillside in graceful maidenhood, crowned with

the roses of the dying flame's red gleam? It is a

new humanity. From her eyes shines the light

of the social order of the future. To see her is to

love. And the Nihilist beholds her ; and, carefully

putting away his daggers, pistols, and bombs where

they will do the least harm, he vows to her the

same devotion which he but lately pledged to

the one whom he destroyed. The new humanity

smiles, and together they lay the foundations of a

new and better state, governed by purer laws and

sanctified by nobler altars.

The Fact of Evolution in the High Court of

Morality.

There was a time when there were questions to

which science did not propose an answer. The

phenomena of life-the countless absorptions,
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transmissions, reflections, and refractions of re-

ality effected by the humanmind, and the socio-

pathical events which change the rhythm of po-

litical vibrations and the constitutions of states-

were all once regarded not so much as of too

complex a nature for immediate practical investi-

gation, than as entirely and forever foreign to its

sphere by virtue of an inherent qualitative differ-

ence from all those phenomena which were then

conceded to be governed by the operation of nat-

ural laws. But, in the course of the current

century, science has fashioned the lens of a new

thesis of extraordinary power. Viewing nature in

the light of its focus, day by day there has been

attained a clearer perception of the fact that all

that is, is but a growth, a development, a process

ofuniversal life. On the specifically organic field

of research, the logical results attained have as-

sumed a remarkable distinctness of outline. Not

only are we now cognizant of the fact that all

life's myriad forms are but the effect of a differen-

tiating evolution, but also of the further fact that

the multiplication of specific differences and the

relative advance made by different species have

been due to a never-ending competitive strife for

the necessitous objects of desire,-food, safety, and

reproduction, an unceasing struggle for existence,

in which the fittest must surely survive, the un-

fittest inevitably become extinct.

This struggle for existence must necessarily

entail a vast amount of suffering, falling least on

those who are fittest to live, and scarcely more

heavily on those who, being unfittest, must speed-

ily die, but with extreme severity on all who, being

of mediocre capacity for adaptation to circum-

stances, are compelled to linger in weary agony

equally fit as unfit for life as for extinction. And

of this suffering, this agony and pain, a heavy

weight bears down upon humanity. But the pro-

longed agonies endured by a large body of the

human race cite the facts and law of evolution

before the judgment-seat of morality ; and-let it

bewell remembered-not the special case of its

pain-fraught operation only,-no, the entire law

inits entirebearings !

But can a fact or law of nature be cited to

appear in the "high court of the universe," can it

be there tried and acquitted or convicted? The

spirit of asceticism once condemned all that is

beautiful as ministering to the lusts of the flesh,

and therefore evil: it branded all that is natural

as, for that reason alone, intrinsically wrong.

Thatwas the view fostered by Christianity during

some of the earlier phases of its development, and

is the view still held by a number of its adherents.

But,with the gradual decay of ascetic orthodoxy,

a reaction has set in in the current of opinion,

carrying those who but float upon its surface too

far in the opposite direction. As the natural was

formerly held to be intrinsically bad, so it is now

declared to be intrinsically good; while that which

is artificial-the work of man's brain and hands-

now frequently for that reason only falls under the

ban of condemnation. But, if the happiness pro-

duced be accepted as the only true moral measure

ofaction, neither of these two views canbe wholly

right or wrong. The mere fact that any thing,

relation, or event, is natural or artificial, is not

sufficient to impress it with the stamp of infamy

or goodness : it may serve to explain, but it can

neither justify nor condemn its existence. The

happiness or misery produced must be the test ;

and hence the fact and law of evolution may be

charged with the guilt of cruelty, and tried in the

high court of morality.

It maybe claimed that the suffering entailed by

theeternal struggle for life is unavoidable. It has

even beenheld that the total amount of nethappi-

ness in the universe must ever remain equal ; that,

whenever it anywhere rises above the average

level, it must necessarily somewhere else fall

below; that the appearance of an excess of it at

any one point of space and time must involve the

development of a corresponding excess of misery

at some other point of existence. What, then, we

must ask, should be our individual attitude toward

this suffering ? If it is unavoidable, why should

we unnecessarilyconcern ourselves about it? Why

darken our own existence with its hopeless con-

templation? If, as is now frequently done, hap-

piness is accepted as the only true measure of

morality, should not, after all, our own self receive

the first consideration ? Should not our own well-

being be our only aim? Can we not well afford to

leave thehappiness of others to be worked out by

the necessitous causal action of those natural forces

which effect the development of human society?

That is to say: "Shall we not leave it to be

worked out by those very natural forces to the

unfeeling action of which all human misery is

due?" And yet we might exclaim : "I do not

care! " We might selfishly withdraw ourselves

into the shell of our personal interests, and, though

leaving others to their pain, the efforts for our own

happiness might accomplish something, were it not

for the attendant fact of sympathy. Sympathy is

the detective who spies out the rightful and wrong-

ful actions of nature, cites her to appear in the

high court of absolute justice, and seeks to check

the evil effects of misdirected activity. All misery

arises either from direct causes or as the result of

sympathetic induction through the sufferings of

others. So it is a consequence of this sympathetic

induction that not only those who,before passing

away forever, are doomed to the lingering tortures

of the struggle for existence must suffer, but that

also those whose superior fitness enables them to

survive must sympathetically partake of their

pains. And this fact is not without far-reaching

consequences.

All mental as well as bodily qualities of the

human race are either the result of inheritance or

experience (adaptation), and, of whichever origin,

in their turn transmissible to our descendants.

And, as it must necessarily happen in the course

of long periods of time that experience is piled

upon experience and inheritance upon inheritance,

there cannot fail eventually to result in certain

favored individuals a most wonderful accumula-

tion of inherited mental wealth, an all but incredi-

ble mass of condensed intellectual and emotional

power. Thus it is that the great man, the genius,

the hero is born,-the philosopher who fashions

the lens of his thesis for a clearer insight into the

nature of things; the artist who breathes a higher

and more potent beauty into his symbolic forms;

the statesman who recasts the nation in the

mould of his political convictions. And thus the

religious reformer, for whose mental endowment

all the highest moral qualities-masses upon masses

of sympathy, pity, love, and justice-have, during

thousands of years, been gathered in the life-press

of his inheritance, stands forth in sacred passion,

declaring his burning hatred of wrong, his divine

law of right through which pain and suffering may

be laid aside, and his undying faith in the ulti-

mate reign of voluntary obedience to love,beauty,

truth, and happiness.

The Genesis of Privilege and the Plutoclastic

Demands of Socialism.

As already stated, every young and vigorous

religious belief is essentially and necessarily so-

cialistic. No more disposed to sink its hopes in

the unconscious depths of the resignation of desire
than to behold them soaring beyond its reach

away to the ether of another world, it chains them

to this earth, and seeks their immediate realization .

"The first felt wants of humanity seek for

direct physical satisfaction. The babe's tiny hand

clutches at the object of its wishes, be it bottle or

moon; and only when unconscious impulsive effort

at physical acquisition has most signally failed

thought is born. The impressions received from

the environment are analytically broken and dis

persed in that wonderful spectrum of conscious

knowledge ever growing in complexity and the

range and delicacy of distinction of its component

tints. Then, by the application of this knowledge

spectrum of the tangible to technical invention,

the domain of physical power is gradually ex-

tended until, when the latter's necessitous limits

are reached, thought continues on alone, carving

out of the physically unapproachable regions of

desire an independent state. Then, by the arms of

logic, truth is added to truth, until even here an

impassable barrier cries : 'Halt! Thus far shalt

thou know, and no further !' But, beyond this

barrier, the human heart still feels a claim. Belief

takes the field, and does not stay its advance

until it has extended man's psychical sway to those

remotest confines of possible dominion never trod

by physical or intellectual force."

The genesis of individual possession as here

sketched constitutes the "embryological parallel"

of the historical development of possession and

privilege from the remote past to a still far distant

future. The purely animal principles that "might

makes right, " and "when you want anything take

it," had been long dominant before they became

symbolized in the brutal ideal of Herculean hero-

ism. Such a basis of title to possession was

necessary in the earlier stages of man's struggle

for the subjugation of nature, and is even at this

day the only title respected by large numbers of

men by no means all savages. But from this root

there has grown a hereditarily privileged class.

The effeminate descendants of the heroic robber-

chief, no longer able to maintain possession by the

strength of their good right arm, seek to do so by

an appeal to a divine right claimed to be derived

from this brutally heroic ancestry. Thus arose

the system of feudalism, some of the most evil

fruits of which-serfdom and slavery-have only

partly fallen in our day, while its last aristocratic

branches are still green throughout the Old World.

The social ground from which these children of

privilege sprang is no longer productive. Though

it may be that now and then some exceptional

military prowess still plants the germ of a new

noble house, yet it is no longer the success of

personal bravery, but that of the skilful general

which is so rewarded. The admiration for the

strength of arm of the individual hero has given

way to that for the strength of mind of the leader

of hosts. The maintenance of armies demands

the control of such vast wealth that it can be

accumulated only through the individual activity

of the citizens of a nation. But upon these the

state can call for pecuniary aid only when its

needs are urgent and their satisfaction essential to

its very existence; for, without such limitation,

the citizen ceases to exert himself, and, wealth

being no longer accumulated, the resources of

the nation are sapped at their fountain head,-a

disaster said to have even now overtaken the

Turkish Empire. Individual wealth thus consti-

tuting the foundation of the modern state and

therefore protected by it, carrying in its train a

more than equitable share of political power and

freedom from compulsion, has, in our time, so

rapidly developed as to become a fertile ground for

the growth of a nobility of wealth, a "plutocratic"

privileged class. The weight of oppressive laws,
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ofpersonal service due the state, and of taxes, falls

heaviest upon the poor. The rich are to a con-

siderable extent de facto exempt from their opera-

tion. The weak and poor, though no longer sub-

ject to oppression by the physically strong, are

still at the mercy of the wealthy.

As the shadow attends the light, so the sense of

want follows the sense of possession. And out of

this magic shadow arise the forms of desire,-

those forms so unceasing in their strife for the

acquisition of the unpossessed. But when, in the

course of this strife, the advance of these desires

is opposed by the power of established privilege,

there sweeps forth from among them the sinister

emotion of envy. Envy assails privilege with

varying purpose. At one time desiring nothing

better than her self-immolation upon the throne of

the most privileged, she at another time, in the

wild fury of despair, seeks to hurl privilege into

thedust and to annihilate all traces of its existence.

As already stated, the attack of socialism upon

plutocratic privilege is merely the continuation of

the struggle against an older feudal (sthenocratic)

prerogative. In this struggle, the selfish expecta-

tion of being themselves able to rise to the dis-

tinction and advantages of the plutocratic nobility

still dominates a vast majority of the envious. A

strong hope to be ranked among the wealthy still

animates large masses of mankind. But, even now,

the fierceness of economic competition already

foretells the time when this struggle, if not checked

by the operation of certain moral forces, will con-

vert the entire world into one single, huge, seething,

"black hole of Calcutta" ! It is therefore most for

tunate that failure in economic competition always

develops in the human heart these moral forces of

"plutoclastic envy,"-this reverberating cry for the

elimination of personal wealth from the economic

system of society.

Let it not be for a moment supposed that the

triumph of these moral forces will be a peaceful

one. As the feudal aristocracy of the past has

fought for the retention of every inch of its privi-

leges, so also the plutocratic nobilit.of the present

will dispute step by step the advance of a better

social state. It will dispute it with all its vast

resources ; it will drown it in the voice of the ser-

vile orator; it will stifle it in the anaconda-like

embrace of a hostile press; it will not hesitate to

appeal to the basest passions ; it will bribe and

bully and betray; it will fill prisons, lunatic asy-

lums, and suicides' graves ; and it will not shun to

call forth the tread of glittering armies nor to

deluge many a battle-field with the blood of the

suffering and rebellious poor.

The Prospects of Socialism and After.

All action, be it that of individuals or that of

masses, is productive of effects. But as the fore-

sight which seems to direct private effort is as fre-

quently subject to distorting refraction by its

transmission through the "medium of the future"

as our memory is apt to be by its passage through

that of the past, so public foresight is also quite

generally at fault. The objects aimed at by

masses of mankind are not attained: those not

sought for spring into being.

The demands of socialism for the elimination of

personalproperty from our economic system admit

of two modes of theoretical satisfaction,-periodi-

cally recurring equitable redistribution or perma-

nent absorption by the trustee state. In regard to

the former mode, much unclearness has until

lately prevailed. It is now generally conceded

that the redistribution of property would have to

be almost of daily recurrence to maintain the

results sought ; and, as new citizens are continu-

ally born, the state would be compelled to perma-

nently control a large trust fund for their endow-

ment when of age, and till then to act in loco

parentis. The system would therefore ever tend to

pass into that of a state trusteeship for all prop-

erty. If the latter system were fully tried, there

would at once arise the question of administration

and control. This question is in itself so vast that

no party of men, however wise and bold, can

undertake simultaneously to cope with all its de-

tailed propositions. Itmust concentrate its efforts

on one form of property at a time, as it is even

now in a measure doing.

As so far indicated, the elimination of personal

property in all its forms from the economic system

of the modern state is an impossibility. And even

comparatively slight changes in the tenure or con-

trol of wealth must be the fruit of so slow a

process of historic ripening as severely to try the

temper of the calmest and most patient socialist.

Nevertheless, such changes, expressing radical

modifications of our conception of the ultimate

moral aspects of title to property, are now being

developed.

All title to property in our day rests mainly

upon its derivation. When we wish to know

whether anything is rightfully owned, we ask

"Did the possessor acquire it honestly ?" But with

constantly increasing density of population, prop-

erty is legislatively subjected to continually nar-

rowing limitations of the liberty of control and

use. And, with these limitations, a new moral ele-

ment is introduced into the composition of title.

Whenwe inquire into the rightfulness of owner-

ship, on the ground of the mode of acquisition,

we are searching its foundations in the depths of

the past ; when we limit the liberty of its use, we

are suspending title from the heights of the future !

For it is only in this future that the voluntarily

sought objects of our desires dwell, and use is but

an instrument fashioned under their influence and

for their attainment.

Allhumanmisery and pain, all evil which afflicts

us, is indissolubly linked with the unattainability

of our desires. So far as we know, our objects are

good. Could we under all circumstances attain

these, we would be, even as the gods, morally

responsible for all we know to be, omnipotent, and

free. But as the realization of these objects dwell-

ing within the yet unborn years is our inalien-

able birthright, we must unceasingly strive for

their possession. The evil power which ever op-

poses itself to their attainment is that of the un-

subdued natural forces,the enslaving causes which,

from their lurking places in the caves of the past,

sinistrally affect the present. We-the human

race-can attain to moral dignity only in so far as

we avow ourselves the champions of the future.

Though bound by our lineof descent to a base ani-

mal ancestry, we are yet waging an eternal war

with that dark and shadowy army of the past, the

host of causes which chains and limits our physical

powers, sense, and reason. And, in the light of

this truth, we can understand that the gradual

transfer of title from its foundation upon acquisi-

tioninthe past to its suspension from use in the

future is but a passing step in the never-ending

struggle of humanity for liberty and omnipotence,

their unremitting contention for the supremacy of

ideal purposes and desires over the facts of reality.

And this is the moral function of socialism in its

relation to property.

The here indicated transfer of title from past to

future conditions will be but the transition to the

absorption of all property by the trustee state.

But when this great purpose, the mission of social-

ism, shall have been accomplished, when its historic

record is closed, what then? Humanity will still

be agitated by questions of control. All cannot

administer the communal wealth, nor could its

equitable distribution be maintained. Each indi-

vidual citizen has an undivided, inalienable inter-

est in the common property; but who shall be in-

trusted with its care? All must have some share

in its administration, but who shall occupy the

highest places in the socialistic bureaucracy ? The

most intelligent and best, of course. But what

will be the consequences, if intellectual and moral

excellence should not always be found united in

the same persons? In that case, it is highly prob-

able that the most intelligent will manage in some

way to lay the foundations of an intellectual privi-

leged class,-a hereditary 'logocracy,' which will

ascend to the social throne, of which the plutocracy

has been dispossessed. Under this system, educa-

tion, becoming the all-dominating source of politi-

calpower,maybe made the exclusive prerogative

of a hereditary nobility of intelligence, and the

intellectually weak may still be trod in the dust by

the superior power of knowledge.

But, in the midst of such conditions, sympathy

and the wisdom of love can grow unchecked in the

heart of the "logocratic noble." Himself free in a

sense never before known, he will throw fewer and

fewer obstacles in the way of his weaker brother.

And, under such conditions, finally, millions of

simultaneously rising "religious reformers,"-the

conservers of the past sympathies of an ancestry

extending through all historic time,-all of one

mind, the wisest, and of one purpose, the best,

will guide humanity one step further to a social

order in which the relative power of the citizen

shall depend upon moral excellence alone.

A thousand years or more may well pass over

this world before the nobility of wealth-the "plu-

tocracy" of our time-shall have withered roots

and branches. But to believe that a nobility of

intelligence-a "logocracy"-can run its course

within twenty thousand years would be bold in-

deed. Yet the time must surely come when gov-

ernment shall fall into the hands of a nobility of

the truly good,-a charitocracy,-and

"Majesticjustice! truth supreme !

The future's rights' defender !

Theheraldof all beauty's gleam,

Descends in radiant splendor."
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SPIRITUALISM IN THE CONCORD SCHOOL.

The discussion on Immortality at the Concord

Summer School of Philosophy was opened Thursday

morning, the 31st ult., with a paper by Dr. Peabody.

During the discussion which followed, Rev. Mr. Bush,

an Episcopal minister residing in the village, spoke

on the subject, but not on the essay, and during his

remarks said:-

"I think that wretched delusion called 'Spiritual-

ism' is a failure in its prying into what God has not

revealed. Those inquiries of how we shall live and

what we shall be in the other state are valueless, in

view of the fact that God has not revealed it as his

will that we should know ."

On the following morning, before Dr. Holland

began his essay, Prof. Harris went to Mr. J. C.

Bundy, editor and publisher of the Religio-Philosophi-

cal Journal, and cordially invited him to take part in

the conversation of the session. After Dr. Holland

had finished and several had spoken, Mr. Bundy took

part in the discussion. His remarks, as well as those

of Dr. Bush, were taken down by his own stenog-

rapher, and were as follows :-

"I have enjoyed, as all present have evidently

enjoyed, the splendid essay of the morning. The

sincerity and enthusiasm of the speaker delighted

me. But I want to inquire, in all candor and earnest-

ness, what comfort the essay could be to a mother

who had lost her darling child, or to a husband

standing by the bedside of his dying wife ? How

much of what has been said in the essay or during

this discussion could they take in that would give

them anyclear conception or knowledge of a future

life? It is my opinion that to a great majority



THE INDEX AUGUST 14 1884 81

18

ad

the

The

Cat

冰

ne

١٢٠

24

Ca

De

:

immortality is of interest as amatter of fact and not

ofphilosophical speculation. The very point in the

considerationof this subject which should have been

brought into this discussion has been studiously

avoided, except as it was brought up by a speaker

yesterday for the purpose of sneering at it. Here in

old Concord, upon this historic ground, where was

'fired the shot heard round the world, there should

be moral courage to investigate candidly these phe-

nomena. They are here, and here to stay, and must

bemet in a spirit of honest inquiry.

"To some philosophers present, this 'wretched de-

lusion,' as it was termed yesterday, seems a most

annoying and intolerable thing. Spiritualism, as it is

called, I don't like the word particularly,-I mean

those facts which are classed as Spiritualism, are as

well attested as any other facts of human experience.

Icannamehundreds of lawyers, men trained in the

rules of evidence, who firmly believe in Spiritualism;

judges of the Supreme Court, of the Appellate Court

of Illinois, and courts of other States, who have long

been believers in spirit return, whose testimony ad-

mits of no denial.

"That these phenomena do occur, millions of intel-

ligent men and women affirm. You cannot ignore

Spiritualism. It won't be put down: it cannot be

sneered out of existence. Scientific men like Crookes,

Wallace, Zöllner, and others, after many cautious ex-

periments, long and close observation, testify to the

reality of these phenomena. The subject is entitled to

attention at your hands in considering the continuity

of life beyond the grave. Spiritualism is a synthesis

ofwell-attested facts, and affords a scientific basis for

belief inafuture life.

"The statement was made last night by Prof. Fiske

that the question of a future life was a question of

religion, and not of science. This was a strange re-

mark for a man of science to make. To me, it is a

matter of science, and affords a basis on which to

builda religion.

"In spite of the vagaries of some Spiritualists , and

of the cranks who have attached themselves to Spir-

itualism, despite the fact that of mercantile Spiritual-

ism, which is peddled about the country at prices

ranging from a postage-stamp to twenty-five dollars,

fiftyper cent. of which is fraud, and that twenty-five

per cent. more can be accounted for on another

hypothesis than that of spirit return,-despite all this,

there still remains a large residuum which can be

explained in no other way than that of spirit return

and manifestation. The whole matter should be con-

sidered in its entirety, and judged upon its merits.

Ithas a right to demand that it shall be fairly treated .

"Iwould like to see here in Concord a Psychical Re-

search Society, either in connection with this School

or independent of it, where this subject could be care-

fully and patiently studied. If it is not undertaken

here, it willbe elsewhere. Amovement is already on

foot looking toward the establishment of such an en-

terprise. It is your duty as philosophers, it seems to

me, to look into these phenomena. If the claims made

forthemarenot true, let us know it. If they are true,

add your confirmation to the accumulating testimony

in their favor. Truth, and truth alone, is what we

want."

Remarks by Prof. Harris.

Prof.Harris then spoke of Mr. Bundy as the editor

of the Religio-Philosophical Journal and a representa-

tive of clean Spiritualism. Though he [Harris] did not

admit and believe all Spiritualists claim for their be-

lief, yet he thought there was a great deal in Spirit-

nalism to be found out. If a man can manifest him-

selfhere, he can, under certain conditions , hereafter.

"We are coming," said Prof. Harris, "to an age in

which we are going to take it [Spiritualism] up scien-

tifically. It is an age of development and liberty."

The professor commended the work of the London

Society for Psychical Research, and recommended his

hearers to procure and study its reports. He encour-

aged scientific investigation of the phenomena, but

said substantially that there were different ways of

studying immortality, and each person would follow

his ownbent. He referred very briefly to obsession

and possession , and said he would touch upon Spirit-

ualism in his essay the next morning. He then intro-

duced

Mrs. Isabella Beecher Hooker,

a sister of Henry Ward Beecher, who proceeded to

give a graphic account of her own experience as a

medium. While in Paris, some years before,she had

some wonderful manifestations through her own me-

diumship, receiving at that time and later convincing

messages fromher father and mother. Samuel Bowles

had been the intimate friend of her husband, and

oftencame to them, establishing his identity beyond

question.

The Boston Herald of Saturday, the 2d inst. , in its

report of the session, says of Mrs. Hooker : "Mrs.

Hooker, who in the opinion of many seemed more

fit for the insane asylum than for the platform, made

an earnest, touching, and painfully interesting speech,

chiefly concerning her own beliefs and doings as a

Spiritualist , but did not go beyond the woman's

reason, her personal experiences. She is a specimen

of the diseased individuality that always more or less

gathers around any company of honest people who

are trying to do real thinking in the world."

Of Mr. Bundy, the same report says : "Yesterday,

Spiritualism was alluded to as tending to degrade

immortality [referring to Rev. Bush's remarks]; and

Mr. Bundy came in to-day all bristling for the fight,

as if hehad been insulted and must vindicate himself

and his cause. He spoke defiantly, and challenged

the School, forgetting entirely the proprieties of the

place and the character of the discussion ."

Onthe morning of the publication of the Herald's

account, Prof. Harris said to Mr. Bundy that he was

sorry the reporter had made such a statement, and

that it was unwarranted. He disclaimed for the

School all thought of defiance or impropriety on Mr.

Bundy's part. Mr. Bundy is understood to say he

received the most courteous and friendly treatment

at the hands of the management of the Concord

School of Philosophy, as well as from all with whom

he came in contact in that delightful village. The

writer of the Herald's report is said to be Rev. Julius

H. Ward, an Episcopal minister.

CORRESPONDENCE.

BLAINE'S CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

Editors of The Index :-

I wish you would reprint J. G. Blaine's proposed

Constitutional amendment, having for its ostensible

object the secularization of the United States govern-

ment, and also The Index's comments upon it made

at that time. Liberals are anxious to know how far

J. G. Blaine can be trusted as a Liberal. Some of my

liberal friends think he is just the man Liberals

should vote for others think that, even if he is a

free thinker (as his associations with R. G. Ingersoll

have led some Liberals to infer), he cannot be trusted.

Now since J. G. Blaine has been nominated on the

Republican ticket for the office of President, we want

toknow what The Index thought of him long before

he was prominently talked of as a candidate for that

office. I do not see how any one can take offence at

what The Index said of his amendment at the time he

introduced it in Congress . So , if you think it expe-

dient, let us have it again in The Index.

Very respectfully yours,

ENON VALLEY, PA.

H. NYE.

[From an editorial in The Index of Dec. 16, 1875, the

following is an extract, and is probably what Mr.

Nye desires reprinted: "Mr. Blaine's proposal that ' no

money raised by taxation in any State for the support

of public schools, or derived from any public fund

therefor, shall ever be under the control of any

religious sect, nor shall any money so raised ever

be divided between religious sects or denominations ,'

would still leave Bible-reading and Protestant Evan-

gelical worship in the public schools undisturbed,

unless the word 'sect' should be construed a great

deal more strictly than it is popularly, or in all

probability would be legally, interpreted... But a

complete, satisfactory, and thorough-going form of

constitutional amendment, so far as the secular char-

acter of the public school system and the very im-

portant matter of sectarian appropriations in general

are concerned, was proposed as long ago as 1870 by

Hon. E. P. Hurlburt, of Albany, formerly a judge of

the Supreme Court of the State of New York, in the

following explicit terms, which we quote with ad-

miration: 'To the end that the functions of civil gov-

ernment may be exercised without interference in

matters of religion, neither the United States nor

any State, Territory, municipality, or any civil divi-

sion of any State or Territory, shall levy any tax or

make any gift, grant, or appropriation for the sup-

port, or in aid of, any church, religious sect, or de-

nomination, or any school, seminary, or institution

of learning in which the faith or doctrines of any

religious order or sect shall be taught or inculcated,

or in which religious practices shall be observed, or

for the support or in aid of any religious charity or

purpose of any sect, order, or denomination whatso-

ever.' Judge Hurlburt explicitly intended to make

his proposed amendment such as to secure the total

exclusion of the Bible from the public schools, and

his phraseology is transparently clear and precise in

expressing that intention. Now that his wise and

long-unheeded measure is half adoptedby statesmen

inhigh official place, let all due honor be accorded to

him for his early and patriotic foresight. He was the

first to propose a constitutional amendment making

the public schools absolutely secular, and the form

he proposed is still the only one before the public

which carries out the principle of non-sectarian public

instruction in rigorous accordance with the logic of

liberty. Let not Judge Hurlburt's name be forgotten,

or the superior wisdom of his proposed measure be

overlooked in the now inevitable discussion of the

subject."-в. F. U.]

A LETTER FROM OLIVER JOHNSON.

MR. B. F. UNDERWOOD :

My dear Sir,-In The Index of July 24, you say,

"Mr. Oliver Johnson, in the Christian Union , denies

that there were, so far as he knows, any infidels

among the Garrisonian abolitionists." You are mis-

taken: such was not my denial. The Christian Union

had affirmed that the Garrisonian abolitionists aban-

doned the Bible because it permitted slavery, and

"set themselves at work to abolish Christianity with

one hand and slavery with the other." I said in

reply: "I am positively unable to recollect even one

man or woman among them who was 'carried away

into infidelity' by the path indicated, or who ever

abandoned the Bible or lost faith in Christianity."

Idid not mean to be understood as saying that no

infidel took part with the Garrisonian abolitionists .

Infidels as well as Christians were invited to join the

movement, and were always welcomed when they

came. There was Mrs. Ernestine L. Rose, an earnest

Garrisonian, though an avowed infidel. She often

spoke from our platform, and I can call to mind no

instance in which she ever attempted to use the

movement to promote her infidelity. She criticised

the Church, as we all did, for its pro-slavery position,

but never, so far as I can remember, assailed it upon

any other ground whatever.

The word "infidel" is very loosely employed by

different writers ; but I do not think that either Henry

C. Wright, Marius Robinson, or Parker Pillsbury

ever accepted that epithet as applicable to them.

selves, and I certainly do not think it was applicable

to them. And I am not by any means prepared to

admit that, rightly considered, it was applicable even

to Thomas Paine. What the Christian Union affirmed

and what I denied was that the Garrisonian aboli-

tionists in large numbers abandoned the Bible on

finding that it permitted slavery. So far as Iknow ,

there is not one example of this sort that can be

named. The Garrisonians, in their individual capac-

ity, represented every phase of religious sentiment ,

from soundest Orthodoxy to the broadest liberality,

and included among them were a few avowed infidels .

But the vast majority of them believed in Christianity

and the Bible under definitions which satisfied their

ownjudgment and conscience.

OLIVER JOHNSON.

104 EAST 23d STREET, NEW YORK.

[Our reference to Mr. Johnson was based upon the

following, which appeared as an editorial paragraph

in the Christian Union :-

Mr. Oliver Johnson writes us a second letter at some

length to show that Garrisonians were not infidels. He

insists that Theodore Parker never belonged to the Garri-

sonian school, but was "one of the founders of the Repub-

lican party," and that he never brought his peculiar the-

ology to the anti-slaveryplatform,"so that no one listening

to the speeches and knowing nothing else of his sentiments

would have seen any reason to suppose him a heretic at

all." In this last statement, Mr. Johnson is certainly at

fault, since the Hon. S. P. Chase wrote to Mr. Parker a

letter of kindly but earnest remonstrance against his in-

troduction of his theological views into his anti-slavery

speeches. Mr. Johnson insists, however, that the Garri-

sonian abolitionists did not agree with Theodore Parker

in these views, and says : "I do not know or remember one

of them who would not have said, with Garrison : 'In a

true estimate of the divine authority of the Scriptures, no
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one can go beyond me. They are my text-book, and worth

all the other books in the universe. My trust is inGod,

myaim to walk in the footprints of his Son,my rejoicing

to be crucified to the world, and the world to me. I stand

upon the Bible, and the Bible only. If I cannot stand tri-

umphantlyon that foundation, I can stand nowhere inthe

universe.'"

Mr. Johnson does not think the word " infidel" ap-

plicable to Henry C. Wright, Maricus Robinson, or

Parker Pillsbury; nor is he satisfied that it was

applicable to Thomas Paine. Very good. "Rightly

considered," the epithet should not be applied to any

man on account of his honest convictions. As Paine

said: " Infidelity does not consist in believing or in

disbelieving. It consists in professing to believe

what he [man] does not believe." The Christian

Union, however, did not use the word in any offen-

sive sense, but to designate men like Paine and the

others mentioned above who do not believe in Christ

as a superhuman being or in the Bible as an in-

spired and authoritative work, a revelation from

God. Now, from the time of Paine, who was one of

the earliest abolitionists in this country, to the date

of the Emancipation Proclamation, men such as the

Christian Union designates as "infidels" were prom-

inent in opposing slavery. Many of the Garrison

abolitionists were such men, and not a few of them

are still living and are among the most radical

free thinkers. We have spoken for free-thought soci-

eties, East and West, in which the leading members

were, years ago, active Garrisonian abolitionists.

We have heard many such say that the Bible teach-

ings inregard to slavery first led them to doubt the

divine origin and authority of the book, and that

they lost faith in Christianity through their anti-

slavery experiences. Will Mr. Johnson inform us

where can be found in the writings or speeches of

Garrison the quotation from him in the above para-

graph copied from the Christian Union ?-B. F. U.]

A CORRECTION BY MR. MEAD .

Editors of The Index :-

In a communication to The Index of this date, Mrs.

Shattuck represents me as claiming for Emerson, in

my recent lecture on "Emerson's Ethics" at the

Concord School of Philosophy, the position of an

"advocate of the substitution of morals for religion."

This is a misunderstanding. The doctrine stated is

neither my own, as those familiar with my thought

well know; nor is it Emerson's. The purpose of my

quite extended remarks upon this portion of my

subject was the farthest possible from that indicated.

It was to show, to use Emerson's own words, that

"the progress of religion is steadily to its identity

with morals ," and that "theology" (by which Emer-

sonheremeans the creeds and cults) is the rhetoric

of morals."

"The popular religion," says Emerson, "echoes

an original conscience in men. The commanding

fact which I do not see is the sufficiency of the

moral sentiment. We buttress it up, in shallow

hours or ages, with legends, traditions, and forms ,

each good for the one moment in which it was a

happy type or symbol of the Power; but the Power

sends in the next moment a new lesson which we

lose while our eyes are reverted and striving to

perpetuate the old." "The life of the once omnipo-

tent traditions was really not in the legend, but in

themoral sentiment and the metaphysical fact which

the legends enclosed." "The creed, the legend,

forms of worship, swiftly decay. Morals is the in-

corruptible essence." "Ethics are thought not to

satisfy affection. But all the religion we have is the

ethics of one or another holy person." "The first

position Imake is that natural religion supplies still

all the facts which are disguised under the dogmas of

popular creeds." "All the dogmas rest on morals;

and it is only a question of youth or maturity, of

more or less fancy in the recipient. The stern deter-

mination to do justly, to speak the truth, to be chaste

and humble, was substantially the same, whether

under a self-respect or under a vow made on the

knees at the shrine of Madonne." "Men will learn

to put back the emphasis peremptorily on pure

morals, to make morals the absolute test, and so

drive out the false religions ."
These passages were read in my lecture almost in

the above order; and they would seem to leave no

doubt as to Emerson's real position, which is also my

own position. The endeavor is to show that the prog-

ress of religion is to a point behind the traditional

symbols ,-a point where the soul "finds itself face to

facewith the majestic Presence, reads the original of

the Ten Commandments, the original of Gospels and

Epistles ." The relation in which the soul thus finds

itself, consciously adopting the Conscious Universal

Law as the law of its own life, is what Emerson calls

the moral relation; and religion is "the emotion of

reverence which the presence of the universal ever

exerts in the individual." I cannot think that the

meaning of my lecture was generally misunderstood,

but Iam glad of any occasion to repeat and enforce

these fundamental principles .

EDWIN D. MEAD.

BOSTON, August 7, 1884.

DEATH OF A NOBLE YOUNG MAN.

Editors of The Index:-

Ihope you will excuse the liberty I take in writing

to inform you of the death of our friend, Thomas

Pettigrew, who was a subscriber and an occasional

contributor to The Index . By occupation, he was a

coal miner; although, had his life been spared for

a few years, he would have succeeded in working

himself out of the mines into some higher calling for

which his natural abilities qualified him. Fifteen

months ago,he-incompany with his youngerbrother,

Robert-left Illinois to try his fortune in Western

Montana. Finding the conditions of existence there

undesirable, he concluded to give the British prov-

inces a trial, where he met, in a gas explosion, that

fate which his numerous friends deeply mourn. De-

ceased was a young man, twenty-six years of age,

unmarried. The prominent traits of character for

which he was chiefly noted were moral courage, un-

usual intelligence, a strong love for truth, and a read-

iness to defend whatever appealed to his judgment

as right, no matter what the consequences, together

with a loving disposition that found its fullest and

truest expression in liberal thoughts and industrious

habits . These are a few of the excellent qualities

which elicited the admiration of those favored with

his acquaintance.

His premature demise has brought to a sad and

unexpected termination a life which constituted an

unbroken series of magnanimous acts. Although a

disbeliever in personal immortality, he has obtained

admittance into that heaven, that sphere of ever-

lasting life of which George Eliot loved to sing. His

life will be perpetuated in the thoughts and affections

of"minds made better by his presence here." Refer-

ence to the communications he sent to The Index will

serve to indicate the drift of his religious thought .

Hehad no faith to invest in the supernatural and less

time to waste in dreaming of a perfect state of bliss

located somewhere in the skies. He believed that, if

earth was ever to be converted into a paradise, such

changes would be introduced and established only

through the instrumentality of human effort ; and,to

this end, all his life's energies were charitably de-

voted. I may add in conclusion that he never ceased

to praise The Index for its culture and broad spirit of

liberality.

I feel that his friends would like to see the an-

nouncement of his death in the columns of his favor-

ite paper. Yours,

DAVID ROoss .

OGLESBY, ILL. , July 25, 1884 .

Inhis autobiography, Frederick Douglass, says : " In

my communication with the colored people, I have

endeavored to deliver them from the power of super-

stition, bigotry, and priestcraft. In theology, I have

found them strutting about in the old clothes of the

masters, just as the masters strut about in the old

clothes of the past. The falling power remains

among them long since it has ceased to be the relig-

ious fashion of our refined and elegant white

churches. I have taught that the 'fault is not in our

stars, but in ourselves, that we are underlings' ; that

'who would be free, themselves must strike the blow.'

I have urged upon them self-reliance, self-respect,

industry, perseverance, and economy ; to make the

best of both worlds, but to make the best of this

world first, because it comes first ; and that he who

does not improve himself by the motives and oppor-

tunities afforded by this world gives the best evi-

dence that he would not improve in any other world.

Schooled as I have been among the inhabitants of

NewEngland, I recognize that the universe is gov-

erned by laws that are unchangeable and eternal,

that what men sow they will reap, and that there is

no way to dodge or circumvent the consequences

of any act or deed. My views at this point receive

but little indorsement among my people. They, for

the most part, think they have means of procuring

special favor and help from the Almighty ; and, as

their 'faith is the substance of things hoped for and

the evidence of things not seen,' they find much in

this expression which is true to faith, but utterly
false to fact."

BOOK NOTICES.

THOUGHT GERMS FOR THINKERS. By R. F. Judson.

Kalamazoo . 1884. pp. 148.

The author commences by thanking "the many

thinkers who have helped him to think, and whose

thoughts maybe herein embodied." The work con-

sists of proverbs and remarks relating to every as-

pect of thought and conduct, and contains a great

deal of wisdom and common sense tersely and

comprehensively stated. Its object "is to inspire

thought." It is not free from commonplace senti-

ments and expressions ; but it inculcates on every

page a high morality, and is pervaded by a reverent

love of truth and justice. Abetter title for the work

than"ThoughtGerms for Thinkers" would be "Flow-

ers of Thought forAll."

A CONCORD LOVE SONG.

Shall we meet again, love,

In the distant When, love,

When the Now is Then, love,

Andthe Present Past?

Shall the mystic Yonder,

On which Iponder,

I sadly wonder,

With thee be cast?

Ah, the joyless fleeting

Of our primalmeeting,

Andthe fateful greeting

Of the How andWhy!

Ah, the Thingness flying

From the Hereness, sighing

For a love undying

That fain would die!

Ah, the Ifness sadd'ning,

The Whichness madd'ning,

And the But ungladd'ning,

That lie behind!

When the signless token

Of love is broken

Inthe speech unspoken

Of mind to mind !

But the mind perceiveth

Whenthe spirit grieveth ,

Andthe heart relieveth

Itself ofwoe.

Andthe doubt-mists lifted

From the eyes love-gifted

Are rent and rifted

Inthe warmerglow.

In the inner Me, love,

As I turn to thee,love,

I seem to see, love,

No Ego there.

But the Meness dead, love,

The Theenessfled, love,

And born instead, love,

AnUsness rare !

-Boston Evening Transcript.

B. F. U.

JAMES JEFFREY ROCHE.

BELVIDERE SEMINARY.

Theplan of an Industrial School which was sent by the

Misses Bush, of Belvidere Seminary, New Jersey, to the

widow of Wendell Phillips, has received her approval and
permission to name the institution, when established,the

Wendell Phillips Memorial Industrial School.

The plan has also been highly commended by some of

the most eminent educators in this country, and active

measures are being taken to insure its success.

Its originators respectfully solicit such aid and influence

in behalf of their enterprise as the friends of Wendell

Phillips may be pleased to offer. They will confer person-

ally orby letter with any one interested in their plan, and

will very gratefully receive donations, in large or small

amounts, of money, books, stationery, pictures, chemical

and philosophical apparatus, or charts and specimens
needed in the study of the Natural Sciences. Allparties

responding in any way substantially to this call will be

considered founders ofthe institution.

Belvidere, Warren County, N.J.
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Orders are respectfully solicited from all friends

of THE INDEX.

MayDay, and Other Pieces .

Society and Solitude...

Letters and Social Aims .

ENNIS(JACOB). The Origin ofthe Stars,
and the Causes of their Motions and

theirLight

1.50 JESUS: HIS OPINIONS AND CHARAC-

1.50 TER. The New Testament Studies of

1.50 aLayman....

2.00

FISKE (JOHN). Myths andMythmakers, 2.00
Outlines of Cosmic Philosophy...... 6.00

The Unseen World, and Other Essays ... 2.00

FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHIP IN RE-

LIGION. AVolume of Ten Essays, by

D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow,

Samuel Johnson, John Weiss, O. В.

Frothingham, W. J. Potter, F. E.

Abbot, J. W. Chadwick. T. W. Higgin-

son, and Mrs. E. D. Cheney, and ad-

dresses by Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

RobertDale Owen, and others ...

....

JEVONS (W. S.). Moneyandthe Mechan-

ism of Exchange.....

JOHNSON (OLIVER). Wm. Lloyd Garri-

son and his Times. With Portrait and

Introduction by J. G. Whittier

JOHNSON (SAMUEL). Oriental Relig-
fons, and their Relation to Universal

Religion:

India

China

LANGE (F. A.). History of Materialism.

3vols...

LECKY (W. E. H.). History of the Rise

and Influence of the Spirit of Ration-

alism in Europe. 2 vols ..

History ofEuropean Morals fromAugus-

tus to Charlemagne. 2 vols .

2.50 LEWES (G. H.). Biographical History of

2.00

1.50

1.75

2.00

10.50

POPE'S Essay onMan

PRATT (WM. , M.D.). A Physician's Ser-

mon toYoung Men...

PROCTOR (R. A.). Other Worlds than

Ours: The Plurality of Worlds studied

under the Light of Recent scientific

Researches. Illus ...

Light Science for Leisure Hours. A Se

ries of Familiar Essays on Scientific

Subjects

The Moon: Her Motions , Aspect, Scen-

.50

.25

2.50

1.75

ery,andPhysical Conditions. Illus.. 3.50

The Expanse of Heaven. A Series of

Essays onthe Wonders ofthe Firma-

ment

OurPlace among Infinities . A Series of

Essays contrasting our LittleAbode

inSpaceandTimewiththe Infinities

around us. To which are added

Essays on the Jewish Sabbath and

Astrology.

2.00

د

1.75

QUATREFAGES (A. de). The Natural

History ofMan... 1.00

TheHuman Species
2.00

RAPHALL (MORRIS J.). History of the

Jews from 420 B. C. E. to the year 70

C. E. 2 vols ...
4.00

5.00

5.00 RIBOT ( T. H.) . Heredity: APsychologi-

cal Study on its Phenomena, Its Laws,

its Causes, and its Consequences ....

EnglishPsychology...

2.00

1.50

Diseases ofMemory.. 150

4.00 ROMANES (G. J.). Animal Intelligence..

The Scientific Evidences ofOrganicEvo-

lution

1.75

.50

3.00

SAVAGE(M. J.). Belief inGod. 1.00

Morals of Evolution 1.00

Philosophy. 2 vols.... 4.00

ALGER(W. R.). ACritical History ofthe

Doctrine of a Future Life.......

Primitive Christianity 1.75

3.50 Child's Book of Religion. For Sunday-

Physiology of Common Life. 2 vols .....

The Story of Goethe's Life

Problems of Life and Mind.

3.00
Beliefs about Man 1.00

Talks about Jesus 1.00

1.50

First Se-
schools andHomes 1.00

ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN- ries. 2 vols..... 6.00

Beliefs about the Bible....

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her

1.00

Stories from the Lips of the Teacher . Riddles 1.00
1.00

MENTS.. 1.50 The Physical Basis of Mind. Second
Stories of the Patriarche 1.00

Series..... 3.00
Bluffton. A Story of To-day

1.00

ARNOLD (EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama,

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

Beliefs of the Unbelievers . .25

Spirit of the New Faith.. The Study of Psychology, its Object, SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory
1.00

The SafestCreed
Scope, and Method.. 2.00 of Descent and Darwinism. Illus 1.50

1.00

Knowledgeand Faith 1.00 LONGFELLOW'S Poetical Works. 2vols. 7.00 SCHROEDER (DR. KARL). AManual of

1.00 Life of Gerrit Smith

ARNOLD(MATTHEW). Essays in Criti-

Creedand Conduct 1.00

cism.. 2.00
TheRisingand the Setting Faith 1.00

Visions of the Future 1.00
Godandthe Bible 1.50

Life of Theodore Parker. 2.00

Literature andDogma 1.50

George Ripley... 1.25

BAIN (ALEXANDER). Mental Science:

ACompendium ofPsychology andHis-

2.00 LUBBOCK (SIR JOHN). Origin of Civili-

zation, and the Primitive Condition of

Man

Pre-historic Times, as illustrated byAn-

cient Remains, and the Manners and

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus .. 5.00

5.00

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translatedfrom the German. Illus... 3.50

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs .

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley .. .50

FULLER (MARGARET). Women in the

toryofPhilosophy 1.50
Nineteenth Century.... 1.50

TheEmotions and the Will... 5.00
Life without and Life within.

1.50

MoralScience: ACompendiumofEthics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50
AtHome andAbroad. 1.50

Relations 1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS) . Hereditary Genius

EnglishMen of Science.

2.00

1.00
The Senses andthe Intellect 5.00 Inquiries into Human Faculty and its

BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of
Development.. 3.00

Life. 2 vols.... 5.00

The Beginnings of Life; or, The Modes

ofOriginofLower Organisms. 2vols.

Evolution andthe Origin of Life

5.00

GARRISON (WM. LLOYD). Tributes to

at his Funeral. With Heliotype of
Bust byAnne Whitney ... .75

2.00

BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous-

ness 1.50

EatingandDrinking 75

Stimulants and Narcotics.

OurHome Physician: A Popular Guide

totheArtofPreserving Health and

TreatingDisease... 6.00
lessness...

BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. ANovel of New York.. 1.50

BLAINE'S ( JAMES G.) Eulogy on James

The Secret of GoodMemory

The Secret of aClear Head..

Common Mind Troubles

How to make the Bestof Life .

.50

.50

.50
A. Garfield. With Portrait . .50

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-

calWorks. Illustrated 2.50

BUCKLE'S (H. T.) History of Civilization

inEngland...
4.00

Essays, with aBiography of the author.. 1.00

BUECHNER'S Force and Matter 3.25

BURNS (ROBERT) . Complete Works .... 1.00

CARLETON (WILL). Farm Festivals.

Illus .. 2.00

Farm Legends. Illus ... 2.00

Farm Ballads. Illus ... 2.00

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits andMaps. 6vols..

FrenchRevolution. 2 vols. 2.50

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols ... 2.50

CriticalandMiscellaneous Essays. With

Portrait. 2 vols....

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle
and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With
Portraits. 2vols .

3.50 HARRIS(J.C.) . UncleRemus: His Songs

and Sayings . The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus ....

4.00

CHADWICK(J. W.) . The Bible of To-day, 1.50

The Faith of Reason 1.00

HAWLEY (F. B.). Capital and Popula-

tion:AStudy of the Economic Effects

of their Relations to each other....

TheManJesus . 1.00

CHANEY(G. L.). F. Grant&Co.; or, Part-

nerships. A Story for the Boys who

meanBusiness .... 1.25

Tom. AHome Story

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

Scarlet Letter.....

The House of the Seven Gables .

HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-

1.25

1.25

1.25
ative First Cause .75

Freedomof the Will 2.00

1.25

CHILD(LYDIA MARIA) . Aspirations of

the World: AChain of Opals ...........
Looking toward Sunset....

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

Appendixby WendellPhillips. With
Portrait..

CLARK (EDW. H., M.D.). Sexin Educa-
tlon

GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

erty

GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6vols .....

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-

GRAY (ASA). Darwiniana: Essays and

Reviews pertaining to Darwinism

1.00

12.00

.50

.50

2.00

4.00GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2 vols .

HAECKEL (ERNST) . The History of

Creation; or, The Development of the

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes. Illus . 2 vols. 5.00

The Evolution of Man. 2 vols .........

Freedomin Science and Teaching ... 1.00

HALLOWELL (R. P.). The Quaker Inva-

sion of Massachusetts..

5.00

1.25

2.00HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy.....

7.50 HAMMOND (DR. W. A. ). A Treatise on

Diseases of theNervous System

HARDY (ARTHUR S.) . But yetaWoman 1.25

2.50

1.50

1.25

1.25TheBuilding of a Brain

CLODD (E. ). The Childhoods of Religions.

Asimple account of the Birth and

Growth of Myths and Legends ...... 1.25

COBBE(FRANCES POWER). TheDuties

ofWomen........ Paper, 25 cts .; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M.D.). The SacredAnthology, 2.00
TheEarthward Pilgrimage......
Idols and Ideals .

1.75

1.50

Demonologyand Devil Lore. 2 vols..... 7.00
Emerson atHome andAbroad..

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture, and

OtherEssays.....

The New Chemistry....

1.50

1.00
2.00

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

trated Edition. Completein 16vols ... 20.00

DANA (R. H.) . Two Years before the Mast, 1.50

DARWIN (CHARLES) . Origin of Species, 2.00
Descent of Man....

Journal of Researches.

EmotionalExpression.....

Animals and Plants under Domestica-

3.00

HELMHOLTZ (H.) . Popular Lectures on

Scientific Subjects. Withan Introduc

tion by Prof. Tyndall....

Second Series

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus..

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment....

Young Folks ' History of the United

States

MargaretFuller Ossoli.

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

ingPlace ...

TheMystery of Pain ......

Physiology for Practical Use ....

HOLLAND (F. M.). Reign of the Stoics..
Stories from Robert Browning

Sordello : A Story from Robert Brown-

ing.. Paper, 35 cts.; cloth,

HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The
Autocratof the Breakfast Table ....

TheProfessor at the Breakfast Table....

The Poet at the Breakfast Table......

Роетя....

Ralph Waldo Emerson

ElsieVenner

HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-
2.00 moirandPortrait. 2 vols ..

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.). The Lady of the

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a
Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols.....

5.00

1.50

1.50

2.00

1.50

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus ..

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK(W. H.). Is Life Worth Living ? 1.25

Social Equality....

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Body and Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

ence to Mental Disorders

Physiologyof Mind.....

Body andWill: Being an Essay concern-

ing Will in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical, and Pathological Aspects ....

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-

lyle..

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON). The

Organs of Speech and their Applica

tion in the Formation of Articmate

Sounds .

MILL (JOHN STUART) . The Positive

Philosophy of Auguste Comte..

Political Economy

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

Liberty, both in one vol .

Representative Government....

ThreeEssays on Religion......

MILLS (C. D. B.). Gems of the Orient....

Buddha and Buddhism...

MUELLER (F. MAX). Lectures on the

Science of Language

Chips fromaGermanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, and Customs. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies , and An-

tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology, Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol. , $2.00;

theset...

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or

Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustratedby the Relig-

ions of India

OORT(DR. H.) and HOOYKAAS (DR. I. ).

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study oftheBible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges....

Vol. II. Kings andProphets

Vol. III. New Testament....

4.00 OSWALD (FELIXL., M.D.). Physical
Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature..

1.50

1.50

1.25

1.00

1.50

2.00

2.50

1.00

SCOTT'S Complete PoeticalWorks Illus. 8.00

SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols ... 1500

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems . With

Memoir and Portrait. 2 vols ....

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women...

SMITH'S Ancient History, from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fall of the Western

Empire. Illus . 3 vols ..

3.50

3.00

6.00

1.75 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00-

10.00

2.00

STEWART ( S. J.). The Gospel of Law... 1.25.

TheBible: Whatitis and howitGrew.. .25

STICKNEY (ALBERT), ATrueRepublic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of "Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-LetterDays

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful

illustrations
5.00

STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

townFolks. ANew England Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

landStory

2.50 STRAUSS (D. F.). The Old Faith andthe

New...

2.00

2.00

SUMNER (W. G.) . What Social Classes

owe to each other .

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

1.50

2.00

.60

gations covering a Period of Twenty-2.00

1.00

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

ofthe Christian Religionandthe Sig-

nificance of its Rise and Decline..... 1.00

.50PAINE (THOMAS). Age ofReason.....

Complete Works ...

1.75 PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind
2.25

1.25

1.50

.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

2.00

1.25

2.00

3.50

five Years ....

TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

Motion

Fragments of Science.

LightandElectricity.

Lessons in Electricity..

Hours of ExerciseintheAlps..

BelfastAddress.

7.00 UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

1.50

1.00

ures

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free

Thought

VOGEL (A.). A Practical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ...

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50

1.00

1.75Prayersby Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of

Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools and Familles. .75 VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS) . Outlines of

theReligion andPhilosophy ofEman-

uel Swedenborg

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.
With Portraits . 2 vols ...

Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

traits. 3 vols ....

1.25

4.00

WALKER (PROF. F. A.). Wages

Money.....

Money. Trade,and Industry..

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6

vols . Illus ..

2.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

6.00

torv Liquor Laws .......

The Social Law of Labor.

FamousAmericansof Recent Times.... 2.00 WEISS (JOHN). Life andCorrespondenceLife of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

tions. 2 vols ....

PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART) . The

GatesAjar ....

Beyondthe Gates...

6.00

1.50

1.50

of TheodoreParker

American Religion

The Immortal Life

Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare

1.25 WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and
GrowthofLanguage

Aroostook

tion. 2 vols ....
Insectivorous Plants

5.00

2.00

The Undiscovered Country .

1.50

1.50

ClimbingPlants

Orchids fertilizedby Insects 1.75 3.00 DoctorZay
Fertilizationinthe VegetableKingdom.

2.00 TravelsandResearches .75 PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newly engravedLikenesses ofSumner.

2vols...

4.50

3.50

4.00

1.50

10.00

1.25

1.50

4.00

1.50

1.50

2.00

1.50

Chemistry .50

Physics .50

8.00 Physical Geography . .50

Geology. .50

Physiology .50

Astronomy. .50

1.00 Botany
.50

Logic.. .50

15.00

Inventional Geometry
.50

Piano-forte Playing .50

PoliticalEconomy.. .50

NaturalResources of the United States . .50

Principles of Biology. 2 vols..
4.00

1.50

2.50

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols .... 4.00

Principles of Sociology. 2 vols.... 4.00

Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00

2.50
Universal Progress ..

2.00

1.50
Essavs, Moral, Political, Esthetic..

2.00

2.50
Social Statics..

2.00

Data of Ethics
1.25-

1.50 Study of Sociology
1.50

1.25 Education
1.25

2.00
STALLO (J. B.). The Concepts and Theo-

ries of Modern Physics . 1.75

Forms ofFlowers.....
1.50

PowerofMovement in Plants.
2.00

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-
1.50

Completeset, 13 vols .

Vegetable Mould, etc...
traits...

1.50
1.50

6.00

25.00 HUME'S (DAVID)Essays

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works,with Portrait 2.00

WILSON(HENRY). Rise and Fall of the

Slave Power inAmerica. 3vols ....... 9.00
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Fast Potato Digging Travels in Faith from

SENT ON

60 Days'

TestTrial .

THE MONARCH POTATO DIGGER

Savesitscostyearly, FIVE TIMES

OVER, to every farmer Guar

anteed toDig SixHundred

Bushels aDay!

Agents
Wanted.

Write postal card for FREE elegantly

illustrated Catalogue, in Six Brilliant Colors,

that cost us $2000 to publish.

206 State St. ,

Monarch Manufacturing Co., CHICAGO,ILL.

J. HART & CO.,
BANKERS,

Doylestown, Pa.

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points in Europe. Agency

for the American Line of Steamers .

2,000

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-

called "TwelveGreat Pictures of the World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI ;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;

Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; AS-

sumption of the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans-

figuration, RAPHAEL ; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL; HolyNight, CORREGGIO ; Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO ; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.10; or

anyone or more at 20 cts. each (with Cata-

loguewhen desired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee, Wis.

THE

Tradition to Reason .

By ROBERT C. ADAMS.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.

WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS
The 32d School Year of this Family and

Day School for Boys and Girls will begin
Sept. 17, 1884. For catalogue address

NATH'L T. ALLEN, West Newton, Mass.

Robert G. Ingersoll's Writings.

Only authorized editions .

Vol. I.-THE GODS, and Other

Lectures . Contents: "The Gods,"

"Humboldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individ-

uality," "Heretics and Heresies. " 12mo,

253 pages. Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. II.-THE GHOSTS, and Other
Contents: " The Ghosts,"Lectures.

"The Liberty of Man, Woman, and

Child," "The Declaration of Independ-
ence," "About Farming in Illinois,"

"The Grant Banquet Toast," "The Past

rises before me like a Dream," "Tribute

to Rev. Alexander Clark," "Tribute to

Ebon C. Ingersoll." 12mo, 243 pages .

Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. III.-SOME MISTAKES OF

nages . Cloth, $1.25;MOSES.

paper,50c CoCornell UnivLib
Vol. IV.-1

MAGIA

443 pages. Cloth, --
3170F

cloth, $1.25; paper 50 cents.

L-
w.)

ain

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE

SAVED ? 89 pages, 12mo. Paper, 25

cents.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, A
series of articles on the Christian Relig-

ion, by Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, Judge

JEREMIAH S. BLACK, and Prof. GEORGE
P. FISHER. The only complete and au-

thorized edition. One voſume, 8vo, 143

pages. Cloth, $1.00 ; paper, 50 cents .

VINDICATION OF THOMAS

PAINE, from the attacks of the

Man --- Whence and Whither ?

By RICHARD B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.B.

Price $1.00.

For sale at THE INDEX office.

THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT :

Its Philosophical Basis; Its Gen.

eral Aims ; Its Relation to Chris-

tianity, Unitarianism, and Free

Religion.

THREE ADDRESSES BEFORE THE FREE RE-

LIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, BOSTON, MAY 30,

by Messrs . W. M. SALTER, W. L.

SHELDON, and S. B. WESTON.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price 15cents.

EVOLUTION IN ITS BELATIONS

Y ALL ODDS

THEBESTBEST EQUIPPED
RAILROAD IN THE WORLD.

Let it be forever remembered that the

Chicago & North-Western

RAILWAY

is the best and shortest route to and from

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

that it is preferred by all well-posted trav-

ellers whenpassing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

line between

TO EVANGELICAL RELIG- It also operates the best route and the short
ION. Addresses of B. F. UNDERWOOD,

Prof. P. A. CHADBOURNE, and Prof.ASA

GRAY at a meeting of the "Evangelical

Alliance" held inBoston, Sept. 10, 1882. Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapolis.
5cts.

VS.

NATURALISM
SUPERNAT- Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison,

URALISM. By B. F. UNDERWOOD. Fort Howard (Green Bay), Wis. , Winona,

10cts.

WHAT KIND OF MORALITY
DID JESUS AND THE APOS-

TLES TEACH? By F. M. HOL-
LAND. 5 cts .

GOD OR THE GALILEAN? By
FELIX L. OSWALD. 5 cts.

THE SCIENTIFIC AND META-
PHYSICAL METHODS IN

PHILOSOPHY. By LEWIS G.

JANES. 5 cts .

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY.

By WILLIAM FREY. 15 cts.

AN AGNOSTIC VIEW OF THE

DOCTRINE OF VICARIOUS

ATONEMENT. By W. H. SPENCER.

5cts.

AGNOSTICISM AND RELIGION.
By W. H. SPENCER. 5 cts .

Address THE INDEX, 44 Boylston Street,
Boston, Mass.

The Secret of the East ;
OR,

New York Observer. By ROBERT G. The Origin of the Christian Religion
INGERSOLL. Paper, 25 cents.

Just Published:

Ingersoll's Lectures Complete.
In one superb volume, 1306 pages, octavo,

half calf, gilt, mottled edges. Price, post-

Woman Question in Europe, paid, $5.00 .

A Series of Original Essays.

Edited by THEODORE STANTOΝ, Μ.Α.

With an Introduction by FRANCES

POWER COВВЕ.

Large Octavo, Cloth Extra, $3.50.

Chapter

CONTENTS.

I. ENGLAND.

I. THE WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE MOVE-

MENT. By Millicent Garrett

Fawcett.

II. THE WOMEN'S EDUCATIONAL

MOVEMENT. By Maria G.

Grey.

III. WOMEN IN MEDICINE. By Fran-
cesE. Hoggan, M.D.

IV. THE INDUSTRIAL MOVEMENT.

By Jessie Boucherett.

V. WOMEN AS PHILANTHROPISTS.

By Henrietta O. Barnett.

II. GERMANY.

I. A GENERAL REVIEW OF THE

WOMEN'S MOVEMENT IN GER-

MANY. By Anna Schepeler-

Lette and Jenny Hirsch.

II . THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

GERMAN WOMEN. By Marie

Calm.

III. HOLLAND. By Elise van Calcar.

IV. AUSTRIA. By Johanna Leiten-

berger.

V. NORWAY. By Camilla Collett.

VI . SWEDEN. By Rosalie Ulrica Olive-

VII. DENMARK. By Kirstine Fred-

crona .

eriksen.

VIII. FRANCE. By the Editor.

IX, ITALY.

I.AGENERAL REVIEW. By Au-

reliaCiminoFolliero de Luna.

II. TreliaCiminoLIOMOVEMENT.
ByDora D'Istria .

X. SPAIN. By Concepcion Arenal.

XI . PORTUGAL. By Rodrigues de

Freitas .

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL

RIGHTS MASS MEETING, held

at Lincoln Hall, Washington, D.C. Octo-

ber 22, 1883. Containing the speeches of

Hon. FREDERICK DOUGLASS and Col.

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Large size, oc-

tavo . Paper, price 15 cents.

PROSE - POEMS AND SELEC-

TIONS from the writings and sayings
of Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Embel-

lished with a steel-engraved portrait of

theauthor. Beautifully printed on ele-

gant white paper, and in every way a

splendid book for the centre table. Price
$2.50.

and the Significance of its

Rise and Decline.

By FELIX L. OSWALD, M.D.

Handsomelybound in cloth. Price $1.00.

"Thework covers a great amount of crit-
ical and historical ground independently of

the Buddhistic analogies; it is in fact a vig-

orous, uncompromising outline of Christian

history, with all the weakness and wicked-

ness mercilessly dragged into daylight....
The case against the Christian Church is a

marvellously strong one. The superstitions

and miseries of mediævalism, the woes,

tortures, burnings, rackings, and brutalities

accomplished in the name of Christianity,

are set in blackest array . The Nature-wor-

ship of the paganGreeks andRomans is set
in contrast. Nor is Dr. Oswald very gener-

ous in admission of improvement in con-

To him, it is a
temporary Christianity.
hurtful supernaturalism, impeding science,

diffusing pessimism, promoting hypocrisy,
and repressing the physical nature.

book is remarkably well written, brilliantly

concise in style, and, aside from its special

For sale at THE INDEX office, 44Boylston theories, of considerable scientific and his-

Street,Boston. toric value ."-Boston Evening Transcript.

THE PROBLEM OF POVERTY.

ALecture delivered before the Society

for Ethical Culture of Chicago. For

sale at THE INDEX office. Price 10 cts.

THE ABSENCE OF DESIGN IN

NATURE. By Prof. H. D. GARRISON.

A Lecture delivered before the Philo-

sophical Society of Chicago. Price 10

cts . For sale at THE INDEX office.

Sent bymail, postpaid, on receipt of price

by the INDEX ASSOCIATION, 44 Boylston
Street, Boston, Mass.

Owatonna, Mankato, Minn., Cedar Rapids,

Des Moines,Webster City,Algona, Clinton,
Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin,Rock-

ford, III. , are among its eight hundred local
stations on its lines.

Among afew of the numerous points of

superiority enjoyed by the patrons of this
road are its Day Coaches, which are the

finest that human art and ingenuity can

create ; its Palatial Sleeping Cars,

which are models of comfort and elegance;

its Palace Drawing Room Cars,

which are unsurpassed by any; and its

widely celebrated

NORTH-WESTERN DINING CARS,

the like of which are not run by any other

road anywhere. In short, it is asserted that

it is the best equipped road in the
world.

All points of interest North, North-west,

and West of Chicago, business centres,

summer resorts, and noted hunting and

fishing grounds, are accessible by the vari-

ous branches of this road.

It owns and controls over five thousand

miles of road, and has over four hundred

passengerconductors constantly caring for

its millions of patrons.
Ask your ticket agent for tickets via this

route, and take none other. All leading

ticket agents sell them. It costs nomore to

travelon this route thatgives first-class ac-

commodations than it does to go by the

poorly equipped roads.

For maps, descriptive circulars, and sum-

mer resort papers, or other information not

obtainable at your local ticket office, write
tothe

GEN'L PASS. AGENT, C. & N.-W. RY

CHICAGO, ILL.

INVESTORS

should confer with the

WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO.,

LAWRENCE, KANSAS,

FirstMortgage Real Estate Loans paid
in New York. Absolute Satisfaction

GUARANTEED. For reliability , consult Third

Nat. Bank. N. Y. City, or Nat. Bank, Lawrence, Kan.

Security large. Interest promptly paid.

Send for pamphletwith testimonials, saniple forns, etc.
F. M. Perkins, Pres. N.F Hart, L. H. Perkins, Sec.
J. T.Warne.V.Pres. Auditor. C. W.Gillett, Treas

Fine Cabinet Photographs R. MARSTON

Charles Darwin,

Prof. Huxley,

OF

Prof. Tyndall,

John Fiske,

THE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

tising public is respectfully solicited for R. W. Emerson,T

Herbert Spencer,

H. W. Longfellow,

Charles Sumner,

Wendell Phillips,

THE INDEX. Though the paper must not be

held responsible for any statements made
byadvertisers, the attempt will be honestly

made to keep the advertising pages in en-

tire harmony with its general character and

principles. To this end, all improper or

"blind" advertisements, all quack adver-

tisements, and all advertisements believed Geo. Jacob Holyoake,
to be fraudulent or unjust to any one, will

be excluded from these columns.

ADVERTISING RATES .

XII. BELGIUM. By Isala van Diest, For 1 to 12 Insertions,

M.D.

XIII . SWITZERLAND. By MarieGoegg.

XIV. RUSSIA. By Marie Zebrikoff.

XV. POLAND. By Elise Oresko .

XVI. BOHEMIA. ByElise Krásnohorska.

XVII. THE ORIENT.

Kehaya.

By Kalliope A.

" 13 " 25

"26 " 51

"52

"

"

10c. per line.

8c.
66

6c.
" 6"

5c.
"

Onhalf-column advertisements, a discount

of 10 per cent. will be made; on full-column

advertisements, a discount of 25 per cent.

On all advertisements for which cash is

paid in advance, a further discount of 25per

For sale at THE INDEX office and sentby cent. on the total, as above calculated, will,

bemade.
mail , prepaid, on receipt of price.

W. L. Garrison,

Theodore Parker,

Felix Adler,

M. J. Savage,

F. E. Abbot,

Frances Power Cobbe,

0. W. Holmes,

J. G. Whittier,

Geo. Wm. Curtis,

are for sale at this office at 50 cents each,

and will be sent by mail to any address on

Address

receipt of price.

THE INDEX,

44Boylston St., Boston,Mass.

(MARSTOND
400

980

H
A
R
S
T
O
N
S

DINING

MOOM'S

TH
E
BI
G

Co

DINING ROOMS

FOR

LADIES & GENTLEMEN

23 TO 29 BRATTLE ST

CLOCK

• BOSTON •

IN FRONT OF OUR DINING ROOMS.



THE INDEX

VOL. XVI., OLD SERIES. No. 765.

V.,NEW SERIES. NO. 8.
VOL.

Enteredas Second Class Mail-Matter.

LIGHT, LIBERTY, RIGHT.

BOSTON, MASS., THURSDAY, AUGUST 21, 1884.

PAGE

85

CONTENTS.

CURRENT TOPICS, B. F. U. ,

EDITORIALS AND SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS.

AnAnti-pessimistic View, Wm. J. Potter,
86

The Liberals in Religion afraid of us, Elizabeth Cady

Stanton,
86

AnExtinguished Light, Sara A. Underwood, 87

PhilosophicAssumptions, Franklin Smith, 88

Ethical Culture, R. F. Baxter,
89

EDITORIAL NOTES, B. F. U. ,

ESSAY.

DavidHume, or Scepticism, B. W. Ball,

CORRESPONDENCE.

Miss Sallle Holley andher Work in Virginia, Elizabeth

Oakes Smith,

The Inquisition Revived, M. E. Lazarus,

AnotherLetter from Oliver Johnson,.

ACorrection, Lilian Whiting,

MISCELLANEOUS .

APleafor Tolerance,

POETRY.

Faces, AnnaOlcott Commelin,

BOOK NOTICES .

Signing theDocument; Wonders and Curiosities of the

Rallway; Atlantic; Catholic Review; Unitarian

Review,.

CURRENT TOPICS.

BY B. F. U.

89

90

92

93

93

unite the Mormons more closely, make them more

determined, and give them the argument and

advantage which always come from martyrdom,

unless the persecution succeeds in completely

destroying the hated heresy, as, for instance, the

Inquisition crushed Protestantism in Spain.

THE Christian Register says that the discovery

was made at the Concord School of Philosophy

that Emerson was orthodox. "Some of the most

ardent disciples of Emerson there are orthodox

themselves, and that is the way the discovery was

made. It is possible that Emerson's Orthodoxy

was extracted from his famous address before the

Cambridge Divinity School in 1838. We expect

to learn eventually that John Calvin was a Uni-

tarian, Servetus a Calvinist, and Laud a Puritan.

93 Prof. Patton, however, continues to believe that

'the unstinted praise of Emerson, which even

Christians have not hesitated to indulge in, is an

insult to Christianity. "
94

89

94

Anexchange mentions the fact that sixty thou-

sand people attended a recent Sunday concert in

Central Park as an indication of a popular verdict

that"Sundaywasmade forman."

"FROZEN deviltry" is the latest name for ice-

cream smuggled into a religious camp-meeting in

New Jersey, in defiance of a resolution that it

"shall not be sold to the people for recreation pur-

poses." Its cooling effect is what seems to be

dreaded.

THE President of the Council of State in Brazil

has declared that a bill will soon be brought in by

theGovernment requiring that slaves be confined

to their provinces, imposing a national emancipa-

tion act, liberating slaves of sixty and upwards,

obliging free men to work, and preventing abuses

of valuations for emancipation.

THE following paragraph is taken from a Catho-

lic exchange : " Of the five thousand students in

Belgium,' says the Etudiant, 'supposing the Cath-

olic University to be entirely theistic, we can

count two thousand atheists. ' Then this college

journal proceeds to applaud the situation, and

points how these two thousandyoung menwillbe

scattered throughout the country to spread the poi-

son of atheism. Such is the infernal work now

going on inBelgium."

RECENTLY, while several Mormon elders were

assembled in the house of a Mormon in Lewis

County, Tenn., they were attacked by twenty-five

maskedmen, and four of the elders and one other

Mormon were killed; and still another, a woman

whose husband had been shot dead, was fatally

wounded. This is bad business. It will tend to

THE cholera scare in Paris has had the effect to

lessen drunkenness in that city. It is stated that

in June the daily average of persons arrested for

drunkenness was 170. The number fell to 104 on

July 1, and to 54 on July 12, the latter being the

lowest on record since the police regulations on the

subject of street drunkenness have been in force.

It is further stated that the smallness of the attend-

ance at the theatres has been unprecedentedduring
the last quarter of a century. Will the Independ-

ent, having quoted a statement that the flight of

people in large numbers from Toulon was because

of the progress of atheism and materialism, please

state whether the improvement in the habits of the

Parisians since the appearance of cholera is due to

the same cause ?

THE Irish wit which we find in some of our

Catholic exchanges is much better than their the-

ology. The following paragraph from the Cath-

olic Examiner, in reply to a well-meant expression

in the Investigator, must be enjoyed even by the

editor who wants to see Col. Ingersoll at the head of

a funeral procession as well as by the witty Colonel

himself : "A correspondent writes to the Boston In-

vestigator, the organ of the infidels : 'Our Colonel

Ingersoll is "some." May he live to see the funeral

of superstition.' To this, the Investigator replies:

'May we live long enough to "see the funeral of

superstition, " and may the Colonel head the pro-

cession.' Our infidel contemporary evidently in-
tends that its chief apostle shall occupy the hearse

at the 'funeral' in question. Well, it is its own

funeral ; and we will not object. But it is rather

hard on the Colonel."

We are not among those who have unqualified

admiration for the public life of Mr. Blaine, but

we do not hesitate to say that he should have the

undivided sympathy of all fair-minded men in

defending his private character and the honor of

his family against mean and malicious slander.

Hardly less atrocious are some of the stories which

have been put in circulation respecting Gov.

Cleveland, even though it be conceded as it now is
by his supporters that in some of his past per-

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

sonal relations he is justly open to censure. When

aman is nominated for a high public position,

his private as well as his public character becomes

of course a matter of general concern; and it can-

not and should not escape scrutiny. But the cir-

culation of vile slander against a candidate for

office is cowardly and mean; and all unsupported

accusations against such a candidate, especially

during the heat of a political campaign, should be

discredited and discouraged by all honorable men,

to whatever party they belong.

THE New York Times and other papers have

publishedmanycolumns professing to give detailed

accounts of the practice of cannibalism by the

Greely party. That some of the men, impelled by

the unconquerable pangs of hunger, did eat the flesh

of their comrades whohad succumbed to cold, hard-

ship, and want, may be true ; and, if so, the desper-

ate condition to which they were reduced, involving

mental derangement as well as physical torture, is

the justification of acts incomprehensible to a nor-

mal mind and odious to healthful thought. But

what has been published on this subject has not

come from any authoritative source, and may be

mainly the speculations of newspaper correspond-

ents and the guesses of persons not in a position to

know the facts. Lieut. Greely says that, if any of

the men ate human flesh, he was not aware of it.

The mutilation of some of the bodies may be ex-

plained by a statement made that cut flesh was used

for bait. But, whatever be the truth, what end is

subserved by the publication of such disgusting

horrors as appeared in some of the daily papers

last week, in advance of any official statement ?

"MAN," the organ of the National Liberal

League, is mistaken in saying that the postal law

against indecent literature has become, through the

influence of that organization, a dead letter. The

law is rigidly enforced and with good results. We

are informed by publishers and book-dealers that

the business of obscenity venders has been almost

entirely destroyed in this country. It cannot be

denied that this has been done in part by the

exclusion of vile prints and pictures from the

United States mails. But it must be admitted in

all fairness, we think, that the discussion, which

originated in the National Liberal League and

has been going on the past half-dozen years, has

contributed largely to enlighten the public in

regard to the practical issues involved. Judges

and juries now discriminate between works that

are actually obscene and those that are simply

coarse or contain merely incidental indecencies of

expression; and they interpret the law, in the trial

of persons charged with offences under it, intelli.

gently, fairly, and justly. Many of Comstock's

cases are, as they long ago should have been,

thrown out of the courts ; and the salutary effect

of the law now, when it is no longer made to serve

a purpose for which it was never originally in-

tended, is most conspicuous in preventing a traffic

to which all decent people are opposed, and with

which, ofcourse, the Liberal League never had any

sympathy, whatever be thought of its policy re-

specting laws designed for its suppression.



86
THE INDEX AUGUST 21 1884

AN ANTI-PESSIMISTIC VIEW.

George Fox, in describing certain experiences

connected with the awakening of his religious con-

sciousness, said, "I saw that there was an ocean

of darkness and death, but an infinite ocean of

light and love which flowed over the ocean of

darkness." The dark side of human life, in mod-

ern days, is turned so much to the public eye that

it is often not a little difficult to keep faith in the

superabounding light beheld by the founder of

Quakerism in his vision. The attention of people

is called so constantly to acts of violated trust and

of moral degradation and violence that it is be

coming quite easy as well as fashionable to accept

the pessimistic belief that mankind, if not origi-

nally created in a condition of total depravity, are

at least now rapidly on the way to such condition.

The telegraphic and local columns of the daily

newspapers teem with reports narrating with

sickening detail facts of individual dishonesty,

defalcation, burglary, brutality, fiendish outrage,

diabolical murder, and all the intermediate shades

of vice and criminality. Corruption in business,

corruption in politics and political administration,

corruption in social life, this is the disheartening

cry everywhere saluting our ears. And, as if nat-

ure were not to be outdone by man, she parallels

the telegraphic despatches of criminal horrors with

the chapters of her catastrophes by cyclone or flood

or fire or wreck; though not a few of her so-called

accidents, with all their attendant distresses , are to

be traced directly to human carelessness or igno-

rance or wanton ambition, and hence only add

force to the indictment which is brought against

human nature. Considering the picture of human

society that is thus flashed over the electric wires

from community to community,and that is printed

daily in the newspapers, and too often with coarse

touches added by sensational reporters, there need

be little wonder if manypersons should begin to

feel that the future of mankind is enveloped in

darkness rather than in light.

But a little reflection would serve to convince

that such a conclusion is based on insufficient evi-

dence, and that George Fox's vision of an ocean of

light overflowing the darkness may, after all, be

nearer the truth. For how is the telegraphic col-

umn which presents this picture of human society

between the lines and all around it another record

of virtue, security, and peace, which represents

much more truly the average lot of civilized man,

but which is likely to be lost sight of in presence

of the dark picture that holds the vision. The

peaceful homes upon which no shadow of disaster

or crime has fallen, the common honesty and fair

dealing and mutual confidence of ordinary citizens,

the daily little acts of kindness, good will, and char-

ity which are occurring in every community, the

united, affectionate, and happy households every-

where to be found,-these find no mention in the

news columns of the journals. Yet how many

communities and large sections of population

there must be where items of this character would

make up the description of any day, or, at least,

where no wickedness or calamity of a kind suffi-

ciently startling to be reported could be found.

The telegraphic picture is composed of the dark

occurrences collected from many and widely sepa-

rated communities ; and, thus massed together,

they are dark indeed ! But, if all the bright and

joyous occurrences in these same communities, and

in the many other communities where nothing has

happened which the electric wire has caught, could

be added to this view of human society which the

telegraph brings us with our morning paper at our

breakfast tables, we should have a veritable repeti-

tion of Fox's vision of an "ocean of light" over-

flowing and submerging the "ocean of darkness."

And, if the question be asked why it is that the

evils of human life get reported so much more

than their opposites, the answer will give us

another encouraging fact. The news-collectors

and news-publishers report only the startling occur-

rences, the extra-ordinary events, or those things

which from their rarity will receive attention or

gratify curiosity. These things are what the

readers call news ; while the things that are hap-

pening around him every day in his own and other

families, in his own and in all communities, there

is no occasion to give to a telegraph operator or to

a newspaper reporter. These are so common that

they are not salable goods. No newspaper takes

such facts for publication, because everybody knows

them already. It follows, therefore, that the hor-

rible events which take up so much space in the

newspapers of the day, and which are published

because they are extra-ordinary, so far from repre-

senting the things which make up the warp and

in some single thread or a disarrangement in some

one piece of social machinery, stopping tempo-

rarily, perhaps, a single loom in the vast opera-

tions of the human world. The newspapers

themselves furnish the proof that their daily reg-

ister of dark deeds is no true sample of the gen-

eral social and moral condition of mankind, but

rather that the ordinary tenor of society has a

character quite the opposite. The flagrant crime

is telegraphed throughout the country, while the

virtue of the twelve honest men who may be sum-

moned as the criminal's jurors will get no notice

in any journal. A collision occurs on a railroad

or on the sea, and the dreadful narrative is spread

out in our newspapers in the most harrowing de-

tail; but the thousands of trains and of vessels

that on the same day are carrying their countless

multitudes of human lives in perfect safety attract

made up ? It is the concentration into one focus | woof of human society, represent rather a break

of all the extraordinary and startling events which

the magnetic wires have collected from all coun-

tries and corners of the civilized world. Ahun-

dred or even fifty years ago, nothing of this kind

was possible. Crime and vice necessarily remained

more private. There were no means to carry such

news, no newsmongers to gather it. But, now,

what took place in San Francisco or London last

night we may read this morning in Boston.

These startling horrors, therefore, whether of

crime or catastrophe, which make the modern

picture of human existence so black, have not

happened in the juxtaposition in which they ap-

pear to our vision, but have been separated by

hundreds and thousands of miles. Perhaps they

are some half-dozen or dozen in number, and not

every day do we read so many as that of the

worst things. But these have been gathered from

thewhole ofour vast country, or perhaps even from

the whole domain of civilization. The list, black

and foul and long as it is, represents nearly all the

excessive disorder, moral and physical, that may

become known anywhere in a large part of the

world.

In order to get, therefore, a real description of

human society, readers of this daily black record

of man's wrong-doings and woes must read also

no attention.

Such facts prove that virtue and security are the

commonorder of things and are taken for granted.

Were there as many defaulters and burglars in the

community as honest men, were acts of outrage

and violence as common as are lawful and virtu-

ous acts, the dishonesties and crimes would cease

to have any special attraction to the newsmonger.

Should the newspapers in Boston to-morrow morn-

ing print the names of men in this city who had

not in the last day or two committed theft, but had

lived honestly with their neighbors, and contain

a despatch fromNew York stating that such and

such bankers, merchants, railroad-managers, had

not defaulted nor forged nor swindled nor run

away in the last twenty-four hours, and another

from San Francisco to tell how manypersons in

that city did not yesterday commit murder, such a

column of intelligence might at first sight seem

pleasanter reading than that which is now likely

to meet our eyes. But, to second thought, what

would such a newspaper column betoken? The

utter demoralization and disruption of society.

Were matters to reach such a pass that it were

possible for a newspaper to present intelligence of

this description among its attractions, the time

would also doubtless be speedily at hand when no

newspaper would be left nor any other institution

of civilized society. At present, the daily news-

gleaner selects the dark facts (though he might,

it must be admitted, select and use them much

more judiciously), because of the dramatic con-

trast which they afford by their rarity to the per-

vading and abounding light of the common intelli-

gence, virtue, and happiness.

Wм. Ј. РOTTER.

THE LIBERALS IN RELIGION AFRAID OF US.

The woman suffrage movement in Americahas

arrived at the point where it was supposed that

success would be assured. At one time, only the

most liberal men in politics and religion were

favorable: the press, the church, the bar, the

bench, the world of fashion, were all against us.

Now, our leading journals generally treat the

question with respect. Popular reviews and mag-

azines entertain it quite hospitablyin their pages.

Scientists write voluminously on the difference of

sex. Judges and lawyers have come to discuss our

political demand as one of constitutional law, and

the clergy are giving us new interpretations of

Scripture in harmony with the spirit of the age.

Andnow, just as all these classes are advancing in

one direction, lo ! our Liberals come to a dead

stand. They say they are in favor of woman

suffrage per se, but they are afraid of the practi

cal working of the principle. They say women

are naturally so conservative, so entirely under

the control of their priests and bishops, that, if the

right of suffrage were conceded, they would use

their political power to destroy the secular nature

of our government. This objection to woman's

enfranchisement is made alike in America, Eng-

land, and France.

Well, suppose by way of argument we admit

that women in general are narrow, bigoted, and

timid ; that their influence would be uniformly

against every step in progress ; that, if they had

political power, they would use it invariably to

reinforce the conservative party. The question

naturally arises, If this would be their direct in-

fluence, is not their indirect influence precisely the

same to-day ? Whether for good or for ill, the in-

fluence of woman is ever insidiously doing its

work, either drawingman upward to the sublimer

heights where he can behold all things in their

true relations, or holding him down in the valley

of humiliation, where the narrow horizon bounds

every outlook. The bigotryand superstition of the

mothers are sedulously infused into the minds of

the children, reappearing in every legislative as-

sembly and in every ecclesiastical council genera-

tion after generation, wasting the time and pa-

tience of our liberal thinkers in combatting the

old worn-out systems of political economy and
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theology in the menbelieving what their mothers

taught them.

How seldom you meet aman whose ideas on all

subjects are clear andconsistent, in harmony with

one another, and resting on somegrand principle,

so thathis opinion on onequestion gives you the

key to his opinions on all. His manly endeavors

in the world of thought are blocked at every turn

by the prejudices and superstitions of his mother,

wife, and sister. His honest inquiries when a

boy into the soul of things were never answered.

Instead of instructing him in those things he

could understand pertaining to this life, his mind

is bewildered with fears of the mysterious life be-

yond, of which his teacher knows nothing. In

later years, the social code of morals teaches him

to echo popular opinions and not combat the evils

ofhis dayand generation, if he would insure per-

sonal success and family aggrandizement. Policy,

expediency, manœuvring, stratagem, are the weap-

ons of oppressed classes in life's battle; and these

are the weapons our mothers are compelled to use

at the fireside and in such tactics they drill their

siresand sons.

Now, our Free Religionists might safely let the

women alone, if they could hedge them off by

themselves, limit their influence, and free the

minds of the sons of Adam from all feminine

prejudices. But this cannot bedone. You cannot

combat these insidious influences that cannot be

traced to their real source. If women had a

voice in the State and Church, they wouldbedi-

rectly responsible for their own actions and opin-

ions, and the men of their households would have

an opportunity to see from an objective point of

view how well or otherwise they could maintain

their position in fair argument. But, so long as

we allow women to skulk behind irresponsible

power, they will dispense with logic and reason.

Ihave often talked with husbands who were

liberal in their religious ideas, who would stop the

conversation the moment they heard their wives

coming, by saying: "I do not discuss these ques-

tions before Mary. She is happy in her religion,

and I do not know but a religion of authority and

fear is good for women and children, it makes

themmore patient of control; and the same might

be said of the laboring masses. We should never

havebeen able to hold them in subjection as long

as we have, had they not been taught the divine

authority of the upper classes."

I think much of this fear I hear expressed

among Liberals as to the danger of destroying the

secular nature of our government by extending

the suffrage to womenhas its root in man's love

of authority. Could we appreciate what an insur-

mountable obstacle to a high civilization the theo-

logical faith of the women of a nation may be, we

should see that sound ideas for them on this sub-

ject is the first consideration. I remember some

years ago reading an able pamphlet by Gladstone

on Catholicism. In deploring the spread of that

faith, he said, "As might be expected, its most

readyvictims are women, they being influenced by

their emotions rather than their reason." A

writer in the London Times, speaking of Egyptian

civilization, said, "The greatest obstacle in theway

of progress there is the condition of the women ;

and their improvement is hopeless, because they

are taught by their religion that their condition is

inharmony with the will of heaven." And this

idea is responsible everywhere for the apathy and

indifference of women under the most adverse

circumstances. If we could substitute logic for
emotion, reason for blind faith in the traditions

of men, women might propose a significant ques-

tion to themselves, seeing that their condition

differs essentially in every country, which one is

according to the divine will,-as toilers in the

rice swamps and cotton plantations of the South-

ern States of America or as teachers andprofessors

in the schools and colleges of the North, as beasts

of burden in Germany and France and petted

slaves in Turkish harems (wearing masks and

veils), or in Girton College contending for Greek

and mathematical prizes, or in Windsor Palace

Queen of an Empire, head of the army and navy

of the mightiest nation on the globe.

Seeing these vast differences, we cannot logically

ascribe any one of them to a direct fiat from

heaven, but to human laws and customs which we

ourselves have the absolute right to modify, im-

prove, and change altogether. It is only through

the utter perversion of the religious element in

her nature that woman is made the patient, hope-

less slave she is. The loss to herself of the high-

est development of which she is capable is sad ;

but when this loss involves a lower type of man-

hood, a lower tone of civilization, it is lamentable

indeed. The primal work to-day in every country

to secure the progress of the race is the freedom

and education of its women. Seeing that her

indirect influence is generally acknowledged to be

all-powerful for good or for evil, there is only one

road to safety; and that is to accord to woman all

the advantages and opportunities for higher de-

velopment, and thus enlarge her sympathies, clear

her vision, and strengthen her judgment, that the

race may be lifted up a few degrees. Galton, in

his work on Heredity, says, "With the tangled

problems of our present intense civilization, the

brain of man is overweighted; and, as in the

nature of things more complex questions will

come up in the near future, something must be

done to lift our statesmen a few degrees higher,

that they may meet successfully what lies before

them." And where shall we look for this new

powerbut in a higher type of womanhood ?

ELIZABETH CADY STANTON.

AN EXTINGUISHED LIGHT.

Conceding that this universe is by some great

Designer based upon a wide-reaching plan,whose

ultimate purpose is good and wise, with our senses

ever on the alert to discover, if possible, the evi-

dences of such purpose in our own little world,-we

are often balked in the search by countless seem-

ing contradictions of our theory of goodness and

wisdom; and among the most puzzling of the con-

tradictions are those presented by the phenomenon

of death. The weak, the wicked, the suffering, the

incompetent, the selfish, and the cruel often live

out the full term of days allotted to humanity;

while the strong, the pure, the healthfully active,

the wise, the philanthropic, and the disinterested

man and woman are snatched away in the full

vigor of their powers,-at the very moment, per-

haps, when their best work is about to be accom-

plished or their best services imperatively required

for the good of their fellows. This fact has been

bewailed sinceman began to observe and to think.

Says the poet Young of death,-

"His joy supreme

Tobid the wretch survive the fortunate,

Thefeeble wrap the athletic in his shroud,

Andweeping fathers build their children's tombs."

Ihave been led to these reflections just now by

the sight of a package of letters, written in a clear,

bold chirography, penned withinthe last two years

by ahand that has done its last earthly work, and

inspired byavigorous brain whose brilliant ema-
nations for us ended,-the hand and brainof Emily

J. Leonard, whose recent death has been already

commented upon in the columns of The Index.
Noting the range of subjects touched upon in

these friendly letters, writtenwithout any attempt

at carefulwriting, and onlydesigned for the eyes

of her correspondents (myhusband and self), and

noting also her thorough acquaintance with those

subjects and the authorities in regard to them, I

am impelled to add my mite of evidence in regard

to the public loss sustained in the death of this

brave, bright, earnest, active, unselfish, and re-

markably modest thinker and worker. With her

manifold gifts as linguist, botanist, political econo-

mist, and speaker, her untiring literary work as

translator and teacher, her earnest activity through

numerous channels in behalf of her sex, her gener-

ous contributions toward every cause with which

she was in sympathy, there was neither in her

private conversation nor correspondence the

slightest trace of that "mountainous Me" which so

often mars philanthropic and reformatory work.

But, modest as she was in speech and manner, this

modesty did notdetract from her firmness of con-

viction or clearness of emphatic statement of opin-

ion upon any subject on which she professed to

hold opinions at all.

In these few letters, out of a correspondence of

several years, now lying before me, I am struck, as

Iglance through them, with the ring of thorough

acquaintance with the subjects touched upon

(necessarily in a cursory manner) by her versatile

pen. These include finance, vaccination, woman

suffrage and kindred matters, Sunday laws, intui-

tion, heredity, Spencer's philosophy, and Sweden-

borgianism. There is a page or more devoted to

the question of barbed wire fences in their rela-

tion to cruelty to animals. I find also criticisms

of Hamerton's Intellectual Life, Taylor's Diegesis,

Mary Wollstonecraft's Rights of Women, and other

works. In support of her positions on all these

questions, she quotes pertinentlyfrommanywriters ,

such as Herbert Spencer, George Eliot, John Fiske,

Maudsley, Francis Walker, Blanqui, Ricardo, Hux-

ley, Bastian, and others, showing an encyclopedic

acquaintance with literature. As an instance of

hereconomic use of time and wonderful memory,

Imay refer to one of these letters, filling six pages

of large note-paper, and treating of the relative

brain-power of women compared with that of men,

which was written while waiting for a train in

the Boston and Albany depot, without books or

references of any sort, and yet giving mathemati-

cal demonstrations of weight and measure, quot-

ing frommemory the published opinion of others.

Whatever subject was introduced, she had always

stimulating suggestions and criticisms to offer,-
and they were offered always in a kindly spirit.

There must be many besides the writer of this

who owe to this noble woman an indebtedness of

gratitude for her kind words of appreciation and
encouragement in their work. That recognition

of others was not among the least of her many

virtues.

The limits of this article forbid much quotation

from her letters, but I venture to transcribe several

short characteristic paragraphs. In instance of

her industry, I quote : "If I can get time to-day,

after translating a cyclopædia article on Fourier I

have on hand, I will see what I can do about Miss

H.'s article." "I have not had time to tell you.

... Every moment is so full of work." "If I were

not so crowded with work, I should be tempted to

say something more on the subject." Of her con-

scientious study: "I read such books slowly, a

little at a time, and stop all the way to verify

everything I can, particularly when statements are
so startling as those of T." Her interest in

women is shown when, writing of the action of

one Christian woman, she says : "The bold stand

she has taken for freedom in the Church (the most

difficult of all kinds of freedom to obtain) makes
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her entitled to be ranked with the heroines of free

thought. I admire her." "I am moved to write

you thus, because I know that you feel, as keenly

as I do, anything that tends to retard woman's

advancement to her rightful position."

Miss Leonard was a Liberal in the truest sense

of that much-abused word. While appreciating

the worth and sympathizing with the position

of many inside the churches, she was yet a con-

fessed agnostic, with a desire for a life beyond

this, which she thought unprovable, but not im-

possible. She was an admirer of the philosophy

of Herbert Spencer, whose works she had studied

carefully and understandingly. Knowing this, I

was interested, on hearing of her unexpected

death, toknow whether, in the face of dissolution,

she had made any statement or expressed any

opinion as to the future. Iwas enabled to learn

from a conversation held recently with Mrs. Isa-

bella Beecher Hooker, who spoke at her funeral,

and from other sources, something of the facts.

She was taken suddenly ill with heart disease

some four weeks previous to her death, and, so far

as is known, only spoke of her possible death

twice. Once she remarked rather abruptly to the

sister who was caring for her, "What, in your

opinion, is the life beyond this,-an entire cessa-

tion of our life as we now know it and beginning

anew, or will it be a mere continuance of this life

under different conditions ?" Her sister assured

her that she felt it must be a continuance of this

life with all its individualities and knowledge.

"Ithink that must be so," she assented, musingly.

Another time, she was asked if she had any wishes

in regard to the disposition of her belongings, to

which, after a moment's reflection, she replied that

her friends could do what seemed best to them in

the matter, from which it would appear that she

met death as philosophically as she had encoun-

tered life. Once, when in comparative health, she

had been discussing with a friend in Meriden the

common fashion of funerals, she made the remark

that, when she died, there were two things she

would like to have remembered : that she wanted

no regular funeral service in the shape of a ser-

mon, though, if any clergyman who was a personal

friend wished to speak as a friend in an unclerical

capacity, she would not object; and, "above all

things else, she would like at least one woman's

voice to be heard on the occasion." Mrs. Hooper,

who went to the funeral without intending to take

any active part therein, was asked to fulfil this

part of Miss Leonard's desire, and did so gladly,

feelingly, and appropriately; and, singularly

enough, the other hope was fulfilled, when the

Rev. Mr. Chapin, of Meriden, her friend and the

President of the Scientific Association, of which

she had been a member from its commencement,

conducted the funeral services.
Ihave thought so much in regard to one who

wasanearnest and active friend of The Index and

of the Free Religious Association from their be-

ginnings might be of interest to the readers of this

paper. The last evening she spent in Boston was

at the festival of the Free Religious Association,

and the news of her death was peculiarly sadden-

ing to those of us who were privileged to spend

that evening inconversation with her. I particu-

larly recall her tenderly expressed regret that

evening on hearing of another woman worker of

about her own age, whose earnest life-work was at

an end, that such a busy, needful life should so

soon close. The very last call Miss Leonard made

before leaving this city was at the office of The

Index, a paper in whose work she was deeply

interested, and to whose principles and objects she

gavemuch valuable missionary labor.

SARA A. UNDERWOOD.

PHILOSOPHIC ASSUMPTIONS .

The Index of June 24 contains two philosophical

essays written from the metaphysical stand-point,

which, coming from men of culture and schooled

inmetaphysical thinking,deserve more thancasual

attention. But each of these exponents of philo-

sophic thought makes some statements in support

of their respective theories, which, it seems to the

writer, in the interests of philosophic inquiry,

should not pass unchallenged.

The essays alluded to are "Superstition or

Epicureanism : Are these the only Alternatives ?" by

Thomas Davidson, and the "Permanence and Sim-

plicity of the Ego," by William I. Gill. These

essays take diametrically opposite views of the

ultimate origin of things, although both denying

that this origin is "unknowable."

Accordingto Mr. Davidson, the great stumbling-

block in the way of arriving at a knowledge of the

ultimate principles of things is the universally

accepted doctrine of monism, or that all things

and beings sprang from one unitary principle or

cause. Although he admits that this doctrine per-

vaded almost the whole of both ancient and

modern philosophic thought, yet he says, "In spite

of this all but perfect unanimity among contem-

porary thinkers, the doctrine in question is abso-

lutely without ground, either in thought ornature."

It is held by both theists and atheists, spiritualists

and materialists, metaphysical philosophers and

scientists. It would seem that a doctrine so uni-

versally accepted by all classes and diversities of

thinkers must have some foundation in truth,

although this fact is no positive proof, when we

consider that the whole human race believed that

the earth was the centre of the universe, and that

the sun and stars revolved around it every twenty-

four hours, until the discoveries of modern astron-

omy demonstrated it to be erroneous ; and, doubt-

less, many other notions universally accepted, in

physical science and in theology and moral science,

will befound equally erroneous.

But all the facts and operations of nature tend to

prove that the world is the product or expression of

a single principle, or substans. The most obvious

phenomena of our world,-the infinite diversity

causedby one and the same element (water) in

the changes of weather and temperature, in its

manifold influences upon everything on our globe

through its changes of condition between the

three states of solid, liquid, and fluid or gaseous,

-perpetually expanding from liquid to aerial,

and contracting again in clouds, fog, rain, and dew,

in a vibratory movement whose laws are doubtless

as mathematically rigid in their operation as

those governing the vibrations of light and sound,

--the part which these interchanging conditions of

water play in all the phenomena of the weather

bears a striking analogy to all the great processes

ofnature. The structures of vegetable formation

are built up by the condensations of substance

from extremely rarefied conditions, and physiologi-

cal investigations have shown that the whole ani-

mal kingdom is constructed from matter subli-

mated entirely beyond the reach of our senses.

The formation of all organisms in the vegetable

and animal kingdoms, and all the phenomena of life

in both, appear to consist of nothing else but the

perpetual vibration of the same materials between

imponderable and solid conditions ; back and forth

in a continual circuit, together with the wonderful

variety of substances which the changes in condi-

tion of a very few chemical elements produce, and

the homogeneousness of all the varieties of electri-

cal phenomena in the part which they play in the

complex operations of both inorganic and organic

life, all point unmistakably toward the existence of

acommon, homogeneous substance,whose changes

of condition and vibratory operations constitute all

the diversified phenomena of the universe.

To say that "there can be no evolution without

action and reaction-in other words, without du-

ality"-is no argument against monism; for it is

as easy and even easier to conceive of one sub-

stance acting and reacting upon and within itself,

than to conceive of two entirely different sub-

stances performing the same operation. It is

doubtless true that "nothing evolves without an

environment," but it does not follow that a single

substans could have no environment. A change

in condition in the same identity might easily be

conceived to constitute an environment. Indeed,

it is impossible to conceive howwe can ever cog-

nize any environment without some interaction

between two conditions.

The essay under consideration claims that the

doctrine of monism is answerable for what Mr.

Davidson terms "irrational phenomenalism," "that

wide-spread prejudice, maintained by several

schools of thought, that our knowledge never

can extend beyond phenomena to grasp sub-

stance," which he declares to be "both logically

and psychologically false." The theory with

which he displaces monism is "that the phe-

nomenal universe is the result of the interaction

of an infinite multitude of essentially independent,

dynamically interdependent entities." But, unless

this "multitude of essentially independent entities"

derive all their attributes and qualities from their

"interaction" with other entities, they would each

have to act within and upon itself, the same as a

monistic substance. If they do derive their prop-

erties and qualities from interaction with other

entities,theywould be just as unknowable in their

condition of essential independence as in the monis-

tic view which he so strenuously combats.

Mr. Gill, in his essay, assumes that all things

sprang from an utterly simple, homogeneous en-

tity or substance, and this substance without parts

or organs is the Ego, meaning, of course, by that

term, a self-conscious individual. But this last

assumption is in direct contradiction with the

whole of our knowledge in relation to the under-

lying conditions of conscious intelligence. All

evidence goes to show that all individual intelli-

gence is the result of great organic complexity,

and that the amount of intelligence possessed by

any being is in exact ratio with its organic com-

plexity; and any assumption of a conscious-

ness apart from a high condition of complexity is

in direct violation of all we know of mental

processes and of psychological inquiry in relation to

them. In this respect, all unprejudiced introspec-

tive and metaphysical thinking coincides perfectly

with all objective investigation. It is impossible to

conceive an utterly simple homogeneous entity pos-

sessing any properties, much more socomplex an

affair as any consciousness of ours .

This factdoes not at all invalidate a future state

of conscious existence for human beings, as mat-

ter in a condition so fine as to escape our physical

senses may easily be conceived to be adapted to

still greater complexity of arrangement and organi-

zation than any with which our senses acquaint us.

It has been pertinently remarked that it would be

difficult to conceive of any arrangement of grind-

stones that should evolve mind.

It was the great merit of the German meta-

physicians, Fichte and Hegel, to discover that pure,

simple, homogeneous being could possess no quali-

ties or attributes, and would be the same as pure

nothing, and that all Reality consisted in opposi-

tion, otherness, and difference : albeit, they both

contradicted this greatest of insights into the

nature of consciousness, in their assumption that

1
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pure being could consciously determine itself into

difference and opposition, the very condition on

which all consciousness priorly depends. By their

efforts to make their great metaphysical discovery

into systems that should squarewith the prevailing

unscientific theological notions of the nature of

mind, they infused the greatest jumble into most

metaphysical thought, inquiry,and discussion since

theirtime, and led their followers into a fruitless
and barren chase through the dismal swamps and

tangledmazes of theological metaphysics.

FRANKLIN SMITH.

ETHICAL CULTURE.

"Emotion gives, Justice sells."

Mr. Cable, in his admirable novel Dr. Sevier, has

given us no truth ofmore importance than this.

It is an axiom which should be studied in refer-

ence to our religious and benevolent institutions.

No emotional religion,which puts off the day of

judgment to another world, will satisfy the wants

of society or avert the dangers which threaten

our national and social life. Ethical culture in

the family and the schools can alone effect this.

With warm appreciation I listened to the presen-

tation of the objects and claims of the schools for

ethical culture, as given by their eloquent young

advocates at the annual meeting of the Free Re-

ligious Association.

Our clergymen are now tacitly admitting by

their practical sermons that the teacher of the

future must confine himself principally to the

affairs of this world, if he would preach to well-

filled instead of empty pews. Mr. Washington

Gladden, in his thoughtful and timely paper in

the current number of the Century, "The Three

Dangers," says, speaking of gambling in margıns :

"Thegambler in margins is a plunderer. Hemay

be a pillar in the church, he may hobnob with

college presidents, he may sit on commencement

platforms and be pointed out toyoung men with

notes of admiration as one of our merchant

princes; but he is a plunderer." Again, he says ,

"It may be doubted if this class of our teachers

[alluding to ministers] have borne witness as

they ought to have done against this iniquity."

"Clearly," he says, "there is need of a great deal

ofelementary teaching on this subject, in order

that a public sentimentmaybe created which will

deal with this evil in an effective way."

Where then shall we look for this teaching but

to the schools of ethical culture? All hail, then

to the earnest men of high thoughts, like Messrs .

Adler, Salter, Sheldon, and Weston, who have left

the theology which has signally failed in its efforts

to purify society, and have joined the young and

valiant army of brave men and women who ask

not if one believes in God, immortality, or the

sacredness and infallibility of the Bible, but if his

character is irreproachable and the progress and

elevation of the men, women, and children around

him the objects for which he would labor !

More and more we are brought to see that a

religion of emotion, sentimentalism, and supernat-

uralism, has proved to be of little effect in stem-

ming the tide of immorality and dishonesty every-

where confronting us. In view of the inefficiency

of these so-called spiritual and religious doctrines

to produce any effectual reforms, we feel like ex-

claiming with Thoreau, "One world at a time. "

Wemust begin with the children, not, as in the

past, with the fear of an angry God, but with the

fear of wronging their own natures; that love of

self is only wrong when it results in wrong to

others. Mr. Gladden says, "When self-love and

benevolence are perfectly balanced inhuman con-

duct, we shall have on earth the beginning of the

one thousand years of peace." There is benevo-

lence enough in the world; but to put its efforts

in the right direction, helping the unfortunate to

help themselves, "selling rather than giving," in-

dividuals as well as organizations need wise and

intelligent discrimination.

To judge of the inadequacy of the lessons

taughtby the popularchurches and their Sabbath-

schools, we have only to look at the increasing

numbers of gamblers anddefaulters who have had

this training, thus retaining their so-called respect-

able positions in society till some crisis and conse-

quentdisclosure of their selfish deeds reveal their

true characters. When the time comes when the

fitness of a man to fill a responsible situation is

determined, not by his church standing, his relig-

ious professions, but by his known integrity of

character irrespective of his belief in any book or

creed, then, and not till then, will the work of the

Free Religious Association be finished.

The schools of ethical culture, beginning with

the kindergarten and combining industrial with

moral and intellectual training, are the great neces-

sities of the present time. They should be estab-

lished in all our cities, towns, and villages, thus

sending forth annually an army of men andwomen

who will fight bravely the battle of truth against

falsehood, their watchword, "Truth though the

heavens fall."

R. F. BAXTER.

EDITORIAL NOTES .

BY B. F. U.

SAYs an exchange: "Mud thrown freshly may

stick; butmud thrown asecond time never does."

DAVID HUME, the distinguished philosopher

and historian, who is the subject of Mr. Ball's

essay in The Index this week, was born April 26

(O. S.), 1711, and died Aug. 25, 1776.

LONDON is still too good to allow restaurants to

be open on Sunday, so that the stranger within

her gates whose lodging mistress does not feed

him, and who has no club privileges, must fast.

But the popular goodness has not yet extended to

shutting up the liquor shops except during the

hours of morning service.-Boston Transcript.

WE regret two or three typographical errors in

Mr. Mead's communication, printed in The Index

last week. Every reader probably corrected them

for himself, but we call attention to one particu-

larly. The sentence in the quotation from Emer-

son in the second paragraph should read, "The

commanding fact which I never do not see is the

sufficiency of the moral sentiment."

A FRIEND writes: "I suppose it is not wasted

energy to spend as much time discussing the infi-

delity or Orthodoxy of Garrison, Emerson, and

Phillips as you New England people (or some of

you, rather) are doing, since many are greatly

influenced by the views, the mere 'opinions' of such

men. But I was positively astonished at Mr.

Johnson's assertion; and there are few things that

can astonish me in a country like this, which

seems to be in a condition to abandon or adopt

anything without the least reason. Iwriteonly to

say that I hope some one will run over the files of

the Liberator,-files of the later years, where

Garrison unquestionably, and in his usual perfectly

distinct manner, boldly repudiated the Bible as

authority. I am sure of this, but cannot give the

date. There ought to be Bostonians who know

the fact."

WE learn from Monroe's Iron-clad Age that

some of the Western Campbellite preachers are

trying to impair the force of Ingersoll's influence

by circulating a slanderous pamphlet by Rev. Clark

Braden, entitled "Ingersoll Unmasked." Pretty

small business this ! Assaults made upon him

in this way Ingersoll can easily afford to treat

with silent contempt. Whatever thismanBraden

says or writes about a free thinker, or even about

his own brethren when they differ from him, or

when he thinks it to his personal advantage to

injure them, is not entitled to the least credit.

He takes to abuse and blackguardism as naturally

as a duck takes to water. He seems to be devoid

of a sense of honor. Some years ago, he met

a free thinker in a public debate in a Western

city. His brethren were so disappointed with

the result that they immediately commenced mak-

ing arrangements for another debate, in which

their side should be represented by Rev. John

Sweeny, a debater of some reputation among the

Campbellites. Braden revealed his baseness in a

letter which he wrote and addressed to the free

thinker, informing him as to the weak points of

Mr. Sweeny as a debater, and telling him the best

course to pursue in order to "defeat him." For

years, Braden has tried hard to get Ingersoll to en-

gage in controversy with him, or to notice him in

some way that would bring him into prominence ;

but he has been persistently ignored. And, instead

of coming to Boston to "demolish infidelity" and

give the clergy of this city lessons in logic and

Christian evidences, as he intended, he has been

down to Texas repeating his platitudes, depending

mainly upon personal assaults upon Ingersoll and

boastful claims as to the number of victories hehas

had in debate, to attract the attention of the na-

tives. We know of several Western preachers

starting for Boston, but,not receiving the encour-

agement expected, abandoning the route marked

out before bidding goodby to their friends in

"Sugar-tree Hollow" and other localities, and bring-

ingup in Texas. Acommon expression once was,

"Hell or Texas." With the great Western cham-

pions of theology and demolishers of "infidelity,"

who, like Braden, complain of inappreciation in

Western communities, the cry now seems to be,

"Boston or Texas" ; and, somehow, it turns out to

be Texas every time. The amount of theological

talent and learning in the Lone Star State must

be enormous. This may account for the unsur-

passed acquaintance of the Texas herders with

the expressive and euphonious language of the-

ology.

FACES .

For The Index.

In the eye that lights to meet us and the face that smiles

togreetus

Are the shadow of the future and the impress of the past;

And the cheek that, in its dawning, flushed as rosy as the

morning,

Shows the outline of its beauty as it fades away at last.

And the little children's faces ,-'mid their dimples are the

traces

Of the maiden's glowing beauty and of manhood's brow

of care;

And the horoscope of gladness and the shadow of the

sadness,

To the thoughtful eye that gazeth, are they lurking ever

there.

But the faces that are nearest and the faces that are

dearest

Are the true, the tender faces that our trust and loving

win:

Then, when comes to them the shading, when the roses

shall be fading,

Like the vase, with light illumined, shall we see the soul

within.

ANNA OLOOTT COMMELIN.
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DAVID HUME, OR SCEPTICISM.

(1711-1776.)

BY B. W. BALL.

Hume was truly a philosopher, as well by tem-

perament as by irrepressible mental tendency. He

had the metaphysical, if not the perfervid, genius

of his race in larger measure than was ever

exhibited by any other personality of that race.

He was of a constitutionally kindly and cheerful

disposition. The only disappointment which he

seemed to take seriously to heart was his failure

to achieve fame at once in the beginning of his

literary career. Under the gloomy impression

that his intellectual power was not equal to his

ambition and purposes, an impressionwhich has

so often darkened the hopes of genius at the

outset, and that he was destined to ill success as

an author, he determined to abandon the authorial

career on which he had entered, and, changing his

name, to hide himself and his chagrin in exile.

But his failure at the start was more imaginary

than real. He was too impatient. Renown came

to him, the renown which he craved with all his

heart and soul, as large a measure of it as ever

fell to the lot of historian or reflective thinker.

Nobody but his own mother-and she was no fit

judge in the case-and his own morbid misgivings

ever hinted a doubt of his great mental qualities

and genius for reflective thought, in which he so

earlygave unmistakable evidence of his unequalled

acuteness and originality. For, in the History of

Philosophy, as Tennemann says,"the philosophical

scepticism of Hume stands forth with a power,

depth, and logical consistency such as had never

before appeared," although the same authority

says that "modern science, transcendentalism, and

the philosophy of intuition demolish at once the

unnatural fabric of Hume's scepticism." Thus

was Hume the greatest of all Pyrrhonists,-even

greater than Pyrrho himself. Like Shakspere, he

acquired a fortune, or what he deemed such, al-

thoughhe was a born student and averse to follow-

ing any of the ordinary gainful pursuits. As Shak-

spere became rich through his dramatic works, so

Hume finally reaped a golden harvest from the

ultimate success of his philosophical works and

history. He also was the subject of several lucra-

tive official appointments, the successful discharge

of the duties of which showed that he was not

without practical ability and a knowledge of

human nature in its living aspects and manifesta-

tions. Doubtless,he was not without the prover-

bial Scotch thrift, devotee though he was of a

contemplative life .

The only unphilosophic mood which he exhib-

ited was his hatred of Englishmen, whom he

regarded as a pernicious people. He would have

been delighted to have lived to witness the suc-

cessful revolt of the North American colonies

against the mother country, and he would like to

have seen India also disencumber herself of Eng-

lish rule. He said that the Englishman was too

rude a beast to enjoy the perfect liberty which he

did. The popularity of the famous demagogue

Wilkes was then at its height. Doubtless, John

Bull was in his worst and most unamiable mood

in the days of Hume. The hideous pictorial

delineations by Hogarth of the English life of

thatday and the grossly sensual novels ofFielding

and Smollett alike witness to a degree of brutality,

insensate cruelty, sensuality, and arrogance, and

the domineering spirit such as the England of

to-day fortunately shows not. But Hume, as for

a long time the historian of England par excel-

lence, should have kept his hostility to the people

and country with whose annals he had forever

intertwined his own name to himself.

Hume's life was included between the dates

1711-1776. Thus, he belonged wholly to the old

régime and the eighteenth century, as did his

co-workers and contemporaries Voltaire and Rous-

seau and his fellow-historian Gibbon,

"Who sapped a solemn creed with solemn sneer."

His style has all the formalism and colorlessness of

his period, although it is perfectly clear and lucid.

Of course, he was intellectually the superior of

Macaulay and Lecky and Green, current historians

of England; but one, after an indulgence in their

rich pages and picturesque narrative, finds Hume's

and even the more ornate Gibbon's style insipid

and scarcely readable. Hume was himself a con-

servative in politics, notwithstanding his deter-

mined freedom of thought and investigation ; but

his scepticism led as directly to the overthrow of

the old-fashioned Church and State as did the

sentimental nature-worship and the sentimental

politics and social theories of Rousseau and the

indignant and blasting wit, sarcasm, and irony of

Voltaire. Hume's life was uneventful, as an in-

tellectual life is apt to be, although he held high

positions occasionally. In 1763, he found himself

secretary of the British embassy in Paris, and, if

not exactly the glass of fashion and the mould of

form, at least the observed of all observers and the

flattered of fair women and brave men, such as

shone in the galaxy of the unequalled society of

the old régime in the France of that day. Hume's

essays on moral, social, political, and theological

topics had been translated, and attained to a re-

markable currency in that country, which was fast

approaching the Niagara of an unparalleled revo-

lution.

Hume was personally almost as awkward and

grotesque as his contemporary, Dr. Samuel John-

son. Hence, he musthave been alaughable figure

in a papilionaceous environment of gay patrician

dames anddamsels and fastidious cavaliers, whose

idolatry of the obese and clumsy Scotchman must

havebeen largely qualified with furtive smiles and

fun. Still, intellectually,he deserved all the hom-

age which he received. Nobody could deny that.

Rousseau says that Socrates died like a philoso-

pher, and so did his contemporary and at one

time personal friend, Hume. But,unlike Socrates,

Hume cherished no pleasant illusion of a happy

hereafter or of happy hunting-grounds awaiting

him at the conclusion of his mortal career. But

still he went unterrified into what he believed

would be a gulf of night. The anticipation of a

speedy dissolution,when he was at the height of

his renown and good fortune, and surrounded by

all things that make life enjoyable,did not depress

him in the least, or quench his good humor and

literary zeal. His death was by the consent of all

his intimate acquaintances an euthanasia, and not

even theological bigotry ever dared so much as to

hint to the contrary. Thus died a great thinker,

calmly and unreluctantly, without any expectation

whatever of a continuance of his personality in

some other state of existence. On the contrary, in

oneofhismost remarkable essays, namely, that on

"Immortality," he had elaborately demonstrated

the idleness of such an expectation. Nay, more

than that, he avows his inability to find in himself

the immaterial entity or conscious subject which is

the germ in us of immortality. He says : "For

my part, when I enter most intimately into what

I call myself, I always stumble on some particu-

lar conception or other of heat or cold, light or

shade, love or hatred, pain or pleasure. I never

can catch myself at any time without a perception, "

or naked, as it were, that is, he could never find

within anything else than some particular mental

mood or state of consciousness. "When my per-

ceptions are removed for any time, as by sound

sleep, so long am I insensible of myself, and may

be truly said not to exist. And were all my per-

ceptions (or thoughts, feelings, and volitions) re-

moved by death, and I could neither think nor

feel nor see nor love nor hate, after the dissolution

of mybody, I should be entirely annihilated: nor

do I conceive what is farther requisite to make me

aperfect nonentity."

It is said that our knowledge is relative and not

absolute ; that is, we know appearances or phenom-

ena, but not substance or the bottom fact. But

Hume denies that there is any substance, soul, or

conscious subject, which is the ground of the men-

tal phenomena which make up our conscious exist-

ence. Our thoughts, volitions, and feelings, which

are constantly changing, and in perpetual flow, are

all there is of us mentally or spiritually. When

we look within, we can find nothing but some

changing mental mood or state of consciousness,

but nothing permanent or substantial. These

varying inner moods, it is true, are strung to-

gether on a thread of memory, so as to have a

certain continuity; but, so far as we know or can

know, they have no adherence in a soul or person-

ality. The personal pronoun "I" is simply the sum

of these mental phenomena. But it is said that

it is a mental necessity that there should be a sub-

stantial entity or personality below the hurrying

tide of mental phenomena to upbear them. But

Hume treats this mental necessity as an imagina-

tion merely. He denies that there is any sub-

stance or soul in the case of the phenomena of

consciousness, as Berkeley had denied that there is

any substance in which natural phenomena inhere .

As matter is the sum of material phenomena, so

soul is the sum of mental phenomena. The word

"substance" is a metaphysical term for we know

notwhat, or for things-in-themselves or noumena,

which, if they exist, exist outside of our compre-

hension. Thus, Hume only treated the spiritual

phase of life, just as his pious and orthodox fellow-

metaphysician, Berkeley, had treated the material
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side of it. What was sauce for goose was sauce

forgander.

Cousin, in his now forgotten Elements ofPsy-

chology, sums up the nihilism of Hume as follows :

"Matter is really nothing else than the succession

of external phenomena attested by the senses.

Spirit, ormind, is nothing else than the succession

of internal phenomena attested by consciousness.

Themind is the bondwhich we imagine between

these latter phenomena. This is all the substra-

tum there is: this substratum is a word. It is

absurd to inquire whether this imaginary subject

is endowed with immortality. It is equally absurd

to inquire whetherbeyond all phenomena there is

a time or a space which we cannot represent to

ourselves, or which we do represent to ourselves on

condition of reducing them to a series more or less

considerable of phenomena external or internal.

It is more absurd still to inquire whether there

is or is not a primary cause and substance, since

no cause and no substance are really known to us.

... There exists neither spirit nor matter. There

exist only ideas without subject and without real

connection, vain shadows, which the imagination

alone holds suspended, so to speak, over the abyss

of universal nothingness."

Further on, in his essay on "Immortality," Hume

says, "The soul, if immortal, existed before birth ;

and, if the former existence concerned us not,

neither will the latter,"-a proposition which is

based on no system of metaphysics or theory of

ideas, but which is plain and comprehensible by

the ordinary mind not versed in metaphysical

terms and subtleties; for, if our personalities or

individualities began to be once on a time, they

are likely to cease to be at some future time or at

death.

Then again, as to the allegation that this pres-

ent life is an arena too narrow and limited to call

out all the faculties which are latent in us, and

therefore that fresh fields and pastures new in a

higher sphere are due to us, he affirms that we are

tasked to the utmost capacity in fencing against

the miseries of our present condition, and that we

need every resource that we find in ourselves to

make a success of the life that now is. As for the

heavenand hell of the creeds and theologies and

mythologies, he says that "they suppose two dis-

tinct species of men, the good and the bad; but

the greatest part of mankind float between vice

and virtue. Were one to go round the world with

the intention to give a good supper to the right-

eous and a sound drubbing to the wicked, he

would frequently be embarrassed in his choice,

and wouldfind the merits and demerits of most

men and women scarcely amount to the value of

either righteousness or wickedness." Hence, the

theological scheme of eternal bliss for one moiety

of mankind in a future state, and of eternal woe

for the other moiety, if it were true, would be

simply an exhibition of almighty arbitrariness and

injustice. The different races and branches of

mankind are creatures of heredity and environ-

ment or of circumstances ofplace and time. Born

in one place, aman is a barbarian and cannibal;

in another, a philanthropist or brilliant genius.

Thus does the philosophy of Hume, by dissolving
self into a streamlike succession of mental states

that are never exactly the same, but forever under-

going modification, place before his readers an

ultimate prospect of the annihilation of this indi-

vidual being to whichwe so fondly cling. Itwas,

doubtless, the nihilistic scepticism of his great

countryman to which the poet Campbell makes

reference in the following lines of his "Pleasures
ofHope":-

"Oh, lives there, Heaven, beneath thy dread expanse

Onehopeless, dark idolater of Chance,

Content to feed with pleasures unrefined

The lukewarm passions of a lowly mind ?

Who, mouldering earthward, reft of every trust,

In joyless union wedded to the dust,

Could all his parting energy dismiss ,

And call this barren world sufficient bliss ?

There live, alas ! of heaven-directed mien,

Of cultured soul and sapient eye serene,

Who hail thee, man, the pilgrim of a day,

Spouse of the worm and brother of the clay,

Frail as the leaf in autumn's yellow bower,

Dust in the wind and dew upon the flower,

Afriendless slave, a child without a sire,

Whose mortal life and momentary fire

Lights to the grave his chance-created form,

As ocean wrecks illuminate the storm;

And,whenthe gun's tremendous flash is o'er,

To night and silence sink forevermore.

Ah, me! the laurel wreath that murder rears,

Blood nursed and watered by the widow's tears,

Blooms not so foul, so tainted, and so dread

Aswaves the night-shade round the sceptic's head."

The above lines are sonorous and spirited,-in

one word, highly rhetorical, like the same poet's

verses on anarchic and factious, incurably factious,

and therefore dismembered, Poland. Meantime,

Hume was not a poet or a mystic, but a deter-

mined seeker after truth and investigator of the

actual state of the case, irrespective of rhetoric or

emotion or obloquy or consequences. Neither was

he a pessimist, or did he rejoice in throwing a wet

blanket on our spiritual hopes, illusions, and as-

pirations. He simply sought the truth. He was

neither a fanatic nor enthusiast, but of a provok-

ingly cool and rational temperament, a terræfilius ,

or Son of Earth; and so he emphatically says, "If

any purpose of Nature be clear, we may affirm that

the whole scope and intention of man's creation,

so far as we can judge by natural reason, is limited

to this life." Thus speaks the acutest of intellects,

as if he was so much inlove with this green earth

that he regarded it as treason and disloyalty in us

to wish for or expect a continuance of existence in

any other scene or supernatural environment, and

thought that we should be content to fall back into

the bosom of our all-bearing mother when the

fitful fever of life is over, and sleep the sleep that

knows no waking. Hume was so happily organ-

ized that he enjoyed this brief existence with an

exquisite relish. He loved the still air and retire-

ment of the student's cloister. He was fond, too,

of "the delicious juices of meats and fishes," as his

portly corporeity made evident, and enjoyed the

fame of high intellectual achievement which he had

fairlywon.

But, regarding as he did the elysiums and para-

dises of theology and mythology as the illusions of

enthusiasts and dreamers, and the Christian City of

God as the creation of the fervid imagination of a

saint, who was first a sensualist and libertine,
and who then went to the other extreme of asceti-

cism and devotion, he could not look in such

directions for consolation or hope. He was an

inexorable positivist and rationalist. Meantime,

his disciple Shelley-for, singular as it may seem,

it is evident, both from his poetry and his prose

essays, that Shelley was deeply imbued with Hume's

philosophy-was not so happy in accepting its con-

clusions as Hume himself had been, althoughhe

did accept them, repugnant as they were to his

glowing ideal nature. In one of his essays entitled

"Life," Shelley speaks of himself as "an assemblage

of thoughts," as a modification or briefindividuali-

zation of the one universal mind which pervades

the universe. In an essay "On a Future State,"

Shelley adopts the conclusions of his metaphysical

master, Hume, and finds "convincing evidences

that, so soon as the organs of the body are sub-

jected to the laws of inanimate nature, sensation
and perception and apprehension are at an end."

But Shelley did not know that there may be a

psychical state, in which the antithesis ofconscious
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subject and object is unknown; in other words, that

there maybe higher modes of spiritual being than

knowledge or intelligence and will. In the essay

under consideration, he reiterates the remark of

Hume,-that, "if there are no reasons to suppose

that we have existed before that period at which our

existence apparently commenced, then there are no

grounds for supposition that we shall continue to

exist after our existence has apparently ceased."

In his "Adonais," the most beautiful of elegiac

poems, he says, lamenting his friend and fellow-

poet, Keats :-

"Alas ! that all we loved of him should be,

But for our grief, as if it had not been,

And grief itself be mortal . Woe is me,

Whence are we and why are we? Of whatscene

The actors and spectators ?"

Elsewhere, he says, speaking of consciousness, or

the soul,-

"The intense atom glows

Amoment, then is quenched in a most cold repose."

Per contra, elsewhere, yielding to the unearthly in-

stincts of his ideal nature, he says :-

"Peace, peace ! he is not dead, he doth not sleep,

He hath awakened from the dream of life.

He hath out-soared the shadow of our night ;

He is made one with Nature, there is heard

His voice in all her music, from the moan

Of thunder to the song of night's sweet bird ;

He is a presence to be felt and known

In darkness and in light, from herb and stone ,

Spreading itself where'er that Power maymove,

Which has withdrawn his being to its own,

Which wields the world with never wearied love,

Sustains it frombeneath and kindles it above."

This is pantheism, and Shelley was a pantheist .

And Hume does not deny that a spiritual substance

may be dispersed throughout the universe. He

ays : "As the same material substance may succes-

sively compose the bodies of all animals, the same

spiritual substance may compose their minds.

Their consciousness, or that system of thought

which they formed during life, may be continually

dissolved by death; and nothing interests them in

the new modification. The most positive assert-

ors of the mortality of the soul never denied the

immortality of its substance." In his exquisite

verses entitled "Mutability," Shelley indicates the

phenomenal, unsubstantial nature of the thoughts,

volitions, and emotions which, according to Hume,

constitute our inner selves :-

"We are as clouds, that veil the midnightmoon !

How restlessly they glance and gleam and quiver,

Streaking the darkness radiantly! Yet soon

Night closes round, and they are lost forever.

"Or like forgotten lyres, whose dissonant strings

Give various response to each varying blast,

To whose frail frame no second motion brings

One mood or modulation like the last."

Hume's scepticism, which was a needed correc-

tive of the arrogant and persecuting dogmatism

which was embodied in the despotic Church and

State systems of the old-fashioned Europe of his

day and generation, is not at all offensive in the

present agnostic mood of the human mind, when

tradition and authority are of so little account, and

when "The Existence of the Deity, his Providence,
and the Immortality of the Soul," the subjects

against which Hume directed his sceptical objec-

tions, are relegated to the domain of the unknow-

able. It is needless to say that, in this era of
"Natural" as against "Supernatural" Religion, the

incredibility of miracles goes without saying. We

require not the logical refutation of them, which

Hume furnished; butwe treat them scientifically,
as absurd traditions handed down from days of

primitive ignorance and gross credulity. But

Hume's summary refutation of them was a blow

struck in behalf of that mental freedom and

emancipation from superstition which we enjoy
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to-day. In Hume's essays, the germs of all our

current thought canbe found. He was a forerun-

ner of current science. His atheism was far pref-

erable to the orthodox theism or gross anthro-

pomorphism of his time.

I cannot prevail with myself to mix with such

deformity. Icall upon others to join me, in order

tomake a company apart; but no one will hearken

to me. Every one keeps at a distance, and dreads

that storm that beats upon me from every side. I

have exposed myself to the enmity of all meta-

physicians, logicians, mathematicians, and even

theologians; and can I wonder at the insults I

must suffer ? ... All the world conspires to oppose

His scepticism, taking for its point of departure

the current system of philosophy of his day, re-

duced the God andheaven and hell of the arrogant

Church of the time to the shadows and things of

the imagination which they really are, by showing ❘ and contradict me; though such is my weakness

that outside of the human imagination theyhave

no reality. Thus, although in the civil and politi-

cal order he was a conservative, in the domain of

thought, opinion, andbelief he was a revolutionist

of the most radical, even of the nihilistic type;

and thus, to borrow the phrase of Heine, he was a

true soldier in the war of liberation of humanity

from a superstitious and priest-fostering supernat-

uralism.

Carlyle says that the two persons who exercised

the most remarkable influence upon things during

the eighteenth century were unquestionably Sam-

uel Johnson and David Hume, two summits of a

great set of influences, two opposite poles of it.

"There is not such a cheering spectacle in the

eighteenth century as Samuel Johnson." One

cannothelp remarking onthis statementof Carlyle,

that, while Hume was a European, even a cosmi-

cal thinker, Johnson was merely an Englishman of

more than usual insularity. Carlyle goes on to

say that "Johnson contrived to be devout in the

eighteenth century." Would it not be more truth-

ful to say that he contrived to be morbidly super-

stitious ? "He had a belief and held by it,"

proceeds Carlyle: "agenuine inspired man, Hume's

eye, unlike Johnson's, was not open to faith, yet

hewas of a noble perseverance, a silent strength."

"It is very strange to contrast Hume, the greatest

ofall the writers of his time, and in some respects

the worthiest, with Dante,"-to contrast scepticism

withfaith. Dante saw a solemn law in the universe,

pointing out his destiny with an awful and beauti-

ful certainty; and he held to it. Hume could see

nothing in the universe but confusion, he was cer-

tain of nothing but of his own existence. Yet he

had instincts which were infinitely more true than

the logical part of him ; and so he kept himself quiet

in the middle of it all, and did no harm to any one.

But scepticism is a disease of the mind, a fatal con-

dition to be in, or at best useful only as a means to

get at knowledge; and to spend one's time reducing

realities to theories is to be in an enchanted state of

mind. Morality, the very centre of the existence of

man, was in the eighteenth century reduced to a

theory, by Adam Smith to a theory of the sympa-

thies and the moral sense; by Hume to expediency,

the most melancholy theory ever propounded. Be-

sides morality, everything else was in the same

state. A dim, huge, immeasurable steam-engine

they had made of this world; and, as Jean Paul

says, "heaven became a gas, God a force, the second

world a grave."

Hume, like all those great original minds who

give a new departure to thought, was isolated by

his very intellectual greatness and superiority to

his contemporaries. Occasionally, when returning

from his profound excursions into the realm of

speculative ideas to the every-day realities of or-

dinary life about him, he would feel a keen pang

of loneliness and desertion, as it were. He thus

describes his feelings at such times: " I am af-

frighted and confounded with that forlorn solitude

in which I am placed in my philosophy, and fancy

myself some strange, uncouth monster, who, not

being able to mingle and unite in society, has

been expelled all human intercourse, and left ut-

terly abandoned and disconsolate. Fain would I

run into the crowd for shelter and warmth, but

that Ifeel allmy opinions loosen and fall of them-

selves, when unsupported by the approbation of

others. "

Hume, withdrawn far aloof from his fellow-men

on the cold heights of abstract contemplation,

might have been addressed by them, from the

plane of every-day life, in the language of Ten-

nyson :-

"Come down, O sage, from yondermountain height.

Whatpleasure lives in height (the shepherd sang),

Inheight and cold, the splendor of the hills ?

But cease to move so near the heavens, and cease

To glide a sunbeam by the blasted Pine,

To sit a star upon the sparkling spire ;

Andcome, for Love is of the valley ; come,

For Love is of the valley, come thou down

And find him; by the happy threshold he,

Orhand inhand with Plenty in the maize,

Or red with spirted purple of the vats."

But isolation and loneliness have always been the

penalty of ascent above the dead level of vulgar

beliefs and superstitions, so far as the revolution-

ary thinker has been concerned.

CORRESPONDENCE.

MISS SALLIE HOLLEY AND HER WORK IN

VIRGINΙΑ.

Editors of The Index :-

What a loss it would have been to the world, had it

been denied that beautiful Bible myth of the Garden

of Eden! Where would have been the inspiration of

Milton ? Where would have been the ideal man and

woman with their sweet, tender surroundings,-all

befitting creatures in the glory of their strength and

beauty, searching out the mysteries of their being,

and asking the Why of their own consciousness ?

These questions and innumerable others course my

brain, as I write this in a quaint, out-of-the-way place

in Virginia, so secluded, green, and blooming that I

go to old associations, and call it a "lodge in a garden

of cucumbers,"-an Eden of fruits and roses and

asphodels; of grape vines, flaunting their luxuriance

in prelude to the purple harvest; bowers of wisteria,

pine trees, whispering their loves by aromatic aro-

mas; and catalpas, scattering petals like a carpet of

velvet; pretty lizards sliding under green leaves, and

portly toads hiding their jewelled heads; but never a

snake to tempt the Eve of this little Eden, who holds

her undivided state with nothing in the shape of

Adam to relieve the solitude.

Thewoman I shall describe is not one of the Im-

mortal Forty. She is not awoman to be strung on a

string like a bead. She must be accepted outside of

all conventionalism, as we accept Thoreau. She is

unique in person, in voice, in large, open, prophetic

eyes; full of candor, full of a penetrating, unflinching

purpose to do what she esteems to be right, no matter

what maybe the consequence; large, clear-cut feat-

ures, over which brow and eyes so overlook that you

hardly note them, and yet they are of the fine, an-

tique mould, such as Socrates might honor or men of

the Cromwellian stamp bow before; a shape artisti-

cally left to its own proportions, light and intensely

active, responds obediently, healthfully, to a strong ,

well-disciplined will. She would have been fitting

companion to Anne Hutchinson. In the days when

the Smithfield fires blazed in England, and the beau-

tiful AnneAskew was burned at the stake, had this

woman then lived, she, too, would have died for her

convictions . At a period that tested the sincerity

and courage of convictions, this woman renounced

home, friends, society, that she might create this

oasis in the desert, and carry to their ultimate opin-

ions for defence of which she had already sacrificed

much. And a woman of this kind, the Eve of this

garden, doubtless rejected much, put far from her

many a sweet, tender intimation, in her stern resolve

to work out fully her convictions; made sacrifices for

thepromotion of a great truth in life, which left her

alone in the world; from no necessity, but because,

like the great Elizabeth, she is wedded elsewhere, to

no human sweetness of individual affection, but to

that larger kind that embraces human good in agod-

like sense, before which individuals, personal likes

and dislikes, loves or hates, dwindle into petty noth-

ingness.

She is no contemner of these tender affections that

mingle in the sweetness of a household, whose vines

and olive branches are beautiful children; but to this

heroic woman great humanizing ideas are not mere

theories, but facts not to be trifled with or put aside,

any more thanwe can put aside the everlasting hills.

To my shame, let it be said, while I lay upon my

pillow dozing to the tune of the mocking-bird and the

sound of the cool breeze in the pine-tops, this fine

specimen of womanhood was up before the sun (as

she always is), and, like our ancient Eve of Milton,

tying up the too redundant vine, giving drink to the

thirsty asphodel, and,"on hospitable thoughts intent,"

gathering sweet fruits for the early repast. This re-

storing the ideal life to the practical life wins my

admiration.

Imay see the homeliness of all about me, but I

penetrate the sweetness of Herbert:-

"Who sweeps a room, as for Thy laws,

Makes that and th' action fine."

And I know that, underlying every toil , is a conscien-

tiousbending of every trivial duty to what shall best

in itself be orderly and best promote the growth of the

beautiful; shall most help on the people amidwhom

she has cast her life, the struggling, impoverished

white as well as the blind, ignorant black. Hence

there is a touching significance in the smallest thing,

-in the most casual word spoken by the clear, firm

voice, that gives out no uncertain sound, but speaks

manfully the needed word of rebuke, or in subdued

motherly wise the kind, sympathetic one, that falls a

gentle dew upon the sinking, nearly famished heart

for lack of human kindness . Verily, it must be said,

in the highest sense, in every way, she has made her

wilderness to blossom like the rose.

Iam not describing a model woman, one for the

sex to take to heart and imitate. Few of us would be

equal to it: she is too large. We cannot put a gallon

into a quart measure. But I am talking of a woman

whohas a right to be supremely herself, to obey her

own intimations; whose impulses are good and true

and to be trusted; a woman to be held in all honor,

and whose example is worth more than any gold or

silver to the world,-the example of unflinching cour-

age, high endeavor, and a reverent listening for the

divine voice, "Where art thou?" and she gathered up

her robe and stood in the door of her tent, andto

hearwas to obey. This human singleness, this self-

abnegation, this entire unworldly self-consecration

to the ideal work of a lifetime, is what I wish to

describe; and these are facts of character which all

may strive to acquire and imitate. To me, it is more

ideal than the dreamy, poetic life of Thoreau, because

it is an acted heroism,-a consecrated life for the

redemption of the down-trodden and ignorant; and

this Christ-like work of doing good is the great life .

Fifteen years ago, Sallie Holley came to this se-

cluded spot, and set up her altar in the wilderness.

She had lectured, and achieved a reputation as one

who spoke much andwell in behalf of equal human

rights , the injustice of slavery, and the turpitude of

a system that oppressed the slave while it demoral-

ized the master.

Thewarwas then at an end; and at the South was

amass of white population, humiliated by defeat,

impoverished by the loss of what they had hitherto

regarded as property, and embittered at finding them-

selves placed upon a level with those regarded hith-

erto as their chattel property, placed side by side

with them at the ballot-box,-man for man,-not as

heretofore the master owning five slaves carrying

for them two votes, that is , it took two and a half of

a slave to be equal to one man,-the master counted

one vote, as man or woman should, despite of sex or

color; but now all this mass of colored population

was raised to the dignity of citizenship, with all their

ignorance and utter unfitness to appreciate the sol-

emn boon thrust upon them.

Of course, in such a state of things, there would be

bitter hostility to awoman who should come among

1
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them to teach the old chattel the sense of manhood

and the rights of citizenship, forgetting that every

step taken to elevate the colored manwasastep in

the direction of safety, good order, and wholesome

law,would be acheck to the naturalvagrancy of the

black as well as an aid to the advanced intelligence

of the white, and by precept as well as example

would exhibit "the dignity of labor."

Neverdid human being work more faithfully with

good, resolute hands and brain than this woman has

worked. It was not enough that she took the un-

accustomed brain of the colored child, void of all

hereditary proclivities toward the mysteries of a, b, c ,

or any written language, and showed to his poor,

wondering eyes howthese symbols could be made the

source of infinite mental growth and the purest de-

light; itwas not enough that she brushed aside the

thick films that obscured his moral sight, and showed

him the just relations of man to the social compact:

butshe took him under her own eye, and taught him

the best processes of toil and thrift and remunerative

labor, to a creature now owning himself, and respon-

sible to a conscience, to society, and to God.

For fifteen years, she has been doing this work, and

already may be witnessed the reward of her toil in

theneatness, good order, intelligence, and reliability

of this class for many,many miles in her vicinity.

With an eye that accepted allthe great progressive

ideas of the period in which she lives, she conscien-

tiously felt that the men and women whohad sought

towork out the problem of the emancipation of the

slavewere morallybound to continue their work by

so educating the negro that he shouldbe a desirable

element in the new system of things, be an honest,

willing, remunerated workman upon the acres on

which he had hitherto done the work of a serf. The

final labors of Miss Holley culminate here. She is

reveredby her sable followers, to whom she has been

sightto the blind; and a large following of the white

population indicate arespectful appreciation of what

shehas done by her teaching, not only for the colored

people,but for themselves also.

Andhowdid Miss Holley do her work? She took

the earnings of many years, the results of her public

speaking, and, coming here, purchased three acres of

unoccupied land, once belonging to aVirginia planta-

tion. While the whites were disheartened, the col-

ored people clung around their old associations .

While the former witnessed her advent with bitter

jealousy, the latter turned instinctively to her as a

helper. There was much hostility, many threats;

butMissHolley is not a woman to flinch in a course

of duty. She had a clear brain, an easy flow of

words pertaining to her knowledge of human rights

and responsibilities. She met threats with a cool

incredulity or dauntless courage. She went with a

negro disciple to see that he was properly registered,

his age ascertained, and his vote cast. She might fail

again and again; but her persistency finally con-

quered, and the endwas gained,-a step in the path

of freedom and honest morals, secured by a woman

no more to be pushed aside than was Garrison or

Phillips.

These three acres, of which I have spoken, included

abeautiful pine grove. This she spared, and it is the

great charm of her place. Then followed the laying

out of the barren spot,-the planting of trees and

vines and shrubbery and the building of a house for

herself and another for her assistants,-white women

from the North. These are airy and convenient for

the purpose designed; no architectural eleganee at-

tempted, but rude timbers and plain boards, the

interior roughly plastered, and the walls papered

with engravings cut from newspapers and magazines.

Nor is the general effect devoid of picturesqueness.
The exterior walls are embellished with the wisteria,

climbing rose, and an ivy brought from Shakspere's
Stratford-upon-Avon.

MissHolley is now eating the fruit of trees planted

byherownhand,-apples and peaches and pears and

cherries. Grape-vines festooned over rude arbors yield

abundantly, and offer cool retreats that might set the

hearts of lovers aglow. Strawberries and raspberries

and blackberries season her frugal meals, all of her

own planting; while beautiful roses and lilies greet

the eye on every side. Truly, the place is a marvel

of beauty; but it is also a marvel of toil. She has not

stood aside, and said, Do this, and do these. Work

must be paid for, and her purse has been mostly an

empty one. Herownhands havewielded the spade,

the rake, and the hoe,-hardwork to beautify a spot

of earth in the intervals of teaching the beginnings of

knowledge.

The school-house has a cheerful, airy aspect, cov-

ered as it is with roses and vines. It is vacation just

now; and the rows of desks and seats have an almost

pathetic aspect, as I figure to myself the little black

heads and white-nailed hands striving to conquer the

difficulties of learning.

On Sunday, I took a class in the Sunday-school , and

was interested to observe the eager desire to learn

manifestedby the pupils.

In proof that Miss Holley has conquered her way,

that prejudice and hostility have yielded before her,

allow me to say that yesterday (Sunday) I spoke

before a goodly assemblage of white listeners who

awarded me the grace of rapt attention. These were

mostlymen, for it was raining all day; and there was

the prejudice, strong in this region, against the speak-

ing of awoman in public.

After years of toil and manly effort, Miss Holley

has been able to enclose with a rough, compact fence

her little acres of ground, with a gate at which comers

may enter through the grove of pines. To one like

myself, leaning to the social and family side of

life, this utter isolation of Miss Holley, this quiet,

solemn, awe-striking solitude which I note and real-

ize as I rise at night, and hear the wind sigh through

the pine-tops with the note of a startled bird, all

deepened by the soft down look of the scintillating

stars, is well-nigh appalling; and Ifeel I should have

to "follow afar off" so consecrated a leader.

ELIZABETH OAKES SMITH.

THE INQUISITION REVIVED .

Editors of The Index:-

In the London organ of social democracy, Justice,

its Austrian correspondent, Andreas Scheu, writes

June 7, 1884, concerning "men who, under the desig-

nation of anarchists, have attackedsome of the organs

of a most infamous police system. The charge

against Schafhausen and Ondra of complicity with

Kammerer in the murder of the detective Bloch could

not be maintained, for which case, as usual, the

public prosecutor had provided by putting a good

many minor questions for the verdict of the jury to

answer. Ondra was in this ingenious fashion found

guilty of having known of the murder before its

committal, without having given due notice of it to

the police, and punished with two years' imprison-

ment.

Stellmacher, who is suspected of several crimes,

and who would not confess, was, during his prelimi-

nary examination, subjected to tortures of such a

frightful character that he is said to be unable to

speak, if he would; and that he will not be produce-

able in court for some time to come, and then proba-

bly only in secret, sitting before a select audience of

votaries of the law, the press, and the police, which

unholy trinity will take charge of the intelligence

wherewith the world is to be provided. I know not

to what "fiendish outrages in Virginia and Missis-

sippi" your correspondent, Mr. Gilbert, alludes; but

evidences of the general fact in question are but

alarmingly frequent. Ferry's government in France

is passive under the authority of Bismarck, who has

been arresting German socialists in Paris ; while, in

Spain, fifteen persons have been condemned to death

simply as members of the secret society called the

BlackHand,whose objects are reputed the same with

those publicly avowed in the United States, and

which here as yet openly aspire to influence govern-

ment. In Prague (Bohemia), four imprisonments

have been recently made for discussion of social

topics in public; while the condemnation of Brad-

laugh for administering to himself a form of Parlia-

mentary oath in conformity with his private con-

science, and expulsion for this offence, shows Great

Britain closing up the darkness in the rear of the

continent of Europe. Switzerland vainly pretends to

react against the Bismarck despotism. Church and

State the world over are virtually one; and, both

weddedto the same principle of arbitrary authority,

prepare to intimidate free thought by persecution.

Among these sinister indications of the impending

moral cataclysm, the most formidable is the corrup-

tion of the French republic. Not merely passive

toward despotic powers, its own judiciary, in the city

of Lyons, is accused by Léo Taxel, editor of La Revue

anti-Cléricale, of a deliberate perversion of judgment

persisting in an errordue at first to the fact of the
name "Fouillaud" being common to the man per-

secuted with the other who had struck a policeman

in a street quarrel. The court refused to hear the

witnesses of the accused, and deliberately contrived

to deprive him of the benefit of legal counsel, the

ground of this animosity probably being that the

accused had been a member ofthe workingmen's con-

gress at Roubaix. By a procedure of the most utterly

arbitrary character, and in the teeth ofeventhe usual

forms of law, this Fouillaud, who was at first con-

demned for the fault of another Fouillaud to twenty

days' imprisonment, had this term prolonged for a

whole year on the pretext of contumacy,because he

demanded a second trial and the citation of witnesses

to prove his alibi .

We refer to the distinguished counsel César Bou-

chage, of Lyons, for confirmation of these facts. The

court contrived to fix the day of trial on the 5th of

May, when it was known that Mr. B.'s engagements

peremptorily required his presence at Paris. By the

forms of the court, it was for him to have demanded

thehearing of his client's witnesses. When an iniq-

uity has been resolved upon, forms only add to the

odium ofhypocrisy. The exactitude of the facts thus

resumed is guaranteed by the danger of publishing

them right under the nose of government and its

secret police, which forms virtually one body with

that of Lyons. M. E. LAZARUS .

ANOTHER LETTER FROM OLIVER JOHNSON.

MR. B. F. UNDERWOOD:

My dear Sir,-If I were not ill, I would go to the

Astor Library, and procure an exact reference to the

passage I quoted from Garrison. As it is , I can only

say that it is taken from an editorial article in the

Liberator, published some time in 1841, in reply to

accusations brought against him by an American

clergyman in England. There is a similar passage

in an article on the "Divine Authority of the Bible,"

in his Writings, published in 1852, p. 229 :-

"I am fully aware how grievously the priesthood

have perverted the Bible. Still, to no other vol-

ume do I turn with so much interest; no other do I

consult or refer to so frequently; to no other am I so

indebted for light and strength; no other is so identi-

fied with the growth of freedom and progress ; no

other have I appealed to so effectively in aid of the

various reformatory movements which I have es-

poused; and it embodies an amount of excellence so

great as to make it, in my estimation, THE BOOK OF

BOOKS."

I am surprised that you should say, "The Christian

Union did not use the word [infidelity] in any offen-

sive sense." No orthodox newspaper or person ever

uses the word in any other than an offensive sense.

It is an opprobrious epithet, which the ecclesiastics

have contrived to get defined in the dictionaries in a

way to make it most effective in their hands. As the

true meaning of fidelity is faithfulness, so the true

meaning of infidelity is unfaithfulness. The diction-

ary, no more than the Bible, is infallible.

That there are many Garrisonians who now rank

themselves among the free thinkers I do not doubt,

and I believe them worthy of all respect; but they do

not belong to the class referred to by the Christian

Union, and in behalf ofwhich I spoke. Free thinkers

were as welcome as Christians on the anti-slavery plat-

form. It is still true, however, that those who led

the Garrisonian movement, except possibly with here

and there an exception, never threw away the Bible,

but used it to the end as a mighty weapon against

slavery. Equally true is it that they did not attack

Christianity, but fought the Church on Christian and

Scriptural grounds.

Yours truly,

NEW YORK, Aug. 15, 1884.

OLIVER JOHNSON.

A CORRECTION .

Editors of The Index:-

Whenever I am tempted to correct a typographical

error, I am always reminded of Lowell's words re-

garding the criticised author:-

"Lethim only keep close in his snug garret's dim ether,

And nobody'll think of his critics or him either."

But,when the natural depravity of types makes me

do an injustice, or to seem to fail in the reverence I

feel for so grand and noble a man as Dr. Phillips

Brooks, Imust venture to beg space to correct it. In

an extract from one of my letters to the Chicago

Inter-Ocean presented in The Index, one sentence is
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made to read, regarding the scholarly class of summer

tourists in Boston: "They have the liveliest times

imaginable, and with economy and quiet, too, unless

they are apt to go to Trinity Church to hear Phillips

Brooks." Whereas, I wrote: "They have the loveli-

est times imaginable, and with economy and quiet,

too. Usually, they are apt to go to Trinity Church

andhear Phillips Brooks."

The error was made by the Inter-Ocean, and so

naturally reappeared in The Index. Acknowledging

yourmany valued courtesies, I am,

Sincerely, LILIAN WHITING.

HOTEL VENDOME, BOSTON, Aug. 18, 1884 .

A PLEA FOR TOLERANCE.

In the"Master's Oration," given by Miss Florence

Finch of the Boston Globe, at the last commencement

of her Alma Mater, the University of Kansas, we

find this vigorous plea for tolerance and freedom of

thought: "And now may I step aside for a moment

and make a special plea for a special tolerance,-а

plea which, remembering as gratefully as I do the

years I spent within these halls, it would be well-

nigh impossible to refrain from making? There has

beenmuch criticism of this university from those who

support it, and therefore have the right to criticise,

because it is believed to be too tolerant, too liberal,

is thought to teach some things which many of the

people of Kansas do not believe, to foster disbeliefs

and doubts and heresies and dangerous isms of many

kinds. Now, I do not know for a certainty, but I

believe that I voice the loving gratitude of every

graduate who has gone out of these doors, when I say

that not one of us all was here taught to believe,

induced to believe, one thing in any branch of study

that any citizen of the State would think wrong or

harmful. O citizens of Kansas, you greatly mistake

the spirit of this gentle goddess of wisdom that you

have set high upon this hill, if you think that she

attempts to lead her pupils in any direction. She

says to them, 'Investigate all sides of every question,

and choose that which seems right and reasonable.'

You could not find in any educational institution a

body ofmen and women more ready to sink their own

beliefs and encourage the freest and fullest investiga-

tion, whether it leads to their own convictions or in

the opposite direction, than those who compose the

faculty of this university. If your sons and daugh-

ters comehome with strange new ideas about society,

morals, government, come home free traders when

you sent them out protectionists, the college is not to

blame. They have discussed those things here as

they mustdiscuss them, if they know what is going

oninthe world; but they have been directed neither

way. They have been told to study, investigate,

prove all things, and hold fast to that which seems to

them good. These things are all in the winds; and

the college that pretends to be a college of to-day-

the college that is of any use to the rising generation,

thathopesto teach them anything they want to know

-must keep its doors and windows open. If you

want your university to be a college of to-day, and

not a crumbling monument to the things which

were of moment years ago, don't shut its doors and

windows."

BOOK NOTICES .

SIGNING THE DOCUMENT, the Laokoön, Chopping Sand ,

and Other Essays . By Wheelbarrow. Chicago.

Published by the Radical Review. 1884. pp. 132.

About half a century ago, English workingmen

formed themselves into a trades union organization

to resist the exactions of capital and to promote their

owninterests. This led employers to combine on the

basis of an agreement that all their employés should

sign a document promising not to join or remain

members of the trades unions or any similar soci-

eties. The great majority of workingmen refused to

sign the document. To those who yielded was at-

tached a stigma which lasted through life, and from

the effects of which their children even did not es-

cape. "His father signed the document" was a re-

flection and a reproach cast upon children a quarter

of a century after the event occurred. A parallel

instance in this country the author of this little vol-

ume finds in the humiliating end of the strife of the

telegraphers, which prompted the first of these essays .

"Labor," he says, "was robbed of its dignity and

subjugated, while monopoly was correspondingly

strengthened and exalted, when the telegraph oper-

ators signed the document."

No definite plan is suggested whereby disagree-

ments and difficulties may be settled between em-

ployés and great corporations that do work the

uninterrupted and faithful performance of which is

demanded by the interests of all. A summary of

Carl Schurz's contribution to this most important

part of the subject would make a fitting supplement

to Signing the Document.

Some of the chapters not indicated by the title form

the best portions of the book, which really contains

more common sense in regard to the rights, the mu-

tual obligations, and just requirements of all classes

who work for their living than any other little book

with which we are acquainted. The author has been

aclose observer, and has had large experience among

workingmen. Many of his facts and illustrations are

drawn from his own life. Thus : "I have four sons ,

all free-born Americans, so called, and all now grown

to manhood. I tried to give them trades, as they

respectively reached the proper age ; but, in every

instance, I was forbidden to do so by the laws of the

trades. All four of them are now men; but not one

of them was permitted to learn a trade in the land

where they were born, and which they have been

taught to call a land of freedom.... That all four of

them didn't become hoodlums and tramps is not the

fault of the unions. A man with a heart in him ,

even if he has no brain at all, must see in a moment

that the policy which robbed those boys of their

right to learn a trade cannot be right ; and, not being

right, it cannot be either economical or wise." "I

hope," said a workingman to the author, "the oper-

ators will win; but I am not anxious either way. It

is achoice of monopolies, and I side with the weaker.

The companies monopolize the profits of telegraph-

ing, and the operators monopolize the art. They for-

bid one another to teach the trade; and, if their

monopoly is beaten by the other, it will be no more

than the big pike swallowing the little one." “I

look upon it that way myself," says the writer ; "and

it appears to me that, if the policy of shutting up one

trade in order to prevent competition is good for that,

it mustbe good for every other calling or profession ;

and, all the trades and occupations being closed ,

the people outside must be either rich or tramps or

thieves."

In reply to the proposal to remedy the alleged wrongs

of journeymen mechanics resulting from competition

of convict labor by making the convicts work upon

the public roads, the author declares that laborers

have just as much right to protection against convict

picks and shovels as the mechanic has to protection

against convict chisels, awls, and jack-planes. Most

degrading to labor, he thinks, is the assumption that

"the hosts of workingmen of Illinois cannot stand

the competition of a couple of thousand prisoners

bungling at the tasks imposed on them for punish-

ment." The convicts, whatever useful work they do ,

must be in competition with somebody. They must

either live in idleness and be supported by the com-

munity or earn something ; that is, add to produc-

tion and to the wealth of the people. The trades

which pay the highest wages can best afford to stand

the competition. If the object is to keep the convicts

employed, solely to punish them, without producing

anything, the author suggests they be put to "chop-

ping sand." "To work and produce nothing is

torture. The divine quality of labor is proved by the

pleasure its products bring."

The chapters devoted to the discussion of "The

Shrinkage of Values," "The Working Man's Dollar,"

and "Over-production" expose some popular fallacies

in a very happy manner.

Although the author calls himself "Wheelbarrow,"

-"because," he says, " that is the implement of my

handicraft, or was when Iwas a strong man," he has

evidently seen much of social and industrial life , is

a reader and thinker, and has pondered long ques-

tions to which American workingmen are but just

beginning to give their attention. In style, he is

clear and terse, and, in a chapter on the "Poets of

Liberty and Labor," rises to a simple eloquence

whichmust touch the heart of every reader who is in

sympathy with the toiling millions. B. F. U.

WONDERS AND CURIOSITIES OF THE RAILWAY ; or,

Stories ofthe Locomotive in every Land. By Will-

iam Sloane Kennedy. Chicago : S. C. Griggs &

Co. 1884.

In this handsomelybound book of two hundred and

fifty-four pages, Mr. Kennedy has compressed a vast

amount of valuable information, including consider-

able scientific knowledge, with many odd incidents

and interesting details in regard to railways. The

subject is not one which would be likely to attract

the attention of the majority of readers, at least not

of those who read more for amusement than for in-

formation; but the author has so spiced his array of

statistical and technical knowledge with pertinent

stories, illustrative anecdote, and remarkable inci-

dents, gathered from avariety of sources, that even

themere amusement-seeker will be tempted to learn

from this book something of the history of locomo-

tives for the sake of the sugar-coating in which this

dose of knowledge is enwrapped. Dickens, Thack-

eray, Erasmus Darwin, Walt Whitman, Gail Ham-

ilton, and Fanny Kemble are among the lively writ-

ers whohelp in the sugar-coating process. We give

the titles of several of the fifteen chapters of which

the book is composed : "Beginnings in Europe, "

"First American Railroads," "The Banding of the

Continent," "Mountain Railways," "The Vertical

Railway," "Tramways," "The Track," and "The

Train." The chapter on "The Vertical Railway" is

a succinct history of the elevator system from its be-

ginnings; and the chapter on "Tramways" is the first

full account ever given of the origin and growth of

street railways. The best authorities have beencon-

sulted in the make-up of this book; and over a score

of reliable illustrations are given with it, explanatory

of the progress that has been made in railway travel

from its beginnings, two-thirds of a century ago, until

now, when, as we learn from the daily papers, on

Monday of this week, the Pullman Car Company of

Illinois constructed and painted all complete one

hundred cars within the regular working-hours of

thatday.

THE September Atlantic has

variety.

S. A. U.

more than usual

Two additional chapters are given ofDr.

Michell's excellent serial story, "In War Time."

Richard Grant White concludes his papers on "The

Anatomizing ofWilliam Shakespeare." Francis Park-

man contributes an essay upon "Wolfe on the Plains

of Abraham." Prof. E. P. Evans has a curiously

interesting article on "Mediæval and Modern Punish-

ment." Herbert Tuttle has a timely Paper on "The

Despotism of Party." E. W. Sturdy writes of "The

Volcanic Eruption of Krakatoa. " Eleanor Putnam

describes "Old Salem Shops." Charles E. Pascoe tells

"The Story of the English Magazines." Miss C. F.

Gordon Cumming relates "A Legend of Inverawe."

An anonymous writer describes the "Lakes of Upper

Italy." There are poems byLucy Larcom, Mrs. Julia

C. R. Dorr, and Paul H. Hayne.

THE opening article in the September number of

the Catholic Review is " Contemporaneous China," by

Alfred M. Cotte, which is followed by "My Staff of

Age," byAlfred M. Williams; "Philista," by Maurice

F. Egan; " Unitarian Belief," by H. L. Richards;

"Solitary Island, Chap. V.-VIII .," by Rev. J. Tal-

bot Smith; "With the Carlists," by John Augustus

O'Shea; "The Oratory in London," by Mrs. Charles

Kent; "Katharine, Chaps . X.-XII . , " by E. G. Martin;

and "The Liquefaction of the Blood of St. Janua-

rius ," by L. B. Binsse.

THE Unitarian Review for August is an interesting

number. The leading articles are "Ezra Abbot,

D.D., LL.D. ," by Prof. Joseph Henry Thayer; "The

Prolegomena to Tischendorf's New Testament," by

Rev. A. P. Peabody; " Personality in Theism," by

Rev. B. R. Bulkley; and "Education of Women in

France," by D. Charruaud.

BELVIDERE SEMINARY.

The plan of an Industrial School which was sent by the

Misses Bush, of Belvidere Seminary, New Jersey, to the

'widow of Wendell Phillips, has received her approval and

permission to name the institution, when established, the

WendellPhillips Memorial Industrial School.

The plan has also been highly commended by some of
the most eminent educators in this country, and active

measures are being taken to insure its success.

Itsoriginators respectfully solicit such aid and influence

in behalf of their enterprise as the friends of Wendell

Phillips may be pleased to offer. They will confer person-

ally orby letter with any one interested in their plan, and

will very gratefully receive donations, in large or small

amounts, ofmoney, books, stationery, pictures, chemical

and philosophical apparatus, or charts and specimens

needed in the study of the Natural Sciences. All parties

responding in any way substantially to this call will be

considered founders ofthe institution.

Belvidere, Warren County, N.J.
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6.00

Famous Americans of Recent Times .... 2.00

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

tory Liquor Laws

The Social Law of Labor..

WEISS (JOHN). LifeandCorrespondence

4.50

WALKER (PROF. F. A.) . Wages

Money.

3.50

4.00

Money. Trade, and Industry.. 1.50

4.00

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6

vols . Illus... 10.00

1.25

1.50

4.00

1.50

1.50

2.00

3.00

Beyondthe Gates..

DoctorZay

1.50

1.50

.75 PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newlyengraved Likenesses ofSumner.

2vols..

Growth of Language

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works, with Portrait 2.00

WILSON (HENRY). Rise and Fall of the

1.50

6.00 Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols ....... 9.00

tions. 2 vols .

GatesAjar

6.00

1.50

1.50

of Theodore Parker

American Religion

The Immortal Life

Wit,Humor, and Shakespeare

1.25 WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

STALLO (J. B.). The Concepts andTheo-
2.00

ries of Modern Physics . 1.75-

25

2.00

Physical

1.00

Fragments of Science.

Hours of Exercise in the Alps..

.50

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00
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Fast Potato Digging Travels in Faith from
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TestTrial.

THE MONARCH POTATO DIGGER

Savesits cost yearly, FIVE TIMES

OVER, to every farmer. Guar

anteed toDig Six Hundred

Bushels aDay!

Agents
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Write postal card for FREE elegantly

illustrated Catalogue, in Six Brilliant Colors,

that cost us $2000 to publish.

206 State St. ,

Monarch ManufacturingCo., CHICAGO,ILL.

J. HART & CO.,
BANKERS,

Doylestown, Pa.

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points in Europe. Agency

for the American Line of Steamers .

2,000

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-

called "Twelve Great Pictures of the World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI ;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;

Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; AS-

sumption of the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans-

figuration , RAPHAEL; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL; HolyNight, CORREGGIO ; Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS ; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.10; or

any one or more at 20 cts . each (with Cata-

logue when desired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee,Wis.

THE

Tradition to Reason.

By ROBERT C. ADAMS .

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.

WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS

The 32d School Year of this Family and

Day School for Boys and Girls will begin
Sept. 17, 1884. For catalogue address

NATH'L T. ALLEN, West Newton, Mass.

Robert G. Ingersoll's Writings.

Ve

Only authorized editions .

Vol. I.-THE GODS, and Other

Contents: "The Gods,"Lectures .

"Humboldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individ-

uality," "Heretics and Heresies." 12mo,

253 pages. Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

and Other

Cornell UnivLib The Ghosts,"

Woman, and

31874F of Independ-
ence, "About Farming in Illinois,"

"The Grant Banquet Toast," "The Past

rises before me like aDream," "Tribute

Man --- Whence and Whither ?

By RICHARD B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.B.

Price $1.00.

For sale at THE INDEX office .

THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT :

Its Philosophical Basis ; Its Gen.

ALL ODDS

THEBESTEQUIPPED
RAILROAD IN THE WORLD.

Let it be forever remembered that the

eralAims;Its Relation to Chris Chicago & North-Western
tianity , Unitarianism, and Free

Religion. RAILWAY

THREE ADDRESSES BEFORE THE FREE RE- is the best and shortest route to and from
LIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, BOSTON, MAY 30,

by Messrs. W. M. SALTER, W. L.

SHELDON, and S. B. WESTON.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price15 cents .

EVOLUTION IN ITS RELATIONS

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

that it is preferred by all well-posted trav-

ellers when passing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

TO EVANGELICAL RELIG- It also operates the best route and the short
ION. Addresses of B. F. UNDERWOOD,

Prof. P. A. CHADBOURNE, and Prof.ASA

GRAY at a meeting of the "Evangelical

line between

Alliance"held inBoston, Sept. 10, 1882. Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapolis.
5cts.

NATURALISM Vs. SUPERNAT- Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison,

URALISM. By B. F. UNDERWOOD. Fort Howard (Green Bay), Wis . , Winona,
10 cts.

WHAT KIND OF MORALITY

DID JESUS AND THE APOS.

TLES TEACH? By F. M. HOL

LAND. 5 cts.

toRev.Alexander,Clark," "Tribute to GOD OR THE GALILEAN? By
Ebon C. 12mo, 243 pages.

Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. III.-SOME MISTAKES OF

MOSES. 12mo, 278 pages. Cloth, $1.25;

paper, 50 cents .

Vol. IV.-INGERSOLL ON TAL-
MAGIAN THEOLOGY. (New.)

443 pages . Cloth, gilt top, $2.00; plain

cloth, $1.25; paper 50 cents.

WHAT MUST WE DO то вE

SAVED ? 89 pages, 12mo. Paper, 25
cents.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, A

series of articles on the Christian Relig-

ion , by Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, Judge

JEREMIAH S. BLACK, and Prof. GEORGE
P. FISHER. The only complete and au-

thorized edition. One volume, 8vo, 143

pages. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents .

VINDICATION OF THOMAS

PAINE, from the attacks of the

FELIX L. OSWALD. 5 cts.

THE SCIENTIFIC AND META-
PHYSICAL METHODS

IN
PHILOSOPHY. By LEWIS G.

JANES. 5 cts .

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY.

By WILLIAM FREY. 15 cts .

AN AGNOSTIC VIEW OF THE

DOCTRINE OF VICARIOUS

ATONEMENT. By W. H. SPENCER,

5cts.

AGNOSTICISM AND RELIGION.

By W. H. SPENCER. 5 cts.

Boston, Mass.

Owatonna, Mankato, Minn. , Cedar Rapids,

Des Moines, Webster City, Algona, Clinton,
Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin, Rock-

ford, Ill. , are among its eight hundred local
stations on its lines.

Among a few of the numerous of

superiority enjoyedby theparents
road are its Day Coaches, which are the

finest that human art and ingenuity can
create ; its Palatial Sleeping Cars,
which are models of comfort and elegance;

its Palace Drawing Room Cars ,

which are unsurpassed by any; and its
widely celebrated

NORTH -WESTERN DINING CARS,

the like of which are not run by any other

road anywhere. In short, it is asserted that

it is the best equipped road in the

world.

All points of interest North, North-west,

Address THE INDEX, 44 Boylston Street, and West of Chicago, business centres,

The Secret of the East ;
OR,

summer resorts, and noted hunting and

fishing grounds, are accessible by the vari-

ous branches of this road.

It owns and controls over five thousand

miles of road, and has over four hundred

passenger conductors constantly caring for

NewYork Observer. By ROBERT G. The Origin of the Christian Religion its millions of patrons.
INGERSOLL. Paper, 25 cents.

Just Published :

Ingersoll's Lectures Complete.
In one superb volume, 1306 pages, octavo,

half calf, gilt, mottled edges. Price, post-

Woman Question in Europe, paid, $5.00.

A Series of Original Essays.

Edited by THEODORE STANTON, Μ.Α.

With an Introduction by FRANCES

POWER COвве.

Large Octavo, Cloth Extra, $3.50.

Chapter

CONTENTS.

I. ENGLAND.

I. THE WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE MOVE-

MENT. By Millicent Garrett

Fawcett.

II. THE WOMEN'S EDUCATIONAL

MOVEMENT. By Maria G.

Grey.

III. WOMEN INMEDICINE. By Fran-
ces E. Hoggan, M.D.

IV. THE INDUSTRIAL MOVEMENT.

By Jessie Boucherett.

V. WOMEN AS PHILANTHROPISTS.

By Henrietta O. Barnett.

II. GERMANY.

I. A GENERAL REVIEW OF THE

WOMEN'S MOVEMENT INGER-

MANY, By Anna Schepeler-

Lette and Jenny Hirsch.

II . THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

GERMAN WOMEN. By Marie

Calm.

III . HOLLAND. By Elise van Calcar.

IV . AUSTRIA. By Johanna Leiten-

berger.

V. NORWAY. By Camilla Collett.

VI. SWEDEN. By Rosalie Ulrica Olive-

VII. DENMARK. By Kirstine

crona.

eriksen.

VIII. FRANCE. By the Editor.

IX. ITALY.

and the Significance of its

Rise and Decline.

By FELIX L. OSWALD, M.D.

Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1.00 .

"Thework covers agreat amount of crit-
ical and historical ground independently of

the Buddhistic analogies; it is in fact a vig-

orous, uncompromising outline of Christian

history, with all the weakness and wicked-

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL

RIGHTS MASS MEETING, held

at Lincoln Hall, Washington, D.C.. Octo- ness mercilessly dragged into daylight....

ber 22, 1883. Containing the speeches of

Hon. FREDERICK DOUGLASS and Col.

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Large size, oc-

tavo. Paper, price 15 cents.

PROSE - POEMS AND SELEC-

TIONS from the writings and sayings|
of Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Embel-

lished with a steel-engraved portrait of

the author. Beautifully printed on ele-

gant white paper, and in every way a

splendidbook for thecentre table. Price
$2.50.

The case against the Christian Church is a

marvellously strong one. The superstitions

and miseries of mediævalism, the woes,

tortures , burnings, rackings, and brutalities

accomplished in the name of Christianity,

are set in blackest array. The Nature-wor-

ship of the paganGreeks and Romans is set
in contrast. Nor is Dr. Oswald very gener-

ous in admission of improvement in con-

temporary Christianity. To him, it is a
hurtful supernaturalism, impeding science,

diffusing pessimism, promoting hypocrisy,
and repressing the physical nature. His

book is remarkably well written, brilliantly
concise in style, and, aside from its special

For sale at THE INDEX office, 44 Boylston theories, of considerable scientific and his-

Street,Boston. toric value."-Boston Evening Transcript.

THE PROBLEM OF POVERTY.

ALecture delivered before the Society

for Ethical Culture of Chicago. For

sale at THE INDEX office. Price 10 cts.

THE ABSENCE OF DESIGN IN

NATURE. By Prof. H. D. GARRISON.

A Lecture delivered before the Philo-

sophical Society of Chicago. Price 10

cts . For sale at THE INDEX office .

Sentby mail, postpaid, on receipt of price

by the INDEX ASSOCIATION, 44 Boylston
Street, Boston, Mass.

Ask your ticket agent for tickets via this
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ticket agents sell them. It costs no moreto

travel on this route that gives first-class ac-
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For maps, descriptive circulars, and sum-
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to the
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THE Catholic Review invites the attention of

Irishmento "the presentremarkable and edifying

spectacle of two great parties struggling for pre-

cedence in the honor of kissing Pat's Hibernian

andPapal great toe."

ACCORDING to a London paper, a man at West

Somerset, Eng., broke his neck while drunk not

long ago. It happened that his grandfather did

the same thing, and the intelligent coroner's jury

brought in a verdict of "Died by the hereditary

visitation of God."

LAST week, Gov. Murray, of Utah, sent a caus-

tic note to Gov. Bate, of Tennessee, saying : "The

despatches indicate thatyou are exerting yourself

to vindicate the laws in the matter of the murder

of the Mormon missionaries in Tennessee. I

thank you for this action. Charges of preaching

polygamydo not excuse murder. I trust that you

may bring the guilty to punishment, thereby pre-

venting such lawlessness in Tennessee or elsewhere.

Lawlessness in Tennessee and Utah is alike repre-

hensible; but the murdered Mormon agents in

Tennessee were sent from here as agents, and have

been sent for years. I submit that, as Tennessee

representatives in Congress are, to say the least,

indifferent to the punishment of offenders against

the national law in Utah, it is a cowardly outrage

for their constituents to kill emigration agents sent

there from here."

In one of her letters to the Chicago Inter- Ocean,

LilianWhiting goes into raptures over "the wild,

picturesque loveliness of the Maine coast" : "What

can words do to tell you about that day as we

sailed the Vesuvian Bay? Was it fair Ischia smil-

ing before us ? But we need go to no foreign

waters for our poetry and romance. The wild,

picturesque loveliness of the Maine coast still

animates her poets and her prophets. She is

supreme in her marvellous and magical enchant-

ment. Poet and artist of yet unborn generations

shall draw their inspirations from her grandeur;

the novelist shall set it in romantic story; the

statesman shall cherish her noble courage and en-

deavor; the scholar shall preserve her record ; the

moralist shall point with pride to her loyalty to

grand ideals; the nation shall treasure this, its

Pine Tree State, its hundred-harbored Maine !"

A COMMUNICATION in the Medium and Day-

break, an English spiritualist paper, conveys the

impression that cats bear us company in the

spirit land : " A much loved daughter of mine

(Laura), who passed away last April, was very

fond of domestic animals, and had a favorite

black cat. A few nights ago, a good clairvoyant

medium visited us, and after a while said : ' I see

Laura sitting in her usual place. She has a

black cat in her arms: she is pointing down the

garden. What does it mean ? ' We then told

our friend that the cat had not been seen since

thedayof the funeral, andwe should like to know

whathadbecome of it. Our friend then said, 'She

still points down there, and I think she wants to

say it is somewhere next door ' (which has been

empty some time)." Afew days subsequently, the

"remains" of the cat were found at the place

indicated by the spirit.

THE following is from an editorial in the Medi-

cal Record, which takes a view at once charitable

and sensible of the case of the survivors at Cape

Sabine, who, when found, it will be remembered,

were reduced by famine, cold, and exhaustion to a

state of mental collapse: "Is cannibalism ever

justifiable ? Was it justifiable at Cape Sabine ?

Every right-minded person will, we think, say,

'Yes!' If the question of irresponsibility is settled

in the affirmative, then all discussion of the moral

aspect of cannibalism is foreclosed : there can be

no immorality in the case. If any or all of this

band of devoted heroes, who so barely escaped

being martyrs to science, were saved by eating the

dead bodies of their comrades, with a deliberate

suppression of an irrational sentimentality, and

not without due reverence for the dead, we say

thatwe regard the act under the circumstances as

justifiable. We believe that no pretence has ever

been made that those men murdered any of their

companions for such a purpose. That we have

not misrepresented the terrible state of mental

dilapidation of the party at the time they were

found is apparent from all the testimony."

A SLUGGING exhibition was recently given in

this city"as a testimonial to Councilman Denney."

From the Boston Herald, we learn that "in the

audience were sporting men from all the Eastern

States. Boston's city government was well repre-

sented." ... Mike Gillespie, of Philadelphia, and

Walter Ramsey jumped into the ring at eight

o'clock, followed by Billy Mahoney and Tom

Delay. Time was called by Mahoney,who acted

as referee ; and the men went to work, and gave a

fair exhibition.... Sweeny got blood in the first

round. In the next round, Collins went for

Sweeny like a battering ram, andpounded him all

over the stage and through the ropes. Sweeny

was ready to fall down, when time was called. In

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

the next and wind-up, Collins mauled Sweeny

right and left, but in mercy did not knock him

out, as he could easily havedone.... When Billy

Mahoney introduced Sullivan as the 'champion of

the world,' a perfect thunder of applause rolled

up from the audience.... In the first round, Mc-

Caffery drew the 'claret' from Sullivan's nose....

The last set-to was between the beneficiary,

Thomas J. Denney and John L. Sullivan. Den-

ney, upon his appearance, was warmly greeted.

Hewas presented with an enormous triple-headed

stand of flowers by Councilman Rosnosky, in be-

half of the members of the city government. Sul-

livan returned thanks to the city government for

thepresent, and the audience for their attendance.

The bouts followed, Denney making a good show-

ing." This exhibition, which occurred in Boston

"in the year of our Lord 1884," is but one of the

many indications of increasing ruffianism in this

city, which the intellectual and educated classes

living at their ease and standing aloof from prac-

tical affairs-with some noble exceptions, we ad-

mit-are doing but little to check.

THE strangling of a murderer in Brooklyn, to

the great horror of all who witnessed or even read

of the execution, was the occasion of an editorial

in the New York Tribune, from which the follow-

ing is an extract : "If it is desirable that the inflic-

tion of capital punishment should be terrifying,

then there ought to be systematic arrangements to

that end. In such case, the old method ofdrawing

and quartering might be revived; or we might

torture our criminals slowly at the stake, as the In-

dians, our predecessors, used to do. Indeed there

are many ways by which the infliction of capital

punishment could be rendered more terrifying, if

that is really the wish and desire of the public.

On the other hand, if the American people have

ceased to believe that mere rigor and cruelty are

deterrents ; if they have come to believe that the

protection of society is the only justification for

taking human lifeby legal process, and that, when

society deems such taking of life necessary, it is

bound to perform the disagreeable duty as swiftly

and painlessly as possible, then beyond doubt

society is under obligation to see to it that capital

punishment is not lingering torture." The Trib-

une thinks that the guillotine is, except in one

respect that it mutilates the body and sheds the

blood, the ideal instrument of justice. But sci-

ence, it says, can provide us with a number of

expeditious, neat, and non-disfiguring homicidal

methods by which the death of the murderer would

be instantaneous, and into which neither the hor-

rible nor the grotesque would enter, which, while

itwould be freed from the horrible accessories of

the gallows, would impress upon the public the

one important thing, the swift and sudden de-

privation of life under circumstances of decorum

and quiet. Such achange, it thinks, is demanded

"in the name and interests of civilization." In

the justice andwisdom of this statement, we fully

concur. If the infliction of capital punishment is

to continue, let the method be at least as decent as

possible.
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COUNTRY .RELIGION.

There is, of course, no difference in essence be-

tween religion in the country and religion in the

city. It might be supposed a priori that people

living in the country would keep closer to natural

ideas of religion-that they might retain, in fact,

more of the elements of nature-worship in primi-

tive form-than do dwellers in cities. But, in

general, so far as our observation goes, average

country people have about as little regard for

nature as city people. Families are born and grow

up in the midst of the grandest natural scenery

unmoved by it. Familiarity with nature,perhaps,

breeds something like contempt for it,-unless

therebe, as now and then there is, an outcropping

Sunday, they yet do not draw the people. The

pews are empty, the financial receipts small. The

few devout souls, mostly women, who undertake

the task of seeing that the minister's salary is

paid, find the burden a heavy one, even with the

help of donation parties and picnics. The ma-

jority of the people stay at home on Sunday.

They get rest and change,but little other benefit

from the day.

In the little town from which we now write

there are but two churches. But even these are

too many for the small and sparse population,-

only about three hundred persons, all told. One

of these churches is Orthodox Congregational,-

lineal descendant of the old Puritan stock. But

theblood appears to have died out, and there is no

Orthodox society left that is strong enough to

of the poetic faculty in the midst of rusticity. | maintain services. The use of the meeting-house

People in the country, too, are apt to catch city

ideas and fashions, and try to imitate them as far

as they can in their different circumstances.

This attempt at imitation shows itself even in

religious customs. If the city church has an organ

and a paid choir,the country church must at least

have a melodeon and a volunteer quartette, instead

of the old way of the whole congregation singing

under the lead of a precentor. If the city church

has a fair to get funds for its organ, the country

church must have a picnic to secure the more

modest sum for its melodeon. Anumber of years

ago, a new railroad crossing brought a little New

England country meeting-house in the neighbor-

hood of a promised village. The little meeting-

house had previously been lighted for evening

services by tallow candles in tin candlesticks, and

ithadbeen customary to give notice of an evening

service by saying, in the primitive New England

phrase, that it would begin "at early candle-light."

The congregation marked the epoch of its pro-

spective rise in the world, on account of the rail-

road, by discarding tallow candles and procuring

a chandelier for oil lamps ; and the next Sunday

the minister announced that the evening service

would begin "at early chandelier-light." So, at

unequal steps, the fashions of religion in the

country have followed those in the city. There

have been essentially the same doctrines, the same

divisions in respect to doctrine, and the same arti-

ficialness in forms and methods.

is accordingly given to the Second-Advent people,

who onlyhave occasional services, which some of

the old Orthodox society attend, chiefly from the

habit of going to their old pews when the meeting-

house doors are open. The other church is Meth-

odist, and is preached in every Sunday morning

by an itinerant clergyman of that denomination,

who lives in another town twelve miles off and

preaches on Sunday afternoons in a third town,

and thus has to ride twenty-six miles every Sunday

to take care of his scattered flocks, small as they

are. In the church here, he has to lead the sing-

ing, and even do most of it himself as well as

preach. The few who attend his ministrations

evidently do it because they think it is the proper

thing to go to church on Sunday, and not because

of any benefit his services give them. Aworthy

man, it is fortunate for his livelihood that he fol-

lows another profession, dentistry, between the

Sundays. Of the seventy or eighty families in

this town, not more than twelve or fifteen appear,

on the average, to be represented on Sunday in

any church. And this is but a sample of the

religious condition of things in a large number of

country towns.

Is there any prospect of an institution arising to

take the place of these dying and defunct country

churches,-an institution based on modern de-

mands, but standing to people in the country in

the position occupied by the old parish church in

New England, when the town and parish were

one? The present prospect of such an institu-

tion, it must be admitted, is slight. It cannot

come from the old Orthodoxy in any of its forms .

For it was the dogmatic preaching of its doc-

trines that brought the divisions and consequent

But the result to country churches has been

quite different from the result in cities. In large

centres of population, the churches can afford to

divide by the line of doctrines or rites or ecclesi-

astical administration, and still exist, however

deleterious the division maybe in other respects. | enfeeblement; and now, too, these country peo-

Possibly, the competition mayeven increase their

activities ; and there are people and wealth enough

to support them all. But, in the country towns,

this division has been a source of weakness and of

the gradual decay of the church both in influence

and respectability. So far as the church has

upheld bigotry and superstition and opposed prog-

ress, this of course is a result to be only welcomed.

Yet it may be doubted whether, in ourNewEng-

land country towns at least, anything has yet

come or is in prospect for taking the place of the

old parish church, with all its deficiences, as a

stimulus to the thinking faculty and for a certain

social and humanizing influence which it had, and,

more than all, for a certain robust vigor which,

when at its best, it imparted to character. At

present, in large numbers of country towns, the

question is, What is to become of the churches ?

There are too manyof them to exist together; and

none of them seems to be strong enough to sur-

vive or so prepared to meet moderndemands as to

draw the sustenance of the others to its own sup-

port. If they keep up the forms of service on

ple, though theyhave not been reading the mod-

ern theological books, yet have passed the point

of intellectual interest in the old theological ques-

tions. Nor will the de ired reformation come

from the so-calledNew Orthodoxy: it is too subtle

and vague for common-sense farmers and their

practical wives. Unitarianism and Universalism,

as at present generally administered, do not stand

anybetter chance. They represent old doctrinal

issues, of which not a little traditional bitterness

survives, though the issues themselves may be

practically dead. The country churches, too, of

these liberal denominations, are apt to be as weak

as any in the ecclesiastical group.

We should like to see a genuine, earnest, non-

sectarian, comprehensive Liberalism try its hand at

the problem. We see no other ground on which

the necessary conditions of unity and co-operation

could be secured. Of course, it must be a construc-

tive Liberalism. It must have passed beyond the

stage of ridicule of the absurdities of the Bible.

It must find something else to do than to denounce

the old theological dogmas or to announce any new

anti-dogmas of its own. While recognizing the

right of the freest inquiry and the importance of

correct views, it must be practically agnostic ; that

is, not insist onmaking any set of views a basis of

union. Its primary and controlling purpose would

be moral, mental, and social culture,-spiritual cult-

ure, indeed, in the sense of subordinating man's

lower faculties to his higher. And, to this end, it

would institute methods adapted to the conditions

of a country population, such as reading clubs

and a good circulating library, popular scientific

and sanitary lectures, social meetings for recrea-

tion andhome culture,district organization for the

improvement of the schools and for any benevo-

lent work needed; these in addition to the more

specially moral and spiritual agency of the Sunday

service and school.

Butwe are not sure that Liberalism will ever

be able to solve the problem. To do it, it must

have more zeal and agood deal more constructive

ability than it has yet shown. But we should

like to see some earnest young man(orwoman),

thoroughly infused with liberal ideas, ready to

labor hard and to sacrifice a good deal for them,

having a clear head and a genius for moral and

social work, start out on the lines indicated above,

in a field such as is presented in acountry town

like this, and see what might be accomplished.

Possibly,he might fail, because of the ghosts of

old theological creeds not yet laid. But we are

sure that that one of the churches which shall first

and most effectively take hold of this kind of work

will prove itself the fittest, and willsurvive. Yet,

meantime, an earnest Liberalism, though itself

failing, might show the country churches the way

where a new life and success are to be found.

Wм. Ј. РоOTTER.

JUDAISM.

I.

The Jews are an interesting race,deserving of

study and contrast with other civilizations, because

for eighteen centuries theyhave been only a people

deprived of nationality; and yet their individ-

uality asserts itself in commerce, literature, and

science in every quarter of the globe, and probably

in every nationality.

No people deprived of nationality could attain

to these proportions, as a race, unless possessed of

some inherent force of character entering into and

guiding the career of each individual. What has

been this all-permeating influence? Is it patriot-

ism? While they loved their country with an in-

tensity which induced them to sacrifice blood and

treasure with a desperation so sublime that we can-

not withhold our admiration for an infatuation of

bravery in ahopeless struggle for freedom from the

yoke of the oppressor, which is the highest type of

patriotism, it will hardly do to accord patriotism or

love of country to a denationalized people, as they

are at present. It cannot be patriotism, in the

sense of that word as generally applied,which sus-

tains the Jews in a civilization and culture which

enables them to enter into successful competition

with the most enlightened peoples of the world. It

may be said to be the poetry of patriotism, begot-

ten of veneration, kept alive by intelligence, the

result of education ; for the Jews have never de-

serted the traditions of their fathers, but ever

holdup to their children the glories of Zion, taught

to them by their mothers in their own vernacular.

And until this century a Jewunable to read the

Pentateuch in Hebrew must have been the victim

of suffering which precluded the possibility of ap-

proach from his brethren, because, among the

other virtues of the Jews, they have a sort of free
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masonry, so sacred that they dare not resist its

influence, but aid and assist each other under all

circumstances. Theypay their taxes* to support

the churches, as we all do, and to keep up the

poor-houses ; but, go from Saco inMaine to Sacra-

mento in California, no Jew is an inmate, unless

he be so imbecile as to have forgotten the shib-

boleth, orperhaps it maybe that individuals can

become so debased that humanity is not called

upon to respond to their distress,but it becomes

theduty of humanity to leave them to their fate.

I doubt, however, whether a Jew dare desert a

brother Jew, under any circumstances; and this

goes a great way toward accounting for their

prosperity, because each one always has a chance

tobeself-supporting.

It would be impossible to review Judaism in the

alloted space, in the sense of giving a history of

those people; and there is no intention to contem-

plate them except in the attribute they present at

this time, under such adverse influences bearing

upon them for the past eighteen centuries.

wisdom of the centuries, as securely guarded from| claimed the Jews as outcasts, and as such they

the people as treasure is now secured in safety

vaults. Nothingwhich could convey to the minds

of thepeople the sayings of wisdom and messages

of philanthropy that emanated from sages for all

timewas permitted to escape, for fear the knowl-

edge would open their eyes to a sense that they

were human beings, possessed of a right to live

for themselves and humanity; but, all the while,

the undivided effort of priests and rulers was ex-

ercised to debase and degrade humanity, so that

men would be willing slaves,mere beasts of bur-

den. Precisely how these secrets of the temple

were extracted from their hiding-place is not

known. It mayhave been the doings of one man,

asmany think it was; and it resulted in establish-

ing the systemknown as Christianity,-a system of

no spontaneous growth, emanating in the brain or

brains of no man or men then living, but it was

a gradual systematizing and bringing together the

best teachings which the world had ever known.

The sages of Greece, Persia, India, and China, con-

tributed their messages, which each separately

or in a perfected combination of excellence of

thought taughtman to see himself as a man in the

fulness of the rights of humanity. At first, this

knowledge was intoxicating, leading to every ex-

cess of fanaticism.

Eighteen hundred years ago, Pagan Rome was

themightyconqueror of the nations that accepted

her yoke with marvellous complacency, most of

themPagans like herself, andRomewas not exact-

ing upon questions of sentiment or superstition.

Herconquered colonies were indulged inany local

prejudices in regard to their gods, and even in

their modes of government, provided they paid

tributepunctuallyandrespondedwhen called upon

for men to fight her battles. It was not a great

hardship for Pagans to submit to subjugation to

a power ever ready to protect her subjects on the

least provocation; but, with the Jews, itwas entirely

different. Theyhad been an arrogant nation, guilty

of treacheries and the excessive use of power

equal to any great government which had ever

existed; andtheir contempt for Pagan nations and

Pagan people was so intense as to be a principle.

Their Roman conquerors were not a cultivated

people, as the ancient Grecians were who had at-

tained to a degree of culture not yet equalledby

any nation. But, now, Greece had fallen from her

high estate as the result of internal strife, which

had made her aneasyprey to the vigorous energy

of the youthful state of Rome,whichcould claim

nationality only as far back as between seven and

eight hundred years ; but, from the start, conquest

and successful subjugationwas her career, and to

annex and absorb other nations her destiny. The

hardy warrior was the venerated citizen, and war

and strife the national occupation, leaving little

opportunity for culture and refinement.

What of cultivated intelligence existed in Eu-

rope and Western Asia centred in the Jews, far

below the culture of ancient Greece,but sufficient

to make the contrast between ignorance and edu-

cation.

Couldaproud and haughtynationbe ingreater

humiliation than the Jews were, under the Roman

yoke ? They could not endure it, but struggled

with such desperation that Rome was compelled

to make Palestine a camp of soldiers and gover-

nors were so surrounded bydangers that fear pos-

sessed them; and they became, that monster of all

that is horrible, cowardly tyrants, surrounded at
all times by minions to do their deeds of vengeance,

sometimes in the mere wantonness of power to

carry terror and a sense of hopeless subjugation .

Just when the oppression was at its height, an

event occurred which was the forerunner of catas-

trophe to the Jews. The secrets of the temple
leaked out, and were thrown broadcast among

the people. These secrets of the temple were the

records of intelligence, the accumulation of the

*Church property released from taxation is an unjust
burdenupontax-payers.-J. F.W.

Mankind had been so completely enslaved and

bornedown by oppression that life was of no ac-

count: they threw it away for the gratification of

proclaimingto their fellow-men the new knowledge.

Boldly todenounce oppressors ofhumanitywas the

highest virtue; and, when it invited martyrdom,

hundreds rushed inwillingly to give up their lives

that their fellow-men might know the rights of

man; and thus was Christianity inaugurated, the

result of the bursting of fetters upon the mind

andbody which had been strained beyond the limit

of continued tension. The attendant commotion

brought calamity to the Jews, who saw in each bold

declaimer a hope that he was their leader, under

whom they would successfully drive the invader

from their midst. They had become so desperate

that they fought with bravery, intensified by frenzy,

until, after slaughter upon slaughter, Romebecame

convinced that subjugation was impossible; and,

in her power, she attempted to extirpate the Jew-

ish race, and she destroyed Jerusalem, and the

people were compelled to wander forth in every

direction .

It is amazing that the intention to annihilate

Judaism, as a civilization,did not succeed; but we
see them to-day, a distinct people, exercising the

influence of their civilization as positively as the

most prosperous nations. It is wonderful to con-

template how itwas possible that under such ad-

verse circumstances the sacredness of the family

tie is preserved; but it is, and no civilization can

present the evidence of enlightenment andculture

more beautifully developed than in aJewish home.

Nowhere can be found a stronger attachment

between the members of the family nor a more

gentle affection toward each other; and this has

been preserved during privations and sufferings

which would justify any race to give up its iden-

tity and cease todemand recognitionof its civili-
zation. But the civilization of Judaism demands

and commands respect throughout the world; and

this result exists in spite of every force possible to

be brought against it, from the most powerful

governments withdrawingall protection andorigi-

nating the worst prejudices which couldbe in-
vented to the caricaturist and the writer of drama

and fiction .

The Romans evinced nomagnanimity, for they

keenly felt a humiliation that a race existed which

they could not subdue. They everywhere pro-

went forth upon the face of the earth. Excess,

profusion, and waste prevailed among all the na-

tions; and the Jews more than subsisted on this

improvidence. Theyprosperedin themannerwhich

always results from superior intelligence, when

brought into contact with ignorance; for learning

was despised even to the extent that a scholar was

treated with ignominy by both sexes. Animal

meat was consumed to an enormous extent, but

the skins were thrown away; and the Jews turned

these to commercial account, which explains the

fact that they are to this day largely engaged in

the fur trade, to the extent that they control the

market in some large centres.

In the same way, the explanation of the fact

that they are financiers becomes simple, because

extravagance often compelled the necessity for a

loan; and the thriftyJewwas always ready to meet

the demand upon good security, sometimes result-

ing incalamity to himself, as in the case of Isaac

of York who made an advance to the crown, result-

ing in the discovery of the fact that the Jews of

York held mortgages to such an extent that the

landwould soon be theirs, and the cry went up of

unbelieving Jew usurers, creating an excitement

which ended in a massacre of the Jews. Andwe

cannot suppress a suspicion that it was instigated

by the king, in order to settle the claims by getting

rid of the mortgagees and their heirs at one blow,

causing the incumbrances to revert to the crown.

In more recent years, such assistance has received

amoregenerous acknowledgment.

About fortyyears ago, Hamburg was devastated

by a fire, unparalleled previously to the Chicago

conflagration; and Solomon Heine wenton 'change

and took the responsibility that no paper should

go to protest, and reduced the rates for money,

when he could have made enormous sums by tak-

ing advantage of the situation. And Sir Moses

Montefiore, who will be one hundred years old in

a few months, has lived so long thathe sees one of

the most beneficent acts ever known stand a record

ofhistory.

Jews were held in bondagebythe Algerines in

Northern Africa, and Sir Moses determined to re-

lease them by indemnification; but his bounty

extended to all nationalities, and through his efforts

there was a combined action of the nations, result-

ing in the suppression ofAlgerian pirates.

J. F. WETMORE.

MYTHOLOGY.

VII.

I am strongly tempted todwell a few moments

longer upon the topic touched upon in former

articles on mythology (see particularly Index of

May 15), the mythological survivals that are

still to be seen in the current thought and expres-

sion in society.

Allusion has been made to the belief in wraiths

and fetches, the appearance under some circum-

stances of the apparitional presence or " spirit " of

the departed. This impression is so widely preva-

lent it may be termed almost universal. There
are few indeed who do not share it in greater or

less degree. Spiritualism, so termed, is a con-

spicuous example of it under one form. And the

votaries of this faith are probably to be numbered

in this countryand in Europe by manymillions.

It is not anew doctrine: ithas had numerous be-
lievers in mediæval and in ancient time. As we

have it, it appears a renewal or revival of what,

in some degree forgotten, has been familiar in the

experience ofmankind for untold ages.

Akind of planchette, it would seem from the
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! accounts, was known in Europe in the seventeenth

century. Spirit-rapping has been known all over

the world. Dayaks in Borneo, Siamese and Sing-

halese agree with the Esthonians in holding full

faith in it. Germans believe in the Poltergeist,

whoknocks and routs about the house in the night,

an old and familiar character in European folk-

lore. In Swabia and Franconia, knockings are

always expected on Anklöpferleins-Nächte, i.e.,

"Little Knocker's Nights." Welsh miners get the

" knocks " under ground, as they think, pointing

out the places where are the veins of gold and

silver.

The Chinese have spirit-writing, and get com-

munications from a god, through a professional

medium by inscriptions wrought with a pencil on

a tray of dry sand. Among the Mandan Indians,

a widow will thoroughly believe and insist that

she meets and holds converse by the hour with her

deceased husband. Indeed, with rude races, gen-

erally, the view is held most literally true, which is

stated by Milton :-

"Millions of spiritual creatures walk the earth ,

Unseen,both when we wake and when we sleep."

Only, with those on the lower grades, thebelief is

that the spirits are seen, that the apparitional

presence is cognized and apprehended strictly by

the senses.

Oneof the most remarkable instances on record

of the return of the spirits from the world of the

dead is given in an account of the Nicene Council,

early in the fourth century. Two bishops, it

seems, died during the sessions of the council.

The acts of the fathers were duly adopted and

witnessed, but the signatures of the dead bishops

of course were lacking. So the documents were

brought to the tomb where they were buried, left

there over night, and, lo! in the morning, it was

found that they were duly signed and certified by

the hands of the dead, as follows : "We, Chrys-

anthus and Mysonius, consenting with all the

fathers in the holy first and ecumenical Nicene

Synod, although translated from the body, have

also signed the volume with our own hands." It

is pleasant to know that we have the doctrines of

the Nicene Creed, decrees for the homoousion of the

Son, and the condemnation of Arius attested from

so lofty and infallible a source !

In our own time, Baron de Guldenstubbé has

written a book in which he has brought forward

many alleged facts to show that the spirits of the

dead hover about their old homes, and manifest

themselves by writing, etc. Louis XV. and Marie

Antoinette roam about the Trianon; and, if pieces

of blank paper be suitably placed, they will form

written characters upon them by electric currents.

Julius and Augustus Cæsar, Juvenal, St. Paul,

write their names to show that they are still inter-

ested in sublunary affairs, and are accessible to

the living. Héloïse at Pére-la-Chaise writes in

modern French to tell that she and Abelard are

united and happy. Guldenstubbé gives a mass of

fac-similes of these spirit-writings. Finally, Hip-

pocrates, the physician, gave to our author at his

lodgings a signature, which of itself cured a sharp

attack of rheumatism in a few minutes.

All this sounds much like what we hear and
witness in large measure in our own country. And

what is remarkable is that, the farther we go back

in the history of civilization, the ruder the condi-

tion we reach, the more of this thing comes to

view, namely, the belief in the appearance and

intervention of spirits from the world of the dead,

and the relation of the wonderful feats they per-

form. Introduce a North American Indian to a

spiritual séance in London, and, as Mr. Tylor well

says, he would see nothing there that is not famil.

iar to his savage philosophy, save the spelling and

writing; these belonging to a state of civilization

beyond his own.

The phenomena, as they are called, of Spiritual-

ism lie to be examined on their merits. They❘

should be explored dispassionately and with per-

fect candor, and doubtless they will some day be

illumined fully by science. The belief and em-

phasis upon the doctrine as wehave it to-day seem

much like a survival from the mythic dreams and

superstitions of savage andbarbaric ages.

There are multitudes, however, who have never

given formal acceptance to the theories of Spirit-

ualism, that yet believe in the appearance of the

spirits of the deceased or the dying under certain

circumstances. Mrs. Child relates in one of her

letters an account of the experience of Hannah

Adams in this sort, imparted to her many years

before by Miss Adams herself. Numerous stories

are on record, and very many more unrecorded,

current in the common speech, of the appearance

of the spirit, or phantom, of one about to depart,

to the eyes of some distant friend. Thus there is

an account given by an English ladyto Mr. Tylor,

who "saw, as it were, the form of some one laid

out," and at just about that time, as was ascer-

tained, a brother of hers died at Melbourne. She

told of another case known to herself of a lady

who saw, as she thought, the face of her own

father looking in at the church window. At that

very moment, he was dying in his own house.

Asimilar instance is reported in connection with

the name of George Smith, the celebrated Assyri-

ologist. This eminent scholar died on Aug. 19,

1876, at Aleppo, at or about six in the afternoon.

A friend and fellow-worker of his, Dr. Delitzsch ,

waswalking at the time, as it happened, near the

house in which Mr. Smith lived while in London.

Suddenly, he heard his own name uttered in "a

most piercing cry,"-a cry that, as the Daily News

says, Sept. 12, 1876, "chilled him to the marrow."

He was so impressed that he took out his watch

and noted carefully the hour, yet said nothing to

any one of it, but in due course heard of his

friend's decease at that very time. Many such

relations probably are current in all communities

in our own country. I know persons of much more

than usual intelligence and mental freedom who

put full faith in them, at least in some of them.

Communications from the world of spirits in

regard to one's future, especially in regard to

approaching death, are not seldom spoken of ; and

the belief in their actual occurrence is, if not

universal, quite general. I recall in early child-

hood to have heard of such an experience in the

life of a gentleman widely and favorably known

throughout the region of my home (Central New

York) for his devoted and very fervent piety. It

was said among my seniors, and appeared thor-

oughly believed by them, they were people of pro-

found religious earnestness, more than the ordinary

intelligence, and of sterling moral worth,-that

this man had had distinct communication through

vision from the spirit-world of the period of his

remaining life, the time, and perhaps the manner

of his death. He had seen the phantom or the

wraith that had told him this; and it came while

he was in health, and no such prospect apparent

before him as the vision indicated. A like thing

I remember was said and, if my impression is

right, published in regard to J. R. McDowall, the

prominent and well-known champion, some fifty

and more years ago, of "Moral Reform." Intima-

tion clear and distinct was given to him touching

his future, the months that he hadyet to live, and

especially the determinate time at which death

should come. The communication was through

apparition, or at least some phantom appearance.

Nor are such isolated or, in any sense, remote

cases. Like instances could be gleaned in con-

siderable numbers everywhere (outside the realm

called Spiritualism) from the beliefs and imagin-

ings current in the present.

What are such but cases of survival, coming

down from that state of mind that has been so

long prevailing in past ages, in which there has

been no close discriminationbetweenafancy and

a fact, a dream of the imagination and a truth of

the intelligence, no line drawn, or attempted to

be drawn, separating fiction and illusion from

reality and knowledge? Subjective and objective

were hopelessly mingled and confounded together,

a vivid subjective fancy taken into full confidence

as a solid and very practical reality of experience.

Few, indeed, there are among us, very few to-

day, who do not deem that at some times they

receive messages and monitions from the world of

the departed. None, perhaps, to whom the ceme-

terydoes not carry something stillof its drear and

ghastly associations, and bear, especially in the

night time, its spectral suggestions. Not only

must the schoolmaster be long abroad,but educa-

tion in all senses must be imparted and impressed,

best books, lectures, the preaching that shall be

teaching, musthave free course and win their con-

quests for generations to come,doubtless, ere the

last traces of superstition touching death and the

grave shall be extirpated.

The spirits are widely believed to have much

power for harm to those who remain behind in the

flesh. This is held universallywith rude races, and

it comes up into present civilization. In Austra-

lia, Sir George Greyused to see the bush around

the encampment dotted at night with little moving

points of fire,-firesticks carried by the old women

to guard the younger ones against invasions from

the malevolent ghosts. It is a Scandinavian cus-

tom to carry fire for such protection. The old

Norse colonists in Iceland bore fire around the

lands they intended to occupy, in order to expel

the evil spirits. Till a child is baptized, the fire

must never be let out, lest the trolls should steal

the amiant; and, when the mother goes to be

churched, a live coal must be thrown after her, for

protection from the fell spirits. In the Hebrides,

mother and child must have fire carried round

them, to keep the sprites from taking them. The

custom of the burning of candles in the Catholic

Church, and especially beside a corpse as it lies in

the home, has beyond question its origin in the

same belief. It is a survival. As is declared in

the Roman Ritual that, "lighted or placed wher-

ever these candles be, the powers of the shades

shall be compelled to depart; shall tremble, and

fear-stricken fly, with all their minions, fromwithin

those dwellings." In Russia, the watcher beside

a corpse is armed with a potent charm against

attack from it at midnight.

The dead are thought to draw after them the

living, and so not seldom do exert fatal effect on

household and friends. Facts sometimes come to

our knowledge in this sort, that astonish at the

depth and power still of that old superstition, even

in our own communities. In Chicago, a few years

since, Mr. Conway was credibly informed by a

physician there himself personally cognizant of

the fact that the body of a womanwho haddied

of consumption was taken from the grave, and the

lungs were burned, from a belief that she was

drawing after her into the grave some of her sur-

viving relatives.

Arewe not reminded perpetually of the pointed

monition of JohnRandolph in old days to the lady

who was sozealous and insistent in behalf of th

distant sufferers in the Morea,-"The Greeks

madam, the Greeks are at your own door" ?

CHARLES D. B. MILLS.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

MR. OLIVER JOHNSON's recent statements in re-

gard to William LloydGarrison's views of the Bible

have naturally enough surprised and perplexed

some of the readers of The Index. The fact is, Mr.

Garrisonwas reared in the strictest Orthodoxy,

and, since he (although an immediate emancipa-

tionist for others) emancipated himself but gradu-

allyfrom the bonds of the Baptist sect, it is not

difficult to quote passages from some of his earlier

works which are decidedly Orthodox, if one chooses

to do so; but, in view of his decided and acknowl-

edged change of theological views, it is no more

fair to quote expressions from his early writings to

define his matured convictions than it would be

to refer to his enthusiastic advocacy in his youth

of the protective system as evidence of his ma-

tured views on this subject, when, in later years,

hebecamethrough conviction a radical free trader.

Wehonor Mr. Garrison for the purity of his life,

his lofty conception of duty, and his disinterested

devotion to the cause of the oppressed rather than

for his theological views or any contributions he

made to religious thought. But, in justice to him,

when his views respecting the Bible and Chris-

tianity are stated, they should be so stated as not

to mislead. The following,copied from the fly-leaf

of a large family Bible presented to his son Will-

iam Lloyd Garrison, Jr., on his thirty-seventh

birthday, may fairly be regarded as expressing

the views of the distinguished abolitionist in

regard to the Scriptures, and is here printed for

the benefit of those who have been perplexedby

some of the citations made from his early writings

byMr. Johnson :

WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON, JR.

ON THE COMPLETION OF HIS THIRTY-SEVENTH BIRTHDAY,

JANUARY 21, 1875.

FROM HIS AFFECTIONATE FATHER,

Who presents it not as "the Word of God," as it is by
many dogmatically assumed to be (for that is from ever-

lasting to everlasting), but as a volume to be studied, criti-

cised, and judged, without prejudice, credulity, supersti-

tion, or regard to any popular or prevailing interpretation

thereof, and with the same freedom as any other book or

compilation ofancient manuscripts ; in which case, reason

andconscienceholding mastery over it, it will still be found

deserving ofthe highest consideration for its incomparable

truths, solemn warnings, and precious promises.

A ZEALOUS writer in apaper named Lucifer, of

which he is one of the editors, stops abusing The

Index long enough to give the leaders of the Na-

tional Liberal League to understand that, if that

organization holds its next congress at Cassadaga,

N.Y., he and others will form a "Western Free-

thinkers' Association." He says : "The idea of

holding aNational Congress or Convention of any

kind in New York is absurd. Do New York

Liberals imagine that the centres of popula-

tion and of radical thought are east of Ohio ?

Has it never occurred to them that it is possible

for us to form a Western Free-thinkers' Associa-

tion, or North-western and South-western Free-

thought Societies ? Have they never heard of the

Brotherhood of Humanitarians,withhead-quarters

at Liberal, Mo., which is rapidly spreading, and

needs but the adherence of Western Leaguers to

enable it to smother out every League west of the

Mississippi?" If this writer's ability, eloquence,

and influence were equal to his zeal and ambition,

the excitement of the Presidential contest would

be small in comparison with the enthusiasm he

would arouse "to smother out every League west

of the Mississippi " (which is pretty well "smoth-

ered out" already), and to get "Western Leaguers"

to join a Brotherhood, "with head-quarters at Lib-

eral, Mo." The desire to be at the head is not

confined to great minds nor to great movements,

but is found in all sorts of agitations, and among

men of the most narrow, crude, and crankynotions.

Whenso-called liberal papers pander to such men,

as some do, they forfeit thereby the respect of in-

telligent and considerate Liberals, and soon become

the organs and instruments of the various classes

that take advantage of their flexibility, and make

them mediums of all sorts of vagaries, destroying
alike their independence, character, and influence.

We are pleased to see that the Liberal-published

at Liberal, Mo., and the organ of the Brotherhood

referred to above-does not indorse the wild social

theories of the writer from whom we have quoted.

In reply to one of his pleas for greater "social

freedom," the editor of the Liberal says : "We are

free to confess that we do not place ourself in

opposition to everything the Church does. We

hold ourself open to embrace every good thing

there is in the Church or in the Bible. We recog-

nize good wherever we find it, without first asking

if it is believed in or practised by the Church and

church people. One thing can be said in honor of

Orthodoxy : it does not openly advocate a doctrine

whichmaybe construed into the practice of vari-

eties, and there is not a church paper that advo-

cates such an ism. Though individual practice is

quite different, we find there is quite enough va-

rietism in the world without openly championing

it as a proper rule in domestic life."

Our esteemedcontemporary, the Catholic Review,

declares that The Index "goes out of its way to in-

dulge in cruel blasphemy against God present in

the Eucharist." After quoting a few sentences

from an editorial paragraph which recently ap-

peared in this journal, the Review says : "We shud-

der at the mere thought of having reproduced

these blasphemous words; but they go far to show

howgreatly opposed to Light, Liberty, and Right

are those whose constant clamorings are for what

they are pleased to term a Free Religion. The Index

should note that only one religion enjoys Light,

lumen mundi, encourages Liberty, born of the truth,

that makes men free, and defends the Right as

heavenly revealed. That religion would speedily

become free, were the God of Peace removed from

our tabernacles." Our good-natured comments on

our contemporary's statement regarding "the God

of Peace borne aloft in the hands of his worthy

minister," was not designedtobeblasphemous ; nor

is our suggestionnow, that, if a religionwhich "en-

joys Light," "encourages Liberty," and "defends the

Right," would "speedily become free, were the God

of Peace removed from our tabernacles," then

everypossible effort should be made by our Catho-

lic fellow-citizens, and all others in favor of light,

liberty, and right, to have the aforesaid "God of

Peace removed from our tabernacles." Assum-

ing the premise to be true, the conclusion is neces-

sitated by common sense, logic, political economy

andacommon regard for the welfare of man.

THE American Journal of Education, to illus-

trate the absurdity and nonsense of "show" ques-

tions asked by inexperienced teachers and exam

iners, gives the following jargon as the reply

of a boy who "seems to be smart, seems to know

several things, but cannot, like many others, tell

what he knows, if he really does know anything

more than a jargon of words" :—

"Who was Moses ?" He replies: "He was an

Egypsian. He lived in a hark maid of bullrushers,

and he kept a golden carf and worshipt braizen

snakes, and he het nothin but qhales and manner for

forty years. He was kort by the air of his ed while

ridinunder a bow of a tree, and he was killed by his

son Abslon as he was hanging from the bow. His

end was peace." "What do you know of the patri-

arch, Abraham? " "He was the father of Lot, and

had tew wives. Wunwas called Hismale and tother

Haygur. He kept wun at home, and he hurried the

tother into the dessert, where she became a pillow of

salt in the daytime and a pillow of fire at nite."

SAYS the Springfield Republican : "The Catholic

Review goes into solemn hysterics over the rowdy-

ism of some fellows who yelled 'Viva Garibaldi'

in the Church of Santa Maria sopra Minerva in

Rome the other day. The Review says this hap-

pened 'while the God of Peace, borne aloft in the
hands of his worthy minister, the Cardinal Vicar of

the Eternal City, was about to bestow his infinite

benediction upon all, worthy and unworthy, alike.

TheRoman Church's description of a little wheaten

wafer in such awful terms is perhaps as offensive

to the Italians as their patriotic improprieties are

to the Church."

"POLAR BEAR" writes to the Springfield Repub-

lican, "Myhonest conviction is that even an edi-
tor of one paper would, if placed in position of

the Greely party, have eaten up the editor and

printer's devil of another paper, if thereby he

could have saved his own precious life."

EVERY subscriber who is in arrears for The

Index is requested to send the amount due to this

office with the least possible delay. We are in

especial need of money during these summer

months to meet current expenses, which we

shall be abundantly able to do, if our friends

will promptly remit the sums they owe us on

their subscriptions.

For The Index.

THE TASK OF CIVILIZATION.*

O Civilization, what is now thy task?

E'en this, to recreate the multitude,

From animalism low to lift the throng

Ofmenup to the lofty human plane,

Whereon the sense of beauty, justice, truth,

Beholds inprospect fair the ideal world

Andweans from brutish instincts of the flesh .

Thus liftedto its glorious birthright high,

Themob shall cast its grimy slough away,

The low-browed countenance shall flash with gleams

Of rational consciousness, and bestial appetite

And base desire be tamed. The Demagogue

No more shall with his sophistries mislead

The vulgar mind, the Plutocrat no more

Pervert to his enrichment, selfishness

Thepopular strength; the Priest no longer fill

His coffers with superstition's offerings

For absolution and indulgences

And passports to pretended bliss. ODay

Of liberation of the multitude

From thraldom to the past, arise and shine

O'er all the sorrow-stricken fields of earth,

Andbe the herald of a just society,

Whereinman shall not prey on man, but all

Co-operate to noble, generous ends !

Andlies the route to such millennial state

Of general justice, plenty, happiness,

Through Nihilistic hate andDynamite

And violent erasure of all the past?

No: by degrees and through the gradual lapse

Ofmeliorating years shall justice come,

And on this earth at length be realized

The bright Atlantis of the sage's dreams ,

The City of God, whereof Augustine wrote.

Aug. 15, 1884.

B. W. B.

*These lines were written after reading the two admira-

bleessays recently published in The Index from the pen of
Mr. Charles Froebel.
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For The Index.

A Study of Primitive Christianity.

BY LEWIS G. JANES.

III.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION.

Like Zoroaster, Buddha, and the great religious

teachers of India, Jesus of Nazareth left no written

word. Absorbed in the pressing labors of the

moment, anticipating no extended future for the

existing order of society, knowing, probably, no

language but his native Galilean tongue, his im-

passioned appeals,his charming illustrative para-

bles, his brief and sententious aphorisms, have

been transmitted to us through the medium of

oral tradition, collected and put in writing some

time after his death. In the extant documents,

the original tradition is intermingled with a

mythical and legendary accretion of subsequent

origin and development, and translated into an

alien tongue. We have absolutely no contempo-

rary record of the life and teachings of Jesus,

either in or out of the writings of the New

Testament.

Early Christian Literature.-The Story of the

Manuscripts.

The earliest of these writings, in the order of

their composition, are the Epistles of Paul. These

and the other genuine Epistles of the New Testa-

ment and the Apostolic Fathers throw valuable

light upon the primitive phases of Christian

belief; but, beyond the mere fact that they assume

the previous existence and tragicaldeath of Jesus,

and give currency to the early tradition of his

resurrection, they afford us absolutely no informa-

tion concerning him. Paul quotes but once the

language of Jesus,-a single phrase in connection

with a reference to the commemoration of the

last supper: "This cup is the new covenant in

my blood: this do ye as often as ye drink it in

remembrance of me." (I. Cor. xi., 25.)

For information concerning the life and teach-

ings of Jesus, therefore, we are confined exclu-

sively to the four Gospels.* Testimony, corrobo-

rative of his historical verity, may, as already

indicated, be derived from the New Testament

Epistles and the writings of the early Christian

Fathers, who everywhere assume it as an unques-

tioned fact, and also from a few fragmentary
allusions in the works of Jewish and Pagan writers

in the first and early part of the second centuries.

The destructive theory which doubts the existence

of Jesus as an historical personage, and regards

the gospel stories as entirely mythical, has no

support whatever in the history and literature of

the early Christian centuries. Of the reasons for

the lack of frequent allusions to Jesus by Jewish

and Pagan writers of the period, we shall have

occasion to speak hereafter.

For testimony concerning the date and reliability

of the gospel histories, apart from the internal

evidence of the documents, we must depend almost

exclusively upon the writings of the early Fathers

of the Church, sustained or corrected by such

pertinent facts as may be derived from the secular

history of the period. We have also certain ex-

tant documents, mainly anonymous or pseudony-

mous, known as the Apocryphal Gospels † and

Epistles, which were regarded as genuine by some

portion of the early Christian communities, and

which are valuable for comparison with the books

of the New Testament. Some of them are doubt-

less as old or older than our canonical Gospels, and

they throw considerable light upon the development

of doctrine and the differentiation of heretical sects

from the main body of Christian believers during

the earliest Christian centuries. In this lecture, it

is proposed to examine the bearings of this litera-

ture in all its branches upon the question of our

actual information concerning the life and teach-

ings of Jesus and the character of the earliest

Christian tradition. A tolerably clear comprehen-

sion of this subject appears to be absolutely essen-

* Perhaps an exception should also be made in favor of

the recently published Teaching of the Twelve Apostles

and the extant fragments of the "Gospel of the Hebrews,"

which are doubtless as old or older than the Gospels, and

in general confirm the testimony of the Synoptics. Refer-

ence will hereafter be made to these documents.

†The names of some of the early Apocryphal Gospels , as

preserved to us in the writings of the Fathers, are as

follows: 1. The Gospel of the Birth of Mary. "In primitive

times," says Hone, "there was a Gospel extant, bearing

this name, attributed to Matthew, and received as genuine

and authentic by several of the ancient Christian sects."

The extant copy was preserved to us in the writings of

Jerome, who lived in the fourth century and the early
part of the fifth century of our era. Other versions , ap-

parently differing somewhat from Jerome's, are quotedby

early writers. 2. The Protevangelion, or "First Gospel,"

sometimes called the Gospel of James, the brother of

Jesus. From internal evidence, this Gospel mustprobably

be regarded as of later date than any of those subsequently

declared canonical, save, possibly, the Fourth . It was

frequently alluded to in the writings of the Fathers. 3.

The Gospel of the Infancy of Jesus Christ, received by

certain Gnostic sects of the second century; 4. A Second

Gospel of the Infancy, attributed to the Apostle Thomas;

5. The Gospel of Nicodemus, probably written during the

third century; 6. The Gospel of the Egyptians, of very

early date; 7. TheGospel of Peter; 8. The Gospel of Paul;

9. TheGospel ofAndrew; 10. The Gospel of Apelles ; 11. The

Teaching of the Twelve Apostles. This important docu-

ment, recently discovered by Bishop Bryennios in the

Greek quarter of Constantinople, in a manuscript of the

eleventh century, from internal evidence must be ad-

judged as old or older than any of our canonical Gospels .

Its Christology is not more developed than that of the

Synoptics. It terms Jesus "the servant of God," and

contains no allusion to the stories of the miraculous birth

or to Jesus as the Son of God. 12. The Gospel of Barna-

bas; 13. The Gospel of Basilides, a Gnostic work of the

second century; 14. The Gospel of Cerinthus, also a

Gnostic writing; 15. The Gospel of the Ebionites, said to

have been written in Aramaic, and sometimes identified

with the Gospel of the Hebrews; 16. The Gospel of the

Encratites; 17. The Gospel of Eve; 18. The Gospel of

Hesychius . These, as well as the most of the following,
were Gnostic works. 19. The Gospel of Marcion. Some

orthodox writers regard this as a mutilated form of our

Third Gospel, but it was doubtless of considerably earlier

date, as old or older than any of our Gospels. 20. The

Gospel of Jude; 21. The Gospel of Judas Iscariot; 22. The

Gospel of Matthias; 23. The Gospel of Merinthus ; 24.

The Gospel according to the Nazarenes ; 25. The Gospel

of Perfection ; 26. The Gospel of Philip; 27. The Gospel of

Scythianus ; 28. The Gospel of Tatian; 29. The Gospel of

Thaddeus;30. The Gospel of Truth, used bythe Valentin-

ians, a school of the Gnostics; 31. The Gospel of Valen-

tinus; 32. The Gospel of Life; 33. The Gospel of Longinus.

These and other unenumerated Gospels were all certainly

in existence before the synod of Laodicea, 365 A.D. , "the

first Christian assembly at which the canonwas made the

subject of a special ordinance." Some of them are un-

questionably of as early or even of earlier date than any

ofthose subsequently called canonical.

tial to a true historical estimate of the beginnings

of Christianity.

Character and Origin of the Four Gospels.

The four canonical Gospels are preserved to us

in extant manuscripts of the fourth, fifth , and

later Christian centuries. All of them were origi-

nallywritten,probably,during the second century

of our era. Their authorship is unknown, and,

with the possible exception of the Third Gospel,

it cannot even be conjectured with reasonable

probability. Renan supposes that Mark and Luke

were written in Rome and Matthew in Palestine ;

but for these hypotheses we are obliged to rely

mainly upon uncertain traditions, sustained or

corrected by the known character of the docu-

ments themselves. Tradition also asserts that the

Fourth Gospel was composed at Ephesus, but it

presents strong internal evidence of Alexandrian

origin or influence. Prof. Robertson Smith terms

them all "unapostolic digests of the second cen-

tury." In the extant Greek version of the earliest

manuscripts, we undoubtedly possess the original

form of these documents with but little modifica-

tion. There is no probability that any of them

were translated entire from the Aramaic or

Hebrew languages. Certain memoranda in the

Aramaic tongue, however, doubtless existed prior

to the composition of our Gospels; and one or

more of the so-called Apocryphal Gospels appears

to have been written in Aramaic. Among these

memoranda, there seems to have been avery early

collection of the logia or sayings of Jesus, unac-

companied, probably, by any historical data, the

compilation of which was currently attributed to

the Apostle Matthew. The First Gospel presents

strong internal evidence of manufacture or com-

position out of several primitive documents, and it

is probable that its author incorporated a transla-

tion of this early collection of the sayings of Jesus

nearly or quite entire in his manuscript. Ewald,

one of the most acute and thorough of our modern

Biblical critics, distinguishes no less than twelve

documents which he believes to have been worked

up into our Synoptical Gospels.

Divergent Traditions of the Fourth and the

Synoptical Gospels.

In the first three Gospels, we find manypoints

of agreement, a general concurrence as to the

leading features in the public career of Jesus, and

amarked similarity, often amounting to identity,

of language, which indicates the common use, in

part, of an earlier oral or written tradition. Be-

tween the synopsis or concurrent testimony of the

first three Gospels and that of the Fourth Gospel,

however, there is a divergence so complete as often

to amount to irreconcilable opposition. It is im-

possible to harmonize the manifest and radical

differences of these two traditions. All attempts

in this direction involve the greatest violence to

the natural dictates of the rational judgment.

The Synoptical Gospels represent the public

labors of Jesus to have occupied a period of only

about one year, giving an account of but a single

visit to Jerusalem during his ministry. The

Fourth Gospel extends the period of his public

ministrations to more than three years, and repre-

sents him as frequently travelling back and forth

between Galilee and Judea. The synoptics as-

sume that nearly all of his miracles were wrought

in Galilee, only one or two being assigned to his

final visit to Judea. The Fourth Gospel expressly

limits the number of his miracles in Galilee to

four, and assigns nearly all the more important

ones to the vicinity of Jerusalem. The synoptics

assume the prevalence of the belief in obsession or

possession by evil spirits among the Jews,-a fact

which is abundantly confirmed by extra-Biblical



THE INDEX AUGUST 28 1884 103

Dels.

dtota

th. and

e

Gospe

ed

18

dora

bat

term

MUE

12

evidence. Many of the miracles of Jesus, as

therein reported, consist of the alleged exorcism

of these personal demons. The Fourth Gospel

hardlycontains a reference to this current super-

stition, and reports no miracle of this character.

The Synoptical Gospels contain no reference to

the miraculous transformation of water intowine

at CanaofGalilee or to the resurrection of Laza-
rus, though these most marvellous of all the

wonderful works attributed to Jesus are made the

corner-stone and key-stone of the superstructure

of the Fourth Gospel narrative.

thepaschal feast ofthe Jews, and takes on achar-

acter which prefigures its subsequent dogmatic

importance as a Christian sacrament. To divest

it of its Jewish characteristics, it is removed from

thedayof the paschal feast, the fourteenth of the

month Nisan, to the preceding day; and Jesus

himself appears as a substitute for the paschal

lamb, sacrificed upon the anniversary of the Pass-

over, instead of a day later, as represented in the

synoptics. There are evidences, also, that the

writer of the Fourth Gospel was even unac-

quainted with the topography of Palestine,which

strongly favors the conclusion that the Apostle

John neither wrote nor directly inspired it.

These considerations, which might be strength-

ened by other internal evidence, appear to render

it impossible for us to accept the Fourth Gospel as

a correct representation of the life, character, or

teachings of the Prophet of Nazareth. For a true

historical basis,we must "search the Scriptures" of

the synoptics ; relying mainlyupon that consensus

of testimony-those facts, ideas, and traditions

which the three writers report in common-known

to Biblical students as "The Triple Tradition."

I have read with care, and with the respect due to

so able and eminent an authority, the defence of

the theory of the early appearance and Johannine

authorship of the Fourth Gospel by Prof. Ezra Ab-

bot; buthis arguments, though subtle, refined, and

exceedingly ingenious, are insufficient to my mind

to explain away these veryplain and evident dis-

crepancies between this and the synoptical tra-

dition. The only portion of the Fourth Gospel

narrative as presented to us in the accepted ver-

sion of the New Testament differing from the

synoptics, which instantly appeals to all readers as

bearing the impress of the Jesus of the parables

and the Sermon on the Mount, is the story of the

woman taken in adultery; and this is known and

admitted by the learned revisers of the New Tes-

tament to have formed no part of the original ver-

sion of this document. It is omitted from the

oldest extant manuscripts. It is, however, quoted

by early Christian writers from the more primi-

tive "Gospel of the Hebrews," and doubtless con-

stituted a part of an older tradition than that

originally drawn upon by the writer of the Logos

epic. *

More significant even than these differences is

the marked divergence in the reports of the con-

versations and teachings of Jesus in the two tra-

ditions. The synoptics report his words in brief

and forcible aphorisms, illustrated by the apt and

striking use of the parable. The style and lan-

guage employed are as individual and characteris-

tic as those of Shakspere.* The chief burden and

subject of his discourse is the explanation and

illustration of hisdoctrine of the coming kingdom

of heaven. In the Fourth Gospel, he is made to

discourse in long, mystical disquisitions, largely

devoted to the exaltation of his own personality,

in style and matter wholly unlike that of the

synoptical reports. None of the characteristic

parables of the first three Gospels appear in the

Fourth, which, indeed, contains no proper example

of this allegorical method of teaching. In the

synoptics, particularly in the first two Gospels, the

Jews appear as the kinand people of the writers,

differing only as those who rejected the Messianic

claims of Jesus would naturally differ from his

disciples and followers. They are represented

everywhere with entire naturalness. Their differ-

ent sects, customs, and beliefs are truthfully de-

scribed, as we know them from independent

sources. The Fourth Gospel, on the contrary, is

manifestly the product of one who was not himself

a Jew. The Jews are spoken of in the third

person, as an alien people, and in acontemptuous

tone as children of the Evil One. The scribes,

Sadducees, and Herodians, so often introduced in

the synoptical narratives,do not appear at all in

theFourthGospel. The natural andhumanJesus

of the synoptics is displaced by one who seems

rather like a ghostly apparition, flitting aimlessly

to and fro between Judea and Galilee. He is no

longer the "Son of Man," moving naturally among

his people, and speaking the language of their

daily concern, but the pre-existent Logos, whose

human parentage was an illusion, who existed

even before the creation of the world,co-eternally

with God himself. The representation of God as

"our Father" and of all mankind as his children,

so characteristic of the humane teaching of Jesus

in the synoptics, is supplanted in the Fourth

Gospel by the everywhere intruded assumption of

a special and supernatural relationship between

Jesus and the Deity. The inclusive "our Father"

gives place to the exclusive "my Father."

Artificial Theology of the Fourth Gospel.

The theology of the synoptics is natural and

simple, though embodying the current anthropo-

morphic conceptions of the divine nature. That

of the Fourth Gospel, on the contrary, is artificial

and dogmatic. Its dualism is especially prominent

and characteristic. Jesus, as the divine Logos,

wages war against Satan and his emissaries, as

Ormuzd against Ahriman in the Persian system.

Faith in his supernatural character and mission is

essential to salvation instead of conduct onl , as in

the synoptical tradition. The last supper, in the

Fourth Gospel, loses its natural interpretation as

Compare, for example, the parables of Jesus with those

ofBuddha or Buddhaghosa, or with thosepreserved to us
intheTalmud and the Old

Testament.

The Patristic Literature and Early Apocryphal

Gospels.

A correct understanding of the nature of our

material for the study of the life and teachings of

Jesus necessitates a brief inquiry as to the age

and comparative reliability of the gospel narra-

tives. The sources of our information in this in-

vestigation, in addition to such internal evidence

as the documents themselves may furnish, must

be sought in the writings of the Christian Fathers

of the first three centuries. It is claimed by those

who maintain an earlier authorship of the Gospels

than the first quarter of the second century that

they are recognized and quoted by the earliest non-

canonical Christian writers. From a careful study

of the patristic literature, however, it becomes

evident that the narratives or memoranda thus

quoted were never regarded as sacred Scripture in

any such sense as were the writings of the Old

Testament. It is also clear, upon examination,

that the passages referred to are in no instance

exact and literal excerpts from any extant manu-

scripts of our Gospels. Previous to the last quarter

of the second century, moreover, no one of the

canonical Gospels is identified in the writings of

the Fathers by the titles now prefixed to them : so

*Renan, speaking of the irreconcilable difference be-

tween the Fourth Gospel andthe synoptics, declares that

he would"stake his future salvation uponit without the

slightest hesitation." -Recollections of my Youth, by Er-

nest Renan.

that, even were the alleged quotations incomplete

agreement, it would be impossible to determine

with certainty whether the excerpts were taken

from our Gospels or from other documents whose

languagewas inpart identical with them.

Certain non-canonical writings, on the other

hand,were undoubtedly extant, and were quoted

by their titles before any of the canonical Gospels

were so identified. One of the earliest of these

writings was the "Gospel of the Hebrews," frag-

ments of which have been preserved to us in the

writings of the Fathers recently collected andcol-

lated by Dr. Nicholson. The "Gospel of the In-

fancy," preserved to us among other of the so-

called "apocryphal" writings, was also so quoted at

avery early period,andwas accepted by aGnostic

sect of the second century as of equal authority

and authenticity with our Fourth Gospel. Beside

the writings of this character which we still pos-

sess, many others were doubtless in existence

which are now lost. In support of this fact, in-

deed, we have the testimony of the New Testa-

ment itself. The writer of the Third Gospel

declares : "Forasmuch as manyhave taken in hand

to set forth in order a declaration of those things

which are most surely believed among us, ... it

seemedgoodto me also, having had perfect under-

standing of all things from the very first, to write

unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus."

Besides forty or more primitive Gospels, the most

of them known to us by their titles, there were

also extant at a very early day avast number of

Epistles attributed to the apostles and early Fath-

ers of the Church, together with such documents

as the Acts of Peter, the Acts of Paul, the Acts of

Andrew, the Acts of Paul and Thecla, the Reve-

lations, respectively, of Peter, Paul, Bartholomew,

Cerinthus, Stephen, Thomas, Moses, and Esdras,

the sibylline oracles, and the Epistle of Christ to

Abgarus, King of Edessa, and the reply thereto.

Many of these documents are quoted as genuine

and authoritative in the same writings of the

Fathers from which are derived the supposed evi-

dences of the early existence of our Gospels .

Some of them are now known to be spurious.

Others are doubtless genuine. A number of these

extant writings have been published together as

the Apocryphal New Testament, constituting, as

affirmed by William Wake, the late Archbishop

of Canterbury, "a complete collection of the most

primitive antiquity, for about ahundred and fifty

years after Christ." Whatever may be the ad-

judged value or worthlessness of this extensive lit-

erature in other respects, it is important, as testify-

ing to the universal belief in the historical verity

of Jesus of Nazareth during the earliest Christian

centuries.

For The Index.

A HUNDRED DAYS ABROAD.

BY GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE.

CHAPTER XX.

It is because the "politician" in America works

mainly for spoils that the name is in disrepute. The

system which gives all offices over to the winning

party at an election of president attracts venal pol-

iticians and causes the politicians of probity to stand

aloof from duty to the State. Artemas Ward said :

"Iamnot a politician, andmyother habits airgood.

Ihave allus sustained agoodmoral character. I was

never a railway director in my life." In America as

in England, the sense of responsibility for morality

in public affairs is increasing among men of culture

and wealth. It is coming to be regarded as criminal

inthem to stand aloof from municipal and national

life. Republicans in America relate ofonewho,being

neutral, when action for principle was needed, was

accused of having gone over to the opposite party :
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he denied being aDemocrat, butadmitted that he had

the symptoms. In like manner, indifference to the

honor of public life is now understood as connivance

in its corruption; and they who do nothing person-

ally to purify the State by their own action may deny

their guilt, but they cannot deny that they have all

the symptoms of participation in it. The decay of

right principle in the mind is quite as obvious in per-

sons as the decay of physical health. The consump-

tion of honor, good faith, and reverence,hasits signs

in speech and action as plainly as the pale face and

hectic flush pertaining to consumption of the lungs .

The doom of immorality of mind is the same as the

doom of disease,-death,-unless the symptoms are

radically checked. Both forms of disease are equally

manifest to the eyes of any practised observer. The

only difference is that those who die physically are

buried; while the morally dead still walk the past

or the street, but their decayed souls nevertheless

poison the circumambient air.

Theprinciple of inculcating asense of responsibil-

ity of some kind on the part of voters was under-

minedin the American mind by a famous speech of

Franklin's, which was repeated to me in the Hall of

Independence in Philadelphia, by one who regarded

as conclusive his argument, which decided the open

suffrage of the country. "If you give a vote to prop-

erty," said Franklin,"suppose a man's qualification

is the ownership of an ass, when the ass dies, does

his citizenship cease ?" The story was a century old ;

but ithad perfect freshness in the mind of the reciter

of it, who considered the absurd-looking issue as

warranting the non-provision of any qualification for

citizenship . I confess it seemed to me that Frank-

lin's argument of the asswas only fit to impose upon

one of that species. The possession of property is

thoughtby all communities to be a guarantee that he

whohas it is more likely to vote for its security than

hewho has none. Ifhe who possessed only a five-

dollar donkey was considered to have the sympathy

withproperty (without which no civilization is possi-

ble),when the donkeydied, the sense of property died

inthe owner, if he had no other possession. If, in-

stead of a five-dollar ass, the voter's qualification

was a five-pound note, if some one stole it from him

orthebankbroke in which he had deposited it, and

hewas left penniless, the sense of possession of prop-

erty would be no longer left to him, and he mightbe-

come reckless, as penniless men usuallydo. There

may be other things higher than the possession of

property which should constitute the qualification for

citizenship. It may be education in the duties of cit-

izenship, it may be mere womanhood or mere man-

hood; but, if the condition taken as sufficient is that

of property, the possession of a donkey or a pig is as

good a qualification as the possession of a donkey-

house or a pig-house, of a hunting stable or aman-

sion. I am one of those who think manhood or

womanhood a sufficient qualification for citizenship

inany State, where social education, by precept and

example, is strenuously maintained, and all the con-

ditions under which private interest can be pursued

at the expense of the State rendered, as far as they

canbe, impossible.

Mr. John Gledhill, representative buyer in New

York for the English and Scotch Wholesale Societies,

gave important evidence before the Senatorial Com-

mittee on Education and Labor on the "benefits to be

derived from co-operation." As an exposition of the

economic, social, and pacific force of co-operation,

Mr. Gledhill's testimony is a distinct and authorita-

tive addition to the national knowledge of America

upon this subject. I have sufficiently expressed in

these pages my opinion that co-operation is a new

force in civilized States, introducing equity in in-

dustry and rendering morality profitable in com-

merce. There is a mineral now found in Missouri,

called Adam's cobite, so hard that it will cut steel

without losing its edge. Co-operation is the "cobite"

stone of social progress, which will cut through com-

petition where it is hardest and its own quality re-

main undulled.

By securing to industry the fruits of its labor, it

alone promises to restore labor to honor. This is the

need of England as it is in America. This has been

shown with insight and force by Mr. Medill, of the

Chicago Times, whose evidence before the Senatorial

Committee (where Mr. Gledhill gave testimony, as I

have said) was as follows. The reader need not be

dismayed: it is the last passage from others I shall

cite. Relevant quotations, I hold, are like stars in the

firmament of an author's statement, and are often the

only bright parts in it. What Mr. Medill said was

this: "The educational system of America-that

practised by high schools and colleges-certainlydoes

not train our youth in habits of useful industry. Its

purpose is not to increase the effectiveness of labor,

to make 'Two blades of grass grow where only one

grew before.' It does not show a pupil how, by ac-

quiring a manual art, he can double or treble the

value of his labor. It does not teach art or science

inapractical way. On the contrary, college instruc-

tion is conducted with the view of imparting dead

languages, elegant literature, and higher mathe-

matics to the students, which is all well enough for

the boys of the wealthy leisure classes, but is not

best suited to equip the future bread-winners for

their work. These academies attract hundreds of

thousands of our youth, whose purpose is to acquire

the art of living by their wits and avoiding manual

labor; and this, too, is the purpose of their parents

in sending them there. These schools have flooded

the professions with men destitute of natural capacity

for them, and have swollen the ranks of office-seekers

and speculators and professional sharps who subsist

by pilfer and pillage. The American system of edu-

cation has pretty nearly destroyed all desire on the

part of our youths to learn trades and become arti-

sans, and it has crowded the ranks of the middlemen

with swarms of seekers after genteel employment at

wretched wages . Multitudes of farmers' and me-

chanics' sons seek to be salesmen, clerks, book-

keepers, or agents; and, failing to find or retain those

situations, they become 'sports,' billiard-players, bar-

tenders, confidence-men,-anything, in short, but

hand-soiling laborers. With the exception of a few

special branches of industry, Americans have surren-

dered the mechanical field to foreigners ; and, when

more artisans are needed, they are imported like other

commodities. Every institution of learning should

teach art practically, every college should have a

technical department. We need industrial schools

in every city, where the youth can learn trades that

will equip them for the struggles of life, and increase

the productiveness and power of labor and elevate it

in the eyes of the rising generation. They must be

taughtto respect rather than despise handicraft, and

to hold in higher esteem the working bees than the

drones in the human hive."

The modern folly of parents hurrying competition

and foregoing all wise leisure themselves, in order to

amass money that their children may do nothing,

breeds contempt for labor. The remedy for this is

industrial education, and especially of that sort which

fits the young for the inevitable emigration which

awaits them in over-populated countries .

If a mechanic wants to emigrate, he will be the

better if he has a friend who can procure him a situa-

tion, or ascertain himself in what district persons of

his trade are needed, otherwise he will do well to get

what knowledge he can, which a settler on the land

mayneed.

Tell farm laborers that they should leave the fields

for Clerkenwell, to make watches, or go to Northamp-

ton to make ladies' boots, they would be discouraged

exceedingly, and delay their going. But, to become

farmers, they would go gladly. I have known watch-

makers and shoemakers go out to farm work in for-

eign lands, for which they were no more fit than

ploughmen are to make watches or wagoners to be

tailors.

The Canadian Government Guide Book, as the

reader is aware, has already conferred great advan-

tage upon intending settlers. It commences by wise

and candid sentences, explaining who are the fit and

the unfit, and advising the unfit to stay where they

are. As I stated (Jan. 21, 1883) in a letter to the

Times : "The Canadian Guide Book is written by Mr.

John Lowe, Chief Secretary of the Department of

Agriculture, whose inexhaustible and exact knowl-

edge of every species of information needed by emi-

grants I had means of judging by observation and

report of those who knew more than myself. Before

long, the remaining sheets willreach me. The lumi-

nousness of the narrative, the variety and newness

of the information conveyed in the first sheet, will

not less interest than surprise the reader. Few are

aware that Canada is larger than the United States,

and has resources of health, fertility, and riches in-

conceivable to those who know it only through artists

whopaint its snows and not its harvests and won-

drous scenery.

"It is amazing that England should send out mill-

ions of her sons to ' fight the wilderness' in America

and Canada, and never give attention to emigrant

education at home. If Lord Derby should give heed

tothis neglected question, emigration would need no

votes to promote it in the next generation ."

We read in the history of ancient races that it was

a practice to bury a faithful dog in the grave of its

master, under the impression that, as adog finds its

way about better than a man, it would be useful in

the next world as a guide to its owner. Every man

who goes to bury himself in America or Canada

wouldbe the better for a dog guide book, to lead him

safely about the new and pleasant world in whichhe

will find himself.

Though Ihave admitted that there are things, both

in Canada and America, that might be changed for

the better, I do not conceal from myself that there

are many things in Englandthat require amendment,

-political, moral, and social. Yet I am persuaded

that great waves of improvement are sweeping over

the world. Even within the period of my own life ,

changes for the better have been so much greater

than I expected to see that this seems like a new

world to me. The eternal transition which is the

law of all things, great and small, inanimate and

human, is the result of the unseen forces which,

never resting, never hasting, advance the affairs of

men. Every system which has fallen, every creed

which has been superseded, has, in every age, filled

good menwith dismay, as that which they thought

perfect has been forsaken for new ideals, and that

uponwhich alone they were able to rely for security

or consolation has glided silently away before them.

The wail of alarmhas been heard in every agein the

rear of the march of progress. I have no transition

terror. There is ever struggle and pain and conflict

going forward; butthere is greater peril in lingering

in the darkness of decay, when experience and sci-

ence and truth open new paths of life and light

before us.

My story of the "Hundred Days among the Cana-

dians and Americans in 1883," is ended. Like its

predecessor, "Among the Americans in 1879," it has

beenwritten without any ambition other than that of

usefulness. Both narratives might bear the one title

of "Travels in Canada and America in search of a Set-

tlers' Guide Book." Of some three hundred persons

who have written to me for copies of the Guide Book

since issued by the government of Canada, mosthave

taken occasion to say that they have been interested

in reading these chapters on their periodical appear-

ance. Carlyle, in his earliest letter to Emerson, re-

lates that "one Irishman in Cork wrote a letter to

another in Edinburgh (Fraser read it to me without

names) containing the friendliest possible recogni-

tions of me. One mortal then says I am not utterly

wrong. Blessings onhim for it." Thus, Ihave more

encouragement to issue this story in a separate form

than fell to the author of Teufelsdröckh. Though I

ama cosmopolitan and believe in universal princi-

ples, Ido not believe in universal buyers, and there-

fore print only five hundred copies. As I shall prob-

ably give away one hundred copies, there will remain

fourhundred for sale. As there are one million and

ahalf of co-operators, I calculate that each ten thou-

sand, by co-operating together, may take one copy

among them. That, if it comes so to pass, will carry

off one hundred and fifty copies. Mr. Mullins, of

Birmingham,-itbeing my native town,-may buy one

for the free library, of which he is custodian. And Mr.

W. E. A. Axon may do the same for the free library

of Manchester. In Leicester, where I have a friend

who is a bookstore keeper, another copy may be dis-

posed of; and in Liverpool, Edinburgh, and Glasgow,

one may be got into the market in each of those

places. In the American cities of New York, Spring-

field, Florence, Boston, and Washington, one copy

each is sure to be sold ; and not less in the Canadian

cities of Hamilton, Toronto, Ottawa, andMontreal.

Probably, the Pueblo Indians, who come into Santa

Fé to sell wood, may take a copy ; and one I feel sure

will be bought in Calcutta. Since Mr. Nuttall has

gone to Melbourne, I count upon one being sold in

Australia. I am told I might put down two copies

for the nine American and Canadian cities I have

named, making twenty-seven copies in all. Thus, one

hundredplus one hundred andfifty plus twenty-seven

make the disposal of two hundred and seventy-seven

almost certain. As neither the Co-operative News nor

the Boston Index (which have issued these chapters) is
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able to supply any complete sets of them, there will

remaintwohundred and twenty-eight copies for what

are called the "general public" ; namely, for those

rash, curious, irresponsible, and venturesome readers

happily to be found in the six nations named, who,

being without fear or discretion, are the ultimate

friends in whom an author puts his final trust for

means of paying his printer's bill. Their day of re-

ward comes when the second-hand bookseller's cata-

logue marks the book "very scarce" at four times its

originalprice.

CORRESPONDENCE.

ANOTHER LETTER FROM OLIVER JOHNSON.

MR. B. F. UNDERWOOD :

My dear Sir,-My last letter to you was not in-

tended for publication, but I am not sorry you

printed it. If you publish this, I shall be glad.

To the anonymous "friend" who says he "was posi-

tively astonished" at my assertion as to Mr. Garri-

son's estimate of the Bible and his attitude toward

Christianity, and who "hopes some one will run over

the files of the Liberator in later years, where Gar-

rison unquestionably, and in his usually perfectly

distinct manner, boldly repudiated the Bible as

authority," allow me to say that, if time and health

permitted, I would gladly make the desired examina-

tion myself, reporting every word that Garrison

uttered on the subject down to the day the paper was

discontinued. I shall be glad if any one else will

perform this task, being sure the result will only con-

firm what Ihave said .

Meanwhile, perhaps I shall oblige your "aston-

ished" friend as well as some others, and do some-

thing to settle the question at issue, if I furnish you

with an utterance of Mr. Garrison's, made in Decem-

ber, 1863, atthe third decade meeting of the American

Anti-slavery Society. This , you will observe, was

just before the final end of the anti-slavery conflict,

when his views had attained their most radical shape.

Thepassage I shall quote presents both sides of the

shield, the positive as well as the negative, and was

very deliberately uttered:-

Allowme to take this opportunity to say that there is

one interpolation in the Declaration of Sentiments which I

didnot like at the time, andwhich I have never liked since.

An esteemed friend in the Convention thought it would

take off the edge alittle of one of the allegations, if we

would verify it by a reference to Scripture. As originally

written, it stood thus: "That every American citizen who

retains ahuman being in involuntary bondage as his prop-

erty is a man-stealer." But this was amended so as to

read: "That every American citizen who retains a human

being in involuntary bondage as his property is (accord-

ing to Scripture, Exodus xxi., 16) a man-stealer." That

weakens instead of strengthening it. It raises a Biblical

question. It makes the rights of man dependupon a text.

Now, it matters not what the Bible may say, so far as

these rights are concerned. They never originated in any

parchment, are not devendent upon any parchment, but

are in the nature of man himself, written upon the human

faculties and powers by the finger of God. It matters not,

though all the books in the universe, claiming to be never

80 sacred and holy should declare that man has not a nat-

ural and inalienable right to himself. Those books would

only deserve to be given tothe consuming fire. [Applause. ]

We do not base this cause upon any book. We base it upon

man, uponGod in man; and it will stand invulnerable,

whether we can prove it or not by mere texts of Scripture,

that amanhas a right to his own body and his own soul.

Ibelieve that, if the Bible denounces any one sin more

thananother, it denounces the sin of oppression; if it rep-

resents God as being particularly incensed in his moral

nature, it is in view of the treatment of the poor and the

needy and the outcast. "Wash you; make you clean; put

away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes . Cease

to do evil, learn to do well; seek judgment ; relieve the

oppressed; undo the heavy burden; break every yoke, and

let theoppressed go free."

Ihave never refrained from making use of the Bible as

amightyweapon to batter down slavery; but not to settle

the question of the right or wrong of slavery by the Bible

or any other book. Slavery is a self-evident wrong.

If the Christian Union had said simply that Mr.

Garrison repudiated the doctrine of plenary or infal-

lible inspiration as neither contained in the Bible

itself nor sanctionedby common sense, I should not

have contradictedit. What it did say was that he

and his associates "abandoned the Bible and set

themselves atwork to abolishChristianity with one

hand and slavery with the other." This was a libel,

calling for contradiction; and I set my heel upon it

accordingly, quoting Garrison's own words as a suffi-

cient refutation.

The passage above quoted is in perfect harmony

with those I have cited heretofore. And, in truth,

Mr. Garrison's use of the Bible as a weapon against

slavery was just as persistent after he gave up the

doctrine of plenary inspiration as it was before. At

every anniversary of the American Anti-slavery So-

ciety after he became President until the day of his

retirement, he never failed to open the book and read

from it passages that made the ears of oppressors

tingle, while his speeches bristled with quotations

from it of the same kind. As he himself says above,

he"never refrained from making use of the Bible as

amighty weapon to batter down slavery" ; and this

is all that I have asserted or claimed. I have again

and again heard him say that the doctrine of plenary

inspiration, instead of augmenting the power of the

Bible for good, was a dead weight upon it ; and that,

whenthatdoctrine should be universally repudiated,

the moral influence of the book would be vastly

increased.

NEW YORK, Aug. 23, 1884.

OLIVER JOHNSON.

EGOISM UNSATISFACTORY.

Editors of The Index :-

I always hail with pleasure any effort to unravel

the mystery of the universe, and especially anything

that promises to throw any light on the origin and

destiny of humanity. For that reason, I was par-

ticularly interested in an article which appeared in

The Index of July 24 on the "Permanence and Sim-

plicity of the Ego," by William I. Gill.

Mr. Gill as a philosopher is both analytical and

synthetic, both destructive and constructive. After

disposing in a summary manner of Epicurus, Lucre-

tius, Leibnitz, Hegel, Schelling, Kant, and Hamilton,

he pays his addresses to Maudsley, Tyndall, Spencer,

etc., and informs us that modern evolution has been

weighed in the balance and found wanting ; that it

is, in fact, but "a low-born theory," and does not

meet the requirements of the case; that requirement

is immortality, and no system of philosophy can pass

muster that does not include immortality for the ego .

That is a sine qua non upon which Mr. Gill insists ,

and without which he will not be satisfied .

Iconfess that I sympathize with the gentleman in

his "longing after immortality" ; but, with me, the

idea is only entertained "subject to the action of

nature's convention."

during permanent," and it presents itself to our con-

sciousness in an infinite variety of forms. Matter

itself is indestructible, but its individual forms are

"Like the snow-fall in the river,-

Amoment white, then melts forever" ;

or "inseparably connected with matter, and moving

inthe same never-ending cycle, is immanent force."

While force itself is indestructible, it presents itself

to our consciousness in an infinite variety of modes,

these modes eternally changing and evolving,-be-

coming individualized, butnoneof them permanent.

Force is only known to us as it manifests itself

through matter. This is the dictum ofscience, which

Mr. Gill thinks "has no right to speak on the ques-

tion at all."

I recognize the claims of the spiritual philosophy

upon our attention, and acknowledge our inability to

explain scientifically all its phenomena; but, if I

must "choose this day" my guides to truth, I will

accept chemistry, evolution, the conservation of en-

ergy, and spectrum analysis in preference to an ego-

tistic Fichtean philosophy, which is, to say the best

of it, an unverified and unverifiable hypothesis.

PITTSBURGH, PA., Aug. 3, 1884.

HARRY HOOVER.

SUNDAY PIETY IN LONDON.

Editors of The Index :-

In the "Editorial Notes" of this week's Index, I note

an extract from the Boston Transcript, containing one

of those senseless untruths about London, to the

effect that "London is still too good to allow restau-

rants to be open on Sunday," which appear to be

published for the mere purpose of gratifying that

hatred of my countrymen which seems to be the

strongest feeling ina certain class ofAmericans.

The simple fact is that many restaurants are closed

in London, because it would not pay to keep them

open on Sundays; and, surely, the waiters are entitled

to one day's holiday in the week. I know from per-

sonal experience, extending over thirty-one years,

that it is easy to obtain agood and well-cooked meal

at all hours of the day on Sundays, and that the only

restaurants which are closed by law on Sundays are

those which, having a license to sell liquors, are

obliged to close during the hours of religious service.

Ihave often dined at such houses on Sundays be-

tween 1 and 3 and after 6 P.M.

Ihave had occasion to note how such erroneous

statements arise, and am therefore very careful, in

writing to England on American affairs, to avoid

anything derogatory to America, because I know it

will do no good; and, as The Inder is the standard

bearer of principles which I would gladly see promul-

gated onboth sides of the Atlantic, any error therein

touches me more than it would do in most papers.

JOHN FRETWELL.Yours truly,

PROVIDENCE, R.I. , August 21 .

IRRELEVANT REFUTATIONS.

Editors of The Index:

The respectful and able critic of my article on the

"Simplicity of the Ego" has erroneously described

my doctrine, and thenthoroughly refuted the falsity.

That leaves me really intact; but, as others may

think with him that it is my death, I will give a sign

to the contrary.

As I hold it, it is no Procrustean bed, to which all

philosophies and even science itself must be made to

conform. We are much obliged to Mr. Gill for point-

ing out the weak points in other systems, but did it

never occur to him that his own pet monism might

have some "logical difficulties" ? He says, "I am

the universe, which is only a congeries of my sub-

jective states." That is certainly simple enough and

comprehensive enough for any purpose. The ego, the

all in all, that resolves the non-ego into nonentity,

the "objective" into the "subjective," and leaves no

room for matter in the universe except as a mode of

the ego, "the only conceivable substance of the uni-

verse, the one great force everywhere and always

working." So, then, matter and force are one: that

one is the ego, and the ego is Mr. Gill. That seems

to be the inevitable inference from his language.

That I do not misrepresent him is plain. "Thoughts

and volitions are no more real than matter and mo-

tion, which in the last analysis are subjective states .

Rocks, clouds, and stars are equally sensations." "I

am the universe." I would like to ask Mr. Gill afew

questions . If you are the universe, then you must be

infinite; and, if so, where is there any room for the

rest of us ? Billions of individuals have lived and

died on this planet alone, each an ego in the ordinary

acceptation of the term. How can the ego be a unit

and at the same time multiplex ? Are you not in-

volved in the same difficulty with the Trinitarians ?

If your existence did not begin with your birth, then

you may be immortal; and the same may be true of

all other beings. But, if so, it is certainly curious

that no remembrance of any former state of existence

adheres in us. If identity is continuous, and with-

out that there can be no immortality,-how is it that

memory as to our antecedents is a perfect blank ?

You say, "Without a perduring permanent, there is

no possible change, but only successive annihilations But the simplicity of which I have spoken is very

and creations. " True enough. Matter is that "per- complex, as I have explained. However simple,

Mr. Smith assumes that the simple being or entity

of which I speak in said article is the same as the

German"pure being," which is described as devoid

of internal differences and qualitative marks, so that

it is nil to conception and equal to nothing, whence

Hegel drew the absurd conclusion that being and

nothing are one and the same, and on this absurdity

built ahuge and monstrous fabric called philosophy.

This "pure being" I repudiate as an empty phrase.

My simple being, as all being must be, is qualitative.

In previous articles of this series, I have explained

(as well as in my "Evolution and Progress" and in

my "Analytical Principles") that substance, quality,

and force are one, so that no being can be devoid of

quality, or be "pure being," so called. Hence, my

monism is so far just like that which Mr. Smith

affirms against Dr. Davidson, when he says that "all

the facts and operations of nature tend to prove that

the world is the product or expression of a single

principle, or substans ."
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:

everything is necessarily complex. Its simplicity

consists in a logically disruptible unity of forces.

Nitrogen, for instance, is called a simple force or

substance; and from this, it has been hinted, the

kosmos may have been evolved. But this simple

substance is very complex. It is a congeries of

qualities , such as extension, weight, expansion, con-

traction, and power of motion, with affinities and

diffinities for various other bodies. Infinitely more

complex is the simple ego which I have defined. It

is a unitary complexus of force, which admits neither

of diminution nor increase nor disruption, though in

its modes it is multiplex and forever changing, be-

cause forever acting on itself.

But I do not hold that"all things springfrom" this

entity or ego, but that it comprises all things,because

all these are the modes or states and forms in which

it exists and operates. These things are not some-

thing different from it(the ego); and they spring from

it only as thought springs from mind or waves from

water, the waves being water and thought being

mind. The ego is the kosmic force, which is ever

the same in its essential nature and degree, but for-

ever changing its modes by a law of self-evolution.

It is thus seen that I differ, as before explained, from

other evolutionists only in that they make the kosmic

force non-ego, and I make it ego. I am a subjective

evolutionist, and they are objective evolutionists, to

which class, I suppose,belongs my critic .

WILLIAM ICRIN GILL.

WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON.

Editors of The Index:-

My own opinion is that, when Mr. Garrison laid

himself down in Humanity's lap to rest, he had no

"faith" in the Bible as a supernal "revelation," none

whatever. I knew him as a brother. I read each

number of the Liberator, from the first one in 1830 to

the last one. And we always pulled together, and

onall the aspects of theology. He assured me, when

he began the publication of his paper, that he had

felt friendly toward the Hicksite or "progressive"

Quakers; but he was not a Christian. I was at his

funeral, and do not remember that Wendell Phillips

uttered a word as to any "faith" Mr. Garrison had in

mysticism.

Moreover, we might, to serve a purpose, quote

extracts from the early writings of any number of

Liberals, now dead, to show that, in their early

manhood, they took favorable views of the Bible.

Horace Seaver, Elizur Wright, and numerous other

Liberals were once believers in the Bible. When

Iwas thirty-four years of age, the American Anti-

slavery Society published a volume I wrote, with

the following title, The Testimony of God against

Slavery; and, in seven years after, that is, in 1836,-

I discovered that there was more in that book in

favor of slavery than there was against it. Where-

upon, my Methodist coat fell from my shoulders at

once and forever.

Faith in the Bible is often imposed upon children

by Christian parents. And yet what we may have

believed when green in youth should not be quoted

against us after we have been matured in manhood.

My opinion is that Mr. Garrison, at the close of his

life, had a hope of a better future; but he was not a

Christian nor a believer in the supernatural inspira-

tion of the Bible.

QUINCY, MASS. , August 24.

LAROY SUNDERLAND.

AGOOD book, whether a novel or not, is one that

leaves you farther on than when you took it up. If,

whenyou drop it, it drops you down in the same old

spot, with no finer outlook, no cleared vision, no stim-

ulated desires for that which is better and higher, it

is in no sense a good book.-Anna Warner.

the face of a greater revelation than was ever written

in books, the revelation of the changing seasons, of

the winds, of the waves, of the green things of the

earth, and of the life of the earth and air and sea,-

the eternal revelation of wise and kind Nature. The

maker of all these things never made laws that stul-

tified and outraged his own creation.-Puck.

My dear Mr. Gimp, when you tell me that you have

amysterious revelation that a mysterious power will

punish me and cast me out from happiness because

I make myself glad on a certain day of the week,

you are talking nonsense ! You are telling me

something that might do for the Middle Ages, but

that will not do at all now. I do not believe your

story. You never have been able to substantiate it ,

even from your own records. And, even if you

brought me a stack of Greek and Hebrew manu-

scripts as high as the tower of Babel, I should not

believe it. I should tell you thatyou were flying in

BOOK NOTICES .

THE DEVELOPMENT THEORY. A Brief Statement for

General Readers. By Joseph T. Bergen, Jr. , and

Fanny D. Bergen. Boston: Lee & Shepard. 1884.

pp.240.

The doctrine of evolution has now become so well

established among scientific thinkers, exerts so power-

ful an influence on the general thought of the day,

and is destined tobecome so far-reaching inits results

in modifying systems, theories, and methods, that

no person who has an intelligent interest in his race

and age can willingly remain ignorant of this great

scientific generalization. But the majority of readers

have neither the time nor the acquaintance with

science to read and understand readily the works of

the great original thinkers and expounders in this

province of thought. They need works containing

outlines of the theory, presented briefly, clearly, com-

prehensively, free from technicalities, and with nu-

merous, simple, concrete illustrations. Such awork is

the one whose title is given above. The preface says:

"By reason of their very fulness and wealth of illus-

tration, as well as from the necessarily frequent use

of technical terms, the classic works of Darwin and

the other great founders of the modern view of the

origin of species fail to command the attention of the

non-scientific reader. The lack of simple and inex-

pensive illustrated books, which place the outline of

the evolution hypothesis clearly before the general

reader, has aided in continuing popular ignorance

concerning the theory. To assist in supplying this

want as well as to furnish to those who require it an

elementary text-book on the subject is the task which

the authors of the present little volume have set for

themselves." The authors have performed their task

in a very creditable manner. Their statement of

organic evolution, with proofs, arguments, and illus.

trations in support and exposition of it, is one that

any reader of ordinary intelligence can understand.

The work evinces acquaintance with the best writers

on the subject, and much discrimination and skill in

presenting essential and omitting unessential parts of

the theory, in the selections of examples and illustra-

tions, andinthe general arrangement of material. The

demand for works of this sort is one of the very en

couraging signs of the times; for it shows a desire for

something more than a mere exposure of fancies and

fallacies that originated inthe intellectual childhood

of the race, a desire for ascertainable information

respecting the natural history of life on this planet,-

information which, once acquired, with its implica-

tions understood, will forever destroy all special crea-

tion hypotheses, and render unnecessary and a waste

oftime and effort all arguments against the "mistakes

ofMoses."

B. F. U.

THE WIND AND THE WHIRLWIND. By Wilfred Scawen

Blunt. Boston: Benjamin R. Tucker, publisher.

Paper covers. Price 25 cents.

This poem of thirty pages has neither preface nor

note explanatory of its author's whereabouts or na-

tivity or the why and wherefore of the poem. It

appears to be a somewhat morbid arraignment of the

government of England for its action in regard to

Egyptian affairs and its culpability in the matter of

the War in the Soudan. In spite of the tragic and

prophetically dismal tone of the poem, the verse is

smooth and flowing, and the thought often vigorous

and not lacking in poetic merit. But it is not to be

one of the great poems of the day; nor will it ma-

terially hasten on that dissolution of the English

nation which it so fiercely prophesies in verses like

the following:-

"The nations of the East have left their childhood.

Thou art grown old. Their manhood is to come;

And they shall carry on earth's high tradition

Through the long ages when thy lips are dumb."

We give a further specimen verse or two :-

"Nay, here, by heaven,

This task atleast a poet best maydo,-

To stand alone against the mighty many,

To force a hearing for the weak and few."

"Andwho shall say that this year's cause of freedom

Loston the Nile has not as worthy proved

Of poets' hymning as the cause which Milton

Sang in his blindness, or which Dante loved?"

S. A. U.

THE leading article of the September number of the

Popular Science Monthly is "Scientific Culture: Its

Spirit, its Aim, and its Methods," by Prof. J. P.

Cooke, who, taking his illustrations from chemistry,

aims to show that scientific study may be most valu-

able in training the mind in inductive reasoning.

The portrait of the number gives the features of Prof.

Lesley, chief geologist of Pennsylvania, of whom a

biographical sketch is also given. "The Upper Mis-

souri River System," by Lester F. Ward, describes

the action of the Missouri and Yellowstone Rivers in

continually cutting away one side of their valleys

and building up the other. "Where and How we

Remember" is by M. Allen Starr, M.D. "The Astron-

omy of Primitive Peoples" and "Chinese Coroners'

Inquests" are interesting. In "National Health and

Work," Sir James Paget presents an additional

reason for sanitary activity. The "Chemistry of

Cookery" and "Morality of Happiness" are contin-

ued; and other articles are: "Aims of the Study of

Anthropology," "Sorghum as a Source of Sugar,"

"Hygiene for Smokers," "How the Dodder became

a Parasite," "Sun-Kinks," "The Problem of Popu-

lation," and "Protection against Lightning." The

editor writes on the coming meetings of the British

and American associations, and discusses "The Col-

lege Fetich Once More."

THE leading article in the North American Review

for September is by Bishop J. Lancaster Spalding,

who insists that the only sure "Basis of Popular

Government" is morality, not culture of the intellect,

nor universal suffrage, nor the development of ma-

terial resources. The policy of "The Exclusion of the

Chinese" is advocated by John H. Durst, who pre-

sents a striking array of arguments against Mongo-

lian emigration. Four distinguished writers on polit-

ical economy-namely, David A. Wells, Thomas G.

Shearman, J. B. Sargent, and Prof. W. G. Sumner-

set forth, from nearlyevery conceivable point of view,

the "Evils of the Tariff System"; and it is announced

that in the Review for October several writers of no

less distinction will exhibit the "Benefits of the

Tariff System." The other articles in the current

number are: "The Demand of the Industrial Spirit,"

by Charles Dudley Warner; "Inspiration and Infalli-

bility," by Rev. Dr. J. H. Rylance; "The Need of

Liberal Divorce Laws," by Elizabeth Cady Stanton;

and "Our Remote Ancestry," by Prof. Alexander

Winchell.

THE FLORAL WORLD.

A SUPERB, ILLUSTRATED $1.00 MONTHLY WILL

BE SENT ON TRIAL

FREE ONE YEAR !

To all who will enclose this ad. to us NOW with 12 2c.

stamps to prepay postage. The Indiana Farmer says:

"Contents interesting and to flower lovers well worth the

price,-$1.00 per year." Sworn subscription list over 12,000

in every State and Territory, Canada, Great Britain, South

America,Africa, India, and Australia.

Mrs. R. A. Houk, Bingen, Ind., says : "It is the best floral

paper I ever saw." Mrs. J. W. Fay, Big Beaver, Mich.:

"It is magnificent!" Mrs. R. G. Stambach, Perth Amboy,

N.J.: "Have never seen anything half so good." Mrs. J. L.

Shankin, Seneca City, S.C.: "It is just splendid."

ADDRESS

The Floral World Highland Park, Lake Co., Ill.

BELVIDERE SEMINARY.

The plan of an Industrial School which was sent by the

Misses Bush, of Belvidere Seminary, New Jersey, to the

widowof Wendell Phillips, has received her approval and

permission to name the institution, when established, the

Wendell Phillips Memorial Industrial School.

The plan has also been highly commended by some of

the most eminent educators in this country, and active

measures are being taken to insure its success.

Its originators respectfully solicit such aid and influence

in behalf of their enterprise as the friends of Wendell

Phillips maybe pleased to offer. They will conferperson-

ally orby letter with any one interested in their plan, and

will very gratefully receive donations, in large or small

anounts, ofmoney, books, stationery, pictures, chemical

and philosophical apparatus, or charts and specimens

needed in the study of the Natural Sciences. All parties

responding in any way substantially to this call will be

considered founders ofthe institution .

Belvidere, Warren County , N..J.
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75 GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6vols .

GRANVILLE (J. M.) . Sleep and Sleep-

lessness .

GRAY (ASA). Darwiniana: Essays and

Reviews pertaining to Darwinism

.75

1.00

12.00

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

2.00

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2 vols. 4.00

HAECKEL (ERNST) . The History of

Creation; or, The Developmentof the

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes. Illus . 2 vols. 5.00

LYELL'S Principlesof Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus ..

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK (W. H.). Is Life Worth Living? 1.25

Social Equality...

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Body and Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutualual Influence, specially in refer-

ence toMental Disorders

Physiology of Mind....

BodyandWill: Being an Essay concern-

ing Will in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical, andPathologicalAspects ....

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-

lyle.

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON). The

Organs of Speech and their Apulica-

tion in the Formation of Articmate

Sounds .

MILL (JOHN STUART) . The Positive

Philosophy of Auguste Comte......

Political Economy .

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

1.00

1.50

2.00

SCOTT'S Complete Poetical Works. Illus. 8.00

SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols.

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

Memoir andPortrait. 2 vols ......2.50

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women...

SMITH'S Ancient History, from the Earli-

est Records to the Fall of the Western

Empire. Illus . 3 vols .....

15.00

3.50

3.00

6.00

1.75 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00-

Chemistry .50

Physics .. .50

8.00 Physical Geography
.50

Geology..
.50

Physiology .50

Astronomy.
50

Botany
.50

Logic....
.50

15.00
Inventional Geometry .50

Piano-forte Playing
.50

Political Economy...
.50

NaturalResources of the United States .
.50

1.00

Principles of Biology. 2 vols..... 4.00

1.50

2.50

Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols........ 4.00
Principles of Sociology . 2 vols... 4.00

2.50
Universal Progress ...

200

1.50
Essays, Moral, Political, Esthetic...

2.00

2.50
Social Statics ....

2.00

Data of Ethics

1.50
1.25

Study of Sociology .
1.25

1.50
Education

1.25

Ilus.... 2.00

Farm Legends. Illus.... 2.00 HALLOWELL (R. P.). The Quaker Inva-
1.25

Farm Ballads. Illus ..... 2.00

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits andMaps. 6vols ...

French Revolution. 2 vols . 2.50

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols ... 2.50

Critical andMiscellaneous Essays. With
Portrait. 2 vols ....

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With

Portraits. 2 vols ...

1.50

4.00

CHADWICK (J. W.). The Bible ofTo-day, 1.50

The Faith of Reason 1.00

HAWLEY (F. B.). Capital and Popula-

tion: A Study of the Economic Effects

of their Relations to each other........ 1.50

The ManJesus.. 1.00

CHANEY (G. L.) . F. Grant& Co.; or, Part-

nerships. A Story for the Boys who

meanBusiness .

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

Scarlet Letter.....

The House of the Seven Gables.

1.25

Tom. A Home Story . 1.25 HAZARD (ROWLANDG.). Man a Cre-

CHILD(LYDIA MARIA). Aspirations of

the World: A Chain of Opals.........
Looking towardSunset....

1.25

2.50

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

Appendixby Wendell Phillips . With
Portrait..

ative First Cause

Freedom of the Will

HELMHOLTZ (H.) . Popular Lectures on

Scientific Subjects . Withan Introduc

tion by Prof. Tyndall...

.75

2.00

2.00

Second Series .
1.50

1.50

CLARK (EDW. H., M.D.). Sex in Educa-

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus.. 4.00

tion
1.25

TheBuilding of a Brain 1.25

CLODD (E. ). The Childhoods of Religions .

Asimple account of the Birth and

Growth ofMyths and Legends....

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment.....

Young Folks' History of the United

States

1.50

1.50

1.25
Margaret Fuller Ossoli... ............

1.25

ingPlace 1.75

7.50

sion of Massachusetts ....

HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy..... 2.00

HAMMOND (DR. W. A. ), A Treatise on

Diseases of the Nervous System ... 5.00

HARDY (ARTHURS.). ButyetaWoman 1.25

3.50 HARRIS (J. C.). Uncle Remus: His Songs

and Sayings. The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus.....

COBBE (FRANCES POWER). TheDuties

ofWomen........ Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY (M.D.). The SacredAnthology, 200

TheEarthward Pilgrimage...
Idols and Ideals .

1.75

1.50

1.50

DemonologyandDevil Lore. 2 vols..... 7.00
Emerson atHomeandAbroad..........

COOKE (J. P. ). Scientific Culture, and

OtherEssays....

The New Chemistry..

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

The Mystery ofPain ...

Physiology for Practical Use

HOLLAND (F. M.). Reign of the Stoics..
Stories from Robert Browning

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing.. Paper,35 cts.; cloth,

1.00 HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The

2.00

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Completein 16vols... 20.00

DANA (R. H. ). TwoYears before the Mast, 1.50

DARWIN (CHARLES). Origin ofSpecies, 2.00
Descent of Man.....

Journal of Researches .

Emotional Expression......

Animals and Plants under Domestica-

3.00

2.00

Autocrat of the Breakfast Table...

The Professor at the Breakfast Table....

The Poet at the Breakfast Table..

Poems...

Ralph Waldo Emerson
Elsfe Venner

HOOD'S ( THOMAS) Poems. With Me-
moirandPortrait. 2 vols ..

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.) . The Lady of the

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos ; or, Sketch of a
Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols.....

1.25

1.25

1.00

2.25

1.25

1.50

.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

2.00

1.25

2.00

3.50

1.50

MUELLER (F. MAX). Lectures on the

Science of Language .

Chips from a GermanWorkshop. Vol . I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, andCustoms. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, andAn-

tiquities. Vol . IV. Comparative Phi-

lology, Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol., $2.00;

theset

Lectures on the Science of Religion :

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or

Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustratedby the Relig-

fons of India

OORT(DR. H.) and HOOYKAAS (DR. I.) .

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Studyofthe Bible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges ....

Vol. II. Kings and Prophets

Vol . III . New Testament....

OSWALD (FELIX L. , M.D.).

10.00

2.00

STEWART (S. J.) . The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatitis andhowit Grew.. .25

STICKNEY (ALBERT). ATrue Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of"Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful

illustrations
5.00

STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER) . Old-

town Folks . ANew England Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

landStory

2.50 STRAUSS (D. F.). The Old Faith and the

New....

2.00

2.00

2.00

1.00

Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature.....

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

ofthe Christian Religion and theSig-

nificanceof itsRise andDecline..... 1.00

PAINE (THOMAS). Age of Reason.......

Complete Works...

PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind

.50

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

oweto each other .

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-
fiveYears ..

TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

Motion

Fragments of Science .
Light andElectricity .

Lessons inElectricity.

Hours of Exercise in the Alps .........

BelfastAddress ...

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

Prayers by Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of

Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools and Families. 75 VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

theReligion and Philosophy of Eman-

uel Swedenborg

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.

With Portraits. 2 vols ..

Life of Jefferson. WithPortrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

Famous Americans of Recent Times .... 2.00

LifeofVoltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

1.50 PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART). The

Aroostook ....tion. 2 vols ......
Insectivorous Plants 5.00 The Undiscovered Country.

2.00ClimbingPlants GatesAjar .......

Beyondthe Gates.Orchids fertilized by Insects

Forms ofFlowers ..

Fertilization inthe Vegetable Kingdom. 2.00
1.75 3.00 DoctorZay

Travels and Researches

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-

.75 PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newly engravedLikenessesofSumner.

2vols.....

2.00

STALLO (J. B.). The Concepts and Theo-

ries of ModernPhysics.. 1.75

Physical

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50

7.00 UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

1.50

1.00

ures

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free

Thought

VOGEL (A.). APractical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ......

1.00

1.75

traits. 3 vols ...

1.25

4.00

WALKER (PROF. F. A.) . Wages

Money.....

Money. Trade, and Industry.

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6
vols. Illus ..

2.00 WEEDEN (W. B.) . Morality of Prohibi-

6.00

tions. 2 vols. 6.00

1.50

1.50

tory Liquor Laws

The Social Law of Labor...

WEISS (JOHN). Life andCorrespondence

AmericanReligion

of Theodore Parker

The ImmortalLife

Wit,Humor, and Shakespeare

Growth of Language

1.25 WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

1.50

Completeset, 13 vols.

Vegetable Mould, etc ...

Powerof
Movement in Plants .

2.00
1.50

1.50
traits...

25.00 HUME'S (DAVID)Essays ..
1.50

6.00

4.50

3.50

4.00

1.50

10.00

1.25

1.50

4.00

1.50

1.50

2.00

1.50

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works,withPortrait 2.00

WILSON (HENRY). Rise andFallof the

Slave Power inAmerica. 3vols ....... 9.00
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Fast Potato Digging Travels in Faithfrom

SENT ON

60 Days'

TestTrial.

THE MONARCH POTATO DIGGER

Savesitscostyearly, FIVE TIMES

OVER, to every farmer, Guar

anteed toDig Six Hundred

Bushels aDay!

Agents
Wanted,

Write postal card for FREE elegantly

illustrated Catalogue, in Six Brilliant Colors,

that cost us $2000 to publish.

206 State St. ,

Monarch Manufacturing Co., CHICAGO,ILL.

Tradition to Reason.

By ROBERT C. ADAMS.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.

WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS

The 32d School Year of this Family and

DaySchool for Boys and Giris will begin
Sept. 17, 1884. For catalogue address

NATH'L T. ALLEN, WestNewton, Mass.

Man---Whence and Whither ?

By RICHARD B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.B.

Price $1.00.

For sale at THE INDEX office.

THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT :

Its Philosophical Basis ; Its Gen-

ALL ODDS

THEBEST EQUIPPED
RAILROAD IN THE WORLD.

Let it be forever remembered that the

eralAims;Its Relation to Chris- Chicago & North-Westerntianity, Unitarianism, and Free

Religion. RAILWAY

THREE ADDRESSES BEFORE THE FREE RE- is the best and shortest route toand from
LIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, BOSTON, MAY 30,

by Messrs. W. M. SALTER, W. L.

SHF and S. B. WESTON.

Robert G. Ingersoll's WritingeOnly authorized editio, Cornell UnivLib

J. HART & CO.,

BANKERS,

Doylestown, Pa.

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points inEurope. Agency

for the American Line of Steamers.

2,000

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-

called "Twelve Great Pictures ofthe World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI ;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;
Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; AS-

sumption of the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans-

figuration, RAPHAEL ; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL; HolyNight, CORREGGIO ; Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent bymail on receipt of $2.10; or

any one or more at 20 cts. each (with Cata-

loguewhendesired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee, Wis.

THE

Vol. I.-THE GODS, and Other

Contents: "The Gods,"Lectures.

"Humboldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individ-

uality," "Heretics and Heresies." 12mo,

253 pages. Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. II. -THE GHOSTS, and Other

Lectures. Contents: "The Ghosts,"

"The Liberty of Man, Woman, and

Child," "The Declaration of Independ-

ence," "About Farming in Illinois ,"

"The Grant Banquet Toast," "The Past

rises before me like aDream," "Tribute

ONDEX office. Price 15 cents .

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

that it is preferred by all well-posted trav-

ellers when passing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

21 8 20FLON IN ITS RELATIONS

TO EVANGELICAL RELIG It also operates the best route and the short
ION. Addresses of B. F. UNDERWOOD,

Prof. P. A. CHADBOURNE, and Prof.ASA

GRAY at a meeting of the "Evangelical

line between

Alliance"heldinBoston, Sept.10, 1882. Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapolis.
5cts.

NATURALISM Vs. SUPERNAT- Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison,

URALISM. By B. F. UNDERWOOD.
10 cts.

WHAT KIND OF MORALITY
DID JESUS AND THE APOS.

TLES TEACH? By F. M. HOL

LAND, 5 cts .

toRev.Alexander,Clark," "Tribute to GOD OF THE GALILEAN? ByEbon C. Ingersoll." 12mo, 243 pages .

Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents .

Vol. III.-SOME MISTAKES OF

MOSES. 12mo, 278 pages. Cloth, $1.25;

paper, 50 cents.

Vol. IV.-INGERSOLL ON TAL-
(New. )MAGIAN THEOLOGY,

443 pages. Cloth, gilt top, $2.00; plain

cloth, $1.25; paper 50 cents .

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE

SAVED ? 89 pages, 12mo. Paper, 25

cents.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, A
series of articles on the Christian Relig-

ion, by Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, Judge

JEREMIAH S. BLACK, and Prof. GEORGE
P. FISHER. The only complete and au-

thorized edition. One volume, 8vo, 143

pages. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents.

VINDICATION OF THOMAS

PAINE, from the attacks of the

FELIX L. OSWALD. 5 cts.

THE SCIENTIFIC AND META-
PHYSICAL METHODS

IN
PHILOSOPHY. By LEWIS G.

JANES. 5 cts.

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY.

By WILLIAM FREY. 15 cts.

AN AGNOSTIC VIEW OF THE

DOCTRINE OF VICARIOUS

ATONEMENT. By W. H. SPENCER.

5cts.

AGNOSTICISM AND RELIGION,

By W. H. SPENCER. 5 cts.

Fort Howard (Green Bay), Wis., Winona,

Owatonna, Mankato, Minn., Cedar Rapids,

Des Moines,Webster City,Algona, Clinton,
Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin,Rock-

ford, Ill ., are among its eight hundred local
stations on its lines .

Among a the numerous points of

superiority enjoyed by the patrons ofthis
road are its Day Coaches, which are the

finest that human art and ingenuity can
create ; its Palatial Sleeping Cars,

which are models of comfort and elegance;

its Palace Drawing Room Cars ,

which are unsurpassed by any; and its

widely celebrated

NORTH-WESTERN DINING CARS,

the like of which are not run by any other

road anywhere. In short, it is asserted that
it is the best equipped road in the

world.

All points of interest North, North-west,

Address THE INDEX, 44 Boylston Street, and West of Chicago, business centres,
Boston,Mass.

The Secret of the East ;
OR,

New York Observer. By ROBERT G. The Origin of the Christian Religion
INGERSOLL. Paper,25 cents.

Just Published:

Ingersoll's Lectures Complete.
In one superb volume,1306 pages, octavo,

half calf, gilt, mottled edges. Price, post-

Woman Question in Europe, Paid, $5.00.

A Series of Original Essays .

Edited by THEODORE STANTΟΝ, Μ.Α.

With an Introduction by FRANCES

POWER COBBE.

Large Octavo, Cloth Extra, $3.50.

Chapter

CONTENTS.

I. ENGLAND.

I. THE WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE MOVE-

MENT. By Millicent Garrett

Fawcett.

II. THE WOMEN'S EDUCATIONAL

MOVEMENT. By Maria G.

Grey.

III. WOMEN IN MEDICINE. By Fran-
cesE. Hoggan, M.D.

IV. THE INDUSTRIAL MOVEMENT.

By Jessie Boucherett.

V. WOMEN AS PHILANTHROPISTS.

By Henrietta O. Barnett.

II . GERMANY.

1. A GENERAL REVIEW OF THE

WOMEN'S MOVEMENT INGER-

MANY. By Anna Schepeler-

Lette and Jenny Hirsch.

II . THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

GERMAN WOMEN. By Marie

Calm.

III. HOLLAND. By Elise van Calcar.

IV . AUSTRIA. By Johanna Leiten-

berger.

V. NORWAY. By Camilla Collett.

VI. SWEDEN. By Rosalie Ulrica Olive-

crona. By Kirstine Fred-

VII. DENMARK.

eriksen.

VIII. FRANCE. By the Editor.

IX. ITALY.

I.A GENERAL REVIEW. By Au-

reliaCiminoFollierode Luna.

II. THE EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENT.
ByDora D'Istria.

X. SPAIN. ByConcepcionArenal.

XI. PORTUGAL. By Rodrigues de

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL

RIGHTS MASS MEETING, held

at Lincoln Hall, Washington, D.C., Octo-

ber 22, 1883, Containing the speeches of

Hon. FREDERICK DOUGLASS and Col.

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Large size, oc-

tavo. Paper, price 15 cents.

PROSE -POEMS AND SELEC-

TIONS from the writings and sayings
of Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Embel-

lished with a steel-engraved portrait of

the author. Beautifully printed on ele-

gant white paper, and in every way a

splendidbook forthecentre table. Price
$2.50.

and the Significance of its

Rise and Decline.

By FELIX L. OSWALD, M.D.

Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1.00.

"The work covers agreat amount of crit-

ical and historical ground independently of

the Buddhistic analogies; it is in fact a vig-

orous, uncompromising outline of Christian

history, with all the weakness and wicked-

ness mercilessly dragged into daylight...

The case against the Christian Church is a

marvellously strong one. The superstitions

and miseries of medievalism, the woes,

tortures, burnings, rackings, and brutalities

accomplished in the name of Christianity,

are set in blackest array. The Nature-wor-

ship of the paganGreeks andRomans is set
in contrast. Nor is Dr. Oswald very gener-
ous in admission of improvement in con-

temporary Christianity. To him, it is a
hurtful supernaturalism, impeding science,

diffusing pessimism, promoting hypocrisy,
and repressing the physical nature. His

book is remarkably well written,brilliantly
concise in style, and, aside from its special

For sale at THE INDEX office, 44Boylston theories, ofconsiderable scientific and his-
Street,Boston.

THE PROBLEM OF POVERTY.

toric value."-Boston Evening Transcript.

Sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt of price

ALecture delivered before the Society by the INDEX ASSOCIATION, 44 Boylston
Street, Boston, Mass.

for Ethical Culture of Chicago. For

sale at THE INDEX office. Price 10 cts .

THE ABSENCE OF DESIGN IN

NATURE. By Prof. H. D. GARRISON.

ALecture delivered before the Philo-

sophical Society of Chicago. Price 10

cts . For sale at THE INDEX office.

T

Fine Cabinet Photographs

Charles Darwin,

Prof. Huxley,

OF

Prof. Tyndall,

John Fiske,

THE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

tising public is respectfullysolicited for R. W. Emerson,

Herbert Spencer,

H. W. Longfellow,

Charles Sumner,

THE INDEX. Though the paper must not be

held responsible for any statements made
by advertisers, the attempt will be honestly

made to keep the advertising pages in en-

tireharmony with its general character and

principles. To this end, all improper or

"blind" advertisements, all quack adver-

tisements, and all advertisements believed Geo. Jacob Holyoake,
to be fraudulent or unjust to any one, will

be excluded from these columns.

ADVERTISING RATES.

Freitas.By Isala van Diest, For 1 to 12 Insertions,
XII. BELGIUM.

M.D.

XIII. SWITZERLAND. By Marie Goegg.

XIV. RUSSIA. By Marie Zebrikoff.

XV. POLAND. By Elise Oresko.

XVI. BOHEMIA. By Elise Krásnohorska.

XVII. THE ORIENT. By Kalliope A.

Kehaya.

" 13 " 25

" 26 " 51

"52

6"

" "

10c. per line.

8c.

6c. "

5с. 66 "

"

Onhalf-column advertisements, a discount

of 10per cent. will bemade; on full-column

advertisements,a discount of 25 per cent.

On all advertisements for which cash is
paid in advance, a further discount of 25per

For sale at THE INDEX office and sent by cent. on the total, as above calculated, will,

mail, prepaid, on receipt of price.

Wendell Phillips,

W. L. Garrison,

Theodore Parker,

Felix Adler,

M. J. Savage,

F. E. Abbot,

Frances Power Cobbe,

0. W. Holmes,

J. G. Whittier,

Geo. Wm. Curtis,

are for sale at this office at 50 cents each,

and will be sent by mail to any address on

Address

receipt of price.

bemade.

THE INDEX,

44Boylston St., Boston, Mass.

summer resorts, and noted hunting and

fishing grounds, are accessible by the varí-
ous branches of this road.

It owns and controls over five thousand

miles of road, and has over four hundred

passenger conductors constantly caring for

its millionsofpatrons.
Askyour ticket agent for tickets via this

route, and take none other. All leading

ticket agents sell them. It costs no more to

travel on this route that gives first-class ac-

commodations than it does to go by the

poorly equipped roads.

Formaps, descriptive circulars, and sum-

mer resort papers, or other information not

obtainable at your local ticket office, write

to the

GEN'L PASS. AGENT, C. & N.-W. RY

CHICAGO, ILL.

INVESTORS
should confer with the

WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO.,

LAWRENCE, KANSAS .

First Mortgage Real Estate Loans paid
in New York. Absolute Satisfaction

GUARANTEED. For reliability, consult Third

Nat. Bank . N. Y. City , or Nat. Bank, Lawrence, Kan.
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ACHINESE translation of Mr. Herbert Spencer's

Education has just reached England. The book

has been translated into every living language of

Europe, into Japanese and Chinese, and, it is be-

lieved, into several of the vernacular languages of

India.

COMMENTING upon the aggressive spirit with

which the SalvationArmy seems to fill the public

wherever its soldiers appear, the New York Tribune

remarks that this antipathy "is to be regretted,

because it isperhaps the only influence which can

keep the Salvation Army as a movement alive.

Nothing that is persecuted perishes during the

persecution. That is the rule as regards all organ-

izations ; and therefore this craze, which is vulgar,

profane, sensational, unintellectual, and utterly

delusive as to its spiritual consequences, may be

kept from dying, and given a foothold at last,

through the stupidity of those who cannot restrain

their inclination to make targets of the hallelujah

lads and lassies."

THREE Milwaukee lawyers having charged$25,-

000 for settling an estate worth $32,000, Judge

Drummond, of the Federal Court, expressed him-

self in regard to this "piece of rapine" as follows :

"Howmuch more are your services worth toyour

clients than mine to the people? You have charged

$25,000 for sixty days' service. Could you not be

content, each of you, to take my pro rata for the

same time ? These charges are infamous. They

are such as scoundrels and thieves at heart would

make. This charge of $15,000 is cut down to

$1,500, those of $5,000 each to $500. Repeat such

a piece of rapine in this court, and I will debar

every one of you."

THE Ottawa Free Press says that a large num-

ber of free thinkers from all parts of Ontario

assembled recently at Alton, Ont., "to celebrate

laying the corner-stone of a free-thought hall, for

themeeting of local free thinkers." As this is the

first hall of the kind ever built in Canada, the

affair attracted much attention. The same paper

states : "By an early steamer, Charles Watts, for-

merly an associate of Charles Bradlaugh, having

disposed of all interest in his English publications,

arrives in Canada to reside permanently at To-

ronto, where a weekly organ is to be started and

a magnificent lecture hall erected. A guarantee

fundhas been subscribed to keep Mr. Watts stead-

ily employed lecturing throughout Canada."

"THE abolition of public or official prayer," says

the Nation, "by the French Legislature has led to

much very heated discussion. Its authors main-

tain that it means simply that the State has no

religion and has nothing to do with religion. But

some of the bishops declare that it is a formal

repudiation of God or a denial of his existence by

the State. M. Paul de Cassagnac, who says he is

a pious man, sides with the unbelievers or 'laiciz-

ers,' as they prefer to be called, but for a reason

peculiar to himself; namely, that he does not pray

for the Republic, lest his prayers should be an-

swered, and a form of government which he hates

should profit by them. This is probably the

oddest expression of belief in the efficacy of prayer

yetproduced."

FROM a paragraph in the Banner of Light, we

take the following : "Prof. Tyndall has been

quoted as saying to a London thief, 'You must not

steal ; not because it is immoral to steal, but be-

cause society, the State, cannot stand, cannot en-

dure, unless there is an observance and enforce-

ment of the laws of common honesty.' The

obvious error lies in the fact that, without certain

fixed moral purposes, neither society nor the State

could endure. The laws of common honesty of

which Prof. Tyndall speaks are but the laws of

common morality." Our contemporary's criticism

of what "Prof. Tyndall has been quoted as saying

to a London thief" is sound; but the most "obvi-

ous error" is in assuming that Tyndall ever spoke

to a thief as represented.

THE committee appointed by the French gov-

ernment, at the request of M. Pasteur, to verify his

experiments in treating hydrophobia by inocula-

tion, have reported that inoculation with the

attenuated virus of hydrophobia gives a dog im-

munity from the disease, just as similar treatment

preserves a sheep from charbon. All the twenty-

three dogs submitted by M. Pasteur as having

been thus inoculated have resisted the strongest

virus on inoculation, whereas the majority of the

nineteen non-inoculated dogs have succumbed.

Of the latter, six were bitten by mad dogs, three

of them becoming mad; eight were subjected to

intravenous inoculation, all becoming mad; and

five to inoculation by trepanning, all becoming

mad. The committee will now inoculate a large

number of fresh dogs, and willcompare these with

an equal number of dogs not inoculated. It will

likewise investigate the question whether, after a
dog has been bitten, inoculation with the attenu-
ated virus will prevent any consequences from the

bite. M. Pasteur will lay before the International

Health Congress at Copenhagen results which, as
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the committee remark, "are so honorable for

French science, and give it a fresh claim on the

gratitude of mankind."

THE difference of views as to the merits of ex-

isting political parties and their Presidential can-

didates seems to be as great among Liberals as

among other people. Truly liberal are they only

who recognize and respect the right of members of

all parties and of no party to express and defend

their views on the political issues of the hour as

well as on subjects of a religious and speculative

nature. To the moral aspects of our Presidential

contest, none of our readers can be indifferent ;

and, since their discussion is within the province

and germane to the object of The Index, the

editors of the paper would neither be true to their

liberal professions nor faithful to their trust, did

they exclude such discussion from these columns.

But, since the subject is one on which there is a

variety of opinions, it is not unlikely that those

who cannot agree with Mr. Potter in his view of

the situation presented this week will, before the

discussion is ended, find their own positions stated

in these columns with a clearness and force which

will gratify them quite as much as they may now

be annoyed by strictures on their parties and

candidates. As Liberals, we should all divest our-

selves of an unreasoning, bigoted, partisan spirit,

and, agreeing to differ where we cannot agree,

frankly discuss our positions, dominatedby love of

truth and a generous spirit toward those from

whose opinions we are obliged to dissent.

In a letter to the Committee of South Place

Religious Society, Moncure D. Conway writes :

"My wife and Ihave both and equally endeavored

to prolong our stay inEngland for the sake of our

work in South Place, but have now made up our

minds that we cannot remain in Europe longer

than next year, if so long. If you should desire

me to speak again at South Place in the early part

of next year, and Iam able to do so, my present

resignation will not prevent it. Meanwhile, after

August, the society will again have the opportu-

nity of listening to my colleague, towhom Ihave

been looking, and still look, to commend himself

to you as one able to carry on the workwhich I

must leave. It is unnecessary that I should say

more concerning the reasons that have impelled

me to this decision than that they are of a purely

private and domestic character, and include no
dissatisfaction with South Place or with the coun-

try in which I have so long and happily resided.

My residence in England was never pleasanter;

and my relations with South Place, so far as I

know, were never happier than at present. The

giving up of South Place willmean for megiving

up the ministry altogether. I have no intention

of ever again taking charge of acongregation. It

seems a kind of death to leave the work to which

twenty-one years, representing the heart of one's

life, have been devoted; and, as the time of my

departure draws near, Itrust it may be attended

with kindly sentiments, and that I may have the

consolation of passing away amid peace and

friendship."
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PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MORALITY :

A Question of the Presidential Campaign.

THE INDEX SEPTEMBER 4 1884

Probably in no former Presidential contest in

this country have so large a proportion of intelli-

gent and conscientious voters been perplexed with

the question how to vote as in the pending politi-

cal campaign. Party ties have been weakening

now for a number of years, in spite of the annual

or quadrennial plying ofthe partywhip. Between

the statements of principles of the two leading

parties, one of whom, most probably, will win,

there is not sufficient difference to prevent a very

considerable number of voters from passing easily

from one side to the other; and neither of these

parties presents now in its platform a central

moral principle of predominant authority. As

between these two great parties,consequently, the

contest turns almost wholly on the personal char-

acter and competency of the candidates whom

theyhave respectively nominated for the Presiden-

tial office. And, unfortunately, it happens that

both parties have nominated candidates of such

questionable moral character that the conscientious

voter, feeling very sure that oneof them must be

President, is put to great stress todecide to which

he shallgivehis aid.

Into the question of the serious charges which

have been made against the characters of Mr.

Blaine and Mr. Cleveland, we do not propose here

to enter farther than this : Mr. Blaine is accused

of official immorality, or of using his high office as

speaker of the national House of Representatives

for purposes of private gain; and on this charge

his own letters offer the most damnatory evidence

of their truthfulness,-evidence which no partisan

explanations have succeeded in so washing away

that the letters shall seem to the eyes of the voter

of ordinary intelligence merely to refer to a clean

business transaction. We chanced to hear their

author's own memorable defence of these letters

in the House of Representatives at Washington.

As a piece of skilful and passionate oratory, the

defence was a masterly success. The chairman of

the investigating committee seemed to cower and

sink into his seat under the blows of the speaker's

invective, and the galleries vociferously applauded.

But the more sober-minded among the throng of

auditors, as they came out, said to each other,

"After all, he has not answered the charges : he

has only thrown dust over them." And it is in

this way that the non-partisan, clear-headed voter

views all present campaign attempts at excusing

these letters. Mr. Cleveland is accused of private

immorality, or of once living in illegitimate con-

nection with awoman not his wife. The grossly

exaggerated charge of general and notorious prof-

ligacy, at first published,has been sifted down to

this admitted and perfectly authenticated fact.

Wemay here say that, when this original charge

was published, we were on a distant excursion,

and did not see it,nor havewe ever seen it. We

only saw brief and veiled references to it, and were

disposed to dismiss it as wholly and only a vile

campaign slander. It was not until we saw the

detailed account of the facts of the case, as given

in the Nation of August 7, which were further

authenticated by Dr. Twining's subsequent state-

ment in the Independent, after a thorough investi-

gation, and by the statement issuedbyprominent

citizens of Buffalo, that we formed any conclusion

as to the bearing of the charge onthe moral duty

of the voter; that is, we came to our conclusion

in the case on statements intended to be a defence

of Mr. Cleveland against the originalcharges, and

which did disprove the grosser part of those

charges. In other words, we have formed our

own conclusion as to the moral issue involved in

theproblempresented to the voter in the pending

campaign on the so-called Mulligan letters written

by Mr. Blaine, and impeaching his official integ-

rity, on the onehand, and the one admitted fact of

private immorality in the character of Mr. Cleve-

land, on the otherhand.

do not believe that one of these reasons would

havebeen urged in favor of his nomination, not-

withstanding the exposure. They are the after-

resorts of expediency, and some of them very

desperate ones, to shore up a badcause.

It is true that there was alower acknowledged

standard of private character for public men a

century ago than exists to-day, and there is a

lower standard in some countries to-day than in

the United States. The improvement that has

been wrought in this respect, and particularly the

increased demand that those who stand in high

official positions shall not be violators of the

sacred obligations and rights of the institution of

the family, are among the most important marks

of moral progress. Let there be no retrograde in

this feature of social ethics ; no resuscitation of

the lower obsolescent standard of virtue by know-

ingly placing in the highest office in the land-an

office equal in dignity to that of any sovereign in

the world-a man whose reputation is stained

with this offence against chastity. Surely there

is no such dearth of able and pure men in our

country that such achoice has become a necessity.

We do not believe that men of good private

morals are so rare in the public service as some of

And what is that conclusion? It is, in brief,

that neither of these leading candidates is worthy

to be placed in the office for which he has been

nominated. And though, in the naturalcourse of

events, it is altogether probable that one of them

will be placed there,we have ourselves toomuch

respect for the Presidential office personally to

help, by vote or voice, in elevating either of these

men to the high position. Our motto is not, "Of

two evils, choose the least," but "Of two evils,

choose neither." Nor does the citizen who takes

this ground throw away all his influence and make

himself a political nonentity. Possibly, his vote

may not be anywhere effectively counted this year.

But his position will be marked, and his influence

maytell on party nominations in the future. In.

deed, if all those voters and political leaders who,

irrespective of partisan considerations, have at any

time, months ago or this present hour, openly or

tacitly confessed themselves dissatisfied for moral❘ the defenders of Mr. Cleveland's candidacy would

reasons with these nominations, were nowto with-

draw their support from them and unite on anew

ticket free from such reproach, they might have it

in their power even now to prevent the election of

either of the objectionable candidates. The weak-

ness of the moral element in politics is that it

too easily submits to party discipline, and thus

loses its own opportunities. It, at least, behooves

the party of the Independents, who started their

separate organization on the avowed ground of a

more strenuous application of moral principles to

political action,now to reconsider their position,

declare their distinctive platform, and name their

separate candidates. That which seemed to us

from the first their better course becomes now

their urgent duty for the sake of simple consist-

encyand self-respect. It were a pitiful conclusion

to a moral-reform movement in politics that its

first effort should aid in placing in the White

House a man inwhose private career there is an

admitted immorality of a kind which cannot be

discussed in the family circle.

We are well aware of the reasons onwhich it is

claimed that the candidacy of Mr. Cleveland may

still be supported in spite of the moral defect in

his private life; that, for instance, private immo-

rality, particularly of the kind of which Mr. Cleve-

land is admitted to have been guilty, may co-exist

with the strictest official integrity and with great

public usefulness,and should not therefore debar

from public office ; that the offence belongs to his

past career, and should now be overlooked and for

given on account of his upright public service;

that, just now especially, there is much moredan-

ger in America from the kind of immorality of

which Mr. Blaine is guilty than that with which

Mr. Cleveland is burdened, and hence more evil

would result from the example of elevating the

former to the Presidency than the latter ; that, if

nonebut men of perfectly immaculate virtue were

to be elected to public office, the offices would have

togo vacant; and that even the moral test by which

it is proposed to exclude Mr. Cleveland from the

Presidency, were it impartially applied, would

leave few public men untouched either in past or

modern times. We have read all these arguments,

some of them ad nauseam; and they all appear to

us cases of patent and mischievous special plead-

ing. Had the blot on the personal character of

Mr. Cleveland been publicly known before the

time of the convention which nominated him, we

have us think. But, if they are so few as is

alleged, then it is all the more important, with

a view of reforming this state of things, that the

highest office in the country shouldbe reserved for

one whose character in this particular is without

a spot. It is not, of course, to be expected that

an absolutely perfect character will be found every

four years for President; but social morality has

at least advanced far enough todemand that no

one shall be made the administrative head of the

nation (and head, by consequence, of the most

conspicuous home in the land),who would not be

freely admitted as amoral equal in the most vir-

tuous circles of American society. As to Mr.

Cleveland's offence being a thing of the past, to

be condoned, it is, unfortunately, not so far in the

past-only ten years-but that the question will

necessarily arise in the mind of the non-partisan

voter whether it must not be regarded as marking

a habitude of the man rather than as ayouthful

ebullition of passion which has been outlived and

put away. Nor is it so certain that the faults of

Mr. Blaine, though they undoubtedly represent

a grave moral peril to which the young men of

our country are peculiarly exposed at this time,

that of making haste to be rich at whatever cost

to honor or integrity, need to be more vigi-

lantly guarded against than does the kind of

moral frailty of which Mr. Cleveland has been

guilty. There is just now a tendency to loose

views in respect to the marriage institution and

the relation of the sexes ; and it can but increase

this tendency and set a most harmful lesson to

the more than one and a half millions of young

men who will vote this year for the first time, to

appeal to them to elevate to the greatest office in

the gift of the people a man who has been guilty

of practical laxity on this central point of social

morality. Both the leading candidates for the

Presidency represent dangerous evils that beset

our country at the present time: therefore, we

repeat, choose neither.

We have spoken plainly, as we did a few weeks

ago concerning the platforms of the two parties.

Doubtless, we have expressed opinions with which

many of our readers will not be pleased. We

write, however, not to please, but to utter what

seems to us important truth; and, as most of the

readers of The Index are Liberals, we give them

credit for wishing us to utter our own opinions

instead of echoing theirs. This article we have

1
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felt specially impelled to write asaneeded sequel
to the former one. We believe, moreover, while

wehave no intention of turning The Index into

a political paper, that thoughtful discussions of

political issues from a moral point of view are

always in place in its columns. It is in this way

that we have approached the subject here treated.

We, at least, have no interest nor faith in any

Liberalism or Free Religion which does not involve

-nay, necessitate the earnest consideration of

all questionsof politicalandsocial morality. And

wewould remind our readers that in the standing

prospectus of The Index one of the special objects

of its publication, as of the Free Religious Asso-

ciation, is represented to be the promotion of "a

higherMoralityand animproved SocialWelfare."

It is with this object that we have here spoken.

Ina subsequent paper, we expect to consider the

Temperance issue in politics and the Prohibition

party.

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

" PRECISELY THE DOCTRINE HELD AND

TAUGHT BY MR. SPENCER."

In The Index for August 14, Mr. B. F. Under-

wood calls attention to a recent remark of mine

with reference to the precise doctrine held and

taught by Mr. Spencer as to the nature of the

Infinite Power manifested in the universe; and he

cites from my Cosmic Philosophy several passages

which seem inconsistent with that remark.

The remark in question was as follows : "In my

opinion, the infinite and eternal Power which is

manifested in every event of the universe is not

material, but psychical in its nature, and it wells

up in us in the form of consciousness, which is

thus a divine effluence, and not the product of an

ephemeral collocation of particles of matter. Now,

this is precisely the doctrine held and taught by

Mr. Spencer."

In the August number of the Popular Science

Monthly, p. 453, Mr. Spencer makes a remark of

similar purport : "The final outcome of that specu-

lation commenced by the primitive man is that

the Power manifested throughout the universe

distinguished as material is the same power which

in ourselves wells up under the form of conscious-

ness" ; and the "necessity we are under, to think of

the external energy in terms of the internal energy,

gives rather a spiritualistic than a materialistic

aspect to the universe" ; at the same time, the

"phenomenal manifestations of this ultimate en-

ergy can in no wise show us what it is."

Ido not happen to have any of Mr. Spencer's
works at hand ; but this remark of his, juxtaposed

with mine, will serve to explain what Imeant to

say. Mr. Underwood suggests that the letter in

which my remark occurs mayhavebeencarelessly

written. It was hurriedly written, and I freely

admit that in one important particular the form

distinguish as psychical, and of the phenomena

which we distinguish as material, may well be

neither quasi-psychical nor quasi-material. Which-

ever set of terms we use,we are using symbols the

values of which aredetermined by our experiences

of conditioned existence, and which must there-

fore be totally inadequate to express the character-

istics of unconditioned existence. Nevertheless, in

so far as the exigencies of finite thinking require us

to symbolize the Infinite Power manifested in the

world of phenomena, we are clearly bound to symbo-

lize it as quasi psychical rather than as quasi-material."

See also my remarks on Clifford's theory of a

universe of mind-stuff in Excursions of an Evolu-

tionist, pp. 327-336.

With regard to the passages cited byMr. Under

wood from Cosmic Philosophy, vol. ii., pp. 395,

402, 410, 450, they were all directed against the

teleological doctrines of Paley and the Bridge-

water Treatises, according to which the universe

was manufactured by a God external to it, who

"contrived" things,-i.e., hadalimited quasi-human

intelligence.

Now, Ibelieve it is possible consistently tohold

these three positions :-

1. The Universal Energy is in its intimate nat-

ure inscrutable.

2. We have no good reason for believing that it

contrives, or is angry, or otherwise thinks and

feels, after the fashion of the humanmind.

3. But the conditions of human thought are such

that wemust either refrain from thinking of the

Universal Energy at all, or think of it as in some

inscrutable way psychical.

I held these positions ten years ago, when the

Cosmic Philosophy was published, and hold them

now, and hope some day to elucidate them in an

essay entitled "A Defence of Theism."

From the passage above cited from Mr. Spencer,

from other passages not here accessible to me, and

from the side-light thrown upon his works by in-

numerable conversations during a friendship of

many years, I believe there is substantial agree-

ment on this point betweenMr. Spencer and myself.

JOHN FISKE.

PETERSHAM, Mass., Aug. 24, 1884.

STONES FOR BREAD.

Itwould seem to be the plainest duty of every

man laying claim to honesty to express his opin-

ions truly, and in the clearest way he can, every

time he feels called upon to utter them at all.

This would seem to be especially true, when the

opinions relate to the mostmomentous of subjects,

and when the person uttering them is a profes-

sional and accepted teacher. It is hardly possible

to conceive circumstances in which it is more

incumbent upon aman to utter the truth, as he

believes it,thanwhen,standing before a congrega-

tion who have chosen him as their teacher in

of expression might have been more accurate. I morals and religion, he speaks to them on these

ought to have said: "We are obliged to think of

the infinite and eternal Power which is mani-

fested in every event of the universe as psychical
rather than material in its nature, and as welling

up in us in the form of consciousness, which thus

appears as a divine effluence," etc.

As thus modified, my remark becomes substan-

tially identical with Mr. Spencer's. The necessity

we are under, to think of the universal energy as

psychical rather than as material, is set forth in

his Principles of Psychology, vol. i., pp. 159-161,-

awonderful passage, which I have cited in

Cosmic Philosophy, vol. ii., pp. 446-448, accom-

panying it with the following comment : "The

unconditioned Source of the phenomena whichwe

*The passage referred to maybe found on page 118.-ED.

subjects. Here, where political dishonesty, com-

mercial dishonesty, and every other kind of dis-

honesty are, and ought to be,exposedandbranded,

we have a right to look for entire honesty and

exemplary uprightness, implicit as well as explicit.

The accepted moral and religious teacher is the

salt of the earth ; and, if the salthas lost its savor,

we may well ask, How shall it be salted, and how

shall the moral and religious world be held back

from corruption? Thus, we have a right to

demandof the religious teacher that he shall use

every word in the sense which it bears in the

current language of those towhom he is speaking,

or, if he feel compelled to employ any word or

form of words in a new or unwonted sense, to

make his meaning as clear as possible. Moreover,

if, after due consideration, he finds himself com-

pelled to change any of his views, we have a right

to demandof him that he shall speakout his new

convictions, and do his best to justify them for

the good of his hearers and for the cause of

honesty. In moralteaching there ought to be no

play-acting, no reciting or declamation of a part

committed to memory, but a simple, straightfor

ward uttering of heart-felt convictions. This is

the only thing that will ever raise preaching above

the teaching of the scribes and Pharisees, and lend

it authority and power to stir the hearts of men to

purity and action.

But howdo matters stand with the moral and

religious teachers of our day? Do they speak out

their inmost convictions with absolute truth and

simplicity? It is sad that we must answer, For

the mostpart, no. In no reputable profession in

the world perhaps, not even in politics or com-

merce, is there so much dishonesty as among the

verymenwhose professional duty it is to inculcate

honesty and stigmatize dishonesty. There is more

disingenuousness, more equivocation, more sancti-

monious paltering with a double sense among the

clergy of our time than there is amongmen of any

other profession.

In the first place, their entire creed is, for the

most part, dishonestly held. Few of them have

examined their creed with sufficient care to have

earned the right to hold and preach it. They

have learned it by rote, "as children learn to spell,

by reiteration chiefly," and repeat it or act it out

in a more or less unintelligent and perfunctory

way. The fact that theyhold it at all is due to

amere geographical accident. They would have

held a different one, had they been born in India

or Turkey. When this truth is forced upon them,

they congratulate themselves upon having been

placed by an inscrutable Providence at a point on

the earth's surface where truth can be learned by

rote, anddoes not require to be carefully thought

and felt out.

But, after all, it is entirely possible for aman to

commit a creed to memory, and then really think

that he honestly believes it. Many Catholics who

have abdicated their right, and denied their power,

to comprehend certain doctrines, nevertheless, sin-

cerely think that they believe them, and hold them

tobeof the utmost importance. Whatever act of

dishonesty they are guilty of lies in accepting the

principle that they have any duty, or even right ,

to hold a doctrine of whose content theyhave no

experience or demonstration. Having once ad-

mitted this, they have reached a position from

which their entire subsequent course may be

honest.

What is true of Catholics is true in a less pro-

nounced way of very many Protestants, whose dis-

honesty lies in believing certain doctrines on

frivolous grounds, without dutifully inquiring into

their origin and bearings. Such acceptance cer-

tainly argues a sad want of intellectual thorough-

ness, courage, and spirituality; but this want is

so common among all but the highest type of men

that it causes little surprise, and must be accepted
with little rebuke. We have to accustom our-

selves to the disagreeable fact that the great

majority of men are naturally unintellectual, un-

courageous, and unspiritual.

But there is something to which we cannot so

easily accustom ourselves, to which we ought upon

no condition to accustom ourselves; a far more

flagrant kind of dishonesty, based upon meaner

andmore conscious motives than the other,-a dis-

honesty that is every year becoming more common

among the professed teachers of morality, and

threatening to introduce coarse, conscious false-

hood into the very inmost shrine of the soul. This
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dishonesty consists in cowardly, self-interested

equivocation and paltering with the sense of doc

trines which a man professes to hold, and which

in many cases he accepts money for teaching.

Historical criticism and philosophical discussion

have rendered it almost impossible for any intel-

ligent and unprejudiced person to accept the car-

dinal teachings of Christianity as they were cur-

rently maintained three hundred, or even two

hundred, years ago. No man orwoman who has,

with candid mind, followed the criticism of the

last twenty years, any longerbelieves that Jesus of

Nazareth was begotten without a human father,

that he was God, that his teachings have divine

authority, that his death made atonement for the

sins of the world, that belief in these facts is nec-

essary to salvation, or that he shall one day appear

upon condensed vapor to judge mankind and con-

sign the greater portion of it to eternal, nameless

agony. No one, moreover, who is at all familiar

with the present state of philosophic thought, can

any longer accept the capricious, short-sighted, in-

capable, narrow-minded, transcendental God whom

Christianity inherited from Judaism, and who still

figures largely in Orthodox pulpits. Under these

circumstances, the professed teachers of Christian

religion and morality are compelled to adopt one

or another of three possible courses: (1) They

either ignore criticism and philosophy altogether

and stick doggedly to their old-fashioned notions ;

or (2) they calmly accept the results of criticism

and philosophy,honestly declare their beliefs, and

preach only what they can candidly affirm, if they

find it possible to preach at all; or (3) they pri-

vately give assent to these same results, and yet go

on preaching the old doctrines, trying, for the low

motives of money, position, and popularity, to

convince themselves and others, by means of vague,

equivocal language, that they still adhere to them.

The first of these courses is vulgar and borders

upon dishonesty; the second alone is entirely hon-

est and manly; the third is altogether dishonest

andunmanly.

ideas." "For example," said I, "when you use the

word God, you mean by it the Hegelian Idea,

which evolves itself into the universe, while at the

same time you know that nearly all, if not all,

your hearers understand it as meaning the tran-

scendental God of Jesus and Paul and Cranmer,

the Godwho created the heavens and earth out of

nothing." "Yes," he answered; "but they will in

timecome round to my view, and then my words

will mean to them what they mean to me. Are

you sure," said I, "that they will all come round ?"

"Well, if they don't, they ought to: I do my best,"

was the reply. "That does not seem very satis

factory," saidI; "but, supposing they all did come

round in the end, do not simplicity and plain

dealing suffer in the mean while ?" We were here

interrupted, so that I received no reply. I was

almost glad; for I felt myself becoming dizzy, as

one does who suddenly finds himself upon the edge

of an abyss. Here was a professed teacher of

Christian morality openly admitting that Sunday

after Sunday in the pulpit he acted the part of an

insidious, Jesuitical impostor, instilling into the

minds of his hearers doctrines which, if professed

openly and in plain language, would be received

with amazement and horror. And why was the

confession made to me ? Simply from tellectual

vanity. The reverend Christian gentleman wished

to impress me with the fact that he was abreast of

modern thought, that he was an apostle of the

most recent science and philosophy. What he did

impress me with was that he was a true apostle of

the most recent morality.

Perhaps few persons would allow their intellect-

ual vanity so to overcome them that they would

make such a brazen confession as the gentleman

referred to did; but his case is, unfortunately, only

one among many. I know some persons who

loudly profess, without explanation, the doctrine

of the tri-unity of God, and yet, when closely

pressed, do not dare to say that they believe Jesus

to have been the sole incarnation of the second

person of that tri-unity. In this way, they are

able to impose upon,and gain popularity among,

simple, unsuspecting Christian people, who would

loathe their views, if openly expressed.

The truth is, the Christian ministry is, at the

present day, one of the most effective schools of

deceit in existence. Many clergymen, knowing

the truth about Christianity, but dependent for

their means of livelihood upon congregations

wedded to the old beliefs, have entered upon a

systematic course of disingenuousness and deceit,

which places them upon a lower level than that to

which the corrupt politician, the cheating mer-

chant, or the unfaithful contractor has sunk, and

renders their entire influence baneful and degrad-

ing. Our country needs, above all things, honest

teachers. Without these, we cannot have an

honest people; and,without an honest people, no

republic, no system of free government, can be

permanent. It is inexpressibly sad to think that

verymanyof our teachers of those, too, who are

called to deal with the most sacred and vital sub-

jects-are, for the sake of a little gain orpopularity,

I doing their best to undermine our national exist-

ence and break down the mightiest bulwark of

human freedom, upon which so much other good

depends.

And yet this last course is one very frequently

pursued and even defended. I was recently de-

nouncing it to a well-known Episcopalian clergy-

man, when, to my surprise, he placed himself in

direct antagonism to me, and warmly defended it

as not only honest, but even as highly conducive to

the interests of religion. "The Episcopal Church,"

he said, "does indeed insist that her ministers

shall use certain symbolic forms of speech to ex-

press their religious beliefs; but she allows every

one to interpret these forms as he sees fit. She in-

sists upon no particular interpretation. She is

liberal and large-minded, and at the same time,

by the use of certain uniform formulæ, attains

outward harmony andextensive influence." "But,"

said I, as soon as I recovered myself, "your inter-

pretation of these formule must be very different

from that of the majority of the persons who

listen to your sermons at any given time: do you

then use these formulæ without telling them that

you mean by them something verydifferent from

what they mean?" "Of course, I do," he replied:

"I am not bound to tell them what I mean.

have a right to my interpretation, just as they

have a right to theirs. In this way, we attain en-

tire freedom of thought and avoid disputes." "In

other words, " I said, "you attain these results by

using said forms of speech to conceal your real

thoughts from those towhom you are speaking."

"This may be so at first," he replied; "but, after I

In spite of all our boasted liberality and freedom

of thought, it perhaps requires as much moral

courage at the present day as ever it did tobe

a free thinker, and to express one's convictions

have used them for a while,mymeaning gradually | freely. The retailers of traditional formulæ do not

filters into the minds of my hearers by implica-

tion; and they come over to myviews almost with

out knowing it. This is the only way in which

the generality of mencan be made to imbibe new

now burn the heretic; but, as a worthy heretic said

recently, "they tell lies about him." They whisper

about in the ears of friends and newspaper re-

porters that his doctrine is atheistic, and pretend

to refute it with mysterious, cabalistic phrases,

which they know have a lien upon thepopular ear.

The man who has no other claim to be called a

thinker than that, in the face of all reason and

common sense, he maintains the universe to be a

self-unfolding anthropomorphic idea,floats on the

tide of popular applauseby calling this idea God,

andwins laurels by branding as atheist the man

who finds the universe real andmoral, not through

the will of any anthropomorphic being, but in its

very essence, andwho speaks out frankly what he

means, without seeking shelter under the prestige

of anypopular mythology. Fortunately, there are

some men with moral courage still left in the

world; and, however much they may suffer from

the slander of interested and dishonest men, they

have at least this consolation: that the truth which

they have loved and served will in the end prevail,

for the very reason that the universe is moral in

its very essence. Truth is the bread of spiritual

life, the bread for which the souls of men to-day,

as much as ever, are hungering,-the only bread

that will satisfy them. He who has no bread, but

only stones, to feed them with, and offers these

stones as bread, is doing what in him lies to starve

and destroy the souls of his fellow-men, to make

them impotent slaves of his own vanity,mere pa-

riahs in the world of spirit. How long shall

this be ?

THOMAS DAVIDSON.

THE YOUNG GOD .

Beside the Jumna, the young herdsman, Krishna,

played his flute and charmed the cow-maidens;

and, when he danced with them, each believed that

she alone had him for a partner. This, indeed, is

the subtle art of young gods. As it was beside

the Jumna, so it is beside the Thames, where there

are over one hundred and forty religious sects and

societies, each of which believes that it has the

young god for its partner. It is not the English

way to part with old names; but that there is a

new deity wandering about is sufficiently proved

by the determination with which the sects are

showing their Christ and God to be quite unlike

their Biblical and ecclesiastical portraits. Each is

angry if their divinity is confused with that of

Moses or Jesus, Paul or Athanasius, Calvin or

Wesley, or even with the god of Channing. This

improved and polished deity has to be reckoned

with by the philosophers. Each thinker is im-

pelled to make his theory into a religion. Why

could not Comte invent a new social and scientific

system without making it into a church ? Why

could not Herbert Spencer say his say about the

unknowable without writing it with a capital U,

and suggesting its divinity ? Ah, artful Krishna !

still do you go about fooling us with the belief

that, in the cotillon of creeds and theories, we

alone have Thee for a partner !

So long as the old sacerdotal and infra-human

deities maintained any real hold on the heart and

brain of England, sympathy in earnest negations

was enough to keep heretical societies and schools

of thought. But the verdict against Orthodoxy

has been so completely gained that the liberal phi-

losophers begin to criticise each other; and a re-

markable encounter, with serious results, has re-

cently occurred. Herbert Spencer, who insists

that the young god is with him under name of the

Unknowable, and Frederic Harrison, who main-

tains that the same divinity is with him under

name of Humanity, have crossed pens; and the

result of the duel has been summed up by cyni-

cism in the robes of Mr. Justice Stephen. Mr.

Harrison declares that Spencer's religion of the

Unknowable is the ghost of a religion : Mr. Spen-

cer declares that Harrison's religion of Humanity
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is arelapse into the ancestor worship of primitive | compassionately deluding their dying sister. "Oh, ❘ est of all is love ; for that alone is beyond dispute,

man. Mr. Justice Stephendecides that both have

proved theirpoint.

Mr. Justice Stephen has fortunately decided on

the subject as a philosophical critic,not as a jus-

tice; forhe has already announced that, if he were

compelled to deal with them officially, he would

have to sentence them to prison for heresy. This

learned judge has done noble service in exposing

the nefarious character of the laws against heresy

and blasphemy, and bringing them near their end.

But, as a thinker and writer, he is cynically impar-

tial between Christianity and its critics; and, after

reading his statement on the recent controversy,

my first impression was that of having witnessed

a philosophical duel of the Kilkenny kind : Posi-

tivism and the Unknowable were visible as two

tails alone surviving from imposing movements.

Herbert Spencer's blow at Positivism is certainly

damaging. Not only were Comte's estimates of

the relative value of great men and movements

too eccentric to form a cosmopolitan calendar of

Saints, but his Great Being, Humanity, repeats

too faithfully the faults of other great beings,

natural and revealed, to evoke the enthusiasm

essential to religious sentiment and service.

On the other hand, Mr. Harrison's remorseless

criticism has compelled the confession that the

Unknowable has nothing necessarily moral about

it, nothinghuman or humane,nothing practically

useful. It is to be feared that those theologians

who have sought shelter for their creeds in the

Unknowable, as the only ark afloat on the flood

of scepticism, must now feel the waters rolling

over them again. If hereafter they write about

the unknowable, it is likely to be with a little u.

Mr. Spencer is vexed that Mr. Harrison should say

his Unknowable is of no more religious impor-

tance than if one should conceive it as electricity ;

but, surely, one may feel more veneration for elec-

tricity than for a Somewhat of which we can only

know that it isn't something else. Mr. Spencer is

so inlovewith his pet abstraction as to be una-

ware, no doubt, that it has been made into a theo-

logical imposition. Mr. Justice Stephen's criti-

cism shows the utter worthlessness of this much-

vaunted generalization concerning the Infinite and

Eternal Nothing-at-All.

Mr. Justice Stephen is apparently indifferent

between all the claimants to possession of the true

faith, Christian as well as other. He is an intel-

lectual Gallio, and represents the type to which

England is steadily moulding the younger genera-

tion. He is not in the least upset by the alterna-

tive of unbelief. If there be no deity and no

future life, he holds that life would still be

found variously interesting and well worth living.

No doubt, and the testimony is valuable ; but the

cynicism of Mr. Justice Stephen's criticism of

those who seek to preserve the religious sentiment

has a counterpart in vulgar indifferentism.

He

Even Prof. Huxleyhas shown unwonted warmth

of affection for his word "Agnosticism."

claims to have coined it, but some dayhe may not

felicitate himself about it. Agnosticism is but the

epitaph of theology. Having of old assumed a

place among the sciences,claiming basis in a reve-

lation of equal authenticity to the subject-matter

of other sciences, theology readily consented to

the methods and tests of other sciences. For some

time indeed it has been trying to escape them, but

it cannot be done. Theology is in the position in

which palæontology would be, if all the fossils

could be proved to have been carved by men. By

the laws of science, theology ends. In its place

there remains only mythology. But the scientific

sisterhood are tender-hearted: theyhate to banish

Theologia suddenly from their company, and are

of course, we cannot say but what you may be

right : nobody can prove there isn't a God some-

where, and a heaven of bliss" (adding, sotto voce,

"And nobody can prove there isn't a sky-blue

peacock with a hundred heads and a million eyes

on the other side of the moon ! ")

Agnosticism may have a temporary value as

kindly "notice" given theology to quit the region

of actualities. Into the fairyland where previous

theologies have passed, Christian theology must

now follow. It may henceforth concern itself

with speculations about the possibly-existent in-

conceivable realms (whether Weissnichtwo, Ere-

whose, or other unknowable universe),but must no

more meddle with the real interests and urgent

necessities of human existence.

Exit theology, and one more is added to the

seven sleepers! Enter religion, and a leader ap-

pears for the seven champions ! Detached finally

from that crude science of primitive man called

theology, religion for the first time is enabled to

bring its influence to bear upon the actual world.

Religion has nothing to do with the origin of nat

ure or its destiny. It is in no sense a science. One

important distinction is that, while in science not

todoubt is the unpardonable sin, religion is essen-

tially that which never doubts. Science regarding

an unknown universe which it must try to make

known must on one side be agnostic, but religion

is gnostic. It cannot act where it does not know.

Its knowledge has indeed no full expression in

words ; for religion is that profound passion for the

best-for what is best in and for ourselves and

others that it expresses itself in the whole life,

conduct, and influence. If a man knows (i.e. ,be-

lieves without the least doubt) that there exists an

omnipotent Deity, and afuture helland heaven to

reward disobedience and obedience to that Deity,

such knowledge will organize that man's religion ,

which may lead him to burn a fellow-man or to

be willingly burnt himself; and if, at length, the

knowledge becomes limited to the world of sense

and experience, religion will fill these with its

spirit, its emotion, its moral enthusiasm. For

religion is a passion that needs only a recognized

best to be loved, and basest to be abhorred. It

inspired the psalmody of Israel while that tribe

foresaw no future beyond the grave. It bore its

great world-flower, Buddhism, out of atheistic

negations and hope of the eternal sleep of con-

sciousness. Nay, this day, if the Schwarmerei of

numbers is left out of consideration, religious

enthusiasm gathers to the side of antichristian as

much as to that of Christian convictions. And

these are equally constructive, for what is some-

times sneeringly called "mere negation" is but the

other side of affirmation : todeny 2 + 2= 5 is affir-

mation that 2 + 2 = 4. There is nodoubt in relig.

ion. One cannot fall in love with an unknown

quantity. Theologyhaving committed suicide in

agnosticism, religion is left to be devotion to the❘

best. The "faith" that Tennyson finds in "honest |

doubt" is religious, but not by reason of the doubt:

it rests on the unquestioned belief that it is best

to confess the honest doubt at every cost. Relig-

ion is compelled to abide in the knownworld, and

invest with its consecration the actual life and

daily duties of men. It must now restore the

union of believe and belove. There is faith, which

accepts a basis on trust without knowledge ; and

accord with universal law; but by these man

hope which raises personal desire into proximate

knows only in part, or sees dimly, as in a mirror :

when that which is perfect is come, that which is

John and Paul called love. Andwhocan giveus

in part is done away. This "perfect" Jesus and

free from doubt, casts out fear,and is the supreme

joyof life.

MONCURE D. CONWAY,

THE NEW ORGANIZATION.

ANational Liberal Organization is needed for

the diffusion of those principles which underly the

movement called Liberalism. It is in the power

of Liberals to prevent or precipitate one of the

bloodiest revolutions or greatest social catastro-

phes in all history. A revolution there must be;

and the only question is whether it shall be peace-

ful or violent, whether it shall be short or pro-

tracted, and what the measure of success shall be.

If Liberals cannot work out the problem of recon-

ciliation among themselves, then it is doubtful

what the issue will be. Their influence can be

made a potent-yes, a dominant-factor in the

creation of the new social order, the new political

dynasty. Can be made, I say, for it will not make

itself. But, before Liberals can act as an integral

force, they must meet together in general council,

and prove by their fraternization that truth has

unity, man a soul, and that liberty is the atmos-

phere that envelops both. Public spirit and pri-

vate integrity must organize the army of freedom,

and lead it to battle against the hosts of bigotry

and selfishness, superstition and hypocrisy, whose

purpose is to amend your laws in the interests of

the Church and monopoly (whose interests are

one), until the reins of power will be found in the

hands of a priestly oligarchy. Is not this very

day incense offered in the Capitol to the one God,

Christ and mammon? Anew political party will

soon arise : it is forming; but what shall be the

character of its forces, and to what tasks it shall

bend its energies when in power, depends much

on the temper and the wisdom displayed by

Liberals.

There needs to be a league formed between

head, heart, and hand. That is the great truth

that is to usher in the dawn. It is what the world

needs. It is where Liberalism should place its

emphasis. We want an organization built, not on

a religion nor a philosophy, but one that shall

treat both of these as open questions. Its supreme

aim will be truth; its guide, reason ; its object,

human welfare. Its sympathies will be for men

as well as for ideas. It will be democratic; it will

attract common as well as uncommon folk; it

will win people bydrawing near unto them. Its

symbol will be the hand-clasp as well as the torch.

It will unite in itself the elements of thought,

feeling, and action. It will be a discerner of

spirits, of good and evil, whatever their guise. Its

interest will be in the present, while it will own

its indebtedness to the past and its obligations to
the future.

Andwhat organization answers to this descrip-

tion? It does not exist. Andwho will say it is

not desirable? I believe it both desirable and pos-

sible. The country is full of people ready to be

converted, if rightfully approached or approached
at all. The fault is our own as much as theirs.

Liberalism isone-sided in its aims,half-hearted in

its endeavors. These tendencies it must conquer

before it conquers the world. There is a necessity

for uniting not only Liberals of different isms, as

Spiritualism, Materialism, Theism, Atheism, etc.,

but those who profess no ism, and who in their

labors for the salvation of others' souls have for-

gotten their own; yes, and for the salvation of

others' bodies have even forgotten their own.

There are societies of great variety in the land

that are aiming at the same thing, if they did

abetter name for the soul of religion ? The great- but know it or had the courage or opportunity to
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declare it. They are to be brought into corre-

spondence by actual contact, and learn toco-oper-

ate. I will here give a rough draft of the prin-

ciples andform of this organization :-

Principles . 1. Truth, freedom, humanity ; 2.

Associative effort in the work of reform; 3. Study

anddissemination of the truth regarding religion,

ethics, and man's political, social, and industrial

relations.

Form. National and auxiliary societies. The

national society to be composed of representatives

from local societies, whatever their name or spe-

cialty, in sympathy with its spirit and aims, and to

be organized into four committees representing

those societies whose objects come under the four

departments ofstudy embracedin its constitution ;

namely, religious, political, social, and industrial.

And to these committees are to be referred all

matters which call fordefinite action,whose priv-

ilege it will be to report the result of their deliber-

ations, accompanied by suggestion and appeal;

but sympathy or aid inbehalf of any project of a

practical nature between the sections must be vol-

untary, and not by any official act of the parent

society. Besides the annual congress, there will be

abureau of information, missionary agents, and a

newspaper organ. Each section of the society is

to have its full share of representation in the

bureau, the missionary force, and the newspaper,

and its management.

This, it seems to me, is the way to reap the best

thoughts and impulses from the best minds and

hearts on the highest themes and of the greatest

practical value, and to return these rich gleanings

as a thank-offering to the Giver of all good, the

commonwealth of man.

T. W. CURTIS.

THE POSITION OF HERBERT SPENCER.

propositions which cannot be rendered into thought

at all are supposed to be not only thought, but

believed. The proposition that Evolution is caused

by Mind is one of this nature. The two terms

are separately intelligible, but they can be re-

garded in the relation of effect and cause only so

long as no attempt is made to put them together

in this relation.... If I am asked to frame a no-

tion of mind divested of all those structural traits

under which alone I am conscious of mind inmy-

self, I cannot do it. I know nothing of thought

save as carried on in ideas originally traceable to

the effects wrought by objects on me.... If, then,

Ihave to conceive evolution as caused by an 'origi-

copied into The Index this week from his great

work, Principles of Psychology, adds : "Hence,

though of the two it seems easier to translate so-

called Matter into so-called Spirit than to translate

so-called Spirit into so-called Matter (which latter

is, indeed, wholly impossible), yet no translation

can carry us beyond our symbols. Such vague

conceptions as loom before us are illusions con-

jured upby the wrong connotations of our words.

The expression, substance of Mind, if we use itin

any other way than as the x of ourequation, inevi-

tably betrays us into errors ; for we cannot think

of substance save in terms that imply material

properties. Our only course is constantly to recog-

content with that duality of them which our con-

stitution necessitates. The Unknowable as mani-

fested to us within the limits of consciousness in

the shape of feeling,being no less inscrutable than

the Unknowable as manifested beyond the limits

of consciousness in other shapes, we approach no

nearer to understanding the last by rendering it

into the first. The conditioned form underwhich

Being is presented in the Subject cannot, anymore

than the conditioned form under which Being is

presented in the Object, be the Unconditioned

Beingcommon to the two."

nating Mind,' I must conceive this Mind as having❘nize our symbols as symbols only, and to rest

attributes akin to those of the only mind I know

and without which I cannot conceive mind at all.

... I will ask, What happens if we ascribe to the

'originating Mind' the character absolutely essen-

tial to the conception of mind, that it consists of

a series of states of consciousness ? ... If, to ac-

count for this infinitude of physical changes every-

where going on, 'mind must be conceived as there

under the guise of simple dynamics,' then the reply

is that, to be so conceived, mind must be divested

of all attributes by which it is distinguished; and

that, when thus divested of its distinguishing at-

tributes, the conceptiondisappears,theword 'mind'

stands for ablank.... Clearly, therefore, the prop-

osition that an 'originating Mind' is the cause of

evolution is a proposition that can be entertained

so long only as no attempt is made to unite in

The passage from Mr. Spencer's Principles of

Psychologydoes not, in our opinion, or in the opin-

ion of the author, so far aswecan judge from his

writings, contain any theistic or spiritualistic im-

plications. He supposes that mind is composed of

thought its two terms in the alleged relation."- ❘ units of feeling, similar in nature to those we know

Essays, Vol. III., pp. 246-249 (1874).

Just as, by the necessity we are under to think

of matter in terms of mind, the material universe

is given a spiritualistic aspect, so by the neces-

sity we are under to think of mind in terms of

matter gives to mind a materialistic aspect. "We

can," says Spencer, "form no notion of a sub-Although Mr. Fiske in this number of The Index

corrects the main statement regarding Mr. Spen-❘ stance of Mind absolutely divested of attributes

cer's position to which we took exception, the cor-

rection, in one respect, seems hardly less open to

criticism than the original statement which he

qualifies and supplements. This we sayreluctantly,

connoted by the word 'substance,' and all such

attributes are abstracted from our experiences of

material phenomena. Expel from the conception

of Mind every one of those attributes by which we

and only after full consideration of the subject, ❘ distinguish an external something and an external

because there is no thinker in America whom we

have regarded as the equal of Mr. Fiske as an

expounder of Mr. Spencer's views.

It is hardly necessary to call attention to the

vast difference between the assertion of Mr. Fiske

in the Transcript, that "the infinite and eternal

power is not material, but pyschical in its nature,"

and that of Mr. Spencer, that "the Power mani-

fested throughout the universe distinguished as

material is the same power which in ourselves

wells up under the form of consciousness," to.

getherwith thestatement that "the necessity we are

under, to think of the external energy in terms of

the internal energy, gives rather a spiritualistic

than amaterialistic aspect to the universe"; that at

the same time the "phenomenal manifestation of

thisultimate energy can in no wise show us what

it is." The former statement seems to us a mere

theological assumption: the latter statements we

regard as profound philosophic truths logically

and clearly proven by Mr. Spencer's matchless

reasoning.

It is true, according to Mr. Spencer's philosophy,

that we must "think of the external energy in terms

of the internal energy" ; that is, that we must think

of matter in terms of mind, and that this necessity

"gives rather a spiritualistic aspect to the universe."

It is equally true that we must think of mind in

terms of matter. There is no necessity (according

to Spencer) that we think of the Universal Energy,

the Ultimate Reality, as psychical. This great

thinker observes that "it continually happens that

...

nothing, and the conception of Mind becomes

nothing. We can think of entities that differ

from one another and from nonentity only by

bringing into our thoughts the remembrances of

entities which we distinguish as objective and

material. We can think of Matter only in

terms of Mind. We can think of Mind only in

terms of Matter. When we have pushed our

explorations of the first to the uttermost limit, we

are referred to the second for a final answer; and,

when we have got the final answer of the second,

we are referred back to the first for an interpreta-

tion of it. We find the value of x in terms of y,

then we find the value of y in terms of x, and so

on wemay continue forever without coming nearer

to a solution. The antithesis of subject and ob-

ject, never to be transcended while consciousness

lasts, renders impossible all knowledge of that

Ultimate Reality in which subject and object are

united."-Principles of Psychology, Vol. I., pp.

626, 627.

And so Mr. Fiske argues "that to represent

theDeity as intelligent is to surround Deity with

an environment, and thus to destroy its infinity

and its self-existence" (Cosmic Philosophy, Vol. II.,

p. 395) . "In ascribing intelligence to unembodied

Spirit, we are either using meaningless jargon, or

we are implicitly surrounding unembodied Spirit

with an environment of some kind, and are thus

declaring it to be both limited and dependent"

(p. 396) .

Mr. Spencer, in the paragraph following that

as nervous shocks, and that these answer to the

waves of molecular motion that traverse nerves and

nerve centres. Now, units of feeling are the only

units of which, strictly speaking, we are or can be

cognizant. Whatever be the nature of the units of

external force, it must be more easy to conceive

them to be of the nature of the units of feeling,

theonly entities of which we are directly conscious,

than to identify them in thought with units which

we cannot cognize, and of which conception is

therefore impossible. As Mr. Fiske says, we do

not "know force, but we know continual modifi-

cations of our consciousness, which we are com-

pelled to regard as the manifestations of force."

The activities not included in the circumscribed

aggregate of activities known as Mind "can be

thought of only in terms furnished by this aggre-

gate," terms of Mind. Ideas of Matter and Mo-

tion are "complex states of consciousness built out

of units of feeling."

It is, of course, more easy to conceive what we

do not know as resembling what we know than

to conceive what we know to be like something

that we do not know. To translate units of feel-

ing into units of external force is to "translate"

(to quote from Spencer) "the known into the

unknown, which is absurd. " But there is no proof,

no indication, that the units of external force and

units of feeling are identical or similar in their

nature ; nor does Mr. Spencer find anything in

these speculations to warrant the inference that

the Universal Energy is psychical.

Conceivability is no test of truth here, wherein is

involved the inconceivable relation that exists be-

tween subjective and objective existence. "Though

I have argued," says Spencer, in the August num-

ber of the Popular Science Monthly, "that in as-

cribing to the Unknowable Cause of things such

human attributes as emotion, will, and intelligence,

we are using words which, when thus applied,

have no corresponding ideas, yet I have also

argued that we are just as much debarred from

affirming such attributes ; since, as ultimate analy-

sis brings us everywhere to alternative impossi-

bilities of thought, we are shown that, beyond the
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phenomenal order of things, our ideas ofpossible and

impossible are irrelevant."

The phrase "Cosmic Theism," which Mr. Fiske

uses to define his view of the Unknowable,-of

which he affirms neither personality nor intelli-

gence,-belongs to a terminology which has never

received the approval of Mr. Spencer, and, as we

endeavored to show in an essay published a few

years ago, is a kind of Theism which postulates

that only which is common to all philosophic

thinkers, be they called theists or atheists, who

hold to the doctrine of the relativity of knowledge.

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

THE National Woman Suffrage Association of

Massachusetts have issued acircular,which says :-

Awomanover twenty-one years of age who has a

receipted tax-bill for a tax assessed upon property

anywhere within the State for 1883 or 1884, either in

herown nameor that of her guardian,bypresenting

this tax-bill herself, in person, to the board of regis-

trars (in cities) or the selectmen (in towns), can have

hername puton the voting list as avoter for school

committee without paying a poll-tax. Awomannot

paying any tax on property must apply to the asses-

sors of her town or city on or before September 15, to

be assessed a poll-tax of fifty cents. After paying

this, she can, by presenting the receipted bill to the

registrars (or selectmen), have her name put on the

list. Bypreserving her receipted tax-bill (on property

orpoll) and presenting it the next year following the

date of the bill, she can also haveher name registered,

-the law allowing women to vote two years on one

tax-bill. The lastday on which application for assess-

ment can bemade is changed from October 1 to Sep-

tember15.

AFEWweeks ago, two or three excited partisans

among our subscribers discontinued their subscrip-

tions, because, they said, The Index was supporting

the Democratic party,-a statement that was with-

out truth. About the same time appeared in The

Index a passage from Robertson, which was, we

think, in type for this paper before any of the

Presidential candidates was nominated, and cer-

tainlywas not quoted with special reference to any

of them. The passage was as follows :-

Moral decay in the family is the invariable prelude

to public corruption. It is a false distinction which

wemake between public integrity and private honor.

Themanwhom you cannot admit into your family,

whose morals are corrupt, cannot be a pure states-

man. Whoever studies history will be profoundly

convinced that a nation stands or falls with the sanc-

tity of itsdomestic ties. Rome fell not until she was

tainted at the heart. When there was no longer

purity upon the hearthstone nor integrity in her

senate, then, and not till then, her death-knell was

rung.

In a New York political paper, we find the pas-

sage reproduced, with the following comment :

"This passage from Robertson is used by the Bos-

tonJournal in the evident hope to catch the favor

of the Broad Churchmen. But it will be noted

that it credits its original quotation to The Index.

This fact is the only one which we need to know.

The Index is the special organ of the Liberals and

free thinkers of the country, and as such is justly

the object of the distrust of all moral and con-

servative citizens. The people of America will

not readily believe that a journal which never

scruples to speak with wanton profaneness and dis-

respect of their most holy religion and of the

clergy can be inspired byagood motive in quot-

ingsuch passages as this at this time. Whatever

such sheets may echo or invent, militate it for Mr.

Blaine or against him,canonly prejudice his case
with 'all

conscientious men. "

form some idea of the "mixed" character of theThe reader may

foregoing extract, and the confused condition of

itswriter's mind, when we state it is copied from
anarticle in the New York Tribune.

The Judex .
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A Study of Primitive Christianity.

BY LEWIS G. JANES.

III.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION.

The Probable Age of the Canonical Gospels .

In regard to the testimony of the early Fathers

of the Church, as bearing upon the probable age

of the canonical Gospels, Prof. Davidson * asserts

that "Papias (150 A.D.) knew nothing, so far as

we can learn, of a New Testament canon.... He

neither felt the want, nor knew the existence, of|

inspired Gospels. .. Justin Martyr's canon (150

A.D.), so far as divine authority and inspiration

are concerned, was the Old Testament.... In his

time, none of our Gospels had been canonized, not

even the synoptics, if, indeed, he knew them all.

Oral tradition was the chief fountain of Christian

knowledge." Clement of Rome, the earliest of the

Christian writers outside of the New Testament,

quotes freely and frequently from the Old Testa-

ment and from other writings, probably apocry-

phal books now lost. His Epistle to the Corin-

thians, generally recognized as genuine, contains no

quotation from the New Testament. It alludes,

however, to certain "words of Jesus, our Lord,"

which are nowhere to be found in our canonical

writings, and which must have been derived from

lost Gospels or from oral tradition : "Remember

the words of Jesus, our Lord, for he said : Woe

unto that man. It were good for him if he had

not been born, rather than that he should offend

one of mine elect. It were better for him that a

mill-stone were hanged about him, and he cast

into the sea, than that he should pervert one of

mine elect." † The superficial verbal resemblance

* The New Testament Canon. By Samuel Davidson,

D.D., LL.D. See also article in Encyclopædia Britannica.

+ The Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians may be found

entire in the recently published Christian Literature

Primer, No. I.,"The Apostolic Fathers."

of this passage to a familiar New Testament quo-

tation, and also its notable variations therefrom,

are evident at aglance. The so-called Clementine

Homilies and Recognitions, documents of doubt-

ful date and authorship, contain no New Testa

ment quotations, or passages claimed to be such.

The Apostolic Canons and Constitutions, formerly

attributed to Clement, are now known to be of

much later date, probably as late as the sixth cen-

tury.

There are several extant versions of epistles

ascribed to Ignatius of Antioch, who suffered mar-

tyrdom, as alleged, about 116 A.D. They are,

however, of doubtful authenticity. The shorter

and more probably genuine collection contains a

few quotations which bear some resemblance to

New Testament passages; but the language is not

wholly identical with that of the Gospels, and no

claim ismade by the author that they are quoted

therefrom. The Epistle of Polycarp to the Philip-

pians, generally conceded to be genuine, contains

numerous passages which conservative apologists

regard as quotations from the canonical Gospels.

Inevery instance, however, there are obvious devi-

ations from the New Testament phraseology. A

few instances will enable the reader to compare

and judge for himself :-

"Judge not, that ye be not judged; forgive, and

it shall be forgiven you ; be pitiful, that ye may

be pitied; for with the measure that ye mete

withal, it shall be measured to you again... :

"Not rendering evil for evil, nor railing for rail-

ing....

"Blessed are the poor,and they that are perse-

cuted for righteousness' sake ; for theirs is the king-

dom of God."

These passages, like those contained in the first

chapter of the recently published Teaching of the

Twelve Apostles, present satisfactory evidence of

the existence of a very early tradition, in many

respects similar to that embodied in our Gospels ;

but the manifest differences in language, together

with the fact that they are nowhere referred to the

books of the New Testament, forbid us to receive

them as quotations therefrom.

Justin, who suffered martyrdom in the year 167

A.D., evidently knew nothing of our Gospels,

though he quotes from certain Memoirs of the

Apostles, of uncertain authorship and contents.

The only genealogy of Jesus which he recognizes

is traced through the Virgin Mary, whereas the

genealogies of Matthew and Luke are both traced

through Joseph. The only writing of the New

Testament certainly identified by him is the Apoc-

alypse, which he attributes to "a certain man

whose name was John, one of the apostles of

Christ, who prophesied by a revelation made to

him." Unlike Papias, however, and the earlier

Fathers, whose reliance was placed mainly on oral

tradition, Justin evidently depends upon writings

which he deems authoritative, and which con-

tained much that our Gospels present, in a slightly

modified form. His account of the occasion of

the alleged birth of Jesus in Bethlehem agrees, in

the main, with that of the Third Gospel, and ig-

nores the totally irreconcilable tradition of the

First Gospel. It differs from Luke, however, in

representing Jesus to have been born in "a cave

near the village," instead of in a manger near the

inn in Bethlehem. This tradition is also preserved

in some of the Apocryphal Gospels,but in none of

those declared canonical. Acomparison of many

parallel passages from the writings of Justin and

our Gospels, made by the author of Supernatural

Religion, demonstrates that Justin's version is

almost always the terser and more abbreviated,

which indicates that he drew probably from a

more primitive tradition than that of the canoni-
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cal Gospels . In the writings of Hegisippus, a

contemporary of Justin, there are a few similar

verbal resemblances to the language of the New

Testament. In no instance, however, is there

absolute identity of expression.

Papias, bishop of Hieropolis, in Phrygia, during

the first half of the second century, who died

about 167 A.D., and who wrote, probably, about

themiddle of the century, was the first to mention

a tradition that Mark and Matthew composed

accounts of the life and teachings of Jesus. We

have already quoted the opinion of Dr. Davidson

that he knew nothing of inspired Gospels or of a

New Testament canon. It is evident also, from

his descriptions, that he could not have known

our First and Second Gospels as at present consti-

tuted. The writing of Mark, as described by

him, was an Ebionitic document, more like the

pseudo-Clementine Homilies than like our Gospel ;

and that of Matthew he asserts to have been

written in Aramaic, whereas the original of our

First Gospel was undoubtedly written in Greek.

The writing known to Papias was probably the

Logia, or record of the teachings of Jesus, ascribed

to Matthew, or some similar primitive document

which may have served as the basis, in part, of

our First Gospel. Papias placed little reliance on

these writings, whatever they may have been.

"I held," he says, "that what was to be derived

from books did not profit me as that from the

living and abiding voice."

The limits of this discussion forbid a detailed

examination of all the passages which throw light

upon the questions of the age and authenticity of

the canonical Gospels. The author of Supernat-

ural Religion, whose treatment of this subject is

most thorough and exhaustive, and whose facts

have never been successfully impugned, has placed

side by side, in the original Greek, all the excerpts

from the writings of the Fathers supposed to bear

upon this question, with the corresponding New

Testament passages. We may safely adopt, as

our own, his conclusions : "After having exhausted

the literature and testimony bearing on the point,

wehave not found a single distinct trace of any

one of those Gospels during the first century and

ahalf after the birth of Jesus. Only once during

the whole of that period do we find any tradition

even that any one of our Evangelists composed

any gospel at all, and that tradition, so far from

favoring our synoptics, is fatal to the claims of

the First and the Second.... There is no other

reference during the period to any writing of

Matthew or Mark, and no mention at all of any

writing ascribed to Luke. Anyargument for

the mere existence of our synoptics, based upon

their supposed rejection by heretical readers or

sects, has the inevitable disadvantage that the

very testimony which would show their existence

would oppose their authenticity. There is no evi-

dence of their use, however, by heretical leaders,

and no direct reference to them by any writer,

heretical or orthodox."

canon.

..

The Earliest References to the Four Gospels.

Irenæus, bishop of Lyons in Gaul from 178 to

200 A.D. , was the real founder of the Christian

Hewas the first to use our four Gospels

exclusively. He also accepted the Acts of the

Apostles, thirteen Epistles of Paul (rejecting

Hebrews), the first Epistle of John, and the

Apocalypse. Some of the remaining books of

the New Testament he published in an appendix

as of less authority, andsome he ignored entirely.

*Dr. EzraAbbot argues learnedly that our Gospels, and
especiallythe Fourth, were known to Justin Martyr. His

arguments, however, do not appear conclusive. The nu-

merous alleged resemblances to the Fourth Gospel in Jus-
tin's writings are more reasonably accounted for on the

supposition of his acquaintance with the writings of Philo.

Irenæus thus explains why he accepted the four

Gospels and no others :-

"It is not possible that the Gospels can be

either more or fewer in number than they are.

For, since there are four quarters of the earth in

which we live and four universal winds, while the

Church is scattered throughout all the world, and

the 'pillar and ground' of the Church is the gospel

and the spirit of life, it is fitting that she should

have four pillars breathing out immortality on

every side and vivifying men afresh. There-

fore, the Gospels are in accord with these things.

For the living creatures are quadriform, and

the gospel is quadriform. These things being

so, all who destroy the form of the gospel are

vain, unlearned, and audacious, those, I mean,

who represent the aspects of the gospel as being

either more in number than as aforesaid, or, on

the other hand, fewer." The argument is cer-

tainly a remarkable, if not a convincing, one !

...

...

The Canon of Muratori, of uncertain date, but

believed by conservative scholars to have been

contemporary with the writings of Irenæus, also

recognizes the four Gospels, and no others. Clem-

ent of Alexandria, Tertullian, and the Christian

writers of the third century generally did likewise,

though they differed greatly among themselves as

to the authenticity of other books afterward pro-

nounced canonical. The four Gospels are also

found in the ancient Syriac version of the New

Testament, known as the Peshito, which Dr. Ezra

Abbot * assigns to the latter part of the second

century; and they were probably current in North

Africa about thistime, as is evidenced by their ex-

istence in the old Latin version. The genuineness

of the Fourth Gospel, however, was still deniedby

a considerable section of the Christian Church, who

are mentioned, and of course condemned, by Ire-

næus and other writers for their heresy. Epipha-

nius calls them, in contempt, "Αλογοι,-a term

which has the double meaning of "deniers of the

Logos " and "men without reason."

The rational conclusion upon the whole matter

appears to be that the four canonical Gospels became

generally recognized as exclusively authoritative

in orthodox circles during the last quarter of the

second century. Though we have no positive

evidence of their existence before this time, it is

reasonable to presume that they were compiled,

and existed pretty nearly in their present shape,

some years previous to their general acceptance,

having originally been used by different and

widely separated communities, and, therefore, on

account of their local use and origin, not being
generally known. At the same time, there were

other Gospels, some of them of earlier origin,

which were similarly regarded as authoritative by

certain sections of the Church, though neither

these nor our canonical Gospels were at first

looked upon as sacred or inspired writings like

the Old Testament, oreven as of equal value with

oral tradition. None of them probably existed

during the lifetime of any of the Apostles, nor

can be traced with certainty to their personal

influence or inspiration.

From the general consent of the tradition pre-

served in the first three Gospels, and its agree-

ment, in the main, with the information trans-

mitted to us from other sources, such as the

primitive Gospel of the Hebrews and the Teach-

ing of the Twelve Apostles, we may conclude that

the main features of the picture of the life and

teachings of Jesus which they present to us, when
freed from its evident mythical accretions, maybe

*Dr. Abbot quotes approvingly from Norton's Genuine-

ness of the Gospels the opinionthat at least sixty thousand

copies of our Gospels were extant during the last quarter

ofthe second century; but, since not a single copyof this

period has descended to us, we may safely regardthe opin-

ion as baseless and extravagant.

accepted as historically trustworthy. The numer-

ous though minor differences in the synoptical

narratives which forbid the conception of collusion

between their authors, and the consequent rational

probability that they originated in diverse locali-

ties, and reported a generally prevalent and uni-

versally accepted tradition, renders them in the

main reliable, though anonymous, witnesses. Yet

we must admit, in all candor, with a recent able

writer,* that we cannot affirm, with absolute

certainty, of any single word attributed to Jesus

that he spoke it exactly as recorded. With the

author of The Cradle of the Christ, we may recog-

nize the fact that the features of the historical

Jesus have been so obscured by legendary accre-

tions, which enter into the popular evangelical

conception of the ideal Christ, that it is a problem

for the nicest and most accurate critical analysis

to separate the one from the other, and thereby

reveal the truth of history. Fortunately, however,

the accurate scholarship of the present generation

has furnished us with a rational clew to the legen-

dary labyrinth of the Gospels.

The Testimony of Josephus and the Pagan His-

torians.

Of contemporaneous references to Jesus, as has

been remarked, there exists not a single one.

Josephus, the Jewish historian, writing at about

the close of the first century, possibly alludes to

him in apassage where he is reported as referring

to "James, the brother of Jesus, the so-called

Christ." The longer passage, written in the tone

of a Christian believer, in strong contrast with

every other portion of the writings of Josephus, is

now admittedby allcandid critics, whether of the

orthodox or the liberal faith, to be an interpola-

tion. Josephus, however, gives us an interesting

account of the character, preaching, and death of

John the Baptist in passages of unquestioned

authenticity, tending to confirm the impressions of

that remarkable man obtained from the glimpses

of him afforded by the gospel narratives, and

thus, indirectly, to confirm the general truth of

the Christian tradition .

The earliest references to Jesus in the writings

of the Roman historians date from the early part

of the second century, and are exceedingly brief

and unsatisfactory, tending only to confirm the

facts of his existence and of his tragical death.

Suetonius alludes to him as "one Chrestus, a Jew,

who stirred up tumults in Rome" at the time of

the Emperor Claudius. A longer passage from

Tacitus,† of doubtful authenticity, but generally

accepted as genuine by Christian historians, adds
but little to our information, and is valuable only

as confirmation of the general belief of the period

in the existence of Jesus as anhistorical personage.

The younger Pliny, about 104 A.D., writes from

Bythinia, of which province he was the Roman

governor, an interesting account of the Christians

who resided in that neighborhood, but adds noth-

ing to our knowledge of the life and work of

Jesus.‡

Wemust turn then to the Synoptical Gospels as

our only reliable source of information concerning

the religion of Jesus. We may recognize the

probability that the author of the Fourth Gospel

built up his doctrinal system around an extant

local tradition of the life of Jesus, differing in

some respects from that of the synoptics, and in

others confirming the testimony of the first three

Gospels. The additional features, however, which

*Rev. John W. Chadwick, in The Bible of To day.

†Tacitus speaks of the Jews as a people "without relig-

ion," and regards Christianity as exitiabilis superstitio,-
"amiserable superstition." He says that Jesus was"exe-

cuted,inthe reign of Tiberias, by the procurator, Pontius

Pilate," thus confirming the gospel narrative.

He speaks of Christianity as prava et immodica super-

stitio.
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constitute the main part of thisGospel, for reasons

already given, we cannot regard as trustworthy.

To the Epistles of Paul,we may go for a history
of the remarkable development of doctrine and

expansion of the universalizing tendencies in the

new religion which occurred under his leadership

and inspiration, to the Apostolic Fathers for the

succeeding phase of the growing faith, and to

the Christian writers, the Gnostics, and the con-

temporary pagan historians and scholars of later

periods, for its subsequent development.

TheRelative Age and Tendencies of the Canoni-

cal Gospels.

Concerning the relative age,purport, and relia-

bility of the Gospels, widely different views have

prevailed in the past, and still prevail, among

Biblical scholars. The most rational conclusion

appears to be thatwhich regards Mark, our Second

Gospel, as the earliest in composition, Matthew

the second, and, but little later in time, Luke the

third, andJohn, or the Fourth Gospel, the last in

the order of time. Those critics who consider

that the exaltation of the personality of Jesus,

and the more frequent use of the term, "the Son

ofGod," in Mark, indicate alater development of

Christology, would place Matthew before Mark in

chronological order, as does Keim.* Those who

regard Luke as merely an expansion of Marcion's

Gospelwould place the Third Gospel before either

Mark or Matthew. This view is adopted by

Waite, Keeler, and other recent liberal writers.

The arguments in favor of the priority of Mark,

presented by Dr. E. A. Abbott, the writer of the

article on the Gospels in the Encyclopædia Bri-

tannica, by Renan, and other able and competent

critics, appear to me, however, to be conclusive

and unanswerable. Dr. Abbott regards this view

as the most satisfactorilydemonstrated proposition

inNewTestament controversy.

The principal reasons for accepting the priority

ofMarkmay thus be briefly stated :--

1. Its style is more crude and primitive than

that of either of the other canonical Gospels. Its

Greek is more corrupt. It reports certain of the

sayings of Jesus in the original Aramaic in which

they were spoken. It was written probably by a

Jewish Christian, of no great pretensions to schol-

arship, but familiar with both the Greek and the

Aramaic languages.

2. It is the shortest and least systematic in its

arrangement of all the biographies of Jesus. It

contains only twenty-four verses not also found in

Matthew and Luke. This would naturally be the

fact, if the last-named Gospels were written later,

using either Mark, or the material from which

Markwas compiled, as a basis. The later writers

would naturally use much of the material of the

earlier, adding to it such facts or modifications of

these original statements as they should deem im-

portant.

3. Luke and Mark contain matter in common

which is not found in Matthew ; Matthew and

Mark also containmatter in common not found in

Luke ; but Matthew and Luke contain no matter

in commonwhich is not also found in a slightly

modified form in Mark. This condition of affairs

is hardly explainable upon any theory save that

of the priority of Mark.

4. The supernatural element is less developed in

Mark than in either of the other Gospels. The

stories of the miraculous birth are wholly wanting,

and also the story of the resurrection and ascen-

sion; the final verses of the concluding chapter not

being found in the earliest manuscripts, and being,

doubtless , a later addition by a different author.

The History of Jesus of Nazara, by Prof. Theodor
Keim, oneofthemost valuable and interesting historical
studies ofthe New

Testament period.

5. The term "Son of God," as applied to Jesus

in the Second Gospel, is not, as some assume, an

evidence of developed Christology, but the con-

trary. It was the common designation of the

members of the "kingdom of God," the regener-

ate Jewish state. It is used in this natural sense

in the Fourth Gospel, in some of the Epistles,

and in early Hebrew writings.* "The genesis of

Jesus as Son of God," says Prof. Allen, "precedes

his genesis as the Messiah of the Jews." †

oral or written. Mark's renderings of Scriptural

passages are freer and less literal than those of

Matthew.

Bearing in mind the nature of these, our only

sources of information concerning the life and

teachings of the Nazarene Prophet, we will at-

tempt hereafter to draw therefrom a just and true

conception of his work, his doctrine, and his per-

sonality. If, haply, beneath the legendary accre-

tions of an unscientific age and an uncritical

The Gospels are all what are known to scholars | people, through the false lights of a tendency lit-

as "tendency writings" ; that is to say, they have

each some ulterior motive and object beyond that

of making a clear and succinct statement of his-

torical truth. Thus, the writer of Mark aims,

above all, to exalt and magnify the human per-

sonality of Jesus. The tradition which refers its

authorship to a personal follower of the Apostle

Peter is significant and not improbable. Its char-

acter is such as we would naturally anticipate, if

inspired by contact with one who had seen and

known the Master.

The writer of the First Gospel (Matthew) aims

to present Jesus in the character of the Messiah

of the Jews, fulfilling the alleged Messianic proph-

ecies of the Old Testament. Its style of compo-

sition is less natural and more mechanical than

that of Mark. It presents distinct evidences of

manufacture, and the free use of older documents

which are apparently wrought into its structure

with little alteration. Some of them even embody

contradictory traditions, as the genealogy of Jesus,

which names Joseph as his father, and the incon-

sistent birth-story of the early chapters. The

short sentences and aphorisms scattered through

the Second and Third Gospels are collected into

the "Sermon on the Mount," in Matthew. The

story of the birth of Jesus and the reports of his

public career are arranged with special reference

to the fulfilment of Messianic prophecies .

The author of the Third Gospel presents Jesus

as the Saviour of both Jews and Gentiles, empha-

sizing his relation toward the latter. He traces the

genealogy of Jesus not onlyto Abraham, the father

of the Hebrews, as in Matthew, but back of him to

Adam, the father of the human race. He also re-

lates the story of the healing of the Syro-Phoenician

woman and the parable of the good Samaritan,

illustrative of the universal or Pauline tendency of

this Gospel. He makes Jesus send out notonly the

twelve apostles to the twelve tribes of Israel, as

in Mark and in Matthew, but also seventy others,

to every nation of the earth. The style of the

Third Gospel is more finished and elegant, and its

contents are more orderly in their arrangement

than either the First or the Second.

The writer of the Fourth Gospel presents Jesus

as the eternally existent, incarnate Logos, the

maker of the world, and its supernatural re-

deemer. To this end, he omits the birth-stories

as unnecessary to his purpose, and completely

subordinates historical accuracy. A ghostly ap-

parition, exalting his own spiritual office and su-

pernatural power, and placing supreme emphasis

on dogmatic statements of truth, takes the place

of the living man, calling his fellow-men to salva-

tion through righteousness.

In their quotations from the Old Testament, the

gospel writers most frequently make use of the

Septuagint version, as would be natural in a Greek

writing. Mark and Matthew, however, sometimes

vary from the renderings of the Septuagint,

making, apparently, a direct translation from some

extant Aramaic version of the Scriptures, either

Notably, in the writings of Philo, of earlier date than

any oftheNew Testament literature.

† Christian History, byJoseph Henry Allen, Professor in

Cornell University, late lecturer in the Harvard Divinity
School.

erature, the composition of which was instigated

by other aims than that of historical accuracy,

we shall nevertheless be able to discover the feat-

ures of aman in all respects like unto such as we

are, but with a soul on fire with a righteous and

unselfish purpose to elevate and save his fellow-

men,-then, in the satisfaction and encouragement

of this discovery, we need not repine at the vanish-

ing of agod.

CORRESPONDENCE.

WHY ARE MEN AFRAID OF WOMAN SUF-

FRAGE ?

Editors of The Index:-

Mrs. Stanton tells us that the woman suffrage

movement, having arrived at the point of seeming

success, is met with an objection which is alike in

America, England, and France; and she substantially

admits that the objection is well founded. This oppo-

sition is exactly what was to be expected themoment

the question came to be a practical one, and not

merely a theoretical or sentimental one. Probably

the men who advocate woman suffragedo it because

they believe that women have precisely the same

rights thatmen have. But,whenit comes to facing

the actual voting of women, the instincts of the men

tell them, even if they have never reasoned it out,

that the government by majority is only one form of

the government of force, and is not one of the rights

of MAN, in which all share alike, but "has its root in

man's love of authority." No matter what they may

say,men who think (or merely feel) know that our

government is no more based on the consent of the

governed than is that of the Czar of Russia. The

majority govern, because they have the power and

know of no better way of preserving social order;

and the minority submit, because they, too, know no

better way, and are the minority.

Menknow, if womendo not, that the vote does not

lessen "bigotry and superstition" in men, and would

not do so in the case of women. The freedom ofmen

from bigotry and superstition has not been gained by

taking part in Church and State or by the teaching

of Church or State, which, as organizations, are the

right and lefthand of oppression, but in direct oppo-

sition to both .

What both men and women need is to be taught to

discover the eternal and immutable laws of the uni-

verse, not to attempt the futile task of making laws

which require to be tinkered and unmade every year.

Ifwomenwould studythose living laws which carry
their own enforcement and do not need to be backed

by constables and votes, and would teach them to

their husbands and children, political governments

would soon become extinct, and a true society would

haveroom to grow; and the only government would

be the self-government of every individual with his

own consent.

If the noble, devoted, and persevering women suf-

fragists will take this work in hand, all the good

which the most ardent of them vainly hope to gain

by restrictive legislation will be realized; and per-

haps, so rapidly do things move nowadays, much

sooner than we maythink . At any rate, this is the

first step, and one which no power canprevent, if the

women will to take it. There is no permission re-

quired from men. No change in laws or customs

needs to be made. This is the highest work awoman

can do. Why should she try to emulate the tyranny

ofmanand dowrong becausehe does, when she has

the fieldclear before her to do right, and so help him

out of his wrong? Choose ye !
F. 8. C.



118
THE INDEX SEPTEMBER 4 1884

:

:

THE SOLIDS AS SUMS OF DYNAMIC EN-

TITIES .*

[ACCORDING TO FARADAY. ]

The vulgar and prevailing opinion, says this famous

scholar, in regard to the composition of matter from

atoms, evidently considers the atom as something ma-

terial, endowed with certain forces, by means of

which it joins with others in groups, thus forming

the various substances with their various properties.

Since pressure and cold contract the solids into a

smaller space, and heat and escape from pressure

expand them, transform them into their liquid and

gaseous state, where the atoms are united so loosely

that they canmove about each other freely, it is gen-

erally suggested that these atoms do not touch each

other, but have a space between them which is

smaller in solid bodies, but considerably larger in

those of a liquid and specially of a gaseous state.

Hence, as the atoms are thus in a greater or lesser

distance from one another, in each body this space is

the uninterrupted part pervading the whole bulk like

anet. Then space alone is coherent, and by it the

atoms are isolated from each other, as the grains of

sand in the mortar are isolated by the lime.

Taking now a solid that is not conducting electric-

ity,-for example, a piece of rosin, we must consider

the spacewithin it as non-conductive; for, if the space

which percurs the rosin coherently could conduct

electricity, the rosin could not be non-conductor.

Again, let us take a conductor, say copper. Also, in

metals, space is the coherent part, as in all bodies;

consequently, copper were likewise to he non-con-

ductor, since, as we have learned from the rosin, space

is non-conductive. Notwithstanding, the metals do

conduct electricity. Hence, the space in the rosin

wouldhaveto be non-conductor, and in the metals con-

ductor! Kalium (potassium) and natrium are as well

conductors as the other metals. One atom of potas-

sium forms with one atom of oxygen potash; one atom

of potash plus one atom of water, which consists of

two atoms of oxygen andhydrogen, forms one atom of

hydrate of kali, whence one atom of hydrate of kali

contains four elementary atoms . The specific gravity

of kalium is 0.365, its atomic gravity 40: the specific

gravity of moltenhydrate of kali almost equals 2, its

atomic gravity 57. From this canbe seen that a piece

of kalium contains less kalium than an equally large

piece of potash which is composed of the former and

oxygen. If we combine kalium or potassium with

oxygen, atom by atom, and then these two with

hydrogen and oxygen in a double number of atoms,

thesubstance will, in spite of all these additions, be-

come less and less, until it possesses not quite two-

thirds of the original bulk. If a given quantity of

potassium contains 45 atoms, the same quantity of

the hydrate of kali contains almost 70 atoms of the

metal potassium, and, besides this, 210 atoms of hydro-

gen and oxygen. Ergo, according to the common

atomic doctrine, the atoms of potassium would have

to be in a considerable distance from each other,-

there would be more space than matter in the body.

As potassium is a good conductor, also the space in

the same must be conductive ; but why is this same

space in non-conductors-as sulphur, rosin-lac, which

according to the theory are also filled by space-non-

conductive ? This contemplation contributes to the

argument that there is no space as a thing self-exist-

ent in the bodies; that, moreover, all what we call bod-

ies, matter, etc. , is in its very essence nothing else but

the manifestation of a plurality of dynamic entities , and

space nothing else but the result of the interaction of the

forces which these entities exert to certain distances .

Matter, therefore, consists not of solid particles and

intermediate space; but there is no empty space within

matter, as the atoms, which are but sums of activities,

touch andpenetrate each other. The centres of these

atoms lie in different distances, the latter being in

proportion to the greater or lesser density-from the

solid to the liquid and gaseous state-of the bodies .

It is the properties of the atoms which we perceive

within and at the bodies, and from their nature de-

pends the electric conductiveness or non-conductive-

ness of the bodies.

Space in itself is as little perceptible as light in

itself, as electricity, heat, gravity in themselves.

Gravity itself would never drive a mill, but the water,

which, besides the power of being heavy, possesses

*From the German of M. Drossbach, translated for The

Index by F. W. Opp.

the faculty of occupying a certain space, of acting

chemically, of refracting the light, etc.; nor can space

in itself conduct electricity, etc. We could in the

samemanner urge that space exists not, unless com-

bined with the other properties (forces), as we must

deny the absolute existence of gravity outside of the

combination with the other forces. Spacialness can

be as little separated from matter as the remnant of

its activities. No space can only be occupied by a

thing which has no activities ; but a thing without

activities is a no-thing.

A PASSAGE FROM SPENCER'S " PRINCIPLES

OF PSYCHOLOGY. "*

"Mind, as known to the possessor of it, is a circum-

scribed aggregate of activities; and the cohesion of

these activities, one with another, throughout the

aggregate, compels the postulation of a something of

which they are the activities. But the same experi-

ences which make him aware of this coherent aggre-

gate of mental activities, simultaneously make him

aware of activities that are not included in it,-outly-

ing activities which become known by their effects

on this aggregate, but which are experimentally

proved to be not coherent with it, and to be coherent

with one another. As, by the definition of them,

these external activities cannot be brought within

the aggregate of activities distinguished as those of

Mind, they must forever remain to him nothing more

than the unknown correlatives of their effects on this

aggregate, and can be thought of only in terms fur-

nished by this aggregate. Hence, if he regards his

conceptions of these activities lying beyond Mind as

constituting knowledge of them, he is deluding him-

self: he is but representing these activities in terms

ofMind, and cannever do otherwise. Eventually, he

is obliged to admit that his ideas of Matter and

Motion, merely symbolic of unknowable realities, are

complex states of consciousness built out of units of

feeling. But, if, after admitting this, he persists in

asking whether units of feeling are of the same

nature as the units of force distinguished as external,

or whether the units of force distinguished as external

are of the same nature as units of feeling, then the

reply, still substantially the same, is that we may go

farther toward conceiving units of external force to

be identified with units of feeling than we can toward

conceiving units of feeling to be identified with units

of external force. Clearly, if units of external force

are regarded as absolutely unknown and unknow-

able, then to translate units of feeling into them is to

translate the known into the unknown, which is ab-

surd. And, if they are what they are supposed to be

by those who identify them with their symbols, then

the difficulty of translating units of feeling into them

is insurmountable. If Force, as it objectively exists ,

is absolutely alien in nature from that which exists

subjectively as feeling, then the transformation of

Force into Feeling is unthinkable. Either way,

therefore, it is impossible to interpret inner existence

in terms of outer existence. But, if, on the other

hand, units of Force, as they exist objectively, are

essentially the same in nature with those manifested

subjectively as units of Feeling, then a conceivable

hypothesis remains open. Every element of that

aggregate of activities constituting a consciousness

is known as belonging to consciousness only by its

cohesion with the rest. Beyond the limits of this

coherent aggregate of activities exist activities quite

independent of it, and which cannot be brought into

it. We may imagine, then, that by their exclusion

from the circumscribed activities constituting con-

sciousness, these outer activities, though of the same

intrinsic nature, become antithetically opposed in

aspect. Being disconnected from consciousness or

cut off by its limits, they are thereby rendered for-

eign to it. Not being incorporated with its activities ,

or linked with these as they are with one another,

consciousness cannot, as it were, run through them;

and so they come to be figured as unconscious, are

symbolized as having the nature called material as

opposed to that called spiritual. While, however, it

thus seems an imaginable possibility that units of

external Force may be identical in nature with units

of the force known as Feeling, yet we cannot by so

representing them get any nearer to a comprehension

of external Force. For, .. supposing all forms of

*Referred to in Mr. Fiske's article in The Index this

week.

† See, in this connection, First Principles, pp. 143-156.

Mind to be composed ofhomogeneous unitsof feeling

variously aggregated, the resolution of them into such

units leaves us as unable as before to think of the sub-

stance ofMind as it exists insuch units; andthus, even

couldwe really figure to ourselves all units of exter-

nal Force as being essentially like units of the force

known as Feeling, and as so constituting a universal

sentiency, we should be as far as ever from forming

a conception of that which is universally sentient."

(Vol. I., pp. 159-161.)

An interesting collection of the originals of Prang's

publications, to be opened at the exhibition of the

Massachusetts Charitable Mechanics' Association,

which will begin in this city September 10, will

contain pictures by Thomas Moran, Murphy, Miss

Bridges , F. S. Church, J. W. Champney, Jean Robie,

andmany others, with their reproductions. Another

collection will show the development ofchromo-litho-

graphy in this country, and will consist of a compara-

tive exhibit of works issued by Prang & Co., from

the very first colored plate published up to date, and

will comprise a complete set of Prize Cards. Studies

from artists by Mrs. E. T. Fisher, Murphy, and

others, will be shown; and not the least interesting

exhibit will be that of a picture in every stage of

reproduction by lithography. The Satin Prints, from

original works by leading artists, will include a copy

of F. S. Church's "Lion inLove."

EVERY subscriber who is in arrears for The

Index is requested to send the amount due to this

office with the least possible delay. We are in

especial need of money during these summer

months to meet current expenses,-which we

shall be abundantly able to do, if our friends

will promptly remit the sums they owe us on

their subscriptions.

JAMES KAY APPLEBEE

is open to accept engagements for the delivery of SUNDAY

EVENING LECTURES at towns within reach of Boston by

Sunday afternoon trains. For terms and subjects, address

JAMES KAY APPLEBEE, Boston, Mass .

MRS. EMILY J. F. NEWHALL'S

School for Girls and Young Ladies will reopen

Oct. 1, 1884.

As heretofore, its management will be conducted upon
the basis of EDUCATION rather than INSTRUCTION. The

proper use of English will be made an especial feature

of the daily work. Under the direction of John Storer

Cobb, LL.D., from London University, this branch will

comprise a thorough study of the English language, as
well as Latin and mathematics. The illustrated lectures

upon the great tone-masters, the use of the lantern,

and attendance at the Art Museum, will be continued.

For catalogue, address No. 91 Newbury Street, Boston; or

apply between 11 and 1, after September 15.

THE FLORAL WORLD.

A SUPERB, ILLUSTRATED $1.00 MONTHLY WILL

BE SENT ON TRIAL

FREE ONE YEAR !

To all who will enclose this ad. to us NOW with 12 20.

stamps to prepay postage. The Indiana Farmer says:

"Contents interesting and to flower lovers wellworth the

price,-$1.00 per year." Sworn subscription list over 12,000
in every State and Territory, Canada, GreatBritain,South

America,Africa, India, and Australia.
Mrs. R. A. Houk, Bingen, Ind., says : "It is the best floral

paper I ever saw." Mrs. J. W. Fay, Big Beaver, Mich.:

"It is magnificent!" Mrs. R. G. Stambach, Perth Amboy,

N.J.: "Have never seen anything half so good." Mrs. J. L.

Shankin, Seneca City, S.C.: "It is just splendid."

ADDRESS

The Floral World Highland Park, Lake Co., Ill.

BELVIDERE SEMINARY.

Theplan of an Industrial School which was sent by the

Misses Bush, of Belvidere Seminary, New Jersey, to the

widow of Wendell Phillips, has received her approval and

permission to name the institution, when established, the

Wendell Phillips Memorial Industrial School.

The plan has also been highly commended by some of

the most eminent educators in this country, and active

measures are being taken to insure its success.

Its originators respectfully solicit such aid and influence

in behalf of their enterprise as the friends of Wendell

Phillipsmaybe pleased to offer. They will conferperson-

ally or by letter with any one interested in their plan, and

will very gratefully receive donations, in large or small
amounts, of money, books, stationery, pictures, chemical

and philosophical apparatus, or charts and specimens
needed in the study of the Natural Sciences. All parties

responding in any way substantially to this call will be
considered founders ofthe institution.

Belvidere, Warren County, N.J.
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POPULAR BOOKS

Sent by Mail Postpaid at

PUBLISHERS' PRICES .

ANY BOOK in the subjoined List, or any

other OBTAINABLE BOOK, that maybe de-

sired,willbe forwardedaspromptlyaspossible,
on receipt of orders accompanied with the cash.

SPECIAL RATESwillbe madewithpersons
orlibraries desiring any large number of books.

Orders are respectfully solicited from all friends

of THE INDEX.
-

1.00 HUXLEY(T. H.). Man's Place inNature, 1.25

1.00
On the Origin of Species......

Lay Sermons,Addresses, andReviews... 1.75

More Criticism on Darwin andAdminis-

DEFOE (DANIEL). Robinson Crusoe ....

DICKENS (CHARLES). CompleteWorks.
14 vols...

10.50

DRAPER (DR. J. W.). History of the Con-

flict between Religion and Science..... 1.75

The Intellectual Development of Eu-

trative Nihilism ...

Critiques andAddresses
.50

1.50

American Addresses
1.25rope. 2 vols .... 3.00

Science and Culture .
1.50Scientific Memoirs

3.00

EMERSON (R. W.). Essays. First Series, 1.50
INGERSOLL (R. G.). The Gods, and

Other Lectures
1.25Essays. Second Series..... 1.50

The Ghosts, and Other Lectures 1.25Miscellantes ..... 1.50
The Mistakes of Moses

1.25Representative Men.... 1.50
Whatmustwe do to be saved?..

.25English Traits 1.50

Conduct of Life.. 1.50 JAMES (HENRY, JR.). The Portrait ofa
Poems

1.50 Lady

MayDay,and Other Pieces .

Society and Solitude.....

Letters and SocialAims .

ENNIS (JACOB). The Origin ofthe Stars,
and the Causes of their Motions and

theirLight

1.50 JESUS : HIS OPINIONS AND CHARAC

1.50 TER. The New Testament Studies of

aLayman....1.50

2.00

FISKE (JOHN). Myths andMythmakers, 2.00
Outlines of Cosmic Philosophy.....

The Unseen World, and Other Essays ... 2.00

FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHIP IN RE-

LIGION. AVolume of TenEssays,by

D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow,

Samuel Johnson, John Weiss, O. В.

Frothingham, W. J. Potter, F. E.

Abbot, J. W. Chadwick, T. W. Higgin-

son, and Mrs. E. D. Cheney, and ad-

dresses by Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

RobertDaleOwen,and others...

FROTHINGHAM (O. B.). History of

Transcendentalism in New England.

With Portrait of theAuthor.

The Religion of Humanity

The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of

JEVONS (W. S.). Moneyand the Mechan-

ism ofExchange...

JOHNSON (OLIVER). Wm. Lloyd Garri-

son andhis Times. With Portrait and

Introduction by J. G. Whittier6.00

JOHNSON (SAMUEL). Oriental Relig-

ions, and their Relation to Universal

Religion:

1.50

India

China

LANGE (F. A.). History of Materialism.

3vols...

LECKY (W. E. H.). History of the Rise

and Influence of the Spirit of Ration-

alism inEurope. 2 vols..

History ofEuropean Morals fromAugus-

tus toCharlemagne. 2 vols...

2.50 LEWES (G. H.). Biographical History of

Philosophy. 2 vols.....

Physiology of Common Life. 2 vols.....

The Story of Goethe's Life

Problems of Life and Mind. First Se-

2.00

1.50

1.75

2.00

POPE'S Essay onMan

PRATT (WM., M.D.). A Physician's Ser-
mon to YoungMen...

PROCTOR (R. A.) . Other Worlds than

Ours: ThePlurality of Worlds studied

under the Light of Recent Scientific

Researches. Illus...

Light Science for Leisure Hours . A Se-

ries of Familiar Essays on Scientific

Subjects

.50

.25

2.50

1.75

The Moon: Her Motions, Aspect, Scen-
ery,andPhysical Conditions. Illus.. 3.50

The Expanse of Heaven. A Series of
Essays onthe Wonders ofthe Firma-

ment

OurPlace among Infinities . A Series of

Essays contrasting our LittleAbode

inSpaceandTime with the Infinities

around us . To which are added

Essays on the Jewish Sabbath and

Astrology....

2.00

1.75

QUATREFAGES (A. de). The Natural

Historyof Man. 1.00

The Human Species 2.00

RAPHALL (MORRIS J.). History of the

Jews from 420 B. C. E. to the year 70
C. E. 2 vols ...

4.005.00

10.50

5.00 RIBOT (T. H.). Heredity: A Psychologi-

cal Study on its Phenomena, its Laws,

its Causes, and its Consequences ...

EnglishPsychology...

Diseases of Memory..

2.00

1.50

1.50

4.00 ROMANES (G. J.). Animal Intelligence.. 1.75
The Scientific Evidences ofOrganicEvo-

lution

4.00

Beliefs aboutMan

GARRISON (WM. LLOYD) . Tributes to

at his Funeral. With Heliotype of

BustbyAnne Whitney.

GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

erty

1.00

1.00
5.00

2.00 LUBBOCK (SIR JOHN). Origin of Civill-

zation, and the Primitive Condition of

Man

Pre-historicTimes, as illustrated byAn-

cient Remains, and the Manners and

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus .. 5.00

.75

1.00

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus .. 8.00

1.00

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK (W. H.). Is Life Worth Living? 1.25
Social Equality...

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Bodyand Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

encetoMental Disorders ..

Physiology of Mind....

Body and Will: Being an Essay concern-

ingWill in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical, andPathologicalAspects ....

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-

lyle..

1.50

2.00
15.00

ADAMS (R. C.). Evolution. ASummary

ofEvidence
$0.25

ADLER(FELIX). CreedandDeed
1.00

Natural History. Illus...

AGASSIZ (LOUIS). Methods of Study in

1.50 3.00 .50

Geological Sketches. First Series. .. 1.50 SAVAGE (M. J.). Belief inGod. 1.00

Geological Sketches. Second Series.....

AJourney in Brazil. Illus.....

1.50
1.50 Morals of Evolution

1.00

5.00

Doctrine of a Future Life ....

ALGER(W. R.). ACritical History ofthe

3.50

Primitive Christianity

Child's Book of Religion.

3.00 1.00

1.75
1.50

Talks about Jesus

For Sunday-
Beliefs about the Bible .

1.00

schools and Homes 1.00

ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN-

MENTS .

ries. 2 vols ......

Storiesfrom the Lips of the Teacher.... 1.00
1.50 Stories of the Patriarchs 1.00

The Physical Basis of Mind. Second

Series.

Riddles

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her6.00
1.00

300
Bluffton. AStory of To-day

1.00

1.00

ARNOLD (EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama,

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

Beliefs of the Unbelievers . .25

Spirit of the New Faith... 1.00
The Study of Psychology, its Object,

Scope, andMethod..... 2.00

The Safest Creed 1.00

Knowledge and Faith

1.00
Life of Gerrit Smith

1.00 LONGFELLOW'S Poetical Works. 2vols. 7.00 SCHROEDER (DR. KARL). AManual of

SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory

ofDescent andDarwinism. Illus...... 1.50

Creedand Conduct

ARNOLD (MATTHEW). Essays in Criti-
2.00

cism..

TheRising and the Setting Faith

Visions of the Future 1.00

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated fromthe German. Illus ... 3.50

Godand the Bible
1.50

Life of Theodore Parker.. 2.00

Literature andDogma
1.50

George Ripley.
1.25

toryofPhilosophy

BAIN (ALEXANDER). Mental Science:

ACompendium of Psychology andHis-
FULLER (MARGARET). Women in the Chemistry

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs.

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley.
.50

1.50
Nineteenth Century .. 1.50 Physics ..

.50

TheEmotions and the Will.
Lifewithout and Life within . 150

500
Physical Geography.

.50

Moral Science: ACompendium ofEthics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50
AtHomeandAbroad . 1.50 Geology.

.50

Relations
1.50

GALTON(FRANCIS) . Hereditary Genius

EnglishMenof Science..

2.00
Physiology

.50

1.00
Astronomy

.50

TheSensesandthe Intellect 5.00 Inquiries into Human Faculty and its
Botany

.50

BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of
Development. 3.00

Logic....
.50

Life. 2 vols...
5.00

15.00

-

TheBeginnings of Life; or, The Modes

ofOrigin ofLowerOrganisms. 2vols.

Evolution andthe Origin of Life

BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous-

Plano-forte Playing

Inventional Geometry
.50

.50

5.00

PoliticalEconomy.
.50

2.00

Natural Resources ofthe United States.
.50

.50

1.50
ness

SCOTT'S Complete Poetical Works. Illus. 8.00

SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols....

Eating andDrinking
Stimulants and Narcotics.

OurHomePhysician: A Popular Guide

totheArt ofPreserving Health and

Tresting Disease..
6.00 1.00

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

Memoirand Portrait. 2 vols.....2.50

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women..

: BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. ANovelof New York .. 1.50

The Secret of GoodMemory

The Secret of a Clear Head..

Common Mind Troubles ....

BLAINE'S (JAMES G.) Eulogy on James How tomake the Bestof Life..
6.00

A.Garfield. With Portrait..
.50

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-

calWorks. Illustrated
2.50

GRAY (ASA) . Darwiniana: Essays and

Reviews pertaining to Darwinism

BUCKLE'S (H. T.) History of Civilization

inEngland.. 4.00

Essays,withaBiography of the author.. 1.00

BUECHNER'S ForceandMatter
3.25

BURNS (ROBERT). Complete Works ....

CARLETON (WILL) . Farm Festivals.

Illus..

1.00

2.00

Farm Legends. Illus....

Farm Ballads. Illus....
2.00

Principles of Biology. 2 vols.
4.00

1.50
Principles of Psychology. 2 vols ...

4.00

2.50
Principles of Sociology. 2 vols.....

4.00
Discussions in Science,Philosophy, etc.. 2.00

2.50
Universal Progress...

2.00

1.50
Essays, Moral, Political, Esthetic..

2.00

2.60
Social Statics..

2.00Data of Ethics

1.50 1.25
Study of Sociology.

1.25 1.50Education .

1.25

STALLO (J. B.). The Concepts and Theo-

ries of Modern Physics...
1.75

:

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits andMaps. 6 vols .... 7.50
.25

: FrenchRevolution. 2 vols .
2.50

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols ....
2.50

Critical andMiscellaneous Essays . With

Portrait. 2 vols ..... 3.50

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With

Portraits. 2 vols... 4.00

CHADWICK(J. W.). The Bible of To-day, 1.50

The Faith of Reason 1.00

TheMan Jesus . 1.00

CHANEY(G.L.). F. Grant&Co.; or, Part-

nerships. A Story for the Boys who

meanBusiness ....

HAWLEY (F. B.) Capital and Popula-

tion:AStudy of the Economic Effects

of their Relations to each other..

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

Scarlet Letter.

1.25

Tom. AHome Story 1.25 HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-

1.25

CHILD(LYDIA MARIA). Aspirations of

theWorld: A Chain of Opals ..........
Lookingtoward Sunset......

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

AppendixbyWendell Phillips. With
Portrait...

CLARK (EDW. H., M.D.). Sex in Educa-

75 GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6vols .

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-

lessness....

12.00

.БО

.50

.50

.50

.50

2.00

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2 vols. 4.00

HAECKEL (ERNST) . The History of
Creation; or, The Developmentof the

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes. Illus. 2 vols.

The Evolution of Man. 2vols........

Freedom in Science and Teaching ..

5.00

5.00

... 1.00

1.25

2.00 HALLOWELL (R. P.). The Quaker Inva-
sion of Massachusetts.

HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy..... 2.00

HAMMOND (DR. W. A.) . A Treatise on

Diseases of the Nervous System ....... 5.00

HARDY(ARTHUR S.). ButyetaWoman 1.25

HARRIS (J.C.). Uncle Remus: His Songs

and Sayings. The Folk Lore of the

Old Plantation. Illus .... 1.50

1.50

1.25

The House of the Seven Gables .......... 1.25

ative First Cause

Freedom of the Will

2.50 HELMHOLTZ (H.). Popular Lectures on
Scientific Subjects. Withan Introduc

tionby Prof. Tyndall...
Second Series

1.50

1.25

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus...

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment.....

Young Folks' History of the United

tion

TheBuilding of aBrain
1.25

CLODD(E. ). The Childhoods ofReligions .

Asimple account of the Birth and

Growth of Myths andLegends.....
1.25

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-COBBE(FRANCESPOWER). TheDuties

ofWomen........ Paper, 25 cts .; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M.D.). The SacredAnthology, 200

The Earthward Pilgrimage.....

Idols and Ideals .
1.75

1.50

1.50

DemonologyandDevil Lore. 2 vols..... 7.00
Emerson at Home and Abroad..

COOKE (J. P. ). Scientific Culture, and

Other Essays...

States

Margaret Fuller Ossoli.

ingPlace

The Mystery ofPain ..

Physiology for PracticalUse

HOLLAND (F. M.). Reign of the Stoics..
Stories fromRobert Browning

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing... Paper,35 cts.; cloth,

.75

2.00

2.00

1.50

1.50

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON). The

Organs of Speech and their Applica-

tion in the Formation of Articurate

Sounds...

MILL (JOHN STUART). The Positive

Philosophy of Auguste Comte........

Political Economy

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

Religion.........

Liberty, both in one vol.

Representative Government...

Three Essays on Religion....

MILLS (C. D. B.). Gems of the Orient....

Buddha and Buddhism..

MUELLER (F. MAX) . Lectures on the

Science of Language .

Chips from a GerinanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II . Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, and Customs. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, and An-

tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology. Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol. , $2.00;

theset ...

Lectures on the Science of Religion :

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or
Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustrated by the Relig-

ions of India

OORT (DR. H.) and HOOYKAAS (DR. I. ) .

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study of the Bible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges .....

Vol. II. Kings and Prophets

Vol. III. New Testament.....

4.00 OSWALD (FELIXL., M.D.). Physical
Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature....

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

ofthe ChristianReligion andthe Sig-

nificance of its Rise andDecline.....

PAINE (THOMAS). Age of Reason.......

Complete Works...

1.50

1.25

1.00

1.75 PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind
2.25

1.25

1.50

.50

SMITH'S AncientHistory, from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fall of the Western

Empire. Illus. 3vols ..

3.50

3.00

1.75 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00

2.00

10.00

2.00

STEWART (S. J.). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: What it is and how it Grew..

STICKNEY (ALBERT). A True Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of " Stod-

dard Lectures." etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful
illustrations

5.00

STOWE ( HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

town Folks. ANew England Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-
land Story

2.50 STRAUSS (D. F.). The Old Faith andthe

2.00

2.00

2.00

1.00

New..

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

owe to each other..

TRUESDALE (JOHN W. ). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-
ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-
fiveYears .

TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

Motion

Fragments of Science.

Light andElectricity.

Lessons in Electricity..

Hours of Exercise in the Alps .
.50 BelfastAddress ..

1.00

7.00

1.50

1.00

UNDERWOOD (B. F.) , Essays and Lect-
ures

UNDERWOOD ( S. A. ). Heroines of Free

Thought

VOGEL (A.). A Practical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ...........

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50

1.00

1.75

Prayers by Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of

Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools andFamilles. .75 VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

TheNewChemistry.
1.00 HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The

2.00

COOPER ( JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Complete in 16 vols... 20.00

DANA (R. H. ). Two Yeare before the Mast, 1.50

DARWIN(CHARLES). Origin of Species, 2.00
Descentof Man.....

Journal of
Researches .

Emotional
Expression ...

Animals and Plants under
Domestica-

2.00

2.00

Autocrat of theBreakfast Table....... 2.00

The Professoratthe Breakfast Table....

The Poet at the Breakfast Table..

Poems...

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Elsie Venner

3.00

2.00 moirandPortrait. 2 vols ..

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.). The Lady of the

HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems . With Me-

Aroostook ...

5.00 The Undiscovered Country.
2.00

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a

Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols.

tion. 2 vols ...
Insectivorous Plants

ClimbingPlants
Orchids fertilized by Insects

1.75Fertilization in the Vegetable Kingdom. 2.00
Forms ofFlowers ...

1.50
Power of

Movement in Plants .

2.00

Vegetable Mould,etc.

1.50
Completeset, 13 vols .

Travels andResearches

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-

traits..

25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays

2.00

1.25

2.00

3.50

1.50

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

theReligion and Philosophy ofEman-
uel Swedenborg

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.
With Portraits . 2 vols ..

Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

traits. 3 vols ......

Famous Americans of Recent Times ....

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

tions. 2 vols ..

1.50 PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART). The

3.00

GatesAjar .....

Beyond the Gates.

Doctor Zay

.75 PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newly engravedLikenesses of Sumner.

2vols .

1.50

1.50

1.25

4.00

WALKER (PROF. F. A.). Wages

Money..

Money. Trade, and Industry.

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6
vols. Illus ....

2.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

2.00

4.50

3.50

4.00

1.50

10.00

toryLiquor Laws
1.25

6.00
The Social Law of Labor.

1.50

WEISS (JOHN). Life and
Correspondence

4.00American Religion
1.50The Immortal Life

1.50
1.50

1.50
Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare

2.00

Growth of Language

1.50
WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works,withPortrait 2.00

WILSON (HENRY). Rise and Fall of the
6.00

Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols ....... 9.00

6.00
of Theodore Parker

1.25 WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and
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Fast Potato Digging Travels in Faith from

SENT ON

60 Days'

TestTrial.

THE MONARCH POTATO DIGGER

Savesits costyearly, FIVE TIMES

OVER, to every farmer Guar-

anteed toDig Six Hundred

Bushels aDay!

MONARCH FUTATO DicerR

Agents
Wanted.

Write postal card for FREE elegantly

illustrated Catalogue, in Six Brilliant Colors,

that cost us $2000 to publish.

206 State St. ,

Monarch Manufacturing Co., CHICAGO, ILL.

ALL ODDS

THEBESTEQUIPPED
RAILROAD IN THE WORLD

Let it be forever remembered that the

Chicago & North-Western
RAILWAY

is the best and shortest route to and from

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

that it is preferred by all well-posted trav-

ellers when passing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

Tradition to Reason. $500 CASH, FREE !

By ROBERT C. ADAMS.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.

WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS
The 32d School Year of this family and

Day School for Boys and Girls will begin

Sept. 17, 1884. For catalogue address
NATH'L T. ALLEN, West Newton, Mass.

Robert G. Ingersoll's Writings.
Only authorized editions

Vol. I.-1 Cornell UnivLib

31

Wher

ds,"

vid-

Lecture

"Humbol

uality," "Heretics and Heresies." 12mo,

253 pages . Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. II.-THE GHOSTS, and Other

Lectures. Contents: " The Ghosts,"

"The Liberty of Man, Woman, and

Child," "The Declaration of Independ-

ence," "About Farming in Illinois,"

"The Grant Banquet Toast," "The Past

rises before me like a Dream," "Tribute

to Rev. Alexander Clark," "Tribute to

Ebon C. Ingersoll." 12mo, 243 pages.

Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. III.-SOME MISTAKES OF
MOSES. 12mo, 278 pages. Cloth, $1.25;

paper, 50 cents.

Vol. IV.-INGERSOLL ON TAL-

MAGIAN THEOLOGY. (New.)

cloth, $1.25; 50 cents.

We offer the above amount of money and THIRTY-FIVE GOLD WATCHES, Free to

the first 148 persons answering the following Bible question: Where is the wordGrand-
mother found in the Biblef Mention the Book, Chapter andVerse.

The first person answering this question correctly, on orbefore October 15th, will receive $75cash.
Ifwereceive more than one correct answer, the second will receive $70; the third, $60; the fourth, $55;
the fifth, $50; the sixth, $25; the seventh, $20; eighth, $15; ninth, 810; tenth, $8; eleventh, $6; twelfth, $4;

thirteenth, $2; thirty-five GOLD WATCHES to the next thirty-five correct answers, and one dol-
lareach tothe next one hundred people answeringit correctly. If you are not first, remember that

youmaybe second or third, so you stand a good chance for a large prize. Each competitormust, in
every case, send 50 cents for Sample package ROYAL TEA with their answers.

ΤΗΣ PURE, UNCOLORED ROYAL TEA
UNADULTERATED

Issuch asthe crownedheads ofEurope use. Imported direct. The first time the Royal Teahas ever
been introduced in America. A revolution to American tea drinkers. Only Nature's Coloring is

used in the Royal Tea. The fresh leaves are dried and preparedin such a way as to retain all their

delicatearomaand flavor, together withstrength and body. One trial of Royal Tea andyou willforever

do away with all impure, high colored and poisonous articles , SPECIAL OFFER! To introduce
this Tes inAmerica we will, for a limited time, (until October 15th,) send (samplebox)one half-pound

Royal Tea, prepaid, to any address on receipt of only 50 cents, one pound-box, prepaid, 81. 50cents is
cheap for sample box Royal Tea so you pay nothing for competing for one of the above prizes. In
addition to the other prizes, we offer $500 more to be divided equally: (85 each) to the first one

hundred persons sending us the correct answer to the above question and sending $1 for one-pound
sample Royal Tea. The money will be promptly sent to the successful ones. Sendone dollarin P.O.
order, postal note, or registered letter. Don't wait, but send your answer at once. Postage

stamps taken . Full instructions to agents how to make 310 aday introducing the Royal Tea given
with each sample box. Address MAYO & CO., 166 La Salle St. , Chicago, III .

J. HART & CO., INVESTORS
BANKERS,

Doylestown, Pa .

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points in Europe. Agency
for the American Line of Steamers.

THE

per , $2.00; plain Woman Question in Europe.
It also operates the best route and the short WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE

line between

Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapolis.

Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison,

Fort Howard (Green Bay), Wis. , Winona,

Owatonna, Mankato, Minn., Cedar Rapids,

Des Moines, Webster City, Algona, Clinton,

Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin, Rock-

ford, Ill . , are among its eight hundred local

stations on its lines .

Among a few of the numerous points of

superiority enjoyed by the patrons of this

road are its Day Coaches, which are the

finest that human art and ingenuity can

create; its Palatial Sleeping Cars,

which are models of comfort and elegance;

its Palace Drawing Room Cars,

which are unsurpassed by any; and its

widely celebrated

NORTH-WESTERN DINING CARS,

the like of which are not run by any other

road anywhere. In short, it is asserted that

it is the best equipped road in the

world.

All points of interest North, North-west,

and West of Chicago, business centres,

summer resorts, and noted hunting and

fishing grounds, are accessible by the vari-

ous branches of this road .

It owns and controls over five thousand

miles of road, and has over four hundred

passenger conductors constantly caring for

itsmillions of patrons.
Ask your ticket agent for tickets via this

route, and take none other. All leading

ticket agents sell them. It costs no more to

travel on this route that gives first-class ac-

commodations than it does to go by the

poorly equipped roads.
Formaps, descriptive circulars, and sum-

merresort papers, or other information not

obtainable at your local ticket office, write

to the

GEN'L PASS. AGENT, C. & N.-W. RY

CHICAGO, ILL.

2,000

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-

called"TwelveGreatPicturesofthe World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI;

SAVED ? 89 pages, 12mo. Paper, 25

cents.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, A

series of articles on the Christian Relig-

ion, by Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, Judge

JEREMIAH S. BLACK, and Prof. GEORGE

P. FISHER. The only complete and au-

thorized edition. One volume, 8vo, 143

pages. Cloth, $1.00 ; paper, 50 cents.

VINDICATION OF THOMAS

PAINE, from the attacks of the

New York Observer. By ROBERT G.

INGERSOLL. Paper, 25 cents .

Just Published :

Ingersoll's Lectures Complete.
In one superb volume, 1306 pages, octavo,

half calf, gilt, mottled edges. Price, post-

paid, $5.00.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL

RIGHTS MASS MEETING, held

at Lincoln Hall, Washington, D.C. , Octo-

ber 22, 1883. Containing the speeches of

Hon. FREDERICK DOUGLASS and Col.

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Large size, oc-

tavo. Paper, price 15 cents.

AND SELEC-PROSE - POEMS

TIONS from the writings and sayings

of Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Embel-

lished with a steel-engraved portrait of

the author. Beautifully printed on ele-

gant white paper, and in every way a

splendidbook for the centre table. Price

$2.50.

For sale at THE INDEX office, 44 Boylston

Street, Boston.

THE PROBLEM OF POVERTY.

ALecture delivered before the Society

for Ethical Culture of Chicago. For

sale at THE INDEX office. Price 10 cts.

THE ABSENCE OF DESIGN IN

NATURE. By Prof. H. D. GARRISON.

ALecture delivered before the Philo-

sophical Society of Chicago. Price 10

cts. For sale at THE INDEX office.

T

THE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

tising public is respectfully solicited for

THE INDEX. Though the paper must not be

held responsible for any statements made

byadvertisers,the attempt willbehonestlymade to keep the advertising pages intireharmony with its general character and

principles. To this end, all improper or

"blind" advertisements, all quack adver-

tobe fraudulent or unjust toanyone,will

be excluded from these columns.

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO; tisements, and all advertisements believed
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A DESPATCH states that, at a conference in

Edinburgh with ministers of the Free Church of

Scotland, Mr. Gladstone promised them that, if a

distinct majority of the Scotch members returned

to the House of Commons at the next election

were pledged to disestablish the Church of Scot-

land, the government would carry out the popular

will.

A MONTREAL friend writes : "The meeting of

the British Association just closed has been one of

extraordinary interest. Prof. Felix Adler gave a

free lecture last Sunday in Queen's Hall, com-

pletely filling it. His subject was the 'Ethical

Movement.' He had carefully prepared himself,

and made a good impression. A number of our

British visitors were present."

On the 6th inst. there was an immense demon-

stration at Glasgow in favor of the Franchise Bill.

Fully seventy thousand persons were in the pro-

cession, which was ten miles in length. Numerous

banners were displayed,bearing legends attacking

the House of Lords or caricatures of Lord Ran-

dolph Churchill and other conservative members.

Large Liberal demonstrations occurred also at

Carlisle and Swansea on the same day.

DR. J. J. WOODWARD, whose death occurred

recently, was the leading spirit of the Army Med-

ical Museum, and author of the Scientific Medical

History ofthe War. His scientific labors, especially
hismicroscopical investigations, are highly valued

among scientific men. Hewas a brother of the

well-known writer, Auber Forestier, whose distinc-

tion has been won in another field of thought, and

whose name, by her recent contributions to The

Index,has become very familiar to all our readers.

THE Longwood Society of Progressive Friends

in Chester County, Penn., have been in the habit

of holding one meeting in each month on the

fourth Sunday. During July and August of this

year, however, they have been addressed every

Sunday by Mr. Frederic A. Hinckley, of Provi-

dence; and now, in addition to their usual work

and his, an arrangement has been completed by

which Mr. Hinckley will speak for them during

June, July, August, and September of next year.

The Free Religious Society of Providence will

open its meetings for the season with the first

Sunday in October, and close them with the last

Sunday in May.

THE fear of lightning is intense and wide-spread,

and nobody ever wishes or thinks of a stroke as a

remedy against disease. Yet the papers state that,

at Port Jervis, N.Y., during a terrible thunder-

storm, amanwho was regarded by his physicians,

as well as by those who knew him generally, as a

hopeless paralytic, was rendered unconscious by a

stroke of lightning, and afterward came to himself

to find that he was entirely free from paralysis.

The account says that "he regained the use of his

limbs, and is able to walk and talk as usual. His

natural appetite has also returned; and he now

eatshis meals, and says he enjoys them." If one

could learn how to be struck by lightning so as to

be benefited by it as this Port Jervis man was,

instead of being blasted by the stroke, the dread it

excites might, among invalids, giveway to a desire

to have it administered in proper doses. Until

this knowledge is acquired,however, lightning is

not likely to take a place among the popular "cura-

tives," although of some of the latter it may fairly
be said, as of lightning, the chance of being killed

by them is greater than that of being cured.

THE following paragraph from an article in the

Springfield Republican on "SundayExcursion Riots"

is worthy of consideration : " The Sunday excursion

on the waters is a principal feature of the summer

in the large sea-side cities of our Northern coasts,

and inmany respects it is a good one; for, to the

working people who are its common patrons, it

affords that change of scene and that refreshment

of air which give them rest and zest for work. It

must be recognized that the weight of constant

work in the crowded cities cannot be thrown off

by church-going in the same cities, and that it

maybe valuable and praiseworthy for hard-pushed

laborers to take a sail down the bays and among

the islands to music and with social cheer. But it

is certain that such excursions need regulating in

a way that has not yet been attempted. There

should be no bars allowed on these occasions, in

the first place ; and there should be an adequate

police protection. Adozen policemen, or perhaps

even less, would have been enough when the row

began, in either case cited, to have quelled it and

kept peace. This is the practical consideration.

In general, such occurrences tell us how every city

is built upon a foundation of criminal elements,

whose presence cannot bedisregarded and is a con-

stant menace."

SAYS the Boston Herald, referring toMrs. Stan-

ton's article in last number of the North American

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

Review : "Mrs. Stanton's argument in favor of

easier divorces has occasioned a good deal of

discussion. 'Liberal divorce laws for oppressed

wives,' she declares, 'are what Canada was for

Southern slaves.' 'No words,' she adds, 'can de-

scribe the infinite outrages to which women are

subject in compulsory relations for which the law

gives no redress.' And she holds that a contract,

which may be so easily and lightly entered into,

should not be so disproportionately difficult to

annul. 'A legal marriage,' says Mrs. Stanton, 'in

most of the States, may be contracted between a

boyof fourteen and a girl of twelve without the

consent of parents or guardians, without publica-

tion of banns, without witnesses, without even the

signature of the parties, the presence of a priest or

of any officer of the State.' The New York Sun

remarks that this may notbe agood argument in

favor of easy divorce; but it does suggest that the

marriage laws need reforming, and that 'agitation

for the mending of the divorce laws should rightly

be accompanied, if not preceded, by efforts for the

improvement of the marriage laws.' Perhaps, if

the legal unions were compelled to be more de-

liberate, formal, and public, there would be less

call for easy separation. A system of easy mar-

riage and hard divorce is certain to lead to much

misery."

THE Western Watchman, in reply to an allusion

of the St. Louis Christian Evangelist to the "pagan"

ceremony of kissing the bishop's ring, as described

in the press reports of the enthronement of Arch-

bishop Ryan at Philadelphia, says of Protestants :

"They are notorious kissers. They kiss anything

in the heaven above, in the earth beneath, and in

the waters under the earth that wears petticoats .

They are shocked at seeing Catholics kissing the

hand of a successor of the apostles, but they think

it right and proper to kiss a fair woman's hand in

love or religion. There is not a preacher in Chris-

tendom who has not some time in his life kissed a

lady's jewelled hand, even on bended knee ; but

the worship the preachers give to woman Cathc-

lics bestow on the ministers of Himwhowas and

is to us 'father, sister, and mother.' The Christian

Evangelist says kissing a bishop's hand is pagan.

The seven wise men who edit that paper are bald

about the chin from excessive osculatory exercise,

and they gabble about the paganism of kissing !

The Old Church an apostate ! All the apostates

who have gone out from her were of the kissing

kind, from Martin Luther down to Hyacinthe. If

she had allowed morelatitudeand promiscuousness

in kissing, Protestantism would never have been."

"The sevenwise menwho editthatpaper" have not

been heard from in reply up to date. Each may

readily admit that he has "some time in his life

kissed a lady's jewelled hand, even on bended

knee"; but how will the admission of a natural

and proper "exercise" like that lessen the folly of

"kissing the bishop's ring" ! Wemay add that a

truthful comparison of Catholic and Protestant

ecclesiastics in the respect mentioned would not

begreatly to the credit of the former. Read Gib-

bonand Lecky.
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THE TEMPERANCE QUESTION IN POLITICS .

The Prohibitory party has gone into the na-

tional political campaign with a more aggressive

zeal and a more buoyant hope than at any pre-

vious Presidential election. And, whatever may be

said of the fundamental right of bringing the

temperance issue into politics, it must be admitted

that the platform of the Prohibitory party has the

advantage of the platforms of the two leading

parties of the country, in that it distinctly enun-

ciates a great moral principle, and makes a ringing

appeal to the moral sentiment of the nation.

sons who think temperance in itself may be too

personal a matter to take into politics a really

legitimate basis for apolitical party and for legis-

lative interference with the commerce in liquor.

Itmaybe said with truth that Liberals in gen-

eral set an example of practical temperance. Not

a few of them have been prominent workers in

the temperance reform. But, inregard to the best

methods ofpromoting the reform, they are divided ;

and in recent years there has doubtless been a

tendency among them to oppose the principle of

the Prohibitory law. Such legislation appears to

many of them to violate personal liberty, and to

be inconsistent with those methods of moral edu-

cation and self-control which they maintain to be

the chief reliances in the development of sound

character. They would have as little legislation

as possible with regard to personal morals, and

none at all on questions of personal hygiene, under

which theyclaim that the use of alcoholic bever-

ages should be classed. On the other hand, there

has been of late a growing tendency in the Pro-

hibitory party to narrowness and sectarianism,-a

disposition to rule out of the temperance move-

ment allwho donot adopt their methods and pro-

nounce the shibboleth of theirone idea; and, still

more recently, an inclination manifests itself in

their declarations and conventions to take a cer-

tain theological and religious attitude, which com-

mends their movement to the favor of the party

that is seeking an amendment to the United

States' Constitution in the interest of evangelical

Christianity. This feature in the present attitude

All earnestly moral people, it may be assumed,

believe in temperance : the only question among

them is with regard to the best method of promot-❘

ingtemperance. There is a difference, too, among

moral people in the amount of serious attention

theygive to temperance in its public aspects. But,

with everyyear, this view of the temperance prob-

lem is receiving wider consideration. Increasingly

is it seen that alcoholism is not simply a personal

anddomestic evil, but an evil that is far-reaching

in its social, public,and even governmental rela-

tions, the prolific cause of a vast proportion of

the crime, vice, poverty, degradation, disease, in-

sanity with which governmental and philanthropic

agencies have to deal. Here, therefore, is a ques-

tionwell calculated to arouse the conscience of the

country. The Prohibitory party, moreover, has

named national candidates against whose moral

characters, public or private, no charge or suspi-

cion has yet been cast. And, since the platforms

of the two great parties now present no distinctive ❘ of the national Prohibitory party is a stumbling-

moral issues, and there is little difference between

them even in the statement of political principles ,

and since their candidates for the Presidential

office are both unsatisfactory from the highest

moral stand-point, it will undoubtedly happen that

the national Prohibitory ticket will receive this

year a large accession of votes,-some of whom

probably, cannot be counted upon to remain with

thepartypermanently. Not a few voters, who may

not be wholly ready to make temperance a political

issue, seeing that the practical issue this year is

chiefly concerned with the personal character of the

several candidates, will vote for St. John in prefer- | battle is fought, we think the temperance reform

ence to either Blaine or Cleveland, and thereby

rebuke the nominating conventions of their own

parties.

Yet, to the conscientious voter, such a position

cannot be entirely satisfactory. He wants to vote

for principles that have won his convictions as well

as for men to whom he can give his moral ap-

proval. And one good result of the vigorous can-

vass which is beingmadeby the Prohibitory party

will be the wider dissemination of facts on which

the temperance problem is based, and the awaken-

ing of a fresh and more general interest in the

question of the best methods of promoting the

temperance reform. As these facts become known,

they are evidently making one deep impression on

the mind of the average common-sense American

voter, whostops to think of them without partisan

bias; and this impression is that, since the liquor

traffic is a drain upon the industrial wealth of the

nation at the rate of $800,000,000 annually, and

since the indirect cost to the country is nearly as

much more each year on account of the prisons,

almshouses, and governmental machinery made

necessary by the evil results of intemperance, the

temperance question becomes not simply a moral

question for the Sunday-school, the pulpit, and the

reform-meeting, but a question of political econom-

ics, that is reducible at last to one of simple taxa-

tion. And this feature in the political agitation

of the temperance reform is likely to come more

and more to the front, and to offer to many per-

block in the way of some Liberals who otherwise

might join the movement.

In our own view, intemperance is an evil so dire

and vast that all arms of the reform service are

needed in the war against it,-moral suasion,legis-

lation, Holly-Tree Inns, temperance-instruction in

the schools and at home, Law-and-Order Leagues

for better enforcement of the laws, etc. Every

volunteer should be welcomedwho can anywhere

and in any waydeal an earnest blow against the

monster iniquity. With regard to legislation,

which presents the issue on which the political

has been much damaged by a badly chosen and

really misappropriate nomenclature on both sides.

There has never been a prohibitory liquor law

which did not in terms admit a number of excер-

tions wherein the sale of liquor was allowed. Nor

has there ever been a liquor license law which did

not admit the principle of certain restrictions in

the sale of liquor. Yet the word "prohibition"

has been a bugbear to many good people who are

sensitively jealous for individual liberty, and the

word"license" has been equally offensive to many

good people on the other side whose consciences

rebel against the very suggestion of guaranteeing

has thesame right toguard itself against the dele-

terious traffic in such liquors as ithas in respect to

the storing and selling of apoisonous drug or gun-

powder ordynamite; nay,abetter right, since the

annual damage to life and property from the unre-

stricted sale of alcoholic liquors is greater. It is

no more interference with individual liberty to

prevent by law a free sale of whiskey than to pre-

vent by law a free sale of fire-crackers; no more

despotic for the law to say who may and who shall

not sell intoxicating liquors and under what re-

strictions individuals must buy such liquors, if

they buy them at all, than it is for the law sharply

todefine the conditions under which commerce in

any explosive compoundmay be carried on.

Yet, though the temperance reform maybe le-

gitimately and greatly aided by such stringent

legislation in its behalf (and to this extent the

temperance question has a rightful place in pol-

itics), it were folly not to remember that at the

source of this gigantic evil of intemperance is an

imperious appetite unfortunately possessed by a

great multitude of people. There is no such gen-

eral appetite demanding corrosive sublimate or

nitro-glycerine; and hence there is no such re-

sistance to the making of laws for stringently re-

stricting their sale and no such attempts at evad-

ing the laws when made as any kind of stringent

temperance legislation will have to meet. And,

hence, legislation alone, however legitimate and

necessary, will not solve the temperance problem .

No method will solve it which does not in some

way reach and annul this appetite. This is the

office of moral education in temperance work. It

is an office which has manifold forms; but they

are alike in this,-that they aim at engrafting upon

character the power of self-control and at culti-

vating a pure appetite in the place of an evil one.

Behind the ramparts of the law which political vic-

torymay win and place on the statute-book, there

is need sedulously to continue the drilland disci-

pline of this moral battle for temperance, or else

the political victory may fail to reap the conse-

quenceof its own success.
Wм. Ј. РOTTER.

D'ALVIELLA'S DEFENCE OF HERBERT

SPENCER.

It is some consolation for the victory of the Bel-

gian Romanists to find that their brilliant oppo-

nent, Count Goblet d'Alviella, will be enabled by

his release from labor inthe legislature to deliver

a course of lectures in the university of Brussels

on the History of Religions, as well as to write

more frequently for the press. The July number

of the Revue de Belgique contains a luminous ac-

count of the reaction against Protestantism, which

has just beendescribed in M. Philippson's history,

La Contre-Revolution Religieuse au XVI. Siècle .

The Count has also recently contributed to the

securityby law to an admitted evil. Thus, these| Revue de l'Histoire des Religions, a Parisian maga-

two extreme words, which, after all, do not accu-

rately represent the principles they are used for,

have tended to keep people apart in hostile camps

who might otherwise have been brought together

in a common cause. Aregulative law with regard

to the sale of liquor is what both parties are

aiming at, and the difference between them is with

regard to the method and stringency of the regu-

lation. Suppose that the Prohibitory party had

called their law a stringent regulative law: much

opposition would have been disarmed by the very

change of name, while the chances, we believe,

wouldhavebeen greatly increased for securing an

effective law which could have been enforced.

And the rational ground for a stringent regu

lative law concerning the manufacture and the

sale of alcoholic liquors is not far to seek. Society

zine carried on by Renan and the Révilles, a de-

fence of Spencer against Harrison, in which the

religious sanctity of the Unknowable is vindi-

cated with a warmth equal to that of Mr. Chad-

wick's recent articles in The Index. After arguing

that the conditions essential for the object of relig-

ious worship may be found in the Unknowable as

easily as in the Eternal, the Highest, and other

equivalents of the Divine, D'Alviella says : "The

last word of evolutionism agrees with the defi-

nitions of those most refined forms of theology

which have risen above the vulgar symbolism, and

have always recognized not only God's reality, but

also his incomprehensibility. It may be added

that,before this conception became the scientific

faith of Spencer, Huxley, and Haeckel, it proved

sufficient for men of the most lofty spirit and most
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religious imagination, like Giordano Bruno, Spi-

noza, Kant, Goethe, Shelley,Wordsworth, Carlyle,

Emerson, andRenan. It is capable of leading not

only to religion, but even to mysticism." "In the

exalted expressions of Keshub Chunder Sen there

is not awordwhich contradicts the religious ideas

of Herbert Spencer." "Mr. Harrison says that

the Unknowable can never havetemples, or rites,

or priests." "His assertion is disproved already

by the facts. Not only are Protestant theologians

laboring to bring the doctrine of evolution into

harmony with the Christian faith, but above all

wouldwe speak of those independent and Unita-

rian churches, both in England and America,

which have henceforth no theology but the doc-

trines of Herbert Spencer, and have no hesitation

to say so openly. Let Mr. Harrison take the

trouble to visit them, and he will find that those

who have given up all the old creeds have been

able to make the Unknowable serve as a founda-

tionfor worship."

Itmaybe urged that religion is already assum-

ing in these societies, as it did in the great men

mentioned, more of a moral character than of a

ceremonial. The more exalted the conception

whichwe form of God, the harder it is for us to

understand how our worship can really give him

pleasure or do him honor. No good and wise

man couldwish to be addressed and discussed in

anyway like that in use throughout the churches.

Abeing infinitely better and wiser than man could

scarcely find our worship anything but repulsive.

If Spencer's views fail to give an adequate basis

for devotion, this may be fully explained by the

mere fact of their elevation and their truth. The

religion of the future is going to express itself in

love to man rather than in praise and prayer to

God. The only religious organizations of whose

permanentvalue I feel certain are the ethical so-

cieties and other philanthropic associations. The

social nature of men is so strong that we shall

always be glad to work together for our highest

good. And what really is our highest good has

as yet been so imperfectly known that evolution-

ism has a greatwork to do in teaching those moral

ideas which must form the basis of all religion

worth keeping up. Valuable as the discoveries of

the Utilitarians have been, there is still a general

unwillingness to accept happiness in any form,

even the greatest happiness of the greatest number,

as our highest end and aim. Nothing would be

more useful than to have the moral standard made

plainer and more inspiring; and this can bestbe

done by showing, as Mr. Fiske did recently at

Concord, how plainly the history of human evolu-

tion brings out the loftiest ideas of justice, purity,
and love. Whether the idea of the Unknowable

is of much moral value in itself is sharply ques-

tioned by Mr. Harrison. Count d'Alviella, too,

remarks that, "In reducing religion to a sort of

mystical contemplation, Mr. Spencer leaves out

those moral sentiments and practical applications

which constitute, as Mr.Harrison justly observes,

the chief and true sphere of religious activity."

Mr. Spencer himself says, at the close of his own

rejoinder,called "Retrogressive Religion" : "Lastly,
let me point out that I am not concerned to show

what effect religious sentiment, as hereafter thus

modified, will have as amoral agent; though Mr.

Harrison, by ridiculing the supposition that itwill

make good men, seems to imply that I have argued

or am bound to argue that it willdo this. If he

willrefer to the Data of Ethics and other books of
mine, he will find that modification of human nat-

ure, past and future, I ascribe in the main to the

continuous operation of surrounding social con-

ditions and entailed habits of life, though past

forms of the religious consciousness have exer-

cised, and future forms will, I believe, exercise

co-operative influences."

This amounts, I think, to an admission that Mr.

Spencer's critics are right incomplaining that his

presentation of the Unknowable is too barren of

moral significance to possess much religious value.

He himself, or some of his adherents, may yet

supply the deficiency. Whether this work can be

done is, however, of little importance in compari-

son with the brilliant success already achieved by

evolutionism in establishing morality on a scien-

tific foundation, independent of all theology, even

the Spencerian.

F. M. HOLLAND.

" MORE, " BUT NOT BETTER.

Christianity, says Rev. Rufus Ellis, in the Chris-

ianRegister of August 21, is more than Theism.

This is true, just as it is true that Roman Catholic

Christianity is more than Protestant Christianity,

and orthodox Protestantism more than Unitarian-

ism.. But the "more," in all these cases, is gained

by accretion of assumptions, none of which can be

proved, though some of them can be disproved.

Theism assumes the existence of God.

Christianity assumes the existence of God, plus

the doctrine that Jesus of Nazareth was the Christ

of Old Testament prophecy, and thus the Lord and

Master of mankind in things moral and spiritual.

(This is the position of that portion of the Unita-

rian body to which Dr. Ellis belongs, and which,

in virtue of this belief, is appropriately called

Christian.)

Orthodox Christianity assumes all the doctrines

above mentioned, plus the fall of Adam, the total

depravity of his posterity, the doom of damna-

tion impending over all of them who have ever

sinned, the need of intercession to appease the

wrath of God, and a release from the consequences

of that wrath provided, through the crucifixion of

Jesus, for those who accept his intercession and

worship him.

Roman Catholic Christianity assumes all the

doctrines above mentioned, plus the delegated spir-

itual rulership of the Church (meaning the clergy),

the merciful arrangement of purgatory for mill-

ionswho would otherwise be doomed to hell, and

the opportunity of obtaining powerful intercessory

influences by worshipping the Virgin Mary and

the saints as well as Jesus.

Of those who read the above, a large proportion

will be disposed to say, Then, by your own admis.

sion, Theism is founded on assumption as much as

the more elaborate religious systems with which it

stands in competition !
It is so. Let us not fear to confess the truth.

My rejoinder is that the single assumption made

by Theism is rational and probable, the necessary

antithesis to the absurd assumption that we and

our environment are products of chance and not

of intelligent purpose. Moreover, if we cannot

prove the existence of God, at any rateno one can

disprove it; while the very corner-stone of the

other systems above named can be shown tobe

untrustworthy, because unreal. I refer to the doc-

trine that Jesus of Nazareth was "the Christ";

that is to say, that in him the Messianic prophe-

cies of Hebrew Scripture were fulfilled.

It seems plain, from the testimony of the first

three Gospels, that Jesus did, in the latter portion

of his career, claim the title of Christ or Messiah.

How he felt justified in doing so, even under

strong solicitation from his disciples and others,

knowing as he didwhat Isaiah and Jeremiahhad

represented as the main function of the Messiah,

is rather mysterious. I see no explanation of it

but in another fact vouched for by the same evan-

gelists; namely, that Jesus really expected, after

his own death, but within the lifetime of some

who heard him speak, to come again in the clouds

of heaven, with power andgreat glory, thenceforth

to rule, not only over the Jews, but over all na-

tions. Paul, whose Epistles were the earliest writ-

ten of the documents ultimatelybrought together

to form the New Testament, confidently expected

this second coming all through his life, and was

constantly warning the churches to which he wrote

towatch for it, to be vigilant inpreparation for it .

We now see, as the Christians of the second cen-

tury ought to have seen, that this expectation was

delusive; that the hoped-for second coming never

appeared; that theJews have never been delivered

from Gentile oppression, still less brought back in

triumph to the land of Palestine, there to be ruled

in peace and righteousness by a Prince of the

house of David. Since, then, Jesus fulfilled the

function of conquering deliverer and triumphant

ruler no more after his crucifixion than before it,

no ground remains for ranking him either as

Christ or Lord. Let it suffice that he was the

greatest of religious teachers, and that Theism,

after the research of eighteen centuries and the

opportunity of comparison of him with all other

religious teachers,can ascribe to its God no higher

attributes than some of those which Jesus ascribed

to him in the ears of an unappreciative genera-

tion.

JUDAISM.

II.

C. K. W.

The dispersion of the Jews occurred something

more than a half century after the commencement

ofthe commotions incidental upondawning intelli-

gence; and no attempt appears tohave been made

tocondense any account of the events until about

the same period, when Christianity assuming such

evidences of being a new civilization chroniclers

attempted to reduce the occurrences to a record.

They all unite in tracing the movement to aman

named Jesus, surnamed The Christ,-hence the

name Christianity.

It is not strange that there is no tangible con-

temporaneous history of the scenes and incidents

attending the outbreak of Christianity, because

historians were very rare at that time; and nothing

languishes more than literature during the com-

motions incident upon warfare,particularly a war

of invasion, which was the situation of Palestine

until the final catastrophe to the Jews. None of

these writers give Jesus Christ any characteristics

but those which pertain to humanity; and for more

than three hundred years Christianity progressed

until it became a power to antagonize PaganRome,

to the extent that the emperorwas convinced that

secular power alone was not sufficient to contend

successfully with the tide of intelligence, which

would be fatal to Pagan rule, if not overcome.

Wherefore, he invented a superstition which he

hoped would entice all the Christians and even the

Jews.

This superstition was organized by merging

Jehovah, the God of the Jews, with the memory of

Jesus Christ, whowas declared to have beenGod,

with other attributes creating a co-partnership

Godhead. The plan did not work ; for the Jews
were outraged that their Jehovah should have his

attributes as the oneandonly Supreme Ruler ques-

tioned by introducing other persons into theGod

head, especially Jesus Christ, whom they looked

upon as the worst of the many impostors whohad

deceived their hopes ; and the Christians would

not tolerate the idea that Jesus, whom they

honored and venerated,had anybut human attri-

butes. To meet this emergency, a ritual was

prepared, which every one must indorse or be de-



124 THE INDEX SEPTEMBER 11 1884

1

stroyed. This ritual was the declaration of a

belief of the verythings in regard to Jesus Christ

which the Jews as well as the Christians abhorred,

and they were both given over to destruction as

heretics; but, as usual, the Jewshad an extra prej

udice thrown upon thembythis superstition, which

was the Church, for they were accused of having

crucified God in the person of Jesus Christ, who

is said to have met his fate upon the cross, the

thenmode of capital punishment, resorted to by

the authorities almost daily. The Jews had no

authority, and it is preposterous to suppose that

any government would permit any but those in

authority to use their implement for execution;

but, even if a Jewish rabble lynched Jesus, the

Romans alonecanbe held responsible, as theywere

thepower of the land. But this cruel superstition,

the Church hesitated at no fallacy, however pre-

posterous, if it could arouse hate and vengeance

against the Jews. Wherefore, to this day, many

believe that the Jews were the original "Christ-

killers," and hate the race and even individual

Jews, their neighbors and fellow citizens, which

was the intention of the Church.

This " Christ-killing " accusation has sealed the

fate of manyJews, againstwhom noblame could

rest before the magistrate; but this outcry would

paralyze authority, and an angry mob was left to

dovengeanceupon an unoffending man,often ex-

tending to broad-spread massacre. If pestilence

fell upon a community, it would be laid to the

"dirty Christ-killers," in ignorance that Jews are

cleanlyby and through the force of areligious or-

dinance evidently established in the knowledge

that diseases of the skin are induced by negli-

gence, and Rachel must stand at the marriage

altar free from a cutaneous blemish and Isaac

must show a cuticle untarnished by so much as a

pimple to enable him to enter into marriage.

Then, again, we sometimes hear the expression

"drunken Jew"; but I have looked around for

more than forty years to find a Jew who was an

inebriate, that dreadful thing known asanhabit-

ual drunkard, but have never seen one, although

most of the time in large cities where Jews are

sure to be found, because they thrive upon com-

merce.

The claim that Jews are distinctly temperate as

a race will surprise some persons. Wherefore, I

will narrate the incident which caused the writer

to make the subject an actual investigation.

Alittlemore than forty-four years ago, when in

the city of London, I was in the court room of the

citymagistrate, who held his court in the Mansion

House where the mayor of London resides ; and

Sir Francis Hobhouse said: " I discharge these

three young Jews upon general principles. They

are accused of having been drunk and disorderly ;

and I have sat upon this bench for twenty years,

and in that time have not had more than three

indisputable cases of drunken Jews." Said he,

"Jews may drink, but they do not get drunk."

My experience of forty-fouryears justifies what I

thought a remarkable judicial action at the time,

but Inow think that it was influenced bywisdom

and justice. I will remark that these youngmen

were not Rothschilds nor Montefiores releasedby

influence, but they were from Petticoat Lane,

Shoreditch, the old clothes exchange of London.

If philanthropists, statesmen, and philosophers

couldlearn the secret of this inherent temperance

among the Jews, the vexed question of intemper

ancemight find a solution. That it is not merely

incidental can be discovered by all, if they will

investigate their Jew acquaintances,whom they
will find entirely free from the curse of drunken-

ness; and yet they are convivial, certainly by no

means ascetic.

Isaid that caricature worked to keep up preju-

dice against the Jews. The 5th of November in

England is a great event,upon which occasion a

celebration takes place to commemorate the at-

tempt of Guy Fawkes to blow up the Houses of

Parliament; and, after a sort of 4th of July ca-

rousal, the children carry an effigy, stuffed with

straw and loaded with fireworks, which go off as

the effigy burns, and this image is an unmistak-

able " Judy-Jew-Jew," which is the refrain of the

boys while the effigy consumes. Do not suppose

that the veritable Guy Fawkes was a Jew. He

was a bigoted papist; but, as the ceremonies take

place in charge of the church beadle, it looks

suspicious of an intention to teach the youth of

England that GuyFawkeswas a Jew. Wherefore,

they must learn tohate the Judy-Jew-Jew.

Shakspere intends to convey a truthful moral

in all his writings, which fact convinces me that

in the "Merchant of Venice " he intended to por-

tray through Shylock the cruel wrongs inflicted

upon the Jews, more than to indicate that Shylock

is a type of the Jewish race; but I cannot pardon

his erroneous conception of Jessica, the daughter

of Shylock, whom he makes a betrayer of her

household, which is almost inconceivable as within

the possibility of crime that a Jewish maiden

could be guilty of such an act, and he makes the

matter worse bylaying her conduct to the infatu-

ation of love. Now, while Ido not say that Jew-

esses are deficient in sentiment or sensibility, I do

say they are wonderfully discreet in affairs of the

heart, and love wisely rather than too well; while

the inference, if we take Jessica as a model, is

that they are trifling and giddy-headed.

Dickens in his Fagin, the Jew, receiver of stolen

goods, is so graphic that unthinking readers jump

to the conclusion that these receivers are necessa-

rily Jews; while Iam convinced that theywould

only be found in the same proportion as other

nationalities, in any large city.

I will now ask, What has been the influence

which has supported Judaism through such as-

saults from every possible source which could

deter or interfere with progress, unless fortified

by a civilization of ahigh order, aided by a culti-

vated intelligence, worthily commanding respect-

ful esteem? I remember onlyone instance where

a people have acknowledged that the Jews are

possessed of an intelligence beyond their own

civilization, and this was done unwittingly. In

Germany, ayear or two ago, an outbreak against

the Jews as a race was imminent ; and the inhabi-

tants, in their petition to the crown that aburden-

some license should be laid upon them,based the

demandupon the fact that the Jewswere invading

every branch of industry, even to manufactures

and agriculture, and it was impossible for the

Teutonic race successfully to compete with them.

As every citizen of Germany is supposed to stand

upon an equal footing, it is a rather broad ac-

knowledgment that intelligent Judaism is in

advance of enlightened Teutons.

Retributive justice works compensation to bal-

ance arbitrary persecution. The Jews had inflicted

upon them aproscription which compelled them to

reside ina separate quarter from the rest of the

community, which affordedopportunity to cultivate

the rising generation more effectually in their own

traditions thancouldotherwisehave been possible ;

and thus their distinctive race characteristics were

preserved. Deprivation from ability to learn artis-

tic trades was conceived in aspirit of cruelty ; but

this drove theJews to apply their intelligence to

commerce,and thus becomealmost intuitively de-

veloped for finance and all branches of a commer-

cial career.

This subject has beenconsidered solely from the

point of civilization, without considering the ques-

tion of religion; but, if I understand the matter,

the Jewish belief in regard to that which is gen-

erally understood by the term "religion," and that

enlightenmentofcultivated intelligence inseparable

from civilization, areso interwoven that it maybe

said that their religion isthe basis which influences

their conduct more forcibly than is the case with

any other religion.

Ahigh standardof moralityis inseparable from

cultivated civilization, and a system of ethics is

necessary to formulate and control this morality.

The American system of ethics is the Declaration

of Independence, correlated by the Constitution ;

and, if we influence our actions by those teachings,

our morals and our civilization will attain the

highest possible perfection.

It is generally assumed thatthe ethics ofJudaism

are recorded in the Pentateuch, the first five books

of the Old Testament ; but it seems as if there

must be some other inspiration, if the translation

be truthful, for I should as soon think of basing

asystem of ethics upon Dean Swift's Gulliver, a

work conceived in a spirit of unboundedexaggera-

tion with the intention of lampooning the court

and society, and so coarse in language that it

cannot be read in a mixed company, but full of

moral teaching ofthe highest order.

The Pentateuch is full of assertions which can-

not be made consistent with the intelligence of the

present time, besides abounding in details as coarse

as the worst of Gulliver's; but that is no reason for

discarding all that is sound and consistent with

our present knowledge. And this applies to the

entire Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, from

which asystem of morality can be deduced such

as will be an intelligent guide to the highest

culture of which man is capable ; and we are all

justified to accept every teaching which is good,

from whatever source itmaycome.

It is reasonable to suppose that Judaism is based

upon that which is good in the Pentateuch, or it

could never have supported its follower in a course

ofmorality controlling intelligence to a standard

of civilization which commands the respect of the

world, in defiance of obstructions which would

have overwhelmed any system not based upon

great excellence.

It was assumed that Jews are an interesting

race. I close in the conviction that Judaism is

ahigh order of civilization, as it has been for cen-

turies. J. F. WETMORE.

EDITORIAL NOTES .

BY B. F. U.

THE Rise of Intellectual Liberty, a History by

Frederic M. Holland, is among the announcements

of Holt's latest publications.

THE meetings of the Boston Ethical Society,

under the direction of Mrs. Clara M. Bisbee, will

be resumed in Rev. M. J. Savage's church, Sun-

day, September 28, at three P.M.

THE Free Religious Association will have a so-

cial supper at Fraternity Hall (Parker Memorial)

Wednesday evening, October 1. Mr. W. J. Potter

will preside. Miss Mary F. Eastman will give an

address. Apleasant time is anticipated. Tickets,

at fiftycents each,canbehad at The Index office.

THE American Literary Churchman remarks, "If

every nominee for high office in the State or even

in the Church-is to be required to prove a large

number of universal negatives, and to be held up

topublic odium as a filthy scoundrel if he fails to

perform this impossible feat,high offices will soon

beappropriatedby the offscouring of society."

MR. T. W. CURTIS, who attended the convention

of the New York Free-thinkers' Association, and
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thecongress of theNational LiberalLeaguewhich

were held at Cassadaga,N.Y.,the former Septem-

ber 3-7, the latter September 8-9, has promised

to favor The Index with some account of what

was done at both thesegatherings,which will prob-

ablyappear in the next issue of this paper.

LITTLE Willie was fond of throwing stones at

the passing school-boys, and then taking refuge

behind the hall door. One day, he did not get

away so easily ; and, faringpretty badly, he burst

into his aunt's presence, with the tears running

down his cheeks, and sobbed out in great wrath,

"I just wish I was an angel 'wayup high, where

the policeman couldn't catch me, with mypocket

full of rocks, if Iwouldn't give it to them boys!"

-Harper's Bazar.

MASSES for the dead are now celebrated in the

Church of England, but are called "Celebrations

ofthe Blessed Sacrament on behalf of the Faithful

Departed." The "Guild of All Souls" is an asso-

ciation formed for the purpose of extending this

particular Romish rite in the English Church.

And an English bishop has just declined to in-

terferewith a rector who has celebrated a mass,

although he acknowledges that an "illegal ritual

is used."-Presbyterian.

"ASUBSCRIBER" writes from Cleveland : "I have

always looked to The Index for everything in the

way of reform. Why do you ignore Prohibition

and Mr. St. John?" That temperance is a virtue

all admit ; but whether Prohibition, as commonly

understood, is practicable and wise, and whether

St. John and his party should be supported in the

present Presidential contest, "A Subscriber" will

probablyadmit are open questions. However, by

reference to the first article on the second page

this week, which was in type before the above

inquiry was received, it will be seen that The

Inder does not "ignore Prohibition and Mr. St.

John."

THE editor of the Christian at Work takes advan-

tage of a disposition of many of the admirers of

the public life of Gov. Cleveland to condone an

admitted immorality in his private life to say

the following of three ancient Jewish celebrities :

"Samsonwas not an exemplary man in his pri-

vate life, yet his great services as a judge were

commended by the apostle. David committed a

sin, which,had the scandal-mongers of to-day had

their way, would havedriven him from his throne ;

and Solomon, too, wouldhave been forced to abdi-

cate." Samson and Solomon, considering the ideas

and practice of their times, should be regarded with

much indulgence; butDavid, judged by the record

of his life, fell so far below the morality of his day

andwas guilty of somuch perfidy and crime that

the people should have "driven him from his

throne" and excluded him from decent society.

But let us hope that he was not so bad as repre-

sented in the accounts that have come to us.

A FRIEND writes : "Miserable beyond compare

is the life of the sincere, far-seeing radical. Sur-

roundedby weak-hearted conservatives, the gates
to literary utterance are rarely open to him ;

and, when he speaks, his words fall upon clods

and empty air. If, on the other hand, he turns to

thosewho cannot be justly charged with the cow-

ardice of conservatism, he is met by a crowd of

'cranks,' each one of whom is wearing his special

individual sectarian motley of radical orthodoxy.

But yet, even under such conditions, the true,

liberal radical's pessimistic melancholy is but a
sign of his moralandmental immaturity, moral,

because he is not yet ready to leave allconsidera-

tions of coward prudence behind him; mental,

because he allows the moving mists of present

history to dim his faith inthe historic perspective

of the What-shall-be. Shallow or visionary are

those who deem the golden day now upon them.

But not unhappy is he who, knowing it to be

thousands upon thousands of years away, yet

"Sees, fleet as night o'er snow-cladheight

Flees when the day is breaking,

With future gray another day

Draw near to eyes awaking.

"The eyes that see illusion free

Behold it near and nearer:

Like unknown starlong felt from far,

It groweth dear and dearer,-

"Till red its morn, and onward borne

Withpower beyond all story,

Like feathers frail before the gale

We're swept into its glory!"

MR. GEORGE CHAINEY, who was converted from

Methodism to Unitarianism some years ago, and

afterward from Unitarianism to "Ingersollism,"

announces now that he is a Spiritualist. He was

converted to Spiritualism a few days ago, at the

Spiritualists' camp-meeting held at Cassadaga, N.Y.

Hehad, he states, "been for the last year" in "a con-

stant state of disquietude"; buthe is now as happy
apparently as when he was first converted under

Methodist influences, and as confident that there

is a future state as he was a year ago of exactly

the opposite. But, without further comment, we

quote the following sentences from the account of

his experience which hehas seen fit to give to the

public: "I am absolutely sure that this earth-life

of ours is but the shell of things, the chrysalis of

the ultimate end of organization. I know it. I

ask for no more proof. If it comes, I am willing

to receive it ; but, for knowledge of the fact, I

need it not.... Last Sunday night, I had fully

resolved to leave the ground the next day. But,

as I lay inbed, a sweet presence seemed to impress

me that I must stay until every dark cloud was

cleared from my mind. Long I reasoned against

it. When I at last resolved to be guided, a soft

hand was placed upon my fevered, aching brow,

and lay there caressing it with touch as light as

down and softer than velvet. I could not move

hand or foot. Then through all my being seemed

to course streams of life,-vibrations of ecstatic

joy. The hand then seemed to change into a focus

through which rays of light pierced and illumi-

nated my brain, clearing it of all the haunting

shadows of doubt and despair. Since then, my

mind has been floodedwith awondrous sense of

luminosity, and myheart brimming over with joy.

The sky seems to attract me. I feel as though I

hadwings; I am allheaved up,-in other words, I
am in heaven."

THERE is no reason to doubt that the great mass

of Spiritualists are honest and worthy people, and

among their representatives are certainly men and

women of ability, character, and worth. But

there is a vast amount of twaddle uttered in the

name of Spiritualism; and the amount of fraud

practised under its cover is discouraging to many

Spiritualists and non-Spiritualists, who wish to see

the subject fairly treated, and judged on its merits.

One difficulty is indistinguishing, under the ordi-

nary conditions of investigation insisted upon by

mediums, between "genuine" and "spurious" mani-

festations. We extract the following from a letter

in the Springfield Sunday Republican in regard to

Lake Pleasant matters :-

Col. Bundy, Dr. Beals, and other leaders of the

body, say they are working for the elevation of the

standard of the organization; and what perhaps may

be a long step in the right direction has been taken

this week in holding the first annual convention of

the American Spiritualists' association, an organiza-

tion that aims at the union of the better elements of

the order in one fairly cohesive body. This is the

inently to the attention of the great bodyof Ameri-

first timethat the associationhas been brought prom-|

can Spiritualists. Still, sensible people will be rather

slow to take much stock either in the honesty or

sense of those who, while claiming to be working for

the extermination of all frauds and humbugs among

mediums, continue to support J. Frank Baxter in his

pretended and often exposed communications, and

placehim on the platform as a leading light of the

sect. Cephas B. Lynn's address Sunday was rather

remarkable for the boldness with which he spoke out

against the frauds and mercenarily inclined among

mediums; and that his words struck home is shown

by the commotion that has been raised in the camp

bythem. "Angel ministry," said he,"cannot, inmy

humble opinion, be reduced to a cut-and-dried pro-

gramme.... The theory of spirit communion has

been largely overdone. It has been cheapened. Me-

diumship, in some places, has been put upon the

plane of a county fair or a Saratoga race course."

And therewas "loud applause" whenhe repeatedhis

statement, made five years ago, that,"with the aver-

age Spiritualist, inspiration is dirt-cheap, and angels

åreas common as tramps."

"Col. Bundy, Dr. Beals, and other leaders of the

body," deserve credit for their successful efforts at

LakePleasant, even though their judgment regard-

ing mediums is sometimes at fault, and they are

prevented by circumstances accomplishing all they

desire.

DR. T. L. BROWN, the President of the New

York Free-thinkers' Association, opened his ad.

dress, which was published in advance of the

annual meeting, held at Cassadaga last week, as

follows:-

The science of human existence began with our

knowledge of a cell. The religion of superstition

beganwith our want of knowledge of a sell. One is

spelled cell, the other sell. By the former, we find all

vegetable and animal life sustained. By the latter,

all the fictions and follies of religion are especially

maintained. All physical and mentalwell-beingde-

pends upon the scientific cell.

In these statements there is more slang than truth.

"The science of human existence" did not begin

"with our knowledge of a cell." "The religion of

superstition " did not begin "with our want of

knowledge of a sell." It is not true that "we find

all vegetable and animal life sustained" by a cell.

It is not true that, by a"sell," "all the fictions and

follies of religion are especially maintained." "All

physical and mental well-being depends upon the

scientific cell" no more than "the scientific cell"

depends upon physical and mental well-being,

both being dependent upon acommon basis and a

more ultimate existence. The only true sentence

in this paragraph of Dr. Brown's opening ad-

dress is the following : "One is spelled cell, the

other sell." If Dr. Brown would but study the

history of science and of intellectual development,

hewould learn that science began with the earli-

est observations and classifications of knowledge

(which did not include "our knowledge of a cell") ;

that superstition began in man's ignorance and

efforts to understand and explain phenomena

which were above his comprehension; and that,

while much deception and fraud have been prac-

tised in the name of religion, it was not originated

by them, having had, with all its "fictions and
follies," anatural evolution, inwhich "sells," as in

the development of all systems of thought or ac-

tivity, have been only incidental in their nature.

The philosophy (?) of religion, exhibited in the

above extract, belongs to the past,being no longer

infavor among the representatives of any modern

school of thought. Dr. Brown's theory is on a par

with that which explained language by saying

that certain men came together and agreed in

convention that certain words should stand for

certain objects and ideas. The President of the

New York Free-thinkers' Association ought to

acquaint himself with modern thought, and keep

abreast of the age.
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MORMONISM IN A NEW LIGHT.

BY T. W. CURTIS.

I.

Statement of Question.

On a former occasion, I asserted the threefold

aspect of the Mormon problem,-the religious, so-

cial, and political, which seemed tohave been, as

a rule, lost sight of or but faintly apprehended.

The political aspect has been freely discussed in

The Index, which gave for the first time, I believe,

in the history of this controversy, an opportunity

for the expression of views so diverse and antag-

onistic. It is my purpose now to invite attention

to the religious side of the question, by making

the theme of a series of short articles the charac-

ter and following of the Mormon faith. This is

not a personal narrative. It maybe that a pas-

sage from my life may find a fitting place in the

series, but my object is not to make the public

the confidant of my woes nor the avenger of my

wrongs. The only confession or complaint I have

now to make is that I find myself at odds, almost

equally so, with Mormon and Gentile (and, I may

add, with all previous writers on this subject).

Though born and bred in the Mormon Church, its

doctrines stand no longer identified in my mind

with the truth. I am an apostate. I have either

lost my reason or found it. And though I have

now mingled with the world, and cherish deep in

my inmost soul a love of free institutions, and

look to the spirit that created them as my guide

and tutor in all things, I am far from being en rap-

port with the public on this Mormon question.

How much my thought is influenced by early as-

sociations I do not pretend to say; but that influ-

ence was not all of one kind, and soon met its

rival. I have looked at Mormonism from the in-

side and from the outside, in the attitude of belief

and of unbelief. But now, to get at the merits of

this question, I know it to be my duty to forget

myself and address the understanding, and not the

prejudices of the reader. I must slight no fact

and dodge no issue.

The fact that my audience is Gentile and not

Mormon must make a difference in the manner of

dealing with the subject. The existing state of

thepublic mind is really a factor in the problem.

Definite conclusions are supposed to have been

arrived at, and the resulting estimate seems to be

a condensation of the world's scorn and hatred,

which can neither be acquiesced in nor ignored;

for that would take away the need of investiga-

tion, the stimulus to inquiry. This opposition to

Mormonism, it is important to observe, is not only

pronounced, settled, and almost universal, but con-

sists of verdicts on matters of fact and belief,

character and creed. This would imply some one

standard of appeal,whereas the opponents of Mor-

monism differ widely in this respect. Mormonism

is a product of our age. In judging it, we judge

ourselves. In this sense, it is a revelation, it is

providential. To misjudge it is not only to de-

ceive ourselves,but to aid its success . Forperse-

cution, which may take a thousand shapes, is a

proof of conscious weakness and demerit, and

makes the persecuted cause appear divine from

very contrast. Truth only can conquer falsehood.

It is therefore proper to ask, What is the tribunal

before which Mormonism is to be tried ; what are

the scales in which it is to be weighed ?

There are two sides to every question but one,-

religion, for which the interrogation point was

never invented: so, at least,history seems to say.

Adogmatic faith assumes the certainty of mathe-

matics without its demonstration, and the author-

ity of intuition without its power. Not profess-

ing to be based on reason, it will have no parley

with it. Not originating with man, it is above

and independent of thehuman. Born of heaven,

it is in no wise beholden to earth. Its author is

God, whom not to know is proof of total deprav-

ity, andwhom to deny is the seal of eternal per-

dition. The rulers of earth have sought alliance

with this king of heaven, in order that their

power may be as plenary and absolute as his.

This is the secret of the hostility of sects and of

religions, and shows why religious heresy has been

treated as treason, blasphemy, and immorality.

Every form of dissent from the prevailing belief,

from the mildest heterodoxy to the boldest infi-

delity, has been confronted with this accusation in

its triple form; and, since rack and fagot have

gone out of use, slander and misrepresentation

have taken their place, construing word and act of

the offender into a confession of dark design and

conscious guilt. And the rehearsal of these facts

concerning religion explains the double origin of

the opposition to Mormonism in Liberalism and

Orthodoxy: the first looking on it as a self-con-

sistent form of the theocratic idea, which it hoped

was rapidly dying out of the world; and the latter

regarding it as a caricature of that idea, under

whose true yoke, as fashioned by itself, it still

expects the world to bow. But, however much the

| Liberal and Orthodox mind may differ in their

| reasonings, they have been practically in accord

in the anathematizing and outlawry of the new

creed and its devotees. The charges are many,

and it is at this day an unsolved problem on which

of them the arraignment of Mormonism is chiefly

based. Though parties differ as to emphasis, there

appears to be a tacit agreement that there is to be

no falling out on that account, as the deep-rooted

conviction of nearly all is that Mormonism is

heathenism, or but one remove from it. To demur

to this charge is to throw suspicion on one's own

mental or moral soundness. And I think it safe

to say (and, if true, what a significance there is in

the fact!) that on no question exciting so wide an

interest does there exist at once such an amount

of misintelligence and positive assertion, of itera-

tion of freedom of thought and a general con-

spiracy to keep the avenues of knowledge closed.

Press, pulpit, and people seem to have formed a

solemn league and covenant to continue the as-

sault until Mormonism is hurled down the abyss

whence it sprang. But that verdict which has

been rendered, and meant to anticipate the final

judgment, I will give in other language than my

own.

... to

The Hon. John Cradlebaugh, in a speech before

the United States Senate in 1863, said : "The re-

moteness of Utah from the settled regions of our

country, and the absence of any general inter-

course between the Mormons and the masses of

our people, have served to keep the latter in com-

plete ignorance of the character and designs of

the former. That ignorance, pardonable at first ,

becomes criminal, when the avenues to a full

knowledge are open to us. Mormonism is one of

the monstrosities of the age in which we live. It

seems to have been reserved for the model repub-

lic of the world,where the light of knowledge is

more generally diffused than ever before,

produce an idle, worthless vagabond of an im-

postor, who heralds forth a creed repulsive to every

refined mind, opposed to every generous impulse

of thehuman heart, and a faith which commands

a violation of the rights of hospitality, sanctifies

bloodshed, enforces the systematic degradation of

woman, not only permits, but orders the commis-

sion ofthe vilest lusts in the name of the Almighty

God himself, and teaches that it is a sacred duty

to commit the crimes of theft and murder. It is

surprising that such a faith, taught too in the

coarsest and most vulgar way, should meet with

any success. Yet, in less than a third of a cen-

tury, it girdles the globe. Its missionaries are

planted in every place.... It was reserved for

Mormonism, far off in the bosom of our beloved

land, to rear its head, naked in all its hideous

deformity, and unblushingly, yes, defiantly, pro-

claim a creed without the least redeeming feature,

and of such character that the Thuggism of India

cannot match it."

It is indeed surprising that such areligion, taught

in such a way, should not only meet with success,

but in "less than a third of a century girdle the

globe" with its missionary posts ! This speech was

accepted as an authentic portraiture of Mormon

faith and practice. And why? Because it was

only the echo of beliefs and prejudices already

existing which formed its warp and woof, in which

were some scattered threads of isolated utterances

from Mormon discourses. And this story, with

scarcely any change of emphasis, has the credence

of the public at this day. Want of space only

prevents me quoting a similar passage from the

speech of Senator Cullom in the very last session

of Congress. A Methodist minister, who preaches

to one of the largest congregations in the Eastern

States, said to me,"It is plain the Mormon people

must be either a very ignorant or hypocritical sect

to believe in such doctrines." Aleading light in

the Unitarian denomination said to me, in reply

to the remark that I had a little the best of him,

as he was once a Baptist and I a Mormon, "Why,

I always looked on Mormonism as a fraud from

beginning to end." A Liberal of world-wide

fame said to me : "What man or woman with the

least intelligence can believe in that Book of Mor-

mon ? The Church pretends the Bible does not

uphold polygamy, when it knows it does. We

mayyet have to drive these Mormons out of the

country." In a late number of the Catholic Quar-

terly Review, I read: "Christianity and the Chris-

tian idea of the family are wholly repugnant to

them. Their intellects are warped as completely

by Joe Smith and the Book of Mormon as are

.
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those of the Mohammedanworld bythe Arabian

False Prophet and the Koran." The Christian

Union speaks of it as "adespotism, compared with

which Romanism is an embodied Sermon on the

Mount." The Independent and other papers, re-

ligious, semi-religious, and " irreligious," utter

views as extreme and in language as strong.

"The remoteness of Utah from the settled re-

gions of our country," toquote again the oracle of

the Senate Chamber, Iam afraid is not the only

cause tending to keep "the masses of our people"

"in complete ignorance of the character andde-

signs" of the Mormons. It is misleading, it is

expunging half the record, to say, "It was reserved

forMormonism, far off in the bosom of our beloved

land, to rear its head," etc. I met a gentleman

the other day from Chicago, of social and business

standing. We talked about the prospects of relig-

ion in that wonderful city, and passed from this

topic to Mormonism. "What do your people

think of this question ?" "Oh, I can't say: the

papers discuss it now and then. Of course we are

in favor of putting a stop to polygamy." Was

this gentleman aware that, nearly a generation

back, the centre stake of the Mormon Zion was in

this very State of Illinois, in Nauvoo,"the beauti-

ful city," the largest city then in the State of

Illinois? Was he aware they came hither from

Missouri, whence they were driven en masse by

mobs assisted by the State militia ? Was he aware

that, before this, they had settled in Ohio, where

their first temple was reared, and which stands

evennow ? Was he aware that, during the period

covered by these persecutions, polygamy was no

part of the Mormon creed ? Was he aware that

theMormonprophet was assassinated at Carthage,

Ill., afterhaving surrendered himself to the State

authorities with a pledge from the Governor for

his safety, while not one of the perpetrators of

that deed was ever brought to justice ? And,

finally, was he aware that the Mormons were

expelled from the State, and forced to seek a home

in the wilderness, leaving their city with its mag-

nificent temple a prey to a Vandalism supposed to

have died with the ages of barbarism ?

work onLiberty, speaks of "the language of down-

right persecution that breaks out from the press

of this country [England] whenever it feels called

on to notice this remarkable phenomenon of

Mormonism." What would he have said, had his

eyes fallen on these utterances from the two lead-

ing journals in America? The New York Herald

recently said, "There is a chance that blows at

the church organization, which do not depend

upon a jury for their execution, maytumble down

the whole fabric of Mormonism, if they are dealt

with all the vigor of which the government is

capable." The other extract is from the New York

Tribune, commenting onthe murder of the five Mor-

monelders by twenty masked men at Cane Creek,

Tenn., this last August. After deprecating the

crime in a single sentence, the Tribune adds: "But

it should be a warning to the polygamists of Utah

that the propagandism of their odious doctrines

will not be patiently allowed in any part of this

country. They seem pretty well convinced of this,

as far as the Northern States are concerned ; but,

for two or three years past, they have been trying

to insult the intelligence and morals of the South

by trying to make converts there. Last year their

missionaries got into trouble in North Carolina,

now they have been shot in Tennessee. These are

hints that even thick-skinned sensuality ought to

understand. " The reader's attention surely needs

not to be called to the not very remote connection

between this deed and the doctrine of the Herald,

and the identity in spirit between that doctrine

and the sage reflections of the Tribune; and, still

further, to the bearing of this incident on the dis-

cussion in hand. Two such journals, on opposite

sides in politics, would scarcely indulge in such a

strain, if it did not chord with the dominant feel-

ings or sentiment of the time.

But this incident even has other phases equally

significant. It is not surprising to hear that there

is no clew to the slayers of the elders, and that the

authorities have taken no effective steps in the

matter, the governor even giving to the public

rumors tending to palliate the deed; while all the

facts, as far as known, show it to have been with

out anykind of provocation. It is not surprising

that, since this affair, another Mormon missionary

has been shot at Nashville, Tenn. Any one may

become the intimate of a future yet unborn by

pondering these words which passed between the

Mormon elder and his interrogator, the other day :

"What were you doing, when attacked by these

men ?" "We were preaching the gospel of Jesus

Christ as we understood it." "Do you expect to

continue the work in that locality ?" "Most as-

suredly: others will be sent to take the place of

those that were killed."

But these things are of the past. Yes, though

not quite so old as the capers of Joe Smith's boy-

hood, the story of the Spaulding manuscripts, etc. ,

which seem to be abundantly remembered ; nor

quite so old as the persecutions of the early Chris-

tians, which are still fresh in the memory of the

Church. I say nothing now as to the cause of

these "persecutions," as the saints call them. My

aim is to show that the opposition to Mormonism

dates from its first appearance, and has been bitter

and unrelenting ; and that its first appearance was

not "far off in the bosom of our beloved land"

(more literally, the heart of the great American

Desert), but here in the centre of our NewEng-

land civilization. And it had grown to a sect

before foreign emigration began to swell its num-

bers. The Leeds Times of 1840 says : "The most

recent exhibition of fanaticism is the appearance

of a new sect in many parts of England, called

'Latter Day Saints'"; and it goes on to tell the

manner of its riselin America and what its teach-

ings are. The Millennial Star, a Mormon periodical

just then started in England, said in reply, "We

see nothing of the appearance of fanaticism inthe

doctrines described in the foregoing article, except-

ing that part of it which is not true." This little

passage at arms illustrates the beginning of the

contest between the new sect and Christendom.

TheMormon takes courage from the fact that his

belief is no more fanatical thanwhat is professed

by his Christian neighbor, and that, to bring it know nothing about the formation of the centre of

intocontempt, either ignorant or wilful misrepre- our earth, but may have abelief as to its compo-

sentation is indulged in. John Stuart Mill, in his
sition."

I propose now to try to bring Mormonism to

the test of facts and reason, and, if possible, to

adumbrate its future by ascertaining the propor-

tion or disproportion between its virtues and de-

fects, as compared with the same in other sects and

religions. I shall begin with the story of the

Spaulding Manuscripts and of the Golden Plates.

A CORRESPONDENT of the Boston Transcript

writes thus in regard to the word "agnostic" :

"Undoubtedly, as its root implies, it signifies 'a

religious know-nothing' ; but are not you wrong in

giving it the further definition of onewho 'cannot

believe' ? I may know nothing of a subject, re-

ligious or secular; but I may believe a great deal.

There is no bound to human credulity. We know

nothing of the future world, but our beliefs regard-

ing it are as different as our temperaments. I

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE AGNOSTIC,

Editors of The Index :-

The word "agnostic" is from the Greek adjective

"agnostos," of which the passive meaning is "un-

known" ; the active meaning, "not knowing, " "ig-

norant of." Hence, the literal meaning of agnostic

is one who does not know or does not claim to know.

Perhaps the definition "onewho neither affirms nor

denies anything" (Index, Jan. 11, 1883) is as good as

one so short well can be. But definitions have to be

modified. Everybody both affirms and denies many

things. We might modify the definition thus : an

agnostic is one who neither affirms nor denies the

truth of unprovable statements.

But, as knowledge is progressing, any question of

science, though difficult now, cannot be said to be

unprovable. Unprovable questions belong to that

class of conceptions which are beyond human obser-

vation and experience. The existence of a concep-

tion does not prove its truth, for an idea does not

always represent an objective fact. For instance, our

present existence causes the idea of future existence,

but does not prove its truth. Our definition needs

afurther amendment. An agnostic, then, is one who

neither affirms nor denies the truth of propositions

about anything beyond human observation and expe-

rience.

To illustrate, when an orthodox person wishes to

annihilate a sceptic, he exclaims, "What absurdity,

design without a designer! " But that is just the

point at issue. If anything is designed, of course it

had a designer. That little if again ! A mande-

signs a machine. There is an observation of certain

facts, a molecular motion of the brain in combining

them as antecedent, and the machine follows as con-

sequent. But the man did not invent the matter of

the machine. Just here the agnostic says : There

mayor may not be a designer of this greatmachine,

the universe. I never saw any matter created. Nei-

ther did any of my ancestors. Nor has any of the

human race even seen any matter created or any

world designed. How, then, should I know ? Ihad

rather not dogmatically affirm either way.

But this does not preclude the agnostic from having

an opinion more or less strong. He may either take

the peasants' view in the anecdote given by Prof.

Lange, or the contrary. " Indeed, sir, and there is a

horse inside," cried the peasants at X. , when their

spiritual shepherd had spent some hours in explain-

ing the nature of the locomotive.

If, after balancing the probabilities, it seems to him

more probable that mind generated matter than that

inatter produced mind, or if he wonders with Prof.

Tyndall whether there is not some infinite Mind

capable of understanding the universe, or if the

universe is not great enough for him, if he wants

something greater than this world and humanity to

loveand worship and lean on, then the agnostic will

say, I think it was designed, but I do not know that

itwas.

On the other hand, he might say this . Only carry

the design argument back far enough, and you come

to something that was not designed, or else your

series is infinite. Why not stop with matter and say

(also with Prof. Tyndall) that it carries within itself

the form and potency of all life. Many other consid-

erations, too abstruse to be popular, induce him to

say, gravely and soberly and without intending disre-

spect to anybody : I see what appears to me to be

a self-working machine. I do not think there is any

horse inside of it. I do not affirm that there is not,

but it does not seem to me that there is .

It may not be out of place here to note the true

province of science. Science proper is the observing,

knowing, and recording of the operations of Nature.

The scientific methods of studying phenomena do

not apply to finding out the origin of matter. By

observing nature, science may show and in agreat

measure does show that matter does possess the form

andpotency of all life, and how that life has been de-

veloped; but why it possesses that form and power

cannot be shown by the experimental methods of

science, because it is with existence and not origin

that science has to do. But just here where the or-

thodox says, I know, the scientific agnostic says, I do

notknow.

As it is with respect to origin, so it is in regard to

supernatural interference with the order of nature.
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Or, rather, we might say that, while science may not

absolutely prove that there cannot be such interfer-

ence, it proves that there is not. Science, which is

the result of a long-continued observance of natural

facts, does not furnish the least evidence that there

has everbeen any interference or break in the course

of events. All proceeds by unvarying natural law.

But it may be asked, Whence the law ? The agnostic

replies that, as the groundwork of existence must be

eternal, these laws are part and parcel of that ground-

work, and, further, that instead of being separate

entities are the different modes in which nature acts .

What the agnostic knows is nature and its actions .

If there is anything which is not nature, it is un-

known to him.

These theoretical ideas of course influence practi-

cal life. Perhaps the first result of agnosticism is

that mere belief, disbelief, or neutrality in respect to

unproved ideas, is in no sense a crime or disgrace.

Dubitatio non crimen est. It is conduct and motive

that shouldbe judged.

Those who lead a moral lifedo so mainly through

one of two motives. They either obey supposed su-

pernatural commands or they strive to do right be-

cause the principles of right conduct can be and are

discovered in the nature of things and the needs of

life. The latter is the agnostic. Also, all rational-

ists get their authority for morals from the same

source. So far from knowing nothing, he believes in

knowing everything that can be known. He bases

his conduct on what he does know. Still less does

he attempt to regulate the conduct of others by what

canonly be matter of opinion.

The agnostic lives in this world here and now, and

aims to live by what is known. He may not believe

in a future life, but he does not dogmatically say that

there is not and cannot be one. If he believes in it

at all, he probably hopes that there is some law in

nature by which consciousness and matter are car-

ried over together. But, doing as well as he can in

this life, he has no fears for the next, ifsuch there be.

From individual right conduct or ethics, we come

to combined or political conduct in the formation of

the State. As the function of the State is in a meas-

ure to control its members, if we want freedom and

not tyranny, great care should be taken in regard to

the basis of authority. In past times, and even to

this day in this country, the basis of authority was

and is thought to be the doctrines of the Church.

We are told that this is a Christian country, and

there is a society whose object is to introduce church

dogmas into the Constitution.

Here, the principles of the agnostic and of all lib-

eral thinkers give rise to secularism or the complete

separation of Church and State.

The fact that many of the people are Christians in

belief does not make this a Christian country in the

sense of giving Christians the right to enforce their

opinions by legal enactment. The individual has

aperfect right to regulate his conduct by supposed

supernatural commands, so long as he does not inter-

fere with the rights of others thereby. But, whenever

and however church doctrines which are believed in

by only a part of the people are forcibly made the

rule of conduct for the whole people, to that extent

does tyranny reign.

The supposition that the majority believes them,

and that the majority has the right to go behind

human experience, thereby claiming a source of

authority which is unproved, is to remove the basis

oflawfrom the world of known factto that of un-

certainty. In such cases, the real authority is arbi-

traryhuman will. Arepublic with a majority ruling

bychurch dogmas would be one onlyin name. By

experience as referred to above, we mean the objec-

tive facts of life, and not subjective feelings which

may ormay not be founded in reality.

In the United States, we have chiefly to guard

against the revival of partially obsolete laws, and

against those political reversionists whose tendency

is to retrograde toward an inferior type of statesman-

ship by putting church dogmas into the Constitution.

There has lately been a case in point. In Pennsyl-

vania, the testimony of a witness was admitted in

court. But, because the witness admitted that he

"did not believe in God as commonly understood by

the people," Judge Briggs ordered a new trial. The

attempted revival of the Sunday laws is another case

of reversion to the old Puritan type.

In England, the secularists, led by Mr.G. J. Hol-

yoake and others, have plenty of practical work.

They see that the condition of the people is far from

perfect, and that the nobility with their vast landed

estates, combining with the powers of Church and

State, have grown up a powerful trio together. They

believe in the complete separation of Church and

State, and in applying the facts of the here and now

togovernment as to private life. They are not wild

anarchists, but believe that no government is too

sacred to remain unmodified, until it fulfils the end

for which it was made,-the welfare of the great mass

of the people. The State idea of the agnostic may

be thus expressed :-

"By the human mind alone

States are made; and States decay

When, the transient shell outgrown,

Freedom marches on her way."

An able liberal writer in defence of modern thought,

in Popular Science Monthly for April, 1884, objects to

the term"agnostic," as ageneral name for Liberals .

The main objection is that the word defines our be-

lief in terms of negation instead of affirmation. The

criticism is good; but still, as it is well-nigh impossi-

ble to find any name which will accurately describe

both the positive and negative belief of all Liberals,

it answers very well to denote a certain mode of

thought. The term was first used to denote the atti-

tude of certain thinkers toward some questions

which are beyond experience,-questions which the

mind can raise, but cannot positively prove either

way. Prof. Huxley himself says(as quoted in Index

of Dec. 20, 1883) : " Some twenty years ago or there-

abouts, I invented the word 'agnostic' to denotepeo-

ple who, like myself, confess themselves to be hope-

lessly ignorant concerning a variety of matters about

which metaphysicians and theologians, both ortho-

dox and heterodox, dogmatize with the utmost confi-

dence. Agnosticism simply means that a man shall

not say he knows or believes that which he has no

grounds for professing to know or believe. Agnosti-

cism simply says that we know nothing of what may

be beyond phenomena."

It is plain that the term "agnostic" refers to positive

belief and practical conduct by implication. It leads

to the separation of Church and State on the plain

principle that no person has the right to regulate

another's conduct on "grounds" which lie "beyond

phenomena" or human experience.

JOSEPH EYLES PECK.

ANOTHER WORD FROM OLIVER JOHNSON .

MR. B. F. UNDERWOOD:

My dear Sir,-Permit me to thank you for publish-

ing what Mr. Garrison wrote on the fly-leaf of a Bible

which he presented to his son, William Lloyd Garri-

son, Jr., in 1875. If the inscription had been known

to me, I should have been swift to quote it in my

sketch of his life, and also in reply to the charge of

the Christian Union,-namely, that the Garrisonians

"abandoned the Bible" on account of its teachings

in respect to slavery, and "set themselves at work to

abolish Christianity with one hand and slavery with

the other. " Of all the quotations Ihave made from

Mr. Garrison, not one would have served my purpose

better than this. It embodies the identical view of

the Bible in which all my quotations originated, and

which he held from about 1841 to the day of his

death, as I am able to testify from personal knowl-

edge. Indeed, as early as 1836 he ceased to regard

or to speak of the Bible as "the word of God," but he

didnot therefore "abandon" it. On the contrary, he

clung to it, if possible, more tenaciously than before,

his"reason and conscience" pronouncing it "deserv-

ing of the highest consideration for its incomparable

truths, solemn warnings, and precious promises ."

Or, as he said in 1863, "I have never refrained from

making useof it as amighty weapon to battle down

slavery."

You speak of my citations as made from Mr. Garri-

son's "early writings," meaning, as I understand

you, that they were written before his departure

from Orthodoxy. This seems to imply a purpose on

my part to conceal his change of views, than which

nothing could be more unjust. Every one of my

quotations represented the period subsequent to his

open rejection of the doctrine that the Bible is "the

word of God." Moreover, I took the latest expres-

sions that I could find at the moment, intending to

represent his latest view of the subject. There is a

perfect harmony, moreover, between those quota-

tionsand the one that you present from the fly-leaf

of his son's Bible; and, from my knowledge of his

sentiments from 1841 to the day of his death, I am

prepared to say that his views of the Bible at the

formerdate were exactly the same as at the later.

Mr. La Roy Sunderland thinks Mr. Garrison had

no faith in the Bible as a "supernal" or "supernat-

ural" revelation. Who says he had? Certainly, I

havemade no such affirmation. Again, Mr. Sunder-

land says, Mr. Garrison "was not at the close of his

life a Christian." According to orthodox creeds,he

certainly was not; but, according to a better and

truer definition, he was one of the grandest Chris-

tians that ever lived. So that he was able to say, with

profound sincerity, in 1851, years after he had dis-

carded the doctrine of the infallible inspiration of

the Bible: "I am a Christian: whydo you represent

me as an infidel ? I am a lover of Christian institu-

tions : why do you accuse me of seeking their over-

throw?" I was far more intimate with him than

Mr. Sunderland was, and I know that he regarded

himself as a disciple and follower of Jesus in the

later years of his life. A more profoundly relig.

ious man, a firmer believer in God and a future

life, Ihave never known. Mr. Sunderland's intima-

tion that my quotations from Garrison are only such

asmight be made from Horace Seaver, Elizur Wright,

and other avowed infidels, and that they were made

"to serve a purpose," is an imputation that surprises

me. It ismostuncandid and unjust.

It is very true that Wendell Phillips, in his address

at Mr. Garrison's funeral, said nothing as to any

faith he (Mr. Garrison) had in "mysticism." But he

said this, which is far better:-

"Believing at the outset that America could not be

as corrupt as she seemed, he waits at the door of the

churches, importunes leading clergymen, begs for a

voice from the sanctuary, aconsecrated protest from

the pulpit. To his utter amazement, he learns, by

thus probing it, that the Church will give him no

help, but, on the contrary, surges into the movement

in opposition. Serene, though astounded by the un-

expected revelation, he simply turns his footsteps,

and announces that 'a Christianity which keeps peace

with the oppressor is no Christianity,' and goes on

his way to supplant the religious element which the

Church had allied with sin by a deeper religious

faith. Yes, he sets himself to work, this stripling

withhis sling confronting the giant incomplete steel,

this solitary evangelist, to make Christians of twenty

millions of people."

These words of Phillips are a correct representation

of Garrison's attitude and spirit from first to last.

He never ceased to regard the anti-slavery movement

as in the truest sense of the words a religious and

Christian enterprise. He never saw a day when he

did not regard the epithet "infidel," which a pro-

slavery church hurled at his head, as opprobrious

and false.

OLIVER JOHNSON.

NEW YORK, Aug. 31, 1884.

[We had no intention, in the editorial paragraph

above referred to, of charging Mr. Johnson with con-

scious unfairness, even by implication. He is doubt-

less correct in claiming that Mr. Garrison did not

"abandon" the Bible. What he abandoned was the

belief in which he was educated that the Bible is a

special revelation from God, attested by miracles, to

be accepted as authoritative because of its origin.

This belief, and not the Bible itself, is what Hume,

Volney, and Paine abandoned, what Strauss and

Renan abandoned,what Kneeland, Frances Wright,

Judge Herrtell, Judge Hurlburt, George Jacob Holy-

oake, Theodore Parker, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Eliz-

abeth Cady Stanton, Marius Robinson, Ernestine L.

Rose, Henry C. Wright, Parker Pillsbury, Elizur

Wright, Frederick Douglass, and C. K. Whipple

abandoned. If respect for the character of Jesus as a

human teacher and reformer, and ahigh estimate of

the moral worth of portions of the Bible considered

as a collection of ancient writings, human in their

origin and nature, and therefore marked by many

errors, make one a Christian, then Mr. Garrisonwas

undoubtedly a Christian, as was also Thomas Paine,

whomade use of the Bible as a "mighty weapon" in

attacking hereditary monarchy and urgingAmerican

independence, expressed admiration for the character

of Jesus and the moralityhe taught,and forportions

of the Old Testament, and who was, too, like Mr.

Garrison, adevout believer inGod and in a future

state. But if belief in the Bible or any portion
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of it as a work of superhuman origin and of divine

authority, because communicated fromGod to man

inamiraculous or exceptional manner, together with

belief that Jesus was more thanaman, and asaviour

inasense inwhich aman cannot be a saviour, con-

stitute one a Christian, then Mr. Garrison, during the

latter part of his life, was not a Christian. He was

not a Christian in the sense in which this word is

commonlyunderstood by the great mass of Catholic

and Protestant Christians. He was an "infidel" in

the sense in which that word is now often used by

Christians in referring to those who do not believe in

Christ as a supernatural being, and in the Bible as a

series of divinely inspired and authoritative commu-

nications to man. He was not an "infidel," if by

that word is meant one who is unfaithful to his

convictions, or who is so ignorant as not to be able

to appreciate the excellences of the Bible, so unfair

as to be unwilling to acknowledge them, or so unde-

veloped morally as to wish to "abolish" any moral

truth expressed in the Bible or in any other book.

WhatMr. Johnson has to say of Mr. Garrison in his

way is perhaps substantially the same in meaning

that we affirm in these remarks.-B. F. U. ]

MORMONISM .

Editors of The Index:-

Rather late has The Index of May beenpresented to

me; butIshall, nevertheless, express myselfconcern-

ing anarticle called "Gentile Testimony to Mormon

Worth." The writer quotes Bishop D. S. Tuttle's

words on the subject thus: "I know the people of

theEast have judged them unjustly. We are accus-

tomed to look on them as either a licentious, arro-

gant, or rebellious mob, bent only on defying the

United Statesgovernment. This is not so."

Iwas connected with Mormonism for about ten

years, and spent nearly half of that time in Utah,

and profess to know the system very well. I have

no ill feelings against the Mormons as a people

more than I have against the people of any other

denomination. But, for the sake of truth, I must

testify contrary to the statement above. I know of

nopeople, not even in monarchical Europe, who are

defying and undermining the United States govern-

ment as much as the Mormons . John Kimball

writes, "What the evidence of apostates is worth

historyhas long ago told us." I am an apostate to

Mormonism; and, as long as I live, shall I continue

to apostatize from any snare or trap that cunning

menpossibly might get me into, and shall not at all

hesitate togive my testimony on Mormonism and the

Mormon priesthood, who are no less cunning than

the most crafty Jesuit, who are no less despotic,

cruel, and licentious thanDavid and Solomon of the

Jewish dispensation. In Europe, the Mormon mis-

sionaries tell the ignorant and fanatical people that

Godhimself has beendown on this earth speaking to

their prophet, that holy angels daily communicate

with the saints, the Mormons, which stories take

like hot cake. As the casewas with myself, so with

others. As children, we are forced to study Bible

stories, have to learn them by heart mechanically.

At the age of fourteen years, the school is left; and

childrenof poor parents are left to themselves too, as

a prey for cunning Mormons or others that may

come along. Only sixteen years old I became a

Mormon, and was happy in the belief that God was

again speaking to his children on earth as in olden

days; but can you imagine my disappointment, after

a fifty-six days' voyage in a sailing vessel across the

Atlantic, a two weeks' ride on cattle cars through

the Eastern States (when no trains were ready to

transport us, we had to camp here and there until

one came along), and a seven weeks' journey on foot

across the plains, and arriving at Salt Lake City at

last, toiling hard to get bread and molasses for me

andmy wife to live on ; and then one fine day I was

sitting inthe tabernacle listening to Brigham Young,

the prophet, who spoke thus: "There was a time

whenagreatmanyGentile preachers came through

our country. One of them who called on me said,

'Doyou have revelations, Mr. Young ?' 'Yes,' said

I: 'I have them every day. " Continuing his dis-

course to the congregation, he said further: "You

reveal to me, and I to you. We are revelations to

each other. The best revelation I ever have had is

good sound sense!" This last sentence knocked

Mormonism out of me. The man spoke a truth

which condemned himself and his own system.

Hence I became an apostate; and, according to Mr.

John Kimball, my evidence is not worthmuch.

Ashort time before listening to this sermon on

revelations, I was initiated in the secrets of Mormon-

ism,-got my endowments,-believing that the proph-

ets, whom God thus honored with frequent visits,

could endow me with gifts that I did not already

possess; but I found out, after the priesthood had

told me that I should be agod on some distant orb

after the resurrection, that the so-called endowment

consisted mostly in swearing obedience to the Mor-

mon priesthood to obey them in all things, and promis-

ing under oath again and again that I should will-

inglylet my throat be cut from earto ear, my breast

be cut open so that the heart could be taken out, if I

neglected to revenge myself on this damnable govern-

mentwhich had persecuted the saints, and shed the

blood of the prophet Joseph Smith; and, if I could

not myself show revenge on this government, then to

teach it to my children on my death-bed. From

o'clock A.M. till 3 P.M., the time was mainly oсси-

pied in swearing obedience to the Mormon Church

and its priesthood, and defiance to this government

which God himself in a very short time would send

to hell.

If a thousand men should get up and bear testi-

mony to "Mormon worth," my testimony is that the

Mormon priesthood is a band of bitter enemies to

the United States government, and the Mormon sys-

tem a black and bloody spot on the pages of our

history.

CHARLES MICHELSEN.

LOS ANGELES, CAL.

THE METAPHYSICAL EGO.

Editors of The Index:

Mr. Gill claims that his "Simplicity of the Ego"

has been erroneously described. There is but one

proper meaning to the term "ego," and that is the

sense of identity of our self-consciousness. The sub-

ject for which this sense of "I" stands, accordingto

Mr. Gill, embraces all things and all reality. But

here arises a difficulty. The absolute condition of this

I sense requires that there should be something in

existence that is not I, as a prerequisite condition .

How, then, can "I" include and embrace the all, the

whole of things, when the not I is the very ground

and condition of my sense of I ? Hence no conscious

ego can embrace all reality. The moment it does, it

must cease to be ego.

Mr. Gilldescribes this ego as absolutely homogene-

ous, without parts or particles, its complexity con-

sisting in its qualities and modes. But the great

trouble in this case is that no qualities involving

modes are conceivable by our minds without divi-

sions, separations, and parts. He speaks of"congeries

of qualities, such as extension, weight, expansion,

contraction, and power of motion, with affinities and

diffinities for various other bodies." These quali-

ties all involve parts, and can have no existence

without them, as he has himself shown in the above

quotation. There can be no affinity nor diffinity, no

attraction nor repulsion, no motion nor weight, with-

out parts and heterogeneity. His "simple homoge-

neous substance" can have no"complexity of quali-

ties ." Mr. Gill says that qualities are identical with

force (which I believe), but there can be no such

thing as "force" without an opposite force to resist it ;

and hence force is never single, but always plural .

"Asimple unitary force" has no existence. Non-rec-

ognition of this fact has been the stumbling-block in

thewayof mostmodern philosophizing from the sci-

entific stand-point.

The attempt to deduce all things from an absolute

ego, which should include the universe, was made by

oneofthe profoundest metaphysical thinkers, Fichte;

buthewas forced to admit that the ascription of any

self-consciousness to this ego was inconceivable. He

showed that "the mutual opposition of ego and non-

ego, and the limitation of each by the other, is of the

very essence of all conscious intelligence. Through

this limitation and opposition (the ground of all will

and force), both are something; without them, neither

qualitative distinction nor intelligence could exist; all

would be a pure blank." In an ego that did not in-

volve these opposite processes, "there would be no

distinction of subject and object, and consequently

no self-consciousness." Without these, the impossi-

bility of distinguishing consciousness from its object,

he says, "makes it inexplicable and incomprehen-

sible." Where the ego is "all in all," it is, "for that

very reason, nothing."

The final outcome of all Fichte's philosophizing

showed that his absolute ego was no ego at all, and

had no right to the name, but was simply a potential

substratum, out of which issued the divisions and

separations-the heterogeneity-whichconstituted the

properties and qualities, the non-egoness and the

egoness, on which all conscious experience depends.

The attempt to rehabilitate this ego as the sole, orig-

inal, and all-embracing substratum of things andphe

nomena, when it proved such a failure under the

hands of its great champion, is not likely to become

alogical success.
FRANKLIN SMITH.

DEDHAM, MASS.

EGOISM INEVITABLE.

Editors of The Index:-

Iwish to suggest that my critics should not judge

myphilosophy from one article, as each article, except

the first, presupposes some things found in previous

articles . I will answer those which have not been

answered in those previous articles.

Mr. Harry Hoover says, If Iam the universe, I am

infinite, and asks where is there room for anything

else. That the universe is infinite is an assertion

without any proof, and in the nature of the casead-

mits of no proof. On the other hand, its finity is sus-

ceptible of proof, because it is a mode of the ego, a

congeries of conscious states, and as such bears all

the marks of limitation. As the universe known to

meand of which I speak is comprised within myself

and my conscious states, there may be, for ought I

know, universes beyond me next to infinite in num-

ber and variety; and of these I propose to treat in due

time. And then also I shall answer Mr. Hoover's

questions on the logic of pre-organic and post-organic

existence andmemory.

Mr. Hoover allows my statement that "without a

perduring permanent there is no possible change, but

only successive creations and annihilations"; but he

says, "Matter is that perduring permanent." I agree

withhim entirely on that point, and adopt his asser-

tion heartily. I differ from him in defining matter,

known matter, the sensible world, as all philosophers

of our time define it, as a congeries of subjective

states, the ego existing in such modes. No less heart-

ily than my critic do "I accept chemistry, evolution,

and spectrum analysis," and several other things of

modern science which seem to escapehis notice.

Respectfully,

WM. ICRIN GILL.

A WORD REGARDING SOCIALISTS.

Editors of The Index:-

Your issue of August 14 contains anelegant article

by Charles Froebel, the son perhaps of childhood's

eminent friend, in which, even because of its unques-

tioned fairness of intention and amiable spirit, I find

the more objectionable the ascription rather implied

than asserted of equalitary aims to Socialists with-

out distinction of school. Whether this view be cor-

rect for all State socialists or not I care not to dis-

cuss. It is certainly not for the school to which I

belong, the Phalansterian,-sleeping perhaps, but

vivacious, and which I prophesy will yet flower and

fruit upon the crumbling mould with which the social

crudities of to-day are manuring the soil ofhumanity.

It is not my purpose to tax the hospitality of The

Index for a positive exposition of our social concep-

tion. Suffice it that the truth of my phalansterian

repudiation of social equality, as a monstrosity in

nature, is well known to all who choose to know.

M. E. LAZARUS, M.D.

To see what is right and not to do it is want of

courage. Confucius .

THE plain doctrine of integrity is rarely found

purely practised nowadays. It is easy to pick out
plain men, geniuses, martyrs ; but integrity is rare.

The gods approve the depth, and not the tumult of

the soul.-R. W. Emerson.

WHEN God has a great work for any one to do in

the world, he usually gives him a peculiar training

for it, and that training is just what no earthly friend

would choose for him; and sometimes it is so long

continued that there seems to be but little time left

for work.-Anon.
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EVERY subscriber who is in arrears for The

Index is requested to send the amount due to this

office with the least possible delay. We are in

especial need of money during these summer

months to meet current expenses, which we

shall be abundantly able to do, if our friends

will promptly remit the sums they owe us on

their subscriptions.

For The Index.

IN THE WOODS OF ST. LEON .

Letwho will sing of ocean grand,

Giveme the woods, the endless shade

Of trees on which no man e'er laid .

Aruthless hand.

Whatpeace, what blissful quietude

The rustle of these polished leaves

Aroundmy dreamy spirit weaves

In this greenwood!

Whyhave I fretted so and striven

In populous towns among mykind,

Wheremen who think they see are blind

Andprate of heaven ?

Here in this forest breathing spice,

And love-lorn odors, born of flowers

That woo me to their secret bowers,

Isparadise.

The droning of the humblebee,

The soughing of the wind that stirs

These pine-tops and aspiring firs,

Bring joy to me.

Stretched on this knoll of soft brown spines,

Let me life's true elixir drink,

Nor even tax myself to think,

Till day declines .

GEORGE MARTIN,

For The Index.

THE ORACLES OF THE OAK.

'Tis glorious to live in an age like this

Anddwell in a land like ours,

Where ripen the seeds

Of the loveliest deeds

And the fairest of human flowers.

'Tis glorious to feel in our inmost soul

The wine of a higher life,

Though it bubble up

To the heart's deep cup

Through agony, toil, and strife.

Theflowers that bloom inthe month of June

Are beautiful things to see,

But the noble forms

That endure the storms

Are dearer than those to me.

The lily may smile and the rose may blush

And the violet cheer our way,

But the oracles spoke

By the stately oak

Have a mightier power than they.

They tell of years that have glided by

Since it lay in the acorn's shell,

Atiny thing

That the elves of spring

Guarded and tended well.

They tell of seasons of light and love,

Whenbirds in its branches sung;

Of summers brief,

When every leaf

Was amusical lisping tongue.

They tell of surly November blasts,

When theAngel of Death swept by;

Of its vernal pride

That in glory died

As calmly as heroes die .

In crimson and gold, each leaf went down

To its grave on the forest floor;

But the stately oak

Stood firm, and spoke

To the winds with an answering roar,

Saying to them in akingly voice,

"Yemay rob me of beauty's crown,

But in the path

Of your awful wrath

Ifiling mygauntlet down.

"For I welcome the winds and the wintry storms ,

And Igather a strength from each;

And the lay I sing

As Iwait for spring,

Alesson to menmayteach.

"Oh! would it might reach to the hearts of all

Andbid them be strong and true

To thebrotherhood

Of the brave and good

Till right shall the wrong subdue."

The lilymay smile and the rose mayblush

And the violet cheer our way,

Butthe oracles spoke

By the stately oak

Have a mightier power thanthey.

BELVIDERE SEMINARY, NEW JERSEY.

BOOK NOTICES .

BELLE C. BUSH.

STEPHEN GROVER CLEVELAND. A Sketch of his Life,

to which is appended a Short Account of the Life

ofThomasAndrews Hendricks . By Deshler Welch.

New York: John W. Lovell Co. Price 20 cts .

This paper-covered campaign book devotes twenty-

three chapters and one hundred and seventy-four

pages to a sketch of some incidents in the private

life of one of the Presidential candidates , and a more

extended review of his public services; while about

twenty pages are given to a consideration of Mr.

Hendricks' political career. "Appendix A" gives the

platform of the Democratic party for 1884, "Appendix

B" gives the speech of Carl Schurz before the meet-

ing of Independent voters in Brooklyn, N.Y., Aug.

5, 1884, in favor of the election of Cleveland to the

Presidency, and"AppendixC" contains the letters of

acceptance of their nominations by Gov. Cleveland

and Mr. Hendricks. The volume in addition has

woodcut portraits of these gentlemen, with pictures

of Cleveland's birthplace, etc.; also fac-similes of the

handwriting of Schurz and Cleveland.

BLAINE AND LOGAN SONG-BOOK. Cleveland, Ohio :

S. Brainard's Sons, publishers. Price 10 cts.

In addition to over a dozen new songs, adaptedto

old tunes and to the campaign for Blaine and Logan,

this little book contains about fifty of the old favor-

ites of war-times, such as "Marching through Geor-

gia," "Tramp, tramp," "Vacant Chair," " America,"

etc. Accompanying these, rules are given for the

organizing of"Blaine and Logan" clubs .

SEVEN HUNDRED ALBUM VERSES. Original and Se-

lected. Compiled by J. S. Ogilvie. New York :

J. S. Ogilvie & Co. Price 15 cts .

enlist the attention of all unprejudiced inquirers in

the sciences of which it treats. In the Julynumber,

the first essay, by Mr. Charles Mercier, furnishes anew

classification of feelings based on a deeper scientific

principle than thoseheretofore made,and narrowing

the chasm between feelings and their external objects

by showing the nature of the relations between the

two. His illustrations by analogies drawn from exter-

nal nature are singularly beautiful and striking in

their aptness. Dr. Edmund Montgomery, of Hemp-

stead, Texas, whose essays in this review of two and

three years ago elicited high praise for their pro.

found penetration into mental and physiological

phenomena, has a lengthy essay on "The Object of

Knowledge," in which he contrasts the transcen-

dental with what he would term the organic view of

life and sentient phenomena. H. Havelock Ellis

gives an account of the later views of James Hinton,

whose unique philosophic works , especially the later

ones, are of much interest and value. Francis Gal-

tongives some introspective observations drawn from

his own experiences, and inferences therefrom, on

"Free Will." D'Arcy W. Thompson contributes an

interesting paper on "The Regeneration of Lost Parts

inAnimals," as having an important bearing on some

recent speculations of the idealistic school of think-

ers, in an essay in Mind for last January, on "Life

and Mechanism," by J. S. Haldane, and in other

works. Edmund Gurney has a criticism on some

novel ideas advanced in an essay in April Mind, by

Prof. William James, on "What is an Emotion ?'"

which is very interesting. The other critical essays

are upon James Sully's "Outlines of Psychology," by

Robert Adamson; "Leibnitz," by W. R. Sorley .

"The Objectivity of Truth," byGeorge Stokes, is re-

viewed byAndrew Seth. The other works reviewed

are Miller's Lectures on the "Philosophy of Law," by

F. Pollock; and Wundt's Logic,by John Venn. The

notices of new books, English and foreign, bearing on

subjects akin to the review, are, as usual, very full.

These selections are varied, and suited to all moods,

ages, conditions, and seasons. Many of them are of

excellent literary merit, and most of them in good

taste.

"MIND," the English quarterly, edited by George

Croom Robertson, devoted to Psychology and Philos-

ophy, is by far the best exponent of the most recent

thought on these subjects published in the English

language; and its columns are filled with the conclu-

sions of the ablest and most advanced thinkers in the

realms of psychologic and philosophic inquiry, both

in Europe and in this country. It deserves to be

better known and more extensively read than it is ;

and it does not speak well for the intellectual status

of the American mind that there is no more demand

for so valuable a publication. There has been an in-

creasing interest in the character of its contents from

its commencement in 1876; and the recent numbers

(for January, April, and July of this year) contain

some especially important essays, which cannot fail to

AMONG the extra attractions of the September

Wide Awake are the narrative poem, "The Little

Lion Charmer," by Harriet S. Fleming, and its

accompanying beautiful frontispiece engraving by

W. T. Smedley; Mrs. Frances A. Humphrey's story

of "How Dolly attended the Convention"; the "Old

School-Days" of Amanda B. Harris; Lucy Barri's

"A Matinee" ; " Intimations of Immortality," from

Wordsworth; and Mrs. Clara Doty Bates' delightful

versification of the fable of "The Fox and the Stork."

These, with the many other excellent stories and

poems which make up the number, are as usual pro-

fusely and handsomely illustrated by the best of ar-

tists, which in these days is saying a great deal for

thehigh standard of this excellent magazine for young

people.

JAMES KAY APPLEBEE

is open to accept engagements for the delivery of SUNDAY

EVENING LECTURES at towns within reach of Boston by

Sunday afternoon trains. For terms and subjects, address

JAMES KAY APPLEBEE, Boston, Mass.

MRS. EMILY J. F. NEWHALL'S

School for Girls and Young Ladies will reopen

Oct. 1, 1884.

As heretofore, its management will be conducted upon
the basis of EDUCATION rather than INSTRUCTION. The

proper use of English will be made an especial feature

of the daily work. Under the direction of John Storer

Cobb, LL.D., from London University, this branch will
comprise a thorough study of the English language, as

well as Latin and mathematics. The illustrated lectures

upon the great tone- masters, the use of the lantern,

and attendance at the Art Museum, will be continued.
For catalogue, address No. 91 Newbury Street, Boston; or

apply between 11 and 1, after September 15.

BELVIDERE SEMINARY.
The plan of an Industrial School which was sent by the

Misses Bush, of Belvidere Seminary, New Jersey, to the

widow of Wendell Phillips, has received her approval and

permission to name the institution, when established, the

WendellPhillips Memorial Industrial School.
The plan has also been highly commended by some of

the most eminent educators in this country, and active

measures are being taken to insure its success .

Itsoriginators respectfully solicit such aid and influence

in behalf of their enterprise as the friends of Wendell

Phillips may be pleased to offer. They will conferperson-

allyorbyletterwith any one interestedin their plan, and

will very gratefully receive donations, in large or small

amounts, of money, books, stationery, pictures, chemical

and philosophical apparatus, or charts and specimens

needed in the study of the Natural Sciences. All parties

responding in any way substantially to this call will be

considered founders ofthe institution.

Belvidere, Warren County, N.J.



THE INDEX SEPTEMBER 11 1884
131

Gal.

ADAMS(R. C.). Evolution. ASummary

ofEvidence..
$0.25

from ADLER (FELIX). Creed andDeed 1.00

1,00
AGASSIZ (LOUIS). Methods of Study in

NaturalHistory. Illus ....
1.50

Geological Sketches. First Series . ... 1.50

Geological Sketches. Second Series..... 1.50
Pars

AJourneyinBrazil. Illus .....
5.00

80 ALGER(W. R.). ACritical History ofthe

ers

Izaber

&Le

ente

bjecta

Inthe

exter

ng in

Hemp

rpm

одпев

tel

180粒-

ed

E

POPULAR BOOKS

Sent by Mail Postpaid at

PUBLISHERS' PRICES.

ANY BOOK in the subjoined List, or any

other OBTAINABLE BOOK, that may be de-

1.00 HUXLEY (T. H.). Man's Place inNature, 1.25

1.00On the Origin of Species....

Lay Sermons, Addresses, and Reviews... 1.75

More Criticism on Darwin and Adminis-

DEFOE (DANIEL) . Robinson Crusoe ....

DICKENS (CHARLES). CompleteWorks.

14 vols.. 10.50

DRAPER (DR. J. W.). History of the Con-

flict betweenReligion and Science..... 1.75

The Intellectual Development of Eu-

trative Nihilism...

Critiques andAddresses

.50

1.50

American Addresses
1.25

rope. 2 vols .... 3.00 Science and Culture.
1.50

Scientific Memoirs 3.00

INGERSOLL (R. G.). The Gods, and

EMERSON (R. W.). Essays. First Series, 1.50 ther Lectures 1.25

Essays. Second Series... 1.50 TheGhosts, andOther Lectures
1.25

Miscellantes . 1.50 TheMistakes of Moses
1.25

RepresentativeMen... 1.50 Whatmustwe do to be saved ? ... .25

English Traits 150

Conduct of Life. 1.50 JAMES(HENRY, JR. ). The Portrait ofa
Poems 1.50

Lady
2.00

May Day, and Other Pieces .

Society and Solitude....

Letters and Social Aims.

1.50 JESUS : HIS OPINIONS AND CHARAC-

TER. The New Testament Studies of

aLayman....

sired,willbeforwardedaspromptlyas possible, ENNIS (JACOB). The Origin of the Stars,
on receipt of orders accompanied with the cash.

SPECIAL RATES will be madewith persons
orlibraries desiring any large number of books .

Orders are respectfully solicited from all friends

of THE INDEX.

and the Causes of their Motions and

theirLight

FISKE (JOHN). Myths andMythmakers,
Outlines of CosmicPhilosophy ....

The UnseenWorld, andOther Essays ...

FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHIP IN RE-

LIGION. AVolume of Ten Essays,by

D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow,

Samuel Johnson, John Weiss, O. B.

Frothingham, W. J. Potter, F. E.

Abbot, J. W. Chadwick, T. W. Higgin-

son, and Mrs. E. D. Cheney, and ad-

dresses by Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

Robert DaleOwen,andothers...

FROTHINGHAM (O. B.). History of

Transcendentalism in New England.

With Portrait of the Author.......

The Religion of Humanity

The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of

Primitive Christianity

1.50

1.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

6.00

1.50

JEVONS (W. S.). MoneyandtheMechan-

ism ofExchange ...

JOHNSON (OLIVER). Wm. Lloyd Garri-

sonandhis Times. With Portrait and

Introduction by J. G. Whittier

JOHNSON (SAMUEL). Oriental Relig-
lons, and their Relation to Universal

Religion:

India

China

LANGE (F. A.). History of Materialism.

3vols.

LECKY (W. E. H.). History of the Rise

and Influence of the Spirit of Ration-

alism in Europe. 2 vols....

History ofEuropean Morals fromAugus-

tustoCharlemagne. 2vols..........

2.50 LEWES (G. H.). Biographical History of

1.50

1.75

2.00

5.00

POPE'S Essay onMan

PRATT(WM., M.D.). A Physician's Ser-

mon toYoung Men...

PROCTOR (R. A.). Other Worlds than

Ours: ThePlurality of Worlds studied

under the Light of Recent Scientific

Researches . Illus.....

Light Science for LeisureHours. ASe-

ries of Familiar Essays on Scientific

Subjects ...

The Moon: Her Motions , Aspect, Scen-

.50

.25

2.50

1.75

ery,and Physical Conditions. Illus.. 3.50

The Expanse of Heaven. A Series of

Essays on the Wonders ofthe Firma-

ment

OurPlace among Infinities . A Series of

Essays contrasting our LittleAbode

inSpaceandTime with the Infinities

around us . To which are added

Essays on the Jewish Sabbath and

Astrology...

QUATREFAGES (A. de). The Natural

History ofMan...

2.00

1.75

1.00

2.00
TheHuman Species

RAPHALL (MORRIS J.). History of the

Jews from 420 B. C. E. to the year 70

C. E. 2 vols ... 4.00

10.50

5.00 RIBOT (T. H.). Heredity: APsychologi-

cal Study on its Phenomena, ſts Laws,

its Causes,and its Consequences... 2.00

EnglishPsychology...
1.50

Diseases ofMemory..
1.50

4.00
ROMANES (G. J.). Animal Intelligence... 1.75

The Scientific Evidences ofOrganicEvo-

lution
.50

3.00

SAVAGE (M. J.). Belief inGod..
1.00

Morals of Evolution 1.00

1.50

1.75

Philosophy. 2 vols.......

Physiology of CommonLife. 2 vols..... 3.00

The Story of Goethe's Life

4.00

Beliefs aboutMan 1.00

Talks aboutJesus
1.00

1.50

Doctrine of aFuture Life..... 3.50
Child's Book of Religion. For Sunday- Problems of Life and Mind. First Se-

schools andHomes 1.00 ries. 2 vols..... 6.00

Beliefs about the Rible...

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her

Riddles

1.00

1.00

ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN- Stories fromthe Lips of the Teacher. 1.00
The Physical Basis of Mind. Second

MENTS .
1.50 Stories of the Patriarchs 1.00 Series... 3.00

Bluffton. A Story of To-day
1.00

the
ARNOLD (EDWIN). The Light ofAsia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama,

Prince of India and Founder of

Beliefs of the Unbelievers . .25 The Study of Psychology, its Object,
Spirit of the New Faith . 1.00

Scope, andMethod.. 2.00

SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory

of Descent and Darwinism. Illus...... 1.50

The Safest Creed 1.00

Knowledge and Faith 1.00 LONGFELLOW'S PoeticalWorks. 2vols. 7.00 SCHROEDER (DR. KARL). AManualof

Buddhism 1.00
Life of Gerrit Smith 2.00 LUBBOCK (SIR JOHN). Origin of Civili-
Creedand Conduct 1.00

ARNOLD(MATTHEW). Essays in Criti-
The Rising andthe Setting Faith

1.00

zation,and the Primitive Condition of

Man

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated fromthe German. Illus ... 350
5.00

cism....
2.00

Visionsof the Future 1.00

GodandtheBible 1.50
Life of Theodore Parker . 2.00

LiteratureandDogma
1.50

George Ripley.... 1.25

Pre-historic Times, as illustrated byAn-

cient Remains, and the Manners and

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus .. 5.00

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs .

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley.. .50

BAIN (ALEXANDER). Mental Science:

ACompendium ofPsychology andHis-
FULLER (MARGARET). Womeninthe

toryofPhilosophy
1.50

Nineteenth Century. 1.50

Life without and Life within. 150

TheEmotionsand the Will... 5.00

MoralScience: ACompendiumofEthics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

AtHomeandAbroad. 1.50

1.50

+ Relations 1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS) . Hereditary Genius

EnglishMen of Science .. 1.00
2.00

TheSensesand the Intellect 5.00 Inqutries into Human Faculty and its

T

BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of

Life. 2 vols...

Development....

5.00

TheBeginnings of Life; or, The Modes

ofOriginofLowerOrganisms. 2vols.
Evolutionandthe Originof Life

5.00

GARRISON (WM. LLOYD). Tributes to

at his Funeral. With Heliotype of

BustbyAnne Whitney....

2.00
BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous- erty

ness 1.50

EatingandDrinking 75
:

Stimulants and Narcotics.

OurHome Physician: APopular Guide

totheArtof Preserving Health and

TreatingDisease..
6.00

lessness .

BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. ANovel ofNew York .. 1.50

The Secret of Good Memory

The Secret of aClearHead..

Common Mind Troubles

BLAINE'S (JAMES G.) Eulogy on James How tomake the Best of Life ...
A. Garfield. With Portrait.. .50

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-

calWorks. Illustrated

GRAY (ASA) . Darwiniana: Essays and

Reviews pertaining to Darwinism 2.00

2.50

BUCKLE'S (H. T.) History of Civilization

inEngland... 4.00

Essays, withaBiography of the author.. 1.00

BUECHNER'SForce and Matter 3.25

BURNS (ROBERT). Complete Works .... 1.00

CARLETON (WILL). Farm Festivals.

Mus.... 2.00

Farm Legends. Illus......

FarmBallads. Illus ... 2.00

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits andMaps. 6 vols. 7.50

French Revolution. 2 vols. 2.50

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols .... 2.50

Critical andMiscellaneous Essays. With

Portrait. 2 vols..... 3.50

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With
Portraits. 2vols.... 4.00

CHADWICK ( J. W.). The Bible of To-day, 1.50

The Faith of Reason 1.00

HAWLEY (F. B.) Capital and Popula-

tion:AStudy of the Economic Effects

of their Relations to each other........ 1.50
TheMan Jesus .

1.00

CHANEY (G. L.). F. Grant& Co.; or, Part-

nerships. A Story for the Boys who
meanBusiness .

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL) . The

Scarlet Letter...

1.25

Tom. AHome Story.. 1.25

The House of the Seven Gables.

HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-

1.25

1.25

CHILD(LYDIA MARIA). Aspirationsof

theWorld: AChain of Opals.........
Looking toward Sunset.....

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

Appendixby WendellPhillips . With
Portrait..

CLARK (EDW. H., M.D.). Sex in Educa-
tion

GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6vols.

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-

300

.75

1.00

12.00

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2 vols. 4.00

HAECKEL (ERNST) . The History of

Creation; or, The Developmentof the

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes. Illus . 2 vols. 5.00

The Evolution of Man. 2 vols ......

Freedom in Science and Teaching .......

2.00 HALLOWELL (R. P.). The Quaker Inva

2.50

5.00

1.00

1.25sionof Massachusetts...

HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy..... 2.00

HAMMOND (DR. W. A. ). A Treatise on

Diseases of the Nervous System ...... 5.00

HARDY (ARTHURS.). ButyetaWoman 1.25

HARRIS (J. C.). Uncle Remus: HisSongs .

and Sayings. The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus.....

ative First Cause

Freedom of the Will

1.25 HELMHOLTZ (H.) . Popular Lectures on
Scientific Subjects . WithanIntroduc

tion by Prof. Tyndall...

Second Series

1.50

1.50

.75

2.00

2.00

1.50

4.00

1.50

1.25

TheBuilding of a Brain 1.25

CLODD (E.) . The Childhoods ofReligions.

Asimple account of the Birth and

Growth ofMyths and Legends .....

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus ...

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment.....

Young Folks' History of the United
States 1.50

Margaret Fuller Ossoli.
1.25 1.25

....

1.75

1.50

COBBE(FRANCES POWER). TheDuties

ofWomen........ Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M.D.). The SacredAnthology, 200

TheEarthward Pilgrimage.
Idols and Ideals .

Demonologyand Devil Lore. 2vols..... 7.00
Emerson atHome andAbroad.

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture, and

Other Essays......
TheNew Chemistry .

1.50

1.00
2.00

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Complete in 16vols... 20.00

DANA(R. H.). TwoYears before theMast, 1.50

DARWIN (CHARLES). Origin ofSpecies, 2.00
Descentof Man.....

Journal of Researches .

Emotional Expression...

Animals and Plants under Domestica-

3.00

2.00

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

ingPlace ..

The Mystery ofPain

Physiology for Practical Use ........

HOLLAND (F. M.). Reign of the Stoics..
Stories fromRobert Browning .

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing... Paper,35cts.; cloth,

1.75
1.00

2.25

1.25
1.50

.50

2.00

HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The
Autocrat of the Breakfast Table....... 2.00

The Professor at the Breakfast Table....

The Poet at the Breakfast Table.......

Poems.....

Ralph Waldo Emerson

ElsſeVenner ..

HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-
moirandPortrait. 2 vols ..

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.). The Lady of the

5.00

2.00

Aroostook .....

The Undiscovered Country.

2.00

2.00

1.25

2.00

3.50

1.50

1.50

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus .

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK (W. H.). Is LifeWorthLiving? 1.25
Social Equality...

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Bodyand Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

encetoMental Disorders

Physiology of Mind....

BodyandWill: Being an Essay concern-

ing Will in its Metaphysical,Physio-

logical, and PathologicalAspects ....

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-

lyle..

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON). The

Organs of Speech and their Apulica-

tion in the Formation of Articulate

Sounds.

MILL (JOHN STUART) . The Positive

Philosophy of Auguste Comte...

PoliticalEconomy .

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

1.00

1.50

2.00

2.50

1.00

1.75

Liberty, both in one vol .

Representative Government...

ThreeEssays onReligion.....

MILLS (C. D. B.). Gems of the Orient.... 1.50

Buddhaand Buddhism....

MUELLER (F. MAX). Lectures on the

Science of Language

Chips froma GermanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II . Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, andCustoms. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, and An-

tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology. Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol. , $2.00;

theset ..

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or

Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustrated by the Relig-

ions of India

OORT (DR. H.) and HOOYKAAS (DR. I.) .

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study of the Bible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges ...

Vol. II. Kings and Prophets

Vol. III . New Testament....

OSWALD (FELIX L., M.D.) .

10.00

2.00

15.00

SCOTT'S CompletePoeticalWorks Illus. 8.00

SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols.

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

Memoir and Portrait. 2 vols .........

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women..

3.50

STEWART (S. J.). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatitis andhowit Grew.. .25

STICKNEY (ALBERT). A True Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of "Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful
illustratións

5.00

STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

town Folks. ANew England Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

landStory

2.50 STRAUSS (D. F.). The Old Faith andthe

New....

2.00

2.00

2.00

Physical

Education; or, The Health Laws of
Nature.....

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

of the ChristianReligion and the Sig-
nificance of its RiseandDecline.....

PAINE (THOMAS). Age of Reason.......
Complete Works ...

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

owetoeach other..

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-

nalism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering & Period of Twenty-
five Years .

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

Motion

2.501.00
Fragments of Science.

2.50
Light andElectricity.

1.25
Lessons in Electricity.

1.00
Hours of Exercise in the Alps..

2.00.50 BelfastAddress .

.50

1.00

UNDERWOOD (B. F. ). Essays and Lect-
ures

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free

Thought

VOGEL ( A. ). A Practical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ....

Prayers by Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of

Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools andFamilies. .75 VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

WALKER (PROF. F. A.). Wages ..

Money......

Money. Trade, and Industry..

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6

vols. Illus .

WEEDEN (W. B.) . Morality of Prohibi-

WEISS (JOHN). Life and Correspondence

of Theodore Parker

tory Liquor Laws

The Social Law of Labor.

tion. 2 vols ....
PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART) . The

American Religion

The Immortal Life
Insectivorous Plants

ClimbingPlants

Orchids fertilizedby Insects
1.75

3.00

Forms ofFlowers ..

FertilizationintheVegetable Kingdom. 2.00

1.50

Vegetable Mould, etc.

Power ofMovement in Plants .
2.00

Travels andResearches

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-

traits...

Completeset,13vols............

1.50

1.50

.75 PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newly engravedLikenesses of Sumner.

2vols .

Growth of Language

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works, with Portrait 2.00

WILSON (HENRY). Rise and Fallof the

PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind

1.00

7.00

1.50

1.00
1.75

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

theReligion and Philosophy of Eman-

uel Swedenborg

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.

Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

1.25

4.50

8.50

4.00

1.50

10.00

1.25

1.50

With Portraits . 2 vols. 4.00

2.00

traits. 3 vols ... 6.00

FamousAmericans of Recent Times ....

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-
2.00

tions. 2 vols . 6.00

4.00

1.50

GatesAjar 1.50 1.50

2.00
Beyond the Gates. 1.50

Doctor Zay

1.50

1.50

6.0025.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays .. Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols....... 9.00

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a
Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols....

Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare

1.25 WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

Chemistry .50

Physics.. .50

8.00 Physical Geography.. .50

Geology .50

Physiology .50

Astronomy. .50

Botany .50

Logic... .50

15.00
Inventional Geometry

Piano-forte Playing ...

.50

.50

Political Economy.... .50

NaturalResources of the United States. .50

3.00

SMITH'S Ancient History, from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fall of theWestern

Empire. Illus . 3 vols...... 6.00

SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00

Principles of Biology. 2 vols. 4.00

1.50
Principles of Psychology. 2 vols. 4.00

2.50
Principles of Sociology. 2 vols.... 4.00

Discussionsin Science, Philosophy, etc..
2.00

2.50
Universal Progress ... 2.00

1.50
Essays, Moral, Political, Esthetic....

2.00

250
Social Statics...

2.00

Data of Ethics
1.25

Study of Sociology .
1.50

1.25 Education
1.25

2.00
STALLO (J. B.). The Concepts andTheo-

ries of ModernPhysics. 1.75



132 THE INDEX SEPTEMBER 11 1884

Fast Potato Digging Travels in Faith from

SENT ON

60 Days'

TestTrial .

THE MONARCH POTATO DIGGER

Savesits costyearly, FIVE TIMES

OVER, to every farmer. Guar

anteed toDig Six Hundred

Bushels aDay !

Agents
Wanted.

Write postal card for FREE elegantly

illustrated Catalogue, in Six Brilliant Colors,

that cost us $2000 to publish.

206 State St. ,

Monarch Manufacturing Co., CHICAGO,ILL.

Y ALL ODDS

THE BEST EQUIPPED
RAILROAD IN THE WORLD

Let it beforever remembered that the

Tradition to Reason. $500 CASH, FREE !

By ROBERT C. ADAMS.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.

WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS

The 32d School Year of this Family and

Day School for Boys and Girls will begin

Sept. 17, 1884. For catalogue address

NATH'L T. ALLEN, West Newton, Mass.

Robert G. Ingersoll's Writings.

Only authorized editions.
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253 pages . Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.
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Child," "The Declaration of Independ-

ence," Farming in Illinois,"

Chicago & North- Westt CornellUnivLib et Toast," "The Past
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obtainable at your local ticket office, write
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THE

35 $2.00 ; plain Woman Question in Europe.cloth, $1.25; paper 50 cents.

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE

SAVED ? 89 pages, 12mo. Paper, 25

cents.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. A

series of articles on the Christian Relig

ion, by Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, Judge.

JEREMIAH S. BLACK, and Prof. GEORGE

P. FISHER. The only complete and au-

thorized edition. One volume, 8vo, 143

pages. Cloth, $1.00 ; paper, 50 cents.

A Series of Original Essays.

Edited by THEODORE STANTON, M.A.

With an Introduction by FRANCES

POWER COBBE.

Large Octavo, Cloth Extra, $3.50.

CONTENTS.

I. ENGLAND.
VINDICATION OF THOMAS Chapter
PAINE, from the attacks of the

New York Observer. By ROBERT G.

INGERSOLL. Paper, 25 cents.

Just Published :

Ingersoll's Lectures Complete.
In one superb volume, 1306 pages, octavo,

half calf, gilt, mottled edges. Price, post-

paid, $5.00.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL

RIGHTS MASS MEETING, held

at Lincoln Hall, Washington, D.C.. Octo-

ber 22, 1883. Containing the speeches of

Hon. FREDERICK DOUGLASS and Col.

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Large size, ос-

tavo. Paper, price 15 cents.

PROSE - POEMS AND SELEC-

TIONS from the writings and sayings

of Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Embel-

lished with a steel-engraved portrait of

the author. Beautifully printed on ele-

gant white paper, and in every way a

splendid book for the centre table. Price

$2.50.

For sale at THE INDEX office, 44 Boylston

Street, Boston.

THE PROBLEM OF POVERTY.

ALecture delivered before the Society

for Ethical Culture of Chicago. For

sale at THE INDEX office. Price 10 cts .

THE ABSENCE OF DESIGN IN

NATURE. By Prof. H. D. GARRISON.

A Lecture delivered before the Philo-

sophical Society of Chicago. Price 10

T

cts. For sale at THE INDEX office .

THE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

tising public is respectfully solicited for

THE INDEX. Though the paper must not be

held responsible for any statements made

by advertisers, the attempt will be honestly

made to keep the advertising pages in en-

tire harmony with its general character and

principles. To this end, all improper or

"blind" advertisements, all quack adver
tisements, and all advertisements believed
to be fraudulent or unjust to any one, wil)

be excluded from these columns,

The following examples are from the so-

called"TwelveGreatPicturesofthe World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI;
The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;
Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; As
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figuration , RAPHAEL ; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL; Holy Night, CORREGGIO ; Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com- For 1 to 12 Insertions,
munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS ; The Immac-

ADVERTISING RATES .
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I. THE WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE MOVE-

MENT. By Millicent Garrett

Fawcett.

II. THE WOMEN'S EDUCATIONAL

MOVEMENT. By Maria G.

Grey.

III . WOMEN IN MEDICINE, By Fran-

ces E. Hoggan, M.D.

IV. THE INDUSTRIAL MOVEMENT.

By Jessie Boucherett.

V. WOMEN AS PHILANTHROPISTS.

By Henrietta O. Barnett.

II. GERMANY.

III .
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WOMEN'S MOVEMENT INGER-

MANY. By Anna Schepeler-

Lette and Jenny Hirsch.

II . THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

GERMAN WOMEN. By Marie

Calm.
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SWEDEN. By Rosalie Ulrica Olive-

crona.

VII. DENMARK. By Kirstine Fred-

VIII.

IX.

X.

XI.

eriksen.

FRANCE. By the Editor.

ITALY .

I. A GENERAL REVIEW. By Au-

relia Cimino Folliero de Luna.
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For sale at THE Index office and sentby

mail, prepaid, on receipt of price .

THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT :

Its Philosophical Basis ; Its Gen-

eral Aims ; Its Relation to Chris

tianity, Unitarianism, and Free

Religion .

THREE ADDRESSES BEFORE THE FREE RE-
LIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, BOSTON, MAY 30,

by Messrs . W. M. SALTER, W. L.
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The Origin of the Christian Religion

and the Significance of its

Rise and Decline.

By FELIX L. OSWALD, M.D.

Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1.00.

"The work covers a great amount of crit-

ical and historical ground independently of
the Buddhistic analogies ; it is in fact a vig-

orous, uncompromising ontline of Christian

history, with all the weakness and wicked-

ness mercilessly dragged into daylight....

The case against the Christian Church is a

marvellously strong one. The superstitions

and miseries of medievalism, the woes,
tortures , burnings, rackings , and brutalities

accomplished in the name of Christianity,

set in blackest The Nature-wor-

ship of the paganGreeks andRomans is set
in contrast. Nor is Dr. Oswald very gener-

ous in admission of improvement in con
temporary Christianity. To him, it is a

hurtful supernaturalism, impeding science,

diffusing pessimism, promoting hypocrisy,
and repressing the physical nature.

book is remarkably well written, brilliantly

concise in style, and, aside from its special

theories, of considerable scientific and bis-
toric value."-Boston Evening Transcript.

Sentbymail, postpaid, on receipt of price

by the INDEX ASSOCIATION, 44 Boylston

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price 15cents. Street, Boston, Mass.

willbesent bymailonreceipt of $2.10; or of 10 percent will made of The Success and Failure of Protestantism.

10c. per line.

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

"13" 25

" 26 " 51

"52

66

"

"

8c.

6c.

5с. "

"

6"

A Lecture before the Society for Ethical
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office.
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It is stated that the Board of Trustees of the

Pennsylvania University are making arrangements

foracareful investigation of Spiritualism in com-

pliance with the conditions of the Seybert legacy.

A RADICAL demonstration at Victoria Park,

London, last Saturday, was attendedby fifty thou-

sand persons. Resolutions were adopted in favor

of the franchisebill and of abolishing the House

of Lords. Bradlaugh and other speakers made

addresses .

THE French divorce laws recently passed are by

no means lax; but they have given great offence to

the leaders of the Roman Catholic Church, which

recognizes no divorce under any circumstances.

The fear of the Vatican,which has forwarded a

letter on the subject ofdivorce to the French gov-

ernment, is that civil laws, in opposition to the

teachings of the Church, will lessen her authority ;

and that these divorce laws in particular will

induce many Catholics to forsake their religious

allegiance in order to obtain the relief which these

enactments, sanctioned by the State, afford. Since

the Church cannot recognize a divorce, however

legal, all Catholics who avail themselves of the

French divorce laws will be forced from her com-

munion. Hence, the official letter from the Vat-

ican. Hinc illae lachrymae.

THE people of Italy are wild with enthusiasm

over the heroism ofKingHumbert, who, in visiting

the cholerahospital ofNaples and other cities, and

scattering money and kind words right and left,

has contributed largely in preventing a panic, and

made himself, as one despatch says, "the most

welcome royal picture Europe has looked on for

years." The Catholic and Democratic papers join

in bestowing upon him the highest praise for the

course he has pursued. Humbert's visit toNaples
recalls that of his father, Victor Emanuel, who,

whenGaribaldi had driven out Bomba and the

Bourbons, found many of his army attacked by

cholera, went among the sick,where his presence

and encouragement did much to stem the course

of the epidemic by restoring confidence to the

faint-hearted or panic-stricken.

SAYs an exchange : "It appears from a corre-

spondent of the Newark Daily Advertiser that there

is an Agnostic town, New Ulm, in Minnesota; and

the Agnostics there in some particulars are a shin-

ing example to Christians. Here is a town of

thirty-five hundred population, and with but a

Marshal to keep the peace; and yet there has not

been a street fight in New Ulm in fifteen years.

Mr. J. C. Rudolph, one of the shining lights there,

says that occasionally a young fellow from the

country comes to town and takes more beer than

he ought; but one of the old inhabitants will go to

him and tell him that New Ulm wants no noise in

the streets. And, added Mr. Rudolph, one of our

citizens, looking squarely in the man's face, gen-

erally brings him to his senses. The people of the

city and country are kept in their senses in a city

that has four breweries and thirty beer saloons,

without powder and shot and iron bars. The

Agnostics, too, set a good example in the char-

ities."

THE Ottawa Free Press, which generally dis-

cusses the political affairs of the United States

fairly and intelligently, says : "In November next,

10,418,000 electors in the United States will elect

a king, to whom they delegate for four years the

right of administering public affairs by cabinet

ministers, not one of whom is elected by the peo-

ple. Under the British system, we have a king or

queen nominally for life, but really at the pleasure

of Parliament, all of whose advisers must be mem-

bers of Parliament, and the majority members of

the popular chamber. Theycan be made or un-

made at the will of the people as expressed through

their representatives in Parliament. Under the

American system, the president or king is for four

years almost an autocrat; but, under the British

system, the electors hold the check rein directly

upon the majority of the cabinet ministers. The

fact is that the Americans, a century since, started

with ameasure of republicanism, which has never

expanded ; while the British people were oppressed

by amonarchywhich has progressed into repub-

licanism."

SEVERAL Swiss cantons have petitioned for leg-

islation against the liquor traffic. The petitioners

give statistics to show that the consumption of

alcohol in Switzerland is greater perhead than in

any other European country,that the consumption

of brandy is increasing, and that, parallel with

this, is an increase of mental diseases andof

misery and want. The Federal Council declines
to recommend restrictive legislation against the

sale of liquor, which, it says, represents an annual

return of 150,000,000 francs. To the surprise of

the country, the Council, in its report, speaks in

defence and encouragement of the practice of

social drinking. The following is among the
statements contained in one clause of the report :

"The practice of social drinking of spirituous liq-

uors brings acheerful temper into society, effaces

the traces of daily labor,opens the heart to other

impressions, and is intimately associated with the

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS .

development of public life. The public house fos-

ters intellectual activity, and is a remedy against

misanthropy, egotism, vanity, narrowness of ideas,

and extravagance of imagination."

THE terrible cholera scourge at Naples, which is

carrying off its victims with almost incredible

rapidity, is the occasion of some strange freaks of

superstition. Adespatch says that the gambling

spirit has received a great impetus ; that, one day,

fifty-two mothers rushed to a school and took away

fifty-one children, and everybody played these

numbers in the government lottery and all won ;

that, on another day, the numbers three, four, and

twenty-two corresponded to current events in the

streets , and were played extensively, and all three

came out. The result was a loss of two million

francs by the government, a general debauch of

the lucky inhabitants, and a violent increase of

the cholera. "There has been," says the London

Times, "an enormous revival of religious sentiment

in Naples. The street shrines, which were walled

up by Garibaldi in 1860, have all been opened, and

the whitewash scraped off the holy pictures.

Crowds, wild with joy, watch the work, and hail

with shouts each restoration. The processions are

continued in the poorer streets, chiefly by women.

The churches are thronged, and street altars are

erected. The police do notdare to interfere with

the altars. Most extravagant stories of miracle

work are received with credulity by the populace."

In his paper read before the Science Association

last week, Prof. Bell opposed the existing arrange-

ments concerning thedeaf anddumb in this coun-

try, which make them a separate class, and espe-

cially objected to their continual marriage with

one another, which, he said, would ultimately

evolve a race of deaf-mutes. He had found in one

family ninety deaf-mutes in four generations con-

nected by blood or marriage. Ofdeaf-mutes, forty-

five per cent. marry, and with each succeeding

generation the tendency to the infirmity increases.

Of two thousand one hundred and six pupils in

the National Deaf-Mute Asylum at Hartford,

thirty-three percent.had relatives afflicted in the

same way. Of the forty-five per cent. of deaf-

mutes who marry, eighty per cent. marry deaf-

mutes. To remedy the evil, he said, we must

separate the deaf-mute as much as possible from

other deaf-mutes during the time he or she is

being educated. They should not be sent to

asylums. They should be taught English instead

ofthe signlanguage. Theyshould associate during

play-hours with children not similarly afflicted;

and they should be taught here, as they are in

Germany, to enunciate artificially. Deaf-mutism,

the speaker declared, is increasing here at an

alarming rate. There is now one deaf-mute for

every fifteen hundred people in the country. If

the State were anxious to perpetuate adeafand-
dumb variety of our race, it would not treat the

deaf anddumb otherwise than it does. The local,

State, and national associations of deaf-mutes,

Prof. Bell said, bring the young people of both

sexes together, and lead to marriages between

them.
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THE NATIONAL UNITARIAN CONFERENCE :

Will It Take down the Bars?

-

The "National Conference of Unitarian and

other Christian Churches"-so the uselessly cum-

brous name still runs is to meet at Saratoga next

week. The published programme of the sessions

does not promise an occasion of very exciting
interest. So far as advertised, there is no topic

of especial significance to the public to come up

for consideration, excepting the report of the

committee on the proposed Wade School at Cleve-

land. We await the report of that committee and

the action of the Conference upon it with great

interest.

But Unitarian meetings are not always run ac-

cording to printed schedule, and opportunitymay

be allowed at Saratoga for considering other ques-

tions than those announced. We should be glad

to think that the Constitution of the Conference

would this year be thoroughly overhauled, that its

theological preamble would be abolished, and the

curious mosaic of articles which has been added

to explain it (and to explain it away) would be

cut off, and allnecessity of further addenda of the

same sort be radically obviated. It is, perhaps,

too much to expect that this step will be taken at

this meeting. But it is not too much to urge it ;

and we hope that those who are dissatisfied with

the theological character of the Constitution will

not let the occasion pass without, in some form,

renewing their protest against it. It is probable
that Mr. Savage-whom we understood to propose

the new article, which was adopted at the last

Conference, as a provisional platform for giving
him standing-room in the organization, from which

he and his radical friends could afterward work

for a thorough reform of the Constitution-will

hardly think it becoming in him to begin his

assault so soon. The very readiness with which

the conservative section of the Conference accepted

his article makes it all the more difficult for him

to declare battle against them.

Nevertheless, it seems to us very important that

the radicals in the Conference should this year

make it known that they do not acquiesce in the

new tenth article to the Constitution as a final

settlement. If they can do no more, they might

at least unite in presenting to the Conference a

brief, strong, and earnest statement of what

changes, in their view, should be made in the

Constitution, in order to make it a perfectly just

and fair instrument, representing and guarding

impartially the equal rights of all members. And

let them add that, though they may not press the

case this year, on that ground will inevitably come

a future demand; that nothing is settled perma-

nently which is not settled justly ; and that it is

an act of injustice for a portion of the Conference,

whether a majority or a minority, to persist in

keeping their theological views in the Constitution

when another portion of the Conference, equally

invited and enrolled as members according to the

same Constitution, cannot conscientiously assent

to those views, and, if they enter the Conference

at all, canonly do so under protest against a prom-

inent feature of the very instrument by which

they are organized. Thus much, it seems to us,

the radicals who do not believe the theology of the

Constitution, and yet take part in the Conference,

are bound to do for the sake of intellectual and

moral consistency.

Whether the radicals of the Conference will

take this or any step in the matter, we, of course,

do not know. We are an outsider, belonging to

the small party of those who decided after the

battlewas fought and lost on the preamble itself

thatthe most consistent and effective protest could

be made by staying away from the Conference ;

and, perhaps, therefore our right to express any

opinion as to what should be done by those who

remain in that body maybe disputed. We have,

however, never lost our interest in the Conference

nor inmanyof the subjects itdiscusses; and, seeing

the progress which Unitarianism is making toward

positions whichwe have advocated in the organi-

zation andwork of the Free Religious Association,

we have in latter years not been without some

hope that the Conference would yet remove entirely

the theological bars which exclude us from its fel-

lowship.

Perhaps the next and final move for theologi-

cally purging the Constitution of the Conference

maycome from the conservatives ofthe body. Such

astep would not greatly surprise us. We have rea-

son to believe that some of them are beginning to

seethe great injustice which the Constitution now

is to many of their brethren. Since the last meet-

ing of the Conference, the Memoir of Dr. Dewey

has been published, revealing by his letters that

he took the ground that the original position of

the minority in protesting against the theological

preamble should have been conceded on the ground

of common fairness and equality. This was the

position which Unitarianism, tobeconsistent with

its professions of intellectual liberty, was bound

to take. And the opinion of so eminent and

sound a Unitarian as Dr. Dewey can but have

weight in the denomination. Others, again, are

sagacious enough to see that half measures, sup-

plementary and explanatory articles, will not per-

manently satisfy the protesting party; that the

disturbing question will not be removed and peace

be established until all theological dogma be ex-

scinded from the Constitution. There is, too, a

growing dissatisfaction with the curious intellect-

ual and literary medley which the Constitution,

with its various amendments,now presents. For

these and other reasons, it would not be surpris-

ing if the conservatives should now move in the

matter. It would be a gracious act for them thus

to make the proffer of relief to the consciences of

their brethren. Thoroughly done, extending even

to amending the awkward name of the Confer-

ence, it would knit the ties of fellowship in a last-

ing bond.

Will our Unitarian friends forgive us, if we add

ahomely illustration which has sometimes occurred

to us, as we have thought of the present uncer-

tain aspect of the Constitution of their Conference

and of the various contests over it, in their strug-

gles to make it express the mental attitude of

their body concerning Christ and the Christian

religion ? There is a familiar children's play, which

is also sometimes resorted to among mature per-

sons in a despairing parlor circle of summer board-

ers, in which a leader, suiting his own action to

his word, directs the company thus: Simon says,

Thumbs up ; Simon says, Thumbs down ; Simon

says, Wiggle-waggle. Which he is going to say

the company never know, and they have difficulty

accordingly in adjusting their thumb-movements

to his swiftly recurring orders. Will the Unita-

rian Conference at Saratoga next week, with re-

gard to the long-disputed theological phrases of

its Constitution, say, "Thumbs up," or "Thumbs

down," or (as two years ago) "Wiggle-waggle" ?

Ourhope is that theywill stop the child's play,

and declare evermore for a frank, open hand, ad-

junct of a free mind, innocent of all mere secta-

rian imitation or manipulation, and ready to clasp

fellowship with any earnest worker in any earnest

work.

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

THE SCIENCE MEETINGS IN MONTREAL

AND PHILADELPHIA.

The idea of the British Association for the

Advancement of Science was a happy one, the

formation of a body interested inscience,popular

in its character, easily joined by all who wish to do

so, and migrating yearly from city to city and

town to town. Its open parliament has given the

ablest students of nature in Great Britain an

opportunity to publish their researches, with all

the advantages of face-to-face free and competent

discussion. Nor has it denied the same privilege

to unknown men of merit. At the Association

meetings, friendships are formed and cemented,

which but for these gatherings would never do

their work of cheer and stimulus. The sugges-

tions of thoughtful men thrown out in conference

often prove to their hearers the seed of fruitful

experiment and research. The specialist brings

his fact to the common storehouse,and the philos-

opher and generalizer enounce the laws and prin-

ciples according to which exploration may most

profitably be extended. An entomologist or chem-

ist finds that manyworlds exist besides the one in

which he toils, and grows to respect men in other

fields, animated by his own care, patience, and

faithfulness in the search for truth.

The American Association, based on the lines of

its British prototype,has done similar goodwork.

Its independence of popular prejudice is, however,

less striking. Evolution was proclaimed as the

key to the interpretation of nature by the British

Association years before its American offspring

dared the statement. In the matter too of cur-

tailing camp-following, we have much to learn

from our kin beyond sea. Our British brethren

suffer from the difficulty presented by keeping a

popular organization free from the parasiteswho

are attracted by its picnic elements. Yet they

exercise a watchfulness in this direction which we

might well copy. Many of the best students and

thinkers among us are repelled from our Associa-

tion by the rabble who gather at the receptions,

excursions, and the entertainments provided gratis

by an unwise hospitality. A rigid contraction in

this department would do great good. So also,

perhaps, would the requirement of some original

thesis, experiment, or research to qualify for such

full membership as might entitle a student to the

privileges of the Association year by year.

Crossing the Atlantic to hold ameeting of the

British Association in Montreal marks a new era

in science. Steam has bridged the ocean which

hitherto divided the two halves of a great people.

Montreal was visited during its meeting by

many eminent American scientists, and the visit

was returned by a goodly company of their Brit-

ish and Canadian brethren, who went to Philadel-

phia. At Montreal there was disappointment at

the absence of Sir John Lubbock and Sir John

Dalton Hooker, who were to have attended; but

a galaxy of scientific stars were there to interest

and instruct vast audiences. Among these may be

named Sir William Thomson and W. H. Preece,

the two first electricians living ; Sir Frederick

Bramwell, the projector of the Dover-Calais tun-

nel and the Manchester and Liverpool canal ;

George H. Darwin, as eminent as his father was

at his age, but in mathematics instead of natural

history ; Dr. E. B. Tylor, first of living anthro-

pologists and author of Primitive Culture; Sir

Richard Temple, heir to a famous name, great as

an administrator in India,and an authority in all

matters of state, economics, and finance; Lord

Rayleigh, who has chosen the better part of sci-

ence to the idle splendors of a peerage, and instead

of dawdling about London devotes himself to
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original researchand teaching in Cambridge Uni-

versity.

Besides these were John Couch Adams, who
directed observers where they should find Neptune

from calculations worked out from the perturba-

tions noted in the orbits of its neighboring planets ;

Prof. Geikie, foremost of British geologists ; Sir

Charles Roscoe, perhaps the leading mind among

English chemists ; James Glaisher, famous both as

astronomer and aeronaut; and Capt. Bedford Pim,

arctic explorer, and the man of all others who

brought the Association across the ocean, and

made its meeting in Montreal asuccess.

of microscopic observation, are doubtless building

better than they know structures for human use

and elevation, defences against the evils which
still beset mankind.

MONTREAL, Sept. 11, 1884.

PYTHAGORAS.

G. I.

outraged conscience) is broken; and aworld of

higherharmony, a reign of grace, is founded. As

the Pythiangod Apollo sits enthroned at Delphi,

the god of light andright." In spring,Apollo was

fabled to return to the steep of Delphi, his oracular

See, in a cardrawn by swans from the mysterious

land of the Hyperboreans, who knew not old age

or death, according to the myth concerning them

as handeddown to us byPindar. At the approach

of the Delphic deity, the Grecian olive groves,

meadows, and thickets burst into song; and so did

the disciples of Pythagoras, who were wont to sit

in a group, while one of their number sang to the

music of aharp what they called their vernal pæan,

or spring carol, incelebration of the advent of the

god of "sweetness and light." "The music of the

spheres" is a phrase said to have beenoriginated

by Pythagoras, who inferred from the fitness and

proportion which everywhere reigns in nature that

the result of the cosmic movements mustbe a per-

petual melody, but audible to soul rather than

sense. Longfellow has a fine allusion to Pythag-

oras, as the inventor of the seven-stringed lyre :-

"I saw with its celestial keys,

Its chords of air, its frets of fire,

The Samian's great Eolian lyre

Rising through all its seven-fold bars

From earth unto the fixéd stars ."

Occasionally, it is salutary to revert to the dawn

of civilization, to go back far enough to find

ourselves under that "distant Grecian sky" of

which Schiller speaks, which overarched the island-

cradles of primitive reflective thought, art, poetry,

and rational inquiry and curiosity as to the phe-

nomenal world, such as Samos, Teos, Chios, and

the other members of the famous old Panionian

confederacy in the eastern Mediterranean. There

the world of the West first became reflective and

philosophic as well as poetical. There the blind

old man of Scio's rocky isle was beguiled by im-

mortal dreams ; and there the Samian sage, Pythag-

oras, had his birth, so that the region mentioned

seems to be overhung by the eternal morning-red

of primitive genius. Pythagoras looms vaguely

from the remote Ionian past as a primitive astron-

omer, mystic, ascetic, social reformer, and far-trav-

elled sage and thoughtful spectator of, rather than

participant in, the Olympic games of life. He is

also represented as having been a charlatan and

miracle-monger. But such a reputation invariably

attached itself in primitive times to all men of

superior wisdom, knowledge, and insight, as all

such were supposed by their barbaric contempo-

raries to exercise a magical power over nature,-

Pythagoras flourished some twenty-five centuries

ago. He first called the universe Kosmos, imply-

ing by the name that natura rerum was throughout

alaw-regulatedsystem. Inthusdesignatingnature,

he was the forerunner of the science of to-day, and

of Humboldt, the grandest summarizer of the re-

sults of modern scientific research. He also is said

to have invented the words "philosopher" and

"philosophy,"-words which properly and modestly

indicate the limitations of the human intellect in

the presence of the mystery of existence, charac-

terizing the efforts of that intellect to penetrate to

the reality of things as rather indicating a love of

truth and pursuit of it than an ability to attain

to it. Pythagoras and his disciples were devotees

of the Apolline worship,-the most beautiful, sig-

nificant, and widely influential branch of Grecian

polytheism. Apollo was in a special manner the

presiding deity of Grecian civilization and Grecian

genius. He was the god of light and poesy and

rational forecast,-the deity of that oracle religion,

whose priesthood professed to be able to foretell

the events which constituted the historic evolution

of primitive mankind. "In the entire religious

life of the Greeks," says Ernst Curtius, the latest

and best of the historians of primitiveGreece, "no

great epoch is more clearlymarked than the first

appearance of Apollo. It resembles a second day❘osophic congregation calledthe Italian School. As

of creation in the history of their spiritual de-

velopment. In all the Greek towns, from which

arich treasure of myths has been handeddown to

us, there attaches itself to his blessed arrival a

lofty revolution of the social order of things, a

higher developmentof life. Theroads are levelled,

the quarters of the towns are marked out, the

castles are encircled with walls, things sacred are

Perhaps some readers of The Index will ask,

Were thereno distinctively radical thinkers present

to show how inimical is science in result and drift

to the superstitious still so well intrenched in

America? Prof. Felix Adler, of New York, was

perhaps the only one present who might have

satisfied the demand here supposed to be made.

On the Sunday afternoon of science week, he

filled the large hall where the public meetings of

theAssociation were held tohear amasterly expo-

sition of the ethical movement which he has

established, and which he conducts with so rare

a union of the enthusiasm of an idealist and the

common sense of a man of business. His dis-

course was an appeal to conscience, and did not

deal with the oft-fought battle of science against

the theologies. Far more potent than any such

attack was the atmosphere of the Association and

the fundamental principles on which its work moves

forward. Every student and experimenter present

thinks andworks in the faith that nature is inva-

riable, that law reigns, and that neither miracle

nor supernatural interference shall perturb the re-

sults of observation and careful deduction. The

economists who discussed the problems of prop-

erty, thebetterment and relief of man's estate, did

not take account of any other than natural forces

andhuman motives. These, perhaps implicitly by

many of the Association, stand for manifestations

of the divine mind and intent. No one for a

moment, however, mentioned any Force or Design

which science is not privileged to investigate, nor

the necessity for believing anything not to be

understood. The faith which seemed to animate

the meeting was the faith that happiness is the

aim of life, knowledge its means, and morality its

price. All this is vastly more destructive of the

baneful elementsof theology than direct assaults,

which may not always discriminate between the

wheat and chaff of organized religions. How can

dogma and assumptions of infallible finalities sur-

vivethespectacle of conceptions of truth presented

modestly for correction, comparison, and indefinite

enlargement, this, too, by the foremost living

authorities in their several departments ? How

striking, too, the rigid truthfulness of men who,

basing their life-work on the great finder thought

that development is the law of life, still openly

declare the gaps where evidence for their faith is

lacking, and proclaim, for example, that spontane-

ous generation is as yet unknown to their observa-

tion! The disinterestedness, too, of the students of

pure science is not without its beneficial effect on

their entertainers. Nomerchantprince canbe the

host of a mandevoted to original research and pa-

tient abstract thought without being in some meas-

ure aroused to the responsibilities of wealth in en-

dowing the work which has no direct money value,

but an immeasurable indirect value to mankind.

Little did the old Greek geometers think, when

they studied ellipse and parabola, that they were

founding sciences of astronomy, navigation, and

engineering! But so itwas; and the students of

to-daywho areendeavoring to map out molecular

paths, and discern the genesis of life at the limits

separated from things profane, the sound of song

andstringed instruments is heard,menapproach

nearer to the gods ; Zeus speaks to them through

his prophets; and guilt, even the guilt of blood,

no longer rests inexpiable like a leaden weight on

ill-fated man,-no longer drags itself as a curse

fromgeneration togeneration. Thedread power

of the Erinnyes (the Furies, the avengers of the

...

As has been said, Pythagoras was an Ionian

Greek, which was the democratic, progressive,

rational, artistic, commercial branch of the Hel-

lenic family. Of this branch, Humboldt says in

the second volume of his Kosmos that it was re-

markable for "a mobility which, under the stimulus

of an eager spirit of inquiry and an ever-wakeful

activity, was alike manifested in a faculty for

mental contemplation and sensuous perception.

Directed by the objective bent of their mode of

thought and adorned by a luxuriance of fancy in

poetry and art, the Ionians scattered the benefi-

cent germs of progressive cultivation wherever

they established their colonies in other countries. "

(Humboldt's Kosmos, Vol. II.) The first historic

explorer of the western Mediterranean Sea was a

Samian, like Pythagoras, namely, Kolæus, who was

blown by a tempest in primitive times through

what are now called the Straits of Gibraltar into

the great outer-ocean. The Ionian Greeks were

the original free thinkers and scientists of the

West. Democritos and Herakleitos were Ionians,

as well as Anaxagoras of Lampsahos, who was the

friend and instructor of Perikles, Euripides, the

scenic poet, and of Aspasia, the Ionian charmer by

her beauty and wisdom. Frederick von Schlegel

says that Pythagoras and his followers held the

same system of the universe which modern astron-

omy teaches. By the phrase "kosmos," Pythagoras

defined the universe as an harmonious whole. The

tyrannywhich reigned over his native Samos drove

Pythagoras to Crotona in Italy, where he estab-

lished, according to Tennemann, a species of phil-

another authority says, "By forming anenlightened

aristocracy of highly cultivated minds, of men of

scientific attainments and of pure and noble

morals, he hoped to establish a new and better

polity, such as might check the reigning anarchy

and revolutionary spirit of democracy" which dis-

tracted all the little factious city States and

Republics into which Greece, both Greece proper

and the outside Hellenic world, were then divided.

But it was a hopeless task which the Samian and

his disciples undertook,-to hush and allay the

rivalries and factions of the Hellenic world, which

were inextinguishable. By attempting to inter-

fere with matters outside of his life of contem-

plation and reflective and scientific thought and

to pour oil on the turbulent waters of Greek po-
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litical life, Pythagoras perished. He is represented

to have been an ascetic and vegetarian. In the

fifteenth book of the Metamorphoses of Ovid, we

have a vivid picture of him haranguing his school

of pupils and disciples at Crotona, who listened,

hushed into the profoundest awe and silence, to

the words of the master (ipse dixit). He is re-

ported by the Roman poet as opening his dis

course with a special exhortation to his pupils to

confine themselves to a bloodless, vegetable diet.

"Oh, pollute not your bodies," he exclaims, "with

hideous viands of flesh and blood, with a loath-

some animal diet! Let such be prohibited articles,

so far as your boards are concerned. Are there

not luscious fruits, which make the boughs of the

trees droop by their weight ? Are there not grapes

swollen with delicious purple ripeness on the

vines? Are there not nutritious garden vegeta-

bles, culinary herbs, which can be rendered edible

by fire ? Are there not milk and honey fragrant

with the scent of thyme? The earth, prodigal of

aliment, sets forth a table for man amply pro-

vided with dainties which require not the handof

the slayer and drip not with blood. Wild beasts

appease their hunger with flesh. But the tame

animals, such as the horse, flocks, and herds, are

vegetarians."

Passing from the topic of diet to physics, Ovid

represents Pythagoras as teaching the doctrine of

the conservation and transmutation of force. For

hemakeshim saythat nothing perishes, but things

and forces are undergoing a ceaseless round of

transformations and changes, or, in other words,

in this phenomenal world

"Naughtmay endure but mutability."

All mundane things are in a state of perpetual

flux. "I have seen," says Pythagoras, in this

Crotona discourse, "what had once been solid

land turned to sea; and, on the other hand, I

have seen the sea turned into dry land. Sea shells

are found lying far from the beach. Anold an-

chor has been found lying high and dry on the

summit of a mountain. What was once plain has

been furrowed into a valley by the descent of

waters." Apropos of the above quotation, Pythag-

oras was represented in his character of thauma

turgist, or miracle-monger, as having lived many

lives in the bodies of various heroic personages,

and as having retained a vivid memory of the

incidents of each of these lives, so that his own

multi-personal experiences would give him an ex-

tensivegeological perspective, such as is implied in

beyond Egypt to India, where he, doubtless, be-

came inoculated with a Brahminical kindliness for

the lower animals and a horror of utilizing their

flesh for food. Pythagoras was, during a part of

his life, a contemporary of Buddha. At any rate,

it is manifest that his scientific Ionian mindhad

contracted a deep taint of Oriental mysticism,

probably in India, the cradle of religious mysti-

cism and asceticism; possibly bycommunion with

"the Light of Asia" himself, for he might have

seen the Hindu prophet in the early part of his

career.
B. W. BALL.

THE FAMILY UNIT.

The New York Sun of August 10 publishes a

column from the triennial charge of Bishop Little-

john, under the title "The Church and the

Family."

In this charge, so remarkable for its retrogres-

sive philosophy, the bishop deplores the spread of

the great Protestant and republican idea of indi-

vidual conscience and judgment, undermining, as

he thinks it does, the authority of the Church and

the unity of the family, and tending to social dis-

integrations and political anarchy. And the pivot

of all these pending calamities, the bishop evi-

dently thinks, is the growing independence and

higher education ofwoman. Hence, he is opposed

to co-education, and all the liberal legislation that

for the last forty years has secured to married

women their wages, children, property, and the

right to escape from the conjugal yoke whenever

galling and oppressive.

"Practically," says the bishop, "we have reached

a point where the wife may cease to have property

interests in common with her husband, may control

absolutely her own means of living, and determine

for herself the scale of expenditures that will suit

her tastes or her caprices." The man is no longer

thehead of the household, the husband. It has been

made"an open question whether the man or his wife

will fulfil that function," and "a community of in-

terests, with the recognized authority of the husband

to rule the wife, and the recognized duty of the wife

to obey that authority, is no longer deemed expe-

dient or necessary." This rebellion against the old

view of marriage is so strong that inmany cases the

word "obey" is omitted from the marriage service.

Well, good bishop, that is what we have been

laboring for nearly half a century; and, if it is prac-

tically accomplished, there is no reason why mar-

riedwomen should desire to return to the "family

unit" idea, as set forth in the old common law of

the above quotation,which reminds us of Tenny. England. If menwho are so afraidof "divided

son's lines :-

"Where rolls the deep, there grew the tree,-

Oearth, what changes thou hast seen !

There, where the long street roars, hath been

The stillness of the central sea.

The hills are shadows, and they flow

From form to form, and nothing stands;

They melt like mist, the solid lands,-

Like clouds they shape themselves and go."

interests" would prefer to bury themselves in the

"familyunit" rather than have that time-honored

idea sacrificed, if they wish to be under theabso-

lute control of their wives, to have no right to

their property, wages, children, no name even, if

they really think slavery in the "family unit" is

more blessed than individual freedom, no doubt

wives generallywould consent to let them try it

for a season, feeling assured that in due time they,

too, would assert themselves as equal factors in the

conjugal problem.

spheres of action, and fitted woman for a condi-

tion of subjection.

It seems that the Pythagoreans were communists

The sayings attributed to Pythagoras and the

anecdotes of him are numerous. By intently gaz-

ing, one seems to see, through the haze of time If we should make this proposition to these cler-

and tradition, a splendid Ionian-Greek primitive❘ical gentlemen, they would probably decline it on

thinker, scientist, poet, and traveller, with much of ❘ the ground thatGod had ordained them for other

the sacerdotal, mystic, and ascetic in his mind and

appearance, a worshipper of light,a rationalist, and

discerner of the true system of nature or the

phenomenal world, whose mode of designating it

(kosmos) is current at this day. Dr. Oswald, in

his book called The Secret of the East, alleges that

Pythagoras intended to introduce the superstition

of the Hindu Gnostics into Greece, but that he

If this is so, it is very remarkable that, accord-

ing to the bishop,woman should have practically

set the whole plan at defiance and shattered the

"family unit" into fragments. If the "family

unit," in which the husband is endowed with abso-

lute power and the wife made a mere subject, is

We find the birds, the fish, the trees, the flowers,

the stars, all alike moving onin harmony and order

in their appointed spheres of action, showing that

a wise brain planned the natural world and a

skilled hand carried out the design. But the

"family unit" never did run smoothly: the silent

partner, without property or name,has always been

in a condition of chronic rebellion. Hence,wemay

rationally conclude, Bishop Littlejohn to the con-

trary, that it is not "God's ordinance," but "man's

contrivance," to get all power into his ownhands.

Again says the bishop :-

Individualism resents the restraints and the author-

ityof the Church. Men andwomen consider it their

"indefeasible right to believe as much or as little as

they please, to arrange their own church fellow-

ships," and refuse to recognize the dignity and

authority of the sacred ministry. Denying author-

ity in the Church, they deny authority in the family.

"The transition is easy from heresy in doctrine to

heresy in morals, from schism in the Church to

schisım in family and in the State."

The preservation and protection of the family he

regards as the peculiar duty of the Church, which is

especially called on at this time to guard the sanc-

tities of the home, because they are so seriously

threatened by present secular influences.

Again, the Church must strictly enforce her doc-

trines as to marriage and divorce, clash as they may

with the spirit of the time and the laws of the State.

"If it be outside the province of the State to treat

marriage as more than a contract between aman and

awoman, the Church must make it understood, as it

is not, that it is inside her province to treat it as a

thing instituted of God."

In a series of lectures last winter during Lent,

when even men are supposed to be in a humble

frame of mind, Rev. Morgan A. Dix elaborated

similar ideas, to which crowds of worshipful

women listened with pious resignation and becom-

ing respect. In one breath these bishops tell us

that woman owes all the freedom and dignity of

her present position to the Church, and in the

next breath that the higher education she now

enjoys and all the civil rights now secured are

"opposed to the laws of God and the teachings of

Christianity."

Whether woman, with her own unassisted com-

mon sense, will ever be able to find out the natural

laws of her being,her rights andduties, under the

steadyoutpouring of these clerical assumptions, is

aserious question.

The above quotations are a fair sample of the

false anddegrading teachings of the pulpit to day

inregard to woman. The Catholic Church in its

palmiestdays nevermade amore audaciousstate-
ment of its authority over the opinions and acts

of the people than this bishop heredoes in claim-

ing the absolute control of individual faith, of

family life, of the civil laws regulating the mar-

riage institution, and the right to enforce the doc-

trines of the Church, "however they may clash

with the spirit of the age and the laws of the State."

The Free Religious movement to uphold the secular

nature of our government and to resist all en-

croachments of the Church beyond its legitimate

domain has been inaugurated none too soon to

preserve the individual freedom of our people.

In the growing intelligence and independence of

woman, the Church sees the end of authority and

superstition, and hence of her power to mould the

institutions of the family and the State to her will.

Every step that woman has taken thus far in

the march of progress, she has encountered the

serious opposition of the Church, alike in her de-

mands for social, civil, and political equality.

succeeded only in reforming the hygienic habits "God's ordinance," it is somewhat remarkable that ableplace in the world of work, the reply of the

To all our earnest appeals for personal and

property rights, for higher education, for an honor-

of his countrymen. The vegetarianism of the

Samian sage would seem to imply that he travelled

the woman should not have been so constituted as

to accept the situation.

sectarian press has ever been "Infidelity ! " "Free

love ! " "The destruction of the family unit ! "
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But,while these ominouswords haveserved the

purpose for those who had no arguments, they

have no special significance to us who for over

fortyyears have listened to the sad refrain, so out

oftune with the times in which we live.

ELIZABETH CADY STANΤΟΝ.

IN MEMORIAM :

Miss M. A. Hardaker.

It iswithdeep regret that we record the death

of Miss M. A. Hardaker, which occurred on the

9th inst., at Canton, N.Y., whither she hadgone,

afewweeks previous, with the consumptive's illu-

sive hope of soon regaining health and strength.
When she left this city last June, she spoke with

confidence of her recovery and return; but her

physicalcondition, indicating plainlythe progress
the insidious disease had made, only impressed

her friends with the painful conviction that her

work was done, and that death would soon end

her earthlyhopes and ambitions. Miss Hardaker

was born at Warren, Me., in 1845. She was edu-

cated at the Canton University. After her gradu-

ation, she taught for some time, and then went

toGermany, where she studied, and also taught a

private school for the children of American resl-

dents. Returning to this country in 1876, she

accepted the position of a high school teacher in

Chelsea. Soon afterward, she made writing for

the press a profession; and her articles, which

were marked by vigor of thought, analytical abil-

ity, and a fine and rather unique literary style,

commanded the attention which they justly mer-

ited. Her name was brought into peculiar promi-

nencebyher articles published in the North Amer-

ican Review and the Popular Science Monthly, in

opposition to woman suffrage, which called out

numerous replies, and excited very general discus-

sion of the subjects treated. Between three and

four years prior to her death, she was attached to

the BostonEvening Transcript, and was the writer

of many of the ablest and most brilliant editorials

which appeared in that paper. Her article on

Emerson and Matthew Arnold-which, in our

opinion, was the best reply to Arnold's lecture on

Emerson that was published in this country, not

excepting E. P. Whipple's paper in the North

American Review-attracted wide attention, and

brought her from literary critics many words of

approval and praise. She had a large acquaint-

ance with literature, was a goodGerman scholar,

was deeply interested in and acquainted with

physical science, and fond of philosophical discus-

sion. From her Alma Mater, she received about

three years ago the degrees of Ph.D. and M.A., to

which she was more entitled by her talents and

attainments than the majority of men uponwhom

these honors are bestowed. She was aggressive,

independent, and courageous, and, although small

and frail physically, she was intellectually more

masculine than feminine. Social, cheerful, and

self-contained, with an easycommandof language,

of which deliberateness andprecision of statement

were prominent characteristics, she was always

instructive and entertaining in discussion and

conversation. Of the Parker Memorial Science

Class, she was an active and leading spirit ; and,

from that body, her familiar face and voice will

be sadly missed. A more thorough going mate-

rialist than was Miss Hardaker we never knew,
nor expect to meet; and she never hesitated to

express her philosophical views plainly andfrankly

whenthe occasion required or she felt disposed
to speak of them at all. For Biblical criticism

she had no taste, and attacks on theology she re-

garded as awaste of time and strength. In her

death, The Inder has lost one of its valued con-

tributors. Her death will be mourned bynumer-

ous personal friends, and not least by those who

differed from her in some of her theories, but

esteemed her for her many admirable qualities of

head and heart.

OUR SOCIAL SUPPER.

B. F. U.

Members of the Free Religious Association and

all other friends of free thought are cordially in-

vited to the Social Supper in Parker Fraternity

Hall, corner of Berkeley andAppleton Streets, on

Wednesday, October 1. The doors will be open at

6 P.M. , and the repast will be followed at 8 P.M.

by an address by Miss Mary F. Eastman. Mr.

W. J. Potter will preside. The last hour, from

9 to 10 P.M., is to be given to social conversation.

Friends are requested to apply early for tickets,

which will be for sale at fifty cents each at The

Index office.

F. M. HOLLAND,

Assistant Secretary.

THE OCTOBER SOCIAL MEETING .

The appropriate committee of the Free Relig-

ious Association have already given notice of the

proposed social and literarymeeting to be held at

Parker Fraternity Hall on the evening of Octo-

ber 1. But we desire to call the attention of our

readers, particularly of those in Boston andvicinity,

to the occasion, and bespeak their interest in mak-

ing it a success. This meeting is the first to be

held under a plan that was adopted at the last

annual meeting of the Association, according to a

resolution as follows : "That (in order better to

promote the objects of the Free Religious Associa-

tion) a series of four meetings shall be held in

Bostonnear the first of the approaching months,

October, December, February, and April ; that the

programme for these meetings consist: first, of a

simple repast, 7 to 8 P.M.; second, of a half-hour's

dissertation, followed by five-minute addresses by

chosen speakers, 8 to 9 P.M.; third, of informal

conversation, 9 to 10 P.M." The Committee are

making preparations that will insure an interesting

and profitable evening. They have been fortunate

in securing Miss Mary F. Eastman for the disser-

tation, and there will be no lack of good five-

minute men and women to follow. Tickets for

the evening, including the supper, are put at the

low price of fifty cents, and can be obtained at

The Index office. The Association does not expect

to make any money out of this enterprise, but it

does hope that the interests and objects of the

Association will be advanced; and that the liberal-

minded people, who are near enough to come to-

gether in these companies,will not miss the oppor-

tunity thus to cultivate acquaintance,and to receive

new invigoration at this expected symposium of

ideas.

EDITORIAL NOTES .

BY B. F. U.

W. J. P.

MR. JOHN FISKE's paper, read before the Con-

cord School of Philosophy,will soon be published

in book form by Houghton, Mifflin & Co.

A RELIGIOUS journal confesses, in view of the

cycle of defalcations and stealings through which
thecountry is passing, that "our morality is break-

ing down before temptation rather discourag-

ingly." Perhaps it would have been better if
morality had been preached more and dogmas
less. Boston Herald.

In a speech delivered in this city last week,

which we find printed in the Commonwealth,

Emory A. Storrs spoke of the Independents as

"anassorted lot of gentlemen, half of whom deny

the existence of a God, and the other half ofwhom

believe that mankind, themselves included, were

developed from an ape."

MR. T. W. CURTIS, whose letter in regard to

the Convention of the New York Free-thinkers'

Association, held at Cassadaga September 3-7,

maybe found on another page, will favor us next

week with a report of the proceedings of the

National Liberal League, whose Eighth Annual

Congress was held at the same place September

8and9.

THE "Appleton Street Chapel," after a year's

prosperous experience, is now holding Sunday

afternoon meetings in the Parker Memorial Fra-

ternityRooms. Mr. W. G. Babcock, the regular
speaker, gives special attention to the culture of

the young, a work in which he delights, and for

whichhe is remarkably wellqualified. He informs

us that two new teachers for the study hours,

from 2 to 3 P.M., would be welcomed by him and

hissociety.

We shall soon print Mr. Moncure D. Conway's

"Apologia" (closing discourse in review of his

ministry of thirty-three and one-third years) ,

which the author has revised for The Index, and

which, when published, will serve to correct cer-

tain misrepresentations that have appeared in

American journals regarding it. Acable despatch

stated that Mr. Conway said he had been over-

thrown by Orthodoxy, when his actual statement

was that he hadwrestled with his fears of Ortho-

doxy, and overthrown the phantom. In abusiness

letter, Mr. Conway writes : "I see that some of the

American zealots are trying to make me out a

reactionist in religion. The reverse is the fact.

Ibecome more unorthodox every day of my life."

THE Meriden Press Recorder of September 13

contains papers read on Monday evening, Septem-

ber 8, bymembers of the Meriden Scientific Asso-

ciation, in memory of Miss Emily J. Leonard.

From some of those papers, we shall give extracts

in another number of The Index. The same jour-

nal contains the following resolutions, which were

adopted by the Association July 21, 1884 :

WHEREAS the botanist of this Association, Miss

Emily J. Leonard, has been laid to rest beneath the

wild flowers which she loved so well, therefore,-

Resolved, That we recognize in Miss Leonard a

woman of rare intellectual endowments, a fine clas-

sical scholar, amost devoted and enthusiastic student

of nature, and a most faithful and laborious member

of this Association.

Resolved, That, in her favorite field of botanical

research, in town or State, Miss Leonard had few

superiors. Our own herbarium attests the accuracy

ofherbotanical knowledge, noless than her untiring

industry ; while the recognition of her personal dis-

coveries by eminent botanists of this and other States

shows the appreciation of her collections abroad.

And, now that her last collection has been made, our

fields and mountains will miss her familiar footsteps,

ourwild flowers will weep, and Flora herself mourn

forher loved disciple.

Resolved, That, as members of the Meriden Scien-

tific Association, to which Miss Leonard was so

devoted, and to whose exercises her carefully pre-

pared papers contributed so much of knowledge and

interest, if we may not hope to equal her in the rich-

ness and originality of her contributions, we will

endeavor to imitate her in her zeal and devotion

to truth, and in the promptitude with which she

responded to all the calls of the Association.

Resolved, That, at the next meeting of the Associa-

tion, Monday evening, September 8, Dr. C. H. S.

Davis be requested to present a sketch of the life and

scientific labors of Miss Leonard; that other mem-

bers be invited to speak in memoriam ; and that the

meeting itself be memorial, with reference to her life

anddeath.
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THEobjects ofTHE INDEXx may be defined by the objects

of the Free Religious Association ; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-

towship in the spirit, and to encourage the scientific study

of man's religious nature and history" ; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks

these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.

It would subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations-the Christian no less

than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipate Re-
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may be put more effectually to the service of a higher
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A Study of Primitive Christianity.

BY LEWIS G. JANES.

IV.

THEOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF THE RE-

LIGION OF JESUS.

It is our purpose, in this and the succeeding

lecture, to give as clear and distinct a presentation

as possible of the salient points in the life and

teachings of Jesus. As has already been fore-

shadowed, our chief, I may almost say our sole,
reliance will be placed upon the Synoptic Gospels,

especially upon that consensus of statement known

as the Triple Tradition. Next to that, we shall

accept as most reliable the separate statements of

Mark and Matthew, and, after them, of Luke.

The Fourth Gospel will be deemed of value to us

only in so far as it confirms the synoptical tradi-

tion in certain particulars, and also in so far as it

throws light upon the question of the natural

growth of Christian doctrine, and of the mythical

and miraculous legends which gathered around

the human life of the founder of Christianity,

as they have also gathered around and partially

obscured the lives of other religious teachers .

Omitting this portion of our subject for the pres-

ent for separate treatment hereafter, all that we

really know of the life of Jesus and of his theo-

logical beliefs may be briefly sketched.

Uuhistorical aud Unreliable Character of the

Birth Stories,

Ofhis early history, our information is extremely

limited. He was born, doubtless, in Nazareth,* a

small hillside town in Galilee, from three to eight

years before the first year of our era, as at present

improperly reckoned. Herod the Great died about

four years before the commencement of the Chris-

tian era; and, if the tradition, which assigns the

birth of Jesus to his reign, can be deemed reliable,

the question of his earlier birth is definitely set-

tled. The exact year, however, or time of the

year, is absolutely unknown. The earlier tradi-

*Mark: i . , 9, 24; vi. , 4; x. , 47; xiv., 67 ; xvi. , 6 ; Matt.:

iv. , 13; xxi. , 11 ; xxvi . , 71 ; Luke : iv., 16, 23, 24; xviii. , 37 ;

xxiii. , 6, 7; xxiv. , 19 ; John: i. , 45, 46; V., 44; xix., 19, etc.

tion fixed the spring as the season of his birth.

The final acceptance of the 25th of December,

some centuries later, grew out of the substitution

of the Christian festivities for the Roman Satur-

nalia and Mithraic festivals, which occurred at the

period of the winter solstice, and celebrated the

triumph of the god of light in the growing day.

This dayhad long beenknown among the Romans

as dies natalis solis invicti,-the birthday of the

conquering sun.

The stories of the birth in Bethlehem are mu-

tually contradictory and irreconcilable. They are

not even mentioned in Mark, the oldest of the

Gospels, or in the Fourth Gospel. They are

alluded to nowhere in the other Gospels except in

the contradictory accounts of the opening chapters.

Matthew * states that the family of Joseph first

lived in Bethlehem of Judea, fled to Egypt to

avoid the massacre of infants ordered by King

Herod, and on their return thence chose Nazareth

in Galilee as their home, from fear of Archelaus,

the son and successor of Herod. Luke,† on the

contrary, represents them as dwelling originally in

Nazareth, and going to Bethlehem, the home of

their ancestors, to be enrolled for taxation. He

knows nothing of the journey into Egypt reported

by Matthew. There is no historical evidence of

any enrolment or assessment of taxes at the time

allegedby Luke, or of any customwhich required
families to be enrolled at the home of their ances-

tors instead of their own dwelling-place. ‡ The

only assessment of which we have any information

occurring near this period took place ten or more

years subsequent to the death of Herod, and not

until after the deposition of Archelaus. The

massacre of the children is also a wholly unhis-

torical and improbable legend. Josephus, who

willingly records everything which bears against
the character of Herod, knows nothing of this

occurrence. Similar stories are related of Krishna,

one of the avatars or incarnations of the Hindu

god Vishnu, of Moses, the Hebrew law-giver, and

of Sargon, an Akkadian king,-all probably ref-

erable to current solar mythologies for their

explanations. The legend of the birth in Bethle-

hem grew, probably, out of a misrepresentation of

a passage in Micah (v., 2), erroneously supposed

to be a prophecy of the Messiah .

The Parentage and Ancestry of Jesus.

Theparents of Jesus were Joseph and Mary,
humble Galilean peasants. Except in the contra-

dictory legends of Matthew and Luke, and in the

still more extravagant and incredible stories of

the Apocryphal Gospels, we have no confirmation

of any contemporary belief in the miraculous birth

of a virgin. This story conflicts with the genealo-

gies contained in these early chapters of the First

and Third Gospels, which trace the lineage of

Jesus through Joseph as his natural father. The

Nazarenes, or Ebionites,-a very early sect of

Jewish Christians, who numbered among them-

selves the descendants of the family of Jesus,-

rejected this legend, which doubtless grew out of

the misinterpretation of an Old Testament text . [[

Joseph and Mary probably had a considerable

family of children, the brothers and sisters of

Jesus, -a fact frequently recognized by the

Evangelists, and also by the writers of the Apoc-

ryphal Gospels. James, the brother of Jesus,

subsequently became a recognized leader of the

Nazarenes, or Jewish sect of Christians. Some

† Chapter ii.

early writers suppose Joseph to have been a

widower with children before his marriage with

Mary; others, that the brothers and sisters of

Jesus were all younger than himself. But these

suppositions are wholly conjectural : we really

know nothing in regard to the matter.

We have no reliable evidence that Jesus bore

any relationship to David or the royal line of

Israel. His birth and residence in Galilee, out of

the region allotted to the tribe to which David

and Solomon belonged, would tend to discredit

this tradition, which doubtless grew up after the

rôle of the Jewish Messiah had been assigned to

Jesus. In the Triple Tradition, indeed,he appears

expressly to disclaim this ancestry, arguing in

favor of his own Messianic pretensions that, since

David called the Messiah his Lord, he could not

therefore be his son or descendant.*

His Early Life and Occupations.

The father of Jesus was a carpenter; and early

traditions, both of the canonical and Apocryphal

Gospels, represent Jesus as working with him at

his trade. With the single exception ofthe story

of his contest with the rabbis in the temple,

recorded in the Third Gospel, which reminds us

of a similar legend in the life of Buddha, we have

absolutely no reliable tradition of his early life.

The early maturity of Jewish youth makes this

legend not wholly improbable, though it would

appear more reasonable to assign the locality of

the occurrence, if it ever happened, to some Gali-

lean synagogue, rather than to the temple at

Jerusalem. At the synagogue and the schools

connected therewith, Jesus was doubtless in-

structed in the Law and the Prophets, according

to the uncritical methods of interpretation then in

vogue; and here also he may have learned some-

thing of the disputations of the rabbis of the

different Pharisaical schools. There is no evi-

dence, however, that he received any general or

secular education, or that he knew any language

save his native Syro- Chaldaic tongue.

The Relations of Jesus with John the Baptist.

The oldest Gospel opens with abrief account of

his conversion and baptism by John the Baptist,

an episode in his life which is confirmed in the

triple tradition, as well as by the character of his

subsequent teaching, and may be accepted as his-

torical. The stories of the Third Gospel con-

cerning the birth of John the Baptist, and the

assumption of his relationship to Jesus, || must,

however, be rejected, not merely because of their

miraculous implications, but because they are irrec-

oncilable with the more reliable account of the

later relations of John and Jesus contained in the

synoptics. The tradition that John recognized

Jesus at the time of his baptism as one greater

than himself-as the Messiah of the Jews -is

wholly discredited by the consenting testimony of

the synoptical writers. If these legends hadhad

any foundation in fact, John, when in prison,

would never have had occasion to send his dis-

ciples to Jesus with the question, "Art thou he

who should come, or do we look for another ?" **

Wemust believe that Jesus was profoundly im-

pressed by the teaching of this remarkable man.

His impassioned exhortations to repentance, his

announcement of the speedy coming of the Mes-

sianic kingdom, his stern denunciation of the Phar-

isees and Sadducees as "a generation of vipers,"

his condemnation of riches and extortion, his

advocacy of a simple communistic life, are all

notably characteristic of the subsequent life and

*Chapter ii .

See Josephus and later Jewish historians. Also Renan,

Viede Jésus , etc.

§Matt.: 1. , 16; xiii ., 55; Luke: iii., 23; iv. , 22, etc.

|| Isaiah vii., 14. The word mistranslated "virgin" means

literally "young woman." The text has really no Messi-

anic significance or reference to any event in the remote

future. See Kuenen, Biblefor Learners, etc.

Mark vi. , 3, etc.

*Mark xii . , 35-37; Matt. xxii., 41-46; Luke xx., 41-44.

†Mark vi. , 3 , etc. + Luke ii. , 41-52.

§Marki , 1-11 ; compare Matt. iii . , 1-17 ; Luke iii., 1–22.

|Lukei. Matt. iii . , 14, 15, etc.

**Matt. xi. , 2-6; Luke vi. , 18-23.

-
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public teachings of the Prophet of Nazareth. *

His initiation to discipleship by the ceremony of

immersion, preceded by a confession of sins, to

which Jesus himself submitted,though not admin-

istered thereafter to others bythe founder of Chris-

tianity, was adopted by his disciples, and became

a solemn rite of the earliest Christian commu-

nities.t

Thepublic career of Jesus,according to the sy-

noptical writers, lasted only about one year. The

Fourth Gospel would extend this period to more

than three years; but, brief as the former time

appears, wehave no rational option but to accept

the necessary inference from the consenting ac-

counts of the synoptics. It is of the theological

or religious aspect of his teaching during this

short period of his public labors that we propose

now to treat, leaving its social and ethical phases

for subsequent consideration.

The Story of the Temptation.

We may infer from the legend of the tempta-

tion that Jesus withdrew into the wilderness after

his baptism, as was the custom of the Essenes, the

disciples of John the Baptist, the Buddhist monks,

and Hindu ascetics, for a period of fasting and

solitary meditation. That he should there be

tempted "of Satan," and ministered untoby angels,

as briefly reported by Mark, was quite in concur-

rence with the popular beliefs of his time and peo-

ple. This general and indefinite statement of the

oldest Gospel, confined to two brief verses, is ex-

panded into the long and circumstantial accounts

of the contest between Jesus and the devil, in

eleven verses of Matthew and thirteen of Luke,

wherein the enemy and Saviour of mankind are

made to quote Scripture at each other with the

facility ofmodern antagonistic sectarians,the only

evident point of superiority lying in the fact that

Jesushas the last word, and his antagonist retires

discomfited. The growth of the longer and less

natural version of the story out of a possible and

natural fact introductory to his career as a public

teacher, and its consequent legendary and unhis-

torical character, are too reasonable and apparent

to require more than the simple statement of the

record in confirmation thereof.

It is natural to suppose that the contact of Jesus

with the Baptist, andhis subsequent solitary med-

itations, greatly intensified certain convictions and

impulses which had long been growing withinhim.

His belief in the speedy coming of the heavenly

kingdom-an event everywhere anticipated in the

synoptics as about to occur in the then living gen-

eration-dominated his thought and controlled

his life thereafter. It involved the current concep-

tion,-derived, probably, from the Persian popular

belief, that the old order of things was to pass

speedily away, the world was to be renovated by

fire, and a new and eternal kingdom was to be

established, wherein the just would live forever in

perfect security and happiness. God himself, the

"heavenly Father," would be the ruler of this heav-

enly kingdom. The Messiah, or Deliverer, would

sit at his right hand and render judgmentto all

mankind according to the deserts of their past
lives.

Jewish Conception of the Character of God.

The conception of the Deity popularly held

among the Jews at the time of Jesus was still

strongly anthropomorphic, though less grossly so

than thatwhichwe find exemplified in the earlier

writings of the Old Testament. The harsher ele-

ments in the character of Yahweh had been modi-

fied, and the conception of his nature broadened

Matt. iii . , 7-12; Luke iii. , 7-18.

† Mark i. , 4; Luke iii ., 3, et seq. Mark i., 12, 13.

Matt. iv. , 1-11; Luke iv., 1-13.

and spiritualized by the experiences of the Jews

during andsubsequent to theBabylonian captivity.

Doubtless, something of this result is due to the

exalted spiritual conception of Ahura-Mazda held

by the Persians, and perhaps also in some degree,

though less evidently, to the broadening and lib-

eralizing influence of Hellenic culture. The stern,

jealous, tribal God of the Old Testament, resem-

bling an Orientaldespot inhis character and deal-

ings with men, had given place to one who was

the God of all the earth, the Father of his chosen

people, and, through their exaltation and suprem-

acy among the nations, some time to be recognized

as the Father and Ruler of the world. In its loft-

iest phase, as illustrated in the teachings of the

later prophets and the more enlightened of the

rabbis, the highest service of this heavenly Father

was made to consist, not in sacrifice or ceremonial,

but in the doing of righteousness.

Jesus' Doctrine of the Heavenly Father.

More fully than any of his contemporaries did

Jesus inherit the spirit and sublime ethical pur-

pose of the prophets. He regarded the Pharisaic

formalism of the times as superficial and displeas-

ing to the heavenly Father, and sought to bring

his people to theheavenly kingdom by stimulating

them to live righteous and true lives. He believed

firmly in the special, watchful providence of God.

Yahweh, in his thought, had a loving, personal

care over all his children. Not even a sparrow

could fall to the ground without his notice. He

dealt blessings upon all with an even hand. He

made his sun to rise upon the evil and upon the

good alike: he sent his rain upon the just and

upon the unjust. Whatever of estrangement there

was between men and the heavenly Father was

due, therefore, not to the harshness and severity of

his government, but solely to the wickedness or

wilful perversity of man.

The Character and Efficacy of Prayer.

The God of Jesus is omniscient, knowing all

human needs without man's solicitation. Yet he

delights to hear and answer the prayer of faith.

Whatever is asked of him in a childlike and sub-

missive spirit, in a spirit of utter self-abnegation

and trust, he will grant, though it involve such a

physical miracle as the removal of a mountain.

Yet, though Jesus held this perfect faith that the

Father would answer the sincere prayer of atrust-

ful heart, the long prayers of the Pharisees in the

synagogues and public places, their "much speak-

ing" and "vain repetition," were held by him in

abhorrence. It was only upon the importunity of

his disciples that he consented to give them that

simple formula for supplication known to us as

"the Lord's Prayer." Even this was not to be

used in public or formal repetition. The disciples

were commanded to retire into their closets, to

pray in secret, that the Father who seeth in secret

might reward them openly.*

This habit of complete privacy in prayer, which

he commended to his disciples, was evidently in

accordance with his own consistent practice. He

sent away his disciples, and "departed into amoun-

tain" to pray. He knelt alone in the wilderness

and in desert places; and only in a few short ejac-

ulations, drawn from him as in the agony of cruci-

fixion, do we find him giving utterance to suppli-

cations to God in the presence of others. The

differentiation of modern Christianity from the re-

ligion of Jesus is in no respect more notable than

in its universal custom of formal praying at set

times and in publicplaces.

*Matt. vi. , 5-15; compare Luke xi., 1-13, etc. See also

Mark xi . , 22-26.

†Mark: vi. , 46; xiv., 32-40; Matt. xxvi., 36-45; Luke : ix.

18; xxii. , 41-45, etc.

The Unitarianism of Jesus.

Inhis thought of God there is nothing of poly-

theistic or trinitarian implication. He accepted

fully the lofty Unitarianism* of the Hebrew law-

giver from whom he quotes, "Hear, O Israel, the

Eternal our God, the Eternal is one." To this

high and lofty One, merciful as well as just, all-

seeing, caring for the humblest of his creatures,

was due the love of the whole heart of man, his

child. The conception of himself or of another as

a Son of God in any exclusive or supernatural

sense, of a Godcoming upon earth in human form,

would have been as abhorrent and unnatural to

Jesus as it has ever been to his people. The trini-

tariandogma is a belief as impossible to the true

Israelite as any other form of polytheism or idola-

try. In its later Christian development, it is a

purelyAryan philosophical conception, and entered

Christianity from other than Jewish sources.

this respect, there is no reason to believe that

Jesus was anything but a Hebrew of the Hebrews ,

-"an Israelite indeed in whom there is no guile."

God alone is good, he said, rejecting the appella-

tion "Good Master." Yet he held up the perfec-

tions of the divine character as a model and ex-

ample for human endeavor in that most exigent

and lofty exhortation to noble living,-"Be ye

therefore perfect, even as your Father who is in

heaven is perfect."

Jesus' Doctrine of the Future Life.

In

The thought of Jesus concerning God, however,

has another side than this attractive and winning

one, the side of inexorable justice and severity

toward the wrong-doer, which is involved in his

conception of the future life. The modern doc-

trine of a spiritual immortality for all men is

nowhere explicitly taught by him; nor does he

anywhere definitely describe the state of the right-

eous after death. We are left to infer his belief

from the character of his allegorical descriptions,

and from information elsewhere derived of the

current conception of his time and people. His

kingdom of heaven was evidently an earthly

kingdom, no far-away abode of the sublimated

spirit apart from material conditions, no misty

Nirvana like that of the Buddhists. Accepting

the current Pharisaic notion of a future life upon

the earth, involving the conception of a bodily

resurrection, he believed not only in the establish-

ment of the heavenly kingdom, with its joys in-

effable for the righteous, but also, if we may

accept the record, in the eternal punishment of the

unrepentant sinner in the fires of Gehenna. Nay,

more. He taught that the few only were destined

for salvation and happiness. The many would

"depart into everlasting punishment, prepared for

the devil and his angels." The dread abode of the

wicked is sometimes characterized as "eternal fire,"

sometimes as "outer darkness," in which there

would be "weeping and gnashing of teeth. " †

These expressions, similar to those whichwe find

in the later Egyptian inscriptions, descriptive of

the place of future punishment, may possibly be

regarded as strong figures to describe a condition

of torment which would otherwise be inconceiv-

able, though they appear to have been interpreted

very literally by the early disciples and Fathers

of the Church. The physical character of his

entire conception of the life hereafter, moreover,

would appear to discredit this more lenient inter-

pretation. Whatever the exact nature of the

future state of the wicked might be, it was

evidently one of conscious, unlimited suffering in

the thought of Jesus. Iwould willingly accept, if

*It need scarcely be said that we use this word with no

narrow or sectarian meaning.

†Matt. xviii. , 8, 9 ; Mark ix., 45, 46 ; compare Luke xvi. ,

19-27; also Matt.: xx.. 16 ; xxii. , 13, 14; xxiii. , 34; xxv. , 30,

41-46, etc.
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it were possible, the ingenious explanation of our

Universalist friends, who interpret the teaching of

Jesus as to the duration of this suffering as mean-

ing "age-long," or for the length of an æon,-a

long, indefinite, but limited period, but this mod-

ification of the terrible sentence of the wicked

from the mouth of Jesus rests solely upon the

doubtful interpretation of a word in a language

whichhe neither wrote nor spoke. In the absence

of any explicit doctrine of ultimate restoration,

andin view of the general consensus of opinion in

the Church in all ages of the world, the Univer-

salist interpretation scarcely appears rational or

acceptable.

The salvation of men, however, in the teaching

of Jesus, depended upon the acceptance of no

dogmatic standard of truth, but solely upon right-

eous living. "Unless your righteousness exceed

the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye

can in no wise enter into the kingdom." "This

do," not this believe, "and ye shall be saved."

Herein, Jesus stood upon both Jewish and rational

ground; for it is the teaching of the highest

ethical philosophy of the present day, as well

as of Israel's prophets, that supreme happiness is

possible only to those who "cease to do evil, and

learn to do well." The popular Christian doctrine

of a vicarious atonement and substituted righteous-

ness has no place either in the teachings of the

Nazarene prophet or in the ethics of Kant or

Spencer.

Jesus' Belief in Demoniacal Influences.

Together with the doctrine of eternal punish-

ment, Jesus also accepted the current superstitions

of the existence of a personal devil, and of the

by his perception that the masses of his people

were totally unprepared for this great change. He

took up the message of John the Baptist, "The

kingdom of heaven is at hand," and preached it

tothecommon people, the despised "people of the

land," who, neglected by the more rigorous Phari-

saic teachers, appealed strongly to the sympathetic

nature of the Galilean prophet. Such as these

eagerly listened to his teaching, and "heard his

message gladly." By parable and apt illustration,

he described his vision of the heavenly kingdom,

and impressed upon his hearers the duty of in-

stant preparation in view of the immanence of the

great change. He appears to have had little

thought at first of the Messianic expectation as

being fulfilled in his own person. He was the

prophet of the heavenly kingdom,-the "Son of

God," which meant simply the faithful citizen and

messenger of God's kingdom.

The people, however, full of thehope for a com-

ing deliverer, impressed by the earnestness of his

appeals, the depth and purity of his moral nature,

his strong, magnetic personality, soon hailed him

as the Messiah. The thought grew upon him.

What if he was indeed the chosen one of Israel,

the "anointed of Yahweh," the immediate herald

of the coming change ? When the populace

greeted him as the Son of David, in accordance

with the popular expectation that the Messiah

would spring from the royal line of Israel, he at

first questions his disciples : "But whom say ye

that I am?" Upon their recognition of him as the

Messiah, he does not indeed directly repel the

honor, but cautions them that they tell noman of

this thing. A little later, we find that the idea has

taken full possession of him; for we discover him

Concluding Thoughts.

In this lecture, we have attempted, fairly, with

no bias of preconceived opinions, to set forth the

leading features in the teaching of Jesus on its

theological side, as reported in the Synoptical Gos-

pels. While recognizing the finehumanity of his

doctrine of the fatherhood of God and the pro-

found sincerity of allhis beliefs, there is evidently

much in this teaching which the liberal and cult-

ured thought of modern times has forever dis-

carded, much that bears the impress of a primi-

tive and ignorant age and of a narrow and

restricted intellectual environment. For us there

is no encompassing host of demons, no personal

prince of evil, no bodily resurrection, no eternal

kingdom of immortals to be established upon the

earth. If we stillhold tothe fatherhood and per-

sonality ofGod, it is in quite a different sense

from that embodied in the simple, anthropomor-

phic conception of Jesus. The Messianic doctrine

of the Jews is to us a beautiful dream, which the

Prophet of Nazareth did not fully realize either

according to the popular expectation or his own

more spiritual interpretation. Not in any of these

theological conceptions do we find the secret of the

influence of Jesus upon the life and thought of

later generations.

In this brief review, we have discovered no strik-

ing deviation in the thought of Jesus from the

current beliefs of his time and people. Herein, at

least, there are none of the distinctive features of

the peculiar philosophy of Buddhism,-no hint of

Hindu agnosticism or of the doctrine of the Nir-

vâna as the summum bonum of human aspiration.

The entire atmosphere of the primitive tradition

of the synoptics, after eliminating such of its

possibility of possession or obsession by evil spir- arguing in favor of his own Messianic pretensions supernatural and mythological elements as are

its. The word "devil" is doubtless of Aryan ori-

gin. It is not found in the Old Testament. The

devil of the later Judaism was identified with the

Hebrew Shethan, or Satan, a mythical personage

who first appears in Job as one among the "sons

of God," a trusted messenger and servant of

Yahweh. From his early character of adversary
or accuser, a sort of prosecuting attorney of Yah-

weh's court, he had fallen, under the influence of

the Persian dualism, to the position of an arch-

enemy of God and man. His prototype, Set or

Seth, in the Egyptian mythology, experienced a

similar deterioration after the Persian conquest of

Egypt.

The alleged facts which have been heldto jus-
tify the belief in demoniacal possession, which the

Jews brought with them from Babylon,doubtless

find their rational explanation in the phenomena
common to certain nervous disorders, such as epi-

lepsy and hysteria,which prevail in amore aggra-

vated form among a rude, ignorant, and supersti-

tious population than under more favorable social

conditions. It is this class of disorders which is

especially susceptible to the influence of a power-

fulwill, or that little comprehended but very posi-

tive agency popularly known as hypnotism, or

"animal magnetism." We shall treat this subject

hereafter in our discussion of the mythical and

miraculous elements in the gospel narratives. It

is sufficient at present merely to allude to these

facts as the probable natural basis for the belief

honestly held by Jesus and many of his contem-

poraries in demoniacal influences, and in the effi-

cacy of his own power for their cure or amelio-

ration.

The Relation of Jesus to the Current Messianic

Expectation.

In the earlier part of the public career of Jesus,

he appears to have been moved solelyby the pro-

foundnecessity imposeduponhim by the belief in

he speedy advent of the heavenly kingdom, and

that the Messiah cannot be the "Son of David,"

since David calls him his Lord or Master.

At the time of his final journey to Jerusalem,

he has become fully convinced of his Messianic

mission. He accepts the plaudits of the people

during his triumphal entry into the city, and his

subsequent bearing before andduring his trial and

crucifixion likewise attests the sincerity of his be-

lief. It is not impossible that he expected some

miraculous interposition to prevent the final catas-

trophe, as would be indicated, apparently, by the

despairing cry, My God, my God, why hast thou

forsaken me ?" Mark, who comes nearer to the

primitive tradition than either of the other evan-

gelists, reports this and certain other notable ex

pressions of Jesus in his native Syro-Chaldaic

tongue. This agonized expression, so natural and

human,but so unlike the supernatural Jesus of the

Fourth Gospel and our popular Christian concep-

tion, could hardly have crept into the gospel nar-

rative, unless it had some foundation in the actual

occurrence. The writer of the First Gospel con-

firms the tradition of Mark; but Luke, illustrating

an advanced development of Christology, omits

this human cry of almost despairing agony, and

substitutes for it the calm acceptance of the inevi-

table in the final words, "Father, into thy hands I

commend my spirit." The still less natural and

moredramatic writer of the Logos epic makes Jesus

diewith the dignity and supernatural endurance of

aGod, fully self-conscious to the last, and deliber-

ately conforming his actions on the cross to the

fulfilment of Scripture :-

"After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were

now accomplished, that the Scripture might be

fulfilled, saith, I thirst. Now there was set a ves-

sel full of vinegar; and they filled a sponge with

vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his

mouth. When Jesus, therefore, had received the

vinegar, he said, It is finished; and he bowed his

head, and gave up the ghost."

not confirmed by the consent of the three writers,

is Hebrew, and Hebrew only. The Prophet of

Nazareth moves naturally in the Palestine of eigh-

teen centuries ago : he breathes its peculiar relig-

ious and social atmosphere, and incarnates its lof-

tiest moral and personal characteristics. Though

transcending the ritualistic formalism of his time

and the traditional limitations of his national

religion, wemay, nevertheless, repeat as a truth of

history his own judgment of his relation to the

law and religion of his people,-He came not to

antagonize or to destroy, but to fulfil.

For The Index.

REFLECTIONS BY THE WAY.

BY MONT E. COLLINS .

IV.

The mind is to be measured by the quality of its

thought, notby the quantity.

Youth is the dawn, manhood is noon, old age is

evening, all are required to make a perfect day.

He who knows most of man knows most ofGod,

since in man the highest revelation of the Infinite

Life is sought and found.

Life is haunted by the reflection of our ownmoods

into everything around us; but he who faces the

light will never thus be frightened by his own

shadow.

When awise man hears a person vehemently con-

demning certain faults in others, he watches him

very closely; for there is his weakness. If this very

condemner is not already guilty of the same sins

himself, he at least is strongly tempted in that direc-

tion, since we always possess to a certain degree

those qualities we most abhor in others.

If the universe is eternal, and at the same time

exists only as a state of consciousness, then the doc-

trine of immortality is removed from the realm of

speculation, and becomes a truism. Either the uni-

verse is not amode of conscious existence, or else

conscious existence is necessarily eternal.

No soul canclaim to be the only originator of those

thoughts of life and duty common to all ages and

all people; and to charge amanwith plagiarism for
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burnishing one of these immortal gems, taken from

thecasket of his own consciousness, is like charging

Nature with folly for bestowing upon each of her

children those priceless gifts which, more than all

else, prove her to be, in every land, the loving mother

ofall.

Christianity, in so far as it represents the thoughts

and aspirations common to the great universal heart

ofman, can never pass away,but will flourish green

with age and live immortal through all the coming

years of time; but, inso far as it represents the belief

and teachings of a portion of mankind only, and

stands as the embodiment of an intolerant creed, it is

destinederelong to vanish like some troubled dream

from out the wakingmind of man; for those feelings

that are called into being under special influences

only are mortal, while those that are born of the

mysteries, that ebb and flow forever on life's wild

changingshore, can never die.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE FREE-THINKERS' CONVENTION AT

CASSADAGA, N.Y.

Editors of The Index:-

"What is the fare to Cassadaga ?" "Where ?"

"Cassadaga." "Where is that ?" "Somewhere in

Western New York, I believe." The railroad agent

looked at his maps, but invain. "I am going there

to attend the Congress of the National Liberal

League." The agent stared. "It is the place where

the New York State Free-thinkers' Association holds

its Convention this year." His face was as blank as

before, butsoon became litup by a smile caused by a

happydiscovery, "Oh, you mean Chautauqua: there's

where these religious conventions are held." I could

not help then but smile myself. "No, no ! The con-

ventionI mean is infidel, infidel as you would call it:

wedon'tcare for the Bible any more than any other

book.". "But, see here, you ought to know where

you are going." "You are right; but it is Cassadaga,

and not Chautauqua. It is near Dunkirk: have you

any excursion tickets to that place ?" "No." "To

Buffalo?" "Not to-day." So I left New York at

eight P.M. on Friday, September 5, and reached

Cassadaga Saturday afternoon. The road for aquar-

ter of amile was lined with new arrivals and their

friends coming to meet them. But all were friends.

Everybody speaks to everybody. If your face is

toward the camping-ground, that is enough. You

pass through a large gate, where each pays twenty-

five cents toward the fund for general expenses.

Cottages, tents, and hotels are scattered about in

beautiful disorder in a clearing in the woods, the

encampment being encircled by forest trees and the

waters of the lake. Cassadaga Lake has two outlets,

oneto the north and the other to the south, sugges-

tive of the bond between mind and heart, a sign

given to the seeker of the truth. These grounds be-

long to anAssociation of Spiritualists, the pioneers,

inthese days, of Arcadian bliss .

Thiswasthe last day but one of the Free-thinkers'

Convention. A large crowd was gathering. There

was dancing until midnight. A new element had

entered camp. Able speakers had occupied the plat-

form during the week, it is true; but the thoughts of

the people were becalmed,owing to the smallness of

numbersandthatspell-bound feeling peculiar to Spir-

itualist gatherings. Rev. A. B. Bradford had deliv-

ered a lecture on Mormonism, his views on this

question proving him, as I am happy and proud to

say, aman after my ownheart. MissGardner, whom

Ingersoll introduced to the public in Chickering
Hall, N.Y., had made a fascinating speech. George

Chaineyhadalso lectured, one week as an agnostic,
the next as a Spiritualist.

At tenA.M., Sunday, September 7, the bell called

the people together in the centre of the grounds

under apavilion sheltering, perhaps, not less than

one thousandpersons. There was music from three

vocalists accompanied by the organ. Mrs. Krekel,

from Missouri, was the first speaker. Her subject

was "Right, Human and Divine." Many Liberals,

said the speaker, have much to say about absolute

mind and absolute right, and have mouthed and

babbled in this way until some tongue struck fire.

The special weakness of Liberalswas their failure in

practical work. The work that many delighted in

was of little use, as the setting up at all times and

seasons the tombstone ofMoses, to be read overand

over again. Moses has been dead a long time: let

him alone. The Church with all its sham and hypoc-

risy is creeping close up to us. The lady instanced

two lectures given in Kansas City recently, one by

Col. Ingersoll and the other by HenryWard Beecher.

Divine right, said the speaker, was born of ignorance

and assumption; human right, of knowledge and

intelligence. People had supposed that the getting

of truth was like spreading the apron for the ripe

fruit to fall into it; but all our gains have been the

fruit of toil and struggle, and by this means the

unknown has been districted and peopled by man.

That past is worthy our regard, when the lamp of

reasonwas first being lit in the worldof mind. Every

age is to be judged by its opportunities. Institutions

must be measured by the right, and the right by

institutions. The divinest of all rights was human

rights. But the world seemed not yet aware that

human rights included woman's rights, as many of

our customs plainly show. How is it we hear so

much about fallenwomen,so little about fallen men,

when for every one fallen woman there are a thou-

sand fallen men? We hear much about the sacred-

ness of motherhood, why so little about the sacred-

ness of fatherhood ? The speaker pointed out an

inconsistency in the practices of the Free-thinkers'

Association in excluding woman from its offices or

committees. It was time, the speaker thought, to

put in the plough and the pruning-hook. She told of

some systematic efforts being made in Liberal, Mo.,

to make Liberalism a part of real life. She hoped

next year to have some report of her own to make.

When the lady had finished, Dr. Brown arose and

said he thought woman ought to have equal privi-

leges in the Association, but he thought it would be

well if those who talk so much about women's rights

would do their own plain duty first in raising a

family of children. "There, sir," said Mrs. Krekel,

"you have made yourself liable just where I want

you. I am the mother of six children, and some of

my sons are old enough to vote."

The next speaker was Mr. George Chainey. He

said: " I know, if I know anything, that unseen influ-

enceshadbrought me to Cassadaga. I have felt here

the joybells of the soul ring out wildest, sweetest

melody. There are things too sacred and marvellous

to be told: it would be like throwing pearls before.

swine. I know beyond the power of doubt or argu-

ment to disturb that there has come to me proof of

immortality. The mind without this hope becomes

weary and jaded, and sinks into sensualism. It

seemed, if this life were all, that one would be a

fool to makea martyr of himself for Liberalism." Mr.

Chaineykept up a constant fire at Agnosticism and

Liberalism, at both their theories and practices, from

which he would disengage himself as from the

corpses of that life which was without life or holi-

ness: such seemed to be his meaning, though nothis

exact words. Liberals would not support their prin-

ciples. "Why did my subscribers leave me with a

three-thousand-dollar debt to hang like a millstone

aboutmy neck?" Liberalismwas notfructifying. He

has in a not very long periodpassed from Methodism

toUnitarianism, from this to Agnosticism, and from

this to Spiritualism; and his last leap, like each of the

others, has been straight to glory, into the heaven of

heavens. He knows now he is right, and is as posi-

tive of it as the divorced woman is that she will never

marry again.

On Sunday afternoon, Secularism had the platform,

Mr. Courtland Palmer and T. B. Wakeman being the

speakers. Mr. Palmer's philosophy appeared to be

thoroughly humanitarian, making of life one organic

whole, linking together the past, present,and future,
the material, animal, social, and moral worlds. He

believes, with Mill, in "the religion of duty." "The

highest right ofman," he said,"is to do his duty."

But the speech of the day was delivered by T. B.

Wakeman. Only the faintest outline can be given

here, of course. "Secularism up to Date" was his

subject. Secularism is philosophy put in practice.

From its heart comes the strain of "Home, sweet

Home." This world is man's home : it covers and

satisfies all the wants and demands of his life. The

speaker referred to two magazine articles, which had

drawn the attention of the world, being a controversy

between Herbert Spencer and Frederic Harrison on

the subject of religion. Spencer's affirmation and

Harrison's denial of the Unknowable can be recon-

ciled; and this had been shown by an article from the

pen of Stephen Pearl Andrews. Mr. Andrews had

shownthat these giants of thought of the old world

meet as engineers tunnelling the Alps from opposite

sides. Scientists are themselves generally one-sided.

Only specialists were heard from at the congress just

held in Philadelphia. The world is to have its relig-

ion, but religion must have a scientific basis.

Our knowledge may be said to have five grand

divisions, all falling within the sphere of observation

and experience, and represent things and notwords.

These divisions you may call so many worlds, each

of which contains infinite treasures of knowledge.

To aid the memory, let them be counted on the fin-

gers of the left hand: first, the cosmos; second, the

material world; third, the organic world; fourth, the

human world; fifth, the ideal or spiritual world.

The last verdict of science is that the Unknowable

has no personal quality at all. The universe is a

plenum, or fulness, a continuation of the changes of

the Knowable. This is Spencer's eternal "Yes." We

can affirm only its existence: any attempt to read

this Infinite brings backthe eternal crushing answer,

"No." The material world is an energy, correlation

of forces or, which is better, of phenomena,-an

equivalence of changes. Only in the last fifty years

has this world become really knowable to man. The

organic world we know through the lawof evolution.

This is the daylight of knowledge. The humanworld

weknow through the laws ofco-operation, solidarity,

and continuity, which are the basis of all reforms.

The ideal world we know is also governed by law;

but here the most differences arise, because it has

beenthe least studied.

No moral or spiritual change is known to take

place without acorresponding physical change. Life

in its beginnings, and in its latest manifestations, is

acorrelation of changes. Mind is a process, amode

of the sensations of the highly organized nervous

forces of a man's bodily system. Does not this put

anend to the belief that mind is a separate entity ?

Thus has human life been merged into one realm

of thought and feeling, a personality that lives for-

ever, and makes man one with the gods our an-

cestors believed in. How long has the world be-

lieved that the sun rises and sets ? It is the mission

ofscience to reverse the decision of the senses. Every

solution of the past has been reversed. And so

must this one, that you have a spirit that goes out of

your body. There is not a hospital in the land that

will admit a physician who believes in a spirit.

It is all nonsense that you are going to bedominated

by the heart. Truth is your master. The Catholic

Church is built on the spook solution of things. It

represents the high tide of "spiritualism." Since

the advent of science, this tide has begun to re-

cede. George Eliot's "Choir Invisible" touches the

greatest height of spirituality. It is one speaking

with the glowing ecstasy of a living angel. Those

who cannot stand on these heights must be allowed

tohave their idols on the plains below. They need

them, and they are right enough in their place.

Yes: Secularism has its religious side, which is the

binding of men together under the influence of a

common conviction. Thus, in the march of history,

eachgod inhis turn falls into insignificance; but the

social unity-the collective man-is more and more.

Much of our Liberalism is pitched in a very low key;

and some of our leaders whom we all applaud fail to

rise to the height of the ideal, the unselfish life. The

higher register is wanting in them ; and it is a posi-

tive pain to listen to them, however brilliant they

may sometimes be. We must come up higher. The

speaker's own personality gave to the addressmuch of

itsgrace.

Sunday evening, Mr. Charles Watts, the English

secularist, who has decided to make America his

home, was given the floor. He had been invited to

review Mr. Chainey's lecture of the morning. Mr.

Watts made some pretty sharp criticisms. It was

not Mr. Chainey's conversion, but the mode of it, and

the course taken, that he wished to criticise. He

chargedMr. Chaineywith misrepresenting the agnos-

tic as wanting in affection, purity, sobriety, or be-

nevolence of character, or as being without those

inspirations that tend to strengthen, refine, and ele-

vate mankind. He advised him to look at home,

to the new quarters to which he had betaken himself,

before criticising so freely the beliefs and acts of

Liberals. He insisted it was the head, and not the

heart, that should take the lead. Convert the head,

and it stays converted; but the heart you have to

convert over and over again. He was surprised to
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find that Mr. Chainey represented the ultra-orthodox

spiritualist . He had spent five years studying Spirit-

ualism, and found nothing in it.

It should be mentioned that Mr. Watts had been

preceded this evening by Mr. Putnam, with a few

words on harmony between Materialists and Spirit-

ualists, saying they had a common work to perform

and should emphasize the grand unities, and look

on these differences that spring up only as lovers'

quarrels. We all wanted to be free from spirits,

whether they were in the church in this or in the

other world who tyrannized over the mind. Let us

rally under one flag. But how we are to "rally" Mr.

Putnam did not say. And it might be a pertinent

question to ask, Where is that "flag" ?

My next letter will relate to the National Liberal

League.

T. W. CURTIS.

THE following is from an article entitled "Justice

to Men," by Col. Higginson, in the Woman's Journal :

"Thewhole theory ofWoman Suffrage is that woman

is a responsible being: 'co-equal with man,' as the

old Woman's Rights Conventions were fond of say-

ing. To share responsibility is to share the power of

doing wrong. Society, in time past, committed the

absurdity of throwing the main responsibility, or

at least the main penalty, of all joint sexual offences

upon the woman. In their just reaction against this ,

many reformers go so far as to throw almost the

whole responsibility and, as far as they can, the

whole penalty upon the man. One act was a cruel

injustice to woman : the other is equally cruel to man.

Either is fatal to Woman Suffrage. If woman is so

hopelessly weak that she is not to be treated, at any

age, as amoral agent in her relations with men, she

is unfit to vote. Making every allowance for the

fact that, by natural constitution and by training,

manmay fairly be regarded as the more frequent and

culpable offender, the fact remains that wrong is

wrong, whether for a man or for a woman; and we

must never lose sight of the fact that woman mustbe

held as a responsible being, if she is to be treated as

'co-equal with man.'... It is idle to appeal for sym-

pathy in behalf of Cleopatra as "somebody's daugh-

It ister." So was Mark Antony somebody's son.

useless to say that every woman was first misled by

some man : it is the testimony of the police that mul-

titudes of poor girls are so reared that they have

never even learned what modesty means. Of those

fallen women whom Col. C. E. Wright questioned,

fifty-nine testified that they engaged in that life from

choice (mostly through love of ease and of dress),

twenty-six from poverty, nineteen from unhappiness

at home; while only forty-six pleaded seduction, al-

though this would be the most tempting and flatter-

ing of all excuses. Nobody doubts that the sexual

sins of men are far greater than those of women.

The theory which I oppose is that which assumes

men to be the only sinners and exonerates women, as

being, at any age, an absolutely helpless and irrespon-

sible class of beings. If they are nothing more than

that, they should be disfranchised forever."

WANTED,-

"Menwhom the spoils of office cannot buy;

Menwho can stand before a demagogue,

And damn his treacherous flatteries without wink-

ing!

Tall men, sun-crowned, who live above the fog

In public duty and in private thinking;

For, while the rabble, with their thumb-worn creeds,

Their large professions, and their little deeds,

Mingle in selfish strife, lo, Freedom weeps ,

Wrong rules the land, and waiting Justice sleeps !"

MEN must be true to their principles, and, as long

as there is difference in these principles, there should

be separate action; but in things that are common,

and where all can act together with advantage, our

policy should be to unite. Nothing is easier than to

cause divisions, but the soul of wisdom lies in union

and charity.-Indian Messenger.

TO LIVE on your own convictions against the world

is to overcome the world. To believe that what is

truest in you is true for all; to abide by that, and not

be over-anxious to be heard or understood or sympa-

thized with, certain that at last all must acknowledge

the same, and that, while you stand firm, the world

willcome round to you, that is independence. It is

not difficult to get away into retirement, and there

live upon your own convictions, nor is it difficult to

mix with men, and follow their convictions; but to

enter into the world, and there live out firmly and

fearlessly according to your own conscience, that is

Christian greatness.-F. W. Robertson.

An honest man is believed without an oath, for his

reputation swears for him.-Anon.

"THEY are slaves who fear to speak

For the fallen and the weak .

They are slaves who will not choose

Hatred, scoffing, and abuse

Rather than in silence shrink

From the truth they needs must think.

They are slaves who dare not be

In the right with two or three."

DOUBT.

For The Index.

Though faith may hold the binding rope,

Like tempest-beaten ship

My reasonbreaks away from hope,

And allmy anchors slip.

Onchartless seas, with doubting mind,

Ifloat without an oar,

Andhelpless drift where undefined

There lies an unknown shore.

No star is fixed to guide our ships

On spirit's mystic sea,

Where voyagers pass with silent lips,

Obeying death's decree.

And, like a bird storm-driven out

Far o'er the treach'rous sea,

The foaming crests of wav'ring doubt

Cangive no rest to me.

Rebuild your towers, ye menof facts,

And let your beacon shine,

And show how mind through matter acts,

Displaying true design.

BOOK NOTICES.

A. D. MARCKRES .

THE STORY OF DR. CHANNING : Written for Young

People. By Frances E. Cooke. London, Eng.: Uni-

tarian Sunday School Association. 1884. pp. 124.

Price 1s . 6d.

This book is from the same sympathetic pen which

wrote the admirable synoptic biography of Theodore

Parker, issued by the London Unitarian Association ,

and reviewed in these columns some time since. Miss

Cooke is doing excellent work in writing these brief

biographies of men like Channing, Parker, Savona-

rola, Latimer, Sir Thomas More, and others, set-

ting before young people in appropriate words brill-

iant examples of pure lives and unselfish devotion

to noble principles and high aims. She has the

faculty of noting in few words the salient points in

the characters of the moral heroes of whom she

writes ; and, though she professes to write only for

the young, the biographies will be of much use and

interest to older persons who have not time to read

more prolix books treating of the lives of these men.

THE Art Amateur for September is refreshingly

lively during the wilting heat of summer's last days.

The anecdotes of frauds in art, from M. Paul Edel's

recent book, are amusing, if not reassuring. Why do

we always relish a joke upon the collector? Is it be-

cause he so often places a false value upon mere

rarity and neglects real merit, or is it because we all

have a little of the spirit of the collector ourselves ,

and envy the success of others ? The suggestion of

Greta, that Mr. Parker left $100,000 to the Art Mu-

seumbecausehethought it tended to increase the busi-

ness of hotels, has at least the merit of novelty. We

are glad to hear, however, that the Art Museum pro-

pose to invest it as a permanent fund for the mainte-

nance of the institution. It is always easier to obtain

money from the public for special objects than for

current expenses, and yet the success of the Museum

depends as much upon the proper care of our treas-

ures as upon the acquisition of new ones. The Mu-

seumhas succeeded in making its works of art readily

accessible to students, while its galleries are delight-

ful places of recreation to the amateur. But, to sustain

this order and care, large expenditures of money are

necessary. The account of "TheAmerican Art Club

at Munich" is full of interest, and shows what good

work theAmerican colony are doing there. The art-

icle on"Greuze" seems to us to do as little justice to

this charming painter as the wood-engravings do to

his pictures. One of his representations of "The

Dead Bird" was long ago engraved for one of the

popular souvenirs, and a comparison of the two

reproductions will show how entirely the wood-en-

graver has failed to reproduce the naïveté and tender-

ness of the original. The Art Amateur is warmly

welcomed itself; and it can well afford to extend a

cordial greeting to a new weekly, the Studio, edited

by one of its favorite contributors, Clarence Cook, for

which it predicts well-deserved success. E. D. C.

THE Andover Review for September well sustains

the reputation it has earned as an exponent of ad-

vanced thought from the religious stand-point, and

some of its essays would reflect credit upon periodi-

cals of the highest culture by their completeness and

clearness of statement on some of the great questions

that are agitating religious thinkers at the present

time. The contributed articles are: "The Eschatol-

ogy of the Psalms," by F. B. Bittinger ; "The Ra-

tionale of Russian Socialism," by Edward Kirk Raw-

son, is a very fair and impartial account of Russian

Nihilism; "Buddhism and Christianity," by William

M. Bryant; "Modern Glimpses of Assyrian Art, " by

Prof. John Phelps Taylor; "The New Psychology,"

by John Dewey, is a concise account of some of the

main features of this (in its present form) new science.

It contrasts the new psychological method of study-

ing mental phenomena with the old metaphysical

method, much to the disparagement of the latter, and

shows up clearly its manifest inadequacy to deal with

the great problems of life and mind. Its editorials

are : "Social Classes and the Church" ; "The Logic of

Hermeneutics"; and "A Battle of the Skeptics," giv-

ing an account of the controversy between Herbert

Spencer and Frederic Harrison, which was reprinted

in the August number of the Popular Science Monthly.

Several pages are devoted to Biblical and historical

criticism, theological and religious intelligence, and

book notices .

MR. W. D. HOWELLS will contribute to the Century,

during the coming year, a series of descriptive papers

on the life, society, customs, etc., of the cities of

Northern Italy, beginning with several on Florence,

tobe entitled "A Florentine Mosaic." The Century's

woodcuts, after the etchings of Whistler, Haden,and

others, are already well known; and it is announced

that Mr. Howells' series will be illustrated with repro-

ductions of etchings by Joseph Pennell, who accom-

panied the author through Italy during the prepara-

tion of the series .

AMONGfascinating books foryoung folks, by authors

of reputation, D. Lothrop & Co. announcesas nearly

ready a large list, among which are Æsop's Fables ,

Versified, by Clara Doty Bates ; Plucky Boys, by

the author of John Halifax, Gentleman ; and Anna

Maria's Housekeeping, by Mrs. S. D. Power.

PHILIP BOURKE MARSTON, the blind English poet,

has a rose poem in the October Wide Awake, which is

accompanied by illustrations by Alfred Brennan.

Mrs. Helen Hunt Jackson, "H. H.," has a serial story

running in the autumnnumbers of Wide Awake.

MARGARET SIDNEY's busy pen has produced a new

and delightful book of travel for young folks, en-

titled How They Went to Europe. D. Lothrop & Co. ,

Boston.

SOME notable training schools for neglected or un-

fortunate children are interestingly and profitably

treated with illustrations in the graphic volume is-

sued by D. Lothrop & Co., How to Learn and Earn.

JAMES KAY APPLEBEE

is open to accept engagements for the delivery of SUNDAY

EVENING LECTURES at towns within reach of Boston by

Sunday afternoon trains. For terms and subjects, address

JAMES KAY APPLEBEE, Boston, Mass.

MRS. EMILY J. F. NEWHALL'S

School for Girls and Young Ladies will reopen

Oct. 1, 1884.

As heretofore, its management will be conducted upon

the basis of EDUCATION rather than INSTRUCTION. The

proper use of English will bemade an especial feature

of the daily work. Under the direction of John Storer

Cobb, LL.D., from London University, this branch will

comprise a thorough study of the English language, as
wellas Latin and mathematics. The illustratedlectures

upon the great tone-masters, the use of the lantern,

and attendance at the Art Museum, will be continued.
Forcatalogue, address No. 91 Newbury Street, Boston; or

apply between 11 and 1, after September15.



THE INDEX SEPTEMBER 18 1884
143

questio

prese

Esetar

TheR

irkRaw-

$0.25

R
ADLER (FELIX). CreedandDeed

1.00

Willan

Art
Natural History. Illus ..

AGASSIZ (LOUIS). Methods of Study in

1.50

Geological Sketches. First Series . 1.50

FROTHINGHAM (0. B.). History of

Transcendentalism in New England.
With Portrait of the Author........

of"The

me of the

the twe

wood-er

dteader.

warah

extenda

io, editad

Cook

B.D.C.

Sustains

nt of a

oint, and

perist.

eness

Sent by Mail Postpaid at

1.00

DEFOE (DANIEL). Robinson Crusoe .... 1.00 HUXLEY (T. H.). Man's Place inNature, 1.25

DICKENS (CHARLES). CompleteWorks.

14vols....

On theOriginof Species.......

Lay Sermons,Addresses, andReviews... 1.75

More Criticism on Darwin and Adminis-

POPULAR BOOKS
10.50

DRAPER (DR. J. W.). History of theCon-

flictbetween Religion and Science.....

The Intellectual Development of Eu-

1.75

trativeNihilism.....

CritiquesandAddresses

.50

1.50

American Addresses 1.25

rope. 2 vols .... 3.00 Scienceand Culture . 1.50

Scientific Memoirs 3.00

INGERSOLL (R. G.). The Gods, and

EMERSON (R. W.). Essays. First Series, 1.50 ther Lectures 1.25

Essays. Second Series... 1.50 The Ghosts, and Other Lectures 1.25

Miscellanies ..... 1.50
TheMist-kes of Moses

1.25

RepresentativeMen. 1.50 Whatmustwe do to be saved ?. .25

English Traits 1.50

Conductof Life .. 1.50 JAMES(HENRY, JR.). The Portrait ofa
Poems 1.50

Lady

MayDay, and Other Pieces .

Societyand Solitude.....

PUBLISHERS' PRICES.

ANY BOOK in the subjoined List, or any

other OBTAINABLE BOOK, that may be de-

sired,willbe forwardedaspromptlyaspossible,on receipt of orders accompanied with the cash.

SPECIAL RATESwillbe madewithpersons
or libraries desiringanylarge number of books.

Orders are respectfully solicited from allfriends

ofTHE INDEX.

ADAMS (R. C.). Evolution. ASummary

ofEvidence

Letters and SocialAims .

ENNIS (JACOB). The Origin of theStars,
and the Causes of their Motions and

theirLight

1.50 JESUS : HIS OPINIONS AND CHARAC-

TER. The New Testament Studies of1.50

aLayman....1.50

2.00

FISKE(JOHN). MythsandMythmakers, 2.00
Outlines of Cosmic Philosophy........

TheUnseenWorld, and Other Essays ... 2.00

FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHIP IN RE-

LIGION. AVolume of Ten Essays,by

D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow,

Samuel Johnson, John Weiss, O. В.

Frothingham, W. J. Potter, F. E.
Abbot, J. W. Chadwick. T. W. Higgin-

son, and Mrs. E. D. Cheney, and ad-

dresses by Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

RobertDaleOwen,andothers.....

6.00

JEVONS (W. S.). Moneyand the Mechan-

1sm ofExchange.....

JOHNSON (OLIVER). Wm. Lloyd Garri-

sonandhis Times. With Portrait and

Introduction by J. G. Whittier

JOHNSON (SAMUEL). Oriental Relig
ions, and their Relation to Universal .

Religion:

India

China

LANGE (F. A.). History of Materialism.

3vols...

LECKY (W. E. H.). History of the Rise

and Influence of the Spirit of Ration-

alism inEurope. 2vols..

History ofEuropeanMorals fromAugus-

tus toCharlemagne. 2vols......

2.00

1.50

1.75

2.00

POPE'S Essay on Man

PRATT(WM. , M.D.) . APhysician's Ser-

mon to Young Men...

PROCTOR (R. A.). Other Worlds than

Ours: ThePlurality of Worlds studied

under the Light of Recent Scientific

Researches. Ilus.......

Light Science for LeisureHours. ASe-
ries of Familiar Essays on Scientific

Subjects ...

.50

.25

2.50

1.75

The Moon: Her Motions, Aspect, Scen-

TheExpanse of Heaven. A Series of
Essaysonthe Wondersofthe Firma-

ment

ery,andPhysical Conditions. Illus.. 3.50

OurPlace among infinities. ASeries of

Essays contrasting our LittleAbode

inSpaceandTime with the Infinities

around us . To which are added

Essays on the Jewish Sabbath and

Astrology....

2.00

1.75

QUATREFAGES (A. de). The Natural

History of Man...
1.00

TheHuman Species
2.00

RAPHALL (MORRIS J.). History of the

Jews from 420 B. C. E. to the year 70

C. E. 2 vols .. 4.00

5.00

5.00 RIBOT (T. H.). Heredity: APsychologi-

calStudy on its Phenomena, ſts Laws,

its Causes, and its Consequences. 2.00
10.50

English Psychology.
1.50

Diseases ofMemory ..
1.50

1.50 4.00
ROMANES (G. J.). Animal Intelligence.. 1.75

The Scientific Evidences ofOrganicEvo-

lution .50

3.00

2.50 LEWES (G. H.). Biographical History of
SAVAGE (M. J.). Belief inGod...... 1.00

Morals of Evolution
1.00

holigr

AJourneyinBrazil. Illus.........

Geological Sketches. Second Series..... 1.50
5.00

The Religion of Humanity

The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of

1.50
Philosophy. 2 vols........

4.00

Beliefs about Man 1.00

me of the

scienc

ALGER (W. R.). ACritical History ofthe

...Doctrine ofaFuture Life...... 3.50

Primitive Christianity

Child's Book of Religion.

1.75

Physiology of Common Life. 2vols.....

The Story of Goethe's Life

3.00 Talks about Jesus 1.00

1.50

For Sunday- Problems of Life and Mind. First Se-
Beliefs about the Bible.....

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her

1.00

#chools andHomes 1.00
ries. 2 vols... 6.00

Riddles 1.00

fstad

ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN-

MENTS.
1.50

Stories from the Lips of the Teacher.... 1.00

Stories of the Patriarchs
The Physical Basis of Mind. Second

1.00
Series......

3.00
Bluffton. A Story of To-day 1.00

phys

ter,

eal

ARNOLD(EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama,

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

Beliefs of the Unbelievers . .25
The Study of Psychology, its Object, SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory

Spirit of the New Faith... 1.00
Scope,andMethod.

2.00 of DescentandDarwinism. Illus...... 1.50

The Safest Creed 1.00

Knowledge and Faith 1.00 LONGFELLOW'S Poetical Works. 2vols. 7.00 SCHROEDER (DR. KARL). AManual of

1.00
Life of Gerrit Smith

Creedand Conduct 1.00
ditorss

ARNOLD (MATTHEW). Essays in Criti- TheRising and the Setting Faith 1.00

Logie d cism..
2.00

Visions of the Future ...... 1.00

GodandtheBible 1.50
Life of Theodore Parker..... 2.00

Literature andDogma 1.50
George Ripley.. 1.25

2.00 LUBBOCK (SIR JOHN). Origin of Civili-

zation, and the Primitive Condition of

Man

Pre-historicTimes, as illustrated byAn-

cient Remains, and the Manners and

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus.. 5.00

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated from the German. Illus... 3.50
5.00

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs.

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley.. .50

Herer
BAIN (ALEXANDER). Mental Science:

ACompendium ofPsychology andHis-
FULLER (MARGARET). Women in the

eprise toryofPhilosophy
1.50

Nineteenth Century.... 1.50

TheEmotionsand the Will...
Life without and Life within. 1.50

5.00

AtHome andAbroad.. 1.50

sta

Moral Science: ACompendium ofEthics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50

Relations 1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS). Hereditary Genius

EnglishMen of Science... 1.00
2.00

08
TheSensesand the Intellect 5.00 Inquiries into Human Faculty and its

BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of
Development.. 300

Life. 2 vols.... 5.00

TheBeginnings of Life; or, The Modes

ofOriginofLowerOrganisms. 2vols.

Evolution and the Origin of Life

5.00

GARRISON (WM. LLOYD). Tributes to

at his Funeral. With Heliotype of

Bust by Anne Whitney ... .75

2.00 GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous- erty

ness 1.50

ite

EatingandDrinking

Stimulantsand Narcotics.

OurHome Physician: A Popular Guide

totheArtofPreserving Health and

TreatingDisease....

75

6.00

Ct

BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. ANovel of New York.. 1.50

The Secret of Good Memory

The Secret of aClear Head...

Common Mind Troubles .

BLAINE'S (JAMES G.) Eulogy on James Howtomake the Best of Life.

.50

.50

.50

A. Garfield. With Portrait .50

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN) . Poeti-

calWorks. Illustrated 2.50

BUCKLE'S (H. T.) History of Civilization

inEngland... 4.00

Essays, withaBiography of the author..

BUECHNER'S Force andMatter

1.00

3.25

BURNS (ROBERT). Complete Works .... 1.00

CARLETON (WILL). Farm Festivals.

Illus.. 2.00

Farm Legends. Illus ...

Farm Ballads. Illus .....

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits andMaps. 6 vols ...

French Revolution. 2 vols .

Oliver Cromwell. 2vols....

Critical andMiscellaneous Essays. With

GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6vols .

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-

lessness...

GRAY (ASA). Darwiniana: Essays and

Reviews pertaining toDarwinism

1.00

12.00

.50

.50

2.00

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2 vols. 4.00

HAECKEL (ERNST) . The History of

Creation; or, The Development of the

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes. Illus. 2 vols .

The Evolution of Man. 2 vols.....

Freedomin Science and Teaching .......

2.00 HALLOWELL (R. P.) . The Quaker Inva-

2.00
sion of Massachusetts.......

HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy.....

7.50 HAMMOND (DR. W. A.) . A Treatise on
2.50

2.50

5.00

5.00

1.00

1.25

2.00

Diseases of the Nervous System ....... 5.00

HARDY (ARTHUR S.) . But yetaWoman 1.25

3.50 HARRIS (J.C.). Uncle Remus: His Songs

and Sayings . The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus ....... 1.50

HAWLEY (F. B.). Capital and Popula-

tion:AStudy of the Economic Effects

of theirRelations to each other........ 150

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

Scarlet Letter..

TheHouseof the Seven Gables .

HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-

ative First Cause

Freedomof the Will ..

Portrait. 2 vols ...

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle
and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With

Portraits. 2 vols ... 4.00

CHADWICK (J. W.) . The Bible ofTo-day, 1.50

The Faith of Reason 1.00

TheManJesus . 1.00

CHANEY (G. L.) . F. Grant & Co.; or, Part-

nerships. A Story for the Boys who
meanBusiness .. 1.25

Tom. AHome Story. 1.25

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

Appendixby WendellPhillips . With

Portrait..

CHILD(LYDIA MARIA), Aspirations of

the World: A Chain of Opals........... 1.25
Looking toward Sunset.... 2.50

1.50

CLARK (EDW. H., M.D.). Sex in Educa-

tion
1.25

TheBuilding of aBrain 1.25

CLODD ( E.) . The Childhoods of Religions .

Asimple account of the Birth and

Growth of Myths and Legends....

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment....

Young Folks' History of the United
States

1.25
MargaretFuller Ossoli.

ingPlace

COBBE(FRANCES POWER). TheDuties

ofWomen........ Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M.D.). The SacredAnthology, 200

The Earthward Pilgrimage....
Idols and Ideals .

Demonology and Devil Lore. 2 vols..... 7.00

EmersonatHome andAbroad..

COOKE (J. P. ). Scientific Culture, and

OtherEssays..

The New Chemistry.

1.75

1.50

1.50

1.00
2.00

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Complete in 16 vols ... 20.00

DANA (R. H. ). TwoYears before theMast, 1.50

DARWIN(CHARLES). Origin ofSpecies, 2.00
Descent of Man.......

Journal of
Researches....

EmotionalExpression ....

Animals and Plants under Domestica-

3.00

2.00

HELMHOLTZ (H. ) . Popular Lectures on

Scientific Subjects . Withan Introduc

tionby Prof. Tyndall..

Second Series .

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus ..

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

TheMystery ofPain

Physiology for Practical Use

HOLLAND (F. M.). Reign of the Stoics..
Stories from Robert Browning ..

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing.... Paper, 35 cts.; cloth,

HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The
Autocrat of the Breakfast Table......

TheProfessor at the Breakfast Table....

The Poet at the Breakfast Table......

Poems.....

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Elsie Venner

HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-
moirandPortrait. 2 vols..

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.) . The Lady of the

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a
Physical Description of the Universe.

1.25

1.25

.75

2.00

2.00

1.50

1.50

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus ..

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK (W. H.). Is LifeWorth Living? 1.25

Social Equality....

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Bodyand Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

ence toMental Disorders

Physiology of Mind....

BodyandWill: Being an Essay concern-

ingWill in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical, and PathologicalAspects ....

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-

lyle...

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON) . The

Organs of Speech and their Apulica-

tion in the Formation of Articmate

Sounds..

MILL (JOHN STUART). The Positive

Philosophy of Auguste Comte...

PoliticalEconomy

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

Liberty, both in one vol.

Representative Government...

Three Essays onReligion....

MILLS(C. D. B). Gemsof the Orient....
Buddhaand Buddhism.

MUELLER (F. MAX).

Science of Language

Lectures on the

Chips from aGermanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, andCustoms. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, and An-

tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology, Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol. , $2.00:

theset

Lectures on the Science of Religion :

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or

Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion. as illustratedby the Relig-

ions of India

OORT (DR. H.) and HOΟΥΚΑΑΣ (DR. I.).

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Studyofthe Bible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;
Moses; Judges...

Vol. II. Kings and Prophets

Vol. III . New Testament.....

4.00 OSWALD (FELIXL., M.D.). Physical
Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature.....

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

ofthe ChristianReligion andthe Sig-
nificance of its Rise and Decline.....

PAINE (THOMAS). Age of Reason.......

Complete Works ...

1.50

1.25

1.00
1.75 PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind
2.25

1.25
1.50

.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

2.00

1.25

2.00

3.50

1.50

1.00

1.50

2.00

2.50

1.00

1.75

1.50

1.50

10.00

2.00

SCOTT'S Complete Poetical Works. Illus. 8.00

SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols ... 15.00

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

Memoir and Portrait. 2 vols ......

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women..

SMITH'S Ancient History, from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fall of the Western

Empire. Illus. 3 vols......

3.50

3.00

SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00

Principles of Biology. 2 vols....

STEWART (S. J.) . The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatit is andhowit Grew.. .25

STICKNEY (ALBERT). A True Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of "Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful

illustrations
5.00

STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

town Folks. A New England Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-
landStory

2.50 STRAUSS (D. F.) . The Old Faith and the

New...

2.00

2.00

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

owe to each other.

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science ofSpirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-

1.50

2.00

.60

2.00

five Years....
1.50

TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

Motion
2.501.00

Fragmentsof Science..
2.50

Light andElectricity.
1.25

1.00
Lessons in Electricity.

1.00
Hours of Exercise in the Alps............ 2.00

.50 BelfastAddress..
.50

7.00 UNDERWOOD (B. F. ). Essays and Lect-
ures

1.00

1.50

1.00

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free
Thought ..

VOGEL (A. ). A Practical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ...

1.75
Prayers by Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of

Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools and Families. .75 VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

the Religion andPhilosophy ofEman-

uel Swedenborg

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.
With Portraits. 2 vols ..

Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

traits. 3 vols ..

Famous Americans of Recent Times ....

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

1.50 PHELPS ( ELIZABETH STUART) . The

Beyond theGates.

1.25

WALKER (PROF. F. A.). Wages

Money....

Money. Trade, and Industry.

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6
vols . Illus .

WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

WEISS (JOHN). Life and
Correspondence

of Theodore Parker

4.00

2.00

torv Liquor Laws
6.00

2.00
The Social Law of Labor.

6.00

1.50

The ImmortalLife

Wit. Humor, and Shakespeare

Growth of Language

1.50

American Religion

1.25 WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

tions. 2 vols ..Aroostook ..tion. 2 vols......

ClimbingPlants

Insectivorous Plants
5.00

2.00

The Undiscovered Country...

GatesAjar ......

Orchids fertilized by Insects
1.75

3.00 DoctorZay

FormsofFlowers ...

Fertilization intheVegetable Kingdom. 2.00 2vols.....

TravelsandResearches

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-

PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newly engraved Likenesses of Sumner.

2vols....

.75

4.50

3.50

4.00

1.50

10.00

1.25

1.50

4.00

1.50

1.50

2.00

1.50

Completeset,13 vols .

Vegetable Mould, etc..

PowerofMovement in Plants .
2.00

traits....
1.50

25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays

1.50

1.50
6.00

1.50WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works,with Portrait 2.00

WILSON (HENRY). Rise and Fall of the

Slave Power in America. 3 vols....... 9.00

Chemistry .50

Physics. .50

8.00 Physical Geography. .50

Geology.. .50

Physiology .50

Astronomy. .50

Botany .50

Logic... .50

InventionalGeometry .50

15.00
Piano-forte Playing .50

Political Economy. .50

NaturalResources ofthe United States. .50

6.00

4.00

2.50

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols ....... 4.00

Principlesof Sociology. 2 vols..... 4.00

Discussions inScience, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00

2.50
Universal Progress ...

2.00

1.50 Essavs, Moral, Political, Esthetic..... 2.00

2.50
Social Statics..

2.00

Data of Ethics
1.25

Study of Sociology. 1.50
1.25 Education

1.25

2.00
ries of ModernPhysics...

STALLO(J. B). The Concepts andTheo-
1.75



144 THE INDEX SEPTEMBER 18 1884

Sawing Made Easy.

MONARCH LIGHTNINGSAWING MACHINE
SENT ON

30 DAYS'

TEST TRIAL.

For logging camps, wood-yards, farmers getting out
stovewood,andallsorts oflog-cutting-it isunrivaled,
Thousands sold yearly , Aboy can saw logs fastand

easy. Immense saving of labor andmoney. Write

forelegantly illustrated catalogue in6 brilliantcolors,
alsobrilliantly illuminatedposter in 5 colors. All free.
Agents Wanted. Big money made ququickly.

MONARCH MF'G CO. , (A) 206 State St. , Chicago, IL

2,000
WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS

The 32d School Year of this Family and

Day School for Boys and Girls will begin

NATH'L T. ALLEN, West Newton, Mass.PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF SP.TH Fatalogueaddre

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-

called "TwelveGreatPictures ofthe World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;

Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; AS-

J. HART & CO.,

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa.

sumptionof the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans- Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

figuration, RAPHAEL; Sistine Madonna, land, and other points inEurope. Agency
RAPHAEL; HolyNight, CORREGGIO ; Aurora, for the AmericanLine of Steamers.
GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-
scent from the Cross, RUBENS; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.10; or

any one or more at 20 cts, each (with Cata-

Y ALL ODDS loguewhendesired). Address

THEBESTEQUIPPED
W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee , Wis .

RAILROAD IN THE WORLD. Travels in Faith from

Let it be forever remembered that the

Chicago & North-Western

RAILWAY

is the best and shortest route to and from

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

that it is preferred by all well-posted trav-

ellers when passing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

It also operates the best route and the short

line between

Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapolis.

Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison,

Fort Howard (Green Bay), Wis. , Winona,

Owatonna, Mankato, Minn. , Cedar Rapids,

Des Moines, Webster City, Algona, Clinton,

Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin, Rock-

ford, Ill. , are among its eight hundred local

stations on its lines.

Among a few of the numerous points of

superiority enjoyed by the patrons of this

road are its Day Coaches, which are the

finest that human art and ingenuity can

create; its Palatial Sleeping Cars ,
which are models of comfort and elegance;

its Palace Drawing Room Cars,

which are unsurpassed by any; and its

widely celebrated

NORTH-WESTERN DINING CARS,

the like of which are not run by any other

road anywhere. In short, it is asserted that

it is the best equipped road in the
world.

All points of interest North, North-west,

and West of Chicago, business centres,

summer resorts, and noted hunting and

fishing grounds, are ccessible by the vari-

ous branches of this road .

Itowns and controls over five thousand
miles of road, and has over four hundred

passenger conductors constantlycaring for
its millions of patrons .

Askyourticket agent for tickets via this

route, and take none other. All leading

ticket agents sell them. It costs no more to

travel on this route that gives first-class ac-

commodations than it does to go by the

poorly equipped roads.

For maps, descriptive circulars , and sum-

mer resort papers, or other information not

obtainable at your local ticket office, write

tothe

GEN'L PASS. AGENT, C. & N.-W. RY

CHICAGO, ILL.

MARTIN LUTHER :

A Study of Reformation.

By EDWIN D. MEAD,

Author of The Philosophy of Carlyle, etc.

Anessay upon the significant phases of

Luther's life and work, with special refer-

ence to present problems of reform; dis-

cussing the principles of Individualism, In-

tellectualism, and Rationalism for which

Luther stood; and the Libertinism, the Old

Orthodoxy and the New Orthodoxy, with

which he came into conflict.

Cloth, 12mo, 194pages. Price $1.25.

Sent, postpaid, on receipt of price,by

THE INDEX,

44 BOYLSTON STREET, Boston.

W CornellUnivLib
3170F

INVESTORS
should confer with the

WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO.,
LAWRENCE, KANSAS .

FirstMortgage Real Estate Loans paid

in New York. Absolute Satisfaction

GUARANTEED. For reliability , consult Third

Nat. Bank, N. Y. City, or Nat. Bank, Lawrence, Kan.

Security large. Interest promptly paid.

Send for pamphlet with testimonials, sample forus, etc.

F. M. Perkins, Pres . N.F Hart, L. II. Perkins, Sec.
J. T. Warne. V. Pres. Auditor.Nandart .W.Gallens c

R. M
ARS

TON

Co

Europe. DINING ROOMS
A series of Original Essays.

Edited by THEODORE STANΤΟΝ, Μ.Α.

With an Introduction by FRANCES

POWER COВВЕ.

Large Octavo, Cloth Extra, $3.50.

CONTENTS.

Tradition to Reason. CharterENGLAND

By ROBERT C. ADAMS .

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.

THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT :

Its Philosophical Basis ; Its Gen.

eral Aims ; Its Relation to Chris-

tianity, Unitarianism, and Free

Religion.

THREE ADDRESSES BEFORE THE FREE RE-

LIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, BOSTON, MAY 30,

by Messrs. W. M. SALTER, W. L.

SHELDON, and S. B. WESTON.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price 15 cents .

Robert G. Ingersoll's Writings.

Only authorized editions .

Vol . I.-THE GODS, and Other

Lectures. Contents: "The Gods,"

"Humboldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individ-

uality," "Heretics and Heresies." 12mo ,

253 pages . Cloth, $1.25 ; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. II.-THE GHOSTS, and Other
Lectures. Contents: "The Ghosts,"

"The Liberty of Man, Woman, and

Child," "The Declaration of Independ-

ence,"e," "About Farming in Illinois,"

"The Grant Banquet Toast," "The Past

rises before me like a Dream," "Tribute

to Rev. Alexander Clark," "Tribute to

I. THE WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE MOVE-

MENT. By Millicent Garrett

Fawcett.

II. THE WOMEN'S EDUCATIONAL

MOVEMENT. By Maria G.

Grey.

III. WOMEN IN MEDICINE. By Fran-

ces E. Hoggan, M.D.

IV. THE INDUSTRIAL MOVEMENT.

By Jessie Boucherett.

V. WOMEN AS PHILANTHROPISTS.

By Henrietta O. Barnett.

IL. GERMANY.

III.

IV .

I. A GENERAL REVIEW OF THE

WOMEN'S MOVEMENT IN GER-

MANY. By Anna Schepeler-

Lette and Jenny Hirsch.

II . THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

GERMAN WOMEN. By Marie

Calm.

HOLLAND. By Elise van Calcar.

AUSTRIA. By Johanna Leiten-

berger.

V. NORWAY. By Camilla Collett.

VI .

VII,

VIII.

IX.

X.
XI .

SWEDEN. By Rosalie Ulrica Olive-

DENMARK. By Kirstine Fred-

crona.

eriksen.

FRANCE. By the Editor.

ITALY.

I. A GENERAL REVIEW. By Au-

relia Cimino Folliero de Luna.

II. THE EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENT.
By Dora D'Istria.

SPAIN, By ConcepcionArenal.
PORTUGAL. By Rodrigues de

Freitas.

M.D.

XII. BELGIUM. By Isala van Diest,

XIII . SWITZERLAND. By MarieGoegg.
RUSSIA. By Marie Zebrikoff.XIV.

XV. POLAND. By Elise Oresko .

XVI. BOHEMIA. By Elise Krásnohorska.

Kehaya.

Ebon C. Ingersoll." 12mo, 243 pages. XVII. THE ORIENT.
Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. III.-SOME MISTAKES OF
MOSES. 12mo, 278 pages. Cloth, $1.25 ;

paper, 50 cents.

Vol. IV.—INGERSOLL ON TAL-
MAGIAN THEOLOGY. (New.)

443pages. Cloth, gilt top, $2.00; plain
cloth, $1.25; paper 50 cents.

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE

SAVED ? 89 pages, 12mo. Paper, 25
cents.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, A
series of articles on the Christian Relig-

ion, byCol. ROBERTG. INGERSOLL, Judge
JEREMIAH S. BLACK, and Prof. GEORGE

P. FISHER. The only complete and au-
thorized edition. One volume, 8vo, 143

pages. Cloth, $1.00 ; paper, 50 cents.

VINDICATION OF THOMAS

PAINE, from the attacks of the

New York Observer. By ROBERT G.

INGERSOLL. Paper, 25 cents.

Just Published :

By Kalliope A.

For sale at THE INDEX office and sent by
mail , prepaid, on receipt of price.

The Success and Failure of Protestantism.
ALecture before the Society for Ethical

Culture of Chicago, by W. M. SALTER.

Price 10 cents. For sale at THE INDEX

office.

THE PROBLEM OF POVERTY.

ALecture delivered before the Society

for Ethical Culture of Chicago. For

sale at THE INDEX office. Price 10 cts .

THE ABSENCE OF DESIGN IN

NATURE. By Prof. H. D. GARRISON.

A Lecture delivered before the Philo-

sophical Society of Chicago. Price 10

cts . For sale at THE INDEX office .

Ingersoll's Lectures Complete. T
In one superb volume, 1306 pages, octavo,

half calf, gilt, mottled edges. Price, post-
paid, $5.00.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL

RIGHTS MASS MEETING, held
atLincoln Hall, Washington,D.C.. Octo-

ber22,1883. Containing the speeches of
Hon. FREDERICK DOUGLASS and Col.

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Large size, ос-

tavo. Paper, price 15 cents.

PROSE - POEMS AND SELEC-

TIONS from the writings and sayings

of Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Embel-

lished with a steel-engraved portrait of

the author. Beautifully printed on ele-

gant white paper, and in every way a

splendidbook forthecentre table. Price
$2.50.

THE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

tising public is respectfully solicited for

THE INDEX. Though the papermustnot be
held responsible for any statements made

by advertisers, the attempt will be honestly

made to keep the advertising pages in en-

tire harmony with its general characterand

principles. To this end, all improper or
"blind" advertisements, all quack adver

tisements, and all advertisements believed
to be fraudulent or unjust to anyone, will
be excluded from these columns.

ADVERTISING RATES.

6"
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IN FRONT OF OUR DINING ROOMS

The Secret of the East ;
OR,

The Origin of the Christian Religion

and the Significance of its

Rise and Decline.

By FELIXL. OSWALD, M.D.

Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1.00.

"Thework covers a great amount of crit-

ical and historical ground independently of

the Buddhistic analogies; it is in fact a vig-

orous, uncompromising outline of Christian

history, with all the weakness and wicked-

ness mercilessly dragged into daylight....

The case against the Christian Church is a

marvellously strong one. The superstitions

and miseries of mediævalism, the woes,

tortures, burnings, rackings, and brutalities

accomplished in the name of Christianity,

are set in blackest array. The Nature-wor-

ship of the paganGreeks and Romans is set
in contrast. or is Dr. Oswald very gener-

ous in admission of improvement in con-

temporary Christianity. To him, it is a

hurtful supernaturalism, impeding science,

diffusing pessimism, promoting hypocrisy,
His

and repressing the physical nature
book remarkably well weitten, brilliantly

concise in style, and, aside from its special

theories, of considerable scientific and his-
toric value. "-Boston Evening Transcript.

Sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt of price

by the INDEX ASSOCIATION, 44 Boylston

Street, Boston, Mass.

Man---Whence and Whither ?

By RICHARD B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.B.

Price $1.00.

For sale at THE INDEX office.

THE INVESTIGATOR.

Published every week at the PaineMemo-
rial, Appleton Street, Boston, Mass .

Volume Fifty-second.

Price $3.00 per annum; 75 cts for three

months to trial subscribers.

The INVESTIGATOR, as heret fore or since

its first commencement upward of half a

century ago, is devoted to the welfare, im-

provement, and happiness of men

women here and now, in this world, the

only world of which there is any positive or

and

10c. per line. demonstrated knowledge. This is the IN-
" "

8c.

6c. " "

бс. 6"
"

Onhalf-column advertisements, adiscount

of10percent.willbe made; onfull-column
advertisements, adiscount of 25per cent.

On all advertisements for which cash is

paid in advance, a further discount of 25 per

For sale at THE: INDEX office, 44 Boylston cent. onthe total, as above calculated, will ,

Street, Boston. bemade.

VESTIGATOR's basis of ac on, and the best

exertions of its manages will always be

used to render it a free and independent

journal, devoted to the development and

promotion of genuine Liberalism, or Uni-
versal Mental Liberty, Free Thought, Free

Inquiry, Free Speech, and a Free Press.

JOSIAH P. MENDUM,

PAINE MEMORIAL BUILDING,

Appleton St. , Boston, Mass.
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SAYS an exchange : "The Bible Society has de-

termined to stop putting Bibles in railroad cars.

Oneof its officers said, 'Of a thousand distributed,

we believe that but ten were read; while three

hundred were so mutilated as to be worthless, and

four hundred stolen. "

THE Cleveland Sunday Sun contains woodcut

portraits of some of the speakers at the Cassadaga

meetings, but the artist seems to have "mixed

these babies up" considerably ; for with the other

portraits appears a very good one of our corre-

spondent, Mr. T. W. Curtis, with the name of

Charles Watts under it.

ACCORDING to an English paper, the vicar of St.

Margaret in Barking, Eng., evidently thinks that

the words of Jesus, "For such is the kingdom of

heaven," applies to such little children only as

have been baptized. "Aman and wife who were

members of his church in good standing lost a

little son lately ; and, because it never had been

baptized, the vicar refused to officiate at the

funeral, andhad the church-yard gates shut dur-

ing the special services which the parents were

compelled to get, so that the coffin could not be
carried in."

WHATEVER be thought of the theology of the

Catholic Review in the following statement, it is

undoubtedlysound: "No greater tyranny, it seems

tous,exists than thatwhich, for the good of the

party,' obliges honest men to swallow candidates

whom they ought to loathe, and whom indeed,

before the nomination, theydeclare they do hate.

So long as voters arebound by this superstition to

ratify the selection of the machines, so long will

the machinists be indifferent to the merits or

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

demerits of the candidates they present. All they❘ great public works,always welcomed a priest and

will look to is the bargain about the division of

the spoils."

L. A. WATKINS writes to the Denver Rocky

Mountain News : "There are thousands of people

in this city who cannot afford to see the Exposi-

tion except on Sundays. Most mechanics and la-

borers having families to support cannot afford to

lose a day's work. They cannot attend at night,

being too tired after a day's toil. They look upon

Sundayas adayof recreation and rest. Thenwhy

should they be denied the privilege of improving

their minds and studying the many beautiful and

instructive exhibits at the Exposition ? Give the

workingman a chance by making it half fare on

the railroad and to the Exposition. In doing this,

you confer as great a blessing on the masses as by

preaching."

In one of our exchanges,we find the following:

"The evening before Daniel Webster died, his

physician repeated to him the words, 'Thy rod

and thy staff they comfort me'; and Webster

replied, as if in sympathy, but too weak to com-

plete the sentence, 'Thy rod and thy staff-the fact

-the fact-I want.' Here the matter rested as at

first reported. A Bostonian now gives what he

declares is the true account, as it came to him

very directly. Webster asked whether he was

likely to live till morning. Dr. Jeffreys, not will-

ing to give a positive answer, repeated from the

twenty-third Psalm. Webster saw the evasion,

and in a clear and rather severe tone said : 'Thy

rod and thy staff!-the fact, the fact I want!'

He desired an answer to his question."

AWRITER in the New York Tribune, to illustrate

the absurdity of our libel laws, after remarking

that it is "only the reckless, irresponsible, and

characterless men who are engaged in printing dis-

reputable newspapers, who persist in libels, and

who, being sued civilly, take advantage of the rule

of pleadings and insert new calumnies to sustain

the old," adds : "They do it because there is no ade-

quate punishment for such original offences, and

none at all for those subsequently committed in

sustaining the first. Under our laws, you may sue

and punish by damages a man for calling you a

thief; but he mayput in his pleadings that you

are also a murderer, and you have no remedy as

against that. You may ask the jury to take it

into consideration as increasing the damages, but

that is all the remedy left you. If you get dam-

ages against the average wilful libeller,you can col-

lect nothing, as the professional libeller is usually

careful to possess nothing in his own name.
If

you take his body,hecanswear himself out of jail
on the ground of his absolute worthlessness. I

meet scores of men found guilty civilly and crim-

inally of libel, but Ihave never seen one in jail or
heard of one paying damages."

The following is taken from an article in the

American Catholic Quarterly Review : "The Italians
show very little love of the [Roman Catholic] faith,

and very little knowledge of it. Far different from
the humble Irish, who, years ago, laboring on the

helped to erect churches as theymoved along. The

Italians neither frequent the churches now accessi-

ble to them, nor exert themselves to erect others

where they can hear the words of truth in their

own tongue. The Italian churches are few com-

pared to the Italian body, and they are not main-

tained exclusively by them. In many cities there

are quarters occupied by Italians who seem tohave

lost all religion, so that when zealous priests, speak-

ing their language, give missions in order to revive
their faith, they find but a score of listeners, the

very women having apparently lost all attachment

to religion ." Since the Italians have for centuries

been educated in the faith and trained under the

influence of Romanism, their present indifference

to it would seem to indicate that it has been tried

by them and found wanting. Catholic writers

often declare that "Protestantism naturally leads to

infidelity." It would seem that the absurd teach-

ings and childish ceremonies of Romanism, contin-

ued unchanged in a period of rapidly increasing

intelligence, are having the effect to disgust mill-

ions even who have been reared in this faith.

SOME weeks ago, Charles Fouilland was returned

at the head of the poll at Roanne. He had been

sent as delegate to the Roubaix conference by all

the workingmen's groups and syndicates of his

native town. According to a statement in To-day

by Eleanor Marx, he was immediately arrested

after his return, by mistake, for assaulting a gen-

darme. "It was pointed out," says this writer,

"that the real culprit was another person alto-

gether, whose only connection with Charles Fouill-

and is that he bears the same surname. But no

notice was taken of this ; and, in order to get rid

of Fouilland during the electioneering campaign,

the adjournment of the trial that was asked for

was refused, and the innocent man condemned to

twenty days' imprisonment. This is bad enough,

but not all. Fouilland 'appealed.' On the 5th of

May, the case was heard at Lyons. The court re-

fused to hear witnesses, refused to adjourn at the

request of the barrister, César Bouchage, retained

at Paris, and augmented the penalty from twenty

days to twelve months' imprisonment. And so

this man, guilty of no crime save that of being a

well-known Socialist, and whose old father is en-

tirely dependent upon him, will for twelve months

have to bear the horrors of the 'Central prison' ;

for he is not even looked upon as a political pris-

oner. 'We have no words,' says Jules Guesde in

the Cri du Peuple, 'to stigmatize this double judi-

cial murder : a moral murder of the most estimable

of workmen, condemned to the disgrace of the

"Central Prison" ; aphysical murder of thepoorold
father whom Charles Fouilland supports. Charles

Fouilland has nothing,and canhave nothing, to do

with the act for which he is to be buried alive : it

is only because he is aworkingman, a member of

the "Parti Ouvrier," that hehas been struck down

by the magistrates. " Such an act of injustice

seems incredible in an enlightened country.

Whether any important facts of the case are sup-

pressed in the above accountwe are unable to say.

-
-

:
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1
IS IT COLLAPSE OR ABSORPTION ?

A writer who signs himself "A Yorkshire Law-

yer" has an article in the Christian Life, London,

under the title, "A Story of Collapse." The Chris-

tian Life is the organ of the most conservative

wing of English Unitarians; and the purpose of

its contributor in the article referred to, which is

givena conspicuous place in the journal, is to make

out that the views represented by Theodore Parker

are practically obsolete, and that the movement he

inaugurated among or in opposition to Unitarians

has collapsed without leaving any permanent re-

sults. He begins thus: "The policy which was

victorious in the Parker controversy of ten years

ago has now met its inevitable fate. It proclaimed

the only bond of cohesion among Unitarians to be,

not a belief, but the criticism of a belief. Under

the promise of attracting to our cause crowds of

outsiders by thus repudiating all doctrinal limita-

tions, it acquired a momentary popularity ; but,

now that experience has shown its true result to

be, not to attract new friends, but only to dis-

hearten old ones, it is sinking fast into disrepute.

Pushed for a brief space into adventitious popu-

larity through the magnificence of its prophecies,

it is disappearing into deserved oblivion through

the worthlessness of its performances."

The writer brings two witnesses to substantiate

his position. The first witness is the London

Inquirer, amore liberal as well as more able Uni-

tarian journal. The Inquirer, some little time

ago, had something to say of the difficulties which

"ministers of the advanced school" among Unita-

rians have to contend with in building up or

retaining societies. Andsome of its sentences "A

Yorkshire Lawyer" now quotes to show that the

"advanced school" of Unitarianism, or the Parker

element, is not a constructive, but a disorganizing

power, and is continually digging its own grave.

The second witness summoned is The Index. The

writer quotes, apart from its connection and pur-

pose, a statement which we made in an article

written three or four years ago, wherein we re-

ferred to the fact that the several independent

societies which arose in this country on the wave

of Theodore Parker's protest against the Unita-

rianism of his time had all ceased to exist, except-

ing Mr. Parker's own, the Twenty-eighth Congre-

gational, in Boston, and that even that was then

in a critical condition,-from which, however, it has

now happily recovered. From this statement "A

Yorkshire Lawyer" argues that Theodore Parker's

influence can no longer be counted as a factor in

the Unitarian movement and churches. And this

use of The Index to support his proposition is the

one point in his article which makes it, for us,

worthy of note.

We are disposed, indeed, to agree with the

"Yorkshire Lawyer" that "a church of mere free

thought" would not have the elements of perma-

nence; and the position which we took in the

article from which he quotes was that the societies

named had not sufficiently taken up the new con-

structive work demanded by their new ideas and

the new times: hence, their dissolution when the

one thing for which they originated had been

accomplished. They came as a protest : they made

their protest, and passed away. But we never

thought nor intimated that Theodore Parker's

work was only critical and negative. There was

the atmosphere of perfect freedom of thought in

the great Music Hall of Boston,when its thou-

sands of hearers thrilled to his words. But he

sent his hearers away much more than merely

free thinkers : he inspired them with heroic moral

purposes, with loftier ideals of character, with en-

thusiasm for great ideas and noble deeds. Theo-

dore Parker was one of the genuine religious

prophets, a man of the type of Isaiah, of Paul,

of Luther. And, even though he had organized

no society, and no church were anywhere remain-

ing that nominally continued his work, such a fact

might be no proof whatever of the cessation of

his power. He was one of those characters whose

vitality survives any institutions they may have

created or beliefs they may have taught.

And, again, if "A Yorkshire Lawyer" were to

visit this country, he would find the essential

teachings of Theodore Parker largely permeating

the Unitarian denomination. He would find, we

think it may be said with entire safety, the great

body of Unitarian ministers much nearer to Park-

er's position than to Channing's. He would find

many Unitarian ministers and societies advanced

beyond Parker's position. He would find the min-

isters of the Western Conference, with very few

exceptions, advocates of the purely natural view

of the character of Jesus and of the genesis of

Christianity; and he would find a large number

of the Eastern ministers not a whit behind their

Western brethren in this respect. He would find

a considerable number of these ministers members

of and in full sympathy with the Free Religious

Association. He would find the Unitarian Sun-

day-school Societies issuing books for the use of

the young, that are in entire accord with the stand-

point and general views of Theodore Parker's

"Discourse of Religion," and these books in use

as text-books in the Sunday-schools of some of the

oldest Unitarian societies. He would find the

communion service dropping out of use in not a

few of the older societies in the Eastern States,

and its observance in the Western societies the

exception rather than the rule. In a word, our

Yorkshire friend would learn that, though here

and there the echoes of the old controversy may

still linger, yet Theodore Parker's name will be

spoken amid general respect and even reverence in

Unitarian assemblies to-day, where a generation

ago it would have been received only with bitter

scorn, and that, though there may be but one soci-

ety distinctly recognized as Parker's followers,

there is little need of any others now, since Park-

er's spirit and teachings have been so largely im-

bibed by the Unitarian societies. If Parkerism as

a distinct movement has collapsed, it is because

Unitarianism has absorbed it into its own living

fibre. Nor is it the first time in religious history

that an old organization has been revitalized by

eating the mental flesh and drinking the spiritual

blood of its alleged enemy.

Wм. Ј. РоOTTER.

THE GHOST OF THEISM .

The battle of those who cling to the ghost of

anthropomorphism, or theism, should be fought, it

seems to me, in the field of teleology,-the dim

region of the unconscious, the marvellous realm

in which Darwin and Von Hartmann, working by

different methods and with diverging aims, yet

oftenmove in parallel lines, Von Hartmann going

deeper than the English scientist, and asserting

that what to Darwin seems the work of pure

chance is really the work of a Universal Uncon-

scious Will.

But even if, in the sphere of organized life

(vegetable and animal), an "Inscrutable Power"

should be proved to be performing what we may

call sub-psychical acts of the most marvellons❘

kind, and all mutations of species should be shown

to have teleological origin, yet, after all, by what

warrant shall we say that those sub-psychical acts,

interpreted as they must be in terms of matter, can

bring true tidings, adequate measurement, exhaus-

tive inventory, of the nameless Being? Its Appa-

rition has a million tongues, but dare one of them

breathe the everlasting secret ?

"Ask on, thou clothed eternity,

Time is the false reply."

The sooner we give up the attempt to project

our own nature into the extra-human sphere, the

better it will be for our peace of mind. Five

thinkers of modern times have contributed to

make anthropomorphic theism as obsolete as as-

trology : they are Berkeley,Hume,Kant, Spencer,

and Darwin. It is in vain that we attempt to

escape from the charmed circle of our limitations.

Of the nature of the universe we can but know

that we know nothing. Drop our earth into the

solar fires, and the moon, if revolving at its present

distance of two hundred and forty thousand miles

from the earth, would find its orbit still bathed in

the iron vapor of the sun, so vast is that globe of

fire. Can the Power that sweeps through the

universe, terribly clothed with that solar glory,

and filling besides the fathomless interstellar gulfs

of icy blackness with its mysterious energy, can

that Power ever be understood by such organic

motes as we, swarming, basking here in the storm

of heat that beats upon the shore of our little

watery sphere, our spinning fire-ball draped in

green for a day, curtained in liquid transparencies

for an hour, balancedby the juggler's hand in its

soundless flight for a brief æon of time ? No: let

the old Norse heroism, the masculine strength of

our fathers, nerve us to cut loose once and for all

from the profitless dreams of sophistical philoso-

phies, and set our feet firm upon the twinrocks of

Nescient Reverence and Moral Action.

Iknow that it is only through a process of agony

and sorrow that the religious mind finds itself at

last compelled to camp on this ultima thule of phi-

losophy. But I also know that there alone can

deep peace of mind be found, there alone the

strength of the stag in its inaccessible fastness,-

"The hills , like giants at a hunting, lay

Chin uponhand, to see the game at bay."

At bay, but undaunted, and strengthening the

thews for a nobler course.

Who is it that has not a profound sympathy for

the honest thinkers trembling on the shore of the

dark river of nescience and doubtful oftheplunge?

It cuts deep into our pride to confess our insig-

nificance in the scheme of things. We thought

ourselves in special favor with the King, and now

know not whether he has even noticed us. How

mortifying that the universe seems unconscious of

our existence ! We have never seen our Father.

Heput us into the box of the great foundling hos-

pital, left us a few toys, and then travelled into a

distant country. He gave us little wills and little

minds, wonderful little automata we,-but did he

in truth make us "in his image" ? That is just

what we cannot tell, and bootless is it to waste our

lives in guessing.

But to leave generalizing andgetsome practical

point out of this train of thought, to which I have

been led by a word of conversation withMr. Edwin

D. Mead. Mr. Mead justly says that Emerson

believed himself to be in an intellectual relation to

the universe ; but, when he also says that he was

a theist, I hesitate. He is theistic in his prose and

in manyparts of his poems; but, in most of the

more inspired and impassioned portions of the

philosophical poems,-in other words, in those por-

tions written when his faculties were aroused to

their highest pitch of seer-vision, he clearly soars

clean beyond theism into whatwe may call pan-

theistic nescience. In his "Song of Nature," in

"Brahma," "The Sphinx," "Initial, Dæmonic, and

Celestial Love," and elsewhere,he rises in thought

above the gods themselves into the region "where

the sunny Æon sleeps." It is above the realm of
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daimons, which lies, indeed, close to men like

undulating layer of air. It is a point from which

one looks down uponmenandgods alike, and sees

that the real God is the universe in its totality,

sometimes called by Emerson Fate, sometimes

Brahma, andsometimes Pan, or the Rock of Ages.

In the "Song of Nature," it is the universe who is

the real creator. I, Nature, formed the world out

of the nebulous mist (stanza seven), while the

forces men call gods were masking in saurian,

star, and flower. I, Fate, will whirl the wheel and

mix the bowl, and man shall be born. In "Celes-

tial Love," it is stated that, when mind rises into

the realm of absolute vision, it sees that

"The race of gods,

Orthosewe erring own,

Areshadows flitting up and down

Inthe still abodes ."

What better incarnation of pure pantheism canbe

found than the third stanza of "Brahma" ?

"They reckon ill who leave meout;

Whenme they fly, I am the wings ;

Iamthedoubter andthe doubt,

AndI thehymnthe Brahmin sings ."

Then ponder again the following from "Wood-

notes":-

"Onward and on, the eternal Pan,

Who layeth the world's incessant plan,

Halteth never in one shape,

But forever doth escape

Likewave or flame, into new forms

Ofgemand air, of plants and worms."

Hereyou have the Universal Entity or Power lik-

ened to flame or water-waves, taking on always

new forms, but remaining the one substance. Is

thistheism?

such by drops of the enchanted wine in differing

measure, until into the last drop "himself he

flings," and forms man. This is pure theism. In

the same poem are the lines,-

"Ever fresh the broad creation,

Adivine improvisation,

From the heart of God proceeds."

Finally, in "The World Soul," it is said of Des-

tiny, or the Inscrutable Power, that

"Theseeds of land and sea

Are the atoms of his body bright,

Andhis behest obey."

This, too, is pure theism, or the doctrine of a uni-

versal soul distinct from matter, and animating it

with its presence.

for one, wish to do so.

It seems to me hopeless to attempt to reconcile

the various passages I have quoted; nor should I,

The pantheistic portions

of Emerson's poems will live for ages as a witness

to the power of this keenest of intellects to rise

above the limitations of the prevalent philosophy

ofhisday.

GERYON .

W. S. KENNEDY.

One of the worst of the fiends whom Dante

meets in the pit is Geryon, the spirit of fraud,

with his smiling face like that of an honest man,

andhis snaky body, ending in a scorpion's tail. It

is he who carries the poet down to see how hor-

rible are the punishments of thieves, seducers, pec

ulators, coiners, forgers, false prophets, unjust

judges, and traitors. More than half of the Inferno

is devoted to these sinners, who are said to be

Apoem of Emerson's called "Spiritual Laws" much worse punished than misers, sensualists, or

has these remarkable pantheistic lines :-

"Theliving heaven thy prayers respect,

House at once and architect,

Quarrying man's rejected hours

Builds therewith eternal towers."

These lines evidently teach the identity of matter

andmind, and that the one substance works, some-

what after the manner of Von Hartmann's Uncon-

scious, with ceaseless urge; and yet, doubtless in

Emerson's view, not blindly, but with purpose or

foresight.

Inafragment recently published by the literary

executors of Mr. Emerson, in his collected works,

occurs this stanza :-

"Ever the Rock ofAges melts

Into the mineral air,

To be of the quarry whence to build

Thought and its mansions fair."

Both the brain and the mind are here said to be

born of material substance, or, as Emerson rightly

regarded it, psycho-material substance, "the eter-

nal Pan." The following again is a magnificent

pantheistic passage, only recently published in the

collected works above alluded to :-

"Owhat areheroes, prophets, men,

But pipes through which the breath of Pan dothblow

Amomentarymusic....

... Ebbs the tide, they lie

Whitehollow shells upon the desert shore.

But not the less the eternal wave rolls on

To animatenew millions, and exhale

Races and planets, its enchanted foam."

Such are some of the poetical passages clearly

pantheistic in their meaning. Still, as I said, it

is only in these supreme and impassioned moments

that Emerson rises out of the anthropomorphic

cloud above the "flickering Dæmon film." And

I readily admit that out of both his prose and his

poetrycanbe gleaned athousand theistic passages.

In his "Woodnotes," a few lines below the very pas-

sage just quoted, he falls into the anthropomorphic

vein fromwhich it is all but impossible for any

one toescape, and speaks of the eternal Pan as

impartingenergy, or the wine of his power, to the
various organic forms, making them such and

To say, "The editors of my newspaper and the

president of my college think these charges true,

and so I shall vote against Blaine" ; or "Senator

this and General that say the charges don't

amount to any thing, and so I shall stand by the

good old party," is as contemptible as to say, "My

pastor and his bishop believe in the Athanasian

creed, and I amgoing to believe just as they do."

Our country calls for patriotic and intelligent

voters, who will look with their own eyes, and act

according to their own consciences. And a patri-

otic conscience must consider the charge of dis-

honesty, which directly affects fitness for office,

andwhich is made against only one of the possible

Presidents, much more important than another

charge, which does not absolutely incapacitate a
man for public service, and which unfortunately is

pressed against both the leading candidates. Even

a lower tariff has no such dangers as a lower stand-

ard of morals. The good old party I believe in

myself is that which is for justice and honor

against fraud and falsehood. We have a plain

issue before us, not to be explained away or cov-

ered up or put out of sight. Those charges

against Mr. Blaine rest on evidence of whose

strength every reader can judge for himself, and

those charges are either true or false. Men

whose dispassionate investigation of the facts has

led to a conscientious conviction that Mr. Blaine's

integrity is spotless cannot easily express their

opinion too warmly. But he whose reason and

conscience tell him that the charges are just is

solemnly bound to ask himself what he cando to

save our country from a corrupt ruler; to keep

that great line of Presidents, which began with

themanwho could not tell a lie, from being pol-

luted by a name stained with falsehood and fraud;

to prevent Geryon from making the White House

black.

F. M. HOLLAND.

VOTING POWER AND ELIGIBILITY TO OF-

FICE IN LIBERAL ORGANIZATIONS .

evenmurderers. And so they ought to be. Even in

Dante's time, society was much more in peril from

crimes of fraud than fromthose of self-indulgence

or violence. All our institutions are founded on

the mutual confidence of man inman. It is faith

that other people mean honestly toward us which

feeds all industrial prosperity and social life. The

new gospel the world needs to day is a gospel of

justice. The old parable, in which men are re-

warded and punished according to their generosity

merely, might well be rewritten so as to show that

on the right hand of the throne of judgment must

stand those blessed ones who have bought and

sold honestly, kept their promises, paid every man

his due, and set their faces against all corruption ;

while on the left hand, doomed to burning flames

of public indignation and secret shame, are the

fraudulent bankrupts, the traders who have de-

ceived their customers, and the office holders who

have sacrificed the nation's interest and honor to

their own private gain. Not only the life and

property of each individual, but our common lib- eral columns themselves.

erty as a people is guarded by the sword of justice.

Faith of man in man is the pillar of the State.

That is the faith by which America has been | friends. Its purposes were announced in the Lib-

saved. Neither tyranny nor anarchy can get a

footing in a nation whose citizens know they can

trust each other. All our politicalsafety andpros-

perity rests on this foundation. The worst of

public enemies is the manwho deliberately prac-

tises secret fraud. The corrupt politician who

betrays a public trust in order to make money,

and then shields himself by lies against exposure,

is the only kind of traitor or rebel who is at pres-

entdangerous.

The patriotic citizen is always watchful to keep

cheats and liars out of office and put honest men

in. And this duty is peculiarly pressing just now,

when one of the foremost candidates for the presi-

dency is charged with systematic fraud and false-

hood. This is not the place for me to say whether

I think these charges true. Noman has aright

to take another's opinion on such a point as this.

In The Index of September 4, under the title of

"The New Organization," Mr. T. W. Curtis has

issued what might be termed an informal call for

the formation of a National Liberal Organization .

As there are associations already in the field

which the new body would be intended to oссиру,

it must be presumed that there are weighty rea-

sons why many radicals persistently decline join-

ing their efforts with those of already existing

societies. Indeed, it appears evident that, along

with the forces which tend to separate the Liberals

of our day from their opponents, other forces of

almost equal potency tend to disintegrate the lib-

The National Liberal League originated chiefly

through the efforts of Mr. F. E. Abbot and his

eral platform adopted at Rochester, N.Y., Oct. 26,

1876. Its constitution, adopted July 1, 1876, may

be considered amodel document. And yet it was

but two years later that the founders of the

League, believing that the associationwas about

to become unfaithful to its proper ends,withdrew

from the organization. But is not a change of

policy a necessary consequence of any society's

extension of its membership by the accession of

so heterogeneous elements as was apparently in

this instance the case? In the Constitution of

the Liberal League, Article IV., it is provided

that "any person who shall pay one dollar into

the treasury shall be entitled to a certificate,

signed by the President and Secretary, as an

annual member of the National Liberal League."

I notice that the Constitution of the Free Relig-

ious Association is equally liberal in its provision
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for the admittance of total strangers to member-

ship.

This liberality in not only opening the gates,

but, as it were, taking them off their hinges and

reducing them to kindling wood, appears to me a

great mistake in political practice. So long as

their opponents are accustomed to accomplish their

endsmore frequentlyby unfair thanby fairmeans,

the gates of liberal associations should be care-

fully guarded. As the Constitution of the Free

Religious Association now stands, what is to

prevent a sufficiently large body of its opponents

from rushing in, political heeler fashion, making

themselves voters by the payment of that one

dollar, and then perverting its name and prestige

to some base purpose directly opposed to the

spirit in which the organization was conceived ?

So long as the "crank" (generally, as I understand

it, a sincere fanatical "Liberal" of great narrow-

ness of mental horizon) seeks admission to all

liberal organizations, the relative rights of mem-

bers should be surrounded by safeguards and

restrictions.

A natural law seems to operate against the

steadfastness of purpose of all liberal societies,

nay, against their very liberality itself. And this

is to be expected just so long as each member has

equal voting power, regardless of his or her rela-

tive breadth of views and cultivation. It is this

equality of voting powerwhich, inmyestimation,

not only ruins liberal associations, but is also

instrumental inblasting the political health of the

nation. It is this equality of voting power which

deters many able men from joining liberal organi-

zations, as well as from performing the so-called

"duties of citizenship." It is this equality of the

most ignorant with the wisest which prevents

the "consensus of the competent" from directing

human affairs. That our entire system of social

and political organizations sadly needs recasting

will be admitted by all Liberals. And I believe

that this can be best accomplished by the prelimi-

nary formation of a number of liberal societies to

serve as models upon which the nation may be

remoulded.

Equal universal suffrage is an evident failure :

unequal universal suffrage remains to be tried.

"Intelligence qualifications" of the right to vote

have been before this proposed; but, so far as I

am aware, these were all in the direction of the

entire exclusion of the illiterate, and never in that

of a gradation of voting power and eligibility to

office on the basis of the systematically ascertained

range of information of each citizen and candidate.

In the proposed liberal model organizations, the

inequalization of voting power and eligibility to office

should be conditioned by the constitution and

by-laws, and carried into effect by an elective

committee charged with the periodical examina-

tion of members.

To illustrate what should be done, let us sup-

pose A. B. and C. D. to have been recently ad-

mitted to membership. Until examined, they have

no vote. After a careful examination by the

committee, it is found that, compared with certain

ideal standards, A. B.'s information is to C. D.'s

information as 12 to 17. Then these two numbers

will represent the respective voting power and

eligibility of the two members. On all questions

and in all elections, A. B. casts 12 votes and C. D.

17. Should A. B. and C. D. be candidates for

office, the former's vote must be multiplied by 12

and the latter's by 17. If the former received 40

votes, 12×40=480 is counted for him: if C. D.

received 30 votes, 17× 30 = 510 is his number; and,

in this case, not A. B., but C. D., is elected. Evi-

dently, under this system, the well-informed would

have considerable political advantages over the

less informed; and the danger of the latter's vote

throwing the society's government into the hands

of the ignorant "crank" or unscrupulous dema-

gogue, even if not entirely eliminated,would cer-

tainly be very much lessened. At all events, the

attempt deserves to be made.

I do not in any sense mean to assert that the

here proposed amendment to the methods of social

organization would carry in its train overwhelm-

ing revolutionary successes. But Ildo most sin-

cerely believe that an experiment in association

of the kind indicated would slowly but surely lead

to the most beneficial results,-the foundation of a

social structure destined, in the course of years, to

assume noble dimensions,-a temple of Liberalism

upon whose model, illuminated from within, the

nation could be reformed.

The experiment can be made whenever, in any

of our great cities, a nucleus of thoroughly sincere

and serious Liberals can be found who are con-

vinced of the value of the plan. With such a

body, I for one should gladly unite my efforts.

CHARLES FROEBEL.

NOT " THE BEGINNING OF THE EVIL. "

Mr. J. K. Applebee, in a recent discourse, re-

ferring to the resolutions relating to laws against

indecent literature, adopted at the first congress of

the National Liberal League, says : " There was

nothing which I, as an individual, could object to

in Mr. Underwood's resolution; but, as a member

of the League, if I had been such, Ishould have

objected to it entirely." To this statement, no

reply need be made. But Mr. Applebee goes

farther, and says : "This" (the resolution referred

to above) "was the beginning of the evil. From

that unhappy moment, the seeds of decay set in,

and the League began to die." To this statement,

we take exception. The adoption of the resolu-

tions referred to, as Mr. Abbot who at the time ap-

proved them said two years subsequently, settled

the question which had been brought into the

League by Mr. Andrews "wisely and well." At the

next annual congress there was an increased attend-

ance, the proceedings were harmonious, and the

work done, as reported in The Index, was very

satisfactory. The League showed no signs of

decay; and there was no contention or trouble

whatever resulting from, and no reference to, the

resolution, on the adoption of which, Mr. Apple-

bee says, "the League began to die." The issue of

repeal or reform did not arise until the arrest of

Messrs. Heywood and Bennett and the circulation

of a petition for the "repeal or material modifica-

tion" of the postal laws of 1873,-circumstances

that led to a controversy in liberal papers, which

was carried into the next annual congress held at

Syracuse in 1878, when the first division of the

League occurred. Mr. Applebee says that, at the

time Col. Ingersoll left the League, "next to con-

gratulating Col. Ingersoll on leaving it, I felt

inclined to congratulate myself at never having

belonged to it." But, if those "religious Liberals"

like Mr. Applebee, who, when the League had

adopted a ruinous policy, congratulated themselves

"at never having belonged to it," had taken some

interest in the organization before the disaster

occurred, it could easily have been averted, and

the League could have been kept to its original

purpose. "The present disgrace," wrote Mr.

Abbot, soon after the Syracuse congress, "could

never have been inflicted upon the liberal cause,

had it not been for the abstention of the better

class of Liberals." What was done at the Liberal

League Congress in 1876 was done without the

light afforded by the discussion and experience

of the past eight years, and doubtless mistakes

were made; but Mr. Applebee, whose opinion as

to the merits of the discussion between the two

factions of the Liberal League we now learn for

the first time, andwhomight,hadhe beenwithus

at Philadelphia in 1876,have given needed assist-

ance, has not succeeded, we think, in pointing out

anyof those mistakes. As to the pointmentioned,

the judgment of Mr. Abbot may be accepted as

correct, when in 1878 he said, "At the time of its

birth, the League assumed a firm and wise posi-

tion on this 'obscene literature question' ; and it

needs now to maintain this position with increased

clearness, vigor, and emphasis." There are several

statements in Mr. Applebee's discourse to which

exception mayfairlybe taken, and the severitywith

which he condemns all who have joined in the

demand, the most unwise demand, we believe, for

repeal of the so-called Comstock laws, is so undis-

criminating that it is likely to do more harm than

good to the side in defence of which it is used.

The Liberal League movement had its begin-

ning in The Index in an appeal published in 1873,

accompanied by "The Demands of Liberalism,"

one of which is "that all laws shall be conformed

to the requirements of naturalmorality,equal rights,

and impartial liberty." "The idea which created

the Natural Liberal League," as Mr. Abbot said at

its first congress, " is that of a free State absolutely

independent of the Church and founded on the

equal natural rights of all individuals." But the

equal natural rights of all individuals do not

imply the right or the obligation of the govern-

ment of the United States, whose only powers are

those delegated to it by the several States, to be a

carrier of indecent publications which are pro-

hibited by all the States and condemned by all

decent men andwomen, irrespective of their views

on religion or other disputed questions. The Lib-

eral League, therefore, in demanding the repeal of

postal laws against the transmission of such litera-

ture through the mails made a grave mistake, a virt-

ual admission of which is involved in recent dec-

larations of its leaders. The sentiment worked up

among the subscribers of a few papers in favor of

"repeal" by two or three persons, with the co-opera-

tion of their friends and sympathizers, who were

identified with the liberal movement, and who,

whatever may be said of them personally as to

their lack of propriety and taste, were undoubtedly

victims of religious bigotry and unfair legal inter-

pretation, is subsiding; and those who were the

most instrumental in producing this sentiment are

willing and anxious to discontinue the agitation.

They see that, with a better understanding of the

objects of the postal laws of 1873, people are more

discriminating and just, and that now judges and

juries have learned to discriminate between really

obscene publications, which we are glad to say are

pretty effectually suppressed, and works like Hey-

wood's pamphlet, for circulating which Heywood

and Bennett were a few years ago unjustly impris-

oned, and of which Mr. Abbot well said, "To

confound this book with that vile class of litera-

ture which alone ought to be suppressed is a mon-

strous injustice, and we protest against it with irre-

pressible indignation." It is seen, too, by those

who have opposed "repeal" that they should con-

demn, toquote the words of Mr. Abbot, "Anthony

Comstock's absurd fanaticism, whichnot onlymakes

him procure the imprisonment of mere social theo-

rizers as criminals, but also moves him to declare

war against the historical paintings of artists of

high reputation like Hans Makart on the ground

that they are indecent." "When men are punished

for promulgating their mere opinions as a crime,

andwhen this oppression is a direct interference of

the Church with the State,who shall say that it is

an issue foreign to the objects of the Liberal

League ?"

B. F. UNDERWOOD.
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DESPOTISM IN RUSSIA.
ness which come from genuine culture of all the

powers of mind and heart, Mrs. Oakes Smith is a

golden link uniting this to a preceding generation.

The wife of Seba Smith, the journalist and hu-

morist, who is remembered as the author of Jack

Downing's Letters, she has bravely borne her part

in the battle of life. Thirty years ago, she was

the centre of a distinguished literary coterie in

New York City, and even then occupied the

platform which women, at that period, seldom

mounted. Mrs. Oakes Smith, from an early age,

has written much and well. Some of her poems

are genuine inspirations, informed with that subtle

spiritual quality which can never be simulated.

Tender, winning, and varied are the images which

she embodies in felicitous forms; and it is a pity

that the public have not the opportunity to read

her productions more frequently. So true a

reformer should not be allowed to sit in silence

and isolation. Mrs. Oakes Smith is spending the

summer with Sallie Holley, that good Samaritan of

Lottsburg, Va., where all the region round about

receives daily blessings from the hand of the

friend of the freedmen."

is simply one which science cannot touch. In the

future as in the past, I have no doubt it will be

provisionally answered in differentways by differ-

ent minds, on an estimate of what is called 'moral

probability,' just as we see it diversely answered

in the 'Modern Symposium.' For my own part, I

should be much better satisfied with an affirma-

tive answer as affording perhaps some unforeseen

solution to the general mystery of life. But there

is one thing which every true philosopher ought to

dread even more than the prospect of annihila-

tion,and that is the unpardonable sin of letting

preference tamper with his judgment. I have no

sympathy with those who stigmatize the hope of

immortal life as selfish or degrading, and with

Mr. Harrison's proffered substitute I confess I

have no patience whatever. This travesty of

Christianityby Protestantism seems to me, as it

does to Prof. Huxley, a very sorry business. On

the other hand, I cannot agree with those who

consider a dogmatic belief in another life essen-

tial to the proper discharge of our duty in this.

Though we may not knowwhat is to come here-

after, we have, at any rate, all the means ofknowl-

edge requisite for making our present lives pure

and beautiful. It was Jehovah's cherished servant

who declared in Holy Writ that his faith was

stronger than death. There is something over-

whelming in the thought that all our rich stores

of spiritual acquisition may perish with us . But

the wise man will cheerfully order his life, un-

daunted by metaphysical snares that beset him;

learning and learning afresh, as if all eternity lay

before him; battling steadfastly for the right, as if

this day were his last. 'Disce ut semper victurus,

vive ut cras moriturus. "

It is not strange that there areNihilists in Rus-

sia secretly at work to destroy the government.

Thewonder is that the number is not larger, and

that acts of violence by them are so few. Of

the despotism that prevails, of the corruption per-

vading every department of the government, of the

cruelty of sub-rulers, of the policy of suppressing

all independence of thought and freedom of ex-

pression by the knout, by imprisonment, by exile,

by murder under the forms of law, many writ-

ers have given us full statements and convincing

proof. One of the indications of the purpose and

spirit of the tyrannical government of Russia is

the system of censorship over literature which it

has established. An imperial decree prohibits

translations from Huxley, Spencer, Mill, Lubbock,

Bagehot, Agassiz, and Lyell. Booksellers are for-

biddento sell the second volume of Lecky's His-

tory of Rationalism in Europe. If a publisher of

anyworks is suspected of holding unsound politi-

cal or religious views, his business is stopped by

official authority. Ignorant men are often ap-

pointed as censors, with authority to proscribe any

magazine or paper in which they imagine there is

anything offensive. A Frenchman, who had lived

in Russia nearly his whole life, and who was ex-

tensivelyengaged in the book trade, was arrested

on suspicion and kept in prison nearly a month

without examination. He declared that he had

carefully avoided dealing in any forbidden litera-

ture, and there was no evidence to the contrary;

but after a hearing, which was a mere form and

farce, hewas sent to St. Petersburg, and there kept

injail seven months. Through the influence of

the French consul into whose hands he had man-

aged to get a note, he was given ahearing before

the chief of police, who, in reply to his declaration

that he had sold no contraband literature, said :

"That I know quite well. You have done nothing

openly illegal, I admit; but that only shows how

very prudent you are, and, therefore, all the more

dangerous. It is true, also, that we have found

no forbidden literature in your possession.

the same, we know quite well that it is possible so

to arrange an assortment even of authorized books

as to spread subversive ideas quite as effectually as

if they were revolutionary pamphlets printed at

Geneva." The consul demanded that the prisoner

be at once put on trial or released. He was prom-

ised release on condition that he would leave the

country. Being given only twenty-four hours in

which to dispose of his property at Karkoff,

whither he was taken under strong guard, he was

obliged to leave his stock in the hands of an

agent, who disposed of it at a quarter of its cost.

Is it surprising that, under a system of repression

such as these facts indicate, there are men and

women in Russia who hate the Czar, and would

gladly put an end to his despotic reign ? Is it

strange that, when he visited Warsaw lately, the

railwaywas guardedby thousands of soldiers who

had orders to shoot any persons who approached

within three thousand feet of the track, or that

there were, as a despatch stated, "a thousand

arrests in connection with the Czar's visit" ? In

no part of his empire is his life safe. It looks

now as though revolution, which is often necessary

tothe process ofevolution, would alone saveRussia

from the continued existence of a most grinding

despotism.

All

SUPERSTITION consists essentially in putting in

things, or back of them, wills like ours. Ani-

mals are not superstitious, because they do not

try to comprehend. Man, on the contrary, tries to

account for the phenomena he perceives, and, in

order to do this, projects himself in a fashion into

them. This first attempt to systematize the uni-

versehad a kind of grandeur, even in a scientific

view, and had also its poetry. But its myths of

the ancient ages can no longer be seriously re-

garded in the age of science. Is this to be re-

gretted for the sake of art? Yes, they say; for it

was more poetical to put wills like ours behind ex-

terior objects than to submit them to the hard

laws of science : a law is not as good as a god.

But we answer to this, that a law in itself has

something of the divine. As one of the charac-

teristics of divinity is infinity, a law connecting

phenomena one with another, and inviting us un-

haltingly to ascend the chain of causes,opens im-

mense perspectives to the mind, and gives to who-

ever investigates it a view of infinity in the

smallest objects, or, we might say, makes the in-

finite present in every phenomenon.... From this

arises a new kind of poetry, more austere, perhaps,

but more profound and more lasting.-Revue des

Deux Mondes .

REV. JAMES FREEMAN CLARKE in the Christian

Register says : " May there not be some specimens

of human nature, who, having been from the be-

ginning under good influence and guidance, have

never deliberately gone astray ? For my part, I

not only believe in the sinlessness of Jesus, but in

that of numbers of others. And I believe in the

progress of the race, that the time will come

when the majority will lead sinless lives." Com-

menting on this article, the editor of the Register

remarks : " The goodness of Jesus is thus as-

sumed to be natural, not miraculous, an expe-

rience in the line of our human development,

and not outside of it. To some, this admission

seems to rob Jesus of that uniqueness of character

which both the Arian and the orthodox view of

his nature ascribed to him ; but this uniqueness

meant also the isolation of Jesus from human

history, and nullified to a great extent the force

of his example. The assumption of the miracu-

lous birth of Jesus, like the Roman Catholic as-

sumption of the miraculous birth of Mary, was

an endeavor to cut them off hypothetically from

the line of human sinfulness; while it equally
excluded them from receiving any of the heredi-

tary benefits of human virtue. If we may now

believe that men and women born under natural

human conditions have been sinless, it no longer

becomes necessary to suppose that Jesus needed the

advantage of miraculous conditions of birth, in

order to attain what others have attained without

it. Instead of being a violation of physiological

law, the birth and life of Jesus are seen to be a
beautiful sanctification of it ."

An exchange says : "The American people, with

an honorable, manly, and generous sense of what

is due to family life, have during the last hundred

years, in spite of the savage bitterness of political

contests for a prize so great as the Presidency, ab-

stained from dragging women into the arena; and

they have recognized the fact that, though all

'charges' of a disgraceful nature wound a man's

family and friends, there is only one charge which

necessarily imputes guilt to others than himself,

and that no woman can either publicly defend her-

self against such a charge, or sit silent under it,

without suffering in social estimation in a way

which to most women is almost worse than death.

Political managers have not the reputation of being

very scrupulous, and probably are no worse in this

respect now than they were eighty years ago; but

they have always recoiled until now from carrying

their warfare into people's homes, and making

female shame or misfortune a stock topic on the

stump or in the campaign documents."
B. F. U. In the Religio-Philosophical Journal, Mrs. Hester

M. Poole thus refers to one of our valued contrib-

utors : "One of the most venerable and respected

of all is Elizabeth Oakes Smith, now active and

brilliant, at the age of seventy-eight. Agraceful

MUCH reliance has been placed upon the oath as

a practical security by politicians and moralists,

ancient andmodern; but, on the other hand, there

In regard to the doctrine of immortality, Mr.

John Fiske wrote in 1877 : "Scientifically speaking

there is no presumption either way,and there is

no burden of proof on either side. The question yet stately form, with that dignity and sweet- is a growing feeling that only the ignorant and
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superstitious are boundby it; that it is an evil, as

increasing temptation to perjury, and still more

as encouraging the inference that aman need not

speak the truth, unless he is upon oath. The more

the subject is considered, says the Christian World,

the more surprise must be felt that a practice so

manifestly arising out of the barbarism of long

past ages should survive amidst the light, the

knowledge, and the moral development of the

present day. "Whatever may be the issue of the

present miserable struggle, which is more a con-

flict of personal animosities and prejudices than of

principles, the day cannot be far distant when

these misleading and empty ceremonies will give

place to simpler, manlier, andmore Christian prac-

tices in harmony with the teaching of our Lord.".

-London Inquirer.

AFRIEND in a distant city in a letter relating

mainly to business, thus refers to his experience :

"That men of sincerity, depth of thought, and re-

finement of purposes, should be intensely repelled

by the coarse andvulgar flippancy of acertain wing

of radicalism, I can readily understand. I, at one

time, was a member of the Liberal Club in this

city, but left it, because in all its discussions it

seemed to be governed by the 'consensus of the

incompetent.' The recognition of this fact in-

duced in me a serious spell of transient but almost

suicidal melancholy. For what I asked was 'lib-

erty of speech,' and echo seemed to answer 'liberty

to screech.' I have since that time held myself

aloof from radical societies. Lately, however, I

have seen cause to modify somewhat my views on

'crankism.' It is an open question whether these

persons have not, after all, a mission to fulfil,

though of course not the one they themselves

imagine."

THE Independent, in a notice of Capt. Adams'

Travels in Faith from Tradition to Reason, says:

"Mr. Adams is the son of the late Rev. Nehemiah

Adams, D.D., of Boston, minister of the Essex

Street Church, pastor of Rufus Choate, whose

eulogy was pronounced by that eloquent preacher.

His high Calvinism and South Side View made him

famous in his day. His second son, we believe,

Robert C. Adams, took to the sea, and for many

years was known as a Christian master and a

model sailor. Later, he settled in Montreal, began

reading Theodore Parker, and drifted into these

Travels in Faith, which do not seem to have ended

until they had carried him clear over and beyond

the limits of the subject. The present volume

contains the story of his believing days, the his-

tory of his lapse, and the exposition of his present

opinions."

HERBERT BANCROFT, in referring in his great

historical work (vol. xxii.) to early missionary

labors on the Pacific coast, says :-

Speaking generally, all missionary effort is a fail-

ure. Such, history pronounces to be its fate. Mis-

sionary effort seeks to lift the savage mind from the

darkness of its own religion, which God and nature

have given it as the best for it, andto fix it on the

abstract principles of civilized belief which it cannot

comprehend. It seeks to improve the moral andma-

terial conditions of the savage, when its very touch is

death. The greatest boon Christianity can confer

upon the heathen is to let him alone. They are not

ready yet to cultivate the soil or learn to read, or to

change their nature or their religion. These ends the

Almightyaccomplishes in his own good time and way,

unfolding their minds as from a germ of his own

implanting into the clearer light as they are able to

receive it.

MISS EASTMAN's topic at the Social Supper next

Wednesday evening will be "Our Duty to Speak

our Uttermost Thought."

OUR SOCIAL SUPPER.

Allwho wish for the frequent social intercourse

of believers in Liberty of Thought, as well as for

the active co-operation of women with men in

solving the great moral problems now urgent, are

cordially invited to the Social Supper in Parker

Fraternity Hall on Wednesday evening,October 1.

Full notice has already been given in The Index,

atwhose office tickets, at 50 cts.,maybe procured.

Our friends are earnestly requested to apply early.

The first of the hymns which will then be sung,

and which are printed below, was written for the

Festival of 1877, and the second for this occasion.

EPluribus Unum.

BY MRS. E. D. CHENEY.

(Air, Marlow.)

Many in one, our fathers said;

Manyin one, say we:

Of different creeds, of differing forms ,

Love brings us unity.

Let Science scan the open page

Of sky and sea andland,

And tell the secrets written there

By Time's mysterious hand.

LetArt reveal the inner thought

In Nature's forms of Grace,

And feel God's presence everywhere,

See everywhere his face.

Let Faith attune the hidden strings

That Science cannot sound;

AndFuture, Past, and Present bind

In one harmonious round .

From each, from all, may life outflow,

To each and allflow in:

Itneeds us all to swell the chords

Of life's triumphant hymn.

Our October Supper,

BY F. M. HOLLAND.

(8sand 78.)

Creeds and ceremonies perish ,

Fallen leaves that must decay:

Ours the living Truth to cherish;

She can never pass away.

Freedom holds her firm dominion

In this land of equal rights:

Science spreads her mighty pinion

Every day for higher flights.

Faith inMan grows stronger, clearer,

Aswe see our neighbors' worth:

Duty's ancient laws are dearer;

New ones have their holy birth.

Ours to keep this sacred treasure

Open for the use of all.

In the hour of social pleasure

Hear the Future's bugle-call!

THE momentwe feel angry in controversy, we have

already ceased striving for truth, and begun striving

for ourselves.-T. Carlyle.

He who is dear to the heart is near, though far as

far can be: he whom the heart rejects is remote,

though near as our very self.-Hindu.

In all the superior people I have met, I notice

directness, truth spoken more truly, as if everything

of obstruction, of malformation, had been trained

away. Emerson .

WHEREVER in the story of mankind a grand epoch

or movement is seen, there we have passionate devo-

tion working with an overpowering belief at the

bottom of it.-F. Harrison .

STATE a new thought in five words, and you will be

entitled to rank among the great benefactors of the

race. That is where the proverbialist has the advan-

tage over the philosopher. A great thought stated

diffuselymay be understood by one person in a hun-

dred: make it an epigram, and you reach the other

ninety and nine. A system is mastered in a year, a

proverb in a lightning flash. There is a hint in this

truth for preachers and teachers. The world has no

lack of elaborate systems: what it more wants is the

result of systems condensed into sentences of less

than thirty words each. So, when you have said a

thing in ten sentences,say it over again in ten words;

and many will understand the ten words who failed

to understand the ten sentences. Limpid brevity is

the mother of understanding as well as the soul of

wit.-Sunday School Times .

For The Index.

JULIAN AT EPHESUS .*

Through strong compulsionhave I hitherto

With tongue and knee adored or seemed to adore

The poor, deadGod of Galilee, and thus

Been made against my will a hypocrite.

Notlong will I be such,but soon myvoice

Shall truly announce the feelings of myheart,

Whichhitherto repressed have burned within

Indignantly. Soon armed with might imperial

Will I confrontthe throngs of filthy monks

Andwarring factions, who in name of Christ

Each other would exterminate from earth ,

And world-wide tolerance proclaim of all

Religions, whatsoe'er their name or origin,-

Such tolerance, as erewhile was enjoyed,

Before the faith of Christ became supreme.

Still over all the Grecian world intact

Andglorious the temples of the gods

Stand in their many-columned majesty,

The matchless fanes of that primeval cult

Which sowed the earth with shapes of carvenbeauty,

AllHellas filling with a populace

Of heroes,laurelled athletes, bards in bronze;

Each vale and every mountain glen adorning

With beauteous shrines and forms of loveliness .

These glorious relics of the Sacred Past

Have long been menaced by fanatics vile,

Haters of Art andPoesy, to whom

Beauty and harmony and wisdom high

Are an offence, abomination.

Mypower shall make innocuous their threats.

Hail, temple-city fair of Ephesus !

Midnight now reigns above your shrine colossal.

While arrow-loving Artemis, aloft

Overher altars here, seems lovingly

And lingeringly from cloudless skies to shine.

Virgin August, rejoicing in thy shafts ,

Co-regent with thy brother Sun of heaven,

The forest solitudes filling with sudden

Irruption of hounds and shouting Oreads,-

Must thy divinity wane, as wanes thine orb

At intervals, but with full sheen to shine

Again as bright as ever? Thus kneel I

In thy midnight beam and swear, when sceptred

Power shall make me strong, my strength shall

In thy service wielded be against all who

Would thy glorious empery o'erthrow.

Mother of months, star-sandalled, chaste, and fleet,

Henceforth thy votary I am by rites

Of mystical consecration, henceforth

Thy fulgent face shall be my sign in heaven,

Whether a plenilune or crescent bright

It shines o'erhead,-my sign, by which I'll conquer

More surely than imperial Constantine,

My uncle, did, when saw he in the sky

The crucified Judæan's Cross or feigned

He saw at noonday on the battle's edge.

Nobase, fanatic cult from Palestine

Shall from my heart dislodge the festal gods

Ofbright Olympos ,-Zeus, lyred Apollo,

Violet-crowned Athênê, patroness

Of that fair city, eye of sacred Greece,

AndGreece of Greece in genius, sanctity,

The immemorial seat of art and song

And high philosophy, where learned I lore

Of sages of the past, lore to my soul

More dear than crown and sceptre, baubles bright

Of that imperial sovereignty which soon

I shall inherit and wield in cause

Of reason, wisdom, tolerance, and truth.

B. W. BALL.

*Inthe middle of the fourth century of the Vulgar Era

reigned Julian, surnamed the Apostate, because he en-

deavored to inaugurate a general reaction against Chris-

tianity in the interest of the old Olympian Polytheism.

Julianwas educated at Athens, and there imbibed apro-

found enthusiasm in behalf of the fair humanities of the

old religion of Greece. In the twentieth year of his age,

he was, according to Gibbon, delivered into the hands of

Maximus, a pagan philosopher and mystagogue, who
made him secretly the subject of an initiation into the

chief pagan mysteries. In the caverns of Ephesus and

Eleusis,Gibbon says, the mind of Julian was penetrated

with sincere, deep, and unalterable enthusiasm. From

thatmoment, he consecrated his life to the rehabilitation

and restoration of the sway of the gods of the Olympian

dynasty, of the deities of Homer and the Scipios, as

against the new faith which his uncle Constantine had es-

tablished in the Roman Empire. But, though he wielded

the whole power of that empire in behalf of his reaction-

ary movement, it was too late. Mount Olympos had to

succumb to Mount Zion . Julian was a scholar and a vol-

uminous "literary fellow," his writings still surviving.

But his attempt at a polytheistic reaction failed, as the

attempt at an ecclesiastical reaction of the Puseys and

Mannings and Newmans of the current century will fail.

The Zeitgeist invariably plants its foot upon all such at-

tempts at reaction, which are simply endeavors to put

back thehands upon the dial-plate ofTime.

Sept. 7,1884.

B. W. B.



THE INDEX SEPTEMBER 25 1884 151

vity

soul of

Indez

The Judex.

BOSTON, SEPTEMBER 25, 1884.

THE INDEX is published every Thursday, at No. 44 Boyl-

ston Street, Boston, by an incorporated Board of Trustees

nominated by the Free Religious Association. Terms:

Three dollars peryear, in advance.

THE objects of THE INDEXmay be defined by the objects

of the Free Religious Association; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-

lowship inthe spirit, and to encourage the scientific study

of man's religious nature and history"; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks

these ends by the method of perfect LibertyofThought.

Itwould subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations-the Christian no less
than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipate Re-

ligionfrombondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-
tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

may be put more effectually to the service of a higher
Morality and an improved Social Welfare.

BILJAMINFUNDERWOOD, :::::::} Editors.

NOWRITERS in THE INDEX, editorial or other, are to be

regarded as speaking in behalf of the Free Religious As80-

ciationasawhole; nor is any writer to be held responsible

foranyopinions expressed in its columns except his own.

For all unsigned editorial matter, B. F. UNDERWOOD, the

office editor, is responsible.

ALL communications intended for the paper and all

business letters should be addressed to B. F. UNDERWOOD,

the Business Manager,44 Boylston Street, Boston, towhose

order all checks and drafts for THE INDEX should be

made payable. Letters for Mr. POTTER should be ad-

dressed to him, at New Bedford, Mass.

PAPERS are forwarded until an explicit order is

received by the publishers to discontinue, and until pay-

ment of all arrearages is made. The change of date onthe

address label is a receipt for renewal, and no other receipt
will be sent unless specially requested.

For The Index.

Necessity of Reform in Public and Pri-

vate Schools.

BY ELLEN M. HENROTIN.

Asentiment of Carlyle's sums upwhat educa-

tional reform should be: "Education is beyond so

much asbeing despised. We must praise it when

it is not Deducation, or an utter annihilating of

what it professes to foster. The best educated

manyou will often find to be the artisan, or at all

rates the man of business. They have put forth

their hands and operated on Nature: they have

obtained some true insight.... A Burns is infi-

nitely better educated than a Byron."

It is within the memory of the present genera-

tion that educational theories commence to attract

universal attention; and such books as Abbott's

Gentle Training for the Young, etc., aroused a sus-

picion in the minds of thoughtful parents and

teachers that, after all that could be said in their

favor, the common school and Sabbath-school

combined did not always bring about the most

perfectly satisfactory result. This suspicion once

aroused, it fast became a certainty. It is impera-

tive, in order to understand the present aspect of

the educational question, to throw a hasty glance

back over the systems of education of the four

nations of antiquity that have influenced modern

thought, Egypt, Judea,Greece,and Rome. The

schools of Judea and Egypt were ecclesiastical,

were taught bythe priests, and were established

for the purpose of training boys in the ceremonial

of worship. The system of the Roman Catholic
Church is modelled on that of those countries.

Those ofGreece and Rome were secular, for the

priests did not form a separate caste in those

countries. Of the education which a Greek boy

received in Homer's time, Mr. Gladstone says

that "itwas an education fit for a civilized man,

even though he never saw a book in his life ; the

bringing out and developing of all the facul-
ties of his body, mind, and heart until he became

at once a reverent yet a self-assured, a graceful

and yet a valiant, anable and yet an eloquent per-

sonage." The Roman lad was instructed in mili-

tary discipline, jurisprudence, and in everything

calculated to make him agood soldier and citizen.

The artistic side of his nature was ignored, for the

result sought for was a self-denying and self-con-

trolledbeing.

The Greek ideal, self-culture, and the Roman,

self-sacrifice, are still ours : we but endeavor to

combine them. It is a strange and startling fact

that education as a science made no progress for

over one thousand years after the introduction of

the Christian religion. The struggles for conquest,

liberty, or existence, which characterized the Mid-

dle Ages, pushed all other considerations aside;

and the Church took possession of the child.

Harsh measures of government were employed

both in the home and the school, the acquisition

of knowledge was rendered as painful and dif-

ficult as possible, inquiry was stifled and originality

condemned, a system which brutalized not only

children, butparents, and the legitimate results of

which were the Inquisition, slavery, and fanati-

cism. The Reformation, the French Revolution,

and all the modern philosophers have not been

able to abolish many of the abuses of the Middle-

Age system of instruction. We suffer to-day in

our methods of teaching and training the young

from the cruelty of that era.

There were, however, a few men even in that

era who recognized the falsehood of the saying

that "there is no royal road to learning" ; and the

five great leaders of the Modern Reform of Edu-

cation are John Comenius, J. J. Rousseau, Pes-

talozzi , Froebel, and Herbert Spencer.

John Comenius was born in 1592, and was the

last bishop of the Bohemian Brothers. When

exiled from his native land, he travelled through

Europe, endeavoring to interest people in his

school reform. Among other lands, he visited

England, but failed to accomplish anything while

there. Had he succeeded, how potent for good

would it have been for this country, the direct heir

of Anglo- Saxon traditions ! Comenius divided his

method of instruction into four periods, the Ma-|

ternal, the Vernacular, the Latin, and the Univer-

sity. Above all, he insisted on a practical scien- |

tific and moral training. J. J. Rousseau was the

the Common School system has long prevailed,

no police force is needed."

The readers of the dailypapers can easilyjudge

for themselves whether the present descendants of

the Anglo-Saxons have been taught to use their

judgment or to put what education they have
received to its highest use. The aim also of a

republican form of government is to enable each

individual composing it to reach an untrammelled

development, and so to foster the moral character

that each individual has an "eye to reason and

not custom, to right rather than fact." Does the

education given to boys and girls produce this

result ? A healthy and moral public opinion is

the only bulwark of this government, so the ques-

tions are immediately presented as to how general

is education in this country, and what kind and

of what quality it must be to make useful and

efficient citizens out of the children of the republic.

In answer to the former demand, it is safe to

say that education is not nearly so general as it is

supposed to be. The reports of the school boards

of the large cities make a lamentable showing in

this respect. Twenty per cent. of the population

of the States are illiterate. The President, in one

of his recent messages to Congress, calls the atten-

tion of the nation to the startling statistics in

illiteracy,-notably where the settlements are at

great distances apart andwhere immigrants form

the bulk of the settlers. This is not surprising, as

the largest immigration to this country is from

England, Ireland, Germany, France, andBelgium ;

and one third of the inhabitants of each of those

countries can neither read nor write. The large

number of children who do not avail themselves of

the advantages of the public or other schools is

easily ascertained by reference to the reports of

the school boards of the cities.

As concerning the amount of intellectual train-

ing and the quality of it, it is safe to assert that

the public schools are overcrowded, and by their

routine hamper the individuality of both teacher

and pupil, while their conservatism destroys all

originality in both. Even the advanced classes

are rarely instructed in the important problems of

social science, and are ignorant of the methods

and functions ofgovernment, the duties of citizen-

ship, the laws of supply and demand, the relations

of employer to employé, and these of producer to

forerunner of Herbert Spencer : their methods and consumer. As to the instruction given in paro-

theory are nearly identical. Rousseau says, "Let

us learn of Nature: let us follow her dictates, and

develop the individual soul." Pestalozzi, Froebel,

and Herbert Spencer have gathered up the tangled

threads of educational science, and between them

have elaborated a system so clear, so natural, and

so scientific that it excites the greatest admiration.

The United States have been made pre-eminent

during the last few years by the ability of the

leaders in the teaching profession; and such men

as Charles Leland, of Philadelphia, and Francis

Parker, of Chicago, and others, of whom lack of

space prevents a personal mention, have made the

great advance of putting their theories into practi-

cal work, and have avowed the Socratic theory as

theirs : "to encourage a craving for knowledge of

the unknowable; to be dissatisfied with all re-

ceived opinions until their truth could be demon-

strated; and to arouse in the pupil a curiosity

which only the solution of each new mystery

could satisfy." A republic form of government
makes more exact demands on its members than

does any other, as such a form presupposes that

eachperson composing the same is able to come to

a correct decision as regards important issues, and

to cast a decisive vote. Caroline Fox represents

Sterling as saying that "in the parts of the United
States settled by the Anglo-Saxons, and where

❘chial schools, it is always two or three hundred

years behind the age in its spirit, neither do the

private schools lead the vanguard in improved

methods of teaching.

For the preservation of such a government as

this is, it is imperative to have a compulsory edu-

cational law, and to fine every person who breaks

it. To render the public school system efficient, it

will be necessary to incorporate into it the kinder-

garten and moral and industrial, not technical, in-

struction. The kindergarten is the logical method

of training the young child. It obviates the great

evil of allowing a child to reach its sixth year, the

age at which children are admitted to the public

school, without some systematic training ; for by

that time habits of indolence, disobedience, and

restlessness have been so firmly established that it

requires several years of patient care to correct

them. When leaving the kindergarten and enter-

ing the primary department, the child, having

alreadyacquired habits of observation, order, and
obedience, is prepared to profit immediatelyby the

instruction it receives.

Industrial training should form a part of the

education given to all children. The class who

obtain a livelihood without labor, who exist with-

out visible means of support, present a sad prob-

lem for society to solve. It is not surprising
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allowed to teach without a certificate from the

board of examiners. This system has been carried

adds great dignity to the profession. Children

often change from one school to another, so no

plan of education can be carried out to its logical

sequence. They often study Greek and Latin be-

fore they can write and spell in their own lan-

guage, and know the history of foreign lands be-

fore studying that of their own country. The

mania for learning foreign languages might with

advantage be controlled in both public and pri-

vate schools. Especially is this the case with girls.

It is truly the work of a lifetime to learn to speak

and write a foreign language correctly, and it

seems advisable to devote some of this precious

time and energy to acquiring some more valuable

knowledge. A few simple rules might be laid

down for the guidance of teachers and parents.

One of them will be "not to teach so much of

everything and more of what is taught," not to

burden the memory with trivial details, and not

so much learning byheart.

that, while practical education is ignored, in times

of scarcity a great number of unemployed, help-

less, and reckless menandwomenshould threaten | out with the greatest success in France, and it

to overrun the centres of culture and progress. In

Europe, where this complex modern civilization

presses so closely on all classes, practical education

has been incorporated into most of the national

school systems. The benefit of such wise precau-

tion is apparent in the great demand for skilled

foreign labor amongAmerican manufacturers. It

is in connection with the criminal classes that

industrial training is seen in its brightest light.

In the last report of the Prison Congress, it was

stated "that, where industrial training and moral

instruction go hand inhand in the reform schools,

eighty-three per cent. of the pupils, when dis-

charged, become decent and self-supporting mem-

bers of society." Not alone should the mind of

the child be cared for,but the body should receive

its full share of attention. Good ventilation, fre-

quent change of position, and short hours should

be insisted on. There is an ever-increasing de-

mand for perfect physical development ; and school-

life, both in public and private schools, is too sed-

entary, the hours are too long,and the system is

so monotonous that it is surprising that more

teachers and pupils do not break down under it.

It is imperative that some system of ethics should

be taught in both public and private schools : it is

possible to do this without introducing sectarian-

ism. The history of morals proves nothing more

conclusively than the possibility of inculcating

To teach by lectures, the pupil taking notes

when sufficiently advanced to do so, is a great

saving in time, as so much information can thus

be gained outside of books. Teachers are also, by

this method, made more or less of specialists : it is

therefore far less monotonous. Nothing so fa-

tigues a child as to be always taught by the same

person, neither can one teacher impart all knowl-

edge equally well. Herbert Spencer has divided

moral instruction apart from so-called doctrinal | all education into five parts: first, that which

relates to self-preservation; second, that relating

to self-support; third, that relating to paternity ;

fourth, relating to citizenship; fifth, to accomplish-

ments, which he calls everything tending to

render the leisure part of life agreeable. Spencer

truths. The moral should always with children

precede the spiritual teaching. This order is often

reversed, and the child is required to lead the

higher spiritual life before acquiring the first rudi-

ments of morality. The history of the world has

shown that a "high degree of spiritual attainment | further explains that love of life is an instinct, the

is consistent with a total lack of moral basis." It

is very dangerous to the moral well-being of a

knowledge pertaining to self-support, to citizen-

ship, and to paternity is usually relegated to

tion of knowledge has been devoted to those ac-

complishments which are to fill up the leisure part

of life. In his broad and general way, Spencer

gives the following principles to be carried out in

all instruction :-

child to encourage the emotions and make them❘ chance,while the period set aside for the acquisi-

the springs of action in place of correct principles,

to teach him to depend on words instead of the

high order of character, "which makes for right-

eousness. " The child relies on his fine sentiments,

sensitive emotions, and beautiful words instead of

onjust deeds and perfect truth. It is of the great-

est importance to use economy of sentiment with

children. This precaution is doubly necessary with

girls, whose future is shapedby their surroundings

and who are by the nature of things unable to

control circumstances. It is, therefore, of the

greatest importance to them to prefer the reality

to the seeming.

It iswise andjust to give to girls the same facil-

ities for attaining the higher education which boys

have, but it is an open question whether inco-edu-

cation the girls do not profit at the expense of the

boys. The feminine element predominates in

modern republics, so it does not seem advisable

that boys should be left after passing their twelfth

year to the exclusive care of women. Under that

age, women are their best teachers and wisest

guides; but, after that, aman is usually better fitted

to take charge of them. Women are rarely satis-

fied with a free development of the individual

child. They are more inclined than men are to

formulate theories about boys, and then endeavor

to fit the boys into their theory. It is also charged

that womenovercrowd their pupils and push them

faster than men do.

The instruction given in the private schools is

open to the criticism of being too diffuse, which

partly arises from the fact that there exists no

standard of education in this country. The pri-

vate schools should be under the supervision of

the local school boards, and no one should be

"Teach to think, and not to repeat.

"Principles, and not rules.

"Systems, and not detail."

He should have added, "Remember that all

knowledgemustbe transformed into skill."

Too strong a plea cannot be made for a public

school education, and it is greatly to be regretted

that the common schools are not in all ways so

superior that there would be no demand for pri-

vate schools. The highest type of American man-

hood has been developed under that system,-the

men who, from mingling among their fellows ,

have acquired that insight into the needs of the

country which has enabled them to carry it on to

the great degree of prosperity to which it has

attained. Such men are free from the "caste feel-

ing" which is so fast gaining ground in this coun-

try, and which threatens to endanger that simplic-

ity of life and manners which constitutes the true

dignity of arepublican form ofgovernment.

Acomplete philosophy of the education adapted

for this country has yet to be written and promul-

gated. Spencer and others have given the result

of their observation and study; but it remains for

this profession to combine and secure a system of

education more universal and better adapted to

this progressive society, one that will replace the

vanishing religious sentiment among the people by

a moral principle of action. European methods

of training the young are not suited to this want.

Out of the necessities of the country must be

evolved one suited to the realization of so grand

an ideal as the harmonious development of the

moral individual.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE EIGHTH ANNUAL CONGRESS OF THE

NATIONAL LIBERAL LEAGUE.

Editors of The Index:-

The National Liberal Leagueheld its eighth annual

Congress on Sept. 8and 9, at Cassadaga, N.Y. The

"Call" contained these words :-

"All citizens of the United States, whether they

have heretofore acted with this League or not, who

believe in a secular government and a secular repub-

lic, separation of Church and State, the equality of

all citizens before the law without distinctions of

creed or race or sex, justice for all and privileges

and monopolies for none, the need of universal sec-

ular education, free speech, and a free press as the

basis of universal suffrage, are invited to appear

etc....At this Congress, it is designed to revise the

basis of the League so as to make it so broad and

liberal that all who sympathize with its general pur-

pose may co-operate with it to the end that a gen-

eral union of all citizens of liberal sentiments may

result, and that new officers of the League maybe

selected without regard to past differences."

On Monday there were about three hundred per-

sons present. The meeting was called to order by

Mr. T. B. Wakeman, President of the League, who

at the same time stated the purposes of this year's

Congress. The censorship of the press had been

fought by the League until there could not now be

found a single judge to entertain a suit of the kind

which had so roused the Liberals of the country.

There is now no imminent danger fromthat source.

A change of officers is proposed this year. We go

out of office for the very purpose of furthering the

objects of the League. The present aim is to con-

solidate the whole liberal sentiment of the country,

to extend the Leagues for social and educational

work, and plant ourselves on the "Nine Demands of

Liberalism." After the appointment of committees,

the Congress adjourned till 1 P.M.

The election of officers was the first order of the

afternoon. The name of Robert G. Ingersoll was

presented for the office of President : it was received

with enthusiasm, and he was elected by a unanimous

vote. The name of Charles Watts was presented for

the first Vice-President, and elected. It was under-

stood that Mr. Watts intended to make America his

home. In case Col. Ingersoll could not accept the

position of President, it would of course fall to Mr.

Watts; and, as Ingersoll had not been communicated

with, Mr. Watts was virtually the President of the

League. It will be a surprise to many, to all Liberals

in fact who were not on the spot, to hear of Mr.

Watts being placed at the head of the National Lib-

eral League. Upon the election of officers was sup-

posed to hinge the future welfare of the League.

Placing a stranger who has had scarcely a day's resi-

dence among us at the very helm of affairs must be

construed more as a confession of weakness than

as an act of hospitality ; and this, together with the

unexpectedness of the move, will most likely give

umbrage to a large class of Liberals who cannot be

accused of narrow provincialism, and who, con-

ceding merit to Mr. Watts as an individual, cannot

regard him as the selectest person for the position,

owing to the fact of the dissimilarity of methods,

and to a certain extent of aims also, between Eng-

lish andAmerican Liberalism. What LiberalLeaguer

would feel himself competent to take the Presidency

of the British Secular Union ? Mr. S. P. Putnam

was elected Secretary of the League.

The ceremony of electing a long list of vice-presi-

dents was then gone through with. Some of the

names offered seemed to threaten a rupture of the

kind spirit that up to this moment hadborne sway.

"I object," said onemember, when Mr. Underwood's

namewas proposed,"to any act here to raise the devil

among us ." "But who is the devil ?" asked the Pres-

ident, with imperturbable dignity. Elizur Wright
disapproved of the objections raised against the name.

We want to unite our forces new. The President,

Mr. Wakeman, rose and said, "I appeal to these three

gentlemen to let this vote of the majority pass: it is

not a question of principle that you raise." The
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objectors were silent, and the vote was carried.

Whenthe names of Abbot and Bundy were pro-

posed,thensomeone proposed the nameof Chainey,

followingwhichamember got up and proposed Jesus

Christ and the Almighty, to which last suggestion

Mr. Wakeman replied by saying, "The chair is not

assured of their personality." The first mentioned

nameswere not pressed any further, the general im-

pression being that their presentationwas not with

the full purpose of having them elected. At any rate

therewas a pause, a silence in heaven for the space

ofafewseconds, as if waiting for the spirit to dictate.

This was the only time the name of the founder

of the League was mentioned. No reflections were

indulged in; but one or two members could not re-

frain from paying their compliments to Underwood

andBundy for alleged abuse ofthe League, and their

opposing instead of co-operating with it, but they

stopped with the mere assertion. Nothing was said

about "repeal" in this connection: the obstructive

element professed to be inspired by the considera-

tions, already mentioned.

A resolution was passed expressing the deep in-

debtedness of the League to the President and Secre-

tary, now retiring from office, for their great services

and matchless devotion to the cause. Mr. Charles

Watts pronounced an encomium on their labors, and

paid a fine personal tribute to Mr. Wakeman.

Atthe evening session, the Committee on Platform

andWork reported, through its Chairman, Mr. Brad-

ford, of Pennsylvania, who read a series of resolu-

tions which led to a lengthy discussion. The "Nine

Demands of Liberalism" were reaffirmed, as "defin-

ing our mission as free-thinkers and reformers." The

"RochesterPlatform" was readopted, which declared

for"national protection for national citizens in their

equal, civil, political, and religious rights," and

"universal education as the basis of universal suf-

frage," etc. Some one asked if this was a part of the

Constitution of the League. The answer was that it

had been so considered. Another member said he

didnotknow that the League had declared for equal

rights "irrespective of race or sex," as the resolution

wasmade to read. He was informed that it had, but

notwhen or where. This "race or sex" clause was

inserted at Cincinnati, at the instance of Col. Inger-

soll, who said: "All people will agree that women

are citizens . Citizens are voters. Some people might

think that itwas not expressed in the second plank

of the platform of previous years, and so I added

these words." At the same time, on the motion of

Mr. Sotheran, of New York, the word "industrial"

was added to"civil and religious liberty." But noth-

ing is heard now of the industrial liberty. But this

matterwas not discussed, though I heard prominent

members of the League say between meetings that

they were opposed to parts of the Rochester Plat-

form, and did not consider it as a part of the basis

of the League. It is certainly not expressed in the

"NineDemands of Liberalism." So it would appear

that the League has two platforms. Another resolu-

tion declared in fayor of Sunday-schools, kindergar-

tens, and lyceums for scientific and secular culture,

etc. This was evidently a tub thrown to the whale.

Some good sister on the committee had managed to

squeeze it in, but it is no part of the "Nine De-

mands." It elicited not a word from any one, pro

or con, while every other resolution brought the

whole house to its feet, even the one asking that the

bodies of Liberals when dead be saved in someway

from falling into the hands of the clergy. Mr. Bald-

win, of Linesville, was in favor of fewer resolutions,

his idea being that the average reader would find it

hard to tell just what the aims of the League were

and where it stood.

There was no hint in the resolutions of any attempt

to"revise the basis of the League," as the "Call" had

announced as part of the programme, excepting it

were in a proposed change of name from the Liberal

League to the Secular Union. The reason given for

this change was that it would help to bring about

co-operation between Liberals of the United States

and their brethren in Canada who were organized

under that name. Itwas at once objected that this

could not be acted upon now as being an amendment

to the Constitution: it should have been published

beforehand. It was urged by Mr. Wright that a

change of name was not a very important matter

anyway. Mr. Wakeman seemed to be of opinion

that it would "change the entire object and general

intention of the League." The League, he said, was

American; and its work was confined to the United

States, to the secularizing of our republic. It was

claimed that the "Call" was wide enough to authorize

astep of this kind. "I understand," said a member,

"that the power is given us by the 'Call' to reorgan-

ize the League." "Yes," said another member, "to

remodel the whole League, if we desired to do so."

"But," said another, "the very issuing of this 'Call,'

so extraordinary in itself, on your independent au-

thority was unconstitutional. And we know there

are persons on this floor now not members of the

League." The decision reached finally was to refer

the question to the next Congress, with a recommen-

dation infavor of the change.

The League was then taken somewhat by surprise

by a motion to strike off all the vice-presidents

excepting the first three. The reason which appeared

to be given in favor of the motion was that "a fire-

brand has been thrown in here, which will burn more

andmore when it goes outfrom here." One suggested

it would be a dangerous precedent to cut off these

names. "What right have we to turn these men out

of office ?" Mrs. Krekle, of Missouri, thought the

striking off of these names agreat mistake. "What,"

she asked, "if some do take offence at things as they

now stand ? It may be that just as large a proportion

of the Western element will be won back by letting

them remain so." She was positive that matters thus

far would prove satisfactory to those who still kept

aloof. It was a welcome discovery when some one

stated that the economy of the Constitution limited

the number of vice-presidents to six. This took the

responsibility from the shoulders of every one. A

vote was taken: nineteen favored reconsideration,

and fifteen opposed.

From Mr. Bradford, it will be remembered, ema-

nated the first suggestion of a move toward reconcili-

ation, which made it seem as if he were now the

executioner of his own darling scheme, Abraham

offering up his son Isaac, or rather (as his own name

was on the rejected list) the Hindu widow throwing

herself on the funeral pile of her husband. But I am

convinced that, while he felt the pressure of the fac-

tion which had doubtless put that fiery trope into

his mouth,-"firebrand,"- he took a broader sur-

vey, and felt that the error was in placing names on

the Vice-President list that were offensive not to a

faction merely, but to each other, and, like oil and

water, would not mix ; and so, to save the League

from the disgrace of their public declination of these

honors, thought the wisest course was to rescind the

ill-advised action of the League.

"I shall regard the whole work of this League as

nugatory, if there be no regular contributions re-

quired of its members," said Mr. Bradford. A reso-

lution had been passed at Milwaukee, last fall,to tax

the local Leagues, but the plan had not been carried

out. The question of a salary for officers now came

up. The proposition was made to raise a five thou-

sand dollar annual subscription for general expenses

and three thousand for salaries, fifteen hundred for

the Vice-President and the same amount for the

Secretary. The proposition was finally agreed upon

in this form, after being put in various other shapes .

These two officers were to devote the whole of their

time to the interests and work of the League, and

they were to be entitled to as much more than fifteen

hundred as theycould earn bylecturing. Each League

was to be assessed a certain amount. A thousand

dollars was pledged by those present. The conclud-

ing speech was by Mr. Watts; and, as a matter of

course, it was brief.

My aim in this report has been justice, which is the

true basis of harmony. I felt that everything done

at that Congress had its significance and should be

made public. As a spectator of the doings of the

Congress, it seemed to me that its secret prayer was

forharmony. I believe the majority would have been

glad to see repealers and modifiers clasp hands over

the "bloody chasm." The League, it may be, was

not willing by any formal action to reverse its posi-

tion on certain matters that had bred dissension; but

it seemed ready to cancel past differences by silently

ignoring them. And, though it was disposed to affil-

iate with those with whom it had been at war, it did

not care to put them immediately into places of prom-

inence, nor did it ask that its own favorites be ex-

alted. The League did, however, take credit to itself,

whatever share ithad in causing the split, for keeping

the organization on its feet, and for now trying to

rally all its forces for a new start. To be sure, cer-

tain things attempted and done show small apprecia-

tionon the part of someof the grandeur of the occa-

sion; and the duties of the hour, and the activities of

some, after being stripped of their selfish or partisan

bias, would show but a small nucleus of noble intent.

Certainmeasures succeeded, because none others were

proposed. In a certain sense, one party ruled because

itwas not met with any challenge. Abeginning has

been made, pacific councils prevailed, fresh efforts

were made. One more Congress, friends, to mould

the new purpose and fashion the new agencies .

"May they meet with us often yet in this work of

crowning our nation with the glory of another great

act of emancipation." T. W. CURTIS.

[According to the report we find printed in the

Truth-Seeker, there were present at the Congress

forty-eight authorized delegates, several of whom

were proxies. There was no reorganization, no return

to the basis of 1876, no rescission of repeal resolu-

tions affirmed and reaffirmed at previous conventions,

and nothing done, that we can see, to make it possible

for those whose co-operation was, we believe, sin-

cerely desired by some to join the League. What Mr.

Curtis calls the "obstructive element" is evidently

thedominant power in the organization, and the in-

fluence of those who have the intelligence to see the

folly of persistence in the repeal agitation is power-

less now to control the element which was attracted

to the League solely by the position it took respect-

ing the "Comstock laws." It is the story of Frank-

enstein repeated. We learn from private sources

that leading members expressed themselves greatly

disappointed with the results, and indignant at the

bigotry and illiberality exhibited by the "obstructive

element." There were, of course, honest, honorable

men andwomen present; but the League never can

accomplish much valuable work while it is so largely

controlled by such characters as compose the "ob-

structive element." To mention only one, and by no

means the most objectionable of those who were in-

dignantly opposed to any action that would "raise

the devil" in the League, the Milwaukee delegate is a

manwho keeps standing in several papers the follow-

ing advertisement: "If you are in trouble; if you are

diseased; if you wish to marry; if you are living in

unhappy married relations; if you wish to consult

your spirit-friends upon any subject pertaining to

practical life, send lock of hair or handwriting and

one dollar. Address , Milwaukee, Wis." An

organization in which such a man can pose as a

reformer, and in which the name of a man like Mr.

Abbot is extremely offensive to the majority, needs

considerable reconstruction. Letters we have re-

ceived speak in praise of the efforts of Messrs. Wake-

man, Palmer, Wright, and others, to secure such

action as would encourage those who cannot support

the repeal policy; but it seems that but little was

accomplished in that direction. If our judgment shall

in the light of fuller information prove to be wrong,

we shall be glad to make any correction the truth

requires. It is hardly necessary to say that, until

it is considerably reorganized, we could not accept an

office in the League. At the same time,

"Since so quickly Iwas done for,

Whaton earth was Ibegun for ?"

B. F. U.]

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION.

Editors of The Index :-

In the event that no other correspondent gives a

clearer and abler expression to the views I aim to

present, this may be printed in The Index, if the edi-

tors think proper to admit it.

I cannot agree with The Index on the Presidential

question, but am not so illiberal as to refuse to read

it and to recommend it because of this difference of

opinion. And, while I am a constant reader and gen-

erally an admirer of the New York Tribune, I do not

agree with it when it charges that "The Index is justly

the object of the distrust of all moral and conservative

citizens"; and that "it speaks with wanton profane-

ness and disrespect of the people's most holy religion

and of the clergy." The Tribune in its partisan zeal

has done The Index injustice, according to my view

after reading The Index for more than a year. So

much for this .

I do not wish to support an immoral or corrupt

man for the Presidency, but am not yet convinced

that Mr. Blaine is unworthy. As to the charge of
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corrupt practice against Mr. Blaine in the matter of

the Little Rock Railroad, Ihave considered his vindi-

cation by William Walter Phelps as complete, who

quotes the late Judge Black-who, of all men, would

strike hard at a political opponent and leading Re-

publican-as giving the opinion that no case could be

made out against Blaine. The charge, I think, rests

upon a forced and unjust inference from somephrases

in Mr. Blaine's letters. As to the charge of immo-

rality in early life against Blaine, it has, to me, the

look of improbability, is flatly contradicted, and made

theground of a libel suit against an Indiana paper.

Doubtless, it is true, as Mr. Potter says, that "be-

tween the statement of principles of the two leading

parties, one of whom most probably will win, there

is not sufficient difference to prevent a very consid-

erablenumber of voters frompassing easily from one

side to the other."

But is there not some difference of opinion, even

among Democrats, as to the true meaning ofthe Dem-

ocratic platform upon the subject of the tariff ? Is

there not some evidence to believe that the true

meaning on the tariff was intended to be concealed,

when such extremes as Randall and Watterson pre-

tend tobe satisfied ? Again, is there no difference be-

tween the tendencies, aims, and inspirations of the

two great parties ? Are theirpast record and achieve-

ments to go for nothing, as of no account and not to

be considered ?

If Mr. Potter had beenborn a slaveholder, as I was;

had always resided in a slave State till emancipation,

as I have; if he had worked himself out of pro-slavery

ideas against the most merciless opposition, resting

upon and backed up by "Bible defence of slavery,"

as I have, he could never go for the Democratic

party, at least while such men as Tom Hendricks , of

Indiana, are honored leaders of the party. No. Give

us a good, honest Southern rebel, and we may know

what to expect, rather than a Northern dough-face

and dirt-eater, who will ever be an obstruction to the

progress of true liberalrepublican principles.

Iam sixty-four years old; have always opposed the

Democratic party. I know it to the core, and believe

it to be utterly incapable of reform, at least for a gen-

eration to come; and it should be forever distrusted

until its reformation is beyonddispute.

I live in Kentucky, which is solid for the Demo-

cratic party, as are all the Southern States; and I

know the influences that keep them solid, and they,

are the same influences that will stand solid against

every reform and progressive step The Index favors.

SAMUEL W. LANGLEY.

HENDERSON, KY.

THE PRESIDENTIAL QUESTION .

Editors of The Index:-

While I sympathize fully with the tone of Mr. Pot-

ter's article of September4, so far as it goes, it seems

to me that he overlooks some considerations which

are in my mind decisive as to my own action in the

present election.

In the first place, the way in which the nominations

were made. Mr. Cleveland was nominated on his

record as a reform governor, as an able and upright

administrator. In carrying his nomination, the better

elements of the Democratic party fought earnestly

against the two worst elements of the party, Tam-

many and Butler, and beat them. Whatever there

was discreditable in Mr. Cleveland's life was not

known: it had not stood in the way of his being

elected Governor of New York, and administering

that office well. On the other hand, Mr. Blaine's nom-

ination was forced by the worst elements of the party,

andwas a triumph over the whole reform sentiment of

that party. There was a certain reckless defiance in

the way in which he was nominated in the face of his

record; and public opinion was further affronted by

the nomination, along with him, of the one candidate

who, next to him, was most obnoxious to the re-

formers.

Secondly, in the attitude of the men themselves.

Throughout the whole history of the case, Mr. Blaine's

demeanor has been that of a guilty man who has

aimed rather to avoid investigation than to establish

innocence. Mr. Cleveland, on the other hand, has

behaved like a man. When asked by his friends

what they should say in regard to the charges against

him, he answered, "Tell the truth." When did Mr.

Blaine ever ask his friends to tell the truth about

Lim?

In my opinion, the one thing for the American peo-

ple to do in this Presidential year is to administer a

crushing defeat to a candidate who chooses to occupy

theposition that Mr. Blaine occupies, and a nomina-

tionmade as his was made. Whether this canbe best

done by voting for Cleveland or for St. John, or by

staying at home, is a thing for each voter to deter-

mine for himself. For my own part, I believe the

thing to be done is to vote for Cleveland; and I say

this as a Republican,-one of the few Independents

who sympathize with the Republican party on what

appears likely to be the leading issue between the

parties, the tariff question.

WILLIAM F. ALLEN.

MADISON, WIs., Sept. 16, 1884.

[The two letters printed immediately above might

wellbe left to balance each other. We wish simply

to say to our Kentucky friend that we formed our

own opinion of Mr. Blaine's conduct in the railroad

transactions, notfrom any of the labored defences of

him or their answers, though we have read them, but

from Mr. Blaine's letters themselves, and after his

own defence in Congress, which we heard. We

would advise Mr. Langley to read these letters again,

in the order written, and all of them, including those

printed recently since his communication was writ-

ten,-read them without anybody's comments upon

them, and then ask himself whether, with their re-

peated injunctions of secrecy, they can refer merely

to honorable and innocent business transactions .

Still , in rejecting Mr. Blaine as a candidate, we do

not fly to our friend Mr.Allen's horn of the dilemma ,

and adopt Mr. Cleveland. We have considered the

points he names; but it seems to us , looking not only

at immediate but future effects, that it is of vastly

less consequence which of the two leading candidates

shall be elected than that both political parties shall

be unmistakably warned to nominate hereafter Presi-

dential candidates of clean characters.-W. J. P.]

BOOK NOTICES.

CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY; or, Men of Business who

did Something besides making Money. A Book

for Young Americans. By James Parton. Boston:

Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 1884. Price $1.25.

"In this volume," says Mr. Parton, in his preface,

"are presented examples of men who shed lustre

upon ordinary pursuits, either by the superior manner

in which they exercised them or by the noble use

they made of the leisure which success in them

usually gives." The book contains over forty brief

biographies, written in the author's well-known suc-

cinct and interesting style, of such men as Elihu

Burritt, Peter Faneuil, Israel Putnam, Gerrit Smith,

Robert Owen, John Bright, Richard Cobden, Horace

Greeley, Peter Cooper, and Sir Moses Montefiore.

Full-page portraits are given of Ichabod Washburn,

Chauncey Jerome, Gerrit Smith, Myron Holley, John

Bright, John Duncan, Peter Cooper, and Sir Row-

land Hill. These sketches, written originally for the

columns of the New York Ledger and the Youth's

Companion, "represent," says their compiler, "more

labor and research than would be naturally supposed

from their brevity." Such a work as this cannot fail

of proving an inspiring incentive to hundreds of am-

bitious young business men, wherever it is read.

THE LIFE OF JESUS. For Young People. By How-

ard N. Brown. With eight illustrations . Boston:

Unitarian Sunday School Society .

This book is designed for Sunday-school study, and

a series of questions on the subject of each chapter

forms the appendix to the work. The aim of the

author, as stated in the preface, "is to furnish an

outline of the life of Jesus in such manner that the

picture may be presented to the mind of a child with

some degree of entirety. From reading the Gospels

themselves, children are apt to derive only a mass of

incidents which bear little relation to each other,

and fail to make a clear or continuous story." While

keeping to the text of the gospel story of Christ, the

writer has given in many instances rational explana-

tions of the so-called miracles of the New Testament.

He writes in a familiar, clear style .

THE high character of the Popular Science Monthly

is well sustained by the October number. The first

paper, byDr. F. J. Shepherd, on "The Significance of

Human Anomalies," is an illustrated timely exposi-

tion of those aberrations of structure which for cen-

turieswere the puzzle of anatomists . Francis Galton's

paper on the "Measurement of Character" is a skil-

ful attempt to bring the higher human characteristics

within the pale of quantitative science. Lord Ray-

leigh's survey of "The Recent Progress of Physical

Science," which was his presidential address before

the Montreal meeting of the British Association, is

given in full. A biographical sketch and afine por-

trait of Lord Rayleigh are also given. "Diet for the

Gouty," in Prof. Williams' series on "The Chem-

istry of Cookery" ; "Wages, Capital, and RichMen";

"The Physiological Aspect of Mesmerism"; "The

Morality of Happiness" (conclusion); "Protection

against Lightning" ; "The Cholera-Germ"; and "The

Origin of Cultivated Plants," are all able papers.

Prof. J. P. Cooke contributes "Further Remarks on

the Greek Question," and the editor keeps up his

lively fight with the classicists for more room and

higher consideration for science in education.

THE leading article in the North American Review,

"Moral Character in Politics," by President J. H.

Seelye, is an exposition of the ethical principles in-

volved in the popular election of candidates to high

station in the government. "Benefits of the Tariff

System," a sequel to the article in the September

number on the "Evils of the Tariff System," is a sym-

posium consisting of three articles, written respec-

tivelyby John Roach, Prof. R. E. Thompson, andNel-

son Dingley, Jr., who advocate the policy of protec-

tion of American industries with ingenuity of reason-

ing and abundant citations of statistical facts. In

addition to these timely discussions of high political

issues, the Review has an article by the Rev. Dr. Au-

gustus Jessop, entitled "Why I wish to visit Amer-

ica"; "The Philosophy of Conversion," by O. В.

Frothingham; "The Origin of Yellow Fever," by Dr.

C. Creighton; "Shall the Jury System be abolished ?"

by Judge Robert Y. Hayne; "The Genesis of Tenny-

son's 'Maud, " by Richard Herne Shepherd; and

"The Development of Machine Guns," by Lieut. C.

Sleeman.

AMONG the many excellent contributions to the

Century for September, we have space only to call

attention to the following: Charles G. Leland's "Le-

gends of the Passamaquoddy," with unique illustra-

tions drawn on birch bark by a Passamaquoddy

Indian; "On the Track of Ulysses," by W. J. Still-

man; the beginning of a series of articles, with illus-

trations, on "The New Astronomy," by S. P. Lang-

ley; a sketch of the life and work of Emile Littré,

by "Y. D.," accompanied by a full-page portrait of

the French scientist. "The Foreign Elements in our

Population" are considered and explained by Joseph

Edgar Chamberlin. Newman Smyth contributes an

article on "The Late Dr. Dorner and the New The-

ology ." " The Rescue of Chinese Gordon" and "The

Appeal of the Harvard Annex" are among the topics

treated of in the "Open Letters."

THE title "Babyland" was brought into use by

D. Lothrop & Co. for their charming magazine Baby-

land, the bound volume of which is each year a

delight inmany thousands of homes. Its great repu-

tation has been won by intrinsic merit of exquisite

adaptation, by the purity and delicate humor of the

text, and the charm of its beautiful and amusing pict-

ures. It has been edited during the eight years of

its publication by the editors of Wide Awake. Its

great and well-earned reputation has induced certain

publishers to attempt imitations. It becomes neces-

sary, therefore, to warn the public against these in-

ferior books issued under similar titles, and to state

that there is but onegenuine Babyland; and this al-

ways has the imprint ofD. Lothrop & Co. , Boston.

JAMES KAY APPLEBEE

is open to accept engagements for the delivery of SUNDAY
EVENING LECTURES at towns within reach of Boston by

Sunday afternoon trains. For terms and subjects, address

JAMES KAY APPLEBEE, Boston, Mass.

MRS. EMILY J. F. NEWHALL'S

School for Girls and Young Ladies will reopen

Oct. 1, 1884.

As heretofore, its management will be conducted upon

the basis of EDUCATION rather than INSTRUCTION. The

proper use of English will be made an especial feature

of the daily work. Under the direction of John Storer

Cobb, LL.D., from London University, this branch will

comprise a thorough study of the English language, as

well as Latin and mathematics. The illustrated lectures

upon the great tone-masters, the use of the lantern,

and attendance at the Art Museum, will be continued.

Forcatalogue, address No. 91 Newbury Street, Boston; or

apply between 11 and 1, after September 15.
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Philosophy. 2 vols ..... 4.00
Beliefs aboutMan

1.00

1.75

3.50
Child's Book of Religion. For Sunday-

Physiology of Common Life. 2 vols .....

The Story of Goethe's Life

Problems of Life and Mind.

3.00 Talks aboutJesus
1.00

1.50

First Se-Echools andHomes
1.00

Beliefs about the Bible.....

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her

1.00

Na ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN-

MENTS..

Stories from the Lips of the Teacher.
ries. 2 vols ..... 6.00

Riddles 1.001.00
The Physical Basis of Mind. Second1.50 Stories of the Patriarchs

1.00
Series.... 3.00

Bluffton. A Story of To-day 1.00

ARNOLD (EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama,

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

Beliefs of the Unbelievers .
.25

Spirit of the New Faith... The Study of Psychology, its Object, SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory
1.00

Scope, andMethod.. 2.00 ofDescent andDarwinism. Illus ...... 1.50The Safest Creed
1.00

Knowledge and Faith 1.00 LONGFELLOW'S Poetical Works . 2 vols. 7.00 SCHROEDER (DR. KARL). AManual of
1.00

Life of Gerrit Smith

Creedand Conduct 2.00 LUBBOCK (SIR JOHN). Origin of Civili-
1.00

ARNOLD (MATTHEW). Essays in Criti- The Rising and the Setting Faith 1.00
cism.. 2.00 Visions of the Future

1.00
GodandtheBible 1.50

Life of Theodore Parker.
2.00

Literature andDogma 1.50
George Ripley...

1.25

zation, and the Primitive Condition of

Man

Pre-historic Times, as illustrated byAn-

cient Remains, and the Manners and

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus.. 5.00

5.00

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated from the German. Illus ... 3.50

BAIN (ALEXANDER). Mental Science:

ACompendium ofPsychology andHis-

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs.

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others .

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley. .50

FULLER (MARGARET). Womenin the

toryof Philosophy 1.50

Nineteenth Century....
1.50

1 The Emotions and the Will ... 5.00
Life without andLife within...

1.50

Moral Science: ACompendium of Ethics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50
AtHomeand Abroad. 1.50

Relations 1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS) . Hereditary Genius

EnglishMen of Science.. 1.00

2.00

The Senses and the Intellect 5.00 Inquiries into Human Faculty and its

C BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of
Development... 300

Life. 2 vols.... 5.00

TheBeginnings of Life; or, The Modes

ofOriginofLowerOrganisms. 2vols. 5.00

GARRISON (WM. LLOYD). Tributes to

at his Funeral. With Heliotype of
BustbyAnne Whitney. .75

Evolution andthe Origin of Life
2.00 GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous-
erty

ness 1.50

Eatingand Drinking ..... 75
Stimulants andNarcotics..

OurHome Physician: A Popular Guide

to theArt of Preserving Health and

TreatingDisease. 6.00

BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-
chantPrince. ANovel of New York.. 1.50

BLAINE'S (JAMES G.) Eulogy on James

The Secret of GoodMemory

The Secret of a Clear Head..

CommonMind Troubles .

.50

.50

How tomake the Best of Life. .50A. Garfield. With Portrait .50

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-

calWorks. Illustrated
2.50

GRAY (ASA). Darwiniana: Essays and

Reviews pertaining to Darwinism

BUCKLE'S (H. T. ) History of Civilization

inEngland...
4.00

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2 vols . 4.00

HAECKEL (ERNST) . The History ofEssays, with aBiography of the author.. 1.00

BUECHNER'S ForceandMatter
3.25

Creation; or, The Development of the

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6 vols ....

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-

lessness ...

1.00

12.00

.50

.50

2.00

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus .....

1.00

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK(W. H.). Is LifeWorthLiving? 1.25
Social Equality...

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Body and Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

encetoMental Disorders

15.00

1.50

2.00Physiology of Mind .

BodyandWill: Being an Essay concern-

ing Will in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical, and PathologicalAspects 2.50

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-

lyle.

...

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON). The

Organs of Speech and their Apulica-
tion in the Formation of Articulate

Sounds ..

MILL (JOHN STUART) . The Positive

Philosophy of Auguste Comte...

PoliticalEconomy

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

Liberty, both in one vol...

Representative Government...

Three Essays onReligion...

1.00

SCOTT'S Complete Poetical Works. Illus. 8.00

SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols ........ 15.00

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

Memoirand Portrait. 2 vols .. 3.50

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women.

SMITH'S AncientHistory, from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fallof the Western

Empire. Illus. 3 vols......

3.00

6.00

1.75 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00

Chemistry
.50

Physics .50

8.00
Physical Geography. .50

Geology.
.50

Physiology .50

Astronomy. .50

Botany
.50

Logic.... .50

Inventional Geometry
.50

Piano-fortePlaying
.50

Political Economy. .50

Natural Resources of the United States. .50

1.50

2.50

Principles of Biology. 2 vols.....

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols ........ 4.00
Principles of Sociology. 2 vols..

4.00

4.00

Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00

2.50
Universal Progress...

2.00

1.50
Essays, Moral. Political, Esthetic...

2.00

2.50
Social Statics .

2.00

BURNS (ROBERT). Complete Works .... 1.00
tion of Natural Causes. Illus . 2 vols. 5.00 Data of Ethics

1.25

CARLETON (WILL) . Farm Festivals.
The Evolution of Man. 2 vols .....

Freedom in Science and Teaching
Illus.....

2.00

Farm Legends. Illus .... 2.00

Farm Ballads. Illus ... 1.25
2.00

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits andMaps. 6vols.....
7.50

FrenchRevolution. 2 vols . 2.50

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols ....
2.50

CriticalandMiscellaneous Essays . With

Portrait. 2 vols .....

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With
Portraits. 2 vols ....

3.50 HARRIS (J.C.). UncleRemus: His Songs

and Sayings. The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus..... 1.50

4.00

CHADWICK (J. W.) . The Bible of To-day, 1.50

The Faith of Reason
1.00

The ManJesus ..

1.00
CHANEY (G. L.) . F. Grant & Co.; or, Part-

nerships. A Story for the Boys who

meanBusiness .

Scarlet Letter.....

1.25

Tom. AHome Story.

The House of the Seven Gables .

HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-

1.25

1.25

1.25

5.00

1.00

HALLOWELL (R. P.) . The Quaker Inva-

sion of Massachusetts...

HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy..... 2.00

HAMMOND (DR. W. A.). A Treatise on

Diseases of theNervous System ...... 5.00

HARDY (ARTHUR S.) . But yetaWoman 1.25

HAWLEY (F. B.) . Capital and Popula-

tion: AStudy of the Economic Effects

of their Relations to each other . 1.50

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

ative First Cause

Freedom of the WillCHILD(LYDIA MARIA). Aspirations of

theWorld: AChainof Opals... 1.25 HELMHOLTZ ( H.) . Popular Lectures on
Looking toward Sunset....

.75

2.00

2.00

1.50

2.50

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

AppendixbyWendell Phillips . With
Portrait.

Scientific Subjects. With anIntroduc

tion by Prof. Tyndall..

Second Series .

1.50

CLARK (EDW. H., M.D.). Sex in Educa-
tion

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus..
4.00

1.25

TheBuilding of aBrain 1.25

CLODD(E.). The Childhoods ofReligions.

Asimple account of the Birth and

Growth of Myths and Legends .....

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment....

Young Folks' History of the United

1.50

States 1.50

1.25
Margaret Fuller Ossoli . 1.25

ingPlace ..

COBBE(FRANCES POWER) . TheDuties

ofWomen........ Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M. D. ). The SacredAnthology, 2.00

The Earthward Pilgrimage ..
Idols and Ideals .

Demonology andDevil Lore. 2vols..... 7.00
EmersonatHome andAbroad..

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture, and

OtherEssays.....

The New Chemistry...

1.75

1.50

1.50

1.00
2.00

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Completein16vols... 20.00

DANA (R. H. ). Two Yeare beforethe Mast, 1.50

DARWIN(CHARLES). Origin ofSpecies , 2.00
Descent of Man.........

Journal ofResearches ..

:::::Emotional Expression..
Animals andPlants under Domestica-

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

The Mystery ofPain

Physiology for Practical Use

HOLLAND (F. M.). Reign ofthe Stoics..
Stories from Robert Browning

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing.. Paper, 35 cts.; cloth,

1.75
1.00

2.25

1.25
1.50

.50

2.00

HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The
Autocrat of the Breakfast Table....... 2.00

The Professor at the Breakfast Table....

The Poet atthe Breakfast Table...

Poems....

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Elsfe Venner

3.00 HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-

2.00
moir andPortrait. 2vols..

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.). The Lady of the

5.00

Aroostook

The Undiscovered Country...

2.00 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos ; or, Sketch of a

2.00

2.00

1.25

2.00

3.50

1.50

tion, 2 vols ...... 1.50
Insectivorous Plants

ClimbingPlants 1.25

Orchids fertilizedby Insects 1.75

Fertilizationinthe Vegetable Kingdom.

Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols........
3.00

2.00 .75

MUELLER (F. MAX). Lectures on the

Science of Language

Chips from a German Workshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, andCustoms. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies , and An-

tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology, Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol. , $2.00;
theset..

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or

Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustratedby the Relig-

ions of India

OORT (DR. H.) and HOΟΥΚΑAS (DR. I.) .

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study ofthe Bible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges ....

Vol. II. Kings andProphets

Vol. III . New Testament....

OSWALD (FELIX L., M.D.). Physical

Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature.....

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

ofthe Christiau Religion and the Sig-

nificance of its Rise andDecline.....

PAINE (THOMAS). Age of Reason.......

Complete Works ...

PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind

10.00

2.00

STEWART (S. J.). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatitis andhowitGrew.. .25

STICKNEY (ALBERT). A True Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of"Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days
Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful

illustrations
5.00

STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

town Folks. ANewEngland Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

land Story

2.50 STRAUSS (D. F.) . The Old Faith and the

New....

2.00

2.00

2.00

1.00

1.00

.50

7.00

1.50

1.00

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes
owe to each other .

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-
fiveYears ..

TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

Motion

Fragments of Science.

Light andElectricity...

Lessons inElectricity.

Hours of Exercise in the Alps .
BelfastAddress ...

ures

UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free

Thought

VOGEL (A. ) . A Practical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ....

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50

1.00

1.75Prayers by Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of

Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools andFamilles. .75 VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

theReligion and Philosophy of Eman-

uel Swedenborg

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.
WithPortraits. 2 vols ....

Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

traits. 3 vols....

FamousAmericans of Recent Times ..

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits . Illustra

tions. 2 vols ...

PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART) . The

GatesAjar ....

Beyondthe Gates.

DoctorZay ..

PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newlyengravedLikenessesofSumner.

2vols...

1.25

4.00

WALKER (PROF. F. A.). Wages ...

Money....

Money, Trade, and Industry.

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Completein 6
vols. Illus .

2.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

6.00

torv Liquor Laws

The Social Lawof Labor..

2.00 WEISS(JOHN). Life andCorrespondence
6.00

1.50

1.50

of Theodore Parker

American Religion

The Immortal Life

Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare

1.25 WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and
Growth of Language

4.50

3.50

4.00

1.50

10.00

1.25

1.50

4.00

1.50

1.50

2.00

Forms ofFlowers..
Travels andResearches

1.50

Power ofMovementinPlants.

(Alexander and William)Lives of. Por-

2.00 1.50

Vegetable Mould, etc...
traits...

1.50

Complete set,13 vols ... 25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays
1.50 6.00

1.50
WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works, with Portrait 2.00

WILSON (HENRY). Rise and Fallof the

Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols ....... 9.00

MILLS (C. D. B.). Gems of the Orient.... 1.50

Buddha andBuddhism.
Study of Sociology . 1.50

1.25 Education.
1.25

2.00

STALLO (J. B.). The Concepts and Theo-

ries ofModernPhysics..
1.75
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Sawing Made Easy.

MONARCH LIGHTNINGSAWING MACHINE
SENT ON

30 DAYS

TEST TRIAL.

For logging camps, wood-yards, farmers getting out
stovewood,andallsorts oflog-cutting-it is unrivaled,
Thousands sold yearly . Aboy of 16 cansaw logs fast and
easy. Immense saving oflabor andforelegantly lustratedcatalogue in 6 brilliantcolors,

2,000

WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS

The 32d School Year of this Family and

Day School for Boys and Girls will begin

NATH'L ALLEN, WestNewton, Mass.PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF SPATH.Fr

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-

called "TwelveGreatPictures of theW

J. HART & CO.,
The Last Supper, LEOCornellUnivLib

The Last Judgment,

BANKERS,
3170 F Do

yle
sto

wn

, Pa.
AS-

Descent from the Cross

sumptionof the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans-Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

figuration, RAPHAEL; Sistine Madonna, land, and other points inEurope. Agency
RAPHAEL; HolyNight,CORREGGIO;Aurora, for theAmericanLine of Steamers.
GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-Write

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-
scent from the Cross, RUBENS; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted

in5 colors. Allfree.alsobrilliantly illuminated poster in

Agents Wanted. Big money made quickly.

MONARCHMF'G CO. , (A) 206 State St., Chicago, Ill.

THE

Med copies of all these Woman Question in Europe.
will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.40; or

any one ormore at 20 cts. each (with Cata-

Y ALL ODDS loguewhendesired). Address
W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee, Wis.

THEBESTEQUIPPED
RAILROAD IN THEWORLD. Travels in Faith from

Let it be forever remembered that the

Chicago & North-Western

RAILWAY

is the best and shortest route to and from

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

that it is preferred by all well-posted trav-

ellers whenpassing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

It also operates the best route and the short

line between

Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapolis.

Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison,

Fort Howard (Green Bay), Wis., Winona,

Owatonna, Mankato, Minn., Cedar Rapids,

Des Moines, Webster City,Algona, Clinton,

Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin, Rock-

ford, III . , are among its eight hundred local

stations on its lines.

Among afew of the numerous points of

superiority enjoyed by the patrons of this

road are its Day Coaches, which are the

finest that human art and ingenuity can

create; its Palatial Sleeping Cars,

whicharemodels of comfort and elegance;

its Palace Drawing Room Cars ,

which are unsurpassed by any; and its

widely celebrated

NORTH-WESTERN DINING CARS,

the like of which are not run by any other

road anywhere. In short, it is asserted that

it is the best equipped road in the

world.

All points of interest North, North-west,

and West of Chicago, business centres,

summer resorts, and noted hunting and

fishing grounds, are accessible by the vari-

ous branches of this road.

It owns and controls over five thousand

miles of road, and has over four hundred

passengerconductors constantly caring for

its millions of patrons.

Ask your ticket agent for tickets via this

route, and take none other. All leading

ticket agents sell them. It costs no more to

travel on this route that gives first-class ac-

commodations than it does to go by the

poorly equipped roads.

Formaps, descriptive circulars, and sum-

mer resort papers,or other information not

obtainable at your local ticket office, write

tothe

GEN'L PASS. AGENT, C. & N.-W. RY

CHICAGO, ILL.

MARTIN LUTHER :

A Study of Reformation.

By EDWIN D. MEAD,

Author of The Philosophy of Carlyle, etc.

An essay upon the significant phases of

Luther's life and work,with special refer-
ence to present problems of reform; dis-

cussing the principles of Individualism, In-
tellectualism, and Rationalism for which

Luther stood; and the Libertinism, the Old

Orthodoxy and the New Orthodoxy, with

which he came into conflict.

Cloth, 12mo, 194 pages. Price $1.25.

Sent,postpaid, onreceipt of price, by

THE INDEX,

44 BOYLSTON STREET, Boston.

A Series of Original Essays.

Edited by THEODORE STANTON, Μ.Α.

With an Introduction by FRANCES

POWER COBIE.

Large Octavo, Cloth Extra, $3.50.

CONTENTS.

Tradition to Reason . ChapterENGLAND.

By ROBERT C. ADAMS .

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.

THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT :

Its Philosophical Basis ; Its Gen-

eral Aims ; Its Relation to Chris-

tianity, Unitarianism, and Free

Religion .

THREE ADDRESSES BEFORE THE FREE RE-

LIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, BOSTON, MAY 30,

by Messrs . W. M. SALTER, W. L.

SHELDON, and S. B. WESTON.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price 15 cents .

Robert G. Ingersoll's Writings.

Only authorized editions .

Vol. L-THE GODS, and Other

Lectures. Contents: "The Gods,"

"Humboldt, " "Thomas Paine," "Individ-

nality," "Heretics and Heresies ." 12mo,

253 pages. Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol . II.-THE GHOSTS, and Other

Lectures. Contents: "The Ghosts,"

"The Liberty of Man, Woman, and

Child," "The Declaration of Independ-

ence,' "About Farming in Illinois,"

"The Grant Banquet Toast," "The Past

rises before me like aDream," "Tribute

to Rev. Alexander Clark," "Tribute to

Ebon C. Ingersoll." 12mo, 243 pages.
Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. III.-SOME MISTAKES OF
MOSES. 12mo, 278 pages. Cloth, $1.25;

paper, 50 cents.

Vol. IV. INGERSOLL ON TAL-
MAGIAN THEOLOGY. (New )
443 pages. Cloth, gilt top, $2.00; plain

cloth, $1.25; paper 50 cents.

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE

SAVED ? 89 pages, 12mo. Paper, 25
cents.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, A
series of articles on the Christian Relig-

ion, byCol. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, Judge
JEREMIAH S. BLACK, and Prof. GEORGE

P. FISHER. The only complete and au-

thorized edition. One volume, 8vo, 143

pages . Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents.

VINDICATION OF THOMAS

PAINE, from the attacks of the

New York Observer. By ROBERT G.

INGERSOLL. Paper, 25 cents.

Just Published :

I. THE WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE MOVE-

MENT. By Millicent Garrett

Fawcett.

II. THE WOMEN'S EDUCATIONAL

MOVEMENT. By Maria G.

Grey.

III. WOMEN IN MEDICINE. By Fran-

ces E. Hoggan, M.D.

IV. THE INDUSTRIAL MOVEMENT.

By Jessie Boucherett.

V. WOMEN AS PHILANTHROPISTS.

By Henrietta O. Barnett.

II. GERMANY.

III.

IV .

V.

VI.

VII.

I. A GENERAL REVIEW OF THE

WOMEN'S MOVEMENT IN GER-

INVESTORS
should confer with the

WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO .,
LAWRENCE, KANSAS,

FirstMortgageReal Estate Loans paid

in New York. Absolute Satisfaction

GUARANTEED. For reliability, consult Third

Nat. Bank. N. Y. City, or Nat. Bank, Lawrence,Kan.

Security large. Interest promptly paid.

Send for pamphlet with testimonials, sample forns, etc.

F. M. Perkins, Pres. N.F Hart, L. H. Perkins, Sec.

J. T. Warne. V. Pres. Auditor. C. W.Gillett, Treas
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DINING

ROOM'S

MANY. By Anna Schepeler- THEBG

Lette and Jenny Hirsch.

II . THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

GERMAN WOMEN. By Marie

Calm.

HOLLAND. By Elise van Calcar.

AUSTRIA. By Johanna Leiten-

berger.

NORWAY. By Camilla Collett.

SWEDEN. By Rosalie Ulrica Olive-

crona.

eriksen.

DENMARK. By Kirstine Fred-

VIII. FRANCE. By the Editor.

IX. ITALY.

X.
XI .

XII.

XIII.

I. A GENERAL REVIEW. By Au-

reliaCimino Folliero de Luna.

II. THE EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENT.
ByDora D'Istria.

SPAIN. By ConcepcionArenal.

PORTUGAL.

Freitas.

M.D.

By Rodrigues de

BELGIUM. By Isala van Diest,

SWITZERLAND. By MarieGoegg.
XIV. RUSSIA. By Marie Zebrikoff.

XV. POLAND. By Elise Oresko.

XVI. BOHEMIA. By Elise Krásnohorska.

XVII. THE ORIENT.

Kehaya.
By Kalliope A.
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AN incident in the celebration of the anniver-

sary of Auguste Comte by his disciples in Paris

was a visit to the cemetery Père-la-Chaise, to place

a wreath of flowers upon the philosopher's tomb.

Ar the meeting of the American Historical As-

sociation, recently held at Saratoga, Prof. Moses

Coit Tyler read a somewhat laudatory paper on

"The Influence of Thomas Paine on the Popular

Resolutions for American Independence."

IF the British House of Lords reject the fran-

chisebill this month, the opposition is likely to be

overcome by the creation of liberal peers. The

lords must yield or lose their power, if not their

existence as a body. The recent great liberal

demonstrations in England have been marked by

astrong feeling against hereditary legislation.

It is now stated that in the latest Index Expur-

gatorius of the Russian Government Agassiz,Bag-
ehot, Huxley, Emile Zola, Lubbock, Lecky, Louis

Blanc, G. H. Lewes, Lyell, Marx, Mill, Reclus,

Adam Smith, and Herbert Spencer are among the

foreign authors, whose works are forbidden to

the public libraries either inthe languages in which

these works were written or in translation. In

fiction and belles-lettres, there is a long list of

forbidden books.

At the assizes court held at Pictou, Ont., last

Friday, a Church of England clergyman was fined

$25 and costs for assaulting one of his parish-

ioners, a mason by trade, who was severely

punished by his spiritual adviser. The account

says the clergyman is "reported to be a pugilist of

some note," and it concludes thus : "He is the hero

of the town among the sports,having knocked his

antagonist, who is considered ahard hitter, out in

two rounds."

THEboard of directors of Columbia Theological

Seminary have rendered their decision as to the

address of Prof. Woodrow, president of the insti-

tution, in support of evolution. They have de-

cided by a vote of eight to three that the theory

as qualified by Prof. Woodrow is not one to be

condemned as heretical, although they say they

cannot agree with the views advanced. The

minority report pronounces the theory decidedly

bad and dangerous to the Christian faith.

AT Brussels, on September 23, the anniversary

of the great Revolution of 1830, a procession of

theveterans was formed, which marched through

the streets and deposited wreaths on the monu-

ment of the Revolution. The streets were lined

with people, and the veterans were cheered with

enthusiasm. The event was made an occasion for

a demonstration against the new government. At

themonument, aveteran made a speech, in which

he said: "Our ancestors fought to make Belgium

free. She is no longer so. Belgians will never be

Romanists." Adense crowd followed the proces-

sion as it returned from the monument, singing

the "Marseillaise" and other hymns.

Ат аpublic meeting in this city last week, Mrs.

S. M. Warner, in behalf of the women of the

State, as she said, presented Gen. Butler with

a floral horseshoe, in receiving which the ex-Gov-

ernor of Massachusetts and Presidential candidate

of the People's Party responded in the following

felicitous words : "Madam, I thank you for this

most beautiful gift of kind remembrance from the

women of Massachusetts ; and I take leave to as-

sure you, what you well know now, that on the

question of the equal rights of suffrage to all

the citizens of the United States, without any

distinction, I have been for years pledged. When

the sister and the wife and the mother go to the

polls, then indeed shall the whole country rejoice

in the new force that shall be given to people's

rights and the new power that shall crush out all

the people's wrongs."

THE Pope's encyclical letter "To all Our Ven-

erable Brethren and Patriarchs, Privates, Arch

bishops, and Bishops of the Catholic World in the

Grace and Communion of the Apostolic See," is a

remarkably foolish document. Asingle paragraph

is enough to indicate the character of the letter:

"With respect to Italy, it is now most necessary to

implore the intercession of the most powerful

Virgin through the medium of the Rosary, since a

misfortune, and not an imaginary one, is threat-

ening-nay, rather is among us. The Asiatic

cholera having, under God's will, crossed the

boundary within which nature seemed to have

confined it, has spread through the crowded shores

of a French port and to the neighboring districts

on Italian soil. TO MARY, therefore, we must fly,-

to her whom rightly and justly the Church entitles

the dispenser of saving, aiding, andprotecting gifts,

-that she, graciously hearkening to our prayers,

may grant us the help they besought, and drive far

from us the unclean plague." Wherever it is law-

ful, the Pope wants "the local confraternity of the

Rosary" to make a procession through the streets.

A portion of the letter consists of promises of

indulgence,-"an Indulgence of seven years and

seven times forty days," a "Plenary Indulgence"

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

for recital of the Rosary, expiation of sins by con-

fession, etc. He also grants full forgiveness of sins

and plenary remission of punishment to all who

"shall have washed the stains from their souls, and

have holily partaken of the divine banquet, and

shall have also prayed in any church to God and

his holy Mother for our good intentions."

MR. J. K. APPLEBEE, in a recent discourse de-

livered at the Parker Memorial and printed in

the Commonwealth, one or two errors in which we

pointed out last week, advanced views touching

the distinction between vice and crime which will

not bear careful examination. He said that he

would not ask the law to prevent the publication,

sale, and transmission through the mails of Mr.

Heywood's paper. "But," he added, " if he [Hey-

wood] ventured to send his paper into ahousehold,

the recognized legal authority of which had not

previously ordered it to be sent, Iwould be down

heavily on Mr. Heywood. His vice would then

ripen into a crime. He has no right so to invade

the sanctity of a man's home. I think that six

months at the penitentiary for a first offence, six

years for a second offence, and the choice of being

hung outright or imprisoned for life for a third,

would about to meet justice and mercy of such

a case." This is a strange view to take of the

subject, for which Mr. Applebee may perhaps

claim originality, but nothing more. The circula-

tion of a paper not prohibited by law is no crime,

nor is it a crime to send such a paper unrequested

into a household, whatever be the vice or folly of

such an act. It is no more criminal to send such

a publication as the one referred to, when the law

permits its circulation, than it is to send the Bible,

a religious tract, one of Mr. Applebee's lectures, or

a copy of Longfellow's poems into a household,

without asking the head of the family. To the

moral quality of the act, of course, we do not

here refer. Avice, to become a crime in the sense

in which dictionaries define and Mr. Applebee

means to use the word, must involve a violation of

a legislative enactment. But how can sending to

him or his wife by mail, or handing to his servant

at the door of his house, a paper, the cir dation

of which the law does not forbid, and he would

not have the law forbid, be construed into a crime ?

On second thought, he must himself see the ab-

surdity and incongruity of imprisoning and hang-

ing amanfor sending into a household, unforbid-

den by " its recognized legal authority," a paper

which the publisher and editor have an undis-

puted legal right to publish and sell, and to circu-

late through the mails and otherwise. The fact

which Mr. Applebee failed to see is that a paper,

the introduction of which into a family is an of-

fence so great that it should be punished by im-

prisonment and death, is a paper so bad that its

publication should be prohibited by law and

therebymade a crime. We say this without pro-

nouncing any opinion as to the character of the

particular paper Mr. Applebee mentions, which,

if it be as objectionable morally as the reasoning

to which we have referred is illogical and unsound,

must be a decidedly bad publication.
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THE LIMITATIONS OF SCIENCE.

In the fall of the old theologies, the unsettled

disputes between different systems of philosophy,

and the decline of the religious doctrine of aspe-

cial authoritative revelation of truth, many people

are turning to science as the evangel of the mod-

ern age,-by which is usually meant natural or

physical science. Science, they say, deals with

certainties. It brings facts, and not mere guesses.

Science alone can tellwhat is truth. They turn,

therefore, with ardor to the scientific publications,

-to the books that pour from the press, the jour-

nals andmagazines that record the researches and

conclusions of scientific men. Andthey say, Here

is something to rely upon; here are the facts of

the universe ; here are explained the laws and

forces amid which we live every day and which we

know are something substantial ; and here are

practical rules for taking care of our bodies and

our houses, our cities and our farms, rules of im-

mense use in the progress of civilization and in

securing the education, prosperity, and happiness

of the human race.

here, with his manifold capacities for sensation,

feeling, thinking, desiring, loving, hating, willing,

doing, no matter bywhat long and tortuous ave-

nue of evolution he came, nor in what successive

forges of experience his faculties have been ham-

mered and shaped to their present uses,-now that

he is oncehere, a creature all alive with energies,

pressed to action by these multitudinous impulses,

howshall he so think, feel, and act as most wor-

thily to perform his part, present and future, in

working out the plan of the universe, which has

given him birth and sustenance? That is, the

most important questions in life concern character

and conduct,--not man's genesis, but man's pres-

ent activities ; and science-physical science-goes

but a little way in the solution of these ques-

tions. It must be a larger science that reaches

them, ascience that embraces practical ethics. In

the wide range of action which man may traverse

between the extremes of blackest vice and whitest

virtue, he maymake his world a hell or heaven ;

and the only science which can turn the scales to

the heavenward side in the manifold forms of this

problem is that which not only increases knowl-

edge and clarifies mental perception,but heightens

and purifies moral sensibility and purpose, and

strengthens moral will.

And all this is rightly said. Science does deal

with facts. Science concludes nothing without

facts for an impregnable basis; and the impor- It is evident, then, that those inquirers who are

tance of its work for human benefit and progress | turning to science for something of that satisfying

can hardly be overestimated. Our inquirer, how-

ever, soon discovers that science goes but a little

way, after all; that, on many of the problems

which beset his mind, the learned scientific writers

are in vigorous dispute with each other, and have

yet given no conclusive answer; and that not in-

frequently they deal in conjectures and specula-

tions which seem nearly as wild as those of the

metaphysicians. He finds, too, that there are large

sections of human life, embracing matters with

which man has daily to deal and amid which he

must shape his conduct, which natural or physical

science as yet barely touches. There is the do-

and saving certainty of truth which was once be-

lieved to be the attribute of an authoritative re-

ligious revelation will be disappointed, unless they

give to the word "science" a large meaning, cover-

ing all mental and moral functions of man's nature.

The saving assurance of truth is not to be found

in any particularscheme of truth,drawn out into

the articles of a creed, whether theological or

scientific, but rather in a recognition of moral

obligation as paramount over every other, and

as determining man's place in the universe. The

saving truth is to see, not how man's moral nature

has been produced, but that, being produced, it

main of the emotions, the affections, the aspira-❘ is the culmination of the creative process in that

tions, the entire moral, affectional, and so-called

spiritual nature of man, the seat of impulses,

temptations, hopes, deeds, and historical move-

ments innumerable, which science as yet has not

considered at all or only in the most indirect way.

Yet here is the very centre of the questions that

most seriously perplex and tantalize mankind.

Here are the questions that concern man's gravest

interests, the questions that reach into his deep-

est life as a social, ethical, loving, aspiring, desire-

impelled, and rationally acting creature. These,

therefore, are the questions where there is the

greatest danger from a wrong answer or from that

moodofsceptical indifference to all answers which

is worse than a wrong answer.

Let science treat the story of the creation of the

world as it may and must, no matter what may

happen to the Biblical story of Genesis; let it put

the Bible among human books ; let it disprove all

miracle in the birth of any religion or of any being

who ever existed in the form of humanity on

earth; let it trace man's genesis to a common

ancestry with that of the brute creation; let it

even show that mind has only been manifested

with the physical evolution of brain-cells, and that

the faculty of conscience was not an outright gift

to man when he first appeared on earth, but a

sense and power that gradually came with increase

of intelligence and under the discipline of experi-

ence, let all these great questions be settled by

science, and its solutions be put away, never more

to be disputed. Still, momentous as these prob-

lems are, they are not of such vast moment as are

certain other questions which persist in demanding

an answer. Now that this creature called man is

part of the universe which comes within human

cognizance, and should therefore dominate man's

entire being. The saving truth is to see and

practically acknowledge that, though man is ani-

mal and physical,he is also rational, ethical, spir-

itual, and that the rational, ethical, spiritual ele-

ment in him, call it by what name we will and

hold whatsoever philosophical theory we may con-

cerning it, legitimately carries with it the rights

of sovereignty in the shaping of conduct. It is

not this or that theory of morality that humanity

most needs, but morality itself. It is not any

theory of the outward universe, however scien-

tifically established, that is going to solve life's

deepest questions. Those questions can only be

reached and answered through the perception,

made practical, that man attains his truest value

and dignity in seeking and observing the rightness

of his own relations to the universe. Science, as

ordinarily defined, deals with the finite and phe-

nomenal. But there is a science of character and

conduct which has infinite relations and deals

with absolute realities .

Wм. Ј. РоTTER .

OUR PERSONALITY.

I.

I am I; just this one particular and peculiar

being; self-centred, self-determining ; singular in

body, singular in mind.

Behold this my individuated form, strikingly

disparate from the rest of things ; wholly de-

tached, sharply defined, moving in clear-cut inde-

pendence wherever I choose. My body it is, be-

longing to me only, its free sovereign ruler, who

candispose of it as Iplease.

And the rest of things, these manifold and shift-

ing appearances within my consciousness,which I

call the outer world, but which subsist as those

same conscious phenomena assuredly nowhere but

in my own exclusive mind, if they at all signify

any foreign existents, these also are subject tomy

will. I use them, shape them, transform them to

suit my purpose.

Indeed, bearing along with me in the luminous

seclusion of my individual soul the wondrous

medium in which alone the world stands revealed,

I am in verity the sole immediately and unques-

tionably realizing agent in a universe of merely

surmised subsistence. Within the ever-welling

spring of my own inner life, in unblurred splendor,

my searching spirit meets truest reality ; outside,

only a doubtful conjecture of shadowy semblances ;

nothing in truth but unnamable, unknowable quid-

dities of school philosophy ; so-called things-in-

themselves, the bare negation left when sensorial

matter is stripped of all its qualities.

Let me then for good exclude the noise and

bustle of distracting influences, the glare and

clamor from beyond. Entering fervently the

mystic porch of Inwardness, I am admitted to

share deep and deeper the all-comprising wealth

and glory of the realm of eternal ideas.

There, ecstatically fused in theblendedunity of

vision,knowledge, and love, I feel merged in the

great ocean of being, in which all reality is one.

Under the identifying sway of spiritual insight,

"mine eye and the eye of God are one eye, one

vision, one knowledge, one love" (Meister Eck-

hardt) .

Whenever, steeped in the ineffable profundity of

universal being, I grow capable of sustaining this

Oneness of intuitive apperception,then my autono-

mous personality will have reached its final goal,

its fated destination, its yearning aspiration. Then,

at last, my being will rest in blissful consumma-

tion, in quietistic fixedness with everlasting truth,

reidentified with the One-and-All .

All manner of striving will be appeased then,

all estrangement solved. From the perfect com-

pletion of All-Being no desire strays, no throb of

recognition stirs thebalanced repose of its all-com-

prehensive fulfillment, no sense of otherness feeds

within it the devouring flame of love.

There abides only saturated subsistence in

eternity of the Ever-unconscious; only the original

One of Plotinus, which is neither intelligence nor

idea, nor the world, only quiescent nonentity, das

stille Nichts of Jacob Boehme ; Natura naturans, con-

taining neither thought nor will nor desire nor

love, according to Spinoza ; the eternally uncon-

scious of Schelling and Hartmann; the permanent

Life-negation of Schopenhauer.

So also the Hindu sages, so Christian mystics

and Mohammedan sufis. Of whatever time or race,

all intent seekers of innermost individual thought

revelation unavoidably land where, at last, every-

thing is nothing, where being is identical with

non-being, lost in the nameless plenary voidbeyond

the veil of Maja.

This, in truth, is the inevitable doom of those

creeds which attribute spiritual personality to us

lofty earthlings, lordlings of this planetary crea-

tion.

Let us now contemplate somewhat more soberly

the veritable nature of our mystic being.

I have a feeling of myself. I am inwardly,

mentally aware of mybodily existence and form ;

and the latter from top to toe accurately fits my

mental representation. My eyes are shut, nothing

touches my hand, yet within the ideal play of my

individual consciousness I know exactly where
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and inwhat posture it is held. I have adistinct

and immediate sensation of its surface and its posi-

tioninspace.

In this knowledge I am not mistaken ; for my

handhas notbeenamputated,when indeed I might

have the very same sensations and no real hand

there to verify them. Apart of my being must

evidently subsist here as something not identical

with the sensations I am thus experiencing; for,

exploring with my other hand, I discover once

more the felt form just as I inwardly realized it.

Iopenmy eyes, or first one eye and then the other,

and, behold ! here again it is, the same hand

occupying the same space.

All this seeming confirmation of a reality dif-

ferent from my sundry transient feelings coming

to me,however, withinmyown individual conscious-

ness, there remains a remote chance that,contrary

to instinctive conviction, the whole conscious pro-

ceduremayhave been, after all, nothing but asub-

jective phantasmagoria. But then, you and you,

and indeed allwho can manage to see me, do you

not likewise perceive this my hand in the same

spatial position as felt by me within my own inner

sense ? Surely, not thosehidden individual feelings

ofmine are the cause of your perceiving my hand.

Something entirely different, but emanating from

the sameexistent,musthave the power of arousing

within your mind the same definite and congruous

set ofpercepts as inmine.

Ofcourse, becoming myself aware of your whole

being anditsperceptions solely through the medium

ofmyown consciousness, there is still left a bare,

logical possibility that this additional foreign cor-

roboration of the extra-mental subsistence of that

which in somanyvariousways is appearing to us

as a peculiar member of mine may, in spite of it

all, be likewise only the product of a subjective

phantasmagoria, taking place exclusively within

myown mind. Under this violent and most un-

natural supposition, which would annihilate the

value of all verification, it must be held a mere

fancy on my part that you are really there per-

ceiving my hand. For, if my hand, which I see

and touch, is nothing but an idea of mine, then

you yourself, whom I realize in exactly the same

manner, are also onlyan idea ofmine. To be sure,

you are pretty certain to return the compliment.

Butwhat do I care? I know positively that I am

existing independently of any idea of yours.

Well, then, here it is that for philosophizing

mortals the roads separate for good. Once for all,

wehave to choose,-Idealism or Realism ? Either

there is nothing at all subsisting outside our mind

and compelling its definite perceptions, or these

perceptions are actually aroused by extra-mental

powers, whose existence and disposition they are

thus signalizing..

We have already traced the outcome of the

former idealistic way of thinking. We will now

endeavor to see where the latter realistic road

leads to.

EDWARD MONTGOMERY.

THE TWO CANDIDATES.

An Open Letter to William J. Potter.

My dear Sir, In an article printed in The Index

for September4youexpress the opinion that Blaine

and Cleveland are equally unfitted by their vices

for the office of president. Now, I have much re-

spect for your opinion. Always I find in it that

first condition to all deep and true seeing, entire

veracity of mind, while I seldom fail to find also

a good breadth of view and genuine penetration,

joinedwith afine temperateness equally of thought

and expression, which is to me peculiarly attrac-

tive. In the present case, however, you fail I

think to seize the right point of view. What is

our object in selecting a chief magistrate ? It is

not to confer upon him an honor, but to obtain

from him a service. We are not to set him up as

amodel of behavior and asymbol of all the virt

ues, nor in voting for any man do we express an

opinion that he is at all fitted to serve as such a

model. We choose him as we would choose the

cashier of a bank or select an engineer to build

a railroad bridge. A certain important work is

to be done on behalf of the nation. We seek a

manwhomay be trusted to perform it faithfully,

efficiently, and in all respects well. Whatever virt-

ues and whatever abilities this may imply he

must possess; but having found in him these

virtues and abilities, we have no occasion to look

farther. Virtues, great virtues, are required, and

first of all, an incorruptible and indomitable in-

tegrity, proof at once against inside seduction and

outside pressure, as little to be bribed with votes

as with money, and still unshaken though men-

aced by majorities and the "people's will." But I

need not enlarge on this topic. You will easily

distinguish those moral qualities which are perti-

nent to the duties of a chief magistrate. Now,

your argument would run thus : Grover Cleveland

is not fitted for the work of such a magistracy,

since he once had an amour with a loose widow.

Is not that a singular non sequitur ? If we were

selecting a Sunday-school teacher, the case would

be different. Even then a sexual irregularity so

long past might perhaps be overlooked, but it

would be clearly pertinent to the question of one's

fitness for that particular work. Suppose, how-

ever, that a great general was about to be placed

in command of the national army in time ofwar,

and that such adereliction were urged as a reason

for his exclusion from that place of trust: would

not the most exacting moralist pronounce the

objection pointless ? Surely the moralist being a

man of sense, would say, That offence lies against

his estimation as aman, but not against his quali-

fications as general; he may still be such a mili-

tary commander as his country may trust and its

enemies fear. But a chief magistrate is as truly

as ageneral selected for a particular service,duty,

officium. Everything in his character which bears

upon the question of his qualification for that

work is in point, and nothing else is in point.

You are too clear-sighted not to observe that I

here make no sweeping distinction, or at least no

separation, between public and private morality.

No such separation exists in the nature of things ,

and none such can exist. Arogue in private will

bethesameman and still a rogue in public sta-

tion; the slave of cupidity, the trickster, the liar,

the cunningly masked self-seeker will, on being

transferred from private to public life, find only

more of invitation and opportunity for their vices.

In short, all the virtues, all the morals which will

be actively engaged in the performance of a defi-

nite public service, must be found as inseparable

elements of his personal character. So far as con-

cerns these, the most rigorous inquest into the pri-

vate life of a candidate is wholly in place and

cannot be too searching. But not all possible

virtues are engaged in, or related to, every public

office or any public office. Charles I. of England

was a chaste husband, and none the less an uncon-

scionable king ; Henry IV. of Francewas a very

unchaste husband, and perhaps the best king, or

at least among the very best, that France ever

had. The same rule that would exclude Mr.

Cleveland from public service would, and with

much greater force, have excluded Benjamin

Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, and if the un-

contradicted statements of the scalawagCallender,

who certainlydid not speak in ignorance,maybe
believed-Thomas Jefferson, not to speak of ex-

amples more recent. Imperfection clings to mor-

tals. I have been young and now am old, but I

have never found a man without his infirmity,

though some with very innocent infirmities. If an

angel came from heaven, said Emerson, he would

steal gingerbread or do some naughty thing or

other.

Inview of this universal imperfection, I rejoice

with all myheart when I can vote for a man in

the assured confidence, not that he is and has ever

been a perfect model of behavior, but that his

infirmities lie outside that field of service for which

he is proposed, and that within this field he is com-

plete. To make sure of this, I resolutely shut my

eyes to all else. Even with this restriction of in-

quiry, I am too often deceived. Ivoted, not very

willingly, for John D. Long, and he made me

ashamed of having done so. I voted, not only

willingly, but most gladly, for George D. Robin-

son, and already before the year is out he also

has made me ashamed of having done so, espe-

cially by that speech of his in Fanueil Hall where

he appeared as the companion and competitor of

Gen. Butler, to compromise the dignity of the

Commonwealth, and to pour out flattery upon a

class of voters in need more than most of faithful

admonition. I am often deceived. But I will not

become a candidate for deception by allowing my

attention to be distracted from the real question.

And the real question is this: has the man pro-

posed for a certain public service a sufficiency of

those qualities which will necessarily be engaged

inthat service, and will assure a faithful perform-

ance of it ? Whoever can answer that question in

the affirmative with regard to Gov. Clevelandmay

vote for him with a clear conscience, however dis-

approving of some things in his past. Not that I

would vote for an habitual profligate, whatever his

recommendations, for the reason that such profli-

gacymust in the end infect and corrupt the whole

character. I find upon my tree a pear which is

fair to the eye, but there is a worm at the core,

and on being opened the fruit is found to be ex-

tensively decayed within, a mere shell. I find

another which has been assailed by an insect, but

by a vigorous growth, it has pushed the intruder

out andhealed over the hurt. It is a little disfig-

ured, but is sweet, sound, wholesome fruit nev-

ertheless. Habitual profligacy is a worm at the

centre, and it promises a core-rotted man; but

a particular dereliction may be overgrown and

leave the man sound, though scarred. And if this

dereliction be of such a nature as to indicate no

infirmity of any quality or power which will be

engaged in a given public service, it may, in select-

ing a man for that service, be very properly dis-

missed as irrelevant to the question of his fitness.

Let us turn now to the case of Mr. Blaine. He

has brilliant powers and fine qualities undoubtedly.

His literary ability is very considerable and unu-

sual in an American politician; he is a powerful

orator, a skilful parliamentarian, abold and per-

suasive party leader, captivating in conversation,

amiable in all private relations, spotless in his

domestic manners, and, like Thomas Jefferson, he

has that subtle, indescribable something, not the

same with either intellectual capacity or moral

stamina, which constitutes an impressive,magnetic

and dominating personality. But he is charged

withhaving as holder of a high public trustmade

an unpermitted and illicit use of his position to

obtain riches. Numbers of intelligent and unprej-

udiced persons, having listened to his defence,

read his letters and considered carefully all the

attainable evidence, find themselves unable to

acquit himof this charge. Therefore they cannot
vote for him. At this juncture, when jobberies

multiply,when notorious plunderers of the national
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treasury cannot be brought to justice and when

thousands, professing a belief that all our public

men are tarred with the same stick, scarcely

think the worse of them for being so, it would

be fatal, they say, to clothe with the highest

powers of the nation aman who has shown him-

self infirm at the very point where, if anywhere, a

chief magistrate should be unconquerably strong.

Now, thesemenmaybewrong as to the facts and

have formed an erroneous judgment. It is human

toerr, and thebest ofmencan only try not to err.

But their objection is veryclearly relevant, and, if

sustained, should be conclusive. It does not im-

port that he is in all respects or in most respects a

badman; it imports only that, as a man who can

be tempted by great opportunity and the love of

gain to forget his official obligations, he lacks the

first, the most essential and altogether indispensa-

ble qualification for the service he would under-

take. In short, that which is objected to Mr.

Blaine is incontestably relevant to the question of

his fitness for the work of an American chiefmag-

istrate, while that which is objected to Mr. Cleve-

land is as clearly not relevant. And that is the

difference.
Yours very truly,

D. A. WASSON.

COMMENT ON MR. WASSON'S LETTER.

We assure Mr. Wasson that he cannot read any-

thing that we write with more appreciation than

we have for whatever is published-now only too

rarely-from his pen. The argument advanced in

his letter we had already considered, but we have

now reviewed it with the respect due to his state-

ment of it. We cannot, however, give our assent

to it. The central point, or major premise, on

which it all depends,does not appear to us to be

well taken. It is true that a President is elected

to perform certain governmental duties, and not

tohave an honor conferred upon him nor to be a

moral example. But it is equally true that an

election to the Presidency is regarded as a very

high honor, and is the highest which the people of

the United States can confer upon any one of their

number ; and it is also true that any one elected

to it does become,byhis position, an example in

morals. Though these are incidental results of an

election, they are results so important that they

cannot be left out of the problem. It would not

be a wholesome public lesson that the honor and

dignity of the Presidential office should be cheap-

ened by placing in it a man of gross immorality,

even though his immorality might not be of a

nature likely to interfere with his public duties.

Nor ought it to be forgotten that, in proportion to

the greatness, conspicuousness, and responsibility

of the public office held by any citizen, will his

personal character and conduct have weight as a

moral factor in influencing others. Moreover, the

President, ex officio, is brought into intimate social

relations with a great multitude of people ; the

White House is the central home of the nation,

and its hospitalities are extended to all citizens .

There is, therefore, a special reason why a Presi-

dent should be clean in respect to that vice of

which it is admitted Mr. Cleveland has been

guilty. The people are not called to elect a rail-

road engineer, but to elect the highest officer of a

great nation.

In our view, therefore, the charge against Mr.

Cleveland, as well as that against Mr. Blaine, is

entirely relevant to the question the people have

to consider. And this relevancy cannot be de-

stroyed by opening the graves of the dead and

exposing the immorality of eminent public officials

of a century or more ago, or even of later date.

The moral standard in this respect should have

advanced, and doubtless has advanced. But it

would be perilously debased again in this coun-

try, if either Mr. Cleveland or Mr. Blaine were

to be elected to the Presidency without a loud

protest. We wish that protest might even now

be definitely organized on a new candidate.

Acorrespondent from New York writes that he

knows a large number of young men who ear-

nestly desire that this should be done.
W. J. P.

NORMAL SCHOOLS IN ITALY.

We have received from Rome some very inter-

esting publications of the "Ministero della Publica

Instruzione," giving the programmes and regula-

tions of the schools, especially the normal schools.

These show a most enlightened and liberal spirit

in the Italian government, and the general course

andmanagement of the schools are not so dissim-

ilar to ours as to require special comment.

One feature is peculiar,however. The govern-

menthas acertain degreeof control over theprivate

schools, requiring that they shall be registered,

and that their sanitary and moral regulations be

approved. The same rule applies to the "Con-

vitti," which, I presume, answer to our boarding-

schools . There is also an intermediate class of

schools between those wholly free and the private

schools in which the pupils pay a small tax. In

the free schools, a very small subsidy is paid to

assist needy and deserving pupils.

The examinations in the lessons of religion are

madeby the pastor of the parish. Pupils belong-

ing to other than the Catholic churches are

exempted from religious examinations.

Kindergarten methods are used in the children's

schools; and some industrial work is introduced,

especially drawing for all and sewing and knitting

for the girls.

All controversial theological teaching seems to

be carefully avoided; and the religious studies

are confined to Bible history and catechism,which

are generally accepted.

The following extract will show how skilfully

difficulties are avoided in what might seem pas-

sages of history hard to treat of to such a mixed

assembly of pupils :-

Normal Course. First Class.-The teacher will take

occasion, from the interweaving of events which Ital-

ian history presents with that of other nations in

modern epochs, to throw light by opportune digres-

sions upon the principal parts of European history .

And, to give an example which may serve as a guide

in respect to the method to be followed in these

historic excursions, an opportune occasion will be

given to the teacher to treat a picture of the relig-

ious reformation from his discourse on the Italian

Renaissance, which, worked out by us principally

in the field of art, in Germany took instead a spec-

ulative, theological direction, and in this direction

was found the intrinsic genesis of the reform, as in

this speculation was its animus. And the teacher ,

in running over the leading facts of the great event,

will omit the exposition of any judgment upon its

dogmatic or theologic part, both in order not to

trouble the religious conscience of his pupils and

still more to hold all their attention fixed upon the

great end of the reform, which is , as is well known,

the consecration of the principles of freedom of con

science and free examination.

E. D. C.

THE POSITION OF MR. JOHN FISKE.

A friend asks us to " explain how Mr. John

Fiske can call himself a theist, when, as in the

passages you recently quoted from his writings,

he rejects the belief in a Being back of phe-

nomena who possesses intelligence and will."

From another letter, this passage is taken: "I

am surprised at the reported sayings of Mr. John

Fiske. I remember that, two or three years ago,

he lectured in Princeton at the gatherings of the

Unitarians. It was then reported that he 'han-

dled the materialists without gloves,' or words to

that effect; and, at the Concord School last sum-

mer, he was reported as'giving it' to the agnostics.

I do not rely on mere newspaper reports ; but,

making all allowance, I must say I do not under-

stand Mr. Fiske's position. I have thought him,

at least, agnostic; but Imay be mistaken."

Mr. Fiske claims, in his Cosmic Philosophy, that

the purification and refinement of theism consists

in a continuous process of " deanthropomorphiza-

tion," in which are discarded one after another

the humanqualities with which man has invested

Deity. But theism, if we mistake not, commenced

by ascribing natural phenomenato personality and

intelligence, and has always recognized them as

the essential attributes of Deity. When these

attributes are discarded, the very basis of theism

is abandoned. When Mr. Fiske purifies and re;

fines theism by totally abolishing every anthropo-

morphic element and limits himself to the postu-

lation of an Ultimate Reality, self-existent and

eternal, of which all phenomena as presented in

consciousness are manifestations, but which we

can only know through the manifestations, he

excludes that which is fundamental in the con-

ception and theory of a Deity, and affirms that

only which maybe and is affirmed equally by the

theist, pantheist, and the atheist.

Mr. Fiske says that " to represent the Deity as

intelligent is to surround Deity with an environ-

ment, and thus todestroy its infinity and its self-

existence." (Cosmic Philosophy, vol. ii., p. 395.)

"It is not the intelligence which has made the

environment,but it is the environment which has

molded the intelligence " (p. 402).

" If there exist a personal Creatorof the universe

who is infinitely intelligent and powerful, he can-

not be infinitely good; and if, on the other hand,

he be infinite in goodness,thenhe mustbe lament-

ably finite in power or in intelligence " (Ibid.,

p. 495) .

" With Mr. Mill, therefore, ' I will call no being

good, who is not what I mean when I apply that

epithet to my fellow-creatures.' And, going a step

further, I will add that it is impossible to call that

being good, who, existing prior to the phenomenal

universe and creating it out of the plenitude of

infinite power and foreknowledge, endowed it with

such properties that its material and moral devel-

opmentmust inevitably be attended by the misery

of untold millions of sentient creatures for whose

existence their Creator is ultimately responsible.

In short, there can be no hypothesis of a moral

government of the world which does not implicitly

assert an immoral government. As soon as we

seek to go beyond the process of evolution dis-

closed by science, and posit an external agency

which is in the slightest degree anthropomorphic,

we are obliged either to supplement and limit

this agency by a second one that is diabolic or

else to include elements of diabolism in the char-

acter of the first agency itself " (Ibid., p. 408) .

"Personality and infinity are terms expressive

of ideas which are mutually incompatible. The

pseud-idea ' infinite person ' is neither more nor

less unthinkable than the pseud-idea ' circular

triangle.' As Spinoza somewhere says, ' Determi-

natio negatio est,'-to define God is to deny him;

and, such being the case, what can be more irra-

tional than to insist upon thought and volition,

phenomena only known to exist within quite nar-

row limitations, as the very nature and essence of

the Infinite Deity" (Ibid., pp. 408, 409).

How evident that Mr. Fiske's "Divine Power,"

as he sometimes characterizes the "Unknowable,"

without goodness, without personality, without in



THE INDEX OCTOBER 2 1884
161

0

:

L

ta

+

d

d

e

1

telligence, does not correspond with what the peo-

ple or thinkers generallymeanby the word "God" !

Anticipating criticism, Mr. Fiske says it will

"be asserted, with vehemence, that, in place of a

father whom men can love and venerate, we are

giving them amere philosophical formula, calling

for no warmer feeling than calm, intellectual

assent. Granting that our doctrine is philosoph-

ically the reverse of atheism, it will be urged that

here extremes meet, and that an infinite and there-

fore unknowable God is practically equivalent to

noGod at all" (pp. 468, 469).

In reply to this criticism, Mr. Fiske reminds his

readers that "the early Christians were called Athe-

ists by their pagan adversaries" ; that "as we pro-

ceed to take away, one by one, the attributes which

limit Deityandenable it to be classified, we seem,

no doubt, to be destroying it altogether"; yet "the

symbolization of Deity indicated by the profound-

est scientific analysis of to-day is as practically

real as the symbolization which has resulted from

the attempts of antiquitytoperform such an analy-

sis, and is in every way more satisfactory alike to

head andheart" (p. 469).

This reply cannot be satisfactory either to the

careful thinker or the religious devotee. There

was no logical or verbal propriety in calling the

early Christians atheists, because they recognized

in God that which is the very essence of theism,

personality and intelligence, and the contemplation

ofwhich as the cause of phenomenawas thebe

ginning of theism; but the stripping of Deity of

these qualities as is required, in the terminal

phase of Mr. Fiske's process of "deanthropomor-

phization," does not simply purify and refine the

conception of Deity : it divests it of its essential

nature. It is not true, therefore, that Mr. Fiske's

theism "is philosophically the reverse of athe-

ism." It is, on the contrary, in every important

respect identical with what is regarded as Atheism,

the belief in the eternal self-existence of an ulti-

mate reality, whether it be the universe or that

from which the universe has proceeded,-accom

panied with disbelief that this Ultimate Reality is

aBeing possessing intelligence, will, and purpose.

Prof. Huxley, who says: "Some twenty years

ago or more, I invented the word 'agnostic, ' to

denote people who, like myself, confess themselves

to be hopelessly ignorant concerning a variety of

matters about which metaphysicians and theolo-

gians, both orthodox and heterodox, dogmatize

with the utmost confidence," adds, "Agnosticism

simply says that we know nothing of whatmay be

beyond phenomena." According to this definition,

Mr. Fiske's position, as defined and explained in

all his philosophical writings, is that of an ag-

betweenhis own system and the one he vigorously| great difficulties of the existing situation there is

assails, much to the satisfaction of the adherents

of theology, there may be no difference whatever

in which those adherents can feel any interest.

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

EDITORIAL NOTES .

BY B. F. U.

MISS LILIAN WHITING, in a notice in the Boston

Evening Traveller of the late Miss M. A. Hardaker,

with whom she was well acquainted, but from

whom she differed on many subjects, says : "While

Miss Hardaker was intellectually aggressive, some-

times to almost an extreme point, she was always
honest and sincere. Her limitations were less of

intention than the result of temperament ; and her

inflexible honesty and uprightness of purpose and

kindness of heart are qualities that will remain in

pleasant remembrance."

THE papers state that a religious sect has lately

beendiscovered in the Crimea, which sincerely and

earnestly declares its intention "to be to kill all

whodo not accept its doctrines." The sect in the

Crimea is not the first one that has had this "in-

tention." A number of sects have worked the

idea with considerable success for a while ; and

some of them that can no longer kill heretics and

heathens, still persist indeclaring that all who do

not accept their doctrines God will not merely kill,

but torment forever in hell.

ACCORDING to the Catholic Review, the number

of Protestants in France is 580,000. Of these,

350.000 belong to the Reformed Church and

50,000 follow the Confession of Augsburg, while

150,000 "form part of the free churches, Inde-

pendents, Baptists, Methodists, Evangelicals, et

hoc genus omne." The same authority says, "Ac-

cording to the last official census of creeds, the

number of Catholics in France is 35,387,703 ; that

is to say, for every Protestant there are 61 Catho

lics ." Our esteemed contemporary does not state

what proportion of those put down as Catholics

when the last official census was taken are in fact

free thinkers.

A FRIEND of the New York Tribune writes :

"Your correspondent, Mr. Samuel W. Langley, in

his note upon 'The Presidential Election,' pub-

lished last week, says, 'While I am a constant

reader and generally an admirer of the New York

Tribune, I do not agree with it when it charges

that " The Index is justly the object of the distrust

of all moral and conservative citizens," and that "it

nostic, in common, in this respect, with the posi. speaks withwanton profaneness and disrespect of
tion of Spencer, Huxley, Tyndall, and other ac-

knowledged agnostic writers.

Mr. Fiske is not a materialist, and his criticism

of materialism as a philosophic system is entirely

consistent. But it should be said that he restricts

the word "materialism" to "certain abstract theo-

rems ofmetaphysics" that are really obsolete among

great thinkers. The materialism he "handles

without gloves," a crude theory, which ignores

theprinciple of the relativityof knowledge, is in-

deed held by no one, so far as we know, who is

acquainted with modern philosophic thought. It

is not, therefore, to be confounded with the so-

called "Scientific Materialism" of Tyndall. Mr.
Fiske holds that both mind and matter are phe-

nomenal, andtwo different aspects of an Ultimate

Reality, the absolute natureofwhich is inscrutable.

The majoritywho hear aman criticise materi-

alism, knowing nothing about fine philosophical

distinctions, infer that hemust be defending their
belief in God and immortality, when, in fact,

the people's most holy religion and of the clergy."

The Tribune in its partisan zeal has done The

Index injustice.' Mr. Langley will find that the

Tribune never made this charge. It put it into

the mouth of others in one of its mock-heroic

articles, but Mr. Langley may be quite sure that it

does not share the opinion."

Inmentioning the presence of King Humbert at

Naples during the virulence of the cholera in that

city, as a cause of unpleasant comparisons by the
Italians between his course and that of the Pope,

who remains inhis luxurious palace isolated from
pestilence and scenes of suffering, the Nation

observes : "The difficulty the Pope has tocontend
with in going about is that it exposes him to in-

sults from persons whodo not believe in him; and

this to good Catholics is something too shocking

to be thought of. If he were to start out as a

philanthropist,however, Naples would be a good

placeto begin; for in no other part of Italy are
the people so faithful to the Church. One of the

the difficulty of getting the people to resort to any

better mode of defence against the plague than

religious processions in the streets and offerings at

the shrine of saints."

SAYS the Radical Review : "A few weeks ago,

we reported on the case of Emile Francois, who

had been imprisoned four years in the Texas pen-

itentiary on the charge of miscegenation, andwho

now, on obtaining his liberty,was about to bring

suit against the State of Texas for illegal impris-

onment. At the close of the paragraph, we ex-

pressed oursurprise and indignation that anybody

should suffer imprisonment on so flimsy a charge.

With that bait thrown out, we caught a fish whose

specieswe have considered long extinct ; for one
of our subscribers wrote thus to us : 'Your last

issue says, "Is it not almost incredible that a white

man should suffer imprisonment in any of the

States for marrying a negress?" No man ever did.

Onlysome long-haired radical who would not hesi-

tate to cross with the monkey to carry out his

drivelling theories. Stop the Radical Review.' A

curious specimen this, that in some miraculous

wayhas come up to our time from the very begin-

ning of the Devonian age,-long, long ago."

In the same discourse referred to in another

paragraph, Mr. Applebee says : "It is a crime

against the government of America to smuggle an

English edition of the Bible into this country

withoutpaying duty on it ; but, I think, the strict-

est protectionist would hesitate to characterize

such an act a sin. I am rather inclined to think

the sin would rather consist in not smuggling the

Bible or any other useful book in, if one could

get the chance of doing it." On the contrary, a

man, whether he be a protectionist or a free trader,

with correct ideas of a citizen's duties and obliga-

tions to the government under which he lives and to

which is due his allegiance, would not, it seems to

us, hesitate amoment to characterize as a sin the

act of a man who should "smuggle an English

edition of the Bible into this country without pay-

ing duty on it." In importing books, the obliga-

tion of the citizen to the government is the same,

whether they be the works of Darwin, Dean Stan-

ley, Spurgeon, or the Scriptures. An attempt to

gainan advantage over other importers and deal-

ers and buyers of books, and to defraud the reve-

nue department of the government by smuggling

foreign publications into the country in violation

of law, is plainly both a crime and asin. If we

think the law is not a wise one, we should, as citi-

zens of a republic, use our influence in favor of its

repeal or reform, and not secretly violate it when

achance is offered by smuggling into thecountry

a book, even though it be a book the assumed

sacredness of which might in the eyes of the

superstitious divest the act ofcriminality. Bibles

can be bought cheaply in this country; and, if an

English edition is desired, the payment of a few

cents' duty cannot involve in the purchaser any

sacrifice of moral principle. The claim that there

is no sin in smuggling books into the country, but

that "the sin would consist in not smuggling the

Bible or any other useful book in, if one could

get the chance of doing it," implies the right and

the duty of secretly violating any law with which

we may notbe satisfied; and the notion carried

out in practice would make laws useless and gov-

ernment impossible. This is a truth which re-

mains unaffected by the fact that men have at

times, under exceptional circumstances, acted

wisely as well as bravely in resisting some out-

rageous law which reduced them to the alterna-

tive of either consciously dishonoring themselves

by violating their highest convictions, or boldly

defying the law and taking the consequences.
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elder that I mystified and alarmed them by bring | from the fair face of nature. Iwas strong again.

ing out everything in the Bible too plainly. I

was advised to be more discreet. It dawned upon

me that it was necessary to take God's word under

wise supervision, to correct its tendency toward

plain-spokenness. The first chill fell on my ardor.

I was yet in my teens, and very crude, but old

enough to feel the inconsistency of becoming a

critic of God's revelation.

When the phantom came once more, I wrestled

with him. I wrestled and prevailed; withdrew

from the Methodist Church, declared my heresy,

affirmed myopposition to slavery, and then found

that the phantom could not crush me. He could

only lameme. That he did. Ihave never quite

recovered from the wrestle with Orthodoxy. The

loss of early loves and friendships, exile to a life

However, soon I had a revelation of my own. of poverty among strangers, the critical years of

There was a settlement of Hicksites-a variety of youth-each hour a lost opportunity-wasted on

Quakers not known in this country through dogmas, are serious injuries, however they may

which I often had to pass. It was a beautiful be mitigated or whatever the compensations. My

settlement, mile after mile of pretty homes, each knowledge has always lacked those years given to

in its smiling field, nowhere a weed or bramble, struggle instead of study, and in various ways the

and everywhere well-dressed negroes working excessive pietism of myearly life has been avenged

along with the farmers. It was in strong con- too sharply; for Iwas brought up half in college

trast with any place I had seen at the South, and half in prayer-meeting. My usual Sunday

almost to be described as an oasis in that poorly through boyhood was Sunday-school, two or three

cultivated region. When I admired, my Method- sermons, and a prayer-meeting to close with ; and

ist people shook their heads, and said: "They are this while during the week Iwas studying Greek

all infidels over there. One of their preachers said and Latin beyond measure. Six days did I labor,

the blood of Christ could no more save men than but on the seventh toiled on a treadmill of ser-

the blood of a bullock." I also found that those vices; and to this day it gives me a keen delight

Hicksites had a bad name among politicians for to see anybody breaking the Sabbath, especially if

something worse they were opposed to slavery. it is with games and amusements. My secret

Those negroes I saw working in their fields were hope concerning these early losses of mine is that

free, they were paid for their labor. Because theymayhave saved some young people from the

the negro could smile there, the fields also smiled. like, young people whose parents may have lis-

From that oasis of freedom I passed again and ❘ tened to me. Ihave a brother who fought bravely

again into the land of bondage, and repassed, and

my eyes were opened to the great wrong of my

native country. As I rode my lonely circuit, I

saw, for the first time, with human recognition,

slaves at their drudgery,-men, women, and chil-

dren, toiling in ignorance and hopelessness, never

knowing in any hour but that husband, wife, or

child might be sold at auction, to be no more seen.

Ihad started out from home to save souls from

damnation : now here were the damned under my

eyes. They were fettered bysome who helped to

Just one-third of a century has passed since I support me ; by those who labored for the salva-

started out to save souls. I had been studying❘tion of souls from God's wrath; by people holding

law; but what had I to do with Blackstone and

Coke, when all around me were souls blindly plung-

in horror the unbelief of Hicksites, who paid

workmen theirwages,had good schools andhappy

Orthodoxy caught fire : it was consumed by a

great cause. The hope of seeing slavery lifted

from the land, and the beauty of that oasis of free

culture spread through my beloved South, rose

within me,filledmy horizon, until the old heaven

of faith was forgotten, Jerusalem receded into

antiquity, the dogmas became dry bones. I had

not consciously rejected the old theology, but it

got outside me.

However, I was not to be rid of the past so

easily. My new cause cast a black shadow. On

my long rounds, ahuge phantom was sure to meet

me with warning that, if I parted with my Or-

thodoxy, it would cost me every friend, every

relative; and, if I added to it disloyalty to slavery,

the South would banish me, if not worse. This

phantom filled me with fear for some months; and

Iwent about preaching, with an effort to satisfy

my conscience by infusing a little rationalism or

philanthropy into my sermons.

ing into hell ? I laid down my law-books, became | homes, but did not believe in the Trinity. My

aMethodist itinerant at nineteen, mounted ahorse,

andwent forth into the highways and by-ways of

Maryland, warning people of the wrath to come,

and preaching the gospel of salvation by the blood

of Christ. Methodism has been rightly called

"Christianity in earnest." But a thing needs to

be very true, if one takes it terribly to heart. The

theological doctrines of Methodism are substan-

tially those of the Church of England. The ten-

dency in the Church was to shelve them for

Sunday use, to gloze them over, to adapt them to

worldliness, to explain them away. But Method-

ism took them seriously, accepted those dogmas in

all their awful import as the revelation of God.

If they were true, they were tremendous truths ;

they palled the universe with Jehovah's wrath ;

they revealed millions perishing in eternal tor-

ments. For more than a year, I did my part

toward terrifying people; and I can now- see that

dead self of mine, dressed in mourning, going

about certain villages and homes in Maryland,

bearing ablight for all things glad and beautiful.

The smiles of children disappeared as I passed;

the dances of young hearts stopped at my ap-

proach. Flowers must have bloomed there,birds

must have sung there; but I never saw them, never

heard of them, not for a long time. But my

way of pressing every doctrine and everything in

the Bible to a realistic extreme distressed my

hearers. I preached to ten different congrega-

tions, preached every day,and twice or thrice on

Sundays, and some complained to the presiding

Once, after I had met my formidable phantom,

an angel came. It was Emerson, a little book of

his which had found its way into my hands. It

came to me when I was low enough,-sick at

heart, fearful, without health or courage. As the

hart pants after the water-brooks, so had I longed

for this living water, this fountain from the pure

soul of a saviour sent to my own need. That

book I read on horseback. I read it along lanes,

amid forests once darkened with divine wrath, and

now for the first time saw the flowers blooming,

heard the birds sing: the black veil was removed

through a four years' war, and now he will not let

his children kill a mosquito. I suppose I am like

him in myhorror of all that I know can kill the

happiness of youth or that can chill the affec-

tions of life. Others may dislike dogmas because

they are erroneous: I dislike only the dogmas that

freeze hearts against each other. My rejection of

Christianity is not the result of criticism, but

because I know that, as it has steeped the earth

in blood, so this day it can make loving hearts

turn to stone against those to whom they owe love,

if these do not share their dogma. The soul of

theology is hatred, and there is no demon that can

produce so much anguish as hatred. This is my

experience. I have lost many sweet intimacies,

have suffered years of solitude, all because I could

not agree with the metaphysics of preachers who

happened to have in their keeping the consciences

of my early companions. Happily, there are ties

too strong and sacred for eved Jahve to break.

In my Virginian home,love remained, though for

a time draped as for one dead; and one heart even

believed in me, I suspect at the cost of her strict

Orthodoxy. But such inviolable ties are few. As

a rule, it is nearly impossible for a pious soul to

love anybody its God is believed to hate. They

can love the supposed prodigal so long as they

hope for his conversion, and love him through

immoralities ; but, when they find that he will

never believe their doctrines, they deliver him over

to God's wrath with cynical hardness. Of course,

from their point of view, all that is logical and

natural. This life seems to them such a mere

point compared with the ages of eternity that its

happiness is nothing, its human affections little,

compared with the vast future. But already this

earthly happiness seemed to me vast, the joys of

youth wondrous, the blooms of affection divine.

The little Ihad of healthy human pleasures and

social gayeties in early youth has made me rate

them so highly that the pursuit and culture of the

joy and sweetness and humanities of life have

become to me as a religion. It may be that in my

ministry I have not made enough of the stern

duties and sacrifices of life: if so, it is because

love has seemed to me the fulfilling of the law.

Love carries all duties and sacrifices, making its

labors so light that they cease to be sacrifices.
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For a time, I left behind me all the region of

dogmatic discord. I joined the Unitarian body,

andwent to prepare myself for the new ministry
in their Divinity School connected with Harvard

University. There all was congenial study and

liberality. There were struggles going on in some

cities between the old Unitarianism and the new,

but these were at a distance. Here, in the centre

of Unitarian culture, such disputes were known

only as agreeable interchanges of opinion. In

addition to that of our worthy and liberal profes-

sors, I enjoyed the friendship of Emerson, of

Parker, of Longfellow, of Garrison and Phillips,

and other great men. Having declined proffered

paternal assistance in a course disapproved at

home, I was very poor; yet my life at Harvard

University was happy. When I left it to take

charge of the Unitarian church at Washington, I

found that, despite the general liberalism of the

congregation, slavery was still too potent at the

capital to tolerate my anti-slavery discourses; and,

after a few agitated years there, Iwas compelled to

leave. Then I was chosen minister of the Unita-

rian church at Cincinnati, and there had some

happyyears. But, at length, my disbelief of mira-

cles brought on a struggle. The Unitarians who

believed in miracles seemed to hate me more than

the orthodox did when I left them. They also

expected me to be more puritanical in my ways

thanwas possible just after I had risen from the

grave of Methodism into a glad world never seen

before. Although the Cincinnati congregation

stood by me against the opposition, Iforesaw that

Iwould soon have to settle up my accounts with

Unitarianism.

Then the warbroke out, and we threw ourselves

intothe anti-slavery cause; for I now had a helper

at myside. There was a powerful interest which

aimed to secure slavery from the conflagration it

had kindled. Every anti-slavery man and woman

hadto enlist for that moral struggle. Iwas then,

as now, radically opposed to war, but not to wrest-

ing a great compensation from it. The anti-

slavery men did not care in the least about my

theological opinions. While I was editing a paper

in Boston, and writing books, and lecturing, all

against slavery, it seemed to some friends that I

might influence opinion in England which was

going wrong on the subject, Palmerston and Glad-

stone being against us. Itwas thought the Eng-

lish might listen to an anti-slavery Southerner. I

came over, and spoke and wrote a good deal.

While so engaged, I was glad to preach again,

especially as I was invited to a chapel here far

advanced beyond care for Unitarian or other

dogmas.

That chapel is the one in which we meet to-day.

Ibeganpreaching here in September, 1863, so that

it is now just twenty-one years since I became

your minister. The Unitarians of London never

liked us. During those years, Ihave been treated

in a friendly way by some Unitarian societies in

the provinces, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen,

Newcastle, Preston, Bradford, Godalming, Liver-

pool, Nottingham, Huddersfield, Croydon,-but

have received the cold shoulder from the Unita-

rian Association. London being its denomina-

tional centre, our penalties had to be suffered here.

I do not complain of the inhospitable treatment

received from that quarter, for I long ago recog-

nized the compulsory cause of it. I know that

chill theological aura of old: the breath of pious

hatred is just the same, whether it comes from

orthodox or unorthodox people. Unitarianism,
despite the generous hearts it includes, taught

me, as it had taught my teachers in America,

Emerson and Parker, that, wherever even
the

ghost of a shibboleth is retained, the old intoler-

ance and unkindness will be preserved in it. If

the Christian name be the only shred of a creed

left, thenmenwillsay allmanner of things against

you for Christ's sake, if you do not agree to that

shred.

Freedom of thought had gradually taken the

place in my religion which freedom of the slave

occupied before it was secured. Freedom of

thought does not mean that man can think and

speak his honest thought without physical harm.

It means that his thought and speech can be free

without bringing upon him ill-will, unkindness,

alienation of what is necessary to his or her happi-

ness. It means that every honest thinker shall be

the reverse of discouraged, shall be encouraged.

The leading Unitarians showed me that, whatever

might be the case with individuals, no organiza-

tion bearing the Christian name could treat gener-

ously a man who did not accept that name. They

might do it, if he were very far off, or after he was

dead, but not while he was living and preaching

among them. A few years ago, the Unitarian

body authorized the circulation of Theodore Par-

ker's works. But, when I settled here, my views

were not more heretical than Theodore Parker's.

If I have gone farther, it may be partly due to the

instructive illiberality with which they treated me

for holding views they now circulate.

Well, these are old scores, and I gladly leave

them. I was still hoping for a faith which would

work by love, and next looked to Theism for it.

Francis William Newman, one of the best men

living, had shown that Theism naturally associated

itself with high ideas of justice and equality;

Miss Cobbe, that it harmonized with profound

religious sensibility. I saw Theism grow into a

promising movement; but I have seen its decline,

and we now hear little of it. This, as I think, is

not because Atheism has superseded it, but be-

cause Theism aspired to make itself a finality,-

because it could not take by the hand with cordi-

ality any one who had doubts concerning divine

personality, however religious those doubts, how-

ever earnest his spirit. But no deity can stand

being made a fetter on minds that have thrown off

every other fetter. A deity for whom belief is

exacted as the test of friendship is by that spirit

proved a fiction. A Theist who dislikes an Athe-

ist because he is an Atheist shows that his Theism

doesn't bear as fine fruit as Atheism, that is, if

the Atheismbehumane and magnanimous. Doc-

trines can easily be put into plausible words, but.

by their fruits they are really known. Theism

bore fewfruits of any kind after it became a quasi-

organized movement, and those fruits were every

year more sour.

It became plainer to me by that movement that

the virus of theology lurked even in Theism. It

seemed to think that what people believe or say

about God is of immense importance to God. The

important point was whether such belief could

enlarge the heart, ennoble the spirit, increase the

happiness of man. That it did not prove or at-

tempt to prove. Consequently, it appeared that

Theism was but a modified belief in the same

olddeity that had been the source of superstition

and intolerance : the advance of knowledge had

taken away his thunderbolts, andthen taken away

the keys of heaven which followed them; but his

egotism survived, and his theologic spirit; and if,

for not believing and worshipping him, he no

longer burnt men or locked them out of heaven,

he was still prepared to lock them out of theistic

hearts, and sit silent while they were deprived of

their freedom and their rights .

is a newly discovered and as yet unexplored con-

tinent, but so was America a little while ago.

They who, like Plymouth Pilgrims, have settled

in the winter time on its rocky verge, know little

as yet of its prairies, savannahs, and eldorados ;

but they already see that it is to be the next great

home of human hearts and thoughts." But, even

then, I remembered that other hopes as large had

beendisappointed, and on the next page Iwrote :

"That which passes, passes because it is no

longer necessary. The traditional creed passes

with the need which formed it. Every fossil in

the earth tells its story. It is not necessary. Men

are virtuous without it. It no longer implies self-

denial or any divine passion to believe it. The

cross has become golden, and may be coined into

money. The virtues it once implied gather with

the free thinkers and reformers who will not bow

to it. The impulse which separates them from

Christendom is the centre of a new creation.

What that new creation will be we can, indeed,

only imagine; but we know that the spirit which

built Christianity when Judaism fell, which built

Protestantism when Romanism crumbled, cannot

be crushed under the ruins of any temple."

Here rise together from an old phase of faith

the hope that Theism is to be the next great home

of the human spirit, and a contemplation of the

possibility that it may not prove so, but that a

farther shore may appear. To-day, I am bound to

say that it is not the hope, but the misgiving that

has proved true. For what has happened since ?

Theism means belief in God; and, since then, the

name of God has been legally and politically de-

fined. The nation has been authoritatively given

to know what God means. It means a proud

monarch, for not believing inwhom a parent must

be deprived of a child, men must be dragged from

their families and shut up in gaol, members of

Parliament must be deprived of their seats and

constituencies dishonored, and ladies refused ad-

mission into seats of learning. No: Theism can-

not stand that. No religion can inherit the future

which does not bear in it the highest and holiest

spirit of our time,-its freedom, its justice, its

science, its humanity. The name of God has been

of late so degraded, it has been so adduced to

label public meanness and wrong, that it can never

be utilized for any organization that shall repre-

sent the supreme ideal and aim of a free and civ-

ilized people.

This, you will observe, does not determine any-

thing with regard to the divine existence. It only

determines that the conception of a deity repre-

sented in our laws, creeds, customs, is certainly

false. The popular notion of a deity is derived

from the laws and theology of our time. Were it

higher, the people would not tolerate the sanction-

ing of injustice with the name of God. Out of

such prevailing notions, Theism cannotdevelop a

noble idea of God, any more than one can carve

a fair statue out of mud. They who individually

have a pure and high conception of divine exist-

ence can best promote it for the present by clear-

ing out off laws and institutions the current false

and mean ideas of a deity, as one jealous of what

people believe about him, angry at being ridiculed.

Agod who can be insulted is no god at all. A

godwho canbe blasphemed is nogod at all. Peo-

ple who believe their God can be blasphemed, peo-

plewho suppose God cares whether men believe in

him or not,people who themselves think a Theist

morally better than an Atheist, are one and all be-

lieving in an idol that has no more existence than

Pluto. So long as this is the kind of god estab-

lished in the forms of Church and State, an exactFourteen years ago I had hope in Theism. I

then wrote in my book, The Earthward Pilgrimage : | thinker, who wishes to be understood, will not

"Simple Theism has but few churches now : it proclaim himself a Theist. No doubt it was for
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this reason that the greatest thinkers of the coun-

try, even some who, in a sense of their own, do

believe in aGod, would not adopt Theism ; and no

new church could be worth anything that did not

draw to itself the unchurched thought and science

of the country, as the Salvation Army draws its

ignorant enthusiasm.

Emerson. Amid all this love and enthusiasm,

Emerson felt that he was not worthy to tie the

shoes of the feet for whose appearance on the

mountains he was looking. At length, to his lov-

ers also, he is becoming a forerunner, a voice that

cried in a wilderness since grown populous. There

is fair reason to believe that the next world-

prophet will be born in America, and the home of

all races be the cradle of a universal religion.

The majority of people say there can be no

religion without definite belief in a personal God.

The majority, as usual, is wrong. The Confucian

religion has no God, Buddhism-the greatest relig-

ion in the world-has no God. The notion that a

personal God is necessary to religion grows from

the same root as that other superstition, that God

needs something at men's hands,-an ignorant no-

tion, as Paul said, at which aGod of the universe | experience then led to the conviction that England

could only wink. Why does any one demand a

personalGod? To influence him by prayer ? He

would be noGod, if he did not always do the very

best without prompting. To praise him? He

would be no God, if he desired praise. Or is a

personal God needed that we may believe in a pur-

Ioncehad the hope that the free and humani-

tarian Church might be organized in London,-

great London, metropolis of culture, science, and

civilized power. You will remember that Con-

gress of Liberal Thinkers which sat in this build-

ing some years ago, animated by that hope. My

is destined to achieve a different task and fulfil

another ideal altogether. The past is so strong in

the Old World, its institutions are so established,

that free thought is largely absorbed in mere

rebellion, denial, criticism, and free religion nat-

urally runs to individualism. We of this South

pose running through evil and sorrow and work-| Place Society have tried to be hospitable to all

ing to good ends? He would be noGod who can-

not secure good ends without badmeans. Aman

mayhave to afflict in order to benefit,because he

is finite; but not an infinite and good power. Re-

ligion cannot be detached from moral perfection,

and therefore it must be detached from the idea of

anomnipotent personality. Nature does notdeclare

amorally perfect creator. The very object of relig-

ion is to subdue the hardness and redress the evils

of nature, which it cannot do while praising the

creator of those evils. The believer in a God of

revelation does not improve the case,but makes it

worse. For the revealedGod has all the faults of

nature: he is wrathful, vindictive, proud; and it

is absurd for religion to try to subdue pride and

revenge in a man while worshipping the same in

Jahvé. Our excellent friends, the Positivists, have

not got out of this vicious circle by deifying (as

some of them do) humanity: their brave testi-

monies against war and every wrong are inconsist-

ent with the worship of humanity, whose igno-

rance and brutality cause the wars and the

wrongs.

Nevertheless, Positivism at least looks in the

right direction. Not the mass of humanity, but

the excellence of humanity; not the vast preda-

tory multitude,but the best that is in each, the

supreme virtue and wisdom and beauty potential

in all,flowering in the sages and saviours of the

race,-raise in man the sentiment of religion and

direct its aim. For this reason, the religions de-

voted to invisible gods-theistic religions-have

always passed away, or else merged themselves in

devotion to human personalities, such as Buddha,

Jesus, Mohammed, Wesley. Theism is a phase of

transition. It is a withdrawal of confidence from

the established divinity, the purification of the

human mind, as Emerson called it; but religion

will develop a new practical and actual incarna-

tion of its spirit in movements corresponding to

those which in the far past bear imposing individ-

ual names. Buddha, Zoroaster, Christ, were men,

butmuch more were they the figure-heads of great

movements, movements of human religion detach-

ing itself from obsolete and obstructive forms.

The influence of Goethe, of Comte, of Carlyle, and

of Emerson in their several countries shows that

in our own democratic age great menmaybe iden-

tified with vast movements of thought, especially'

in cultured communities. In New England, when

Christianity surrendered to slavery, Christ has-

tened to deliver up his place to Emerson, who took

the lowly negro under the wing of his genius,

and, for a generation, no religious and emanci-

pated youth in America loved Christ as he loved

began,-kept to our prayers and to some kind of

theology,-we might have carried with us some

worthy people whom we have contributed to other

societies. We have not, in this sense, spent up to

our income, and sowe have grown steadily. But

I have had to make severe demands upon this

society in the interests of truth, as Iconceived it ;

and it has always responded bravely at whatever

cost to popularity or to size. These demands have

always been painful to me. Some of the ache

of the old wound of parting with Methodism

returned so often as I have had to affirm here

some fresh conviction that might bring into doubt

ahope or a sentiment of my trustful friends, or

even drive some from us in our weaker days.

But, now thatwe look back upon it all, it appears

to me that we may claim the success of having

shown the entire truthfulness of the principle on

which this society was founded. We have proved

that religious life and growth and fruit are not

dependent on any creed or any theology. We have

proved that a religious society-an influential

church-can exist, can co-operate, can flourish in

absolute freedom, without insisting on doctrines

deemed fundamental even by many Liberals, and

without the prestige of the Christian name.

That is our success, and it is an essentially

religious success. People may attribute it to one

thing or another. One eminent preacher said

that you filled thisplace because I talked chiefly

of politics. I suspect the very little I have ever

said about politics was just what you would rather

have spared. Another person once reported that

you came here to listen to popular songs. The

liberal movements : leaders of Secularism, Posi-

tivism, Theism, Christian Unitarianism, Brahmo-

ism, Hinduism, have preached and spoken here

with perfect freedom. We have seen that they

cannot combine. They have as little dealings

with each other as the Jews and Samaritans .

Their respective organizations are circles of in-

dividualism. They are held together in their

places as if caught in eddies, where they must go

round and round, and never mingle in one great

flood. And why? The bed of the flood is al-

ready occupied. It is filled by a national Church, ❘ explanations of our admitted vitality and pros-

whose learning, resources, and social strength are

such that it would overpower and carry away any

large rival organization. The Church is more

liberal than Unitarianism (so I have found it),

more independent than the Independents, more

active than Wesleyanism. It takes the wind out

of their sails. They are steadily reduced in social

influence and intellectual power. The Church has

already a secularist bishop and a rationalist

bishop, and some Unitarian clergymen ; and the

liberal religious teachers who hold out against

its absorbing power will always be the thinkers

of strong individuality, and the workers they can

draw to their side.

These groups, representing religious Individual-

ism, appear to me of paramount importance.

Each has grown where humanity needs an organ.

I would say this even of living sects farthest re-

moved from my own beliefs. There are enough

of them. England, as a geologist might figure, is

avast formation of fossil sects and superstitions ;

but their successors survive. Amid the cemetery

of their dead ancestral sects move this day nearly

one hundred and fifty different denominations.

Each is declaring some necessary fact or truth,

whether it be with articulate voice or as stones

cry out where priests hold their peace. These

sects and societies are in one sense scattered frag-

ments; in another, they form avast aggregate of

human sentiment and force. They form together

a huge, incongruous Argus, whose hundred and

fifty sharp eyes watch the Church sleeplessly, and

compel its steady adaptation to the by-ways as

well as the highways of humanity.

As one of these societies of individual thinkers,

bound together by a common love of certain prin-

ciples, but by no admitted identity of opinion,

we may naturally ask ourselves sometimes what

has been our degree of success. In the twenty-one

years inwhich we have worked together, we have

grown at a fair rate as to numbers, but not so

rapidly, because we have aimed at anotherkind of

growth. If we could only have stayed where we

perity have been various; but I have ministered

to many congregations in my life, anddo really

know something about this matter. We have

kept together and grown in harmony and strength

by the development of the religious life,-by

which I mean the cultivation of a love and rev-

erence for what is morally good, for rectitude and

justice, for the high ideal of life and character, for

unselfishness, for the service of mankind. These

things are simple. They require neither genius

nor learning for their discovery; but, by study,

by sympathy, by meditation on them day and

night, these simple principles may become our

delight. They may open depths of feeling and

joy in ourselves. They may raise in us that most

pure passion which idealizes life. Behold these

sisters of mine around me, these good women

who have gathered here from year to year, in

numbers equal to the men. Be sure they would

never come here for politics or for sensational

speaking. Women are religious by instinct, and

they have to train the earliest and tenderest

growths of morality andduty in children. When

men desert the old temples, women will still repair

to them, unless they can find better. And they

are right, for spiritual natures can bloom even

amid ruins where the memories of beautiful souls

still linger. We owe the presence of these women,

the earnestness with which they have furthered

this society, the grace with which they have in-

vested it, to the religious heart that has been

beating here from the time of your fathers; for

Ididbut step in to carry on as well as I could the

work begun here sixty years ago by the orator

whom I followed to the grave, William Johnson .

Fox. I never heard him preach, but knew him,

and believe his power lay even more in his hu

manity than in his eloquence. Little as I could

hope to fill his place where others had failed

or to revive the chapel which seemed about to

close, I felt that it was my natural home. I had

travelled the same path as thatman; had begun

as an orthodox preacher setting out to save men



THE INDEX OCTOBER 2 1884 165

8800

vhaterer

Deac

thodor

o dous

ands

dan

Appea

harg

prope

2

ire

let

ist:

:

from hell, and had found the hell to be slavery,

as he had found it to be cruel corn laws. To
the last, his aim was human salvation ; and a

chapel animatedby that spirit was friendly shelter

for a Methodist itinerant who had parted with
his creed to keep his faith. In 1729, an Oxford

student humorously called the Brothers Wesley

"Methodists, " because theymade all their engage-

ments square with their religious duties. That is

now thename of the largest Church in America.

Method means order adapted to an end. The

bones of a body set in a row would be in order.

Combined in a skeleton, they would show method.

Methodism was a system perfectly adapted to

save men from hell, only the particular hell it

dreaded was fictitious. None the less does the

longing to save constitute the vital breath of

religion; and a man is still a Methodist, if he

abandon methods that cannot reach the evils of

his time for others that can reach them.

There is a legend that, on the flight into Egypt,

Marybore her holybabe on her arm so long that

at last her arm failed and fell at her side : where-

upon, another arm, a third, started out from her

shoulder to sustain the child. In my own youth,

parentalpietyplaced inmyarms, also, a holy child.

That charge was called the human soul ; and Iwas

taught that the highest object of life was to save it

fromthe world, the flesh, the devil,-all seeking to

destroy it. I bore it on my Methodist arm until

that gave way. It gave way because I learned

that thehuman soul was not in any such danger.

The child intrusted to me was humanity; and its

destroyer in my region was not Satan, but slavery.

Methodism was helpless against slavery : therefore,

that arm failed, and another grew out. When the

weary anti-slavery struggle ended, I saw that my

holyburdenwas still pursued and endangered by

superstition, by ignorance and fear. I have still

thatbabe inmy arms, and shall try to bear it and

defend it wherever I go.

influence on the sectarian and ecclesiastical world.

Moreandmore will their creeds melt away ; more

and more will they buy oil for their lamps where

you got yours. They will have to retain their

hold onyoung hearts and aspiring minds by larger

measures of liberty and charity, until at last the

old system will break down.

I do not suppose that the Church of England

will be disestablished, because I believe it will be

converted. There are angels hovering around it,

Science, Art, the angel of the world: they are

struggling with its dismal creeds, shaming its

superstitions, and they will humanize it. The

religious freedom of this South Place Society is

one of the good angels of the Church : even some

clergymen have recognized that we are laboring

for their redemption from degrading bonds. And

so, in the ancient language, to this angel of the

Church of England, keeping watch and ward at

South Place, I would write : Leave not your first

love. As you were born of spiritual freedom,

uphold that cause above every spiritual oppression .

Let your light be kept trimmed and burning, that

wanderers in the dark may find here shelter and

sympathy. Be of one mind. Let Christians pause

amid their disputes, and say, See how these unthe-

ological people love one another. Let them see

also how you love them. If they do not love you,

it is because they are afraid they have never been

where you are, and tremble at going into what to

them is the dark. But wehave been where they

are : we have been orthodox, or our relatives and

teachers have been, and we know how much sweet-

ness and charity may abide with Orthodoxy. So

speak your truth with the love that never faileth.

Andlet the angel that has to watch and teach the

Church until it be saved from error be assured

that he can never influence where he does not

understand and where he does not sympathize.

It is easyto show the literal absurdity of dogmas

and superstitions ; not so easy, but much more im-

portant, to study their history, to understand them,

tocomprehendtheir relation to human development

and sentiment. Every superstition is also a poem.

Everydogma is a seed cast from some past flower

of faith. The only useful denial of a traditional

error is to explain it, to discover the truth it dis-

torts, and restore that truth in more than pristine

beauty. Men may meet denial with depial ; but

they will not readily smite the face of Truth, if her

beauty appear and her voice be low. In the course

of my ministry here, which beganwhen I was still

young, I have not always observed these princi-

ples: they have grown out of my experience, they

have been taught me by my faults and failures

and by my little successes ; and I give them to

you with all good hope, with my grateful love, and

with my farewell.

Andyou also, as a society, have the same high

cause, the same holy humanity to bear; and,

though to-day one of your arms is giving way,

another and a stronger will grow in its place. So

long as the spirit that seeks to save men from

every evil remains here, you need not fear who

goes. Love and truth will put forth new arms to

meet new needs. Your heart and your courage

willnot fail. You can hardly expect a great pop-

ular success. That kind of success would most

likely mean failure in your higher aim. In the

political world, in our own time, we have seen

radicalism win a suicidal triumph. The men that

used to maintain every high human cause, and

hold an unsheathed sword of justice over every

government, have now become the government ;

but what have become of the standards they once

bore so bravely ? The cause of woman is tram-

pled, and they are silent ; unrighteous wars are

waged against the weak, and they are silent ;

slavery is sanctioned by English authority in

Soudan, on this jubilee year of emancipation,

and they are silent ; honest men are denied their

rights, are thrown into prison for their opinions,

and they are silent. That is a fatal kind of suc-

cess, and I trust that religious radicalism will

never achieve it.. It had been a happier triumph

for the political reformers to preserve their inde-

pendence and direct the government from without.

I cannot but regard a free religious society as the

salt of popular religion. It can only preserve its

savor by independence. So long as you can show

that love of humanity, of human virtues, and re-

ligious earnestness, and remain independent of

dogmas; so long as you can show moral en-

thusiasm and religious culture increased by sepa-

ration from creeds, you will exert a powerful questions seems to me decidedly unpractical. You

CORRESPONDENCE.

WHY NOT SUPPORT GEN . BUTLER ?

Editors of The Index :-

When, after Cleveland's nomination, The Index no-

ticed him by saying he was a fit representative of the.

better elements in his party (or words to that effect),

itwas only the consciousness of my inability to ex

press properly my thoughts that kept me from writ-

ing. Now, when my favorite paper comes out, and in

truthful and fitting words tells us how utterly un-

worthy two of the candidates are, I am compelled to

write, whether you print what I write or not. I like

The Index, its aims and objects, the fairness with

which it usually treats questions, and the ability of

its writers.

As far as doing a work toward enlightening the

mind and uplifting religious thought, I heartily agree

with your method. But your treatment of political

admit the lack of principle inboth platforms, butyou

ignore the fact that there is quite a large third party

that claims the attention of the public.

Ihave often wondered why the fair Index was so

unfair as it seemed to me against Benjamin F. Butler,

while hewas Governor ofyour State. I used to think

that you knew more about him than Idid. Since he

is placed as the most prominent exponent of princi-

ples which are dear to me, principles which must be
adopted if the nation shall not become one of beg-

gars and millionaires, I have tried to find out all I

could in regard to his past life and character. I

have read his speeches, and lately saw him and

heard him speak. I don't believe Butler is a demi-

god. I think there are men with broader and nobler

views of life. He shows the lawyer too much. This

miserable idea of lawyers, that it is their duty to win

any case, leaves its evil effects upon them all, espe-

cially if they are able and successful. Butler goes too

far for the sake of making a point.

But, to me, the question is, "Shall I sit idle, com-

plaining because no party, no candidate, suits my

ideas exactly, or take off my coat and do what I can

to lift some party a little higher?" When it comes

down to the practical work of voting and influenc-

ing voters, work with that party which comes nearest

to what I deem right. From what I can learn of

Butler and the other candidates, he seems to me by

far the best man as regards principles. I think he

represents a party of principles and convictions; and

I cannot understand why Eastern reformers, after

admitting that the other platforms and candidates are

unworthy of support, don't supportGen. Butler.

M. SENN.

LEONARDVILLE, KAN.

[In the paragraph to which our correspondent

refers, reference was made to the services of Mr.

Cleveland as Governor of the State of New York,

which services certainly did secure him through the

influence of the best elements of his own party, and

aninfluential reform element outside of his party, the

nomination for the presidency. Nothing, so far as

we know, had been published respecting his private

life. We agree with Mr. Senn that Gen. Butler is not

ademi-god; butin the Eastthere aremanywhoknow

himwell, and regard him as a demagogue. A million-

aire whose vast wealth is largely the accumulation of

profits on the labor of men and women in his mills

and quarries, he poses before the workingmen of the

country as their especial champion in resisting the

encroachments of capitalists whom he denounces.

Without piety, he pandered, while Governor of this

State, to the orthodox element as no other Governor

of Massachusetts ever had. A defender of slavery

when, in the North, a man's position on this subject

was a test of his discernment and moral principle

and sensibility, he now talks about his sympathy

with the poor and the oppressed, and his always con-

tending for liberty, equality, and justice. Smart he

undoubtedly is; but he lacks steadfast devotion to

principle and moral stability, as well as mental bal-

ance, dignity of character, and other qualities very

important in apublic man.-B. F. U.]

AGNOSTIC CREEDS.

Editors of The Index:-

Iwrite a fewwords to correct a grave misapprehen-

sion, which is quite current, even in high places. It is

often asserted that persons who do not know can

have no creed, positive or otherwise. Now, this is an

error which should not pass unchallenged. In a very

able and interesting essay which appeared in The

Index last year, entitled "The Creeds of Agnosti-

cism," the different beliefs formulated by agnostics

were there handled in a most trenchant and destruc-

tive manner. But it was objected that the writer

of that article has made a mistake in speaking of

"creeds" of persons who neither assert nordeny.

These remarks have come to mind on account of

the recent controversy between Mr. Harrison and

Herbert Spencer, in which this very point not only

was not questioned,but assumed on all sides. It was

taken for granted by both that persons who do not

know, so to speak, do hold some well-defined and

distinct creeds . Mr. Harrison asked, "Has then the

agnostic a positive creed ?" and answered in the

affirmative. He spoke in other places of the creeds

of agnosticism being formulated by Mr. Spencer

anew. It maybe that the "don't know" of the mod-

ern agnostic hall can be set against the ancient in-
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scription over the Greek temple,-"Know Thyself."

Indeed, it is difficult to see how any one can main-

tain that agnosticism has not its creeds like other

"isms," although its followers may neither assert nor

deny.

BOOK NOTICES.

A. H. R.

REFORMS: Their Difficulties and Possibilities. By the

author of Conflict in Nature and Life. New York:

D. Appleton & Co. Price $1.00.

This book is supplementary to the larger work

mentioned above, published last year, which was an

elucidation of the principle that all phenomena are

the result of antagonistic forces, and in which he

shows that the underlying principle which causes

all evolution is not the "persistence of force," but

the"opposition of forces," which, by their reciprocal

interaction and perpetual balances, develop all for-

mations and evolve all life. The following extract

from the Introduction to the present work will give

the reader an idea of the stand-point from which the

author discusses a great variety of questions relating

to life and society: "The system of nature is a bal-

ance of antagonistic forces. This relation of the

forces is a restful equilibrium, but a fluctuating and

compensating one, like that of the wave-rocked sea.

It is an equilibrium of action and reaction which, in

their complicated forms,become great cycles of move-

ment, co-extensive with the entire field of nature and

history." Tracing this principle, which plays so con-

spicuous a part in all physical and chemical phe-

nomena, and also in physiology, biology, and the

evolution of species, the same forms of antagonism

are found to pass over into the sphere of mind. "At

the bottom of the mental scale there is reflex action,

and at the top mental action is conception of proper-

ties by contrast,-one feeling antagonizes another.

Themind is itself a system of balances, often fluctu-

ating from one extreme to another; and the will is

forever the theatre of emotional conflict. And all

this antagonism is not incidental and transitory, as

usually supposed, but fundamental and ineradicable.

.. Now, if this antagonism prevails in nature and is

woven into the constitution of man, we should infer

that the society which man forms would embody

antagonistic elements in manifold forms of combina-

tion and interrelation. We should further infer that

every attempt to act on human nature and society

should take an account of this ineradicable antago-

nism in the constitution of things; and the prevailing

form in which this antagonism appears in life is in

the essential coupling of an evil with a good, of a

general evil with every general good. Now, in con-

sequence of this co-operative action of antagonistic

forces, there is no such thing as perfection; and any

attempt to bring about perfect results will fail . All

that canbe done is to effect the greatest possible good

with the least possible evil. But reformers usually

go to work in defiance of this principle. They have

panaceas for every moral disease in the world, and

are bound that every wrong shall be righted and

every evil exterminated, not seeing that, while they

gain on one side, they are almost sure to lose on

the other."
This offers one of the most original and profound

solutions of the great problems of life, mind, and

society that has been attempted; and, in its discus-

sion, the author, in his two books, has embodied a

vast amount of thought and erudition as the result of

wide and close study. In part first of the supple-

ment, the author makes an application of his princi-

ple to the labor question, discussing the relation

between labor and capital through various ramifica-

tions, and considers the question of monopoly and

the various schemes for industrial reform. Part

second deals with financial questions, including cur-

rency, protection, and monopoly, taxation, business

and political centralization, and financial remedies,

and the consideration of a people's platform. Part

third is devoted to miscellaneous reforms, treating

of questions of practical every-day economies; some

phases of education, including the education of

women; thewoman and divorce questions; the tem-

perance question, and various theological, criminal,

and political reforms; and finally considers the vari-

ous issues of the near future. If this principle of the

reciprocal action of counter-tending forces, which the

author applies to so wide a range of matters of the

highest interest, is the true one, its importance in

their discussion cannot be overestimated; but there

is always room for diverse interpretations when a

principle so broad and universal in its sweep is ap-

plied to particular cases of its infinitely complex

ramifications .

THE October Century closes the twenty-eighth vol-

ume of this magazine. Henry Bacon, of the art col-

ony in Paris, writes interestingly of Rosa Bonheur,

whose portrait is engraved, together with several

views of her studio and dwelling and one of her

well-known paintings. Brander Matthews writes a

literary criticism of Austin Dobson, whose portrait,

after a monochrome by Frederick Watts, is the fron-

tispiece of the number. The other illustrated papers

are Dr. Eggleston's article on "Social Conditions in

the Colonies"; Prof. Langley's second paper in his

series on "The New Astronomy" describes in a popu-

lar way "The Surroundings of the Sun," the text

being supplemented with nineteen drawings and dia-

grams; W. J. Stillman concludes the account of his

journey "On the Track of Ulysses." The fiction of

the number embraces a story, " Braxton's New Art,"

by William Henry Bishop ; and "The Price I paid for

a Set of Ruskin," by Grace Denio Litchfield. In

addition are the closing parts of Cable's "Dr. Sevier,"

and of Boysen's novelette, "A Problematic Charac-

ter ." "The Cœur d'Alène Stampede" is a graphic

account by Eugene V. Smalley of the growth and

decline of the recent mining craze. Washington

Gladden contributes a paper to show that the in-

crease of wealth in the world is due to the progress

of Christianity, and suggesting means for its employ-

ment. The department of " Open Letters" contains,

among others, brief papers on "Is Arctic Exploration

Worth its Cost?" by Prof. J. E. Nourse; and "The

Bombardment of Alexandria," by Stone Pasha and

the Commander of the United States steamship

"Galena." In "Topics of the Time" are editorials on

"Battles and Leaders of the Civil War," "Tips and

their Takers," and "The Danger of Delaying Re-

forms" ; and in"Bric-à-Brac" are aphorisms by Uncle

Esek, humorous and society verse, etc.

In the October Atlantic, Dr. Weir Mitchell continues

his excellent story, "In War Time" ; Francis Park-

man writes of the "Battle of Lake George" ; Eliza-

beth Robins Pennell discusses the "Relation of Fairies

to Religion" ; Louise Imogen Guiney praises Leigh

Hunt, whomshe styles "An English Literary Cousin";

BradfordTorrey describes various "Minor Songsters" ;

George Houghton has an article entitled "Washing-

ton and his Companions viewed Face to Face" ; J.

Howard Corbyn furnishes the short story of the num-

ber,"Buckshot: ARecord." The classical article of

the number is by William Shields Liscomb, on "The

Migrations of the Gods"; Margaret Bertha Wright

gives an account of a French "Bourgeois Family";

Charles Forster Smith writes of "Southern Colleges

and Schools"; Edith M. Thomas contributes a charm-

ing short article on "The Solitary Bee" ; an anony-

mous writer, one who wields a practised pen, writes

a second article on "The Lakes of Upper Italy."

There are poems by Oliver Wendell Holmes, Celia

Thaxter, and Augustus M. Lord .

THE Revue de Belgique for August opens with a

minute account of the laws just passed in Belgium,

providing that religion be henceforth taught in the

public schools wherever directed by the majority of

the district or commune; that instruction indrawing,

singing, and the elements of science cease to form a

part of the course; that, in place of the public schools

as thus modified , any district may carry on private

ones, of course under direction of the priests; and

that institutions of this latter sort may be maintained

at public cost, against the vote of the majority of the

district, if they are asked for by twenty fathers of

families . This magazine also contains such adescrip-

tion of the diplomatic relations of Belgium with the

Vatican, during this century, as shows the Church of

Rome tohave hadmuch less tact than is usually sup-

posed.

JEAN ROBIE is unquestionably one of the foremost

living flower painters. His pictures excel in their

fidelity to nature, the warmth and richness of their

coloring, and his subtle rendering of the spirit of the

flower. His roses are unrivalled. Like every artist

of genius, Robie has been very unwilling to permit

the publication of copies of his most cherished works .

It is a matter for just congratulation to Americans

that he has at last accorded this privilege to one of

the most famous art publishers. Mr. Louis Prang

has undertaken to reproduce oneof the artist's mas-

terpieces as a satin print. The picture selected is of

medium size, and includes roses of various kinds,

intermixed with spiræa, and arranged in a deep blue

vase, which contrasts charmingly with a crystal bowl

in the foreground which reflects, as it seems, every

ray of light. The copy is absolutely faithful to the

original, and is the most ambitious publication of the

kind ever attempted.

THE POET.

For The Index .

Child of Passion and of Pain,

Sounding all the scale of being;

Golden link in Nature's chain,

'Twixt the finite and All-seeing.

Hermes-footed,Argus-eyed,

Warden of Elysian portals ;

He to whom the gods confide

Their most precious gifts to mortals.

Sibyl of the mystic book

Syllabled with leaf and flower,

Sounding sea and purling brook,

Star and system, wind and shower.

Dreamer of the dreams that make

Unborn men's philosophies ,

Oracle whose word can shake

Kingdoms to far centuries.

Lordof laughters and of tears,

Owner of all lands in fee

By a title that inheres

Inhis greater gift to see.

Weird enchanter, at whose spell

E'en the dullest ear o'erhears

Strains that ever earthward swell

From the music of the spheres.

Alchemist, within whose brain,

Earth and sea and sky anew

Are transformed and take again

All their pristine virgin hue..

Almoner to what he will-

Flower or field or bird or tree,

Mountain stream or meadow ri11-

Of his immortality.

Hebe's gift is his to dower

With perennial grace and youth,

Andhe shares alone the power,

To stay the hand of change, with Truth.

Humofbee or song of bird,

Winter's blast or breath of May,

He can capture at a word,

And imprison in his lay.

Wherehe goes the heavens bend,

Letting all their secrets through;

Andthe Graces him attend

In aglorious retinue.

Wealth more precious to a land

Are his sayings, manifold,

Than the silks of Samarcand

Or the Indies' mines of gold.

Working up through cycles wide,

Nature finds in him her goal;

Allher forces glorified

Come toflower in his soul!

WALTER R. THOMAS.

CHARLES D. B. MILLS

is ready to make engagements with any who maydesire

for Lectures,during the season from and afterthe 1st of

December next. For list of subjects and terms,

Address CHARLES D. B. MILLS,

SYRACUSE, Ν.Υ.

JAMES KAY APPLEBEE

is open to accept engagements for the delivery of SUNDAY

EVENING LECTURES at towns within reach of Boston by

Sunday afternoon trains. For terms and subjects, address

JAMES KAY APPLEBEE, Boston, Mass.

MRS. EMILY J. F. NEWHALL'S

School for Girls and Young Ladies will reopen

Oct. 1, 1884.

As heretofore, its managementwill be conducted upon

the basis of EDUCATION rather than INSTRUCTION. The

proper use of English will be made an especial feature

of the daily work. Under the direction of John Storer

Cobb, LL.D. , from London University, this branch will

comprise a thorough study of the English language, as

well as Latin and mathematics. The illustrated lectures

upon the great tone-masters, the use of the lantern,

andattendance at the Art Museum, willbe continued.

For catalogue, address No. 91 Newbury Street, Boston; or

apply between 11 and 1, after September 15.
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ADAMS (R. C.). Evolution. A Summary

ofEvidence . $0.25

ADLER(FELIX). Creed andDeed 1.00

AGASSIZ (LOUIS). Methods of Study in

NaturalHistory. Illus.... 1.50

Geological Sketches. First Series. 1.50

Geological Sketches . Second Series..... 1.50 1.50

AJourneyinBrazil. Illus... 5.00

ALGER(W. R.). ACritical History of the

Doctrine ofaFuture Life.... 3.50

Primitive Christianity

Child's Book of Religion.

1.75

For Sunday-
schools and Homes

1.00

a

ber

етет

POPULAR BOOKS

Sent by Mail Postpaid at

PUBLISHERS' PRICES.

ANY BOOK in the subjoined List, or any

other OBTAINABLE BOOK, that may be de-

1.00 HUXLEY (T. H.). Man's Place inNature, 1.25
DEFOE (DANIEL). Robinson Crusoe ....

DICKENS (CHARLES). CompleteWorks.

14 vols.. 10.50

On the Origin of Species.
1.00

LaySermons, Addresses, andReviews... 1.75

More Criticism on Darwin andAdminis-
DRAPER(DR. J. W.). History of the Con-

flictbetweenReligion and Science..... 1.75

The Intellectual Development of Eu-

trative Nihilism.... .50

Critiques andAddresses 1.50

American Addresses 1.25

rope. 2 vols .....
Scientific Memoirs

3.00

3.00

Science and Culture.. 1.50

EMERSON (R. W.). Essays. First Series , 1.50
INGERSOLL (R. G.). The Gods, and

OtherLectures 1.25

Essays . Second Series ..... 1.50

Miscellanies.....
The Ghosts,and Other Lectures 1.25

1.50

RepresentativeMen..
The Mistakes of Moses 1.25

1.50
What must we do tobe saved? .25

English Traits
1.50

Conduct of Life. 1.50 JAMES (HENRY, JR.) . The Portrait of a
Poems

1.50 Lady

MayDay, and Other Pieces .

Society and Solitude.....

Letters and SocialAims.

1.50 JESUS: HIS OPINIONS AND CHARAC-

1.50 TER. The NewTestament Studies of

aLayman..

sired,will be forwardedaspromptlyaspossible, ENNIS (JACOB). The Origin of the Stars,
onreceipt of orders accompanied with the cash.

SPECIAL RATESwill be madewith persons

or libraries desiring any large number of books.

Orders are respectfully solicited from all friends

of THE INDEX.

and the Causes of their Motions and

theirLight

FISKE (JOHN). Myths andMythmakers,
Outlines of Cosmic Philosophy......

TheUnseenWorld, andOther Essays ...

FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHIP IN RE-

LIGION. AVolume of TenEssays,by
D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow,

Samuel Johnson, John Weiss, О. В.

Frothingham, W. J. Potter, F. E.
Abbot, J. W. Chadwick. T. W. Higgin-

son, and Mrs. E. D. Cheney, and ad-

dresses by Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

RobertDale Owen,and others.....

FROTHINGHAM (0. B.). History of

Transcendentalism in New England.

With Portrait of the Author..

The Religion of Humanity

The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of

1.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

6.00

1.50

JEVONS (W. S.). Money and the Mechan-

ismofExchange..

JOHNSON (OLIVER) . Wm. Lloyd Garri-

son andhis Times. With Portrait and

Introduction by J. G. Whittier

JOHNSON (SAMUEL). Oriental Relig-
ions, and their Relation to Universal

Religion:

India

China

LANGE (F. A.). History of Materialism.

3vols...

LECKY (W. E. H.). History of the Rise

and Influence of the Spirit of Ration-

alism in Europe. 2 vols...

History ofEuropean Morals from Augus-

tus toCharlemagne. 2 vols....

2.50 LEWES (G. H.). Biographical History of
Philosophy. 2 vols.....

Physiology of Common Life. 2 vols .....

The Story of Goethe's Life..

Problems of Life and Mind.

2.00

1.50

1.75

POPE'S Essay onMan

PRATT (WM., M.D.). A Physician's Ser-

mon to Young Men..

PROCTOR (R. A. ). Other Worlds than

Ours: ThePlurality of Worlds studied

under the Light of Recent Scientific

Researches . Illus .....

Light Science for LeisureHours. ASe-

ries of Familiar Essays on Scientific

Subjects ...

The Moon: Her Motions, Aspect, Scen-

.50

.25

2.50

1.75

ery, andPhysical Conditions. Illus.. 3.50

The Expanse of Heaven. A Series of

Essays onthe Wonders oftheFirma-

ment

OurPlace among Infinities . ASeries of

Essays contrasting our Little Abode

inSpace andTime with the Infinities

around us . To which are added

Essays on the Jewish Sabbath and

Astrology....

2.00

1.75

QUATREFAGES (A. de). The Natural

2.00
History ofMan..

1.00

TheHuman Species
2.00

RAPHALL (MORRIS J.). History of the

Jews from 420 B. C. E. to the year 70

C. E. 2 vols ... 4.00

5.00

5.00 RIBOT (T. H.). Heredity: A Psychologi-

cal Study on its Phenomena, its Laws,

Its Causes, and its Consequences ...... 2.00

10.50
English Psychology...

1.50

Diseases of Memory.
1.50

4.00
ROMANES (G. J.). Animal Intelligence.. 1.75

The Scientific Evidences of OrganicEvo-

lution .50
3.00

SAVAGE(M. J.). Belief inGod. 1.00

Morals of Evolution
1.00

4.00

Beliefs about Man 1.00

8.00 Talks aboutJesus 1.00

1.50

First Se-

ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN-

MENTS .

Stories from the Lips of the Teacher....
ries. 2 vols.... 6.00

Bellefs about the Bible....

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her

1.00

Riddles 1.00

The Physical Basis of Mind.
1.50 Stories of the Patriarchs

Series....

1.00 Second1.00
300

Bluffton. A Story of To-day .. 1.00

ARNOLD(EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or. The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama,

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

Beliefs of the Unbelievers.

Spiritof the New Faith .

The SafestCreed ....

Knowledge and Faith

The Study of Psychology, its Object,

Scope, and Method...

.25

1.00

1.00 LONGFELLOW'S Poetical Works. 2vols. 7.00 SCHROEDER (DR. KARL). AManual of

1.00

2.00

SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR) . The Theory

of Descent and Darwinism. Illus...... 1.50

1.00
Life of Gerrit Smith

Creedand Conduct
1.00

ARNOLD (MATTHEW). Essays in Criti- The Rising and the Setting Faith 1.00
cism... 2.00 Visions of the Future ... 1.00

Godand theBible 1.50
Life of Theodore Parker. 2.00

LiteratureandDogma 1.50
GeorgeRipley 1.25

BAIN (ALEXANDER). Mental Science:

ACompendium ofPsychology andHis-

2.00 LUBBOCK (SIR JOHN). Origin of Civili-

zation, and the Primitive Condition of

Man

Pre-historic Times, as illustrated byAn-

cient Remains, and the Manners and

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus .. 5.00

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated from the German. Illus... 3.50
5.00

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs .

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley. .50

FULLER (MARGARET) . Women in the

toryof Philosophy 1.50

Nineteenth Century . 1.50

TheEmotions and the Will ... 5.00
Life without and Life within.....

1.50

Moral Science: ACompendium ofEthics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50
AtHomeand Abroad. 1.50

Relations 1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS) . Hereditary Genius

EnglishMen of Science... 1.00
2.00

The Senses and the Intellect 5.00 Inquiries into Human Faculty and its

BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of
Development....

3.00

Life. 2 vols .... 5.00

The Beginnings of Life; or, The Modes

ofOriginofLowerOrganisms. 2vols .

Evolution and the Origin of Life

5.00

GARRISON (WM. LLOYD). Tributes to

at his Funeral. With Heliotype of

Bustby Anne Whitney....
.75

2.00
BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous- erty

ness 1.50

EatingandDrinking 75
Stimulants andNarcotics

OurHome Physician: A Popular Guide

totheArtof Preserving Health and

TreatingDisease... 6.00
lessness.

BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. ANovel of NewYork.. 1.50

BLAINE'S (JAMES G.) Eulogy on James

The Secret of Good Memory

The Secret of a Clear Head...

Common Mind Troubles ..

A. Garfield. With Portrait .
How tomake the Bestof Life.

.50

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-

calWorks. Illustrated 2.50

GRAY (ASA) . Darwiniana : Essays and

Reviews pertaining to Darwinism 2.00

BUCKLE'S (H. T.) History of Civilization

inEngland...
4.00

Essays, with aBiography of the author..

BUECHNER'S ForceandMatter

1.00

3.25

BURNS (ROBERT). Complete Works .... 1.00

CARLETON (WILL). Farm Festivals.

Illus...

The Evolution of Man. 2vols.....

Freedom in Science andTeaching ..
2.00

FarmLegends. Ilus...

Farm Ballads. Illus ..

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits andMaps. 6vols ...

FrenchRevolution. 2 vols .

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols .....

CriticalandMiscellaneous Essays . With

Portrait. 2 vols .....

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With
Portraits. 2vols....

3.50 HARRIS (J. C.). Uncle Remus: His Songs

and Sayings. The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus..... 1.50

4.00

CHADWICK (J. W.). The Bible of To-day, 1.50

The Faith of Reason
1.00

HAWLEY (F. B.) . Capital and Popula-

tion:AStudy of the Economic Effects

of their Relations to each other........ 1.50TheManJesus.
1.00

meanBusiness..

CHANEY (G.L. ). F. Grant& Co.; or, Part-

nerships. A Story for the Boys who

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

Scarlet Letter .

TheHouse of the Seven Gables ..

1.25

Tom. AHome Story.. 1.25
ative First Cause

CHILD(LYDIA MARIA). Aspirations of

theWorld: AChainof Opals . 1.25
Looking toward Sunset.....

HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-

Freedomof the Will

2.50

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

Appendix byWendellPhillips. With
Portrait.

GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6 vols .

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-

1.00

12.00

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2 vols. 4.00

HAECKEL (ERNST). The History of

Creation; or, The Developmentofthe

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes. Illus . 2 vols. 5.00

...

2.00 HALLOWELL (R. P.). The Quaker Inva-

2.00

2.50

sion ofMassachusetts..

5.00

1.00

1.25

HAMILTON'S (SIR WM.) Philosophy..... 2.00

5.00

7.50 HAMMOND (DR. W. A.) . A Treatise on

Diseases of the Nervous System .......

HARDY (ARTHUR S.) . But yetaWoman 1.25

2.50

HELMHOLTZ (H.) . Popular Lectures on

Scientific Subjects . With an Introduc

tionby Prof. Tyndall......
Second Series ..

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment..

Young Folks' History of the United

1.50

CLARK (EDW. H. , M.D.). Sex in Educa-
tion

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus ...

1.25
TheBuilding of aBrain

1.25

CLODD(E.). The Childhoods ofReligions.

Asimple account of the Birth and

Growthof Myths and Legends......... 1.25

COBBE(FRANCES POWER). TheDuties HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

ingPlace

1.75

ofWomen.... Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M.D.). The SacredAnthology, 200

TheEarthward Pilgrimage.......

Idols and Ideals ..

Demonologyand Devil Lore. 2 vols..... 7.00
Emerson atHome andAbroad..

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture, and

OtherEssays.....

The New Chemistry...

1.50

1.50

1.00

2.00

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Completein 16vols... 20.00

DANA (R. H. ). Two Years beforetheMast, 1.50

DARWIN(CHARLES). Origin of Species, 2.00
DescentofMan......

Journal of
Researches .

Emotional
Expression...

Animals andPlants under Domestica-

tion. 2vols .....
Insectivorous Plants

Orchids fertilized by Insects

3.00

2.00

States

Margaret Fuller Ossoli.

The Mystery ofPain

1.25

1.25

.75

2.00

2.00

1.50

4.00

1.50

1.50

1.25

1.00

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus ..

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK (W. H.). Is LifeWorth Living? 1.25

Social Equality.

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Body and Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

ence toMental Disorders ..

1.00

1.50

2.00Physiology of Mind..

BodyandWill: Being an Essay concern-

ingWill in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical, andPathologicalAspects 2.50

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-

lyle....

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON). The

Organs of Speech and their Apulica-

tion in the Formation of Articmate

Sounds....

MILL (JOHN STUART) . The Positive

Philosophy ofAuguste Comte.........

Political Economy

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

Liberty, both in one vol.

RepresentativeGovernment...

ThreeEssays on Religion .....

MILLS (C. D. B.). Gems of the Orient....

Buddha and Buddhism..

MUELLER (F. MAX).

Science of Language

Chips froma GermanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II . Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, andCustoms. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, andAn-
tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology, Mythology, etc. Vol . V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol., $2.00;
the set...

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or
Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustrated by the Relig-

ions of India

OORT (DR. H.) and HOOYKAAS (DR. I.).

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study oftheBible. Vol.I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges...

Vol. II . Kings and Prophets

Vol. III . New Testament...

OSWALD (FELIX L., M.D.). Physical

Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature.....

1.00

SCOTT'S Complete PoeticalWorks. Illus. 8.00

SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols .

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women....

SMITH'S Ancient History, from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fall of the Western

Empire. Illus . 3 vols....

15.00

3.50

3.00

1.75 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00

1.50

10.00

2.00

Principles of Biology. 2 vols ......

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols ........ 4.00

Principles of Sociology. 2 vols...... 4.00

Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00

STEWART (S. J.). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatit is and howitGrew.. .25

STICKNEY (ALBERT). A True Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of "Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels , with one hundred beautiful

illustrations
5.00

STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER) . Old-

town Folks . ANew England Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

land Story

2.50 STRAUSS (D. F.). The Old Faith andthe

New...

2.00

2.00

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

owe to each other .

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-
nalism: Derived from Careful Investi-

1.50

2.00

.60

gations covering a Period of Twenty-2.00

1.00

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

of the Christian Religion and the Sig-

nificance of its Rise andDecline..... 1.00

PAINE (THOMAS). Age of Reason.......

Complete Works ...

1.75 PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind
2.25

Physiology for Practical Use ..

HOLLAND (F. M.) . Reign of the Stoics.. 1.25
Stories fromRobert Browning

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing... Paper, 35 cts.; cloth,

1.50

.50

2.00

HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The
Autocrat of the Breakfast Table....... 2.00

The Professor at the Breakfast Table....

The Poet at the Breakfast Table.....

Poems....

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Elsie Venner

HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-

moirandPortrait. 2 vols ..

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.) . The Lady of the

Aroostook

5.00 The Undiscovered Country...

2.00

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a
Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols......

ClimbingPlants

1.75
Fertilization in the Vegetable Kingdom.

2.00

2.00

1.25

2.00

3.50

.50

fiveYears ..

TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

Motion

Fragments of Science.

Light andElectricity..

Lessons in Electricity.

Hours of Exercise in theAlps .

BelfastAddress....

7.00 UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free

Thought

VOGEL (A.). A Practical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ...

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50

Prayers by Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of

Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools and Families. .75 VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

2.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

The Social Lawof Labor.

WEISS (JOHN). Life andCorrespondence

WALKER (PROF. F. A.). Wages

Money.....

Money, Trade, and Industry.

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6
vols. Illus ..

The Immortal Life

Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare

3.00

1.50

1.50 PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART) . The

.75

of Theodore Parker

American Religion

Travels andResearches

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-

Forms ofFlowers .. 2.00
1.50

Completeset,13vols ..

Vegetable Mould,etc...

Powerof
Movement in Plants .

2.00

traits..
1.50

25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays

1.50

1.00

ures
1.00

1.75

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

theReligion and Philosophy of Eman-

uel Swedenborg

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.

With Portraits . 2 vols ....

Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

traits. 3 vols....

Famous Americans of Recent Times ....

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

1.25

tory Liquor Laws
6.00

2.00

4.50

3.50

4.00

1.50

4.00

10.00

1.25

1.50

6.00
4.00

1.50

1.501.50

2.00

DoctorZay

1.50

1.50

PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newlyengravedLikenesses of Sumner.

2vols......

Growth of Language..
1.50

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works, with Portrait 2.00

WILSON (HENRY) . Rise and Fall of the
6.00

Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols ....... 9.00

tions. 2 vols ...

GatesAjar ......

Beyondthe Gates . 1.50

1.25 WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

Chemistry .50

Physics .. .50

8.00 Physical Geography .50

Geology. .50

Physiology .50

Astronomy. .50

Botany .50

Logic..... .50

15.00
Inventional Geometry .50

Piano-forte Playing .50

Political Economy.. .50

NaturalResources ofthe United States. .50

Memoir andPortrait. 2 vols .....

6.00

4.00

2.50

2.50 Universal Progress ... 2.00

1.50 Essays, Moral, Political, Esthetic.. 2.00

2.50
Social Statics..

2.00

Data of Ethics
1.25

1.50
Study of Sociology. 1.50

1.25
Education 1.25:

Lectures on the

2.00
STALLO (J. B. ) . The Concepts and Theo-

ries ofModern Physics.. 1.75
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Sawing Made Easy.
MONARCH LIGHTNINGSAWING MACHINE

SENT ON

30 DAYS'

TEST TRIAL.

Forlogging camps, wood-yards, farmers getting out
stovewood,andall sorts oflog-cutting-it isunrivaled,

tortaboyof 16 cansaw logs fastand
Write

easy. Immense saving of labor andmoney.

forelegantly illustratedcatalogue in 6 brilliant colors,
alsobrilliantly illuminated poster in5 colors. All free,

Agents Wanted. Big money made quickly.

MONARCHMFGCO., (A)206 StateSt., Chicago, Ill

Y ALL ODDS

Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL'S

Great Letter to Indianapolis Clergymen,

W. H. LAMASTER'S

Lecture on the " God of the Bible,"

and Col. Ingersoll's Lecture on Talmage,

with wood-cut engravings of Col. Ingersoll

and W. H. Lamaster, in pamphlet form,

magazine size, will be ready for delivery on

or about the first day of November, 1884.

The Letter of Col. Ingersoll is in answer to

eight questions propounded to him by lead-

ing clergymen of Indianapolis, and is one

ofthe greatest literary productions of that

world-renowned man. The Lecture of W. H.

Lamaster we are willing for the impartial

readers to judge of its merits. Please send

in your orders immediately, and say that
you saw this advertisement in The Index.

Price 50 cts. , postage free; ten copies and

over, 40 cts. acopy. Liberal inducements

WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS
The 32d School Year of this Family and

Day School for Boys and Girls will begin

Sept. 17, 1884. For catalogue address

NATH'L T. ALLEN, West Newton, Mass.

J. HART & CO.,

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa.

INVESTORS
should confer with the

WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO. ,
LAWRENCE, KANSAS.

FirstMortgage Real Estate Loans paid

in New York. Absolute Satisfaction

GUARANTEED. For reliability , consult Third

Nat.Bank. N. Y. City, or Nat. Bank, Lawrence, Kan.

Security large. Interest promptly paid.

Send for pamphletwith testimonials, sample forns, etc.

F. M. Perkins, Pres . N.F Hart, L. H. Perkins, Sec.

J. T. Warne. V. Pres . Auditor. C. W.Gillett, Treas

Planet R. MARSTON
Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points in Europe. Agency

for the American Line of Steamers.

THE

offered to agents.W. H. LAMASTER D. Woman Question in Europe.
Address

INDIANAPOLIS, IND.

A Series of Original Essays.

2,0Cornell UnivLibed by THEODORE STANTON, Μ.Α.

OFTHE BEST EQUIPPED PHOTOGRAPHS OF WURNS
RAILROAD IN THE WORLD.

Let it be forever remembered that the

Chicago & North-Western

RAILWAY

is the best and shortest route to and from

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

that it is preferred by all well-posted trav-

ellers when passing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

It also operates the best route and the short

line between

Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapolis,

Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison,

Fort Howard (Green Bay), Wis., Winona,

Owatonna, Mankato, Minn., Cedar Rapids,

Des Moines, Webster City, Algona, Clinton,

Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin, Rock-

ford, III . , are among its eight hundred local

stations on its lines .

Among a few of the numerous points of

superiority enjoyed by the patrons of this
road are its Day Coaches, which are the

finest that human art and ingenuity can

create; its Palatial Sleeping Cars,

which are models of comfort and elegance;

its Palace Drawing Room Cars ,

which are unsurpassed by any; and its

widely celebrated

NORTH -WESTERN DINING CARS,

the like of which are not run by any other

road anywhere. In short, it is asserted that

it is the best equipped road in the

world.

All points of interest North, North-west,

and West of Chicago, business centres,

summer resorts, and noted hunting and

fishing grounds, are accessible by the vari-

ous branches of this road.

It owns and controls over five thousand

miles of road, and has over four hundred

passenger conductors constantly caring for

its millions of patrons.

Ask your ticket agent for tickets via this

route, and take none other. All leading

ticket agents sell them. It costs no more to

travel on this route that gives first-class ac-

commodations than it does to go by the

poorly equipped roads.

Formaps, descriptive circulars, and sum-

mer resort papers, or other information not

obtainable at your local ticket office, write

tothe

GEN'L PASS. AGENT, C. & N.-W. RY

CHICAGO, ILL.

Travels in Faith from
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Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-
called "TwelveGreatPictures ofthe World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI ;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;

Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; AS-

sumption of the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans-
figuration, RAPHAEL ; Sistine Madonna,
RAPHAEL; Holy Night, CORREGGIO ; Aurora,
GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.10; or

any one or more at 20 cts. each (with Cata-

logue whendesired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee, Wis.

Robert G. Ingersoll's Writings.

Only authorized editions .

Vol. I.-THE GODS, and Other
Lectures. Contents: "The Gods,"

"Humboldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individ-

uality," "Heretics and Heresies . " 12mo,

253 pages . Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. II. -THE GHOSTs, and Other

Lectures. Contents: " The Ghosts,"

"The Liberty of Man, Woman, and

Child," "The Declaration of Independ-

ence," "About Farming in Illinois ,"

"The Grant Banquet Toast," "The Past

rises before me like a Dream," "Tribute

to Rev. Alexander Clark," " Tribute to

Ebon C. Ingersoll." 12mo, 243 pages.

Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. III.-SOME MISTAKES OF

MOSES. 12mo, 278 pages . Cloth, $1.25 ;

paper, 50 cents.

Vol. IV .-INGERSOLL ON TAL-

MAGIAN THEOLOGY. (New.)

443 pages. Cloth, gilt top, $2.00; plain

cloth, $1.25; paper 50 cents .

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE

SAVED ? 89 pages, 12mo. Paper, 25

cents.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, A

series of articles on the Christian Relig-

ion, by Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, Judge

JEREMIAH S. BLACK, and Prof. GEORGE

P. FISHER. The only complete and au-

thorized edition. One volume, 8vo, 143

pages. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents .

VINDICATION OF THOMAS

PAINE, from the attacks of the

New York Observer. By ROBERT G.

INGERSOLL. Paper, 25 cents.

Just Published :

Ingersoll's Lectures Complete.
In one superb volume, 1306 pages, octavo,

half calf, gilt, mottled edges. Price, post-

paid, $5.00.Tradition to Reason. ad

By ROBERT C. ADAMS .

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.

THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT :

Its Philosophical Basis ; Its Gen-

eral Aims ; Its Relation to Chris-

tianity, Unitarianism, and Free

Religion.

THREE ADDRESSES BEFORE THE FREE RE-

LIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, BOSTON, MAY 30,

by Messrs. W. M. SALTER, W. L.

SHELDON, and S. B. WESTON.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL

RIGHTS MASS MEETING, held

atLincoln Hall, Washington, D.C.. Octo-

ber22,1883. Containing the speeches of

Hon. FREDERICK DOUGLASS and Col.
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Large size, oc-

tavo. Paper, price 15 cents.

Introd
With an Introduction by FRANCES

MOWER COBBE.

Large Octavo, Cloth Extra, $3.50.

Chapter

CONTENTS.

I. ENGLAND.

I. THE WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE MOVE-

MENT. By Millicent Garrett

Fawcett.

II. THE WOMEN'S EDUCATIONAL

MOVEMENT. By Maria G.

Grey.

III. WOMEN IN MEDICINE. By Fran-

ces E. Hoggan, M.D.

IV. THE INDUSTRIAL MOVEMENT.

By Jessie Boucherett.

V. WOMEN AS PHILANTHROPISTS.

By Henrietta O. Barnett.
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Calm.
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VIII.
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ITALY.

I. A GENERAL REVIEW. By Au-

relia Cimino Folliero de Luna.
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By Dora D'Istria.

SPAIN. By ConcepcionArenal.

PORTUGAL . By Rodrigues de
Freitas.

XII. BELGIUM.
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XIII.
XIV.

By Isala van Diest,

SWITZERLAND. By MarieGoegg.
RUSSIA. By Marie Zebrikoff.

XV. POLAND. By Elise Oresko .

XVI. BOHEMIA. ByEliseKrásnohorska.
XVII. THE ORIENT. By Kalliope A.

Kehaya.

Forsale at THE INDEX office and sent by
mail, prepaid, on receipt of price.

The Success and Failure of Protestantism,

ALecture before the Society for Ethical

Culture of Chicago, by W. M. SALTER.

Price 10 cents. For sale at THE INDEX

office.

THE PROBLEM OF POVERTY.

ALecture delivered before the Society

for Ethical Culture of Chicago. For

sale at THE INDEX office. Price 10 cts.

THE ABSENCE OF DESIGN IN

NATURE. By Prof. H. D. GARRISON.

A Lecture delivered before the Philo-

sophical Society of Chicago. Price 10

cts. For sale at THE INDEX office .

T

HE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

tising public is respectfully solicited for

THE INDEX. Though the paper must not be

held responsible for any statements made

by advertisers, the attempt will be honestly

made to keep the advertising pages in en-

tire harmony with its general character and

principles. To this end, all improper or

blind" advertisements, all quack adver-

tisements, and all advertisements believed

tobe fraudulent or unjust to any one, will
be excluded from these columns.

ADVERTISING RATES .

PROSE - POEMS AND SELEC- For 1 to 12 Insertions,

TIONS from the writings and sayings

of Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Embel-

lished with a steel-engraved portrait of

the author. Beautifully printed on ele-

gant white paper, and in every waySplendidbookfor thecentretable. Price
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IN FRONT OF OUR DINING ROOMS

The Secret of the East ;
OR,

The Origin of the Christian Religion

and the Significance of its

Rise and Decline,

By FELIX L. OSWALD, M.D.

Handsomelybound incloth. Price $1.00.

"The work covers a great amount of crit-

ical andhistorical ground independentlyof
the Buddhistic analogies; it is in fact a vig-

orous, uncompromising outline of Christianhistory, weakness and wicked-

ness mercilessly dragged into daylight....

The case against the Christian Church is a

marvellously strong one. The superstitions

and miseries of mediævalism, the woes,

tortures , burnings, rackings, and brutalities

accomplished in the name of Christianity,
are set in blackest array. The Nature-wor-

ship of the pagan Greeks and Romans is set

in contrast. Nor is Dr. Oswald very gener-

ous in admission of improvement in con-

temporary Christianity. To him, it is a
hurtful supernaturalism, impeding science,

diffusing pessimism, promoting hypocrisy,

and repressing the physical nature. His
book is remarkably well written, brilliantly

concise in style, and, aside from its special

theories, of considerable scientific and his-

toric value."-Boston Evening Transcript.

Sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt ofprice

by the INDEX ASSOCIATION, 44 Boylston

Street, Boston, Mass.

Man---Whence and Whither ?

By RICHARD B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.B.

Price $1.00.

For sale at THE INDEX office.

THE INVESTIGATOR.

Published every week at the PaineMemo-
rial, Appleton Street,Boston, Mass.

Volume Fifty-second.

Price $3.00 per annum; 75 cts. for three

months to trial subscribers.

The INVESTIGATOR, as heretofore or since

its first commencement upward of half a
century ago, is devoted to the welfare, im-
provement, and happiness of men and

women here and now, in this world, the

only world of which there is any positive or

10c. per line. demonstrated knowledge. This is the IN-

VESTIGATOR'S basis of ac on, and the best

exertions of its manages will always be

used to render it a free and independent

journal, devoted to the development and

promotion of genuine Liberalism, or Uni
versal Mental Liberty, Free Thought, Free

Inquiry, Free Speech,anda Free Press.

Onhalf-column advertisements, a discount

of 10percent. will bemade; on full-column
advertisements, a discount of 25per cent.

On all advertisements for which cash is

paid in advance, a further discount of 25per

bemade.

For sale at THE INDEX office, 44 Boylston cent. on the total, as above calculated, will ,

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price 15cents. Street,Boston.

JOSIAH P. MENDUM,

PAINE MEMORIAL BUILDING,

Appleton St. , Boston,Mass.
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IT is stated that Miss Kate Field has obtained

acomplete copy of the first edition of the Book of

Mormon, published at Palmyra, N.Y., in 1830.

On the title-page, Joseph Smith is announced as

"author andproprietor of the book,"-an announce-

ment omitted in all the later editions of this "word

ofGod."

A PROTESTANT Sunday-school superintendent

in Davenport, Ia., having been recently censured

for bringing his scholars in a body to pray in a

Catholic church, defended himself by saying that

therewas no Protestant church open in that city

on Sunday, the preachers being all on vacation ;

and that the Catholic church was the only place

towhich he could conveniently take the children

to say their prayers.

In the death of Hans Makart, which occurred

on the 3d inst., the world has lost one of its most

famous painters and one of the most successful

artists of modern times. His picture of "Venice

doing Homage to Catharine Comaro" was exhib-

ited at the American Centennial, andwas bought
by the German government for the museum at

Berlin. The best known and good judges say the

greatest of his pictures is the "Entry of Charles

V. intoAntwerp."

ACCORDING to the Christian Register, the recent

Unitarian Conference at Saratoga was "the best

Conference of this body that has ever been held."

The attendance was large, the spirit harmonious,

and the action marked by unanimity. The har-

mony and unanimity were secured, it is needless

to say, by avoiding all the issues and questions on

which themembers are divided, and giving consid-

eration to the work of building Unitarian churches

and extending the Unitarian faith. No action

was taken and no discussion occurred in regard
to that portion of the preamble to the Constitu-

tionwhich is offensive to non-Christian Unitarians,

like Revs. M. J. Savage, Rowland Connor, J. H.

Clifford, and many others we might mention,

and which is inconsistent with claims that are

made as to the breadth and liberality of the Asso-

ciation. There is no peace worth having which is

not based upon justice and right; and that kind

of peace, whether it be in the Unitarian Associa-

tion or in the National Liberal League, is worth

fighting for.

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

THE festival of the Free Religious Association, ❘ after Sundayhe presented in the name of Liberal-

held in Parker Fraternity Hall Wednesday even-

ing, October 1, was a decided success. Notwith-

standing numerous other attractions in the city

that evening, the attendance was large, the hall

being well filled. Many persons of distinction-

thinkers, authors, and reformers were present,

among whom were Dr. W. T. Harris, Edwin D.

Mead, Mrs. Lucy Stone, Mrs. E. D. Cheney, and

Miss Elizabeth Peabody. A pleasant, off-hand

address by Miss Mary F. Eastman was followed

by several brief speeches from Mr. W. J. Potter

who presided, Mr. F. A. Hinckley, and Mr. J. K.

Applebee. The attendance being much larger

thanwas expected, the supply of substantial food

was rather scanty; but there was abundance of

coffee, tea, and ice-cream. The evening was ex-

tremely warm; but the party seemed to be in the

best of spirits, and the occasion was one of real

social enjoyment. The music furnished by the

choir of Parker Fraternity was a feature of the

evening. To the efforts of Mrs. ClaraM. Bisbee,

of the Boston Ethical Society, was the success of

the festival largely due.

DOES the Investigator think that the support of

those who have stood aloof from the National

Liberal League because of its resolutions and

action regarding certain postal laws is now to be

secured by praising "The Nine Demands of Liber-

alism" as a "bond of union," and ignoring the

fact that the position of the League, in the respect
alluded to, remains unchanged ? The former

leaders of the League saw that the repeal agitation

hadkept from the organization the great mass of

Liberals, and they proposed a reorganization on

the basis of 1876. But the change proposed was

not effected at Cassadaga; and the League, by its

unrescinded resolutions, adopted and reaffirmed at

ism the wildest and crudest sort of thought, in the

most dogmatic spirit, with charity neither for

those whose creeds he professed to have outgrown,

nor for those who, with a philosophy he could not

comprehend, declined to recognize his loose dec-

lamation as an exposition of genuine liberal

thought. Let those who put Mr. Chainey for-

ward as an exponent of Liberalism, and who find

reason to criticise his utterances now, consider

whether they are not quite as reasonable as were

his violent harangues of two or three years ago.

THE Religio-Philosophical Journal urges the for-

mation in this country of a Psychical Research

Society similar to the one in England, for the in-

vestigation of phenomena of a mental character

believed by many to be explicable only upon the

theory that intelligences, once inhabitants of the

earth, but now inhabitants of an invisible spir-

itual realm, manifest themselves under favorable

conditions to mundane beings. We should be

pleasedto see such an organization effected for

the thorough study of psychology in general, and

for the close, honest, and impartial examination of

alleged "spiritual manifestations" in particular.

Every week, in the Religio-Philosophical Journal,

Banner of Light, the Olive Branch, Spiritual Offer-

ing, and other spiritualistic papers, may be seen

accounts of phenomena which, if genuine, are of

profound scientific interest and of vast philosophic

import. Investigations extended through a quar-

ter of a century in many cities of the United

States have convinced us that a very large propor-

tion of the so-called spiritual manifestations de-

serve to be characterized as imposture and fraud.

That some of the performances which the Religio-

Philosophical Journal defends, and honestly we

believe, as veritable spiritual manifestations, do

not belong to this class, we are by no means satis-

fied. But we should be glad to unite with the

editor of the Journal and all other honest Spirit-

ualists in bringing the least questioned and the

least doubtful phenomena alleged to be spiritual

to the test of a rigid scrutiny, with a view to ascer-

taining the exact value of claims that are boldly

made as to matters of fact, and the legitimacy of

the conclusions which are bymany intelligent and

honest minds drawn from these alleged facts. A

Psychical Society, if composedof men of acknowl-

edged intelligence and character, might do some-

thing to discredit the claims of a host of heartless

rascals who now impose upon and systematically

swindle the ignorant, the credulous, and the sick

by pretending to possess wonderful gifts or to be

in direct communication with the spirit world.

But the hope of diminishing the business of these

charlatans to any considerable extent is in the

growth of intelligence and the prevalence of the

spirit and the methods of science. The chief value

of the Psychical Research Society in this country

would consist in collecting facts, assisting intelli.

gent men andwomen todistinguish between gen-

uine and spurious claims, and enabling them to

arrive at just conclusions in regardto questions of

apsychical character.

previous conventions, is still pledged to the repeal
policy. If this policy is right, let the Investigator

defend it, as it has defended it in the past; but

the method of avoiding all reference to that,-

which is, with the majority of Liberals, an insuper-

able objection to joining the League,-and, assum-

ing that all reasons for withholding support are

now removed, is neither courageous nor fair. Be-

sides, the suppression of the truth in regard to a

public movement is a very short-sighted policy.

MR. JOHN S. VERITY, whose name appears often

in reports of the Paine Hall liberal meetings, and

who for a year or two was one of Mr. Chainey's

supporters, says in a recent number of the In-

vestigator : "We have now had no less than three

ex-ministers, the last two, Mr. Holmes and Mr.
Chainey, apparently not more than half-converted;

for they both have gone back to dreaming about

spirits and their old spirit-land. Ican assureyou

that I am getting tired of helping to hire and

support these young converts without satisfactory

evidence that they are sound on the main ques-

tion. It seems that we ought to accept them'on

probation,' and let them take back seats for a

while in the future." But Mr. Chainey's views

are probably quite as consistent and soundnow as

they were when, two or three years ago, Sunday
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THE UN ITARIANS AND WADE COLLEGE,

At their recent National Conference at Saratoga,

the Unitarians decided not to attempt to complete

Mr. Wade's proposition for the establishment of

theproposed new college at Cleveland. The coun-

cil and the special committee to whom the matter

had been referred at the previous Conference re-

ported that, though the college was needed and the

plan of it a very noble one, yet the very breadth

of the scheme put obstacles in the way of its being

successfully carried out by the Unitarians as a

denomination. After giving some sketch of the

plan, the report, written byRev. E. E. Hale, says :

"But practical difficulties presented themselves at

every step, resulting from the double use of lan-

guage in regard to the Unitarian Church and its

But we trust this is not the end of Mr. Wade's

generous hopes and plans. The project now re-

verts to the mind of him who conceived it, and

who has, we believe, a deep desire to see it become

a reality. Surely, he cannot fail to find some way

for realizing his magnificent dream. The need of

such a college as that which he has had in mind

has been of late newly shown by the excitement

produced in the Presbyterian denomination, be-

cause one of the professors, Dr. Woodrow, in the

Presbyterian Theological Seminary at Columbia,

S.C., was discovered to have been teaching the

scientific doctrine of evolution in his class-room .

The extent of Dr. Woodrow's offending appears to

be simply this: he claims that the Bible does not

profess to teach scientific theories, and "does not

contradict the theory of evolution as regards

plants and animals, and perhaps not as to man's

very pronounced heretical position, yet it has

thrown Southern Presbyterianism into the greatest

consternation. The directors of the seminary

havehad a meeting on the subject, and after a ses-

sion of two days were able to effect a compromise

by passing the following resolution :-

purposes. If a gentleman accepted a professorship | animal nature." This would not seem to be a

in Wade College,was the world to understand that

he had joined the unpopular little Unitarian com-

munion ? If a Catholic clergyman lectured at

Wade College, was he to incur the suspicion of

heresy? If a Hebrew philanthropist wished to

endow a professorship, why should he intrust his

funds to a board named by this body? The diffi-

culties suggested by a thousand such questions

proved so great that, at the advice of gentlemen

most interested in the project, the special commit-

tee and the council eventually determined, with

very great reluctance, not to press it under the

auspices of this Conference."

The report, however, went on to express the in-

terest which Unitarians as individuals would feel

in the project, and to promise the readiness of

many of them to give it financial assistance, and

added the hope that Mr. Wade, now that his

scheme should be no longer entangled with the in-

conveniences attached to any sectarian name, would

go forward to establish the institution according

tohis own generous ideas, calling to his aid with-

out regard to denominational lines those persons

who might best further his object.

Resolutions were introduced in accordance with

this report of the council and committee, and were

unanimously adopted. This, of course, settles the

question so far as the Unitarians are concerned.

As a body, or denomination, they decline to take

the responsibility of the college upon their shoul-

ders. And this, perhaps, is a wise decision. It is

certainly wise, if the breadth and usefulness of the

college were going to be in any wayhampered by

the sectarian aspects of Unitarianism. But we

cannot help feeling that, if the Unitarian plan of

the school had not made the mixing of different

theologies so prominent a feature in it, but had

placed the special emphasis on sociology, ethics,

and the philosophy of religion,the "practical diffi-

culties" to which the report refers might not have

been so great. Did not the difficulties to which

the committee have succumbed arise, to aconsid-

erable extent, from the fact that they had not got

far enough away from the old idea of a theolog-

ical seminary ? Atheological seminary under the

care of any sect, however liberal, might well be

under suspicion. But a school for advanced learn-

ing in religious philosophy, ethics, and sociology,

if manned with the best professors and lecturers

to be found for these several departments and

their branches, regardless of theological beliefs,

would have been a powerful instrumentality in

breaking down sectarian walls and claims, and in

lifting Unitarianism itself consistently toward its

profession to be anunsectarianmovement. Now,
it seems to have let slip a grand opportunity to

assert by act its own continental breadth of aim,

and sits down too content with being only a pro-

vincial sect in the religious world.

Resolved, That the Board is not prepared to concur

in the view expressed by Dr. Woodrow as to the prob-

able method of the creation of Adam's body ; yet, in

the judgment of the Board, there is nothing in the

doctrine of evolution, as defined and limited by him,

which appears inconsistent with perfect soundness in

faith,

But a minority of the directors, three in number,

could not allow this mild compromise to pass with-

out a protest ; and they accordingly put themselves

on record in this curious theological statement :-

Evolution is an unproved hypothesis, and the Sem-

inary is not a place for such teaching. The theory

that Adam's body was formed by the natural lawof

evolution, while Eve's was created by a supernatural

act of God, is contrary to our Confession of Faith.

The advocacy of views which have received neither

the indorsement of the Board nor that of the Synods

having control of the Seminary, which have not been

established by science, which have no authority from

the Word of God, which tend to unsettle the received

interpretation of many passages of Scripture, and to

destroy the confidence of the Church inher doctrinal

standards, which have already produced so much evil,

which will injure the Seminary and may rend our

Church, ought not to be allowed.

Nordoes the matter stop here. It now must go

to the four synods of South Carolina, Georgia ,

Alabama, and Florida, which have charge of the

seminary, and perhaps to the General Assembly of

the whole denomination, before a final decision is

reached. And, meantime, Presbyterian theologi-

cal students must remain in a state of harassing

uncertainty as to whether Adam and Eve were

created by the same or a different process ! The

need of a school in which preachers should be

trained in accordance with nineteenth century

ideas could not be more forcibly illustrated than

by this discussion over the fossil theology that is

still taught as essential truth in nearly all theologi-

cal seminaries.

Wм. Ј. РOTTER.

THE PERPETUITY OF LIFE.

I.

In the eventful course of the dispute between

the so-called religious and scientific parties, regard

ing the ultimate nature and origin of the principle

of life, two theories are presented for our considera-

tion. One of these, advancing with the trumpet-

blare of pretended divine authority, claims to give

an authentic account of a miraculous creation of

all that breathes within the universe, through the

fiat of an almighty and infinite power : the other,

more modest, by faithful experiment and logical

speculation attempts to establish a tracing of the

rising path upon which the dead matter of the

inorganic world is supposed to have ascended, and

perhaps still to ascend, to the ranks of living

organizations. And nothing seems more positive

to the sincere champions of these two theories than

that the one view to which they adhere must

eventually obtain universal undisputed acceptance.

That another, third, explanation is possible ap-

pears but rarely to enter the philosophic mind.

Andyet we may well venture to ask, Whence and

where arises this logical necessity of organic life

having originated at all ? Whyshouldwebe com-

pelled to hold to, and seek for, its first birth ? Why

maywe not with equal reason assume the organic

world tohave constituted the ultimate and primeval

form of all existence, from which the inorganic

descended by a first originating death? Or why

should not both these forms have been and be

eternal?

The proposition of the perpetuity of life might

have been before this advanced to a careful con-

sideration,had it not been evident that the earth

we now inhabit has even untilcosmogenetically re-

cent times been subject to climatic conditions which

appear incontrovertibly to negate the existence of

organized beings. For epochs, the duration of

which is scarcely imaginable, this globe of ours

musthave

Round the sun's celestial glory,

Off his ether-beaten coast,

Traced in light self-glowing story

'Mong aflamingplanet-host!

And,surely, the physical conditions of such a planet-

ary system must have excluded all traces of the

life with which we are now acquainted. Earlier

still, and for even vaster periods, an enormous

nebulous mass is believed to have occupied the

earth's orbit, or in undivided union with the sun

represented its substance, a rotating immensity of

vapor, in the midst of which

"Invain the foot might seek for restfulground,

The ear in vain await the footfall's sound !"

And to suppose that such conditions could have

supported any form of life appears a manifest ab-

surdity. And yet is this absurdity so manifest ?

Upon superficial consideration, yes, after a careful

and searching examination into the range of pos-

sibilities, No !

The total range of variation in the conditions

which environ terrestrial life is a narrow one .

And, as the continuity of organic races undoubtedly

depends upon their capability of adapting them-

selves to the vicissitudes of their environment, it

is plainly evident that any exceptionally excessive

change must be fraught with the greatest danger

to organic existence.

But to illustrate this range in detail. The ex-

tremes of natural atmospheric pressure to which

human life is at any one place subjected are

marked by that experienced on the Andean table-

lands of Quito (about one-half atmosphere, or

fifteen inches barometric scale) and that to which

the Arab camping on the Dead Sea shores is ex-

posed (over one atmosphere: I cannot give the

exact figures) . The ultimate temperatures which

have been observed on the earth's surface are said

to be about seventy-five degrees below and one

hundred and twenty degrees above zero. As to

the range of light effects, they are subject to the

limitations on the one side by the deep night of

caves, on the other by the blinding glare of the

sun's unveiled noon-day face. Acoustic experi-

ences are limited below by the still death of polar

nights, above by the near crash of thunder and

volcanic explosions. Electrical conditions range

between the delightful peace of acalm spring day
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andtheswift destruction ofthelightning. Magnetic

variations affect us but slightly : only the scientist

marks the upper limit by bending with wrapt at-

tention over the restless needle. Finally, in the

range of action of mechanical forces, we may

drowsilywatch the motes dancing in the summer

sunbeam : the upper extremity of their intensity

was written across the earth's brow in the late con-

vulsive terrors ofJava.

Chemically considered, the life of all organic

forms maybe defined as a process of combustion

necessitating a more or less continuous essay at

the assimilation of foods, the material by which

this process is sustained, and a corresponding ex-

cretion of wastes. For the undomesticated citi-

zens of the animal andvegetal worlds,the range of

tentative foods is limited to their natural occur-

rence. For civilized man and his organic de-

pendents, it is co-extensive with that of the

substances known to chemistry. Only a compara-

tively small number of these can, however, be

without difficulty assimilated : a vast majority are

either absolutely undigestible, or so active as to

makethe mere attempt at their assimilationdanger-

ous or even fatal.

As well known, the animal organism is not able

to assimilate any but a very few of the unprepared

inorganic forms of natural matter, and is therefore

constitutionally compelled daily to purchase its

own existence at the price of destructive attacks

upon the life of other organizations. Most plants

can live on inorganic food alone; yet the instances

of specific vegetal parasitism, not only on other

plants, but even on animals, are numerous, not to

forget those remarkable cases of animal-eating

plants now so well established. Murder thus

everywhere attends upon the track of life, and the

contact of living forms is fraught with manifold

dangers.

The extremes of all terrestrial environing condi-

tions are localized in place, or at least in time,

generally inboth.

The special dangers arising from the contact of

organic forms are likewise much localized in place

and time. The musk-ox of Greenland is not com-

pelled to defendhis life against the attacks of the

tiger,nor is the scanty summer vegetation of his

home cropped bythe antelope. The pleasant coun-

try homes of New England are not now infested

by the labyrinthodon, nor are the bathers of

Swampscott in our day at all likely to be snapped

up by a stray ichthyosaurus.

Taking all this into simultaneous consideration,

it becomes evident that, if we would arrive at cor-

rect conclusions in regard to this problem of the

perpetuity of life, it is not so much to the higher

or lower extremes of environing conditions, nor

even yet to the gulf between these, but rather to

the extent of the earth's surface which is at any

one time affected, and to the length of the periods

within which they are likely alternately to appear

or prevail,to which we must look for a solution.

There can be no doubt that all geographically

extensive and very sudden changes of such ex-

tremity as to much exceed the range to which any

organism has been accustomed to accommodate

itself within like periods of time must be very

dangerous, if not fatal, to it.

tion-like that of the dangers arising from the

action of physical (meteoric) agents-would be

mainly one of concentration of quantity in time.

The therapeutist recognizes this fact, and speaks as

freely of the "toxic" (poisonous) action of tar-

taric or citric acid, common constituents of our

fruits, as he does of the like action of prussic acid

or strychnine. The difference is only in the rela-

tive quantities, the introduction of which within a

given time will prove deleterious to the life of the

organism. Ten grains, of morphine gradually ad-

ministered in daily portions of a quarter of a grain

are harmless : the entirequantity given in one dose

would be, in most cases, fatal to ahuman being.

Savage men manage to hold their own against

the wild beasts by which they are surrounded, only

because the multiplication of the latter does not

keep pace with the development of the defensive

and offensive powers of the former. A very sud-

den onset of strong hordes of lions and tigers upon

a feeble savage settlement might very readily put

an end to its existence .

CHARLES FROEBEL.

GREAT CITIES AND GREAT LITERATURE .

During a late visit to Manahatta, the "city of

hurried and sparkling tides," I was led to note

down certain reflections which I am now moved

to shape into some sort of a literary horoscope. I

looked at the frettings and carvings of the new

architecture: the iron portcullis on Broad street ;

the noble sachem faces of the Mutual Life build-

ing on Nassau Street ; the great terra-cotta ship

prows, with ropes and anchors, of the cornice

corners of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company's

Romanesque building; the vast Karnak bridge of

the East River; the swift movement upward, side-

wise, lengthwise, downward (elevators, elevated

railways, and ferries), the dashing ambulance

wagon, the meteor fire-engine, the weather bulle-

tins, and far-speaking wires. I was shown over

the wonderfully luxurious and tasteful rooms of

the Century Company in Union Square. So far,

so good. Here are the splendid enterprise and

the new art instinct that befit such a city by the

sea, the emporium of acontinent.

To begin with the effects of sudden changes in

atmospheric pressures. The evil consequences of

too rapid ascents of very high mountains are well

known. A great increase in the number of res-

pirations and pulse-beats, fainting fits, and bleed-

ing from capillaries, has been observed. In the

cases where artificially increased pressures had to

be borne, still more serious consequences have re-

sulted, extending to the manifestation of the

pathological novelty of the "caisson disease," and

in some instances, I believe, even to the loss of

life. What dangers the extremes of arctic winter

and tropical summer temperatures entail upon the

unacclimatized organism, nearly every one is

familiar with. But imagine these conditions sud-

denly much exceeded or transposed in place, what

would be the consequences of such interchange to

the inhabitants of those regions ? Possibly, ab-

solute extinction. The entire annual range of

temperature in the city of New York is between

about eighteen degrees below and one hundred de-

grees above zero. But the transition between these

extremes, should they both ever really occur in any

one year, is a very gradual one, occupying at least

five months in its completion. Even then, the ex-

tremes are most dangerous to health and life.

What, however, if this transition should eventuate

in a much shorter period ? What if it could take

place in any one month of the year or in any single

day; what if it occurred within one hour, minute,

or second ? The effect upon the organic constitu-

tion heretofore unaccustomed to such sudden and

extreme changes could hardly fail to be disastrous.

That a general volcanic outburst of great vio-

lence, involving the entire surface of our globe,

would extinguish the life which now inhabits it, is

reasonably sure. A convulsion of our sun pro-

portionate in intensity to that which was lately

witnessed in one of the distant stars might even

reconvert the entire planetary system into a vast

gaseous mass rotating upon its axis .

The above-mentioned extremes of atmospheric

pressure are nowhere found occurring at the same

point of the earth's surface. The temperature of

seventy-fivedegrees below zero is only claimed for

the rigors of an arctic winter; the fierce heat of

onehundred degrees above, only for the summers

of ariddeserts and the inland regions of tropical

continents. Never do the extremes of temperature

at any one place occur near together in time. Not

inthe same day nor the same season nor yet in

any one year. The gloom of the darkest night is

never immediately succeeded by the glare of the

brightestday. Thunder-storms are scarcely known

in some localities of the earth's surface, in others

they are extremely frequent. The forked light-

ning does not strike from an unelectrified atmos-

phere. Large portions of the globe are never

affected by earthquakes worth mentioning ; and,

even in volcanic countries, the more violent dis-

turbances are of rare occurrence, and usually pre-

cededby minor alarms.

The dangers to life arising from undiscriminat-

ing assimilative attempts upon unselectedmaterial
have been referred to. The plant is much less

liable to evil effects from this source than the

animal. Nor is the organism of the latter at all

times and in every locality exposed to the entire

range of the vicissitudes of doubtful assimilation.

The composition of the atmosphere at any one

place varies but little in the course of even lengthy
periods. The constitution of the water obtained

from any one source is almost constant. And not

only by this fact, but also by the development of
its senses and instinct, the animal is protected

against the evil consequences resulting from a mis-
selection of food.

To pass over matters of minor importance to

the consideration of the possible effect produced

upon organisms by any very sudden change in the

chemical composition of the materials presented for

assimilation, this would undoubtedly inmanycases

prove disastrous. Whether the tentative food

were comparatively unassimilable and therefore

inducive of starvation, or excessive and unequalin
its action upon the different functional systems of

the organism and therefore poisonous,death would

in both cases result. In the latter case, the ques-

But there were certain indicia (straws, tokens)

symptomatic of internal derangement. The gen-

eral rudeness and loud, not to say brazen, tone of

street manners ; the poor public libraries, with

their extreme suspicion of strangers ; and, most

significant of all, there on the great bridge, in the

full stream of passers-by, a group of silly-looking

policemen chaffing and bantering with, and being

chaffed and bantered by, a triad of abandoned

young girls,-women of the town.

With an ungraceful hiatus and a cutting dead

of the major premise, I leap to my interrogatory

conclusion.

Will the Attic salt of provincial genius thrown

in amidst the cockney putrefaction of the modern

steam-Babylons-London, Paris, Berlin, New York

-suffice to sweeten the civic intellect to the point

required for the production of immortal art, the
higher literature? If there is any salvation for

them, it must of course come from the country.

There never was yet in the world agreat literary

genius who was not country-bred, or at least famil-

iar with rural life. A pure cit can no more write

immortal books than a cellar-grown potato-vine

can make good potatoes or a parlor orange-tree

produce good oranges. But the real question is

not whether a country-bred genius like Carlyle

can wear out a miserable existence in a modern

steam-and-brick Babylon, and produce a number

of dyspeptic books, but whether the conditions of

life in said Babylons are not become such as to

forbid the growth of schools of literary activity,
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such as those of London two or three hundred

years ago, or those of Edinburgh, Paris, and

Athens, when those cities as yet partook of the

half rural features of country towns, and knew

not the nerve-shattering yell of steam and the dun

canopy of smoke and soot, not to speak of dem-

ocratic unrest and dynamite ethics? In other

words, from what quarter are we to look for a re-

vival of objective art, the literature of joy, the

spontaneous laughter of the genius soul,-a new

Aristophanes, Molière, Chaucer, Scott? The air is

black with "literature of the prison-house." Of

morbid analysis of vice we have a surfeit. Of the

dragée and bonbon primer-literature let us see

no more, for goodness' sake. In New York, we

have a high-finish illustrated literature (admi-

rable surely), and finical drawing-room belles-

lettres of the Henry James and Howells type,

but no creations like those of the Boston Transcen-

dental School,-Emerson, Hawthorne, Thoreau.

In short, nothing really great and immortal in

art, with the exception of the writings of one

man, and he famous chiefly abroad.

Remembering that contrasts of character and

manners, the lights and shadows furnished by

strongly accentuated types and byromantic scenery

and traditions, are the materials eagerly seized

upon by the creative artist, one would infer that

such regions as Mexico and our own Pacific coast

wouldbe likely to be the source of great literature

in the future. If, too, we may regard the age of

steam as likely to be of short duration, and the

era of swift electric or other agreeable locomotion

by land or air as its successor (with consequent

diffusion of urban population over vaster areas of

rural landscape), we may then say that the problem

of literary production will be easy of solution, so

far as regards the necessary external conditions.

In fine, it is pretty clear that the literature of

joy will appear simultaneously with the satisfac-

tory settlement of the crucial social questions of

the time. The great artist is not a pure optimist

like Emerson, nor a pure pessimist like Carlyle,

but one like Walter Scott, in whom the elements

are so kindly mingled that the productions of his

mind are as healthful and joyful as a sky-canopied

meadow full of clover and bees,-joyful in the

main, yet checkered with tragedy. But such an

artist cannot sing or paint or write amid smoke,

steam, dirt, atheism, rascality, and universal dis-

content. Away to the mountains, then, you who

feel the creative tingle in your fingerends. Sweet-

ness and strength come out of the hills and the

W. S. KENNEDY.sea.

OUR PERSONALITY.

II.

I, for one, unhesitatingly believe in your exist-

ence outsidemy mind, and in your power to affect

my being in sundry very efficient and momentous

ways. In the same manner, I believe, as indeed

we are all naturally convinced, that what is so defi-

nitely signalized in the different feelings constitut-

ing the perception of my hand subsists in truth

as an extra-mental existent, forming part of my

permanent being and capable of arousing in vari-

ous specific ways its perceptual realization within

my own consciousness and that of others. Quite

evidently, thatwhich in the medium of my feelings

is signalized, and I in consequence call my hand,

does not then and there come into actual being,

does not suddenly start into existence just when

I or any one else are perceiving it, but abides a

steadfast complex of powers, ever ready under cer-

tain conditions tomake its existence and present

state mentally known to us.

Now, it is a further fact, strongly in favor of

extra-mental World-Realism, that within our im-

mediate feeling we are only aware of our actual

surface of contact with the outside world, and not

of any of the rest of our massive and compound

organization. All structural collocations and vital

activities below the skin subsist and are sustained

by extra-mental powers, normally unfelt and un-

perceived by us. So entirely is our consciousness

representative of our relational life only, of our

predetermined intercourse with an outside environ-

ment, affecting our sensory surface.

Without touching, seeing, or moving,we feel the

external facing of our body; andwe know, through

specific modulations of this outspread self-feeling,

what part of our body it is we are recognizing in

a certain place,-that it is, for instance, the left

foot andnot the right hand which is occupying this

or that position, the forefinger and not the thumb

we are pointing. This distinctly specified self-

feeling constitutes the sensitive medium for our

entire perceptual and volitional intercommunica-

tion with the rest of the world.

Outside powers possess the efficiency specifically

to modify this self-feeling emanating from the sen-

sory surface. You place yourhand in mine ; and,

by a stroke of magic, it is no longer my ownhand

I am feeling, but yours. Nothing has actually

happened to me save a slight specific modification

ofmyown surface-sensibility; yet I am positively

aware of the presence of a clearly recognized exist-

ent,not forming part of myself. Thus, solely by

means of the subtle play of definite sensorial modi-

fications, outside existents stand perceptually re-

vealed to us.

If, in touching your hand, only my feeling of it

actually existed, and there were no real hand of

yours to verify and to correspond with this feeling,

would I not be the dupe of a mostwantondelusion ?

otherextra-mental existents, an independent reality

capable of definitely stimulating our sensory organs.

Our corporeal being in its entirety consists, how-

ever, of vastly more than is revealed by those sur-

face sensations. Our objective senses discover not

only a wondrously specified and attuned sensory

surface, but a solid body marvellously organized

through and through, and forming part of the

world surrounding it.

Anatomical, physiological, and pathological evi-

dence tends to prove that what we call the ner-

vous system of this body is the true seat of con-

sciousness; that, in fact, mental states are in

some way a function of our brain. To under-

stand how this can be,we haveto recognize that,

if, for instance,you were watching my brain while

I was experiencing some mental state, this, my

mental state, would certainly not be the function

or effect of the peculiar perceptual realization

withinyour mind. It is therefore absurd to try

to puzzle out how the merely perceptual molecular

motion of a merely perceptual brain, within your

or any observer's consciousness,can possibly pro-

duce the mental state within my consciousness .

The utter impossibility of such a causal connec-

❘tion has staggered scientific thinkers ever since

the question was raised. Theydid not fully com-

prehend that what theywere calling a brain and

its molecular motion were really only their own

perceptual realizations of a non-mental existent

and activity, forming part of the veritable subject

experiencing the mental states, which were thus

occurring in strict correspondence to the functions

perceived or conceived by them. The non-mental

and, as such, wholly unknowable existent, which

compels within your mind the perception of

a brain in definite molecular activity, compels at

the same time in me, the perceived subject, the

My feeling of your hand, manifestly presupposes | entirely different mental state of which Iam con-

the extra-mental existence of your hand, which

means that my subjective or individual feeling

arises in pre-established harmony with your object-

ive nature, with your nature outside my mind. In

thisway, our mental states are, indeed, dependent

on non-mental nature for verification. All specific

modifications of our sensory organs and all com

pulsory perceptions arising in consequence are thus

indicative of a realm of external powers to which

they correspond by dint of an organically precon-

certed concordance.

Perceptual mind is altogether moulded on the

foreign powers which appear to us as the outside

world, and has therefore no meaning save in rela-

tion to those outside powers. Conceptual mind, in

its turn, is significative of those perceptual realiza-

tions, and has no value but in reference to them.

And-as we are all well aware the natural and

genuine field of exertion for our will, its objects of

desire and aversion, lie likewise in the worldof

foreign existents outside our individual mind.

Thus, not only our bodily organization, but our

entire mental constitution, is fashioned in corre-

spondence to a complex world external to our own

being. It forms, in fact, the conscious realization

of the outside influences which are complemental

to our unifying and focussing individuality, and

the conscious realization also of the manifold influ-

ences which this individuality is itself capable of

exerting on the other existents. Instead, then, of

being-asidealistically surmised-self-sufficient, au-

tonomous persons, we are in verity wholly depend-

ent for our thought and action on definitely organ-

ized relations to the rest of the universe.

Wehave already seen that we recognize imme-

diately only the surface of our body. This sub-

jective feeling we find corroborated by the objec-

tive senses, chiefly by sight and touch, which teach

us that that which we subjectively feel has, like

scious. My mental state is an immediate effect

of the functional activity; your mental state, its

roundabout effect, involving foreign media and

your own realizing being as effective conditions

of your perceptual representation. This is the

simple explanation of this hitherto incomprehen-

sible concomitance, connection, or interdependence

of mental states with brain motion.

The entity which we perceive as our bodily or-

ganization belongs clearly to the permanent world

of extra-mental existents, and not to the ever-

changing and transitory world of mental phe-

nomena. At first sight, this our permanent being

appears to be a self-rounded individuality, having

only pre-organized mechanical relations to the out-

side world. But just as we found the innermost

structure of our mind to be an expression of mani-

fold deep-seated connections with the outside

world, so also shall we find on close scrutiny our

whole organization, in its innermost molecular

composition and in all its textural collocations, to

be the expression of such specific connections.

Our entodermic economy, the least vital part of

our being, has the office of preparing and elaborat-

ing for organic assimilation raw material appro-

priated from the outside world ; a function resting

on a complete range of specific chemical relations

between the organism and its environment, begin-

ning at the primordial atom and ending in the

highest specified protoplasm. Our ectodermic life,

emanating from the intimate composition and

texture of what perceptually appears to us as our

nervous and muscular systems, consists in the

realization of the manifold complex fulfilments

implied in the individual and generical relations

of our being to the rest of the world.

Our body then, not less than our mind, is all

through the result of organized interactions be-

tween ourselves and a universe of outside existents.
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What, indeed, would our personality with all its

mental and bodily faculties signify and avail, if

there did not subsist a real outside world, ready to

unlock its relational potentialities and to actualize

thembygenuine fulfilments ?

The impression still prevails that our bodily

organization is pre-eminently and lamentably frail

and perishable, and therefore only of secondary

importance to our personality. In truth, this very

organization is the most substantial and steadily

enduring reality in the whole known universe.

Not the earth, the sun, and the stars do maintain

so faithfully the identity of their infinitely less

delicate andcomplicated form and texture.

Here is a skull ever so many thousand years old,

and even experts canhardly detect any distinctive

difference between that prehistoric relic and skulls

of people living to-day. No one would, however,

maintain that the world of thought realized by the

possessor of that skullwas likewise essentially like

theworld of thought realized in our own time, the

thought of savagery equivalent to the thought of

culture. In unbroken sequence, the organized

wealth, the bodily and mental adaptations of such

prehistoric beings, have been bequeathed to us ;

and generation after generation has added its mite

toward the subtle and intricate additional devel-

opment which distinguishes our life from theirs,

our medium of culture from their medium of sav-

agery, our realizing thought from their realizing

thought.

Indeed, this vital organization of ours turns out

to be the most marvellous, the strangest possi-

ble hyper-material, hyper-mental, hyper-individual

kindof reality within existence. Its exhaustively

comprehensive potentiality is transmitted with all

but unerring precision in the compass of amicro-

scopical gemmule, gradually unfolding beyond all

consciousness, under constant change of material,

into a complete reproduction of our many-sided

organic efficiency. Here, for once, enduring iden-

tity or permanent substantiality is not sustained

by the indestructibility of the material composing

thebody, for all such material only transiently sub-

serves the organic purposes of the living and lasting

form; nor is our fitful and fragmentary conscious-

ness at all concerned in the never-flagging vital

activity, whose toil alone maintains intact the

high-wrought possessions of life ; nor does the

continual stream of perishing individualities sweep

away with it the generically acquired and consoli-

datedwealth of organization.

Nowjust consider a moment whether much of

this unaccountably inherited wealth goes really to

make us something quite apart from all former

life, apart from the actual world into which we

are born, apart also from the organic life of the

future, ofwhose kindling spark we are the natural
bearer.

To understand our true mission and veritable

import in the sphere to which we belong, we need

only once fully realize that our seemingly inde-

pendent personality is in truth the present embodi-

ment of all the laboriously secured acquisitions of

an endless train of previous vital exertion.

Whoknows of amore transcendent and all-com-

prising trust than the one thus confided to the care

of those who are now actually carrying on the

sacred and mystic rites of life ?

Yea, full of ineffable awe is our moment of

actual existence, uplifted from the dark,unfath-

omable abyss of sunken ages into the intense glow

of sentient life, sustained and hallowed there by

the perpetual powers that within the glory of an

everlasting Now are progressively fulfilling the

inscrutable destiny of creation.

HEMPSTEAD, TEX.
EDMUND MONTGOMERY.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

THE subject of the tenth volume in the "Famous

Women Series" will be Mary Wollstonecraft. The

author will be Mrs. Elizabeth Robins Pennell.

OSGOOD & Co. willsoon publish avolume called

The Genius and Character of Emerson, which has

been compiled from the papers read before the

Concord School of Philosophy last summer.

MRS. ELIZABETH CADY STANTON, among others,

writes, expressing great interest in the experience

of Mr. Moncure D. Conway and admiration of his

"Apologia," printed in The Index of last week.

GEORGE BANCROFT, the historian, celebrated his

eighty-fourth birthday anniversary at Newport last

Friday. From England, Germany, France, and

other countries came congratulations, many of

them by cable.

REFERRING to the festival of the Free Relig-

ious Association in this city last week, the Boston

Evening Traveller says : "The Parker Fraternity

Hall was beautiful in its decorations of flowers

and greenery, and the busts of Theodore Parker,

Wendell Phillips, and other great men looked

down upon the gathering. It was a brilliant and

distinguished company that assembled there."

A VERMONT subscriber writes : " I suppose I

ought to join your FreeReligious Association; that
is, if joining will amount to anything in my iso-

lated condition. I belonged to a fire company once,

and made a very good member. I can think of no

better recommendation which might not be dis-

puted." The Free Religious Association appre-
ciates the importance of extinguishing fires, and

has contributed somewhat to this important and

useful work .

JEAN ROBIE, the Belgian flower painter, writes

as easily as he paints, judging from portions of his

travels in Ceylon and British India which have

been published in the Indépendance Belge. As a

colorist, he is exceedingly able ; and his flower-

pieces have an enduring charm. They are not

easily reproduced, so subtilely are they rendered;
but quite a successful effort has been made to re-

produce one of his latest works by color printing

on satin, which, as a publication, is unique and

suitable either for an easel picture, panel decora-

tion, or for framing.

MR. EDWIN D. MEAD informs us that he will

lecture only in New England during the coming

season. He will repeat the courses upon "America

in the American Poets," "The Pilgrim Fathers,"

and "Emerson," which he delivered last winter in

the West, and will give the following single lect-

ures : " Carlyle and Emerson" ; "Emerson the Amer-

ican" ; " Whittier's Poetry of America" ; " Lowell's

Poetry of America" ; "Puritanism" ; "New Eng-

land in England"; "Our Debt to Holland" ; "The

British Parliament" ; "Lessing's Nathan the Wise,

or the Gospel of Toleration." His address is 73

Pinckney Street, Boston .

"SINCE," observes the Chicago Inter-Ocean, "the

new order of things has produced such a radical

change from the old that purse-proud ignoramuses

count it infamy if their daughters marry a man

instead of a money-bag or an addle-pate, it may be

as well that the shifting toward a social balance

should take the form of a passion for coachmen

and butchers. It strikes the extreme in away

that will make the medium acceptable. Sensible

girls want men rather than fops ; and, since they

are denied the society of admirable young men in

the middle and honored walks of life, it is not

unnatural that they should turn kindly toward the

only real men it is their fortune to know, the fam-

ily servants. Better acoachman than adude any

day; for they will, in the majority of cases, make

better husbands and fathers."

At the meeting of the Parker Memorial Science

Class, held Sunday, October 5, the following reso-

lutions were adopted :-

Whereas intelligence has been received that Miss

M. A. Hardaker died at Canton, N.Y., Sept. 9, 1884,

therefore,-

Resolved, That the Parker Memorial Science Class

has learned with profound sorrow of this sad event,

which deprives it of a gifted and accomplishedmem-

ber towhom it is largely indebted for the work it has

achieved.

Resolved, That in the death of Miss Hardaker we

recognize the loss of a woman of rare intellectual

powers and varied attainments, of great moral cour-

age and frankness of speech, of a self-reliant, inde-

pendent spirit, a kindly nature, and a genial and

cheerful disposition, and of amember who, although

her life to all earthly vision has gone out, has left

with us the fragrance of a memory and an influence

that remind us perpetually of her devotion to truth ,

and inspire us to emulate her interest and zeal in

promoting the objects of this Class.

Resolved, That the next meeting of the Class, Sun-

day, October 12, be a memorial meeting with refer-

ence to the life and death of the deceased, and that

members be invited to speak in memoriam on that

occasion .

THE Truth -Seeker says : "In making comments

upon the proceedings of the National Liberal

League, the editor of The Index makes a point that

only forty-eight delegates presented credentials,
and leaves the reader to infer that the Congress

was very small." It further states that some dele-

gates came late, of whose attendance the secretary

made no record, and that the call was so broad

that "many not delegates were present and lent

their influence to the organization." What we

stated in regard to the number of delegates pres-

ent was stated on the authority of the Truth-

Seeker. We did not say "only forty-eight delegates

presented credentials," but, "According to the re-

port we find printed in the Truth Seeker there were

present at the Congress forty-eight authorized dele-

gates, several of whom were proxies." Since the

secretary failed to keep a list of the additional

delegates, and the editor of the Truth-Seeker who
was present made no mention of them, it will be

seen that the implied charge of unfairness against

The Index is groundless. The fact is that in The

Index was printed the fairest, fullest, and best

account of the proceedings of the Congress that

has yet appeared, as wecanprove by the testimony

of the most prominent members of the League

who were present. Our report stated that the at-

tendance was about three hundred. The Truth-

Seeker's statement, above quoted, is inkeeping with

the dishonest suppression in its report of aportion

of the proceedings, in order to gain the adherence

of those whohave stood aloof from the League on

account of its repeal policy. It was well under-

stood at the Congress that the Truth- Seeker would

become the virtual organ of the League; and its

editor, doubtless with the concurrence and advice

of the new leaders, decided to suppress all that was

said and done, showing that the League adhered

to its position in regard to postal laws against ob-

scenity, a positionwhich makes it still impossible

for those who do not sympathize with the repeal

folly, however strongly devoted to State seculariza-

tion, to become members without stultifying them-

selves. The hostility manifested during the pro-

ceedings to every Liberal who had persistently

opposed the policy of repeal was most bitter, and

if, as private letters inform us and as webelieve,

"the better element was in favor of carrying out

the programme which had been announced," still

the programme was not carried out ; and the action

of the Congress was largely influenced by un-

worthy characters known to be such by the former

leaders of the League.
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THE ABSOLUTE AND LOCAL EGO.

BY WM. ICRIN GILL.

X.

Long we dwell on the ego, and it is necessary ; for ,

in more senses than one, this is the pivot on which

everything turns. Till the ego is well determined

and defined, no further progress canbe made or intel-

ligently attempted. We can never know when we

leave the ego till we know what the ego is ; and only

after such knowledge is attained can we begin to

understand the conditions on which a philosophical

transit from the ego is possible.

The Absolute Ego.

It was the absolute ego which was expounded in

the last chapter ; and this ego will be understood by

very few for a long time, I fear, fit subject deemed

by most for amusement instead of philosophical in-

vestigation.

The absolute ego readily emerges from an analysis

of phenomena, all of which are found to be only sub-

jective states, whatever their form or action or rela-

tions; and the ego is simply their common subject,

that of which they are the conscious modes. The

ego must at least be commensurate with its own

states or modes ; and, therefore, it cannot be less than

co-extensive with the known universe forever. All

time, all space, and all their contents and changes are

one with their subject ; and their subject is the one

absolute ego. Thus, I and all that ever have been

known, is known, or ever can be known by me are

one, the only difference being that between the sub-

ject and its modes; and these are the same substance

or force, for the modes are the subject or substance

or force itself existing in said modes. This we will

consider as having been sufficiently expounded and

supported ; that is, for all whom any amount of expo-

sition and evidence could benefit. This is what we

call spiritual monism. On this theory there is no

possible discrimination of the ego from the non-ego

within the bounds of the universe, because the ego

includes all that universe. The absolute ego is all

the knowable, and the non-ego is all the unknowable.

This is precise and final.

This ego includes the whole deity of pantheism,

which identifiesGod and the universe, from which I

exclude God and all else except myself. Spinoza's

deity is extension and thought, a duality which con-

stitutes the universe in all its forces, forms, and activ-

ities; and all this I expound as constituting my own

exclusive individuality.

One of the most notable of recent thinkers is Lotze,

and he also identifies the world with God; though

hedoes not say but that God transcends the world,

and (however inconsistent) he sometimes seems to

think of man as different from the world. On the

other hand, our exposition allows of no such line of

discrimination between God and man or between the

world and man. The universal substance of the

world which he pronounces to be God I call man

and my own sole individuality, because it is certain

that the known ego and the known world are one.

If there is a God and any other being besides myself,

they are purely extra-mundane. As says Emerson

(Essays, First Series, p. 245), "The art of seeing and

thething seen, the seer and the spectacle, the subject

and object, are one." But that does not include God

and all beings, as he imagines, but only one man, the

observing ego.

Against this absolute ego, sole individuality of the

universe and constituting the universe, the empty

shells and dried skins of effete metaphysics will be

freely thrown ; and we must brush them aside. One

of these is the assertion that the ego can become con-

scious only through interaction with the non-ego.

Not a particle of proof has ever been offered of this

dogma, which is worth as much as the poorest of

dogmas in other departments of human invention ;

and I take it for what it is worth. It has arisen from

a confusion (very obvious in Fichte) of the absolute

with the local or organic ego. The latter is evolved

from the external world and changes by interaction

with it, which is ego, to the organic ego .

But the absolute ego includes the world and the

organism, and its diversity of modes operate on each

other or relative to each other. It is objectively con-

scious of itself in its consciousness of these diversified

modes, which are itself; and it needs nothing else

as a condition of its conscious action. We may, if

we will, call these diversities parts, and sometimes

that will be convenient in practice; and they are

parts proper only in the sense that they are not

wholes , but necessary constituents of One, the Grand

Totality, which some call the Unknowable, some call

God, and which I call Ego, which some think is

unconscious, but which I know to be conscious, if

it is I. All agree, however, in making this great

Being a simple unitary force, with a possible infinity

of modal diversity. Even those who attempt to deny

it, and who, therefore, use the vaguest possible term

to describe it, are obliged to come to this at last,

allowing an ultimate "potential substratum, out of

which issued the divisions and separations, the het-

erogeneity which constituted the properties and qual-

ities on which all conscious experience depends ."

This Igrant; and, on the other hand, it mustbe also

granted that this "heterogeneity" is the same potency

and essential reality as the "potential substratum."

So that here, also, we have diversity as the modal

unfoldings of theAbiding Unity, which is mydoctrine;

and this opposition to it is a mere logomachy. Fichte

himself affirmed this kind of a simple unitary force,

working and manifesting itself in infinite diversity ,

onlyhe strangely mistook it for the non-ego, contrary

to his idealism.

The Local Ego .

There is a special and elliptic form of the ego which

wewill designate as the local ego. This is limited,

because local, in distinction from being everywhere.

The absolute ego is virtually omnipresent: this is

limited and localized, though it may not be agreed as

to what are its exact boundaries. This local ego is

variously conceived, and all the disputes among

psychologists concerning the ego have been about the

local ego. It was necessary to discriminate such

an ego from the non-ego, because the non-ego is sup-

posed to be known, and indefinitely vaster than the

ego. But this necessary task has not been satisfacto-

rily performed; and the local ego has assumed differ-

ent aspects to the mind, according to the method of

performing this task.

The Local Ego defined as Transphenomenal, and

all Phenomena as Non-ego .

Some philosophers have pronounced all phenomena

to be non-egoistic; and the ego they have considered

tobe a transphenomenal subject and agent, lexically

connected with organic phenomena. This is the

method of the pre-scientific mind, and of the initial

stages of scientific inquiry; and this method often

shoots far onward, into the era of cultivated thought.

It is the source of Plato's doctrine of superhuman

ideas as the regnant principles of the human mind;

for those ideas are not described as modes of the

human mind, but as external to the mind, though

intimately connected with it, as divine glories at

which it gazes with a charmed reverence. The doc-

trineofthe non-egoistic nature of all phenomena finds

distinct utterance even in so recent a writer as Bishop

Berkeley, who was Platonic in his spirit and style,

though he was an ardent nominalist. In the first

paragraph of his Principles of Human Knowledge,

Berkeley describes ideas as follows: "It is evident

to any onewho takes a survey of the objects of human

knowledge that they are either ideas actually im-

printed on the senses or else such as are perceived

by attending to the passions and operations of the

mind, or lastly ideas formed by the help of memory

and imagination." It is clear that he uses the term

idea with the same breadth of meaning as Descartes

and Locke, to denote all phenomena, whether sen-

sible or supersensible. In the next paragraph, con-

trary to the theory of Descartes and Locke, perhaps

unconsciously, he says the ego is something besides

these, as a different thing from them. "But, besides

all that endless variety of ideas or objects of knowl-

edge, there is likewise something which knows or

perceives, and exercises divers operations, as willing,

imagining, or remembering about them. This per-

ceiving, active being is what I call mind, spirit, soul,

or myself. By which words I do not denote any one of

my ideas , but a thing entirely distinct from them. "

This is clear and distinct verbally. The non-ego,

according to this, is immediately known, and that

with indubitable certainty, because it constitutes the

phenomena of sense and consciousness. Whenever

the mind acts or is conscious, the non-ego is then

present as a known object. This is the most simple

and easy method that couldbe invented of transcend-

ing the ego . The non-ego is of two kinds, sensation

and reflection; and the former,according to Berkeley,

is createdby God, and the latterby the humanmind,

or ego.

This theory, in the first place, is antiquated by

modern psychology, which makes all phenomena to

bemodes of the ego, and one with it. In the second

place, the distinction between ego and non-ego is

merely verbal, an intellectual void. The ego, ren-

dered absolutelyunphenomenal, is therefore unknow-

able and inconceivable. So that it cannotbediscrimi-

nated from or identified with anything whatsoever.

On the other hand, if all phenomena are non-ego,

most or all of our mental processes, so called, lose

their sighificance. All pronouns, personal and pos-

sessive, are nullified . Thought, feeling, volition, are

neither states nor qualities nor acts of the mind or

spirit; and we have no means of knowing that they

represent our mind or spirit, or sustain any relation

to it. All principles are destroyed, and all intel-

lectual guides and indicators are obliterated; and it

is utterly gratuitous to talk of the mind or ego form-

ing and compounding ideas of reflection by the help

of memory and imagination, or any other way.

Every assertion whatsoever concerning its nature

and action and relations is utterely unwarrantable.

In the third place, its explanation of the origin

and existence of sensible phenomena by referring

them to the creative will ofGod is a vast and needless

leap, however pious. A philosopher will spare him-

self such an effort, if he can find an easier explana-

tion; and this explanation is found in the subjectivity

of all phenomena. But it may be also found in

Berkeley's own doctrine of the ego. If it is unphe-

nomenal and the author of the ideas of reflection, it

may be the author of the ideas of sensation. The

only objection he brings against the subjective origin

of the sensible work is that it is involuntary. He

assumes that it is different from us, because against

or irrespective of our volition, forgetting that he has

already defined volition as non-egoistic: so that to be

different from it is not to be different from the ego.

The Locat Ego conceived as Super-sensible and

Sensible Phenomena as Non-ego .

The next method to be noticed is that which defines

the sensible phenomena only as non-ego, and affirms

that all the phenomena of interior consciousness are

egoistic. This is the old dualism of matter and spirit

in its purity. On this theory, the non-ego is composed

of our organism and all sensible objects beyond it ;
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and then all that is identified with the remaining

forms ofexperience are ego, spirit. We are conscious

of various experiences which have in them no ele-

ment of extension or motion or any recognized form

ofmatter or sense. These are all egoistic and spir-

itual, and modes of the ego, which pronounces itself

a spirit in distinction from matter ; and it is also con-

scious of perceiving sensible phenomena as external

to itself andnon-egoistic.

This sensible non-ego has been considered bymany

others as only a series of images flashed upon us by

God, aseries ofdivine acts, a multifarious form of the

divine energy. But that involves vast theistic as-

sumptions, and such a creed should wait on proof or

some reasonable evidence. It is more simple and

ulterior to say with common dualists that matter is

a solid, forceful reality of many varying forms or

modes, which, accordingto its nature and internal

relations and its various external relations, operates

upon itself and uponus.

As the personal ego is thus contradistinguished

from matter, it is free from all the elements of muta-

bilitywhich are characteristic of all the organic forms

of matter; and its immortal capability and independ-

ence are thus disclosed as possible and highly prob-

able. We hence see also that it cannot be evolved

from any previous condition of matter.

This is a fair picture; but, like all pictures, it shows

onlyone side. It is dualism in its most unsophisti-

cated form of philosophic creation. A lunatic said

he had two sides to his head, a potato side and a

brain side; and that he was sane or insane according

as he spoke from one side or the other of his unfor-

tunate cephalic dualism. We have seen one side :

now letus see the other. This other shows all human

action, utterance, and history a mere dead force.

The soul of things is fled. Man has left the stage,

and mere puppets play in his place and name. All

men, so called, and all their motion and action and

speech, as known to each other and to history, are

only the motions of organic matter, never of real

menand human beings. All the play of domestic

and social or public life and interest, all the inven-

tions and discoveries of physical science, all physical

work, pleasures, pains, battles, sieges, wounds, heal-

ing, nursing, are nothing essentially human, only the

various play of material elements. War, murder,

death, birth, marriage, kisses, tears, laughter, groans,

and songs have all lost their chief, their human sig-

nificance and importance. Where before we had

seen the flow and eddyings of a vast and varied tide

ofhuman beings, now wallowing in vice or reeking

withblood and crime, now flashing with the corus-

cations of bright genius, now gleaming in the loveli-

ness of beauty, or shining in the loftier power and

charm of pure goodness, we now see nothing but so

many automatic motions of matter as distinguished

from spirit, non-human, unconscious. It may be said

that these phenomena are symbols of human reali-

ties. But, as a system of symbolism, it is not less

ghastly than the Ancient Mariner's company of dead

shipmates working at the ropes, without the asso-

ciated relief or explanation of angelic agency.

The further and popular allegation that these bod-

ies are really alive, conscious , and purposeful, being

animated by spirits which use them as their several

instruments, is good, if admitted; but it furnishes a

reason for its own rejection. For, if a finite spirit can

give life and conscious energy and purpose, much

moremay the Infinite Spirit do the same for all these

forms ; and, for aught we can see to the contrary, the

evolution of this result may be, under certain condi-

tions, a necessity from nature's intrinsic force. And,

as this is the more simple and scientific hypothesis, it

is to be preferred, so thatweare boundtodispense

with the hypothesis of finite spirits distinct from

matter, and step at once on to the more solid and sen-

sible foundation of materialism, pure and simple.

istic is as well proved as that any of our mental

states are.

The Local Ego defined as Organic and the Non-

ego as Extra-organic, which gives us the

Physiological Ego.

This brings us to the physiological ego of the ma-

terial monists, who hold that mind and matter are

one, and differ only in their aspects or phases ; that

the organism is the ego, which changes as changes

the organism, and which therefore begins and ends its

existence with the animated organism. This theory

is burdened with the contradiction of consciousness

affirming personal unity and sameness all through

life, while its individual substance is not the same.

The me of yesterday is not the me of to-day, while

consciousness affirms that it is . No one ever at-

tempted in a criminal court to prove an alibi on the

ground that the crime imputed to him was committed

a long time ago, though on this theory he has abun-

dant right todo so. Thespontaneous as well as the re-

flective action of consciousness repudiates the theory;

and all human institutions are based on that repudi-

ation, for they all assume the continued personal

sameness through all organic changes. Without this,

society could not exist, and life itself would be impos-

sible. To say that the ego, or conscious unity, is the

organic unity, which at any moment prevails, is only

to say that this ego is forever changing, never the

same; because this is the case, not only with the mate-

rial particles of the organization, but also with the form

and action of the organic structure in many of its

functions and faculties. On this theory, it is true that

we may say "I"; but it must always be of as well as

in the present only. It is I who write this word, but

it is not the same "I" who wrote some of the earlier

pages. Yet my consciousness affirms that it was the

same "I" who wrote at the far distant times, thus

contradicting the theory. In all this, it is like the

antiquated French sensism.

On the other hand, it is very clear that there is a

relation of responsibility between successive periods

of the same community. A nation may be saddled

with a duty to-day, because of an act of the nation

generations or centuries ago. This is constantly seen

in the action of its internal economy. It is exempli-

fied very constantly in the application of common

and statute law; and we all easily see how certain

actions of parents may devolve obligations on their

heirs for generations, and one administration of

government devolves obligations on another, though

the latter may be of very different political views.

But it is only by mental confusion that any one can

imagine, as some have done, that these facts favor the

doctrine of physiological egoism. The communica

tion of responsibility is not limited either to the same

individuality or organic connection, but only by

power and circumstance. The story of the "Good

Samaritan" suffices to show that responsibility is

derived from opportunity and power in given cir-

cumstances, no matter who is responsible for the

situation. An action of one generation devolves

duties on another generation, not because the latter

generation is morally responsible for the first, but

because each and all are under obligation always

to do the best they can with their powers and op-

portunities. Our relations to each other, whether

individual or corporate, affect our obligations, not

because we are parts of a common and organic indi-

viduality, but because of our personal individuality

in relation to others. Each is responsible for his own

action in all connections, and that collectively con-

stitutes the action of the whole.

On the physical side, there is found in the modern

discoveries, by the microscope, of germ-cells a strong

argument in favor of a bold utterance to the effect

that personality is but the abiding expression of an

organic combination whose constituents are always

changing. The organism is made up of an indefinite

number of microscopic cells, each of which is alive ,

an organism in itself, and gifted, like the general

organism into which it enters, with the power of pro-

creation or self-multiplication, and that by three (or

four) different methods. According to this, there is

a combination of a vast number of individualities

in each organism, and our personal individuality

This theory is utterly without proof or evidence at

any point ; and it is everywhere inconceivable, be-

cause it is either a mental void or a self-contradic-

tion. As we know of no mental phenomena disso-

ciated from matter, so we have no evidence that they

are not at the bottom the same. There are different

classes of phenomena, but this is no proof that they

have not the same subjectand substance. It is also

too late inthe day to pronounce all sensible phe- is their combined and organized expression and rep-
nomenato be non-ego. So far as the ego is connected

with the organism, it is identified with the organism.

Wealways say "me" and "my" concerning bodily

forms, feelings, and motions, and that they are ego-

resentative ; and that its continuity and responsibility

are analogous to that of a municipality or a nation,

which in its corporate capacity is represented by

its legislature, its executive, and its judiciary. Com-

munities are held responsible, though always chang-

ing, and in this they are like our organic individu-

ality; and they, too, are organic individuals, only

they are more complex organisms than that of our

body. To escape this result, a result which was

claimed before these cells were discovered, dualism

was invented, according to which the organism is

not the ego or a constituent of it, that the ego is

aspirit in contradistinction from matter, spirit being

alleged tobe one and simple and continuous, and that

the individuality of communities is only figurative.

Sensism can defend itself against dualism by show-

ing the radical, logical inconsistencies of the latter.

Yet the latter possesses a vast andmanifest advantage

in its appeal alike to reason and consciousness in

support of its fundamental position that the ego is

substantively one and the same through all organic

or other changes. This is infinitely more sublime

than its opposite, and it is in perfect accord with all

mental and moral phenomena; while its opposite is

not. However much we may explain and evade, it

still remains clear that responsibility belongs only to

agents; and these are responsible only for their own

action, not for any action which is attributed to them

hypothetically merely because of certain organic as-

sociations . Two animals of different species have

been organically spliced together, so that they shared

the same blood and organic life; and what fed or

poisoned either fed or poisoned both. Men mightbe

treated in the same way; and nature did this for the

Siamese twins. A good ınan and a bad man might

thus be conjoined, retaining their separate and oppo-

site moral consciousness and character, which are

always wholly and absolutely individualistic. In

the community, each is responsible only for himself;

and, if he suffers from others, that is not a moral

consequence relative to himself, is notamoral punish-

ment to him. On the assumption of this perduring,

substantive individualism, all thought and all action

proceed; and no analogies or arguments can change

or obscure it. Here, sensism of every form is baffled

andbeaten into hopeless defeat.

But though dualism is irrefutable in its affirmation

of an ego which remains absolutely the same unit all

the way through the progression of the hours and

years with their multifarious metamorphoses; yet

it has a weak point which it cannot protect,-its

denial of the unity of body and mind. Here, the

physiological psychologists occupy an impregnable

position . Their arguments against dualism are con-

clusive, and they ought to be repeated till they be-

come universally effective. There is a law of invari-

able relations between certain conditions of brain

and certain forms of consciousness, and these con-

nections are historic and evolutionary. This ego,

therefore, is not strictly constant, but variable. It

constitutes the aggregate of conscious states existing

at any given time. Hence, also, it has all the exten-

sion which belongs to organic phenomena. This in-

dividuality is an inconstant field of life, of special

form and development, a definable portion of the

larger life of universal nature, a portion which is

transient, as all the various forms of this universal

nature are transient. This ego is therefore suscep-

tible of disintegration in various forms and degrees,

and to the utmost; and with the signs of such opera-

tions we are painfully familiar in bodily diseases, in

mental derangement, and in some forms of vice and

crime. Since this ego is composed of all organic

forms and forces and motions, with the brain as the

central organ of bodily synthesis, sympathy, and

synergy, it follows that the disorganization of the

cerebral centre is the dissolution of this ego, so far

as the dissolution of the physiological unity extends.

On physiological grounds (which are also ultimately

psychological grounds), Dr. Maudsley is rigidly just

and scientific in using the following language : "The

consciousness of self, the unity of the ego, is a conse-

quence, not a cause ; the expression of a full harmo-

nious function of the aggregate of differentiated mind

centres, not a mysterious metaphysical entity lying

behind function and inspiring and guiding it; a sub-

jective synthesis or unity, based on the objective syn-

thesis or unity of the organism. As such, it maybe

obscured, deranged, divided, apparently transformed.

For each breach of the unity of the united centres is

abreach of it : subtract any one centre from the inti-

mate physiological co-operation, the self is pro tanto

weakened or mutilated ; obstruct or derange the con-

ducting function of the associating bonds between

the various centres, so that they are dissociated or
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disunited, the self loses in corresponding degree its

sense of continuity and unity; stimulate one or two

centres or groups of centres to a morbid hypertrophy,

so that they absorb to them most of the mental nour-

ishment and keep up a predominant and almost ex-

clusive function, the personality appears to be trans-

formed; strip off awhole layer of the highest centres,

you reduce man to the condition of one of the

higher animals ; take away all the supreme centres,

you bring him simply to the state of a sentient creat-

ure; remove the centres of sense, you reduce him to

abare vegetative existence, when, like a cabbage, he

has an objective, but no subjective ego. (Body and

Will, Part Third, Sec. 6.)

To this theory considered as"the conclusion of the

whole matter," a fatal objection is presented by one

of our modern sciences, the science of optics, whose

long and undisputed deliverances on this subject Mr.

Maudsley and all physiological egoists here overlook.

Optics teaches that the objects of sight are never the

same as those of touch: so that the tangible and visi-

ble organism are not only dissimilar, but numerically

different. It follows that there are at least two phys-

iological egos; and there is no unity or community

between them, unless we go back to an extra-physio-

logical and extra or supra organic reality and agent,

which is common to both of these organisms , and to

all phenomena ; and this agent is our absolute Ego .

Thus, this physiological egoism is broken utterly

asunder; and it can find no rational or logical and

scientific bond until it abuts on our basis and adopts

ourdoctrine of an absolute and universal Ego as well

as the sub-doctrine of a local and physiological ego,

as one of the generic classes of the modes of the

great and absolute Ego .

This narrow conclusion of pure organicism is the

prevailing view of modern science working on the

physiological side of our nature. It is modern sen-

sism, and it coincides with a very early, if not primi-

tive, notion of man. Indeed, it shows the still common

and popular line of demarkation between the ego

and non-ego; and, in spite of themselves, it invades

all isms and theories. But a faithful and progressive

conformity, to this method leads us to far loftier

heights and broader and grander vistas than material

monism can ever attain. It leads us to the discovery

of an Ego which is infinitely more glorious than the

organic or physiological ego. The same style of in-

vestigation and argument which identifies the organic

soul and body or proves the organism to be ego com-

pels us to identify both these and all extra-organic

phenomena with a super-organic ego, commensurate

with them all in duration, in spatial extension, power

and variability,-a modal variability, while itself re-

mains the same, the same substance or force. While

the organism is ego, it is not the whole of ego. All

the known, including the organism as a very small

fraction, is ego; and the physiological ego is not dis-

criminated, as is supposed, fromthe non-ego, but only

from certain other forms of the general or absolute

Ego, and so the degeneration and dissolution of the

physiological ego is only a small modal change in the

absolute or total Ego.

The Panheisenist Ego.

Here creeps in panheisenhism. If there is an ego

general and an ego local, and as many local egos as

animated organisms, and if these constitute all the

knowable universe, what is this but to say, with

Spinoza, that the universe is one being and sub-

stance, with many special forms of conscious, personal

beings of limited power and duration perpetually

evolving from it and then again relapsing into it ? It

will be very natural and easy for some to state my

doctrine in this way, and draw the inference con-

tained in this interrogation . For we are seldom duly

careful or competent to understand an unwelcome

system or theory and its logical issues . Therefore, I

so state it now by anticipation, to prevent such per-

version. The terms above italicized are incorrect . I

have affirmed only one known ego, local or general .

The many local personalities are only apparent. I,

who affirm my personality in connection with my

organism, affirm that other organic forms are not

persons, but only symbols of persons and modes of

myself : so that I recognize but one being in all the

universe, myself, who am the conscious subject of all

the knowable. So that the absolute and universal

being of this theory is an entirely different concep-

tion from the unconscious and impersonal universal

absolute existence of those philosophies which have

been considered pantheistic or panheisenistic. This

existence as expounded thus far in Philosophical

Realism is simply and solely my own conscious in-

dividual self, multifarious and ever-changing in its

conscious states. It is always and forever absolutely

alone, knowing itself only, and evolving only into

new forms of its conscious self without end, but

never more than one consciousness or conscious

subject.

Now, the question arises whether I am the only

reality. On this question there will be no serious

debate, so that we may consider it settled as soon as

raised . We all believe in the existence of other be-

ings. Onwhat grounds ? In experiential knowledge,

Iamshut up to myself, which includes the whole uni-

verse. How can this be scientifically transcended ?

This is the great question for us to answer, now that

wehave thoroughly defined the ego .

CORRESPONDENCE.

A COLONY OF " LATTER-DAY SAINTS" ON

CAPE COD .

Editors of The Index:-

Brigham Young was busy in his endeavors to make

convertsto Mormonism in Boston and its vicinity at

the time that Joseph Smith-the so-called Mormon

prophet-and his brother Hyrum were shot by an

infuriated mob at Carthage, Ill. , in the year 1843 .

He suddenly left the field of his labors for the West

as rapidly as the slower methods of travel of that

day would carry him to accomplish his own partic-

ular and far-reaching projects. Smith and Rigdon,

it is said, were jealous of Brigham's growing influ-

ence with the Mormons at Nauvoo; and he had been

exiled from that beautiful and surprising city under

the guise of missionary work in a portion of our

country that required the services of an adroit and

intelligent manager.

It is certain that his purposes in this direction were

successful to a moderate extent, and that he sowed

seeds of Mormonism in this Commonwealth, before

his departure for the West, that have developed

slowly but surely into the doctrines that he taught

so long ago. There are Mormons in many parts of

New England, and particularly in Massachusetts

there are several communities of these deluded peo-

ple. So little is published in the newspapers con-

cerning them that they come and go unnoticed; and,

indeed, few persons comparatively are aware of their

existence in the Eastern States .

At Dennisport, a fishing village down on Cape

Cod, there is a flourishing colony of the " Latter-Day

Saints."

It was in the early spring-time that the writer

made a pilgrimage to this locality to "see what we

could see" of these particular Mormons. The excur-

sion can be easily made in a day from Boston by

taking an early train on the Cape Cod Branch of the

Old Colony Railroad.

The journey from Buzzard's Bay is a continuous

progress through scenery of the most pleasing charac-

ter,-picturesque without being grand, and sugges-

tive of thrift, peace, and plenty everywhere, if the

old-fashioned dwellings, as well as the new ones, sur-

rounded by luxuriant gardens and orchards, the

pretty lakes, the quaint villages, and evidences of

barter, can give the idea of a population living in the

midst of an abundance of this world's comforts .

Aresident of one of the numerous villages on the

routo, returning to his "native heath," was ready to

give information regarding the "Saints." He had

seen car-loads of Mormons going to their yearly

conference at West Harwich, and had heard they

"hailed" from Boston, Providence, Fall River, and

more distant places. He described them as "a jolly

crowd."

Leaving the railway at the West Harwich station ,

it is but a short drive to Dennisport, two miles dis-

tant. The Jehu of the one conveyance to the village

instantly assumed a mysterious expression of counte-

nance when we asked the most direct way to the

place where the Mormons reside. He"guessed likely

he knew" ; and, with increased gravity, said very

slowly, "We don't call them Mormons down here,

they're 'Saints' ; and I'll take you to see them. Yes ,

I'll tell you all I know about them. It ain't much,

but you're welcome to it."

West Harwich is a lively little town, and wonder-

fully respectable in appearance, with its prettyhouses

andgardens redolent of countless perfumes of flow-

ers, its churches and public buildings, including a

town hall.

It is less than a mile from the hotel in Harwich to

the Mormon settlement, and a stranger would see

no outward evidences of the peculiarities of its res-

idents to distinguish it from any other New England

village of moderate size. Two or three roadways

are closely lined with small frame houses painted

white and having no suggestions of ornamentation,

Theyare most ofthem close to the road, and very few

of the tiny front yards graced with shrub orflower

Green paper window curtains seemed to be the rule;

and all were let down, as though the women folks

were in the back part of the domiciles, and possibly

at work . Driving slowly past all these houses, it

seemed remarkable not to see the face of a single

female or a child; and yet the morning was a most

inviting one to be out doors.

Our driver informed us that as nearly as he could

tell there are about five hundred persons in the vil-

lage. A plain, square, white-painted structure was

pointed out as "the meeting-house"; but there is no

school-house, the Mormon children attending the free

school in Harwich with the other children of the

vicinity. A lovely roadway, bordered with larches

and shrubs and wayside flowers, leads down to the

"Port," perhaps half a mile from the village. Here, a

picture that would have delighted the eyes of marine

artists met our vision. A long wharf extends out

into the ocean, on which are packing-houses, etc., for

the curing and packing of fish. Several fishing-

smacks were lying beside the wharf, which seemed

outlined against the clear blue sky and blue ocean

with peculiar distinctness. The rough garb of the

men at work here and there added to the picturesque

effect. Some low sheds close to the beach are used

as shelters; and in one of these, as there was a stiff

breeze blowing, our team was driven, and we started

on foot to find Captain Howes, one of the most

prominent of the "Saints." He was in a small boat

just going out "for a catch," but at once came in

shore when our driver screamed to him over the

water that "some people from ever so far had come

to see him." The captain was just fitting for such

surroundings,-tanned, weather-beaten, lithe, strong,

andkeen of visage .

"Yes," he said,"he was always ready and willing

to talk of his religion. We are Mormons of the kind

called 'Latter-Day Saints . "

"You admit this ?"

"Certainly," he replied; "butwe do not believe in

plurality."

"Do you mean polygamy?"

"That is just what I mean. The Mormons sepa-

rated at the time of Joseph Smith's death, and some

of them went off to their destruction in Utah with

Brigham Young. We don't countenance them. Our

leader is Joseph Smith, Jr., of Plano, Ill."

"Then you think the elder Joe Smith founded the

Mormon religion ? "

"Yes, we believe he was a true prophet."

"But he originated in Central New York; and there

are many people still living who remember him as he

appeared when he was a lad, his irregular life, and

the true origin of Mormonism after he had pretended

to find some golden plates in a hill near Palmyra."

"Yes, I've heard about those gold plates; but I

don't know much about them," said the captain,

somewhat disturbed.

"Have you heard of Sidney Rigdon, Smith's asso-

ciate, friend, and assistant in the Mormon scheme ?"

"No, I've never heard of him." And then, as

though anxious to hurry through an interview that

was getting to be annoying, he went on of his own

volition to define the articles of the Mormon faith:

"We believe in immersion as the true baptism, be-

cause Christ was baptized in the river Jordan; we

believe no one will be eternally lost, although they

will suffer for the sins done in this body; and we

think Christ is coming in person to reign over us."

"What is your form of worship ?"

"Well [and this seemed to be a vexing question] , we

have a Bible that Elder Pratt translated for us: it's a

good deal like the King James Bible, only things are

explained like, made clear to us. We sing and pray

just like other folks; and we have Sunday meetings ,

and Sunday-school, and week-day meetings."

"Is not your religion a mixture of a good many

religions ?"
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"Yes," he replied, "and the best of them, all put

together." (This, with a smile of inward satisfaction.)

"Andthe Book of Mormon, what of that ?"

"Oh, that is the history of Mormon."

"Have you read it ?"

"No, Ihaven't: Inever saw it."

"Who wrote it ?"

"Idon't know. Smith said he found it ."

The captain said further that he had always resided

at Dennisport; that he was converted by an elder, a

Mormon missionary; that Joe Smith, Jr. , has at-

tended some of the Mormon conferences which are

held in West Harwich yearly, in Ocean Hall, their

own church being too small for the accommodation

ofthe Saints in attendance, residents in New Eng-

land, who are colonized at Providence, Fall River,

Boston, New Hampshire, and elsewhere. He pro-

nounced these conferences as very interesting. " I

wishIhadmore time to tell you of our people," said

the fisherman, "but our Elder can give you further

particulars. " There was just the suspicion of twinkle

in the captain's steel blue eyes, as he gave the ad-

dress, and turned to pursue his calling. The elder

was athome, but reported to be ill. We fancied the

excusewasmade for the occasion, and to evade awk-

ward inquiries.

"It's too bad," said the driver: "he could ha' told

you all about the Saints."

Some less cautious persons were communicative

as to their neighbors of Dennisport. One resident

of Harwich said: "You see, they've lived here so

long, wedon't think of them as Mormons. We trade

with them, but wedon't mix with them socially."

An intelligent woman remarked : " I suppose they

arehonest enough in their business dealings, but I

don'twanttomeetthem orgo near them. The truth

is, theyareunder a social ban."

Another person informed us that all the men be-

longing to the colony of Saints are fishermen, hard-

working fellows. The yearly conference is their

great holiday; and "the Gentiles" (as the Mormons

call other people besides themselves) attend these

meetings with evident pleasure, also.

was room for doubt of his official integrity. That

doubt has been removed frommy mind by the argu-

ments adduced to prove his corruption and by read-

ing the so-called "Mulligan Letters," which have

convinced me that, so far as the transactions are

concerned to which they relate, what Mr. Blaine did

and intended was legitimate and honest. It is quite

evident, to my mind, that the construction put upon

certain words extracted from the letters is not only

not warranted by the letters as a whole, but is incon-

sistent with known facts.

It seems to me that any person conversant with

business affairs and the rules by which they are

governed, who will read the "Mulligan Letters" in a

plain business light, must see that no corruption was

practised or could have been intended by Mr. Blaine

in his efforts as agent for Messrs. Caldwell and Fisher

to place among his friends in Maine a limited amount

of the bonds of the Little Rock and Fort Smith Rail-

way Company. When Mr. Blaine wrote to Fisher

thathe saw "various channels in which he could be

useful" in the matter, and that he should "be no

dead head," the time had passed when he could

officially aid him. This is, I believe, an indisputable

fact ofhistory.*

The rule of construction applied by Mr. Schurz

and others of his class to the letters is absurd, and

unworthy of a manof his standing and intelligence.

Mr. Schurz appeals first to our higher moral sense,

and lays down broad ethical propositions which all

accept as true. He then charges Mr. Blaine with

corruption in office, and attempts to convict him by

his (Blaine's) own words from the "Mulligan Let-

ters," which he construes upon an assumption of

guilt, in utter disregard of the contents of the letters

as a whole, the facts of the transaction, and the

capacity, moral and legal, in which Mr. Blaine was

acting. I am therefore forced to the conclusion that

Mr. Schurz, and not Mr. Blaine, is immoral; or, if

not immoral, that he is incompetent to judge of the

case, and hence not entitled to attention. Concern-

ing the privacy exercised by Mr. Blaine in placing

the bonds, the letters indicate that he was governed

by the wishes of his principal, Mr. Fisher, who for

reasons of his own preferred to avoid publicity. Pri-

vacy in private business not only does not imply

is protected by law and established principles of

right. Mr. Blaine had the courage to maintain this

right in the teeth of his enemies,-a right which be-

longs to all .

Ayoung woman belonging to Harwich described

the conferences as "well worth attending , good

speaking from real smart men, and good singing,

too." The same personadmitted that it is generally | dishonesty and corruption, but is usual, proper, and

knownin the vicinity that, while the Mormons do not

profess to believe in polygamy, they have their free-

will as to an "affinity." Marriages are frequently

broken in this way. "I cannot see the harm," said

she: "people cannot help loving each other, if they

are married." A male relative joining in this con-

versation said: "Well, they generally come back, if

they do go away. One woman was gone to Utah

twenty years with a Mormon; and she's come back,

and is living with her family here." Other cases

were mentioned of a like character; and, on our ex-

pressions of surprise at such a condition of affairs in

old Massachusetts, both the woman and the man

talked lightly of it, one of them concluding with,

"Oh, if you lived here, you would not think so much

of such doings." In short, here, as in all the locali-

ties where the Mormons live, or have lived, they

demoralize their neighbors : their terrible doctrines

permeate the whole moral atmosphere, and, as a

clergyman in Northern Ohio, where the Mormons

made their first settlement, once remarked, "It seems

impossible to get rid of the taint. "

As quietly and as unostentatiously as our visit had

been made, and, so far as we knew, without the

slightest premonition to them, it was obvious that

its purpose was quickly known; and that, while the

neighbors of "the folks at Dennisport" professed a

willingness to tell us all they knew of the Mormons ,

in reality they communicated as little as they could

decently. As an astute old "Cape Codder" said : " We

don't like to offend the Saints. They have some

blacksheep among them of course, like any other re-

ligious society. Generally, they behave well enough .

They don't drink,-at least, they are, as a rule, tem-

perate; and we think people ought to be allowed to

haveanykind of faith they choose, so long as it don't

hurt anybody."
ELLEN E. DICKINSON.

MR. BLAINE'S HONESTY DEFENDED .

Editors of The Index :-

Observing that you do not ignore the Presidential

question, I ask space for a few words on the subject.

As aRepublican, I was opposed to the nomination

ofMr. Blaine onmoralgrounds,believing that there

Your correspondent, Prof. Allen, alleges that "Mr.

Blaine's nomination was forced by the worst elements

of the party," etc. This is, I think, untrue, unless

the great mass, the rank and file of the Republican

party, they who have sustained it and gained its

grandest victories,-are its "worst elements." That

Mr. Blaine was clearly the choice of the great ma-

jority of the Republican party of the country is, it

seems to me, unquestionable. That this great ma

jority is honest and patriotic Prof. Allen will not

deny. They are the men who believed in Abraham

Lincoln and Garfield, and elected them. When Prof.

Allenpenned that sweeping assertion, he had in his

mind's eye, I apprehend, a certain ex-political boss of

our State, who is at war with the head of the institu-

tion with which Prof. Allen is connected. The pro-

fessor may so magnify the proportions of the said

ex-boss as entirely to obscure the grand army of plain

honest Republicans with hard horse sense who are

able to read business letters in a business light, who

have not acquired those arts which distort language

into corrupt meaning where no fact or intent of cor-

ruption exists, and who hence believe in the integrity

of James G. Blaine .

Grant, if you please, what Prof. Allen claims, that

Mr. Cleveland was nominated by the best elements of

the Democratic party against Tammany and Butler,

does that prove him adequate or his party worthy to

rule the country ? I think not. Twenty-five years of

defeat and discipline with the general increase of in-

telligence have done much, it is hoped, to improve the

Democratic party. Its leaders and its rank and file

have been dragged along in the rear of our civiliza-

tion, which it has stubbornly opposed at every step;

and that is still its temper. Present indications are

that another quarter of a century will scarcely bring

*The letters and facts of the transaction show that what

Mr. Blaine did and intended to do was in no sense con-

nected with his official duties, but that it was purely

private and personal, and done in a regular and business-

likeway.

that party to a condition that will qualify it to direct

the course of the government.

But sentiments of political prudery and prejudice

should not decide questions of national welfare. The

balanced mind should weigh against one another all

the considerations on every side. When this is done,

Ibelieve that the people will accept Republican rule

and James G. Blaine as most likely to preserve all

that the country has gained, and to achieve what is

most desirable in the future for national reform and

progress.

R. C. SPENCER.

MILWAUKEE, Sept. 30, 1884.

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION : IS THE

CHOICE STILL OPEN ?

Editors of The Index:-

I am obliged to confess surprise at the conclusion

to which you come in the editorial upon"Public and

Private Morality." It seems to me thatyourargument

ought not logically to lead you to the conclusion that

neither Mr. Blaine nor Mr. Cleveland should be sup-

ported for the Presidency.

In considering the question of achoice between the

two candidates, it must be borne in mind that, when

once anomination has been made, the question passes

out of the hands of the members of the party, and a

reconsideration of the action of the convention be-

comes practically impossible .

If the Democratic Convention had acted with as

full apublic knowledge of the flaw in its candidate's

life as the Republican Convention had of the corrup-

tion of its candidate, the cases would have been par-

allel; and conscientious menwould have been justi-

fied in refusing to vote for either. As a matter of

fact, however, the nomination of Grover Cleveland

wasmade at the instance of the Independents them-

selves; and yet you say that these men should "re-

consider their position, declare theirdistinctive plat-

form, and name their separate candidates." Would

not the Independents, infollowing this course, really

break faith with the Democratic party, which in all

sincerity met their advances cordially, followed their

advice, and as they believed rose to the occasion by

nominating New York's reform Governor as their

common candidate for President ?

Do you not think that the chief influence which

will leadmany clergymen to cast their ballots for St.

John rather than Cleveland will be lack of moral

courage ? Do they not say to themselves, What will

mypeople say of me, if I vote for a man who has this

acknowledged stain upon his private life ? In your

case,moreover, the temptation to yield to this moral

cowardice is even greater than on the part of the

orthodox clergyman. Liberals have been charged

with countenancing free love. In order to avoid even

the semblance of such viciousness, is there not danger

of laying aside the judgment, and thus really injur-

ing the character in the effort to sustain the repu-

tation ?

Alreadythe scandal against Mr. Beecher has been

revived by Republican papers which call themselves

respectable, because he is giving his support to the

Democratic candidate. How much nobler in the eyes

of the highest intelligence is his action than that of

men who, not being enthusiastic for national prohi-

bition, yet find nothing to choose between Cleveland

and Blaine. JUSTICE .

[We are glad that our correspondent has raised his

first point. There is no doubt that many of the Inde-

pendents who are supporting Cleveland are doing it

because they feel that the nomination so commits

them. Especially is this the case, if they were among

those who pressed the nomination upon the Demo-

crats: honor seems to hold them to the choice. But,

in our view, the conditions are now changed by what

has become known concerning Cleveland's private

life, so that no one is bound by honor to support him,

if he now thinks him an unfit candidate. Moreover,

there are thousands of Independent voters who took

no part in the Conference that recommended the sup-

port of Cleveland; and, certainly, every one of these

"carrieshis sovereignty as a voter under his own hat."

With respect to our correspondent's second point, on

which he makes apersonal application, we will only

speak for our own action. We have never been ac-

customed to consider what Mrs. Grundy may say,

andhave not thought for amoment what she is likely

tosay in this matter.-w. J. P.]
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MR. G. H. HEYWOOD, of Princeton, Mass., writes : "It

should be said, relative to your remarks in The Index

of October 2, that the copy of The Word, which seems

so to have exasperated Rev. Mr. Applebee, was sent

himat the request of one of his own parishioners in-

terested, to draw his attention to labor and social

questions of growing importance. Said parishioner

also paid for the papers sent Mr. Applebee. But,

supposing he had not ordered or paid for The Word

sent as above, the statute invites and permits pub-

lishers to send specimen copies to whomsoever they

think best. If the papers are not wanted, the receiver

has simply to say so to the carrier or postmaster,

whose legal duty it is thereupon to notify the pub-

lisher that papers are misdirected or refused. It is

surprising to not a few intelligent people that Rev.

Mr. Applebee is so far behind the times, free-speech

wise. After the rulings of Judges Treat, Nelson, and

Pitman of the United States and States Courts have

completely reversed the irrational attitude of Clark,

Benedict, and other judges, which Mr. Abbot justly

denounced in the columns of The Index and in Lib-

eral League Congresses seven years ago, here is a

minister, claiming to represent Theodore Parker, who

seems far behind even orthodox clergymen on men-

tal liberty issues ! Rev. Mr. Applebee's action calls

to mind the bigots in Park Street Church, who, in

1857, I think, prayed God to put a hook in St. Theo-

dore's jaws and haul him quickly into hell fire !"

BOOK NOTICES .

LIFE AND LETTERS OF BAYARD TAYLOR. Edited by

Marie Hansen-Taylor and Horace E. Scudder. In

two volumes. Boston : Houghton, Mifflin & Co.

1884. Price $4.00.

Apart from its interest as the biography of a brill-

iant and versatile genius, and one of America's most

illustrious littérateurs , this work has a charm of its

own which ought to gain for it readers , even among

the few who do not know Bayard Taylor either

through his lectures or writings, in the fact that this

true storyhas all the ingredients of a first-class novel,

which it reads like in its record of deserved success .

The hero is all one could desire. He is portrayed at

first as young, handsome, in poverty; in love, a gen-

ius, ambitious, enthusiastic ; pure in life and thought,

high in aim; strong, daring, romantic. His love story

is a romance, his beloved is an ideal realized. She is

young, she is gifted, she is daintily lovely. Their

attachment is frowned upon and forbidden by her

worldly-wise parents. Its constancy is tested by years

of patient hopeful waiting on her part, of eager en-

deavor on his. The story told in the beautiful letters

which passed between the two is intensely interest-

ing; and few can read without tears the pathetic end-

ing of that love story in the death of the young wife

of a few months, after all those years of discourage-

ment and patiently borne disappointment.

There can be no doubt, however, that this severe

discipline of hardship and of sorrow in his earlier

years bore good fruit in making Bayard Taylor a

stronger man and writer than he would otherwise

have become, and doubtless made more dear and

earnest the affection he gave to his second choice.

That he was always a man of high moral purpose and

courage, the extracts given from his early correspond-

encewith MaryAgnew show very clearly. We hope

there are still many young men of to-day who may

read these volumes, and find in their own souls an

echoing answer to such brave words as these, written

when he was but twenty-two years old: "I find that,

in the midst of all this toil and struggling which I am

now going through, a strong will is fast growing into

existence,-a will which will do all and dare all. I

am determined to conquer penury and care, and keep,

withal, that love of the pure and the beautiful which

is the soul of true poetry. This determined spirit ,

combined with the enthusiasm of my nature, has

helped to accomplish all which I have yet done, and

will achieve still greater results."

And again, a year later, he writes: "In the contin-

ual struggle after what is good and true, I have

learned self-dependence of thought. I will not suffer

any one to control my own free judgment, though a

sympathy of feeling is always grateful beyond words .

The true, the exalted faculty of thought, can brook

no trammels; and it is now far easier for me to bear

the remonstrances or even pity of those who think I

have fallen away from the good path than to feel the

degradation of having been unfaithful to myself." It

was little wonder that a man like this drew around

him and to him many and high-souled friends, such

as were his for the greater part of his life ; or that

some of these wrote of him, as did one gentleman, his

elder by years, that "his company is again to me in

every respect. He has won my love by his amia-

bility, his excellent heart, his pure spirit, in a degree

of which I did not believe myself capable." It is

pleasant to the expectant reader of this true romance

to mark step by step the progress made in gaining

recognition, honor, fame, tangible remuneration also,

as well as friends and love, so that he could write

appreciatively but a short time before his death, on

the occasion of his being appointed Minister to Ger-

many from the United States: "The world does ap-

preciate earnest endeavor in the end. I have always

had faith; and I have learned to overlook opposition,

disparagement, misconception of my best work, be-

lieving that the day of justification would come."

His work in literature took a wider range than that

of most writers. He was journalist, traveller, lect-

urer, translator, novelist, but most of all a poet; and

to be a poet and a great one was his chief ambition.

Whether he achieved that ambition, other genera-

tions can better decide. That he did exceptionally

good work in that line there is already no doubt.

Taylor was always a worker from beginning to the end

of his public life. His plans widened with his oppor-

tunities; and, at the last, he was obliged to leave

unfinished some of his cherished purposes. He died

inDecember, 1878; and, in the September previous, he

wrote from Berlin, in a letter to Whitelaw Reid, "I

am now sure of securing two to three hours a day for

myself, which is all I need ; and I have the most de-

lightful and generous offers of assistance (in regard

to the Life of Goethe) from all sides." This con-

templated Life of Goethe, however, was scarcely

begun by reason of his illness and death. In spite of

his many disappointments of one sort and another,

his was a brave, busy, earnest, and successful life .

Mrs. Taylor and Mr. Scudder have done their work

as biographers with excellent judgment and rare

good taste. Nowhere do they obtrude their own

individuality as partisans or critics on the reader,

and the story is so felicitously told that it almost

seems to tell itself. These volumes contain so many

literary reminiscences that they must needs become

a necessary part of the library of every lover of or

dabbler in literature, as well as of those of the recog

nized co-laborers of Taylor.

TRUTH.

Hold your grip onwhat is true ,

S. A. U.

For The Index .

Though heaven should fall:

Truth will live to bear you through,

Over all.

Show the world your honest mind,

And never dare

Profane the holy truth you find

Waiting there.

Curses falling thick and fast,

Like stony hail,

Though driven forth by angry blast,

Shall not prevail.

Fiercest storms are soonest spent,

And peace serene

Is like a benediction sent,

To close the scene.

Truth, though crushed, shall rise again

Some other day,

When colors false no longer stain

Fairdisplay.

Though faith maybind the human soul

With creeds of youth,

Our reason sees an aureole

Aroundthe truth.

Ice-guarded truth around the pole

Hath charms to draw,

Though hungering death may wait the soul

Who dares her law.

Behind the facts which nature shows,

Buthalf revealed,

Is truth concealed.

With sphinxy power that no man knows,

All conquering truth shall wear the crown

By natural right,

When all that's false has fallen down

Before her might.

Though prejudice may overcast

Eternal fact,

The truth may stand revealed at last

By nature's act.

Honest thoughts we hare enshrine,

Allhearts to win,

That truth like beacon light may shine

Fromwithin.

A. D. MARCKRES .

Societyfor Ethical Culture, Boston, Mass.
CLARA M. BISBEE , Speaker.

Profoundly impressed with the need of a purermorality,

wehaveunited for the purpose of Ethical Culture.

Our Society, established April 6, 1884, is a continuation ,

in principle, of the Free Society of Dorchester, as founded

by Mrs. Bisbee, July 3, 1881 , and was originated by individ-

uals of the Dorchester Society, with a view to greater
freedom and usefulness .

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES.

1. Association without formal organization.

2. Ethical growth of the individual through personal

friendship and reverent free thought.

MEETINGS.

1. Sunday, 10 A.M.: Young People's Ethical Class, Dor-

chester. Character Talks and the Study of all Bibles .

2. Sunday, 2 P.M.: Young People's Ethical Class, Boston,

Like the Dorchester Class, with addition of courses in

Nature, Hygiene, and Citizenship.

3. Sunday, 3 P.M.: Address to Adults, Boston. Bearing

directly on Human Conduct, and followed by a Free Dis-

cussion on the topic of address.

4. Wednesday, 8 P.M.: Conference of Members as to the

Ways and Means of Ethical Growth, with Reports as to

work accomplished.

5. MonthlyRecreative Assemblies for Adults and Young

People.

To the many Liberals in Boston and vicinity, especially

those opposed to sectarian organization, our Society looks

for earnest co-operation; and, being dependent for sup-

port on voluntary subscription, it asks such aid of all

whose sympathies are with the cause.

Will you kindly express interest, either by a remittance

of money, or by the calling of Free Thought Meetings,

which, on reasonable terms, Mrs. Bisbee will address ?

We cordially invite your presence with us, and solicit an

early examination of ourwork.

SOCIETY FOR ETHICAL CULTURE,

BOSTON, MASS.

Communications should be sent to

MRS. CLARA M. BISBEE,

CLARK STREET, DORCHESTER (BOSTON), MASS.

Theodore Parker's Works.

The Collected Works of Theodore Parker, containing his

Theological, Polemical, and Critical Writings, Sermons ,

Speeches, and Addresses, and Literary Miscellanies .

Edited by FRANCES POWER COBBE. The only complete

edition published. 14 vols. 12mo. Cloth, uncut. Lon-

don, 1867. Reduced from $35.00 to $25 00.

CONTENTS : Vol. 1, A Discourse of Religion. Vol. 2,

Ten Sermons, and Prayers . Vol. 3, Discourse of Theology.

Vol. 4, Discourses of Politics , Vols. 5 and 6, Discourses of

Slavery. Vol. 7, Discourses of Social Science. Vol. 8,Mis-
cellanrous Discourses . Vols. 9 and10, Critical andMiscel-

laneous Writings. Vol. 11, Theism, Atheism, and Popular

Theology. Vol. 12, Autobiographical and Miscellaneous

Pieces. Vol. 13, Historic Americans. Vol. 14, Lessons

from the World of Matter and the World of Man.

For sale at The Index office, and sent by mail or express

to any address.

CHARLES D. B. MILLS

is ready to make engagements with any who may desire

for Lectures, during the season from and after the 1st of

December next. For list of subjects and terms,

Address CHARLES D. B. MILLS,

SYRACUSE, Ν.Υ.

JAMES KAY APPLEBEE

is open to accept engagements for the delivery of SUNDAY

EVENING LECTURES at towns within reach of Boston by

Sunday afternoon trains. For terms and subjects , address

JAMES KAY APPLEBEE, Boston, Mass.

MRS. EMILY J. F. NEWHALL'S

School for Girls and Young Ladies will reopen

Oct. 1, 1884.

As heretofore, its management will be conducted upon

the basis of EDUCATION rather than INSTRUCTION. The

proper use of English will be made an especial feature

of the daily work. Under the direction of John Storer

Cobb. LL.D., from London University, this branch will

comprise a thorough study of the English language, as
well as Latin and mathematics. The illustrated lectures

upon the great tone- masters, the use of the lantern,

andattendance at the Art Museum, will be continued.

For catalogue, address No. 91 Newbury Street, Boston; or

apply between 11 and 1, after September 15.

THE FLORAL WORLD.

ASUPERB, ILLUSTRATED $ 1.00 MONTHLY WILL

BE SENT ON TRIAL

FREE ONE YEAR !

To all who will enclose this ad. to us NOW with 12 2c.

stamps to prepay postage. The Indiana Farmer says:
"Contents interesting and to flower lovers well worth the

price,-$1.00 per year." Sworn subscription list over 12,000

in every State and Territory, Canada, GreatBritain, South

America,Africa, India, and Australia.

Mrs. R. A. Houk, Bingen, Ind., says: "It is the best floral

paper I ever saw. " Mrs. J. W. Fay, Big Beaver, Mich.:

"It is magnificent!" Mrs. R.G. Stambach, PerthAmboy,

N.J.: "Havenever seen anything half so good." Mrs. J. L.

Shankin, Seneca City, S.C.: "It is just splendid."

ADDRESS

The Floral World Highland Park, Lake Co. , Ill.
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DEFOE (DANIEL). Robinson Crusoe

DRAPER(DR. J. W.). History of the Con-

flict between Religion and Science.....

The Intellectual Development of Eu-

rope. 2 vols ...

Scientific Memoirs

EMERSON (R. W.). Essays. First Series, 1.50

Essays . Second Series....

Miscellantes......

Representative Men..

English Traits

Conduct of Life.

Poems
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ADAMS(R. C.). Evolution. ASummary

ofEvidence 80.25
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ADLER(FELIX). Creed andDeed 1.00

AGASSIZ (LOUIS). Methods of Studyin

NaturalHistory. Illus ... 1.50
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AJourney in Brazil. Illus .... 5.00

ALGER(W. R.). ACritical History ofthe

Doctrine of a Future Life... 3.50

Primitive Christianity

Child's Book of Religion.

ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN-

MENTS.. 1.50
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of THE INDEX.

FISKE (JOHN). Myths andMythmakers,
Outlines of Cosmic Philosophy...

TheUnseenWorld, andOther Essays ...

FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHIP IN RE-

LIGION. AVolume of Ten Essays,by

D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow,

Samuel Johnson, John Weiss, O. В.

Frotbingham, W. J. Potter, F. E.
Abbot, J. W. Chadwick, T. W. Higgin-

son, and Mrs. E. D. Cheney,eney, and ad-

dresses by Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

RobertDaleOwen,and others ....

FROTHINGHAM (0. B.). History of

Transcendentalism in New England.
With Portrait of the Author.......

The Religion of Humanity

The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of

schools andHomes

Stories fromthe Lips of the Teacher....

Stories of the Patriarchs

2.00

2.00

2.00

6.00

JOHNSON (OLIVER). Wm. Lloyd Garri-

sonandhis Times. With Portrait and

Introduction by J. G. Whittier

JOHNSON (SAMUEL). Oriental Relig

ions, and their Relation to Universal

Religion:

India

China

LANGE (F. A.). History of Materialism.
3vols...

LECKY (W. E. H.). History of the Rise

and Influence of the Spirit of Ration-

alism in Europe. 2 vols.....

History ofEuropeanMorals fromAugus-

tustoCharlemagne. 2 vols.
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theirLight
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DICKENS (CHARLES). CompleteWorks.

14 vols...

1.00 HUXLEY (T. H.). Man's Place inNature, 1.25

1.00On the Origin of Species .......

LaySermons. Addresses, and Reviews... 1.75

More Criticism on Darwin andAdminis-

POPE'S Essay onMan

PRATT (WM.. M.D.) . A Physician's Ser-

mon to Young Men...

PROCTOR (R. A.). Other Worlds than

Ours: ThePlurality of Worlds studied

under the Light of Recent Scientific

Researches. Illus ...

Light Science for LeisureHours. ASe-

ries of Familiar Essays on Scientific

Subjects

The Moon: Her Motions. Aspect, Scen-

.50

.25

2.50

1.75

ery, andPhysical Conditions. Ilus.. 3.50

The Expanse of Heaven. A Series of
Essays onthe Wonders ofthe Firma-

ment

OurPlace among Infinities. ASeries of

Essays contrasting our LittleAbode

in Space andTimewith the Infinities

around us. To which are added

Essays on the Jewish Sabbath and

Astrology...

2.00

10.50

trative Nihilism ....

1.75 Critiques andAddresses

.50

1.50

AmericanAddresses
1.25

3.00
Science and Culture.

1.50

3.00

INGERSOLL (R. G.). The Gods, and

Other Lectures 1.25

1.50
TheGhosts, and Other Lectures

1.25

1.50
The Mistakes of Moses 1.25

1.50 Whatmust we do to be saved ? .. .25

1.50

1.50 JAMES (HENRY, JR.). The Portrait ofa

1.50 Lady
2.00

1.50

1.50

1.50 JESUS : HIS OPINIONS AND CHARAC-

TER. The New Testament Studies of

aLayman..
1.50

JEVONS (W. S.). Moneyand the Mechan-

ism ofExchange....
1.75 1.75

QUATREFAGES (A. de). The Natural

2.00
History ofMan...

1.00

TheHuman Species
2.00

RAPHALL (MORRIS J.). History of the

Jews from 420 B. C. E. to the year 70

C. E. 2 vols..
4.00

5.00

10.50

5.00 RIBOT (T. H.). Heredity: APsychologi-

cal Study on its Phenomena, ſts Laws,

its Causes, and its Consequences .....

English Psychology.

2.00

1.50

Diseases of Memory...
150

1.50 4.00
The Scientific Evidences ofOrganicEvo-

ROMANES(G. J.). AnimalIntelligence.. 1.75

lution .50

3.00
SAVAGE (M. J.). Belief inGod.

1.00

2.50 LEWES (G. H.). Biographical History of Morals of Evolution
1.00
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Philosophy. 2 vols .......

4.00

Beliefs aboutMan
1.00
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The Story of Goethe's Life
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Riddles
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1.00 The Physical Basis of Mind. Second
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31 ARNOLD (EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama,

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

Beliefs of the Unbelievers . .25
The Study of Psychology, its Object, SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory
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Scope,and Method... 2.00 ofDescentand Darwinism. Illus...... 1.50

The Safest Creed.... 1.00
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Life of Gerrit Smith
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ARNOLD(MATTHEW). Essays in Criti-

cism.. 2.00
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Visions of the Future
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Godandthe Bible 1.50
Life of Theodore Parker . 2.00

= LiteratureandDogma 1.50 George Ripley. 1.25

2.00 LUBBOCK (SIRJOHN). Origin of Civili-

zation, and the Primitive Condition of

Man....

Pre-historicTimes, as illustrated byAn-

cient Remains, and the Manners and

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus .. 5.00

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.
Translated from the German. Illus ... 350

5.00

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs.

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley .. .50

BAIN (ALEXANDER), Mental Science:

ACompendium ofPsychology andHis-
FULLER (MARGARET). Women in the

toryof Philosophy 1.50
Nineteenth Century .. 1.50

TheEmotions and the Will....
Life without and Life within. 1.50

500

b Moral Science: ACompendium ofEthics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50

At Home and Abroad.
1.50

Relations 1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS). Hereditary Genius

EnglishMen of Science.. 1.00
2.00

The Senses andtheIntellect 5.00 Inquiries into Human Faculty and its

BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of
Development...

3.00

Life. 2 vols . 5.00

TheBeginnings of Life; or, The Modes

ofOriginofLowerOrganisms. 2vols.

Evolution andthe Originof Life
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GARRISON (WM. LLOYD). Tributes to
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5.00 BustbyAnne Whitney... .75

2.00 GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-
BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous- erty

ness 1.50

Eating andDrinking 75
Stimulants andNarcotics

Our Home Physician: A Popular Guide

to theArt of Preserving Health and
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GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6 vols .. 12.00

6.00

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-
lessness..

BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. ANovel of New York.. 1.50

The Secret of GoodMemory
.50

The Secret of a Clear Head... .50

BLAINE'S (JAMES G.) Eulogy on James
Common Mind Troubles .50

A. Garfield. With Portrait .. .50

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-

cal Works. Illustrated 2.50

How tomake the Best of Life....

GRAY (ASA). Darwiniana : Essays and

Reviews pertaining to Darwinism

.50

2.00

BUCKLE'S (H. T.) History of Civilization

inEngland...

Essays, withaBiography of the author.. 1.00

BUECHNER'S Force andMatter

4.00

3.25

BURNS (ROBERT). CompleteWorks .... 1.00

CARLETON (WILL). Farm Festivals.
1.00

Illus ....
2.00

FarmLegends. Illus ...
2.00

Farm Ballads. Illus .... 2.00

HALLOWELL (R. P.) . The Quaker Inva-

sion of Massachusetts..

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits andMaps . 6 vols ..

French Revolution. 2 vols .
7.50
2.50

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols ...
2.50

Critical andMiscellaneous Essays. With
Portrait. 2 vols.....

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With

Portraits. 2vols...

3.50 HARRIS(J. C.). UncleRemus: His Songs

and Sayings. The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus..... 1.50

The Faith of Reason

CHADWICK (J. W.). The Bible of To-day, 1.504.00

1.00

HAWLEY (F. B.) . Capital and Popula-
tion:AStudy of the Economic Effects

of their Relations to each other........ 1.50
The ManJesus .
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mean Business.

CHANEY (G. L. ). F. Grant & Co.; or, Part-

nerships. A Story for the Boys who

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

Scarlet Letter...

The House of the Seven Gables .
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Tom. AHome Story. HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-
1.25

CHILD (LYDIA MARIA). Aspirations of

the World: A Chainof Opals..........
Looking toward Sunset....

ative First Cause

Freedom of the Will

.75

2.00

1.25
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Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

Appendixby WendellPhillips. With
Portrait..

HELMHOLTZ ( H.) . Popular Lectures on

Scientific Subjects . Withan Introduc

tionby Prof. Tyndall.. 2.00
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CLARK (EDW. H. , M.D.). Sex in Educa-

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus ...
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TheBuilding of aBrain
1.25
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Diseases of the Nervous System

5.00

1.25
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ingPlace
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Modern Changes of the Earth and its
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SCOTT'S CompletePoetical Works. Illus. 8.00

SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols ... 15.00

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

Memoirand Portrait. 2 vols... 3.50

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.) . The Diseases

of Women....

SMITH'S Ancient History,from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fall of the Western

Empire. Illus . 3 vols......

3.00

6.00

1.75 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00

MILLS(C. D. B). Gems of the Orient.... 1.50
Buddha and Buddhism...

Science of Language .

Lectures on the

Chips from aGermanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II . Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, and Customs. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, and An-

tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology. Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol., $2.00;
theset

Lectures on the Science of Religion :

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or
Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustrated by the Relig-
ions of India

OORT (DR. H.) and HOOYKAAS (DR. I.).

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Studyofthe Bible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges ....

Vol. II. Kings and Prophets

Vol. III. New Testament.....

10.00

2.00

STEWART (S. J.). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatit is andhowit Grew..

STICKNEY (ALBERT). A True Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of "Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful

illustrations
5.00

STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

town Folks . ANew England Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-
landStory

2.50 STRAUSS (D. F.) . The Old Faith and the

2.00

2.00

2.00

1.00

4.00 OSWALD (FELIX L., M.D.). Physical
Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature.....

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

ofthe ChristianReligion andthe Sig-

nificance of its Rise and Decline..... 1.00

1.50

1.50

1.25

1.00

PAINE (THOMAS). Age of Reason.......

Complete Works ...

1.75 PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind
2.25

The Mystery ofPain

Physiology for Practical Use ....

HOLLAND (F. M.) . Reign of the Stoics.. 1.25
Stories fromRobert Browning ..

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

Paper, 35 cts.; cloth,ing...

1.00 HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The

2.00
The New Chemistry..

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Complete in16vols ... 20.00

DANA(R. H. ). Two Yeare beforethe Mast, 1.50

DARWIN (CHARLES). Origin of Species, 2.00
Descent ofMan.......

Journal ofResearches.....

Emotional Expression..............
Animals and Plants under Domestica-

tion. 2 vols ....
Insectivorous Plants

Orchids fertilizedby Insects

3.00

2.00

Autocrat of the Breakfast Table.....

TheProfessorat the Breakfast Table....

ThePoet atthe Breakfast Table......

Poems....

Ralph Waldo Emerson

ElsieVenner

HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-

moir andPortrait. 2vols ..

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.). The Lady of the

5.00

2.00

Aroostook ..

The Undiscovered Country...

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a
Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols.....

ClimbingPlants

1.75

Fertilizationinthe Vegetable Kingdom.
2.00 TravelsandResearches

(Alexanderand William) Lives of. Por-

traits....

1.50

.50

2.00

2.00
2.00

2.00

1.25

2.00

3.50

1.50

7.00

1.50

New...

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

oweto each other...

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-
ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-
five Years ...

UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free
Thought

VOGEL (A.). A Practical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ...

1.50

2.00

.60

Prayers by Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of

Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools and Families. .75 VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

Famous Americans of Recent Times ....

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

tions. 2 vols .

1.50 PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART). The

3.00

Forms ofFlowers...
1.50

PowerofMovement inPlants.
2.00

Vegetable Mould, etc...
1.50

Complete set, 13 vols.. 25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays

1.00
1.75

PARSONS ( THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

theReligion andPhilosophy of Eman-

uel Swedenborg

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.
With Portraits. 2 vols.

Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

traits. 3 vols ......

Gates Ajar ....

Beyondthe Gates.

Doctor Zay

.75 PIERCE (EDWARD L. ). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newlyengraved Likenesses ofSumner.

2vols...

1.50

1.50

1.25 Money, Trade, and Industry.

2.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

6.00

tory Liquor Laws

The Social Law of Labor..

4.50

WALKER (PROF. F. A.). Wages

Money..
3.50

4.00

1.50

4.00

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6

vols. Illus...

10.00

1.25

1.50

4.00

1.50

1.50

2.00

1.50

2.00

6.00

1.50

1.50

WEISS (JOHN). Life andCorrespondence
of Theodore Parker

American Religion

The Immortal Life

Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare

1.25 WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

6.00

Growth of Language

WHITTIER'S (J. G. ) Works,with Portrait 2.00

WILSON (HENRY), Rise and Fallof the

Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols ....... 9.00

Chemistry .50

Physics .50

Physical Geography. .50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

Natural Resources of the United States . .50

MUELLER (F. MAX).

1.50

2.50

Principles of Biology. 2 vols......

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols ........ 4.00
Principles of Sociology. 2 vols....

4.00

4.00

Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00

2.50
Universal Progress.. 2.00

1.50 Essays, Moral, Political, Esthetic..... 2.00

250
Social Statics... 2.00

Data of Ethics 1.25

Study of Sociology.. 1.50
1.25

Education
1.25

2.00
STALLO (J. B.). The Concepts and Theo-

ries of ModernPhysics . 1.75

.25

1.50

TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

Motion
2.50

Fragments of Science...
2.50

Light andElectricity
1.25

Lessons in Electricity.
1.00

Hours of Exercise in theAlps ..
2.00

.50 BelfastAddress..
.50

ures

1.00
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Sawing Made Easy.

MONARCH LIGHTNING SAWING MACHINE

SENT ON

30 DAYS'

TEST TRIAL.

For logging camps, wood-yards, farmers getting out
stovewood, oflog-cutting-it is unrivaled.

vandallsorts osa logs fast and
easy. Immense saving of labor and money. Writo

forelegantly illustrated catalogue in 6 brilliant colors,
alsobrilliantly illuminated poster in5colors. All free,

Agents Wanted. Big money made quickly.

MONARCHMF'GCO., (A) 206 StateSt. , Chicago, Ill

ALL ODDS

Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL'S

Great Letter to Indianapolis Clergymen,

W. H. LAMASTER'S

Lecture on the " God of the Bible,"

and Col. Ingersoll's Lecture on Talmage,

withwood-cut engravings of Col. Ingersoll

and W. H. Lamaster, in pamphlet form,

magazine size, will be ready for delivery on

or about the first day of November, 1884.

The Letter of Col. Ingersoll is in answer to

eight questions propounded to him by lead-

ing clergymen of Indianapolis, and is one

of the greatest literary productions of that

world-renowned man. The Lecture of W. H.

Lamaster we are willing for the impartial

readers to judge of its merits. Please send

in your order immediately, and say that
you saw this advertisement in The Index.

Price 50 cts. , postage free; ten copies and

over, 40 cts. a copy. Liberal inducements

offered to agents.
Address W. H. LAMASTER,

INDIANAPOLIS, IND.

THEBEST EQUIPPED PHOTOGRAPHSOF WORKS OF
RAILROAD IN THE WORLD.

Let it be forever remembered that the

Chicago & North -Western

RAILWAY

is the best and shortest route to and from

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

that it is preferred by all well-posted trav-
ellers when passing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

It also operates the best route and the short

line between

Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapolis
.

Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison,

Fort Howard (Green Bay), Wis. , Winona,

Owatonna, Mankato, Minn., Cedar Rapids,

Des Moines, Webster City, Algona, Clinton,

Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin, Rock-

ford, Ill. , are among its eight hundred local

stations on its lines.

Among a few of the numerous points of

superiority enjoyed by the patrons of this
road are its Day Coaches, which are the

finest that human art and ingenuity can

create; its Palatial Sleeping Cars,

which are models of comfort and elegance;

its Palace Drawing Room Cars ,

which are unsurpassed by any; and its

widely celebrated

NORTH-WESTERN DINING CARS ,

the like of which are not run by any other

road anywhere. In short, it is asserted that

it is the best equipped road in the

world.

All points of interest North, North-west,

and West of Chicago, business centres ,

summer resorts, and noted hunting and

fishing grounds, are accessible by the vari-
ous branches of this road.

It owns and controls over five thousand

miles of road, and has over four hundred

passenger conductors constantly caring for

its millions of patrons .

Ask your ticket agent for tickets via this

route, and take none other. All leading

ticket agents sell them. It costs no more to

travel on this route that gives first-class ac-

commodations than it does to go by the

poorly equipped roads.

Formaps, descriptive circulars, and sum-

mer resort papers, or other information not

obtainable at your local ticket office, write

tothe

GEN'L PASS. AGENT, C. & N.-W. RY

CHICAGO, ILL.

Travels in Faith from

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents er

3174F

The following exampleUnivLib

The Last SulCornellcalled"TwelveGre

The Last Juc

Descent from

VINCI;

AEL ANGELO;

OSS, VOLTERRA; AS-

sumption of the virgin, TITIAN; The Trans-

figuration , RAPHAEL ; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL; HolyNight, CORREGGIO ; Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO ; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.40; or

any one or more at 20 cts . each (with Cata-

logue whendesired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee, Wis.

Robert G. Ingersoll's Writings.

Only authorized editions .

Vol. I.-THE GODS, and Other
Lectures. Contents: "The Gods,"

"Humboldt," "Thomas Paine," " Individ-

nality," "Heretics and Heresies." 12mo,

253 pages . Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. II .-THE GHOSTS, and Other

Lectures. Contents: "The Ghosts,"

"The Liberty of Man, Woman, and

Child," "The Declaration of Independ-

ence," "About Farming in Illinois,"

"The Grant Banquet Toast," "The Past

rises before me like a Dream," "Tribute

to Rev. Alexander Clark," "Tribute to

Ebon C. Ingersoll ." 12mo, 243 pages.

Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. III.—SOME MISTAKES OF

MOSES. 12mo, 278 pages. Cloth, $1.25;

paper, 50 cents.

Vol. IV.-INGERSOLL ON TAL-
MAGIAN THEOLOGY. (New.)

443 pages . Cloth, gilt top, $2.00; plain

cloth, $1.25; paper 50 cents.

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE

SAVED ? 89 pages, 12mo. Paper, 25

cents.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, A

series of articles on the Christian Relig-

ion, by Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, Judge

JEREMIAH S. BLACK, and Prof. GEORGE

P. FISHER. The only complete and au-

thorized edition. One volume, 8vo, 143

pages. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents.

VINDICATION OF THOMAS

PAINE, from the attacks of the

New York Observer. By ROBERT G.

INGERSOLL. Paper, 25 cents.

Just Published:

Ingersoll's Lectures Complete.
Inone superb volume, 1306 pages, octavo,

half calf, gilt, mottled edges. Price, post-

Tradition to Reason. ald

By ROBERT C. ADAMS .

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.

THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT :

Its Philosophical Basis ; Its Gen.

eral Aims ; Its Relation to Chris-

tianity, Unitarianism, and Free

Religion.

THREE ADDRESSES BEFORE THE FREE RE-

LIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, BOSTON, MAY 30,

by Messrs. W. M. SALTER, W. L.

SHELDON, and S. B. WESTON.

WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS
The 32d School Year of this Family and

Day School for Boys and Girls will begin

Sept. 17, 1884. For catalogue address

NATH'L T. ALLEN, WestNewton, Mass.

J. HART & CO.,

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL
RIGHTS MASS MEETING, held
at Lincoln Hall, Washington, D.C. , Octo-

ber 22,1883. Containing the speeches of
Hon. FREDERICK DOUGLASS and Col.
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Large size, oc-

tavo. Paper, price 15 cents.

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa .

INVESTORS
should confer with the

WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO.,

LAWRENCE, KANSAS.

FirstMortgage Real EstateLoans paid

in New York. Absolute Satisfaction
GUARANTEED. For reliability , consult Third

Nat. Bank. N. Y. City, oror Nat. Bank, Lawrence, Kan,

Security large. Interest promptly paid

• Sendfor pamphletwith testimonials, sample forns, etc.
F. M. Perkins , Pres. N.F Hart,( L. H. Perkins, Sec.

J. T. Warne. V. Pres. Auditor. C. W.Gillett,Treas

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points inEurope. Agency

for theAmericanLine of Steamers.

THE

Woman Question in Europe.

PROSE - POEMS AND SELEC-
TIONS from the writings and sayings

of Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Embel-

lished with a steel-engraved portrait of

the author. Beautifully printed on ele-

gant white paper, and in every way a

splendidbook for thecentretable. Price

$2.50.

A Series of Original Essays.

Edited by THEODORE STANΤΟΝ, Μ.Α.

With an Introduction by FRANCES

POWER COВВЕ.

Large Octavo, Cloth Extra, $3.50.

CONTENTS.

Chapter

I. ENGLAND.

I. THE WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE MOVE-

MENT. By Millicent Garrett

Fawcett.

II. THE WOMEN'S EDUCATIONAL
MOVEMENT. By Maria G.

Grey.

III. WOMEN IN MEDICINE. By Fran-

ces E. Hoggan, M.D.

IV. THE INDUSTRIAL MOVEMENT.

By Jessie Boucherett.

V. WOMEN AS PHILANTHROPISTS.
By Henrietta O. Barnett.

II. GERMANY.

I. A GENERAL REVIEW OF THE

WOMEN'S MOVEMENT IN GER-

MANY. By Anna Schepeler-

Lette and Jenny Hirsch.

II . THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

GERMAN WOMEN. By Marie

Calm.

III. HOLLAND. By Elise van Calcar.

IV . AUSTRIA. By Johanna Leiten-

berger.

V. NORWAY. By Camilla Collett.

VI. SWEDEN. By Rosalie Ulrica Olive-

crona.

VII. DENMARK. By Kirstine Fred-

eriksen.

VIIL.

IX.

X.

XI .

XII.

XIII .

FRANCE. By the Editor.

ITALY.

I. A GENERAL REVIEW. By Au-

relia Cimino Folliero de Luna.

II. THE EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENT.

By Dora D'Istria.

SPAIN. By Concepcion Arenal.

PORTUGAL. By Rodrigues de
Freitas.

BELGIUM.

M.D.

By Isala van Diest,

SWITZERLAND. By Marie Goegg.

RUSSIA. By Marie Zebrikoff.XIV .

XV . POLAND. By Elise Oresko .

XVI. BOHEMIA. By Elise Krásnohorska.

XVII. THE ORIENT. By Kalliope A.

Kehaya.

The Secret of the East ;
OR,

The Origin of the Christian Religion

and the Significance of its

Rise and Decline.

By FELIX L. OSWALD, M.D.

Handsomelybound incloth. Price $1.00.

"The work covers a great amount of crit-

ical and historical ground independently of

the Buddhistic analogies; it is in fact avig-

orous, uncompromising outline of Christian

history, with all the weakness and wicked-

ness mercilessly dragged into daylight....

The case against the Christian Church is a

marvellously strong one. The superstitions

and miseries of mediævalism, the woes,

tortures, burnings, rackings, and brutalities

accomplished in the name of Christianity,

are set in blackest array. The Nature-wor-

ship of the pagan Greeks and Romans is set

in contrast. Nor is Dr. Oswald very gener-

ous in admission of improvement in con-

temporary Christianity. To him, it is a

hurtful supernaturalism, impeding science,

diffusing pessimism, promoting hypocrisy,

and repressing the physical nature. His

book is remarkably well written, brilliantly

concise in style, and, aside from its special

theories, of considerable scientific and his-

toric value."--Boston Evening Transcript.

Sentby mail, postpaid, on receipt of price

by the INDEX ASSOCIATION, 44 Boylston

Street, Boston, Mass.

Man --- Whence and Whither ?

By RICHARD B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.B.

Price $1.00.

For sale at THE INDEX office.

THE INVESTIGATOR.

Published every week at the Paine Memo-

rial, Appleton Street,Boston, Mass.

Volume Fifty-second.

Price $3.00 per annum; 75 cts. forthree
months to trial subscribers.

The INVESTIGATOR, as heretofore or since

its first commencement upward of half a

century ago, is devoted to the welfare, im-

provement, and happiness of men and

For sale at THE INDEX office and sent by women here and now, in this world, the

mail, prepaid, on receipt of price.

The Success and Failure of Protestantism,

ALecture before the Society for Ethical

Culture of Chicago, by W. M. SALTER.

Price 10 cents. For sale at THE INDEX
office.

THE PROBLEM OF POVERTY.

ALecture delivered before the Society

for Ethical Culture of Chicago. For

sale at THE INDEX office. Price 10 cts .

THE ABSENCE OF DESIGN IN

NATURE. By Prof. H. D. GARRISON.

A Lecture delivered before the Philo-

sophical Society of Chicago. Price 10

cts. For sale at THE INDEX office.

T

only world of which there is any positive or

demonstrated knowledge. This is the IN-

VESTIGATOR'S basis of acson, and the best
exertions of its manages will alwaysbe

used to render it a free and independent

journal, devoted to the development and
promotion of genuine Liberalism, or Uni-

versal Mental Liberty, Free Thought, Free

Inquiry, Free Speech,and a FreePress.

JOSIAH P. MENDUM,

PAINE MEMORIAL BUILDING,

Appleton St., Boston, Mass.

Fine Cabinet Photographs
OF

Charles Darwin,

Prof. Huxley,

Prof. Tyndall,

John Fiske,

R. W. Emerson,

Herbert Spencer,

H. W. Longfellow,

Charles Sumner,

HE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

tising public is respectfully solicited for

THE INDEX. Though the paper must not be

held responsible for any statements made

by advertisers, the attempt will be honestly

made to keep the advertising pages in en-

tire harmony with its general character and

principles. To this end, all improper or
blind" advertisements, all quack adver- Geo. Jacob Holyoake,

tisements, and all advertisements believed

to be fraudulent or unjust to any one, will

be excluded from these columns.

ADVERTISING RATES.

For 1 to 12 Insertions,.

"13 " 25

" 26 "

"52

51
66

10c. per line.

8c.
66 "

6c.
" "

Бс.
"

Wendell Phillips,

W. L. Garrison,

Theodore Parker,

Felix Adler,

M. J. Savage,

F. E. Abbot,

Frances Power Cobbe,

0. W. Holmes,

J. G. Whittier,

Geo. Wm. Curtis,

are for sale at this office at50 cents each,

andwill be sent by mail to any address on

Onhalf-column advertisements, a discount

of 10percent. will bemade; on full-column
advertisements,a discount of 25 per cent.

On all advertisements for which cash is receipt of price.

paid in advance, a further discount of 25per

bemade.

For sale at THE INDEX office, 44 Boylston cent. onthe total, as above calculated, will,

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price 15cents. Street, Boston.

Address
THE INDEX,

44Boylston St. , Boston, Mass.

1
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THE mortality of the globe, as given bya foreign

journal which has made the computation, is as

follows: per minute, 67 ; per diem, 97,790 ; and

per annum, 35,639,835 ; whereas the births are

36,792,000 per annum, 100,000 per diem, and 70

perminute.

THE slaveholders in Brazil are bitter in their

denunciations of the government that recently

passed a law to hasten emancipation, and are

using everymeans possible to defeat it at the next

election. A curious feature of the fierce contest

is the sympathy of the British residents and bond-

holders with the slaveholders' party. The fierce-

ness of the agitation, it is said, recalls the condi-

tion of this country in 1860.

SAYS the Boston Transcript : " It is so foreign to

our common notions to look for anything in the

way of progressive thought from Spain-though

Republicanism, as Señor Castelar's papers proved,

is hardly further beneath the surface there among

the intelligent classes than in England-that it is

with surprise as well as pleasure that we receive a

pamphletcontaining an address on 'Woman : Her

Moral and Political Influence,' by the Viscount

de CampoGrande, delivered before the Royal

Academy of Moral and Political Sciences two

years ago. His views are interesting more as

revealing the better sort of Spanish grandees'

endeavor to keep pace with the progress of the

world, and their temper and point of view in ref-

erence to such a thing as thewoman question, than

as contributions to the solution of the problem.

The translation is from the hand of Mrs. Thomas

Nickerson, of Newton Centre."

SAYS the Radical Review : "The aims and doings
of the Society of Ethical Culture have been re-

peatedly referred to in the columns of the Review.

To-day, we wish chiefly to speak of one feature of

its work in which we are especially interested, and

which is of prime importance for the future of

Liberalism,-theeducation of children in practical

morality. It is here that the society is destined

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

todo truly great work, and we cannot too strongly | daily edition, and are sustained by special sub-

urge parents to co-operate with it in this important

mission. Mr. Salter meets his children's classes

once aweek, to teach them bythe hand of fable

andhistory, with precept and example, the duties

ofman toman. As yet, the work is in its infancy;

and the number of children who can be brought

under the influence of this excellent instruction

is a very limited one. We sincerely hope that

Mr. Salter will receive all possible aid in this part

of his work, and that the Ethical Society will be

upheld by all true Liberals in the city of Chicago

for their children's sake."

THE Parker Memorial Science Class devoted

its entire session last Sunday to exercises in mem-

ory of the late Miss M. A. Hardaker, who, until

her health failed, was one of the most active and

useful members of the Class. The president, Mr.

John C. Haynes, was in the chair. B. F. Under-

wood, who made the opening address, was followed

by Mrs. Moodyof Malden, Mr. S. H. Roper, Mr.

Clement, editor of the Boston Evening Transcript,

Mr. W. R. Spear, Mr. W. H. Hamlen, Mr. W.

Mitchell, Miss Agnes Burke, Mrs. Sara A. Un-

derwood, Miss Ella Johnson, Mrs. Tower, Miss

Adams, and Mr. D. H. Clark, who all spoke from

personal acquaintance with Miss Hardaker. None

of the speakers indulged in the fulsome praise and

the solemn platitude so common to memorial ser-

vices. On the contrary, the addresses were marked

by discrimination in their estimate of the charac-

ter of the deceased as well as by evidence of sor-

row at the loss of a friend, a member of the Class ,

and an able, earnest, and independent thinker and

writer. The exercises were a fitting tribute to the

deceased.

REFERRING to the action of the National Lib-

eral League at its last Congress, the Radical Re-

view says : " This [the evil effect of adhering to the

repeal policy] was being perceived by many Lib-

erals; and, as our readers know, amovewas being

made to effect a reconciliation between the hostile

factions. The Liberal League Convention, if we

are rightly informed, would not listen to anything

so base, but in strange inconsistency elected Col.

Ingersoll, who publicly disapproved of the policy

to which the League pledged itself in 1880, to the

Presidency; and Mr. Charles Watts, who played a

similar rôle in England, to the Vice-Presidency.

If there is any other explanation of this action

than that the League lacks vitality and is really

dead, we do not know it. Had the Cassadaga

Lake Convention elected Messrs. Ingersoll and
Watts to the chief offices after rescinding the

action pledging the League to the repeal of the

national obscenity law, or had it elected men favor-

ing that policy, there would have at least been

consistency. In stultifying itself in the manner
indicated, the Cassadaga Lake Convention reaped
little honor for Liberalism."

REV. MR. CRAFTS, of Chicago, wants newspaper

subscribers to unite in a protest against Sunday
editions. Hedoes not seem to know that Sunday

papers are published because there is ademand

for them. Sunday papers are independent of the

scribers, and supported therefore by those who

want them. Mr. Crafts suggests, too, that printers

and reporters strike everywhere against the Sunday

paper. He evidently thinks that the Sunday

paper is the result of Sundaywork. If his anxiety

is for the printers and reporters, why does he not

protest against the Monday edition ? Says the

Inter- Ocean : "The newspaper man is in no need of

philanthropic sympathy; and a well-conducted

Sunday paper is a blessing, a boon, a practical

benefit, and may be made a moral comfort to

society, and is in no sense an injury or a dis-

turbance. The Sunday paper not only does not

secularize the Sabbath and imperil the nation, but

it exerts as moral an influence upon both as can

any other agency of intelligence, spiritual or in-

tellectual, that operates by the wisdom of man.

The Sunday paper is an institution of education.

It came in obedience to the requirements of a

more active and far-reaching thought, a more

generally diffused knowledge than formerly ob-

tained. It is unassailably fixed in the good opin-

ion of the public, and only material inexcellence

candefeat the life of the Sunday newspaper."

In an article on the degeneracy of family char-

acteristics, suggested by the death of Henry Clay,

grandson of the brilliant orator and statesman,

from the effect of a wound received in a drunken

brawl, the Chicago Inter-Ocean remarks : " Осса-

sionally, we see instances where the order of great-

ness is maintained through several generations, as

in the notable experience of the Adams family,

where the great-grandson borrows little from the

fame and reputation of his honorable ancestors,

and yet lives as high in regard and holds equal

place in individual character and in intellectual

attainment. It is difficult to understand why the

qualities of a superior mind are so seldom trans-

mitted from one generation to another, and it

seems impossible that the explanation should be

a deficiency of brain power or mental capacity."

The Inter-Ocean thinks it is really not a question

of heredity, but of education. The success of the

parents begets conditions that deprive the children

of experiences, such as were incentives to their

own endeavors and helped to lay the foundations

of their own success. Young menwho are shielded

against the pressure of untoward circumstances,

without exercising their own intelligence and in-

dustry, and who evade the rigors of self-restraint

bydissipation, are very liable to drift, making no

earnest, well-sustained effort and often yielding to

the allurements of debilitating vices. The lesson

to be learned from that phrase of ignominyknown

to every civilized age, "Degenerate son of a noble

sire, " is to check the license allowed to youth in

the use of money and dependence upon parental

aid. " The sons of rich fathers should be taught

self-reliance, a virtue that the sons ofpoverty learn

of necessity ; and, until that sort of discipline is

putupon the growing mind and disposition, noth-
ing else is to be expected than that the sons of
mendistinguished above the people will fall below

themoral and serviceable standard of the people."
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INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR PUB-

LIC OPINION.

- -

Public opinion is a powerful unwritten law in

human society. But it is no impersonal entity.

It is not an abstract, irresponsible thing whose

sources cannot be traced. It derives its power

solely from individual minds and characters. It

has no vitality apart from the active vital opinions

of living men and women. Its roots run down

into the personal sentiments, impulses,and activi-

ties of individual lives. It has a personal source

and cause. It is the aggregate power of the domi-

nating individual opinions in any community. It

is a power that works for both goodand evil. For

which it shall work depends upon whether the

personal source whence it springs is of good or

evil quality. People who live upon a low moral

and intellectual level and pursue ignoble objects

degrade the moral standard of the community

about them, and infect the moral atmosphere with

corrupting elements. People who live honestly

and nobly help to raise to ahigher level the whole

surrounding community.

plished, social progress is made,because there are

always some people who keep working away for

preciselythese ends. By here a little and there a

little, the thought and feeling of the community

are changed, obstacles give way, and the goal is

reached. It is not done by any chance drift of

opinion, by waiting for something to turn up,

much less by any miracle; but it is done by the

steady fidelity of those who see the better thing in

standing heroically to what they see until public

opinion is converted into an agency for doing it.

There are special reasons at this time, and in

this country, why individual faithfulness in en-

lightening and elevating public opinion is particu-

larly demanded. One of the most alarming feat-

ures of American society at present is the prev-

alent disregard of integrity in respect to financial

obligations and trusts. Delinquencies of this kind

-defalcations, embezzlements, swindlings-have

been of late of such frequent occurrence among

men who have acted as officers and agents of

financial corporations, orhavehad the use of trust-

funds, or have held official positions ingovernment

service, as to suggest that there must be some

contagious epidemic of mental or moraldisease.

And there is moral disease at the bottom of the

trouble. Physicians speak of certain physical

organs which, having lost their healthful vitality,

can no longer normally discharge their functions

as having suffered "degeneration." So, in these

breaches of financial trust, there is degeneration

These commonplace truths, which everybody

will assent to, should lead to a higher regard for

the law of moral accountability contained in them.

The fact that each person helps to make public

opinion puts into his hands a powerful lever

which he may use for the public good. Public

opinion is a force which has more to do with shap-

ing people's characters than have government and ❘ of the sentiment of honor and of the faculty of

laws. It is a power behind law and government

which shapes even them. To stand with one's

hand on public opinion is to stand, therefore, at

the very sources of the power that moves the

human world, with the opportunity to turn it at

one's will. A wise educator of public sentiment

is a savior of the race. But it is educated charac-

ter rather than learning that is invested with this

high office. Enlightened individual opinion, di-

rected by moral earnestness,-this is the power

needed behind publicopinion tomake itan effect-

ual instrumentality for promoting public benefit.

that public opinion does not demand such atreaty

in terms which the two governments could not

help but heed is only confessional proof of its own

laxity in passing judgment on these great financial

criminals, who are the legitimate product of the

gambling spirit which rules with such immunity
in the business world.

Again, the aspect of political questions in our

country at this time loudly calls for the elevating

influence of a nobler public sentiment. Goodmen

of all parties can but be grieved at the demoraliz-

ing spectacle presented by the Presidential cam-

paign through which the nation is now passing.

Neither of the two leading candidates for the

Presidency satisfies the moral sentiment of the

country: not that a perfect character is to be ex-

pected in a candidate,but that the moral sense of

the country does demand that the President shall

be a man free from great transgression, whether in

his official or personal character. There are large

numbers of people who confess inprivate that the

two prominent candidates fail to meet this de-

mand, who are yet going to sacrifice their own

opinion to the party pronunciamento and work

and vote for one or the other of them. And yet

nothing is more needed for the purification of

politics than just this outspoken voice of the up-

right individual conscience. If the moral sections

of the two great parties at this time had not been

so ready to yield their own conscientious convic-

tions to party authority, the country might have

been saved frommuch that is now most demoraliz-

ing in the Presidential campaign. Even now, their

protest should be spoken,though it maybe too late

to change the conditions of the present problem.

But it is not too late for changing the conditions

of comingpolitical problems. It is not too late to

set political conventions a lesson they will not be

likely soon to forget, nor to begin to create a

public opinion that shall shape the issues of the

Presidential campaign four years hence. And it

is due to the best interests of his party as well as

his country that every one who is dissatisfied for

moral reasons with the Presidential nomination

which his party has made should speak out his

most genuine convictions, his highest moral con-

conscience. In the prevailing haste to get riches,

or through the strong preference of a large body

of mentally enterprising persons, who have not

riches, to live by their wits on financial specula-

tions rather than by the prosaic processes of com-

mon industry, the simple virtues of honesty and

honor, which are the very bond of civilized society,

are lost sight of and violated. Conscience inevita-

bly becomes callous under the operation. The

moral perception is enfeebled, until the manwho

would feel himself forever disgraced by being

caught at petty larceny from a shop window will

coolly take a hundred thousandor a million dollars

intrusted to his care in a corporation-safe or a

bank-vault, and walk off with it apparently with-❘viction, and be ready to act upon it in the

out a compunction. But the disease is not con-

fined to himself. The trouble lies back of his de-

generation of conscience. Possibly he might have

been saved from such fatal degeneration, if the

public opinion of the business world had held him

to stricter account in his business methods while

he was in smooth sailing, and before he took the

final plunge. Did he feel the least frown from the

And this is a power that is mighty in its results,

when it is once fairly aroused. But the arousal is

not so frequent as it might be. The trouble is that

too many of those whose natural province it would

be to shape public opinion to good ends are too

fond of their own ease, too averse to self-sacrifice,

to make the necessary effort. They are too apt to

think or hope that things will somehow drift right

of themselves, and so they withhold the word or the

action which is wanted to turn the current in the

right direction. According to one of the old Hebrew

stories, Jehovah promised to save a city if there | business circles around him upon his smartness in

should be ten righteous men found in it. To-day,

the ten righteous men must save their own city.

It will not do for them to sit down and fold their

hands and wait for a supernatural intervention.

And, perhaps, thiswas themeaning of the old leg-

end. Righteousness, of necessity, is an active

leavenwhichworksoutfrom individual characters

and efforts, and thus gradually vitalizes public sen-

timent with purer qualities of life, and cures the

evils that afflict human society. It is the lawof

social redemption that the improvement, if it come

at all, comes through the earnest and untiring en-

deavors of just those few people who see most

clearly that it is desirable. Their clearness of per-

ception and corresponding faith and earnestness

infect others. Sometimes, a few resolute words or

abrave action at the right moment will turn the

whole current of public sentiment from a dan-

gerous to a safe direction. There is a greater

power in the simple, confident assertion of the

right for moving the popular mind than people are

wont to think. Evils yield, reforms are accom-

speculation? Was he not rather led to feel that

success in speculative enterprises was the measure

of their morality ? Did he not perceive that many

ways and methods in the financial world, which

would be counted dishonest and criminal if they

failed, were condoned if they succeeded? And,

since speculation was his whole business, should

he not take the chances of winning, even in

such a stake ? Of course, all this does not lessen

his crime, and should not lessen his shame. But

it does point back of him to a too lenient and

guilty public opinion concerning those methods of

business which lead to such crimes. A man of

this type may get off to Canada, where he may

defy the whole legal power of the United States,

most effective way. The bane of our politics is

partisanship,-not party organization, but parti-

sanship, the spirit that subordinates truth to

party expediency, honesty and candor to party

victory. There is sectarianism, bigotry, intoler-

ance, the pressure andyoke of authority in politics

as in religion; and some of the evils that most

grievously afflict modern politics spring from this

spirit. To break down this insidious evil influ-

ence, a more healthful public opinion needs to be

invoked.

And, again, what is needed to effect practical

reforms in legislation is a public opinion strong

enough to order them. Secretary Stanton once

said that the national government would never

reform its Indian policy until the people should

knock at the doors of Congress with an unmistak-

able demand for it. The civil service reform, so

far as it has been carried at all, has been carried

in opposition to the chief party leaders, through a

fewpersons of both parties who earnestly set them-

selves to effect it, and who knew that the plain

common sense of the country would support it.

A half dozen other most important matters of

now postponed to party exigency or obstructed

by party jealousies, and which need the creation

of a strong public sentiment outside of Congress

in order to put them on the way to success.

and become a sort of lion for the public admira- national legislation might be named, which are

tion. Or, in the reverse case,he maycome from

Canada and set up in business again in New York,

and find plenty of business men to aid and trust

him. The lack of an extradition treaty between
Great Britain and this country for such offences

as this is a disgrace to international law. And

Nor need anypersons plead that theyhave no

public position nor large opportunity for affecting
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the public mind. The responsibility cannot be

thus escaped. The ten men whose existence, it

was said, would save an ancient city, are not de-

clared to have been ten legislators, nor ten office-

holders of any sort, nor ten editors, nor even ten

clergymen; but they were its ten "righteous men."

And righteousness, we know too well, is not

monopolized by legislatures, municipal govern-

ments, nor even by editorial chairs and pulpits.

Wherever it exists, in however humble and private

position, if it only bravely manifest itself, it will

show its power. Two or three morally earnest

boys or girls in a school, not afraid to stand out

in agood cause against their fellows, can change

the moral atmosphere of a school-room. One

honest, plain-spoken man in acorporation or legis-

lature or town-meeting can so prick the bubble of

aspecious speculation or political job that, in the

clarified air, the very elements of it shall dis-

appear before even the ballot can be applied to

it. Woman, unfortunately, cannot vote; but she

cannot be robbed of the opportunity of sharing

in the formation of public opinion. Let her not

echowhat she mayhear from man, but utter her

own thought and instinctively finer sentiment.

From the parlor and family circle, she may send

out influences that shall appear in better laws and

apurer administration of office. What is wanted

onall sides is more faith in the potency of speak-

ing and standing by one's best thought, even

though one mayhave to stand alone. Sincerity,

moral earnestness, fidelity to moral convictions,-

these are the missionaries that must convert public

opinion into public benefit.

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

THE PERPETUITY OF LIFE.

II.

Having examined into the probable effects upon

life ofany verysudden changes in its environment,

it remains to be discussed in what manner the

same life would be affected, were these changes to

take place with extreme slowness, the increments

ofvariation to be evenly distributed through long

periods.

Thechanges in atmospheric pressure which have

been borne by human beings have been referred

to. It is to be noted that the very exceptional

extremes have in no instance been borne for any

length of time. In the case of changes of resi-

dence to great altitudes, such as that of Quito, the

inconvenience is said to be frequentlygreat at first,

but is generallyovercome by acclimatization ; and

it would be boldto assign a definite limit to the

adaptive capacity of life in this direction.

In regard to the probable effects of gradual

changes in temperature, we can arrive at very

definite conclusions. That the human inhabitants

of the temperate zone have no difficulty in adapt-

ing themselves to the extreme heats of arid and

sultry regions-that those forms of life which are

accustomed to a climate so equable that the maxi-

mumannualrange of temperature does not exceed

20° can accommodate themselves to one where the

daily variation is often more than that, while the

difference between the annual extremes encom-

passes 120°-is an established fact. That such

accommodations entail some suffering we know.

Should the extreme heat of summer in the city of

New York, now about 100° F., rise 1º every year, a

considerable increase in the mortality of its inhab-

itants would unquestionably result. But what if

this rise were evenly distributed through ten

years? It would be much less dangerous. What

if the rise of the annual extreme of heat were only

one hundredth of a degree? In this case, all forms

of life would probably adapt themselves to it.

And if the extreme heat of each year were only

increased by one thousandth of a degree ? There

would be no perceptible effect upon health or life.

But, in one thousand years, this would make the

extreme summer temperature of New York 101° ;

in ten thousand years, it would make it 110°; in

one hundred thousand years, it would make it

200°; and yet even then the annual increasewould

only be one thousandth of a degree, a quantity too

small to be observable on the ordinary thermome-

ters. Whatever forms of life might exist at any

one temperature could undoubtedly bear the tran-

sition of the next one thousand years. Where,

then, is to be placed the limit to gradually at-

tained temperature which life would not be able

to transcend ? Clearly, increase or decrease alone,

when sufficiently gradual, cannot be fatal to life,

however injuriously some of the immediate physi-

cal consequences of this change might affect it.

And this same line of argument may be applied to

its other physical surroundings.

But it is in the investigation of the adaptive

capacity of the organism to gradual changes in

its chemical environment that we meet with the

most wonderful facts. That men and animals can

accustom themselves to breathe an air containing

scarcely more than one-half of its ordinary quan-

tity of oxygen per volume, as well as to the much

vitiated air of cities, is well known. Abynomeans

small percentage of the inhabitants of civilized

communities have virtually abandoned the habit

ofdrinking water and substituted for it beer, wine,

coffee, tea, and other artificial beverages. Cur-

rent popular opinion to the contrary, notwithstand-

ing, travellers of acknowledged veracity state that

they have drunk sea-water without ill effects; and,

were our supply of fresh water to become grad-

ually more and more salt, we would probably ac-

commodate ourselves to this change without any

great difficulty.

Thedangersto the continuity of life which may

arise from the attempted use of untried foods have

in a number of cases been eliminated by gradual

accommodation. We all know what large num-

bers of the human race readily habituate them-

selves to the steady consumption of alcoholic bev-

erages and tobacco, both poisons. The existence

among us of a not inconsiderable number of indi-

viduals addicted to the use of opium preparations

(laudanum, morphine, etc.) is frequently made the

subject of public comment. Nothing, indeed, is

more wonderful than the adaptive capacity of

the human race for the preparations of opium.

Three grains of morphine would, in most cases, be

fatal to an unhabituated adult; yet persons are not

rare who indulge in a daily consumption of sixty

grains of this poisonous alkaloid without incon-

venience. To what extent such people have suc-

ceeded in protecting themselves can only be realized

by supposing this dose to be simultaneously ad-

ministered to each and every human being. For

this procedure would sweep away the entire human

race-with the sole exception of those very indi-

viduals who had become habituated to this large

dose of so deadly a drug-as surely as one of the

before mentioned "star-explosions" of the solar

system. To the morphine-eater, whatwas once a

poison, and later on a stimulant, at length becomes

a necessary article of food. It is important to

note that the constitutional function of the con-

quest of such foods from the "banquet of death"

appears to be that of the substitution of one

chemical radical for another in the composition of

the tissues and secretions. Considerable differ-

ences in the composition of the corresponding

tissues of different animals are known to exist, and

the instances of animal and vegetal species enjoy-

ing perfect immunity against virulent poisons are

numerous. Pigeons are said to feed upon the ber-

ries of the deadly nightshade, and to be scarcely

affected by doses of atropine which would quickly

put an end to the existence of a strong man.

Many caterpillars andother insects subsist exclu-

sively on plants very deleterious to vertebrates. I

have myself observed the growth of fungoid or

algoid organisms in strong arsenical solutions.

From all this, we may conclude that all organisms

are capable of radically changing the constitution

of their tissues and secretions, and even their as-

similative capacity itself.

So far then, as we have seen, no change in the

environment of life, however great, need be fatal

to it, provided only that it be either very much

localized in place or very gradually brought about.

Some logical objections, however, still remain to

be met, when we assume the change in chemical

conditions to have led to the total disappearance

of those material elements which now seem in.

dispensable to the formation of the tissues of all

living organisms. And still greater logical diffi-

culties must be overcome, when we endeavor to

call up an image of life among the conditions of

a fiery fluid planet or an intenselyglowing nebu-

lous mass, offering no solid materials whatever

from which tissues could be framed.

Whenwe assume the gradual disappearance of

those elements which are now indispensable to

life,-carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, nitrogen, etc.,-

we are still able to fall back upon the possibility

of the gradual substitution of some other similar

elements at present unknown. Or we may re-

inforce our views by reference to the probability

of a modification ofthe elements themselves by steps

so gradual as to have, during our brief scientific

acquaintance with their chemical nature, so far

escaped our notice. That such amodification may

be brought about by the use and disuse during long

periods oftheir various physical and chemical powers

Ihave long believed; although it is quite possible

that the experimental proof of this proposition

may never be attained byhuman hands.

In the conditions which must have held sway

upon a fiery planet, Ican find no obstacles to the

existence of life so long as this planetary mass

presented the variety of aggregational states which

make life possible among us,-solid materials, fluid

oceans and currents, and a gaseous envelope. Ele-

ments may exist among those known to us-or, if

not among these, they may lie buried nearer the

earth's heart, or may have been modified past

all recognition of their former character-which

answered this purpose during the fiery epoch of

the earth's history, now gone with the forms it

nourished.

A greater obstacle to the assumption of the

existence of life is encountered, when we take a

planet at a temperature so high as to preclude the

existence of solid matter. It is true that organic

forms are even now known whose solid frame-

work-like that of the jelly-fish and vinegar-

mother-is reduced to a minimum. But some

solid framework, however slight, all living forms

now known do show. Yet we must not forget

that the solid, liquid, and gaseous states of matter

canbe made to pass into each other by insensible

gradations. And thus the last logical gate is

opened through which the organic form of the

imagination may pass, from among the glowing

molecules and pathless chaos of the nebulous

mass, across the mystery of its million years' exist-

ence among the flaming tides of a molten planet,

on and on to palæozoic days,-nay, even to these

years and this very hour !

That any very sudden change, exceeding very

much the usual intensity and range of the varia-

tions in the conditions which environ life, might

annihilate forever this growth and line of descent,
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may be admitted, and the gigantic span of the

theory of interstellar migrations thrown across the

philosophic chasm. But, be this as it may, the

natural law of safety (and its reciprocal, that of

danger) is not in doubt nor indefinite.

The safety of the continued existence of any living

race under any change in its environment is directly

as the time within which this change eventuates, in-

versely as the space affected, and inversely as the ratio

which this change bears to the extremes to which the

organism is accustomed.

CHARLES FROEBEL.

MORMONISM IN A NEW LIGHT.

II.

"The Manuscript Found."

Nobody doubts--nay, everybody seems to know

-that the Spaulding manuscript (the name given

to an historical romance said to have been written

by a graduate of Dartmouth College) is the orig.

inal of the Book of Mormon. Such prominence

and emphasis have been given to this assertion

by nearly every writer on Mormonism, it being

adopted even by the New Encyclopædia Britan-

nica, that it has become the prime article in the

anti-Mormon creed. But the question is not, who

believes it, how many believe it, nor how long it

has been believed, but what are the facts ? This

story of the Spaulding romance has itself a his-

toryquite as inscrutable, to saythe least, as the one

it wasmeant to confront and annihilate.

Iwill begin by quoting from the testimony of

the widow of Solomon Spaulding, given in 1839 :-

Patterson, who had once owned a printing-office.

This Mr. Patterson afterwards said he "had no

recollection of any such manuscript being brought

here for publication." Lambdin, his partner in

the business, was dead; but the widow, Mrs. Lamb-

din, writes, "I am sorry to say I shall not be able

to give you any information relative to the persons

you name [Rigdon and others]. They certainly

could not have been friends of Mr. Lambdin."

Employers of the firm have testified they know

"nothing of Spaulding or his book, or of Sidney

Rigdon." All the evidence shows Rigdon did not

go to Pittsburg until the year 1822, when called

there as the pastor of the First Baptist Church,

which was at least six years after the Spaulding

family had removed to Amity, Pa. But this diffi-

culty is easily surmounted. "Now, as Spauld-

ing's book can nowhere be found, or anything

heard of it after being carried to this establish

ment, there is the strongest presumption that it

remained there in seclusion till about the year 1823

or 1824," etc. So reasons Mr. Hurlburt in Mormon-

ism Unveiled, in the face of Mrs. Davison's state-

ment that "the manuscript was returned to its

author," "carefully preserved by myself," and "fre-

quently examined by Mrs. McKinistry, my daugh-

ter, and by other friends ! " And Mrs. Ellen E.

Dickinson, a grand-niece of Mr. Spaulding, as late

as 1880, says, "After keeping it a while, Mr. Pat-

time, as told by friend and foe, is within the town

of Manchester. Some of his critics seem always

to have had him under their eye; and in none of

their diaries is there tobe found room for such an

exploit as going a hundred miles, and getting a

sight of the Spaulding manuscript. But the same

authority that tells us the manuscript was at Mr.

Sabine's states that it was removed in 1820 to

Hartwicks, which was still farther away. Smith,

then, must have copied the manuscript or com-

mitted it to memory before the age of fifteen, both

of which suppositions seem equally absurd; for

one of the charges made against him by his ene-

mies is certainly true,-he was illiterate. He

would seem to have been in need of a Urim and

Thummim to discover and to translate the Spauld-

ing manuscript, no less than the golden plates .

Moreover, the manuscript lay at Hartwicks long

after Smith's first visions, and after the translation

of the Book of Mormon had begun, 1827, and

even after its publication, 1830.

But the story's dénouement is not yet reached.

So far, it is the play of Hamlet with Hamlet left

out. Dr. Philastus Hurlburt is the inventor, or

originator, of the Spaulding story. Hejoined the

Mormons in 1832. Because of unvirtuous habits

proven against him, he was disfellowshipped.

Confession and repentance restored him to confi-

dence. But he was afterward expelled from the

terson returned it,declining to print it." And this ❘ Church for attempting the seduction of ayoung

lady, too, credits Rigdon with the forgery.

There never has been a whit of evidence show-

ing the existence of a correspondence of any kind

between Smith and Rigdon before the Book of

Mormon was published and the church was or-

ganized. Parley P. Pratt, writing in 1839, "defied

theworld" toprove that Sidney Rigdon was "either

directly or indirectly" connected with the printing

establishment in Pittsburg, though a fact which

Mrs. Davison had said was "a matter of notoriety

and interest to all connected with the establish-

ment." He continues : "The statement that Sid-

ney Rigdon is one of the founders of the said

religious sect is also incorrect. The sect was

founded in New York; while Mr. Rigdon resided

in Ohio, several hundred miles distant. Mr. Rig-

donembraced the doctrine through my instrumen-

In the town of New Salem, or Conneaut, Ohio,

there are numerous mounds and forts supposed by

many to be the dilapidated dwellings and fortifica-

tions of a race now extinct. Mr. Spaulding, being an

educatedman and passionately fond of history, took

a lively interest in these developments of antiquity ;

and he conceived the idea of giving an historical

sketch of this long-lost race. As he progressed in

his narrative, the neighbors would come in from

time to time to hear portions read. It claimed to

have been written by one of the lost nations, and to

have been recovered from the earth, and assumed the

title of The Manuscript Found. From New Salem, we

removed to Pittsburg, Pa. Here, Mr. Spaulding found

a friend and acquaintance in the person of Mr. Pat-

terson, who was very much pleased with it, and bor-

rowed it for perusal. He retained it for a long time,❘ tality. I first presented the Book of Mormon to

and informed Mr. Spaulding that, if he would make

out a title-page and preface, he would publish it, and

it might be a source of profit. This Mr. Spaulding

refused to do. Sidney Rigdon, who has figured so

largely in the history of the Mormons, was at that

time connected with the printing-office of Mr. Patter-

son, as is well known in that region, and, asRigdon

himself has frequently stated, became acquainted
with Mr. Spaulding's manuscript and copied it. It

was a matter of notoriety and interest to all con-

nected with the printing establishment. At length,

the manuscript was returned to its author; and soon

we removed to Amity, where Mr. Spaulding deceased

in 1816. The manuscript then fell into my hands, and

was carefully preserved.

Mrs. Spaulding and her daughter then visited

her brother, William H. Sabine, at Onondaga Val-

ley, N.Y.; and in 1820 she married a Mr. Davi-

son, of Hartwicks, near Cooperstown, N.Y. The

trunk containing the writings of her former hus-

band still remained in her possession. In 1828,

the daughterwas married and went to reside at

Monson, Mass., where she was joined by her

mother, who died there in 1844. The trunk with

the manuscript was left at Hartwicks, in care of

Mr. Jerome Clarke. So runs the story.

Sidney Rigdon made reply through the Boston

Recorder, in which Mrs. Davison's letter appeared,

denying the whole charge as regards himself, never,

ashe says, having heard of Spaulding orhis man-

uscript until years after his residence in Pittsburg.

He had a slight acquaintance with a Mr. Robert

him. I stood upon the bank of the stream while

he was baptized, and officiated at his ordination."

The story has a continuation. The battle has

to be fought over again at the other end of the

route. The toils were laid for Rigdon at Pitts-

burg, and now they are spread in New York for

Joseph Smith. Mrs. Dickinson, already quoted,

speculates in this fashion : "Smith, however,

could easily have possessed himself of the manu-

script, if he had fancied it suitable to his purpose;

for it is understood that he was a servant or

teamster on the farm of Mr. Sabine (Mrs. Spauld-

ing's brother), in whose house the package of

manuscript lay exposed in an unlocked trunk for

several years." But there is no proof that Joseph

Smith was in Onondaga Valleyduring that time,

much less in the employ of Mr. Sabine, "a lawyer

of distinction and wealth." The Smith family

deny it, and Mr. Sabine never claimed it. And

what is there to show that "the manuscript lay

exposed in an unlocked trunk" ? Nothing more

than the bare word of Mrs. Dickinson, who be-

longs to the second or third generation of this race

of inquisitors. The manuscript is said to have

been at Mr. Sabine's, from 1816 to 1820. It was at

this latter date Smith reports having his first

vision. He was then but fifteen years of age.

Onondaga Valley, Mr. Sabine's residence, was one

hundred miles east of Manchester where Smith

lived. The scene of all of Smith's doings up to this

girl. He was put under bonds in Geauga County,

Ohio, for threatening the life of Joseph Smith .

I have not seen these charges contradicted, so I

suppose them to have some other ground than the

axiom that "pure, honest, virtuous men never

apostatize, " an axiom loaded with the spirit of

bigotry and persecution. Hurlburt coined for

himself the title of "Doctor," in virtue of his

being the seventh son. To which was now added

the title of "Reverend," as soon as he turned

anti-Mormon lecturer, which was very soon. In

his travels, he learned from a Mr. Jackson, of

Jackson, Penn., a friend of Solomon Spaulding's,

of a romance written by the latter, relating to the

ancient history of America. He returned to Ohio,

and there broached his theory of the origin of

Mormonism, which it appears the people of Con-

neaut had never dreamed of until this moment,

when several were ready to testify that they recog-

nized in the Book of Mormon the romance of

Solomon Spaulding. Sums of money were raised

to enable Hurlburt to bring out his Mormonism

Unveiled. He was also deputed to visit Mrs.

Davison for the purpose of obtaining the manu-

script. He went and got it. Mrs. Davison and

Mrs. McKinistry testify to the fact. In an affidavit

obtained from Hurlburt by some of Spaulding's

relatives, he states : "Upon examination, I found

it to be nothing of the kind, but a manuscript

upon an entirely different subject. This manu-

script I left with E. D. Howe, of Painesville, Ohio,

with the understanding that when he had ex-

amined it he should return it to the widow. Said

Howe says the manuscript was destroyed by fire,

and further the deponent saith not." Mrs. Dick-

inson, who visited both Hurlburt and Howe re-

cently, informs us that the latter "advanced the

theory that Hurlburt got the real Spaulding man-

uscript, but that the one given him was something

else." She adds that "it was obviously of value

to the Mormons; they have probably had it in

their control, and the fate of it will never be

known." She forgets that the manuscript was

"obviously of value" to others besides the Mor-

At least from the time its name became
mons.

linked with that of Mormonism, whatever its

real value, its fictitious value was then great.

Hurlburt disposed of his Mormonism Unveiled to
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One of the Hebrew or "lost tribe" class of wit-

nesses says the Book of Mormon is the identical

work of Solomon Spaulding ; but this is a lie on

the face of it, for the Book of Mormon makes but

few references to the ten tribes, and there states

that the American Indians are not their descend-

ants, and that they were never in America. An-

other of this same class says the Book of Mormon,

with the exception of the religious matter, is

copied word for word from Spaulding's manu-

script; but how can that be, when the narrative

is, in respect to style and language, one throughout,

and thatstyle has not a trace of literaryhandicraft ?

The only other class of witnesses is the Latin or

"Roman colony" class, who agree among them-

selves, and with the other class, in theseparticulars :

on the name, Manuscript Found, and that the

workwas not religious, but historical ; that it was

an idolatrous, and not a religious people; and that

the work was small in size ! Mrs. Davison stated

that the manuscript of her husband was one-third

the size of the Book ofMormon; Mrs. McKinistry

that it was about one inch thick (of written, not

printed, matter); and, of the other class, Jackson

states that the romance was a very small work;

and Hurlburt says it contained about one quire

ofpaper.

Howe for $500, and stopped there. And what

better reason can be assigned than his finding

that the Spaulding manuscript "did not read as

he expected" ? And, instead of Howe thinking

Hurlburt had made some other disposition of the

real one, the fact of his burning the one given

himindicates that his fears were all the other way.

The burning of that manuscript was as great a

fraud as the one charged against Joseph Smith,

while the one is proven and the other is not. Any

Spaulding manuscript would have solved the mys-

tery, acquitted or condemned Mormonism. Some

peculiarity of thought or style, some mental idio-

syncrasy, if nothing else,would have enabled the

world to detect the author's identity. But, hap-

pily, we do at least hear something of its con-

tents. Hurlburt, in his original statement,speaks

of it in these words : "It is a romance purporting

to have been translated from the Latin, found on

twenty-four rolls of parchment in a cave, but

written in modern style, giving a fabulous ac-

count of a ship being driven upon theAmerican

coast, while proceeding from Rome to Britain, a

short time previous to the Christian era, this

country then being inhabited by Indians." And

this statement receives the strongest corrobora-

tion from the testimony of Mr. Jackson, who was

the first to inform Hurlburt of the existence of

the Spaulding romance. Hurlburt, before he had

wilted on finding that the manuscript "contained

nothing that suited his purpose," called on Mr.

Jackson and asked him to sign adocument which

testified to the probability of Mr. Spaulding's

romance having been converted into the Book of

Mormon. This he indignantly refused to do.

"He stated there was no agreement between the

two; adding that Mr. Spaulding's manuscript was

a very small work in the form of a novel, which

said not one word about the children of Israel,

but professed to give an account of a people who

originated from the Romans, which Mr. Spauld-

ing said he had translated from a Latin parch-

menthehad found." But it is declared by Spauld-

ing's friends in Ohio that he "told them he had

gone further back with dates, and written in the

old Scriptural style." But is it not strange that

not one of these writings, drawing at one time

such "a large circle of admirers," has survived

to us? Whydid not Spaulding publish some of

them ? Why did not the widow make some

attempt to utilize her husband's labors for the

benefit either of the family or the world ? Why

did not Hurlburt publish it, when by so doing he

could have gratified two of the very strongest of

passions, cupidity and revenge ? And, finally,

whydid not Howe publish it, who was just then

putting on the market "Mormonism Unveiled ?

Spaulding's relatives and others say his book

endeavored to show that the American Indians are

the descendants of the Jews or the ten lost tribes.

But these witnesses against the Book of Mormon

had read it before making their affidavits. It

matters not that John Spaulding "was perfectly

familiar with his brother's romance, and repeat-

edly heard the whole of it read," as Mrs. Davison

informs us; for that is the very thing to be

proven. It only makes his testimony the weaker,

as he can remember so little,and that little easily

learned by a hasty glance at the index to the

Book of Mormon itself. It would have been

very desirable to know what the report of their

memory would have been without any refer-

ence to the table of contents or the printed

page of the Book of Mormon. The world seems

satisfied because certain persons affirm the identity

of the two works, whereas the thing most needed

is an identification of the Spaulding romance by

an agreement of witnesses not tampered with.

The Book of Mormon, on the contrary, has five

hundred pages of closely printed matter, with a

religious purpose running all through it, and no-

where betrays the diction or the lore of the scholar

and student of history. It says not one word

about the Romans; and, instead of being a history

of the ten lost tribes, it brings its first migration

from the Tower of Babel before the existence even

of Jacob, their great progenitor, and its second

migration from Jerusalem before the Babylonish

captivity.

One thing wehave found out is that this Manu-

script Found will not stay found when it is found :

like a will-o'-the-wisp, it vanishes as soon as seen.

It cannot be identified, as it has no identity. Its

only ascertained attribute is its power of transfor-

mation : only, it reverses the evolutionary process

by evolving from definiteness into indefiniteness.

Is it a myth? The last act of its friends would

seem to prove it such beyond all peradventure.

T. W. CURTIS.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

THE meetings of Mrs. Clara M. Bisbee's society

the Ethical Society) are held in the Church of

the Unity, Pembroke Street.

IT is better to wait, and to defer the realization

of our ideas until we can realize them fully than

to defraud the future by truncating them, if trun-

cate them we must, in order to secure a partial

triumph for them in the immediate present. It is

better to bear the burden of impracticableness

than to stifle conviction and to pareaway principle

until it becomes mere hollowness and triviality.-

John Morley.

OF divorce, the Free Press (Ottawa, Ont.) takes

this view : "Divorce is the medicine for unhappy

marriages. Like ordinary medicine, when im-

properly and injudiciously administered, it kills

when it should cure; but its non-use, like its

abuse, perpetuates or intensifies unhappiness and

suffering. The proper course, then, is a well-de-

fined law ofdivorce, federal in its operation, strict

in its application so far as causes are concerned,

and easy in its obtaining, where adulteries, crime,

intemperance, and insanitycan be proven against
the respondent, the decree only being issued when

the children of such unhappy unions are satis-

factorily provided for in the court's opinion."

An article in the New York Tribune takes the

ground that much of the injury ascribed to educa-

tional over-pressure in our schools is due rather

to lack of intelligent regulation athome, and that,

while there is still room for improvement in the

modern methods of education, the tendency to lay

all the blame of the break-downs that occur now

and then upon the schools, and to overlook the

accountability of home training, is calculated to

lead to wrong conclusions, and is unjust to our

educators and the system under which they teach .

The Tribune thinks that unwholesome food, late

hours, dissipation, candy-eating among girls and

cigarette smoking among boys, etc., have quite as

much to do in producing abnormal conditions of

health as any possible educational over-pressure.

REFERRINGto Miss M. A. Hardaker, Unity says :

"A bright, gifted intellect quickened by courage

was hers. People seriously differed from her, and

may have disliked some of her positions and

peculiarities; but none coulddoubt her sincerity."
After quoting a paragraph from The Index, Unity

adds:-

The same paper contains resolutions of respect

passed by the Meriden Scientific Association to the

memory of Miss Emily J. Leonard, a woman who

acquired eminence in the widely different fields of

social and botanical science. The death of these.

women, so different and yet so alike in their strength

and fearlessness, suggests the constantly widening

field of influence and power open to woman. It also

calls tenderly to the mind of the editor of this paper

the keen intellectual companionship which he en-

joyed with the former as a fellow-student at Mead-

ville, and the earnest and helpful support which he

received from the latter as a parishioner in the first

years ofhis ministry. The lives of both women show

how independent cheerful living or courageous dying

is of theological tenets or doctrinal formulas. Wher-

ever there is activity, there is joy; and, wherever

there is sincerity, there is courage.

On the 2d inst., the Rhode Island Woman

Suffrage Association held its eighteenth annual

meeting at Providence. The speakers were Mrs.

Elizabeth B. Chace, the President, Mrs. L. B. C.

Wyman, Mrs. Lucy Stone, Mrs. Sara A. Under-

wood, Rev. Mr. Tomlinson, Mr. F. A. Hinckley,

Hon. George L. Clarke, and Mr. Thomas R. Slicer.

The daily papers of the city gave fair reports of

the proceedings, and mentioned the speakers with

the utmost respect and courtesy, in very marked

contrast to the treatment some of them received

in the early periods of this agitation. We have

room only for the editorial remarks of the Prov-

idence Daily Journal, which gave the addresses of

the speakers mentioned at considerable length :-

Mrs. Elizabeth B. Chace is always listened to with

respect and attention; and her re-election to the office

of President of the Rhode Island Woman Suffrage

Association is deserved testimony to the sincerity

and the fidelity with which she has devoted herself

to the cause, and to the dignity and courtesy with

which she has occupied the chair. Her address was

sensible, and reviewed the situation in a calm and
philosophical spirit. All intelligent men, whether
in favor of woman suffrage or not, are willing to

acknowledge that the legal status of woman is not

what it ought to be, and what a wife and mother

deserves. Few will question that a widow's right

in regard to a husband's estate should be identical

with that of the surviving husband in the wife's

estate, and that the present system is often attended

with cruel hardship to woman at a time of life when

the attractions and vigor of youth may perhaps

have departed, and she is ill prepared to struggle

unaided for her support. Mrs. Chace clearly pointed

out the evident fact that the advocates of woman

suffrage must overcome the indifference of womenbe-

fore theycan expect to convince thejudgment of men;

and she advised for that purpose the circulation of lit-

erature on the subject, and personal and systematic

visitation. The address, in the afternoon, of Mrs. Sara

A. Underwood was very interesting and, perhaps,
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measurably alarming in its quoted suggestion that

women, if admitted to a share in the government,

mightbe prompted by their love of material display to

keep the nation perpetually embroiled in costly wars.

Mrs. Underwood did not, however, agree with this

view of the possible results of the extension of the

franchise. "So long," she said,"as men believed in

settling disputes between nations by an appeal to

force, the pride, pomp, and circumstance of glorious

war will find, both among men and women, en-

couragement and support in natural vanity and pride,

as well as patriotism"; but the era of universal peace

could be brought about only by improved interna-

tional relations, and the continued advancement of

the moral and material interests which broaden the

sympathies and bind nations together.

MR. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, Secretary of theNa-

tional Liberal League,sends us a printed circular,

addressed "To the Liberals of America," with a

request that we publish it, "if not all, at least a

part of it. " It invites the co operation of all

"those who are in favor of a total separation of

Church and State." The League is to revolu-

tionize society, "so that every worker shall have

ahome, and every child born upon this planet a

place to live and a right to nature's bounty."

"To carry out these all important undertakings,

vital to ourselves and our children, the National

Liberal League has voted to raise a fund of

$5,000, "-certainly averymodest sum, considering

The Judex.

BOSTON , OCTOBER 16, 1884.
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A Study of Primitive Christianity.

BY LEWIS G. JANES .

v.

SOCIAL ASPECTS OF THE RELIGION

OF JESUS.

Jesus' Doctrine of the Kingdom of Heaven.

The religion of Jesus would by no means be

adequately viewed or comprehended in its entirety,

if regard were had only to its technically religious

or theological aspect. Beside its Godward look,

its attitude toward the current supernaturalism of

the time, its relations of consent or negation

toward the ancient faith of his people, it had also

its manward look, its ethical and social side. In

entering upon a consideration of this phase of the

thought and teaching of the Galilean prophet, we

would completely fail to understand it, to give its

several precepts their proper force and correct in-

the magnitude of the undertaking. "To carry out

all the purposes named, Mr. Watts, the first Vice-

President of the League, and myself will devote

ourselves to the lecture field." Mr. Putnam, once

an orthodox, afterward a Unitarian preacher,

who left the pulpit a few years ago, started out

as a liberal lecturer, and, failing of support, de-

clared he found a higher morality in the Church

than among Liberals, returned to the pulpit and

left it again, but not from choice, now, as secre-

taryof the National Liberal League, proposes, with

the aid of a colleague, if the sum of $5,000 is raised,

to make some wonderful changes on this old

planet, so that "every worker shall have a home,

and every child born upon this planet a place to

live and a right to nature's bounty." There is to

be"an aggressive campaign," "points of attack,"

and for the "enemy no resting spell. " While

effecting "a change of front of the universe,"

Mr. Putnam solicits invitations to attend "the

burial of our dead," and announces that he and

his colleague "will be ready at any time to serve

those who, in the shadow of death, require the

noble consolations of our secular faith." He does

notmeanthat, to those "in the shadow of death,"

he will give consolation by talking about State

secularization. He means that he will give them

"the consolations of our secular faith" ; that is, ❘ terpretation, if we neglected again, and even more

the faith of those who believe in the system called

Secularism. Whether he knows the difference be-

tween State secularization and the creed called

"Secularism" is doubtful. If he does, how can he,

as the Secretary of the National Liberal League,

while asking for the membership and co-operation

of all who believe in the separation of Church and

State irrespective of religious or philosophical

beliefs, announce himself as the authorized ex-

ponent and minister of "our secular faith" ? The

circular is full of Utopian ideas, cheap rhetoric,

"liberal" cant, and that sort of exhortation, as-

surance, and dogmatism peculiar to a certain class

of preachers who bring to the liberal movement

the method and spirit of their old faith. We

advise Mr. Putnam to throw this ridiculous cir-

cular into the fire, and get somebody to write one

which, whatever be its other defects, will not con-

found State secularization, the alleged object of

the League, with Secularism, an ethical and philo-

sophical system which many who are in favor of

State secularization do not accept.

clearly and emphatically than heretofore, to strike

the key-note of his entire system of thought, as it

is revealed to us in his doctrine of the kingdom of

heaven and its speedy advent.

Inhis general conception of the heavenly king-

dom as a new spiritual and social order to be

established on the earth, with the will of the heav-

❘enly Father for its sole and perfect law, with all

evil and hurtful conditions completely overcome

and destroyed ; the necessity for toil obviated by

the constant production of all necessary articles of

food through the spontaneous fruitfulness of the

regenerated earth; the cessation of war and con-

flict ; the destruction even of death itself by the

complete eradication of sin through which death

had come into the world,-Jesus did not appar-

ently differ from many of the earnest and faithful

followers of Judaism inhis generation, among the

different sects of the Pharisees and the "people of

the land." Pictures of this "good time coming"

were drawn from the older prophets, and exag-

gerated by the glowing imagination of the hope-

ful and faithful representatives of the faith of

Israel.

"It shall come to pass at the end of days that

the mountain of Yahweh's house shall be estab-

lished on the top of the mountains, and shall be

exalted above the hills ; and all nations shall flow

into it. Andmanynations shall go and say, Come

ye and let us go up to the mountain of Yahweh,

to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will

teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his

paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and

the word of Yahweh from Jerusalem. And he

shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke

among many peoples; and they shall beat their

swords into ploughshares, and their spears into

pruning-hooks: nation shall not lift up sword

against nation, neither shall they learn war any

more." *

In the writings of the rabbis, we find wonderful

pictures of this heavenly kingdom. Wild animals

are to become tameand harmless,"the lion and the

lamb shall lie down together" ; immense bunches

of grapes are to burden the vines ; springs of living

water are to burst from the barren rock, as under

the rod of Moses, at the desire of whosoever may

thirst; and life is to be a continualround of "de-

light in the law of the Lord." There are many

evidences, outside the New Testament, that this

expectation was held by the early Christians as

well as by the Jews. Irenæus, writing during the

latter part of the second century, declares that

Papias, an earlier Christian writer, quotes from

the memoirs of the apostles, as genuine words of

Jesus, this saying: "The day shall come when

each vine shall grow with ten thousand boughs ,

each bough with ten thousand branches, each

branch with ten thousand twigs, each twig with

ten thousand bunches, each bunch with ten thou-

sand grapes, each grape shall yield twenty five

measures of wine."

The Speedy Advent of the Heavenly Kingdom.

The special thought of Jesus, that wherein he

differed from many of the Jews around him, that

which impelled him to his prophetic labor and

which dominated and gave color to his ethical sys-

tem, was the profound conviction that this great

change was "at hand." † It was coming now, in

this generation. "There be some standing here

which shall not taste death till they have seen the

kingdom of God come with power." Such is the

assurance of Jesus as preserved in the oldest gos-

pel. "Verily I say unto you, All these things

shall come upon this generation." ... "So likewise

ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that

it is near, even at the doors. Verily I say unto

you, This generation shall not pass till all these

things be fulfilled." These are the words of Jesus

as reported by Matthew. This is the concurrent

testimony of all the synoptical writers in many

similar texts, derived incontestably from the prim-

itive tradition out of which theydrew their mate-

rials for the biographies of the Galilean prophet.

No teaching in the New Testament is so plainly

presented or so frequently reiterated as this. It is

inconceivable that these assurances should have

entered into the gospel narratives, unless Jesus

really uttered them; for no writer of after times,

desiring to present the claims of Jesus as an in-

fallible teacher, could possibly have invented and

referred to him these unfulfilled promises and pro-

phetic utterances which by no possibility could

ever be fulfilled, since the time plainly set for

their accomplishment had already long since passed

away. These assurances of Jesus are at once the

proof of his reality as an historical personage and

*Isaiah ii . , 2-4. †Marki. , 15; Matt. iii., 2, etc. Mark ix. , 1.

§Matt. xvi. , 28; xxiv., 33, 34; xxiii., 36, etc. Compare

Luke ix. , 27; x., 11; xii., 40; xxi., 8, 32, etc.
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ofhis human fallibility and liability to error,-a

fact of the most striking significance.*

The Kingdom of Heaven described in Parables.

Believing thus in the speedy advent of the

heavenly kingdom, and perceiving the blindness

andunpreparedness of his people, the overmaster-

ingdesire of Jesuswas to arouse themfrom their
apathy, and induce them tomakeclean their lives

inpreparation for the new life which awaited the

"sons ofGod, " the children of the kingdom. Το

those who heard himwillingly and accepted some-

thing of his message, he explained the nature of

this new life in apt and beautiful allegories. In

theparable of the Sower, he thus taught that the

preparation for the coming kingdom was an in.

ward process, an ethical regeneration of the soul,

and not merely an external obedience to the

precepts of the law. In the parable of the mus.

tard seed, he presented the hopeful assurance

that the acceptanceof thekingdom, "inspirit and

in truth," by a few humble believers, would ulti-

mately result in the world's regeneration. In the

parableof the tares,|| he assured his disciples that

the faithful doers of the word, though few in

number, would be preferred to the many who

carelessly neglected or wilfully rejected his warn-

ings. In the allegories of the treasure hidden in

the field and of the "pearl of great price," he

solemnly impressed his belief that all else was as

nothing compared with the necessity of "seeking
first the kingdom of heaven and its righteousness . "

In the parable of the house-holder,** he held out

the merciful assurance that even late repentance

and return to righteous living would secure all the

rewards of the kingdom, in which "the first should

be last, and the last first. " In the parable of the

nobleman and the servants,†† he illustrated the

truth that the faithful laborer should be abun-

dantly rewarded, while he who perceived the truth

without laboring to spread it should be surely

punished.

Jesus not a Zealot.-His Doctrine of Non-Resist-

ance.

Jesus taught that the best preparation for the

coming kingdom was to commence now to live as

nearly as possible the ideal life of the sons of God.

The timewasshort before the great change would

take place: therefore, it was better to bear the ills

of the present life with patience and without phys-

ical resistance rather than increase themby foment-

ing insurrection against the "powers that be," thus

bringingdown upon his followers the persecution

and oppression of the government. This thought

appears to lie at the foundation of his teaching in

regard to the non-resistance of evil. "Resist not

evil," he said. "If any man smite thee on the

right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if

anyman will sue thee at the law and take away

thycoat, let him have thy cloak also. " ‡‡ He for-

badehis disciples to take with them either gold or

staves in their journeys.§§

When his enemies sought to entrap him by

*The current orthodox claim of the fulfilment of these

prophecies in the alleged phenomena of the "day of Pen.
tecost" iswholly unsatisfactory. Apart from thewant of
evidence sufficient to establish the historical verity of

thesephenomena, they in no manner fulfil the conditions
of the advent of the heavenly kingdom as set forth in the
prophecies. The belief in the second advent of Christ as

aneventyet to occur, which has been common in all ages
of the Christian Church, testifies to the admission of theo-

logians thatthe New Testament prophecies are yetunful-
filled,but fails to take cognizance of that clear and vital
element in the prophecies which limits the period of
their accomplishment to the then living generation.

†Matt. xiii. , 3-23; Mark iv., 3-15 ; Luke viii. , 5-15.

Compare Luke xvii. , 20, 21.

||Matt. xiii ., 24-30, 36-43.

Matt. xiii. , 31, 32; Mark iv., 30-32 ; Luke xiii ., 18, 19.

Matt . xiii. , 44-46.

†† Luke xix., 11-27.

**Matt. xx. , 1-16.

#Matt. v., 38-41; Luke vi ., 27-35.

§§ So Matt, x. , 10, and Luke ix., 3. Mark, on the con-

trary, contains an express command to take a staff with
them (Mark vi. , 8).

asking whether it were lawful to render tribute

unto Cæsar, he pointed to the emperor's image and

superscription on the current coin of the empire,

and said, "Render unto Cæsar the things that are

Cæsar's, but unto God the things that are God's. " *

In assuming this attitude toward the existing gov-

ernment, he at once thwarted the machinations of

his more active and violent enemies, who sought

to identify him with the party of the Kanaim, or

Zealots, who taught the duty of resisting taxa-

tionand abjuring the authority of the Romans,-

and disappointed his more literal and patriotic

followers, who believed that the Messiah, in his

own person, would lead the faithful of Israel to

overthrow and destroy the oppressor by force of

arms, and thus re-establish the kingdom of the

house of David.

Jesus' Communistic Teaching.- His Exaltation

of Poverty.

As the kingdom of heaven was to constitute a

sort of ideal community, where all would be equal

before the heavenly Father, it appears also that

Jesus and his disciples attempted to realize this

social ideal in their intercourse with the world and

with each other. It seems to have been a condi-

tion of discipleship that the true believer should

relinquish his individual property, and hold all

things in common with his brethren. One of the

disciples was therefore appointed the treasurer, or

custodian of their common fund. Not only com-

munity of interest, but the blessedness of poverty

appears to have been explicitly taught by the

Galilean prophet. To the rich young manwho had

fulfilled the entire law in its spirit, loving God

and dealing justly with his fellow-man from his

youth up, he still further commanded that he

should sell all that he possessed, and give the

proceeds thereof to the poor, before he could be

accounted a true disciple. ‡

Jesus was not alone among his people in his

abhorrence of riches and exaltation of poverty.

The long conflicts of the Jews with foreign ene-

mies, the destruction and spoliation of their cities

and their sacred temple, and the later period of

lawless violence during the reign of Herod, seem

to have given rise among them to two diverse

ways of regarding poverty and riches. Those who

dwelt in the larger towns and cities-the artisans,

tradesmen, and inheritors of the priestly office and

its emoluments-became very frugal and saving,

careful to obtain the greatest possible advantage

in bargain and trade. Of this class were the

sellers of doves and changers of money in the

court of the temple,whom Jesus in his indigna-

tion is said to have driven out with a whip of

small cords. Others, however, accepted their pov-

erty as the righteous appointment of God, to rebel

against which was impiety. Certain religious en-

thusiasts, particularly among the Galilean peas-

ants who believed in the speedy advent of the

heavenly kingdom, taught that it was wrong to

accumulate property, and that all in excess of

one's personal needs should be given to the poor.

In the Jerusalem Talmud is preserved an account

of Rabbi Jeshobeb, a contemporary of Jesus, who

gave all his property to the poor. For so doing,

hewas reproved by the celebrated teacher, Gama-

liel, at whose feet Paul sat.§

Less than a century later, this improvident

maniahad become so prevalent that a convention

of rabbis, held at Usha, a town of upper Galilee,

decreed that no one should bestow upon the poor

more than one-fifth of all he possessed.|| The

*Matt. xxii. , 17-22; Mark xii., 13-17; Luke xx. , 21-26.

† So John xiii., 29, following a generally current tradition .

Matt. xix. , 16-22 ; Markx. , 17-22 ; Luke xviii., 18-24.

§Jerusalem Talmud, tract Peah, 15, b.

Babylonian Talmud, tract Kethuboth, 50, a; Arachin,

28, a. See also Renan, Vie de Jésus, p . 169, ff.

Essenes and disciples of John the Baptist despised

riches,commanded alms-giving and the equal dis-

tribution or communistic possession of property.

These sects, as well as Jesus and his disciples,

believed that the poor would enjoy special privi-

leges in the heavenly kingdom. Ingenious at-

tempts have been made by Christian commenta-

tors to soften or explain away the saying of Jesus :

"It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a

needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom

of God." * They have even gone so far as to

invent a Greek word, κάμιλος, defined as a heavy

cord or rope, thus suggesting difficulty, but not

impossibility, in the salvation of the rich. The

word, however, is spurious, being found nowhere

outside the fertile imaginations of its originators.

The "needle's eye" has also been explained as the

designation of a low gate in the city walls of

Jerusalem, through which a camel couldonly pass

by kneeling and being stripped of its load, the

proverb being thus robbed of its terrors,andmade

to convey only the trite suggestion of the impossi-

bility of taking worldly riches into the life beyond

thegrave.

As a matter of fact, however, Jesus in this say-

ing merely quoted or adapted a common Semitic

proverb, which is found in a slightly altered form

in the Talmud and the Koran as well as in the

New Testament.f That his own interpretation

was very literal appears not only from his admo-

nition of the rich young man, but also in the par-

able of Lazarus and the rich man: the former of

whom reposes after death in the bosom of Abra-

ham, for no virtue, so far as we know, save his

poverty; while the latter is suffering the torments

of unquenchable fire, for no reason, so far as we

know, save his riches.‡

In the parable of the wedding feast, also, Jesus

appears to have taught that only the poor could

inherit the heavenly kingdom. He pronounced

blessings upon the poor and curses upon the rich. ||

He commended his disciples to "lend, hoping for

nothing in return." He forbade them to "lay up

treasures upon the earth." He bade them "take

no thought of the morrow," but live from day to

day like the lilies of the field "which toil not."

He ordered them to make no provision for their

journeys, but to solicit alms everywhere among

those who would receive them, and to shake off

the dust of their feet against that house which

should refuse to entertain them.** He declared

plainly the impossibility of at once serving God

and Mammon.tt

The attempts to soften, discredit, or explain

away these explicit teachings of Jesus, while their

obvious relation to his belief in the speedy advent

of the heavenly kingdom, constituting their only

rational explanation, is overlooked or ignored,

have been both ingenious and amusing. They

stand, however, as certainly reflecting the thought

of the Master as anything recorded in the New

Testament. The earliest communities of Jewish

Christians accepted these doctrines ; and their

successors derived from them the designation of

"Ebionites," from the Hebrew Ebionim, "the

poor,"-a designation which came to be regarded

as synonymous with the terms "saint" and "friend

of God."

The Pessimism of Jesus.-His Views of Mar-

riage and the Family.

It would appear from all these considerations

that Jesus' view of existing society was essentially

*Markx. , 25; Matt. xix. , 24 ; Luke xviii., 25.

+ See Babylonian Talmud, tract Bera Koth, 55, b; Baba

metsia, 30, b . Koran, Sura vii . , 38.

‡Luke xvi . , 19-26.

§Matt. xxii., 1-11. Compare Luke xiv. , 12-14, 16-24.

|| Luke vi. , 20, 24, 25. Matt. vi. , 19-21, 28-32 ; Luke xii. , 27-34.

**Matt. x. , 8-15 ; Mark vi. , 8–11 ; Luke ix . , 3-5. †† Matt. vi . , 24.
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pessimistic. The present and natural social order

he regarded as not worth saving. Its inevitable

burdens were to be endured while they must, in

hope that patient endurance would speedily work

out"a more exceeding weight of glory."

In reference to the domestic relations, Jesus ex-

hibited the same tendencies of thought and feel-

ing which he manifested toward society in general.

He declared that in the heavenly kingdom there

would be "neither marrying nor giving in mar-

riage. " * Endeavoring to conform himself to this

ideal condition in the midst of the existing order,

he formed no family relations himself. He even

withdrew from the companionship of his father's

family, and declared that his true disciples, fol

lowing his example, must "forsake father and

mother, brother and sister, husband and wife,"

and devote themselves wholly to preparation for

the coming kingdom. His true relations, he de-

clared, were his disciples and followers.t

Yet we are not to suppose that his thought and

action herein was occasioned by any deficiency of

the natural affections. His love for little children

was not the manifestation of a disposition natu-

rally cold or ascetic. Of such, he declared, was the

kingdom of God. "Whosoever shall not receive

the kingdom of God as a little child," he affirmed,

"he shall not enter therein." He took little chil-

dren in his arms and blessed them, rebuking his

disciples when they would prevent their mothers

from bringing them into his presence. "Take

heed that ye despise not one of these little ones,"

washis command to his followers. He appears to

have regarded children as representatives of that

purity and simplicity of character and that sin-

cerity of faith and trust which he deemed essential

to the members of the ideal community of the

heavenly kingdom.

The relations of Jesus with his disciples, and

with those families who received and entertained

him, appear to have been always friendly and

social. In this respect, certainly, he was no as-

cetic. He dined with Pharisees and Publicans

alike,|| and was even accused by his enemies of

being "gluttonous and a wine-bibber." Herein, he

resembled neither the Essenes nor the disciples of

the Baptist, who, like the Nazarites of old, were

total abstainers, and lived on the most spare and

frugal diet.

His views of the sacredness of the marriage

relation, regarded as a necessary accompaniment

of the existing social order, were of the most exi-

gent character. He forbade divorce save for the

single cause of adultery; but he also defined

adultery as the inward desire of the heart, which,

if admitted literally as a sufficient cause for di-

vorce, would perhaps open the doors as widely as is

desired by any of our modern social reformers.**

Doubtless, his doctrine of divorce, also, can only be

rightly estimated as it is related to his belief in

the speedy coming of the heavenlykingdom.

His Views of Education and Labor.

Jesus nowhere commends education or the sys-

tematic cultivation of the mind. Literary or scien-

tific attainments formed no part of his own per-

sonal equipment, nor did he conceive of them as

necessary or valuable to others. They were not an

essential part of the preparation for the kingdom

of the future, wherein all useful knowledges would

arise in the mind spontaneously by a divine intu-

ition.

Opposing the acquisition of property, and ad-

juring his disciples to live as the lilies which toil

not, he naturally refrained from any explicit rec-

ognition of the necessity, importance, and honor-

ableness of labor. Incidentally, indeed, he de-

clared that "the laborer is worthy of his hire," *-

aprinciple which, carried to its logical conclusion,

would conflict radically with every system of ser-

vile labor. Yet he nowhere expressly recognizes,

either in approval or condemnation, the existing

institution of chattel slavery,-an institution which ,

in the subsequent evolution of society, became a

constantly aggravated social evil. Had he given

it a thought, doubtless, like the apostle who re-

turned the fugitive Onesimus, he would have

deemed it better to endure the evil for a time with-

out protest rather than to interfere directly with a

social order which was so soon to pass away.

(To be continued.)

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE REMONSTRANTS RIGHT.

Editors of The Index :-

It appears that the "Remonstrants" are going to

block the wheels of the "Woman's Rights Move-

ment," so called. And this is eminently right and

proper. An effort extending back for forty years is

pushed forward by certain womenwho have become

particularly identified with this movement, and they

have been aided by certain philanthropic men, and

bysomemen well known; but there has always been

in the movement more noise than strength .

So far as these efforts are directed to the opening

of new avenues to women for getting money and

wealth by their own exertions, I say, and all men

say, God speed; but, when it comes to imposing new

duties upon all women, a majority of them being

already overburdened, then the women themselves

rise up and remonstrate. Their remonstrance will be

heard and heeded, and the right, privilege, and duty

of voting will not be assumed by the female sex for

an indefinitely long time; and this conclusion will

bejust.

For, as long as there is a respectable minority of

the sex who are not willing to undertake the duties

which belong to the ballot, so long there is no right

in anybody to impose them upon it. There is a rule

in the government of the United States House of

Representatives, made to protect the minority, that

allows one member by his single objection to turn

aside and defeat the will of every one of his col-

leagues. So in the question of woman's voting. “I

object," say the Remonstrants; and the business

moves on to some other channel .

This matter of majority is conventional. In Russia,

one is a majority. In America, sometimes 51 per

cent. is a majority; while at other times it requires

67per cent. , as inDemocratic Conventions , and again

75 per cent. , as in amendments to the United States

Constitution. Now here comes along a small clique

or club or association or party, or whatever else you

may call it, and demands to apply this conventional

rule to the establishment of a new order of society,

and to the breaking up of the traditions of that long

interval since voting came into fashion as a factor, or,

finally, as the factor, if you please, of governing.

The conventional rules of majority do not apply to

this case. No legislature nor Congress, be the ma-

jority in favor of it never so great, can disturb a

vested right. That principle has become so well

settled that it has become an axiom. How much less

canamajority of men decide that the female half of

the world shall be charged with new and onerous

duties and grave responsibilities! To these, the Re-

monstrants object. They declare that they are not

ready for the change; that they have rights that

society is bound to respect, and will respect; and that

they will not assume the duties that are attempted to

*Matt. xxii . , 30; Mark xii. , 25 ; Luke xx. , 35. According

to another text (Matt. xix. , 10-12), he even countenanced

self-mutilation as an alternative to marriage.

† Matt. viii. , 21, 22; x. , 34-38; xix. , 29; xii. , 46-50; Mark

x. , 29, 30; iii. , 31-35; Luke ix., 59-62; xiv., 26; xviii. , 29, 30;

viii., 19-26.

†Mark x., 15; Luke xviii., 17.

§Matt. , xix . , 13-15; Mark x., 13, 14, 16; Luke xviii., 15, 16.

|Matt. ix. , 10-17; xi., 18, 19; Luke vii., 33, 34, 36.

Matt. xix. , 3-9.

** Compare Markx. , 2-12. In this older and perhaps more

reliable version, the prohibition of divorce is absolute, not

even adultery or fornication being recognized as a legiti-

mate cause for divorcement. This wouldofcourse deprive

the above suggestion of all force or pertinency.

*Luke x. , 7. The connection, however, implies only the

enunciation of the right of the disciples to food and lodg-

ing-the bare necessities of life-while they were prose-

cuting their missionary labors.

be foisted upon them. Congress and the legislatures

have nothing in justice to do about the matter. It is

beyond their province. They might as well be asked

to legislate English out of and Sanskrit into the verna-

cular of the people. If the movers in this matter are

anxious to succeed,let them proceed to convert the

women of the body of the people to their notions;

for theymay rest assured of one thing,-namely, that,

whenever the women of the land, with anything like

unanimity, ask for the elective franchise, they willbe

sure to get it. There is nothing in this world that

they are physically fitted for that they cannotdo, if

they will, and nothing they cannot have, if they

desire it.

Now let us briefly examine the practical aspects of

woman suffrage, and see whether the Remonstrants

are not right in refusing this so-called boon.

The United States has finally adopted the practice

of universal suffrage as to males, and its strongest

advocates are not pleased with its success. The

better class is constantly neglecting to vote, and

rings led by a conscienceless set of demagogues rule
the cities and rob the tax-payers. They even get

hold of State governments, and they are not un-

known at Washington. Spasmodically, the better

class rise up and stamp upon these creatures; but,

being endowed with immortal life, they constantly

come to the top again.

New York has finally resorted to the unprecedented

experiment of confiding the powers of her govern-

ment mainly to oneman, hoping that a knowledge of

this fact may constantly draw out the vote of its

conservative element, and thus secure good municipal

government. Now, how, as an illustration, would

female suffrage work there ?

It is said that the demi-monde of that city embraces

thirty thousand women. The vote of every voter

among them might be safely put down for misrule

and the robbery of high taxes. The great number of

the good women who could find time to vote at all

would vote as most of the good men vote,-on party

lines. It is the great army of the neutrals that is to

be relied upon to counterbalance the rings and their

voters, and so it would be the neutral and independ-

ent-of-party women who would have to be relied

upon to counterbalance the new auxiliaries of the

rings. But here comes in the weak point of female

suffrage; and that is, that not so large a proportion of

the good, no-party women could be relied upon at the

polls as of the good, independent-of-party men. The

reason is obvious. It is inherent in woman. I esti-

mate that fifteen per cent. of the best women would

be necessarily absent from every election. This rule

would only apply to the demi-monde with half the

force or less. Then, after we have excepted the

women who could not come to the election, how

many respectable women, whose husbands or fathers

did not insist upon it, would come out in rain or

snow or slush, and stand in a queue to await their

chance to vote and their share of the gibes and sneers

that would be sure to be cast upon them ?

But I think I hear the friends of the measure say:

"We should not propose to require the women to

vote with the men. We should provide separate and

suitable quarters with fires and dressing-rooms, with

suitable refreshments." Exactly; and, I doubt not,

pretty soon with proxies, so that all the discomforts

and labors of voting might be avoided. Gallantry

should go a greatway; but allow me to say that the

rulers of parties and members of rings have no gal-

lantry to waste in politics. Throw open your ballot-

boxes to women; and then gentlemen will soon dis-

cover how to disfranchise (practically) the respecta-

ble women, while they avail themselves of the female

vote they want.

In the South, the effect of female suffrage would be

mischievous in the last degree. Add another million

of ignorant voters to the million we have now, with

polling places far distant, often ten or even twenty

miles from some of the voters' residences, and tell me

how many of the reliable and respectable women

could you expect to go to the distant polls ? But

every darkey wench would go. It would be only a

frolic for her.

To saddle upon our overworkedwomen the duty of

riding over bad roads, perhaps behind oxen, and

camping out of nights in fear and risk or in the

presence of rain and the victims of insects, vainly to

attempt to counterbalance the gratuitous and useless

increase of ignorance and irresponsibility at the polls

is to put upon them aduty which, as they have not
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asked for it nor coveted it, they will decline to accept.

I know they will thank their sisters, the Remon-

strants, for the stand they have taken in bearding

this lion in his very den.

JOHN G. WEBB .

OSPREY, FLA.

EMERSON'S THEISM.

Editors of The Index :-

In The Index of September 25, under the title of

"The Ghost of Theism," W. S. Kennedy admits that

Emerson"is theistic in his prose and in many parts

of his poems." This fact I wish to emphasize.

Throughout Emerson's writings, his theism is made

prominent. His belief in Deity seems to be the

mainspring of his inspiration. In the lofty prose-

poem, "TheOver-Soul," this is especially discernible.

Frompoint to point inthat wonderful essay, he rises

to the rapture ofthe saint; but his statement is intel-

lectual, and has not, as he says of Plato's writings,-

"what is, no doubt, incident to the regnancy of intel-

lect in his work, the vital authority which the

screams of prophets and the sermons of unlettered

Arabs and Jews possess." But precious to the soul

in its rational search after the "Supreme Intelligence"

areEmerson's words in the above-named essay : "In-

effable is the unionof man and God in every act of

the soul.... How dear,how soothing to man, arises

the idea ofGod, peopling the lonely place, effacing

the scars of our mistakes and disappointments ! The

soul gives itself, alone, original, and pure, to the

Lonely, Original, and Pure, who, on that condition,

gladly inhabits, leads, and speaks through it. Then

is it glad, young, and nimble. It is not wise, but it

sees through all things. It is not called religious, but

it is innocent. It calls the light its own, and feels

that the grass grows and the stone falls by a law in-

ferior to, and dependent on, its nature. Behold, it

saith, I am born into the great, the universal mind.

I, the imperfect, adore my own Perfect. I am some-

how receptive of the great soul, and thereby I do

overlook the sun and stars, and feel them to be the

fair accidents and effects which change and pass.

More and more the surges of everlasting nature enter

into me, and I become public and human in my re-

gards andactions. So come I to live in thoughts, and

actwith energies which are immortal."

Something more than " The Ghost of Theism" is

visible in these passages, and others of kindred nature

maybe culled in abundance from Emerson's glowing

pages. In "Spiritual Laws," he exclaims : "O my

brothers, God exists. There is a soul at the centre of

nature, and over the will of every man, so that none

of us can wrong the universe." And, in "Self-reli-

ance," he says, "When a man lives with God, his

voice shall be as sweet as the murmur of the brook

and the rustle of the corn." In "The Poet," we are

admonished that "the spirit of the world, the great,

calm presence of the Creator, comes not forth to the

sorceries ofopium or of wine" ; and, in "The Problem,"

wefind

"The passive Master lent his hand

To the vast soul that o'er him planned ;

And the same power that reared the shrine

Bestrode the tribes that knelt within."

But it is needless to multiply examples. Emerson

had evidently no "plunge" to take from "the shore of

the dark river of nescience," but was ever serene in

the thought that "as a plant upon the earth, so a

man rests upon the bosom ofGod ; he is nourished by

unfailing fountains, and draws, at his need, inexhaust-

iblepower."

STONES AND BREAD.

Editors of The Index :-

M. F. D.

In the article of The Index of September 4, on

"Stones for Bread," by Thomas Davidson, what this

writer says of the demand for strict morality in a

moral teacher has our hearty approval; but he evi-

dently has no moral sympathy with a person edu-

cated in Orthodoxy and gradually emerging from the

pit throughdoubt and fear. Teachers generally reject

one error in this old creed at a time; and, while pass-

ing through their state of mental evolution, they may

bevery inconsistent with themselves while they are

wholly sincere . There is often a state of semi-intel-

lectual looseness when the heart is honest. Persons in

a transition state are not bound to preach all their

doubts. A person grows into the rejection of such

doctrines as trinity and eternal punishment by de-

grees. The evil is oftener in one's circumstances than

inhimself, and those preachers who accept their creed

"for substance" of doctrines are not conscious of

dishonesty. Prof. Swing, on trial, seemed to believe

statements of doctrine which seemed to be refuted

inhis public teachings. There are many preachers

who consent to the best results of natural science,

whodo not see the inconsistency between those re-

sults and their own theology. They are not dishon-

est, however illogical theymaybe.

but fifty laymen who uphold the double policy for

the sake of the pews, where there is one minister who

preaches from the low motives referred to. Some de-

nominations have an immoral policy with heretics.

It is frankly said by Methodists that they did not

wish to trouble or persecute Dr. Thomas, of Chicago.

He could hold what opinions he chose, only he must

preach Methodism. Yes: they would be willing that

he be dishonest with himself, if he would preach

Methodism. In this direction, the Methodists, some

of them, seemto be falling fromgrace. But such are

only a class, and do not represent the mass of the

Methodist Church. S. S. HUNTING.

THE MORMON OATHS..

Editors of The Index:-

The charges made against the Mormons by Mr.

Michelsen, one of the "apostates," in The Index of

September 11, whether true or false, were well calcu-

lated to stimulate that prejudice or feeling already s0

strong against this religious sect to its highest pitch

of intensity. I, too, have been through the Endow-

ment House, and at the proper time and place will

tell my own story, which will be found, however, to

be but a very small part of the whole story which

begins with the article in this week's Index. But I

must make one or two observations now. The En-

dowment House oaths are the result, and not the

cause of persecution; while the reports given of them

thus far have been in a spirit of malignant exagger-

ation. The testimony of this "apostate" may be

offset by that of Bishop Tuttle, whom he misquotes at

the very head of his article by the omission of these

words, "I know them to be honest, faithful, and prayer-

ful workers ," and also by the fact that this Bishop in

the Episcopalian Church had had a residence among

the Mormons of some twenty-five or thirty years. It

would seem as if these revealers of the secrets of the

Endowment House are a refutation of their own

charges, as these things which they relate as so hor-

rible prove not to have been the cause of their own

apostasy; while their revealment of them eventually

has not brought them any personal harm. And, to

the party now in question, these oaths, it seems, were

quite endurable, not going "against the stomach of

his sense" ; while the prophet's avowal that"the best

revelation he ever had was good sound sense" proved

thatMormonism was not of God, was not divine !

T. W. CURTIS.

To declare that, "for the most part," the preachers

of this countryare more dishonest than "men of any

other profession" is an outrageous slander. It is

admitted that they may have a creed which they

have learned by rote, and still really think that they

honestly believe it. They may show"a sad want of

intellectual thoroughness, courage, and spirituality" ;

but theymay still be honest. On the basis of Bible

authority and interpretation, preachers may teach the

most unreasonable dogmas and still speak their in-

most convictions. The writer supposes that the "his-

torical criticism and philosophical discussion" of this

age must naturally lead all minds to the same con-

clusions . He does not allow for the mental condi-

tion of these thousands who adhere to the old doc-

trines, despite the "light which is in the world to-

day." He may say that the light which is in them is

darkness, but still it is their light. A boy put under

Catholic authorities at the age of twelve years, and

kept twelve years under such authorities till he is

a priest, must believe the dogmas of the Catholic

Church. Many Protestant ministers are educated

almost as exclusively under dogmatic influence.

The narrower one's scope of vision, the more intense

is his conviction and the deeper his sincerity . The

average orthodox minister who sticks "doggedly to

his old-fashioned notions" is as honest as he is big-

oted. His errors are more of his head than of his

heart. I say this, not in charity, but from sheer

justice. All educated persons do not accept the re-

sults of the Dutch school of Biblical criticism nor the

conclusions of the Concord School of Philosophy, and

still those persons may be honest. All scientists are

not evolutionists. The religious mind of the age is

subject to the law of evolution in accordance with

which gills precede lungs, fins arms, and a fish is the

prophecy of a man. Is it not honest in the amphib-

ian to use gills in the water and lungs in the air ?

There are amphibian preachers. I scorn the state-

ment that "the Christian ministry is, at the present

day, one of the most effective schools of deceit in

existence . " Let those who stand outside of all relig-

ious institutions show us that they can be just to the

deluded orthodox .

Let us now look at the charge that many ministers

who accept the advanced views of religion "go on

preaching the old doctrines, trying, for the low mo-

tives of money, position, and popularity, to convince

themselves and others by means of vague, equivocal

language that they still adhere to them."

We admit that there is a considerable number such,

as he illustrates by the "Episcopal minister"; but

their error is more of the head, in a theory of moral

action, than in the intention. There may be many

liberal-minded persons in the pulpits who are trying

to filter the new theology into the minds of their

hearers by the indefinite use of popular phrases, and

they verily think they are doing God service in this

way. Their ethics are Jesuitical. But such preach-

ers are an exceptional class, and their peculiarity is

generally recognized by their hearers. They do not

represent the average educated Christian minister of

any denomination. There is the liberal orthodox

preacher who is a time-server, and there is the liberal

teacher in an orthodox pulpit, who is honest and true

according to his light .

Rev. Heber Newton is a representative of such; and

there are many in the country who are in the Congre-

gational churches, and under the yoke of no imposed

creed, who are as honest as he. We regret to find

men of the class to whom we would object, who are

liberal or orthodox according to their companions

and the occasion. I believe a minister who gains the

reputation of being a Unitarian or Universalist or a

Rationalist, while filling the place of an orthodox

minister faithfully, does not put conscience into his

religion; and the layman who upholds him in this

stage-acting, knowing his private opinions, has no

religious conscience. There are a few such people;

BOOK NOTICES.

OUTLINES OF PSYCHOLOGY, with Special Reference to

the Theory of Education. A Text-Book for Col-

leges . By James Sully, M.A. , author of Sensation

and Intuition, Illusions, etc. New York: D. Apple-
ton & Co. 1884.

There is no science which has been so radically

revolutionized by modern scientific and philosophic

thought as that of psychology, and this book is a

spontaneous result of this change in the method of

viewing mental phenomena. In the old method of

study, physiological conditions were ignored, and

the universality of the application of the doctrine of

evolution to all phenomena was unknown; and the

attempt was made to erect this science on a meta-

physical basis, deducing the whole from a few ab-

stractions from our mental experience. But, when it

was discovered that our mental as well as physical

life is slowly and solidly built up by the conspira-

tion of the myriad influences acting as stimuli upon

the sensitive organism, itself the result of the same

evolutionary process carried on through ages of ever-

accumulating toil, a science of the most mysterious

and unknown domain of human inquiry became pos-

sible. In view of the fact that the development of

scientific thought in other departments have shown

this to be the most difficult of all sciences, on account

of the extreme complexity of the ever-varying phe-

nomena, involving in their operations the twofold

world of mind and matter, it may be said to be yet

in its infancy, and consequently cannot by any means

be regarded as acompleted science.

But, as acompendium of what has been accom-

plished toward this end, this work fills a much-

needed want; and its value can hardly be over-

estimated. The new method of studying this science

has enabled the able author to give a clear, full, and

most interesting account of the different phases

of mental action; and he treats all the various
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classes of the phenomena with great scientific com-

pleteness and accuracy, and in a manner to be

easily understood by the common mind. The feel-

ing which pervades one's mind on its perusal is ,

not that he is soaring in the thin air of metaphysical

abstractions, which offer no fulcrum for his thought,

but that he is dealing with concrete facts, which

spontaneously admit of practical application in his

every-day experience.

The author has long been a persistent student of

mental science from the evolutionist's stand-point,

and has written many periodical essays, besides

publishing other works upon the same subject,

notably among which are Sensation and Intuition

and Illusions, both of which are most valuable con-

tributions to our knowledge of mind. He brings

to his work in this book a vast fund of information

from English and foreign authors, and every page

bears marks of one who is conversant with the views

and conclusions of the leading writers upon mental

science.

The paramount importance of this work in the

cause of education cannot be too highly estimated.

Ifafraction of the time devoted to the study of obso-

lete languages were given to the new psychology,

the results would entirely overbalance any beneficial

influence of theirs to education and general culture.

The reasons for this are very palpable ; for, while

these linguistic studies deal with the superficialde-

velopments of mental phenomena,-isolated mental

facts, the study of psychology, by enlarging our

knowledge of the universal nature and science of

mental action, out from which all linguistic as well

as all other mental development springs, enables us

tocomprehend them in their very origin andconnec-

tions, and to detect the shades of meaning in the

variations and derivations of terms resulting from

changes in psychological states and conditions, in

consonance with changes in material conditions and

in all the differentphases ofsocial environment.

The work consists of seven hundred and eleven

pages, divided into fourteen chapters, in which all

the different phases of sentience are very fully treated

respectively, as follows : Scope and Method of Psy-

chology; Mental Operations and their Conditions ;

Mental Development, Attention, which are especially

valuable; Sensation; Perception; Reproductive Im-

agination (Memory) ; Constructive Imagination ;

Conception; Judgment and Reasoning; Feeling (Sim-

ple Feeling); the Complex Feelings (Sentiments),-

under this head are treated Sympathy, Intellectual

Sentiment, Esthetic Sentiment, and Moral Senti-

ment; the Will (Voluntary Movement), in which the

nature of Desire and its relations to Will in connection

with Representation are ably elucidated; Complex

Action (Conduct), besides several pages of very inter-

esting appendices. The evolution of the mental fac-

ulties in the mind of the child is very fully treated

in connection with various phases of mental action

throughout the work.

SOME HERETICS OF YESTERDAY. By S. E. Herrick,

D.D. Boston : Houghton, Mifflin & Co. Price $1.50.

Inthis volume, we have a course of twelve lectures

given as a Sunday evening course to the people of

his church, by Rev. Dr. Herrick, of the Mt. Vernon

Street Church of this city. For these lectures, the

writer could well have taken the words of Lowell as

a text:-

"By the light of burning heretics Christ's bleeding feet I

track,

Toiling up new Calvaries ever with the cross that turns not

back.

And these mounts of anguish number how each genera-

tion learned

Onenewword of that grand Credo which in prophet hearts

have burned."

Dr. Herrick's "Heretics" are "Tauler and the Mys-

tics," "Wiclif," "Hus," "Savonarola," "Latimer,"

"Cranmer, " "Melancthon," "Knox," "Calvin," "Co-

ligny," " William Brewster," and "John Wesley."

These lectures give an excellent bird's-eye view of the

advance in Christian theology from 1290 until the be-

ginningof the nineteenth century. Theadvance since

thenhas been much more rapid and wide-spread; and

the"heretics" of these days are the religious saints , if

not the religious bigots, in the thought of some of the

thinkers of to-day. Though delivered from a Chris-

tian stand-point, these sketches are admirably filled

out, and present to Christian or radical an excellent

epitome of the progress of religious thought.

THE VIKING BODLEYS : An Excursion into Norway

and Denmark. By Horace E. Scudder, author of

the Bodley Books. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin &

Co. Price $1.50.

This is the eighth and last volume of those delight-

ful story books for young people, the Bodley Books .

The author, referring to the characters which he cre-

ated, says : "For my part, I, the writer of these simple

chronicles, have other friends to whom to say fare-

well. I bid good-by to the many children and their

parents who have followed me year after year as I

have set down the observations and thoughts which

werepart recollections of my own childhood, part the

creations of a playful fancy, part the new discoveries

which come to us when we who were children have

children. " The present volume describes the jour-

ney of the Bodley family through Denmark and

Norway, giving a realistic description of the people

and manners of those countries. Considerable space

is devoted to Björnson, Ole Bull, Hans Christian

Andersen, and Thorwaldsen, whose portraits, with

other pictures of interest regarding them, are given.

The book is beautifully bound, has eight full-page

illustrations, and about forty smaller ones, picturing

noteworthy places, scenes, or people of the countries

described.

WHAT'S THE MATTER ? By Celia B. Whitehead .

Southington, Mass. Price 25 cts.

This pamphlet is a vigorous appeal for reform in

the dress ofwomen. Mixed with considerable whole-

some and sensible truth on the subject, there is also

much crudeness of thought and impracticable sug-

gestions in regard to the reform dress to be adopted

in accordance with the writer's ideas . The style is

lively, earnest, and readable.

THE Art Amateur for October mightbecalled a Club

Number. It gives "Glimpses of the Tile Club of New

York" by Mr. Lathrop, illustrated by woodcuts of the

works of the artists who belong to it. These are clever

sketches in charcoal, and show vigor and life in the

club. It is a small association, composed entirely of

artists . The object of the club seems to be social en-

joyment, which encourages good feeling among the

artists rather than serious study. "Beta" gives an

account of the Art Clubs of Boston, and the reasons

why artists are dissatisfied with the original Art Club ,

whose control has passed into the hands of moneyed

men rather thanmembers ofthe profession. It is amis-

take frequently made to seek rapid outward success

for an institution by admitting to its counsels andgov-

ernment those who are not fully committed to the

aims and purposes for which it is founded. Such a

course brings fine buildings and large investments,

but not real success in carrying out the idea. "The

Paint and Clay Club" has striven to make up for this

defect by confining its membership to "contributors

to Art." It appears to be on friendly terms with the

Art Club, which has granted to it the use of its gal-

lery. The " St. Botolph's Club" is a more general as-

sociation, including literary men. "There is one ob-

jection to all these clubs,-that they exclude women,

in order that they may admit" "wine and cigars," the

sale of which articles contributes largely to the pecun-

iary success of the Clubs. We hope Boston may yet

have artistic and literary associations not open to

these objections. There is the usual variety of inter-

esting instruction and illustration in Decorative Art.

The Art Amateur is a welcome guest in every house-

hold where there is a love of beauty or a taste for

fancy work.-E. D. C.

THE Revue de Belgique for September, after discuss-

ing military and academic training, gives a power-

ful article by Count Goblet d'Alviella on the best

way to resist those reactionary papists who have not

only crippled the public school system of Belgium,

and thrown open all the municipal and village treas-

uries to be plundered by the clergy and the convents,

but have openly violated the national constitution.

The Church has taken such a position that her priests

must be simply electioneering agents, who meddle

with religion in their spare moments, but always

with a view to political spoils. The clerical party

opposes so obstinately all expenditure of money on

the public schools that the friends of education ought

in return to set themselves against any State aid to

public worship. The mottoes of the Belgian liberals

must be, "No more plunder of the State by the

Church !" "Down with the convents!" Our friends

expect soon to be obliged to add, "Down with the

Church."

THE INEVITABLE.*

[In memoriam of Miss Hardaker, among whose last

words uttered to the only near friend who stood byher

death-bed were these : "I have made a hard fight, but

have to yield."]

Her serious life

Was constant strife

Betwixther fortune and desire;

Her strong, firm will

No fate could chill

Nor e'enher steady purpose tire.

The victories gained,

The ends attained,

Toher seemed earnest of her dower;

That fragile frame

To her became

But servant of volition's power.

The weaker-souled

Towhom she doled

Ascornful pity,-courage-bred,-

For winds that swayed

Or storms which laid

Their fairest hopes among the dead,

Eyed her askance,

Said,"If perchance

Death inevitable should come

Atlife's high noon,

Would she attune

Her will to resignation dumb?

"That would decide

Her strength of pride,

If, quivering not inDeath's cold clutch,

She dared defeat,

And tried to cheat

Him of the life she loves so much."

We little guessed

How soon such test

By that brave soul wouldbe endured;

Herheart ne'er failed,

She never quailed,

Even when Death's victory was assured.

She faced alone

The vast Unknown,

Dared lone the mysteries thus revealed;

She asked no friend

To share the end;

In silence masked her thought concealed.

Thus to await

Her new estate,

Her new life's birth or sole life's close,

Gave evidence

That no pretence

Had ruled her vaunt to friend or foes.

SARA A. UNDERWOOD.

The American Lesson

OF THE

Free Trade Struggle in England.

By M. M. TRUMBULL.

300 pages. Price, paper, 35 cents; common cloth, 50 cents;

fine cloth, 75 cents.

PRESS NOTICES:

"There is no other teaching of Free Trade by example at

all to be compared with it.... It is as interesting as a ro-

mance ."-Chicago Times .

"The author does not deal with statistics, but relates the
story of the contest in such a pleasing manner that it

reads like an enchanted tale."-Omaha Herald.

Address all orders to
THE RADICAL REVIEW,

412 NORTH AVENUE,

CHICAGO, ILL.

Read at the meeting of the ParkerMemorial Science
Class,heldSunday, Oct. 12, 1884, in memory of Miss M. A.

Hardaker.
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Customs of Modern Savages. Illus .. 5.00

1.00

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus..

MACAULAY'S History of England. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK(W. H.). Is LifeWorthLiving? 1.25

Social Equality...

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.
12 vols

1.50

2.00

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Body and Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

encetoMental Disorders .......

Physiology of Mind.

Body andWill: Being an Essay concern-

ing Will in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical, and PathologicalAspects 2.50

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-

lyle...

SCOTT'S Complete PoeticalWorks Illus. 8.00

SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols . 15.00

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

ADAMS(R. C.). Evolution. ASummary

ofEvidence
$0.25

ADLER(FELIX). CreedandDeed
1.00

Natural History. Illus...

AGASSIZ (LOUIS). Methods of Studyin

The Scientific Evidences ofOrganicEvo-

lution .50
3.00

1.50

1.00

Geological Sketches. First Series.
1.50

AJourney inBrazil. Illus......

Geological Sketches . Second Series..... 1.50
5.00

The Religion of Humanity

The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of

2.50
1.50

Morals of Evolution 1.00
4.00

1.00

Doctrine of a Future Life......

ALGER(W. R. ). ACritical History ofthe
Primitive Christianity 1.75

3.50
Child's Book of Religion. For Sunday-

Physiology of Common Life. 2vols.....

The Story of Goethe's Life .

Problems of Life and Mind.

3.00 Talks about Jesus 1.00
1.50

First Se-

schools andHomes 1.00

ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN-

MENTS.
1.50

Stories from the Lips of the Teacher....

Stories of the Patriarchs

1.00

1.00

ries. 2 vols....

Series...

6.00

Beliefs about the Bible .....

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her

1.00

The Physical Basis of Mind. Second
Riddles 1.00

3.00
Bluffton. A Story of To-day 1.00

ARNOLD (EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama.
Prince of India and Founder of

Beliefs of the Unbelievers . .25

The Study of Psychology, its Object, SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory
Spirit of the New Faith.. 1.00

Scope, andMethod. 2.00
ofDescent and Darwinism. Illus...... 1.50

The Safest Creed 1.00

Knowledge and Faith 1.00 LONGFELLOW'S Poetical Works. 2vols. 7.00 SCHROEDER (DR. KARL). AManual of

Buddhism
1.00

Life of Gerrit Smith

Creedand Conduct 1.00

ARNOLD(MATTHEW). Essays in Criti-

cism..
2.00

TheRising and the Setting Faith
Visions of the Future

1.00

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated fromthe German. Illus ... 3.50

1.00

Godand the Bible 1.50
Life of Theodore Parker .. 2.00

Literature andDogma
1.50

GeorgeRipley.... 1.25

BAIN (ALEXANDER) Mental Science:

ACompendiumofPsychology andHis-

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs.

Huxley. Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley .50

FULLER (MARGARET). Women in the Chemistry .50

toryofPhilosорһу
1.50

Nineteenth Century. 1.50

The Emotions and the Will...
Life without and Life within.. 150 8.00

500

Physics ..

Physical Geography.

.50

.50

MoralScience: ACompendium ofEthics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50
AtHomeandAbroad. 1.50 Geology. .50

Relations 1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS). Hereditary Genius

EnglishMen of Science...

2.00
Physiology .50

1.00
Astronomy. .50

TheSenses and the Intellect 5.00 Inquiries into Human Faculty and its
Botany1.00 .50

BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of
Development... 300

Logic.... .50

Life. 2 vols.... 5.00

The Beginnings of Life; of, The Modes

ofOrigin ofLowerOrganisms. 2vols .

Evolution and the Origin of Life

5.00

GARRISON (WM. LLOYD). Tributesto

at his Funeral. With Heliotype of

BustbyAnne Whitney.

15.00
Inventional Geometry .50

Piano-forte Playing .50

PoliticalEconomy,
.50

.75 NaturalResources of the United States .
.50

2.00
BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous- erty

ness 1.50

Eating andDrinking .75

Stimulants and Narcotics.

OurHome Physician: A Popular Guide

to theArt of Preserving Health and

TreatingDisease.

..

6.00
.50

BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. ANovelof New York.. 1.50

The Secretof Good Memory

The Secret of a Clear Head...

Common Mind Troubles .

.50

...

.50

BLAINE'S (JAMES G.) Eulogy on James

A. Garfield. With Portrait .. .50

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-

calWorks . Illustrated 2.50

How tomake the Bestof Life..

GRAY (ASA) . Darwiniana: Essays and

Reviews pertaining to Darwinism

.50

4.00

BUCKLE'S (H. T.) History of Civilization

inEngland... 4.00

Essays,with aBiography of the author.. 1.00

BUECHNER'S Force and Matter 3.25

BURNS (ROBERT). CompleteWorks .... 1.00

CARLETON (WILL). Farm Festivals. ... 1.00

Illus .. 2.00

Farm Legends. Illus ... 2.00

Farm Ballads. Illus ..... 2.00

2.50
Universal Progress....

200

1.50 Essays, Moral, Political, Esthetic.. 2.00

2.50
Social Statics.

2.00

Data of Ethics
1.25

Study of Sociology.
1.501.25 Education
1.25

2.00
STALLO (J. B.). The Concepts and Theo-

ries of ModernPhysics.
1.75

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits andMaps. 6vols...
7.50

French Revolution. 2 vols . 2.50

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols ..... 2.50

CriticalandMiscellaneous Essays. With

Portrait. 2 vols..... 3.50

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With
Portraits. 2 vols.... 4.00

The Faith of Reason

CHADWICK (J. W.). The Bible of To-day, 1.50

1.00

TheMan Jesus . 1.00

CHANEY (G. L.). F. Grant & Co.; or, Part-

nerships. A Story for the Boys who
meanBusiness ....

HAWLEY (F. B.). Capital and Popula-

tion: AStudy of the Economic Effects

of their Relations to each other...

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

Scarlet Letter..

1.50

1.25

1.25

Tom. AHome Story.. 1.25

1.25

CHILD(LYDIA MARIA). Aspirations of

theWorld: AChain of Opals........... 1.25
Looking toward Sunset......

Letters. With aBiographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

AppendixbyWendell Phillips. With
Portrait..

GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the

Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6vols ..

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-

lessness...

12.00

.50

2.00

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2 vols. 4.00

HAECKEL (ERNST). The History of

Creation ; or, The Development of the

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes. Illus . 2 vols. 5.00

The Evolution of Man. 2vols........

Freedom in Science and Teaching

HALLOWELL (R. P.). The Quaker Inva-

5.00

1.25

2.00

5.00

sion of Massachusetts ..

HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy.....

HAMMOND (DR. W. A.). A Treatise on

Diseases of theNervous System

HARDY (ARTHUR S.). But yetaWoman 1.25

HARRIS (J. C.) . UncleRemus: His Songs

and Sayings. The Folk Lore of the

Old Plantation. Illus.....

The House of the Seven Gables.

HAZARD (ROWLAND G. ). Man a Cre-
ative First Cause

Freedom of the Will

HELMHOLTZ (H.). Popular Lectures on
Scientific Subjects . With an Introduc

tionby Prof. Tyndall..

Second Series

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus ...

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment.....

Young Folks' History of the United

2.50

1.50

CLARK (EDW. H., M.D.). Sex in Educa-
tion

1.25

TheBuilding of aBrain 1.25

CLODD(E.). The Childhoods ofReligions.

Asimple account of the Birth and

Growth of Myths and Legends....

States

1.25
Margaret Fuller Ossoli.....

COBBE(FRANCES POWER), TheDuties HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

ofWomen........ Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M.D.). The SacredAnthology, 200

TheEarthward Pilgrimage..
Idols and Ideals.

Demonology andDevil Lore. 2vols..... 7.00

ingPlace

1.75

1.50

Emerson atHome andAbroad..

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture, and

OtherEssays....
The New Chemistry..

1.50

1.00

2.00

COOPER ( JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Complete in 16vols... 20.00

DANA(R. H.) . Two Years beforethe Mast, 1.50

DARWIN(CHARLES). Origin ofSpecies, 2.00
DescentofMan.....

Journal of
Researches .

Emotional
Expression...

Animals and Plants under Domestica-
tion. 2 vols .....

Insectivorous Plants

ClimbingPlants

Orchids fertilized by Insects

Fertilization in the VegetableKingdom.
...

Forms ofFlowers ...

The Mystery ofPain ....

Physiology for PracticalUse

HOLLAND (F. M.). Reign of the Stoics..
Stories fromRobert Browning ..

Sordello : A Story from Robert Brown-

ing...... Paper, 35 cts.; cloth,

HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The
Autocrat of the Breakfast Table..

The Professor at the Breakfast Table....

The Poet at the Breakfast Table......

Poems....

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Elsie Venner

3.00 HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-

2.00 moirand Portrait. 2 vols..

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.). The Lady of the

5.00

2.00

Aroostook

The Undiscovered Country....

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos ; or, Sketch of a
Physical Description of the Universe.

TravelsandResearches

(Alexanderand William) Lives of. Por-

1.75

2.00
2vols......

1.50

.75

2.00

2.00

1.50

1.50

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON). The

Organs of Speech and their Apulica-

tion in the Formation of Articmate

Sounds...

MILL (JOHN STUART). The Positive

Philosophy of Auguste Comte........

PoliticalEconomy

The Subjection of Women; Essay on
Liberty, both in one vol..

RepresentativeGovernment....

ThreeEssays on Religion.....

1.00

Memoirand Portrait. 2 vols ....

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women....

SMITH'S Ancient History, from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fall of the Western

Empire. Illus. 3 vols.....

3.50

3.00

6.00

1.75 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00

1.50

2.50

MILLS (C. D.B). Gems of the Orient.... 1.50
Buddhaand Buddhism...

MUELLER (F. MAX). Lectures on the

Science of Language

Chips froma GermanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, andCustoms. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, and An-
tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology. Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On
Freedom, etc. Price, per vol., $2.00 ;

theset..

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or

Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustrated by the Relig-
ions of India

OORT (DR. H.) and HOOYKAAS (DR. I.) .

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of
Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study ofthe Bible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;
Moses; Judges....

Vol. II. Kings and Prophets
Vol. III . New Testament.....

4.00 OSWALD (FELIX L.. M.D.). Physical
Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature.....

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

ofthe Christian Religion andthe Sig-

nificance of its Rise andDecline.....

PAINE (THOMAS). Age of Reason.......

Complete Works ...

1.50

1.25

1.00

2.25

1.25

1.50

.50

1.75 PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind

Prayers by Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of

Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools and Familles.

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

theReligion andPhilosophy of Eman-

uel Swedenborg

2.00

2.00

2.00

2.00

1.25

2.00

3.50

1.50

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.

With Portraits. 2 vols .

Lifeof Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

traits. 3 vols ....

Famous Americans of Recent Times ....

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

tions. 2 vols..

1.50 PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART) . The

8.00

.75

GatesAjar ....

BeyondtheGates.

10.00

2.00

Principles of Biology. 2 vols

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols ....... 4.00

Principles of Sociology. 2 vols...... 4.00

Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00

STEWART (S. J.). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatitis andhowit Grew.. .25

STICKNEY (ALBERT). A True Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of "Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful

illustrations ..
5.00

STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

town Folks. ANew England Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

landStory

2.50 STRAUSS (D. F. ). The Old Faith and the

New..

2.00

2.00

2.00

1.00

1.00

.50

7.00

1.50

1.00

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

oweto each other.

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-

fiveYears .

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

Motion
2.50

Fragments of Science..
2.50

Light andElectricity.
1.25

Lessons in Electricity .
1.00

Hours of Exercise in theAlps .
2.00

BelfastAddress .

.50

UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free
Thought

VOGEL (A.). APractical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ...

.75 VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

1.25

4.00

WALKER (PROF. F. A.). Wages

Money..

Money. Trade, and Industry.

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6

vols. Illus ..

2.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

6.00
The Social Law of Labor .

2.00

6.00

1.50

1.50

WEISS (JOHN). Life and Correspondence
of Theodore Parker

American Religion

The Immortal Life

Wit. Humor, and Shakespeare

1.25 WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life andDoctor Zay

PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newlyengraved LikenessesofSumner.

2vols.....

Vegetable Mould, etc...

Completeset,13vols.

Powerof
Movement in Plants . 1.50

2.00

1.50
traits.....

25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays

ures

1.00

1.75

4.50

tory Liquor Laws

1.50

Growth of Language ...

6.00

1.50

3.50

4.00

1.50

10.00

1.25

1.50

4.00

1.50

1.50

2.00

1.50

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works, with Portrait 2.00

WILSON(HENRY) . Rise and Fall of the

Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols.... 9.00
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Sawing Made Easy.

MONARCH LIGHTNINGSAWING MACHINE

SENT ON

30 DAYS'

TEST TRIAL.

For logging camps, wood-yards, farmers gettingout
stove and sorts log-cutting-it is unrivaled.

Thousands sold yearly , Aboy of 16 cansaw logs fast and

easy. Immense saving of labor andmoney. Writo

alsobrilliantly illuminated poster in5 colors. All free.
Agents Wanted. Big money made quickly.

MONARCHMF'G CO. , (A) 206 State St., Chicago, IIL

THEBESTEQUIPPED

2,000
WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS

The 3rd School Year of this Family and

Day School for Boys and Girls will begin

NATH'L T. ALLEN, Newton, Mass.PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF Sept. 17. 1884. For catalogue address

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-

called "TwelveGreat Pictures ofthe World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;

Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; AN-

sumption of the Virgin , TITIAN; The Trans-

figuration, RAPHAEL ; Sicti donna,

RAPHAEL; HolvN

J. HART & CO.,
BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa.

GUIDO; CornellUnivLibComCom- Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-
scent from

31870F ; De- land, and other points in Europe. Agency

NS; The Immac- for the American Line of Steamers.

ulateCon I, MURILLO,
Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.10; or

any one or more at 20 cts. each (with Cata-

logue when desired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee, Wis.

RAILROAD IN THE WORLD. Robert G. Ingersoll's Writings.
Let it be forever remembered that the

Chicago & North-Western

RAILWAY

is the best and shortest route to and from

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

that it is preferred by all well-posted trav-

ellers whenpassing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

It also operates the best route and the short

line between

Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapolis.

Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison,

Fort Howard (Green Bay), Wis., Winona,

Owatonna, Mankato, Minn., Cedar Rapids ,

Des Moines, Webster City, Algona, Clinton,

Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin, Rock-

ford, Ill. , are among its eight hundred local

stations on its lines .

Among a few of the numerous points of

superiority enjoyed by the patrons of this

Only authorized editions .

Vol. I.-THE GODS, and Other

Lectures. Contents: "The Gods,"

"Humboldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individ-

nality," "Heretics and Heresie- ." 12mo,

253 pages. Cloth, $1.25 ; paper, 50cents.

Vol. II. - THE GHOSTs, and Other
Lectures. Contents: "The Ghosts,"

"The Liberty of Man, Woman, and

Child," "The Declaration of Independ-

ence," "About Farming in Illinois ,"

"The Grant Banquet Toast," "The Past

rises before me like a Dream," "Tribute

to Rev. Alexander Clark," "Tribute to

Ebon C. Ingersoll." 12mo, 243 pages.

Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. III.-SOME MISTAKES OF

MOSES. 12mo, 278 pages. Cloth, $1.25;
paper, 50cents.

Vol . IV.-INGERSOLL ON TAL-

MAGIAN THEOLOGY. (New.)

443 pages . Cloch, gilt top, $2.00; plain

coth, $1.25; paper50 cents.

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE

SAVED? 89 pages, 12mo. Paper, 25
cents.

road are its DayCoaches,which are the THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. Afinest that human art and ingenuity can

create; its Palatial Sleeping Cars,

which are models of comfort and elegance;

its Palace Drawing Room Cars ,

which are unsurpassed by any; and its

widely celebrated

NORTH -WESTERN DINING CARS,

the like of which are not run by any other

road anywhere. In short, it is asserted that

it is the best equipped road in the

world.

All points of interest North, North-west,

and West of Chicago, business centres ,

summer resorts, and noted hunting and

fishing grounds, are«ccessible by the vari-

ous branches of this road .

It owns and controls over five thousand

passenger conductors constantly caring for
pleng sot chundred
its millions of patrons .

Ask your ticket agent for tickets via this

route, andtakenone other. All leading
ticket agents sell them. It costs no more to

travel on this route that gives first-class ac-

commodations than it does to go by the

poorly equipped roads.

For maps, descriptive circulars, and sum-

mer resort papers, or other information not

obtainable at your local ticket office, write

tothe

GEN'L PASS. AGENT, C. & N.-W. RY

CHICAGO, ILL.

Travels in Faith from

series of articles on the Christian Relig-

ion, by Col. ROBERTG. INGERSOLL, Judge

JEREMIAH S. BLACK, and Prof. GEORGE

P. FISHER. The only complete and au-

thorized edition. One volume, 8vo, 143
pages . Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents.

VINDICATION OF THOMAS

PAINE, from the attacks of the

New York Observer. By ROBERT G.

INGERSOLL. Paper, 25 cents.

Just Published :

Ingersoll's Lectures Complete.

Inone superb volume, 1306 pages, octavo,

half calf, gilt, mottled edges. Price, post
paid,$5.00.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL
RIGHTS MASS MEETING, held

at Lincoln Hall, Washington, D.C.. Octo-

ber22,1883. Containing the speeches of
Hon. FREDERICK DOUGLASS and Col.

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Large size, oc-
tavo. Paper, price 15 cents.

PROSE - POEMS AND SELEC-

TIONS from the writings and sayings

Modern Thinkers,

Principally upon Social Science.

By Prof. VAN BUREN DENSLOW, LL.D.

With IntroductionbyROBERTG. INGER-
SOLL. Including critical analyses of

Swedenborg as a Seer, of Adam Smith

as an Economist, of Jeremy Bentham as

a Law Reformer, of Thomas Paine and

Junius as Political Revolutionists, of

Charles Fourier as a Socialist, of Her-

bert Spencer and Ernst Haeckel as Evo-

lutionists, and of Auguste Comte s a

Positivist, with an Essay on Wealth in
its Relations to Christian Ethics.

The Fifth Edition has just been issued

"Uponthe question of money, this volume

contains thebest thing I have ever read. "-

R. G. Ingersoll (in Introduction).

"We confess that, if we stood on the

ground on which Mr. Spencer stands, we

should find it difficult to prevent ourselves
from being pushed by the stalwart arm of

Dr. Denslow's logic into the gulf of ethical

nihilism. "-Prof. Goldwin Smith.

INVESTORS
should confer with the

WESTERNFARM MORTGAGE CO.,
LAWRENCE, KANSAS ,

FirstMortgage Real Estate Loans paid

in New York. Absolute Satisfaction
GUARANTEED. For reliability , consult Third

Nat. Bank. N. Y. City, or Nat. Bank, Lawrence, Kan,

Security large. Interest promptly paid.
Send for pamphlet with testimonials, sample forns, etc.
F. M. Perkins, Pres. N.F Hart, L. H. Perkins , Sec.
J. T. Warne. V. Pres . Auditor. C. W.Gillett, Treat

The Secret of the East ;
OR,

The Origin of the Christian Religion

and the Significance of its

Rise and Decline.

By FELIX L. OSWALD, M.D.

Handsomelybound in cloth. Price $1.00.

"Thework covers agreat amount of crit-

ical andhistorical ground independently of

the Buddhistic analogies; it is in fact a vig-

orous, uncompromising outline of Christian
history, with all the weakness and wicked-

ness mercilessly dragged into daylight....

The case against the Christian Church is a

marvellously strong one. The superstitions
and miseries of mediævalism, the woes,

tortures, burnings, rackings, and brutalities

accomplished in the name of Christianity,

are set in blackest array. The Nature-wor-

ship of the pagan Greeks andRomans is set

in contrast. Nor is Dr. Oswald verygener-

ous in admission of improvement in con-

temporary Christianity. To him, it is a

hurtful supernaturalism, impeding science,

diffusing pessimism, promoting hypocrisy,

and repressing the physical nature. His

book is remarkablywell written, brilliantly
concise in style, and, aside from its special

theories, of considerable scientific and his-

toric value."-Boston Evening Transcript.

Sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt of price

by the INDEX ASSOCIATION, 44 Boylston

Street, Boston, Mass.

Man --- Whence and Whither ?
"Now, the whole force of this case de-

pends upon the assertion of Goldwin Smith

that Dr. Van Buren Denslow is a disciple of

Herbert Spencer. But the assertion is not By RICHARD B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.B.

true in any sense or in any degree. On the

contrary, Dr. Denslow is an open antagonist

of Mr. Spencer. His essay on Spencer's

Philosophy, first published in theChicago
Times, while speaking of the man in the

usual terms of perfunctory compliment, as
have also Goldwin Smith and the Saturday

Review, is adverse, carping, and deprecia-

tory on every point that he considers. The
criticism was regarded as so damaging that

Spencer's friends were told they must reply

to it or forever hold their peace; and we

were confidently assured that the last we

should ever hear of Spencer's system was

the thud of the clods that Denslow had

thrown upon its coffin ."-Prof. Youmans, in

Popular Science Monthly and in Introduc-

tion to Current American Edition of the

Data of Ethics .
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subject of a separate treatise."
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THE people of Wyoming Territory are to vote

upon the 4th of November on the question of tax-

ingchurchproperty.

THE Executive Committee of the Prohibition

partyhas issued a call to the people of this coun-

try, in view of the evils of the liquor traffic, "to

observe Wednesday, October 29, as a day of fast-

ing, humiliation, and confession."

THE First Spiritual Temple in this city, now

nearly completed, is a massive and lofty edifice.

The cost of the building and the lot on which it

stand is said to be $250,000, the gift of Mr. Ayer,

a wealthy Spiritualist. The main hall will seat

fifteen hundred persons; and in addition there are

small halls for lectures, schools, andother purposes.

On the 13th, after the celebration of mass in St.

Peter's, London, the bishop of the diocese and the

clergy and the congregation, numbering five hun-

dred, proceeded to the shrine of Edward the Con-

fessor in Westminster Abbey, where they knelt

and prayed for the conversion of England to the

ancient faith. The Despatch says: "The people
made the sign of the cross. The visitors at the

Abbey were much astonished by the proceeding."

MR. VANDERBILT'S munificent gift of half a

million dollars to the College of Physicians and

Surgeons of the City of NewYork, is a most praise-

worthy contribution to the advancement of medical

science, which will receive grateful acknowledg.

ment from all who are interested in the study and

practice of medicine, and from intelligent people

generally, who see the intimate relation between

aknowledge of the cause and cure of disease and

the general welfare.

get into the country with their families at little

expense. It will, we trust, afford a counter at-

traction to the Sunday excursions, which are

almost invariably accompanied with drinking,

oftenwith carousing, and sometimes with fighting.

Anything which tends to break up the tenement-

house system in New York is beneficent, even if

it breaks in upon it only one day in seven."

It is now urged against Carl Schurz thathe is

an "infidel. " Gath writes to a Cincinnati paper :

"In my first letter, I described him as having been

born of good Catholic parents. It seems that he

has no religion himself.... He has no respect

for the humblest class and no recognition of God.

Where has he attended church in this country

since he came to it? Yet his English education

has made him very careful about offending the

Orthodox instincts of the Americans." The let-

ter is headed, "A man without religion, honesty, or

principle." Gath,who seems to be devoid ofpiety

except during political campaigns, is in pretty

small business when he attempts to excite popular

prejudice and resentment against amaninapolit-

ical contest, because of his views on religious

matters.

THE London Society for Psychical Research

was organized two years ago. The president is

Prof. Henry Sidgwick, who fills the chair of moral

philosophy at Cambridge. It has four hundred

members, among whom are Rayleigh, Tennyson,
Ruskin, Balfour Stewart, and Prof. W. F. Barrett.

The society divides its work into several depart-

ments, each of which is under its own committee.

Among the objects of investigation are hypnotism,
mesmeric trance, clairvoyance, Spiritualism, alleged

apparitions, etc. It aims to separate illusion and

deception from fact, and to make a scientific exam-

ination of certain obscure phenomena instead of

leaving them to the control of chance or charlatan-

ism. Consequently, instead of putting aside any

alleged phenomena as impossible, on the ground

that the belief in them is the result of superstition,

it endeavors to explain or expose them by its own

original investigations. We understand that a

Psychical Research Society, modelled after the

London organization, has been formed in Phila-

delphia.

REV. W. J. COLEMAN, referring in the Christian

Statesman to the Prohibition party, after mention-

ing that the National Reform Association ("the

God in the Constitution party") has been laboring

forty years "to vindicate the claims of our Lord

Jesus Christ to national acknowledgment and

obedience," rejoices that "now there rises a party

which, in the first plank of its platform, acknowl-

edges God's sovereignty over nations and the

supreme authority of his Word." Of those who

compose this party, he says : "So far as Iknow, they

are all Christians. Infidels are on the other side,

as the champions of man's 'personal rights. " The

fact is, "infidels," so called, have been pioneers in

the cause of temperance, and, in proportion to

SOME of the religious papers of New York

think the new five-cent rule of the elevated roads

will lead to desecration of the Sabbath, but the

Christian Union speaks in praise of it as follows :

"This is a good movement, and one to be encour-

aged as a promotion of better Sunday observance ;

for it will enable the poor classes, hived in their their number and means, are not behind Chris-
tenement-houses during six days in the week, to

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

traffic and supporting rational temperance princi-

ples; buthow can they, while working for the com-

plete separation of Church and State, supposing

they have overcome all objection to what is im-

plied in prohibition, give support to a party that

would, if it had power, make such changes in the

National Constitution as would virtually disfran-

chise them ? Temperance is a virtue; but, when

thehonest sentiment in favor of it is, through the

influence of men of narrow religious views and

intolerant zeal, misdirected to the support of a

movement which not only opposes every effort to

remove the existing remnants of the union of

Church and State in this country, but aims to

Christianize the government and to incorporate

into the Constitution sectarian theological dogmas,

consistent "infidels" will think twice before giving

such a movement their support. The cause of

temperance deserves better associations and wiser

leadership than it gets from those who use it to
secure legislation in the interests of sectarianism,

and against religious freedom and equal and exact

justice for all.
THE Investigator says, "A Spiritualist, and even

a Christian, as well as an Agnostic, might join the

League; for it does not at all interfere with any

of their views on religion." This accords, with

the design of the founders of the National Liberal

League; but is it consistent with the declarations

of its Secretary over his official signature, in re-

gardto building "halls for Liberalism," promising

that, if "friends give of their wealth, they shall

see the cross vanish in the laboratory of science,"

and talking about "our consolation, our faith, our

glory founded in the life that now is," "the noble

consolations of our secular faith," etc. ? Since

Christians are invited to join the League, is not a

Christian eligible to office? If elected to the posi-

tion of secretary, would he be permitted by the

liberal members to declare officially his intention

to build Christian churches, "to speak our word,

our consolation, our faith, our glory in the life

that is" to come, "the noble consolations" of our

Christian faith, etc. ? When the co-operation of all

who believe in complete State secularization is so-

licited in support of an organized movement for

that distinct purpose, how can the leaders of such

amovement, by their official words and acts, hon-

estly or fairly commit it either to Christianity or

to "our secular faith"? If Liberals wish to unite

for the propagation of any particular religious or

anti-religious philosophy, it is their right to do so ;

but they have no right to declare that their work

is one in which "even a Christian as well as an

Agnostic might join," and then announce a policy

and aprogramme in which no Christian can con-

cur, and to which some even who are not Chris-

tians conscientiously object. We go as far as

anybody in the rejection of theology and in oppos-

ing it fairly and honorably, but do not believe in,

and cannot even by silence consent to, the smug-

gling into amovement announcedby its leaders to

be solely for State secularization a scheme to op-

pose the religious faith of thousands who sincerely

tians in trying to lessen the evils of the liquor | believe in State secularization.
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AN OASIS IN THE POLITICAL DESERT.

In the midst of the crimination and recrimina-

tion of the pending Presidential campaign, and

the dreary dearth of commanding political princi-

ples in the discussions on party platforms and in

the partypress, it is refreshing to find an account

in a few of the newspapers of a very important

philanthropic meeting that has been held in be-

half of the reformation of the national Indian

policy. This meeting took place at Lake Mohonk,

New York, in the last week of September, and

continued three days. It was called by Albert K.

Smiley, one of the United States Indian Commis-

sioners, who is the proprietor of the Lake Mohonk

Mountain House and its twenty-fivehundred acres

of forest grounds. In his capacity as commis-

sioner, he has himself made frequent visits to the

Indians, and has a thorough knowledge of the In-

dian problem; and the object of the meeting was

to bring together in conference as many as possi-

ble of those persons who, either as Indian Com-

missioners or agents or educators, understand the

practical condition and needs of the Indians, and

also prominent representatives of that class of cit-

izens who are now philanthropically interested in

the civilization of the Indian as the only solution

of the Indian question. It was, therefore, a con-

ference that was important by its weight of char-

acter; and its voice can but have great influence

in moulding public sentiment, and even in affect

ing congressional opinion, if Congressmen, after

the Presidential election is over, can be induced to

giveheed for a few weeks to the elementary prin-

ciples of common sense and justice in legislating

upon Indian affairs .

Among the members of the Conference, which

numbered about sixty persons, were Gen. ClintonB.

Fish, Gen. E. Whittlesey, William McMichael, and

William H. Lyons, who are also on the Board of In-

dian Commissioners with Mr. Smiley; Dr. Rhoads,

Henry S. Pancoast, Herbert Welsh, and Philip C.

Garrett, of Philadelphia, who represented the Indian

Rights Association; Gen. Armstrong of Hampton,

Va., and Captain Pratt of Carlisle, Pa., who have

had experience as practical educators of Indian

boys and girls; Gen. R. M. Milroy, who has been a

with the Indians, the reservation system, govern-

ment aid and agencies, law and courts. It was

clearly shown that the custom of making treaties

with the Indians as if they were a foreign people,

the granting to them large tracts of territory

without showing them how to cultivate it, the

taking care of them through agents (and often dis-

honest agents) as if they could not take care of

themselves, and their anomalous position in respect

to the national laws and courts, are great obstacles

in the way of Indian civilization. Yet it was also

admitted that, in order to prevent suffering, these

obstacles must be gradually removed, while the

Indian is being prepared by education and super-

vision, through carefully chosen wise agents, to

pass from the present system to that which is pro-

posed.

As to the capacity of the Indians for civilization

and hence for citizenship, there was no question

among these men and women, whose testimony on

this matter is to be regarded as that of experts.

The fact was brought out that, in several instances

where the conditions had been favorable, and even

sometimes in the face of great difficulties, tribes

or portions of tribes are already far on the road to

civilization. Commissioner Lyons, for instance,

said of the Flandreau Indians, apart of the Sante

Sioux, who for the last nine years have had home-

steads in Flandreau, Dakota, that they "have al-

ready good farms, excellent houses,-in some of

them a melodeon,-clean and nice housekeeping.

The merchants of Flandreau trust them the same

as white men; the banks likewise. They are

already civilized,-that is, Americanized,-good

citizens; and yet some of them were of the bloody

Sioux who engaged in the New Ulm massacre."

Nor was there any essential difference of opin-

ion in the Conference as to what needs to be done .

The resolutions were clear and pointed. They

recommended the adoption ofmeasures that would

gradually abolish the tribal relation and the reser-

vation system, and the granting of lands in sever-

alty at once to all Indians who are ready to take

them. It was also resolved that the bill which

passed the Senate at the last session, known as

the Coke bill, would, though susceptible of some

amendment, be a good law for effecting this ob-

wise and successful Indian agent in Washington| ject, and that the House of Representatives should

Territory; and Alice C. Fletcher, who has just com-

pleted most satisfactorily the difficult and delicate

task, as government agent, of settling the Omaha

Indians upon lands in severalty, with individual

deeds of ownership. In addition to these were

several officers of associations for doing educa

tional missionary work among the Indians, and

other noted men and women specially interested

in obtaining legislation for righting the Indian's

wrongs.

The work of the Conference was carefully laid

outwith a view of confining the discussions to a

logical order, and bringing them to a clear and

definite conclusion. The whole subject was di-

vided into two parts: first, Indian citizenship aş

the solution of the Indian problem; second, criti-

cism of the present national system of managing

the Indians. Each of these parts was again subdi-

vided, and hours allotted successively for consid-

eration of each of the subdivisions. Under the

tirsthead were considered: proofs of Indian capac-

ity for citizenship, and, as necessary for securing

and maintaining citizenship, the ownership of

lands in severalty with a personal and protected

title; the ballot; education in all its branches, in-

dustrial, intellectual, moral, and religious; also,

for accomplishing these ends, the reformation of

public opinion and the reformation of national

legislation. Under the second head, the discus-

sions covered the matters of government treaties

beurged to pass it at the coming session of Con-

gress. Another resolution declared that all adult

male Indians occupying lands in severalty should

be admitted to full privileges of citizenship, includ-

ing the ballot, by a process analogous to naturali-

zation, on evidence of adequate qualifications pre-

sented before a court. Strong protest was made

against the Indians being removed from one reser-

vation to another, entailing much loss and suffer-

ing upon them, because their lands happen to be

wantedby white settlers; and education, especially

industrial, was urged as the sovereign remedy nec-

essary to accompany all other measures, and the

governmentwascalled upontoincrease its appro-

priations for this object. It was equallyurged that

the issuing of rations for the support of the In-

dians, though now often a necessity on account of

the bad policy of the government, is ademoraliz-

ing, pauperizing custom, and should as rapidly as

possible be made unnecessary by training the In-

dians to self-support.

There was abundant evidence offered to show

that the experiments already made in respect to

education and self-supporting industryhavehad a

most encouraging success. The testimony of Miss

Fletcher and of Gen. Milroy, direct from their

devoted labors of manyyears among the Omahas

and the Puget Sound Indians,was especially valu-

able on this and all other points which came up

for discussion. Miss Fletcher struck the key-note

of the solution of the Indian problem, when she

said, "The only way out for the Indian is right out

into the midst of our civilization." And Gen. Mil-

roy hit the philosophy of the method in saying:

"The Indians have capacity enough, but they lack

culture and the desire for accumulation. One

word is the key to Indian civilization and to all

civilization, Want. Increase the Indian's wants,

and you increase his civilization."

It is to be hoped that the results of this excel-

lent meeting will not be entirely lost in the tur-

moil of present political strife. It is a sign ofa

new era for the Indian in our country. Here is

no party question. It is a question of simple

justice, honor, and enlightenment to a wronged

race. And, whichever party shall succeed in the

approaching national election, Congress should be

besieged with petitions to put such recommenda-

tions as this Conference has made into laws.

Wм. Ј. РOTTER.

THE PRAISE OF CITIES .

I.

The controversy of the town andcountry mouse

is old in literature, and iscontinually recurrent in

our modern life. If its merits were to be decided

by an appeal to the poets or to the literary class

in general, to get a verdict for the country side

wouldbe an easy matter. The poetry of the coun-

try is an infinite quantity and has an infinite

variety. The poetry of the city-one could read

all the best of it in half an hour. Bryant's "Hymn

of the City" is but a poor companion for his "For-

est Hymn" ; and it is a poem by itself, while the

"Forest Hymn" is one of many of the closest kin.

Wordsworth has left us hardly anything more per-

fect than his "Early Morning on Westminster

Bridge."

"Earth hath not anything to show more fair.

Dullwould he be of soul who could pass by

Asight so touching in its majesty:

This citynow doth like agarmentwear

The beauty of the morning; silent, bare,

Ships, towers, domes, theatres, and temples lie

Openunto the fields and to the sky;

All bright and glittering in the smokeless air.

Never did sun more beautifully steep

Inhis first splendor valley, rock, and hill ;

Ne'ersaw I, neverfelt, a calm sodeep!

The river glideth at his own sweet will:

DearGod ! the veryhouses seem asleep;

And all that mighty heart is lying still."

But here, again, we have a poem by itself; while of

Wordsworth's nature-poems the name is legion,

and theirbeauty is "too great for rivalry, too high

for praise." It is true that Wordsworth and Bry-

ant are pre-eminently nature poets ; but, in the total

range of modern poetry, the proportion of the city's

to the country'spraise ishardlygreater than is to

be found in theirs. But there have been men of

letters who have loved the city well. Sir Walter

Scott was sure that he should die if he couldn't see

the heather now and then. Charles Lamb was

equally dependent on the sights and sounds that

made the London of his heart. He was homesick

for these in the lake-country of Wordsworth's

habitual admiration. Grasmere and Windermere

could notdetain him long. His happiest hour was

when he stood again within the shadow of St.

Paul's. And Thackeray was a man of cities, and

Dickens was just London incarnate. What one

of all its queerest nooks and corners did he not

knowand love? And, in his novels, their queerness

will delight a dozen generations, who will seek in

vain for the originals, swept into nothingness by

the remorseless tides of change and progress and

decay. Indeed, the modern novel is seldom, with

some great exceptions, pastoral or idyllic. It is

an affair of cities. Its situations are the dining-

rooms and parlors of the cityhouse. There is covert

praise in this. It means that in the city there is
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better opportunity to study life and character than

in country neighborhoods. And where there is

most life and character is pretty evidently the

place where a live man or woman would prefer

tobe.

The inference is common from the praise of

country scenery and country life, in which modern

poetry abounds, to the superiority of country life

as compared with that of cities. It is ahasty in-

ference. The loveliest or the grandest scenery

does not imply the happiest and most successful

life.

"TheGodthat madeNew Hampshire

Taunted the lofty land with little men."

This contrast has not been uncommon. Itwas

Buckle's theory, and there was much to recom-

mend it, that the most imposing scenery is fatal

to the growth of character. It is too potent for

the imagination, and it is the nurse of supersti-

tion. The application here, of course, is to the

humbler races of mankind, and not to those who

go to nature fortified with the arts and sentiments

of an elaborate civilization. In our own time, it is

not clear that natural beauty either creates or cul-

tivates the sense by which it is enjoyed. Witness

the slaughter of the innocents against which every

summer 1 expostulate in vain. No sooner is the

summer haying done than the heart of the farmer

is seized with an incomprehensible Berserker rage

against all roadside beauty. Down, down it goes

before his axe or scythe. In fifteen or twenty min-

utes, he thanks God, he can destroy a tree that it

hastaken the economy of nature fifteen or twenty

years to grow. If he could reduce the mountains

to an equal ruin, he would not for a moment hesi-

tate. Their beauty does not generally exist for

him. He approves the taste of that eccentric

Englishman who, with the loveliest site in Eng-

land at his command, built his house without a

window on the viewsome side. With a viewbe-

seeching admiration, how not to see it is appar-

ently the New England farmer's dominant idea.

But, in truth, he doesn't think of it at all. Such

love of nature, such delight in her, as exists for

country people is not indigenous to the soil. It is

imported from the cities. It would be an interest-

ing matter to discover how much of the praise of

country scenery and country life has been written

byhabitual dwellers in country towns and villages

and ruder places. One who is himself a country

poet testifies that

"Only those who in sad cities dwell

Are of the green trees fully sensible."

Too sweeping this, but a sufficient symbol of the

fact that natural beauty finds its commonest and

best appreciation among those who are not to the

manner born, or who have been taught by absence

better to understand the power and beauty of

those things which had for them, at first, no potent

charm. One of the most important items in

the praise of cities is this amusing paradox, that

the life of cities is the happiest preparation for the

enjoyment of that natural beauty of which the

country is the grand purveyor.

But those who live in cities are too quick, I am

persuaded, to concede to the country all the beauty

that there is. After my first pleasant Sunday here

in Brooklyn, I took a steamer at the evening's

quiet end, and started on my journey back to

Western Massachusetts. Thousands of many-col-

ored lights sparkled and gleamed along the shores

and on the craft that crept or hurried by. They

seemed almost as many as the lights that glittered

overhead. But the most magical effect of all

was when we swept with easy, noiseless motion

into the lights and shadows of the bridge. Pre-

ternaturally dark and bright, they gleamed and

gloomed upon the broken surface of the tide, and

the great towers loomed above us like two mighty

sentinels guarding the vast and solemn cities in

their sleep; and it seemed to me that all my

summer's joyance had not brought to me so fair a

sight, that I had never been so touched, so thrilled

byanypurelynatural beauty. This was not purely

natural. It was a sweet conspiracy of earth and

heaven, man and God. It is habitually at night,

when the beauty of the country sleeps, save when

Diana wakes Endymion with her kisses, that the

beauty of the city is most strikingly revealed.

Then everything that is harsh in outline, tawdry

in decoration, is subdued and chastened by the

infallible genius of the dark. And, when the rain

is coming down in torrents that would make the

country night a terror to the heart, the beauty of

the city grows and grows. The lights and shad-

ows and the reflections of the flooded streets make

up a wonder that is almost enough to drive an

artist mad as he attempts to reproduce its brilliant

phantasy. And then, too, in addition to all these

uncalculated and unbought perfections of the city

are the beauties of its music and its art, the

former bringing to our city weariness such melo-

dies as are beyond the reach of any bird or stream,

the latter making forests green for us and rivers

warm and bright, when all the country woods are

bare and sere and all the streams go creeping

under icy roofs down to the cheerless sea.

JOHN W. CHADWICK.

THE COST OF ΜΑΝ.

I.

Thou, thyself, O reader (who art an achievement of im-

portance), over what hair-breadth bridges of accident,

through what yawning perils, and the man-devouring

gulf of centuries hast thou got safe hither from Adam all

the way.-Carlyle.

FromAdam ? Thou mighty, sombre shade,-from

theAscidian . A mancomes, crossing more bridges

of accident than Carlyle ever dreamed. Man came,

and his way hither was bridged by a miracle. So

dreamed the ancients. And so the face of nature

seemed to teach. For this body,-so complex, and

so adjusted, member to member and structure to

function,-does it not imply a maker in the same

sense as a watch ? Look deeper. The eye seems

the most perfect of organs, and to Mill it seemed

the thought-work of a mind high in the science of

optics. But the most perfect human eye hasat
least seven defects. Assuming what Spencer calls

"the carpenter theory of creation," some of these

defects imply lack of knowledge in the Supreme

Mechanic, others imply lack of care, and others

lack of power.

The ear seems hardly less divine than the eye ;

but, under the scrutiny of science, it is shown to be

almost as defective.

The heart, veins, and arteries, no pump in-

vented by human thought and no irrigating pipes

or canals would bear comparison with this won-

derful mechanism. Even the valve which man

puts in his pump implies knowledge of hydro-

statics. The valves in the heart, veins, and arte-

ries, they must have got there through knowl-

edge of the science which man is learning ?

Consider the matter more closely. If valves are

needed at all in the veins and arteries, it is where

they are vertical, not horizontal. In the inter-

costal veins and arteries which are horizontal

there are valves, but they do not function. In

veins and arteries of the limbs which are vertical,

valves occur where, theoretically, they should be.

These vessels extend from the limbs through the

trunk to the heart; but within the trunk, although

still vertical, they are without valves. A thinker

of the Paley School, if such were now possible,

would be sorely perplexed.

That system through which the miracle of crea-

tion is wrought on each individual is not so invit-

ing to the teleologist. Woman, the books used to

say, was struck by acurse. "Unto the woman," he

said, "I will greatly multiply thy sorrows: in sor-

row shalt thou bring forth children."

From the erect position of the body, to prevent

prolapsus of the seat of suffering, the attachments

should be such as to hold the organ up. It is

such, rather, as to pullitdownward. It is held by

firm ligamental bands attached to the pelvic girdle.

We are perplexed, and turn for fuller light to

bodies nothuman. The deer or horse, any quadru-

pedal mammal, may help us. Here, we find the

same vascular system as in man. The human

heart is no improvementon that of the deer. The

intercostal blood-vessels have valves, as they should,

being vertical. The vessels which traverse the

limbs verticallyhave valves. Entering the trunk,

they become horizontal and have no valves. All

this is as it should be.

The uterus is held in place by the same liga-

mental bands as the human. The deer is prone;

and, from the movement of the body, the tendency

of this organ is forward. The attachment by

bands of ligament to the pelvic girdle holds it

back. Suppose, now, that a prone, quadrupedal

body becomes erect and bipedal, the vascular and

uterine systems not undergoing responsive modifi-

cations. The seemingly anomalous facts we have

considered would be luminous. If such a thing

has happened, man is not synchronous with cer-

tain structures of his body, nor are the parts of

his body synchronous with each other.

The renal system is corrective of the vascular

and therefore younger. Urea is made in blood-

making. Its presence in the blood must not be

tolerated. The function of the kidney is to with-

draw it. It has lately been shown that this action

is mechanical. So much pressure on the blood, so

much urea is pressed out. But the mechanism

which takes urea from the blood takes albumen

too. This must not be, for blood must have

albumen. The tracts of epithelia in the kidney

return the albumen to the blood. If the function

of the epithelia is impaired, Bright's disease en-

The kidney is an act to supplement and

amend an act. The epithelia are an act to amend

the amendment of an act. So reads, like a volume

sues.

ofhuman laws, thehumanbody.
Facts like these, and facts of still deeper import,

seem to strike at the very citadel of teleology.

Very perfect and beautiful seems the adaptation

of each organ and member to its function. Here,

if anywhere, is design. But, if we consider well,

we will see that no organ functions as the first

draft of that organ must have functioned. The

wings of a butterfly are differentiated from the

trachæa, and therefore they began to develop as

parts of the respiratory system. Veins and arte-

ries began as chyme-bearing tubes, which branched

from the stomach. The lungs of a vertebrate

began as diverticula from the gullet, and their

first function was hydrostatic. In the fishes called

dipnoi, they are assuming respiratory functions,

although they are not yet the sole organs of

respiration. In the human embryo, they are in

abeyance, the liver performing their function.

It is clear that the framework of manhas come

hither over seeming "bridges of accident" and

through "yawning perils."

How strangely tortuous the bridges over which

each body passes in coming hither "all the way

from" ajelly bleb! In anearly stage, it is fish-like.

Ithas four gill clefts and arches. In brain as in

gills, it is fish-like. Timepasses, and the little body

escapes fishdom by growth of the anterior lobe of

the brain and by losing its gills. The fourth cleft

closes, and every vestige is effaced. Parts of the

first, second, and third remain, and pass through

70%
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the strangest history of any structures in the

whole economy of nature. The skeleton frame-

work of a gill, which Nature, in her first fishy

thought,has laid, is cut, and the parts are wrought

into other structures. From the posterior portion

are made the ear bones, called "hammer" and

anvil, malleus and incus. The "stirrup" rises from

the posterior segment of the second arch. The

anterior portion of the first and second is wrought

into the mouth skeleton, the upper and lower jaws.

The tongue is an outgrowth from the middle por-

tion. The clefts all close except a small segment

of the first, which remains as the ear-opening.

man.

This story, if not read from nature, would seem

incredible. No magician of the Arabian Nights

ever wrought such strange transformations. The

non-evolutionistwho is acquainted with these facts

mustconceive of his Deity as an infinitemagician.

Imaginehis thaumaturgist in the act of creating a

He speaks or puts forth his hand,-for, in

this night-realm of thought, our conceptions must

be anthropomorphic,-and we behold the first

draft of a man. But "man" we would never call

it. No eye but that of science would see in it

His
even "the promise and potency" of aman.

hand is lifted again, and, lo! a wonder. We had

guessed his aim to be fishward. We were wrong .

One fourth of his fish work-the fourth gill-he

destroys completely. The rest he is transforming

into a something as unlike to a gill as a man to a

fish. He is makingwhat he began as a gill into

the jaws, tongue, and ears of a mammal : we can-

not say yet whether mouse or man. Thou thyself,

O reader (to speak Carlylese), who babblest thy

inanity into ears designed to breathe from the

deep the eternal silences, thou clatter-teeth (claque-

dents), consider that this tongue and these jaws
have come to thee by perversion of a better pur-

pose: consider the silence of the fish.

Two words, freightedwith profoundestmeaning,
have lately come into the language of every civ-

ilized people. They are "ontogeny" and "phy-
logeny," genesis of the individual and genesis of

the phylon, tribe or race to which it belongs. If

we assume that the first is an epitome of the

second, the facts which have so perplexed us in

the structure of man, and his growth in embryo,

are luminous. The creation of a man types the

creation of man. As a germ unfolds through

successive animal forms to man, so unfolded

through vast geologic ages the phylon which

culminated in man. If the body about to be

human has gill openings, it is as the memorial

badge of a remote gilled ancestor. If this body,

in a later stage of the journey toward man, has a

caudal appendage and limbs not yet differentiated

into arms and legs, it is the memory it holds of a

quadrupedal ancestor. And, if the body, when at

last erect and human, shall carry animal structures

too conservative to have faded out under human

conditions, how rich will it be in historic lore !

Lowdownamong the tunicate mollusks appears as

asort of adjunct to the mouth a ciliated groove.

It traverses the gill region, and carries food into

the stomach. It functions in the ascidia,-a

mollusk, and begins to lose its function in the

lancelet, the lowest of vertebrates. It appears in

some modified form from the lancelet clear up to

man, where it is known as the thyroid gland or

Adam's apple. The Adam's apple is the most

venerable part of the human body. Through what

æons has this structure lingered superfluous ! It

has been on the "retired list" from the very dawn

of vertebrate life .

The external ear rose from a prolongation of the

edges of the first gill-cleft. It is no longer of use

to man. It is surrounded by shreds of muscles

which, if they had any function,would move the

ear forward, downward, and upward. They are

the heirlooms of muscles which did so function.

It is a fact of deep significance that every one of

these degenerate and atrophied muscles appears

in the gorilla and in the same state of atrophy.

Eitherthe gorilla has risen in strength or enemies
have declined, since the man-ape has no need "to

prick its ear" to catch a danger signal. And man,

since his removal from a state of nature when

"Wild in woods the cringing savage crept,"-

man has no need to prick his ear for a danger

sound.

As we find all useless structures in the human

body to have lapsed from structures which func-

tioned in a merely animal body, we must assert

the derivation of man from the animal.

Through what cost in time, in hunger, in war of

hungrymouths, life rose from ameba tomammal

will not concern us now. We lingerhere only to

say that, as in human infancy, so in the infancy of

life itself, the fate of the individual, the lines on

which its development shall move, seem most the

determination of accident.

Here is a ciliated gelatinous globule moving

freely in water. Nature, which Heine called "the

unseen thought," seems to say, "Go to: I will push

in a portion of this little sphere on itself, and the

cavity formed by invagination shall be a stomach.

The opening shall be amouth." If development

stops here, the result is the Olynthus sponge.

Whether development stops or not, this is a form

of life-first after the egg-through which every

organism in the animal kingdom passes. And,

now, whether the gastrula goes up or down at one

time was a question as uncertain as the sport of

the waves. Thrown by a wave against a rock and

lodged there, the walls of sarcode thickened, and

little canals were developed, and traversed them in

all directions from the stomach. They were the

beginning of a vascular system. " Accidents"

favoring, the gastrula passed from this stage to a

higher. Suppose the life to have been a little

more sluggish and the gelatinous walls to have

grown thicker and the canals to have grown out-

ward till they reached the surface. Such "acci-

dents" occur to-day. Each opening of a canal be-

comes another mouth; and, the organism having

gained a hundred mouths, the physiological im-

portance of the primitive mouth declines. "Busi-

ness leaves it," and finally it closes up. The canals,

having noweach its own mouth, rise in importance ;

and the primitive stomach, having lost its mouth,

shrivels and fades out. Our gastrula has sunk and

become the sponge, whose colonies unconsciously

fabricate that wonderful mechanism known as

Euplectella.

To continue were to crowd the columns of The

Index too much. The Index reader, who certainly

is an "important achievement," and not ashamed

of his ascent, will wait another week.

W. D. GUNNING.

THE PRESENT DUTY OF RADICAL LIBERALS .

Again our country is upon the threshold of a

Presidential election.

The position occupiedby the two great political

parties is a remarkable one; for, while heretofore

we have always been accustomed to identify our

quadrennial struggle with an effort of the people

to carry some momentous issue, believed to be

seriously threatening the future welfare of the

nation, to a final practical political decision, at

present even the most ardent of partisans will

hardly pretend that such an issue is before us.

So long as we had the slave with us, the ques-

tion of the extension or abolition of the "peculiar

institution" constituted an issue upon which the

political parties could honestly declare and main-

tainawar to the knife. Slavery is no more, and

ourgreat issue is lost. It is to this loss that the

corruption of both parties is mainly due. Intro-

duce the new blood of another great issue into

their political veins, and both parties will purify

themselves. But by what new issue can the one

forever lost be replaced? While the problem of

slavery was unsolved, it fascinated the political

attention. No minor question has been able to do

this in the past, and none will be in the future.

The new issue must be of even greater importance

than slavery. It thus becomes amatter of extreme

consequence to inquire on what essential motive-

peculiarities this fascinating power of the question

of slavery depended.

The problem of slavery was pre-eminently an

issue of morality. As such, it involved the individ-

ual happiness of millions, always indissolubly

linked with their liberty. It excited the sympa-

thy and aroused the indignation of the noblest

hearts of the nation to impassioned opposition.

The abolition of slavery is currently believed to

have been accomplished by the Republican party,

the sole lineal descendant of the Free-soilers, the

latter an advanced branch of the old-time Whigs.

Nevertheless, it is a well-known fact that the abo-

lition of slavery was never really demanded by the

Republicanparty,andwasonly reluctantly carried
into effect as a measure necessitated by the events

of the late civil war. That warwas begunby the

South under the influence of serious apprehensions

regarding the safety of a vast accumulation of
property in slaves. These apprehensions were

excited by the bold attacks, in word and deed, of

the old Abolition party upon the "peculiar institu-

tion," on the ground of its immorality.

It is here that we feel bound to call attention to

the generally committed error of confounding po-

litical parties, working for the immediate attain-

ment of a practical purpose, with ethical parties,

Sworn to maintain a beacon-light

On truth's and virtue's altar,

With far-eyed flame-crown to the right,

To guide all steps that falter.

The destruction of slavery, this enormous achieve-

ment of our time, was the work, not of a political,

but of an ethical party. The Abolition party was

a true party of great moral ideas, the only such

party of progressive tendencies this country until

recently produced; for the only other moral party

known during the same period was its reactionary

opponent, the party of Calhoun. The Abolition

party branded slavery as an absolute wrong: it de-

manded emancipation as an absolute right. For a

number of years, it placed in nomination men of

spotless purity of character, knowing well that they

could not, even by the wildest chance, be ever elected.

It did not trim or bargain; it never felt the pulse of

the people; it was never in any sense politic, neither

was it, in any true sense, unpractical; it fulfilled its

true mission; for it must be again and again re

peated, It is the mission of ethical parties to

throw the radiance of ideal issues upon the path of

those who are more directly engaged in effecting

the immediate changes of politics.

In the midst of the present conditions of politi-

cal affairs, the radical Liberals have waited in

vain for the advent of a third political party to

lead them to greater liberty. Yet their disappoint-

ment has been, in part at least, deserved; for, if

they would be free, they must themselves show the

way. The two great political parties have lost that

wayfor want ofa guiding light.

In the "National Liberal League," we have in-

deed the tentative beginning of a new progressive

ethical organization, which can, if it will, take the

lace of the old party ofAbolition; but the organ-
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ization of the League is apparently still in many

points defective. To enable it truly to fulfil its

mission, it must, we believe, change its method of

organization, consolidate its ranks, and take the

field an aggressive party of freedom, militant !

The radical Liberals of the country must close

their ranks in formation of a true ethical party.

They must organize in accordance with an ideal

method radically different from any and all of the

methods hitherto employed in party organization. They

must formulate a platform of social ideals based in

all its details upon a greater liberty than we now

possess or are even likely to attain in a still remote

future. They must nominate men of such purity and

intelligence as to be absolutely "unavailable" in the

political sense. Not among "popular" men, however

liberal, but rather among those who are hated for their

convictions' sake, they must select their party's candi-

dates. Such men can, I believe, still be found,-

menwho would die for the right, even though they

knew their death to be in vain ! They maybe known

by the insignia of their rank.

The glory of the fool's contempt,

The envious slanderer's pearls undreamt,

The splendors of the villain's hate

('Tis few receive such gifts from fate),-

Gems neversought by baser sight ,

The noblest hearts' and souls' delight,-

They shine uponhis manhood's crown

Signs of true merits mis-renown.

This is the duty of the radical Liberals of our

day. Will they perform it? That is the question.

The writer for one will gladly bear his part.

CHARLES FROEBEL.

LABOUCHERE says in Truth : "I see it stated that

the Church Missionary Society has expended in

thirty-three years upward of £120,000 on 'mis-

sions' to Jews and Mohammedans in Palestine

without making a single convert. The London

Jews Society spent £30,000 between 1877 and 1882

with the same result."

Or the Christians in India, the Indian Witness

says: "The rich are like the rich Hindus, and the

poor are like the poor Hindus. Their religion is

gross superstition and idolatry. Christianity has

not added a spark to their intelligence or respect-

ability. They are closely on a par with Hindus of

the corresponding classes in education, and we

never heard of any collector or commissioner re-

marking upon the paucity of crimes among them."

THE writer of the article on " Lights and

Shadows of Army Life " in the Century tells the

following story : "When General Pope was fall-

ing back before Lee's advance in Virginia Valley,

his own soldiers thought his bulletins and orders

somewhat strained in their rhetoric. At one of

the numerous running engagements that marked

that disastrous campaign, a private in one of the

Western regiments was mortally wounded by a

shell. Seeing the man's condition, a chaplain

knelt beside him, and opening his Bible at random

read about Samson's slaughter of the Philistines

with the jaw-bone of an ass. He had not quite

finished when, as the story runs, the poor fellow

interrupted the reading by saying : ' Hold on,

Chaplain. Don't deceive a dying man..Isn't the

name of John Pope signed to that ? ' "

THE Unity Quartet and Concert Company, Mrs.

L. F. C. Richardson, Soprano ; Miss Annie H.

Lord, Contralto ; Mr. Charles R. Adams, Tenore ;

Mr. H. L. Cornell, Basso ; Mr. George B. Ford,

Elocutionist; and Mr. Howard M. Dow, Pianist

and Director,-offer great attractions in the talent

of the artists named and in the programme pre-

sented to lyceum committees and managers of con-

certs for this season.
Communications in regard

to terms, etc., may be addressed to Howard M.

Dow, care of O. Ditson & Co., Boston.
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The Ethics of the Political Situation.

An Address delivered before the Society for Ethical Culture,

Sunday, Oct. 19, 1884.

BY FELIX ADLER, PH.D.

The American people are impanelled as a great

jury to decide a contest of momentous significance.

It is expected that from nine to ten millions of voters

will go to the polls on the 4th of November next. It

is believed by many that our country has passed

through no such trying ordeal since the close of the

Civil War. At such a time, it behooves us to weigh

well the duties which we owe to the State as citizens,

and to consider in a calm spirit in what manner we

maybestdischarge those obligations.

lems are discussed in the newspapers, not always

with candor or courage. The minds of many men

are perplexed as to the course which they ought to

pursue, and their conscience is divided between alle-

giance to party on the one hand or to what are repre-

sented as the paramount interests of the country on

the other. At such a time, it is not possible for a

teacher of ethics to maintain silence. What would

you yourselves think of a teacher of morality who

should discourse concerning the ethics of the stars

ata time when the air resounds with discussions of

moral questions that affect the very life of the people,

when every patriot's pulse beats faster with hopes or

fears touching the future of the country !

We cannot absolve ourselves from the obligation

to consider the points of duty involved in this Presi-

dential contest. We ought not to abstain from offer-

ing our contribution, however feeble or unwelcome it

may be, toward the solution of the points at issue.

But here precisely the line must be clearly drawn.

We are considering only the ethical side of the con-

flict. We are assembled here not asRepublicans or

as Democrats. We have left our party affiliations

and party preferences outside this hall. We will sit

down together this morning as earnest men and

women seeking to learn in what direction the path of

duty lies . And I ask you,-yes, even those of you

who are most fixed in their convictions, who have

grown warm and wedded to their opinions by fre-

quentdiscussions, who enter into the debate only to

convince others, being absolutely determined as to

their course themselves,-Iask even these to be will-

ing to look upon the subject as if it were presented

for the first time, as if it were wholly new; for only

thus can they give a really impartial hearing, and

avoid that intensity of feeling which darkens judg-

ment and obscures the reason.

When a practical problem of conduct seems com-

plicated, it is well to go back to first principles. I

propose to clear the discussion at the outset by sub-

mitting certain political first principles. There has

been too much empirical discussion, too much build-

ing of arguments in the air, with too little thought of

the foundations whereon such arguments should rest.

Ihold the following to be first principles in political

ethics: that parties exist for the benefit of the State,

and not the State for the benefit of any party; that

there are certain fundamental or primary principles

and certain secondary principles of State welfare ;

that, in theprimary principles, all parties are agreed,

while the differences relate only to secondary priuci-

ples. To illustrate my meaning, I will give the fol-

lowing examples of primary principles : Obedience to

the laws is one, respect for the right of property is

another, respect for the law of the family is a third.

Any party which should deliberately adopt law-

breaking as a principle, or the abolition of property,

or the recognition of free love would thereby extin-

guish its existence as a party, and would become a

seditious faction. The following is the plain distinc-

tion between parties and factions: that all parties are

agreed in accepting the primary principles of State

welfare, while such combinations of men as reject

these principles are justly stigmatized by the oppro-

brious epithet of factions. If there were only pri-

mary principles, then no such thing as a division into

different parties would be possible; but the whole

mass of moral and intelligent citizens would coalesce

into a single party. Let me now speak of the second-

ary principles that are the actual nuclei around which

the crystallization of the people into distinct parties

takes place. Such secondary principles are protec-

tion and free trade. There can be no difference be-

tween two parties as to the right of holding property

or as to the law of the family, but there may be and

is a difference of opinion as to whether the welfare

of the State will best be secured by a policy of pro-

tection or of free trade. The ardent adherents of

either side, indeed, are sure that only their policy

will inure to the benefit of the State, while the policy

of their opponents is ruinous; but the matter has not

been so far settled that difference of opinion should

not be legitimate. In the same way, the question of

State sovereignty, as opposed to national sovereignty,

and the question of the governmental control or own-

ership of the facilities of transportation, or their con-

trol by private corporations, involve secondary prin-

ciples of State welfare. However deep may be the

importance of these principles, however decisive their

influence in shaping the destinies of the nation for

I do not propose this morning to deliver a partisan

speech. I believe it to be in general a wise rule that

teachers of religion should not, as such, take sides in

the debates of parties, and that for two obvious rea-

sons: first, because by so doing they injure religion;

secondly, because they injure the State. They injure

religion, because, on whichever side the teacher of

religion may enlist as an advocate, he is sure to dis-

please those who have espoused the opposite side, and

thus to diminish his influence for good in the com-

munity. They injure the State. And here I need not

stop to dwell on details. All history is full of exam-

ples showing how often the clerical order have pur-

sued their own sectarian interests at the expense of

the true interests of the people; how often, also,

theyhave hampered the progress of popular liberty

and led the masses in blind subjection to their will.

Even where the motives of the clergy are entirely

disinterested, it is easy to see how unfair an advan-

tage they possess in being able to throw the authority

of religion into the discussion, how strongly they

must be tempted to identify their own perhaps

biassed opinions with eternal truth, and how they

can thus disturb the balance of judgment in their

favor. Some, though not all, of these objections

apply to teachers of religion in general, no matter

what the particular religion may be which they advo-

cate. But there are occasions when exceptions must

bemade to every rule, and I believe an occasion has

arisen when an exception must be made to this rule.

For the first time since the great anti-slavery strug-

gle, the political contest turns upon a moral question.

Adistinct moral issue has arisen. Grave moral prob- | good or evil, yet, because they are unsettled, they
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must be classed as secondary principles concerning

which men may honestly differ. It is around these

principles that parties cluster : these principles give

zest and interest to political discussions; and the in-

dividual citizen chooses his party according to the

secondary principles for which it stands.

It is now necessary to call attention to a third

factor that enters the discussion. In how far is the

citizenbound to submit to party rule, to subordinate

his own preferences to the authority of the caucus ?

In our democratic society, a wide-spread sentiment

exists in favor of party allegiance; and, whenever

such a sentiment exists, there is sure to be some

element of truth blended with it, though, for lack of

clearness in first principles, the limits within which

that truth applies are not perceived, and monstrous

and mischievous conclusions are put forward in con-

sequence. Touching the submission of the individ-

ual citizen to the party caucus, I believe the follow-

ing to be a clear and self-evident rule : Having once

adopted the principles of a party, and as long as he

continues to hold them, the citizen is bound by the

party caucus or convention in all matters that relate

merely to the application of the common principles ;

that istosay, in all matters of expediency. It would

argue an intolerable insolence and egotism, if any cit-

izenwere to be allowed to break through the coher-

ency of parties, simply because his opinions as to the

ways andmeans by which the common principles are

to be realized are not adopted byhis fellow-members

of the same party. Parties are necessary to accom-

plish the purposes of government. Only by the asso-

ciation of many for great political objects can these

objects be fairly tested and triumphantly secured.

In all such associations, the sacrifice of individual

preference is the essential prerequisite for united

action to refuse such sacrifice is to paralyze the

efficiency of parties, to block the machinery of gov-

ernment, and to reduce civil society to a condition of

chaos. This proposition, however, does not need to

be emphasized: it is commonly overstated rather than

understated; and the essential qualification needs

rather to be kept in view, that the authority of the

party applies only to questions of expediency. The

conclusions, then, at which we have arrived, are the

following : in all questions of expediency, the citizen

is bound by the authority of his party ; in all ques-

tions that involve secondary principles of national

welfare, the citizen is free to choose his party and

free to abandon it at any moment when its principles

no longer commend themselves to his reason or when

it proves faithless to these principles. And this free-

domcannot be pledged away nor bargained away : it

is one of those rights that appertain to citizenship as

such. How much more, then, if this is true even of

the minor principles of national welfare, must it be

true of those primary principles by which the very

existence of parties as such is conditioned ! These

primary principles, indeed, are not stated in somany

words in any partyplatform. We are not accustomed

to read in the manifestos of parties declarations to

the effect that stealing is a crime, that the law of the

family is sacred, or that honesty is a virtue. These

primarymoral truths on which the stability of states

depends are not stated, because they do not need to

be stated, because they are tacit assumptions implied

in every party programme, because a party ceases to

be a party whenever it rebels against these funda-

mental moral truths. These principles are the un-

written planks included in every party platform .

But precisely because they are unwritten, because

they are not specifically mentioned, it comes to pass

that in times of great excitement they are altogether

ignored; and the question may arise in the minds of

those who think superficially whether parties as such

have any concern whatsoever with this hidden foun-

dation of the social structure .

The question before us, as I understand it, in the

present Presidential contest, is a question touching

the fundamental principles of political ethics. I

may be deceived ; but I do not believe that the two

great national parties which to-day claim our suf-

frages are divided upon any of the secondary prin-

ciples, the so-called political issues. We have ar-

rived at a great ebb tide in the political life of the

nation. The issues of the Civil War, and those that

grew out of the war, have, in the main, been settled :

new issues have not arisen, or, if they have, they

have not yet acquired such prominence as to be

adopted by either of the historic parties, and are

represented by leaders in whom we have no confi-

ear.

dence and to whose appeals we cannot lend a willing

At such a time, it has come to pass that the

character of the respective candidates has become

the leading issue on which the contest turns ; and

in this discussion of character, whether we wish it

or not, whether we approve or deplore the circum-

stances which have shaped the issue, the funda-

mental principles of political ethics have come

conspicuously into the foreground. Is a high sense

of honor essential in the character of the chiefmagis-

trate of this nation ? Is a single eye to the public

interest, without regard to private gain, essential ?

Is truthfulness essential? These are matters that

ought to go without saying, yet they are points that

are now indignantly raised. Is respect for the law

of the family an essential in the character of the

highest public functionary? This, too, ought to go

without saying; but it is a question which is now

being discussed.

On the one hand, then, we are confronted, in the

Republican candidate, with a public man against

whom thegravest charges have been proffered. The

case of the Republican candidate is simple, and can

be easily despatched. Let no one infer that we are

lacking in intensity of feeling, in the profound moral

indignation which such offences ought to call forth .

I can imagine nothing more alarming than that the

chief magistracy of the United States should be

intrusted to the hands of one who is really guilty of

one tithe of what this man is accused of. I only say

the case is simple: the charges are plain. They are :

the prostitution of public office for private gain, the

espousal of the cause of a gigantic monopoly against

the interests of the people, and falsehood on a scale

of unparalleled audacity and magnitude. And these

charges are made to rest, not on hearsay evidence

or on the testimony of the candidate's enemies, but

onstatements made in his own letters, over his own

signature, whose authenticity no one disputes. If a

fair interpretation of these letters bears out the

charges, and this is not the time nor the place to

pronounce upon that, that the common sense of every

reader must settle for himself, then, all I have to

say is that the moral question is an easy and plain

one; then, no matter what our party preferences

may be, no matter what self-interest may dictate,

so far from crowning such a candidate with honor,

we should rather repudiate him with scorn, and to

make it impossible that such a candidate, so stained

and so dishonored, should ever again insult the

American people by presenting himself for their

suffrage. Public honesty is one of the unwritten

planks in every platform . To elect a man to office

who has proved himself dishonest is to outrage one

of the primary principles on which the welfare of the

State depends. If the charges are true, I repeat ,

then the moral question is settled.

In the case of the Democratic candidate on the other

hand, judging from the bias of discussion in many

circles, the moral question does not appear to be so

plain. He, too, is charged with a grave offence; and,

touching the main charge that is proffered against

him, there cannot be any doubt ; it is admitted ; he

himself has said, "Tell the truth." And yet many

intelligent and moral citizens are arrayed on the side

of this candidate,-notby any means, of course, all in-

telligent and moral citizens,-whose motives we re-

spect and whose character we honor. They see in the

most vivid manner the vices with which the opposite

candidate is charged; they see the serpent of corrup-

tion coiling its deadly folds around our government ;

they fear that the treasury will be depleted by hosts

of public plunderers ; they predict that an era of gen-

eral fraud will set in ; that the integrity of young

men, of clerks , cashiers, and men who occupy offices

of trust,-already threatened as it is, will be still

further weakened if a conspicuous exemplar of these

offences is raised to the supreme place ofhonor. And

they think it almost treason that any one who has the

welfare of the nation at heart should refuse to help

to avert such adangerby polling his vote for the only

other candidate who has the remotest chance of suc-

cess. The Ship of State is sailing to-day into a narrow

channel, with Scylla on the one side and Charybdis

on the other. The party I allude to see very clearly

the perils of Scylla, but do not see the perils of

Charybdis , or, rather, they assert that there is no

Charybdis . They maintain that we need only steer

clear of Scylla, and then we shall be safe; that the

offence of the Republican candidate is the only one we

need to dread, against which we should rally all the

moral forces, while the offence of the second candidate

i one thatwe may be permitted to ignore. Now, this

the very point we are bound to consider. This is

clearlyamoral question, if there everwas one. Is the

offence of the Democratic candidate one which we

canor ought to ignore ? I shall consider the points

advanced in support of this position in order, and

givemy reply to each.

First, it is claimed that dishonesty in public offi-

cials directly imperils the State, while the offence

with which the Democratic candidate is charged

affects his private character only, with which the

State has no concern . But surely there must be a

greatmisconception underlying this statement. The

offence with which the Democratic candidate is

charged is a violation of the law of the family.

Now, the family is the corner-stone of the State, the

foundation of the national character and the national

strength. If that foundation is sapped, the whole

superstructure is certain to totter and fall. You are

very anxious that public dishonesty should not be

allowed to spread. Have you, then, never heard of

the story of the goose that laid the golden eggs, and

of theman who was so intent upon the possession of

theeggs that he was willing to kill the goose? The

golden virtue to which I allude is honesty, but the

perennial source from which that and all other

virtues come is the family. The family is the train-

ing school in which all the qualities essential to good

citizenship are nurtured. In the family are devel-

oped reverence for authority, that indispensable ele-

ment of citizenship; the sense of justice; obedience to

law; respect for the rights of others, of which hon-

esty is only another name. As society is now organ-

ized, and for centuries on centuries to come, the

family must remain the only school in which the

young canbe trained to administer properly the trust

of citizenship. Weaken the family, and you with-

draw the underpinning of the entire political edifice.

Is, then, the violation of the law of the family amat-

ter irrelevant to the fitness of one who aspires to the

highest political preferment? Is it a matter with

which the State has no concern ? You might as well

say that it is the business of an army to fight, but

that, in sending out an army, we need not trouble

ourselves about the provision train which is to supply

the soldiers with food while they are fighting. The

family is the great commissariat which feeds the moral

forces that enter into the political conflict. Ifyou cut

off this basis of supplies, your political army is beaten

at the outset. The integrity of the family, in as deep

a sense certainly as public honesty, is one of the pri-

mary principles of State welfare. It is not mentioned

in platforms: it need notbe. As a tacit assumption,

it underlies all party programmes. A party would

cease to be a party the moment, either by expressed

words or by the selection of improper candidates, it

contradicts that principle.
Secondly, it is claimed that the offence of the can-

didate should be ignored, because, if he is culpable,

ninety-nine out of a hundred are culpable, to which I

can give only the reply that on the 4th of November

next we are supposed to elect, not the ninety-nine

men out of a hundred, but the one man out of a

hundred, the one man out of fifty millions worthy

to hold the highest office in the land. Have a care,

my friends, lest in your zeal for one type of morality,

which you deem all-important, you argue away the

hope of moral progress in general. I am well aware

that, when I hold up the integrity of the family as

the vital principle of the State, I am holding up a

principle to which the practice of but too many per-

sons does not do honor. As when the deluge swept

over the earth, according to the mythical story of

the Bible, upon the subsidence of the waters there

was formed at first only a thin crust of earth, while

the muddy waves continued to heave underneath;

but that crust deepened and deepened until at last it

hardened into terra firma. So in the moral world.

The thin crust to which I allude is the outward

standard of respectability. We know very well that

underneath that surface-cover the vices of society

continue to heave, a dark and turbid tide. But these

vices have at least the grace to hide themselves: they

move under the surface, and that is one point gained.

But now these vices seek to penetrate into the light

of day, and we are asked to put the stamp of public

condonation on that which should be kept under.

Let us not do this thing. Let us maintain at least the

outward standard of respectability: it is the begin-

ning of better things. Let us not use the word
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tion than their opponents predict,-the question is not

what the candidate will do after he has obtained the

office, but whether he is worthy to obtain it; not how

he will act after he has entered the White House, but

whether he is worthy to pass its gate. It is a great

decision on the qualities essential in the candidate

which this election is designed to render, a question

far transcending in importance the fortunes of our

government during the next four years. It is not a

man whomwe are electing this year, as has been well

said in one of the leading partisan journals of this

city, "but a national standard of honor." Well, then,

it behooves us to say whether we include in the na-

tional standard of honor honesty only, or whether

our self-respect as a nation requires that we should

include the element of moral cleanness as well.

Again, it is said that one candidate confesses his

fault, while the other seeks to extenuate and excuse

it. But I have never heard that, because an accused

personenters the plea of guilty, he should therefore

be exempt from the punishment that is justly due

his offence. It is said that the Democratic candidate

is deeply penitent, and we are asked whether it

does not argue an extreme harshness and an ex-

treme uncharitableness to be unwilling to forgive

him; whether it has not been said, "Though your

sins be as scarlet, they shall become white as snow."

Well, then, to this I will reply that the question

of penitence is of the utmost importance in regard

to the state of a man's soul; but we, as citizens ,

are not concerned with the state of the man's soul .

He may be penitent or he may not: there are con-

tradictory reports; but the question of penitence is

outside the discussion. In a celestial court of in-

quiry, it would be important: in a celestial court of

inquiry, many of those who rank highest with us on

earth might be sent to the bottom, and many of those

who to us seem guilty might be raised to the top.

Butwe, in our terrestrial affairs, canjudge of men, not

according to the state of their souls, but accordingto

their actions. We, the body of the citizens, are asked

this year to elect"a standard of national honor"; and

it is for us to say whether we are willing to include

the actions, the record of this public man, as a part of

the national standard of honor or not. I remember

that a few years ago there came to me a man who had

committed the crime of murder. He had done so

under great provocation. He had suffered for his

crime for years in jail. At last, he was pardoned. I

conversed with him often and for hours. So far as I

could judge, this man had indeed risen to a higher

plane through his terrible moral experience; and yet

would it have been right to have offered his name

even for the smallest office of public trust ? It was

right, his record having been what it was, that he

should thereafter walk in obscurity and bear the pen-

alties of his transgression as a part of his inward

purification.

"hypocrisy" : such hypocrisy is the homage which

vice pays to virtue. Let us maintain this outward

standard, so that it may solidify more and more into

an inward standard, and become at last the terra

firma of a new and nobler earth. And now to turn

again to the argument of culpability, and the plea

that such culpability is general. I cannot concede

that this is so. The offence of the Democratic can-

didate is one that stands apart as peculiar from the

common transgressions of the worldly. In young

blood and fervid passions, muchmay be forgiven; but

another judgment should be rendered, when the of-

fender has reached the mature age of thirty-five .

Furthermore, the offence was directed not only

against the souls of two adult persons, but it was a

sin against childhood; and this seems to me to be the

most serious part of the charge, that which terribly

aggravates the charge. When the mother of two

childrengoes astray, what is it that honor and manli-

ness shoulddictate to any one who is not bereft of

his reason by passion ? Why, honor and manliness

would dictate an attempt to recall such amother to

the path of right, to remind her of her duty, not only

to herself, but to her children. But what shall we

say of one who, in the mature years of life, not only

does notmake any such attempt to recall the mother

to herduty, but helps her on the downward path,-

helps her to put the brand of shame on those inno-

cent children's brows. Is he a man fit for the Presi-

dency? I cannot believe it. I cannot persuade my-

self of it. I cannot indorse it by my vote. Do you

say that the State has no concern with such actions,

that the family is one organism and the State another,

with no intimate interdependence between them ?

Tell me, has the State an interest in preventing the

physical degeneracy of its citizens ? Does or does

not anation succumb in war and rot inpeace, when

the citizens grow weaker and weaker in their physi-

cal constitution? Has the State an interest in pre-

venting illiteracy, and, above all, the increase of the

criminal classes ? Are not all these first-rate State

interests ? Well, then, whenever the law of the fam-

ily is violated, whenever children in large numbers

are reared outside of the family, the unfailing results

are the physical degeneration of the race, the spread

of illiteracy, the increase of crime. Read the story

ofRomeunder the emperors! Study the causes that

contributed to the decline and fall of that proud and

splendid civilization, and you will judge whether the

integrity of the family is of importance to a State or

not. Nay, why go so far? Read modern statistics to

convince yourselves. Hear what an eminent French

statistician tells us: that, of every four children reared

outside of the family, three do not live beyond the

twelfth year, and one is almost unalterably dedicated

to a life of crime. Read the reports of the Prison

Association of New York, where you will find that, of

sixhundred and thirty-three criminals confined in a

certain prison, three hundred and forty-three were

brought up outside of the family. Hear again what

a statistician tells us: that,of eight thousand youth-

ful criminals in France, well-nigh five thousand were

children reared outside of the family. Does this

immense increase of criminality not affect the well-

being of the State ? I say that any one who, by his

example, has helped to add to the weight of this great

curse upon the State, whatever his qualifications may

be in other respects, is in so far and to that extent an

enemy to the State, not one to be selected as the chief

guardian of its interests .

With some of the minor points of the defence we

can now deal summarily, because their logic is too

feeble to call for an extended discussion. It is said

that, if our objection against the Democratic candi-

date is valid, it would have ruled out some of the

most eminent statesmen of America from our coun-

try's service. To this, I reply that there is the great-

est difference between the vague rumors of a cam-

paign gossip, which no one can verify, and an offence

which has been investigated,proved,and confessed;

that, moreover, the present political contest, unlike

others in previous times, does not turn upon any

great political issue, but upon the character of the

candidates; and that, if we are so strenuously asked to

pronounce against one candidate, because of a fault

in his character, we cannot ignore the fault in the

character of the other; that the question for the

American people to settle to-day is not whether the

one candidate or the other will give us a good admin-

istration when elected, we may reasonably expect

that either of them will give us abetter administra-

Again, it is said that all this may beso,but that we

areunder a mistaken impression ; that election to the

Presidency does not mean a public coronation ; that

we select a President because of his special fitness to

do certain things, to execute the laws, to transact the

business of the country ; that we choose a President

as a merchant would choose a clerk. But to this I

reply that the chief magistracy of the American

people is, in my humble estimation, a very great

honor indeed ; that it is not only so in my opinion

and that of others, but that the Constitution has ex-

pressly designated the Presidency as a place of honor.

The President of the United States not only executes

the laws, but he receives ambassadors, he exchanges

courtesies with foreign sovereigns, he presides over

the hospitalities of the White House, and thus gives

tone to the society of the capital, and through this

channel influences the tone of society throughout the

country. In all these respective functions, the Presi-

dent is clothed with the dignity of the most exalted

office, and stands forth, not as a clerk who does his

employer's bidding,but as the living representative

of the collective sovereignty of the entire American

nation.

And, oncemore, it is urged that we are demanding

an ideal man, but that plain people know that in

practical politics we cannot apply the ideal standard,

and must be content with something short of that.

Butwe ask whether we are indeed applying an ideal

standard when we demand that candidates for the

highest office shall not be selected among those who

have grossly transgressed, who are deficient in the

moral A, B, C, who have violated one or the other of

the primary principles by which the coherency of

human society is guaranteed.

Lastly, it is urged-and this is the argument that

perhaps appeals to the greatestnumber-thatwe may

wish, indeed, that we had better candidates, but the

fact is we have not ; that the government must go on ;

that one or the other of the two leading candidates is

sure to become President; and that we are bound,

therefore, that it is our duty as citizens, to vote for

either of the two. But consider for amoment what a

reflex light this proposition, if it were true, would cast

onsome ofthe best pages ofAmericanhistory. Arise ,

shades of Wendell Phillips, of William Lloyd Gar-

rison, andye the champions ofthe Free-Soil party,who

went to the polls for years to deposit your votes for

candidates of whomyou were sure theycould not be

elected. You were all wrong. You were not the

patriots we supposed you to be. On the contrary,

according to the wisdom of our new political sages ,

you were citizens who betrayed their trust. You

should have voted for one of two candidates, neither

of whom you could approve of. What if, by not

so voting, by standing out against party dictation,

you infused ahigher principle into the politics of the

country, what if you caused the politicians themselves

to adopt higher standards, and contributed toward the

formation of the new party on the nobler platform ?

You should have foregone all these ultimate results.

You should have asked yourselves, in the election

now pending, which of the two candidates is the

lesser evil, and cast your votes for him.

The argument that the government must go on is

indeed a feeble one. There is never any danger that

the government will come to a stop; there are always

enough persons who will see to it that a President is

elected. The true reason why every citizen should

vote, if possible, is in order that a part of the people

shall not usurp the sovereigntywhich belongs to the

whole. But such a state of things has already come

about. A part of the people, a very small part, the

political leaders who rule the party caucuses, have in

ameasure usurped the sovereignty which belongs to

all. They are the ones who have prepared for us this

so-called choice of evils; they seekto yoke us to this

alternative; they are now wielding the party lash to

whip us all into the traces. And it is for us to resist

this dictation of the politicians, to affirm that the citi-

zen's vote is his own vote to the extent that he must

put his own conscience into his ballot, and thus to

rescue the principle that the sovereignty belongs to

the whole people, to every member of the people,

to be used according to the dictates of his reason.

When the caucus of my party has decided upon a

matter of expediency, I am bound to submit. When

one or the other party proves faithless to a political

principle which I consider sound, Ihave the right to

turn my back on that party. How much more, then,

when both parties, in the selection of their candi-

dates, prove faithless to those fundamental princi-

ples whereon the whole political edifice rests, is it

my right and my duty to wash my hands of the un-

cleanness of both parties, to abandon both parties,

even if in so doing I am compelled to stand alone.

But I shall not stand alone. In the country towns

and villages-yes, and in the cities, too-there are

men, not a few, who feel an intense disgust at the

predicament in which the political leaders have

sought to place us; who feel that, when the charges

against the candidates became known, it would have

beenthe duty of those who represent the intelligence

and the morality of the community to demand that a

new and entirely clean candidate be put in nomina-

tion, no matter how the election might have gone

in consequence; who feel that the so-called Inde-

pendent party have missed a golden opportunity

in not coming up to their duty in this matter; and

who are determined, so far as they themselves are

concerned, to vote strictly according to their con-

sciences . There is still something of the Puritanical

fibre left in our people. There is a growing though

silent revolt of the better moral instincts of the

masses going on; and it should have been the part

of the intelligent to lead these instincts , instead

of to fall below them, as theyhave actually done.

I love my country. I do not believe the libel

which they are trying to put upon her. I do not

believe that among her statesmen there could not

be found those who are intellectually able and

morally clean. I do not believe that, if England

can boast of her Gladstone, a man of commanding

ability as a statesman and of the most stainless
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private life, we, in this country, should be so poor

as not to find any one in our midst who is both

intellectually vigorous and unexceptionable in char-

acter. I believe that such men exist, though it may

not be the interest of the politicians to put them for-

ward. But if onlythe better elementshold together,

if we strike out for a higher standard of national

honor than that which is commonly accepted, if we

show that there is indeed a conscience vote in the

country, we may not be able, indeed, to avert the

result of the pending election, but we may be able

to avert that candidates should ever again present

themselves for the suffrages of the people of whose

moral fitness there is the slightest doubt.

At such a time, then, as this, I believe it right that

we should look about among the candidates ; and, if

wefind any one whose character is strong and whose

record is stainless, that we should cast our votes for

him, no matter on what partyplatform he may stand.

For, in this contest, party platforms are not at issue,

and character is all in all.

I, for one, do not believe that this country is going

to be ruined during the next Presidential term, who-

ever is elected. This giant land that stretches down-

ward toward the Southern Seas and is washed on

either hand by the waters of the Eastern and West-

ern Oceans, this Titan America, is too full of the re-

dundant energies of youth to be ruined in a single

Presidential term. But this, it is conceded on all

sides, is not the question at issue. The question is

whether we shall introduce into the blood of this

young land the seeds of a moral disease which will

eventually poison its entire system, and cause it to

sink into that grave where so many republics already

lie buried. The one kind of moral disease with

which we are threatened is public dishonesty: the

other is a weakening of the law of the family. I con-

sider both kinds of disease harmful and fatal. I

cannot undertake to decide, as some do, which is the

greater evil . I cannot undertake to drive out Satan

with Beelzebub. I regard both as detestable evils,

andcan encourage neither by my vote.

When the armies ofGreat Britain had at last grown

weary in the struggle with the colonies, when peace

was signed at Passy and the Revolutionary War was

over, the representatives of the States, in committee

assembled, issued a proclamation, in which they in-

vited the people to hold a public thanksgiving in

honor of the completion of our Independence. That

thanksgiving was held on the 19th of October, 1784,

just one hundred years to-day. It was a time of un-

speakable promise and hope. Agolden prospect was

opening for the young Republic, but there were

also hidden perils lurking in the distance. The

hearts of the fathers of the Republic were anxious,

and among the things which they especially prayed

for in that solemn hour of dedication were these :

that the citizens might ever be filled with an earnest

regard for the national honor, and that young men

might be raised up eminent for their virtue to the

service of Church and State. It seems to me that

thesewords of the thanksgiving's proclamation of a

hundred years ago should reverberate in our hearts

to-day, that the supreme duty of the hour for us is to

see to it that the citizens retain an earnest regard for

the national honor in its highest acceptation, and

that the men who are raised up to the service of

Church and State shall not be men who are con-

spicuously deficient, but men who areeminent in those

fundamental virtues whereon the true welfare of peo-

ples and governments depends.

CORRESPONDENCE .

MILWAUKEE CORRESPONDENCE.

Editors of The Index:-

The question of opening the Milwaukee Exposition

on Sunday has again been agitated. The manage-

ment, after consideration of the matter at various

meetings, decided negatively. "Let well enough

alone," was the final dictum. The Personal Liberty

League made a vigorous stand on the question, and

sent circulars all over the State, requesting responses

with regard to individual opinions as to the desir-

ability of the Sunday opening. The excitement inci-

dent to the Presidential campaign has overshadowed

this question, and but few responses were received.

The League will not let the subject die, and another

year will widen the sphere of action. The increasing

interest shown each succeeding year indicates a prob-

able future decision that will be favorable to the

opening of the Exposition on Sunday. A pressure

may be brought to bear by the non-attendance of

those opposed to the closing on Sunday. Mr. Her-

man Boppe, president of the League, introduced a

resolution at a recent meeting declaring it was the

sense of the meeting not to recommend to their

friends to visit the Exposition, which was adopted.

Agentleman at the head of a large manufacturing

establishment said to me that a weight might be

thrown in the scale of such non-attendance by the

hundreds of employés in his own factory and other

hundreds in other manufactories refusing to attend

the Exposition, unless it was opened on Sunday. The

right of reasonableness is on the side of the Sunday

opening for working men and women, and by contin-

uous agitation of the question such right will ulti-

mately win.

The Personal Liberty League is also engaging in

political work. Agitation committees have been ap-

pointed in the assembly districts, with instructions

to exert their influence upon all parties actively en-

gaged in elections in favor of the aims advocated by

the League, and to see that only such candidates are

nominated for the assembly who, if elected, will

work in their legislative capacity for the interests of

the League. Immediately after a nomination for the

State legislature has been made by any party, the ag-

itation committees are to call on the candidate, ac-

quainthim with the objects of the League, and ask

him for a written declaration concerning his position

with reference to the League, and at once report to

the chairman of the executive committee that an op-

portunity may be given to inform voters bymeans of

the daily papers concerning the position taken by

the candidates. On election day, the agitation com-

mittees are to see to it that representatives of the

League are stationed at every poll; circulars are to be

sent to all candidates nominated for the legislature,

asking them for pledges to oppose all attempts at the

passage of Sunday and prohibition laws and to use

their influence to secure the repeal of obnoxious laws

trespassing on personal liberty. The formation of

clubs, as members of which all legal voters mightbe

admitted who, without regard to other party affilia-

tions, favor the election of liberal-minded members

of the legislature, is recommended for every assem-

blydistrict.

Agitation of the question of incorporating manual

training in the Milwaukee public school system is

being actively carried on . The arguments in its

favor are largely based upon the growing demand

for skilled labor in the handicrafts, as well as upon

the ethical value of a knowledge of the useful arts

and the healthier mental and physical influence con-

sequent upon combining manual with intellectual

training. In a city which has been second to none

in the adoption of needed reforms in its public

schools, there is little doubt that the experiment of

industrial schools will be tried. Manual training

supplementing the secularization of our schools are

experiments in ethical culture which rationalists re-

joice over as heartily as the churches deplore them.

A few days since, at the exercises incident upon

the opening of an Episcopal parish school, a Milwau-

kee divine rivalled Monsignor Capel in invective

against the American public school system. "They

teach all things," he said, "but the one thing need-

ful, to make good Christians. In spite of all the

years of public schools in this country, crime has

been on the increase. Parents are growing more and

more anxious concerning the physical condition of

their children. Their food, their clothing, their

school-rooms, all receive attention; while their relig-

ious culture is neglected."

Well, that is exactly what we have been working

for many years; and there is this recompense, spite

of such behind-the-time ideas,-a minister's indorse-

ment that the emphasis is beginning to rest upon the

idea of physical morality .

In an atmosphere of rational ideas such as sur-

rounds the supporters of The Index, it is sometimes

difficult to believe how much of ignorance and super-

stition remains among fairly intelligent people, in

some districts. It would be difficult for you to con-

ceive of a community satisfactorily settled in the old

ruts of religious notions, that has never been dis-

turbed by a doubt of the authority and sanctity of

the parish parsons, has never questioned their thread-

bare platitudes, if you had not,like myself, seen such

aone and dwelt in the midst of it. I did not be-

lieve such a place was possible in this pushing, pro-

gressive State. Still more difficult is it to believe that

in a city pervaded with rationalism, and where in-

tellectual culture prevails, seasoned as it must needs

be to-day with scientific investigation and liberal

thought, a minister over a large and intelligent con-

gregationcan remain so deep in the ruts of intoler-

ance and ignorance as to carry into a household

stricken with the sorrow of a death parting the tor-

turing horrors of an eternal hell, can hold up to

sorrow's eyes the picture of a soul"forever cursing"

its earthly friends because it was "allowed to go un-

prepared to meet its God" ! But this, terrible as it is ,

is true. And such torturing words were inflicted

upon a loving family, simply because the dying one

was spared by them from talking and dwelling upon

death . The dying one, too, was a believer in the

Christian doctrine, a member of an orthodox church,

and had striven by her light to live a Christian life.

Whatdid the parson want more ? This family, too,

were believers and church attendants. In view of

whatwas said by him under these circumstances, it

baffles imagination to guess what his Christian doc-

trine would furnish by way of consolation to the sor-

rowing relatives of dying unbelievers. Can we know

these things as present and reliable facts, and remain

passive under our obligations to promulgate FreeRe-

ligion ? Ought we not, in view of them, to become

propagandists of a religion so full of sweetness as

well as reasonableness ? Should we not spread its

gospel, which disarms death of the terrors rooted in

superstition, softens the pangs of separation, with or

without the hope of immortality, by the knowledge

itbrings that death in its natural form is not only in-

evitable, but inharmony with the method of the uni-

verse, andthe simplest safest solution of prolific life ?

The following, found among an advertised list of

subjects, comprising a series of Sunday sermons on

the future life, are suggestive of the soothing influ-

ences that surround the Christian contemplation of

death : "The Nature of the Sinner's Future Punish-

ment" ; "The Punishment of the Wicked will be

Eternal" ; "The Justice of God in the Eternal Punish-

ment of the Wicked."

MILWAUKEE, Oct. 6, 1884.

A REPLY TO MR. M. D. CONWAY.

Editors of The Index:-

B.

Returning lately from a visit to the Unitarian Con-

ference at Saratoga, I was on the point of sending

you some notes of my impressions on the contrast

between American and European organized Unita-

rianism, when I saw in The Index of October 2 the

"Apologia" of Mr. Conway; and, dissenting as I do

very strongly from some of its positions, would an-

swer the American's notes on England before I send

you the Englishman's notes on America.

While I dissent from very much that Mr. Conway

says on the reasons which led the Unitarian Associa-

tion to"give him the cold shoulder," if I may quote

his own words, I will, to avoid personalities, leave

this question undiscussed, and confine myself to his

remark on English theism, on which he says: "The-

ismmeans belief in God; and, since then the name of

Godhas been legally and politically defined. The na-

tion has been authoritatively given to know what

God means . It means a proud monarch, for not be-

lieving in whom a parent must be deprived of a child,

menmust be dragged from their families and shut up

in gaol, members of Parliament must be deprived of

their seats, and constituents dishonored, and ladies

refused admission into seats of learning." And

further, "The name of God has been of late so de-

graded, it has been so adduced to label public mean-

ness and wrong, that it can never be utilized for any

organization that shall represent the supreme ideal

and aim of a free and civilized people."

Now, Mr. Conway puts himself outside of criticism

in this sentence, because he avoids mentioning the

special cases on which he would rely to substantiate

his statement, and states a half-truth in such a way

that it conveys an inaccurate impression. There are

three persons in England, avowed atheists, whose

names at once occur to the memory in connection

with such phrases as the above. These are Mrs. Be-

sant and Messrs. Bradlaugh and Foote. Mrs. Besant

has, I believe, suffered a very great wrong; but, as

far as I know, the case was so complicated by non-

theological issues that it is not a fair instance. I

know theists who are among Mrs. Besant's most
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passionate partisans, and atheists who are opposed

toher onwhat they call ethical grounds.

Thesecond statement of Mr. Conway, that theism

means a God, for not believing in whom men are

dragged from their families and shut up in gaol,

refers, to the best of my knowledge and belief, to the

case of Foote and Ramsay, who were condemned by

Justice North, on the prosecution of the corporation

of the city of London, to one year's imprisonment for

the publication of indecent and blasphemous pam-

phlets. Now, I voted with the majority of the mem-

bersoftheBritish and Foreign Unitarian Association ,

in May, 1883, in favor of a petition to Parliament

for the immediate release of Messrs. Foote and Ram-

say, simply because I am a Christian theist, andbe-

lieving that I was following the example of Jesus,

and, as in theAbner Kneelandcase, of William Ellery

Channing also. Had I been a Conwayite, I should

have said, "This pretended friend of the atheists has

irreparably damaged our cause by his atrocious inde-

cency; and, since our opponents have punished him ,

let us hope that he will learn in future to be more

circumspect in his language." I havemany friends

who are atheists and agnostics, both in Germany and

in England, but not one who fails to appreciate the

human beauty of Biblical poetry, even though he

may regard it as mythical. But Messrs. Foote and

Ramsayhad chosen Christmas time, which is so inter-

twined in the hearts of the English people with that

domestic poetry of which, alas ! they have far too

little in their Philistine homes, as a time to send into

households of fervent Christians the most disgusting

attack on their faith that I have ever yet seen.

I remember particularly two pictures in Foote's

Christmas pamphlet. One referred to that passage in

which Moses, desiring to see God, is put in a cleft in

the rock, and may only gaze upon his hinder parts;

and the picture represented an old man turning to

the spectator the many-patched seat of a pair of

trousers ! The manwho can thus drag the exquisite

poetry of the Hebrews in the mud of the London

slums is fit only for a lunatic asylum. The other

picture referred to the words of Jesus to his mother,

when he had been disputing with the doctors in the

Temple: "Woman, what have I to do with thee ?

knowestthou not that I am about my Father's busi-

ness?" The picture represented Mary as an old hag,

and Jesus as a young hoodlum, with the words,

"Jesus jawing his mother." Now, Foote was not an

ignorantman. Hehad education enough to appreciate

decency, and he had not the slightest excuse for such

gross indecencies as the above mentioned. When we

discussed the question, first in the Council and after-

ward in the annual public meeting of the British

and Foreign Unitarian Association, I regretted very

much that the motion of Mr. Edwin Lawrence, one

of the chief supporters of the Christian Life, to regis-

ter the names of those who voted for or against the

motion to petition for Foote's release from punish-

ment, was not accepted. It would, I think, have

shown that the believers in second-hand Christianity,

who are guided by fashion, were mostly opposed to

the motion, while precisely those whose theistic faith

was the strongest were for letting the men go unpun-

ished, save by the contempt with which most fair-

minded men would regard their disgusting inde-

cency; while Chief Justice North, by inflicting upon

them a punishment very much heavier than that

which Lord Saint Leonards had to suffer for his at-

tempt to commit an indecent assault upon a servant

girl, led the working people of England to suppose

that the law was severer for the poor than for the

rich. But, in view of the fact that the most thorough-

going theists of England, the liberal wing of the

British and Foreign Unitarian Association, petitioned

for the release of Ramsay and Foote, it is manifestly

incorrect on the part of Mr. Conway to identify the-

ism with their prosecution and punishment.
ThenMr. Conway says that members of Parliament

must be deprived of their seats and constituencies

dishonored for not believing in God. Is Mr. Conway ,

after twenty-twoyears' residence in England, so inno-

cent as to believe that the members of the House of

Commons who voted against Mr. Bradlaugh's admis-

sion to that House are less atheistical than Mr. Brad-

laugh himself ? If so, he has a better opinion of them

than I have, of such men at least as Lord Randy

Churchill and Baron de Worms. Mr. Bradlaugh, as a

defender of the rights of the English Proletariate, has

advocated the abolition of perpetual pensions and

other means of helping useless aristocrats like LordR

Churchill's brother, the presentDuke of Marlborough,

whose late appearance as defendant in the divorce

court against the suit of his wife was such a peculiar

sample of the way in which the British nobility

practise the motto, "Noblesse oblige," in order to live

in luxury without labor while England's working

menand women are starving. Mr. Bradlaugh is the

author of a work entitled An Impeachment of the

House of Brunswick, and so men oppose him to curry

favor with our pleasure-loving Prince of Wales.

But I do not think the Prince of Wales is a theist.

Hemust, of course, if he would everbe King of Eng-

land, subscribe to the act of Parliament Church. But

I rather suspect that he is nothing more than a

virgin worshipper,-not indeed of her whose name

has been idealized in past centuries by poet and

painter and saint, but of those ancient virgins , like

Sarah Bernhardt, whom fromtime to timemy fashion-

able countrymen, and yours, too, import from Paris

when they are worn out there, whose altar is the

stage, their church the theatre, and their liturgy

the filthy trivialities of Parisian playwrights. Glad-

stone, who, however illogical his theological writings

may be, is really an honest believer in a personal

God, has done all that lay in his power to secure

Bradlaugh's admission to Parliament; but those

whose chief idea of heaven is a prince's favor vote

for his exclusion, and are only too glad to use his

atheism as a cloak for their true motives .

The fourth statement, that ladies are refused ad-

mission into seats of learning because they do not

believe in God, canonly refer to the exclusion of Mrs.

Besant and Mr. Bradlaugh's two daughters from the

ladies' classes of University College. Now, in this

case, the supposed atheism of these ladies was not

evenmadethe pretence. For, when James Martineau,

the most spiritual of theists, was proposed as profes-

sor of moral philosophy at University College, he too

was rejected. And, while I am convinced that the

real motive for Mrs. Besant's exclusion was simply a

desire to curry favor with the court, the published

pretence was her publication, in company with Mr.

Bradlaugh, of an alleged immoral or indecent work.

Now, I believe that Mrs. Besant's action in this matter

was unwise; but the action of the people who ex-

cluded her was far more indecent, far more unchris-

tian than her own.

What Mrs. Besant said to the Proletariate of Eng-

land was, in effect, the following: "Through the

selfishness and injustice of a pampered and state

endowed Church, and the dishonesty of an ignoble

nobility who pocket the nation's taxes without per-

forming the duties of their feudal ancestors, you

are deprived of the bread of life, physical or moral .

The shameful self-indulgence of your so-called betters

has a more profound influence upon your lives than

the lofty Puritanism of the Unitarians and Christian

theists. We cannot alter this. So long as such in-

famous wrong is done in high places, we cannot ex-

pect you who have been deprived of all means of

moral discipline to practise that self-control which is

the condition of all other virtues. At any rate, I will

try to teach you at least how to prevent your self-

indulgence from killing your wives and giving life to

children who, if the popular theology be true, are

only candidates for hell in the next world, and ,

whether it be true or not, are likely enough to raise

hell in this . I will teach you to imitate the means

used by the slaves of fashion in the so-called respec-

table classes of society to avoid the responsibilities of

parentage."

Not a sweet or noble gospel this, Igrant you; but

who that has read The Bitter Cry of Outcast London

can deny that even so poor a message as this is in-

finitely better than the hell to which the mothers

and children of the London Proletariate are con-

demned by the brutish self-indulgence of their hus-

bands and the shameful neglect of our nobility and

our priesthood ?

To me, the treatment to which Mrs. Besant has been

subject seems most unchristian, if Christianity be

what is taught by the Evangelists and St. Paul; but

Mr. Conway has no right to charge this to theism ,

Christian or non-Christian .

The Lord whom these sham respectabilities wor-

ship is not the Lord God of hosts, but a creature like

Lord Saint Leonards or the Duke of Marlborough,

And, if I understand Mr. Conway's action aright, I

much fear that his teaching in these later days rather

encourages this tendency to self-indulgence, and

hypocrisy. The worst of all atheism, to my mind, is

the combination of unbelief and conformity; and Mr.

Conway, who had for some years past beenpreaching

the Gospel, not of Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John, or

Paul,but that of Saint Rabelais, has seemed to me to

be among the forces which emasculate the society of

England rather than those which strengthen it.

When Mr. Conway says that he has found the

Churchmore liberal than Unitarianism, the reason is

not hard to find. It is because the authorities of the

Church, for the greater part Christians or unbelievers,

know that Rabelaisianism is far more favorable to ac-

quiescence in false creeds, and all the social hypocrisy

that accompanies them, than a clear and honest the-

ism, which, fearing God, is not apt to bow the knee be-

fore the princes of London or of Washington. I, too,

have felt the enchantments of Church ofEnglandism.

Like Tannhäuser, I have been in her Venus cavern;

for I was educated at the Diocesan School of York,

and Ihave only grateful remembrance for my teach-

ers; but all that was best and strongest and most

heroic in the modern life of England I have found

among the Christian theists or those secularists who

had spent at least a part of their lives under the

inspiration of theism.
JOHN FRETWELL.

THE PRESENT POSITION OF THE NATIONAL

LIBERAL LEAGUE.

Editors of The Index :-

There seems to be a misapprehension in the minds

of some as to the nature of the declaration of the late

Congress of the League. I will state what I think

was clearly in the minds of all those who participated

in that Congress.

The Congress specially declared that the Nine Da-

mands of Liberalism as adopted at Philadelphia in

1876 should hereafter be the basis of union, and

should define our mission as free thinkers and re-

formers .

What is themeaning of this declaration ?

It means that, beyond the Nine Demands, the

League is committed to no particular political action.

Eachmember is left to his own personal judgment.

Therefore, whoever joins the League and partakes

in its action commits himself only to the Nine Do-

mands, that is, to State secularization .

On the question, therefore, of repeal or modifica-

tion, the League now stands where the original Con-

gress of 1876 stood. It leaves the question open for

its members to decide according to their private judg-

ment as to the wisest method by which the rights of

free thought can be maintained.

On this question, Liberals are divided. Itis a ques-

tion that involves in its settlement principles that go

beyond the scope of the Nine Demands. The League

therefore cannot declare in favor of either repeal or

modification. It is objected that there was no re-

scinding resolution at the late Congress; and, because

one Congress has declared in favor of repeal, there-

fore the League is permanently committed to this

policy.

This is not so. The voice of one Congress is not the

voice of a succeeding Congress; and, unless the reso-

lutions of a previous Congress are reaffirmed by a

succeeding Congress, they do not stand as the voice

of the League. This is the express declaration by

resolution of the League itself. It says "that resolu-

tions heretofore or hereafter passed by the annual

Congress of the League are no test of fellowship in

the League, but simply express the sentiments of

those voting for them, and of the particular Congress

ofwhich they are a majority."

These words plainly declare that the League is not

now committed to the policy of repeal; and, there-

fore, both those who are in favor of repeal and those

who are in favor of modification can harmoniously

work together. Experience shows that there is an

honest difference in this matter, but that does not

prevent an entire unity of action on the basis of the

Nine Demands. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM,

Secretary of National Liberal League .

NEW YORK, Oct. 13, 1884.

[We are glad to print the above official statement

that the League no longer asks for the repeal of

postal laws against the transmission of indecent liter-

ature through the mails, and that henceforth its

efforts will be devoted to the work of State seculari-

zation. If it shall in good faith confine itself to this

work, its past mistakes and inconsistencies will be

overlooked, and it will be judged by its fidelity to its
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declared objects. During the past six years, through

evil and through good report,-chiefly through evil

report among the adherents of the League, we have

persistently opposed the repeal folly which wrecked

the organization: it is not strange that we have with

satisfaction witnessed the total collapse of the repeal

movement. The spirit manifested by some of the

members of the Cassadaga Congress toward the ac-

tive opponents of the repeal policy,and the fact that

the League is yet to some extent controlled by those

who are in actual sympathy with that policy, shall

not prevent our recognizing, although with no thanks

to them, the practical failure of that agitation which

the League, its present leaders declare, has aban-

doned, nor prevent our noting the official announce-

ment that in future the League will confine its efforts

to the original objects of the organization. At the

same time, we must say that consistency and hon-

esty demanded the rescission of the repeal resolu-

tions passed at previous congresses of the League.

Resolutions are supposed to be expressive of the views

and purposes of an organization until rescinded or

rendered null and void by subsequent resolutions or

by circumstances which make them inapplicable to a

changed condition of affairs. The League, in itsde-

sire to adhere to the repeal policy, and yet to secure

the co-operation and support of those opposed to it,

has, at several congresses, done some strange things

not to be explained upon any logical or rational prin-

ciples. Is the particular resolution Mr. Putnam

quotes, which was not reaffirmed at Cassadaga, to be

regarded as expressing the views of any other con-

gress than the one that passed it? If not, why is it

cited to prove that the League is not bound by the

resolutions passed previous to the last Congress ? If

it is to be regarded as expressive of the League

through all its congresses, how is it that this one

resolution, which is no part of the constitution, can

bind all the congresses held subsequent to its passage,

when all other resolutions, and even the Nine De-

mands of Liberalism, in order to continue as a legal

expression of the League's position, have to be re-

affirmed every year ? Perhaps we should not ques-

tion too closely the past proceedings of the League .

Let us hope now that it will keep to the "principles

that do not go beyond the scope of the Nine De-

mands." We do not believe there is any danger of a

return to the repeal agitation. It never could have

obtained organized support but for the false inter-

pretation of postal laws in the cases of Heywood and

Bennett. But there are indications now that the

professed objects of the League will be subordinated

to the promulgation of the views of its managers on

other subjects than State secularization. Already,

Mr. Putnam has issued a circular which confounds

State secularization with secularism, and which

speaks of our "noble secular faith," while calling

for the support of all who believe in the separation

of Church and State.-B. F. U.]

THE editor of the Truth-Seeker writes : "I inferred

from your note that you thought the attendance at

the League Congress was not quite so numerous as

your reporter gave it. That others got the same im-

pression I know, from the fact that I was asked by

the ex-president of the League to correct you. If you

did not intend to be unfair, I have no further griev-

ance on that point. But your language, and the way

you used it, gave coloring to the view taken by Mr.

Wakeman, myself, and others.... But I have a bone

to pick with you for saying the Truth-Seeker dis-

honestly suppressed a certain incident occurring at

the Congress. I suppose you allude to the election

of a long list of vice-presidents, and the subsequent

reconsideration of the vote. In the interests of har-

mony, I was asked not to print that by all the leading

Leaguers, whom you would call the 'better element,'

although Ido not recognize any such element. All

the people, so far as I know, at the Congress, were

good enough for me to associate with. If by follow-

ing the advice and heeding the requests of your 'bet-

ter element, ' I lay myself liable to the charge of

being dishonest, hadn't I better the next time listen

to the 'unworthy characters' who 'so largely influ-

enced the action of the Congress' ? And, by the way,

won't you kindly mention the names of these un-

worthy characters ? I have been applied to by sev-

eral for information as to whom you could mean, but

Iamunable to even guess. Names, please.... As to

your charge, that ' it was well understood at the Con-

gress that the Truth-Seeker would become the virtual

organ of the League,' I can only say that the Truth-

Seeker is the organ of no organization. It is not in

anyway controlled by the officers of the League, and

it does not desire to in any way control them. It

will help the League as it always has done, but no

more, I presume, than the other liberal journals will

be glad to do ."

[We have given above so much of the letter as aims

to correct or explain what we stated recently in re-

gard to the Truth-Seeker. 1. The inference that we

intended to convey a meaning which was neither

expressed nor implied in the language used was

unwarranted. Our report gave the number in attend-

ance, and our statement as to the number who were

delegates was made on the authority of the Truth-

Seeker. 2.If the leading Leaguers composing the

"better element" (an expression quoted by us from a

letter from amember of the League) advised the edi-

tor of the Truth-Seeker to suppress the truth in regard

to portions of the proceedings, knowledge of which

was necessary to a correct understanding of the ac-

tion taken, the fact does not change the moral quality

of the act, although the motive may not have been

bad. As a free-thinking journalist, the editor of the

Truth-Seeker should not have been swerved from an

honest and fearless statement of the truth by any"ele-

ment." His duty was to publish a fair and faithful

report, or none at all. 3. As to "unworthy charac-

ters," the editor of the Truth-Seeker has his views,

andwe have ours. Our reference to some of the per-

sons at Cassadaga was made from knowledge, and

was just; but giving their names, which in fairness

would require statements with proof,-when the per-

sons are unknown to the liberal public, and have no

influence outside of the League, would serve no use-

ful purpose. 4. That the Truth-Seeker is "controlled

by the officers of the League" we have not stated,

although its editor admits that he suppressed certain

facts in the proceedings by their advice. Immediately

after the Cassadaga meeting, we were informed by a

reliable person who was present that it was under-

stood the Truth-Seeker would be the "virtual organ" of

the League, and two or three weeks afterwards Man,

its organ, was merged in the Truth-Seeker, as was con-

sistent; for, of all papers, it has been the most prom-

inent and pronounced in advocating the "repeal"

movement.-B. F. U.]

For The Index.

WHENCE AND WHITHER.

Leaving the branch of a forest tree,

And falling to earth as the sun went down,

Resting on mosses, alone it lay,

An acorn of green in a cup of brown.

Stooping, I raised up the dormant thing,

And I felt the throb of a heart within:

Fallensolow, it would rise above

The earth and the mould where its hopes begin.

Embryo life of the mighty oak,

Asleep in thy shell, to thee I appeal :

Wrapped in thy silence and solitude,

Oh, what of the future canst thou reveal ?

Fathomless secret of birth and death!

Iwearymy soul in its fruitless quest :

Mystery deep as the realm of truth

Enfoldeth the home of our final rest.

MADISON, WIS.

JULIA CLARK CHASE.

THE executive committee of the North American

Gymnastic Union (Turner Bund) have issued a circu-

lar address, protesting against "all prohibitory and

sumptuary laws." While condemning the abuse of

alcoholic drinks and of "each of Nature's other gifts

as well, " and approving of laws "for the punish-

ment of every offender against the rights of his

fellow-beings or against morals and the good order

of society," the address says : "We must and do pro-

test, however, against that mediæval system of at-

tempted law-making, which at best destroys the

rights and curtails the liberties of the many on ac-

count of immoderation and vices of the few; and we

hold that, by a natural law, which found expression

in our National Declaration of Independence in the

words, 'Governments derive their just powers from

the consent of the governed,' all such attempts at

patriarchal legislation are forbidden; and that no

true power exists in any State or municipality to

destroy the free agency of any one human being,

because of the possibility that another may abuse the

liberty guaranteed to every one by our national Con-

stitution . Neither do we now place much stress

upon the established fact that 'Prohibition fails to

prohibit' beyond pointing to it as but another demon-

stration that prohibition is wrong in principle. No

extreme measure can ever live or be enforced in any

community without both the moral support of that

community and the conviction on the part of those

intrusted with its execution that it is right and just

in principle ; hence the failure. We oppose all pro-

hibitory and sumptuary laws as being: 1. Wrong in

principle; 2. Aperversion of true governmental func-

tions; 3. Destructive of human free agency, of self-

respect, and character; 4. And as but poorly dis-

guised attempts to force the private opinions of one

part of a community upon the unwilling minds and

rebelling consciences of the other." But, since the

abuse of alcoholic drinks is so common and the re-

sults so frightful, bearing directly upon the most

important interests of every community, society cer-

tainly has a right to put such restrictions upon their

sale as experience teaches are effective in lessening

the evils of the traffic without violating the principle

ofpersonal liberty.

THE Atlantic for November has an interesting in-

stalment of the autobiography of the late Henry

James, under the title "Stephen Dewhurst's Autobi-

ography." Brooks Adams contributes an instructive

political paper on "The Embryo of a Common-

wealth." Maurice Thompson has an engaging essay,

"In the Haunts of the Mocking Bird," the scene

being laid in the South. Valuable literary articles

are "Mistral's Nerto," by Harriet Waters Preston;

"Crude Science in Aryan Cults," by Prof. E. P.

Evans; "The Last Stand of the Italian Bourbons,"

by William Chauncey Langdon; and "De Senectute,"

by F. Sheldon. An article which cannot fail to at-

tract general attention is "The Negro Problem," by

N. S. Shaler; and notes from several specially com-

petent persons are given,-Gen. Armstrong, Col.

T. W. Higginson, ex-Gov. D. H. Chamberlain, and

others. Another delightful travel sketch, "The

Lakes of Upper Italy," is given. J. M. Hillyar con-

tributes a paper on "Malta." Edith M. Thomas has

an out-door sketch, "Grass : a Rumination." There is

apoem by Mr. Whittier, another by Paul Hayne, and

a variety of brief essays in the "Contributors' Club."

In the November number of the Popular Science

Monthly, Dr. W. A. Hammond, in "Relations between

the Mind and the Nervous System," defines mind as

a force developed by gray nerve tissue, and main-

tains that this force is generated wherever in the

living organism gray nerve tissue is found. He

denies that either the absolute or the proportionate

weight of the brain indicates a definite rank in intel-

ligence. In the "Origin of the Synthetic Philoso-

phy," Herbert Spencer replies successfully to recent

statements made by Frederic Harrison. Other ar-

ticles are : "German Testimony on the Classics Ques-

tion," by Frederic A. Fernald; "The Future of the

Negro in the South," by J. B. Craighead; "Pending

Problems of Astronomy," by Prof. C. A. Young;

"Drowning the Torrent in Vegetation," by S. W.

Powell; "What is Electricity?" by Prof. John Trow-

bridge; "Chilian Volcanoes, Active and Extinct,"

by Dr. Karl Ochsenius ; "Old Customs of Lawless-

ness," by Herr M. Kulischer; sketch of Prof. James

Hall (with portrait).

The American Lesson
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Mind

1.00

Botany

Logic....

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women...

SMITH'S Ancient History, from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fall of the Western

Empire. Illus. 3vols...

3.50

3.00

1.75 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00

10.00

2.00

STEWART (S. J. ). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatit is andhowit Grew..

STICKNEY (ALBERT). A TrueRepublic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of " Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful

illustrations
5.00

STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER) . Old-

townFolks . ANew England Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

land Story

2.50 STRAUSS (D. F.) . The Old Faith andthe

New..

2.00

2.00

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

oweto each other .

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

1.50

2.00

.60

gations covering a Period of Twenty-2.00

1.00

.50

7.00

1.50

1.00

UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free
Thought

VOGEL (A. ) . APractical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ...

1.50

1.78Prayers by Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of
Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools and Families. .75 VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

theReligion and Philosophy of Eman-
uel Swedenborg

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.

With Portraits. 2 vols .

Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

traits. 3 vols .....

Famous Americans of Recent Times ....

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits . Illustra-

tions. 2 vols ..

1.50 PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART). The

Aroostook
tion. 2 vols.....

Insectivorous Plants
5.00

2.00

The Undiscovered Country...

Climbing Plants

Orchids fertilized by Insects
1.75

3.00

Forms ofFlowers..

Fertilization inthe VegetableKingdom. 2.00

Travels andResearches

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-

.75

GatesAjar ....

Beyondthe Gates...

DoctorZay

PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newly engraved LikenessesofSumner.
2vols..

1.25

4.00

WALKER (PROF. F. A.). Wages

Money...

Money. Trade, and Industry .

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6

vols . Illus ..

2.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

6.00

2.00

6.00

1.50

1.50

torvLiquor Laws

The Social Law of Labor...

WEISS (JOHN). Life and Correspondence

of TheodoreParker

American Religion

The Immortal Life

Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare

1.25 WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and
Growth of Language

4.50

3.50

4.00

1.50

10.00

1.25

1.50

4.00

1.50

1.50

2.00

1.50
Power ofMovement in Plants.

2.00

VegetableMould, etc.. traits...
1.50

Complete set, 13 vols ....
25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays

1.50

1.50 6.00

1.50

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works,with Portrait 2.00

WILSON (HENRY) . Rise andFall of the

Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols .... 9.00

5.00

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated from the German. Illus... 3.50

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs .

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley ... .50

Chemistry .50

Physics. .50

Physical Geography. .50

Geology.. .50

Physiology .50

Astronomy. .50

.50

.50

Inventional Geometry .50
15.00

Plano-forte Playing .50

Political Economy.. .50

Natural Resources of the United States . .50

SCOTT'S Complete Poetical Works. Illus. 8.00

SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols . 15.00

Memoir andPortrait. 2 vols....

6.00

MUELLER (F. MAX).

1.50

2.50

Principles of Biology. 2 vols..

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols ....... 4.00

Principles of Sociology. 2 vols.....

4.00

4.00

Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00

2.50
Universal Progress .. 2.00

1.50
Essays, Moral, Political, Esthetic... 2.00

2.60
Social Statics ..

2.00

Data of Ethics
1.25

1.50
Study of Sociology. 1.50

1.25 Education
1.25

Lectures on the

2.00
STALLO (J. B.). The Concepts and Theo-

ries of Modern Physics... 1.75

.25

fiveYears....

TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

Motion
2.501.00

Fragments of Science. 2.50

Light andElectricity.
1.25

Lessons in Electricity.
1.00

Hours of Exercise in theAlps ..
2.00

BelfastAddress..
.50

ures
1.00
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Sawing Made Easy. " THE RISING SUN " ThinPERFO

MONARCH LIGHTNING SAWING MACHINE

SENT ON

30 DAYS'

TEST TRIAL.

For logging camps, wood-yards, farmers getting out
stovewood,andallsorts oflog-cutting-it is unrivaled.valed:
Thousands sold yearly , Aboy of 16 can saw logs fast and

easy. Immense saving of labor andmoney. Write
forelegantly illustratedcatalogue in6 brilliant colors,
alsobrilliantly illuminated poster in 5 colors. All free.

MONARCHMFGCO."(A)306 StateSt., Chicago, Ill
Big money made

Y ALL ODDS

THEBEST EQUIPPED
RAILROAD IN THE WORLD.

τ forever rt qenenlosed that the

Chicago & North-Wester

RAILWAY

is the best and shortest route to and from

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

that it is preferred by all well-posted trav-

ellers when passing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

It also operates the best route and the short

line between

Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapolis.

Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison,

Fort Howard (Green Bay), Wis. , Winona,

Owatonna, Mankato, Minn. , Cedar Rapids ,
Des Moines, Webster City, Algona, Clinton,

Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin, Rock-

ford, III., areamong its eight hundred local
stations on its lines.

Among afew of the numerous points of

superiority enjoyed by the patrons of this

road are its Day Coaches,which are the

finest that human art and ingenuity can

create; its Palatial Sleeping Cars,

which are models of comfort and elegance;

its Palace Drawing Room Cars,
which are unsurpassed by any; and its

widely celebrated

NORTH-WESTERN DINING CARS,

the like of which are not run by any other

road anywhere. In short, it is asserted that
it is the best equipped road in the

world.

All points of interest North, North-west,

and West of Chicago, business centres,

summer resorts, and noted hunting and

fishing grounds, are accessible by the vari-

ous branches of this road.

It owns and controls over five thousand

miles of road, and has over four hundred

passenger conductors constantly caring for

its millions of patrons.

Ask your ticket agent for tickets via this
route , and take none other. All leading

ticket agents sell them. It costs no more to

travel on this route that gives first-class ac-

commodations than it does to go by the

poorly equipped roads.

Formaps, descriptive circulars, and sum-

mer resort papers, or other information not

obtainable at your local ticket office , write

tothe

GEN'L PASS. AGENT, C. & N.-W. R'Y

CHICAGO, ILL.

Travels in Faith from

Tradition to Reason .

By ROBERT C. ADAMS .

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.

THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT :

Its Philosophical Basis ; Its Gen-

eral Aims ; Its Relation to Chris-

tianity , Unitarianism, and Free

Religion.
1

THREE ADDRESSES BEFORE THE FREE RE-

LIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, BOSTON, MAY 30,

by Messrs . W. M. SALTER, W. L.

SHELDON, and S. B. WESTON.

Thinkers and

Utilitarians. Nothing like it. Specimenfree.

RISING SUN, Box183, Kalamazoo, Mich.

2,000

WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS

The 3rd School Year of this Family and

Day School for Boys and Girls will begin

Sept. 17. 1884. For catalogue address

NATH'L T. ALLEN, West Newton, Mass.

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF J. HART & CO.,
THE OLD MASTERS.

Large CopiesCornell UnivLib

The following ex
3174F

called "Twelve GreatPictures of the World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI ;

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa.

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO; Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-
Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; As- land, and other points inEurope. Agency
sumption of the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans- for the American Line of Steamers.

figuration, RAPHAEL; Sistine Madonna,
RAPHAEL ; HolyNight, CORREGGIO ; Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO ; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS ; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.40; or

anyoneormore at 20 cts. each (with Cata-
logue when desired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee, Wis .

Robert G. Ingersoll's Writings.

Only authorized editions .

Vol . I.-THE GODS , and Other

Lectures. Contents: "The Gods,"

"Humboldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individ-

mality," "Heretics and Heresies." 12mo,

253 pages. Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents .

Vol. II .-THE GHOSTS, and Other

Lectures. Contents: " The Ghosts,"

"The Liberty of Man, Woman, and

Child,""The Declaration of Independ-
ence," "About Farming in Illinois,"

"The Grant Banquet Toast," "The Past

rises before me like a Dream," "Tribute

to Rev. Alexander Clark," "Tribute to

Ebon C. Ingersoll." 12mo, 243 pages.
Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents .

Vol. III.-SOME MISTAKES OF

MOSES. 12mo, 278 pages. Cloth, $1.25 ;

paper, 50 cents .

Vol. IV.-INGERSOLL ON TAL-
MAGIAN THEOLOGY. (New.)

443 pages. Cloth, gilt top, $2.00; plain

cloth, $1.25; paper 50 cents .

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE

SAVED ? 89 pages, 12mo. Paper, 25
cents.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, A
series of articles on the Christian Relig-

ion, byCol.ROBERTG. INGERSOLL, Judge
JEREMIAH S. BLACK, and Prof. GEORGE
P. FISHER. The only complete and au-

thorized edition. One volume, 8vo, 143

pages. Cloth, $1.00 ; paper, 50 cents.

VINDICATION OF THOMAS

PAINE, from the attacks of the

New York Observer. By ROBERT G.

INGERSOLL. Paper, 25 cents.

Just Published :

Ingersoll's Lectures Complete.
In one superb volume, 1306 pages, octavo,

half calf, gilt, mottled edges. Price, post-
paid, $5.00 .

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL
RIGHTS MASS MEETING, held

at Lincoln Hall, Washington, D.C .. Octo-

ber 22, 1883. Containing the speeches of
Hon. FREDERICK DOUGLASS and Col.

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Large size , oc-

tavo. Paper, price 15 cents .

PROSE - POEMS AND SELEC-

Modern Thinkers,

Principally upon Social Science.

By Prof. VAN BUREN DENSLOW, LL.D.

With Introduction by ROBERT G. INGER-

SOLL. Including critical analyses of

Swedenborg as a Seer, of Adam Smith

as an Economist, of Jeremy Bentham as

a Law Reformer, of Thomas Paine and

Junius as Political Revolutionists, of

Charles Fourier as a Socialist , of Her-

bert Spencer and Ernst Haeckel as Evo-

lutionists , and of Auguste Comte as a

Positivist, with an Essay on Wealth in
its Relations to Christian Ethics.

The Fifth Edition has just been issued

"Upon the question of money, this volume

contains the best thing I have everread."-
R. G. Ingersoll (in Introduction).

"We confess that, if we stood on the

ground on which Mr. Spencer stands, we

should find it difficult to prevent ourselves

frombeing pushed by the stalwart arm of
Dr. Denslow's logic into the gulf of ethical

nihilism."-Prof. Goldwin Smith.

INVESTORS
should confer with the

WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO.,
LAWRENCE, KANSAS ,

FirstMortgage Real Estate Loans paid

in New York. Absolute Satisfaction

GUARANTEED. For reliability , consult Third
Nat. Bank. N. Y. City, or Nat. Bank, Lawrence, Kan.

Security large. Interest promptly paid

Send for pamphlet with testimonials, sample forns, etc.
F. M. Perkins, Pres . N.F Hart, L. II. Perkins, Sec.

J. T. Warne , V. Pres . Auditor. C. W.Gillett, Treas

The Secret of the East ;
OR,

The Origin of the Christian Religion

and the Significance of its

Rise and Decline.

By FELIX L. OSWALD, M.D.

Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1.00.

"The work covers a great amount of crit-

ical and historical ground independently of

the Buddhistic analogies; it is in fact a vig-

orous, uncompromising outline of Christian
history, with all the weakness and wicked-

ness mercilessly dragged into daylight....

The case against the Christian Church is a

marvellously strong one. The superstitions
and miseries of mediævalism, the woes,

tortures, burnings, rackings, and brutalities

accomplished in the name of Christianity ,

are set in blackest array. The Nature-wor-

ship ofthepaganGreeksandRomans is setcontrast. Oswald very gener-

ous in admission of improvement in con-

temporary Christianity. To him, it is a

hurtful supernaturalism, impeding science,

diffusing pessimism, promoting hypocrisy,
His

and repressing the physical nature.

book is remarkablywell written, brilliantly
concise and, aside from its special

theories, of considerable scientific and his-

toric value."-Boston Evening Transcript.

Sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt of price

by the INDEX ASSOCIATION, 44 Boylston
Street, Boston, Mass.

Man --- Whence and Whither?
"Now, the whole force of this case de-

pends upon the assertion of Goldwin Smith

that Dr. VanBuren Denslow is a disciple of
Herbert Spencer. But the assertion is not By RICHARD B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.B.

true in any sense or in any degree. On the
contrary, Dr. Denslow is an open antagonist

of Mr. Spencer. His essay on Spencer's

Philosophy, first published in the Chicago

Times, while speaking of the man in the

usual terms of perfunctory compliment, as

have also Goldwin Smith and the Saturday

Review, is adverse, carping, and deprecia-
tory on every point that he considers. The

criticism was regarded as sodamaging that

Spencer's friends were told theymustreply

to it or forever hold their peace ; and we

were confidently assured that the last we

should ever hear of Spencer's system was

the thud of the clods that Denslow had

thrownupon its coffin."-Prof. Youmans, in

Popular Science Monthly and in Introduc-
tion to Current American Edition of the

Data ofEthics .

Stephen Pearl Andrews, as political ex-

ecutor of the late Thomas Paine, is as

fiercely indignant at Mr. Denslow's analysis

of Paine's politics as Prof. Youmans is at

his assault on Spencer's Philosophy. On

the other hand, George Jacob Holyoake
speaks of the analysis of Paine's political
philosophy as "the most masterly refutation

of it extant, without showing in his words

or inhis mind any enmity against the great

agitatorwhom he confutes."

The late Dr. George M. Beard, of New

York, wrote to the author: "Your critique

on Spencer's Data of Ethics has all the

force of a discovery in ethics, and is of

great value. It deserved to be made the

subject of a separate treatise."

TIONS from the writings and sayings BELFORD CLARKE & CO. , Publishers,
of Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Embel-

lished with a steel-engraved portrait of

the author. Beautifully printed on ele-

gant white paper, and in every way a

splendid book for the centre table. Price

$2.50.

For saleat THE INDEX office , 44 Boylston
Street, Boston.

The Success and Failure of Protestantism.

ALecture before the Society for Ethical

Culture of Chicago, by W. M. SALTER.

Price 10 cents . For sale at THE INDEX

office.

THE PROBLEM OF POVERTY.

ALecture delivered before the Society

for Ethical Culture of Chicago. For

sale at THE INDEX office . Price 10 cts .

THE ABSENCE OF DESIGN IN

NATURE. By Prof. H. D. GARRISON.

A Lecture delivered before the Philo-

CHICAGO , ILL.

PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

Price $1.00.

For sale at THE INDEX office.

THE INVESTIGATOR.

Published every week at the PaineMemo-
rial, Appleton Street, Boston, Mass.

Volume Fifty-second.

Price $3.00 per annum; 75 cts. for three

months to trial subscribers.

The INVESTIGATOR, as heretofore or since

its first commencement upward of half a

century ago, is devoted to the welfare, im-

provement, and happiness of men and

women here and now, in this world, the

only world of which there is any positive or

demonstrated knowledge. This is the IN-

VESTIGATOR'S basis of ac on, and the best

exertions of its manages will always be
used to render it a free and independent
journal, devoted to the development and

promotion of genuine Liberalism, or Uni-

versal Mental Liberty, Free Thought, Free
Inquiry, Free Speech, and a Frée Press.

JOSIAH P. MENDUM,

PAINE MEMORIAL BUILDING,

Appleton St. , Boston, Mass.

Fine Cabinet Photographs
OF

Charles Darwin,

Prof. Huxley,

Prof. Tyndall,

John Fiske,

Itising public is respectfully solicited for R. W. Emerson,
THE INDEX. Though the paper mustnot be

held responsible for any statements made
by advertisers, the attempt will be honestly

made to keep the advertising pages in en-

tire harmony with its general character and
principles. To this end, all improper or

blind" advertisements, all quack adver

tisements, and all advertisements believed

to be fraudulent or unjust to any one, will

be excluded from these columns .

ADVERTISING RATES .

"

For 1 to 12 Insertions, .

" 13 "

" 26 "

"52

25

51

10c. per line.

8c.
" "

60.
" "

5c.
"

On half-column advertisements, a discount

Herbert Spencer,

H. W. Longfellow,

Charles Sumner,

Wendell Phillips ,

W. L. Garrison,

Theodore Parker,

Geo. Jacob Holyoake,

Felix Adler,

M. J. Savage,

F. E. Abbot,

Frances Power Cobbe,

0. W. Holmes,

J. G. Whittier,

Geo. Wm. Curtis,

of 10 per cent. will be made; on full-column are for sale at this office at 50 cents each,

andwill be sent by mail to any address onadvertisements, a discount of 25 per cent.

Onall advertisements for which cash is receipt of price.
paid in advance, a further discount of25per Address

sophical Society of Chicago. Price 10 cent. on the total, as above calculated, will,

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price 15cents. cts. For sale at THE INDEX office . bemade.

THE INDEX,

44Boylston St. , Boston, Mass.
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ACORRESPONDENT of the Montreal Times, who

is making the rounds of the churches, says that

"preachers are so given to using the old terms with

newmeanings and mental reservations that heresy

cannot often be detected in the pulpit. One must

talkwith them in private to learn their real views."

SAYS an exchange : "The disfranchisement of

every leader of the [Mormon] Church under the

Edmunds bill is doing quietly its work. The

young men are mainly monogamous, and at once

are placed in a position of political importance,

which is sure to be dangerous to the gray heads of

the Church."

VOTERS in Massachusetts are reminded that the

next Legislature will be petitioned to tax church

property, as well as to repeal the statute by which

testimony is liable to be discredited on account of

theological disbelief. No party interests should

prevent the choice of men who will decide these

questions justly.

ARCHDEACON DIXON at the Congress of the

Anglican Church in Toronto, the other day, de-

nounced the unsectarian school system, and held

that the Church of England should demand that

"they be placed in the same position as the Roman

Catholic Church in respect to education, having
their own schools." He declared that there was a

mania for suicides in the United States, and that

it could be traced directly to godless instruction

in the public schools !

THE celebration throughout Europe andAmer-

ica of the one hundredth anniversary of Sir Moses

Montefiore's birthdaywas a fitting tribute to aman

of character and worth,whose love of his fellow-

men is unlimited by sectarian creeds, national

boundaries, or distinctions of race. Thomas Paine

said, " The world is my country, to do good my

religion. " The broad sympathy and boundless

philanthropy expressed in this sentence are pos-

sessed by Israel's noble patriarch in an eminent

degree.

Ar the annual Convention of the Catholic Total

Abstinence Union of America, held in Chicago

last August, Bishop Ireland said that the Catholics

in our large cities furnish the largest proportion

of criminals and paupers. The cause, he said,

was intemperance. Too many Catholics were in

the saloon business. He wanted the people edu-

cated so that they would not run saloons ; for

liquor-selling, he believed, was doing to the Church

more harm than all other causes combined. He

argued in favor of both moral and legal means for

the suppression of the evil.

MR. PETER ANNET, recently from England

where we are informed he did good work in or-

ganizing and lecturing to science classes, gave an

address last Sunday before the Parker Memorial

Science Class. His subject was "The Star-fish."

The lecture was devoted to a description of this

lowly form of life, its structure, habits, relation-

ships, and the unmistakable proof it offers of the

truth of evolution, with interesting statements

explaining how by advancing in myriads upon

oyster beds, and feasting upon its victims, it di-

rectly raises the price of one of our luxuries, and

indirectly affects the price of food in general. The

lecture was not only replete with information, but

by the treatment was made as fascinating as a

fairy tale. Mr. Annet, by special request, will

address the class again next Sunday at the usual

hour, 12.15 P.M. Subject, "The Stars. "

REV. H. A. FAVELL, vicar of St. Mark's, Shef-

field, Eng., has issued a circular to his seat-holders

referring to the Bible classes to be held during the

coming winter, in which "gentlemen" and "ladies"

are directed to meet at the "vicarage," "men" and

"women" at the "parish room." He also states

that the attendance of domestic servants will be

specially welcomed at the "parish room." The

distinction is further emphasized in the circular

by having the invitation to gentlemen and ladies

onone page and that to men andwomen on the

opposite. "Some one," says the London Inquirer,

referring to this circular, "once divided the human

race into 'men, women, and clergymen.' While

there are such clergymen in existence as the Hon.

and Rev. R. W. L. Tollemache-Tollemache and the

Rev. H. A. Favell, there is occasion for a classi-

fication which allows for an epicene order." The

clergyman with the long name is visar of South

Wytham,who lately required the villagers, farmers,

and the school-teacher of his parish tocome into

his priestly presence only through the back door

of his house.

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

every depth of sorrow, Ivowed that, ifGodwould

bring the day-star of life to me, I would never

suffer brother, friend, or neighbor to go unfriended,

should a like serpent seek to crush him. That

oath Iwill regard now,because Iknow the bitter-

ness of venomous lies. I will stand against veno-

mous lies that seek to sting to death aman and

magistrate worthy a better fate. Men counsel me

to ponder lest I stir again my own griefs. No: I

will not be prudent. If I refuse to interpose a

shield of well-placed confidence between Gov.

Cleveland and the swarm of liars that nestle in the

mud or sling arrows from ambush, may my tongue

cleave to the roof of my mouth and my right hand

forget its cunning !"

MR. HARRISON is a brilliant writer, but he is

neither profound nor accurate. In the recent dis-

cussion with Spencer, the contrast between the

two men was very striking. It is generally ad-

mitted that, argumentatively speaking, there was

not enough left of Mr. Harrison to be visible to

the naked eye. His statement, now made rather

petulantly, that "all the idées mères, as the French

said, of the Synthetic Philosophy were those of

the Positive Philosophy," is an old misstatement

revived, and one no thinker can indorse who is

acquainted with and capable of understanding

both Comte and Spencer. "No English man,"

wrote John Stuart Mill to Spencer in 1864, "who

has read both you and Comte can suppose you

have derived much from him. No thinker's con-

clusions bear more completely the marks of being

arrived at by the progressive development of his

own original conceptions ; while, if there is any

previous thinker to whom you owe much, it is evi-

dently (as you yourself say) Sir W. Hamilton.

But the opinions in which you agree with Comte,

and which, as you truly observe, are in no way

peculiar to him, are exactly those which would

make French writers class you with him; because

to them Comte and his followers are the only

thinkers who represent opposition to their muddy

metaphysics." In a recent letter, Mr. Spencer,

after quoting the above extract, says : "To this I

may fitly add a passage contained in Mr. Mill's

work, Auguste Comte and Positivism, issued a year

later, in which, distinguishing between that part

of the Positive Philosophy which belongs to Comte

and that which is the common inheritance of

thinkers,' he says : 'Mr. Spencer rejects nearly all

which properly belongs to M. Comte, and in his

abridged modeof statement does scanty justice to

what he rejects.' (p. 5.) Now, considering that

Mr. Mill was a profound admirer of M. Comte,

kept up a correspondence with him, and raised

funds to support him, and considering that, when

the above letter was written, I knew Mr. Mill only

through two calls at the India House, and was

an antagonist of Comtean views which he ac-

cepted,and hadpublicly combated one of his own

views, it is manifest that anybias he maybe sup-

posed to have hadwas against me rather than for

Such being the case, most persons will, I

think,regard his voluntarilygiven opinion as de-

HENRY WARD BEECHER last week, in defend-

ing the private character of Gov. Cleveland from

whathe delared to be unfounded calumnies put in

circulation by "rash and credulous clergymen"

who "went to harlots and drunkards" for their

stories, concluded his speech with the following

words for which honorable men of all parties will

respect him,when the excitement ofthis campaign

shall havesubsided: "When, in the gloomy night
of my own sufferings in years goneby,Isounded | cisive."

me.
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SOUND CHARACTER THE FOUNDATION

OF PUBLIC WELFARE.

The question is continually raised, not merely

by theoretical reformers, but in the practical ex-

perience of life, Where is the cure for the various

social disorders and sufferings which afflict man-

kind? It is, in fact, the old question which has,

from immemorial time, been the burden of all

religions, the question of human salvation. But

the time is past when any very large number of

the world's enlightened and leading minds can

accept the old ecclesiastical solution of this prob-

lem. Schemes of atonement are no longer avail-

able, aud a solution which is not to take effect

until a future world is not accepted. Hence, in

modern days, the question of human evil has been

considered in more practical shape; and various

plans havebeen from time to time proposed-plans

of legislation, of extended suffrage, of enlarged

liberty, of special philanthropies, of political and

industrial reform-by which, it is urged, the de-

sired end of human virtue and happiness will be

attained. And very good and necessary projects

many of these are. They do help to solve the

problem. They are steps in the forward march|

of mankind.

luxuries ; the stimulation and pampering of appe-

tite; the rapid increase of wealth and increased

demands of living; the new ways for acquiring

riches; and the sharp competitions, fierce excite-

ments, and fascinating games of speculation which

attend the new ways,-all these things have

brought temptations which former generations, at

least in this country, knew little of; and probably

it must be confessed that as yet there has not been

a corresponding increase of moral strength to with-

stand the temptations. In the maddening rush of

business and of pleasure, the voice of conscience,

certainly, does not get the hearing which is its due.

The serious responsibility of life is not adequately

felt. The character of men elevated to high office

is too little discriminated. Smartness is apt to

have a larger following than soundness. Bluster

takes the place of principle. Not who is the best

candidate, but who is the most available, is the

question asked in politics. Success in carrying a

measure is made of more account than honesty in

the means. Partisanship brings almost all the

political leaders to the degradation of masqueral-

ing onplatforms in an exciting political campaign

in any other garments than those of simplicity and

truth. And the greatest obstacle to reform, both in

the political and the business world, is that so large

a number of the prominent political and business
Personally, we have given sympathy and aid to

most of these modern philanthropies and reforms. | leaders are a part of the very thing to be reformed.

Yet the longer we live, the more strongly we

are convinced that there are no reform schemes

which can bring any adequate remedy for the

moral evils burdening society, unless they reach

down to the roots of personal character and begin

the remedy there. It is not enough to remove an

evil: good must be put in its place. It is not

No remedy, therefore, for this state of things

can be effective except through a higher culture

and a more vigorous exercise of the moral senti.

ment among all classes of people. Anation or a

municipality, when political corruption has gone

too far for its own security, may rid themselves

ofthe evilby an indignant uprising of the people.

enough to increase liberty : men and women must❘ But, to save themselves from falling under similar

be educated, intellectually, morally, physically, to

the right use of their liberated faculties. It is not

enough to fix outwardboundaries,as of legislation,

upon a vice: pure appetites and desires must be

cultivated to crowd out the bad ones that create

the vice. The help most needed by human be-

ings to enable them to overcome their besetting

corruption, they must see to it by perpetual vigi-

lance that only men of proved character are put

into office. Candidates for office must be made to

understand, not only that they will be measured

by their political principles and their mental com-

petency, but that integrity and purity of character

will be regarded as more worthy of trust than

government can only be secured so far as the

citizens themselves have a reverence that is

stronger than all partisan ties for honorable and

virtuous character. Arepublican form of govern-

ment will not be more vigilant for the right than

is the public conscience which stands behind and

guards the government.

temptations, and more faithfully to discharge | fealty to party. In a republic, a good and safe

their duties, is that which in some way quickens

their conscience, deepens their love of virtue, in-

spires in them a profounder reverence for integ-

rity, and thus increases their own moral strength.

And, in respect to improving the condition of so-

ciety in general, there can be no lasting reform

which does not supply nourishment to the moral

motives, or refine and purify those inner dispo-

sitions and tendencies which are the secret springs

of conduct. The crying need of mankind to-day

is sound, healthful, upright character, character| helps, they are good in their place; but they will

so firmly grounded in the sense of right that, let

comewhat will of temptation, nothing can sway it

off from that rock.

So, too, in respect to the various projects which

philanthropy offers for improving the outward

conditions of existence. As instrumentalities and

prove a delusion, unless they serve to enrich and

purify the inner elements of character. There is

no genuine social reform which does notmean the

final safety but just there. No reform is sure,

until it has carried that position. There is no

insured safety for society, unless that inner citadel

of the heart's loyalty to virtue, the keeping of

which is finally intrusted to the vigilance of each

individual man orwoman, can be held by a goodly

majority of persons against all forms of assaulting

temptation. There is no security, unless, whatever

else has to go, individual character can finally rely

on its own valorous love of virtue to save its

rectitude.

Perhaps it would not be true to say that society | reformation of individual character. There is no

is becoming less sensitive on points of moral honor

and purity than formerly, that rectitude is less es-

teemed, that the standard of morality in society

at large is deteriorating ; though there are good

observers of mankind who make these charges.

But, possibly, theydo not make sufficient allowance

for a transient moral abberration through tempo-

rary causes. This much, however, in the charges

is doubtless true. The temptations that assail

character at the points of integrity, probity, honor,

purity, are immensely greater than ever before.

The stupendous material and financial enterprises

of this age; the vast increase of the mercantile

interests of society; the growth of enormous mon-

eyedcorporations, withpowers unheard ofin former

times, and with treasures largely intrusted to indi-

vidual honor; the marvellous extension of all that

side of life which relates to material comforts and

Ayoung man, for instance, goes for the first

time away from the restraints of home love and

friendly acquaintance and the eye of parental

care, to live as a stranger in a great city. He

finds a public opinion not over-scrupulous, or he

finds that he may let down his conduct from the

old home ideal, and yield to the temptations of

gain or the temptations of appetite, and no public

opinion for whichhe cares have anycognizance of

the matter. What can save him in that hour but

the strength of those unseen ties which, through

childhood and youth, have been binding his char-

acter in loyalty to honesty and purity, and which,

instead of bending helplessly before temptation,

will almost welcome it for the sake of the con-

scious pride of manly power in overcoming it?

Whenayoung man feels such adevotion to virtue

that he will stand by it as he would defend his

own mother, then he maybe regarded as morally

safe. Nor are these high heroic ideals among

young men so rare as some moral cynics would

have us believe. And whatever in the customs of

business and society or in political action and dis-

cussion tends to break them down is a public

calamity.

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH AND WOMAN.

I.

Thegrand ideas ofConfucius,Zoroaster, Buddha,

Mohammed, Jesus, have been slowly transforming

the world from the reign of brute force to moral

power, and science has been as slowly emancipat-

ing mankind from their fears of the unknown;

but the Christian Church has steadily used its in-

fluence against progress, science, the education of

the masses, and freedom for woman. It is often

asserted that woman owes all the advantages of

the position she occupies to-day to Christianity,

but the facts of history show that the Christian

Church has done nothing specifically for woman's

elevation. In the general march of civilization,

she has necessarily reaped the advantage of man's

higher development; but we must not claim for

Christianity all that has been achieved by science,

discovery, and invention.

If we admit that the truth it has taught, as an

offset to its many errors, has been one of the fac-

tors in civilization, we shall concede all that can

be fairly claimed. The prolonged slavery of

woman is the darkest page inhumanhistory; and

she has touched the depths of misery since in

Bethlehem the Magi gathered round the child in

themanger, who was hailed as the Saviour ofman-

kind. But the life and teachings of Jesus, all

pointing to the complete equality of the human

family, were too far in advance of his age to

mould its public opinion. We must distinguish

between the teachings attributed to Jesus and

those of the Christian Church. One represents the

ideal the race is destined to attain; the other, the

popular sentiment of its time.

Had Jesus lived in Russia in the nineteenth

century, he would have been exiled as a Nihilist

for his protests against tyranny and his sympathy

with the suffering masses. He would have been

driven from Germany as a socialist, from France

as a communist, and imprisoned as a blasphemer

in England and America, had he taught in Lon-

don andNew York the radical ideas he proclaimed

in Palestine.

I speak of the Christian Church, Catholic and

Protestant, of the priesthood, the bulls of its

popes, the decrees of its councils, the articles and

resolutions of its general assemblies, presbyteries,

synods, conferences, which, all summed up, com-

pose the canon law, which has held Christendom

during what are called the DarkAges until now

under its paralyzing influence, moulding civil law

and social customs and plungingwoman into ab-

solute slavery.

The worst features of the canon law reveal

themselves to-day inwoman's condition as clearly

as they did fifteenhundred years ago. The clergy

in their pulpits teach the samedoctrines in regard
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toher from the same texts, and echo the same old

platitudes and false ideas promulgated for cen-

turies by ecclesiastical councils. According to

Church teaching, womanwas an after-thought in

the creation, the author of sin, being at once in

collusion with Satan. Her sex was made a crime;

marriage acondition of slavery, owing obedience;

maternity a curse; and the true position of all

womankind one of inferiority and subjection to all

men; and the same ideas are echoed in our pulpits

to-day.

England and America are the two nations in

which the Christian religion is dominant; yet, by

their ethics taught in the pulpit, the ideal woman

is comparatively more degraded than in pagan

nations. Isay comparatively; for, because of the

various steps of progress in education, science, in-

vention, and art, woman is now more fully the

equal of manin these countries than in any other

nation or period of the world. And yet the old

ideas taught by the Church in the Dark Ages of

her inferiority and depravity are still maintained ;

and, just in proportion as women are the equalsof

the men by their side, the more keenly they feel

every invidious distinctionbased on sex. To those

not conversant with the history of the Christian

Church and the growth of the canon law, itmay

seem a startling assertion; but it is, nevertheless,

true that the Church has done more to degrade

woman than all other adverse influences put to-

gether. And it has done this by playing on the

religious emotions (the strongest feelings ofher nat-

ure), to her own complete subjugation. The same

religious conscience that carried the widows to the

funeral pyre of their husbands now holds some

women in the Turkish seraglios, others in polyg-

amyunder aMormon theocracy, and others in the

Christian Churches, in which, while rich women

help to build and support them, they may not

speak or vote or enjoy any of the honors conferred

onmen, and all alike are taught that their degra-

dation is of divine ordination, and thus their nat-

ural feelings of self-respect are held in abeyance

to what they are taught to believe is God's will.

Out of the doctrine of original sin grew the crimes

and miseries of asceticism, celibacy, and witch-

craft,womanbecoming the helpless victim of all

the delusions generated in the brain ofman.

Having decided that she was the author of sin

and the medium through whom the devil would

effect the downfall of the Church, godly men logi-

callyinferred that the greater the distance between

themselves and all womankind, the nearer they

were to God and heaven. With this idea, they

fought against all woman's influence, both good

and evil. At one period, they crucified all natural

affections for mother, sister, wife, and daughter,

and continued aseries of persecutions that black-

ened the centuries with the most horrible crimes.

This more than any other one influence was the

cause of that general halt in civilization, that

retrogressive movement of the Dark Ages, for

which no historian has satisfactorily accounted.

At no period of the worldwas the equilibrium of

the masculine and feminine elements of humanity

so disturbed. The result was moral chaos,-just

what would occur in the material world, if it were

possible to destroy the equilibrium of the positive

and negative electricity or of the centripetal and

centrifugal force.

For the supposed crimes of heresy and witch-

craft, hundreds of women endured such persecu-

tions and tortures that the most stolid historians

are said to havewept in recording them; and no

one can read them to-day but with a bleeding

heart. And, as the Christian Church grew

stronger, woman's fate grew more helpless. Even

the Reformation and Protestantism brought no

relief, the clergy being all along their most bitter

persecutors, the inventors of the most infernal

tortures. Hundreds and hundreds of fair young

girls, innocent as the angels in heaven, hundreds

and hundreds of old women, weary and trembling

with the burdens of life, were hunted down by em-

issaries of the Church, dragged into the courts with

theablestjudges and lawyers ofEngland, Scotland,

and America on the bench, and tried for crimes

that never existed but in the wild, fanatical imagi-

nations of religious devotees. Women were ac-

cused of consorting with devils and perpetuating

their diabolical propensities. Hundreds of these

children of hypothetical origin were drowned,

burned, and tortured in the presence of their

mothers, to add to their death agonies. These

things were not done by savages or pagans : they

weredoneby the Christian Church. Neither were

theyconfined to the Dark Ages, but permitted by

law in England far into the eighteenth century.

The clergy everywhere sustained witchcraft as

Bible doctrine, until the spirit of rationalism

laughed the whole thing to scorn, and science gave

mankind amore cheerful view of life .

So large a place has the nature and position of

woman occupied in the councils of the Church

that the Rev. Charles Kingsley facetiously re-

marked that the Christian Church was swamped

byhysteria from the third to the sixteenth century.

Speaking of witchcraft, Lecky says the Reforma-

tion was the signal for a fresh outburst of the

superstition in England; and there, as elsewhere, its

decline was represented by the clergy as the direct

consequence and the exact measure of the progress

of religious scepticism. In Scotland, where the

reformed ministers exercised greater influence than

in any other country, and where the witch trials

fell almost entirely into their hands, the persecu-

tion was proportionally atrocious. Probably the

ablest defender of the belief was Glanvil, a clergy-

man of the English Establishment; and one of the

most influential was Baxter, the greatest of the

Puritans. It spread with Puritanism into the New

World, and the executions in Massachusetts form

one of the darkest pages in American history.

The greatest religious leader of the last century,

John Wesley, was among the latest of its sup-

porters. He said giving up witchcraft was giving

up the Bible. Scepticism on the subject of witches

first arose among those who were least governed

by the Church, advanced with the decline of the

influence of the clergy, andwas commonly branded

by them as a phase of infidelity.

One remarkable fact stands out in the history

of witchcraft; and that is, its victims were chiefly

women. Scarce one wizard to a hundred witches

was ever burned or tortured.

Although the ignorance and crimes of the race

have ever fallen most heavily on woman, yet in

the general progress of civilization she has had

some share. As man became more enlightened,

she of necessity enjoyed the results ; but to no

form of popular religion has woman ever been

indebted for one pulsation of liberty. Obedience

and subjection have been the lessons taught her by

all alike.

Lecky, in his History of Rationalism and his

European Morals, gives facts sufficient to convince

any woman of common sense that the greatest

obstacle in the way of the freedom and elevation

of her sex has been, and is, the teaching of the

Church in regard to herrights and duties. Women

have ever been the chiefvictims in the persecutions

of the Church amid all its awful tragedies, and on

them have fallen the heaviest penalties of the

canon law.

But the canon law did not confine itself to social

relations : it laid its hand with withering touch on

the civil law, and blighted many personal and

property rights accordedwoman under the Roman

Code.

Speaking of the Roman Code before the intro-

duction of Christianity (Gaius), Maine says: "The

jurisconsults had evidently at this time assumed

the equality of the sexes as a principle to the code

of equity. The situation of the Roman woman,

whether marriedor single, became one of great per-

sonal and property independence; but Christianity

tended somewhat from the very first to narrow

this remarkable liberty. The prevailing state of

religious sentiment may explain why modern juris-

prudence has adopted these rules concerning the

position of woman,which belong peculiarly to an

imperfect civilization. No society which preserves

any tincture of Christian institutions is likely to

restore to married women the personal liberty

conferred onthem by middle Roman law. Canon

law has deeply injured civilization."

ELIZABETH CADY STANTON.

THE COST OF MAN.

II.

Edwin Arnold, in The Light of Asia, makes

Buddha say that life once begun must run its

round of living, climbing up through worm and

fish and bird to shaggy beast, from shaggy beast

to man. The procession, after a march through

what Arnold, in the time-scale of Buddh, might

have called a "ninihut" of years, reached the

shaggy beast.

Atelegram was sent from Australia to the Brit-

ish Association at Montreal, announcing that Mr.

Coldwell had just discovered that the monotremes

are oviparous. The president of the Biological

Section voiced the opinion which all thoughtful

naturalists must form, when he said that no words

more important to science had ever passed through

the submarine cables. The monotremes have been

regarded as the lowest of mammals, having affini-

ties with reptiles and birds. The "duck-bill" is

bird-like in more significant structures than the

bill. It is reptilian in brain. Its dominant

characteristics are mammalian. It has mammary

glands, although they are without nipples. And

now it is found that this mammal lays eggs, and

that "the eggs develop very much as those of a

reptile." The monotremes are the horizon line on

which the bird, the reptile, and the mammal meet.

The full meaning of the telegram announcing

that the lowest mammals are still oviparous can

be understood only by the geologist who has

learned from mesozoic rocks west of the Missouri

that birds have descended from reptiles, and that

gigantic reptiles in the Jurassic age, in certain

structures, were mammalian. The land of the

monotreme is in arrest of development. Australia

is a faint echo of the Jurassic world. If our Juras-

sic rocks were to yield mammalian fossils, they

would be monotremes. As the earliest were not

recorded, we will pass from a hypothetical ovip-

arous monotreme to the earliest of recorded mam-

mals, the Bathmodon,whose remains are entombed

in the eocene strata of New Mexico.

The limb of Bathmodon was short. The lower

segment was composed of two bones, fibula and

tilia, which articulated, one with the heel-bone, and

the other with the astragalus, or "turning-joint."

The heel-bone was short, and the astragalus and

applied tibia were nearly flat, making an imperfect

hinge. The toes, five in number, were short, and

furnished with little trowel-shaped hoofs. This

ancient foot differed but slightly from a pattern

still more ancient, that of the reptile. It was

plantigrade.

The teeth are in correlation with the feet. Bath-
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modon's tooth was cylindrical, and its crown was

quadratuberculate.

The brain was smooth and small,-small not

only in the cerebral lobes,but in the lobes of smell

and sight and sound.

As Bathmodon had but little power of flexing❘tain to man?

the ankle, its gait must have been slow and awk-

ward. As its tooth was not specialized as insectiv-

orous or carnivorous or herbivorous, its diet must

havebeengeneral. As its brain,even in the lobes

of sense, was small, it could not have been sur-

rounded by enemies quick of wit or fleet of limb.

The struggle for life had not yet grown sharp.

If Bathmodon had been wise and vocal, it

might have said : "My world is a world of mo-

notony. Its features are few and faintly carved.

Over this expanse of plain, I roam in sluggish im-

munity from foes. I look down through the com-

ing ages, and see the features which now are

intensified and other features appearing. Here is

a river sculpturing a valley, and here is another

sawing a canyon. Here is rising achain of wooded

mountains, and there will stretch a treeless plain.

Here will be a zone of frost, and there a zone of

heat. My progeny is multiplying. They are push-

ing out for room. Some betake themselves to the

wooded mountains, others linger on the barren

plain. Some are wandering up into the icy north,

others remain on this fatherland of the south.

Change must follow, responsive to change of con-

ditions. That distant child of mine, which springs

from crag to crag on the mountain, must differ

from that which browses on the plain below, that

which bides the icy blast of the north from that

which lounges lazily in the south. Looking far

down along the ages, I see a member of my line

differing from its neighbors in the form of the heel-

bone. The change has come from the repercus-

sion of the foot on the ground. The bone is

slightly elongated.

"Simultaneously with this change in the heel-

bone has come a change in the turning-joint. It,

too, has elongated; and it begins to present to the

tibia the grooved segment of a pulley, making a

more flexible joint. This will be of advantage to

an animal wanting speed. And, as the struggle

for life begins to grow sharp, speed is of advan-

tage to an animal lacking strength. Generations

pass, centuries, ages, and I see on this line the

heel-bone growing more and more elongated and

the turning joint deeper and more deeply grooved.

The creative forces are moving for speed. For

this end, one toe will be better than five, and one

bone in the lower segment of the limb better than

two. Isee the toes fading out till only the middle

toe remains and avestige of the second and fourth.

The fibula is fading out. Its vestige at last blends

with the tibia.

"The tooth is changing responsive to changes in

the foot and limb. It is losing the cylindrical

form; and the tubercles of the crown are coales-

cing in pairs, and forming ridges with valleys

between. The ridges bend, and the valleys deepen.

The animal at the end of this series must drop my

name, and take the name 'horse. '

"I see in a far-off age another member of my

family which differs from its neighbors in having

a slight elongation of the toe-bones and a sharpen-

ing of the trowel-shaped hoofs. This would be of

advantage to an animal which fights. In this

series, the hoofs at last pass into bent daggers.

The tooth changes with the foot. The tubercles

in the lower eocene, up through tertiary strata of

New Mexico and Wyoming, we find the ruins of a

gradated series leading to the horse, another lead-

ing to the carnivora, and another leading to the

ruminants. What relation does this history sus-

In our limbs, we answer to the

primitive type. The two bones of the lower seg-

ment of the limb remain in the same relations as

in Bathmodon. In our feet, we are primitive.

Like Bathmodon,we are plantigrade. We have a

short heel-bone, a flat turning-joint, and nails

half-way between claws and hoofs. In our teeth,

we are primitive. We have the old-fashioned

quadratuberculate molar. Our digestive system is

old-fashioned. Our vascular system is old-fash-

ioned. From Bathmodon, the creative energy

moved forward on one line, developing an appara-

tus in toes and teeth for the destruction of life ;

along another line, developing feet and limbs for

rapid motion over the ground. On neither of these

lines did nature reach man. His feet and limbs

have not been modified for speed. His teeth have

not been modified for tearing flesh or cropping

grass. If a generalized mammal like Bathmodon

was in the line of man's ancestry, we must seek

for the divergence which led to man in another

series.

There was a time when mammalian life was not

arboreal. Some descendant of Bathmodon may

have been the first to climb a tree. If this animal

had been illuminated, it might have reasoned in a

vein something like this : "The struggle for life has

grown very sharp. My neighbors are preying

upon each other. They want to eat me. Icannot

run as fast as my cousin here, the forthcoming

horse. Icannot fight like my cousin there, whose

line will end in the tiger. What shall I do ? The

sanctuary of the weak shall be a tree. I will

escape the hungry mouths by climbing. I cannot

climb much; but, if I climb at all to-day, to-mor-

row I can climb better. The act which is occa-

sional with me will become a propensity in my

offspring, and in my remoter offspring a fixed

habit. And, as my line is becoming arboreal,

through what changes is it passing? Nature will

not care specially for my feet. A very little modi-

fication will adapt them for climbing. And she

will not care for my teeth. A little change of the

pattern will adapt them for fruit-eating. But the

cunning which drives me up a tree, nature will

build on that. She will build on the brain, and

'cephalize' the fore-limb to be its servant. If I

escape from my enemy by climbing, and become

the progenitor of an arboreal race, far down in the

coming ages I see my posterity as cunning apes,

and at last, in the very fulness of time, as sapient

men."

To speak again in Carlylese. There in the

cogitations of a eupeptic Bathmodon was involved

the fate of a world. Thou, O reader, over what a

hair-breadth bridge didst thou pass on thy way

hither, when shagginess cogitated whether to run

or fight or lie or climb. Consider it well. If

shagginess had run and run well, thou mightest

to-day be a horse not obedient to a bit. If he had

turned on his foe,and fought mightily with tooth

andnail, thou mightest have been an heroic tiger

with blood of sheep on thy fangs. If he had

called into play the low instinct of certain beetles,

and escaped death by simulating death, thou

wouldst unquestionably be that confirmed liar,

the opossum. But he climbed a tree, and thou

coalesce, not in pairs, but all four into one, and❘ standest erect on two legs, with somewhat of the

form a sabre-shaped fang. By these changes and

others co-ordinate with them has come the order

of 'carnivora. "

Theprevision imagined in Bathmodon is a dem-

onstratedfact inpaleontology. From Bathmodon,

tiger and the opossum in thee; and thou art

called Homo sapiens.

When a branch of mammalian life became ar-

boreal,manwas assured. To raise a prone quad-

rupedal body to an erect bipedal body were im-

possible to any forces or factors knownby science.

The quadrupedwhoselinewas to end in the biped

had to become arboreal. The arboreal ape had to

comedown from the trees to the ground-life of its

ancestors. Herewas another hair-breadth bridge .

The dog-headed baboon which abounds investiges

ofarboreal structures is as strictly quadrupedal as

the dog itself. Time was when the forests of the

fatherland of this baboon failed; and the animal,

adjusting itself to life on the ground, lapsed to

the form and habits of a pre-arboreal ancestor.

"Facilis descensus, sed revocare" ; to ascend, to be-

come erect, "hoc labor."

Comparative anatomy shows that the column of

life of which man is the capital rose from the

monotreme through the marsupial to the half-

apes, from the half-apes through the true apes to

the anthropoids, and from the anthropoids to man.

The highest of the anthropoids, taken in the

totality of structures, is the chimpanzee. The

scansorial muscles have been reduced, showing it

to be less arboreal than its ancestors. While the

dog-headed ape has lapsed, chimpanzee has ad-

vanced, and become almost erect. We need not

hypothecate an ideal anthropoid as the immediate

ancestor of man. That ancestor was a chimpanzee

or something very like to it. Every anatomical

feature which differentiates man from chimpanzee

is in correlation with certain modes of fighting.

As long as an animal uses its body for a weapon,

so long it must be an animal. Chimpanzee fights

with his teeth. His canines are strong tusks.

His jaws must be correspondingly large and

strong. The muscles which move them must be

large and firmly attached. The zygomatic bone

must be prominent. The entire face must take a

bestial cast from thejaw and its correlations.

In further correlation with the teeth and jaws

must be the muscles which move the head. These

muscles must be large and strongly inserted on the

skull. In gorilla, the temporal ridges coalesce and

form a serrated bony crest to hold the muscles

which movethehead in the act of fighting.

Let us imagine now that when Nature was some-

what younger, and animal forms more plastic, a

chimpanzee or a chimpanzoid ape fell into the

habit of striking with the hand, and finally with

a club. Suppose, the habit became congenital.

This is all the imagining we shall have to do.

This is the last hair-breadth bridge on our way

hither from brutedom. "Arma virumque,"-the se-

quence in Virgil is the sequence in history. Arms

precededman. The teeth were reduced. Thecanine

lost the character of a tusk, although in the lower

types of man it still retains a little of this charac-

ter. The jaw contracted. The muscles which

move it shrunk. The zygomatic bone grew less

prominent. The serrated crest over the skull

faded out. A new factor in evolution had come.

Itwasmind. When the mind armed the hand with

weapons, the weapons with which the body itself

had been equipped began to fade out. Whenhe

clothed the body, nature's own clothing of hair

began to abort. When mind became a factor, it

was a constantly increasing factor. Because of the

struggle for life, it grew. When a being threw

from its arm a club or stone, it was onlya matter

of years when man would hurl his projectile from

the lips of big-throated cannon.

Other projectiles, even while he is Homo silves-

tris, he will throw from his mind. Painful to the

child man were the pelting storm and tiger's claw,

but more painful his owndawning thoughts. "His

heart forebode a mystery. He named the name

Eternity." Into this mystery his brain shot forth,

as ours to-day, manya random arrow. Itwas a fine

instinct in the old Helleneswhich led them to name

man "anthropos,"-the one with an upturned eye.

.
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Man is anupward looker. Contrast the Hellenic

spirit with that of a South Sea Island tribe which

calledman "longpig." Such a people may have

made the transition from the animal body to the

human, but it must forever retain the animal

mind.

See nowwhat proofs we carry, even the highest

of us, of these later transitions. The big toe of

the human embryon stands out, as in the arboreal

apes; and, if it functioned in that attitude, it would

be opposible, and the foot would be prehensile.

Inthe regionof the thigh is a vestige of the scan-

sor muscle which has already suffered reduction

in the anthropoids. Scansorius and toe testify

that back somewhere on our line the body was

arboreal. Structurally, our canines are tusks, and

the fossil man of the Enghir cave had canines so

long that they protruded from the shut mouth like

tusks of a boar. The tooth was a weapon. Our

teeth and jaws have been reduced, and the facial

parts in correlation with them have been deani-

malized. The occipital regions have not changed

correspondingly. The bony nobs and pits could

support muscles more powerful than those required

nowtomove the head.

Our task in the field of anatomy is done. A

truth remains to be gleaned. It is unity, the deep

est word spoken in nature. At the very core of

things is one matter, one law, one life. I give

ether to chimpanzee. It lulls the nerves ; and,

though I pull his teeth, he feels not a tinge of

pain. Idescend on the scale of life to the sensi-

tive plant, and etherize the roots. The drug

mounts with the sap, and lulls the leaf to insen-

sate sleep. I go downon the life-scale to the very

base, and etherize the yeast plant. It is locked in

the same sleep as leaf and brain. The etherial

drug has laid the same touch of oblivion on the

same fabric of life, from its base in the cell-plant

up to its perturbed throne in the brain of man.

Iam one with the cell-plant, and I am the meas-

ure of all the forces which have lifted that com-

mon life-stuff to a throne in the thinking and as-

piring brain. I count the cost of all that has

made me man, and sounded in me the voices sylla-

bled never in the animal mind, "Thou shalt,"

"Thou shalt not" ; and to myself I say with Dar-

win, "I will never in my own person violate the

dignity ofhumanity."

W. D. GUNNING.

THE PRAISE OF CITIES .

II.

But, even if the country had an absolute monop-

oly of natural beauty, it would not follow that its

advantages as a place to live in are beyond dis-

pute. Man shall not live by bread alone, but a

diet of natural beauty wouldbe quite as insuffi-

cient for his complex development. Agirl in one

of Mr. James' stories objects to the omnipotence

of scenery that she cannot walk round with a tree.

There are other uses to which scenery is equally

intractable. What is so commonly esteemed the

condemnation of the city is its highest praise of

all, and this is its intense humanity. The city is

better than the country, because it has more men

in it; and,byparity of reasoning, the larger the city

is, the better. The proverbial saying, "Godmade

the country, but man made the town," has about

as much truth in it as proverbs generally have,

which is not much. The country, as we know it,

is hardly less a thing of man's device thanBoston

or New York. The general contour of the moun-

tains and the hills is about all that is at present

left to us of nature's pure originality, for which

God's making in the proverb stands. Everything

else has beenmade over by the device of man for
better or for worse. The forests are not the same

forests, the rivers are not the same rivers that

would have stood and streamed, had never man

arrived. And, much more obviously, the cultivated

aspect everywhere is human utterly. There are

two fields I often see upon my summer drives,

which are a brief epitome of man's relation to

the earth. One is as rough and jagged as it came

from nature's unassisted hand, strown thick with

boulders which the glaciers dropped upon their

way: the other, close beside it, is a patch of vel-

vety soft green, without a visible stone to mar its

gentle undulations. The labor necessary to tame

the rudeness of this field, which once was like the

other, and make it what it is, is representative of,

and it does not exaggerate, the labor that has

everywhere subdued the original rudeness of the

planet to the use of man. That God made the

country any less on account of this impression

which man's work has made upon it only the

foolish will conceive. Men are not less his minis-

ters than winds and waves,the cleaning frost and

the destroying fire. He is the master architect

and builder of every house and pyramid and tem-

ple that the journeying sun has seen, the chief

surveyor of all city streets, and the deviser of all

stores and dwellings, palaces and churches, that

shut in their human tides. But, if the city is not

less God's workmanship than the country road or

farm, it is much more conspicuously the product of

the energy and skill and patience of mankind.

The country segregates, the city aggregates the

proofs of man's intelligence and resistless will.

The city is the grandest monument of human

power. It is inscribed with Shakspere's magic

phrase, "What a piece of work is a man!" No-

where do I find myself disposed to say so proudly,

"I also am a man," as in our city streets, when by

some happy accident the might and wonder of it

all are delivered on my imagination with incalcu-

lable power. What a commentary here upon the

low opinion, the contempt, of theologians for the

mind and will of man! The mountains and the

sea, the pleasantness of country fields and lanes,

the sight of green things growing,-I yield to no

one in my satisfaction and delight in all these

things. But they never quicken me with such

tumultuous joy as the spectacle of human energy

which is presented to me by the plenitude and

multiformity of life in these great cities ; they

never make my heart leap up as does the many-

throated voice of these. The hurrying crowds; the

merchandise which the great drays and wagons

carry to and fro, and which represents the indus-

try and skill of every people under the cope of

heaven; the enginery and machinery that multiply

more than a hundred-fold the natural energy of

man; the handsome ships ; the steamers, great and

small, flying like merry shuttles to and fro, weav-

ing the towns and continents together ; the theatres

and churches; the miles of shops, noble and gay

with their provision for the simplest uses and the

costliest tastes; the galleries of pictures ; and the

music of the masters rendered so that it might

lure them back from heaven to listen and be glad,

-these things andmany hundred more make up a

spell that only the most dull of sense and heart

can fail to feel and know. "It is good for us to be

here,"-here where there is more of human life,

throbbing warmer and faster, than anywhere

beside in this new world. Yes, it is something

even to be a fly upon this mighty wheel whose

revolutions urge the comfort and the happiness of

half acontinent to better ends with each revolv-

ing day.The moral aspect of the case remains to be con-

sidered. The popular impression is that cities are

the haunts of vice, but that the virtues are as
friendly to the rural districts as the nymphs and

dryads were supposed to be of old. The impres-

sion is not one that will bear examination in the

light of history or of the statistical results accumu-

lated by the patient cultivators of the field of

social science. In the light of history, the cities

do not appear at any disadvantage as compared

with the agricultural regions. Quite the contrary.

And the superiority is not merely intellectual. It

is moral equally. Certainly there were aggrega-

tions of vice in the ancient city as there were not

in the country. This was inevitable. The white

sheep have more wool than the black ones, because

there are more of them. But the ancient city was

the centre from which light and strength and use

andbeauty streamed into the worldbeyond. The

rhetorician has often wreaked himself violently

upon the luxurious vices of the rich, the meaner

vices of the poor, of ancient Rome. Nevertheless,

for hundreds of years Rome was the moralizing

principle of the ancient world, the fountain of all

best and noblest things; nor did she perish till she

had preparedamatrix for thegerm of Christianity,

without which the new religion never could have

come to birth. And, when it hadcome to birth, its

earliest conquests were always in the cities. One

little word lets the whole secret out,-the word

pagans, ofwhich the Latin correspondent is pagani,

villagers. And how did pagans, villagers, come to

be the word for people outside of Christianity ?

Simply because the villagers clung to the old re-

ligion long after the cities had succumbed. It

was not till the year 529 that the last rural temple

of the ancient gods went down in Italy, and the

monastery of Monte Casino was erected in its

place. To-day, in Belgium, we see the same oppo-

sition of the country and the towns in the religious

crisis that is shaking society to its foundations.

The country stands for the old darkness, the towns

for the new light. The rise of the free cities of

Europe is the theme of one of the most interest-

ing and important chapters in the intellectual de-

velopment of Europe, and its moral development

as well. In these free cities, the new arts and sci-

ences were fostered, the passion for the new learn-

ing had its fullest swing, the pretensions of the

Church and of the feudal system were for the first

time successfully rebuked, and the political aspect

of the modern world showed its first vigorous

shoots. In a few years, we shall arrive at the cen-

tennial anniversary of the most important circum.

stance of modern times,-the French Revolution,

"the only absolutely unmixed good," said Wendell

Phillips, "that God has ever vouchsafed to man-

kind. " That is a trifle strong, but it is true that

no event since the Protestant Reformation has

brought so many blessings in its train. The polit.

ical history of Europe from 1789 to 1884 has

been the progressive working out of the ideals of

the Revolution. And this Revolution was an

affair of cities, of Paris most of all. The country

districts were a drag upon the wheel. Witness the

trouble the Republic had with La Vendée alone.

And it is still from Paris, London, and New York

that light is streaming out into the world beyond.

The vices pertaining to overcrowding are conspic-

uous in our great cities, but it maywell be doubted

whether they are greater in the aggregate than

those pertaining to the loneliness of the remoter

country-places. These, not the cities, have been

the most fruitful mothers of insanities, if the sta-

tistics do not lie; and they have bred the most

abominable and monstrous and distressing crimes

that have shocked and paralyzed the common

heart. But, even if upon the side of positive

crime the comparison of the city with the country

were wholly to the advantage of the latter, the

moralityof the country as a whole would not be

thus approved. The comparison ofpositive virtues
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would still remain to be made; and, in respect to

these, the city always leaves the country far be-

hind. Public spirit, intelligent benevolence, the

passion for political justice and reform, these

virtues house with those who live in city streets,

and not with those "who glory in the goad, and

whose talk is of bullocks." We must not wil-

fully deceive ourselves in regard to the universal

elements that abound in the life of our great cities.

They are innumerable, and some of them are pass-

ing foul. All the intelligence and patience that

wecan command are necessary for our successful

copingwith these social elements. But whyshould

those who live in cities take to themselves unnec-

essary shame? Let them believe that they have in

themselves not only force enough to cope with

these enormous evils, but something over and be-

yond that shall avail to thrill the lethargy of rural

denizens with intimations of a fuller, larger,

warmer, richer life than any which they yet have

known.

JOHN W. CHADWICK.

CONVENTION OF THE FREE RELIGIOUS

ASSOCIATION.

There will be a Convention of the Free Relig-

ious Association in Cosmian Hall, Florence, Mass. ,

Wednesday evening, November 19, and Thursday

forenoon, afternoon, and evening, November 20.

Full particulars hereafter.

F. A. HINCKLEY, Secretary.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

THE Freidenker for October 9 and 16 quotes

with cordial comments the article in praise of Mr.

Salter's work in Chicago, recently contributed to

the Magazin für die Litteratur des In- und Auslandes

by that able writer on ethics, Georg von Gizycki.

BISHOP HERBERT VAUGHN, in describing the

religious condition of England, says : "It would

appear that considerably less than half of the pop-

ulation of this country frequents any place of

worship on a Sunday, and that the minds of men

are becoming silently alienated from the Christi-

anity of their fathers. Doubt and unbelief are

spreading, even among the young, and girls in

their teens prate about infidelity. We are witness-

ing the gradual dechristianization of society."

THE Radical Review, one of our best liberal jour-

nals, published at Chicago, is not receiving the

support it deserves. The Liberals of the West

ought not to allow this able and independent

paper to be published at irregular intervals, even

for a while, from lack of money. The ability,

courage, and earnestness of its editors, Mr. and

Mrs. Schumm, should receive appreciative recog-

nition; and the best way to show this is to sub-

scribe for the paper, and assist in increasing its

circulation and putting it upon a firm business

basis.

AMINISTER in the Highlands is credited with

the following prayer: "An' noo, Lord, that we're

prayin' for a' sorts and conditions o' men, dinna

forget the puir auld deil that's lying chained in

the inner neuk o' hell ! Lord, let byganes be by-

ganes; an', gin ye tak' him to yoursel' again, mak'

him cut off his horns and his hoofs, and gar him

look like anither mon ! " This large-hearted and

compassionate prayer reminds one of the last verse

in Burns' "Address to the Deil" : -

"But fare ye weel, auld Nickie-ben !

O,wadye tak' a thought and men' ,

Ye aiblins might-I dinna ken-

Still hae a stake.

I'm wae to think uponyon den,

E'en for your sake."

THE Catholic Review mentions the addresses on

Emersondelivered before the Concord School last

summer, and adds : "No miracles have yet been

claimed for their patron except in a transcen-

dental sense, but they are not slow to insist that

he possessed the Christian virtues in an heroic de-

gree. True, they say nothing about the slight

circumstance of his life-long connection with and

encouragement of the Free Religious Association,

ofwhich our esteemed contemporary, The Index, is

the organ, and which, whatever else may be said

of it, cannot be accused of an overweening admi-

ration for or zealous devotion to the principles of

Christianity. Yet Dr. Bartol says : 'That Emer-

son was a pious man, and that religion was a feel-

ing in him raised to the highest power, was proved

tomeby the rapture in his look, after a service in

his house nearly half a century ago. His eyes let

outmore light than they took in.' "

MR. HARRISON is in error, and it is a strange

error for a Positivist, when he reproaches his

opponent for employing the term Unknowable

instead of Unknown ; for the Unknown embodies

a knowable element,-the sum of all the phe-

nomena and laws which still escape our faculties,

but which we are capable of knowing, and which

we shall certainly more and more fully know.

The Unknowable, on the other hand, stands for

what must always lie beyond human knowledge

in virtue of our intellectual organization, the

first Cause, the Noumenon, the Essence of things.

...

Thus, Littré, for instance, says : "Immensity,

regarded in its material as well as in its intel-

lectual manifestations, appears under the double

aspect of reality and inaccessibility. It is an

ocean which rolls up against our shores, but one

for which we have neither barque nor sail ; and

yet the clear perception of its existence is as

salutary as it is overwhelming."-Count Goblet

d'Alviella, in Revue de l'Histoire des Religions.

THE American Israelite thus refers to the supe-

riority of the French Republic over the Empire :

"Ten years ago, France was crushed politically

and financially: to-day, her prestige is restored,

machine politicians. In one of his recent speeches,

he said: -

One of the parties nominates one man, and another

partynominates another man, and then they ask you

inthe name of one of the two parties to vote for one

of the two men; and, however you may think them

unfit, you are told that you are renegades, and you

are called all sorts of hard names, if you do not walk

up and vote according to the behests of party. Well,

now, who nominates those men? How can they be

nominated ? Afew men get together in a ward cau-

cus, for example. Some of them get in early, and get

round the platform or the desk; and then, themoment

thehour arrives, one man steps inside the railing and

calls out: "This meeting is organized. I want to hear

names for chairman." Adozen voices call out names,

buthe only hears one ; and that, of course, is the pre-

destined one. Then he nominates a committee, and

submits a list of delegates, and rules out of order any

other men [laughter]; and the list of delegates is

brought in. Then they are chosen; and, if anybody

makes any protest, the chairman calls for a police-

man toputhim out of the hall. Do not think I don't

know, when I have been attending caucuses all my

life. Then you have delegates chosen, not by the

people, but by party machinery; and, ten to one, that

chairman is a paid servant and an agent of the oppo-

sition party. Then those delegates, so chosen, go

and nominate somebody else for office, some one else

of their own kidney; for like seeks like.

REFERRING to the removal of the czar's portrait

from public places in St. Petersburg, to avoid a

repetition of disrespectful treatment, the execution

of six army officers and two ladies, and the dis-

covery of a plot to blow up a fortress, events fol-

lowing in close sequence, the Boston. Transcript

observes : "As long as conspirators are obscure

wretches, their revolts the sporadic risings of mis-

ery driven desperate, society can afford to ignore

them and their doings as things unpleasant, but

not unusual; but when officers of the army and

navy, men of talent and means, whose interests

are apparently with the maintenance of existing

institutions, plot the overthrow of government,

and detected go to the scaffold full of faith in the

ultimate triumph of their cause, society is only in

doubt as to whether the volcano will give out warn-

ing rumblings or will at once send forth the burn-

shot or hanged since the close of the Russo-Turk-

ish war for the vague offence of 'Nihilism.' But

Nihilism' would not inspire men of their charac-

ter, manyof them distinguished, and not a few of

them young; and their real offence is that they

have plotted the establishment of free government.

The czar may send scores to death, and hundreds

less happy to the mines ; but the movement which

neither the scaffold nor exile can daunt will go on,

and persecution will simply intensify the fury of

the outbreak which is inevitable."

more than restored. She can cope now with Eng-❘ing lava of revolution. Many officers have been

land as the mistress of the sea, has established the

nucleus of two new empires in Africa and in Asia,

has secured domestic peace and political unanim-

ity at home, and is to-day the wealthiest and most

advanced nation of the European continent. All

the Kaiser meetings, militaryparades, and political

manœuvres are inadequate means to hide this fact

from the eyes of the nations. They cannot help

seeing the marked superiority of the republic over

the empire; and, seeing it, they will have to come

to the conclusion that Europe's hope of regenera-

tion is in the European republic. The elements

of aEuropean revolution are at hand. Whenever

they will be toned down to the sober idea of the

democratic republic and be purged of their infa-

mous race theories, the end will be at hand. "

ACCORDING to Mayo Powell, the Wintun Indians

of the Sacramento Valley believe in three worlds,

and that each has its peculiar class of inhabitants.

The sky is smoke, while to the majority of Indians

it is ice, and a few think it is quartz crystal.

Mountains were made by the burrowing of the

mole-god. Light and darkness are maiden god-
desses. Rocks and other inanimate things were

once living, and some rocks now live and speak,

this being the Wintun explanation of echoes.

Whirlwinds are little spirits seeking water to

drink. Diseases are caused by mythical animals.

Bits of negro folk-lore are found among many

tribes of Indians, from whom the slaves must have

obtained them.

GEN. BUTLER is not unfit for the Presidency

from any lack of knowledge as to the methods of

PREMONITIONS.

For The Index.

Though earthly natures, love of dross ,

To future fate our vision blind;

Though in our usual moods at loss

How we shall leap death's gulf across,

Ormeaning in life's struggle find,-

Moments, and sometimes hours, there be

Of clear, exalted sight, when we

Beyond the barriers seem to see

Of life the grand and lucid key,

The solving of all mystery.

Then fancy o'er the dark abyss

Abridge of radiance bright extends,

That with the farther boundary blends ,

Apathway from yon world to this.

Andwe, un'ware of sin and evil,

In hope's delightsome vi - ions revel,

And in our inner spirits feel

That surely allwe dream is real;

That life but as a fleeting night

Precedes the everlasting light;

And, whenfrom time's stern durance freed,

In bliss wedrop each ill and need.

BROOKLYN, L.I.

TUDOR WILLIAMS.
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THE INDEX is publishedevery Thursday, at No. 44 Boyl-

stonStreet, Boston, by an incorporated Board of Trustees
nominated by the Free Religious Association. Terms:

Threedollars peryear, in advance.

THE objects ofTHE INDEX may be defined by the objects

of the Free Religious Association ; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-

lowship in the spirit, and to encourage the scientific study

of man's religious nature and history" ; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks
these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.

Itwould subject the traditional authority of all special
religions and alleged revelations-the Christian no less
than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipateRe-
ligion frombondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-

tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

may be putmore effectually to the service of a higher

Morality and an improved Social Welfare.

WILLIAM

BENJAMINFUNDERWOOD, :::::::}Editors.

NOWRITERS in THE INDEX, editorial or other, are to be

regarded as speaking inbehalf of the Free Religious Asso-

ciationasawhole; nor is any writer to be held responsible

foranyopinions expressed in its columns except his own.

For all unsigned editorial matter, B. F. UNDERWOOD, the

office editor, is responsible.

ALL communications intended for the paper and all

business letters should be addressed to B. F. UNDERWOOD,

theBusiness Manager,44 Boylston Street, Boston, towhose

order all checks and drafts for THE INDEX should be

made payable. Letters for Mr. PorTER should be ad-

dressed to him, at New Bedford, Mass.

PAPERS are forwarded until an explicit order is

received by the publishers to discontinue, and until pay-

mentof all arrearages is made. The change of date on the

address label is a receipt for renewal, and no other receipt

willbesentunless specially requested.

For The Index.

A Study of Primitive Christianity.

BY LEWIS G. JANES.

V.

SOCIAL ASPECTS OF THE RELIGION

OF JESUS.

The Ethical Teaching of Jesus.

The ethical teaching of Jesus finds its highest

illustration in the Golden Rule and the collection

of aphorisms, beatitudes, and allegorical sayings

known as the Sermon on the Mount.* Perfection

in practical righteousness is herein held up as the

end and object of all human endeavors. Happi-

ness and misery, here and hereafter, are declared

todepend upon the character and actions of the

individual. By these he will be judged and

known, as the tree is known by its fruit. The

teachers of religion are to be tested, not by their

professions, but by their practical works ; and the

people are warned against "false prophets who

come in sheep's clothing, while inwardly they are

as ravening wolves."

Everywhere, the inward motive and purpose of

theheart is regarded as the supreme test of char-

acter rather than outward observance or appear-

ance. It is not the act alone, but the sinful thought

which constitutes adultery.s Not he alone who

kills, but he who is angry withhis brother without

a cause, shall be in danger of the judgment. ||

Gifts placed upon the altar while anger is in the

heart are of no avail. "First be reconciled to thy

brother, then come and offer thy gift. " The

formality of an oath adds nothing to the simple

majesty of the truth. "Let your communication

be yea, yea, nay, nay; for whatsoever is more

thanthese cometh of evil. " ** Alms given in the

*Matt. v.,-vii. † Matt. vii., 16, 21, etc.

|| Matt. v. , 22.

***Matt. v., 33-37.

§Matt. v., 28.

sight of men possess no saving virtue. "When

thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet

before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues

and in the streets, that they may have glory of
men. I say unto you, They have their reward.

Butwhen thou doest alms, let not thy right hand

know what thy left handdoeth : that thine alms

may be in secret: and thy Father, who seeth in

secret, shall reward thee openly." * Alike secrecy,

aswe have seen, was commanded in prayer, asit

was also in fasting.t

The honest scorn of pretence and hypocrisy

which characterizes the teaching of Jesus, his

virile denunciation of evil in high places, of the

scribes and Pharisees, who sit on the high seats in

the synagogues and devour widows' houses, and

for a pretence make long prayers,‡-is little like

the conventional meek and lowly Saviour of the

current emasculated Orthodoxy of the present day,

but resembles rather the lofty courage and fearless

preaching of the ancient prophets, or the plain-

speaking of the American Abolitionists, and justi-

fies the fine conception of Thomas Hughes of the

"manliness" of Jesus.

Modern Criticisms upon the Ethical System of

Jesus.

The ethical teachings of Jesus have been criti-

cised from two quite different stand-points, which

maybe distinguished as the practical and the ideal.

On the one hand, it is affirmed that his moral in-

structions are unpractical and impossible to apply

to the affairs of our every-day life, because they

are too exclusively altruistic. Modern society, it

is claimed, could not exist, if we were to leave evil

unresisted, if we were to turn the other cheek to

the smiter after having been once unjustly

stricken, if we were to give our cloak unasked to

the beggar who had demanded and received our

coat or to the thief who had stolen it.

It appears quite evident, however, from our pre-

vious consideration of these questions that this

extreme altruism was not intended for application

during a long continuance of the natural social

order. It is due almost wholly to the erroneous

belief of Jesus that the present order of society

was to endure but for a day; that a new, divine,

and eternal order was soon to be established in its

place. Had he looked forward to what we may

now look back upon,-to many centuries of con-

tinuance under the old social order, to a natural

evolution in human affairs instead of the super-

natural revolution which he anticipated,-his teach-

ing might, and doubtless would, have been greatly

Yet on his tenderer side, as illustrated in the

beatitudes and many of the parables, there is a

felicity of presentation, a gentle persuasiveness

and "sweet reasonableness," which must have

been most winning and attractive. It contrasts

strongly with the dry, metaphysical reasoning of | modified in some of these particulars.

the philosophers, appealing only to a few culti-

vated intellects, or with the sublimated mysti-

cism of the Brahmanical schools ; and no less

strongly with the hair-splitting logic and dog-

matic appeal to traditional technicalities of the

contemporary rabbis. Jesus was no philosopher;

his simple idealism was free from the mysticism of

the schools; he propounded no logical or deeply

reasoned system of belief. He accepted the crude

cosmogonical and cosmological notions of his time

and nation without question. He taught the

simple, strong, natural morality of an exception-

ally fine ethical nature, fed by the nourishing

stimulus of the Hebrew prophets. He did not

stop to argue the question with his hearers : his

vital words were spoken with the straightforward

earnestness of one who stood upon the firm foun-

dation of assured inner conviction. "He taught as

one having authority, and not as the scribes."

His Doctrine of the Forgiveness of Sins.

Upon one point only, besides his belief in future

punishment, he appears to have been in concur-

rence with the dogmatic statements of modern

Orthodoxy : he accepted, apparently, the current

Jewish doctrine of the divine forgiveness and re-

mission of sins, §-the natural and humane ac-

companiment of an arbitrary system of morality,

based upon alleged revealed commandments of the

Deity. To this he added the belief that this

power of forgiving sins and cancelling the natural

results thereof was committed by the Father to

the Messiah, or "Son of Man," as his duly ap-

pointed representative or servant.|| This doctrine,

however, in his mind, didnot descend to the gross-

ness of the modern theory of a vicarious atone-

ment. The forgiveness of sins was conditioned,

not upon the acceptance of anydogmatic belief or

the substitution of an innocent victim for the

guilty, but solely upon repentance,-an inner

moral change in the direction of righteous living,

attested and assured by the free and full forgive-

ness of their enemies on the part of the sinners.

*Matt. vi. , 1-4. †Matt. vi. , 5,6, 16-18.

Matt. xxiii.; Luke xi., 37-54.

§See Ex. xxxii., 32; Ps. lxxviii., 38 ; xcix., 8; ciii., 3; Jer.

Matt. vii. , 15-20.

Matt. v. , 23, 24.

xxxi. , 34; Isa. xxxiii. , 34; Dan. ix. , 9, etc.

|| Matt. ix., 1-6, etc.; Mark iii ., 29.

Matt. vi. , 12, 14, 15; Luke vi., 37; xvii. , 3, 4. •

Nevertheless, we have reason to be profoundly

grateful for the vision of a perfect social order

which is suggested by these ideal conceptions of

the Prophet of Nazareth. It is by such visions as

these that the world is lifted upand led onward to

higher planes of thought and life. Like a rift in

the clouds through which the sunlight streams,

they gladden the hearts of men with the promise

of diviner possibilities in the life that now is. In

our way, we also may look forward to a higher

order of human society to be established upon the

earth. Each and all of us may in some manner so

live as to hasten the period of its fulfilment. We,

too, may pray with the disciples of the Nazarene

that the kingdom of God maycome, andhis will

bedone on earth as it is in heaven.

Prof. Francis W. Newman and other able writ-

ers have criticised the ethical appeals of Jesus

from quite another stand-point, because they are

not sufficiently altruistic in their foundation. It is

affirmed by this class of critics that they are almost

universally based upon self-interest instead of a

desire to benefit society as a whole or to do right

because it is right. Even the Golden Rule, it is

alleged, would measure the love for the neighbor

by the love for self. The beatitudes are each

accompanied by some promise of selfish reward,-

the offered attainment of some future happiness.

The entire moral system of Jesus rests upon the

accompanying assurance of eternal happiness in

the heavenly kingdom for the workers of right-

eousness, and the co-ordinate threat of eternal

misery for those who in this life fail to accept

the conditions of salvation .

The most recent attempts to establish morality

upon an assured scientific basis, however, recog-

nize the necessity of giving due weight to the

egoistic as well as the altruistic side of human

action. An extreme and unqualified altruism

would defeat the rational end of all moral action

by speedily destroying the life or health of the

agent. Action without regard to ends, ultimate

or immediate, is everywhere properly regarded as

irrational ; and action which does not have explic-

itly in view the ultimate happiness of all, includ-

ing the actor, can onlybe regarded as moral when,

by previous analysis and comparison, we have

been enabled to subsume all moral actions under
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a universal law which has been proved to result in

the security of universal happiness, and we are

therefore impelled to obey the law without regard

to its special or ultimate consequences.*

To no such profound philosophical view of

morals, however, had the prophet of Nazareth

attained. His ethical appeals were direct, simple,

personal, devoted to the production of immediate

results. Viewed broadly, except as they were af-

fected by the erroneous expectation of the speedy

coming of the heavenly kingdom, they do not

suffer or lack in impressiveness, as tested by the

rigidrules of au abstract moral philosophy. The

ethical element was everywhere dominant in the

religion of Jesus. His "heavenly Father" was a

moral ideal personified,-a conception not inferior,

but superior to that of the Hebrew prophets and

law-givers. God to him was still, and ever more

supremely, the "Eternal, not ourselves, that makes

for righteousness." The test of morality was at

once and inseparably theocratic and utilitarian :

the two ends were in no wise differentiated in his

thought. To do right was alike conceived as per-

fect obedience to the divine will and as the means

of securing happiness among men.

The Religion of Jesus as related to Judaism.

What, finally, was the relation of the religion of

Jesus to Judaism and its system of morals as

enunciated in the Thorah? This question can

hardly be answered more satisfactorily than in the

language of one of the most lucid and rational

critics of the gospel literature, Ferdinand Chris-

tian Baur. “Jesus," he says, "declared at the

outset that he was not come to destroy the law

and the prophets, but to fulfil them, and might

thus appear to have taken up an entirely affirma-

tiveposition toward the Old Testament. It might

be said that the difference between the teaching

of Jesus and the law, or the Old Testament, was

not one of quality, but of quantity. On this view,

no new principle is advanced in his teaching : all

that is done is to widen the application of the

moral precepts which the law contained, and assert

their authority over the whole extent of the moral

sphere to which they are capable of referring.

That is given back to the law which should never

have been taken away from it. The law is de-

clared to be capable of expansion in its meaning

and its range of application, and this is said to

bedone.

"This interpretation of the Sermon on the Mount

appeals to the fact that, in the further discussion

of the subject, individual injunctions of the law

are taken up, and each of them brought back to

the original meaning of the law or interpreted in

a sense which satisfies the moral consciousness .

But, though there is no enunciation of a general

principle which is to apply to all cases alike, yet,

when we consider what is said to be the true ful-

filling of the law in each separate instance, and

see how in each instance what is done is to con-

trast the outward with the inward, to disregard

the mere act as such, and lay stress on the disposi-

tion as that which alone confers any moral value

on a man's acts,we cannot but recognize in this

anew principle, and one which differs essentially
from Mosaism. What the law contained, it is

true, but only implicitly, is now said to be of most

importance, and enunciated as the principle of mo-

rality. The expansion of the law quantitatively

amounts to a qualitative difference. The inner is

opposed to the outer, the disposition to the act, the

spirit to the letter. This is the essential root prin-

ciple of the religion of Jesus] ; * and, in insisting

that the absolute moral value of a man depends

simply and solely on his disposition, the [religion

of Jesus] was essentially original."

Historical Verity of the Man Jesus.

And now, as we pass on to a consideration of

the later phases of the development of the Chris-

tian faith and doctrine,let us bear onward with us

this sublime picture,-not indeed of a God or a

supernatural being, but of a man, a man loving

in allways to identify himself with his fellow-men,

even the poorest and lowliest among them. More

frequently than by any other designation,he refers

to himself as "the Son of Man," a common desig-

nation of the prophets, and at the time of Jesus

probably not regarded as a Messianic title. Urged

by an irresistible affection for his fellow-men, he

gave the best labors of his life for their moral

inspiration, for their salvation from sin and prep-

aration for the life of ideal perfection in the heav-

enly kingdom. Viewing his character in this

purely natural and human aspect, we need not and

will not consent to the uncritical judgment of

those destructive writers who would deny to the

gospel stories all historical validity or regard

Jesus as the servile imitator of the founder of

another and widely different religion. After sep-

arating from them the legendary and mythical

accretions of an unscientific and credulous age,

does there not yet remain to us the "saving rem-

nant" of the New Testament narratives ? Look-

ing upon this picture, with all its lights and

shadows of a noble yet fallible humanity, maywe

not say of the Prophet of Nazareth,-
"Hewas a man:

Take him for all in all ,

Weshall not look upon his like again" ?

Would it then be just to conclude, with Chris-

tendom, that the career of Jesus presents phenom-

ena wholly unique in the world's history ? Such

is, perhaps, the natural impulse of the human

mind, after contemplating a life of heroic self-abne-

gation and devotion to the welfare of human kind.

With a like thought, we have doubtless risen from

the perusal of the noble tribute to the founder of

another of the world's great religions in Edwin

Arnold's Light of Asia. We are touched in a

similar manner by the contemplation of the

noblest characters of fiction,-the Jean Valjeans

aud the Romolas, ideal exemplars of this religion

of lofty self-sacrifice. But sober second thought

should lead us to question whether we ought not

rather to bear in mind the human limitations of

even the noblest of those who have lived and died

for man, lest we fall into a species of idolatry and

hero-worship inconsistent with the mandates of

rational religion. At least let us not exalt one

unduly by the disparagement of all others. The

orthodox doctrine of "total depravity," the dark

background against which the ideal picture of the

supernatural Christ is limned,has no place in the

healthy creed of rational religion.

was asked, "Do you think there ever was as good

aman as Jesus?" instantly replied, "Yes, millions

of them !" Have not you and I also known hearts

as true and souls as full of manly courage ?

Let us not denyJesus his proper place in the

world's history, nor place him so far above the

level of our common manhood that he shall fail to

be to us always a rational example and inspiration

to all noble things. Let him live in our hearts

and minds a heroic, manly character, "not too

saintly to be human." Is this indeed so difficult ?

"Long fedonboundless hopes,O race of man,

How angrily thou spurn'st all simpler fare !

'Christ,' some one says, 'was human, as weare.

No judge eyes us from heaven our sin to scan.

We live no more when we have done our span!"

'Well, then, for Christ,' thou answerest, 'who cancare?

From sin which heaven records not,why forbear ?

Live we like brutes, our life without a plan!'

So answerest thou. Butwhy not rather say,

'Hath man no second life ? Pitch this one high!

Sits there no judge in heaven our sin to see?

More strictly then the inward judge obey.

Was Christ a man like us? Ah! let us try

If we then, too, can be such men as he!'"

CORRESPONDENCE.

CONDITIONS OF TRUE GROWTH.

Editors of The Index:-

The aim and object of each individual should be to

attain to the finest manhood and womanhood: first ,

in the earthly surroundings where we in our spirit-

ual infancy are placed, as the child in his kinder-

garten; and, afterward, in the continual develop-

ments of our spiritual nature, which brings out the

capacities of the spiritual man which is to be, as the

ultimate of this prior and developing process. All

the education the spirit obtains through its mortal

and immortal (two conjunctive states) existence is to

this purpose, and is received through the experiences

attained by contact with circumstances.

The body of the child must grow to the stature of

the man before the responsibilities of that state nat-

urally inhere in him, and he may properly exercise

the functions of that period; and the soul of the child

must develop to a condition of manhood before it can

properly take cognizance of its responsibilities and

faithfully perform its duties. It is by no means cer-

tain that the man's form contains the man's soul; for,

by birth or after-conditions, it is often the case that

the interior spirit is yet rudimental and unformed

and child-like in its growth, even when the adult size

ofthe bodyhas been reached.

Through the natural up to the spiritual is the legiti-

mate law of ourgrowth; and to remain in the natural,

and not pre-eminently aspire toward the spiritual, is

not even natural, but is decidedly unnatural and

materialistic. There are capabilities and pleasures

attainable by the man whose eyes are spiritually

opened to discern the qualities of things which are

wholly unknown and unsupposed by him who is a

novice in spiritual perception. Many aman remains

in ignorance of his highest happiness andgood and in

love with the glories of earth just for need of a quick

ray from the candle of some one who has climbed a

step farther than he up the winding stair of progres-

sion toward the Life, to illuminate his condition, and

assure him of his own heaven-born faculties. The

rays of the sun of Truth are continually seeking for

lodgement in our hearts; but, alas! we shut ourselves

up so closely in our own self-complacency that they

find no crevice whereby to enter. Let us make our-

selves as open as the day to all sweet and elevating
Old Father Taylor, of Boston, the seamen's

missionary,whose abundant humanity outweighed influences, using our own reason as a guide by which

the depressing implications of his creed, when he

*See Spencer's Dita of Ethics, Savage's Morals of Evo-

lution, Prof. Everett's essay on "The New Morality," etc.

See also John Stuart Mill, Autobiography. Mr. Mill even

lays down the principle that the greatest happiness cannot

be attainedwhen it is consciously made an end aad object

ofpursuit.

+ The Church History of the First Three Centuries , by Dr.

Ferdinand Christian Baur, late Professor of Theology in

the University of Tübingen.

*We substitute this phrase for "Christianity," in order

to obviate the confusion which might arise from the use of

a term which ordinarily implies certain doctrinal beliefs

not found in the teaching of Jesus. As a matter of fact,

this term was not applied to the new religion during the

lifetime of its founder.

†Wecannot protest too strongly against the systematic
depreciation and condemnation of both Jesus and the

Buddha in such works as Dr. Oswald's Secret of the East,

of which more hereafter. Making all due allowances for

theological errors, due largely, as we have seen, in the case

of Jesus, to the failure to give due weight to a single mis-

taken belief, the noble personality and fine moral insight
of those two great teachers are influences for good that

the world will not willingly let die, or consent to see mis-

represented or undervalued.

to criticise their sweetness and wholesomeness, mak-

ing ourselves receptive and negative, while yet we

are positive in our determination to appropriate only

the best and highest to our use.

The union of the body and spirit is vital, and

proper relations are essential to the well-being of

both. The hand cannot say to the foot, "I have no

need of thee," neither can the spirit or body of man

say the same of either. They are interdependent;

and the spirit cannot act through its subordinate

mental processes, unless the body provide a healthy,

clean house ofheart and brain by which it may be

assisted to do itself justice. Therefore, for the future
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andpresent good of the spirit, which is the trueman

whose good we seek to attain, the body should be

properlycared for, though not pampered, and should

be taught and induced to follow in the paths made

productive of these results. All the appetites and

functions of the body should be properly used, but

not abused. When these divisions of our nature are

gratified in the hope of the interior growth of the

manhimself, and not merely to minister to the entire

use of the body, they are sanctified by such intention,

and serve the last use much more perfectly than if

directly intended only for that purpose. The body

is fed and made finer and better, while the spirit

receives new growth and strength to hold itself still

more superior to the clogs ofearth.

There is a very great difference in the results at-

tainedby the proper regulation and allowance of all

thenormalneeds of the body, with reference to their

effectuponthe immortal spirit, whether here or here-

after. If these are made the end and aim of life, the

man orwoman grows sluggish and heavy and gross

innature. If they are made ameans to growth, they

help to throw off this sluggishness and torpidity, and

to vitalize the whole man and render him clear and

logical and far-seeing and spiritual. It is the spirit

that is clear-seeing; and, if we minister to its high-

est needs, we not only induce this desirable condi-

tion of things here, but we clear and purify and

render healthy the temple in which the man, for the

nonce, resides. All material wants should be subor-

dinated to spiritual needs, as the surest and speediest

method of rendering our bodies strong and self-poised

andhealthy and enduring.

LITA BARNEY SAYLES.

AN ETHICAL CLASS IN BIOGRAPHY.

A Visit to Prof. Felix Adler's School in New

York,

The readers of The Index know Prof. Adler's work

as founderand leader of the Society for Ethical Cult-

ure.

His

His direction of the practical philanthropies

connected with that society is marked by a rare

union of enthusiasm and practical sagacity.

Workingmen's School gives technical instruction to

more than two hundred pupils, chiefly of the needy

class. He supervises a society for the relief of the

sick poor, and has organized together a number of

benevolentmenwho intend building improved tene-

ments for the poor at a very low rate of interest.

Inteaching the younger members of his society, his

lessons comprise a series: 1st, of cases of conscience;

2d, biography; 3d, history; 4th, philosophy of life.

A visitor to one of his classes in biography thus

describes its method in the Montreal Star: " We were

shown into a class-room where Prof. Adler sat en-

circled by agroup of about twenty young girls. The

themewas the biography of Margaret Fuller. Every

member of the class had read the life of that remark-

able woman, so as to be prepared for the teacher's

questions . Without hesitation, theyoung misses soon

told the time and place of Margaret Fuller's birth,

her early education by her father, who taught his

little girl at six both Greek and Latin. Her remark-

able precocity, stimulated rather than restrained,

was commented upon; and the injurious effects on

hermentaland bodily health were pointed out. Mar-

garet, after learning all her father could teach, was

sent to a boarding-school. There, her force of mind

and will, together with unusual powers of pleasing

when she chose, had some very singular results,

which a bright little German girl narrated admirably.

"In taking part in amateur theatricals, Margaret

once resorted to rouge to heighten the color of her

pallid cheeks. The improvement in her looks was so

decided that she continued the practice. Of course,

this was more than the lady principal and the

teachers could bear. So much, however, did they

dread Margaret's anger that they could not summon

up courage enough to tell her to desist from the

practice. They resorted to a species of reproof which

produced a much worse scene than a frank rebuke

would have done. One morning, when Margaret

came to breakfast, every girl's cheeks showed a flush-

ing circle of rouge! She ate her breakfast in silence,

andwent to herroom, where, in atempest of passion,

she struck her head violently against the wall, bruis-

ingherselfbadly. More bitterly than the ridicule cast

upon her did she feel the faithlessness of her school-

girl friends. Constant in their professions of admira-

tionand attachment, not onehad spared herhumilia-

tion by disclosing the stratagem of the rouge-pot.

Stung by hate and fury, Margaret for a time sought

revenge by fomenting discord in the school. Pos-

sessed of many confidences, she found her task an

easyone. At last, so serious became the contentions

among the pupils that the principal instituted a

searching inquiry into their cause, and convicted

Margaret of being that cause, and of using falsehood

to aid her mischievous plans. The culprit admitted

her guilt, and passionately sought forgiveness with

ardentpromises of reform. Her mind had received a

lesson in discipline which it needed. She soon was

reinstated as empress, and never again committed an

act unworthy her throne. Her power of fascination

was remarkable: it was not based on attractions of

personal beauty, but on the quickest and warmest

sympathy and profound intelligence. One poor little

girl at school worshipped her idolatrously, constantly

endeavored to serve her, and almost intrusively

sought to be always in her radiant presence. This

Margaret disliked. One day, the timorous little devo-

tee worked herself up to the point of throwing her

arms around Margaret's neck, and sobbing, 'O Mar-

garet, I wish you would love me.' This incident

afforded Prof. Adler an opportunity of pointing out

to his class the danger of being over-impressed by

force of personal or mental endowment. Self-respect

would forbid unreasoning worship, which may have

a sad awakening when attractions wane and defects

of character appear. The instinct by which we look

for leadership, friendship, and love must be carefully

guided in the selection of its objects, or disappoint-

ment and heart-breaking maybe the consequences .

"The class then traced Miss Fuller's public career,

told of the fame which early made her the friend of

Hawthorne, Channing, and Emerson. We learned

how she became the successful principal of a school

at Providence, and then editor for four years of the

Dial, the organ of Transcendentalism and advanced

thought in New England. Miss Fuller's powers as a

conversationalist were then remarked upon. So great

were they that for five sessions she led a conversa-

tional class of the most cultured ladies in Boston,

treating art, mythology, literature, and reform as her

themes.

"The next phase of Miss Fuller's life came home to

the class . It was that which included her connection

with the New York Tribune, when she was an inmate

of Mr. Horace Greeley's household. This passed, the

class spoke of Miss Fuller's visit to Europe, her sym-

pathy with the struggle for liberty in Italy, and her

romantic marriage with Count Ossoli. Little then

remained except to tell Margaret's mournful end .

Withher husband and babe, she perished in the wreck

of the bark which had brought her within sight of

home. The 'Elizabeth' struck a reef on July 19, 1850,

off Fire Island, near New York; and the greatest

womanAmerica has known was no more .

sense.

"In his fine analysis of her character, Prof. Adler

showed the play of impulse as opposed to conscience ,

of waywardness as opposed to judgment and good

He pointed out that, remarkable as Miss

Fuller's natural gifts were, they had only been per-

fected by matchless industry and the tireless pursuit

of ideal aims. She was not satisfied with the con-

sciousness of power. She felt moved to exert it for

the good of her sex and the world."

THE Religio-Philosophical Journal, in an able three-

column editorial on the "Promotion of Psychical Re-

search," says: "The very scant allusions incidentally

made in the editorial columns of the Journal, and by

its editor during his summer travels, concerning a

society or institution for psychical research, have been

widely noticed and treated in a most friendly way

in various non-Spiritualist quarters. A number of

papers have quoted what has been said or published,

and seconded the suggestion. Quite a number of sci-

entific and literary people, together with many pro-

gressivemen in the ministry, have written the editor

or approached him in person upon the subject. The

verygeneral encouragement of the plan is indicative

of the universal interest in the matter involved and

the readiness with which hearty co-operation will be

forthcoming, and powerful allies obtained in quarters
most influential and desirable.... One of the most

thoroughly accomplished and painstaking essayists

and lecturers of New England wrote us, immediately

after seeing Mr. Underwood's article in The Index

of the 9th inst., as follows: 'I do not, as you doubt-

less know, have much confidence in the Spiritualist

hypothesis as one likely to be of service in explain-

ing the various phenomena which it is sought to

explain by it, but I am glad to see it tested rever-

entlyby every sincere person to whom it does com-

mend itself. And permit me to say in simple frank-

ness that I know of no one else who is working in

that direction with spirit and method so commend-

able and so interesting as your own. I am glad to

see you favor the establishment in this country of a

Society for Psychical Research, like the English so-

ciety. I should heartily welcome such a society as

that, and I sincerely wish that Stanley Hall andsome

other of our psychologists would take to it. " The

editor of the Journal, with confidence in the truth of

Spiritualism, but with adesire to have its claims fairly

tested, adds: "Very many representative Spiritual-

ists, as well as people of wealth and prominence who,

while believing in Spiritualism, have refrained from

identifying themselves publicly with it, together with

the body of acute, critical, and fearless Spiritualists

and investigators constituting the bulk of the Jour-

nal's constituency, deeply feel the need of more thor-

ough scientific effort and the imminent importance

of constructive work, which, thoroughly grounded

upon a scientific basis, shall steadily lead onward and

upward, dealing more and more with the higher

aspects of Spiritualism. It will be seen that in the

movement for a psychical research institution there is

a community of interests among those who, while

widely differing in many respects, are all equally

anxious and ready to find the truth. The benefit of

an institution for psychical research will be realized

as much by those already Spiritualists as by the

world at large. Indeed, the intelligent Spiritualist

will say that Spiritualism as a distinctive movement

will be the greatest gainer."

THE Radical Review, agreeing with The Index as to

the action which honesty and consistency demanded

of the National Liberal League at its late Congress,

says: "The reaffirmation of these Nine Demands was

good enough so far as it went, as all Liberals sub-

scribe to them; but this was not sufficient to effect

the unification of the two great factions among the

Liberals of this country. On several previous occa-

sions, the National Liberal League had pledged itself

in favor of the total repeal of the national law for the

suppression of obscene literature,-not because it in

any wise countenanced obscenity, but because the

law had been perverted into a weapon against the

liberty of the press by that religious fanatic, Anthony

Comstock. The more conservative Liberals, while

they condemned the ecclesiastical assaults on the free

press of this country as strongly as any one, were yet

unwilling to join in the popular demand among their

fellow-thinkers for the total repeal of the national

obscenity law. Instead, they demanded its modifica-

tion in such manner that it might not againbecome a

menace to the liberty of the press. With the watch-

word 'Modification' on their banner, they seceded

from the body of the Liberals whose watchword was

'Repeal.' Instead of pursuing their common cause,

the Liberals wasted much time and energy in fight-

ing each other. To put an end to this and bring

about a reconciliation of the hostile factions was one

of the objects of the Cassadaga Lake Convention.

The reaffirmation of the Nine Demands of Liberalism

was a step in that direction, but it was not large

enough. If reconciliation was indeed desired, the

Convention ought to have done what was really re-

quired to effect this end. It ought to have rescinded

the action of the League pledging it to the policy of

repealing the national obscenity law. This would

not have meant that the 'repeal' policy is in itself

false, but simply that it is not proper to the National

Liberal League policy, instead of passing the whole

matter over in silence. Thatwould have been honest;

that would indeed have lifted the Liberal League

'into the realm of universal principles' ; and that

would have secured the co-operation of all Liberals

in the great work before them."

THE PUNISHMENT OF ATHEISTS.-The EdinburghEn-

cyclopædia, conducted by David Brewster, LL.D., says

that, "when the denial of a God is openly avowed, we

believe the most suitable punishment would be to

devote the offender, as a dangerous maniac, to soli-

tary confinement." This leads the Ottawa, Ont. ,

Free Pressto say: "That the views of an atheist can

be reforined by incarcerating him within four ugly
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wallsmade by man, and shutting out the contempla-

tion of the greater manifestations by the Supreme

Power lying in the world beyond and the universe

throughout, before which even the inquiring spirit of

Thomas Paine fell down in worshipful awe, is a dec-

laration open to serious questioning. The suggestion

of civil punishment for alleged errors in what are

matters largely of speculative thought is a modern

survival of the hell-born bigotry and cruelty which

incited a Claverhouse to sodden the moors and glens

of Scotland with the blood of noble Covenanters,

which made the European kings and authorities of

the Middle Ages anticipate as holidays the auto-da-fé

uponwhose flames the noble spirits of Catholic and

Protestant martyrs soared to heaven, and which in

the gloomy vaults of the inquisition trained Torque-

mada's ear to recognize in the shrieks of the poor

wretches on the rack the most melodious of Te

Deums. With us in these modern times, that recog-

nition of civil and religious liberty in the fullest un-

derstanding, which underlies the exercise of true

political liberalism, is a trust too sacred to be lightly

regarded."

BOOK NOTICES .

AN APPEAL TO CESAR. By Albion W. Tourgee.

New York: Fords, Howard & Hulbert. 1884. pp .

422. Price (until November 15) $1.00.

This is a stirring and vigorous showing of the dan-

gers apprehended in view of the present aspect of

political affairs in the South, resulting from the en-

franchisement of the slaves, the constant increase in

the numbers of the colored race, and the antago-

nism of the whites to any political recognition of

their equality. Among these dangers, Judge Tourgee

thinks a war of races imminent. He says that "these

masses of population, which nature and a wonderful

sequence of events have arrayed against each other in

seemingly unavoidable antagonism, are likely to be

precipitated into a conflict which, for savage horror,

would have no parallel in history, by the folly and

inconsiderate prejudice of vast bodies of the ignorant

and reckless of both races." One of the chief factors

in developing such a state of affairs he considers to

be "the prevailing illiteracy of the Southern people

of both races"; and the only preventive of such col-

lision is in the encouragement and enforcement of

education in the South by government interference

and national provision. The "Cæsar" to whom the

author appeals is "The American People," whom he

wishes, by their votes, so to influence the national

government as to cause this remedy to be speedily

applied. He argues the case strongly and feelingly,

and supports his arguments step by step by tabulated

and unimpeachable statistics on every mooted point.

The fact that this book is issued in the midst of a

Presidential campaign, and that the author is an

ardent believer in the efficacy of one special political

party to undertake and carry out his scheme of free

education for the South, making the "Appeal" in a

measure a campaign document, will have some effect

to lessen the influence of its statements as to the im-

pending peril .

UNITARIAN CHURCH DIRECTORY AND MISSIONARY

HANDBOOK . 1884-1885. New York: Thomas R.

Knox & Co.

This little publication is something new among the

Unitarians. Its editors are Russell N. Bellows , of

New York, andAlbert Walkley, of Keene, N.H. Mr.

Bellows (son of Dr. Bellows) is the secretary of the

National Unitarian Conference. Yet the handbook

is aprivate enterprise on the part of the editors and

publishers. The preface says, " Frequent inquiries

for facts and figures, showing in compact compass the

history, aims, beliefs, hopes, and present actual con-

dition of the Unitarian Church in the United States ,

suggested to the editors the preparation of this little

Directory and Missionary Handbook." Its lists of

ministers and societies are the same as those in the

"Year-Book," as now issued by the Unitarian Asso-

ciation, but they are arranged in more convenient

form; and, on other points, the information given is

much more complete. The little work is edited in a

broad and liberal spirit. Theodore Parker is gener-

ouslymentioned among the leaders who have brought

the Unitarian movement to its present position, and

even The Index is named among publications repre-

senting the movement ! The latter can be a true

classification only on the basis of a very broad defi-

nition of the Unitarian movement,-broader than any

Unitarian organization has ever made. The hand-

book can be obtained through The Index office.

TEXT AND VERSE FOR EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR.

Scripture Passages and Parallel Selections from the

writings of J. G. Whittier. Arranged by Gertrude

W. Cartland. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co.

Price 75 cents.

Considerable ingenuity is displayed by the compiler

of this pretty little volume in making the poet Whit-

tier seem an unconscious paraphraser of Scriptural

texts. Still, in spite ofMiss Cartland's evident pains-

taking study and research, in many cases the paral-

lelism between the text and verse is far-fetched and

doubtful. It makes, however, a pleasant variation

from the common devotional year-books, which are

wholly Scriptural.

OVER THE SUMMER SEA, By John Harrison and Mar-

garet Compton. New York: John W. Lovell & Co.

Price 20 cents.

We have here a pleasantly told story,cleverly done

into verse, of the experiences, love affairs, and comi-

cal happenings occuring to a party of tourists on a

steamer voyage between New York and Liverpool.

It will serve very well to while away a leisure hour

onjustsuch a trip as that described.

THE Century for November begins the series of

papers on the Civil War by Gens. Grant, McClel-

lan, Rosecrans, and others in high rank. "The Battle

of Bull Run" is contributed by Gen. Beauregard,

who adds to his description a postscript on the conse-

quent conduct of the war and his own relations with

Jefferson Davis. The first part of the "Recollections

of a Private" begins with the enlistment of the sol-

dier, andcontinues the description of his life, includ-

ing Bull Run, thus supplementing Gen. Beauregard.

The frontispiece is one of Elihu Vedder's illustrations

of the Rubaiyát of Omar Khayyam, the Persian poet,

five others of which are reproduced, with text by

Horace E. Scudder. "The Chinese Theatre," by

Henry B. McDowell, is an interesting paper. "The

Sculptors of the Renaissance" is by Kenyon Cox.

Joel Chandler Harris tells a new story of ante-bellum

days in the South, entitled "Free Joe and the Rest of

the World." A story of Colorado, by Mr. T. A. Jan-

vier, is entitled "The Lost Mine." The fiction com-

prises "A Tale of Negative Gravity," by Frank R.

Stockton, and the beginning of a new novel, by Mr.

W. D. Howells, dealing with the life of an American

business man, andcalled "The Rise of Silas Lapham."

Col. Waring contributes the first of two papers on

"The Principles and Practice of House-drainage."

Mrs. James T. Fields recounts "An Acquaintance

with Charles Reade," with hitherto unpublished let-

ters. Bishop Potter discusses "A Phase of Social

Science," and George Ticknor Curtis makes some

suggestions as to "How shall we elect our Presi-

dents?" " Topics of the Time," "Open Letters," and

"Bric-à-Brac" are all readable. [For sale by Cupples

&Upham.]

THE Freidenker Almanach for 1885 opens with a cal-

endar giving not only the usual astronomical infor-

mation, but an elaborate list of chronological eras

and a vast amount of biographical and historical

dates. The Jewish, Moslem, ancient Egyptian, and

Greek Catholic calendars are also printed at some

length, but not the Positivist or that of the first

French Republic. There are about a hundred pages

ofreadingmatter, among the most interesting articles

being the poem of lofty tone, "Suchst du das Gött-

liche ?" the chapter of autobiography entitled "Would

it not be better to leave People in the Old Faith ?" by

Edward Schröter, a noted speaker in the Free Con-

gregations, or Freie Gemeinde, and an argument for

the abolition of the Presidency in nominating Blaine,

for which office the Republicanparty is charged with

having shown itself morally bankrupt. The maxims

and other brief quotations also make this Almanac

extremely valuable as a means not only of learning

German,but of spreading advanced ideas. It may be

obtained for twenty-five cents of the Freidenker Pub-

lishing Company, Milwaukee.

HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & Co. make the annual cata-

logue of their publications a very desirable addi-

tion to any library by the large collection of excellent

portraits given of the many well-known writers whose

works they publish. Several new portraits are added

to their latest catalogue just received at this office in

addition to those given in previous numbers, among

them those of Louis Agassiz, Alice and Phœbe Cary,

Joseph Cook, James T. Fields, John Fiske, Celia

Thaxter, Sara O. Jewett, Lucy Larcom, James Par-

ton, Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, Thoreau, E. P. Whip-

ple, and others. Small as these engraved portraits

necessarily are, they are all excellent likenesses and

finely finished.

NATUREAND MAN.

"Asinteresting as a fairy tale."

" Skilfully popularizing Science."

THE REIGN OF LAW.

By the Duke of Argyll, with 4 illustrations by Wolfe.

Crown 8vo, cloth, Long Primer type, leaded. Price

$1.25. Price of the cheapest competing edition, $2.00.

"As interesting as a fairy tale."-The Illustrated Times .

"Avery able book, well adapted to meet the spirit of

inquiry which is abroad, and expresses many deep and

suggestive truths."-London Times.

"The volume is full of vigorous thinking and most suc-

cessfullymediates between science and theology."-British

Quarterly Review.

THE UNITY OF NATURE.

By the Duke of Argyll. Crown 8vo, cloth, Long Primer

type, leaded. Price $1.25. Price of the cheapest com-

peting edition, $2.50.

"The author of the Reign of Law has in this treatise ...

shown a steady and penetrating power ofthought, a depth,

an acuteness, a mastery alike of natural science and the

main principles of mental and moral science, such as in

their combination few living men, if any, could have

shown."-London Quarterly Review.

"Admirably clear and comprehensive."-London Spec-

tator.

"Agrand treatise on Natural Theology and the Philoso-

phyof Man."-The Literary World.

PRIMEVAL MAN.

By the Duke of Argyll. Crown 8vo, cloth. Price 60 cts .

Price of the cheapest competing edition, $1.50.

"Deserves to be carefully read by all who would keep

abreast of the leading tendencies of the time."--The Liv-

ing Church .

"The book is worthy a place in every library, as skilfully

popularizing science."-London Nonconformist.

THE DUKE OF ARGYLL'S WORKS.

The three works mentioned above bound in one volume .

Crown 8vo, extra cloth, bevelled boards, gilt top, $2.00 .

Though printed and bound in the best style, my

price for this volume is ONLY ONE-THIRD the price

of the cheapest edition heretofore obtainable.

Sent postpaid on receipt of price. No discounts

from these prices. Send direct to the publisher.

Books may be returned and money will be refunded,

if not satisfactory.

O. H. BOIES, Publisher,

393 Pearl Street, New York City.

LECTURES

ON LEADING REPRESENTATIVE MEN OF OUR TIME,

EMERSON,

HUXLEY,

INCLUDING

CARLYLE,

TYNDALL.

Also, upon the early Growth and the History of Culture;

Evolution of the Arts : Origin of Mythology; The Survivals

in our Present Civilization ; The Aspects and Promis e of

the Time, etc., will be given where desired this season by

the undersigned.

Address

October 20.

CHARLES D. B. MILLS,

SYRACUSE, Ν.Υ.

The American Lesson

OF THE

Free Trade Struggle in England.

By M. M. TRUMBULL.

300 pages. Price, paper, 35 cents ; common cloth, 50 cents ;

fine cloth, 75 cents.

PRESS NOTICES:

"There is no other teaching of Free Trade by example at

all to be compared with it.... It is as interesting as a ro-

mance."-Chicago Times .

"The author does not deal with statistics, but relates the

story of the contest in such a pleasing manner that it

reads like an enchanted tale."-Omaha Herald.

Address all orders to

THE RADICAL REVIEW,

412 NORTH AVENUE,

CHICAGO, ILL.
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Wolfe.

Price

2.00.
ADAMS (R. C.). Evoluti n. ASummary

of Evidence $0.25

ritof
ADLER (FELIX). CreedandDeed

1.00

Natural History. Iilus ...

AGASSIZ (LOUIS). Methods of Study in
1.50

500-
Geological Sketches. First Series..

1.50

ritish

AJourney in Brazil. Illus.....

Geological Sketches. Second Series....
1.50

5.00

among

Cary,

Celia

Par

Whip.

rtraits

es and

Sent by Mail Postpaid at

PUBLISHERS ' PRICES .

N.

."

and

DEFOE (DANIEL). Robinson Crusoe .... 1.00 HUXLEY(T. H.). Man's Place inNature, 1.25

DICKENS (CHARLES). Complete Works.

14 vols .. 10.50

POPULAR BOOKS

On the Origin of Species.... 1.00

Lay Sermons. Addresses, andReviews... 1.75

More Criticism on Darwin and Adminis-

DRAPER(DR. J. W.). History ofthe Con-

flictbetweenReligion and Science..... 1.75

trative Nihilism......

CritiquesandAddresses

50
1.50

The Intellectual Development of Eu-
American Addresses 1.25

rope. 2 vols... 3.00
Science and Culture. 1.50

Scientific Memoirs 3.00

INGERSOLL (R. G.) The Gods, and

EMERSON (R. W.). Essays. First Series, 1.50
therLectures 1.25

Essays . Second Series... 1.50
The Ghosts, and Other Lectures 1.25

Miscellantes ..... 1.50
The Mist-kes of Moses 1.25

Representative Men.. 1.50
Whatmust wedo to be saved?.. .25

English Traits .. 1.50

Conduct of Life.

Poems

ANY BOOK in the subjoined List, or any

other OBTAINABLE BOOK, that may be de-

sired,willbe forwarded as promptlyas possible,
on receipt of orders accompanied with the cash.

SPECIAL RATES will be madewith persons
or libraries desiring any large numberof books.

Orders are respectfully solicited from all friends

of THE INDEX.

MayDay, and Other Pieces.

Societyand Solitude.

Letters and Social Aims .

ENNIS(JACOB). The Origin of theStars,
and the Causes of their Motions and

theirLight

1.50 JAMES (HENRY, JR.). The Portrait of a

1.50 Lady

1.50 JESUS: HIS OPINIONS AND CHARAC-

150 TER. The New Testament Studies of

aLayman....
1.50

2.00

FISKE(JOHN). Myths andMythmakers, 2.00
Outlines of Cosmic Philosophy......

The Unseen World, andOtherEssays ... 2.00

FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHIP IN RE-

LIGION. AVolume of Ten Essays,by

D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow,

Samuel Johnson, John Weiss, OО. В.

Frothingham, W. J. Potter, F. E.
Abbot, J. W. Chadwick, T. W. Higgin-

son, and Mrs. E. D. Cheney, and ad-

dresses by Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

RobertDale Owen,andothers...

FROTHINGHAM (O. B.). History of

Transcendentalism in New England.

With Portrait of the Author.........

The Religion of Humanity

The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of

6.00

1.50

JEVONS (W. S.). Moneyand theMechan-

ism of Exchange..

JOHNSON (OLIVER) . Wm. Lloyd Garri-

son andhis Times. With Portraitand

Introduction by J. G. Whittier

JOHNSON (SAMUEL). Oriental Relig-

ions, and their Relation to Universal

Religion:

India

China

LANGE (F. A.). History of Materialism.

3vols...

LECKY (W. E. H.). History of the Rise

and Influence of the Spirit ofRation-

alism in Europe. 2 vols.....

History ofEuropeanMorals fromAugus-

tus to Charlemagne. 2 vols........

2.50 LEWES (G. H.). Biographical History of

2.00

1.50

1.75

POPE'S Essay onMan

PRATT(WM. , M.D.). A Physician's Ser-

mon toYoung Men..

PROCTOR (R. A.) . Other Worlds than

Ours: The Plurality of Worlds studied

under the Light of Recent scientific

Researches . Illus .......

Light Science for Leisure Hours. ASe-

ries of Familiar Essays on Scientific

Subjects ...

.50

.25

2.50

1.75

The Moon: Her Motions . Aspect, Scen-

ery,andPhysical Conditions. Illus.. 3.50
The Expanse of Heaven. A Series of

Essays ontheWonders of the Firma-

ment

OurPlace among Infinities. ASeries of

Essays contrasting our LittleAbode

inSpaceandTimewith the Infinities

around us . To which are added

Essays on the Jewish Sabbath and
Astrology.

2.00

4.00 ROMANES (G. J.). Animal Intelligence.. 1.75

Beliefs aboutMan

1.75

QUATREFAGES (A. de). The Natural

2.00
History ofMan..... 1.00

TheHuman Species 2.00

5.00

RAPHALL (MORRIS J.). History of the

Jews from 420 B. C. E. to the year 70

C.E. 2 vols...
4.00

10.50

5.00 RIBOT (T. H.). Heredity: APsychologi-

cal Study on its Phenomena, its Laws,

its Causes, and its Consequences.....

English Psychology..

Diseases of Memory.

2.00

1.50

1.50

3.00

The Scientific Evidences ofOrganicEvo-
lution

.50

SAVAGE (M. J.). BeliefinGod.
1.00

1.50

ALGER(W. R.). ACritical History of the

Primitive Christianity 1.75

Doctrine of a Future Life.......
3.50

Child's Book of Religion. For Sunday-

Philosophy. 2 vols......
Physiology of Common Life. 2 vols.....

The Story of Goethe's Life..

Problems of Life and Mind.

4.00
Morals of Evolution

1.00

3.00 1.00

1.50
Talks about Jesus

1.00

First Se-
schools andHomes 1.00

ries. 2 vols.... 6.00
ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN-

MENTS ..
1.50

Stories from the Lips of the Teacher....

Stories of the Patriarchs

Beliefs about the Bible..

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her

1.00

1.00
The Physical Basis of Mind. Second

Riddles
1.00

1.00
Series... 300

Bluffton . A Story of To-day
1.00

imer

com

....

ARNOLD (EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama.

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

Beliefs of the Unbelievers. .25

Spirit of the New Faith .. 1.00
The Study of Psychology, its Object,

Scope, and Method... 2.00

SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory

The Safest Creed 1.00 ofDescent and Darwinism. Illus ...... 1.50

Knowledge and Faith

1.00
Life of Gerrit Smith

1.00 LONGFELLOW'S PoeticalWorks. 2 vols. 7.00 SCHROEDER (DR. KARL) . AManual of

2.00 LUBBOCK (SIR JOHN) . Origin of Civili-
Creedand Conduct 1.00

ptt,
ARNOLD (MATTHEW). Essays in Criti-

The Rising and the Setting Faith 1.00

the
cism..

200

zation, and the Primitive Condition of

Man
Visions of the Future

8.00
1.00

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated from theGerman. Illus... 3.50

Godandthe Bible 1.50
Life of Theodore Parker.. 2.00

sin

Literature andDogma
1.50

George Ripley.... 1.25
nave

BAIN (ALEXANDER) Mental Science:

ACompendium of Psychology andHis-

Pre-historic Times, as illustrated by An-

cient Remains, and the Mannersand

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus .. 5.00

FULLER (MARGARET) . Women in the

tory ofPhilosophy 1.50
Nineteenth Century. 1.50

Lite without and Life within . 150

TheEmotions and the Will.. 500

050- Moral Science: ACompendium ofEthics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

At Home andAbroad.

1.50
1.50

Relations .. 1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS). Hereditary Genius

English Men of Science..

2.00

1.00

TheSenses and the Intellect 5.00 Inquiries into Human Faculty and its

Life. 2 vols.....

ts.

ep

BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of

The Beginnings of Life; or, The Modes

ofOriginofLowerOrganisms. 2vols.
Evolutionand the OriginofLife

BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous-

Development... 300

5.00

5.00

2.00

1.50
negs

Eating and Drinking
75

Stimulants and Narcotics.

Our Home Physician: A Popular Guide

to theArt of Preserving Health and

TreatingDisease..
6.00

BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. ANovel of New York.. 1.50

The Secret of GoodMemory

The Secret of aClear Head....

Common Mind Troubles ..
BLAINE'S (JAMES G.) Eulogy on James

Howtomake the Best of Life .

D.
A. Garfield. With Portrait . .50

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-

calWorks. Illustrated 2.50

ل
BUCKLE'S (H. T.) History of Civilization

inEngland... 4.00

Essays, withaBiography of the author.. 1.00

BUECHNER'S Force and Matter 3.25

BURNS (ROBERT). Complete Works.... 1.00

CARLETON (WILL) . Farm Festivals. .... 1.00

Illus ..... 2.00

Farm Legends. Illus...
2.00 HALLOWELL (R. P.). The Quaker Inva-

Farm Ballads. Illus .... 2.00
sion of Massachusetts. 1.25

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits and Maps. 6vols .. 7.50

French Revolution. 2 vols . 2.50

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols .... 2.50

Critical andMiscellaneous Essays. With

Portrait. 2 vols ..... 3.50

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With

Portraits. 2vols ...

1.50

4.00

CHADWICK (J. W.). The Bible of To-day, 1.50

The Faith ofReason 1.00

HAWLEY (F. B.) Capital and Popula-

tion: A Study of the EconomicEffects

of their Relations to each other...... 150

TheManJesus. 1.00

CHANEY(G. L.). F. Grant&Co.; or, Part-

nerships . A Story for the Boys who

mean Business...

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

Scarlet Letter.

TheHouse of the Seven Gables.........

1.25

Tom. AHome Story.

CHILD (LYDIA MARIA). Aspirations of

theWorld: AChain of Opals.........

Looking toward Sunset......

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

Appendixby Wendell Phillips . With

Portrait..

GARRISON (WM. LLOYD). Tributes to

at his Funeral. With Heliotype of

BustbyAnne Whitney..

GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-
erty

GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6vols .

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-

lessness ....

GRAY (ASA) . Darwiniana: Essays and

Reviews pertaining to Darwinism

.75

1.00

12.00

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

2.00

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2 vols. 4.00

HAECKEL (ERNST). The History of

Creation; or, The Development of the

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes. Illus. 2 vols. 5.00

The Evolution of Man. 2 vols.......

Freedom in Science and Teaching

5.00

5.00

HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy..... 2.00

HAMMOND (DR. W. A.). A Treatise on

Diseases of the Nervous System ....

HARDY(ARTHUR S.) . But yetaWoman 1.25

HARRIS(J. C.). UncleRemus: His Songs

and Sayings. The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus....

1.25 HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-

1.25

2.50

ative First Cause

Freedom of theWill

HELMHOLTZ (H.) . Popular Lectures on

Scientific Subjects. Withan Introduc

tion by Prof. Tyndall..........

Second Series ..

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus..

1.25

1.25

.75

2.00

2.00

1.50

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus ..

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK (W. H.). Is LifeWorthLiving? 1.25

Social Equality....

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.
12 vols

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Body and Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

encetoMental Disorders

1.00

15.00

1.50

2.00Physiology of Mind.....

BodyandWill: Being anEssay concern-

ing Will in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical, and PathologicalAspects .... 2.50

MEAD (EDWIN D ). Philosophy of Car-

lyle....

MEYER (PROF. GEO. Η VON). The

Organs of Speech and their Apulica-

tion in the Formation of Articulate

Sounds .

MILL (JOHN STUART). The Positive

Philosophy of Auguste Comte...

Political Economy

The Subjection of Women; Essay on
Liberty,-both inonevol.

Representative Government....

ThreeEssays on Religion....

MILLS (C. D. B.). Gems of the Orient....
Buddhaand Buddhism ..

MUELLER (F. MAX).

Science ofLanguage

Chips from aGermanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, and Customs. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, and An-

tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology. Mythology. etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol ., $2.00;

theset

Lectures on the Science of Religion :

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or
Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustrated by the Relig-

ions of India

OORT(DR. H.) and HOOYKAAS (DR. I.) .

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study of theBible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges ....

Vol. II. Kings and Prophets

Vol. III . New Testament.....

4.00 OSWALD (FELIX L., M.D.). Physical
Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature.....

1.50

1.50

CLARK (EDW. H., M.D.). Sex in Educa-

tlon 1.25

The Building of aBrain 1.25

CLODD (E. ). The Childhoods of Religions.

A simple account of the Birth and

Growth of Myths and Legends ...

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment....

Young Folks' History of the United
States 1.50

1.25
Margaret Fuller Ossoli.

COBBE(FRANCES POWER). TheDuties
ingPlace ...of Women........ Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M.D.). The SacredAnthology, 200

TheEarthward Pilgrimage.......

Idolsand Ideals .

1.75

1.50
Demonology and Devil Lore. 2 vols ..... 7.00

Emerson at Home andAbroad..

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture, and

OtherEssays...

The New Chemistry...

1.50

2.00

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dweil-

TheMystery ofPain

Physiology for Practical Use ..

HOLLAND (F. M.) Reign of the Stoics..
Stories from Robert Browning

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing... Paper, 35cts.; cloth,

1.00 HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The
Autocrat of the Breakfast Table.......

The Professor at the Breakfast Table....

The Poet at the Breakfast Table....

Poems....

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE) . Illus-

tratedEdition. Complete in 16vols... 20.00

DANA (R. H. ). Two Years before the Mast, 1.50

DARWIN(CHARLES). OriginofSpecies, 2.00
Descent of Man.....

Journal of Researches .

Emotional Expression....
Animals and Plants under Domestica-

3.00

2.00

Ralph Waldo Emerson

ElsieVenner

HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-
moirandPortrait. 2 vols..

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.). The Lady of the

Aroostook

5.00

2.00

The Undiscovered Country..

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a
Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols.......

1.25

1.75
1.00

2.25

1.25
1.50

.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

2.00

1.25

2.00

3.50

1.50

1.50

10.00

2.00

SCOTT'S Complete Poetical Works. Illus. 8.00

SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols ........... 15.00

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

Memoir and Portrait. 2 vols...

STEWART (S. J.). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatit is and howitGrew..

STICKNEY (ALBERT). ATrue Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of "Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days
Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful
illustrations

5.00

STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

townFolks. ANew England Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-
land Story

2.50 STRAUSS (D. F.) . The Old Faith and the

New.

2.00

2.00

2.00

1.00

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

ofthe Christian Religion andthe Sig-
nificance of its RiseandDecline..... 1.00

PAINE ( THOMAS). Age of Reason.......
Complete Works ...

PARKER (THEODORE), Lessons from
the World of Matter and the World of

Mind

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

oweto each other..

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-

fiveYears ..

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50
TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

Motion

2.50
Fragments of Science.

2.50
Light andElectricity.

1.25Lessons in Electricity.
1.00

Hours of Exercise in the Alps .
2.00.50

BelfastAddress ..

.50

ures

1.00

7.00

UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

1.50 UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free
Thought1.00

VOGEL( A. ) . A Practical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ...........

1.75
Prayersby Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of

Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools andFamilies. .75 VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

theReligion and Philosophy of Eman-

uel Swedenborg

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.

With Portraits. 2 vols ..

Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

traits. 3 vols..

1.25

4.00

WALKER (PROF. F. A. ). Wages

Money......

Money. Trade, and Industry.

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6

vols. Illus ...

2.00 WEEDEN (W. B.) . Morality of Prohibi-

6.00
torv Liquor Laws

The Social Law of Labor.

FamousAmericansof Recent Timestra 2.00 WEISS (JOHN). Life andCorrespondenceLife of Portraits. Iliustra-

tions. 2 vols...

1.50 PHELPS ( ELIZABETH STUART) . The
GatesAjar ......

Beyond the Gates.

6.00

1.50

1.50

1.25

tion. 2 vols ...

Insectivorous Plants

Climbing Plants

Orchids fertilizedby Insects 1.75
3.00 DoctorZayFertilization in the Vegetable Kingdom.

2.00Forms of Flowers ... Travels and Researches .75 PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newly engraved Likenesses ofSumner.

2vols...

of Theodore Parker

American Religion

The Immortal Life

Wit. Humor, and Shakespeare

WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and
Growth of Language

4.50

3.50

4.00

1.50

10.00

1.25

1.50

4.00

1.50

1.50

2.00

1.50

Vegetable Mould, etc.

PowerofMovement in Plants.
2.00

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-
1.50traits..

1.50

Complete set, 13 vols ... 25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays
1.50 6.00

1.50

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works, with Portrait 2.00

WILSON (HENRY). Rise andFall of the

Slave PowerinAmerica. 3 vols....... 9.00

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley .

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs.

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

.50
Chemistry

.50
Physics

8.00 Physical Geography .
.50

.50
Geology

Physiology
.50

.50
Astronomy.

.50
Botany

.50
Logic...

Inventional Geometry
.50

Plano-fortePlaying
.50

Political Economy.
.50

Natural Resources of the United States. .50
.50

3.50

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

1.00
of Women..

3.00
SMITH'S Ancient History, from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fall of the Western

Empire. Illus. 3 vols....
6.00

1.75 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00

Principles of Biology. 2 vols..
4.00

1.50
Principles of Psychology. 2 vols ......

4.00
2.50

Principles of Sociology. 2 vols.....
4.00Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00

2.50
Universal Progress.

200

1.50 Essays. Moral, Political, Esthetic...
2.00

250
Social Statics..

2.00Data of Ethics

1.25Study of Sociology .
1.501.25

Education

1.25Lectures on the

2.00
ries of Modern Physics...

STALLO(J. B). The Concepts andTheo-

1.75

.25
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"

Sawing Made Easy. THE RISING SUN
MONARCH LIGHTNING SAWING MACHINE

SENT ON

30 DAYS'

" IS A PAPER FOR

Thinkers and

Utilitarians. Nothing like it. Specimen free.

RISING SUN, Box 183, Kalamazoo, Mich.

2,000

WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS
The 32d School Year of this Family and

Day School for Boys and Girls will begin

Sept. 17. 1884. For catalogue address

NATH'L T. ALLEN, WestNewton, Mass.

TEST TRIAL. PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF J. HART & CO.,

For logging camps, wood-yards, farmers getting out
stovewood, and all sorts oflog-cutting-it isunrivaled,

Thousands rold yearly , Aboy of 16 can saw logs fastand
easy. Immense saving of labor andmoney. Writo
for elegantly illustrated catalogue in 6 brilliant colors,
alsobrilliantly illuminated poster in 5 colors. All free.

Agents Wanted. Big money made quickly.

MONARCHMF'GCO., (A)206 State St. , Chicago, IL

Y ALL ODDS

THEBEST EQUIPPED
RAILROAD IN THE WORLD.

Let it be forever remembered that the

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-

called"Twelve Great Pictures of the World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI ;

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa .

هو

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO; Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-
Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; As- land, and other points inEurope. Agency
sumption of the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans- for the American Line of Steamers.

figuration, RAPHAEL ; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL; HolyNight, CORREGGIO; Aurora,
GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS ; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of en

any one or more at 20 ctr

loguewhendesired). AdCornellUnivLib

31374W

455 Jackson Stree waukee,Wis.

Chicago & North-Western Robert G. Ingersoll's Writings.
RAILWAY

is the best and shortest route to and from

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha) , and

that it is preferred by all well-posted trav-

ellers whenpassing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

It also operates the best route and the short

line between

Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapolis.

Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison,

Fort Howard (Green Bay), Wis., Winona,

Owatonna, Mankato, Minn. , Cedar Rapids,

Des Moines, Webster City, Algona, Clinton,

Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin, Rock-

ford, Ill . , are among its eight hundred local

stations on its lines.

Among a few of the numerous points of

superiority enjoyed by the patrons of this

road are its Day Coaches,which are the

finest that human art and ingenuity can

create; its Palatial Sleeping Cars,
which are models of comfort and elegance;

its Palace Drawing Room Cars ,

which are unsurpassed by any; and its

widely celebrated

NORTH -WESTERN DINING CARS,

the like of which are not run by any other

road anywhere. In short, it is asserted that

it is the best equipped road in the

world.

All points of interest North, North-west,

and West of Chicago, business centres,

summer resorts, and noted hunting and

fishing grounds, are accessible by the vari-

ous branches of this road.

It owns and controls over five thousand

miles of road, and has over four hundred

passenger conductors constantly caring for

its millions of patrons.

Ask your ticket agent for tickets via this

route, andtake none other. All leading

ticket agents sell them. It costs no more to
travel on this route that gives first-class ac-

commodations than it does to go by the

poorly equipped roads.

Formaps,descriptive circulars, and sum-

mer resort papers, or other information not

obtainable at your local ticket office, write

tothe

GEN'L PASS . AGENT, C. & N.-W. RY

CHICAGO, ILL.

Travels in Faith from

Tradition to Reason.

By ROBERT C. ADAMS .

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.

THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT :

Its Philosophical Basis ; Its Gen-

eral Aims ; Its Relation to Chris-

tianity, Unitarianism, and Free

Religion.

THREE ADDRESSES BEFORE THE FREE RE-
LIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, BOSTON, MAY 30,

by Messrs. W. M. SALTER, W. L.

SHELDON, and S. B. WESTON.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price 15cents.

Only authorized editions .

Vol. I.-THE GODS, and Other

Lectures. Contents: "The Gods,"

"Humboldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individ-

uality," "Heretics and Heresies." 12mo,

253 pages. Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. II.-THE GHOSTS, and Other

Lectures. Contents : "The Ghosts,"

"The Liberty of Man, Woman, and

Child," "The Declaration of Independ-
ence," "About Farming in Illinois,"

"The Grant Banquet Toast," "The Past

rises before me like a Dream," " Tribute

to Rev. Alexander Clark," " Tribute to

Ebon C. Ingersoll." 12mo, 243 pages.
Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents .

Vol. III.-SOME MISTAKES OF

MOSES. 12mo, 278 pages. Cloth, $1.25 ;

paper, 50 cents.

Vol . IV.-INGERSOLL ON TAL-

MAGIAN THEOLOGY. (New.)

443 pages. Cloth , gilt top, $2.00; plain

cloth,$1.25;paper50 cents.

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE
SAVED ? 89 pages, 12mo. Paper, 25
cents.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. A

series of articles on the Christian Relig.

ion,byCol. ROBERTG. INGERSOLL, Judge
JEREMIAH S. BLACK, and Prof. GEORGE

P. FISHER. The only complete and au-

thorized edition. One volume, 8vo, 143

pages. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents.

VINDICATION OF THOMAS

PAINE, from the attacks of the

New York Observer. By ROBERT G.

INGERSOLL. Paper, 25 cents.

Just Published :

Ingersoll's Lectures Complete.
Inone superb volume,1306 pages, octavo,

half calf, gilt, mottled edges. Price, post

paid, $5.00.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL
RIGHTS MASS MEETING, held

at Lincoln Hall, Washington, D.C.. Octo-

ber 22, 1883. Containing the speeches of
Hon. FREDERICK DOUGLASS and Col.

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Large size, oc-

tavo. Paper, price 15 cents.

PROSE - POEMS AND SELEC-

P

Modern Thinkers,

ncipally upon Social Science.

rof. VAN BUREN DENSLOW, LL.D.

FthIntroduction byROBERTG. INGER-
SOLL. Including critical analyses of

Swedenborg as a Seer, of Adam Smith

as an Economist, of Jeremy Bentham as

a Law Reformer, of Thomas Paine and

Junius as Political Revolutionists, of

Charles Fourier as a Socialist , of Her-

bert Spencer and Ernst Haeckel as Evo-

lutionists, and of Auguste Comte as a

Positivist, with an Essay on Wealth in

its Relations to ChristianEthics .

The Fifth Edition has just been issued

"Uponthe question of money, this volume

contains the best thing I have ever read."-
R. G. Ingersoll (in Introduction).

"We confess that, if we stood on the

ground on which Mr. Spencer stands, we

should find it difficult to prevent ourselves

from being pushed by the stalwart arm of
Dr. Denslow's logic into the gulf of ethical

nihilism."-Prof. Goldwin Smith.

"Now, the whole force of this case de-

pends upon the assertion of Goldwin Smith

that Dr. Van Buren Denslow is a disciple of

Herbert Spencer. But the assertion is not

true in any sense or in any degree. On the
contrary, Dr. Denslow is an open antagonist

of Mr. Spencer. His essay on Spencer's

Philosophy, first published in the Chicago
Times , while speaking of the man in the

usual terms of perfunctory compliment, as

have also Goldwin Smith and the Saturday

Review, is adverse, carping, and deprecia-
tory on every point that he considers . The

criticism was regarded as so damaging that
Spencer's friends were told they must reply

to it or forever hold their peace; and we

were confidently assured that the last we

should ever hear of Spencer's system was

the thud of the clods that Denslow had

thrown upon its coffin ."-Prof. Youmans, in

Popular Science Monthly and in Introduc-
tion to Current American Edition of the

Data ofEthics .

Stephen Pearl Andrews, as political ex-

ecutor of the late Thomas Paine, is as

fiercely indignant at Mr. Denslow's analysis

of Paine's politics as Prof. Youmans is at

his assault on Spencer's Philosophy. On

the other hand, George Jacob Holyoake

speaks of the analysis of Paine's political
philosophy as "the most masterly refutation

of it extant, without showing in his words

or inhis mind any enmity against the great

agitatorwhom he confutes."

The late Dr. George M. Beard, of New

York, wrote to the author: " Your critique

on Spencer's Data of Ethics has all the

force of a discovery in ethics, and is of
great value. It deserved to be made the

subject of a separate treatise."

TIONS from the writings and sayings BELFORD CLARKE & CO. , Publishers,
of Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Embel-

lished with a steel-engraved portrait of

the author. Beautifully printed on ele-

gant white paper, and in every way a

splendid book for the centre table. Price

$2.50.

For sale at THE INDEX office, 44 Boylston
Street, Boston.

The Success and Failure of Protestantism.

ALecture before the Society forEthical

Culture of Chicago, by W. M. SALTER.

Price 10 cents. For sale at THE INDEX

office.

THE PROBLEM OF POVERTY.

ALecture delivered before the Society

for Ethical Culture of Chicago. For

sale at THE INDEX office. Price 10 cts.

THE ABSENCE OF DESIGN IN
NATURE. By Prof. H. D. GARRISON.

A Lecture delivered before the Philo-

sophical Society of Chicago. Price 10

TH

CHICAGO, ILL.

INVESTORS
should confer with the

WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO.,
LAWRENCE, KANSAS.

FirstMortgageReal Estate Loans paid

in New York. Absolute Satisfaction

GUARANTEED. For reliability , consult Third

Nat. Bank. N. Y. City, or Nat. Bank, Lawrence, Kan.

Security large. Interest promptly paid.
Send for pamphlet with testimonials, sample forns, etc.
F. M. Perkins , Pres . N.F Hart, ( L. H. Perkins, Sec.

J. T. Warne, V. Pres . } Auditor (C. W. Gillett, Treas

The Secret of the East ;
OR,

The Origin of the Christian Religion

and the Significance of its

Rise and Decline.

By FELIX L. OSWALD, M.D.

Handsomelybound in cloth. Price $1.00.

"The a great amount of

icalandhistorical groundindependerit
the Buddhistic analogies; it is in fact a vig-

orous, uncompromising outline of Christian
history, with all the weakness and wicked-

ness mercilessly dragged into daylight....

The case against the Christian Church is a

marvellously strong one. The superstitions
and miseries of mediævalism, the woes,

tortures, burnings, rackings, and brutalities

accomplished in the name of Christianity,

are set in blackest array. The Nature-wor-

ship of thepaganGreeksandRomans is setcontrast. is Dr. Oswald very gener-

ous in admission of improvement in con-

temporary Christianity. To him, it is a

hurtful supernaturalism, impeding science,

diffusing pessimism, promoting hypocrisy,

and repressing the physical nature. His

book is remarkablywell written, brilliantly
concise in style, and, aside from its special

theories, of considerable scientific and his-

toric value. "-Boston Evening Transcript.
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THE item in the papers stating that Miss Anna

E.Dickinson celebrated last week her forty-second

birthdaymay serve to remind many who saw her

in heryouthful beauty, and listened to her eloquent

words in 1861-62, that they are no longer young.

SAYS the Presbyterian, "Most of the theologians

of the present time or of the time just past have

read Archdeacon Paley's books on the Evidences

or recited his Natural Theology in the class-room.

One of his descendants, Prof. Paley, went from the

Anglican Church to Romanism in the first fervor

of the Puseyistic movement. Now,he has swung

to the other extreme, and is clamoring for free

thought; is, in truth, among the broadest of the

'Broad.""

In his recent speech to the preachers at the

Fifth Avenue Hotel, Mr. Blaine declared that the

tariff "is the issue which lies at the very founda-

tion of the prosperity of the American people, and

the very foundation of the success of the Christian

religion." Quite different from this view is that

of Mr. Fiske, who in his latest work incidentally

remarks, "Our robber tariffs, miscalled 'protec-

tive,' are survivals of the barbarous mode of

thinking which fitted the ages before industrial

civilization began."

THE New York Sun thus refers to some remarks

of Rev. Dr. G. H. Smyth, of Harlem, to the effect

that the prevalence of dishonesty and sin is due to

decay of faith in the Bible and belief in Herbert

Spencer : "We are not now concerned with Dr.

Smyth's criticisms on the attitude of the pulpit

toward commercial dishonesty,but it is proper to

call attention to the injustice of the assumption

involved in his remark in regard to Herbert Spen-

cer. The idea which it conveys is that the study

of Mr. Spencer's philosophical writings is con-

ducive to laxityof morals. Nothing, inour opin-

ion,can be further from the truth than this sug-

gestion. If anything is distinctly taught in his

philosophy, it is the absolute necessity of doing

right in order to live happily, and the certainty

that punishment will follow sin. We do not be-

lieve that any one intelligent enough to compre-

hend the author's meaning was ever made worse

by reading the works of Herbert Spencer."

SAYS the Boston Transcript : "M. Renan's visit

amonth ago to his birthplace in Brittany has

raised a storm in the clerical teacup. M. Renan

was anxious to sleep during his stay at Tréguier

in the very house in which he had been born, and

which is now inhabited by several different ten-

ants. But the difficulty was that these good folk

were all devoted sons of the Church, and by no

means inclined to offer hospitality to the author of

Vie de Jésus. One of them, however, was more

tolerant, and lent his room. For this act of cour-

tesy, he has been so bitterly assailed that he has

felt compelled to publish a pièce justificative. It

was quite true that he had lent his room to the

infidel, he said, but then he had also lent it on a

previous occasion to another distinguished man of

unimpeachable Orthodoxy, whose good influence

might perhaps have haunted M. Renan. Besides,

was it not worth while trying whether the revival

of all the surroundings of his youth might not

reawaken also in the heretic his early faith ?"

In a notice of an excellent little work (which

was reviewed in these columns some weeks ago)

entitled The Development Theory, a Brief Statement

for General Readers, the joint production of Joseph

Y. Bergen, Jr. , principal of the high school at Pea-

body, Mass. , and Fanny D. Bergen, his invalid

wife, the Springfield Republican says : "Prof. Ber-

gen is an Illinois man, a graduate of Antioch,

then principal for some years of the old Deerfield

Academy in this State, and afterward Professor of

Natural Sciences at Lombard University, Gales-

burg, Ill. , whence considerations of health again

induced him to come East. He is a man of fine

moral and intellectual perceptions, to which he is

loyal; and this statement of the development the

ory will be found of value to allwho want acon-

cise and precise conception of it. Prof. Bergen is

a thorough disciple of Darwin, and does not under-

take to reconcile religion with science. He doubts

whether science admits of reconciliation with the

existing historic religions. The work is a conven-

ient 16mo of 240 pages, and evinces scholarly

labor."

We have not in these columns cared to discuss

the political situation or to define our position in

the contest just ended. The campaign has been

avery bitter and exciting as well as an extremely

scandalous one. A paper like The Index,-non-

political in its character, which is open to the

presentation of all sides of questions considered in

itscolumns, must be very careful, even in treating

the ethical aspects of such a contest, lest it invite

controversy sure to go beyond the proper and legit-

imate province of the paper. This has been done

very judiciously by our colleague. Anopportunity

has been given for a few words of defence and

criticism of all the parties, and happily none of

the virulence of the campaign has entered these

columns. The result of the election will probably

beknown to all our readers before they see this

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

paragraph. Our own vote this year is for one of

the two candidates whose election is regarded as

possible, and for the one who, ifelected, will we be-

lieve make the best President. The Index goes to

press this week before any election returns are
received.

We have learned with sorrow of the death of

Hon. Wolcott Seymour, of Danville, Iowa, who

died at his residence, October 19, aged seventy-one

years. Mr. Seymour was a man of character and

worth, respected and esteemed by all who knew

him. He had filled many positions of trust and

honor. Twice he had been elected to the State

legislature. At the time of his death, he was

President of the Burlington Insurance Company,

an office he had held eighteen years. He was a

free thinker, interested in the progress of liberal

thought, a subscriber to The Index, and always

ready to support liberal lectures in his town by his

money, influence, and presence. The Directors of

the Burlington Insurance Company, the Thursday

following his death, passed resolutions "that in

the death of the Hon. Wolcott Seymour we are

called on to mourn the loss of a well-beloved officer

of this company, one whose stalwart integrity was

beyond reproach,whose counsel was prudent and

ever reliable, and whose friendship was highly

prized; and that, while sincerely deploring the

event which has removed him from our midst, we

bow inhumble submission to the decree of the Al-

mighty, who doeth all things well, and we will

continue to cherish the memory of the deceased,

keeping in view his sterling qualities of heart and

mind, that the memory thereof may have a salu-

tary influence upon our official and individual ac-

tion in time to come."

THE Conference of the Mormon Church, held

recently at Salt Lake City, presented some very

interesting and significant features. The Spring-

field Republican, referring to it, says: "At the Sun-

day meeting, when the sacraments were adminis-

tered, some fifteen thousand people,mainlyforeign

born and taken from the very lowest classes, as-

sembled in the vast Mormon tabernacle. They

had come by rail, stages, or commonwagon,some

camping out on theway like religious pilgrims in

the East. Upon the raised seats of the platform

sat the great embodiment of the religious common-

place of Utah, John Taylor, the prophet of God ;

and about him were about five hundred high-

priests, elders, and officers of the Church. The

largest organ in the West, and perhaps in this
country, together with a choir of two hundred

and fifty voices, led this vast assemblage in an

impressive hymn. Then they partook of the sac-

raments, spring water being substituted for wine,

the saints drinking it 'by the barrel.' As a phe-

nomenon in religious history there is really noth-

ing like this Conference in any country. The
officers of the Mormon Church are chosen by

heaven through the medium of revelation, and

ratified or, as they term it, 'sustained' by a vote

of the Conference. No political convention ever

went through the machinery of nomination with

the precision of the autumn Conference."
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IDEAL POLITICS .

Before this number of The Index reaches its

readers, the exciting Presidential campaign will

havebeen ended, and in all probability adecision

will have been made. Not the sagest politician,

at the time of this writing, is able to tell what

that decision is to be, though for weeks at every

political rally, whether Republican or Democratic,

the regulation prophecy has been made with per-

fect positiveness that the candidate in whose inter-

est that specific meeting was being held was sure

tobe victorious. Our paper, too, will go to press

on the evening of election day, before anything

decisivecan have been learned with regard to the

result. It may be confidently expected, however,

that, when our readers see this article, they will

know beyond a reasonable doubt who is to be the

next President of the United States. There is

only the most remote chance that the election will

have to go to the national House of Representa-

tives; and it is to be ardently hoped that, which-

ever way the popular vote may turn, it may in

every State be so sure that there may be no possi-

ble chance to dispute the result.

We are not among those who think that this

country is going to be ruined by its Presidential

choice, whatever it be. The country has had a

great variety of Presidents. The most of them,

we may truthfully and proudly claim, have been

able and upright men. But some of them have

beenweak and some of them wilful, and a series

of them were servile tools of the slaveholders' oli-

garchy. Yet the nation has endured and survived

them all. It survived Tyler and Polk and Bu-

chanan and even Andrew Johnson. And, what is

more, it was not ruined evenby the crushing bur-

den of slavery nor by the terrible war which

slavery brought upon it. The nation has shown

itself, in its hundred years of life, to have ele-

ments of virtue and prosperity, which are able to

overcome and cast out a good deal of evil. And,

therefore, we shall not despair of the Republic

whether Mr. Blaine or Mr. Cleveland shall be

elected President. For reasons we have before

given in these columns, we do not think either

of them worthy of the high office, and shall vote

for neither ; and we apprehend that certain evil

results will follow the election of either one of

them. But we cannot believe, considering what

the country has already endured and overcome,

that these evils will be so dire as to bring the

country to destruction. No one man, however

high he may be placed and however corrupting

his action orhis example,can have such power as

that. Could this be true, our republican form of

government were already a failure.

from his rauks has been the most serious obstacle

in the way of his success. Hence, whichever of

these two candidates is placed in the White House,

he willknowthat he enters it against the protest of

a large section of his fellow-citizens, who on politi-

cal grounds would have gladly voted for him, but

who have withheld their votes solely because of

their belief in his moral unfitness for the office.

He will know that his conduct in private and

in public will be closely watched, and that, if he

offend by such misdeeds as have weighted him

down in the political race, there is a vigorous

moral sentiment in the country ready to be roused

to indignant action against both him and the

party that supports him. The great parties that

have nominated and adhered to these candidates

will also see and know this even more clearly than

the candidates themselves. They know full well,

in spite of their efforts to treat the matter lightly,

howheavy a burden theyhave had to carry with

their candidates on account of this moral protest

against them. The party that succeeds will know

also that, before this conscience vote, success will

be no moral vindication of its candidate. And the

party that is defeated cannot fail to feel, however

slow to confess, that it was this largely prevailing

belief in the moral unfitness of its candidate which

crushed him. In either case, political parties will

be taught that the moral sentiment is a factor

which their conventions cannot afford to trifle

with that the conscience vote is already a practi-

cal power in politics; that this vote has given

warning that, hereafter, not only political princi-

ples, but character both official and personal will

bedeemed fit matter for inquiry in respect to can-

didates for the Presidential office.

It is indeed some compensation for the demor-

alizing partisanship and disgusting indecencies

which have appeared in this political campaign

that the men who are charged with being merely

idealists and impracticables in politics are, after all,

showing their power. They may not hold the

balance of any political power immediately avail-

able to save the country from moral disgrace, but

it is beginning to be seen that theyhold the scales

of judgment over future political parties and con-

ventions. What would not the Republican party

have given in these weeks just past, if, in place of

the Mulligan letters, it could have presented a rec-

ord of really able, broad, upright, and unselfish

statesmanship on the part of its Presidential can-

didate? Yet this is one most important feature in

the political "idealist's" standard of availability for

a Presidential candidate. Or what would not the

Democratic party and its Independent allies have

given for a clean personal character in their candi-

date? And yet clean moral character is another

of the features of availability which the "idealist"

in politics has demanded that candidates for pub-

lic office should possess. But hehas been laughed

at for his verdant simplicity in making such de

mands as these. What does he know, it is asked,

in his study of "the Higher Law" and of ideal

ethical principles, of the exigencies of practical

politics ? But both parties have been brought

earnestly to wish in this Presidential campaign

that their candidates stood nearer to the "ideal-

ist's" standard. On the one side, nothing would

have been so "available" in the candidate as to

And among the things which are going to help

in counteracting the evil effects of the nomination

and election of such Presidential candidates is the

moral protest which has been raised against them.

Though this moral protest is unavailing to prevent

the election of one or the other of them, it has

been strong enough to make the election a close

and costly battle. The very nomination of Mr.

Blaine drove into revolt a formidable section of

the Republican party,because of his official mis-

deeds; and this revolt clouded his prospects from

the very beginning of the canvass. Partly through

the pressure of some of these Independent Repub-

licans, Mr. Cleveland was then nominated by the

Democratic convention as a candidate whom they

could support. But, when the blot on his private

character became known, a portion of these Inde- sonal character.

pendents and many others who had previously

been disposed to vote for him felt equally com-

pelled to raise a protest against his election, be-

cause of his personal misdeeds; and this defection

have been able to show an unquestioned official in-

tegrity; and, on the other side, no qualification

could have been added to the official record of the

candidate so "available" as an unquestioned per-

It is also a matter for congratulation that, since

the political battle has been fought on so low a

moral plane, a very large number of citizens have

been set free from party organizations and methods,

and are able to see the right in respect to political

questions more clearly than before. The party

veil nas dropped from their eyes, the party bias

has been eliminated from their minds. Amazed

and incensed by the monstrous arguments into

which extreme partisanship on both sides has

been driven, they have not been frightened into

the support of either of the leading candidates

by the dismal prophecy of calamities sureto come

should the other be elected. Norhave they been

caught by the shuffling sophistry which has

argued that not to vote at all or to vote for a third

candidate was merely to waste their power for the

sake of a selfish satisfaction to their own con-

science. Theyhave seen that on their withheld

vote or their ballot cast for a third candidate was

written the moral lesson of the campaign. And

not to secure any private luxury of self-satisfac-

❘tion, but to set that lesson before the eyes of all

parties for the country's benefit, has been their mo-

tive. For this end, they have accepted the respon-

sibility of following their own consciences,and not

the conscience of a party. In the midst of party

demoralization, they have held up their moral

standard; and they willingly abide the issue

Perchance their action will make the germ of the

new party that is needed totake up the questions

of the new time. For years, they have seen press-

ing questions of political duty pushed aside by

party jealousies and competitions,which have con-

sulted only what is expedient for to-day's success.

It is time for the higher politics which sees future

success in to-day's right. Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

THE PRAISE OF CITIES .

III.

Wehave compared the æsthetic, intellectual, and

to some extent the moral aspects of the country

and the town; but having come so far upon our

way, pausing for a moment, there comes upon the

air a long and melancholy wail. Not perfectly

articulate, its significance in so far as it can be

divined seems to be this: That the intellectual and

moral life of our great cities is dying at the top;

that the education which our young men are receiv-

ing, those who have most to pay for what is called

a liberal education, is not such as fits them for the

work of life, for its harsh and grinding competi-

tions, for its political and social uses. The truly

liberal education, we are told, is that of poverty

and self-denial, training a man to hardihood, de-

veloping inhim that element of "clear grit" which

our friend, Robert Collyer, has so much insisted

on, which no man can have, he argues, who has

not been born and reared in poverty. Nos morituri

te salutamus ! "We about to die salute you !" To-

day, it is no gladiator that salutes the throned

and pampered Cæsar so, but the throned and pam-

pered youth of cities who thus cry, or would if

they could have prophetic souls, to the young

gladiators who are swarming up from out the

country neighborhoods to take their part in all the

fortunes of the day. This is the way, substan-

tially, in which the case is put bymany moralists

and educators and preachers of our time. I do

not find myself inclined to give in my adhesion

unreservedly to such a statement of the case.

There is some truth in it, no doubt ; enough to

think about for many a sober day. The truth is

this: that the education of our city youth, where

it is costliest, is often such that it does little or

nothing to prepare them for the special work they

have to do, the general life theyhave to live. It

is this also: that the indulgence of children and

young people in their every wish and whim is

obviously a premium upon their future miserу,—

not in a hell beyond thegrave, but in avery pres-

」
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ent hell of wastefulness and discontent. But un-

wise indulgence is not confined toanyclass. Those

of us who have had acquaintance with both rich

andpoorhave found, perhaps, more of it with the

latter than the former. The pre-eminently waste-

ful are the poor, and among the rich the novi hom-

ines. The greatest caution in expenditure is

among the people of established fortune, and it

is a great mistake to fancy that the opportunity

for self-denialdoes not exist for these and for their

children. Do any of us who have greatly bettered

our own circumstances find that our self-denials

have become less numerous and exigent with the

change? I think not. Did we ever want so little

aswhenwe had the least? It is expanding taste

and culture that makes self-denial a more difficult

virtue and the opportunity to practise it more

omnipresent. This excellent gymnastic is not,

then, for country boys alone, nor only for the chil-

dren of the poor. There is a place for it in the

city home which wealth has done its best to com-

fort and adorn. In the mean time, the demand for

a revision of our educational methods is so impera-

tive that it cannot go unheeded very long. Wit-

ness the hearing and reply it has received already

in the notable article written by President Eliot

for a recent number of the Century magazine.

The idea of a liberal education which he there

presents is one that does not make the name seem

like an irony upon the thing. It is an idea the

importance of which cannot easily be overrated.

But, while so much of truth must be allowed in

the indictment that is brought against our city

youth, its general import is not by any means to

beconceded. If it were really true that only those

who pass their youth in poverty or straitened cir

cumstances have any reason to expect the prizes

of life, to be anything worth being, or do anything

worth doing, what poor encouragement would

there be for anyman to lay to his bones and work

for the advancement of his fortunes ! If his suc-

cess means failure for his children and his chil-

dren's children, then to the ambition to amass a

fortune he may well say, "Get thee behind me,

Satan ! " But it does not mean this. It is just as

true to-day as it was seventeen hundred years ago

that "even in a palace life may be well led."

Marcus Aurelius said it, and his life approved his

word. Doubtless, the increase of wealth brings

many strong temptations. But the very fact that

it does so proves that the rich man's son is not

without some stout objective against which he can

measure himself and prove himself to be a man.

The spectacle is not uncommon of rich men's sons

who have all the practical, business energy which

their fathers had before them. The younger Van-

derbilts, Astors, and Harpers are not remark-

ably exceptional. And even where such energy is

sicklied over with an abundance that leaves noth-

ing to desire, so that it does not go out in search

of the same objects, it may go out in search of

others that are not less worthy to be sought,-not

such as minister to a purely selfish gratification,

but such as are of public use. Time and again, it

has been proved in our own beautiful city that her

decency and honor have no better friends than

those youngmen to whom she has nothing to offer

of material reward. They have given to her their

timeandmoneywithout stint. In this respect, the

young mayor of our city is a representative man.

He is one of a large and growing class whose con-

scious or unconscious motto is Noblesse oblige,-

advantages are obligations, and who are doing all

that in them lies to make the government, the

charities, and the culture of Brooklyn conform to

loftier and the loftiest ideals.

Ido not believe that those of us who live in the

great cities of America are half so mindful as we

ought to be of the high privilege that we enjoy.

Doubtless, the law of compensation is made good

by the relations of the town and country as by all

other things. Happy are they who have the best

of each in pleasant alternation, and so find their

enjoyment, first of the one, then of the other, won-

derfully enhanced ! But the great city is an epit-

ome of all the vast experience of mankind. Some-

thing of all the best that has been done in

literature and science, in all the fine and useful

arts, and in the art of living most of all, is here

for our instruction and reward. Freely we have

received, freely we ought to give. Shame on us

if, whenwe are ministered unto with somany cir-

cumstances and events that are calculated to enrich

our minds and to expand our hearts, we simply

take what we can get with absolute selfishness, or

imagine we have done our part when we have

attended to our various legal obligations. That

was a dreadful superstition of the Middle Ages

that, when any noble structure was to be built,

there must be a human sacrifice, a breathing creat-

ure shut alive and warm into the growing pile. But

was it not a striking symbol of the commanding

truth that without human sacrifice-not of that

superstitious sort, but of a better-no social struct-

ure can attain to an abiding strength or satisfying

beauty ? It is for those of us who live in the great

city's busy, crowded ways to build our living selves,

our just and honorable and steadfast lives,

into her streets and stores, into her business and

her arts, into her manners and her laws. And,

doing so, we shall attain to something that tran-

scends all differences of town and country places,

even to the sense of a communion and fellowship

with the Eternal Power that makes for righteous-

ness, even with Him who is in and over all, God

blessed forever.

JOHN W. CHADWICK.

THE ETHICS OF PROPERTY.

I.

Natural property may be simply defined as pos-

session given by might to desire. Legislation

complicates this title by the intervention of social

forces, but without changing its arbitrary charac-

ter. Employed for the most part to formulize and

consecrate acts of plunder by nations or classes,

it embroiders on primitive force variations from

State to State and from one administration to

another. Legal right is then often a paradox

no less audacious than the converse of Proudhon,

that property is robbery, and can only be defined

as a problem, the solution of which employs and

supports the judiciary and legal profession, includ-

ing the members of legislatures.

To this social purpose and class interest, its

involved technicalities, its voluminous complexity

of cross jurisprudence and of influential precedents

by court decisions, all concur. Thus, it is substan-

tially the property of a certain class, to whom we

leave it. Between justice or equity and the acqui-

sitive forces, whether simple or complex, there are

casual coincidences; and, besides what are casual,

there is a general relation in the policy of respect

to facts, which may require us, within certain

limits, to endure wrongs, when the righting of

them would entail collateral evils worse than the

first wrong. Thus, Indians must endure wrongs

inflicted by the white races, under pain of extermi-

nation, and accommodate themselves to existing

facts. This premised, the three titles of property,

conferred by simple nature, by legislation, and by

equity, remain distinct.

Ethical property is also natural, but neither

primitive nor simple. It is composite or mutual,

one of its factors being the consent of the property

appropriated.

Ethical right is a natural conscience, but only

developed with the maturer faculties of the indi-

vidual or society. Colored by temperament, it is

modified by education. Now, it is emerging from

the chaos in which politico economists have

plunged the common sense of relations between

capital and labor; that is to say, between dead

and living labor. The Chinese use their coffins as

ornamental furniture. We improve upon this

ghastly humor by carrying our dead ancestors

on our two pious shoulders, bowed and broken-

backed beneath the burden of interest. Ido not

concur with that socialist protest which absolutely

and in principle condemns interest, nor would I

impugn inheritance of property any more than

heredity of faculty. We may admit a principle,

without allowing it as now, in case of property, to

become the principal principle, but reduce it to

ethical proportions.

That "property is robbery," on the other hand,

is a sarcastic truth that squints like Houssaye's

aimer c'est mourir, both having such seasoning of

fact as wit needs for pungency, but neither fac-

ing that essential destiny of which attraction

prophesies.

Other squinting truths are "the struggle for

existence and survival of the capables," axioms

that promenade the garden of philosophy, arm in

arm with liberty, equality, fraternity, in awaiting

opportunity to cut each other's throats.

In view of society at cross purposes and clash-

ing interests, the more sinister axioms impeach

the successes of knavery and the fatalities of de-

votion. Proudhon's grates sharply on the fine ear

of foxes beloved by the law. "Possession plus

legal privilege," the more serious definition of a

recent lively writer, Mr. Kelly, while quite com-

patible with Proudhon's, yet will be accepted by

the foxes, since legislation has formed strict alli-

ance, offensive and defensive, with the mammons

of iniquity. This recognized, we do not here

propose to hunt the legal fox, nor to dispute

with our socialist friends the honors of his brush,

criticism being but accessory to our study. To

distinguish between ethical and arbitrary prop-

erty is the more urgent, by reason of those false

definitions which debauch the code of State,

where, as with churches us. religion, the phenom-

enon obscures the substance. True conceptious

of true property are rendered somewhat difficult

by the rarity of the goods in question, due in

great measure to legislation, which ingeniously

contrives to set the dinners on the upper end of

the social table and the appetites at the lower

end. Now, as the natural property in dinner

weds eupepsia with turkey, it is apt to be baffled,

even in the sultan, by satiety, while the gaunt

toilers lay down life, grumbling like the Indian,

"You never said turkey to me once." Theyhave

the buzzard for their share.

In venturing on the slippery ice of definitions,

we shall aim to avoid commonplace technicalities,

and shall fire no candle crackers at the million-

naires, though the wind of our doctrine may

happen to visit their cheeks somewhat roughly.

We accept the probable reproach of transcenden-

talism; but our portrait of property, though

evolved like the camel of the German painter

from the depths of our consciousness, is also

faithfully reflected by the rural scene of our labors,

as we write under the shade of our fruit trees.

We begin by impugning the fallacy, that the

exclusion of others from a certain benefit is the

condition of our own proprietorship. Nature con-

sociates in my orchard the enjoyment of beast,

bird, and insect, not to mention the featherless

biped who often puts in a reminder, with my own.

In vain should I protest. I submit with a good
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grace. Just enough for one's self of agood thing is

always too little. But, where life crowds on life,

life must fence out life. Yes, but this negative

fact, now as real as apparent, and which often

makes the fence cost more than the garden, is but

a process incidental to morbid conditions, and

superseded by the harmonies of force in mature

social organisms. As a complete synthesis re-

places incoherent evolutions, reciprocity becomes

the sanction of personal ownership, which, until

then, in the struggle for existence, dependent

either upon powder and shot, or the bâton of

police, is either invalidated or imperilled by pre-

senting temptations to aggression, instead of guar-

antees of mutual advantage. The exclusion of

others is a tentative, which, while distracting from

the assimilation of goods, breeds jealousies and

envies that defeat their inclusion or possession by

one's self.

Most property is now so improper, that however

fenced in by laws and moralities, and whether

inherited or purchased,begged, borrowed, or stolen,

it is only a relative or exchangeable value, and

not inherent to its owner. True ethical property

is a creation which retains something of its creator,

and which, even when exchanged, is not absolutely

alienated. An artist's reputation is but the shadow

cast upon society of the personality infused into

his picture, his statue, his poem, or any other

work in which an original conception is embodied.

Such property also must be paid for, not merely

in money, but in appreciative sympathy: other-

wise, it is alien to its actual possessor.

Now, farther, with regard to the ethical property

of the artist in his work, after selling it ; if he part

with it to a stranger never to see it again, he sus-

tains a lesion in his ethical property, which is

obviated if the purchaser be a friend in his own

city or one that he visits, since in this case he

remains within the sphere of radiation or æsthetic

vibration which his work propagates through

sympathetic media, and feels thereby a just incre-

ment of his personality. If the work be suscepti-

ble of multiplication, as by photographs or the

press; it is evidentlyjust that this faculty should

be either retained, as in case of a royalty on each

edition, or else made the object of a distinct trans-

action. If the work be simply an æsthetic value,

such qualified possession in it may be undefined;

but, if it be useful invention, for which a patent is

granted, it is just that the patent or royalty be of

limited duration ; for no one can hold exclusive

property in a principle or mode of application

which others might have discovered or may dis-

cover as well as himself.

Ethical property must be essentially honest; i.e. ,

produced without lesion to the property of others.

More than this, it should be friendly ; i.e., auspicious

toward the enjoyment of others. Most perfect is it

when solidary. Every exchangeable value has an

element of solidarity, but inventions and discov-

eries have more, in ratio to their susceptibility of

propagation through time and space.

M. E. LAZARUS.

THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH AND WOMAN.

II.

Rev. Charles Kingsley says : " Whoever wishes to

gain insight into that great institution, Canon

Law, can do so most effectively by studying Com-

mon Law in regard to woman. There will never

be a good world for woman until the last remnant

of Canon Law is civilized off the face of the earth.

Meanwhile, all the most pure and high-minded

women in England andEurope have been brought

up under the shadow of the Canon Law, and have

accepted it, with the usual divine self-sacrifice, as

their destiny by law of God and nature, and con-

sider their own womanhood outraged, when it

their tyrant is meddled with." Women accept

their position under the shadow of the canon law

for the best of reasons,-they know nothing about it.

And, if they should undertake to explore it, they

would waste their lives in the effort. While

spending a year in England, Iheard that a learned

clergyman in the Established Church, living near

by, had a remarkable library of old and valuable

books, and among others innumerable huge vol-

umes of the canon laws. So, thinking I might

readily find those affecting women, I made ar-

rangements to spend a day in his library. The

volumes as large as our largest family Bibles

stood there in long rows, leather bound and clasped,

without an index, and all in Latin. Seeing the

formidable array, I said, Could yoube kind enough

to give me the volumes that contain canons

specially affecting woman? He said, Alas ! I

could not, without looking through all of them ;

and that, as you readily see, would involve more

time than you and I have to spare. But,he added,

as the customs of society, the position of woman

in the Church, and the old common law of England

have all been moulded by the canon law, you can

judge of the general spirit of these volumes by

what you see and hear of woman's condition in

every-day life .

This is one of the peculiarities of woman's posi-

tion: she knows nothing of the laws, either canon

or civil, under which she lives; and such church-

men as the Rev. Morgan Dix are determined we

never shall. Nero was thought the chief of ty-

rants because he made laws, and hung them up so

high the people could not read them. What shall

we say of the great State of New York, that makes

laws for women, and binds them in calf, and then

forbids its daughters to enter the law schools where

they might learn them, or to plead for the most un-

fortunate of their sex in our courts of justice ?

those wonderful questioning sphinxes we see in the

OldWorld.

Andwe presentverymuch the same appearance

in the Church. Go into any little country town,

and the chief excitement among the women is

found in fairs, donation parties, festivals, Church

building, and decorating. The women are the

chief,untiring,pertinacious beggars for the church.

They compose the vast majority of the congrega-

tions. Rich women give large sums to clear

church debts, to educate young men for the minis-

try, and to endow theological seminaries. Poorer

women decorate the temples for Christmas and

Easter, make surplices and gowns, embroider table

covers for the altar and slippers for the rector;

and all alike think they are serving God in

sustaining the Church and the priesthood.

In return, the whole tone of church teaching in

regard to woman is, to the last degree, contempt-

uous and degrading.

Perchance the veryman educated by some sew-

ing society of women will ascend the pulpit, and

take his text in I. Corinthians xiv:, 34, 35 : "Let

your women keep silence in the churches : for it is

not permitted unto them to speak; but they are

commanded to be under obedience, as also saith

the law. And if they will learn anything, let them

ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for

women to speak in the church." Ephesians v., 23 :

"Wives, submit yourselves unto your own hus-

bands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is

the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of

the church." I. Timothy ii., 11, 12, 13 : " Let the

woman learn in silence with all subjection. But

Isuffer not awomanto teach, nor to usurp author-

ity over the man.... For Adamwas first formed

then Eve." I. Corinthians xi., 8, 9 : "For the man

is not of the woman, but the woman of the man.

Neither was the man created for the woman, but

the womanfor the man."

Now, my friends, what effect do you think such

Epistles as these, written by Paul to the Ephesians,

the Corinthians, and the Thessalonians, had on the

men and women of those times; and what is the

effect of sermons from such texts to-day but to

degradewomanand demoralize man? These teach

ings in regard to woman so faithfully reflect the

provisions of the canon law that it is fair to infer

that their inspiration came from the same source,

written by men, translated by men, revised by

men. If the Bible is to be placed in the hands of

our children, read in our schools, taught in our

theological seminaries, proclaimed as God's law in

our temples of worship, let us by all means call

a council of women in New York, and give it one

more revision from the woman's stand-point.

Disraeli said that the early English editions con-

tain six thousand errors in the translation from

the Hebrew, which were constantly introduced and

As the result of the canon law, what is woman's

position in the State and the Church to-day ? We

have woman disfranchised, with no voice in the

government under which she lives, denied until

recently the right to enter colleges or professions,

laboring at half-price in the world of work ; a

code of morals that makes man's glory woman's

shame; a civil code that makes her in marriage

a nonentity, her person, her children, her earn-

ings the property of her husband. In adjusting

this institution of marriage, woman has never yet

in the history of the world had one word to say.

The relation has been absolutely established and

perpetuated without her consent. We have thus

farhad the man marriage. He has made all the

laws concerning it to suit his own convenience and

love of power. He has tried every possible form of

it, and is as yet satisfied with none of his experi-

ments. If an inhabitant of some other planet | passages interpolated for sectarian purposes or to

could suddenly light in one of our law libraries,

and read over our civil and criminal codes, he

would be at a loss to know what kind of beings

women are, so anomalous is the position we hold,

with some rights partially recognized in one place

and wholly obliterated in another. In the crim-

inal code, we find no feminine pronouns. All crim-

inals are designated as "he," "his," "him. " We

might suppose our fathers thought women were

too pure and angelic ever to commit crimes, if we

did not find in the law reports cases in which

women had been imprisoned and hung as "he,"

"his," "him." And yet, while the masculine pro-

noun can be made to do duty for punishments,

when it comes to privileges we are excluded, be-

cause the laws and constitutions do not contain

the feminine pronouns "she," "hers," "her." We

are a kind of half-human, half-animal being, like

sustain new creeds.

It

The Church Union says of the present transla-

tion that there are more than seven thousand vari-

ations from the received Hebrew text, and more

than one hundred and fifty thousand from the re-

ceived Greek text, making by these two authorities

one hundred and sixty-three thousand errors.

is fair to suppose that at least one-half of these

errors are with reference to woman's position. It

would not be assuming too much, in view of all

the facts of history, for woman hereafter to take

the liberty of defining her own position, without

the slightest reference to the Church, its canon law,

orBiblical interpretations.

But, to return to the temple of worship, the ser-

mon finished, to which women reverently listen in

silence, the choir performs its part in this travesty

onwomanhood.
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In all the great cathedrals in England and in

some here in New York, boys from ten to fifteen

chant the hymns of praise that woman's lips may

not profane, while they, oblivious to these insults

to their sex, swell the listening crowd, and worship

the veryGod they are told who made them slaves,

and cursed them with sufferings that time can

never mitigate.

advancing civilization for the last fifteen hundred

years, this one idea of woman has been steadily

promulgated; and to-day, in the full blaze of the

sunlight of the nineteenth century, it is echoed in

thepulpit by every sect and in the halls of legisla-

tion by every party.
ELIZABETH CADY STANTON.

THE PROGRESS OF PROTESTANTISM.

The Catholic Review calls attention to the well-

knownstatementof Macaulay,that the line marked

out by Protestantism, in its original struggles, has

never changed; that, while holding the territory it

first seized, as a missionary movement in Catholic

countries it has proved a failure.

Attention is also called by the same journal to

Froude's recent remarks in regard to the revival of

Romanism in the very territory in which Protes-

tantism made its original conquests. Froude's ex-

planation, in a word, is that the heart of man

craves for certitude in matters of faith and worship,

and that this Protestantism has failed to give.

The Review mentions the "rapid development of

German Protestantism into infidelity" and the

hopeless lethargy into which such Protestantism

as still exists there has sunk. From the Baptist

Weekly are quoted statements of Dr. Christlieb,

who, at the Copenhagen Conference of the Evan-

gelicalAlliance, said in substance that, of the pop-

ulation of Berlin, only two per cent. attended

public worship; that in Hamburg, with a popula-

tion of four hundred thousand, only five thousand

attended church; that in the rural districts also

the state of things was bad; that the reading of

"infidel" books was very common; that in London

a million out of its four million never attend

church; that in Glasgow two hundred thousand out

of seven hundred thousand neglect all public wor-

ship. The Catholic Review concludes that "Protes-

tantism, save as a political agency, is moribund, its

churches are empty, its people gone. It very much

resembles the whited sepulchres to which our Lord

in His anger likened the Pharisees."

When last in England, I visited the birthplace of

Dean Stanley. The old homestead was occupied

bya curate and his two daughters. They escorted

us all over the place,-in the school where poor

children were taught, in the old church where the

deanhad long preached. "Do you see that table-

cover in the altar?" said one of the daughters.

"Sister and I worked that." "Did you spread it on

the table ?" said I. "Oh, no," said she : "nowoman

is allowed to enter this enclosure." "Why?" said

I. "Oh ! it is too sacred. " "But," said I, "men go

there ; and it is said thatwomen are purer, more

delicate, refined, and naturally religious than they

are." "Yes, butwomen are not allowed." "Shall

I explain the reason to you?" I replied. "Yes,"

she said, with a look of surprise. "Well," said I,

"it is because the Church believes that woman

brought sin into the world, that she was the cause

ofman's fall from holiness, that she was cursed

of God, and has ever since been in collusion with

the devil. Hence, the Church has considered her

unfit to sing in the choir or enter the Holy of

holies." She looked very thoughtful, and said,

"Inever supposed these old customs had such sig-

nificance. " "Yes," I replied, "every old custom,

every fashion, every point of etiquette, is based on

some principle; and women ignorantly submit to

many degrading customs, because they do not un-

derstand their origin." Though womenare pre-emi-

nently fitted to preach a gospel of glad tidings,

yet the Quakers, the Unitarians, and the Universal-

ists are the only sects that ordain women. The

Methodists allow them to preach, but do not or-

dainthem. None of the sects allow women to be

elders or deacons, though a fewindividual churches

have conferred these honors. The Greek Testa-

ment speaks of "deaconesses" in the early Church;

but ourtranslation interpolates the "wives of dea-

cons," by no means an honest substitution.

the Episcopal Church, they would not allow a

woman to be a member of the vestry, even though

obliged to fill the office with a man who was not a

communicant. Better a man uubeliever than a

saintly woman to officiate in church matters. And

the few women that are ordained over congrega-

tions find there are ever some adverse influences at

work that they feel, though they may not be able

to say, "Thou art the man." All these indignities

have their root in the doctrine of original sin,

gradually developed in the canon law,-a doctrine

never taught in the primitive Christian Church.

In spite of the life, character, and teachings of

Jesus, ever proclaiming the essential equality and

oneness of the whole human family, the priest-

hood, claiming apostolic descent, so interpret

Christianity as to make it the basis of all relig-

ious and political disqualifications for women, sus-

taining the rights of man alone.

In

Theoffices woman held during the apostolic age

she has beengradually deprivedof through ecclesi-

astical enactments. Although, during the first

four hundred years of the Christian Church,

womenwere the chosen companions of Jesus and

his followers, doing their utmost to spread the new

faith, as preachers, elders, deacons, officiating in

all the sacraments, yet these facts are carefully

excluded from all the English translations of the

Scriptures ; while woman's depravity, inferiority,

and subordination are dwelt upon wherever the

text will admit of it. Under all the changes in

There are some facts which our esteemed con-

temporary seems to have overlooked. It is true

that Protestantism leads logically and legitimately

to what the Review calls "infidelity" ; that is, to

the rejection of all ecclesiastical authority and all

hierarchical dictation in matters of religious belief.

When Luther protested against the authority of

the pope, he conceded by implication the right of

others to protest against his theological views, and

the right of every rational being toprotest just so

long as he sees anything to protest against. The

true Protestant of to-day is the rationalist who

acknowledges no authority higher than that of hu-

man reason. The right of every man and woman

to read and interpret the Bible for themselves

-certainly an absurdity, if the Bible be an infalli-

ble divine revelation-must result ultimately in

the destruction of all belief in the authority of an

alleged book revelation fromGod and the preten

sions of the priestly office, and in the supremacy of

human reason.

But people that have been for centuries under

the slavery of ecclesiasticism are not emancipated

in a day. Taught to accept as unquestionably

true absurd assumptions and to found their hopes

upon fictions, it is not strange that there are many

even in Protestant countries with whom heredi-

tary tendencies and traditionary beliefs are still

powerful enough to incline them to the church

which teaches certitude in regard to matters

beyond the domain of scientific inquiry. So large

is this class in all Protestant countries, it is not

strange that the thoroughly organized, vigilant,

aggressive Church ofRomecanboast of accessions

to her numbers even in the territory of the origina

Protestant revolt. The accessions would be even

much greater but for reactionary and retrogressive

movements among Protestants, the subordination

in the less enlightened and liberal communities of

the essential principle of Protestantism to dog-

matic theological teaching, and the adaptation of

the sectarian polity to the wants of those who

require certitude in matters of religious faith.

At the same time, the conquests of Protes-

tantism considered as a revolt against arbitrary

authority in religious matters and amovement in

favor of free and independent thought, is making

continual conquests not only in the territory it

acquired in the earlydays of the Reformation, but

inthose countries to which the Reformation did

not extend or in which it was easily and suddenly

checked. In England, Germany, the countries of

Northern Europe, and the United States, the ten-

dency is toward greater religious freedom, dis-

regard of hierarchical authority, and the adoption

of more rational views. With the progress of

knowledge and liberality, which in this age is very

rapid, the necessity of accommodating the teach-

ings and policy of the Protestant churches to those

who demand certainty in regard to matters of

which we possess no knowledge becomes less, and

the outlook of the Catholic Church more and more

discouraging. In this country, every observer can

see how a multitude of secular agencies and in-

fluences combine to make intelligent young men

of Catholic parentage comparatively indifferent

to all theological teaching.

In Catholic countries, hitherto so classed and

regarded, like France and Italy, Protestantism in

its essential principle and spirit is strong and

continually gaining in strength, as the Catholic

papers of Europe and of this country testify every

week. Italy was not ripe for the Reformation in

the sixteenth century, but she has not escaped dur-

ing the past four hundred years the influence of

that mighty movement; and today millions of her

people are in a state of intellectual revolt against

not only papal pretensions against which Luther

protested, but against dogmas and declarations for

denying which Luther was in favor of putting

men to death.

The Protestantism of France, Italy, Belgium,

Spain, and other Catholic countries, is a move-

ment in which the right and duty of protest

against the authority of the Romish Church are

declared, without the requirement that the theology

of that Church slightly modified must still be be-

lieved on penalty of punishment here and here-

after. The Protestant sects have made but little

progress in Catholic countries since the Reforma-

tion; but true Protestantism has been steadily at

work there, and shows itself in protests against

the demands of the Romish Church, in disbelief of

absurd theological doctrines, in efforts to secular-

ize the schools, to limit the power of the clergy, to

extend popular liberty, and to reform government.

This Protestantism the Catholic Review calls "in-

fidelity." It is everywhere the invariable sign of

intellectual activity, industrial enterprise,and pop-
ular freedom.

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

Ina notice of Bayard Taylor's Life and Letters,

the Congregationalist says :-

This history, on the whole, has much of sadness in

it. Bayard Taylor was clean and true and brave,

strong in various intellectual power, and fairly amaz-

ing in his industry. But he made the irreparable

mistake of handicapping himself by a load which

weighed too heavily all the way, until it broke him

downat last. Had the earned money which, in vari-

ous methods, he sunk at "Cedarcroft," been invested

with ordinary sagacity, he would have foundhimself,
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at five and forty, in independent circumstances ,

would have saved himself the degradation of no end

of hack work, could have done larger justice in

every direction to his great abilities, could have

wroughtout to its completion his magnum opus, and

with his grand physique might no doubt have lived

tobe ninety. The lesson is a pregnant one. Let us

hope it will not be wholly lost.

For The Index.

ON THE MOUNTΑΙΝ.

They sat in the woods together

Onthe mountain's tranquilheight,

And spoke of the autumn weather,

Of the blue and tremulous light

That played on the distant river,

And robed the mountains afar

In a robe more rich than ever

Was worn by Caliph or Czar.

The wine of the beauty around them

They drank till the sunhung low,

Till the scene like a spell had bound them;

For the forest was all aglow

With the countless tints that follow

Spent summer's retiring tread,

When freely on height and hollow

Allbeautiful colors areshed,-

Allhues that the rainbow showeth,

All opulent dyes that flush

Thewestern sky whengoeth

The Lord of Day, and the blush

Of river and lake and ocean

Betrays that his last caress

Their life-blood keeps in motion

Tillhe cometh again to bless .

No valley of famed Cashmere

Such exquisite tints puts on

Asthe woods that crown the year,

Whenhot-footed summer is gone;

When every tree is a flower,

Gigantic, superbly aflame

With ruby and scarlet,-a shower

Of beauties no tongue canname.

They sat and communedtogether:

She spoke of this dream of life,

And quietly questioned whether

'Tis worth all the sorrow and strife

Thatburden the hearts of many,

That tangle the steps of all;

For surely there is not any

Who 'scapeth the serpent's thrall.

He said: "Such athoughtbut troubles

The good that in life we find,

Distorts fair truth, and doubles

The anguish that clouds the mind.

Surely, this cirque of beauty,

And that blue heaven above,

Make love of life a duty

And life a thing to love."

She said: "The winter cometh:

These splendors will cease to be.

Like the joy in the heart that hummeth

An hour for you and me,

Then suddenly sinks to ashes,

So perish all beautiful things;

So Love for an instant flashes ,

Then folds his languid wings."

"Ah! now I suspect you dissemble,"

Hepresently made reply:

"You need not fear nor tremble,

For surely you and I

Have faith in love's endurance,

Andknow that beauty abides

For souls that in blest assurance

Discernwhere it haply hides ."

In silent and solemn abstraction,

She gazed on the pictured trees,

Through which a pale reflection

Of light and a friendly breeze

Shimmered and sighed so kindly.

She dreamily said : "Maybe

Too coldly, perchance too blindly,

I've judged of this world-and thee!"

They rose and descended the mountain,

Sohappy and hallowed in thought

All nature to them was a fountain

Of tender emotion that wrought

Alonging for nobler endeavor,

Awish to make life aboon

Forothers asblest forever

As theirs that afternoon.

GEORGE MARTIN.
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Evolution of Masonry and Theology.*

BY F. B. STEPHENSON, Α.Μ. ,

Membre titulaire de la Societe d'Anthropologie de Paris.

To the intelligent, thoughtful man of this age

who witnesses for the first time the ceremonies of

one of the various forms of systematized worship

practised by humanity, they may seem strangely
full ofmeaning and in marked contrast with scien-

tific views of nature.

To the outside world, masonrymay appearmerely

a system of unseemly rites and mysterious cere-

monies, being to the thoughtful a vain show, to

the indifferent absurdity, "to the Greeks foolish-

ness." To the initiated, however, each rite has its

foundation deep in human experience, and every

ceremony is full of significance.

Whence come these rites and ceremonies ?-a

question that canbe answered only by going back

to the earliest experiences of the race, and solved,

if solved at all (as like questions in regard to relig-

ious and other institutions of serious nature are

to be solved), by studying their origin and prog-

ress.

(As first in order of time), let us seek the source

of the religious rites and ceremonies that havepos-

sessed men's hearts and lives through long ages,

and see how these came to have such a sway over

human actions; and then how, in the main, they

*I give names of some of the authorities consulted. A

complete list would be much longer. There are scores of

books in Astor Library and Brooklyn Library which I have

looked into and culled from for confirmation of the main

ideas presented: Analysis of Egyptian Mythology, J. C.

Pritchard; Bible Myths, Anonymous; Encyclopædia Bri-

tannica; Histoire Abrégée de Différens Cultes , J. A. Du-

laure; History of Masonry, Rebold; "History of Zuñi In-

dians," F. H. Cushing, in Century magazine, 1883; Isis

Unveiled, H. P. Blavatsky; Les Origines des Cultes , Du-

puis; Life of Jesus , D. F. Strauss; Mythology and Folklore,

G. W. Cox; Mythology of the New World, D. G. Brinton;
On Ancient Egypt, Bunsen; On Mankind, their Origin and

Destiny, an M.A. of Baliol College, Oxford; Philosophy of

Mythology, Max Müller; The Bible, The Great Dyonisiac

Myth, Robert Brown, Jr.; The Origin of Pagan Idolatry,

GS. Faber; Zoological Mythology, De Gubernatis ; Ma-

sonic Writings of Albert Pike; Mythology of the Aryan

Nations, G. W. Cox.

correspond with and complement the institution

which forms more especially the subject of this

study,-masonry.

All the rites and ceremonies above referred to

have arisen from the idea that nature and man

must have had a beginning and some agency to

put them in progressive motion.

In the early ages of humanity, the attention of

thinking men was very strongly attracted to the

study of the most striking appearances of thema-

terial universe; and among these were the posi-

tions of heavenly bodies at different times of the

twenty-four hours and at various periods of the

twelvemonth. The succeeding seasons of the year

spread wonders before such observers. In prehis-

toric and legendarydays, these operations of nature

were represented by symbolic forms, whose signifi-

cancewasunderstood by the enlightened only. In

the minds of the unlearned, whohad not yet been

"raised to perceive the light," such forms became

endowed with distinct, individual life; and to them

were ascribed physical and emotional qualities of

man's nature. The symbols of the wise became

the idols of the ignorant. The masses worshipped

forces of nature, the various manifestations of

which were thus made actual personalities.

Those who controlled the minds of the people

naturally became their acknowledged rulers. This

group of thinkers being, by force of circumstances

which they had utilized, a sort of superior class,

formed themselves into a kind of society, with

ideas widely differing from those of the multitude.

Ceremonies were adopted by which they could per-

petuate the existence of the truth, and keep it safe

from the corruption of ignorance. At times, such

societies became places of refuge for free thinkers,

truth-seekers, because too plain speech in presence

of superstitious people is not without danger, to

incur which might be useless. Fromsuch associa-

tions of superior minds, some forms of government

have grown. At first, credulous man was con-

trolled by superstitious beliefs and practices, and

often so for his own good. Later, these associa-

tions, used by instructed although vicious men,

became means of possible oppression, inasmuch as

they were secret, existed among,and derived their

power from an unenlightened populace. The gov-

ernment of ancient Egypt, where kings and priests

were members of one organization, is an illustra-

tion.

The wise men of ancient Egypt represented the

astronomical circumstances which caused the suc-

cession of day and night by a four-cornered figure,

with an image of the sun at each angle. One of

these corners indicated east, one west, one south

(mid-day), one north (midnight, the "place of dark-

ness") . They signified morning, evening, highest

noon, deepest night; that is, light at its birth, in

its full glory, at its disappearance, and the "total

absence of light." The sun in this figure occupied

successively these four points. The imaginative

mind of the Eastern sage pictured the sun on this

journey, in the growing morning, as a beautiful

young man; at noon, as a mature, full-bearded

man; at evening, as an old man,with "shaggy hair

and leathern raiment." As darkness was opposed

to light, so a spirit of the midnight region was

supposed to antagonize the god of light, the mid-

daysun. This sun-god, just after being exalted to

the meridian in the south,began to go down; at

the west, he was further hurt; but the third was

the "fatal blow," and the prince of darkness, the

midnight north, overcame him. This going down

of the sun toward the point of midnight darkness

was called the death of the now personified day-

star; but as he had before been seen to rise, so

now, on his going down, all living nature was con-

tent, trusting in the promise of the joy to come.
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He who was to be the sun of the new day, the

"Prince of Peace" and "King of Glory" to the

world, was guided by the "Great Architect of the

Universe" through the valley and the shadow of

death to the resurrection morn, and was raised

again, "by might and by power," to royal splendor

and to a new course of beneficence. The hope of

the sun worshippers had full fruition.

The same allegory was used to represent the

apparent progress of the sun in the heavens as the

circling year brought the various seasons. The

four angles or corners of the square represented

the equinoxes and the solstices. As the sun ap-

peared ineach sign of the zodiac, he was regarded

as assuming the form of the being by which that

signwas pictured on the celestial chart. Thus, in

the sign of Taurus, he was worshipped by the un-

enlightened as a bull. The ancient sign of the

summer solstice was Leo (or lion), when the sun

reached the highest point, was exalted gloriously

to complete life and supremepower.

These ideas were also shown by a cross with an

image of the sun, represented as ahuman form of

various ages, placed at the four extremities. The

cross, thus at first used to teach physical, astro-

nomical truth, was afterward an instrument em-

ployed inmoralandreligious instruction.

Asman saw two kinds of forces and two forms

in nature, the active and passive, the male and

female, so, when he placed the image of the sun

triumphant in the zenith, beside him was figured

the "queen of heaven." But, since the philoso-

pher knew there could not be two distinct powers

on the throne, that law is the one governor through-

out the universe, these forms were separate down

to the waist only. They were two, and yet but

one. The Mosaic account of the creation of man

is probably drawn from this, being merely part of

anastronomical allegory.

During long ages, the multitude did the hard

work of building houses, cities, and temples, under

thecontrol of the few who were enabled to see the

light of truth and to obtain power. The masses

were not yet sufficiently educated to appreciate the

symbolic structure which typified the march of

time. As centuries passed, and through war and

social turmoil the true meaning of these types,

thus pictured in human form, was lost, so that

even those who were the ordinary, the recognized

teachers among men became ignorant guides of

the ignorant, "blind leaders of the blind," these

symbols, having come into the possession of unin-

structed persons, were misinterpreted; and the

astronomical history of the day and of the year

was presented as the actual history of creation in

general. The Biblical account of the creation of

the world appears to be an allegory of the day

coming forth from the deep darkness of night. In

the religious systems of the ancient Hindus and

Egyptians, the material sun, from being merely a

type of the Creator, one manifestation of the All-

powerful, became in men's minds very God, Law-

giver, Saviour.

Throughout all systems of religion (or, more cor-

rectly, of theology), the elements of this sun-alle-

gory, this astronomical symbolism, have been and

are the essential points. In the sun, the Hindus

adored Brahma, the personification of the creator

of light, the genius of good; while Siva repre-

sented the opposing power of darkness, and was

the genius of evil. The Persians revered the good

principle and feared the bad. The case was the

same with the Chinese. In the same way, the

Egyptians regarded Osiris and Typhon as antago-

nistic forces of good and evil. In like manner, the

Hebrews worshipped the one God, Jehovah (or

Yahweh),anddreaded the powers of opposing evil.
Substantially, the same is true of the religious sys-

tems of Greece, Rome, the peoples of Northern

Europe, the Mound-builders, ancient Peru and

Mexico, the Zuñi Indians, and the Hawaiians.

The so-called gods of the ancient and of the

Eastern worlds, which played such singular parts

in the theological systems of these various coun-

tries, and whose existence is yet believed in by

many communities of the Western world, were

merely physical elements and powers of nature.

By the inherent qualities and natural tendencies

of the human mind and through the necessary

mechanism of language, some have become personi-

fied. In some instances, their origin may have

been due to the worship of individuals, a sort of

hero-worship, in which men were supposed to be

incarnations of come part of the forces of the uni-

verse.
Ancestor worship is also a probable source.

The theological dogmas about the origin of the

world, nature of God or deity, apparition of his

person in visible form, revelation of his laws, are

simply figurative narrations of static, progressive,

celestial, and terrestrial phenomena, such as are

seen at the present time.

To the ancient Egyptians were known four prin-

cipalstars, which formed in the heavens, or celestial

sphere, an "oblong square." Acasket of the same

shape, and made of hewn stone, has been found in

the central chamber of the Great Pyramid ; and

this peculiarly shaped vessel existed at least fifteen

hundred years before the time of Moses.

Scientific research, as well as tradition, has ten-

tatively located the birthplace of the human race

near the mountains of Central Asia. From this

location, man could have seen the sun, at mid-

summer, the time of his greatest power, rise in the

north-east, ascend in regal majesty to the zenith,

and occupy the kingly throne. Then began the de-

cline toward the west; and, at the close of day, he

sank into the death of night. Each new appear-

ance of the morning sun was a new birth, a resur-

rection of the slain god, to become the life of

earth, and of all that live in or of the earth. In

like manner, man himself comes forth from this

homestead, the "north-east corner or angle" of the

world, and proceeds south and to the west. The

individual passes into the valley of night, into the

place of the departed ; but the race, the highest

work of nature, of God, goes on,-ever onward

and upward in mind-life, in the search after per-

fect light, for truth most pure.

It is written that in the Garden of Eden were

four rivers, one going toward Havilah (which

means land of gold or of light, thatis, high noon

or midsummer), one toward Ethiopia (midnight

or deep winter), the third toward the east of

Assyria; "and the fourth river is Euphrates "

(west). This is evidently an allegorical picture

of the earth in relation to the day and the year.

Among different men and with diverse peoples,

these images of the sun at four distinct points, in

course of time, came to be regarded as so many

independent individualities. Being placed oppo-

sitely, they were considered antagonists. Hence,

the mid-day sun was enemy to him of midnight.

Morning and evening were hostile to each other.

They became, likewise, four kings. Then fol-

lowed, in human imagination, all the hosts which

may be supposed to constitute the courts of mon-

archs or may be used to represent the various

qualities with which man felt himself endowed ;

and these formed the armies of Paradise and of

Pluto's regions. They fought ; and there were

"wars in heaven," on earth, and in Hades.

The ancient astronomical plan also showed mid-

summer as a beautiful woman at the high point-

where were knowledge and power-in the heavens,

where the gods were supposed to dwell, according

to religious systems of ancient and modern times.

The bearded manwas at the opposite point. In

Adam and Eve, this idea is represented. The

woman invites the man to come up,-to approach

the tree of knowledge. In their union is typified

the seed-time ofspring. The year passes on. Au-

tumn comes with its fruitfulness ; and, later, win-

ter, when earth, in the northern hemisphere, loses

its warmth and verdure. From these occurrences

arose thoughts of nakedness, shame, sin, and the

curse of trangression; but the promise of new life

was given, and fulfilled with the returning year.

From this imagery has grown a host of theogo-

nies. Adam, thus typifying the sun, is made to

grow old, and to go down into the valley of death ;

but, even as the sun, he goes on, passes through

the place of departed spirits, is raised, resurrected

to a new life, appears as the new Adam, and again

ascends the heavens as the victorious god of day,-

the lord of all.

In the "Book of the Law," it is written, "He

placed at the east of the Garden of Eden cherubim

and a flaming sword, which turn every way to

keep the way of the tree of life." Is not this a

type of the sun that gives light to the world,

which drives awaydarkness ? In the moral world,

by this we may see typified the sword of justice,

both human and divine. In the same manner

may be symbolized speech "sharper than a two-

edged sword," which is powerful to search out and

spread abroad the light itself,-truth.

In ancient (as well as modern) Eastern lan-

guages, which were very free in the use of hyper-

bole, the terms which we represent by "life" and

"death" were not so limited as commonly under-

stood. They were general forms of speech for

rewards and punishments. "Ye shall surely die,"

meant, "Ye shall decrease from this time, shall

suffer, and finally pass away."

Cain and Abel are symbols of the opposing

powers of darkness and light, of evil and good.

In the allegory as represented by the story of

Noah, the ark is winter, or the night of the year.

The flood may represent merely the rainy season

(in that country). The veil which Moses spread

out to hide the exceeding brightness of the divine

presence is typical of material nature which con-

ceals the true, the spirit God from the mind

devoid of light. The legend of Samson, who is

said to have been weak when beardless (that is,

the young day or year), but strong when his beard

was grown and his hair long (that is, declin-

ing day, the old year, mature time), is a form of

the same allegory. Compare herewith the legend

of the Chaldean Izdubar. Another instance is that

of the story of Herod and John the Baptist, in

which the representative of the region of darkness

kills the personified sun, and even tries, by the

slaughter of the innocents, toprevent the rising to

power of the next child of light, as the subsequent

part of the narrative shows ; but this one escaped

by the "flight to Egypt" till "his time had come."

(To be continued. )

1In this paper, masonry is taken as a type of systemic

religions : another of the various ancient or modernmodes

ofworship or service-religions-maybe used instead.

2To the rational observer, God is in nature as mind is in

man.

3The monarchs of ancient Peru were reverenced as chil-

dren of the sun.

The Zuñi Indians of New Mexico, United States of

America, in their ceremonies of religious initiation, caused

the candidate to kneel at an altar, and to "face the east."

An object was used which became an"instrument of tor-

ture to the flesh." He was caused to undergo great pain,

to test his endurance. He was clothed in a peculiar inan-

ner. Incense was used (this is done in Spanish lodges).

They worshipped the sun at its rising and at the vernal
equinox.

Among the native tribes and peoples of West Africa,

near the Gulf of Guinea, there were practised in 1882

certain religious ceremonies which seemed indecent to the

casual, uninitiated English observer; but these were

merely remnants of more complete rites, the symbolic

meaning of which is at once understood when their origin

is traced to Egypt and India.

5 The legend of the Hawaiians, in regard to the creation

of woman, is the same as that in Genesis, and occurs in

the ancient form of their language. Their temples are

parallelogram ; that is, "oblong squares."
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" PHILOSOPHY OF THE UNCONSCIOUS. " *

Now that Hartmann's great work, which gained at

once such great popularity and made so profound a

stir among thinking people in Germany, has been put

within reach of the English-reading public, they

will have the opportunity to acquaint themselves

with the highly original and novel philosophic views

of this independent and fearless inquirer into the

principles upon which all the phenomena of our con-

scious experience rest.

The three volumes composing this translation were

the fruits of Mr. Hartmann's studies into the nature

of the ultimate principle which forms the basis and

goal of inquiry of all systems of philosophy; and it

adds to their interest that they were written out by

him with no other view than to satisfy his own

intellectual cravings for truth, and without a thought

of external consequences arising therefrom, either

personal or material, remaining inhis desk for a year

without thought of publication.

The systems of the great German metaphysical

thinkers had failed to satisfy the growing needs of

the philosophic minds in that country, in conse-

quence of the enlargement of our psychologic knowl-

edge of sentient and mental phenomena, when in

1869 Hartmann launched the first edition of his most

remarkable and unique philosophical work upon the

public; and the great avidity and favor with which it

was received sufficiently attest that a new applica-

tion of speculative reasoning was demanded by minds

enlightened with the more profound, accurate, and

wider views which these new scientific discoveries

hadbrought. That work, which has now reached its

ninth edition, forms the present translation, and is

the same as the first, with additions in the appendix.

Scientific investigation had developed the fact that,

underlying all our conscious experience, a vast realm

ofunconscious psychical processes was going on, and

that in this domain we must look for a philosophic

explanation of conscious phenomena. These vol-

umes of Hartmann's may be regarded as the first

great attempt to formulate these facts of science into

a system of philosophy. In this work, he has made a

vast advance on the one-sided metaphysical systems

of the previous great German thinkers by basing his

inquiries on the inductive method so prolific in all

scientific inquiry along with the deductive.

The grand desideratum of all philosophies has been

to unite the material and sentient, soul and ideas,

with matter and laws. All the extant metaphysical

systems have made no real advance in this direction.

Hartmann claims that the "Philosophy of the Uncon-

scious" bridges this chasm in showing the identity

and fundamental unity of mind and matter. Will

really means force, and matter without force is un-

thinkable, of which it must be a result, or the points

where forces counterbalance each other.

To make a brief statement of the main idea of his

system, and of what is meant by the "Philosophy of

the Unconscious," it may be said that the underlying

cause of all phenomena, both sentient and material ,

is intrinsically endowed with all the psychical proper-

ties, qualities, and attributes which are possessed by

sentient and conscious life, but existing in an origi-

nal, unconscious condition, and are brought into in-

dividual consciousness through the evolution and

interactions of principles contained in this absolute

realm of unconscious being. These principles in their

original character are Will and Idea, which become

in consciousness Will and Representation. From

their union, all the phenomena of conscious and un-

conscious life are evolved. In elucidating this idea,

he ranges over all the great fields of human inquiry,

and in the first of the three great divisions of the

work traces the manifestations of the unconscious

psychical principle through all the phases of bodily

life, including a most interesting section on instinct,

which he describes as "purposive action without

consciousness of the purpose," and that it can only

be explained "as a result of unconscious mental ac-

tivity." The second division treats of the action of

the unconscious in the human mind, including its

operation in Instinct, Sexual Love, in Feeling, in

Character and Morality, in the Esthetic Judgment

and in Artistic Production, in the Origin of Language,

in Thought, in Mysticism, and in History.

*PHILOSOPHY OF THE UNCONSCIOUS. By Eduard von

Hartmann. Speculative Results according to the Methods

of Physical Science. Authorized Translation by William

Chatterton Coupland, M.A. , B.Sc. In three volumes.
New York : Macmillan & Co. 1884.

The third division treats of the Metaphysics of the

Unconscious, in which he shows himself a master in

the domain of speculative inquiry, and capable of

making flights in the realms of abstract thought

equal to Kant, Fichte, Schelling, or Hegel, with the

added advantage of a system that is not hampered by

basing all its conclusions upon an introspective point

of view, but draws its facts from all sources. Indeed,

he claims that the principles enunciated by these

thinkers cannot be properly understood nor made

logically intelligible without supplementing them by

the basis furnished by the "Philosophy of the Uncon-

scious ." This it is which forms the core of their

systems; this principle it is which alone constitutes

and interprets Spinoza's " Universal Substance, "

Fichte's "Absolute Ego," Schelling's "Absolute Sub-

ject-Object," Hegel's "Absolute Idea," and Schopen-

hauer's "Will," and their analogues in other systems

of philosophy, which are nothing else but this uncon-

scious substratum of Will and Idea, Force and Form,

which upholds the vast fabric of the universe, and

impels into life all its phenomena. But not only

does this philosophy embrace, interpret, and explain

the ultimate conclusions of all the metaphysical sys-

tems, but it is equally in accord with all the teach-

ings of science, and thereby reconciles and unites

these two great opposing schools of thought.

As this work of Hartmann's becomes better known

in this country, there is no question but it will obtain

a large circle of readers; for no philosophic work so

interesting has ever before been published. The

pessimistic views incorporated in chapter thirteen of

the work, although of a very moderate type, have

been emphasized and made the chief point of attack

upon his system by English critics heretofore; but

the general verdict of the ablest of his more recent

critics and reviewers is that they have no organic

connection whatever with his philosophy, and do not

flow logically from its general principles. His criti-

cisms and interpretations of previous philosophical

systems, from the stand-point of his own principles,

such as those of Plato, Spinoza, Schelling, Hegel, and

several others, are exceedingly interesting and valu-

able.

But, while this work must prove of such surpassing

interest to all thinking readers, the question spon-

taneously comes up, What is its value and true place

as a philosophical explanation of the great "Prob-

lem of Life" ? Its phenomena are an immeasurable

ocean, as it were, of processes which seem to indicate

purpose and the most consummate knowledge, in-

genuity, and skill which no conscious intellect of ours

has ever begun to fathom, simulating an intelligence

before which any that we consciously possess sinks

into insignificance. The unconscious physiological

processes going on in all animal and human organ-

isms display the most perfect adaptation and dis-

crimination in constructing, renovating, and repair-

ing, and in carrying every minutest chemical atom

to its appropriate place in the animal economy; and

these processes go on without conscious volition just

as accurately and well during sleep as when we are

awake, and even better; in the lowest savage as

inthe most enlightened and cultured man. But still

more wonderful unconscious processes are going on

in the cultured human mind. All the contents of a

life-long memory lie latent and unconscious some-

where in our psychical being. Not only this, but all

thatgoes to make up our conscious being, our charac-

ters, proclivities, sentiments, feelings, and thoughts ,

with the memory of what these were during our

whole conscious experience,-of all these and all that

we are, not a hundredth part comes into conscious-

ness at any one time, and only when they do can

they have any conscious existence, so far as we are

concerned. But they must still exist intact in some

condition. Do not these facts indicate that all the

phenomena of conscious life are a "becoming" out of

unconscious conditions of being ? This view is the

only one that escapes logical contradictions which

have beset and proved fatal to every other metaphysi-

cal system thus far. The most towering and gigantic

of these-that of Hegel-imposes certain prior condi-

tions upon which all self-consciousness must logically

rest, that of correlative opposite conditions whose

tensions toward and into each other culminate as

consciousness. Hence, his philosophy, while explic-

itly assuming that these prerequisite conditions are

consciously created, implicitly and really bases con-

sciousness upon priorlyunconscious conditions equally

with that of Hartmann. FRANKLIN SMITH.

THE STAR FISH.

For The Index .

In his recent lecture on the Star-fish before the

Parker Memorial Science Class, Mr. Peter Annet

gave some interesting facts respecting this lowly form

of life, which, he said, furnished an excellent illustra-

tion that "all existing forms of life are the result of

antecedent forms." Though this little creature has a

simple structure, it has played an important part in

the world's history. It is found in nearly every sea

and at all depths. It is also found in nearly every geo

logical formation, back to the very dawn of life on

our planet. The common star-fish, Aster rubens, has

been known to all the peoples who have ever lived

near the seashore; and strange myths and marvels

have woven themselves about its curious form, and

even Pliny has calumniated the poor aster. But a

change has taken place on the seashore of late, that

has driven away the myth, and brought the star-fish

under the keenest scrutiny of nineteenth century sci-

ence; for it has taken to eating oysters,-like a true

American, and caused enormous losses to the oyster

planters of Long Island Sound and elsewhere. So

now comes the question, What is a star-fish, its

place in the scale of life, and its relation to other

creatures ?

The form of the ordinary aster is familiar to most

people; and it seems a very simple one, consisting of

calcareous base, with five radiate fingers, points, or

rays, with a series of tubercules on the convex side,

and a bright carmine spot on one side of the base,

which forms an eye of lowly organization. On the

under or concave side is situated the mouth, in the

centre of the base, surrounded with a series of bony

spikes; and down the middle of each ray is a canal,

or cavity, in which the feet are placed.

The nervous system consists of a white cord that

encircles the disc, and extends to the end of each ray,

where it forms an eye of feeble character. Like some

other members of the same family, the polyps, the

aster can grow a new ray, if he loses one, or all five

rays, if need be; but a ray dies when broken off, and

cannot, as some have supposed, produce a star-fish

The method of reproduction is peculiar to the family

and is well worthy of study. It is neither by alternate

generation nor metamorphosis, but partakes of the

character of both. The young of the aster have been

mistaken for various other forms of life by different

naturalists, so unlike at certain stages of growth is

theparent to the offspring.

They arrive at maturity in about fourteen years,

though spawn is sometimes obtained from them at six

and seven years of age. The period of their quickest

and freest growth is during the fourth year. The prin-

ciple on which the aster is constructed is thatof water

canals, or hydraulics, and is shown to perfection in

the ambulacra, which are formed on the same basis as

one of our "latest inventions," patented as a "suction

pump." On the inner side of the ray is a series of

crystalline spheres extending over its entire length.

On pressing one of these spheres, a tiny tube is pro-

jècted, almost transparent, with a globular termina-

tion. The globe touches a stone, and on the with-

drawal of the fluid a vacuum is formed by the globe,

and through the powers of suction clings to the stone,

and the star draws itself along. If the star is al-

lowed to attach himself to the finger-nail, and then

is lifted up, he has no power to let go, so true is the

disc of the tiny globe. And so he hangs until the

little tentacles break and let him fall.

These animals destroy the oyster by simply wrap-

ping themselves round it and waiting for the stupid

bivalve to open his mouth, whereupon the star in-

serts his foot,"and begins to suck the poor oyster out

of house and home with the facility of a 'Tombs law-

yer. " It has been maintained by some observers

that the star injects a poisonous fluid into the oyster's

shell, by which the oyster is killed; but this assertion

has not been proven.

The nearest relation of the star is the echinoderm,

or sea urchin, a spheroidal form of star-fish common

on the Florida coast as well as up the Mediterranean,

and many other places. Between this Echinus and

the star there is every form of life, quaint enough

some of them are; and between the Aster rubens and

the Comatula, or feather star, there are also corre-

sponding similarities, which bring us to the fact that

the star family began life on stems, as sea lilies, or

encrinites, which fact was first discovered by a Mr.

Davies in Cork Harbor, in 1823. But it has remained

for believers in the theory of evolution to follow this
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out step by step, till we find the beautiful sea lily,

Pentacrinus, blooming on the ancient sea bottoms of

auearly world, having in itself the elements of the

perfect aster of to-day, including thevery form and

likeness marked in each joint of its calcareous stem.

So thatwe are carried by this star-fish step by step

back to the very dawn of life on our planet, and that

not by poetic flight, but by the unerring facts of in-

ductive science; for in this almost infinite chain we

have no "missing links," but we are brought face to

face with the fact that the lowly star and his cri-

noidal relatives have built our limestone mountains,

andgiven us ornamental "encrinital marbles" for our

drawing-rooms and palaces, andhave endured through

ages that make the humanmind falter in its hopeless

endeavor to reduce them to terms ofyears, andbrings

us at last to say that "it passeth all understanding."

But one thing we may speculate on with something

of humility is that this lowlyform of life which has

preceded the human race by so many countless ages

will by its very lowliness exist still for countless ages

when man has passed from the scene, and our na-

tion, our language, our temples, and our tombs have

perished.

CORRESPONDENCE.

WILLIAM STAFFORD.

Editors of The Index:-

Amemorial gathering of the friends of the late

William Stafford of Southwark, England, was held

at the Southwark Radical Club on Sunday, Sept.14,

1884, Mr. Stafford having died on September 4 in

his forty-eighth year. Mr. Stafford was for a long

timeamember of the South Place Congregation, and

wasanactive worker in political and social matters.

Addresses were delivered by Mr. Stafford's four

oldest friends and co-workers, Mr. J. B. Medland,

Mr. W. E. Fielding, Mr. Mark H. Judge, and Mr.

F. W. Souther.

Mr. Mark H. Judge, in his address, said it was a

melancholy satisfaction to be permitted to pay his

tribute to the worth of his dear friend William Staf-

ford. They were met on an occasion when the words

ofWilliam Gaskell would give appropriate expres-

sion to the thoughts they all had of their departed

friend:-

"Calmly, calmly lay him down!

Hehath fought the noble fight;

He hath battled for the right;

Hehath won the unfading crown.

"Memories, all too bright for tears,

Crowd around us from the past.

Faithful toiled he to the last,

Faithful tarough unflagging years."

Itwas twenty years ago that he first made the

acquaintance of Mr. Stafford. This acquaintance

began in a railway train on the return journey of

a Sunday excursion to Hastings, they having both

taken that opportunity of getting away from the dull

and dreary streets of our metropolis. From that time

to theday of Mr. Stafford's death, they had been the

closest friends; and for years they were as closely

connected in public work, until circumstances led to

their residing at a considerable distance from each

other. He was associated with Mr. Stafford at the

time referred to by Mr. Fielding, when George Odger

contested the borough of Southwark, and when for

the first time it was made manifest that entrance to

the House of Commons was no longer to be debarred

to artisan workmen of intelligence and capacity.

The moral victory then achieved by George Odger

was mainly due to the untiring energy and enthusi-

asm of William Stafford,-enthusiasm for a principle,

not a man,-a principle of which George Odger was

undoubtedly the ablest representative and exponent.

George Odger opened the doors of the House of Com-

mons to the artisan workmen of England, and it was

the work of William Stafford which enabled Mr.

Odger to achieve this honorable distinction. Thus,

the work of their friend would have a direct influence

onthe future of England. Of what his influence had

been in Southwark itself they had already heard.

Though one of the founders of the club in which they

were assembled, Mr. Stafford was prevented from at-

tending the inaugural meeting. In consequence of ill

healthat the time, Mr. Staffordwas on a visit to him

in Cornwall; but his friends in Southwark were not

forgotten, and the green lanes and hedges of that dis-

tant county were made to contribute to the decora-

tion of their club house onthe opening night.

The present gathering was especially gratifying to

himafter the inappropriate ceremony which attended

the funeral of him who was the centre of their

thoughts that morning,-one whose life had been so

full of work and hope, and whose departure from the

scene of his labors would, he trusted, direct their

attention to the solemn matter of the burial of the

dead.

The orthodox discourse delivered at the grave in

Norwood Cemetery on the 8th of September was alto-

gether out of harmony with the life and work of him

to whom the clergyman thought his words had refer-

ence, and it gave pain to the great majority of his

friends on that account. The fact that this discourse

had sincebeen printed in the public press emphasized

the impropriety of the whole proceedings. He hoped

the publication of this theological discourse in con-

nection with the burial of their departed friend

would remind all who are imbued with the scientific

spirit that they owe a duty to themselves and to the

principles they hold,-a duty to which they are not

true, when they allow the more serious events of their

lives to be directed by preachers whose doctrines it is

the purpose of their lives to disprove. In marriage,

in the naming of our children, and in consigning our

dead to their last resting-place, let all see to it that

nothing is done which is contrary to the principles of

the persons concerned. Out of respect alike for theo-

logical opinions as well as for those who in life have

been unable to accept them, the separation existing

in life should be maintained in death. He felt sure

that his friend Stafford, could he do so, would thor-

oughly indorse that opinion; and he hoped that, in

so far as it was possible, all would leave behind them

some expression of desire that their burial mightbe

conducted in a manner that would be in harmony

with their lives, so that their departure from this

world, as we know it, may be a consistent termina-

tion of the life that has gone before.
In conclusion, Mr. Judge said that Leigh Hunt's

"Abou Ben Adhem" was an early William Staf-

ford who

"Awoke one night from adeep dream of peace,

Andsaw within the moonlight in his room,

Making it rich, and like a lily in bloom,

An angel, writing in a book ofgold.

Exceeding peace had made Ben Adhem bold,

Andto the presence in the room he said,

'Whatwritest thou ?' The vision raised its head,

And, with a look made of all sweet accord,

Answered, 'The names ofthose who love the Lord.'

'And is mine one?' said Abou. 'Nay, not so,'

Replied the angel. Abou spoke more low,

Butcheerly still, and said, 'I pray thee. then,

Write me as one that loves his fellow-men .'

"The angel wrote, and vanished. The next night

Itcame again with a great wakening light,

And showedthe names whomlove of God had blessed,

And, lo ! Ben Adhem's name led all the rest." *

In a letter not originally designed for publication,

Mr. Allen Pringle, a prominent Canadian Liberal,

thus writes us in regard to his mother, Mrs. Lock-

wood Pringle, who recently died at his residence at

Selby, Ont. , at the age of seventy-three:-

"Although a Christian, she was a woman of broad

and liberal views, and utterly rejected the orthodox

doctrine of eternal punishment. Her distinguishing

qualities were firmness, indomitable perseverance, in-

dustry, frugality, a perfect uprightness of character

and conduct without a shadow of turning, and a very

clear and analytical intellect. Her latter years

were strongly marked by deep thought and reflection,

with a seriousness amounting to sadness; and she

said very little on religious or theological questions.

Being well versed in ecclesiastical history and Bibli-

cal theology, with a strong intellect, her replies in

conversation to attacks upon the Bible and Christi-

anity were the very best that could be made, but at

the same time were made with great moderation, and

were rather suggested than asserted or affirmed. My

firm conviction is that, during the latter years of

my mother's life, there was a long mental struggle

(quiet and sad) between the religious faith into

which she had been educated, and lived in its best

and most rational aspect for fifty years, and an en-

lightened intellect which logically condemned that

faith. Herdeparted children-my deceased brothers

-towhom she was fondly attached as a mother, she

longed to meet again in the future; and hence the

complexion of this mental struggle,-the strong and

tender, maternal yearnings refusing to listen to the

cruel though irrepressible voice of intellect against

the probabilities of a future existence. Iwould

notwrencha harmless mental comfort from a living

soul, much less from the aged parent in the sad twi-

light of a long and good life. For my own part,

whatever my feelings may be to the contrary, Ican

see no proof, and very little evidence, for any future

life. It is possible, but it does not seem to me at all

probable. That it is a sad, sad thought that the

parting from the loved ones at the grave is final, no

believer in immortality need remind us. I, for one,

feel it and realize it. Butwe can onlyturn our

faces sadly away from the dead, again approach the

living, and bravely resume the many duties of life."

...

BOOK NOTICES.

THE DESTINY OF MAN VIEWED IN THE LIGHT OF HIS

ORIGIN. By John Fiske. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin

&Co. New York: 11 East Seventeenth Street. The

Riverside Press, Cambridge. 1884. pp. 119. Price

$1.00.

The essay read by Mr. Fiske before the Concord

School last summerhas been expanded by the author,

and is given to the public in this handsome little

volume. The main portion of the essay is devoted to

setting forth the teachings of evolution within the

province accessible to investigation and to the discus-

sion of questions which lie within the scope of scien-

tific inquiry.

Man, Mr. Fiske argues, is a modifieddescendant of

lower forms, belonging"as a genus to the catarrhine

family of apes,""doubtless descendedfrom acommon

stock of primates, back to which we may also trace

the converging pedigrees of monkeys and lemurs ,

until their ancestry becomes indistinguishable from

that of rabbits and squirrels,"-a conclusion Mr. Fiske

thinks as little likely to be gainsaid as the Coperni-

can astronomy is to be replaced by the concentric

spheres of Dante's heaven.

The Darwinian theory, by showing how the perfect-

ing of man is the goal toward which Nature's work

has been tending, enlarges the significance of human

life, and makes it seem more than ever the chief

object of the activities of the universe. With the

enormous psychical difference between man and the

group of animals to which is traceable his pedigree ,

due to growth of brain, upright posture, and other

anatomical changes with correlative mental changes ,

the bodily life became subordinated to the intel-

lectual, necessitating future progress through psy-

chical variations in the one particular species,-man.

"Not the production of any higher creature, but the

perfecting of Humanity, is to be the glorious consum-

mation of Nature's long and tedious work." The

destinies of all other creatures are becoming more

and more dependent upon man's will. Natural selec-

tion is being gradually subordinated to man's rational

choice.

"Whence came the soul," Mr. Fiske says, "we no

more know than we know whence came the uni-

verse." It is, however, correlated with the brain

and nervous system. "The gulfby which the lowest

knownman is separated from the highest known ape

consists in the great increase of his cerebral surface,

with the accompanying intelligence, and in the very

long duration of his infancy." The view which Mr.

Fiske propounds unmistakably implies, and he in

some of his writings maintains, as Darwin and Spen-

cer do, that human intelligence is the product of

modifications of lower intelligence; but, in this vol-

ume, the language of which it seems to us is rather

temporizing, while the implication is evident enough,

the statement of the conclusion is omitted.

The chapters on "The Origins of Society and of

Morality" and "Improvableness of Man," although

brief, are comprehensive and suggestive, as are the

chapters which indicate how universal warfare was

first checked by the beginnings of industrial civiliza-

tion, and how natural selection upon man is being

continually diminished through theoperation ofsocial

conditions.

The transcendental implications of the teachings of

evolution are reserved for the sequel. The author

says that there are no data for a scientific demonstra-

tionof the immortality of the soul. Cerebral physi-
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ology says nothing about another life. But the

assumption "that the life ofthe soul accordingly ends

with the life of the body is the most colossal instance

of baseless assumption that is known to the history

of philosophy." But the question is whether man's

conscious identitysurvives bodily dissolution; and on

this point, equally with materialists, he is in doubt.

Mr. Fiske says, "With his illegitimate hypothesis of

annihilation, the materialist transgresses the bounds

of experience quite as widely as the poet who sings of

the New Jerusalem, with its river of life and its

streets of gold. Scientifically speaking, there is not a

particle of evidence for either view." What Mr.

Fiske by this statement means is, of course,that there

is no scientific evidence either for a belief in a future

state or against the belief; but, instead of saying this ,

he uses phraseology which makes him appear to limit

his denial of scientific evidence to the "hypothesis of

annihilation" on the one hand, and of "the New

Jerusalem, with its rivers of life and its streets of

gold," on the other.

Mr. Fiske proceeds to say that while the doctrine of

immortality does not admit of scientific proof, yet he

accepts it " as a supreme act of faith in the reasonable-

ness of God's work." If one believes that there is a

Supreme Intelligence that directs the operations of

Nature, and under whose guidance man has been

evolved from the lowest organic forms, it is not

unreasonable to say that his belief carries with it

some implication, some slight moral probability, at

least, that physical death is not the end of human

consciousness. This is the only reason Mr. Fiske

gives for his belief in immortality. It is a very old

one, and still has great weight with many broad

thinkers . But how he can reconcile the statement

just quoted with his repeated efforts in other works

to show that morality, volition, purpose, intelligence ,

and consciousness are qualities which the thinker has

no right to ascribe to the Ultimate Reality, it is not

easy to understand. Did he not claim to be still in

accord with Mr. Spencer on this point, we should

think his views had recently undergone a radical

change.

"The greatest philosopher of modern times," says

ourauthor, "the master and teacher of all who shall

study the process of evolution for many a day to

come, holds that the conscious soul is not the product

of a collocation of material particles, but is in the

deepest sense a divine effluence. According to Mr.

Spencer, the divine energy which is manifested

throughout the knowable universe is the same energy

that wells up in us as consciousness. Speaking for

myself, I can see no insuperable difficulty in the

notion that at some period in the evolution of human-

ity this divine spark may have acquired sufficient

concentration and steadiness to survive the wreck of

material forms and endure forever. Such a crowning

wonder seems to me no more than the fit climax to a

creative work that has been ineffably beautiful and

marvellous in all its myriad stages ."

Mr. Fiske is of course entirely correct in saying

Mr. Spencer "holds that the conscious soul is not the

product of a collocation of material particles," but

the statement that he holds it "is in the deepest sense

a divine effluence" is liable to mislead those who are

unfamiliar with his writings . Mr. Spencer holds that

the intelligence of the lower animals is not the product

of collocations of matter. And, in the same sense in

which it is affirmed that he holds the conscious soul

AN OUTLINE OF THE FUTURE RELIGION OF THE WORLD,

with a Consideration of the Facts and Doctrines on

which it will probably be based. By T. Lloyd

Stanley. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 27 & 39

West Twenty-third Street. pp. 538. 1884. Price

$3.00. (For sale by Cupples, Upham & Co.)

The object of this volume is to furnish a basis for

religious faith and practice that will endure when

theological criticism shall have completed its work, in

showing the frail foundation of many of the dogmatic

beliefs which have long swayed the minds of men.

The author does not claim to be an original investi-

gator; but he gives the results of the investigations of

others in regard to the great religions and religious

teachers of the past, with much fulness of infor-

mation and in a painstaking and scholarly manner.

The four great religious philosophers and founders of

religion, he says, who shall exercise, and probably

will ever exercise, vast influence over the minds of

men, were Manu (or the author of the earlier Vedas),

Moses, the Hebrew lawgiver, Gautama, and Jesus.

Doctrines and narratives in the Jewish and Christian

Scriptures are freely criticised, always in a catholic

and kindly spirit, and generally with judiciousness

and discrimination .

The author is a theist, and a confident believer in

the immortality of the soul. He holds that future

religion must take the direction of greater spiritual-

ity and intellectuality; that it will rest mainly on the

teachings of Jesus,"relieved from the incubus of the

marvellous andthe legendary." The disciples of other

religions, including "the cosmopolitan Israelite, the

disciple of Zoroaster, and even the proud Mohamme-

dan, strong in the confidence of his pure monotheism,

will," Mr. Stanley thinks, "gladly acknowledge the

pre-eminent superiority of the teaching and the life-

example of the Nazarene, when no longer required to

accept the repulsive dogma of a complex Deity, and

when the great teachers of these great world-faiths

are by Christians admitted to honor as the Master's

worthy coadjutors in the work of bringing to pass

upon earth the true kingdom of the one God, the

reign of his Father and of man's Father, of his God

and the God of the universe ."

The essential truths of religion being recognized,

including the conception that "all lives form part of

one endlessly progressive universe life, culminating

in Supreme Mind," the incrustrations of superstition

upon the simplicity of truth will be cast into the

rubbish heap of time; organized and official priest-

hoods will be regarded as unnecessary; the "sin-

cerely pious members of the clerical fraternity will

become working philanthropists or lecturers on mo-

rality, religious philosophy, and science"; churches

willbecome art museums, lecture halls, and colleges ,

yet always remaining favorite homes of silent com-

munion, prayerful meditation, and the worship of

the heart; wealth and education will become more

diffused, and governments more republican; woman's

sphere will be enlarged; marriage will be entered

into earlier; divorce seldom resorted to, and subject

to restrictive legislation; monopoly and the accumu-

lation of enormous fortunes will be prevented; em-

ployés will more and more share in the profits of

successful business; brotherhood will become more

general and heartfelt; and nations, under the influ-

ence of a realized altruism, will become more and

more like the states of one great commonwealth.

Our author's disposition is extremely hopeful and

optimistic. May his expectations be realized.-B. F. U.

DAILY STRENGTH FOR DAILY NEEDS. Selected by the

editor of Quiet Hours. Boston: Roberts Brothers .

1884. Price $1.00.

By religious people, this book will be welcomed as

is a "divine effluence," it may also be said that he

believes not only the intelligence of the dog, but the

sensation of the worm is a "divine effluence . " We

may go farther, and say that, with quite as much

accuracy, it can be affirmed that Mr. Spencer regards | giving, in addition to the Scripture selections for each

the entire universe as a"divine effluence," since he

holds that it is the same Ultimate Reality that is

manifested to us subjectively and objectively.

With such questions as how modifications of life

and intelligence, under natural law, could have re-

sulted in the evolution of an immortal being from one

thatwas mortal, or indeed whether man's ancestors,

from the ape down, were mortal or immortal, Mr.

Fiske does not attemptto deal. He contents himself

with arguing against a dogmatic materialism, which

indeedhas no adherents among great thinkers to-day,

and expressing belief in immortality as a moral prob-

ability . The essay is in Mr. Fiske's best style, marred

only by expressions which, used by an orthodox

Christian, would be consistent, but in a work by

the author of Cosmic Philosophy seem somewhat out

ofplace.
B. F. U.

day of the year and accompanying verse, often com-

monplace and familiar, such as has too frequently

marred the "Daily Food" type of devotional books ,

some new and fresh selections from the best writers

of this and previous generations . Atext of Scripture,

averse or stanza of poetry, and a prose quotation, all

in the same line of thought are given to each day of

the year. The editor in her selections quotes from

over one hundred standard authors, ranging from

Marcus Aurelius, in the second century, to George

Eliot, Frances Power Cobbe, and Thomas Carlyle,

of the nineteenth .

BREAD-MAKING. By T. N. T. New York: G. P. Put-

nam's Sons. 1884. Price 50 cents . "Handy Vol-

ume Series ."

Good bread is indeed "the staff of life" to many;

and, although we maysympathize with the old farmer

who, whendying,being told by his pastor that "man

does not live by bread alone," murmured, "No, in-

deed, he needs a few vegetables," yet, in view of the

many failures by professional bakers as well as house-

wives to produce good bread, such a book as this, con-

taining careful directions and rules by which such a

result is attainable, is well worth careful perusal.

ON A MARGIN: AStory of These Times. New York :

Fords, Howard & Hulbert. 1884. Price, cloth

binding, $1.25.

We have here a story of Wall Street, New York,

and of Washington, D.C., of stock speculation, mod-

ern money-making, love, crime, and worldliness.

None of its heroes or heroines are perfect or even

admirable. The style is unique, interesting, and

tantalizing. Its author, who chooses to remain in-

cognito, is said to be a brilliant and experienced

writer, who portrays life with masterly skill .

WAIFS AND WANDERINGS. A Novel. By Samuel P.

Putnam. New York: Truth-Seeker Co. Cloth.

Price $1.00 .

This volume of nearly two hundred pages has

all the material necessary for a romance,-a beauti-

ful girl whose birth is hid in mystery and afterward

revealed, a love story, the pomp and circumstance

of war, a sensational plot and thrilling dénouement

in which the horrors of slavery and the troubles of

miscegenation are vividly depicted.

THE table of contents of the Unitarian Review for

November is as follows : " The Right Seed," by

Rev. James Freeman Clarke; "What New England

Congregationalism really meant," by Rev. J. H.

Allen; " Cookery and Health," by Edward Jarvis ,

M.D.; "Man and Religion," by Rev. George W.

Cooke; "Michael Servetus," by Rev. S. C. Beach;

and "Bits of English History from the Manuscripts ,"

by William B. Weeden. "The Editors' Note-book"

treats of"Theological and Political Repentance and

Forgiveness" ; and, in "Things at Home and Abroad,"

Mrs. Lowe has something to say in regard to "The

Life of Frederick Denison Maurice," of "Home Mat-

ters," and "English Movements."

EACH new issue of Wide Awake is always a new

surprise and an added testimony to the good taste

and good sense of its editors and publishers. The

November number just received is no exception to

this rule. Its stories, poems, and illustrations are all

of superior excellence. We have room to note only

a few of the best known names among the contribu-

tors to this number, such as "H. H.," Edward Ever-

ett Hale, Mrs. Jessie Benton Fremont, Sarah W.

Whitman, Dr. Felix L. Oswald, Rose G. Kingsley

(daughter of Canon Kingsley), Amanda B. Harris,

Oscar FayAdams, Prof. A. B. Palmer, and Yan Phou

Lee, a Chinaman, now of Yale College, New Haven.

THE Revue de Belgique for October contains ex-

tracts from a work soon to be published on Spanish

art by Lucian Solvay, who writes with great vigor,

especially when he gives such a description of the

real character and history of the Cid as helps us see

the worthlessness of medieval chivalry. CountGo-

blet d'Alviella exposes the culpability of the Belgian

bishops to the impending ruin of the public schools,

to save which he calls for closer union among the

friends of liberty and progress .

NORA PERRY, J. T. Trowbridge, Louisa M. Alcott,

Frank R. Stockton, H. H. Boyesen, and Charles G.

Leland are among the brilliant writers whose con-

tributions make St. Nicholas for November a most

delightful number of an always charming as well as

instructive periodical for young people. (For sale by

Cupples, Upham & Co.)

BABYLAND for November is bright with pictures,

and brimming with winsome baby literature, verse

and prose . D. Lothrop & Company, in this as in all

their publications, show a wonderful appreciation of

the needs and likings of their large juvenile con-

stituency.

We have received from S. Brainard's Sons, of

Cleveland, Ohio, and Chicago, Ill., the words and

music of the new songs, "A Boy's Best Friend is his

Mother" and "Rocking the Baby to Sleep." Price

forty cents each.
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DEFOE (DANIEL). Robinson Crusoe .... 1.00 HUXLEY (T. H.). Man's Place inNature, 1.25 POPE'S Essay onMan

mon to Young Men...

PROCTOR (R. A. ). Other Worlds than

Ours: The Plurality of Worlds studied

under the Light of Recent Scientific

Researches. Illus ....

Light Science for Leisure Hours A Se-

ries of Familiar Essays on Scientific

Subjects

POPULAR BOOKS
DICKENS (CHARLES). CompleteWorks.

On the Origin of Species ......

14vols.. 10.50 LaySermons.Addresses, andReviews... 1.75

1.00

PRATT(WM. , M.D.). APhysician's Ser-
More Criticism on Darwin andAdminis-

DRAPER(DR. J. W.). History ofthe Con- trative Nihilism... .50

flictbetweenReligion and Science..... 1.75 CritiquesandAddresses
1.50

The Intellectual Development of Eu- AmericanAddresses 1.25

rope. 2 vols ... 3.00 Science and Culture. 1.50

ScientificMemoirs 3.00

INGERSOLL (R. G.). The Gods, and

EMERSON (R. W.). Essays. First Series, 1.50 Other Lectures 1.25

Essays. Second Series.. 1.50 TheGhosts, and Other Lectures
1.25

Miscellantes.. 1.50
TheMistakes of Moses 1.25

RepresentativeMen... 1.50 Whatmust we do to be saved? .25

English Traits
1.50

Conductof Life . 1.50 JAMES (HENRY, JR.). The Portrait of a

Poems 1.50 Lady
2.00

1.50 JESUS : HIS OPINIONS AND CHARAC-

1.50 TER. The New Testament Studies of

aLayman..

Sent by Mail Postpaid at
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ERS' PRICES.
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onreceipt of orders accompaniedwith the cash.
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or libraries desiring any large numberof books.
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and the Causes of their Motions and

theirLight ..

FISKE (JOHN). Myths andMythmakers,
Outlines of CosmicPhilosophy......

TheUnseenWorld, and Other Essays ...

FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHIP IN RE-

LIGION. A Volume of TenEssays, by

D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow,

Samuel Johnson, John Weiss, O. В.

Frotbingham, W. J. Potter, F. E.

Abbot, J. W. Chadwick, T. W. Higgin-

son, and Mrs. E. D. Cheney, and ad-

dresses by Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

RobertDale Owen,and others..

FROTHINGHAM (O. B.). History of

Transcendentalism in New England.

With Portrait of theAuthor......

TheReligionof Humanity

The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of

1.50

2.00

2.00
6.00

2.00

1.50

JEVONS (W. S.). MoneyandtheMechan-

ism ofExchange....

JOHNSON (OLIVER). Wm. Lloyd Garri-

sonandhis Times. With Portrait and

Introduction by J. G. Whittier

JOHNSON (SAMUEL). Oriental Relig-

ions, and their Relation to Universal

Religion:

India

China

LANGE (F. A.). History of Materialism.

3vols...

LECKY (W. E. H.). History of the Rise

and Influence ofthe Spirit of Ration-
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History ofEuropean Morals fromAugus-

tus to Charlemagne. 2vols....

1.50

1.75
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.25
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1.75

ery, andPhysical Conditions. Illus.. 3.50

The Expanse of Heaven. A Series of

Essays on the Wonders ofthe Firma-
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OurPlace among Infinities. A Series of

Essays contrasting our LittleAbode

inSpaceandTimewith the Infinities

around us. To which are added

Essays on the Jewish Sabbath and

Astrology..

English Psychology...

Diseases of Memory.

2.00

4.00 ROMANES (G. J.). Animal Intelligence.. 1.75

1.75

QUATREFAGES (A. de). The Natural

2.00 HistoryofMan....
1.00

TheHumanSpecies 2.00

RAPHALL (MORRIS J.). History of the

Jews from 420 B. C. E. to the year 70

C. E. 2 vols .. 4.00

RIBOT (Т. Н.). Heredity: A Psychologi-

cal Studyon its Phenomena, its Laws,

its Causes, and its Consequences .... 2.00

1.50

1.50

3.00

The Scientific Evidences ofOrganicEvo-

lution .50

2.50 LEWES (G. H.) . Biographical History of
SAVAGE (M. J.). Belief inGod. 1.00

1.50

1.75

rward

Doctrine ofaFuture Life ...

ALGER(W. R.). ACritical History ofthe

Philosophy. 2 vols .....

Physiology of Common Life. 2 vols..... 3.00

The Story of Goethe's Life ..

4.00 Morals of Evolution 1.00

Beliefs about Man 1.00

1.50 Talks about Jesus 1.00

Child's Book of Religion. For Sunday- Problems of Life and Mind. First Se-

3.50
schools andHomes

1.00 ries. 2 vols .... 6.00

Beliefs aboutthe Bible ..

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her

1.00

Slater ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN
- Stories fromthe Lips of the Teacher....

1.00 The Physical Basis of Mind. Second
Riddles 1.00

1.50 Stories of the Patriarchs 1.00 Series...
300 Bluffton. AStory of To-day 1.00
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ARNOLD (EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama,
Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

Beliefs of the Unbelievers . .25
The Study of Psychology, its Object,

Spirit of the NewFaith.
1.00

Scope, andMethod..
200

SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory

The Safest Creed..
1.00

ofDescent andDarwinism. Illus...... 1.50

Knowledge andFaith

Life of Gerrit Smith
1.00

Creedand Conduct 1.00

tefor

ARNOLD(MATTHEW). Essays in Criti- The Rising andthe SettingFaith
1.00

2.00 Visions of the Future
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2.00

land
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1.50 George Ripley..
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BAIN (ALEXANDER). Mental Science:

ACompendiumofPsychologyandHis-

toryofPhilosophy

FULLER (MARGARET). Womenin the

Nineteenth Century....
1.50

1.50 Life without and Life within..
1.50

500 AtHomeandAbroad. 1.50

W.

MoralScience: ACompendiumofEthics 1.50

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS). Hereditary Genius

EnglishMen of Science....

2.00
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Relations

The Sensesand the Intellect
5.00

ts, " BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of

ok
Life. 2 vols ..
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Evolutionand the Originof Life
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.. 2.00

d, BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous-

The ness 1.50

EatingandDrinking ....
.75

at- Stimulants andNarcotics.

OurHome Physician : A Popular Guide

to theArtof Preserving Health and

TreatingDisease .

6.00

BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-
chantPrince. ANovel of New York.. 1.50

The Secret of GoodMemory

The Secret of a Clear Head..

Common Mind Troubles

.50
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BLAINE'S (JAMES G.) Eulogy on James Howtomake the Bestof Life .
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Reviews pertaining to Darwinism
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Creation; or, The Developmentofthe
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1.00

2.00

Illus ...
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2.00

HALLOWELL (R. P.). The Quaker Inva-
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Farm Ballads. Illus ...
2.00

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits andMaps. 6 vols.
7.50

FrenchRevolution. 2 vols .
2.50

5.00

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols ....

Critical andMiscellaneous Essays. With

2.50

Portrait. 2 vols ....
3.50

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With

Portraits . 2vols... 4.00

CHADWICK (J. W.) . The Bible of To-day,

The Faith of Reason

1.50
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The Man Jesus . 1.00

CHANEY (G. L.). F. Grant&Co.; or, Part-

nerships. A Story for the Boys who

meanBusiness....
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Tom. AHome Story.
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1.25

HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy..... 2.00

HAMMOND (DR. W. A.). A Treatise on

Diseases of the Nervous System .

HARDY (ARTHUR S.). ButyetaWoman 1.25

HARRIS (J. C.). UncleRemus: His Songs

and Sayings. The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus..... 1.50

HAWLEY (F. B.). Capital and Popula-
tion: AStudy of the Economic Effects

of their Relations to each other........ 150

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

The House of the Seven Gables ........

HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-

Scarlet Letter..

ative First Cause

Freedom of the Will

CHILD(LYDIAMARIA). Aspirations of
the World : AChain of Opals.. 1.25 HELMHOLTZ (H.) . Popular Lectures on

Looking toward Sunset....

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

Appendixby WendellPhillips . With

Portrait..

1.25
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2.00

2.50 Scientific Subjects. WithanIntroduc

tionby Prof. Tyndall...

Second Series

2.00

1.50

1.50

CLARK (EDW. H. , M.D.). Sex in Educa-

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus ...
4.00

tion

TheBuilding of aBrain
1.25

CLODD (E.) . The Childhoods ofReligions.

Asimple account of the Birth and

Growth of Myths and Legends...

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment.....

Young Folks' History of the United

States

1.50

1.50

Margaret Fuller Ossoli.

1.25
1.25

ingPlaceCOBBE(FRANCES POWER). The Duties

ofWomen........ Paper, 25 cts .; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M. D.). The SacredAnthology, 200

TheEarthward Pilgrimage....
Idols and Ideals .

1.75

1.50

1.50

Demonologyand Devil Lore. 2 vols..... 7.00

Emerson atHome andAbroad..

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture, and

OtherEssays ....

The New Chemistry . 2.00

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

TheMystery ofPain

Physiology for Practical Use ..

HOLLAND (F. M.). Reign of the Stoics..
Stories from Robert Browning

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing..
Paper, 35 cts.; cloth,

1.00 HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The
Autocrat of the Breakfast Table.......

The Professor at the Breakfast Table....

The Poet atthe Breakfast Table....

Poems...

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Completein16vols... 20.00

DANA (R. H.) . Two Years before the Mast, 1.50

DARWIN(CHARLES). Origin ofSpecies, 2.00
DescentofMan......

Journal ofResearches ............
Emotional Expression....

Animals and Plants under Domestica-

tion. 2 vols ......
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Ralph Waldo Emerson
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HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-
moir andPortrait. 2 vols ..
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Essays on the Science of Religion.
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Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study ofthe Bible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;
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The Bible: Whatitis andhowitGrew.. .25
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dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days
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landStory
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New....
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2.00
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Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature.....
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PAINE (THOMAS) . Age of Reason.......

Complete Works ...

PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

theWorld of Matter and the World of

Mind.

.50
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SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

oweto each other.

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-

fiveYears..

TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

Motion

Fragments of Science.

Light and Electricity..

Lessons inElectricity.

Hours of Exercise intheAlps .
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ures

UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

1.50 UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free
Thought1.00

VOGEL (A.) . APractical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus .....

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50

1.00

1.75
Prayers by Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of

Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools and Families. .75 VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

PARSONS ( THEOPHILUS) . Outlines of

theReligion and Philosophy ofEman-

uel Swedenborg

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.
WithPortraits. 2 vols .

Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

traits. 3 vols...

1.25

WALKER (PROF. F. A.). Wages
Money..

Money, Trade, and Industry.

2.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

. 4.50

3.50

4.00

1.50

4.00

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6
vols. Illus . 10.00

1.25

1.50

4.00

1.50

60

FamousAmericans of Recent Times .... 2.00

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

GatesAjar .......

Beyondthe Gates.

WEISS(JOHN). Life andCorrespondence

torv Liquor Laws
6.00

The Social Law of Labor.

tions. 2 vols .. 6.00
of Theodore Parker

AmericanReligion

PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART). The TheImmortalLife
Insectivorous Plants

Climbing Plants

1.75 3.00 Doctor Zay ..

Fertilizationin the Vegetable Kingdom.
2.00 .75 PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newlyengravedLikenesses ofSumner.

2vols.

Orchids fertilized by Insects

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a
Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols...

2. 1

1.50

Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare

Forms ofFlowers...
TravelsandResearches

ers...
1.50

2.00

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-

Vegetable Mould, etc. traits.....
1.50

Completeset, 13 vols ... 25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays

1.50

1.50

Growth of Language ......

WILSON (HENRY). Rise and Fall of the

6.00 Slave Power in America. 3 vols ....... 9.00

Power of Movementin Plants .

1.50

1.50

1.25 WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works, with Portrait 2.00

MUELLER (F. MAX).

Inquiries into Human Faculty and its

Development......

GARRISON (WM. LLOYD). Tributes to

at his Funeral. With Heliotype of

BustbyAnne Whitney..

GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

erty

GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6vols...

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-

lessness...

2.00 LUBBOCK (SIR JOHN). Origin of Civili-

zation, and the Primitive Condition of

Man

Pre-historic Times, as illustrated by An-

cient Remains, and the Manners and

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus .. 5.00

1.00

300

.75

1.00

12.00

.50

50

.50

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2 vols. 4.00

HAECKEL (ERNST) . The History of

tion of Natural Causes. Illus. 2vols. 5.00
The Evolution of Man. 2 vols ..... .... 5.00

Freedom in Science andTeaching ..

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus ...

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK (W. H.). Is LifeWorthLiving? 1.25
Social Equality....

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Body and Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

encetoMentalDisorders

Physiology of Mind....

Body andWill: Being an Essay concern-

ing Will in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical, andPathologicalAspects

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-

lyle..

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON) . The

Organs of Speech and their Applica-

tion in the Formation of Articuiate

Sounds.

MILL (JOHN STUART). The Positive

Philosophy ofAuguste Comte...

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

Liberty, both in one vol..

Representative Government..

ThreeEssays on Religion.....

1.00

15.00

1.50

2.00

NaturalResources ofthe United States . .50

SCOTT'S Complete Poetical Works. Illus. 8.00

SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols . 15.00

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

Memoir andPortrait. 2 vols ....2.50

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

ofWomen....
1.00

SMITH'S AncientHistory, from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fall of the Western

Empire. Illus. 3 vols...

3.50

3.00

1.75 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00

MILLS (C. D. B.). Gems of the Orient.... 1.50

1.00 LONGFELLOW'S PoeticalWorks. 2vols. 7.00 SCHROEDER (DR. KARL). AManual of

5.00

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated from the German. Illus ... 3.50

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs.

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley. .50

Chemistry .50

Physics .50

8.00 Physical Geography. .50

Geology.. .50

Physiology .50

Astronomy. .50

Botany .50

Logic.... .50

Inventional Geometry .50

Piano-forte Playing .50

PoliticalEconomy. .50

6.00

Principles of Biology. 2 vols.... 4.00

1.50 Principles of Psychology. 2 vols ....... 4.00

2.50 Principles of Sociology. 2 vols.... 4.00

Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00

2.50 Universal Progress... 2.00

1.50 Essavs, Moral, Political,Esthetic.. 2.00

2.50
Social Statics . 2.00

Data of Ethics 1.25

1.25
Study of Sociology.

Education

1.50

1.25

Lectures on the
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WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS
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For logging camps, wood-yards, farmers getting out

stovewood, andall sorts of log -cutting-it isunrivaled,

THE OLD MASTERS.

nies only 20 cents each.Lar
Corne

The .

called"Twe.

The Last Supp

es are from
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WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO.,
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FirstMortgage Real Estate Loans paid

in New York. Absolute Satisfaction

GUARANTEED. For reliability, consult Third

Nat. Bank. N. Y. City, or Nat. Bank, Lawrence, Kan.

Security large. Interest promptly paid

Send for pamphlet with testimonials, sample forns, etc.
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Y ALL ODDS

THEBESTTHE DEST EQUIPPED
RAILROAD IN THE WORLD.

Let it be forever remembered that the

Descent from the Cross,

sumption of the Virgin, TITIAN, the Trans- for the American Line of Steamers.

figuration, RAPHAEL ; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL; HolyNight, CORREGGIO; Aurora,
GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent bymail onon receipt of $2.10; or

anyoneormore at 20 cts. each (with Cata-
logue when desired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee, Wis.

Chicago & North-Western Robert G. Ingersoll's Writings.
RAILWAY

is the best and shortest route to and from

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

that it is preferred by all well-posted trav-

ellers whenpassing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

It also operates the best route and the short

line between

Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapolis.

Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison,

Fort Howard (Green Bay), Wis. , Winona,

Owatonna, Mankato, Minn. , Cedar Rapids,
Des Moines, Webster City, Algona, Clinton,

Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin,Rock-

ford, Ill. , are among its eight hundred local

stations on its lines.

Among a few of the numerous points of

superiority enjoyed by the patrons of this

road are its Day Coaches, which are the

finest that human art and ingenuity can

create; its Palatial Sleeping Cars,

which are models of comfort and elegance;

its Palace Drawing Room Cars,

which are unsurpassed by any; and its
widely celebrated

NORTH-WESTERN DINING CARS,

the like of which are not run by any other

road anywhere. In short, it is asserted that

it is the best equipped road in the

world.

All points of interest North, North-west,

and West of Chicago, business centres,

summer resorts, and noted hunting and

fishing grounds, are accessible by the vari-

ous branches of this road.

It owns and controls over five thousand

miles of road, and has over four hundred

passenger conductors constantly caring for

its millions of patrons .

Ask your ticket agent for tickets via this

route, andtake none other. All leading
ticket agents sell them. It costs no more to
travel on this route that gives first-class ac-

commodations than it does to go by the

poorly equipped roads.

For maps, descriptive circulars, and sum-

mer resort papers, or other information not

obtainable at your local ticket office, write

tothe

GEN'L PASS. AGENT, C. & N.-W. R'Y

CHICAGO, ILL.

Travels in Faith from

Tradition to Reason.

By ROBERT C. ADAMS.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.

THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT :

Its Philosophical Basis ; Its Gen-

eral Aims ; Its Relation to Chris-

tianity, Unitarianism, and Free

Religion.

THREE ADDRESSES BEFORE THE FREE RE-
LIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, BOSTON, MAY 30,

by Messrs. W. M. SALTER, W. L.

SHELDON, and S. B. WESTON.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price 15 cents.

Only authorized editions .

Vol. I.-THE GODS, and Other

Lectures. Contents: "The Gods,"

"Humboldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individ-

nality," "Heretics and Heresies." 12mo,

253 pages . Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol . II. -THE GHOSTS, and Other

Lectures. Contents: "The Ghosts,”

"The Liberty of Man, Woman, and

Child,""The Declaration of Independ-

ence," "About Farming in Illinois,"

"The Grant Banquet Toast," "The Past

rises before me like a Dream," "Tribute

to Rev. Alexander Clark," "Tribute to

Ebon C. Ingersoll." 12mo, 243 pages.
Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. III.-SOME MISTAKES OF

MOSES. 12mo, 278 pages. Cloth, $1.25;

paper, 50 cents .

Vol. IV.-INGERSOLL ON TAL-

MAGIAN THEOLOGY. (New.)

443 pages. Cloth, gilt top, $2.00; plain

cloth, $1.25; paper 50 cents.

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE

SAVED? 89 pages, 12mo. Paper, 25
cents.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, A

series of articles on the Christian Relig-

ion.byCol. ROBERTG. INGERSOLL, JudgeJEREMIAH BLACK, and

P. FISHER. The only complete and au-

thorized edition. One volume, 8vo, 143

pages. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents.

VINDICATION OF THOMAS

PAINE, from the attacks of the

New York Observer. By ROBERT G.

INGERSOLL. Paper, 25 cents.

Just Published:

Ingersoll's Lectures Complete.
Inone superb volume, 1306 pages, octavo,

half calf, gilt, mottled edges. Price, post-
paid, $5.00.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL
RIGHTS MASS MEETING, held

at Lincoln Hall, Washington, D.C.. Octo-

ber 22, 1883. Containing the speeches of

Hon. FREDERICK DOUGLASS and Col.

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Large size, oc-

tavo. Paper, price 15 cents .

PROSE - POEMS AND SELEC-

Modern Thinkers,

Principally upon Social Science.

By Prof. VAN BUREN DENSLOW, LL.D.

With Introduction byROBERT G. INGER-

SOLL. Including critical analyses of

Swedenborg as a Seer, of Adam Smith

as anEconomist, of Jeremy Bentham as

a Law Reformer, of Thomas Paine and

Junius as Political Revolutionists, of

Charles Fourier as a Socialist, of Her-

bert Spencer and Ernst Haeckel as Evo-

lutionists, and of Auguste Comte as a

Positivist, with an Essay on Wealth in
its Relations to Christian Ethics.

The Fifth Edition has just been issued

"Upon the question of money, this volume

containsthe best thing I have ever read."
R. G. Ingersoll (in Introduction).

"We confess that, if we stood on the

ground on which Mr. Spencer stands, we
should find it difficult to prevent ourselves

from being pushedby the stalwart arm of

Dr. Denslow's logic into the gulf of ethical

nihilism."-Prof. Goldwin Smith.

and the Significance of its

Rise and Decline.

By FELIX L. OSWALD, M.D.

Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1.00.

"The work covers a great amount of crit-

ical and historical ground independently of

the Buddhistic analogies; it is in fact a vig-

orous, uncompromising outline of Christian
history, with all the weakness and wicked-

ness mercilessly dragged into daylight....

The case against the Christian Church is a

marvellously strong one. The superstitions

and miseries of mediævalism, the woes,

tortures, burnings, rackings, and brutalities

accomplished in the name of Christianity,

are set in blackest array. The Nature-wor-

ship of the pagan Greeks and Romans is set

incontrast. Nor is Dr. Oswald very gener-

ous in admission of improvement in con-

temporary Christianity. To him, it is a

hurtful supernaturalism, impeding science,

diffusing pessimism, promoting hypocrisy,

and repressing the physical nature. His

book is remarkablywell written, brilliantly
concise in style, and, aside from its special

theories, of considerable scientific and his-

toric value."-Boston Evening Transcript.

by the INDEX ASSOCIATION, 44 Boylston
Sentbymail, postpaid, on receipt ofStreet, Boston, Mass.

Man--- Whence and Whither ?
"Now, the whole force of this case de-

pends upon the assertion of Goldwin Smith

that Dr. Van Buren Denslow is a disciple of

Herbert Spencer. But the assertion is not By RICHARD B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.B.

true in any sense or in anydegree. On the

contrary, Dr. Denslow is an open antagonist

of Mr. Spencer. His essay on Spencer's

Philosophy, first published in the Chicago
Times, while speaking of the man in the

usual terms of perfunctory compliment, as

have alsoGoldwin Smith and the Saturday

Review, is adverse, carping, and deprecia-
tory on every point that he considers. The

criticism was regarded as sodamaging that
Spencer's friends were told they must reply

to it or forever hold their peace ; and we

were confidently assured that the last we

should ever hear of Spencer's system was

the thud of the clods that Denslow had

thrown upon its coffin ."-Prof. Youmans, in

Popular Science Monthly and in Introduc-
tion to Current American Edition of the

Data ofEthics.

Stephen Pearl Andrews, as political ex-

ecutor of the late Thomas Paine, is as

fiercely indignant at Mr. Denslow's analysis

of Paine's politics as Prof. Youmans is at

his assault on Spencer's Philosophy. On

the other hand, George Jacob Holyoake

speaks of the analysis of Paine's political
philosophyas "the most masterly refutation

of it extant, without showing in his words

or in his mind any enmity against the great
agitatorwhomheconfutes."

The late Dr. George M. Beard, of New

York, wrote to the author: "Your critique

on Spencer's Data of Ethics has all the

force of a discovery in ethics, and is of

great value. It deserved to be made the

subject of a separate treatise."

TIONS from the writings and sayings BELFORD CLARKE & CO. , Publishers,of Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL,

lished with a steel-engraved portrait of

the author. Beautifully printed on ele-

gant white paper, and in every way a

splendid book for the centre table. Price

$2.50.

For saleat THE INDEX office,44Boylston
Street, Boston.

The Success and Failure of Protestantism.

ALecturebefore the Society forEthical
Culture of Chicago, by W. M. SALTER.

Price 10 cents. For sale at THE INDEX

office.

THE PROBLEM OF POVERTY.

ALecture delivered before the Society

for Ethical Culture of Chicago. For

sale at THE INDEX office. Price 10 cts.

THE ABSENCE OF DESIGN IN

NATURE. By Prof. H. D. GARRISON.

A Lecture delivered before the Philo-

sophical Society of Chicago. Price 10

cts . For sale at THE INDEX office.

T

CHICAGO, ILL.

Price $1.00.

For sale at THE INDEX office.

THE INVESTIGATOR.

Published everyweek at the PaineMemo-
rial, Appleton Street, Boston, Mass .

Volume Fifty-second.

Price $3.00 per annum; 75 cts. for three

months to trial subscribers.

The INVESTIGATOR, as heretofore or since

its first commencement upward of half a

century ago, is devoted to the welfare, im-

provement, and happiness of men and

women here and now, in this world, the

only world of which there is anypositive or

demonstrated knowledge. This is the IN-

VESTIGATOR'S basis of ac on, and the best

exertions of its manages will always be

used to render it a free and independent

journal, devoted to the development and

promotion of genuine Liberalism, or Uni-

versal Mental Liberty, Free Thought, Free
Inquiry, Free Speech, and a Free Press.

JOSIAH P. MENDUM,

PAINE MEMORIAL BUILDING,

Appleton St. , Boston, Mass.

Fine Cabinet Photographs
OF

Charles Darwin,

Prof. Huxley,

Prof. Tyndall,

John Fiske,

THE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

tising public is respectfully solicited for R. W. Emerson,

held responsible for any statements made
THE INDEX. Though the paper must not be

byadvertisers, the attempt will be honestly

made to keep the advertising pages in en-

tire harmony with its general character and

blind" advertisements, all quack adver-
principles. To this end, all improper or

tisements, and all advertisements believed

to be fraudulent or unjust to any one, will
be excluded from these columns.

ADVERTISING RATES .

"

"

For 1 to 12 Insertions , .

" 13 " 25

"26 " 51

"52
"

"

10c. per line.

8c.

6c. " "

5с. "
"

of10per cent. willbemade; on full-column
Onhalf-column advertisements, a discount

advertisements, a discount of 25 per cent.

On all advertisements for which cash is
paid in advance, a further discount of 25per

cent. onthe total, as above calculated, will ,

bemade.

Herbert Spencer,

H. W. Longfellow,

Charles Sumner,

Wendell Phillips,

W. L. Garrison,

Theodore Parker,

Geo. Jacob Holyoake,

Felix Adler,

M. J. Savage,

F. E. Abbot,

Frances Power Cobbe,

0. W. Holmes,

J. G. Whittier,

Geo. Wm. Curtis,

are for sale at this office at 50 cents each,

and will be sent by mail to any address on

receipt ofprice.

Address THE INDEX,

44Boylston St., Boston, Mass.
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THE Free-thought Association of Canada will

hold a convention at Toronto, December 13, 14,

and 15.

OUR neighbor, the Investigator, in a pleasant

mood says The Index "is æsthetical, analytical, syn-

thetical, and unsectarian," "progressive and there-

fore not Christian."

We have received from Melbourne, Australia,

copies of two new liberal papers : the Liberator, "a

weekly radical and free-thought paper, edited by

Joseph Symes " ; and the Young Secularist, from the

same office. They show enterprise and ability.

SAYS an exchange: "The Madras Christian Col-

lege Magazine publishes letters from Madame

Blavatsky to members of the Theosophical Society

whohave recently been expelled from the society

for infidelity to its cause. The letters show con-

clusively that the wonderful phenomena received

by the disciples of the Theosophs' have been pro-

duced fraudulently by confederation and previous

arrangement. "

THE steadiness of American securities during

the campaign just ended is mentioned by some

of the European journals as a striking illustration

of the stability of our Republican institutions.

Thus, the Pall Mall Gazette remarks : "A similar

crisis in any other country would convulse prices..

A nation of fifty million people decides the fate

of its government in a closely contested election,

which is conducted with wild excitement from the

shores of the Atlantic to the Pacific, with less

effect upon the stock market than a report that

King Alfonso had acold in his head would affect

the Spanish bourse."

The daily papers, last Saturday, announced the

death of Col. George W. Tew, of Newport, R.I. ,

a comrade with whom we served in the Union

army, nearly a quarter of a century ago. Of his

life since the war, beyond the fact that he was

elected treasurer of Rhode Island in 1866, we

know little ; but, as a fellow-officer, we knew him

well. He was a brave soldier, and aman of tender

heart, generous disposition, and the most patriotic

spirit. The announcement of his death summons

from "memory's storied urn" many scenes and

incidents of pleasure and of peril which occurred

during the dark days of the Rebellion.

THE socialist party in Germany is evidently

gaining in numbers and influence. It will have

in the new Reichstag nearly twice as many depu-

ties as sat in the old. Bismarck, it is said, fears

the socialists more than the liberals. The latter

include many learned men, who are patriotic and

opposed to Bismarckism, but are rather theoretical

and doctrinaire, and fail to comprehend the con-

ditions of a progressive popular party. In conse-

quence, the liberals of democratic tendencies every

year are leaving the liberal party and increasing

the strength of the socialists. There are different

classes of socialists. Some are in favor of revolu-

tionary measures ; while many, probably the major-

ity, are not. Of course, the socialist professors of

Heidelberg, Bonn, Jena, and Leipzig, hold to no

such theories as are commonly ascribed to their

party, which, in spite of all minor difference, is

united in opposition to the imperial régime and

in the desire to see in Germany"a government of

the people, by the people, for the people."

In response to a rather informal call for a meet-

ing of tax-paying women who had not registered

as voters for theschool committee, an unexpectedly

large and a very thoughtful and earnest audience

assembled in Parker Fraternity Hall last Monday

evening, composed largely of the class mentioned.

Mrs. Sara A. Underwood presided. A number of

speeches were made, urging women to use the

powernow in their hands in favor of the nomina-

tion and election of competent and worthy officers,

and showing how, in a short time, by supporting

the best candidates of both parties and "scratch-

ing" all others, they might become apower in the

city which political managers would be compelled

to consider in the nomination of members of the

school committee. The following speakers, and in

the order named, addressed the meeting : Hon.

George S. Hale, Mr. John Whiting, Representa-

tive C. C. Coffin ("Carleton"), B. F. Underwood,

Mrs. Henrietta Wolcott, Mrs. Lydia Hutchins,

Mrs. Loomis, and Mr. Slack, editor of the Com-

monwealth.

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

and dependence : "An excellent way for our readers

to make this practical will be to send a donation

to Rev. D. W. Waldron, of the City Missionary

Society, for the Thanksgiving Dinner Charity.

This form of benevolence, started seven years ago,

reaches the worthy poor, whose poverty is occa-

sioned by sickness, small wages, or lack of employ-

ment. Last year, nine hundred and sixteen fam-

ilies were visited on the day before Thanksgiving

by the city missionaries ; and, from a record of

seven hundred and eighty-four cases, it appears

that in four hundred and thirty-six there was no

father. Of course, it is designed that the gifts

shall cover more than the wants of a single day,

and to this end let there be a generous response

this year from those who read this."

was

On the Sunday evening previous to the Presi-

dential election, a Methodist minister in Spring-

field, Mass. , preached a political sermon, in which

he supported St. John, and bore down so heavily

on the character of the Republican candidate that

members of the church cried out, "No, no," and

"Yes, yes." He ordered silence ; but some of the

more irrepressible brethren declared that they had

as much right as he to express their political views ,

and insisted on being heard. Whereupon, the

preacher said that the law would protect him in

his own pulpit, and closed the service, intimating

very plainly that he or his friends would prose-

cute those who had insulted him. Since this rev-

erend gentleman chose to introduce into his ser-

mon party politics on which his church

divided, and people generally, under the excite-

ment incident to the last days of a political cam-

paign, were extremely sensitive, he, as a religious

and moral teacher and as a fair-minded man,

should have given an opportunity for questions

and for criticisms of his statements. That would

have been but simple justice. An orthodox min-

ister is supposed to be employed and paid to

preach a creed which declares the religious faith

of all the members of his church . When he en-

ters the arena of politics, he should have the cour-

age, liberality, and fairness to give those whose

views he assails a chance to defend their positions

and to examine his. But the average orthodox

minister is so unaccustomed to being questioned

and criticised that he does not expect and is

not prepared for opposition, and generally resents

an objection to his pulpit statements as an insult

and as an indication of moral depravity in the

objector. His own language is the more unquali-

fied and reckless, because of his exemption from

the necessity of sustaining his assertions by facts

and arguments; and when cornered by some fel-

low in the pew, who has more reverence for truth

than for the clerical profession, he is very liable

to lose his temper, forget the teachings of his Mas-

ter, and appeal for "protection" to the law. Jesus,

-who, if we mistake not, was rather in favor of

discussion with honestopponents, could he appear

in an orthodox church to-day, would be denied a

hearing, and, if he persisted in talking back to the

preacher, would be hurried out of the church and

REFERRING to Governor Robinson's appeal to

the people in his Thanksgiving Proclamation to

let their tribute of thankfulness "be made most

acceptable by deeds of charity and love to the

needy and stricken ones," the Congregationalist

makes the following suggestion, which we com-

mend to the consideration of our readers in this

city and State who have the means and are desirous

of adding to the comfort and happiness of unfor-

tunate fellow-beings reduced to extreme poverty | arrested for disturbing "divine service."
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SIGNIFICANT THEOLOGICAL SIGNS. have abjured the religious faith in which she was

aware that she had been born and educated, and

would be quite ready to make a donation for con-An editorial article in the Congregationalist of

this city closes a lengthy and highly appreciative❘verting her fellow-Jews; and great was her aston-

sketch of the remarkable life of Sir Moses Monte-

fiore with these words : "Perhaps no man has

lived in our time who-not in boasting, but in

simple, humble truth-could more truly say with

one of his own race of the land of Uz:-

'Whenthe earheard me, then it blessed me;

And when the eye saw me, it gave witnessto me;

Because I delivered the poor that cried, the fatherless,

Andhimthathad none to help him.

The blessing of the perishing came uponme,

And I caused the widow's heart to sing for joy. "

And yet the life thus sketched and praised is

the life of a Jew. Sir Moses Montefiore was born

a Jew, has always lived a Jew, and now, a hun-

dred years old, still adheres to the faith of his

fathers. His long life, which thus spans a full

century, has been filled with deeds of noble

charity and wise philanthropy. Having great

wealth, he has used it for great objects of human

benefit. Feeling naturally a special interest in

improving the condition of his own fellow-be-

lievers, yet his benefactions have by no means

been confined to them. Christian charities of

various sorts have been long accustomed to receive

his generous help. As one instance of this unsec-

tarian benevolence, the Congregationalist relates

the following: "One day in 1860, the London

Times published an account of the miserable state

of the Christians of Mount Lebanon, upon whom

the Druses had fallen, and driven at least twenty

thousand to the mountains. At one o'clock the

next morning came into the Times office this Jew,

Sir Moses Montefiore, then rising seventy-six,-

bringing an appeal for private benevolence to help

these Christians, and enclosing as a nest-egg his

own check for $1,000. The Times published the

appeal; and, as a consequence, upwards of $110,000

were sent off to Mount Lebanon to their help."

His personal relations with people, and especially

with the poor and needy,-a truer test of a benevo-

lent heart than large gifts of money, have been

such as to attach all classes to him by the strongest

ties. He has been as affable, tender, and self-

sacrificing in character and manner as he has been

generous in pecuniary gifts. The Ramsgate poor

not only revere, but love him. In Palestine, which

he has seven times visited,-the last time when he

was over ninety years old, he "has endowed hos-

pitals and almshouses, planted gardens, dug wells,

reared synagogues, built windmills, aqueducts,

and tombs, and done good in a hundred ways,

until its Jews kiss the very hem of his garments."

In several countries, he has been able to secure an

amendment of the laws, by which the Jews have

been relieved from cruel oppressions and obtained

governmental protection against Mohammedan

and Christian prejudice.

Here, then, is a man who is acknowledged to

have, in a remarkable degree, those virtues and

graces of character commonly called "Christian" ;

and yet he is not a "Christian." He belongs to a

race that rejected, according to the ordinary Chris-

tian teaching, the Redeemer of the world, and that

cannot therefore have any part in the Christian

scheme of salvation. There are, indeed, Christian

missions for the conversion of the Jews to Chris-

tianity. Not many years ago, a representative of

oneof these missions called on a Jewish friend of

ours, who was a woman of noble benevolence, to

get a contribution from her for sustaining a mis-

sionary in Palestine to convert the Jews there to

the Christian faith. The missionary representa-

tive in this case-who was also a woman-had

assumed that her Hebrew neighbor, whose good

heart and good works she very well knew, must

ishment to find that the good lady, though having

apparently all the "Christian" virtues, was not a

"Christian," and that, so far from wishing to work

for the conversion of the Jews in Palestine, she

was a devout believer in the doctrine that the

Jews would yet possess Palestine as their providen-

tial inheritance. The Christian zealot went away

from the Jewish lady's benevolent presence with a

new idea : it was that a Jew might lead so good a

life as to stand in no great need of conversion to

Christianity. Yet it was an idea which it must

have sorely puzzled her to reconcile with her

Christian theology.

Andthis idea is, doubtless, spreading in Chris-

tian churches. Among the many praises that have

been bestowed in Christian journals on the noble

character of Sir Moses Montefiore, we do not re-

call having seen anywhere a single regret expressed

that he should not be a Christian, nor anything

detracted from his meed of honor on that ground.

The Congregationalist is a paper that claims to up-

hold the good old Orthodoxy against the heretical

drift of the so-called new theology. Yet, in its

long and entirely sympathetic article on his career,

it gives not the slightest hint that Sir Moses Mon-

tefiore is in any need of conversion to Christian-

ity. And, writing as its editor does of this Jewish

philanthropist, it is impossible to suppose that he

believes that such a man, though not accepting the

Christian faith, is in any danger of going to per-

dition. It is a significant sign of the times that

such an article should appear in such a journal .

Another similar sign of an increasing apprecia-

tion among Christians of the virtues of other re-

ligions was given a few weeks ago by the New

York Independent, in the publication of a sermon

by a modern Japanese Buddhist preacher. The

sermon was published in that journal without note

or comment, just as it might have printed a dis-

course from a Christian minister. It was not a

great sermon; but it was a sermon emphatically

inculcating, by simple language and apt illustra-

tion, the same personal and domestic virtues that

are insisted on in what are called practical sermons

in Christian pulpits. The native correspondent

who sent the translation of the discourse to the

Independent prefaced it with the following inter-

esting sketch of the preacher and the religious

movement he represented :-

Some thirty-five years ago there arose in Japan a

class of practical moralists who, against the prevail-

ing tendency of the age to too much speculation, be-

gan to popularize the doctrines of Confucius, so as to

make them a living force among the great mass of

the people. They had ten meeting places in Kiyoto,

the capital of the empire at that time. Their preach-

ing, combined with their benevolence, which showed

itself on all occasions, and especially in the times of

famine, had a great effect upon the minds of the peo-

ple. Their followers multiplied rapidly. The govern-

mentbeganto take notice of the work; and, it is said ,

sentmany times a large quantity of rice to be distrib-

uted to the people through their hands. The author

of the following sermon (which is one of the eighteen

sermons preached by him, and reduced to writing by

his adopted son and successor) was the head of one

ofthemeeting places. Hehad many followers, some

ofwhom became men of influence. He was so gentle

that he is styled "the dove-like, venerable man."

It will be noted that this religious movement

was before the timewhenJapanwas freely opened

to foreigners, so that it could not be a consequence

of the Christian influences which might now be

claimed to prevail there. It was, in fact, a native

reform movement in behalf of an ethical religion

against tendencies to a speculative and formalistic

piety. Similar reformations have occurred from

time to time in all the great religions, showing the

inherent force of certain fundamental moral senti-

ments in them all. If the Independent has any

readers who are of the old-fashioned type of Ortho-

doxy, we imagine they must have opened their

eyes inwonder over this Japanese Buddhist's dis-

course, and that some of them maynow be pon-

dering the question whether it is quite worth

while to spend so much money and labor to con-

vert such "heathenism" as this to the kind of

Christianity prevailing in Europe and the United

States. Would it not be wiser as well as easier to

help such "heathenism" to educate its adherents

up to its own standard ?

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

ENGLISH CHURCHES AND THE ENGLISH

WORKMEN.

If any interested spectatorhad visited the eccle-

siastical gatherings in England twenty or thirty

years ago, he would have heard discussions and

dissertations mainly on points of doctrine anddis-

cipline, on questions of theology or ritual. This

would have been true both of the established and

dissenting Churches. Were he to visit similar

gatherings to-day, he would discover that nearly

all the talk had reference to the relations of the

Church with social and political problems, with

the condition of the poor, the rights of labor, and

the attitude of the workman toward religion. Such

is the change which has come over the religious

world. Within the last few weeks, three great

religious bodies have met to discuss their affairs;

namely, the Church Congress at Carlisle, the Con-

gregational Union in London, and the Baptist

Union at Bradford. And, at all these gatherings,

the foremost question was the social and religious

condition of the working classes, and the relations

of the Churches to the questions in which these

same working classes are most interested.

At the Church Congress, political questions

proper are supposed to be excluded; but scarcely

any of the speakers seemed able to forget that a

contest was going on all around them between the

people and the privileged orders, in which it is

difficult for any man not to take a part one way

or the other. Four of the papers read dealt with

the relations of the Church to politics, and one

of these was a most radical utterance,-that,

namely, of Mr. George Harwood, the author of an

interesting work on the Coming Democracy, in

which he reproached in deep earnestness the

Church of England for her attitude toward pop-

ular reforms in past times, and predicted that she

would enjoy no future, if she did not frankly and

heartily ally herself with the democratic move-

ment of the age. Indeed, Mr. Harwood said

again, with new force, what Dr. Arnold had said

half a century before : "The Church of England

bears, and always has borne, the marks of her

birth. The child of royal and aristocratic selfish-

ness and unprincipled tyranny, she has never

dared to speak boldly to the great, but has con-

tented herself with lecturing the poor." With

new force, I say, but also with a much wider sym-

pathy and general assent than Dr. Arnold experi-

enced in his day.

What was true of the Church Congress was also

true of the Congregational Union in an even

greater degree. It is true that the Congregational

body has always been on the popular side in polit-

ical and social matters. But, at the same time,

it is distinctly what is called a "respectable"

body; and most of its churches are principally

maintained or largely subsidized by wealthy mid-

dle-class people, whose bias is in asomewhat con-

servative directionwhere social questions are con-
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Archbishops of Canterbury and York, and many of

the bishops, may be taken as a testimony, unwill-

ing doubtless, but on that very account all the

more valuable, that the leaders of the Church of

England perceive to some extent that, whether

churches or monarchies or other old institutions

are to reign by the grace of God or no, at any

rate they must reign in the future, if they are to

reign at all, by the will of the people.

cerned. Now, the political movement in England

is undoubtedly passing into the social phase. Men

are asking why those who toil should receive so

few of the world's goods; nor do the optimistic

calculations of statisticians satisfy these inquiring

minds. This phase of the popular movement is

not likely to meet with such hearty sympathy

among well-fed, sleek, and comfortable dissenters

as did the more purely political phase. But yet

the Congregational Union could not avoid the dis-

cussion of this subject, which was introduced in

two elaborate papers read by prominent ministers,

and discussed at some length by the chairman, Dr.

Parker, in his address. Painful facts were re-

vealed: a pair of boots made for 5s. 3d. ($1.30),

and sold for £3 30s. ($15.75) ; a shirt made by a

poor seamstress for 3 farthings, and sold for 1s.

64d.; 296 boxes of matches made by girls for

1s. (25 cents). These were the tales of sorrow

and of wrong told by one whose self-denying work

in East London is well known. And it was asked :

Wheredid the moneygo, into whose pockets ; and

could abody of men, devoted to the principles of

justice and love for which Jesus lived and died,

tolerate or defend or palliate such a state of

things? "Let them," said the speaker, "turn

market price out of doors, and let Christ's price-

a fair day's wage for a fair day's work-come in. "

And another member said that "the relations of

employer and employed left no room for the

moralities of Jesus Christ." There were other

utterances, it is true, different from these,-de-

fence of the existing order of things, anddepreca-

tion of any attempt to overturn that order; but

all through there was a recognition of the fact that

the religious bodies must address themselves to

these questions, and that dogmatic controversy

andbarren theological propositions can avail noth-

ing,now that the world is swinging over into the

planeofdemocracy.

only to investors in heaven, she has managed to

bequeath her mite to the Woman Suffrage Society

and the South Place Society, which she has always

attended. I saw her there last Sunday, and re-

ceived her cheerful greeting. The next day, she

died, without pain. Around her grave were gath-

eredacompanyof veteran radicals who had fought

the good fight beside the Hetheringtons in the

preceding generation, which now appears so dis-

tant. But these are becoming few. During the

twenty-oneyears in which I have been in England,

it has fallen to my lot to conduct the funerals of

some leaders of a noble army of free thinking and

radical martyrs,- W. J. Fox, William Lovett,

James Watson, Richard Moore, William Rose, and

others, and of "good women not a few." They

were people whose sufferings had won the victories

of intellectual and religious freedom. I have al-

ways found them modest martyrs, so happy in the

progress they witnessed as to forget their sacri-

fices. Nothing is more notable in these valiant

radicals of the last generation than their sweetness

of heart, their spirit of toleration. This old lady,

buried to-day, might have given some useful hints

to the author of a new novel entitled We Two .

This novel is all the more a hopeful sign of our

times, because its tenderness toward free thinkers

is associated with the genuine Orthodox conviction

that Christian beliefs are essential to any com-

pleteness of mind and character. With the utmost

naïveté, the lovely daughter of the free thinker is

described as an "Undine,"-quite soulless, until

she is converted by studying Jesus in the Greek.

Well, I have, in my Methodist, days, known some

"saintly sisters," but never any saintlier than some

of these mothers in the non-Christian Israel. And

the same may be said of our free-thinking fathers

also. I have never known one of them embittered

by the persecutions they have undergone, nor have

Iknown one of them dismayed by the approach of

death.

The English churches, therefore, it may be

hoped, willbe able to adapt themselves to the new

tendencies of our time; and, in the slow but sure

evolution of things, these institutions which have

hitherto existed so largely for the propagation of

dogmas, will in this way become social forces for

the furtherance of the reign of justice among men.

Is not this, after all, the fundamental idea of so

old and venerated a work as Saint Augustine's

City ofGod? Is it not the idea dwelt upon with

constant reiteration and with earnest sincerity by

the great Fathers of the Church ? Churchmen

will go forward by going back, by reverting to

the first principles of their faith, and by drinking

at the fountain of early Christian enthusiasm and

love. It is at least certain that, if they do not do

this, there is no room for them in modern society.

Onewordmore maybe said. If the churches can

develop a new "enthusiasm of humanity," there is

reasonable ground for doubting whether their zeal

will be according to knowledge. This was one of

the reasons of the failure of the early Church.

The necessity of our time is the union of emotion

and sympathy with knowledge and reason. Can-

not some modus vivendi be discovered between the

thinkers and the enthusiasts ? And cannot the

reformers combine sweetness with their light ?

This blending of the two noblest factors in our

nature is the special need in Englandto-day. Our

good people do not understand modern problems,

and our agitators sneer at sentiments of mercy

and compassion. The question is, What true prog-

ress can be made while this unnatural divorce con-

tinues? If the churches can contribute even an

"infinitesimal fraction of a product" to the solu-

tion of this question, they will justify their exist-

ence to mankind.

WILLIAM CLARKE.

REMINISCENCES OF FREE THINKERS .

There is a part of Kensal Green Cemetery

wheremanyof them lie. Close to the monument

of Hetherington is that of William Devonshire

Saul, who died in 1855; and beside that is the

tomb of David Williams, who, as "Publicola,"

wrote articles that made oppressors tremble. He

died in 1846. These men were buried in graves

that long bore no mark, for they were champions

of the very poor. But, as radicalism has become

richer, one and another handsome stone has ap-

peared to report the fidelity of these "infidels"

and their services to humanity. The finest of

these monuments, and one of the finest in the

cemetery, is that of their famous leader, Robert

Owen. This was erected only five years ago, not

entirely, I believe, by his old followers, but partly

by those whose liberalism has grown conventional.

The monument is some twenty feet high, and dec-

orated with a bronze profile taken during Owen's

life. Conspicuous above the medallion are the

words, "Robert Owen, philanthropist." Beneath

it: "Born May 14, 1771. Died Nov. 17, 1858."

The inscription says : "He originated and organ-

ized infant schools. He secured a reduction of

the hours of labor for women and children in fac-

tories. He was a liberal supporter of the earlier

efforts to obtain national education. He labored

to promote International Arbitration. He was

one of the foremost Englishmen who taught men

to aspire to a higher social state by reconciling the

interests of capital and labor. He spent his life

and a large fortune in seeking to improve his fel-

low-men by giving them education, self-reliance,

and moral worth. His life was sanctified by

human affection and lofty effort ."

At the Baptist Union, too, the ablest speaker

present declared that "Christianity was passing

through the socialistic furnace." In short, in all

these great assemblies of religious people there

was a plain indication of a belief, more or less

consciously realized, that the Church, if it has any

raison d'être, must show itself a social body, capa-

ble of dealing with social questions, and helping

the world to some solution of these questions.

Time was when the non-conformist churches of

England were apt to regard themselves as a

"peculiar people" called out from amongst the

rest of the ungodly world by a special supernat-

ural grace. They were animatedbythe Separatist

spirit, and were only saved from its full conse-

quences by some participation in commercial and

political life. Now, they appear rather to desire

to emulate secularists in their attention to current

problems; and, as these problems are chiefly those

relating to the emancipation of the laboring

classes and their participation in the benefits con-

ferred by the State, it follows that these churches

are beginning slowly and with faltering steps and

imperfect knowledge, but with awakening sympa-

thies, to join in the great social movement of our

age. The case of the Established Church is dif-

ferent. It has never of course been a company of

the "elect," or the "peculiar people." Rather has it

been too secular, too worldly, controlled as it has

been for so manygenerations by intriguing poli-

ticians and by royal and aristocratic patrons. But

it has been selfish, cold, heartless, anti-popular,

instinct withpride and privilege. But its loosen-

ing hold over the people,who now are slowly be-

ginning to understand and use their power, has

evidently alarmed and instructed its most acute

and far-seeing members. The votes in the House| leave that tribute to her husband; and by severe

of Lords in favorof the franchisebillgiven by the

This day there was laid in her grave at Kensal

Green a venerable lady, aged eighty, whose life

had been intertwined with memorable movements .

Although she has been justly respected through

life as the widow of Hetherington (no other name

being known in the community), she was never

legally married. The two young free thinkers and

philanthropists united their hearts and lives at a

period when marriage still preserved sacramental

conditions with which scrupulous minds could not

comply. Nor did her husband live to see the day

of civil marriage which such examples as his

brought on. The union openly begun was solem-

nized by long years of mutual love and faith, and

by joint consecration to truth and service of hu

manity. Fifty-five years ago, Henry Hetherington

was printing The Poor Man's Guardian, in defiance

of the stamp duty; and for it was imprisoned. On

his release, he continued his offence until the

government surrendered : the stamp was abolished,

the press was free. Subsequently, he underwent

a severe imprisonment for publishing Haslam's

Letters to the Clergy. He died thirty-five years ago,

and eleven years ago a neat monument appeared

on his grave, "Erected by a friend." That friend

was the woman who to-day was laid beside him.

Out of her small annuity, she saved enough to

It may be observed that all allusion to Owen's

self-denial, such as is usually supposed possible religious heresies are conspicuously (no doubt
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compulsorily) absent, though most of the free-

thinking orators were trained in his old John

Street meetings. Notwithstanding this propitia-

tion of the cemetery's conscience by the committee

who controlled the memorial, Newtown (Wales),

where Owen was born and buried, refused to ac-

cept the monument, even with a proffer of £300

for a fountain and clock. One would like to sub-

stitute in the inscription some recognition of the

old man's religious radicalism for that allusion to

the reduction of the hours of women and children

in factories. No doubt, Owen meant well ; but the

inclusion of women with children, in the factory

Acts, has proved a heavy blow to women and their

children and to society. Under the disguise of

philanthropy,-supplied unwittingly by Robert

Owen,-working-men have long been steadilyde-

priving women of all power to compete with them

in the labor market. Thousands of poor women

are refused work because they are legally forbid-

den to work full time; and whither have their

sentimental protectors driven them ? Owen had

serious limitations, and his influence ceased long

before his death; but the affectionate loyalty of

his old comrades for him, after outgrowing his

ideas, is touching. And now they are gathering

around him there in the silent land, where some

day their successors will make pilgrimages and

read the record of their lives with homage and

wonder, ere they turn to stone the next heretics

that come along.
MONCURE D. CONWAY.

LONDON, Sept. 26, 1884.

HAWTHORNE ON ATHEISM.

In his English Note-Books , under date of Aug. 6,

1854, Hawthorne records the fact that he saw Miss

Martineau, whom he describes as a large, robust,

elderly woman, plainly dressed ; but withal, he

says, she has so kind, cheerful, and intelligent a

face that she is pleasanter to look at than most

beauties. All her talk, he says, was about herself

gold, and gems with mystic figures and inscrip-

tions. There, or thereabouts, the line was supposed

tohavehad its origin in the sylvan life ofEtruria,

while Italy was yet guiltless of Rome." By some

astonishing clairvoyance ofhis weird genius, Haw-

thorne could more clearly describe prehistoric

Italy than could even Virgil or Livy or, in modern

times, Niebuhr.

But the Marble Faun gives us not only an un-

equalled and most lifelike delineation of Italian

nates, was still a case of almost pure intellect and

reason; while Nathaniel Hawthorne, with abrain

capable of almost anykind of mental achievement,

wasstill an emotionalist rather than a rationalist.

Hawthorne would never have allowed himself to

write the following sentence from the pen of Miss

Martineau, even if he had believed it to be true:

"Strange as it may appear, and impossible as it

may seem to so many, the Christian religion is in

fact, and will soon be generally recognized as, no

better than an old wife's fable." Miss Martineau | paganism in its remotest aspects, but also of the

could write thus about Christianity some thirty or curious conglomerate of polytheism and Chris-

forty years ago. It was her sincere conviction, ❘ tianity, which could arise nowhere else but in

and she boldly announced it. Like Milton, Haw-

thorne was a Puritan in sentiment, although, as in

Milton, the æsthetic side of him was gorgeous with

allkinds of poetry. But, ofcourse, Hawthorne, as

agreat poet, was a liberal and no fanatic, in spite

of the inherited Puritanism of his nature. He

was a pathologist rather than physiologist as an

analyst of the human heart. He was a casuist in

his fondness for dealing with cases of conscience.

His genius was specially given to working on the

trail of sin and sorrow. It wore rather an autum-

nal than vernal aspect. The weird and crepuscular

had an irresistible attraction for it. He preferred

to believe rather than to question; to have faith in

the myths of the past, and to treat them lovingly,

rather than to sneer at them.

But with his great cloud of brain, so to speak,

he could have been a cynic, sceptic, and scoffer of

the most vitriolic character, had he been so in-

clined; for his was a most penetrating eye, a most

piercing glance. But he cultivated the emotional

rather than the philosophic side of his nature, as

a writer of romances and twice-told tales. The

greatness and versatility of his mental and imagi-

native power are most strikingly evinced in the fact

that he could with equal felicity describe his father-

land, New England, with its unæsthetic and plain

practical Puritanism and its social newness and its

only two or three centuries of civilized life, with

and her affairs; but it did not seem like egotism, ❘ its sombre forests of pine and hemlock and its

because it was so cheerful and free from morbid

ness. "And this woman," he goes on to say, " is

an atheist, and thinks that the principle of life

will become extinct when her body is laid in the

grave! Iwill not think so, were it only for her

sake. What ! only a few weeds to spring out of

her mortality, instead of her intellect and sympa-

thies flowering and fruiting forever! " Apropos of

this extract from Hawthorne's Note-Books, it should

be said that, large-brained as the greatest of Ameri-

can romancers was, he was no philosopher, but an

emotionalist through and through. He was a most

subtle and profound student and anatomist of

human nature, with all its queer structural out-

growths of customs, usages, and religious beliefs ;

but he studied it not for the purpose of demon-

strating the absurdity and illusoriness of such

beliefs, but with a view to a loving descriptionof

them. He studied the human heart rather than

the head. He had a deep, innate reverence for all

myths, traditions, and alleged supernaturalisms.

He loved the mosses and lichens of human nature,

so to speak. Superstitions of all sorts found a

friend in him, a genius capable of rehabilitating

them, and making them charm and fascinate even

the practical age and country of rationalism, busi-

ness, and plain matter-of-fact in which he was

born, and by which he was environed all his life,

with the exception of the five or six years which

he passed in Europe. In fact, no two English-

writing contemporaries and literary celebrities of

the middle of this century were in more striking

contrast thanwere MissMartineau and Nathaniel

Hawthorne. Miss Martineau, though of the sex

sombre colonial memories, with its barren rocks

and east winds and stern winters, on the one

hand, and Italy with its gorgeous Romanism,

its thousands of history-and-myth-laden years, its

groves of citron and myrtle and soft winds, on the

other, as the Scarlet Letter and Marble Faun most

amply show. The old Latin poet, Virgil, had the

most intense love of the mythical past of the Italy

of his day. Hehad, too, a larger measure of senti-

ment, in the modern sense of the word, than any

other pagan poet. But even Virgil, a born poly-

theist, in the seventh book of the Eneid, which is

specially devoted to the legendary lore of Italy,

gives us no such vivid feeling of long-gone mythi-

cal times and the twilight of fable as we experience

in perusing the two chapters of the Marble Faun

which are entitled " The Pedigree of Monte Beni "

and " Myths." After reading these chapters, one

would almost suppose that Hawthorne had lived at

the court of King Evander in those primitive days

when the site of the Eternal City was a haunted

thicket and the forum a cow pasture. After

tracing the lineage of his Faun back "to the early

morn of Christendom, when the Roman Empire

had hardly begun to show signs of decline," our

great romancer goes on to say, " but, where written

record left the genealogy of Monte Beni, tradition

took it up, and carried it without dread or shame

beyond the imperial ages into the times of the

Roman Republic; beyond these again, into the

epoch of kingly rule. Nor even so remotely among

the mossy centuries did it pause, but strayed

onward into that gray antiquity of which there is

no token left save its cavernous tombs and a few

in which the emotional nature usually predomi- bronzes and some quaintly wrought ornaments of

Italy; namely, Romanism, or Roman Catholi-

cism, a spiritual domination, which for so many

centuries undertook to emulate the political and

imperial domination of the Roman Republic and

Empire. In the chapter entitled "Altars and In

cense," he describes the emotions of the lovely

NewEngland maiden, Hilda, alone and with her

dreadful secret, haunting St. Peter's. " Rome," he

says, " has a certain species of consolation readier

at hand, for all the necessitous, than any other

spot under the sky; and Hilda's despondent state

made her peculiarly liable to the peril, if peril it

can be justly termed, of seeking or consenting to

be thus consoled. Had the Jesuits known the

situation of this troubled heart, her inheritance of

New England Puritanism would hardlyhave pro-

tected the poor girl from the pious strategy of

those good fathers. Knowing as theydo how to

work each proper engine, it would have been ulti-

mately impossible for Hilda to resist the attrac-

tions of a faith which so marvellously adapts itself

to every human need. Not, indeed, that it can

satisfy the soul's cravings, but, at least, it can

sometimes help the soul toward a higher satisfac-

❘tion than the faith contains in itself. It supplies

amultitude of external forms, in which the spirit-

ualmaybe clothed and manifested. It has many

painted windows, as it were, through which the

celestial sunshine, else disregarded, may make

itself gloriously perceptible in visions of beauty

and splendor. There is no want or weakness of

human nature for which Catholicism will own

itself without a remedy. Cordials, certainly, it

possesses in abundance, and sedatives in inex-

haustible variety; and what once mayhave been

genuine medicaments, though a little the worse for

keeping. To do it justice, Catholicism is such a

miracle of fitness for its own ends, many ofwhich

might seem to be admirable ones, that it is difficult

to imagine it a contrivance of mere man. Its

mighty machinery was forged and put together,

not on middle earth, but either above or below .

If there were but angels to work it, instead of the

very different class of engineers who now manage

its cranks and safety-valves, the system would soon

vindicate the dignity and holiness of its origin."

Romanism may well be an impressive supersti-

tion and religion ; for it is a conglomerate, as I

have already said, of the gorgeous and elaborate

polytheisms of Hellas and Italy. Init may be

found conjoined the superstitions of primitive

Egypt, Western Asia, Greece, and Italy, with all

their ritualistic pomps and splendors. It is an

elaborate hierarchy, with only the least possible

infusion in it of the spirit of the Prophet of Gali-

lee, who was the foe of priesthoods and haughty

personal dominations of all sorts. Hawthorne was

a typical Puritza, like Milton, of a highly æsthetic

sort. He was a New Englander and American of

the most uncompromising character, so that his

European experiences rather intensified than di-

minished his Americanism. In this, he was unlike

his friend and contemporary, Longfellow, who be-

came largely Europeanized by his sojourns abroad,

and also largely Romanized in a sentimental way.
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At any rate, his " Evangeline " gave, and continues

to give, great aid andcomfort to Romanism. But

Longfellow, though amiable and charming person-

ally and poetically, was greatly the inferior of

Hawthorne, who was sui generis and unapproached

inhis genius.
B. W. BALL.

THE ETHICS OF PROPERTY.

II.

Letus try to educe from such concrete facts as

the pre-cited (last week), their essence, ina formula

which that flat-footed housemaid, Experience, shall

not brush away withphilosophical cobwebs. Prop-

erty (ethically defined) is the benefit reciprocated

by other beings or terra-solar organs, individuate

or collective, of the impressions we make on them.❘

Men and other animals are individuate, butmay

become collective by social synthesis, as in organ-

ized societies. The soil is a collective organ of

that planetary life which implies solar influence,

hence terra-solar. Plants rooted in the soil, and

nourished also by the air and waters, are interme-

diate, or at once individuate and collective. With

particular trees, individualized by our cherishing

care and life-long associations, the relation of

property is higher than it can be with grains or

roots grown in mass, sold by the bushel and con-

sumed every season. Their relation with us is col-

lateral simply to that of their perennial source, the

soil.

The rose or the cabbage reflects its gardener's

intelligent fulfilment of the purpose that informs

it, æsthetic or esculent, completing a circuit of

creative will between their human and planetary

factors in the collective terra-solar life.

When an enterprising gardener, in evolving the

ideal cabbage from the depths of his conscious-

ness, is transported by its mild and moist genius to

Puget Sound, he progresses a step into ethical

property. Entering the sphere of his reciprocal

benefit as a customer ; my seed beds, with equal

chances for the Puget Sound and Pennsylvania

seed, show twenty fine plants of Western origin

for one of Eastern. Thus, by forethought and

experimental energy, one gardener acquires higher

right in aparticular culture,whose repute justly

profits him, in the same ratio as horticultural soci-

etyat large. His labor is composite, by consocia-

tion with organic terra-solar life forces in their

intelligent distribution. By this intellectual ele-

ment superaddedto labor, a special viewbeingpros-

ecuted at personal cost,he becomes a proper candi-

date for horticultural awards, either honorary or

pecuniary, from societies of that class. Reputa-

tion thus enhances the profits of skill and success-

ful persistence in realizing an ideal. A higher

meed accrues to that sub-creation by which a Van

Mons becomes the godfather of fine new varieties

of pears, at the same time elucidating the general

law of variation in seedlings. Such propagators

and hybridizers are producers at once actual and

potential, and take rank with inventors or discover-

ers, in ratio with the social value of their respec-

tivesuccesses. No question as to costs can arise

here : the greatestmay be in pure loss, the enter-

prising take the chances. They are always a

supposable element in merit, and like past labor ,

concur to form a capital of knowledge and judg-

ment. Inventors and discoverers must often be

martyrs to their work; and premiums, when ac-

corded to success, will be more or less capricious,

as personal intrigue and favor may supersede

merit. This varies with the development of the

sense of equity in societies. Gratitude now at-

taches only to the fashionable arts of pleasure, and

chiefly to musicians. If the faint suggestions of

harmony, through sound, thus open purses, how

liberal must we suppose the social spirit,whenhar-

mony prevails in all sensual and social relations !

Such partiality to a fine art entails much injustice

toward simple necessary labor. Song birds are

insectivorous, and the instincts of society find it

less necessary to be, than to be splendid. Luxury

above all ; then comforts ; and as for the necessa-

ries, they maytake care for themselves. Care in-

deed is inherent to their costs. Equity, the idea

of which seems to have entered Nature some time

after the birth of man, is an instinct of slow as

well as late evolution. In the future, as in the

past, we may expect partial verdicts ; but is it not

a less evil, that benefactors of society should some.

times miss their dues, than that that fifth wheel

of the coach, called government, itself a privilege,

should be invested with arbitrary power to confer

privileges, and to pension its favorites from the

public purse ?

Moreover, as regards property in patents deriv-

ing their authority from constituted governments,

(and which thus engenders a conservative State

party), the experience of inventions of printing,

ofgunpowder, of the steam-engine, of photography,

etc.-proves that, in the natural evolution of

science, every important idea, which in its turn

rises upon our horizon of life, finds its rays re-

flected at once from the facets of minds differently

impersonated. It is as if the idea itself were a

person, and the inventors, media selected by this

person for his uses. Why then should awards or

patents be more exclusive than inspirations ?

In exploring the golden veins of thought, intel-

lectual men are apt to extravagate in claims of

fancied privilege. See Dickens' solicitude about

international copyrights. In nearly every case of

abook published in two or more countries, the

author or his first publisher has realized as much

as costs, at least, before there would be any temp-

tation to infringe upon his privilege of sales.

Finally, the books that make fortunes are almost

exclusively fictions ; i.e., works of amusement, and

of no value to industry, the arts, or sciences. More-

over, these works of imagination repay themselves

by pleasurable emotions in the composer, very

different from the conscientious labor required by

great works of science.

Copyrighters and patentees should reflect that

the only law of nature from which we can borrow

suggestion in translating physics by morality, is

that gravitative and magnetic forces draw in-

versely to the squares of the distances between

their subjects. The analogous attraction of cum-

ulative past labor in capital over presentlabor, in

the form of interest, should diminish in such ratio

to the distance in time from the originally produc-

ing labor. A general ratio, though inexact, as is

natural to all forces translated from the stable

equilibrium of physieal Nature to the unstable

equilibrium of human affairs, obtains between the

periods of distance in time from labor producing,

and the cumulative mass of capital produced. It

is curious that the attribution of three-twelfths to

capital arbitrarily assigned by Fourier is exactly

its customary allowance here as the rent on soils

in cotton culture. The artist's faculty is his poten-

tial capital which the work copyrighted or patented

renders actual. Patents ought then to die out by

the same gradual diminution as the awards to

other capital. The graduated income tax is an

arbitrary method of applying the same law by

State governments.

mate even approximately the various costs of

effort and of sacrifice, material and psychic, inci-

dent to such devotion, betrays one of the defects

of this mode of appraisement. Cost is certainly a

true factor in estimates, but cannot vindicate its

assumption to be the sole factor. The caprice of

individual sovereignty in estimating costs receives

anatural correction in case of products measurable

alike in quality and quantity, as are provisions

and most goods incommerce. Here, however, the

exchange of hour for hour, to be just, must imply

equal skill in parallel conditions of hygiene. An-

other complication in estimating costs arises from

the painful sacrifice of higher and more pleasur-

able capacities, which necessary routine labors

mayexact.

Fortunately, the exactness of ethical adjudica-

tions loses its importance in view of the multipli-

cation and the force of social ties which counter-

poise accumulation, and assimilate the influence

of capital to that of streams which disappear in

fertilizing soils.
M. E. LAZARUS.

CONVENTION OF THE F. R. A. AT FLOR-

ENCE, MASS.

Wednesday evening, November 19.-Address of

welcome, by William H. Spencer. Address by

the President, William J. Potter. Subject, "Nine-

teenth Century Religion."

Thursday morning, November 20.-Subject, "Sec-

ularization of the State." Opening paper by Fred

May Holland. Addresses by B. F. Underwood

and others.

Thursday afternoon.-Subject, "Radical Work

for the Young." Opening addresses by Mrs. Anna

Garlin Spencer and Mrs. Elizabeth Powell Bond.

Thursday evening.-Subject, "The Practical Side

of Religion." Address by Frederic A. Hinckley

on "The Human Question," followed by speeches

from Miss Mary F. Eastman and Mrs.Abby Mor-

tonDiaz.

There will be opportunity for discussion at each

session. F. A. HINCKLEY,

Sec'y F. R. A.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

"GEORGE ELIOT'S LIFE AND LETTERS," edited

by Mr. Cross, and filling three large volumes, will

be issued inEngland this month.

"IT is not alone" in Roman Catholic countries,

says Rev. James S. Bush, in his work just pub-

lished, The Evidences of Faith, "that the popular

suspicion of insincerity among the clergy is in-

creasing; and it is a melancholy sign of the de-

cadence of religious faith, when the rulers of a

Church continue to teach what they no longer

believe."

THE note of Rev. Tollemache-Tollemache, which

has been so severely commented upon, was as fol-

lows:-

SOUTH WITHAM RECTORY, Sept. 17, 1884.

All the villagers desirous of coming to my house

approach it ina becoming andrespectful manner; i.e. ,

through the backway and kitchen door. There is not

a farmer in the place who ever has had, or would

have, the impertinence to do otherwise. I desire that

in the future you will do the like.

R. W. L. TOLLEMACHE-TOLLEMACHE.

To the teacher of the Board School, South Witham.

THE student whom the Johns Hopkins re-

fused because she was a woman, Martha Cary

Thomas, ofBaltimore,has just received the de-
gree of Ph.D. summa cum laude, the fourth and

highest degree which the university of Zürich can

On the other hand, advocates of the "cost limit

of price" principle are prone to be niggardly

toward skill, and hence to its higher degrees in

discoveries or inventions, pretending that devotion

brings its own reward. The impossibility to esti-| bestow. Think of America sending her republi-
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can daughters to the heart of Europe to receive

their degrees of lofty scholarship ! Think of

Europe emerging from her mediævalism before

America ! Think of the universities of Switzer-

land, of Italy, of Austria, of Sweden, of France

shaming Columbia and Harvard !-Woman's Jour-

nal.

MR. CHARLES ELLIS, known a few years ago as

a radical lecturer and whose name is familiar to

our readers as an occasional contributor to The

Index, has been in this city for a short time. He

is, we are glad to see, in improved health. Mr.

Ellis was always in favor of liberal organizations,

which should combine with the fullest freedom a

high order of thought and work of a fine quality.

Not finding encouragement in the formation of

such societies, he gave up lecturing, and has since

devoted himself to literary work. As a writer, his

productions always show the same high character

that attracted attention to his lectures. We have

always been desirous of seeing him engaged on

the platform, and hope that he will yet return to

the field in which he can use his talents for the

greatestgood.

THE life of Dr. William Wells Brown, who died

at Chelsea, Mass., last week, was, as the Spring-

field Republican says, "not only a record of noble

philanthropy, but an inspiration to his race, and a

striking example of the power of man to lift him-

self above the most depressing surroundings." He

was born a slave in Kentucky sixty-eight years ago,

and was twenty-six years old when he escaped, and

commenced working as a steward on a steamer.

He educated himself ; became one of the anti-slav-

ery orators and writers ; represented the American

Peace Society in the Congress at Paris in 1849 ;

delivered lectures in England, Scotland, and Ire-

land, which attracted wide attention and gained

him the friendship of statesmen and scholars,

meanwhile studying medicine; and at the end of

six years returned to this country, and used his

voice and pen in supporting the anti-slavery move-

ment. Of late years, he had been devoted to the

cause of temperance and education, especially

among his own people.

AWRITER of ability and reputation, a contribu-

tor to the London quarterly, Mind, writes us : "As

you say, Fiske's spiritualization of the ' infinite

and eternal power' amounts to a theological twist

quite unwarranted by the logic of facts. Mind is

indeed, in all its manifestations, vastly more evan-

escent than the extra-mental existent and mentally

signified. As for the 'Absolute,' it seems to me

there is not the least ground for assuming a uni-

versal, all-effective energy behind the definite com-

plexes of power, which actually compel our per-

ceptions. And these compelling powers, when

they are not other human beings, are inferior to

our own nature. The progressive drift of evolu-

tion, taking place beyond all consciousness, is the

one fact which points to an inscrutable guidance

of events." We quite agree with our learned

friend that there is no reason to believe in a "uni-

versal, all-effective energy behind the definite com-

plexes of power which actually compel our percep-

tions"; but is not the power itself which compels

our perceptions and operates universally absolute

in the sense in which that word is used by

thinkers ? And of this power, this ultimate exist-

ence, by whatever name called, is not even "the

progressive drift of evolution taking place beyond

all consciousness," as disclosed to us, a phenom-

enal manifestation ? Whether the ultimate exist-

ence is psychical in its nature we do not profess

to know. Our objection to Mr. Fiske's statement

was that, after declaring his belief in the psychical

nature of the ultimate reality, he erroneously

claimed that this was also the position of Herbert

Spencer.

REV. MR. WOODROW, of the Theological Semi-

nary at Columbia, S.C., has his own notions as

to the origin of man and woman. He wants to

harmonize evolution with Genesis ; and so he claims

that Adam's body was developed from the body of

abrute, but that his soul was introduced by the

direct act of God, that afterward Eve's body was

made supernaturally from a rib of Adam. The

Board of Trustees by a vote of eight to three sus-

tain the author of this unique theory so far as to

say that "there is nothing in the doctrine of evo-

lution, as defined and limited by him, which ap-

pears inconsistent with perfect, soundness in the

faith." But the minority of the Board give the

following reasons for protesting against Rev. Wood-

row's views as heretical :-

First.-Evolution is an unproved hypothesis, and

the Seminary is not the place for such teaching .

Second. Belief in evolution changes the interpre-

tation of many passages of Scripture from that now

received by the Church.

Third. The view that the body of Adam was

evolved from lower animals and not formed by a

supernatural act of God is dangerous and hurtful.

Fourth . The theory that Adam's body was formed

by the natural law of evolution, while Eve's was

created by a supernatural act of God, is contrary to

our confession of faith, as that confession of faith has

been and is interpreted by our Church.

Fifth. The advocacy of views which have received

neither the indorsement of the Board nor that of the

Synods having control of the Seminary, which have

not been established by science, which have no

authority from the Word of God, which tend to un-

settle the received interpretation of many passages

of Scripture, and to destroy the confidence of the

Church in her doctrinal standards, which have al-

readyproduced so much evil, andwhich will injure

the Seminary and may rend our Church, ought not to

be allowed.

The two reports have been the subject of consid-

erable controversy among the orthodox ministers

of the South. Recently, the Presbyterian Synod

at Greenville, S.C., was engaged several days in a

warm and spirited discussion of Evolution, several

leading divines participating. The question was

settled by the adoption of the following resolution,

50 voting for and 45 against it : "Resolved, That

in the opinion of the Synod the teaching of evo-

lution in the theological seminary at Columbia,

except in a purely expository manner, with no in-

tention of inculcating its truth, is hereby disap-

proved."

THE INDEX, in its criticism of the action taken

by the National Liberal League at its last annual

meetings, is sustained by the Radical Review, which

says : "But, as we have stated, the League had

pledged its members to the repeal policy. Now, if

it sincerely desired the reconciliation of the two

hostile liberal factions, it ought, therefore, to have

rescinded the resolutions pledging it to the 'repeal'

policy, instead of passing the whole matter over

in silence. That would have been honest." "Was

it not stultification on the part of the League to

elect him [Ingersoll] to that position, when we

remember that he had left it because it indorsed

the 'repeal' policy, and when the League still in-

dorses that policy ?" Of the same purport are these

sentences from an editorial in Monroe's Iron-clad

Age of last week: "These [the objectionable reso-

lutions] left unrepealed are in full force, like the

Delaware laws against blasphemy that came so

near catching our Robert. If the League Con-

gress was sincerely in earnest in its efforts to bury

bygones and bring about reconciliation, fairness,

and good feeling, it is to be regretted that it left

open any avenue for misunderstanding to creep

in." The Freidenker, the leading German free-

thought journal of the country, whose objections

..

to the League we should in fairness state are not

in all respects the same as our own, says of the

organization, in view of the action at Cassadaga,

that "we no longer feel ourselves one with the

same. It has enormously removed itself from us."

The Religio-Philosophical Journal, in a lengthy edi-

torial, criticises the League on the grounds stated

above, and because it has issued a programme for

the promulgation of secularism, while professing

to be limited in its scope to State secularization.

Lucifer, published at Valley Falls, Kan., hitherto

one of the stanchest defenders of the League, and

Liberty, Mr. Tucker's little paper, are among the

journals which have withdrawn from the League

all sympathy, because of its action at Cassadaga,

which they regard as inconsistent and temporizing.

No paper that opposed the League prior to its

late convention supports it now, while several of

those that defended it then have abandoned it

since. We have already stated that, so far as the

League confines its work to State secularization,

it will have our best wishes; but no amount of

abuse in papers that suppress the truth by the

advice of the leaders of the League shall prevent

independent and candid criticism of its action in

these columns.

A HARVEST DAY.

For The Index.

"Im engen Kreis verengert sich der Sinn."-Schiller.

"The mind grows narrow in a petty round."

Thus did I read the grand old poet's phrase,

And thought upon mydull, disheartening days

Which no bright noontides,no rich sunsets crowned.

Invain I beat my wings against the bars,

Scorning the trifling cares, the lower range.

My fellowship I deemed was with the strange,

Free souls whose course sped straightest to the stars .

One day, when flaming autumn robed the lands,

Iwandered forth, my irksome tasks undone,

To warm my chilled frame 'neath the chary sun,

Andtake the year's gold with belated hands.

Beside brown fields I rested, where the soil

Its royal largess latehad yielded up,

To furnish forth the loaf, to fill the cup

WhichTime awards to honest, sturdy toil.

Afeeble crone who gleaned the scattered ears

Raised her dim eyes. "Ogreat, rich world!" she cried:

"So much for hope! So much for love and pride!

O, world, I thank thee!"-this with happy tears,

Andjoyful smiled, and bound her slender sheaves.

The whole round world was hers, beyond her cot.

Ashamed, I faced once more my lowly lot,

Andhomeward walked beneath the flaming leaves.

HELEN T. CLARK.

NORTHUMBERLAND, PENN.

A SONNET .

For The Index.

When o'er my soul a twilight darkness lies,

And I discouraged can do naughtbut pray

That soon the Light of Truth may find thewa

Into my saddened soul, all passion dies

Within me: a great, wide-spread content

Fills all my being, and I feel my heart

Andmind and soul expanding with the smart

Of hidden ecstasy. Then am I bent

Frommy own will to His, the God of Truth;

And I cansay with tear-stained eyes andwet,

"More patience, Lord: I know Truth is not yet,

Butmy poor heart is sore with bitter ruth

Waiting for dawn." I'm glad I have been taught

"Thy will be done" : mywill,shall be as naught.

M. L. B. O.
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BOSTON, NOVEMBER 13, 1884,

THE INDEX is published every Thursday, at No. 44 Boyl-

stonStreet, Boston, by an incorporated Board of Trustees

nominated by the Free Religious Association. Terms:

Three dollars peryear, in advance.

THE objects of THE INDEXmay be defined by the objects

of the Free Religious Association ; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-

lowship in the spirit, and to encourage the scientific study

of man's religious nature and history"; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks
these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.

It would subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations-the Christian no less

than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipate Re-

ligion frombondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-

tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

may be put more effectually to the service of a higher

Morality and an improved Social Welfare.

WILLIAM

BENJAMINFUNDERWOOD, :::::::}Editors .

NO WRITERS IN THE INDEX, editorial or other, are to be

regarded as speaking in behalf of the Free Religious Asso-

ciation as awhole; nor is any writer to be held responsible

for anyopinions expressed in its columns except his own.

For all unsigned editorial matter, B. F. UNDERWOOD, the

office editor, is responsible.

ALL communications intended for the paper and all

basiness letters should be addressed to B. F. UNDERWOOD,

theBusiness Manager,44Boy ston Street,Boston, towhose

order all checks and drafts for THE INDEX should be

made payable. Letters for Mr. POTTER should be ad-

dressed to him, at New Bedford, Mass .

PAPERS are forwarded until an explicit order is

received by the publishers to discontinue, and until pay-

mentof all arrearages is made. The change of date on the

address label is a receipt for renewal, and no other receipt
willbe sent unless specially requested.

For The Index .

Evolution of Masonry and Theology.*

BY F. B. STEPHENSON, Α.Μ. ,

Membre titulaire de la Societe d'Anthropologie de Paris.

(Concludedfrom last week.)

As the sun at the four stations, in the ancient

symbolic chart, was figured by a human form,

so, in course of ages, each one of the several

images came to represent a distinct person. The

historyof these various persons was handed down

through widely separate lands, and became so

many independent versions of the original allegory

with the usual imperfections resulting from the

errors of human narrators. These four stories

may be seen in the four Gospels, all referring to

the same individuality, the one sun. The two

Saints John are two of the four suns . One is

young and loving, the other is old and rough. One

is typical of morning and of spring, the other of

evening and of autumn. As the sun of the next

day appears, we see him called Son of Man, as

well as Son of God. The elder John knows that

he must decrease, while the new sun and saviour

must increase. The new sun is lowly born in the

east. At an early age,he rises to talk with the

"wisemen in the temple" of the upper world, and

astonishes them with his learning. He is aware

that the noonday Ruler and himself are in the

same duty. "I and my Father are one." He is

* I give names of some of the authorities consulted. A

complete list would be much longer. There are scores of

books in Astor Library and Brooklyn Library which I have
looked into and culled from for confirmation of the main

ideas presented: Analysis of Egyptian Mythology, J. C.
Pritchard; Bible Myths, Anonymous ; Encyclopædia Bri-
tannica; Histoire Abrégée de Différens Cultes , J. A. Du-

laure; History of Masonry, Rebold ; "History of Zuñi In-

dians," F. H. Cushing, in Century magazine, 1883; Isis
Unveiled, H. P. Blavatsky; Les Origines des Cultes, Du-

puis; Life of Jesus , D. F. Strauss ; Mythology and Folklore,

G. W. Cox; Mythology of the New World, D. G. Brinton;
OnAncientEgypt, Bunsen; On Mankind, their Origin and
Destiny, anM.A. of Baliol College , Oxford ; Philosophy of

Mythology, Max Müller; The Biole, The Great Dyonisiac

Myth, Robert Brown, Jr.; The Origin of Pagan Idolatry,
GS. Faber; Zoological Mythology, De Gubernatis; Ma-
sonic Writings of Albert Pike; Mythology of the Aryan
Nations, G. W. Cox.

the God-Man. He is sent "by the Father. " From

each and from both goes forth the Holy Spirit of

Light and Truth. As he, the rising one, has

passed the youthful days, and continues his mis-

sion of good, his upward course, the elder John,

the dethroned sun of sinking day and year, his

supposed antagonist, strives to resist him. "Com-

est thou to me?" he asks. "Suffer it to be so

now," says the voice of authority. The man of

the leathern raiment splashes the waters of the

dark river upon the son(or sun) ofthe morning,-

baptism in Jordan, but he cannot restrain his

progress. It is the will of the All-Father. The

Godof heaven, by the typical dove, acknowledged

him as son; and the course of nature goes on.

At last, the time comes when he, the new sun, in

turn is lifted up, placed on the cross (the astro-

nomic cross) in sight of all the earth. With him

are two personages. On the one hand is a mild

and loving being, on the other one fierce and curs-

ing. They are types of hopeful morning and spring,

of despairing evening and autumn. Then the cen-

tral sun himself passes through the night's dark-

ness, the winter's cold and nakedness, through the

valley of death. Three spaces of time he tarries

in the regions below, before the early dawn, the

vernal equinox, and then begins to rise again, and

by "three efforts," or periods, ascends to highest

heaven, the resplendent sun, the type of light, of

truth, of life.

"The third day therewas a marriage in Cana."

The miracle of Cana is an allegory of the sun

producing the juice of the grape from water

through the usual course of nature. The Son of

Man fed the multitudes. He touched the food,

and it was multiplied in his hands. He told

his disciples some things they understood not,

some ideas they were not yet able to bear. He

gave light, sometimes partially, sometimes fully,

now gradually, again suddenly. The eyes of the

physically and spiritually blind were opened, ac-

cording as theycould bear the light. He employed

means to bring the uninitiated "to the light." He

gave the twelve (months,-disciples) bread and

wine (as the autumn does to the year). He par-

took of the "bitter libation." Consider the alle-

goric signification of Christ being temptedby the

Prince of Darkness-and of the history of Judas.

The symbolic meaning of Jesus saying three times

that he must go up to be crucified may be

inferred. "The end of the world" means the "end

of the year." The coming of the Messiah or

Saviour is the resurrection of the sun with the

new day, the return of the sun with the new

year. A prominent Jewish writer has said our

"Messiah is Truth." Jesus teaches the brother-

hood of men, and that we all have one God,-

Father, Lord of Light and Truth. The great civ-

ilized community is the modern "City of God," the

kingdom of heaven.

In the story of Babel, which may represent, at

least in part, merely a lodge or portion of a theo-

logical system, great stress was laid upon material

work, they would build a tower toheaven. Moral

force spoke against such a degradation of the true

light, and there arose a confusion of tongues.

When, as related in the New Testament, the

Spirit came, it was as the sound of a "rushing,

mighty wind, which filled the house." The chosen

ones received the gift of tongues; that is, they

weremade masons, and received the true inspira-

tion. " Every man heard them [the apostles]

speak in his own language" ; that is, in the uni-

versal speech, or the language of truth, masonic

terms. This infusion of the Spirit was the advent

of the higher life among men at that time. In this

lightenment, the true way of progress be discov-

ered.

In the thirteenth chapter of the Gospel by Mat-

thew are several verses of symbolic teaching.

Since the story of the agony in the garden is re-

jected by the critics as not being a part of the

canonical books, its presence among them, and the

manner of its coming, may serve to explain the

way inwhich arose different versions and modifi-

cations of one original allegory.

We read, "In the beginning was the Word, and

the Word was God." In him was life and light.

The Greek "Logos," which is translated "Word,"

may come from a word which means "archives."

It thus might mean the place where mental life

is; and so the alphabet would be " Logos" (which

also means speech, discourse, wisdom), from

which the Perfect Light goes forth, as the rising

sun, to dispel the darkness of ignorance, prevent

sin, and bring about the rule of truth and right.

The thought contained in the sentence, "I am

the same, yesterday, to-day, and forever," was writ-

ten in reference to the divinity of the Hindus long

before the time of Moses .

In the mysteries of India, the initiate was di-

vested of his shoes, and clothed in a garment with-

out a seam (compare the seamless robe of Christ) .

Onhim was put a cord of three strands, so twined

as to make three times three (cable-tow) ; and he

was made to go three times around the cavern.

Silence, fortitude, prudence, temperance, and jus-

tice were inculcated. He was sprinkled with

water (baptism). There were secrets never to be

divulged "except to those who, after long trial,

should be found worthy." Certain formulæ of

the Brahmans were never written, but were (and

yet are) impartedby a whisper in the ear.

In the Persian mysteries, the candidate was

received on the point of the sword, presented to his

"naked left breast," by which he was slightly

wounded. The priests of Mithras promised the

initiates a deliverance from sin, by means of con-

fession and baptism.

The Egyptian priests reverenced a being whom

they called the Great One. Initiation into the

mysteries, as practised by them, was considered

a symbolic death and descent to a place of purifi-

cation (purgatory), with subsequent resurrection

to new life, which was to typify a higher intelli-

gence; that is, more light to the mind. One of

their legends relates that a certain personage (Osi-

ris or Horus) was born of a virgin, slain by the

enemy, and his body hidden. After long search,

the remains were found and buried by friends.

Then followed resurrection.

The mysteries of Egypt, Assyria, Persia, and

Phoenicia, gave rise and elaboration or develop-

ment to those of the Hebrews. The mysteries of

the Essenes were derived, in great part, from those

of the antecedent and contemporaneous Hebrews ;

and from these, in turn, came the secret rites of

Christians, who used the Jewish modification of

many peculiar terms. At its beginning, Chris-

tianity was an initiation, like that of pagan relig-

ious societies ; and one part of the ceremony was

the " bringing to light."

The use of incense in different religious systems

(so-called churches), the laying on of hands, the

degrees or stages of advance, and other ceremo-

nies, are very significant in considering the ques-

tion of origin of these associations. The similarity

of the ritual of the various Christian churches and

that of the religious systems of the ancient world

(or that of the "lodge") suggests their common

origin. The substance of the ceremonies and mys-

teries which constituted the early Christian wor-

higher life, not living bybread alone, should mod- ship maybefound in the forms of sun worship or

ern civilization find solid basis, and, by this en- nature worship. The celebration of these rites
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was called the mass, the Latin name of which

(missa) is full of meaning.

These ancient mysteries were a kind of inner,

purer religion, of which the practices of the popu-

lace became corruptions and degenerations, and

sometimes the most decided degradations.

The different systems of religion that have

arisen, both before and after Christianity, are of

the same general form with it, being more or less

varied in completeness and in extent of ceremonial.

The legendary poems of ancient Greece contain

illustrations of the sun allegory. In Homer's

Iliad, Book First, lines 531-535, it is said that Jove

went to hold a banquet among the Ethiopians

(that is, in the region of night and of winter),

and with him went all the train of the gods (that

is, all the celestial host). Twelve days, or spaces

of time, must elapse ere he returned to heaven.

again." The passage of the twenty-four hours of

the day may be symbolized in like manner.

In the term "Hiram" is easily recognized

Brahma of the Hindus, Osiris of the Egyptians,

Mithras of the Persians, Bacchus of the Greeks

Balder the Beautiful 10 of the Goths; and many

others might be named of which these various

peoples celebrated the birth, maturity, downfall,

and death, with resurrection to a new life and

glory. Each became a source of power, joy, and

triumph to the respective nation. Even so are

the ceremonies connected with the worship of the

one who "was called a Nazarene."

The historic or generic existence of the various

entities or individualities herein referred to is

possible or even probable; but many of the cir-

cumstances alleged of them (constituting perhaps

the mythos, respectively) seem explicable by rea-

Recall, in this connection, the history of Priam, ❘ sonings from phenomena observed of impersonal

Hector, and Achilles (the younger binds the elder

to his chariot wheels, and drags him in the dust),

and the Laokoön (contest against time). The

victories of Hercules are but exhibitions of the

solar power which have to be ever repeated. The

twelve labors are twelve months.

In ancient Roman mythology, we find a form of

the sun allegory presented by the history of Rom-

ulus and Remus. The double-faced Janus is a

figure of the year. The young face typifies the

happy morning and joyous spring: the aged one

means evening and autumn (or the phases of the

day, the beginning and end of the cycle of sea-

sons). When intelligently conceived, they are

not antagonists, but harmoniously unite to com-

plete the round of nature.

The legends of Scotland, Norway, and Sweden,

teach us that Odin came from Asia through East-

ern Europe. The religious systems of the Goths

and kindred peoples of North Europe are similar

in their supernatural features to those of Greece

andRome. The story of Faust and Mephistophe-

les is very ancient, and may be viewed as a form

of the allegory of the sun.

Many illustrations of this idea may be found in

the hieroglyphic literature of Egypt, in Homer,

in Hesiod, Virgil, Dante, and Milton, as well as in

the folk-lore of various peoples and places.

By the monks of Thibet, the priests of Hindu-

stan, Egypt, Persia, Assyria, Samothrace, Eleusis,

Rome, and those of peoples in every country thence

around the earth to the mountains of China, the

mysteries of numbers and symbols were used, all

pointing to the variety and harmony, the beauty

and grandeur of the universe of God. From India,

through nations and countries encircling the world

westward to India again, the worship of the sun

or nature worship has furnished the central idea of

multiform idolatries.9

Inmodernmasonry, the typical personage is the

representative of the sun in his apparent progress

through the heavens. He appears at the south

gate of the celestial temple, and passing this point

receives the first blow (intimation of coming de-

struction or death). Going on toward the west, he

receives another more serious wound, and "blood

is drawn." As he approaches the north, the dim-

night point, he is put to death by another sun,

transformed to a spirit of darkness, and for a time

the Evil One is triumphant. The representative

lies in the tomb three spaces of time, and then is

raised by three trials to become again the king of

earth, enthroned inheaven.

About Christmas time, the solar year commences

to be (born again), and the days begin to grow

longer. The ring (annulus) of the seasons rolls

on. After the seed-time of spring follow the ripen-

ing of summer and the harvests of autumn; while

winter is the year grown old, which "must be born

nature.

The allegory of the apparent course of the sun

is the history of the twenty-four hours of each

earthly day, the symbolic record of the year; and

human life maybe thus typified:-

"Like leaves on trees, the race of man is found,

Nowgreen in youth, now withering on the ground;

Another race the following spring supplies :

They fall successive, and successive rise.

So generations in their course decay,

So flourish these when those have passed away."

-Homer.

In like manner may be portrayed the history of

the birth, rise, progress, downfall, and death of

nations.

While special forms of life dissolve away as the

ever approaching west is brought successively

near, the race lives on.

The "Great Architect" is over all ; and the mercy

of the Supreme Ruler is "from everlasting to ever-

lasting," that all may know his ways and obey his

laws.

These allegories, drawn from the motions of

celestial bodies,have lost much of their primitive

beauty in the modern scientific mind; but they

seemed more interesting and impressive in the

days of the ancient wise man, who represented the

sun and stars as homes of powerful beings and

pure spirits . Yet in this stupendous vastness of

universal nature is an awful grandeur that must

make the thoughtful mind devout.

Upon this symbolic chain of ideas have been

hung many wise moral teachings which human

experience has found good for man's guidance

through life.
Through careful research and observation, (ma-

sonry or) modern theology is found to be very

ancient in origin, and to have come down to the

present time through many and various channels.

Nevertheless, though now widely spread among

men of different races and languages, the central

ideas thereof remain essentially as in the begin-

ning. In its truth and purity, masonry may well

be called the universal religion.

As the history of human thought is studied, it

may be seen that, while various systems of religion

have arisen, flourished, and decayed, the eternal

principles of right remain. By these principles

founded on truth,¹11 men should govern themselves.

Morality is not dependent upon theology, but is of

far higher source and of much greater value.

6The existence of other versions of the allegory, vari-

ously full in particulars, is not denied.

7"To the contemplative mind, humanity is the mysteri-

ous power that, over all the face of inanimate nature,

turns water into wine ."

8The Hebrew element in masonry is comparatively mod-

ern, and its presence is an illustration of the influence of

local circumstances and of different languages upon the

original purity of symbolic representations and expres.

sions.

9Esoteric and exoteric Buddhism may be cited as illus-

trative of the antiquity and territorial extension of the

main ideas of this essay. The wide-spread existence of

associations of men of various nations,- from India

through Persia and Assyria to Egypt, before and during

the time of Alexander the Great, is interesting in this

connection.

10 When Balder was wounded by the mistletoe, the as-

sembled gods were "struck with horror." He was made

(in the legend) to drink from a human skull. Aring was

givenhim to wear on the finger as a safeguard.

11"Magna est veritas et praevalebit."

CORRESPONDENCE .

THE NEW YORK DIET KITCHENS.

Editors of The Index :-

AnEnglish gentleman who has recently visited the

United States on a tour of investigation and inspec-

tion of our more notable charitable institutions has

written to a London newspaper that it would be well

for that city and Paris to copy the New York chari-

ties; and, of them, he particularly mentions the diet

kitchens for the sick poor. This is praise indeed as

coming from an Englishman, as everything British is

generally considered right and everything American

wrong by our cousins over the water.

The diet kitchens are three in number, and are

located in different parts of the city, where they are

most needed, in neighborhoods of terrible squalor

and wretchedness. They were inaugurated eleven

years since, under the name of "The New York Diet

Kitchen Association," and have been supported by

voluntary contributions, legacies, and donations, the

city government occasionally making small appropri-

ations for them. Any one paying the small sum of

three dollars annually can become a member. The

membership of the organization includes both men

andwomen, but the whole control of affairs is man-

aged by women. The president, vice-president, and

all the officers are women, with an advisory of men

who are mere ornamental figures in the society .

Every woman in our country may well be proud of

the ability shown by the lady managers of this Asso-

ciation. Their tact, clear-mindedness, and self-pos-

session have been admitted by all who are acquainted

with the methods of this most excellent charity.

Many of the prominent physicians of NewYork have

testified to the benefits of these kitchens to the sick

poor.

The object of the society is to furnish nourishment

to the destitute in time of illness . The chief articles

supplied are beef tea, milk, and bread; and many

poor creatures with barely life enough to crawl to the

kitchens for sustenance have been saved from an un-

timely end. The free medical dispensaries of the

city are closely connected with these establishments.

The poor apply to them for treatment and medicine.

If the attendant physician finds them unable to buy

nourishment of a suitable character, he gives them a

ticket to the matron of the diet kitchen, onwhich is

written a requisition for whatever is needed, for a

given space of time, usually one week. On the

other side of the card is printed, "Take a clean vessel

with you,"-a necessary precaution, as poverty is

generally very untidy. The address, too, of the pe-

titioner is written on the card by the physician.

The matron takes the ticket, and supplies the de-

mand. But her task does not end here. She has one

far more trying. It is her duty to visit the abiding-

places of those who present themselves or for whom

nourishment is asked. She must climb stairs to

unclean attics, or go down into dingy cellars, any-

where the address bids her to inspect, in order to

learn the true situation of the impecunious invalid.

She sees at a glance if it is a case demanding charity,

or if humbug has been resorted to for food. She

makes eighteen visits sometimes in a single after-

noon, and for this labor with her other duties is paid

about $400 a year. This visiting of the matron is an

admirable provision, as busy physicians have little

time to investigate into the pecuniary condition of

their charity patients, while the quick intuitions of a

woman divine their needs at once, and she reports

accordingly.

At one of the kitchens, the number of applicants is

frequently between eighty and ninetydaily; and the

ratio increases at the rate of one thousand a year.

This is a startling fact, as the increase of the popula-

tion would hardly warrant it. And here arises the

interesting question whether the poorer classes of

New York become more demoralized and wretched
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withthe progress oftime and civilization, or that the

wisest of charities fosters pauperism. During 1883, at

the three kitchens, ninety thousand pints of milk

were given for sick children. Who could refuse

nourishment for the little ones, whatever the parents

or relatives may be? It is sad to mention in this

connection that drunkenness is the sole cause of dis-

tress in verymany cases of application.

It might be a lesson to many who are dissatisfied

with the comforts of life without its splendors and

elegancies to watch the procession which enters

either one of the diet kitchens at noon any day of the

year, the pale woman who still has the something

about her that tells of better days; the women who

are shame-faced to be seen asking for charity, and

half hide their features; and the brazen ones. Alas !

it is a terrible sight as they present their tin pails for

food for themselves or their sick in their wretched

hiding-places .

Most of the applicants are foreigners. There is

rarely an American in the long line of poverty-

stricken creatures, rarely a Jew or colored person,

andnever a Chinese.

With all the precautions taken against fraud, not

infrequently a genuine case of obtaining food under

falsepretences is discovered. Amiserlywoman had

milkandbread for days, when it was learned she had

money at interest. Another woman obtained milk to

make a pudding for her boarders. Still anotherhad

excited great sympathy for her sick children whom

she was forced to leave alone while she went out to

work, until it was learned her husband was lying

inher room drunk from day to day. Such instances

only sharpen the eyes of the matrons, until they be-

come the cleverest of detectives.

Itwas the ladies of New York who first established

suchhead-quarters of relief for the sick poor. Their

example has been followed since in other cities, and

sometimes under a more pretentious name. For the

plain, unadorned rooms used for the purposes de-

scribed, the word "kitchen" seems very appropriate;

and it is one that pleases the taste of the average

Knickerbocker.

ELLEN E. DICKINSON.

" REASON THE ONLY ORACLE OF MAN. "

Editors of The Index :-

The above is the title of a book (elsewhere termed

Oracles of Reason) of which few copies are to be

found, written by Ethan Allen, prior to 1782, and pub-

lished byHuswell & Russell at Bennington, Vt. , for

the author, in 1784.

Avery small edition was printed, and this was sub-

sequently suppressed by the author's friends as much

as possible . One copy is in the State library at Mont-

pelier, slightly defective in the table of contents.

Another and complete copy belongs to the Vermont

Historical Society, having been presented (in Janu-

ary, 1882) by the late J. N. Pomeroy, Esq., of Burling-

ton. This copy has written in it, by the author him-

self, the following several inscriptions :-

"Dear Fanny, wife, the Beautiful and Young, the

partner of my joys, my dearest self, pride of my life,

your sex's pride and pattern of sincere politeness :

To thee a compliment I make of treasures rich, the

Oracles of Reason."

"Ethan Allen was born 21st of January, 1739, and

Fanny, his wife, was born 4th April, 1760, and were

married February the 16, 1784."

"This book is a present from the author to his

lady."

EthanAllen was twice married, his first wife dying

at Arlington in 1783. He died of apoplexy , near Bur-

lington, Feb. 12, 1789, aged fifty years; not living to

see his proud little commonwealth, nor his own ser-

vices to the nation acknowledged by Congress , as they

have since been. Statues of him in marble have been

erected at Burlington and at Montpelier, and some

attempts have been made to do justice to his life and

memory.

His political writings were numerous, and, like

his military actions, were pointed, sharp, effective .

Upon these chiefly his reputation rests; but the free-

dom which characterized his mind and spirit in poli-

tics was equally a factor in his religion. He was no

servant of tradition, fear, or custom, but believed sin-

cerely in Deity, in moral duty, and in future exist-

ence with rewards and punishments. He discarded

miracles and supernatural revelation as incredible,

impossible; and for this he was denounced and feared,

though his life was as upright, moral, and honorable

1

as others of his time. It cannot be disputed that he

washonorable, generous,just, akind and noble man.

But he thought in advance of his time. Without

education or books, he was a free, direct, original

thinker, and sought for the truth of things. It has

beencharged that he derived his ideas from reading

English Deistical writings, and from one Thomas

Young, a noted infidel of his time, who resided in

Connecticut, and afterward removed to Philadelphia.

It is not improbable that he met and conversed with

notedmen, both in this country and inEngland, who

were of his way of thinking. But, in the prefaceto

the Oracles of Reason, he writes : "In the circle of

my acquaintance (which has not been small), I have

generally been denominated a Deist, the reality of

which I never disputed, being conscious I am no

Christian, except mere infant baptism makes me one;

and, as to being a Deist, I know not, strictlyspeaking,

whether I amone or not, for I have never read their

writings. Mine will therefore determine the matter,

for Ihave not in the leastdisguised my sentiments ."

The Oracles of Reason he regarded as his great-

estwork, the chief accomplishment of his life. It is

elaborated with greatcare; and, though imperfect and

incorrect in some particulars, for a man in his circum-

stanees it is certainly a remarkable work. And, as

a treatise on natural theology, even from the modern

religious stand-point, itdeserves exemption from the

sweeping condemnation it has received at the hands

of the defenders of "revealed religion." Mr. Sparks ,

while criticising severely the literary qualities of the

book, yet admits that "some of the chapters on nat-

ural religion, the being and attributes of God, and

the principles and obligations of morality, should

perhaps be excepted ; for, although they contain little

that is new, yet they are written in a tone and ex-

press sentiments which may screen them from so

heavy a censure." Mr. Sparks adds : "There is much

to admire in the character of Ethan Allen. He was

brave, generous, and frank, true to his friends, true

to his country, consistent and unyielding in his pur-

poses, seeking at all times to promote the best in-

terests of mankind, a lover of social harmony, and a

determined foe to the artifices of injustice and the

encroachments of power. Few have suffered more

in the cause of freedom, few have borne their suffer-

ings with a firmer constancy or a loftier spirit."

Surely, aman of whom all this is said is entitledto

acandid hearing of his religious opinions. The limits

of this communication will not permit me to give an

abstract of the Oracles of Reason; but, in my opin-

ion, while not affirming the truth or untruth of it,

even modern theologians have not been able to make

any more direct, complete, and convincing statement

of arguments for the existence of God and a moral

government by God. It is what its author claimed, a

system of natural theology. The vigor with which

it applies reason and knowledge to religion is cer-

tainly remarkable, considering the age in which it

was done. "We are obliged," says this book, "to

admit an independent cause, and ascribe self-exist-

ence to it; ... but the eternity or manner of the exist-

ence of a self-existent and independent being is to

all finite capacities utterly incomprehensible."

Traces, like slight dawnings, of modern agnosti-

cism, and even evolution, are not wanting. The au-

thor distinguishes between "creation" and "forma-

tion." The former he treats as "eternal and without

succession, " implying the necessary properties, qual-

ities, aptitudes, which we denominate nature, while

"formation" is modification and growth.

He rejects the Mosaic cosmogony, and says of

ancient writers, "We should not act the part of se-

vere critics with their writings any further than to

prevent their obtrusion on the world as being infal-

lible."

He argues for morality as "derived from natural

fitness , and not from tradition." "Though natural

evil," he says, "is unavoidable, yet moral evilmay be

prevented or remedied by the exercise of virtue ."

"Morality is therefore of more importance to us than

any or all other attainments ."

A. N. ADAMS.

OBJECTIONS TO WOMAN SUFFRAGE CON-

SIDERED.

Editors of The Index :-

A reform has never been inaugurated without

many objectors; and the advancement of women,

and the reform of the laws and usages against her

social and political equality with men, are no excep-

tion to other reforms in this respect. There is a con-

servative element always opposed to new things. It

predicts evil results without end sure to follow the

adoption of liberal laws; and yet, when in spite of

obstacles the reform moves on and is established,

it finally ceases its opposition, and finds things not

turning out so disastrously after all. Every one will

admit the position occupied bywomen in the present

time to be a long ways in advance ofthat of a century

ago, and yet each step onward has been contested.

Every obstacle that could be found has been dili-

gently raked into her path; and, with unwearied

patience and endurance, she has surmounted them,

until in our own country in many of the States she

stands almost on an equality with man except politi-

cally. And now that she, in company with a few

noble, unselfish men, is striving for the franchise, the

rakers are still at work hauling in obstacles to ob-

struct her march. I do not fear that they will at last

be overcome, but they prolong the time when the

freedom of womanmaybe hailed ; andmany faithful

workers in this cause will not live to see the perfect

fulfilment of their hopes .

Let us glance for amoment at some of the objec-

tions offered against woman suffrage. In an article

entitled "The Remonstrants Right," found in The

Index for October 16, the writer states as an objection

that the baser element of womankind would be ma-

nipulated in the elections by political wire-workers ,

while the better sort would take no part or interest in

the matter. He brings up the thirty thousand women

of New York City who belong to the demi-monde as

an instance of the kind of women that would vote .

There are enough ignorant, unscrupulous voters now ,

he thinks, without adding a host of immoral women .

What about the immoral men? The demi-monde is

not composed of women alone. The writer does not

say how many men have enlisted in its ranks, but

we may safely place the number at double that of

women. If there were no licentious men, there would

be no prostitutes among women. What can be more

inconsistent, more audacious, what more contempti-

bly egotistical or more insulting to women in general

than to array the feminine part of the demi-monde in

the rags ofdisgrace and banishment, and let the mas-

culine part in broadcloth and fine linen soar into full

political privilege ? Licentiousness is the lowest of

crimes, but it is not one atom more to be condemned

inwomanthan in man. If it is deemed best to make

certain conditions requisite for franchise, let them be

made, but made the same for men and women. If

lewd women are to be excluded, then also exclude

lewd men; and the number of voters would be mate-

rially lessened. But where is the justice of denying

the franchise to those women who wish to exercise it ,

because evil women might claim the same power, or

because all women do not care for it? The nation

needs the influence of women in its politics. The

"woman-soul" is lacking there; and never will the

politics of any country be elevated to the highest

flame, until this want be supplied by the proper

element. Woman will not be contaminated by her

association with men in our government, and those

who fear itdo not see far enough.

Another objection is that women are already over-

worked, and the writer kindly suggests that to thrust

upon them the burdens of political life would be

inconsiderate. Women, with some exceptions, have

enough to do, I admit; but their work is of a kind

that might with great profit be exchanged in part for

something different. If the writer would bring for-

ward a plan by which a few of the endless kinds of

work done in the household might be transferred to

other hands, he would confer a real boon upon the

overworked women he sympathizes with. The aver-

age tradesman or mechanic does his particular kind

of work and gets his pay for it; but the wife of this

manmust bake and cook, sweep and dust, wash and

iron, mend and make, bear and nourish children, and

supply their ever-increasing wants, and all for her

board and clothes, and not a dollar at the end of the

wearyday that she can call her own. After all this,

she is denied a political existence because she has

enough to do already. This is too outrageous to be

suffered in silence. Take off some of the harassing

cares of everyday; put out the washing; hire skilful

hands, not stiffened with hard work, to do the sew-

ing; give the women a chance. Do away with the

idea they have taken in with their mother's milk,

-that they are, always were, and always must

be, inferior to men; that the great concerns of the
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world must be left to men, and the boys must run to

quench the fire on the mountain-top, while the girls

mustkeep the cat out of the cream-pot.

It does not take long to deposit a vote, and women

would not neglect their work to do it. The few

of them who would enter actively into political life

would not be burdened with other cares to a great

degree; and the homes would not be deserted, chil-

dren would be born, and the elevating influence of

woman would increase, although she exercised the

elective franchise.

I certainly believe that there has never been

brought forward an objection to woman suffrage

which had any weight, and all the apparent ills

which loom up like spectres will vanish entirely

when approached with actual results .
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THE EVIDENCE OF FAITH. By James S. Bush, author

of More Words about the Bible, etc. Boston: James

R. Osgood & Co. 1885. pp. 357. Price $2.00 .

We have in this volume a series of sermons by an

Episcopalian clergyman whose religious views are

much like those of Dr. R. Heber Newton. In these

discourses, he endeavors to reach the average under-

standing of serious-minded people, and to present to

them "the spiritual truth of Christianity as free as

possible from the errors contained in the current

traditional theology." He thinks that popular theo-

logical beliefs must be recast, and that the interests

of Christianity are imperilled by the want of broader

and more liberal treatment of religious themes. The

impression rapidly spreading among the people, that

the clergy lack sincerity and candor in dealing with

them, can be removed only by admitting "traditional

errors" and giving more attention to difficulties that

perplex thoughtful minds. Appeals must be made to

the spiritual nature of man, and reliance on miracles

abandoned.

The late Mr. Morgan, some time president of the

American Association of Natural Science, notwith-

standing his well-known disbelief in miracles , said, a

short time before his death, "My heart is with the

Christian religion." Mr. Bush says that, if such men

aredenied the privileges of membership in the Church

and excluded from the ministry, Christianity must

look for no conquests in the future. True faith is not

belief in books or dogmas, but "the heart's desire for

the divine in character, in life, the divine that re-

vealed itself in Jesus, in his hatred of shams and of

all iniquities, in his love for the things that were just

and true and beautiful in the lives of men." With

all men who love the truth and do the right, God is

an active moral force working in them .

The Scriptures men must be free to study with the

closest scrutiny, and at liberty to "distinguish fact

from fiction , poetry from prose, legend from history,

tradition and speculation from revelation" ; and belief

in theological dogmas must not be regarded as the

essential condition of Christian character or faith.

In short, Mr. Bush divests the Christian system of

much that has made it offensive to reason, and gives

prominence to general ethical and religious principles

underlying all the great systems of thought as the

essentials of Christianity. It would be easy to raise

objections and point out inconsistencies in this vol.

ume; but a work from an orthodox minister, contain-

ing so much judicious criticism, liberal thought, and

common sense, we are not inclined to criticise. The

style is scholarly, and the spirit candid and

nest.-B. F. U.
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PERSEVERANCE ISLAND, or the Robinson Crusoe of the

Nineteenth Century. By Douglas Frazar. Bos-

ton: Lee & Shepard. Price $1.50.

Stories of the Robinson Crusoe type have always

been eagerly welcomed by all lovers of adventure,

whether young or old, appealing as they do to our

admiration of those traits of character in man which

make him refuse to submit supinely to misfortune

without desperate efforts to overcome the worst cir-

cumstances and to turn to his advantage even the

evils which threaten him. The morals of such stories

are elevating, since they excite feelings of emulation

of the undaunted and cheerful spirit manifested by

hese heroes in their sorriest plights. This new

number of the Crusoe family not only makes us ad-

mire him for the prompt and practical energy he

exhibits, but also for his varied and encyclopedic

scientific knowledge, which enables him, inthe words

of the author, to "surpass the achievements of all his

predecessors , and to surround himself with imple-

ments of power and science beyond the reach of his

prototype, who had his wreck as a reservoir from

which to draw his munitions," while the hero of

Perseverance Island had nothing except his brain,

his hands, and the natural resources of his island

from which to work some very marvellous results .

The story is naturally and interestingly told, has

over a dozen full-page illustrations, is handsomely

bound, and altogether makes a most inviting addition

to the list of holiday books for the young. S. A. U.

PUBLIC RELIEF AND PRIVATE CHARITY. By Josephine
Shaw Lowell. New York and London. G. P. Put-

nam's Sons. Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents.

The author of this (No.13 of the "Questions of the

Day" Series) work states frankly that "there is not

perhaps an original thought or suggestion in it," but

that her reason for so concisely compiling the result of

the experience of many of the most prominent stu-

dents and workers in the modern methods of charity

is that nowhere could she find a small book in which

the principles underlying the science of right giving

were clearly and plainly stated. "From all parts of

the world," she reports, "the testimony of the experts

is the same; and it is this fact which makes our task

so encouraging." As much of this testimony as could

be conveniently crowded into so small a compass is

given; and the book is full of suggestive facts and

hints to her fellow-workers in this good cause, who

will find it an excellent aid in rightly directing their

efforts to ameliorate the condition of the suffering poor .

VOCAL AND ACTION-LANGUAGE CULTURE AND EXPRES-

SION . By E. N. Kirby. Boston: Lee & Shepard.

Price $1.25 .

Mr. Kirby is the teacher of elocution in the Lynn

high schools, and has had years of experience in

teaching in addition to the years of study he has

given to this subject, and thus should be fitted to be-

come an authority as to the right method to be pur-

sued in this at present very popular exercise. He

makes, however, no pretensions to become such an

authority, and in his preface modestly states that his

"aimhas been simply to make a concise and practical

hand-book on elocution, adapted especially to the

needs of those who have had no adequate instruction

orpractice inan art which they must use as readers,

speakers, or teachers."

ence.

"MIND," the English quarterly review of psychol-

ogy and philosophy for October, contains the usual

variety of essays, criticisms, and reviews on the

topics of recent inquiry in these branches of sci-

Edmund Gurney writes upon the phenomena

of hypnotism, and considers the various theories and

explanations as inadequate. Charles Mercier contin-

ues his most able essay on the "Classification of the

Feelings," and tabulates the various classes on evolu-

tional principles in an orderly and symmetric grada-

tion. He argues that the separation of the will from

the rest of the sentient faculties is an error ; that, as

mind is resolvable into "feelings and the relation

between feelings," " will must be either a feeling or a

relation . " He states, as the difference between will

and all other feelings, "that it is not, as that of other

feelings is, the activity of this or that centre or re-

gion; but it is the resultant or algebraical sum of the

activities of all the highest nervous regions. Hence,

the feeling which it underlies is in a special manner

identified with the ego. When I say I have a feeling

of warmth or anger, I regard the feeling as something

distinct from the I that feels it. But, when I will, I

regard the will as the expression of my whole self.

And it is this identification of will with the subject

that constitutes its peculiarity as compared with other

feelings, and that has led to its relegation to a region

of mind apart from them." J. Hutchinson Stirling

claims that "Kant has not answered Hume," and

avers that "causal necessity is not a necessity of

reason : it is only a necessity of feeling, and it is due

to custom ." W. L. Davidson discusses the "Separa-

tion of Questions in Philosophy." In "Mind as a

Social Factor," Lester F. Ward criticises the socio-

logical and political views of the evolution school of

thinkers. There are several able and interesting re-

views of new works . W. C. Coapland reviews a new

German work on social psychology or ethics, in which

the author, Dr. G. H. Schneider, while acknowledg-

ing his obligation to Mr. Spencer in strong terms ,

and agreeing with his doctrine that pleasures are the

correlatives of actions favorable and pains are the

correlatives of actions injurious to the organism, sig-

nalizes , however, two errors in Mr. Spencer's state-

ment of the axiom: in that he has overlooked the

most important element in the relativity of pleasures

and pains, namely, that we only attain to a con-

sciousness of pleasurable feelings so far as a succes-

sive furtherance, a change for the better, or a simul-

taneous difference in our favor, occurs or is perceived,

and the contrary in the case of pain,-"that therefore

pleasure only attains to consciousness through the

want of it and through suffering, and the latter only

attains to consciousness through the want of it and

through pleasure." . Closely connected with this is

another error; namely, the regarding pain or suffer-

ing as injurious under all circumstances, and con-

versely pleasure or satisfaction as in all cases useful,

with the inevitable consequence that slight passing

pains are underestimated.

In the English quarterly Mind, as above stated, Mr.

Ward in criticising the theological and political views

of some modern thinkers characterizes them as the

laissez faire doctrine, and claims that the drift of mod-

ern evolutionist scientific thought is utterly nihilistic

in its tendencies and subversive of human welfare ;

that "all forms of philosophy have been thus far nega-

ative and nihilistic"; and that, if they had had full

sway, would have robbed man of all mental power

over his environment, and caused his early extermina-

tion from the earth. He denies "that civilization is

the result of naturallaw." The human method is the

exact reversal of the method of nature. "Art is the

antithesis of nature." If the school of evolutionists

represented by Mr. Spencer have drawn wrong con-

clusions from the fundamental doctrine of evolution

in its application to human agency, Mr. Ward has

taken an extreme view in the opposite direction

in denying that all human agency, however mani-

fested, is governed and directed by the same natural

principles of evolution that have developed all the

rest of nature. The most fundamental law under-

lying all development, when fully understood, may

show that what appears to Mr. Ward as antagonistic

methods are but the complementary and correlatively

opposite tendencies necessary to generate the force

and resistance which evolve the development of all

mental as well as material action . When evolutional

philosophers say that " civilization is the result of

natural laws ," they take a far more comprehensive

view of these laws than does Mr. Ward in limiting

the action of natural law to matter alone. The nar-

rowness of his views is rendered still more conspicu-

ous in his statement that, "for aught we know, the

laws of nature are such as make a recognition of strict

scientific truth a positive barrier to social advance-

ment."
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Other Essays.....

1.50

1.50

The Mystery ofPain

Physiology for Practical Use

HOLLAND (F. M.). Reign of the Stoics ..

Stories fromRobert Browning

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing... Paper, 35 cts.; cloth,

1.00 HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The

2.00
The New Chemistry.

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Completein16 vols... 20.00

DANA (R. H.) . Two Yeare before the Mast, 1.50

DARWIN(CHARLES). Origin of Species, 2.00
Descent of Man......

Journal ofResearches .

EmotionalExpression .

Animals andPlants under Domestica-

Autocrat of the Breakfast Table ..

The Professor atthe Breakfast Table....

The Poet at the Breakfast Table..

Poems.....

Ralph Waldo Emerson

ElsieVenner

3.00

2.00 moirandPortrait. 2 vols ..

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.) . The Lady of the

HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-

Aroostook

5.00
The Undiscovered Country ..

2.00

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a

Physical Description of the Universe.

2 vols.....

1.75
1.00

2.25

1.25

1.50

.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

2.00

1.25

2.00

3.50

1.50

Physiologyof Mind.....

Body andWill: Being an Essay concern-

ing Willin its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical, and PathologicalAspects

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-

lyle...

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON). The

Organs of Speech and their Apulica-

tion in the Formation of Articulate

Sounds .

MILL (JOHN STUART). The Positive

Philosophy of Auguste Comte

PoliticalEconomy

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

Liberty, both in one vol .

Representative Government..

Three Essays on Religion....

2.50

1.00

1.75

MILLS (C. D. B). Gems of the Orient.... 1.50
Buddha and Buddhism.

MUELLER (F. MAX) . Lectures on the

Science of Language

Chips from a GermanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II . Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, andCustoms. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, andAn-
tiquities. Vol . IV. Comparative Phi-

lology, Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol. , $2.00 ;

theset

Lectures on the Science of Religion :

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or

Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustrated by the Relig-

ions of India

OORT (DR. H.) and HOOYKAAS (DR. I. ).

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study ofthe Bible. Vol. I. Patriarchs ;

Moses; Judges ....

Vol . II. Kings and Prophets

Vol. III . New Testament.....

OSWALD (FELIX L. , M.D.).

1.25

Memoir and Portrait. 2 vols....

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women.

2.00 STALLO(J. B.). The Concepts andTheo-
ries ofModern Physics.

10.00

2.00

3.50

3.00

1.75

STEWART (S. J.). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: What itis andhowit Grew.. .25

STICKNEY (ALBERT). ATrue Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of"Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-LetterDays

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful

illustrations
5.00

STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

town Folks . ANew England Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

land Story

2.50 STRAUSS (D. F.) . The Old Faith and the

New.

2.00

2.00

2.00

Physical

Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature....

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

of the Christian Religion andtheSig-

nificance of its Rise and Decline..... 1.00

PAINE ( THOMAS) . Age of Reason.......

Complete Works...

PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

owe to each other .

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-

five Years ...

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

TYNDALL (JOHN) . Heat as a Mode of

Motion
2.501.00

Fragmentsof Science. 2.50

Light andElectricity..
1.25

Lessons inElectricity. 1.00

Hours of Exercise intheAlps. 2.00
.50 BelfastAddress...

.50

UNDERWOOD (B. F.) . Essays and Lect-
ures

1.00

7.00

1.50

1.00

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free
Thought

VOGEL (A. ). APractical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ....

1.75Prayers by Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of

Household Management and Cookery.

AText Book for Schools and Families. .75 VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

PARSONS ( THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

theReligion and Philosophy ofEman-
uel Swedenborg

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.

With Portraits. 2 vols ....

Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

traits . 3 vols ....

1.25

2.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

torv Liquor Laws
6.00

The Social Law of Labor..

4.50

WALKER (PROF. F. A.). Wages

Money.....

3.50

4.00

4.00

Money, Trade, and Industry.

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6

vols. Illus ..

1.50

10.00

1.25

1.50

4.00

1.50

150

2.00

1.50

Famous Americans of Recent Times.... 2.00

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

1.50 PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART) . The

Beyond the Gates.

6.00

1.50

1.50

WEISS (JOHN). Life and Correspondence

of Theodore Parker

American Religion

The Immortal Life

Wit,Humor, and Shakespeare

1.25 WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

tions. 2 vols .....
Insectivorous Plants

tion. 2 vols.....

ClimbingPlants
GatesAjar ......Orchids fertilized by Insects

Forms ofFlowers....

Fertilization in the Vegetable Kingdom.
1.75

3.00 DoctorZay
2.00

Power of
MovementinPlants.

Travels andResearches

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-
.75 PIERCE (EDWARD L.) . Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newly engraved LikenessesofSumner.

2vols....

Growth of Language ..

Completeset, 13 vols .

Vegetable Mould, etc...

1.50

2.00

1.50 traits.... 1.50

25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays 1.50 6.00
Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols ....... 9.00

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works,with Portrait 2.00

WILSON (HENRY). Rise andFall of the
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“

Sawing Made Easy. THE RISING SUN
MONARCH LIGHTNINGSAWING MACHINE

SENT ON

30 DAYS

" IS A PAPER FOR

andThinkers

Utilitarians . Nothing like it. Specimenfree.

RISING SUN, Box183, Kalamazoo, Mich.

2,000

WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS

The 3rd School Year of this Family and

Day School for Boys and Girls will begin

Sept. 17, 1884. For catalogue address

NATH'L T. ALLEN, West Newton, Mass.

TEST TRIAL . PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF J. HART & CO. ,

For logging camps, wood-yards, farmers getting out
stovewood, andall sorts oflog -cutting-it is unrivaled,

Thousands sold yearly , Aboy of 16 can saw logs fast and
easy. Immense saving of labor andmoney. Writo

forelegantly illustrated catalogue in 6 brilliant colors,
alsobrilliantly illuminated poster in 5 colors. All free.

Agents Wanted. Big money mode quickly.

MONARCHMFGCO., (A) 206 State St. , Chicago, IL

Y ALL ODDS

THEBEST EQUIPPED
RAILROAD IN THE WORLD.

Let it be forever remembered that the

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-

called "Twelve Great Pict

The Last SuThe La Cornell UnivLib

Descent

World."

VINCI;

GELO;
31370LTERRA; AS-

virgin, TITIAN ; The Trans-sumptio

figuration , RAPHAEL ; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL; HolyNight,CORREGGIO;Aurora,
GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-

scentfrom the Cross, RUBENS; The Immac-
ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.10; or

anyoneormore at20 cts. each (with Cata
logue when desired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee, Wis.

Chicago & North-Western Robert G. Ingersoll's Writings.
RAILWAY

is the best and shortest route to and from

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

that it is preferred by all well-posted trav-

ellers when passing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

It also operates the best route and the short

line between

Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapolis.

Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison,

Fort Howard (Green Bay), Wis. , Winona,

Owatonna, Mankato, Minn. , Cedar Rapids,

Des Moines, Webster City, Algona, Clinton,

Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin, Rock-

ford, Ill. , are among its eight hundred local

stations on its lines.

Among a few of the numerous points of

superiority enjoyed by the patrons of this

road are its Day Coaches, which are the

finest that human art and ingenuity can

create; its Palatial Sleeping Cars,
which are models of comfort and elegance;

its Palace Drawing Room Cars ,

which are unsurpassed by any; and its

widely celebrated

NORTH-WESTERN DINING CARS,

the like of which are not run by any other

road anywhere. In short, it is asserted that

it is the best equipped road in the

world.

All points of interest North, North-west,

and West of Chicago, business centres,

summer resorts, and noted hunting and

fishing grounds, are ccessible by the vari-
ous branches of this road .

It owns and controls over five thousand

miles of road, and has over four hundred

passenger conductors constantly caring for

its millions of patrons .

Ask your ticket agent for tickets via this

route, and take none other. All leading

ticket agents sellthem. It costs no more to
travel on this route that gives first-class ac-

commodations than it does to go by the

poorly equipped roads.

For maps, descriptive circulars, and sum-

mer resort papers, or other information not

obtainable at your local ticket office, write

tothe

GEN'L PASS, AGENT, C. & N.-W. RY

CHICAGO, ILL.

Travels in Faith from

Tradition to Reason.

By ROBERT C. ADAMS.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.

THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT :

Its Philosophical Basis ; Its Gen-

eral Aims ; Its Relation to Chris-

tianity, Unitarianism, and Free

Religion.

Only authorized editions.

Vol. I.-THE GODS, and Other

Lectures . Contents: "The Gods,"

"Humboldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individ-

uality," "Heretics and Heresies." 12mo,

253 pages . Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. II.-THE GHOSTS, and Other

Lectures. Contents : "The Ghosts,"

"The Liberty of Man, Woman, and

Child," "The Declaration of Independ-

ence," "About Farming in Illinois,"

"The Grant Banquet Toast," "The Past

rises before me like a Dream," " Tribute

to Rev. Alexander Clark, " " Tribute to

Ebon C. Ingersoll. " 12mo, 243 pages.
Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. III.-SOME MISTAKES OF

MOSES. 12mo, 278 pages. Cloth, $1.25;

paper, 50 cents.

Vol. IV.-INGERSOLL ON TAL-

MAGIAN THEOLOGY. (New.)

443 pages. Cloth, gilt top, $2.00; plain

cloth, $1.25; paper 50 cents.

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE
SAVED ? 89 pages, 12mo. Paper, 25
cents.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, A

series of articles on the Christian Relig-

ion,byCol. ROBERTG. INGERSOLL, Judge
JEREMIAH S. BLACK, and Prof.

P. FISHER. The only complete and au-

thorized edition. One volume, 8vo, 143

pages. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents.

VINDICATION OF THOMAS

PAINE, from the attacks of the

New York Observer. By ROBERT G.

INGERSOLL. Paper, 25 cents.

Just Published :

Ingersoll's Lectures Complete.
In one superb volume, 1306 pages, octavo,

half calf, gilt, mottled edges. Price, post-

paid, $5.00.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL
RIGHTS MASS MEETING, held

at Lincoln Hall, Washington, D.C. Octo-

ber 22, 1883. Containing the speeches of

Hon. FREDERICK DOUGLASS and Col.

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Large size, oc-

tavo. Paper, price 15 cents.

PROSE - POEMS AND SELEC-

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa .

INVESTORS
should confer with the

WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO .,
LAWRENCE, KANSAS .

First Mortgage Real Estate Loans paid
in New York. Absolute Satisfaction
GUARANTEED. For reliability , consult Third

Nat. Bank. N. Y. City, or Nat. Bank, Lawrence, Kan.

Security large. Interest promptly paid.
Send for pamphlet with testimonials, sample forns, etc.

F.M. Perkins, Pres. (N.F Hart, L. H. Perkins, Sec.
J.T.Waren . Pres. Auditor. C. W.Gillett, Treas

The Secret of the East ;
OR,

Draw Bills of Exchange on England,Ire- The Origin of the Christian Religion
land, and other points inEurope. Agency
for the American Line of Steamers.

Modern Thinkers,

Principally upon Social Science.

By Prof. VAN BUREN DENSLOW, LL.D.

WithIntroduction by ROBERTG. INGER-
SOLL. Including critical analyses of

Swedenborg as a Seer, of Adam Smith

as an Economist, of JeremyBentham as

a Law Reformer, of Thomas Paine and

Junius as Political Revolutionists, of

Charles Fourier as a Socialist, of Her-

bert Spencer and Ernst Haeckel as Evo-

lutionists , and of Auguste Comte as a

Positivist, with an Essay on Wealth in
its Relations to Christian Ethics.

The Fifth Edition has just been issued

"Upon the question of money, this volume

contains the best thing I have ever read. "-

R. G. Ingersoll (in Introduction).

"We confess that, if we stood on the

ground on which Mr. Spencer stands, we

should find it difficult to prevent ourselves

from being pushed by the stalwart arm of
Dr. Denslow's logic into the gulf of ethical

nihilism."-Prof. Goldwin Smith.

and the Significance of its

Rise and Decline.

By FELIX L. OSWALD, M.D.

Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1.00.

"The work covers agreat amount of crit-

ical and historical ground independently of
the Buddhistic analogies; it is in fact a vig.

orous, uncompromising outline of Christian
history, with all the weakness and wicked-

ness mercilessly dragged into daylight....
The case against the Christian Church is a

marvellously strong one. The superstitions
and miseries of mediævalism, the woes,
tortures, burnings, rackings, and brutalities

accomplished in the name of Christianity,
are set in blackest array. The Nature-wor-

ship of the paganGreeks and Romans is set

in contrast. Nor is Dr. Oswald verygener-
ous in admission of improvement in con-

temporary Christianity. To him, it is a

hurtful supernaturalism, impeding science,

diffusing pessimism, promoting hypocrisy,

and repressing the physical nature. His

book is remarkably well written, brilliantly
concise in style , and, aside from its special
theories, of considerable scientific and his-

toric value."-Boston Evening Transcript.

by the INDEX ASSOCIATION, 44 Boylston
Sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt of price

Street, Boston, Mass.

Man --- Whence and Whither ?
"Now, the whole force of this case de-

pends upon the assertion of Goldwin Smith

that Dr. Van Buren Denslow is a disciple of

Herbert Spencer. But the assertion is not By RICHARD B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.B.

true in any sense or in anydegree. On the

contrary, Dr. Denslow is an pen antagonist

of Mr. Spencer. His essay on Spencer's

Philosophy, first published in the Chicago
Times , while speaking of the man in the

usual terms of perfunctory compliment, as

have also Goldwin Smith and the Saturday

Review, is adverse, carping, and deprecia-

tory oneverypoint that he considers. The

criticisin was regarded as sodamaging that
Spencer's friends were told they must reply

to it or forever hold their peace; and we

were confidently assured that the last we

should ever hear of Spencer's system was

the thud of the clods that Denslow had

thrown upon its coffin."-Prof. Youmans , in

Popular Science Monthly and in Introduc-

tion to Current American Edition of the

Data ofEthics .

Stephen Pearl Andrews, as political ex-

ecutor of the late Thomas Paine, is as

fiercely indignant at Mr. Denslow's analysis

of Paine's politics as Prof. Youmans is at

his assault on Spencer's Philosophy. On

the other hand, George Jacob Holyoake

speaks of the analysis of Paine's political

philosophy as "the most masterly refutation

of it extant, without showing in his words

or in his mind any enmity against the great

agitatorwhom he confutes."

The late Dr. George M. Beard, of New

York, wrote to the author: "Your critique

on Spencer's Data of Ethics has all the

force of a discovery in ethics, and is of

great value. It deserved to be made the

subject of a separate treatise."

TIONS from the writings and sayings BELFORD CLARKE & CO. , Publishers,
of Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL.

lished with a steel-engraved portrait of

the author. Beautifully printed on ele-

gant white paper, and in every way a

splendid book for the centre table. Price

$2.50.

For sale at THE INDEX office, 44Boylston
Street, Boston.

The Success and Failure of Protestantism.

ALecture before the Society forEthical
Culture of Chicago, by W. M. SALTER.

Price 10 cents. For sale at THE INDEX

office.

THE PROBLEM OF POVERTY.

ALecture delivered before the Society

for Ethical Culture of Chicago. For

sale at THE INDEX office. Price 10 cts .

CHICAGO, ILL.

Price $1.00.

For sale at THE INDEX office .

THE INVESTIGATOR.

Published everyweek at the Paine Memo-

rial, Appleton Street, Boston,Mass.

Volume Fifty-second.

Price $3.00 per annum; 75 cts. for three

months to trial subscribers.

The INVESTIGATOR, as heretofore or since

its first commencement upward of half a

century ago, is devoted to the welfare, im-

provement, and happiness of men and

women here and now, in this world, the

only world of which there is any positive or

demonstrated knowledge. This is the IN-

VESTIGATOR'S basis of ac on, and the best

exertions of its manages will always be

used to render it a free and independent

journal, devoted to the development and

promotion of genuine Liberalism, or Uni-

versal Mental Liberty, Free Thought, Free
Inquiry, Free Speech, and a Free Press.

JOSIAH P. MENDUM,

PAINE MEMORIAL BUILDING,

Appleton St. , Boston, Mass.

Fine Cabinet Photographs
OF

Charles Darwin,

Prof. Huxley,

Prof. Tyndall,

John Fiske,

THE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

tising public is respectfully solicited for R. W. Emerson,T
THE INDEX. Though the paper must not be

held responsible for any statements made
by advertisers, the attempt will be honestly

made to keep the advertising pages in en-

tire harmony with its general character and
principles. To this end, all improper or

"blind" advertisements, all quack adver-
tisements, and all advertisements believed

to be fraudulent or unjust to any one, will
be excluded from these columns .

ADVERTISING RATES.

For 1 to 12 Insertions,

"13 " 25

" 26 " 51

"52

"

66

66

"

"

10c. per line.

8c.

6c. "

5с. " "

Herbert Spencer,

H. W. Longfellow,

Charles Sumner,

Wendell Phillips,

W. L. Garrison,

Theodore Parker,

Geo. Jacob Holyoake,

Felix Adler,

M. J. Savage,

F. E. Abbot,

Frances Power Cobbe,

0. W. Holmes,

J. G. Whittier,

Geo. Wm. Curtis,

Onhalf-column advertisements, a discount

of 10 per cent. willbe made; on full-column

advertisements, a discount of 25percent.

On all advertisements for which cash is receipt of price.
paid in advance, a further discount of 25per Address

cent. onthe total, as above calculated, will,

THREE ADDRESSES BEFORE THE FREE RE-

LIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, BOSTON, MAY 30,

by Messrs . W. M. SALTER, W. L.

SHELDON, and S. B. WESTON.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price 15cents .

THE ABSENCE OF DESIGN IN

NATURE. By Prof. H. D. GARRISON.

A Lecture delivered before the Philo-

sophical Society of Chicago. Price 10

cts. For sale at THE INDEX office.

are for sale at this office at 50 cents each,

andwill be sent by mail to any address on

bemade.

THE INDEX,

44Boylston St., Boston,Mass.
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BY B. F. U.

MR. J. P. MENDUM, publisher of the Investigator,

informs us that Ethan Allen's Oracles of Reason,

noticed in The Index by Mr. A. N. Adams, has

been kept for sale at the Investigator office during

the last twentyyears. Price 50 cts.

THE English papers bring full reports of

James Russell Lowell's recent address at Birming-

ham, on "Democracy." It is one of the finest and

at the same time one of the most radical utterances

of Lowell's life, and a very effectual answer to

some suspicions that he was growing reactionary as

he grew older. He tells England that " there is no

good in arguing with the inevitable." Hebelieves

democracy to be inevitable the world over, and he

welcomes it.

In a letter we received this week from Mr. M. D.

Conway, who writes from Berlin, occurs the follow-

ing passage : "Ihad hoped to see much of Friedrich

Kapp, whose death has caused much sorrow. His

bodywas cremated at Gotha last week. Had he

been buried here, there would have been an im-

pressive funeral. Kapp had for many years re-

gretted the bitterness of certain passages in his

earlywork on America (Ueber und aus Amerika) .

For the last ten years, he has been at work on a

History of the Book Trade; and he has left it

nearly complete. Itwas on a recent visit to Ant-

werp, to study the book-treasures of the Musée

Plantin there, that he suffered the fresh attack of

an old trouble from which he could not recover.

Hewas an admirable man."

acter of the entertainment. The supply was suited

to the demand; and men of genius and learning

gave way to adventurers, pretenders, and buffoons.

But, according to the New York Tribune, there

are indications that the old lecture system which

was allowed to sink into comparative obscurity is

to be revived. "It is to be hoped," says this jour-

nal, "that in future this state of affairs will be

changed, and that eminent men in every walk of

life will be willing at once to instruct and amuse

the people by talking with them personally. Lect-

ure bureaus, if properly managed, may thus be

turned into a great free parliament for the people,

which will be to the whole country what the lit-

erary salon of Europe is to a few chosen people of

culture."

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

There is scarcely one of the lecturers who does not

discuss the question of the reform or abolition of

the House of Lords. There is none of the lectur-

ers who is not evidently an outspoken democrat.

We are struck by the number of American sub-

jects,-"Lessons for Liberals from the Life of Abra-

ham Lincoln and the American Civil War,"

"Henry George and his Book," "England and

America, and Free Trade," etc. Judging from the

titles of several lectures, there seems to be a con-

siderable difference of opinion among the members

ofthe Union on the question of Free Trade v. Pro-

tection or, as the English style it, Fair Trade. It

would seem that England as well as America is on

the eve of a new and very thorough-going discus-

sion of this whole matter.

AREMARKABLE figure in the historyof theEng-

land of to-day has passed away in the death of

Hon. Henry Fawcett, M.P., the blind Postmaster-

General of Great Britain, who died, after a few

days' illness, on Thursday, November 6, at his

home in Cambridge. His life offers a splendid

example of what may be accomplished, in the face

of the greatest difficulties,by cheerfulness, energy,

and will. At the age of twenty-five, Mr. Fawcett,

a struggling law-student of Trinity College, by the

AWRITER in Monroe's Iron-clad Age, referring

to the course of the present leaders of the Liberal

League, who declare its sole object is State secular-

ization and ask for the support of all who believe

in this and yet announce a programme which in-

cludes general opposition to theology and the ad-

vancement of Secularism, says : "People should not

be asked to support an organization for a specific

object, and their membership and money then be

used to propagate a system in which they do not

believe and which was not included in the request | accidental discharge of a gun in the hands of a

for their corporation. Secularism is a philosophi-

cal and ethical system, in which many who favor

companion was made totallyblind for life. Such

amisfortune would have proved the ruin of most

State secularization do not believe. Why, then, ❘ ambitious young men; but Mr. Fawcett, although

does the secretary of the League announce this as

our 'noble faith, and speak as though the leagues

were an organization formed to oppose the beliefs

of many who are heartily in sympathy with its

professed objects? Why not keep to the Nine

Demands of Liberalism, and confine the workof

the League to State secularization, or else organize

an association to oppose theology and to build up

secularism and honestly announce its objects ?

Nothing is to be gained by trickery or double

dealing in assailing error."

Wehave recently received a copy of the lecture

programme of the English National Reform Union

for the coming winter, containing a list of the

Union's lecturers with their subjects. There are

twenty-six lecturers in the list, the number of sub-

jects announced under each name sometimes being

more than twenty; and nothing could give one a

better idea of what now chiefly enlists the atten-

tion of English social reformers than a study of

this list of subjects. Mr. William Clarke, M.A.,

the London correspondent of the Boston Advertiser

and well known to readers of The Index by many

articles in our columns, holds, as we were inter-

ested to note, the first place in this list of lecturers,

speaking upon the following subjects : "The Rep-

resentation of the People," "The House of Lords

and the British People," "Democracy v. Aristoc-

racy," "Hereditary Rule : The Mischief it has

done," "Lessons from America for the English

People," "War, Taxation, and the Working

Classes," "Local Self-Government," "England and

Ireland," "Our Foreign Policy: What shallbe its

Nature?" "The Necessity for Reforming our Polit-

AFewyears ago, the lecture lyceum was popu-

lar in this country. But its managers, learning

that there were more peoplewhowould payto be

pleased than there were whowould pay to be in-

structed, found no difficulty in changing the char- ical Machinery." This list is a fair sample.

he had to relinquish his law studies, never lost

heart,but began at once to fit himself for politi-

cal life. Through the medium of amanuenses, he

soon became well known as a political writer for

the magazines and as the author of an excellent

"Manual of Political Economy" and a book en-

titled The Economic Position of the British Laborer .

Hewas elected Professor of Political Economy in

Cambridge in 1863, and in 1865 was elected mem-

ber of Parliament. In 1867, he married Miss Mil-

licent Fawcett, who proved to him a most noble

helpmate and fellow-student, and to whose devo-

tion and genius he ascribed much of the success

and happiness of his later life. She is a strong

and consistent advocate of the political rights of

her sex, in the advocacy of which Mr. Fawcett was

in entire sympathy with her. In 1880, Mr. Glad-

stone made him Postmaster-General of England,

a position which, in spite of his blindness, was

never better filled ; and his administration has been

marked by many postal reforms of incalculable

benefit to the people, some of which have served

as models and incentives to our own and other

governments. In spite of his misfortune, Mr.

Fawcett was cheerful, happy, a lover of out-of-door

exercise, such as rowing, fishing, skating, etc., in
which he found relief from his arduous and ab-

sorbing intellectual labor. He was always and

in the largest sense the friend of the unfortunate,

of the laboring man, and the disfranchised woman.

The presence of over fifteen thousand people at

his public funeral testifies to the esteem in which

this one of the most talented blind men since

Milton-washeldbythose for whomhecaredand
forwhomhe labored.
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THE CATHOLICS AND THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS .

The Catholics in this country quietly, but with

that persistency which is characteristic of their

Church, are pushing the establishment of their

parochial schools, with the consequent withdrawal

of their children from the public schools. There

is not so much discussion of the matter as there

was a few years ago ; and cases of conflict be-

tween Catholics and local schoolcommittees,with

regard to the reading of the Bible in public schools,

appear to have greatly subsided. But the public

mind will be much deceived, if it draw the infer-

ence from this quiet along the lines that the battle

is over, and that the Catholics have been defeated.

Theyhave not yielded their position in the least.

On the contrary, they have advanced to another

position, in which, with effective zeal, they are

now entrenching themselves. Their opposition to

purpose. This is only an illustration probably of

what has been going on through thecountry.

And now that these parochial schools are be-

coming so numerous, it is proposed that they be

brought into a more definite and unified system.

The writer of the article in the Quarterly Review

recommends that each Catholic diocese shall have

aboard of education whose sole business it shall

be tohave charge of the interests of all the paro-

chial schools in its limits. Already such a dioce-

san board exists in a part of Indiana. It consists

of "eleven priests and a reverend secretary," not

a layman, it will be perceived, in the number.

This board prescribes the text-books to be used in

the schools, lays out the courses of study, appoints

and determines the qualifications of teachers, in-

spects the schools, etc. And the institution of a

similar priestly board is commended to other

dioceses. Thus, at the time when, in several coun-

rescue common school education from the hands of

the priesthood, in this country the Catholic popu-

lation is rapidly and energetically moving to adopt

the mediæval school system which enlightened

nations arediscarding.

Protestant religious exercises in the public schools| tries of Europe, public opinion is in struggle to

attended by their children, or to the compulsory

participation of their children in such exercises,

was perfectly logical, whether from their own

point of view or from theliberal point of view from

which all public school regulations should be

framed; yet itwas only apreliminary skirmish to

the larger contest which is now going on. What

the consistent Catholic really objects to is not

merelyaschool in which Protestant religious exer-

cises are permitted, but a school in which there

are no religious exercises at all and no teaching of

religious doctrine. He objects, of course, to Protes-

tant schools for his children; but he objects equally

to a secular school system. Such a school system,

he says, is "godless," "irreligious," and therefore

"immoral." And it is on the basis of this objec-

tion that the Catholic Church is now establishing

its parochial schools.

This increase of Catholic parochial schools bodes

no good to the future of the United States. The

Roman Catholic Church, with all its virtues,-for

it has certain great virtues,-has been the persist-

ent foeof human progress in just those matters on

which the stability and success of free institutions

depend. Education in the largest and best sense,

the training of the people to individual thinking,

to self-reliance, to mental and moral responsibility,

-this is the necessary condition of sound and pro-

gressive republican government. The Catholic

Church is based on the idea of absolute monarchy ;

and that idea pervades it, in all its complex organ-

ization, through and through. Authority, in it,

comes not up from the mental and moral convic-

Theprogress of this work in the last few years

has been very marked. The Catholic Review refers

to an article on the subject in the last number of❘tions of its members, as must needs be the case in

the Quarterly Review, with which it expresses great

gratification, as well it may, if the Quarterly's

figures are correct. We have not seen the article

itself; but, according to the Catholic Review's quo-

tations from it, there are now 2,532 Catholic pa-

rochial schools in the United States, and the num-

ber of children in them is 481,834. This number,

it is added, is nearly seven per cent. of the Catho-

lic population of the country, while the public

schools have not more than ten per cent. of the

entire population. And this result has been ob-

tained through the wonderfully effective organiza-

tion of the Catholic Church and the faithfulness

of its members to its decrees. It has required no

great outcry to accomplish it, no wide-spread dis-

cussion nor public agitation nor frantic appeal

for funds. There have been, it is said, no endow-

ments for the work by wealthy members, but the

necessary money has come from the charities of

the Catholic people at large; that is, perhaps, the

priests have told the people what they ought to

give, andfor the most part they have given it. In

the city of our own residence, with a population of

only thirty thousand, a large Catholic parochial

school was established two years ago; and the

building for another, equally large, isnow inprocess

oferection. So far as we are aware, there had been

no public demand onthe part of the Catholics in

the city for these schools, andno conflict at allbe-

tween them and the public school authorities.

Therehadbeen no meetings to stir up the Catholic

community to the work. But quietly, one day, it

was announced in the newspapers that an eligible

lothad beenpurchased andcontractsmade for the

erection of a Catholic parochial school building.
Thebishop had spoken, and the thing was done.

Andnow comes still another building for the same

arepublic, but comes down from the mind of one

man, its head, whose word is recognized as

supreme. The evil of such a system for our coun-

try and time lies not in any probability that the

Pope will precipitate a direct conflict here between

his Church and the authorities of the State,-for

the papal prelates are generally shrewd and saga-

cious rulers as well as devoted ecclesiastics,--but

the peril lies in the fact that the absolutist principle

on which that Church is founded and under which

its membership is trained is directly and totally

antagonistic to the principles of democracy. Under

that principle, people are inevitably kept in a con-

dition of mental and moral childhood. They are

trained to obedience, not to self-sovereignty ;

taught to follow leaders, not to think and to act

upon their own thought. In politics, this princi-

ple leads to bossism with all its degradations and

corruptions.

Hitherto, a strong confidence has been felt that

the mollifying influences of the free institutions of

the country, and especially of its public schools,

would gradually counteract these antagonistic prin-

ciples of Catholicism, and prevent any serious

harm. But, if the Catholics are to remove their

children from the public schools, and keep them

in sectarian schools which are wholly under the

supervision of their own priesthood,the most im-

portant of these counteracting agencies ceases ;

andthe grave question then presents itself whether

the next generation of Catholics, when they come

to the polls, will be sowellprepared for the duties

of American citizenship as is the present genera-

tion. Can anything be done as an offset to this

danger? On this question,we may have something

to say next week.

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

TAX THE CHURCHES .

The prosperity of the American churches is

largely due to their standing on apopular basis.
In Protestant Germany, the Church is a state

institution, an ally of the police,and nobody feels

particularlyboundtogo. InAmerica, the churches

are the people's free-will offerings to religion,and

each congregation delights in keeping up its own

house of worship. The zealous Roman Catholic,

or Episcopalian or Methodist or Congregationalist,

or Universalist feels that his soul is much better

looked afterby his own church than it could beby

the State. The business of the State is to protect

person and property, as well as to take care of

other material interests which no individual can

provide for so well. Religious societies are organ-

ized to do precisely what cannot be done by the

State, and need not be. Some of us think we can

take care of our souls without thehelp of a church ;

but nobody wants to have his soul saved by the

State, and everybody is willing that each church

should be free to do all itcan for those who believe

in it, and to take all the aid they choose to give

individually. In the United States, each church

and synagogue stands squarely on its own merits,

and each man andwoman is left at full liberty to

decide what institutions to support. This is the

system which our people have adopted, and it

works so well that nobody wants to give it up.

All that should be attempted is to have it carried

out more consistently. So recent is the introduc-

tion of this voluntary system that there still linger

some relics of the old despotism which forced

every one to attend and support the established

church, whether he liked it or not. It is not the

spirit of the nineteenth century, but that of the

Dark Ages, which says that churches should not

be taxed. Look at the facts. The tax commis-

sioner in Massachusetts reported in 1874 that

meeting-houses to the value of $28,853,745 were

exempted in our State, and the present amount

undoubtedly exceeds thirty millions. This real

estate has to be protected like the rest by the

firemen and the police. The premises are lighted

by street lamps; the moving to and fro of the

worshippers necessitates keeping up the streets

and bridges ; and any damage to a church by a

mob would have to be paid for by the whole

community. An attack on the cathedral in Boston

might cost the city three million dollars. The

churches make substantially the same demands for

protection as houses and stores do, and the expense

of carrying on the government is increased propor-

tionally. If churches were taxed like other real

estate, they would have to pay about half a million

annually in Massachusetts, where every citizen

who pays $100 to the State has to contribute $1.50

of it because they are exempt. Where we pay

sixty dollars to the State, we pay one to the

Church. Each tax-payer has to pay about a dollar

more on this account, which simply amounts to a

compulsory contribution. Most of the people will-

ingly pay much more than this to support the

churches; but everyman likes to know where his

money goes, and he would rather give ten dollars

to his own chosen place of worship than put one

into an indiscriminate fund, as we all have to do.

If each tax-payer were openly called on to give

a dollar a year for the churches and synagogues

generally, the law would have to be repealed at

This compulsory contribution would beonce.

impossible, if it were plainly understood.

Ten years ago, public attention was called to

this extortion,but it was by menwho asked the

taxation, not only of churches, but of colleges,

hospitals, agricultural societies, and literary, be-

nevolent, charitable, and scientific institutions gen-
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erally. The plan won enthusiastic support, but

failed, owing largely to the fact that manyof the

institutions in question for instance, Harvard

College and the Massachusetts General Hospital-

are carried on simply for the public good. The
same plea was also made for the churches, and will

be again. Now, nobody denies that they do some

good; but everybody knows that their main object

is to makeproselytes to their own peculiar ritual

and creed. Was that great three million cathedral

erected in order to help Protestants in their Protes-

tantism, and not rather to increase and maintain

the number of Roman Catholics? That costly
building is kept up for the benefit of Roman

Catholicism. So is Trinity Church for Episcopa-

lianism, the Old South for Congregationalism, and

another expensive structure for Spiritualism. No-

body objects to having all these isms represented

by appropriate edifices, but these churches are not

public benefits in the same sense that colleges and

hospitals are. No peculiarity of opinion stands in

whether churches, houses, or stores, pre-eminent

for artistic excellence. All such arguments really

tend to make false issues; for the real question is

whether each church ought not to look for its

whole support to those who agree with its creed

and ritual, and who find themselves benefited by

its influence.

While the case seems plain enough as simply

one of the right of each property-holder to decide

what to give to any church, it is well also to

mention that one of the results of taxing religious

societies would be to bring out their powerful

influence against municipal corruption. For in-

stance, the levy of $50,000 tax on the cathedral

would make every Roman Catholic in Boston vote

against needless expenditure of public money.

Tax the great churches, and they willbecome the

bulwarks of honest government. Here in Mas-

sachusetts there has appeared a general desire to

repeal the exemption, or at least to reduce the

amount. Thus, ten years ago, one of the commis-

sioners of our State Legislature, Thomas Hills,

formerly chief assessor of Boston, urged that

exemption be limited to $25,000. The Report

signed by him in 1875 shows that similar views

were then expressed by the assessors of this and

four other cities and seventeen towns, representing

more than half of the wealth of the State. Socie-

ties worth $20,000 or even $10,000 should, how-

ever, find little difficulty in paying their own

taxes. If there must be an exemption, it should

be confined to those churches worth less than

$5,000 in which every seat is free. And any ex-

emption, however moderate, would be a violation

of one of the fundamental principles of religious

freedom. There should be no compulsory contri-

butions to sectarian interests .

the way of consulting the Library of Harvard

College or taking a bed in the Massachusetts

General Hospital; but the first question a man

asks about a church is, "Do I agree with its

ceremonies and its creeds ?" Another question

equally important is, "Can I get a seat there?"

And there are costly churches where a poor man

might ask this in vain. Among those churches

most unwilling to be taxed in 1874 was one which

has been notorious for the difficulty with which

any stranger could gain admittance. Can an array

of pews, rented at high prices to rich men who

permit no trespassers on their privileges, properly

be called a public charity, deserving a grant of

money from the State? Must the poor farmer or

mechanic, who gladly gives what is necessary to

keep up his own crowded and inexpensive house

of worship, be taxed to help a few millionnaires

enjoy a costly and luxurious edifice where he

would be treated like an intruder, and could get

nothing to feed his soul. Such churches might

find it hard to pay their taxes, but it would be

simply a case of survival of the fittest, if they had

to give place to really religious societies which

havedone so much to help outsiders that they are

sure of generous support. If any churches are

public charities, it is only those whose aims are

unsectarian and whose seats are all free. And

even themostpublic-spirited of churches is obliged,

simply because it is a church, to work so much

within its own circle of sectarian sympathy that

it is not so well entitled as acollege or a hospital

to be called a public charity. In fact, this

name might be given with greater justice to pri-

vate schools, some of which are carried on simply

for the public goodwith no profit to the owners ;

toprinting-offices, without whose aid no Protestant

church could be kept up; and to savings-banks,

whose influence is stronger than all others in

encouraging those habits of industry and economy

which are the foundation of virtue. If property

is to be exempted according to its usefulness, the

list should either take in savings-banks, printing-

offices, and private schools, or else should leave

out the churches. It is urged that these last are

unproductive; but our laws tax a great deal of

property which yields no pecuniary return, for

instance, fast horses, pleasure yachts, club houses,

diamonds, paintings, and ornamental furniture.

The rich man is taxed for these and other lux-

uries, why not also for the painted glass, costly

carving, and dainty upholstery in his church ? It

is further contended that expensive churches ought

to be exempted on account of their architectural

beauty; but, if this principle is to enter into our

taxation, it should be applied systematically by a

special commission authorized to exempt buildings,

In view of these principles and of the vote of

the Free Religious Association at its last annual

meeting, the annexed petition has been prepared

for presentation to the Legislature of Massachu-

setts. All interested are cordially invited to co-

operate promptly. Signatures will be gladly re-

ceived from all parts of the State, and copies of

the petition furnished for that purpose at The

Index office or by the undersigned, who will be

especially grateful for any items of information

showing the result of taxing churches and the

extent to which those now exempted are monopo-

lized for the benefit of the rich. Friends willing

to give pecuniary aid should address the chairman

of the committee, Mr. Richard P. Hallowell, 127

Federal Street. Editors and journalists are re-

quested to present our case as fully as possible in

all its aspects. Animated discussion of both sides

and all interests involved will assist the Legislature

to act intelligently. The pulpit should not keep

silence ; and the clergy are earnestly entreated to

speak freely, not only on the expediency of escap-

ing taxation, but on the advantage of owing their

support wholly to the free will of the people, and

not in the least to compulsory contribution.

And every friend of the Church should remem-

ber that she cannot teach pure morality, unless she

is willing to "render to all their dues," and think

it "moreblessed to give than to receive."

Box 61, CONCORD, MASS.

F. M. HOLLAND.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

To the Honorable, the Senate and House of Represen-

tatives , in General Court assembled :-

Your petitioners, voters and tax payers of the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, respectfully rep-

resent,

That the Seventh Clause of Section Five of the

Eleventh Chapter of the Public Statutes of the Com-

monwealth exempts from taxation "houses of relig-

ious worship owned by a religious society, or held

in trust for the use of religious organizations, and the

pews and furniture (except for parochial uses)";

And that said exemption, as being an indirect

taxation for the support of denominational places of

worship, is contrary to the interests of religion and

morality as well as to the spirit, if not the letter, of

Article X. of the Bill of Rights, by which each indi-

vidual is bound to contribute his share of the expense

of protecting his property, while the protection of

life, liberty, and property, is specified as the proper

object of taxation.

And, therefore, your petitioners pray that said

clause, together with all special acts of like purport,

maybe repealed.

JOHN FISKE'S PROOF OF GOD AND IMMOR-

TALITY.

It is of prime importance that theorists should

discriminate between facts and arguments and

their own personal leanings. To do this is one

of the best marks of a good logician and a true

philosopher. But, obvious and easy as it seems, it

is a mark which is often wanting in writers of

no small distinction. Their fixed prejudgments

(prejudices) operate like a press-gang on all facts,

which are forced to render abnormal service and

perform a slave's work; and the uttered views of

other men are perversely appropriated in a like

spirit and action. This cannot be supposed to be

a fair picture of so able a writer as John Fiske.

But he is not so unlike it that it could not inno-

cently be mistaken for his. Happily, his personal

preferences are of so noble an order that "e'en

his failings lean to virtue's side." But, instead of

leading himto repudiate certain inconsistencies,

they induce him to distort them into seeming

accord with his preferences; and all this is done

with as much ability as is compatible with such

mental imperfection. Such are the characteristics

of Mr. Fiske's latest book, The Destiny of Man

viewed in the Light ofhis Origin .

He starts out with an unavowed thesis, the

immortality of the soul and of all the fruitage of

the mind. The thesis is worthy of man's highest

powers, and in all ages it has taxed them. Mr.

Fiske's treatment of his theme is in many respects

excellent. His description of phenomena is gen-

erally accurate, his exposition of theories and

their supports is always lucid, and his conclusions

concerning them are for the most part just, so that
few could read the book without profit on the

score of information or of intellectual excitation.

But, ever as he approaches his own main task, he

becomes feeble, as if he were tired and exhausted

with his preliminary toil.

Mr. Fiske is a cosmic evolutionist, which means

that he advocates the unity and identity of the

cosmic force with all the known forms of life . All

are modes of the One ; and, by laws which are an

intrinsic necessity, growing out of the nature of

the one, they are all developed in temporal and

spatial relations to each other.

This theory excludes all the distinctive elements

of what has always been reckoned as theism in

distinction from atheism and pantheism. The

God of theism is not the world, is self-conscious

and purposeful, is creative and not evolutive in

his action. On the other hand, cosmic evolution

identifies what it calls god and the world and

all that is on it. It makes the supreme power

unconscious and unpurposeful, because this is the

character of the cosmic force except in a very

small number of its infinity of forms of existence,

and there it does not act orknow itself as a unity

and grand totality; that is, it does not know

itself at all, only some of its modes know them-

selves. Cosmic evolution excludes creation, be-

cause it denies the increase as well as decrease of
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the sum of being, and affirms that all beings are

one, which is always necessarily changing in its

forms or modes, so that there can never be either

creative purpose or act, except as we choose to use

the term creation to designate evolution, which is

not its proper and loftiest meaning,which mean-

ing ought to be preserved as an idea, though it

haveno counterpart in fact.

These facts nullify all the exposition and argu-

ments of Mr. Fiske in favor of his thesis. He

does indeed make quite a free use of the terms

"God" and "creation" to help him, and he needs

them; but they are entirely foreign to a thorough-

paced doctrine of cosmic evolution. He speaks of

"the creative activity which is manifested in the

physical universe" ; but where it is manifested or

how he does not tell, and as an evolutionist I

cannot find it without his help. The cosmic force,

whatever that may be, was not created, so far as

weknow. It is supposed to be eternal and immu-

table, except in its forms. None of all the forms

it takes on are creations, simply because they are

evolutions, according to the hypothesis, and so in

their essential substance and force they are eternal.

In his plea (shall we say argument?) for man's

immortality, he interrogates : "Are man's highest

spiritual qualities, into the production of which

all this creative energy has gone, to disappear with

the rest? Has all this work been done for noth-

ing? Is it all ephemeral, all a bubble that bursts,

a vision that fades ? Are we to regard the Crea-

tor's work as like that of a child who builds

houses out of blocks just for the pleasure of

knocking them down?" If there is a conscious

Being of infinite perfection, he could not so act ;

but to assume that there is is to assume everything

that is debated or doubted, and about which evolu-

tion says nothing because it has no need of that

hypothesis, dispenses with it and antagonizes it as

a needless and alien intrusion. So far as evolution

extends there is no place for the admission of

creation or creator; and, if evolution is total and

universal, the only knowable form of action and

existence, the hypothesis of creative energy, is

absolutely and forever excluded. And this is the

logical conception of cosmic evolution.

identify the human and cosmic energy, saying that

the energy which works in all the world is " the

same as thatwhich wells up inus as consciousness."

But that is only paneishenism, or true evolution,

not theism and creation, which makes the divine

energy not the same as that which wells up inus

as consciousness.

In short, Mr. Fiske's book is excellent for those

who wish to think and believe as he does; but,

however able, it is by no means successful as an

argument from the cosmic origin of man to theism

and human immortality. The book, however, is

worth reading as a specimen of an effort that de-

served to succeed.

WILLIAM ICRIN GILL.

MORMONISM IN A NEW LIGHT.

III.

The Golden Plates.

Misrepresentation is as good a missionary as any

cause ever had in the field. They who teach any

other doctrine are the defenders of Mormonism,

and not I. A truth is a truth and a lie is a lie,

whether it come from Mormon or Gentile lips.

And now, in discussing the golden plates, let us

allow that gold is gold, and brass is brass, in whos-

everhands it is found. But the question is not,

whether the plates were gold or brass, though such

a question was actually started in Congress recently

by senators condescending to dispute about the

quality of a thing, which not one of them believed

ever existed.

The world laughs at the idea of Smith having

found any golden plates; for what need of them

with the Spaulding manuscript in his hands ? And

its denial in the one case is supported by an even

higher authority than its belief in the other. I

say authority, mark you, not facts. The letter

of Prof. Anthon is that authority. "This letter

speaks for itself and needs no comment," says

the historian. A writer who knew "Joe Smith

and the Smith family, and was editor for many

years of the Wayne Sentinel, which published the

first edition of the Book of Mormon," says, " These

delusions culminated in 1827by the great impos-

ture of the pretended finding of the ancient me-

tallic plates resembling gold," etc.; and that the

learned gentleman, whose bibliological scrutiny

had been solicited,"scouted the whole pretence as

too depraved for serious attention, while commis-

Mr. Fiske is quite dogmatic in denouncing the

dogmas of atheism and materialism and theirdoubt

of a future life. But he ought to know that there

are no such dogmas among scholars. In this

direction, all is negation, doubt, agnosticism. In

these days there is no such thing as a speculative | erating the applicant as the victim of fanaticism

or metaphysical materialism which maintains a

special theory about matter in distinction from

mind. The only existing materialism is the asser-

tion that from the cosmic force, call it what you

will, all the power of organic human consciousness

is derived; and to this, as good evolutionists, we

are all agreed, even though we are idealists. If

this in its popular form does not positively favor

atheism, it makes no demand for theism; and in-

finity and creation should not be superinduced

upon the natural and finite till there is a demand

of scientific and logical necessity. If it does not

positively oppose the doctrine of human immor-

tality, it sees and shows no proof of it, and

acts on the modern doctrine of parsimonious in-

ference, and implies that pure assumptions should

be scarce as angels' visits. It modestly says that

as conscious life seems to begin with organization,

and with organization to end so far as we know,

wehave hence no right to assert anything more.

Equally striking and erroneous is Mr. Fiske's

adduction of Mr. Spencer in support of his views.

Mr. Spencer, he says, teaches that the soul is " in

its deepest sense a divine effluence"; but my im-

pression is that Mr. Spencer has never been guilty

of using such language. Spencer does indeed

or insanity." And this view receives the indorse-

ment, apparently, of Thurlow Weed, who says in

his note to his friend Tucker: "I have long hoped

that some one with a personal knowledge of this

great delusion, who saw it as I did, when it was

.'no bigger than a man's hand,' and who has the

courage and capacity to tell the whole truth, would

undertake the task. I read enough of your manu-

script to be confident that you have discharged

your duty faithfully. " Stephen S. Harding, at one

time Governor of Utah, is another witness, who

writes in a similar strain. "I knew Smith, and

also Martin Harris and Oliver Cowdry, with some

of their fanatical associates at and around Pal-

myra, and can appreciate the importance to the

civilized world of your forthcoming narrative."

This Harding "went with Joe Smith, at his special

request, to his father's house," to "hear read the

wonderful translations from the sacred plates." He

was present in the Wayne Sentinel printing-office,

when "the proof-sheet of the first form of the book,

including the title-page,was revised. " By the con-

sent of the young prophet, he was "given this

revise sheet as a curiosity," which two years after

Smith's murder was bestowed by him on a Mor-

mon missionary, who deposited it as a sacred relic

in the archives of the "Historians' Office" at Salt

Lake City. Oh, that among the sacred relics of

other religions the world only possessed one such

as this, the first real proof-sheet of God's Word as

it came from the mouth of the holy prophets !

The book fromwhich I have just quoted says :

"In unbelief, the Smith family were unqualified

atheists. Can their mockeries of Christianity,

their persistent blasphemies, be accounted for on

any other hypothesis?" If any one would know

how little canbe said in support of the charge of

imposture against Mormonism, let him read that

book. It contains the old story of Smith being a

money-digger, a robber of hen-roosts, the finder of

apress-stone and of the Spaulding manuscript; and

the bias of the whole work is revealed in the

accountgiven of the Spaulding manuscript, which

is a deliberate falsification of history by a sup-

pression of one half of the facts.

The following is Smith's own account of his

first discovery of the plates. It was in September,

1823. He was eighteen years of age:-

I obeyed. I returned back to my father in the

field, and rehearsed the whole matter to him. He

replied to me that it was of God, and to go and do as

Iwas commanded by the messenger; ... and, owing

to the distinctness of the vision, I knew the place as

soon as I arrived there. Convenient to the village of

Manchester, Ontario County, N.Y., stands a hill of

considerable size and the most elevated in the neigh-

borhood. On the west side of this hill, not far from

the top, under a stone of considerable size, lay the

plates deposited in a stone box. This stone was thick

and rounding in the middle on the upper side and

thinner toward the edges, so that the middle part of

it was visible above the ground, but the edge all

around was covered with earth. Having removed

the earth and obtained a lever, which I got fixed

under the edge of the stone, and with a little exertion

raised it up, I looked in, and there indeed did I behold

the plates, the Urim and Thummim, and the breast-

plate, as stated by the messenger. The box in which

they lay was formed by laying stones together in

some kind of cement.

While the translation was in progress, eleven

witnesses testify to having seen the plates. In the

testimony of three of them, it is said: "And we

declare with words of soberness that an angel of

Godcame down from heaven, and he brought and

laid before our eyes, that we beheld and saw the

plates and the engravings thereon," etc. The

eight witnesses testify that "Joseph Smith, Jr. ,

the translator of this work, has shown unto us the

plates of which it hath been spoken, which have

the appearance of gold ; and, as manyofthe leaves

as the said Smith has translated, we did handle

with our hands; and we also saw the engravings

thereon, all of which has the appearance of ancient

work and curious workmanship," etc.

In February, 1829, Martin Harris, one of Smith's

first converts, visited New York City, for the pur-

pose of obtaining the opinion of the learned con-

cerning some of the characters taken from the

plates, together with a translation of a portion of

them. He reported that Prof. Anthon gave him a

certificate, certifying that the translation was cor-

rect, and that they were true characters, Egyptian,

Chaldean, Assyrian, and Arabic. But when,

being told in answer to the question how the

young man came to find the plates, that "an angel

of God had revealed it unto him," Prof. Anthon

said, "Let me see that certificate," and, receiving

it, "tore it to pieces, saying there was no such

thing now as ministering of angels, and, if I would

bring the plates, he would translate them. I in-

formed him that part of the books were sealed, and

that Iwas forbidden to bring them. He replied, 'I

cannot read a sealed book . "

In 1841, twelve years afterward, Prof. Anthon

wrote a letter to an Episcopal minister in New

1
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Rochelle, West Chester County, near New York,

in answer to an inquiry concerning the words or

characters said to have been presented to him.

It is lengthy, but Iwill quote its essential parts :-

Many years ago, the precise date I do not recol-

lect, aplain-looking countryman called on me with a

letter from Dr. Samuel J. Mitchell of our city, re-

questing me to examine and give my opinion upon

a certain paper, marked with various characters,

which the Doctor confessed he could not decipher,

andwhich the bearer of the note was very anxious to

have explained. Avery brief examination convinced

me that it was a mere hoax, and a very clumsy one

too.

toward the Mormons, gives Anthon's letter in the

first, and the facts that are the key to its interpre-

tation in the last, chapter of his book, saying, "It

is 'writ down in our duty' to say a few words on

this curious point."

UNITARIANISM AND THE FREE RELIGIOUS

ASSOCIATION.

In a recent sermon on the twenty-fifth anniver-

sary of the church of which he is pastor, Rev. M. J.

Two years after the Book of Mormon appeared | Savage, referring to the formation of the Free

in print, Prof. Rafinesque, in his Atlantic Journal

for 1832, gave the public a fac-simile of some

American glyphs found in Mexico. He says :

"The glyphs of Otolum are written from top to

bottom, like the Chinese, or from side to side in-

differently, like the Egyptian and the Darnotic

Libyan. Although the most common way of writ-

ing the groups is in rows, and each group sepa-

rated, yet we find some formed, as it were, in

oblong squares or tablets, like those of Egypt."

And, by an inspection of these thirty-six elemen-

tary glyphs, we find how complete is the resem-

blance between them and Prof. Anthon's descrip-

tion of the characters presented to him by "a plain-

looking countryman." In 1843, ayear before the

death of Joseph Smith, there was found at Kinder-

hook, Ill . , twelve feet below the surface of one of

those large ancient mounds, six plates of brass, of

a beel shape, fastened at the end by a ring and two

clasps. Being washed by diluted sulphuric acid,

they were found to be completely covered with

characters, which none have yet been enabled to

read. And, since then, a small tablet of gold has

When I asked the person who brought it how

he obtained the writing, he gave me the following ac-

count. [The story of the discovery and translation

of the plates is here given somewhat in detail, though

not without some straining of the facts in order to

make it appear ludicrous, and some mistakes. ] On

hearing this odd story, I changed my opinion about

the paper; and, instead of viewing it any longer as a

hoax, I began to regard it as a scheme to cheat the

farmer of his money, and communicated my suspi-

cions to him, warning him to beware of rogues. He

requested an opinion from me in writing, which of

course I declined to give. This paper was indeed

a singular scroll . The characters were arranged in

columns like the Chinese mode of writing, and pre-

sented the most singular medley I ever beheld.

Greek, Hebrew, and all sorts of letters, more or less

distorted, either through unskilfulness or from actual

design, were intermingled with sundry delineations

of half moons, stars, and other natural objects; and

the whole ended in a rude representation of the Mex-

ican Zodiac.... Some time after, the farmer paid me

a second visit. He brought with him the gold book

in print, and offered it to me for sale. I declined pur-

chasing. He then asked permission to leave the

bookwithme for examination. I declined receiving
it, although his manner was strangely urgent.

Ihave given you a personal statement of all I know

respecting the origin of Mormonism, and must beg

you as a personal favor to publish this letter imme-

diately, should you find my name mentioned againby

these wretched fanatics .

...

This is a remarkable letter. The public will not

hesitate in deciding whether Anthon or Harris

spoke the truth on the points of difference between

them. Does it not seem most natural that Harris

would try to obtain a certificate on the strength

of the recommendation from Dr. Mitchell, before

emptying his mind on the subject? Anddoes it

seem natural that after the Professor had said the

thingwas "a hoax," and had warned him "to be-

ware of rogues," that he would then ask for a cer-

tificate ? Then Harris told his story immediately

after the interview, while that of the Professor

comes "many years" after. And it can be seen

what a dread Prof. Anthon has, lest "his name

should be mentioned again by these wretched

fanatics." Is it not surprising that Harris should

payhim a second visit, after having been routed

so on his first visit, and having too, as it is made

to appear, carried a lying report awaywith him ?

Does it speak favorably for the breadth and tem-

per of Prof. Anthon that he not only refused to

purchase,but even to look into the Book of Mor-

mon?

Alas, that the name of Anthon should be for-

ever interwoven with Mormon history, and his

fame become a buttress of Mormon faith ! For

so it is. The certificate he refused to Martin

Harris he has given to the world, and in aman-

ner which enhances its value a thousand-fold to

the Mormon cause. The facts I am about to relate

have been suppressed or distorted by most writers,

"either from unskilfulness or actual design." Tayl-

der, for instance, an English divine, wholly omits

them, while he quotes just so much of Anthon's

letter as enables him to say, "This clear state-

ment, writtenwithout reference to the controversy,

throws unwelcome light on the subject." May-

hew, a fair writer in many respects, whom the

Edinburgh Quarterly Review rebukes for partiality

Religious Association, said : "From our galaxy

of ministers, some of the very brightest stars se-

ceded to form a constellation of their own....

The question at stake was as to whether Unitari-

anism was brave enough and confident enough in

the truth to trust itself to perfect intellectual free-

dom and subject its position to the test of the

scientific method,-the only one that has ever

been fruitful in truth-finding results. For a while,

the majority drew back, hesitating to launch its

bark fearlessly on the God-begotten and God-

guided current of the age ; and the little minority

went out into the new wilderness, led, as they

believed, like John the Baptist, by the Spirit. "

Not only "for a while did the majority draw

back." Their action, to the present time, has made

it impossible for a large number of independent

thinkers-who are unwilling, even by implication,

to be committed to doctrines in which they believe

not-to belong consistently to this denomination.

It is not strange that a Christian denomination,

the majority of whose members, perhaps, and

whose most influential leaders, still cling to theo-

been found in Ohio, containing hieroglyphics that | logical dogmas,declined to surrender to rationalism

have a strong resemblance to the Egyptian. so far as to omit all statement of theological beliefs

with which the denomination has been identified

from its earliest existence. It has shown progress

in going so far as it has. Unitarianism in the

past has accomplished much good, and it is still

helping to modify the creeds of the orthodox

churches and to liberalize the religious sentiment

of the people. But it does not now and never has

represented the boldest, the most radical, the most

advanced thought.

A certain writer, with first-class credentials,

makes this reply, "Smith may have obtained

through Rigdon (the literary genius behind the

screen) one of these gylphs, which resembled so

nearly his description of the book he pretended

to find on Mormon hill." Very clever indeed,

when the discovery of these other plates followed

the publication of the Book of Mormon ! And this

writer goes so far as to say that Rigdon "is not

known to have ever disclaimed the part that for

more than thirty years has been publicly assigned

to him in the great plagiarism and imposture," ❘ fields, knowledge of which made them dissatisfied

when as emphatic a disclaimer as was ever penned

has been before the public all this time; and ithas

never been cancelled by any utterance of his, even

though, being defeated by Brigham Young in his

candidacy for the headship of the Church after

Smith's martyrdom, he rebelled, and was cut off

from the Church.

The "little minority" went out into no "wilder-

ness," but rather into rich and inviting harvest-

with the restricted pasturage afforded by Unitari-

anism. These fields had been and were being cul-

tivated by minds whom neither Unitarianism nor

any other form of Christianity was brave and

progressive enough to recognize. It is by gleaning

in this field that Mr. Savage has become imbued

with modern thought and discontented with theo-

logical restrictions. In the sermon from which we

have quoted, he says : "On Nov. 24, 1859, the

year and the month of our church dedication, was

published the first edition of Darwin's Origin of

Species . I mark this year because this book pre-

cipitated a world-wide conflict, out of which a new

universe has beenborn. Seven years earlier than

this, Mr. Herbert Spencer had published an essay

whose implications involved the whole mighty

change that was to come. But Darwin's book

forced the recognition of the scientific world.

These two master minds will, in the far future,

stand like twin mountains, sky-kissing in ther

sublimity and overlooking all the modern world.

Spencer is the more far-reaching and comprehen-

sive in his grasp, while Darwin outranks any

purely scientific brain that the world has ever seen.

... Neither of these men has said much about

theology, but they have compelled theology to

say a great deal about them. Theyhave literally

given us anew universe,-not by destroying any

old truths or by creating any new ones, but by

helping us to see things as they are.... Never in

all the earth's history before has so vast a revolu-

tion of thought passed over the humanmind."

It has also been many times said that some of

the witnesses to the Book of Mormon denied their

testimony, while the reverse of this is true. Not

one of the eleven witnesses has made a statement

contrary to the original to which their names are

affixed in the Book of Mormon. One of the wit

nesses, David Whitmer, is still living. He left the

Church in the dark days of persecution in Mis-

souri, and has still very bitter feelings toward the

prophet, "who," as a Mormon writer puts it, "he

wrongfully imagines, endeavored to injure him."

But he is lately reported as saying, "These hands

handled the plates, these eyes saw the angel, and

these ears heard His voice; and I know it was of

God." Orson Pratt, the Mormon apostle, asks :

"When Saul, the King of Israel, became a mur-

derer in his heart, by seeking the life of David,

did that destroy or even weaken the testimony he

had formerly delivered as a prophet ? The Lord

appeared unto Solomon twice; yet, even after all

that, he fell into transgression, and became a most

abominable idolater. Did this wicked idolatry

prove his proverbs and other writings were not in-

spiredof God? Did Peter's lying, cursing, swear-

ing, and denying the Christ invalidate or destroy

his testimony concerning the glorious voice he

heard on the mount ?"

T. W. CURTIS .

"But," continues Mr. Savage, referring to the

Free Religious movement, "this was only a split

in a growing tree, the vigor of whose life is able
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toheal again. These men have stood by their flag

of utter intellectual freedom; and we,-let us

confess it, in our forward march, now find our-

selves close by their sides once more. And the

future will rejoice, not that for a long time we lost

themby our fault, but that they were found again.

As in the case of Parker, it will be discovered that

theywho were for a time cast out were the truer

representatives of the divine purpose that was lead-

ing our life. They will be counted as a part of

our heritage and pride."

That Unitarianism has advanced beyond the

position it occupiedwhen the Free Religious move-

ment was inaugurated is undoubtedly true. Like

every other Christian sect, it has been profoundly

influenced by the scientific discoveries, philo-

sophic discussions, secular pursuits, and rational-

izing tendencies of the age, which are among the

causes that contributed to the new departure which

resulted in the formation of the Free Religious

Association. At the same time, Unitarianism, con-

sidering its past history and the claims of some of

its representatives, is too timid and conservative,

and toomuch controlled by the theological rather

than by the scientific spirit and method, to com-

mand the unqualified support of the great mass of

thinkers whose beliefs are substantially the same

as Mr. Savage's, not to speak of the large class of

agnostics. Far from being close by the side of

thosewho "have stood by their flag of intellectual

freedom, " the Unitarian denomination discourages

the exercise of such freedom in its pulpits, when

the theological creeds formally assented to by the

majority of Unitarians are subjected to direct and

vigorous criticism. A combination of favorable

circumstances, it is doubtless true, makes Mr.

Savage's remark applicable to his own society;

but he probably knows better than we do that the

more radical ministers of his denomination feel

the necessity of being extremely cautious in the

expression of their views, lest they incur the dis-

pleasure of those who control the denominational

machinery. It is notmanymonths since the writer

of this article, by request, cancelled a lecture en-

gagement which was to be given in a New England

Unitarian church, because it was feared the lecture,

if given, might prevent expected financial aid from

the Unitarian Association. What encouragement

does the Unitarian denomination give radical

thinkers who do not take the Christian name and

decline to use theological language which for them

has no meaning ? And why should such expect

encouragement from Unitarisanism ?

The Free Religious Association offers a free

platform for the representation of Christian, extra-

Christian, and anti-Christian thought, and with-

out subjecting its members to the necessity of lis-

tening to prayers and participating in a "service"

which to them is meaningless. Is it likely that

the members of this Association could be satisfied

to unite with the Unitarian denomination, because

it was founded bymenwho had been prominent

Unitarian members and because Unitarianism, in

common with other Christian sects, has since

made marked progress ? It is certain that, even

if those now living who were identified with the

formation of the Free Religious Association should

be satisfied to abandon it and return to their old

religious fold, which is extremely improbable,-

the great majority of its members and the thou-

sands for whose principles of intellectual freedom

it stands, who have and wish to have no connec-

tionwith a Christian church,would not be gained
to Unitarianism. Is it not possible that, when

Unitarianism and other Christian denominations
shall come to concede the justice and the impor-

tance of the principle of intellectual liberty, the

Free Religious Association will itself make a for-

ward movement in harmony with the progressive

spirit of the age? There is always room for an

advance. B. F. UNDERWOOD.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

GOVERNOR HOADLY (who, it will be remem-

bered, is one of the Vice-Presidents of the Free

Religious Association) issues a Thanksgiving Proc-

lamation this year which is the least objectionable

of any paper of the kind we remember to have

read. It is as follows :-

By virtue of authority conferred upon me by sec-

tion 3177 of the Revised Statutes, and in accordance

with the old and honored custom, I hereby appoint

Thursday, November 27, as a public holiday, and in-

vite the people of Ohio then to join in thanksgiving

for the blessings of the year. Let us remember and

act upon the principle, "It is more blessed to give

than to receive," so that in these days of wide-spread

poverty the more fortunate by acts of charity and

gifts bestowed and kindness may enable all to share

in the spirit and feeling of the occasion.

Given under my hand and seal of the State of Ohio

at the City ofColumbus, this eighth day of November,

A.D. 1884. GEORGE HOADLY, Governor.

JAMES W. NEWMAN, Secretary of State.

In a notice of Mr. John Fiske's essay, read last

summer at the Concord School of Philosophy, the

Congregationalist says :-

In a charming style, he depicts his idea of thede-

velopment of man and of society, argues earnestly in

favor of immortality, not as scientifically demonstra-

ble, but as credible by a sincere faith, and closes with

the declaration that, "as we gird ourselves up for the

work of life, we may look forward to the time when

inthe truest sense the kingdoms of this world shall

become the kingdom of Christ, and he shall reign

forever, King of kings and Lord of lords," words

which, in any sense, sound as strange as they are

pleasant from the lips of a cosmic philosopher.

The "sense" in which these words are used en-

ables Mr. Fiske, no doubt, to form some sort of

connection between what they express and what

he means; but, if one did not know that our "cos-

mic philosopher" is without any belief whatever

in Christ in a theological sense, he might from

the sentence above quoted infer that he was an

evangelical Christian. Doubtless, these words and

others of an accommodating nature in Mr. Fiske's

late writings are "pleasant" to the Congregation-

alist. They are words which only a Christian can

consistently use, from the lips of a non-Christian

and an agnostic. And they serve to conceal his

heresy-or that part of it which, when plainly

stated, can be popularly understood from the

majority of his readers. The fact that such words

are known to be "pleasant" in so many quarters

has an unhealthful influence on many of our

authors, who, recognizing that force moves along

the line of the least resistance, modify their views

and trim and temporize in the use of language

until, indeed, their essays meet with but little

opposition, for the reason that they fail to state

fairly and fully the positions of the writers, and

give insincere support to popular error. They en-

courage indirectness and ambiguity of expression,

and leave unpopular truth to be presented without

evasion or equivocation by a few whose task is

made harder by the timidity and time-serving of

those who accept the premium which Orthodoxy

offers upon the suppression of heresy. Where are

the scientific and philosophic writers in this coun-

plainness and directness which mark the ad-

try, holding positions, who dare speak with the

Romanes, and others in England ?

dresses and essays of Huxley, Tyndall, Maudsley,

SOME of our liberal papers are not as "liberal"

as their professions would lead one to suppose.

They claim to be in favor of the freest and fullest

discussion ; but when a question arises on which

they know their readers are not agreed, even

though it be of great importance to the liberal

movement, they are ready to prevent controversy

and to suppress the truth in regard to it. And this,

to our knowledge, is sometimes done in the pro-

fessed interests of "harmony," when in fact the

real motive is to guard against the failure liable

to result from a disclosure of the truth, of some

personal interest or preconcerted scheme. The

policy in such cases is to appeal to those who, with

all their claims to liberality, are filled with the

spirit of sectarianism, and who are easily per-

suaded that controversy on questions on which

Liberals differ, and the deliberate suppression of

the truth, are right and proper when the object is

"to prevent a division of our forces" and "to di-

rect all our strength against the enemy." Those

who protest against this dishonesty, who insist on

presenting the facts and discussing differences, are

accused of "captiousness," "fault-finding," "illiber-

ality," etc.; and, while their motives are thus im-

pugned, their statements, with the reasons and

arguments therefor, are carefully kept from the

readers of the papers in which they are week after

week the objects of ungenerous and disparaging

criticism. Of course, this is not Liberalism; but

it is the method and spirit of some papers which

claim to be, and which are nominally classed with

liberal journals. To such is commended this pas-

sage from an article we find in Lucifer, a little

paper published at Valley Falls, Kan., in whose

columns appears much from which we dissent, but

whose words here given are not only courageous, but

just and timely : "I repeat, I cannot understand

why I should be reproached with an asserted desire

to fight when I criticise the words and acts of Lib-

erals, while other writers are regarded as engaged in

a perfectly legitimate work when fiercely assailing

the orthodox and attacking Orthodoxy. Truth is

truth wherever found and by whoever taught.

Error is error wherever found and by whoever

taught. Why should I not call to the barof liberty

and reason the free-thought lecturer and writer as

well as the Christian priest and author, when I

believe the former to be in the wrong ? Or do

liberal speakers, editors, and writers constitute a

mutual admiration society, each member sworn to

indorse all that all the rest say and do ? If so,

that lets me out! We are 'fighting' wrong wher-

ever we find it, whether under the cassock of the

priest or the coat of the infidel, in the Council of

the Church or the Congress of the League."

GROWING OLD.

For The Index.

It's only the dead who never grow old,

Waiting in windowless cell,

Where the years unrecorded may never unfold

Achange in the place where they dwell.

The living grow old. and their image impaired

Is scattered along on the years,

Where identity rests when proof canbe squared

With life in its different spheres.

For the absent and lost what changes arewrought

Are out of our knowledge and care,

But just as they lived, by photograph thought ,

They're fixed in our memory there.

And the image I hold no iconoclast dares

To break with his sacrilege base:

It's the child of my love, unheeding myprayers,

With death's aureole on her face.

Yet only a child my memory knows,

Andthen I am lost in mydreams

That somehow, as nature's economy flows,

Eternity saves and redeems.

For in fancy I feel a little hand-clasp

Is clinging with innocent art,

And little white arms with a tender grasp

Encircle the void inmyheart.A. D. MARO
KRES
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The Judex.

BOSTON, NOVEMBER 20, 1884.

THE INDEX is published every Thursday, at No. 44 Boyl-

stonStreet, Boston, by an incorporated Board of Trustees

nominated by the Free Religious Association. Terms:

Threedollars peryear, in advance.

THE objects of THE INDEXmay be defined by the objects

of the Free Religious Association ; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-

lowship in the spirit, and to encourage the scientific study

of man's religious nature and history" ; in other words,

Kighteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks
these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.

It would subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations-the Christian no less
than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipate Re-
ligion from bondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-

tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

may be put more effectually to the service of a higher
Morality and an improved Social Welfare.

J. POTTER,

WILLIAMINFUNDERWOOD, :::::::}Editors.

NO WRITERS in THE INDEX, editorial or other, are to be

regarded as speaking in behalf ofthe Free Religious Asso-

ciation as awhole; nor is any writer to be held responsible

for anyopinions expressed in its columns except his own.

For all unsigned editorial matter, B. F. UNDERWOOD, the

office editor, is responsible.

ALL communications intended for the paper and all

business letters should be addressed to B. F. UNDERWOOD,

the Business Manager,44Boyston Street, Boston, towhose

order all checks and drafts for THE INDEX should be

made payable. Letters for Mr. PoTTER should be ad-

dressed to him, at New Bedford, Mass.

PAPERS are forwarded until an explicit order is

received by the publishers to discontinue, and until pay-

ment of all arrearages is made. The change of date on the

address label is a receipt for renewal, and no other receipt
willbe sent unless specially requested.

KAMA LOCA.

BY W. A. CRAM.

For The Index .

medium of its servant, the animal soul. At what

we call death there is a wonderful separation of

these elements or principles. First, the visible,

material body drops off, crumbles to dust, and

is resolved into gases. Thus, the animal soul is

freed from the grosser matter, and now lives out-

wardly in its astral body. Then the human soul

cuts loose from the animal soul, and with its em-

bryonic spiritual soul and spirit ascends to a

higher state of being.

It

it to produce phenomena cognizable by our senses,

-as rappings from unseen agencies, electric sparks,

moving material objects no moving mechanism vis-

ible, playing on instruments by unseen hands,

writing on sealed slates, etc. According to the

doctrine of Esoteric Buddhism, all these phenom-

enamay be produced by these animal souls dwell-

ing in "Kama Loca," just adjoining us, since they

possess and use elements and powers in somemeas-

ure common to our lives. Moreover, there are cer-

tain individuals, living in our world and life, whose

human and animal souls are but loosely united,

the human soul having but imperfect control over

the animal in their bodies. Hence, at times, they

may become temporarily separated. If animal

souls of quite strong individuality in "Kama

Loca" find a human being where the two souls

are but loosely united, they may, by a strong

purpose or desire, force out the animal soul from

its earthly tenement for a while, and themselves

take temporary abode in the body, and influence

thehuman soul there to think, speak, and act, in a

measure, according to their emotions and desires ,

and thus re-enter partially their old way of life.

They may influence such a one to speak their

thoughts and emotions. In such a case, the ideas

and feelings spoken may bear, in a lower degree,

strong resemblance to the thoughts and emotions

of the human soul with which they were once con-

joined, in the natural life of a human being, so

that some might remark that it was the one who

had died come back to earth again. In such cases

of influence, the words and acts will be noticed to

fall below the knowledge and power of the human

soul these animal souls appear to personify, if that

human soul while in earth life had been largely

educated. And this is quite natural, since the

animal soul cannot possibly express the high-

est state of thought or feeling of the master soul

that had once ruled them in a human body.

Thus, if the animal souls in "Kama Loca," that

had once been conjoined in this life with the

human soul of a Parker or an Agassiz, could so

influence some man or woman as to speak their

thoughts, they could only utter but weakly and im-

perfectly the thoughts of their late master, since

they could have but inadequately apprehended

them; yet, at the same time, their ideas would bear

a certain resemblance to the form and spirit of the

thoughts and life of Parker or Agassiz as they

had been known while on earth. Do, then, ani-

mal souls always remain in "Kama Loca," doomed

to this very crude and subordinate life ? If we

understand the occult science of the Buddhists, all

these souls sooner or later are again reincarnated

in the forms of human beings for further educa-

tion, so that they, on their particular line of evo-

lution, attain higher and higher degrees of being

through each new reincarnation.

But what of the animal soul and its astral body?

Freed from the grosser elements and left by the

higherhuman soul, it seems to be at large. Now,

this astral body is only one degree more refined

than the gross, visible matter of our world,-only

just over the borders of visibility from us.

naturally gravitates to its own kind and degree,

which is the vast realm of invisible matter adjoin-

ing and surrounding our visible world. We might

say our atmosphere was the realm where the ani-

mal soul in its astral body took up its abode,

when at death it was separated from its old rela-

tions in thehuman organism. According to Eso-

teric Buddhism, this is true but in part; for it is

not limited to our atmosphere for its abode, but

may rise to a certain degree into the finer ether

above our atmosphere. They give the name of

"Kama Loca" to this region or abode of those

animal souls which once dwelt in human organ-

isms, but were set free from their earthly relations

by what we call "death." While in the human

body, the animal soul is the subordinate member,

it is subject to the human soul as to a master. In

the course of the natural life, it gets educated into

the emotions, will, hopes, and aspirations of its

master in a large degree, just as a good servant

here, long subject to a kind master, grows habitu-

ated to feel his master's life a great deal his own,

almost unconsciously thinks and acts according to

his master's will. So this animal soul, without

any distinct or strong individuality of its own,

thinks, hopes, and strives, from the will of its

master, till it scarcely has any conscious life out-

side of that master. At death,being left by the

head that has so long ruled it, and ushered into a

new world,-"Kama Loca,"-it finds itself all

abroad, drawn downward to the old material

scenes and interests, and upward to its old master,

the human soul. With no distinct organic life or

personality of its own, it lives a kind of amor-

phous spiritual life, living over the emotions,

hopes, and aspirations it received from its master
when in the human body with him. According to

Esoteric Buddhism, we may consider ourselves as

surrounded by the company of these animal souls

dwelling in our atmosphere,-"Kama Loca,"-all
invisible to us, yet coming and going, an ever-

present host of the unseen, their conscious life
being inthe main arevival, a living over, thoughts,

What is Kama Loca? According to the doctrine

of "Esoteric Buddhism," as presented by A. P.

Sinnett, man is not simply a material, visible

body,and a soul or spirit dwelling in this body,

manifesting life through it, as has been popularly

believed or accepted in Christendom. Accord-

ing to the teaching of occult Buddhistic science,

man is amuch more complex being in his consti-

tution. In brief, the human being, while living

in this world, is constituted of seven distinct

elements or principles, the five lower being de-

veloped and active, the two higher in a kind of

embryonic state. This is their order, beginning

with the lowest and grossest: first, the mate-

rial body; second, vitality ; third, the astral

body; fourth, the animal soul; fifth, the human

soul; sixth, the spiritual soul ; seventh, the spirit,

-the spiritual soul and spirit in our present

earth life being in embryo,awaiting some higher
state for development. The animal soul and the

human are the active wills of the whole body
throughout life here. The animal soul, being the

lower, is subject to the human. In the complete

human being there are two bodies to these souls :

the material one that we commonly see ; and a

finer, invisible one, called the astral body, which

we may consider within the grosser, material one,

though we must ever bear in mind this finer in-

visible one is of matter only a degree higher or

more refined than we can see. It is a higher con-

tinuation of our visible world of matter, adjoin-

ing it, though just over the borders of the visible.

The astral body is then essentially the invisible

body of the animal soul, the ethereal duplicate of

hopes, and emotions of the life they once experi-
enced in human bodies like ours, still retaining

quite a close relation with the elements and powers

of this world. Their bodies being but one remove

from visibility, as in our life, under certain condi-

tions, they may become visible to people of very

sensitive organizations, presenting at times quite

remarkable likenesses to the old human forms they

once were members of, being thus mistaken for

the "ghost" or "materialized form" of some one

who has died.

While dwelling in "Kama Loca," they are re-

lated to and work through elements and powers

in some measure common to our life. Thus, elec-

the material one. The animal soul being subject tricity, in weak and imperfect ways, we have

to thehuman soul in this life, the human soul is

able to use this invisible astral body through the

*Esoteric Buddhism . By A. P. Sinnett. Published by
Houghton, Mifflin & Co.

learned to control and use; but it more abounds

as an element or force in the realm about us,-

"KamaLoca,"-so that the animal souls inhabiting

that region, in crude and imperfect ways, may use

Is there any scientific basis for "Kama Loca"

and its inhabitants, the animal souls that have

once held subordinate places in the human bodies

of our world? As to the locality called "Kama

Loca" by EsotericBuddhism, there can be nomat-

ter of doubt, since science is more and more dis-

covering that our visible world, this earth globe,

is but as a grosser nucleus of matter and forces to

the vast sphere of higher and finer matter and

forces that enfold it as an atmosphere; that the

invisible is far more than the visible. Moreover,

of this great realm of unseen matter and force

that surrounds our seen world, we are learning

something. It is discovered to be the region of

elements and powers not altogether separate from

our seen, but that they at certain points mutually

interblend, as, for instance, electric and chemic

forces and other subtle powers of our organization

and life that act in our world, yet are more abun-
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dant and active in the outlying and invisible

region that enfolds us as a measureless ocean of

forms and being, whose tide sweeps over and

through our world at all times; for all the most

potent and directive forces of chemical action-

vegetation and animal growth-flow in upon our

world from the great unseen adjoining. From all

analogy and reason, we must suppose that this

realm of unseen elements and powers is not a

dead world, but rather the scene of evolution of

forms and life of some kind and degree; that we

are not surrounded by death, but life. Ever the

vision of worlds and life is deepening and widen-

ing, and each newly discovered degree is found to

be subject to the same law of evolution of organ-

ization and life as the old. Witness the micro-

scopic and telescopic discoveries of realms of forms

and life, a thousand-fold greater than what had

been discerned by the uneducated naked eye.

How can we escape the conviction that this must

be the fact and method of nature in the next de-

gree of the unseen, just outlying our present seen ?

Hence, the region named "Kama Loca" is one

of the facts of modern science ; and that it should

be the scene of organization and life of some kind

is the most legitimate conclusion reached by fol-

lowing out the line of natural discovery and the

lead of rational scientific imagination.

What of the animal souls that may people

"Kama Loca"? The term souls, although so gen-

eral in use, is somewhat ambiguous. We use it

here in the popularly accepted sense, as that invis-

ible reality which is not of matter nor by matter,

but ofwhich matter is the sensible expression or

instrument of action. It is the noumenon of

which matter and organization are the phenomena.

Of the human being, we say the soul is the origin

of life, of the willing, hoping, loving, and striv-

ing. At death, this soul is set free from the body

of living matter. Thus, conscious life passes from

that body, since the soul is the seat of conscious-

ness. Just here, the question arises whether there

be but one soul, one individual consciousness, in

acomplete human organism, or whether we must

count one principal and many subordinate. If we

goback to the simpler forms of animal life, at one

stage we find the nucleated cell plainly possessing

an individuality of existence. Must we not postu-

late a consciousness of being of very low degree

in it? Higher in the scale of being appears a

number of these primitive animal bodies, strung

together in a kind of community of life like a

string of beads, with some kind of a common

nervous thread uniting them all, so that, while

each individual segment or cell has a distinct ex-

istence, it also has a life in common with all the

others, united by a primitive nervous thread, in

suring a sort ofcommunity of action. Still higher

in development is the organism where some one

or more of this community of cells or individuals

has a larger nervous system, and this by virtue of

more brain and better organs has become master

of the whole community, stamping the whole or-

ganism with the stronger individuality of its own

will and emotions. The most perfected animal is

only a higher continuation of this process of evo-

lution into a greater differentiation of parts and

acompleter subordination of the parts to the one

central will. In the human organism, the different

organs are not subject directly to the central will,

but to manysubordinate wills, located at various

directive points throughout the body; and these

lesser controlling wills to the central one. Thus,

we locate the master will or mind of the man in

the brain: there are received all the important

reports of sensation, from thence issue all the im-

portant commands. Thus, the master mind or

soul feels and wills in a measure through all the

countless cells and varied organs of the body ; and

each individual cell, and each community of cells

constituting the separate organ, is educated more

or less into the feelings and will of the master

soul in the brain. Now between the master soul

and the cell individual and the organcommunity

are subordinate wills or souls, located throughout

the whole human system in the ganglia or minor

brains, found at the branching ways of nerves

and organs. These are seats of emotion and will-

ing, controlling special portions of the system

under the direction of the central will. Hence,

wecannot regard the human organism as the seat

of one will or soul, but of many of different de-

grees of development.

At what we call death, what changes in the

relation of the principles or elements of the body

are wrought ? Of the central will or soul, we

conceive that it is set free from the grosser ele-

ments and powers of the visible body to rise into a

new and higher state of being. The material cells

we can trace through decomposition, crumbling

away to earth mould or resolved into gases, await-

ing some new combination into vegetal or animal

growth. But what of those lesser wills or con-

sciousnesses that were located in the smaller

brains, the ganglia? Are they lost at death ?

Many of them, no doubt, have received a far

higher development in willing, thought, and emo-

tion than the master souls of worms and insects

or than some of the higher animals. They have

been imbued, educated, more or less, with the

larger conscious life of the central soul which they

so long served. We cannot believe them annihi-

lated at death : they, too, must have a habitat and

being. Where? We trace the grosser material

elements and forces of the body, over which these

minor wills or souls ruled, under the direction of

the master will or soul. We trace these elements

and forces through dissolution, passing into earth

mould and into the atmosphere. May it not be-

what more natural in the line of evolution than

that these minor souls, holding awhile a kind of

community relation, as in the body, should pass

into the great realm of the unseen that surrounds

our little seen? Such might be the animal souls of

"Kama Loca." In that unseen realm adjoining

ours, they would hold an intermediate position

between our world and that higher realm of the

human souls who had ascended through death ;

related to both, it may be serving both. Wemay

conceive of some such condition and relation as

this: a realm of the unseen adjoining our seen,

we know. How hardly can we escape the convic-

tion that it is but a higher continuation of our

seen world and life in the line of evolution ! Into

this higher, outlying unseen, we may quite natu-

rally suppose that souls, freed from seen matter,

pass to finer, more perfect degrees of matter, force,

and life.

Of the souls or separate individual conscious-

nesses that dwelt in the human organism, at death

the master soul ascends to that degree in the un-

seen for which it is fitted. Of the lesser subor-

dinate individual consciousnesses or souls, that

ruled in the lesser brains, the ganglia, as the

seats of willing, emotion, and striving, although

educated into much of the life of the master soul

that ruled over and through them, they are not so

largely developed, hence will gravitate to a lower

degree of the unseen, remaining, it may be, quite

close to the old earth of matter in our atmosphere,

organizing and controlling matter and forces, only

just over the borders of visibility and tangibility

to us. What more natural than that they may

produce phenomena sensible to us, under certain

conditions ? Still working in and through ele-

ments and powers close bordering upon us, com-

mon to them and to us, may they not quite natu-

rally at times produce raps and voices,audible to

us, through electricity or some other of the subtle

forms of force with which we are ever surrounded

and permeated, in the midst of which they live,

through which they may find their most common

action ? If, moreover, these souls dwell in and

manifest through unseen matter bordering on our

seen, and therefore so nearly visible to us, is it

unscientific to imagine that they may "tone down"

their unseen forms of matter to a condition where

they may be visible to our duller senses, and so

appear as materialized forms of those departed

into the unseen ?

The scientific principles of fluorescence point

how open may be the way. It requires no far

stretch of the "scientific imagination" to conceive

of these unseen beings, through the subtle yet

mighty forces that permeate their realm and ours,

as an unseen tide flowing back and forth, moving

objects visible about us. Yet, again, if they still

retainmuch of the spirit and power of the willing,

hoping, and striving they were once inspired with

and educated into by the master human soul that

has ascended above them, being so closely related

to us, maythey not quite naturally find means to

communicate something of that life to us ? Lastly,

conceiving of these souls as still holding some

relation and communion with those master souls

that have gone above them, maythey not receive

and bear from them to us, though in a weak, im-

perfect way, some messages, some tokens of love

and good will, some communications of thought

and aspiration, some facts of that higher life they

have reached and toward which we move ? Is

"Kama Loca" such as this? Shall we some time

grow to find, plain to our sense and understand-

ing, what now we grasp but weakly, and "see

through a glass darkly" ?

CORRESPONDENCE .

CUSTOM OF HEBREW DIVORCE IN THE

UNITED STATES .

Editors of The Index:-

Few people are aware that much family trouble

and forced seeking for charity are caused among the

Jews in America by the above-named habit, which is

a relict of the ancient times when Church and State

wereas one, and of course is without legal value to-

day in this country. Much, on the contrary, has been

said and written in praise of the strictness of the

Hebrews in preserving intact the marriage state,

reflections having been cast on our condition as less

admirable in this respect.

These divorce papers, so called, are made by the

assistance of some Hebrew rabbi, and are written in

the old characters in thirteen lines accurately formed.

It is deemed necessary that the paper, when com-

plete, should be handed to the woman in the presence

of one or two witnesses. When she accepts it, either

knowing its contents or not, the divorce is complete.

Remarriage can take place; and only occasionally do

the parties feel the need of appeal to the civil courts

in the matter, and then usually it is from the informa

tion received from outside their number.

In both the following cases, the husbands hadde-

serted their wives and families and left the city, caus-

ing hardship and requests for aid, which, when in-
quired into, led to the real cause of the trouble, and a

speedy bringing the men to court to obtain the sup-

port required by our laws of husbands, of any nation-

ality or creed, for their families.

In order to provide all needed facts to substantiate

this article, the names of the parties are given for

identification.

Simon and Leah Silverman: former at Attleboro,

Mass.; latter at 65 Salem Street, Boston, Myer and

Rachael Maccola: former atWashington, D.C.; latter

at 5 Morton Street, Boston.

Divorce.

This is to certify, in the hands ofthewoman Shena

Leah, that she is free, who is the daughter of Harris,
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that she is divorced from herhusband Simon, the son

of Myer. This is public, this is written and sealed in

Bostonwhich is near thesea and the Charles River,

in the third week of September, which is the twenty-

third day of Ella in the year 5643 since the begin-

ning of the world. The witnesses to this are Solo-

mon, the son of Rafael, and Abraham, the son of

Eliza. And she can marry any Hebrew under the

Hebrew law, except a (descendant of Aaron)Kahen;

and Siskind, the rabbi of the Mikra Kodash holy

church ofNew York, arranged this matter between

them anddivorced them.

521-2Eldridge Street, N.Y.

REV. S. M. SISKIND.

In the third week, the fifteenth of the month of

Air(May) in the year 5643 since the beginning of the

world as we count it here, in New York near the sea

and the river Hudson, I, Myer, the son of Gedalia,

living in New York, which is a great seaport and near

the river Hudson, being troubled in my soul and

with sickness, being at the point of death, come to

separate from youmywife, Udis Rachael, the daugh-

ter of Joseph. I give you freedom to part with me

and to be separate from me to have your own will to

marry any other man. Andno mancan prevent you

fromdoing this from this day forever. Andyou have

the rightto anyman, and this I give you to show, a

writtenpaper, as a separation. This is a divorce sepa-

rating us according to the laws and religion of Moses

and the Israelites .

Witness, Moses Simon, the son of Mordecai, Isaah,

the son of Isaac.

Objection has been widely made to other religious

sects whohave assumed illegal positions in regard to

marriage and divorce in America. This then, equally,

should be adversely criticised and prevented, rather

than to allow it to be hidden away, so that many

neverhear of the fact at all, one would suppose.

JOHN DIXWELL, M.D.

BOSTON, 1884.

[Thefollowing extractfrom Dr. Mielziner's recently

published work, The Jewish Law of Marriage and

Divorce, may be of interest in connection with the

curiousdivorce papers cited by Dr. Dixwell :-

"As long as the Jews had autonomy in all their

matrimonial affairs, and Jewish courts were permitted

to exercise a kind of ecclesiastical jurisdiction in

cases of divorce, they were strictly governed by the

Rabbinical law concerning such matters. Since the

beginning of the present century, this autonomy has

ceased in most of the European countries. Here in

America it never existed. Under these circum-

stances, a valid marriage can be dissolved by the com-

petent courts of the State only. The laws by which

these courts are governed differ in many respects

from the rules of the Rabbinical Code. The rabbi in

our time has no power or authority to enforce a disso-

lution of marriage where it is required by the Jewish

law, or to direct the act of a ritual Get [Document,

meaningwhat is called "bill of divorce" in the Bible,

so long as the marriage has not been duly dissolved

by the competent court of the country. In general,

the Jewish parties whose marriage has been dissolved

by court apply for a ritual Get, in order to be per-

mitted to remarry according to the Jewish Law;

and, in this case, the rabbi will comply with their

request."

It seems from this extract that divorce papers like

the above have no validity for Hebrews in this coun-

tryunderthe modern Jewish law of divorce, as they

certainly have none under the laws of the States.

This form of the bill of divorce, as given by Dr. Miel-

ziner, refers to "the city situated on the river," "and

containing wells for water." He says the present

form of the document was probably established by
the Babylonian teachers of the fourth century, who

laid down some very minute rules for its peculiar or-

thography and caligraphy. Itmay be written in any

language ; but the Rabbinical idiom, which is a mixt-

ure of Hebrew andAramaic, is still used.-B. F. U.]

SOCIAL HAPPINESS.

Editors of The Index:-

The late death of Charles F. Barnard, the founder

of the Warren Street Chapel, suggests the subject

of "Social Happiness." Thanks to Channing and

Parker, we now enjoy more favorable conditions for

the growth of cheerfulness. Creeds do not constitute

character, but they affect character. With all his

natural tenderness of heart, Mr. Barnard could not

have succeeded in making so many thousands of

children happy in their social relations, if he had

accepted the current beliefs and doctrines of the

Trinitarian churches. Even as it was, he was ham-

pered by traditions and narrowness of Unitarian

churches . He was an innovator when he instructed

and entertained children. And, even now, efforts to

promote social happiness are hindered by the doc-

trines and prejudices of churches. The popular feel-

ing is still opposed to joining the worship ofGod with

amusements for the young.

The laws of associated life are not taught and ex-

emplifiedby the churches. They were organized for

another purpose, although social morality has never

been wholly lost sight of. We are soon to have soci-

ology recognized as its importance demands, and not

as a side issue .

Morality and philanthropy, under the inspiration of

more rational views of the source and life of the uni-

verse, will seek the aid of science to improve the

moral and social condition of the world, to remove

the causes ofunhappy homes, and ofthe immoralities

which darken our streets and fill our prisons. We

are to have such eloquence as Phillips used to im-

prove the financial and social condition of the masses .

Music Hall should be filled every Sunday to receive

instruction and inspiration on such themes as social

happiness, and through the week we need joyous

gatherings of young and old in the interests of pure

and unadulterated benevolence.

Boston is all the better and happier for Mr. Bar-

nard's boldness and enthusiasm. We owe the Public

Garden, the Museum ofFine Arts, the attention paid

to children and the unfortunate, to him. He had a

genius for doing good, at the expense of personal

health and strength. Though he lived to be over

seventy years of age, his real life work was consum-

matedmany years ago. His ideas of social happiness

are still acted upon by his successors at the War-

ren Street and the Appleton Street Chapels. They

have no doubt modified the workings of numerous

churches.

BOOK NOTICES.

W. G. B.

ATHEISM IN PHILOSOPHY, AND OTHER ESSAYS . By

Frederic Henry Hedge, author of Reason in Relig-

ion , Primeval World of Hebrew Tradition, Ways of

the Spirit, etc. Boston: Roberts Brothers. 1884.

pp. 390. Price $2.00.

By philosophic atheism, Dr. Hedge means "specu-

lative denial of a supermundane, conscious intelli-

gence,-theories ofthe universe which regard it as the

product of blind force, or as a self-subsisting, self-

governing, independent being." In speculating about

the universe, there is no evading the question of ori-

gin; and here atheists differ widely, almost as widely

as they differ from theists. Two prominent examples

the author selects for illustrations, one drawn from

antiquity, the other from modern times ,-Epicurus

and Arthur Schopenhauer. The lives of these phi-

losophers are sketched, their systems expounded,

and some of their distinctive positions critically ex-

amined. A chapter is also devoted to a critique of

pessimism as taught by Eduard von Hartmann.

Of Epicurus, Dr. Hedge says: "I callhim an atheist

in philosophy; for, though he recognizes the exist-

ence of the nationalgods, it is only as accidents, not

as powers. He recognizes no divine agency in his

system. His gods have no right to be, in the light of

his philosophy.... Finding them fixed in the popu-

lar belief, he uses them as illustrations of a blessed

life. The testimony of the ancients is decisive on

this point. " His system Dr. Hedge regards as super-

ficial, and his thought crude. Literature,he thinks,
has probably suffered little by the loss of three hun-

dred volumes ascribed to Epicurus. "For him Plato

had lived, and Aristotle was living, in vain." But

his life was a serene and, in some respects, a noble

one; and he was widely and deeply beloved. "On

the whole, it was a pure and beautiful life which

those garden philosophers lived, if not, as judged by

Stoic and Christian standards, a very heroic one."

One feature of the gatherings in the garden of Epi-

curus, mentioned, was the presence and participation

of slaves; "and a beautiful trait in the character of

Epicurus, noticed by Seneca, is the treatment of this

class of fellow-beings, whom he called his friends,

thus proving his superiority to the prejudice of his

age, and illustrating by his ownexample the human-

ity commended in his doctrine." Yet Dr. Hedge

thinks that the word "Epicurean," although it does

not represent the idea and purpose of the Epicurean

school, represents the natural tendency of its philos-

ophy.

Of Schopenhauer our author says: "I select this

German, partly as being the onlymodern atheist who

seems to me really profound, and partly because of

the points of contrast between him and Epicurus,

showing the range of the atheistic mind. The con-

trast is striking. Epicurus was a flat materialist,

Schopenhauer an out and out idealist. Epicurus was

an optimist, Schopenhauer a pessimist. Epicurus

was sunny-tempered, bland, humane : Schopenhauer

wasa cynic and malcontent. Epicurus gathered his

followers abouthim inagarden,and invited the world

to partake of his cheer: Schopenhauer shut himself

up in a German Studierzimmer, and wreaked with

curses on the world his spite at the world's neglect

of his wisdom. Epicurus despised and decried all

learning: Schopenhauer was richly, widely, pro-

foundly learned. Epicurus exhorts us to make the

most of life: Schopenhauer teaches that renunciation

of the will to live is the true wisdom. Epicurus lived

abstemiously, and taught that pleasure is man's chief

end: Schopenhauer lived daintily, and taught that

the end of man is suffering." The exposition of

Schopenhauer's philosophy is lucid; and the criti-

cismof it is marked by discrimination and fairness ,

as is the essay on some portions of Von Hartmann's

philosophical teachings. The author writes from the

stand-point of a Christian theist, but with such ac-

quaintance with the subjects treated, with suchvaried

scholarship and breadth of thought, and in a style so

clear and fine that his work is fairly entitled to care-

ful reading by those whom the author calls atheists.

In addition to the essays mentioned are several

others, every one of which is well worth reading.

The titles only can be given here: "Life and Charac-

ter of Augustus," "Gottfried Wilhelm von Leibnitz,"

"Immanuel Kant," "Irony," "The Philosophy of

Fetichism," "Genius," and "The Lords of Life."

B. F. U.

BLACK AND WHITE : LAND, LABOR, AND POLITICS IN

THE SOUTH. By T. Thomas Fortune, editor of the

New York Globe. New York: Fords, Howard &

Hulbert. 1884. Price $1.00. pp. 310.

We have in this unique volume a powerful presen-

tation by a colored man, and one who was for the

first nine years of his life a Southern slave, of the

present aspect of the case of the black man versus the

whiteman of the United States. It is a volume well

worth reading, written with a fire, force, and elo-

quence rare in these days, and, read in conjunction

with Judge Tourgee's Appeal to Cæsar, issued by the

same publishing firm, will be pretty sure to awaken

earnest thought on one of the most vital problems of

our domestic economy. Mr. Fortune, in his natural

indignation at the many mistakes made or wrongs

perpetrated upon his race by the whites, often makes

his indictments altogether too sweeping against the

latter; but, remembering the indignities and injustice

which the negroes have been in the past obliged to

endure, we can easily understand and overlook their

representative's passionate, one-sided, yet brilliant

rehearsal of their wrongs. He seems to think that

the duty of the American government toward the

colored race stopped far short of justice with the

mere act of manumission; and, contrary to the gen-

eral feeling among his people of rejoicing over and

glorifying of President Lincoln's celebrated emanci-

pation proclamation, he denies that there was any.

thing save statesmanlike policy for the purpose of

saving the Union in that document, and that no high

sense of justice or humanitarian feeling induced the

issuing of that proclamation, which was onlymade
possible by the arrogant and suicidal demands of the

Southern leaders . "Everything," he says, "human-

ity, justice, posterity,-was placed upon the sacrificial

altar of the Union, and the slave-power was repeat-

edly and earnestly invited to lay down its traitorous

arms, be forgiven, and keep its slaves." He declares

that in mere manumission the duty of the govern-

ment toward the blacks is only begun; that the

powerwhich made them freemen should also educate

them, protect them in the exercise of their new lib-

erty, and make some suitable provision for their

future by apportioning to them for cultivation a share

of the land in which the nation is rich. He agrees in

many respects with the theories of Henry George,

and declares that "the parasite which is eating away
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the energies of the people, making paupers and crimi-

nals in the midst of plenty and the grandest of civili-

zations, is the powerful monopolies we have created,

-the "monopoly in land, in railroads, telegraphs ,

fostered manufactures, etc.,-the gigantic forces in

our civilization which are in their very nature agents

of public convenience, comfort, and absolute neces-

sity. Society in the modern sense could not exist

without these forces: they are part and parcel of our

civilization. Naturally, therefore, society should con-

trol them or submit to the humiliation of being ruled

by them. And this latter is largely the case at the

present time. " He agrees with Mr. Tourgee in the

fear of a racial conflict, unless something determina-

tive be done to change the present condition of af-

fairs at theSouth, and thinks with him that education

ofboth whites and blacks is one of the first essentials

toward a better understanding between the races and

abetter spirit.
S. A. U.

THE AMERICAN LESSON OF THE FREE TRADE STRUGGLE

IN ENGLAND. By Gen. M. M. Trumbull. Chicago :

Schumm & Simpson, Radical Review office. 1884.

pp. 300. Price, paper, 50 cts.; cloth, 75 cts .

The first edition of this work, now revised and

enlarged, was published in 1882. In a letter to the

author, John Bright spoke of it as a "useful and

very interesting History of the Free Trade Struggle in

England." With the additions which have been

made to the volume, its value is greatly increased,

especially for those who desire to understand the

morale of the contest between free trade and protec-

tion, which is as applicable to this country as it ever

was to England. Mr. Trumbull says that all the

arguments used now by those who advocate the

American protective system are borrowed from

speeches delivered in the British Parliament in 1844

in support of the English protective system, which

was wisely abandoned in the interests of progress

and prosperity, after England had persevered in it at a

wasteful expense for centuries, and when, having

gone through an education in economics, she dis-

covered its folly, and adopted the principles of com-

mercial freedom .

Mr. Trumbull maintains that the laws of moral

science are as inflexible as the laws of mathematics,

and that no enactments of legislation, no differences

of climate, can make right or beneficial selfish re-

strictions on trade between nations. "It is easy," he

says, " to persuade most people that to ' protect' their

own artisans from the competition of ' foreign pauper

labor' is an act of patriotism. This admitted, it is

easily narrowed down to our State, our own country,

our own city, our own village, or even our own

street. In the last century, the farmers of Middlesex,

the county in which London is situated, petitioned

Parliament against improving the abominable roads

of England. They frankly claimed that, so long as

the roads were bad, they had a monopoly of the

London markets for the sale of their vegetables , fruit,

and grain; that, if the roads were improved, the

farmers of other counties would be able to bring their

produce to the London markets, which would be

disastrous to the 'industry' of Middlesex. This looks

very foolish on the face of it, and yet it is the doc-

trine ofAmerican Protectionists to-day."

Very interesting are some of the so-called"protec-

tion" laws of England, enacted in different centuries

in the professed interests of the people; but we have

no space to quote any of them here. By the free

trade struggle in England is meant the campaign

which extended from 1838 to 1846, or from the forma-

tion of the Anti-corn Law League to the final over-

throw of the protective system. The account of this is

very instructive. The author is thoroughly acquainted

with the period, deeply interested in his subject, and

writes in a clear, forcible, and popular style. How-

ever widely the reader may dissent from some of his

conclusions, he cannot doubt his ability, his earnest-

ness, or his aim to treat the subject with fairness.

Thiswork is evidently by the same author who wrote

Signing the Document, and Other Essays, under the

name of"Wheelbarrow," which we noticed in these

columns a few months ago . B. F. U.

THE JEWISH LAW OF MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE IN AN-

CIENT AND MODERN TIMES, and its Relation to the

Law of the State. By Rev. Dr. M. Mielziner, Pro-

fessor of the Talmud and of the Rabbinical Discipline

at the Hebrew Union College. Cincinnati: The

Bloch Publishing and Printing Co. 1884. pp. 149.

This treatise by a very competent author gives

the fullest information regarding the elaborate law

of marriage developed on the basis of the Mosaic

code, and which, with modifications, is still acknowl-

edged by religious Israelites as the rule of their

practical conduct in matrimonial affairs. "The Mar-

riage Relation according to the Ethical Doctrines of

the Bible and the Talmud," "The Sources of the

Jewish Marriage Law," "Modern Modifications ,"

"Legal View of Marriage," "Monogamy and Polyg-

amy," "Prohibited Marriages," " Qualifications to

contract Marriage," "The Form of Marriage in An-

cient Times," "The Form of Marriage in our Time,"

"Marital Duties and Rights," "Divorce," "The Hus-

band's Causes," "The Wife's Causes," and "The

Jewish Law of Divorce in Modern Times" are among

the subjects treated. Considerable attention is given

to the questions which have arisen in modern times

regarding the Jewish law of marriage and divorce,

and to the resolutions passed during the last forty

years by various Rabbinical conferences and synods

for the purpose of bringing some of the provisions of

this law into harmony with the changedcircumstances

of our time. The work is not only of value to jurists

and clergymen of all denominations, but it will make

a desirable addition to the library of every educated

man.
B. F. U.

SONGS OF THE SILENT WORLD, AND OTHER POEMS. By

Elizabeth Stuart Phelps. Boston: Houghton, Mif-

flin& Co. Price $1.25 .

The mysteries of "the valley and the shadow of

death" seem to have taken strong hold of the mind

of Miss Phelps in her later works. In her prose

stories , The Gates Ajar and Beyond the Gates, this

tendency to dwell on the problems of a future life is

the prominent feature and the main attraction of

those books. And, in this small volume of recent

poems,many of them exquisite in their rhythm and

beauty of word-painting, this shadow of death hovers

continually over them all, making the reader arise

from their perusal with wet eyes or a heart saddened

by the plaintive strain running through them, and

with a surmise that the beyond holds all that is

dearest and nearest to the heart of the writer. Death,

Immortality, Love, the Sea, these form the some-

what monotonous though lofty refrains to poems of

considerable strength, warmth, and grace. A strain

of deep religious fervor, devoid of anything like cant

or sectarianism, permeates these poetical outpourings

of a genuine and loving woman's heart. An excel-

lent portrait of Miss Phelps adorns the first page

of this volume, giving it an added value to her many

admiring readers.
S. A. U.

FLAXIE FRIZZLE STORIES . FLAXIE GROWING UP . By

Sophie May, author of Little Prudy Stories and

Dotty Dimple Stories . Illustrated. Boston: Lee &

Shepard. Price 75 cents.

Sophie May's delightful series of story books for

theyoung are too well known to need commendation

from us. The Dotty Dimples, Little Prudys, and

Flaxie Frizzles, of the United States, know their good

friend and faithful portrayer too well to make it very

necessary to call their attention particularly to this

new phase of Flazie Growing Up; but, although this

Flaxie is an exceptionally fortunate girl in her

friends, fortune, and surroundings, yet her feelings,

adventures, haps, and mishaps, are so like those

which occur to many girls of her age that these

will find much pleasure, and, if they choose, profit

in learning to "see themselves as others see them,"

through Flaxie's experience and taking to themselves

at less cost the lessons taught her by that experience.

This book with its handsome binding, clear type,

and illustrations, will make a welcome holiday gift

to other Flaxies growing up. S. A. U.

In the Art Amateur for November, Montezuma's

Note Book is pretty severe upon the decorations of a

Broadway hotel, which we presume to be the Hoff-

mann House, upon the Opera House decorations, and

indeed upon most things he mentions except the Art

Year Book for 1884 of the Exposition of the New

England Institute, whose exterior he praises highly.

Gretahas a rather flippant article on "Boston Archi-

tecture." The two biographical articles on Alphonse

Legros and Joseph de Nittis are very interesting.

They were representative men, showing the kind of

work done and its results in our own day. Legros

especially wasa manof strong individuality, who put

ideas into his work. A uuion of humane humor

with devotional piety seems to have characterized

him. We would rather have one such history com-

pleted in the number than have it carried through

two and a second one begun. This cutting up of a

subject is very distracting, and is inexcusable except

where an article is really too long for the space which

can be allowed to a given purpose. There is much

practical good sense in the articles on "Wood En-

graving," "Working Art Clubs," and "Materials for

Oil Painting," which wisely recommend the use of

good tools. In Decorative Art, we have the "Fitting

up of the Bedroom," "Artistic Book-binding," and

the usual variety of suggestions and illustrations for

fancy work . Boucher's allegorical designs of Paint-

ing and Music are very prettily engraved in imitation

of red chalk. E. D. C.

THE Catholic World for November has the following

list of contents : "Scriptural Questions," by Rev.

A. F. Hewett; " Frenchwomen portrayed by a

Frenchwoman," Kathleen O'Moore; "Two Transla-

tions of the Dies Ira,"-I., George M. Davie; II. ,

John Mason Brown; "Solitary Island," Part Sec-

ond, Rev. John Talbot Smith; "Fray Junipero

Serra," Bryan J. Clinche; "Down the River to Texas

during the Flood," Thomas F. Galway; "A Critic of

the Great Republic," Rev. Walter Elliott; "Kathe-

rine," Chapters XV., XVI., E.G. Martin; "The Lique-

faction of the Blood of Saint Januarius," Louis B.

Binsse; "ATrue Reformer, Nicholas Krebs," by Rev.

Henry A. Brann, D.D.

SCIENTIFIC LECTURES.

PETER ANNET, of England, who lectured very ac-

ceptably before the Parker Memorial Science Class on two

Sundays recently, will lecture for societies on Astronomy,

Geology, Zoology, and philosophical subjects, within an

easy radius of Boston, upon application. For terms, etc.,

address PETER ANNET,

P.O. Box 2468, Boston, Mass.

LECTURES

ON LEADING REPRESENTATIVE MEN OF OUR TIME,

EMERSON,

HUXLEY,

INCLUDING

CARLYLE,

TYNDALL.

Also,upon the early Growth and the History of Culture;

Evolution of the Arts ; Origin of Mythology; The Survivals

in our Present Civilization ; The Aspects and Promis e of

the Time, etc., will be given where desired this season by

the undersigned.

CHARLES D. B. MILLS,

SYRACUSE, Ν.Υ.

Address

October 20.

The American Lesson

OF THE

Free Trade Struggle in England.

By M. M. TRUMBULL,

300 pages. Price, paper, 50 cents ; common cloth, 75 cents;

fine cloth, 75 cents .

PRESS NOTICES:

"There is no other teaching of Free Trade by example at

all to be compared with it.... It is as interesting as a ro-

mance."-Chicago Times.

"The author does not deal with statistics, but relates the

story of the contest in such a pleasing manner that it
reads like an enchanted tale."-Omaha Herald.

Address all orders to

THE RADICAL REVIEW,

412 NORTH AVENUE,

CHICAGO, ILL.

Theodore Parker's Works.

The Collected Works of Theodore Parker, containing his

Theological, Polemical, and Critical Writings , Sermons ,

Speeches, and Addresses, and Literary Miscellanies .

Edited by FRANCES POWER COBBE. The only complete

edition published. 14 vols. 12mo. Cloth, uncut. Lon-

don, 1867. Reducedfrom $35.00 to $25.00.

CONTENTS: Vol. 1, A Discourse of Religion. Vol. 2,

Ten Sermons, and Prayers. Vol. 3, Discourse of Theology:

Vol. 4, Discourses of Politics. Vols. 5 and6, Discourses of

Slavery. Vol. 7, Discourses of Social Science. Vol. 8, Mis-

cellaneousDiscourses. Vols, 9and 10, Critical andMiscel-

laneous Writings. Vol. 11, Theism, Atheism, and Popular

Theology. Vol. 12, Autobiographical and Miscellaneous
Pieces. Vol. 13, Historic Americans. Vol. 14, Lessons

from the World of Matter and the World of Man.

Forsale at The Index office, and sent by mail or express

to any address.
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POPULAR BOOKS

Sent by Mail Postpaid at

PUBLISHERS' PRICES .

ANY BOOK in the subjoined List, or any

other OBTAINABLE BOOK, that may be de-

1.00

DEFOE (DANIEL). Robinson Crusoe .... 1.00 HUXLEY (T. H.). Man's PlaceinNature, 1.25

DICKENS (CHARLES). CompleteWorks.

14 vols....

DRAPER (DR. J. W.). History of the Con-

rope. 2 vols ..

Scientific Memoirs

10.50

OntheOrigin of Species......

LaySermons. Addresses, and Reviews... 1.75
More Criticism on Darwin andAdminis-

flictbetweenReligion and Science..... 1.75

The Intellectual Development of Eu-

trativeNihilism......

Critiques andAddresses

American Addresses

3.00

3.00

Science andCulture.

1.50

INGERSOLL'S (R. G.) Lectures Complete

inonevolume, 1.306 pages..

JAMES (HENRY, JR.). The Portrait of a

Lady

EMERSON (R. W.). Essays. First Series, 1.50

Essays. Second Series..

Miscellantes .....

RepresentativeMen.

English Traits

Conductof Life....

Poems

MayDay, and Other Pieces .

Society and Solitude......

Letters and SocialAims .

sired,willbe forwardedaspromptlyas possible, ENNIS (JACOB). The OriginoftheStars,
onreceipt of orders accompaniedwiththe cash.

SPECIAL RATESwill be madewithpersons
or libraries desiring any large number of books.

Orders are respectfully solicitedfrom all friends

ofTHE INDEX.

ADAMS (R. C.). Evolution. ASummary

of Evidence

and the Causes of their Motions and

theirLight

1.50

1.50

1.50 JESUS: HIS OPINIONS AND CHARAC-

TER. The New Testament Studies of

aLayman....

1.50

1.50

1.50 JEVONS (W. S.). MoneyandtheMechan-
1.50

1.50

2.00

FISKE (JOHN). MythsandMythmakers, 2.00
Outlines of CosmicPhilosophy.......

The Unseen World, and Other Essays ...

FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHIP IN RE-

LIGION. AVolume of Ten Essays,by

D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow,

Samuel Johnson, John Weiss, O. В.

Frothingham, W. J. Potter, F. E.

Abbot, J. W. Chadwick. T. W. Higgin-

son, and Mrs. E. D. Cheney, and ad-

dresses by Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

RobertDaleOwen,andothers......

1.25 FROTHINGHAM (O. B.). History of
Transcendentalism in New England.

WithPortrait of the Author.......

ARNOLD (EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama,

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

ARNOLD (MATTHEW) . Essays in Criti-

cism..

1.00

The Religion of Humanity

The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of

6.00

2.00

1.50

ism ofExchange...

JOHNSON (OLIVER). Wm. Lloyd Garri-

son andhis Times. With Portrait and

Introductionby J. G. Whittier

JOHNSON (SAMUEL). Oriental Relig-

ions, and their Relation to Universal

Religion:

India

China

LANGE (F. A.). History of Materialism.

3vols...

LECKY (W. E. H.). History of the Rise

and Influence of the Spirit of Ration-

alism inEurope. 2vols..

HistoryofEuropeanMorals fromAugus-

tus toCharlemagne. 2vols.......

The Study of Psychology, its Object,

Scope,andMethod......

.50

1.50

1.25

1.50

5.00

2.00

1.50

1.75

PRATT (WM.. M.D. ). A Physician's Ser-

mon to Young Men..

PROCTOR (R. A. ) . Other Worlds than

Ours: ThePlurality of Worlds studied

under the Light of Recent Scientific

Researches. Illus ...

Light Science for Leisure Hours. ASe-

ries of Familiar Essays on Scientific

Subjects

The Moon: Her Motions, Aspect, Scen-

.25

2.50

1.75

ery,andPhysical Conditions. Illus.. 350

The Expanse of Heaven. A Series of

Essays onthe Wonders ofthe Firma-

ment

OurPlace among infinities. ASeries of

Essays contrasting our Little Abode

inSpaceandTimewith the Infinities

around us . To which are added

Essays on the Jewish Sabbath and

Astrology.

2.00 QUATREFAGES (A. de). The Natural

2.00

175

100

200

HistoryofMan...

TheHuman Species

5.00

5.00

RAPHALL (MORRIS J.). History of the

Jews from 420 B. C. E. to the year 70

C.E. 2 vols... 4.00

RIBOT (T. H. ). Heredity: APsychologi-

cal Study on itsPhenomena, ſts Laws,

its Causes, and its Consequences ....

EnglishPsychology...

2.00

1.50

150

4.00

10.50

Diseases of Memory.

ROGERS(J. E. T.) Six CenturiesofWork

and Wages. The History of English3.00
Labor

25 LONGFELLOW'S PoeticalWorks. 2vols. 7.00

1.00 LUBBOCK (SIR JOHN). Origin ofCivili-
zation, and the Primitive Conditionof

Man....

Pre-historic Times, as illustrated by An-

cient Remains, and the Manners and

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus .. 5.00

5.00

3.00

ROMANES (G. J.). Animal Intelligence.. 1.75
The Scientific Evidences of OrganicEvo-

lution

SAVAGE(M. J.). Belief inGod.

Morals of Evolution

Beliefs about Man

Talks about Jesus

Beliefs about the Bible....

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her
Riddles

Bluffton. A Story of To-day

SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory

.50

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

ofDescent and Darwinism. Illus...... 1.50

SCHROEDER(DR. KARL). A Manualof

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated from the German. Illus... 3.50

ed by

Transla

Davie; IL,
$0.25

Part Sec

Travels in Faith from Tradition to

Reason...

Junipers

to Tera
Natural History. Illus...

ADLER(FELIX). Creed and Deed

AGASSIZ (LOUIS). Methods of Study in

1.00

1.50

2.50

1.50

LEWES (G. H.). Biographical History of

Philosophy. 2 vols......

Physiology of CommonLife. 2 vols.....

The Story of Goethe's Life

Problems of Life and Mind.

4.00

3.00
1.50

First Se-

Critief

"Ka AJourneyin Brazil. Illus.....

Geological Sketches. First Series.....

Geological Sketches. Second Series.....

1.50 ries. 2 vols..... 6.00

1.50
Primitive Christianity 1.75

5.00 Child's Book of Religion.
The Physical Basis of Mind. Second

For Sunday- Series.... 300

schools and Homes 1.00

TheLips
ALGER(W. R.). A Critical History ofthe

Doctrine of a Future Life........
3.50

Stories fromthe Lips of the Teacher....

Stories of the Patriarchs

1.00 200

1.00

LousR ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN- Beliefs of the Unbelievers .

byBer
MENTS...

1.50 Spirit of the New Faith...

The Safest Creed.

Knowledge and Faith 1.00

Life of Gerrit Smith 2.00

Creedand Conduct 1.00

TheRising andthe Setting Faith
1.00

Visions of the Future 1.00

ES.
Lifeof Theodore Parker . 2.00

2.00 GeorgeRipley. 1.25

GodandtheBible
1.50

Literature andDogma
1.50 FULLER (MARGARET). Women in the

.50

Nineteenth Century.... 1.50 .50

BAIN (ALEXANDER) Mental Science:

ACompendium ofPsychology andHis-

tory ofPhilosophy

Life without and Life within. 150
.50

AtHomeandAbroad. 1.50 1.00 .50

1.50

The Emotions and the Will..
500

Moral Science : ACompendium ofEthics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS). HereditaryGenius
EnglishMenof Science..

2.00
1.00 Geology.. .50

1.00
Inquiries into Human Faculty and its

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

Physiology .50

15.00
Astronomy. .50

Relations
1.50

300
Botany .50

Logic.. .50

The Sensesandthe Intellect 5.00 Inventional Geometry .50

BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of
Piano-forte Playing .50

Life. 2 vols.... 5.00
Political Economy... .50

The Beginnings of Life; or, The Modes

ofOriginofLowerOrganisms. 2vols.

NaturalResources ofthe United States. .50

5.00

Evolutionand the Origin of Life
2.00

BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous-

RI
1.50

ness ...

Eatingand Drinking
Stimulants andNarcotics.

OurHome Physician: A Popular Guide

to theArt of Preserving Health and

TreatingDisease..

.75

6.00

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus .. 8.00

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK (W. H.). Is LifeWorth Living? 1.25

Social Equality......

PropertyandProgress

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs.

Huxley. Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley...

Chemistry

Physics ..

Physical Geography.

BISHOP H.). The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. ANovelofNewYork.. 1.50

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN) . Poeti-

calWorks . Illustrated

Development....

GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

erty

GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the

Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6vols ..

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-

lessness ...

The Secret of GoodMemory

The Secret of aClear Head...

CommonMind Troubles .

Howtomake the Best of Life..

GRAY (ASA) . Darwiniana : Essays and

Reviews pertaining to Darwinism

1.00

12.00

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Bodyand Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

ence toMental Disorders

Physiology of Mind....

BodyandWill: Being an Essay concern-

ingWill in its Metaphysical,Physio-

logical, and PathologicalAspects ....

50 MEAD(EDWIN D.). Philosophy ofCar-

lyle...

.50

.50

.50 MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON). The

.50 Organs of Speech and their Apulica-

tion in the Formation of Articmate

Sounds....
2.00

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2vols. 4.00 MILL (JOHN STUART). The Positive

HAECKEL (ERNST). The History of

Creation; or, The Developmentofthe
Earthand its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes. Illus . 2 vols. 5.00

The Evolution of Man. 2 vols.....

Freedomin Science and Teaching

HALLOWELL (R. P. ) . The Quaker Inva-

sion of Massachusetts..

5.00

... 1.00

1.25

2.00HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy.....

2:00 HAMMOND (DR. W. A.). A Treatise on
Diseases of the Nervous System ....

HARDY (ARTHUR S.). ButyetaWoman 1.25

7.50 HARRIS(J. C.). UncleRemus: His Songs

and Sayings. The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus...

2.50

600.
BUCKLE'S (H. T.) History of Civilization

inEngland..
4.00

A

Essays, withaBiography of the author..

BUECHNER'S Force andMatter

1.00

3.25

BURNS (ROBERT). Complete Works....

CARLETON (WILL). Farm Festivals.

1.00

=
Ilus.......

FarmLegends. Illus.....

Farm Ballads. Illus ...
2.00

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits and Maps. 6 vols..

French Revolution. 2 vols.
2.50

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols .....
2.50

Critical andMiscellaneous Essays . With

Portrait. 2 vols....
3.50

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With
Portraits. 2vols...

4.00

CHADWICK (J. W.). TheBible of To-day, 1.50

The Faith of Reason
1.00

The ManJesus .
1.00

CHANEY(G. L.). F. Grant& Co.; or, Part-

nerships. A Story for the Boys who
meanBusiness .. 1.25

Tom. AHome Story.
1.25

CHILD (LYDIA MARIA). Aspirations of

the World : AChain of Opals

Looking toward Sunset...... 2.50
1.25

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

Appendixby Wendell Phillips. With

Portrait... 1.50

CLARK (EDW. H., M.D.) . Sex in Educa-

tion.. 1.25

TheBuilding of aBrain 1.25

CLODD(E.) . The Childhoods ofReligions.

Asimple account of the Birth and

Growth ofMyths and Legends... 1.25

COBBE(FRANCES POWER). TheDuties

ofWomen........ Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M.D.). The SacredAnthology, 200

TheEarthward Pilgrimage...
Idols and Ideals .

1.75

1.50

Demonology and Devil Lore. 2 vols..... 7.00

Emerson atHome andAbroad.. 1.50

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture, and

OtherEssays......

The New Chemistry..

5.00

1.50

HARTMANN (EDUARD VON). Philos-

ophy of the Unconscious . Speculative

Results according to the Inductive

Method of Physical Science. 3vols ... 9.00

HAWLEY (F. B.). Capital and Popula-

tion:AStudy of the Economic Effects

of their Relations to each other........ 150

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

Scarlet Letter....

The House of the Seven Gables ..

HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-

ative First Cause

Freedomof the Will

HELMHOLTZ (H.) . Popular Lectures on
Scientific Subjects . WithanIntroduc

tion by Prof. Tyndall.

Second Series

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus...

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment....

Young Folks' History of the United

States

MargaretFuller Ossoli .

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

ingPlace

TheMystery ofPain

Physiologyfor Practical Use ....

HOLLAND (F. M.). Reign of the Stoics..
Stories from Robert Browning

Sordello : A Story from Robert Brown-

ing. Paper, 35 cts.; cloth,

1.00 HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The

2.00

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Complete in 16vols... 20.00

DANA (R. H.) . Two Years before the Mast, 1.50

DARWIN(CHARLES). Origin ofSpecies , 2.00
Descent of Man.......

Journal of Researches...

3.00

1.25

1.25

.75

2.00

2.00

1.50

2.00

SCOTT'S Complete Poetical Works. Illus. 8.00

2.50 SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols..... 15.00

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems . With

Memoir andPortrait. 2 vols ....
1.00

1.75

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women..

SMITH'S Ancient History, from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fall of theWestern

Empire. Illus. 3 vols.....

3.50

3.00

6.00

Philosophyof Auguste Comte..... 1.50 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00
PoliticalEconomy 2.50

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

Liberty, both inone vol .

Representative Government...

ThreeEssays on Religion.....

MILLS (C. D. B ) . Gems of the Orient.... 1.50

Buddhaand Buddhism..

MUELLER (F. MAX). Lectures on the

Science of Language

Chips fromaGermanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, andCustoms. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, and An-

tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology. Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol. , $2.00;

theset...

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation ofthe Dhammapada, or

Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustrated by the Relig-
ions of India

OORT(DR. H.) and HOOKYAAS (DR. I.) .

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study oftheBible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;
Moses; Judges....

Vol. II. Kings andProphets
Vol. III. New Testament....

1.50 OSWALD (FELIX L. , M.D.). Physical

Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature....4.00

1.50

Principles of Biology. 2 vols.....

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols .

4.00

4.00

2.50

1.50
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Principles of Sociology. 2 vols...... 4.00

Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00

Universal Progress .. 200

Essavs,Moral, Political, Esthetic... 2.00

1.25 Social Statics.. 2.00

Data ofEthics 1.25

2.00 Study of Sociology 1.50

Education 1.25

STALLO ( J. B.). The Concepts and Theo-

ries of ModernPhysics. 1.75

10.00

STEWART (S. J.). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

TheBible: Whatitis and how itGrew.. .25

STICKNEY (ALBERT). ATrue Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of"Stod-

dard Lectures ," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels. with one hundred beautiful

illustrations 5.00

2.00 STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-2.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

townFolks. ANewEngland Novel... 1.50

land Story

STRAUSS (D. F.). The Old Faith andthe

New....

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

oweto each other .

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-

five Years ...

1.00 TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

ofthe ChristianReligion and the Sig-

nificance of its Rise andDecline..... 1.00

1.50 PAINE (THOMAS). Age of Reason.......
1.25

1.75

1.00

2.25

1.25

.50

1.50

2.00

Autocrat of the Breakfast Table....... 2.00

The Professor at the Breakfast Table....
The Poet at the Breakfast Table..

Poems..

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Elsie Venner

HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-
moir andPortrait. 2 vols ....

2.00

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.). The Lady of the

2.00

2.00

Complete Works...

PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind

.50

7.00

1.50

1.00Prayers by Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of
Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools and Families. .75

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

theReligion and Philosophy ofEman-

uel Swedenborg

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.

Lifeof Jefferson, With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

Motion

Fragments of Science..

Light andElectricity.

Lessons in Electricity.

Hours of Exercise intheAlps.

BelfastAddress..

UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

ures

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines ofFree

Thought

VOGEL (A.). APractical Treatise on the

Diseasesof Children. Illus .

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50

1.00

1.75

4.50

VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

1.25

WALKER (PROF. F. A.). Wages

Money...

3.50

4.00

WithPortraits . 2 vols ...
4.00

Money. Trade, and Industry ...

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6

1.50

2.00
vols. Illus .

10.001.25

2.00
traits. 3 vols . 6.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

3.50

FamousAmericans of Recent Times ....

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

2.00 tory Liquor Laws 1.25

The Social Lawof Labor..
1.50

tions. 2 vols... 6.00 WEISS (JOHN). LifeandCorrespondence
Emotional Expression....

PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART). The
of Theodore Parker

4.00

1.50 GatesAjar ....... 1.50
American Religion

1.50
tion. 2 vols ......

Insectivorous Plants BeyondtheGates. 1.50
The ImmortalLife

150

Doctor Zay 1.25 2.00Climbing Plants

Orchids fertilized by Insects 1.75 3.00

Fertilization in theVegetableKingdom. 2.00
Forms ofFlowers .. 1.50

Power ofMovement inPlants. 2.00

TravelsandResearches

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-

.75

1.50

PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newlyengravedLikenessesofSumner.

2vols...

WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

Growth of Language .. 1.50

VegetableMould, etc ..... 1.50
traits...

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works,with Portrait 2.00

6.00 WILSON (HENRY). Rise and Fall of the

Completeset,13 vols .... 25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays
1.50 POPE'SEssay onMan .50 Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols ....... 9.00

Animals and Plants under Domestica-

5.00

2.00

Aroostook

The Undiscovered Country..

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a
Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols.....

1.50

Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare
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"

Sawing Made Easy. THE RISING SUN
MONARCH LIGHTNING SAWING MACHINE

SENT ON

30 DAYS'

TEST TRIAL.

For logging camps, wood-yards, farmers getting out
stovewood,andall sorts oflog-cutting-it is unrivaled,

Thousands sold yearly . Aboy of16 can saw logs fast and

easy. Immense saving of labor andmoney. Writo

forelegantly illustrated catalogue in6 brilliantcolors,

alsobrilliantly illuminated poster in 5 colors. All free,

Agents Wanted. Big money made quickly.

MONARCHMF'GCO., (A) 806 StateSt. , Chicago, Ill.

ALL ODDS

HEBEST EQUIPPED
: RAILROAD IN THE WORLD.

Let it be forever remembered that the

" IS A PAPER FOR

Thinkers and

Utilitarians . Nothing like it. Specimen free.

RISING SUN, Box183, Kalamazoo, Mich.

WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS
The 32d School Year of this Family and

Day School for Boys and Girls will begin

Sept. 17. 1884. For catalogue address

NATH'L T. ALLEN, West Newton, Mass.

2,000

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies onl

The fo Cornell UnivLib

called"1

ach.

A
the so-

3187931 thenewWorld."

The Las --pper, LEONARDO DA VINCI ;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;

Descent from the Cross , VOLTERRA; AS-

sumption of the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans-

figuration , RAPHAEL ; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL; Holy Night, CORREGGIO; Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO ; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS; The Immac

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.10; or

any one or more at 20 cts. each (with Cata-

Chicago & North-Western loguewhendesired). Address

RAILWAY

is the best and shortest route to and from

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

that it is preferred by all well-posted trav-

ellers when passing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

It also operates the best route and the short

line between

Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapolis.

Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison,

Fort Howard (Green Bay), Wis. , Winona,

Owatonna, Mankato, Minn. , Cedar Rapids,

Des Moines, Webster City, Algona, Clinton,

Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin, Rock-

ford, Ill . , are among its eight hundred local

stations on its lines.

Among a few of the numerous points of

superiority enjoyed by the patrons of this

road are its Day Coaches, which are the

finest that human art and ingenuity can

create; its Palatial Sleeping Cars,

which are models of comfort and elegance;

its Palace Drawing Room Cars ,

which are unsurpassed by any; and its

widely celebrated

NORTH-WESTERN DINING CARS,

the like of which are not run by any other

road anywhere. In short, it is asserted that

it is the best equipped road in the

world.

All points of interest North, North-west,

and West of Chicago, business centres,

summer resorts, and noted hunting and

fishing grounds, are ccessible by the vari-

ous branches of this road.

It owns and controls over five thousand

miles of road, and has over four hundred

passenger conductors constantly caring for

its millions of patrons .

Askyour ticket agent for tickets via this
route, and take none other. All leading

ticket agents sell them. It costs no more to

travel on this route that gives first-class ac-

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee, Wis.

THIRTY-FIVE COLD WATCHES, FREE.
THE SOLARGRAPH, Weoffer$500 CASH andtheabovenumberofWatches Free

FREE.
to the first 223 persons answering the following Bible question: Where

istheword " Husbandman" first mentioned inthe Bible Men.

tion the Book, Chapter and Verse. The first person answering this
questioncorrectly, on orbefore 90daysfromdate, willreceive $75 cash. If

we receive more than one correct answer, the second will receive $70; the

third, $60; the fourth, $55; the fifth, $50; the sixth, $25; the seventh, $20;
sighth, $15; ninth, $10 ; tenth, $8, eleventh, $6; twelfth, $4; thirteenth,32

thirty- five COLD WATCHES to thenext thirty-five correst answers,
andonedollareach to the next onehundredand seventy- five people answer-

ingit correctly. Every personwho answers the question correctly
and does notwin one of the above prizes, will receive free, one elegant

SolargraphTime-keeperby returnmail orexpress. Each competitormust, in
every case, send $1 for sixmonths' subscription to the ILLINOIS AC-
RICULTURIST with their answer, and agree to show the paper and

Time-keeper to their friends. We are determined to increase the subscrip-
tion list ofourpaperto 100,000, henceour remarkable offers. TheSolargraph
is a perfect time keeper, nickel-plated Hunting Case, with plated

chain. We warrant it for five years to denote time as correctly as a $100
ChronometerWatchandwillgive the exact timein any part of the world. It

consistsof acompass, adial and indicator. For men, boys, girls , mechanics,

school teachers, farmers and travelers i tis indispensable. They are as good
asahigh-pricedwatch and in many cases more reliable. Boys, think of it!

AHuntingCase Time-keeper and Chain free to all subscribers of the ILLINOIS AGRICULTURIST,

This time-keeperisbeing fast introduced into all public schools throughout the U.S. ,andisdestinedtobecome

themost useful Time-Keeper ever invented. It is made on scientific principles andwarranted tobe accurate

andreliable. We are GeneralAgents for the UnitedStates, and the above offer is made solely to into

duceourpaper. This offer is good only for a limited time and may never appear again. Get up a club

of five subscribers to our paper, and send us$5 andwe will sendyou one Solargrap) Time-keeper, extra. The

moneyandprizes will be sent immediately to the successful ones by express or mar, prepaid; and the names

ofthewinners will be published in thepaper. The regular subscription price of the Illinois Agriculturist is

82 peryear, six months, $1 ; so you pay nothing additional for the privilege of competing foroneof the

above prizes. Remitby postal noteor enclose $1 in a plain envelope. Don't wait, but send your answer at

once. Postage stamps accepted. Mention this paper. Addres .

ILLINOIS AGRICULTURIST, 164 LaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois.

Jackson is. J. HART & CO., INVESTORS
Robert G. Ingersoll's Writings.

Only authorized editions .

Vol. I.-THE GODS, and Other

Lectures. Contents: "The Gods,"

"Humboldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individ-

nality," "Heretics and Heresies." 12mo,

253 pages. Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol . II .-THE GHOSTs, and Other

Lectures. Contents: "The Ghosts,"

"The Liberty of Man, Woman, and

Child," "The Declaration of Independ-

ence," "About Farming in Illinois ,"

"The Grant Banquet Toast," "The Past

rises before me like a Dream, " " Tribute

to Rev. Alexander Clark," "Tribute to

Ebon C. Ingersoll." 12mo, 243 pages .

Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. III.—SOME MISTAKES OF

MOSES. 12mo, 278 pages. Cloth, $1.25;

paper, 50 cents.

Vol. IV. INGERSOLL ON TAL-

MAGIAN THEOLOGY. (New.)

443 pages . Cloth, gilt top, $2.00; plain

cloth, $1.25; paper 50 cents.

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE

SAVED ? 89 pages, 12mo. Paper, 25
cents.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, A

series of articles on the Christian Relig-

ion, by Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, Judge

JEREMIAH S. BLACK, and Prof. GEORGE

P. FISHER. The only complete and au-

thorized edition. One volume, 8vo, 143
pages. Cloth, $1.00 ; paper, 50 cents.

VINDICATION OF THOMAS

PAINE, from the attacks of the

New York Observer. By ROBERT G.

INGERSOLL, Paper, 25 cents.

Just Published :

Ingersoll's Lectures Complete.
In one superb volume, 1306 pages, octavo,

paid, $5.00.

commodations than it does to go by the half calf, gilt, mottled edges. Price, post-
poorly equipped roads.

For maps, descriptive circulars, and sum-

mer resort papers, or other information not

obtainable at your local ticket office, write
tothe

GEN'L PASS . AGENT, C. & N.-W. RY

CHICAGO, ILL.

Travels in Faith from

Tradition to Reason.

By ROBERT C. ADAMS .

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL
RIGHTS MASS MEETING, held

at Lincoln Hall, Washington, D.C. Octo-

ber 22, 1883. Containing the speeches of

Hon. FREDERICK DOUGLASS and Col.

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Large size, oc-

tavo. Paper, price 15 cents.

PROSE - POEMS AND

SELEC-
TIONS from the writings and sayings

ofCol. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Embel-
lished with a steel-engraved portrait of

the author. Beautifully printed on ele-
gant white paper, in every way a
splendid book for the centre table. Price

$2.50.

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa .

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points inEurope. Agency

for the American Line of Steamers .

Modern Thinkers,

Principally upon Social Science.

By Prof. VAN BUREN DENSLOW, LL.D.

With Introduction by ROBERT G. INGER-

SOLL. Including critical analyses of

Swedenborg as a Seer, of Adam Smith

as anEconomist, of Jeremy Bentham as

a Law Reformer, of Thomas Paine and
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ABILL giving womenwho pay taxes the right

tovote in municipal and town elections has just

been defeated in the Vermont legislature by 113

to69.

It looks nowas though the Franchise Bill would

pass the House of Lords, but on terms giving Lord

Salisbury and his party the privilege of refashion-

ing the electoral system,-a compromise which the

Radicals do not contemplate with satisfaction.

Such a result, sure to reinvigorate the functions

of the House of Lords, although it will doubtless

be a victory for the cabinet, will fall short of what

the Liberal party expected.

THE liberal organization formed under the name

of the Unitarian Society, chiefly by the efforts of

Mr. Rowland Connor, at East Saginaw, Mich.,

about four years ago, has now a church which rep-

resents an outlay of $20,000. It was dedicated

last Sunday. Judging from the descriptions of

the building in the East Saginaw papers, it is a

handsome and unique structure. May Mr. Connor

long remain with the society ! His radical lectures

given often to large audiences and printed in the

daily papers, and widely circulated in Northern

Michigan, have had a most liberalizing influence

in that part of the State.

In a letter to the Cincinnati Commercial Gazette,

Moncure D. Conway says: "Democracy of the

European type has confirmed my belief that suf-
frage ought to be restricted to those who are

intelligent enough to know something of the

power they are wielding in the ballot. With that

proviso, self-government ought to be extended

through everypart of a nation. My main reason

for sympathizing with the American democracy is

that I have hope of its establishing free trade.
Free trade is not an English notion of mine. It

was always my belief; and it was confirmed inme

bythewisest man Iever knew,-Emerson. Since

Ihave been in England, I have perceived here a

growingdesire that America should retain its pro-

tective system. So long as it does so, England

will preserve almost a monopoly of trade in the

East and of the carriage of commerce by sea. I

am not likely to become a partisan, having lost

none of my radicalism. I would abolish the

Presidential office, if I could, and have only one

House of Congress. These notions may appear

wild to your readers."

JEAN PAUL said that nothing would be more

to the advantage of a German university than a

law obliging every professor to take a walk with

some other professor at least once a week. So it

will greatly invigorate the Free Religious Associa-

tion to have its members and friends meet often

for a social meal and friendly talk. The October

supper was a great success, though the plan

proved susceptible of some improvements, which

will be made next time, as follows : On Wednes-

day, December 10, the doors of Parker Fraternity

Hall, Appleton Street, near Tremont, will be open

at 6 P.M. Tables, having seats for all, will be

spread, with amore substantial supper than before,

in the hall below at 6.30. Col. T. W. Higginson

will preside. At 8, Mr. F. M. Holland will read

a brief essay written for the occasion, on "How

Religious Liberty is Invaded in Massachusetts."

Other speakers will be in readiness. Music by

the choir of the Parker Fraternity Society. Tick-

ets, 50 cents, at The Index office. A prominent

feature will be the opportunity for social inter-

course, in which it is hoped that all who attend

willjoin freely, both before and after the speeches.

Two petitions against those laws which discrim-

inate unjustly against men giving testimony in

the courts on account of religious unbelief, and

which compel all owners of property to contribute

to sectarian societies, will be ready for signature

and discussion. A cordial invitation is addressed

to all who believe in just and equal taxation, in

freedom of thought, in the separation of Church

and State, and in social progress .

THE articles in the Religio-Philosophical Journal

in favor of forming in this country a Psychical

Research Society have attracted wide attention ;

and there is some prospect that such asociety will

soon be formed, on asound financial basis, for the

investigation of alleged spiritual manifestation

and of mental phenomena in general. We notice

that our neighbor, the Banner of Light, does not

look upon the project with favor. It thinks "that

in America, at least, there is the greatest danger

of these psychical societies rapidly degenerating

into self-appointed juntos,whose debates, instead

of seeking to arrive at the truth sought to be con-

veyed by the phenomena presented, will take the
character of Star Chamber conclaves for the de-

ciding of who are and who are not legitimate

mediums. It is not necessary for us to revert to

thepast history of the cause in America to prove

that this danger is real,andnot chimerical. How
often has the effort been made to substitute human

authority and human ignorance in place of spir-

itual power and angelic inspiration. The angel-

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

world workers will take care of all this in time,

though self-seeking mortals accidentally occupying

prominentplaces in the ranks of Spiritualism may

succeed for a while in multiplying the difficulties

of the situation." Still, making all allowance for

every danger apprehended by the Banner of Light,

might not a society, composed of Spiritualists and

non-Spiritualists, formed for the purpose of scruti-

nizing the claims of "spiritual power and angelic

inspiration," help fair-minded men and women to

arrive at the truth as to the genuineness or spuri-

ousness of the phenomena examined ?

THE Spiritual Offering, a Spiritualistic paperpub-

lished at Ottumwa, Ia., reprints from The Index a

statement of some of our views made in a lecture

at Montreal, reported in the Montreal Star and

copied into these columns a year ago, in reply to

the statement of a minister of that city that an

agnostic is one who has no opinions. Our pur-

pose was simply to show that one who admits his

ignorance in regard to whatever lies beyond the

phenomenal world may yet have convictions in

regard to matters within the province of the

knowable and the known. The Spiritual Offering

expresses hearty approval of many of our expres-

sions, but objects to our ignoring a future exist-

ence. We did not affirm anything in regard to a

"future existence," for the reason that,from lack of

data, we could not do so intelligently and honestly.

Wedo not deny the reality of such an existence ;

but nearly every attempt we make to examine the

alleged phenomena to which Spiritualists appeal

in support of their claims to knowledge regarding

the subject, is resented as unreasonable incredulity,

if not impertinence, on our part. The article con-

cludes thus : "Mr. Underwood's articles of belief

are an improvement on the old; and we should be

glad to have him proclaim them throughout the

land, rallying and organizing his agnostic forces

to battle for the right and against the wrong.

When we see agnostics doing something besides

using the sledge-hammer of destruction against the

old, presenting some plan of reconstruction, we

shall have hope for their accomplishing some

good." The views referred to we have presented

during the past dozen years and more in almost

every State from Maine to Oregon; but we do not

regard them as finalities, nor do we think it

would be wise to make these views, many of

them on disputed points,the basis of an organiza-

tion. What would such an organization be, if

effected, but another sect ? Organization for the

accomplishment of definite and distinct objects-

such, for instance, as the secularization of the

State or the maintenance of the right of free, un-
trammelled discussion-we approve; but the ne-

cessity of organizing men andwomen to advance

the particular views we hold, and to oppose all

others, is not apparent. Rather, we trust to in-

creasing intelligence, the progress of science, the

diffusion of liberal thought by lectures, papers, and

books, and to amultitude of other agencies which
donot depend uponany such organization as our

Spiritualistic contemporary suggests, for the decay

of error and the triumph of truth.
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THANKSGIVING DAY.

Thanksgiving as a religious festival has come

own from agreat antiquity, we may say, indeed,

from time immemorial ; for probably no antiqua-

rian research could now discover when the first

Thanksgiving proclamation among mankind was

made. We are apt to think of Thanksgiving as

peculiarly Christian and Puritan, for such is the

origin of the festival in this country. But Thanks-

giving days were a prominent feature of the He-

brew faith ; and the old days, believed to have been

established by Moses, are still observed by the

loyal Jews wherever they are scattered over the

face of the earth. And according to Hebrew tra-

ditions there were Thanksgiving ceremonies be-

fore the time of Moses. The germ of the Hebrew

festival may be found probably in the legend of

Cain and Abel, who are represented as bringing

the one "of the fruit of the ground," and the

other "of the firstlings of his flock," as thank

offerings to Jehovah.

And a similar germ of thanksgiving as a relig-

ious festival may be found in other religions. The

religions called paganhave even more of such fes-

tivals than the Hebrew and Christian religions.

The Hindu faith abounds in them. Ancient

Greece and Rome had them. They existed in

the old religion of Scandinavia. And, when traced

to their origin, they appear everywhere to have

sprung from man's sense of a gracious bounty in

the powers of nature. Such expressions as "of

the fruits of the field" and "of the firstlings of the

flock" are phrases, perhaps, that dropped out of

the first harvest song that man ever sung, and in-

dicate the primitive faith of the human race in a

benignant Providence operating in the natural

forces amid which the race has its being. And

alongside of these thank-festivals in the primitive

religions of mankind were days and seasons of

other religious observances, corresponding to the

Hebrew and Christian fasts; ceremonies of expia-

tion and penance, indicating a belief that there

was a Power in nature not always benignant, but

capable of being propitiated into kindness by cer-

tain acts of man .

But, with regard to Thanksgiving Day in the

United States, it is a well-known fact that it origi-

nated in New England, and is one of the legacies

of Puritanism. As the Puritans began their voyage

in the "Mayflower" with a day of solemn fasting

and prayer, so they ended it, as they landed at

Plymouth, with bending on their knees upon the

new-found coast in solemn thanksgiving. Many

fast-days followed in those early months and years,

and some fasts that were not voluntary, but com-

pulsory from scarcity of food. But afterwards, as

the years rolled round with their harvests, a

thanksgiving day began to come as regularly as

the years, in special commemoration of the infinite

bountiful Giver to whom the Puritan devoutly be-

lieved he owed all his prosperity.

Thus, the American Thanksgiving Day had an

origin as natural as it was devout. And, since the

Puritan Church and State were strictly one, the

Puritanhaving no other thought than to establish

a religious commonwealth as nearly as possible

after the pattern of the old Hebrew theocracy, it

was perfectly natural, too, that the Thanksgiving

Dayshould be both areligious and acivil institu-

tion. Between religious and civil institutions

there was then no distinction. All citizens were

a-sumed to be members of the church, and of the

same church; and at first they were. The town

meetings provided for the support of the church as

they provided for roads and schools. Hence, it

was safely assumed that the whole community was

equally interested in the observance of Thanks-

giving. It was merely the appointment of an

extra religious service on a secular day by people

who believed substantially alike, and went to one

church, and agreed as to the significance and

importance of the service. And if, in the Thanks-

giving proclamations or appointments of those

earliest New England days,by whomsoever issued,

certain phrases had appeared indicating the special

Puritan theology, there was no dissenter whose

conscience couldhave been offended. The Puritan

did not profess to establish the principle of abso-

lute religious toleration, much less a government

of equal rights in respect to religious conviction.

What he desired and the only thing he aimed at

in coming to the wilderness of America was con-

science freedom for himself and his fellow-believers.

the civil power. But a Thanksgiving Day,-a day

for the expression of the grateful and joyous emo-

tions of religion; aday of special remembrance of

the things that bring cheer and happiness and

prosperity and good will into human life; a day

for recalling the bounties of nature and our rela-

tions to them; adayforcommemorating andhence

for perpetuating the mutual obligations and affec

tions of the home and for strengthening the best

bonds of society,-the occasional setting apart of a

day for these objects is certainlyin harmony with

the spirit of rational thought, and the usage is to

be cherished and improved rather than abolished.

Thanksgiving Day being, then, a day good in

itself, which it is rational and useful to have, is

there any harm in leaving its appointment to civil

authority, where usage in our country has hitherto

left it ? Why is it not perfectly just and proper

that the executive power of the State or the na-

tion should fix and proclaim the day as now? To

this question, we answer that, while we do not

But, as time went on, and the little colony in

the wilderness expanded into a people of many

faiths, it began to be seen that, to secure the

conditions of absolute freedom in religion, the

institutions of State and Church must be separated

and kept entirely distinct ; that the State must be | think any great injustice or anygreat harm ensues

organized to care specially and exclusively for the

secular interests of society; and that religion, in

all its doctrines, practices, and institutions, must

be committed wholly to the free convictions and

support of voluntary believers. This is a complete

overturn of the doctrine of the Puritans when

they colonized NewEngland, namely, the identity

of Church and State; yet it was the only way, as

the experience of history taught them, by which

they could justly preserve their own religious

rights and liberties. Gradually, they learned to

apply the Golden Rule in the matter of religious

faith, and did for others what they wanted others

to do unto them,-leave them alone in respect to

religion. But not till the Federal Constitution

did there come a perfect legal expression of this

ground of equal rights in religion. That instru-

ment severs the institutions of Church and State

completely, establishing a government to promote

the moral, social, and industrial welfare of the

people of the United States, but leaving religion

as a matter between each individual and his own

conscience. Theoretically, the separate States have

intended to take the same ground, the old States

changing their laws and constitutions in the direc-

tion of individual religious liberty, and the new

naturally conforming to the larger views of relig-

ious liberty that have gained ground in the country

since the Puritan days. Yet, in most of the States,

either in the constitutions or laws, there are sur-

vivals of customs and phrases that belong to the

old order of things when the State and Church

were one, and are opposed to the new order of

things, by which Church and State are separated.

And, evenin the usage of the federal government,

in violation of the spirit of the Federal Constitu-

tion, and without any warrant from its letter, things

are permitted which infringe on the equal religious

rights of a portion of the citizens.

Among these survivals of customs infringing on

religious liberty-though perhaps the most harm-

less of them all-is the appointment of special

seasons of Thanksgiving and Fastby the author-

ity of the civil government, national or State.

The appointment of Fast Days may now be left

out of consideration. They rest upon a theolog-

ical idea whichhas been proved false andwhich is

nearly obsolete. They would be objectionable,

even if they were appointed only by the act of

the churches themselves ; and hence, as concerns

our special thought to-day, we had better leave

them aside, with this simple remark,-that, if

therebe any reasons why the civil government in

ourcountry should abstain from the appointment

of thanksgiving days, these reasons are very much

strengthened against the appointment of fasts by

from the present custom, still the custom, so far as

concerns the federal government, is in violation of

the spirit, if not the exact letter, of the Federal Con-

stitution, which very guardedly and intentionally

commits religion to the free conscience of the indi-

vidual citizen ; and, so far as the State governments

are concerned, the custom is in violation of that

drift and progress of things which has been going

on from colonial times toward the entire separa-

tion of Church and State, as the safest bulwark of

religious freedom. In other words, this country

has committed itself, openly and expressly in the

Federal Constitution, and impliedly in the Constitu-

tions and progressive legislation of the several

States, to the principle of the separation of the

functions of Church and State, as the strongest

governmental guarantee of individual liberty of

conscience. If this principle be a sound one, and

this method of protecting religious liberty be sound,

-and the soundness of the principle and the

method is evinced clearly in the experience and

tendencies of all modern civilized nations, then

whatever is in violation of them is a harm, to be

checked and abolished. The harm may not be

apparent in any special instance, nobody may

loudly complain of the injustice,yet, in the end,

harm is done by all such violations of any funda-

mental principle which in itself is recognized as

sound and good. It is proved by the history of

religion in the United States that it is not only

just, but entirely safe, to commit religious institu-

tions to the voluntary support of the people. And

there need be no doubt but that Thanksgiving

Daywould still be observed, though no President

or Governor should appoint it. The harm of its

appointment by civil authority does indeed seem

small. But it is often through the accumulation

of little harms that great harms are done.
Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

HEREDITY AND INEBRIETY.

We cannot here attempt, and do not attempt, to

prove the law of heredity. It must be assumed

that it is established as a law of general applica-

tion, the apparent exceptions to it being instances

in which we are ignorant of some of the con-

ditions of its action. Itmust be further assumed

that it applies to passions and appetites as well as

to mental and physical features, and that an appe-

tite for drink is capable of being inherited in the

sameway, and probably in the same degree, as are

other characteristics that go to make up what we

call the individual, or the personality. And here

we should be warned not to be too much misled

by the verbal distinction often made between an

inherited and an acquired taste for drink. It is
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plain that an impetuous, high-strung nature, such

as may lead one irresistibly to acquire the taste

for drink, may be as well inherited as the taste for

drink itself.

Without considering fully the bearing of this

view of the sin of intemperance on the question

of the moral responsibility of the unhappy beings

who areburdened by it,the assumption that fond-

ness for liquor is an hereditable trait, if fully ac-

cepted, certainly raises some very weighty sugges-

tions.

Inthe first place, alcoholism being an inherited

trait as regards both mankind at large and the

individual, we see that it is not a peculiarity delib-

erately acquired at some stage of the development

of a society, or of the growth of an individual.

Does anymanconfer with himself at some period

ofhis life and say, "Now, I'll be bad, and love

liquor?" It is absurd to suppose so. Neither has

mankind at large,or anygiven nation, calmlyde-

termined to become a community of drinkers or

ofdrink lovers. Alcoholism inthe individual has

the same relation to the whole man as do mental

traits, and a similar one to physical traits, like

dark hair or a Roman nose. In the nation, it

occupies the same position as a trait as do vivacity

and changeableness, for instance, in the French,

or apathy and perseverance in the Germans.

There is here opened a field of inquiry promis-

ing rich results. An investigation of the origin

of this trait, could it be carried far enough, might

give data enabling us to laydown with scientific

accuracy a plan for its eradication. Here can only

bestated the suggestions as to such a plan which

our first assumption naturally draws after it.

As regards its treatment there are three points

of view from which alcoholism may be looked at :

that of the individual, whether subject to it or not;

that of society ; and that of the State.

The individual, having a knowledge of the law

ofheredity as part of his mental status, not merely

as an occasional conviction, would rule himself

thus: Not being an intemperate, he would take

care that hedid not come into such circumstances,

ordegenerate into such a mental or physical state

as would lead him to become one. He would look

onintemperateswho might come under his obser-

vation and influence as unfortunate rather than as

vicious; he would supply them, as far as possible,

with motives and aids to removing the burden

resting upon them, and would assist in changing

their circumstances from those in which tempta-

tions might be constant to those in which they

might be rare.

The intemperate would, so far as he could make

theknowledge of the nature of his weakness pre-

vail over the weakness itself, be vigilant to avoid

temptation, and so to conduct his life as least to

give opportunities for his thirst for liquor to over-

power his conviction of the harmfulness of its in-

dulgence. As an individual, too, the intemperate

would allow the knowledge that his weakness is

hereditable to influence him in respect to marriage.

Hewould feel strongly, being conscious of his own

inheritance of woe, the justice of the demand that

he should not bring into the world others with a

like inheritance ; and society and the world would

be ever making this demand. Hewould see that

every human being born with an irresistible ten-

dency to alcoholism is a creature of wretchedness

in itself, and is an additional burden to an already

overburdened world. On the importance of this
lesson, too much stress cannot be laid.

The view of intemperates taken by society,

under the influence of our first assumption, would

besimilar tothattakenby the individual. Organ-
izations devoted to their amelioration and to the

suppression of intemperance would see more

marriage. It maybe said that such measures as

this last are beyond the proper sphere of govern-

ment; but a government which can properly say

that its subjects shall not,except undercertain con

ditions, make, use, or sell certain articles, is not

acting on novel principles when it says they shall

not marry except under certain conditions. The

advisability of restrictive legislation being once ad-

mitted, prohibitory laws will be seen to be proper,

and to conform to the demands of the principles of

heredity. If the thirst for drink be an impulse

which will be inevitably yielded to or withstood,

according to the conditions in which the possessor

of it may be, it seems entirely proper that the gov-

ernment should aid the individualby adapting the

circumstances to his weakness and shielding him

from temptation. And, if the thirst for drink

acquired by one generation may appear as positive

alcoholism in the next, the government should put

all possible obstacles in the wayof the acquisition

of that thirst. And, if the intemperate use of

liquor by the fathers tends to make the children

useless or dangerous members of society and bur-

dens upon it, surely the government is justified in

prohibiting that intemperate use.

clearly the supreme value of intelligence to those

for whom they were laboring,-of an intelligence,

that is, through which it may be plain that in-

ebriety is something to be scientifically battled

with, not something to be subdued at the call of

sentiment. Charitable organizations would real-

ize the futility and even the wrongfulness of ex-

pending their energies on attempts to redeem such

persons as, if redeemed, would not be worth the

sympathy and energy expended on them. There

are certainly many men whose natures are so weak

that they cannot, even when for a time released

from the bondage of a terrible vice, stand alone

in the world. More than that, such men, depend-

ing on the capable and the virtuous for aid or for

their very existence, and so being a hindrance to

the latter's advance, often perpetuate themselves

in children born to an inheritance of physical

weakness and moral depravity. Philanthropy thus

often increases future wretchedness while alleviat-

ing present misery. Properly to treat such mem-

bers of society without checking the growth of

our sympathies is very difficult. But, heartless

and cold-blooded as the proposition may seem to-

day, it is probable that in the future some of those

who now get much of our sympathy and aid in

the form of helps to living a life like that of the

most of men will get that aid and sympathy in a

different form. A powerful public opinion may

encourage the taking an attitude toward the inca-

pables which will lead to their withdrawing form

life, in large part;to their refraining from mat-

rimony; and to their making themselves, in com-

parative exile from their fellow-men, as little of

burdens to the world and as far self-dependent as

possible.

It may be said that this examination teaches

nothing new, that the suggestions raised by the

assumption of the general application of the law

of heredity are those which have always been fol-

lowed by the advocates of temperance and of pro-

hibition. To this it can be answered, in the first

place, that it is encouraging to find that the work

in the past has been on the lines which late scien-

tific thought would point out as the proper ones.

It may further be said that there is much that is

new in the suggestions that we should view the

inebriate with more charity, that we should look

uponhim more as an unfortunate and less as a vi-

❘cious person, and that the sympathy tendered him

should be tempered with a knowledge of his possi-

ble uselessness. There is new force given also to

the reasons for making the teaching of temperance

scientific as well as moral ; for showing the child

that temperance isgood because it is productive of

good results, as well as good because it is right.

And, in general, this brief examination again

impels us, while not neglecting the aid of senti-

ment in our work, to give more scope to the influ-

ence of reason.

The world has advanced from a condition in

which every man's actions were for the most part

directed and restrained to a condition in which

they are comparatively unrestrained; that is, from

a condition in which the circumstances of a man's

birth had an overpowering influence on his whole

life to one in which the life depends largely on

the man's nature, on his character and capacity.

We are advancing to still another stage,-one in

which the individual will be restrained in his con-

duct by laws established by the whole people in-

stead ofby a monarchy or a ruling class. Whether

such a condition is the best form of society, or the

final form, we cannot now inquire. Certain it is

that we are entering upon it, and that mankind at

large now demand such legislation as will soon

bring us fully within the reach of its benefits and

its evils. Of this legislation, a good instance is

the laws regulating the use and sale of liquor. ❘ object he meets has its interest; nothing is so triv-

Under the influence of what may be called the

socialistic spirit, such legislationhas been in late

times demanded, and will no doubt continue to be

demanded for some years to come. What should

be its nature, in view of the fact of the heredity of

alcoholism ?

In the first place, the liquor-traffic should be

more largely prevented. Knowledge of the nature

of alcoholism, of the fact that a tendency to it may

be inherent in any child, and that it maybe trans-

mitted by any person subject to it, has been seen

tobe essential totheright conduct of the individual.

Such knowledge should as far as possible be im-

pressed on every child. Something more than the

value of temperance and the dangers of intemper-

ance should be taught in the schools. The teach-

ing of the principles of heredity, andof the conduct

every individual owes to humanity inconsequence

of those principles, should be compulsory. Fur-

ther, there should be laws aimed at making con-

firmed inebriates as little burdensome to the world
as possible, perhaps, to that end, more often con-

fining them, and in proper cases forbidding their

JOHN COTTON DANA.

MYTHOLOGY.

VIII.

To the student of the history of humanity, every

ial, threadbare, commonplace,but it has its fresh-

ness and value, an important tale to tell in relation

to society and mankind. The geologist takes up a

lump of clay, and he finds it filled with the relics

of organisms that were once athrob with life, and

that have much to give him in regard to all the

subsequent history of the planet. All the world

is illumined and significant, striking, through his

science. There are sermons in stones.

So, to the explorer of history, all has its sugges-

tion and vital worth. The modern dwelling is the

modified and transformed hut of the savage, the

steps of the inevitableevolution to beclearly seen

in the leading features of the structure. In the

cellar put under all the homes, the preserved cave

still of the old troglodyte. In getting out above

ground, manbroughthis house with him.

The gentleman lifts his hat as he passes an

acquaintance or friend on the street. He thereby

carries a reminder, as he perpetuates the form of

an expressive symbol, of acknowledged subjection

in long bygone ages. The wedding ring and the

proud bracelet to-day bear unconscious reminis-
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cence of the fetter by which woman was bound

whenshe had been captured in the chase, which

was formerly probably with all races, and is still

with some savages,the method of obtaining wives

in marriage. This relation was, on the part of the

female, one of the most absolute subjugation and

slavery. The old Norse word meaning marriage

was " quân-fang," "bride-seizing." In the German,

"brût-laufti," "bride-racing,” signifies marriage.

Our English phrase, "to catch a wife," carries

reminiscence probably also of the same custom in

the far back time.

now, it is used to hedge in corn-fields. The super-

stition in regard to the magic powers of the witch-

hazel is active and potent in our own country.

The oak was a hallowed tree; and the names Holy-

oake, Holywood, etc., tell their own story in regard

to this sacred belief.

80.

I have noticed that, in all the rural cemeteries

with which I am acquainted, the graves are all

laid in one direction, due east and west, or nearly

Ihear that this obtains generally throughout

our country. The practice was observed widely

through Europe in the Middle Ages, and it is still

known there. Probably of those who bury,

hardlyone in ten thousand mayhave asked, or, if

asking, been able to answer,-Why all in this direc-

tion? More commonly, I believe, the head is laid

toward the west,face looking toward the east.

It is perpetuation of the old custom of orienta-

The names used in our tables of weights and

measures-grains, barley-corns, feet, ells, spans,

miles (mille passus), etc.-tell clearly of the early

counters and metres employed by man as he began

to take measurements. The character still stand-

ing at the head of our physicians' prescriptions,

the symbol of the planet Jupiter, is a significant❘tion, grounded in the thought of the soul's find-

relic of the old astrology. I read lately that in the

civilization of Peru, at the time of the Incas, idol

worshipbeing in full play, the great deities of sun

and moon were represented bydiscs with human

countenances, very much like those we see in our

almanacs. May it be that these figures among

ourselves carry reminiscence of a like nature-wor-

ship with our distant ancestors ?

So the beliefs and the customs founded upon

them, which we constantly meet, furnish many a

fruitful suggestion in regard to past history. Ref-

erencewas made in a former number to the Christ-

mas banquets, as successors and representatives of

the feast of our pagan ancestors given to the dei-

ties at Yule tide. The Christmas tree, it appears,

came from the old world-tree of mythology. In

the Norse, it was Yggdrasil. Yggdrasil represented

in symbol probably the universe. Its roots ran

down deep in the kingdom of Hela, or death ; its

branches wave in the highest heights of the skies ;

the Nornas water it from the fountains of being;

and under its profound shadow the gods hold their

meetings . De Rougement says of this tree that

it is "one of the most magnificent emblems in-

ventedby the human mind." The Christmas tree,

I think, has more significance and true beauty, as

we recall its so-called pagan origin.

In connection with this mythologic tree, certain

woods have found, and still hold, peculiar venera-

tion. The ash-Yggdrasil was of ash-is regarded

as sacred and of magical power. Pliny speaks of

the antipathy of the serpent to the ash, showing

thus that the superstition in regard to the tree is

as old at least as his time. In Cornwall, it isbe-

lieved that a blow from an ash stick is instant

death to an adder; while, if struck with stick of

any other wood, the reptile will show signs of life

till sundown. This belief in regard to the life of

a snake continuing till set of sun, even though he

should be decapitated and crushed to a jelly, was

current in my time. I recollect well to have heard

it in childhood; and, for aught I know, it obtains

yet. In some parts of England, ash rods are exhib-

ited to cattle and sheep to cure them of diseases.

In Staffordshire, as reported by Grimm, the com-

monpeople believe to this daythat it is very dan-

gerous to break a bough of the ash. A piece of

wood of the mountain-ash is frequently carried in

Cornwall foryears in the pocket, as a charm against

ill wish and a cure for rheumatism.

The elder, the hazel, and other woods have shared

theveneration given to the ash. In Somersetshire,

theynever burn the elder wood for fear of ill luck;

and the tree is seen planted in England beside

many rural cottages, not unfrequently also in our

own country, especially New England, the reason

originally being in its supposed protective power

against witches. In Germany, the hazel was for-

merlyemployed to hedge in courts ofjustice : even

ing its new life in the east. There was a tradi-

tion that the body of Jesus was laid with the

face looking eastward. The duty of burying the

dead with the face toward the east is expressly

enjoined in an ecclesiastical treatise of the six-

teenth century. The burial among the ancient

Greeks was in this same line of east and west,

sometimes with the head toward the west, some-

times the reverse. The same custom obtains

among savage races in the present, as Australians,

Fijians, Winnebago Indians, tribes in South Amer-

ica, the Ainos in Japan, etc. The most of these

bury with the face toward the west, as the familiar

thought with them is that so the body would fol-

low the departing soul.

Thus, unconsciously to this hour, we are con-

tinuing in this simple and little noted observance

aworship very ancient in the history of humanity,

and of wide, almost universal diffusion. Every

time I pass by a graveyard in the country, I see

a reminder that carries back to the belief of a far

distant savage ancestry.

The wedding cake, the bride-loaf,-so essential

a part in the observance of marriage,-bears also

to old mythological epochs. It has a long history

behind it, comes remotely from the symbolical

corn-ears that were worn by the bride. These

ears were afterward male into cakes and sprinkled

on the bride's head. Corn, in one form or another,

appears always to have entered into the marriage

ceremony; and Sir John Lubbock has shown that

it is found among rude savages and semi-civilized

people. Mommsen says, "Nothing is more sig-

nificant than the close connection in which the

earliest epoch of culture places agriculture with

marriage."

A

There were talismanic virtues recognized in the

corn or the loaf; and pieces of it-in the north

of England, for instance, where plates of short-

bread are broken over the bride's head as she

enters her new home-are scrambled for by the

company for the good fortune they insure.

piece drawn through the wedding ring imparts

divination, so that, laid under the pillow at night,

it gives prophetic dreams. The custom of putting

a ring in the cake is founded on a very old belief

in the magicalvirtues of the ring. It confers luck,

has indeed all the fruitfulness and marvellous

power for enrichment of the Grail, this itself being

another form of the same symbol. The horse-

shoe is another, the same originally as the ring.

Speaking of this, Mr. Drake, writing for New

England, says, "One sees this ancient charm

against evil spirits in every household."

Veryinteresting results we should find in tracing

to their sources other customs, quaint and whimsi-

cal, trivial in seeming, yet standing for matters

of gravest reality once, and largely held so now :

such as binding a piece of red flannel upon the

throat, for example, to cure irritation or inflamma-

tion there,-the color must be red, no other will

answer ; or winding a stocking about the neck for

the same purpose,-the garment must be taken

fresh from the foot, this is one absolutely indis-

pensablecondition; putting on newclothes-some

article of apparel, at least, new-on Easter day,

held an imperative obligation in the north of

England, and not to be neglected, except on severe

penalty; throwing a shoe to assure luck to ade-

parting friend, or laying the shoes crosswise in

relation to each other beside the bed atnightto

secure charms against cramp and "rheumatics," etc.

All these, and many more not to be mentioned

here, are capable of mythological explanation ; and

they carry us back a long way toward the infana

tile, at least the child, condition of the human

mind.

Of all the magic talismans in history, the cross

is the most conspicuous. It has played the most

decisive rôle in society almost from the beginning

of time. It is far older than Christianity, and

goes back, as a religious symbol apparently, even

to the stone age. It was known and venerated as

a sacred sign among pile-dwellers in ancient Italy,

among Etruscans, Egyptians, Babylonians, Phœni-

cians, Hindus, and races in Central and South

America. The inhabitants of the terramares in

Italy-their time is probably thousands of years

before Christ-wrought it upon their pottery for

household use and their cinerary urns. They had

not attained the potter's wheel or baking their

ware in the fire, had scarcely begun what we call

civilization, yet they had this symbol. It was

their talisman as they laid their dead in the tomb.

Itwould be veryvaluable,did the space permit, to

trace as far as possible this history, to learn what

was the original significance of the sign and how

it came to be an object of such wide-spread and

degrading idolatry.

Examples of its superstition are seen in the in-

stance above named, of the shoes placed crosswise ;

another, in the charm performed by the Welsh

housewife against the evil spirits, making the

sign of the cross over the dough she is kneading,

lest they should prevent its rising; or that of the

dairy-maid in Wales laying two sticks of the roan

or mountain ash-wood running crosswise under the

churn, to guard against the witches and secure the

bringing of the butter. The German peasant uses

this sign of the cross to dispel a thunder-storm.

Not without appropriateness and significance

rightly read, as a religious symbol the cross has

become the great fetich of Christendom, holding

asway of incantation and bewitching jugglery to

the mind, almost unbroken to this hour. It is

believed in as if it had magic power to take away

all sins, and to protect as an omnipotent luck-

charm against all evil influences, to save from the

very jaws of hell itself. Its connection early and

perhaps naturally wrought with sacrificial blood

has given it doubled force as a charm. *

"Howgreat the wonders of that cross,

Where our Redeemer bled anddied!"

"O wood, most blest, whereon great God ex-

tended hung," says one of the Sibylline leaves.

The threads of the past are shot and inwoven in

allways into the tissues of the present, and form

with it one web. It is difficult to separate and dis-

tinguish the one from the other. To eject and

eliminate dead matter from the living organism,

even in the physical, requires good chemistry. In

the intellectual and the moral or religious, few in

any age have been equal to it. We inherit our

faiths. We are in large degree, all of us, what

*Inold pre-Mexican manuscripts, now owned in Europe,

Baring-Gould tells us, referring to Klemm, is represented

in the end a colossal cross, and in the midst a bleeding

deity.
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early education, what the folk-lore and religious

opinions of past ages have made us. Probably

not one in four in society anywhere holds his views

on any subject, whether educational, political, or

religious, independently, as the result of free and

careful inquiry. And far more is this the case in

religion. Free and independent thinking and in-

vestigation here are the rarest of experiences with

any ofus. "Our belief, " says Max Müller, not

properly our own, "is mainlybelief in the beliefs

of others," these, for most part, our predecessors

and progenitors. "Nothing is more rare in any

man," says Emerson,"than an act of his own."

To see what creatures we are and vassals of the

inherited and traditional, receptacles mere, repeat-

ers of what has come down to us, may perchance

help us to self-knowledge and an ambition to seek

liberation.

CHARLES D. B. MILLS.

SIR WALTER SCOTT AND DEMOCRACY.

That modern democracy had its dawning dur-

ing and immediately subsequent to the later years

of Shakspere and Cervantes is a matter of history.

At the time these two died, the Utopia of Sir

Thomas More had been published for just a cen-

tury. During that time there had been a gradual

tendency in society toward the democratic idea;

and, in the century immediately following, politi-

cal speculation burst forth into the richestbloom

in such works as the Atlantis of Bacon (1624), the

City of the Sun by Campanella, the Argenis of

Barclay, and the Oceana of Harrington (1656), all

of them interpenetrated with democratic princi-

ples, which found practical embodiment in the

Civil War and the establishment of the Common-

wealth. In the light of these facts, it is a fertile

and searching suggestion, recently made in the

Critic by Mr. Whitman, that behind the feudal

plays of Shakspere, as well as in the great work of

his contemporary, Cervantes, there lurk the satire

andscepticism, respecting chivalry, of one inwhom

the modern political idea was taking root. And,

further, if the sun of feudalism dyes the pages of

Shakspere with the color and dazzle of its setting,

and, as in an arctic midnight, also begins imme-

diately to send up premonitory gleams of its rise

into democracy, then with stronger reason should

we look to find in the pages of Walter Scott yet

more emphatic witness of the growth of the new

political cult ; for he wrote at a much further re-

move from the life of chivalry. Shakspere saw

feudalism in its setting : Scott saw it only in a

third momentary and phantom after-flush. Shak-

spere wrote his historical plays for men whose an-

cestors, a few generations back, had been partici-

pants in the events which form the warp and woof

of his stories; he treated of themes which still

thrilled the hearts and memories of his audience.

But Scott's love of mediævalism seems to me to

have been (unconsciously to him) chiefly senti-

ment or imagination, half-sham, like the stuccoed

ornaments on certain rooms at Abbotsford.

reading Lockhart's Life of Scott,you get the im-

pression that the romancer was aTory and aristo-

crat in family pride and in literary and antiqua-

rian tastes, but essentially democratic in his fun-

damental and interior human sympathies. The

main proof, however, is to be found in the novels,

wherein the most lovingly and carefully delineated

characters are always the "irrespective" people of

the dramatis personae. Shakspere's princes and

potentates, his rich stream of lords and ladies,

move across the stage in greater pomp and maj-

estythan doScott's ; yet, in general, they, too, are

made little account of in the action of the pieces.

Cymbeline, Alonzo, King of Naples, King Dun-

can, Don Pedro in "Much Ado," the dukes in the

In

plays of "Othello," "Merchant of Venice," "Meas-

ure for Measure," "As You Like It," and " Twelfth

Night," they are all little more than figure-heads

on the stage. And herein both the poet of the

Avon and the poet of Abbotsford show plainly

where their vital affinities lie. It is true that by

the magic of his art Scott contrives temporarily to

enthuse us for a few of his princes,-e.g. , the Queen

of Scots, the King of the Lion Heart, and King

Jamie First, and even enkindles in our hearts,

while we read, something of the blind and in-

stinctive enthusiasm for royalty that glows in the

bosom of his Magdalene Graeme, or Lady Bellen-

den, Sir Henry Lee or Redgauntlet. But, on reflec-

tion, we easily see through the illusive atmosphere

of respectability and fashion thrown around the

sentiment by the romancer. In our cooler

moments, we are convinced that Mary is an im-

moral woman; James the First, dissolute, weak,

vain, and unfaithful to his promises; Charles Ed-

ward, a libertine; andGeorge the Fourth, an idiot.

Andwe feel that there is whimsical paradox and

anti-climax in the wild devotion paid to persons

so unworthy.

Descending from monarchs to titled subjects, we

see that Scott, in spite of himself, can make out of

his heroes and his nobility nothing but lay figures

or milk-sops. Take the six first written and best

of the novels, Waverley, Guy Mannering, The Anti-

quary, Old Mortality, Rob Roy, and The Heart of

Mid-Lothian, and see aroundwhat groups of char-

acters the interest centres. On the side of the

aristocracy, you have the following list of compara-

tively uninteresting persons: the members of the

Waverley family; Fergus McIvor, Colonel Manner-

ing, Lovel, Sir Arthur Wardour and his daughter,

Die Vernon, Francis Osbaldistone, Lady Bellenden

of Tillietudlem, Edith Bellenden, Lord Evandale,

Henry Morton, and George Staunton. But, on the

other side, you have these immortal characters,

painted with the minutest detail of enthusiastic

portraiture from the life of the common people :

Dandie Dinmont, Duncan McWheeble, Meg Mer-

rilies, Dominie Sampson, old Caxon, the barber,

Edie Ochiltree, Jonathan Oldbuck, Johu Burley

of Balfour, Ephraim McBriar, Cuddie Headrigg,

Mause Headrigg, old Ailie, the housekeeper, douce

Davie Deans and his daughters, Madge Wildfire,

Saddletree, the Laird of Dumbiedikes, and Dun-

can of Knockdunder.

Now, it is a curious thing that, while Sir Wal-

ter's deeper sympathies are thus proved by his

romances to have been democratic, and while we

know that the chief pleasure of his private life

was taken in the company, not of titled and

fashionable persons, but of such dependants as

Tom Purdie, and such friends as the rustic James

Hogg, and William Laidlaw, and the witty pub .

lisher John Ballantyne, and that he loved better

to swing an axe with his men in the woods than

to walk the floor of the Edinburgh law courts in

wig and gown, yet all his life he succeeded in per-

suading himself that the currents of his being

set toward caste and feudal aristocracy. But he

builded better than he knew. Grant that he

could ask and carryhome with him as an inesti-

mable treasure the cup which had touched the lips

of imbecile royalty in the person of George the

Fourth ; admit that, as a politician, he was a vio-

lent opponent of all Whiggery and reform and a

sneerer at the mob, and that he was stoned and

spat upon by the people while making a Tory

speech at Jedburg, some even crying, "Burk Sir

Walter!" and admit that, in his novels of Old

Mortality, Woodstock, and Peveril of the Peak, he

grossly caricatures the Puritans and Covenanters,

and sedulously whitewashes the aristocracy, makes

of Cromwell a petty intriguer and bloodthirsty

assassinator, of the pure andnoble enthusiast Har-

rington ahalf-crazy fanatic and venal time-server,

and leaves it to be inferred that Bletson's atheism

and his republicanism are in him connatural doc-

trines,-grant all this, and grant that he could

stake his happiness, his fortune, and his life in the

building and furnishing of a splendid Gothic hall

which should be the seat of his descendants to re-

mote generations, and revive within its walls the

glories of departed chivalry, still it seems to me,

as I have said, that in his sincerest moods, and

his deepest affinities as a man, he partook, even a

greatdeal more than Shakspere, of the always wax-

ing sentiment of democracy, the sentiment of the

worth and sterling manliness of the toiling people.

And it is precisely because the feudal sentiment

was rooted chiefly in his imagination, and not in

his heart and his reason, that the framework and

machinery of his romances are become to us the

merest rubbish, while their portraits of humble in.

dividuals will always endear him to the heart of

his race as the Shakspere of domestic life.

W. S. KENNEDY.

THE FLORENCE CONVENTION.

The unexpected snow-storm onWednesday, No-

vember 19, did not prevent the gathering of a suffi-

cient number of brave people in the Cosmian Hall

at Florence that evening for the opening session of

the Convention of the Free Religious Association.

Acordial address of welcome was delivered by the

pastor of the Free Congregational Society, Mr.

W. H. Spencer. He called attention to the motto

above its platform, "Above all things, Truth bear-

eth away the victory," as well as to the breadth

and elevation of the position held by its enlight-

ened and philanthropic founder, Samuel Hill, who

loved liberty not merely as an end in itself, but as

ameans of doing good.

In reply, the President of the Free Religious

Association, William J. Potter, after observing
that it was needless to speak at Florence of the

aims of the Association, went on to show that the

value of a religion does not depend on its age or

its conformity to the dead records in dead lan-

guages of the history ofdead nations, but solely

on its capacity to feed the wants of the day. The

religion of the nineteenth century must in the

first place be rational. It must not repel science,

as Presbyterianism does in South Carolina. It

must also be moral, or rather it mustbe morality.

Then, again, it must be philanthropic, and give its

attention to practical problems rather than theologi-

cal. And, finally, it must be based on the con-

sciousness of man's relations to the great power

working in and through all things, the higher law

above all the promptings of selfish pleasure. Such

must be the religion of the nineteenth century.

Rev. J. C. Kimball, of Hartford, Conn., added

that this religion must have organization, and

that the tendency to organize was as marked

to-day as ever before.
On Thursday morning, the 20th, Mr. F. M.

Holland, after saying that it was also necessary

that the religion of the nineteenth century should

be free, and should serve liberty not slavery, as

had been done by the old religions, proceeded to

deliver an address on "Secularization of the State. "*

Mr. B. F. Underwood, after dwelling on the

difference between secularization and secularism,

which issues areconfoundedby the Liberal League,

objected to the religious use of the Bible in public

school and to the taking of oaths. These the

State has no right to impose, and it is contrary to

the interests of morality to let people suppose that

theyare any less bound to tell the truth for not

To be printed in The Index soon. ED.
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havingperformed such a ceremony. In answer to a

question from Mr. Marsh, he insisted that a Liberal

ought never to take an oath. Speaking next for

the taxation of churches, he asked why the Parker

Memorial building should be exempted, but not

the Paine Memorial by its side. He praised Gov-

ernor Hoadly's Thanksgiving proclamation, and

condemned the employment of chaplains, but ad-

mitted that the State has a right, in order to

promote the use of Sunday as a public holiday, to

suspend business and forbid disturbance. Mr.

Potter, after mentioning that one of the officers of

the Free Religious Association had been fined as a

Sabbath-breaker, protested against prohibiting the

collection of damages by people injured on Sunday

by the badness of the roads. Mr. A. T. Lilly, of

Florence, called attention to the efforts to place

God in the Constitution.

After partaking of a generous collation, the Con-

ference heard Mrs. Anna Garlin Spencer and Mrs.

E. P. Bond, of Florence, speak earnestly in behalf

of the education of children of radical families

and societies. Both ladies admitted that a liberal

Sunday-school ought to have nothing to say about

theology; but Mrs. Spencer suggested that, after

the lessons arranged for the benefit of all the

children, there might be a devotional service for

those whose parents believed in one, and then a

discourse. She pointed out with great force the

danger that children who were not given equal

social advantages with their orthodox neighbors

might grow up prigs or hermits, or selfish longers

after such pleasure as might make up for what

they had lost. Mrs. Bond, while pleading like

Mrs. Spencer, and with deep pathos, for the need

of religious training, urged that it should be left

wholly to the parents, but that a liberal Sunday-

school, while not inculcating faith, should take

care not to close the child's mind against it. Mr.

Hinckley said the time had gone by when the

mind needed anything but plain, unadulterated

truth, and there was danger that any definition of

the unknown might interrupt the natural develop-

ment of that sense of universal relation which is

the basis of religion. He then told how his own

school advanced from infantile observation of

plants, stones, and insects to a thorough study of

the great religions. Mr. Holland suggested that

the Free Religious Association might hold a chil-

dren's festival. Mr. Hill showed how much of the

crime of the daywas due to insincerity, which is

characteristic of Orthodoxy. Mr. Underwood and

Mr. Ferry spoke in regard to having agnostics and

theists work together. Miss Eastman urged that

radicalism was not so chilly as it seemed to be felt

by the essayists. Facts are not cold. Mr. Lilly

was glad he had no connection with people who

teach what they do not know, and who, after let-

ting knowledge carry them as far as it can, appeal

to sentiment in hope of going still further.

After a supper of which all partook together,

Mr. Hinckley gave a thoughtful essay, entitled

"The Human Question." One great mistake of re-

formers was to treat of social evils without taking

any notice of their causes. Drunkenness, for in-

stance, is sometimes due to the wild exhilaration

of youth and sometimes to the gloomy despond-

ency of declining years. Prostitution was often

caused by poverty, and might be remedied by

teaching women to earn their own living. Similar

instruction might put an end to juvenile vaga-

bondism. Churches have been dedicated to the

Father, the Son, and the HolyGhost. On the tem-

ple of the future should be written, Sacred to

humanity. Miss Eastman spoke on our duty to

speak our most advanced thought, and thus give

others the benefit of its truth while we had a

chance of finding out our errors. Mrs. Diaz said

it was the fashionable and frivolous women whose

extravagant ways of living were responsible for

the existence of prostitutes. The poor might do

well to send missionaries to the rich. The dan-

gerous classes were the upper ones rather than

the lower. The dangerous women are the belles.

The dangerous men are those who will not pay the

debts they are perfectly able to meet. The poor

and ignorant and wicked are not so dangerous as

those whose selfishness makes them wickedly rich,

wickedly learned, and wickedly good.

Petitions for taxing churches and protecting
unbelievers from discredit as witnesses were cir-

culated during these sessions, which gained pecul-

iar interest from the active participation of the

people of Florence. F. M. HOLLAND,

Assistant Sec'y.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

ofplanets the realization of the first law ofmotion,

bears uponboth the good and theevil propensities.

Their exemption from the effects of surroundings

is not in proportion to their goodness or badness,

but rather to the completeness with which they

have become incorporated into the constitution.

We listened last Sunday to an interesting lect-

ure before the Parker Memorial Science Class, by

Mr. James Carey, one of the members, on the

mysteries of electricity and magnetic currents as

shown in the use of the telegraph and telephone.

Returning from the lecture in a musing mood,

induced by thoughts the lecturerhad awakened of

the future possibilities opened to mankind by

the progress of applied science, we carelessly

opened a series of circulars which lay at hand.

These circulars purport to be issued by "The Na-

tional Developing Circle," whose head-quarters are

in this city. As we read, the marvels of the tele-

graph and telephone suddenly became common-

THIS paragraph is taken from the Philadelphia place and faded into insignificance incomparison

Times :-

The ministers, as usual at their Monday morning

meetings, found something to talk about yesterday.

The Presbyterians were quite agitated about the sub-

ject of evolution,which has been brought up lately

by some rather advanced views expressed by one of

their preachers in the city. There were almost as

many varieties of opinion expressed as there were

ministers present. Some half-dozen ministers having

expressed, with more or less modification, the strictly

orthodox Scriptural view of the origin of man, one

or two others ventured to assert, without saying any-

thing about evolution, that Darwin's Origin of Species

was a useful and profitable book for any minister to

study. Rev. Dr. Bacon said he guessed it was, and

added that it was one of the best books ever written

for a religious man, to kindle his thoughts and deepen

his speculations with regard to the wisdom of the

Creator. In response to the question whether he be-

lievedAdamwas the firstman, Dr. Bacon said: " I am

willing to admit that the name of the first man who

had a spirit was Adam, but not to admit that he was

the first of his species. I don't see any disgrace in

being descended from a well-formed, sinewy chim-

panzee." Rev. Mr. Baker said the Scripture conveys

the suggestion of the existence of a race of human

beings previous to the creation of man . If not, where

didCain get his wife ? Cain must have married into

a race of strange people and degenerated the stock.

After some further remarks, the meeting closed with

prayer.

MR. JULIAN HAWTHORNE opens the biography

of his father, Nathaniel Hawthorne, with a state-

ment that evil traits are more likely to come under

the law of heredity than virtues, because "the

former belong to a man's nature, as distinguished

from that self-effected modification of his nature

which we call character. A tendency to drunken-

ness, for example, or to pocket-picking, is more

easily traced in a man's ancestry than a tendency

to love one's neighbor as one's self, or to feel as

charitably disposed toward those who injure us as

toward those who injure our enemies. In other

words, nature is passive and character is active;

and activity is more apt than passivity to be origi-

nal, or peculiar." The assumption that the evil in

man belongs to his nature, and that the virtues do

not, is a new way of asserting the doctrine of total

depravity. Traits are the most persistent that are

the most fundamental, that have been repeated

through the longest periods of the species' life.

What is called "nature" is more subject to hered-

ity than what in distinction to nature is called

"character," since it is more firmly established,

being the result of innumerable ancestral expe-

riences ; while what is called "character" becomes

more and more enduring as it is repeated through

generations, in other words, as it becomes nature.

Whatever in the environment of a being serves

as perturbations to modify heredity, as bodies in

space, observed or unobserved, prevent in the march

with the greater wonders, related in the most

matter-of-fact way, of the doings in this mundane

sphere of those whom we had supposed released

bydeath from the sordid and sorrowful cares as

well as the pleasures of this life. One of the cir-

culars gravely informs us that "the time has now

come when wise and watchful spirit guides see fit

to extend their plans of operation,and place within

the reach of every hand and home an instrument

of fine and subtle developing power." What that

instrument is is indicated in a general way in a

paragraph relating to a certain medium whose

name has frequently been mentioned in connec-

tion with fraudulent "spirit manifestations" : "It

was agreed [by a band of spirits] that, if a me-

dium (possessing such an unlimited amount of

magnetic power) could develop mediumship in a

local circle with so small an expenditure of that

power, why could not the currents of magnetism

be sent through him to various distances, a stated

time being appointed for the circle to sit, and

thus establish a sympathetic circumference, the

developing medium acting as the magnetic cen-

tre ?" In order to make this "sympathetic circum-

ference" as large as possible, another circular-

purporting to be direct from the spirits of Thomas

Paine, Andrew Jackson, and William T. Hodges

(whoever he may be)-declares: "As Controlling

Spirits of the Circle, we hereby appoint the fol-

lowing named Spirits to have the charge of the

circles held in the following named States and

Territories, and empower them to appoint spirit

assistants to aid them in their labors in devel-

oping mediums in said States and Territories."

Bywhat authority this spiritual hierarchy exists

and acts of course we know not, nor do we know

onwhat principle its appointments are made. It

sends the arctic explorer, Kane, to Colorado, not

to Alaska; Emerson to Connecticut, not to his

native Massachusetts ; Garrison to Michigan , not

to a Southern State ; Robert Dale Owen to Ala-

bama ; Garfield to the District of Columbia; Alice

Cary, whose life was passed principally in the

East, to Florida ; John Brown is assigned to West

Virginia; and, rather appropriately, Col. Baker to

California, Daniel Boone to Kentucky, Gen. Burn-

side to Rhode Island, Calhoun to South Carolina,

Sam. Houston to Texas, and Gen. Robert E. Lee

to Virginia. "Running Water," "Wild Fawn,"

"Red Wing," "Wild Bill," “Lightfoot," "Red

Face," and "High Wind" are among the spirits

appointed to look after the spiritual interests of

other States. To carry out the great work re-

vealed to the "powerful developing medium" by

his "spirit guides," money is solicited. "Nothing

will be done without a consultation with the

spirits of the band." Mirabile dictu !
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THE INDEX is published every Thursday, at No. 44 Boyl-

ston Street, Boston, by an incorporated Board of Trustees

nominated by the Free Religious Association. Terms:

Three dollars per year, in advance.

THE objects of THE INDEX may be defined by the objects

of the Free Religious Association; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-

lowship inthe spirit, and to encourage the scientific study

of man's religious nature and history"; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks

these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.

Itwould subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations the Christian no less

than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipate Re-

ligion from bondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-

tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

may be put more effectually to the service of a higher

Morality and an improved Social Welfare.

WILLIAM J. POTTER,

BENJAMIN F. UNDERWOOD, :::: :}
Editors.

NOWRITERS in THE INDEX, editorial or other, are to be

regarded as speaking in behalf of the Free Religious Asso-

ciationas awhole; nor is any writer to be held responsible

foranyopinions expressed inits columns except his own.

For all unsigned editorial matter, B. F. UNDERWOOD, the

officeeditor, is responsible.

ALL communications intended for the paper and all

business letters should be addressed to B. F. UNDERWOOD,

theBusiness Manager,44Boy ston Street, Boston, towhose

order all checks and drafts for THE INDEX should be

made payable. Letters for Mr. POTTER should be ad-

dressed to him, at New Bedford, Mass.

PAPERS are forwarded until an explicit order is

received by the publishers to discontinue, and until pay-

ment of all arrearages is made. The change of date onthe

address label is a receipt for renewal, and no other receipt

willbe sent unless specially requested.

What we Know of the Bible . *

TRANSLATED FROM THE SWEDISH FOR "THE INDEX,"

BY MISS ANNA WALDBERG.

Two answers have been given to that question.

One of them is what Prof. Warholm says with Hol-

lazius, that the whole Bible is inspired,-verbatim et

literatim, the direct work of the Holy Spirit. The

other answer is that the Bible, as well as every pro-

duction of the human mind, has grown under the law

ofdevelopment. Believers in this opinion have some

support for it in the names of the Bible. Even until

the fifth century after Christ, it was called only the

Scriptures. After that time, it was called Biblia

(Greek books), aname that, only a few centuries ago,

changed into the singular for "the Bible." When

the Bible was written, by many independent writers

during the long period of thirteen to fourteen centu-

ries, it was natural that their impressions and lan-

guage should have varied greatly. But this view

was entirely suppressed during the Middle Ages by

the dogmas of the Church. With the Reformation,

the claim of the right to reason about the Bible

began. But, very soon, a reaction took place ; and,

inthe reformed churches, the inspiration dogma was

established with its whole rigidity.

Doubts about its inspiration awoke at the same

time. Spinoza attracted attention to the two different

narratives of the creation in Genesis : first chapter,

first verse ; second chapter, third verse; and second

chapter, fourth to twenty-fifth verses ; and two ac-

counts of the giving of the law on Sinai: Exodus,

chapter twenty, and fifth book of Moses, chapter five .

Inthe middle of the eighteenth century, the French

physicianAstruc discovered that the narrative part of

Genesis is constructed from two old records , which ,

on account of the different names of God occur-

ring there, are called the Elohim and the Jehovah

records. In support of this theory, a German, Eich-

horn, entered upon deeper investigations; and he

found that the differentnames ofGod represented two

verydifferent ideas ofGod. These investigationshave

beenprosecuted eversince bygreat scientists. Semler

paved theway for a critical investigation of theNew

Testament. The efficacy of Lessing was awakening

*A lecture given the 9th of February, 1884, by Carl von

Bergen, Ph.D., in Stockholm, Sweden. Dr. Bergen is the

leaderof a Free Religious Society inSweden,called the
Protestant Union, formed in 1881 .

for that purpose. His words are significant, when he

says, "Luther, great and misapprehended man, you

have delivered us from the yoke of tradition : who

shall deliver us from theyet more insufferable yoke

of the letter?" Lessing maintained that occasional

truths such as the miracles of the Bible (if they are

historical) never can serve as proofs of metaphysical

truths, and that Christianity existed before the

Scriptures of the New Testament. The historical

criticism of these Scriptures then cannot hurt the

former. He even maintained the hypothesis of an

old Jewish-Christian evangel-the Nazarene evangel

-as being the derivation for thenow existing synopti-

cal evangels. He edited the epoch-effecting "Apologi,

or a Defensive Pamphlet for the Reasonable Wor-

shippers of God," byReimarus(the Wolfenbüttel frag-

ments), bringing about a conflict with the orthodox

of his time, particularly with Rev. Götze in Ham-

burg, in which he defended the idea of a progressive

education of mankind.

Herder was another apologist for the modern views

of the Bible. His activity was the foundation of the

comparative science of religion. Physics and astron-

omy, that began to flourish at that same time, aided

inexplaining the derivation of the different religious

creeds . Dupuis thinks that a sun myth is to be con-

sidered as the ground for the mythology of the differ-

entnations. In the beginning of our century, Creuzer

edited his Symbolism and Mythology. Notwithstand-

ing his imperfect views, his great work was vastly

importantto other writers, as AugetilDuperon, who

discovered the old records of the Persian religion,

Zend-avesta, and the holy scriptures of the Indes,

Veda, and rendered a comparative search of the re-

ligion of the Aryan nation possible. Through this ,

the thoughtful came to the belief that the religious

development of mankind has grown in an unbroken

line, excluding all gaps or miracles, and that thede-

velopment of heathendom was a preparation for the

gospel (preparatio evangelico).

At the head of the new Biblical critical school is

the one at the university of Leyden, in Holland.

Prof. Abraham Kuenen has shown the chief result of

his researches in his work The Religion of Israel.

His opinion is that Genesis, which is considered as

the oldest part of the Bible, is later thantheProphets.

John Smith, an Englishman, has, in studying the

Assyrian cuneated letters, found the narrative of the

creation and the flood corresponding to the one in

Genesis, showing their Assyrian Babylonic origin.

Kuenen says, further, that the fifth book of Moses,

which shows such a high moral religious point of

view, cannot be derived from the childhood of the

Jewish people. This book was written 620 years

B.C. , and was the one that was delivered to King

Josiah by the high priest Hilkiah (II. Book of Kings

xxii. ). It is impossible that, if the contents of this

book of laws-that Jehovah commanded the Jews to

worship with offerings only in Jerusalem, and that he

could not suffer any other gods besides himself, and

that he would not be worshipped with the lascivious

extravagances usual with the other religions-had

beenknown ever since the time of Moses, they could

have been so forgotten that its reading could cause

the greatest consternation to the king and his court.

In the beginning, the offerings of the Jews and the

religious ceremonies could be made by anybody,

though on solemn occasions the Levites performed

them. After a while, the Levites alone had that

right; but in the tribe of Levi there was no differ-

ence of rank (the view of the fifth book of Moses).

After that, a more decided difference was drawn up

between the genuine ministry, the descendants of

Aaron, and the rest of the Levites, who in the temple

service performed a subordinate part. This is the

view of the second, third, and fourth books of Moses.

The Dutch theologian Oort was the first who paid

any attention to this difference, and Kuenen made

his discovery in regard to it in his great work.

The Jewish religion developed originally from

polytheism (still remaining in the plural form, Elo-

him as the name ofGod) toa monolatry (worshipping

of one national god, Jahve or Jehovah, by the side

of which were several other gods of inferior rank),

and at last monotheism (worshipping of Jahve as the

only god) . The original form of the polytheism from

which the worship of Jahve developedwas probably

a worship of the dead persons' spirits,-animism.

Elohim was thus from the beginning the same as the

lares and penates of the Romans. When it is told

that the witch of Endor called up the spirit of the

dead Samuel, she said, when Saul asked what she

saw, "I see gods [Elohim] rise out of the ground."

The older Jahve cult was characterized through the

deliverance from Egypt. When that had takenplace

through Jahve's mighty arm, the people were after

that swornto his service. It was his own people.

The covenant was external, the service consisted

especially of ceremonies. The change frommonola-

try to monotheism depended upon the purifying of

the idea of God through the prophets. Jehovah was

the onlyGod: he alone was holy, and required a pure

mind and life. The other gods were no gods, as we

can see, because they required sensual extravagances

by the worship and cruel offerings of humanbeings .

The Prophets had a great influence on the develop-

ment of the Jewish religion.

Of the one hundred and fifty psalms, according to

Ewald, only fifteen are by David; but, accordingto

the Dutch criticism, none. David, as he is described

in the historical books of the Old Testament, was a

sensual, cruel king, who stood on a very low religious

ground. The Psalms, which are in great part of in-

estimable religious value, even for our time, could

not have been written by him, except a few showing

a spirit of vengeance. The Proverbs are, according

to latest researches, not by Solomon, neither are the

sceptic Ecclesiastes, nor the Song, the latter being

no prophecy of Christ and his Church, but only a

love song, but as such of a noble kind, glorifying one

of the greatest human virtues, fidelity.

A

Christianity is life and spirit and the influence of

an irresistible person. The Bible is only the fixed

impression which that person madeon his surround-

ings. Efforts made to write down those impressions

were combined withgreat difficulties and errors .

whole century passed (according to another opinion

a century and a half) before what is called the New

Testament was wholly written. That is not aston-

ishing, when we consider the illiterate surroundings

amidst which this religion originated, and the many

traditions that were so highly appreciated that they

were at first given a higher rank than the evangelical

literature, such, for instance, as the general idea of

the first Christians of the immediate return of Christ

to judgment, an idea that may be seen all through

the New Testament.

Later, when theyfound that they must live a little

longerin this world and that the time passed without

that great change, the Christians felt a desire to read

about the words and deeds of Jesus. At first there

appeared only some occasional writings, such as the

Epistles of Paul, undoubtedly the oldest part of the

New Testament. The school of Tübingen reduced

the true Epistles of Paul to four; namely, the Epis-

tles to theRomans, both Epistles to the Corinthians,

and the Epistle to the Galatians. But, later, theBible

students think that also the First Epistle to the Thes-

salonians,to the Colossians, the Philippians, and to

Philemon, were written by Paul. Paul contested his

great feud against the Jewish Christian direction in

the Epistles to the Corinthians,to the Galatians, and

to the Romans. In the last, he gave a decided neg-

ative answer to the question whether the Jewish

Christians would be preferable to those converted

fromheathendomto Christianity, and pronounced the

doctrine that faith alone makes a person happy, not

good works; or, in other words, that the improve-

ment of the soul must begin inwardly and alter man's

outward life. This doctrine of Paul has caused two

great religious revolutions: first, when the Christian

religion delivered itself fromthe narrow Jewish view ;

and, after that, when through the Reformation the

Church delivered itself from Catholic forms and cer-

emonies . I think that this doctrine will cause one

more great religious reform in opposition to Ortho-

doxy, which is so dogmatic. The so-called Catholic

Epistles (two Epistles of Peter and three of James,

Jude, and John) have been named so, because they

were not dedicated to anybody in particular and

were closely connected with the origin of a Catholic

(common) Church, through the joining of the Jewish

Christian aim and that of Paul. None of those are

derived from the authorwhose name they bear. The

Second Epistle of Peter is very likely of the latest

date among the writings of the New Testament.

Revelation, as well as the books of Daniel and

Henoch, belongs to the so-called apocalyptic liter-

ature. Such writings were meant in times of suffer-

ing and persecution to encourage believers to stead-

fastness. They were written in an allegoric form.

Fromnecessary prudence, not to attract the attention
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of the persecutors, such words were used as would

not be understood except by those who had the key

to the meaning. The key to Revelation is in the

number of the Beast 666 (Rev. xiii. , 18). The solution

of this was impossible as long as the Greek alphabet

was used. At last, some German scientist thought

that the author, being a Jew from Palestine, although

he wrote in Greek had meant the Hebrew language ,

and found the solution in the words Neron Kesar

(the Greek for Nero Cæsar = Emperor Nero). Writ-

ing these words with Hebrew letters and adding the

worth of the ciphers (the Hebrews wrote ciphers

with letters), you get the sum of 666. Nero, the cruel

persecutor of the Christians,-who, according to a tra-

dition,was notdead, but onlywounded and had filed,-

was , according to this book, coming back as anti-

christ, but his power would be of a short duration

and immediatelybe followed by the coming of Christ

and the victory of God's kingdom. This book was

probably written after the fall of Nero and a short

time before the destruction of Jerusalem. The say.

ings of Christ, which became the beginning of the

evangelical literature, consisted partly of short, often

seemingly paradoxical, simple, striking utterances,

that, onceheard, stayed forever in the memory of the

hearers and were told from generation to generation :

partly in parables, in which he represented his doc-

trines of the kingdom of God; and at last partly in

the mighty descriptions of his second coming to the

final judgment.

With those sayings of Christ belong the evidences

of his Messiahship and the endeavors to reconcile

this with his death on Calvary, through a new appli-

cation of the prophecies of the Old Testament, trying

toprove that Messias should suffer and die and then

go to his glory. The historical representation, there-

fore, mostly mentioned his sufferings. From this are

direct connections with his last visit to Jerusalem

and the establishment of the Lord's Supper (the only

incident in the life of Christ Paul mentions). All

the rest is lost in the darkness of myths and tales .

The necessity of justifying the suffering and death of

Christ and making it correspond with his Messiah-

ship for the Jews, who found the idea of a crucified

Messiah offensive, was the original cause of a history,

in union with his sentences, parables, and prophecies.

From those notes of the actions and words of Christ,

the three synoptic evangels were derived. They

were so called, because they can and ought to be

viewed together. Such a combination is impossible,

though, between them and the Fourth Gospel. Ac-

cording to the former, the chief scene for the activity

of Christ was Galilee and only once in Jerusalem.

According to the latter, it was in Judea, and he

visited Jerusalem several times. According to the

Gospel of John, John the Baptist knew Jesus from

the beginning. According to the synoptics, he did not

know Christ before the baptism. According to the

synoptics, the driving out of the money-changers

from the temple happened shortly after Christ's en-

trance into Jerusalem, and was one of the causes of

his imprisonment. According to the last Gospel, that

happened in the beginning of his public activity .

The synoptics let him say that all his twelve disciples ,

without exception of the traitor Judas, are going to

judge the twelve tribes of Israel. The Fourth Gospel

let him beforehand-in a wonderful way-know of

the action of the traitor. The 14th of Nisan was,

according to the synoptics, the last passover meal, as

it also must be by the Mosaic law. According to

the Fourth Gospel, Christ ate a common meal the

13th of Nisan with his disciples, and the day after

was the day of his death. The first three Gospels

give ahuman image of Christ, and represent him as

the Messias who was expected by the Jews. The

Fourth Gospel represents him as independent of the

human development, and puts him in the sphere of

the divine and supernatural. If the synoptics are

historical records of the life of Jesus, it is impossible

that the FourthGospel can be so.

In the origin and development of Christianity as in

all human development, the higher has proceeded

from the lower. What is worth living remains at

last in victory. The truth cannot be worshipped by

a retention of prejudices, but through going forward

to a free research.

Does anyman wound thee ? Not only forgive, but

work into thy thought intelligence of the kind of

pain, that thou mayst never inflict it on another

spirit.-Margaret Fuller.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE LOWER LAW OF COMPETITION AND

THE HIGHER LAW OF CO-OPERATION.

Editors of The Index:-

The Sixteenth Annual Co-operative Congress of

England met at Derby this past June, 1884, and rep-

resented two hundred and thirty-five co-operative

societies, which sent four hundred and twenty-three

delegates . This Congress was first inaugurated by

William Pare-a veteran in co-operation-in London

in 1869, at which sixty-one societies were represented

by sixty-four delegates. The difference between the

two representations marks a striking co-operative

growth.

Mr. Edward Vansittart Neale, the well-known

writer upon co-operation, and Secretary of the Con-

gress, inhis preface speaks of the "numerous attend-

ance," and that "the number of delegates who desired

to take part was considerably in excess of the time

which could be allowed them, and showed a real in-

terest in the subject-matters discussed, which was

gratifying in itself and satisfactory in its promise."

He calls these annual meetings "centres where the

coals are raked together, and the fire of co-operative

zeal becomes quickened into new life ."

It is a significant fact that the general work of this

Congress was done in a line of co-operative produc-

tion, the relations of capital to labor rather than

that of distribution, which has been heretofore usual

in these deliberative Congresses. Mr. Sedley Taylor,

the President, in his inaugural address devoted him-

self mostly to a consideration of this new departure

and its best methods. The feasibility of co-operative

production, it was declared, will prove equal to that

of distribution. He referred to the great success at-

tained in France in "profit-sharing," which, he said,

"has at command potential energies capable of open-

ing an entirely new source of profits , and so of inde-

pendently creating its own fund." He advised that

the workmen themselves make the experiment, with-

out waiting for capitalists, by organizing more widely

than they had yet done industrial and agricultural

production on a genuine profit-sharing basis. Much

capital has already been amassed through the dis-

tributive societies .

As one of the finest illustrations of the evident truth

that the law of force legitimately dominates so long

as man is in the lower stage of civilization, but, when

the higher reasoning and spiritual powers of his being

are evolved, that the law of force naturally gives way

to that of justice or love, the law of competition or

antagonism to that of co-operation or harmony, I

quote from Mr. Neale's preface to the Report:-

"The object of co-operation may be defined to be

the determination to substitute, in the ordinary busi-

ness of life, reason for selfish impulse, concord for

strife . The attempt may be denounced as beyond

the powerof man, as a vain effort to alter the unalter-

able, to fight against nature. But rather would I

describe it as an attempt to carry on to its completion

the work of which nature shows us the beginning.

The world of nature may be aptly called a sub-reason-

able world, a world where reason is latent; where

the primitive, indispensable factor of self-assertion,

without which there could be no individual being ,

has not in its evolution attained to the faculty of self-

government. Therefore, in the world of nature, we

find everywhere that 'struggle for existence,' in which

the genius of the great naturalist of England has of

late taught us to see the disguised action of a reason-

able power shown in making this struggle, and its

inevitable consequence,-death,-into an instrument

of progress, whereby the ever-fresh creations of life

have been moulded, through their own mutual inter-

actions and the ' survival of the fittest,' into the be-

ings best adapted to their surroundings, fittest to live.

By this process of what Mr. Herbert Spencer has

called differentiation there have been developed

from the undistinguished mass of latent energies

which once constituted the nucleus of our solar sys-

tem all those manifold forms of existence differing

from each other which compose the natural world.

As its ultimate result, there appeared upon the earth

reasonable beings ; and with their appearance there

has set in an operation the converse of differentia-

tion, which, borrowing a word from Mr. Spencer,

though used in a very different sense, I call integra-

tion. What Nature separates, Reason unites. Every-

where, this is the function of reason. It finds differ-

ences : it seeks unity. It finds the ever-changing,

phenomenal many : it looks beneath appearances

for the unchanging, one, the combining conception

which holds together the vanishing utterances oftime

in the enduring grasp of the eternal. The science

which forms the boast of the present age is only the

result of this action....

"Now, what in art, in industrial invention, in sci-

ence reason thus seeks, shall it not seek to effect in

life? Are the relations of human beings to each

other in their separate lives alone exempt from the

action of this harmonizing faculty ? Must they alone

be left to adjust themselves as best they may by the

natural process of struggle and differentiation ? Are

they alone of all human activities 'deaf to the voice

of the charmer,' unsusceptible of that harmonizing

unity which in every other sphere the integrating

faculty of reason can discover or produce ? Not so,

in my judgment. Not so, say instinctively all who

have taken up co-operation as a great social principle,

capable of producing and destined to produce the re-

demption of society from the manifold evils arising

out of the actual state of struggle. Not so. The social

life of mankind is not given over to hopeless struggle.

It is not exempt from the blessed influences of all.

integrating reason. Its present ills may be cured by

modes of action which the actual condition of society

has made possible through its vast organizations for

repressing violence, its enormous accumulations of

material resources,its countless labor-saving inven-

tions, its unprecedented facilities of locomotion, its

corresponding means of diffusing thought, and that

wide-spread political freedom which, emancipating

men from the necessity of fighting for the permission

to unite, leaves them at liberty to determine how

they shall use their freedom to build up the higher

social order of a reasonable world. The present ills

of society may be cured bygiving to the natural

powers of the system a new direction, and stimulat-

ing them to work out the desired cure by their own

inherent energies. By using methods and forces

known to be possible and available, we maygradu-

ally bring about changes which, when effected, will

seem as natural as it seems now that the stage-coach

should be superseded by the express train, and the

oldAmerican liner, which crossed the Atlantic in a

month, should give way to the steamer that effects

the voyage in a little more than six days; and willbe

as superior in their results to what we now see pro-

duced as the modern modes of locomotion are to

those which they have superseded."

Another distinctive feature of this Congress of

Derby is the economic aspect of co-operation with

respect to the household; and still another, urging

upon co-operators the duty of educating themselves

as essential before much can be done.

LITA BARNEY SAYLES,

A. G. Sec'y Sociologic So. ofAmerica..

PROTECTION vs. FREE TRADE.

Editors of The Index:-

In The Index of November 6, you state that Mr.

Blaine, in his speech to the preachers at the Fifth

Avenue Hotel, declared that "the tariff is the issue

which lies at the very foundation of the prosperity of

the American people and the very foundation of the

Christian religion" ; and that quite different from

this view is that of Mr. Fiske, who in his latest work

incidentally remarks, "Our robber tariffs , miscalled

protective, are the survivals of the barbarous mode

of thinking which fitted the ages before industrial

civilization began."

You impliedly condemn Mr. Blaine's remark, and

evidently indorse Mr. Fiske's. To be very brief, let

us put a single case, and in the light of that case test

the principle involved and determine, if we can,

which of these apparently extreme statements is

more nearly correct. Let us eliminate all discussion

of details, and put the facts in the form of assump-

tions, so that we shall not primarily linger over them.

If need be, we will examine them afterwards.

Assume that England has free trade, France a pro-

tective tariff, that both make any one class of goods.

Assume that a Frenchman makes andcan sell inhis

home market two, and only two, thousand pieces of

the goods at a given price; that, if he makes three

thousand pieces,he canmake each of the three thou-

sand pieces at a lower price-say two points-than

when he makes only two thousand: his selling price

at home remaining the same,he will gain four thou-
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sandpoints more on that home trade, merelyby mak-

ing the larger amount, the pieces costing him that

amount less.

Assume that he sends the last thousand pieces to

London and, to make aquick sale, sells them at a loss

of three points on each piece : he will lose three

thousand points on this part of his trade; but, on both

trades taken together, he gains one thousand points.

Andsocontinuously, and on calculation of that profit,

he repeatsthat operation. His neighbors do the same,

and all in every country in the same trade follow

suit.

It is easy to see that the English merchant is satis-

fied with this state of affairs, for he gets his goods for

less thancost, less than any one anywhere can make

and sell all his product for. The English maker,

working manat least, must compete against all these

goods sent and sold, as we have assumed at a calcu-

lated and intended loss balanced into a gain on the

whole as set forth above.

Ordinarily, the English maker must also lose, and

lose till he is ruined, by this mere trick of trade, this

hopeless, unjust, fatal competition, or give up his

trade, and turn to another to be attacked and ruined

in like manner in that. Any device to countervail

this trick of trade, this operation blameless as the

world goes,-any adjustment to modify this particular

kind of competition in the interest of fair play for

working-men, would seemto lie very near the foun-

dation of eyeryjust or sagacious government and of

the success of every humane religion.

This a tariff might do, by making the Frenchman

in the case pay to the English government more on

each piece than he could possibly gain by his un-

wholesome "free trade" with the English merchant.

Nowassume that this case is repeated in every line

of goods, that similar operations produce similar

results in all lines : do not the necessity and benefi-

cence ofa judicious general tariff, at least under the

circumstances assumed, plainly appear ?

Is there here a single unwarranted assumption,-

onethatmightnot stand for an admitted fact ?

This situation has nothing incommon with medi-

æval tariff, it is purely a product of modern commer-

cialism-modern "free trade."

Many other independent lines of argument, many

different sets of facts, lead to the same result. We

here rest onthis single case. Inthe light of this case,

is Mr. Blaine very far wrong ? And is the incidental

remark you quote from Mr. Fiske about "robber

tariffs" the "survival" of a habit of making rash gen-

eralizations from facts imperfectly understood ? Pos-

sibly it is.

JOSEPH SHELDON.

NEW HAVEN, CT., November, 1884.

For The Index.

MEMORITER.

Whengliding years have worn their track

In furrowed lines they show,

Theghost of youth in thought comes back

Fromout the long ago.

Againwehear the voices true

And list the whispering sigh,

And youthful hands are reaching through

Whereyears in chasms lie.

Ourjoys and griefs have each in turn

Wrought out their vital test,

Maturing life that we may learn

How quiet love may rest.

The soul-lit eye with beacon light,

Illumes a pathway clear

Through storms that rise in fancy's flight,

Andguides us safely here.

When ravenlocks by"silver threads"

Foretell the blossom crown,

Withhearts still young our older heads

Willchoke the tempest down.

Butdormant chords with magic touch

Ringout in life's refrain,

And loving arms instinctive clutch

Atphantoms of the brain.

A. D. MARCKRES.

For The Index.

GOD-MAN.

"In apprehension, so like a God!"-Hamlet.

Take the mouldering dust,

Wake it into life,-

Matter is but servant of the mind.

Touch the silent keys :

Genius can evoke

Music wherein gods commune with men.

Read the soul of man

Andthe farthest star :

Truth is one, and is forever true.

Think the wildest thought,

Hope the utmosthope,-

Time shall be when all shallbe fulfilled.

Wonder not at deed,

Wondermore at thought,

Wonder at the hope that feeds itself.

Genius isdivine,

Genius is the True :

Manbecomes whate'er he worships, God!

GOWAN LEA.

"Organization," this journal says: "A formal organi-

zation of the infidel philanthropists might be of bene-

fit to themselves in some cases,but it is doubtful if

the emancipation of the human mind from supersti-

tionand prejudice would be hastened by such organ-

ization. We must be broad and liberal, not narrow,

selfish, and clannish, if we would gainthe confidence

and respect of the world; and we must excel in good

works, not in wars. And, besides, infidels are a hard

lot to organize. The efforts in this direction have not

advanced the cause nor inspired the confidence of

the public in the benevolent, unselfish character of

the leaders in the movement. Desultory efforts in the

open field are revolutionizing thought on every hand,

and perhaps we had best be content with these till

the disintegration of the churches, so visible on all

sides , proceeds a little farther."

BOOK NOTICES.

FICHTE'S SCIENCE OF KNOWLEDGE. A Critical Ex-

position. By Charles Carroll Everett, D.D., author

of The Science of Thought. Chicago : S. C. Griggs

& Co. 1884. Price $1.25.

This work forms one of the series of "German

Philosophical Classics," published by the above firm,

of which Kant's Critique of Pure Reason, by Prof.

George S. Morris, and Schelling's Transcendental

Idealism, by Prof. John Watson, have already been

published.

Fichte took such particular pains to hammer his

principles in their abstract form into his readers as to

render his original works somewhat tedious reading

for the general mind; and the people who have the

inclination or the time, in this fast age, to study

thoroughly and attentively his Science of Knowledge

are very few in number. But, when we consider the

importance of Fichte's ideas in the history of phi-

losophy, Prof. Everett has done a very valuable work

in rendering them in a style comprehensible by the

general philosophic reader without very great effort .

He has illustrated them in such aplain and familiar

way and with so much clearness that his readers will

get a better idea of the main principles of Fichte's

system than they would from any cursory reading of

his original works.

This work consists of two hundred and eighty-

seven pages divided into thirteen chapters, the first

treating of Fichte the man, and the others devoted

to his philosophy. The second is an exposition of its

relations to that of Kant. The succeeding chapters

give a very complete, concise, and clear statement of

Fichte's system. In the final chapter is a compari-

son of it with those of Schopenhauer and Hegel,

which are especially interesting, in which he shows

thatthe main ideas of Schopenhauer werethe same as

those of Fichte. In both, consciousness is a striving

which springs from dissatisfaction; but "we find,

however, one great point of difference. The system

of Fichte recognizes a goal toward which the will is

pressing. This goal, indeed, is infinitely removed,

and thus can never be reached ; but the movement

toward it involves a gain with every advance....

The will of Schopenhauer, on the other hand, recog-

nizes no such goal. Its course is movement, but not

progress."

PSYCHICAL RESEARCH.-The Springfield Republican

describes the work of the Society for Psychical Re-

search in England, and says: "It is proposed to

organize a similar society in this country; and the

lead is taken by the Religio- Philosophical Journal of

Chicago, which, under the editorship of John C.

Bundy, has shown an earnest desire to get at the

truth in Spiritualism and to expose the falsehoods,

quackery, and corruption that disgrace it, and repel

many who would willingly believe in the communion

of spirits from looking into the matter at all. Mr.

Bundyhas made enemies by his course; but he has

gained the respect of all who value truth, whether

Spiritualists or not. His journal has long demanded

thatmediums shall submit to test conditions , and he

was influential in the successful effort made to purge

the Lake Pleasant camp-meeting last summer of its

disreputable elements. The Religio-Philosophical Jour-

nal proposes that this society shall be started by

Spiritualists , and makes the unexpected statement

that 'we can name off-hand twenty Spiritualists

whose aggregate wealth exceeds $60,000,000, ' who

should endow such a society. The Journal presents

a scheme for the society, assuming that it shall be

founded in the belief that 'a portion of the phe-

nomena now generally acknowledged as occurring

are manifestations of spirits once in mortal form . '

The first step, according to its plan, would be an

experimental school of psychical research, to ex-

amine mediums and sensitives, with a salaried sec-

retary, and a corps of experimenters who should, as

a whole, compass 'chemistry, mathematics, mechan-

ics, anatomy, physiology, electricity, mesmerism,

biology, psychology, phrenology, ' etc. All these

should be fair-minded men, approaching the subject

to find the truth and not to confirm a preconceived

theory, and capable of standing by the record of

experiments and vouching for their accuracyto the

world. The head of the school should be a Spirit-

ualist possessing the confidence of those who hold

that belief and of the general public as well. This

scheme is interesting, and deserves only good-will ;

but since scientific men in England have believed in

Dr. Slade, and since Robert Dale Owen, who pos-

sessed the confidence of Spiritualists and practical

people alike, was completely humbugged by Katie

King, the examination of mediums and sensitivesby

any sort of committee will be regarded with very

little respect. The difference between Mr. Bundy's

proposed society and that at work in Great Britain

is verygreat." The Religio-Philosophical Journal last

week contained areply to the Republican objections

and is urging the formation of the proposed society

with great vigor.

ORGANIZATION.--Monroe's Iron-clad Age, published

at Indianapolis, doubts the wisdom of attempting to

unite Liberals for organized work. In an article on

Of his contemporary German philosophers, Fichte

has received much less general attention than Kant,

Schelling, or Hegel; yethis contributions to our philo-

sophic knowledge are as important as theirs, and the

central principle that formed the real core of their sys-

tems was seen as vividly by him as by any of them.

None of his contemporary thinkers saw more plainly

or emphasized more strongly the great fact that all

conscious realization was the result of the collisions

and interchanges of antithetical but complemental

opposites . This indeed is what implicitly constitutes

the core and foundation of his philosophy, and not

any conscious ego, in any other sense but as the re-

sultant of antithetical or polar opposites; because, as

hehimself declares, the absolute ego, as such, comes

to consciousness only through the antithesis of oppo-

site conditions. This is also the fundamental prin-

ciple in Hartmann's philosophy; and, so far as the

evolution of consciousness is concerned, the main

ideas of Hegel were previously enunciated by Fichte.

Near the close of his interesting volume, in com-

paring Fichte with Hegel, Prof. Everett criticises his

exposition of consciousness as being mechanical, an l

says, "If Fichte had seen, as he came so near seeing,
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that the spirit is absolute, not merely absolute spirit,

but the absolute, and that the process by which spirit

is spirit is its very being, he would not have needed

these mechanical appliances." That the absolute be-

ing consists of nothing but a process is an inconceiv-

able proposition and impossible to thought. We can-

not conceive of reality consisting in mere change, of

any change in condition without something exist-

ing in these opposite conditions. If the condition is

the alone reality, then every change in a condition

would be the annihilation of the condition from

which it changed. It would be in a worse plight

than Alice's cat in the fairy tale, of which "nothing

was left but the grin." In this case, even that would

not be left. When we get so that we can conceive of

absolute nothing becoming something or of nothing

moving, we may accept Hegel's dictum that "process

is Being." As no man has ever been able to conceive

this, it is safe to say that Fichte would be perfectly

justified in repudiating any such pretended advance

on his system. Hegelian critics of Fichte's philos-

ophy have often made the charge that his exposition

of the evolution of consciousness was mechanical .

But can we ever form any rational or even intel-

ligible idea of conscious determination without in-

volving the action of something external upon the

individual consciousness ? Even Hegelians have to

posit an "other," something outside consciousness, to

get up any kind of mental action, even that of self-

consciousness. If there was no such action, then

there could be no relation, no reason for any action.

Mental action may involve mathematical and me-

chanical principles that all our science has not begun

to dream of. The wonderful mechanical arrange-

ments in the human body and brain indicate such

principles; and may not mental and sentient phe-

nomena involve geometrical and mechanical prin-

ciples as much more subtle and complex than our

mechanics as thought is more subtle than tangible

matter?
F. S.

HEIDI: Her Years of Wandering and Learning. A

Story for Children. Translated from the German

of Johanna Spyri. By Louise Brooks. Boston:

Cupples, Upham & Co. 1884. pp. 668. Price $2.00.

This first English translation from the works of

Fräulein Spyri, who holds high rank in her native

Germany as a popular writer of juvenile tales, was

undertaken as a labor of love on the part of Mrs.

Brooks, who publishes it solely for the benefit of

the kindergarten department of the Asylum for the

Blind at South Boston; and all profits accruing from

its sale will be donated to that institution. The story

itself is a very pure, healthful, and charming one,

and presents graphic pen pictures of the contrast

between life in the German cities and the Swiss

mountains. Heidi, the simple little Swiss girl, is a

delightful character in her sincerity, cheerfulness,

lovingness, and passionate love of nature; and her

wealthy lame friend Klara is as lovely a creation in

another direction. In fact, even the worst characters

in the story are shown to be quite human when the

right chord was touched. There are many pages in

this beautiful book which will excite the laughter as

well as the sympathies of the American readers of the

honest little maid's adventures .
S. A. U.

CHATS. By G. Hamlen. Boston: Lee & Shepard.

1884. pp. 279. $1.00.

These Chats , which have for their motto, from

Burns' "Cottager," "Now talked of this and then of

that," are serious, sensible, pleasant talks on a wide

variety of subjects of every-day importance to young

people. There are nearly fifty of these "Chats," and

each contains kindly administered advice on some

pertinent subject. The titles of these "Chats" do not

always indicate their real purport, "Miss Cash," for

instance, being a lesson in economy designed for shop

girls of all sorts, who need to live well on very little

money. "One of the R.'s" gives hints on the art of

reading well. "Out in the Snow" gives some ideas

in regard to true politeness and girl's rights. In a

gentle way, she points out many every-day mistakes

and inconsistencies to which young as well as old are

liable. Some of her more definite subjects are "Pre-

paring to be Old," "Brain or Stomach," "Politics,"

"Conversation," "Reading a Newspaper," "Judging

in Haste," " Quoting," "Loungers," "Some Words on

Language," " Quacks," and " Too Systematic by

Half." The book is nicely bound and clearly printed,

while the style is readable and attractive .
S. A. U.

DORCAS, THE DAUGHTER OF FAUSTINA. By Nathan C.

Kouns, author of Arius the Libyan. Illustrated.

New York: Fords, Howard & Hulbert. 1884. For

sale by Clarke & Carruth. Price $1.25. pp. 255.

This is a religious novel, delineating with much

power of expression and refinement of style the suf-

ferings and faithful endurance of the early Christians

in the third century. There is an interesting love

story between a lovely Christian girl and an earnest

sincere pagan centurion, who finally became aconvert

to the Christian faith and a leader in the Church

through his love for Dorcas, whom he of course mar-

ried. The manners, morals, history, and fashions of

theRomans of that day are graphicallydepicted. The

book has nearly a score of fine illustrations, is hand-

somely bound, and nicely printed.

THE leading article in the December number of the

North American Review is "Labor and Capital before

the Law," by Judge T. M. Cooley,-an article which

shows that law is a progressive science; that, when a

state of things arises for which there is no precedent,

anew precedent must be made; and how the com-

mon as well as the statute law is thus made to keep

pace with the general advance of civilization . To

the same number, WilliamK. Ackerman contributes

some suggestive "Notes on Railway Management" ;

Dr. Schliemann tells what he found in his excava-

tions of the ruins of Tiryns in Southern Greece; and

Principal Shairp supplements his scholarly article on

"Friendship inAncient Poetry" with one on "Friend-

ship in English Poetry. " The other articles in the

number are "The British House of Lords," by George

Ticknor Curtis, and "Responsibility for State Rog-

uery," by John F. Hume.

THE first calendar for the coming year received at

this office is the work of a lady, Mrs. E. S. Miller.

It is unique in its scope and variety of subjects and

authorities, as shown in the prefacing lines, which

we give:-

"Three days in each month here are goodly receipts

For dishes or draughts for the sick;

Two days there are riddles, charades, or conceits ;

One day there's a rule or a trick

For knitting, crocheting, or making something

Ornamental or useful in dress;

Andsometimes a hint upon health we shall fling

On our pages to soothe man's distress .

Oneday there are lines to some plant, tree, or flower,

To some animal, insect, or bird;

But through all the rest of the month shall be heard

The strains of the poets,-the dower

Most precious to hoard they have left us, the gold

For our life-streams to shine with and hold."

Published by Brentano Brothers, New York.

The American Lesson

OF THE

Free Trade Struggle in England.

By M. M. TRUMBULL,

300 pages. Price, paper, 50 cents; common cloth,75 cents ;

fine cloth, 75 cents .

PRESS NOTICES:

"There is no other teaching of Free Trade by example at

all to be compared with it.... It is as interesting as a ro-

mance."-Chicago Times.

"The author does not deal with statistics, but relates the

story of the contest in such a pleasing manner that it

reads like an enchanted tale."-Omaha Herald.

Address all orders to

THE RADICAL REVIEW,

412 NORTH AVENUE,

CHICAGO, ILL.

Theodore Parker's Works.

The Springfield Republican is, in our view, the nearesta

perfect newspaper printed in New England or elsewhere.-

Belfast (Me.) ProgressiveAge.

The Collected Works of Theodore Parker, containing his

Theological, Polemical, and Critical Writings , Sermons ,

Speeches, and Addresses, and Literary Miscellanies .

Edited by FRANCES POWER COBBE. The only complete

edition published. 14 vols. 12mo. Cloth, uncut. Lon-

don, 1867. Reduced from $35.00 to $25.00.

CONTENTS : Vol. 1, A Discourse of Religion. Vol. 2,

TenSermons, and Prayers. Vol. 3, Discourse of Theology.

Vol. 4, Discourses of Politics. Vols. 5 and 6, Discourses of

Slavery. Vol. 7, Discourses of Social Science. Vol. 8, Mis-

cellaneous Discourses. Vols. 9 and 10, Critical and Miscel-

laneous Writings. Vol. 11 , Theism, Atheism, and Popular

Theology. Vol. 12, Autobiographical and Miscellaneous

Pieces . Vol. 13, Historic Americans. Vol. 14, Lessons

from the World of Matter and the World of Man.

For sale at The Index office, and sentby mail or express

to any address.

The Paper

FOR THE FAMILY,

FOR THE BUSINESS MAN,

FOR THE FARMER,

FOR ALL CLASSES.

THE

Springfield Republican.

Comprehensive, Compact, Varied, Interesting,

Entertaining, Improving, and

FULL OF NEWS.

Able Editorial Articles, Literary News and Reviews,

Foreign and Domestic Correspondence, Original Sto-
ries, Poetry, Sermons, Religious News, Mechanical

and Scientific Notes, Dramatic and Sporting Inter-

ests, an Agricultural Department, a Corner for the

Young Folks. These and other features make The

Republican a

tothe

POPULAR FAMILY JOURNAL

Among New Englanders at home and abroad. Send

for a free Sample Copy, or make a trial subscription

INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER,

An advocate of Honest Government, Sound Money,

and a Reduction of Federal Taxation, for the protec-

tion of all classes .

THE DAILY REPUBLICAN

Contains the best and fullest reports of the local news of

WesternMassachusetts and adjoining territory to befound

anywhere, a careful daily review of New England news ,

and the general telegraph news of the Associated Press

conveniently classified and arranged and supplementedby

special despatches. Its editorial page is bright and inter-

esting, touching all matters of public concern in a broad

and progressive spirit, its correspondence is rich indesir-

able information and comment, and its miscellaneous

reading is chosen to suit all worthy tastes.

THE SUNDAY REPUBLICAN

Has each week a Sermon, a new short Story, the latest

Dramatic and Sporting News, a Department for Children,

a variety of Local and General News Letters, etc. The

Boston Journal says, " It is a nearer approach to what a

Sunday newspaper should be than any paper published on

this day in New England."

THE WEEKLY REPUBLICAN

Gives a thorough Review of the News of the Week with a

selection of the best matter that has appeared in the Daily

issues. It is edited with great pains, and presents in a

comparatively small space a remarkable assortment of

valuable and entertaining reading. It has a special de-

partment for farmers and their families, and is an excel-

lent paper for the home circle of the Yankee onhis native

soil or in exile.

SUBSCRIPTION: Daily, 75 cents a month, $9 a year; Sun-

day, 5 cents a copy, $2 a year; Weekly, 3 cents a сору,

$1.50 a year.

LIBERAL REDUCTION TO CLUBS FOR THE WEEKLY.

Commission to Local Agents .

Address

THE REPUBLICAN,

SPRINGFIELD, MASS.

SCIENTIFIC LECTURES.

PETER ANNET, of England, who lectured very ac-

ceptably before the ParkerMemorial Science Class on two

Sundays recently, will lecture for societies on Astronomy,

Geology, Zoology, and philosophical subjects, within an

easy radius of Boston, upon application . For terms, etc.,

PETER ANNET,

P.O. Box 2468, Boston, Mass.

address

LECTURES

ON LEADING REPRESENTATIVE MEN OF OUR TIME,

EMERSON,

HUXLEY,

INCLUDING

CARLYLE,

TYNDALL.

Also,upon the early Growth and the History of Culture;

Evolution of the Arts : Origin of Mythology; The Survivals

in our Present Civilization; The Aspects and Promis e of

the Time, etc. , will be givenwhere desired this season by

the undersigned.

Address

October 20.

CHARLES D. B. MILLS,

SYRACUSE, N.Y.
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s and Reviews

ADAMS(R. C.). Evolution. ASummary

ofEvidence. $0.25

e, Original St
Travels in Faith from Tradition to

Reason.. 1.25

view, theneart

and or elsevien

er

N

HER,

ILL CLANSIA

blican

, Interesting

and

POPULAR BOOKS

Sent by Mail Postpaid at

PUBLISHERS' PRICES.

ANY BOOK in the subjoined List, or any

1.00

DEFOE (DANIEL). RobinsonCrusoe .... 1.00 HUXLEY (T. H.). Man's Place inNature, 1.25

DICKENS (CHARLES). Complete Works.

14vols...

DRAPER(DR. J. W.). History of the Con-

10.50

flictbetween Religion and Science..... 1.75

The Intellectual Development of Eu-
rope. 2 vols ...

Scientific Memoirs

EMERSON (R. W.). Essays. First Series, 1.50

On the Origin of Species..

Lay Sermons. Addresses, andReviews... 1.75
More Criticism on Darwin andAdminis-

trative Nihilism.....

Critiques andAddresses

AmericanAddresses

.50

1.50

1.25

3.00

3.00

Science and Culture. 1.50

Essays. Second Series.....

Miscellanies ...

1.50

1.50

INGERSOLL'S (R. G.) Lectures Complete

inonevolume, 1.306 pages ...

JAMES (HENRY, JR.). The Portrait of a

Lady

5.00

English Traits ..

Conduct of Life..

Poems
1.50

1.50 JESUS: HIS OPINIONS AND CHARAC-

TER. The New Testament Studies of

aLayman....

ism of Exchange.

Representative Men.

MayDay, and Other Pieces .

Society and Solitude.

Letters and SocialAims ..other OBTAINABLE BOOK, that maybe de-

sired,willbe forwarded aspromptly as possible, ENNIS (JACOB). The Origin of the Stars,
onreceipt of orders accompanied with the cash.

SPECIAL RATES will be made with persons
or libraries desiring any large number of books.

Orders are respectfully solicited from all friends

of THE INDEX.

and the Causes of their Motions and

theirLight

1.50

1.50

1.50 JEVONS(W. S.). Moneyand theMechan-
1.50

1.50

2.00

FISKE (JOHN). Myths andMythmakers, 2.00
Outlines of Cosmic Philosophy.

The Unseen World, and Other Essays ...

FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHIP IN RE-

LIGION. AVolume of Ten Essays,by

D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow,

Samuel Johnson, John Weiss, O. В.

Frothingham, W. J. Potter, F. E.
Abbot, J. W. Chadwick, T. W. Higgin-

son, and Mrs. E. D. Cheney, and ad-

dresses by Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

RobertDale Owen,andothers.....

6.00

2.00

JOHNSON (OLIVER). Wm. Lloyd Garri-

son andhis Times. With Portrait and

Introduction by J. G. Whittier

JOHNSON (SAMUEL). Oriental Relig-

ions, and their Relation to Universal

Religion:

2.00

1.50

1.75

PRATT (WM.. M.D.) . A Physician's Ser-

mon to Young Men..

PROCTOR (R. A.). Other Worlds than

Ours: The Plurality of Worlds studied

under the Light of Recent Scientific

Researches. Illus ...

Light Science for Leisure Hours. ASe-

ries of Familiar Essays on Scientific

Subjects ...

.25

2.50

1.75

The Moon: Her Motions , Aspect, Scen-

ery, andPhysical Conditions. Illus.. 3.50

The Expanse of Heaven. A Series of

Essays on the Wonders ofthe Firma-

ment

OurPlace among infinities . A Series of

Essays contrasting our Little Abode

inSpaceandTimewith the Infinities

around us . To which are added

Essays on the Jewish Sabbath and

Astrology...

2.00 QUATREFAGES (A. de). The Natural

2.00

175

1.00

3.00

History ofMan.

TheHuman Species 2.00

India

China

5.00

5.00

RAPHALL (MORRIS J.). History of the

Jews from 420 B. C. E. to the year 70

C. E. 2 vols .. 4.00

LANGE (F. A.). History of Materialism.
3vols... 10.50

LECKY (W. E. H.). History of the Rise

and Influence of the Spirit of Ration-

alism inEurope. 2 vols..

RIBOT (T. H.). Heredity: A Psychologi-

cal Study on itsPhenomena, its Laws,

its Causes, and its Consequences .....

English Psychology..

2.00

1.50

Diseases ofMemory. 150

4.00

1.50

History ofEuropeanMorals fromAugus-

tus toCharlemagne. 2 vols......

s, Mechanic ADLER(FELIX). Creed andDeed 1.00

SportingInte AGASSIZ (LOUIS). Methods of Study in

FROTHINGHAM (0. B.). History of

Transcendentalism in New England.
WithPortrait of the Author....

LEWES (G. H.). Biographical History of

Philosophy. 2 vols .....

2.50

Corner for the
NaturalHistory. Illus..... 1.50

Geological Sketches. First Series. 1.50

The Religion of Humanity

The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of

Physiology of Common Life. 2 vols .....

The Story of Goethe's Life
1.50

Problems of Life and Mind. First Se-

res make The Geological Sketches. Second Series..... 1.50 Primitive Christianity ries. 2 vols....
1.75

AJourneyinBrazil. Illus.... 5.00 Child's Book of Religion.
For Sunday-

The Physical Basis of Mind. Second

BNAL

ALGER(W. R.). A Critical History of the

Doctrine of aFuture Life ..........

schools and Homes
1.00

3.50
Stories from the Lips of the Teacher.

1.00

Stories of the Patriarchs ..
1.00

abroad. Ser

ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN-

MENTS ..

Beliefs of the Unbelievers .

1.50 Spirit of the New Faith...

I subsonpe

PER,

Sound Mor

ARNOLD (EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama.

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

The Safest Creed

Knowledge and Faith 1.00

Life of Gerrit Smith
2.00

Creedand Conduct
1.00

1.00 The Rising and the Setting Faith 1.00

Visions of the Future 1.00

or the pre

ARNOLD (MATTHEW). Essays in Criti-

cism.
Life of Theodore Parker....

2.002.00
GeorgeRipley...

1.25Godandthe Bible 1.50

LiteratureandDogma 1.50 FULLER (MARGARET). Women in the

DAN
BAIN (ALEXANDER) . Mental Science:

ACompendium of Psychology and His-

Nineteenth Century.... 1.50
Life without and Life within..

1.50elocalnew

toryof Philosophy
AtHomeandAbroad.

1.50 1.50
1.00

oryte TheEmotions and the Will.. 500

Engiant
Moral Science: ACompendium of Ethics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS). HereditaryGenius

English Men of Science.....
2.00 1.00

Series...

The Study of Psychology, its Object,

Scope, andMethod..

.25 LONGFELLOW'S PoeticalWorks. 2 vols . 7.00
1.00

5.00

1.00 LUBBOCK (SIRJOHN). Origin of Civili-
zation, and the Primitive Condition of

Man..

Pre-historic Times, as illustrated by An-

cient Remains, and the Mannersand

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus .. 5.00

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus ... 8.00

MACAULAY'S HistoryofEngland. 5vols.10.00

MALLOCK (W. H.). Is LifeWorthLiving? 1.25

Social Equality ...

Property and Progress

ROGERS (J.E.T ) SixCenturies ofWork

and Wages. The History of English
Labor

ROMANES (G. J.). Animal Intelligence.. 1.75

The Scientific EvidencesofOrganicEvo-

SAVAGE(M. J.). Belief inGod...

Beliefs about Man

Talks about Jesus

Beliefs about the Bible....

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her

Riddles

Bluffton. A Story of To-day

SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory

1.00

SCHROEDER (DR. KARL). A Manualof

Midwifery, including the Pathology of
Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated from the German. Illus ... 3.50

Chemistry

Physics ..

Physical Geography .

3.00

4.00

3.00

1.50
lution

6.00 Morals of Evolution

300

200

.50

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

of Descent and Darwinism. Ilus...... 1.50

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs .

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others .

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley. .50

.50

.50

.50

Geology... .50

1.00
Inquiries into Human Faculty and its

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

Physiology .50

15.00
Astronomy. .50

soclatelis Relations 1.50 Development... 300 Botany .50
The Senses andthe Intellect

plement
5.00

BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of

GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

erty 1.00
Life. 2 vols .

era

rel

The Beginnings of Life; or. The Modes

ofOriginofLowerOrganisms. 2 vols .

Evolution andthe Origin of Life

5.00

5.00

2.00

mica BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous-

ness 1.50
lessness .

Eating andDrinking

CAN

ry, the

Stimulants and Narcotics

OurHome Physician : A Popular Guide

to theArt of Preserving Health and

TreatingDisease..

forChil

Fed

.75

6.00

BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. ANovel ofNewYork.. 1.50

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-

cal Works. Illustrated

BUCKLE'S (H. T.) History of Civilization

inEngland...

2.50

4.00

Essays, withaBiography of the author.. 1.00

BUECHNER'S Force and Matter

3.25
BURNS (ROBERT) . Complete Works .... 1.00

CARLETON (WILL). Farm Festivals.

Illus ..
2.00

GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the

Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6 vols .

GRANVILLE (J. M.) . Sleep and Sleep-

Memory
The Secret of GoodMemory

The Secret of aClear Head...

Common Mind Troubles

Howtomake the Best of Life.......

GRAY (ASA). Darwiniana : Essays and

Reviews pertaining to Darwinism

.50

.50

50

50

2.00

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-

lyle..

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON). The

Organs of Speech and their Applica-

tion in the Formation of Articulate

Sounds..

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2vols. 4.00 MILL (JOHN STUART). The Positive

HAECKEL (ERNST). The History of

Creation; or, The Development of the

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac

tion of Natural Causes. Illus. 2 vols.

The Evolution of Man. 2vols ...

Freedom in Science and Teaching .....

HALLOWELL (R. P.). The Quaker Inva

sion of Massachusetts ....

HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy.....

2.00 HAMMOND (DR. W. A.) . A Treatise on

1.25

5.00

5.00

1.00

1.25

2.00

Diseases of the Nervous System. .... 5.00

HARDY (ARTHUR S.) . But yetaWoman 1.25

HARRIS (J. C.). Uncle Remus: His Songs

and Sayings . The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus... 1.50

HARTMANN (EDUARD VON) . Philos-

ophy of the Unconscious . Speculative

Results according to the Inductive

Method of Physical Science. 3 vols ... 9.00

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

Scarlet Letter.........

TheHouse of the SevenGables........

HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-

ative First Cause

Freedomof the Will

HELMHOLTZ (H.) . Popular Lectures on

Scientific Subjects. WithanIntroduc

tion by Prof. Tyndall...
Second Series

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus..

1.25

1.25

.75

2.00

2.00

4.00

Philosophy of Auguste Comte........

Political Economy ..

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

1.75

1.50

Liberty,-bothin one vol .

Representative Government..

Three Essays on Religion..

MILLS (C. D. B). Gems of the Orient.... 1.50

Buddha andBuddhism.

MUELLER (F. MAX). Lectures on the

Chips from a GermanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, andCustoms. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, andAn-

tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology, Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol., $2.00;

theset

Science of Language

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or
Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustrated by the Relig-
ions of India

OORT (DR. H.) and HOOKYAAS (DR. I.).

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study oftheBible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges ....

Vol. II . Kings and Prophets

Vol. III . New Testament...

10.00

2.00

2.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

.25

STEWART (S. J. ). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatit is andhowitGrew..

STICKNEY (ALBERT). A True Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of "Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels. with one hundred beautiful

illustrations
5.00

STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

townFolks. ANew England Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

landStory

STRAUSS (D. F.). The Old Faith andthe

New...

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

owe to each other...

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-
ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-
fiveYears...

1.00 TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

1.50 OSWALD (FELIX L., M.D. ). Physical

Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature....

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

of the ChristianReligion and the Sig-
nificance of its RiseandDecline..... 1.00

FarmLegends. Illus ....

Farm Ballads. Illus.. 2.00

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

pea traits andMaps. 6 vols..
7.50

French Revolution. 2 vols . 2.50

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols ..... 2.50

Critical andMiscellaneous Essays . With

Portrait. 2 vols... 3.50

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With
Portraits. 2vols .... 4.00

CHADWICK(J. W.). The Bible ofTo-day, 1.50

The Faith of Reason 1.00

HAWLEY (F. B.) Capital and Popula-

tion:AStudy of the EconomicEffects

of theirRelations to each other........ 1.50The ManJesus .. 1.00f

CHANEY(G. L.). F. Grant & Co.; or, Part-

nerships. A Story for the Boys who

meanBusiness . 1.25

Tom. AHome Story. 1.25

CHILD (LYDIA MARIA). Aspirations of

the World: AChain of Opals .. 1.25

Looking toward Sunset.... 2.50

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

AppendixbyWendellPhillips. With
Portrait.

1.50

CLARK (EDW. H. , M.D.). Sex in Educa-
tion

TheBuilding of aBrain 1.25

T CLODD (E. ) . The Childhoods ofReligions.

A simple account of the Birth and

Growth ofMyths and Legends ... 1.25

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment.....

Young Folks' History of the United

1.50

States 1.50

Margaret Fuller Ossoli. 1.25

COBBE(FRANCES POWER). TheDuties HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

ofWomen........ Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M.D.). The SacredAnthology, 200

TheEarthward Pilgrimage........
Idols and Ideals .

ingPlace 1.75

TheMystery of Pain .
1.00

1.75

DemonologyandDevil Lore. 2 vols..... 7.00
Emerson at Home andAbroad.. 1.50

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture, and
OtherEssays..

The New Chemistry. 2.00

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Complete in16vols... 20.00

DANA (R. H.) . Two Years before the Mast, 1.50

DARWIN (CHARLES). Origin of Species, 2.00
Descent of Man........

Journal of Researches...

Emotional Expression.....

tion. 2vols ..

Insectivorous Plants

ClimbingPlants
Orchids fertilized by Insects 1.75

Fertilization intheVegetableKingdom. 2.00

Animals and Plants under Domestica-

1.50

1.00

3.00

2.00

Physiology for PracticalUse

HOLLAND (F. M.). Reign of the Stoics..
Stories from RobertBrowning

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing... Paper, 35 cts.; cloth,

2.25

1.25
1.50

.50

2.00

PAINE (THOMAS). Age ofReason......

Complete Works ...

PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from
the World of Matter and the World of

Mind

Prayers by Theodore Parker

.50

7.00

1.50

1.00

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of
Household Management and Cookery.

AText Book for Schools andFamilles. .75

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

the Religion and Philosophy of Eman-

uel Swedenborg
HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The

Autocrat of the Breakfast Table....

TheProfessor at the Breakfast Table.... 2.00 PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.
ThePoet at the Breakfast Table...

Poems..

RalphWaldoEmerson

Elsie Venner

HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-
moirandPortrait. 2 vols ...

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.) . The Lady of the

Aroostook ...

5.00 The Undiscovered Country..

2.00

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos ; or, Sketch of a
Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols....

2.00

2.00

1.25

2.00

3.50

1.50

1.50

3.00

.75

With Portraits . 2 vols ...

Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

FamousAmericans of Recent Times....

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

Motion

Fragments of Science.

Light andElectricity..
Lessons in Electricity.

Hours of Exercise intheAlps .

BelfastAddress ..

UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

ures

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free

Thought

VOGEL (A.). APractical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ....

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50

1.00

1.7

4.50
VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

1.25
WALKER (PROF. F. A.). Wages

Money...
3.50

4.00
Money, Trade, and Industry..

1.50

4.00
2.00

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6
vols . Illus .

10.00

traits. 3 vols .... 6.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

2.00
tory Liquor Laws

1.25
The Social Law of Labor...

1.50
tions. 2 vols ....

6.00

PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART) . The
ofTheodore Parker .

WEISS(JOHN). Life and Correspondence

4.00

GatesAjar 1.50 American Religion
1.50

1.50
The ImmortalLife

1.50
1.25 Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare

2.00

WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

Growth of Language ...
1.50

Beyondthe Gates.

DoctorZay

PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newly engravedLikenesses of Sumner.

2vols..

Forms ofFlowers.. 1.50

PowerofMovement in Plants . 2.00

Vegetable Mould, etc. 1.50

Completeset, 13 vols...

TravelsandResearches

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-

traits..

25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays

1.50

1.50 POPE'S Essay onMan

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works, with Portrait 2.00

6.00 WILSON (HENRY). Rise and Fall of the
.50 Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols ....... 9.00

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Body and Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-
encetoMentalDisorders

Logic... .50
Inventional Geometry

.50

Piano-forte Playing .50
1.50 Political Economy... .50

12.00

Physiology of Mind...

Body andWill: Being anEssay concern-

ingWill in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical, and PathologicalAspects 2.50 SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols.

2.00 Natural Resources ofthe United States. .50

SCOTT'SCompletePoetical Works. Illus . 8.00

15.00

1.00.50

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

Memoirand Portrait. 2 vols .........

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women...

3.50

3.00

SMITH'S Ancient History, from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fallof the Western

Empire. Illus. 3 vols..... 6.00

1.50
2.50

SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00

Principles of Biology. 2 vols.... 4.00

2.50
Principles of Psychology. 2 vols . 4.00

Principles of Sociology. 2vols..... 4.00

2.50

Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00
Universal Progress.... 2.00

Essays, Moral, Political, Esthetic...... 2.00

1.25 Social Statics..
2.00

Data of Ethics
1.25

2.00 Study of Sociology.. 1.50

Education
1.25

STALLO (J. B.). The Concepts and Theo-

ries of ModernPhysics. 1.75
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Sawing Made Easy. "THE RISING SUN " ThinkPERFOR
MONARCH LIGHTNING SAWING MACHINE

NOLINES

30 DAYS'

TEST TRIAL.

Writo

For logging camps, wood-yards, farmers getting out
stove vood, andall sorts oflog-cutting-it is unrivaled.

Thousands sold yearly , A boy of16 can saw logs fast and

easy. Immense saving of labor andmoney.

forelegantly illustrated catalogue in 6 brilliant colors,
alsobrilliantly illuminated poster in 5 colors. All free.
Agents Wanted. Big money made quickly.

MONARCH MF'G CO. , (A) 206 State St. , Chicago, IL

THE

ALL ODDS

BEST EQUIPPED

and

Utilitarians. Nothing like it. Specimenfree.

RISING SUN, Box 183, Kalamazoo, Mich.

WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS

The 32d School Year of this Family and

Day School for Boys and Girls will begin

Sept. 17, 1884. For catalogue address

NATH'L T. ALLEN, West Newton,Mass.

2,000

CornellUnivLib
3170F WORKS OF

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-

called "Twelve Great Pictures of the World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI ;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;

Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; AS-

sumption of the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans-

figuration, RAPHAEL ; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL ; Holy Night, CORREGGIO ; Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO ; De-

RAILROAD IN THE WORLD. scent from the Cross, RUBENS ; The Immac-

Let it be forever remembered that the

Chicago & North-Western

RAILWAY

is the best and shortest route to and from

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

that it is preferred by all well-posted trav-

ellers whenpassing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

It also operates the best route and the short

line between

Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapolis.

Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison,

Fort Howard (Green Bay), Wis. , Winona,
Owatonna, Mankato, Minn. , Cedar Rapids,

Des Moines, Webster City, Algona, Clinton,

Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin, Rock-

ford, Ill. , are among its eight hundred local
stations on its lines.

Amonga few of the numerous points of
superiority enjoyed by the patrons of this

road are its Day Coaches, which are the

finest that human art and ingenuity can

create; its Palatial Sleeping Cars,
which are models of comfort and elegance;

its Palace Drawing Room Cars ,

which are unsurpassed by any; and its

widely celebrated

NORTH -WESTERN DINING CARS,

the like of which are not run by any other

road anywhere. In short, it is asserted that

it is the best equipped road in the

world.

All points of interest North, North-west,

and West of Chicago, business centres,

summer resorts, and noted hunting and
fishing grounds, are ccessible by the vari-

ous branches of this road.

It owns and controls over five thousand

miles of road, and has over four hundred

passenger conductors constantly caring for

its millions of patrons .

Ask your ticket agent for tickets via this

route, and take none other. All leading

ticket agents sell them. It costs no more to

travel on this route that gives first- class ac-

commodations than it does to go by the

poorly equipped roads .

Formaps, descriptive circulars, and sum-

mer resort papers, or other information not

obtainable at your local ticket office, write
tothe

GEN'L PASS. AGENT, C. & N.-W. RY

CHICAGO, ILL.

Travels in Faith from

Tradition to Reason.

By ROBERT C. ADAMS .

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.40; or

any one or more at 20 cts. each (with Cata-

logue when desired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee, Wis .

Robert G. Ingersoll's Writings.

Only authorized editions .

Vol. I.-THE GODS, and Other
Lectures . Contents: "The Gods,"

"Humboldt," "Thomas Paine," "Individ-

uality," "Heretics and Heresies . " 12mo,

253 pages . Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. II.-THE GHOSTS, and OtherLectures. Contents: "The Ghosts,"

"The Liberty of Man, Woman, and

Child,""The Declaration of Independ-ence,"," "About Farming in Illinois,"

"The Grant Banquet Toast," "The Past
rises before me like a Dream," "Tribute
to Rev. Alexander Clark," "Tribute to
Ebon C. Ingersoll." 12mo, 243 pages.
Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

Vol. III -SOME MISTAKES OF
MOSES. 12mo, 278 pages. Cloth, $1.25;

paper,50 cents.

J. HART & CW.. CIENTIFIC MERICAN

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa.

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points in Europe. Agency
for the American Line of Steamers .

Modern Thinkers,

SOLL.

Principally upon Social Science.

By Prof. VAN BUREN DENSLOW, LL.D.

With Introduction by ROBERT G. INGER-

Including critical analyses of

Swedenborg as a Seer, of Adam Smith

as an Economist, of Jeremy Bentham as

a Law Reformer, of Thomas Paine and

Junius as Political Revolutionists, of

Charles Fourier as a Socialist, of Her-

bert Spencer and Ernst Haeckel as Evo-

lutionists , and of Auguste Comte as a

Positivist, with an Essay on Wealth in

its Relations to Christian Ethics.

The Fifth Edition has just been issued.

"Upon the question of money, this volume

contains the best thing I have ever read. "-

R. G. Ingersoll (in Introduction).

"We confess that, if we stood on the

ground on which Mr. Spencer stands, we

should find it difficult to prevent ourselves

from being pushed by the stalwart arm of

Dr. Denslow's logic into the gulf of ethical

nihilism."-Prof. Goldwin Smith.

"Now, the whole force of this case de-

pends upon the assertion of Goldwin Smith

that Dr. Van Buren Denslow is a disciple of

Herbert Spencer. But the assertion is not
true any sense in any degree. On the

contrary, Dr. Denslowis an penantagonist
of Mr. Spencer. His essay on Spencer's

Philosophy, first published in the Chicago
Times, while speaking of the man in the
usual terms of perfunctory compliment, as
have also Goldwin Smith and the Saturday

Review, is adverse, carping, and deprecia-

tory on every point that he considers. The
criticism was regarded as so damaging that

Spencer's friends were told theymust reply

Vol. IV.-INGERSOLL ON TAL- to it or forever hold their peace; and we
MAGIAN THEOLOGY. (New.) were confidently assured that the last we

443 pages. Cloth, gilt top, $2.00; plain

cloth, $1.25; paper 50 cents.

WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE

SAVED ? 89 pages, 12mo. Paper, 25
cents.

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, A

series of articles on the Christian Relig-

ion, byCol. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, Judge
JEREMIAH S. BLACK, and Prof. GEORGE

P. FISHER. The only complete and au-

thorized edition. One volume, 8vo, 143

pages. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents .

VINDICATION OF THOMAS
PAINE, from the attacks of the
New York Observer. By ROBERT G.

INGERSOLL. Paper, 25 cents.

Just Published :

Ingersoll's Lectures Complete.
In one superb volume, 1306 pages, octavo,

half calf, gilt, mottled edges. Price, post-

paid, $5.00.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CIVIL

RIGHTS MASS MEETING, held

at Lincoln Hall, Washington, D.C.. Octo-

ber 22, 1883. Containing the speeches of

Hon. FREDERICK DOUGLASS and Col.

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Large size, ос-

tavo . Paper, price 15 cents .

should ever hear of Spencer's system was
the thud of the clods that Denslow had

thrown upon its coffin."-Prof. Youmans, in

Popular Science Monthly and in Introduc-
tion to Current American Edition of the

Data ofEthics .

Stephen Pearl Andrews, as political ex-

ecutor of the late 'Thomas Paine, is as
fiercely indignant at Mr. Denslow's analysis
of Paine's politics as Prof. Youmans is at

his assault on Spencer's Philosophy. On
the other hand, George Jacob Holyoake

ESTABS HED 1846 .

(

The most popular Weeklynewspaper

devoted to science, mechanics, engineering, dis

coveries, inventions and patentseverpublished. Every

number illustrated with splendid engravings. This

publication, furnishes &most valuable encyclopedia of

informationwhich no person should be without. The

popularity of the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN is such that
its circulation nearly equals that of all otherpapers of
its class combined. Price, $3.20 a year. Discount to

Clubs. Sold by all newsdealers. MUNN & CO., Pub

lishers. No. 361 Broadway, N. Y.

ATENTS.

Munn& Co. have also

had Thirty-Seven
Years' practice be-

forethePatent Office,

andhave prepared more than One Hun-

dred Thousand applications for pat-

ents in the United States and foreign

countries. Caveats, Trade-Marks, Cops-

rights, Assignments, and all other papers

for securing to inventors their rights inthe

P
United States, Canada, England, France,

Germany and other foreign countries, prepared
at short notice and on reasonable terms.

Information as to obtaining patents cheerfully

given without charge. Hand-books of informa-
tion sent free. Patents obtained throughMunn

&Co. are noticed in the Scientific Americanfree.

The advantage ofsuch notice iswell understood byall

personswhowish todispose of theirpatents.
Address MUNN & CO., Office SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN,

361 Broadway, New York.

INVESTORS
should confer with the

WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO. ,

LAWRENCE, KANSAS.

First Mortgage Real Estate Loans paid
in New York. Absolute Satisfaction

GUARANTEED. For reliability, consult Third

Nat. Bank. N. Y. City. or Nat. Bank, Lawrence, Kan.

Security large. Interest promptly paid.

Send for pamphlet with testimonials, sample forns, etc.

F. M. Perkins, Pres . N.FF Hart, L. H. Perkins, Sec.

J. T. Warne . V. Pres . Auditor. (C. W.Gillett, Treas

{

The Secret of the East ;
OR,

The Origin of the Christian Religion

and the Significance of its

Rise and Decline.

By FELIX L. OSWALD, M.D.

Handsomelybound incloth. Price$1.00.

"The work covers a great amount of crit-

ical and historical ground independentlyof

the Buddhistic analogies; it is in fact a vig-

orous, uncompromising outline ofChristian
history, with all the weakness and wicked-
ness mercilessly dragged into daylight....

The case against the Christian Church is a

marvellously strong one. The superstitions
and miseries of mediævalism, the woes,

tortures, burnings, rackings, and brutalities
accomplished in the name of Christianity,

are set in blackest array. TheNature-wor-
ship of the paganGreeks and Romans is set

speaks of the analysis of Paine's political in contrast. Nor is Dr. Oswald verygener-
philosophy as "the most masterly refutation
of it extant, without showing in his words temporary Christianity. To him, it is a

or inhismind any enmity against the great

agitator whom heconfutes."

The late Dr. George M. Beard, of New

York,wrote to the author: "Your critique

on Spencer's Data of Ethics has all the

force of a discovery in ethics, and is of

great value. It deserved to be made the

subject of a separate treatise."

ous in admission of improvement incon

hurtful supernaturalism, impeding science,
diffusing pessimism, promoting hypocrisy,

and repressing the physical nature. His

book is remarkably well written, brilliantly
concise in style, and, aside from its special

theories, of considerable scientific and his-
toric value."-Boston Evening Transcript.

Sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt ofprice

by the INDEX ASSOCIATION, 44 Boylston

BELFORD CLARKE & CO. , Publishers, Street, Boston, Mass.

CHICAGO , ILL.

Fine Cabinet Photographs

Charles Darwin,

Prof. Huxley,

OF

Prof. Tyndall,

John Fiske,

Herbert Spencer,

PROSE- POEMS AND SELEC-

TIONS from the writings and sayings

of Col. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. Embel-

lished with a steel-engraved portrait of

the author. Beautifully printed on ele- R. W. Emerson,

gant white paper, and in every way a

splendid book for the centre table. Price

$2.50.

For sale at THE INDEX office, 44 Boylston

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25. Street, Boston.

THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT: The Success and Failure of Protestantism.

Its Philosophical Basis ; Its Gen-

eral Aims ; Its Relation to Chris-

tianity, Unitarianism, and Free

Religion.

THREE ADDRESSES BEFORE THE FREE RE-

LIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, BOSTON, MAY 30,

by Messrs . W. M. SALTER, W. L.

SHELDON, and S. B. WESTON.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price 15 cents.

before the Society

Culture of Chicago, by W. M. SALTER.

Price 10 cents. For sale at THE INDEX

office.

THE PROBLEM OF POVERTY.
ALecture delivered before the Society

for Ethical Culture of Chicago. For

sale at THE INDEX office. Price 10 cts .

THE ABSENCE OF DESIGN IN

NATURE. By Prof. H. D. GARRISON.
A Lecture delivered before the Philo-

sophical Society of Chicago. Price 10
cte. For sale at THE INDEX office .

H. W. Longfellow,

Charles Sumner,

Wendell Phillips,

W. L. Garrison ,

Theodore Parker,

Geo. Jacob Holyoake,

Felix Adler,

M. J. Savage,

F. E. Abbot,

Frances Power Cobbe,

0. W. Holmes,

J. G. Whittier,

Geo. Wm. Curtis,

andwill be sent by mail to any address onare for sale at this office at50cents each,

receipt of price.

Address THE INDEX,

44Boylston St. , Boston, Mass .

Man ---Whence and Whither ?

By RICHARD B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.B.

Price $1.00.

For sale at THE INDEX office.

THE INVESTIGATOR.

Published every week at the Paine Memo

rial , Appleton Street, Boston, Mass.

Volume Fifty-second.

Price $3.00per annum; 75 cts. for three

months to trial subscribers.

The INVESTIGATOR, as heretofore or since

its first commencement upward of half a

century ago, is devoted to the welfare, im-

provement, and happiness of men and
women here and now, in this world, the

only world of which there is any positive or

demonstrated knowledge. This is the IN-
VESTIGATOR's basis of ac on, and the best

exertions of its manages will always be
used to render it a free and independent

journal devoted to the development and
promotion of genuine Liberalism, or Uni-

versal Mental Liberty, Free Thought, Free
Inquiry, Free Speech, and a FreePress.

JOSIAH P. MENDUM,

PAINE MEMORIAL BUILDING,

Appleton St., Boston, Mass.
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THE German citizens of Boston and vicinity are

arranging for memorial exercises in connection

with theplacing of a monument over the grave of

Carl Heinzen in the Forest Hills Cemetery.

The late Archbishop Purcell's creditors wrote to

thePlenary Council at Baltimore: "People are be-

ginning to think that, if heaven needs all the sub-

stance of the widow and orphan to keep the cler-

ical profession in affluence and splendor, it is time

to retire from the sanctuary and delve for some

other scheme of salvation."

RECENT disclosures are not creditable to the

"highest" circles of London life. Only a few

months ago, the papers recorded the death of Mr.

Justice Williams in a brothel at Nottingham, at-

,tended in his last moments by painted prostitutes,

which last week found a counterpart in the an-

nouncement that Hon. George Hubert, Dean of

Hereford, who is fifty-nine years of age and enjoys

a stipend of $5,000 a year, is brother of the Earl

of Powis, and has been a great sportsman, had

been committed for trial for outrageously indecent

conduct in company with disreputable characters

inHyde Park.

The Salvation Army officers distributed circulars

lately in Salem, this State, of which the following

is a copy : " Salvation army, ho ! Hallo ! who is

this ? Why, Kansas Jack ! The Salvation Army's

saved desperado, who will swoop down onus and

lasso as many of the devil's braves as possible,

haulingthem into the kingdom of Jesus Christ, of

which through grace he is now a subject. But

who is this fellow ? Why, Captain Walsh, the

converted minstrel from Brooklyn city, who will

speak, play, and sing for the glory of Godand the

good of your soul. The best thing out ! Take it

all in. Meeting commences at 8 P.M. Collection

at the door to save disturbance. Everybody ex-

pected to give. Give your heart to Jesus."

SAYS the Springfield Republican : "Rev. Mar-

tin K. Schermerhorn's purpose to join the Protes-

tant Episcopal Church is surprising chiefly because,

when last heard from, hewas bent upon organizing

a theistic church in New York City, which should

not affirm the Christian religion any more than the

Buddhist or the Brahman or the Hebrew, but

should rest on those principles of radical unity

found in the existence of one God and the pursuit

of good. This venture probably proved a failure .

He compiled his Sacred Scriptures of the World

for use in the pulpit, and left the Unitariansbe-

cause they were not ripe for his catholicity. This

happened two or three years ago, whenhe resigned

from the Channing Memorial Church at Newport,

R.I. Mr. Schermerhorn is a bright and graceful

writer and speaker, but not a strong man; and he

will bevery much at home inthe Episcopal Church,

where his religion of humanity will meet with the

most generous indulgence."

MANY of the Harvard students have signed a

petition to the Board of Overseers, which asks that

the attendance at prayers be made voluntary for

those students who aretwenty-one years old, and that

for boys under age attendance be made optional, ac-

cording to the wishes of their parents or guardians .

A correspondent of Crimson, the college paper,

writes : "There will be a canvass of the college,

and we hope that every one will sign. If every

one will show an interest in this movement, we

have better prospects of succeeding than we have

ever had before. " One of the students, asked by

a representative of a Boston paper, "How do the

students regard morning prayers?" replied, "As an

exercise to be got rid of, if possible." To the

question, "What wouldbe the effect of making

attendance on prayers voluntary ?” he said : "I don't

believe fifteen men would go to them. Some fel-

lows go now willingly, because the habithas grown

upon them, and it is a convenient way to start the

day; but they mightjust as well at the prayer hour

go over to the Delta and walk with uncovered

heads once around the statue of John Harvard."

The students, generally, regarded it as "a mock-

ery from a religious point of view." A writer in

the Boston Transcript says that "for the cause of

religion there is woful need of saying that perfunc-

tory religion of the college-morning-prayers sort

is a delusion, and that to enforce such perfunctory

delusive pietism is a scandal which ought tobe

abated. If there were any possible way to make

college morning prayers genuine and useful to

those who incline to pietism, and to such as might

be freely drawn to attend for the sake of possible

benefit, the plea against compulsory attendance

would yet stand just where the students put it.

But there is no way, never has been any, and never

could be any. Morning prayers have no use but

that of apolice muster, and there is nothing more

imperatively demanded at this moment than their

cessation, that an injury to religion, as well as the

scandal of their enforcement, may be abated. "

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

THE dedication of the new church of the Unita-

rian Society of East Saginaw, Mich., on Thursday,

November 23, was a very sensible and interesting

affair. The exercises were opened with an organ

voluntary, which was followed by the chorus, "Joy,

Joy, Freedom To-day," sung by the choir. Short

selections from the Scriptures and from the writ-

ings of noted men were read by Mr. Rowland

Connor, when the choir sang a beautiful dedica-

tory song, the words and music of which were

arranged for the occasion. Addresses were deliv-

ered by Mr. F. E. Kittredge, Mr. Charles Ellis,

and Mr. Connor, a trinity of heretics. Mr. Connor

said that the society was indebted to Hebrews,

Christians, and free thinkers. On the subscription

paper were the names of Congregationalists, Pres-

byterians, Baptists, Methodists, Lutherans, Catho-

lics, Episcopalians, Spiritualists, and Materialists ;

and, "whatever the motives which had led to these

subscriptions, they at least testified to good fellow-

ship and public spiritedness as well as to the decay

of bigotry. " The departure from conventional

methods of church building had, he said, been

dictated not by a spirit of innovation,but by the

needs of the society and the community. Their

Sunday-school and social rooms were intended to

give opportunities for the organization of literary

and scientific clubs, for the instruction of children

in morality, and for that social intercourse which,

rightly enjoyed, is the flower of civilization. Their

main audience roomhad been shaped from similar

motives. They desired a room in which, so far as

possible, all might see and hear with equal ease.

Church building in this country had been pat-

terned too much after the European cathedral,

which was adapted to the confessional, to proces-

sions, to worship only. They needed a building

for preaching primarily, and it was this need which

had shaped the main room and gallery and ar-

ranged the seats. The seats were indeed a great

departure from the ordinary and often uncomfort-

able church pew; and, because of their introduc-

tion, some newspapers had charged the Unitarians

with trying to make church-going pleasant and

comfortable. They were willing to admit the

essential correctness of the charge. Mr. Connor

dedicated the church to Truth, Justice, and Love.

The report in the East Saginaw News, from which

the above is condensed, says : " The services closed

bythe singing of a hymn to the air of 'Old Hun-

dred,' in which the words Justice, Truth, and

Love were used as those of the Trinity are in the

Doxology." A radical liberal writes from East

Saginaw: "The work was done in the broadest
manner, and there were no theological limitations

whatever. The society is liberal and progressive

in every way. The church is a perfect gem

throughout, and is a great credit to the society

and a most worthy monument to Mr. Connor's

patient perseverance. Liberalism can have no

better advocate in the highest and best sense than

he is, and no surer gain than the establishment of

such societies or churches as his." Of the entire

correctness of this statement we have no doubt.

We congratulate Mr. Connor on his great success.
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CATHOLIC PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS.

We called attention two weeks ago to the rapid

development in this country of the policy of the

Roman Catholic Church to withdraw Catholic chil-

dren from the public schools and educate them in

parochial schools under its own supervision. We

pointed out the danger to republican institutions

which this policy threatens, and raised the ques-

tionwhether anything can be done to avert it. To

this question we now return.

That the Catholics have a perfect legal right to

institute schools of their own for the education of

their own children is, of course, to be admitted.

They have the same right to do this which Episco-

palians, Methodists, Baptists, or any other sect,

have; and no statute in this country can interfere

with this right. But, this right being conceded on

the ground of liberty of conscience, the State must

firmly stand by its unsectarian public school sys-

schools should be freed from those religious exer-

cises to which the conscientious Catholic objects.

And, even if these reasons did not exist, justice

demands that these exercises should be abolished,

not only for the sake of the Catholics,but many

other citizens; and what justice demands should

bedone.

2. The State should strenuously resist any at-

tempt on the part of the Catholics to secure a

division of the public school fund for the support

of their own schools. This attempt will doubtless

be made. The Catholic Review is already advocat-

ing it. In its last week's issue, it commended for

adoption in the United States the usage in the

Canadian Province of Quebec, which makes "a

fair division of public funds to Catholics and

Protestants alike, according to the relative number

of each." To meet all attempts of this sort,

whether made by Catholics or any other denomi-

nation, every State and the United States should

tem as one of the strongest ultimate defences of ❘ have a constitutional provision prohibiting public

this same freedom of conscience and as a neces-

sary bulwark of republican government. Let there

be on the part of the State no weakening in the

position that, as a matter of self-preservation, it

must provide and guarantee a common school edu-

cation, open and free alike to the childrenof all

citizens. And, in order that it may the better

maintain this position against the antagonism of

the Catholic Church or the indifference of any

other sect, there are certain measures that ought

tobe adopted and rigidly adhered to.

1. The public schools should at once be made

really as well as theoretically unsectarian. They

are not generally so now, and will not be until the

reading of the Bible as a religious exercise, and

other special forms of worship, are excluded from

them. This is a simple act of justice which it is

a public wrong to delay. Not only do Catholics

object on the ground of conscience to their chil-

dren being obliged to join in reading the Protes-

tantBible or in Protestant ceremonies of worship,

but Jews, agnostics, free thinkers, may and do

object for their children on similar ground. And

since the public schools are supported by the im-

partial taxation of all citizens, and all kinds of

religious believers and non-believers are thus called

upon to pay for them, it is a manifest injustice

that they should be used to secure an advantage to

any one religious sect or group of sects. It is

true that this exclusion of the present form of

religious exercises from the public schools would

not now meet the objection to these schools made

by those Catholics who are most eager to establish

their parochial schools. Their objection is to the

secular school system as such, and their aim is to

have schools in which religious instruction canbe

imparted under their own supervision. But not

all Catholics have yet been brought to this posi-

tion. It is evident, from the article in the Catholic

Review to which we referred two weeks ago, that

there is not a little of "indifference" and "oppo-

sition" even among Catholics to the parochial

schools. Many of them prefer the public schools

as better than their priestly schools, and think that

the Church may amply provide for religious instruc-

tion elsewhere. Others, perhaps, do not like the

idea that their children should be brought up as a

religious clan by themselves. Theysee that this is

a free country, with political and social opportu-

nities open to all; but they foresee that these oppor-

tunities are more likely to be gained by those who

have been educated amidst public interests and

relations than by those who have been closely

guarded within an ecclesiastical enclosure. For

these reasons, it is still important, as one means of

resisting the present Catholic policy with regard

to education in this country, that the public

taxation or the use of public funds for the support

of any sectarian schools. In this country, where,

notwithstanding certain exceptions in practice, the

avowed principle is completely to separate ecclesi-

astical from civil administration, there can be no

half-way work in such a matter as this. Either

the public school system must be put above the

reach of all sectarian control and aims whatsoever

or else it must be entirely abandoned, and educa-

tion be given up to such voluntary support as can

besecured for it. No republican government in this

age will take the latter course. So to do would be

suicide. Nor can any State in this country con-

sistently or safely undertake to raise money by

taxation for the maintenance of denominational

schools over which it has no control. To secure

fairness, the public school money would not merely

have to be divided into two portions, Catholic and

Protestant, but it must be apportioned impartially

among all the different sects and religions that are

represented in the community, and also to those

who adhere to no religious sect. Such an anoma-

lous system in the United States would be full of

mischief. It would be manifestly unjust that the

fund should be divided in proportion to the num-

ber of scholars in the various religious groups,

since no right of representation in the management

of the schools would go with the taxation. The

onlyplausible plea on the ground of justice would

be that each of the groups should receive for its

own schools that part of the funds which has come

from the taxes of its own members,-a plan which

would necessitate that assessors should classify

tax-payers according to their religious beliefs ! It

is a fundamental principle of government in the

United States that the State knows its citizens,

not as Catholics nor Episcopalians nor Baptists

nor Jews nor Liberals, but only as citizens ; and

no civil government here would assume the duty

of taxing the citizens according to the lines of a

denominational checker-board for the support of

schools of their multifarious forms of belief. The

only alternative is a system of common schools

non-denominational, non-sectarian, supported by

the impartial taxation of all citizens, and open

impartially to the children of all citizens. If any

class of citizens choose, for any reason, to establish

and support other schools for their children, this

they have a right to do; but they cannot justly

plead to have their share of the public school fund

remitted to them. If remitted in one case, it must

be remitted in all cases of the kind; and the result

would be the destruction of the public school sys-

tem, on which the very prosperity and safety of

republican institutions rest.

3. The public schools should be made so good

that Catholic parents, as all others, will see that

their children will suffer detriment by not attend-

❘ing them. And here there is much chance for im-

provement. Though the public schools are by no

meansopen to all the chargeswhichmany Catholic

zealots bring against them, yet they are capable

of being made greatly better than they are. This

their best friends are beginning to see, and vari-

ous reforms are already proposed. It is certain

that, for the money expended upon the public

schools, much better results might be secured in

preparing the young for the various duties of soci-

ety and citizenship. Reform should aim at three

points: first, to train the mental faculties to work

accurately rather than to stuff the mind with

knowledge ; second, greatly to increase moral in-

struction and training; third, to graft industrial

education upon the public school system. With

reforms in the directions here indicated, such

as many of our wisest educators are now advo-

cating, our public schools might be made so ex-

cellent that parochial schools, even if upheld by

the rigid authority of the Roman Catholic Church,

would find it difficult to compete with them; and

the more enlightened Catholics would not be

likely to submit readily to the double taxation

which the parochial schools necessitate,when they

would only be getting a plainly inferior article.

And, finally, since education is so all-important

as a condition of republican government that the

government is under obligation to guarantee a

certain amount of education to all children in its

domain, it might well be maintained that, even if

parents choose to send their children toparochial

or private schools, the government should have a

right to establish some method for examining

these children annually within the limits of the

common school age, in order to ascertain whether

they are receiving the requisite amount and kind

of schooling; and one requirement at such exam-

inations, as well as in public schools, should be

ability on the part of the older pupils to show that

they had been instructed, to a certain extent, in

thehistory and free institutions of their owncoun-

try. The necessity of meeting such public exam-

inations would tend to counteract some of the evil

effects of sectarian parochial schools.

Wм. Ј. РотTER.

THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH AND WOMAN.

III.

In one of the essential doctrines of Christianity,

-namely, self-sacrifice, women have been care-

fully trained, until, as John Stuart Mill says, that

has come to be their pet virtue. This is nowhere

better illustrated than in their religion. There is

no depth of personal degradation they have not

touched in the religious worship and sacrifice of

ancient civilizations, and no humiliations of the

spirit that mortals can suffer when ostracised by

those in no way superior to themselves that edu-

cated women in our day have not endured. See-

ing this, I have endeavored at manyof our suffrage

conventions to pass some resolutions embodying

the idea that woman's first duty was self-develop-

ment; and at last, after a prolonged struggle and

much opposition, even by women themselves, the

following resolutions were passed at our thirtieth

anniversary, held in Rochester, July, 1878:-

Resolved, That, as the first duty of every individual

is self-development, the lessons of self-sacrifice and

obedience taught woman by the Christian Church

have been fatal, not only to her ownvital interests,

but through her to those ofthe race.

Resolved, That the great Principle of the Protestant

Reformation, the right of individual conscience and

judgment, heretofore exercised byman alone, should

now be claimed bywoman; that, in the interpretation

of Scripture, she should be guided byher own reason,

and not the authority of the Church.
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Resolved, That it is through the perversion of the

religious element inwoman, playing upon her hopes

and fears of the future, holding this life with all its

highduties in abeyance to that which is to come, that

she and the children she has trained have been so

completely subjugated bypriestcraftand superstition.

ing the interests of woman, is, in ameasure, respon- outrages she has been taught to believe are or-

sible for the wrongs she suffers to-day.

Do our sons in their theological seminaries rise

from their studies of the Bible, and the popular

commentaries on the passages of Scripture con-

The following Sunday, the Rev. A. H. Strong,❘ cerning woman's creation and position in the scale

D.D. , President of the Baptist Theological Semi-

nary of that city, preached a sermon especially

directed against these resolutions, which met

strong clerical criticism and opposition by all the

fraternity in the Statewho chanced to see reports

of the proceedings.

One amusing episode in that convention isworthy

ofnote. Frederick Douglass, whohas always done

noble service in our cause, was present. But his

intellectual vision being a little obscured that

warm afternoon, he opposed the resolutions, speak-

ing with agreat deal of feeling and sentiment of

the beautiful Christian doctrine of self-sacrifice.

When he finished, Mrs. Lucy Coleman, always

keen in pricking bubbles, arose and said : "Well,

Mr. Douglass, all you saymay be true; but allow

me to ask you why you did not remain a slave in

Maryland, and sacrifice yourself like a Christian

to your master, instead of running off to Canada

to secure your liberty like a man? We shall

judge your faith, Frederick, by your deeds."

time has come when women, too, would rather run

to Canada to taste some of the sweets of liberty

than to sacrifice themselves forever in the thorny

paths marked out for them byman.

The

Whatever oppressions man has suffered, they

have invariably fallen more heavily on woman.

Whatever new liberties advancing civilization has

brought to man, ever the smallest measure has

been accorded to woman, as a result of church

teaching. The effect of this is seen in every

department of life.

of being, with an addedrespect for their mothers ?

Byno means. Theycome oft-times fresh from the

perusal of what they suppose to be God's will and

law, fresh from communion with the unseen, per-

haps with the dew of inspiration on their lips, to

preach anew the subjection of one half the race to

the other.

A very striking fact, showing the outrages

women patiently endure through the perversion

of their religious sentiments by crafty priests, is

seen in the treatment of the Hindu widow, the

civil law in her case, as in so many others, being

practically annulled by theological dogmas.

"The most liberal of the Hindu schools of juris-

prudence," * says Maine, "that prevailing in Ben-

gal proper, gives a childless widow the enjoyment

of her husband's property under certain restrictive

conditions during her life" ; and in this it agrees

with manybodies of unwritten local custom. If

there are male children, they succeed at once; but,

if there are none, the widow comes in for her life

before the collateral relatives. At the present

moment, marriages among the upper classes of

Hindus being very commonly infertile, a consid-

erable portion of the soil of the wealthiest Indian

province is in the hands of childless widows as

tenants for life. But it was exactly in Bengal

proper that the English, on entering India, found

the suttee, or widow-burning, not merely an occa

sional, but a constant and almost universal prac-

tice with the wealthier classes ; and, as a rule, it

was only the childless widow, and never the widow

with minor children, who burnt herself on her hus-

band's funeral pyre. There is no question that

there was the closest connection between the law

and the religious custom; and the widowwas made

to sacrifice herself, in order that her tenancy for

life might be gotten rid of. The anxiety of her

family that the rite should be performed, which

seemed so striking to the first English observers

of the practice, was in fact explained by the

coarsest motives; but the Brahmins who exhorted

her to the sacrifice were undoubtedly influenced

by a purely professional dislike to her enjoyment

of property. The ancient rule of the civil law,

which made her a tenant for life, could not be

gotten rid of; but it was combated by the mod-

ern institution, which made it her duty to de-

vote herself to a frightful death. The reasoning

on this subject, current even in comparatively an-

cient times, is thus given in the Mitakshava : "The

wealth of a regenerate man is designed for relig-

ious uses; and awoman's succession to such prop-

erty is unfit, because she is not competent to the

performance of religious rites." Thus the liberal

provisions of the civil law were disposed of by

burning thewidow, and shewas made willing for

the sacrifice by a cultivated sense of religious duty.

What is true in this case is true of women in all

ages. They have been trained by their religion

to sacrifice themselves, body and soul, for the men

of their families and to build up the churches.

Wedo not burn the bodies of women to-day; but

wehumiliate them in athousand ways, and chiefly

by our theologies. So long as the pulpits teach

woman's inferiority and subjection,she can never

command that honor and respect of the ignorant

classes needed for her safety and protection.

There is nothing more pathetic in all history

than the hopeless resignation of woman to the

There is nothing so cheap as womanhood in the

commerceof the world. You can scarcely take up

a paper that does not herald some outrages on

woman, from the dignified matron on her way to

church to the girl of fourteen gathering wild

flowers on herway to school. I hold men in high

places responsible for the actions of the lower

orders. The sentiments and opinions expressed by

clergymen and legislators mould the morals of the

highway. So long as the Church and the State,

in their creeds and codes, make woman an outcast,

she will be the sport of the multitude. Whatever

canbe done to dignify her in the eyes of man will

be a shield and helmet for her protection. If the

same respect the masses are educated to feel for

cathedrals, altars, symbols, and sacraments was

extended to the mothers of the race, as it should

be, all these distracting problems, in which their

interests are involved, would be speedily settled.

You cannot go so low down in the scale of being

as to find men who would enter our churches to

desecrate the altars or toss about the emblem of

the sacrament, because they have been educated

with aholy reverence for these things. But where

are any lessons of reverence for woman taught to

the multitude ?

And yet is she not, as the mother of the race,

more exalted than sacraments, symbols, altars, and

vast cathedral domes? Are not the eternal prin-

ciples of justice engraven on her heart more sacred

than canons, creeds, and codes written on parch-

ment by Jesuits, bishops, cardinals, and popes ?

Yetwhere shallwe look for lessons of honor and
respect to her ?

Do our sons in the law schools rise from their

studies of the invidious statutes and opinions of
jurists in regard towomen with a higher respect

for their mothers? Byno means. Every line of
the old common law of England on which the

Americansystemof jurisprudence is based, touch-
*EarlyHistory of Institutions, LectureXI., on the Prop-

erty of MarriedWomen.

dained of God.

ELIZABETH CADY STANTON.

EQUAL RIGHTS.

No one's right to life, property, or liberty should

be in the least interfered with on account of

theological differences. Catholic and Protestant,

Jew and Christian, theist, atheist, and agnostic,

all have equal rights before the law. The only

logical alternative is such persecution as we look

back upon with horror. If the massacre of St.

Bartholomew was wrong, it is because legal equal-

ity, unaffected by doctrinal disagreement, is right.

Justlydoes the constitution of Massachusetts, like

those of other States, guarantee that "no subject

shallbe hurt, molested, or restrained in his person,

liberty, or estate, for worshipping God in the man-

ner and season most agreeable to the dictates of

his own conscience, or for his religious profession

or sentiments, provided he doth not disturb the

public peace or obstruct others in their religious

worship."

Fail to carry out these lofty principles, suffer

any citizen to be liable to molestation or pecu-

niary loss on account of peculiarities in belief, and

there is a double wrong. Not only is the indi-

vidual defrauded, but all the community is injured

by the interruption of that even course of justice

which mustbe kept up sacredly, in order to have

any one's right to life, liberty, orproperty remain

secure.

Precisely this double wrong is now possible in

our enlightened Commonwealth on account of the

statute declaring that evidence of disbelief in Gol

maybe received to affect the credibility of a wit-

ness. Exactly the same phraseology is used of

discharged convicts. So the constitution of Texas,

while it gave negroes the right to testify, added,-

"the credibility of their testimony to be deter-

mined by the court or jury hearing the same."

Texas said that the testimony of a negro mightbe

admitted, but not as equal in value to that of a

white man. Massachusetts says that the testi-

mony of an atheist or agnostic, perhaps a man

like Humboldt or Darwin, or John Stuart Mill

or Herbert Spencer, maybe admitted, but not as

equal in value to that of a Mormon or a Jesuit.

Even if this clause in our statute did nothing

worse than declare that atheists and agnostics as

such are less worthy of belief than other men,

that would be a sufficient reason for its repeal. If

there is anyman whose testimony is to be received

with suspicion, it is not he who will swear to noth-

ing of which he has no personal knowledge, and

who is willing to avow unpopular views which he

holds, not only to his social obloquy,but, in case he

has beenin the ministry, to his constant pecuniary

loss. Is the man who will speak nothing but

what he thinks truth, however much it costs him,

less worthy of belief than the fellowwho comes

ready to swear to anything, nomatterwhat ? Shall

our statutes say to atheists and agnostics : "If you

tell the truth about your views, it may affect your

credibility as a witness. Cover up your unbelief

with hypocrisy, and you will find us ready to be-

lieve all you say. If you want to have your life

and property and those of your friends protected,

you mustdo your best to cheat the State."

Thus, this law teaches immorality plainly, in

spite of the fact that it has not yet been enforced

since its passage, less than thirty years ago. One

of the senatorswhoheard our petition last winter

said that this is a sufficient reason for its repeal.
The law against smoking in the streets was re-

pealed simply because it was a dead letter. We

wantno fossils lumbering up the statute-book and

lessening the authority of laws which ought to be
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in force. And these dead-letter laws sometimes

come to life again, and prove terrible ghosts.

Thus, the old obsolete usage of trial by combat

was called up in England, not manyyears ago, to

let loose a murderer. In 1381, Parliament com-

manded that every sheriff should take an oath to

put down Lollardism; and this custom was kept

up until 1626, when one of these officials protested

against having to swear to attack the national

Church, which had been for nearly seventy years

in power. So the law was repealed as a dead let-

ter; but, if it had remained in force sixty years

longer, it would have proved a dangerous engine

of oppression in the hands of James II. Is

it impossible that sectarian fury may yet stir up

this statute against atheists ? I should not enjoy

testifying in court with a loaded blunderbuss

pointed at me, even if it had never been fired off.

Probably the discharge would not hurt me, but it

might interrupt the proceedings and confuse the

jury so as to prevent doing justice. This seems

tohave been the result, when one of the Star-Route

trials was interrupted by enforcing a statute sim-

ilar to that of Massachusetts. Wisely does Ore-

gondeclare in her constitution, "No person shall

be rendered incompetent as a witness or juror in

consequence of his opinions on matters of religion,

nor be questioned in any court of justice touching

his religious belief, to affect the weight of his tes-

timony." Similar provisions maybe found in the

constitutions and statutes of other States. Michi-

gan and Vermont go so far as to forbid all inquiry

about the religious belief of witnesses, but this is

more than any one has asked of Massachusetts.

No one should ask it. Knowledge of the theolog-

ical position of a witness may be necessary to se-

cure justice. Suppose a medium were prosecuted

for obtaining money under false pretences .

might be very important to know whether the

witnesses were zealous Spiritualists or confirmed

disbelievers in the possibility of going beyond the

known laws of natural phenomena. It ought to

be plainly understood that repealing the portion

of our statutes by which the credibility of a wit

ness may be impugned, simply on account of his

disbelief, would still leave it possible for a lawyer

to ask any questions which really have anything

to do with the merits of the case. No special leg-

islation is needed to enable the judge to say when

it is proper to question a witness about his relig-

ious opinions. All that would be impossible with

out the present law is that any lawyer maynow

get up a free fight about theology, without any

excuse from the nature of the case, but merely in

order to make a false issue, and bewilder the jury

enough to cover up the badness of his cause. Athe-

ists and agnostics are good enough citizens to be

willing to stand any questions likely to secure full

justice. They object only to attempts to delay

justice by wantonly and maliciously assailing their

credibility as witnesses. Prohibition of such petty

persecutionwould still leave it easy for the lawyers

and the jury to find out all the facts they have

any right to know. It should further be remem-

bered that unjustly assailing the credit of a wit-

ness is not likely to injure him, but only some of

the principal parties to the suit, who are not in

the least responsible for his opinions, and maybe

strictly orthodox. It is the interest of every good

citizen to have our courts dispense even-handed

justice without regard to differences about the-

ology.

It

Col.Higginson and other friends of equal rights

have tried repeatedly to cleanse our statutes from

this foul blot. A bill to that effect was passed by

the Senate last winter, but voted down by a small

majority in the House. This year, we shall try

again,as authorized at the last annual meeting of

the Free Religious Association; and we shall keep

on trying until we succeed. Victory cannotbe far

distant, for there are no vested interests in our

way. All the argument is on our side, and noth-

ing is needed but to make the state of things gen-

erally understood. We invite the co-operation of

all reformers, and call earnestly for due notice

from the daily and weekly press. Friends wishing

to sign or circulate our petition, which is given be-

low, are requested to call at The Index office or

address F. M. HOLLAND .

Box 61, CONCORD, MASS.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS .

To the Honorable, the Senate and House of Represen-

tatives , in General Court assembled :-

Your petitioners, citizens of said Commonwealth,

respectfully represent, That the portion of Section 17,

Chapter169, of the Public Statutes of the Common-

wealth, which is in the following words: "And the

evidence of such person's disbelief in the existence

of God may be received to affect his credibility as a

witness," ought to be repealed.

First, Because the principles of justice and freedom

forbid that anyman's character should be impeached

or his testimony disparaged on account of his theo-

logical opinions ;

Second, Because Article II. of the Bill of Rights

guarantees that "no subject shall be hurt, molested,

or restrained, in his person, liberty, or estate, ... for

his religious profession or sentiments";

Third, Because discrediting the testimony of an un-

believer would not injure him, but only some inno-

cent third party, immediately interested in the case ,

andnot responsible for his disbelief;

Fourth, Because, without the aid of the statute,

the judge can allow the introduction of any evidence

tending to advance the ends of justice ;

Fifth, Because the preservation of a dead letter on

the statute-book impairs the authority of all laws

actually in force.

And therefore your petitioners ask that it maybe

repealed.

LIBERAL ORGANIZATION.

An Open Letter to B. F. Underwood.

Dear Sir, I take pleasure in acknowledging

the receipt of your lines of the 29th ult., and note

your suggestion that I state more fully anddefi-

nitely what, in my opinion, "should constitute the

basis of the proposed liberal organization" and

"to what statement of principles and purposes"

I "would have all members subscribe. '

I act upon your suggestion with mingled feel-

ings of pleasure and apprehension; the former,

because my heart is deeply involved in the prob-

lem; the latter, because the more it is so involved

the moredo I dread to be misunderstood.

The entire question of the organization of the

liberal ranks is, in my opinion, but a repetition of

the Columbian problem of placing an egg on end.

Columbus smashed the egg to make it stand. So

I think we should ask all members of the pro-

posed liberal organization to subscribe to those

principles and purposes only to which all members

could conscientiously subscribe .

Allthe social and political agitationof the present

day is, I think, due to the struggle for supremacy

between two radically distinct, as yet unrealized,

civilizations, one finding its fullest imaginative

expression in the social ideals of the Ultra-Catho-

lics (Jesuits), the other in those of the Ultra-Lib-

erals (Socialists). The root of each of these civ-

ilizations is a religious belief drawing sustenance

from the ultimate depths of human wants, affec-

tions, and desires. From each of these roots rise

themajestic trunk and the far-spreading branches

of an ethical system. Each shadowing crown bears

the leaves, flowers, and fruit of a social order. The

two trees are of radically distinct species; but the

peculiarities of the leaves, flowers, and fruit of

the trunk and branches, of the roots and their

ramifications, of each tree, are interdependent, and

determined by certain opposite traits of human

nature, the germs from which they each have

sprung. And the peculiarities of each tree are

the polar opposites of those of the other. A be-

lief in a God distinct from and therefore without

the universe is the tap-root of Ultra-Catholicism.

A belief in a God identical with and therefore

within the universe is the tap-root of Ultra-Lib-

eralism. Hence the true ultra-Catholic expects

all that is good from without, the true Ultra-

Liberal from within,human nature. The fountain

of truth at which the former would drink is rev-

elation; that at which the latter would quench his

thirst, philosophy. The authority of Ultra-Catholi-

cism is armed with the flaming sword of coercion,

that of Ultra-Liberalism with the magic wand of

conviction. All for One Only is the principle

which governs the Ultra-Catholic state ; each one

for all, that which must sway the Ultra-Liberal

community.

From all this, we must conclude that both civili-

zations, that of Ultra-Catholicism as well as that

of Ultra-Liberalism, are necessary and beneficent

manifestations of the social forces, through whose

reciprocal action the development of the human

race is effected. Such indeed would be the deci-

sionof oneoccupying the exalted position of "Sec-

retary of State for Human Society at Large. "

But not only is the profession of such secretaries

of state for human society too much crowded to

be at all profitable, but the span of individual

existence of each of us also is so brief as em-

phatically to necessitate the philosophic man of

action's sinking all considerations of social states-

manship in those of the social partisan, taking

his stand within one rather than above both con-

tending parties.

Notwithstanding this necessity, however, the ad-

vantages of an occasional philosophic,ascent to

the heights of "social statesmanship," where all

human affairs, becoming equidistant from our

point of view, assume their true relative propor-

tions, can scarcely be overestimated. For that

height is not a "cold" height removing us be-

yond all sympathies with mankind : it is but the

height from where we can mete out to all men, of

whatever creed or endeavor, the equal sympathy

of justice. But, for all that, we must not forget

again to descend.

In the social order of our day and country, the

two civilizations of Ultra-Catholicism and Ultra-

Liberalism are incongruously intermingled. This

is the characteristic peculiarity of our so-called

Ifwe have any right and title to the faith that

is in us as to the ultimate triumph of " Liberal-

ism," that right and title must be based upon the

fact that within the incessant change and trans-

formation of opinions by which we are surrounded

there mustbe dominant a constant, unchanging

law of development potent to attract all true rad-

ical Liberals to one pole, all true adical Reaction-

aries to the other pole of its magnetic axis. If

we then can discover the innermost nature of this| "Christian" civilization, a hybrid mixture of

magnetism of the ethical law and its socio-diamet-

rically opposed polarities, we shall be in position

to state not only what principles,-abstracting

from actually existing conditions,-all true radical

Liberals should subscribe to, but also what princi-

ples we would have them subscribe to, when taking

these conditions into consideration.

thoroughly incompatible elements. Not only so-

ciety as such, but even its individual members,

are almost without exception inconsistent and

divided against themselves within the limits of

their personal convictions.

This latter circumstance is one of the chief

obstacles to the successful organization and con-
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tinued prosperity of liberal associations. As I

believe there will be found few Ultra-Catholics

who are not liberal in some of their views, fewer

still are the Ultra-Liberals entirely free from Cath-

olic opinions. Most Ultra-Catholics would cry out

when brought face to face with the legitimate

ultimate consequences of their fundamental prin-

ciples ; most Ultra-Liberals would shrink in horror

from the extreme logical conclusions to be inevi-

tably drawn from the adoption of their social

axioms.

your note, I believe that "The Present Duty of

Radical Liberals" consists in the formation of an

"ethical party." As I there claimed, I hold that

no political party is able to keep the path that

leads to the right without the guiding light of

great moral ideas which it is the office of ethical

parties to maintain, is thrown thereon from on

high. But, since the article referred to was

written, I have become almost convinced that

even more than this is necessary. To be effective

in the performance of its functions, an ethical

party must throw afar-eyed light ; and, to do this,

its beacon must be supported upon the heaven-

aspiring height of a religious party, that is to

say, a church.

As already stated, each of the two civilizations

which incongruously mingle in the modern state

springs from the roots of a religious belief. A

beliefin a God distinctfrom, and therefore without

the universe, is the tap-root of ultra-Catholicism.

A belief in a God identical with, and therefore

within the universe (i.e. , a Unitary Life of the All),

is the tap-root of ultra-Liberalism. All the

various accomplished facts and demands of the

two civilizations are but necessary developments

and logical conclusions from these two deepest

reaching of all fundamental principles. To enter

here upon a detailed demonstration of this fact

would lead me too far; butIhave personally not

the shadow of a doubt that the religious belief in

a Unitary Life of the Universe or All-i.e. , an All-

Being-is a principle to which all true ultra-Lib-

erals can and will eventually subscribe.

Hence it is that the more numerous the mem-

bers of any liberal association are, the fewer will

be the principles and purposes to which all of

them can conscientiously subscribe. Hence it is

also that the method of organizing a liberal associa-

tion becomes almost of more importance than the

choice of purpose which is to form the motive of

its growth. Indeed, in consideration of this cir-

cumstance, I think it of the highest importance

for the continued success of any association that

it should in no case pursue more than one single

purpose. Only in this way can it hope for per-

manence and steady growth. Such restriction

should therefore be embodied in its constitution,

with the proviso that only absolute unanimity

shall effect its abrogation. But, even if the asso-

ciation should be unanimously in favor of the

indorsement of two distinct liberal principles, it

would be much better to duplicate it-i.e. , to form

two associations, one for the advancement of each

purpose-than to pledge one association to the

support of both objects. Such duplicationwould

enable each body to assimilate many who could

not conscientiously become members in both.

Then any number of such societies, each pursuing

a different specified liberal purpose, could main-

tain such relations with each other as would not

coerce the less radical minorities; and this union

of the societies would grow closer with the grad-

ual education in radicalism of the partially dis-

senting more timid Liberals. Each association

would become a school for the further education

of its members in liberal principles, a free field

for propaganda in favor of all the purposes repre-

sented by the other associations. The partially

dissenting timid Liberals could be addressed with

that advantage which would accrue from the re-

moval of all fear of coercion. One special society

should form the tie between all these organiza-

tions. The principle upon which it could be based

must be one which can be demonstrated to un-

derlie and genetically determine all other liberal

principles andpurposes.

Any association, to be effective of public good,

must be organized as a "party militant." As an

army, a "salvation" army of Liberalism, it must

advance upon the enemy. It must not be satis-

fied to "hold the fort" it has all along held: it must

advance and storm the fortifications now occupied

bythe opposing forces. This it can only accom-

plish, if it is properly subdivided, officered, and

drilled. The customary internal grouping of asso-

ciations appears to me little better than that of

a mob. Even the army of the United States, in

which I have served, is, I think, but imperfectly

organized. The machinery of our political life is

unjustly derided. In so far as it favors the coer-

cion of the minority, it is indeed responsible for

much evil ; but the subdivision of political masses,

their officering and training, and the systematic

assignment of the various duties of political

agitation, the performance of which must always

precede each elective battle, is necessary, benefi-

cent, and proper. Any organization of the Lib-

erals of this country, to be effective of good, must

partake of this machinery of political war.

As I stated inone of the articles referred to in

The social demands of Liberals are logically

derivable fromaPantheistic view of the universe,

even though the individual Liberal maintaining

them should decline to be classed as a Pantheist.

Togive a systematic account of these logically con-

nected demands would, however, be the work of

manymonths ; and Imust therefore restrict myself

to the rather unsystematic enumeration of a few

of the more important and available for the pur-

poses of liberal organization.

I. Demands bearing on the Relations of Church and

State.

1. The Abolition of the Exemption of Church Prop-

erty from Taxation.

2. The Abolition of Civil (Legal) Recognition ofRe-

ligiousDays.

3. The Abolition of Civil (Legal) Recognition ofRe-

ligious Marriage .

4. The Abolition of Chaplaincies in Governmental

Organizations.

5. The Abolition of Religious Oaths.

II. Demands bearing on Education .

1. The Abolition of Authoritative Teaching.

2. The Furtherance of DevelopmentalTeaching.

III. Demands bearing on Suffrage and Political Power.

1. The Abolition of Existing Limitations to Suf-

frage.

2. The Inequalization of Suffrage pro rata of Intel-

ligence.

IV. Demands bearing on the Administration of Justice.

1. The Abolition of Private Expense for Justice.

2. The Legalization of the Plea of "Injustice of the

Law."

3. The Enactment of Provisions for Reparation of

Wrongs committed by the State against Individuals.

V. Demands bearing on the Relations of the State to

the Unavoidable Misfortunes of Individuals caused

by Agencies of Nature.

1. The Introduction of Free Insurance of Property

by the State.

2. The Introduction of Free Insurance of Lives by

the State.

VI. Demands bearing on the Relations of Interdepen-

dence in Distress of all Living Beings and their

Affections exclusive of that of Sex.

1. The Organization of Succor from Pain of Living

Beings irrespective of Race or Species.

VII. Demands bearing on the Sexual Relation .

1. The Liberation of the Marriage Contract from

Sectarian Religious Limitations.

VIII . Demands bearing on Property and Taxation .

1. The Abolition of Indirect Taxation.

2. The Enactment of aUniform Tax on Property.

3. The Resorption of Railwaysby the State.

4. The Resorption of Land by the State.

5. The Limitation of Inheritance.

6. The Limitation of Property.

In my opinion, any one of the above enumer-

ated objects of agitation, or anyother single pur-

pose which is in harmony with the fundamental

religious belief of Liberalism in aUnitary Life of

the Universe and its ethical corollary that the

world cannot be reformed by compulsion from

without, but only by conviction from within of the

individuals composing it, will answer as a rallying

cry for a first liberal organization. Yet it cannot

be denied that some of the above-mentioned ob-

jects of desire exert greater influence than others

over the hearts of the liberal masses. Indeed, it

appears probable to me that the demands bearing

on property and taxationwould manifest the great-

est concentrating power ; but, in this, I may very

possibly be mistaken.

Should you be inclined to take the initiative

toward the perfection of a liberal organization

on the lines drawn in this letter, I suggest that

the first step should be to elicit a vote from as

large a number of Liberals as can be reached on

the relative urgency of agitation for the different

objects above enumerated, etc. The purpose

which received a plurality of the votes cast, for

first urgency, would become the purpose of the

first association, the purpose which received the

next highest vote would become the object for

the agitation of which the second organization

would be formed, etc.

Much remains to be said upon the discussion on

which I cannot here enter. But I cannot close

without once more emphasizing the great impor-

tance of the method of organization, also the

necessity of abstaining from the coercion of mi-

norities, and for this reason on the multiplication

of associations, and the restriction of each one to

a single object. Finally, I repeat that, in my opin

ion, the tie which is to unite all these associations

must be a religious one .

Iam, dear sir, very sincerely yours,

CHARLES FROEBEL.

AN IMPORTANT QUESTION.

Recently, a gentleman in Scotland set aside a

large part of his fortune to be expended in efforts to

solve the following question : "What are the best

means, consistent with equity and justice, for caus-

ing a more equal division of the accumulated

wealth of the country, and a more equal division

of the dailyproducts of industry between capital

and labor, so that it may become possible for all

to enjoy a fair share of material comfort and in-

tellectual culture, possible for all to lead a dignified

life, and less difficult for all to lead a good life ?"

Certainly, this is an immensely important ques-

tion. Any one acquainted with current events

in Europe must know that the social problem

there is assuming vast proportions, that the pres-

ent social condition cannot last a long time, and

that there is a demand for a change, which must

come sooner or later through a pacific, judicious

solution of the above question or by violence and

bloodshed. The question is one with which we

on this side of the water are concerned, for the

necessity of answering it will sooner or later press

upon society in this country as it does in the coun-

tries of Europe. Only last Thursday, a thousand

men, in answer to a call, met in Chicago "to ex-
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press their reasons for not giving thanks to the

Lord on the national Thanksgiving Day." Their

rude shields bore inscriptions like these : "Our

capitalistic robbers may thank their Lord that

we, their victims, have not yet strangled them."

"Shall we thank our lords for our misery, destitu-

tion, and poverty ?" "Thanks to our lords who

have the kindness to feast on our earnings." "The

turkeys and champagne upon the tables of our

lords were purchased by us." "Why we don't

thank : because our capitalistic brothers are hap-

pily enjoying our turkeys, our wine, and our

houses." Says the despatch : " A procession,

headed by two red flags and two black flags of

hunger, started off and was wildly cheered; and

about five hundred men fell in behind them and

marched up Michigan Avenue." The band played

the "Marseillaise." Occurrences like these are not

without significance for us.

The trustees of the fund generously set aside

by the Scotch philanthropist (who declines to

allow his name to be made known) have ar-

ranged for a series of select conferences between

delegates representing numerous associations of

capitalists and laborers, and those occupied with

industrial problems. The intention is to have the

discussions of the conferences, with all obtainable

information on the above question, published in a

permanent form, thus bringing together valuable

data, the result of the labors of manydealing with

the subject under very different conditions. The

first conference, it is stated, will be held before the

end of the present year. The Herald of this city,

alluding to the conferences, wisely remarks : "Any-

thing which tends to keep before the public mind

the great evil and danger to society which must

arise from the great disparity of comfort resulting

from our modern industrial life, although it may

shock those who have only a selfish desire for their

own well being and may seemingly give encour-

agement to wild and foolish socialistic agitation,

is none the less desirable. It is not well for any

one to dwell in a fool's paradise, shutting his eyes

ment." From the same number of the Statesman,

the following is taken : "The renewed effort to tax

church property in Massachusetts is inspired by

opposition to Christianity, and especially to any

recognition of Christianity by the State. It is

part of the programme for the secularization of the

State. It proceeds from those familiar enemies of

national religion,-The Index and the Free Relig-

ious Association. Can any one contemplate the

increasing tokens of national godlessness in our

own and other countries set forth in this paper

without the conviction that organized resistance,

in some form, to this wide-spread tendency, is the

solemn and urgent duty of all Christians ?" It is

true that the effort to tax church property is in-

'spiredby opposition to any recognition of Christi-

anityby the State, and is in the direction of com-

plete State secularization ; but the entire movement

is inspired by something deeper,-by a sense of

justice and love of equal rights and religious

freedom. Christianity, like every other religious

system, should depend upon its own merits to

commend itself to the acceptance of men, and not

upon compulsory support enforced by civil power.

All religious beliefs and observances, which do

not violate laws founded upon the principles of

natural morality, should be protected, but none

should be favored by the State. In this great

republic, where the experiment of popular govern-

ment is being tried on a grand scale, every vestige

of the union of Church and State, which has been,

and in some countries still is, a great hindrance

to freedom and progress, should be speedily and

totally abolished. All religions should be left en-

tirely to the voluntary support of those who believe

in or choose to support them. The State should

be entirely secular. If this is "national godless-

ness," then "national godlessness" is national jus-

tice, and is exactly what is needed in the govern-

ment of this country.

"THE renewed effort to tax church property in

Massachusetts" is an effort to advance the cause

of public justice and morality, and deserves the

to the stern teachings of history and experience. ❘ encouragement and support equally of Christians

It is by such blindness, by an unwillingness to

gracefully accept the inevitable, that the great

class outbreaks of the past have been encouraged.

We should be wiser than the Greeks and the

Romans, or the nobility of the ancient régime in

France. We should profit by their sad experi-

ences; and, if radical changes are necessary in our

industrial and social organization, we ought to

patiently search out the best means of effecting

these changes, and build up a public opinion that

willpermit the changes to be made without undue

friction."

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

We will send The Index and the Atlantic Monthly

one year for $6.20.

SAYS the Boston Herald : "Rev. Dr. Burchard

asked in his Sunday sermon the puzzling conun-

drum, 'Why am Inot in heaven?' . Agood many

Blaine men wish he had gone there the day before

the Fifth Avenue visitation."

THE Christian Statesman calls attention to the

fact that "the Free Religious Association is mov-

ing again for the taxation of church property in

Massachusetts," and adds: "Although not in Mas-

sachusetts, we shall bear our part in the discussion,

and shallwatch its progress with interest. It is

really a national question, and the act of Massa-

chusetts will be but an incident in its final settle-

and non-Christians who are opposed to the wrong

of compelling men by law, regardless of their own

convictions, to sustain churches used for religious

worship. Any sect or any system, like the Chris-

tianity of the Christian Statesman, for which in our

opinion it would be unjust to hold Jesus, the free-

thinking Nazarene, responsible, that puts itself in

opposition to public justice and morality, is sure

in this enlightened and progressive age, sooner or

later, to be defeated and damned beyond redemp-

tion. In this belief, The Index will continue to

insist upon the taxation of church property, the

abolition of the judicial oath, the exclusion of

religious exercises from our public schools, the

secularization of Sunday, the discontinuance of

religious proclamations by the President and Gov-

ernors of States, and such other reforms as are

necessary to effect a complete separation of Church

and State. This righteous movement, inaugurated

in Europe by the French Revolutionists, introduced

into this country at the beginning of our national

existence by Jefferson and Paine, encouraged by

Washington and Franklin, advocated half a cen-

tury later by the able pens of Judge Thomas

Herrtell and Judge E. P. Hurlburt of New York

and Abner Kneeland of this city, and by The Index

from the date of its foundation, and many years

earlier by Houston's Correspondent, Owen and

Frances Wright's Free Inquirer, Vale's Beacon, the

Investigator, and other liberal papers, is right ; and

it must ultimately triumph. It has of late suffered

from the folly of some of its short-sighted friends,

as has every other reform in some period of its

progress ; but, being in accord with the moral and

progressive spirit and tendencies of the age,

neither the mistakes of friends nor the opposition

of enemies will discourage its adherents or prevent

its success.

THE Christian Union says of Carlyle:-

There is not a note of joy in any line of any letter

or any entry in any journal. His life was one long

November day. He bore its cold blasts bravely; but

he never knew an intermission in the storm, never

saw a ray of sunlight breaking through the gray

clouds. He never so much as heard the voice,

"Come unto me and rest." "My life here these three

years has been sere and stern, almost frightful ; noth-

ing but eternity beyond it, in which seemed any

peace." This one sentence gives a true picture, not

of three years merely, but of the whole eighty-five.

The best that Natural Religion can everhope to give

the world it has given in Thomas Carlyle. If there

is in his letters any trace of acquaintance with the

Christianity of Jesus Christ, we have failed to dis-

cover it.

Among the causes that made Carlyle's life "sere

and stern, almost frightful," most powerful was

that Christian theology, the sad effect of which on

Scotch character is described by Buckle, the influ-

ence of which (chiefly by inheritance) but partly

by education, affected profoundly the entire life of

Carlyle. He outgrew belief in it as a system, but

he could not outgrow the effects of generations of

ancestral belief and the mood induced thereby. It

is doubtless true that his life would have been

more harmonious and happy, could he have re-

mained in that belief. Much that was anomalous,

incongruous, and discordant in his disposition was

due to an intellectual development involving the

extinction of this faith, and the persistence of traits

and tendencies which through many generations

had been largely formed and fostered by it, and

which in his strong nature, severed from their

source of renewal and in conflict with his positive

convictions, made him continually at war with

himself as well as in antagonism to others. That

"the best that Natural Religion can everhope to

give the world it has given in Thomas Carlyle,"

there is no reason to believe. There are many

reasons for thinking otherwise. Carlyle was, all

admit, in many respects great. He had rugged

strength of character and moral integrity, he was

a scornful hater of shams, he was for the genuine

and the true according to his understanding. His

writings have stimulated and encouraged many,

and will continue to do so in the future. But a

deep and noble philanthropy he did not possess,

his judgments of men and measures were gener-

ally distorted by unreasonable prejudices, he was

opposed or indifferent to the best reforms of the

age, he had no sympathy with the weak and the

oppressed, he was unable to appreciate the labors

of our foremost men of science. He disparaged

and abused men who were his superiors in impor-

tant respects, and he was a chronic grumbler.

Such a character with all its undeniable greatness

is certainly not "the best that Natural Religion

can ever hope to give the world." The character

of Emerson, of John Stuart Mill, of George Eliot

is far more admirable.

THE Convention of the American Woman Suf-

frage Association recently held in Chicago was a

great success. "Hershey Hall," says the Religio-

Philosophical Journal, "was packed at every session

by as fine-looking an audience as was ever gath-

ered within its walls. Mrs. Mary B. Clay pre-

sided; andthe leading speakers were Dr. Blackwell,

Lucy Stone, Mrs. Livermore, Mrs. H. T. Cutler,

Dr. Mary Thomas, Mrs. Haggart, and Mr. Foulke

of Indiana. Probably no meeting with the same

object was ever held in this city which accom-

plished as much. Undoubtedly, a stronger im-

petus has been given to the work, which will grow
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BOSTON, DECEMBER 4, 1884.

THE INDEX is published every Thursday, at No. 44 Boyl-

ston Street, Boston, by an incorporated Boardof Trustees

nominated by the Free Religious Association. Terms :

Three dollars peryear, in advance.

THE objects of THE INDEX may be defined by the objects

of the Free Religious Association ; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-

lowship in the spirit, and to encourage the scientific study

of man's religious nature and history" ; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks

these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.

It would subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations-the Christian no less

than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipate Re-

ligion from bondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-

tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

may be put more effectually to the service of a higher

Morality and an improved Social Welfare.

J. POTTER,

BENJAMINFUNDERWOOD, :::::::} Editors .

NO WRITERS in THE INDEX, editorial or other, are to be

regarded as speaking in behalf of the Free Religious Asso-

ciation as a whole; nor is any writer to be held responsible

for any opinions expressed in its columns except his own.

For all unsigned editorial matter, B. F. UNDERWOOD, the

office editor, is responsible.

in strength as time passes." The same paper adds :

"Mrs. Livermore, in one of her speeches, animad-

verted upon that stock objection to woman suf-

frage; to wit, if women are given the ballot, their

voteswill be largely controlled by the clergy. In

the course of her remarks thereon, she said, 'The

Boston Index parades this before its readers con-

stantly.' To the large majority of her hearers, no

other inference was possible than that The Index

was an opponent of woman suffrage : whereas,

nothing could be further from the truth. Mrs.

S. A. Underwood, the wife of the junior editor of

The Index and a regular writer on that paper, is

apronounced and active suffragist. Mr. Under-

wood is in full sympathy with the movement, so

far as we know. The assertion that this danger

does attend the ballot in the hands of women has

at first blush some force ; and, no doubt, it has been

pointed out by the correspondents in The Index, as

it has in most liberal papers. The journal is in no

fear that the ballots of the women of America can

be used by the preachers and priests against relig-

ious liberty. But all such objections are evasions

ofthe issue. The question of suffrage for women

is one of right and justice, not of favor or expedi-

ency. How they will vote when the ballot box is

reached is no man's business. Of one thing we

may be sure, however : when women do vote, the

polling places will not be approached through

back alleys and the ballots handed in at the rear

windows of drunkard factories. Neither will

women enter the gin-mills by the front door after

depositing their ballots, as many men now do."

To the comments of the Journal, we may add that

both editors of The Index have for years advo-

cated woman suffrage. Neither has ever urged

the above objection against it, nor do we think

that it has been presented in these columns by cor-

respondents more than two or three times within

thepast three years. In almost every number of

thepaper appears some word in favor of the rights

ofwoman. Among our contributors are some of

the most talented and best known advocates of

woman suffrage, and their articles have commanded

wide attention . The allusion to The Index, there-

fore, which Mrs. Livermore is reported to have

made in Chicago, has no foundation in truth,-in-

deed, conveys an impression the opposite of the

truth. And we cannot understand how this tal-

ented andworthy ladycould have made the allu-

sion, for she takes The Index and must know its

character. She may have been misunderstood.

We shallmake inquiry of Mrs. Livermore.

For The Index.

THEOLOGY'S DEMAND.

'Tis not enough that man must be enslaved,

And all his nature warped to fit a creed ;

That faith, undoubting, be his only hope,

His mind from priestly pow'r be never freed ;

That bigotry entraps his reason still,

With false assumption of a right decreed.

'Tis not enough that woman, too, is held

In hopeless bondage, where her soul is chained

By stubborn dogmas grim and gaunt and old ;

That her fair purity of heart is stained

By contact with confessional and cant,

With mental freedom never gained.

Ah, no ! the helpless child, in cruel greed,

Is rudely fettered with the iron band

Of stern theology that never yields .

The budding wonder with an icy hand

Is chilled, andgrowing reason cramped and dwarfed,

Allat credulity's absurd command.

MADISON, WIS .
JULIA CLARK-CHASE.
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A Study of Primitive Christianity.

BY LEWIS G. JANES.

VI.

MYTH AND MIRACLE IN THE GOSPEL

STORIES .

The earliest phase in the development of the

Christian faith is that presented in the life and

teachings of the Nazarene Prophet; that, in short,

which we have attempted to deduce in the two

preceding lectures from the record of the Triple

Tradition of the Synoptical Gospels. The four

Gospels also contain the record of a later phase in

the growth of the new religion,-that embodied

in the mythical and miraculous accretion which

gathered at a very early day around the striking

personality of the Man of Nazareth. Though the

modern scientific spirit, which recognizes the

enduring supremacy of law throughout the opera-

tions of nature, including the various mutations

of human affairs, would perhaps justify us in

relegating the miraculous elements in the gospel

stories to the realm of the imaginary and unreal

on a priori grounds, in view of the importance

which these elements have ever maintained in the

popular apprehension, we cannot refrain from a

further careful consideration of their true histori-

cal meaning and the probable sources of their

origin.

Demoniacal Possession and the Miraculous Cure

of Disease.

Wehave already suggested that there may be a

certain historical foundation for the alleged phe-

nomena of demoniacal possession and exorcism,

interpreted as the relief of nervous diseases, such

as epilepsy or hysteria; and a like germ of actual

factmaylie at the basis of other stories of mirac-

ulous cure found in the synoptical tradition. The

ances.

influence of a powerful mind and will over im-

pressionable natures is so frequently illustrated in

the affairs of our every-day life that it requires no

supernatural hypothesis for its explanation. A

trusted physician or nurse often exercises a more

potent influence over an invalid than that derived

from medicine or the more obvious hygienic appli-

Belief in the curative efficacy of religious

rites and priestly manipulations is common among

all ignorant peoples, resting, doubtless, on similar,

wholly natural, and non-miraculous facts, exagger-

ated by the imagination. We have only to sup-

pose a like exaggeration, such as universally occurs

in the oral transmission even of the reports of

ordinary every-day occurrences, to account for the

greater number of the alleged miraculous events

recorded in the synoptical Gospels .*

The Birth Stories of the Synoptical Gospels.

A critical examination of the records of other

reported phenomena of an extraordinary character

discloses so manydiscrepancies of statement that,

apart from any general scientific hypothesis of the

incredibility of miracles, and from the fact that

the witnesses to the events are all anonymous and

testify at second hand, we are justified in rejecting

them by the recognized rules of testimony con-

cerning ordinary statements of fact. We have

already pointed out some of these discrepancies in

the stories of the miraculous birth ofJesus. Apart

from the fundamental disagreements in the narra-

tives of Matthew and Luke, it is wholly incredible

that Mark, the earliest writer, and John, the latest

biographer of Jesus, should omit all reference to

this alleged and most wonderful occurrence, if it

had the least foundation in fact.

The natural genesis and growth of these legends

among an uncritical and unscientific people like

the early Christian converts are easily accounted

for. Bishop Lightfoot says of the Jews of this

period : "They were given over beyond measure to

beliefs in all sorts of delusions, exorcisms, amulets,

charms, and dreams. They were ready to believe

everything strange, wild, and unnatural." Renan

declares that "miracles were considered at that

time the indispensable mark of the Divine and the

sign of the prophetic calling." † Nor was this

tendency an exclusive characteristic of the Jews .

The masses of the people, and even many of the

educated classes throughout the Roman Empire,

were addicted to like beliefs. The birth stories of

the Gospels, indeed, were evidently not of Jewish,

but ofAryan origin. The earliest Jewish converts,

as we have seen, and their successors, the Ebion-

ites, rejected the story of the miraculous birth and

the alleged virginity of the mother of Jesus,-a

fact which was accounted to them as heresy by

the already growing Orthodoxy of the earliest

Christian centuries. The birth stories of the

Gospels have much in common with the similar

legends related of Krishna, Buddha, Apollo,

Horos, and other Pagan deities. Through all of

them run the easily discernible features of a

primitive solar mythology, to which they are refer-

able for their true explanation. The religion of

Jesus at once came into contact and competition

with the current faiths of Paganism, and the

non-Jewish or Hellenized Christian apologists

could by no means fail to ascribe to Jesus the

possession of powers as wonderful and of an origin

as divine as those claimed for the older demi-gods

*Arecent interesting study of the alleged miracles of the

present and past generations maybe consulted in The

Dictionary of Miracles, Instructive, Realistic, and Dog-

matic, by L. Cobham Brewer, LL.D.

Life of Jesus, p. 23C. There are some indications that

Jesus was himself less credulous than the masses of his

people, and that he did not regard miracles as necessary

credentials to his office as a teacher of morals and religion.

Thus, he rebuked the Pharisees for "seeking after a sign, "

declaring, according to the oldest Gospel, "There shall no

sign be given unto this generation." (Mark viii., 11, 12).



272
THE INDEX DECEMBER 4 1884

of the Aryan mythology.* How completely these

stories were ignored by the earliest Jewish Chris-

tians, however, appears in the total absence of

reference to them in the Gospels, outside the early

chapters of Matthew and Luke, in which they are

related.

The Similar Legend of Apollonius of Tyana.

Perhaps the growth of the Christian legend can

be better understood and illustrated by reference

to the history of another remarkable man whose

life was contemporary with the earliest Christian

century, and whose story, upon its mythical and

legendary side, bears striking and noteworthy

resemblances to that of the founder of Christianity

as preserved to us in the gospel traditions. Apol-

lonius of Tyana was undoubtedly an historical

personage. His leading biographer, Philostratus,

whose work has descended to our time, was a

Greek writer of repute who lived in the second

and third centuries of the Christian era. Before

Philostratus wrote, however, several biographies of

Apollonius had already been composed, the first

during his lifetime by one Damis, his friend and

disciple, and others later by Maximus, ofÆgæ, and

Mæragenes. Ritter says of the work of Damis,

which constituted the main reliance of Philostratus

in the composition of his more elaborate biogra-

phy, that it was "probably free from all intentional

dishonesty." The memoirs of Apollonius by

Mæragenes are referred to by Origen in his reply

to Celsus, and the leading facts in his career were

well known before the time of Philostratus .

The General Reliability of the Life of Apollo-

nius by Philostratus.

The biography by Philostratus was undertaken

at the urgent request of Julia Domna, the wife of

the Emperor Alexander Severus, in the early part

of the third century of the Christian era, rather

more than a hundred years after the death of

Apollonius. Baur regards this work as a "ten-

dency writing," the object of which was to har.

monize the doctrines of the Pythagorean philoso-
phy with the prevailing Platonism of the extant

systems of Paganism. He conceives that Philo-

stratus intentionally attributed to Apollonius

wonderful works of a like character to those

ascribed to Jesus by the Christians, and thus

inferentially throws doubt upon the historical

value of his biography. The general tenor of the

work, however, is unquestionably personal and

biographical rather than philosophical. Its de-

fence of the Pythagorean philosophy is fragmen-

tary, incomplete, and wholly incidental to its main

object. Its leading facts and features are explicitly

asserted to have been derived from the older

memoranda of Damis, against which no such

suspicion has ever obtained. They were accepted

as in the main trustworthy by eminent contro-

versialists of the time, and are confirmed in

many particulars by internal evidence and by such

allusions to Apollonius as we find in earlier and

contemporary writers, and may be regarded as

generally authentic, with the same allowance for

exaggeration and interpolation in the mythical

and miraculous portions of the narrative which we

make in our estimation of the Christian Gospels.

Ritter, whose treatment of this subject is candid

and rational, does not agree with Baur that Philo-

stratus had Christ in mind in composing his

biography of Apollonius, and affirms that those

who take this view "appear to have looked but

little into the general character of Philostratus as

an author. " * This conception of Baur may

properly be discarded as resting upon no visible

evidence, either internal or external to the work

itself.

It is noteworthy that all these writings relating

to Apollonius were composed in the Greek lan-

guage, which was the native tongue of their

subject. Their authorship is unquestioned ; and

the memoranda of Damis, the chief source of their

information, were written during the lifetime of

Apollonius. In all these respects, the biography

by Philostratus, which is the only one possessed by

us, presents testimonials to its validity superior to

the Christian Gospels, the authorship of which is

anonymous or pseudonymous, which were written

in a language that Jesus did not write or speak,

and in the composition of which we have no

assured evidence that their writers possessed any

memoranda prepared during the lifetime of their

subject.

The Life and Labors of Apollonius.

Apollonius was born in Tyana, the capital city

of Cappadocia in Asia Minor, shortly after the

birth of Jesus.† He obtained his earlier educa-

tion at Tarsus under one Euthydemus, a well-known

instructor, and afterward withdrew to Ægæ, a

small village containing a temple dedicated to the

god Esculapius, where he spent some years in

study and meditation upon the problems of relig-
ion, philosophy, and practical ethics. He there

met Euxenus, a disciple of Pythagoras, by whom

he was instructed in the philosophy of that

eminent teacher. While very young, he renounced

the follies and superficial pleasures of society,

lived abstemiously upon a vegetarian diet, totally

abjured the use of wine, wore no covering upon

his feet, and only the simplest clothing. He re-

frained from cutting his hair, as did the Hebrew

Nazarites and Hindu ascetics, and slept upon the

hardground.

After spending some five years in ascetic con-

templation and study,he travelled for a long time

through the Eastern countries,-Assyria, Persia,

Babylonia, India, and Egypt,-studying their dif-

ferent religions and social customs. During his

travels, and subsequently, he is said to have per-

formedmanymarvellous works; though his biog-
rapher, in a tone strikingly similar to that of the

modern Theosophists and advocates of "Esoteric

Buddhism, " everywhere disclaims the implica-

tion of miracle or violation of law apparently

involved in the stories. Apollonius is said to

have possessed the faculty of clairvoyance, or

"second sight," bymeans of which he perceived
and described the murder of the Emperor Domi-

tian, when many miles distant from the place of

its occurrence. He also foretold future events

upon the occasion of his own journeyings, and in

the more important affairs of Roman history.

He is said to have appeared to his friends Damis

and Demetorius bodily, though at a distance from

his actual abiding place, while yet alive ; and to

have appeared to the Emperor Aurelian when he

was about to destroy Tyana, and to a young un-

believer who ridiculed his doctrine some years

after his death.

*The application of the title "Son of God" to Jesus , by a

not unnatural misapprehension of the non-Jewish con-

verts to Christianity, doubtless served to suggest and en-

courage the belief in the divine incarnation.

+ The History of Ancient Philosophy, Vol. IV., p. 481. By

Dr. Heinrich Ritter.

+Christ and Apollonius . Also History of the Church in

the First Three Christian Centuries , by Ferdinand Chris-

tianBaur.

*History of Ancient Philosophy, Vol. IV. So likewise

the author of "Apollonius Tyænus" in the Encyclopædia

Britannica.

†Mr. Daniel M. Tredwell, of Brooklyn, N.Y. (Mem. Am.

Eth. Soc.), an enthusiastic student of the Apollonian liter-
ature, fixes the time of his birth in the precise year from

which our era is erroneously dated. Of the exact date,

however, there appears to be considerable uncertainty.

Pythagoras was also reputed to be a thaumaturgist or

worker of miracles, and the healers of disease in general

were accredited by the popular superstition as the pos-
sessors of remarkable and supernatural powers. These

claims should not be regarded as the result of deliberate

fraud or dishonesty, but rather as a recognized feature in

the current methods of medical treatment, involving an

element of mystery and concealment which the profession

hasnotyet wholly outgrown.

Alleged Instances of Demoniacal Exorcism and

Cure attributed to Apollonius.

He possessed a remarkable power over the wills

and actions of others; something akin, appar-

ently, to the phenomena known to us as "animal

magnetism." At one time, he is said to have

quelled a turbulent and riotous crowd of people

by simply waving his hands over their heads. At

Lesbos, he is reported to have cured ayoung man

possessed of devils; and many other instances of

demoniacal exorcism are also attributed to him.

Ayoung man in Athens, through whom the demon

uttered cries of fear and rage,couldnot face the

look of Apollonius, an incident reminding us of

the healing of the demoniac of Gadara by Jesus.

In another instance, astatue is said to have fallen,

overturned by the evil spirit as he departed out of

the afflicted person,-recalling the entrance of the

demons into the swine and their destruction in the

sea, in the Christian legend.

In Asia Minor, Apollonius is said to have cured

many people of the plague then raging ; and, in

Rome, it was reported and currently believed that

he restored to life a girl of noble family who had

beendead for some time. During his life, he was

regarded by many as the incarnation of the god

Jupiter. He was mentioned with honor by his

contemporary, Lucan,f the author of "Pharsalia";

and another contemporary, in contemplating his

career, is said to have exclaimed, "We have a god

among us !" His death occurred probably at

Ephesus, when he was about a hundredyears old.

It was believed bymanythat he did notdie, but

that he was taken up bodily into heaven, as in the

stories of the Hebrew patriarch Enoch and the

prophet Elijah. A popular legend subsequently

assigned the place of his translation to the temple

of Diana Dictynna in Crete,upon the occurrence of

which event it was said that the voices of young

maidens were heard singing, "Quit the earth, O

divine Apollonius, and ascend up into heaven."

The Deification and Worship of Apollonius.

After his death, he received divine honors at

Tyana and throughout Asia Minor, and was held

inuniversal respect by the Pagan world for many

generations. Hierocles, the governor of Bithynia,

a noted Pagan controversialist, wrote a work in

opposition to Christianity, the main feature of

which consisted in an ingenious parallel between

Christ and Apollonius. His object, however, was

not to claim divine honors for Apollonius, but to

combat the similar claim made for Jesus by Chris-

tian apologists . His work was rationalistic in

its leading features ; and he declared that the intel-

ligent heathen did not regard Apollonius as a god,

but only as a man beloved of the gods. The phi-

losopher Ennapius, in consideration of the re-

markable character of Apollonius as described by

Philostratus, proposed to entitle his biography

Ἐπιδημία εἰς ανθρώπους θεοῦ , The Advent of the God-

Man. Even Christian apologists, like Sidonius

Apollinaris || and Cassiodorus, have nothing to

say against Apollonius, but, on the contrary, speak

loudly in his praise. **

Atemple was erected to his honor at Tyana, his

*Philostratus, while reporting these marvellous occur-

rences on the authority of Damis, does not regard them as

evidences of supernatural or miraculous power, but refers

them to the profound knowledge of the powers of nature

whichApollonius had acquired through investigation and

study.

+Marcus Annæus Lucanus, a Roman poet, circum 29-65

A.D.

*Λόγοι Φιλαλήθεις, Words of the Love of Truth, or True

Discourse.

§Our information is derived from the essay of Eusebius,

Contra Hieroclem .

||Circum 431-484 A.D., some time Bishop of Clermont in

Auvergne, and author of historical epistles, poems, etc.

Lived 468-560 A.D., author of a Universal History to

A.D. 519, and other works.

**See Apollonius of Tyana. By Albert Réville, Doctor

of Theology, Rotterdam.
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single or unique phenomenon in the history of the

world's religions.

native city; and his statue was placed therein | the story of Jesus, on its supernatural side, is no

among those of the gods. Another temple was

erected to him subsequently by the Emperor Cara-

calla, and Alexander Severus enshrined him among

his household deities. For four centuries, he re-

ceived divine honors throughout Greece and Asia

Minor, and his renown extended to remote coun-

tries.*

The Religion and Ethical Teaching of Apol-

lonius.

The religion inculcated by Apollonius tacitly

recognized the gods of the Roman pantheon, but

tended strongly toward monotheism. He espe-

cially recommended,says Ritter, a pure worship of

the Supreme God who is separate and alone, to

whom should be offered the pure prayer of the

spirit, which requires not even words for its ex-

pression. He forbade all animal sacrifices, and

also taught that no sacrifices of any sort should be

offered to the Supreme God, on the ground that

whatever belongs to earth is impurity to God.

The significant fact of the contemporaneous

growth of these two legends, each centering about

an undoubted historical personage, will go far to

explain the similarity of the mythical and miracu-

lous elements which enter into the popular versions

of both. Each came intobeing in the midst of a

society familiar with the leading features of the

Greek and Roman mythologies, with which were

also mingling the similar beliefs of Persia and

India. The acquaintance of Apollonius and his

disciples with the Eastern mythologies is notewor-

thy and suggestive. The likeness of the two nar-

ratives, however, appears in just this subsequent

accretion of myth and miracle, and in nothing else.

The personal histories of Jesus and Apollonius-

the one an uncultivated Galilean peasant, dying an

ignoble death upon the cross at the age of about

thirty-three years, in an obscure corner of Asia ;

Herein, doubtless, we see the influence of those ❘ and the other an educated pagan, rounding out a

Eastern philosophies of which Apollonius was a

faithful student.

In his travels, not only in his native country,

but inEgypt, Assyria, India, and Persia, he taught

everywhere a higher morality than that inculcated

by the current religions, and endeavored to reform

the grosser abuses of the heathen modes of wor-

ship, thus spending his life in the effort to benefit

and elevate mankind. Soon after his return from

his long sojourn in the East, he applied for initia-

tion into the sacred mysteries of Eleusis; but his

popular repute as a magician, or worker of mira-

cles, caused his application to be rejected. Four

years later, however, when his character and the

beneficence of his labors were better known, he

was received and initiated.f "Apollonius," says

awriter in the Encyclopædia Britannica, "is not to

be looked upon as a shallow and vulgar impostor,

though, to influence men's minds, he had recourse

to artifices and pretensions unworthy of a true phi .

losopher. With some of the spirit of a moral and

religious reformer, he appears to have attempted,

though vainly, to animate an expiring Paganism

with anew and purer life." ‡

Remarkable Coincidences of the Apollonian and

Christian Traditions .

We have sketched the salient points in the

career of Apollonius thus at length, in order both

to rescue from unmerited oblivion the name and

story of one who in his day was well counted

among the benefactors of mankind, and also, by

comparison with the Christian legend, to illustrate

the growth of mythical and miraculous accretions

around the record of a noble human life. The

relegation of these elements to their proper region

of unreality does not in the least justify us in ques-

tioning the historical verity of the personage about

whom they have grown into being ; nor do the

striking coincidences of the Christian and the

Apollonian legends detract at all, as some have

claimed, from the probable truth of the story of

themanJesus of the Triple Tradition of the Syn-

optical Gospels. The contemplation of these co-

incidences, however, and of the leading features

in the Apollonian tradition, cannot fail to throw

valuable light upon the genesis and development

of the Christian mythus, and to convince us that

*The poet and controversialist Lucian, writing about 150

A.D., the friend of Celsus, whom Froude calls "the most

gifted and purest-hearted thinker outside the Church,

whowas produced under the Roman Empire," alludes to

Apollonius incidentally in his account of the religious
charlatanAlexander of Abonoteichus,whom he supposes

tohavebeen instructed in magic by the disciples ofApol-

lonius. Lucian condemned the supernaturalism of the

followersofApollonius as he did that of the Christians.

"The Eleusinian Mysteries," by François Lenormant,
Contemporary Review, May, et seq. , 1880.

Article, "Apollonius Tyænus," Encyclopædia Britan-
nica, ninth edition.

full century in the light of the highest civilization

then known to the world, and dying in favor,

apparently,withGod and man-are totally dissimi-

lar. The one was a Pythagorean philosopher : the

other taught no system of philosophy ; and that

which commingled with his simple moral teaching

in after times was not the doctrine of Pythagoras ,

but that of Plato. The supposition that the

Christian story was borrowed from the Apollonian

is, therefore, as unreasonable as the contrary

hypothesis of Baur; and all comparisons between

the two narratives made with the intent to throw

doubt upon the identity of Jesus as an historical

character, or to undervalue his work as a religious

teacher, are futile and irrational.

its implications concerning the present officialman-

agement of the American Unitarian Association. I

therefore wrote to Mr. Reynolds, the present Secre-

tary, and askedhim the plain question. I quote from

his reply : "As regards the statement of The Index,

so far as theAmerican Unitarian Association is con-

cerned, I can say simply that the officers of the

American Unitarian Association have too much

to attend to to inquire who does or does not

deliver lectures before societies that in one way or

another it helps, and that they have never showed

any disposition to make such inquiries."

Now, Ihave no doubtof the facts as you state them.

ButIam convinced it was the minister's own timidity ,

and that alone which was at fault. And I am further

convinced that such action does not represent the

attitude or spirit of Unitarianism to-day.

Most sincerely,

Νον. 28, 1884.

M. J. SAVAGE.

[The engagement was cancelled, not by the request

or desire of the minister, but of leading supporters

of the church, business men, some of them radical

Liberals, who, we are assured by one of them, felt no

timidity, but deemed it best not to have the lecture

(which was to be on Voltaire), lest parties should

successfully urge it as a reason for withholding the

expected help. There was probably no fear that the

Association would institute an inquiry; but it was

thought that information as to the lecture, conveyed

to officers of the Association without any inquiry on

their part, would probably influence them in the

mattermentioned. That is all.-B. F. U.]

ens.

CARLYLE'S RELIGION.-From an article in the Spec-

tator in regard to Carlyle's religion, the following pas-

sage is taken : "At first, his religion, which was cast

in the stern old Hebrew type, insisted agreat deal on

the everlasting foundations of truth, on the perma-

nentduty of honest industry, on the severe grandeur

of constancy and good faith, on the sublimity of

God's eternity, and on the magnificence of the heav-

Further, it poured the utmost contempt on mir-

acle as exploded by science, treated the external story

of the gospel as childish legend, based the faith in

human immortality on a kind of intuition, and ridi-

culed all positive revelation as Hebrew old clothes.

This is what Carlyle's faith was in his manhood .

But, apparently, if Mr. Froude may be trusted, it was

more hesitating toward the end. He admitted, we

are told, that his deep faith in Providence was with-

out evidence, if not against the evidence. When Mr.

Froude told him, not long before his death, thathe

(Mr. Froude) 'could only believe in aGod which [sic]

did something,'-with a cry of pain which I shall

never forget, he said, 'He does nothing.' ' For him-

self,' adds Mr. Froude,'however, his faith stoodfirm.

He did not believe in historical Christianity. He did

not believe that the facts alleged in the Apostles'

Creedhad ever really happened. The resurrection of

Christ was to him only the symbol of a spiritual

truth. As Christ rose from the dead, so were we to

rise from the death of sin to the life of righteousness.

Not that Christ had actually died and had risen again.

He was only believed to have died and believed to have

risen, in an age when legend was history, when sto-

ries were accepted as true from their beauty or their

significance. ' In a word, Christianity was not true;

and all who 'were pretending to believe, or believing

that they believed, becoming hypocrites conscious or

unconscious, the last the worst of the two, not daring

to look the facts in the face, so that the very sense

of truth was withered in them, were on the side of

cant."

Moreover, the conclusion in regard to the non-

miraculous character of the marvellous works

reported of Apollonius, through the frank admis.

sions and explanations of Philostratus, is precisely

similar to the conclusion to which we are com-

pelled by the critical investigation of the gospel

stories. In both instances, perhaps, there may be

some foundation for the alleged phenomena of

exorcism and cure in the potent influence of mind

over mind. We discard at once, however, all idea

of reality in connection with such relations as that

of restoring life to the dead, except as it may

have been based upon the relief of some such

condition as trance, and assign to their proper

mythological sources the origin of the fables about

the miraculous birth and bodily translation of

Apollonius. The appearance in both the Apollo-

nian and the Christian legends of certain elements,

apparently of Eastern or Hindu origin, and the

well-authenticated account of the travels of Apol-

lonius in India, together with the attempt of

certain recent writers to attribute a Buddhistic

origin to the entire gospel tradition, make it

imperative for us to examine further the grounds

of this opinion.
(To be continued. )

CORRESPONDENCE.

A NOTE FROM MR. SAVAGE.

DEAR MR. UNDERWOOD :-

If I had time, I would like to notice somewhat in

detail your article on "Unitarianism and the Free

Religious Association" in The Index of November 20.

But I cannot possibly do it now.

One point, however, I am not willing to see pass

unchallenged. You say, "It is not many months

since the writer of this article [yourself,] by request,

cancelled a lecture engagement which was to be

given in a New England Unitarian church, because

it was feared the lecture, if given, might prevent ex-

pected financial aid from the Unitarian Association."

When I first read this, I believed it to be unjust in

BOOK NOTICES.

THE LIFE OF THE BUDDHA AND THE EARLY HISTORY

OF HIS ORDER. Derived from Tibetan works in the

Bkah-hgyur and Bstan-hgyur, followed by notices

of the early history of Tibet and Khoten. Trans-

lated by W. Woodville Rockhill, second assistant

secretary United States Legation in China. Boston:

J. R. Osgood & Co. pp. 269. Price $3.00.

The first part of this volume is devoted to an analy-

sis, with literal translations, of the greater part of the

historical or legendary texts contained in the Tibetan

Dulva, which is declared to be unquestionably the

most trustworthy and probably the oldest portion of

the Bkah-hgyur. Not only have we here the life of

Buddha as related by Buddhist authors, but the

Buddhistic account of the history of the world "from
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the time of its renovation" to the time of Buddha's

ministry, with a history of the Church during the

hundred and ten years which followed his death .

The histories of the councils of Rajagriha and of

Vaisali contained in the eleventh volume of the

Dulva are here translated for the first time. They

differ in many respects from the versions of these

events previously translated from Pâli or Chinese.

Mr. Rockhill thinks that the authenticity of the coun-

cil of Rajagriha has been doubted on insufficient

grounds. One chapter of the volume gives a literal

translation of the greater part of a work by the re-

nowned Indian Buddhist, Bhavya. There is another

chapter on the early history of Tibet in which the

author has endeavored to supplement the researches

of those who have preceded him in this field with

such additional facts as he has been able to obtain.

The appendix contains notes furnished by Dr. Ernst

Sen Manu and Bunyiu Nanjio, including a transla

tion from the Bhagavati by the former, and transla-

tions of two Chinese versions of the Samana-phala

Sûtra by the latter. Mr. Rockhill is a modest and

unpretentious author, and claims only to have fur-

nished "materials for those who hereafter may under-

take to write a history of the Buddha founded on the

comparative study of works extant in the different

countries in which his doctrines have flourished ."

The volume contains material which is not only in-

teresting, but new at least to all except original in-

vestigators in this field of religious thought.
B. F. U.

FRESHFIELDS. By John Burroughs. Boston: Hough-

ton, Mifflin & Co. Price $1.50. pp. 298 .

Those who already know from his earlier works

this American prose-poet of nature will need no

second-hand invitation from reviewers to become

en rapport, through this new literary venture, with

the author of Wake-Robin and Locusts and Wild

Honey. The "Fresh Fields" which this lover of

nature offers us photographic views of, through the

mediumship of his careful pen, are European fields ,

those of Great Britain. Two of the longest chapters ,

entitled "In Carlyle's Country" and "A Sunday in

Cheyne Row," are particularly interesting just now,

on account of the recent publication of Froude's Car-

lyle in London . The remaining chapters are on "Nat-

ure in England," "English Woods, A Contrast,"

"A Hunt for the Nightingale," "English and Amer-

ican Song-birds," "Impressions of some English

Birds," "In Wordsworth's Country," "A Glance at

British Wild Flowers," " British Fertility," and "At

Sea." It is delightful in these days of high pressure,

hurry, and condensation to come across a cultured,

leisurely, careful observer of nature, keenly alive to

all natural charms and closely observant of the ways

of nature's children,-theflowers, trees, and birds,-

and one, too, who can give his readers, as Mr. Bur-

roughs does, the result of those observations and dis-

coveries in language so clear and a style so charming

that they seem to see the things he describes with

their own eyes instead of through his .
S. A. U.

THE BIBLE TRIUMPHANT. Twelve dozen Sceptical

Arguments Refuted. A reply to an infidel work

entitled One Hundred and Forty-four Self- Contra-

dictions of the Bible, by Mrs. H. V. Reed, author

of Earnest Words to Earnest Sceptics . Revised,

with a preface and an appendix containing infidel

testimonies to the truth of the Bible, by H. L. Hast-

ings. London: Samuel Bagster & Sons, 15 Pater-

noster Row. Boston: H. L. Hastings, 47 Cornhill.

1882.

Afew years ago, a little pamphlet was published in

which passages from the Bible were set in opposition

to one another, to show that the book contained one

hundred and forty-four plain contradictions. The

compiler was not lacking in anti-theological zeal, but

his eagerness to multiply contradictions led him into

many mistakes. Some of his imagined contradic-

tions are no contradictions at all. The work of which

the title is given above, with a copy of which we have

been favored by the author, is a reply to this pam-

phlet. Mrs. Reed shows clearly enough that some of

the alleged contradictions have no substantial foun-

dation; but, in her effort to reconcile other passages

which do fairly contradict one another, her theolog-

ical zeal leads her into fallacies, sophistries, and

errors as palpable as any which she exposes . Al-

though she succeeds in exhibiting the ignorance of

the author of the little pamphlet she examines,

mainly a compilation from previous works of a

similar character, she fails to impair the force of

more than about one-fourth, or possibly one-third

of them. We suggest now that she try her hand on

some of the contradictions shown by scholars like

Strauss, Colenso, W. R. Greg, Dean Stanley, and

Robertson Smith. Mr. Hastings' addition to Mrs.

Reed's work is simply beneath criticism.

B. F. U.

SONGS AND RHYMES FOR THE LITTLE ONES. Compiled

by Mary Morrison. New York and London: G. P.

Putnam's Sons. 1884. Price $1.75. Boston: Clarke

& Carruth.

This handsome book contains over two hundred

pages of rhymes, old and new, adapted to tickle the

fancy and inculcate sound morals in the mind of

childhood. The compilation forms a perfect store-

house of charming stories told in verse, from which

the wearied mother or nurse can bring forward an

ever-new and varied stock of amusement to charm

the fretful and counsel to check and impress naughty

and wilful little ones of the household. Most of the

poems are short; but there are a few old friends of

sufficient length to send off to a delightful dreamland

the most restless and discontented little lad or lassie

that shall ever, in the households where this volume

may enter, essay to rebel against the power of the

"sandman" in his nightly rounds.

THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL, 1885. London: H. Cattell &

Co., 84 Fleet Street, E.C. Price 6d.

This pamphlet of sixty-four pages contains a num-

ber of well-written articles, chiefly in exposition and

defence of agnosticism. The contents are as follows :

"Agnosticism and Atheism," by Charles A. Watts;

"Pessimism and Physiology," by C. N.; "The Ration-

ale of Agnosticism," by G. M. McC.; "Islam, or the

Universal Hymn," "Agnosticism and Theology," by

Charles Watts ; "Bruno of Nola: APoem," by "Lara" ;

"Mars Hill in London," by M. D. Conway; "The

Philosophy of Agnosticism," by "Ignotus"; "Agnos-

ticism and Theism," by W. B. Carpenter, M.D.;

"Reply to Dr. Carpenter," by W. B. Taggart; " The

Council of Ten," by Thomas Mead; "The Messrs .

Facing-Both-Ways of Science," by Edward Aveling;

"Agnosticism and Christianity," by F. S. Morris ;

"Darwin and Theology," by Charles C. Cattell; " The

Antiquity of Man," by W. W. Collins; " Scraps," by

A. M. D.

THE Andover Review for November has the follow

ing articles : " The Future Life in the Old Testament,"

by Prof. Moore; " Competition and Combination,"

Arthur T. Hadley; " Plutarch and his Writings,"

A. P. Peabody, D.D.; "The Perspective of American

Literature," Prof. Charles F. Richardson; "Aspira-

tion, from the German of Emanuel Geibel," Caroline

Hazard. Among the "Editorial Topics" treated of in

this number are "East and West," " Services at Ordi-

nations and Installations," "Result of Recent His-

torical and Geographical Research," and "Papers

before the Church Congress at Carlisle." The de-

partments of "Biblical and Historical Criticism,"

"Literary Intelligence and Notes," "Book Notices,"

and "Books Received" are full and interesting as

usual.

BABYLAND for 1884 reappears in a beautiful bound

volume just in time for the Christmas holidays .

"Merry" indeed will be the Christmas and "happy"

the "New Year" of the babies fortunate enough to

receive this as token of the interest taken in them by

Santa Claus or other kind friend. Published by

D. Lothrop & Co., Franklin Street.

OUR Little Ones and the Nursery for December, from

the Russell Publishing Co., 36 Bromfield Street, has,

in addition to its many beautiful illustrations, more

than adozen interesting tales and poems by first-class

writers.

"PANSY" for November is received from D. Lothrop

&Co., and is full as usual of pretty pictures and ex-

cellent moral stories .

MR. I. M. GAUGENGIGL has attained eminence in his

art through pictures, which have been seen in Boston

and other cities for the past three years. Every fresh

work from his brush makes more manifest the influ-

ence of foreign study. His choice of subject is most

happy. He is thoroughly in sympathy not only with

the subject he selects, but with the public to whom it

appeals. For this reason, the fact that he is now en-

gaged upon a painting in the form of a Christmas

card, to be reproduced by L. Prang & Co., has an in-

terest for all lovers of art. Thedemand by amateurs

for floral studies is steadily on the increase. Those

by Mrs. E. T. Fisher are admirably adapted for the

purpose, from their fidelity to nature and the poetic

spirit in which they are conceived. Among the more

popular publications by this artist are recent studies

of Zinnia and Marigold.

OUR DECEMBER SUPPER.

This social gathering on Wednesday, the 10th,

has a special purpose announced in the following

hymns, to be sungby all present:-

PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE.

TUNE, "Russian Hymn.”

OEarth, thy past is crowned and consecrated

With its Reformers, speaking yet, though dead;

Who unto strife and toil and tears were fated,

Who unto fiery martyrdoms were led.

OEarth, the present, too, is crowned with splendor

By its Reformers battling in the strife;

Friends of humanity, stern, strong , and tender,

Making the world more hopeful with their life.

OEarth, thy future shallbe great and glorious,

With its Reformers toiling in the van,

Till Truth and Love shall reign o'er all victorious,

And earth be given to freedom and to man.

WATCHMAN, WHAT OF THE NIGHT ?

TUNE, "Hamburg."

Out of thedark, the circling sphere

Is rounding onward to the light:

We see not yet the full dayhere,

Butwe do see the paling night.

AndHope that lights her fadeless fires;

And Faith that shines, aheavenly will;

And Love that courage reinspires ,-

These stars have been above us still.

Osentinels, whose tread we heard

Through long hours when we could not see,

Pausenow; exchange with cheer the word,

The unchanging watchword, Liberty!

Look backward, how much has been won!

Look round, how much is yet to win!

The watches ofthe night are done:

The watches of the day begin.

In this spirit, we advocate the complete separa-

tion of Church and State, and present our peti-

tions for the taxing of churches and the repeal of

the law exposing witnesses to discredit on account

ofunbelief inGod. All interested in these reforms

are earnestly entreated to come and hear the ad-

dresses which will be given between 8 and 9 P.M.

Col. Higginson will preside. Mr. F. M. Holland

will read an essay prepared for this occasion on

"How Religious Liberty is invaded in Massachu-

setts," and remarks are expected from several

other speakers.

Our zeal for these measures will not, however,

cause us to forget the principal object of the whole

series of meetings in which this occurs ; namely,

to promote good fellowship among the friends of

freedom and progress. We insist that those who

find that their consciences prevent their enjoyment

of the social advantages gained by attendance at

the popular churches are peculiarlybound to give

themselves and their families every possible oppor-

tunity of friendly intercourse with their brothers

and sisters in the common cause. It is our sacred

duty to show that life is all the better worth living

for being inspired by noble aims. Accordingly,

the doors of Parker Fraternity Hall, Appleton

Street, between Berkeley and Tremont, will be

open at 6 P.M. to all who are willing to contribute

fifty cents toward meeting the necessary expenses.

Aplain but substantial supper will be ready at

6.30. Both before and after the speaking there

will be ample time for social conversation; and

every possible effort will be put forth to make all

present, especially strangers, feel thoroughly at

home. We cordially invite all who love liberty

and truth to meet with us.

FOR THE COMMITTEE.
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Astronomy. Illus ...

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment...

Young Folks' History of the United

States

Margaret Fuller Ossoli.....

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

ingPlace ..

1.50

1.25

1.25

.75

2.00

2.00

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The
Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus.. 8.00

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK (W. H.). Is LifeWorth Living ? 1.25

Social Equality....

Property andProgress ..

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Body and Mind:
An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-
ence toMentalDisorders ...

1.00

1.50

2.00

SCHROEDER(DR. KARL). A Manual of

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.
Translatedfromthe German. Illus ... 3.50

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs.

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley .

Chemistry

Physics ..

Physical Geography.

Geology..

Physiology
Astronomy.

Inventional Geometry

Plano-forte Playing

Natural Resources ofthe United States.

SCOTT'S Complete Poetical Works. Illus. 8.00

Physiology of Mind...

Body andWill : Being an Essay concern-

ing Will in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical, andPathologicalAspects 2.50 SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols........... 15.00

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy ofCar-
lyle....

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON). The

Organs of Speech and their Apulica-

tion in the Formation of Articmate
Sounds.

MILL (JOHN STUART). The Positive

Philosophy of Auguste Comte........

PoliticalEconomy

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

Liberty, both in one vol .

Representative Government.....

ThreeEssays on Religion..

1.00

1.75

1.50
2.50

MILLS (C. D. B.). Gems of the Orient.... 1.50
Buddha and Buddhism....

MUELLER (F. MAX) . Lectures on the

Science of Language ..

Chips from a GermanWorkshop. Vol . I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.
Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, and Customs. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, and An-

tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology, Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol., $2.00;
theset

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or
Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustratedby the Relig-
fons of India

OORT (DR. H.) and HOOKYAAS (DR. I. ) .

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study oftheBible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges ...

Vol. II. Kings andProphets

Vol. III . New Testament.....

1.50 OSWALD (FELIX L., M.D.) . Physical

Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature....4.00

1.50

1.50

1.25

1.75

1.00

2.25

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women...

SMITH'S Ancient History, from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fall of the Western

Empire. Illus. 3vols..

3.50

3.00

6.00

SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00

Principles of Biology. 2 vols. 4.00

2.50

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols ........ 4.00

Principles of Sociology. 2 vols.....
4.001.50

2.50
Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00
Universal Progress ..
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Essays. Moral, Political, Esthetic.....
2.00

1.25 Social Statics..
2.00

Data of Ethics
1.25

2.00
Study of Sociology.

1.50
Education

1.25

STALLO (J. B.). The Concepts and Theo-

ries of ModernPhysics.
1.75

10.00

.25

STEWART (S. J. ). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatitis andhowit Grew..

STICKNEY (ALBERT). ATrue Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of"Stod-

dard Lectures ," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful

illustrations
5.00

2.00 STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

town Folks. A New England Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

landStory
2.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

STRAUSS (D. F.). The OldFaith andthe

New..

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

owe to each other .

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-
ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-

five Years .....

1.00 TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

ofthe Christian Religion andthe Sig-

nificance of its Rise andDecline..... 1.00

PAINE ( THOMAS). Age of Reason....

Complete Works ...

PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the Worldof Matter and the World of

Mind

Prayersby Theodore Parker

The Mystery ofPain

Physiology for Practical Use ...

HOLLAND (F. M.) Reign of the Stoics.. 1.25 PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of

Stories fromRobert Browning

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing .

1.50

Paper, 35 cts.; cloth, .50

HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The

Autocrat of the Breakfast Table....... 2.00

TheProfessor at the Breakfast Table....
ThePoet atthe Breakfast Table..

Poems.....

2.00

Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools and Families.

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

theReligion and Philosophy of Eman-

uelSwedenborg

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.

With Portraits. 2 vols ..

.50

7.00

1.50

1.00

Motion

Fragments of Science..

LightandElectricity..

Lessons in Electricity.

Hours of Exercise in theAlps ..
BelfastAddress...

UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

ures

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free

Thought

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

..... 2.00

.50

1.00

1.75

VOGEL (A.). APractical Treatise on the

.75 Diseases of Children. Illus ....
4.50

VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

1.25
WALKER(PROF. F. A.). Wages

Money.....
3.50

4.00
Money, Trade, and Industry.

1.50

2.00

1.25

Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

4.00
vols . Illus..

2.00

traits. 3 vols ... 6.00

3.50

FamousAmericans of Recent Times ....

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

2.00 tory Liquor Laws

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 62.00

WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

10.00

1.25
The Social Law of Labor...

1.50
tions. 2 vols .... 6.00 WEISS (JOHN). Life and Correspondence

PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART). The of TheodoreParker
4.00

1.50 GatesAjar ..... 1.50
American Religion

1.50

BeyondtheGates......... 1.50
The Immortal Life
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1.25
1.75

3.00
2.00
1.50 Travels andResearches .75

WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

Growth of Language

2.00

1.50

2.00 (Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-
1.50

1.50 traits...

25.00 HUME'S (DAVID)Essays .. 1.50 POPE'S Essay onMan .50

tratedEdition. Complete in 16vols... 20.00

DANA (R. H. ) . Two Years before the Mast, 1.50

DARWIN (CHARLES). Origin of Species, 2.00
DescentofMan.......

Journal ofResearches............
Emotional

Expression....

Animals and Plants under Domestica-

tion. 2 vols.....
Insectivorous Plants

Climbing Plants

...

Orchids fertilizedby Insects .
Fertilization inthe VegetableKingdom.
Forms ofFlowers...

Power of
Movement in Plants .

Vegetable Mould, etc.

Completeset, 13 vols ...

3.00

2.00

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Elsie Venner

HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-

moir and Portrait. 2 vols .

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.) . The Lady of the

5.00

2.00

Aroostook ...

The Undiscovered Country ..

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a

Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols.......

2.00

1.50

Wit, Humor, and ShakespeareDoctorZay

PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newlyengravedLikenesses ofSumner.
2vols..

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works, with Portrait 2.00

6.00 WILSON (HENRY). Rise and Fallof the

Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols...... 9.00
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100,000 HOLIDAY PRESENTS !
Everybody who sends as directed gets a present worth from 20 cents to $500.

Theproprietor of the ILLINOIS AGRICULTURIST being desirous ofhavingthealready
wellknownand popular papermore widely circulated and introduced into houses where itis not al-

readyknown, has determined tothrow off ali profit this year, and in addition use a portion ofhis capi-

tal for the sole purpose ofincreasing the circulation to 100,000 copies. After deciding to more ex-

tensively advertise than everbefore the following planhas beenadoptedby us:

For 50 Cents We will enter your name on our subscription book and mail the ILLI-

andimmediately send anumberedReceipt, which will entitle the holder to one of the following pres-

ents. If any one desires two receipts they will be sent for $1, and their subscription willbe entered up

sixmonths. This offer is good only till January1, 1885.

List of Presents to Be Given Away.
10U. S. GovernmentBonds of$500.

1Nickel platedColumbia Bicycle.

10U. S. Greenbacks of $500.

10 U. S. Greenbacks of$100.

1GrandSquare Piano..

1GrandCabinetOrgan.

1Three-seat Rockaway.

1 Silver Dinner Service.

5TopBugzies.
20 U. S. Greenbacks of$50 each .

1000 Autograph Albums,$2 each

2Village Carts .

1Pony Pheton.
1,000 Pocket Silver Fruit Knives..

1,000 U, S. Greenbacks of$1 each.

WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS BEST HOLIDAY GIFT
Day School for Boys and Girls will begin

Sept. 17, 1884. For catalogue address

NATH'L T. ALLEN, West Newton, Mass.

J. HART & CO.,
BANKERS,

Doylestown, Pa.

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points in Europe. Agency

for the American Line of Steamers.

-$5,000 $100

5,0.0 1,000

1,00 1,000 Gent's Pocket Knives.. 1,000

150 1,000

800

200 10Ladies'
10Gents' Gold Watches, EnglishMovement

800

600

200
20 Boys' Silver American 200

100 8 Solitaire Diamond Finger Rings .. 400

1,000 3PatentHarvesters..

MA

1,000 2,000 Gems .

2,000 ElegantParnuit Furniture... Cornell UnivLib
200 1,460 GoldFingerRings, Ladies' Breas

Gents' ScarfPins, Lockets, Fans and Chains, and 92,421 other presents, valued from 20

makes a grand aggregation of 100.000 presents, thus guaranteeing a present to each and every new sub-

scriber who sends us50 cents. All ofthe above presents will be awardedin a fair and impartial man-

ner. Presents willbe sent to any part of the United States or Canada. The 50 cents which you send

us is the regular price for three months' subscription, and therefore we charge nothing for the present.

Our profit willbe in your future patronage andthe increasedrate we willget for ouradvertising space.

Your Subscription Free. Get five ofyour friends to join you by cutting this out and showing it tothem.

Sendus $2.50 and we will sendyou theILLINOISAGRICULTURISTfor threemonths,and one

numbered receipt for each of your subscribers, and one extra for your trouble. No postponement.

Send ten subscribers with $5 and we will send you 12 subscriptions and thirteen receipts.

FOR 60 DAYSONLY!-This offer will hold good for sixty days only, as we shall limit the

number ofnew subscriptions to 100,000, so we would advise all our friends to forward subscriptions at an

early date, as in no case will they be received later than January 1, 1885, THE ILLINOIS

AGRICULTURIST is the best and ablest edited paper in the country and already has a circula-

tion of 20,000 copies, and only requires 80,000 more to get the desired number. It contains eight pages.

Read How

You Can

Get This

Elegant

Gold Watch

For 50c.

500 GOLD WATCHES FREE !
In making up the above list of $30,000 in Presents, we

decided to reserve $8,000 to be divided equally among the first 500

subscribers received. If you send 50 cents you willbe entitled to

one receipt good for one present, and if your letter is among

the first500 received you will be entitled to this beautiful watch.

Wewillprint in full in the February issue of the ILLINOIS

AGRICULTURISTthe names and addresses of the winners

ofthe 500 Gold Watches. This offer is bona fide and will be

carried out to the letter. Send now, don't wait. The ILLINOIS

AGRICULTURIST is so well established, having already
20,000 Subscribers, and is backedby ample capital,

so that everyone of our subscribersmay be sure of

gettingwhat we promise. Indeed we could not

afford otherwise with a paper that has already se-

cured20,000 subscribers onits merit. Undoubted-

lysomewho read this newdeparture will think an

offertogive away 830,000 in presents ismostunrea-

sonableandunprofitable; but let us say to all such

persons that it costs anywhere from$25,000 to $150,-

00000 to secure a large circulation to a paper. We

knowof apublisher that spent $50,000 in oneoneweek

in giving away free copies and advertisinghis pa-

per, and the money was well spent, forit secured

forhim an established circulation that paid good

interestonthe investment. Publishing nowadays

must either be doneon an extensive scale or not at

all. It costsjustas much for matter, and just as

much for illustrations, electrotypes, editorial serv-

ices, rent andfor setting up the type for a paper

of100 circulation as it does for a paper with 300,000

circulation. On small editions, each one of the

above items swellsthe costofa single paperalarm-

ingly,but on very large editions, the expense is

spread over so many papers thatit is almosten-

tirely lost: thus you can see thatlarge profits can

bemadeonly by doing a large business. This is

preciselywhat we propose doing with the ILLINOIS

AGRICULTURIST.

Wewill send a printed list of the Awards Free, and all

Presentswill be forwarded to Holders of Receipts as they

maydirect. Our Old Patrons and Subscribers, whomwe number by the thonsands, should at

oncego to workandhelp us to increase our list, by this grandand generous offer.

Only50 Cents Secures the ILLINOIS AGRICULTU three months andonereceiptgood foronepresent. One number ofthe paper is worth double the sub-

scription price. As to reliability werrefer those who do not knowustody Lankor Mercantile Agency.

REMEMBER these are Presents to our Subscribers given to them absolute-

ly.Free. (2-Cent Postage Stamps taken. Money in suns of $1 or less may be sent in an ord-

Inarv etter at our risk; larger sums should be sent by Registered Letter or Postal Note, and addressed

ILLINOIS AGRICULTURIST, 162 LaSalle Street, CHICAGO, ILL .

Y ALL ODDS

THEBESTEQUIPPED

2,000

31270FRAPHS OF WORKS OF

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

WEBSTER'S IN

UNABRIDGED VARIOUS

STYLES

DICTIONARY OFBINDING

A VALUABLE CIFT .

A

WEBSTER'S LIBRARY
UNABRIDGED IN

DICTIONARY ITSELF

A WELCOME GIFT .

WEBSTER'S THE

UNABRIDGE STANDARD
AND

DICTIONARY THEBEST

Now supplied, at a small additional cost, with

DENISON'S

PATENT REFERENCE INDEX.

The latest edition has 3000 more Words in its

The following examples are from the so-

called "Twelve Great Pictures of the World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;

Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; As-

sumption of the Virgin , TITIAN; The Trans- G. & C. MERRIAM & CO., Pub'rs, Springfield,Mass.

vocabulary than are foundin anyotherAm.Dict'y

and nearly 3 times the number of Engravings.

Sawing Made Easy.

figuration, RAPHAEL; Sistine Madonna,
RAPHAEL ; Holy Night, CORREGGIO ; Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS; The Immac- MONARCH LIGHTNINGSAWING MACHINE
ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.40; or

any one or more at 20 cts. each (with Cata-

logue when desired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee, Wis.

Modern Thinkers,

Principally upon Social Science.

By Prof. VAN BUREN DENSLOW, LL.D.

With Introduction by ROBERT G. INGER-

SOLL. Including critical analyses of

Swedenborg as a Seer, of Adam Smith

Dilas anEconomist, of Jeremy Bentham as

a Law Reformer, of Thomas Paine and

Junius as Political Revolutionists , of

Charles Fourier as a Socialist , of Her-

bert Spencer and Ernst Haeckel as Evo-

lutionists, and of Auguste Comte as a

Positivist, with an Essay on Wealth in

its Relations to Christian Ethics .

The Fifth Edition has just been issued

"Uponthe question of money, this volume

contains the best thing I have ever read. "_

R. G. Ingersoll (in Introduction).

"We confess that, if we stood on the

ground on which Mr. Spencer stands, we

should find it difficult to prevent ourselves

from being pushed by the stalwart arm of

Dr. Denslow's logic into the gulf of ethical
its Palace Drawing Room Cars,

which are unsurpassed by any; and its nihilism. "-Prof. Goldwin Smith .
widely celebrated

NORTH-WESTERN DINING CARS,

RAILROAD IN THE WORLD. road anywhere. In short, it is asserted that

Let it be forever remembered that the

Chicago & North-Western

RAILWAY

is the best and shortest route to and from

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

that it is preferred by all well-posted trav-

ellers when passing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

It also operates the best route and theshort
line between

Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapolis.

Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison,

Fort Howard (Green Bay), Wis., Winona,

Owatonna, Mankato, Minn., Cedar Rapids,

Des Moines, Webster City, Algona, Clinton,

Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin, Rock-

ford, Ill. , are among its eight hundred local

stations on its lines.

Among a few of the numerous points of

superiority enjoyed by the patrons of this

road are its Day Coaches, which are the

finest that human art and ingenuity can

create; its Palatial Sleeping Cars ,

which are models of comfort and elegance;

the like of which are not run by any other

it is the best equipped road in the

world.

Allpoints of interest North, North-west,
and West of Chicago, business centres,

resorts, and noted hunting and

fishing grounds, are sccessible by the vari-
ous branches of this road.

It owns and controls over five thousand

milesof road, and has over four hundred

passenger conductors constantly caring for

its millions of patrons .

Ask your ticket agent for tickets via this

"Now, the whole force of this case de-

pends upon the assertion of Goldwin Smith

that Dr. Van Buren Denslow is a disciple of

Herbert Spencer. But the assertion is not

true in any sense or in any degree. On the

of MarysensenantagonistSpencer. His on Spencer's

Philosophy, first published in the Chicago

Times, while speaking of the man in the

usual terms of perfunctory compliment, as
have also Goldwin Smith and the Saturday

Review, is adverse, carping, and deprecia-
tory on every point that he considers. The

criticismwas regarded as so damaging that

Spencer's friendsweretold theymustreply
to it or forever hold their peace; and we

were confidently assured that the last we

should ever hear of Spencer's system was

the thud of the clods that Denslow had

route, and take none other. Allleading thrown upon its coffin."-Prof. Youmans, in
ticket agents sell them. It costs no more to

travel on this route that gives first-class ac-

commodations than it does to go by the

poorly equipped roads.

For maps, descriptive circulars, and sum-

mer resort papers, or other information not

obtainable at your local ticket office,writetothe

GEN'L PASS. AGENT, C. & N.-W. RY

CHICAGO, ILL.

Travels in Faith from

Tradition to Reason.

By ROBERT C. ADAMS .

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.

Popular Science Monthly and in Introduc-
tion to Current American Edition of the
Data ofEthics .

Stephen Pearl Andrews , as political ex-

ecutor of the late Thomas Paine, is as

fiercely indignant at Mr. Denslow's analysis

ofPaine's politics as Prof. Youmans is at
his assault on Spencer's Philosophy. On

the other hand, George Jacob Holyoake

speaks of the analysis of Paine's political

philosophy as " the most masterly refutation

of it extant, without showing in his words

SENT ON

30 DAYS

TEST TRIAL.

For logging camps, wood-yards, farmers getting out
stovewood, and all sorts of log-cutting-it isunrivaled,
Thousands sold yearly . Aboy of 16 can saw logs fastarl

easy. Immense saving of labor and money. Writo
forelegantly illustrated catalogue in 6 brilliantcolors,

alsobrilliantly illuminated poster in 5 colors. All free.
Agents Wanted. But monmoney made quickly.

MONARCHMF'G CO. , (A) 206 State St., Chicago, Il

SCIENT
IFIC

AMERI
CAN

ESTAB

The most popular Weeklynewspaper

devoted to science, mechanics, engineering, dis-

coveries, inventions and patents everpublished. Every

number illustrated with splendid engravings. This
publication, furnishes a most valuable encyclopediaof

information which no person should be without. The
popularity of the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN is such that

its circulation nearly equals that of all otherpapers of

its class combined. Price, $3.20a year. Discountto
Clubs. Soldby all newsdealers. MUNN & CO., Pub-

lishers, No. 361 Broadway, N. Y.

P

ATENTS. Thirty-Seven

Munn& Co, have also

Years' practice be-

forethePatent Office,

andhave prepared more than One Hun-

dred Thousand applications for pat-
ents in the United States and foreign

countries. Caveats, Trade-Marks, Copy-

rights, Assignments, and all other papers

for securing to inventors their rights in the

United States, Canada, England, France,
Germany and other foreign countries, prepared

atshort notice and on reasonable terms.

Information as to obtaining patents cheerfully

given without charge. Hand-booksof informa-

tionsent free. Patents obtained through Munn

&Co. are noticed in the Scientific American free.

The advantage of such notice is well understood byall

personswho wish to dispose of their patents.

Address MUNN & CO., Office SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN,

361Broadway,New York.

INVESTORS

should confer with the

WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO .,

LAWRENCE, KANSAS,

FirstMortgage Real Estate Loans paid

in New York. Absolute Satisfaction
GUARANTEED. For reliability, consult Third

Nat. Bank. N. Y. City, or Nat. Bank. Lawrence. Kan.

Security large. Interest promptly paid
Send for pamphletwith testimonials, sample for us, etc.
M. Perkins, Pres. N.F Hart, L. II. Perkins, Sec.

J. T. Warne , V. Pres. } Auditor. C. W.Gillett, Treat
F. M.

“ A PAPER

THE RISING SUN " Thinkerand
Utilitarians. Nothing like it. Specimenfree.
RISING SUN, Box 183,Kalamazoo, Mich.

THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT :

aritabismindanyconmity against the great Its Philosophical Basis ; Its Gen.whomhe confutes.

The late Dr. George M. Beard, of New

York, wrote to the author: "Your critique

on Spencer's Data of Ethics has all the

force of a discovery in ethics , and is of

great value. It deserved to be made the

subject of a separate treatise."

BELFORD CLARKE & CO. , Publishers,

CHICAGO, ILL.

eral Aims ; Its Relation to Chris-

tianity , Unitarianism, and Free

Religion.

THREE ADDRESSES BEFORE THE FREE RE-

LIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, BOSTON, MAY 30,

by Messrs. W. M. SALTER, W. L.

SHELDON, and S. B. WESTON.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price 15cents.
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SINCE the University of London opened its doors

to women, many have availed themselves of the

privilege. Several hundred are already matricu-

lated. Last year, one hundred and twentywomen

entered the examinations. Fifty were made "Bach-

elors of Art," eight "Bachelors of Science," and

three "Bachelors of Medicine." Recently, a lady

has received the title of Doctor and Master of Arts .

THE Ottawa (Ontario) Free Press, referring to

the recent defeat in the Vermont legislature of the

bill giving women who pay taxes the right to vote

in municipal and town elections, says that "in

Ontario the so-called 'unprogressive Canadians'

are a little more progressive than the people of

Vermont. The bill which their legislature re-

jected is already the law of Ontario. Score one

for the premier province of the Dominion."

MR. GLADSTONE'S Franchise Bill, which gives

suffrage to millions of men in Great Britain and

Ireland, is now law. In obtaining the concession

of a conference on redistribution, the Lords gained

a parliamentary point which will not be without

some advantage to them; but the victory of the

ministry, whose programme, as originally an-

nounced, was the Franchise Bill now, the Redistri-

butiveBill at a future session of Parliament, is be-

yonddispute.

Ar a recent convention of the English Positivists

at Manchester, Frederic Harrison said that what

was wanted was "a practical scheme of society

and politics leading to a new future for the com-

monwealth of nations." "The Christian priest

had nothing to do with the thoughts of ninety-nine

out of every hundred of his congregation." The

testing question for every system he declared to be,

"What have you done andwhat do you expect to

do with this burden of modern poverty, this suffer-

ing hopelessness, this degradation of the vast labor-

ingmasses ?"

DESPATCHES from Rome say that "all Italy is

alarmed by a carnival of clerical crime." The

language of the announcement is somewhat sensa-

tional; but there is nodoubt that the publication

of occurrences, in which priests figure prominently

as offenders against chastity and the purity of the

home, has become so frequent that the popular

indignation is very pronounced. The papers con-

tain shocking details, which we do not care to

reprint. It is said that these scandals have been

urged upon the attention of the Pope, who shows

much concern, andhas ordered a searching investi-

gation, and demanded that "nothing be left undone

that would tend to relieve the Church of the odium

which had been cast upon her by her unwor-

thy sons."

A CONVENTION of the Rhode Island Woman

Suffrage Association was held at Providence,-two

or three of the sessions in the State House,-Decem-

ber 3 and 4. Mrs. Elizabeth B. Chase, the presi-

dent, delivered an address of welcome. Among

the other speakers were Mrs. Lucy Stone, Rev.

C. W. Wendte, Miss Susan B. Anthony, Hon.

Abraham Paine, William Lloyd Garrison, Miss

Mary F. Eastman, Frederic Douglass, F. A. Hinck-

ley, John C. Wyman, Dr. F. F. C. Garvin, and

Henry B. Blackwell, certainly a strong array of

speakers. Letters of sympathy and encourage-

ment were read from Elizabeth Cady Stanton,

Congressmen Hoar and Long of Massachusetts,

and Mrs. Margaret Bright Lucas, a sister of John,

and Jacob Bright. The attendance was large,

and the deep interest manifested was very gratify-

ing to the friends of woman suffrage.
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to agnosticism; and, furthermore, that The Index

keeps standing in every number of the paper a

notice that "no writers in The Index, editorial or

otherwise, are to be regarded as speaking in behalf

of the Free Religious Association as a whole ; nor

is any writer to be held responsible for any opin-

ions expressed in its columns except his own,"-it

willbe seen that the remark of the Commonwealth

is hardlyjust.

THE New York Evangelist says : "There can be

no doubt, we think, that the notion that the body

of man was first developed from some inferior

form of organization, and that the creative act

consisted in breathing a rational soul into this

animal organization, is without a particle of sup-

port in the word of God. There is as little room

for doubt that this notion is just as clearly unwar-

ranted by the confession and the catechisms to

which the Southern Church is so conspicuously

loyal.... As for the special notion that man, as a

physical organism, is an outgrowth of antecedent

forms of life, we may, after the manner of Prof.

[Henry Boynton] Smith, fitly characterize it as

ahypothetical inference abstractly derived from an

unproven metaphysical assumption: it is, in fact,

nothing more." The theory of the derivation

of the higher from the lower organisms is so well

sustained by cumulative proof that the great

majority of scientific men who have carefully

investigated the subject regard it as next to a

demonstration. The proof is of a character that

any logical mind, with a general knowledge of

science, must see its force. "The notion that the

body of man was developed from some inferior

form of organization, and that the creative act

consisted in breathing a rational soul into this ani-

mal organization," is a notion in which is com-

bined a scientific fact with a theological fiction,

making the notion an absurdity. Such a notion,

although frequently asserted by men who try to

"pour the generous new wine of science into the

old worn-out bottles of Judaism," is, from a scien-

tific and philosophic point of view, ridiculous. If

the human body is derived from lower forms, the

human mind is derived from lower intelligences,

which are correlated with these structures. Other-

wise, the animal intelligence must have been ex-

pelled from somebody tomake room for a ready-

made human soul, or the dead body of some ani-

mal, resembling man in structure, must have been

resuscitated to become the tabernacle of a human

intelligence. If the intelligence or mind of the

supposed animal was evolved by modifications of

pre-existing intelligence, why deny that a contin-

uance of the process resulted in the intelligence

which was correlated with the physical structure

of earliest man, when it is admitted that the

humanbodywas developed fromthebodyofan ani-

mal ? The primary fact of evolution is continuity,

which isconspicuous by its absence in the supposed

method of creating the human mind and lodging

it in the body of a brute. If a theory is presented,

THE other day, a manwas arrested in New York

bya policeman for having caused a crowd to col-

lect to hear the result of the Jerome Park races ;

and he was placed under bonds by the police

court to keep the peace. The defendant appealed

to Judge Barrett of the Supreme Court, who was

unable to discover that the man had committed

any offence. "There is one thing," he said, "that

people should get out of their minds,-that it was

a heinous offence for a citizen to refuse to obey

the most extraordinary command of a policeman.

It is proper that not only should citizens get that

idea out of their heads, if ithad been put there,-

and it seemed that it had, but the idea should also

get out of the policemen and magistrates. It is

not a crime to refuse to obey an order of an officer

which is not a proper one." Indifference to per-

sonal liberty is as dangerous as disregard of the

requirements of social order. It is a duty to in-

sist upon our own rights as well as to observe the

rights of others.

THE Commonwealth does not seem to comprehend

fully the breadth and scope of The Index or of the

Free Religious Association. In taking exception

to a recent statement in this paper which appeared

over the writer's initials, it remarks : "The Index

is the organ of the Free Religionists. If the above

represents all the religious consolation Free Relig-

ionists can give humanity, we think the sooner

they retire from the religious business altogether,

the better." When it is considered that the Free

Religious Association does not require subscription

to any creed as a condition of membership, and
that its members individually represent a great

variety of beliefs, from Judaism and Christianity

it shouldhave, to command respect, at least a cer-
tain consistency and coherency of thought, even

though ithave no facts to sustain it.
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DEFINITIONS OF RELIGION.

At the recent Convention of the Free Religious

Association at Florence, one of the speakers, Mrs.

Diaz, in her very bright and pungent address, raised

the question of the meaning of the word "religion"

asused in the constitution of the Association. It

is not the first time that this question has been

raised, nor will it probably be the last. It has

been asked at previous meetings of the Associa-

tion. It has been considered from time to time by

writers in The Index. And because, when the

question is thus raised, no one steps forward to

speak for the Association or the answer is given

that no individual,be he member or officer, has a

name and constitution ? We reply that it is by no

means impossible. The constitution itself gives

the answer, if it is given anywhere. That is the

only official, corporate utterance which the Asso-

ciation has ever made concerning the matter ; and

that must be regarded as the corporate voice of the

Association itself, that is, of all its members. Let

us go, then, to the constitution and see what it

says, bringing to it not any of our individual com-

mentaries upon its meaning, but applying to it

those simple rules of grammatical and logical in-

terpretation which have to be applied to any piece

of composition to ascertain what it means.

First, as to the use of the adjective "religious"

in the nameof the Association and in the expres-

It

right to speak for it in such amatter, an impression of the third of its three objects as stated in

sion is apt to be left that either the Association

has used the word without attaching anymeaning

to it or that its purpose in using the word cannot

now be known with sufficient definiteness to admit

of an intelligible statement of it. But neither of

these inferences, in our opinion, is correct. If no

one assumes to answer the question for the Asso-

ciation, it is because of the fact that the constitu-

tion of the Association by express clause strin-

gentlyguards the individual responsibility of each

member for his or her opinions. On account of

this clause, no one has a right to speak for the

Association in the domain of opinions and beliefs;

and anymember, especially one in official position,

whomaybe asked what the Association means by

its use of the word "religion," may well hesitate

about answering, lest unguardedly and uncon-

sciously he may impart a coloring and form from

his own definition of religion to his interpretation

of the Association's use of the word.

the constitution,-namely, "to encourage the scien-

tific study of man's religious nature and history,"

-it might probably be safely assumed that only

the common and primary meaning of an adjective

so formed was intended to be signified; that is,

that the Association was to concern itself with the

subject of religion. But the adjective, of course,

gives no clew to the meaning of the noun.

simply shows that the Association singles out one

of the most prominent and powerful of the facts

ofhuman history, and, without assuming any ex-

planation of it, proposes to concern itself with that

fact, in all its length and breadth and meaning,

whatever these may be. The main point of in-

❘quiry, therefore, pertains to the meaning of the

substantive "religion" as used in the constitution,

and not to the use of the adjective "religious,"

which merely signifies "relating to religion."

That individual members of the Association are

at no loss how to define religion, is a proposition

which probably no one who has any acquaintance

with their writings and speeches will be inclined

to dispute. We recall at once definitions which

have been given by Abbot, Johnson, Wasson,

Frothingham, Weiss, Savage, Lucretia Mott ; and

others might be found without much effort. Our

own definition we have stated and restated in The

Index and elsewhere. There is a traditional story,

resting we believe on fact, that an Andover theo-

logical student, who attended one of the earlier

conventions of the Free Religious Association,

went awayand reported that he had heard there

as many different definitions of religion as he

heard speakers,-some three or five of them. How

is it possible, was his query, that an Association

calling itself "Religious" should be able to accom-

plish anything, when its representative speakers

and officers do not even agree among themselves

as to what religion is ? He did not see that a part

of what the Association intended to accomplish

consists in this very freedom and diversity of indi-

vidual thought and expression; that one of its

leading objects was to show that, under variety of

opinion and belief, there might be essential unity

of aim and spirit. Very likely, too, these different

definitions of religion which have been given by

prominent speakers on the Free Religious plat-

form, if closely analyzed, would be found to differ

more in form of statement than in substance.

But, whatever the difference, it is a difference

which is not sharedby the Free Religious Associa-
tion alone. Strict unity in defining religion is

not to be found even among strict Orthodox theolo-

gians. The word has different meanings in popu-

lar usage. The dictionaries give these various

meanings. Even the etymological derivation of

theword from the Latin is in doubt.

Is it, then, impossible to say or to discover what

the Free Religious Association meant by its use

of the words "religious" and "religion" in its

The word "religion" occurs but once in the con-

stitution of the Association. This is in the state-

ment of its first object, as follows : "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion. " The

phraseology here would seem clearly to point to

that broad distinction which is recognized in all

the specific religions between theological creeds or

beliefs and those virtues which concern character

and conduct. Even the dictionaries recognize this

distinction. In this clause, the Association says

that it exists to emphasize the practical, ethical,

or conduct side of religion, in distinction from its

speculative or theological side. This, then, is the

meaning, and the only meaning, in which the As-

sociation as a corporate body can be said to use

the word "religion." It definitely applies it to

matters of character and conduct.

This, as we said above, seems clear from the

form of the statement it elf. But it is put beyond

all possible question by another important sen-

tence in the second article of the constitution,

which says: "Nothing in the name or constitution

of the Association shall ever be construed as lim-

iting membership by any test of speculative opin-

ion or belief; or as defining the position of the

Association, collectively considered, with reference

to any such opinion or belief; or as interfering

in any other way with that absolute freedom of

thought and expression which is the natural right

of every rational being." This constitutional pro-

vision makes it impossible that the Association,

as such, should adopt or indorse any of the defini-

tions of religion whichmaybe put forth on phil-

osophical or theological grounds by any of its mem-

bers or by other persons, howeverrational and log-

ical any of these definitions may be, or however

important it should seem to the individual holders

of them that they should be uttered and urged, or

however really beneficial it maybe to the progress

of thought that these individual views should be

proclaimed. As contributions to the free discus-

sionof a great subject, the Association legiti-

mately welcomes such statements, and any well

considered opinions concerning religion, on its

platform and in its publications. But, as a body,

it distinctly declares that none of them shall be

made a qualification formembership.

Not only, then, by the special phraseology of the

clause inwhich the word "religion" occurs in the

first article of its constitution,but still more by

this sentence in the second article, does theAsso-

ciation clearly restrict and define its own use of

the term "religion." It says in the second article

thatit doesnot use the term asdenoting any kind

of speculative opinions or beliefs or systems of

theology ; and, in the light of what is here ex-

cluded, the first article says, as plainly as words

can say anything, that by "the practical interests

of pure religion" is meant practical righteousness.

It cannot be charged, therefore, that the Free Re-

ligious Association uses the word"religion," but

cannot explain what it means by it. The consti-

tution of the Association is its voice; and that

says, without any equivocation, that the word "re-

ligion" as there used does not signify any special

system of theological beliefs, but is restricted in

its application to that more important and more

practical part of life which is concerned with con-

duct. The question, indeed, might still be raised

whether some better form of words might not be

found to express this same idea; but it cannot

be maintained that this amendment is required

because the constitution, as it is, logically ex-

presses any other idea.

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

CREATION, EVOLUTION, AND MONAD-

OLOGY.

The so-called scientific world of our time has

thrown aside the term "creation," wherebymen in

former times cloaked their ignorance respecting

the origin of things, and has replaced it by the

term "evolution." Creation, meaning the making

of something out of nothing by Somebody that

nobody knew anything about, became, as soon as

men dared to trust their eyes, avery transparent

cloak, and revealed in all its nakedness the igno-

rance and presumption which it was supposed to

conceal. For this reason, it has given way to

evolution. This is supposed to be a less transpar-

ent cloak, and for the present, indeed, it is so.

But, after all, it is only a cloak which, in spite

of its great fashionableness, covers up profound

ignorance.

An explanation of any fact or series of facts

means the expression of all that is contained in

that fact or series of facts in terms already under-

stood. An unknown is never explained bybeing

expressed in terms whose meaning is not compre-

hended. If I say that the world exists because

God created it, and understand neither of the

terms "God" and "created," I am merely darken-

ing words without understanding. ButIamdoing

nothing better when I try to explain a fact by

means of terms which imply essential conditions

not existing in the fact under consideration. If,

for example, I say with Schopenhauer that the

apple falls to the ground because it wills to fall, I

am giving an explanation which means nothing,

because the term "will" has no meaning apart

from conscious intelligence, which the apple cer-

tainly does not possess. Voluntas non fertur in

incognitum,-that cannot be willed which is not

known.

In the same way, if I say, with the so-called

evolutionists of the present day, that the world, as

it becomes and exists, is the result of the evolution

of a single unknown principle, I am saying some-

thing which, if carefully examined, is found to

have no meaning whatsoever, to correspond to

nothing in our experience, and to be, therefore,

amerecloak for ignorance. The term "evolution"
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action. "But how can we obviate these objec-

tions?" will be the next question. I reply, By

casting aside your baseless assumption that evolu-

tion is dueto asingle principle, auniversal energy,

and assuming the eternal existence of individu-

alities,-in other words, of a multiplicity of prin-

ciples. When you have done this, you will have

given every one of such principles an environ-

ment, and made action and reaction and, conse-

quently, evolution possible. But you will also

have done more than this. By making your va-

rious principles eternal, you have, to a great

extent, made them independent of each other, se-

cured them a large sphere of freedom, consonant

with their inner nature, and banished fatalism

from the universe. At the same time, you have

given morality ameaning, and made it possible for

justice to be done under the sun. That which

exists forever is certain, sooner or later, to receive

the full reward of its deeds, be these good or evil ;

and it is this certainty alone that satisfies the

demands of the intellect and the cravings of the

heart, and gives life its full significance.

means simply "unfolding," and in its scientific

sense is applied to the development of organized

beings (plants and animals) from their seed.

Now, all such development implies, besides the

seed, an environment, between which and the seed

action and reaction can take place, and of which

the seed, or the active principle in it, can appro-

priate a part, and thereof build up a material

organism. Without an environment, no seed would

ever germinate or unfold, no evolution would be

possible. Appropriation of foreign material is an

essential element in all physical development of

which we know anything or can form any rational

conception. Andwhat is true ofphysical develop-

ment is equally true of spiritual or mental devel-

opment. Weknow of no mental evolution that is

not dependent on an environment. All is condi-

tioned by action and reaction. If we choose to

assume that there is, or may be, an intelligence not

so conditioned, we are making an assumption that

is purely arbitrary and gratuitous, letting our

imaginations run wild in the pathless regions that

lie beyond our experience. The simple truth is

that a single entity,-call it what you choose, idea,

force, will,-evolving through itself, is as unthink-

able as a God creating a world out of nothing.

In fact, there is, at bottom, no difference between

the two pseudo-concepts, creation and evolution :

both imply action without reaction, action upon

nothing, which, in the case of mind, no less than in

the case of matter, is unthinkable.

psychology is but the knowledge of such souls.

Human souls, it is true, aremonads in a high state

of evolution, having risen above sensation to in-

telligence; but even they, in the first portion of

their human career, are only sensitive, and their

actions purely instinctive. There seems to exist

no valid objection to the hypothesis that all the

activities in the universe have their origin in

monads, sensitive and intellective, like the souls of

men, or else merely sensitive, like souls in a lower

stage of development. Such an hypothesis has

found favorwith some of the most profound and

courageous thinkers that the world has ever seen,

e.g. , with Giordano Bruno and Leibniz. Be the

hypothesis correct or not, one thing is perfectly

certain : that, unless the ultimate energiest of the

universe are similar to our own spirits, they will

forever remain inscrutable to us, for the simple

reason that all knowledge, in order to be true

knowledge, must be capable of analysis into psy-

chological facts known directly and requiring no

further reduction. For this reason, we may say

with perfect certainty that, if ever the universe

and its processes are to be comprehended, it will

beon thebasis of a doctrine of monads, or spiritual

entelechies.

"Du gleichst dem Geist den du begreifst,

Nicht mir"

(Thou resemblest the spirit which thou comprehendest,

Notme),

says the earth-spirit in Faust, and vanishes, in-

comprehensible even to God's express image (Eben-

bild der Gottheit). We must resemble that which

we conceive, else we cannot conceive at all. This

is why creation and evolution, as at present held

in words, are, and must ever remain, incomprehen-

sible to us. Being is not intelligence, as Parmen-

ides thought; but being is feeling and instinct, or

it is nothing-for us at least ; τὸ γὰρ αὐτὸ αἰσθάνεσθαί

ἐστὶν τε καὶ εἶναι .

Ihave said that the notion of evolution's being

all due to a single principle is a baseless assump-

tion, and I say so for two reasons: (1) because I

have never seen one fact that favored it ; and (2)

because the whole conception of evolution conflicts

with it. In the words of an able writer quoted in

The Index of November 13, "it seems to me there

is not the least ground for assuming a universal,

all-effective energybehind the definite complexes of

powerwhich actuallycompel our perceptions. And

these compelling powers, when they are not other

human beings, are inferior to our own nature." In-

deed, I think the true doctrine of evolutionmaybe

stated in this way: Every individual of those com-

posing the universe evolves exactly in proportion

as it involves itself, through action and reaction,

with other individuals different from itself. If

this be true, the amount of evolution in the case

of any individual will depend upon four things :

(1) the number of other individuals with which

it is involved; (2) the degree of development of

these individuals; (3) their variety; and (4) the

degree and kind ofinvolution which is possible with

them. A completely evolved being would be one

that had involved itself, as far as its own nature

would permit, with all the other individuals in

the universe ; and an absolutely perfect individual

wouldbe one that had involved itself with all the

other individuals in the universe, down to the in-

most depths of their being as fully developed. It

is of course plain that, upon this principle, no

one individual could be absolutely perfect until

all had reached their highest possible development.

And this result is in perfect conformity with facts.

The truth is, the doctrine of evolution, instead

of seeking to find a basis in Spinozism, as it has

hitherto done, must connect itself with a doctrine

of monads, such as Leibniz set forth, if ever it is

to become intelligible and satisfactory. About a

primitive universal energy it is on all hands admit-

ted that we can know nothing, though some have

maintained that "the conditions of human thought

are such that we must either refrain from thinking

of the universal energy at all or think of it as in

some inscrutable way psychical."* This would be

to think a contradiction. On the other hand, of

individual monadic energies we know agreat deal,

since every human soul is such an energy, and all

Imaintain, then, that the doctrine of evolution,

as at present held, involves an impossible concept,

just as the older doctrine of creation did. Not

only are these concepts impossible, but the at-

tempt to hold and apply them is fraught with

verydisastrous consequences to intelligence and to

morals. Indeed, any attempt to make the intellect

seem to say what it does not say, or to palter with

its deliverances, is intellectual dishonesty and the

first step toward moral obliquity. But the present

view of the conditions of evolution tends toward

the same result in other ways. The belief that

the world is due to the evolution of a single princi-

ple leads to fatalism and to disbelief in the perma-

nency of any individual, and this it does independ-

ently of whether we conceive the one principle to

be psychical in its nature or not. Now, fatalism

and disbelief in the permanency of individuality

are both prejudicial to morality. The former

makes morality impossible, the latter makes it

aimless or unjust. No man can act morally or,

for that matter, immorally, so long as his actions

are controlled by fate or necessity; and no order

of things is moral in which good actions do not

produce good results, or in which he who performs

them does not exist long enough to receive the

reward thereof. That one being should labor and

suffer want, while another reaps the fruit of this

labor, is eternally unjust and the very essence of

injustice, no matter whether this other be a capi-

talist of the present day or a member of that far-

off "coming race," which, it is supposed, will be

selfish enough to accept and enjoy all the rewards

of the toil and martyrdom of previous races.

If such be the outcome of the current doctrine

of evolution, we ought surely to hesitate before

accepting it in its present form.

"But," it will be answered, "evolution is a fact ;

and you cannot do otherwise than accept it." This

may be true, but it does not touch the question

under consideration. That question is, not whether

we shall accept evolution, which is a fact, but

whether we shall accept the theoretical explana-

tion of evolution at present current. I say we

must not and cannot, (1) because it is not an in-

telligible theory, and (2) because it is a theory

which stultifies the intellect and paralyzes moral

*John Fiske in The Index for September 4th, ult. It sur-

prises me that a writer of Mr. Fiske's ability and clear-

ness should have allowed himself to pen the last self-con-

tradictory clause. When he uses the term psychical, he

uses it to symbolize something thathe understands, that

is scrutable for him, or he does not. If he does not, he is

using aword without meaning. Whatever else inscrutable

may mean, it certainly means unthinkable; and to think

of athing as in some unthinkable way psychical is surely

a remarkable feat, and one which, it is to be hoped, the

conditions of human thought do notcompel it to perform.

THOMAS DAVIDSON.

SUFFRAGE : A PLEA FOR WOMAN.

I.

The present aspect oftheWoman Suffrage ques-

tion revives a recollection of the people of Prussia

earnestly but peacefully struggling for constitu-

tional representation. William III. was an un-

limited monarch, who sincerely believed that he

held his crown by a divine right, and that to give

up a prerogative was to betray a trust confided in

him by God; and yet the generations had not

described a half-score since the people placed his

ancestors in power.

There sat William of Prussia reflecting upon

the ingratitude of his subjects for asking aconsti-

tutional representation! How could the impracti-

cable people know anything about ruling? Was

not he the anointed ruler of the land, accountable

to God alone? All that he asked of his subjects

was unquestioning obedience, and in return he

would love them-as long as they loved and were

subservient to him. But to ask for constitutional

rights was too much : it was treason, and must be

resisted. He tried resistance; and soon the ques-

tion assumed the proportions of a constitutional

king, or a king without a crown. And, with a res-

ervation which the kings of "divine rights" always

practised, he submitted; and the Germans will

henceforth protect their own liberties.

See an admirable statement of Leibniz's doctrine in

Dr. Hedge's recent work, Atheismin Philosophy and other

Essays, in the essays on "G. W. von Leibniz " and "The

Lords of Life." Dr. Hedge himself, one of the most culti-

vated and fair-minded thinkers of our time, expresses his

beliefin the doctrine of monads, supplementing it withthe

Buddhist doctrine of Karma, which is but another name

for the volitional results of evolution.

† I use the term energy (ἐνεργεία) here in the Aristotelian

sense, as almost equivalent to entelechy (ἐντελέχεια) or

monad. Imust beg to express myutter dissent from Dr.

Hedge's opinion that ἐντελέχεια ought to be rendered into

English by function.
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Afew years ago, perhaps since William of Prus-

sia granted constitutional rights to the Germans, a

small band of women in this country became im-

bued with the idea that women who paid taxes on

property have rights in that property, individual

and inalienable, except so far as they in their own

judgment see fit to release control. These women

were called crazy adventurers, pestilent agitators

desirous of subverting wholesome regulations of

national polity. Woman's rights, indeed ! What

rights had a woman to ask for, except such as her

noble protector, man, should choose to grant ? It

was folly, and every conservative power was in-

voked to frown down the unreasonable beldames.

The pulpit opened its broadside assaults upon the

movement as a sacrilegious innovation upon Bible

teachings ; society looked with scorn upon the de-

voted band; their gatherings were sometimes in-

trudeduponbyajeering crowdofcitizens,often over-

stepping the bounds of decency in their behavior,

whose conduct was condoned by the plea that it

was provoked by a lot of women gathered to talk

nonsense. But, in someway, these women gained

that which they demanded; and now a recorded

deed makes a sound title for the sale and transfer

of real estate, when signed only by a woman.

Apredecessor of William of Prussia instructed

his ministers to adopt a general system of educa

tion; "although," said Frederick the Great, "I am

aware that they will learn their rights, but my con-

tests will be with men, not brutes." These women

entered into the contest from the stand-point of

education and cultivated refinement : they had but

one object, and thought that, if that should be

gained, they would be satisfied. But a taste of the

fruit from the tree of liberty produces an exhila-

ration which calls for more, until the partaker feels

a sense of being in possession of a fair proportion

of the supply. They now ask to be intrusted with

the ballot and full citizen rights; for women are

not citizens, they are persons amenable to the law,

and make up the population which is the people.

And if any portion of a community, under a sys-

tem of freedom for all, be not citizens, they can

by no logical conclusion be anything save one of

two things : either they are alien residents or that

which that word "thing" implies. They are living

things, and nothing more. The convict who has

served his penal servitude walks the earth a living

thing: he is dead to rights as a citizen. There

are men who, for an error, a mistaken yielding

to passion, render themselves justly amenable to

penalties of outraged law, but with sensibilities as

keen as the judge who sentences or the jury who

are compelled to convict, and with sense to know

the right andto desire to avoid the wrong; and to

such the consequences of their wrong-doing must

be a living death.

These women to whom the right of suffrage

appears a palladium of freedom, and a release from

a position for which they have done nothing to

justify a penalty, feel their situation as keenly as

that unfortunate convict. But there is a differ-

encewhich must be frankly admitted. The women

never had citizen rights, wherefore they have lost

nothing. But is not the craving, gnawing, hank-

ering for a hope deferred as cruel to bear as a pen-

alty deserved, however cruel that penalty may be ?

But say some men and manywomen: "It was

never intended that woman should go out from a

certain sphere in which she is lovable and deserves

to command respect. But give her the ballot ,

every beautiful characteristic will vanish : she will

be unsexed, lost to womanly sensibilities, boister-

ous, polluted, and useless in the community, if she

exercise citizen rights." This declaration is a

libel upon the ballot, an accusation that its tend-

encies are polluting. Such an idea is a corruption

of the body politic, which should be extirpated as

carefully and with as much determination as is

resorted to for the purpose of destroying a cancer

eating vitality from the body material. What is

this sphere in which so many men and women

think a woman must confine herself to be lovable

and deserving respect? It is so conventional, so

definite to the understanding and the mind of all,

that it would be superfluous to describe, but for

itsbearing further on. This sphere, then, is to be

a wife and mother, with children to wash, dress,

and keep clothed with an assiduity which knows

no cessation ; to cook, wash, iron, scrub, and keep

the house in perfect order in every appointment ;

to instruct the children, and prepare the daughters

to fill a sphere, and all the time appear cheerful,

happy, and contented, without which lovableness

will be destroyed and respect withheld. If I ex-

aggerate the average sphere of a woman to whom

these men and women refer, discount all asser-

tions or applications in the precise proportion that

I fail in this picture.

Perhaps unfortunately, perhaps unhappily, but

undeniably there are young womenwho possess a

firmness of principle which guides them to the

determination that they will be the centre of no

sphere until they meet the manwho, in their judg-

ment, has those characteristics which will justify

the conviction that he is the one with whom they

can form and create a sphere where they can be

lovable and command respect. In the circle of

their acquaintance, no such man presents himself;

and, reliantly and fearlessly, they decide upon a

career to gain a livelihood. And, when success

crowns their efforts, they are precisely as lovable ,

precisely as worthy of esteem, as if they had fol-

lowed out the line of the conventional sphere. And

Ideny that they lower the standard of womanly

attributes, whether their capability and taste en-

able them to succeed at the anvil or plough , the lit-

erary chair, the hospital walk, in the farm or field,

kitchen or parlor,-in any occupation which is

reputable and proper for anyman to enter into.

If not, why not? Your only answer can be that

it is contrary to custom, it is unconventional.

Not three centuries since, it was the custom that

a daughter making a request for a new dress, or

in regard to placing her affections, or any propo-

sition of moment, should kneel to her father, with

eyes lowered upon the ground,and inallhumility

of demeanor receive his decision as an oracle

which would render her unworthy of her sex, if

she questioned for an instant or refused to obey

withouthesitation. And, within this decade, I have

seen the report of doings in conventions of various

organizations, where the question of the judicious

limits for female educationwas seriously discussed.

In slavery times, the economic question of the min-

imum of food upon which a slave could exist was

ever uppermost to the planter. And this was no

more cruel a question than to ask at what point to

place the maximum of intellectual food for man or

woman. It should be all that can be properly di-

gested in either case. Awoman deserves to acquire

all knowledge within the scope of her capacity.*

J. F. WETMORE.

*It is thought by many persons, particularly our New

England friends, that the practice of Germans in the West

permitting their wives and daughters to work in the field

evinces a lower standard of civilization than that which

prevails in New England. This is a prejudice, as I know

byexperience of many a night passed inGerman farm-
houses,where the wo nen returned from field labor to be

the centre of refinement and even culture, as indicated by

the completeness and thoroughness of every household

duty, accompanied by a display of needle-work and that

simple decoration which makes a plain home cheerful ,

often with efforts of native talent exercised to produce

paintings or pictures, with flowers always present. My

visits were of a character to cause me to be a welcome

guest; and a dance was a usual incident, accompanied by

music and singing, sometimes so exquisit as to be as fasci-

nating as any formally arranged affair, and all combined

leaving that impression of a "feast of reason and aflow of

soul" possible only when the surroundings are those of
refinement and culture.

THE MORAL EDUCATION OF CHILDREN .

Many methods by which children in our schools

may receive a moral education have been sug-

gested, but I know of none of which such good

resultscanbepredicted as that of classes in ethi-

cal biography similar to those establishedby Felix

Adler in his Society for Ethical Culture in New

York.

All who have had experience of the love of

children for what they call "truly stories" know

with what interest they listen to such narrations,

and how readily their sympathies are excited on

the side of truth and justice. The first lessons in

ethics are here imparted. The lines of our de-

partedpoet-

"Lives of great men allremindus

We canmake our lives sublime,

And,departing,leavebehind us

Footprints on the sands of time"-

have found an echo in the hearts of thousands,

and influenced them to resist the temptation to

float idlydown the current of time, with no striv-

ings for a higher, nobler life. That there is some-

thing inhumannature which responds to the good

in others, which recognizes the spiritual and moral

elements in character, no student of history can

doubt. This undeveloped moral germ in the child

needs the warmth and stimulus which lives of men

and women eminent for the possession and prac-

tice of the noblest virtues of humanitycan impart.

In the young minds wanting these indispensable

conditions of moral development and growth, the

poisonous seeds afforded by many of the sensa-

tional books and papers to which they can readily

have access will take root, and bear the fruit of

selfish indulgence and vicious practices.

There can be no greater incentives to lead lives

consecrated to rectitude and usefulness than the

biographies of men andwomen who have struggled

with adverse circumstances and have conquered,

whose worth and genius the world now acknowl-

edges. What an influence these classes in ethical

biography, under the guidance of a sympathetic

teacher, who, like Mr. Adler, would take up the

work with enthusiasm, would have on the young

men and women going out from our schools to

take their places in the great workshop of the

world!

To aid in this work of training the children to

love and practise usefulness, not only the moral

and intellectual faculties must be developed, but

the physical also must receive attention. For this

purpose, industrial education should become a part

of all systems of instruction. Our prisons are filled

with those whom selfishness and idleness have

induced to lead lives of infamy. They are not, as

a class, ignorant men, but oftener those whose

intellects have been cultivated, and not the moral

or industrial elements of their complex natures.

They are the demagogues, the defaulters, those in

whom the greed for gold has silenced every good

impulse, in whom the passions have been allowed

full sway, and in consequence have demanded

gratification, and obtained it through brutality and

bloodshed. Many of these men would now per-

haps be filling honorably their places in their

families and society, if the moral impetus, the

industrial stimulus, had been early given them by

the right kind of examples set before them at

home and in school.

The teacher of biography must be adapted to

his work, or he cannot be successful. "Knowledge

is much, but not all." said Prof. Tyndall. "He

must have power as well, the ability to stimulate

as well as to inform. The power of character

must underlie and enforce the work of the intel-

lect. " The success which crowned the efforts of
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Prof. Tyndall in the life of hard work and self-
denial he led, while pursuing his scientific studies

in the German universities, was owing to the

spirit by which he was infected by reading the

works of Fichte, Emerson, and Carlyle. "The

Alpha and Omega of their teaching was loyalty

to duty, and this it was which kept him at his

work." Through the inspiration, the moral force

of the characters and teachings of these men, of

whom he says, "Let no one persuade you that they

were not great men," we to-day are now blessed

with the ripe and vast stores of knowledge of one

ofour most advanced thinkers and scientists,-one

who says "he bears the scars of the battle in

which many are now engaged." Shall not our

schools have the benefit of his and of other noble

lives, and our children be encouraged to emulate

them, and these influences go on multiplying and

increasing the power of good over evil ?

R. F. BAXTER.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

THE University of Heidelberg has done itself no

honor in declining 100,000 marks offered by an

unknown benefactor, on condition that women

should be allowed to study there.

SOME of the papers read before the Science

Class, whose meetings are held at the Parker

Memorial every Sunday at 12.15 P.M., are of great

merit; and the discussions which follow are usually

very interesting and instructive.

SAYS the Christian Union, "The sorrowful life

of Carlyle is a providential answer to the modern

philosophy, which asks the young to reject the

historic Christ, and anchor their faith to their

spiritual intuitions. " To what are the lives of Dar-

win and Emerson, differing widely, but neither of

them a "sorrowful life," "a providential answer" ?

So far as we are able to judge from years of

observation, the lives of those who reject "the

historic Christ" as a superhuman character are

just as cheerful andhappy as the lives of orthodox

or even heterodox Christians .

THE Boston Herald, referring to polygamous

marriages in Utah, remarks : "Having failed to in-

terdict these marriages, the government is now em-

barrassed by the results of its negligence. The

most that can be done, apparently, is to prevent,

by sure penalties and punishments, the contraction

of further polygamous unions ; to require a license,

publicity, and a record of all marriages ; to con-

firm and extend the disqualifications of polyga-

mists, as a deterrent force with theyoung men ; and

to prohibit the immigration of law-breakers re-

cruited by the Mormon missionaries abroad. It is

too late to cut up the upas tree by the roots, but

it canbe girdled and left to die. "

THE following Thanksgiving proclamation, is-

suedby Gov. Stoneman of California, is very much

like that ofGov. Hoadly of Ohio :-

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, Executive Department.

In accordance with custom, and in conformity with

the proclamation of the President of the United

States, I hereby designate and set apart Thursday, the

twenty-seventhday of November, A.D. 1884, as a day

of thanksgiving and prayer throughout the State. In

witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and

caused the great seal of the State to be affixed at the

State Capitol, in the City of Sacramento, on this the

seventeenthday ofNovember, A.D. 1884.

GEORGE STONEMAN,

Governor of the State of California.

GOV. HOADLY, interviewed as to his reasons for

the omission of the name of Deity in his Thanks-

giving proclamation, said last week to a reporter of

a Columbus paper:-

If you desire to know my reasons for omittingto

mention the deity, I will tell you. I was reading the

New Testament recently, and was thinking if Blaine

should be elected what sort of a Thanksgiving procla-

mation I could issue. I found in the twenty-first

verse of the seventh chapter of Matthew that which

seems to convey the two principal characteristics of

my proclamation, an intimation that it is not neces-

sary to call upon the deity, and an exhortation to

charity. The verse is as follows : "Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king-

dom of heaven, but he that doeth the will of my

Father which is in heaven."

MR. S. E. MOFFETT writes fromKingsbury, Cal.:

"The articles of Mr. Curtis on the Mormon ques-

tion suggest a reminiscence, which I give for what

it is worth. Many years ago, an old friend of our

family was telling my mother about some boyish

jokes perpetrated by himself and a young compan-

ion. He said that during the progress of some

excavations at Kinderhook, Ill., they prepared

some ancient-looking plates, and buried them in

the bottom of a hole. When the workmen re-

turned, the plates were discovered and caused a

sensation in the archæological world. This may

not be the explanation of the find that Mr. Curtis

describes, but perhaps it is."

THE lectures on Emerson, read last summer at

the Concord School of Philosophy, have been is-

sued in a handsome volume, under the title of

The Genius and Character ofEmerson, by James R.

Osgood & Co. The work is edited by F. B. San-

born, and comprises lectures by Mrs. E. D. Cheney,

Julian Hawthorne, M. René de Poyen Belleisle,

Dr. Bartol, Miss E. P. Peabody, F. B. Sanborn,

E. D. Mead, Mrs. Julia Ward Howe, G. W.

Cooke, William T. Harris, and P. C. Mozoomdar.

Also passages from Alcott's correspondence and

diary, and poems in honor of Emerson by Miss

Emma Lazarus, Ellery Channing, F. B. Sanborn,

and Mrs. E. C. Kinney. The work is one which

every admirer and student of the serene philoso-

pher will wish to own. Price $2.00.

SAYS John W. Chadwick, in a recent able and

brilliant discourse :-

It is good, old-fashioned Unitarianism, the Uni-

tarianism of William Ellery Channing, which de-

clared that character, not creed, is the essential thing ,

and that it is our duty, not less than our right, to

exercise the fullest liberty of thought concerning the

most sacred things. Thousands of times these decla-

rations have been made. Hundreds of times they

have been clarioned forth upongreat public occasions,

and have been received with thunders of applause.

But it is one thing to say these things or to assent to

them in ageneral way, and it is quite another thing

to apply the principles which they involve to a par-

ticular case: such, for example, as the famous Year

Book controversy, which lately came to such a com-

fortable, not to say comical, conclusion, spoiling a

splendid opportunity for straightforward justice and

fidelity to an ideal; such, still more notably, as the

constitution of our National Conference, which, had

we the courage of our principles, would long since

have ceased from being the absurdly contradictory

instrument it is to-day. But there are many hopeful

signs.

MRS. MARY A. LIVERMORE, in reply to a note

of inquiry respecting her alleged allusion to The

Index, mentioned in these columns last week,

writes :-

You are correct in supposing I was "misunder-

stood." I know very well what is the position of

The Index, as I take the paper, and read it regularly.

Indeed, I was led to subscribe for it because of its

noble attitude on what is called "the woman ques-

tion." Woman suffrage is not so affluent in friends

that it can afford to throw over any of its indorsers,-

least of all, one that has stood so bravely in its de-

fence these last three years as The Index. I could

nothave said what my Chicago critic affirms. Hedid

nothear correctly, or he misunderstood.... I had in

mind two or three contributions to The Index, in

which this objection was urged. Similar articles

have appeared in the Woman's Journal and other

papers, and have been combated as in The Index .

But I referred to The Index as the exponent of that

class of religionists who would be alarmed at the

possibility of government being largely administered

by clergymen. I was addressing that class at the re-

quest of two or three of their number, who asked

to have their fears and hesitancy on this subject

removed, if possible. I think they understood me,

and did not leap to the conclusion that I classed

The Index among the opponents of woman suffrage,

because I referred to articles which had appeared in

its columns expressing the reluctance to woman's

enfranchisement which they cherished, begotten of

the fear that woman's vote may bring back the old

days of church interference in affairs of State, and

priestly domination. Nothing was farther from my

purpose than to misrepresent The Index. Nor do I

believe that Idid.

THE Unitarians do not seem to be disturbed by

Rev. M. K. Schermerhorn's reconversion to Ortho-

doxy; but his attacks on their denomination they

seem to regard, and evidently with good reason, as

uncalled for and ungenerous. Since the publica-

tionof a letter by Rev. Charles W. Wendte, of New-

port, from which the following is an extract, Mr.

Schermerhorn seems to be more in need of defence

than does the denomination which he has left :-

Mr. Schermerhorn informs us that he has "seri-

ously contemplated this denominational change for

nearly two years," and has devoted himself during

this period largely to preparing himself for it; and yet

it is a well known fact that, within the space of two

years , Mr. Schermerhorn has still been zealously en-

gaged in New York City in the work of building up

a purely theistic society on a far more radical basis

than Unitarianism afforded him. Within eighteen

months, he has written to friends in this city declar-

ing that he had discarded the Christian name alto-

gether as too narrow for his enlarging faith. The

utter collapse of his theistic movement is too recent

and well known to require any comment. Una-

bashed by his failure, Mr. Schermerhorn, having re-

covered both his Christianity and his Unitarianism,

reappeared at our denominational head-quarters in

Boston as a persistent seeker for ministerial occupa-

tion among us. Indeed, his missionary zeal in behalf

of our views was so ardent as seriously to embarrass

both our officers and parishes, who had become sus-

picious of the stability of his purposes and justly

resentful of his ministerial eccentricities . And thus

it happens that no satisfactory settlement and no

missionary employment have been found for Mr.

Schermerhorn. Until up to a very recent date, he

has been in full relation with us, and was an attend-

ant at the National Unitarian Conference only nine

weeks ago. In all of this there is, of course,nothing to

call into question the seriousness of his present atti-

tude, especially for one who believes in instantaneous

conversions . Yet if, as he informs us in his recent

letter, Mr. Schermerhorn was induced to enter the

Unitarian ministry by a loud call from "one of the

largest Unitarian churches in the country," the Unity

of Boston, we may be pardoned if, under the circum-

stances mentioned, we are led to speculate whether

a similar call at this juncture might have retained him

in our fellowship.

SOME of our liberal friends who supported Mr.

George Chainey when he was denouncing "the

tyrant of the sky" and "sky pilots," and dilat-

ing on the moral advantages of belief in "one

world" only, resent in vigorous language what they

regard as the uncalled-for and unjust imputations
which he has cast upon them since he became a

Spiritualist. Mr. Chainey is in the habit of talk-

ing wildly, drawing upon his imagination for his

facts; and his former associates should not be

greatly disturbed by what he says. In his transi-

tions from Methodism to Unitarianism, from Uni-

tarianism to Materialism, and from Materialism to

Spiritualism, he has indulged so freely in severe and

undiscriminating criticism of those with whom he

has been successively identified that his recent
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utterances reflecting upon the moral character of

Liberals generally, and Materialists in particular,

will have no weight with thoughtful and fair-

minded people of any beliefs or disbeliefs. His

recent vituperation is the same in spirit with his

denunciation, a year or two ago in Paine Hall, of

everything and everybody that seemed to be not in

accord with his crude thought and childish im-

pulses. Mr. Chainey expresses "discouragement

withthegreat majority of professed Liberals." To

our positive knowledge, they have the past year or

two expressed "discouragement" with him. His

more intelligent supporters in this city, as several

of them distinctly informed us at the time, helped

him, with the hope that he would gain knowledge

by study and wisdom by experience ; but they

were disappointed, and withdrew their support.

We certainly have no sympathy with those, if such

there are, who censure Mr. Chainey because of

his recent change of views, although his account of

his conversion is as weak as a rope of sand, and

the spirit of his recent lectures gives no support to

his claim that he is guarded by an angel called

"Lily-Dove. " At the same time, they are marked

by sincerity and by as much consistency and logic

as we have been able to discover in anything we

have seen from him. What Mr. Chainey needs

most to cultivate is charity and liberality, the pos-

session of which by one who is changing his creed

and associations often is necessary, to avoid bitter-

ness and strife .

ISOLATION .

For The Index .

Ayoung soul sought to wander from the path

Where trod her mates. "Oh, come," she said to these,

"Into some new, broad way, where open out

More light and freedom, where the secrets strange

Of life and death, and mystery of birth,

Maybe revealed. The milestones worn and old

And time-stained, on the narrow, beaten road,

I read not." But they would not follow her.

"Stay with us," they said: "the path is narrow,

Andno view on either side. The hedges

Dense shut off the vista wide ; but many feet

Have trod the road, and found their peace at last,-

Thy fathers and our fathers and our friends,-

And at the end is certainty and rest."

She asked no more, but softly to herself

She said, " My love will seek those heights with me."

And, ere the honeymoon had waned, she led

His willing feet out to the open way

Where winds blew fresh and free, and sunny skies

Had charmed her sight. "I breathe, at length," she said,

As, hand in hand, they wandered on to seek

The upland path. And sense of freedom first

Exultant filled their hearts , and new-found joy

That larger prospect grand might be revealed.

Butby andby, when they had wandered far

And sat upon the greensward side by side,

He said, "Here let us rest : nor farther seek,

Content with love and this fair scene below,

Nor follow out the dizzy path beyond :

Already thorns have pierced thy tender flesh."

""Tisbeautiful," she said,"but fain would I

Go on with thee until my questionings

Mayfind reward, more light, more certainty

Of all the bright beyond." ""Tis far enough,"

He said: "the path grows rough and steep, and on

Forever may'st thou go, nor understand

More clear than now." So down the mountain slope

They took their way. The years sped swiftly on,

And children sweet made glad their hearthstone warm ;

But oft she thought upon the mountain view,

And longed to see. Too thorny was the road

For little feet. She could not take them there .

But oft to friends she spoke of her desire.

And one would say, " I go part way with thee" ;

And one, "Thou goest far: it is not meet

For any"; and yet another, "Seek not

What lies beyond that dizzy height at all . "

But most said, " Safer is the olden road :

Return, ere yet it is too late for thee."

But once her longing mastered all her fears,

Andon she sped beyond the thorny steep,

Andup the heights she pressed, with bleeding feet,

To see no limit to the vast beyond.

Life, death, and mystery of being yet

All unrevealed ! Night cometh on apace.

ANNA OLCOTT COMMELIN.
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A Study of Primitive Christianity.

BY LEWIS G. JANES.

VI.

MYTH AND MIRACLE IN THE GOSPEL

STORIES,

The Alleged Buddhistic Origin of the Christian

Tradition .

We have already demonstrated that the Man

Jesus of the Triple Tradition of the synoptics was

a Hebrew, and a Hebrew only; moving naturally in

the Palestine of eighteen centuries ago, speaking

the language and discussing the familiar topics of

his time and people. His admitted pessimism was

native to the soil and thought of Palestine, and

neither in its expression nor in its vision of the

future did it present any of the characteristic

features of Buddhism. If the pessimism of Jesus

differed from that of Job and the author of Eccle-

siastes, it was rather in this : that it qualified its

despair of the existing social order by the great hope

and promise of a new and diviner order soon to be

established on the earth, in the joys of which all

the righteous would consciously participate . To

this everywhere present and dominant doctrine of

the Gospels, Buddhism presents no analogy.

In examining the ingenious argument of Dr.

Felix Oswald in favor of the Buddhistic origin of

the Christian tradition, it is evident at a glance

that his analogies, on their Christian side, are

borrowed chiefly from the Fourth Gospel, and

from the contradictory birth stories of the First

and Third Gospels, which, as we have seen, are

excluded from the material upon which we are

permitted to draw for a rational outline of the

life and thought of Jesus. Other alleged analo-

*The Secret of the East. By Dr. Felix Oswald. Compare

especially the " Concordance of Buddhism and Chris-

tianity," pp. 128-139 in Appendix.

+Cf. paragraphs 1-14, 16, 19, 21, 24, 27, pp. 128-136, Secret

of the East.

gies bearing upon the mythical or historical sides

of the narrative of the Synoptical Gospels, like the

stories of the temptation, the transfiguration, and

the choosing of the disciples, bear so little re-

semblance in detail and present such marked

points of dissimilarity that the candid critic can

discover therein no evidence of derivation the one

from the other. Of the alleged"DogmaticalAnalo-

gies," † some tested by a true critical analysis are

found neither in the Synoptical Gospels nor in the

authentic teachings of Buddhism‡; and others

have been shown to grow so naturally out of the

Judaism of Palestine that no hypothesis of foreign

influence is required to account for their natural

genesis and development.

On the other hand, it must be admitted that

some notable analogies may be discovered between

the Buddhist mythus and the birth stories of the

First and Third Gospels, and the possibility that

the mythical accretions which gathered about the

historical personalities of Prince Siddartha and

Jesus had a common origin may also be admitted.

That the origin of the Christian mythus can be

traced directly to Buddhism, however, it would be

difficult to prove. It bears the easily discernible

impress of a solar mythology, the leading features

of which were widely distributed throughout Asia

and Europe. Upon this question, probably, there

is no better authority than Prof. Max Müller, who

acknowledges the startling coincidences between

Buddhism and Christianity and the prior origin

of the former faith. In reference to alleged his-

torical channels through which Buddhism has

influenced Christianity, however, he declares : "I

have been looking for such channels all my life,

buthitherto Ihave found none. What Ihave found

is that for some of the most startling coincidences

there are historical antecedents on both sides; and,

if we know these antecedents, the coincidences be-

come far less startling." ||

The Growth of Miraculous Legends illustrated

in the Gospel Stories.

Investigating further the miraculous relations of

the Gospels, we find that the Triple Tradition

contains no record of the restoration of the dead

to life by Jesus, the only occurrence popularly

interpreted to be a miracle of this character being

the cure of the daughter of Jairus, where Jesus

explicitly declares "the damsel is not dead, but

sleepeth." The rational explanation of this event
may doubtless be found in the well-known phe-

nomenon of trance. In Luke, we have the exag-

gerated account of the raising of the widow's son; **

while the Fourth Gospel, with great detail,relates

the still more marvellous story of the restoration

of Lazarus to life after he had been dead four

days.†† It is absolutely incredible that these occur-

rences, if having any foundation in fact, should be

unknown to the writers of the earlier Gospels, or,

• Secret of the East, paragraphs 15, 17, 20, pp. 132, 133.

† Secret of the East, pp. 136, 137.

Where, for instance, can we discover the "belief in the

necessity of redemption by a supernatural mediator," or

in the efficacy of vicarious atonement, in the authentic

teachings of Buddhisın, in anything like the Christian
sense?

§This is likewise true of the mythical elements in the

Apollonian tradition, the ultimate origin of which, like

those in the gospel stories, may be traceable, perhaps, to

India, but not directly to Buddhism.

From a letter addressed to a conference on Buddhism

held at Sion College, in June, 1882, to discuss the real or
apparent coincidences between Buddha and Christ. Prof.

Müller alsodeclared such a discussion, in general terms,

almost an impossibility , saying that "the name of Buddh-

ism is applied to religious opinions, not only of the most

varying, but of a decidedly opposite character, held by

people in the highest and lowest stages of civilization,

divided into endless sects, nay, founded on two distinct
codes of canonical writings." See Max Müller's most

recent work, India: What it can teach us, pp. 108, 109,

note by Dr. Alexander Wilder (Funk & Wagnalls edition,

"Standard Library"). The early date of the Lalita Vis-

tara, defendedby Dr. Oswald, is not accepted by such
recent writers on Buddhism as Rhys-Davids and Olden-

burg, than whom, I suppose, there are no more reliable
authorities.

Mark v. , 37-42; Matt. ix., 23-26; Luke viii ., 51-55.

**Luke vii . ,11-17. †† John xi. , 1-46.
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if known, that they should not be reported.* By

the investigation of these similar legends, we are

led to the consideration of the principle underly-

ing the growth of marvellous relations.

It appears to be auniversalrule, in the Bible as

elsewhere, that miraculous legends are subject to a

regular law of growth,-a rule which, if recognized

and admitted, at once and completely destroys

their alleged character as actual occurrences

except as they are susceptible of an entirely

natural explanation, and consequently their his-

torical value as evidences of supernatural power.

Such stories become uniformly more numerous and

more marvellous as time separates the historical events

about which they clusterfarther and farther from the

period of their relation. This is true, even of eras

when a belief in the possibility of miraculous

occurrences is common. In the writings of the

eighth century prophets,† who spoke of their own

personal times and experiences, there is hardly a

trace of the miraculous ; while the Books of Sam-

uel, Kings, and Chronicles, written long after the

events which they describe, contain manymarvel-

lous relations. The first of the apocryphal books

of the Maccabees is a plain historical narrative

almost entirely free from miracle; while the later

books, five in all, exhibit a steady and constant

development of the miraculous as the time of their

composition recedes from the period described.

tain. Goethe assigns to these stories a place of

highhonor among legends which excel in beauty

and depth of meaning. The story of the miracu-

lous feeding of the multitude may also be of a

parabolic or allegorical character, growing out of

such sayings as the beatitude, "Blessed are they

whohunger and thirst after righteousness, for they

shall be filled." If so, these legends are to be

interpreted, not as the relation of actual and

material occurrences, but as parables, illustrating

an obvious interior and spiritual truth. These

stories, however, bear some of the characteristic

signs of the solar mythus,-signs which become

still more evident in the reported miracles of the

Fourth Gospel.

Remarkable Character of the Fourth Gospel

Miracles.

Afurther investigation of this remarkable Chris-

tian epic in this connection cannot fail to confirm

our previous conclusion in regard to its artificial

and unhistorical character. In the mythologies

connected with other religions, careful students

have recognized a notable recurrence of similar

circumstances or events in the stories of the va-

rious incarnations of the solar deity. Thus, in the

Greek and Roman systems, wehave reported the

twelve labors of Herakles. In the great Babylo-

nian epic, we have related on twelve distinct tab-

lets as many wonderful adventures of the hero

Izdubar, whose father was Shamas, the sun.f

Among the early Hebrew legends, we have sim-

ilarlyreported the twelve mighty deeds of Samson,

whose name also signifies the sun, or one born of

the sun. These stories were all originally in-

tended to symbolize the passage of the sun through
the twelve astronomical signs of the zodiac ; though

in after times, and to the popular apprehension,

their natural origin was forgotten, and they came

to be regarded as narrations of historical facts.

The Epistles of Paul, the earliest writings of

the New Testament, report none of the miracles

of Jesus, though Paul himself was a believer in

"signs and wonders."§ Mark, the oldest gospel,
contains fewer miracles than either of the other

synoptics; Luke contains more marvellous rela-

tions than Matthew; while the Fourth Gospel,

though its miracles are less numerous and more

obviously selected to serve the special purpose of

its writer, exhibits a vast exaggeration in the

direction of thaumaturgical effect. The birth

stories of the synoptics, absent wholly from Mark,

the earliest gospel, found in their simplest form in

Matthew, amplified in Luke by the account of the

annunciation to the mother of John the Baptist | great Christian epic of the Incarnate Logos,-the

andthe story of his birth and relationship to Jesus,

are still more exaggerated in the later apocry-

phal Gospels, where we find not only the basis of

the Catholic dogma of the Immaculate Concep-

tion of the Virgin Mary, but also many marvel-

lous stories of the childhood of Jesus, illustrated

bymiracles introduced for a purely thaumaturgical

effect, such as making mud birds and causing

themto fly, and changing a child into akid. The

story of the calling of the earlier disciples in the

synoptical Gospels, related simply and naturally in

Mark and Matthew, is expanded and embellished

in Luke by the wonderful narrative of the mirac-

ulous draft of fishes.

Miraculous Legends of a Mythological or Alle-

gorical Character.

The gospel stories of walking on the water and

stilling the tempest, if not legends of a purely

mythological character, may have grown out of

certain parables or allegorical sayings of Jesus,

intended to illustrate the truth that man can

overcome the extremest obstacles and difficulties

as long as he is sustained by the courage which

constant faith bestows, but, with the commence-

ment of fear or distrust, his failure becomes cer-

*Thesemiracles were not done in secret, according to the

record,butwere generally known. Of the raising of the
widow's son, Luke declares, "This rumor of him went

forththroughout all Judea and throughout all the region
round about" (Luke vii. , 17); while, according to the

author of the Fourth Gospel, "many of the Jews" were
awareof the raising of Lazarus (Johnxi., 19, 45, 47-54.)

↑ Amos, Hosea, Isaiah I., Zechariah II. , Micah.

Only two are included in the Old Testament Apocrypha

as ordinarily published.

It is a striking fact, and one which has appar-

ently escaped the observation of scholars, that we

have certain similar features presented to us in the

Fourth Gospel. The number of the miracles in

the Fourth Gospel is commonly stated to be only

seven; but, if we bear in mind that we have here

not merely the biography of the man Jesus dur-

ing the short period of his life and labors in Pales-

tine, but the story of the eternally existing Logos,

the number of his wonderful works, as herein

related, becomes precisely twelve, no more and no

less. These are : 1. The creation of the world.

"The world was made by him, and without him

was not anything made that was made." § 2. The

Incarnation. "The Word was made flesh, and

dwelt among us ; and we beheld his glory, the glory

as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace

and truth." || 3. The turning of water into wine.

4. The manifestation of clairvoyance, or "second

sight," in his interview with the woman of Sama-

ria.** 5. The cureof the nobleman's son,who was

sick of a fever.f† 6. The cure of the impotent

man. 7. The miracle of the loaves and fishes.§§

8. Jesus walks upon the water at the Sea of Gal-

ilee.|||| 9. He cures a blind man at the pool of

Siloam. 10. He raises Lazarus fromthe dead.***

11. Jesus himself rises from the tomb after the

crucifixion.ttt 12. He appears to the disciples

after the resurrection. ‡‡‡

* See Bible for Learners, Vol. III. By Dr. I. Hookyaas.

+ The Chaldean Account of Genesis. By George Smith,
Α.Μ.

See Hebrew Poetry. By Michael Heilprin.

§Johni. , 3.

**John iv., 7-19.

§§ John vi. , 5-14.

***Johnxi. , 1-46.

||Johni.,14.

†† John iv., 46-54.

John vi., 16-21.

ttt John xx., 11-18.

John ii ., 3-11 .

# John v. , 2-9

11John ix. , 1-7.

The Fourth Gospel Miracles interpreted on the

Solar Hypothesis.

It is likewise evident that all of these alleged

miracles-no two of which are precisely similar

in character-have an obvious meaning as inter-

preted by the solar theory. The creation legend

of the Old Testamenthas long been recognized by

scholars as a myth of the dawn, when the rising

sun, moving on the face of the waters, reveals first

the earth, then the planets, then the various ani-

mals, and, last of all, man, as he comes forth to

pursue his daily labors. So, too, in the Logos

epic, the creation of the world may obviously be

regarded as the work of the solar deity, not yet

incarnate. The incarnation itself is a miracle so

universally attributed to the sun-god that it is nec-

essary only to recall the fact to establish the a

priori probability of its solar character. The

transformation of water into wine is but a poet-

ical figure for the ever-recurring wonder which

the sun is working in nature. The phenomenon

of clairvoyance, of a vision penetrating into all

secrets and to the uttermost parts of the earth, is

attributed by the mythologies of many nations to

the "all-seeing eye" of the sun.f

The miracles of cure are simply poetical state-

ments of the universally recognized fact of the

healthful and life-giving energies of the solar rays .

Especially is this interpretation significant in the

alleged restoration of sight to the blind. It is a

beautiful symbol of the sun's beneficent influence

accompanying the dawn of everyday and the dis-

sipation of the darkness of night. The sun also

gives power to the impotent; and, as he marks the

passing of the years, he allays the hot fever of

youth. So, too, the sun brings food to all the
children of man. He multiplies abundantly the

"loaves and fishes" for the multitudes of to-day

as well as eighteen hundred years ago, by his

wonderful fertilizing power.

At the dawn of every new day, the sun-god

comes to his wondering worshippers, walking over

the sea, his touch so miraculously light that no

tiniest wavelet bows its crest beneath his tread.

The resurrection myth, too, was a characteristic

feature of the solar cultus in Babylonia, in Egypt,

in the sacred mysteries of Mithras and Eleusis as

well as in the Christian gospel. And, last of all,

on every morning appears to his disciples, after the

resurrection,

"The dead earth's divine Redeemer,

Giver of the Light and Law."

Whenwe further recall such expressions as, "In

him was life, and the life was the light of men.

And the light shineth in the darkness, and the

darkness comprehendeth it not"; "That was the

true light, which lighteth every man that cometh

into the world"; "Every one that doeth evil

hateth the light, neither cometh to the light lest

his deeds should be reproved" ; "For I am come

down from heaven ... to do the will of him

that sent me"; "I am the light of the world" ;

"Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk

while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon

you"; "While ye have the light, believe in the

light, that ye may be the children of light,"-our

conviction of the origin of these figures and illus-

trative miracles in the solar mythology is strongly

confirmed.

We would greatly err, however, if we should

therefore relegate the entire gospel to this physi-

cal and mythological region for its explanation, as

certain riders of the solar hobby have attempted

§I. Cor. xii . , 9-10 ; xiv. ; xv.

‡‡‡ John xx. , 14-xxi. , 25.

*See Biblefor Learners, Vol. I.

† Like phenomena, as we have seen, are attributed to

Apollonius of Tyana.



284 THE INDEX DECEMBER 11 1884

to do.* This was but the body, the garment for

an inner soul of philosophical and dogmatic in-

struction, drawn mainly from the Neo-Platonism

of Philo and the Alexandrian schools. About the

person and the vague traditional history of the

man Jesus, the author drew this garment, woven

of the solar rays; and in place of the simple doc-

trine of love to God and love to man, which the

Prophet of Nazareth taught as a preparation for

the heavenly kingdom, he substituted his own mys-

tical and dogmatic theology, which for ages has

weighed like an incubus upon the life and thought

of Christendom.

Spiritual Symbolism: “ The Oriental Christ."

Though it is thus evident that many of the

miraculous events in the gospel narratives have

their parallel in similar relations concerning the

religious teachers or alleged incarnate deities of

other faiths, though we find such notions as the

miraculous conception, the virgin mother, the birth

in a cave connected with the stories of many other

alleged incarnations of God beside Jesus of Naza-

reth, and discover also that these and other similar

ideas have their origin and explanation in a

primitive solar mythology, it should likewise be

remembered that in Christianity, as well as in the

older religions which drew their symbols from the

phenomena of nature, an inner spiritual interpre-

tation pervaded the material symbolism; and the

physical origin of the figures was doubtless often

forgotten or regarded as relatively unimportant.

We have already noted the fact that a large

proportion of the comparisons that have been

drawn bteween the Buddhist and the Christian

traditions appears on their Christian side in the

extraneous mythological elements of the synopti-

cal Gospels, of non-Jewish origin, and in the un-

historical narrative of the Fourth Gospel. It is

noticeably, also, this ideal Christ of the Christian

mythology and the Fourth Gospel-the incarnate

Logos-rather than the historical Jesus of the

Triple Tradition which constitutes the "Oriental

Christ" of Protap Chunder Mozoomdar and the

Brahmo Somaj of India. The natural genius of

the Jew differs as widely from that of the Hindu

as does the genius of the Orient from that of the

Occident. The one is distinctively and character-

istically Semitic: the other is distinctively and

characteristically Aryan. The religion of Jesus

was simple, practical, free from mysticism. That

of India, whether illustrated in the ancient Brah-

manical literature or in the theistic rhapsodies of

the followers of Chunder Sen, is quite the opposite.

The "Oriental Christ" of the eloquent Hindu is an

Aryan and not a Semite. He possesses few of the

recognizable traits of the historical Jesus. †

The confusion of these two entirely distinct

ideals of character,-of the Jesus of history with

the legendary Christ,-in the popular and uncritı-

The author has no sympathy with that extreme view

which would reduce nearly all of the Old and New Testa-

ments to a series of mythological relations . The historical

character and general accuracy of these narratives have

been abundantly proven. There is no doubt, however, a

strong intermingling of mythological elements in thehis-

tory of the pre-Mosaic period, much of it of Babylonian or

Chaldean origin. The truth evidently lies between the

two extremes, and a nice discrimination is often required

to distinguish myth from history.

†Atthe very time when these lectures were in process of

composition and delivery, the history of the Brahmo Somaj

in India was presenting a most striking and significant

illustration of the rapidity with which assumptions of a

superhuman or divine character grow up about a noble

human personality. Hardly has Keshub Chunder Sen

been placed upon his funeral pyre, when his disciples

commence to speak of him almost in the precise terms in

which the Fourth Gospel refers to Jesus. In a resolution

lately passed by the Apostolic Council of the "NewDis-

pensation" occurs the following : "We believe our minis-

ter was living in the bosom of God as the minister of the

NewDispensation before the beginning of creation. And

our relationship with him is not for time,but for eternity.

Nonecan accept this dispensation except through him....

Hence, when preaching the New Dispensation, it is need-

ful to proclaim his eternal relationship with the same."

No better illustration could possibly be afforded of the

manner in which the Man Jesus became the ideal Christ,

or of the marvellously short time required, in the right

intellectual soil, for this remarkable transformation.

cal perception, is unfortunate and misleading. By

no arbitrary process, but by following the guidance

of the Triple Tradition of the synoptical Gospels,

we have succeeded in eliminating the extraneous

accretions from the essential teaching and per-

sonal characteristics of the Man of Nazareth,

thus discovering him as a Hebrew of the Hebrews,

and as a man of men. While it is quite possible

that some of the mythical elements which enter

into the Christian tradition in its second period of

development, and perhaps also some of the doc-

trinal and dogmatic teachings of the Fourth

Gospel, mayhave been derived from the mytholo-

gies and philosophies of India, we may safely

conclude that no such connection can be estab-

lished with the life or doctrine of the historical

Jesus. The confusion of these two distinct ideals-

the one historical and real, the other mythical and

unreal-in the popular conception of the founder

of Christianity is seen to have resulted naturally

from the contact of the new religion with its local

and temporal environment. The circumstance is

by no means exceptional or remarkable. Similar

accretions of the marvellous have gathered around

the persons of the leaders and demi-gods of all the

ancient religions. To have discovered a religion

without these legendary accompaniments, that,

indeed,wouldhave beenanotable exception; but
no such exception can be urged in support of the

exclusive claims of Christianity. In our subse-

quent discussion, it will appear still more clearly,

I think, that, judged in the court of reason and

according to the accessible evidence of history,

regarded in the light of the new science of com-

parative religion, Christianity is no exceptional

faith. Its claims of supernatural origin and

attestation by miracle are unfounded and irra-

tional . Like all the other religions of the world,

it is a human institution, a natural growth out

of pre-existing conditions, the product of our

Father, MAN.

For The Index.

CARLYLE IN LONDON.

BY W. S. KENNEDY.

Mr. Froude's long task is done. The most remark-

able, if the most melancholy, biography of the cen-

tury is completed. The life of its noblest thinker is

at length fully unveiled. It is saidof Ruskin that in

art matters and interpretations of natural beauty he is

a teacher among teachers . And what an illustrious

roster of soldier-teachers is that which holds the

names of the disciples of Thomas Carlyle,-Emerson,

Kingsley, Froude, Tyndall, Sterling, Whitman,-the

list has no end ! Aman, Carlyle, like Wolfdietrich,

whose angry breath grew flame-hot and took the

temper out of swords, and still tender-hearted above

all men,-never could resist the appeal of distress;

gave and gave to street-beggars, to his mother, broth-

ers, sisters . "We should give for our own sakes,"

he said. " It is very low water with the wretched

beings: one can easily see that." His heart was

filled with horror at a story told him of some brutal

fox-hunters , who, finding no fox, caught a poor

sheep-dog, rubbed its feet with anise-seed, and let the

hounds loose upon it to tear it in pieces. "I found,"

says Froude, "that personal sympathy with suffering

lay at the root of all his thoughts." Yet withal there

was in him a peasant's obtuseness. He was a peas-

ant and a gentleman in one. It is a surprise to learn

in these volumes that there is reason to believe that

Carlyle had noble blood in his veins, his father being,

apparently, the actual representative of the Lords

Carlyle of Torthorwald. Let the dapper critics , who

have been calling Carlyle a boor, remember this

matter of descent. I saw Carlyle in London in 1871,

walking in the neighborhood of Regent Park, with

his huge soft hat defiantly pulled over the side of

his face to keep out the setting sun; his immaculate,

stout Scotch-made suit of gray and brown (he had all

his clothes made in his native shire); the fierce glare

of his eyes * turned upon the passers-by (they all

seemed dandies whenyou contrasted them withhim),

and thumping his stick with angry energy against

the ground at every step. Yet one would never

dream that he was anything else but a gentleman,

and he was not. "He had a knightly chivalrous

temperament," says Mr. Froude. "Another sure

sign ofgood breedingwas his hand, whichwas small,

perfectly shaped, with long fine fingers and aristo-

cratic finger-nails."

The never-sleeping geyser of Carlyle's heart had its

far fount in religious faith. When the shell of his

early creed was broken, its core remained. His God

was Jehovah still, only engrandized. To obey the

moral law as the will of the unseen God, that is the

chief concern. Beware how you blur the lines sepa-

rating the good and the bad. Verily, with your

laissez faire , your dismal science, your all-dominating

greed, your pity for supreme scoundrels, your mis-

taken philanthropies, your nigger emancipations, and

your ballot-boxing of fools , you are on the high road

to Tophet. Let the eternal law of retribution have

full scope, my friends, or you will rue it sore. The

right only is strong: the wrong is weak, and must be

allowed to go to the wall. (Carlyle told Lecky that

there never was a son of Adam more contemptuous

thanhe of might when it rested not on right.-Vol.

II. , chapter xxiii .) There are more points of contact

than one between the evolution philosophy and that

of Carlyle. "The right only is strong,"-do you know

any other anchor than this for the religious heart ?

Mr. Froude sets Carlyle's religion in new lights for

us in these final volumes. It was agrand pantheistic

theism. He could not bring himself to believe in the

evolution of planets and men, yet felt anxious about

it, lest it mightturn out to be true. While hedetested

the cant of priestdom, he hated yet more the doc-

trines of liberty and atheism. He would not tear

down the old roof as long as it sheltered sincere

believers, yet often reproached himself for not speak-

ing more plainly upon religion . He thought it not

necessaryto wound the hearts of such as his poor old

mother, yet saw distinctly that the old creeds were

doomed. The supernatural in Christ's story was to

him only mythology, yet he felt scorn for mockers of

that story. He loved the Sabbath, but chieflybecause

of the cessation of barrel-organs and pianos on that

day. (" I easily do a better day's work than on

any other day of the seven."-Vol . II ., chapter xxvi.)

He could not give up the wistful belief in personal

immortality, yet said "it would be as God willed.

'In my Father's house are many mansions.' ' Yes, '

he said, 'if you are God, you may have a right to

say so; if you are a man, what do you know more

than I or any of us ?""

His dislike of priests was instinctive and insur-

mountable. At Bruges, the shovel-hatted, fat priests ,

with their tonsures, petticoats, and "sasheries about

their nasty thick waists ," disgusted him. He "had a

kind ofhatred of them, a desire to kick them into the

canals, unless they ceased their fooling. Yet at

bottom one cannot wish these men kicked into the

canals," for then would follow atheistic Benthamism

and French editorial "rights of man," which would

be far worse. Therefore, go thy ways, weeping and

alone, till the hour be come.

...

Carlyle saidof Cardinal Newman that "he had not

the intellect of a moderately sized rabbit." Nor had

he much more, if any more, respect for English

Churchmen. He had, however, a strong regard for

Dean Stanley; and Froude one day thought he would

try the doubtful experiment of taking him to hear

the Dean preach in Westminster Abbey. Carlyle

was then eighty-three years old. Through some mis-

take, Stanley did not preach, but a popular orator

gave them three-quarters of an hour of sugary elo-

quence. Carlyle bore it like a hero at first; "but by

and by," says Mr. Froude, "I heard the point of his

stick rattle audibly on the floor. He crushed his hat

angrily at each specially emphatic period, and groans

followed so loud that some of the congregation sitting

near, who appeared to know him, began to look

round. Mrs. D--, the Dean's cousin, who was in

the seat with us, exchanged frightened glances with

me. Iwas the most uneasy of all, for I could see

into his mind; and, at the too florid peroration, I

feared that he would rise and insist on going out, or

even, like Oliver [Cromwell], exclaim, 'Leave your

*Bloodshot on that day ; "of a deep violet in 1849," says

Froude, "with fire burning at the bottom of them,which

flashed out at the least excitement."
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fooling, sir, and come down!' Happily, the end ar-

rived before a crisis; and we escaped a catastrophe

whichwould haveset London ringing."

Carlyle's first workin London was the French Rev-

olution,-pictures "splashed down in large masses of

color, like asmoke and flame conflagration," a book

that "cameflamingly fromthe heart ofa living man,"

"born out of his soul in blackness, whirlwind, and

sorrow." When the manuscript of the first volume

wasburned, he heroically said, "It is as if my invisi-

ble schoolmaster had torn my copy book when I

showed it, and said: 'No, boy! Thou must write it

better. " Mill pressed him to accept $1,000 : he

would take only $500,-wages for five months' lost

toil. The book, when done, made him famous at

once. Dickens carried acopy in his pocket wherever

he went; Southey read it six times; Thackeray re-

viewed it, "Thackeray, a half-monstrous Cornish

giant, kind of painter, Cambridge man, and Paris

newspaper correspondent, who is now writing for his

life in London," so said Carlyle of his enthusiastic

reviewer.

At the back of the Carlyle house in Chelsea was a

bit of garden'and grass where were some jasmine

and somegooseberry bushes transplanted from Had-

dington and Craigenputtock to London fog. Here,

whenspring came, Carlyle used to dig and plant and

cut the grass along the walks. The everlasting pianos

anddogs and cocks appear again in the narrative of

Mr. Froude. Carlyle wished that the cocks and cock-

erels at least might be boiled into soup and everlast-

ing silence, and that the devil would be pleased to

smite with his hammer the pianos all and several of

the world, reducing them to mere smithereens. Jane

was ordered to borrow Mazzini's gun to shoot the

cocks, but she preferred a bribe of £5. Yet, after all,

asound-proof room had to be built at the top of the

house above the highest story. There were two

walls, with space between to deaden noise. The

innerwallhad doors and the outer one windows for

ventilation only, for the room itself was lighted solely

from above. Here at last was peace; and here Fred-

erickwas written.

In1839, Carlyle was persuaded to lecture. He "vom-

ited forth on them like wild Annandale grape-shot."

They cried, "Splendid! Devilish fine! Most true!"

but the lecturer felt as if he had "been robbing hen-

roosts." He would have made a fine orator, thought

Emerson; but itwas better for him that he was not

drawn that way: it would have made him trim his

words.

About the same time was begun Cromwell, which

Mr. Froude thinks to be the most important contribu-

tion to English history which has been made in the

present century.

As for the style of the author of Sartor, it originated

inthe old farm-house at Annandale. The humorous

element in it came from his mother, the form was his

father's common mode of speech, and was adopted by

Carlyle for its brevity and emphasis. Froude thinks

it the clearest of styles ! I have never heard of any-

bodyelse of that opinion. Carlyle was made anxious

by the universal objection to it, but thought a man's

style, like his skin, impossible to change.

Blessed were the days of rest at Scotsbrig : "The

trees wave peaceful music in front of my window,

which is shoved up to the very top [in June].

Mother is washing in the kitchen to my left. The

sound of Jamie building his peat- stack is audible, and

they are storing potatoes down below.... My soul's

one wish is to be left alone." In Templand, he

walks along in the beautiful opening of the year:

Death seems to him "a huge demon-falcon, rising

miraculously, we know not whence, to snatch us away

from one another's sight, we know not whither ."

The old earth, with her star firmaments and burial

vaults, carries on a mysterious dialogue with her

solitary lover. The spring is beautiful, almost sol-

emn: "Whose great laboratory is that ? The hills

stand snow-powdered, pale,bright. The black hail-

storm awakens in them, rushes down like a black,

swiftocean tide, valley answering valley; and again

the sun blinks out, andthe poor sower is casting his

grain into the furrow, hopeful he that the zodiacs

and far heavenly horologes have not faltered, that

there will be yet another summer added for us and

another harvest."

On the moor of the Dairland Hills, he paints an-

other ofhis wonderful pictures: "The bare expanse

of silent green upland is round me, far off the world

of mountains, and the sea all changed to silver. Out

ofthe dusky sunset,-forvapors had fallen,-the win-

dows of Carlisle city glanced visiblyuponme; twenty

thousand human bipeds whom I could cover with

myhat."

Quotations from Carlyle's letters, as given by Mr.

Froude, show, naturally, a cooler estimate of Emer-

son than is afforded in the Carlyle-Emerson Corre-

spondence. At the close of a lecture of Emerson's

in London, Carlyle was heard to laugh loud and

kindly-contemptuously over what he styled his

friend's moonshine. In 1848, he writes: "Gave Em-

erson aWood'sAthena; parted with him in peace. A

spiritual son of mine ? Yes, in a good degree, but

gone into philanthropy and other moonshine; for the

rest, a dignified, serene, and amiable man of a

certain indisputable natural faculty, whose friendli-

ness to me in this world has been great." Elsewhere

this: "We had immense talking with Emerson here

[1848], but found he did not give us much to chew the

cud upon,-found, in fact, that he came with the rake

rather than the shovel. [Italics mine. How admirably

the words call up the intent, forward lean of the

head and the receptive, kindly mood of Emerson,

seeking, with shrewd thrift and Yankee acquisitive-

ness and curiosity, some new thing from his visitor

rather than imparting much himself!) He is a pure,

high-mindedman, but I think his talent is not quite

so high as I had anticipated." Subjoined is another

quotation from Carlyle's journal:-

"Emerson came here and stayed with us some days

on his first arrival. Very exotic ; of smaller dimen-

sions too, and differed much from me, as a gym-

nosophist sitting idle on aflowery bank may do from

a wearied worker and wrestler passing that way with

manyof his bones broken. Good of him Icould get

none, except from his friendly looks and elevated,

exotic, polite ways." How that word exotic hits the

nail in the centre, the more you think of it !

CORRESPONDENCE.

M. D. CONWAY'S REPLY TO MR. FRETWELL.

Editors of The Index:-

Parliament. " On the contrary, Mr. Bradlaugh's ex-

clusion is due to Gladstone, who, as in the case of

Foote andRamsay, had only to speak a word to have

secured justice. When female enfranchisement was

concerned, and a majority of the Commons was

knowntobe in favor of including it in the Franchise

Bill, "William the Woman-hater" commanded his

followers to vote against it underan extreme penalty;

and they obeyed him, even many old friends of fe-

male suffrage abandoning the cause. When the Affir-

mation Bill was before the House, Gladstone declined

to influence his party at all. He declared the Bill

innocent, andgave it up to be freely crucified.

These examples are enough to show how untrust-

worthy Mr. John Fretwell is. No doubt he meansto

be truthful. His letter represents such pin-hole view

of contemporary events and characters as is vouch-

safed average defenders of denominations in decad-

ence; but it is important that Americans shall read

recent English history, as it affects religious liberty,

without sectarian spectacles or casuistry.

MONCURE D. CONWAY.

SECULARISM AND STATE SECULARIZA-

TION.

Editors of The Index:-

State secularization means truth, justice, freedom

between citizens. Secularism means earthliness, a

limitation of thought, purpose, and aspiration to the

pursuits and conditions of our mortal life . One says,

"Let no citizen be taxed to support moral and relig-

ious theories in which he has no faith and no interest

or which he deems erroneous, but let each be free to

propagate and support his own theories at his own

expense." The other says: "All moral and religious

theories which are affected by any considerations

drawn from a supposed future life should be dropped;

and our present life be ordered and shaped wholly

from the existing and knowncourse of nature, just as

ifwe had never had a thought of an existence after

death. If there is such a life, we know nothing of

it, and should leave it out of consideration in all our

plans and action now. Take no thought for to-mor-

Oneworld at once. This theory of secularism

is only for individual action. On the other hand,

State secularization is only for State action. The two

notions differ from each other both as to their sub-

jects or agents and their significance."

row.

Itwould seem very obvious that things so different

would never be confounded by a mind qualified to

discuss in public religious and philosophical ques-

tions. Yet some men who have made themselves

conspicuous in a certain noisy coterie have empha-

sized and detailed this blunder in print, and even

the so-called Liberal League in its organic action

has rendered itself obnoxious to this charge. It was

started as an organized opponent of all sectarianism

in civil action, and this it has proclaimed as its great

object all along its questionable and stormy career.

Yet its secretary, in the name of the League, has

issued an appeal to its members to be more active

and liberal (sic!) in order to advance the cause of

secularism. This appeal is one of the most unhonest

and malapert and thoroughly cross-eyed documents

ever issued from the press .

The Index of October 23 has only just reached

me. The "reply" of Mr. John Fretwell to some

statements of mine contained in it might well be left

unanswered, so far as I am concerned, since the

animus it reveals toward one with whom he is unac-

quainted sufficiently confirms all I have said about

Association Unitarianism in London. Mr. Fretwell's

letter shows me, however, the importance of noting

every exception to Unitarian illiberality which I

have experienced in England, and reminds me that

"Manchester" was accidentally omitted from the list

of places in my "Apologia" where I have been hos-

pitably received. There, not only the liberal Ameri-

can, Mr. Farrington, but the Rev. Brooke Herford

invited the freest expression of South Place heresies

in their pulpits. But, as I have said, had I alone

been concerned, no notice of Mr. Fretwell's reply

were necessary. It is important, however, that his

misleading statements concerning others should be

remarked. He says that Mrs. Besant's case-depri-

vation of her child-was "so complicated by non-

theological issues that it is not a fair instance." I

was in court and heard Sir George Jessel's decision;

and he was careful to say that, solely on the ground

that she (Mrs. Besant) was engaged in an atheistical

propaganda, he had no hesitation in taking the child

from her. Mr. Fretwell, in describing the incrimi-

nated Christmas number of the Freethinker, puts be-

tween quotation-marks words not in it; and, though

the sense is not greatly altered, it is an instance of

the general slovenliness of his letter concerning these

important matters. A worse instance is that of his

describing the writings and pictures for which Foote

and Ramsay were imprisoned as "disgusting inde-

cency," a phrase suggestive of some obscenity. I

have preserved a copy of the paper; and there is

nothing in it which would be regarded as indecent,

had it been directed against Jupiter and Jason in-

stead of Jehovah and Jesus. The "indecency" is not

in what is written or portrayed, but in its happening

to be Mr. Fretwell's idols instead of other people's

which are caricatured. Mr. Foote has as much right

to ridicule the Semitic Jupiter as his gaoler, Mr.

Gladstone, has to deny the deity of the Mahdi. Mr.

Fretwell says that Mr. Gladstone "has done all that

layinhis power to secure Bradlaugh's admission to

On the first page, it contains the famous "Nine De-

mands of Liberalism," all of which are confined to

State secularization, as everybody knows. This is

implicitly confessed on the second page in a bombas-

tic exhortation (the secretary was once a preacher) to

"allwho are in favor of a total separation of Church

and State" to labor in connection with the League as

"the fountain ofjoy and the star of hope." Then, on

the last page, we are treated to a resolution of the

League adopted at its last session,-"that all who

favor the secularization of our government be ear-

nestly and cordially invited to unite and become

active members of the National Liberal League";

and said session of said League reaffirmed the "nine

demands" "as the basis of union henceforth and as

defining our mission." Yet, in the same sentence, it

recommends the adoption of the name "American

Secular (Secularistic ?) Union"; and the main body of

the paper consists of a high-flown declaration that the

League has commenced a systematic course of labor,

not for the attainment of the "nine demands," but

for the one demand of afew fire-eaters, the promo-

tion of secularism distinctively ; and that the first

vice-president and the secretary are ordained as the

chiefest apostles of this great propagandist mission .

On this, the secretary-apostle begins to prophesy that ,
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if they can get hold of only so small a sum as five

thousand dollars, they will speedily make "the cross

vanish in the laboratory of science." Think of "all

who favor State secularization" contributing for the

attainment of such aresult as this, and that through

the secretary of the Liberal League !

Millions who consider Secularism a noxious weed,

soon to be extirpated, are prepared to labor for State

secularization on the score of freedom and common

justice; and, in this spirit, some of them have joined ,

or favored for a while, the Liberal League. They

would not have secularists deprived of any of their

just rights, nor would they tax them for the support

of a religious theory they dislike. But, for the same

reason, they must protest against being enjoined and

even taxed as members of the League or friends of

State secularization to support secularism.

The millions who are in favor of State seculariza-

tion comprise all varieties of theories and opinions,

ranging all the way from the most indefinable and

tenuous Liberalism down to Popery andMormonism.

Thousands of them are Methodists. Ardent and

zealous as they are for certain theological notions

and modes of religious life, they want no forced help

from those who have no sympathy with their views

and experiences, believing that all specialties of

opinion should be voluntarily supported by their

advocates and friends . To tax others for their sup-

port is unjust, and the very essence of the persecuting

spirit of the priest-ruling ages. But the freedom

which we advocate for all we claim for ourselves, and

the crude verbal jugglery we are considering can

never draw a dollar from the most generous sim-

plicity for the purpose of aiding the cremation of

one's own house. WM. I. GILL.

LAWRENCE, Mass., Dec. 4, 1884.

P.S.-I wish here to take emphatic exception to

afundamental position of Mr. Charles Froebel in his

last week's article on "Liberal Organization. " He

says, and repeats, that "a belief in a God identical

with, and therefore within the universe, is the tap-root

of Ultra-Liberalism," and that Ultra-Catholicism is

the antipodes of this, the belief of an extra-mun-

dane Deity. If this were a true and adequate state-

ment of the difference of the two, Liberalism is a false

name for dogmatism; and it will enforce its dogma

by all the means and power it can wield, just as

Popery has always done in support of its dogma.

According to this, the only difference between the

two is in their respective dogmas. In this division of

mankind, I shall side with Popery, though I had sup-

posed I was far removed from it and were entitled to

consideration as a true and thorough Liberal. Ihave

always claimed that Liberalism is not characterized

by any supreme dogma, but by the spirit and method

of supreme liberality, in respecting the intellectual

and moral rights of all men, and that its supreme

dogma is that these rights are of such or such a

nature, and should be maintained at all hazards.

This general principle it seeks to carry out concretely

relative to all the mutual relations of men. On this

conception, I proclaim myself a Liberal. This, I

conceive, is the substance of the platform of the

Free Religious Association, and to that I subscribe,

but not to the theological dogma of Mr. Froebel ;

and an organization built on thatwere not "liberal,"

but"Old Priest writ large."

BOOK NOTICES.

W. I. G.

BIOGRAPHICAL ESSAYS. By F. Max Müller, K.Μ. ,

Foreign Member of the French Institute. Râm-

mohun Roy, Keshub Chunder Sen, Dayananda

Sarasvati, Bunyiu Nanjio, and Kenjiu Kasawara,

Colebrooke, Mohl, Bunsen, Kingsley. Crown 8vo.

pp. 390. Price 7s. 6d. cloth.

In this volume, we have a number of essays, but

few ofwhich have been before published. The first

opens with an address on Rajah Rammohun Roy,

the Rajah's death, Sept. 27, 1883. The next essay

which was delivered on the fiftieth anniversary of

treats very fully of Keshub Chunder Sen, the real

successor of Rammohun Roy, who carried on the

work of religious reform in India initiated by the

Rajah, and in the end became an apostle of Chris-

tianity in all but its name. Extracts are given from

the correspondence between Keshub Chunder Sen

and Prof. Max Müller, with a full account of Dean

Stanley's opinions on miracles and other theological

topics. The third essay describes the career of Day-

ânanda Sarasvatî, who united a desire for social im-

provementwith a very strong conservatism in relig-

ious matters, and is represented by the author as a

kind of Dr. Pusey in India. Next follow two articles

on two Buddhist priests, who came from Japan to

Oxford to study Sanskrit, in order to be able to read

the sacred books of their own religion in the original

language. One of them died soon after his return to

Japan: the other is now established in his monastery

at Kioto, lecturing on Sanskrit, and helping the

Buddhist priests in Japan to study their religion for

the first time in its original documents, instead of

trusting to the more or less accurate Chinese trans-

lations on which they had hitherto depended. An

autobiographical sketch of one of these priests, who

received an honorary degree from the University of

Oxford, allows us a curious insight into the mind of

amanwho mayhave a very important part to act in

the religious reforms of his country. The articles on

Colebrooke and Bunsen had been published before in

the Chips from a German Workshop . The article on

Mohl, the great Persian scholar and indefatigable sec-

retary of the Société Asiatique, contains, besides an

account of Mohl's own labors, a short history of the

discovery and the gradual decipherment of the cunei-

form inscriptions, in which Mohl took an indirect but

most important part. The last essay on Kingsley, a

translation of a paper contributed by the author to

the Deutsche Rundschau, soon after Kingsley's death,

contains some characteristic letters of Kingsley's on

the rights and wrongs of the Franco-German War

in 1870-71. B. F. U.

MEXICAN RESOURCES AND GUIDE TO MEXICO. A sup-

plemental volume to Travels in Mexico . Frederick

A. Ober. Boston: Estes & Lauriat. 1884. pp. 35.

We have in this volume a statement of the mineral

and agricultural resources of Mexico and a guide to

that city over all the great lines leading thence, the

first "Guide to Mexico," we believe, issued at a small

price. It is written in a popular style, and treats

of the agriculture, tropical fruits, cabinet and dye

woods, tropical plants and fruits, sheep and cattle

raising, and Mexican farming operations in general;

also of mines and mining, detailing all the rich mines

famous in history and the romantic stories of their

discovery; the location ofthe gold, silver, andcopper

mines of the republic, and the various processes by

which the precious metals are extracted from the

earth and converted into ore fit for the mints. The

table of statistics shows the agricultural productions,

the products of the mines, and the coinage of the

mints from remote times to the present. It is fully

illustrated and has a large folded map ofMexico.

FERISHTAH'S FANCIES. By Robert Browning. Bos-

ton: Houghton, Mifflin & Co. Price $1.00.

This new poem by Browning is somewhat less in-

volved in meaning and purpose, and will be found

better adapted in language for the majority of read-

ers, than most of his writings. Ferishtah is a thought-

fulman, who, seeking to learn true wisdom, turns

dervish; and his "fancies" are the lessons of truth

which he is taught by experience, and which he en-

deavors to teach to other inquirers. Interspersed

between these poetical "faucies" are shorter poems ,

with no apparent relevance to the longer poem pre-

ceding. The reason for this is explained inthe pro .

logue, however.

THE December Century opens with a paper entitled

"Dublin City," by Prof. Edward Dowden, the Shak-

spere commentator, which is accompanied by illustra-

tive sketches. There is a narrative of personal expe-

rience, "Hunting the Rocky Mountain Goat," by

W. A. Baillie-Grohman, with illustrations; a third

paper in the "NewAstronomy Series," by Prof. Lang-

ley; a critical paper on "American Painters in Pas-

tel," byMrs. Schuyler van Rensselaer; an article on

"The Principles and Practice of House-drainage," by

George E. Waring, Jr.; and one on "The PoetHeine, "

byMiss Emma Lazarus. The fiction consists of "An

Adventure of Huckleberry Finn, with an account of

the famous Grangerford-Shepherdson Feud," by Mark

Twain, being a tale of life along the Mississippi River,

some of the types being represented in the sketches

of D. W. Kemble; the first part of a novelette in

three parts, "The Knight of the Black Forest," by

Miss Grace Denio Litchfield, a story of American

girls in Europe, which is illustrated by Mrs. Mary

Hallock Foote; and the second part of Mr. Howells'

new novel, "The Rise of Silas Lapham." " Topics of

the Times" contain interesting editorials: "One Way

to prevent Divorce," "Was the Chinese Traveller

Right?" " Economic Mistakes of the Poor," and "A

Ready-made Foreign Market forAmerican Goods,"-

thelast referring to the need ofan international copy-

right, and apropos of a comprehensive account of

"The Present State of the Copyright Movement,"

which is contributed to the "Open Letter" depart-

ment by Mr. Lathrop, the Secretary of the American

Copyright League. Here also appear, in response to

the requestof the editor, letters fromGens. James B.

Fry and Thomas Jordan, chief-of-staff at Bull Run,

concerning the mooted question of the number ofmen

engaged in that battle.

THE Revue de Belgique opens with an article on

military education. Then follows an argumentshow.

ing that our age is better than any previous one,

especially in being less prone to gossip and slander.

The attack on the recent Belgian law in favor of

church schools is forcibly written, but with a zeal

which seems inclined to interfere too much with the

rights of parents to choose who shall teach their chil-

dren. Our experience in America has proved that

all the State has to do is to offer an ample supply of

thorough and unsectarian instruction, and insist that

all the children shall be educated somewhere. Pri-

vate schools need no watching, except to see that

those carried on in sectarian interests get no aid from

the State. A recent French novel is severely crit-

icised, and there is an argument against cremation as

too likely to destroy evidence of crime.

THE Modern Review for August, September, and

October contains the following articles: "Ezekiel ,"

by Prof. Kuenen; "The Argument from Design in

the Organic World," by Dr. W. B. Carpenter; "Mod-

ern Quakerism," by Alexander Gordon; " Converts

to Rome," by R. Rodolph Suffield; "Liberal or So-

cialist," by RichardA. Armstrong; "Prof. Newman's

Christianity in its Cradle," by Francis H. Jones;

" Teachings of the Twelve Apostles, Postscript," by

Alexander Gordon. London: James Clarke & Co.,

Fleet Street . Agent for the United States, G. H. Ellis,

141 Franklin Street, Boston. Price half crown.

ALL students of their fellow-men will be glad to

know that one of the most elaborate investigations

evermade into the antecedents of American paupers

and criminals, Dugdale's Jukes, has just been reprinted

by G. P. Putnam's Sons, with a preface giving some

interesting particulars about the philanthropic author.

An exhaustive article on the "Labor Organizations

of the United States," by Col. Hinton, giving full

statistics and many important facts, is to appear in

the January number of the North American Review .

AMONG the literary calendars which have of late

become fashionable for holiday gifts, none exceed in

carefulness of selection or beauty of design those

issued by the firm of Houghton, Mifflin & Co. The

twowhich have reached this office, the Emerson and

Holmes Calenders, are very attractive in appearance ;

and the selections, at present hid from view, are,

doubtless, of the choicest of these favorite poets'

words. Each has a picture of the poet whose writ-

ings are made the subject of the year's lessons.

Emerson's benign face looks out from beneath the

shadow of the symbolic pine-tree, and the portrait of

Holmes is represented as being decorated with rose

garlands by a group of lovely girls. Price $1.00 each.

SCIENTIFIC LECTURES.

PETER ANNET, of England, who lectured very ac-

ceptably before the Parker Memorial Science Class on two

Sundays recently, will lecture for societies onAstronomy,

Geology, Zoology, and philosophical subjects, within an

easy radius of Boston, upon application. For terms, etc.,

PETER ANNET,address

P.O. Box 2468, Boston, Mass.

LECTURES

ON LEADING REPRESENTATIVE MEN OF OUR TIME,

EMERSON,

HUXLEY,

INCLUDING

CARLYLE,

TYNDALL.

Also,upon the early Growth and the History of Culture;

Evolution ofthe Arts; Origin of Mythology ; The Survivals

in our Present Civilization ; The Aspects and Promis eof

the Time, etc., will be givenwhere desired this season by

the undersigned.

Address

October 20.

CHARLES D. B. MILLS,

SYRACUSE, N.Y.
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POPULAR BOOKS

Sent by Mail Postpaid at

PUBLISHERS' PRICES.

DEFOE (DANIEL) . Robinson Crusoe ..

DICKENS (CHARLES). CompleteWorks.
14 vols .

DRAPER (DE. J. W.). History of the Con-

1.00 HUXLEY (T. H.). Man's Place in Nature, 1.25

On the Origin of Species ..... 1.00

LaySermons. Addresses, andReviews... 1.75
More Criticism on Darwin andAdminis-

10.50

filctbetweenReligion and Science..... 1.75

The Intellectual Development of Eu-

rope. 2 vols ..

Scientific Memoirs

3.00

3.00

EMERSON(R. W.). Essays. First Series, 1.50

Essays . Second Series...

Miscellantes.....

Representative Men.

English Traits

Conduct of Life..

Poems

MayDay, and Other Pieces .
Societyand Solitude....

Letters and SocialAims.

ANY BOOK in the subjoined List, or any

other OBTAINABLE BOOK, that may be de-

sired,willbe forwarded as promptlyas possible, ENNIS (JACOB). The Origin of the Stars,
on receipt of orders accompanied with the cash.

SPECIAL RATES will be madewithpersons

or libraries desiring any large number of books.

Orders are respectfully solicited from all friends

ofTHE INDEX.

and the Causes of their Motions and

theirLight

1.50

1.50

trativeNihilism......

Critiques andAddresses

American Addresses

Science and Culture.

INGERSOLL'S (R. G.) Lectures Complete

inone volume, 1.306 pages .

JAMES (HENRY, JR.). The Portrait ofa

Lady1.50

1.50 JESUS: HIS OPINIONS AND CHARAC-

1.50 TER. The New Testament Studies of

aLayman....1.50

1.50 JEVONS(W. S.). Moneyand theMechan-
ism of Exchange..

1.50

1.50

2.00

6.00

2.00

FISKE (JOHN). MythsandMythmakers, 2.00
Outlines of Cosmic Philosophy.....

The UnseenWorld, and Other Essays ...

FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHIP IN RE-

LIGION. AVolume of Ten Essays,by

D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow,
Samuel Johnson, John Weiss, O. В.

Frothingham, W. J. Potter, F. E.

Abbot, J. W. Chadwick, T. W. Higgin-

son, and Mrs. E. D. Cheney, and ad-

dresses by Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

Robert Dale Owen,and others...

JOHNSON (OLIVER). Wm. Lloyd Garri-

son and his Times . With Portrait and

Introduction by J. G. Whittier

JOHNSON (SAMUEL). Oriental Relig-

ions, and their Relation to Universal

Religion:

.50

1.50

1.25

1.50

5.00

2.00

1.50

1.75

PRATT (WM.. M.D.). A Physician's Ser-

mon toYoung Men.

PROCTOR (R. A.). Other Worlds than

Ours: The Plurality of Worlds studied

under the Light of Recent Scientific

Researches. Illus ...

Light Science for LeisureHours. A Se-

ries of Familiar Essays on Scientific

Subjects...

.25

2.50

....... 1.75

The Moon: Her Motions, Aspect, Scen-

ery,andPhysical Conditions. Illus .. 3.50

The Expanse of Heaven. A Series of

Essays on the Wonders ofthe Firma-

ment ..

OurPlace among infinities. A Series of

Essays contrasting our Little Abode

inSpaceandTime with the Infinities

around us.

2.00

3.00

To which are added

Essays on the Jewish Sabbath and

Astrology.... 1.75

2.00 QUATREFAGES (A. de). The Natural

History ofMan.. 1.00

TheHuman Species 2.00

India

China

5.00

5.00

RAPHALL (MORRIS J.). History of the

Jews from 420 B. C. E. to the year 70

C. E. 2 vols .. 4.00

LANGE (F. A. ). History of Materialism.

3vols.. 10.50

and inse
NaturalHistory. Illus .....

1.50

Geological Sketches. First Series.. ... 1.50

The Religion of Humanity

The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of

mewhere&

AJourneyin Brazil. Illus..........

Geological Sketches . Second Series..... 1.50
Primitive Christianity

5.00 Child's Book of Religion. For Sunday-

pt to see

petoal

ALGER(W. R.). ACritical History ofthe

Doctrine of aFuture Life.....

schools and Homes

3.50
Stories from the Lips of the Teacher .

Stories of the Patriarchs

severelys

ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN-

MENTS .

Beliefs of the Unbelievers..

1.50 Spiritof the New Faith.

cremate

eptember,

ARNOLD (EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama.

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

The Safest Creed

Knowledge and Faith 1.00

Life of Gerrit Smith 2.00

Creedand Conduct 1.00

1.00 TheRising and the Setting Faith
Visions of the Future

1.00

1.00

ARNOLD (MATTHEW). Essays in Criti- Life of Theodore Parker . 2.00

s:"Ec
cism..

2.00
George Ripley.... 1.25

omDe
GodandtheBible

1.50

Literature andDogma 1.50 FULLER (MARGARET). Women in the

enter:

3: "C

BAIN (ALEXANDER), Mental Science:

ACompendium of Psychology andHis-

toryofPhilosophy

Nineteenth Century.... 1.50

Life without and Life within.
1.50

1.50
AtHome and Abroad. 1.50

TheEmotions and the Will . 5.00

1.Ner

Moral Science: ACompendium ofEthics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS). HereditaryGenius

EnglishMen of Science.

2.00

1.00

Inquiries into Human Faculty and its

Relations
1.50 Development.

3H TheSenses and the Intellect 5.00

stacat BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of

Life. 2 vols ...

Harke &

G.HD

TheBeginnings of Life; or, The Modes

ofOriginofLowerOrganisms. 2 vols.

Evolutionandthe Originof Life

5.00

5.00
2.00

Crow BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous-

ness
1.50

EatingandDrinking
.75

I be

rest

canpa

Stimulants andNarcotics

OurHome Physician: A Popular Guide

to theArt of Preserving Health and

TreatingDisease.

en repe

giving

OPAG

2.50

4.00

Essays, with a Biography of the author..

BUECHNER'S Force andMatter

1.00

giral
3.25

BURNS (ROBERT). Complete Works ....

CARLETON (WILL). Farm Festivals.

1.00

Illus ..
2.00

Farm Legends. Illus.....

FarmBallads. Illus ..... 2.00

red CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits and Maps. 6vols.. 7.50

French Revolution. 2 vols .
2.50

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols ... 2.50

CriticalandMiscellaneous Essays. With

Portrait. 2 vols ... 3.50

TH

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With

Portraits. 2 vols ..
4.00

CHADWICK (J. W.) The Bible of To-day, 1.50

The Faith of Reason 1.00

The Man Jesus . 1.00

L

F
CHANEY(G. L.). F. Grant&Co.; or, Part-

nerships . A Story for the Boys who

meanBusiness... 1.25

Tom. AHome Story. 1.25

CHILD (LYDIA MARIA). Aspirations of

the World: A Chain of Opals

Looking towardSunset..... 2.50
1.25

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

Appendixby WendellPhillips . With
Portrait...

CLARK (EDW. H., M.D.). Sex in Educa-
tion

Astronomy. Illus..
4.00

1.25

TheBuilding of aBrain 1.25

CLODD (E.) . The Childhoods ofReligions.

A simple account of the Birth and

Growthof Myths and Legends ..

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment.....

Young Folks' History of the United

States
1.50

1.25 MargaretFuller Ossoli..
1.25

1.75

GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

erty

GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6 vols ...

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-

lessness ....

The Secret of GoodMemory

The Secret of a ClearHead...

CommonMind Troubles

Howtomake the Best of Life.

6.00 GRAY (ASA). Darwiniana: Essays and

Reviews pertaining toDarwinism

25 LONGFELLOW'SPoetical Works. 2 vols. 7.00

1.00
1.00 LUBBOCK (SIR JOHN). Origin of Civiil-

zation, and the Primitive Condition of

Man

Pre-historic Times, as illustrated byAn-

cient Remains, and the Manners and

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus .. 5.00

300

1.00

12.00

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus .. 8.00

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK (W. H.). Is LifeWorthLiving? 1.25

Social Equality.

PropertyandProgress

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Bodyand Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

ence toMentalDisorders

Physiology ofMind.....

BodyandWill: Being an Essay concern-

ingWill in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical, and PathologicalAspects ....

50 MEAD(EDWIN D.). Philosophy ofCar-

lyle...
.50

.50

50

.50

2.00

BISHOP (W. H.) . The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. ANovel of New York.. 1.50 GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2 vols . 4.00

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-

calWorks. Illustrated

BUCKLE'S (H. T.) History of Civilization

inEngland..

HAECKEL (ERNST). The History of

Creation; or, The Development of the

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes. Illus . 2 vols . 5.00

The Evolution of Man. 2 vols ....... 5.00

Freedom in Science and Teaching ....... 1.00
HALLOWELL (R. P.). The Quaker Inva-

sion of Massachusetts.......

HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy.....

2.00 HAMMOND (DR. W. A.). A Treatise on

1.25

2.00

Diseases of the Nervous System ....... 5.00

HARDY (ARTHURS.). ButyetaWoman 1.25

HARRIS(J. C.). Uncle Remus: His Songs

and Sayings. The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus .....

HARTMANN (EDUARD VON). Philos-

1.50

ophy of the Unconscious. Speculative

Results according to the Inductive

Methodof Physical Science. 3 vols... 9.00

HAWLEY (F. B.). Capital and Popula-

tion:AStudy ofthe EconomicEffects

of their Relations to each other.....

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

Scarlet Letter..

TheHouse of the Seven Gables .

HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-
ative First Cause

Freedom of the Will

HELMHOLTZ (H.) . Popular Lectures on

Scientific Subjects. Withan Introduc

tion by Prof. Tyndall......

Second Series

1.50 HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

COBBE (FRANCES POWER). TheDuties

ofWomen...... Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M.D.). The SacredAnthology, 2.00

TheEarthward Pilgrimage...

Idols and Ideals.

1.75

1.50
Demonology and Devil Lore. 2 vols..... 7.00
Emerson at Home andAbroad..

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture, and

OtherEssays.....

The New Chemistry..

1.50

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

ingPlace

150

1.25

1.25

75

2.00

2.00

MEYER (PROF. GEO H. VON). The

Organs of Speech and their Applica-

tion in the Formation of Articmate

Sounds..

MILL (JOHN STUART). The Positive

Philosophy of Auguste Comte....

Political Economy

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

Liberty, both in one vol..

Representative Government.....

ThreeEssays onReligion........

MILLS (C. D. B. ). Gems of the Orient...

Buddha and Buddhism..

MUELLER (F. MAX). Lectures on the

Science of Language

Chips fromaGermanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, andCustoms. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, and An-

tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology. Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol. , $2.00;

the set

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or

Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustrated by the Relig-

ions of India

OORT(DR. H.) and HOOKYAAS (DR. I.).

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study oftheBible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges....

Vol. II. Kings andProphets

Vol. III. New Testament....

1.50 OSWALD (FELIX L. , M.D.) . Physical

Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature....

1.50

1.00

2.25

1.00

1.50

ROGERS (J.E. T.) Six Centuries ofWork

and Wages. The History of English

Labor

ROMANES (G. J.). Animal Intelligence.. 1.75
The Scientific Evidences ofOrganicEvo-

SAVAGE (M. J.). Belief in God.

Beliefs abont Man

Talks about Jesus

Beliefs about the Bible .....

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of ber

Riddles

Bluffton. AStory of To-day

SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory

SCHROEDER(DR. KARL). A Manualof

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated from the German. Illus... 350

2.50 SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols .

1.75

2.50

10.00

STEWART (S. J.). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatit is andhowitGrew.. .25

STICKNEY (ALBERT). A True Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of"Stod-

dard Lectures ," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful

illustrations ..

2.00 STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

2.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

5.00

town Folks. ANewEngland Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

land Story

STRAUSS (D. F.). The Old Faith andthe

New...

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

oweto each other.

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerningthe Science of Spirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-

five Years...

1.00 TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

oftheChristianReligionandthe Sig-

nificance of its Rise andDecline..... 1.00

PAINE (THOMAS). Age of Reason.......

Complete Works...

PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind

Prayers by Theodore Parker

TheMystery ofPain

Physiology for Practical Use

HOLLAND (F. M.). Reign of the Stoics.. 1.25 PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of
Stories from Robert Browning

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing..

1.50

.50

7.00

1.50

1.00

Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools and Families. .75

Paper, 35 cts.; cloth, 50 PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

2.00

theReligion and Philosophy of Eman-

uel Swedenborg
1.00 HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The

Autocrat of the Breakfast Table..

The Professor at the Breakfast Table.... 2.00 PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.
2.00

1.25

Motion

Fragments of Science.

LightandElectricity..

Lessons in Electricity.

Hours ofExerciseintheAlps .
BelfastAddress...

UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-
ures

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free

Thought

VOGEL (A. ). APractical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus .....

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50

1.00

1.75

4.50

VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

WALKER (PROF. F. A.). Wages ....

Money.....

3.50

4.00

Money. Trade, and Industry..
1.50

1.25

WithPortraits. 2 vols ...

LifeofJefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

4.00 WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6
2.00

vols. Illus ..
10.00

2.00
traits. 3 vols ...... 6.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

3.50

Famous Americans of Recent Times ....

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

2.00 tory Liquor Laws . 1.25

The Social Law of Labor. 1.50

tions. 2 vols . 6.00 WEISS (JOHN). Life andCorrespondence

PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART). The
of Theodore Parker 4.00

tion. 2 vols.... 1.50 GatesAjar 1.50 American Religion 1.50

ClimbingPlants

Insectivorous Plants Beyondthe Gates. 1.50
The Immortal Life

150

DoctorZay 1.25 Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare 200

Orchids fertilized by Insects

Forms ofFlowers...

Fertilizationinthe Vegetable Kingdom.
1.75 3.00

2.00

Vegetable Mould, etc...

PowerofMovement inPlants..
1.50

2.00

Travels andResearches

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-

.75

1.50

PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newlyengraved Likenesses ofSumner.

2vols....

WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

Growth of Language 1.50

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works, with Portrait 2.00

1.50
traits... 6.00 WILSON (HENRY). Rise and Fall ofthe

Completeset, 13 vols.... 1.50 POPE'S Essay on Man .. .50
25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays

Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols.... 9.00

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Complete in 16 vols... 20.00

DANA(R. H.) . Two Years before the Mast, 1.50

DARWIN(CHARLES). Origin ofSpecies, 2.00
Descent of Man......

Journal ofResearches ....

Emotional Expression...

Animals and Plants under Domestica-

3.00

2.00

The Poet at the Breakfast Table....

Poems.....

Ralph WaldoEmerson

Elsie Venner

HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-
moir andPortrait. 2 vols ..

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.). The Lady of the

Aroostook ....

5.00
The Undiscovered Country.

2.00

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a
Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols.......

2.00

2.00

1.50

LECKY (W. E. H.) . History of the Rise

and Influence of the Spirit of Ration-

alism inEurope. 2 vols.

RIBOT (T. H.). Heredity: A Psychologi-

cal Study on its Phenomena, fts Laws ,

its Causes, and its Consequences ......

EnglishPsychology.

2.00

1.50

Diseases of Memory. 150

4.00

History ofEuropean Morals fromAugus-

tus to Charlemagne. 2 vols.......
3.00

1.50

LEWES (G. H.). Biographical History of

Philosophy. 2 vols .... 4.00

2.50

1.50

Physiology of Common Life. 2 vols.....

The Story of Goethe's Life

Problems of Life and Mind.

3.00

1.50
lution

First Se-

ries. 2 vols.... 6.00 Morals of Evolution
1.75

The Physical Basis of Mind.

Series....

Second

300

1.00

1.00
The Study of Psychology, its

Scope,andMethod...

Object,
2.00

1.00

.50

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

ofDescent andDarwinism. Illus...... 1.50
5.00

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs.

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others .

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley.... .50

Chemistry 50

Physics .50

Physical Geography. .50

1.00
Geology. .50

Physiology .50

Astronomy. .50

15.00

Botany .50

Logic... .50

InventionalGeometry .50

Piano-forte Playing .. .50

PoliticalEconomy . .50

2.00 Natural Resources of the United States. .50

SCOTT'S Complete Poetical Works. Illus. 8.00

15.00

1.00

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

Memoirand Portrait. 2 vols ....

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women...

SMITH'S Ancient History, from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fall of the Western

Empire. Illus. 3vols.... 6.00

1.50 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00
Principles of Biology. 2 vols........ 4.00

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols .... 4.00

2.50
Principlesof Sociology. 2 vols ..... 4.00

1.50
Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00

2.50
Universal Progress ... 200

1.50 Essava, Moral, Political, Esthetic... 2.00

1.25 Social Statics . 2.00

Data ofEthics 1.25

2.00
Study of Sociology. 1.50

Education 1.25

STALLO (J. B.). The Concepts and Theo-

ries ofModernPhysics... 1.75

3.50

3.00
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Y ALL ODDS

THEHEBEST EQUIPPED

RAILROAD IN THE WORLD.

Let it be forever remembered that the

Chicago & North-Western

RAILWAY

is the best and shortest route to and from

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

THE INVESTIGATOR.

Published every week at the Paine Memo

rial, Appleton Street, Boston,Mass.

Volume Fifty-second.

Price $3.00 per annum; 75 cts. for three

months totrial subscribers .

The INVESTIGATOR, as heretofore or since

its first commencement upward of half a

century ago, is devoted to the welfare, im-

provement, and happiness of men and
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contrary, Dr. Denslow is anopen antagonist
Spencer. His essay on Spencer's

Philosophy, first published in the Chicago
Times, while speaking of the man in the

usual terms of pertunctory compliment, as

have also Goldwin Smith and the Saturday

Review, is adverse, carping, and deprecia-

tory on every point that he considers. The

criticism was regarded as so damaging that
Spencer's friends were told theymust reply

to it or forever hold their peace; and we

were confidently assured that the last we For sale at THE INDEX office. Price 15cents.

should ever hear of Spencer's system was

the thud of the clods that Denslow had

thrownupon its coffin."--Prof. Youmans, in

Popular Science Monthly and in Introduc-

tion to Current American Edition of the

Data ofEthics .
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ecutor of the late Thomas Paine, is as

fiercely indignant at Mr. Denslow's analysis
of Paine's politics as Prof. Youmansis at
his assault on Spencer's Philosophy. On
the other hand, George Jacob Holyoake
speaks of the analysis of Paine's political
philosophy as "the most masterly refutation

of it extant, without showing in his words

or in his mind any enmity against the great
agitatorwhomhe confutes."

The late Dr. George M. Beard, of New

York, wrote to the author: "Your critique

on Spencer's Data of Ethics has all the

force of a discovery in ethics, and is of

great value. It deserved to be made the

subject of a separate treatise."
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BISMARCK'S attempt to revive animosities of 1872

shows how keenly he feels the defeat of his policy

by the recent adverse vote in the Reichstag. His

organ, the North German Gazette, says, "The fed-

eral government will never tolerate any one who

from the tribune of the Reichstag defends rebel-

lion against the emperor and the empire."

LAST week, the Board of Trustees of the Colum-

bia (S.C.) Theological Seminary asked Rev. Dr.

Woodrow of that institution to resign, in conse-

quence of his views on evolution.. This he declined

to do, and requested a trial, whereupon his seat

was declared vacant by a vote of 8 to 4. Upon the

action of the board, two of Dr. Woodrow's most

able associates, Prof. Hemphill and Dr. Boggs,

tendered their resignation. "Thus," as an ex-

change remarks, "does the doctrine get an unex-

pected lift from the narrow-minded and ill-consid-

ered action of aboard of trustees."

CATHOLIC journals in Europe and in this coun-

try have, the past fewyears, denounced in severe

language the statesmen of Italy, and predicted

many things of the present government not likely

to be realized. The government has reduced the

taxes on the necessaries of life, suppressed brig-

andage in the wilder portions of Naples and

Sicily, organized an army and put it on a good

footing ; and yet, according to the announcement

of the Italian minister of finance, in spite of the

extraordinary expenditure and losses occasioned

bythe cholera, which ragedwith such mortality in

thatcountry, there will be no deficit in the budget.

"Our traditional opinion of Italian statesmanship,

and the low estimate that many have formed of

Italian character," says a leading journal, "are

such that it is difficult for Americans to realize

that the political leaders of Italy have shown a

grasp upon great theories of government, and a

knowledge of how practically to apply these, that
have not been surpassed by the statesmen of any

other European country. It is satisfactory to

learn, as we do by a variety of sources, that the

industrial development of Italy is going on at the

same rate of speed as her political advancement."

MR. GEORGE KEMPTON, an earnest and active

worker in the cause of temperance, is sending out

for the signature of business firms a form of agree-

ment declaring that, "after the close of the present

year, they will not employ persons in any capacity

who drink liquors, including ale and beer." It is

more than doubtful whether this scheme to boy-

cott all employés who do not wholly abstain from

the use of alcoholic drinks will lead to any good

results. The evils of drunkenness-which can

hardly be overstated-are not likely to be lessened

by business firms denying employment to men, re-

gardless of their general character and their skill

as workmen, who indulge, however moderately, in

drinking habits, when these habits are not contrary

to law and are commonamong all classes of society:

This would subject employés, in their personal

habits, to rules and regulations which they would

have no voice in making, and against the injustice

of which even those in favor of a State prohibi-

tory law might fairly protest. The scheme would

involve wrong, not only to many worthy men, but

to wives and children dependent upon them. It

would impair the independence and self-respect of

employés to be made thus subjects of arbitrary

authority. Temperance cannot be enforced by a

threat, such as is implied in the scheme proposed

by Mr. Kempton, which is not founded upon prin-

ciple, and will not therefore succeed. There are

better methods, which do not discriminate between

employers and employés, and which appeal directly

to the self-respect and the humanity as well as

to the interests of all classes, without threats of

enforced idleness as a penalty for not complying

with the demands and submitting to the surveil-

lance of an authority founded upon the relation

which capital sustains to labor. We sympathize

with Mr. Kempton in his purpose of promoting

temperance: his proposed methodwe regard with

distrust.

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

be swallowed up or superseded by any other organ-

ization. There was a distinct work for it to do,

and it would do it. He presented the difficulties

that would have to be overcome before the desired

legislation necessary to put the State on an entirely

secular basis would be secured, and thought it

wouldbe well at present to direct the attention of

the society especially to the petition for the repeal

of the law which allows an atheist's opinions to

affect the credibility of his testimony. Brief

speeches were made by Mr. F. A. Hinckley, Mr.

W. G. Babcock, Mrs. Clara M. Bisbee, and Mr.

John S. Cobb. Music was furnished by the Parker

Fraternity choir, and hymns sung which had been

prepared for the occasion. The gathering was

made up of persons of a great variety of religious

views; but they were evidently one in spirit, and

everybody present seemed to enjoy the supper, the

speaking, the music, and conversation with friends

and new acquaintances.

crown.

LAST week, the captain and mate of the yacht

"Mignonette," who killed the boy Parker for the

purpose of sustaining life upon his body, were

tried in London, found guilty of murder, and

sentenced to death by Chief Justice Coleridge,

who, in pronouncing the sentence, declared that

the law did not recognize the right of killing

another to save one's own life except in self-de-

fence; that, while it was a duty to preserve one's

own life, it was sometimes a higher dutyto sacri-

fice it. It was therefore, he said, his duty to

pronounce the full sentence of the law; and, if too

severe, relief must be had in the clemency of the

The prisoners appealed for mercy in view

of their terrible situation when the deed was done.

Home Secretary Harcourt, without recommending

apardon or commutation of sentence, advised the

queen to respite the men. Some interesting and

important questions are suggested by this case :

How far are men, in the situation and in the

physical and moral condition to which Capt. Dud-

ley and Mate Stephens were reduced, morally

responsible for their acts ? Would men in that

situation be deterred from prolonging their own

lives by such means, if they were certain that, in

case they should survive and their act should

become known, they would be dealt with as com-

mon murderers? Would the enforcement of the

death penalty against acts of cannibalism com-

mitted under such dreadful circumstances serve in

any way to keep men out of situations in which

death or killing a fellow being is the only alterna-

tive? Does a knowledge of such cases, with all

their horrible details, make the thought of killing

ahuman being for food less odious to civilized

man, or lower men's estimate of the value and

sacredness of human life? Punishment is justifi-

able only as a means of preventing offences or

reforming offenders. Judge Coleridge, no doubt,

correctlydefined the position of the law in the

case ofDudley and Stephens; but probably nobody

believes the sentence will or should be carried out.-

Since the foregoing was written, the sentence has

beencommuted to six months' imprisonment with-

out labor.

THE social supper of the Free Religious Asso-

ciation at the Parker Fraternity Rooms, Wednes-

dayevening, last week, was, like the previous one

in October, a decided success. Early in the even-

ing, a meeting of the executive committee was

held, at which it was decided to continue, with

renewed vigor, the work determined upon at the

last meeting in favor of taxing church property,

and the repeal of the law in this State by which

the testimony of atheists may be discredited.

After the supper, to which about one hundred and

fifty people sat down, Col. T. W. Higginson, who

presided in his usual graceful and happymanner,

introduced Mr. F. M. Holland, who read a paper

entitled "How the Rights of the People of Massa-

chusetts are invaded by Religious Restrictions,"-

a paper which was full of facts, and replete with

arguments in favor of complete State seculariza-

tion. Col. Higginson followed in an address, in

which he spoke of the good work done by the
Association, which he did not think was likely to
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CHRISTIAN BIGOTRY.

For old-fashioned theological narrowness and

bigotry, the Christian Statesman, among all our ex-

changes, carries off the palm. There is a certain

logical rigidness in its methods, a stolid adherence

to the principles it has laid down in its premises,

no matter to what startling and unpopular conclu-

sions they may lead, which can but win respect.

The sincerity, at least, of the Statesman is not to

be questioned. Indeed, if the ordinary assump-

tion of the Christian Church, that Christ is the

legitimate head and ruler of humanity for all time,

be true, then the Statesman perhaps is the most

logical representative of Christianity to be found

inAmerica. It has the courage to say what other

andmore popular organs of the Christian system

of faith only silently imply. Or it may be that

the latter even openly deny in their practical con-

⚫clusions what they affirm in their premises. Yet,

while according this much to the consistency and

sincerity of that branch of the Christian Church

which the Statesman represents, Liberals may be

thankful that not all Christendom is so rigidly log-

ical. What would happen in this country, if the

party of the Christian Statesman should get the

majority, we can but dimly conjecture. If they

should still be true to the objects they now openly

profess, we do not see but that the minority would

have to fight, to regain not only the rights of relig-

ious liberty, but the right to any representation in

the government.

We have been led to these remarks more par-

ticularly by an article in the Statesman on the

recent Thanksgiving Proclamations of the Presi-

dent and of the State Governors ; though, what-

ever topics it treats, the same narrowness of view

appears, and the same purpose to engraft upon

civil government the evangelical Christian creed.

The Statesman finds as yet no Thanksgiving Proc-

lamation among those issued this year which

wholly satisfies it. President Arthur's was "cold

and formal." Governor Hoadly's was, of course,

very defective, since it did not contain even the

word "God." "The most fervent and Scriptural,"

it says, was that of Governor Pattison, of Penn-

sylvania. But, after printing the proclamation

with praise for its religious and Old Testament

tone, it adds: "In this, however, as in all others

which have come under our notice, there is one

painful omission. No allusion is made to the

Lord Jesus Christ, through whom alone any ac-

ceptable worship can be rendered to God, or for

giveness and favor for nations or individuals can

be obtained. This persistent and uniform omis-

sion of the name of Christ from such State papers

indicates a studied avoidance of that name. Itis

not a casual and inadvertent, but a designed and

purposeful, withholding of any recognition of Him

through whom alone we have the knowledge of

God, andwhose mediation secures for us, as men

and as nations, all our mercies. We do not say

that Christian churches ought to disregard these

proclamations, but we do say that they ought not

to observe them without an emphatic protest

against the dishonor thus habitually done to their

Lord and Saviour."

We presume that Governor Pattison remem-

bered, as George Washington did, that there are

Jewish citizens in this country who have just as

much interest in its government and just as much

right to representation in it as have Christians,

and that a State paper addressed to all citizens

should not be written with sectarian ink, as if the

people were all orthodox Christians. But it is

evident that the Statesman is of the opinion that

not only Jews, but agnostics, free thinkers, and

even liberal Christians have no rights of equal

citizenship in this country which orthodox Chris-

tians are bound to respect. The very sense of jus-

tice appears to be obliterated in minds otherwise

conscientious, which are dominated by this type of

theology. Those who believe that there can be no

"acceptable worship" except through the "Lord

Jesus Christ," and that "the knowledge of God"

and "forgiveness and favor for nations and indi-

viduals" and "all our mercies" are to be obtained

only through the same mediation, have a perfect

right to urge these beliefs, arrogant as they are,

upon the free reason of other citizens through the

platform, the pulpit, or the press; but, when it

comes to asking that these beliefs shall be incorpo-

rated in State documents, and shall dictate the

laws of the statute-books, and be inserted even in

the text of the national and State constitutions,

then there are other classes of citizens who have

something to say in the matter,-citizens whose

equally conscientious beliefs would be offended

and shocked by this theology.

But the party of which the Statesman is the

organ, and which is making this demand, does not

appear to have the slightest conception of the

doctrine of equality of civil rights in respect to

religious beliefs. Its bigotry hasmade it morally

obtuse. The kind of government it is advocating

is not that which has been constitutionally estab-

lished in the United States: it is not democracy

nor republicanism, but theocracy. And the people

of this country are not likely soon to be converted

by the Christian Statesman's narrow logic and mis-

applied zeal. It is only waging a lost battle,-the

battle of religious bigotry, surviving from a past

age, against the enlightenment of human reason

and the doctrine of equal rights.

HUNGER.

I.

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

"Do we live to eat, or eat to live?"

To some, this familiar query may seem little

more than a fanciful play of words. Yet, of all

questions that can be propounded, this one is ethi-

cally the most momentous to us. Our moral be-

havior, from first to last, has to receive its word of

command from the decision. According to the

answer given, we ought either to strive for com-

plete deliverance from bodily associations ; or, on

the contrary, we ought to aspire to ever higher

bodily perfection. Life negation on the one side,

life affirmation on the other.

This alternative can in no way be evaded. Its

dictum is the very core of morality. If our body

is naturally so fashioned that feeding is really the

one great vital function aimed at, then no amount

of sophistry will ever make life appear morally

desirable. Be the means to such an end ever so

ingenious and circuitous, the process of securing

prey ever so elaborate and skilful, the manner in

which it is executed ever so graceful and fascinat-

ing, if sensual self-gratification is the final pur-

port of all this vital exertion, then life is fun-

damentally bad, and has in consequence to be

abhorred.

thought, we may rest assured that its secret lies

clearly incarnate in the intricacies of our all-con-

taining organization, to be disclosed by soundbiol-

ogy only, not by any feat of clairvoyance or any

ever so dexterous a priori handling.

Our natural being consists of an entodermic and

an ectodermic economy, of a self-satisfying and of

a relational life. Bichat, one of the most illus-

trious biological thinkers,was the first positively to

discern these two distinct lives of ours. And, soon

afterward, Von Baer demonstrated their struct-

ural origin in two separate embryonic textures ,

which he respectively called the vegetal and the

animal layer. From the latter arise in the course

of reproductive development our sensory surface,

our voluntary muscles, and the nervous system

connecting and centralizing the same. All this

together forms our life of outside relations,-abi-

lateral life, withduplex organs symmetrically dis-

posed. From the vegetal layer is evolved the rest

of the organs, generally single and unsymmetrical,

and mostly enclosed in the large cavities of the

body. The peculiar set of vital activities con-

nected with this seeming kernel of our bodily ex-

istence was named by Bichat the organic life, a

sphere of self-affecting desires and gratifications.

Now, it is ethically undeniable that, if the ento-

derm is really the paramount constituent of our

natural being, life has to be considered funda-

mentally immoral; and suppression of natural

tendencies--indeed, complete immolation of vital-

ity-must be the aim of our moral striving. If,

however, the ectoderm governs, then the innate

drift of vitality is essentially moral or altruistic,

and the debasement of relational life the veritable

gist of immorality.

If hunger and lust are supreme in our world,

and the whole body, with all its cunning array of

trapping contrivances, amere engine for the glut-

ting of appetites, then, with innermost disgust, let

us turn away from the hideous plot,and resolutely

abnegate life for ever and ever. If, on the con-

trary, the main current ofour being presses toward

universal influences, toward a wider, intenser re-

lational life, then, with boundless faith in natural

progress, let us reverently and joyfully receive and

convey the sacred trust.

Emphatically be it repeated that correctly to

understand the true relation to each other of these

two lives of ours, a relation organically inwrought

in our mystic frame farbeyond the depth of self-

consciousness, is to impart to our moral conduct its

rightful direction.

How it comes that in our bodily existence the

lead of the entoderm can possibly render life im-

moral is a further fundamental problem of ethics,

connected with the hyper-individual nature of our

personality, as briefly explained in a former article

(Index, October 9) .

Our principal religions have all unconsciously

been reared on the conception of the ascendency

of the entoderm. Their morality is antagonistic

to our bodily existence, because it is a morality

based on entodermic life. They assume, to begin

with, that our natural being is mainly framed for

the gratification of sensual and selfish desires. For

this reason, asceticism has always been their guid-

ing principle in the conduct of life, deviation from

Is it true, then, that the main bent of vitality

is naturally, through bodily constitution, sensual

and self-seeking ? This is, first and foremost, the ❘ ascetic rules a mere compromise with temporality.

vital instruction we wish to receive with irrefraga-

blecertainty. These thousands of years, for want

of true guidance, we have been keeping up an

unprofitable strife with phantasmal ills,-yea, with

benignant powers. What prophetic word or orac-

ular enunciation has ever illumined with steady

light this dark enigma of life worthiness, confront-

ing us so uncompromisingly at the very threshold

of our moral career? But, however obscure to

It is easy enough to argue, in a general way,

against the ascetic or pessimistic position ; but

what if science itself, and even the evolution

science of our day, is positively and inevasively

tending to confirm the intuitive teachings of relig-

ion in this particular respect? Since Bichat, biol-

ogyhas in fact never ceased to enunciate the sub-

serviency of the performances of our life of relation

to the natural appetites of our organic life.
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Bichat himself, who was quite free from any

Orthodox proclivities, declared the organic life, or

entoderm, to be the seat of the passions, to be that

special part of our bodily organization whence

emanate all appetitive desires and emotional im-

pulses. It is-so he thought hehaddiscovered-

the first to live, the last to die, sleepless and

unchangeable ; while the life of outside relations,

purveyor to all its cravings, is subject to fatigue

anddisuse, can be trained and modified, prone in

every way to accommodate itself to external cir-

cumstances. Our moralcharacter-which, intruth,

is the expression of our emotional temperament,

the physiognomy, as it were, of the genuine bent

of our individual impulses-proves thus to be or-

ganically and unalterably predetermined in the

structures of the entoderm; an ever-greedy core

of unconvertible appetence, to be appeased in

variable ways by the help of the astonishingly

appropriate mechanism which brings it into direct

connection with its manifold objects of desire.

Yonder cat, so nimble and spry, what is she

after ? Look how adroitly and stealthily she is

approaching some object on which her gaze is

intently fixed. Now, one unerring bound, and

she has seized her prey. Her life of relation has

served its purpose. She devours the morsel and

rests satisfied.

Is it to be wondered that, under an unsophisti-

cated observation of nature's open doings, this

view of the subserviency of the life of relationsto

thewants of the entoderm has also found expres-

sion as a deeply considered philosophical system ?

It forms, indeed, the burden of the celebrated

pessimistic works of Schopenhauer, the misan-

thropic anchorite, who has become one of the

most influential of modern thinkers. And quite

consistently, as a moral outcome of it all, he like-

wise preaches asceticism, deliverance from the

cruelbonds ofvitality.

Tohim also, the ever-wakeful will with its aрре-

tites and self-affecting desires forms the true ker-

nel of our natural existence, pressing with blind

and eager zeal into this phantasmal world of illu-

sory gratification; shaping as its tools the cunning

mind to plan, the far-piercing senses to espy, the

agile limbs to seize, and then, as genuine symbols

of its fierceness,tooth and claw, rigid and sharp-

whetted,-frantically, voluptuously to kill, to tear,

to cloy. The rest of life, the impulse to procrea-

tion, misnamed the tender passion, does it not

emanate from the same source of ruthless, self-

seeking appetence ? And does it not result in the

perpetuation of the self-same cravings of life-in-

vested will? Only as a rare exception in human

beings, in fact as the strange abnormity known as

genius, the intellect liberates itself from its ento-

dermic bondage, creates in its first innocent awak-

ening art and science. Then, puzzled at so much

irrationality and disaster in nature, it strives to

frame in explanation of it a consistent philosophy.

At last, horrified at the dire spectacle of cupidity

and carnage filling brimful this sad life every-

where surrounding us, it sickens at it all, and re-

nounces for good the alluring fruits of vitality.

This philosophy of Schopenhauermay be regarded

as the climax of the entodermic interpretation of

nature.

What have scientific evolutionists to say against

it ? With surpassing discernment and overwhelm-

ing proof, we have lately been taught that the

struggle for existence, though "red with tooth and

claw," leads to progressive development through
survival of the fittest. The fittest indeed, but the

fittest for what ? For attaining the very objects

of this struggle for existence, for satisfying the

very impulses that bring it about ? Does it,

frankly expressed, turn on the entodermic issue :

who is to eat and who is to be eaten ; who is in

consequence to propagate, and who is to be extin-

guished? In truth, what else can be the purport

of faculties entirely evolved in the very realization

of those elemental propensities which they are

framed to subserve ? What can it progressively

or ethically amount to,-all this passionate attack-

ing and defending, this sly seeking and hiding,

this seemingly tender sexual communion and pa-

rental care, if it ultimately achieves nothing but

a prolonged and renewed embodiment of the eter-

nalHunger?

Indeed, only our ideal aspirations coming to us

from afar, across the empyrean vast, have invested

with a nimbus of altruistic expansion this grim

notion of an ever-widening grasp of victorious

self-gratification. Quite recently, Georg Heinrich

Schneider has formulated an interpretation of

vital activities in true conformity with the Dar-

winiantheory.

"tame villatic fowls" were banished from Sybaris

by legislative decree, because the shrill clarion of

chanticleer broke the continuity of the sleep of its

citizens at an unseasonable hour. Hogarth's "En-

raged Magician" had ample reason for his fury,

but Carlyle's diseased sensitiveness to the merely

ordinary sounds of daily life was ludicrous. After

roosters, "vile, yellow Italian organ-grinders" were

the special objects of his objurgations. On this

side of him, Carlyle was almost as absurd a

creature as the famous John Dennis of Pope's

Dunciad. In reading Froude's biography, one is

reminded of the proverbial distich :-

"Great wits are sure to madness near allied,

Andthin partitions do their bounds divide."

But much is to be forgiven to Carlyle on the

score of his peculiar organization. He was the

life-long victim of insomnia, dyspepsia, and hypo-

chondria, and morbidly sensitive nerves . Like all

born students, thinkers, and poets, when not in

his happier, inspired moods, he was constantly

devouring his own heart. His restless spirit was

He classifies all fundamental propensions as nu-

tritive, protective, procreative, and parental. The

gratification of these impelling desires by seizure| continually fretting his body into bad health.

or evasion of external objects is vitally accom-

plished on the least elevated plane of relational

life through mere sensation, involving direct con-

tact; then, higher in the scale, through perception,

reaching to a distance ; then, still higher up,

through mental representation, which figures the

objects of its desire or aversion, even in their ab-

sence, and leads to their search or avoidance ; and,

lastly, also through thought, associating several

mental representations with each other, whose cor-

responding perceptions in the world of actual real-

ization are causally linked together, rendering thus

possible still more circuitous and far-reaching

modes of gratification.

It is clear that, in this very plausible evolutional

system, the impulses of nutrition and propagation

furnish the exclusive incentives to all kinds of

ectodermic activity. It must in consequence be

held that suitable subservience to entodermic crav-

ings constitutes the sole object, the only raison

d'être, of the entire life of outside relations.

Thus strikingly does modern science, in spite of

its ostensible contention, corroborate the intuitive

grounds of the ascetic morality, taught as thefinal

aim of religious life in Occidental and in Oriental

temples.

His craving and insatiate ideal nature kept him in

a perpetual state of discontent and mental and

moral fever. In spite of his diseased nerves, Car-

lyle proved to be of tough physical fibre, aud

lived to a longeval age. But, without his constant

morbidness, he would not have been Teufels-

dröckh, he would not have been the Diogenes of

modern thought and literature When his daimon

orbetter genius did prevail over his ailments, dis-

contents, chagrins, and exasperations, then he

mounted aloft, and from his inspired pen flowed

such wit, wisdom, eloquence, poetry, and dia-

phragm-shaking humor as no contemporary genius

couldproduce. Like Byron, he wrote in a frenzy

and fury of inspiration,-in his heart's blood, as we

are told. After Byron, he was the greatest revo-

lutionary spirit of nineteenth century literature.

At heart, he was a great admirer of Byron, though

he occasionally attempts to sneer at him in his

essays. The English lord had the same detesta-

tion of shams and cant and tradition and conven-

tionalism which the Scotch peasant had. Pascal,

Rousseau, Shelley, Coleridge, Byron, Leopardi,

Schopenhauer, Carlyle,-the above men of genius

were all infected with a morbid taint, which made

them of one family, so to speak. Their biogra-

phies are painful but fascinating reading. They

were unworldly, recluse, peculiar, self-devourers,

brooders upon their own hearts, "birds of paradise

formed of far too penetrable stuff" for the wear

and tear of daily life. So much by way of pre-

liminary remarks. On the whole, Froude's Thomas

Carlyle, or Carlylean Epos, takes its place with

the greatest of English literary biographies,-with

Boswell's Johnson, Moore's Byron, and Lockhart's

Walter Scott. After the appearance of his French

Revolution, Carlyle was recognized and acknowl-

edged as the great author par excellence of the

English-speaking world, and all did homage to

him as such. Cheyne Row, in the London suburb

of Chelsea, became a sort of literary Mecca, whither

pilgrims of all nations and tongues, and with all

sorts of aims and objects, went as to a shrine of

wit and wisdom, and finally of charity and benefi-
cence. Indeed, visitors from this side of the

Atlantic, where Carlyle was first truly appreciated,

became so incessant as to lead him to the conclu-

sion that we were a nation mostly of bores. But

among these bores were such personalities as Emer-

son, James, Ripley, and Margaret Fuller. Carlyle

also saw, not as visitors to his own residence, but

at the houses of the aristocracy and of great offi-

cials, where he was a welcome guest, other distin-

guished Americans, such as Abbott Lawrence,

Edward Everett, and Prescott, the historian, none

This being so, will perchance one or the other

reader realize of what import it would be to our

ethical bearing toward life, if it could be positively

proved that, from the very rise of vital activity,

nutrition together with all other functions of life

are essentially subservient to the formative play of

interaction occurring between the relational life of

an organism and the outside influences to which it

is related? That this is the veritable aim and

course of vitality and organization shall now be

demonstrated.

EDMUND MONTGOMERY.

FROUDE'S CARLYLE.

The chief displeasure which one feels in the

perusal of this already famous andvariously criti-

cised biography is at the perpetual monotone of

valetudinarian and dyspeptic complaint which

runs through it from beginning to end, so far as

the journal and epistles of Carlyle himself are con-

cerned. One is astonished at this, when he re-

members who Carlyle was, namely, the son of

sturdy Scotch peasants,brought up with a Spartan

simplicity of diet, and himself of a decidedly Spar-

tan and ascetic disposition. But Carlyle was a

Sybarite in his hatred of noises of all sorts, but in

no other respect. It is recorded in some old

Greek book that roosters with their broods of
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of whom interested him much. But Webster,

whom he met at breakfast one morning in 1839,

did interest him greatly. "I will warrant him,"

says Carlyle, "one of the stiffest logic-buffers and

parliamentary athletes anywhere to be met with

in our world at present,-a grim, tall, broad-

bottomed, yellow-skinned man, with brows like

precipitous cliffs, and huge, black, dull, wearied,

and unweariable-looking eyes under them." Car-

lyle knew a man when he saw one, and he could

have had no doubt but that he saw one in Daníel

Webster. In dainty literary quarters, Froude's

Life of Carlyle, with its full portraiture and unre-

served exposition of its hero with all his faults

and foibles, has caused said hero to be denounced

as "an old curmudgeon" and by other harsh epi-

thets. But you cannot have a lion's strength

without having occasionally the exhibition of a

lion's fierceness .

It is true that Carlyle, like his old literary hero

and to some extent prototype, Sam Johnson, was

fiercely sarcastic, and at times absolutely brutal

and wrong-headed in his talk, in his fits of dys-

pepsia and exasperation; but all the while there

was at the heart of him a fountain of tears, of

softest, kindliest love, sympathy, and pity, as there

was in Johnson. In extenuation and explanation

of his acrid and ungracious remarks about distin-

guished contemporaries and even personal friends,

it should be remembered that for long years he

was condemned, with all this intellectual power,

to poverty, obscurity, and neglect, as Johnson had

been before him, and, still further back, as the

Roman poet Horace had been. Meanwhile, he

saw others of far lesser calibre surfeited with

easily won honors and fame. Naturally enough,

when such fortunate contemporaries crossed his

path, he spoke of them, if he was "in his moods,"

in terms of that fierce indignation of which Swift,

a kindred spirit, speaks as lacerating the heart of

neglected and unrecognized genius. Thus it was

that he so frequently expressed his feelings in con-

temptuous sallies of wit and sarcastic character-

izations. He was also by nature sarcastic and cen-

sorious. Sarcasm and censoriousness are national

traits of the keen-brained Scotch ; and Carlyle was

Scotus Scotorum,-a Scotchman among Scotchmen.

His intellect was almost fiercely apprehensive, and

went over a subject as with tiger-leaps. Hence, he

was impatient of all dulness and stupidity. A

youth who, unaided,went through Newton's Prin-

cipia, mastering it in all its details, was not likely

to find any subject or studyor mental achievement

beyond his capacity, or too tough for him. Mean-

time, after saying thus much in extenuation of

Carlyle's habit of slurring and slashing his dis-

tinguished contemporaries,-for the disposition

finally became a habit,-let us confess that it was a

most unamiable trait, and betrayed more or less of

jealousy and of the gnawing of the tooth of envy.

Carlyle was undoubtedly jealous of successful

statesmen and men of action. For, like Byron ,

at heart he despised the life of a mere writer and

literary fellow; and such a life is more or less

despicable. In particular, Carlyle was jealous of

◆Gladstone and Disraeli, afterwards Lord Beacons-

field. Both were successful littérateurs like him-

self; yet, unlike himself, both had succeeded in

climbing to the heights of political power and

shaping the whispers of a throne,-of the throne

of an empire on which the sun never sets. Car-

lyle habitually spoke of these two great writers

and statesmen in the most contemptuous, slurring

terms. But, finally, he owned that Disraeli, who

was at the time British premier, poured coals of

fire on his headwhen, in 1874, he sent him alet-

ter couched in most flattering and magnanimous

and noble terms, offering to him, as the greatest

of living English authors, a pension and a patten

of nobility. He declined both, but expressed his

gratitude in fitting terms. Carlyle's humor was

sui generis, grotesque, gigantesque, and unequalled

in its way, surpassing that of Rabelais even. Men

and things etched themselves on his mind as in

images of fire, and mostly in a grotesque, ludi-

crous light. Thus he could not help representing

many of his friends in ludicrous terms. Then he

had in his nature an inherited Calvinistic Presby-

terian taint, which made him intolerant of all

mental and moral weakness, and all foibles, and

even venial vices. Thus it was that such unfort-

unate sons of genius as Charles Lamb, Hazlitt,

andDe Quincey fared hardly at his hands, although

he would have shared the contents of his purse

with either of them. Such a sensuous, hyper-sen-

suous, sugar-fancied poet as Keats naturally ex-

citedhis contempt. Macaulayhe spoke of as com-

monplace, and all gone to tongue. Coleridge he

characterized as "a weak, diffusive, weltering, in-

effectual man"; and with all his unquestionable

genius he was that, and his friend and eulogist,

DeQuincey, admits as much by implication. He

described the British House of Commons to sun-

dry members of it, who had called at Cheyne

Row, as "six hundred talking asses, set to make

the laws and administer the concerns of the great-

est empire the world had ever seen." He doubt-

less suffered himself to write of Mill as he did,

on hearing of his death, because he was annoyed

by hearing that writer styled "the great thinker of

his age," which he undoubtedly was, Carlyle to

the contrary, notwithstanding. I have classified

Froude's Carlyle with Boswell's Johnson. As in

the latter you see all the famous Englishmen of

the eighteenth century gathered about Boswell's

"philosopher, guide, and friend" at one time or

another, so in Froude's Carlyle all the most famous

men of the nineteenth century in both hemi-

spheres file past the reader, so to speak. Thus ,

it is a work which will be ktēma es aei, or a pos-

session forever; a book which will make this cen-

tury luminous, as it were, to all after times.

But Carlyle was by no means all gall and vitriol

and sarcasm. He sincerely loved and admired

many a mortal among his contemporaries, such as

Tennyson, Peel, Chalmers, JohnSterling, andLady

Harriet Baring, his Gloriana, who shone on himlike

the morning star from the serene altitude of Brit-

ish aristocratic life. He loved his wife, his Jane,

too, idolatrously; and his affection for his kindred

was exemplary and unsurpassed. In his latter days

of comparative affluence, his kindness to the poor

and unfortunate was without stint or limit. He

himself was constitutionally frugal and inexpen-

sive. His chief delight in the possession of money

was that it enabled him to help his unfortunate

fellow-mortals. Such being the fact, who dares to

question the essential nobleness and unselfishness

of his heart ? In fact, it was a heart worthy of

his genius and brains. Inhis old age and weak-

ness, he saw that the world could spare him, and

that it would move on as usual, irrespective of

himself, in its own way. Like most old men, he

thought that the younger generations were going

to the bow-wow; that Mammonism and hedonism

and mechanicalism, and atheism and a gospel of

dirt, and stump oratory and democracy would ere-

long be the ruin of the world, and bring in an

era of chaos and anarchy, and subject mankind

to a signal visitation of divine wrath and displeas-

ure, such as the old Hebrew prophets speak of.

Meantime, he might have consoled himself with

the fact that he himself, inhis day and generation,

had given a shove to the world, and dropped seeds

in the shape of ideas into the general mind, which

would not fail to fructify in the most markedman-

ner sooner or later, as they are even now doing.

Mr. Froude, in closing his biography, truly says

that "in future years, in future centuries, stran-

gers will come from distant lands-from America,

from Australia, from New Zealand, from every

isle or continent where the English language is

spoken to see the house where Carlyle was born,

to see the green turf under which his dust is lying.

Scotland will have raised a monument over his

grave; but no monument is needed for one who

has made an eternal memorial for himself in the

hearts of all to whom truth is the dearest of pos-

sessions."

B. W. BALL.

SUFFRAGE : A PLEA FOR WOMAN.

II.

Some may admit that woman is sufficiently

intellectual and gifted with a sense of individual-

ity to entitle her to citizenship, but maintain that

patriotism and loyalty are characteristics of which

she must necessarily be devoid, because she has

had no country nor cause to put these attributes

tothe test.

During a ride of eleven miles through a dairy

district in a Western State in the autumn of 1873,

with abrother,he told me the experience of each

family, house by house, resulting from the war

which had ended about eight years before. Hus-

bands, fathers, and grown-up sons had so univer-

sally gone to the war that none butwomen, small

children, and old men remained; "and yet," said

my brother, "industries did not cease, and the

men returned in some instances to find their prop-

erty in better condition than when they left. The

women rose to the emergency. They milked the

cows, and delivered the milk punctually at the

cheese factories; the girls and boys abridged their

schools hours and helped their mothers, who did

not hesitate to follow the plough,plant and cultivate

the crops, and gather the harvest; and, after each

day's severe labor, they did what man cannot do.

After tying up and feeding the last horse on the

place, they locked the barn, and, in individual

homes, neighborhood gatherings, and in the village

lyceum or in the school-houses, worked upon every

conceivable apparel which their dear ones in the

field could require; and these went forward in one

continuous supply. If a heart-sick sister, unable

to support her grief, gave up to despair when

hearing of the death of husband, sons, and broth-

ers, her neighbors for miles around gathered at

her farm, brought up the work, established com-

mittees to see that her interests did not suffer,

and soon she threw off her lethargy, and bustled

around with the rest. Do you think," said he,

"that men with such a patriotic support from the

women could be otherwise than invincible ? In

fact, the glorious termination of the war was

almost as largely due to the women of the land as

to the men; and, though the numbers of the

enemy should be as the locusts now devastating

Nebraska, the final result would have been the

same while the women of the Western States

continue to exist. Women!" he exclaimed. "It

is impossible to know the limit of their powers of

endurance ; and, when you consider that this

eleven miles is but one instance of thousands of

similar localities, you canjudge that the influence

ofwomanwas a powerful factor in bringing around

a final adjustment."
At the "Corners" was a mansion overlooking a

stretch of rich meadow-land,upon which herds of

cows were grazing. Under the hill, a large cheese

factory, saw-mill, and grist-mill, evidently the same

property, indicated large wealth and abundant

thrift. "This," said my brother, "was the accu-
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mulation of an enterprisingman,foremost in every

undertaking for the good of the county; and he

left it all to an onlychild, ason,who had no bad

habits, but hewasa 'no account,' nobody: driving

into town every morning,and loitering around the

village in an aimless manner until nightfall; leav-

ing his industries in charge of hiredpeople, who,

one after another, acquired enough to go on their

own account, until the property gave evidence of

thewant of proper management.

"The village postmaster had a daughter, who

kept the books of the store and conducted the

post-office and tookcareof her motherless brothers

and sisters, and she and the young man were

engaged to be married. Their love was of that

Platonic sort which results with villagers growing

up together from the cradle, almost precluding

sentiment.

"Itcaused her much sadness and sorrow to per-

ceive that he was such a listless and inefficient

man, and her refusal to name adate for the mar-

riage was probably as largely influenced by this as

the claim of duty to her family, which she made

the ostensible reason.

by power; for power has a charm so infatuating

that its possessor will look upon the wrack of ruin,

bearing all to a common destruction sooner than

relax its grasp, even though that doom be the

soul's perdition. Right succeeds onlywhen strong

enough to strangle opposing power. In numerical

strength, the advocates of woman suffrage avow-

edlyworking in the cause are only as the power of

the linnet to the eagle or the hare to the lion ; but,

by an influencegranted to truth, justice, and right,

it is no longer a power to be set aside to a more

convenient season, or waved aside with supercil-

ious contempt, nor paralyzed by listless indiffer-

ence. It is a living question which legislators are

forced to treat with dignified consideration, and

will not down until successful or crushed by its
own inherent defects.

Many of us will not live to see it fully realized;

but I am convinced that many now living will see

the day that youths, now infant boys and girls,

will assert equal citizen rights at their majority,

and exercise those rights, almost unconscious and

incredulous that their mothers were not citizens,

but merely resident aliens, respected so long as

lovable in the sphere definitely marked out for

them, but to step beyond which bounds was social

ostracism and withering contempt. Freedom is at

once the fruit and the food of Liberty. Nourish

freedom, that Liberty may live.

Men of America, your mothers, wives, and sis-

ters are not free. Women aided in the struggle to

assert Liberty, and again to retain it. They were

welcome toilers in erecting the temple, but are

refused the protection of its roof. Beware, lest

ingratitude for a devotion as patriotic as your own

bravery tarnish your hard earned and dearly cher-

ished liberty, and injustice so obscure its lustre

that Liberty will become a by-word to the nations

and to yourselves a shame by means of a selfish

grasping of power, not all of your own procuring.

Be not like the king of the beasts of the forest,

who willingly follows the guidance of the jackal to

the prey, butdrives him from the quarry, leaving

nothing but bones and scraps of the feast to afford

an unsatisfying repast, and a sense of the remorse-

less ingratitude of domineering power. Extend

the area of freedom by enfranchising woman, and

Liberty will rejoice that justice and right have been

done in her name; and she will march on with a

banner truthfully inscribed, Liberty for All ! worth-

ilydedicated to American freedom.

"Oneday, in response to his importunities, she

said to him : 'Happiness in a married state cannot

be possible in the absence of respect and esteem.

Ineither esteem nor respect amanwho can stay

idle whenhis country calls for all her sons. Bring

me your enlistment papers and amarriage license,

Iwill not delay the ceremony one hour. Return

with an honorable discharge, I will be proud of

you as long as I live.' Two hours afterward, they

were man and wife. Two weeks following, he

marched as a private in a battery corps raised in

that district, which reached Mill Creek, Tenn.,

just in time to enable the commanding general to

report that the battle of Mill Creek was saved by

an Iowa and an Ohio battery; and no braver

soldier marched from Atlanta to the sea than that

young man, who emphasized his discharge papers

by presenting them in the form of a colonel's

commission, two years after his departure. Andhe

found that, under the discreet management of his

wife, the propertywas brought upto its old-time

standard; and, in energy, enterprise, and reputa-

tion, he worthily represents his father." Woman !

Patriotism! Loyalty! If the women of America

hadhesitated in their devotion, they would have

dishonored their maternal ancestry ; for historians

delight to record that the women of the Revolu-

tionary times were heroic in the cause of liberty.

And the women of New England are accredited

with having been instrumental in developing that

self-reliant and noble race which now peoples the

North-west; while the mothers of Virginia are

venerated for influencing by their fortitude, endur-

ance, and patience the destiny of the South-west,

reclaimed from a trackless forest, filled with wild

beasts, wilder men, and cruel pestilence, to be an

empire of wealth and beauty; each section differ-

ing only in that New England carried its Puritan

and Virginia its Cavalier characteristics, now rap-

idly blending by means of peace and unfettered

freedom of commerce, so that the distinctive feat-

ures will soon wear out and be forgotten. But,❘

while in active existence, each was a giant force,

clashing in a terrific conflict with a power which

convulsed the world; and these men had mothers

worthy of such sons.

Woman suffrage may assert claims deserving

the largestsympathy andunbounded respect; but,
after all, it will be acknowledged only upon its

merits, as a right which may not be safelywith-
held in consistency with national polity. Right,

thoughencasedinthegolden folds of living truth,
has to endure a fearful struggle before it attains

full recognitionand continued existence, if opposed

J. F. WETMORE.

REFLECTIONS ON A DECISION REGARDING

WIFE-FLOGGING .

ChristianEngland in this nineteenth century, sus-

tained by appeals to learned Christian jurists like

Blackstone,what languagewill they be warranted

in using in regard to the Christianity of England,

which permits without protest, and even sustains,

such injustice?

Ifsome ingenious casuist shall wish to prove the

superiority of Paganism over the faith which su-

perseded it, hemay quote the remark of Cato the

Censor, who lived in the third century before the

Christian era, that "They who beat wives or chil-

dren lay sacrilegious hands on the most sacred

things in the world. For myself, I prefer the

character of a good husband to that of a great

senator. " To this, he mayadd, to show how the

equality of the obligation of chastity was asserted

in Pagan Rome, the words of Antoninus, who, in

issuing a condemnation for adultery against a

guilty wife by request of the husband, added,

"Provided, always, it is established by your life

that you gave her an example of fidelity. It would

be unjust that ahusband should exact a fidelity he

does not himself keep."

He might cite authorities of the highest charac-

ter to show that woman's position in the Pagan

Empire was one of great social dignity : that a

large class enjoyed great legal independence ; that

womancould hold property in her own right ; that

she inherited a portion of her father's property,

and retained it independently of her husband ; that

no inconsiderable portion of the wealth of Rome

at one time was under the control of women, who

oftenloaned money to their husbands. He might

quote whole pages from Tacitus, to show in what

high consideration women were held, and with

what respect they were treated among the unchris-

tianized Germans, who acknowledged the equality

of men andwomen in political and religious mat-

ters. From F. W. Newman, he might take pas-

sages like the following : "Only in countries where

Germanic sentiment has taken root do we see

marks of any elevation of the female sex superior

to that of Pagan antiquity; and, as the elevation

of the German woman in her deepest Paganism

was already striking to Tacitus and his contempo-

raries, it is highly unreasonable to claim it as an

achievement of Christianity."

In contrast towhatever is noble in the Pagan

ideals ofwomanhood, andjust inthe Pagan laws and

treatmentof women, might be adduced a multitude

of testimonies showing an inferior estimate of

womanby eminent representatives of Christianity,

and most unjust laws and decisions in regard to

woman's status in Christian nations. From Lecky

might be quoted : "But, in the whole feudal legisla-

In an English divorce suit, reported in English❘tion,womenwereplaced in amuch lower legal posi-

papers, which resulted in a disagreement of the

jury last week, the judge decided that the flogging

of a wife in the presence of her son does not

constitute cruelty ! If this is English law, English

law is in one respect at least on the side of falsehood

and brutality, and should be speedily repealed or

radically modified so as to conform to decency and

common sense as to the treatment of wives. Sup-

posing a wife, possessing the necessary strength

and courage, should flog her husband in the pres-

ence of his daughter : would that be cruelty ?

Not a fewEnglish Christian writers have written

in regardto the arbitrary authority legally exer-

cised by husbands over wives in certain periods of

Roman history, to show how little Paganism, in

comparison with Christianitywhich superseded it,
did for woman. If writers, two thousand years

hence,when Christianity shallhave taken its place

among the worn-out and obsolete systems of the

past,-all the good remaining, of course, as is now

true of Paganism,-shall come across the decision

above mentioned, and other similar decisions in

tionthan in the Pagan Empire. In addition to the

personal restrictions, which grew necessarily out of

the Catholic Christian doctrines concerning divorce

and the subordination of the weaker sex, we find

numerous and stringent enactments, which ren-

dered it impossible for women to succeed to any

considerable amount of property, and which almost

reduced them to the alternative of marriage or a

nunnery. The complete inferiority of the sex was

continually maintained by law; and that gener-

ous public opinion which inRome had frequently

revolted against the injustice done to girls, in de-

priving them of the greater part of the inheri-

tance of their fathers, totally disappeared. Wher-

ever the canon law has been the basis of legis-

lation, we find laws of succession sacrificing the
interests of daughters and of wives, and a state

of public opinion which has been formed and

regulated by these laws; nor was any serious at-

tempt made to abolish them till the close of the

last century. The French Revolutionists ["infi-

dels"], though rejecting the proposal of Sieyès
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and Condorcet to accord political emancipation to

women, established at least an equal succession of

sons and daughters, and thus initiated a great refor-

mation of both law and opinion, which sooner or

later must traverse the world." To this might be

added a sentence from Maine's Ancient Law: "No

society which preserves any tincture of Christian

institutions is likely to restore to married women

the personal liberty conferred on them by the mid-

dleRoman law." Then all the disabilities under

which women are kept in Christian nations might

be collected into a chapter, and another could be

devoted to showing that both the Old Testament

and the New teach the natural inequality and in-

feriority of women. If our future historian should

follow the example of those theological writers who

have brought together all the crimes and vices

of Pagan nations, and contrasted them with the

virtues of Christian lands,-not content to compare

the ancient and modern civilizations as wholes, the

good with the good, the evil with the evil,-he

would draw dark pictures only of Christendom,

and dwell in contrast on the noble lives, the sub-

lime ideals, and splendid achievements that shed

undying lustre on Pagan antiquity, to which the

genius, fidelity, and loveliness of woman largely

contributed.

Let us hope that, twenty centuries hence, wife-

flogging will be unknown, and that decisions like

that referred to in the beginning of this article

will be, as they should be, regarded as anomalies in

nineteenth century civilization.

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

THERE will be a Christmas festival at the

Church of the Unity, four P.M., December 25, by

the Young People's Ethical Class, under the direc-

tion of Mrs. Clara M. Bisbee. There will be speak-

ing, Christmas carols, tree and Santa Claus. Ad-

mission, 25 cents. Tickets have been left for sale

at The Index office.

SAYS an exchange :-

At a"holiness" meeting in Connecticut the other

day,one of the speakers, a business man, who avowed

that he was wholly freed from the power of sin, spоке

onmissionary work as a remedy for business depres-

sion. He said, on either side of the equator there is

a belt of five hundred million people living almost

naked. " Christianize them, and their demand for

goods would be so great that all the mills now in

existence would not supply them, running day and

night." He must think less of the fact that, accord_

ing to his theology, those people all go now where

clothes won't stand the heat than of the possible

market for our surplus products.

MAX MUELLER wrote to Chunder Sen in 1881 as

follows : "Stanley certainly did not approve of the

Thirty-nine Articles; but he signed them as an

historical document, knowing their origin and

their historical purpose, and accepting them as a

compromise between the different parties that

have formed the Church of England." Müller

adds, "How could we have any religion, how

could we have any Church, without a compromise ?"

The London Inquirer quotes the above, and adds :

"According to this, we might subscribe to anything,

if wehad sufficiently 'robust consciences.' We do

not for a moment reproach those of our Broad-

Church friends who, being born and bred in the

Established Church, think it their duty to remain

in it and make the best of it; but we do vehe-

mently reproach those who enter it without pro-

fessing any real change of conviction,from worldly

or other motives or from sheer indifference."

R. C. SPENCER, of Milwaukee, in a letter printed

in the Religio- Philosophical Journal, thus refers to

the National Liberal League, ofwhich he was once

an active member : "I am in receipt of the remark-

able circular of the Secretary of the League, ap-

pealing for the sinews of war and promising there-

with to move instanter upon the Christian Church

and wipe it out of existence without ceremony.

Having never considered this any part or parcel of

the design or purpose of the real League, I could

not consistently encourage such an undertaking

under that name. Besides, I am not anxious to

see such a thing done,certainly not on such short

notice.... I am a Liberal, or have so considered

myself, and once had hope of the usefulness and

honor of the League; but the thing takes such

strange and ridiculous freaks that there seems to

be no sort of safety in coming anywhere within

reach of it. It strikes wildly, lunges, kicks and

flounders so amazingly that it is pretty certain to

be the death of itself. Its antics would be amus-

ing, were they not so much in blind earnest."

SAYS the Christian Register: "We are glad to see

amovement among the Spiritualists of this coun-

try for the formation of a society for psychical

investigation. It cannot be denied that there is

a vast range of phenomena, the causes of which

are hidden in mystery. When a table without

contact may be made to walk around the room,

music may be evoked from a locked piano, and

writing obtained from a slate by invisible agencies,

there are facts here that require investigation.

This whole realm of facts has too long been com-

mitted to a class of people incompetent for scien-

tific investigation. It has even been surrendered to

gross impostors. After all the trickery and hum-

bug is removed, there is still a sufficient and aston-

ishing basis of the marvellous to call for profound

study. To our Spiritualist friends, the only satis-

factory solution is that they are evidences of the

power of disembodied spirits. There are many

who accept the facts as well attested without being

able to accept this philosophy. Our Spiritualist

friends can command wealth enough to establish

such an institution for psychical study, and they

ought to lead in such an enterprise. But it ought

to be so managed that the investigation shall pro-

ceed on strictly scientific principles."

ACCORDING to Our Herald, a journal published

at Lafayette, Ind., and devoted to woman suf-

frage, "certain church boards and clergy," after

the results of the Presidential election were known,

asked the Women's Christian Temperance Union,

"which had its own political belief," to pass a res-

olution promising that in its prayer-meetings poli-

tics should not be mentioned, and stating that, if

this request was not acceded to, notices of the

Union would not be read from the pulpits. One

woman said, when the communication was read :

"Sisters , the power attained by the Women's Chris-

tian Temperance Union of this county has not

been by the hand of the clergy; and, as we are in

a position to dictate to them, instead of them to

us, let us resolve to support ourselves instead of

them, and treat this demand with silent contempt,

as it deserves ." Our Herald, which is edited by a

woman, adds : "Be it said, to the honor of this

band of women, that they acted upon the well-

timed advice. This request appears the more

arrogant,when we remember that all these pulpits

have resounded with political sermons for several

weeks, from the mouths of these would-be dic-

tators. When women are wise enough to snub

such priestly interference by allowing these men

to look elsewhere for their support than from

'teas,' 'socials,' and other womanly ways, they

will learn that a white necktie has no more divin-

ityhedging it about than a white ribbon."

THE London Secular Review quotes from our

neighbor, the Investigator, that Mr. George Chainey

"stated that he had been told repeatedly by Col.

Ingersoll that he (the Colonel] was sick of lectur-

ing on Liberalism, and that he would not give

another lecture if it were not that he wanted

money." The Review thinks "American incentive

against the Almighty is too evidently the Al-

mighty Dollar. The gallant Colonel, we gather,

shares our opinion in regard to orations framed to

wake the vulgar echoes of the Cat and Ladle....

When we hear of the laches of the mighty ones, we

grope about to find where God is, that we may

thank him that, although we are far from rich

and have not a penny save what we earn, we are

yet rich enough to be no free-thought hireling and

missionary." At the same time, the Review thinks

"it was more than indiscreet to tell a public meet-

ing what his unsuspecting friend Ingersoll had

told him in confidence." Criticism of Col. Inger-

soll, based upon the remark imputed to him, we

are inclined to think is premature. We must,

with the Investigator, strongly doubt whether he

made the remark. Mr. Chainey's statement is

more likely to be the result of a misunderstanding

onhis part. We have never seen anything in Col.

Ingersoll to indicate lack of earnestness in his

opposition to theology. His ability as an orator

would draw large audiences, and enable him to

make money by lecturing on whatever subject he

might speak.

THE Catholic Examiner quotes the following

from Bishop Spalding's article, "The True Basis

of Government," which appeared in a recent num-

ber of the North American Review : "Women are

the most religious, the most moral, and the most

sober portion of the American people; and it is

not easy to understand why their influence in public

life is dreaded. They are the natural educators of

the race, and they and their children are the chief

victims of drunken men. And, since men have

been unable or unwilling to form a right system of

education or to find a preventive of intemperance,

there can be no great harm in giving on these

matters at least an experimental vote to women."

The comment of the Examiner, considering that

it is a Catholic journal, is remarkable : "Who shall

say after this that there is not a sentiment in

favor of extending the suffrage to women? And

suppose it was done? We do not believe they

would abuse it in the manner in which a very

large proportion of our men do. Bishop Spalding

points out that for reasons that are obvious they

would stand for and advocate morality in public

life; that their votes would unquestionably be

cast to promote it, and, if they did this, none but

good results would follow. The smart men of the

press may laugh at the idea of woman suffrage,

but we are not sure that it is a thing to be laughed

at. One thing is plain; and that is, that there are

at present a great many more people willing to

allow women to vote than there were a few years

ago. The world moves. The end is not yet ; and

he is a rash prophet who would saythat womenwill

not some time have a voice in the government of the

land for which they bear and educate rulers."

For The Index.

TO MOTHER NATURE.

"Oh, pray to Him!" they say to me:

"Prayer is for all that live !"

Alas! I know notwhat to ask:

Thou knowest what to give.

The leaves bestrew my lonely path,

Iwot not where Igo;

But in yon dimly twinkling stars,

And in this drifting snow,

Is somewhat yet that speaks to me.

And Mother Nature's call

Is aye the voice I love to hear,

For she is all in all.

1

MONTREAL, November, 1884.

GOWAN LEA.
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BOSTON, DECEMBER 18, 1884.

THE INDEX is published every Thursday, at No. 44 Boyl-
stonStreet, Boston, by an incorporated Board of Trustees

nominated by the Free Religious Association. Terms:

Threedollars peryear, in advance.

THE objects ofTHE INDEX may be defined by the objects

oftheFree Religious Association; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-

lowship inthe spirit, and to encourage the scientific study

of man's religious nature and history" ; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks
these ends by the method of perfect LibertyofThought.

It would subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations-the Christian no less
than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipate Re-

ligion frombondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-
tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

may be put more effectually to the service of a higher

Morality and an improved Social Welfare.

BENJAMINFUNDERWOOD, :::::: :}Editors.

NOWEITERS IN THE INDEX, editorial or other, are to be

regarded as speaking in behalf of the Free Religious Asso-

ciation as awhole; nor is any writer to be held responsible

foranyopinions expressed in its columns except his own.

For all unsigned editorial matter, B. F. UNDERWOOD, the

office editor, is responsible.

ALL communications intended for the paper and all

business letters should be addressed to B. F. UNDERWOOD,

theBusiness Manager, 44 Boyiston Street,Boston,towhose

order all checks and drafts for THE INDEX should be

made payable. Letters for Mr. PoTTER should be ad-

dressed to him, at New Bedford, Mass.

PAPERS are forwarded until an explicit order is

received by the publishers to discontinue, and until pay-

mentof all arrearages is made. The change of date onthe

address label is a receipt for renewal, and no other receipt

willbe sent unless specially requested.

For The Index.

NINETEENTH CENTURY RELIGION.

AnAddress given at the Convention of the Free Religious

Association at Florence, Mass., Nov. 19, 1884.

BY WM. J. POTTER.

after to-morrow." It occurred, however, to my

more prosaic and practical mind that there was a

question of nearer concern still, though perhaps

not capable of so witty rhetorical statement; and

that is, to know what is the religion for to-day. This,

certainly, is the question that most closely concerns

us who are living to-day. The old sentence still

has its force, and may have a very radical mean-

ing: "Now is the accepted time; now is the day

of salvation." And this is the question which I

propose here to consider. We want a religion

that will meet the actual needs of human society

to-day; that will inquire into and adapt itself to

the conditions, mental, moral, social, of men and

womenas they exist this moment; that will meet

them squarely, without equivocation or evasion, as

they stand or grope with all their questionings,

doubts, sorrows, temptations, darkness, sins, and

wretchedness; and that will recognize also all their

light and culture and gladness, and all that

abounding enterprise, ambition, power, and rest-

less aspiration which mark this latter half of the

nineteenth century. In a word, we want to-day's

religion more than yesterday's or to-morrow's ;

this century's religion more than that of four or

eighteen centuries ago or of a century hence. To

study the religion of a past era has its interest and

value; to conjecture what religion may become in

some remote future era may be a pleasant dream ;

but that which is of most vital import to us is

to find a religion-or philosophy of life, if that

phrase be more liked-which will help us to do

our own work better, solve to-day's pressing prob-

lems, deliver us and human society from to-day's

evils, and bless humanity with all of to-day's

possible good and gladness.

it be by the most far-fetched and fanciful interpre-

tations, or to yield any practical benefit.

Look, for illustration, at the training which is

given to the preparation of ministers in most of

the theological seminaries of Christendom. The

whole system of instruction centres in two books,

which are written in languages that are nowhere

spoken by any existing people, and which concern

the history and interests of a race which long ago

ceased to have a distinctive national existence.

Two books, in two dead languages, which record

the political and religious fortunes of a dead

people, these make the basis on which preachers

are educated to teach the living people of Europe

andAmerica in this nineteenth century ! Religious

doctrines, ethical precepts, approved examples of

character, to be found in these books, these are

to be taken for truth to-day; while what is not to

be found in these books or does not accord with

what is found there is pronounced false or unes-

sential. Now, I would not depreciate the value of

the Old Testament and New Testament of the

Hebrew and Christian churches as books of re-

ligious instruction. The Hebrews as a race had

aspecial religious temperament and a noteworthy

religious history. A small nation, they have yet

been a powerful factor in history. They were a

central nation in the midst of mighty movements

that shaped history for centuries. Their books are

freighted with valuable moral and spiritual les-

sons. Nor would I depreciate the value of still

studying languages that are dead, and of making

researches into the life of nations that have passed

away. The literature of even dead nations may

still be vital with the living power of great truths.

And nothing takes us so near to the mental and

moral life of a people as to read their own litera-

ture.

What, then, is the kind of religion that is called

or in these last decades of the nineteenth century ?

Not all the religion that exists at any time is of

that time or for that time. Religion, more than

anything else perhaps, persists in retaining certain

modes of thought and belief and certain customs

and ceremonies after the natural demand for them

is past. This comes from the fact that religion,

with its beliefs and institutions, has been com-

monly conceived to have been sent to man from an

omniscient source, through supernatural agency,

instead of being anatural outgrowth from human

thought and feeling. If religious creeds and cere-

monies have been revealed to man by Omniscient

Wisdom, of course they are infallible and cannot

be changed. What was good and demanded for

nineteen hundred or five thousand years ago is

just as good and necessary for mankind to-day.

Or, if a change come, it can only be made on the

theory that Omniscient Wisdom adapts its revela-

tions to the ignorance and weakness of human

nature, only revealing that which human intelli-

gence is able to comprehend and use. But this

It is popularly taught that the value of a relig-

ion depends upon its age. If a religion can be

shown to have originated a good many centuries

ago, this serves among its adherents as prima facie

evidence of its truth to-day. If it is believed that

we have the authentic reports of witnesses vouch-

ing that they were present at the birth of a relig-

ion some nineteen hundred or three thousand

years in the past, and that there were strange

wonders accompanying its birth, this is commonly

alleged to settle the validity of the religion for the

modern world, no matter whether it be adapted

to the intelligence and practical conditions of the

modern world or not, and even though the same

kindofevidence would not be accepted for authen-

ticating the origin of areligion in the present age. | theory, though it implies a sensible mode of pro-

The religion thus claimed to be true may seem to

be entirely at variance with the real needs of men

andwomennow living, it may not anywhere touch

the changed social and personal conditions of the

communities to whom it is commended, and yet it

is none the less declared to be the true religion for

them; and, if the modern world does not readily

accept it, it is pronounced to be theworld's fault

andnotthe religion's. The religion remains true

as in its origin, and mankind must be pared and
fitted to it.

In contrast to this ordinary theological habit of

dwelling upon the antiquity of a religion, it was

refreshing to hear a speaker in a parlor conversa-

tion assert that hewas "more concerned to know

what is to be our religion to-morrow thanwhat it

was somanycenturies ago. " "Nay," said another,
"to know rather what our religion will be the day

But it is not on the ground of the special re-

ligious temperament and history of the Hebrew

people, nor on the ground of the naturally stimu-

lating mental and moral effect of getting near to

the literature of a people who had a peculiar in-

tellectual and moral robustness in their religious

history, that the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures

are made the basis and centre of the entire scheme

of instruction in most of the theological seminaries

of Christendom. Were these the grounds, then

the literature and history of other peoples would

also justly claim a share in shaping instruction,

even though a less share : whereas, they are entirely

ignored, or have been until very recently. But

the Hebrew and Christian Bible is made the basis

and centre of theological instruction, its lan-

guages, though dead, must be learned, its chroni-

cles studied in the minutest details, its doctrines

investigated and absorbed as those of no other

book, because of the theory that these are not

men's words, but God's words, and that the people

whose acts are here recorded were specially God's

people, as were not the Greeks or Hindus or

Chinese. It is because of this theory of a local

revelation and a partial Providence that learned

and able scholars have spent their talents and lives

in the study of these books and in settling the

exact way in which the ancient text should read

andbe interpreted; it is because of this theory

that they have devoted immense research and

energy and money to such questions as whether

this word or that or even this letter of the alpha-

bet or that letter were the one actually used by

Paul orJesus or Isaiah; whether the style of this
Epistle corresponds with that Epistle or that Gos-

pel; how the prophecies of Daniel and the visions

of the Book of Revelation are to be understool ;

how the various discrepancies in the different

parts of the books are to be explained away; was
this passage something said by Jesus, or an inter-

cedure, yet has so few advantages over the theory

of a natural revelation of religious truth, and so

strongly resembles it, that the strictest adherents

to the old standards of theology have looked upon

it as heretical and dangerous. It is, they say, only

an easy sliding down from the high platform of an

infallible standard of truth to the inadequate and

unsafeground of natural religion. Andpertinently

do they ask, What is the occasion for a supernat-

uralrevelation, if it simply conforms to the igno-

rance and weakness of human nature, and does not

supplement these natural infirmities of mankind

with a knowledge of truth not obtainable by men

in their natural capacity? And so it is that,

under the old theory of an infallible revelation for

all time,many religious doctrines and usages con-

tinue to be taught and observed long after they

have ceased to have any elements of truth, unless
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polation by his biographer ? when Jesus said "ever-

lasting," did he mean everlasting ?

See some of the results of this theory in other

directions. I look into the Sunday-school lesson

printed in one of the most widely circulated evan-

gelical papers foruse in evangelical Sunday-schools

on the Sunday of the week when this essay was

written. The lesson is concerned with all the

details of the succession of King Solomon to King

David, the movement of Adonijah to seize the

crown, the aid given to his conspiracy by Joab,

the able and wily soldier, the counter-movements

to foil the plot, etc. But what has all this to do

with religious instruction in a Sunday-school in

America in this nineteenth century? Has it any

more relevancy than the story of the succession of

something in the mental atmosphere of the nine-

teenth century that is not congenial to these old

theories of religion. Though taught, they are felt

to be out of place. They are an importation of

mediæval beliefs into the modern mind. Even in

the South Carolina Presbyterian Synod, forty-five

out of ninety-five delegates voted for the Columbia

professor. This is not an age of blind faith, but

of vigorous inquiry. Belief must wait upon evi-

dence. Modern creeds must conform to reason.

An old creed may be reverenced for its antiquity,

sacred associations may cluster around it as it is

liturgically repeated in the Church; but it is sen-

timent, and not truth, that sustains it, unless to-

day's thought can indorse it. And whatever the

thought of the day cannot indorse, what enlight-

Charles I. or of Henry VIII. to the throne of❘ened reason opposes, is out of place in the modern

England? Has it a hundredth part of the rele-

vancy which the story of Abraham Lincoln's suc-

cession to the Presidency of the United States in

1861 would have? Why should we say that the

Almighty lived among the Jews more than he

lives among the American people? Why is there

anymore religion in studying the military move-

ments of General Joab among the wild tribes of

Palestine than in studying those of General Sheri-

dan among the North American Indians ?

world. Though it may linger for years, its doom

is sealed. Whatever else the nineteenth century

may demand, it demands of institutions or cus-

toms or creeds, however venerable, the reason why.

It is a century that calls for robust thinking. If

the churches are losing their hold on the mass of

thinking and cultivated people, it is largely be-

cause they do not feed the mind as once they did,

because they have insome way lost their harmony

with rational thought.

The first characteristic, therefore, of nineteenth

century religion is that it must satisfy Reason. It

must answer to-day's questions, and not merely

those of four hundred or four thousand years ago.

It must be in respect to beliefs en rapport with the

modern mind. It must keep pace with the progress

of thought; be afraid of no discovery of science;

face the intellect of the future, and not that of the

past. It must allay superstitions, not foster them.

It must venerate truth rather than tradition. It

must accept truth as its proper food. The love of

truth must be its impelling enthusiasm, the pur-

suit of truth its engrossing object, the living of

truth its supreme pleasure. On no other terms

can religion meet the conditions of existence in

this modern era: it must, first of all, respect the

liberty of the human mind; it must be free.

Look at another illustration of this theory of

religion . The Southern Presbyterian Church has

recently been thrown into great consternation be-

cause of the discovery that a professor in its theo-

logical seminary at Columbia, S.C., has been teach-

ing the scientific doctrine of evolution to his classes

there. The professor has explained frankly just

what he teaches, and it proves to be a very mild

form of the doctrine. It is simply that the Bible

does not profess to teach scientific theories, and

that it does not contradict the theory of evolution

as to the creation of plants and animals and the

physical part of man. But this is regarded as the

beginning of a very dangerous heresy,-as perhaps

it is, the thin edge of the wedge behind which all

Darwinism may follow; and Southern Presbyte-

rianism was not satisfied with the compromise

resolution which the majority of the seminary

directors passed after a two days' session, permit-

ting the professor to continue his office, though

reminding him that such instruction had better be

sparingly given. A minority of the directors en-

tered a protest, solemnly affirming that to teach | removable at pleasure, or one of its indirect con-

that Adam's body was formed by causes of natural

evolution, while Eve's body is distinctly declared

to have been created by a supernatural act of God,

is directly contrary to the creed of the Presbyte-

rian Church, subversive of all sound doctrine of

Scriptural inspiration, and most perilous to the

whole system of Christian theology and to the very

existence of Christianity. The synod of South

Carolina has considered the matter, and voted that

the heresy ought to be suppressed. And now the

momentous question is likely to go for decision to

the general Presbyterian Assembly. Just think of

it ! Men being educated for religious instructors

of the people in this nineteenth century on a the

ological basis that stands or falls with the old

mythological fable of Eve having beencreated from

a rib of Adam! Men being educated to speak

every Sunday to people who read and who may

think, and yet a forbidden heresy to let these com-

ing preachers know what the scientific world is

saying on the doctrine of evolution.

Now, religion on this old theological basis of an

infallible Biblical revelation has got such a deep

holdof Christendom that it is going to last agood

while yet. And, so long as it lasts and wherever it

is taught, it will be responsible for many super-

stitions and many irrational doctrines that are

proclaimed in the name of truth. But there is

And, again, nineteenth century religion must

be moral. It may be more than morality, but it

must at least have morality. Without this, it is

but sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal. And

morality must be not simply an attachment to it

sequences only : religion must be itself moral

through and through. Its beliefs must be moral,

its objects of worship must be moral, its usages

must be moral. And it cannot be said that either

religious usages or objects of worship or creeds

have always been moral. The day is past when

religion can safely speak of morality as "filthy

rags" ; or when any theological scheme of atone-

ment can atone for a defect in personal integrity ;

or when soundness of creeds or any amount of

pious observances can take the place of righteous

conduct; or when the suffering of another soul

can take away from a guilty soul the proper retri-

bution of its guilt. It is no longer religion and

morality: it is religion in and through morality.

There never was, indeed, a genuine religion without

morality, though much that has passed for religion

has lacked that supreme qualification. But now

more than ever is morality to be made the test and

proof of religion. Now more than ever is it rec-

ognized that they who would see the Most High

must be pure in heart; that they who would

abide in holy tabernacles and dwell in holy moun-

tains must have clean hands and a pure heart,

walk uprightly and work righteousness, eschew

vanity and deceit, and speak truth from their

hearts. Now more than ever does the spirit of the

age cry to the devotees of religion, "Not your

many prayers, your solemn meetings, your Sab-

baths and fasts, shall be sufficient to procure you

acceptance; but wash you, make you clean, put

away the evil ofyour doings,cease to do evil, learn

to do well."

And so, again, nineteenth century religion is a

humanitarian religion. It is not only morality,

but philanthropy; not only integrity, but benefi-

cence; not only love of and fidelity to truth, but

it is loving kindness and charity. It not only does

justice,but it loves mercy. It not only abstains

from doing ill to the neighbor, but it seeks to do

him good. Ecclesiastical religion hasbeen too apt

to play the part of the priest and the Levite in the

presence of human distress, and pass by on the

other side. But religion to-day must prove its

title by performing the office of the good Samari-

tan. Its institutions, its sabbaths, its churches,

its services, are made for man, not man for them.

They must bend to his needs, not his needs be sac-

rificed to their fancied sacredness. The manifold

social problems of our time,the degradations and

slaveries of body and mind, the intemperance, the

pauperism, the vices, the crimes, the crying mis-

eries that spring from ignorance and wickedness,-

all these point to the appropriate field of religion's

work. Religion is no longer to be nursed as a pri-

vate luxury for the solace and refuge of one's own

soul, but is to be sent out into the world as a stal-

wart worker for social amelioration. In the past,

its primary office has been to solve problems of

speculative theology for the intellect, and to save

the individual soul forbliss hereafter : now, it must

try its hand at solving practical problems of soci-

ology for human benefit on earth, and possess the

spirit of the Buddhist vow, wherein the worship-

per declares that he will never accept individual

salvation for himself alone, but remain in the

world of struggle, sorrow, and sin till all souls are

redeemed. Mr. Moody shows many theological

fossils embedded in the primitive kind of beliefs

he preaches; but, when he tells the story of the

young nobleman, who built a house for his own

residence in one of the poorest and most vicious

districts of London, and set himself to work there

personally to better the condition of his chosen

neighbors, he touched one of the secrets of the re-

ligion that is demanded to-day. And, to a consid-

erable extent, he himself works upon this plan; and

to that extent, in spite of his crude and in many

respects abhorrent beliefs, he does a good work,-

a kind of work that in some form must test the

value of all religion.

Free Reason, Morality, Humanity, these, then,

are the three great characteristics of nineteenth

century religion. These make the trinity of the

new religious beliefs that are taking shape in

men's thoughts to-day, and modelling the Church

of the future. Let these be organized together in

character, and religion rounds to symmetrical ful-

Let either of these be wanting, and religion

is maimed in a vital part.

ness.

Yet the mere combination of these three quali-

ties would not necessarily make religion. They

must be organized together in character, under the

vitalizing principle or impulse of what, for the

want of a better term, I call the religious senti-

ment,-by which I mean the thought and feeling,

or thought surcharged with feeling, thatman does

not exist for the sake of his own pleasure or profit

or individual culture alone, nor even for humanity

alone, but that he lives in vital relation to the

whole world and all world-forces, and has a part to

perform in carrying out the purpose of the great

Power that is working in and through all things.

And this idea leads us to take another step, and

an important one, in the development of our theme.

And this step I ask you now to take with me, with
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thoughtful considerateness, still keeping carefully

to the basis of recognized facts and their logical

implications.

This idea of man's vital relation to the eternal

energy of the universe is essentially a nineteenth

century idea. It is a product of the doctrine of

evolution ; though something in crude shape cor-

responding to it has always been, in my opinion,

the central fact of religion. That is, man has

always, at least from the time when he began

to leave traces of his consciousness for the after

historian to retrace, had some conception, how-

everdim and inadequate it may have been, of his

connection with the living or moving powers of

the universe around him. The difference is that,

in former times, man's connection with the uni-

versal energy was conceived as supernatural, mi-

raculous, extra-organic: now, under the teaching

of science, it is conceived as natural, organic, vital.

But from the actual fact of such connection, how-

ever it may be regarded or explained, there is no

escape, sincewithout itmanhimself could not be.

And, inthe perception of this fact and the natural

feeling attending the perception, I find the rational

basis of religion to-day,-a basis that is not dis-

turbed, but only confirmed by the investigations

and discoveries of science. Let us look at this

point a little more closely for a moment.

earth and beyond all human computations of time

and human analysis of causes. Modern science

tells us this. And it is the distinguishing feature

and function of religion-beyond its philanthropy,

beyond the emphasis which it must needs ever

give to morality and to the rights of reason-

that it represents this open and upper side of

human life, this relation of man to the infinite,

the unbounded. Our lives, at their ordinary level,

are tethered fast enough to material limits and

objects. In the narrow range of work andduty,

with its often very prosaic, drudging service, to

which our lot may compel us, it is good to have

this larger outlook, this consciousness of connec-

tion with agrander purpose. Nineteenth century

religion must indeed work with all zeal-with a

zeal even greater than now anywhere manifested-

for human welfare on earth. Let it make this

world a veritable Paradise, and redeem man into

a being worthy to inhabit and keep it. Let it

prize morality as the apple of its eye, the jewel of

its heart, never to be put off nor veiled behind

any disguise of creeds. Let it bring forth all

needed philanthropies and charities to assuage

earthly suffering and sorrow, and to eradicate the

very conditions of evil; and, in all this labor for

human amelioration and education, let it take

constant counsel of free reason and of the wisdom

and knowledge which science is gathering. But

none the less let religion also be prized for this

special and crowning function, that it represents

to man his vital connection with the sources

and forces of a Life that is infinite in its sweep

and its aim. While he works and struggles upon

this little earth, religion opens a window in his

mind toward boundless skies. And he can work

the more zealously, with a consecration that is

both more devout and more hopeful, because his

thought is lifted to a Power eternal, immortal,

invisible, omnipresent, one only and true, that is

working in and with and through him, and through

all things now and forever.

Itwere the most arrant unreason to suppose that

the great world-life stops at that line with the

range of our vision or the goal of our knowledge.

The forces and forms all hint at-nay, necessitate

-a mystery of being and power behind them

which they do not reveal. Thus, matter itself, in

the very book of science, has its infinite relations

Though, then, man cannot comprehend this

eternal Energy of the universe in its entirety,

though in its essence it be even unknowable by

him, yet he knows that it exists and must exist,

and that he himself is dependent upon it and

receives his life from it ; and, further, that it is an

organizing power, ever bringing forth higher and

richer forms of life; and, still further, that he

himself, through his faculty of reason, through his

sense of right, through his finer sympathies and

affections, may enter as a creative factor into this

organizing work, and help forward its grand

achievements. And here comes in the practical

ground and motive of what I have called nine-

teenth century religion,-something to take the

place of the motive which systems of theology

have offered in their summons to obey the revealed

will ofGod rather than selfish aims. Human rea-

son, human morality, human beneficence, which

are to be cultivated to the highest degree possible,

have not merely for their goal to glorify man, but

to glorify the life of the universe of which man is

a part. The service is not merely for self, it is

for something infinitely greater than self. The

standard of human conduct is not measured on

the arc of one's own life, it is not determined by

individual well-being alone, but it concerns a right-

eousness that is good for all worlds and is true for

all time. And, among the feelings that cluster

around this consciousness of relation between the

finite soul and the mysterious mighty Life of the

universe in which it is embosomed, are those of

joy, aspiration, wonder, reverence, grateful loyalty,

and self-surrender. Here is room, therefore, for

expression of worship rationally understood ; room

for lofty ideals of character and life, and for the

spirit of consecration; room for the finite soul to

utter its longings for a larger participation in the

order, beauty, and righteous activity of the infinite

Life; room, finally, for the trustful feeling of

dependence on a Power that is higher than we,

and at the same time for those brave acts of self-

assertion as well as of self-denial and self-sacrifice

which have always been a vital part of genuine

religion. Self, living from and for a Higher than

self, surrendering itself to the demands of a higher

law and purpose than its own pleasures, ready, if

need be, to perish, so that the Higher Life may sur-

vive, this has always been the essence of all real

religious life under all forms of belief; and this

must remain, so long as human nature keeps its

identity, the seed-corn of religious life for this and

coming centuries.

Man is thus directly connected with the ultimate

causal Power of the universe. In whatever way

that causal Power is to be conceived, whether in

somesense as intelligent and personal Being, or as

vitalizing Force, or as eternal Energy, man is a

product of it. He is, according to science, one of

the organisms which it not only has made, but still

pervades. He is a part of this great fructifying

and ever-flowing stream of life. Not more truly

is any single one of the many channels through

which the Nile enters the sea directly connected

back through the main stream of that mighty and

life-giving river to its far-off sources in the hidden

interior of the African continent than is man

vitally connected with the causal Power of the

universe, however hidden in the far-off, mysterious

genesis of things that Power maybe. Andby this

question concerning his own origin there has

always been kept anopen doorfrom man's intel-

lect into the infinitudes of power and life. Child-

ish theologies mayhave once represented that door

as opening upon an historical roadway only ex-

tending some six thousand years back, and then

coming upon an absolute beginning. But Science

to-dayholds that door ajar, and bids us look back

through receding vistas of time extending into

æons which are measureless, and through them all

bids us behold already working at its measureless

tasks the same productive Power which is at work

behind all phenomena and speaks in our con-

sciousness to-day. Human life thus has its infinite

relations. And, even though itbe claimed that

man cannot exist apart from some kind of mate-

rial organism, that his life and his very power of

thought and feeling depend upon some function of

matter, still man is not then shut up to the finite ;

for matter has its infinite side. Science deals with

the material world. All its investigations begin

withsomephase of that. For a while, it proceeds

briskly, as it traces the transformations of forms

and forces, and keeps the pathway of well-known

laws, and passes through the physical and chemi-

cal attractions, and gets down at last to the ele-

mental atoms and forces and protoplasmic cells.

But what then? There stands an impenetrable

barrier. Science cannot get behind it nor see

through it. Yet it knows well that the same vital

forces and atomswhich it has tracked upto that

wallmust be, in some wayand shape, as busy and

potent the other side of it as they are this side.

I have dwelt upon this point because, as it

seems to me, Liberalism specially needs some such

motive power as I have here indicated, in order

that it may become a specific organizing force in

society. And Ican but think that this scientific

idea of man's relation to the eternal Universal

Energy is by and by to shape a pretty distinct

religious philosophy, and secure also practical ex-

pression of itself.

Our thought, then, comes to this conclusion :

Look into our complex human life where we may,

it has an infinite side. In our most familiar daily
actions and habits of thinking, there is uncon-

scious reference to a power that is unseen and

uncomprehended. We are accustomed to say that

death is mysterious. But life has more ofmystery
than death,-more of the unexplained, more con-

nection with forces and laws that reach beyond

CORRESPONDENCE.

LIBERAL ORGANIZATION.

Editors of The Index:-

That a necessity exists for a "liberal organization"

few will deny, and that Boston is a fitting centre for

such an organization will also be readily conceded.

But the reading of Mr. Froebel's letter to Mr. Under-

wood, in The Index of December 4, is not encouraging

tome, at least, for it seems as though it was a labored

and scholarly attempt to "create" an organization ;

and, so far as I know, the only organisms that en-

dure are the ones that grow .

If we are to have any union of liberal forces, it

must be one that is the outcome of the needs of the

hour; and the formulation of such far-reaching "de-

mands" as Mr. Froebel makes does not seem to be

thewayto meet such a need.

Ihave spent the last four years in England, and

have seen the method of organization there and felt

its benefits; and it would be well, perhaps, justto

point out how it succeeds. And I do that, not as one

who was within the circle of workers, but as one who

waswithout; who simply took a living, active inter-

est in liberal movements,but sat in no council, held

no office, nor interfered in any way.

Going into a strange city in England, I had only to

consultmypaper, the National Reformer or the Secuи-

lar Review, to find out where liberal meetings were

held and what were the subjects for discussion, and I

could soon find friends and pass a few pleasant hours

with people of like mind as myself. The subjects

wereof all possible kinds, from abuse of the Church

to an exposition of Darwinism, from the crudest rant

tothe most scholarly expression of the last and best

thought of the day; and so complete is the organiza-

tion-imperfect and all as it still is-that a good lect-

urer passes from end to end of the country, always

finding an audience and always earning his bread,

even though he may not always earn his butter. But
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real good, scholarly lecturers are sure of more than

dry crusts. Yet, even if it were not so, Liberalism

could find men who would bear the "fiery cross"

far and near for love of truth. And, perchance, it

would be best for Liberalism in the end that there

should be few loaves and fishes for its teachers at the

present time; for wealth soon breeds rottenness, as

wehave seen in many organizations .

From my experience of Boston, it seems that what

is needed to-day is not the formulation of any "de-

mands" that aim at a complete revolution of existing

things, but a sound system of secular education by

means of popular lectures, and such other means as

kindly liberal thought can devise; for surely there

are men fitted for such teaching in this city of cult-

ure, this "Hub of the Universe."

Butafewevenings ago, Iwas invited to a"private

circle" to hear a wise man lecture on the planets

Venus and Mars. This man sat in a room that had

been"de-gas-o-lized," to use his own elegant phrase,

to a becoming obscurity. And then he talked the

most arrant nonsense that ever I heard for nearly an

hour and ahalf, till nearly all his hearers were suffer-

ing from lack of oxygen and dozing off, which he

kindly excused bysaying it was "spiritual influence."

He told of spirits travelling from earth to Mars, from

Mars to Jupiter, etc., setting aside with one fell

swoop every law of matter, motion, time, and space.

He told us that Tom Carlyle and Garibaldi came

from Mars to help the suffering world, while in

Venus, when a man was elected to office, it was be-

causehe was sweet and lovable, not because he was

wise or scientific; and many more such things did he

tell us that would make a student's flesh creep. And

all this time he was talking to people who were well-

dressed and intelligent-looking; to people who took

part in the battle of life in this great city, who rub

shoulders with us every day and pass for good citi-

zens, and are good citizens in the ordinary sense, but

who are yet so ignorant of the first, simplest, grand-

est laws of the world they live in that a charlatan of

this description can make money out of their igno-

rance. And this, too, not in a solitary case, but in

countless ones all around. And yet unorganized, in-

telligent Liberalism sits with folded hands, and has

no remedy save inthe formulation of high sounding

"demands," and the organization of another society

to add to the already countless societies of this much

society-ed Boston !

Yours truly,
PETER ANNET.

PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS AND RELIGIOUS

RIGHTS OF CHILDREN .

Editors of The Index:-

The very excellent article by Mr. Potter in The

Index of December 14, entitled "Catholic Parochial

Schools," is not entirely satisfactory, because it does

not seem to touch a vital principle which is at the

bottom of the question; namely, the principle of re-

ligious liberty as it concerns the religious rights of

children.

Religious liberty is the right freely to form and

exercise such religious opinions as suit the individ-

ual. In the enjoyment of this natural right, the indi-

vidual should be protected by law against undue in-

terference. The federal Constitution provides that

the State "shall make no law respecting an establish-

ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise

thereof." This is a prohibition which is disregarded

when the State commands religious observances and

support, as it does when church property is exempt

from taxation, religious days and times are to be

kept, religious oaths and disqualifications are im-

posed, and religious exercises are introduced into

public schools and other State institutions. Since

the lawdoes not protect children against the infringe-

which is unrestricted inquiry and voluntary choice.

These rights the religious world does not fully under-

stand and recognize, and children are the principal

sufferers . Especially is this true in the Catholic and

other more orthodox churches .

The assumption upon which parochial schools are

partly founded is that morality depends primarily

upon religious training in childhood and youth. On

this assumption is based opposition to purely secular

schools . That this is a mistaken assumption is, we

think, being shown by the superior moral sense and

character of children educated in secular public and

private schools. Indeed, the exclusion of special

religious instruction and training from the schools is

giving more abundant opportunity for the introduc-

tion of such moral teaching as will make the young

the most intelligently conscientious in their regard

for others, and the most firm and resolute in main-

taining those human rights upon which the perpetu-

ity of free institutions depends.

The efforts of the Catholic Church and other de-

nominations to build up and permanently sustain

parochial schools will fail, as they should, opposed as

they are to the rights of children and to the princi-

ple of religious liberty fundamental to our institu-

tions and civilization . The disappearance of paro-

chial schools will not only remove a fruitful cause

of sectarian jealousy, but with them will pass away

an impediment to sound learning, higher morality,

and religious progress.

R. C. SPENCER.

LEGISLATIVE PRAYERS.

Editors of The Index:-

If aHarvard student can say that students regard

morning prayers as "an exercise to be got rid of, if

possible," so, I think, do legislatures where custom

(not law) decrees, as it does here in Vermont, that

the two Houses shall each have a chaplain, and that

he shall go through the same ceremonious routine-

often illiterate and lacking in taste and sense-at the

opening of each day's business.

It is a fact that, during the late session of the Ver-

mont Legislature, the attendance upon the morning

service of Scripture reading and prayer, from being

full at the outset, gradually decreased until, during

the latter part of the session, not one-half of the

whole number-two hundred and forty-were in

their seats at the hour of prayer; and it was but too

apparent that many not only regarded the service

with silent indifference, but intentionally avoided

getting in at the appointed hour.

Iam more than ever convinced that it is the part

of honest men, looking one another fairly in the face ,

to abolish a custom which has become so hollow and

wanting in respect, which has no possible use, and to

address themselves directly to the business of the

hour and the State, in a manner and spirit becoming

to an age of light and law . A. N. ADAMS .

FAIRHAVEN, VT., Dec.4, 1884.

A YANKEE BURIAL GROUND .

Editors of The Index:-

Nothing but the death of a neighbor or friend

will bring out in fullest force the characteristics of

the "real Yankee" ; for, when discussing death, and

at no other time, is he at once curious, reminiscent,

and garrulous.

Just outside of Portland, the other day, I stopped

to rest for a moment against the fence that fronted

a little burying-ground; and, while I rested, I made

a remark and gained an acquaintance. He to whom

I spoke was a red-haired, freckled, loosely jointed

man of fifty, who also leaned against the fence, and

who whittled a stick with much deliberation. Allud-

peared sandy and barren. Applying my observation

to the cemetery, he headed a train of recollections

with the reply :-

"Yes, it's a sandy sile an' a loose bottom ; but I've

noticed that people most giner'ly stays when they

githere.

ment of their religious rights by parents, churches, ❘ ing to the farming country, I said that the soil ap-

and individuals, and they are not able to protect

themselves, the religious liberties of children are con-

stantly and systematically trampled upon without

legal remedy. The parent, as the natural guardian

of the child, it is presumed, will exercise judgment

and care in his treatment, and do nothing to the

child's injury. In general, the motive of the parent

in the religious training of the child will be good.

From the most excellent motives, he may, however,

violate the rights of the child. The goodness of the

motive will not prevent the injury. Morally speak-

ing, the same religious liberties and rights which

belong to adults belong also to children, the chief of

"Itwas curi's, too, howthis place come to be picked
out. Ye see, theWidderHarris (she that was 'Mandy

Jones) owned this hull piece o' ground, an' her sister-

'n-law, Mis' Wells, owned the lot acrost the road

where the school-house sets. When we voted, in

taown-meetin' , to lay out a graveyard, the' was a

good deal of argyfyin' which land we should take.

Mis' Harris an' Mis' Wells hated each other wuss'n

p'ison, an' I cal'late either one or 'em would a-gi'n

her land, if she'd been asked, to spite t'other. But

nobody asked 'em. Finally, we app'inted 'Squire

Pettie, who favored the widder, an' Jake Hamlin

(he'dbeenshinin' 'round Mis' Wells), an' BenGavitt-

an' he despised both women-a committee to decide

which land the taown should take. The committee

hed prayers by the minister, an' then they sot to

wranglin'; an' , when he see it couldn't be settled no

other way, Ben Gavitt pupposed to draw straws to

see whose land should make the graveyard, an'

Widder Harris's was took. When it come out,

though, how 't had been fixed, the' was so much

talk that the taown took Mis' Wells's land for a

school-house, an' thenboth the old women felt kinder

more comf'table .

"We've hed some curi's funerals here, too. After

the land was took, we started out to fix it up. Wal,

Hen Phillips was a-goin' to do the heft o' the work

on it; but, 'fore he'd been at it a week, he fell into

aposthole, an' broke his back, an' we hed ter bury

him here when things was re'lly in a scand'lous state.

(That's his monimunt ; the one with the baby on the

top.) I don't b'lieve nobody but me ever knowed

how Mis' Phillips felt about it. I was fust Selec'man,

ye see, an' she come to me, bein''s Iwas in authority,

an' sez she, 'Henry was a good pervider, deacon, an'

Iwant him to hev a corner-lot' ; an' I told her he

should. Seems, though, the sexton forgot about it,

an' I went away that week, so they dug the grave

under that air big ellum tree. But when the perces-

sion got here, Mis' Phillips wouldn't have it; an'

they h'isted the corpse back to the house, an' kep'

Hen on ice for two days, till they'd fixed the right

hole. She was putty sot in her ways, Mis' Phillips

was.

"You said this was asandy sile. Wal, so 'tis; but

I guess, after all, it's a good thing that nobodybut

Gabr'el could raise anythin' here. There's al'ays

liable to be fusses an' hitches over a graveyard, an'

I cal'late it's safest to pick out a piece o' ground that

ain't wuth shoe-strings for anythin' but buryin' .

Up in Vermount, I heard, t'other day, the' was a sort

of a private ground fell inter the hands of akinder

reckless chap, an' he turned it into a potetter patch.

Idon' want no sech thing tohappen here. Iset store

by this yard, I tell ye ! Ithink more on it thanBill

Dennison did, I guess. You didn't know Bill ? Wal,

that's curi's ! He hed three bunions on one foot, an'

I s'posed everybody knowed Bill. 'S I was sayin' ,

he hed a row with his sister, Philury, 'bout a lot in

here, when old Father Dennison's 'state' was 'minis-

tered on. ('Fore that, Bill an' Philury 'd kep' the

old man above ground more'n a week, discussin'

whether the body sh'd head west or north. Wal,

they settled it on the basis o' south, an' p'inted the

old man that way.) Then the lot was vallyed at

$45, an' Philury offered Bill a fair half, or $20 in cash;

but Bill wouldn't take nuther. He give her a deed

of it for a dollar; said he couldn't feel right in his

mind, if he took any more. Natchully, Philury was

wrathy to hev it thought they hedn't give their father

as good a buryin' as anybody could want; an' she

threatened ter sue Bill for slander. He said, daown

't the store, that he didn't know whether a wuthless

grave or a wuthless woman was the most wuthless,

an' he wa'n't goin' ter stay ter find out; an' then,

'fore she could git at him for deformation o' charac-

ter, he moved away.

"It's a sightly place, too, ain't it ? Them ellums

make it look kinder putty, an' that school-house over

acrost sets off the hull. (Improvin' to the younguns

to be reminded o' their latter eend, I cal'late.) I

useter think, years ago, it was a pleasant walk'round

here of an evenin' . Maria an' me did the heft of our

summer courtin' , settin' on that flat stone, yonder.

'Afraid,' was we? No, sir ! I ain't scairt o' bones ;

an' I al'ays thought that, if I wus kinder 'quainted

with the place, it'd seem more like home to mewhen

Icome here to stay." WALTER L. SAWYER.

"NO VICE, then, is more foul ... than avarice, es-

pecially in great men and such as administer the

republic. For to make a gain of the republic is not

only base,but wicked also and abominable. There-

fore, that which the Pythian Apollo delivered by his

oracle, 'that Sparta would perish by nothing but its

avarice,' he seems to have predicted not about the

Lacedæmoniansalone,but about allopulentnations."
-Cicero.



THE INDEX DECEMBER 18 1884
299

ch otherwas

em wouldbet

te t'other.B

op'inted Spe

JakeHa

an'Ben Gar

uitteeto de

The co

en they st

I't be settled

Iraw straws

graveyard

it come w

s's land tra

nenfelt cue

re, toe A

cit up. W

ft o' thew

k, heb

hed terbur

nd's

babyco

ever

st Selec

inaut

deacca,

soldbe

Rut aber

ig the pop

Inthe pers

care

the

P

90 :

nobe:

ere'sall

VPFILE

proch

tter

Is

110

fock

に

1.

BOOK NOTICES.

RALPH WALDO EMERSON. "American Men of Let-

ters" Series. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. Boston:

Houghton, Mifflin & Co. Price $1.25 .

Weconfess thatwe approached this book somewhat

unwillingly. Emerson we knew, and Holmes we

knew. Ever since Emerson's death, nearly three

years ago, there has poured fromthe press a constant

stream of reminiscent Emersonian literature,-essays ,

poems, biography, and lectures innumerable. It

seemed as though all had been said. What need was

there, then, for Holmes giving us still another vol-

ume? We had given him credit for better sense.

This was our mood on opening these pages, but we

have closed them filled with a sense of gratitude that

the "Autocrat of the Breakfast Table" has lived long

enough to add this crowning treasure to his works .

From the first pages to the last, we read on with

ever-increasing delight. There is no evidence of this

being the work of a septuagenarian. The inimitable

humor, the felicitous wording, and the clear, keen,

critical insight, characteristic of Holmes, seems un-

impaired by age or consequent weariness of writing.

The only sense of dissatisfaction comes from the

almost total absence of personal reminiscence which

we had rather confidently looked forward to as one

of the reasons for the existence of the book and one

of the incitements to becoming interested in it, since

it is the record of one great writer's life by a con-

temporary and neighboring author. Whether the

omission is due to lack of personal acquaintance or to

the modesty of Dr. Holmes, we are not informed.

Dr. Holmes has not been a partial critic. He has

clearly shown what he considers defects as well as

excellences in Emerson; yet, in referring to his in-

tellectual shortcomings, he not infrequently quotes,

in support of his position, Emerson's opinion of his

ownwork.

The living writer has greatly enhanced the value

of this biography by quoting or calling attention to

many of the more exquisite thought gems found

crystallized in every differing emanation of the

genius of the dead seer, in doing which he has often

given original gems nearly, if not quite, as exquisite

as those to which he draws attention. He is himself

an illustration of the truth of some of his own re-

marks regarding Emerson; as, for instance, these :

"Consciously or unconsciously, men describe them-

selves in the characters they draw. One must have

the mordant in his own personality, or he will not

take the color of his subject. He may force himself

to picture that which he dislikes or evendetests; but,

when he loves the character he delineates, it is his

own in some measure at least, or one of which he

feels that its possibilities and tendencies belong to

himself." "All his great men interest us for their

own sake; but we know a good deal about most of

them, and Emerson holds the mirror up to them at

just such an angle that we see his own face as well

as that of his hero, unintentionally, unconsciously,

no doubt, but by a necessity which he would be the

first to recognize."

The comparison he draws between Emerson and

Carlyle will just now interest most readers. "The

two writers reveal themselves as being in strong sym-

pathy with each other, in spite of a radical difference

of temperament and entirely opposite views of life.

The hatred of unreality was uppermost with Carlyle,

the love of what was real and genuine with Emer-

son. Those old moralists, the weeping and the laugh-

ing philosophers, find their counterparts in every

thinking community. Carlyle did not weep, but he

scolded. Emerson did not laugh, but in his gravest

moments there was a smile waiting for the cloud to

pass from his forehead. The duet they chanted was a

Miserere with a Te Deum for its antiphon; a De Pro-

fundis answered by a Sursum Corda." Of Carlyle, he

further says, referring to Emerson's invitation to him

to become the editor of the Dial, in case he came to

America: "The idea of thegrim Scotchman as editor

of whatwe came in due time to know as the Dial !

Aconcert of singing micewith a savage and hungry
old grimalkin as leader of the orchestra ! " Of the

fate of the Dial, he remarks : "It was conceived and

carried on in a spirit of boundless hope and enthu-

siasm. Time and a narrowing subscription list proved

too hard a trial, and its four volumes remain stranded

like some rare and curiously patterned shell, which a

storm of yesterdayhas left beyond the reach of the

receding waves."

Holmes' complimentary allusions to his compeer

are frequent, and strong as well as choice in their

wording. On page 298, he calls him "this sweet-

souled dealer in spiritual dynamite." Elsewhere,

"Emerson is so essentially a poet that whole pages

of his are like so many litanies of alternating chants

and recitations. His thoughts slip on and off their

light rhythmic robes, just as the mood takes him."

"Emerson was not only a poet, but avery remarkable

one" (page 315). "It is to be remembered that Emer-

son is one of those authors whose popularity must

diffuse itself from above downwards." "This little

planet could not provincialize such a man." "This

is the fascination of Emerson's poetry. It moves in

aworld of universal symbolism. The sense of the

Infinite fills it with its majestic presence.... His poe-

try is elemental: it has the rock beneath it in the

eternal laws on which it rests; the roll of deep

waters in its grander harmonies; its air is full of

Æolian strains that waken and die away as the breezes

wander over them; and through it shines the white

star- light , and from time to time flashes a meteor

that startles us with its sudden brilliancy." "Тоо

much has been made of Emerson's mysticism. He

was an intellectual rather than an emotional mystic,

and withal a cautious one. He never let go the string

of his balloon. He never threw over all his ballast

of common sense, so as to rise above an atmosphere

in which a rational being could breathe." "Emerson

hates the superlative, but he does unquestionably

love the tingling effect of a witty over-statement."

Holmes himself is not averse to this same "over-

statement, "- anglice exaggeration,-as is shownwhen,

in speaking of Emerson's English tour, he says : "Em-

erson saw the country on its best side. Each travel-

ler makes his own England. A Quaker sees chiefly

broad brims, and the island looks to him like a field

of mushrooms." He says of Emerson's proneness to

this habit: "The habitual readers of Emerson do not

mind an occasional over-statement, extravagance, par-

adox, eccentricity: they find them amusing, and not

misleading. But the accountants, for whom two and

two always make four, come upon one of these pas-

sages, and shut the book up as wanting in sanity.

Without a certain sensibility to the humorous, no one

should venture upon Emerson. If he had seen the

lecturer's smile as he delivered one of his playful

statements of a runaway truth, fact unhorsed by im-

agination, sometimes by wit or humor, he would

have found ameaning inhis words which the feature-

less printed page could never show him. "

Of Emerson's religion, Holmes says: "The name

most frequently applied to Emerson's form of belief

is pantheism. How many persons who shudder at

the sound of this word can tell the difference between

that doctrine and their own professed belief in the

omnipresence of the Deity ? " Holmes refers fre-

quently to Emerson's chivalric respect for woman,

and loyal demand that her rights of all kinds should

not be denied her; and says he speaks "of woman in

language which seems almost to pant for rhythm and

rhyme," and that Emerson's account of Margaret

Fuller, with his "extracts from her letters and dia-

ries, with his running commentaries and his interpre-

tation of her mind and character, are a most faithful

and vivid portraiture of a woman who is likely to

live longer by what is written of her than by any-

thing she ever wrote herself." Our quotations from

this delightful biography must here cease,-cease from

want of space, not from any lack of material to draw

from. We can only hope that the taste we have

offered our readers from this fountain may induce

them to purchase and read the book for themselves.

S. A. U.

EVERY DAY LIFE AND EVERY DAY MORALS. By

George Leonard Chaney. Boston: Roberts Broth-

ers. Price $1.00.

These lectures, the author explains in his preface,

"had their origin in a local agitation [inAtlanta, Ga.]

about some publicly exposed pictures which were

considered by some excellent people to be more

injurious to the people's morals than helpful to the

people's taste." Other aspects of the same subject
grew out of the consideration of this phase of it; and

the result is embodied in the eight lectures here

given on"Art and Morals," "Juvenile Literature and

Juvenile Morals," "Literature and Morals," "Busi-

ness and Morals," "The Stage and Morals," "The

Press and Morals," and "The Pulpit and Morals."

These lectures are liberal in sentiment, sensible in

treatment, and interesting in style.

EZRA ABBот. Published for the Alumni of theHar-

vard Divinity School, Cambridge. 1884.

This thinvolume of seventy-five pages appears from

the press of George H. Ellis. It will receive most

grateful welcome from the friends of Dr. Abbot, and

be prized by the friends of high scholarship gen-

erally. It consists of the addresses at Dr. Abbot's

funeral and atthe meeting of the Harvard Divinity

School Alumni, a few weeks later, by Rev. Messrs .

C. C. Everett, A. Woodbury, A. P. Peabody, and

J. H. Thayer. All of them are excellent, that of Dr.

Thayer being the most elaborate; and together they

give a very full view of Dr. Abbot's simple life, rare

scholarly attainments, and exceptionally fine charac-

ter. An appendix contains a large number of minor

tributes from the pens of distinguished scholars and

the resolutions passed by scholastic societies; and a

life-like portrait of Dr. Abbot is given as the frontis-

piece.

TOMPKINS, AND OTHER FOLKS. Stories of the Hudson

and the Adirondacks. By P. Deming. Boston:

Houghton, Mifflin & Co. Price $1.00 .

This collection of short stories, which were origi-

nally contributed by the author to various magazines,

will be welcomed for their rather unique treatment

and the unexpected dénouement characteristic of this

writer. The titles are " Tompkins," "Rube Jones,"

"Jacob's Insurance," "Mr. Tobey's Wedding Jour-

ney," "Hattie's Romance," "The Court in Scho-

harie," and "An Adirondack Home." The moral

tone of these stories is clean and pure, and the style

quietlyhumorous.

HARPER'S YOUNG PEOPLE. 1884. New York: Har-

per & Brothers.

Harper's Young People is not a very impressive pub-

lication as it appears from week to week. Acareless

eye might give it little heed. The morecareful would

find the reading excellent for the boys and girls for

whom it is intended, the pictures educative of their

artistic sense, and the variety of matter suited to

various tastes. But it is when the fifty-two weekly

numbers come to us bound together in onehandsome

volumeof eighthundred and thirty-two pages that the

aggregate beauty and pleasantness are something mar-

vellous . Harper & Brothers have done what they

agreed to do: they have made a periodical that is

more interesting as well as more decent and instruc-

tive than the dime novel and the trashy papers of the

same intellectual and moral standing. The volume

for 1884 certainly holds its own as compared with

those of previous years. It has a fair proportion of

continued stories and shorter, with puzzles and face-

tiæ in great abundance. The frontispiece, by J. G.

Brown, is better for not having the color of his

paintings. Such pictures as those on pages 1and 217

willmake the elders linger, and the whole will be apt

to evoke from many a sigh for their lost youth.

THE Atlantic Monthly for December opens with "In

War Time," Dr. S. Weir Mitchell's serial, which is

finished in this number. Stuart Chisholm, in "Over

the Andes," gives an account of experiences in South

America. A nicely discriminative sketch of "Fran-

çois Coppée" by Frank Marzials, and a clever article

by George Parsons Lathrop on "Combination Nov-

els," form the more distinctly literary features of this

number. "Poe's LegendaryYears" gives, for the first

time, a satisfactory account of the more obscure pas-

sages in Poe's life. It is written by George E. Wood-

berry. Other articles and stories are "Penelope's

Suitors," by Edwin Lassetter Bynner; "These are

your Brothers," by Olive Thorne Miller; "Among

the Redwoods," by E. R. Sill; "An American Flirta-

tion," by Grace Denio Litchfield; "Canada and the

British Connection," by Edward Stanwood.

THE Catholic World for December presents the fol-

lowing table of contents: "The Present and the

Future of the Negro in the United States," by Rev.

J. R. Slattery; "An Italian Pessimist," A. J. Faust;

"Scriptural Questions, No. II. ," Rev. A. F. Hewit;

"The Quartier Latin since the War," William O'Don-

avan; "Saint Mona's Lambs,” A. R.; "An Apostle of

Doubt," Agnes Repplier; "Leaves from English His-

tory, A.D. 1570-76," S. H. Burke; "Solitary Island,"

Chapters IV., V., Rev. John Talbot Smith; "Shak-

spere and his Esthetic Critics," Appleton Morgan;

"Home Life in Colorado," Brendon McCarthy;

"Katharine," E. G. Martin; and "The Glenribbon

Baby," by Julia M. Crottie.



300

UNCTERSITY

LIBRARY

Y ALL ODDS

THEBEST EQUIPPED
RAILROAD IN THE WORLD.

Let it be forever remembered that the

Chicago & North-Western

RAILWAY

is the best and shortest route to and from
Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and
that it is preferred by all well-posted trav-

ellers when passing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

It also operates the best route and the short

line between

THE INDEX DECEMBER 18 1884

THE INVESTIGATOR.

Published every week at the Paine Memo

rial , Appleton Street, Boston,Mass.

Volume Fifty-second.

Price $3.00 per annum; 75 cts. for three

months to trial subscribers .

The INVESTIGATOR, as heretofore or since

its first commencement upward of half a

century ago, is devoted to the welfare, im-

provement, and happiness of men and

women here and now, in this world

onlyworld of which there is

demonstrated knowledge Co
VESTIGATOR'S basis of ac

exertions of its manage
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The 3rd School Year of this Family and
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ways be

used to render it a free and independent
journal devoted to the development and
promotion of genuine Liberalism, or Uni-

versal Mental Liberty, Free Thought, Free

Inquiry, Free Speech, and a Free Press.

JOSIAH P. MENDUM,

PAINE MEMORIAL BUILDING,

Appleton St., Boston, Mass.
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road are its Day Coaches,which are the

finest that human art and ingenuity can

create; its Palatial Sleeping Cars,
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its Palace Drawing Room Cars ,
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All points of interest North, North-west,

and West of Chicago, business centres,

summer resorts, and noted hunting and

fishing grounds, are accessible by the vari-

ous branches of this road .

It owns and controls over five thousand

miles of road, and has over four hundred

passenger conductors constantly caring for

its millions of patrons .

Abbot, contains the "Fifty Affirmations"

and"ModernPrinciples." Thisespecially
has received great commendation from

most distinguished men for the logical

clearness of its statements. NewEdition.
Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1.00

No. 2.-Fear ofthe LivingGod, by O. B.
Frothingham, exposes the debasing char-

acter of the popular notions of God, and

presents conceptions of him that are wor-

thy of the nineteenth century. New edi-

tion. Price 5 cents ; 12 copies, 50 cents .

No. 3.-Lecture on the Bible, bythe Rev.

Charles Voysey, of England, is an over

whelmingdemonstration of the imperfec-

tions and errors of the Bible, both in the

Old and the New Testaments. New Edi-

tion. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

No. 4.-Christian Propagandism, by F.

E. Abbot, is an exposure of the weakness,

costliness, and inefficiency of the System

of Foreign Missions. Full of Figures,

Facts, and Interesting Extracts. Price 10

cents; 12 copies, $1.00 .

No. 5.-"God in the Constitution," by

Rev. Arthur B. Bradford, opposes the

proposed Theological Amendment to the

United States Constitution. Price 10 cents;

12 copies, $1.00.

No. 6.-"The Sabbath," by Parker Pills-

bury,denounces Sabbatarian superstition .

New Edition. Price 10 cents; 12 copies,
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Ask your ticket agent for tickets via this

route, andtakenone other. Allleading No. 7. "Compulsory Education," by
ticket agents sell them. It costs no more to

travel on this route that gives first-class ac-

commodations than it does to go by the

poorly equipped roads.

Formaps,descriptive circulars, and sum-

mer resort papers, or other information not

obtainable at your local ticket office, write

tothe
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Intelligently Seek Truth with-
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The JOURNAL, in the estimation of a large

proportion of the leading authorities on

Spiritualism, stands pre-eminent as a fear-
less, independent, judicially fair advocate of

Spiritualism. It has received more general

notice, and more frequent and higher com-

mendations from intelligentsources, regard-

less of sect or party, than any other Spirit-

ualist or liberal paper ever published: the

records will confirm this .

The JOURNAL is uncompromisingly com-

mitted to the Scientific Method in its treat-

ment of the Phenomena of Spiritualism,

being fully assured that this is the only safe

ground on which to stand.

F. E. Abbot, maintains the right of every

child to be educated, and the duty of the

State to ensure it an education. Price 5

cents; 12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 8.-The Present Heaven, by O. B.
Frotbingham, treats of a subject that in-

terests everybody. New Edition. Price 5

cents;12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 9.-The Christian Amendment, by

F. E. Abbot, shows the dangerous charac-

ter of the attempt to interpolate the Eaan-

gelical Christian Creed in the U. S. Consti-

tution, Price 5 cents ,12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 10. The Impeachment of Chris-

tianity, by F. E. Abbot. Sixth Ten Thou-

sand. Sentfor free distribution to any one

who will distribute it, in packages of from
fiveto one hundred copies .

No. 11.-The God of Science,by F. E. Ab-

bot, attempts to show the real influence

of modern science upon the idea of God.

Price 10cents; 12 copies,$1.00.

No.ity?12-1TwoRomanismessaysby FrancisRealW.Christian-Newman

andF.E.Abbot. Price10 cents; 12copies
$1.00.

No. 13. On the Vision of Heaven, by

Prof. F. W. Newman, of England, analyzes

the Christian conception ofHeaven. Price
5 cents; 12 copies,50cents.

No. 14.-A Study of Religion : The
Name and the Thing, by F. E. Abbot,

attempts to show that the popular deriva-

tionofthewordReligion is incorrect ; that

the popular conceptions of Religion itself
are inadequate; and that a newconception

of it, basedon the Law of Evolution, con-

sistentwith absoluteFreedom ofThought,

and independent even of belief inGod, is
the necessary condition of the perpetuity

of Religion among men. Price 10 cents;

12 copies, $1.00 .

The JOURNAL is unsectarian, non-parti- No. 15.- The Battle of SyracuseclaTwo
san, thoroughly independent, never neutral,

whollyfree from cliques and clans.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION:

One Copy One Year,

One Copy Six Months ,

$2.50

$1.25

Specimen Copy Sent Free.
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Travels in Faith from
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By ROBERT C. ADAMS .

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.
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2,000

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.
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Modern Thinkers,
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SOLL.

By Prof., VAN BUREN DENSLOW, LL.D.

With Introduction byROBERT G. INGER-

Including critical analyses of

Swedenborg as a Seer, of Adam Smith

OTtas an Economist, of Jeremy Bentham as

a Law Reformer, of Thomas Paine and

Junius as Political Revolutionists, of

Charles Fourier as a Socialist, of Her-

bert Spencer and Ernst Haeckel as Evo-

lutionists, and of Auguste Comte as a

Positivist, with an Essay on Wealth in

its Relations to Christian Ethics.

The Fifth Edition has just been issued

"Uponthequestion of money, this volume

contains the best thing I have ever read."-

R. G. Ingersoll (in Introduction).

"We confess that, if we stood on the

ground on which Mr. Spencer stands, we
should find it difficult to prevent ourselves

from being pushed by the stalwart arm of

Dr. Denslow's logic into the gulf of ethical

nihilism." Prof. Goldwin Smith.

"Now, the whole force of this case de-
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THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT :

Its Philosophical Basis ; Its Gen-

eral Aims ; Its Relation to Chris-

tianity, Unitarianism, and Free

Religion .

pends upon the assertion of Goldwin Smith
that Dr. Van Buren Denslow is a disciple of
Herbert Spencer. But the assertion is not

true in any sense or in anydegree. On the

contrary, Dr. Denslow is anopen antagonist
of Spencer. His essay on Spencer's

Philosophy, first published in the Chicago
Times, while speaking of the man in the

usual terms of perfunctory compliment, as

have also Goldwin Smith and the Saturday

Review, is adverse , carping, and deprecia-

tory on every point that he considers. The

criticism was regarded as so damaging that

Spencer's friends were told theymust reply

to it or forever hold their peace; and we
were confidently assured that the last we For sale at THE INDEX office. Price 15cents .

should ever hear of Spencer's system was
the thud of the clods that Denslow had
thrown upon its coffin."-Prof. Youmans, in

Popular Science Monthly and in Introduc-

tion to Current American Edition of the
Data ofEthics .
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by Messrs . W. M. SALTER, W. L.

SHELDON, and S. B. WESTON.
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Stephen Pearl Andrews, as political ex-

ecutor of the late Thomas Paine, is as

fiercely indignant atMr. Denslow's analysis
of Paine's politics as Prof. Youmans is at

probarmony withits general improper or
"blind" advertisements, all quack adver-

to be fraudulent or unjust to anyone, will

be excluded from thesecolumns.

his assault on Spencer's Philosophy. On tisements, and all advertisements believed
the other hand, George Jacob Holyoake

speaks of the analysis of Paine's political
philosophy as "the most masterly refutation

of it extant, without showing in his words

or inhis mind any enmity against the great

agitator whomheconfutes.'

The late Dr. George M. Beard, of New

York, wrote to the author: "Your critique

on Spencer's Data of Ethics has all the

force of a discovery in ethics , and is of

great value. It deserved to be made the

subject of a separate treatise."
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THE Montreal Free Thought Club has re-elected

officers for the ensuing year, as follows : Capt.

Robert C. Adams, president ; J. H. R. Molson, P.

Lyall, and Dr. O. B. Ward, vice-presidents; C.

Stevens, secretary; A. A. Murphy, vice-secretary ;

M. Boas, treasurer.

AT the Freethinkers' Convention, held recently

at Salamanca, N.Y., the subject of establishing a

non-sectarian school in thatcity was discussed; and

Mr. H. L. Green has since issued a circular asking

for pledges to the amount of $25,000 for the erec-

tion of a school building, "with the positive under-

standing that not one cent shall be called for until

the whole sum is raised, and not then until the

proper organization is perfected and chartered by

the New York State Legislature."

SAYS the Ottawa Free Press : "The election of

a Jew as mayor of Leicester, despite Simon de

Montford's declaration that no Jew should dwell

within the borough till the end of the world,

teaches again the lesson that the past cannot arbi-

trarilybind the present, and that the present can-

not arbitrarily legislate for posterity. Dayby day,

the heavy hand of the dead past, which by this

institution or that has fettered the living present,

is being lightened; andhumanity, breathing in the

freedom of a new life, is capable of greater ad-

vancement than ever."

THE following passage is taken from a letter in

the Boston Herald, written by a correspondent in

Mexico: "The Church still exercises a powerful

influence among the common people, peons as

they are called; but, in political affairs, the priests

are powerless. The old Inquisition building,which

has sheltered morehorrors than any other structure

on this continent, is now a medical college, where

bones are sawn asunder in the name of science

instead of religion. The cathedrals have been

stripped of their treasures, and their candlesticks

are now gilt instead of gold. Iwas told the other

day by a railroad manager that his purchasing

agent had bought over three hundred wooden

saints for fuel, many of which had been carved

and gilded in Spain hundreds ofyears ago. Asolid

silver balustrade, which has stood in one of the

churches since the time of Cortez, was torn down

not long ago and taken to the mint ; and a chande-

lier in the cathedral of Puebla, when melted, made

sixty thousand silver dollars."

JUDGE DUFFY, of New York, said last week to

a slugger who had been locked up over night for

getting drunk: "I am told you are a pugilist. I

am opposed to pugilism. Pugilists ought to use

their muscles for something that would benefit

humanity, welding iron, digging cellars, and such

like. You may think John L. Sullivan a wonder-

ful man. So he is a wonderfully muscular man,

buthe has very little brains. Brains are superior

to muscle. If a ship were at sea, and the captain

and mate should be washed overboard, and John

L. Sullivanwas aboard that ship, he wouldn't be

selected to bring it into port. The passengers

would be more likely to trust their lives to the

smallest man aboard that ship, if he had the most

brains. That goes to prove that brain outweighs

muscle. Some of these days, some respectable

citizen in the neighborhood of Madison Square

Gardenwill come down here and make complaint

against that place as a disorderly house. If he

does, I'll issue a warrant and arrest all you pugil-

ists, and commit you to the island as vagrants for

six months. There isn't anyjudge of the Supreme

Court that'll let you go. McCoy, you're a stranger

in town, I'm told. I was going to fine you $10,

but I won't : I'll discharge you."

THE Russian ministers seem to be renewing their

activity of late, in spite of the rigorous action

of the Czar, who tries in vain to stamp out the

conspiracy against the government. Whatever be

thought of the methods pursued by the Nihilists,-

and some of them we believe unwise and unjusti-

fiable, there is no doubt that the Russian people

have good reason for rebelling against the impe-

rial government. "One-tenth of the oppression

practised upon the people of Russia,if applied in

this country," says the Herald of this city, "would

drive hundreds of thousands of our people into

armed resistance to its enforcement. The great

defect in the policy of the Czar is that it is

diametrically antagonistic to modern enlighten-

ment. It runs counter to the spirit of the age;

and, unless Russia can be completely secluded from

the rest of the world, an operation which could

only be accomplished by transferring the empire

to some other planet,-no cessation of revolution-

ary efforts can be looked for. As theblood of the

martyrs was the seed of the Church, so in this

case the blood of the Nihilists shed in the cause

of Russian freedom must serve to encourage the
growth of more and more revolutionists holding,

as they now seem to hold, high social and political

positions, until it will be no longer possible for the

Russian administration to hold up under the con-

spiracies with which all of its great departments

will be honeycombed."

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

In a recent lecture on "The Miseries of Poverty"

reported in the New York papers, Prof. Felix

Adler said that the income derived from the worst

class of tenements far exceeds the rents yielded by

the finest residences on the best streets. The in-

come is secured by persistent violation of laws ;

but the landlords, through the political influence

they possess, easily protect themselves. The lect-

urer said that there should be an Act passed by the

New York Legislature like the Cross Act of the

English Parliament, compelling the owners of un-

sanitary houses to sell their possessions. He urged,

also, the formation of a building company, to be

composed of private citizens, who should receive

a loan from the public treasury, either city or

state, and be empowered to rebuild the bad tene-

ments and to put up new ones. The company

should be restricted from taking more than a mod-

erate percentage on the investment. Under Prof.

Adler's direction, a Sanitary Aid Society for the

Tenth Ward of the city of New York has been

organized. The inspection of tenement houses

will be a part of its work. According to the offi-

cial record there have been 15,697 fatal cases of

diphtheria in NewYorkduring the last ten years,

and 1,018 fatal cases since the beginning of the

current calendar year. Diphtheria, a filth disease,

prevails in the localities where there is the greatest

need of sanitary work. Prof. Adler, as a member

of the Tenement House Commission, has already

done much to awaken interest in a very important

reform.

THE archbishop of the Church of England has

prepared a prayer for the British army in Egypt, to

beread in the home churches. In it,he prays, not

only for the soldiers, but for the cause in which

they are engaged. He says, "Wecommend to thy

fatherly goodness the menwho through perils of

war are serving the nation; beseeching thee to

take into thine hand both them and the cause

wherein the country sends them. " According to the

Unitarian Herald, a correspondent of the London

Echo has paraphrased the archbishop's prayer,

making a very good argumentum ad hominem for its

Christian readers, as follows : "And, as the fol-

lowers of the Prince of Peace,we humbly beseech

Thee to enable our soldiers, with the deadly weap-

ons of their warfare, to mow down those Sou-

danesewho have no more right to their country

than we have to ours. Grant that we may both

kill and take possession, making wives, widows,

and children fatherless. We acknowledge that we

have no right to carry the sword and death among

the inhabitants of other lands, but we plead the

merits and mediation of]|Him who taught us to

love our enemies and to do aswewould be done

by. Grant, we beseech thee,most mercifulFather,

who art the Father of all the children of men, that

the blood of thy children, shed by this thy people
in different quarters of the globe, may work the

peaceful fruit of guaranteed dividends for the rich

and increased taxation for our poor; and unto

thee shallbe all the glory, through Him who came

tovisit us in humility, and who hath said, 'Take

my yoke upon you, and learn of me.' "
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CHRISTMAS .

Bygeneral consent in Christendom, the twenty-

fifth of December is celebrated as the birthday of

Jesus. The precise time of his birth, however,

either as to the year or the day of the year, is not

known. With all their researches, scholars have

not been able definitely to fix it, although agree-

ing that the accepted time cannot be correct. The

name given to the day, Christmas (Christ-mass), in-

dicates that it was primarilyestablished as an eccle-

siastical festival; and it was the custom of the

early Christian Church to appoint its days of relig-

ious observance without much regard to historical

or natural data. The immediate religious use was

regarded as more important than the exact celebra-

tion of any past event. As early as the fifth cen-

tury, accordingly, the Church had settled upon the

twenty-fifth of December for celebrating the nativ-

ity of Jesus, though previously different sections of

service, and thus spread among the nations which

have grown to be the ruling forces of the modern

world. And, to-day,the birth of that little child,

eighteen hundred and eighty-four years ago, of

peasant Jewish parentage, in the far-off Asiatic vil-

lage,in a rude country inn, possibly in a manger of

a stable, is celebrated throughout the most enlight-

ened countries of Europe and America as the

advent of the most remarkable personage this

earth has ever known. From the advent of that

life, civilized mankind now reckons time and

counts the years; and Christian historians have

made it the centre of human history,-the point

toward which, by convergent lines, all previous

history tended, and from which all subsequent

history of any importance has diverged.

Aproblem of unique interest is certainly pre-

sented here for a rational thinker to settle. The

great majority of Christendomhave not attempted

to settle it on grounds of natural reason alone.

the Church had observed that event on different| The vast majority of Christian believers have al-

days; and it is altogether probable that this time

was chosen because it came at the same season

with the old pagan Saturnalian festival, an an-

cient festival of nature worship so deeply rooted

in the sentiment and habits of the people that it

could with difficultybe eradicated, and features of

which have since mingled with the Christian cele-

bration of Christmas.

But, assuming the popularly accepted tradition

of Christendom, what does this day celebrate ?

Setting aside, forthe moment, the theologies that

have been built and the myths that have gathered

around the name and career of Jesus, what does

the day signify to the rational thinker? Leaving

out of view the opinion entertained, without as it

seems tous adequatebasis,bysome Liberals, that

no such historical person as Jesus ever existed, and

that the New Testament Jesus is wholly a myth-

ological character,-the rational thinker would

waysmaintained that in those few years of Jesus'

life on earth there was an original and miraculous

revelation of divine power; that he, in short, was

not a natural man. Even during his lifetime, a

kind of power, which he most probably possessed

in healing certain diseases,became the ground of a

popular belief that he was supernaturally gifted,

and could work those miracles which it was the

custom of the age to expect at the hands of a

heaven-sent religious teacher. And, not many

years after his death, it began to be believed by

some of his followers that he must have been

miraculously born,-that he hadnohuman father,

but was the offspring of the Holy Spirit, and that

his birth was accompanied by many signs and

wonders, by which, even then,heaven prophesied

his future greatness and vouched forhis more than

human powers. In the course of a few centuries,

with the aid of the subtleties of Grecian philoso-

put it in some such way as this: Eighteen hun- phy, the pious imagination of the Christian Church

dred and eighty-four years ago, in an obscure town

of Palestine, there was born of humble peasant

parents a child, to whom was given the not uncom-

mon Jewish name of Jesus. Like the other chil-

dren of like station around him, he grew up to

man's estate, his childhood and youth and earliest

manhood being so obscure and unexceptional that

little or nothing is known of them authentically.

His father was a carpenter, and the son worked at

the carpenter's bench. His public career did not

begin till he was about thirty years of age. Then

he became a bold and radical religious reformer ; a

prophet of the elder Hebrew type, but oflarger and

more revolutionary ideas as regards the estab-

lished religion of the Hebrew people ; a teacher

of a remarkably pure and elevated morality; and

aman of singularly lofty, noble and inspiring

character, mingling womanly sympathy and spir-

ituality with masculine virility of spirit and deed.

By the power of his teaching and his character,

he drew around him a devoted band of disciples

and a larger multitude of followers, who hailed

him as the expected Jewish Messiah and urged

that he should so declare himself. He yielded to

the persuasion so far as to accept the title, though

evidently in a different sense from that commonly

given it. Brought thus into bitter conflict with

the Jewish authorities,he was crucified at the age

of thirty-three, or perhaps before, as a revolution-

ary disturber of the civil and religious peace of

his nation.

Only three years, perhaps less, of public life;

and yet those years were in some way charged

with a power which changed the whole after-

course of history,andbecame the origin of a new

andpowerful religion,-of areligion which in a few

centuries had converted the Roman Empire to its

advanced to the idea that in him was even incar-

nated the beingofGodhimself,-thatthebabe born

at Bethlehem was a veritable Deity, since nonebut

Deity, it was assumed, could do the works which he

grew up to do. Andthis is still the belief of much

the greater number of Christian people who cele-

brate this Christmasday. Not manyyears ago, even

so broad-mindedamanas Charles Kingsleysaid in

a published volume of sermons : "The babe who is

born at Bethlehem, who grows up, as other human

beings grow, into the man Christ Jesus, is none

other than the Lord God who created the uni-

verse" ; and again that God was a child, and

was nursed in a cradle, and grew into youth and

manhood.

But these efforts of orthodox Christians to ex-

plain the greatness of the results which have come

from the life of Jesus not only lead to monstrosi-

ties like this, which the rational thinker at once

rejects, but they also clearly evince to him that

the actual teachings and life of Jesus are only a

part of the sources fromwhich these great results,

manifest in the various power and phenomena of

Christianity, have come. These very beliefs and

sentiments, which grewup in later years and cen-

turies about Jesus, and many of which are quite

contrary to his teachings as found in the New

Testament, helped toward enlarging the result.

The contributions that camefrom other sources as

well as from Jesus and Judea, especially the con-

tribution from the Greek-Alexandrian philosophy,

adapted the new religion for its wide-spread

empire, and gave it a power it could not other-

wise have had over the European nations. It

would be, indeed, unjust to Jesus that he should

be held responsible for much that has passed under

the name of Christianity, and been even counted

among the essentials of its permanence andpower.

The truth is, the great river of ecclesiastical

and theological Christianity has many tributary

streams; and thewaters of some of them, if ana-

lyzed, show quite different elements from those

which are found in the character and doctrines of

Jesus. So far, indeed, has Christianityin general

departed from the simplicity of his character and

life and from the ethics of his teaching that

almost in one thing only can he be said to have

been its founder; and this is in its acknowledg-

ment and development of his doubtfulclaim to be

the expected Messiah.

But, after Jesus has been divested of the theo-

logical and mythological accretions which have

concealed his real character, there still remains

enough to draw the heart of mankind to him in

admiration for his gifts, and to make it natural

and easyto celebrate his birth. Indeed, it is not

until we have put him in the line of natural

humanity that we begin to appreciate his real

greatness. As a god, he falls short of our ideal.

As a supernatural man, there are points onwhich

he fails to meet expectation. But, as aman only,

with only human powers and subject to human

imperfection and limitation, he rises to grandeur.

It is a thousand pities that the Christian Church

has so long gazed at him through theglamour of

its theological conceptions and worshipped him as

Deity that it cannot now see him in the simple

greatness and strength of his humanity. The

ecclesiastical portrait, with all the endeavor to

deify him, has only succeeded in representing an

emasculated saint; but the real Jesus was the

most robust of men. Hecould thunderwith indig-

nant passion over injustice and hypocrisy, no less

than melt with compassion for the suffering and

wronged. Let Christmas celebrate for us, not

Jesus the god, but Jesus the man. Wisely says

Emerson: "If you are childish and exhibit your

saint as aworker of wonders, as a thaumaturgist,

I am repelled. That claim takes his teachings out

of logic and out of nature, and permits official

and arbitrary senses to be grafted on the teach-

ings.... Whoever thinks a storygains by thepro-

digious,by adding something out of nature robs

itmore than he adds. It is no longer an example,

a model; no longer a heart-stirring hero,but an

exhibition, a wonder, an anomaly removed out of

the range of influence with thoughtful men....

The history of Jesus is the history of everyman

written large."

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

HUNGER.

II.

It is amazing to me how any one, while giving

vent to his own fanciful conceits,can find courage

to sneer at protoplasm, to make light of the veri-

table life-quickened substance actually here in

existence, to disparage flightingly and overween-

ingly the visible, tangible manifestation of all

vital activity. Those who are thus self-compla-

cently indulging in the derision of protoplasm can

hardly be aware that they are not making fun of

any whimsical coinage of the human brain, such

as commonly displayed with so much ardor and

dazzling eloquence in the lucubrations of specula-

tive philosophy and theology. They are not even

engaged in detracting from the merits of those

conjectured entities that form the building mate-

rial of our most prominent sciences, not engaged

in scoffingly questioning the potency of the supra-

sensible atoms of physics or of the evanescent

mental particulars of psychology. They are un-

wittingly laughing at their own vital being; at the

positively manifest existent, which in its most

primitive stages-long ere the formation of any
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stationary organs-is already displaying under our

eyes all the essential andwondrous functions of

life, andwhich in its mostdevelopedforms is con-

stituting our own living selves. Itcan, indeed,be

only want of attention to the facts under actual

viewthat provokes the soaring imagination of in-

trospective seers to slight the substance embody-

ing all vital powers.

that shape and sustain the essential groundwork

of organization. In living beings, the surface of

contact with their medium becomes differentiated

in the course of development into specific sensory

provinces,-touch, sight, hearing,-answering to the

specific stimulationof as manydynamical powers.

And the central intercommunications and unifica-

tions of such peripherically differentiated sense

reflect faithfully in universal forms the general and

constant relations of the organism to the influences

affecting it. It is the sensory organs thus fash-

ioned, together with their centralizations and the

conjoined motory instruments,which are apt dur-

ing the struggle for existence to undergo such in-

cidental transformation as renders the organism

best suited to carry on its special mode of life

under the influence of special surroundings.

Inhigher forms of moneric life, the material of

the projections is pushed out in much larger masses,

and is in consequence not coagulated through

and through during its contactwith the medium.

Only its surface becomes more or less deeply dete-

riorated and stiffened, but is soon again remelted

by chemical union with the more protected and

less disintegrated substance inside the projections ;

the whole forming, under continuation of this

play of outside and inside forces, a shrinking

mass, at last wholly retracted and fully reincorpo-

rated with the main body of the individual. In

these more advanced stages of life, an accumula-

tion of restitutive material or food inside the

moner enables it to carry on uninterruptedly, and

without any further immediate material help from

outside, the significant vital play of alternate pro-

pulsion and retraction of portions of its substance.

To our senses, the individual life of primitive pro-

toplasm seems to express itself entirely in the con-

stant reiteration of this one vital activity, the

pushing forth of projections and the drawing in

of the same. If not abnormally disturbed, the

moner continues hour after hour its monotonous

movements. The living substance at a certain

stage of its expansion is disintegrated by the in-

fluences of the medium, and shrinks in conse-

quence. Thus disintegrated, it combines with

restitutive material, and re-expands inconsequence.

This is the gist of all objective vitality. Life con-

sists in this definite cycle of chemical and physical

incidents.

I, also, have revelled in the poetry of various

tongues, and have pondered the foremost thought

of all ages ; yet have Imet with nothing remotely

so fascinating as the study of protoplasm, espe-

cially in its most primitive forms. Dayafter day

and year after year, I found myself silently riveted

to the microscope, watching in lucid transparency

the magic cycle of visible activities that constitutes

life. Whoever is desirous of seriously occupying

himselfwith the problems of living existence can-

not possibly be spared the trouble of contemplat-

ing the general facts of vitality and organization.

Wehere, at allevents, have to enter somewhat in-

tently into the sphere of biology; for our task is

to learnwhat part of our natural being is organi-

cally paramount, the entoderm or the ectoderm,

the so-called organic life or the life of outside re-

lations.

A tiny globule of finely granulated material

pushes forth into its watery medium long and

slender projections from all parts of its surface.

In various kinds of such protoplasmic individuals,

theprojections or rays measure, at last, more than

three times the length of the diameter of the orig-

inal globule, and are so slender as to be visible

only with very high powers. The most primitive

of these beings remain motionless with stiffened

rays, passively exposed to the currents of their

medium. Of the numberless impinging particles

offoreign matter, only very few adhere to the sub-

stance of the seemingly deadened rays. On close

examination, it becomes apparent that some sort of

chemical interaction is taking place between the

material thus adhering and the coagulated proto-

plasm. The foreign matter is in reality the food

of the moner, evidently attracted and retained by

dint of chemical affinity.

Now, the question is : Have the rays been pro-

truded, in order to get food; or have they been

protruded, in order to establish more extensive in-

tercommunications with the dynamical powers,

to bring the living substance into efficacious physi-

cal contact with terrestrial and cosmical influences

capable of affecting it ? Let us then search for

the real purpose or effect of this blending of food-

particles with the exteriorized and stiffened proto-

plasm. Under our eyes, we see it redeemed from

its deadened state and rehabilitated to life. It

gradually regains its fluent constitution, forms

under intrinsic commotion rounded masses, is re-

incorporated into the body of the moner, and goes,

under full reintegration, to develop new rays.

Unmistakable evidence proves that the outflow-

ing protoplasm, forming the projections of ame-

boid individuals, becomes more or less rapidly and

profoundly disintegrated through normal contact

with the medium, through functional stimulationby

the dynamical powers of the environment. Its

combination with foreign material, its so-called

feeding, has no other object than to restore it to

full integrity. Food, whether immediately assimi

lated as foreign stuff or assimilated only after

elaborate organic preparation and transformation,

as nutritive medium or blood, remains in all in-

stances nothing but complemental material, fit

to reintegrate functionally disintegrated proto-

plasm. Nutrition is simply reintegration, and by

no means organic new formation, or extraneous

supplyof readyworking-power to a pre-constructed

vitalengine.

These peculiar surroundings are formed by the

objects immediately and urgently affecting the or-

ganism. They call forth and usurp its vital reac-

tions in amanner far more striking to us than the

persistent and universal powers. Thus, the hunt-

ing, seizing, and devouring of prey are perform-

ances mentally realized by us as vital exertions,

ministering immediately to the sensual appetites

actually felt by the pursuing organism. Yet the

demand for restitutive material originates really

in the want of chemical saturation, occurring in

the ectoderm when functionally disintegrated dur-

ing its play with the forces of the medium. Only,

the practical difficulties in the way of the satisfac-

tion of this want engross in most instances the

life of outside relations to such an extent as

almost completely to obscure its own evolutional

supremacy.

The more attentively we study various kinds of

amœboid individuals, the more obvious does it be-

come that the consummation of all their vital activ-

ity consists in presenting their chemically highest

substance to the stimulating influences of the

environment. The moment of clash between the

chemically unfurling protoplasm and the function- | direct chemical interaction with so-called food, and

The study of transparent, elementary forms of

life renders it, however, unmistakably evident that

one part of the protoplasm is partitioned off by its

is thus destined merely to prepare the restitutive

material for the other portion of protoplasm carry-

ing on the dynamical functions. It is quite cer-

ally disintegrating external agencies constitutes

the climax of vital manifestation. And, moreover,

the direction of all fundamental organic develop-

ment is impressed upon the vitally reacting mould❘tain then that, in organization, the preparing or

during this specific act of disintegration. By splti-

ting off from the protoplasm a definite molecule,

the forces of the medium determine to some slight

extent the composition of the ensuing restitution.

The pre-established direction of the organized

affinities of the living substance undergoes some

infinitesimal modification during the molecular

displacement effected on each concussion by the

dynamical agents. This modification tends through

molecular adaptation to equilibrate the combined

effect of all disturbing influences, establishing a

centralized unification of such effects.

This surely is the narrow and laborious path by

which fundamental organic development forces its

gradual ingress into the living substance. In this

process of superimposed increments of molecular

elaboration, the functional disintegration of the

active protoplasm gains the significance of func-

țional evolution,-an evolution so attuning its play

with the environment as to render the intrinsic

vital reaction consonant with the dynamical action

of the external stimuli. In all this vital activity,

food serves only as complemental material to res-

titute the chemical integrity of the substance dis-

integrated during the functionalplay.

The Darwinian theory, brilliantly luminous so

far as it goes, fails to account for the fundamental

facts of organization as necessary products of the

interaction between the living substance and its

permanent medium. It only explains how acci-
dental variations of the necessarily established

organs are selected as useful during the more or

less casually occurring incidents of the struggle for

existence. The perpetual dynamical influences of

the medium are, however, the veritable powers

digestingmaterial--the entoderm, in fact is essen-

tially subservient to the wants of the substance con-

stituting the life of outside relations. It is biologi-

cally evident that a living being does not in verity

move, feel, and think for the ultimate purpose of

feeding, but that it feeds, in order that through

moving, feeding, and thinking it may reach higher

stages ofdevelopment.

Amore significant and helpful truth than con-

tained in this simple and undubious observation

the study of nature cannot well reveal. Together

with its generical bearings, the bequeathment and

inheritance of organic results thus developed, it

constitutes the fundamental fact and import of

vital evolution. It contains also the intrinsic and

inexorable vital ground,the genuine "categorical

imperative" of the ethicsbased on the philosophy

of organization. It is, all in all, the foundation in

actuality of our social and moral tendencies, the

constitutional potentiality of true progress.

Life means at its very outset the spatial in-

crease, the specializing refinement, and the central

unification of organic correspondences to the uni-

verse of outside influences. Thus far, then, every

doubt is dispelled concerning the veritable drift of

our actual existence; and it is to the humblest of

livingmonads that we owe the precise elucidation

and incontrovertible certitude of this all-important

bearing of vitality. However much concealed by

the coarser exigencies of the struggle for existence,
it remains, nevertheless, the supreme fact of life

that the uplifting power in organization is to be

found in the increasing harmonization of our rela-

tional life with the external world actually affect-

ing it.
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Hunger is a feeling onlymentally andvicariously

indicating an organic need,having its real origin

and ultimate fulfilment in the structures of the

entoderm. It is the sensory surface-the nerves,

brain, and muscles-that have to be supplied with

restitutive material, so that amid their functional

play theymay preserve their structural identity.

Pleasure itself, elevated by hedonic ethics to the

paramount, self-sufficient aim of human striving, is

-even in its widest sense, as comprehensive happi-

ness including altruistic satisfaction-only a men-

tal concomitant, vicariously significative of har-

monious interaction between the organized fac-

ulties of our life of relation and the influences

affecting it. Whenever gratification of any kind

of feeling is made an end in itself, then the hyper-

individual or generical import of organization has

been perverted. Not self-satisfaction even of the

most ideal kind ought to be made the true aim

of human life, but higher organization through

rational, ethical, and æsthetical transformation of

our environment, and therewith of the relations

connecting us with the same.

ness, are placed on an artificial level. Aristocracy

says that some men are peers by virtue of their

birth from a certain lineage ; democracy, that all

men are peers by virtue of their birth as human

beings. Both, in short, are conventional systems,

and, to the extent of the agreement here noted,

conventional in the same way.

Suppose some one,now, to say in the face of an

aristocracy that a man should have weight accord-

ing tohis worth, and to pour contempt upon those

rules of distinction which make a great man little

and a little man great in estimation, for no other

reason than that each is the son of his father.

Such a sentiment would be hailedinsome quar-

ters as democratic, especially if it were said in a

splendid and powerful way by a man of great

name in literature; but it were just so far from

being a democratic sentiment as the speaker from

saying that in political relations all men should be

of equal weight, and worth be left quite out of the

account. Take for an example Burns" "A man's

a man for a' that." How often has this been re-

cited as embodying and immortalizing the creed

democracy ! But just so often its import hasbeen

grossly mistaken, for the burden of the ringing

verses is no such platitude as that a man in home-

spunis as much a member of the human species

as any other. "Man" has not here the sense ofhomo,

applicable to allhuman beings indifferently, but of

vir, applicable only to a superior order of man.

Inour Vernacular,onemay express the highest ad-

miration of another by saying emphatically, That

is a man ! Man is here, like gentleman, a term of

distinction, but more expressive and energetic than

the latter. Burns uses the word in this sense,-that

is, as a peculiarly vigorous term of distinction ;

and the poem is a reclamation in behalf of that

The ethical misdirection of noble creeds, as well

as the banefulness of ignoble lives, have their

origin in the false position ascribed to or assumed

by the organic sphere embodying the appetites.

Thus far, the conscious attitude of ethical culture

has been little more than a defence against the

inordinate promptings of entodermic requirements

or sensual feelings. It ought to become, indeed it

is its naturally ingrained propensity to become, the

intellectual sublimation of such requirements and

feelings for the far-reaching ends of ectodermic

fructification and elevation,-ends in themselves

altruistic and undying, but necessarily involving

more andmore perfect individual organization by

means of more and more subtle,comprehensive, and ❘ nobility which lies in aman's soul as against that

unifying relations to the vast order of multitudi-

nous interactions among which we move and have

ourbeing.

HEMPSTEAD, TEXAS.

EDMUND MONTGOMERY.

A MAN'S A MAN FOR A' THAT.

Mr. Kennedy finds an indication of Walter

Scott's proclivity to democracy in the fact that a

number,perhaps the majornumber, of that novelist's

most powerful portraitures are of persons in hum-

ble life. For myself, I see nothing in this but the

instinct of a true artist, who, conceiving of remark-

able and salient characters, places a goodly number

of them in situations where the restraints of

polite life and the veil of cultivated manners are

wanting, andwhere, accordingly, character displays

itself more freely. But this is not my present

point. Iwish to remark upon a current abuse of

the word "democracy." Democracy is a political

doctrine and condition. As a condition, it lies

which lies only in his estate, costume, and coat-of-

arms . It does not assert the equality of homely

worth and gilded worthlessness, but their un-

speakable inequality rather. It does not say that

Greatheart in hodden gray is as much a man as

Noheart in purple and fine linen. As much in-

deed! That is not the tune by a good deal .

"The rank is but the guinea's stamp,

Theman's the gowd for a' that."

Would he say that "yon berkie ca'd a lord" is

gold, and that all men are gold, "berkies" as much

as any? No, the astonished lordling hears that,

beneath golden trappings, he himself is base

metal,-hears it from the guest whom he had in-

vited to his house to entertain his company with

the scintillations of genius, but whom, as being

a peasant and therefore, of course, not fit to sit at

table with himself and his fine friends, he had sent

to the kitchen to dine with the servants. It is

no plea for equality to which he listens, but the

notes of proud and just disdain. Rank is ad-

essentially in universal suffrage, with the delega- | mitted, but as the stamp to distinguish gold, not to

give lead the pre-eminence of gold or to make all

metals equal. To call this democratic, as has so

often been done, is simply to throw over the poem

a verbalblanket which conceals,insteadof express-

tion of all authority by popular election; and it

rests upon the doctrine that, so far as concerns

political matters, everyman is the moral equivalent

of every other, therefore entitled to an equal voice

in determining the obligations of a community.❘ing, its meaning. Burns did not sing, A man's

Whoever embraces this doctrine with entire persua-

sion is a democrat fully fledged : whoever inclines

toward it, but without entire and conscious per-

suasion, is a democrat in the egg, that may or may

not chip the shell. Aristocracy, on the contrary,

gives to a limited number aposition of superiority

determined by birth, not by merit,and so contin-

ued in hereditary succession from age to age.

Now, these two systems, diametrically opposed as

they seem, agree in one fundamental particular.

By both, all natural, all real distinctions are ig-

nored. In both alike, knowledge and ignorance,

intelligence and stupidity, nobleness and sordid-

aman for all his being an ass. What he sang is,

in truth, not a political doctrine of any sort.

But, if the word "democracy" be here intruded, it

and the title of all gipsies as well? Why, then,

shall we not say that Mr. Cole and Mr.Johnstone,

inpainting cows with great truth and expressive-

ness, indicate an opinion that these creatures

should be permitted to vote? Nay, since they

paint cows rather than human figures, why must

not we suppose them to think that cows should

vote by preference? Really, we must try not to

see everywhere only the color of our own eyes.

The system we prefer will lose the service of our

wits, when we suffer the very extremity of our pre-

dilection for it to confound them. To avoid this

catastrophe, let us call to mind the case of a man

who shows how little democratic opinion can be

inferred from somewhat more significant than

artistic sympathy; that is, from the strongest and

most appreciative personal sympathy with charac-

ters that owe nothing to birth or fortune. The

two portraits which Carlyle, himself the son of a

peasant, has drawn with most love and delight,

are those of Burns and Johnson, men humbly

enough born; while his greatest hero, Oliver Crom-

well, was a country squire. On the other hand, I

canrecall no instance inwhich he has represented

a lord by inherited title as a great man, unless

Mirabeau, who was a ragged sort of patrician, be

regarded as an exception. Certainly, noman ever

showed a slighter respect for merely titular preten-

sion. But all the world knows that he was far

enough from being a democrat. He contended

that the trulygreat manshould be the governing

man,-the great man being he that has the clear-

est eye to see what ought to be done, and the

highest power to combine the energies of manyin

disciplined order and direct them toward the do-

ing. His idea is not strictly practicable; but it is

one, nevertheless, that through democracy or what-

ever system must be in some tolerable degree real-

ized under penalty. That is no lucky nation in

which little men do the governing, however demo-

cratic its methods. Even Jefferson recognized this,

and claimed it as a chief merit of popular insti-

tutions that they afford, as he alleged, the surest

guarantee for the constant promotion to power of

those whom he called "the natural aristocracy."

Perhaps he thought it but for the hour in which

he waswriting to John Adams; for he was pre-

eminently one of those concerning whose deliv-

erances we must consider, not simply what was

said, but who was addressed. And yet the claim

might prove not altogether unfounded, were nat-

ural standards and real distinctions kept always

and clearly in view, or were we less disposed to

flatter the system we favor than to supply its defi

ciencies and redress its one-sidedness from the re-

sources of mind, in open communication with that

fulness of all truth which is contained, or to be

contained, in no institution whatever.
The foregoing is preliminary to a short homily,

which I propose to deliver in the next number of

D. A. WASSON.

The Index.

POE : THE POET AND THE CRITIC.*

Thirty-five years ago (on the 7th of October,

1849), Edgar Allan Poe-friendless almost and

destitute quite-died in a Baltimore hospital. For

every year which has since elapsed, we have had a

is so yet more flagrantly when an occasion to apply biography of the poet; designed to show why this
it is found in the mere fact of an artistic or dra-

matic sympathy not confined within the strait lim-

its of a conventional system, or even of a creative

imagination more at home in the cottage than in

the castle or court. Can one really believe that

Scott in conceiving and portraying the character

of Meg Merrilies,and in giving her a place of such

importance in his plot, signified, even remotely, an

opinion of the gipsey's fitness and title to vote,

childof genius, happily born and kindly nurtured,

lived and died as he did live and die; making

self- will or will-weakness, pride or vicious inclina-

tions, ill-fortune or besottedness responsible for

what is alleged a life failure. Widely variant as

each estimate of the poet's life andwork is, self-

contradictory in statements and conclusions as

*Read before the Northern and Southern Club at Port-

land, Me. , Oct. 22, 1884.
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most of them are, no one of these biographies

discovers to us the man, and none is worthy the

acceptance of this later generation. We maygrat-

ify a proper pride in the remembrance that the

poet Willis-himself one of Poe's truest friends-

gave to the world the most comprehensive and

appreciative of these numerous estimates of Poe's

genius and character; but the imperfections which

mar the beauty of Willis' essay even-and its

brevity is one of these-serve in their way to em-

phasize the statement that Poe's biography is yet

tobe written.

The world has waited long and impatiently for

this ideal biography of its idol; but into this

wearisome time of waiting compensations have

come. We understand Poe, as most of his contem-

poraries could not understand him. Time has re-

lieved us from the necessity of defending him.

The symmetrical beauty of his character is appar-

ent tous. Thatwe mayknow and love the man,

it is not now necessary that we should look at

himwith partial eyes, but that we should see him

as he truly was. The mists have cleared away.

The shadow of the man has melted into thin air ;

and the man himself, great and godlike, stands

before us, proudly uncompliant, yet tenderly re-

sponsive, waiting his laurel crown !

The truth is that like Keats, like Carlyle, Poe

was in advance of his age,-as the man who is,

above all things, original, must always be. Ameri-

can literature, at the time of Poe's entrance upon

the arena, had become little more than a name

and a memory. Bryant with his "Thanatopsis"

had sounded the first note of the revival of letters ;

but Bryant's youthful genius, though it struck out

unhackneyed thoughts, patterned the arrangements

of its works after the prevailing style, so that, at

his appearance, the then "poets" did not at once

take alarm. The "favorite poems" of the day were

utterly dull and thoroughly respectable. Almost

without exception, they were born in lawful

wedlock of Homer's Iliad and Blair's Rhetoric.

The subjects being thus chastely conceived, they

were enwrapped in the dainty swaddling clothes

ofcorrect rhymes and rhythms, and attained their

majority and passed into old age without ever

once freeing themselves from any of these restrain-

ing bonds. In short, it was at this time the un-

writtenlaw of American literature that style must

maintain itself even, if necessary, at the cost of

sense; and that the poetry of the emotions must

be left to the ladies, who made sad work of it. A

personage of Poe's creation sums up the situation

thus:-

"We seldom find ... half an idea in the pro-

foundest sonnet."

Poe threw a firebrand into the camp of the

Philistines . With the masterful instinct of the

truepoet, he made rhymes and metres subserve his

thought, while his thought subserved only the

promptings of a mighty genius. Love was his

choicest theme; and, disdaining the worn-out

similes and the threadbare comparisons with

which his predecessors had adorned their classi-

callycorrect amatory verse, his lines were so vibrant

with passion, so surcharged with sweetness, that

they fixed their place with the great originals from

which other poets had copied. Somewhat more

than this : they took higher place, for they were

more in harmony with the true free thought-

though few there were who exercised it-of the

day in which they were written. As between Poe

and "the poets of the tuckermanities," the old

contest of the present with the past was once more

renewed. The master and the slaves contended,

and Time fought on the side of the master.

Let it be noted and remembered that Poe's atti-

tude and acts in his battle with the little-great

men of his own time were consistently dignified

and manly. His pen was a caustic which burned

that it might heal. Not for the ignoble "love of

cruel sport," which urges so many professional

critics to be severe, did he rebuke the pretenders

to thrones in the realm of poesy, but because he

felt himself the God-appointed guardian of Par-

nassus, the angel set at the gate with a flaming

sword to keep out the unworthy. No man ever

held the poetic faculty in higher honor ; none

ever more sacredly administered his sacred trust.

"With me," he wrote in the preface to his collected

poems, "poetry has been, not a purpose, but a

passion; and the passions should be held in rever-

They must not, they cannot at will be

excited, with an eye to the paltry compensations

or the more paltry commendations of mankind."

Holding allegiance to such a faith, he could neither

hesitate nor falter. His duty was plain : the world

was to adjudicate the pretenders' claims, but the

pretenders were first to be set before the world in

their true light. It was to this work that Poe, in

his capacity of critic, addressed himself; and this

work it was which he steadfastly pursued, though

fame and wealth were with his enemies.

ence.

And then the clouds swept down ! It is sad

reading, the life history of this man, who would

have blessed his fellows, and was cursed of them.

Here on the one hand was a fiery yet sensitive

nature, in which high heroism and the sweetest

tenderness commingled; on the other, the boorish

tastes and low sensibilities of a mob of (miscalled)

literary men. The present outcome of the uneven

contest was certain. He might enrage them, but

he could not better them; for their natures were

not susceptible of improvement. He, with Truth

for his weapon, could arouse in them the unreason-

ing anger of the brute; and they, from behind

their refuge of lies, could send forth baser lies to

cause him the poignant anguish which such a

nature as his alone could feel. It was at the cost

of temporal peace that he gained enduring fame:

rest was for him only in eternal rest.

destiny ; and, not pinched in a corner, not cowards

fleeing before a revolution, but redeemers and

benefactors, pious aspirants to be noble clay, under

the Almighty effort let us advance on Chaos and

theDark !"

WALTERL. SAWYER.

THE STATE AND RELIGION.

Commenting upon a recent editorial in The

Index in opposition to the appointment of a

Thanksgiving Day by the federal government,

the Christian Statesman says : " The Index is always

logical and consistent. We almost always justify

its reasonings, but dissent from its premises. Its

premises, in this case, are these : Christianity has

not been proved to be true; the Bible is not

known to be the word of God to man ; there is

no evidence that nations are dependent on the

favor and accountable to the government of a per-

sonal God. Granting these premises, its conclu-

sion is sound. But take these premises: there is

a living, personal God who is the author of na-

tional as of individual life, and who in his word

commands all nations to worship and obey him.

Atonce, the appointment of a time for the united

expression of thanks for his mercies is seen to be

reasonable and becoming. The Index will not

deny that this is the teaching of the Bible. It is

more honest and candid than those Christians who

hold to the secular theory of government and

ignore its contradiction with the word of God.

The real question then, the only question, is

whether the Bible is true. And we fail to see

how The Index, even on its own principles, can

object to a people who believe in the Bible and

in the government of God over nations, expressing

their belief and acting on their convictions."

Thepeople who accept the theological doctrines

mentioned by our contemporary, whether many or

few, should be, as they are, at liberty to agree upon

and appoint a time for the expression of their

thanks. But there are multitudes who do not

accept these theological doctrines. Their intelli-

gence and honesty are beyond dispute. They help

support the government. Many such have fallen,

and others bear scars of wounds received, defend-

ing in battle their country's flag. Many Chris-

tains there are too, who, accepting as authoritative

the Bible as they understand it, yet believe that

evil only can result from discrimination by the

government in favor of or against any class on

account of any religious or unreligious views, and

who wish to see Christianity depend now wholly

upon its own appointments and the inspiration it

imparts, as it did when its conquests were made

before it was united with the State under Constan-

tine. Supposing the party which the Christian

Statesman represents had the numerical strength

and the power to carry out its purposes, how could

it, with any pretence even of regard for justice

and respect for the rights of man, disregard the

convictions and wishes of all these people whose

interest in the peace and prosperity of the country

certainly will not be questioned ? If the State can

recognize the Bible as the word of God and Chris-

tianity as a divinely revealed system, it may logi-

cally declare what interpretations shall be ac-

cepted, what sect correctly represents Christianity;

and, in using the Church as ameans, it can logi-

cally make a compulsory church law, compelling

all persons above a certain age to belong to and

attend church with prescribed regularity.

Of the man who could thus suffer and thus

endure, we must predicate somewhat more than

obstinacy or self-will. We must admit his posses-

sion of all the finer and higher virtues which may

sway the human breast,--Truth, Sincerity, Cour-

age, Love. We may inquire into his character,

search his works, as we will, yet we shall find

nothing which militates against his possession of

all these. True and sincere, kindly and manlywas

he at all times. Without affectation, without hope

of reward, he held on in his appointed way. If

there seem to have been in his conduct, at times,

variations from the straight path, let us believe-

as we have reason that they were more apparent

than real. So long as we condone the frailties of

Burns, for example, repeat applausively his bac-

chanalian odes, and wink at the misery which his

habits brought to those who should have been his

dearest, we have no right to befoul the memory of

the great American, who-if any one suffered-

suffered in his own person for his faults, and whose

writings trend toward the highest morality. If,

by the same standard for action which we apply to

others, we test Poe, he will need no defence.

Through the weird intensity of "The Raven" ;

the sometimes sibilant, sometimes clangorous mel-

odyof "The Bells" ; the tender pathos of "Annabel

Lee" ; the powerfullycontrasted grief and indigna

tion and aspiration of "Lenore"; the sweet loveli-

ness of "Israfel" ; there breathes a higher strain.

Between the lines, the partial reader sees another

aspiration which Poe might well have made his

own, a trust which every word of his illustrates

and enshrines : "Andwe are now men, and must

accept in the highest mind the same transcendent

"The real question is whether the Bible is true,"

says our contemporary. The general and growing

conviction in these days seems to be that the

Bible, fairly tried by the accepted canons of

historical criticism and examined in the light of

science and common sense, must be regarded as
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of our best periodicals. He is orator, scholar, and

publicist, all in one. He has had two terms of

service in the Senate, and is likely to be re-elected

next month to serve a third term. Now that there

is to be another Democratic administration after a

lapse of twenty-five years, Kansas may need the

services of her distinguished senator at Washing-

ton more than ever. His career serves to remind

us of New England that there is an ampler, vaster

NewEngland in the great Westwhich was settled

by Yankees and indoctrinated with the New Eng-

land spirit. The future triumphs of the de-

scendants of Puritans are to be achieved, and there

such New-England-born men of intellect as Senator

Ingalls didwell to transplant themselves in youth ;

for there they have found environments, physical,

partly true and partly untrue. This conviction is

shared by immense numbers of Christians, includ-

ing many of the most learned and the most

honored of all Christian lands. While Christians

are not agreed as to the dividing linebetween the

divine and human, the inspired and uninspired,

the true and the erroneous portions of the Bible,

and differ as to just what this revelation reveals ;

and while a large and increasing number of intelli-

gent and thoughtful people regard the book as

simply a collection of ancient writings, containing

the history, traditions, and fables, the laws, prov-

erbs, and precepts, the poetry and prophecies, the

prayers and imprecations of a remarkably religious

race,-why should the State assume to decide be-

tween these divergences as to the correct position,

and make requirements and issue proclamations, ❘ intellectual, moral, and political, suited to their

virtually saying to one class, "You are right," and

to all other classes, "You are wrong" ? Rather do

not justice and liberality, as well as the voice of

history and the lessons of experience, teach us that

thesettlement of such questions should be left to

time and research, the State meanwhile favoring

no religious beliefs and opposing none, but pro-

tecting the adherents and the opponents of all in

the enjoyment and advocacy of their views.

The Christian Statesman assumes that Christian-

ity is true; that the Bible is God's word ; that

Jesus Christ is the ruler of nations ; that therefore

our national constitution should be made an evan-

gelical document; and that, in all official acts and

papers, Christianity, presumably as it is understood

bythe Statesman, should be recognized as the na-

tional faith. It believes in compulsory Christian

education in our public schools, requiring all tax-

payers to contribute to the support of Christianity,

in excluding the testimonyof "infidels" from our

courts, rendering them ineligible to office and

probably depriving them of the ordinary rights of

citizenship. The consummation of its purpose

would be the destruction of religious liberty. Of

this, fortunately, there is no great danger. The

present tendency, on the contrary, is toward more

complete State secularization. But the Christian

Statesman represents quite a large class of religious

zealots ; and there is still in this country an enor-

mous amount of religious bigotry and intolerance,

towhich at times they can very successfully ap-

peal in obstructing and delaying liberal reforma-

tory work. "Eternal vigilance is the price of lib-

erty," and it is well to keep an eye on these pious

plotters against freedom and progress.

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

It has been said that a New England man,

weaned early and sent out West, makes the best

type of an American. Wade,Douglass, Chandler,

and Carpenter were New Englanders who made

themselves Westerners by early transplantation.

Senator Ingalls still lives as an illustration of

what a man of Puritan stock can become in the

imperial environment of the great States of the

West. In a Senate too largely composed of mere

millionnaires, he stands out conspicuously note-

worthy for high intellectual qualities. As a de-

bater, he is eloquent, pungent, and formidable,-

in fact, up to the best traditions of the United

States Senate in its palmiest days, before the

encroaching spirit of Mammon had lowered the

senatorial standard of intellect. He went West

in the Border Ruffian period of the history of his

young State, when it was the debatable ground

between freedom and slavery. Thus, he was

trained in the very storm and stress of the slav-

ery conflict. He went fully armed and equipped

intellectually to make his mark. He is not only

one of the leading debaters of the Senate, but he

is a writer whose pen is in request in the pages

capacity, and making possible their careers of

great usefulness and honor.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

We have received, as a specimen of Prang's

Christmas cards, a set of four, representing some

scarlet-robed, comical-faced Christmas elves at

their merry pranks,which, however, are designed

for the pleasant surprise of mortals during the

festive season ofjoy-giving.

A FRIEND writes us, "Dr. Davidson, the most

eminent Biblical scholar in England and the head

and front of the Protestant scholars of the world,

says The Index is edited with more ability than

any American paper he has received, but he has

no sympathy with agnosticism."

THE sanguine lessons of history have ineradi-

cably laid down in human consciousness certain

ideals. They are the guides to general peace. For

man do they appear as self-knowledge, love to

others, sense of duty, veracity. He whose mind

has ripened in those spheres cannot be hypo-

crite, a coward, a reveller, a serf, a niggard, a fa-

natic, a mocker. Adversity incites him not to ego-

tistic anxiety, not to usury, but to the most ener-

getic assistance, to a courageous defence of the

common danger ere it assumes gigantic dimen-

sions. Cowards are in primis those who within

their walls of luxury and splendor revel in effemi-

nating security, who but vegetate in their refined

abundance as higher animals. "Theyhave received

their reward." Wealthy or poor, whoever knows

no higher ideal than to eat, drink, sleep, whoever

canbut meet with lust and selfishness all Friend-

ship, Love, and Beauty, is already punished, as his

heart is dead to the numberless blessings which in

daily intercourse with humanity enchant ever afresh

the pure in mind.-Bostoner Rundschau .

THE following extract from an address of

the president of the Milwaukee Trade Assembly,

to workingmen of that city, as the Haverhill Daily

Laborer, from whose columns we take it, says,

contains a lesson that has a broad application, and

may be thought of with profit by members of

labor organizations everywhere : "We do not take

the full advantage of the means at our command

to help us forward. The things that are of the

utmost importance to us are scarcely noticed,

while others that are useless or positively an injury

to us receive too much of our attention . The

opening of a variety theatre is of more interest

to a majorityof us than the opening of our night

schools. The Police News and periodicals of that

class have a larger circulation among our ranks

than the labor journals that are published for

our interest. We can talk like philosophers about

edge of the laws of political economy or of the

workings of our social system. Our billiard and

pool rooms are crowded nightly, while the public

reading-room has but few visitors."

HON. HARVEY N. SHEPARD, before the New

England Club last Saturday, upon the occasion of

their forty-first dinner in celebration of Fore-

fathers' Day, thus referred to the Pilgrims :-

Strong in faith, cheerful in devotion, large-hearted

beyond their means, wonderfully free from the super-

stitions of their times, social and hospitable, re-

markably tolerant, theymaintained the separation of

Church and State, and established freedom of con-

science. The first to declare the right and duty of

the individual as against both Church and State, they

not only claimed for themselves the right to free

thought and free conscience, but also gave, willingly

and ungrudgingly, to others who differed from them

like respect and freedom. They did not, as the

Puritans , make church membership a qualification

for voting, nor prescribe severe penalties to secure

absolute conformity; but, like the Catholic colonists

under Lord Baltimore in Maryland, they molestedno

manin the free exercise of his own religion. Episco-

palians, Baptists, and Antinomians, fleeing from the

prisons, the whipping-posts, and even gibbets of

Massachusetts Bay, found in the Old Colony a quiet

home. To the Hutchinsonians, they granted a tract

of land, "although they had their errors in as great

dislike as" those from whence they came. To John

Myles and his Baptist flock, they gave a dwelling-

place and a welcome to offices of honor and power.

Roger Williams they made for three years associate

pastor of their church. Only two persons were ever

tried for witchcraft, and they both were acquitted.

In a recent review of Mr. Fiske's brilliant essay

The Destiny of Man, we remarked of the author's

avowed acceptance of the doctrine of immortality

"as a supreme act of faith in the reasonableness

of God's work," that, while a belief in a Supreme

Intelligence "carries with it some implication ,

some slight moral probability at least, that physi-

cal death is not the end of human consciousness,"

we could not reconcile Mr. Fiske's exuberant

declaration of faith with his "repeated efforts in

other works to show that morality, volition, pur-

pose, intelligence, and consciousness are qualities

which the thinker has no right to ascribe to the

Ultimate Reality." We added, "Did not he claim

to be still in accord with Mr. Spencer on this point,

we should think his views had recently under-

gone a radical change." The Commonwealth quotes,

our remarks, and adds : "Mr. Underwood was bound

to state, which he seems to have forgotten to do,

that, whenever Mr. Fiske argues against the right of

the thinker to ascribe morality, volition, purpose,

and so on, to the Ultimate Reality, he is always argu-

ing against an anthropomorphic conception of that

Ultimate Reality; he is arguing always against the

thinker's right to 'posit an external agency which

is in the slightest degree anthropomorphic,' and to

affirm of that external agency that it adequately

represents the Ultimate Reality. " Ofcourse, when

Mr. Fiske "argues against the right of the thinker

to ascribe morality, volition, purpose, and so on,

to the Ultimate Reality, he is always arguing

against an anthropomorphic conception of that

Ultimate Reality," in other words, against a con-

ception of the Ultimate Reality which includes

"morality, volition, purpose, and so on, " a proposi-

tion so self-evident that we could not "have forgot

ten" and were not "bound to state" it.

In his Cosmic Philosophy, Mr. Fiske endeavors to

show at length that there are no grounds whatever

for believing that the Ultimate Reality possesses

morality, purpose,design, will, or intelligence ; but

that, on the contrary, the attribution of these qual-

ities to the Ultimate Reality involves palpable ab-

surdities. "If," he says, "harmony and fitness are

to be cited as proofs of beneficent design, then dis-

a game of base ball, but have avery limited knowl- cord and unfitness mustequally be kept in view as
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BOSTON, DECEMBER 25, 1884.

THE INDEX is published every Thursday, at No. 44Boyl-

ston Street, Boston, by an incorporated Board of Trustees

nominated by the Free Religious Association. Terms:

Three follars peryear, in advance.

THE Objects of THE INDEX may be defined by the objects

of the Free Religious Association ; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-

lowship in the spirit, and to encourage the scientific study
of man's religious nature and history"; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks

these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.

It would subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations-the Christian no less

than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

Impartial reason. Itwould thus seek to emancipate Re-

ligion from bondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-

tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

may be put more effectually to the service of a higher

Morality and an improved Social Welfare.

WILLIAM J. POTTER,

BENJAMINF. UNDERWOOD, :::::::} Editors.

NOWRITERS in THE INDEX, editorial or other, are to be

regarded as speaking in behalf of the Free Religious Asso-

ciation as a whole; nor is any writer to be held responsible

for any opinions expressed in its columns except his own.

For all unsigned editorial matter, B. F. UNDERWOOD, the

office editor, is responsible.

evidences of less admirable contrivance. A scheme

which permits thousands of generations to live

anddie in wretchedness cannot, merely by provid-

ing for the well-being of later ages, be absolved

from the alternative charge of awkwardness or

malevolence. If there exist a personal Creator of

the Universe, who is infinitely intelligent andpow-

erful, he cannot be infinitely good; if, on the other

hand, hebe infinite in goodness, then he must be

lamentably finite in power or in intelligence."

"In short, there can be no hypothesis of a 'moral

government' of the world which does not implicitly as-

sert an immoral government [the italics are Mr.

Fiske's]. As soon as we seek to go beyond the

process ofEvolution disclosed by science, and posit

an External Agency which is in the slightest de-

gree anthropomorphic [that has will or intelli-

gence], we are obliged either to supplement and

limit this Agency by a second one that is diabolic,

or else to include elements of diabolism in the

character of the first Agency itself." "When we

speak of intelligence, we either mean nothing at

all, or we mean that which we know as intelli-

gence. But that which we know as intelligence

implies a circumscribed and limited form of being,

adapting its internal processes to other processes

going on beyond its limits." "It is the primitive

fetichistic habit of thought, however modified by

conflict with scientific habits, which furtively leads

us to regard volition as supplying the nexus be-

tweencause and effect, and to interpret the harmo-

nious correspondence in nature as results of crea-

tive contrivance and indications of creative pur-

pose." Again, "The unconditioned Source of the

phenomena which we distinguish as material may

well be neither quasi-psychical nor quasi-material. "

Thus, it is seen that in Cosmic Philosophy, Mr.

Fiske-agreeing with Spencer, whose philosophy

he accepts and ably expounds-argues against the

right of the thinker to ascribe to the Ultimate

Reality any moral or mental qualities whatever ;

and, from that stand-point, we repeat, Mr. Fiske's

argument in favor of immortality based upon "the

reasonableness of God's work" is inconsistent and

absurd. Accepting the hypothesis of an intelli-

gent and moral Author of the universe, one may

consistently argue from the beneficent nature of

that Author in favor of immortality; but if he

denies our right, as Mr. Fiske does, to ascribe

goodness or intelligence to the Ultimate Reality,

and declares it to be unknowable, of what value

is an argument based upon its character ?

For The Index.

THE AGNOSTIC VIEW.

Ibowto no concept of haughtyman,

No tyrantin the skies, no trinity

Of manlike gods whose will created me

Aslave, to struggle through life's fitful span

Andoffer up eternal prayers. The plan

Of all the holy creeds I fling from me

Asvain andidle thought, base imagery

Of that we cannot know. I cannot scan

This mighty cosmos,-space and world and star,

And life on countless globes so wondrous, vast,

Through time's grand cycles in majestic flight,

I cannot see, feel, know alt things that are,

And bow to such as these,-ghosts of the past,

Huge shadows of ourselves that flee the light !

To this Ibow: the Infinite Energy

That lives in all, that breathes throughout all space;

The Self-existent, in whose wide embrace

The myriad worlds revolve in swarms, and we

Are born, grow old, and die. Philosophy,

In its subli ne research, no words can trace

Whereby the mind may grasp its vastness. Place,

Time, cause, design, Lord, God, orDeity

Are transient, earth-born things. Its laws are sure

And steadfast through eternity; they guide

The stars, and people worlds with life ; they teach

Mewisdom, truth, and right, what shall endure,

What perish, all that man can know this side

The silent grave: beyond, no thought can reach.

C. F. DE MOTT.

ALL communications intended for the paper and all

business letters should be addressed to B. F. UNDERWOOD,

theBusiness Manager, 44Boy ston Street, Boston, towhose

order all checks and drafts for THE INDEX should be

made payable. Letters for Mr. POTTER should be ad-

dressed to him, at New Bedford, Mass.

PAPERS are forwarded until an explicit order is

received by the publishers to discontinue, and until pay-

mentof all arrearages is made. The change of date on the

address label is a receipt for renewal, and no other receipt

willbe sent unless specially requested.

For The Index.

SECULARIZATION.

APaper read at the Convention of the Free Religious Asso-

ciation at Florence, Mass., Nov. 20, 1884.

BY FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND.

This does not mean secularism or atheism or

abolition of the churches. It simply means elevat-

ing them to the high position earnestly desired by

their most enlightened advocates, that of institu-

tions supported wholly by free-will offerings, and

carried on with most strict deference to the sacred

rights of individual liberty. In short, seculariza-

tion means having the churches run by the people,

and not letting them run over any of the people.

to swear to anything. Thus, these statutes and

sconstitutional provisions might be entitled "Law

to encourage Perjury and Hypocrisy." Our Mas-

sachusetts statute is, fortunately, a dead letter,

which is a strong reason for its repeal. Nothing

does more to weaken the authority of good laws

actually in force than to adulterate them with

enactments which cannot be executed, and should

notbe.

North Carolina stands, so far as I know, alone

in saying that "all persons who shall deny the being

of Almighty God shall be disqualified for office."

This is a direct attack on the right of every voter to

say who is most fit to guard his interests. Not

many years ago, the opportunity of securing an ex-

cellent governor forNorth Carolina was taken away

by this atrocious law. It is hard to tell whether we

havemorereason to blame or pity the bigotrywhich

condemns men like Mill, Gambetta, and Humboldt

as unfit for any position of public trust. To

say, as six of our States have done, that clergymen

should not hold office, seems to me equally contrary

to the right of citizens to choose their own represen-

tatives. This latter provision is also of interest as

showing that some of our wisest men have thought

that the power of the Church should be checked

rather than encouraged by the State. None of

these disqualifications for office are in force in

Massachusetts, and I presume that all legislation

of this class is a dead letter everywhere. If so, it

ought to be promptly buried out of sight. The

same may be said of our law punishing denial of

the existence or government of God, and exposing

the Bible to contempt or ridicule, with imprison-

ment for not more than two years in state prison

or a fine not exceeding three hundred dollars. Sim-

ilarlaws exist in other States. No onecan seriously

think that writers like Theodore Parker or John

Stuart Milldeserve to be punished as criminals .

They couldhave been underthese laws ; and so could

Martin Luther for saying that the Apostle James

wrote an epistle of straw, and HenryWardBeecher

for telling his congregation of the colored woman

who said she liked to read the Revelation of John,

for that was the only book in the Bible she really

understood. Perhaps it is not safe to tell such

stories. Certainly, I have no right, according to

the law against blasphemy, even to remind you of

Jonah and the whale or Balaam's ass. Attempts

have been made to stop Ingersoll's mouth by this

statute; but the fact is that it would muzzle

Beecher, Talmage, Spurgeon, Collyer, and popu-

lar preachers generally. The religious newspapers ,

too,wouldbe much duller than at present, and the

pastoral visit lose all its charm. Nobody wants

to enforce the law. Why not clear it out of

Nowhere does the nineteenth century surpass

the Dark Ages more gloriously than in having put

an end to burning andmassacring heretics. Noth-

ing is more to our honor as a nation than our

having given up all attempt to produce uniformity

in belief by the labors of hangman, sheriff, and

constable. Every American can believe what he

likes and disbelieve what he likes, go to church or

synagogue, or stay away from all places of worship,

and not have the least fear of being treated as a

criminal. The constitutions of our States contain

ample guarantees against persecution, and its in-

fliction would be so utterly impossible under the

light of public opinion that it makes comparatively

little difference what the law-books say on the sub-

ject. There are, however, some exceptional cases

in which petty persecution is still legally possible.

For instance, there is the statute still in force in

Massachusetts by which the credibility of a witness

may be disparaged on account of disbelief in God.

Pennsylvania, too, has statutes which deny people

who think like Humboldt and Harriet Martineau

the right to protect themselves or their friends by

legal testimony. This discrimination against men

and womenwho are too conscientious to say they

believe what they donot know sufficiently, amounts

to a discrimination in favor of the people willing

the way?

Asecondgreat principle of freedom in which all

our State constitutions agree is that the churches

are to be sustained by free-will offerings, so that

no individual is to be forced to contribute for

ecclesiastical purposes, andnopublic money appro-

priated to aid sectarian enterprises. This princi-

ple, however, like that of not molesting individ-

uals on account of unbelief, has not yet been

carried out consistently. The question whether

church schools are to be aided by the State has

been settled forever within our own remembrance,

and after a struggle in which the founder of The

Index took a prominent part. There are laws

actually in force in nearly all the States, which

annually invade the right of every citizen to his

propertyby compelling him to make contributions

for sectarian purposes. Churches are exempted

from taxation, and this is increased just so much

for the owners of other property. The poor man's

houseor shop has to pay the expense to the State

of protecting costly shrines for the exclusive bene-
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fit of the rich. Only those churches whose seats

are free can, with anypropriety, be called public

charities. No building can be called a public char-

ity which is not open to public use. And there

may still be a question whether an institution car-

ried on mainly for sectarian ends, however openly,

is so plainly a public charity that its taxes should

be remitted by the State. There are many so-

called charitable societies which are only sectarian

enterprises, carried on with too little regard for

the general welfare to deserve exemption from tax-

ation. Why should men be forced to contribute

toward the expenses of any society, whether openly

religious or ostensibly charitable, whose main

object is not to lessen the number of paupers or

criminals or sufferers, but to increase that of Epis-

copalians or Methodists or Baptists ? Corpora-

tions are said to have no souls; and their inten-

tions are not necessarily so holy as to exempt them

from taxation, merely becausethey call themselves

charitable and religious. Only the unsectarian

charities can justly claim State aid. So, again, the

salaries of chaplains in the legislature, army, pris-

ons, and other public institutions, are paid invio-

lation of the principle that no moneycanjustly be

collected from the citizen except for the general

good. Does the welfare of the community require

that the murderer be taught to say, as he mounts

the scaffold, that he is going straight to heaven,

and that he wishes the spectators were as sure to

go there as he is? Are the prayers which usually

open the legislative sessions anything but an

empty form ? Are not the clergymen who live in

the neighborhood of the hospitals, poorhouses,

and prisons, able and willing to visit such of the

inmates as desire it? And is it not better that

each inmate should have the right to see a minis-

ter of his own faith than that a representative of

one single sect should be sent by the State to men

andwomen holding hostile views ? All the money

thus paid by individuals in consequence of the

employment of chaplains and the exemption of

churches and sectarian charities is taken unjustly

by the State, and the amount is great enough to

justify vigorous agitation. The plainest case of

extortion is the exemption of churches, which costs

every tax-payer in Massachusetts, on the average, a

dollar annually, and increases all taxes about one

and a half per cent. Some of us are trying to

have the churches left wholly to that amply suf-

ficient revenue which flows in readily from volun-

tary support. Theywill stand all the stronger and

nobler when they are placed wholly on this basis,

as is the case in California. They cannot teach

pure morality, if they refuse to pay the State what

they owe it for protecting their property. They

do not follow Him who came to preach to the

poor and the outcasts, to publicans and sinners, if

they devote themselves to pleasing the wealthy

and respectable, and therefore spend money so

profusely that they can steer clear of bankruptcy

only by keeping the publican-that is to say, the

tax-gatherer-out. We propose to have the pub-

lican let into the Church. Massachusetts is already

acting more justly than some other States, in tax-

ing religious societies for all their property not

actually used in public worship. We ask the State

to go one step further, and tax all church property

without exception.

Athird great doctrine of liberty is universally

recognized by the States of our Union, in declar-

ing that no preference is to be shown by the law

to any sect or church. But here, too, we have not

yet been able to live up to our principles. Our

Sunday laws, for instance, show a decided pref-

erence for the opinion of a few sects over that of

sensible people generally. Massachusetts may

justly be required to cease to set up ten-dollar

and fifty-dollar fines, like scarecrows, against

working, travelling, hunting, fishing, dancing,

going to the theatre, etc. There is no object more

proper for petitions from all the States than to

have our letters as promptly and frequently carried

anddelivered on Sunday as during the rest of the

week. It is a mockery of religion as well as of

justice to have Sunday set apart as a day on which

a manwho will not pay his debts can show him-

self in public without danger of legal process .

The law invalidating contracts made on Sunday

seems to take it for granted that the best way to

save men's souls is for the State to curtail their

chances to save their property. There are possi-

bilities of real injustice to honest people, suggested

by the story of the young manwho repudiated his

matrimonial engagement,because it was aSunday

contract. I am willing and desirous to have Sun-

day a holiday, but I think it would remain so with-

out the existing laws.

We all know, too, that the Anglican version of

the Bible is used in our public schools, and not as

a text-book or a means of teaching morality, but

as a symbol of religion, a sacrament. And this

is an unconstitutional discrimination, not only

against the Baptist, Unitarian, and Roman Cath-

olic translations,but also against the disbelief of

the Jews in the New Testament, as well as against

the strong conviction of all Roman Catholics and

free thinkers as well as many Unitarians, that the

Bible is wholly out of place in a public school.

The Roman Catholic, of course, wishes no relig-

ious instruction or influences for his children ex-

cept from his own priest; and his feelings are

what ours would be, if we were asked to send

pupils to a school where prayers were offered to

the Virgin or worship was regularly observed ac-

cording to Jewish, Moslem, or Mormon ritual. It

is greatly to the credit of the Roman Catholics

that theyhave been so patient under this injustice.

No wonder that they keep on asking for schools

in the interest of their Church, when the Protes-

tant insists so obstinately, not only on his Bible,

but on his most sectarian hymns. In fact, the

hymns have much more effect than the Bible ; and

it is strange that liberal people can quietly suffer

so much Orthodoxy to be openly taught their chil-

dren at their own cost. It is high time for us to

say plainly that reading the Bible in the unrevised

version, and following it up with orthodox hymns,

is simply using public money for sectarian propa-

gandism, and no longer to be allowed. Extracts

from the Bible might properly be employed in

ethical culture ; but the sacramental use of the

Bible, according to the custom followed in the

churches,cannot be permitted to teachers paid by

general taxation. So clearly unconstitutional are

our school laws in this respect that we may any

day see the practice abolished by a decision of

the Supreme Court of some State whose citizens

press the issue.

Such a compulsory shutting up of the contro-

versy is, however, much less desirable than to have

it satisfactorily ended, after full discussion, by the

free choice of the voters, ordaining that sectarian

preferences shall henceforth be excluded from our

public schools. The observance of Thanksgiv-

ing and Fast Day is certainly in the interest of

those citizens who belong to the so-called evangel-

ical sects rather than of those who do not, and

who usually have good reason to protest against

the wording of the proclamation. The most

objectionable case of sectarian preference, how-

ever, besides the religious use of the Bible in our

schools, is the compulsory observance of Sunday.

Let us hasten the time when all sects and religions

shall become fully equal before the law.

If those provisions of our state constitutions

which guarantee that no preference shall be given

to one form of faith above another, that public

moneyshall not be appropriated for sectarian pur-

poses, and that peaceable citizens shall not be mo-

lested on account of their belief or unbelief, were

really carried out consistently,we should have no

more laws discriminating against the credibility or

capacity for office of atheists and agnostics, punish-

ing honest and manly expression of opinion as

blasphemy, forbidding Sunday travel or labor, in-

creasing individual taxation on account of the

exemption of churches and employment of chap-

lains, and presenting asectarian translation of the

Bible for the religious reverence of the children

in our public schools. All this part of the great

war for religious freedom can be waged on consti-

tutional ground. Aword or two of the letter of

the constitutions mayhere and there have to be

improved, but their free spirit will thus become

only more clearly manifest.

There is a fourth principle, however, which is

not adequately recognized by the constitutions of

any of our States. Their framers, while will-

ing that there should be no superiority of sect to

sect, were in general desirous that there should be

a decided preference expressed for religion in some

shape over irreligion. Thus, Connecticut, Dela-

ware, Maryland, and Massachusetts plainly declare

that it is the duty of every man to worship God.

Most of the constitutions beginby acknowledging

his existence ; and there is not a single State which

does not sanction the taking of oaths, and thus

declare that religious hopes and fears have a higher

claim on the conscience than the moral law, which

bids us speak the truth always without regard to

self-interest. Ourlawshould say with Shakspere:-

"I'll take thy word for faith, not ask thy oath:

Who shuns not to break one will sure crack both."

The State has no business to try to teach theology.

Government exists for the political good of the

governed, not the spiritual welfare. No State can

have any just authority over the soul. The first

duty of the State is to protect the lives and prop-

erty of the citizens. Some high authorities, like

Herbert Spencer, argue that it has no right to do

anything more ; for the libertyof eachhasno just

limit but the equal liberty of all. If that is the

case, the State has nothing to say about religion.

Perhaps we may cautiously advance a little farther

on rather dangerous ground, and admit that the

State has a right to raise money to keep up roads,

bridges, schools, public libraries, and a few other

institutions open to all citizens, without regard to

their religious peculiarities, andplainly serviceable

to the whole community, doing for each citizen

what no one can do so well for himself. The

peculiarity of religion, however, is that each soul

can best minister to its own needs. Does the

Roman Catholic seek to have his spiritual wants

relieved by those whom he calls heretics? Does the

Protestant look for light to the Church of Rome,

or the come-outer to any sect or church ? Does

the Jew want Christians to provide for his relig-

ious needs? What can a State in which the rul-

ing majority is Protestant do for Jews or come-

outers or Roman Catholics, except to leave them

alone ? Only when the State keeps on its own

ground, and lets the churches and synagogues

take care of their interests without a word of

preference, does it hold the position which most

surely entitles it to the love of all its citizens. It

is the State which has no religious aims or prefer-

ences which can most confidently ask for the sup-

port and reverence of all the people, without dis-

tinction on account of belief or unbelief. The

welfare of the State demands that it stand above

all religious differences and sectarian strifes. And

thus it becomes the fountain of laws which all
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good men wish to enforce, the throne of moral

authority which all citizens,even the wicked, must

alike revere. Is the State to step down from this

high position, in order to prop up the churches ?

All experience has shown that the churches are

most pure and usefulwhen they owe their whole

support to those who believe in them sincerely and

disinterestedly. It is not likely that the churches

will be given up, at least for many centuries ;

but it is highly important for the whole commu-

nity that they should prosper in proportion to their

services to the people,and should not to the small-

est extent be kept up by public money and patron-

age, contributed as a matter of course, whether

they deserve it or not. Let every church live on

what its own members offer, and do what it can in

return to give them heavenly riches. Let the State

confine itself to taking care of our earthly inter-

ests. This is certainly all that our Presidents and

Governors and Legislatures are able to attend to ;

and, if they seek to do more, it can be only to

accomplish less. All history shows that when the

Church has been most lavishly pampered and pa-

tronized by the State she has been most corrupt.

Our prosperity as a nation has been largely due to

our increasing success in making the Church and

State each stand squarely on its own ground and

do its work without interfering with the other's

privileges. All our legislation must ultimately be

brought into conformity with the principle of com-

plete independence of Church and State. This re-

sult is as loudly called for by the economiclaw of

division of labor as by the great principle of relig-

ious liberty. The true interest of both State and

Church requires that each should take full posses-

sion of its own peculiar field.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE WAY TO IMPROVE THE RACE.

Editors of The Index:-

What one knows and can domay be very short of

what one is capable of knowing and doing. There

being no truth more universal of the race than the

above, the practical and foremost duty of the day is

not one of breeding a higher type of man so much

as one that will enable men to use more effectually

the talents they already possess. If there is a de-

mand for a higher type of the human race, the way

tomeet this demand most successfully is in making

the very best provision possible for the present type

of humanity. If the children of the world were

properly fed, clothed, and sheltered, and educated ,

and trained to habits of industry and true recogni-

tions of each other's rights and duties,they would be

so far above their parents that they would claim to

bebornof their teachers . JOELDINSMORE.

DISCRIMINATION.

Editors of The Index:-

Iread years ago Burnap's paper on discriminating

between principles, opinions, and phraseologies, and

was edified by it. I ask now the question whether

we should not discriminate between the character of

Jesus and his mistakes.

In allhuman history,we know of no better instance

of unbounded love than that of Jesus. The happi-

ness of mankind depends very largely upon indis-

criminate love, love for the good and the bad, love

for one and all. We will sing joy to the world for the

character of Jesus. But, if his mistakes haddied with

him, as they do with most of mankind; if his admirers

had discriminated between his character and his mis-

takes, we should not have had so much bigotry, in-

tolerance, fanaticism, and wretchedness . All his mis-

takes have been adopted and perpetuated as of equal

importance with his character. His mistakes con-

cerning poverty, his Messiahship, his second coming,

the doom of the wicked, the necessity of baptism,

the supremacy of Cæsar, the existence of Satan and

of demons, have been foundations and authorities

most tenaciously upheld by conflicting sects. Man-

kind will not become a mutual admiration society,

with love one for another, until they shall discrimi-

nate between the character of Jesus and his mistakes .

W. G. BABCOCK.

lost many of its best members, I need not say

here. If the League will prosecute vigorously its

legitimate work of secularization, and drop other

issues, I shall gladly overlook the past. Neither

that organization nor another, which has unfor-

tunately done nothing but publish an admirable

pamphlet, "The Provisional National Association

for the Secularization of the State," can do more,

however, than might be accomplished by the Free

Religious Association. It is nearly twenty years

since it began its great work of purifying religion

and binding all who profess its various forms to-

gether in bonds of brotherhood. This has already

been so far accomplished that the most zealous

members have often asked, "Cannot the Free Re-

ligious Association do something more ?" Last

summer, the Christian Register inquired, "What is

your organization going to do, which cannot be

done better by the American Unitarian Associa-

tion?" The members of the Free Religious Asso-

ciation can answer, We are going to secularize the

State. We expect much help from Unitarians, but

we are aware that some of them are unwilling to

aid us; and we are sure that the American Unita-

rian Association will not consider this any part of

its legitimate work. We are united in our desire

to increase religious liberty, and to sweep away all

laws which infringe upon it, whether by compel-

ling unwilling contributions for sectarian purposes,

by discrediting atheists in court, by enforcing Sab-

batarianism, by excluding unbelievers from office,

by punishing free speech as blasphemy, or by set-

ting up the Bible to be worshipped in our public

schools. All these abuses must be reformed before

religion can be called really free. Our constitu-

tions and statute-books must be purified, not only

of these relics of the Dark Ages, but of all phrases

requiring the observance of Sunday and the taking

of oaths. Expression of faith in the divine exist-

ence may be highly proper elsewhere, but it can

have no place in the official utterances of the State.

In order to free religion from governmental con-

trol, we must confine the State to its legitimate

business of protecting life, liberty, and property,

and doing simply what we all wish to have done,

but none of us can do well enough for ourselves.

These great reforms lie before us. Itmay take

a centuryto carry them out; and,when they are

accomplished, our Association can still find work

enough to do. An endless and glorious future lies

before its members, rather let me say before all

who believe inliberty and morality, who love free-

dom of thought and speech, who delight in reform

and progress. But let us not look so far into the

future as to overlook the pressing reforms that

stand close at hand. Two petitions have been pre-

pared by the Secularization Committee of the Free

Religious Association, as authorized at the annual

meeting, in hope of hastening on reforms for

which some of us have already asked in vain, and

for which we shall keep on asking until justice

triumphs. These petitions ask the taxation of

churches and the repeal of the statute discredit-

ing the testimony of unbelievers. I invite all who

believe in these reforms to help me circulate the

petitions. I beg those who really feel an interest

in this work to assist it bypecuniary aid. I im-

plore all my friends to keep, not only these special

measures, but the general interests of seculariza-

tion dear to their hearts. The struggle with

vested interests must be long and bitter, but vic-

tory is only waiting to crown the champions of

freedom and justice.

Deeply religious men, like Harris, Garfield, Bry-

ant, Collyer, Savage, and Hale, have spoken ear-

nestly for the complete separation of Church and

State. The first organized effort in America

began when one of the purest and noblest of re-

formers, Francis E. Abbot, announced in The

Index for Jan. 4, 1873, those nine Demands of

Liberalism soon to be incorporated in the Liberal

League. They run thus :-

THE DEMANDS OF LIBERALISM.

1. We demand that churches and other ecclesiastical

property shall no longer be exempt from just taxation.

2. Wedemandthat the employment of chaplains in Con-

gress, in State Legislatures, in the navy and militia, and in

prisons, asylums, and all other institutions supported by

publicmoney, shall be discontinued.

3. Wedemand that all public appropriations for educa-

tional and charitable institutions of a sectarian character

shallcease.

4. We demand that all religious services now sustained

by the government shall be abolished; and especially that

the use of the Bible in the public schools, whether ostensi-

bly as a text-book or avowedly as a book of religious wor-

ship, shallbe prohibited.

5. We demand that the appointment, by the President of

the United States or by the Governors of the various States,

ofall religious festivals and fasts, shall wholly cease.

6. We demand that the judicial oath in the courts and

inall other departments of the government shall be abol-

ished, and that simple affirmation under the pains and

penalties of perjury shallbe established in its stead.

7. We demand that all laws directly or indirectly en-

forcing the observance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall be
repealed.

8. We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement

of "Christian" morality shall be abrogated, and that all

laws shall be conformed to the requirements of natural

morality, equal rights , and impartial liberty.

9. We demand that, not only in the Constitutions of the

United States and of the several States, but also in the

practical administration of the same, no privilege or

advantage shall be conceded to Christianity or any other

special religion; that our entire political system shall be

founded and administered on a purely secular basis ; and

that whatever changes shall prove necessary to this end

shall be consistently, unflinchingly, and promptlymade.

These demands cover substantially the same

ground as this essay. Why they were not pressed

by the Liberal League,and whythat society has

WHO best can suffer best can do.--Milton .

ALL true work of a man, hang the author of it on

what gibbet you like, must, and will, accomplish

itself. Carlyle.

RELIGION A JOYFUL THING.--A correspondent of the

Montreal Times , whom we take to be Capt. R. C.

Adams, is writing very pleasant descriptions of what

he has seen and heard in making the rounds of the

churches of that city. At the St. James Street Meth-

odist Church, he lately heard Mrs. Pearson, ahand-

some English lady, speak from the pulpit. "TO

watch," he says, "her glowing, rosy cheeks, bright

eyes, pearly teeth, as she utters the terrors of hell and

damnation, the warning seems almost pleasurable ;

and, when she appeals to you with a beaming smile to

come to Jesus, you feel you would like to do so, just

to oblige so charming a lady. But, as a terrifier of

sinners, she is not powerful; for the tale of woe from

such a cheery face makes one feel that the speaker

really cannot believe that God is going to torment

forever the vast multitude who do not believe or have

not believed in Jesus as the only Saviour." After

praising the music, the correspondent relates what

he saw after the service : "David said he did not

understand certain things till he 'went into the sanct-

uary,' but it was when I came out of the sanctuary

that I got light as to why young people go to church .

The young men gathered in a line opposite the doors ;

and I counted at one time forty-three on the curb-

stone, and others were on the steps against the

houses. Occasionally, one stepped up to a blushing

maiden, and, hooking his hand under her arm, es-

corted her away in the bright moonlight, doubtless to

discuss sacred themes. A merry laugh came back,

showing that the young pair heartily indorsed Mrs.

Pearson's statement that religion is a joyful thing.

The exit of beauty was closed by a very tall young

girl, who stopped to converse with a taller young

man, who had immense buttons in two rows on his

coat, possibly a policeman. One of the few young

men who had not found a mate then turned to his

comrade and sadly said, 'Well, it is all over now !'



310 THE INDEX DECEMBER 25 1884

They moved to the next corner and said, 'Let's wait

till that tall girl comes along.' I passed them and

went up the hill, with a stream of young ladies, each

being helped up the toilsome ascent by a strong hand

placed under her arm; while cheerful voices showed

that the sermon had not occasioned any alarm as to

future torments. Ireflected. Here is one great secret

of church-going. Is it not a good feature of an insti-

tution that it provides so much social enjoyment,

and such opportunities for the promotion of acquaint-

ance between young people ? Only let proper in-

struction be given upon such occasions, and all will

favor the preservation of the Church, as a useful

factor in social and mentalprogress."

BOOK NOTICES .

JOHN ADAMS. "American Statesmen" Series . By

John T. Morse, Jr. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin &

Co. Price $1.25.

Mr. Morse has given us in these three hundred and

thirty pages, in addition to a well-written biography

of the second President of the United States, a com-

pact, impartial, succinct history of the causes that

led to the revolt of the American colonies against

the claims of Great Britain, the ultimate success of

the fight for independence, and a vivid picture of the

state of American politics in the years immediately

following that hard-won success. The biography

strikes the reader as a remarkably conscientious

piece of literary work. The faults as well as the

virtues of the old patriot are clearly shown and com-

mented upon. His rashness, impetuosity, egotism,

and jealousy of his compeers are shown to be not in

the least incompatible with his sincere patriotism,

unswerving honesty, sagacious statesmanship, untir-

ing industry, and sturdy independence of thought on

all matters, including religion. There is a warning

lesson conveyed to all ambitiousyouths in this record

of a singularly successful and brilliant life, exhibiting

as it does how full of hard work, turmoil, disap-

pointment, and annoyances the most apparently glori-

ous careers are capable of being. A leading member

of the first American Congress, one of the committee

chosen to draft the Declaration of Independence,

thrice appointed as the representative of America to

foreign nations, elected to the first Vice-Presidency

and made the second President of the United States,

in addition to various smaller honors, one would

think his cup of happiness had been full to overflow-

ing; and yet that he was far from being satisfied the

record of his life plainly evidences. Every high office

brought with it its own peculiar inconveniences ,

trials, andhardships. There is no effort at fine writ-

ing in this work. Its style is plain, lucid, and sensi-

ble; but it is admirably well fitted to give just and

true ideas as to the beginnings of this government to

young students of history .
S. A. U.

OUR GREAT BENEFACTORS. Short biographies of the

Men and Women most eminent in Literature, Sci-

ence, Philanthropy, etc. Edited by Samuel Adams

Drake. With nearly one hundred portraits emble-

matically embellished. Boston: Roberts Brothers .

1884.

Mr. Drake is an unwearying book-maker; and, in

the present instance, he has resorted, as did Raphael

and other famous artists, to a company of under-

workers in the performance of his work. Few, if

any, of the biographical sketches are his own. They

are "the joint production of many writers," and are

of unequal value. The scheme of the work is Mr.

Drake's, and it is well conceived. What is aimed at

is "an abstract and brief chronicle" of the most help-

ful men who have been active since the introduction

of the art of printing. No strictly military heroes are

admitted. Literature and art furnish the greatest

company. It contains some whose places might have

been better filled,-Hannah More, but not George

Eliot; Southey, but not Tennyson! Some who are

here with fullest right seem to demand the presence

of others. Why Dickens and not Thackeray ? Why

Longfellow and not Emerson ? Theodore Parker and

John Brown are conspicuously absent from the de-

partment of "Philanthropy." In "Philosophy," we

haveRoger but not Francis Bacon! And Immanuel

Kant is wanting, though his philosophical profundity

does not prevent his being the subject of a very

interesting personal sketch. Other omissions might

be named; but it would be ungracious to name them

where so much is given, and generally that which

could not be left out. The book is one for boys to

read. They cannot learn too soon something about

these benefactors of the race. The portraits are not

flattering; and the way in which they are"emblemat-

ically embellished" is not beautiful, though it is in-

genious insome instances. The omission ofDarwin's

name from the catalogue of "Science" is an omission

so astonishing thatwe have reserved the mention of

it for our closing word.

THE Almanac issued in the joint interests of phys-

ical and mental culture by the Freidenker Publish-

ing Company of Milwaukee, and entitled Amerika-

nischer Turner-Kalendar, is animated by a strong and

noble purpose to bring the German and American

elements of our nation into a closer harmony, which

will enable them to exchange reciprocally their ad-

vanced ideas of political and religious freedom. Few

Americans can show such complete freedom from

superstition and bigotry as may be found in this little

pamphlet, joined with healthy moral feeling and a

lively, good-natured humor, free from all irreverence.

The poetry is particularly good; and the extracts

from Heinzen are remarkably interesting, as are those

in thatcompanion volume, already noticed in these col-

umns, the Freidenker-Almanach. It is to be observed

that the reading matter in the two works is wholly

distinct, except the few introductory pages which

ought tobe in every Almanac. The calendar proper,

or list of days, designed for the Turners, has the ad-

vantage of being in better type than is used in its

companion. Either can be obtained for 25 cents, and

will be found of great value, not only as an astro-

nomical guide and a help to learn German,but as a

teacher of the mostcompletely developed truth.

READERS of the Art Amateur for December natu-

rally looked first for criticisms on two important ar-

tistic exhibitions open during November,-the pict-

ures of Mr. George Fred. Watts in New York

and the illustrations of the Persian Poems of Omar

Khayyamby Elihu Vedder in Boston. They will find

avery interesting account of Mr. Watts and his pict-

ures, with two good woodcuts. This painter seems to

have stepped out of conventional ruts, and to express

his ideas with originality and force; but we have

not had the opportunity of seeing the pictures here,

as we yet hope to do. The English school should be

fully known in all its varied character. Greta gives

a flippant notice of Vedder's pictures, which by no

means does justice to these original and profound

creations . Mr. Vedder has caught the spirit of the

Oriental poems, which, while seemingly expressing

only the lightest Epicureanism, bring out rich over-

tones of thought and philosophy, so that they are

counted by some as religious poems. So Vedder's

pictures, while giving the bacchanal laughter which

mocks at the earnestness of life, present such depth

and beauty in other forms and faces as to reveal the

spiritual permanence which underlies the transitori-

ness of mortal appearances. We wish the Art Mu-

seum could secure these remarkable drawings, so

that they might be thoroughly seen by all who are

interested in American art. Art Hints and Dates

contain admirable suggestions to the young artist , as ,

"It is a great mistake to try to put into a drawing

more than your eye sees in the original," and others

on "The Use of the Claude Lorraine Glass," on

"Saving Palette Scrapings," and on "The Preserva-

tion of Sketches." Practical Lessons in Wood En-

graving, Modelling, Architecture, and Decorations

are continued, and many new publications noticed .

We are grateful to the publishers for not giving us

a Christmas number of hackneyed sentimentalities .

We wish them a prosperous and happy New Year.

THE contents of the December number of the Pор-

ular Science Monthly are as follows: "The Reforma-

tion in Time-keeping," by W. F. Allen (illustrated);

"American Aspects of Anthropology," by E. В.

Tylor, F.R.S.; " School-culture of the Observing

Faculties," by J. C. Glashaw; " Queer Flowers," by

Grant Allen; "Alcoholic Trance," by T. D. Crothers,

M.D.; " The Problem of Universal Suffrage," by Al-

fred Fouillée; " Cannibalism as a Custom," by A. St.

Johnston; "Starvation: Its Moral and Physical Ef-

fects," by Nathaniel E. Davies, LR.C.P.; " The

Chemistry of Cookery," by W. Mattieu Williams;

"The Perils of Rapid Civilization," by C. F. With-

ington, M.D.; "Religion and the Doctrine of Evolu-

tion," by Frederick Temple, D.D.; "Liquefaction of

the Elementary Gases," by Jules Jamin; "The Oil

Supply of the World," II .; "Oddities ofAnimal Char-

acter" ; "Biographical Sketch of Edward B. Tylor"

(withportrait); "Correspondence." "Editor'sTable" :

"Science in School Management"; "TheAbuse ofPo-

litical Power"; "A Jewish Explanation of Jewish

Success." " Literary Notices," "Popular Miscellany, "

"Notes."

THE frontispiece of the Christmas Wide Awake is a

reproduction in eighteen colors, by Louis Prang &

Co., of a water-color by F. H. Lungren, a Merry

Christmas Scene. In addition to this, the holiday

season isduly referred to in the articles : "Wonderful

Christmases of Old," by Hezekiah Butterworth, with

ten illustrations by Lungren; "How Christmas Cards

are made," by M. E. Hollingsworth, with seven illus-

trations by E. H. Garrett; the poems, "Christmas

Day," by Susan Coolidge, "A Christmas Carol," by

Mary E. Wilkins, "December," by M. E. B.; and the

pictures, "The Christ Child" and "A Christmas

Carol," by Hassam. There are also excellent con-

tributions by Charles Egbert Craddock, Mrs. A. D. T.

Whitney, Edwin Arnold, Mrs. Lizzie W. Champney,

Annie Sawyer Downs, Rose G. Kingsley, Mrs. Jessie

Benton Fremont, E. E. Hale, Sarah W. Whitman,

Prof. A. B. Palmer, Yan Phou Lee, and otherwriters.

THE Unitarian Review for December contains the

following articles: "The Unities of Unitarianism," by

Rev. James T. Bixby; "The Hebrew Prophets," by

Rev. R. P. Stebbins, D.D.; "The Revised Version

and its Marginal Renderings," by N. S. Folsom, D.D.;

"The Father of English Protestantism," by Rev.

Nicholas P. Gilman; "Wiclif," by Rev. F. W. Hol-

land; "None Other Name," by Rev. George W.

Briggs , D.D. "Schleiermacher's Sermons" are no-

ticed atlength in "Things at Home andAbroad."

THE Christmas or December number of St. Nicholas

is in no wise an unworthy tribute to the patron saint

of the holidays fromwhom it takes its name. Pict-

ures, poems, and stories are all excellent, and the

outcome of excellent brains. These are some of the

writers who make this number of an always brilliant

magazine for young folks well worth a year's con-

tribution: among poets, John G. Whittier, "H. H.,"

Lucy Larcom, and Christina G. Rossetti ; among

prose writers, Louisa M. Alcott, Mary Hallock Foote,

H. H. Boyesen, Frank R. Stockton, J. T. Trowbridge,

Edna Dean Proctor, and Mary Mapes Dodge.

SCIENTIFIC LECTURES.

PETER ANNET, of England, who lectured very ac-

ceptably before the Parker Memorial Science Class on two

Sundays recently, will lecture for societies on Astronomy,

Geology, Zoology, and philosophical subjects, within an

easy radius of Boston, upon application. For terms, etc. ,

address PETER ANNET,

P.O. Box 2468, Boston, Mass.

LECTURES

ON LEADING REPRESENTATIVE MEN OF OUR TIME,

EMERSON,

HUXLEY,

INCLUDING

CARLYLE,

TYNDALL.

Also, upon the early Growth and the History of Culture ;

Evolution of the Arts ; Origin of Mythology ; The Survivals

in our Present Civilization ; The Aspects and Promis e of

the Time, etc. , will be given where desired this season by

the undersigned.

Address

October 20.

CHARLES D. B. MILLS,

SYRACUSE, N.Y.

The American Lesson

OF THE

Free Trade Struggle in England.

By M. M. TRUMBULL.

300 pages. Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents.

PRESS NOTICES:

"There is no other teaching of Free Trade by example at

all to be comparedwith it....It is as interesting as a ro-

mance."-Chicago Times.

"The author does not deal with statistics, but relates the

story of the contest in such a pleasing manner that it

reads like an enchanted tale."-Omaha Herald.

For sale at THE INDEX office.
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and the Causes of their Motions and

theirLight

FISKE(JOHN). Myths andMythmakers,
Outlines of Cosmic Philosophy.

TheUnseenWorld, and Other Essays ...

FREEDOM AND
FELLOWSHIP IN RE-

LIGION. AVolume of Ten Essays, by

D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow,

Samuel Johnson, John Weiss, O. B.

Frotbingham, W. J. Potter, F. E.
Abbot, J. W. Chadwick, T. W. Higgin-

son, and Mrs. E. D. Cheney, and ad-

dresses by Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

RobertDale Owen, and others..

1.50 JEVONS (W. S.). Moneyand theMechan-1.50

1.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

6.00

JOHNSON (OLIVER). Wm. Lloyd Garri-

son andhis Times. With Portrait and

Introduction by J. G. Whittier

JOHNSON (SAMUEL). Oriental Relig-

ions, and their Relation to Universal

Religion:

1.50

1.75

1.00 HUXLEY(T. H.). Man's Place in Nature, 1.25

On the Origin of Species....... 1.00

LaySermons, Addresses, and Reviews... 1.75
More Criticism on Darwin andAdminis-

.50

1.50

1.25

1.50

DEFOE (DANIEL). Robinson Crusoe ....

DICKENS (CHARLES). Complete Works.

14 vols.. 10.50

DRAPER (DR. J. W.). History ofthe Con-

flict between Religion and Science.....

The Intellectual Development of En-

1.75

trative Nihilism .....

Critiques andAddresses

American Addresses
rope. 2 vols ...

Scientific Memoirs
3.00

Science and Culture .
3.00

Essays. SecondSeries ..
Miscellantes ...

INGERSOLL'S (R. G.) Lectures Complete

inone volume,1,306 pages .......
5.00

1.50

1.50
Representative Men...

1.50

JAMES (HENRY, JR.). The Portrait of a

Lady

English Traits

Conductof Life.

Poems
1.50

1.50 JESUS : HIS OPINIONS AND CHARAC-

TER. The New Testament Studies of

aLayman..

ism ofExchange....

EMERSON (R. W.). Essays. First Series, 1.50

1.50

2.00

PRATT (WM., M.D.). A Physician's Ser-

mon toYoung Men....

PROCTOR (R. A.). Other Worlds than

Ours: ThePlurality of Worlds studied

under the Light of Recent Scientific

Researches . Illus .....

Light Science for Leisure Hours. ASe-

ries of Familiar Essays on Scientific

Subjects

.25

2.50

1.75

The Moon: Her Motions , Aspect, Scen-

ery,andPhysical Conditions. Illus.. 3.50

The Expanse of Heaven. A Series of

Essays onthe Wonders ofthe Firma-

ment 2.00

OurPlace among infinities . A Series of

Essays contrasting our LittleAbode

inSpaceand Time with the Infinities

around us . To which are added

Essays on the Jewish Sabbath and

Astrology. 1.75

2.00 QUATREFAGES (A. de). The Natural

History ofMan.. 1.00

TheHuman Species 2.00

India

China

5.00

5.00

RAPHALL (MORRIS J.). History of the

Jews from 420 B. C. E. to the year 70

C. E. 2 vols... 4.00

LANGE (F. A.). History of Materialism.

3vols..
10.50

LECKY (W. E. H.). History of the Rise

and Influence of the Spirit of Ration-

alism in Europe. 2 vols....

RIBOT (T. H.). Heredity: A Psychologi-

cal Study on its Phenomena, its Laws,

its Causes , and its Consequences ....... 2.00

EnglishPsychology..... 1.50

Diseases of Memory.. 1.50
4.00

1.50
FROTHINGHAM (0. В.) .

"AChrisz

excellent

ADLER(FELIX). Creed andDeed ... 1.00

AGASSIZ (LOUIS). Methods of Study in

Transcendentalism in New England.

With Portrait of the Author.

History of

NaturalHistory. Illus ... 1.50
The Religion of Humanity

Mr.ADI Geological Sketches . First Series ....

Geological Sketches . Second Series.....

1.50 The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of

1.50
Primitive Christianity

W.Char AJourney in Brazil. Illus .......... 5.00 Child's Book of Religion.
For Sunday-

Fer. Mrs.J ALGER(W. R.). ACritical History of the

Doctrineof aFuture Life......

schools andHomes

3.50
Stories from the Lips of the Teacher....

Stories of the Patriarchs
W. Whit

otherwan

ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN-

MENTS..

Beliefs of the Untellevers .

1.50

conta

tarianis

ARNOLD (EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama.

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

The Safest Creed.

Knowledge and Faith ..

Spiritof the New Faith.

Life of Gerrit Smith

Creedand Conduct

1.00
TheRising andthe Setting Faith
Visions of the Future

Prophets
ARNOLD (MATTHEW) . Essays in Criti-

cism..
Life of Theodore Parker.

2.00 GeorgeRipley..
vised Tax Godandthe Bible

1.50

Literature andDogma

Folsom,D

m" ty

BAIN (ALEXANDER). Mental Science:

ACompendium ofPsychology andHis-

tory of Philosophy

Nineteenth Century...

1.50 FULLER (MARGARET). Women in the

Lifewithout and Life within ..

AtHomeand Abroad.
1.50

F.WE TheEmotions and the Will ......
500

Ge
Moral Science: ACompendium of Ethics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS). HereditaryGentus
EnglishMen of Science..

Inquiries into Human Faculty and its
Relations

1.50 Development..
05 :

The Senses andthe Intellect
5.00

Abroad
BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of

Life. 2 vols .

5.00The Beginnings of Life; or, The Modes

ofOriginof Lower Organisms. 2 vols .
5.00

Evolution and the Origin of Life .
2.00

BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous-

name ness
1.50

EatingandDrinking
.75

ent,

some

ays tr

Stimulants andNarcotics .

Our Home Physician : A Popular Guide

to theArtof Preserving Health and

Treating Disease..

The Secret of GoodMemory

The Secret of aClear Head...

6.00

year's

er,"H..

BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. ANovel of New York..

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-

calWorks. Illustrated

1.50

2.50

bek

BUCKLE'S ( H. T.) History of Civilization

inEngland.
4.00

Essays, with a Biography of the author..
1.00

BUECHNER'S Force andMatter

3.25
BURNS (ROBERT) . Complete Works....

1.00
CARLETON (WILL). Farm Festivals.

Illus .

Farm Legends. Illus....
2.00

2.00

RES
Farm Ballads. Illus...

2.00

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

edn
traits andMaps. 6vols .

7.50French Revolution. 2 vols .
2.50

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols ...
2.50

CriticalandMiscellaneous Essays. With
Portrait. 2 vols..

3.50

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With
Portraits . 2 vols ...

4.00

T CHADWICK (J. W.). The Bible of To-day, 1.50

The Faith of Reason
1.00

The ManJesus ..
1.00

CHANEY (G. L.). F. Grant& Co.; or, Part-

nerships. A Story for the Boys who

meanBusiness....
1.25

Tom. AHome Story
1.25

CHILD (LYDIA MARIA). Aspirations of

the World: AChain of Opals........... 1.25
Looking toward Sunset....

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

Appendixby WendellPhillips. With
Portrait..

CLARK (EDW. H. , M.D. ). Sexin Educa-

tion

The Building of aBrain

2.50

1.50

1.25
1.25

1

CLODD (E. ). The Childhoods ofReligions.

A simple account of the Birth and

GrowthofMyths and Legends......... 1.25

COBBE (FRANCES POWER). TheDuties
of Women..... Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY (M. D.). The SacredAnthology, 2.00

TheEarthward Pilgrimage.....
Idols and Ideals...

1.75

1.50
Demonology and Devil Lore. 2 vols ..... 7.00
Emerson at Home andAbroad...

1.50

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture, and

OtherEssays...

The New Chemistry .

GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

erty

GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the

Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6vols .

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-
lessness...

Common Mind Troubles ..

Howtomake the Best of Life ...

GRAY (ASA). Darwiniana : Essays and

Reviews pertaining to Darwinism

Series....

The Study of Psychology, its

Scope, andMethod...

.25 LONGFELLOW'S Poetical Works. 2 vols. 7.00

1.00
1.00 LUBBOCK (SIR JOHN). Origin of Civili-

zation,and the Primitive Condition of
Man...

Pre-historic Times, as illustrated byAn-
cient Remains, and theManners and

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus .. 5.00

300

1.00

12.00

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

2.00

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The
Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants . Illus .....
8.00

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK (W. H.) . Is LifeWorth Living ? 1.25

Social Equality......

Property and Progress

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

MAUDSLEY ( HENRY). Body and Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and
Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

ence toMentalDisorders

Physiology of Mind...

Body andWill: Being anEssay concern-

ing Willin its Metaphysical, Physio-
logical, and PathologicalAspects ...

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-

lyle..

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON). The

Organs of Speech and their Apulica-

tion in the Formation of Articulate

Sounds .

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2 vols . 4.00 MILL (JOHN STUART). The Positive

HAECKEL (ERNST).
The History of

Creation; or, The Developmentof the
Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes. Illus. 2 vols. 5.00

The Evolution of Man. 2 vols........

Freedom in Science and Teaching

HALLOWELL (R. P. ) . The Quaker Inva

sion of Massachusetts.

5.00

1.00

1.25

2.00

5.00

HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy.....

HAMMOND (DR. W. A.). A Treatise on

Diseases of the Nervous System .......

HARDY (ARTHUR S.). But yetaWoman 1.25

HARRIS (J.C.). Uncle Remus: His Songs

and Sayings . The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus ...
1.50

HARTMANN (EDUARD VON). Philos-

ophy of the Unconscious. Speculative

Results according to the Inductive

Method of Physical Science. 3 vols ... 9.00

HAWLEY (F. B.). Capital and Popula-

tion: AStudy of the Economic Effects

of their Relations to each other........ 1.50

1.25

Philosophy of Auguste Comte........
PoliticalEconomy

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

1.00

1.00

15.00

1.75

ROMANES (G. J.). Animal Intelligence.. 1.75

The Scientific Evidences of OrganicEvo-

lution

SAVAGE (M. J.). Belief inGod.

Morals of Evolution

Beliefs about Man

Talks aboutJesus

Beliefs about the Bible.....

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her
Riddles

Bluffton. A Story of To-day

SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory

1.00

of Descent and Darwinism. Illus . 1.50

SCHROEDER(DR. KARL). A Manual of

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated from the German. Illus ... 3.50

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs.

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley

Chemistry

Physics

Physical Geography .

Geology.

Physiology

Astronomy.

Botany

Logic....

1.50 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00
2.50

Liberty,both in one vol..
Representative Government.....

ThreeEssaysonReligion.....

MILLS ( C. D. B. ). Gems of the Orient... 1.50
Buddha andBuddhism....

MUELLER (F. MAX). Lectures on the

Science of Language

Chips from a GermanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, andCustoms. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, and An-

tiquities. Vol . IV. Comparative Phi-

lology, Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol. , $2.00;
the set

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation ofthe Dhammapada, or
Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustratedby the Relig-
ions of India

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

Scarlet Letter.....

TheHouseof the Seven Gables 1.28 OORT (DR. H.) and HOOKYAAS (DR. I.).

HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-

ative First Cause

Freedom of the Will

HELMHOLTZ (H.). Popular Lectures on

Scientific Subjects . With anIntroduc

tionby Prof. Tyndall......

Second Series .

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus ...

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment..

Young Folks' History of the United
States

MargaretFuller Ossoli...

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

ingPlace ...

.75

2.00

2.00

4.00

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study of the Bible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges....

Vol. II. Kings and Prophets

Vol. III. New Testament...

10.00

STEWART (S. J.). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatit is andhowit Grew..

STICKNEY (ALBERT). ATrue Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of"Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of
Travels, with one hundred beautiful
illustrations

2.00 STOWE ( HARRIET BEECHER) . Old-

2.50

5.00

town Folks. ANewEngland Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

landStory

STRAUSS (D. F.). The OldFaith andthe

New......

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

owe to each other..

2.00 TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

2.00

2.00

Facts concerning the Science ofSpirit-

nalism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-
five Years ...

1.00 TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

1.50 OSWALD (FELIX L., M.D.). Physical

Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature.....

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

ofthe Christian Religion and the Sig-

nificanceof itsRise andDecline..... 1.00

1.50

1.50
1.25

1.75

1.00

PAINE (THOMAS). Ageof Reason.......

Complete Works ...

PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind

Prayers by Theodore Parker

TheMystery of Pain .....

Physiology for Practical Use ......... 2.25

HOLLAND (F. M.) . Reign of the Stoics.. 1.25 PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of
Stories from Robert Browning

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

1.00 HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The

2.00

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Complete in 16vols ... 20.00

DANA(R. H.). Two Yeare beforetheMast, 1.50

DARWIN (CHARLES). Origin of Species, 2.00
Descent ofMan....... 3.00

1.50

ing....... Paper, 35 cts.; cloth, 50

Autocratof the Breakfast Table....... 2.00

The Professor at the Breakfast Table....
ThePoet at the Breakfast Table......

Poems....

Ralph Waldo Emerson

ElsieVenner

HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-
moirandPortrait. 2vols..

2.00
2.00

2.00

.50

7.00

1.50

1.00

Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools and Families. .75

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS), Outlines of

theReligion and Philosophy of Eman-

uel Swedenborg

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.

With Portraits . 2 vols .

Motion

Fragments of Science.

Lightand Electricity.

Lessons in Electricity.

Hours ofExercise in theAlps.

BelfastAddress...

UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

ures

UNDERWOOD (S.A.). Heroines ofFree

Thought

VOGEL(A.). APractical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ....

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50

1.00

1.75

4.50

VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

WALKER(PROF. F. A.). Wages
3.50

1.25
Money...

4.00

Money, Trade, and Industry .
1.50

4.00 WAVERLEY NOVELS. Completein 6

1.25
Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

2.00
vols. Illus . 10.00

2.00
traits. 3 vols.. 6.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

3.50

FamousAmericans of Recent Times ....

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

2.00
toryLiquor Laws 1.25

The Social Law of Labor.... 1.50

tions. 2 vols . 6.00 WEISS (JOHN). Life andCorrespondenceEmotional Expression...

1.50 PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART). The
of Theodore Parker. 4.00

tion. 2 vols.... 1.50 GatesAjar 1.50
American Religion

1.50

The Immortal Life
1.50Insectivorous Plants Beyondthe Gates.

1.50

1.25 Wit, Humor, and Shakespeaге 2.00ClimbingPlants

Orchids fertilized by Insects 1.75 3.00

Forms ofFlowers...

FertilizationintheVegetableKingdom.

WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

Growth of Language 1.50

1.50
2.00

Vegetable Mould, etc...

Power ofMovement in Plants... 2.00

Travels and Researches

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por

.75

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works,with Portrait 2.00

traits....
1.50

Completeset,13vols ............ 25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays
1.50

.50 Slave Power in America. 3 vols ....... 9.00

Journal of Researches ..

Animals and Plants under Domestica-

2.00

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.). The Lady of the
Aroostook ....

5.00

2.00

The Undiscovered Country .

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a
Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols.....

1.50

DoctorZay

PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newly engraved Likenesses ofSumner.

2vols..

POPE'S Essay on Man

6.00 WILSON (HENRY). Rise and Fallof the

HistoryofEuropeanMorals fromAugus-

tusto Charlemagne. 2 vols.........

LEWES (G. H.). Biographical History of

3.00

ROGERS (J. E. T.) SixCenturiesofWork

and Wages. The History of English

Labor
3.00

Philosophy. 2 vols ..... 4.00

2.50

1.50

Physiology of Common Life. 2 vols .....

The Story of Goethe's Life

Problems of Life and Mind.

3.00

1.50

First Se-

ries. 2 vols... 6.00
1.75

The Physical Basis of Mind. Second

3.001.00

1.00 Object,

2.00
1.00

.50

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

5.00

2.00
1.00

1.00

1.00

2.00

1.25

150

150
1.50

2.00

1.00

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50
Inventional Geometry

.50

Piano-forte Playing
.50

1.50 Political Economy.
.50

2.00 NaturalResources of the United States.
.50

SCOTT'S Complete Poetical Works. Illus. 8.00

2.50 SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols..... 15.00

1.00

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

MemoirandPortrait. 2vols ........

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.) . The Diseases

of Women..

3.50

SMITH'S Ancient History, from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fall of the Western

Empire. Illus. 3 vols.... 6.00

Principles of Biology. 2 vols.
4.00

2.50

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols ..
4.00

1.50

Principles of Sociology. 2 vols...... 4.00

2.50

Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00
Universal Progress.....

2.00

Essavs, Moral, Political, Esthetic...
2.00

1.25 Social Statics..
2.00

Data of Ethics
1.25

2.00
Study of Sociology

1.50
Education

1.25

STALLO (J. B.). The Concepts and Theo-

ries of Modern Physics... 1.75

3.00

.25



312 THE INDEX DECEMBER 25 1884

THE

ROBERT BROWNING

MONTHLY CALENDAR FOR 1885.

Arranged by the Browning Club of Chicago

as an Introduction to the great Thought-
poet of this generation .

Sent postpaid, on receipt of 50 cents, by

THE COLEGROVE BOOKCO .

135 Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Ill.

Orders from the Trade solicited.

ONE MILLION

COPIESwill

soonbesoll

TWENTY

YEARS

OF CONGRESS-By James G. Blaine. The
only history of our Government from 1861 to 1881.

Hon. John S.Wise, M. C. fromVa., says Whoever takes

itup, nomatterwhether he be Mr. Blaine's friend or

enemy, will neverput it down until he has read the
whole. " $200 per month to good agents. Apply at

once, TheHenry Bill Pub. Co., Norwich, Ct.

Y ALL ODDS

THEBEST EQUIPPED
RAILROAD IN THE WORLD.

Let itbe forever remembered that the

Chicago & North-Western

RAILWAY

is the best and shortest route to and from

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

that it is preferred by all well-posted trav-

ellers when passing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

It also operates the best route and the short

line between

Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapolis.

Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison,

Fort Howard (Green Bay), Wis. , Winona,

Owatonna, Mankato, Minn., Cedar Rapids,
Des Moines, Webster City, Algona, Clinton,

Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgın, Rock-

ford, III. , are among its eight hundred local

stations on its lines.

Among a few of the numerous points of

superiority enjoyed by the patrons of this

road are its Day Coaches, which are the

finest that human art and ingenuity can

create; its Palatial Sleeping Cars,

which are models of comfort and elegance;

its Palace Drawing Room Cars,

which are unsurpassed by any; and its

widely celebrated

NORTH-WESTERN DINING CARS,

the like of which are not run by any other

road anywhere. In short, it is asserted that

it is the best equipped road in the
world.

All points of interest North, North-west,

and West of Chicago, business centres ,

summer resorts, and noted hunting and

fishing grounds, are accessible by the vari-

ous branches of this road.

RELIGIO - PHILOSOPHICAL WEST NEWTON ENGLISH & CLASS SCHOOLS BEST HOLIDAY GIFT

JOURNAL.

Established in 1865 .

A Paper for all who Sincerely and

Intelligently Seek Truth with-

out regard to Sect or Party.

The JOURNAL, in the estimation of a large

proportion of the leading authorities on

Spiritualism, stands pre-eminent as a fear-

less,independent, judicially fair advocate of
Spiritualism. It has received more general

notice, and more frequent and higher com-

mendations from intelligent sources, regard-

less of sect or party, than any other Spirit-

ualist or liberal paper ever published: the

records will confirm this .

It owns and controls over five thousand

miles of road, and has over four hundred

passenger conductors constantly caring for
its millions of patrons .

Ask your ticket agent for tickets via this

route, and take none other. All leading

ticket agents sell them. It costs no more to

travel on this route that gives first-class ac-

commodations than it does to go by the

poorly equipped roads.

Formaps, descriptive circulars, and sum-

merresort papers, or other information not
obtainable at your local ticket office, write

tothe

GEN'L PASS. AGENT, C. & N.-W. RY

CHICAGO, ILL.

The JOURNAL is uncompromisingly com-
mitted to the Scientific Method in its treat-
ment of the Phenomena of Spiritualism,

being fully assured that this is the only safe

ground on which to stand.

The JOURNAL is unsectarian, non-parti-

san, thoroughly independent, never neutral,

wholly free from cliques and clans.

| ECTURERS Wanted. See The SUN.

Copyfree. SUN,Box 2483,Kalamazoo,Mich.

Travels in Faith from

Tradition to Reason.

By ROBERT C. ADAMS .

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION :

One Copy One Year,

One Copy Six Months,

Specimen Copy Sent Free.

$2.50

$1.25

Day School for Boys and Girls will begin

Sept. 17. 1884. For catalogue address

NATH'L T. ALLEN, West Newton, Mass.

J. HART & CO.,
BANKERS,

Doylestown, Pa.

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points inEurope. Agency
for the American Line of Steamers.

2,000

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-

called"Twelve Great Pictures of the World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;

Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; AS-

sumption of the Virgin , TITIAN; The Trans-

figuration , RAPHAEL ; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL ; Holy Night, CORREGGIO ; Aurora,

Address all letters and communications to GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS ; The Immac-

JNO. C. BUNDY, Chicago, Ill., ulate Conception,MURILLO.

Publisher and Editor.

TRACTS.

No. 1.-Truths for the Times, by F. E.

Abbot, contains the "Fifty Affirmations"

and "Modern Principles." This especially

has received great commendation from

most distinguished men for the logical

clearness of its statements. New Edition,

Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1.00

No. 2.-Fear of the Living God, by O. В.

Frothingham, exposes the debasing char-

acter of the popular notions of God, and

presents conceptions of him that are wor-

thy of the nineteenth century. New edi-

tion. Price 5 cents ;12 copies, 50 cents .

No. 3.-Lecture on the Bible, by the Rev.

Charles Voysey, of England, is an over

whelmingdemonstration of the imperfec-
tions and errors of the Bible, both in the

Old and the New Testaments. New Edi-

tion. Price 10 cents;12 copies, $1.00.

No. 4.-Christian Propagandism,byF.
E. Abbot, is an exposure of the weakness ,

costliness, and inefficiency of the System

of Foreign Missions. Full of Figures ,

Facts, and Interesting Extracts . Price 10

cents; 12 copies,$1.00.

No. 5.-"God in the Constitution," by
Rev. Arthur B. Bradford, opposes the

proposed Theological Amendment to the

United States Constitution. Price 10 cents ;

12 copies, $1.00.

No. 6. "The Sabbath," by Parker Pills-
bury, denounces Sabbatarian superstition.

New Edition. Price 10 cents; 12 copies,

$1.00.

No. 7.-"Compulsory Education," by

F. E. Abbot, maintains the right of every

child to be educated, and the duty of the
State to ensure it an education. Price 5

cents; 12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 8. The Present Heaven, by O. B.
Frothingham, treats of a subject that in-

terests everybody. New Edition. Price 5
cents; 12 copies, 50cents.

No. 9.--The Christian Amendment, by
F. E. Abbot, shows the dangerous charac-

ter of the attempt to interpolate the Enan-

gelical Christian Creed in the U. S. Consti-

tution. Price 5 cents , 12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 10. The Impeachment of Chris-
tianity, by F. E. Abbot. Sixth Ten Thou-
sand. Sentforfree distribution to any one

whowill distribute it, in packages of from
fiveto one hundred copies .

No. 11.-The God of Science,byF. E. Ab-

bot, attempts to show the real influence

ofmodern science upon the idea of God.
Price 10cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

No. 12.-Is Romanism Real Christian-

ity? Two essays by Francis W. Newman

andF.E.Abbot. Price 10 cents ; 12 copies
$1.00.

No. 13.-On the Vision of Heaven, by

Prof. F. W. Newman, of England, analyzes

the ChristianconceptionofHeaven. Price

5cents; 12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 14.-A Study of Religion : The
Name and the Thing, by F. E. Abbot,

tionofthewordReligion is incorrect; that
attemptstoshowthat the popularderiva-

thepopular conceptions of Religion itself

are inadequate; and that a newconception

of it,basedon the Law of Evolution,con-

sistent with absolute Freedom ofThought,

and independent even of belief in God, is

the necessary condition of the perpetuity
of Religion among men. Price

12copies, $1.00.

No.15.-TheBattle of Syracuse. Two

Essays by Rev. James Freeman Clarke,
D.D., and F. E. Abbot discussing the

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.10; or

any one or more at 20 cts. each (with Cata-

loguewhen desired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee, Wis .

Modern Thinkers,

Principally upon Social Science.

By Prof. VAN BUREN DENSLOW, LL.D.

With Introduction by ROBERT G. INGER-

SOLL. Including critical analyses of

Swedenborg as a Seer, of Adam Smith

as anEconomist, of JeremyBentham as

a Law Reformer, of Thomas Paine and

Junius as Political Revolutionists , of

Charles Fourier as a Socialist , of Her-

bert Spencer and Ernst Haeckel as Evo-

lutionists , and of Auguste Comte as a

Positivist, with an Essay on Wealth in

its Relations to Christian Ethics.

The Fifth Edition has just been issued

"Upon the question of money, this volume

contains the best thing I have ever read."-

R. G. Ingersoll (in Introduction).

"We confess that, if we stood on the
ground on which Mr. Spencer stands, we

should find it difficult to prevent ourselves
from being pushed by the stalwart arm of

Dr. Denslow's logic into the gulf of ethical
nihilism."-Prof. Goldwin Smith.

"Now, the whole force of this case de-

pends upon the assertion of Goldwin Smith
that Dr. Van Buren Denslow is a disciple of

Herbert Spencer. But the assertion is not

true in any sense or in any degree. On the

contrary, Dr. Denslow is an open antagonist
of Mr. Spencer. His essay on Spencer's

Philosophy, first published in the Chicago

Times, while speaking of the man in the

usual terms of perfunctory compliment, as

have also Goldwin Smith and the Saturday
Review, is adverse, carping, and deprecia-
tory on every point that he considers. The

criticism was regarded as so damaging that

Spencer's friends were told they must reply

to it or forever hold their peace; and we

were confidently assured that the last we

should ever hear of Spencer's system was
the thud of the clods that Denslow had

thrown upon its coffin."-Prof. Youmans, in

Popular Science Monthly and in Introduc-

tion to Current American Edition of the
Data of Ethics .

Stephen Pearl Andrews, as political ex-

ecutor of the late Thomas Paine, is as

IN

VARIOUS

STYLES

WEBSTER'S

UNABRIDGED

DICTIONARY OFBINDING

L
A VALUABLE CIFT .

WEBSTER'S A

UNABRIDGED
LIBRARY

DICTIONARY ITSELF

IN

i

A WELCOME CIFT .

WEBSTER'S THE

UNABRIDGED STANDARD
AND

DICTIONARY THEBEST

Now supplied, at a small additional cost, with

DENISON'S

PATENT REFERENCE INDEX.

The latest edition has 3000 more Words in its

vocabularythanare found in any otherAm. Dict'y

and nearly 3 times the number ofEngravings.

G.& C. MERRIAM &CO., Pub'rs, Springfield,Mass.

Sawing Made Easy.

MONARCH LIGHTNING SAWING MACHINE

stove

SENT ON

30 DAYS

TEST TRIAL.

For logging camps, wood-yards, farmers getting out

ove wood, andall sorts oflog -cutting-it isunrivaled,

Thousands sold yearly , Aboy of 16 cansaw logs fast and

easy. Immense saving of labor andmoney. Write

forelegantly illustrated catalogue in 6 brilliantcolors,

alsobrilliantly illuminated poster in 5 colors. All free.

Agents Wanted. Big money made quickly.

MONARCHMFG CO. , (A) 206 State St., Chicago, IL

INVESTORS
should confer with the

WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO. ,

LAWRENCE, KANSAS .

First Mortgage Real Estate Loans paid
in New York. Absolute Satisfaction

GUARANTEED. For reliability, consult Third
Nat. Bank. N. Y. City, or Nat. Bank, Lawrence, Kan.

Security large. Interest promptly paid

Send for pamphlet with testimonials, sample forns, etc.

F. M. Perkins . Pres . N.F lart, L. 11. Perkins, Sec.

J. T. Warne, V. Pres . Auditor. C. W.Gillett, Treas

“ THE RISING SUN " TAPERThinkers and

Utilitarians. Nothing like it. Specimenfree.
RISING SUN, Box 183, Kalamazoo, Mich.

THE ETHICAL MOVEMENT :

Its Philosophical Basis; Its Gen.

eral Aims ; Its Relation to Chris-

tianity, Unitarianism, and Free

Religion.

THREE ADDRESSES BEFORE THE FREE RE-

LIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, BOSTON, MAY 30,

by Messrs. W. M. SALTER, W. L.

SHELDON, and S. B. WESTON.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price 15cents.

THE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

THtising public is respectfully solicited for
THE INDEX. Though the papermustnotbe
held responsible for any statements made

by advertisers, the attempt willbe honestly

made to keep the advertising pages in en-

tireharmonywith its general characterand

fiercely indignant atMr. Denslow's analysis principles. To this end, all improper or
of Paine's politics as Prof. Youmans is at blind" advertisements, all quack adver-
his assault on Spencer's Philosophy. On tisements, and all advertisements believed
the other hand, George Jacob Holyoake to be fraudulent or unjust toany one, will
speaks of the analysis of Paine's political be excluded from these columns.
philosophy as "the most masterly refutation

of it extant, without showing in his words

or in his mind any enmity against the great

agitator whom he confutes."

The late Dr. George M. Beard, of New

York, wroteto the author: "Your critique
on Spencer's Data of Ethics has all the

force of a discovery in ethics, and is of

great value. It deserved to be made the
subject of a separate treatise."

ADVERTISING RATES.

For 1 to 12 Insertions, .

"13 " 25
"

"26 " 51

"52

"

"

10c.perline.

"

8c.

"

6с.

50.

" 66

Onhalf-column advertisements, a discount

of10percent.will bemade; onfull-column
advertisements,adiscount of 25percent.

On all
which cash is

tcent. ontheota above calculated, will,

bemade.

12 copies ofshristianity. Price 10 Cents; BELFORD CLARKE & CO. , Publishers, advertisement for
Address

$1.00.

THE INDEX,

44 Boylston Street, Boston,Mass. CHICAGO, ILL.
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THE Montreal Free Thought Club has happily

utilized the present mania for holiday cards by

issuing for popular distribution very handsome

Christmas and New Year cards, of refined designs,

accompanied by verses or sentiments inculcating

liberal thought from Thomas Paine, R. C. Adams,

Hattie Tyng Griswold, and other writers. Agood

idea!

"THE Brotherhood of Thieves ; or, A True Pict-

ure of the American Church and Clergy," a letter,

by the late Stephen S. Foster to Nathaniel Barney

of Nantucket, has been republished by the author's

old co-worker, Parker Pillsbury, of Concord, N.Η.

The reprint is a close facsimile of the original in

form and general appearance. It was originally

published in 1843, and was a powerful weapon in

the anti-slavery armory.

AT a meeting of the Liberal Union Club, held

at Young's Hotel last Saturday evening, Dr. W. T.

Harris spoke in favor of excluding the Bible from

our public schools. Col. T. W. Higginson urged

the importance of working for the repeal of the

law in this State, under which the testimony of

the atheist is liable to be discredited; and Mr.

F. M. Holland pointed out the injustice of exempt-

ingchurchproperty from taxation. Brief remarks

were made by Judge Holmes, George W. Stevens,

D. H. Clark, J. H. Wiggin, Cornelius Wellington,

and others.

THE Herald of this city thinks the pope was not

in a Christmas mood on the glad anniversary.

"There was," it says, "no trace of 'peace on earth,

good will to men,' in his reply to the Christmas

congratulations of the cardinals. His holiness

'deplored the abnormal position of the papal

see, vigorously censured the Protestants for their

machinations, rebuked the liberal press, andde-

nounced the divorce laws submitted to the Cham-

ber of Deputies. Another day than Christmas

would have been more appropriate for these pessi-

mistic deliverances. It woulddo the pope good to

get out of the twilight of the papal palace and

take a tour through the United States."

REFERRING to the Delmonico dinners,-in cele-

bration by our wealthy respectability, Conserva-

tism and Orthodoxy, of "the starveling band of

despised come-outers who settled at Plymouth,"-

the Boston Transcript observes : "It is well for

self-satisfied respectability and conservatism to

pay the tribute of veneration to radical come-out-

erism, even that of a couple of hundred years gone

by, and even though it may never occur to them

that the come-outerism of to-day may be similarly

honored in the generations that are to come.

must needs result in a little loosening of the soil,

hard trodden by the feet that blindly follow lead-

ership. As for the come-outers and independents,

whether those of two hundred years ago or those

of to-day, it is the very law of their being that

they never care much what others say. If they

did, they would never leave the regular religion

or the regular party."

It

THE Christmas and New Year's Cards for this

season issued by Louis Prang & Co., the pioneers

and leaders in this business, seem to have reached

the acme of perfection in the different departments .

Looking over a specimen collection of these cards,

one is lost in wonder at the variety in form,

the wide range of artistic yet appropriate design,

the wonderful combination of colors, and withal

the delicacy of finish in most of them. This year,

Mr. Prang has, at great expense, called to his aid

the best attainable artistic talent. Among those

whohave contributed designs to this season's pro-

ductions are such artists as G. B. Le Fanu, J. W.

Champney, Walter Satterlee, W. Hamilton Gibson,

W. H. Beard, Dora Wheeler, A. F. Bellows, Mrs.

Sarah E. Whitman, Harry Beard, MissL. B. Hum-

phrey, E. B. Bensill, Mrs. E. T. Fisher, Miss F.

Bridges, A. Sandier, W. L. Taylor, Mrs. O. E.

Whitney, Geo. Merwanjee White, Miss L. B.

Comins, Mrs. M. B. O. Fowler, J. F. Murphy, Miss

V. Gerson, H. Giacomelli, and H. Winthrop Peirce.

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

and would make the "devotional" feeling in many

cases subserve their evil purposes. What we need

in legislators is intelligence, education, common

sense, and strict attention to the public interests.

The legislative hall is no place for a "devotional

meeting." It is the place for public business, for

the public good. Perhaps Mr. Johnson would

have a silent devotion of an hour or half an hour !

That would, in one respect, be an improvement on

the ordinary prayer of the chaplain; but it would

involve the infliction of unmerited punishment

upon some, and might increase the power of mis-

chief of others, for

"Satanfinds some mischief still

For idle hands to do."

THE unjust and cruel treatment of the Chinese

in this country is not limited to those communi-

ties in which the Chinese question is a burning

social problem. In this city, assaults are made

upon them frequently; and the protection afforded

them by the police, of which they are greatly in

need, owing to a disposition of roughs to perse-

cute them, is less than is given to any other class

of our population. In some instances that have

fallen under our notice, the policemen called upon

showed indifference to the assaults, if not in sym-

pathy with the assailants. E. Toy, an American

citizen of Chinese birth, in business in this city,

writes thus to the Boston Daily Herald : "It seems

to me very queer and unjust that a hard-working

Chinaman and citizen cannot be protected from

the many depredations committed on him by the

hoodlums who make his life miserable. A week

ago last Sunday, a pane ofglass in my store, No.

37Broadway extension, valued at $5, was broken.

I immediately went in search of an officer. As I

was going along the extension, I was attackedby

the mob which had by this time collected. In the

scrimmage that followed, I received a black eye.

In addition to this, I had $28.50 stolen from my

inside coat pocket. The party who committed the

assault I had arrested, and I thought that I would

have redress in the municipal court; but, for some

reason or other, this party was discharged. Seven

years out of the eighteen which I have spent in

the United States, I have been in business in this

city. Three years ago, Iwas naturalized, and hold

my papers to-day. Now, I do not speak for

myself, but also for the rest of my countrymen,

who are troubled in the same manner. It seems

to me that we who are the least source of trouble

to the Commonwealth should be protected." The

ill-usage of the Chinese living in this city shows

that there is a public opinion which is either unin-

formed or callous to wrong done repeatedly to

a small class of the community for no other

reason than that they are Chinese and have

methods of living differing in some respects from

our own. We have read much about the Chinese's

hatred of foreigners, whose ill-treatment in the in-

terior of China is often mentioned as an indica-

tion that the people are on a "low plane of civili-

zation." Had we not better turn our attention to
some of the indications that the "plane" we are

on is not thehighest possible ?

SAYS the Springfield Republican : "Oliver John-

son desires that there shall be no legislative chap-

lain appointed henceforth, for reasons reverential

to Christianity and the usage of prayer; and he

proposes that, instead of the perfunctory opening

with prayer, the Christian members of any legislat-

ure substitute a daily devotional meeting of an

hour or half an hour, to be held in the legislative

halls, thereby 'to quicken the consciences of the

tempted, to abate partisan feeling, and promote

a public sentiment favorable to just legislation.'

He thinks 'men holding bribes would flee in dis-

may' from a legislature so protected with spirit-

ual preparation and the answering presence of
God, and asks which of the State legislatures will

be first to try his plan." Think of it! The aver-

age legislature of these days spending an hour or

half an hour at a daily devotional meeting ! "Men

holding bribes," insteadof fleeing in dismay, would

be the most regular attendants at such meetings,
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NEW YEAR'S PROSPECTING.

It is the wont of The Index to pass from the old

year to the new, and from one volume to another,

without specially marking the transition. It has

no new prospectus to issue and does not reprint

anold one. Several of its "esteemed contempora-

ries," of various religious persuasions, have con-

tracted the habit of coming out at this holiday

season with a special number in gay-colored cov-

ers, and with a good deal of promise concerning

the future, and nota little self-complacent glorifi-

cation over their enterprise. We do not call in

question their right to this species of self-celebra-

tion, to this holiday tone and attire : though we

have noticed that generally they fall into the old

gait again soon after the new year is entered, and

thenwe have thought that, after all, the old gait

is best, unless some of the new promises can

really be fulfilled. Even our usually staid and

sober neighbor, the Christian Register, which is

approaching its threescore years and ten, appeared

this season in the disguise of a garb verging

toward "yellow-covered literature," and of cos-

metics that happilybut ill concealed its wise and

venerable age. The Index has not such friskiness

of nature, but keeps its steady mien and its own

natural every-day dress through Christian and

Roman Saturnalias and Easter festivals and all

the denominational carnivals. Though still young

in years, it aspires to that rational kind of dignity

and authority of which it is said that "wisdom is

the gray hairs unto men." None the less, The

Index wishes all its religious contemporaries, what-

ever be the color of their covers or their creeds,-

blue, green, red, or yellow,-a Happy New Year;

and also all the success, not perhaps that theymay

wish, but (we will be sincere) all that they deserve

and rightly earn !

With this amiable and considerate spirit toward

all the rest of the world, The Index has,however,

on this New Year's day something to say for itself.

This is its fifteenth birthday. Its most sensitive

friends will excuse it, therefore, if to-day it departs

from its usual modest reticence, and talks a little

of its own aims, desires, and ambitions. It has,

indeed, no new promises to make, but frankly asks

that expectations of its future, at least for the

coming year, be measured by its present perform-

ance; and it has the assurance to think that this

will give ample ground, not only for its holding

the place it now has with its constituency, but for

its presenting increased claims to the attention

of the liberal public. If compliments and com-

pliments from sources which make them mean

something-would pay printers' bills, The Index

would have a fine fund in bank to draw upon.

It has its critics and fault-finders,-as what paper

has not?-and its editors have byno means reached

their own ideal. They would make The Index

better, if they had a larger income at command.

But, even as it is, they believe that it may not be

ashamed to receive the congratulations of its

friends to-day, and that it may be amply justified

in hoping for new friends and for a generous in-

crease in its subscription list. Several new con-

tributors of fine scholarship and ability have ap-

peared in its columns the past year, among whom,

to name no others, may be especially mentioned

Thomas Davidson, Edmund Montgomery, and

Charles Froebel. Its old list of writers remains

nearly intact, some coming back into the present

number who have been too long absent. Any

papermaycongratulate itself, and reasonably ask

for a liberal support, that can bring together into

its New Year's issue, and chiefly by their own

spontaneous impulse, four such writers as Messrs.

Wasson, Tuttle, Chadwick, andAbbot.

The Index continues to hold a unique place in

journalism. Its first number was issued on the

first day of January, 1870, in Toledo, Ohio, under

the editorship of its founder, Francis E. Abbot.

In September, 1873, it was removed to Boston,

which has since been its home. Mr. Abbot con-

tinued to edit the paper for ten and a half years,

bringingto it the great intellectual vigor, the clear

logical acumen, the intrepid moral courage, and

profound moral earnestness which distinguish all

his mental work, and which our old readers will

joyfully recognize and welcome in the address

which we print from him to-day. Absorption in

the cares and labor of private teaching has not

diminished his interest in liberal ideas nor de-

tracted aught from his power to state them. We

hope that The Index anvil may hereafter ring

with his strong strokes oftener than he has allowed

it to do in recent years. Mr. Abbot retired from

the arduous task of responsible manager and edi-

tor of the paper with the last issue for June, 1880 ;

and the publication was then transferred, with his

cordial good will and with all its prestige and

possessions, by the old Index Association to the

Free Religious Association, under whose auspices,

through the medium of a board of trustees, it has

since been conducted. Its editors, however, have

been as free from control by a superior authority

in their official duties as was Mr. Abbot ; and the

principles and objects of the paper have remained

essentiallyunchanged. Ifanyreaders have thought

they detected a difference, it has been only that

difference in respect to ways and methods of work-

ing for the same general object which necessarily

appears in different individual workers. In his

standing prospectus, Mr. Abbot used to say that it

was the aim of The Index "to increase general

intelligence with respect to religion; to foster a

nobler spirit and quicken a higher purpose, both

in society and in the individual ; to substitute

knowledge for ignorance, right for wrong, truth

for superstition, freedom for slavery, character for

creed, catholicity for bigotry, love for hate,human-

itarianism for sectarianism, devotion to universal

ends for absorption in selfishness ; in brief, to

hasten the day when free religion shall take the

place of dogmatism and ecclesiasticism throughout

the world, and when the welfare of humanity here

and now shall be the aim of all private and public

activities ."

These are substantially the same aims which

are stated in the prospectus of The Index under

its present management; and to these aims it

expects to adhere in the future. There are other

liberal publications that are working in a gen-

eral way in the same direction ; but we know of

none that has precisely the same stand-point as

The Index, or that works for precisely the same

aim or by just the same method. We especially

know of none that appeals to the same class of

readers. There are liberal journals which, in

their way, may be doing a necessary work, which

have yet a very narrow aim and a very crude, not

to say coarse, method. Their method is still largely

that antique one of showing up the discrepancies

and indecencies of the Bible, and ridiculing the

absurdities of orthodox theology and the moral

infirmities of church members. There are others

which are on a higher and broader platform, but

are yet mainly destructive in their work, or, in

their constructive work, are devoted to the propå-

gandism of some special phase or side issue of

Liberalism. The Index has always aimed to keep

abreast of the advancing scholarship of the age

and in full accord with the progress of science. It

has been constructive quite as much as destructive.

It does not think it worth while to waste much

by the enlightened minds of Orthodoxy itself; but

it would watch the new positions which such

minds are taking, and be ready to test them, on

equal grounds, in the courts of scholarship and of

rational, scientific philosophy. Thus, The Index

has become an organ through which thinking,

scholarly, well-equipped writers have sought to

express their convictions onquestions of the deep-

est import to religious progress and to the social

and moral well-being of mankind. In this way,

keeping to the scientific method of ascertaining

facts and their purport, and of the freest inquiry

and discussion, it is doing a constructive work

toward a more rational philosophy of life as well

as destroying old superstitions. Particularly does

it seek to emphasize the supreme importance of

morality in all efforts to propagate and organize

Liberalism. Holding the position that true think-

ing is a condition of essential and vastestmoment

to human progress, it would yet proclaim the

sovereignty of moral law over all human activity

and the supreme transcendence of right living as

the goal of all thought and all endeavor. It would

arouse Liberalism itself to a deeper sense of its

moral mission.

The Index is sometimes criticised for not being

sufficiently popular. It is complained that it is

too scholastic and literary, and shoots over the

head of the average reader. We admit that a

larger infusion of the popular element into its

columns might be an advantage: itwould doubt.

less be a pecuniary advantage. And, when this

can be done without detracting anything from its

intellectual and moral character, we shall welcome

the change cordially. At the same time, if these

two aims cannot be successfully united, we confess

that it would rather be our ambition to make The

Index a paper that should command the attention

of thinking and cultivated readers of various sec-

tions of society than to make it a publication that

should simply satisfy the liberal masses.

would make it a teacher of the teachers, a paper

tobe read, not only by thoughtful men of affairs,

but by editors, preachers, students, professors, and

others who are or are to be, in various ways, the

moulders of public sentiment. This, to a consid-

erable extent, is its office already: we would make

this still more its office. We would make The

Index a paper that should both propagate liberal

ideas and lift and educate Liberalism itself. And

on this, its birthday, we ask its friends, old and

new, to consider its opportunities and how they can

help it better to fulfil its mission. Let us rally to

extend its subscription list ; and so make, if possi-

ble, this new year the best year which The Index

has ever known.

Wм. Ј. РотTTER.

POSSESSOR OR POSSESSED.

We

Every political system is, of necessity, conven-

tional and arbitrary, more or less. Every one, if

it be not altogether vicious, in other words, not

really a political system at all, has a ground in

truth and right; but even the best comes far short

of including all that truth which goes to a right

order and conduct of corporate societies. No

doubt, aristocracy had its function in civilization,

and therein its reason to be. It belonged to the

immemorial antiquity of all the best nations, all

the most progressive ethnic stocks. The kernel

of civilization grew originally in that shell, and

continued to grow in it long, the two expanding

together.... This is proof that such institutions

did not have their sources in mere unrighteous-

ness and unreason, for the shell that has such an

origin is one in which no living kernel grows.

Nevertheless, aristocracy was always conventional

powder on dogmas that are being rapidly outgrown and arbitraryin part; and,at length, in quite too
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English People, "Nature gives the wise man

rule over the less wise." In those discourses

which cost the republican Algernon Sidney his

life there is a passage too long to be reproduced

here,but whose tenor is indicated by the opening

clauses, thus : "That equality which is just among

equals is just only among equals; but such as are

base, ignorant, vicious, slothful, or cowardly are

not equal in natural or acquired virtues to the

generous, wise, valiant, and industrious," etc.

(Vol. i., p. 105, edition of 1750.) So republicans

have spoken, their heads not swamped in a system,

nor they converted from their proper human es-

tate into a sort of fish-like creatures, to breathe the

air of thought only as implicated in a denserme-

dium; but how many among us choose rather to

flatter democracy by claiming for it all that does

and all that does not belong to it, like one who

should find Beethoven's symphonies entire in the

tune of Yankee Doodle ! One man, however, we

have had, who, while none could accuse him of

undervaluing democracy, was not its echo, but re-

tained the power to shock its self-love upon occa-

sion. Emerson was a theoretic democrat, and

beyond the point of sound judgment, as I think;

but it was he who said : "Why this continual cry-

ing up of the masses ? The calamity is the

masses." And it was he who wrote to Mr. Con-

way that "not one man in thirty is worth his room

in the world,"--very undemocratic utterances, but

a

large a part, aswe in this country are sufficiently

aware. Turn now to democracy. "All men are

equal," it says ; and this affirmation is the basis it

builds upon. But this is only one pole of the

whole truth. The correlative truth is that men

are unequal, that they differ widely in value, and

differ inextreme cases as light and darkness, or as

positive and negative quantities, some being of

priceless worth and some worth much less than

nothing. The equality of all men, if put forth as

the whole truth, becomes as huge and noisome

a lie as was ever disgorged upon the world. But

the correlative opposite which must be conjoined

with this affirmation to make it other than false,

so far from being a basis upon which democracy

builds, has no place in its structure of institution.

It may, indeed, be in the action, if it be in the

minds of those who take part in the working of

those institutions; and thus the partiality or one-

sidedness of the system be redressed in its operation.

But it will not be in their minds, if they permit

the system, as it were, to think for them, to be

speech in their mouths and belief in their heads.

Ours may be an excellent system to possess, but

everypublic system is abadone to be possessed by.

Observe that I do not here speak to the re-

proach of democracy, not even by remote implica-

tion. Turning to any other system, actual or

possible, I should not indeed find the pinch in the

same place; but it would surely be found some-

where. Institutions, like individuals, have their

leanings and limitations; and as no man is man-

kind, so no political system is the perfect embodi-

ment of political truth. Hence, every such system,

if it is long to endure as a form of productive and

progressive life, must receive both nourishment

and correction from the truths it does not contain.

Fromwhom is it to get those necessary succors ?

Onlyfrom those of whose heads it has not so taken

possession that all their thoughts must needs bear

its impress; only from those who have some suffi-

cient power to look about them with fresh, un-

biassed eyes, as if in a new-made world. But what

if there are none such ? It is not of good augury.

Whendemocracy or whatever system has so far

prevailed over the best intelligences that they can

speak only in its dialect, think only in its moulds,

and judge only by its standards, it has prevailed

quite too far for its own health. Feudalism had

arrived at this last stage of supremacy, when a

Froissart could see honor and worth only in men

of feudal rank, and in doing so had reached its

point of decline, the point from which it could

only pass, so to speak, into a state of hibernation

without spring to follow, living upon its own fat

until it should die of inanition. Do you answer

that democracy is not feudalism and could not

suffer in the same way? You utter the very pre-

possession against which I am trying to raise a

small note of warning. Any and every public

system may suffer in that way ; and democracy is

at present the likeliest of all to do so, since it is

that which engages prepossession most.

all nations that have had the requisite training,

and suppose him to speak as follows : We must

admit the wise and the stupid, the high-minded

and the sordid, as political equivalents, since we

know not howto draw a fixed line between them :

nevertheless, they are moral equivalents nowhere,

nor more at the polls than elsewhere; and those

who are not moral equivalents cannot have the

same right to determine theobligations and direct

the conduct of the community. He possesses

democracyand retains the mind of aman. Sup-

pose some one, on the contrary, to reject as utterly

false the latter clause of that sentence. He is to

mymind one of the possessed. Let him not take

it ill of me that Isay it frankly: the words might

be suppressed, but as to the thought I have no

choice. To assert the equal right of the capable

and the incapable, the well-intentioned and the

ill-intentioned, to directing and controlling power,

is but to say in other terms that they are moral

equivalents. To me, this is a monstrous imagina-

tion; and of him who holds it veritable I must

perforce think that his head is under the demo-

cratic element, not above it in the free air and

light of Nature's truth. I grant that unequal

menmust be admitted more or less to equalpower.

Sheer off as we may the excesses of ultra-democ-

racy, this necessity will remain; but, when an ex-

ternal and conventional necessity gets into men's

heads as an ideal right, it has conquered what

should command it. Let it be ours, while admit-

ting that necessity, to be indomitably sane in

presence of it, and thus to give it all the correc-

tion which uncorrupted thoughts can afford.

very wholesome bitters for our democracy,

nevertheless. And, in this connection, I feel

bound to name Mr. Kennedy again. His excel-

lent little paper, "Carlyle in London," makes it

clear that, whatever sign to the contrary one may

see or imagine,his head is above water, and that

he does not make democracy the measure of his

appreciation. This confirms an opinion I had al-

readyhalf formed, that he is one who can lend our

system the service it least desires and most needs.

The work of the American scholar, what is it ?

Many have given an opinion on this head; and

the latest is that it is his work to do, not the work

of a scholar at all, but that of an agitator. Well,

D. A. WASSON.

THE RATIONAL TIME-VIEW.

The New Testament time-view was, "The time

is short." The rational time-view is, The time is

long. Behind us and before, the faith of reason

sees an extent of years, of centuries, of ages, in

comparison with which the chronology of Arch-

bishop Usher is a very little thing. The six thou-

here is a part of my opinion. It is one chief func- sand years, which the archbishop dates from the

tion of the American scholar to uphold the bal-

ance of truth against the necessary one-sidedness

and exclusiveness of our political system. He is

not to turn agitator against it, but to be a vessel

and voice of the truth it does not contain,-a

function little performed, more's the pity, and,

when performed, little welcomed even by those

who themselves should take part in it. Matthew

Arnold comes to this country, and discourses upon

the place in civilization of the few who judge by

standards and live to ends which are not those of

voting majorities, but without whose higher spirit

and ever-burning lamp it would not be well with

voting majorities. What follows? Not merely

vulgar zealots, but menof liberal intelligence, cry

out indignantly that he assails our democracy. I

dare say he had no intention either to assail or

defend any political system whatever; but, how-

ever this be, he offered our democracy the best pos-

sible service by holding up to view one of those

truths which it is the tendency of that system to

obscure or conceal. Mr. Parkman publishes a

paper on "The Failure of Universal Suffrage," and

champions rush to the rescue, intent to smite.

Suppose him wrong : nevertheless, being aman of

sincere and penetrating intelligence, he speaks
truths that have among us few tongues, and shows

our democracy where it is weak or wanting.

When will the hot advocates of universal suffrage

do as much to render it not a failure ?

Hence, the need for those who, taking part in

our democracy as good citizens, shall do so as men

swim in the sea; that is, with the head out. They

willbe all the more able to serve it for not suffer-

ing their minds to be swamped in it. Would I

could sayhowdeeply I have this matter at heart,

andwith how good reason ! Myself passing off

the stage of life, I look with unspeakable long-

ing among those entering upon it for the bright

andbrave spiritswho shall stand todemocracy in

the relation ofpossessor and not of possessed, with

eyes to seeandcourage to utter the truth that will

be least to its liking andmost pertinent to its need.

Theywill have noble examples to follow. The

republican Miltou wrote in his Defence of the

In conclusion, let me come to the test-point.

Suppose some one to believe with firm confidence

that democracy is the best system for us and for

beginning with sufficient Biblical warrant, are the

most recent times of the chronology of modern

science. At the Biblical date for the creation of

the world, the civilizations of Egypt and China

could already boast an immemorial antiquity. Al-

ready, they had perfected great arts and sciences,

founded great institutions, evolved great systems

of government and sociality and religion. But

these things had not grown up, like a mushroom,

in a night. They were the slow result of almost

incalculable reaches of time. The movement of

civilization in its higher manifestations is some-

times tolerably swift ; but, in its lower and its

lowest stages, it is slow and painful to the last

degree. It is the first step that costs. From the

old stone age to the new stone age (that is, from

the time when man's only implement was some

natural chip of stone to the time when he deliber-

ately fashioned some chip or other into a more

serviceable shape), what centuries of patient grop-

ing there must have been; and, again, from the

stone age to the bronze, and from the bronze age

to the iron ! Andyet, beneath deposits that must

be allowed at least half a million years for their

accumulation, the geologist discovers implements

which bear the marks of undoubted human work-

manship. Yea, verily, the time is long; at any

rate, the time which has elapsed since man began

his long and painful march from his primeval

brutishness up to the present hour,-so long that,

in comparison, all that he has done would seem

discreditable, if we did not remember what a

wretched, squalid animal itwaswho took the first
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step of that advance which has at length resulted

inour arts and sciences,our morals and religion,

ourgovernment and homes.

The time is long,-the time that man has been

upon his way from worse to worse and bad, from

bad to good and better. Will the time of his yet

future progress from better onward to the best,

which forever entices him and eludes him, be

shorter than the time consumed already ? It can-

notbe.

"To insight profounder

Man's spirit must dive;

His aye-rolling orbit

At no goalwill arrive;

The heavens that now draw him

With sweetness untold,

Oncefound, for new heavens

Hespurneth the old."

If manhad no farther to go than he has already

come, then, it may be, a million years would be

sufficient for the cycle of human development ;

for the rate of progress is much more rapid now

than it was in the remoter periods of the past.

But Iam by no means going to believe that man's

present attainment is any half-way house upon the

mountain side of his immense endeavor. I find

my faith embodied in the words of Browning,

worthy as any that I know to form a part of that

great Bible of humanity which is being slowly

writtenby the succeeding generations :

"Man's self is not yet man,

Nor shall I deem his object served, his end

Attained, his genuine strength put fairly forth,

While only, here and there, a star dispels

The darkness; here and there, a towering mind

O'erlooks its prostrate fellows. When the host

Is out at once to the despair of night,

When allmankind alike is perfected,

Equal in full-blown powers, then, not till then,

I say, begins man's general infancy."

Here is a faith worth cherishing. But it is a

faith which demands a mighty range of time for

its free play. I think a million years will hardly

be too much to bring so vast a consummation

to its birth. But how the vision dwarfs the mil-

lenarian's petty dream of some theatrical catastro-

phe ! How it ennobles the mind that dares to

cherish it ! And what a sword it lays upon the

shoulder of each one who dares, knighting him and

demanding of him such thoughts, such words,

such deeds as shall contribute to bring in the late

but glorious day !

What is the moral ideal which is relative to this

rational time-view, as the New Testament morality

was relative to the time-view of the Apostolic Age ?

That view-"The time is short"-demanded a

certain order of moral ideas. What order of ideas

is demanded by our view,---The time is long,-an

order based upon the continuityof human nature

and society, as the apostolic order was based upon

the expected revolution of the one and dissolution

of the other ? Then no domestic or social or politi-

cal institution was truly sacred, because the death

warrant of each and every such institution was

already signed and sealed. The doom was so

imminent that there was no future even for the

individual. For us, it is not so. For us, who still

feel our life-blood warm in our veins and who

have no good reason to anticipate disease and

death at any early day, the matters which were

indifferent to the early Christians are by no means

indifferent. Paul's reasons for marrying or not

marrying, based upon a groundless anticipation,

have for us no force whatever; nor any more have

his injunctions to political and industrial indiffer-
Whether the government under which we

live is good or bad, whether our means of liveli-

hood are adequate or not, whether our lives can be

made comfortable and beautiful, how we shall

provide for our children, how educate them, and

so on, these are matters which the rational time-

ence.

view forces on our attention. We might be as

indifferent to them as Paul himself, if we believed

in any speedy breaking-up of the existing order ;

but wedo not cherish any such belief. Even the

most doleful scientists do not forbid us to declare,

"The time is long." It may be that the sun is

going out or that the earth is going to rush in

upon its fiery heart. In the former case, as Prof.

Clifford said, we shall be frozen : in the latter

case, we shall be fried. Yet not exactly "we,"

not even our great-grandchildren many times re-

moved. Some million of years longer, the old

bounty will go forward, and children will be born

upon an ever happier earth. And so for us the

order of this present life becomes a matter of en-

grossing interest. The contempt which has been

heaped upon it, the indifference which men have

vainly endeavored to feel concerning it, we see to

be a pitiful survival of an order of ideas based

upon a misconception of the first Christian com-

munity. We cherish no such contempt. We af-

fect no such indifference. The order of this pres-

ent life is for us a matter of commanding interest

and supreme importance. To make this order as

just and fair, as bright and beautiful, as sweet and

sane, as free and grand as it is possible to make

it, this is the moral ideal that is correlated with

the rational time-view, with an indefinite continu-

ance of the present order of the world.

JOHN W. CHADWICK.

HARD TIMES .

Republicans say the times grow worse for the in-

coming of the Democrats, and the latter reply,

This is the result of twenty-four years of misrule.

One cries that it is tariff-tinkering and fear of free

trade; another, that it is this same high tariff

which has brought on general stagnation. Has it ?

England with her boasted free trade is faring worse

than we. Protection kills the goose in America,

and free trade finishes it in England! "Look at

it !" exclaims another politician. "Has not the

country always prospered under a high tariff ? and,

when this has been removed, have not stagnation

and panics brought us to ruin ? " Perhaps, but we

have had twenty or more years of high tariff,-

almost prohibitory at times ; and does the present

condition of affairs offer anything to boast of ?

From press and platform, from counting-house to

farm, from palace to cabin, goes up the wail of

'hard times ."

When the pressing question is asked as to the

cause or causes of the present stagnation, low

prices, and general depression, the sage political

economist complacently answers, "Over produc-

tion, too much produce, too much machinery,

too much labor, too much cloth, too much every-

thing." Saying which,the oracle falls back into

dignified silence, as though the sentence was axio-

matic ; and the editorial columns of the press echo

the reply, and debate upon it, as though a new eco-

nomic law had been discovered. Of all the pre-

tensions to scientific knowledge, of all the shams

by which unblushing ignorance seeks to impose

on honest credulity, the science of political econ-

omy as at present taught is the most shameless

and unmitigated. "Overproduction!" Of what ?

Wheat, corn, flesh, houses, furniture, clothing ?

Would then a drought, a blight which would de-

stroy the next year's harvest, be a blessing ? Would

ahalf crop be a cause for thanksgiving ? It would

double the price; and,while a few lucky holders

would gain, Famine would, from the other side,

reach out her livid hands and cry for bread. Is

there too much flesh ? Then murrain or fever or

cold winters to decimate the herds of millions of

cattle grazing on the Western plains wouldbede-
sirable. Beef would advance : a sirloin would sell

for twice its presentvalue. Is theretoo muchcloth ?

Then the burning of the mills or the suspension of

thehum of countless spindles and looms would,by

enhancing the value of cloth, be the greatest of

blessings. Too much lumber sawed, too many

nails made, too much of everything used in build-

ing houses ? Politicaleconomy! The child's method

of putting effect for cause. Overproduction, when

in the midst of this plethora of abundance there

are at least a million souls who will this winter's

night go to their beds, if beds they have,hungry

and shivering ! There are mountains of coal, ele-

vators bursting withgrain,lofty warehouses packed

from basement to attic with clothing, yet this want

and suffering.

"Ah," comes inreply, "these are the products of

labor; and, if people will not work, they must

shiver and starve." Of whose labor are they the

products? Who will not work ? These poor?

Give them fair wages and a chance,and see whether

they will not work. Do the owners of those

elevators work? Have they performed a single

day's labor for the millions of bushels of grain

they hold ? The owners of the coal mines, is it

by their sweat the long drifts are struck into the

heart of the seams? Do the owners of the fac-

tories , the mill-masters, the"bosses" of labor,work ?

Fewwill work, unless something be gainedby their

toil; and when wages sink to starvation rates,

when the toil of the day will not give bread for

one's family and a respectable shelter, not to say

home, between idleness and work there is little

preference. A recent correspondent in aNew York

journal says that, if one should go to the great

thoroughfare leading to the Brooklyn bridge at

five in the afternoon and remain until seven, one

hundred thousandworking womenwould pass on

their weary homeward way. The united wages of

this hundred thousand, toiling the long day, would

not reach the daily income of Vanderbilt, who has

done nothing more than drive a fast horse for an

airing, happily, if in his insolence he has not run

down some unfortunate footman. One hundred

thousand are glad of a narrow room and a hard

pallet, that one may live in vulgar profligacy.

Talmadge, who is perhaps one of the best

weather-vanes, catching quickly the drift of public

thought, in his thanksgiving sermon takes for

granted that all our woes come from overproduc-

tion, and, as he wildly beats the air with arms and

legs, like revolving rakes on a Western reaper,

shrieks for the Almighty to open the "gates of the

South," and let the vast accumulation flow into

Mexico, Central and South America ! Yet he in

the same discourse wails over the "millions" who

are hungry, who will have no Thanksgiving dinner,

and only consoles himself with the thought that

their bare plates will be filled when the Southern

gates are opened! It is not clear how produce

going out of a country can feed the hungry in the

country. Ordinary intelligence would conclude

that, when the gates were open and the South sup-

plied, there would be more urgent hunger. But

the great preacher is not troubled with ordinary

understanding, and political economy is com-

posed of a series of paradoxes. Its foremost stu-

dents have for some past generations been fright-

ened by the terrible Malthusian doctrine of over-

population. They have regarded it as a law as

fixed and demonstrable as that of gravitation that

population increases out of all proportion to that

of the food supply, and hence have looked upon

wars, pestilence, plagues, heavy death-rates as dis-

guised blessings . These strike the quick blow, and

those who fortunately escape are kept from pro-

longed starvation. Vice and crime are nature's

checks, and celibacy awise resort for the cultured.

Now, in the face of this delightful theory, on this
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continent the inhabitants have multiplied beyond

precedent or Malthusian dream ; yet the food sup-

plyhasmore than keptpace, and has now reached

such an alarming abundance that it threatens the

nation with bankruptcy ! And, moredreadful than

everything else, there is, back of all so much labor,

such an infinite creative power that, if turned

loose, ruin would come with swift feet.

The Chinese, then, mustbe walled out, convicts

must notcompete with outside mechanics, prohibit-

ory tariffs must protect home productions, else the

necessaries of life will become so cheap we shall

be ruined. Again, we meet a paradox : costliness

ofproducts is a measure of prosperity. In accord

withthis wise theory, whenthe coal lords are not sat-

isfied with the price of coal, they close the mines

until the price advances many times beyond the

cost of production, and then they call it lively

times. When cloths advance, so that the factory

dukes receive as profits a lion's share of the wages

they pay, it is good times. The mine, the fur-

nace, the factory, "shut down" and await a better

market. But what of the men who are thus "shut

out" ? Good times ? Not untilevery family in this

broad land can by honest toil sit at evening

around their own blazing hearth; not good times

until they can by honest toil be comfortably

clothed andfed; not good times until, after these

essential requirements are met, a little time is

gained for mental andmoral culture.

laborer is not given the benefit. As long as pos-

sible, the grain is reaped by capital ; and, when the

product is cheapened by competition, the laborer

suffers reduction of wages. The hopelessness of

labor begets improvidence and recklessness, and

akeen sense of injustice nurses those passions the

full expression of which appears in Nihilism.

A true political economy will recognize that

every laborer is a financial gain to the State.

Every product is a gain; and the more vigorous

the production, the greater the wealth and pros-

perity. But there must be just and harmonious

distribution. It is not overproduction, it is want

of just distribution that is the cause of the pres-

ent unfortunate state of affairs, whereby there are

hunger and nakedness in the midst of wasteful

abundance. The owner is often surprised, on ex-

amining a hive in late winter, to find the combs

loaded with honey, a populous colony, yet all dead.

The honey had been stored where they could not

reach it. They exhausted the central supply, and

then perished because they could not reach the

outlying combs. Unlike the bees, the human

worker suffers, but not patiently or blindly ; dies,

but is reproduced and remains to have his wrongs

righted; to have even-handed justice; to enforce

his demands even in the face of death. To open

the gates of the South ; to tinker the tariff, so as

to protect this or that affair; to pass pettifogging

laws, which make compromises and patch up for

the time, may momentarily relieve the pressure ;

but the cause remains in its potency, and will

remain as a perpetual menace to the security of

our institutions.

If all were comfortably housed, clothed, fed, and

educated, there would be no overproduction. "But,"

comes the objection, "any one can have these de-

sirable objects, if they will work for them." A

favored fewmaydo so, but the many cannot. Do

not say that they are not willing to work. If they

hadthe certainty of a home before them, the most

idlewould become like Hercules. Say to a man, A

cottage, a garden, a farm; home where your chil-

dren can gather the grapes from the vines you

planted, where you can sit with your wife under

the shade of the fruit trees you have grown, where

all shall be your own and descend to your chil-

dren without reserve, and the dream of life is an-

swered.

It takes money to make money, and so true is

this saying that a single dollar pitted against the

combined labor of the world will in the end con-

quer and gather the whole to itself. All it asks is

to receive its interest and be let alone. It will

never become sick, grow weary, or for a moment

rest. Whatever mayhappen to labor always works

advantage to its invincible power. There is still a

little room left for labor to go West, but even

this requires money. Money must be had to get

money. In other fields, what opportunity has the

laborer for securing a home? What hope is there

for the woman who by overwork receives the

princely salary of fifty cents a day, or for the

manwho receives twice that sum, and has a family

to support !

Inthese times do we hear of the capitalists cut

tingdown their own personal expenses, foregoing

pleasure trips to Europe in private yachts or over

the continent in special palacecars,driving fewer

fast horses, or in any manner curtailing their vul-

garwaste and profligacy? Oh, no : the cut comes

from the other end of the line. The laborer who

creates this wealth, who receives barely enough to

supply the absolute necessities of life, who sees

with grim patience his wife thinly clad, his chil-

dren in their raggedness gather at a table where

half-rations are served, he is the sufferer. Ten,

fifteen, twenty per cent. reduction on an already

inadequate allowance is the economic method. It

is exactly in effect like a "shut down," if there is

e strike, and better, if there is not.

Whenimprovedmachinery cheapens the cost, the

unpopular views, and intimidates into silence and

conformity with prevailing beliefs and observances

the great majority of those who hold these views ;

thus directly discouraging independence, sincerity,

and consistency of thought and speech, if not in-

deed making these qualities the exception among

those who hold decidedly unpopular views, and

silence or acquiescence and a temporizing course

the general rule.

Authors are compelled by the tyranny of public

opinion to keep back their best thought, when it is

unpopular,lest the publisher decline to issue their

book, or the thought, if published, be used by

those representing public opinion against their

reputation and the sale of the work. The secular

press aims to represent public sentiment in its

treatment of moral, social, and religious questions.

If a journal thinks it has gone a little too far

oneway, it is not uncommon for it to counteract

the impression by going as far in the opposite

direction. We look neither to the pulpit nor the

platform for entire fearlessness and frankness of

expression. Professional men who depend upon

the public for patronage, politicians who are am-

bitious for office, teachers in our schools and col-

leges, and merchants and business men generally,

if they have opinions which are in conflict with

those of the masses, avoid making them known

either by silence orjuggling with words, that they

may conceal rather than express their thoughts.

Facts like these-which, we think, cannot be fairly

disputed-indicate that the tyranny of public

opinion even among us to-day, when heresy is

no longer punished with death, imprisonment, or

fines, is the foe of intellectual and moral advance-It is not how to throw our surplus on foreign

countries, not how to prevent labor and machinery

producing to their utmost, not how to suppress

population or diminish the food supply, but how

ajust and righteous distribution of the abundant

and diversified products the Cyclopean hands of

machinery have made possible can be made to

those who assist in their creation. The solution

may reach beneath the traditional methods of gov-

ernment and send some of the present ideas held

sacred by monopolists to limbo; but come it will,

and the method of its coming depends on the wis-

dom of those in power.
HUDSON TUTTLE.

THE TYRANNY OF PUBLIC OPINION.

Public opinion never rises to the intellectual or

moral altitude of the great thinkers, and it never

sinks to the depths of the most debased individ-

uals. It is "collective mediocrity." It finds expres-

sion in manners, habits, usages, laws, and litera-

tures, which react upon it and tend to give it

comparative fixedness in its elementary character-

istics, in spite of its proverbial fickleness, which is

true of it only in regard to that which involves no

perceptible disturbance of the established order

of things. This complex body of thought, like an

organism in which many parts coalesce and be-

come co-ordinated in one structure, although sub-

ject to modification in the later accretions, be-
comes like "the cake of custom" hardened with

age. It is not strange, therefore, that in some of

the older countries, like China, it ishardly possible

for the reformer to make so much as a dent in

public opinion, in favor of the removal ofbarriers

to progress and the introduction of the ideas and

methods of a more advanced and progressive civ-

ilization.

Even in the most enlightened communities to-

day, the tyranny of public opinion is the most

powerful influence constantly exerted against in-

tellectual development and moral and social prog-

Itprevents free and impartial discussion ofress.

ment.

As John Stuart Mill says : "A state of things in

which a large portion of the most active and in-

quiring intellects find it alvisable to keep the

general principles and grounds of their convic-

tions within their own breasts, and attempt, in

what they address to the public, to fit as much as

they can of their own conclusions to premises

which they have internally renounced, cannot

send forth the open, fearless characters and logi.

cal, consistent intellects who once adorned the

thinking world. The sort of men who can be

looked for under it are either mere conformers to

commonplace or time-servers for truth, whose argu-

ments on all great subjects are meant for their

hearers and are not those which have convinced

themselves. Those who avoid this alternative do

so by narrowing their thoughts and interests to

things which can be spoken of without venturing

within the region of principles; that is, to small

practical matters which would come right of them-

selves, if but the minds of mankind were strength-

ened and enlarged, and which will never be effect-

ually made right until then. While that which

would strengthen and enlarge men's minds, free

and daring speculation on the highest subjects, is
abandoned."

All original thought must come from individ-

uals. All great moral and social reforms must

receive their first impulse from the few and not

the many. Nothing, therefore, can be more im-

peratively demanded in the interests of progress

than the freest and fullest expression of those

opinions which clash with the orthodoxy and con-

servatism of the day, as a counterpoise to the ten-

dency of an arbitrary and despotic public opinion

tomake all think alike, and thus to produce "in-

tellectual peace at the price of intellectual death."

It is not simply the right, it is the duty of those

in advance of their fellow-men to speak their hon-

est thought, and in a way to be understood. They

who temporize in dealing with great questions of

public interest are so far, though they talk and
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write in praise of morality, the enemies of moral

progress . Loyalty to conviction and courageous

devotion to the highest conceptions of truth, re-

gardless of public opinion or personal interests,

is a demand of the times, both in public and pri-

vate life. It is not enough for the liberal thinker

of to-day to praise Paine and Parker, Emerson and

Darwin, who gave to the world their best thought.

Nearly all the intellectual and moral heroes of the

past have their eulogists among the more conserv-

ative minds of to-day. The thought of the past

is no finality. Our intellectual horizon was not

fixed forever by any or all the thinkers now dead.

Darwin's views, now accepted in the main by men

of science, were ridiculed by press and pulpit

within the memory of men who are yet young.

If there were no conceptions of to-day similarly

regarded by those who represent public opinion,-

which does not yet indorse Darwin's teachings,

but is tolerant of them, the fact would not be

creditable to this generation. There is a vast

amount of truth not likely to be popularly received

for a long time; and they who defend it, in spite

of the tyranny of public opinion, perform a ser-

vice the value of which cannot be estimated.

There is still need of journals "whose praise," as

aLondon periodical says of The Index, "is not in

all the churches," and whose praise, we may add

on its fifteenth birthday, is not likely to be in all

the churches in the year just commenced.

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

TO ALL our contributors and readers a Happy

New Year.

IT can do truth no service to blink the fact

known to all who have the most ordinary ac-

quaintance with literary history, that a large por-

tion of the noblest and most valuable moral teach-

ing has been the work, not only of men who did

not know, but of men who knew and rejected the

Christian faith.-Mill.

We have received from the Ingersoll Secular

Society of Boston a card of membership, for which

the society will accept our thanks. On the card,

in addition to a brief statement of the society's

principles, are these two sentiments, the former

from Ingersoll, the latter from Clifford: "Banish

me from Eden when you will, but first let me eat

of the fruit of the tree of knowledge" ; "If men

were no better than their religions, the world would

be a hell indeed." The meetings of the society

are held in Paine Memorial every Sunday at

2.45 Ρ.Μ.

"THE function of the State is purely secular. It

is to see that equal rights are enjoyed and the

general welfare promoted; but it has no right to

decree, for example, that anybook or any day or

any place is holy, or to except church property

from taxation, or to appropriate any portion of the

public money for sectarian purposes, or to enforce

the reading of the Bible in the public schools, or

to proclaim when it behooves the people to fast

for their sins or feast for their abundance, or to

require any religious test for office, suffrage, natu-

ralization, or giving testimony in the courts. "-

Wm. Lloyd Garrison.

"THE rival claims of society and solitude," writes

Lilian Whiting, in the Boston Evening Traveller,

"often present a problem perplexing to one in-

clined to studious pursuits. If the persons one

maymeet are great in the literary world, there is

the possibility that their condensed greatness may

be better received through their books or their

pictures or statues. If they are not great, the

student is liable to think, with a slight flavor of

deprecation, that their society would be of little

consequence at best. But there may still be an-

other view not wholly without value,-that every

one needs the correction and the adjustment, the

facile mental habit, that is gained alone by con-

tact with the world and the attrition of com-

panionship. Lacking this or even limiting one's

social interchange to one especial class of people,

one lacks all the side lights and varied angles

of vision fromwhich new points of view are ob-

tained. The life that becomes crystallized in a

narrow groove, however high it may be, is not the

life of beneficence or of the widest influence."

In a very interesting lecture recently delivered

by Mr. Anagnos, Superintendent of the Blind

Asylum of this city, before the Science Class at

the Parker Memorial, the lecturer, as reported in

thedaily papers, said :

A Mr. Mollineaux, a learned Irishman, was the

first to ask the question whether, if one were born

blind and sight were given by a surgical process,

such a person could tell the difference between a

cube and a round ball. To this, Locke replied no.

Leibnitz, however, took the opposite ground, and

said that ourmental faculties were not dependent on

our senses, and that a person could tell the differ-

ence; and Locke's assertions were discredited. Light

was soon thrown on this very point by the operation

of a great English surgeon, Dr. Fessenden, who re-

moved cataracts from the eyes of a child born blind.

Then came the test; and it was found that the child

could not tell the difference, nor could he by looking

at them distinguish a cat from a dog. The animals

had been his pets. He was observed putting his

hands on them and stroking them, then looking at

the cat and saying, "Ah, pussy, now I can tell which

you are hereafter." The problem "that the impres-

sions which we receive are the experimental result of

our senses" seemed to be solved then.

AT present, The Index is living upon the vinegar of

quoted criticism, which it mixes to the consistency of

mud with its own innuendoes. Why in the name

of common sense can it not buckle down to its own

peculiar task of never saying anything to displease

the preachers, and let other people alone to do their

work ? The world is wide; and no one would ever

stumble upon The Index, if it did not obtrude itself

upon their notice.-Truth-Seeker.

The above paragraph is taken from the coarse and

scurrilous sheet which our neighbor the Investigator

once-with someexaggeration, however, we think-

characterized as "the New York cesspool." It is

asample of the notices wehave from time to time

the past few years received from that paper, which

is rarely mentioned in these columns. It is not

anything "mixed to the consistency ofmud" found

in The Index, nor "its own peculiar task of never

saying anything to displease the preachers," which

really offends the Truth-Seeker,-the name of which

we have long thought shouldbe changed to Truth-

Hider or Truth-Flincher, but rather the fact that

The Index fearlessly tells the truth on questions

that concern the liberal public, whether it "dis-

please the preachers" or so-called liberal papers,

which with narrow sectarian views, and from con-

siderations of self-interest, distort or conceal from

their readers the truth, as the editor of the Truth-

Seeker by his own admission suppressed a portion

of theproceedings of the National Liberal League

in his report of its last meetings .

ONE of the contributors to the Christian States-

man has discovered another cause for Blaine's de-

feat. It is that nine days only before the election

he travelled on Sunday, the whole day. All things

had been going prosperously for him up to that

date. Immediately afterward, the disasters and

blunders of his campaign began, among which

the correspondent enumerates Dr. Burchard's un-

fortunate alliterative remark, the millionnaire ban-

quet, the stormy night for the Blaine procession,

the clear skies and dry streets for that of Cleve-

land. These,the correspondent thinks, were evi-

dent tokens of the divine displeasure at that Sab-

bath-breaking. Cleveland, as we believe the

papers reported, went to church that Sunday. The

Statesman's contributor sums up this grave matter

thus:-

As the Tribune says, "One week before, the elec-

tion of Blaine was sure." But it, and all , omit an

event which began that week and which was the

first fatal step, and all the more inexcusable because

of the certainty of the result and the want of any

plea of political necessity. Mr. Blaine travelled all

that Sabbath day , journeying from Chicago to James-

town, N.Y. That this was Mr. Blaine's own plan or

suggestion I do not believe, but that he wickedly

yielded to the plans of the Committee who arranged

for the desecration of that holy day is evident.

Others, who like him are members of Christian

churches, and officers, and amongthe rest StewartB.

Woodford, an elder in the Dutch Reformed Church,

are reported as having participated in that same dis-

honor to the Christian Sabbath and its divine Lord.

No wonder the disastrous week, begun in such defi-

ance of the Lord, was continued with such noticeable

warring of the elements against the Republicancandi-

date and his party. Jeremiah declares (xvii., 19, 27)

that the Lord will honor those who honor his Sab-

bath, but will kindle a fire in the gates where the

princes and rulers "will not hearken unto the Lord,

tohallow his Sabbath." As Christian professors, their

guilt is a thousand-fold greater ; and it is only of the

Lord's mercies that, instead ofsending folly, andcon-

founding their wise counsellors, and turning into de-

feat their bright prospects and wise plans, some

greaterjudgmentdid not fall upon the guilty ones.

For The Index.

OLD YEAR AND NEW.

White and cold, winding-sheet

Wrap softly round him;

Leave him now, lying cold,

Where winter found him.

OldYear of sin and pain, OldYear of sorrow,

Diewith thy evil gain,cloud no to-morrow.

White and soft, budding year,

Cling tome purely;

Fillme with peace and truth,

Tenderly, surely.

New Year of hope and trust, New Year of doing,

Come, give me life for dust, comfort for ruing.

THE NEW YEAR.

**

For The Index .

"Rejoice ! it is the glad new year, rejoice!"

This was the greeting from a cheerful voice.

The earth seemed newly decked in glistening white,

And onmy window-pane the morning light

Shone through quaint landscapes; for the frost and snow

Had traced with artist hand o'er all below

(And while the human world in slumber lay)

The fairiest scenes,-a wonderful array.

My fancy, too, not idle, spread its wings,

And, joyful as the lark that joyful sings,

Upon the canvas of the untold year

Portrayed its every joy and hope and fear.

That New Year's day, with all its hopes sublime,

Is garnered now into the lap of Time;

The pictures on mywindow-pane are lost;

Ideals, too, have vanished like the frost.

How shall I now rejoice in the New Year ?

Responsive in my soul, a voice spake clear:

"Rejoice, rejoice, with every birth of morn!

Forwith each dawn a new new-year isborn;

Though airy castles fall, yet build again:

Far nobler flights the soul shallyet attain;

No losses can its majesty appall,

ForTime shall be till it surmountthem all!"

MONTREAL, 1885.

GOWANLEA.
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THE INDEX is publishedevery Thursday, atNo. 44Boyl-
ston Street, Boston, by an incorporated Board of Trustees

nominated by the Free Religious Association. Terms:

Threedollars per year, in advance.

THE objects of THE INDEXmay be defined by the objects

of the Free Religious Association ; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-

lowship inthe spirit, and to encourage the scientific study

of man's religious nature and history" ; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks
these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.

It would subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations-the Christian no less
than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

Impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipate Re-

ligion frombondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-
tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

may be put more effectually to the service of a higher

Morality and an improved Social Welfare.

: : : : : : :}UNDERWOOD, .
WILLIAM J. POTTER,

BENJAMIN F. UNDER

nature does not attempt to impose any law on

truth. That thought alone is free which takes its

highest law from something higher than itself, and

faithfully moulds itself according to that which

really is. Truth itself lies in establishing an equa-

tion between the interior thinking and the out-

ward reality ; and it is attained when the thought-

relation established internally is identical with the

actual relation discovered externally. So, whether

our thought is to be systematic or not, must de-

pend upon the prior question whether Nature is

systematic.

ciently elastic to make room for all that he may

yet learn of it. Such a theory of the universe will

be, in the sense in which I use the words, the

"Intellectual System of Liberalism." Such a

theory, I admit, notwithstanding the confident and

exaggerated claims of some modern philosophers,

and notwithstanding the still more exaggerated

claims made for them by some of their indiscrimi-

nately admiring disciples,has not yet been framed;

nor will it be framed, until philosophy itself has

undergone a mighty revolution of foundation,

spirit, and method; nor will it even then be

framed by any one mind alone, but only by the

co-operating minds of many generations of great

thinkers. But, for all that, it will be framed at

last, and the revolution in philosophy which will

prepare the way for it is even now silently and

surely going on. Liberalism can never become a

dominant force in the evolution of human society

until it has become an intellectual system first of

all; and I am very sure that the beginnings of its

intellectual system will be the beginning of its

practical power in the world. I see, as a fact,

that, while the various systems of superstition are

strong and active and well supported, and while

they govern the world in virtue of their creeds,

liberalism is weak, because it has no common

unity of thought; it has no intellectual system of

ideas to which all liberals may give their free

adhesion, and out of which may grow common

unity of action. They do not act together because

they do not think together,-because they have no

intellectual system. If liberalism is ever to be

the controlling force in the world, it can be so

only in virtue of working out something which I

call an intellectual system, a system of thought

distinct from rules of action or guides to feeling,

yet creative of both.

Editors.

NOWRITERS in THE INDEX, editorial or other, are to be

regarded as speaking inbehalf of the Free ReligiousAsso-

ciationasawhole; nor is any writer to be held responsible

forany opinions expressed inits columns except his own.

For all unsigned editorial matter, B. F. UNDERWOOD, the

officeeditor, is responsible.

ALL communications intended for the paper and all

business letters should be addressed to B. F. UNDERWOOD,

theBusiness Manager,44Boy)ston Street, Boston, towhose

order all checks and drafts for THE INDEX should be

made payable. Letters for Mr. POTTER should be ad-

dressed to him, at New Bedford, Mass.

PAPERS are forwarded until an explicit order is

received by the publishers to discontinue, and until pay-

ment ofall arrearages is made. The change of date on the

address label is a receipt for renewal, and no other receipt

willbesent unless specially requested.

For The Index.

The Intellectual System of Liberalism.

Substance of an Address before the Liberal Union Club,

Boston, Oct. 25, 1884.

BY FRANCIS E. ABBOT, PH.D.

The subject upon which I shall venture to speak

to-night, with necessarily inadequate preparation,

is the "Intellectual System of Liberalism,"-a

subject which may seem not directly connected

with our practical concerns, and yet, in my opin-

ion, lies at the root of all practical concerns.

If I were called upon to define liberalism in its

intellectual aspect, I should give this definition :

LIBERALISM IS THOUGHT FREE TO FOLLOW NAT-

URE.

What shallbe the answer to that question? Do

we find order in Nature? Do we find unity, or-

ganic wholeness, correlation of part with part, a

course of things exhibiting such a smoothness of

action and freedom from friction as to result in

universal evolution? If we do, then Nature has

her system, for those results cannot be produced

without system; if we do not, then Nature is

chaos, for chaos means nothing but Nature with-

out system. In fact, the earliest word used in the

Greek language to denote the universe as a whole

was the very name for system, cosmos, order,

beauty, harmony. That was one of the earliest

perceptions forced upon the mind of man, when

he began to consider the larger aspects of exist-

ence; he could not help perceiving the unity, the

wholeness, the orderliness, the system of Nature.

Very well, then; if we concede this point, that

Nature has her system, then thought, when free to

follow Nature, must reproduce that system, and

must itself be systematic. Such I conceive to be

the truth.

Now every man, more or less, endeavors to sys-

tematize his thinking. He may not do it in a very

profound or philosophical manner; he maydo it

half instinctively; but every man, ifhe looks deep

enough, will see that back of his every act lies

some theory of life which he is trying to carry out,

-some system of thought, wise or foolish, large

or small; he has his theory of life, and that the-

ory is his intellectual system and theory of the

universe.

Believing this, that Nature has her system, and

that thought left free to follow Nature will be pre-

eminently systematic, I want to point out that

there are two kinds of systems, which I have per-

haps already assumed; but Iwish tospeak of them

more definitely and to show their difference. I

mean artificial systems and natural systems.

There may be an artificial and partial order of

things deduced from a part of the facts, as when

Linnæus founded the science of botany upon the

number of stamens and pistils. The relations he

discerned were real relations, but were not ade-

quate to give the entire system of plants which

will correspond to all the facts of nature. It was

aprovisional and quite artificial system, not based

upon all the possible relations that could be de-

tected existing among plants; and it has become

now entirely displaced by what is called the nat-

ural system, which classifies plants according to

their total organic relations.

That is the utmost freedom that thought

can ever attain. If it follows fancy, self-interest,

hope, fear, desire, it is enslaved; it is truly free,

if it follows Nature. That is to say, if thought, in

the relations which it creates for itself, follows the

relations which exist in the objective universe, that

is precisely what sensible men mean by freedom;

and the tyrant, the despot, the Pope, interfere with

freedom of thought, because they prevent thought

from following the relationships which exist in the

objective universe, and would compel it to follow

some other guide of their own devising. Such is

the forced thought which is imprinted upon chil-

dren's minds, in early infancy, through the Cate

chism, filling the young head with dogmatic no-

tions which divert the intelligence from following

nature : it is made to follow an artificial system of

men's devising. Thought not free is that which

is not allowed to follow nature, but on the con-

trary made to follow some theory, devised artfully

or artlessly as the case may be, which is forced on

the child's mind in the stead of nature; and I

mean by liberalism, in its intellectual aspect,

thought free to follow nature, free to be moulded

by the relations of things as they are. This is not

freedom from all system; it is simply freedom

from the arbitrarily and unnaturally contrived

systems which have grown out of human ignorance,

or selfishness, or folly. Freedom from human

systems does not mean freedom from all system.

If thought is free to follow Nature, then the ques-

tion whether thought is systematic or unsystematic

willdepend upon the question whether Nature has

any system or not. IfNature has a system, then

thought, in following Nature, must be systematic.

Ihave been for many years a believer in the

theory that thought, or intellect, is the deepest fact

in our nature ; that life itself would be impossible

except as the manifestation of purposive intelli-

gence, and that the action of intelligence, in some

low, crude form, must accompany everything that

canbe called sentient being, as distinct from the

unconscious existence of the inanimate world.

Theremust be some directive idea to give an aim

even to the affections or to the impulses,-much

more to the will. An animal cannot seek its prey,

or even open its mouth to feed, without having a

more or less conscious purpose ofsatisfying hunger

bythe act. It musthave some intellectual element

in its consciousness, before the feelings or passions

or even the blindest instincts can find any object

upon which to expend themselves. The feeblest

sensation, the most elementary consciousness, is a

species of knowledge, and knowledge is the activity
ofmind alone.

Now, while mere sensation is the lowest con-

ceivable form of intellectual life, or the minimum

activity which is compatible with its existence as

such, there is no higher form of it conceivable by

us than the scientific co-ordination and subordina-

tion of all discovered truths in a self-coherent

intellectual whole-in other words, a theory of

the universe sufficiently comprehensive to embrace

all that Man has yet learned of Nature, and suffi-

Iwant to put this idea forward clearly at the

beginning; for, to my mind, thought that follows

Now, all the imperfect systems of men, undoubt-

edly, even the most crude and despotic systems ,

have been based upon some true insight ; they

neverhave been made out of the whole cloth, with

nothing in nature to correspond to them. I sup-

pose the crudest system of fetichism had its basis

in truth, and it was perhaps the best theory the

fetichistic tribes were intellectually competent to

conceive. It was a step in the line of progress to

adopt their theory. But, as knowledge grew, that

theory was seen to be incomplete,-a system which

followed nature, but followed it incompletely. It

was necessary to correct the first crude insight by

the larger subsequent insight, and that system
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began to decay, and another provisional system

took its place, but a better one. No sane man

imbued with the thought of this time will imagine

that we shall ever arrive at a perfect system, co-ex-

tensive with the infinitude of the universe. The

best system ever devised will be imperfect; but

the essential distinction between artificial systems

and natural systems lies here, that the one is

invented with more or less will, while the other is

simply discovered; that is, found to be existing,

and adopted from Nature herself. Just so far as

the element of will enters into men's thinking,

just so far you have arbitrary and despotic sys-

tems. The systems which have most cursed man-

kind have been those into which entered the most

of will. Every intellectual system ought to fol-

low the existing relations of things as they are,

which can neither be changed, nor inverted, nor

subverted, by the will of man. Nature pursues

her own course,by her own laws. The utmost the

humanmind cando is to discover what those laws

are, and what the real relations of things are. The

distinction between artificial or invented systems

and natural or discovered systems is supremely

important to be borne in mind, and I do not mean

to forget it, in speaking of the intellectual system

of liberalism. By that I mean the natural or dis-

covered system of the universe, as distinguished

from all artificial, invented, or arbitrary ones.

There has been a very great and undiscriminat-

ingdread of all system among liberals . Those of

you who have lived in the world of radical thought

during the last twenty years will remember what

vehement and often passionate expression has

again and again been given to the feeling of con-

tempt for all attempts to systematize liberalism,

either socially or intellectually : "Away with defi-

nition! Letus have no definition of God, no sys-

tem of thought, no organization of the liberal

movement ! Let us have all fluent ! To define,

to systematize, to organize, is to stop the wheels

ofprogress, and arrest the ever-changing thought ! "

All that, it strikes me, was a symptom of our own

crudity. I thought so during those twenty years,

and I think so still. For all life, from its lowest

to its highest forms, is essentially organific. Or-

ganization is at once its necessary result and its

noblest manifestation. All intellectual life tends

irresistibly to intellectual system; all social life

tends irresistibly to social organization ; and every

social organization is necessarily the expression of

some intellectual system. If liberalism is ever to

be a living force in history, it can only become so

by evolving an intellectual system first of all, and

then creating a social organization based upon

that system as its organic idea. The Greek idea

was the political independence of the city; hence

its social organization was communal individual-

ism. The Roman idea was the political unity of

the world; hence its social organization was uni-

versal imperialism. The Christian idea was the

politico-religious unity of the world; hence its

social organization was the union of political and

religious imperialism in the Catholic Church.

The mediæval idea was success in war; hence its

social organization was chivalry and feudalism.

The modern idea in its highest form is democracy,

or the reconciliation of personal liberty with politi-

calunity; hence its highest social organization is

the American republic. And the liberal idea is

the further evolution of democracy into the spirit-

ual republic, socially organizing freedom and fel-

lowship and religion in the Commonwealth of Man.

Ibegan my own work with a plea for liberal

organization and thought, in life, in society, in re-

ligion. My whole work as a liberal has been

connectedwith the work of organization,-seeking

to establish no arbitrary system of my own mak

ing, but to follow the discovered pattern set in

Nature herself. But experience has shown me

that the liberal movement (in this country at

least) is not yet intellectually mature enough to

permit any large or effective social organization

of it. Without unity of thought no unity of ac-

tion is possible, and what we call the liberal

movement has neither. The only unity it posses-

ses is negative-opposition to the established order

of things ; it has no intellectual system, no moral

system, and therefore no root of constructive or

positive social unity. For this reason I have

ceased to desire any social organization of it on a

large scale, at least for the present, and shall dedi-

cate what remains to me of life to the task of fur-

thering the development of its intellectual and

moral system-in a word, its philosophy. And

the system of its philosophy must be natural, not

artificial,-discovered, not invented.

To have a dread of system, then, is to have a

dread of Nature; and that is to me the last fool-

ishness. I do not understand what there is to

cause so much dread of system, unless, as the

burnt child dreads the fire, liberals dread the arti-

ficial kind of systems which have hitherto pre-

vailed. But the experience of the past,wisely in-

terpreted, simply teaches us to substitute a natural

system for artificial systems of whatever kind,

and to look for its foundations to the ever-in-

creasing knowledge of Nature herself. The most

formidable artificial system which exists in this

country is that of Christianity; and you will

readily see how it differs from the natural system

of democracy.

The organic idea of Christianity is that the

human race is to be governed by a divinely ap-

pointed Christ or king; that monarchy is the

divinely appointed system of government, and that

mankind owe allegiance to the Christ-king as mon-

arch by divine right. That idea, more or less

crude, more or less developed, lies at the founda-

tion of all the various forms of Christianity. It

was the fountain head of the whole system.

Christianity as it appears in the Middle Ages was

nothing but the logical application to human

affairs of that idea of the divine Christ-king .

Jesus the man was crucified and disappeared, but

his followers conceived the idea that he still sur-

vived in the heavens as the real, though absent,

monarch of mankind. What must be the result

of that thought of a divine king, invisible in the

heavens, and yet still the ruler of mankind ?

Human government must go on. What more nec-

essary than that somebody should represent on

earth that divine monarch in the heavens ? Logic

prevailed in history, and the Pope became the vice-

gerent of Christ. Logically develop that system,

and what do you get? A papacy in which the

Pope becomes first the infallible vicegerent, then

the incarnate Christ, and lastly the incarnate

Trinity itself. That, instead of being a violation

of Catholic logic, would be its logical development,

and the Pope would be worshipped as God him-

self; that would be the natural culmination of

this theory of the Christ. Of course, such an arti-

ficial theory is despotic; it can only co-exist with

despotism; and you find, all the way down, that

Christianity has been in alliance with political des-

potism all over the world. It has been the back

groundupon which the throne political stood forth,

anobject to be not only seen, but religiously ven-

erated, by the popular imagination. There is

always this background of divine sanction behind

the thrones of Europe, because the organic idea of

Christianity is essentially monarchical. But the

strength and growth of the republican idea in this

country have been such that we seldom understand

so artificial a system. Christianity as a system is

unintelligible in a society which has lost all the

monarchical consciousness; we are so used to the

people's self-governing that we can hardlyunder-

stand the real Christian thought andfeeling. Par-

ticularly is this true of religious liberals. I think

that few radicals understand the real Christian

consciousness, because they cannot conceive that

intense personal devotion to a divine monarch like

the Christ, which is at the veryheart and core of

Christianity. Still,be that as it may, the artifi-

cialnature of this Christian system is shown by

its utter incongruity with all modern life. It is an

excrescence in America. All our life here is based

upon the republican idea,which has creptfrom the

Constitution of the United States into the popular

mind, and is advancing steadily in the direction of

larger and larger freedom from this domination of

personalism.

The artificial system of Christianity began to

break up some hundreds of years ago. First it

was the Pope who was the object of protest ; then

it was the Church; then the Bible; then Christ

himself; and now, the idea of infallible intuition.

Men are now coming to the conclusion that expe-

rience only is the ground of all knowledge of ob-

jective reality-not the experience of the senses

alone, but experience in the broad sense of all

actual affection of human intelligence by the out-

ward world, all bringing of thought and fact to-

gether in actual contact. This is the origin of

knowledge,-the constant action and reaction be-

tweenman and his environment; and, in that, the

chronological priority of the action of the environ-

ment will be established as the true principle.

Experience, the actual affection of intellect and

sense by outward existence that is the beginning

of all knowledge.

The Christian theory of dogmatic revelation,

the revelation of abstract dogmas practically in-

consistent with nature, led to a false system of

human life. The Church system, however, was

based upon some truth. Its ethical laws were

often of the highest type, and will remain so to

the end of time. Who questions the authority of

the Golden Rule? That rule was a true insight

of Christianity, and it will abide, no matter what

changes. But, taken as a whole, the system of

Christianitydid not correspond with the whole of

human life ; and, as life grew larger and broader

and deeper, the necessity became manifest for

some other and truer system. For this reason the

humanmind broke away from it by degrees, and

for us, at least, the whole constraining system lies

now in ruins around us.

Liberalism began as a protest against this arti-

ficial system, and it went on protesting. Protes-

tantism has been its true name and its real nature,

until now it is little else than individualism pure

and simple-until little is left but "churches of one

member," and cities of one citizen. But is this

bald and barren individualism to be the final out-

come of liberalism? We find ourselves to-day

in a condition in which we experience the weak-

ness of liberalism as a practical social power in

the world. We have gone on protesting against

artificial systems, but we have no natural system

of our own : we are individuals only, taking our

own thought as the ultimate appeal and final test

of truth, with no common ground of decision

whenour individual minds fail to agree. Is the

eternal truth to be determined by what Tom, Dick,

or Harry thinks ? Tom thinks he is the final

umpire ; Dick admits no authority beyond him-

self ; Harry thinks his say-so must be-30. But

nobody else is convinced bythem. Individualism

ultimates in an intellectual and social deadlock.

The society in which Tom, Dick, and Harry are

members must come tosomecommon conclusino,-
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must adopt somecommon course of action. Indi-

vidualism contains no social principle; it has no

seed of social growth; it is nothing but the last

stage of protest; its forces are all centrifugal.

But liberalism is inherently constructive, social,

and organific ; it leaves thought free to followNat-

ure, that it may reproduce the system of Nature

in society and life,and mould the world upon it.

That is the kind of system liberalism aims at, to

bring allhuman life into perfect conformity with

the laws of nature. The cosmical harmony of

those laws of nature will be the intellectual sys-

tem of liberalism, when it is found.

distortions of it go where they belong to the

limbo of dead superstitions.

Nowwhat can possibly take the place of this

ultimate appeal to the individual consciousness ?

The difficulty lies in the practical necessity of

arriving at some decision. If two individual con-

sciousnesses fail to agree, how are they to come

to agreement ? Unless theydo agree, no common

action is possible. If each man should account

himself the ultimate appeal, there could be noth-

ing but social and intellectual anarchy; society

would be impossible. Men in society do not act-

ually live by the rule of ultimate private judg-

ment. Even in our politics, the rough rule that

"the majority must govern," is a half-perception

of what the Catholic Church has to some extent

perceived all the while. Democracy itself rests on

the right of the majority to govern. Now what

right have the majority to govern, if there is no

likelihood, no presumption, that the million are

wiser than the one man ? I admit that infallibil-

ity is no part of human life. The individual and

the multitude alike make fearful mistakes ; but,

nevertheless, as to all public affairs, the nearest

approximation to practical wisdom is necessarily

assumed on the democratic theory to be the verdict

of the most minds. There is an element of truth

in that assumption, but not the whole truth. We

must look higher to find an adequate conception

of the tribunal of truth.

But, you ask, if there is to be an intellectual

system which is to govern social life,what shall

be its principle of construction? I answer: Sci-

ence is the discoverer of the facts of Nature;

Philosophy is the discoverer of the system of those

facts. Science discovers the facts themselves ;

Philosophy discovers the large mutual relations of

the facts; Liberalism must take its system from

Science, the discoverer, and from Philosophy, the

organizer of the facts. Those are the sources

whence the system of liberalism must proceed.

Itcannot come from mere abstract theory, or from

mere empirical observation ; still less can it come

from the arbitrary dogma or "revelation" of the

church; it can come only from the scientific and

philosophical experience of mankind. Science is

nothing but the clarified experience of mankind ;

common sense is their unclarified experience. Sci-

ence, which gives the great mass of unrelated and

unordered facts, is reduced to a system by philoso-

phy, which, if it be wise, aims only to organize

these facts after the pattern given in nature itself,

and to discover that system of which nature is

itself the living expression. It is to philosophy,

then, that liberalism must look for its system,

while to science it must look for its facts; these

twain together will yet create the intellectual sys-

tem of liberalism.

is stone-blind; and its intellectual blindness is the

root of its social powerlessness.

It is in that way that we have to recognize the

influence of numbers inmatters of thought. Dar-

win had to conquer first this man, and then

thatman, until finally the great mass of men gave

in its adhesion to his discovery. But so long as

one intelligent and competent scientific man can

be found to disputeDarwin, just so long Darwin-

ism mustbe an open question. Questions become

closed in science by the unanimous agreement of

all those entitled by special knowledge of the facts

to form an independent opinion. No question is

ever ruled out arbitrarily in science. Scientific

associations adopt no creed; they are united by

the desire to discover, and he who can discover can

make it plain at last. If he has discovered, he has

the evidence on his side. Scientific men do not

need a creed; the common reference is to the

standard of truth in Nature herself, to the existing

relations of things. Nature herself is the only

creed of the scientific association; no more, no

less. The facts, the relations, the system of the

universe itself, that is the creed. The method of

science is thoroughly objective,-testing, verifying,

repeating the experience, if you are not sure of the

facts, going over the thing again and again, until

you find that there can be but one answer,-that the

answer of experience is so and so, and not other-

wise. Then men cannot help believing. Nature

dictates belief, when she has made her relations

clear and plain. That is the way science estab-

lishes every truth. People talk about the variances

and disagreements among scientific men. There is

amargin of unsettled questions, but it must not be

overlooked that the great body of science is estab-

lished as firmly as the rocks of the globe. The

great body of science is made up of established

truths; truths first of the individual, then of the

few, then the belief of a party, then the conviction

of the race. The unsettled questions gradually

become settled, and the verified answers pass by

commonconsentinto the great common treasury of

knowledge; and it is only from this universally ac-

credited knowledge that civilization itself proceeds.

How do you suppose it is that in the last twenty

years the theory of Darwin has won itsgreat and

magnificent triumph over the old theory of peri-

odic special creation of species ? You will remem-

ber that in 1859, when Darwin published the

Origin of Species, the book was received with a

burst of opposition, one might almost say indigna-

tion. I remember my father's saying to me, on

returning from the meeting of the American

Academy of Arts and Sciences, that there was but

one manwho stood up for Darwin, and that was

Asa Gray; all the rest rejected this theory. How

happened it that the theory rejected all over the

world has now become so well established that it

is almost as hard to find an opponent of Darwin-

ism as it was then to find a champion of it ? The

revolution came about solely through the power of

evidence. The one manin this case haddiscovered

the system of nature, and had made the evidence

clear. The facts were all on his side, so that all

he had todo was to present this evidence, and here

and there oneman would see it, and then another

wouldsee it; until the united rejection of the truth | known to be impossible. We find ignorant men

Now we come to the principle which is the

hardest to explain and make clear, and yet a prin-

ciple of supreme importance. Just now I was

rejecting the idea that the individual judgment

should be taken as the ultimate appeal in matters

of truth, and that there should be no higher

court of appeal than my own individual conscious-

ness. Yet what other appeal have we? The

church is no appeal, the Bible is no appeal, the

Christ is no appeal : what is the final appeal,

if the individual is not ? Well, friends, I think

that the system of Christianity, in its only logical

and thorough-going form, the Roman Catholic

form, has always retained one great and true prin-

ciple which we liberals have let slip from our

hands. Catholicism has always insisted on the

authority of the church as a whole,-always in-

sisted upon its right to mould the thought and

command the faith of the individual believer .

That was but the distortion of a great truth. It

was indeed a distortion of it. The church assumed

to be itself the rightful authority that should con-

trol the believer's faith; and the bishops in their

cecumenical councils claimed to be themselves the

church. But, in spite of that, the Catholic Church,

even in its most extravagant abuse of the prin-

ciple of the collective authority of the church over

the individual, had some sense of the social rea-

son of mankind, the non-individual and universal

reason of the race, the eternal reason of the world

which includes both matter and man, as distinct

from the arbitrary thought of the individual

thinker. What keeps the Catholic Church alive

to-day is the living power and truth that lie in this

principle; and it will continue to live and grow

untilwe have come to see what that truth is,and

preserve it, while we let the extravagances and

But, when all who know the most agree, who

has any right to raise a question? He alone who

knows more than they,-not he who knows less ; and

this superior knowledge he must prove to the

world's satisfaction. Ignorance is usually con-

ceited, and we find ignorant men now and then

trying to prove perpetual motion, though it is

now and then bringing forward various impracti-

cable theories, and making futile attempts to

demonstrate the impossible. How are they treated

by scientific men? Do they put them in prison,

or interfere with their freedom ? Not at all. The

crank is as free as the mostprofoundphilosopher,

but he does not get a hearing; that is the silent

answer Science makes to the cranks. She holds

men to be reasonable, and, if not so, laughs at

them, as she laughs at Brother Jasper of Virginia.

That is the answer, and that is the only persecu-

tion the scientific world ever inflicts upon the

crank and the fool. But the answer is effective

without persecution.

was at last followed by the united acceptance of it,

-Nature dictating to man what he should think,

and manbeing absolutely unable to disobey. That

is the explanation of the triumph of Darwinism.

So with every other discovery that at last be-

comes accepted. The process is simply that of

bringing before mind after mind the relations that

exist objectively in Nature, until Nature's system

forces itself into universal recognition. These two

elements, individual discovery and universal recog-

nition, are equally essential to the establishment

of any truth; and the combined result would be

impossible, if either Nature had no intelligible sys-

tem, or if the individual had no power to discover

that system, or if all individuals had no common

intellectual nature subject to universal laws. Phi-

losophy must find room for all these facts, or

confess its failure to comprehend the greatestof❘ and the union of the two will give to liberalism a

all facts,-the actual existence of a great body of

established truths about the universe, the actual

validity of human science as the work of universal

human reason guided and controlled by the universal

reason of Nature herself. It is this necessary fact

of the universality both of human reason and

cosmical reason to which individualistic liberalism

Now the system of liberalism will have to be

built up by the same process. We must take our

facts fromscience, and oursystem fromphilosophy,

systemby which it will create a new and beautiful

harmony, first in human thought, and then in

human life. For life lived as nature would have

it lived is the ultimate aim of liberalism, not the

life of natural savagery, but the life of natural

civilization, since it is the true nature of man to

be a social and moral being....
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Iam sick to death of the pertness and personal

conceit of which I see so much among radicals.

It is time for us to cultivate adifferent temper,

the temper of the man of science, most tenacious

of his thought, never letting it go so long as there

is the least hope of truth to be got, never losing

sight of it, adding experience to experience, until

by andbyhehas all the light he can get, and then

presents his results before his fellows, willing to

be corrected or to be proved mistaken, only anx-

ious to advance the truth. This temper of the

scientific mind, such as it shone in Charles

Darwin, is the most deeply religious thing that

characterizes this century. I see more of true

religion in that humble yet resolute devotion to

truth for its own sake than in all the churches,

in all the songs and prayers and sacraments

of Christendom combined. It seems to me the

most truly religious state of mind, as far removed

from pertness or conceit as can be. We need

to correct this individualistic self-feeling of ours

by keeping ever before us the higher dignity,

the superior majesty, of the universal human

mind; for it, and it alone, may claim to be the

prophet and priest of Nature, and to interpret to

each successive age the Universal Reason of the

All. But it is Science, not the Church, which

voices the loftiest insight of thehuman mind.

universe on that simple basis as a logical begin-

ning, has never yet succeeded in believing heartily

in anything but the ego. If it sticks to its own

avowed premises, it can logically end only in

absolute idealism and egoism; but, this being an

unpalatable conclusion, it lays down principles

which it dares not adhere to, and pays the penalty

of proceeding on unsound premises by making

itself ridiculous in the eyes of every keen-witted

observer.

The result of the revolution that I point out

would be this: that philosophy would cut loose

from this idle talk about the Ego, and devote itself

to something useful. I did not begin my con-

scious life with any self-created thoughts : I in-

herited my thoughts ; I received thousands of

impressions from persons and things around me,

and I cannot put myself in the attitude of being

the creator of my own derived existence. The

time will come, sooner or later, when philosophy

willbegin with the facts of science as given facts,

and cease to call them in question; and science

gives that realism which philosophy has no right

to challenge. We do know an external universe ;

we cannot make a motion or think a thought with-

outknowing it. With that admission as a begin-

ning, Philosophy has a clear course before her.

She must take this universe as she finds it ex-

pounded and revealed by Science. The business

of Philosophy is to bring these facts into order,

to arrange them, see what their system is, and

thereby get a clear conception of human life, and

help the world to govern its life according to this

conception. That is the object of any intellectual

system, to give direction to human life ; and, if

liberalism has any excuse for being, it must exist

in order to give to the world, to the individual and

to society alike, a higher and better law of life

than the churches give. If she has not a better

system than they, then, at the start, it isplain she

cannot give a higher ideal; and, if she has not

that, she has no business in the world at all.

Christianity is the best religion, if it shall give

the best law of life. That is the practical test,

the test of experience, the ethical test; and the

world will always believe that that is the best

religion which makes the best men and the best

society.

Philosophy, I said, was to be our organizer, our

system-maker, scrupulously and reverently taking

the facts as Science gives them. But Philosophy

herself has got to be revolutionized. Modern

philosophy is in a very crude state. We are wan-

dering about as in the labyrinth of Crete, and

Philosophy has not yet found the clew to lead us

out. Wehave got to begin afresh, with the ex-

istence of human knowledge as the original fact

of all facts. When we do that, we find that

human knowledge is not my knowledge, nor

yours; it is the knowledge which is the possession

of the whole human race. We must make the

transition from the little individual I to the uni-

versal We. The beginning-point of philosophy is

not with the individual, but with the race ; and

when that is clearly seen, and its consequences

accepted, there will be the greatest revolution in

philosophy that has taken place since the birth of

human thought. The change must be from the

narrow stand-point of individualism to the stand-

point of universalism ; the question is, not what

I think, feel, or believe, but what the human race

knows. What is the highest information about

this or that fact ? What has Science discovered

about it? Bringing all things to the test of the

We instead of the I, the revolution will yet be

made, and its mighty results will at last appear.

Then we shall have a philosophy which does not

need to debate whether an external world exists,

or not; there will be an end to the elaborate

foolery which claims that "all the world is my

impression," "all I know is the states of my own

consciousness." If this is what I must say, the

next man must say that all the world is his im-

pression, that I myself am only one of his own

conscious states, and that he himself is the whole

universe-in a nutshell ! This nonsense is the

logical outcome of our present philosophy. Old

Dr. Johnson, one morning, came down to break- | ual system, its definite social system. It must be

fast very cross. Boswell said, "What is the mat-

ter?" The Doctor said, "I had a dream. I

dreamed that I got into an argument with a fel-

low, and he beat me." Said Boswell, "You need

not feel badly about that. You were the other

fellow too, and you only beat yourself." That is

the sort of comfort one gets from the philosophy

of to-day. The necessity of revolutionizing it is

shown in the fact that modern philosophy began

with the ego alone, and, trying to construct the

I think that Nature herself, scientifically known

and philosophically conceived as a living whole,

will give this best ideal and this best life. That

is why I am so earnest for the spread of liberalism.

It is not because I want to force my hobby on my

fellow-men, nor because I want to make proselytes .

Iwant to see liberalism spread, but only with this

religious thought, with these lofty moral ideals.

The system of thought that can organize them

into life will make the world wiser and better.

Let us think that system out, until it achieves at

last this beneficent organic wholeness. Every one

of us is a wonderful organic system, and the proof

of that fact is our consciousness, our activity, our

character, our appearance here to-night. Destroy

that system, where are we? Gone, dead. Life

must be systematic; the life of the individual, of

the world, must be systematic. Liberalism, if

alive, must have its organism, its definite intellect-

one great, united, co-operating whole, made of

many parts, with noble relations to each other

and the destiny of man; and its unity, order,

system, liberty, will be a vivifying and transfig-

uring power in the world.

PUBLIC discussion is an intellectual stamping-mill,

where the worthless quartz is crushed and the pure

gold set free.

CORRESPONDENCE.

A LETTER FROM LIBERAL, ΜΟ .

Editors of The Index:-

Thinking that many of your readers are feeling an

interest in the success of our town, I have thought it

not out of place to give you a short description of the

place, people, etc., which may be acceptable to those

desirous of a change of their location the coming

spring. Whether seeking a more moderate and

healthy clime, wishing to invest money or to pro-

vide themselves with a home among congenial people,

there may be some who have never as yet heard of

our progressivetown. Liberal is located in the south-

west part of Missouri, in a rich, fertile, prairie coun-

try, with exhaustless coal banks and good building

stone quarries; climate moderate, and well adapted

to fruit-growing, stock and grain raising. In fact, all

branches of farming are successfully carried on. Our

town is young; but the people are a temperate, indus-

trious class of thinkers and workers, of all shades of

opinion, working together as a unit for the advance-

ment of our town in particular and humanity ingen-

eral. The Liberal Normal School is already estab-

lished and in good working order, under the efficient

management of Prof. W. E. Grayston, where it is

intended to take the child and step by step educate

him or her in all the various branches, so that they

may be practical as well as theoretical men and

women. We have no churches or saloons. We have

no use for them; but, instead, we have our Sunday

instruction schools, where all alike are instructed in

the things of this world. On Sunday evenings, at the

general assembly meetings, we have speeches, sing-

ing, recitations, music by our little orchestra, etc. , all

of which is both interesting and instructive. Iwill

not trespass further upon your valuable space, but

closeby saying, should any person, feeling aninterest

in the step we have taken, wish further information,

itwill be freely given by writing.

Respectfully,

LIBERAL, Mo., Dec. 20, 1884.

S. C. THAYER.

MORAL COERCION .

Editors of The Index :-

In your issue of December 18, you are pleased to

notice with gentlemanly criticism the documents

which I have recently caused to be mailed to the

merchants and manufacturers of our State, calling at-

tention to the mutual advantages to proprietors and

employés of the system of employing only such per-

sons as abstain from the use of alcoholic drinks .

By the general position assumed in your article, it

is fair to presume that you have not read the original

documents, copies of which are now forwarded ; and

I invite your attention especially to the "Testimo-

nials," showing the effect of the adoption of the plan

on a small scale and also on the larger scale of a

village or town.

While I have long been in favor of moral suasion

and legal protection, I am also in favor of using moral

coercion and boycotting,-all the means andmethods

that are available and right for reducing the amount

of alcoholic drinks manufactured, sold, and used to

the lowest minimum possible. We agree, I presume,

as to the end to be obtained, but differ as to one of

the means used for that object. The reason why we

differ seems to me to be simply this : advanced scien-

tists are apt to overlook some of the old-time formulas

that are based on as correct principles as have been

evolved in later years, and one of these I hold fast

unto as an unchangeable truth,-namely, "An ounce

ofprevention is better than a pound of cure." Inall

my temperance work for years, the words I have kept

uppermost in mind are-Prevent and Protect. They

are the key-notes in all effective arguments in favor

of total abstinence or prohibition.

Total abstinence certainly prevents some drunken-

ness. Drinking stimulants certainly does not, but

leads thereto, even if indulged inwith moderate in-

tentions. Hence,mycommon sense tells me that all

steps which discourage drinking habits tend to lessen

"the evils of drunkenness." And I believe that the

employment of drinking men and dealing with dissi-

pated merchants tend to encourage rather than dis-

courage them in their course of life. This also

applies to tenants.

In letting the rooms of a tenement house, I inva



THE INDEX JANUARY 1 1885 323

E

AL, MO.

rs are feeling

have thing

escription des

eptableto

on the

moderare

money or to

ongenial pe

as yet hear

tedin these

le, prairieng

good bit,

dwellsta

ng. In he

arriedon

mperate, inds

of all shade

orthe adr

ALM

alreadyesas

er thee

n, where

step

,50

Das Wear

e our S

rening,

peeches

active.

ble spa

inft

C. T

ja

L

1

2

1

riably ascertain whether the applicant is strictly tem-

perateor not. If not, he must seek rooms elsewhere.

My neighbors, observing that Ihave less trouble with

my tenants and less damages to repair than others

have, will follow the example. If all the proprietors

of rented houses and buildings in manufacturing

towns should adopt this course, it would go a great

waytoward insuring thepractice of total abstinence

in those towns, avoiding many disturbances and

arrests for various crimes, and reducing public ex-

pensés. No one here denies that I have a proper

right to make this rule and specify what kind of

men, as to habits, may occupy my tenements. Does

any one in Boston question it? If that right be ac-

knowledged, as I think it must, have I not the right
to insist that the man employed at my residence shall

be, not only a total abstainer, but anon-smoker, if I

choose? It secures greater safety for the man, more

security for my family and property, and also for the

property ofmy neighbors.

Now suppose I was engaged in a manufacturing

business . If I have the right to rule out drinking

habits on one "hired man," the same right holds

good on a hundred or a thousand employés. And I

fail to see the injustice which you speak of in cases

of this kind any more than when applied to tenants .

Applicants are not obliged to accede to the conditions,

as they can go elsewhere; but the conditions, instead

of being an injury to themselves or families, have

been proven, wherever tested, to be of great advan-

tage to all concerned. Mr. C. H. Tilton, Boot and

Shoe Manufacturer of Ashland, Mass., adopted the

system three years ago, and says that, if once adopted

by business men, it will never be discarded. Mr.

Tilton also testifies that, by the adoption of this plan,

his employés-the total abstainers put in the place of

drinking men-have increased their comforts fifty

per cent. , besides adding fifty per cent. to the amount

ofgoods produced, compared with results attained by

the previous workmen. The highly respected firm of

E. & T. Fairbanks & Co., of St. Johnsbury, Vt., has

strictly adhered to this system for many years; and

their testimony and comments relating thereto would

be very interesting to your readers. So also is the

account of Bessbrook, Ireland, with its linen manu-

factories and population of about fifteen thousand .

"No rum-seller or rum-drinker can find anyplace in

Bessbrook: they are kept out of it as strictly as a

wolf is kept from asheepfold or a hog from aJewish

sanctuary. And, in this single fact, we have the most

obvious cause of its marvellous prosperity." It has

"no idlers, no paupers, no policemen, no drunkards."

A commendatory letter récently received from

Edwin H. Baker, agent of the Otis Company at Ware

and Three Rivers, Mass., says that they employ nearly

two thousand persons, and that the condition of affairs

which Iam working for has been practically secured

by them, "as a result of an unrelenting determina-

tion not to take into or retain in our employ any

personknownto be addicted to the use of intoxicating

liquors. The change for the better in the last few

years has been as marked as it is gratifying."

To construe this demand on the part of employers

into"athreat," we submit is not right or just. The

reasons given in the proposed "Notice" to employés

are as follows, namely: "This course is adopted to

promote the welfare of all whom we may employ and

their families, and also for the best interests of the

proprietors and of the citizens of our town or city."

As to impairing "the independence and self-respect

of employés," we differ entirely on that point. In

this enlightened period, the majority of drinking men

who are employed have lost their self-respect, man-

hood, and independence. They care more for stimu-

lants than for their reputation or the comfort of their

families. If they could be induced through any

honest method to abandon the glass entirely and

associate only with abstainers, they would soon ac-

quiremanliness and self-respect, and be of some ser-

vice instead of a curse to society.

Let us not forget that the one hundred thousand

intemperate persons annually lost in this country

began their course as "moderate" drinkers, not as

drunkards, and that the high ground ofindependence
and using without abusing all the privileges (?) of

mankind is not safe or wise, as man is constructed at

present. If, in the process of development, human

beings should become of such physical condition that

alcohol would have no more effect on them than the

same quantity of teaor coffee, then, although dyspep-

tics areuncomfortable to themselves and others, they

would not be so dangerous and expensive to the

community as to require segregation.

The day is coming, I believe, when business and

professional men with drinking habits, and employ-

ing drinking workmen and assistants, will have few

customers outside of their circle of friends with like

characteristics, and when their company will be

tabooed by the best society. Such a step would have

far greater influence for good than all the moral

suasion that could be brought to bear on that class of

citizens. For such an example, we may recall the

practice followed for many years by earnest members

of the Society of Friends, who, at much extra cost

and inconvenience, declined to purchase slave-labor

goods when free-labor sugars, cottons, etc., could be

obtained.

In conclusion, let us look at the subject broadly.

Would any scientist or moralist declare that it is not

just and proper for railroad and steamboat corpora-

tions to establish a rule-as some have-that none

except total abstainers from the use of alcoholic

drinks shall be employed by them? (If that rule had

been in force on one of our Boston steamship lines,

theonehundred lives lost on the "City of Columbus"

might have been saved for further usefulness; for it

is alleged that the officer in charge of the deck that

night was in a lock-up in Boston the night pre-

vious on account of dissipation, and hence was not in

proper condition to go on duty.] And, if one class

of corporations can secure more efficient service by

adopting this system, all other classes of corporations

and business firms can realize more or less advantage

by following the same course. If the proper rights

and independence of the persons employed by railroad

companies are not unjustly interfered with in this

respect, then it cannot be wrong for manufacturers to

adopt a similar rule.

GEORGE KEMPTON.

SHARON, MASS., Dec. 20, 1884.

BOOK NOTICES.

SI-YU-KI. Buddhist Records of the Western World.

Translated from the Chinese of Hiuen Tsiang (A.D.

629) by Samuel Beal, B.A. (Trinity College, Cam-

bridge), R.N. (Retired Chaplain andN.I.), Professor

of Chinese, University, London; Rector of Wark,

Northumberland, etc. In two volumes. 12mo .

Boston: James R. Osgood & Co. 1885.

Buddhistbooks sent to the India Office in 1876by the

government of Japan. It consists of Twelve Books

or Chapters, and the translation is included in the

two volumes here noticed. "It is," as the London

Times says, "astrange freak of historical preservation

that the best account of the condition of India at that

ancient period has come down to us in the books of

travel written by the Chinese pilgrims, of whom

Hwen Thsang is the best known." The "Records"

have a preface by Chang Yueh, who flourished as

Chinese minister of State A.D. 713-756. Prof. Beal,

in his Introduction, which embraces more than a

hundred pages, gives a sketch and the "records" of

Shih Fa-hian, who wrote about A.D. 400,-the first

Chinese traveller whose name and writings havecome

down to us, and of Sung Yun, who was sent A.D.

518 by the Empress of Northern Wei dynasty to seek

for books, and who with his associates brought back

onehundred and seventy volumes. Numerous notes

and explanations add to the value of the work, which

is a contribution to the translations of Buddhistic lit-

erature of a most interesting and important character,

for which we believe Prof. Beal and his publishers

willhave the appreciative thanks ofmany readers.

B. F. U.

A SKETCH OF THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE REV.

SYDNEY SMITH. By J. Stuart Reid. Illustrated.

New York : Harper & Brothers .

Mr. Reid informs us in his preface that his object

in writing this book has been to supplement and not

to rival the biography by Sydney Smith's daughter,

Lady Holland, which has long been the delight of

many readers. It is only fair to judge the book by

the intention of the writer. As a substitute for Lady

Holland's biography with the appended correspond-

ence compiled by Mrs. Austin, this book would not

demand attention. We must still go to the earlier

book for perfect apprehension of the personality of

Sydney Smith and for a report of his most happy say-

ings. But, as a supplement to the earlier and fuller

book, Mr. Reid's has great merits. It is much more

formal and exact in its method. The details of the

laughter-loving dean's experience are given in a

muchmore orderly manner. The reader's ignorance

is oftener consulted and dispelled. The illustrations,

some of which are exquisitely done, are a real help

to the impression of reality derived from the printed

page. The feeling which the former book planted so

deeply in the reader's mind is fostered by this into

more vigorous growth. We mean the feeling that

the wisdom of Sydney Smith was even greater than

his wit; that he was fundamentally one of the most

serious of men. Here is a story that is told of

Voltaire that may be new to some of The Index read-

ers. It cannot be to all. "I am astonished," said

a Swiss gentleman to him, "thatyou should speak

so well of Haller, for he is outrageous inhis abuse

ofyou." "Well, well," replied Voltaire, "I believe

the truth is we have both formed very erroneous

ideas of each other." There are one or two of

Smith's sayings about Macaulay that belong with

his desire to get from him "a few brilliant flashes

of silence." For example: "I wish I could write

poetry like you, Rogers. I would write anInferno,

and I would put Macaulay among a number ofdis-

putants, and-gag him." It is a pity that he should

be habitually thought of as only a jolly man of wit.

His interest in politics and in sensible religion was

immense. He was one of the most forward-looking

men of his time, one of the most advanced, and one

of the most catholic. Anew book always stands a

chance of being read where an old one is not, but

we shall be mistaken if this book does not send

many to his biography by Lady Holland and to his

collected works.

Buddhistbooks were imported into China as early

as the first century of the Christian era. From these

books, the Chinese obtained knowledge of the history

of the founder of Buddhism, and became familiar

with the names of places consecrated by his presence.

Many Chinese pilgrims, Buddhist priests, desiring to

visit the spots and gaze upon the mementoes dear to

the hearts of all devout Buddhists, impelled by the

spirit of religious devotion and enthusiasm, visited

India, enduring great sufferings while exposed to

perils by desert, mountain, and sea. Not the least

valuable portion of the Buddhist literature of China,

of which a large amount has been discovered the past

few years, are the records of the travels of these Chi-

nese Buddhist pilgrims, since they contain the testi-

mony of independent eye-witnesses as to the facts re-

lated by them in regard to the geography, history,

manners, and religion of the people of India. The Si-

yu-ki, or "Memorials ofthe Western World," is a work

prepared by Hiuen Tsiang, an illustrious Chinese

Buddhist priest and traveller, who was born A.D. 629,

went to India and gave seventeen years to travel and

study in that country and portions of Central Asiabe-

fore returning to his native land. He brought back

withhim, in addition to several statues of Buddha of

gold, silver, and sandal-wood, one hundred and

twenty-four works (sûtras) of the Great Vehicle, and

other works,"amounting in the whole to five hundred

and twenty fasciculi, carried by twenty-two horses."

Of the works translated by him are seventy-five in-

cluded in "The Catalogue of the Chinese Buddhist

Tripitaka," by Bunyiu Nanjio . The Si-yu-ki was pre-

pared by Hiuen Tsiang from documents brought from

India by himself in 645 A.D. Being the result largely

ofpersonal knowledge and experience, it is a work of

great value for the history of India; and, being full of

legend and old folk-lore, it is interesting even to the

general reader, while it affords the best material for

estimating the marvellous effect which the rise and

development of Buddhism had on the old national

life of India and neighboring countries. The Chinese

original, now translated for the first time into Eng-

lish, is one of the works included in the collection of

J. W. C.

THE North American Review for January contains a

number of timely and admirable papers. The article

by Bishop Huntington on "Vituperation in Politics"

is well worth reading. "Froude's Life of Carlyle,"

by Frederic Harrison, contains more truth and just

criticism in regard to Carlyle than any other article

thathas appeared since Froude's work was published.

The other articles are "The Reunited Union," by

Henry Watterson; "William Herschel's Star Sur-

veys," by Richard A. Proctor; "American Labor

Organizations," by Richard J. Hinton; "Socrates,

Buddha, and Christ," by W. L. Courtney; "The

Increase of Wealth," by Michael G. Mulhall; and

"The Evidence of the Senses," by Prof. John Le

Conte. (New York, 30 Lafayette Place.)

1
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ACCORDING to reports published in the papers,

justice in Denver is not only blind, as it is every-

where saidto be, but in the police court it has of

late been blind drunk. The judge of the police-

court, whose recent decisions and discharges have

been a surprise to the people, had to be escorted

home one day last week, so badly was he intoxi-

cated; and now it is said that his eccentric deci-

sions were due to the fact of his having been on a

prolonged spree.

DR. W. H. CHANNING, whose death in England

occurred recently, was one of the early New Eng-

land Transcendentalists, and was among those who

tried the Brook Farm experiment. He edited the

Present and the Harbinger, and contributed to the

Dial. Hewas a nephew of the distinguished Will-

iam Ellery Channing, whose memoir he wrote in

three volumes, one of several works which he

wrote. He died in his seventy-fifth year.

PROF. PROCTOR says : "The evidence now ob-

tained confirms the theory which was advanced

in 1848, and has since been maintained by Gosse

and others, that a race of marine animals exists,-

including, probably, several varieties, which is

characterized by a serpentine neck, a head small

compared with body, but large compared with the

thickness of the neck, an air breather, and deriv-

ing its propulsive power from paddles ; in other

words, a modern representative of the long-necked

plesiosaurians of the great secondary or mesozoic

era. Creatures of this class have been aptly com-

paredto what would be formed bydrawing a ser-

pent through the body of a sea turtle."

JUDGE E. F. BRIGHAM, of the Franklin County

(Ohio) Court of Common Pleas, in an action to

restrain the cityclerk of Columbus and the print-
ing committee of the city council from entering

into a contract with the Sunday News to do the

city's printing during the coming year,-on the

ground, principally, that the News, being a Sunday

paper, necessarily involves the performance of

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

fendant should be restrained from consummating | astronomical outfit, one of the most complete in

the contract. The defendant admitted that, al-

though the side of the paper on which appears the

matter contracted for by the city was done before

twelve o'clock Saturday night, the other side of

the paper was, to some extent, made up after mid-

night, and struck off and the papers folded and

distributed on Sunday. The decision was made

on the ground that, the labor performed on the

paper on Sunday being common labor, the con-

tract was made in contravention of the common

labor statute, and was therefore illegal and in-

effective.

We have here a judicial decision based on an

authority evidently condemned bythe reason and

common sense of the judge, who said: "Judges,

of course, have nothing to do with legislation :

we have to construe statutes as we find them, in

view of the law as laid down by the text writers

and by the courts of authority; and especially are

they bound to follow any adjudication made by

the highest tribunal of their own State. And, in

this case, I am bound to follow the law as I find it

laid down, without reference to my individual

opinion as to what the equity of the case would

demand. Our present statute is superannuated and

not adapted to the present time; and it ought to

be remodelled and made applicable to the present

state of things, as there are many works which

have become 'works of necessity' since the adop-

tion of that statute. As, for instance, Sunday

newspapers, which were a comparatively unknown

thing fifty years ago,have now become, in view of

the demand of the reading public for the very

latest news, almost a necessity, as there is hardly

a town of twenty thousand inhabitants in the

country that has not one or more Sunday news-

papers. No court has yet defined clearly what

works of necessity are. Judge Thurman, in his

decision, gives a sort of general definition, stating
that it does not necessarily mean 'manual labor,'

and goes a little farther and states that it may not

be a work of absolute and positive necessity, but it

may be 'moral necessity' ; but what is meant by a

'moral' necessity is not given."

JUDGE BRIGHAM further declared that achange

ought to be made in the statute, and the case in

handwas one which should be reviewed by a court

having authority to some extent to inaugurate a

rule which would not conflict with the rules hereto-

fore recognized, but not established by the Supreme

Court. He thought it would be presumption in

him to inaugurate such a rule; and he therefore

should follow the principles as they are recog-

nized, even though his decision should be re-

versed. He thus concluded: "I will state further

that this is a case which ought to go up and have

this question settled by the Supreme Court of the

State, and I would not feel at all hurt if my
decision were reversed." A few decisions of this

sort will be pretty sure to lead either to a modifi-

cation of the statute or to ajudicial interpretation

of it inharmonywith the requirements of the times.

THE great San Francisco Observatory has been

common labor on that day,-decided that the de- given, in execution of James Lick's will, a full

the world. The thirty-six inch telescope, now

under the charge of Alvah Clarke & Sons, of

Cambridge, Mass., will not be ready for use for

a year or more. Of this telescope, which will be

the largest in the world, the Springfield Republican

says : "The lenses have not yet been completed.

The flint disc wasmade longago; but no crown disc

has yet been obtained, although nineteen unsuc-

cessful attempts to cast one have been made. Two

discs cast in the rough at Paris are now waiting

inspection. The new telescope will bring the

moon within thirty miles of the earth, a gain of

fifty miles over the power of any existing instru-

ment. It is supposed that there is another planet

in our system; that Jupiter's satellites also have

satellites ; and that the nebulæ, instead of systems

now forming, maybe nothing but thickgroups of

stars. On these and other astronomical conten-

tions, the big glass is expected to throw new light."

THE Christian Statesman says : "We see that a

petition is in circulation in Massachusetts for the

abolition of the civil oath. The signers ask that all

distinction between witnesses who qualify with an

oath and others who decline to do so be ignored by

the law. Here, as at other points, the real question

is whether the Bible is true. If God has ordained

the oath as a means of bringing the human con-

science face to face with himself and awakening

a solemn fear of punishment in case of falsehood,

then courts of justice are bound to use the oath as

an 'instrument of investigation' into the truth. If

the people believe in the divine authority and in

the efficiency of the oath, they cannot but pre-

scribe its employment in their constitutions and

laws. Few intelligent and candid infidels will

deny that this is the teaching of the Scriptures on

this matter." We object to the judicial oath, be-

cause it implies acceptance by the State of theo-

logical dogmas,because it tends to makemen un-

dervalue the obligation of telling the truth when

not under oath, and because it offers a premium

upon hypocrisy and punishes sincerity and truth-

fulness by favoring the man who lies in saying he

believes when he does not, and imposing disabili-

ties or inflicting disgrace upon the atheist who

scorns to falsify in regard to his convictions for

gain to himself or others. If the Bible can be

quoted in support of the oath, so much the worse

for the Bible. But Jesus is reported to have said :

"But I say unto you, Swear not at all : neither by

heaven, for it is God's throne; nor by the earth,

for it is his footstool" (Matt. v., 34). The Chris-

tian Statesman, however, although it professes to

regard the Bible as the word of God and to recog-

nize Jesus Christ as the Ruler of nations, holds to

theories and observances for which it would be

difficult to find any authority in the Jewish or

Christian sacred Scriptures. Our contemporary,

for instance, would have the government compel

men to observe as a sacred day Sunday, a festival

daydedicatedby the Pagan Romans to the sun,

which, without any Scriptural authority whatever,

was substituted by the Romish Church for the

seventh day as the sanctifiedday for worship.
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THE SENIOR EDITOR'S CREED .

The senior editor of The Index has just com-

pleted a connection of twenty-five years with the

First Congregational Society of New Bedford as

its minister. That society is a good specimen of

ecclesiastical evolution. The parent society was

organized early in the last century, on the old basis

of NewEngland Congregationalism, inheriting the

Puritan faith and traditions. In the latter part

of the century, it had an Arminian minister, Dr.

West, a vigorous thinker and a liberal one for

his time, who prepared the society for the adoption

of Unitarianism. This step was taken by the

larger part of the congregation in 1811. From

that time forward, the society has been gradually

growing more and more liberal, as evinced, first,

by modifications made from time to time in the

form of the church covenants, or creeds, that had

to be assented to by those who became church-

members and communicants in distinction from

mere pew-holders ; and, second, by the gradual

disappearance of all creeds and covenants whatso-

ever and of so-called sacraments, and the abolition

of church-membership itself as anything distinct

from membership in the society at large, until

now the society stands practically on the ground

of free religion. It has not been represented in

the National Unitarian Conference for many

years, though popularly known as a Unitarian

society. Its membership is freely open to any

who may desire to take part in it, no question

concerning beliefs being asked. Any adult per-

son of either sex becomes a voting member of the

society by regularly selecting and paying for a seat

in the church,-a degree of liberty which might

lead toharm, perhaps, in a new organization, but

which works harmlessly in this. The present

minister has been in the habit for years of regard-

ing Christianity as one of the fallible historical

forms of faith, and of reading in the pulpit from

the Scriptures of all faiths and from modern

writers, as having, none of them, any other author-

ity than that which truth itself gives to them. On

Sunday, December 28, giving a discourse appropri-

ate to the twenty-fifth anniversary of his settle-

ment, he summed up the main points of his teach-

ing in certain articles of belief, not, of course, to

be imposed as a creed upon any members of the

society, but as a succinct statement of his leading

convictions. As these may also have an interest

to readers of The Index, they are printed here :-
1. I believe in God as the power eternal, im-

mortal, invisible, omnipresent, within and behind

allphenomena, unknown and yet known, working

in and through nature, producer and sustainer of

all forms of existence, vitalizer of all organisms and

life, welling up as mental and moral energy in the

consciousness of man, and striving in the develop-

ment of human history to establish righteousness

as the law of life for the individual and for the

race, and as the surest, amplest providence for

human guidance.

2. I believe in man as the highest consummation

and expression of the eternal energy in that part

of the universe which comes within his knowledge.

Beginning on the level of animal existence, spring-

ing from the lower forms of life that were anterior

to him, I believe that in him the eternal energy has

fashioned such an organism that he has been able

to rise from the plane of animal life, through the

various grades of savagery and barbarism, until he
has reached the heights of civilization, enlighten-

ment, and power which he holds to-day. I believe

that he has made this progress, and has capacity

for indefinite progress in the future, through his

natural faculties of reason, conscience, and affec-

tion, which are a manifestation in him, under

finite limitations, of the eternal energy itself, and

which maybe so vitalized as to make man a sec-

ondary creator, through the practical application

of his increasing mental and moral wisdom, in

co-operating with and carrying forward the eternal

world-purpose.

3. I believe that the moral law, or conscience,

is man's intuitive perception of the equation of

rights betweenhuman beings in their relations to

each other. I believe that a certain stage of intel-

ligence through the discipline of experience had

to be reached by primitive man before this percep-

tion became possible, just as a certain degree of

intelligence was necessary for perceiving the rela-

tion of numbers in the multiplication table ; but

that, when this degree of intelligence was reached,

the perception of the equation of rights between

man and man would follow as necessarily as the

perception of the relation of numbers. I believe,

therefore, that morality rests on as permanent and

irrefragable a basis as does the science of mathe-

matics.

4. I believe that religion is the expression of

man's relation to the universe and its vital powers,

or to its living, sustaining energy. From connec-

tion with and dependence upon this power, it is

not possible for manto escape. The fact of this

relation is established by science; and science, in

its broad sense, must be depended upon to give

the true theory of it. But, in all ages, man has

been conscious of it ; and his expression of the

relation has threefold form, through thought,

through feeling, and through action. Through

one or another or all of these forms of expres-

sion, he has sought to perfect his relation to the

universal forces and laws. I believe that from

this fundamental idea have grown all the special

religions, while their distinguishing beliefs and

ceremonies have been shaped by the intelligence

of the people holding them. I believe, therefore,

that the religions all have a natural origin and a

natural development ; that, by virtue of their com-

mon root, they are sects of one universal religion ;

and that, notwithstanding their differences and

antagonisms resulting from their special doctrines

and claims, there are among them certain under-

lying unities of belief and aspiration and moral

sentiment by which they are bound together in

one fellowship.

As

5. I believe that the sacred books of the various

religions have the same natural source,-the human

mind in its effort to express its relation to the in-

finite power. They are the religious literature of

the race or people producing them. Various in

merit, they all contain important truths ; and the

truths in all of them are mingled with errors .

a transcript of what humanity has thought and

felt, as it has struggled with the great problems of

life, they are invaluable. But they are to be read

to-day, not as infallible authority for truth, but

with that discrimination which can separate truth

from error, and find refreshing for the heart and

moral stimulus for conduct instead of a creed to

bind upon the intellect.

6. I believe that the founders and prophets of

the religions were human beings of superior intel-

lectual endowments or moral insight ; holymen and

seers, who became the natural leaders of the peo-

ple about them; and around whose lives,through

the pious imagination of their followers, there

afterward gathered legends and myths to express

the people's wonder and admiration for their great-
ness and power. I believe that the lustre of the

moral example of Jesus is not dimmed nor the

power of his character for moral inspiration im-

paired by thus placing him in the natural line of

humanity, and in a group of kindred souls, who

have lived and wrought and died, and borne brave

testimony to the truth and the right, for the guid-

ance and healing of the nations.

7. I believe that reward and retribution for

deeds done in the body are assured by the natural

law that binds effect to cause; that moral erroror

wickedness produces as its inevitable consequence

pain and wretchedness; that, if continued, it is

suicidal in its agency, and tends to the ultimate

destruction of its own power; that moral good, on

the contrary, is self-perpetuating, and leads ever

more andmore tolarger and higher life, to realms

ofpurer happiness, and to ever-greatening capacity

for virtue and for virtue's service.

8. Ibelieve that,on theground of the strongest

and most rational probability, though it be beyond

the realm of knowledge, man may entertain a

confident hope-nay, a faith-in his own personal

immortality ; that the eternal energy, having

achieved self-consciousness in the wonderful per-

sonality of human character, with its power of

progressing upon its own nature, will not lightly

throw away such a being and such an advantage

after a few years of earthly life. I believe, how-

ever, that, whilemanmay entertain this hope and

hold this faith, his first of duties is not to dream

of the life hereafter, but to work zealously for the

amelioration of human society on earth; to show

himself less anxious to save his own soul for

eternal bliss than to save other souls around him

from present ignorance, wrong, and wretchedness

to a capacity for moral and spiritual life.

9. I believe that, as God, the eternal, living

energy, is ever seeking and striving to embody his

power more and more in man, soliciting him by

inward constraining impulse to truth and goodness

and moral beauty, so also may man correspond-

ingly seek and find God; for
"God is seenGod

In the star, in the stone, in the flesh, in the soul, and the

clod.

And, thus looking within and around me, I ever renew

(With that stoop of the soul which in bending upraises

ittoo)

The submission of man's nothing-perfect to God's all-com-

plete,

As,by each new obeisance in spirit, Iclimb to his feet."

10. And, finally, I believe that in this verse we

have a statement of religion's threefold expression,

-its thought, its emotion, its deed. Here is prac-

tical religion, and here also are the spirit and atti-

tude of genuine worship and prayer.

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

THE RELIGIOUS SIDE OF SPENCER'S PHI-

LOSOPHY.

The last few months have done not a littleto

exhibit Mr. Spencer's philosophy in a new light.

Until lately, a large part of his followers have

looked upon him as a positivist of the agnostic

scientific type ; a unique thinkerwho had cut adrift

from all the old schools of philosophy and dis-

carded the old a priori metaphysics as unknowable,

in order to make a new departure from nature

a posteriori; an investigator who, starting induc-

tively from the phenomena,had constructed a great

cosmic system on facts alone without a trace of

idealist assumption. His enemies, not a few of

them, joined in this chorus with a will, and abused

him roundly for these attributes which his friends

had been kind enough to present him with. It

was an interesting little dispute too ; for the wide-

spread attention aroused by Mr. Spencer's brilliant

physical speculations naturally lent weight to their

metaphysical side, and his supposed agnosticism

and real indifference to ontology were quite in

accord with current scientific modes of thought.

It was pleasant to have such high authority for

pushing aside the old puzzles of religious meta-

physics, and natural to supposehis authority would
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extend far enough to defend the intellect in its

farthest advance,but would not sanction any illog-

ical attempt to recapture in the name of belief a

field abandoned inthe name of knowledge. See-

ing the beauty and extent of the new achievements

of science, with which Mr. Spencer was apparently

in such close sympathy, they took it for granted

thathe was as completely satisfied with it as they

themselves. And so the buoyant and even arro-

gant scientific spirit of the times claimed him for

a leader, without inquiring very closely into his

opinion about abstractions, to which it was funda-

mentally indifferent. It was enough that he had

calledthem unknowable, and turned to more prac-

tical investigations.

from the antinomies,mayseem strange to many,

wewill here quote from the summing up in Mr.

Spencer's First Principles, where, after quoting

Hamilton's antinomies with approval, he says :

"Thus do all lines of argument converge to the

same conclusion,"-the absolute creative Power is

certain, but it is inscrutable. "The imbecilities of

the understanding ... prove to be necessitated by

the laws of that understanding," for "the Reality

underlying appearances is totally and forever in-

conceivable by us." Yet belief must come in to

make up for knowledge; for, while the "Absolute

cannot in any manner ordegree be known in the

strict sense of knowing, yet we find that its posi-

tive existence is a necessary datum of conscious-

ness, that so long as consciousness continues we

cannot for an instant rid it of this datum, and

that the belief which this datum constitutes has

a higher warrant than any other whatever." And,

in this assertion of a fundamental Reality, "Re-

ligion finds an assertion essentially coinciding

with her own" ; for we are obliged to regard every

phenomenon as a manifestation of an Infinite

creative Power. This is notby anymeans an ex-

ceptional passage. It is repeated many times in

variousforms. It is true that to Mr. Spencerthe old

creeds were the fetich superstitions of an undevel-

oped age; but he urged that within their husks

lay a living kernel of truth, the vital belief in an

ultimate unseen Reality, an unconditioned creative

psychic Existence, to whose "established order"

conduct should point. And he went farther under

the guidance of Hamilton, and held that the

fundamental conceptions of both science and the-

ology were self-destructive, because they involved

us in alternate impossibilities of thought and thus

compelled us to fall back upon belief in a realm

where reason was not only inadequate but mis-

leading, belief which had notwithstanding the

Now, however, they find out all at once that this

is amistake, and that Mr. Spencer is not only an

idealist, but that his views approach much nearer

to positive Christianity than to their own nega-

tive philosophy; and they are naturally somewhat

at a loss. In his controversy with Mr. Harrison

and other recent writings, he has unmistakably

committed himself to the spiritualistic interpre-

tation of the universe, and explained that his

Unknowable is not amere negation,but the infi-

nite and eternal Substance that lies beneath all

phenomena, which it is easy for us to identify with

the central conception of Spinoza and so many

other philosophers from the verydawn of thought.

Mr. Fiske, too, in his recent Concord lecture on

the destiny of man, spoke of the human "soul as

a spiritual substance, an effluence from Godhood,

which, under certain conditions, becomes incar-

nated in perishable forms of matter," "the chief

object of divine care, the consummate fruition of

that creative energy which is manifested through-

out the knowable universe," whose earthly com-

pleteness was to come in "the time when, in the

truest sense, the kingdoms of this world shall be-

come the kingdom of Christ, and he shall reign | highest warrant.

forever king of kings and lord of lords," while

beyond lay the almost irresistible certainty of

immortality.

Naturally, this has seemed to the agnostics a

startling abandonment of their cause almost in

the hour of triumph, a return to the conservative

flesh-pots when the promised land is full in sight.

But it is not so. It is not a new departure, but an

explanation ; and Mr. Fiske might have gone

much farther without leaving the line of his great

leader's arguments. He might have reminded us

of the irresistible force of those elementary beliefs,

independent of experimental proof or even of in-

telligent reasoning, which Spencer recognized so

fully, and claimed (with manyable thinkers) that

they include a belief in personal immortality and

apersonal deity, and thus have pushed forward

the cosmic mole of attack until it became a but-

tress for the threatened wall of the Church,-a

broadandeasypathway bywhich all might enter

and yet the citadel be saved. He had a good ex-

ample, for Mansel had done the same thing for

Hamilton; and, in ontology, Spencer is Hamilton's

pupil, beyond a doubt. And Mansel's argument

was sound, if his premises are conceded ; for, if

there is any such thing as a conclusive and binding

belief which is independent of experimental proof,

then the want of evidence is not a sufficient objec-

tion to any other such belief. And, if ontology

contains contradictions which cannot be solved or

explained away, and belief is to remain unshaken

by them, as Hamilton and Spencer held, then the

imbecility and uselessness of reasoning on such

subjects are manifest; and unreasonableness is not

an objection to any creed, however extravagant, if

it is only amatter of faith.

As this view of Spencer's relation to Hamilton's

idealism, and his agreement with his argument

There is nothing very novel about this. The

list is a long one of the great idealist thinkers

who have believed in this infinite and eternal Over-

soul which we must acknowledge, although we

only see it through a glass darkly. The strange

thing is that Mr. Spencer's position in their ranks

has been so often ignored that the recent explana-

tions of Mr. Fiske and himself have excited sur-

prise. As his main position as an idealist has

been so often lost sight of, it is not strange that

his minor doctrine about belief should have been

forgotten; but it is a perfect defence to Mr. Fiske,

or any one else who wishes to give a religious in-

terpretation to Mr. Spencer's philosophy. It is

extremely far-reaching; for Mr. Spencer did not

stop, as so many of our thinkers have done, with

our inability to form an adequate conception of

MORMONISM IN A NEW LIGHT.

IV.

Visions.

The origin of Mormonism has beenread by the

world through the Spaulding romance and Anthon

letter spectacles, which revealed fraud and im-

posture only, proving Smith and his followers

knaves or fools; and yet I believe the verdict of

history will be that the Spaulding manuscript

never fell under the eyes of Smith, while the

characters from the plates did fall under the eyes

of Prof. Anthon. Still, the cry of "Fraud! fraud !"

is heard on every hand, from reputable authors

and liberal editors no less than from venal and

bigoted writers. It is hard for the world to admit

it has borne false witness against the Mormons,

and that, in its attempt to put down Mormonism,

it has told more lies about it than it was charged

with telling about itself. But what a different

complexion is given to the argument, if the Book

of Mormon was not taken from the Spaulding

manuscript, and if the characters Prof. Anthon

called "a hoax, and a very clumsy one at that,"

were genuine ! And yet I do not know of a single

writer who has perceived or noted the significance

of this fact, though it would seem to call for no

great wit or ingenuousness. Still, Jules Rémy, the

French savant, and by far the ablest and fairest

writer on Mormonism, does venture this one re-

mark: "Did Smith himself find any such plates ?

Likely enough : he is known to have been called

'the manly digger,' and there would have been

nothing extraordinary had he, in his frequent

diggings, been the first to find objects similar to

those which we know Wiley afterward dug up in

1843." And he says, "But what is certain is that

Joseph musthave known of Spaulding's romance,"

etc., thus crediting Smith with having found both

the plates and the manuscript.

But this is not all. Every writer makes Smith

the finder of a peepstone, or seerstone, as it is

called by the Scotch ; and this stone is said to have

been found in 1819, which makes it the first of his

discoveries,-another fact which seems to have no

significance for any writer excepting in the one

direction of fraud and superstition; but the super-

stition seems to have been shared by the neigh-

borhood, as there were several claimants for the

stone, and the people, too, flocked to the places

indicated by the young necromancer, where hidden

treasures were buried. But mark that, according

to the anti-Mormon theory, while prospecting with

the stone, the boy finds golden plates engraved

with mysterious characters, and a manuscript pur-

porting to give a history of the ancient inhabitants

of America! What philosophic mind even can

infinity. If he had,hewould have held a strong ❘ say there is "nothing extraordinary" in this ? But

position as to its practical application, and would

havebeen able to correct the vagaries into which

belief so often runs by pointing out that they were

contradictory or unreasonable. This, however, he

cannot welldo now; for by accepting the antino-

mies and the conclusion from them of the imbe-

cility of the intellect on ontological themes, which

belief is nevertheless to uphold, he loses it as a

negative check. If we have got to believe in an

inconceivable result, whichever way we turn, then

logic fails, and even the reductio ad absurdum loses

its force. Deprived of this negative check, no

elementary belief can be disproved, however ex-

travagant; and, instead of being surprised at Mr.

Fiske's supposed advance, weought to expect before❘tion of prime importance in this discussion. But

these things, be it remembered, happened to a

youth, an illiterate youth, from fifteen to twenty

years of age. Now, let me ask, who would not

have faith in such a stone, and count it as some-

thing more than amere geological curiosity ? And

is it strange that Smith should use the stone,

which had discovered the plates, in the translation

of those plates? And is it surprising that he

should have availed himself of the manuscript, if

he found one, as affording some clew to the subject-

matter of the ancient record ? This view certainly

refutes the idea of Smith being a deliberate falsi-

fier, if nothing more, and is a strong argument

even in favor of Smith's sincerity, which is a ques-

long some new Mansel to draw the same lesson

from Spencer's teaching that the author of the

Prolegomena drew from Spencer's teacher, and

evolve from it again an orthodox creed.

HENRY W. HOLLAND.

to admit his sincerity is to concede much more

than that.

Letus rise to a higher plane of criticism. The

conditions potent enough to generate this new

religion were the temperamental bias of the Smith
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family, the religious state of the time and neigh-

borhood in which they lived, and the discovery

(accidental or otherwise) of golden plates long

hidden in the earth. Those were the days of

creeds which were believed and proven by the

Book. The sects were at war one with the other ;

and, though alarmed at the progress of the doc-

trine of the papacy, each asserted its own infalli-

bility. There was ageneral ferment; and, among

the many new isms that sprung up in the first

quarter of this century, Universalism and Unita-

rianism are ranked among the first; but the small

show of sympathy they manifested toward each

other proves how slight was the advance in the

religious consciousness of the times. And now at

this day even, when the Mormon standard waves

over its spreading empire in the heart of this

great continent, these two leading sects largely

cling to the belief in the inspiration of the Script-

ures, and in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour.

What, then, of orthodox Christianity fifty or sixty

years back ?

The period of the incubation of Mormonism was

from about 1820 to 1830. Joseph Smith's first

vision is said to have been in the year 1820, when

he was but fifteen years of age, the family having

moved from Royalton, Vt., to Palmyra, N.Y. , and

afew years later to Manchester. The family was

poor, the boys working out a great deal by the

day. Joseph was uneducated, having attended

only one of those elementary schools so common in

those days. He was the fourth of nine children.

His mother was a Protestant; for she would join

none of the sects, though her faith in Scripture

was as strong as her faith in the churches was

weak. Both parents had visions, containing inti-

mations of new and strange events about to

happen. Miracles had been wrought in the

family, one of its members apparently dead had

been brought to life. The enemies of the Smiths

called them "dreamers and visionary persons,"

little weening the part religious reverie has

played in the making of faiths that have arisen

to bless or curse mankind. A writer who knew

Joseph in his boyhood, but whose aim is to prove

him an impostor, says of him that "he assumed

a spiritual or religious turn of mind, and fre-

quently perused the Bible, becoming quite famil-

iar with portions thereof, both of the Old and the

New Testaments. His interpretations of Script-

ural passages were always original and unique, and

his deductions and conclusions disgustingly blasphe-

mous, according to the common apprehensions of Chris-

tian people." The mother, in writing of her son,

says, " I presume our family presented an aspect

as singular as any that ever lived on the face of

the earth; all seated in a circle,-father, mother,

sons, and daughters, and giving the most pro-

found attention to a boy, eighteen years of age,

who had never read the Bible through in his life."

So it seems that Joseph, though an adept in Script-

ure, did not pay it his exclusive devotion.

In 1820 there was a great religious revival near

Manchester, N.Y., in which all the sects of the

neighborhood took part. The struggle was fierce

for a monopoly ofconsciences. Joseph's mind was

in a state of bewilderment, when he came across a

passage in the Epistle of St. James: "If any one

ofyou lack wisdom, let him ask ofGod, that giveth

to all men liberally, and upbraideth not ; and it

shall be given him." He immediately sought out

asolitaryplace in the woods topray. He "began
to offer up the desires of his heart unto God,"

when"such a thick darkness gathered round him
that he felt doomed to destruction"; but, the mo-

ment he seemed sinking into despair, "a pillar of

light above the brightness of the sun gradually de-

scended on him, and delivered him from the power

ofthe enemy." He saw two personages. One said,

"This ismybelovedson: hearye him." "No sooner,

therefore, did I get possession of myself, so as to

be able to speak, than I asked the personage who

stood above me in the light which of all the sects

was right (for at this time it had never entered

into my heart that all were wrong), and which I

should join. I was answered that I must join

none of them, for they were all wrong; and the

personage who addressed me said that all their

creeds were an abomination in his sight; their

professors are corrupt, drawing near me with their

lips, but their hearts are far from me, " etc. He

spoke of this vision to a Methodist preacher,who

treated it "not only lightly, but with great con-

tempt, saying it was all of the devil; that there

were no such things as visions and revelations in

these days; and that all such things had ceased

with the Apostles. I soon found that my telling

the story had excited a great deal of prejudice

against me ; and, though Iwas an obscure boy, only

between fourteen and fifteen years of age, and my

circumstances in life such as to make aboy of no

consequence in the world, yet men of high stand-

ing would take notice sufficient to excite the pub-

lic mind against me, and create a hot persecution ;

and this was common among all the sects, all

united to persecute me. However, it was no less

a fact that I had seen a vision. I have thought

since that I was much like Paul before Agrippa.

Some said he was dishonest, others said he was

mad, and he was ridiculed and reviled; but all

this did not destroy the reality of his vision. I

washated and persecuted for saying Ihad seen a

vision, but yet it was true. I knew it, and Iknew

that God knew it; and I could not deny it, neither

did I dare deny it."

..

Three years elapsed before receiving his second

vision, during which time he was persecuted, he

says, by those who, if they thought him deluded,

should have tried in an affectionate manner to

reclaim him. He does not try toconceal his faults.

"I fell into many errors, displayed the weakness

of youth and the corruptions of human nature;

and, in consequence of which things, I felt con-

demned, and betook myself to prayer and suppli-

cation to Almighty God for forgiveness for all

my sins and follies, and also for a manifestation

to me, that I might know of my state and stand-

ing before him." This time he was in his room,

when a personage appeared by his bedside "in a

looserobe ofmostexquisitewhiteness. Notonlywas

the robe exceedingly white, but his whole person

was glorious beyond description, and his counte-

nance truly like lightning." This was the angel

Moroni, "who told me that God had a work for

me to do, and that my name should be known, for

good and evil, among all nations, kindred, tongues,

andpeople."

This story of the visions is rejected by the Chris-

tian, mainly, because there have been no visions

since Bible times; and by the infidel, because

therehave been none at any time. But the more

ancient anything connected with religion, the

better its chance of being believed. "Distance

lends enchantment to the view." Rémy, however,

advances this idea : "The principal ideas which

inaugurate or accompany Smith's vision, and which

he presents as his own personal inspirations, are

to be found in the celebrated reveries of Jane

Leade. Yet, strangeto say, Smith does not once

speak of Jane Leade, in the whole course of his

apostleship !" But, because her doctrine was

known to the French Illuminati, is that any

proof that it was known to Joseph Smith ? And

does it follow that, though she occupied a distin-

guished place among the learned theosophists of

Germany and Great Britain, Joseph Smith

may not have had revelations as well as she?

John Hyde, who apostatized from Mormonism in

1857 and wrote a book about it, speaks of "the

ridiculous concomitants of the eye of faith and the

coming of angels." But having said to the

tempter, "Get thee behind me, Satan!" he goes

straight away and embraces Swedenborgianism !

Of Swedenborg, Emerson says, "His profound

mind admitted the perilous opinion, too frequent

in religious history, that hewas an abnormal per-

son to whom was granted the privilege of convers-

ing with angels and spirits; and this ecstasy con-

nected itself with just this office of explaining the

moral import of the world." But it was not an

"opinion" with Swedenborg, for the other world

was as real tohim as the present one. But if he

conversed with spirits, and received commissions

from them, or believed that he did, why maynot

others do the same? There is Andrew Jackson

Davis, still living, whose experience of this kind

has been as wonderful as that of any one who ever

lived. And he, like Joseph Smith, was a poor and

ignorant boy. Nature's Divine Revelations are

worthy of the title. How does the world explain

them? How is it possible for them tobe written

by a youth, who never had but a few months'

schooling in his life, and could not read without

stopping to spell? And it is a fact worthy of note

that Mormonism and what is called modern Spirit-

ualism made their appearance at nearly the same

time and place, but that the visions of Joseph

Smith preceded the date assigned as the birth of

the latter.

Isee little cause to wonder that Joseph Smith,

born with such predispositions into an atmosphere

of religious strife and fanaticism, and at the same

time chancing to unearth golden plates from their

hiding-place of centuries, should, amid this circle

of strange coincidence, feel himself the subject of

supernatural care and guidance, and should link

together the dreams both of hiswaking andsleep-

ing hours, and not only style them, but believe

them to be, heavenly visions. Others have seen

angels, so the world at least professes to believe,

then why not he? A negative answer is justified

according to the common belief,because there was

nothing good or great in the man or his doctrine.

Butnot so fast. That is a question that remains

to be discussed. There are, I presume, some Spir-

itualists of standing, who will admit that Smith

was a medium. Brigham Young said, "Joseph

was a born seer." But my own theory is that

neither Mormon nor Spiritualist nor Christian nor

sceptic in this case takes due account of the prin-

ciple of heredity, or of ancestral andcontemporary

traits and customs, in their influence on the

thoughts and characters of men:-

"Born into life, mangrows

Forth from his parents' stem,

Andblends their blood as those

Of theirs are blent in them:

So each new man strikes root into a far foretime."

T. W. CURTIS.

THE ART OF QUESTIONING CHILDREN.

In the training and education of children, far too

little attention is paid, commonly, to the great
usefulness of questioning them. To instruct chil-

dren by lecturing to them or by reading to them

undoubtedly has its place,but these methods are

far less quickening than that of talking with them

rather than to them; and in conversation of all

kinds, whether with children or between equals in

years and in knowledge, the art of questioning is

achief element. Its advantages with children are

too obvious to be stated at lengthor argued, such

as the strict demand on the attention, and conse-

quently the cultivation of the faculty thereof,-a
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faculty so important that some have even thought

great genius to be simply the faculty of prolonged,

ardent attention. Questioning also incites to

thought, rouses the mind to direct activity, calls

it out of the mere receptive attitude into produc-

tive action; and this is a directly strengthening

process by which the intelligence acquires capacity

to cope with problems. Besides, the constant and

judicious asking of questions actually accomplishes

better what is often supposed to be the chief result

of direct instruction by lecturing or reading,-

namely, it fills and stores the memory; for we

remember best our own discoveries, and to think

out a truth for ourselves is to discover it origi-

nally, no matter howmany times it has been dis-

covered before.

These points are so obvious that probably the

reasonwhyparents and teachers so much neglect

the art of questioning is that it is a difficult art.

It requires study, not only as to its general princi-

ples, but as to its immediate application to the

subject in hand at anymoment. That is to say,

the teacher who wishes to question well must con-

sider the general principles of asking questions ;

but, evenwhen these are mastered, he will never

be able to applythem to any subject, for the in-

struction of the young, without as careful prepara-

tion beforehand as if he were about to deliver a

Critical lecture for adults. Like other very good

things, the asking of questions as a means of in-

struction may be abused; that is, may be so ill-

done as to be worse than asking none at all, be

cause questions, just as much as mere lecturing,

may supply the place of thought instead of incit-

ing thought.

The following are very obvious rules for good

questioning. Questions ought to be asked :-

1. So as not to elicit merely a yes or a no for the

answer;

2. So as not to indicate the answer by a direct

leading question ;

3. Yet so as to help toward the answer,-that is,

tolead in its direction .

4. So as to open and develop the subject in an

orderly and progressive manner, that one thought

andone truth maygrow out of another, and thus

the child have a complete, well-arranged idea of

the subject, so far as he is conducted in it.

5. So as not to supply the words, but to make it

necessary for the child to use his own language in

framing the answer. This, as producing amental

exercise, is perhaps as important as any rule.

It is a good plan to ask for definitions of com-

mon ideas or objects, and, when an answer is re-

ceived, to probe and test it by facts. Adefinition

of anything is really a theory of its nature, and is

to be tested, like other theories, by as large an

array of facts as possible, to determine whether

the theory includes all the facts. When defini-

tions are thus asked, very likely one will be given

quickly if the object or thought be familiar, but

almost certainly it will be deficient in some ele-

ment necessary to the definition ; and thus good

questioning will lead from point to point, until all

the needful elements are supplied by the child's
answers.

These thoughts were suggested by a class exer-

cisewhich I attended, during which acolloquy like

the following occurred between teacher and pupils :

Teacher. What is a falsehood ?

Pupil.-Saying something that is not true.

T.-But suppose you make a mistake : are all
mistakes falsehoods ?

P.-No: mistakes are notfalsehoods. Afalsehood

is intentionally saying something that is not true.

T.-Well, ifonewrites a story book, tells a fairy
story, is that telling falsehoods ?

P.-No: fairy stories are not falsehoods.

T.-But fairy stories are intentional statements | pelled to represent mind is necessarily material.

of what is not true, which youhave declared to be

a falsehood.

P.-Well, a falsehood is saying what is not true

with intent to deceive.

T.-But suppose I do not say a word, but onlydo

some act with an intent to deceive. Is that a false-

hood ?

P.-Yes.

T.-Then how will you add that to the defini-

tion ?

P.-A falsehood is either doing or saying some-

thing with intent to deceive.

T.-Well, suppose I put bait on a hook and

hang it in the water to catch fish. Shall I call that

a falsehood ?

P.-No.

T.-But that is doing something with intent

to deceive. Suppose, again, I am pursued by a

furious animal, and Ideceive him to get away.

that a falsehood ?

P.-No.

Is

Every perception, every sensation, implies a sensi-

tive organism and an external reality acting upon

the organism; in other words, two factors, without

either of which sensation is inconceivable. This

is whatAristotle meant when he described sensa-

tion as "the common act of the feeling and the

felt. " Without the living organism, what are

sound, color, fragrance, hardness, softness, light,

and darkness, or any of the so-called secondary,

not to speak here of the so-called primary,qualities

of matter? Can there be sound without an ear to

collect and transmit the aerial vibrations to the

acoustic nerve where, to use a materialistic termi-

nology, they can be assimilated and transformed

bysome mysterious process into sensation, or where

they can be so modified that the motion in its

subjective aspect becomes the sensation we call

sound? Without an eye can there be luminous

effect ?

There must be both vibrations of the air and an

acoustic nerve to have sound, undulations of ether

T.-Then what will you do with your defini- and retinal sensibility to have light, emanations of

tion ?

P. A falsehood is doing or saying something

not true with intent to deceive a human being.

1.-But suppose that, instead of being pursued

by a wild beast, I am pursued by an insane man,

and I should make some pretence or play some

trick to save myself : why would that be a false-

hood, if it be not a falsehood to deceive a wild

animal?

P.-That would not be what we mean by a

falsehood.

T.-Try the definition again then.

P.-A falsehood is doing or saying something

particles and an olfactory nerve to have fragrance,

and external objects and nervous sensibility to

have hardness or softness. Vibrations of the air,

undulations of ether, emanations of particles, and

external objects may all exist in the absence of a

living organism; but what are sound and luminous-

ness, fragrance and hardness, but sensations ? And,

of the external factors mentioned, what do we

know, except in connection with the subjective

factor ? We need not pursue these reflections far,

to become convinced of the truth of Tyndall's re-

mark, that "matter is essentially transcendental in

its nature." By psychological analysis, our con-

not true with intent to deceive ahuman being forceptions of matter are reducible to sensation, "the

a selfish or bad purpose.

The questioning went on further in a very inter-

esting manner; but this will do for our illustra-

tion, for at this point the teacher had conducted

his pupils by the exercise of their own minds to

one object he had in view, namely, such a defi-

nition of a falsehood as included the motive.

Let teachers study this art conscientiously, and

they will be richly rewarded by the progress of

the minds whose development they have in charge.

Of course, the greatest exemplar of this useful art

known in history was Socrates,-an illustration

of it so great that, next to his high morality, it

is his chief claim to renown.

MATTER.

J. V. BLAKE.

commonact of the feeling and the felt" ; and this

is what Fénelon meant, when he said of matter,

"It is a je ne sais quoi, which melts within my

hands as soon as I press it."

Let no one imagine that these facts give any

support to the theory that there is no objective

reality and that everything resolves itself into the

various states of the conscious subject. The doc-

trine of the relativity of knowledge, as Kant and

Spencer have shown, leads logically to the conclu-

sion, in accord with the universal reason and com-

mon sense of mankind, that there is something be-

yond consciousness that, in co-operation with the

organism, produces the sensations of which we are

conscious. What is the externality ? What can

be affirmed of it ? We turn to the great philoso-

pherKant, and he tells us that knowledge of the

object unmodified by the subject can never be

known, since subject and object co-operate in

every act of cognition; and that, "though the ex-

istence of an external world is a necessary postu-

late, its existence is only logically affirmed." "As

well might the bird, when feeling the resistance of

the air, wish that it were in vacuo, thinking that

then it might fly with the greatest ease." And

Spencer says, "The antithesis of subject and ob-

ject, never to be transcendedwhile consciousness

lasts, renders impossible all knowledge of that

Ultimate Reality in which subject and object

unite." Mr. Fiske declares that we cannot iden-

tify it with mind, "since what we know as Mind

is a series of phenomenal manifestations," nor

with matter, "since what we know as Matter is a

series ofphenomenal manifestations. Thus is Ma-

terialism included in the same condemnation with

Idealism." What is the Ultimate Reality that

produces in us coexistent or sequent states of con-

sciousness, that appears to us under the forms and

appearances of space, matter, force, time, andmo-

tion ? Who shall tell ?

The majority of people think they know a

great deal about matter. They name its so-

called properties and qualities, never doubting

that they are describing an external substance as

it exists per se, instead of the different ways in

which their consciousness is affected by a reality

of whose ultimate nature they know nothing.

They imagine that outward things are directly

mirrored by the senses, and that they are exactly

what they seemto be. Tell them that to us mat-

ter is a congeries of qualities,-weight, resistance

extension, etc.; that these words imply and de-

scribe our own conscious states, and the effects on

us of an external reality rather than the reality

itself, and they are utterly unable to comprehend

whatyou mean.

It is none the less true that mind and matter

form a synthesis, and neither can be conceived

without the other. We are compelled to think of

mind in terms of matter, and matter in terms of

mind. The hardness andsoftness (resistance), for
example, which we ascribe to matter are sensa-

tions : the substantial form in which we are com-
B. F. UNDERWOOD.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

ALL subscribers of The Index who are in arrears

on their subscriptions will confer a favor by send-

ing the amounts due to this office with as little

delay as possible.

A TORONTO despatch, to a Boston paper says

that a Frenchman named Paquet, a professed infi-

del, while denying in a discussion the doctrine of

eternal punishment, "was stricken with paralysis

the whole of one side from head to foot, including

tongue, losing vitality." This is a case of which

Joseph Cook can make effective use in support of

his favorite doctrine, and one which seems to yield

him a good deal of satisfaction,-the eternal pun-

ishment of unbelievers.

A LETTER from Whittier was read at a recent

Woman Suffrage Convention, in which the poet

expressed his views as follows :-

My interest in the cause is unabated, and every

movement in the cause has my hearty sympathy.

The signs of its ultimate success are increasing in all

sections of the country, and I find very little of the

bitter opposition to it which existed a few years ago.

The active and persistent hostility of a few women

in our State has given our legislators, who are indif-

ferent or afraid of compromising themselves with

their party, an excuse for fighting against it hitherto .

But there are many indications that the question will

soon be submitted to the people for decision, and that

thepeople will sustain it.

THE Presbyterian conveys to its readers the im-

pression that Dr. Davidson having praised The

Index, this paper in return indulged in extrava-

gant eulogy of Dr. Davidson. After quoting the

words of the distinguished gentleman in regard to

The Index, the Presbyterian adds : "Not to be

beaten in the high art of eulogy, The Index takes

its turn, describes Dr. Davidson as the 'most emi-

nent Biblical scholar in England and the head and

front of the Protestant scholars of the world.'

Honors are easy." The Presbyterian made. the

above statement knowing that Dr. Davidson's refer-

ence to The Index and the mention of his high

rank as ascholar were given as an extract from a

letter, and without any editorial comment what-

ever. The Presbyterian's remark is a distortion of

the truth.

In one of our exchanges, we find the following

story:-

A young Irishman visited Rome, and there met

afriend and fellow-countryman, who was pursuing

the avocation of butcher. The butcher acted as his

guide; and this is a part of Pat's story of sight-seeing,

as told to his sweetheart upon his return: "The most

wonderful thing I saw in Rome was a shtone man."

"A shtone man," ejaculated Mary. "Yes," replied

Pat, "and they called him the Polly Belvedere. As

wewere looking at the shtone man, says the butcher

tome, says he, 'Pat, you and the Polly Belvedere are

very much aloike.' And be that we measured. I

wasbroader than him in the fut, but he was higher

than me in the inshtep. I was larger than him

around the ankle, but he had me in the calf of the

leg. My knee was larger than his, but he was better

than me in the thigh. My belly was twice as large

around as his, but his brist was twice as large around

asmine. Then, again, my neck was much larger

than his; but his head was much larger than mine.

But, as the butcher said, on the general average, we

were just about the same thing."

HERBERT SPENCER thus indicates how the doc-

trine of the relativity of knowledge necessitates the

postulation of an unknowable Reality beyond con-

sciousness :-

If, after finding that the same tepid water may feel

warm to one hand and cold to another, it is inferred

that warmth is relative to our nature and our own

state, the inference is valid, only supposing the activity

owhich these different sensations are referred is an

activity out of ourselves, which has not been modified

by our own activities . When we are taught that a

piece ofmatter, regarded by us as existing externally,

cannot be really known, but that we can know only

certain impressions produced on us, we are yet by the

relativity of our thought compelled to think of a

positive cause . The notion of a real existence which

generated these impressions becomes nascent. The

momentum of thought inevitably carries us beyond

conditioned existence to unconditioned existence;

and this ever persists in us as the body of a thought

to which we can give no shape.... At the same time

that, by the laws of thought, we are rigorously pre-

vented from forming a conception of absolute exist-

ence, we are by the laws of thought prevented from

ridding ourselves of the consciousness of absolute

existence, this consciousness being, as we see, the

obverse of absolute existence.-First Principles .

THE only ground on which the restrictions on

Sunday amusements can be defended must be that

they are religiously wrong,-a motive of legis-

lation which can never be too earnestly protested

against. "Deorum injuriae Diis curae." It remains

to be proved that society or any of its officers

holds a commission from on high to avenge any

supposed offence to Omnipotence which is not also

awrong to our fellow-creatures. The notion that

it is one man's duty that another should be relig-

ious was the foundation of all the religious perse-

cution ever perpetrated, and, if admitted, would

fully justify them. Though the feeling which

breaks out in the repeated attempts to stop rail-

way travelling on Sunday, in the resistance to the

opening of museums and the like, has not the

cruelty of the old persecutors, the state of mind

indicated by it is fundamentally the same. Itis

a determination not to tolerate others in doing

what is permitted by their religion,because it is

not permitted by the persecutors' religion. It is

a belief that God not only abominates the act of

the misbeliever, but will not hold us guiltless if

we leave him unmolested.-John Stuart Mill.

Our comments in reply to the Commonwealth's

ill-natured reference to the Free Religious Associa-

tion and to some remarks in The Index relating

to the views of Mr. John Fiske seem to have

irritated the editor of that journal, who is in no

philosophic mood these days. Worse still, he is a

little arrogant where he is not well informed, and

seeks to divert attention from the weakness of his

own intellectual equipment by the disparagement

of others, just as though the methods of philosophy

were the methods of ordinary party politics, and

as though such tactics could have influence among

thinkers. The paragraph to which the Common-

wealth originally took exception was one in which

we pointed out the inconsistency of Mr. Fiske in

claiming, as he does in Cosmic Philosophy, that we

have no right to predicate of the Ultimate Reality

morality, purpose, design, will, or intelligence,-

which is also the position of Spencer, and then,

in his latest essay, arguing for immortality from

the reasonableness and moral character of God.

In replyto this, the Commonwealth can only deplore

our ignorance of Spencer and Fiske, and quote

from somebody to the effect that Mr. Fiske's

theism has been pronounced from the time of his

Cosmic Philosophy, etc., evidently not knowing that

what Mr. Fiske calls "Cosmic Theism" in the

work above named is identical with Spencer's

agnosticism, the theory of an Unknowable Reality

of which no intellectual or moral qualities can be

affirmed. For applying the term "theism" to such

a theory, Mr. Fiske has been criticised by some of

the best thinkers among those who accept and

among those who reject the theory. The Common-

wealth says we "had better undergo a fresh course

of Spencer and of Fiske before venturing to write

anything more of either." A fresh course of any

good thinker is always beneficial. If the editor of

the Commonwealth had ever read the philosophical

works of either of these writers, the truth and

fairness of our criticism which he made a pretext

for a thrust at the Free Religious Association as

well as The Indexwould have been obvious tohim,

as it was to every thinker whom we have heard

express an opinion on the subject. His determina-

tion to withdraw from the discussion is, under the

circumstances, the best thing he can do. Philo-

sophical discussion is not his forte.

OUR free-thought friends across the water do

not know what to make of the recent action of the

National Liberal League. The editor of the Lon-

don Secular Review, W. Stewart Ross, has this to

say on the subject:-

It is a queer affair, this Yankee Liberal League,

take it for all in all. It voted $5,000 to defray its ex-

penses for the year, when it reallyhad no money at

all to vote. What it really voted was permission to

beg for $5,000 ; and its principal, if not its only, work,

besides giving a few Cat-and-Ladle lectures, seems to

be to tout about and rave and rout for the dollars,

two of the "liberal" journals having constituted

themselves into alms-boxes for the mendicant fríars

of Secularism.... The "Liberals," too, are amusing,

ifthey were not so bewildering. Their energetic and

enthusiastic Secretary has to assure them that they

are not, as a body, committed to sending filth through

the post-office in spite of Anthony Comstock. But

the Secretary is, of course, only the servant ofhis em-

ployers, and has no more power to say "filth" or " no

filth" than we have. That power is in the hands of

Congress assembled. But Congress assembled said,

"Go ye out into allthe earth, and beg for $5,000" ; and,

beyond this, nobody seems to be quite sure what it

said, and all is at sixes and sevens. Free thought, as

we understand it, is never to be advanced in this way.

Agreat and exceedingly wonderful people are the

Americans : they have the biggest lakes inthe world

andthe biggest- No, we shan't.

The League was never "committed to sending filth

through the post-office," but only to ademand for

the repeal of certain postal laws against the trans-

mission of indecent literature through the mails.

This demand was supported by men like O. B.

Frothingham, Elizur Wright, and James Parton,

and, as they believed, in the interests of liberty, not

to encourage the circulation of filth. The same

has been true, as we have always claimed, of the

great majority of the adherents of the repeal

policy. That this policy was a mistake has been

virtually conceded by the leaders of the League.

The secretary even announces that the League is

no longer committed to it; but this is not true,

since the resolutions pledging theLeague to that

policy have never been rescinded. There was

nothing wrong in voting to raise money for the

work of State secularization, but the present lead-

ers of the League are open to the severest criticism

in announcing that the sole object is State secu-

larization and calling upon Christians as well as

non-Christians for contributions, and then using

the money and machinery of the League for a

crusade against Christianity. "A great and ex-

ceedingly wonderful people are the Americans, " mo

doubt; but the most prominent leader of the

League to-day is not an American, but an English-

man, and until very recently editor of the journal

from which the above extract is taken.

CHARITY.

For The Index.

Gratitude, like the fragrance of a flower,

Upriseth in the forest of the soul,

Whenkindly dews benevolence doth shower

Fall lightly on it, in its hours of dole.

Who would not be the one to scatter down

Those tears of human love with lavish hand !

They shine like jewels from a royal crown,

Andcause the buds of gladness to expand.

MADISON, WIS., 1884.

MEDORA CLARK.
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BOSTON, JANUARY 8, 1885.

THE INDEX is published every Thursday, at No. 44 Boyl-

stonStreet, Boston, by an incorporated Board of Trustees
nominated by the Free Religious Association . Terms:

Threedollars peryear, in advance.

THE objects of THE INDEX may be defined by the objects

of the Free Religious Association ; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-

lowship inthe spirit, and to encourage the scientific study
of man's religious nature and history" ; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks
these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.

It would subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations the Christian no less
than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipateRe-
ligion from bondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-

tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

may be put more effectually to the service of a higher

Morality and an improved Social Welfare.

WILLIAM

BENJAMINFUNDERWOOD, :::::::} Editors.

NO WRITERS in THE INDEX, editorial or other, are to be

regarded as speaking in behalf of the Free ReligiousAsso-
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THE GLORIOUS GOD.

ADiscourse given before the First Congregational Society

at New Bedford, April 6, 1884.

BY WM. J. POTTER.

"God's glory is a wondrous thing,

Most strange in all its ways,

And, of all things on earth, least like

Whatmen agree to praise."

This little verse was the seed-text from which

this discourse grew; and Icannot, perhaps, better

introducemysubject than by telling you just how

the growth started. The verse is one of five

which stand together in our Hymn Book; but

those five are selected from a much larger number,

and the hymn to which they belong was written

by the devoutRoman Catholic, Faber. Though the

general sentiment of the hymn is one to which our

hearts might respond, there are in it certain ways

of explaining religious truths (I refer more espe-

cially to the whole hymn as Faber wrote it) which

would hardly accord with the thought of those of

us who are accustomed to join in these Sunday

services here. And, in looking over the pages of

our book to select hymns for our weekly services,

Ihave sometimes passed by this fine hymn, which

for its general sentiment I wanted to take,be-

cause this verse in particular seemed to be contrary

to my customary teachings. We believe, do we

not, in a rational, natural religion, immediately

connected with the practical, intelligible, every-

day duties and dispositions of mankind,-a relig-

ion chiefly synonymous with plain, simple good-

ness, with good aspirations and good efforts and

good conduct, with knowledge of and obedience to

the natural laws that are stamped upon, and the

uplifting forces that are at workwithin, the world

of matter and the world of man; and such obedi-

ence, such good dispositions and good deeds,

which, in ourwayof thinking, are the best mani-

festationof divine power in humanity, it appears

to us that men in general do "agree to praise,"

when they clearly see and understand them. This

verse, on the contrary, seems to inculcate the idea

of religion as something strange and foreign to

man's natural experience; as something to come

bymysterious and special grace, which the natural

reasoncannot be expected to comprehend nor even

to praise. Its key-thought, apparently, is that old

conception of Orthodoxy that God's revelation of

himself, not only in history, but to the individual

soul, is miraculous, an interposed visitation by

the Holy Spirit for purposes of conversion, and in

specially providential ways not to be understood

nor judged by human reason. And, very likely,

some such thought as this was in Faber's mind

when he wrote the verse. But Faber was a true

poet. And in every true poet, religious or other,

there is a profounder meaning than can be

translated by any prose rendering. It is for this

reason that many of the old hymns and anthems,

which conform verbally to a theology which we

discard, may yet do service in the expression of

a feeling that goes deeper than theology. And

last Sunday, as I read this hymn to you to be

sung, choosing it then as I had once or twice

before with a silent protest against a portion of it,

another possible meaning of this special verse

came to me, and therewith the thought-kernel of

this discourse, which I bring you to-day,-over

which I have ventured to write the words, "The

Glorious God."

And yet, after writing the words there, I shrink

from the theme. Shall any one venture to sound

the depths of that mystery of infinite being in

which we, and this universe and all things in it,

live and move and have our being? Shall any

finite mind have the audacity to attempt to por-

tray the ways, the attributes, the aims of Infinite

Mind? attempt to talk of an existence which,

by the very fact that we call it infinite, we admit to

be boundless, incapable of being described, incapa-

ble of being comprehended? Does not the old

text meet us, to forbid the essay at the outset,-

"Touching the Almighty,wecannot find him out" ?

Wecan understand how the believer in a miracu-

lous revelation of Deity, the believer in a scheme

of theology which is alleged to contain a celestially

illuminated chart of God's entire nature anddeal-

ings with mankind, should venture to speak of his

power and glory as something which man can

define and describe. But how can one to whose

thought Deity is and must be, by the very neces-

sity of the case, largely hidden, one to whom

Infinite Being means literally and actually un-

bounded and illimitable being, and the unfathom-

able unknown must ever be more than the known,

-how can such a one dare to attempt any expres-

sion of such a thought as the glory of God ?

uncertain tradition and legend and myth; at this

day, when the archæologists and biologists are

following back the trail of unbroken evolution in

the history of man and the history of the planet

he occupies for vast ages back of the time where

weused to put creation, andthe words "heredity"

and "law" and "force" are applied as labels to

whole regions of life formerly thought to be under

the direct control of a personal deity; at this day,

too, when, on the other hand, what cannot be thus

studied and explained, mapped and labelled as

positive knowledge, is apt to be put aside as

unworthy of consideration among practical men

and women,-as a country not only unexplored,

but unexplorable, not only unknown, but unknow-

able, amid such tendencies of thought, there is

some danger that not only much of the mystery,

but much of the beauty, poetry, and power of

uplifting sentiment, that have been associated with

religious ideas, will also vanish. I think it very

necessary, therefore, that those of us who accept

the results of the new science and of the new

methods of studying man's history on the earth

should be ready to set forth, if we can, any truer

and grander thought of Deity which may have

come to us in lieu of the old theological concep-

tions which science has displaced.

And we may say, in the first place, that our

thought of the divine power and glory meets the

test of the verse that is our text in this, that it

is, of all things, "least like" what men in general,

thinking of that power and glory,"agree to praise."

What is the idea of Godheld by the vast majority

of the people of Christendom ? It is the idea of

an Almighty Being seated in majesty and magnifi-

cence on a throne above the skies, after the pat-

tern of a human sovereign, touched with paternal

benignity, but ruling the world from that distant

heavenly throne by a double system of laws and

special providences. It is of a being who made

this universe in the first place either out of his

own nature, calling the very atoms of matter into

existence, or out of material atoms existing co

eternally with himself; building it thence as a

master mechanic fashions a machine, and who

then impressed upon it the laws and forces neces-

sary to keep it in operation and peopled it with

living creatures, while he retired to his celestial

abode to govern it henceforth by these general

laws and by occasional startling interventions of

supernatural power. It is of a being who, in

primitive ages, visited the earth in the form of

man, walked upon its surface, talked with its first

inhabitants, commanded them what to do and from

what to abstain. Aye, it is of a being who was

once born on this earth of a human mother, and

grew here from babyhood to manhood, and then

lived for a brief time a devoted life of goodness,

andwas put to death on a cross, and ascended again

toheaven, where he remains to judge the world of

mankind as death shall summon them before him.

This is the central conception of Deity believed in

by the great majority of the Christian populations

of the earth. And this, with its various accesso-

ries of creative and sovereign power, of monarch-

ical magnificence, of arbitrary judgment mingled

with paternal compassion, of almighty will and

all-knowing wisdom, is what the mass of the peo-

ple in Christian congregations "agree to praise"
in their worship. Orgo into other religions, the

same anthropomorphic idea of God prevails. It is

Goda great and powerful ruler, a king, at best a

sovereign father; God,too, who once lived on the

earth in the form of man, or perhaps even lives

there to-day, surrounded with power and arrayed

inthe habiliments of glory.

But, on the other hand, if we can retain, with

the natural exercise of our faculty of reason, any-

thing of the religious sentiment; if we are to

define religion as anything more than or different

from morality, then it is necessary that there

should remain some such thought as this ; and,if

the thought, then also some possible way of giving

it utterance. Words may not utter it fully, this

thought of the possible divine glory : music may

often sound its depths deeper than words. Yet

words may suggest the interpretation, even though

not able to make it complete. And at this day,

when positive knowledge is our boast and the

tendency is so strong to confine thought to the

limits of the world of phenomena; at this day,

when we go to the scientists and the cyclopedias

to explain all the mysteries of the world-forces,

and the theologies in which we were bred are

vanishing like the fairy stories of our childhood,

andwhatwe once read as history is turning into

But the divine glory that we would seek is, of

all things on earth, least like what these people
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up to the warm stones of your doorstep, which

have been heated all day in the March sun, you

may have seen the grass springing up and put-

have in mind as God. We do not look for it in

the god Jupiter, nor the god Jehovah, nor the god

Osiris, nor the god Thor, nor the godBrahma, nor

the god Jesus. All these were honest and sincere,❘ting on its dress of living green. It was the first

but ineffectual attempts to express the inexpressi-

ble, to define the undefinable, to personify an exist-

ence and power which in its essence must forever

remain above all human conceptions of personality.

They served their historic time and purpose.

They marked some aspect and direction of human

thought in its effort to grapple with the prob-

lem of the ultimate cause of things. They were

reaches after the Divine, approaches toward it, but

none of them revealed the fulness of its glory. In

all the religions, and in Christendom especially,

people have been too much wont to glorify their

own metaphysical speculations about Deity, their

own mental conceptions of him, to take these as

his revealings, and to pass by the actual revela-

tions of divine power going on right around them.

What a vast amount of religious energy and devo-

tion, for instance, has been spent in setting forth

the glory of the divine nature and work according

to the purely metaphysical conception of the tri-

une personality of the Godhead! The assertion

streaks of the dawn of that coming glory of life

and color, of leaf and flower and fruit, which in

a few months are spread over all this northern

zone of earth. It comes so steadily and surely,

and wehave become so accustomed to its coming

year after year, that we do not see the wondrous-

ness of it as we should, were our eyes to behold it

for the first time. Then, indeed, we should stand

amazed, if not worshipful, before the spectacle of

the awakening life andbeauty. And you say, too,

that you know the cause of it, that the earth in

its annual circuit round the sun turns at this sea-

son its northern hemisphere, by reason of the

angle between its equator and the ecliptic, more

directly to the sun's rays, and hence receives more

of the sun'sheat. But the process is none the less

wonderful, though you may give its reason and

even scientifically analyze all the details of it from

beginning to end. It is, to begin with, a suf-

ficiently stupendous fact that that luminary in the

heavens, ninety-two millions of miles away, should

raised the tree and which wields the axe being
one and the same. The clover sprouts and blos-

soms, and the scythe of the mower swings, by the

operation of the same force. The sun digs the

ore from our mines; he rolls the iron ; he rivets the

plates; heboils the water; he draws the train....

There is not a hammer raised, a wheel turned, or

a shuttle thrown, that is not raised and turned and

thrown by the sun." Well may this enthusiastic

devotee of science add: " Presented rightly to the

mind, the discoveries and generalizations of mod-

ern science constitute a poem more sublime than

has ever yet been addressed to the intellect and

imagination of man. The natural philosopher of

to-daymay dwell amid conceptions which beggar

those of Milton." And to this I may add that,

though Milton's conceptions were theological and

these are scientific, these are none the less con-

cerned with the Divine. What is behind this

glory of multitudinous life that marches over the

earth with every spring ? Have we reached its

primal source in the sun? Nay: thesun is but the

shadow of some power older and mightier still .

The sun is but one of many millions of suns, each

with its family of planets, which it warms and

maybe safely risked that no person ever succeeded| be the yearly incubator of life on this planet. | lights and peoples with life, and arms with power.

in getting a logical, rational idea of this doctrine.

Indeed, the last resort of all argument upon it has

always been that it is a doctrine not to be under-

stood by reason, but to be accepted by faith. But

the time has passed when any considerable number

of thoughtful minds, awake to the thought of this

new age in which we are living, can be content to

look for the divine glory in these metaphysical

creeds wherein men have put their own concep-

tions of Deity; or in any names, however sacred

and ancient, which have survived from man's ear-

nest but futile effort to define and personify the

power in which and by which and amidwhich he

felt that his own being was embosomed and kept

in existence.

"The glorious God," where, then, shall man

look for the living counterpart, if there be any,

of this thought ? Where but in the universe-

this universe of nature and man-which is the

only possible presentation of divine power that

comes within our knowledge ? This universe is

itself the shining garment by which the divine

power is made visible. While people have been

looking away into the past and trying to keep hold

of their belief in God by holding to the creeds

and conceptions of him that were framed cen-

turies ago, and saying to themselves and repeating

in their churches, "What a glory was then revealed

to the world! " lo, here is the same God, existing

apparently as he has always existed, working as

he has always worked, right in the familiar scenes

of nature and human life, close around us every

day. It is not that the divine glory is so far off

that it is becoming dimmed, but that we miss see-

ing it because it is so near. Let us lift two or

three of the curtains from these hiding-places

among the every-day facts of our lives, just lift-

ing a little the drapery of these very phenomena

with which science deals, and in the knowledge of

which we have such an advantage over the an-

cients; and because of our knowledge of which it

is sometimes boasted thatwe have no occasion for

anyGod at all this side ofthat curtain of the abso-

lutely unknowable which can never be lifted at all.

If I mistake not, we shall find the glory, "won-

drous" and "strange in all its ways," shining all

around us, just behind and through the most

known and familiar things.

Every year, before the winter has loosed its icy

grip upon the earth,you begin to see the animal

wonder of a new spring-time. Under sheltering

fences or the sunny side of your houses, and close

What is the secret power behind that glory ? But

the process of it, as science unfolds it, is a tale

more wonderful than any legends of genii or dei

ties that the old mythological religons taught or

stories of fairy spirits that belong to nursery lore.

How is that blade of grass at your doorstep linked

with the sun? Mechanically, by a gossamer web,

as it were, of ether, spread invisibly within our

atmosphere and through all the interplanetary and

interstellar spaces of the heavens, and acting as

the conductor of both light and heat. Heat, you

We should have to lift the whole curtain of the

starry heavens to behold the revelation of the in-

conceivable glory of which the sun is but one ray.

Let us lift another of these curtains of phenom-

enal facts in the domain of positive knowledge.

Many of you, I hope, have read, some, perhaps,

have heard, that incomparable sermon, by our

friend WilliamC. Gannett, on the "Treasures of the

Snow, " one of the four miracles of the year, he

calls it. You who have heard it, or you who have

read it, know with what exquisite poetic touch he

know, is a mode of motion. In the sun, it is the ❘ unlocks the snow-flake, and tells what may there

resultant of the constant motion of the sun's con-

stituent matter. This motion is transmitted-

transmitted as heat-to the contiguous atoms of

the ether, which are set to vibrating, and these

hand it to the atoms lying next, and these to the

next, and so on, until, precisely as motion is com-

municated through a whole row of marbles which

a boy strikes at one end, the heat of the sun is

communicated through the ninety-two million

miles of the vibratory waves of the gossamer web

of ether, and strikes your doorstep, and touches

the dead-looking grass-root in the crevice below it.

And, when the sun's rays become sufficiently ver-

tical to make this touch powerful enough, it starts

that activity in the root which soon shows itself in

the green blade above and harbingers the spring.

It sets an energy to work in those rootlets by which

they seize from the earth and air just the chemical

particles needed to build that green leaf of grass ;

and these particles, then, are sent upward in the

sap by the principle of a suction pump, to be

digested and separated by the leaf itself.

And this is an epitome of what the sun is doing

by its magic art at every spring-time over all the

expanse of the meadows and in every forest, every

shrub and tree and bud, all round the globe.

Nay, the sun has been scientifically shown to be

not only the annual renewer and preserver of the

vegetable life of the earth, but the source of all life,

animal as well as vegetable, and of all physical

power and beauty that are anywhere manifest on

this earth. It is Tyndall, remembering the law of

the correlation of forces as well as this immediate

effect of the sun's heat, who says : "The sun

rears the whole vegetable world, and through it

the animal; the lilies of the field are his workman-

ship, the verdure of the meadows, and the cattle

upon a thousand hills. He forms the muscle, he

urges the blood, he builds the brain....He builds

the forest and hews it down, the power which

be seen under the powerful microscope, or is scien-

tifically inferred from what the microscope dis-

closes. Yet, exquisite in poetic feeling and ex-

pression as is his description, the poetry, beauty,

and wonder are all in the simple facts themselves.

The dryest chronicles of science tell them all,-how

every tiniest snow-flake is made up of crystals

which are put together in upwards of a thousand

different varieties of form: in prisms, three-sided

and six-sided; in pyramids, and in prisms capped

with pyramids ; in star-shapes, the lines radiating

from a centre of glory, star sometimes within star,

and these within a third and a fourth; in prisms

capped with stars at both ends; in fern shapes

with all the varieties that are found among ferns

in the forests. But, through all this mingling of

different forms, there is no disorder, no misfit.

The lines, the joints, the angles, are all drawn

with mathematical precision. No deft fingers of

the most skilled and patient workman in China

can copy their exactness. And through all the

variety there is identity, too. There is one mathe-

matical law that pervades the whole structure. To

quote now from my friend : "Snow-nature is bound

by a law of sixes. The sides of every prism and

pyramid meet at one angle, that of sixty degrees

or its multiples; the rays of every star diverge at

that one angle; every vein upon those little fern

leaves joins its stem at that one angle or its multi-

ples. The snow stars are all six-rayed, or rarely

twelve; the centres all hexagonal. Watch the

flakes of a whole winter's storms, climb Chimbo-

razo, go to the pole, or make your mimic snow-

storm for yourself inside a chemist's bottle,-never

will you find a finished star with five rays or with

seven, or with that law of the angles broken. The

rays themselves are broken, but never that creative

law. Bruised, shattered, huddled together, the

snow-flakes reach us; but through all bruise and

shatter that law of sixes lies plain upon them.
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By that they are born and live and die." Well

maymy friend add, "Is it notvery impressive and

full of awe even,-these mathematics carried down

to the microscopic measurements,-the grand leg-

islation of the universe laid thus upon its invisi-

ble atoms !" Surely, some power has its shechinah,

not only in the majesty of the storm, but in this

glory of every single snow-flake that falls at our

feet or that melts away unseen in the air.

...

primal energy, in and of what it consists or what

the philosophy of its existence. She points us to

the infinitesimal nerve-cells of the human brain

where this wondrous primal energy, after the civ-

ilizing discipline of millions of generations of or-

ganic existence, sets up housekeeping as a rational

thinker and a doer of righteousness. But how the

connection has been established between the nerve-

cell and the thought, and whether, with the disso-

lution of the house, the housekeeper also ceases

existence, are problems which Science has not

solved. She bids us look at the protoplasmic cur-

rent in its ceaseless flux and reflux, and almost

promises there to unlock for us the final mystery

of the secret of life. But whence the beginning,

what the cause of the protoplasmic current, she

has made no revelation. We may look in and

see, as behind a glass case, how the work of life

goes on; but we see not the secret power that starts

it and sustains it. If we touch with a needle the

wallofthe current at whichwe have been gazing,

thinking to investigate closer, instantly "the charm

is broken, the mystic river ceases to flow, the tiny

particles settle into unbroken peace." That cell,

in fact, on which we gaze is then dead, while all

the others remain alive; and so the curtain falls

upon the secret unexplained. So, turn whichever

way we will, back of the boundless glory that we

behold lies the mystery of a power unrevealed.

aquatic plant peculiarly adapted to disclose the

protoplasmic life-current, and, supposing his read

ers to be gazing at it with him, a scientific pro-

fessor says : "You behold a series of cells. But

through the thin wall of any cell appears a flowing

stream. Avery river it seems as it rushes on,

wave after wave, up from the depths below, across

the field of vision and down again, over and over

or round and round, in ceaseless rotation. Now,

the current catches in its course this little particle,

now that, hurling each along, now up, now down,

now over, now under, without weariness, without

hindrance, hour after hour before us. And now,

as the stream goes on so grandly, think, for a

moment, what it is at which we gaze. We call it

protoplasm; but it is the current of life, the 'physi-

cal basis of life,' the common bond which binds

in one the whole kingdom of organic things.

Think, too, of the antiquity of that stream, of its

lineage. The brook that 'goes on forever' is as

nothing to it ; for here the stream hascome flow-

ing down through ages which are to us as eternity

ever since life began on earth. The mountains

have been hoary with years, and have disappeared

beneath the level of the all-producing sea; but

this stream is older than they. Continents have

grown old, worn out, and been renewed, rebuilt

from the débris of this same stream, and life has

again flooded those continents; but this stream is

older than they.... [In the interminable past] the

vast procession of life begins, rises before us,

spreads away in variety, activity, in beauty, in

wonderfulness, incomprehensible." Verily, this

seems like lifting the veil in the Hebrew temple,

behind which was conceived to be imaged the

Eternal Iam,-the Being that was, and is, and is

to be, from everlasting to everlasting.

Shall we lift another curtain on a somewhat

different scene? Look, then, at the cell from

which comes all animal life. In its first original

stage, there is nothing to distinguish whether bird

or beast or man is to come from it. What shall

come depends on some hidden formative principle

in itself inherited from its ancestry and upon the

environment to which it is to be subjected in itsde-

velopment. Suppose it is to become human. It

thendraws to itself in time, bya mechanism which

man's inventive genius may wonder at, but cannot

imitate, the materials for building that most con-

summate of all nature's structures, thehumanbody.

The animal, vegetable, and mineral worlds are

drawn upon for tribute to build it. But, beyond

all animal structures before it, this human body

becomes a thinker. Its brain is not simply used

instinctively to push its own fortunes in the strug-

gle for a merely animal existence, but it becomes

an instrument of conscious reflection upon the

verywork and purpose of nature itself in bringing

it into being. It dares even to assert-this human

brain-that it sees nature's aim, understands the

intelligence that is impressed on the snow flake

and planted in the seed and that struggles through

all the graceful or uncouth forms of animal life ;

and it has the audacity-this human brain-to say

further, "I can help complete this plan: I see that

mathematics in the snow-flake means the law of

justice inmankind; that order in the material uni-

verse means morality in human society; that the

relation of mutual dependence and helpfulness evi-

dentbetweentheforces ofnature means brotherhood

among men." And thus this human brain, whose

pedigree thirty years before we could not distin-

guish in the cell nor whose future prophesy, be-

comes, under the laws and forces of its own

existence, not only a thinker, but a doer of right-

eousness. Here it becomes a Plato, there a Wash-

ington, and there again a Jesus. And, in hosts of

humbler men and women, it manifests itself in

deeds of loving-kindness and tender mercies. It is

abuilder of states, a ruler of nations, a creator of

the arts of civilization . It discovers the secrets of

nature, learns the management of her forces, edu-

cates and transmits its own power, organizes phi-

lanthropy for the improvement and preservation of

the race to which it belongs. The potent life-

forces hidden in that tiny cell have unfolded into

apower and glory that may well be called godlike

in their character.

Let us draw aside yet another veil in the world

of scientific fact, one behindwhich is promised a

near view-almost, indeed, a veritable revelation-

of the central mystery of life itself in its most

elemental_forces. A few years ago, the scientific

journals were thrilling with fresh interest over a

new discovery. It seemed as if, at last, human

research, through the agency of the microscope,

were to be rewarded with a sight of the primordial

substance inwhich all organic life had begun, and

which is the necessary substratum of all continued

vitality. Protoplasm was the word coined to name

this wonderfuland unique form of matter, which ap-

pearedtocarry in itself the "promise and potency"
of allmodes of terrestrial life. Let us look for a

moment at its nature and habits through the eyes

of a man of science. Putting under the lenses of

apowerful microscope a section of the leaf of an

And so we might go on, lifting the curtains

from this familiar life all about us, and of which

we are ourselves a part; and on every side, from

every nearest or remotest or obscurest corner, there

would be revealed to us the same ineffable wonder

of activity, of order, of arrangement, of beauty,

of power, in the great and in the little. We need

not go outside of the sensible universe for the

demonstration of a divine glory beyond anything

and everything that the theological creeds have

ever been able to give us in their conceptions of

Almighty Being.

But, though we thus keep within the limits of

sensible demonstration, there is something within

the revelation at every lifting of the curtain of

phenomena which the phenomena themselves do

not explain, something which they suggest, mani-

fest, but do not account for. There is always one

secret unrevealed. We see into the glory, we are

amazed and awed before it; but we see not the

source of it. There is always one question unan-

swered. Touch nature where we will, follow Sci-

ence up her roadways and byways in whatever

direction we may, we shall find everywhere the

wonder, the power, the glory; but behind all cur-

tains that are drawn aside there remains one in-

ner curtain that is never lifted. Science shows us

the wondrous material atom containing within

itself the potency for all forms of organization

and life, but the secret of that potency she does

not disclose. She takes us to "vital force" as the

formative, guiding principle in every living organ-

ism; butwhence andwhat the vital force she has

not yet explained. Even if she prove it to be

chemical force, that is but a step farther back.

She carries us back to Force itself as a primordial

element in the origin of things, to Force as eter-

nal and imperishable, remaining one and the same

amid all the changes and correlations of it in the

manifold forces of the universe;but she has not

told us how we are to conceive of this mighty

Shall we say, then, that God is only in the hid-

den mystery? That he is not revealed at all, be-

cause the very paths which are lighted for us by

the glory lead us finally to barriers beyond which

wecannot pass nor see? That, because we cannot

know him wholly, he is, therefore, wholly "the

Unknowable" ? That he is in the infinity beyond

that barrier, but not in the finite beauty, order,

power, majesty, goodness, love, whose source we

have traced up to that line? Nay: by the verydis-

covery brought to us by science, that all force or

energy is one and self-persistent, however mani-

fold its forms, our logical intellect may leap that

barrier to unite the phenomenal glories on the

hither side and the sovereign substance of being

unrevealed beyond, in the inseparable links of one

all-pervading power and life. Life infinite and

life finite are butone life. As one force, one law,

bind together and penetrate this common earth

which we daily tread and the heavens into whose

star-populated depths we gaze, but which we can

never wholly fathom, so is this whole universe of

our senses bound to and pervaded by the unfath-

omable sovereignty of being that escapes all tests

which our senses can meet or our science devise.

And an added glory comes into the universe of

phenomena, because of this very mystery of sov-

ereign being in which it is embosomed. Our world

-this little earth-takes on dignity and majesty

from the infinity of things, unseen as well as seen,

of which it is a part. Imagination, reason, con-

science, are alike spurred to finer achievement by

the problem of the world's relation to the unseen

Infinite; while the heartmayrest serenelyupon the

confidence, than which there can be none surer,

that its destiny is linked with the forces which

make the very integrity and stability of the uni-

verse itself. As to what is in the mystery behind

him and in the mysterybefore him, man need have

no fears. It is enough that this present circuit of

life inwhich he shares, and which is flowing out

of the mystery of the past toward the mystery of

the future, is glorious with intelligence and meas-

ured by advances in moral benefit.

I have seen a child in its mother's lap gaze up

with a sudden wonderment into the beaming be-

nignity of the mother face and into the loving

depths of the mother eyes, as if its infantile mind

hadjust caught some new revelation there and was
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trying to comprehend the fulness of its meaning,-

perhaps stopping in the midst of a frolic or of

pain and crying, with this wondering, searching,

upward look, and seeming to be impressed with a

sense of a power manifest there that understood

all and could do all and was full of good will ;

then nestling down closer and in quiet into the

mother's lap. So we are children still in the lap of

our mother Nature. And sometimes

hushed into a tender awe, it maybe in the midst

of our pains, or it may be in the midst of our

pleasures or our work, as if a mysterious, mightiful

power were bending over and holding us. We lift

our gaze upward to see that we are not only held

in the embrace of Law, but that through Law

shines the glory of Love; and, at that answer, our

hearts are at rest.

CORRESPONDENCE .

we are

"CREATION, EVOLUTION, AND MONAD-

OLOGY."

Editors of The Index :-

In The Index of Dec. 11, 1884, Thomas Davidson,

says: We cannot accept evolution, because (1) it is

not an intelligible theory, and (2) because it is a

theory which stultifies the intellect and paralyzes

moral action"! When theRomish Church became the

happy possessor of a language that was dead to the

rest of the world, it became possessed of a power

that, rightly wielded, would have blighted the earth

and cursed mankind for long ages with the priestly

thrall. But, fortunately for that same world, the

popes and prelates were so busy in fighting one an-

other or so sunk in debauchery that men got a

chance to think; and so we are slowly emerging

from the priest-made darkness of the long night that

reigned from Hipparchus to Newton, from Pliny to

Darwin. Once any religion can enwrap its forms and

ceremonies in a strange language, it is safe from the

vulgarhorde, and is likely to be confined to a sacer-

dotal class. And so also has it been with science to a

great extent. So ponderous have been its terms, so

complicated its propositions, that the poor and the

needy have been shut out from its sacred halls, till

the "common people" have come to speak of "dry

science" and to recoil from anything pertaining to

science. But, thanks to Charles Darwin and his co-

laborers, that is fast passing away; for the doctrine

of evolution has done for us of this day what Coper-

nicus, Bruno, Kepler, and Newton did for the long

ago.

For more than a thousand years, the astronomical

system of Ptolemy and the theology of St. Augustine

had sat on the breast of Europe like some hideous

nightmare; while the "Infidels" of Moslem faith

nursed the homeless child, true science. Astronomy

was almost impossible then to any but the chosen

few, owing to the doctrine of a flat earth and a com-

plex system of cycles and epicycles that were vainly

used to account for planetary and stellar phenomena.

But Copernicus dared to doubt; and from him came

-crude indeed, but true-a system of astronomy

that simplified the starry universe, and made it pos-

sible for the simplest of us to understand the position

of our little world in the sea of the infinite, and

shook the pillars of the priest-raised temple that

claimed all mankind as slaves. What Copernicus did

for astronomy Darwin did for biology, and not for

biology only, but for every science under the sun; for

the doctrine of evolution is a true one and a simple

one, and applies to every branch of human thought,

andhas enabled us to reduce all existing phenomena

to terms of matter and motion, and has placed it

within the power of every honest man to become a

student of science, and to know not only himself, not

only the world he lives in, but also the worlds that

circle around him and the flaming suns that twinkle

in the remote depths of the death-cold space that

enwraps that little planet on which we are flying on

our ceaseless journey.

Too often, though, do we talk about evolution with-

out having grasped its grand significance. And so,

when men like Mr. Davidson introduce Greek

phrases and German poetry into it, and talk about

"spiritual entelechies," whatever that means,-we

begin to feel that perhaps, after all, there must of

necessity be a sacerdotal class in Darwinism as in

Calvinism or Romanism or any other ism; and,

when the "conditioned" and the "unconditioned"

are dragged in, then we recoil in horror from the

unfathomable depths of German metaphysics. But

when we find that"creation and evolution" are set

down as "two pseudo concepts" that explain nothing,

and only add to our darkness, then surely do we seem

tohave reached the lowest depth; but, when after that

we find that "human souls are monads in a high state

of evolution," then indeed do our souls yearn for the

simple doctrines of the Trinity and the immaculate

conception, which are as "milk for babes" compared

with this "strong meat" that the good Thomas David-

son provides for us babes in science.

Such views of evolution would indeed produce

fatalism, and such fatalism would certainly produce

immorality. But, fortunately, evolution is not what

Thomas Davidson would have us believe; for, to take

a simple instance, it is the unfolding of life step by

step, and the survival of that fittest form in the strug-

gle for existence which is so real to us all.

Take that lowest form of life that floats in the

warm seas to-day, the Sun Slime, almost invisible to

the naked eye. It has life, it has sensation; but it

has nothing else. It is organless, structureless, form-

less, yet it lives; and it has come to be, by the same

law that causes quartz to crystallize in a hexagon and

salt in a cube, that makes water run down hill and

themoon to follow round the earth. It is, because it

mustbe. This is Nature's first child, and the glory of

watching the process fills the student's heart with

joy. For the Power that works in it is "the same yes-

terday, to-day, and forever," "without variableness ,

either shadow of turning"; and so the slime speck

works to-day as it did in the world's babyhood. In

the long ages of life and death in the world of slime

spots there came one spot that was harder than its

fellows, that endured better; and each tendency to

endurance was intensified in fast following genera-

tions, till the slime speck learned to build him a little

house from the carbonate of lime in the sea. And

these tiny builders made houses of wondrous beauty

for themselves, and lived and died in such countless

hosts that the sea floor for weary leagues was strewn

with their casts, or shells; but so tiny were these little

shells that D'Orbigny counted four hundred and

forty thousand in forty-six grains Troy. And yet for

so long a timehave they toiled that the ocean bottom

was covered thousands of feet in depth with their

little shells. And when that which was ocean became

dry land, and that which was dry land became ocean,

in the changing cycles of the earth's history, of which

Plato dreamed in his Lost Atlantis, then the com-

pacted shells of the slime spots made solid rock; and

the mountains and valleys bore witness to the long

ages during which evolution had been selecting, by

simple, natural process, those forms best fitted for

survival. By the same process that works in every

family to-day, where no two children are alike, and

by this simple law of variation, there sprang from the

slime spot form after form of wondrous beauty:

shells as beautiful as the fairy palaces of our child

literature; forms as hideous as the goblins with which

pious monks wrestled in the long ago; forms far more

strange than gorgonor centaur, dragon or satyr. And

all these forms are watched by the patient student

of to-day; for the old stone books have tongues, and

the"revelations" of the rocks are far more wondrous

than the "Revelation of St. John the Divine," and

the story of Patmos is not nearly so wonderful as the

story of the "Nummuliticlimestone" of the slime spots .

For, when the great Haussman built beautiful Paris,

he built with the rocks that were born of the slime

spots on the ocean's bottom; and, when in the gray

dawn of the world's history the Egyptians reared the

mighty Pyramids skyward, they, too, quarried the

limestones that were builded countless ages before

by mother Nature inher first attempts at life. And

these Pyramids were builded in the time when God

"walked in the garden in the cool of the evening" ; in

the time when Polaris was not our pole star; in the

timewhen the gleaming Southern Cross was visible

to the Indians of North America; in the days of the

are as nothing to the glory that comes in following

the track of life on this planet of ours. But, when we

apply the same simple law to the stars about us, and

see how the nebulous mist grows to a gaseous mass,

and that to a flaming sun which gives birth to worlds

that circle round it in reflected glory; whenwe see the

suns in all stages of sun life and planets in all stages

ofplanetary life, some, like our own, all athrob with

life; some, like our moon, dead and dry, airless, rain-

less, verdureless, soundless,-then,indeed, we realize

in some faint way what a grand, what asimple, far-

reaching law is the law of evolution. And we can

join in the anthem that was sung as Charles Darwin

was laid to rest in Westminster Abbey, with the

kings and queens and noble dead of that old coun-

try,-"His body hath been buried in peace, but his

name liveth forevermore."

PETER ANNET.

PROTECTION AND FREE TRADE.

Editors of The Index:-

In The Index of November 27, a correspondent, in

discussing "Protection vs. Free Trade," supposes a

case which naturally suggests a comment or two not

found in the communication. He assumes England

tohave free trade and France a "protective" tariff,

and proceeds to show how the French manufacturer

may find it to his advantage to sell goods in England

for actually less than cost,-a proceeding which would

ruinhis competitor in the latter country. Your cor-

respondent must of course have had inmind, though

he did not formally express it, the fact that, as such

a result could only be reached when one country

already has a "protective" tariff, the case can be

thought of as justifying "protection" only as retalia-

tory and not as a general system. But is there war-

rant for even this conclusion ? He goes on to suppose

this destructive process repeated with every line of

goods, until England's industries are entirely ruined.

But, in the mean time, what are the French merchants

supposed to have been receiving in return for their

goods ? Nothing at all? Then, by the self-sacrifice

of their rivals, have the Englishmen been enabled

to live in idleness, with all their wants gratuitously

supplied. Your correspondent does not, however,

attribute quite so extreme generosity to the wicked

Frenchmen, but assumes that they donate to their

neighbors only a portion of the value of their prod-

ucts . The Englishmen, then, are still producing and

exporting something,-a corollary which contradicts

the original assumption that they are being undersold

in all lines of goods. Indeed, these exports must

have increased to pay for the extra importation ; and

thus, while some industries have been injured, others

must have been proportionately stimulated. It seems

to be very easy to lose sight of principles with which

we are entirely familiar in ordinary business ex-

changes, when the application is transferred to inter-

national commerce. With reference to the former,

no one needs to be reminded that trade can never be

one-sided, but that, if we wish to sell, we must also

consent to buy. And yet, when the parties to the

transaction are States instead of individuals, we are

prone to fancy that it will be profitable as well as

possible to arrest importation while keeping up ex-

portation. In the case in question, if France is "pro-

tected," England has no occasion to bother herself

about putting up any medieval bars : she will be sure

to get her "protection" as gratuitously as her other

luxuries from her rival across the Channel. More

curious still, however, is the other assumption which

has already been alluded to, and which underlies

much of the "protectionist" reasoning ; namely, that

a nation inflicts a very serious commercial injury

upon her rivals , when she insists upon selling them

her products for less than their real value. The con-

clusion is unavoidable that their impoverishment

will be complete when all their wants are supplied

gratis.
HENRYDOTY MAXSON.

WHITEWATER, WIS., December, 1884.

A FRIEND in Ohio has sent us a copyof the statute

of that State, referred to by Judge Brigham in his

Pharaohs who preceded the ones who compelled decision, mentioned in another column, as to the

Israelitish slaves to make "bricks without straw ."

And yet these far-off times were only as an hour ago

to the history of these tiny builders from whom Nat-

ure selected morebeautiful, larger, stronger forms to

fill earth and sea.

Theglory and poetry of all the old schools of earth

legality of legal advertisements in Sunday papers .

It says (Revised Statutes of Ohio, 1880, Section 7033) :

"Whoever, being over fourteen years of age, engages

incommon labor onSunday (work of necessity and

charity excepted),shall,oncomplaintmade ten days

thereafter, be fined not more than $5 ; but this sec-
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writings in conjunctionwith the events of her history,

a remarkably just and faithful portraiture of her

heroine, showing wherein she was at fault, as well as

howhard the lines drawn by fate were for so impul-

sive a nature as hers. It is a wonderfully courageous ,

independent, yet warm-hearted character that is

shown in this history. The story of her connection

with the American, Gilbert Imlay, who so basely

deceived and betrayed her, yet whose name would

be sunk into the obscurity which it deserves but for

its association with hers, is here given with much

particularity. It is a story with a very apparent

moral; and its obvious lesson is that not the sincerest

idealist in the world can afford to defy the garnered

wisdom of the world, as shown in its laws built up

from ages of experience, by trying to make ideal

laws, born of individual longing, work as effectively

for happiness. Mary thought herself strong enough

in heart and will thus to set at naught those laws

whose deeper import she did not understand, and

which she despised as being mere forms, not neces-

sary for the ideal manhood and womanhood she be-

lieved in; but, sincerely as she believed in that ideal

and brave as was the spirit in which she undertook

to prove it a possible reality, she found at the last

that both sincerity and courage were of no avail

pitted against the weaknesses of common humanity.

She came out of the unequal combat terribly worsted.

And yet her later union with Godwin shows that

her faith in manwas not quite extinguished by her

hard experience. Mrs. Pennell evidently wishes to

make herself believe that in this marriage the sorely

tried Mary at last found real companionship, and her

ideal union realized; but the reader of the strange

conjugal correspondence here given must be for-

given a doubt on this subject. A marriage under

such singular and unique conditions could not long

have continued without disaster of some sort. As it

happened, death ended the unusual experiment.

tion does not extend to those who conscientiously

observe the seventh day of the week as the Sabbath.

Nor shall it be construed so as to prevent families

emigrating from travelling, watermen from landing

their passengers, superintendents or keepers of toll

bridges or toll gates from attending the same, or

ferrymen from conveying travellers over waters."

This section has been passed upon by the Ohio Su-

premeCourt in several instances. In Bloom v. Rich-

ards, 2 Ohio State Reports, p. 387, it is held that "by

thephrase,'common labor,' is meant ordinary manual

labor, as contradistinguished from intellectual labor."

In McGatrick v. Wason, 4 Ohio State Reports, p. 566,

it is held that "works of necessity, within the mean-

ing of the act, are not limited to labor for the preser-

vation of life, health, or property from impending

danger. The necessity may grow out of, or indeed

be incident to, the general course oftrade or business,

or even be an exigency of a particular trade or busi-

ness, and yet be within the exception of the act." In

this latter holding, Hon. Allen G. Thurman, then the

Chief Justice of the court, said, among other things :

"We must always keep in mind that it is no part of

the object of the act [Sect. 7033, above quoted] to

enforce the observance of a religious duty. The act

does not to any extent rest upon the ground that it

is immoral or irreligious to labor on the Sabbath any

more than upon any other day. It simply prescribes

aday of rest from motives of public policy, and is a

civil regulation; and, as a prohibition, it is founded

on principles of policy. Upon the same principles,

certain exceptions are made, among which are works

of necessity and charity. In saying this, I do not

mean to intimate that religion prohibits works of

necessity and charity on the Sabbath, but merely to

say that the principles upon which our statute rests

are wholly secular, and that they are none the less

so because they mayhappen to concur with the dic-

tates of religion. The day of rest prescribed by the

statute is the Christian Sabbath; yet so entirely does

the act rest upon the ground of public policy that,

as was said in Bloom v. Richards [cited above] , it

would be equally constitutional and obligatory, did

it name any otherday. And it derives none of its

forceand effect from the fact that the day of rest is

Sunday; for, as was said in that case, no power

whatever is possessed by the legislature over things

spiritual, but only over things temporal ; no power

whatever to enforce the performance of religious

duties simply because they are religious, but only,

within the limits of the Constitution, to maintain

justice and promote the public welfare." Our Ohio

friend adds, " While this view of the law is in fact a

futile effort to wring out of it the religious dutywhich

the legislature undoubtedly intended to enjoin, yet it

shows the strong liberal bias of our judiciary toward

bringing to bear on such questions the dry light

(siccum lumen) of common sense."

BOOK NOTICES.

LIFE OF MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT. Famous Women

Series . By Elizabeth Robins Pennell. Boston:

Roberts Brothers. 1884. Price $1.00.

This is probably the most complete life of a greatly

misunderstood woman that has ever yet beenwritten;

for though Mrs. Pennell fails to bring forward any-

thing essentially new in the history of this pioneer of

Women's Rights, yet she has brought together in

compact shape and orderly sequence all the available

records which have hitherto appeared in scattered

fragments, penned by different writers. The fact

that such a biography is in demand nearly a century

after the death of its subject is in itself strong testi-

mony to the strength of the impression she made

upon her own generation, although she died in her

thirty-ninth year.

This biography is as intensely interesting as a ro-

mance, of which indeed it has all the dramatic

accessories. It is the story of an undisciplined, gen-

erous, trusting, high-souled, pure-minded, imprudent,

sincere dreamer of dreams which would not come

true, though she tried her best to make them do so,

and succeeded only in thereby sullying her own fair

fame, and inmaking more worldly-wise people mis-

doubt andmisjudge allher aims and motives.

Mrs. Pennell, though writing from an entirely sym-

pathetic point of view, has succeeded admirably in

drawing, by means of quotations from Mary's own

Mary Wollstonecraft's history is particularly inter-

esting as that of an original thinker in regard to the

position and possibilities of her sex. She was as

ardent in friendship as passionate in love. Her own

home experiencehad been hard, and the woes of her

sisters and her friends were felt as deeply as her own.

In addition, her experience among the so-called edu-

cated classes of women, gained while a governess,

opened her eyes to their deficiencies and set her to

thinking. Her first impulse in seeing need of any

sort was to supply that need. Hence, her Vindication

of the Rights of Woman, which set the literary

world of her day in an uproar of protest against her

theories. This, more than any of her more elaborate

writings, makes her known to-day. Mrs. Pennell

gives a full and interesting account of her literary

work, which was considerable for a time whenwomen

rarely engaged in such work. In that, too, she may

be considered as a pioneer of the enlargement of

woman's sphere. S. A. U.

OUT OF THE WRECK ; or, Was it a Victory ? By

Amanda M. Douglas. Boston: Lee & Shepard.

1885. Price $1.50.

One or two often unconsidered phases of the

woman question are strikingly illustrated in this

story, which is that of a gentlewoman by birth and

position married to ahandsome, selfish, unprincipled,

and indolent man, who, in the face of misfortune,

seeks solace in dissipation , and sinks into such brutal

habits that for the sake of her children she leaves

him in his poverty and drunkenness, and launching

into business for herself becomes a fashionable and

successful milliner in the very midst of the society

where she had once queened it as a belle. She edu-

cates and cares for her three children, until by a sud-

den stroke of luck the worthless husband and father

becomes possessed of a fortune, when, instead of

repairing the evil he had done, he takes from the

mother, byprocess of law, the youngest child and only

son, at an age when the mother's guiding hand and

head are most needed to enforce a higher moral edu-

cation than she fears his wealthy and lax-principled

father can give. The many-sided views taken by dif-

ferent people upon this case, showing how really

unjust yet apparently right seeming inferences can

be taken by people of differing experience and vary.

ing breadth of moral outlook, are very finely shown

in the course of the story, which in a minor way in-

volves two or three love stories as well. There is

much that is pathetic and sad as well as romantic in

the book; and, fortunately for the feelings of the

reader, death relieves the heroine from her quandary,

and the weak, unprincipled hero dies at peace with

all, and in a half-hearted sort of way, not out of

keeping with his character, repents of his wicked

unmanliness just before that event occurs.

S. A. U.

SKETCHING RAMBLES IN HOLLAND. By George H.

Boughton, A.R.A. With illustrations by the

author and E. A. Abbey.

Little needs to be said of this handsome volume,

the contents of which, both text and pictures, have

appeared in Harper's Monthly, and there been ad-

mired and read by the half-million readers of that

magazine. Certainly, the pictures gain considerable

frombeing printed on aheavier and finer paper, and

even the text is better reading in the larger type. It

is Mr. Boughton's first essay in literature, and he

gives a very amusing account in his preface of how

it devolved upon him. He affirms that it will be his

last; but so Benedick affirmed that he would die an

old bachelor, not expecting to live till he was mar-

ried. He has been too successful to be permitted to

relapse into a silence so absolute as that from which

he emerged. His pictures are a clear case in illus-

tration of the proverbial saying, "The Dutch have

taken Holland." His affinity for a low, flat land-

scape and for the homely Dutch attire has long been

strongly marked. The Dutchmen of New Amster-

dam have had for him a great attraction. Some of

his full-page single figures are in his happiest vein,

and the engraving and printing of those on Japanese

paper are marvels of the beautiful art of wood-cut-

ting. Mr. Abbey's method is very different from Mr.

Boughton's. Each is enjoyable through his difference

with the other; but Mr. Abbey's idealism renders his

report less trustworthy than Mr. Boughton's. The

picture in the book is neither Boughton's nor Ab-

bey's, but Johnson's engraving from a portrait by

Rembrandt.

LAST FAIRY TALES. By Edouard Laboulaye. Au-

thorized translation by Mary L. Booth. Illustrated.

New York : Harper & Brothers.

This compilation contains all the fairy tales written

by Laboulaye, the statesman story-teller, from the

publication of his Fairy Book, ten or twelve years

ago, until his death last year. Nothing which the

book contains begins to be so interesting as the fact

that it was written by a statesman, deeply engrossed

in the affairs of France at a period of great anxiety

and important changes in the government, an em-

pire toppling down, a republic adding strength to

strength. What a happy fortune that enabled the

statesman to rest himself from graver cares with such

delightful play,not ending in the moment of its birth,

but having a continuous life and power of blessing

little children and even children of a larger growth!

This collection of about thirty stories proves that the

genius of Laboulaye did not exhaust itself in its first

brilliant venture into this field of art. He is an ex-

cellent borrower. He is at no pains to make his

stories original or to keep them free from the ad-

mixture of his own fancy. The science of Fairy Lore

he leaves to others. His object is to tell a number of

stories that "shall keep children from their play and

old men from the chimney corner." He is a master

of the art; and his translator, Miss Booth, has sec-

onded his intentions with consummate skill. The

illustrations are exactly in the spirit of the text, and

we could give to them no higher praise than this.

HANDBOOK OF BLUNDERS: Designed to Prevent 1,000

Common Blunders in Writing and Speaking. By

Harlan H. Ballard, A.M. , Principal of LenoxAcad-

emy, Lenox, Mass. Boston: Lee & Shepard. Price

50 cents.

The compiler of this convenient and useful little

book says in his preface that it is not meant to be an

exhaustive catalogue of common mistakes in the use

of the English language, but is designed "simply to

give, in a form convenient for reference, a number of

such hints and suggestions as have been found useful

in the experience of the school-room.... It includes

most of those inelegancies and inaccuracies of speech

that jar our ears with daily iteration. " To all those

who desire to correct themselves of such blunders in

grammar or rhetoric, this handbook will be of value,

giving, as it does, in the fewest possible words clear

explanations of the reasons for its corrections, each

doubtful word or phrase being easily found under its

proper alphabetical arrangement.
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SAYS the Boston Transcript, "The attempt in

behalf of the defence of alleged rascality to rule

out the evidence of an 'agnostic' in the Swaim

court-martial at Washington will tend to bring

things to ahead for the efforts of the Free Relig-

ious Association upon some of the old statutes this

winter."

THE pastor of a Presbyterian church in Salt

Lake City, one evening last week, addressed the

students of the Union Theological Seminary in

New York on Mormonism. According to the pub-

lished reports, he declared that polygamy was not

the main evil of the system. Priestly despotism

was its most dangerous feature. He advocated

the holding of mass meetings to stir up the people

of the country, in order to influence legislation to

"stamp out Mormonism." This minister frankly

stated the position of many of his order, who,

although more guarded in expression, show by

their spirit as well as by their words that they are

in favor of extirpating Mormonism by force, root

and branch. But, if "priestly despotism" is agood

reason for stamping out a religion, the stamping-

out process should not be confined to Mormonism.

Polygamy in this age and country is an evil and a

crime, andwise, statesman-like measures for its ex-

tinction in Utah will have the support of the

American people; but an attempt "to stamp out"

Mormonism would be religious persecution, no

more justifiable than an attempt to stamp out

Presbyterianism.

ENCKE'S comet, the periodicity of which is now

fully established, is slowly brightening as it ap-

proaches its perihelion, to which, according to re-

cent observations and calculations, it will return on

March 7. It is sixty years since the astronomer

whose name this comet bears announced his dis-

covery that it travels in a path of short periods

around the sun. This comet, astronomers declare,

has, owing to resistance it encounters from a rare

ethereal medium pervading the space through which

it moves, a slowly but continually diminishing

period. When it first became an object of interest,

the period was 1,211 days. Dr. Buckland, of the

Imperial Observatory at Pulkowa, says that its pres-

ent period of revolution is 1,207.86 days. The

observations of Prof. Brooks show that the comet

at present is not seriously disturbed by planetary

attraction ; and it probably will as heretofore, when

its return to its perihelion has been predicted,

keep to its appointment. The comet of 1770, found

by Lexell to describe an elliptic orbit with a peri-

odic time of only five years and ahalf, and which

for nearly half a century thereafter was the only

comet of short period which had been observed

nearly approaching the earth, has been for a cen-

tury andmore the "lost comet."

On Monday, last week, the parlors of Dr. and

Mrs. J. P. Mann, New York, were thronged with

the friends of Oliver Johnson, in honor of the

seventy-fifth anniversary of his birthday. The

guests included Charles K. Whipple, Wendell P.

Garrison, Edmund C. Stedman, Sinclair Tousey,

John Albee, Robert Collyer, John W. Chadwick,

and Edward Eggleston. Letters were received

from Whittier, Beecher, Curtis, Higginson, Lucy

Stone, and others. Whittier wrote : "I wish I

could be with thee on thy seventy-fifth birthday,

but it is out of my power. I send thee my love

and best wishes. I am two years ahead of thee on

the journey of life, and there are few of us left."

And Beecher thus : "I rank Mr. Johnson among

the best men that our time has produced,-the men

who have enriched the world, and of whom 'the

world was not worthy.' Mr. Johnson belongs to

the band-almost gone-of those who fought the

battle of liberty, and who have lived to see the

victory. Allhis life long, he has subordinated ease,

gain, and reputation to the great duty of this age.

Closely associated with Garrison and Phillips, he

was aworthy member of the triad; for, if he was

in speech less able, by his pen he was more able

than they. Adevout man, though outside of the

Church; a true Christian, though not a follower of

prevalent theology,-his name will be precious in

all time. May the light fall gently uponhim, until

the face of Godshall give him everlasting light in

the landwhere there is need of nosun!"

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

knows that wife-beating is really as common in a

certain grade of society as this remark indicates ;

and probably nearly all these men of experience

would say that it is hopeless to try to stop it, be-

cause the victims nearly always take the part of

their oppressors, in the end." Among the reasons

mentioned which prevent complaint on the part of

the wife are affection for the husband, who may be

"a decent man when sober," the dependence of

wife and children upon the earnings of the hus-

band, the certainty that they will be reduced to

want if he is sent to prison, and the danger of per-

sonal violence from the husband when he returns

to his family, if the wife or children testify against

him. But a small proportion of wives, who are

victims of such cruelty, attempt to secure divorces

from their husbands. Many, perhaps a majority

of them in our large cities, belong to a church

which does not recognize their right to a divorce

under any circumstances. The majority of them,

if divorced, would be unable to support themselves

and children in comfort. What can be done with

menwho beat their wives, when their wives, owing

to lack of intelligence and spirit, or to their pecul-

iar situation, will make no effort to get redress ?

The problem is a difficult one.

THERE is an institution at Denver, Col., called

"The Tabernacle of God," which is a home for

foundlings. Its managers have relied wholly upon

prayer for the cure of the sick. Recently, a child

died without medical treatment, which, in the

opinion of physicians, would have saved its life.

The fanatical keeper of the place, in a communi-

cation to a Denver paper, says: "Our home has

taken no children but what it has carefully in-

formed all beforehand that our custom was to

trust entirely in God. The Dunkards are a class

of Christians who believe only in anointing their

sick with oil, and committing the result to God.

No physicians are employed for the sick. Have

we not the same right as they to trust wholly in

God? Herbs are not complete ministers of life.

They are good supplies of food, but there is a

remaining force or power of life which must be

supplied directly from God. Why not go to him

first, and not leave him to the last, in the knowl-

edge of all things in which he has part?" Un-

doubtedly, the method here recommended is "ac-

cording to the Scriptures"; but, in thesedays, the

teachings of the Scriptures are generally disre-

garded in practical matters, when they are in con-

flict with common sense. Commenting on this

case, the Chicago Inter-Ocean judiciously observes :

"If men andwomen of mature minds,capable of

entertaining views of their own, see fit to put their

trust in supernatural agencies, rejecting material

aid, that is their business. But for them tomake

children the victims of a faith that cannot be

defined, and of abstract propositions that cannot

be demonstrated, defying the wisdom of experi-

ence and repudiating the service of expert skill,

amounts to a crime that no religious convictions

can excuse, and which no State charter should

protect." "The Tabernacle of God" is likely to be

REFERRING to the fact that every day a score of

trampled wives refuse to testify to the ruffianly

brutalities they receive from husbands under the

influence of liquor, the New York Tribune cites the

case of a poor woman whose eyes were deliberately

put out by her husband, andwho would not have

informed against him, but for the action of her

neighbors. The Tribune adds : "And what a flood

of light is thrown on the lives of a whole class of

women by the remark of one of these neighbors,

that she did not interfere before, because she

thought McCarron 'was only giving his wife an

ordinary beating' ! Every policeman and justice | closed, and its keeper sent to a lunatic asylum.
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THE WORLD'S PROPHETS AND THEIR

TEACHING .

A "subscriber," writing very pleasantly of our

article on "Christmas," inquires, "In what respect

are the teachings of Christ better than or different

from those of other incarnate deities that were

supposed to have lived before him?" and adds

that he would like to hear from us an additional

word on this point.

The Christmas article, as we suppose, made it

clear that we do not regard Jesus as having any

other kind of authority in his teaching than that

possessed by other so-called "incarnate deities" or

messengers believed to have been sent fromheaven.

Allof them were human and finite, and, therefore,

would live in the spirit." But exactly to deter-

mine their relative rank in this high office is an

invidious task, which results in little practical

benefit. The local Unitarian Conference which

a few years ago thought to save its Christian

repute by passing a resolution to the effect that

Jesus was the greatest religious teacher and the

best man the world has ever known, only drew a

broad smile from the Orthodox circles to whose

creed itmade this vigorously feeble concession.

The truth is, these founders and prophets of the

great religions of mankind, though standing to-

gether on this high tableland of natural moral

superiority, differ widely among themselves in

points of character, temperament,and career. One

of themmayexcel on one point, another on another

of these on a third point. Which of them excelled

all others in the most particulars might be difficult

to say. No one of them is complete on every side.

Better is it, therefore, to take them for what they

each specially represent, and so get the more com-

pletely rounded ideal of humanity from them all

than it is possible to see in any one of them alone.

Could we imagine them to come together in one

company, they would certainly find such ample

ground for noble intercourse in their common

sympathies and aims that we cannot conceive of

their falling into disputes concerning their relative

rank in the hierarchy of great men. Jesus, the

peasantprophet; Buddha,the prophet prince; Con-

fucius, the statesman; Aurelius, the emperor; Soc-

rates, the philosopher; Moses, the political organ-

izer ; Zoroaster, the dimly seen but pure ethical

teacher,-all proved themselves to possess royal

souls, in that, in their very different circumstances

and careers, they achieved greatness through the

all-mastering sovereignty within them of the

moral nature.

fallible. No one of them couldhave anymonopoly❘ point, and still another may be stronger than both

of intellectual or of moral truth; and no one of

them can be adjudged as perfect, according to the

highest ideal standards of human character. Yet

as persons having merely natural relations to their

own times and to the race to which they have

respectively belonged, and possessing only the

authority derived from their superior mental wis-

dom or remarkable moral insight and power, they

have held positions of immense importance in the

historical development of mankind; and their

characters and teachings are still important, as

illustrative of the highest personal influences that

havehelped to shape the thought and destiny of

great masses of human beings. Of course, in

Christendom, Jesus has held this position to a

greater extent than any other of the world's great

teachers, not only because of the common Chris-

tian theory of his being a miraculously endowed

personage, but because he is the only one of whom,

in Christendom generally, there has beenmuch of

anything known. But, in latter years, amore hos-

pitable spirit and interest has been developed, at

least in certain sections of Christendom, toward

other religions; and even the Christian Church is

beginning to see that it may learn something of

value from and justly render honor to others of the

world's prophets besides Jesus. Whatever ques-

tion there maybe concerning the benefit of Chris-

tianmissions to the pagan peoples whom they have

attempted to convert, there can be no doubt that

Christian missionaries, if they have been broad-

minded and scholarly men, have benefited Chris-

tendom by the knowledge they have brought back

concerning these pagan peoples' prophets and their

teachings.

When, however, these great teachers, who have

stood along the ages on the heights of moral illu-

mination, are thus placed together in the line of

natural humanity, any comparison of them with

one another, as to the amount of good they have

doue in the world or as to the height of the special

pinnacle, intellectual or moral, on which they

stood, becomes a matter of minor importance.

Suchquestions mayhave an interest to the histori-

cal artist and to the student of individual psycho-

logical development in the various races and faiths

of mankind : minute analysis of character always

has an interest of this sort. But the practical

ethical value for the world to-day of these past

prophets does not depend upon this comparative

analysis of their work and teachings. As nat-

urally endowed leaders, however high they mayhave

rosen in respect to moral insight above the mass

of mankind in their own age, they will now be

resorted to, not for authoritative moral precepts

nor even for examples of conduct to be always

followed, but for the stimulus and inspiration

whichmay be found in their general moral clear-

sightedness and heroic fidelity to a moral ideal.
To use the phrase which MatthewArnold applied

to Emerson, they are now "aiders to those who

Wм. Ј. РOTTER.

CARLYLE THE PEASANT.

In all the criticism which has been passed on

Carlyle in regard to his conduct toward his wife,

there is one point which has not been sufficiently

insisted on,-the fact that by ancestry, birth, and

education he was a peasant ; and this explains all

his apparent inconsistencies. Not that the peas-

ant character is inconsistent in itself : it is, on the

contrary, remarkably harmonious; but Carlyle, the

peasant, was out of his environment. Only those

who have resided many years among European

people can fully comprehend what a tremendous

force on the latent character of the individual the

early training and environment exercise.

The devotion to family which so strongly char-

acterizes English, Scotch, Irish, and Continental

people, even where the members of the same hate

each other and cannot abide together in peace

under the same roof, is proof of the truth of this

fact. It is an inherited instinct among the peas-

antry. Down-trodden and wronged in the past,

struggling for bread, if families had not clung to-

gether, they would have been entirely annihilated :

in their union alone was strength. Apeasant can

hold no long conversation with any one without

introducing the topic of his own family, and say-

ing what wonderful people his father, mother, broth-

ers, and sisters are. But his wife,-she is not of

his people. Hehas no inherited instinct to praise

her. His feeling,on the contrary,would rather in-

cline to make light of "wife's kin." The peasant

is alsodebarred bycaste from comparing himself

with many people. Peasant families live more or

less to themselves, are suspicious and self-centred,

anddo not,therefore, acquire the just estimate of

themselves which people in the higher classes

almost invariably attain to after mixing with the

world. The least evidence of either mental or

moral superiority is always exaggerated among

them and made more of than the occasion war-

rants. Carlyle's treatment ofhis wife is explicable

only in the light of his peasant instinct to exalt

his own people and cling to them. Jane Welsh

was not Jane Carlyle. Her intellect, her capacity,

her devotion, or the intellect and capacity of any

one else, was not a credit to the Carlyle family:

therefore, it was neither his duty nor pleasure to

give it much attention. Even his grand intellect

was not superior to inherited instinct, and in his

character this peasant trait was developed to a

remarkable degree. Hehad no money to spare for

his wife's comfort,but could always find some for

the use of his own family. If he had had chil-

dren of his own, this tendency would have been

used for their benefit; but the wife's right is

always the last one to be considered among the

lower classes in Europe. Carlyle would have

asked his mother or sisters to oversee the work of

thehouse and, if need were, to bake and scrub : he

could see no impropriety in exacting that his wife

should do the same. Amaumust have been edu-

cated by his previous surroundings, to live with a

high-bred woman, with any comfort, as far as she

herself is concerned.

After all, the enigma of the whole matter is not

how Carlyle came to treat his wife as he did, but

how Jane Welsh could have made up her mind to

marry Carlyle. How could a woman born and

bred in the old country, keen-witted, high-spir-

ited, andhigh-bred,marry into the Carlyle family?

If she had seen him alone in London, fêted and

flattered, it were easy to say; but his own words

warned her. She visited his people, she knew his

good old peasant mother, his rough brothers, their

simple and unceremonious manner of life. Above

all, she must have obtained some insight into their

limited vision. Yet this brilliant woman was will-

ing to throw inher fate with these people for it

was impossible to remain any length of time with

Carlyle and his family, and not know for a cer-

tainty that their fate was his also. She tempted

Providence, and Providence will not be tempted

with impunity. In the many years which fol-

lowed, how could Mrs. Carlyle cope with her peas-

ant husband? Not that he was vulgar, but their

point of view was so different. If, when he dis-

pleased her, she could have told him so in the con-

cise, forcible English which his mother or sisters

would have used, it would have been better for

both of them; but the subtilty of language and

evenness of manner which a well-bred woman ac-

quires deceived Carlyle. He failed to perceive

what Jeffrey, accustomed to associate with gentle-

born women, at once was alarmed at,-Mrs. Car-

lyle's failing health.

Carlyle's so-called repentance only took place

when he had arrived at a certain stage of develop-

ment by associating with people in London.

Here, he came in contact with many ladies. He

had known Lady Ashburton well for some years,

and it had gradually dawned upon his mindthat

all women were not of the same hardy calibre as

his mother was; that it was not possible for all

of them to scrub and bake ; that what constitutes

luxury to onewoman is but the bare necessary of

life to another; that some of them must be ten-

derly cared for and lovingly treated, or they will

suffer.

Poor Jane Carlyle paid for her "generous mis-

take" byher life long unhappiness.

Carlyle's failings and faults toward his wife

were those of apeasant; and, in view of thewell-

known peasant character, it is surprising that he

ever awoke to the tragedy inwhich hewas one of

the principal actors, and it certainly speaks won-
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ELLEN M. HENROTIN.

THE NEW RELIGION.

ments, as the conduct conforms or fails to conform

to certain religio-moral precepts. In this way, it

has always had an influence on the moral life by

its appeal to man on his self-regarding side. In

its higher forms, by involving as one of its ele-

ments the conception of aGod, who is but amag-

nified man,playing the part of a universal bene-

factor and an ever-present helper, it has naturally

enough aroused the desire to please by the proper

conduct a being so full of kindness and love.

This desire has come rather from man's sympa-

thetic or altruistic than from his selfish or egoistic

side, andfrom it we have the higher moral incen-

tive of love.

The belief in a future life has been closely asso-

ciated with other conceptions and inspirations said

to be given us by faith, and the hope and expec-

❘tation of immortality do partake largely of the

nature of ideas called religious. They rest on

slender evidence, are conceptions which greatly

arouse the emotions, and which depend much for

their acceptance on our proneness to believe what

wewish to believe. As a resultof this long contin-

ued connection of the dogmas of religion with the

hope of a future life, it has become difficult to con-

ceive of an adequate reason for belief in immortal-

ity outside the sphere of religion. We are told

that we can attain the assumedly higher vision,

which alone cangive us a convincing view ofGod's

being and our immortality, only by yielding our-

selves up to the religious feeling, and availing

ourselves of its peculiar spiritual insights and

supernatural revelations.

Modern scientific thought has utterly under-

mined Christian theology. This it has done, not

by showing historical inaccuracies in the Bible, or

by exposing errors in the logic of its creeds, or by

attacks upon it of any such nature, but by estab-

lishing the fact of the universality of the reign of

law, the inevitableness of the sequences of phe-

nomena. By so doing, science has eliminated the

miraculous and the supernatural, so far as they

maybe defined as the wilful interventions of any

being. It has done awaywith the personality of

God as a possible conception ; with free will, when

conceived of as making man a creative first cause ;

with sin defined as a desire repugnant to a per-

sonal God; or as anything more than awish whose

execution is forbidden by the moral law which man

has voluntarily or involuntarily established. And

ithas takenfrom us the future life as a fact super-

naturally revealed. This fact of the general disso-

lution of Christian theology has been accepted by

manyof the thoughtful. Not a few among those

who have so accepted it lived in the Christian

faith, and enjoyed its promises and its consolations

before they found that faith inconsistent with the

conclusions which were forced upon them by posi-

tive thought. For them, the transition to the state

ofmind inwhich the rejection of Christian dogma

and the acceptance of antagonistic scientific truths

became necessary has been full of pain, and has

led often to despondency. From those passing

through this time of sorrow and despair, we have

prophecies of the coming of a moral or immoral

interregnum, should the truths destructive to the

reigning theologybe generally accepted; and pit-

eous demands that those who have made foolish

their old faith should supply them with a new.

Are these prophecies reasonable, and are these de-

mands just ?

Religious faith has long beenregarded as a men-

tal condition or a mental attitude, in which the

mind accepts as true that which is supported

mainly by the evidence of the intuitions or by the

testimony of consciousness. When engaged in

an act of faith, the mind is supposed to be free

from limitations, or to rise above the limita-

tionswhich are imposed on it by the laws of logic

and the rules of evidence, when it is engaged in

an act of belief; and it is further assumed that

the mind finds within itself a reason for the con-

ception to which it rises, and a justification for the

acceptance by which it holds. This view of faith

has been complicated and strengthened by the

elements of wonder, reverence, and love, always

associated with it. Faith, religious faith, appears

tomost menas something quite distinct from be-

lief; as importing a mental attitude in which an

assumed spiritual sense is brought into action, and

peculiar truths are seen, and peculiar sentiments

aroused. For instance, the devotional spirit is

awakened-such seems the accepted opinion-only

in onewho holds certain ideas, not as matters of

belief, but as matters of faith. And worship, in

the same opinion, is only possible when its object

is a being, the fact of whose existence and the

character of whose attributes are conceptionsbe-

yond the domain of what, in contradistinction to

faith, is called positive thought.

Fromthe first stages of its development, religion

hasbeen a factor inmorality. Religious faithhas
had for one of its elements a conviction that cer-

tain results follow certain conduct; the results

accepting them there was always sufficient evi-

dence for that acceptance. Wehave no reason to

suppose that any occult, non-natural influence from

without, or that anynon-natural, non-caused infiu-

ence from within, imposed on man his first relig-

ious conceptions or gave him an exalted vision

wherewith to see them. From what he saw and

fromwhat he felt,he gained certain ideas of the

constitution of the world,-ideas not less naturally

obtained than his conviction of the warmth of the

sunshine, but ideas so little understood, so con-

nected with the mysterious, the powerful, and the

sublime, and so related to the acts and needs of his

daily life, that they could not but influence his

conduct. These elements of mystery, power, and

sublimity, have clung always to man's religious

conceptions ; and to them have been added other

elements pertaining to man's emotional side.

Thus, as has been said, these have been so en-

grafted on to religion as now to be considered

inseparable from it and incapable of existence

except in it,--the devotional spirit, the love ofGod,

and the hope of immortality, with the lofty moral

inspirations coming therefrom. Thus, then, it has

happened that facts coming within the sphere of

religion have been accepted by acertain psychical

process called faith; while facts coming within the

sphere of positive knowledge have been accepted

by the same psychical process under another name,

belief. This difference in the terms applied to the

same process has been continued; and the conse-

quent confusion of thought has been increasedby

the fact that religious ideas are concerned mainly

with the emotions, and from their origin have

been thought to be peculiar dogmas, necessarily

joined to the mysterious. But, when examined

carefully, these religious ideas are all seen to

be founded on simple intellectual convictions.

Though the evidence for religious truths may be

slight, evidence there has been and evidence there

must be, in order to their acceptance. Often, it

happens, no doubt, that the apparent lack of op-

posing evidence and the desire of the believing

mindhavemuch to do with the decision to accept

this or that creed. But the positive evidence is

always present. With theyoung and the ignorant,

it may consist only in the testimony of their

friends and spiritual advisers; but to them that

is as sufficient proof of the existence of a loving

personalGod and of his revelation of immortality

and of moral law as it is of the simplest historical

Worship with its accompanying emotions of

reverence, devotion, and love, the inspirations to

morality, or the ground and reason of right con-

duct and the hope of a future life, have, then, all

been associated closely, seemingly of necessity,

with religious faith. And this religious faith, in

the general conception of it, is a something beyond

and above belief. In the Christian theology, it

requires, or assumes to require, a certain surrender

of the individual will, in order to its acceptance.

By its acceptance there comes in a peculiar spirit-

ual exaltation, a clearer spiritual vision, with con-

sequent joy, peace, and moral yearning. Small

wonder, then, that to most of those who have been

nurtured in the conceptions that the dominant

religious faith brings with it, those grand concep-

tions, the assurance of immortality, the lofty

conception of a loving, personal God, ethical in-

centives, and inward peace,--small wonder that to

those there should come with the rejection of that

faith a feeling as if something had gone out of

life, as if the hope and end of existence were

wanting.

But what is this faith ? Is it an attitude of

mind different from that of belief, or does it neces.

sitate an attitude of mind different from that

which belief necessitates? Is it not possible to

gain from our intellectual convictions, has not

man always gained from them, comfort, peace,

hope, inspiration, ethical impulses, and an aim

for existence ?

From its very origin, religion has had ever asso-

ciated with it the element of mystery. Inwonder

and fearwere its beginnings. That a power like

the human power, that a will like the human will,

that a mind and a personality like the dimly

apprehended human mind and personality, were

behind all manifestations of force, were the concep-

tions on which it was founded. They were con-

ceptions depending largely for their origin and

acceptance on the fact that there seemed to be no

evidence against them, and that they corresponded

with the demands of minds not yet cognizant of

their own nature. They depended little on the

being pleasant or unpleasant, rewards or punish- evidence in their favor. Yet to the minds of those

fact.

Faith is but belief, confused, it is true, with ver-

bal adjuncts and distinctions, but simple belief,

plain acceptance, of a seemingly verified fact, never-

theless ; and the inspiration of one possessed of

this much vaunted and, when lost, much lamented

faith comes from what is simply a pure intellectual

conception, as truly such as is our belief in the

existence of the sun. In making this statement,

no account need be taken of any necessary datum

of consciousness as to God which the exalted

believermayhave; for that he shares with allmen,

and from it can gain nomental or spiritual vision

peculiar to himself. The Christian believer ac-

cepts, on what is to him sufficient evidence, certain

premises, as the personality of God, the fall of

man, the Bible's inspiration, the deity of Christ,

and other dogmas of likenature. As logicalde-

ductions from these dogmas, accepted as facts,

come the beliefs and the emotions which we call

religious. The feeling of love, for instance, to-

gether with the desire to satisfy it by the proper

conduct, arises, naturally and of necessity, in the

mind of one who is assured that the object of his

love is exercising an ever-watchful care over him,

andhasmade the greatest sacrifices for him.

If this be true, that the religious emotions and
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the religious conceptions have their origin in sim-

ple beliefs, as do all other emotions and all other

conceptions, the sad prophecies of those whose

faith has left them have little reason, and their

complaints that the destroyers of their old religion

have given them nothing in its place have little

justice. They tell us that, without faith, the world

tothem is nothing. The answer is that, without

belief, the world is nothing to anyman. They are

to be reminded that they cannot have rejected

finally the convictions they formerly held, and are

still tormented by the thought of their possible

truth, or that they have not accepted finally the

convictions making their former ones untenable,

and, holding fast to nothing, are tossed on the sea

of universal doubt. The New Religion they

should demand needs not any element of wonder

other than that which the simplest of nature's

works inspires ; nor any element of faith as dis-

tinct frombelief in a scientific truth; nor any ele-

ment of love other than that we must feel for the

power behind all things, whenwe rightly consider

man's present and man's past. It need give no

moral inspiration except that arising from the con-

viction of the value to the race of the elevation of

the individual, and it needgive no higher aim for

our existence than that conviction gives. It need

supply us with no stronger hope in immortality

than that which is grounded on established facts

as to our nature, our origin, and our place in the

universe.

Agroup of facts, borne in upon us and made

a part of our nature by our unhesitating accept-

ance of them, gives us all that religion can give,

and, in truth, is as much a religion as the supersti-

tions of the savage or the formulated creeds of the

whodistrusts all his convictions hope to gain from

anyof them either comfort or inspiration ? It is

a sad mental condition which leads us to say that,

our idols once shattered, wehave no heart to seek

elsewhere that truth which was hid within them.

Let the mourners of a lost faith search their

minds, and see if they need not first newknowl-

edge and new wisdom before they can come into

new hopes and new aspirations, and can enjoy the

religious exaltation which unwavering convictions

always bring.

JOHN COTTON DANA.

THE DISABILITIES AND LIMITATIONS OF

SEX.

When the system of co-education was first pro-

posed, the wise in their own conceit said, It can-

not succeed: the girls will necessarily fall behind

their classes. The experiment proved the reverse.

Then it was said, The girls maycompete with the

boys in the rudimental branches; but in philoso-

phy, the languages,the higher mathematics, they

must fail. The girls, however, by taking the

prizes in these higher branches, soon proved their

equal capacity. Compelled to admit the facts, it

was then said, If the girls pursue this course of

collegiate study, itmust be at the risk of a lamen-

table physical depletion, not only for themselves,

but their descendants.

When, however, it was proven that the girls in

colleges, with regular employment and intellectual

ambition,were more healthy than those in society,

and that a larger proportionate number of young

men fell behind their classes on account of ill

health, then these wise ones, driven from all their

supposed strongholds, betook themselves to the

to the nomad life. The feminine is the centrip-

etal force, that hasmade the family, the tribe, the

community possible. This element is not neces-

sarily in the form of woman: it predominates as

well in the most refined, spiritual, scholarly men;

it is the repository of the religious sentiment, the

conscience of the race. Its voice sweet and clear

has been heard in all ages, above turmoil, con-

quest, and persecution; but its protests against

violence and injustice have been too often un-

heeded and forgotten.

All the talk we hear about the "limitations of

sex" is outside the realm of science and philos-

ophy; but, as women themselves believe in these

oft-repeated assertions of their "disabilities," it is

well to consider the data on which they rest.

"You must admit," said quite a well-informed

woman to me not long since, "that we are handi-

cappedbyNature,-thatwehavemanydisabilities,

and are very circumscribed in our limitations."

"True,” I replied, "all living things have their lim-

itations. The fish cannot fly in the air, the bird

cannot swim in the river. Sick men andwomen

are alike handicapped by disease and suffering.

But every living creature in its normal condition

can fulfil its destiny. The healthy, well-developed

woman has no 'disabilities. " "Her dress is cer-

tainly one," said a slender being, buried in a vel-

vet-cushioned chair, absorbed in a piece of flimsy

embroidery. "Her dress!" I replied. "Awoman

is not born with petticoats,high heels,lapped ribs,

and a dozen hairpins stuck into her scalp. Such

disabilities are of her own choosing: they have

nothing to do with the normalwoman in freedom.

Our judges in the Supreme Court of the United

States, and our priests and bishops in gown and

civilized. These latter are nought but congeries | realm of speculation, and declaimed on the general ❘ surplice, could not in such attire run a race, play

of statements, more or less reasonable, accepted as

true by the believers in the religion which they

compose.

What group of facts, it will be asked, will give

us the comforts, hopes, and inspirations which it

has been thought a religion of mysterious super-

naturalism could alone supply ? Thosefacts which,

when properly formulated, constitute the doctrine

of evolution, will so do.

Let one apprehend the grand order of events of

which man is, on this earth, the last best product ;

let him realize the glorious possibilities lying be-

fore us, and the aideven his feeble efforts can give

inattaining them, and he can but take up life with

the loftiest fervor as a grand religious duty. More

than this, an unwavering acceptance of the doc-

trine of evolution will elevate his character by giv-

ing him a new view of the human race and of the

individual. His rejection of the dogma that

human desires are uncaused, or have their first

cause in the heart of the individual, will free his

mind from the grievous conception of sin, and will

give him a more than Christian-though not a

more than Christlike-charity. His belief in our

better future will give him hope. His knowledge

of the 'vast progress man has already made will

givehim. joy that he lives in this day and in this

hour. And his beliefs as to our nature and origin

will give the sublime promise of immortality.

But it may be said that the acceptance of this

doctrine gives to many no such thoughts and no

such inspirations. Then would I borrow a phrase

from the old religion, and say that such are but

"almost persuaded," that they do not "fully be-

lieve." As with the old religion, so with the new :

it gives nothing, if itbe not fully accepted. It is

inall things so. Our friends even are nothing to

us, until we know them to be true; and our knowl-

edge of their truth must not be attempered with

suspicions, however faint, would we gain the de-

lights of perfect confidence. How then can he

"disabilities and limitations" of the feminine ele-

ment in humanity.

The possibility of any limitations of power in

the opposite sex never seems to occur to any one.

The sphere of that half of the race is supposed to

be boundless, and its capacity illimitable. Those

who declaim on the inequalities of sex show them-

selves as ignorant of the first principles of life as

would that philosopher who should undertake to

show the comparative power of the positive as

against the negative electricity, of the centrifugal

as against the centripetal force, of the attraction

of the north as against the south end of the

magnet.

These great natural forces must be exactly bal-

anced, or the material world would relapse into

chaos. Just so the masculine and feminine ele-

ments must be exactly balanced, to redeem the

moral and social world from the chaos that sur-

rounds us. One might as well talk of separate

spheres for the two ends of the magnet as for

man and woman : their true place is together

everywhere. Having different duties in the same

sphere, neither can succeed without the presence

and influence of the other. To restore the equi-

librium of sex is the first step in social,religious,

and political progress. The tendency in past ages

hasbeen to exalt the masculine portion of human-

ity, because, in the infancy of the race, superior

physical strength mademan more valuable in sup-

plying material resources and in doing the rough

work of the world. Hence, those who could fight

with wild beasts, hew down mighty forests and

rocky mountains,build pyramids and guide the en-

ginery ofwar, did not appreciate the more refined

work of mother, wife, sister, daughter, nor the

gentler influences continually flowing out from

these, softening the asperities and mitigating the

miseries of life.

The tendency of the masculine element is cen-

trifugal, to boundless exploration, to endless change,

base ball or cricket, or do any grand and lofty

tumbling in a gymnasium, but who would reckon

these robes of state as 'the disabilities' of these

professions ?" "But," said another,"grantingwhat

you say on this point,you must admit that mother-

hood is a disability." "Do you call it a disabil.

ity," I replied, "to give life to an immortal being ?"

The "Magnificat" has been chanted for centuries

round the globe. A prominent place is given to

this hymn in the vespers of our Churches, bota

Protestant and Catholic. This song of praise by

the Virgin Mother in thankfulness for the Incar-

nation, and uttered while she was yet the taber-

nacle of the Son of Righteousness, proclaims

motherhood to be woman's chief honor and glory ;

and yet, in direct contradiction to this dogma of

our faith, motherhood is regarded as a"disability,"

and spoken of as such, perchance, by the very lips

that join in the "Magnificat" every Sunday in our

temples of worship.

There would be more propriety in enlarging on

the "limitations" of the male sex, because man

cannot be a mother, than of the sex that possesses

that capacity. Surely, maternity, which calls forth

some of the most tender sentiments of the human

heart and quickens into life all the dormant forces

of woman's being, is an added power anddevelop-

ment, and not a "limitation."

"But it unfits her," says another pertinacious

reasoner, "for much of the world's work." "Yes, " I

replied; "and it also fits her pre-eminently for much

of the world's work. A large share of human

legislation would be better done by her because

of this deep experience. Every special calling has

its special advantages and disadvantages."

The student, the author, and the statesman, have

all their limitations. As their profession does

not develop the muscular system, they are not

fitted to dig for gold and coal in the bowels of the

earth, to dive to the oceandepths for lost treasure,

or to guide balloons above the clouds. Theycan-
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not rig avessel, go to mast-head in a storm, make

asteam engine, or run up and down a fire escape

to save tremblingwomenandchildren in the hour

of danger. They cannot cook their food, mend

their clothes, nor with their own hands make a

comfortable shelter. Behold their "disabilities and

limitations" ! Neither could the cook, the tailor,

the aeronaut, the fireman, the miner, the diver, fill

the position of the student, the author, the states-

man. It is only in very exceptional cases that

these classes interchange employments. Women

have shown themselves capable in emergencies of

doing everything that man has ever done in all

the higher departments of intellectual achievement

in which they have had training, as well as in

those employments where physical strength is

needed. With proper drill and a dress adapted to

the work, there is nothing required of a human

being that woman cannot do. The two things

that Horace Greeley declared impossible for a

womanwere to pilot a ship across the sea and sing

bass in the choir, yet she has in several instances

accomplished both these feats.

In choosing our employments, we must all alike

accept the limitations necessarily involved; but

there is no reason why custom and public senti-

ment should handicap its victims with an indefi-

nite number of artificial disabilities that have no

foundation in nature. It is impossible to estimate

the extent to which civilization has been blocked

in all ages by the repression and persecution of the

feminine element in humanity.

ELIZABETH CADY STANTON.

A MERITED HONOR.

tionists, Mr. Johnson said that he was never con-

scious of having made any sacrifices.

After the speaking, Mr. Johnson received the

warm and affectionate greetings of every one

present. A.

THE RESTRAINING INFLUENCE OF SUPER-

STITION .

Aconvict in the penitentiary at Joliet, Ill. , "a

red-headed, ugly -looking convict named Mike

Flannery," feigned insanity in order to get to the

asylum, and make therefrom his escape. His ap-

parently crazy pranks caused him to be sent to the

hospital. Being a Catholic, he was put in a side

cell with aconvalescent convict of the same faith,

who, it was thought, might quiet him. But he

soon had his companion in a vise-like embrace,

with a knife to his throat. The guard, which was

called to the cell, ordered Flannery to get up; but

he refused, and threatened that, the moment any

one attempted to open the cell door, he would cut

his companion's throat from ear to ear. Mean-

while, Flannery had cunningly got behind his

companion, so that the officers could not shoot

him without shooting both. The persuasive power

of the warden had no effect. But Flannery had

been to confession a few days previously, and the

idea of sending for the priest occurred to the

authorities. "This," says the report, "was done ;

and the priest had the savage on his knees before

him praying like a saint." A medical examina-

tion proved that the convict was entirely sane, and

that his evident object was as stated above.

This is a case such as not only Catholics, but

Protestants are accustomed to cite as proof of the

moral influence of the Catholic clergy over the

ignorant people of their faith. Every such case is

to us evidence of the bad influence of priestly

teachings. If this man had been imbued with a

fear of doing wrong equal to his fear of the priest,

if the labor devoted to improving his character

and guiding his conduct had been equal to that

devoted to indoctrinating him in superstition and

makinghim a credulous devotee, the probability is

that he would never have become a convict.

The Catholic Church attaches more importance

to belief in theological dogmas and in submission

to the priest than to the virtues the practice of

which is indispensable to character and all-impor-

tant in conduct. Flannery is but one of a multi-

tude of criminals, who, although they can deliber-

ately commit any act in the black catalogue of

crimes, and are readyto escape, if possible,by any

kind of deception or brutality, even murder itself,

yet tremble at the sight of a priest, and are afraid

not to submit to his word of command. During a

riot or a revolt in a prison, the priest is of course

efficient in dealing with such men; but it is be-

cause they are, morally and religiously, largely the

creatures of the priest and of demoralizing ecclesias-

ticaldogmas and methods. If the Catholic Church

laid as much stress on morality as it does on faith,

and did as much to make men intelligent, tem-

perate, and just as it does to make them unques-

tioning adherents of Catholicism, there would be

less fear of the priest and less need of such fear.

The veteran abolitionist, Oliver Johnson, was

seventy-five years old at the beginning of theNew

Year. The event was celebrated by a reception in

his honor at the home of Dr. and Mrs. Mann, 969

Lexington Avenue, New York City, on the even-

ing of January 6. Many friends of Mr. Johnson

were present. Others, as Whittier, Beecher, Curtis,

Thomas Stone, Higginson, and many more, sent

letters of congratulation and hearty appreciation

of the great services of Mr. Johnson in the anti-

slaverycause. He was the youngest, and is about

the last, of the Garrisonian band. His work has

been chiefly with his pen. He was the writer of

the abolitionists. But Index readers generally

must be familiar with his career and his literary

work, and there is only need to mention here what

concerns the celebration of his seventy-fifth year.

The company which assembled on the occasion

was composed mainly of Mr. Johnson's personal

friends. It was a houseful. Probably another

houseful could be gathered together in Phila-

delphia and Boston. Aman does not live seventy-

five years of unselfish devotion to a good cause,

even in this gilded age, for nothing. The years

tell. At first, they seem not to; but, at last, honor

and appreciation come in a full flood. Mr. John-

son is reaping the harvest he prepared, that he

sowed when the ground was almost unbroken and

the sowers few and considered the enemies of man-

kind. Mr. J. H. Morse was master of the brief

ceremonies on the evening of the 6th. He first

read portions of eight letters from as many absent

friends. He then introduced Mr. J. W. Chadwick,

of Brooklyn, who made an address to Mr. Johnson.

Following him, Robert Collyer had something to

say. Mr. Johnson replied in a speech full of feel-

ing, an admirable expression of his principles and

experiences, and delivered in aclear, strong voice,

with no sign of age or intellectual decay in it.

"Ihave never," said he,"done so much for the

anti-slavery cause as it hasdone for me." Allud-

ing to the remark of one of the previous speakers

regarding the sacrifices made by the early aboli-

Wedo not say that the Catholic Church is indif-

ferent to morality; but it makes morality secon-

dary, while it gives primary importance to faith.

The natural consequence is that its adherents who

are criminally disposed are restrained from crimi-

nal acts, if at all, chiefly by superstitious fears, not

from high moral considerations; and since in the

teachings and requirements of the Church faith

and reverence for the priest are of first importance,

being indispensable to the forgiveness of anyand

all crimes committed or vices indulged in, we

do not find faith any criterion of moral worth or

reverence for the priest any evidence of reverence

for the laws of the land or the acknowledged prin-

ciples andprecepts of morality.

As a military officer, we had years ago the com-

mand ofmen some of whom would get drunk, lie,

steal, and commit almost every immorality, and

yet refuse to eat meat on Friday. This is proba-

bly trueof the Joliet convict. Superstition, having

by a distortion and suppression of the truth fur-

nished the motives of moral conduct, which should

have a rational basis, has to be called upon in

emergencies to restrain its victims, who know no

higher authority than the word of the priest.

If, in an age of rapid transition, men and com-

munities outgrow this superstition faster than

theycan grow into the new truth, and temporary

moral andsocial disorder results, superficial minds

are ready to ascribe the disorder to the "heresy" or

"infidelity," as the new truth is sure to be called,

not seeing that the moral and social disturbance

is due mainly to the mistake of making the dog-

mas of theology, which are continually changing,

the foundation of morality, which has its true basis

in the enduring relations of men and in the eter-

nal nature of things. Not the new truth, but the

old error, which has led men to believe that moral-

ity is dependent upon beliefs which must neces-

sarily lose their force with increasing intelligence,

is responsible for the moral disorders such as fol-

lowed the teachings of Luther and others during

the Reformation, marked the French Revolution,

and are seen to-day, where the decay of faith is

more rapid than the progress of knowledge and

the assimilation of the scientific and philosophic

thought which is replacing theological teachings.

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

COL. HIGGINSON has commenced a series of

papers on "Women and Men" in Harper's Bazar.

A SUBSCRIPTION has been started in this coun-

try to aid in the erection in Rome of a bronze

statue of the Italian philosopher and martyred free

thinker, Giordano Bruno. European Liberals are

forwarding their contributions. To this movement,

the object of which is tohonor thememoryof one

of the world's great thinkers and brave benefac-

tors, who for his convictions suffered torture and

death by fire, American Liberals cannot be indiffer-

ent. Mr. T. B. Wakeman, 93 Nassau Street, New

York, announces that he will take charge of any

sums sent to him for this statue, see that they are

acknowledged in the liberal papers, and sent with

the names of the donors to the proper committee

inRome, whose receipt will also be published.

THE pretensions and performances of the Salva-

tionists would be amusing only, ifthey did not some-

times lead to serious consequences. The parade

of the Salvation Army at Dover, N.H., frightened

horses, and caused one runaway, which resulted

in injury to several persons. The owner of the

team notified the mayor that he should look to the

city for damages. The mayor immediately or-

dered the city marshal to prevent the Army from

marching on the streets any longer with music

playing. The captain of the Army, on receiving

the order, replied that he took his orders from

Heaven, and would not allow any earthly power

to dictate to him. He telegraphed to Saco for

some of the Army to come up at once to swell

the parade that evening. And the Salvationists

did parade that evening, and beyond the usual

hour, under police protection. The city solicitor

had,during the day, given to the mayor the opin-

ion that the city was not liable for damage done

by the Army to citizens' property.
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APETITION signed by eight hundred Harvard

undergraduates has been sent to the President and

Fellows, Board of Overseers, and Faculty of Har-

vard University, asking that attendance at the

morning prayers be made voluntary for all stu-

dents over twenty-one years of age, and optional

with the parents or guardians of students under

that age. "This petition is based upon the broad

ground that compulsory attendance upon prayers

is a religious test imposed upon citizens as a con-

dition precedent to being permitted to enjoy the

advantages of an essentially public institution

which they are under the practical necessity of

resorting to for themselves or their sons, in order

to obtain suitable instruction and educational aid

inmatters of secular learning; that such compul-

sion is a remnant of ancient encroachments upon

civil liberty, and would not now be tolerated in

connection with any other kind of public institu-

tionwithin a free republic; and that the youth of

the personswhom it immediately affects does not
make it any the less tyrannical and unjust."

MR. E. P. POWELL, in exposure of the popular

superstition-favored, it seems, by Mr. G. B. Steb-

bins-that "hazel, currant, or other twigs serve to

connect psychic and physical phenomena, or, in

plainer English, to help us determine where water-

springs are, " writes thus to the Religio-Philosophical

Journal : "Any person well acquainted with land

(and water) , or anyfarmer or horticulturist, can in-

form Mr. Stebbins that the sections of country are

rare where water cannot be found bydigging in one

spot as well as another. I am certain that by dig-

ginginmyfourteen acres at any pointdesignated,

without divining sticks or with them, to find water

at a depth of about fifteen feet. This is true of

miles square along this range of hills and in the

valley below. The true test for the divining rods

would be to find a spot where water could not be

found. Such spots probably exist. If any one

with this magnetic gift will visit me and point out

such a spot, Iwill have thewell dug at myexpense,

if he be correct, provided he will bear the expense if

Idoget asupply of waterby going down twenty feet.

the exemption of church property from taxation,

the judicial oath, legal disabilities on account of

religious disbelief, theological teaching in our

public schools, laws based upon the idea of the

be abolished.

does not accept as authority. "When," he writes in

an article in the Jacksonville Daily Journal of

Dec. 28, 1884, "Jewish ecelesiastics conspired to

crucify that teacher [Jesus], it was indeed a dark

and doleful day. But the hope that, in accord | peculiar sacredness ofonedayover another-should

with his own specific and most careful provision,

his words would survive him, was a bow of prom-

ise, spanning allthe lands and all the seas. When

Roman ecclesiastics conspired to reduce those

words of light and life to the Dead Sea level of

some sixty-three Hebrew writers, none of whom

ever claimed for himself such pre-eminence, or

(with possibly two or three exceptions) ever com-

prehended either him or his kingdom, or were

fitted either by nature, culture, character, or grace

to comprehend it, then, indeed, darkness began to

close over the earth, and gross darkness over its

peoples, till the 'dark ages' left earth no single

bow of promise in the skies; and never again to

have one till these identical words should be re-

stored to their true place, sovereign and supreme
over all other possible words ."

An intelligent boy sixteen years old, the son of

Leland Stanford, a California millionnaire, died

lately in San Francisco. At the funeral, Grace

Church was crowded. The floral decorations cost

$20,000. Programmes of the requiem exercises,

richly engraved,werehandedbyboys to thosewho

PROF. J. B. TURNER, of Jacksonville, Ill., was

given a reception December 8, on the seventy-

ninth anniversary of his birthday. Among the

letters read from absent friends was one from Dr.

Edward Beecher to Prof. Turner's daughter, in

which he wrote : "Assure your father that I recall

with deep interest the scenes in which we have

acted together, andhis bold and earnest testimony

for all that is good and true, and his labor in the

great cause of social and political welfare. Your

father and Dr. Sturtevant, and Dr. Post and my-

self, still survive of the original teachers of the

College. If I were present, I would gladly speak

on the toast proposed,-'The Old College Campus

and the Faculty of Illinois College in its Infancy' ;

but I must leave it in the regions of imagina-

tion." If we mistake not, Prof. Turner succeeded

Dr. Beecher as President of the Illinois College ;

but he is better known in his State as an able

writer on subjects pertaining to the development

of the country,-agriculture, horticulture, the im-

provement of stock, industrial reform, education,

etc. He is a man profoundly respected for his

strong intellect, moral intrepidity, and public

spirit. The writer has passed many pleasant and

profitable hours with Prof. Turner, and adds his

congratulations to those of his numerous other

friends, with the hope that his useful life may be

prolonged to a hundred years.

PROF. TURNER, who is author of a rather heter-

odox work presenting his views on religion, has

a very high estimate of Jesus as a teacher ; but

church creeds, and the Bible writers generally, he

passed the church two hours before the services

began. Rev. J. P. Newman, of New York, de-

livered the funeral sermon, which cost $10,000, and

which in its lavish praise of the young manwas

in keeping with the general display. "Think of

him," said the reverend gentleman, referring to the

deceased, "think of him as a rapt listener to the

mature conversations of such men as Sir Joseph

Hooker, Sir William Jenner, Baron Rothschild, Dr.

Schliemann, and Gen. di Cesnola, etc., asking or

answering questions. It was the reproduction of

Christ among the doctors at the age of twelve.

Ouryouth should read his biography,which will be

more fascinating than romance and more edifying

than the creations of the imagination. The pub-

lic school scholar and the college student would be

entranced by the epic of his life; and the life of

Leland Stanford, Jr., would become as familiar as

Fénelon's Telemachus or Richmond's Dairyman's

Daughter. His tomb will be a shrine to which our

youth will go on a sacred pilgrimage,and from it

they will gather grasses and flowers as mementoes

of what he was to them ."

JOHN BRIGHT, in reply to a recent invitation to

attend a conference in favor of closing all post-

offices and stopping the delivery of letters on

Sunday, wrote: "To close all our post-offices on

Sundays would, in myview,be,not onlyan intoler-

able inconvenience, but a great evil. To continue

at least one delivery of letters in the day seems to

me needful for the public service,and not unduly

interfering with the labor and service of the letter

carriers. The post-office is our great means, not

only ofcommercial,but of familycommunication ;

and it is with reference to the family that I am

most strongly opposed to your views. There are

scores of thousands of young men andwomen'in

this countrywho are awayfrom their homes and

parents, engaged in cities and towns in the various

occupations by which they live. To these, Sunday

is to a large extent a day of rest. It is a day on

which their thoughts naturally turn to the homes

they have left. It is the day on which the letrer

from the loving but absent father or mother is

most frequently received, and it is the day on

which the absent son or daughter has the greatest

leisure to write to the home circle. Ihave no fear

that you can succeed. If you obtain amomentary

success, it must be followed by failure. The one

round of the postman in the day is not a heavy

burden, not heavier than that borne bygreat num-

bers in almost every class in life. It is a great

public service, an honorable labor; and it must be

compensated for as other services are. There is

not a word in the New Testament leaning to your

views, so far as they are influenced by religious

considerations. The Sabbath was made for man,

and not man for the Sabbath."

THE Christian Statesman, in mentioning the

Convention of the Free Religious Association,

recently held at Florence, Mass., says, "These

people who are so zealous for 'freedom' in religion

will not admit that a nation is free to believe and

obey the teachings of religion." "These people"

admit that the adherents of every religion should

be free to believe it and to obey its teachings, and

that others should be equally free to avow their

disbelief in any or all religions ; that the govern-

ment, without disturbing or favoring any religion,

should protect equally the believers in and the dis-

senters from all in their worship or the advocacy

of their views, requiring from all obedience only to

laws based upon the principles and precepts of

natural morality. "These people" do not believe

that, because the majority of the people of a coun-

try are Catholics, the government has a right to

make Catholicism the established religion ; nor do

they believe that the Christianity of the Christian

Statesman, with its nonsense about Jesus Christ

being the ruler of nations, can,consistently with re-

of this country as the religion of the State. "These

ligious freedom, be recognized by the government

people" believe that all support of theological sys-

tems should bevoluntary, and that everyremaining

vestige of the union of Church and State-such as

For The Index.

THE SHAME OF THE TIMES.

'Tis said, "The world has moved: the other day,

Ingalling chains, the slave his master served,

His spirit, like his body, bound; the sway

Of rulers of the realm, so long preserved

Through blood,held on,-in what a cruel way !

Victims of taunts that had her mate unnerved,

Fared woman! while what multitudes of young ,

Left orphans, starved, the wealthy crowd among!"

But what are these base words we hear to-day,

When evils great as those assert their sway:

From countless lips, the paltry "Will it pay?"

The coward cry of those who talk and pray

In due church-form, yet who, let sin array

Herself before fair Zion's gates, away

With cunning low, and boast, as who should say,

"Behold the evils we cured yesterday !"

WESTERLY, R.L.

EDWIN R. CHAMPLIN.

EVOLUTION .

ForThe Index.

Be thyself ! 'Tis Nature's mandate

Borne abroad on every breeze !

Be thyself ! 'Tis the infinite chorus

Ringing forth brave words like these :

"Soul is all! Oh, dare to trust it!

Work its will and sing its song!

Fearlessly in love obey it,

As thy life-bark floats along!

Nature's purpose is unfoldment,

Law the perfect and entire:

Evolution means but selfhood,

Evolution saith, 'Aspire !" י

WOONSOCKET, R.I., Jan. 8, 1885.
H. H. BROWN.
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BOSTON, JANUARY 15, 1885.

THE INDEX is published everyThursday, atNo. 44Boyl-
ston Street, Boston, by an incorporated Board of Trustees

nominated by the Free Religious Association. Terms :

Threedollars per year, in advance.

THE objects ofTHE INDEX may be defined by the objects

of the Free Religious Association ; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-

lowship inthe spirit, and to encourage the scientific study
of man's religious nature and history" ; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks

these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.

Itwould subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations the Christian no less

thanothers-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipateRe-

ligion from bondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-

tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

may be put more effectually to the service of a higher

Morality and an improved Social Welfare.

J. POTTER,

BENJAMINF. UNDERWOOD, :::::::} Editors.

NOWRITERS in THE INDEX, editorial or other, are to be

regarded as speaking in behalf of the Free Religious Asso-

processes, from the inorganic up to the organic,

and then again up and up to man. "All is ex-

plained only when it is converted into thought,

only when it is converted into ourselves, only

when it is converted into consciousness." We

communicate with the outward world through

the organs of sense ; but the impressions received

by this means are confused and unrelated, and do

not of themselves constitute knowledge, until they

have been referred to the unifying power of

thought, the self-conscious ego, presupposed in

all experience. For instance, what is it that en-

ables me to apply the common name of rose to

this flower, that of heliotrope to another, etc. ?

So far as regards the report of the senses, the rose

I have to-day differs in many respects from the

rose I had yesterday. What is it that enables me

to compare the separate impressions produced

yesterday and to-day, discovering an identity un-

derneath differences which justifies the common

name of rose ? What is it but thought, the think-

ing ego, something not given by sense, which

ciation as awhole; nor is anywriterto be held responsible remains steady amid the flux of impressions,for any opinions expressed in its columns except own.

For all unsigned editorial matter, B. F. UNDERWOOD, the

office editor, is responsible.

ALL communications intended for the paper and all

business letters should be addressed to B. F. UNDERWOOD,

theBusiness Manager,44 Boy ston Street, Boston, towhose

order all checks and drafts for THE INDEX should be

made payable. Letters for Mr. POTTER shouldbe ad-

dressed to him, at New Bedford, Mass.

PAPERS are forwarded until an explicit order is

received by the publishers to discontinue, and until pay-

ment of all arrearages is made. The change of date onthe

address label is a receipt for renewal, and no other receipt

willbe sent unless specially requested.

For The Index.

A STUDY OF HEGEL.

BY MRS . ELLEN M. MITCHELL.

The organic life of reason may be compared to

that of the plant. Matter and mind, the world

without and the world within, are parts of one

harmonious whole, related in their very essence

each to the other. Were there no intelligence in

nature, no law or order in its processes, no reason

corresponding to the reason in man, no relation

between matter and mind, how would it be possi-

ble to bridge the gulf between the two,-to insti-

tute scientific investigation or know anything at

all of an object shut up in rigid self-inclusion ?

Nature is not the antithesis, but the reflection of

mind: this is the explanation of the problem.

"To him who looks upon the world rationally, the

world in its turn presents a rational aspect." But

the mind must not isolate itself independently,

setting up as truth its individual thoughts and

opinions. On the contrary, these must be re-

nounced, in order to attain scientific knowledge.

Participation and renunciation are the laws of

spiritual being,-participation in the life and con-

sciousness which is universal, renunciation of all

that is limiting and particular to the individual.

Man cannot separate his single self from the

selves of other men, his fellow-beings inthe world,

any more than he can live a life distinct from the

universal life of nature. The individual human

being presupposes the family and the state, just

as the leaves presuppose the plant. The universal

is first, not last, the idea of the organism, explain-

ing, but not explained by its particular members.

Isolated from all other human spirits, the individ-

ual man is a pure abstraction, an absolute non-

entity. I must renounce the thoughts and fancies

special to myself as this particular human being,

before I can enter the domain of scientific truth.

I must lose this single, separate self of mine in

the larger self of the family, of the state, of the

race, in order to attain spiritual growth and devel-

opment. The social institutions that surround me,

instead of limiting my freedom, enable me to

transcend all that is narrow and selfish, to identify

myself with other human beings and make their

lifemyown. True, they impose upon me certain

duties and obligations, they require me to re-

nounce my private interest for the general good,

they demand pain and self-denial; but apart from

them, apart from the civil and political organiza-

tion to which Ibelong and of which I am a part,

this self of mine has no reality, the pulse of my

spiritual life ceases to beat.

identifying, relating, and combining them into

objects of knowledge ? The common name of

rose is itself an abstraction, an unreality. There

is no rose which is not a particular rose, no plant

which is not a particular plant, no man who is

not an individual man,-John or James or Henry.

Rose, plant, man, are abstractions without any

correspondent reality capable of manifesting it-

self to the senses. The farther we carry this

process of generalization, the more abstract our

thought becomes. The common name of flower

includes both rose and heliotrope; that of plant,

flower and vegetable; that of organic being, plant

and animal ; and, finally, we reach the ultimate

abstraction, being, without predicates and without

significance, equivalent to nothing. This is the

famous paradox at the beginning of Hegel's

logic. The two conceptions, Being and Nothing,

absolutely identical and absolutely opposed, disap-

pear the one in the other, constituting the Becom-

ing. To illustrate what is meant, take the verb

corresponding to Being, remembering that neither

verb nor noun is synonymous with Exist and

Existence. Whatdo we say, when we say simply

is? Might we not as well say is not? The rose

is. Is what,-existing or non-existing, fragrant or

odorless, white or red? Until I say what the rose

is, I say nothing. More than this, in order to

have a clear conception of the rose as a living

organism, I must know both what it is and what

it is not. Its notion includes negation as well

as affirmation. At every stage of its growth, the

plant not only is this, that, or the other, but is

constantly developing new phases and appear-

ances, putting forth fresh leaves and blossoms

or shedding the old ones, changing, passing away

from life to death, from deathto life, from affir-

mation to negation, from negation to affirmation.

The seed must lose its individual life in the life

of the plant. Leaves must wither and blossoms

fade, to sustain the growth of the organism, whose

idea can never be reached by abstraction and

generalization, by separating the particular parts,

disregarding their differences, and observing what
they have in common. Abstract the differences

of the individual members, and you abstract the

life of the organism, which can only realize itself

through their diversity and harmony. Thought

must rise to a deeper universality than that of

abstract generalization, in order to comprehend

the idealunity of the plant, which is acontinuous

process of affirmation and negation, annulling the

previous stage of its history,-as, for instance, the

seed, in order to absorb and reaffirm it inleaf and

blossom and fruit, and again in seed.

With a full knowledge of my inability to treat

the subject adequately, I hope to give in the fol-

lowing paper some faint reflection of Hegel's

significance in the world of thought. But why

study philosophy, I hear some one ask, when the

world of to-day is full of practical problems wait-

ing for solution ? Why seek to penetrate that

realm of mystery which transcends the finite,

which it is impossible for the eye to see, for the

ear to hear, for the imagination to conceive ?

Why, except that man is forced to think as well

as live and enjoy, that there comes a time when

he inquires why he and the world are here, whence

they come, whither they go ? He demands ex-

planation; and the sciences come to his aid,-

astronomy answering his questions regarding the

stars, chemistry and physics solving other prob-

lems, and so on,-yet all alike pausing on the

threshold of what is called the Unknowable, the

why, the whence, the whither. Is it impossible,

then, for human thought to transcend the objects

which exist in space and time ? Are we to re-

nounce the study of speculative philosophy, re-

nounce all those inquiries which have occupied

the attention of great thinkers in all ages, disre-

garding their fundamental agreement in essentials,

which of itself is one of the strongest proofs that

theyhave read aright the "secret of the universe" ?

"Whatever is real is rational," says Dr. Caird,

"andwith all that is rational philosophy claims to

deal. " What is scientific progress except the dis-

covery of rational laws in the world of matter ?

What is it but a seeking of intelligence in nature,

towhich the intelligence in man responds? Rea-

son is the eternal centre and root of things,

reason, thought, or self-consciousness, to use

Hegel's explanation. Apply this key to nature,

and you behold an evolution in its forms and

1

Renunciation and participation are the princi-

ples embodied in human institutions, realized more

and more as individual members are penetrated

more and more with their divine significance.

For it is not enough that I give up my private

wishes to benefit others, that I fulfil my social

and political obligations, unless I do so freely,

spontaneously, converting the external restraint

into an inward inclination. This is the supreme

spiritual law, the law of love, the self-sacrifice or

negation which is the highest spiritual affirmation.

It is the soul of Hegel's system, vivifying the

abstract reasoning of the Logic; explaining the

phenomena of nature and its progressive ascent

from the lifeless dust of the field through mineral,

plant, and animal to man; finding the truth of

matter in mind, conscious reason capable of ab-

stracting itself from anything else, of separating

the outward objective world from the inner sub-

jective self, of absorbing in its development all

that seems to limit its activity, and of winning at

last true freedom by the spiritual abnegation of

selfish desires andvolitions, by absolute surrender
to that Universal Reason or Self-consciousness,

which is not mine nor yours, but in which all

alike have their being. Hegel proves that thought,

self-consciousness, is the highest principle in the



344 THE INDEX JANUARY 15 1885

world; that it cannot be evolved from material

forces, since it is itself their presupposition, tacitly

assumed at the outset of scientific investigation.

You cannot eliminate the thinking self from your

experience and observation of nature or make it

a function of matter without making it a function

of itself, because matter, force, etc., are abstrac-

tions which have no independent existence out-

side of mind. " Intelligence and will triumph in

the struggle for existence," saidDr. Harris, in one

ofhis Concord lectures,"and prove themselves the

goal toward which all creation moves."

Nature, according to Hegel, passes through the

different stages of the mineral, the vegetable, and

the animal world, before the spirit within it

reaches complete self-emancipation. The stone,

ormineral, is entirelydependent on external con-

ditions, and shows the first trace of subjectivity,

or spirit, in the attraction of gravity, an ideal

point of unity. The plant possesses a higher de-

gree of freedom and individuality: it canreact on

its environment, absorbing a portion of it in the

process of nutrition, converting it into vegetable

cells through its own self-activity. This is the

beginning of life and of spirit in its higher man-

ifestations, compelling the mind to pass from the

conception of mechanical force to that of self-

causation, self-development ; revealing a unity

which maintains itself amid continual differences,

-the unity of the species, not of the individual.

From seed to leaf and flower and fruit and again

to seed, this is the process of vegetable life, un-

explainable by any theory of physical causation,

since here is acause which lives in its effects, and

effects which exist to perpetuate the cause. The

animal reaches a higher stage of self-activity than

the plant. It hasfeeling, and is capable of locomo-

tion. It cannot only react on its environment in

the process of nutrition,but can reproduce in feel-

ing, or sense-perception, the impression made by

that environment upon its soul. But the animal

is not the highest term in the series of nature:

to feeling and locomotion is added reason, which

constitutes the peculiarity of the human soul.

The spirit that works through nature first attains

true freedom, conscious individuality in man.

This is a result which it is impossible for mate-

rialistic theories to explain, a transition even more

wonderful than that from the inorganic to the

organicworld. " If thought can in any sense be

said to be evolved from organization," says Dr.

Caird, "it can only be because the animal organiza-

tion contains in it implicitly something more than

animal, higher than organic relations, namely,

the germ of that perfect return upon itself, which

mind in its self-consciousness for the first time

explicitly reveals; and so, if you insist on seeing

in matter the cause ofmind, it isbecause you have

already conceived of matter as more than matter,

as containing in it virtually all that mind is.
"But a materialism which starts from a matter

which is virtually mental or spiritual ceases to be

materialism in anything but the name. What it

really means is, not that matter, conceived of as

something independent, is the cause of mind,but

that mind in the germ is that from which mind

springs, that intelligence has its origin in that

which is implicitly intelligent. But this is a view

of the worldwhich spiritualizes matterratherthan

materializes mind; for in the whole realm of

being, down to the lowest existence in outward

nature, it leaves nothing absolutely foreign and

heterogeneous to thought, nothing which, either

actually or virtually, thought cannot claim as its

own." The awakening of the consciousness of

self is the emancipation of mind from nature,

but mind itself must pass through a process of

development before it reaches what Hegel calls

universal or rational self-consciousness. Theoreti-

cal mind, or intelligence, the spirit that knows,

must pass into practical mind, or will, the spirit

that acts. Thought and will are really one :

thought is potentially will, will is thought in act.

But the will at first as it rises out of nature is

little more than an instinct : that which it wills is

the satisfaction of animal appetites and desires.

Evenhere, reason asserts itself. Thoughmanmay

pass, like the animal, from one sensuous gratifica-

tion to another,he soon compares them mentally,

and chooses those which produce most enjoyment.

Reflection begins ; and reflection, once begun, can

only end in reason. But it is the distinctive char-

acteristic of reason to claim a satisfaction antago-

nistic to that demanded by the appetites and

desires of our lower nature. Hence, the inner

warfare between what Hegel calls the universal

reason and these particular tendencies of the an-

imal nature, both locked up in the humanbeing.

This self of mine is the self that yields to passion

and condemns passion, that yields to the lower

impulses andcondemns the lower impulses. The

spontaneous appetites and desires of nature are

without moral significance. But the spontaneity

dies the moment it is made an object of thought,

and innocent gratification becomes conscious self-

indulgence at the bar of reason. "To have a

habit is one thing," says Dr. Stirling, "but to know

Ihave ahabit is quite another thing." The natu-

ral tendencies lose their moral neutrality when

related to a self that consciously wills their satis-

faction or denial.

Man, like the other animals, receives from nat-

ure a variety of desires; but he is able to control

andtransform them into a rational system, object-

ify them inlaw, morals, and the state.

This is one of Hegel's distinctions between

abstract subjectivity and objectivity. That which

is merely mine in my thinking and doing is sub-

jective,-is transient and particular, belonging to

me as a perishable natural being. That in which

all can share, which all can appropriate, is object-

ive, is permanent and universal,belonging to me

as a spiritual being. What is mine subjectively

sunders me from my fellow-men, sets me apart as

adistinct individual, a nonentity. What is mine

objectively unites me to my fellow-men, elevates

me to the consciousness of freedom and personality.

"Hegel ascends to a stand-point," says Dr. Harris,

"wherein are united the two antitheses which lead,

respectively, the ancient and the modern worlds

of thought,-the antithesis of subjective vs. object-

ive, and the other antithesis of the universal vs.

particular. The constitution of the mind is in

realityboth subjective and objective."

Man is free, according to Hegel,not becausehe

can dowhat he likes, but because he must obey

the higher principle of his nature, the universal

self-consciousness in which his own is rooted.

upon abstract right was a horror to Hegel, though

he recognized its historical justification with the

Romans, to whomwe owe the developmentof the

abstract freedom of personality, which constitutes

the basis of positive law. Abstract right is simply

directed to the free will as free will, the abstract

person. It includes the idea of property : I have

the right to convert this physical object, this acre

of ground, into an embodiment of free will, and

make it mine. But my right is limited by the

rights of others, which I am compelled to respect :

our separate wills must be merged into one, and

here enters the possibility of conflict between the

individual and the universal will. Hence, crimes

and trespasses and punishment. "ACrusoe upon a

lonely island can live very morally," says Dr. Karl

Rosenkranz, inhis exposition of Hegel's doctrine;

"but right exists forhim onlypotentially, andcan-

not develop itself actively unless one other person

live with him, because only with this other would

a recognition of his willing and acting become

possible. He might indeed be immoral toward

himself, intemperate, unchaste, etc.; but a crime

or trespass he could not commit."

The stand-point of abstract right is different

from that of morality. Obey the law, says one,

whether you agree with it or not, whatever may

be your motive: obey the law, says the other,

because in obeying it you are obeying the con-

science within you, your own highest self. Ob-

servance of law may be simply external. It is

possible for me to fulfil every legal enactment,

and yet be guilty of immorality. Nevertheless,

right and moralityare essentially one; andwe see

their interdependence clearly in the relation of

crime and its consequences. To punish the crimi-

nal is to endow him with free will and conse-

quent moral responsibility. We do not impute

blame to or punish the elements for earthquakes,

tornadoes, and similar disasters : we recognize the

physical necessity by which they are bound, the

laws of nature which they are forced to obey.

Theyhad nothing to do with making theselaws:

they are true slaves of matter. Man, too, is a creat-

ure of nature, subject to her laws, and so far finite

and perishable ; butman is likewise spirit. He can

convert material forces into instruments of his own

intelligence, and can rise into a realm of freedom,

realizing objectively in legal ordinances and social

institutions the deepest principle of his own inner

being,-reason, thought. This is true freedom,

rational self-consciousness. The history of the

world is the development of this idea. To the

Roman conception of abstract right, Christianity

added that of subjective morality, chastening the

heart and guiding the soul to obedience through

inner righteousness and the law of love. If space

permitted, Iwould like to show how Hegel devel-

ops his doctrine in the Philosophy ofHistory, find-

ing inman as in nature a progressive revelation of

the divine spirit, from the first rude sense-percep-

tion of the savage to the enlightened insight of

being is free and immortal, with the power of

self-determination, the power to annul all that is

finite and to realize the infinite within him, im-

perfectly, it is true, as regards temporal existence,

but victoriously as regards the life which is eter-

nal. The subject has been treated in a series of

lectures, unpublished, I believe,-by Dr. Will-

iam T. Harris, of Concord, towhom I with many

others am largely indebted for any knowledge I

possess of Hegelian philosophy.

"The perpetually recurring misapprehension of

freedom," he says, ' consists in regarding that term

only in its formal, subjective sense, abstracted | the Christian thinker, proving that the human

from its essential objects and aims. Thus, a con-

straint placedupon impulse,desire,passion,-per-
taining to the particular individual as such,-a

limitation of caprice and self-will, is regarded as

a fettering of freedom. We should, on the con-

trary, look upon such limitation as the indispen-

sable proviso of emancipation. Society and the

state are the only conditions inwhich freedom is

realized." The state is the absolute might in all

judicial and ethical relations, the peculiar work of

freedom of mind wherein it deals with its own

creations. Above it are placed the spheres of art,

philosophy, and religion, which in their essence

must be left free, though capable of external cult-

ure and encouragement. A state founded merely

It is strange that Hegel's attitude toward Chris-

tianity should ever be mistaken, after his em-

phatic utterances in the Philosophy of History, of

Art, and of Religion. He makes Christianity the

principle of modern history, and shows how the
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Oriental and the classic forms of civilization pre-

pared the way for its appearance. Rome is the

iron fate that compels abstract personality to

display its nothingness, and reveals to man the

discord within his own inner nature. This ab-

stract ego, this self of mine, fixed in its private

right, is a contradiction, and must suffer the

misery of separation from that universal divine

self, in union with which it alone possesses true

being. Existence for self simply is separation

from God. If I hold to my abstract freedom, I

adopt the stand-point of evil. Sin is the discern-

ing of good and evil as separation,-separation

of the finite from the infinite self. The recogni-

tion of the separation brings with it the power to

heal the hurt. Infinite loss becomes infinite gain.

The words, "to lose the whole world and gain

one's own soul," acquire fresh significance. "The

distinction between religion and the world," says

Hegel, "is this : that religion is reason in the soul

and heart, a temple in which truth and freedom

in God are presented to the conceptive faculty.

The state, on the other hand, regulated by the

selfsame reason, is a temple of human freedom

concerned with the perception and volition of a

reality, whose purport may itself be called divine.

This freedom for the state is preserved and es-

tablished by religion, since moralrectitude is only

the carrying out of that which constitutes the

fundamental principle of religion. The process

displayed in history is only the manifestation of

religion as human reason,-the production of the

religious principle which dwells in the heart of

man under the form of secular freedom. Thus,

the discord between the inner life of the heart and

the actual world is removed." Modern civiliza-

tion, pervaded by the principle of Christianity,

differs essentially from that of the Oriental, Greek,

and Roman world. Its development is simply

astruggle to realize greater freedom and inde-

pendence for the individual through the mediation

of institutions ; to elevate all men into a spiritual

equality, based not on mere natural distinctions,

but on theirparticipation in the common heritage

ofhumanity. Art, like history, is treated by Hegel

as a manifestation of divine reason, presented to

man through his senses as the beautiful. After

realizing in Greek sculpture perfect harmony be-

tweenspirit and matter, "the unalterable serenity | neighbor with ourselves. To what end do we exist ?

is a negative that could only present itself to a

mind containing implicitly apositive, the concep-

tion of something real and permanent underlying

these changing appearances. God is identified at

first with the life of nature; but, as religious

consciousness advances, an attempt is made to

transcend this idea, expressed by the Brahmanic

thinker in words like these : "A wise man must

annihilate all objects of sense, and contemplate

continually only the one existence which is like

space. Brahma is without dimensions, quality,

character, or distinction." Indian thought de-

clares that God is the substance of all things :

"I am the light in the sun and moon; I am the

brilliancy in flame, the radiance in all shining

things, the light in all lights, the sound in air,

the fragrance in earth, the eternal seed of all

things that exist, the life in all; I am the good-

ness of the good; I am the beginning, middle,

end, the eternal in time, the birth and death of

all." But Indian thought affirms also that this

world is an empty illusion, an unreality : "There

is but OneBeing, no second. "

of the immortal gods," it aspires in Christian art

toward a higher ideal, which it is unable to ex-

press sensuously. Christianity emphasizes the in-

finite importance of the individual soul, and is a

deepening of its internal life. Christian art is

therefore a reaction against all that is material

and external.

Art is a manifestation of the divine addressed

to the senses: religion is arevelation of the divine

addressed to the heart. In the very essence of

man's nature as a spiritual being there is that

which forces him to rise above the finite and

transitory, to seek the infinite and unchanging,

and to express and realize the latent conscious-

ness of an absolute Being and Life underlying his

own temporal existence. This is the true key to

the outward history of religion : man's religious

experience is an endeavor to renounce all finite

ends, and make himself one with the Infinite

Spirit which his own presupposes. "It is not what

the world is, but what it is not," says Dr. Caird,

"that first stimulates the mind to feel after a

reality above and beyond it." "Our life is but

avapor, that appeareth for a little and then van-

ishes away." These words express a feeling old

as the history of man,-a feeling that compels the

mind to seek some abiding rock on which to plant

itself amid the changing current. This sense of

the transitoriness, the nothingness of the finite,

Christianity, like Brahmanism, sees God in all

things, but not in all alike : it is able to distin-

guish the false from the true, the apparent from

the real. The Christian God is not an abstract

Infinite like Brahma, but an Infinite reflected in

finite existences, an Infinite revealing to man his

own possibilities as a spiritual being. In Chris-

tianity, we reach the culminating point of Hegel's

system of thought,-Absolute Personality, a Self-

conscious and Self-revealing God, who manifests

the treasures of his wisdom and goodness in the

world of nature, and, creating man in his own

image, offers him emancipation from the finite

and its contradictions through the mediation of

love and self-sacrifice.

For The Index .

AN IMAGINARY CONVERSATION

Between George Sand and Frederic Chopin.

George Sand. There is an existing culte, more

powerful and all-pervading than any other because

it exists in the nature of man, of which I wonder that

more is not thought and spoken: this is the worship

of and desire for happiness in and of itself,-a holy

happiness, if you will, springing from noblest im-

pulses and purest desires and an equal love for our

Does not history seem to show us that we live and

struggle and hope, that centuries hence may be born

a race of men more richly endowed, more brave,

more happy? It is difficult to draw the line between

so-called animate and inanimate life . Take the flower

world, for instance: it yields us intense delight,

it shows us most beautifully the divine in nature, and

might teach us that asceticism finds no prototype

there. Peace has often been regarded as an attribute

of the soul, entirely independent of the well-being of

the body; but, from measuring experiences, we know

it to be a delightful sensation, only attainable when

the whole being is in harmony, when health is in all

the members, and the mind is refreshed and invig-

orated by memories of noble deeds . A condition of

happiness for the greatest number seems to require

for its fulfilment, on the part of each one, faith,

trust, hope, self-abnegation; in fact, every virtue

which is the outgrowth of improving conditions for

humanity. Whenever we admit to ourselves belief

in or love for those who help us or for nature or for

the arts, we are strengthened in the degree with

which we allow the feeling of admiration to dwell

with us,-not checking the rising emotion, but allow-

ing it to increase until we turn as naturally to an

object of beauty as a flower to the sun.

Our help in this pursuit is that quality of instinct,

ignored by so many,which is ignorantly placed below

reason, when we forget that it is reason, and that it

would lead us toward that which is right and con-

genial and away from that which is wrong, would we

but listen to its promptings. It may be conscience,

that high faculty undermined at times by supersti-

tion, which banishes instinct. At all events, it is too

often banished; and conscience, as a baneful adviser,

is admitted in its stead. In your music, you find the

solace of unlimited expressions of your convictions,

of your inmost thoughts, your loves and grievances,

which I, of all your friends assembled around the

piano this evening, feel that in some mysterious way

I have divined. I feel, indeed, almost as if I had

committed a theft; for I have learned some things

which I feel sure you would hardly have wished to

coufide in me. I have learned that, although you

received us here this evening with your usual hospi-

tality and brightness, there is lurking beneath an un-

rest which you would gladly banish, and which has

found vent only in those weird passages of the

mazourkayoujust now played us; and even there the

melancholy was veiled in joyful sounds. Shall I tell

you the feeling I detected ? Yes? It was a longing

for home. AmInot right ?

Chopin. You are quite right, indeed. Yet it was

more that, in your freedom from the trammels that

fetter most women in your talk with me earlier this

evening,you reminded me of myearly home and of

mymother and of my poor, afflicted country. Of my

home, you reminded me in this way, that you gave

ahome-like feeling to the little company gathered

here; of my mother, you made me feel that many of

her ills would have vanished, could she have thought

as you do; and of my country, because a very little

suggestioncan set in motion memories and longings

for what I wish for that dear land. But, truly, I am

not wishing to be away. Now, my home is here; and

I am quite content. It is at times only that I seem

to be adrift, when a great despondency comes over

me, my friends seem far away, and the memory of

some of those pure days in Poland comes back to

contrast with the present and make me ill at ease.

Sometimes, too, Ifeel that, if my early education had

been different, I would be freer now.

George Sand.-I believe I can understand your con-

flicts , your struggles with grief, "that terrible reality

which art must strive to reconcile with heaven"; and

it is with sorrow I see that one source from which

you strive to draw consolation yields a fruitless har-

vest. Although it may often appear otherwise, our

inner lives must, of necessity, be consecutive. Cer-

tain acts that seem to stand out by themselves , as-

tonishing us by their apparent irrelevancy, have

their roots in some such trivial circumstances as to

be passed at the time unnoticed. These trifling acts,

which may lead in time to more telling events, may

be prompted by motives called forth by customs

which are prevalent in our country, and against

which, did we allow our reasons full play, we would

struggle with all the force of our natures. But

this point, of so little moment as to ask for no

decision, passes by us in consequence of our de-

fective vision. This custom, to whose power we have

submitted ourselves, leads us to a crisis where reason

rebels, although powerless, without the most per-

sistent study, to discover where was hidden the seed

productive of such mighty results. It is so natural to

follow the line of the least resistance. But, when

I find that I am travelling carelessly over the beaten

track where it is considered highly estimable to se ,

and to be seen, when I seat myself by the way to

reflect why the throng are hurrying by me and find

that the goal they wish to reach is unworthy, then,

with new impulse, I rush into the nearest by-path ,

attracted by the fragrance of the rich, strong wild

flowers, finding a thousand charms and novelties

where the high-road yielded only one. What is

more, I find, in a close contact with nature, a

strength that a communion with men cannot give me .

Often, it would have been wiser to have acquainted

myself with the laws governing society in other

countries: in this way, I might have avoided certain

errors into which, struggling by myself, I was led, as

well as by my contempt for unworthy limitations.

Whenever such adisappointment comes to me as to

be forced to believe in human weakness, I seek new

strength and hope from the lesson taught by nature.

Chopin. One secret of life, it seems to me, is that

those who would cannot and those who can would

not, with the few remarkable exceptions of beings we

would wish to make our friends. But Heine and

Nourrit are coming toward us, and we must defer this

talk until a future time.
C. A. OLCOTT.

ONLY in a world of sincere men is unity possible,

and there, in the long run, it is as good as certain.

Carlyle.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

" THE RELIGIOUS SIDE OF SPENCER'S

PHILOSOPHY."

Editors of The Index:-

When the gentle Buddha Gautama walked the

earth, so say the ancient books, he taught the peo-

plehow vain it was to pray, and that

""Twere better far to ease one beast of pain

Than sit in caves with priests who pray."

Andhis life was devoted to showing how little good

comes fromprayer and sacrifice, as commonly under-

stood, and of how little service it was to cry to the

gods; for, said he,"Perchance the gods have need of

help themselves, being so feeble that when sad lips

cry they cannot save." Yet this great and good

teacher had scarcely left this earth before his follow-

ershad erected altars to him and were bringing sweet

floral offerings to his temples. Then soon the prayer-

less Buddhism became transformed, and scarce exists

on the earth to-day in the form instituted by the

master.

Judging from the article by your esteemed corre-

spondent, Mr. Henry W. Holland, in last week's

Index, the same thing will happen to Herbert Spen-

cer; for already, even before he has departed this

life, he is called an "idealist." Surely, that is "the

'most unkindest cut of all. " We are used to hear

him called an " atheist," "a materialist," "a destroyer

of religion," etc.; but to call him an "idealist," and

to assert that "the last few months have done not

a little to exhibit Mr. Spencer's philosophy in a new

light" and that his"views approach much nearer to

positive Christianity than to their [Spencer's follow-

ers] own negative philosophy" is surely very start-

ling!

Mr. Spencer has been accused of saying many

strange things during the last few months ; yet, as he

is neither dead nor sleeping, he has been able to de-

fend himself, nor is any man living so well able to

do it. Though, as he himself says, "It is a weari-

someand profitless business,this of continually going

back on the record, now to show that the ideas as-

cribed to me are not the ideas I expressed, and now

to show that the statements my opponent defends

are not the statements he originally made." Popular

Science Monthly, January, 1885, p. 322.

Still, Mr. Spencer is anxious that he shall be clear

from these accusations of idealism anddickerings with

Christianity; and it seems strange that scholarly men

shouldbe found to make such baseless charges.

Mr. Spencer teaches, as clearly as words can teach,

that the simplest phenomena, in their ultimate es-

sence, are unknowable. Though, perchance, only the

student fully realizes the limits of his own knowl-

edge in this direction, and the man who knows least

is under the impression that he knows most; but to

such men as Mr. H. W. Holland there comes a loyal

recognition of the limits of our knowledge, for I per-

ceive thathe is a student, therefore he knows that we

know but little. Now, Mr. Spencer has dwelt on this

fully, and has gone out boldly to explore the depths

of the unknown area that is forever widening with

the student's increasing knowledge, and, seeing how

futile is the attempt to deal with ultimates, has wisely

confined himself to the facts of science; for these

ultimates he has demonstrated to be unknowable by

the very form of our intelligence. (First Principles ,

Chap. iv . , Part 1.) And he has dealt with them

boldly and fearlessly; but, as we must speak of the

ultimate in the terms of speech we have and must

think of it in the terms of thought we have, we are

compelled to use terms that have become associated

with crude ideas and hideous superstitions; but, for

this, Mr. Spencer is not responsible, and he takes

more pains than any teacher we ever had to make

clear his views concerning those "infinite and eter-

nal" mysteries. He says : "We are obliged to be con-

scious of a reality behind appearance, and yet can

neither bring this consciousness of reality into any

shape, nor can bring into any shape its connection

withappearance. The forms of our thought, moulded

on experiences of phenomena, as well as the connota-

tions of our words formed to express the relations of

phenomena, involve us in contradictions when we

try to think of that which is beyond phenomena ;

and yet the existence of that which is beyond phe-

nomena is a necessary datum alike of our thoughts

and our words. We have no choice but to accept

a formless consciousness of the inscrutable." Poри-

lar Science Monthly, January, 1885, p. 319.

It would seem as though the English language

were incapable of expressing scholarly views clearly

enough forall to understand; for, if any manhas taken

pains to make his position clear, as regards religion

andmaterialism, that man is Herbert Spencer. Nev-

ertheless, every day some one rises to accuse him of

saying what he never said or of meaning what he

never meant; and the words of the critic are read

where Spencer is never seen. And so the idle Athe-

nians condemn Spencer for what his captious crítics

havemadehim say, and accept the interpretations of

John Fiske and others less able for the utterances

of theman himself; and so, instead of reading Spen-

cer, we read about Spencer. And, when men like Fred-

ericHarrison attack Spencer, they seem to be sound

and logical; but when the"old man eloquent" opens

out on them, as he best knows how, then do we see

the truth like a flash of lightning gleam athwart the

creed-cursed atmosphere, and we realize that Spen-

cer is the very opposite of an idealist, as his last

article in the Popular Science Monthly for January,

1885, should convince every fair-minded man. For

Frederic Harrison has formulated the doctrine enun-

ciated by Mr. Holland, and has blankly charged Mr.

Spencer with being the founder of the religion of evo-

lution. But Mr. Spencer's reply should forever set

at rest all such groundless charges. And I can only

ask your correspondent to point out any passages in

all Spencer's works that point to a "spiritualistic in-

terpretation of the universe" or to any conception of

the cosmos that would bring him into harmony with

the churches or creeds of the day? Let me quote Mr.

Spencer's closing words to Frederic Harrison, in the

current number of the Popular Science Monthly : " In-

stead of assaults on those propositions to which alone

Iam committed, there have been assaults on various

propositions gratuitously attached to them; and then

the incongruities evolved have been represented as

incongruities for which I am responsible.
"I end by pointing out, as I have pointed out be-

fore, that, while the things I have said have not been

disproved, the things which have been disproved are

things Ihave not said."

PETER ANNET.

LEGISLATION AND PRAYER.

Editors of The Index :-

The paragraph you copy from the Springfield Re-

publican hardly does justice to my proposal to abolish

the office of chaplain, and substitute for his hired and

perfunctory performances the voluntary prayers of

praying legislators themselves, of course without cost

to the State. The abolition of chaplaincies, as a meas-

ure standing by itself, seems utterly impossible at

present, partly, if not mainly, because it is supposed

to imply a surrender to the demands of infidelity and

to cast opprobrium upon prayer of every sort and

kind . My proposition is that those members of our

legislatures who sincerely believe in prayer should

agree to do their own praying instead of putting it

out as ajob to be done by a hired official, and paid for

out of the public treasury. It strikes me that this

would be a reasonable arrangement, infringing no

one's conscience and casting no reproach upon relig-

ion. It would compromise no principle that I can see

to allow such members of a legislative body as sin-

cerely believe in the efficacy of prayer an opportunity

tomeet in the legislative hall for devotional purposes

for half an hour before the daily session. Those

members who did not wish to take part in such an

exercise would of course be free to absent themselves,

and I cannot imagine that they would fear anyharm

to themselves or the State on this account. There

would be no responsible recognition of religion in any

form on the part of the State, but only a friendly and

wholly uninjurious concession to men of strong relig-

ious conviction, or prejudice, if you will. I have no

disposition to scoff at such men or their devotions .

As a general rule, I believe they are profoundly

sincere, and therefore worthy of respect; and, this

being so, I think the spectacle of a legislative prayer-

meeting under the conditions supposed would be mor-

ally healthful. Hypocrites might indeed sometimes

seek a covert for knavery in such meetings, but that

is no argument against them. How is it possible

for any association to prevent the approach of the

hypocrite ?
Formy own part, familiar as I am with the current

arguments against prayer, I am far from being con.

vinced that the exercise is not as wholesome as it is

natural. If I were a member of a legislative body,

I would vote every time to abolish the office of

chaplain; but Ishould love to attend such a prayer.

meeting as that which I have proposed.

Yours respectfully,

OLIVER JOHNSON.

AN APPEAL FOR TRUTH.

Editors of The Index:-

Will you please inform a subscriber concerning the

operations of the prohibitory laws inMassachusetts,

Maine, and other States, where these laws have been

tried to any great extent? I have heard so many

contradictory statements about the effect and influ-

ence of these laws that I want to know the whole

truth, and nothing but the truth, about them. We

are likely to have during the year 1885 great contests

over the whiskey question in the State ofGeorgia.

Two-thirds of the counties of the State prohibit the

sale of liquors in their borders. This whiskey ques-

tion is one that must be decided by experiment, and

the object of this short card is to find out the truth

of this matter in those States where prohibition has

obtained. If any reader of The Index can send me

anyfacts concerning this subject, I will be so thank-

ful for the information. Does prohibition prohibit ?

Has it done so in Maine, in portions of Massachusetts

where prohibition laws operate, in Kansas, in Iowa ?

Do these laws diminish crime in those States where

the experimenthas been made ? Will The Index refer

me to any book or any pamphlet or any true sta-

tistics (or will any reader of The Index who sees this

carddo the same) where I canget the information I

desire ? Any paper that will assist me in this inquiry,

by copying this card, willhave my sincere gratitude.

Mywhole object in trying to arrive at these facts

is philanthropic. I want to do the world all the good

I can, while I live in it. I want to know exactly

which side of this prohibition question has the actual

facts to support it, and also what those facts are. I

know all the speculations and the theories. I want

the great unanswerable facts,-the "legal tenders." I

wantthem from Massachusetts, Maine, Kansas, Iowa,

and every State in which the experiment of prohibi-

tion has been made, so that they may be as body-

guards for the truth, which I shall sustain when I

arrive at it . Ihope and trust that these few lines, as

appeals for truth, will notbe in vain.

Earnestly yours,

ROME, GA. , Dec. 24, 1884.

W. T. CHENEY.

UNIFORMED PIETY.

Editors of The Index:-

It would be more consistent for modern monastics

to assume vows of perpetual modesty, in conjunction

with those of"celibacy," "poverty," and"obedience''

"to church orders" ; for one of the chief character-

istics of such individuals is this desire or willingness

to be marked among their fellow-men by some dis-

tinctive dress or badge, which calls attention to their

alleged holiness andgreat charity.

All this is not in accord with their own avowed

standard in their religions, surely. The reasonwhy

such distinctive marks are undesirable (looking at it

in a wholly sentimental way) is that more or less

complete protection from assault or insult is thereby

afforded the wearers; and if they, as followers of the

Christ written of inthe modern Bible, seek such im-

munity from worldly suffering, they are not to be

praised or imitated, since they should be ready to

suffer everything bad for the sake of a possible be-

stowal of good on other human beings, needing it at

their hands unreservedly.

There seems to be something Pharisee like in this

setting one's self apart as better or kinder than others

publicly, and this, too, not at all to decry what of

real good such individuals have done; but why can-

not they be just as full of good works, dressed as and

acting like the every-day people in the lands theymay

be living in ?
This is the mystery attaching to all the salvation

armies, priesthoods, brotherhoods, and sisterhoods ,

etc., in all sects and races, which, to an outsider like

the writer, seems so very needless and suggestive of

hypocrisy.

BOSTON, Jan. 5, 1885.

JOHN DIXWE
LL

.
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alogical and chronological chapters, this work ofRev.

Mr. Hopps will be found quite a convenience. In

the preface, he remarks: "For a long time, Ihave felt

the need of some book that would give, in a short-

ened form, the actual contents of the Bible,-not

edifying extracts merely, but closely connected se-

lections that would fully set forth the letter and the

spirit of each separate book. I did not want a book

of explanations or moral lessons or inferences or

criticisms or the story of the Bible told insome mod-

ern person's words. I wanted the Bible itself, in an

abbreviated form, but with a few necessary words of

explanation, from stage to stage.... This book is the

result; and, if other parents and teachers feel as I

have felt and wantwhat I have wanted, I may hope

that it may be useful to others, as I believe it will be

to me." In a second volume, the New Testament is

tobegivenin the same abridged form.

WITHIN THE SHADOW. By Dorothy Holroyd. Bos-

ton: D. Lothrop & Co. 1884. Price $1.25.

SOME weeks ago, in response to a request of the

Secretary of the National Liberal League that we

would notice the new programme of that organiza-

tion as announced in a printed circular which was

sent to us, we indicated the inconsistency of calling

upon all, Christians as well as non-Christians, for

support, with the statement that State secularization

was the sole aim and object, and at the same time

making the League an antichristian and secularistic

organization. The leading League papers, without

giving their readers the least idea of our criticism,

have referred to it as though it were unreasonableand

captious. But now some ofthose whohave been until

very recently prominently identified with the League

are pointing out the same inconsistency to which we

called attention. The following is copied from Luci-

fer, published at Valley Falls, Kansas, and is by

"W.," one of the editors of that paper. Will not the

Investigator, whose motto is "Hear all Sides," copy

this, and show wherein it is unfair or unjust: "Mr.

S. P. Putnam, speaking for himself and Mr. Watts,

refused to accept the challenge of George Chainey for

adiscussion between the latter and Mr. Watts upon

the relative merits of Spiritualism and Materialism.

And this after Mr. Watts had frequently tauntedMr.

Chaineywith an asserted lack of courage to debate.

Mr. Putnam gave as his chief reason for refusing to

accept Mr. Chainey's challenge the fact that he and

Mr. Watts are officers of the League. Mr. Putnam

said that they were in the employ of the League,

were paid out of its treasury, and hence had no right

touse their time in any other work than that of secu-

larization, pure and simple. He said that the League

hadnothing to do with Spiritualism, withMaterialism,

or with Christianity, per se, that it was devoted to

the separation of Church and State, and its officers

should do nothing to antagonize any possible adhe-

rents to the secularization movement, therefore, Mr.

Wattsmust not debate with Mr. Chainey. This was

a very fair programme, had it been acted upon in good

faith. But it has not been. Mr. Watts is eager to dis-

cuss with the clergy; and, wherever he goes, the min-

isters are challenged to debate with him, to debate

withhim not merely uponthe Church and State issue,

but upon subjects at issue between the infidel and

agnostic or atheist and the Christian and theist.

Accordingto his and Mr. Putnam's theory, he has no

right touse time for which he is paid by the League

indiscussing subjects upon which the Leaguehasno

opinion; and fair play and common sense confirm

Mr. Putnam's statement, that the League has not and

should nothave any opinion concerning the divinity

of the Bible, the existence of a God, or the immor-

tality or mortality of the soul. In the light of their

subsequent actions, it is plain that the reason given

by Mr. Putnam and Mr. Watts for their refusal to de.

bate with Mr. Chainey was but a pretext. As a

stanch Materialist, I must confess that I am not

proud of the courage and straightforwardness dis-

played by these champions of the philosophy which

Iaccept."

BOOK NOTICES.

FARNELL'S FOLLY. By J. T. Trowbridge. Boston:

Lee & Shepard. 1885. Price $1.50.

Anew story by Mr. Trowbridge is always wel-

comed by his many admiring readers. These will

find in Farnell's Folly continued evidence of his well-

known ability todepict in a natural, lively, andgraphic

manner the differing phases of New Englandhome-

life and the characteristics of New England people.

That some of the characters in this story are drawn

with evident exaggeration does not detract from the

general interest of it. If, however, some are super-

latively good, none are superlatively bad. There is

nothing especially new in the plot, which is that of

the financial ruin of many men and women through

the wily fraud of a dashing speculator in petroleum

and other stocks, as well as the moral ruin wrought

by the same personage in the lives and hearts of

others. In common with all the stories of Mr. Trow-

bridge, this work is moral in tendency and pure in
tone.

THE BIBLE FOR BEGINNERS. Compiled and arranged

byJohn Page Hopps. The Old Testament. Lon-

don: Williams & Norgate, Henrietta Street, Covent
Garden. 1884.

To those who wish to get the real gist of the

sacred book of the Hebrews, free from the long gene-

This is a well-told and deeply interesting story of

highest moral tone, which deals mainly with some

lovely phases of girl friendship, as exhibited during

times of special and cruel trial, such as came into

the life of Cecil Chester, the heroine of this story.

Of the three leading characters, the chief heroine is

onewhose years until womanhood were passed in a

happy home, with wealthy and cultured parents and

surroundings, when the death of the former and con-

sequent loss of the latter bring her into positions

where she is suspected of theft and imprisoned.

Another is a cultivated girl in poor circumstances ,

whomahard fate sends to Japan as a missionary and

teacher. The third is the daughter of the prison

warden, who makes use of her opportunities to do

good among the prisoners in a self-forgetful and un-

ostentatious way. The warmth and sincerity of the

friendship of these three are subjected to severe tests

during the ordeal undergone by the first. The love

stories of the friends play a necessary but subordinate

part in the volume.

THE January numberof the Popular Science Monthly

is filled with able and interesting articles. In "A

Glance at the Jury System," C. H. Stephens makes

the defects of the system very evident, and shows by

asketch of its history that it was not established as

a bulwark of popular liberty. In "Agnostic Meta-

physics, " by Frederic Harrison, and "Last Words

about Agnosticism," by Herbert Spencer, the relig-

ious discussion by these thinkers may be said to be

closed; for Mr. Spencer states that he shall say no

more. "Influences determining Sex" is an interest-

ing statement by Prof. W. K. Brooks of the results of

acurious scientific research. The story of Tyndall's

student life, told by himself, under the title "My

Schools and Schoolmasters," will be eagerly read.

F. A. Fernald contributes an illustrated article on

the "Gladiators of the Sea," in which he describes the

sword-fish, the saw-fish, and the narwhal. " Studying

in Germany," by Horace M. Kennedy, contains valu-

able information for American students. Sir Auberon

Herbert's article on "State Usurpation of Parental

Functions" is profitable reading for those who put

their trust in reform by act of legislature. J. H.

Pooley, M.D. , describes that curious affection,

"Bloody Sweat" ; W. Mattien Williams writes on

"Condiments" and "The Cookery of Wine." And

"Protective Mimicry in Marine Life," by Dr. W.

Breitenbach ; " The Advantages of Limited Mu-

seums," by O. W. Collet; "The Architecture of

Town-houses," by R. W. Edis, F.S.A.; and "Moun-

tain Observatories," are all valuable articles. The

subject of the portrait and sketch is that eminent

chemist, Sir Henry Roscoe. The editor writes on

"Harrison and Spencer on Religion," "A Healthy

Materialism," and "Politics and Science." The "Mis-

cellany" and "Notes" contain the usual pleasing

variety. D. Appleton & Co. , New York.

THE Art Amateur for January, 1885, is very rich in

bright and sparkling criticism as well as in practical

instruction to artists and amateurs, especially in dec-

orative art. A subscription to this periodical would

be an excellent New Year's gift for any young person

interested in the decorative arts; for one could not

fail, by reading it from month to month and study-

ing the illustrations given, to improve the taste. An

interesting account is given of the work of the so-

called Associated Artists in New York. This is

rather an ambitious title for the work of a few indi-

viduals; but this firm has done a great deal to develop

the taste for decorative art, and to improve the manu-

factures of the country by the demand for rich and

beautiful stuffs . It is a great encouragement to

women to see how Mrs. Wheeler and her gifted

daughterhave worked out their own ideas, and made

aplace for themselves in the great industrial world;

and, in so doing, they have opened the way for others

whomtheyhave employed. Miss Emmet's designs in

this number show great ability. There is now no ex-

cuse for poor drawing or slovenly work. We have

excellent drawing-schools, where eye and hand may

be thoroughly trained; and this training will appear

in every design, however seemingly free and careless.

The"Art Hints" are very good. They always take a

high view of art, and, if read and pondered, will help

to disabuse the young studentofmanyfoolishnotions.

We heartily congratulate the publishers of the Art

Amateur on the constant improvement in their work,

and cordially recommend its perusal to our readers

as one of the pleasures of the NewYear. E. D. C.

THE Atlantic for January contains the opening

chapters of three serial stories : Charles Egbert

Craddock's "Prophet of the Great Smoky Moun-

tains," Sarah Orne Jewett's "A Marsh Island," and

Mrs. Oliphant's "A Country Gentleman." Oliver

Wendell Holmes begins a series of papers, entitled

"A New Portfolio"; and the first number is full of

the old-time charm, wit, pathos, and other delightful

qualities of the genial autocrat. Articles of literary

interest areastudy of"Childhood in GreekandRoman

Literature," by Horace E. Scudder; "Madame Mohl,

her Salon and her Friends," by Kathleen O'Meara;

and a paper of curious interest by Richard Grant

White on "The H Malady in England." Two pict-

ures of New England life-"A Salem Dame-school"

and"Winter Days," being selections fromThoreau's

Journal-are of interest; and these, with a short

story by Frank R. Stockton, critiques on Vedder's

drawings to Omar Khayyam's Rubaiyát, Vernon

Lee's "Euphorion," and other notable books, poetry

of a Christmas character, and the usual Contributors '

Club, complete a number replete with good things .

Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Boston.

No. 20, VOL. V., of the Modern Review is , like most

ofthe numbers of this periodical, of solid worth. The

contents are: "Ezekiel," by Prof. Kuenen; "The Ar-

gument from Design in the Organic World," by Dr.

W. B. Carpenter; "Modern Quakerism," by Alexan-

der Gordon, M.A.; "Converts to Rome," by R. Ro-

dolph Suffield; "Liberal or Socialist," by Richard A.

Armstrong, B.A.; " Prof. Newman's Christianity in

its Cradle," by Francis H. Jones, B.A.; " Teachings

of the Twelve Apostles : Postscript," by Alexander

Gordon, M.A. The "Reviews and Book Notices" are

unusually good.

THE January number of St. Nicholas contains por-

tions of continued stories by Louisa M. Alcott, J. T.

Trowbridge, and Hjalmar H. Boyesen; a thought-

inspiring poem, entitled "The Child and the Year,"

by Celia Thaxter; the beginning of a series of"His-

toric Girls," "Elizabeth of Tudor," by Elbridge S.

Brooks, with many other tales, poems, and articles by

good writers, in addition to its always sumptuous

supply of beautiful illustrations thereof by the best

artists . For sale by Cupples & Upham, Old Corner

Bookstore.

AN interesting feature in the New Orleans Exhibi-

tion is the Prang Exhibit, which contains all former

prize cards and the frames, with consecutive proofs

of a reproduction, which was at the Mechanics' Fair

in Boston, and has been sent to the Massachusetts

Department at New Orleans by special invitation of

the State Commission. The collection of prize de-

signs recently exhibited in New York and Boston by

Mr. L. Prang is now, by special invitation, shown in

the Art Institute in Chicago; and, in response to a

similar request made by the managers of the Museum

of FineArts at St. Louis, this collection of paintings

will be sent to that city later on. Mr. Gaugengigl's

design in the Prang Prize Exhibition is remarkable

for the purity of its tones and the exquisite nicety of

finish, reminding of Meissonier's best efforts in this

direction. It has, we are informed, met with little

appreciation by the critics as to its fitness as a Christ-

mas gift card.
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THE present agitation in several of the States

to secure legislation requiring that physiological

instruction in temperance principles shall be given

in the public schools is a laudable effort to get

hold of the alcohol problem at the right end.

REFERRING to those who refrain from exchang-

ing conventional civilities with strangers through.

amorbid fear that their "position" or "standing"

may in some way be lowered by speaking with

those who lack the accepted social standards, the

Boston Herald sensibly says : "The true lady or

gentleman, the person of really 'good family,' is

never in fear of being compromised or contami-

natedby speaking to anybody. Sure, without the

least consciousness, of their position, they never

think that it depends in the least upon whom they

• speak to or by whom they are addressed. That

proud patrician, Wendell Phillips,with his great
heart full of all kindness, knew that he could live

anywhere, and so chose his residence in most ' un-

fashionable,' but very convenient, quarters. It is

only the shoddyite, social or financial, who seeks

to increase his importance by affectations in man-

ners and a show of wealth. A common type of

the snob can be putdown by snubbing. Those

who are beyond this maybe left to the untender

mercies of the snobs who are above them, and

whose recognition they live to seek."

In aspeech recentlymade inEngland in behalf

of ahospital for the paralyzed and epileptic, Dr.

CrichtonBrowne said: "In the history of civiliza-

tion,we have had a stone age, abronze age, and

an iron age ; and, parallel with these in the his-

toryofhuman development,we have had a bone

age, a muscle age, and a nerve age. With the

application of iron tothe manufacture of machin-

eryand the substitution of steam power forbrute

strength, the strain of existence was transferred

from the muscles to the nerves. The sons of

Adam eat bread now, not in the sweat of their

faces, but in the fever of their brains ; and thews

and sinews are of small account in comparison

with nimble nerve fibres." The mortality from

nervous diseases appears to be advancing rapidly.

Apoplexy, neuro-cephalus, and paralysis are, ac-

cording to Dr. Crichton Browne, carrying off a

larger number of victims year by year. They

caused 105,189 deaths in the period of five years

1861-65, and 145,503 deaths in the five years

1876-80. Those who deny the existence of over-

pressure should at least consider these figures.

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

erating' these people, as if it were an act of grace

and a wonderful kindness on our part."

cure.

In regard to the faith-cure, the Springfield Re-

publican has this to say: "Some of the instances of

success strain outside credulity to the vanishing

point, in the straightening of limbs crooked from

birth, the restoration of a withered arm, and the

cure of cancer. Many cures of cancer have been

published when the disease cured had no such

character in reality,and some in which the seem-

ing cure proved adeceit, and the cancer returned

with increased and irresistible virulence, killing

its victim without a second respite. This is one

class of cases in which no one who knows the

nature of a cancer can possibly credit the faith-

In rheumatism, neuralgia, dyspepsia, and

many other ailments which result from a certain

class of causes, and in which hypochondria in-

variably results and reinforces, these cures are the

most frequent. The stories which are sometimes

told recall even more than the faith itself the rec-

ords of the days of the Catacombs, when not only

such lesser things were remedied, but even those

were restored to life whose heads had been cut off,

the head being placed upon the severed trunk,

and the prayer of the faithful shortly knitting the

two together, so that the Christian victim arose

and glorified God. This anastasis has not yet

been copied by the faith-curers, though experi-

ments as desperate have been tried in sundry

places, with the result of dreadful failure."

THE enterprise of the New York Herald pro-

duces a special despatch from Rome concerning

the doings of the late Plenary Council of the Cath-

olic Church in Baltimore, of which the Spring-

field Republican says : "It contains nothing but

what was guessed or rumored on this side the

water, as the proceedings are simply under con-

sideration by a committee, and not promulgated

by the pope. But there is no doubt the statements

are substantially true : that a fixed rule for the

regulation of mixed marriages has been adopted;

that parochial schools are to be established all

over the United States; that a great ecclesiastical

university is to be formed; that a national cate-

chism has been drawn up, which shall be obliga-

tory upon all Roman Catholics ; that there are

to be ecclesiastical tribunals governed by 'civil

and canonical' law, in each diocese, for the trial

of priests; that priests cannot be removed at the

caprice of theirbishops,etc. The effect of the de-
termination of the council of course is expected

to be the solidifying the power of the Church and

the sharper separation of Roman Catholics from

their fellow-citizens."

A CORRESPONDENT of the Montreal Herald

quotes from the Gazette of that city that "it is

probable that the easy-going, inoffensive, tolerant

disposition of the vast mass of Canadians has per-

mitted the skirmishers to establish outposts in the

Dominion much more rapidly than in European

countries, the United States, or the other colo-

nies," and comments as follows : "Is it an act of

very great condescension to 'tolerate' the Salva-

tion Army ? Do we not 'tolerate,' sometimes

welcome and defend, bank plunderers and other

refugees from justice from the other side of the

LAST week, the organization of the American

Society for Psychical Research was completed at

ameeting held in this city, at the rooms of the

American Academy of Arts and Sciences. The

officers of the society were elected as follows :

president, Prof. Simon Newcomb, of Washington ;

vice-presidents, Prof. G. Stanley Hall of Baltimore,

Prof. G. S. Fullerton of Philadelphia, Prof. E. C.

Pickering, Dr. H. P. Bowditch, and Dr. C. S.

Minot, all of Harvard University ; secretary, Mr.

N. D. C. Hodges, of Cambridge, Mass.; treasurer,

Prof. William Watson. From a report of the

proceedings, the following is taken: "In view of

the dangers to which the new society is exposed

in the systematic investigation of the little known

psychical phenomena,great care has been taken

to exclude from active control all elements which

might turn the energy of the society into a help-

mate of any of the vague, unsettled, and sometimes

fraudulent enterprises of Spiritualists. A scien-

tific research must be free from all taint of

line? Don't we 'tolerate,' and many of us wel- | crankiness. Hence, the decision that all persons

come, prize-fighters, who come amongst us to

edify and help to educate the criminal classes ?

Don't we 'tolerate' indecent ten-cent shows,

ministering to the depravity of the juveniles, and

allow our dead walls and places of prominence in

the city to be defiled with beastly illustrations ?

Don't we 'tolerate' houses of ill-fame and gam-

bling and drinking resorts of every kind? When
we consider these, and a host of other similar facts,

it must strike many of us as strange that there are

any in Montreal, or in Canada, to turn up their

noses at the Salvation Army, and to speak of 'tol-

elected to the society become associates ; from

among the associates, one hundred members to be

elected, who alone have the right to vote. Out of

the members again are elected acouncil of twenty-

one, including the officers above named. The re-

mainingmembers of the present council are : Dr.

William James, Prof.George F. Barker, Mr. S. H.

Scudder, Dr. C. C. Everett, Mr. Moorfield Storey,

Prof. John Trowbridge, Prof. A. Hyatt, Prof. J. M.

Peirce, Mr. Coleman Sellers, Major Woodhull,

Messrs. C. C. Jackson, T. W. Higginson, and

W. H. Pickering."
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THE SUN AS A SYMBOL OF DEITY.

An article on the sun's productive energy in

the Century for December closes thus : "Whoever

finds the way to make industrially useful the vast

sun-power, now wasted on the deserts of North

Africa or the shores of the Red Sea, will effect a

greater change in men's affairs than any conqueror

in historyhas done; for he will once more people

thosewaste places with the life that swarmed there

in the best days of Carthage and of old Egypt,

but under another civilization, where man shall no

longer worship the sun as a god, but shall have

learned to make it his servant."

These sentences are very suggestive. They are

the summing up of certain inferences which the

author has been drawing from well attested

facts: namely, that the coal-beds of the earth,

now the chief supply of mankind for heat used as

a mechanical power, will, in a calculable number

of years, be exhausted; that solar heat, taken

directly from the sun, is alreadybeing made avail-

able for moving engines of moderate power, and

may, with those mechanical improvements which

may be reasonably expected, become available

where power is wanted on a much larger scale;

that it can, in any event, be put to use for the

pumping of water from beneath the sand of des-

erts, so that those vast uninhabitable regions of

the earth may be irrigated and in time covered

with vegetation, and become the seat of commerce

and manufactures and of powerful populations.

Already, it seems as if the sleeping heart of

Africawere beginning to wake, or at least as if

the wide-awake people of other lands had been

made aware of the fact that that dark, mysterious

continent is not sunk in sodeathly a sleep but that

it mayhear a resurrection summons fromthe bugle

blast of this nineteenth century civilization. The

"Congo Conference," sitting in the capital of the

GermanEmpire, is one of the signs of this new

order of things. It is not so very long ago that

"Congo" was only known in connection with the

infamous slave-trade,which its nativesavage chiefs

carried on with the more wicked white agents of

the savage side of modern civilization. Now,

"Congo" possibly marks the opening in the hith-

continues to progress toward goals to which we

can now set no limit and concerning which the

wildest dreams of conjecture may be nearer the

truth than any calculations which prudent reason

may venture to make. Picturing Africa's coming

era, the Century writer spoke of it as that "civiliza-

tion where man no longer shall worship the sun as

agod, but shall have learned to make it his ser-

vant. " In these words, even more probably than

he was himself aware,he struck the whole range

ofdifference between the superstitious faiths which

have ruled mankind in the past, and have by no

means yet passed away, and the rational faith

which is beginning to dawn, and whose light, we

mayhope, shall yet irradiate the darkest places of

earth.

The sentence brings first to mind the whole

realm of nature worship,-that joyous and poetic

period of the childhood of religion, when it was

the most natural thought which the human mind

couldhave that all the great objects and forces of

nature were immediately possessed and animated

by a personal spirit akin to the conscious intelli-

gence and will of a human being; a personal

spirit that was near to man, close to his earthly

wants, that could be entreated, that was pleased

and displeased, but in the main was sympathizing

and helpful toward human weakness. That the

sun, as the most powerful and glorious of nature's

objects, should thus have become the centre of

great systems of faith and worship was no irra-

tional nor very harmful idolatry. And thence our

thought moved forward to the more reflecting but

dreary period of anthropomorphic theism, when

the personal power that moved the world was pict-

ured as a mightymonarch seated in august grand-

eur in theskies, of the type of ahuman sovereign,

but raised to infinite power; a being to be ap-

proached with awe and trembling, pleased with

the praise of words and the ceremonies of wor-

ship, capable of being softened by the adulation

of worshippers, but capable, too, of fierce wrath-

fulness, denying all approach save through a ce-

lestial intercessor.

But, again, the sentence happily suggested that

this conception of Deity, though still we suppose

the prevailing conception even in the civilized

erto impenetrable side of African barbarism, ❘ countries of Christendom, is gradually waning

through which the really civilized elements of

modern civilization are to be taken up into the

interior of that great continent. What mayhap-

pen in that hemisphere in the next two hundred

years, when civilization shall fairly get it in its

grasp, none of us can predict. It may be none

toobold to conjecture that the old prophecy, under

the inspirations of science and art, will be literally

fulfilled ; that "the parched ground shall become

a pool, and the thirsty land springs ofwater"; that

"the wilderness and the solitary place shall be

made glad, and the desert rejoice and blossom as

the rose"; that, in fine, these countries, which now

are awaste desertbecause of the intensity of the
solar heat, will then, by reason of that sameheat,

become fertile lands, the centre of the world's in-

dustrial activities, and the seat of its political

empire.

But the train of reflections which the passage

above quoted set in motion in our mind was

not chiefly with reference to the possible won-

derful future of the African continent. It was

the last part of the passage that specially set

our thoughts to wandering, and wandering not

somuch to the possible Africa of coming centuries

as to peoples of many centuries ago with their

strange religious faiths; and thence to the vast

revolution in religious faiths which has been and

is still going on with the advance of civilization,

and which must continue to go on as civilization

away. In its place is growing that new conception

of the productive, sustaining power of the universe

which is coming in with science, wherein, though

the phrases "personality," "conscious intelligence,"

"parental oversight" are hardly ventured to be

lisped, so careful is science not to generalize be-

yond the line of all the observed facts, yet supreme

emphasis is laid on these facts: that, whatever the

eternal, world-vitalizing, and world-impelling energy

may be in its own hidden nature, it is a power that

is omnipresent; that is intimately near to man;

that works in every finite force and form which

anywhere exists ; that throbs in every living atom,

produces and sustains the myriads of living organ-

isms, pulsates in every human heart, gives to the

human brain the capacity to think and to see and

keep the true and right; and that, therefore, it is a

power that is ever and everywhere spending itself
in service.

It is sometimes complained that science is tak-

ingawayfromman his Deity. It is taking away
his false conceptions of Deity. But, though sci-

ence no longer allows man to regard Deity as a

personal monarch seated in sovereignmajesty on a

throne in the heavens, or even as a personal creator

of the world, and though it may not permit the

conception of him as a prayer-hearing andpraise-

loving being in the skies, it is, nevertheless, in this

idea of a power eternally exerting itself in service,

bringing a grander conception than any it is tak-

ingaway. Man may sayto-day that he actually

knows that power which he has beenwont to call

Deity as a serving power. He knows it as that

which appears in him as the veryforces and ele-

ments of life ; as that which is the law and force

by which the crystal forms and the stars move and

carry their planets; as that which serves to the

flower its grace and perfume and to the tree its

strength; as that which everywhere, in sun and

earth, in atom, beast, and man, is working to

make this universe what it is andwhat it is to be;

as that which reaches, for our world, its highest

consummation inpersonal character, forming itself

by the law of righteousness and striving to shape

humansocietybyamoral ideal. And in the possi-

bilities of this idea is there not ample compensa-

tion for all that is gone or is going from the relig-

ious creeds of mankind? Which is the nobler and

more ennobling conception,-a God enthroned in

the heavens to be worshipped or a God that is

everywhere serving the earth and the heavens and

manand allbeings ?

The sun has, indeed, been deposed from its

throne as a god, but it is none the less supreme

power inour solar system. It reigns by serving.

Wм. Ј. РотTER.

INTELLECTUAL AND SOCIAL ARISTOCRACY

IN AMERICA.

It is said that Mr. Wasson has been for some

years engaged in the preparation of a work on

some topic in political philosophy. I therefore

read his recent careful articles in The Index with

themore interest, thinking they might afford, per-

haps, some glimpse of his line of thought. Cer-

tainly there is no New England thinker with a

more peculiarly delicate intuitive-analytical genius,

nor any whose opinions command more unfeigned

respect in philosophical circles.

There is probably no modern word that contains

a richer connotation than "Democracy." It stands

for the social trend or tendency of entire groups

of nations, in Europe and the two Americas, as

well as in Australia and New Zealand. One re-

grets, therefore, to find Mr. Wasson narrowing

the concept to a political sense only. Democracy

is surely, first of all, a social doctrine and condi-

tion. It is an ideaborn in the hearts of groaning

humanity, and dirged with sighs ofslave and out-

cast. Bedded in the past, its purports arching

into the infinite future, it is more than a dream

and an aspiration: it is a predictable and inevi-

table phase of human society. Government by

count of heads-political equality is not democ-

racy in the deeper sense, whatever our wretched

dictionariesmay say. Political democracy is only

the index, the expression of social democracy ;

it is only the surface symptom of a profound

organic, secular change. By democracy in this

deeper sense, I mean the as yet imperfectly voiced

yearning and demand of the human heart for

equality of privilege and the abolition of arbi-

trary social and political distinctions, the senti-

ment of the native worth of a human being. It

was with this meaning that I used the word when

applying it to Sir Walter Scott. The only other

existing word, that I know of, which partlycovers

the idea is "socialism." It is to be hoped that

this word may finally be rescued from the use of
wild and foolish doctrinaires and appropriated by

scholars to express the world-idea of democratic

brotherhood.

Socialism, or social democracy, it is superfluous

to say, is of quite recent origin. Can Mr. Wasson's

fine scholarship enable him to see no difference

between the treatment of the humble classes in

classical and mediæval times and their treatment

by the great humanitarian novelists andhistorians
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ofmoderntimes,---Balzac, Scott, Dickens, and Haw-

thorne, Carlyle and Green ?

Contrast the relative prominence and honor

given by Homer to his Achilles and Odysseus, on

the one hand, and Thersites and Eumæus, on the

other, with the relative importance bestowed by

Scott on his Waverleys and Wardours, and his

Dominie Sampsons and Edie Ochiltrees. In

Homer's case, the representatives of the lower class

are treated as hinds, slaves with a certain abject

and dog-like faithfulness, while the lords are clothed

with splendor and glory. But Scott puts his gab-

erlunzies and poor tutors and gypsies into the very

foreground of his stage, and centres nearly all the

interest in their lives and fortunes. Scott, then, as

contrasted with Homer, Dante, Virgil, Corneille,

Icall democratic. Ancient authors did introduce

humble characters into their works for artistic rea-

sons simply; but modern authors do so from hu-

manitarian sympathy and fellow-feeling andgen-

uine respect. The whole history of aristocracy|

and democracy is graphically told in the following

significant lists of words :-

NOBILITY, Birth, high

descent, gentility, high life,

élite, fashionable world,

peer, lord, grandee, hi-

dalgo, aristocrat, swell,

gentleman, king, prince,

baron, title, medal, livery,

scutcheon.

DEMOCRACY,- Lower

classes, commonherd, peas-

antry, great unwashed,

mob, rabble, canaille,

scum, dregs, swinish mul-

titude, ignobile vulgus, ver-

min, riff-raff, tag-rag and

bobtail, churl, boor, villain,

clodhopper, bog-trotter,

bumpkin, lout, underling,

menial, groundling (and

about twice as many more).

Now, in contrast, note an astonishing fact : for

the phrase "middle classes" there exists not a

single synonyme in the English language, so re-

cent is the origin of that class. And yet, as I

said, our greatest modern writers recognize the

existence and reflect in their writings the daily

life of the common people. In short, they tacitly

acknowledge the rise of a new idea, that ofhuman

brotherhood. The idea had its far origin in the

brain of Jesus Christ. Crushed for centuriesby the

pride and haughtiness of feudalism and the pa-

pacy, it is only today beginning to take root and

flourish as a goodly tree : real ethical Christianity

is just beginning to be. In the non-political sense,

I affirm, with Mr. Wasson,that Carlyle and Burns

were the noblest and sincerest of democrats. They

were fierce scorners of artificial social distinctions.

They were members of the new middle class .

It is tobe noted that moderns who lean toward

aristocracy are either persons of secluded life, cult-

ured and fastidious scholars, and especially stu-

dents of classical antiquity,-saturated as that is

with the caste feeling and aristocratic arrogance,-

or they are persons possessed of wealth. Among

those with leanings toward intellectual aristocracy,

Iwould set down such men as Goethe, Landor,

Emerson, George Ticknor, Dr. F. H. Hedge, and

many New England Transcendentalists. Tran-

scendentalism is sublime egoism. It is spiritual

aristocracy.

Verily, there is something in New England

Brahminism to be shunned. It is devoid of

healthy coarseness of fibre; it is not broadly hu-

manitarian; it smacks of atavism, of the study,

of intellectual pride. The measure of a man's

greatness, in my estimation, is the breadth of his

sympathy. To have a broad and wholesome sym-

pathy with and knowledge of the toiling classes,

onemusthavehad awide rangeof experience with

them; must have suffered, and toiled shoulder to

shoulder with them; nay, must still and always

correct themegrims andnarrowness begottenof soli-

tudebyconstantand genial association with drivers,

grocers, choppers, farmers, common laborers, engi-

neers, clerks. Contempt is generally born of

ignorance. The longer I live, the more I realize

the noble sentiment of Browning, that there is

no great nor small in human society. The liter-

ary solitaire despises the man of action, and the

man of action despises the solitaire. But one is

about as useful in the scheme of things as the

other: if anything, the man of action is a little

more so .

the rotten political-moral fibre of Washington City

and the vulgarity of the "dirty politician," yet

Iheld tomyfaith indemocracy. I think we shall

suffer shipwreck once, twice, and perhaps thrice.

But the rule of the people can never be abrogated

until it gives place, millenniums hence, to the final

ideal state of no rule at all, but only national co-

operation. It is because democracy is the nearest

possible approach to the ideal state that we are

bound to support it, notwithstanding its errors.

Perhaps indiscriminate suffrage was inevitable.

Nature has a wild, rough way to her ends. It

seems to me, however, as if the wiser way would

have been to restrict suffrage; to have made the

standard or qualification that of intelligence; to

have appointed local committees of examination

(like those of the civil service,composed of honor-

able representatives of all political parties),who

should examine each man who aspired to vote by

a set of simple printed questions on the topics at

issue in the election. If totally ignorant, let him

be denied the ballot until he learn his political

A, B, C. Corruption might attend such a scheme,

but so it does all our political administration.

As for social aristocracy, Ihadnot realized how

portentous its growth had become here in America

until I recently read an article in the Contemporary

Review, by an English lady, who shows, by a com-

parative study of American fiction, how absorbing

an interest centres here around position, wealth,

dress, family, and the like. Everybody's observa-

tion can furnish plenty of instances of the growth

of aristocratic snobbishness among us. Ido not

know of a single city in the country not domi-

nated by a plutocratic standard. In a few college

towns only is there any approach to the demo-

cratic ideal,-social standing determined by merit.

Coming now to Mr. Wasson's field proper, that

branch of socialism, brotherhood, or social democ-

racy, which deals with government, or organized

national activity, I find myself in complete accord

with him. It is rather odd that I of all persons

should have been singled out as one immersed and

drowned in the idea of political democracy,-I| madebetween the writer's admiration of the moral

who through study of home politics, as well as

the works of Carlyle and Ruskin, had sometimes

almost come to despair of that system of govern-

ment.

Ihope one may be allowed to see some intellect-

ual and moral worth in some men, and a good

deal of intellectual and moralworth in many men,

and more of promise inboth, and to believe in the

abolition of odious arbitrary distinctions, and

trust in the (moderately) educative power of the

ballot, and yet not be such an unheard-of donkey

as to hold to the equality of all men in all things.

From an intellectual point of view, it is undenia-

ble that an alarming number of our fellow-beings

are simple fools, as we say. Abstractly considered,

can anything be more ludicrously absurd than our

present system of selecting our rulers ? Virginia

in 1774, with limited, or freehold, suffrage, could

send to the first American Congress her seven

best men, including Thomas Jefferson, Patrick

Henry, and George Washington. Could New

York or Chicago do the same to-day ?

Is there any inconsistency in what has been writ-

ten? I think not. If there seems to be such, it

is because the distinction has not been clearly

and social worth of the masses and his non-admi-

ration of their intellectual power and theirmanners .

To be an enthusiastic social democrat is a differ-

ent thing from being an enthusiastic political one.

W. S. KENNEDY.

THE PROBLEM OF EXISTENCE.

Is it Solvable?

I.

"Ifa man die, shall he live again ?" This ques-

tion of an ancient and anonymous writer has been

mooted conventionallyby everygeneration of man-

kind; not, however, in the overt subjunctive sense

of its syntax, but with the broader esoteric import

of its Scriptural context. According to the more

obvious gist of its dual acceptation, it has been

answered for all ages beyond controversy. No :

never has a living thing been known to die and

thencome to life again. If sentient beings die as

sentient beings, thatmust be the end of their con-

scious existence. "There is hope of a tree, if itbe

cutdown, that it will sprout again," but not of a

tree whose stump is quite dead. The universal

issue of death is decay. To die is to perish for-

But do human beings die? What is death to

mankind? Is it anything more than a physiolog-

icalphenomenon? It is cessation of life and sense

in the fleshly tabernacle of a person who coinci-

dently disappears; and this is all that we know

thereabout, or that can be known by mere observa-

tion. But there is no evidence that personality ever

dies. Is there any evidence that it survives the

dissolution of the only house it has lived in prior

to this event, that its egress from its native habi-

tat concurs with its ingress to an eligible state of

conscious existence ? Is it possible to ascertain

whether or not, as many intelligent doubters sur-

mise,physical death is the phenomenal aspect of

spiritual birth?

Can anything be more absurd than universal

suffrage? Universal fools, universal curly-haired

Cuffee, universal short-haired Patrick, universal

dude and idiot! And yet Cuffee and Pat, when

they are thoroughly aroused and fully informed,

somehow prove their moral value and discernment

by voting almost always for the moralest of two

men. And if in most elections, other than Presi-

dential, they allow rings to be put in their noses

by other human "Rings" and "Machines," it is

only because of their indolence and ignorance, and

not from any lack of conscience.

During a recent trip South from Washington

to New Orleans, I saw the finest product of repre-

sentative government that democracy can produce

inthe shape of the Lower House of Congress : my

faith in the future success of our political institu-

tions thereupon received a severe shock. And,

when I saw along the railroads the negroes and

"white trash" of the Southern States, I laughed.

Ididnot shudder,because Ihave possessed myself

of late of a sort of cheerful apathetic optimism,
which assures me of the sanity of nature and the

attainment of final success through however many

retrogressions and reversions. They told me in
the South that the negroes vote like flocks of

sheep, andIsawby their faces that it must be so ;

yet I did not despair of democracy. I observed

ever.

These questions and others of like bearing upon

human destiny are answerable only as corollaries

from the problem of existence,by the solution of

which it is proposed to account for the world of

human experience. But that is commonly re-

garded as an enigma, and held by the majority

of thinkers to be inscrutable. If so, thenwhat a
pity! for nothing else but its rational solution

will set the human heart to rest. Have not the

wisest of mankind, of all that have lived for three
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thousand years or more, treated it as a problem

rather than as a mystery, and so plied their wits

to its study? Just so; but who has mastered it ?

Andwhat is the implication of this item of his-

tory, if not that the problem of existence is insol-

vable?

This implication is merely apparent. It disap-

pears,when the personal failure here adverted to is

rationally accounted for. It is also opposed to cer-

tainvalid reasons for believing that the problem

is solvable. The first of these is negative. There

is no evidence of its insolvability (apart from the

supposititious implication just noted). This is ger-

mane to the postulate of "the Unknowable," which

itself is unscientific, inasmuch as it is assumed in

advance of experience. For no manhas lived long

enough to have tried all possible means of investi-

gation, nor is any earthly pupil of experience wise

enough as yet to discern the terminus of human

progress. If Herbert Spencer or any other agnos-

tic would posit the assumption of "the Unknow-

able" in the region of intuition anterior to expe-

rience, then I would deny its legitimacy as being

incompatible with certain indubitable elements of

instinctive belief, whereby that of his allegation is

indefensibly impugned. These will appear in my

next argument, which is positive. It is also scien-

tific, being a deduction from universal experience.

My second reason for believing that the problem

of existence is solvable is that all sensible people de-

sire to foreknow the issue of life on earth. This species

of knowledge is not the least of natural wants.

There is no example in the domain of Nature of a

natural want whose object is either unreal or un-

attainable, unless this be the only exception. Be-

sides, I cherish an instinctive sense of right to

know what so intimately concerns, not me alone,

but the prospective personal welfare of all man-

kind, a right characterized and emphasized by

the issues of sympathy as well as self-love, accord-

ing to the maxim, "Homo sum : humani nihil a me

alienum puto." Conceptions of the weal of adult

manhood, in a clime befitting soulful aspirations,

fill the gaze of sublunary hope as the posthumous

compensation for human experience in this world

of general disappointment ; and the longing to

verify their objective reality, and thus confute the

vulgar taunt upon life's victims,-"Sic vos non

vobis," is sincere and rational and just. My crav-

ing for this most available intelligence is thus

backedby reason,by conscience, by benevolence,-

by all the aspiring aptitudes and ennobling im-

pulses of humannature.

Finally, what is the use of this instinctive long-❘

ing, to what purpose is it inspired by the Author

of our being, unless it be to prompt endeavor to

learn (whose sole reward is attainment of the

knowledge which we seek), that our education

may be consummated, or at least promoted, by the

soul- strengthening assurance of immortality? Is

it not, therefore, reasonable to think the problem

of existence is solvable ?

Iknow the agnostic idea is not that any truth is

unknowable per se, but that the problem of exist-

ence involves what isunknowable to man in this

world, assuming his possible relation to another

world. But the postulate is gratuitous and unwar-

rantable, even in this restricted sense. To know

ourselves immortal is a sublunary want, one to be

realized by earthly livers. I crave this informa-

tion now: I am unwilling to wait for it until

Ipossibly reach the world of hope. The implica-

tion hereof is that the problem of existence is solv-

able by those whose wish to solve it is adequately

earnest and persistent. The wish to know is the

natural gauge of intellectual capacity; and wish

is the germ of will, whose fruit is the object of

want.

"When this most soulful want is realized,

Life in this world willbe more highly prized;

Andweshall say, instead of Pope's sad jest,

Manalways is, since all are to be, blest."

I admit the doctrine of "the Unknowable," so

far as pertains to the finitude of human cognition.

Inasmuch as we know only what we learn by expe-

rience, we are unable to conceive what we have

never perceived, and can perceive only what is

presented to our intellective faculties. For this

reason, we ignore the essence of body as well as

of spirit, and know as little of the core of self-

hood as of the pith of matter. But we instinct-

ively assume the reality of both, as the nucleus

respectively of a cluster of attributes which can-

not obtain per se, either singly or collectively. In

like manner, we discover the reality of the Infinite

Mind by inference from conscious selfhood as the

offspring thereof. We are as ignorant of how we

exist as of how the Author of our existence semper-

ists. But neither this nor that is what we in-

stinctively care to comprehend. The hungry eater

enjoys his dinner without thinking of the proc-

ess of digestion or of the chemical constituents

of food. So we wish to be assured of life after

death, with no heartful curiosity as to how we are

to live andknoweach other as disembodied spirits.

It is not what is inconceivable that we yearn to

conceive. It is the character of that "Power"

whereon depends the fruition of hope that we

would know to be responsible, as no insentient

thing can be, as that can be only with personal

attributes conceived as Wisdom, Benevolence, Con-

stancy, and voluntary Power adequate to the func-

those who heartfully wish to solve the problem of

existence ought it not to be solvable ?

GEORGE STEARNS.

A LITTLE LAW ABOUT RELIGION ON THE

WITNESS STAND .

...

MASS. PUB. ST., c. 169, §§ 17, 18.-"No person ofsuffi-

cient understanding shall be excluded from giv-

ing evidence" [with certain exceptions not material

here]; but "the evidence of such person's disbelief in

the existence of God may be received to affect his

credibility as a witness."

There is a general belief that there is some

connection between the use of the oath in court

and Christianity, and that, if the appeal to God is

discarded, our faith will have received a shock.

The historical fact, however, is just the otherway.

The practice of judicial oaths goes far back of any

historical records to the earliest days of the Greeks

and Romans, before they had emerged from bar-

barism. When Christianity appeared, its followers

-acting, as they believed, under the direct instruc-

tions of Christ-refused to take the oath, and

accordingly were allowed to use a more moderate

form containing no reference to future punish-

ment, somewhat as the Quakers have been allowed

to do in modern times. As civilization decayed

and the Roman law was neglected, the oath be-

came more important again, until the appeal to

God sometimes usurped the place of evidence

altogether. The Church of Rome took especial

charge of it, and lent all her weight to making the

supernatural reference impressive and final. In

lay proceedings, the earliest form ofjury was noth-

tions of our Supernal Parent. It would not make | ing but agroup of neighbors, who, withouthearing

us practically wiser to puncture the ultimate mys- any testimony, decided from what they knew of

tery of Being. But to foreknow our destiny as the parties whether their oaths were to be ac-

children of God is, of all species of intelligence, ❘ cepted. The parties brought in their friends and

the most auspicious, the most available. retainers sometimes by the score, not to give any

evidence, but simply to swear that theywere right;

and their oaths settled it. And thus the jury trial,

like the ordeal by fire, etc., was essentially an appeal

to Heaven. As civilization revived, this method

To solve the problem of existence is to rend the

veil of futurity; to banish the fear of death ; to

check the sway of priestcraft;to squelch bigotry ;

to supplant idolatry ; to supersede praying for re-

mission of sins, with hungering and thirsting | naturally fell into disrepute, and the witnesses were

after righteousness ; to dissuade religious worship-

pers from their vain endeavors to propitiate the

capricious temper of an arbitrary deity, and inau-

gurate devotion to reason and conscience, the per-

sonal monitors of truth and right, which prompt

us to self-government as the only passport to peace

here and heaven hereafter.

asked for proof of the facts; but the old forms were

retained when the old methods were abandoned.

Less and less attention, however, was paid to the

form, until now both its paganorigin and its char-

acter as an appeal to a supernatural arbiter have

been forgotten by all but antiquarians; and it is

even defended, as if it were a Christian regulation

of our modern judicial procedure.

Like a good many other venerable formalities, it

has sometimes been a great impediment to justice,

by using its religious test to keep facts from the

jury: and many States have tried to make it

harmless by depriving it of this dangerous power.

Twenty-six States and Territories have forbidden

the exclusion of evidence on account of religious

belief, as follows : Arizona, California, Colorado,

District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, In-

diana, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Massachusetts, Michi-

gan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana,

Nebraska, Nevada, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Wis-

consin, Texas, Utah, Vermont. It will be ob-

served that this list includes all the new North-

western States and nearly all of those in which

codification has recently been attempted.

Think of the annual aggregate of hard-earned

money paid to priestly arrogance for the farce of

absolution, which would be saved to the worldly

weal of every Catholic laborer for a living, who

should perchance penetrate his illusion. Nay,

think of the more 'grievous penances which devo-

tees of the cloister would escape by dispelling that

religious mystery which purports more of equivo-

cal good or evil than life itself seems worth to

them. Think also of the costly ordinances of even

Protestant ecclesiasticism ; the sectarian dissen-

sions and wrangling controversies of diverse doc-

tors of divinity ; the humiliating rites of neophyte

soldiers of the cross; the disquieting doubts of

old believers in personal predestination or vica-

rious atonement ; their despondent recoils from

the prospect of contingency in the purchase of

saving grace; the artificial scruples of conscience,

constraints of reason, and consequent sacrifices of❘tion is shorter : Alabama, Arkansas, Connecticut,

secular but harmless gratifications to which the

votaries of even reformed Christianity are ad-

dicted, all for lack of ability to forecast the issues

of the life that now is ; andsay,for humanity's sake,

should not the question which so engages the head

and heart of human nature be answerable ? Should

man be left to guess about his title to "mansions

in the skies," with no permission to read it ? By

The list of States which retain the old restric-

Dakota, Delaware, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana,

Maryland, New Hampshire, New Jersey, North

Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Caro-

lina, Tennessee, Virginia, Washington, West Vir-

ginia, Wyoming. The four Territories embraced

in it will, in all probability, leave it as soon as

their legislation takes shape. If we disregard

them, the remainder are all Middle or Southern
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States, with the exception of three fromNew Eng-

land. On this point, the United States courts fol-

low ineach State the rule of the State in which it

is sitting.

If wecompare the two groups, we notice at once

that the first includes nearly all the progressive

States; while, in most of the members of the sec-

ond group, the standard of culture is low. It is

not practicable to compare the morality of the two

groups, because in the one which prides itself upon

retaining the divine sanction for its legal proceed-

ings, and excluding all facts from its juries that

donot come from Christian sources, there is often

so little attempt made to punish crimes of a homi-

cidal nature that the criminal statistics are untrust-

worthy. The statistics of illiteracy, however, are

striking. The States which exclude atheistic evi-

dence have an illiterate element of about twenty-

four per cent., while the States which set up no

religious tests have a percentage of about twelve.

In other words, about one-fourth of the first could

neither read nor write in 1880; while only half as

many, or one-eighth, of the progressive class were

in this unfortunate condition.

Of course, we do not argue that the oath has

much effect upon culture or crime,but merely that,

whenacertain stage of mental growth is reached,

these restrictions upon the truth are felt to be ab-

surd, and are speedily gotten rid of.

Out of the twenty-six States and Territories for-

bidding the use of the religious test, eight-Dis-

trict of Columbia, Georgia, Indiana, Iowa, Maine,

Massachusetts, Nebraska, Utah-allow the relig-

ious opinions of the witness to be inquired into

to affect his credibility, permitting the jury to as-

sume that, if a man is not a believer, he is more

likely to be a liar. The supposition is so violent

that, in the absence of an express statute, such

evidence is too remote and inapplicable to be ad-

mitted. One or two States, like Oregon, have for-

bidden any such inquiries by constitutional provi-

sion, which prevents any change by statute. One

or two States, like Vermont, have passed statutes of

a similar tenor; but, apparently, such a statute is

merelydeclaratory, and thelaw would not be altered

byits repeal. In some of the States, the court has

held that evidence of admissions of infidelity by

the witness should be offered before he can be

asked anydirect questions about it ; but, although

there are no contradictory decisions, the practice

is not always in accordance with it. But the in-

quiry is seldom urged before an intelligent jury,

because it is apt to prejudice the case with them.

It seems odd that Massachusetts should be in this

small minority with Georgia and Utah, a minority

whose percentage of illiteracy is two per cent.

higher than the class it belongs to .
HENRY W. HOLLAND.

"THE assumption," says the Dubuque Times, "of

the right to aid any system of religious belief,

either by direct appropriation for its support or by

exemption of its property and belongings from

taxation, is contrary to the spirit of republican

government. When Massachusetts, as was the

fact prior to 1833, made every citizen taxable for

the support of the Protestant religion, whether he

was a Protestant or not, her constitution in this

respect bore the distinctive mark of religious des-

potism. Such a policy in its spirit, if not in its

method, is persecuting, no matter upon what

theory it is defended. Thus far,however, exemp-

tion of church property from taxation has worked

noserious injustice nor provoked veryserious oppo-

sition. But the time iscomingwhen the discus-

sion will become more earnest. The rapid accu-

mulation of property of the most valuable character

by church organizations will force the issue."

The Judex.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

BOSTON THEATRE was packed from floor to

ceiling last Sunday evening with an audience to

hear Col. Ingersoll.

SUPERSTITION still holds its place in some sec-

tions of Christendom with great tenacity. Speak-

ing of the earthquakes in the Spanish peninsula,

the Christian Statesman says :-

Faith holds that these, like all natural calamities ,

are part of the moral government of the world, and

have their connection with moral as well as with

physical law. They are punitive or retributive, hav-

ing respect to the sins of those who suffer by them.

They are warnings to other communities whose guilt

is equal or greater, according to our Saviour's words :

"Think ye that those eighteen on whomthe tower in

Siloam fell and slew them were sinners above all the

Galileans ? I tell you, Nay; but except ye re-

pent, ye shall all likewise perish." They are prophetic

tokens of the near approach of great crises in the

moral history of the world, and are more frequent at

such junctures than at other times.

If earthquakes specially singled out the sinners for

destruction, we should have more respect for the

Statesman's doctrine. But they seem to be a very

impartial kind of "government," engulfing saint

and sinner, Christian and infidel, together.

MRS. BLACKWELL has, we understand, spent

much time and money in the preparation of the

paper from her pen which appears in The Index

this week. She haunted the Astor Library till

there was some fear the clerks might tire of hunt-

ing up musty old volumes rarely called for, then

the same at the Mercantile and Cooper's Institute

and at the libraries in sister cities. Her studies

for some years past upon Heredity and kindred

subjects have succeeded in gathering to her own

bookcases many valuable books upon this sub-

ject. United States statistics had to be thor-

oughly studied,and some books from the Washing-

ton library. She has hunted the world pretty

fairly over in four or five languages, and culled
what seemed to be the best and most fair to both

sides of this longevity question. We are all

equally concerned in establishing facts, and their

bearings can hardly be overstated. The result

has been so much more clear and decisive than in

the beginning she had dared tohope that she is

exceedingly gratified. The fourth table holds im-

mense numbers,-over seven hundred and thirty

millions ofpeople tabulated, literally balancedby

sex! We commend her elaborate paper to all stu-

dents of sociology.

REV. JOSEPH Cook recently preached in the

First Presbyterian Church in New Orleans. His

sermon called out a letter from Rev. Charles A.

Allen, Unitarian, from which the following is an

extract :-

You saythat Ralph Waldo Emerson's influence is

"malarious,"-a man of whom the devout Methodist

Father Taylor said that he was the most Christ-like

man he ever knew. Emerson's sweet, saintly spirit ,

and noble Christian spirit, has done more than any

other single influence to purify and uplift our Ameri-

can civilization, literature, and social life. His books

inspire the best preaching of the age in every denom-

ination, and are eagerly read by the wisest and most

influential minds. You say of Emerson that "he

grew toward heaven at the end," meaning apparently

thathebecame more like you in creed before he died.

Butyouknow perfectly well that this statement, when

you made it inBoston,was publicly and emphatically

contradicted by Emerson's family and friends, who

intimated that the venerable saint had less and less

respect for you in his last years. One is reminded of

the Methodist Father Taylor's retort, that he would

rather go to hell with Emerson than have the com-

pany anywhere of certain modern Pharisees. You

group Unitarians with free-lovers, and insinuate that

they are no better. But youknow perfectly well that

no people in the North stand higher for personal

character than the Unitarians, and that free-love has

no more determined enemies than they.

THE PROBLEM.

For The Index.

When Time and Toildelay

To hasten a brighter day ;

When once impatient Fates

Wait at the outer gates;

And the Soul of Man, fast bound,

Encompassed with darkness round,

Vainly aspires toward light,

Seeks with its feeble might

Itself to utterly free,-

How shall deliverancebe?

TheAge is old and outworn,

But the Heir hath notbeenborn!

With his mouth at the ear of things,

Time saith : "I will fold my wings :

When the New Day dawns, I shall know.

Through darkness why should I go?"

And the Fates are shamed, and complain:

"Let a Master come again !

Weweary of work untaught,

For our efforts come to naught!"

These motionless, under ban,

What hope can there be for Man!

WALTER L. SAWYER.

THERE is seldom a line of glory written upon the

earth's face, but a line of suffering runs parallel with

it; and they that read the lustrous syllables of the

one, and stop not to decipher the spotted and worn

inscription of the other, get the least half of the les-

sonearth can give-F. W. Faber.

O YOU who linger on the night of toil

And long for day,

Take heart: the grandest hero is the man

Of whom the world shall say

That fromthe roadside of defeat he plucked

The flower of success ,

Bravely and with a modesty sublime,

Not with blind eagerness.

-W. T. Talbott.
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For The Index.

The Comparative Longevity of the Sexes.

BY MRS . A. B. BLACKWELL.

Anew grouping of statistics, the earliest of

modern date equally with the latest, proves be-

yond question that females are endowed with

longevity superior to males. Extended tables

have been prepared from the census returns of

manycountries, covering various periods of time ;

and they uniformly teach the following conclu-

sions :-

1. All ages included, the sexes are about equal

innumbers. The old countries have an excess of

women, the new of men. Statistics of emigration

added to the population of the country migrated

from or subtracted from those migrated to con-

firm this law. So do all aggregates, giving a due

proportion of the older and newer States ; and the

larger the aggregates, the more marked becomes

this constant equation.

2. But the sexes are not equal in numbers at

the same ages respectively. At all the early ages,

males are habitually in excess. At all the late

ages, females are habitually in excess; and the

larger the aggregates at the same ages, the greater

is the numerical inequality. At one probably

more or less variable period toward early middle

life there must, therefore, be a time when, other

things equal, the sexes in any country will be

numerically equal at the same age.

3. The younger the age compared, the larger,

other things equal, is the relative proportion of

males. More boys are born; but the excess dimin-

ishes from birth onwards in something like a reg-

ular gradation, until numerical equality at the

same age is reached. Then an excess on the female

side begins, and increases progressively, but much

more rapidly, to the end of life. Hence, at all

ages, life has a longer average to the female than

to the male. Records of births and of deaths con-

firm and correct the direct count of numbers in all
these particulars.

4. The relative proportion of boys and girls is

approximately the same in allcountries. Alarge

total excess of males or of females has no effect

on these ratios. The ratios of adult males and

females at specified ages are directly affected by

theproportion of the sexes in the total population.

5. The state of statistical science does not ena-

ble us to determine satisfactorily at what age the

sexes are equal in numbers. The period lies some-

where between fifteen and thirty-five; but we are

obliged to discount an obviously unusual imper-

fection of the records at about these ages, and

varying conditions probablymake the time differ

slightly in different countries.

rates and in life ratios. Taking the whole period

from fifteen or eighteen to seventy or seventy-five,

the sexes are almost balanced innumbers in every

country ; allowing of course for excess in the total

population of one sex over the other.

7. Mortality tables indicate that girls, like boys,

bear hereditary taints, and die, in consequence, at

any period of life; and yet, as indicated above,

that at every period of life the female has the

slightlybetterchance of survival. Idid not say
it is survival of the fittest. That phrase origi-

nated with Mr. Herbert Spencer. Note that the

male is not at the greatest disadvantage during his

years of greatest exposure. It is in his protected

infancy and in sheltered, restful age that his less

vitality is conspicuously manifested.

8. The general facts above stated have long

been known. Every census teems with them.

Life insurance and annuity tables have discounted

them, and yet their cumulative significance and

mutual relation seem to have escaped attention.

The facts have been treated as results probably

incidental and temporary, arising from complex,

highly variable causes. But the approximate uni-

formity of returns gathered from most widely

6. There are exclusive feminine ailments,

chiefly in middle life, which cause death by thou-

sands in every large community. In most coun-

tries, also, women are more subject to all that class| variable peoples, half savage and civilized,during

of diseases which, like consumption, arise oftener

from confined, impure air than from great expos-

ure; and these causes of extra feminine mortality,

most active in middle life, have become a steady

offset to extra male risks incident to business

enterprises, wars, dissipations, and hazards in gen-

eral, which are incurred in the active period of

vigorous manhood. Hence, distinctively during a

considerable period of middle life there is approxi-

mate equality of numbers between the sexes in death

a long term of years,points us to constitutional

causes beyond the control of ordinary contingen-

cies. Nature's constant method of maintaining

a complicated numerical balance is nature work-

ing in accordance with established order and law.

But, let the explanations be what they may, the

accompanying Tables and Statements, condensed

and summarized from a large mass of Tabulated

Statistics, will place the main facts alleged beyond

question :-

TABLES SHOWING NUMERICAL EQUALITY OF THE SEXES IN THE AGGREGATE, WITH INVERSE INEQUALITY AT THE

EARLY AND LATE AGES.

TABLE I. UNITED STATES IN 1880.

All Classes. United States Census . Colored, Chinese, Japanese, and Civilized Indians .

Total. Under 5. 5to 18. 18to 75. 75 and over. Under 5. 5to18. 75andover.

Male. Female.
Male. Female. Male. Female. Male. Female. Male. Female. Male. Female. Male. Female. Male. Female.

Alabama, 622,629 639,876 109,198 105,001 213,998 207,330

Arizona,

294,455 322,340 4,908 5,205 51,948 51,449 107,052 104,120 2,291 2,640

28,202 12,238 2,036 1,906 4,295 3,629 21,830 6,670 41 33 237

Arkansas,

223 687 571 4 6

416.279 386.246 72,834 69,616 135,769 130,306 205,957 184.680 1,719

California,

1,644 18,934 18.902 36,145 35,781 555 673

518,176 346,518 47,369 46,057 109,971 106,422 358,174 192,254 2,197 1,785

Colorado,

1,461 1,428

129,131 65,196

6,000

9,866

3,275
257

217

9,434 18,462 17,910 101,590 37,679 213 173 107

Connecticut,

118 265 252 5 4

305,782 316,918 31,780 31,091 78,179 77,333 190,627 201,246 5,142 7,248 613 659

Dakota Territory,

1,311

82,296 52.881

1,376 72 115

10,029 9,692 16,9641 15,945 55,098 27,047 205 197 149 146

Delaware,

265 264 5 9

74,108 72,500 9,190 9,145 21,806 20,869 42,387 41,481 725

District of Columbia,

1,005 1,860 1,949

83,578 94,046

4,141 4,010 119 186

10,385 10,250 23,044 24,683 49,565 58,034 584 1,079

Florida,

3,815 3,864 7.217 8,200 196 473

136,444 133,049 22,220 21,628 44,485 43,960 68,880 66,578 909

Georgia,

883 10,509 10,605 21.683

762,981 779,199

22.071 510 516

133,074 128,511 259,468 252,087 364,211

Idaho Territory,

391,507 6,228 7,08464,233

21,818 10,792

63,359 129,615 126,537 2,650 3,327

2,173 2,011 3,855 3,639 15,753 5,114 37 281 23

Illinois,

19 104 34 2

1,586,523 1,491,348 211,103 205,211 474,811 468,842 889,486 806,080 11,123 11,215 3,010

Indiana,

3,004 6,670

1,010,361 967,940

6,825
153

224

130,299 127,334 313,924 306,678 558,201 526,076 7,937 7,852

Iowa, 848,136 776,479

2,596 2,630 5,922 5,964 161
208

177,065 113,045 258,558

Kansas, 536,667 459,429 77,171

Kentucky, 832.590 816,100 126,241 122,106

Louisiana,

Maine,

468,754 471,192 76,249

324,058 324,878 32,660

74,834

31,727

Maryland, 462,187 472,756 61,802

Massachusetts, 858,440 924,645 90,647

Michigan,

251,552 404,967 406,351 6,546

74,533 162,655 153,374 294,799 224,813 2,042

276,452 270,003 423,228 416,968 6,669

150,092 150,061 238,904 238,560 3,504

84,345 82,511 188.395 206.528 7,737

61,152 140,107 139.305 256,166 266,736 4.112

88,660 212,961 214,565 542,551 603.503 12,281

5.531 576 602 1,465 1,467
32 34

1,709 3,152

7,023 20,898

3,068 7,356 7.261 166 197

20,732
45,338 45.222 1,061 1,465

4,065 40,806 40,483 78,984 78,822 2,429
2,672

8,658 102 115 258 251 18
27

5,563 15,221 15,493 32,224 32,891
920 1,322

17,917 1,028 1,054 1,991 2,099
93 142

862,355 774,582 105,631

Minnesota, 419,149 361,624 59,475

Mississippi,

102,219 235,391 228,991 492,903 436,114 8,422

57,734 119,703

7,258 1,479 1,426 3,228 3,266 148
139

117,872 237.381

567,177 564,420 99,318 96,558 195,885 190,251 268,083

Missouri, 1,127,187 1,041,193 157,762 153,161 355,438 346,072 608,087

183,565 2,690

273,483 3,891

536,045

2,453 304 269 557 564
9 22

4,128 58,641 58,060 117,122 114,856 2,352 2,662

5,900

Montana,

5,895 10,470 10,279 23,649
23,880 219 656

28,177 10,982 1,978 1,932 3,445 3,251 22,628

Nebraska,

5,777 26 22 217 194
2

376 372

249,241 203,161 36,585 35,571 69,513 65,645 322,213 101,160 930

Nevada,

785 171 182 338 355
4

5

42,019 20,247 3,207 3,090 5,691

New Hampshire,

5,653 34,054 1,459 67 41 161 174 553 364 20
14

170,526 176,465 15.504 15,069 39,572 39,548 10,916 16,117 4,544 5,731 44

New Jersey,

48 83 93 5
7

559.922 571,194 67,950 66,766 158,173 158,248 329,315 338,762 4,484

NewMexico,

7,418 2,320 2,346 4,967

64,496 55069

5,156
244

315

8,266 7,883 18,280 17,415 37,438 29,423 512 348

NewYork,

701 605

2,505.322 2,577,549

1,612 1,452
84

63

282,615 276,405 667,961

North Carolina,

669,957 1,521,578 1,593,041 33,168 38,151 3,401 3,452 7,009 7.551
402

527

687,908 711,842 117,813 115,304 230,232 221,932 333,260 366,445 6,603

Ohio, 1,613,936 1,584,126

8,111 47,256 47.782 94,416 92,858 2,128 2,724

205,981 199,446

Oregon, 103,381 71,387
1

479,710 471,568 909,529 894,420 18,716 18,692 5,178 5,054 11,912 11,960
398

459

Pennsylvania,

15

465 331 171 125 854 369 9

2,136,655 2,146.236

Rhode Island,

22,344 26,860 5.099

133,030 143.501

5,074 10,122 11,146
444

666

South Carolina,

1,664 2,754 307 345 689 715
33

74

490,408 505,169 4,441

Tennessee, 769,277 773,082

5,141 55,632 54,985 106,173 104,900 2,615
3,018

Texas, 837,840 753,909

254,297 324,179 389,938 5,863 6,695 34,202 34.366 70,596 70,602 1,305
1,855

Utah,

358,472 3,594

74,509 69,454

3,392 36,071 35,719 71,136
71,116 1,198

1,328

32,688 525 602 67

Vermont,

49 157 145 3
3

166,887 165,399

Virginia,

4,523 4,637 61 58 170) 169
13

6

745,589 766,976 118,390

Washington Territory,

8,162

45,973 29,143 5,310

9,268 52,257

West Virginia,

157 91 392

314,495 303.962 50,658 2,980

Wisconsin, 680,069

Wyoming Territory,

635,428 91,661 89,632 204,594 201,284 376,370 337,056 7,444

14,152

Aggregates,

6,637 1,264 1,170 1,930 1,824 10,942 3,635

2,906

6,456 430

1,911

369 1,028 771

1,961 4,186 4,068

407

3,32352,850 110,109 109,330 5,366

1

16
18

121
138

43

. 25,518,820 24,636,963 3,507,709 3,406,807 7,607,126 7,458,641 14,165,920 13,507,438 238.065 264,076 558,200 556,105 1,136,738 1,124,250 26,826 34,577

16

941 855

62

35

11.581 11,335 25,566 24,462 65,769 35,259

279,831 272,343 633,588 626,798 1,200,892 1,220.235

14,349 14,236 33,840 34,304 83,177 92.207

87,982 85,569 163,690166,933 231,052 250,769

127,831 122,162 261,404

142,915 137,108 263,988 254,937 427,343

13,022 12,569 24,468 23,595 36,494

17,439 16,652 43,974 42,296 100,951 101,814

116,297 247.843 242,731 371,254 398,680

5,000 10,548 9,873 29,958 14,179

48,652 105,255 101,143 155,602 151,261

Males in excess, 148,485 658,482

Females in excess,

2,155 12,488

Females to 100,000 males,. 1,000,000 96,544 100,000 97,123

26,011

100,000 98,048 100,000 95,351 100,000 110,926 100,000 99,613 100,000

7,751

98,901 100,000 128,893
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TABLE II. FOREIGN COUNTRIES PREVIOUS TO 1860.

Condensed from Professor Wappäu's Table, as given in United States Census, 1860.

Under5. 5to10. 10 to 15. 15 to70. 70to80. 80 to90. 90 and over.

girls, like bre

consequent

Indicated am

female ha
France,

England,
963,995

Idid
Scotland,

189,055 182,452 172,106 167,747 162,554

Male. Female. Male . Female. Male. Female. Male. Female. Male. Female.

1851 17,777,012 17,976,515 1,682,986 1,638,833 1,676,290 1,618,931 1,602,340 1,544,087 12,206,426 12,462,374

1851 8,781,225 9,146,384 1,176,753 1,171,354 1,050,228 1,042,131

1851 1,375,479 1,513,263

Male. Female. Male. Female. Male. Female.

949,362 6,737,010 5,704,907

154,896 1,555,715 957,375

504,591 572,886 97,382

179,746 216,518 42,113

27,440 37,707 7,569

129,463 6,697 9,941

57,132 2,816 4,980

11,815 679 1,271

Ireland,
1841 4,016,536 4,152,071 523,727 505,798 544,854 531,351 518,876 499,473 2.094,716 2,447,717 63,323 64,609 21,021 25,944 3,075 4,179

at phrase ag
Netherlands, 1849 1,498,678 1,557,971 173,499 171,028

Belgium,
1846 2,163,524 2,173,672 254,286 250,755

174,992 171,284

239,527 233,544

166,252 163,103 1,154,104 1,005,158 29,669 37.813 6,682 8,971 402 614

216,687 207,324 1,279,088 1,402,000 54,732
1

Note that Sweden, 1850 1,687,248 1,795,293 220,089 217,618 185,832 185,515 167,548

tage during
Norway,

1855 729,905 760,142 102,698 98,837 85,994 83,910 75,980

168,153 1,043,941 1,166,355

72,981 544,213

30.591

61,810 13,998 |

47,146 5,352

16,831 1,048 1,412

9,978 211 532

475,851 15,569 21,123 4,401 6,541 458 908

Denmark,

his prote
Schleswig,

1845 692,440 715,307

1845 179,726 183,174

86,743 86,389 77.613 75,737 70,634 68,813 350,298 459,625 15,739 19,442 3,317 4,941 191 360

23,779 22,664

Holstein,

ethat Spain,

1845 241,644 237,720

1857 7,670,671 7,793,407

32,994 32,944

20,517

29,101

0and under 15

Sardinia, 1838 2,072,707 2,053,028 247,953 242,960 237,753

PapalStates,
1853 1,599,729 1,524,449

ted have
UpperCanada,

1852

Lower Canada,
1852

swit
Aggregates,

497,664 451,020

444,893 437,749

51,429,079 52,471,165

Males in excess,

ave dis Females in excess, 1,042,086

Femalesto 100,000 males, 100,000 102,026

gnificace a

pedare :

sulta pob

184,175

233,407 429,272

171,986 181,024 168,819 *307,957

62,268

53.357

19,511 18,097 17,930 177,359 116.942

27,856 25,051 24,050 148,897 146,938

2,719,851 2,708,265 4,840,503 4,965,429

428,992 1,106,303 1,107,254

285,296 882,418 856,778

57,005 274,069 238,194

51,282 235.704 234,889

7,401,012 32,548,623 33,818,782 1,112,298

1,270,159

86,124 82,968 69,800 68,926

84,385 82,351 63,509 62,606

5,069,246 4,958,937 4,809,140 4,691,266 7,632,719
110,309 117,874

100,000 97,823 100,000 97,548

*From10 to 20.

90,964 100,000 103,902 100,000

TABLE III. SELECTED PERIODS, CLASSES, AND COUNTRIES.

3,907 4,952 882 1,090| 58 85

4,719 4,880 826 981 56 71

91,646 96,984 17,418 20,431 1,253 2,298

43,255 34,741 8,589 6,245 582 429

37,125 35,173 6,679 6,031 354 366

4,117

6,127

3,039 989

4,957

757 144 131

1,593 1,437 218 227

1,263,789 238,811 308,584 18,242 27,804

231,707

100,000

151,491 69,773 9,562

113,619 100,000 129,216 100,000 152,416

Fromcom

Proximse

mot

Total. Under5. 5to10. 10to15. 15to 70. 70to80. 80to 90. 90 and over.

vilizedb

CONCE

U.S., 1850. All classes,

ry co

MATE

185

Sex andnumber in excess,

Females to 100,000 males,

U.S., 1860. Free Colored,.

Sex and number in excess,

Females to 100,000 males,

234,119 253,951 32,843 33,075

97,674 100,000

30,700

Male. Female. Male. Female. Male. Female. Male. Female. Male. Female.

39,546

11,837,660 11,354,216 1,769,460 1,728,313 1,640,407 1,600,861 1,473,116 1,417,513 6,784,230 6,429,110

483,414 41,147 55,603 357,120

100,000 95,916 100,000 97,589 100,000 96,225 100,000

31,157

Male. Female. Male. Female. Male. Female.

127,460

94,818 100,000

39,446 29,953 135,472 153,596 3,198

19,832 233 457 493 18,124 640

100,000 108,470 100,000 100,706 100,000 101,488 100,000 98,380 100,000 113,377 100,000 120,012 100,000

der d U. S., 1860. Slaves, 1,982,625 1,971,135 322,156 331,010 287,299 288,650 276,928 264,320 1,074,194 1,063,483 15,433 15,724 4,627

11,491

they w 100,000 99,415 100,000

ts.c
23,909 20,085 2,962

3,824 200

ofTa
100,000 84,006 100.000

leged
77.353

100,000 99,450

93,483 2,203

100,000 103,906 100,000

58,680 4,574 194

CHE 54.106 42

100,000 7,794 100,000

Sex andnumber in excess,

Females to 100,000 males,

U.S. , 1860. Indians,.

Sex andnumber in excess,

Females to 100,000 males,

U.S. , 1870. Native White,

Sex and number in excess,

Females to 100,000 males,

U.S. , 1870. Colored,.

Sex and number in excess,

Females to 100.000 males,

U.S., 1870. Chinese,.

Sex and number in excess ,

Females to 100,000 males ,

14,086,509 14,009,156 2,356,293 2,279,587

2,393,263 2,486,746

76,706

100.000 96,740

396,812 394,609

2,015,664 1,961,818 1,998,699 1,932,224 7,487,225 7,594,065

8,854 1,351 12,608 10,711 291

102,748 100,000 100,472 100,000 95,447 100,000 99,002 100,000 101,885 100,000

2,762 2,734 2,364 2,656 2,272

370 384

15,091

2,807

12,284 241 172 143

69 45

93,247 100,000 86,466 100,000 85,542 100,000 81,399 100,000 71,369 100,000

129,774 36,727 40,655 6,260 7,990

2,314 3,928 1,730

110,695 100,000 127,635
1,570 455 768

565

101,815 100,000

3,838 1,005

313

156,218 100,000 168,791

5,334 1,988 2,614

707 626

115,279 100,000 131,488
82 13398

51

68,531 100,000 162,195

181,552

53,846

100,000 97,328

331,795 328,036

66,475

100,000

329,339

106,840

186,134 42,075|

5,582

96,674 100,000 101,426

315,972 1,299,265 1,406,787

100,000

25,714

3,659 13,467 107,522

49,013 4,090 5,756

6,938 1,666

102.523 100.000 116,489 100,000 140,733

27,292 7,553

2,578

9,398 2,785 4,652

1,845 1,867

99,444 100,000 98,867 100,000 95,941 100,000 108,275 100,000 106,136 100,000 124,427 100,000 167,038
152 184 91| 1,094 126

93 868

57,177 4,103

53,074

37 2 5

24 5

78,350 100,000 4,945 100,000 11,517 100,000 7.001 100,000 5,405 100,000

U.S., 1870. Indians,. 12,534 13,197 1,636 1,518 1,477 1,415 1,727 1,470 7,494 8,545 129 166 49 49 20 34

Sexandnumber in excess, 1,163 118 62 257 1,051 37 12

Females to 100,000 males, 100,000 105,289 100,000 92,787 100,000 95,802 100,000 85.118 100,000 114,024 100,000 131,746 100,000

Upper Canada, 1861,. 725,575 670,516 126,086 121,600 90,358 88,125 86,267 83,517 313,019 301,662 7,986 6,462 2,017

Sexandnumberin excess , 55,059 4,486 2,233 2,750 11,357 1,524

Females to 100,000 males, 100,000 92.411 100,000 96,442 100,000 97,528 100,000 96,800 100,000 96,371 100,000

327

82,168 100,000

Lower Canada, 1861,. 567,885 543,701 95,084 90,888 76,844 74,244 70,267 67,806 253,392 242,476 8,333

Sex and number in excess ,

Females to 100,000 males,

24,184 4,196 2,600 2,461 10,916 1,005

7,328 2,314

397

100,000 95.7411 100,000 95,587 100,000 96,616 100,000 96,497 100,000 95,692 100.000 88,203 100,000

Italy,1861, 10,897,236 10,880,098 1,494,564 1,465,127 1,188,775 1,156,926 1,083,993 1,056,452| 6,888,780 6,966,202 197,985

Sex andnumber in excess ,

Females to 100,000 males,

17,138 29,437 31,848 27,541 77,422 2,611

195,374 40.458

3,581

100,000 99,842 100,000 98,030 100,000 97,320 100,000 97,459 100,000 101,123 100,000 98,681 100,000

Italy, 1871, 13,472,262 13,328,892 1,878,059| 1,822,044
Sex and number in excess ,

Females to 100,000 males,

143,370 56,015

France, 1861,.

France, 1871, .

Uruguay,

Peru,

Chili,

19,263,699

1875
Sweden,

876,762 930.138

Denmark,

1882 2,218,343 2,360,772

Sex andnumber in excess,

Females to100,000 males,

Sex and number in excess,

Females to 100,000 males,

England and Wales, 1871,.

Sex and number in excess,

Femalesto 100,000 males,

England and Wales, 1881, .

Sex andnumber in excess ,

Females to 100,000 males,

British India, 1876,

Sex and number in excess,

Females to100,000 males , .

100,000 98,935 100,000 97,017

1,787,753 1,648,168 1,624,591 1,638,644 1,596,776 12,900,682 12,964,636

97,990

23,577

100,000 98,569

59.225

100,000

41,868

100,000 97,444 100,000 100,495

18,645,271 18,741,037| 1,824,408
95,766 36,655

100,000 100,513 100,000

17,982,511 18,120,410 1,696,951 1,655,066 1,668,568 1,609,343 1,597,799 1,543,018 12,282,109 12,477,177

137,899 41,885 54,781

100,000 100,766 100,000 97,531 99,417 100,000 96,571 100,000 101,588

11,058,934 11,653,332 1,536,464 1,534,812 1,350,819 1,355,707 1,220,770 1,203,469 6,665,833 7,210,889
594,398 1,652 4,888 17,310 544,056

100,000 105,374 100000 99,892 100,000 100,361 100,000 98,582 100,000 108,176

12,639,902 13,334,537 1,757,657 1,763,207 1,568,579 1,578,817 1,402,230 1,398,101 7,607,523
694,65 5,550 10,238 4,129

100,310 100,000 100,652 100,000 99,705100,000 105,495 100,000

97,892,195 92,381,532

5,510,676

100,000 94,370

TABLE IV. THE NUMERICAL BALANCE OF LARGE

Europe.

United Kingdom,

France,

Germany,.
Switzerland,

Belgium,

Austria-Hungary,
Norway,

AGGREGATES.

Male. Female.

1881 17,254,109 17,987,372

1881 18,656,518 18,748,772

1880 22,185,433 23,048,628

1880 1,394,626 1,451,476

1881 2,790,608 2,795,238

1880 18,522,547

Columbia,

Venezuela,

British Guiana,

Brazil,

Paraguay,

35.788,154 31,182,746

4,605,408

100,000 107,423 100,000

1,469,582 1,427,332

42,258

1,328,748 1,288,433 8,477,006 8,500,520
40,315 23,514

263,043

25,607

100,000 97,125 100,000 97,459 100,000 100,277 100,000 90,265 100.000

519,326

63,954 ..

624,096 107,866

104,770

237,436 52,230

3,285

100,000 100,000 170,000

1,690 305

37

268

13,787 100,000 87,868

1,917 350 293

57

82,843 100,000 83,714

36,877 2,681 3,140

459

91,148 100,000 117,120

48,945 3,594 4,182

588

93,710 100,000 116,360

133,695 6,177 9,490

25,829 3,313

100,000 120,174 100,000

624,222 681,414 106,851

195,068 57,192

123,945 100,000 153,634

145,250 6,011 9,142

38,399 3,131

100,000 109,162 100,000

231,978 273,982 50,258

42,004

135,936 100,000 152,087

69,161 2,814 5,312

18,903 2,498

100,000 118,106 100,000 137,611 100,000 188,770

8,172,250

564,727

248,180 304,097 53,100

55,917

72,637 2,733 5,428

19.537 2.695

122,530 100,000 136,792 100,000 198,609

under12 over 12

100,000 87,131

62,104,045 61,198,786 Showing the much larger propor-

905,259 tion of males in youth than in

100,000 98,542 age in India as else where.

South America. Male. Female. Asia. Male. Female.

1,434,129 1,517,194 China, 5.312,523 5,206,414

1,005,518 1,069,727 Japan, 18,598,998 18,101,120

1871 108,792 84,699 Ceylon, 1881 1,470,993

1872 5,176,985 5,362,344 Hong Kong,. 1880 115,369

28,076 106,254 Straits Settlements,

226,580 211,665 Labaun,

1880 281,687

1880

1,290,103

45,033

141,697

3.927

1876 1,365,895 1,344,050
TotalAsia,

1,097,628 1,101,552

Falkland Islands, 1880 957 577 GrandTotal,

Total SouthAmerica, 10,444,570 10,798,062

1880 967,360
Holland,

1,001,679
Africa. Male. Female.

British India,

1883
Servia,

2,064,392 2,108,579

Roumania,

1874 694,756 657,766 Algeria, 1881 1,772,406 1,538,006

1877

Russia,

2,618,136 2,454,864 Egypt proper, 1882 3,406,000
3,414,000

Aggregate,.

Spain,
1882 49,971,817 50,400,736 Orange Free States, 1880 70,160 62,368

Italy,

Portugal,

1877 8,253,293 8,500,292 Cape of GoodHope,
1875 369,628 351.356

1878
2,175,829 2,374,870 GoldCoast, 1880 7,215 6,935

1881
Greece,

14,265,523 14,193,928
Mauritius, 1881 208,340 152,020

Malta,

1879 881,080 798,695 Lagos, 1880 31,201 29,345

Gibraltar,
1881 76,959 77,239 St. Helena, 1880 2,573 2,486

1881 8,527 9,487
Total Africa, 5,867,523 5,556,516

Total Europe,

United States,.

165,876,618 169,164,230

Australasia. Male. Female.
NorthAmerica. Male. Female.

New Zealand, 1883 307,673 254,133

1880 25,518,820 24,636,963 Tasmania,Canada,
Newfoundland,

Nicaragua,
Honduras,

British West Indies,

Bermuda,.

1881 61,162 54,543

1881 2,188,854 2,135,956 Victoria, 1881 452,083 410,263

1874 83,283 78,091 Queensland,. 1881 136,044 98,066

1883 136,947 138,867 New South Wales, 1881 547,193 438,385

1880 14,108 13,344 South Australia, 1881 155,335 178,174

1861 452,372 481,634 Western Australia, 1881 17,062 12,646

1871 5,302 6,579 Oceanica,. 1878 34.103 23.883

Total North America,
28,399,686 27,491,434 TotalAustralasia, 1,710,655 1,470,093

NativeStatesof India, :::

Upper Canada in 1784 recorded 24,552 males

under fifteen, and 22,513 females under fourteen,

the sexes being classed as under and over these

ages respectively. Thus, in their degree, earlier

records confirm the more modern ones.

The tables show that the various colored races

of this country conform to the rules rather less

strikingly than the whites, and that each country

usually has certain uniformities in the different

census years, special to itself. How far such varia-

25,783,497

2,371

24,787,038

238,082,549 239,267.373

Male. Female.

101,292,049 97,498,349

28,684,722 26,465,734

731,290,776.
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tions aredue to inaccurate returns and how far to

other causes is not easy to determine.

The relative numbers of the sexes at birth vary

considerably within certain limits ; yet civilized

and savage, prolific and unprolific nations main-

tain similar birth-rates, as a few more figures

will indicate :-

BIRTHS .

Male. Female.

France (1881), 469,181 450,996

Ireland(1882), 64,819 61,021

Madras (1880), 339,301 320,690

Switzerland (1882), 44,319 41,668

Italy(1881), 557,029 524,096

Punjab (1880), 298,229 246,430

Belgium( 1879), 89,339 85,302

Austria (1881), 428,922 404,554

Germany(1880), 898,996 849,690

Oudh(1880),. 5,860,960 5,546,665

More males than females are still-born, and

many more die at every age under five years.

Whether there is any people or condition inwhich,

with large enough numbers and a well-sifted

count, there are more girls than boys at birth, is

limited his great heritage, has thrown away his

birthright of years for worse than a mess of pot-

tage. What, then, are some of the constitutional

causes of the superior longevity of women, and

whatarenature's methods in securing this result ?

ural condition of the special organism; and a

high, widely differentiated, and many featured

general organism is always accompanied by a

carefully and broadly differentiated reproductive

system.

Now, whenever a crystal takes a definite, specific

form, we understand that a part of the forces which

contribute to this result reside within the material

which is crystallized, but, at the same time, that

the size and perfection of the crystallization is

largely dependent also upon outside forces. In

heredity, characters are transmitted both from, and

jointly from the paternal and the maternal ances

try. But the mother is also largely the environ-

ment. If that is of a low order or inharmonious,

the results are unsatisfactory and tend toward

dissolution. But if the environment is favorable,

All organic existence is fundamentally differen-

tiated in the two classes of functions, the individ-

ual and the reproductive, with their corresponding

direct and indirect modes of nutrition and growth.

Between these basal divisions organic antago-

nism arises, because of the common necessity that

both systems shall be sustained from the same

source of supplies, and because the resulting activ-

ities must take opposed directions. But, in the

process of evolution, both systems are compelled

to mutual adaptations and to many various modes

of co-operation for their joint advantage. They

are like rival nationalities forced into alliance both | if it is highly adapted to foster and carry forward

offensive and defensive, in league with, but also

inceaseless struggle against, the common environ-

all the many various and often diverse forces

which are marvellously grouped, co-operative,

and held in growing equipoise,then the result isdoubtful. The years of special fatality to girls | ment, which becomes helpful or harmful precisely

vary greatly in different countries and conditions ;

and comparative death-rates, like other death-

rates, vary with the civilization. India not only

burned widows and destroyed female infants,

but, like the most of Asia, it still is a vast prison

to one sex, which in consequence dwindles to a

minority. Fiercer tribes, as in Paraguay, slaughter

their men in war; but most of these have no

census returns. In all civilized countries, emigra-

tion is the great disturbing element in the numer-

ical balance of the sexes. Table IV. embraces

multitudes of men on foreign soil. Others are in

Turkey, Persia, and at all the ends of the earth

not tabulated. The Argentine Confederation in

1875 reported 9,130 Italians, 4,030 Spaniards,

3,238 Frenchmen, 10,709 British, 5,860 Swiss, and

4,997 Germans. The unrecorded wanderers may

be properly offset by the surplus men of Asia;

though India, having nearly a seventh of the en-

tire population of the globe, with 6,000,000 more

men than women, is clearly to be counted out

from our estimate.

as they together succeed in adjusting themselves | evolution.

to its helpfulness or in overcoming its harmfulness .

It is not held that nature maintains a numerical

balance of the sexes under all conditions, but that

the larger number of males at birth, and the

greater longevity of females, so far persistently

balance each other that equality of numbers in

the aggregate is maintained, other things equal,

in all of our best civilizations. The table in-

cludes the leading countries of the world and the

colonies of Great Britain. The dependencies of

other nations would not greatly affect the result.

Like conditions give similar returns, and the close

balance is remarkable.

There are two possible explanations of the facts

given in the above summary and in the tables.

One is: that the hereditary results of male hard-

ships, hazards, or excesses, transmitted to the

same sex only, have been so great that the aver-

age of life to that sex has become grievously short-

ened thereby. The other is that the feminine

constitution, much beyond the male constitution,

being differentiated in the two classes of organic

functions distinguished as individual and repro-

ductive, together with the earlier limitation of the

latter, the female gains thereby a greater reversion

of energy towardthe close of life, as well as a larger

available reserve, which in case of need may be

called into vicarious action at all ages. Increased

longevity thus resulting,primarily affecting females

only, if inherited by both sexes, would tend to the

extension of the average life of the race. This

result would be parallel to the increase of size and

strength to the entire species, superiority in this

directionhaving arisen primarily in the male line
ofdescent.

For one, I cannot find evidence that man has

The inevitable, the unpreventable antagonism

between these two mutually dependent systems

has been recognized, and, as it seems to me, has

been pushed into undue prominence by men of

science and philosophy, simply because the contin-

uous adaptations and co-operations which also

exist have not received from them an equal

amount of attention. I think it is quite possible

to show you that the active mutual adjustments

for mutual benefit have become of such positive

advantage to both as to have quite succeeded in

annulling, possibly in something more than merely

annulling, all of the disadvantages of the direct an-

tagonism. The advantage gained is like that to a

ship sailing almost in the eye of the wind. If un-

managed, the wind would blow dead against the

ship's progress ; but, by steady proper management

and constant shifting of the sails, it is made to pro-

pel the ship forward, though with some obliqueness

of direction, and thus to become a positive advan-

tage. In a closely parallel way, the innate princi-

ple of perpetual plastic adaptation, which pertains

to all organisms, has succeeded through this very

antagonism in forwarding both individual and

race interests. With attention too exclusively

directed to the benefits which accrue to the race,

individual gain may be easily misinterpreted. It

is within the domain of these complex adjust

ments and to the distinctive methods of their co-

operation that I invite you to look, in order to

find the reason for the superior longevity of
women.

Two general laws govern all organic adaptations :

(1) In all orders of organic beings, evolution is

always twofold, individual and reproductive,-

with continuous mutual adjustment between the

two, with growing differentiation in each, and with

corresponding advance in both.

(2) Just in the degree to which characters of

Think of it ! If electricity, in addition to being

generated by two unlike metals,must be properly

stored, properly conducted, and properly applied

through a long, complex series of most delicate

yet effective contrivances, in order to achieve good

and desired work, how much more the require-

ments of the living human germ in its progress

toward its mature royal heritage ! The male of all

species has acquired advanced size and many

new bony and muscular and mental and moral

differentiations. But the female of all species,

conversely, has acquired in advance or inexclusive

right a mechanism and functions most delicate yet

instinct with subtle, living forces held in readiness

for efficient co-operation, for impersonal, organic

benevolence in transmitting gifts to the unborn

generations ; and, also, she is the embodiment of

an associated but unique power, more closely

inwrought with her own emotional, intellectual,

and moral nature, which is uniquely modified

accordingly, and in due time is transmitted to the

same sex and, to a large extent, to both sexes. All

this means so much in relating her, on the one

hand, to all the past of her race through her adap-

tations to the masculine development and, on the

other, to all the future of her race by her privilege

to be the final dispenser of every gift of good or

evil that, in remembrance of this mighty media-

torship between past and future good, between the

endless becoming from one present to an instantly

higher present, the lifeless and unconscious up-

lifted into the living and conscious, Imay surely

venture to affirm that, whoever has not given the

female due credit in the evolution of her race, he

it is who has never given this side of the subject

due attention.

But by what methods has Nature succeeded in

giving this type of pre-eminence in a lesser degree

to the females of the lowest ranks of her living

kingdom and in a steadily ascending degree up-

whatever kind, acquired by habit or otherwise, | ward to the mothers of the human race? The

have become of a high order, have become of

great physical or psychical value or of many and

various classes of values, just in that degree these

characters, if transmitted to descendants and thus

made permanent to the race, have required and

havefound responsive and corresponding differen-

tiation and advancement in the organism through

which and by which such transmission has been

effected.

It is notable that this double-phased, doubly

responsive progress in the primary and in the

dependent systems has been everywhere steadily

and obviouslymaintained along all of the various
lines of development. A low structural condition

of the general organism is allied to a low struct-

answer is both easyand explicit: Simply through

the habitual process of nourishing first and best

that part ofevery organism which has been called

most into active exercise.

Through the joint aid of the blood circulation

and the nerves, especially of the sympathetic ner-

vous system, Nature always gives her special atten-

tion to wherever there are special needs. Now,

the growth and exercise of muscle and of its vari-

ous dependencies are pre-eminently attended to in

the maleeconomy. In treating of this part ofthe

subject somewhat fully elsewhere, I venture to

call the masculine type the "peripheral" type of
adapted organic growth and activities. But the

general nutrition of the female is conspicuously
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adapted to, perhaps is subordinated to, her special

functions. Hers may be properly designated the

"central" type of organic growth and activities.

Hence, advantage and differentiation with him

are largely peripheral. Male evolution, as Mr.

Darwin has illustrated, has been everywhere

marked by the development of many external

appendages. But advantage and differentiation

with the female are much more centralized.

Her thoughts and feelings and volitions are

more closely interwoven than his, and her whole

nature is curiously modified by her feminine organ-

ization.

Pre-eminent feminine longevity seems to have

prevailed ever sincethe first differentiation of sex-

ual life. In the flower, the centralized sex element

must live to nourish its fruit in place, giving to

its direct appendages a better chance of survival.

Apparently from a like necessity and from con-

tinuance of acquired habit, many female insects

are much longer-lived than the males. There is

some authority for the assertion that superior lon-

gevity pertains to the females of some higher ani-

mals, of some domestic animals ; and there is

small reason for supposing that, if the subject had

ever been fully investigated and tested, the law

would fail among any living species. Each as-

direct growth of the fruit-buds, because vegetable

nutrition is not simple, but double-sided, and the

two divisions are not in continuous equal action.

The female of the polar bear, like the plant, hiber-

nates, that its offspring mayreap the benefit; and

the dormant state of the pupa of the insect,with

its sleep of the senses, forwards the development

of the higher organism by suspending the use of

energy inexhausting muscular and sense processes.

Subjectively considered, diversity of functions not

entirely adapted towork evenly and continuously

together are both the occasion and the final cause

of all varieties of dormancy. Excessive activity

in one direction conduces to corresponding rest

elsewhere, till working and resting have become

alternate in all organic functions, with adapted

but various periodicity in all, simultaneously or

successively.

This class of adjustments, efficient in all vital

processes, is conspicuously effective in the femi-

nine constitution. Hence, the stronger hold on

life which the infant girl has in advantage over

the boy. Her little life, like his, hangs suspended

by a thread to its pitiless new surroundings; but

the thread has two strands of nearly equal size,

carefully intertwisted throughout and ready to

give mutual support, and upon the one strand

cending race probably has progressively increased | there is almost no present strain. The boy's life

in length of life, and thehabit of one sex been in-

herited by the other, to the advantage of both;

but the superior longevity itself appears to have

had, primarily, adirect relation to the special femi-

nine functions, while timehas but evolved amuch

more complex adjustment of means to ends.

With our own race, Nature has handed over to

the reproductive system of one sex an exceptionally

large amount of work to be done, and yet she has

exceptionally restricted the time for doing it.

Then, in proportion to the amount of energy per-

manently retained for individual use, she has care-

fully diminished the size of the organism. Per-

haps we should say rather, in view of our ex-

planation of man's superior bulk, she has not

increased the size of the organism beyond adue

proportion to the amount of energy permanently

devoted to individual upholding. It follows that

in any and every emergency the two systems,

which have been more equally equipped in the

feminine than in the masculine economy, can give

toeach other the more efficient aid and support at

all times, and that the secondary can restore to

its primary an almost entire reversion of energy

inlate life.

is suspended by amuch larger single thread, less

thoroughly intertwisted with its verymuch smaller❘

companion strand, which is able togive it almost

no efficient support. Hence, four hundred and

nineteen boys to only three hundred and eighty-

one girls out of every thousand died in the United

States in 1880; and similar proportions are main-

tained habitually among all classes and in all

times and countries about which we have infor-

mation. Vital adjustments become more intimate

just in proportion to their complexity and differ-

entiation, because the laws of all growth perpet-

ually lead in this direction. Close adaptation and

kind? Instead of inferring thatwomanhas been

placed at a disadvantage in the race of life, when

the subject has been brought into the domain of

exact science, as it readily can be in certain direc-

tions, itmaybe found that she has various calcu-

lable and definite advantages over man, her now

demonstrated superior longevity being one case

inpoint. I find no evidence that, as Prof. Ward

suggests in his Dynamic Sociology, there is an

abnormal feature in the feminine constitution

which has been in some sense grafted upon Nat-

ure, but subsequently adopted and adaptedby her

in the best way possible. On the contrary, there

seems to be the clearly traceable footsteps of one

steady progression upward to the decided and in-

creased advantage of the woman. Whether or not

it will be found in time that, all things considered,

the male is at a disadvantage as compared with

the female of his species, there are notcomparative

data enough to determine. It seems probable that

here, as elsewhere in all the aggregate interests of

the sexes, Nature steadily maintains a constant

moving equilibrium by diverse adjustments, as she

does in maintaining their numerical equality in

the aggregate.

Woman has less growth to make, and she has

more available power to make it rapidly. She is

precocious physically and mentally, and attains an

earlier maturity ; yet, as we have seen, she does

not reach earlier physical decadence. On the con-

trary, her physical vigor is the more prolonged.

Neither has it been found that her psychical

powers have fallen below the physical in any

unusual degree. In normal conditions, an acces-

sion ofstrength to either means an equal accession

to both. The statistics which can establish the

prolonged mental vigor of the woman are not

abundant; yet, so far as theyprove anything, they

look strongly in that direction. Alargepercentage

of the few women who have been noted as brain

workers have worked easily and well till late in

respect with any equal number of men. Judging

from the sustained mental alertness of the women

of the last fifty years, some new light may proba-

bly be thrown upon that question, even during the

lifetime of the existing generation.

co-operation within and without everywhere lead | life, and theycompare more than favorably in that

to the possibility of survival; hence, the slightly

better chance of life at all ages to the female.

The habitual longevity is preserved by new grow-

ing adjustments. The head wind has become the

motive power to propel the ship. The antago-

nism has become transformed to healthful co-part-

nership.

In middle life, individual well-being becomes

less assured to the woman. Her mental life must,

in a great degree, conform itself to existing condi-

tions; and, possibly, the whole tone of her activi-

ties, physical and psychical, is lowered and her

abilities are depressed. But, when the cycle of spe-

cial activities is completed and permanentdormancy

begins, can there be but one result, increased

vigor to all individual power, physical and psychi-

cal ? Here, we find the farther explanation of

woman's pre-eminent longevity; here, the hope of

a renewed and prolonged intellectual strength;

here, the compensating advantages for all previous

disadvantages. Nature cares no more for the

female than for the male : she does care something

more for the race than for either singly; and her

provision for the young has givenappreciable extra

advantages to that parent withwhom their inter-

ests are most closely allied, and the reserve of all

such advantages is handed back to her late in life.

The largest bud of the walnut bears the female

flower; the best nurtured silk-worm grub proves

to be the female; in all ranks below fishes, rep-

tiles, and birds, the females are always larger,

often much larger, than the male. Then was it

scientific to assume that disadvantage begins for

the female among the higher races just where

broader differentiations and detailed higher adap-

The two classes of functions are not alike con-

tinuously active. Let us recall just here that all

kinds and degrees of organic dormancy short of

total inactivity chiefly affect certain functions

only ; while other functions avail themselves of

exactly that opportunity for bringing up arrears

and making good an advanced position. Thus,

simple rest when tired, the rest of sleep, the

winter rest of trees, and the hibernation of

some animals are only a few of the many forms

of dormancy through which all halting energies are

enabled to keep within working distance of their

numerous co-laborers. Ordinary sleep, a more or

less completedormancy of the senses and the voli-

tions, enables many of the advanced nutritive

processes to be more effectually active than is pos-

sible in awaking condition. Circulation, respira-

tion, and digestion are retarded; but wearied

muscles, overwrought nerves, and exhausted brain

are all refreshed during sleep, as they never are

whenthere is free expenditure in all directions.

Independent of cold, darkness, and dryness, in

adaptation to which dormant habits have, doubt

less in part, arisen, "plants need a season of rest"

indirect growth as opportunity and aid to the in- tations also begin and progress upward to man-

CORRESPONDENCE.

A DEFENCE OF THE LATTER DAY SAINTS

OF NEW ENGLAND.

Editors of The Index:-

In your paper of Oct. 9, 1884, is an article by Mrs.

Ellen E. Dickinson, headed "A Colony of 'Latter

Day Saints' on Cape Cod."

There are several misstatements in the article.

First, "There are Mormons in many parts of New

England, and particularly in Massachusetts there are

several communities of these deluded people." How

does Mrs. Dickinson know that they are " deluded" ?

It is quite probable that it is she who is "deluded."

The Latter Day Saints, with branches scattered all

over New England, are not now and never were a

part of the Utah fraction; and the majority of the

members know no more about the practical life of po-

lygamythan Mrs. Dickinson herself.

In the latter part of November, 1865, Elder James

W. Gillen reached Fall River as a representative of

the church opposed to polygamy. He held several

meetings, and some were baptized; and on Dec. 8,

1865, abranch of the church was organized with eight

members. From this smallbeginning, the church has

grown in New England to over six hundred mem-

bers, who live in peace with their neighbors , anddo

not believe in "free-will affinity," as alleged by Mrs.

Dickinson.

Mrs. Dickinson says, "In short, here, as in all lo-

calities where the Mormons live or have lived, they

demoralize their neighbors; their terrible doctrines

permeate the whole moral atmosphere, and . it
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seems impossible to get rid of the taint." This state-

ment is a perversion of the truth, and is not borne

outby the facts. Let her make a tour of Massachu-

setts and Rhode Island where these people live, and

ask those for whom we labor and with whom we do

business, and learn how much we "demoralize" the

community. Go to New Bedford, where the writer of

this article lives; go to Fall River, Boston, Provi-

dence, Brockton, North Plymouth, Plainville, and

you will find that not many notable ones of earth

have believed our statement of the "story of the

cross." But, as poverty is not a sin nor a crime, are we

to be despised because of this? If we are poor, we

can tell the truth and maintain it, and ask no favor

from friend or foe but a fair field, and fear no on-

slaught, whether it comes from press or pulpit.

Will Mrs. Dickinson show where the wives and

daughters of our brethren are not as virtuous and

pure as any society that Mrs. Dickinson has ever

mingled with, and our homes as free from any pol-

luted "taint" as any house in which she ever dwelt

or entered? We do not intend to sit idly down, and

suffer such insults to pass unnoticed, while public

writers uncork their vials of wrath against us. I

deny that any person, a member of this church in

Dennisport or elsewhere, is living in wedlock con-

trary to the laws of this State, and that such things

are winked at by the officers of this church.

If Mrs. Dickinson has the evidence, let her furnish

it; and the case will be attended to. As a church,

we teach (and practise what we teach) that a man

should have but one wife and a woman but one hus-

band, and the church has no authority to divorce

either man or wife. This matter belongs to the law

ofthe land.

We are prepared to acknowledge that there are

"black sheep" among us, as in all churches; but it is

not the doctrines that have made them so: it is a

perversion of the truth that makes men bad. And,

wherever the doctrines, as taught by the Latter Day

Saints, have been observed and practised in the

letter and spirit, they have made men better citizens,

husbands, and fathers, and women better wives and

mothers, and children better sons and daughters .

Mormonism, as taught and practised in Utah, is the

truth perverted; and, so far as I have been able to

learn, Joseph Smith is no more responsible for their

hellish doctrines than Jesus Christ was for the sor-

did, devilish, and selfish desire of Judas, who for

thirty pieces ofglittering silver betrayed his Saviour.

Mrs. Dickinson claims to have had an interview

with one Captain Howes. There is, at Dennisport,

Captain Loring E. Howes, a member of the church;

and she says that he told her "that Elder Pratt trans-

lated aBible for us." In this, she must be mistaken;

for Elder Pratt never translated the Bible for the

Latter Day Saints. We have a translation of the

Bible among us; but Elder Pratt never made it,

although he had as much right as any Bible Union or

other clergyman to translate it.

We are the only people who claim to have a trans-

lation by the revelation of God: all other translations

are claimed to be by the wisdom of man.

Joseph Smith, Jr., never attended a conference on

the Cape, though there has been a Smith there, and

he expects to be there again on the last Saturday in

January, 1885; and you are requested to attend, and

every facility will be accorded you to learn all you

desire to know about this people who "demoralize

their neighbors," but you must be careful lest you

get the "taint." It seems to be a marvel of surprise

to Mrs. Dickinson that children of LatterDay Saints

should be educated in the public schools. Is she not

aware that the church is thoroughly American on

this subject, and is in full sympathy and accord with

the school system of our State, and any person who

observes the laws of the Latter Day Church will love

and cherish the laws of this great republic, no matter

uponwhatsoil he was born ?
JOHN SMITH.

NEW BEDFORD, MASS., 679 Purchase Street.

THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT.

Editors of The Index :-

In the last number of The Index, Jan. 1, 1885, I

read George Kempton's letter in response to a criti-

cism, in a previous issue, of his method of advocat-

ing the temperance movement.

I have been an advocate of total abstinence for

more than fifty years, and of prohibitory law ever

since prohibition has been able to make itself felt

anywhere, and have witnessed the beneficial results

ofbothmeasures wherever theyhavehad strength to

obtain a foothold. But the results have only been

partially effective through the length and breadth

of the land; and Mr. Kempton's method presents it-

self to my mind as the most plausible, and, if gen-

erally adopted, will prove the most efficient of any

plan ever yet conceived. The only surprising fact in

the case is that neither Neal Dow nor any of us has

heretofore ever thought of it as an instrumentality.

The plan is plausible, because every man will look

out for his own interest; and, although he may be in-

clined to indulge his own appetite, he will not be dis-

posed to pay too much for the same gratification of

his neighbor in abusiness way.

Everybody will admit that drunkenness is a great

evil, if not a crime. Even the drunkard himself will

not deny it, although he may feel too weak to exer-

cise the duty of self-denial. He needs some motive

more powerful than an appeal to his moral sense or

the personal injury he is inflicting upon himself and

family, because the indulgence of an abnormal appe-

tite is too strong for him to resist without a still

stronger selfish motive to antagonize it. I never con-

versed with an habitual drinker, whether moderate

or immoderate, who did not assert that his own man-

hood was his self-protection, and that a man who

had not self-control was not worth saving; and so on

to destruction they would go, until convinced that

ruin was before them. They would then make a

struggle, in at least three cases out of five unsuccess-

fully; the three falling back into their old acquired

habit.

Such men require strong measures,-either give up

drinking or starve .

It is to be hoped that Mr. Kempton will forward

some of his documents to some of the earnest tem-

perance advocates in Maine.

The same Index contains an article onhard times, by

Mr. Hudson Tuttle; and, although excellently well

written, it does not suggest any efficient remedy

except "just and harmonious distribution." How is

that to be brought about? I leave the question to be

answered by those who know .

The Farmer's Union contains the following article :-

Viewedfrom merely an economical stand-point, the con-

sumption of intoxicating liquors is a national evil of such

gigantic proportions as few people fully realize. Some in-

teresting statistics , recently gathered, show the amounts

expended annually by the people of this country for some

staple articles of use tobe as follows:-

Bread,

Meat,.

Sugar andMolasses ,

Public Instruction,

Missions,

Intoxicating liquors,

$505,000,000

303,000,000

155,000,000

85,000,000

5,000,000

900,000,000

Here the story is told. Hard times, indeed, when

the worse than useless expense for intoxicants is

about $100,000,000 more than the expense of the na-.

tion for bread and meat. And look at the utterly in-

significant expenses for public instruction and for

missions. Away with the accursed thing from the

face of the earth!

D. S. GRANDIN.

UPPER GLOUCESTER, ME.

P.S.-The Index of January 1 quotes from the

Christian Statesman that Mr. Blaine lost his election

for travelling on Sunday. The Statesman quotes the

prophet Jeremiah as appropriate to the occasion.

Rev. Mr. Jasper, the colored preacher, said, upon

Scripture authority, "The sun do move. " A New

England preacher, addressing his congregation of

about equal intelligence, said, "An elegant writer,

speaking of Jesus and agreat philosopher, said, 'The

philosopher died like a philosopher, but Jesus like a

god. "

Hedid not know the name of the "elegant writer"

nor the name of the "philosopher," but had heard

the anecdote somewhere. The audience he was ad-

dressing swallowed it. As the "elegant writer" was

aconvert to Christianity from Paganism about the

year 200 A.D., he perhaps knew how the mortal

pagan godsdied.

When a writer to-day quotes Jeremiah and the

Jewish law as applicable to our Sunday, and assumes

it to be the holy Sabbath of which the prophet spake,

we should judge both writer and readers to be about

equal in intelligence to the two distinguished preach-

ers above mentioned, and equally competent to teach

astronomy and history; or we should judge the writer

intentionally to pervert his authority.

D. S. G.

BOOK NOTICES.

THE COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS OF ALFRED LORD

TENNYSON, Poet Laureate. Illustrated.

The principal merit of this edition of Tennyson is

its completeness up to date, and this within the

limits of a single volume of about four hundred

pages. Everything is here, the earlier poems and the

dramas as well as the idyls and the lyrics of his

mid-career. It follows , of course, that the type is

rather small; but the fact that there are two columns

to a page must be considered. Another advantage of

this edition, and a great one, is that it contains the

article upon Tennyson by Anne Thackeray Ritchie,

which appeared in Harper's Monthly about ayear ago.

It is the nearest approach that we have had to any-

thing like intimate knowledge of one of the most

famous and secluded persons of the time, and the

spirit of its execution has no taint of the irresponsi-

ble interviewer whatsoever. There is a full-length

picture of Tennyson on page eight. The frontispiece

pictureofhim is superb.

IN CASE OF ACCIDENT. By Dr. D. A. Sargent. Illus-

trated. Boston: D. Lothrop & Co. pp. 125.

The contents of this little volume should be read

and reread by every one until the plain, practical

lessons, which are imparted in its dozen short chap-

ters, be clearly imprinted upon the memory, as in

that case they will be almost sure to become the

meaus of saving a life or alleviating much suffering.

Under the chapter headings of "The Bones," "The

Blood and its Vessels," "The Stomach," "TheHeart, "

"The Brain," "The Lungs," etc., the treatment ofpos-

sible sudden injuries to any of these parts is explained

and directed in a clear, sensible, and concise manner.

The illustrations show the proper inode of applying

the treatment prescribed.

In the February number of the NorthAmerican Re-

view, Rev. H. W. Beecher discusses the question as

to how far ministers may properly go in politics. He

shows himself to advantage perhaps all the more, be-

cause it is a matter that touches him personally as

well as professionally. In the same number of the

Review, the question, "How shall the President be

Elected ?" is ably treated by two United States Sena-

tors, Dawes and Vance; a college president, F. A. Р.

Barnard, of Columbia; a New York lawyer, Roger

A. Pryor; and a well-known journalist, William Pur-

cell. The substantial agreement of four of them on

the same point is significant. Another notable article

is "Holmes' Life of Emerson," by George Bancroft;

and still another is an essay by Prof. C. A. Young on

"Theories regarding the Sun's Corona," which he

skilfully brings within popular comprehension. Rev.

W. G. T. Shedd defends the foolish dogma "Endless

Punishment," and Prof. G. Stanley Hall writes on

"NewDepartures in Education."

THE New Year's number of Wide Awake opens with

a beautiful full-page illustration of a poem by Mar-

garet Sidney, which will be of greatest interest to the

boys and girls ofBoston. Both picture and poem are

entitled "Midwinter in the Public Garden." Astar-

light skating scene is the subject of both. Charles

Egbert Craddock gives the second instalment of

aTennessee story, "Down the Ravine." Kate Foote

has a unique Western story, "Wagon-Tire Camp."

Yan Phou Lee, the Chinaman, describes the houses

and the home-life of his native land. Rose Kingsley's

"The Children of Westminster Abbey" deals with

the histories of Edward V. and Richard, Duke of York.

Mrs. Jessie Benton Fremont tells about "Washing-

ton in Past Days." Sarah W. Whitman gives some

thoughts on "Oil Painting." Some of the other

writers for this number are E. E. Hale, Susan Cool-

idge, Edward Abbott, Lizzie W. Champney, Prof.

A. B. Palmer, David Ker, and Mary E. Wilkins. A

brilliant number. D. Lothrop & Company, Franklin

Street.

BEAUTIFUL illustrations grace every page of the

January number of Our Little Ones. The titles of its

delightful stories and poems are as follows: "Christ-

mas Carol," "The Gold Basket," "A Letter from

a Christmas Turkey," "A Christmas Problem,"

" Patty's Plague," "Eyes for the Kitties," "A

Grand Surprise," "A Winter Wash-day," "Christ-

mas, 1884, " "Dame Gilfin and her Goats," "Five,

Six, pick up Sticks," "Weezy's Mouse," "Whatbe-

came of Dimple's Bubble," and a song with music ,

"The Postman."
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POPULAR BOOKS

Sent by Mail Postpaid at

PUBLISHERS' PRICES.

ANY BOOK in the subjoined List, or any

other OBTAINABLE BOOK, that may be de-

sired,willbe forwardedas promptly as possible,
on receipt of orders accompanied with the cash.

SPECIAL RATES will be madewithpersons
or libraries desiring any large numberof books.

Orders are respectfully solicited from all friends

ofTHE INDEX.

1.00

DEFOE (DANIEL). RobinsonCrusoe .... 1.00 HUXLEY (T. H.). Man's Placein Nature, 1.25

DICKENS (CHARLES). CompleteWorks .
14 vols.

DRAPER (DR. J. W.). History ofthe Con-

flict between Religion and Science..
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rope. 2 vols ...
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MayDay, and Other Pieces .

Society and Solitude.....

Letters and SocialAims .

ENNIS (JACOB). The Origin ofthe Stars,
and the Causes of their Motions and

theirLight

On the Origin of Species ......

LaySermons. Addresses, andReviews... 1.75
More Criticism on Darwin andAdminis-

trative Nihilism ......

Critiques andAddresses

American Addresses

Science andCulture .

1.50

INGERSOLL'S (R. G.) Lectures Complete

inonevolume,1.306 pages...

JAMES (HENRY, JR.). The Portrait ofa
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FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHIP IN RE-

LIGION. AVolume of Ten Essays,by

D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow,
Samuel Johnson, John Weiss, O. В.

Frothingham, W. J. Potter, F. E.
Abbot, J. W. Chadwick, T. W. Higgin-
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Transcendentalism in New England.
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son andhis Times. With Portrait and

Introduction by J. G. Whittier

JOHNSON (SAMUEL). Oriental Relig-

ions, and their Relation to Universal

Religion:

India

China

LANGE (F. A.). History of Materialism.

3vols...

.50

1.50

1.25

1.50

5.00

2.00

1.50

1.75

PRATT (WM.. M.D.) . APhysician's Ser-

monto Young Men..

PROCTOR (R. A.). Other Worlds than

Ours: The Plurality of Worlds studied

under the Light of Recent Scientific

Researches. Illus .....

Light Science for Leisure Hours. A Se-

ries of Familiar Essays on Scientific

Subjects ...

.25

2.50

1.75

The Moon: Her Motions, Aspect, Scen-

ery, andPhysical Conditions. Illus .. 3.50

The Expanse of Heaven. A Series of

Essays on the Wonders of the Firma-

ment

OurPlace among Infinities . A Series of

Essays contrasting our LittleAbode
inSpaceandTimewith the Infinities

around us . To which are added

Essays on the Jewish Sabbath and

Astrology...

2.00

.50

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

Series...

The Study of Psychology, its Object,

Scope, andMethod...

.25 LONGFELLOW'S Poetical Works. 2 vols . 7.00

1.00

5.00

LUBBOCK (SIRJOHN). Origin of Civill-

zation, and the Primitive Condition of

Man

Pre-historic Times , as illustrated by An-

cient Remains, and the Manners and

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus.. 5.00

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus .. 8.00

MACAULAY'SHistory ofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK (W. H.). Is LifeWorth Living ? 1.25

Social Equality....

Propertyand Progress

ROMANES (G. J. ). Animal Intelligence.. 1.75

The Scientific Evidences ofOrganicEvo-

SAVAGE (M. J.). Belief inGod.

Beliefs about Man ..

Talks aboutJesus

Beliefs about the Bible.....

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her
Riddles

Bluffton . A Story of To-day

SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory

1.00

ofDescentandDarwinism. Illus ...... 1.50

SCHROEDER (DR. KARL). AManual of

Midwifery, Including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated fromtheGerman. Illus... 3.50

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs .

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others .
Introductory. By Prof. Huxley..

Chemistry

Physics

Physical Geography

1.75

2.00 QUATREFAGES (A. de). The Natural

History ofMan.. 1.00

TheHuman Species 2.00

5.00

5.00

RAPHALL (MORRIS J.). History of the

Jews from 420 B. C. E. to the year 70

C. E. 2 vols ..... 4.00

10.50

e frcussi
ADAMS (R. C.). Evolution. ASummary

of Evidence

LECKY (W. E. H.). History of the Rise

and Influence of the Spirit of Ration-

alisminEurope. 2 vols..
Diseases of Memory..

RIBOT (T. H.). Heredity: A Psychologi-

cal Study on its Phenomena, its Laws,

its Causes, and its Consequences... 2.00

English Psychology... 1.50

150
4.00

80.25

Travels in Faith from Tradition to

Reason.

1.50

History ofEuropeanMorals fromAugus-

tus toCharlemagne. 2 vols........ 3.00

1.25

ROGERS (J.E. T.) Six Centuries ofWork

and Wages. The History of English

Labor
3.00

LEWES (G. H.). Biographical History of

ADLER(FELIX). Creed andDeed
1.00 Philosophy. 2 vols .... 4.00

AGASSIZ (LOUIS). Methods of Study in

NaturalHistory. Illus.....
1.50

Geological Sketches. First Series .. 1.50

The Religion of Humanity

The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of

2.50

1.50

Physiology of Common Life. 2 vols.....

The Story of Goethe's Life

Problems of Life and Mind.

3.00

1.50
lution

First Se-

in par
AJourney in Brazil. Illus...........

Geological Sketches. Second Series.... 1.50 Primitive Christianity
ries . 2 vols.... 6.00

1.75
Morals of Evolution

5.00 Child's Book of Religion. For Sunday-
The Physical Basis of Mind. Second

3.00
schools andHomes 1.00

ALGER(W. R.). A Critical History ofthe

Doctrine of a Future Life.....
3.50

Stories from the Lips of the Teacher. 1.00

Stories of the Patriarchs
2.00

1.00

ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN-

MENTS..

Beliefs of the Unbelievers .

1.50
Spirit of the New Faith.

The3r

ARNOLD (EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama.

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

The Safest Creed 1.00

Knowledge and Faith 1.00

Life of Gerrit Smith 2.00

Creedand Conduct 1.00

1.00 TheRisingand the Setting Faith 1.00

Visions of the Future 1.00

ARNOLD (MATTHEW). Essays in Criti- Life of Theodore Parker 2.00

cism..
2.00

GeorgeRipley... 1.25

Godandthe Bible
1.50

Literature andDogma 1.50 FULLER (MARGARET) . Women in the
.50

BAIN (ALEXANDER). Mental Science:

ACompendium ofPsychology andHis-

Nineteenth Century . 1.50
.50

Life without and Life within..
150 .50

AtHomeand Abroad. 1.50

toryof Philosophy
1.50 1.00 .50

The Emotions and the Will.. 5.00

Moral Science : ACompendium ofEthics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS). HereditaryGenius

English Men of Science .
2.00 1.00 Geology. .50

Inquiries into Human Faculty and its
1.00 MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

Physiology .50

15.00
Astronomy. .50

Relations
1.50 Development... 3.00 Botany

.50

The Senses and the Intellect.... 5.00

1 BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of erty 1.00

Life. 2 vols ...

TheBeginnings of Life ; or, The Modes

ofOriginofLowerOrganisms. 2vols .
Evolution and the Origin of Life

5.00

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Body and Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

encetoMental Disorders

Logic... .50

Inventional Geometry
.50

Plano-forte Playing .50

1.50 Political Economy... .50

2.00

5.00

Natural Resources ofthe United States .
.50

2.00 SCOTT'S Complete PoeticalWorks. Illus. 8.00

BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous- 2.50 SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols. 15.00

1.50
ness

Eating andDrinking
.75

1.00

Stimulants and Narcotics.

Our Home Physician : A Popular Guide

to theArt of Preserving Health and

Treating Disease .

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

Memoir and Portrait. 2 vols .....

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women..

3.50

6.00

E:

BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. ANovelof New York.. 1.50

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-
calWorks . Illustrated

BUCKLE'S (H. T.) History of Civilization

inEngland..

2.50

GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the

Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6 vols ....

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-

lessness..

The Secret of GoodMemory

The Secret of a ClearHead..

Common Mind Troubles ..

How to make the Best of Life .

GRAY (ASA) . Darwiniana: Essays and

Reviews pertaining toDarwinism

12.00

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

2.00

Physiology of Mind....

Body andWill: Being an Essay concern-

ingWill in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical, and PathologicalAspects ....

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-

lyle....

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON). The

Organs of Speech and their Apulica-

tion in the Formation of Articulate

Sounds.

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2vols. 4.00 MILL (JOHN STUART). The Positive

HAECKEL (ERNST) . The History of

Creation; or, The Development of the

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes. Illus . 2 vols.

The Evolution ofMan. 2 vols.....

Freedom in Science and Teaching ...

HALLOWELL (R. P. ) . The Quaker Inva

sion of Massachusetts...

5.00

5.00

1.00

1.25

2.00

5.00

HAMILTON'S (SIR WM.) Philosophy.....

2.00 HAMMOND (DR. W. A.). A Treatise on

Di-eases of theNervous System .......

HARDY (ARTHURS.). ButyetaWoman 1.25

HARRIS(J. C.). UncleRemus: His Songs

and Sayings. The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus....

4.00

Essays, with aBiography of the author..

BUECHNER'S Force and Matter

1.00

3.25

BURNS (ROBERT). CompleteWorks .... 1.00

CARLETON (WILL) .
Farm Festivals.

Mus.....
2.00

Farm Legends. Illus...

FarmBallads. Illus ..... 2.00

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits andMaps. 6 vols... 7.50

FrenchRevolution. 2 vols.
2.50

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols .....
2.50

Critical andMiscellaneous Essays. With

Portrait. 2vols .
3.50

TheCorrespondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With

Portraits . 2 vole... 4.00

CHADWICK (J. W.). The Bible ofTo-day, 1.50

The Faith of Reason 1.00

TheManJesus..
1.00

CHANEY(G. L.). F. Grant&Co.; or,Part-

nerships. A Story for the Boys who

meanBusiness ... 1.25

Tom. AHome Story . 1.25

CHILD (LYDIA MARIA). Aspirations of

the World: A Chainof Opals 1.25

Looking toward Sunset.... 2.50

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

Appendixby WendellPhillips. With

Portrait... 1.50

CLARK (EDW. H., M.D.) . Sexin Educa-

tion

TheBuilding of a Brain 1.25

CLODD (E.) . The Childhoods of Religions .

Asimple account of the Birth and

Growth of Myths and Legends ..... 1.25

COBBE(FRANCES POWER). TheDuties

1.25

ofWomen... Paper, 25cts.; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M. D.). The SacredAnthology, 2.00

The Earthward Pilgrimage..

Idols and Ideals .

Demonology and Devil Lore. 2 vols.....
Emerson at Home andAbroad....

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture, and

Other Essays ..

The New Chemistry..

1.75

1.50

7.00
1.50

1.50

HARTMANN (EDUARD VON). Philos-

ophy of the Unconscious. Speculative

Results according to the Inductive

Methodof Physical Science. 3 vols ... 9.00

HAWLEY (F. B.) Capital and Popula-

tion:AStudy of the Economic Effects

of theirRelations to each other..... 1.50

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

Scarlet Letter..

TheHouseof the Seven Gables .........

HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-
ative First Cause

Freedom of the Will

HELMHOLTZ (H.) . Popular Lectures on

Scientific Subjects . Withan Introduc

tion by Prof. Tyndall........

Second Series ..

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus ..

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment...

Young Folks' History of the United
States

Margaret Fuller Ossoli.....

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

ingPlace ..

The Mystery ofPain .....

Physiology for Practical Use ..

HOLLAND (F. M.). Reign of the Stoics..
Stories from RobertBrowning

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing... Paper, 35 cts.; cloth,

1.25

1.25

.75

2.00

2.00

Philosophy ofAuguste Comte....

Political Economy

The Subjection of Women; Essay on
Liberty, both in one vol .

Representative Government...

ThreeEssaysonReligion..........

MILLS (C. D. B.). Gems of the Orient.
Buddha and Buddhism..

MUELLER (F. MAX). Lectures on the

Science ofLanguage .

Chips from aGermanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, andCustoms. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, and An-

tiquities . Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology, Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol. , $2.00;
the set

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or
Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustrated by the Relig-

ions of India

OORT(DR. H.) and HOOKYAAS (DR. I.).

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of
Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Studyofthe Bible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges.....

Vol. II. Kings andProphets

Vol. III. New Testament....

1.50 OSWALD (FELIX L., M.D.) . Physical
Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature.....4.00

1.50

1.50

1.25

1.75

1.00

2.25

1.25
1.50

.50

2.00

1.75
SMITH'S Ancient History, from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fallof the Western

Empire. Illus . 3 vols......

3.00

6.00

1.50 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00
2.50

2.50

Principles of Biology. 2 vols.

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols ........ 4.00

4.00

Principles of Sociology. 2 vols.... 4.00
1.50

2.50

Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00
Universal Progress.... 200

1.50 Essavs. Moral, Political, Esthetic..
2.00

1.25 Social Statics...
2.00

Data of Ethics
1.25

2.00
Study of Sociology. 1.50

Education
1.25

STALLO (J. B.). The Concepts and Theo-

ries of Modern Physics....
1.75

10.00

STEWART ( S. J. ). TheGospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatit is and how it Grew.. .25

STICKNEY (ALBERT). ATrue Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of"Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful

illustrations
5.00

2.00 STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-2.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

townFolks. ANewEngland Novel... 1.50

land Story

STRAUSS (D. F.). The Old Faith andthe

New...

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

owe to each other..

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science ofSpirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-
fiveYears..

1.00 TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of
The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

ofthe Christian Religion and theSig-

nificance of its Rise and Decline..... 1.00

PAINE (THOMAS). Age ofReason.......

Complete Works ...

PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind

.50

7.00

1.50

1.00Prayers by Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of
Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools and Families . .75

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS), Outlines of

theReligion and Philosophy of Eman-

uel Swedenborg

1.00 HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The

Autocrat of the Breakfast Table..

The Professor at the Breakfast Table.... 2.00 PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.
2.00

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Complete in 16vols ... 20.00

DANA (R. H.) . Two Years beforethe Mast, 1.50

DARWIN(CHARLES). Origin of Species, 2.00
Descent of Man.......

Journal of Researches.........

3.00

2.00

ThePoet at the Breakfast Table..... 2.00

Poems....

Ralph Waldo Emerson

ElsieVenner

2.00

1.25

2.00

With Portraits. 2 vols .....

Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

traits. 3 vols....

1.25

Motion

Fragments of Science .

Light andElectricity.

Lessons inElectricity.

Hours of Exercisein theAlps .
BelfastAddress ..

UNDERWOOD (B. F.) . Essays and Lect-

ures

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free

Thought

VOGEL (A. ). APractical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ...

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50

1.00

1.75

4.50

VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

WALKER (PROF. F. A.) . Wages

Money......

Money, Trade, and Industry.

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6

WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

3.50

4.00

1.50

4.00
2.00

vols. Illus ...
10.00

6.00

Emotional Expression....
3.50

HOOD'S ( THOMAS) Poems. With Me-

moirandPortrait. 2 vols ..

HOWELLS (W. D.). The Lady of the

3.50

Famous Americansof Recent Times ....

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

2.00
torvLiquor Laws

1.25
The Social Law of Labor..

1.50

tions. 2 vols ... 6.00 WEISS (JOHN). Life and Correspondence

Aroostook 1.50 PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART). The of Theodore Parker
4.00

tion. 2 vols .... 5.00 The Undiscovered Country....
1.50 GatesAjar ..... 1.50

American Religion
1.50Insectivorous Plants 2.00 Beyondthe Gates . 1.50

The Immortal Life
1.50

Climbing Plants

Orchids fertilized by Insects
1.75

Fertilization in the Vegetable Kingdom.

Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols..... 3.00

2.00Forms ofFlowers .
1.50

PowerofMovement inPlants..... 2.00

TravelsandResearches

(Alexanderand William) Lives of. Por-

.75

1.50

DoctorZay

PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newlyengraved Likenesses of Sumner.

2vols....

1.25
Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare

2.00

WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

Growth of Language
1.50

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works, with Portrait 2.00

Vegetable Mould, etc.... traits....
6.00 WILSON (HENRY). Rise and Fall of the1.50

Complete set, 13 vols..........:::::::: 25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays 1.50 POPE'S Essay onMan .50 Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols....... 9.00

Animals and Plants under Domestica-

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or. Sketch of a
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Guizot's
CELEBRATED

ILLUSTRATED

HISTORY OF
France

REDUCED IN COST from $33.00 to $8.00, or com- and gives it from the penof a master, that can be thought of

paring contents fairly, from $49.50 to $8.00, for the only as a rival to the mammoth production of Guizot. How Mr.

other American edition of GUIZOT comes down TO Alden can give the eight volumes, and this on good paper, and

The French Revolution, only, and is continued to Na- clear type, including the multitude of illustrations, isa thing

poleon III. by MARTIN, and $49.50 is the published we haveCIPHERED over, but we fail to understand

price of the two works. THIS ILLUSTRATED it. The first volume gives substantially the beginnings of

LIBRARYEDITION covers from the earliest times to

1848, is writtenbyM. GUIZOT, Prime Minister of France,
and completedfrom his notes by his daughter, Madame

GUIZOT DE WITT. It is published in 8 volumes, small

octavo, printed from the type shownby these lines, con-

tains the 426 Illustrations, mostly full- page, of the

imported edition, is bound in tasteful Library style,
dark green cloth, beveled boards, gilt tops. Price of the

set, only $8.00 by express, or, sent prepaid for $9.60.

French history. It is of necessity the dullest of the eight, yet

with Guizot even logarithms would be readable.”—

Christian Leader, Boston,Mass.

“ The MARVELOUS CHEAPNESSof these profuse-

ly illustrated and handsomely bound volumes must provoke

comment everywhere. Each volume is easily worth

$2.00, according to the standard of prices asked. This is

the only complete American edition of this work, which is

Cornell UnivLib opular history of France." Journal,

3170F

“ There is only ONEDRAWBACK... it seems more In mereproauton of this work the publisher has outdone

like getting a present than making apurchase. Guizot all previous efforts, and has given us a MARVEL ofEX-

is the most brilliant of French historians, as well as the most CELLENCE, in every respect, at a marvel of cheapness."

tobe reliedupon. He isthe Macaulay of thehistory of France; -Christian at Work, New York.

his style and treatment are philosophical, didactic, rich in

detail, dramatic in arrangement. His narrative is full of
emotion, like a quick stream ; his characters rise before us as

in the flesh; they aremen and women, not historiclay figures.
It is as charming asany romance, and the interest is permanent.

It is a work to keep and read and re-read for years."-Domin-

ion Churchman, Toronto, Canada.

“ In ENGLISH, at least, original or translated, we have

NO WORKof French history that CANAPPROACH
IT. We can name no work that gives the complete history,

COPIESwill

soonbe sold

TWENTY

YEARS

Hundred-Page Catalogue, free, descriptive of the best

books ofthe world, at the low-

est prices ever known, together

with terms upon which books cash,willbe received, if sentwithin10

are sent for examination

before payment, to any

one on application. Address,

and make checks, drafts, or

COUPON-50 CENTS.

This Coupon, together with $7.50 in

days from the date of paper in which

it appears (mentionnameof paper), in
fullpayment for GUIZOT'S FRANCE above

described. This small extra induce-

ment is simply to secure your prompt

from which responses come.
response, and indicate the advertising

moneyorders, payable to JOHN B. ALDEN , Publisher,

393 Pearl Street, New York.P. O. Box, 1227.

ONE MILLION J. HART & CO..
OF CONGRESS-By James G. Blaine. The

only history of our Government from 1861 to 1881.

Hon. John S.Wise, M. C. from Va., says Whocvertakes

itup, nomatter whether he be Mr. Blaine's friend or

enemy, will never put it down until he has read the
whole." 8200 permonth to good agents. Apply at

once, The Henry Bill Pub. Co. , Norwich, Ct.

H. T. MARSHALL'S

PATENT

ADJUSTABLE

LACE

CONGRESS

MARSH
ALL'S

PAT.
MAY13,1884.

Is easily adjusted to fit any instep or ankle

at any time, and will not uncomfortably

draw the ankle, like ordinary congress. It

has the stylish appearance of a lace boot

and all the conventence of any congress in

putting onor off the foot. Marshall's Pat.
Pat'dMay13, 1884, woven in the front strap

orstamped on the shank of each shoe. If

your dealer does not keep them, send postal

for directions how to get them to the Pat-

entee and Manufacturer of Men's, Boys',

and Youth's Fine Boots and Shoes . Tennis

Shoe for Ladies and Gents a specialty.

H. T. MARSHALL,

BROCKTON, MASS.

THE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver

T tising public is respectfully solicited for

THE INDEX. Thoughthe papermustnot be
held responsible for any statements made

byadvertisers, the attempt will be honestly

made to keep the advertising pages in en-

tireharmony with its general character and

principles. To this end, all improper or

"blind" advertisements, all quack adver-

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa.

2,000

INVESTORS
should confer with the

WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO.,
LAWRENCE, KANSAS .

FirstMortgage Real Estate Loans paid
in New York. Absolute Satisfaction
GUARANTEED. For reliability, consult Third

Nat. Bank. N. Y. City, or Nat. Bank, Lawrence, Kan,

Security large. Interest promptly paid.

Send for pamphletwith testimonials, sample forus, etc.

F. M. Perkins, Pres . N.F Hart,( L. H. Perkins, Sec.

J. T. Warne . V. Pres. Auditor. (C. W.Gillett, Treas

Y ALL ODDS

THEBEST EQUIPPED
RAILROAD IN THE WORLD.

Let it be forever remembered that the

Chicago & North-Western

RAILWAY

is the best and shortest route to and from

Chicago and Council Bluffs (Omaha), and

that it is preferred by allwell-posted trav-
ellers whenpassing to or from

CALIFORNIA and COLORADO.

It also operates the best route and the short

linebetween

Chicago and St. Paul and Minneapolis.

Milwaukee, La Crosse, Sparta, Madison,

Fort Howard (Green Bay), Wis., Winona,

Owatonna, Mankato, Minn. , Cedar Rapids,

Des Moines, Webster City,Algona, Clinton,

Marshalltown, Iowa, Freeport, Elgin, Rock-

ford, Ill . , are among its eight hundred local

stations on its lines.

Among a few of the numerous points of

superiority enjoyed by the patrons ofthis
road are its Day Coaches, which are the

finest that human art and ingenuity can

create; its Palatial Sleeping Cars,

which are models of comfort and elegance;

its Palace Drawing Room Cars,

which are unsurpassed by any; and its
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land,and other points inEurope. Agency
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Large Copies only 20 cents each.
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R. W. Emerson,
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TO EVANGELICAL RELIG.

ION. Addresses of B. F. UNDERWOOD,

Prof. P. A. CHADBOURNE, and Prof.ASA

GRAY at a meeting of the "Evangelical

Alliance" held in Boston, Sept. 10, 1882.

5cts.

NATURALISM Vs. SUPERNAT-

URALISM. By B. F. UNDERWOOD.
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LAND. 5 cts .
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PHYSICAL METHODS

PHILOSOPHY. By LEWIS G.
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THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY.

By WILLIAM FREY. 15 cts .

AN AGNOSTIC VIEW OF THE

NORTH-WESTERN DINING CARS,

the like of which are not run by any other

road anywhere. In short, it is asserted that

it is the best equipped road in the

world.

All points of interest North, North-west,

and West of Chicago, business centres,
summer resorts, and noted hunting and

fishing grounds, are accessible by the vari-

ous branches of this road.

It

mitowns and controls over five thousand

passengerconductors constantly caring for
of patrons .

Ask your ticket agent for tickets via this

route, and take none other. All leading

ticket agents sellthem. It costs nomore to

travel on this route that gives first-class ac-

commodations than it does to go by the

poorly equipped roads.

Formaps, descriptive circulars, and sum-

mer resort papers,or other information not

obtainable at your local ticket office, write

to the
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CHICAGO, ILL.

THE

COLEGROVE BOOK CO. ,

135 Wabash Ave. , Chicago.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

Booksellers and Stationers.

Catalogues of new and standard books
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sent on receipt of 4 cents in stamps.

DOCTRINE OF VICARIOUS Illustrated list ofworks ofAmerican authors

ATONEMENT. ByW. H. SPENCER.5cts.

AGNOSTICISM AND RELIGION.

By W. H. SPENCER. 5 cts.

N.B. The prices quoted in the catalogues

which we send out are the PUBLISHERS'RE-

TAIL PRICES. These, unless marked net, are

Address THE INDEX, 44 Boylston Street, subject to a uniform discount of TWENTY
Boston, Mass.

Arranged bytheBrowningClub ofChicago Travels in Faith fromas an Introduction to the great Thought-

poet of this generation.

Sent postpaid, on receipt of 50 cents, by
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135 Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Ill.

Orders from the Trade solicited.

Tradition to Reason.

By ROBERT C. ADAMS.

PER CENT. to individual buyers. Special
terms are offered to the trade and topublic

libraries. Any book in print willbe sent by

mailonreceiptofthe net price,withenough

added to coverpostage, at the rate ofone

cent for each two ounces. The postage on

an ordinary 16mo book is about ten cents,

and other sizes in proportion. Orders by

mail are especiallysolicited,andwill receive

promptandcareful attention. Liberalbooks
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agency for the publications of GEO. H.
ELLIS and the AMERICAN UNITARIAN ASSO-

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25. CIATION.
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THE London Enquirer says, "The result of the

Sundayopening of the Keswick Library has been

so satisfactory that the committee were encouraged

to pass a resolution that, in addition to the hours

already used, the library shall be opened every

Sunday evening from 8to 9.30for the remainder of

the winter months."

THE National Woman's Suffrage Associationheld

its seventeenth annual convention at Washington,

D.C., January 20, 21, and 22. The attendance was

large, and the meetings were enthusiastic. Mrs.

Stanton presided, and made the opening address.

Anumber of able and eloquent addresses were

given by well-known advocates for woman's suf-

frage.

JENNIE COLLINS appeals to those benevolent

people who take satisfaction in helping forward

any practical charity to send contributions for

the fair to be held at 1031 Washington Street for

the benefit of working girls, on February 17.

Send to that address. Situations, warm dinners,

and advice are furnished to working women by
Miss Collins, as far as her means will allow.

Russia allows no more religious than political

freedom of speech. The latest "blasphemy" trial

ofwhich we have any report from that delectable

country is that of a peasant, a member of the

Bible-reading sect called Stundists, for preach-
ing against the image worship of the Russian

Church. He was sentenced for this crime to im-

prisonment for three years and nine months and

"the loss of his personal rights." Apparently, he

hadnot many to lose.

Our petition for protecting witnesses from dis-

credit on account of unbelief has been presented
with 460 names. That for taxing churches had

956, of which 461 were collected by Mr. Raynal

Dodge inNewburyport. Mr. S. R. Urbino collected

150 on each petition in Boston. The thanks of

the secularization committee are cordially tendered

to these and other workers in the cause. Now is

the time for our readers to speak to their friends

inthe legislature about these pressing reforms.

JAPAN, where we send missionariesto instruct

and convert the wretched heathen, is ahead of us

in some reformatory methods; and wecannot help

wishing that the proselyting spirit might take

possession of its people, so that they would send

us missionaries,whenweread that in their prisons

alarge variety of trades are taught, such as tailor-

ing, type-setting, printing, book-binding, shoe-mak-

ing, porcelain painting, cooking, etc. The prison-

ers have an allowance of three cents per day and

fifty cents a week put to their credit and paid to

them on their discharge. Apractical philanthropy

like this is worth copying by nations which self-

righteously congratulate themselves upon their

superior culture and advanced civilization.

UPON the complaint of Mr. Joseph Oppenheimer,

a free thinker, who objected to his children being

compelled to join in religious exercises at school,

Joseph Strauss, a school trustee at College Point,

Long Island, issued an order that the chanting of

the Lord's Prayer at the opening morning exercises

be discontinued. Mr. Strauss, who is a Hebrew

and is in the dry-goods business, was soon called

upon bya committee of women, appointed at an

indignation meeting which had been held, who

demanded that he should revoke his order ; and,

whenhe declined, the excited ladies threatened to

withdraw their custom from his store, whereupon he

changed his mind and countermanded the order.

The next morning, the Lord's Prayer was chanted

as usual.

DR. SHEDD, arguing for eternal punishment,

says, in the North American Review : "A human

judge pronounces a theft to be endlessly a theft,

and a thief to be endlessly a thief; but he does not

sentence the thief to an endless suffering, though

he sentences him to a penal suffering. But this

objection overlooks the fact that human punish-

ment is only approximate and imperfect, not abso-

lute and perfect, like the Divine. But the

divine tribunal, in the last great day, is invariably

and exactly just, because it is neither reformatory

nor protective. Hell is not a penitentiary. It is

righteous retribution, pure and simple, unmodified

by considerations either of utility to the criminal

or of safety to the universe." Anything more

fiendish than this from a professed moral teacher

cannot be found in the literature of the world.

..

In the face of such apparently purposeless and

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

like Parnell and his co-laborers, to have all their

earnest efforts to obtain the privilege of self-gov-

ernment for that country overthrown by such

evidence of unfitness for self-government by those

who, doubtless, fancy themselves by some legerde-

main of reasoning, working for the same end.

SAYS the Presbyterian, "Even the Jews are

against Ingersoll." Well, what of it ? There is a

tradition that they were against Christ when he

was attracting large audiences; and they are

"against" him now, at least the same as Ingersoll

is. We suspect that the more liberal Jews of Jesus'

daywere in sympathy with him in his reformatory

teachings, although incredulous as to his Messianic

claims; and we know that the progressive Jews of

to-day are in sympathy with Ingersoll in his oppo-

sition to the fabulous stories and absurd doctrines

of both Judaism and Christianity. The work of

Ingersoll will be useful so long as prominent theo-

logians in leading publications defend the infa-

mous and barbarous doctrine of eternal punish-

ment. The tendency of that doctrine is tomake

men merciless and cruel. Against itand the con-

ception of God associated with it there ought to

be nothing but the strongest aversion. The efforts

of men like Ingersoll will be needed some years

yet to counteract the bad influence of men like

Dr. Shedd, who, in the February number of the

North American Review, with cool satisfaction

labors to show that eternal damnation is just, rea-

sonable, and sure to be the fate of a portion of

mankind.

It was a fit though sad ending of a brilliant

career, the fall of Col. Fred Burnaby on a

battlefield in a foreign land, in a fight between

the British troops and the followers of the Mahdi

in the Soudan. He was the latest development of

the "Admirable Crichton" type of character. He

was the son of a clergyman, was of unexception-

able moral character, a fine scholar and accom-

plished linguist, a loyal, intrepid soldier, adaring

explorer, and charming writer. He was the mili-

tary correspondent of the London Times with the

army of Don Carlos in Spain, and once travelled

on horseback through Turkey to Asia, and all

theway from Scutari to Khoi in Persia, returning

by Kars, Andahan, Batoum, and Trebizond to

certainly senseless outrages as those perpetrated Constantinople. He also visited Russia, South

by the "dynamite fiends" in England, the result

ofwhich was damage to the Parliament buildings

in London and the wounding and maiming of a

dozen or more innocent visitors, some of them

women and children, it becomes difficult for the

most philosophic humanitarian to solve satisfac-

torily the problem of human nature. In despotic

Russia, where men are under constant govern-

mental surveillance and are deprivedof freedom of

speech and act, it does not so much surprise us to

find dynamite resorted to as a terrorizing argu

ment; but, in a country so intellectually advanced

and so politically free as England, it is difficult to

imagine a set of beings so ignorantly brutal as to

resort to such cruel and foolish methods of de-

manding that their grievances be adjusted. It is

very discouraging to the true friends of Ireland,

America, and Central Africa. He was a member

of the Council of the Aeronautic Society of Great

Britain, and had made nineteen balloon ascensions.

His published works are mainly relations of his

adventurous travels, and are written in a refresh-

ingly stirring, graphic, and picturesque style.

They comprise A Ride to Khiva, Travels and Ad-

ventures in CentralAsia, accompanied bymaps and

a valuable appendix, and On Horseback through

Asia Minor. Through these volumes, his name

and fame have reached all parts of this country as

well as Europe, although he was but forty-three

years old at the time of his death. The cable

despatches from London bearing news of the ex-

citement caused in England by the report of the

battle, say of Col. Burnaby, that "his death was

more talked about than the battle itself."
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EPISCOPALIAN MEDIEVALISM.

Considerable discussion has been aroused by the

recent action of Bishop Potter, of the Episcopal

• Church, in officially recognizing the monastic "vows

of poverty, chastity, and obedience," taken before

him by two young preachers of the Episcopal

faith, who wish to devote themselves to special

work among the poor in New York City. This

discussion is naturally more lively in Episcopalian

circles than in the greaterworld outside, and seems

likely to revive in that Church the antagonism,

which in late years had much diminished, between

the Low and High Church parties.

Bishop Lee, the learned and venerable leader of

the Low Church party, has written a letter in oppo-

sition to Bishop Potter's action, or to any action that

would permit the practice of taking such vows,

which haveso strong asavor of the Papal Church, to

become established among Episcopalians. Bishop

Potter has replied, defending his act of receiving

the vows. He is not, however, to be regarded as

belonging to the High Church party himself, and

much less as leading it or even as approving by

his individual judgment its peculiar doctrines and

customs. His proclivities are generally understood

to be with the Broad Church section ; and, in his

official action as a prelate, he appears to be gov-

erned by the principle of allowing each section of

the Church full and impartial liberty to follow its

ownconvictions. On the one hand, though earnestly

petitioned by influential clergymen in his diocese

to bring Dr. Heber Newton to ecclesiastical trial

for heresy, he contents himself with sending to

that heretic a gentle and friendly admonition.

Dr. Newton goes on to preach even bolder heresies

than anyhis fellow-clergymen complained of last

year, but thus far his bishop steadily refuses to

put him on trial. On the other hand, the same

bishop permits Rev. Morgan Dix to practise his

High Church rites and to preach his antique doc-

trine about woman's sphere, and receives from

these ardent ascetic neophytes of the "Order of the

Holy Cross" the Romanish vows of poverty, celi-

bacy, and submission. Here is, certainly, a prac-

tical illustration ofone form of Broad-Churchism,-

the most advanced modern views concerning the

Bible and religious history, and the narrowest

mediævalism in doctrine and practice, under the

canopy of one ecclesiastical organization .

Possibly, this may be a good temporary policy

for the Episcopal Church,-a Church that lives by

forms rather than by convictions. Its oil and

watermay thus be made to float amicably together,

and a violent rupture be averted. But it is a

policy that does not distinguish the value of ideas.

It is a policy which says that any ideawhich has

zeal and earnestness behind it is just as good to

work by as another. Between ideas, as to their

inherent truth, it makes no discrimination. If

certain inexperienced minds, with a noble ambi-

tion to serve mankind and flaming with a youthful

enthusiasm to make the service heroic in its self-

sacrifice, stumble, in their gropings through eccle-

siastical history, upon an idea which seemed, cen-

turies ago, to be very powerful and to afford a fine

field for heroisms, this policy accepts the idea,

without criticism, as all right for the modern

world, and tells the young men to go to work with

it, and consecrate their burning enthusiasm upon

its altar. But is there not a larger and higher

course to which even a Broad Church bishop
should be able to point the young men who come

tohim with zeal all aflame to devote themselves to

the world's good ? Should he not be able to show

them that, even for the poor, they could do better

workby taking certain nineteenth century ideas to

work with than they can with any ideas dug up

from the graves of ecclesiastical mediævalism, and

that they could carry, too, just as much zeal and

genuine self-denial and heroism into the work,

when approved by reason and science, as they can

into that which is stamped with the old monas-

tic vows ?

Nor have the non-Episcopal and even secular

journals that have joined in the discussion, so far

as we have observed, generally touched the weak

point in Bishop Potter's action. The New York

Nation, for instance, sees no reason for such hos-

tility to the ecclesiastical proceeding as has been

aroused, and says, "The practical view of the mat-

ter in our day would seem to be that any man who

thinks that he can do good work better by taking

a vow of some sort of self-denial does well to take

it, with whatever solemnities he thinks necessary."

It adds, as if it were a valid comparison, that "all

refused a Parisian professorship because he would

notgo to mass,before he came to Oxford, where

we find him defending the Copernican theory in

a public discussion on June 10, 1583. He called

himself the Awakener of Sleepy Souls, and was

eager to instruct women as well as men. During

the next two years, he published a series of Italian

dialogues, commencing with an argument for the

earth's motion, entitled an Ash Wednesday Sym-

posium. Other dialogues maintained that the sun.

moon, and stars are of the same materials as our

earth; that these worlds have inhabitants; and

that the First Cause, or Universal Substance, is

utterly incomprehensible, so that it may equally

well be called material as immaterial, and no

system can possibly be a finality. His Expulsion

of the Triumphant Beast he wrote "to hasten the

timewhen good actions shall no longer be thought

ministers, soldiers, and married men, too, are under | destitute of religious merit or blind faith honored

public vows, and so are a great number of abstain-

ers from alcoholic drinks." The Nation thus treats

the matter in that semi-humorous, not to say flip-

pant, way which it applies to subjects when it is

disposed to dismiss them as of little account. And

this matter would be of little account, if the young

clergymen were only taking a vow similar to that

which an inebriate takes when he signs a total-

abstinence pledge. But behind these young clergy-

men's vows are certain erroneous ideas, which, as

they have been organized in the Roman Catholic

Church, have given to that Church a good deal of

its power, indeed, but which have also made that

Church the foe of civilization and progress, and

keep it to-day several centuries behind the age.

as the highest wisdom." Jupiter tells the other

gods that they have placed so many records of

their wickedness and personifications of vice

among the stars that worship is passing out of

use. So they agree that Truth, the foundation of

all virtues, shall henceforth be the pole-star; while

Taurus shall give place to Tolerance, and Capri-

corn to Intellectual Liberty. Virginity is in dan-

ger of being displaced by lawless Love. The

Northern Crown is promised to the destroyer of

that pernicious sect which teaches that sin is fore-

ordained, and that no man can be saved by good

works. Riches and Poverty contend in vain for

a place among virtues. Indolence is sent to hell;

and her appeal to the Golden Age is set aside,

These erroneous ideas are that voluntary mendi- | because men were then merely animals, and only

cancy, assumed as a religious duty, will in some

way make real poverty, which is never to be re-

moved, easier to be borne ; that celibacy is the

specially religious, if not highest, form of chastity ;

that full-brained men and women, who have come

to years of discretion, may rightly submit their

entire intellectual activity and conduct to the rule

of certain other persons who may happen to be,

officially, their ecclesiastical superiors ; that re-

ligious work is something by itself, apart from the

homes, occupations,and social obligations and in-

terests in which the great mass of human beings

are naturally and necessarily engaged. There, of

course, may be individual cases where marriage

may be conscientiously and heroically abstained

from as a duty; cases, as in Clara Barton's Society

of the Red-Cross, where men and women may put

themselves under orders to obey, without question,

any emergency summons that maycome for phil-

anthropic helpers, without abdicating their own

ordinary self-sovereignty; and to set an example

of simplicity in the use of and moderation in the

desire for material wealth is always a commend-

able duty. But the Church that puts its sanction

upon the erroneous ideas above enumerated as the

source of the monastic vows commits a triple

crime : it sins against nature's law, it violates the

conditions of social order, it tramples upon the

sacred rights of reason. A Church so acting blinds

its windows to to-day's intelligence, and opens

them toward the Dark Ages.

Wм. Ј. РоOTTER.

GIORDANO BRUNO.

Few men have been so worthy of a statue as

Bruno, and I am glad to hear one proposed. This

martry for sciencewasborn in 1548 at Nolanear,

Naples, andbecame a Dominicanmonk at fifteen,

butwas forced in 1576, by his doubts about tran-

substantiation and the trinity, to flee from the

cloister and leave Italy. He had been hooted out

of Toulouse for attacking Aristotle, and driven

from Montpellier for praising Paracelsus, and had

through labor can they become divine. Aquarius

is sent back to earth to say that there never could

havebeen a universal deluge. In derision of the

doctrine that two natures are one in Jesus, Chiron,

the Centaur, is said to have been perfect man and

perfect horse. There is also a daring allusion to

him who knew how to walk on the water and

work other miracles, and thus was able to make

people think that white is black and black white ;

that human reason is mere folly, and ignorance

true wisdom. Nothing is said against natural

religion, however ; and it is urged that only those

laws which promote human welfare are just, and

that property ought not to be so unequallydistrib-

uted that some feast while others starve. In 1585

appeared his Heroic Enthusiasm, showing that noth-

ing ennobles the soul like love of scientific and

philosophic truth. That same year was published

a satire on the expectation of Christians to be

saved by credulity, which he derides in a poem I

translate from the Italian thus :-

"O saintly Asininity, O pious foolishness!

Moremightythou to lead the soul in paths of righteousness

Than all our pride of intellect, which ne'er can entrance

gain

To heaven. There man's studious toil is all accountedvain;

But there thou buildest palaces in which no scholars dwell.

Ah, what availeth the attempt Dame Nature's ways to tell,

And find out if the stars are flames, or only lands and seas ?

The holy Asininity cares not for facts like these.

Herknees are bent; her hands are clasped; she looketh up

to Him

Fromwhom she hopes eternal rest, when Wisdom's crown

isdim."

That same year, he returned to Paris, but was

banished in 1586, for placing Copernicus above

Aristotle, on Whit-Sunday, May 25. While wan-

dering through Germany, he published his last

works,---Latin poems, more theistic than the

Italian dialogues, and containing an explanation

of the nature of comets and an argument for the

Ill success among Protestantsrotation of the sun.

madehim fancy that he might be better off in the

shadow of the mother Church. Sohe ventured to

Venice, where anoblemanhad asked to be shown
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the market places and spaces of this city have

been linedwith these evergreens. In manyhouses,

the scene of the Nativity is shown at the foot of

the tree, Mary and her babe, and Joseph, a cow,

and a donkey. Joseph, of course, is slightly

snubbed as usual, made suggestively old, and

standing aside like the servant rather than the

head of the family. If any one will look at the

picture of Yggdrasil, the universe-tree whose fruits

are stars, in Mallet's Northern Antiquities, he will

have before him a primitive phase of this en-

chanted forest which springs up andglows through

out Germany during the Christmas season. The

orthodox tree will be found standing through the

last twelve days of the year. There is an ancient

German belief that these last twelve days are of

great potency, each influencing one of the months

of the succeeding year. Prof. Weber tells me that

the same belief existed in ancient India, and per-

haps originated in the twelve days' difference

between the lunar and the solar year. The tree-

and-serpent worship of ancient India is represented

in the Indo-Germanic world by Yggdrasil and the

serpent coiled around its root, and probably sur-

vives in this Christmas tree.. In India, the so-called

"idolaters" gather around the Tulasi or other

sacred tree, and read their scriptures and prayers.

The same is done in some pious families here,

which would be surprised if any Hindu guest

should write home an account of their tree wor-

ship.

the fanciful way to knowledge invented by Ray-

mond Lully. Perhaps Mocenigo hoped to learn

sorcery and alchemy. His dissatisfaction finally

led him to betray his teacher and guest to the

Inquisition, and Bruno was arrested as he was

about to take flight across the Alps. Among the

charges at his trial in 1592 were disbelief in the

trinity and transubstantiation and assertion of an

infinityof worlds. This last view he admitted, as

well as having been troubled by doubts ever since

hewas eighteen; but he professed to be otherwise

orthodox, and desirous to reconcile himself with

the Church. On June 3, as may still be read in

the records of his trial,he offered to recantwhat-

ever in his teachings she condemned. This saved

him for the time from the stake; but he was kept

in the dungeons of the Inquisition, first for a year

at Venice, and then for six more at Rome, whither

he was removed with his own consent. Impossi-

bilityof release seems to have made him desperate;

for, at a second trial,December 21, 1599, we find

himdeclaring that he would not recant, and ought

not to. On this, his judges condemned him to be

burned alive; but he said, "Perhapsyou pronounce

this doom with greater fear than I receive it."

Aweek was given him to reconsider, but he was

firm; and on Thursday, Feb. 17, 1600, he per-

ished in the flames, without uttering even amoan.

His last act was to turn away his face from the

crucifix. The more clearly we realize how much

of error and servility there was three hundred years

ago, the more we shall honor Giordano Bruno for

showing so much courage and teaching so much

truth. His death was simply the penalty for hav-

ing advanced beyond his age and refused to go

back. Nobody reads his books now, but they

havebecome antiquated through the establishment

ofthose ideas for which he died.

F. M. HOLLAND.

CHRISTMAS IN BERLIN.

up amid their snows and their pauperism, to find

that they have as little hope in another life as in

this.

The Christmas tree of Germany has a legendary

survival in the Holy Thorn of Glastonbury and

the black thorn of St. Patrick in France, both of

which are related to the miraculous Apple-tree

which, in the fifteenth century, is said tohave borne

tiny apples at midnight of the Nativity. The

change of Christmas day by the new style played

the mischief with these Christmas miracles. Like

the English king who repudiated the Holy Thorn

because it did not come to time on either the old

Christmas or the new, the people everywhere

began to watch traditional wonders, to see which

style they preferred. It was well known, for in-

stance, throughout Germany that, on the anniver-

sary of the moment when Christ was born, all the

cattle kneeled in their stalls; but when, merely to

criticise the calendar, the beasts were watched,

they would not kneel at all, unless in a few remote

corners unvisited by the schoolmaster. In Eng-

land, the Christmas tree has been reduced to the

Christmas log, by which the Englishman warms

himself, as Peter did while his Lord was on trial,

and presently to be denied. The legend of the

star and the manger survives in England only so

far as it may bemade serviceable in rather sordid

ways. In Germany, Luther, despite the pretty

dream of his visit to the cottage in Bethlehem,

cursed the tree of German faith so far as every.

day life is concerned; but every Christmas it blos-

soms and bears fairy fruits like the Nuremberg

apple, which, says the chronicle (1430), none ever

ventured to eat. It is my own belief that the

legend of the birth of Jesus is a myth developed

late in the second century, out of the account of

Christ's baptism as given in the lost Aramaic gos-

pel. In the fragments of that gospel, the only

one written in Christ's own language, he speaks of

the Holy Spirit as his "Mother"; the dove descends

and enters him, and addresses him in the pro-

phetic way of Simeon; and a heavenly light ap-

pears, which afterward became the star. Suffer-

ing humanity could not be content with pious

poetry: it wanted a realistic scene, and adomestic

drama equal to that of Buddha and Maia or of

Abraham and Sara. In Germany, the romance of

the infancy was further changed: it was adapted

to the ancient fairy-lore of the country, in which

were combined the splendor of the Teutonic heav-

ens and the homely conditions of the lowly folk.

The Virgin Mary has two characters, both strictly

German. She is Bertha, the goddess who spins

and watches over the spinning housewife or

maiden. In folk-song, while Joseph works at his

carpentering, Mary spins and Jesus holds the

yarn:-

Last year, I passed my Christmas among the

Buddhists and their temples. Christmas was

ushered in with Singhalese tom-toms, as here with

bells. In frescos of Buddha's nativity, the tree

plays a large part, his mother, Maia, being be-

neath one when he was born. In the Buddha

legend, the whole earth clothed itself with blossoms

and fruits when he was born. The Christ legend

has had to adapt itself to the old Yule-tide of this

cold region. The Nativity is celebrated amid the

signs of nature's death; but this indoor efflores-

cence of living trees with light-blossoms and lus-

trous fruits makes good the old legend of natural

religions, that a Saviour must be cradled in the

glory and joy of the earth. It would, however, be

an interesting inquiry how far the mystical and

inward characteristics of religion in northern coun-

tries have been caused by the confusion of the

Nativity festival with Yule-tide. The Norse Chris-

tian might have been a very different man, had the

birthday of Christ been fixed on the summer sol-

stice-day of the Beloved Disciple,who sleeps till

his Master come-or even on May day. As it is,

he has been compelled to spiritualize the gorgeous

solar signs, the magical efflorescence and fruitage,

attending the birth of oriental and tropical avatars.

I have just heard in Berlin Domkirche a Christ-

mas sermon, by a sufficientlycommonplace brother,

in whose conventionalisms about the Sun of Right-

eousness dawning in ourhearts, the Dayspring, the

fruits of holiness, the deserts of human sorrow

and evil blossoming like a rose, there was a poetry

of which he was unconscious. The Semitic race,

dwelling in a desert, spiritualized to a certain ex-

tent the religious imagery and fable picked up by

its pedlers in tropical and luxuriant lands ; and

this mayhave been one among the causes why it

appealed to ourGermanic ancestors, after their mod-

ification by migration into regions where, amid a

desert of snow, they could only dream of

On Christmas eve, we drove through the finest

streets of Berlin to see the Christmas trees. On

that evening, when the trees are for the first time

lit up, the blinds and curtains of every house are

drawn aside, so that wayfarers may witness the

merry scenes within. The city is fairly illuminated.

Many are the pictures of happy faces surround-

ing the magical evergreen with its star-like can-

dles, its load of bounties and many-colored mys-

tical fruits . Some of these trees I have had the

privilege of examining closely, of others I have had

careful descriptions, and am enabled to make a few

notes that may interest students of religious archæ-

ology. The Christmas tree when completely deco-

rated, as it is in old-fashioned German homes,

represents the whole development of Teutonic

religion. The figure of the white-bearded Odin ,

afterward Father Christmas, formerly perched

upon the top, has made way for a Christ-child,

verysweet, in fact, made of sugar; and above this

pink babe is a star. But, though Odin has disap-

peared,his symbols are present. The swine, sym-

bol of luck, Odin's sacred animal, hangs beside

the lamb on the tree, the dove nestling near ; and

the golden cones abound, which, in many a legend,

heshowers around good childrenwho sit beneath

the evergreen wherein he shelters himself during

the winter. No German, by the way, ever out

liveshis sentiment about firs and pines. I once

walkedwith Prof. Weber, of Berlin, through a pine-

grove in England; and he was glad as a boy, took

off his hat to them, and sang the Tannenbaum

folksong, "O pine-tree, O pine-tree, how green are

thyleaves ! " Every house, however humble, must

have one of these Christmas trees, though the de-

mand runs up the price. For nearly two weeks,

"The land where the citrons bloom

Andthe orange lights up the leafy gloom,"

and hope to realize it in a paradise beyond the
grave. But into the mystical paradise the serpent

has entered, Science, with its fruit that makes

man his own god; and one shudders to think of

the probable result when these poor people wake

"Maria diekonnt spinnen, des freut sie sich,

Josef, der konnt zimmern, des närten sie sich,

Jesus, der konnt haspeln Garn,

Der Reiche wird nun arm."

Then she is Cinderella. These humble garments

are thrown aside, this poverty is made rich, the

Prince of Heaven selects her for his bride. She

is raised to a throne and wears a crown. In the

oldest epic of Germany, the Heliand, the angel

appears to spinning Mary just as the good fairy

does to Cinderella. Joseph, after his dream, takes

her to the splendid palace (glänzvolle heim) of her

royal ancestors in Bethlehem. There is an old

South German legend that when Joseph andMary,

on the flight to Egypt, sat down to rest under a

palm-tree, some man drove them off, and for that

was doomed to wander in misery till judgment

day. This man acts the part of Cinderella's wicked

sisters. This is the wondrous tree that still blos-

soms every Christmas in Germany. This morning,
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Iheard apoor Fräulein singing the song of Gott-

fried von Strassburg :-

"Du Rosenblüt, du Lilienblatt,

Du Königin in der hohen Stadt,"

She is a devout Protestant, and, at any other time

than Christmas, would be scandalized by mariol-

atry. But what is this poor Fräulein, as the

ages have made her, but a Cinderella in her cor-

ner, passed by without notice by the fashionable

world, patiently dreaming of the hour when her

good angel-fairy shall appear to say, Come up

higher! and give her beauty for ashes ?

I cannot help suspecting that the "Reformers"

did Germany a doubtful service, when they swept

from these altars all images and symbols of Mary.

The rudely masculine Jehovah, the god of battles,

might better have gone first. The position of the

German woman has declined far beneath that

which astonished Tacitus and the Romans. There

is no other country, claiming to be civilized, where

woman is so sat upon. In that respect, Germany

is fifty years behind England and America. Not

only are colleges and universities closed to her :

she cannot get any scientific or classical educa-

tion or enter any regular school of art. And, now,

the clerical party is trying to rob her of the

means of self-support by competing with man in

the labor market, under the hypocritical pretence

of protecting her from overwork.

It is pathetic to witness the signs that appear at

Christmas to show how the poor and ignorant

hold on to their lowly Christ, their humble Joseph

and Mary, with babe and donkey, amid all the

barbaric splendors of the imperial military régime

that now masters Germany. I am reminded here

of a curious superstition I have just met with.

My wife presented our landlady, on Christmas

eve, with some ornamental grasses, amid which

were two peacock feathers. The good lady re-

fused to receive them until the feathers were

removed, saying that they were "unlucky." On

inquiry, I find that this superstition prevails in

certain regions. Where did it come from ? There

is an old Jewish tradition that a peacock was at

the gate of paradise when the devil entered it.

By flattering the peacock,he caused it to spread

its tail proudly and welcome him into the garden

instead of sounding a note of alarm. This fable

may have wandered about with the Jews, as it

seems to have influenced the Yzedis, or devil-

worshippers, who venerate the peacock. At any

rate, this ostentatious bird may answer my need

just now of a type of the gorgeous military display

flaunted about Berlin. The splendid tail folds up

a little during the season associated with dreams

of peace on earth and good will to men; but, as

the proverb says, "when the saint's day is over,

farewell the saint." When the twelve days are

past, they will hardly influence the twelve months

that succeed so much as the superstition supposés .

The peacock will strut again. The diplomatists of

Christendom will meet again to devise schemes for

slicing up Africa among them. The priests will

all demonstrate that the favors of Heaven are rep-

resented in the pomp and luxury which surround

the Kaiser and the princes and their palaces.

Decorated officials will say to Joseph and Mary,

as the Innkeeper does in the medieval Mystery,

We want no beggars here, but only people with

rich clothes and plenty of gold. The poor pilgrims

will journey on their way somewhither, but duly

return a year hence to be received with carols and

dances as they rest beneath the Christmas trees,-

rest for a little, then wander on.

Iwillclose-if I mayindulge in another phan-

tasy-by mentioning another superstition which

shapes itself in my reverie. In some homes, it is

believed that when companies surround a Christ-

mas tree, and their shadows are cast by its lights

on the wall, some of those shadows may appear

headless. Such persons will die during the follow-

ing year. These fairy trees have, as we know,

mystical lights, too. They represent the ancient

hopes, visions, affections of humanity. Their an-

nual light is cast upon a crowd of proud Christs,

dressed in purple, in armor, in uniform, in priestly

robes; but the shadows of these are headless.

They are doomed. They will not die in one year

or many, but they are doomed. Already, they

have died out of the heart of the people; they

have become fictitious to the brain of mankind ;

they perish with all progress. But the human

Christ will not perish, and the love that is in him

will keep its evergreen of beautiful lights and

charities in the homes of the lowly to the last

generation.

The finest Christmas tree I have seen was lit up

with electric lights. This union of an ancient

heathen institution, surviving through the beauty

and charity possible to it, with the latest achieve-

ment of science, seemed a prophecy of the good

time when human faith and sentiment, allied with

science, shall work the miracles of which those of

tradition are but dreams.

MONCURE D. CONWAY.

THE UNITARIAN CONFERENCE.

The Unitarian Conference held in Philadelphia

on the 13th inst. , judged aside from its social pleas-

ures, was remarkable for having called forth three

excellent papers of a very radical description.

From Clifford, from Savage, from Chadwick came

true words of the spirit, that were significant in

their indication of the advanced position of indi-

vidual Unitarian thinkers. Boston gave the expo-

sition of evolution, New York the latest affirmative

ideas concerning God, and Philadelphia the broad

principles by whose behests Church and State must

forever remain separated. As merely common

essays,-in fact, as merely average Unitarian utter-

ances, playing daintily and longingly with a post-

Christian name, such writings would be little cal-

culated to command attention from strangers ; but

the truth of this matter is that these, rather than

being juiceless and formal in all essential colors,

were outgivings of the only Unitarian philosophy

that at this day commands respect for consistency.

It is worthy of note that, during the convention,

the name of Jesus was in no special way toyed

with by those I choose to comment upon. The

prayers were said, the addresses were listened to,

and no invocations upon a misused fame were once

detected. It is true a hymn, or perhaps several

hymns, employed made some exclusive reference

to Jesus; but these might be credited to slips of

thoughtless or more conservative guides. A vice

noticeable among Unitarians in general was thus

rather better than ordinarily avoided. If this is

not a significant advance, it seems to me it must

at least be an adherence to a good principle, which

of itself is a gain.

It was instructive to watch the auditors. They

took the radical ministrations of the speakers

with an evident relish. Chadwick's theory of God,

which quite baffled me in some aspects, seemed

in the end to resolve itself into a simple question

of terms. Savage's evolution philosophy was much

more docilely accepted than it would have been,

had Spencer been there to present it. Clifford's

weighty discussion of the relations of States to

religions was as free from reactionary sympathy

as could have been anything from anunchurched

philosopher. There is little from first, second, or

third that would provoke appeal in an agnostic.

Yet it struck me that the listeners were probably

much more willing to sit under such specifics,

when labelled "Unitarian," than they would have

been, had simple come-outers So and So claimed

attention for them. There is much weight given

to the clothes one wears. I acknowledge the gain

to be appreciable, even when truth is accepted

under imagined disguise; but I think Clifford and

Chadwick and Savage would fain have their

audiences willing to credit the message they bring

for its own rather than its name's sake.

I am not intimately conversant with Unitarian

affairs, and therefore do not absolutely speak by

the card; but it seems to me that Clifford and

Savage administered the strongest dose of liberal

thought ever identified with the faith in Philadel-

phia. And what impresses me felicitously is the

fact that the patient almost seemed to enjoy the

revivification. To save Unitarianism from its in-

definite Cnristology, which the timid sectarians

still hug languishingly,it needs the young brains

and thoughts of men coming fresh from new-

tilled fields. Clifford with the ideal, and Savage

with the scientific, present the two sides of a du-

plex philosophy; and both are worthy of their

aspirations. They are priestly neither in bearing

nor dress, thought nor speech; and, because they

dare to outrage conventionalities in determining

to be men, they and their kind represent whatever

there can be of hope in the Unitarian Church. I

can freely say this much, because I am not a Uni-

tarian, and care nothing for Unitarianism as such.

Commenting upon Chadwick and Savage as

speakers, I need add no word. But I should like

to state here, what must be welcome knowledge

to Index readers, that Clifford-his deep, noble,

resonant earnest voice not yet, I feel, put to its

best uses-is carving for himself a constituency in

Philadelphia worthy of one who obeys his own,

and not an ecclesiastical instinct of right. There

are limitations to his philosophy which I care not

to enlarge upon here, but he preaches the spirit ;

and, as the spirit is the life, and the life is that cir-

cle from which no human soul can stray or be

debarred, I defer captious criticism indefinitely. I

feel personally thankful to him to-day for having

rebuked the muddy pretensions of Christian States-

manism right in its Quaker city retreats.

HORACE L. TRAUBEL.

FLORIDA AND THE FLORIDIAN.

The Spaniards unfurled their flag over this

peninsula on the Easter Sunday of their religion,

and called it "Pascua Florida,"-Easter Sunday.

They pursued two fallacies, gold and the fountain

of youth. Many a man to-day is lured by the

same search. Of gold there is not even the color,

save on boughs of the orange tree ; and of the few

springs and the multitudinous lakes there is not

one on whose margin the steps of age even loiter.

Florida is climate et praeterea nihil. When you buy

land at $50 an acre, you pay$49 for the climate

and one dollar an acre for the sand.

Geologically, Florida is rather too young for

man.
It is barely out of the sea. It is not high

enough, and it has not been up long enough to

allow the rivers to sculpture its face into features.

The water circulation is chiefly under ground.

There are but few streams and no valleys. Here

and there, a stream breaks up in a spring great

enough to float a small steamer.

The geologic structure is not yet determined.

The section from Okechobee to the Atlantic, pub-

lished by Agassiz, is a mere fancy. There is no

evidence that the foot of anywhiteman hadever

pressed the ground covered by his coral reefs and

hammocks. The peninsula from Jupiter Inlet to

the Keys is terra incognita. Prof. Curtis, in his
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botanical studies,has touched its skirts; and mem-

bers of the coast survey have mapped its shore

line. There may be Seminoles here who never

saw awhite man.

While Florida is geologically young, its flora is

old. On the Appalachicola is a little forest of

Torrea, or "nutmeg tree." I have seen the same

shrub in the lower Yosemite, and it occurs in iso-

lated patches in other parts of California. It

occurs, also, in Japan, which may be its father-

land. The geographical distribution of this shrub

and its isolation are proof that it is an ancient

The bold cypress, common here in the

swamps, is allied to the Sequoia of California and

Glyptostrobus of Japan,-proof that this, too, is

ancient. Floridahas nearly three hundred species

of grass, but not a grass that would fatten asheep.

This is a fact of deep significance. It means that

the Floridian cannot have spring lamb or palatable

beef, and must take his milk from tin cans.

type.

It was Lewis H. Morgan who showed that the

status of an uncivilized people is determined by

the food supply of its country. He might have

shown that the same law holds for a civilized peo-

plewith but little commerce. The Floridian im-

pressesyou as amanwho lives in a stateof chronic

starvation . Corn bread andturnip tops boiled with

pork is the standard dinner. Taste is level with

necessity. As the table, so is the house, so the

family. The other day I called for shelter, in a

rain-storm, at the house of a "cracker." The fam-

ily, consisting of man, wife, and ten children, sat

byanopen fire. The hearthstone was Florida sand.

Thehouse was not differentiated intokitchen, din-

ing-room, parlor, and chambers. Twelve human

beings cooked, ate, slept, smoked, and "dipped"

in one room. Such a neighbor, the woman said,

pointing over a little lake, "lives this away."

In general, the Floridian lives in pitiful isola-

tion. I called one day at the cabin of Mr. Ladeen.

This gentleman is something of an esthete. It

was amusing to see how the disease breaks out in

the pine woods. Ladeen was dressed in red pan-

taloons, and his long beard was frizzed and done

upinhair-pins. He sat on a bench in front of the

door.

"Good morning, Mr. Ladeen."

"Good mornen'."

"How is your family ?"

"I ha'n't got any family."

"Do you live here all alone ?”

"Yes."

Ladeen's wife died ten years ago. As life was

ebbing, she turned to a friend, who told the story

to me, and said : "I am going. I'm almost gone,

but I want to say one thing. I'm dying of starva-

tion-and isolation-and-vexation-and-and"-

She was dead.

It passes without saying that among these pine

woods little is known of modern thought. Ihave

an intelligent neighbor who is not "to the manner

born." The other day,he told me a story which is

too good to lose on myself. Another neighbor

saidto him, "See here, Rogers, they say that

Gunning is a dangerous man, and dog-oned if I

don't believe it." "Well," said Rogers, to draw

him out, "I think so too; but what have you

heard?" "I hear," said the little man, "that he's

a Darwiner." "Oh," said Rogers, "he's worse than

that. He's an evolutionist !" "My God!" said the

man; "and does he practise it ?" And this man is

the son of a Baptist preacher !

Here is another little character sketch which

may not be distinctively Floridian. I commend it

to lawyers with impecunious clients. I saw a man

singing and digging out stumps. He told me he

had been, off and on, digging out stumps on that

farm for seven years ; andhe couldn't get his wages

till he had dug up about a hundred more stumps.

I asked him what his wages were.

"Well," he said, "it's a wife." I told him of

Jacob who served seven years for a wife and then

got the wrong woman, and hoped that he would

be more fortunate than the Jew. "But how is

this," I said, "that a manhas to serve seven years

for a wife in Florida, digging stumps ?"

"Now, stranger," he said, "I'll tell you. I was

married, and didn't like my wife. I got in love

with another woman, and Judge Ano got me a

divorce. But he wouldn't give me the papers so I

could get married till Ihad dug up all the stumps

from his farm. Well, you see, while love was on,

I made the stumps fly. But Jane cooled on me,

and I quit diggen'. I fell in love again, and

back I came to the stumps. I made 'em whiz !

But, darn me, if Susan, too, didn't jilt me. I

pulled off on the stumps again. But it seemed a

leetle hard to lose so much diggen', and so I

hunted up another gal. I've found her this time,

sure ; and now I'm boun' to make the riffle. These

stumps'll have to come now."

I said that Florida is climate and nothing more,

-a statement which needs many qualifications.

Roaches, gnats, mosquitoes, all infestations that

"And how long have you lived here all alone?" afflict man or beast, seem to have learned the

"About ten years."

"Mr. Ladeen," I said, "I used to read in medi-

æval literature of one Saint Colmar. This gentle-

man lived fortyyears with three friends. He had

a rooster, a rat, and a mosquito. The cock would

crow and wake him. If he slept a little more, the

rat would nibble his ear, and start him again. If

he fell into another doze, the mosquito would

come and bite him on the nose. And so he lived

forty years, but I did not know where he lived.

He lived in Altamante, Florida."

Ladeen broke out in a somewhat passionate

reply: "I don't believe a word of it ! I tell you a

rooster can't live forty years, neither can a rat nor

a mosquito. And, what's more, there never was a

man by the name of Colmar in these parts. Me

and old manDan, and Mantanner, and old Man-

tanner, we're the oldest settles, and we never heard

of such a man as Colmar." In Florida, when a

man is slightly crazed, they call him "troubled."

Ladeen met Mantanner, and said : "Do you know

this professor is troubled ? He's got it awful. He

tried to make me believe there was aman by the

name of Colmar, who lived here forty years, with

apet rat andmosquito. He's got it awful."

advantages of the climate, and to have anticipated

man in making Florida their sanitarium. I have

never seen an insect here in bad health or low

spirits. Mosquitoes have colonized the State. In

the India River region, hardly a claimant in the

form of aman can get a foothold. Men who have

endured the summer there, and tried to work in

hammock orange groves, have told me that they

had to encase themselves, hands, face, and all, in

rubber, and swelter under a sun that would almost

boil your blood. Mr. Potter's optimism would be

sorely tried in a Florida hammock. But I, too,

am something of an optimist; and I must turn to

the brighter side of this Pascua Florida.

"Nothing but climate ?" Climate is everything.

When you do not have it to suit you, make it.

You barricade against the north wind, the east

wind, nor'-easters, nor'-westers, and blinding "bliz-

zards" that blow from the throne of Æolus, the

cordilleras of Montana. You live to-day with a

thermometer gauge of zero,because of the climate

which you have imported in anthracite from the

carboniferous age. How fares it with me? I

write on the veranda (January 12). A softer

sky never bent over Italy. The air is laden with

the perfume of honeysuckles and lemon trees and

opopanax and jasmine. To-morrow may bring

the trill of the lark and the mocking-bird. I

could almost believe that I am living where

Lucretius placed the home of the gods, in

"That lucid interspace ofworld and world,

Wherenever falls the least faint star ofsnow, ...

Nor soundofhuman sorrow mounts

Tomar their sacred, everlasting calm."

Alas, no ! We are not yet with the gods, and as

maycries of human sorrow rise from the sunny

sands of Florida as the frozen steppes of Siberia.

W. D. GUNNING.

THE RIGHTS OF ANIMALS .

"If," writes Rev. F. Denison, in Our Dumb Ani-

mals, "as has been thought by the wisest of man-

kind in all the ages, 'animal life is indestructible, '

-in other words, that it is not the last of animals

when they expire here, since they have minds, and

it is inconceivable that mindscan perish while mat-

ter does not ; and if itbe true, as is firmly believed

on the best of authority, that hereafter men must

give a full account for all the deeds done in the

body,'-then it follows, beyond a question, that

some men will endure a serious arraignment for

their treatment of animals. Cruelty to innocent,

voiceless, sentient creatures is deemed criminal

even by the judgment of men. How will itbe ac-

counted by Him whose 'tender mercies are over

all his works,' and without whose notice 'not a

sparrow falleth to the ground' ? Let this problem

be studied. Christianity is utterly condemnatory

of cruelty."

If some of the higher animals had the power of

logical thought and of speech, they might argue

very ingeniously, if not conclusively, in favor of

their own immortality. Addressing manthrough

one of their representatives, they might say :-

We have fundamentally the same natures that

you have. We feel pleasure and pain, and are sub-

ject to moods; we have affection, jealousy, vanity,

and pride; we enjoy the smile of approval from

our superiors, and dread their displeasure ; we are

not devoid of imitation and curiosity. We have

some sense of beauty, some imagination, and some

power of reasoning. We are not entirely destitute

of reverence. We are capable of improvement

by education and inheritance. Your philosophers

teach that mind is imperishable. Certainly, we

have minds, distinct individual minds. Mental as

well as bodily characteristics are subject to the

law of heredity with us, precisely as they are among

human beings. If your minds are immortal, why

are not our minds also immortal ? Your philoso-

phers refer, in proof of man's immortality, to the

fact that his consciousness persists,while the atoms

of his brain and body are constantly changing,

that memory and identity extend through years,

although the body has changed many times, show-

ing that the impressions must be made on some-

thing that is not, like the brain, subject to change.

This is just as true of us. The atoms come and

go; but our identity, as shown inmemory reaching

back a dozen years and more, persists amid all

material fluctuations. Your Darwins and Haeckels

have shown what your own observation should have

taught you, that you are derived from the lower

animals, the lower animals, we say, because you

yourselves are animals. Go far enough back, and

your ancestors and ours were the same creatures.

Since our origin is the same, must not our nature

and destiny be the same ? Your bodies have been

developed from animal bodies,your minds from

animal minds. If, then, your minds are immortal,

oursmustbe; for how could a being who is inde-

structible and immortal have been evolved from a

perishable being? To say that the capacity for im-
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mortality was somehow acquired during the proc-

ess of evolution from apehood to manhood is to

make use of an unsupported assumption, opposed

to continuity, the primary fact of evolution, in

order to enable you to deny our immortality and

assert your own. There is another consideration

wemaymention in our behalf. Your theologians

say that a future life is necessary to prevent the

ultimate defeat of justice, since it often fails here.

Think of the millions of animals that have been

hunted for sport, beaten, tortured, and wantonly

killed, often, too, by men they were serving with

all their strength and the best they knew. Where

is the justice of a Godwho would confer immor-

tality upon all who have found their chief sport in

tormenting and destroying animals and give the

animals no recompense for their sufferings, extend-

ing through long dreary centuries, in the aggre-

gate beyond the power of computation, and in

horribleness beyond the power of Hogarth's pen-

cil to describe ? Justice requires that we have a

future life. Moreover, from the first, man has

been surrounded by animals : they have been his

companions, and they are indispensable to his hap-

piness. He keeps them now, even when they are

of no utility to him; and in the city parks are

kept deer, swan, and birds of song for the pleasure

of the people. In the past, men were generous

enough to believe that we would share with them

the future; and,evennow,the Indian of the plains

"thinks, admitted to that equal sky,

His faithful dog shall bear himcompany."

One of your own poets, while speaking our

praises, bears testimony to the indispensableness

of our presence and our companionship to man's

happiness, an indication that, if man is immor-

tal, we, too, are immortal:-

"I think I could turn and live with animals, they are so

placid and self-contained;

I stand and look at them sometimes for an hour at a

stretch;

Theydo not sweat and whine about their condition;

They do not lay awake in the dark and weep for their

sins;

They do not make me sick discussing their duty to God;

Not one is dissatisfied, not one is demented with the

mania of owning things ;

Not one kneels to another, nor to his kind that lived thou-

sands of years ago."

Thus might the animals make a plea to the

rational world, not simply for their own immor-

tality, but for better treatment than they now

receive. Abstract morality would treat with jus-

tice all beings, without any inquiry as to their

origin or destiny; but the highest ground on

which Christendom has theoretically recognized

the rights of all races of men is that they have a

common origin and destiny, and constitute a uni-

versal brotherhood. This implies a great advancebe-

yond the condition of the little tribe or community|

which recognizes no rights to be respected beyond

its own jurisdiction and the relations of its own

members. The progress is due to a multitude of

causes ; and the belief that all men have a common

origin and a common destiny has probably had

but little to do with it, as it certainly affords no

ultimate reason for the practice of justice to all men,

which we believe has its true reason and basis in

the interests andwell-being of mankind.

If the great majority of mankind who believe

in a future state for themselves could see that the

claim of the animal to a future life is nearly, if

not indeedquite, as well foundedas their own, the

result might be a treatment of the poor brutes

somewhat better than they now receive. Perhaps

the shallow, sentimental ladieswho join in the fox
hunts at Newport, or the ignorant and brutal

drivers who club their horses until they fall from

the weight of the load and the force of the blows,

might be restrained, if they could realize that the

wronged brutes would appear in ghostly form to

reproach them after death. Our knowledge, how-

ever, of the hardships and barbarities to which

slaves have been subjected, when there has been

no question among their masters as to their im-

mortality, of the treatment which the inferior

races have received from the powerful nations of

Christendom, and of the persecutions that have

destroyed millions of lives where the brotherhood

of man and immortality have been accepted by

all, and of the wars which every now and then

drench with blood the fairest spots in Christian

lands, make us doubt whether acceptance of the

theory that animals are immortal would greatly

modify the common treatment of them .

The belief among the mild and contemplative

Egyptians that the souls of men after death appear

again in animals, and the same doctrine in India,

where metempsychosis was most extensively and

ingeniously developed, undoubtedly contributed to

respect for the rights of animals. Unfortunately,

justice to animals had no place in the ethics of the

Christian Church, which showed less regard for

the brutes thanwas shown by the pagan teachers

of Greece and Rome, whose writings abound in

passages inculcating kindness to animals, as do

the writings of the Old Testament, which com-

mands, "Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that tread-

eth out the corn," "Thou shalt not seethe a kid

in his mother's milk,"-passages which, among

others, show a tenderness toward the brutes we do

not find in the New Testament or in the early

teachings of the Christian Church. "The fatal

vice of theologians," says Mr. Lecky, in his History

of European Morals, "who have always looked

upon others solely through the medium of their

own special dogmatic views, has been an obstacle

to all advance in this direction. The animal

world, being altogether external to the scheme of

redemption, was regarded as beyond the range

of duty; and the notion of our having any kind

of obligation to them has never been inculcated,

has never, I believe, been admitted by Catholic

theologians. In the popular legends and in the

recorded traits of individual amiability, it is curi-

ous to observe how constantly those who have

sought to inculcate kindness to animals have done

so by endeavoring to associate them with some-

thing distinctively Christian. That class of

amusements, of which the ancient combats of wild

beasts form the type, have, no doubt, nearly dis-

appeared from Christendom; and it is possible that

the softening power of Christian teaching may

have had some indirect influence in abolishing

them, but a candid judgment will confess that it

has been very little. During the periods and in

the countries in which theological influence was

supreme, they were unchallenged. They disap-

peared at last, because a luxurious and industrial

civilization involved a refinement of manners ;

because a fastidious taste recoiled with a sensation

of disgust from pleasures that an uncultivated

taste would keenly relish ; because the drama, at

once reflecting and accelerating the change, gave a

new form to popular amusements; and because, in

consequence of this revolution, the old practices

being left to the dregs of the society, they became

the occasions of scandalous disorders."

Mr. Lecky states with truth that the inculca-

tion of kindness to animals on a wide scale is

"mainly the work of a recent and a secular age."

Societies for the prevention of cruelty to animals

are supported in the Protestant and free thinking
portions of Christendom. But in everycommunity

there need to be cultivated sensitiveness to the
sufferings of animals, and a public sentiment that

will not permit them to be abused.

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

COPIES of The Index of January 22, containing

interesting facts and figures on"The Comparative

Longevity of the Sexes," by Mrs. A. B. Blackwell,

can be had at this office. Price 7 cents. The

paper will be foundof great value for reference,

since it was prepared with great care and is re-

liable.

THE taxation of church propertyhas been thor-

oughly agitated in Newburyport; and it is found

that the opposition is very weak, and comes almost

wholly from Roman Catholics and Episcopalians.

It is thought that, if the case were left to the

people of that city, there would be avote of four

to one in favor of it.

W. D. LE SUEUR, in the February number of

the North American Review, thus refers to a pas-

sage in Mr. Fiske's late work, which we some

weeks ago felt justified in characterizing in The

Index as amisrepresentation of Herbert Spencer's

position :-

Onpage 117, we read that "the greatest philosopher

of modern times, the master and teacher of all who

shall study the process of evolution for many aday

to come, holds that the conscious soul is not the

product of a collocation of material particles, but is

in the deepest sense a divine effluence." This, Ido

not hesitate to say, is a misrepresentation, involun-

tary no doubt, of Mr. Spencer's position. If there is

any meaning in language, it makes Mr. Spencer as-

cribe a special divinity to mind. Mr. Spencer, how-

ever, does nothing of the kind. He holds that there

is one unknowable, unconditioned being, and that

this manifests itself in the two conditioned forms of

mind and matter. The material particles, therefore,

canclaim, according to his system of thought, just as

much divinity of origin as the mind or soul itself.

The word "divine," moreover, is not a word to the

use of which Mr. Spencer is prone; and I could not

readilyturn to anypassage inwhichhe employs it to

express any idea of his own. He speaks, in his recent

articles,of"an Infinite and Eternal Energy," but of

the mind in particular as "a divine effluence" he does

not speak. To say, therefore, so positively that Mr.

Spencer regards the mind as "in the deepest sense a

divine effluence," and that in distinction to the body,

is not fair, to say the least, to the distinguished phi-

losopher to the exposition of whose views Mr. Fiske

has devoted his own most serious labors .

An innocent paragraph in The Index of January

8th called out in the Commonwealth of the 17th a

long article printed as an editorial, made up al-

most wholly of special pleading, quibbling, mis-

representation, and abuse, such as one would expect

only from a third or fourth rate preacher. We are

called a "philosophic charlatan,"-words that do

not greatly disturb us; for we remember that

only four or five years ago Joseph Cook, whom

our critic much resembles in wordiness and reck-

lessness of statement, called Herbert Spencer "a

charlatan" and Mr. Fiske "the echo of a charla-

tan." The Commonwealth writer says that we are

"endeavoring to throw dust in the eyes of the

unfortunate readers of The Index"; that we are in

"a lamentable state of unreason" and in an "un-

fortunate condition"; that our "condition is well-

nigh hopeless; and this because his [our] melan-

choly 'state of scepticism' seems to be unaccom-

panied by any pain whatever." The article

concludes: "The Index is to be commiserated on

its opinionless condition. The Index is evidently

in a position to saywith Dickens' 'Mr. Montague

Tigg' (who was the original agnostic) : 'I reject

the superstition of ages, and believe nothing. I

don't even believe that I don't believe, curse me

if I do. " One from the manywild assertions in
our critic's reply will show with how little reason

or truth he calls in question our statements. He

quotes from us the following words, "What Mr.
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Fiske calls 'Cosmic Theism' ... is identical with

Spencer's Agnosticism,---the theory of anUnknown

Realityof which no intellectual or moral qualities

canbe affirmed." His crushing reply is : "Now, we

emphatically deny that Mr. Fiske's 'Cosmic The-

ism' is identical with Spencer's 'Agnosticism' ;

andwedeny it for this sufficient reason, that there

is no such thing in the whole realm of philo-

sophic thought as 'Spencer's Agnosticism.' Her-

bert Spencer is not an agnostic, as his writings, in

his recent controversy with Mr. Harrison, con-

clusively prove." When agnosticism, as Huxley

observes, "simply says that we know nothing of

what may be beyond phenomena," when Mr.

Spencer's own words are, "The Power which the

universe manifests to us is utterly inscrutable,"

andwhen this is a position with which Mr. Spen-

cer's name is more prominently identified than

that of any other living thinker, one would sup-

pose that even so uninformed a person as the

writer here quoted would have been a little less

positive in denying that Mr. Spencer is an agnos-

tic. But, in this manner, through nearly three

columns, our irate critic proceeds in a style and

manner which afford an instance of survival of the

ancient method of controversy among theologians,

who oncemade their statements dogmatic in pro-

portion to the absence of proof and abusive in

proportion to their intellectual feebleness. We

see nothing in the article of the Commonwealth to

lead us to withdraw or modify a statement we

have made regarding Mr. Fiske's Destiny of Man;

and, after reading W. D. Le Sueur's able critique

of the work in the February number of the

Popular Science Monthly, we are satisfied that our

own criticisms were entirely correct and extremely

mild.

ex-

THE following words from the Century for Feb-

ruary are respectfully commended to our contem-

porary, the Christian Statesman : "The readiness

to expound Providence is a sure mark of mental

obtuseness. Those who know the least are the

readiest to undertake it. The barbarian always

judges that an unexpected calamity or a violent

orunusual death is a proof of the displeasure of

the gods.... When the boiler of a ferry-boat ex-

ploded on a Sunday, in New York Harbor, those

were not wanting who expounded the accident as

a divine testimony against Sabbath-breaking.

The fact that a score or more of innocent children

suffered in the catastrophe caused these

pounders no trouble: the God whom they worship

would seem to be a being who deals out his penal-

ties without much discrimination. When a theatre

was burned in Brooklyn, these interpreters made

haste to announce that it was a sign of God's

displeasure against theatre-going. But, when cas-

ualties of the same description have occurred in

churches, they have not been so swift with their

explanations. A good woman in the West was

killed by lightning while praying with her chil-

dren during a thunder-storm. If she had been

playing some innocent game with them, certain

good people who disapprove of diversion would

have regarded her death as a testimony against

that particular game. Occurring as it did, they

would be slow to assert that it was a testimony

against prayer. The simple truth is that providen-

tial evils, like providential benefits, are visited on the

just and on the unjust; and they are wise who re-

fuse to expound them. It is singular that any

man who reads the daily newspapers should vent-

ure on such an exposition." The above is well

said, as far as it goes; but why speak of natural

occurrences, be they promotive or destructive of

humanhappiness, as "providential" in their nature,

evenin a general sense? Dowe know enough to

warrant us to use such language ?

The Judex.
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THE NEW CIVILIZATION.

BY MRS. IMOGENE C. FALES.

The lawof evolution is that process in nature

whereby the complex is evolved from the simple,

the new from the old. And as higher forms of

animal life have been developed from out the

lower, so a new and higher form of civilization,

one of co-operative action, is being rapidly evolved

from out our present competitive civilization. It

is almost axiomatic that competition is but the

trade phrase of the law of the survival of the fit-

test, and that all commercial rivalry is but a

struggle for existence. Natural selection, despite

its many concomitant evils, has been and still is

aprime factor in the development of morality and

intellect. "Nature, red in tooth and claw with

ravine," has still a secret in her keeping.

Through trouble and suffering, she slowly evolves

types superior to and independent of that trouble

and suffering. The necessities which made pos-

sible the quadrumana and man were blotted out

forever, when these sprang into being. Violence

and disorder are stages through which life passes

in evolving from one type to another of greater

stability and power. The cruelty and horror of a

thousand centuries were the conditions precedent

of humanity,-conditions once necessarily obeyed,

but needful now no longer.

Were the doctrine of evolution really believed

in by its professed advocates ; if we fully realized

that the law bywhich all things have gradually

progressed toward an ever-increasing complexity

was still at work, still carrying out its beneficent

design, we would be in a position to apply that

doctrine to sociologic phenomena, and especially

to future social events. But, while accepting the

theoryof evolution as tothe past, most of us are

unwilling to recognize it in the social life of man-

kind to-day. We know that type divergence has

required innumerable years of inherited tenden-

cies and accumulated variations, and that the same

process has obtained in the growth of religious

forms and in the passage of society from barbar-

ism to a highly specialized and individualized civ-

ilization. But we virtually refuse to believe that

the sum total of these evolved tendencies has pro-

duced a condition of affairs where social reorgan-

ization naturally results, and where new principles

are to supersede old ones in socialand industrial

life, and henceforth govern men and nations. In

zoology, the appearance of any exception to a dom-

inant type has implied and introduced anew and

higher type. In the history of comparative relig-

ion, the introduction of a new and higher faith has

ever been the evolution of an idea contradictory to

the established forms of the institution which it

supplemented. Andin the historyof industrialism ,

so far as we can judge from its vague and incom-

plete data, progress has been from the elaboration

of the old and organized into the development of

the new and attimes seemingly sporadic.

The sentiment of love, of justice, of regard for

human rights, has grown with the growth of the

race. It has influenced thought, expressed itself in

literature and art, modified national life, and now

demands to infuse itself in all our laws and social

institutions, and to transform the nature of our

civilization. Increasing intelligence is showing

that the interests of mankind are related ; that

moral qualities are the safeguards of social insti-

tutions ; that the rights of the individual are the

nuclei of national greatness ; and that continued

social prosperity is impossible, when these funda-

mental principles are disregarded. From time

immemorial, man has warred with man, either with

sword and spear or in the hardly less deadly con-

flict of opposing interests, the strong holding in

subjugation and wretchedness the weak and de-

fenceless. At all times and with all people, the

struggle has been for liberty and against oppres-

sion. The process of transforming the savage

state of isolated interests into the civilized one of

interdependent action, where the good of one

naturally becomes the good of all, has been long

and painful; and the process is still far from being

complete. Whatever may have been the processes

and means of growth, the results are of priceless

value. An increasing specialization and inter-

dependence of all the parts of the social organism

mark every step of society's advance.

The study of sociology teaches that there is an

organic unity of the race, that all human interests

are correlated, and that social development is the

result of a closer co-ordination of men's activities

in all industrial affairs. This fact is pregnant with

meaning. It shows that the law of correlated

forces is of universal scope and application. Bio-

logically, organic processes of development result

from an increasing differentiation of parts and

specialization of functions as well as an increas-

ing complexity and refinement of the organism.

This same law somewhat differently expressed is

equally applicable to sociology. Social progress

results from the increasing individualization and

co-ordination of mankind and an increased special-

ization of industrial function and activity. The

converse of the law of growth, whether considered

with reference to biology or sociology, is that dis-

solution is always through an arrest of motion

and an accompanying disintegration of parts .

Hence, in summing up the law of life, we may say

that it is the co-ordination of all the forces of the

organism,whether individual or aggregate, andthat
thelaw of death isthe arrest of motion, the dissi-

pation of these forces, and their transformation

into other forms of action.
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Whenever co-ordination is arrested, then in pro-

portion to the arrest does disintegration result.

How is it to-day in social life? Is there such a

blending and balancing of business interests that

the great wheels of industry move noiselessly and

without jar or friction? Do we find the peace,

the order, the stability, the rhythmic beauty, which

come with the proper adjustment of things ? Do

we find that the social engine utilizes every foot-

pound of the forcecontained in its members ? On

the contrary, it is evident that in all business rela-

tions more energy is expended upon conflict than

upon production and supply; that, in society, the

activity lost from the impossibility of its utiliza-

tion, and from the inefficiency of the modes in

which it is employed, outweighs that consumed in

the continuance of the race; and that from this

accumulated waste and loss, with their accumu-

lated concomitant evils, we are nearing a period

of unstable equilibrium and of the gravest men-

ace. Itmaybe seriously questioned if the social

mechanism of to-day utilizes one-hundredth part

of the work power of its component individuals.

Although innature there is no real waste of force,

ganization, which is the initial step of a universal

system of co-operation.

"This change from competition tocombination,"

says Henry D. Lloyd, in the North American Re-

view, "is nothing less than one of those revolutions

which march through history with giant strides.

When Stephenson said of railroads that where

combination was possible competition was impossi-

ble, he was unconsciouslydeclaring the law of all

industry." Wherever the relations of capital and

labor are involved, there is an increasing resist-

ance on the part of labor to the cheapening of its

service and the further encroachment of capital.

There is also a determination on the part of

capital to avail itself of the law of demand and

supply, and keep wagesdown to the lowest figure,

irrespective of the well-being of the laborer.

According to statistics from the last census, the

average rate of wages for skilled and unskilled

labor suffered a reduction of sixteen per cent. in

the decade 1870-80. And, at this moment, the

financial depression is such as to throw out of

employment, it is estimated, more than a million

of men; while, throughout the country, the reduc-

yet this conservation is attainedby abook-keeping❘tion of wages from ten to twenty per cent. is

account, in which loss in one direction is balanced

by gain in another; but, in society, this rule does

not apply. The measureless force lost every day

through the imperfection, the inefficiency, the rust

and friction of the social mechanism, is lost for-

ever to the race. Nay, more: the life-force of the

individual, when not utilized, turns and utilizes

itself at society's expense. Outside the realm of

man's activities there is a perfect correlation of

forces and conservation of energy; and in that

realm, despite the wanton recklessness of human

actions, there is a subtile and constantly occurring

metamorphosis, whereby material loss is trans-

muted into spiritual gain, sorrow into peace and

joy, and death itself into life.

Nature, the great economist, suffers nothing to

be lost. Her aim is the greatest results with the

least possible expenditure of energy; and, although

she carries on her work with boundless prodigality,

her aim never ceases, her law is inviolable. And

the danger which threatens civilization to day is

that the forces of social life, no longer in harmony

with man's advancing nature and needs cannot be

transmuted into other activities without great

expenditure of life. For we are reversing the

process of growth, which is a maximum of gain

at a minimum of loss, and are reverting to a con-

dition where a minimum of gain is obtained at a

maximum of loss,-a condition of waste, of disin-

tegration, of decay and death. The balance be-

tween human needs and their supply is being dis-

turbed by the augmenting powers of a highly com-

plex civilization. Laws whereby the energy of

the race was conserved and translated into higher

forms of action have ceased to be productive of the

greatest good, and now work in the interests of the

few alone.

There are culminating periods in social life,

whenout of old conditions new forces are brought

into play. These are periods of decomposition

and recomposition,-the breaking up of the old

and the ushering in of the new. Such a period we

arenowentering,inthe change from acompetitive

to a co-operative civilization. Although, up to the

present time, competition has been the ruling force

in life and co-operation has been wholly in abey-

ance, yet all advance has been through a restric-

tion of the action of the former and an enlarge-

ment of the action of the latter, and the conversion

of isolated into associated interests. Society has

reached a stage where the law of growth is being

arrested by industrial competition, and a counter-

acting movement is setting in,-that of labor or-

almost universal. In this land of plenty, the limit

has already reached many of our trades. The wages

of sewing-women, shop-girls, cigar-makers, shoe-

makers, tailors, diggers, linen workers, cotton

spinners, miners, iron, leather, lumber, and paper

workers, have been reduced so low that further

reduction means despair and death. Wealth,

while it is the product of capital and labor, is in

a deeper sense indicative solely of labor ; for it

was primarily in thought and labor that all wealth

was developed. Under the competitive system,

where the law of demand and supply regulates the

rate of wages, the laborer, because of the lack of

trade organization, competes with the laborer in

order to earn his daily bread; and now that

the portals of the world are being opened, and

immigration is pouring its vast tide in upon this

country, now that machinery is lessening the de-

mand for labor, the problem of the rights of man

to life, liberty, and happiness, begins to assume an

awful significance. The question is no longer,How

can life be properly sustained? it is, What is the

minimum of wages to which a human being can

adjust himself? The struggle for existence will

become harder and harder as the wages of the

New World begin to tend toward those of the Old,

as inevitably they will, under the combined press-

ure of immigration and competition.

When our working classes see that we go under

the present rate of wages by the substitution of

cheaper and equally skilled labor from abroad;

when they find the starving hordes from Ireland,

Hungary, Italy, China, and Japan,glad to obtain

work at any price, there will be engendered arace

and a class hostility of which we little dream.

Unless labor undergoes more thorough and rapid

organization, unless there is co-operation between

capital and labor, unless government legislates

directly in the interests of the people by establish-

ing greater facilities for the proper distribution of

those who seek these shores, and by the prohibi-

tion of all forms of contract labor, so that the

pauper labor of Europe and Asia and the prison

labor of our own land shall not compete with

honest, native labor, there will be somethingmore

than discordant elements in our midst: there will

be, sooner or later, a war of races, a war of classes.

Republican institutions can only continue to exist,

as they faithfully embody the rights of all the

people, andnot those of a few. The higher classes

are wedded to the old caste system of thought,-

that there must always prevail the same sharp

distinctions that now unhappily characterize social

life. The many have their rights when they can

get them, is the tacit assumption which the whole

force of our civilization bears out.

Since all value is the result of labor, and since

labor is aconsumer as well as producer, and since,

by reason of insufficiency of wages,it cannot con-

sume what it helps to produce, it follows that the

relations of capital and labor involve the well-

being of the entire industrial system. Political

economy concerns itself with the production and

distribution of wealth, as it is under the present

wage system; but, as this system is only a tempo-

rary phase of social evolution, and is destined to

give way to a full and free expression of co-opera-

tive principles, there is necessary a new system of

political economy, based upon the identity of

human interests. We use terms without fully

realizing their meaning. In the words "political

economy," the natural inference would be that we

had brought into play a system of fundamental

economic principles upon which all business in-

terests were based, and which naturally tended

toward individual, social, and national development.

But we simply find a system which has been

relatively right, a system adapted to a lower de-

gree of civilization than that which at present

obtains: we find a temporary form, expressing

temporary conditions. And now that a new phase

of life is being evolved there is an imperative

need of a new system of social and political

economy.

The old order of things is breaking up. Labor

and capital, those interacting forces in social

growth whose mutual dependence is absolute, are

tending day by day toward a state of open hos-

tility. Class distinctions are appearing in this

Western World. Poverty, pauperism, vice, and

crime are on the increase. Monopoly, the final

outcome of competition, is controlling industrial

life and absorbing the wealth of our civilization.

The competitive system must go onconcentrating

wealth and power in the hands of the few, to the

detriment of the many; it must still furtherreduce

the value of labor; it must decrease consumption,

while increasing production; and it must finally

bring about an irrepressible conflict between cap-

ital and labor. For the cause of over-production

is under-consumption, the cause of under-consump-

tion is wealth concentration, and the cause of

wealth concentration lies in the wage-system. It

lies in obtaining labor at the lowest market rate,

selling its product in the highest, and placing to

capital that which belongs to labor. It lies in a

wrong system of distribution. There is co-opera-

tion in production, but not in division of the

product. Out of this struggle for existence are

arising forces of such anature as to render a con-

tinuance of the present state of affairs for any

length of time utterly impossible. The one fact

of the organization of labor, which is going on

and must continue to goon, since it is the coun-

teracting movement to the incorporation ofwealth,

will in time induce a new system of industrial and

political economy. More than that.

When, through increasing population and the

use of machinery, the supply of labor continues

to far exceed demand, and the majority of men

can only obtain themeans of securing the necessa-

ries of life by underselling one another and forc

ing wages and profits down to the lowest possible

point, then the instinct of self-preservation will

alone compel complete industrial organization and

the introduction of a universal system of co-opera-

tion. The starvation limit of competition is the

beginning of the new life of associated interests.

In the long run, nature constrains us to right ac-

tion. Action and reaction, cause and effect, are

as true ethically as they are in the world of matter.
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We are rapidlynearing that momentous period

when, out of old conditions, a new order of life is

being evolved ; whenagreat natural law of conflict-

ing interests is givingway to a higher one of rec-

onciliation and harmony; when the fact of

human equality, irrespective of the accident of

birth, is manifesting itself; andwhen the inequali-

ties of nature, which birth, station, and education

have entailed, are disappearing before the spread
of liberal institutions and democratic ideas .

Liberty is not an accident. It is not the result

of man's ingenuity or man's planning. It is part

of nature's laws, nature's forces. In the fulness

of time, nations ripen into liberty, as the flower,

under fostering care, ripens intobeauty of bloom.

Progress is the road to liberty,-liberty, not for

the few, but for all. Liberty is not liberty when

it centres in one, and many are held in bondage.

It is despotism. It is not liberty,when the many

toil that the few may live in selfish ease. It is

license, child of power, but not of love. Liberty

can only exist when the rights of one are deter-

mined by the rights of all. It can only continue

to exist when men are sufficiently advanced to

become free men. We are apt to forget that

growth, despite reactionary periods, is a continu-

ous process, bearing us away from things of the

past to higher states and conditions. We are apt

to relegate all progress to the past, and deny it to

the present, because, living in the very centre of

activity, we do not perceive the flow of the current.

There is also another reason why we do not place

the proper value upon what is happening round

about us. We are being taught by the leaders of

scientific thought that growth is so imperceptibly

slow that it is well-nigh impossible for those who

form part of the moving panorama of time to

know to what extent and in what direction the

forces of nature are moving. They take the length

of time required to transform inorganic into or-

ganic life, the thousands of years necessary to the

deposition of a delta, and argue that the same

length of time is necessary for profound and en-

tire sociologic changes. From one point of view,

thereasoning is correct. If we reckon from the

time when society was simply a mass of warring

atoms to where it is to-day, thousands of years

have doubtless been required to bring about

the change. But there is a fact which the leaders

of scientific thought overlook; and that is, that

while growth is gradual there are involved in the

process critical periods, when new forms of life,

albeit germinal, are ushered in. Such a period

we are now entering, when old forms and institu-

tions are being sloughed off, in order that new and

better ones may take their place. This process

will not require thousands or even hundreds of

years, because present conditions are the culmina-

tion of all that have gone before ; and, when we

reach a culminating epoch, change is rapid, and,

as it were, instantaneous.

The motive powerof the world to-day is thought

applied to social relations; that of the past, nat-

ural forces working without the aidof an enlight-
ened human reason. In this transition from one

order of life to another and higher, we can even

now see the beginning of better things. We can

see it in the efforts being made to reclaim so-

ciety by caring for the children of outcasts, in

individual efforts to found kindergarten and indus-

trial schools, and engraft them upon our present

school system. We can see it in an increased

moral sentiment that boldly confronts the evils

in our midst, and demands that individual rights

shall be subordinate to public good. More than

all, we can see that the laws governing social

growth are moral laws, and that the process of

industrial organization will arrest the law of com-

petition, and bring in the higher law of associated

interests, of mutual helpfulness, of regard for the

rights of others.

Thus, the new civilization of correlated human

forces evolves from out the old,and evil becomes

ameans of good. And if the forces of nature are

correlated, if her elemental energy is always the

same, if the universal equation of value forever

persists, it is because there is in all things an un-

known element involved, which forever acts as a

regulating determining force, "a Power not our-

selves, which makes for righteousness. "

"Earth casts off its slough of darkness,

An eclipse ofhell and sin,

In each cycle of her being,

As an adder casts its skin.

"Lo, I see long blissful ages,

Whenthese Mammon days are done,

Stretching like a golden evening

On toward the setting sun."

REASONS WHY THE LAW DISCREDITING

WITNESSES FOR UNBELIEF SHOULD

BE REPEALED.

First. This statute is not one of our time-hon-

ored institutions, but merely a compromise passed

in1859.

Second. The testimony of Dr. Currier, of Lex-

ington, against the competency of his patient, Miss

Caira Robbins, to make a will, was impeached on

account of his opinions about theology at East

Cambridge last summer; and the validity of the

will was sustained accordingly.

Third. Such treatment of unbelievers is forbid-

den by the constitution of Oregon, and also in

Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Idaho,

Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Mis-

souri, Montana, Nevada, New York, Ohio, Wis-

consin, Texas, and Vermont.

Fourth. When, as in the case mentioned, the

witness is not directly interested in the suit, dis-

crediting his testimony for unbelief injures not

him, but some innocent third party not responsible

for his views.

Fifth . To discredit, on account of disbelief, a

witness testifying in his own behalf violates the

right of every member of society to be protected

by it in the enjoyment of his life, liberty, and

property.

Sixth. The menwhohave acknowledged freely

that they hold unpopular views are precisely those

most likely to tell the truth in court.

Seventh. The whole community is injured by

permitting the course of justice to be interrupted

by theological controversy.
H.

DRAPER, after mentioning that the Christian

martyr had in his supreme moment a powerful

and unfailing support, believing he was about

to "escape from the cruelty of earth to the char-

ity of heaven," led by an invisible hand that

would "guide him all the more gently and firmly

because of the terror of the flames," adds: "For

Bruno there was no such support. The philo-

sophical opinions, for the sake of which he sur-

rendered his life, could give him no consolation.

He must fight the last fight alone. Is there not

something very grand in the attitude of this

solitary man, something which human nature can-

not help admiring, as he stands in the gloomy

hall before his inexorable judges? No accuser,

no witness, no advocate, is present ; but the

familiars of the Holy Office, clad in black, are

stealthily moving about. The tormentors and the
rack are in the vaults below. He is simply told

that he has brought upon himself strong suspicions

of heresy, since he has said that there are other

worlds than ours. He is asked if he will recaut

and abjure his error. He cannot and will not

denywhathe knows to be true; and, perhaps,-for

he had often done so before,-he tells his judges

that they, too, in their hearts are of the same

belief. What a contrast between this scene of

manly honor, of unshaken firmness, of inflexible

adherence to the truth, and that other scene

which took place more than fifteen centuries pre-

viously by the fireside in the hall of Caiaphas, the

high priest, when the cock crew, and the 'Lord

turned and looked upon Peter' (Luke xxii., 61) !

And yet it is upon Peter that the Church has

grounded her right to act as she did to Bruno.

But perhaps the day approaches when posterity

will offer an expiation for this great ecclesiastical

crime, and a statue of Bruno be unveiled under

thedome of St. Peter's at Rome."

For The Index.

WHERE ARE THE YESTERDAYS GONE ?

"Where aretheyesterdays gone, papa?" asked my little girl .

Aswe gain the heights of the Present,

Andour eyes o'er the intervale cast,

Below is the sweep of a river,

And beyond the wide plain of the Past.

The Yesterdays there are encamping,

In aline that extends to the wall

Where clouds with the plain intermingle,

And the Night drops her mantle o'er all.

The Yesterdays camping in silence,

As they went their swift way one by one,

While we only thought of days coming,

When the Present was measured anddone.

Through the mists they appear as we left them,

And forever and ever will stay,

As changeless and stony as silence,

Inthe light of the lingeringday.

Inmemory, some smile upon us;

And our souls are aglow with the breath

Of the roses of love and affection,

While some are as bitter as death !

OYesterdays, how we regret you!

Oh that prayers deep and fervent would bring

Us again all blessings of childhood

And the light of its blossoming spring!

Thatway we shall pass again never,

By the headland there sets a swift tide:

Hewhopasses it passes forever,

For no bridge spans the gulf to that side .

In adream, we look in the distance,

Through the mists settling dark on the plain:

The Yesterdays vanish in twilight,

But the Morrows will greet us again.

HUDSONTUTTLE.

CORRESPONDENCE .

CLERICAL MISREPRESENTATION.

Editors of The Index :-

Mr. Underwood has done well to state (January 8),

in reply to the claim of the Christian Statesman that

God has enjoined judicial oath-taking, first the vi-

cious tendencies of that practice, and then the fact

that Jesus expressly prohibited it. But I think it is

well also to notice the unsoundness of the foundation

upon which the editor of the Statesman rests his

claim. He says, "Here, as at other points, the real

question is whether the Bible is true."

Implied in this statement are two false assump-

tions: one, that the Old and New Testaments make a

symmetrical whole, all the parts of both combining to

teach one doctrine; the other, that all the injunctions

of both parts are binding upon men of the present

day. To the persistence of the orthodox church in

holding and vindicating these manifestly falsedoc-

trines is due very much of the disingenuousness,

equivocation, and sophistry which pervade orthodox

sermons, tracts, magazines, and newspapers.

Inan enumeration of the religions of the world,
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Judaism and Christianity are recognized as distinct

religions, as much as Buddhism and Islamism. The

Christians are constantly trying to "convert" the

Jews; and the few cases in which such conversion is

effected or pretended are hailed as a triumph by one

party, and bitterly denounced as apostasy by the

other. And yet our orthodox clergy have the impu-

dence to pretend that the Hebrew and Christian

Scriptures, upon which these diverse religions are

founded, form a self-consistent and symmetrical

whole!

But not only do the Old and New Testaments

teach two different religions, so diverse as to be

incompatible with each other: each of them shows

contradiction of idea and of statement between its

own component parts, and that not only in trivial,

but in essential matters. Take, for instance, in the

Old Testament, the following passage from the first

chapter of Isaiah, where Jehovah is represented as

addressing the people of Judah:-

"To what purpose is the multitude of your sacri-

fices unto me? saith the Lord: I am full of the burnt-

offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I

delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or

of he-goats . When ye come to appear before me,

who hath required this at your hand, to tread my

courts ? Bring no more vain oblations; incense is

an abomination unto me; the new moons and sab-

baths, the calling of assemblies,I cannot away with:

it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your new

moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth!"

This is in express and direct contradiction of the

writings ascribed to Moses, by whose mouth the same

Jehovah is represented as expressly commanding the

observance of new moons and sabbaths, and the call-

ing of assemblies, and the systematic offering of in-

cense and of bloody sacrifices, and as giving explicit

and minute directions how and when and by whom

all these should be offered, and as announcing that

the blood and the smoke and the incense formed a

sweet savor in his nostrils. And yet our clergy rep-

resent these two as forming parts of a self-consistent

and symmetrical whole.

Ofthemanycases inwhich different portions ofthe

New Testament contradict each other in matters of

fact or doctrine or precept, I will mention the fol-

lowing:-

Paul repeatedly and urgently enjoins industry for

self-support : Jesus taught his disciples not to work,

not even to plan how their bodily wants might be

supplied, but to depend uponGodfor food, clothing,

and shelter.

Paul receives rich men into the Church, if they will

be liberal; but Jesus sternly condemned both the

acquisition and the retention of wealth, and required

the abandonment ofallproperty as the first condition

ofdiscipleship.

Paul, in his first letter to the Corinthians, declares

that the risen Jesus was seen of above five hundred

brethren at once; but the author of the Acts of the

Apostles, speaking of a period a little later, computes

the number of the disciples as "about an hundred

and twenty."

The writings of Paul abound in forcible remon-

strances against circumcision and sabbath-keeping

and temple sacrifices ; yet, in the Acts of theApostles,

he is represented as saying to the chief of the

Jews, when he was a prisoner inRome, "I have com-

mittednothing against the people or customs of our

fathers."

The gospel ascribed to Luke represents Jesus as

ascending on the night or day next following his

resurrection: the Book of Acts declares him to have

had interviews and conversations with the apostles

for forty days after his rising from the dead.

The gospel ascribed to Luke represents that Jesus,

just before ascending into the air, directed hisdisci-

ples to tarry in Jerusalem, and declares that they did

tarry there: the gospel ascribed to Matthew says that

he commanded them to go into Galilee,and that they

immediately went there.

The gospel ascribed to Luke represents that, imme-

diately after the baptism of Jesus,he spent forty days

in the wilderness, being tempted of the devil: the

gospel ascribed to John represents that on the third

ofthosedays Jesus was at the marriage in Cana.

In spite of these discrepancies and contradictions

andmany more such, our clergy continue to insist,

not only that the books in question are free from

inconsistency or disagreement, but that all parts of

both are so inspired as to be infallibly correct, and

are binding upon us of the nineteenth century. If we

remember that these men are pledged to continue to

teach this doctrine, first by their whole clerical edu-

cation, and then by the creeds of the churches to

which they belong, we shallsee the need, not only of

distrusting their professional representations, but of

ceasing to contribute to their support.

BOOK NOTICES.

C. K. W.

T. LUCRETI CARI DE RERUM NATURA LIBRI SEX. With

an Introduction and Notes to Books I. , III. , and

V.by Francis W. Kelsey, M.A. , Professor of Latin

in Lake Forest University, Rochester. Boston:

John Allyn. 1884.

It is pleasant to find such a book as this latest

edition of the immortal Latin poet Lucretius ema-

nating from a young interior city like Rochester,

N.Y. , hitherto rather famous for spirit-rappings and

a mere ordinary American material prosperity than

for poetry and philosophy. Prof Kelsey introduces

Lucretius to his readers as a man, as a philosopher, and

as a poet in a very satisfactory manner. Like Byron

and Shelley, the great modern poets and mouthpieces

of free thought and daring speculation in verse, Lu-

cretius was a patrician; and, therefore, he had the

courage of his opinions, burning no "incense,"-like

his successors, Virgil and Horace,-"kindled at the

muse's flame," to anyhaughty patron. Though highly

born and a contemporary of Cicero and Cæsar, with

all the opportunities for the attainment of wealth

and power which were then open to a member of the

Roman aristocracy, Lucretius deliberately preferred

a life of contemplation and philosophic asceticism to

a political and military career, although he was a

Roman to the core, a Roman full of Greek fire, poe-

try, and speculative genius. The poem of Lucretius,

De Rerum Natura, like the works of Aristotle, was

for a long time hidden from theknowledge of men;

but at length it re-emerged into view, never more to

be forgottenor neglected. In every generation among

scholars there is sure to be apercentage of Lucretian

enthusiasts . For though, to borrow the language of

Shelley, Lucretius had limed the wings of his swift

spirit in the dregs of the sensible world,he yet soared

into the empyrean of song. His great poem is full of

felicities, beauties and sublimities of expression and

thought, which have made it irresistibly attractive

to readers of all ages and climes and shades of opin-

ion. The flammantia moenia mundi is a Lucretian

formula, and the infant cast weeping upon the shores

oflife. He could voice the passion of love in as glow-

ing numbers as Byron, the poet of that passion, who,

in one of the final stanzas of Canto First of Childe

Harold, transplants into English a flower of Lucre-

tius, thus:-

"Love has no gift so grateful as his wings:

How fair, howyoung, how soft soe'er he seem,

Fullfrom the fount of Joy's delicious springs

Some bitter o'er the flowers its bubbling venom flings,"

which is a fine translation of the original Latin,-

"Medio de fonte leporum

Surgit amari aliquid, quod in ipsis floribus angat."

In an age of luxury and grossest sensualism, among

a purely practical, unimaginative, and sensual peo-

ple, Lucretius was a poet of nature like Wordsworth,

and preferred the flowery lap of mother earth and

simple fare to high-ceiled palace hall and gorgeous

indulgence of appetite. His motto was:-

"No lewdness, narrowing envy, monkey-spite,

No madness of ambition, avarice, none;

No larger feast than under plane or pine

With neighbors laid along the grass to take;

Only such cups as left us friendly warm,

Affirming each his own philosophy,-

Nothing to mar the sober majesties

Of settled, sweet, Epicurean life."

His bride was a life of philosophic tranquillity and

reflection. He led such a life, as far as it was pos-

sible to live it, in the tempestuous period of civil war

and bloodshed in which his existence was cast. But

his life was brief, having been terminated, after the

Roman fashion, by his own hand, according to tra-

dition. But it was long enough for the production of

a strain of mingled reflective thought and poetry,

which will charm the world forever.

Prof. Kelsey says: "The poem of Lucretius is apro-

test against the degrading influence of impure super-

stition; against the sham and increasing degeneracy

of society; against the reckless, mad, ambitious, and

ceaseless ferment of political life. In a period grossly

material in tastes and enjoyments, when great fort-

unes were being rapidlymade andwere ever bring.

ing new luxuries in their train, it bids men take

refuge and find true happiness in higher things, in

pleasures of the soul rather than of the body." For,

though Lucretius believed the soul to be mortal, he

did not bid his readers eat, drink, and be merry on

that account. The age of Lucretius was like ours.

As Matthew Arnold says or sings,-

"Well-nigh two thousand years havebrought

Their load, and gone away,

Since last on earth there lived and wrought

Aworld like ours to-day.

Like ours it looked in outward air!

Itshead was clear and true,

Sumptuous its clothing, rich its fare,

Nopause its action knew.

Onthathard Pagan world disgust

And secret loathing fell,

Deep weariness and sated lust

Madehumanlife a hell .

Inhis cool hall, with haggard eyes,

The Roman noble lay:

He drove abroad in furious guise

Along the Appian Way;

He made a feast, drank fierce and fast,

And crowned his hair withflowers,-

No easier nor no quickerpassed

The impracticable hours."

Indeed, Arnold borrowed the above description

from Lucretius himself. In fact, subsequent poets

and writers, from Virgil down,have beenin the habit

ofhelping themselves liberally to the good things of

Lucretius, without acknowledgment, even when they

have been assailing his doctrines. The universe of

Lucretius, like that of Humboldt, was infinite in

extent and duration. As Prof. Kelsey says: "The

atomic materialism of Lucretius is the current doc-

trine of the nature of things, and his view of man's

development in civilization and the origin of institu-

tions anticipated important modern theories. To-

day, with the revival of materialism, the rapid ad-

vances in physical science, and the tendency so

characteristic of our age to study every conception

throughr its history, Lucretius is receiving marked at-

tention on every hand. Taking the range of literary

and scientific works together, we shall find that few

ancient writers are so frequently quoted or so often

appealed to as he."

The young student of the great philosophic Roman

poet, with Prof. Kelsey's edition of the De Rerum

Natura in his hands, will find himself provided with

every possible aid to a thorough understanding of

that poem.

RED LETTER STORIES: Swiss Tales from the German

of Madame Johanna Spyri. Translated by Lucy

Wheelock. Boston: D. Lothrop & Co. Price 60

cents .

Madame Spyri is pronounced by competent critics

the best living German writer for children, and all

those who have read her delightful Heidi will con-

cur in this opinion. The present work consists of

two short tales of Swiss mountain life, which bring

before us very vividly the every-day life of the Swiss

peasantry. The stories are pure, wholesome, and

homely in tone and treatment. Though distinctly

juvenile reading, the writings of Madame Spyri yet

recall vividly the more elaborate works for mature

readers of Frederika Bremer, with their realistic por-

trayal of the delightful home life of her countrymen

and women.

LECTURES

ON LEADING REPRESENTATIVE MEN OF OUR TIME,

EMERSON,

HUXLEY,

INCLUDING

CARLYLE,

TYNDALL.

Also,upon the early Growth and the History of Culture;

Evolution of the Arts ; Origin of Mythology; The Survivals

in our Present Civilization ; The Aspects and Promis e of

the Time, etc. , will be givenwhere desired this season by

the undersigned.

Address

October 20.

CHARLES D. B. MILLS,

SYRACUSE, N.Y.

SCIENTIFIC LECTURES.

PETER ANNAT, of England, who lectured very ac-

ceptably before the Parker Memorial Science Class on two

Sundays recently, will lecture for societies on Astronomy,

Geology, Zoology, and philosophical subjects, within an

easy radius ofBoston,upon application. For terms, etc.,
PETER ANNET,

P.O. Box 2468, Boston,Mass.

address
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SEVEN GREAT MONARCHIES INVESTORS
The SEVEN GREAT MONARCHIES of the

Ancient Eastern World : Chaldea ; Assyria ; Babylon ; Media: Persia;

Parthia, and the New Persian Empire. By GEORGE RAWLINSON, M. A.

In three large 12mo, volumes, of over 2,000 pages, large type, leaded.

Withallthenotesand agreatly improvedindex, alsowiththeprofuse fine

illustrations (over 700) and maps of the English edition. Price per set,

infine cloth, gilt tops , reduced from $18 to $3.00. Postage 48cents.

" The books, as books, areEXCELLENT. Paper, type,

presswork, illustrations, and binding are all good, and the
price extraordinarily low."--Literary World, Boston.

" These books are a MARVEL of CHEAPNESS and

excellence. We know of no other work of similar value and

extent that is sold in this or anyother market for anything
like so low a price."--Examiner, N. Y.

“

A MASTERPIECE of history. The reader almost

feels that the author has walked hand inhandwith the heroes

of almost prehistoric periods, so familiar is he with the facts of

oldentimes. Whenhe describes anAssyrian sunset, or aChal-

dean home, the reader is led to forget the long centuries that

separate these scenes from modern times. The deepest anti-

quity is imbued with the freshness of a bright and living pres-

ent, full of realities, shrouded in the gloom of defeat, or made

radiant with the glories of some Babylonian king. Remote-

ness of the times treated of has not obscured the author's work,

but has invested it with the elements of romance. When he

brings the bloom of health to the cheeks of thosewho perished

2.400 years before Christ, and analyzes character, describes

cities , pictures battles, and sanctions all with the matchless ac-

curacy of a vast erudition, his book leaves a telling impression

COPIESwill

soonbe sold

TWENTY

YEARS

the

WESTERNFARM MORTGAGE CO.,
LAWRENCE, KANSAS .

FirstMortgage Real Estate Loans paid

in New York. Absolute Satisfaction
GUARANTEED. For reliability, consult Third

Nat. Bank. N. Y. City, Nat. Bank, Lawrence,Kan.

Security large. Interest promptly p
Send for pamphletwith testimonials, sample forns, etc.

F. M. Perkins, Pres. N.F Hart, L. H. Perkins, Sec.
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SAYS the Advertiser : " Congress, as has been

said again and again, should act against polygamy
the crime, and not against the religion, of which it

is an unessential part. There are Mormons in

Boston to-day, who are quiet, law-abiding citizens,

having no intention of practising polygamy, which

they declare is not a part of their religion.

Against them, justice has no grievance ; but against

polygamists, wherever they are, there is imperative

need of enforcing criminal law vigorously."

THE New York Sun, commenting on Dr. Shedd's

article in the North American Review in defence of

everlasting punishment, observes that "now an

argument in favor of the doctrine of hell and of

eternal torment for the damned is so great a

novelty that a magazine editor who desires to

pique curiosity is glad to obtain it for publication.

We take unusual interest in this paper, because it

is the first square defence of the doctrine of eternal

damnation from an orthodox Protestant theologian

which we remember to have seen for several years

past. Even if the tenet is not directly attacked,

it is usually ignored by Protestant ministers as too

disagreeable a subject for contemporary Christians. "

THUS Cardinal Newman comments upon the

clerical pomp and vanities of Oxford : " There

are ministers of Christ with large incomes, living

in finely furnished houses, with wives and families,

and stately butlers, and servants in livery, giving

dinners all in the best style, so descending and

gracious, waving their hands and mincing their

words as if they were the cream of the earth, but

without anything to make them clergymen but a

black coat and a white tie. And the bishops or

deans come with women tucked under their arm;

and they can't enter church but a fine powdered

man runs first with a cushion for them to sit on,

and awarm sheepskin to keep their feet from the

stones." And these be the disciples of the de

spised Nazarene, who had not where to lay his

head, who said that his kingdomwas not of this

world, whose pride, pomp, and glory he despised.

ACORONER'S inquest over a little boy who had

died in a faith-cure institution at St. Louis showed

manychildren in the same house in a dying con-

dition. "Asbough's place," says the Springfield

Republican, "had been running two months : nine

children had recovered, and many had been taken

away as they grew worse. Prayer was the only

thing done for the sick. As the attendants moved

their hands over them, they would say such pious

things as 'The goodGod please make these suffer-

ers whole,' 'Jesus, our Saviour, take away the germs

of disease,' etc. This is not very superior to the

superstition unearthed at Reading, Pa., where a

physician found a dying child that had been

treated by a ' witch doctor,' who had written a

prayer in high German and fastened it in a muslin

bag around the child's neck, and had left a briar

wand to be waved above its bed when it was rest-

less, for the purpose of driving off the witches."

THE Sentinel Advertiser, published at Hope Val-

ley, R.I. , quotes a paragraph from a recent num-

ber of The Index respecting the treatment of the

Chinese in this country, which it prefaces thus :

"It is encouraging to note in these degenerate

political times an occasional example of devotion

to principles of right and justice, such as built up

and animated the Republican party in its earlier

and better days." The paragraph, this paper says,

"shows the drift of advanced and liberal thought,

and is really an 'index' of the path that must be

taken by the party of professed and equal rights

before that party can ever again hold in the hearts

of freedom-loving American people the place it

once so worthily and nobly filled. " Our protest

was against the unjust treatment of the Chinese

in this city. The presence of the Chinese in large

numbers on the Pacific coast presents a difficult

social problem, which requires the wisest statesman-

ship; but there can be no excuse for not enforcing

the law against assaults upon these people, whether

in Boston or San Francisco.

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

ship, any well-directed effort to qualify him for

the exercise of this privilege should be welcomed

by all good citizens and encouraged by the State. "

In carrying this Act into force, Gov. Hoadly says

thus far "discipline has been maintained, the

men have worked well and willingly, hope has as-

sisted fear in promoting good behavior." Anight

school is attended by five hundred and fifty prison-
ers.

The striped suit is still used for the refrac-

tory and disobedient; but the meritorious pris-

oners wear two kinds of clothing, gray and blue,

distinct enough not to facilitate escape. A small

portion of their wages is set apart, " ranging in

amount relatively to conduct." The primary end

of the management has been "to reform rather

than to make money." The Governor wisely

recommends that the institution be managed

upon strictly business principles and not be made

the foot-ball of politics, and its experienced force

be changed with every change of party government

in the State.

A LETTER from Russia says that the jails of

that country are "inadequate to the needs of the

increasing population." New jails are being

built every year; but they are not sufficient for

the "accommodation" of the increasing number of

prisoners, who in 1882 numbered 95,000 and in

1883 97,337 . "In Siberia especially, great suffer-

ing is caused by the want of accommodation for

the 12,000 convicts distributed over the mining

districts, especially as the enormous number of

exiles crowd the houses of correction." The major-

ity of the Russian convicts and exiles are, according

to all accounts, better men and women than those

through whose influence they have been convicted

and sentenced ; and we are not certain but that it

would be fortunate for the people of Russia if a

revolution should occur that would send into exile

the majority of the present officials, and elevate to

power the brave and honest spirits who are now

the victims of Russian despotism. But the Rus-

sian peasants believe, as they have been taught,

that the czar governs by divine right and author-

ity, and that it is their duty to submit to any

wrongs rather than resist "the powers that be."

Thus, priestcraft supports kingcraft ; superstition

and spiritual despotism make the people afraid

and disinclined to oppose a governmental despot-

ism, which is destroying the intellectual and

moral strength of the Russian people. The best

men and women, those of genius and courage, are

exiled and imprisoned; while the country is cursed

by censorship of the press, suppression of freedom

of speech, espionage, religious intolerance, rotten-

ness in every department of the government,

hypocrisy and obsequiousness among officials, sus-

picion and distrust not only of those holding posi-

tions, but of men of influence generally, and a

despotism pervading the government which para-

lyzes the mind and heart of the nation. Some-

times, a revolution is absolutely necessary to the

continuance of the process of evolution; and it

looks now as though Russia might have to undergo

the experience of a terrible struggle before enter-

ing upon a career of development and progress.

Gov. HOADLY, of Ohio, in his annual message,

referring to an Act by which the penitentiary of

that State was reorganized last year, says: "The

Act of 1884 has two objects, to reform the men

and to abolish contract labor. There are those

who look upon convicts as hardened criminals, and

all efforts at their reform or moral and religious

improvement as hopeless. Such is the case, no

doubt, with some, perhaps many; but, when we

remember how many of the prisoners are mere

lads, nearly one-fifth of all being under twenty-one

years of age, how many of their crimes were com-

mitted while they were intoxicated, and how

many of the offences punishable by imprisonment

are the result of temper and passion without set-

tled purpose of wrong, we find reason to correct

and change this opinion. Besides, as it has long

been the settled policy of the State to shorten the

terms of imprisonment as a reward for good con-

duct in the penitentiary, and to restore the convict

who has not violated prison rules to full citizen-
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EQUAL FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE BY

STATE SECULARIZATION.

Asub-committee of the Free Religious Associa-

tion has been zealously engaged the last few

months in preparations to bring before the Massa-

chusetts Legislature certain measures in the in-

terest of a more equal liberty of conscience than

the statutes of the State now allow. They have

directed their efforts to two points,-the abolition

of the law by which churches are exempted from

taxation, and the removal from the statute, with

regard to witnesses in court, of the clause by

which the testimony of awitness maybe discred-

ited on account of his theological opinions. This

action of the committee has been taken in pursu-

ance of a resolution passed at the annual meeting

of the Association last May, by which it was

voted that the Association should more actively

endeavor to promote the objects of State secular-

ization .

Heretofore, the Association has contented itself

with discussions, on its platform and in its publi-

cations, of the various questions which concern the

complete secularizing of the State, leaving it to

individual members to work in practical ways for

the object, according to their respective judgments

and opportunities. In this way, James Parton's

excellent essay on the Taxation of Church Prop-

erty, given before a Convention of the Association

in New York a number of years ago, and after-

ward printed in tract form, has been distributed

in the legislatures of several States where this

subject was coming up for consideration ; as have

also, to less extent,the moreelaborate pamphlets

published by the Association on the Sunday laws

and the public-school question. One reason, per-

haps, why the Association as a body has not more

actively engaged in this work has been an appre-

hension lest the odium theologicum, which might

easilybe aroused in the average legislator's breast

against the Association,might serve to hinder the

advancement of the objects it was laboring to

promote. But this year the Association decided

that the time had come for it to adopt in this

direction a more active policy; and, naturally, it

hasmade a beginning of such action in the Legis-

lature nearest its own head-quarters.

The question might possibly be raised-indeed,

we have heard that ithas been raised by a few per-

sons-whether the constitution of the Free Relig-

ious Association gives any warrant for it to engage

as anorganized body in work of this kind. Is not

theprovince of the Association, it is asked, limited

to providing a platform for the free and full dis-

cussion of all questions pertaining to religion ?

And, since the Association invites persons to its

membership irrespective of their religious beliefs,

may it not be possible and probable that among

its members may be those who do not believe in

the objects covered by the term "State seculariza-

tion," and whose equal rights of membership will

therefore be infringed by the present action of the

executive committee of the Association ? To these

queries, wewouldreplythat,for one,we have never

been able to accept that interpretation of the prov-

ince of the Association which would limit its

action to providing a free parliament for the dis-

cussion of questions concerning religion. To

speak now of nothing else, the Association is

committed by its constitution to the advancement

of perfect liberty of thought in religion. If the

Free Religious Association does not mean this, it

means nothing. And, to our mind, the promotion

of perfect liberty of thought implies necessarily

agooddeal moreof practical activity than merely

to furnish a platform for free discussion. There

cannot be perfect liberty of thought, even the

platform for free discussion is imperilled, so long

as the State gives its support to or subsidizes cer-

tain systems of thought in distinction from other

systems of thought. And this is precisely what
the State does in this country through the laws

which remain on the statute-books favoring cer-

tain theological beliefs and imposing disabilities

and restrictions on citizens who do not hold such

beliefs. Such laws make it easier for people to

hold certainopinions which happen to be held by

the majority than to hold other opinions which

their own reason might dictate. They put a pre-

mium upon certain views by granting special

privileges to those who adopt them, and they

punish those who do not adopt these views by

putting upon them peculiar burdens and singling

them out for public disfavor .

We lately saw a description in some Roman

Catholic journal of the new Catholic cathedral in

Providence. It was proudlyclaimed to be nearly,

if not quite, at the head of all the ecclesiastical
structures in the country in respect to architectural

elegance and luxury of interior decoration and

furnishing. The costwas given ; but the figures,

which were enormous, we have forgotten. But,

whatever it is, it is all exempt from taxation.

The city of Providencemaybe legally called upon

to protect it from fire and other damage; but, if

we understand the law of Rhode Island, not one

cent will be paid to the city for this protection of

the costly, luxurious edifice. In the same city is a

small Free Religious society which meets in a hall

on which taxes have to be paid, because it is re-

garded as secular property. Thus, the Free Relig-

ious folk not onlyhave to pay taxes on their own

building, but they have to pay indirectly their pro-

portion of taxes as citizens for the Catholic cathe-

dralbecausethe real owners of it are exempted from

taxation. And this is only one illustration of an

injustice that is committed in the name of law all

over the country. The injustice is not simply that

a portion of the citizens are thus compelled to pay

indirectly for the support of religious institutions

and doctrines which are contrary to their convic-

tions, but it consists also in the fact that the

government encourages certain established relig.

ious beliefs by placing a bounty upon them, and

correspondingly discourages heterodoxy by leaving

it to struggle without government aid. The theory

of government in this country is equal justice, or

fair play, for all faiths and all opinions in respect

to religion; but the practice is yet very far from

this goal.

Here, then, are positive restrictions upon liberty

of thought, which are maintained by the power

of government. And, if an association which is

organized primarily to advance liberty of thought|

in matters of religion is prevented by its consti- |

tution from taking any practical step for the

removal of these restrictions, it would be an anom-

aly indeed ! To say nothing of any other prac-

tical activities in which the Free Religious Asso-

ciation might legitimately engage as an organized

body, it has always seemed to us that to this work

of removing existing barriers to that equal free-

dom of thought which is the proper right of every

American citizen it is specially called. What

more palpable example of self-stultification could

there be than that a society organized on the prin-

ciple of liberty of thought and for the purpose of

advancing liberty of thought should refrain from

any active movement for abolishing legal hin-

drances to liberty of thought, because possibly some

persons may have come into it as members who

believe in retaining those hindrances ? That is,

if such a case could possibly exist, the society's ac-

tion would be controlled by the presence or im-

agined presence of members who do not believe

in the fundamental principle of the society and

one of its foremost objects !

The ground is sometimes taken, we are aware,

that the principle of liberty of thought is practi-

cally won, and that the statutes which in the United
States appear to violate this right are only linger-

ing relics of a system of governmental support of

religious doctrines which is fast becoming obsolete,

and maynow be safely left to its own natural de-

cay. There is a measure of truth in this represen-

tation. But, on the other hand, there is much error

in it. The system of governmental support of cer-

tain religious views is not so far dead but that,

through statutes growing out of that system, fre-

quentandgross injustice is being done to individual

rights of conscience all over the country. Equal

freedom of thought and conscience is not estab-

lished so long as it is possible for the testimony

of a witness in court to be discredited and set aside

because of his religious beliefs or non-beliefs, as

has been recently done in the case of an important

witness on the validity of a will in a Massachusetts

court and also in the court martial for the trial of

Gen. Swaim in Washington. In both of these cases,

it is possible that actual justice in the decision de-

pended on the excluded testimony. Nor do the

conditions of free impartial inquiry in religious

matters exist so long as government in anyway

discriminates among citizens in respect to their

religious beliefs,-in effect, subsidizing the beliefs

of a portion of the citizens by exempting their

churches from taxation, by enforcing their peculiar

views of the sacredness of Sunday, and by allow

ing their theological ideas to be represented in the

publicschools and in legislative bodies, forwhose

support all citizens are equally taxed.

Wм. Ј. РотTTER.

MENTAL AND MORAL CHARACTERISTICS

OF ORTHODOXY.

Many years ago, Dr. Nehemiah Adams, of Bos-

ton, after trying to persuade the world that slave-

holding was right, undertook the harder task of

showing that the infliction of everlasting misery

was reasonable. It does not appear that he made

many converts to either opinion. But, as the

grounds onwhich he maintained the latter have

been seriously impaired by freedom of thought,

critical investigation by scholars, and advancing

intelligence in the communityat large, new effort

in that direction has beenthought necessary; and

the Rev. Dr. W. G. T. Shedd has applied himself

to it with alacrity in the North American Review

for February. For the due performance of this

work, he seems to have judged it necessary to as-

sume the reality of the trinity, the incarnation

and atonement, the inspiration and infallibility

of Scripture, and an understanding, on his own

part, of God's character,plans, and purposes, past,

present, and future.
Dr. Shedd's theory is that, man having once

sinned, God is necessarily obliged to punish, and

to punish after this life by strict requital, having

no regard to the reformation of the offender.

This penal suffering,he says,can nevercome to an

end, because guilt is the reason for its infliction,

and guilt, once incurred, never ceases. Thus, the

endlessness of future punishment is implied in the

endlessness ofguilt.

Dr. Shedd here notices, as an objection that will

be made to his theory, that in the human admin-

istration of justice some regard is paid to the

reformation of the criminal and to the protection

of the community from further injury; but he

declares that this is owing to the necessary imper-

fection of human governments,and that the per-

fect divine system requires only simple requital

(orwhat is commonly called vengeance).
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Assuming that by the considerations above

mentioned it is proved that God will, in the future

world, inflict endless punishment upon sinners

without attempting or desiring their reformation,

Dr. Shedd undertakes next to show that this

course of action is rational and right. As proof

that it is rational and right,he proceeds to assume :

1. That endless punishment is supported by the

human conscience; that men believe in hell by

reason of their moral sense ; and that a guilty con-

science expects endless punishment.

2. That punishment must needs be endless,be-

cause sin is endless; besides, that in hell the

amount of guilt is constantly accumulating, be-

cause that, by sinning, the manat length becomes

unable to keep the law.

3. Punishment must be endless, because sin is

an infinite evil; demonstrated such by the incar-

nation and the atonement.

4. Because the wicked prefer hell to heaven, and

5. Because the most vicious people are most

opposed to the idea of endless punishment.

The above Dr. Shedd presents as a rational

defence of the doctrine of everlasting punishment,

which doctrine, he assumes, "must have a foot-

hold in the human reason, or it could not have

maintained itself against all the recoil and opposi-

tion which it elicits from the human heart."

An unbiassed reader of Dr. Shedd's article

would easily discern his sophistry, his false as-

sumptions, his self-contradictions, and his utter

failure to prove either the reasonableness or the

reality of endless punishment. But so strong a

biashas been established by the common habit of

presuming that the clergy are wise as well as good

and honest as well as wise, and of accepting their

professional assertions without question, that the

average reader needs to be reminded of some such

considerations as the following :-

Long before Dr. Shedd wrote the article in

question, he had so pledged himself to his theolog-

ical connection to hold the doctrine it sets forth

and to stick to it and to bolster it up by every

means in his power that he is not to be expected

to make any other than a partisan statement of

it, or to give a moment's recognition to such facts

or such reasons as favor the other side. He is not

to be expected, in this matter, to act otherwise

than the average lawyer in defending his client.

Pretending to account for the fact that great

numbers of men believe the doctrine of endless

future punishment, Dr. Shedd disingenuously

withholds the true and sufficient reason, and sub-

stitutes a false one. He says that this doctrine is

supported by the human conscience, and that "it

must have a foothold in the human reason, or it

could not have maintained itself against all the

recoil and opposition which it elicits from the

human heart."

its whole course. If he had originally the average

amount of reason and conscience, these seem to

have been fashioned byhis orthodox theology into

its own image, so that he remains blissfully un-

conscious of the utterly diabolical character and

course of action which his argument ascribes to

theDeity.

He assumes "reason and conscience" to teach

what he teaches, but their verdict is plainly in

the contrary direction. Reason and conscience

condemn the father who deliberately kills his

child: if he burns him alive, they consider it an

aggravation of his guilt; if by magical arts he

succeeded in prolonging his child's life for the

purpose of prolonging his suffering, reason and

conscience would stamp him as abominable and

detestable in character as well as action. What,

then, would they say of one who should beget chil-

dren with the intended purpose so to torture them;

of onewho, having the power, should make their

sufferings endless; of one who should prearrange

for millions of such burnt-offerings ; of one who

should assign and inflict this torture as the appro-

priate and the just penalty for not believing adoc-

trine unproved, unreasonable, and incredible ?

Reason and conscience justify him who said to

such a one as Dr. Shedd, "Your God is my devil."

What could Satan himself do worse than what this

reverend imputes to God? But he imputes the

same fiendishness to Jesus also. He who in this

life was the friend of sinners, who came to seek

and to save that which was lost, is by and by,

according to Dr. Shedd, to approve and inflict the

cruelties above hinted at, and to turn a deaf ear

to the cries of "the lost," more numerous and more

wretched there than in his earthly days. And

Dr. Shedd does not realize that, if this were true,

the character of Jesus would be far less estimable

in heaven than it was on earth. He would not

only be changed, but be changed unspeakably for

theworse.

CARLYLE'S RELIGION.

Such a great moralforce and intellectual prodigy

as Carlyle cannot possibly become hackneyed or

without interest as a topic of discussion. His

works in volume almost form a literature of them-

selves. It is true that his behavior in the pres-

ence of the inevitable and ordinary ills of life

was not at all that of a philosopher, but of one

nervously disposed. Still, inwardly in the sanc-

tumsanctorum of his me, or conscious spiritual be-

ing, he was sunlike, emitting a steady glow and

effulgence. There, he was not weak or querulous ;

but all was life and light and power and buoyant,

electric, magnetic, good humor. Carlyle was a

Norseman or Teuton as well by genius as by race.

When in his lectures entitled "Heroes and Hero-

worship" he treated of the hero as god, it was no

Greek or Asiatic deity concerning whom he des-

canted to his audience, but Odin, the chief of the

Norse or Scandinavian pantheon. Froude says

that even the Scandinavian gods were nearer to

him than were the Hebrew. The Norse mythic

fountain, Mimir's well, and the world-tree, Ygdrasil,

were more sacred to him than Siloa's Brook or

Oriental palm.

He spoke of the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin the-

ologies and mythologies as "old clothes," which

were outworn and out of date for us moderns, and

especially for men of Norse or Teutonic descent,

with theirpersonal purity,individualism, high moral

sense, truthfulness, courage, rationalism, and love

of reality, fireside, home, and freedom. It was

not for such a race, the imperial race of the mod-

ern world, to stoop to borrow its theology or the-

ory ofhuman destinyand the universe from slavish,

superstitious, treacherous, comparatively unmanly

Asiatics, with their utter subserviency to social and

theological absolutisms. His contempt for the

Asiatic character, as well as his entire disbelief

in all alleged supernaturalisms, had much to do

with his rejection of the Hebrew and Christian

theologies, which were yet inbred in his blood,

heart, and brains, as it were, by inheritance from

generations of devout Presbyterian ancestors of

the "Old Mortality" sort of Scott's famous ro-

mance. Thus, he used the phraseology of Hebrews

and Christians, while he did not pretend to believe

in Hebraism or any of the Christian creeds, he

regarding their so-called supernatural revelations

as myths or fancies of heated brains. To these,

we are told, he greatly preferred, with some Ger-

man writer on the subject, "the old deep Norse

Paganism, with its stalwart energy and self-help,

with its stoicism, rugged nobleness, and depth, as

of very death to any Christianism now going."

It was a dictum of his that men can no longer

possibly look at the world and life through old

Greek, Hebrew, and Latin spectacles, because at

last there is a modern world, with an altogether

changed outlook and environment of institutions,

knowledges, and material apparatus for carrying

forward every-daylife. Thus,he applauds the prac-

tical, rough old father of Frederick the Great for

confining his son to a study of the French and

German languages as living tongues, in which he

was to think and speak, while the dead languages

of the Greek and Roman past, as studies, were

mere mental and moral rubbish.

But these are not the only instances of Dr.

Shedd's insensibility to moral distinctions. He

does not suspect the absurdity of satisfying justice

by punishing the innocent for the guilty, or of

holding a criminal guiltless in consequence of the

infliction of the penaltydue to him upon an inno-

centperson. He does not suspect the absurdity of

making a just God continue endlessly to revenge

himself for accumulations of guilt after the of

fender has "become unable to keep the law. " He

does not suspect the absurdity of calling God's

post mortem law perfect, because it neither seeks

nor desires the reformation of the criminal, and

calling the present laws of men imperfect because

they propose that work, and take some measures

to execute it. He does not recognize the absur-

dity of grouping together as divinely inspired and

infallibly correct all the parts of two different col-

lections ofdocuments, written by different persons,

in different languages, and in different ages, and

not only diverse from one another by mutual dis-

crepancy and self-contradiction, but advocating

some the one and some the other of two diverse

and incompatible religions. He sees no absurdity

in assuming that awise and just Godso constituted

man as to make his belief dependent on evidence,

and then, in the matter most vitally important to

him, required belief irrespective of evidence; nay,

worse,-required belief of something which, as

intelligence advanced,was shown to be more and

more disapproved by evidence. And, finally, Dr.

Shedd does not see that proved errors in regard to

the authorship, the date, or the contents of one

of the Scriptural documents impair, inanymanner

or degree, the duty of believing its infallible cor-

rectness or ofobeying its injunctions.

Instead of "maintaining itself," this doctrine

has been maintained by the persistent and un-

scrupulous representations of men like Dr. Shedd.

Its real "foothold" has been in pulpits, creeds,

catechisms, sermons, commentaries, tracts, ortho-

dox newspapers, and revival meetings. All the

Catholic clergy and nineteen-twentieths of the

Protestant ministry have strenuously exerted them-

selves to teach this doctrine for centuries. What

wonder that their parishioners believe it? It is

clerical manipulation, and not reason norconscience,

which upholds this doctrine.

But the most noteworthy feature of Dr. Shedd's

article is the deficiency or perversion of moral

sense, the disregard of ethical considerations, the

apparent unconsciousness of any distinction be-

tween right and wrong, which he shows through C. K. WHIPPLE.

Carlyle had a constant and haunting sense of

the fleetingness, shadowiness, and spectral nature

of our mortal lives. Hesawmen as ghosts walk-

ing the streets, and at times his associates and in-

timateswould become spectral to him, the skeleton

and death's head, as it were, becoming visible to

his morbid and brooding gaze through the tissue

and fleshly integuments of their bodies. Death

and eternity seemed to be constantly in his
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thoughts, and the environing silence of infinite

cosmical space, in which our little planet and our

little lives with their inane hubbub are floating

like mere specks, bubbles, and motes.

Inhis journal, under date of July 15,1835, when

hewas engaged in writing the History of the French

Revolution, he records how the terrible scenes of

the Revolution seized his imagination, haunting

him as he walked the streets. London, too, and

its giddy whirl of life, that, too, might become as

Paris had been. Ah! and what was it all but a

pageant passing from darkness to darkness ? "The

world" (he said at this time) "looks often quite

spectral to me. Sometimes, as in Regent Street

the other night, quite hideous, discordant, almost

infernal. I had been at Mrs. Austin's, heard Syd-

ney Smith, for the first time, guffawing, other per-

sons prating, jargoning. To me, through those thin

cobwebs, Death and Eternity sate glaring !" Thus

was Carlyle of an ascetic, melancholic temper-

ament. At one time, he was fond of reading in

that great and voluminous literarymonument of me-

diæval superstition of the Benedictines, namely,

the Acta Sanctorum. His graphic sketch, in his

Frederick the Great, of the Prussian Saint Adal-

bert was a fruit of this reading. This saint flour-

ished in the last years of the tenth century. Car-

lyle describes him as "a man of genius, one of

Heaven's brightest sons born into the muddy dark-

ness of this world; laid hold of by a transcendent

Message in the due transcendent degree. He en-

teredPrag (or Prague) as Bishop, not in a carriage

and six, but walking barefoot; his contempt for

earthlyshadows being always extreme."

Curiously enough, Carlyle believed, with the stern

old Romans, that, under certain circumstances of

personal uselessness and outwornness and subjec-

tion to irretrievable calamity and misery, suicide

was no criminal desertion of one's post in life, but

a justifiable shuffling off of an intolerable and

profitless burden of existence.

be of town or country, "godlike or God." Not-

withstanding his sceptical, invincibly rationalistic

mood of mind with reference to the creeds of

Christendom, Mr. Froude says Carlyle was a deter-

mined believer in God and immortality. But he

complained, in view of the flood of atheism that

was pouring in on mankind in his last days, and

whichhedenominated "The Gospel of Dirt," that

God did not manifest himself and vindicate his

own existence in a sufficiently palpable manner to

stay said tide of atheism. Carlyle was a great

admirer of the Athenian Stoic philosopher, Zeno,

but was yet no Stoic himself. He was evidently

annoyedby Emerson's imperturbable cheerfulness,

buoyancy, and sunshininess of manner, as if it

indicated a superficial nature. It seemed a de-

meanor essentially " exotic" to him, which a

thoughtful man had no right to wear or assume.

He petulantly likened his American friend to a

smiling gymnosophist sitting on a flowery bank,

while he himself was down in the thick and dust

of the battle of life, giving and receiving hard

knocks and getting badly bruised, to say nothing

of brokenbones. As ifEmerson,with all his gen-

tleness and sunshine of manner, had not had his

share of the world's blows and buffets, as a radical

come-outer and antagonist of all popular conven-

tionalisms and beliefs ! The difference between

him and his self-styled master was that the pupil

took his punishment smilingly, while Sartor Resar-

tusmade an unmanly ado about it. Carlyle was a

prophet and religious teacher, because he had an

ever-haunting sense of the eternal Reality which

moves this phantasmagorial world from behind the

veil of its phenomena, sending ever new genera-

tions of living beings, both animal and vegetable,

to take the place of those which are constantly

perishing, and thus weaving forever the mystic

web of life without pause or cessation in the roar-

ing loom of Time. Then, too, for Carlyle, the

moral law, inexorable and irrepealable, pervaded the

With Macbeth, he thought in his prevailing universe of conscious life, vindicating itself at all

mood of mind that

"Life's but a walking shadow; a poor player,

That struts and frets his hour upon the stage,

Andthen is heard no more: it is a tale

Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,

Signifying nothing."

times and in the lives of all men and generations.

Mr. Froude says that Carlyle did not think it

possible that educated honest men could much

longer believe in historic Christianity. "He had

been reading the Bible. Half of it seemed to be

inspired truth, half of it human illusion." "The

prophet says, 'Thus saith the Lord,' 'In my

Father's house are manymansions. ' Yes, sir. But

how if it be not the Lord, but only you who take

your own fancies to be the word of the Lord ?"

And again, "If you are the Lord, you have a right

to say so ; but, if you are not, you know no more

about the matter than I do." "I spoke to him of

what he had himself done. Then, as always, he

thought little of it. He thought that scientific

accountings for the moral sense were all moon-

shine. Right and wrong in all things, great and

small, had been ruled eternally by the Power

which made us." Although his inherited creed

had crumbled awayin the light of his reason and

his profound historical knowledge,still it cropped

out to the end of his life in all his talk and

writings. For it is not in a single lifetime or in

one or two generations that an inveterate religious

creed of fourteen or fifteen centuries ' persistence

can be outgrown. The nations of Southern Europe

werepagan for thousands of years. Paganism was

a structural outgrowth of their mental and moral

nature and environment. Nominally, they have

been Christian for many centuries ; but, at bottom,

they are still pagan, as in primitive times. Car-

lyle, although hewas invincibly rational and scep-

tical, and although he, by his writings and his own

He had all his life "the child's heart in the

man," so that no amount of experience of the

varying aspects of every-day life and the phenom-

enal world could make them seem common and

familiar. He wrote of these things as if he was

constantly under a sense of "something far more

deeply interfused," of some mystic and eternal

Reality which was operating without haste or rest

and masquerading under the show of sensible

things. Thus was he religious in the old and

better sense of the word; and thus did he walk

withGod, as it were, or the Eternal Power behind

the veil of sense. As the sea-shell murmured in

the child's ear of its native ocean, so nature, or

the sensible world of ear and eye, was full of

mystical intimations to him of Deity. By "the

silences and immensities," of which he so often

wroteand spoke, he meant the stillness andbound-

lessness of the immeasurable night heavens and of

cosmical space. "Old Ocean's gray and melan-

choly waste," with the everlasting monotone of its

surf-beaten strand, sounding like the weary moan

of endless effort and duration ; the elemental oper-

ations of Nature in rural solitudes; the alterna-

tions of day and night ; the mysterious charm and

benediction of moonlight in nocturnal street or

lonely valley,-these sights and sounds of nature

forever witched him with a feeling of awe and

fascination, as the masks and sensible manifesta-❘ confession, had shaken existing creeds as much as

tions of hidden Deity. Thus, was the All ever and

always to him, in whatever environment he might
anyman "in extricating the kernel of truth from

the shell in which it was rotting," still, in his

age-weakness, world-weariness, and loneliness,

shrank with aversion and exasperation from the

general unbelief which confronted him on all

hands inEngland andon the continent. He could

not adjust himself to the new world, which was

seriously bent on breaking with the creeds and

faiths of the past,andwas eagerly accepting the

conclusions of science and rational thought. He

relucted at the spectacle, and reverted, in his talk

at least, to his dead mother's spiritual mood. Like

Dame Partington with her mop, he vainly tried,

with loud and angry denunciation, to sweep back

from his threshold the Atlantic flood of unbelief

and democracy which was roaring all around him.

To add to his exasperation, cranks of the vulgar,

atheistic sort insisted on persecuting him with

their pamphlets, which he likened to the yell of

hyenas exulting at the fact that the universe was

nothing but carrion. The ages of faith were

indeed gone, never to return; and Carlyle in his

old age could not reconcile himself to the fact.

At times, he fairly raved about it, and was like "a

geyser in his wrath, throwing up columns of steam,

boiling water, and stones." In his journal, under

date of Nov. 13, 1869, he writes : "The quantities of

potential and even consciously increasing atheism,

sprouting out everywhere in these days, is enor-

mous. In every scientific or quasi-scientific peri-

odical, one meets it. By the last American mail, I

had two eloquent, determined, and calmly zealous

declarations of it. In fact, there is clear prophecy

to me that in another fifty years it will be the

new religion to the whole tribe of hard-hearted,

hard-headed men in the world, who for their time

bear practical rule in this world's affairs. Not

only all Christian churches, but all Christian re-

ligions are nodding towards speedy downfall in

this Europe that now is. Figure the residuum:

manmade chemically out of Urschleim, or a certain

blubber called protoplasm, virtue, duty, utility an

association of ideas, and the corollaries from all

that. Man descended from the apes or the shell-

fish . France is amazingly advanced in that career.

England, America, are making still more passion-

ate speed to come up with her, to pass her, and be

the vanguard of progress." Thus, it will be seen

that Carlyle belonged to his own earlier day and

generation by his heart, if not by his head. The

new moral and mental world which was emerg-

ing into view alarmed him. That is, like Words-

worth:-

"He grew old in an age he condemned, ...

And, like the Theban seer,

Died in his enemy's day."

Andyet he himself had been the mightiest prophet

and forerunner of the new time. For consolation,

he threw himself back on Pope's "UniversalPrayer, "

Like
as the pious utterance of reverent reason.

Heine, he reverted to a belief in the historic, per-

sonal, anthropomorphic God of Orthodoxy, history,

and tradition. Such inconsistency in similar cir-

cumstances will mark the careers of many a pro-

found thinker and scientist for a good many years

to come, in the weakness of their human nature ;

for religion is not truth, but a sentiment, a primi-

tive passion and emotion of human nature, an

offspring of its weaknesses, hopes, fears, and as-

pirations. And because it is a sentiment pure

and simple, springing outside of the domain of

truth and reason, it is useless to argue with it or

about it:-

"Still will the old instinct bring back the oldnames."

It is the attitude of irrational, unscientific, human

nature in the presence of the mystery of the uni-

verse, and by reason of its own weakness, wretch-

edness, and perplexity.

In closing a notice of this phase of his nature,

the thought will suggest itself that Carlyle was al-
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together in too grim earnest with life, or too con-

stantly in a grimlyearnest mood. If existence has

its dark side, it has its bright, sunny side also.

The festal, genial, social emotions are to be culti-

vated; and he who keeps his bow incessantly bent

deprives it at last of its elasticity.

ABOUT A WORD.

B. W. BALL.

to the fact is nevertheless carried over to it to

cover all defects and atone for all faults.

The finest characteristic of the modern spirit is

its breadth of sympathy, its appreciation of human

worth without regard to external conditions. The

difference which Mr. Kennedy notes between

Homer and Scott in this particular is a real one ;

and, if I may judge, he does by no means exagger-

ate its importance. There is nothing else in the

modern spirit so large, so generous, so productive

and promising as this character, which is also most

peculiar to itself. But this character is associated

with no political method or opinion. It is as pro-

nounced in Scott, the tory, in Wordsworth, the

rigorous conservative, and in Carlyle, the advocate

of "one-man power," as in any democrat what-

soever. Goethewas a representative of "intellect-

ual aristocracy"; but where shall we find a more

sympathetic appreciation of wholesome, humble

life than in his Hermann and Dorothea? For this

reason, first of all, I do not give the title of

democracy to that characteristic of the modern

spirit : it declares itself quite independent of politi-

cal opinion. Why should it have a political title

any more than that scientific tendency which is

also a characteristic of the modern epoch ? Again,

Scott draws the figure of Edie Ochiltree, and

exhibits worth and dignity of being in a licensed

beggar. What reference in this to any demos, any

bodyofpermanently associated men, or to any cracy,

any sovereignty, supremacy, or power of rule? I

can find none whatever ; and, therefore, it seems to

me thatto apply the term "democracy" here is to

make it a double-faced word of the most deceiving

sort. The effect is to invest democratic botchwork

with a glamour that enchants men and cheats their

eyes. Mr. Kennedy cannot be so cheated, but how

many can be so and are !

It is clear that Mr. Kennedy and I are of one

mind, save as we differ about the uses of a

word. I am heartily glad to have written any-

thing that should call from him such a definition

and declaration of position. What he has said of

political democracy cheers and exhilarates me, for

I find in it an assurance that our system is coming

to be observed by that unbribed, judicial eye

whose services it has wanted too long. But now

about words. Good words get spoiled, as has

happened to "spiritualism" and "socialism." We

cannot at once replace them, and cannot very well

get on without them. But the mischief is irrepa-

rable : a spoiled word can no more be restored to

its proper use than an addled egg can be made

sound. This is embarrassing, but it is still more so

tohave in current use and for important purposes

adouble-faced word. A face mayvary in expres-

sion without losing its identity, and so aword may

havevarious shades of meaning without prejudice

to its proper simplicity. But a word with two

faces differing extremely or entirely in character

leads to a confusing duplicity of expression that

in numbers will make confusion of thought.

What is said with one intent is applied to a quite

different intent, so that the speaker, however clear

inhis own mind, can never be quite sure what he

is saying to his auditors.

D. A. WASSON.

PREJUDICES OBSTRUCTING THE SCIEN-

TIFIC STUDY OF RELIGION.

Now, democracy was originally a political term,

like monarchy. It meant popular government, the

supremacy of the demos, populus, people. But

demos, as implicated in this term, even while it

retains its strictly political signification, is itself

one of the spoiled words. Once, it meant a body

of persons or families grown together in an his-

torical and moral unity: now, it means a miscel-

laneous aggregate of individuals comprised within

the limits of a certain territory and living under

onegovernment. However, democracy is none the

less a political method; that is, a means to such

ends as are named in the preamble to the Federal

Constitution. And the more strictly it is regarded

and judged as such, the more likelihood will there

be of getting good out of it. Let it be seen in

Bacon's "dry light" as simply a means to an end,

and, if it does not work well, men will permit

themselves to see the fact, and to inquire why it

does not workwell. Thus, defects will be supplied,

imperfect methods amended, and the best that the

system is capable of brought out of it. All this is

themore to be desired, since modern democracy is

still young. It has a character of its own, quite

different from anything that was known in ancient

times; and it is still in its green years, with much

to learn from experience and much self-correction

to undertake. But, at present, we seem under a sort

of enchantment. Never was a people so tolerant

of shambling inefficiency in its public affairs.

Congress does a little good work, with quite as

much of inexcusably bad work; but its supreme

faculty is that of doing with labor nothing to

purpose. It talks, shuffles, plays at party strategy,

andhuddles up appropriations in the last days or

hours of a session. We look on without concern,

persuaded that all is well. Why this curious indif-

ference? The secret, as I believe, lies in the fact

that democracy is a double-faced word, and that

the virtue of the facewhich reallydoes not belong | in such a spirit must stir up more prejudice than

they can drive away. August Comte used to say,

we can destroy only what we replace. We might

also say that wecandestroy only what we explain.

This maxim of Count d'Alviella ought to be

kept in mind in our contest with that implacable

foe of free thought, the Roman Catholic Church.

Protestant sects we shall sooner or later find work-

ing with us, as a growing party in each one of

them would be glad to be now. Everywhere there

is progress, except inthat Church which boasts her-

self the same yesterday, to-day, and forever. The

same organization which burned John Huss and

Giordano Bruno, carried on the crusades and the

inquisition, massacred the Albigenses and Hugue-

nots, is fighting against our free schools to-day.

In order to hold our own against her, we must

keep in mind the foundation on which she rests.

Allher growth is not to be ascribed to ignorance,

for her originwas in a comparatively enlightened

age. What did more than anything else to create

her was the popular desire for salvation. The

wish to winheaven and escape hell has made men

and women distrust their own goodness, and long

for supernatural help. Jesus sought to satisfy this

wantbyteaching the sufficiency of faith in himself.

The early Church insisted on faith in Christ with

an earnestness which inevitably expanded it into

belief in the established creeds. Those who ex-

pected to be saved by faith naturally tried to be-

lieve as much as possible; and the more incredible

the creed, the more meritorious its acceptance. As

the creeds grew in length and value, the preachers

who expounded them found it necessary to organ-

ize so firmly as to be able to feel sure that only

the orthodox faith was taught. Correct belief

was thought necessary for salvation, and bishops

and popes had to be empowered to tell people

what to believe. This preference of faith to rea-

son checked mental culture, and hastened the gen-

eral intellectual decline during the early Christian

centuries. All inward life, even in the form of

faith, seemed less important than outward observ-

Thesehad been insisted upon by Judaism

and all the heathen religions, as means not only of

training mankind in morality, but of propitiating

God. The early Church found herconverts prone

to rely on ceremonies ; and, one by one, she incor-

porated the familiar rites with such changes as

were needed to adapt them to her own creed.

Thus, herpreachers becamepriests, andtheir power

increased rapidly. The people looked to the creeds

and ceremonies of the Church to carry them to

heaven, and for a time forgave her oppression and

corruption for the sake of her fancied aid. They

were like sailors out at sea, who hate their officers,

but know there is no safety outside of the ship.

It was this reliance on the saving efficacy of the

Church which delayed the Reformation for cen-

turies, and which has kept it so nearly within

the limits it reached in the sixteenth century.

Protestantism has only partly met the difficulty,

for regard to its church interests has kept it from

teaching man his full capacity to save himself.

The best wayto meet all ecclesiastical usurpation

and extortion is to insist on the ability of ordinary

men andwomen,inhappy families and honest busi-

ness, to work out their own salvation. If we live

amid favorable social and domestic influences, we

have no right to distrust our capacity to fit our-

selves for all the requirements of this life or of

any other. If we lack inspiration, we must seek

it by improving either our own physical and men-

tal condition or those daily influences which make

up our home. What the world needs is not the

multiplication of churches, but the elevation of

business relations as well as of social and family

This is the title of the lecture which Count

Goblet d'Alviella gave as the first of his course on

the History of Religions, and which is published

in the December number of the Revue de Belgique.

He begins by showing how sadly those who try

to teach what the Old Testament really means,

like Colenso, Kuenen, and Lenormant, have been

hindered bybelief in its infallibility. So the study

of the heathen religions has to contend against a

bigotry which refuses to hear them spoken of,

except for the purpose of making them appear in-

ferior to Christianity. Then, again, there is the

philosophic prejudice, for instance, of those fol-

lowers of Comte, who insist that all religions be-

gan with fetichism, though history proves this to

be rather a late phase of their development. The

philosophers of the last century were no more nar-

row in asserting that all religions were created by

priestcraft than are those recent speculators who

think that theology is only astronomy. To say

that the gods were only deified men is really not

much more unscientific than to lump them all

together as solar myths or dawn myths or art

myths, according to the fancy of different theo-

rizers. All these explanations may be of use when

taken together, so that each can correct the others ;

but no one of them is sufficient by itself. Exclu-

sive devotion to any one science-for instance,

philology-is often found to blind specialists to the

value of other methods of research. And, finally,

there is the irreligious prejudice which sees in my-

thology and theology nothing but rubbish, which

ought to be buried out of sight. Those who work

ances.

life.

F. M. HOLLAND.
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A REPLY TO THE " CATHOLIC REVIEW. "

panied by no reverence for the moral law, showing

that his religious training, and possibly that of

his ancestors whose traits he has inherited, received

more attention than was given to his and their

moral education. Of course, so long as faith and

reverence for the priest are of primary importance

in the education of Catholics, the priest will be a

necessity, and often useful in restraining the lower

classes from violence, since the very teachings of

the Church make the priestly presence and influ-

ence the only means by which these classes of its

adherents can be reached. But the theological

teachings of the Catholic Church are responsible

for that type of character, that combination of

We mentioned recently the case of a convict

in the penitentiary at Joliet, Ill., who feigned in-

sanity, in order that he might get to the hospital

and effect an escape. Being extremely violent,

threatening, if any one dared approach him, to

kill a fellow-prisoner, whom he had clutched by

the throat and behindwhose body he was shrewdly

barricading himself, it occurred to the warden that,

since this convict was a Catholic, he might submit

to a priest ; and, accordingly,he sent for one, who

came and soon had the fellow on his knees. A

medical examination, made subsequently, showed

that the convict was in health, and that his insan- faith and fear, that strange mixture of servile

ity was wholly feigned. We cited this case-not

unfairly, we thought-to illustrate that men may

believe in theological dogmas and have great rev-

erence for the priest, and yet have no regard for

law or the precepts of morality. We expressed

the opinion that, if the Catholic Church made

morality, as it now makes theological belief, pri-

mary in its teachings, it would thereby improve the

character of its adherents. We admitted that in

a riot or a revolt in a prison the priest was often

useful, as he was in the case above mentioned,

for the reason that the lower class of Catholics,

being the victims of superstition, can be restrained

only by its imaginary terrors, and, being in their re.

ligious education the creatures of the priest, are sub-

missive to him, when moral appeals have no effect

whatever upon them.

..

Our contemporary, the Catholic Review, which

has an editorial article in reply to our remarks,

takes a different view of the subject. It says:

"Where force failed, the influence of religion at

once told. Obviously, a common-sense com-

ment on such an incident, granting the details to

be true, is that the chaplain proved an excellent

aid in a grave emergency. It goes to emphasize

what we constantly insist on, that prisons and

reformatories should be thrown open, at stated

times and in accordance with discipline, to the

clergymen of such denominations as the prisoner

may profess or desire to profess. Well, in the

instancecited, logical and atheistic Mr. Underwood

only sees another example of 'the bad influence of

priestly teaching.' The effect of the priest's expos-

tulation on the raving criminal was not due to

reverence for God's minister, but wholly and

solely to 'superstition.' And our Boston logician

goes on to rave in this fashion : 'The Catholic

Church attaches more importance to belief in

theologicaldogmas and in submission to the priest

than to the virtues the practice of which is indis-

pensable to character and all-important in con-

duct.' Of course, it would be absurd to ask this

logician forhis authority for such a statement."

That the Catholic Church is not indifferent to

the moral character of its adherents was freely ad-

mitted in the article which the Review criticises,

but we claimed that it attaches primary impor-

tance to faith. This is certainly true. Heresy it

regards as the most dangerous sin. Members of

the Catholic Church are not excommunicated for

lying, theft, drunkenness, robbery, or other crimes ;

but for heresy they are excommunicated. With-

out theological belief (except in cases of "invincible

ignorance") , the Catholic Church teaches that there

canbe no salvation. With faith and compliance

with the requirements of the Church, whatever

offences against morality have been committed,

salvation is certain. Do not these facts teach that

the Catholic Church makes theological faith pri-

mary and morality secondary? The convict above

referred to hadplenty of faith, although destitute

of moral character; and there was no lack of"rev-

erence for God's minister," although it was accom-

superstition and moral savagery represented by

the Joliet convict. B. F. UNDERWOOD.

EDITORIAL NOTES .

BY B. F. U.

SEVERAL colored men,having been refused ad-

mission to a skating rink in this city, merely

because of their color, very properly brought a suit

against the proprietor for damages. In the first

cases decided, fifty dollars apiece were awarded the

complainants. An appeal was made by the defend-

ant to a higher court, but with no prospect of a

reversal of the verdict.

In an exchange, we find quoted from О. В.

Frothingham the following paragraph, which, in

our opinion, is fairly applicable to the great major-

ity of sectarian journals published in this country :

As a rule, "religious " papers are a reproach to jour-

nalism, on account of their unfairness and their ran-

cor, their persistency of misrepresentation and the

unswerving constancy of their abuse. Political

papers have their seasons of suspended hate, but the

ill-will of the religious organ toward its opponents is

systematic and continuous.... It is the fatality of

the Christian pretension under all its forms that it

renders impossible reasonable judgment of dissent.

The editorial, thecomment, the record of intelligence,

the book review,-all betray the malignant temper.

THE Journal of Speculative Philosophy for Janu-

ary, 1884, the latest number but one,-the number

for April, 1884, having just been issued,-contains

an article by the editor on "RowlandG. Hazard's

Works ." Dr. Harris does us the honor in this

article to quote largely from our notice of Mr.

Hazard's latest work, Man a Creative First Cause,

which appeared in The Index of Nov. 8, 1883 ;

and the passages quoted are made the subject of

some comments which we have failed to examine

in The Index, partly because of the purely specu-

lative nature of the subject and partly because of

other demands upon our time and space. We may

recur to the subject in the near future. We are

not strongly impressed with Dr. Harris' reason-

ings on this subject ; but the courteous and gener-

ous spirit in which he conducts the discussion must

win the respect of all his readers, whether they

agree with him or not.

THE Boston Saturday Gazette, in a reference to

Joseph Cook's last published volume, says : "Here,

as in other lectures, Mr. Cook worships at the feet

of those who are in accord with him in opinion,

and treats those with whom his theories find no

favor with lofty scorn and scant courtesy. When

he roars, he thinks he is reasoning; and he imag-

ines that, when he strikes an adversary with a

bludgeon,he has settled the intellectual point at

issue at once. His success is a sensational one in

a sensational era. In all his lectures, he has uttered

nothing of permanent value that has not been bet-

ter said by others. He may be looked upon as the

apostle of modern bigotry as manifested against

intellectual progress, and his theories may be

characterized as a mixture of German philosophy

and water. This, his latest book, is a curious

jumble of badly digested learning and iron-clad

egotism. It will, of course, please his admirers

who have learned to regard his words as oracular ;

but more thoughtful readers, who do not consider

anoisy and a wordy statement to be necessarily a

truthful and a well-framed argument, will either

yawn or smile at the bluster and the conceit of the

self-satisfied lecturer."

FROM the Independent, we take the following

paragraph:-

...We point to Christ as the only Saviour, but

yet one shrinks from declaring that all those who

never heard the name of Jesus are lost. The true

state of the case may be given thus : No one can be

saved except as he follows Christ, as no one canwalk

except by the light of the sun. But, as the sunmay

show one the path before it has become visible above

the horizon or when its face is obscured by clouds ,

so Christ may be followed by those to whose vision

his form has never been revealed. As many as are

led by the spirit of God, they are the sons ofGod;

and men may be following the mind of Christ, not

only in the clear sunlight of orthodox theology, but

also in the twilight of nature or beneath the thick

clouds of superstition and erroneous opinion. God is

love, and he who believes in love believes in God.

Christ is the truth and the light; and he who loves

and follows truth and light and purity and righteous-

ness loves and follows Christ, though the story of

the divine Nazarene has never been unfolded to his

eyes.

The doctrine that "he who loves and follows

truth and light and purity and righteousness,"

whether or not he believes in or has ever heard of

the gospel story of Jesus, will be among the

"saved," must no doubt be expressed in some such

phraseology as the above, in order to be acceptable

to those who have adopted rational views as to the

true basis of character and moral merit, but are

still subject, more or less, in their ways ofthinking

and modes of expression to the influence of a

theology to which they can no longer give intel-

lectual assent .

OMAR KHAYYAM.

If the Power which made me had asked my leave,

Before it made, to make me,

Iwould have said: Think what you do,

Anddon't, if it's all the same to you.

Whymake me for Death to breakme?

That is to say, what may be me

Is earth, as again it must be:

What is the use of moulding Man

Who is fated to end as hebegan?

Poor dust, which can only dust be.

But if Imust be, give me so much leave

As to saywhat my mind discloses :

Iwouldhave shaped this clay of mine

Into the pitcher that holds the wine

Or into yon bush of roses.

-R. H. Stoddard.

For The Index.

TO OMAR KHAYYAM.

Omar, in the six hundred years and more

Since thou first gazed upon the flowery shore

Wheredwells the prophet near to Allah's throne,

Hast thou yet learned the heavenly Potter's lore?

The why and how he made some vessels fair,

Andgraceful some, with decoration rare,

While others poor and plain misshapen urns

Came forth from that same hand: did he not care

That they must bear the stamp he gives alway,

That no man's art maygive or take away

Onehump or wrinkle either more or less,-

Greatneed eachhuman jar should "gently pray"

For patience and an all-abiding grace

To see in each poor form a heavenly face!

Would thou couldst tell us,Omar, whohast seen

The sacred mysteries of thathigher place!

ABBIE FRANCES JUDD.

WESTBORO, MASS.
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of the Free Religious Association ; namely, "To promote
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of man's religious nature and history"; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks
these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.

It would subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations--the Christian no less

than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipate Re-

ligion from bondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-

tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

may be put more effectually to the service of a higher

Morality and an improved Social Welfare.

UNDERWOOD , : : : : : : :}
WILLIAM J. POTTER,

BENJAMIN F. UNDER
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made payable. Letters for Mr. PoTTER should be ad-
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PAPERS are forwarded until an explicit order is
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ment of all arrearages is made. The change of date on the

address label is a receipt for renewal, and no other receipt

will be sent unless specially requested.

For The Index.

A Study of Primitive Christianity.

BY LEWIS G. JANES.

VII.

THE CHRISTIANITY OF PAUL.

...

"tendency writing," the object of which is not so

much the dissemination of historical truth as the

reconciliation of two conflicting parties, into which,

as we shall see hereafter, the early Christian com-

munities came to be divided.

Of the fourteen Epistles attributed to Paul by

the current orthodox tradition, all except four-

Romans, First and Second Corinthians, and Gala-

tians-have had their authenticity questioned by

able critics. There are unquestionably differences

in thought traceable in the earlier and later

Epistles; and, in the case of Hebrews, these differ-

ences are so marked, and are accompanied by such

a notable divergence in style and phraseology, that

we are justified inconcluding that Paul could not

have been its author. With this exception, how

ever, and with the exception also of the Epistles to

Timothy * and Titus, and perhaps also Ephesians,

the internal evidence would appear stronger in

favor of their authenticity than in opposition

thereto. The differences of thought observable

are no greater than might be expected in the

mental progress of a man of the wide experience

and great mental activity of Paul.t

The Legend of the Resurrection.

Paul is the earliest witness to the prevalence of

the legend of the resurrection of Jesus among his

disciples and followers. Since Paul bases his

Christian belief and teaching upon this phenome-

non as an established fact, § and since Christendom

has accepted it as the foundation stone of its

spiritual edifice, it becomes necessary, in our further

consideration of the evolution of the early Chris-

tian faith, to investigate briefly the evidences of

this remarkable occurrence, as presented in the

writings of the New Testament. The Triple Tra-

dition says nothing of any miraculous appearance

of Jesus after death, nor of his ascension to

heaven, the concluding verses of Mark being

admittedly a spurious addition to or alteration of

the original manuscript. In the account of the

oldest Gospel, || the two Marys and Salome, going

to the sepulchre at sunrise on the first day of the

week, find the heavy stone rolled away from its

entrance, and discover "a young man, ... clothed

in a long white garment," sitting within the

sepulchre. He informs them that Jesus is risen,

and bids them tell Peter and the other disciples

that the Master has gone before them into Galilee,

where they shall see him as he had promised.

Next to the personality of Jesus, that of Paul is

the most interesting and noteworthy in the history

of primitive Christianity. Auguste Comte and

other students of this history have even assumed

for Paul the credit of being the real founder of

the Christian religion, regarding the gospel story

as a mythical and legendary relation of no his-

torical value. Our previous discussion, however,

haspreparedus to reject this hasty conclusion, and

to assign to Jesus his proper historical position.

"In Jesus himself," says Prof. Allen, "there

were-besides the indefinable something which

resides in personality-at least two elements, one

of vast personal force and the other of great

historical significance: his intense conception of

purely moral truth and of religion as a life, and

his equally intense conviction of his calling as the

Messiah of the Jews. These were the necessary

antecedents of the revolution.... But, as soon as

the movement widens out beyond the narrow

range of a merely personal and local influence, they worshipped him; but some doubted." This
then the life and work of Paul come to bejust as

essential to any real understanding of it. " *

Our only reliable record of the teaching of Paul

is found in the genuine Pauline Epistles of the

New Testament, which, as we have seen, are the

earliest extant Christian writings. The Acts of

the Apostles, which in some particulars confirms

the testimony of the Epistles, in others distorts

or contradicts it, and is therefore of very little

historical value in our study of Paul, except as it

gives us some information, probably from reliable

sources, of his early life and history. The date of

its composition is much later than the dates of the

Epistles; and its general character is that of a

Saint Paul, in Christian History, vol. 1. By Prof.
Joseph Henry Allen.

In Matthew, the "young man in a long white

garment" has become "an angel of the Lord,"

whose "countenance was like lightning, and his

raiment white as snow. " The two Marys go to

the sepulchre, and are addressed by the angel ;

but no mention is made of Salome. Jesus now

appears, first to the women, near the sepulchre,

and afterward to the eleven disciples in Galilee.

The record of his reappearance is very brief ; and

it is significantly added, "And when they saw him,

Gospel contains no record of the ascension of

Jesus.**

In Luke,†† we find the women, including one

*The Epistle to Timothy is dated "from Laodicea, which

is the chiefest city of Phrygia Pacatiana"; but Phrygiawas

not separated into three divisions, of which Phrygia

Pacatiana was one, until the fourth century. See Horne's

Introduction, ii. , 174. The Epistle, however, wasof earlier

date, though not written by Paul.

†The leading Epistles of Paul were probably written in

about the following order: 1, II Thess., about A.D. 52;

2, I. Thess. , A.D. 53; 3. I. Cor. , A.D. 57; 4, II. Cor. , A.D. 57;

5, Gal. , A.D. 58; 6. Romans, A.D. 58; 7, Phile. , A.D. 62;

8, Col. , A.D. 62; 9, Phil. , A.D. 63. For a discussion of their

authenticity, see Baur. Chadwick (Bible of To-day), Super-

natural Religion, Renan's Saint Paul, etc.

I. Cor. xv , 3-8; I. Thess. 1., 10, etc.

§ Ibid. , xv. , 17. ||Markxvi., 1-8. Matt. xxviii.

**On the contrary, the final words, "Lo, I am with you

alway, even unto the end of the world," would appear to

exclude the ascension definitely from the thought of this

writer.

†† Luke xxiv.

Joanna, not before mentioned, going to the sepul-

chre as before, but not alone; for "certain others

were with them." Instead of a single "young

man" or "angel" as in the earlier gospels, we have

now "two men in shining garments," who converse,

apparently in concert, with the women. Then

follows a long and circumstantial account of the

appearance of Jesus to the disciples,-not in Gali-

lee, as expressly declared in the earlier Gospels ,

but at Emmaus nearJerusalem, and afterward in

Jerusalem itself. Subsequently, without going to

Galilee at all, he parts from them and ascends to

heavenfromBethany.

In the Fourth Gospel, the story is still further

altered and exaggerated. Mary Magdalene first

discovers the removal of the stone from the sepul-

chre, and reports it to Peter and John, who run

thither in haste. John arrives first, and discovers

the sepulchre to be vacant, but with the grave

clothes still remaining. In the synoptics, the res-

urrection is represented as an anticipated event

which Jesus himself had prophesied; but here we

are informed that Peter and John "as yet knew

not the scripture, that he should rise from the

dead." The "two men in shining garments " of

Luke have here become "two angels in white, the

one sitting at the foot and the other at the head

of where the body of Jesus had lain." Jesus

appears first to Mary and afterward to the disci-

ples, apparently in Jerusalem or the near vicinity,

passing mysteriously into their midst, where they

sat with closed doors. He shows them his wounded

hands and side, and permits doubting Thomas to

thrust his finger into the wound. Subsequently,

in Galilee, he eats and drinks with the disciples.

The Fourth Gospel contains no record of the

ascension ; but the long and circumstantial account

of his reappearances concludes with the remarkable

assertion, " There are also many other things that

Jesus did, the which if they should be written

every one, I suppose that even the world itself

could not contain the books that should be

written. "†

The striking and indisputable evidences thus

presented in the gospel narratives of the gradual

growth and exaggeration of the legend, together

with the evident contradictions of the different

writers, even were their personalities known and

their reliability as witnesses incontestable, would

justify us in relegating the entire story to the region

of myth and legend, in which there is no substan-

tial basis of actual fact. All that we can rationally

infer from these relations is the probability that

the sepulchre of Jesus was visited soon after his

burial, and discovered to be empty. We can only

conjecture in regard to the actual disposition of

the body. It mayhave been removed by friendly

hands to prevent the violation of the burial-place

by enemies, or by the Roman authorities to thwart

the curiosity of the disciples or the inhabitants of

the neighboring city. Renan even suggests the

theory of a swoon and subsequent resuscitation,‡

noting the fact that the legs were not broken after

the body was taken from the cross, as was the

custom with crucified malefactors. This hypothe-

sis, however, hardly appears reasonable.

Though the story of the resurrection is thus

seen to have no rational foundation, even in the

circumstantial accounts of the gospel writers, there

*John xx. , xxi. In the Fourth Gospel, Mary does not

recognize Jesus when he addresses her, but supposes him

to be the gardener; in Luke, the disciples converse with

him a long time before they discover his identity, most

improbable circumstances, tending to discredit the entire

story.

+John xxi., 25.

So also the author of Supernatural Religion, who notes

that the body remained upon the cross a much shorter

time than usual. The question would then rise, however,

what became of Jesus after his resuscitation? The diffi-

culties in answering this question consistently with the

| prevalent belief in a supernatural resurrection are greater

than those involved in the other solution.
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is abundant evidence that the legend obtained very

early credence among the disciples and followers

of Jesus. Nor is it in any way remarkable that

this should be the case. The immediate followers

of Jesus were, in the main, a rude, uneducated

people, believing in the possibility of all sorts of

miraculous occurrences, and especially impressed

with the belief in the general resurrection of the

just at the advent of the heavenly kingdom. Pro-

foundly influenced by the life and teachings of the

Master, confidently regarding him as the expected

Messiah of his people, recovering from the first

shock of his tragical removal, and informed that

his sepulchre had been visited and found vacant,

-confirming this assertion, doubtless, with their

own vision,-what could be more natural than

that the thought should take possession of them

that he had risen, becoming, as Paul declares,

the "first-fruits" * of the final resurrection ? The

thought no sooner occurred than it found utter-

ance: "He is risen ! He has triumphed over his

enemies. He will come again, sustained by the

infinite power of the heavenly Father, and com-

plete his work." If the synoptical tradition is

reliable, they had abundant reason for this expec-

tation in the promises of Jesus himself. It is

quite probable, however, that the language here

attributed to him had its origin, or suffered mate-

rial modification, after the belief in the resurrec-

tion as an accomplished fact had been generally

received among his followers; growing, doubtless,

out of some assurance which he had given of the

general resurrection at the anticipated advent of

theheavenly kingdom.

Paul's Doctrine of the Resurrection.

Paul's doctrine of the resurrection, unlike that

of the Gospels, did not involve the belief in the

resuscitation of the physical body. With him, it

presupposed no such reanimation of flesh and

blood and bones, of gaping wounds and bodily

appetites, as is described to us in the gospel sto-

ries. "Flesh and blood," he declared, "cannot in-

herit the kingdom of God. " A spiritual body

possessing form and substance, doubtless, but of

an ethereal nature, and without the fleshly weak-

nesses and appetites of the present life, was to be

the habitation of the soul in the life to come.

Paul's conception appears to have been, not that

Jesus had been restored bodily to life,but that, in

spiritual form, he was "raised from the dead" ; that

is, that he was released from sheol, the resting-

place of the dead prior to the general resurrection,

and had ascended to paradise, the dwelling-place of

God and the angels, whence he would soon return

to judge the world and inaugurate the heavenly

kingdom.

Paul expressly declares that his own vision of

the crucified Jesus was of precisely the same char-

acter as that of the other apostles. He bases his

claim to be an apostle, indeed, upon this fact.

From his own account of this vision, we readily

gather the conclusion that it was an experience

entirely subjective in its character. Paul appears

to have had a peculiarly susceptible nervous organ-

ization, and to have been subject to visions and

ecstasies. This, indeed, he admits and describes,

saying of one such experience that he knew not

"whether he was in the body or out of the body."||

The testimony of Paul, therefore, which is the

earliest and most reliable testimony to the resur-

rection of Jesus, appears to be based wholly upon

a subjective vision, and cannot be held to substan-

tiate the objective fact of his bodily reanimation

and reappearance.

The Early Life of Paul ,

The great Apostle of Christianity to the Gen-

tileswas born at Tarsus, in Cilicia, a province of

Asia Minor, about ten years after the commence-

ment of the Christian era, as usually reckoned, or

some fourteen years, probably, after the birth of

Jesus. His parents were Pharisaic Jews; and they

bestowed upon him the name of Saul, after the

first king of united Israel. He was brought up, as

he declares, "after the strictest sect of the Phari-

sees . " His education was doubtless superior to

that of any of the immediate disciples of Jesus.

Among his teachers was the celebrated Rabbi Ga-

maliel. His writings give evidence of some ac-

quaintance with the Greek poets, and to a greater

and notable degree with the Platonic philosophy

as well as with the Hebrew Scriptures. Paul's

familiarity with the philosophy of Plato has often

been recognized, and has recently been made the

subject of an interesting essay by Dr. Alexander

Wilder, one of our most indefatigable students of

ancient philosophy and the Oriental religions. *

An able orthodox scholar, Rev. Dr. Storrs, also rec-

ognized this fact, incidentally, in a late address, in

which he asserted of Saint Augustine that a pas-

sage from Cicero led him to Plato, thence naturally

to Paul, and thence to the study of the Christian

religion.†

The parents of Saul had acquired the rights

and privileges of Roman citizens, either as libertini,

or emancipated slaves, or for some special service

rendered the Roman State. In accordance with a

prevalent Jewish custom, which required that

every youth should be instructed in some useful

art, Saul learned that of tent-making ; or rather,

probably, the weaving of the coarse cloth called

"cilicia," from the name of his native province,

-of which tents and sails were usually made.

The description of his personal appearance can

hardly be better given than in the words of Prof.

Allen: "Paul, then, according to the legends, was

aman little of stature, under five feet high, they

say,-high-shouldered, beetle-browed, with head
bent forward, his beard and hair at middle life of

an iron gray; his brow wide, his face thin, his

eye deep and somewhat sad ; the dark eye, the

marked features, we may suppose, of the strong

Jewish type. His bodily presence was weak and

his speech contemptible,-so his enemies said.

That his speech was hesitating and slow, when not

aroused, we maybelieve easily enough. Itwas so

with Demosthenes ; it was so with Mahomet, who,

next to Paul, has shown the most burning and

effective eloquence of the Semitic race, and in

whom, like Paul, that barrier of hesitation gave

way on occasion to a hot flood of eager and pas-

sionate words, that stirred great floods of popular

conviction." ‡

His Advocacy of Judaism : Hebrew Proselytes.

Brought up after the strictest tradition of the

Hebrew formalists, he doubtless early became a

propagandist of his faith, and a vigorous oppo-

nent, not merely of alien religions, but more espe-

cially of those false brethren of his own religion

whohad departed from the faith of their fathers.

The Jews of this period, already scattered in

diverse quarters of the world, had begun to make

proselytes from among the heathen peoples who

surrounded them, and were thus extending their

faith beyond the boundaries of the Hebrew race.

These proselytes, when received into full commun-

ion, were circumcised and fulfilled all the cere-

monial observances enjoinedby the law. Others

became partial converts, accepting the Hebrew
*I. Cor. xv. , 20. †Mark ix. , 31; Matt. xvii. , 23, etc.

I. Cor. xv. , 50. Read the entire chapter for a better

understanding of Paul's doctrine of the resurrection.

Also I. Thess. iv., 13-18 .

||II. Cor. i.,4.§I. Cor. ix. , 1; xv., 8; Gal. i., 12, ff.

*Paul and Plato, by Prof. Alexander Wilder.

†Rev. Dr. Richard S. Storrs, in address at anniversary

of the Union for Christian Work, Brooklyn, N.Y.

+ Christian History, vol. i,

doctrine of the unity of God, abjuring idolatry,

and sometimes attending worship at the syna-

gogues, but without consenting to the rite of
circumcision or binding themselves to the minute

observances of Pharisaic ritualism. These partil

converts to Judaism were termed "proselytes of

the gate." Many of them became early converts

to the Christian faith, and differences soon arose

between then and those followers of Jesus who

were also strict observers of the law.

Stephen's Martyrdom : The Conversion of Saul.

Stephen, one of the earliest martyrs of the new

religion, was a Greek-speaking Jew,-the leader of

the Hellenic or liberal party in the Christian com.

munity before Paul's conversion, as opposed to the

mass of the Jews and to the stricter sect of Juda-

izing Christians. Already, we find the germs of a

division of the advocates of the new religion into

conflicting parties according to their original status

as Jews or Pagans,-a breach which, as we shall

see hereafter, ultimately widened into an almost

fatal schism. Heretofore, the Christians hadbeen

popularly and justly regarded merely as a sect of

the Jews, the sect of the fulfilled Messiahship.

"Christianity," says Dean Milman, "as yet was but

an extended Judaism: it was preachedby Jews, it

was addressed to Jews, it was limited, national,

exclusive. " * But with the conversion of "prose-

lytes of the gate," and of heathen who had never

adopted the Jewish faith, a new element, and for

the time a troublesome one, was introduced into

the infant community. Stephen, a leader or repre-

sentative of this element, accused of violating the

lawof Moses in favor of the Hellenists, was stoned

to death according to the provisions of that law,

Saul beholding andconsenting to his martyrdom.t

Fanatic though he was, however, there was

doubtless something in this scene-in the nobility

and heroism of the martyr-which touched the

heart and conscience of the Hebrew propagandist.

While travelling toward Damascus, soon after, with

the purpose of continuing there the work of puri-

fying the religion of his people by the persecution

of its enemies, he saw around him ablinding light,

beheld a vision of the crucified Jesus, and became

conscious of the peculiar subjective experience

which led to his conversion. He entered Damascus,

no longer the advocate of Pharisaic Judaism, but

a disciple of the Prophet of Nazareth.‡

At what time he signalized his change of faith

by substituting the Greek name Paul or Paulos

for his original Hebrew designation, we are not

informed. He probably assumed the new name

soon after his conversion, perhaps at the time of

his baptism. It has been thought by some that

he adopted it from that of Sergius Paulus,§ the

Roman pro-consul of Cyprus, a place visited by

Paul early in his missionary career. Sergius Paulus

was a man of liberal and enlightened mind, a

friend and protector of the Christians, though he

was never baptized into the new faith. "Paulos,"

however, was a sort of "nickname" in use among

the Greeks and Greek-speaking Romans, meaning

"the little" ; and it mayhave been first applied to

Saul in derision, and finally adopted by him in

humble recognition of his insignificant size and

appearance .

Paul's Missionary Labors: His Relation to the

older Apostles.

About three years elapsed after Paul's conver.

sion before he began his remarkable career as a

Christian missionary.|| More than half this time

was spent in Arabia; the balance, we know not

where,-except that he returned, first, to Damas-

*History of Christianity. †Acts vii.,viii.

Compare Gal. i., 11-16,withthe story of Saul's conver-
sion in Acts ix., 1-9.

||Gal. 1. , 18.§See Acts xiii . , 7.
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Doubtless, he was to some degree an invalid during

this period; and it is probable that he also felt the

necessity of acquainting himself further with the

doctrines and traditions of the new faith before he

appeared as its public advocate. This period of

retirement was perhaps inpart devoted to solitary

meditation, as was the custom with philosophers

and the teachers of religion.

The limits of this discussion will not permit us

to follow Paul through all the details of his re-

markable career as an advocate of Christianity.

After this period of retirement, he visited Peter

and James at Jerusalem,† but apparently received

little encouragement from them in his new labor.

It is not remarkable that the older apostles should

hesitate to give full credence to the honesty of

purpose of their old-time persecutor, especially as

they regardedhis claim to be an apostle-a claim

which he based, not upon their commission, but

upon his own alleged communication with the

risen Saviour-as a false and indefensible pre-

tence which conflicted with their proper authority

as the chosen companions and representatives of

Jesus. Paul made another brief visit to Jerusalem

fourteen years later for the purpose of declaring

his gospel and maintaining the rights of the Gre-

cianand non-Jewish converts. He also met Peter

once at Antioch; but, beyond this, he appears to

have had little intercourse with the personal fol-

lowers of Jesus.

CORRESPONDENCE.

A REPLY TO MR. ANNET.

Editors of The Index :-

In The Index for January 15, Mr. PeterAnnet takes

exception to my statement of Herbert Spencer's views

andasks for my authority. I thought that the quota-

tions given, which were in Mr. Spencer's own words,

made the matter plain; but Mr. Annet's comments

show the need of afuller statement.

the Nineteenth Century for July, 1884, p. 5, he says of

that philosophywhich limits itself to phenomena: "I

have in more than one place and in the most em-

phatic waydeclined thus to commit intellectual sui-

cide. So far from regarding that which transcends

phenomena as the all-nothingness, I regard it as the

All-being." In the very passage which Mr. Annet

cites to prove the opposite, from Spencer's last essay

(reprinted in Popular Science for January, 1885), he

says, "We are obliged to be conscious of a reality

behind appearances," and "the existence of that

which is beyond the phenomena is a necessary

datum alike of our thoughts and our words." This

view Mr. Spencer has often repeated, and it is diffi-

cult to see how he could have expressed the funda-

mental notion of idealism more clearly. It is true

thathehas attacked some minor idealist notions, but

his essential harmony with the idealist basis is none

the less clear.

Mr. Annet thinks that I made a wrongful charge

against Mr. Spencer of dickering with Christianity,

because I said that his views approach more nearly

to it than the negative views of a large part of his

followers. It still seems to me that a positive belief

in an Infinite Absolute Substance, a psychic and crea-

tive Energy, through which and in which all things

exist, is a long step in religious belief beyond those

who limit themselves to phenomena, and refuse to go

beneath them, as very many evolutionists certainly

do. In the July Nineteenth Century, p. 6, Mr. Spen-

cer says, "Our consciousness of the Absolute is not

negative, but positive," and that he brings "science

into sympathy with religion"; and, on pp. 24-25 : “ I

held at the outset and continue to hold that this In-

scrutable Existence which science in the last resort is

compelled to recognize as unreached by its deepest

analyses of matter, motion, thought, and feeling,

stands toward our general conception of things in

substantially the same relation as does the Creative

Power asserted by theology; and this Reality

transcending appearance, standing toward the

universe and toward ourselves in the same relation

as an anthropomorphic creator was supposed to

stand, bears a like relation with it, not only to hu-

man thought, but to human feeling.... And there

must ever survive those [sentiments] which are ap-

propriate to a Power that is omnipresent." The

whole purpose of Mr. Spencer's first book on the

Unknowable was the reconciliation of religion and

science on this basis, and he has never departed from

it. That a philosophy which is based on the intuition

of an Infinite Creative Being concerning whom"our

ideas of possible and impossible are irrelevant," a be-

lief which "has a higher warrant than any other

whatsoever," is capable of development into a basis

for an orthodox creed, is a suggestion of my own,

which is warranted, I think, by Mansel's work. Mr.

Annet's incredulous inquiry for my authority for

attributing to Spencer"a spiritualistic interpretation

of the universe" is easily answered. On p. 10 of the

January Nineteenth Century, and again on p. 5 of the

July essay, he will see that Mr. Spencer expressly

acknowledges "rather a spiritualistic than a material-

istic aspectto the universe."

He first objects to my saying that Spencer is an

idealist, and asserts that "Mr. Spencer is anxious that

he shall be clear from these accusations." It would

be interesting to know what his authority is for this

assertion of Mr. Spencer's wishes, as I do not find

any such expression in his published works. Before

quoting Mr. Spencer's own printed statement of his

views, let me say that I did not use the word "ideal-

ism" in the narrow meaninggiven it by Stewart, of

disbelief in the existence of matter. In that sense,

Mr. Spencer is not an idealist; and Idoubt whether

anyman of note is. I used the word in the meaning

given it by Hamilton and most other modern writers,

according to which materialism is the denial that

there is anything but matter. Idealism is the asser-

tion that, underlying all material phenomena, is an

ideal noumenon, the infinite and absolute creative

power; andPositivism is willing neither to assert nor

deny the existence of anything beyond matter, leav-

ing the question wholly negative and blank. In this

sense of the word, Mr. Spencer's position is very clear.

Hedoes not hold that we cancomprehend the Infinite

Substance. Very few idealists do. But, in his First

Principles, p. 551, he says: "We saw that the belief in

a Power of which no limit in time or space can be

conceived is that 'fundamental element in religion

which survives all its changes of form. We saw

that all philosophies avowedly or tacitly recognize

this same ultimate truth; that, while the relativist

rightly repudiates those definite assertions which

the absolutist makes respecting existence transcend-

ing perception, he is yet at last compelled to unite

with him in predicating existence transcending per-

ception. " On p. 110, he calls it the Creative Power ;

and, on p. 109, he does not deny for it personality, but

says the choice is " between personality and some-

thinghigher. " In the Nineteenth Century for January,

1884, p. 12, he says, "Amid the mysteries which be-

comethe more mysterious the more they are thought

about, there will remain the one absolute certainty

that he [man] is ever in presence of an Infinite and

Eternal Energy from which all things proceed. " In

*Gal., 17.
†Gal. i., 18, 19. +Gal. ii., 1.

One other remark, and Ihave done. I do not think

that I deserved the fling at the end of Mr. Annet's

letter, about disproving things which Mr. Spencer

did not say; for Idid not attempt to disprove any-

thing in that article. I doubt the possibility of dis-

proving idealism or any other great philosophy in a

short newspaper article. I simply stated Mr. Spen-

cer's position in his own words.

HENRY W. HOLLAND .

ERRONEOUS STATISTICS CONSIDERED AS

A MEANS OF GRACE.

Editors of The Index:-

The Christian Union first published, nearly a year

ago, a distorted and erroneous mass of false statistics

concerning the ratio which the cost of spirituous

liquors bears to other articles of consumption. The

prohibitionists distributed the erroneous statement

broadcast over the country in the late campaign; and ,

in the form of a paragraph, it appears in the corre-

spondence of The Index, as follows :-

The Farmer's Union contains the following article :-

Viewed from merely an economical stand-point, the con-

sumption of intoxicating liquors is a national evil of such

gigantic proportions as few people fully realize. Some in-

teresting statistics, recently gathered, show the amounts

expended annually by the people of this country for some

staple articles of use to be as follows :-

Bread.

Meat .

Sugar and Molasses

Public Instruction

Missions

Intoxicating liquors

$505,000,000

303,000,000

155,000,000

85,000,000

5,000,000

200,000,000

Here the story is told. Hard times, indeed, when the

worse than useless expense for intoxicants is about $100,-

000,000 more than the expense of the nation for bread and

meat. And look at the utterly insignificant expenses for

public instruction and for missions. Away with the ac-

cursed thing from the face of the earth !

No intemperance is more to be dreaded than the

intemperate zeal for righteousness which misrepre-

sents facts and propagates errors, in order to redeem

mankind from sin with a more violent jerk than the

actual truth is adequate to impart.

The figures concerning meat consumption are, in

fact, merely the total product of the meat-packing

houses, as it is given in the census, and cover only

therefore about one-sixth the actual meat consump-

tion of the country.

The original author of the statement could not cull

out honestly from the census the mere figures of the

meat-packing houses, and not know in his heart that

they represent but a small total compared with all the

meatsupplies furnished by the 76,241 butchers of the

United States, to say nothing of the meat supply

killed and consumed on the farms on which it is

grown, and the poultry and game supplies which

never pass through a packing-house. Here, there-

fore, is a saint who deliberately sets out to pervert

facts in the cause of temperance. We have too many

such bogus reformers. The figures given as the total

annual meat consumption for 51,500,000 people in the

above statement are $303,000,000, or say $5 per capita

per year, or 10 cents per head per week . Whereas, in

all cities, the cost of actual meat consumption in a

family is about $1 per head per week, or ten times the

sum stated inthis reformatory gospel of deceit. The

$303,000,000, therefore, should be multiplied by at least

seven or eight, to bring them to the truth. The con-

sumption of bread, groceries, and vegetables combined

costs about half or two-thirds as much as the con-

sumption of meat. The two together, therefore,

would amount to about $3,300,000,000 per year, or a

third the gross estimated earnings of industry by the

census, and about five times the actual expenditure for

liquors. As to the figures for liquors, they represent

the amount received by the retailers from the con-

sumers of liquors annually to be $900,000,000. The

census shows that the amountwhich the retailers pay

the brewers and distillers annually for these liquors is

$142,122,048 . Of course, the difference-namely, $757, -

878,952-would be the annual gross profits of the re-

tailers, if the estimated figures givenby the "reform-

ers" are true. The total number of persons among

whom these profits are distributed is also shown by

the census to be as follows :-

There are one ortwo minor points that deserve no-

tice. Mr. Annet thinks that I was wrong in saying

that the last few months have done not a little to

exhibit Spencer's philosophy in a new light. This is

not important enough to differ about; and I will only

say that the Nineteenth Century articles from which I

have quoted aroused quite a storm of comment in

England, where people are more interested in phi-

losophy than they are here. And not only Mr. Har-

rison, but Sir James Stephen, Mr. Wilfrid Ward,

and a number of anonymous writers, joined in the

discussion ; without showing, I admit, that these

later sayings of Mr. Spencer's are anything more

than a natural development of the principles origi-

nally laid down by him. Why Mr. Annet should say

that "Frederic Harrison has formulated the doctrine

enunciated by Mr. Holland," I cannot guess. It is

surely the most unaccountable of all the statements

in his letter. It is no discredit to follow the lead of

so able a writer as Harrison; but, unfortunately, he

took a position not only different, but almost irre-

concilable with mine. The whole point of his attack

was that Spencer's religion of the Unknowable was

not a religion at all, while the point of my essay was

that it was capable of being developed into a basis

for a religious creed. Where Mr. Annet found the

resemblance is beyond my comprehension.

Traders and dealers in liquors and wines .

Saloon keepers and bar tenders .

Hotel keepers ....

Total.

13,500

68,461

32.543

114,404

Dividing up the total alleged profits of the retailers
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among these 114,404 persons, we find it furnishes them

agross average salary of $8,618.67, out of which a very

small margin, say of $618 per annum each, will prob-

ably pay their rent of "saloon," taxes, and insurance.

This implies that the average pecuniary inducement

tobecome a liquor-seller is far greater than to enter

any otherkind of business involving so little capital

and so few qualifications. Reformers should remem-

ber that there are alarge number of young and old

men in the country who make their choice of occupa-

tions largely with reference to the probable profits

they will be able to win in them. As human nature

is constituted, it may well be doubted whether any

very large number of men would be deterred from

going into the liquor traffic by showing them that in

it the most inferior talents, the very lightest toil, and

the humblest talents are rewarded with an average

income of $8,000 per year, or $160 per week, or $23 per

day,-a compensation far larger than awaits the aver-

age physician, lawyer, editor, or clergyman, or even

the average merchant, manufacturer, or railroad man.

When we consider that the average compensation

paid to the 156,007 officers, clerks , and employés of the

fifty-four railways reporting to the Illinois Railway

Commissioners is only $525.14 per annum, it will at

once be seen what a tempting bait the reformers hold

out to young men to keep out of the railway business

and go into the liquor business, when they showto

them that in the latter the average reward of com-

parative idleness and safety is sixteen times as great

as in the former awaits both incessant industry and

constant danger. The figures for public instruction

and missions are alone correct. Those for sugar and

molasses are near enough for practical and ethical

VAN BUREN DENSLOW.
purposes.

CHICAGO, Jan. 24, 1885.

MR. ALLEN PRINGLE writes from Selby, Ontario :

"In your last issue, a correspondent, W. T. Cheney,

asks for information as to the working of prohibition

in places where it has been or is being tried. As one

source of the information he desires, I beg to refer

your correspondent to an excellent paper on the sub

ject in a late issue of the Popular Science Monthly,

showing the condition of Maine under prohibition .

Not having the numbers of the Monthly before me,

Icannot say what particular one contains the article.

Permit me to add that all who desire to keep up

with the science and advanced thought of these pro-

gressive times ought to read the Popular Science

Monthly. Without being dry or technical in matters

of science, it is authoritative and yet practical and

popular. In giving the results of modern thought in

all departments, it is ingenuous and fearless."

BOOK NOTICES .

POEMS OF SIDNEY LANIER. Edited by his Wife, with

a Memorial by William Hayes Ward. New York :

Charles Scribner's Sons. 1884. Price $2.50.

Our slightly outgrown belief in the beneficial effect

of the harsh discipline of adversity and suffering upon

mind and character is somewhat revived by what

seem to us some of the results of the late unhappy

war in this country. A section so rich in natural

resources as the South, with a servant race todo all its

drudgery offers conditions which at firstglanceseem to

be favorable, by giving leisure and pleasant environ-

ments, to intellectual effort and inspiration,-but, on

the contrary, the apparent effect was to encourage

mental apathy as well as physical indolence, since

before the war there was no strong evidence of any

distinctly Southern literary genius, inventive faculty,

or business talent, none at least so unmistakable as

that shown by the less favored North. The war,

which once seemed like a very "frowning Provi-

dence," now begins to show its "smiling face" of

prophecy for the best good possible for the Southern

people, and through them for humanity at large, by

having made exertion and effort in all directions

necessary to continued existence, and thus arousing

the dormant intellectual as well as business energies .

These thoughts are suggested by the volume of poems

by Sidney Lanier. Previous to the war there were

but few Southern writers of eminence in the world of

letters, and some ofthese are still writing; but, within

the last twenty years, the South has given evidence

of its awakening genius in the splendid literary

ability, purely Southern in tone, of such novelists as

George Cable, Charles Egbert Craddock, Joel Harris ,

the author of the "Uncle Remus" stories, and such a

poet as Sidney Lanier. For the first time in its his-

tory, the South is being faithfully portrayed by its own

loving offspring in amanner of which it may well be

proud. Lanier, in the passionate, vivid opening poem,

"Sunrise," in "The Marshes of Glinn," "Song of the

Chattahoochee," "From the Flats," "Tampa Robins,"

"A Florida Sunday," "Nine from Eight," "Corn,"

and many others, depicts phases of Southern life and

scenery in word paintings that are strong, well-

defined, poetic, and unique. In the brief Memoir

which prefaces this volume, we read that it was his

aim in his dual devotion to music and to poetry to

ally one with the other; and he has so far succeeded

that many of his poems haunt the reader's brain

after reading, like somehalf-forgotten strain in music.

His own life was a poetic tragedy. Gifted, ambitious ,

brave, high-souled, a patriotic Southern soldier at

twenty, for months a prisoner of war, a tender hus-

band, son, brother, and father,held to life by many

affectional chains, his life, for the most part, was one

long, desperate fight against disease and death. It

was, however, a manly, courageous struggle; and,

when he found himself at the last vanquished, he

yielded to the inevitable with a chivalrous, knightly

grace as noble as his resistance had been.

The temptation to quote from this rich storehouse

of thought jewels in their rich poetic setting is strong ,

but must be resisted from lack of space; but the

reader will find in the poems "Sunrise," "The Re-

venge of Hamish," " Corn," " The Symphony,"

"Acknowledgment," "Remonstrance," "How Love

looked for Hell," and "The Psalm of the West,"

sufficient to repayhim for the purchase of the whole

volume. S. A. U.

DADDY DARWIN'S DOVECOT. A Country Tale. By

Juliana Horatia Ewing, author of Jackanapes, etc.

Boston: Roberts Brothers. 1885. Price 35 cts .

The "Daddy Darwin" of this story, though he may

be a distant relative of the Darwin, for the writer

explains that Darwin is "an old standard" English

name, has nothing in common with the great natu-

ralist except his love for and observation of the ways

of the pigeon family. It is, nevertheless, a very

pleasantly told though not exciting story, dealing

with the fortunes of an honest and bright-natured

English pauper lad, who won the old miser Daddy

Darwin's regard, and became heir to his savings and

the"dovecot." The charm of the story lies more in

the author's way of telling it than in its incidents.

THE STORY HOUR: For Children and Youth. By

Susan H. Wixon, author of Apples of Gold, All in a

Lifetime, etc. New York: Truth Seeker Company.

Price $1.25.

This is a collection of between thirty and forty

short, pleasant stories of child-life, each "pointing a

moral" free from theological bias. All the stories are

original, and written by Miss Wixon, who seems to

be a true lover of the little ones. These stories are

accompanied by nearly one hundred beautiful illus-

trations, many of them full-page pictures. The book

is nicely printed in large, clear type, and is hand-

somely bound. It is dedicated to the memory of the

author's little niece, whose portrait adorns the first

page.

PROF. THOMSON, in the February Popular Science

Monthly, in " The Sight and Hearing of Railway

Employés," described the system of tests that has

been adopted by the Pennsylvania Railway, which

has added vastly to the efficiency of the railway

service and the security of passengers . In "The

Larger Import of Scientific Education," Major Powell

claims preference for such education, because it gives

the highest mental culture, is a training in mental

integrity and an education in charity. In "Evolution

and the Destiny of Man," Mr. W. D. Le Sueur ably

reviews Prof. Fiske's book on that subject from the

agnostic point of view. Prof. H. P. Armsby, of Wis-

consin, contributes a paper carefully defining the con-

ditions essential to make "Field Experiments in Agri-

culture" successful and instructive. Lucy M. Hall ,

M.D. , offers some observations on the "Physical

Training of Girls." Dr. von Pettenkofer writes on

"Cholera: Its Home and its Travels." Dr. Cl. T.

Campbell presents some interesting figures from the

statistics of the Odd Fellows, bearing on the sub-

ject of "Sick-rates and Death-rates." Other articles

worthy of attention are M. Lucas' curious illustrated

paper on"Calculating Machines"; GrantAllen's pun-

gent observations on "Food and Feeding" ; Warnford

Locke's practical paper on "Sulphur and its Extrac-

tion," with illustrations of apparatus; M. Antoine

de Saporta's "Properties and Constitution of Sea

Water"; Mattieu Williams' monthly instalment of

"The Chemistry of Cookery"; and Mr. Placzek's

attempt to solve the problem "Why Birds sing."

The portrait and sketch are of Sir David Brewster,

whose life as there delineated must have been very

happy as well as busy and useful. New York: D.

Appleton & Co. 50 cts . a number, $5 a year.

THE Atlantic for February opens with "A Marsh

Island." This instalment of the story is a delightful

series of pictures of the country and country folk,

and in it Miss Jewett is at her very best. Mr. Crad-

dock's "Prophet of the Great Smoky Mountains" is

continued. A striking episode also occurs in Mrs.

Oliphant's "Country Gentleman"; and, in fact, all

three of the Atlantic serials which began in January

are exceedingly interesting. Among the most impor-

tant articles of a more solid nature are an account of

the revival of interest in antique sculpture after the

neglect of the Dark Ages, by William Shields Lis-

comb, under the title of "The Quest for the Grail of

Ancient Art"; a second paper on Madame Mohl's

Salon; and a clever article of a semi-critical nature

on "Vernon Lee," by Harriet W. Preston. Dr.

Holmes' charming papers are continued; and, al-

though he says that "The New Portfolio" is not yet

opened, it is hard to see how it could be more delight-

ful, if it were. Bradford Torrey contributes a pleas-

ant paper on "Winter Birds about Boston." "A

Sheaf of Sonnets," by Helen Gray Cone, and verses

by Edith Thomas and E. R. Sill, complete the poetry

of this issue; while a crisp and pungent criticism of

"Nathaniel Hawthorne and his Wife," reviews of

"Montcalm and Wolfe," and of other volumes, to-

gether with the usual Books of the Month and the

Contributors' Club, complete an excellent number.

Houghton, Mifflin & Co. , Boston.

THE February Wide Awake, in addition to its nu-

merous beautiful and appropriate illustrations, has

stories written by Charles Egbert Craddock, Jane

Andrews, Edwin D. Mead, Anna Eichberg, Elbridge

S. Brooks , Abbie M. Gannett, and Lizzie W. Champ-

ney; poems from Hezekiah Butterworth, Dora Read

Goodale, Clara Doty Bates, Eleanor Lewis, Clara

Louise Burnham, Abby Morton Diaz, "M. E. B.,"

C. Copeland, and George MacDonald; and other arti-

cles from Yan Phou Lee, the Chinaman, Julian B.

Arnold, Margaret Bertha Wright, F. E. Saville, Rose

Kingsley, Mrs. Jessie Benton Fremont, Sarah W.

Whitman, Harry W. Tyler, Prof. A. B. Palmer,

Oscar Fay Adams, and Edward Everett Hale. Pub-

lished by D. Lothrop & Co., Franklin Street.

FREDERICK W. FREER, whose paintings are fair rep-

resentations of progressive American art, has designed

two ideal heads, brunette and blonde, which have

been reproduced on satin by L. Prang & Co., and will

be published as valentines. There is a growing ten-

dency to accept, as missives of this kind, genuine art

productions in place of the exaggerated representa-

tions of Cupid and his victims, which once appealed

to popular taste. In the same way, the comic valen.

tines of the past are represented to-day by humorous

but artistic productions from the brush of well-known

artists, as F. S. Church, Harry Beard, etc.

LECTURES

ON LEADING REPRESENTATIVE MEN OF OUR TIME,

EMERSON,

HUXLEY,

INCLUDING

CARLYLE,

TYNDALL.

Also, upon the early Growth and the History of Culture;

Evolution of the Arts ; Origin of Mythology ; The Survivals

in our Present Civilization ; The Aspects and Promiseof

the Time, etc. , will be given where desired this season by

theundersigned.

Address

October 20.

SCIENTIFIC

CHARLES D. B. MILLS,

SYRACUSE, N.Y.

LECTURES.

PETER ANNAT, of England, who lectured very ac-

ceptably before the ParkerMemorial Science Class on two

Sundays recently, will lecture for societies on Astronomy,

Geology, Zoology, and philosophical subjects,within an

easy radius of Boston, upon application. For terms, etc.,
PETER ANNET,

P.O. Box 2468, Boston, Mass.

address



THE INDEX FEBRUARY 5 1885 383

andits En

cus; M. Ant

titutice of

instalmen

Mr. Placo

y Birds

DavidBrence

havebeenor

New York:

ayear

with "AMa

is a deligent

country

182

Moura

d, in

an in ur

nemoda

POPULAR BOOKS

Sent by Mail Postpaid at

PUBLISHERS' PRICES .

ANY BOOK in the subjoined List, or any

other OBTAINABLE BOOK, that may be de-

sired,willbe forwarded as promptly as possible,
onreceiptof orders accompanied with thecash.

SPECIAL RATES will be made with persons

or libraries desiring any large number of books.

Orders are respectfully solicited from all friends

of THE INDEX.

1.00

DEFOE (DANIEL). Robinson Crusoe .... 1.00 HUXLEY(T. H.). Man's PlaceinNature, 1.25

DICKENS (CHARLES). Complete Works.

14 vols...

DRAPER(DR. J. W.). History ofthe Con-

10.50

On the Origin of Species ....

LaySermons, Addresses,andReviews... 1.75
More Criticism on Darwin andAdminis-

flictbetweenReligion and Science..... 1.75

The Intellectual Development of Eu-
rope. 2 vols ...

Scientific Memoirs

trative Nihilism.....

Critiques and Addresses

.50

1.50

American Addresses 1.25

3.00

3.00

Science and Culture . 1.50

1.50

INGERSOLL'S (R. G.) Lectures Complete

in one volume, 1,306 pages....

1.50 JAMES (HENRY, JR.). The Portrait ofa
Lady

EMERSON (R. W.). Essays. First Series, 1.50

Essays. Second Series ..
Miscellanies ...

Representative Men.

English Traits ..

Conductof Life ..

Poems

MayDay, and Other Pieces .

Society and Solitude.

Letters and SocialAims .

ENNIS (JACOB). The Origin of the Stars,
and the Causes of their Motions and

theirLight

1.50

1.50

1.50

1.50 JESUS: HIS OPINIONS AND CHARAC-

TER. The New Testament Studies of

aLayman...

ism ofExchange...

1.50 JEVONS (W. S.). Money and the Mechan-
1.50

1.50

2.00

6.00

FISKE (JOHN). Myths andMythmakers, 2.00
Outlines of Cosmic Philosophy......

TheUnseenWorld, and Other Essays ...

FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHIP IN RE-

LIGION. AVolume of Ten Essays,by

D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow,

Samuel Johnson, John Weiss, O. В.

Frothingham, W. J. Potter, F. E.
Abbot, J. W. Chadwick, T. W. Higgin-

son, and Mrs. E. D. Cheney, and ad-

dresses by Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

Robert Dale Owen, and others.........

FROTHINGHAM (0. B.). History of
Transcendentalism in New England.

With Portrait of theAuthor.

2.00

JOHNSON (OLIVER). Wm. Lloyd Garri-

son andhis Times. With Portrait and

Introduction by J. G. Whittier

JOHNSON (SAMUEL). Oriental Relig-

ions, and their Relation to Universal

Religion:
India ..

China

LANGE (F. A.). History of Materialism.

3vols..

LECKY (W. E. H.). History of the Rise

and Influence of the Spirit of Ration-

alismin Europe. 2 vols.....

History ofEuropeanMorals fromAugus-

tus to Charlemagne. 2vols......

5.00

2.00

1.50

1.75

PRATT (WM. , M.D.). A Physician's Ser-
mon toYoungMen..

PROCTOR (R. A.). Other Worlds than

Ours: ThePlurality of Worlds studied

under the Light of Recent Scientific

Researches . Illus ....

Light Science for Leisure Hours. ASe-

ries of Familiar Essays on Scientific

Subjects...

.25

2.50

1.75

The Moon: Her Motions, Aspect, Scen-

ery, andPhysical Conditions. Illus.. 3.50

The Expanse of Heaven. A Series of

Essays onthe Wonders oftheFirma-

ment

OurPlace among Infinities . ASeries of

Essays contrasting our Little Abode

inSpaceand Timewith the Infinities

around us. To which are added

Essays on the Jewish Sabbath and

Astrology....

2.00 QUATREFAGES (A. de). The Natural

5.00

5.00

2.00

1.75

History of Man..

TheHuman Species

1.00

2.00

RAPHALL (MORRIS J.). History of the

Jews from 420 B. C. E. to the year 70

C.E. 2 vols.... 4.00

RIBOT (T. H.). Heredity: APsychologi-

cal Study on its Phenomena, its Laws,10.50

its Causes, and its Consequences ....... 2.00

English Psychology.

Diseases of Memory.

1.50

1.50

.50

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

erty

GIBBON (EDW.) . The History of the
Decline and Fallof the Roman Em-

pire. 6vols ......

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-

lessness ...

The Secret of GoodMemory

The Secret of a Clear Head..

CommonMind Troubles

Howtomake the Best of Life .

GRAY (ASA). Darwiniana: Essays and

Reviews pertaining to Darwinism

The Study of Psychology, its Object,

Scope, andMethod...

.25 LONGFELLOW'S Poetical Works. 2 vols . 7.00

1.00

1.00

12.00

.50

50

.50

.50

.50

2.00

LUBBOCK (SIRJOHN). Origin of Civiif-

zation, and the Primitive Condition of

Man... 5.00

Pre-historic Times, as illustrated by An-

cient Remains,and the Manners and

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus .. 5.00

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus... 8.00

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK (W. H.). Is Life Worth Living? 1.25

Social Equality...

Property and Progress

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Body and Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

ence toMental Disorders

Physiology of Mind .

BodyandWill: Being an Essay concern-

ing Will in its Metaphysical,Physio-

logical, andPathologicalAspects ....

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-
lyle....

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON). The

Organs of Speech and their Apulica-

tion in the Formation of Articmate

Sounds...

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization, 2 vols . 4.00 MILL (JOHN STUART). The Positive

15.00

1.50

2.00

3.00

ROMANES (G. J.). AnimalIntelligence.. 1.75
The Scientific Evidences of OrganicEvo-

lution

SAVAGE (M. J.). Bellef inGod.

Morals of Evolution

Beliefs aboutMan

Talks about Jesus

Beliefs about the Bible .

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her

Riddles

Blufiton . A Story of To-day

SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory

1.00

1.00

of Descent andDarwinism. Illus ...... 1.50

SCHROEDER(DR. KARL). A Manualof

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.
Translated from the German. Illus ... 3.50

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs .

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley..
Chemistry

Physics .

Physical Geography .

InventionalGeometry

Natural Resources ofthe United States.

SCOTT'S Complete PoeticalWorks. Illus. 8.00

2.50 SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols........... 15.00

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

Memoirand Portrait. 2 vols ....1.00

1.75

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women..

SMITH'S Ancient History, from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fallof the Western

Empire. Illus . 3 vols.

3.50

3.00

6.00

1.50 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00
2.50

ADAMS(R. C.). Evolution. ASummary 4.00

ROGERS (J. E. T.) Six Centuries ofWorkan acco of Evidence $0.25

ture a

Travels in Faith from Tradition to

Reason....

and Wages. The History of English3.00
1.50

Labor1.25
LEWES (G. H.) . Biographical History of

Shiel ADLER(FELIX). Creed andDeed 1.00 Philosophy. 2 vols ..... 4.00

AGASSIZ (LOUIS). Methods of Studyin 2.50

NaturalHistory. Illus... 1.50

lam Mu Geological Sketches. First Series 1.50

The Religion of Humanity

The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of

1.50

Physiology of Common Life. 2 vols .....

The Story of Goethe's Life ..
Problems of Life and Mind.

3.00

1.50

First Se-

Geological Sketches. Second Series..... 1.50
Primitive Christianity ries. 2 vols.... 6.00

1.75

Crite
AJourney inBrazil. Illus.......... 5.00

Child's Book of Religion. For Sunday- The Physical Basis of Mind. Second

schools andHomes Series..... 3.00

Prste ALGER(W. R.). A Critical History of the

Doctrineof aFuture Life.....

1.00

3.50
Stories from the Lips of the Teacher. 1.00

Stories of the Patriarcha 2.00
1.00

ed:and
ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN- Bellefs of the Unbelievers .

ic" is ag
MENTS . 1.50 Spiritof the New Faith...

ARNOLD (EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama.

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

The Safest Creed
1.00

Knowledge and Faith
1.00

Life of Gerrit Smith
2.00

Creedand Conduct
1.00

1.00
The Rising and the Setting Faith

Visions of the Future
1.00

1.00
ARNOLD (MATTHEW). Essays in Criti-

cism..

Life ofTheodore Parker...
2.00

2.00
GeorgeRipley...

1.25

tetope GodandtheBible 1.50

Literature andDogma 1.50 FULLER (MARGARET). Women in the
tories

revie

BAIN (ALEXANDER). Mental Science:

ACompendiumof Psychology and His-

toryofPhilosophy

Nineteenth Century .
1.50

Life without andLife within..

AtHomeandAbroad.
1.50

1.50 1.50

ras The Emotions and the Will... 5.00

a

Moral Science: ACompendium ofEthics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS). HereditaryGenius

EnglishMen of Science...
2.00

Inquiries into Human Faculty and its
1.00

Relations 1.50 Development. 300

The Senses and the Intellect
5.00

BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of

Life. 2 vols ..

rati

The Beginnings of Life; or, The Modes

ofOriginof LowerOrganisms. 2vols.

Evolution and the Origin of Life

BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous-

5.00

1.00

1.00 Geology..

Physiology

Astronomy.

Botany

Logic..

Piano-forte Playing

PoliticalEconomy.

5.00

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50
2.00

idoe.
ness 1.50

EatingandDrinking ...

Stimulants and Narcotics .

Our Home Physician: A Popular Guide

to theArtof Preserving Health and

Treating Disease...

.75

6.00

BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. A Novel of New York..

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-

cal Works. Illustrated

1.50

2.50

BUCKLE'S (H. T.) History of Civilization

inEngland.. 4.00

Essays, with aBiography of the author..

BUECHNER'S Force and Matter

1.00

3.25

BURNS (ROBERT) . CompleteWorks .... 1.00

CARLETON (WILL). Farm Festivals.

Illus .... 2.00

FarmLegends. Illus .....

Farm Ballads. Illus ... 2.00
-

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

2.50

1.50

Principles of Biology. 2 vols

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols ........ 4.00
Principles of Sociology. 2 vols....

4.00

4.00

2.50
Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00
Universal Progress .

200

1.50 Essays. Moral, Political, Esthetic....
2.00

1.25 Social Statics...
2.00

Data of Ethics
1.25

2.00 Study of Sociology.
1.50

Education
1.25

STALLO( J. B ). The Concepts and Theo-

ries of ModernPhysics .
1.75

traits and Maps. 6 vols ..

French Revolution. 2 vols .

7.50

2.50

.25Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols ...
2.50

Critical and Miscellaneous Essays . With

Portrait. 2 vols .... 3.50

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With

Portraits. 2vols... 4.00

CHADWICK (J. W.) . The Bible of To-day, 1.50

The Faith of Reason
1.00

TheMan Jesus .. 1.00

CHANEY (G. L.) . F. Grant& Co.; or, Part-

nerships . A Story for the Boys who

mean Business . 1.25

Tom. AHome Story 1.25

CHILD (LYDIA MARIA). Aspirations of

the World: A Chain of Opals 1.25
Lookingtoward Sunset.... 2.50

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

Appendixby WendellPhillips. With

Portrait...

1.50

CLARK (EDW. H. , M.D.). Sexin Educa-
tion

TheBuilding of a Brain 1.25

CLODD (E. ) . The Childhoods ofReligions.

Asimple account of the Birth and

Growthof Myths and Legends ..... 1.25

COBBE (FRANCES POWER). TheDuties
1.75

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50

1.00

1.75

4.50

HAECKEL (ERNST) . The History of

Creation; or, The Development ofthe

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes. Illus. 2 vols. 5.00

The Evolution of Man. 2 vols .....

Freedom in Science and Teaching

HALLOWELL (R. P.). The Quaker Inva-

sion of Massachusetts .....

HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy.....

2.00 HAMMOND (DR. W. A.). A Treatise on

1.25

ofWomen........ Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY (M.D.). The SacredAnthology, 2.00

The Earthward Pilgrimage.

Idols and Ideals .

Demonology and Devil Lore. 2 vols.....
Emerson at Home andAbroad...

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture, and

Other Essays ..

1.75

1.50

7.00
1.50

5.00

1.00

1.25

2.00

Diseases of the Nervous System ....... 5.00

HARDY (ARTHURS.) . ButyetaWoman 1.25

HARRIS (J. C.). Uncle Remus: His Songs

and Sayings. The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus..... 1.50

HARTMANN (EDUARD VON). Philos-

ophy of the Unconscious . Speculative

Results according to the Inductive

Method of Physical Science. 3 vols... 9.00

HAWLEY (F. B.) Capital and Popula-

tion:AStudy of the Economic Effects

of their Relations to each other.......

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

Scarlet Letter .

The House of the Seven Gables.

HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-
ative First Cause

Freedom of the Will

HELMHOLTZ (H.) . Popular Lectures on

Scientific Subjects . With an Introduc

tion by Prof. Tyndall..........
Second Series

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus ..

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment....

Young Folks' History of the United
States

Margaret Fuller Ossoli .

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

ingPlace ..

1.50

1.25

1.25

.75

2.00

2.00

4.00

Philosophy of Auguste Comte........
Political Economy

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

Liberty, both inone vol.

Representative Government.....

Three Essays on Religion..

MILLS(C. D. B.). Gems of the Orient.

Buddha and Buddhism..

MUELLER (F. MAX) . Lectures on the

Science of Language .

Chips froma GermanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, and Customs. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, andAn-

tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology. Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol ., $2.00 ;

theset

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a
Translation of the Dhammapada, or

Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustratedby the Relig-

ions of India

OORT (DR. H.) and HOOKYAAS (DR. I.) .

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study ofthe Bible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges....

Vol. II . Kings andProphets

Vol. III . New Testament....

10.00

2.00

2.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

STEWART (S. J. ). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatit is andhowit Grew..

STICKNEY (ALBERT) . A True Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of "Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful
illustrations

5.00

STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

town Folks. ANew England Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

landStory

STRAUSS (D. F.). The Old Faith and the

New...

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

owe to each other....

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-

fiveYears..

1.00 TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

1.50 OSWALD (FELIXL., M.D.). Physical

Education; or, The Health Laws of
Nature....

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

ofthe Christian Religion andthe Sig-

nificance of itsRise and Decline..... 1.00

1.50

1.50

1.25

1.00

2.25

PAINE (THOMAS). Age of Reason.......

Complete Works ...

PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

theWorld of Matter and the World of

Mind

Prayersby Theodore Parker

TheMystery ofPain ..

Physiologyfor Practical Use

HOLLAND (F. M.). Reign of the Stoics.. 1.25 PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of
Stories fromRobert Browning ..

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing...

1.50

Paper, 35 cts.; cloth, 50

1.00 HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The
Autocrat of the Breakfast Table ....... 2.00

.50

7.00

1.50

1.00

Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools and Familles. .75

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS) . Outlines of

theReligion andPhilosophy ofEman-

uel Swedenborg

The Professor at the Breakfast Table.... 2.00 PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.
2.00

2.00

Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

With Portraits . 2 vols.

traits. 3 vols ...

Famous Americans of Recent Times....

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits . Illustra-

Motion

Fragments of Science .

LightandElectricity,

Lessons in Electricity.

Hours of Exercise in the Alps..........
BelfastAddress..

UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

ures

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free

Thought

VOGEL(A. ). APractical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ....

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

WALKER(PROF. F. A.) . Wages

Money.....
3.501.25The New Chemistry.

2.00

4.00

Emotional Expression.....

Journal of Researches .......

COOPER ( JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Complete in 16 vols ... 20.00

DANA (R. H. ). Two Yeare before the Mast, 1.50

DARWIN(CHARLES) . Origin of Species, 2.00
Descent of Man......

ThePoet at the Breakfast Table...

4.00Poems....
2.00

Money. Trade, and Industry....

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6

1.50

Ralph WaldoEmerson 1.25 vols . Illus ..
10.00

ElsieVenner 2.00

6.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

3.00

2.00

HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-

moirandPortrait. 2 vols..

2.00 tory Liquor Laws 1.25
3.50 The Social Law of Labor.

1.50

Animals and Plants under Domestica-
3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.). The Lady of the

tions. 2 vols.... 6.00 WEISS (JOHN). LifeandCorrespondence

Aroostook ... 1.50 PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART). The of Theodore Parker
4.00tion. 2 vols....

5.00 The Undiscovered Country . 1.50 GatesAjar....... 1.50
American Religion

1.50Insectivorous Plants
2.00

Climbing Plants
1.25

Orchids fertilized by Insects
1.75

HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a

Physical Description of the Universe.

Beyond the Gates. 1.50
The ImmortalLife

1.50

DoctorZay .. 1.25

Forms ofFlowers....

Fertilization in the Vegetable Kingdom. 2.00 2vols....... 3.00

TravelsandResearches
.75

PIERCE (EDWARD L.) . Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Samner. With two

newlyengraved Likenesses ofSumner.

2vols....

Growth of Language ..

Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare

WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works,withPortrait 2.00

2.00

1.50

6.00 WILSON (HENRY). Rise and Fall of the

1.50

Complete set, 13 vols...

Vegetable Mould, etc....

Power of MovementinPlants.
2.00

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-
1.50traits....

1.50

25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays .. 1.50 POPE'S Essay onMan .50 SlavePowerinAmerica. 3vols ....... 9.00
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Guizot's FranceHISTORY OF

REDUCED IN COST from $33.00 to $8.00, or com- and gives it from the pen of a master, that can be thought of

paring contents fairly, from $49.50 to $8.00, for the only as a rival to the mammoth production of Guizot. How Mr.

other American edition of GUIZOT comes down TO Alden can give the eight volumes, and this on good paper, and

The French Revolution, only, and is continued to Na- clear type, including the multitude of illustrations, is a thing

poleon III. by MARTIN, and $49.50 is the published we have CIPHERED over, but we fail to understand

price of the two works. THIS ILLUSTRATED it. The first volume gives substantially the beginnings of

LIBRARY EDITION covers from the earliest times to French history. It is of necessity the dullest of the eight, yet

with Guizot even logarithms would be readable. ”—

1848, is writtenby M. GUIZOT, Prime Minister of France, Christian Leader, Boston, Mass.
and completed from his notes by his daughter, Madame

GUIZOT DE WITT. It is published in 8 volumes, small

octavo, printed from the type shown by these lines, con-

tains the 426 Illustrations, mostly full- page, of the

imported edition, is bound in tasteful Library style,

dark green cloth, beveled boards, gilt tops. Price of the

set, only $8.00 by express, or, sent prepaid for $9.60 .

" There is only ONEDRAWBACK... it seems more

like getting a present than making a purchase. Guizot

is the most brilliant of French historians, as well as the most

to be relied upon. He is the Macaulay of the history of France;

his style and treatment are philosophical, didactic, rich in

detail, dramatic in arrangement. His narrative is full of

emotion, like a quick stream ; his characters rise before us as

in the flesh ; they aremen and women, not historiclay figures.

INVESTORS
should confer with the

WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO.,
LAWRENCE, KANSAS ,

FirstMortgage Real Estate Loans paid

in New York. Absolute Satisfaction
GUARANTEED. For reliability , consult Third

Nat. Bank. N. Y. City, or Nat. Bank, Lawrence, Kan,

Security large. Interest promptly paid.
Send for pamphletwith testimonials, sample forns, etc,

F.M. Perkins, Pres . N.F Hart, (L. II. Perkins, Sec.
J. T. Warne. V. Pres . Auditor. C. W.Gillett, Treas

TRACTS.

No. 1.-Truths for the Times, by F. E.

Abbot, contains the "Fifty Affirmations"

and"Modern Principles." This especially

has received great commendation from

most distinguished men for the logical
clearness of its statements. NewEdition,

Price10cents;12copies,$1.00

No. 2.- Fear of the Living God, by O. B.
Frothingham, exposes the debasing char-

acter of the popular notions ofGod, and

presents conceptions of him that are wor-

thy of the nineteenth century. Newedi-

tion. Price 5 cents ; 12 copies,50 cents.

“ TheMARVELOUS CHEAPNESS ofthese profuse-

ly illustrated and handsomely bound volumes must provoke

comment everywhere. Each volume is easily worth

$2.00, according to the standard of prices asked. This is

the only complete American edition of this work, which is

known as the best popular history of France. "-Journal, No. 3.-Lecture ontheBible, bytheRev.

Indianapolis, Ind.

" In the reproduction of this work the publisher has outdone

all previous efforts, and has given us a MARVEL of EX-

CELLENCE, in every respect, at a marvel of cheapness."

-Christian at Work, New York.

Hundred-Page Catalogue, free, descriptive of the best

books of the world, at the low-

est prices ever known, together

with terms upon which books
It is as charming asany romance, and the interest is permanent. are sent for examination

It is a work to keep and read and re-read for years. "-Domin- before payment, to any
ion Churchman, Toronto, Canada.

one on application. Address,

“ In ENGLISH, at least, original or translated, we have and make checks, drafts, or

COUPON-50 CENTS.

This Coupon, together with $7.50 in

cash,will be received, if sentwithin 10days from the date of paper in which

it appears (mention nameof paper), in
fullpayment for GUIZOT'S FRANCE above

described. This small extra induce-

ment is simply to secure your prompt

response, and indicate the advertising
from which responses come.

NO WORKof French history that CAN APPROACH money orders, payable to JOHN B. ALDEN , Publisher,
IT. We can name no work that gives the complete history , P. O. Box, 1227 .

ONE MILLION

COPIESwill

soonbe sold

TWENTY

YEARS

OF CONGRESS-By James G. Blaine. The

only history of our Government from 1861 to 1881.
Hon. John S.Wise, M. C. fromVa., says Whoever takes

it up, no matter whether he be Mr. Blaine's friend or

enemy, will never put it down until he has read the
whole." $200 per month to good agents. Apply at

once, The Henry Bill Pub. Co., Norwich, Ct.

J. HART & CO.,

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa .

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points inEurope. Agency
for the American Line of Steamers .

| ECTURERS Wanted. See The SUN.
Copyfree. SUN,Box 2483,Kalamazoo,Mich.

THE

393 Pearl Street, NewYork.

2,000

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-

called "Twelve GreatPicturesoftheWorld."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI;
The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;

Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; AS-

sumptionofthe Virgin, istine Madonna,
figuration, RAPHAEL; Sistine Madonna,RAPHAEL ; HolyNight, CORREGGIO; Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO ; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS ; The Immac-

VICK'S COLEGROVE BOOK CO. , ulateConception,Mo

FLORALGUIDE

Abeautiful work of 150 pages, Colored Plate, and 1000 il-

lustrations, with descriptions of the best Flowers and

Vegetables, prices of Seeds and Plants, and how to grow

them. Printed in English and German. Price only 10

cents,which may be deducted from first order.

It tellswhat you want for the Garden, and how to get

it instead of running to the grocery at the last moment to

buywhatever seeds happen to be left over, meeting with

disappointment after weeks of waiting. BUY ONLY

VICK'S SEEDS AT HEADQUARTERS.

JAMES VICK, Rochester, N. Y.

H. T. MARSHALL'S

PATENT

ADJUSTABLE

LACE

CONGRESS

MARSHA
LL'S

PAT.
MAY13,181

135 Wabash Ave., Chicago.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

Booksellers and Stationers.

Catalogues of new and standard books

will be sent to any address without charge.

Illustrated list of works ofAmerican authors

sent on receipt of 4 cents in stamps.

N.B. The prices quoted in the catalogues

which we send out are the PUBLISHERS'RE-

TAIL PRICES . These, unless marked net, are

subject to a uniform discount of TWENTY

PER CENT. to individual buyers. Special

terms are offered to the trade and to public

libraries. Any book in print will be sent by

mailon receiptof the net price,with enough

added to cover postage, at the rate of one

cent for each two ounces. The postage on

an ordinary 16mo book is about ten cents,

and other sizes in proportion. Orders by

mail are especially solicited, and will receive

promptandcareful attention. Liberal books
a specia ar store being the Western

Cornell UnivLib le publications of GEO. H.

Is easily adjusted to fit any instep or ankle

at any time, and will not uncomfortably

draw the ankle, like ordinary congress. It

has the stylish appearance of a lace boot

and all the convenience of any congress in

putting on or off the foot. Marshall's Pat.

Pat'dMay 13, 1884, woven in the front strap

or stamped on the shank of each shoe. If

your dealer does not keep them, send postal

for directions how to get them to the Pat-

entee and Manufacturer of Men's, Boys' ,

3170F

AMERICAN UNITARIANASSO-

WM. I. GILL'S WORKS.

1. Evolution and Progress : An

II. Analytical Processes ; or, The

Exposition andDefence ..... $1.50

Primary Principle of Philosophy, 2.00

Mailed, postpaid, on receipt of price. De-

scriptive catalogue free.

W. B. SMITH & CO., Publishers,

27 Bond Street, New York.

Man --- Whence and Whither ?

andYouth's Fine Boots and Shoes. Tennis By RICHARD B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.B.
Shoe for Ladies and Gents a specialty.

H. T. MARSHALL,

BROCKTON, MASS.

Price $1.00.

For sale at THE INDEX office.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.10; or

any one or more at 20 cts. each (with Cata-
logue when desired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee, Wis .

EVOLUTION IN ITS RELATIONS

TO EVANGELICAL RELIG-

ION. Addresses of B. F. UNDERWOOD,

Prof. P. A. CHADBOURNE, and Prof. ASA

GRAY at a meeting of the "Evangelical

Alliance" held in Boston, Sept. 10, 1882.

5 cts.

NATURALISM vs. SUPERNAT-

URALISM. By B. F. UNDERWOOD.

10 cts.

WHAT KIND OF MORALITY

DID JESUS AND THE APOS-

TLES TEACH? By F. M. HOL-

LAND. 5 cts .

GOD OR THE GALILEAN? By

FELIX L. OSWALD. 5 cts.

THE SCIENTIFIC AND META-

PHYSICAL METHODS IN

PHILOSOPHY. By LEWIS G.

JANES. 5 cts .

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY.
By WILLIAM FREY. 15 cts.

Charles Voysey, of England, is an over

whelming demonstration ofthe imperfec-

tions and errors of the Bible,both in the

Old and the New Testaments. New Edi-

tion. Price 10 cents; 12copies, $1.00.

No. 4.-Christian Propagandism, byF.

E.Abbot, is an exposure of theweakness,

costliness, and inefficiency of the System

of Foreign Missions. Full of Figures,

Facts, and Interesting Extracts . Price 10

cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

No. 5.-"God in the Constitution," by

Rev. Arthur B. Bradford, opposes the
proposed Theological Amendment to the

United States Constitution. Price 10 cents;

12 copies, $1.00.

No. 6. "The Sabbath," by Parker Pills-

bury,denounces Sabbatarian superstition.
New Edition. Price 10 cents; 12 copies,

$1.00.

No. 7.-"Compulsory Education," by

F. E. Abbot, maintains the right of every

child to be educated, and the duty of the

State to ensure it an education. Price 5

cents; 12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 8.-The Present Heaven, by O. B.

Frothingham, treats of a subject that in-

terests everybody. New Edition. Price 5

cents: 12 copies,50cents.

No. 9.-The Christian Amendment,by

F. E. Abbot, shows the dangerous charac-

terof the attempt to interpolate theEsan-

gelical Christian Creed in the U. S. Consti-

tution. Price 5 cents,12 copies,50 cents.

No. 10. The Impeachment of Chris-

tianity, by F. E. Abbot. Sixth TenThou-

sand. Sent forfree distribution to any one

who will distribute it, in packages of from

five to one hundred copies.

No. 11.-The God of Science,byF. E.Ab-
bot, attempts to show the real influence

ofmodern science upon the ideaofGod.

Price 10cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

No. 12.- Is Romanism Real Christian-
ity? Two essays by Francis W. Newman

and F. E. Abbot. Price10 cents ; 12 copies ,

$1.00.

No. 13.-On the Vision of Heaven, by

Prof. F. W. Newman, of England, analyzes
the Christianconception ofHeaven. Price

5 cents; 12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 14.-A Study of Religion : The

Name and the Thing, by F. E.Abbot,

attempts to show that the popular deriva-

tion of theword Religion is incorrect ; that

the popular conceptions of Religion itself

are inadequate; andthata new conception
of it, based on the Law of Evolution, con-

sistent with absolute Freedom ofThought,

and independent even of belief inGod, is

the necessary condition of the perpetuity

of Religion among men. Price 10 cents ;

12 copies, $1.00.

No. 15.- The Battle of Syracuse. Two

Essays by Rev. James Freeman Clarke,

D.D., and F. E. Abbot discussing the

Authority of Christianity. Price10 cents;

12 copies for $1.00.

Address THE INDEX,

44 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass.

THE ABSENCE OF DESIGN IN

NATURE. By Prof. H. D. GARRISON.

A Lecture delivered before the Philo-

sophical Society of Chicago. Price 10

cts. For sale at THE INDEX office.

THE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

Ttisingpublicisrespectfully solicitedfor

AN AGNOSTIC VIEW OF THE held responsible for any statements made

DOCTRINE OF VICARIOUS

ATONEMENT. By W. H. SPENCER.
5cts .

AGNOSTICISM AND RELIGION.

By W. H. SPENCER. 5 cts.

THE INDEX. Though the papermustnot be

by advertisers, the attempt willbe honestly

made to keep the advertising pages in en-
tireharmonywith its general character and

principles. To this end, all improper or

"blind" advertisements, all quack adver

tisements, and all advertisements believed

to be fraudulent or unjust to any one,will

Address THE INDEX, 44 Boylston Street, be excludedfrom thesecolumns.
Boston, Mass.

Travels in Faith from

Tradition to Reason .

ADVERTISING RATES.

For 1 to 12 Insertions, .

"13 " 25

10c.per line.

" 8c.
6

"

"26 " 51
"

60.
"

"

"52
"

5с.
66

"

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25. be made.

Onhalf-column advertisemen
ts, adiscount

of10percent. will be made; onfull-column

advertiseme
nts, adiscount of25percent.

On all advertisemen
ts

for which cash is

paid inadvance, a further discount of25per

tcent. on theots above calculated,will,

By ROBERT C. ADAMS.
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A CONFERENCE on the disestablishment of the

Church of England will meet in London next

month.

SAYS the Springfield Republican : "Chili has dis-

carded the Roman Catholic religion as the religion

of the State, and has announced perfect liberty

to all forms of the Christian faith. The oath of

the president at his accession to office no longer

binds him to the support of the 'Roman Apostolic

Catholic Religion. " "

At the recent convention of the Canadian Free

Thinkers' Association, now changed to the Ameri-

can Secular Union, held at Toronto, Mr. J. Ick

Evans was re-elected president, and Mr. J. A.

Risser and R. B. Butland secretaries. The follow-

ing resolution was unanimously adopted : "That

the conduct of the customs collectors at Toronto

and Montreal in seizing the works of Thomas

Paine and other secular publications is contrary

to every principle of free and enlightened govern-

ment, and calculated to lower the standing of Can-

ada in the eyes of the civilized world as a bigoted

and non-progressive community."

PRESIDENT BASCOM, of Wisconsin State Uni-

versity, is the author of an article on Inspira-

tion in the New Englander for January, which is

criticised severely by orthodox papers. The Pres-

byterian Banner has this to say : "The Christian

people of Wisconsin are to be commiserated for

having aman at the head of their State institution

who proclaims such views with respect to the in-

spiration of the word of God. But what shall we

say of Yale College, where Prof. Ladd, of the

theological department, teaches and publishes just

about the same thing ? It is difficult to see how

Christian parents can consistently place their sons
under such influence."

ENGLISH papers mention the recent death of Dr.

Edward Evans, of London, in his ninety-seventh

year. The Christian Life (London) says : "He

retained an unimpaired memory of events cover-

ing a great part of a century; and his kind and

genial manner, and the pleasure he had in impart-

ing information about past times and occurrences,

gave very much satisfaction to his many friends.

Hecontinued to be a reader-and a learner, as he

said to his very last day." Dr. Evans had been

many years deeply interested in political and relig-

ious liberalism, and we take pleasure in stating

that he was a reader and supporter of The Index

up to the last weeks of his life.

On the 3d inst., St. Patrick's Roman Catholic

Church at Hartford, Conn., celebrated the feast of

St. Blase, the patron of health. "The church,"

says a report which we find in one of our daily

papers, "was packed, it having been announced

that those desiring it could have their throats

blessed at mass as a preventive of diphtheria,

pneumonia, and kindred diseases. Father Hughes

and two assistants first knelt in silent prayer, and

then requested the people in turn to approach the

altar. The priests repeated the invocation to the

patron saint, and, with two lighted candles held in

the form of a cross, touched the throat of each

person, who also repeated the prayer."

COMMENTING on Bishop Potter's letter explain-

ing that the vow administered by him to two

young men is the same substantially as that taken

by every woman who joins a sisterhood, the Chris-

tian Register sensibly remarks : "Nevertheless, he

totally fails to demonstrate what advantage such

vows confer upon two earnest Episcopalians

above those enjoyed by hundreds of equally self-

denying missionaries who labor among the poor

without taking unnatural vows or connecting

themselves with an artificial order. So far from

celibacy being a help in this work, we believe that

a young man of equal ability and earnestness,

blessed with a good wife devoted to the same

cause, can do far more good among the poor than

could any two young men who take the vow of

celibacy."

AFRIEND writes from New York : "Prof. Thomas

Davidson is inaugurating a series of Sunday after-

noon lectures in New York, having for their ulti-

mate aim the formation of a new society or church.

It is unnecessary to say that these lectures will

deal with problems of the deepest interest to

thinkers. As an introduction to the course, Prof.

Davidson gave a résumé of the influences and ex-

perienceswhich have led to his present convictions,
and in his first lecture explained the scope and

functions of a church. In the second (delivered

last Sunday), he dwelt upon the conflict between

science and religion, and pointed out why this

antagonism had necessarily existed in the past

and appeared so inevitable in the present, and yet

how utterly irreconcilable it is with the true spirit

of pure religion and pure science."

THE Reorganized Church of Jesus Christof Lat-

ter-Day Saints had a conference at Dennisport,

Mass. , January 31. Representatives were present

from Boston, Brockton, North Plymouth, Plain-

ville, Fall River, and New Bedford, Mass., and
Providence and Little Compton, R.I. Their re-

ports showed the church to be "in a healthy state,

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

with an increase of membership during the year.

There were more calls for preachers than could be

supplied." Mr. F. A. Potter, of Providence, pre-

sided; and there was speaking by elders W. H.

Kelley and E. L. Kelley of Kirtland, Ohio, M. H.

Bond of Michigan, and John Smith of New Bed-

ford. One of the elders writes : "The speakers

manifested much earnestness ; and the audiences,

which numbered several hundred at each service,

appreciated the instruction which was given for

their good. Sabbath morning was held a testi-

mony meeting, which was marked by the power

and gifts of the Spirit mentioned by Paul in I. Cor.

xii. and Eph. iv. The spirit of peace, union, and

good will prevailed during the entire conference."

REV. DR. J. P. NEWMAN lately gave a lecture in

San Francisco on "The Seven Bibles of the World."

He made the surprising statement that all scholars

agree as to the Mosaic authorship of the Penta-

teuch and as to the claim that Moses lived 1500

B.C. He declared that the Hebrew Bible is the

oldest of all sacred books, and made a number of

astonishingly reckless statements in regard to the

date and character of Chinese, Indian,and Egyp-

tian literature. The lecture, which was reported

in the San Francisco papers, called out a reply in

the San Francisco Daily Post from Mr. William

Emmett Coleman, who for several years has made

the subjects treated a special study. Mr. Coleman

showed that Dr. Newman's lecture consisted mainly

of perversions of the truth, and that he possessed

neither the scholarship nor the fairness to do jus-

tice to the subject. He showed by quotations and

references that the Mosaic authorship of the Penta-

teuch has been abandoned by many of the most

eminent scholars and theologians; that they gen-

erally agree that large portions of it could not

have been written by Moses; that the best scholar-

ship of all countries has accepted the Exodus as

occurring near 1300 B.C.; that even the orthodox

Rawlinson puts it no earlier than 1350 ; that the

Egyptian Book of the Dead, or chapters of it, as is

known from inscriptions on monuments, were in

use fourteen dynasties before Moses, and dates

back at least 1200 before the Jewish law-giver.

Dr. Newman having said that the oldest Chinese

record is 1100 B.C. and that the Chinese had no

written language in 1600 B.C., Mr. Coleman quotes

from Prof. Legge's latest work that there are

Chinese documents written more than 2000 years

B.C., and, from another work by the same author,

that writing began in China as far back as 5000

years ago. Dr. Newman had even said that the

Chinese had no existence 2000 B.C., at which time

Abraham was a "prince, a Christian, and a gen-

eral" ! Mr. Coleman's exposure of Dr. Newman's

numerous mistakes and misrepresentations was so

obvious and complete that the latter attempted a

defence. It was extremely weak; but it gave Mr.

Coleman an opportunity to go into the subject a

little more fully, and to support his criticism by an

array of arguments and authorities which do credit

to him as a scholar, while they leave the "Rev.

Dr."Newman in a most unenviable position before

thepublicwhomhehad attempted to instruct.
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DR. HOLMES' LIMITATION AS EMERSON'S

BIOGRAPHER.

Dr. Holmes, of course, has given us a very

readable memoir of Emerson. He could scarcely

write anything thatwould not be readable so long

as he retains his characteristic wit and mental

vivacity. But, if Dr. Holmes' reputation as a

literary man had to rest on his artistic skill in

writing biography, as shown in this volume, we

fear his fame would be short-lived. The book,

however, must be judged from the point of view

of the series to which it belongs,-the "American

Men of Letters" series. Its size for this reasonwas

limited, and its purpose evidently pretty closely

confined to delineating Emerson as a man of

letters. Looking at the work thus, as the view

given by one eminent literary man of America's

most eminent literary man, the memoir is full of

interest and, in general, may be satisfying. The

chapter on Emerson as a poet seems most complete

of all. This, it is plain, was written con amore.

Dr. Holmes does not debar himself, by any such

purely technical definitions of poetry as Matthew

Arnold fettered himself with, from placing Emer-

son among the greatest and most inspiring poets.

But, with all its merits as a presentation of the

literary career of Emerson, Dr. Holmes' book, since

it attempts at least to touch all sides of its sub-

ject's character, betrays certain limitations in its

author, which not a little mar his work as a general

portraiture. Dr. Holmes has somanyvirtues that

he can afford to have it said that he has never

shown himself specially interested in social and

religious reform. In religious views, he has pro-

gressed with the years as a Unitarian, but always

as a Unitarian. He has never seen the need of

any larger freedom than that denomination has

allowed, never felt any constraining impulse of

conscience tobreak over its in Boston-eminently

respectable bounds. So, with regard to social and

political questions, Dr. Holmes has always had a

safe and reputable regard for the metes and meas-

ures of public opinion that may chance at any

time to exist. In his own person,he has probably

never known the necessity of espousing an unpop-

ular cause for the sake of a sentiment of justice or

for securing the righting of a social wrong. On

these accounts, Dr. Holmes is incapacitated for

fully understanding and appreciating that moral

instinct in Emerson's nature which, from the day

he left the pulpit because he could no longer

conscientiously administer the communion service

to the end of his life, led him to take the side of

any persecuted truth, of any cause or individual

that represented imperilled freedom of thought,

of any oppressed minority struggling for their

withheld rights. He had that innate moral chiv-

alry which took him without a question to the

defence of the weak and the wronged. He was

therefore to be found at certain public meetings,

andwas interested in objects, of which Dr. Holmes |

knew nothing except by hearsayor by the highly |

colored reports of a hostile press. This character-

istic of Emerson was so marked that any biogra-

phy of him that treats it slightingly is fatally

defective.

Yet it is at this point that the specialdefect in

Dr. Holmes' memoir appears. Not acquainted

through personal knowledge or sympathy with this

side of Emerson's character, he could not do it

justice; andhence, in speaking of it at all, he has

done, though unwittingly, the distinguished sub-
ject of his memoir a great injustice. He has rep-

resented Emerson's relation to social and religious

reform as too much like his own, that is, as that

of an amiable and humorous critic rather than as

anearnest believer andhelper. It seems as if, out

of the very love and admiration which Emerson

hadwonfrom his own heart, Holmes were trying

tomake his career acceptable to the average opin-❘

ion of Harvard College and of Beacon Street a

generation ago, when Webster was Boston's idol

and the anti-slavery causewas still underban. He

thus appears almost as the apologist for what was

most heroic in Emerson's character. He speaks of

him as "never identified with the abolitionists,"

passes over very lightly his relation to New Eng-

land Transcendentalism, and dwells upon the fact

that he saw the weaknesses of special reforms and

the foibles of many individual reformers, until his

sympathy with them is almost lost sight of.

The New York Nation, in its review of the book,

points out this defect in respect to the anti-slavery

agitation and the Transcendental movement, and

says, "In both cases there is an obvious lack of

personal knowledge, not filled by any assiduous

inquiry." And it instances one statement as show-

ing not only a hasty and prejudiced opinion, but

unpardonable carelessness about ascertaining the

facts. Dr. Holmes says of Emerson's most elabo-

rate address on slavery, that given at Concord,

Aug. 1, 1844,-that it "would not have satisfied

the abolitionists." The writer in the Nation says

that, by going into the Boston Public Library and

consulting a file of the Liberator for 1844, he would

have seen that the other speakers at the meeting

institutions, which are springing up like joyful

plants of wholesomeness all over this country,

should all be remembered as within the sphere"

of the new organization, added the significant

sentence, "Almost all of them are represented

here." Emerson's opinion,therefore, ofthis meet-

ing, and of the Free Religious Association which

followed it, of which, contrary to his usual cus-

tom, he became at once a member and allowed

himself to be elected one of the vice-presidents as

long as he lived,-was quite different from the

opinion heldby Dr. Holmes.

Other illustrations of the want of sympathetic

appreciation on the part of Dr. Holmes for some

of the distinguishing traits of Emerson's charac-

ter might be found. Thedefect is aserious blem-

ish in an otherwise valuable contribution to the

Emerson Biographica. The life of the Concord

philosopher is being written piecemeal. When

the complete biographer comes, he will see and

show that this serene, scholarly philosopher, so

fond of his books and meditations and living so

thoroughly in the spirit,was yet one of the lead-

ing heroic reformers of this nineteenth century ; a

man of too large view not to see and note the

limitations of special reformers, and too optimis-

tic in his philosophy to feel that the world's sal-

vation depended on carrying one reform; not, in-

deed, a reformer by profession and vocation; yet

"were of the straitest sect of abolitionists," and ❘ coming continuallyfrom his study and his books

that they unanimously desired the address for pub-

lication; and, further, that Garrison, after edito-

rially mentioning these facts, added, "All who

wereat the meeting, so far as we have seen, con-

cur in praising the address as a most satisfactory

performance." It would seem, then, that "the

abolitionists" were satisfied with this address.

Wendell Phillips, in particular, it is said, was so

much satisfied with it that he kept for years a

supply on hand for special distribution.

Asimilar false coloring of facts, caused by want

of sympathy with Emerson's position as a re-

former, we notice in Dr. Holmes' brief mention

of the address which Emerson made at the meet-

ing when the Free Religious Association was or-

ganized. A few sentences, not continuous, from

the close of Emerson's remarks upon that occasion

are quoted thus : "What I expected to find here

was some practical suggestions by which we

were to reanimate and reorganize for ourselves

the true church, the pure worship. Pure doc-

trine always bears fruit in pure benefits. It

is only by good works, it is only on the basis

of active duty, that worship finds expression.-

The interests that grow out of a meeting like

this should bind us with new strength to the old

eternal duties." This extract Dr. Holmes pref-

aces with the statement that "nothing could be

morewholesome in ameeting of creed-killers than

these suggestive remarks." Creed-killing is some-

times an excellent thing, as Dr. Holmes himself

will bear witness, when Calvinism is in question.

But, by this little sentence concerning that large

gathering of earnestmen andwomen,-which from

any one but a man of Dr. Holmes' genial amia-

bility weshould call a slurring sentence, the im-

pression is thrown out that it was a convention of

mere destructives, whom Emerson criticised more

than he endorsed. If Dr. Holmes had read the

whole story of that meeting, he would have seen

that these remarks were in entire keeping with its

general spirit andtenor,and thatsuch suggestions

and the actions consequent upon them are not

unfamiliar to the class of people who assemble at

Free Religious conventions. Moreover, between

the sentences which Dr. Holmes quoted were

others which he omitted, wherein Emerson, after

expressing the wish that "the various beneficent

toplead for every cause of human rights and for

every advance in liberty for mind or body which

have specially marked the middle half of this

century; and, more than all, teaching on platform

and in book the key-note of all reform, that the

order of nature, in mind and in matter, is a

greater and diviner revelation and safer guide

than any miracle.

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

CARLYLE'S POLITICS .

Carlyle was himself a peasant by birth, but a

peasant of an exceptionally and generally intel-

ligent race. Thus it was that in times of busi-

ness depression he deeply sympathized with the

sufferings, privations, and scanty fare of the poor

toilers of the class to which he himself belonged

by birth; and thus it was that his indignation was

profoundly stirred against the rotten and iniqui-

tous social and industrial systems of European

countries. He regarded those systems as surely

doomed as there is a providential and retributive

Justice, which makes itself manifest in the affairs

of the world, to thediscomfiture and overthrow of

injustice and oppression. In his Past and Pres-

ent and Latter Day Pamphlets, he denounced the

British industrial system of his time as making of

the poor laborer a worse slave than were Gurth

and Wamba, the born thralls of Saxon thanes in

feudal times. For the honest toiler, at whatever

kind of labor, he entertained the utmost respect

and compassion. Percontra, for moneyed and aris-

tocratic do-nothings, his copious vocabulary of con-

tempt and scorn exhausted itself in terms of de-

nunciation. Idleness and uselessness, however

gilded and splendidly environed and privileged,

could never dazzle him in the least. The famous

Latin epitaph in Sartor Resartus,whichwas writ

ten by Teufelsdröckh for a deceased Count Zäh-

darm, Imperial Councillor, Knight of the Golden

Fleece, and black vulture, and which recounts

how many thousands of partridges the deceased
nobleman had shot in the courseofhis sublunar

career, and how many tens of thousand pounds

offood of various sortsheand his attendants and

servants, two-footed and four-footed, had succeeded

in converting into stercoraceous matter,haud sine
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tumultu, is in the true vein of Swiftian humor and

satire. Now, resting from his labor, concludes the

epitaph, his works do follow him. If you seek

hismonument, behold adunghill.

ignorant populace and proletariat, he evidently

had no respect for it or belief in its fitness for

self-government, anymore thanhis friend Carlyle

had. But, after all that can be said in derision of

thepeople and in denial of their capacity to gov-

ern themselves, are they not the crude, raw mate-

rial out of which havehitherto sprung the world's

ablest, wisest, and best? Carlyle himself was by

birth one of the people, and so were Luther and

Shakspere. All the elements of mental and moral

greatness, then, exist in a crude, undeveloped state

in the masses. The civilization of the Grecian

and Roman past was exclusive, a caste civilization

purely. Humanity, as a whole, was not taken into

account by it. Mankind were divided byit into

patricians and plebeians.

But, while Carlyle regarded the old aristocratic

caste system of Europe as iniquitous and des-

tined to overthrow, hewas no believer in democ-

racy, or majority rule, or elective ballot-box poli-

tics. While sympathizing with the immense mass

of men in their sorrows, privations, and bootless

toils, he still regarded them, according to Mr.

Froude, as "poor creatures, poor in heart and in-

tellect, incapable of making any progress at all if

left to their own devices, though with a natural

loyalty, if not distracted into self-conceit, to those

who were wiser and better than themselves. He

believed that every advance which humanity had

made was due to special individuals supremely

gifted in mind and character, whom Providence

sent among them at favored epochs." Thus, Car-

lyle agreed in effect with the old Greek philoso-

pher Plato and his pupil Aristotle, who divided

mankind into two classes ; namely, the naturally

wise, intellectual, and rational, on the one hand,

and the naturally irrational, anarchic, and foolish,

on the other, the latter class of course constitut

ing the immense majority of the race. Thus, the

rational few, by the very appointment of Nature,

were the rulers of the stupid and semi-bestial

many, who were destitute almost entirely of the

regulative or imperial faculty of reason, and grov-

elled downward in slavery to their animal appe-

tites,and baser lower propensities. Cicero some-

where compares the plebs of Rome to a furious

wild beast. By ancient poets and philosophers

alike, the masses, the multitude, were designated

as profane, ignoble, turbulent, unreasoning, fickle,

creatures of impulse, habit, and prejudice, with-

out steadfastness or elevation of purpose. Homer,

the primitive poet, calls majority rule bad. And

Aristotle says that, as individual despots have their

flatterers and parasites, so the multitude, where its

will is the law, have demagogues and smooth-

tongued orators to eulogize it, while they seek

power and pelf at its hands. Modern men of

genius, illustrious poets and thinkers, disgusted

with the frivolity, fickleness, perversity, sordid-

ness, stupidity, and animalism of the populace,

have beenequally uncomplimentary to it. Milton

was a stern republican in sentiment; but he puts

inhis Paradise Regained the following words into

themouth of the Saviour :-

"What the people but a herd confused,

the best specimens of the best races of to-day.

Fiftyyears ago, the people ofNew England of that

date had solved the problem of social and political

equality for an entire community successfully, or

with sufficient success to show that it is soluble.

Ignorance and extreme poverty were unknown,

and therewas no proletariat here. We had then

become, in fact, an ideal community. But the

ignorance and poverty which our ancestors of

that date had nearly banished from their limits

were soon imported from foreign communities,

the mass of whose people are still sunk in the

social misery and superstition of the past. Thus,

wewere put to the task of combing and washing

and disciplining the poor of Europe to thrift, in-

telligence, and the business of self-government.

It has proved a thankless job, but it willbe ac-

complished. Meantime, the great West is cov-

ered with other and largerNew Englands, so that

New England civilization, popular education and

popular rule, are secure, and becoming ever mightier

social forces, though the original New England

shouldbe submerged beneath a foreign proletariat.

B. W. BALL.

WOMAN AND SCEPTICISM.

The National Woman's Suffrage Association,

which demands full suffrage for women to be

guaranteed by enactments of both branches of

Congress, held its seventeenth annual convention
in Washington, D.C., on the 20th, 21st, and 22d

of January. The attendance was large, the inter-

est lively, and the harmony undisturbed, until,

near the close of the convention, somebody intro-

duced the following startling and boldly radical

resolutions : -

Whereas the dogmas incorporated in religious

creeds derived from Judaism, teaching that woman

was an afterthought in creation, her sex a misfort-

une, marriage a condition of subordination, and

maternity a curse, are contrary to the law of God as

revealed in nature and the precepts of Christ ; and

Whereas these dogmas are an insidious poison,

sapping the vitality of our civilization, blighting

woman, and laying their palsying hand uponhuman-

ity, therefore,

Resolved, That we denounce thesedogmas wherever

they are enunciated, and we will withdraw our per-

sonal support from any organization or person so

holding and teaching; and

Labor, of allkinds, was servile. War and poli-

tics were the pursuits of the few, so far as leader-

ship was concerned. Feudalism and the old

régime in Europe regarded and treated the masses

as they had been treated in the pagan past. At

length, in the nineteenth century of the vulgar

era, we have a new, modern, popular civilization,

which is bringing the masses to the front, and

accustoming them to the assertion and exercise

of their social and political rights as men, as

beings born upon the high plane of reason,

thought, will, and feeling, whatever their material

circumstances and perversities may be. It is a

new, a great departure ; but no step backward will

be taken, whatever temporary discouragements

mayhappen to cloud the social and political pros-

pects of the multitude. There is infinite time

ahead for the evolution of "the rascal rabble" or

the lowest of the low at last into rational, thought-

ful, self-governing men and women. For, as I

have said, current civilization is truly popular. It

is a universal light-spreader and knowledge-diffuser.

The amelioration of the mental, moral, and mate-

rial condition of the masses has begun; and it will

go on from century to century, until the brutish-

ness, ignorance, and poverty of the past shall have

been eliminated from human society everywhere.

Time, in the course of thousands and millions of

years, has been, as we learn from geology and pre-

historic investigation, a miraculous transformer

of men and things. With time enough, almost

anykind of metamorphosis can be accomplished,

physical, social, or political. We as yet stand on

the threshold of the historic period. As Emerson

truly says, "Geology, a science of forty or fifty

summers, has had the effect to throw an air of

novelty and mushroom speed over entire history.

The oldest empires, what we called venerable

antiquity,-now that we have true measures of

duration, show like creations of yesterday." Go

back far enough, and we find the human race, with

all its capabilities of indefinite development, dwell-

ing in caves, hairy, prognathous, repulsive, and an-

thropoid. So say the evolutionists. While gazing

at pictorial representations of the primitive homo

or cave-dweller, we can hardly see how by any

possibility of derivation the noblemen and beauti-

ful women of the highest civilizations of the last

twenty or thirty centuries could have emanated

from such a hideous source. In like manner, a

thousand years hence, majority rule may have

given place to no rule at all in the absence of the

necessity of any repressive government, each man

spontaneously respecting every other man's rights.

What the few have been and are in mental and

moral elevation, all men, in the lapse of thousands

of years, maybecome. Barbarism will then have

become extinct; and the more and more deeply

contriving brain will have made bone, muscle, and

animalism of no account or use. The distance

from the present to such a social consummation is

not so great as it is from the cave-dwellers to

Amiscellaneous rabble, who extol

Things vulgar, and, well weighed, scarce worth the praise?

They praise and they admire they know not what,

Andknow not whom, but as one leads the other;

Andwhat delight to be by such extolled,

To live upon their tongues and be their talk,

Ofwhom to be dispraised were no small praise?

His lot who dares, he singularly good."

Shakspere, through the mouth of Coriolanus,

pours contempt upon the many-headed throng.

Even our own gentle Emerson, who so hated all

oppression even of the lowest of his race, and who

was a sturdy champion of self-government, speaks

of enormous populations of the illiterate, vulgar

sort as resembling "moving cheese," or cheese alive

with maggots, "the more, the worse." He calls

certain races "the guano-races." "Masses ! " ex-

claims he: "the calamity is the masses. I do not

wish anyshovel-handed, narrow-brained, gin-drink-|

ing mass at all." Again, he says, "The worstof

charity is that the lives you are asked to preserve

are not worth preserving." And Emerson was,

like Milton, an ardent republican ; but his ideal

population was such as existed in New England

fifty years ago, when there was an intelligent,

homogeneous, well-to-do, independent yeomanry,

and no extremewealth or poverty. But, as for an

Resolved, Thatwe call upon the Christian ministry,

as leaders of thought, to teach and enforce the funda-

mental idea of creation,-that man was made in the

image of God, male and female, and given equal

dominion over the earth, but none over each other .

And, further, we invite their co-operation in securing

the recognition of the cardinal point of our creed,

that in true religion there is neither male nor female,

neitherbond nor free, but all are one.

" These arraignments," says the Springfield Re-

publican, "gave rise to a lively discussion, in which

a woman exculpated Judaism from responsibility

for the degradation of women. A minister fol-

lowed suit, and also defended early Christianity ;

and an Episcopalian layman declared that-until

the Church, Catholic, Episcopal, or Methodist, rec-

ognized the right of women to be made bishops

and to ordain others to the ministry-the work of

equality can never be accomplished. This last

speaker had found the pulpit a centre of opposi-

tion to woman suffrage ; and, later, it was ar-

raigned as a stumbling-block in the wayof tem-

perance. But, finally, Mrs. Stanton made a rousing

speech, not at all calculated to conciliate people in

the churches; for she declared that 'every form of

religion that has breathed upon this earth has
degraded women. " The discussion of the reso-

lutions was finally laid over, to be taken up at the

next annual meeting,-awise movement, since the

knowledge that such discussion is pending will call
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the attention of women to the subject, and they

will thereforegive some studytoit, and be better

prepared next year either to defend the resolutions

or to bring proof of their unwarrantedness.

Though partly based on truth, these resolutions

are, it seems to me, rather unfortunately worded;

for the implication conveyed in the opening sen-

tence, that Judaism is alone responsible for the

dogmas which "teach that woman was an after-

thought," etc., cannot, I think, fairly be main-

tained. Certainly, the dogmas that woman's sex

is "a misfortune, marriage a condition of subordi-

nation, and maternity a curse," so far as taught in

theBible at all, areas much apart of the teachings

ofthe New Testament as of the Old. It should be

remembered, also, that the "fundamental idea,"

which the resolutions call upon the Christian min-

istry to "teach" and "enforce," is, unquestionably,

"derived from Judaism"; while it is evident that

the passage referred to as "the cardinal point of

our creed "-i.e., "There is neither Jew nor Greek,

there is neither bond nor free, there is neither

male nor female; for ye are all one in Christ

Jesus" was only intended to be accepted in a

spiritual sense, since the context declares this

equality to be true only of those who have been

"baptized unto Christ." These words of Paul were

never intended to touch the secular relations of

Christian society, and were never accepted by

Christianity as part of its social system; for, ex-

cept in this spiritual equality through baptism

"unto Christ," the Jew remained aJew, the Greek

remainedGreek, the enslaved remained inbondage,

and male and female retained their respective

characteristics and unequal social position. The

implication, therefore, in these resolutions that

this passage of Scripture was intended to assert the

equal social and political rights of men and women

here and now is not true, for such equality is op-

posed to the direct teachings of the New Testa-

ment as well as to those of the Old ; and the

Christian ministry cannot consistently, so long as

theyhold to the authority of the Bible, "teach" or

"enforce" the idea of woman's equality with man,

when the New Testament contains such clear and

emphatic statements on the subject as are con-

tained in the following passages and in many

others like them : -

For aman indeed ought not to cover his head, for-

asmuch as he is the image and glory of God; but

thewoman is the glory of man. For the man is not

of the woman, but the woman of the man. Neither

wasthe man created for the woman, but the woman

for the man. (I. Cor. xi. , 7, 8, 9. )

Wives, submit yourselves unto your husbands,

as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of

the wife, even as Christ is the head of the Church ;

andhe is the Saviour of the body. Therefore, as the

Church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to

their own husbands in everything. (Eph. v., 22,

23,24.)

Let the woman learn in silence with all subjec-

tion. But I suffer not a woman to teach nor to usurp

authority over the man,but to be in silence. For

Adamwas first formed, then Eve. And Adam was

not deceived; but the woman, being deceived, was

in the transgression. Notwithstanding, she shall be

saved in child-bearing, if they continue in faith and

charity and holiness with sobriety. (I. Tim. ii., 11-15 .)

Although the discussion of the resolutions was

laid over for a year by the women who introduced

them, yet the press and people have continued

their discussion ever since. In so far, the result

of their introduction has been good. One of the

tendencies of this public discussion has been to

stir up orthodox circles to more or less vigorous

protest against the resolutions and the woman's

movement.

dent of the Howard University, preached a sermon

on"Woman and Scepticism" in a Congregational

church in Washington, taking for his text John

xix., 25. The suffrage women who were present,

and the journalists who reported his sermon, seem,

somehow,to have misapprehended him; for they

reported him as having "advanced the proposition

that, sosoon as women depart from their natural

sphere, they become atheistical and immoral."

He was accused in the Washington papers of

having referred in a condemnatory manner to

Hypatia, Madame Roland, Mary Wollstonecraft,

Frances Wright, Harriet Martineau, Frances Power

Cobbe, andGeorge Eliot. But it appears from an

explanatory letter, written by him to the Woman's

Journal, that his hearers wholly misunderstood

and misrepresented him; for he declareshe did not

attack or even mention Woman Suffrage in his

discourse. "My position was," he says, "that,

when women rush into scepticism, they forsake

their best friend and defence,-Jesus Christ and

his gospel, and expose themselves to the most

dangerous influences. And this I proved by a

multitude of sad facts in the history of the connec-

tion of women with scepticism." He declares

that he "uttered not a word against the morals

of either" Hypatia, Madame Roland, Harriet

Martineau, or Frances Power Cobbe. He further

says : "The discourse was a defence andglorifica-

tion of woman in her high moral and religious

nature and in her devotion to the gospel, which

has so elevated her according to three sceptical

witnesses whom I quoted,-to wit, Lecky, Maine,

and Renan. Of course, it correspondingly warned

her of the dangers arising from sceptical influ-

ences."

Although, it seems a little singular that the

several distinguished women suffragists present,

who listened to this "defence and glorification of

woman," should have become so indignant at his

utterances that two of them, renowned for the

advocacy of the rights of their sex and understood

to be always happy to listen to any "defence" of

it, felt themselves called upon to express to him

personally at the close of the sermon their regret

and indignation at his words, yet it seems only

fair to believe the Rev. Doctor's own statement.

But I am at a loss to know, since he "uttered

not a word against the morals" of those illustri-

ous and gifted benefactresses of our race, to

whom he made reference, in what way he made

use of their names to illustrate the "multitude of

sad facts in the history of the connection of

womenwith scepticism," by which he proved "that,

when women rush into scepticism, they forsake

their best friend and defence,-Jesus Christ and

hisgospel."

If Dr. Patton had carefully read the history of

those women,he would have known that not one

of that noble group whose names he used as

illustrative of the evil tendencies of scepticism

ever "rushed" into that condition of thought.

They were each and all in their youth devoutly

religious; and their scepticism was the result of

years of intense study, earnest thought, painful

investigation, and sincere conviction,-a convic-

tion to which they were as truly devoted as any

of those girl-martyrs of whomwe read in the early

history of the Christian Church were to their faith.

There were no doubt "sad facts" in the story

of the lives of some of these women, as there are

in the history of all human souls who devote their

lives to noble aims andhigh pursuits. "Sad facts"

mark even the lives of the most devout women.

IfDr. Pattondoubts this, let him read the authen-

tic portions of the lives of the Christian female

On the Sunday following the adjournment of saints. Are there not "sad facts" to be found in

the convention, Rev. W. W. Patton, D.D., Presi- the stories of such religious enthusiasts as Joan

of Arc, of Queen Mary of England, of Mother

Ann Lee, of Madame Guyon, and of Catherine de

Medici ?

Dr. Patton says he quoted from "Lecky, Maine,

and Renan" in support of his position, that the

gospel has elevated woman. It is doubtless true

that these writers give due credit to Christianity

in certain of its aspects in its relation tohuman

progress, but it is not probable that these writers

claim, as among the causes of woman's progress,

the theological teachings of the Bible respecting

woman; and I doubt whether the following pas-

sages from Lecky and Maine were among those

quoted by the reverend gentleman on the occasion

of his most notable sermon. Mr. Lecky-in de-

scribing the influence of the doctrine of the infe-

riority of woman, and that through her sin came

into the world, which is certainly a part of the

New Testament teachings-says :-

Womanwas represented as the door of hell, as the

mother of all human ills. She should be ashamed

ofthe very thought that she is awoman. She should

live in continual penance on account of the curses

she had brought upon the world. She should be

ashamed of her dress, for it is the memorial of her

fall. She should especially be ashamed ofherbeauty,

for it is the most potent instrument of the demon....

Womenwere even forbidden by a provincial council,

in the sixth century, on account of their impurity,

to receive the eucharist in their naked hands. Their

essentiallysubordinate position was continuallymain-

tained.

It is probable that this teaching had its part in

determining the principles of legislation concerning

the sex. The pagan laws during the Empire had

been continually repealing the old disabilities of

women; and the legislative movement in their favor

continued with unabated force from Constantine to

Justinian, and appeared also in some of the early

laws of the barbarians. But, in the whole feudal

legislation, women were placed in amuch lower legal

position than in the pagan Empire. In addition to

the personal restrictions which grew necessarily out

ofthe Catholic Christian doctrines concerning divorce,

and the subordination of the weaker sex, we find

numerous and stringent enactments, which rendered

it impossible for women to succeed to any consider-

able amount of property, and which almost reduced

them to the alternative of marriage or a nunnery.

The complete inferiority of the sex was continually

maintained by law; and that generous public opinion

which inRome had frequently revolted against the

injustice done to girls, in depriving them of the

greater part of the inheritance of their fathers, totally

disappeared. Wherever the canon law has been

the basis of legislation, we find laws of succession

sacrificing the interests of daughters and of wives,

and a state of public opinion which has been formed

and regulated by these laws; nor was any serious

attempt made to abolish them till the close of the

last century. The French Revolutionists, though

rejecting the proposal of Sieyes and Condorcet to

accord political emancipation to women, established

at least an equal succession of sons and daughters,

and thus initiated agreat reformation of both law

and opinion, which sooner or later must traverse the

world. (Lecky's Hist. Morals, vol. ii., pp. 357-359.)

"No society," says Maine, "which preserves any

tincture of Christian institutions is likely to restore

to married women the personal liberty conferred on

them by the middle Roman law." (Ancient Law,

p. 158.)

SARA A. UNDERWOOD.

THE BROTHERS GRIMM.

This Sunday morning, January 4, the fine hall

of the University of Berlin was the scene of an

impressive celebration. It is the hundredth anni-

versary of the birth of Jacob Grimm; and his

brother Wilhelm, the hundredth anniversary of

whose birth comes next year (February 25), was

included in the homage. The noble faces and

busts of the Brothers Grimm-partners in one

great service, made professors of this university

at the same time (1840, by Friedrich Wilhelm IV.)
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been considerable. Interesting as the occasion of

this morning was, a better celebration can be

easily imagined, wherein multitudes of children

should gather to witness representations and tab-

leaux of Grimms' Fairy Tales. Unfortunately,

among the Christmas pantomimes and spectacles

of the Berlin theatres, this season none of the

German tales have been included. However, I do

not know that this is to be deplored, if the heroes

and heroines of our childhood are liable to be

paraded in caricature here, as they are in the

English pantomimes. At the present moment, in

the largest theatre of Berlin, Lucifer is one of the

characters in a play called "Sulphurina." He is

used as a fairly respectable fairy, working evil.

That is one step toward properly placing some

figures of popular faith. They can never be un-

derstood if they are ridiculed. The mantle of the

Brothers Grimm, who treated folklore with as

much sympathy as learning, does not appear to

have fallen on any one in Germany or elsewhere.

They have not even a folklore society, such as

that which flourishes in England. But in the

coming university of civilization there will be a

professor of fairy tales and folklore; and there

will be no want of materials at his hand, thanks

tothe as yet buthalf-recognized labors of those dear

Brothers. It was pleasant to hear the student

Männerchor to-day, after the address of the philol-

ogist, with their prophetic hymn :-

-welcomed the audience from amid their bower

ofevergreens. The Faculty were present in their

robes; and many other distinguished men were

present, among them some of exalted position,

the Crown Prince being there of course, for he

rarely fails to payhomage to literarymen.

university choir, composed of students, sang finely.

A fine review, which is to be printed, of the

life and labors of the Brotherswas read by Prof.

Schoerer, who fills the chair of philology, in which

he showed that Jacob and Wilhelm were patri-

archs of all exact and scientific study in philology

and mythology. It was pleasant to see in the

audience two more "Brothers Grimm," sons of

Wilhelm, the one a Regierungsrath, the other,

Herman, professor of literature, well known to the

world by his noble works on Michel Angelo,

AlbertDürer, and Goethe (whose friend Bettina's

daughter, Gisela, he married), and especially dear

to Americans for his two beautiful essays on

Emerson, the latter written since Emerson's death.

Herman Grimm studied English in order to read

Emerson, as Emerson studied German in order to

read Goethe. Unfortunately, however, he cannot

speak the languagehe has learned to read so well ;

and, when-twelve years ago-he met Emerson at

Florence, he could only listen. He has told me

that Emerson remains to him the unique man of

his time; and, in my opinion, Herman Grimm is

the only European who has ever been able to

understand or appreciate the genius or spirit of

Emerson. I cannot help feeling that such appre-

ciation of the great New World thinker by aman

brought up amid studies of the immemorial and

legendary past is in itself a sign of the liberaliz-

ing tendencies which lay in the discoveries of the

Brothers Grimm. Emerson remarked how many

useful hints Goethe, though "a modern of the

moderns," had given to the archæologists ; and

the converse is equally true, there are no better

promotives of free thought than the explorers of

ancient thought, especially as embodied in tradi-

tion and mythology. To have shown that the

good and evil fairies of folklore are the gods and

demons of a mighty religion, diminished in size

and performance by relegation to the hut and the

nursery, is a discovery by the Brothers, which

points out their inevitable fate to the imposing

deities and devils of our time who have not yet

reached their fairy phase. Grimms' Fairy Tales

have gone round the world,and with them have

beensown seeds of scepticism, little suspected by

many of the parents who have presented the

charming volume to their little ones.

.

Which reminds me of a story told by Wilhelm

Grimm to a friend, which will be new to your

readers. One day, a little girl, bearing a book in

her hand, sounded the bell at the door of the

Brothers, and asked to see "Mr. Grimm." Wil-

helm having seen her, the following colloquy

occurred: "Are you the Mr. Grimm who wrote

the pretty tales ?" " Yes, I and my brother."

"And about the clever little tailor who married

the princess ?" "Yes, certainly." "Well," said

the child, producing the book and opening at a

certain page, "it stands here that every one who

doesn't believe it must pay him a thaler. Now,

I don't believe a princess ever married a tailor.

I haven't so much as a thaler yet; but I have

brought agroschen,andplease tell him I hope to

get the rest byand by." Wherewith, she laid the

silver groschen on the table. Just then, Jacob

came up, and the brothers had an interesting inter-

view with the little dame; but they could not per-

suade her to take back with her the silver groschen.

The tributes which the Brothers received from

children were many; and, had each been repre-

sented by a silver groschen, the sum would have

"Der Samen edler Lehren trägt

Ein Sturmwind Gottes übers Reich der Manen

Auf Lebensflügeln fort und legt

Ihnnieder, wo's die Lehrer selbst nicht ahnen.

"Wer sich dem Dienst der Wahrheit weiht

Dess Werk lebt fort, und wurd' er auch vergessen ;

Die Saat bringt Frucht, die er gestreut,

DerMenschheitErbe wird, was er besessen.

"Doch wenn's durchGeisteskraft geglückt

Aufneuen Pfad die Leuchte vorzutragen,

Der ist der Zeiten Strom entrückt,

Es glänzt seinName noch in späten Tagen."

M. D. CONWAY.

REFERRING to the work of the Commission for

the investigation of Spiritualism, appointed under

thewill of Henry Seybert, who left $60,000 to estab-

lish a chair of mental philosophy, subject to the con-

dition that the phenomena of Spiritualism should

be thoroughly examined, the Springfield Repub-

lican says : "Seybert was a dupe of the Blisses and

the Katie King sensation which so abused the

confidence of that excellent man, the late Rob-

ert Dale Owen; but the exposure of the hum-

bugs to which he had given implicit credence did

not shake his faith in the reality of spirit commu-

nication, anymore than it did that of Mr. Owen.

The Commission appointed to carry out his inten-

tions have already been visited by several of the

most noted mediums in the country, who have

been paid liberally for their services ; and the

latest of these is Dr. Henry Slade, who has just

concluded a series of what are called 'remarkable

manifestations' before the Commission. Slade is

a very able man in his profession; but he is not

always conscientious, as manywho have had pri-

vate sessions with him know. The magician

Heller has contracted with the Seybert Commission

to duplicate everything Slade has shown them,

and to reveal to them after he has done it his

whole mode of operation. The inquiry into medi-

umship will without a doubt bring to light a deal

of trickery, which those who believe in the

agency of spirits commonly explain by one of two

hypotheses: that the medium, when his power

is deficient, resorts to trickery to counterfeit the

genuine effects ; or that malicious spirits interfere

to injure the medium's reputation. Perhaps the

scientific investigators maybe able to distinguish

fraud from fact."

The Judex.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

THE term "sweetness and light" did not origi-

nate with Matthew Arnold. Dean Swift, in The

Battle of the Books, compares the ancient and the

modern writers as follows : "The difference is that,

instead of dirt and poison, we have rather chosen

to fill our hives with honey and wax, thus furnish-

ing mankind with the two noblest of things, which

are sweetness and light."-The Critic.

R. HEBER NEWTON observes : "Men there are

who can admire the plea of reason when urged

five hundred years ago, but who now call such a

test of truth rationalism ; who swear by the here-

tics of yesterday, and swear at the heretics of to-

day; who do homage to the right of private judg-

ment as exercised by Luther, but who would

silence it as exercised in our churches to-day."

It is a singular coincidence that Mr. H. G.

Atkinson, whose name has again been so promi-

nently brought forward in the recent controversy

about the life of Harriet Martineau, died on Sun-

day, December 8, at Boulogne, where he had re-

sided since the year 1870. He was one of the very

earliest contributors to the National Reformer, and

was a prolific writer for every journal belonging

to any shade of advanced free thought. He was

adevoted admirer of Bacon, and many years ago

was specially prominent for his part in the famous

Atkinson-Martineau letters.-London Inquirer.

SINCE the Commonwealth is pleased to refer to

us repeatedly as "the sub-editor of The Index," it

maybe well to state for its information that our

position on this paper is not and never has been

that of a "sub-editor" in any respect whatever.

The Index is under a joint editorship, in which

the two editors have equal voice and authority in

its editorial management; and the individual

responsibilityof each forwhat appears in the paper

is clearly stated in the prospectus. The abuse of

us and The Index by the Commonwealth is so silly

in its spiteful feebleness that itdoes not rise even
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to the level of our contempt. Apaperwhose edi-

torial columns are open to anonymous vindictive

assaults upon a journal and an editor by one who

makes pretended criticism a mere pretext for grat-

ifying feelings of personal ill-will and revenge is so

far below the standard o. fair and honorable jour-

nalism that it deserves no attention whatever.

Wehave often seen Henry Ward Beecher classed

among those who believe in modern Spiritualism ;

but it seems from the following, which is taken

from one of Mr. Beecher's recent discourses, that

he is not a Spiritualist :-

Now, in regard to this question, Do spirits ever

revisit this earth? I want to say that I would be

happy to believe they did, but I have failed todis-

cover it . The communications I have received, pur-

porting to be from my parents, were of such a weak,

milk-and-watery nature that they ought to have been

put in an infirmary. I have been at séances perhaps

adozentimes in the course of my life, and have seen

many things I could not understand, but nothing to

convince me that communication with a spirit-world

is open to us.

The Religio-Philosophical Journal, commenting on

this declaration, remarks : "His brothers have

been convinced of the truth of spirit intercourse.

Charles Beecher has written a book on the subject,

in which, on Biblical grounds, he supports his

belief in the same. His sisters have arrived at

the same conclusion. Mrs. Stowe gladly accepts

it, and Mrs. Hooker is an ardent advocate. The

Beecher family are a family of Spiritualists ; and

it is passing strange that, while other members

receive satisfactory communications from their

spirit friends, to Henry Ward alone they give

instructions 'of such a weak, milk-and-watery nat-

ure that they ought to be put in an infirmary. "

The Journal adds : "At one time, Mr. Beecher

inclined to Spiritualism, and his sermons were for

a time replete with its philosophy," and intimates

that the great preacher is endeavoring to "curry

popular favor by denouncing what he knows to be

true." Mr. Beecher is an emotional man, whose

beliefs are largely determined by his feelings and

influenced by his surrounding, and who is subject

to variable moods. Supposing it true, as is likely,

that Mr. Beecher was at one time "inclined to

Spiritualism," it does not follow that in his recent

utterances in regard to it he was guilty of the

hypocrisy of "denouncing what he knows to be

true."

THE Presbyterian says, "The Rev. A. N. Alcott,

pastor of the Unitarian church in Kalamazoo, has

resigned his pastorate and withdrawn from the

Unitarian body, because the last session of the

State Conference 'declined by a majority vote

to recognize either Jesus or Christianity, or even

Theism, in a proposed new constitution. " We

are reliably informed by a gentleman who was

present at the Conference that Mr. Alcott with two

others wanted the Conference to make a distinct

and formal declaration of its Christian faith.

This the Conference generally was not prepared to

do. The discussion came up in connection with

the report of a committee which had been ap-

pointed at the previous annual meeting to draft

a new constitution, and present it for the consider-

ation of the Conference. The chairman of this

committee, Mr. Forbush of Detroit, reported a

constitution, with two drafts of a preamble differ-

ing somewhatfromeach other in phraseology. One

ofthem stated, generally, the religious and moral

purpose of the Conference simply, without naming

God, Jesus, or Christianity ; while the other defined

the religion of Jesus as the love of God and man.

The Conference preferred the former draft; but Mr.

Alcott, Mr. Sunderland, and a layman were strenu-

ous for the second. When it was found that

these three gentlemen were likely to be much

grieved if the Conference insisted that the former

draft of the preamble should go into the constitu-

tion, all action was suspended, and the subject

was by unanimous vote indefinitely postponed.

Nothing was done at the meeting to change in

any way the organization of the Conference ; but

our informant says : "It is doubtless true that, if

any actionhad been taken, it would not have been

satisfactory to Mr. Alcott. It should be added,

however, that not one person who spoke in favor

ofthe first preamble admitted for amoment that it

was open to the interpretation which Mr. Alcott

put upon it. It was atheistic, antichristian, and

anti-Jesus only in the conception of those who can

find no religion and morality outside historical

Christianity.... What we want is to keep all

questions open, and not allow a creed of any sort

to be imposed upon our Conference."

...

WHO shall decide what Agnosticism is? Mr.

Huxley wrote in 1884 : "Some twenty years ago or

thereabouts, I invented the word 'Agnostic' to

denote people who, like myself, confess themselves

to be hopelessly ignorant concerning a variety of

matters about which metaphysicians and theolo-

gians, both orthodox and heterodox, dogmatize

with the utmost confidence; and it has been a

source of some amusement to me to watch the

gradual acceptance of the term and its correlate,

'Agnosticism.'... Thus, it will be seen that I

have a sort of patent right in 'Agnostic' (it is my

trade-mark) ; and I am entitled to say that Ican

state authentically what was originally meant by

Agnosticism. Agnosticism simply says that we

know nothing of what may be beyond phenom-

ena." With this view, Prof. Ernst Haeckel writes,

"I believe that my monistic convictions agree in all

essential points with that natural philosophy which

inEngland is represented by Agnosticism." It was

with this view of the subject, probably, that Mr.

Darwin late in life wrote,"I think that generally

(and more and more, as Igrow older), but not al-

ways, an Agnostic would be the more correct descrip-

tion of my state of mind." And certain it is that,

when Herbert Spencer maintains, as he does with

tiresome repetition through whole pages and chap-

ters of his works, that the Reality underlying phe-

nomena is inscrutable and unknowable, his position

is that of an Agnostic. The word "Agnosticism,"

since it came into use, has been applied both to

those who question whether there is any existence

beyond phenomena and those who affirm such an

existence, but declare that it is unknowable. Thus,

Mr. Spencer, in reply to Mr. Harrison, says: "I

might enlarge on the fact that, though the name

'Agnosticism' fully expresses the confessed inability

to know or conceive the nature of the Power mani-

fested through phenomena, it fails to indicate the

confessed ability to recognize the existence of that

Power as of all things the most certain. I might

make clear the contrast between that Comtean

Agnosticism which says that 'Theology and Ontol-

ogy alike end in the Everlasting No, with which

science confronts all their assertions,' and the Ag-

nosticism set forth in First Principles, which along

with its denials, emphatically utters an Everlasting
Yes" ; i.e. , as to the existence of the Unknowable be-

hind phenomena. The recognition of the Unknow-

able Mr. Spencer makes the basis of religion. In-

stead ofdisclaiming Agnosticism,he complains that

Mr. Harrison "was seeking to reduce, as he would

say, to a ghostly form that surviving element of re-

ligion which, as I had contended, Agnosticism con-

tains." Thus, Mr. Spencer refers to his own phi-

losophy as Agnosticism, while pointing out with

his usual discrimination the difference between

the "Agnosticism set forth in First Principles" and

that of Comte.

For The Index.

A Study of Primitive Christianity.

BY LEWIS G. JANES .

VII.

THE CHRISTIANITY OF PAUL.

The Two Parties in the Early Church.

In the discussion which arose between Peter and

Paul and their respective adherents, in reference to

the necessity of submitting to the rites and ordi-

nances of Judaism as a preliminary to Christian

baptism, Paul finally announced the principle that

the acceptance of the gospel abrogatedthe neces-

sity for the formal observances required by the

law, and claimed complete freedom for the con-

vert as to the adoption of the rite of circumcision,

and other points in dispute between the Judaizing

and the Gentile Christians. The "Acts of the

Apostles," which evidently perverts the facts of

history in the interest of its obvious overmaster-

ing purpose, endeavors to convey the impression

that compromise and agreement were successfully

accomplished during the lifetime of the apostles.

The probability is, however, that the conflict con-

tinued, and was transmitted to later generations.

We have Paul's own declaration, on the occasion

of his interview with Peter at Antioch, that he

"withstood" him "to his very face." †

The evidences of this conflict in the writings of

Paul, andon the opposing side in the Apocalypse

and Petrine Epistles, as well as in the writings of

Hegisippus and others of the early Fathers of the

Church, are very numerous. In the Book of Rev-

elations, the followers of Paul are doubtless de-

nounced under the names of Balaamites andNico-

laitines, and are charged with various offences,

including the eating of meats offered to idols.

Paul himself discouraged the use of such meats

when their character and connection with pagan

sacrifices were known; but he allows exceptions in

certain cases, and doubtless some of his Gentile

followers were even more liberal than he was in

their disregard of the injunctions of the Jewish

law. The author of the Apocalypse, who was

probably the Apostle John, doubtless regarded

Paul as the instigator of these "false doctrines" ;

for he expressly excludes him inhis enumeration

of the twelve apostles, and elsewhere commends

the church at Ephesus because it could not bear

"those who said they were apostles, andwere not,

but tried them and found them false apostles,"||-

an evident allusion to Paul. Heathenism and

Judaism were world-wide antipodes in the thought

of the writer of the Apocalypse. The former is

denounced as the kingdom of Antichrist, and the

Gentiles exist only to share the final fate of this

arch enemy of the heavenly kingdom.

The early Fathers of the Church generally

ignored Paul or discredited his authority. Clement

of Rome and Polycarp possibly allude to him, once

each, in passages of doubtful authenticity. Papias,

who wrote about the middle of the second century,

nowhere mentions Paul or any of his followers,

though he speaks of the other apostles. Justin

Martyr, who musthave been acquainted with the

labors and writings of Paul, studiously avoids any

allusion to him; and Hegisippus refers to him,

though not mentioning his name, only to contradict

one of his assertions. He quotes against Paul's

statement, "Eye hath not seen nor ear heard,

*Rom. vil., 4-6 ; II. Cor. iii ., 6-18 ; Gal. iii . , 22-29 ; iv. , 5, etc.

†Gal. ii. , 11. ‡Rev.ii.,14-20.

||Rev. ii., 2.
§Rev. xxi. , 14.

TheEpistle of Clement to the Corinthians is adjudged

by the author of Supernatural Religion and other able
critics to be largely interpolated. The passage in Poly
carp's Epistle to the Philippians in which Paul's name

occurs is foundonly inaLatintext of doubtful reliability.



THE INDEX FEBRUARY 12 1885
391

For M

istian

PACL

Church

enPet

toC

for the

befas

2.

1

3

F

neither have entered into the heart of man, the

things which God hath prepared for those that

love him," the seemingly contradictory assertion

of Jesus, "Blessed are your eyes, for they see ;

andyour ears, for they hear." The earlier recog-

nized leaders in the Church appear to have sympa-

The Doctrines of Paul: his Christology.

It remains now for us to consider the character

of Paul's teaching, and its influence upon the sub-

sequent development of the Christian faith. In

his Christology there is a manifest advance from

the earlier tradition of the Synoptical Gospels. "In

trying to understand this phase of his opinion,"

says Prof. Allen, "we must bear in mind that

Paul had never known Jesus as a man,-'after the

flesh, as he phrases it. If he had, we should

thized rather with the Judaizing Christians than

with the followers of Paul. In the final result, as

weknow, there werecompromiseand reconciliation,

and upon essentially Pauline ground; but Paul

himself obtained little recognition from the early probably havenever known anything of his Chris-

Church. The Catholic hierarchy appropriated his

theology, but traced back its credentials to the

nameand authority of his antagonist, the Apostle

Peter. Of the twoparties, the Petrine orJudaizing
Christians, early known as the Nazarenes, and

afterward as the Ebionites, whose tenets andpecu-

liarities will be furtherdescribed in a subsequent
lecture, were finally absorbed into the great cur-

rent of orthodox Christian life or died out for

want of a further raison d'être; while the extreme

Paulinists evolved into the heretical sect of the

Marcionites, who, with their Gnostic coadjutors,

ultimately succumbed also to the widening and

deepening current of Christian Orthodoxy.

The Conclusion of Paul's Labors ; his Death.

tology." In his earlier writings, we have the clear

expression of his belief, held in common with the

other disciples, that Jesus had "risen from the

dead," and ascended to paradise, soon to return

and establish his eternal kingdom upon the regen-

erated earth. "The Lord himself shall descend

from heaven with a shout," he says, "with the

voice of the archangel, and with the trump ofGod:

and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we

that are alive and remain shall be caught up to-

gether with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord

in the air; and so shall we ever be with the

Lord."*

Paul appears to accept the synoptical doctrine

of a final judgment and eternal punishment for

the sinner, † though certain passages in his writings

have beenheld by some to suggest the belief in the

ultimate salvation of all men. "Jesus," he says,

"shall be revealed from heaven, with his mighty

angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them

that know not God,... who shallbe punished

with everlasting destruction from the presence of

the Lord, and from the glory of his power. " ‡ As

the earliest belief in the advent of the heavenly

kingdom was graduallydimmedbydisappointment

and long-waiting for the anticipated catastrophe,

Paul's views of Christ become less objective and

real, more subjective and mystical. "In the Cor-

inthians," says Allen, "Christ is first of all a spirit-

ual Lord and Chief, 'the head of every man,' soul

of a body having many members, the mystic

'rock' of the old Covenant, the source of doctrine

and authority." "Even though we have known

Christ after the flesh," says the apostle, "yet now

know we him no more." § He is represented as

the deliverer, who has "redeemed us from the curse

of the law. " He is the "second Adam," who gives

us life, as the first Adam brought us death.

The missionary labors of Paul extended to all

the great capitals of the west,-to Antioch, Ephe-

sus, Athens, Corinth, and Rome, to the barbarian

neighborhoods of Lystra, Galatia, and Melita. We

hear of him in Cyprus, Salamis, and Paphos, in

Pamphylia in Asia Minor, at Iconium, Philippi,

and Thessalonica. Everywhere, he found colonies

of Jews and proselytes. He taught in their syna-

gogues, converted many, especially of the Hellenic

proselytes, and established congregations of the

new religion. Often, he met with encouragement ;

oftener, perhaps, with distrust, abuse, or violent

opposition. "Of the Jews," he says, "five times

Thrice was I
received I forty stripes save one.

beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I

suffered shipwreck, a day and a night I have

been in the deep. In journeyings often, in perils

by my own countrymen, in perils in the sea, in

perils among false brethren ; in weariness and pain-

fulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst,

in fastings often, in cold and nakedness."§

Charged with stirring up public dissensions, and

carried finally to Rome for trial by reason of his ap-

peal to his rights as a Roman citizen,he remained

there about three years, and then passed forever

from the light of history. The traditions of his

subsequent journeyings and labors in Spain, Gaul,

and Britain, are, doubtless, wholly unreliable. The

probable termination of his stay in Rome nearly

approximates to the period of the Christian perse-

cutions, instigated by the infamous Nero. Some

have supposed that both Paul and Peter suffered

martyrdom in Rome at this time. It is hardly

probable, however, that Peter ever visited Rome

at all. Tradition declares that Paul suffered

deathby the sword instead of the ordinary modes

of crucifixion or burning,-a privilege to which he

wouldhave been entitled by reason of his Roman

citizenship. All this, however, is purely conject-

ural : we really know nothing certainly in regard

to the time or manner of his death. ||

*I. Cor. ii . , 9 .
†Matt. xiii. , 16.

The growth of a Christian Orthodoxy, based upon the

dogmas of the miraculous birth of Jesus and of his prac-

tical equality with God, soon put an end to Christian pros-

elyting among the Jews, since these dogmas were abhor-

rent to and wholly irreconcilable with the principles of

Judaism. The sects who rejected these dogmas werede-

nounced as heretics, and ultimately excluded from the

Christian communion. Thus was Jesus crucified anew in

theperson of his own followers, in the name of the ideal
Christ.

§ II. Cor. xi . , 24-27.

See Baur, History of the Church in the First Three
Christian Centuries ; also, Renan, "TheAntichrist" (vol. iv.
of The Origins of Christianity).

Later, Paul's thought of Christ becomes still

more vague and visionary, retaining scarcely a

feature of the man Jesus of the simple narrative

of the Synoptical Gospels. He is a type of the

divine energy,-a personified idea, similar to the

wisdom of the Cabalists and the Apocryphal

writers ; "the brightness of the Father's glory, and

express image of his person"; "in the form of

God, though not claiming equality with God" ;

"image of the invisible, first-born of the whole

creation." Here we are on the very verge of the

mystic doctrine of the Logos, which subsequently

appears in the Fourth Gospel, and finds its exagger-

ated reflection in the mysticism of the Gnostic

schools.

Paul's Doctrine of the Atonement.

Though Paul himself does not expressly teach

the doctrine of a sacrificial atonement,-a doctrine

which, as we have seen, is wholly absent from the

Synoptical Gospels, we mayyet trace the first de-

*I. Thess. iv. , 16, 17.

†The punishment, however, is characterized as"eternal

destruction" or "eternal death" instead of "eternal fire"

or "torment," and may not necessarily indicate a belief

in eternal conscious suffering. The "eternal life" on earth

in the heavenly kingdom for the righteous appears to be

contrasted with the eternal death" of the wicked. See

Romans ii. , 6-14; iii. , 5-8, 22 ; vi. , 23 ; viii. , 9-14, 29, 30;

ix., 14-18, 27, 28 ; x. , 1-18 ; xi. , 13, 14, 20-22 ; xiii., 4, 5 ; xiv.,

10-12 ; I. Cor. i . , 18-27 ; iii., 12-17 ; vi. , 9-11 ;; ix., 22-27;

II. Cor. ii. , 15, 16; v., 10; xiii. , 5-7; Gal. vi., 6-9; Phil.

i. , 27-30; iii ., 17-21; Col. iii., 12, 25; II. Thess. ii., 8-12.

§ II. Cor. v. , 16.
II. Thess. i. , 6-9.

cided steps toward its development in his writings.

"Paul," says Matthew Arnold, "knows nothing of

the sacrificial atonement: what Paul knows of is

a reconciling sacrifice. The true substitute for

Paul is not the substitute of Christ in men's stead

as a victim on the cross to God's offended justice :

it is the substitute by which the believer in his

own person repeats Christ's dying to sin."† Yet

in the language, and doubtless also in the thought

of Paul, we cannot fail to note an evident step in

the direction of the doctrine of the atonement.

In the Epistle to the Hebrews, of which Paul is

almost certainly not the author, this doctrine is

announced in much plainer terms than we can

discover in any of the genuine Pauline Epistles ;

while it reaches its full development in the Fourth

Gospel, wherein Christ appears as a substitute for

the paschal lamb, an atoning sacrifice for human

sins. Themanifest exaggeration of Paul'sdoctrine

of the atonement by both Catholic and Protestant

theologians is doubtless a legacy of misunderstand-

ing derived from the misinterpretations of Aug-

ustine. Writing in the fourth and fifth centuries

of our era and trained in the rigid school of Latin

scholasticism, probably neither speaking nor writ-

ing the Greek language,he appears to have put

his own exact and unyielding dogmatical concep-

tions in the place of the Oriental and symbolical

expressions of the apostle to the Gentiles, thus

petrifying symbol into dogma and substituting the

rigid distortion of death for the suggestive and

flowing life of the original thought.

The Doctrine of Salvation by Faith.

Throughout the later and more important period

of its development, the religion of the Hebrews

made righteousness the foundation stone of its

spiritual edifice. The sense of personal sin, of

violation of the law of God, was ever present with

the true follower of Judaism.: Even the formali-

ties of latter-dayPharisaismdid not wholly obscure

the strong ethical principle involved in the ancient

Hebrew faith and pre-eminently emphasized in

the writings of the prophets. With Paul, this

sense of "the exceeding sinfulness of sin," this

striving after personal righteousness, was probably

always present. In it, doubtless, lay the secret of

his sudden conversion. In it, also, lay the root of

his Christian theology. As a Jew, the escape from

sin and its penalties had been possible to him only

through strict and rigid obedience to the law. As

a Christian, emancipated from the law, he found

the means of escape in the acceptance of the doc-

trine of "salvation by faith." ‡

Sin, to Paul, was something more than the nega-

tion of good, a mere phase of moral experience :

itwas an objective reality. Itwas anactual entity

which obtained a lodgement inman, and controlled

his actions in antagonism to all that was right, in

antagonism, even, to his own will. "Now, then," he

says, "it is no more I that do it, but sin (ἁμαρτία)

that dwelleth in me."§ Paul had assimilated

from the Oriental philosophies that doctrine of the

eternal antagonism between matter and God, be-

tween body and spirit, which is still more clearly

expressed in the mystical dualism of the Fourth

Gospel, and reached its highest contemporaneous

development in thedoctrines of the various Gnostic

sects . With this Oriental dualism, he had com-

bined the Hebrew notion of the inheritance of sin

from the original transgression of Adam. He had

also derived from the Eastern or Greek philoso-

phies the metaphysical conception of the three-

fold nature of man, comprising body, soul, aud

spirit.|| He entified or objectified these metaphysi-

cal conceptions, and they became to him realities.

*See II. Cor. v. , 14-21 .

†"Saint Paul and Protestantism," by Matthew Arnold.

‡ See Rom. iv.-viii.; Gal. ii.-vi. , etc. §Rom. vii ., 17.

|| I. Cor. xv. , 35-54, especially verses 40,44,45.
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The Ethics of Paul : His Doctrine of the

Crucifixion.

The ethics of the Gospels were purely ideal and

personal, adapted to the perfect society of the ideal

kingdom of heaven, aiming toprepare individuals

for it by the closest possible approximation to its

conditions under the existing social order. The

associations of Jesus were limited and personal,

andhis ethical system bore the impress of these

'environing limitations. The associations of Paul,

on the contrary, were varied and cosmopolitan.

His ethics, therefore, were naturally social and or-

ganic, less personal and ideal than those of Jesus,

and adapted to the existing relations of a more

varied and complex society. Nevertheless, his

appeal to men, though on a less ideal plane, was

essentially direct and personal, based as it was

upon his own strong conviction of sin. He did

not speak to men as one above them, but as one

of them. His conception of Jesus was to him,

and through him to others, an inspiration to right

living, chiefly because he saw in the Master "a man

tempted in all respects like aswe are,yet without

sin."

Paul's doctrine of "salvation by faith," accord-

ingly, was no hard and fast dogma, as inter-

pretedby thepreachers of the orthodox creed. He

preached "Christ and him crucified," indeed, as

the foundation of his faith; but, when he says,

"I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live ;

and the life which I now live in the flesh I live

by faith in the Son ofGod,who loved meand gave

himself for me, " * we perceive that he regarded

the crucifixion as somewhat more than a personal

and objective fact,-as a symbol, rather, of a sub-❘

jective experience of Jesus which might be re-

peated in every human soul. Christ, in his con-

ception, as Matthew Arnold has so ably shown,

was already "crucified in the flesh" before the final

agony of Calvary : he was crucified in the process

ofputting under foot the temptations of the flesh,

-those tendencies to sin with which he was beset,

in common with all other men, but which he,

unlike all other men,had successfully overcome.

The "faith" advocated by Paul, therefore, was

no mere acceptance of irrational dogma, but the

surety that by a like process of subjecting the

body to the spirit, the lusts of the flesh to the

demands of an ideal righteousness, all men, like

him, couldbe"crucified with Christ," and yet live

the higher and nobler life of the spiritual man.

His conception of spirituality is no mere product

of a sublimated mysticism: it is rooted firmly in

the ethical principle. It is in this sense of spirit-

ual unity with Christ through triumph over sin

that he exultingly exclaims, "The Spirit itself

beareth witness with our spirit that we are the

children of God, and, if children, then heirs,-

heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ,-that, if

we suffer with him, we may also be glorified

together."†

Paul's Dualism.- Predestination and Election.-

The Secret of Jesus.

There is much in Paul's phraseology, doubtless,

that gives comfort to the devotees of modern

Orthodoxy. The philosophical statement of the

Calvinistic doctrine of predestination and election

is certainly there. The dualistic conception of

the eternal conflict between the flesh and the

spirit, the antagonism of God and matter, an-

nounced by Paul, is not consistent with a pro-

found philosophy of the universe, or even with

an intelligent theism. The God of Paul is less

*Gal. ii., 20. †Romans viii. , 16, 17.

Romans viii. , 29, 30; xi. , 5-7 ; II. Cor. xiii . , 5, 6 ; Col. iii,,

12; I. Thess. v. , 9 ; II. Thess. ii., 10-12. The first chapter of
Ephesians, doubtfully Pauline,contains a yet clearer state-
ment of this doctrine.

aimed at nothing less than the spiritual conquest

of the world. The religion of Jesus, as taught by

Paul, still contained within it an emphasis and

purpose supremely ethical. It retained the doc-

trine that man is to be judgedby motive rather

than by act, by inward intention rather than

outward and formal observances. In this concep-

tion was latent the inevitable and logical sequence

of a belief in human equality, ultimating in the

reorganization of society under the form of a

fatherly and more despotic than the heavenly

Father of Jesus. In other respects, however, he

approximated closely to the thought of the Naza-

rene prophet. The "dead works" which he dis-

credited were not alone or chiefly the natural fruits

of righteous endeavor, but rather the formal

observances of the ceremonial law. The "faith"

that he advocated was faith that the experience

and triumph of Jesus were possible, in some

degree, to all men; that anyman, Jew or Gentile,

bond or free, by being crucified with Jesus, by ❘ spiritual democracy; and in the promise of this

subjecting the selfish and animal impulses of his

nature to the moral and spiritual demands of the

higher law, as Jesus had done, would be raised

with him into the higher life of the spirit. In this

belief, which based salvation upon inner motive

rather than outer act, consciously or unconsciously

he caught the very secret of Jesus, and justified

his claim to the title of an apostle .

Paul the Type of Protestantism.-His Relation

to Existing Society.

If in our present study we have not discovered

the Paul of the Puritan theology, neither, I think,

havewe found precisely the Paul of Matthew Ar-

nold. If the Christ of Paul is seen to be an ideal

Christ rather than the man of Nazareth, so in lesser

degree, perhaps, the Paul of Matthew Arnold is

an idealized Paul. If the apostle to the Gentiles

clothes his philosophy in Orientalisms, as the great

critic declares, the philosophy is nevertheless there

beneath the garment, and in it the germs of much

that is harsh and irrational in the later Christian

creeds. As he stands revealed to the rational

investigator, Paul is, I think, Mr. Arnold to the

contrary notwithstanding, the natural prototype

and apostle of Protestantism, even of dissenting

Protestantism. The great apostle would have been

quite out of place in the fold of a conventional

body of believers like the modern Church of Eng-

land. He protested against the close communion

and legal literalism of the Judaizing Christians.

He protested against the formal and external

righteousness of the ceremonial law. His protests

were always "vigorous," if not "rigorous" ; and

division and sectarianism followed in their wake,

as theyhave followed the late protests of Luther

and Calvin .

In the Christianity of Paul, the primitive social

communism of the Gospels was already somewhat

modified. We hear less ofacommunity ofgoods,

less of the exaltation of poverty. With a wider

social horizon, a less ideal and more practical

ethical system than that of Jesus, Paul rendered

himself liable to a more exacting and less favor-

able criticism by the exigent social standards of a

later time and a higher civilization. Like Jesus,

he uttered no word against the existing institution

of slavery. He even recognized its legality and

binding forceby returning to Philemon the slave

Onesimus, though with the qualifying injunction

to receive him as a brother in Christ as well as a

legal bond-servant. His views of marriage and

of womanwere ignoble and unsocial,bearing the

degrading impress of the Orientalism which gave

them birth, and which tinged all his philosophy.§

The pessimistic conception of the existing world,

implicit in the thought of Jesus, was explicit in

the dualistic philosophy of Paul. Yet, with all his

faults and imperfections, Paul as well as Jesus was

aman of men.

Under the influence of the great apostle and his

co-laborers, Christianity burst the bonds of nation-

ality and race, and became a movement which

*Romans iii. , 20, 27, 28, etc.

There is a suggestion of it in II. Cor. viii . , 10-15, and in
the references to the agape, or "love-feast," the primi-

tive communal meal of the early Christians (I. Cor. xi. ,

17-34, etc.).

Philemon. See also Col. iii. , 22.

§ I. Cor. vii. , xi.; Col. iii., 18, etc.

social revolution lay the secret of the eager accept-

ance of the new religion by the masses of the

toilingpoor.

Free from the necessary limitations of the ethnic

religions, emancipated from Judaism through the

influence of Paul, Christianity contained within

itself some of the germs of a universal religion.

To what extent these germs were fertilized by

contact with a congenial soil and atmosphere, in

what manner their growth was thwarted and pre-

ventedby the assimilation of incongruous elements

from the surrounding Paganism and bytheir own

internal imperfections, it is our purpose toconsider

hereafter.

CORRESPONDENCE.

HERBERT SPENCER DEFENDED FROM MIS-

CONCEPTIONS .

Editors of The Index :-

Mr. Holland insists that Spencer is an idealist. He

says that "idealism is the assertion that, underlying

all material phenomena, is an ideal noumenon, the

infinite and absolute creative power." Is Mr. Hol-

land quite sure that this definition will include the

systems of all the great representatives of idealism ?

But, without stopping to discuss this point, I may

remark that Mr. Spencer does not hold to an ideal

noumenon. He maintains that phenomena are the

manifestations of a real noumenon, the nature of

which is inconceivable and inscrutable. He does not

call himself an idealist. He is not classed among

idealists . In Principles of Psychology, he criticises

all the systems of idealism, and endeavors to show

their philosophical inadequacy. Out of "crude real-

ism," "hypothetical realism," "absolute idealism,"

and "scepticism," he constructs a synthetic system

which he calls "Transfigured Realism." He finds

elements of truth both in realism and idealism.

"The adherents of either doctrine," he says, "believ-

ing that it is entirely true or entirely false, are averse

to a conciliation which requires any sacrifice. Sur-

render of a part of their doctrine is almost as offen-

sive to their amour propre as surrender of the whole,

and the proposer of it is censured all round. Recog-

nizing thus the disfavor with which both realists and

idealists naturally regard that Transdgured Realism

which accepts from each a moiety of his doctrine, but

rejects the rest, I scarcely expect that, where they

beforediscoveredonly incongruities, this new division

will show them that there are congruities." (Princi-

ples ofPsychology, preface.)

Mr. Holland endeavors to make rather more of

Spencer's use ofthe word "creative" than he is fairly

warranted in doing. Mr. Spencer, in one of his arti-

cles, wrote originally "created and sustained" (as he

subsequently stated), and substituted for it the more

colorless word "proceed," because "the ideas asso-

ciated with these words might mislead"; because he

"wished to avoid those theological implications which

Mr. Harrison said were suggested." He afterward

complains: "Yet Mr. Harrison speaks of these erased

words as though I had finally adopted them, and

saddles me with the ordinary connotations. If Mr.

Harrison defends himself by quoting my words to

the effect that the Inscrutable Existencemanifested

through phenomena 'stands toward our general con-

ception of things in substantially the same relation as

does the Creative Power asserted by theology,' then I

point to all my arguments as clearly meaning that,

whenthe attributesandthemode ofoperation ordi-

narily ascribed to 'that which lies beyond the sphere

of sense' cease to be ascribed, 'that which lies beyond

the sphere ofsense'willbearthesamerelation as be-
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foreto thatwhich lies within it, in so far that it will

occupythe same relative position in the totality of our

consciousness; noassertion beingmade concerning the

modeofconnection of the one with the other. Surely,

when Ihaddeliberately avoided the word 'create' to

express the connection between noumenalcause and

thephenomenal effect, because it might suggest the

ordinary idea of a creating power separate from the

created thing, Mr. Harrison was not justified in bas-

ing arguments against me on the assumption that I

hadused it."

Mr. Holland repeats the unfounded statement made

bysome other writers in Boston papers of late, that

Mr. Spencer holds that the unknown and unknow-

able cause of phenomena is "psychic" in its nature.

Certainly, if one affirms that the Absolute Reality is

"psychic," he cannot say consistently that it is un-

knowable. But the truth is, Mr. Spencer teaches

that we can asscribe neither material nor mental

attributes to the Unknowable. In First Principles,

closing paragraph, he says ofthe reasonings contained

in the previous pages: "Their implications are no

more materialistic than they are spiritualistic, and

no more spiritualistic than they are materialistic.

Any argument which is apparently furnished to

either hypothesis is neutralized by as good an argu-

ment furnished to the other.... Though the relation

of subject and object renders necessary to us these

antithetical conceptions of Spirit and Matter, the one

is noless than the other to be regarded as but a sign of

the Unknown Reality which underlies both." This posi-

tion is repeatedly reaffirmed in his later writings,

including his late articles in reply to Mr. Harrison.

Mr. Holland does well to mention his authority for

attributing to Mr. Spencer "a spiritualistic interpre-

tation of the universe." He refers to an article in

the January number of the Nineteenth Century, and

says that "Mr. Spencer expressly acknowledges

rather a spiritualistic than a material aspect to the

universe." Now, the fact is, Mr. Spencer, instead of

giving "a spiritualistic interpretation of the uni-

verse," merely states that the "necessity we are

under to think of the external energy in terms of

the internal energy gives rather a spiritualistic aspect

to the universe; further thought, however [mark

this], obliging us to recognize the truth that aconcep-

tiongiven in phenomenal manifestations of this ulti-

mateenergy can in no wise show us what it is . " So, in

Principles of Psychology, Mr. Spencer argues that the

necessity of thinking of mind in terms of matter

gives amaterialistic aspect to mind. "But we can,"

hesays,"form no notion of a substance of mind abso-

lutely divested of attributes connoted by the word

substance' ; and all such attributes are abstracted

fromourexperiences of material phenomena.... See,

then, ourpredicament. We can think of matter only

in terms of mind. We can think of mind only in

terms of matter.... We find the value of x in the

terms of y, then we find the value of y in terms of x ;

and so on we may continue forever without coming

nearer to a solution. The antithesis of subject and

object, never to be transcended while consciousness

lasts, renders impossible all knowledge of that Ulti-

mate Reality in which subject and object are united . "*

6

In the article on "Religious Retrospect and Pros-

pect," in the Popular Science Monthly for January,

1884, Mr. Spencer claims that we cannot logically

ascribe intelligence, will, or consciousness to the Ab-

solute; and that all the higher anthropomorphic

characters now attributed to the First Cause will be

dropped, as the lower ones long have been.

The errors here pointed out have been thoroughly

exposed by Mr. Underwood, but since they are re-

peated it is necessary to expose them again.

Mr. Holland complains that we unfairly confound

his criticism of Spencer with that of Harrison's, when

"Harrison's point of attack was that the religion

of the Unknowable was no religion at all," while the

point of his essay was that "it was capable of being

developed into a basis of a religious creed." I

will reply to this only by a quotation from Harrison :

"Ten years ago, I warned Mr. Herbert Spencer that

his Religion of the Unknowable was certain to lead

him into strange company. To invoke the Unknow-

able,' I said, 'is to reopen the whole range of met-

aphysics, and the entire apparatus of theology will

follow through the breach. " This is identical with

Mr. Holland's claim, which is only a repetition of

what Harrison said ten years ago.

PETER ANNET.

•Psychology, vol. i., pp. 626, 627.

READ BETWEEN THE LINES.

Editors of The Index:-

Icannot agree with my friend C. K. W., when, in

The Index of January 29, he says,"Jesus taught his

disciples not to work, not even to plan how their

bodilywants might be supplied, but to depend upon

God for food, clothing, and shelter." Now take Luke

xvi.: herein those opposed to the philosophy of Jesus

have taught to the contrary of my friend, and have

charged that here is taught too much worldly wisdom.

It is, however, a parable, as we are told all his say-

ings likewise are, and herein is inculcated: "Make

unto yourselves friends of the mammonofthis world;

for, if you have not been faithful herein, who will

commit to your trust the true riches ?" Now, if we

interpret the parable in this chapter literally, its

ethics are doubtful; but we must read between the

lines, "for without a parable spake he not unto

them."

Iamadisciple of the Man of Nazareth, and largely

becausehe is the most manlymanGod has raised up

and endowed with the fulness of his spirit. All the

wisdom of the ages areto be found inhis"sayings ."

Hewas"the carpenter's son," not only in relation to

his natural father, but he is also in a pre-eminent

degree the son of the greatArchitect of the universe.

He spoke to them of"earthly things," and he spoke

to them of "heavenly things" (John iii. , 12). He

taught them to render unto this world those things

which are the world's due; and Justin Martyr says

that in his day the evidences of his handicraft were

still in existence in the shape of ox-yokes, by which

he taught worldly and heavenly wisdom!

ABINGTON, PA., 2dmo., 1st, 1885.

DAVID NEWPORT.

DEDICATION SONG.*

I.

There are old-time faiths lingering still all around,

Though their forms are butvain and their creeds are but

sound;

There are temples and altars which gather great gain,

Though the God whom their worshippers call on is slain.

Butwesing of the time when these remnants of right

Shall be transformed by sunbeams of reason's pure light;

When the priests shall be menand their robes deeds of love,

Whenfrom earnest truth-seeking no footstep shall rove.

II.

There are rulers unjust; there are laws that make wrong;

There aremenwho are keptdown by vilehandsand strong;

There are tyrants and despots still firm on the throne,

Ande'en millions of menfrom oppression yet groan.

Butwe sing of the time when oppressions shall cease,

When the object of ruling shall be to bring peace;

When all men shall rejoice in the ruler'sstrong arm,

For the law's spreading mantle shall cover from harm.

III.

There are poverty's rags; there is crime's gilded robe;

There is vice, taint of blood everywhere on our globe;

The bold robber still prospers; e'en murder succeeds;

Andnoman cannumber inhumanity's deeds.

Butwe sing of the time when no wrong canhave birth,

When all want, woe, and crime are quite banished from

earth;

Andwhen all men are just and are truthful and wise,

Andwhen only love's spirit shall shine from all eyes.

IV.

There is knowledge enough menfrom error to free,

Whatwe need is to praise it till all men shall see;

There is justice enough allthe world's wrongs to right,

Whatwe need is to test everydeed by its light.

Sowesing of the time whentruth, justice, andlove

Shall alldwellhere on earth, not be sought for above;

Whenso firmly enthroned shall theybe, and so bright,

That the world shall be governedby sweetness and light.

BEWARE how you allow words to pass for more

than they are worth, and bear in mind what altera-

Sungat the dedication of the new Unitarian church at

East Saginaw, Mich.,having been written for the occasion

byamemberof Mr. Rowland Connor's society.

tion is sometimes produced in their current value by

the course of time.-R. Southey.

WHEN I quit business [of a binder] and took to sci

ence as a career, I thought I had left behind me all

thepettymeanness and small jealousies which hinder

man inhismoral progress. But I found myself raised

into another sphere, only to find poor human nature

just the same everywhere,-subject to the sameweak-

ness and the same self-seeking, however exalted the

intellect.-Prof. Faraday.

BOOK NOTICES.

ORIENTAL RELIGIONS AND THEIR RELATIONS TO UNI-

VERSAL RELIGION : Persia. With Introduction by

Rev. O. B. Frothingham. Boston: Houghton,

Mifflin& Co. 1885. 8vo. Price $5.00.

Those who know Mr. Johnson's writings will not

fail in recognition of the care and labor with which

this unfinished book has been edited. Only clear

intelligence and unwearying attention, aided by

knowledge of Mr. Johnson's methods and of the field

in which he worked, could have achieved the pub-

lication of this volume. The faithfulness of the

editor, Mr. Haskell, must not be forgotten by those

towhomhe has opened its treasures. And the Intro-

duction by Mr. Frothingham gives us a clear, concise

statement of the character and scopeof Mr. Johnson's

wholework of Oriental Religions, of his attitude as a

student, his resources as ascholar, his genius for dis-

covering profoundestmeanings, his powers as a writer.

It shows also the order in which the three great vol-

umes, India, China, and Persia, stand related one to

another and to their common subject of Universal

Religion.

And by no means uncalled for is Mr. Frothing-

ham's defence of these books against certain objec-

tions which, to those who occupy the author's point

ofview, seem groundless, but which have been urged

with some persistency from other positions. One of

these objections is that Mr. Johnson's qualification

for his task was impaired by his want of first-hand

acquaintance with Oriental languages and scriptures.

To this, it is replied that he was fully possessed of

the results of Oriental study as gathered by specialists

in all departments, and that he had an extraordinary

gift of insight, whereby he was able to divine the

essence of things often imperfectly made known

even through the work of the best scholars. Max

Müller, who has criticised Mr. Johnson's "second-

hand" knowledge, himself somewhere says that,

"when a new science is to be created, the imagina-

tion of the poet is wanted even more thanthe accu-

racy of the scholar." Much more then, when a new

philosophy of religion is to be found. Another objec-

tion made is that Mr. Johnson was committed to a

theory which was fatal to impartial investigation or

conclusions. Mr. Frothingham admits that he had a

theory, as all great writers in such departments

must have, but observes that it "was broad, large,

elastic in its character." This, however, does not ap-

pearto meet the charge in the most effectual way.

In the sense in which it has most commonly been

made, it implies that Mr. Johnson brought general

facts to the support of aparticular theory ofhis own.

Now, such acharge might be justly made against one

who, for instance,should compel the facts of univer-

sal religion to speak for the claims of a specific faith .

But Mr. Johnson reversed this process. Through

him, the particular, the special facts of religious his-

tory are shown, 'in an essentially scientific way, in

illustration of universal religious evolution. His

"theory," then, was simply the perception that re-

ligion is a universal element in the life and his-

tory of man, whereof a proper study in its special

forms, upon lines of historical development, yields

proof of essential identity. A candid study of Ori-

ental Religions, with clear perception of the author's

point of view, above that of race or sect or specific

faith, should show that in no other sense did he en-

tertain a theory. Without a theory in this sense,

he could not have written his books at all. Let any

one read these three volumes in the spirit of a true

student, as he would read the book of nature,"seek-

ing thatwhich is, not that which touches him," and

then lethim read, for example, an article in the Na-

tion of January 8, curtly dismissing them as books

which "have the fatal defect of being constructed

on a theory." The critic in this case brings nothing

to prove his charge. He shows no understanding of

Mr. Johnson's position or work. Thus, criticism, in

ajournal of importance,becomes mere cavilling, and
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does nothing to display the riches of this great con-

tribution to the literature of the world.

In the Persia, which Mr. Frothingham calls "the

masterpiece of the series," Mr. Johnson deals with

phases of history and philosophy which peculiarly

interested him. Naturally at home as he was in the

speculative subtilties of the Hindu mind, he proved

himself equally master of the practical utilitarian

aspects of Chinese civilization. And here, in old Iran,

he found what even more thoroughly kindled his

genius and enthusiasm,-a vast historical example of

thebirth and growth of the moral sense, the begin-

nings of personality in man, "the advent of the Will

asa positive power." As he neared the completion

of this volume, he often spoke of the clearness with

which he saw, at the culminating point of his studies,

the worship of personal will as the common ground

of positive faiths. The advance of these, by steps of

science, by growth of spiritual perception, and of

ethical ideas and experience, to Universal Religion,

was the fulfilling of his vision of man's religious

evolution. And his study of these aspects of spirit-

ual development in the field of Iranian history lends

anew interest to that ancient battle-ground of intel-

lectual and moral forces .

The first chapter, on Symbolism, opens into a realm

which never has been explored before with such in-

terpretation of specific facts in the light of universal

laws of mind. Symbolism is "mediation between

inward and outward, person and performance, man

and his environment." Its basis is personality. Its

two poles are the will and the act. The Hindu failed

to grasp the concrete side of its process. The Chi-

nese did not grasp its abstract side. The Aryan mind

seized both, and hence its history is an illustration

of the laws of symbolism. This interpretation is the

key to the present volume. It admits us to a vast

range of exposition and discussion, which changes

many old judgments of history upon mythology, phi-

losophy, worship, ideal and practical tendencies.

Meanings in the fire-symbol are brought out of tran-

scendent depth and beauty. It grew naturally from

the very physical peculiarities of Iran, "the true fire-

temple of Nature, bespread with naphtha springs,

meteoric lights, and burning mountains. The mys-

tery of the flame brooded over it, and burst from its

bosom." And the Persian developed qualities which

caught up these suggestions of Nature, and translated

the lessons of the earth into meanings of the sky. In

the light of Mr. Johnson's interpretation, the whole

subject of Avestan Dualism takes on a new appear-

ance. Here, again, the connection between natural

phenomena and the mind itself is brought out; and

the office of symbolism in this phase of Persian devel-

opment receives full recognition. The rude strife of

powers assumes the dignity and grandeur of a world

epos, wherein man plays his part with the vast ele-

mental forces which are past his finding out. This

sort of religion made strong, heroic men. Itpro-

duced no ascetics. Its believers faced the dark prob-

lems of the world and the actual difficulties of ex-

istence with a courage such as only hand-to-hand

encounter with terrible powers can beget or sustain.

The influence of Avestan Dualism upon Hebrew

thought and Christian theology is traced with fitting

illustration and suggestive comparison.

Political forces are dealt with in the same original

way as mythological and ethical, with many rever-

sals of long-accepted historical verdicts and many an

opening into places where inquiry had not pene-

trated. The chapter on Babylon, Cyrus, Persia, as a

mere summary of political and military facts , is of

fascinating interest; and its vindication of the mighty

city, "key of history," against Hebrew prophet and

Christian seer and the curse of ages, is a rectification

of historical lines in that quarter. Babylon, "the

prophecy of unity, of culture, of universal religion,"

educator of Judaism, benefactor of Christianity be-

fore its birth !

Alexander the Great, although his worse side is not

hidden, yet, as filling the old type of ideal personal-

ity, is here no ruthless destroyer, but a deliverer

and restorer, opening the way for Aristotle's free

thought, for intellectual and religious progress, for

new civilizations and broader humanities. From

page 440 to the close of the book, more than three

hundred pages, the interest is deepened by the study

ofproblems which, in the light of the modern scien-

tific spirit, pervading all of Mr. Johnson's work, are

found to have a present practical importance. So is

it with the discussion of philosophies, Manichæism

and Gnosticism, and with the treatment of Islam. To

Mahomet is given the longest chapter of the book,

and one of the grandest. Last of all comes the Shah

Nâmeh, or Book of Kings, of which the exposition

breaks off abruptly, ending the volume. The Inter-

rupter of all human labors stayed the hand which

alone could have completed this work of a scholar

than whom none more heroic, more devoted, more

sincere has ever toiled in pure love of learning, of

truth, of humanity.

It is too much to expect that a work so large as

Oriental Religions, and so far above the common paths

of research and the ordinary modes of interpretation

in studies of this kind, will meet with very wide rec-

ognition or fair treatment, even among scholars,-

until the day when its prophecy shall be fulfilled.

Whether the work itself shall contribute directly or

not in any great measure to this result, certain it

seems that future investigation more and more will

follow the lines which it so clearly marks out to the

goal of its sublime conclusions,-perception of the

essential unity of the spirit of man in the evolution

of his nature, his thought, his aspiration, his ethical

purpose, his brotherhood, his divine kingdom in this

world. J. H. C.

RECORD OF ELLEN WATSON. By Anna Buckland.

London, 1884 .

Iwould like to call the attention of those interested

in"the study of the religious nature in man" to a

little volume, the Life of Ellen Watson. This young

girl, whodied at the early age of twenty-four, was a

beautiful example of the results of the higher educa-

tion and scientific study on a thoroughly womanly

and beautiful mind. She was the daughter of a tutor

in the University of London, and so was born under

academic influences. She was especially attracted to

mathematics, in which she took a distinguished rank

at college examinations . She was a woman of sen-

sitive and affectionate disposition, and very conscien-

tious. She fulfilled all domestic duties with zeal

and delight, and became the teacher of the younger

children. So great was her enjoyment of intellect-

ual study, and especially of science, that in her

early youth she felt it was quite sufficient to fill her

life; and, while she never was flippant or aggressive

in her remarks to her friends who urged her to give

attention to religious views, she felt no need of them.

She seemed to have absorbed the philosophy of evo-

lution into her very nature, not so much to believe it

as to live and work by it.

As her whole nature developed, and as the insid-

ious disease which cut short her life made progress,

she began to extend her investigations beyond mate-

rial things into spiritual realms; and her whole soul

became filled with religious emotions and ideas.

With a rapture of devotion which recalls Madame de

Guyon or Madame Adorna, she dwelt on the love

of God and of Jesus, and was made rich and happy

by this mystic affection.

Surrounded by the atmosphere of the Church of

England, her feelings took expression in the rites and

symbols of that Church; and she loved its sacra-

ments and communions . One of the papers which

she prepared for her classes was on Savonarola, show-

ing the turn of her thoughts.

But the fact that interests us is the evident influ-

ence of her intellectual training and scientific studies

on the breadth and sanity of her religious life. She

recognizes evolution in religious history as in geol-

ogy; and, while loving her own Church best, she has

no word of contempt or condemnation for any other,

even beyond Christianity. She is like a true man,

whose love for humanity is only broader and deeper

because he has found a bride who embodies his ideal

and satisfies his heart. Let those who believe that

women will not forward the work of free religion ,

because they are full of religious emotion and affec-

tion, study the thoughts of this young woman, to see

how she needs only intellectual education to free

her from the trammels of superstition. Let those

who believe that scientific study blights the religious

affections learn here how it deepens and restrains

them, but gives them greater breadth of application

andhealth and wisdom in relation to daily life.

E. D. C.

THE February (" Midwinter") number of the Cen-

tury, the first edition of which is one hundred and

eighty thousand copies (the largest number of Centu-

ries ever published), contains the beginning of a

novel by Henry James, entitled "The Bostonians,"

which introduces the reader to acharacteristic group

of the "strong-minded" of both sexes; Mr. Howells'

descriptive papers, entitled "A Florentine Mosaic";

Dr. Beers' paper on "Canada as a Winter Resort,"

with Sandham's graphic and spirited pictures. Mr.

Howells' novel, "The Rise of Silas Lapham," is con-

tinued; and Miss Litchfield's "The Knight of the

Black Forest" is concluded. The "short story" of

thenumber is a long story by Mark Twain, entitled

"Royalty on the Mississippi," which, with Kemble's

humorous illustrations, covers twenty-four pages of

themagazine. Mr. Stedman writes about Dr. Holmes

in his critical series on the American Poets. With

this article is printed a full-page engraving of an old

daguerreotype of the "Autocrat." Mr. Stillman has a

brief illustrated paper on Dutch portraiture. Poems

are given by C. W. Stoddard, Henry Tyrrell, Edgar

Fawcett, and (in the "Bric-à-Brac" department) by

F. D. Sherman and Joel Chandler Harris (Uncle

Remus). The illustrations of Gen. Grant's paper on

Shiloh are more profuse than those of the other war

papers already published. Articles in the same num-

ber by Col. Johnston, son of Albert Sidney Johnston,

and by Col. Jordan, of Gen. Beauregard's staff, tell

the story of the Confederate side of Shiloh. Aletter

fromGen. Fitz-John Porter describes interestingly the

circumstances of the offer of a high Federal command

to Gen. A. S. Johnston, who, at the breaking out of

the war, was in charge of the department of the Pa-

cific. Gen. Porter declares that the assertion that

Gen. Johnston intended to turn over to the secession-

ists the defences of California, or any part of the reg-

ular army, is false and absurd. Sold by Cupples,

Upham& Co.

"MIND" for January commences its tenth volume

with a series of essays of the most profound interest

to thinkers, and fully sustains its well-earned reputa-

tion as standing at the head of periodicals devoted to

mental and psychological subjects in the English lan-

guage. C. Mercier concludes his essays on the"Clas-

sification of Feelings," based on the principles of

natural evolution; and it seems to be the most com-

plete and successful effort in this direction that has

yet been made. Prof. William James, of Harvard

University, contributes an essay on "The Function of

Cognition," in which he takes strong ground against

the old metaphysical stand-point of solipsism, and

argues for the reality of the objects of our sensations

and of our sensible percepts, as "the only realities we

ever directly know." There is no writer on psychol-

ogy who surpasses Prof. James in power of intro-

spective observation, and his conclusions must chal-

lenge the attention of all inquirers into the phe-

nomena of our sentient life and experiences. J.

Hutchison Stirling continues to argue that "Kant

has not answered Hume." Prof. H. Calderhood fur-

nishes "Another View of Green's Last Work," which

has been ably criticised in former numbers ofMind.

J. T. Punnett discourses on "Ethical Alternatives. "

Extensive critical notices of new works,-by Prof. R.

Adamson on Lotze's Logic, by T. Whittaker onThom-

son's System of Psychology, and of works by T.

Davidson, James Sully, and D. G. Ritchie aregiven.

Also, notices of most of the new works connected

with psychology and mental science, foreign as well

as English, besides correspondence and notes of

interest.

THE Freethinkers' Magazine for January is the best

number of this publication that has appeared. It

contains a readable paper on "Dr. Hammond us.

Women," by H. H. Gardner; an article on "Religion

and Morals," by Hon. R. S. McCormick; an address

by Mrs. Clara M. Bisbee on "The Function of an

Ethical Society"; and a report of a lecture by T. B.

Wakeman on "Liberalism,-its Mission"; an original

poem on "Immortality," by W. O. Spencer; an edito-

rial on "A Free Thought School," "Editorial Notes,"

"Book Reviews," etc. We are pleased to see the

marked improvement in the magazine, and to note

the promise of further improvement in the future.

(H. L. Green, Salamanca, N.Y., editor and publisher.)

A DIRECTORY of writers for the literary press has

been compiled by Mr. W. M. Griswold. It contains

three hundred and fifty names, by no means a full

list; but every printed page is faced by a blank one

on which additional entries can be made. The num-

ber for 1885 will be more complete. Issued by P. Q.

Index, Bangor, Me.
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GeologicalSketches. Second Series.....

Geological Sketches. First Series....... 1.50
The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of ries. 2 vols.... 6.00

1.50
Primitive Christianity 1.75

The Physical Basis of Mind. Second
5.00 Child's Book of Religion. For Sunday- Series... 8.00

echools andHomes 1.00

.50

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

ALGER (W. R.). A Critical History ofthe

Doctrine of a Future Life....

Stories fromthe Lips of the Teacher. 1.00
2.00

3.50
Stories of the Patriarchs

king
ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN- Beliefs of the Unbelievers .

1.50 Spiritof the New Faith...
MENTS ..

ARNOLD (EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama.

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

ARNOLD (MATTHEW). Essays in Criti-

TheSafest Creed

Knowledge andFaith

Life of Gerrit Smith 2.00

Creedand Conduct 1.00

1.00
TheRising andthe SettingFaith 1.00

Visions of the Future
1.00

Life of Theodore Parker.. 2.00

2.00
C

cism....
GeorgeRipley...

1.25

Godandthe Bible
1.50

Literature andDogma
1.50 FULLER (MARGARET). Womenin the

Nineteenth Century... 1.50......

The Emotions and the Will.

BAIN (ALEXANDER). Mental Science:

ACompendium ofPsychology andHis-

tory of Philosophy

Life without and Life within...... 1.50

AtHomeandAbroad. 1.50

1.50

500 GALTON (FRANCIS). Hereditary Genius 2.00

Moral Science : ACompendium ofEthics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50
EnglishMenof Science . ..... 1.00

Inquiries into Human Faculty and its

1.50
300

Relations

The Senses andthe Intellect 5.00

BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of

Life. 2 vols .. 5.00

.50

.50

.50

1.00 .50

1.00 Geology.. .50

Physiology
.50

Astronomy. .50

15.00
Botany .50

Logic... .50

Inventional Geometry .50

Piano-fortePlaying .50

Political Economy... .50

NaturalResources of the United States. .50

Evolution and the Origin of Life

TheBeginnings of Life; or, The Modes

ofOrigin ofLowerOrganisms. 2vols. 5.00
2.00

ac BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous-
1.50

ness

EatingandDrinking ....
Stimulants and Narcotics,

OurHome Physician : A Popular Guide

to theArt of Preserving Health and

TreatingDisease...

.75

......

6.00 GRAY (ASA). Darwiniana : Essays and

Reviews pertaining to Darwinism 2.00
هلل

-

1

Development.....

GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

erty

GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6vols ..

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-

lessness ..

The Secret of GoodMemory

The Secret of aClearHead..

CommonMind Troubles ..

How tomake the Best of Life..

1.00

The Study of Psychology, its Object,

Scope,andMethod...

.25 LONGFELLOW'S PoeticalWorks. 2vols. 7.00

1.00

1.00
5.00

1.00 LUBBOCK (SIRJOHN). Origin of Civili-
zation, and the Primitive Condition of
Man

Pre-historic Times, as illustrated by An-

cient Remains, and the Manners and

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus .. 5.00

1.00

12.00

50
.50

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants . Illus .. 8.00

MACAULAY'S HistoryofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK(W. H.). Is LifeWorthLiving ? 1.25

Social Equality.

PropertyandProgress

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Body and Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-
encetoMentalDisorders

Physiology of Mind....

BodyandWill: BeinganEssay concern-

ingWill in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical, andPathologicalAspects ....

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy ofCar-

lyle....
.50

.50 MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON). The

.50 Organs of Speech and their Apulica-

tion in the Formation of Articulate

Sounds .

BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-
chantPrince. ANovel ofNewYork.. 1.50 GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2vols. 4.00 MILL (JOHN STUART). The Positive

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-

calWorks. Illustrated

BUCKLE'S (H. T.) History of Civilization

inEngland...

2.50

4.00

HAECKEL (ERNST). The History of

Creation; or, The Developmentof the

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes. Illus. 2 vols. 5.00

The Evolution of Man. 2 vols........

Freedomin Science and Teaching .

HALLOWELL (R. P.) . The Quaker Inva-

sion of Massachusetts ...

5.00

1.00

1.25

HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy..... 2.00

2.00 HAMMOND (DR. W. A.). A Treatise on

Essays,withaBiography of the author..

BUECHNER'S Force andMatter

1.00

3.25

BURNS (ROBERT). Complete Works ....

CARLETON (WILL). Farm Festivals.

1.00

Illus....
2.00

FarmLegends. Illus...

FarmBallads. Illus...
2.00

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits andMaps . 6vols....
7.50

FrenchRevolution. 2 vols .
2.50

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols .... 2.50

Critical andMiscellaneous Essays. With

Portrait. 2 vols....
3.50

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With
Portraits. 2vols.. 4.00

CHADWICK (J. W.). The Bible of To-day,

The Faith of Reason

1.50
1.00

TheManJesus ...
1.00

CHANEY(G.L.). F.Grant&Co.; or,Part-

nerships. A Story for the Boys who

meanBusiness .
1.25

Tom. AHome Story...

CHILD (LYDIA MARIA). Aspirations of

theWorld : A Chain of Opals.

Lookingtoward Sunset....

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

Appendixby WendellPhillips . With

Portrait.

Diseases of the Nervous System ....... 5.00

HARDY (ARTHUR S.) . ButyetaWoman 1.25

HARRIS (J. C.). UncleRemus: His Songs

and Sayings. The Folk Lore of the
OldPlantation. Illus.. 1.50

HARTMANN (EDUARD VON). Philos-

ophy of the Unconscious . Speculative

Results according to the Inductive

Methodof Physical Science. 3vols ... 9.00

HAWLEY (F. B.). Capital and Popula-

tion : AStudy of the Economic Effects

of theirRelations to each other........ 1.50

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

Scarlet Letter.....

TheHouse of the Seven Gables .........

1.25 HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-

1.25

ative First Cause

Freedom of the Will

2.50 HELMHOLTZ (H.). Popular Lectures on

Scientific Subjects . WithanIntroduc

tionbyProf. Tyndall.

Second Series .

1.50

CLARK (EDW. H., M.D.). Sex inEduca-
tion 1.25

TheBuilding of aBrain 1.25

CLODD(E.). The Childhoods ofReligions.

Asimple account of the Birth and
Growth of Myths and Legends .....

1.25

COBBE(FRANCESPOWER). TheDuties

ofWomen........ Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M. D.). The SacredAnthology, 200

TheEarthward Pilgrimage.....

IdolsandIdeals.

Demonology and Devil Lore. 2 vols.....
Emerson atHome andAbroad...

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture, and

OtherEssays ......
The New Chemistry....

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

1.75

1.50

7.00
1.50

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus.

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment....

Young Folks' History of the United

States

Margaret Fuller Ossoli

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

ingPlace ........

TheMystery ofPain

Physiology for Practical Use ..

HOLLAND (F. M.). Reign of the Stoics..
Stories from Robert Browning .

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing....... Paper, 35 cts.; cloth,

1.50

2.00

SAVAGE (M. J.). Belief inGod.

Moralsof Evolution

Beliefs about Man

Talks about Jesus

Beliefs about the Bible .

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her

Riddles

Bluffton. A Story of To-day

SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory

1.00

1.00

ofDescentandDarwinism. Illus ...... 1.50

SCHROEDER (DR. KARL). A Manual of

Midwifery, includingthe Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated fromthe German. Illus ... 3.50

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs.

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley..

Chemistry

Physics...

Physical Geography.

SCOTT'S CompletePoetical Works. Illus. 8.00

2.50 SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12vols........... 15.00

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

Memoirand Portrait. 2vols .....

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women...

1.00

1.75
SMITH'S Ancient History, fromthe Earll-

estRecords to the Fall of theWestern

Empire. Illus. 3 vols.....

3.50

3.00

6.00

Philosophy of Auguste Comte. 1.50 SPENCER(HERBERT). First Principles 2.00
PoliticalEconomy

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

2.50

Liberty, both in one vol.

Representative Government......

Three Essays onReligion.....

MILLS(C. D. B.). Gems of the Orient... 1.50

Buddhaand Buddhism..

MUELLER (F. MAX). Lectures on the

Science of Language ...

Chips froma GermanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, and Customs. Vol. III. Essays

onLiterature, Biographies, andAn-
tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology, Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol., $2.00;

theset

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or

Pathof Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustrated by the Relig-
ionsof India

1.25 OORT(DR. H.) and HOOKYAAS (DE. 1.).
The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Studyofthe Bible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges....

.75

2.00

2.00

4.00

Vol. II . Kings and Prophets

Vol. III . New Testament.....

......

Principles of Biology. 2 vols.....

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols ........ 4.00

4.00

2.50
Principlesof Sociology. 2 vols...... 4.00

1.50
DiscussionsinScience, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00

2.50
Universal Progress . 2.00

Essays, Moral, Political, Esthetic...... 2.00

1.25 Social Statics... 2.00

Data of Ethics .. 1.25

2.00
Study of Sociology .. 1.50

Education 1.25

STALLO (J. B.). The Concepts and Theo-

riesof ModernPhysics.... ... 1.75

10.00

STEWART(S. J.). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

TheBible: What it is andhowitGrew.. .25

STICKNEY (ALBERT). ATrue Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of "Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels. with one hundred beautiful

illustrations

2.00 STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

2.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

5.00

townFolks. ANew England Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

landStory

STRAUSS (D. F.). The Old Faith andthe

New....

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

owetoeach other...

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science ofSpirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-
fiveYears .....

1.00 TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

1.50 OSWALD (FELIX L., M.D.). Physical
Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature....

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

ofthe ChristianReligionandthe Sig-

nificance of itsRise andDecline..... 1.00
1.50

1.50

1.25

1.75

1.00

2.25

1.25
1.50

.50

2.00

ΡΑΙΝE (THOMAS). Age of Reason.......

Complete Works...

PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

theWorld of Matter and the World of

Mind

.50

7.00

1.50

1.00Prayers by Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of
Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools and Families. .75

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

theReligion andPhilosophy of Eman-

uel Swedenborg
1.00 HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The

Autocrat of the Breakfast Table.

TheProfessoratthe Breakfast Table.... 2.00 PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.
2.00

tratedEdition. Completein16vols... 20.00

DANA(R. H.). Two Years before the Mast, 1.50

DARWIN (CHARLES). OriginofSpecies, 2.00
Descentof Man....

Journal of Researches .....

Emotional Expression .

Animals and Plants under Domestica-

3.00

2.00

The Poet at the Breakfast Table...... 2.00

Poems....

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Elsie Venner

HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-

moirandPortrait. 2 vols ..

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.). The Lady of the
Aroostook..

5.00 The Undiscovered Country..

2.00

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a

3.50

...

Motion ..

Fragmentsof Science.

Light andElectricity.

Lessons inElectricity.

Hours ofExercise in theAlps.

BelfastAddress ..

UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

ures

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free

Thought

VOGEL (A.). APractical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus .....

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50

1.00

1.75

4.50

VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

WALKER (PROF. F. A.). Wages 3.50
1.25

Money........ 4.00

With Portraits. 2 vols.. 4.002.00

1.25

Money, Trade, and Industry .

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Completein 6

1.50

Life of Jefferson. With Portrait 2.00
vols. Illus .. 10.00

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-
2.00

traits. 3 vols ...... 6.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

Famous Americans of Recent Times....

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

2.00 toryLiquor Laws 1.25

The Social Law of Labor. 1.50

tions. 2 vols .. 6.00 WEISS(JOHN). Life and Correspondence

PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART). The
of Theodore Parker 4.00

GatesAjar .. 1.50
AmericanReligion 1.50

BeyondtheGates. 1.50
The ImmortalLife 1.50

Doctor Zay .. 1.25 Wit,Humor, and Shakespeare 2.00

PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newlyengraved Likenesses ofSumner.

2vols...

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works,with Portrait 2.00

6.00 WILSON (HENRY). Rise and Fallof the
.50 Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols.... 9.00

WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

Growth of Language 1.50

1.50

1.50tion. 2 vols .....
Insectivorous Plants

ClimbingPlants

Orchids fertilized by Insects 1.75

Forms ofFlowers...

FertilizationintheVegetableKingdom.
2.00

Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols.... 3.00

1.50

PowerofMovement in Plants.
2.00

Travels andResearches

(Alexanderand William) Lives of. Por-

.75

1.50
Vegetable Mould, etc... traits...

1.50

Completeset,13vols............ 25.00 HUME'S (DAVID)Essays .. 1.50 POPE'S Essay onMan..
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CELEBRATED

Guizot's TEDFrance Frothingham's Sermons.HISTORY OF

REDUCED IN COST from $33.00 to $8.00, or com- and gives it from the pen of amaster, that can be thought of

paring contents fairly, from $49.50 to $8.00, for the only as arival to the mammoth production of Guizot. How Mr.

other American edition of GUIZOT comes down TO Alden can give the eight volumes, and this on good paper, and

The French Revolution, only, and is continued to Na- clear type, including the multitude of illustrations, isa thing

poleon III. by MARTIN, and $49.50 is the published we have CIPHERED over, but wefail to understand

price of the two works. THIS ILLUSTRATED it. The first volume gives substantially the beginnings of

LIBRARYEDITION covers from the earliest times to French history. It is of necessity the dullest of the eight, yet

1848, is writtenbyM. GUIZOT, Prime Minister of France,
with Guizot even logarithms would be readable."-

Christian Leader, Boston,Mass.
and completed from his notes by his daughter, Madame

GUIZOT DE WITT. It is published in 8 volumes, small

octavo, printed from the type shown by these lines, con-

tains the 426 Illustrations, mostly full- page, of the

imported edition, is bound in tasteful Library style,

dark green cloth, beveled boards, gilt tops. Price of the known as the best popular history of France. "-Journal,

set, only $8.00 by express, or, sent prepaid for $9.60.

“ There is only ONEDRAWBACK... it seems more

“ TheMARVELOUSCHEAPNESSofthese profuse-

ly illustrated and handsomely bound volumes must provoke

comment everywhere. Each volume is easily worth

$2.00, according to the standard of prices asked. This is

the only complete American edition of this work, which is

Indianapolis, Ind.

" In the reproduction of this work the publisher has outdone

like getting a present than making a purchase. Guizot all previous efforts, and has given us a MARVEL ofEX-

is the most brilliant of French historians, as well as the most CELLENCE, in every respect, at a marvel of cheapness."

to be relied upon. He is the Macaulay of the history of France;

his style and treatment are philosophical, didactic, rich in

detail, dramatic in arrangement. His narrative is full of

emotion, like a quick stream ; his characters rise before us as

in the flesh ; they aremen and women, not historiclay figures.

It is as charming asany romance, and the interest is permanent.

It is a work to keep and read and re-read for years. "-Domin-
ion Churchman, Toronto, Canada.

-Christian at Work, New York.

Hundred-Page Catalogue, free, descriptive of the best

books of the world, at the low-

est prices ever known, together

with terms upon which books

are sent for examination

before payment, to any

one on application. Address,

“ In ENGLISH, at least, original or translated, we have and make checks, drafts, or

COUPON-50 CENTS.

This Coupon, together with in

cash, will be received, if sentwithin10days from the date of paper in which

it appears (mention name of paper), in
fullpayment for GUIZOT'S FRANCE above

described. This small extra induce-

ment is simply to secure your prompt

response, and indicate the advertising
from which responses come.

NO WORK of French history that CANAPPROACH money orders, payable to JOHN B. ALDEN , Publisher,
IT. We can name nowork that gives the complete history, P. O. Box, 1227.

ONE MILLION

COPIESwill

soon be sold

TWENTY

YEARS

OF CONGRESS-By James G. Blaine. The

only history of our Government from 1861 to 1881.
Hon. John S. Wise, M. C. fromVa., says Whoever takes

itup, nomatter whether he be Mr. Blaine's friend or
enemy, will never put it down until he has read the

whole. " $200 permonth to good agents. Applyat
once, The Henry Bill Pub. Co., Norwich, Ct.

♡

VICK'S

FLORALGUIDE

Abeautifulwork of 150 pages, Colored Plate, and 1000 il-
lustrations, with descriptions of the best Flowers and
Vegetables, prices of Seeds and Plants, and how to grow

them. Printed in English and German. Price only 10

cents, which may be deducted from first order.

It tells what you want for the Garden, and how to get |

it instead of running to the grocery at the last moment to

buywhatever seeds happen to be left over, meeting with

disappointment after weeks of waiting. BUY ONLY

VICK'S SEEDS AT HEADQUARTERS.

JAMES VICK, Rochester, N. Y.

H. T. MARSHALL'S

PATENT

ADJUSTABLE

LACE

CONGRESS

OLI

MARSH
ALL'S

PAT.
MAY13,188

4
.

The Independent Pulpit,
AMonthly Magazine, devoted to

LIBERALISM and FREETHOUGHT.

TERMS: Annual Subscription, $1.00;

Single Copies , 10 cents.

Agents wanted.

Address all orders to J. D. SHAW,

Waco, Texas .P. O. Box 159.

J. HART & CO.,
BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa.

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-
land, and other points in Europe. Agency

for the American Line of Steamers.

ECTURERS Wanted.-See The

Copyfree. SUN,Box2483,Kalamazoo,Mich.

THE

COLEGROVE BOOK CO.,

135 Wabash Ave., Chicago.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

Booksellers and Stationers.

Catalogues of new and standard books

will be sent to any address without charge.

Illustrated list of works of American authors

sent on receipt of 4cents instamps.

N.B. The prices quoted in the catalogues

which we sendout are the PUBLISHERS'RE-

PRICES . These, unless marked net, are

subject to auniform discount of TWENTY
PER CENT. to individual buyers. Special
terms are offered to the trade and to public

libraries . Any book in print will be sent by

mail on receir

to cov

ugh
bne

senedora Cornell UnivLib on

393 Pearl Street, New York.

2,000

printed inpam.

phlet form, and our friends whowish todo

missionarywork for the Liberal causewill

find them admirably adapted to that pur-

pose. To such as order them in lots of 25 or

more, the pricewillbe reduced to 3cents.

Singlecopies 5 cents .

Address THE INDEX,

44 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MASS.

The Consolations of Rationalism.

Visions of Heaven.

Prayer and Work.

Instituted and Ideal Religion.

The PuritanSpirit.

Crime and Punishment.
The Whole Duty of Man.

The Naked Truth.

The Soul of Goodness.

The Protestant Alliance.

TheMartyrdom of Man.

Life as a Test of Creed.

The Mission of the Radical Preacher.

The Ethics of Liberty.

The Rising and the Setting Faith.

TheDogmaof Hell.

Authority and Religion .

The Spirit of the New Faith.

The Real God.

Goodness and Happiness.

The Glorified Man.

The Natural Man.

The PopularReligion.
The Responsibility for Disbelief,

The Perfect Life.

The Unbeliefs of the Believers.

Morals and Religion.

Visions of the Future.

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF TheRadical's Ideal.

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each,

The following examples are from the so-

called "Twelve Great Pictures ofthe World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI ;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;

Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; As-
sumption of the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans-

figuration, RAPHAEL; Sistine Madonna,
RAPHAEL; Holy Night, CORREGGIO ; Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.10; or

any one ormore at 20 cts. each (with Cata-
logue when desired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee, Wis.

Travels in Faith from

TheNew Song.

Charity and the Poor.

TheBuilding of aMan.

Belief and Practice .

Dreams and Duties .

Creed and Conduct.

Divorce between Creed and Conduct.

The Spirit of Truth.

Forgiveness.

Attitudes ofUnbelief.
The Inspiration of Scripture.

The Law of Habit.

The Suppression of Vice.

The Secret of Jesus .

The Hidden Life.

Modern Irreligion.

NewArticles of Faith.

Religion and Immorality.

The Higher Sentiment.

TheAmerican Gentleman.

The American Lady.

Visions of Judgment.

Quality and Quantity in Life.

Tradition to Reason. Godis Love.

By ROBERT C. ADAMS.

The Three Pentecosts.

Spiritual Force and its Supply.

The Resurrection of Jesus.

Rights and Duties.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25. Practical Value of Belief inGod.

THE ABSENCE OF DESIGN IN

NATURE. By Prof. H. D. GARRISON.

A Lecture delivered before the Philo-

sophical Society of Chicago. Price 10
cts . For sale at THE INDEX office .

T
HE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

tising public is respectfully solicited for
THE INDEX. Though the paper mustnot be

held responsible for any statements made
by advertisers, the attempt will be honestly
made to keep the advertising pages in en-

tire harmony with its general characterand

principles. To this end, all improper or
"blind" advertisements, all quack adver-

tisements, and all advertisements believed
to be fraudulent or unjust to any one, will31270Fts, orIs easily adjusted to fit any instep or ankle

at any time, and will not uncomfortably

draw the ankle, like ordinarycongress. It

has the stylish appearance of a lace boot

and all the convenience of any congress in

putting onoroff the foot. Marshall's Pat.

Pat'dMay 13, 1884, woven in the front strap

orstampedon the shank of each shoe. If

yourdealerdoes not keep them, send postal

for directions how to get them to the Pat-

Man ---Whence and Whither ?
entee and Manufacturer of Men's, Boys' ,

andYouth's Fine Boots and Shoes. Tennis By RICHARD B. WESTBROOK, D.D. , LL.B.

Shoe for Ladies and Gents a specialty.

an ordinary 1

and other sizes in proportion. Orders by

mail are especially solicited,and will receive

promptand careful attention. Liberal books

a specialty, our store being the Western For 1 to12 Insertions, .

agency for the publications of GEO. Η.

ELLIS and the AMERICAN UNITARIAN Asso-

CIATION.
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Character: Its Friends andFoes.

The Office of Prayer.

New Wine in Old Bottles .
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Saintliness.
Onhalf-column advertisements, adiscount

of10percent.will bemade; on full-column
advertisements, a discount of 25 per cent. The HolyGhost,

On all advertisements for which cash is

paidinadvance,a furtherdiscount of 25per

Waste and Saving of Providence.

The Struggle for Supremacy over Con-
H. T. MARSHALL,

BROCKTON, MASS.

Price $1.00.

For sale at THE INDEX office.
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ABAPTIST clergyman down in Maine, says the

New York Herald, praying for rain in adry time,

said, "We do not presume to advise, O Lord, but

only to suggest."

MGR. CAPEL thinks, so the papers report, that

the fight in this country is to be between Agnosti-

cism and Catholicism, that the Protestant Church

will go one way or the other.

THE Philadelphia Record thinks that by the

time that R. G. Ingersoll, Henry Ward Beecher,

and R. Heber Newton get through with the West-

minster Catechism there won't be much left of it.

THE Rundschau, amonthly newspaper, published

in German by that veteran in the cause of free

thought, Fritz Schütz of Carver, Minn., has

reached its ninth year. The record of monthly

events, at the beginning of each number, is ex-

tremely well written; and the contents throughout

show rare capacity for looking at passing events

from anenlightened stand-point.

SAYS the Boston Sunday Herald: "The restric-

tions placed upon atheists as witnesses in this

Commonwealth are relics of barbarism, and we are

glad to see that the Senate judiciary committee

has reported a bill to remove them. There might

be acase in which justice would suffer by exclud-

ing the evidence of honest men who are no more

likely to lie than their neighbors.”

MR. COLVILLE, an inspirational medium, in

reply to the question,"How can onebecome a me-

dium?" says : "Mediums are born, not made. Per-

sons with holy desiresmaybe developed,but they

must have a natural desire and talent." Are

those who have been "developed" into mediums,

then,pre-eminently "persons of holy desires," raised

by their aspirations far above the level of ordinary

uninspired, undeveloped, and "unmediumistic"
humanity?

THE Board of Directors of the Columbia (S.C.)
Seminary find difficulty in selecting a professor to

lecture upon the relations between science and

revelation in the place of Dr. Woodrow. They

want a man whose scientific teachings will in no

way conflict with the Bible. It is stated that Dr.

"de sun do move" notoriety, and whose theories

can be abundantly supported by Scripture cita-

tions, is a suitable man to fill the chair now vacant.

MR. JOHN VERITY, of Lynn, active for several

years in various reform movements, died last

week. His funeral at Paine Hall, where Mr. Ver-

ity had long been prominent in the Sunday dis-

cussions, was largely attended; and Mr. Horace

Seaver gave a discourse, inwhich he paid an elo-

quent and touching tribute to the character of the

deceased. Mr. Verity was a man whose honesty

commanded the respect of all who knew him, and

his earnestness and generosity made him many
friends.

THE Evening Traveller of this city, after men-

tioning that in Mexico lotteries are sanctioned

both by the Church and the government, says,

"The principal institution in the City of Mexico

is 'The Lottery of Divine Providence' ; and the

dead walls were lately covered with placards an-

nouncing that the anniversary of the appearance

of the Holy Virgin to the shepherd, at Guada-

loupe, would be celebratedby great religious cere-

monies, with cock-fights, bull-fights, games of

chance, and other attractions."

How LONG are the wrongs of unhappy Poland

to last? Since the Czar issued his latest edict, a

Polish prince thus refers to the condition of his

country : "The times are terrible. Our liberty

and our land are gone; our language is threat-

ened; our religion is attacked; our bishops for-

bidden to make visitations; our priests liable to

be banished to Siberia any moment, if they hear

confession orgive absolution without authorization

of the police. There is no fear of a Polish revo-

lution. All we ask now is leave to live."

THE Springfield Republican will begin early

next month publishing a series of short stories by

eminent English writers of fiction. The first will

be a novelette, entitled "A Rainy Day," by Ouida;

and this will be followed by stories by William

Black, Mrs. Braddon-Maxwell, Rhoda Broughton,

Wilkie Collins, Thomas Hardy, Joseph Hatton,

and Mrs. Oliphant. This notable series, which no

other paper in New England will have, promises

tobe agreat addition to the attractions ofa paper

which is now justly regarded as among the best

dailies published in this country.

STEPHEN FENNIS, fourteen years old, an orphan,

has filed a bill in the circuit court for an injunc-

tion restraining the teacher and school directors

at Rogers Park, Chicago, Ill., from expelling him

from the public school for refusing to take part

in the forms of prayer and worship in use there.

He states that he and his family are all Catholics,

do not believe in the forms of worship used in the

school, and that he refuses to take part in them ;

that,although he has during the service behaved

1

with propriety, on February 5 the teacher ordered

him to take his books andleave, and forbade his

ever returning until he was willing to take part in

the school's prayer and worship.

THE appeal of the Soldier's Home at Chelsea

Woodrowhas suggested that Rev. John Jasper, of is one to which a generous response should be

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

made. Last year, the treasurer received from the

State $15,000, from the Grand Army Posts $1,968,

from interest $1,850, from individuals $168, and

from the sons of veterans $152. It supports a

hundred veterans a year, at a cost of a little more

than $3 aweek for each man. Neither its income

nor its quarters are adequate. There were, its

annual report states, January 1, twenty-five appli-

cations for admission on file; and the hospital is

insufficient for the accommodation of all the in-

mates that require treatment. The trustees are

arranging for a grand carnival to be held in the

Institute Building, Boston, to begin April 7, and

to continue ten days, hoping to realize a fund

large enough to enable them to make additions

to the hospital and provision for the increasing

number of sick and disabled veterans who apply

for its protection.

SAYS the Woman's Journal : "By a unanimous

vote of the New York Senate, the Senate Chamber

was opened on the evening of last week Thursday

for a lecture by Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton, on

the disabilities and limitations of sex. Alarge

and attentive audience was present. Mrs. Stan-

ton was introducedby Mrs. Mary Seymour Howell,

president of the Political EqualityClub of Albany,

and accompanied by Mrs. Caroline Gilkie Rogers,

of Lansingburg, secretary of the same club. The

Albany Press says : 'During the evening, this un-

wonted sight of three ladies occupying the presi-

dent's desk to preside over and address the occu-

pants of the Senate Chamber was one few whosaw

it will soon forget. Not one person there, prob-

ably, as they listened to the speaker, doubted that

she and her associates were everyway qualified to

take part, not only in the election of legislatures,

but inmaking proper laws for this republic them-

selves.""

THE Washington correspondent of the Congre-

gationalist, referring to Rev. Dr. Patton's recent

discourse in that city on "Woman and Scepti-

cism," says : "At the conclusion of the sermon, I

mounted the platform to ask the loan of the dis-

course. Before the preacher had time to grant

the request, two ladies ofsome national reputation

rapidly ascended the platform, one of whom told

him that his mother, if hehad one,ought to spank

him: the other thanked him for the sermon, as

proving that the great enemy of the woman's

cause was to be found in the ministry." This

correspondent says that Dr. Patton did not say

any of the things which have been attributed to

him, that he "spoke well of Harriet Martineau

and highly of Miss Cobbe and not awordof liberty

as leading to immorality." What on earth were

Mrs. Stanton and Miss Anthony thinking of, when

they "ascended the platform," and talked in the

manner reported to an unoffending minister, who

"hadn't done nuthin'" but praise their sex ! But

aprivate letter, fromavery prominent and reliable

person who was present, alludes to the discourse

as "a very unworthy sermon which he [Dr. Patton]

is now trying to repudiate. The sophistry and

tergiversation of the orthodox pulpit surpass all

understanding."
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WHICH IS THE HONEST CREED ?

Among the various missionary works for advanc-

ing liberal ideas which Western Unitarians are

doing through the agency of "Unity Office," Chi-

cago, is the regular publication of a series of

Tracts called "Unity Mission." The eleventh in

number of this series, recently issued, is a collec-

tion, with their tunes, of fifty liberal hymns ; and

a very good collection it is. It will answer a need

inmanymeetings of liberal people,and may even

serve as a hymn-book for liberal societies in the

days of their small beginnings. But what we

wish particularly to refer to now is a statement of

Unitarian beliefs printed on one of the pages of

the pamphlet's cover. This is headed simply as

what "Unitarians Assert" ; and above it stand the

words which have been adopted by the Western

Unitarian Conference as a motto,--"Freedom, Fel-

lowship, and Character in Religion." The state-

ment is as follows:-

Unitarians Assert:

The Naturalness of Religion to the Human Soul;

The Supremacy of Character above Belief in Relig-

ion;

The Ultimate Authority of Reason in Matters of

Belief;

The Dignity as against the Depravity of Human

Nature.

They worship the One-in-All, and name that One

"Our Father."

They trust the Universe as Beautiful, Beneficent,

Unswerving Order, to know whose laws is Truth,to

obey whose laws is Liberty and stronger life.

They revere Jesus as the greatest of the historic

Prophets of Religion.

They honor the Bible, and all Bibles, so far as each

accords with Reason and Right.

They rejoice in the Hope of Immortality.

They believe that all things work together for good;

that no good thing is failure, and no evil thing suc-

cess; and that no evil can befall agood man,whether

he be alive or dead.

And they believe that we ought to join hands and

joyfully work to make the good things better and the

worse good, deeming nothing good for ourselves that

is not good for all.

They trust free thought, and trust it everywhere :

they only fear thought bound. Therefore, their be-

liefs are still growing and widening, as science, his-

tory, and life reveal new truth; while their increasing

emphasis is still on Ethics and the Great Faith to

which Ethics leads, Faith in the Moral Order of the

Universe, Faith in All-ruling Righteousness.

All names that divide "Religion" are to them of

comparatively little consequence. Whoever loves

truth and lives it is, in a broad sense, of their relig-

ious fellowship: whoever loves it and lives it better

than themselves is their teacher, whatever Church or

agehe may belong to. So their Church is wide, their

teachers many, and their holy writings large.

Now, this in its substance is a good creed ; but

is it what "Unitarians assert" ? We doubt not

that there are some, even many, Unitarians who

would be satisfied with this statement of their

faith. But would it be accepted as sufficient by

the majority of Unitarians ? A majority of the

ministers of the Western Conference and probably

of the churches of that Conference might subscribe

to this statement. But these are a comparatively

small part of the Unitarian body. The strength

of the denomination in America is in New Eng-

land. Of the 340 churches of the denomination

all through the country (counting even the few in

Canada), 229 are in New England; and, of the

79 reckoned as belonging to the Western States,

a considerable number are little more than mis-

sionary posts, and have but small congregations.

Can it be reasonably supposed that anything like

a majority of the older Unitarian societies in the

Eastern and Middle States,or of their ministers,

opinions ofthe majority of our churches." And this

was declared by a large and distinctly representa-

tive body of the Unitarian denomination, with but

a single dissenting voice. It must therefore be

regarded as, up to date, the most authoritative

utterance that has been made among Unitarians

concerning their beliefs.

representation of their beliefs? Is it true that | cles as they previously stood, "fairly represent the

amajority of Unitarians regard Jesus as only "the

greatest of the historic Prophets of Religion" ?

Do a majority of them, as yet, place all Bibles, of

all Religions, together, to be judged alike by the

standards of "Reason and Right" ? If so, how

happens it that the Unitarian churches in which

any other Scriptures than the Hebrew and Chris-

tian are read in their religious services can be

almost counted on one's fingers ? Would the

majority of Unitarians be content to say that they

only rejoice in "the Hope of Immortality" ? Do

they not affirm a faith in it ? While individual

Unitarians profess to "trust free thought every-

where," has any general representative body of

Unitarians ever expressed this trust to the extent

of declaring that the limits of their religious fel-

lowship should be as wide as freedom of thought

in the search for truth? And can it be a fact that

"all names that divide 'Religion' are of compara-

tively little consequence to Unitarians" ? If it be,

as the above statement asserts, then why should

the National Unitarian Conference and the Ameri-

can Unitarian Association, the two most widely

representative bodies of Unitarians that exist in

this country, have been so tenacious of the Chris-

tian name ?

But there is one authoritative statement, and

but one that we know of, which ought to settle

this question as to what the majority of Unita-

rians believe. The National Unitarian Conference

is a body which represents the churches of the

denomination throughout the country. It is a

delegate body, consisting of the minister and two

appointed laymen from each of the various

churches; and almost all of the churches are actu-

ally represented in the Conference. Now, the

National Conference has a Constitution which

states certain doctrinal beliefs and purposes; and

these, so long as they stand, must be assumed to

express the sentiments of the majority of Unita-

rians in this country. These statements, omitting

the articles which do not concern the point in

question, are as follows :-

PREAMBLE.-Whereas the great opportunities and

demands for Christian labor and consecration, at this

time, increase our sense of the obligations of all disci-

ples of the Lord Jesus Christ to prove their faith by

self-denial, and by thedevotion of their lives and pos-

sessions to the service of God, and the building up of

thekingdom of his Son,-

ARTICLE I.-Therefore the Christian churches of

the Unitarian faith, here assembled, unite themselves

in a common body, to be known as the National Con-

ference of Unitarian and other Christian churches, to

the end of energizing and stimulating the denomina-

tion with which they are connected to the largest

exertions in the cause of Christian faith and work....

ART. IX.-Reaffirming our allegiance to the gospel

of Jesus Christ, and desiring to secure the largest

unity of the spirit, and the widest practical co-opera-

tion, we invite to our fellowship all who wish to be

followers of Christ.

ART. X.-While we believe that the Preamble and

Articles of our Constitution fairly represent the

opinions of the majority of our churches, yet we wish

distinctly to put on record our declaration that they

are no authoritative test of Unitarianism, and are not

intended to exclude from our fellowship any who,

while differing from us in belief, are in general sym-

pathy with our purposes and practical aims .

If these articles give an honest representation of

Unitarian beliefs, we submit that the statement

made on the cover of "Unity Mission, No. 11,"

needs amendment. Both of them cannot be true

of the generality of Unitarians. It willbe noticed

that Article X. just quoted,which was adopted as

late as the session of 1882, andwas an attempt to

widen the fellowship of theNational Conference,

We have a strong impression, and rejoice in it,

that the Unitarians are advancing toward the

positions stated in the "Unity" creed. But we

cannot believe, in the face of evidence like that

just presented, that the majority of them are

already there. We fear, therefore, that our West-

ern friends have been a little "too previous" in

their declaration of what Unitarians assert. They

seem to us to have taken counsel of their own

hopes and desires rather than of facts. In a

prefatory note concerning the little pamphlet of

hymns, they refer to this statement of beliefs on

the cover and to some verses of similar purport

that follow it as an attempt "to hint in other

forms the outlooks and inspirations of Liberal

Faith." And this is a correct characterization.

If the statement had accordingly been framed as

affirmations of a liberal faith, no objections could

have been raised. But, as a statement, without

qualification or explanation, of what Unitarians

affirm, it must, in our opinion, convey to readers

not otherwise well acquainted with Unitarian

views a very erroneous idea of the real doctrinal

position of the majority of the Unitarian body;

and verymany prominent Unitarians, we are sure,

if they are sincere in theirhabitual utterances and

methods, can but feel that the statement does

them an injustice. We know, indeed, that of its

author it might almost be said that he is the

honestest man in the denomination; and that he

has applied a pure conscience to this little piece

of work, as to everything that he does, cannot be

doubted for a moment. Yetwould not the state-

ment present an honester front, if it only purported

togive what some Unitarians assert ?

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

ATHEISTS AS WITNESSES.

The statutes of Massachusetts stand almost

alone in their method of dealing with this ques-

tion. While the statute makes atheists competent

as witnesses, it points them out as unworthy of the

same credit as others, unworthy in the sameway

as persons convicted of a crime are unworthy.

This statute changed the rule of the common

law by which atheists were rendered absolutely

incompetent. The reason on which the common-

law rule was based probably led to the establish-

ment of the present law in Massachusetts. An

investigation of the theory of the former will lead

to a better understanding of the latter.

Whatever may have determined some judges, as

Lord Coke, for instance, in concluding that infi-

dels, meaning thereby all persons not Christians ,

were incompetent as witnesses, the celebrated case

of Omichund against Barker decided that abelief

in aGodwho would punish perjury was sufficient

to render a witness competent. The rule did not

require a belief in the established religion, or a

belief in what the people of England or the judges

or the legislators regarded as the true God. A

belief in false gods was quite as good for the

purposes of the law of evidence. The reason for

this was simply that in the opinion of the judges a

person who believed that he was answerable to a

Superior Being for the truth of his testimonywas

less apt to perjure himself than one who was not

would accept the above assertions as an adequate | expresses the belief that the Preamble and Arti- under the influence of such a belief. Of thesanc-
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not very long ago. The will of an old lady was

contested on the ground of mental weakness. The

family physician,amanwhose character is beyond

suspicion, testified positively to her incapacity.

But this physician, trusted and honored by all

his neighbors, by those who knew him best, was

shown to have no belief in a God. A skilful

appeal to the jury was successful in utterly dis-

crediting the witness, and the wiil stands to-day.

Is a statute which can thus defeat the ends of

tions which gave value to an oath, the moral,

the natural, and the legal sanctions were present ;

but the religious sanction was lacking. Logically,

if the position taken was correct, the absence of

this fourth sanction would merely tend to lessen

the credibility of the witness. But certain circum-

stances, which we nowregard as affecting the credi-

bility of a witness, under the common law wet to

his competency. Interest in the result of the suit

was thus one ground of incompetency, disbelief in

aGodwas another. Now, the Massachusetts stat- | justice a wise one? Does it accord with the well-

utes have changed the common-law rule in the

sameway in both these cases.

Itwill be noticed that theological questions do

not enter into this reasoning; for, to the Christian,

the worshipper of false gods must be as abhorrent

as one who is not convinced of the existence of a

Supreme Being. This was the view of Lord Coke.

He approached the question from a theological

stand-point. To him, all persons not Christians

were infidels and equally incompetent. But his

view was distinctly declared to be erroneous in the

leading case already referred to. The law which

admitted the fire worshipper while excluding the

agnostic (he is an atheist for the purposes of this

question) cannot rest on a theological foundation.

It is well tobear this in mind; formanywho are

inclined to admit the logical correctness of the

position of those who oppose the present law

are yet fearful of a change, dreading lest they

should be endangering all religion and encouraging

atheism.

numerous .

The objections to the present statute are very

The reasoning on which the rule rests

is essentially false. The laws of evidence in re-

gard to credibility are based on the ordinary

experience of mankind, and they are framed with

the purpose of aiding the jury in arriving at the

truth. But the law allowing a witness's religious

belief to be given in evidence to affect his credi-

bility is not only at variance with our daily ex-

perience, but tends to mislead the jury.

It is certainly our experience that men will act

so as to favor their interests, even at a sacrifice of

their honor; and it is therefore proper that the

interest of a witness should be shown in evidence.

There are few men who would give the same

credit to a convicted felon as they would to aman

who had never violated the laws; and this, there-

fore, is a proper matter for the jury to consider.

But who will say that, in the affairs of every-day

life, he will be governed by the religious beliefs

of a man as to the credit he will give him? If a

man is told something that he does not wish to

believe, he is very apt to consider whether his

informant has not reasons for lying. If the matter

is of sufficient importance, and he has no other

source of information, he may try to learn some-

thing of the character of his informant; but is

there one man in ten thousand who would ever

think of inquiring into the religious propensities

of his informant? Men intrust their substance

and their honor to the keeping of those whose life

gives promise of honest action, without ever think-

ing of probing their religious beliefs ; but, when

thesesamemen are put on the witness-stand, they

are asked to discredit them.

Butwhy, it will be asked, should the evidence of

disbelief have any effect on the jury, if their ordi-

nary experience has taught them to trust andbe-

lieve atheists equally with other men? The an-

swer brings us to the second objection to the rule

as a rule of evidence. Men are affected by such

evidence, not because it appeals to their reason,

but because it appeals to their prejudices. Can

anything have a stronger tendency to warp the

judgment of the average juror than an appeal to

his religious prejudices! Acase inpoint occurred

considered principles of the law of evidence ?

But, granting that the rule is sound as far as

the principles of evidence involved are concerned,

the objections to the law are none the less strong.

It is decidedly wrong and incompatible with our

institutions to raise in a court of law theological

questions. Imagine a case in which the most

important witnesses on each side of a great litiga-

tion are atheists. It will be necessary to examine

most minutely into the exact belief of the wit-

nesses, so that the jury can determine properly to

which side the less credit should be given. It may

be found advisable to bring experts to testify to

the difference between an agnostic of one type and

an agnostic of another; and, in the resulting strife

and squabbles, the law and religion equally willbe

brought into disrepute. The mere possibility of a

jury becoming a theological tribunal under this

statute ought to be sufficient to condemn it.

ances.

Another objection not unworthy of consideration

is that the present law does not reach the right

persons. Confessedly, an honest atheist should

not be discredited; while the fiercest opponents of

the present law are willing to admit that adishonest

atheist should stand on the same footing as any

one else who is dishonest. Now, a man's religious

beliefs can only be determined by his own utter-

Society generally has thrown sufficient

obloquy on atheism to deter most men from ex-

pressing their religious views, if they tend in that

direction ; and, if a person is in the slightest degree

dishonest, it is a matter of absolute impossibility

to show against his will that he is an atheist. He

therefore cannot, frame your laws as you will, be

discredited for his atheism. But the honest athe-

ist-who not only openly in the face of the world

lays himself open to the social stigma, but in

court, notwithstanding the statute, admits his

belief is discredited before a jury of intelligent

The statute fails utterly of its real object,

while offering an inducement to men to conceal

their opinions, if it does not actually bring about

that result inmany cases.

men.

The statute is a flagrant violation, not only of

the spirit of the Bill of Rights, but of its very

words, "No subject shall be hurt, molested, or

restrained in his person, liberty, or estate for his

religious profession or sentiments." The Supreme

Court of Massachusetts, which declared by a liberal

construction that the Bill of Rights prohibited

slavery in Massachusetts, could hardly fail to see

the violation of the constitution which the present

statute brings about. While, perhaps, the exclu-

sion of atheists may have been constitutional as

being a rule of the common law in force inMassa-

chusetts at the time of the adoption of the Bill of

Rights, and not abrogated by that instrument, the

present lawcan find no warrant from such a view.

It introduced a principle as foreign to the common

law as it is to justice. In a case where a party to

the action appears as a witness, the life, liberty,

and estate of the witness may depend entirely on

the religious prejudice of the jury. It must fre-

quently be a question with a person accused of a

crime, who is an atheist, whether it will not en-

danger his position more to have his atheism put

in evidence than to give an explanation which,

under ordinary circumstances, might lead to his

acquittal. From this point of view, the law is

one of the most outrageous ones which has ever

disgraced the statute-book. No one, who for a

moment considers what it means to the person

interested, can hesitate to decide what should be

the fate of the law.

At the side of this objection, the objection taken

to the form of the present statute, in itself suffi-

ciently weighty, appears insignificant. The statute

points to the atheist with the same finger of scorn

with which it marks the convicted felon. It puts

Huxley and Spencer at the side of Pomeroy and

Guiteau in point of decredibility !

If the statute was intended to punish atheists

for their belief, it is a most flagrant injustice as

well as unconstitutional; and, if that be its pur-

pose, it fails utterly to carry it out, for the injury

ismost likely to fall on third persons. The proper

course to take is simply to strike the objectionable

clause from the statute-book. No substitution

would seem desirable. Even the rule that the

religious belief of a witness shall not be put in

evidence is objectionable, for such evidence is

quite necessary occasionally to determine the

weight to be given to testimony. Such would be

the case, for instance, where church property was

incontroversy.

The great majority of our States as well as

Great Britain have shown the way to this much-

needed reform. Not one of the States which

has admitted the testimony of atheists unques-

tioned has ever retraced its steps. Massachusetts

still lags behind, unfaithful to her traditions; but

the belief seems justified that she will soon step

over to the majority.

H. W. MACK.

THE PROBLEM OF EXISTENCE.

Its Apparent Insolvability.

II.

The perception that the objective compass of

this problem outreaches the domain of experience

insinuates the belief that it cannot be solved, and

this belief is favored by the further consideration

that all attempts to solve it hithertohave seemed

rather to aggravate the mystery of its subject.

Nevertheless, there is an opposite belief, of domi-

nant prestige, obtaining as it does upon evidence

adduced in the preceding section of this essay, yet

admitting of confirmation by the discovery that

the non-solution of the problem heretofore is due

to other and weightier reasons than are predicable

of its inherent reconditeness. The most obtrusive

of these reasons is the historic fact that no would-

be expounder of the problem has hit upon the

proper method, every essayist to this end having

been either exclusively scientific or mainly meta-

physical. But the problem is not amenable to sci-

ence, as will by andby appear. Let us first see its

repugnance to metaphysics. The reader may not

have wasted time enough to have learned what

that is, and so I will describe it here.

Metaphysics maybe defined as the subject-mat-

ter of speculation as to the purport of consciousness,

whether the components of its objective counter-

part are real or imaginary. It thus questions the

trustworthiness of our intellective faculties and

postulates the uncertainty of all intelligence, as

well as the possible unreality of existence itself.

It is antagonistic to both science and philosophy,

*Suppose an innocent man is accused of a crime. Cir-

cumstances point against him. He goes on the stand,

tells a straightforward story, and the jury are convinced of

his innocence. Then the prosecuting attorney shows the

atheism of the witness,-the accused,-succeeds in his

dextrous appeal to the jury, not only in discrediting the

witness, but in arousing the feelings of the jury against a

man so abandoned as to be an atheist, and a conviction is

more likely to follow than the proper verdict of "Not

guilty."
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tending as it does to skepticism and intellectual

embarrassment, based also as it is upon unwar-

rantable assumption such as makes the pith of the

following assertions : That none of the senses con-

veys any intimation of the existing physical world

(Mansel); that we cannot be properly said to see any

distant body, such as the sun (ibid.) ; that the pre-

sented object of sight is inverted (Berkeley) ; that

time and space are fabrics of intuition (Kant);

that what we call matter is a group of qualities

which have no existence apart from our minds

(Fiske); that we are conscious of nothing but

mental states (Hume); that pure being is pure

nothing (Hegel); that there is no substance but a

cluster of attributes without a nucleus (Cousin) ;

that there may be a world wherein two and two do

not make four (Mill); that whether there is or is

not a real corresponding to our fiction (sic) of pure

space cannot be answered (Lewes); and so on.

If all achievements of speculation were as value-

less as these, I should say it ought to be sup-

pressed. But such products of its misuse are per-

tinent to metaphysics, whose theme is always some

inutile quodlibet, such as "Howcan the one bemany,

or the many one?" In other words, "How can a

variety of attributes constitute a single object ?"

a question which Mansel says "has puzzled the

metaphysicians of all ages," but which no person

of good sense, well-employed, deems worthy of a

moment's consideration. Why? Because it has

nothing to do with the art of living well, and no

bearing upon the problem of existence or what we

live for. Besides, speculation upon such finical

conceits involves a loss of time and waste of tal-

ent, since it ends just where it begins, as appears

from the experiments of Mansel himself, who, in

the end of his dabbling with the obfuscating mer-

its of his subject, concludes thus : "There still

remains the question, Do things as they are resem-

ble things as they appear to us ? [an exceedingly

important question, but alas !] a question which

we cannot answer, either in the affirmative or in

the negative." But the impotence of speculation

in this case is chargeable not to its use, but to its

abuse. It is metaphysical speculation that shows

itself here as it does elsewhere to be dogmatic,

quizzical, and preposterous. No wonder that such

a method of pseudo-inquiry should have proved

abortive. But many an earnest investigator has

failed in past times to solve the problem of exist-

ence for another reason.

2. Because, in those times science was undevel-

oped, though science itself is incompetent for this

work. It is important to the purpose of this dis-

cussion to keep in view the truth that the problem

of existence is not scientific, but philosophic ; that

is to say, it pertains not to existence only, but to

that and the cause and use of existence. Were it

otherwise, were the problem merely scientific, it

would be pertinent to inquire why, since the mod-

ern advance of science, its method has either not

beenemployed or else has failed in its application

to the problem. But this question is forestalled

by discernment of the need of science to tutor the

animus of investigation preparatory to the birth

of philosophy; it being requisite for intellective

success, inwhatever direction the bent of inquiry

propends, to ply the norm of science (which was

not before Bacon) as that of intelligence in gen-

eral, to discard assumption, and argue nothing but

upon data of experience, which, in fact, is no

other than common sense rationalized or comple-

mented by reason. And is not the age of reason

just nowdawning ? The ancient but obsolescent

sway of metaphysics is explicable on the same

principle as that of other antiquated systems of

thought or categories of speculation, such as al-

chemy and astrology, whose relation to science is

precisely that of metaphysics to philosophy. And

this reflection is suggestive of another general rea-

son why the problem of existence has not as yet

been solved, with no implication that it is insolv-

able, namely,-

3. Because it is a problem of philosophy, and

philosophy is yet to be born. For not only are the

proceeds of philosophy adjunctive to those of sci-

ence, but philosophy itself is in a manner the off

spring of science. Science is first in order of

development; and, without it, philosophy would

never obtain. This does not supersede that, but

follows it, not only as a broader and deeper ken of

Nature, but as the rational apperception of Nat-

ure's antecedent and consequent. Inasmuch as

mundane existence, the objective matter of science,

is the fulcrum of supermundane verities, science

is the parent of philosophy. Nevertheless, in an-

other and more obvious sense, philosophy is the

educator of science. The arena of science is sen-

sible experience, the objective world of sight: that

of philosophy is subjective, the world of insight.

Science is definite knowledge of natural phenomena

and of the order in which theymayoccur. Philos-

ophy is qualitative knowledge of the cause and use

of existence as deduced from the synthetic science

of extant existence itself. The arena of science is

narrower than that of philosophy ; otherwise, the

two are partly identical. Each is built upon tru-

isms or elements of natural faith, of which the

scope of philosophy embraces some that science

ignores. Yet the consensus of science and philos-

ophy is perfect. Neither can abnegate an item of

truth which the other affiliates. What science

grasps indetail,philosophy compasses only in gen-

eral terms. The one collates facts, the other

digests principles. Apart from these specifications

of difference, science and philosophy resemble

each other ; conviction, the gist of intellection,

being one and the same for all grades of intelli-

gence.

These reflections verge to the foregone conclu-

sion. Science and philosophy are issues of human

development. The problem of existence is inci-

dental to the growth of human intelligence.

Human intelligence is the outcome of human ex-

perience. The capacity for experience relevant to

rational development is progressive, a thing of

evolution. Manwas for ages capable of thinking

and bound to think at random. Hence metaphys-

ics, astrology, alchemy, and all forms of supersti-

tion. His science, though more shapely than cen-

turies ago, is still immature and fragmentary ; and

what philosophy may be he only conjectures.

When science becomes synthetic, and philosophy

having obtained a footing grows conscious of its

forte, the problem of existence will not remain

long unsolved. Failure to solve it hitherto is

imputable to the same negative cause as that

which formerly postponed the development of sci-

ence and still postpones that of philosophy.

The first step toward the solution of any prob-

lem is to formulate it. But the problem of exist-

ence is as yet unwritten, and but vaguely conceived

as an equivocal sentiment concerning the personal

destiny of mankind, expressible in dubious terms

of belief or unbelief. It is in this sense that I

have employed the phrase so far; though, in my

own mind, the question has assumed a definite

form which I am about to announce for what I

conceive to be the problem's true formula, the

want of which, or the want of an equivalent of

which, has been the prime cause of failure to

solve it.

The prescriptive sentiment whence the problem

emerges is compassed by three words,-What,

Whence, Wherefore ? Carlyle noted it as dual, with

express regard to human nature or the collective

apparition of mankind,who to his mental vision

"emerge from the inane, haste stormfully across

the Earth, then plunge again into the inane....

But whence? O heaven, whither? Sense knows

not; faith knows not; onlythat it is through Mys-

tery to Mystery,from God and to God." Thus,

many a thinker has overlooked the fact that prob-

lems are amenable only to reason. Prof. Diman,

who made the same unwritten problem the gist of

his lectures on the Theistic Argument, framed his

conception of it with three predicaments of self-

hood, thus : "What can I know ? What ought I

to do ? and Forwhat may I hope?-Whence am

I? ForwhatwasImade? Whither am I going ?"

My version of the same conventional inquest,

though objectively broader, is also triune by logical

analysis.

It is impossible to ascertain how much I am in-

debted to other probers of its subject for my

ability to translate the terms of its partial expli-

cation as given above, and the following original

statement is made with less assurance of its ade-

quateness than of its probable fitness to suggest

abetter. In the spirit of this avowal, the reader's

candidcriticism is coveted. What is the problem

of existence, if not this ?--

To find the rational purport of mundane existence

regarded as the process of natural causation,-

1. As to the intrinsic character of its Supernal

Agent;

2. As to the ulterior use thereof as predeter-

mined by the purpose of its Inaugurator and Con-

ductor;

3. As to the occult spiritual nature and conse-

quent superhuman destiny of mankind, viewed as

corollaries from the Cause and Use thereof.

GEORGE STEARNS.

AN OPEN LETTER TO ARCHBISHOP LYNCH.

Sir, I have read your circular of May 9, ad-

dressed to the Catholic clergy of Toronto and

published in the daily papers, animadverting on

the Free Thought Association of this city, and on

free thinkers generally, and warning your people

to avoid all contact with them, their lectures, and

their writings. Since you have stated that "this

society of free thinkers from time to time bring

from the United States lecturers to blaspheme

God, his holy religion, and to turn into ridicule all

the mysteries of our faith," and since I am the

only person this society has ever brought from the

United States to speak from its platform, I am

guilty, I trust, of no discourtesy in addressing you

this open letter in reply to some of the strange

assumptions and fallacies contained in your cir-
cular.

That circular indicates, no doubt, the present

attitude of the leaders of your Church to free

thought and their disposition and spirit toward

free thinkers. Its opposition to the right ofpri-

vate judgment, its intolerance of dissent, its insist-

ence on unquestioning belief in the dogmas of

the Church, and unhesitating submission to your

authority, is in entire harmony with the ecclesias-

tical despotism which you represent.

Because the members of the Toronto Free

Thought Association exercise the right of think-

ing for themselves as individuals rather than in

herds, and coming to conclusions such as reason

and common sense compel them to accept instead

of bowing down tomen like themselves andslav-

ishly adopting creeds written for them before they

were born, you attempt to make the public believe

that "those people claim the right also of acting

as well as thinking as theyplease." Free thinkers

are not so superficial as to think that belief is a

*Reprinted by Request from the Toronto Graphic of

ateMay, 1880.
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matter of choice, and that they can "believe as

theyplease." They claim only the right to believe

as evidence forces them to believe, and the right to

utter and advocate their beliefs on religion as

freely as any other subject. They claim to do as

theyplease only whentheyplease to do right ; and,

while they do not recognize the authority of priest,

bishop, archbishop, or pope, they acknowledge

those great principles of right and duty held in

common by the civilized world, and are ever

ready to submit to the authority of the social

reason in all social concerns, as expressed by the

laws and through the courts and tribunals of the

land, claiming, of course, the right to work, by

discussionand agitation, for the abrogation of bad

laws as well as the emancipation of the mind

from enslaving superstitions. You speak of free

thinkers as "disbelieving in the Ten Command-

ments," but will hardly succeed in convincing

intelligent readers that there is a class in this

communitywho would favor the abolition of laws

against murder, theft, adultery, etc. So much of

the moral code as is included in the so-called Ten

Commandments is a part of the free thinker's as

well as the Christian's belief and standard. Be-

cause I do not believe that these commandments

were given to the world by a direct revelation,-

especially when I know that nations like Egypt

flourished long before the alleged date of Moses,

and understood the principles of justice and right

ages before the date of the oldest book of the

Bible, it does not follow that I reject moral

principles involved in these "commandments."

True to the policy and traditions of your Church,

you seek to prejudice the people against free

thinkers by comparing them or rather identifying

them with the Nihilists of Russia,whenyou know,

or ought to know, that Nihilism is a political move-

ment, whether wise or unwise, against the despotic

and corrupt government of Russia, and that its

adherents are of various religious beliefs,-Jews,

freethinkers, and Christians. The word "Nihilist,"

asusedby these political workers, has no reference

whatever to that with which you connect it,-

"nothing after this life, reward or punishment."

But you think, if free thought were to prevail, it

would render a country uninhabitable. Since,

however, you gave no reason for this notion, it

may be passed with the remark that it is but nat-

ural that men who have lived their entire lives

with no higher motives than fear of hell andhope

of a crown of glory as incentives to duty should

think the earth would become apandemonium, if

these beliefs should be outgrown.

There is as little disposition to vice and crime

among free thinkers as among Christians, even

Christians of the "holy" Catholic Church. Free

thinkers are now numerous in all the advanced

nations of Christendom, and yet I challenge you

to prove that they are more addicted to wrong-

doing than the devotees of your own faith. The

menandwomenwho figure in the police courts of

this city, those who fill the jails and penitentiaries,

those who expiate their crimes on the gallows,

after confessing to a priest and receiving the as-

surance of pardon and salvation through a great

bankrupt scheme, called the atonement, are not

free thinkers. The men who spend their time

in lowdens, who engage in prize fights, who get

up riots at Montreal and Toronto, are not free

thinkers.

You say that "persons who do not believe in

God, in his Son Jesus Christ, or the Bible, cannot

take an oath on it, and consequently cannot testify

in court, or act as jurymen, magistrates, members

of parliament, or in any capacity in a Christian

country where an oath is required." I wish to

inform you, however, that the laws of enlightened

countries are being modified, and disqualifications

on account of religious belief are being removed.

By the Evidence Amendment Act of 1869, in Eng-

land an atheist is allowed to affirm (instead of

swearing) on the pains and penalties of perjury.

The Constitution of the United States says, "Con-

gress shall make no laws respecting the establish-

ment of religion" ; and it requires no religious

belief as a qualification for office. In the State

of Massachusetts, an atheist can testify in any

court of justice ; and the same is true of Illinois

and several other States of the Union.

But, sir, if your Church were in the ascendency

in England or the United States, this gradual

removal of disabilities and increasing toleration

would give way to a renewal of the persecution,

not only of free thinkers, but all Protestants ; such

persecution as has deluged the earth with blood in

the past; such as led to the extermination of the

Albigenses ; such as led to the expatriation of the

Moriscoes, the unfortunate remnant of the Moorish

nation that your predecessors robbed and mur-

dered; such as led to the expulsion of the Jews

from Spain, and afterwards from Portugal; such

as led to the massacre of St. Bartholomew (which

was celebrated by Gregory XIII. by a solemn pro-

cession); such as the destruction of fifty thousand

lives in the Netherlands, when the ferocity of the

Church was shown by the circumstance that, "upon

Feb. 16, 1568, a sentence of the Holy Office con-

demned all the inhabitants of the Netherlands to death

as heretics." "From this universal doom," says

Motley, "only a few persons specially named were

excepted. A proclamation of the king, dated ten

days later, confirmed this decree of the Inquisition

and ordered it carried into instant execution....

Three millions of people, men, women, and chil-

dren, were sentenced to the scaffold in three lines."

(Dutch Republic, vol. ii., p. 55.)

You foolishly observe that the "lies and sophis-

try of those wicked men" (such as the Toronto

Free Thought Association bringsto Canada from

that benighted region, the United States) "have

been exposed and answered by the most learned

men of all ages." Mirabile dictu. You have said

it; and, since you are an archbishop of an infallible

Church, it must be so, and to dispute your state-

ment is, no doubt, in your estimation, to blaspheme

God, his holy religion, and to turn into ridicule all

the "mysteries of our faith." Darwin, Huxley,

Tyndall, Colenso, Renan, and Newman may as

well stop publishing the results of their study and

researches; for the whole thing has been answered

by "the learned men of all ages," and it is non-

sense to pay attention to their views or arguments !

But, seriously, since you say the arguments of the

free thinkers have been answered triumphantly,

it is evident that you have no doubt that you can

answer them. And now I suggest that you, or

some person you may designate, meet a represen-

tative of the Free Thought Association of Toronto

in this city in public debate, and let the people

judge whether your claims and representation are

true or false. Until you do this, many intelligent

persons, judging you by your circular, will con-

tinue to doubt, not simply whether you can refute

the arguments of the free thinkers, but whether

you are sufficiently acquainted with modern free

thought even to state its principles accurately.

Youwarn your people, especially young men, to

avoid us and our lectures and writings. Thus it

is that you, representing the spirit of the Naza-

rene (?), encourage charity and fraternity among

men! In my lectures, I encouragemen andwomen

to become familiar with the various schools and

phases of thought, with all the arguments for and

against them, and to makecharacter and conduct,

not belief, a test of moral worth. Our motto is,

"In things that can be demonstrated, unity ; in

things that admit of doubt, free diversity ; in all

things, charity."

Your comparison of the works of free thinkers

with obscene literature is in keeping with the

general character of your circular. The most

obscene book I ever readwas written for the Ro-

man Catholic priesthood, with the sanction and

indorsement of your Church. Long after men of

your order and spirit, and their circulars against

the progressive tendencies of the age shall have

been forgotten, the names of the free thinkers,

whom you by implication slander and insult,-

Humboldt, Haeckel, Spencer, Mill, Buckle, Victor

Hugo, George Eliot, Harriet Martineau, Emer-

son, Parker,-will be respected and honored by

the masses as they now are by the cultivated and

thoughtful of allnations and climes.

Assuming the authority and arrogating to your-

self the prerogative of a God,you not only forbid

your people reading the works of advanced think-

ers of the age and attending lectures in exposition

and defence of their views, but declare that, if

they do, they commit a grievous sin, "the absolu-

tion of which we reserve to ourselves." A thief,

a forger, a robber, a murderer perhaps, any "com-

mon sinner" on whom the Church looks with com-

parative lenity, maybe absolved by a priest; but

the sin of listening to a free-thought lecture is

one the absolution of which the great archbishop

reserves to himself! It is a sad commentary on

the intelligence of a people that it can be influ-

enced and deceived by such assumptions of author.

ity and such threats as these. After reading your

remarkable letter, I can easily believe the story of

the bandit who murdered a traveller, taking his

money, clothes, and the lunch he had in his pocket,

allbut the meat, which he threw away, as the day

onwhich the murderwas committed was Friday.

Yours truly,

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

ΤΑΧΑΤΙON OF CHURCH PROPERTY.

The Committee of the Massachusetts Legislature

on Taxation gave a hearing last Thursday fore-

noon to petitioners for repeal of the law exempt-

ing church property from taxation. The first

speaker was Mr. R. P. Hallowell, who claimed

that all corporations ought to bear their propor-

tionate part of the burden of government. The

value of church property exempt from taxation in

Massachusetts exceeds in value by over $6,000,000

that of all scientific, charitable, and agricultural

associations. The exemption is in effect a subsidy.

It involves a direct tax on the people for the sup-

port of religion, and is a clear violation of the

principle and spirit of religious freedom. No prop-

erty, the speaker thought, should be exempt,except

theproperty of the State. He was opposed to any

discrimination or compromise in this matter. Mr.

F. M. Holland said that the petition had been

signed by 1,060 citizens, including several clergy-

men, though but little effort had been made to

obtain signatures. Of these names,461 were col-

lected in Newburyport by agentleman whowrote,

"If the case were left to the people, I think there

would be a vote of four to one in favor of it."

A letter was read from Dr. Stebbins, of San

Francisco, saying of the taxation of all property

there the past twentyyears, "I do not think that

the law has any effect to hinder the churches in

any work or influence for the human welfare."

Mr. Holland read also a concise argument for tax-

ation, drawn up by Rev. J. S. Bush, an Episcopal

clergyman of Concord, Mass., formerly of San

Francisco. One of the committee, interrupting

Mr. Holland, inquired, "Who do you think are
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the best citizens, those who attend churches or

those who do not?" "Well," said Mr. Holland,

"in Concord where I live, I think the average of

the non-church goers is a little the best." Rev.

William I. Gill said he was in favor of taxing

church property on broad, statesman-like princi-

ples. Every institution not controlled by the

State and for State purposes should be taxed for

the public good. Men and women who believe

that churches and religion are good should show

their belief by supporting them; and, in most

cases, the taxation of church property would make

but the difference of a few hundred dollars each

year. If churches could not support themselves

under a system of taxation, they ought to go out

of existence. He was in favor of a general law

taxing all church property on grounds of justice

and in the interests of the public good. B. F.

Underwood said that the exemption of church

property from taxation originated when the

Church was a department of the State, and was

consistent with the ancient order of things, but is

nowan anomalywhere there is no State religion.

What is the difference in principle between com-

pelling a man to support any one church and

compelling him to support them all? Exemption

cannot be maintained on the ground that the influ-

ence of the churches is good; for so is the influence

ofmercantile, manufacturing, and industrial enter-

prises, which are all taxed none the less. Exemp

tion cannot be maintained on the ground that

churches yield no income, supposing it true ; for

the government never exempts depreciated stocks

or wild lands, because the owner derives no income

from them. Rev. F. Frothingham made the con-

cluding speech, in which he said that this was a

simple case of justice, and the attitude of equal

justice to all is the theory of the State. Suppose,

in a large community, one institution acquires

property to the extent of millions of dollars, and

holds that property exempt from taxation : that

particular body is at a great advantage, the rest of

the community has to pay a very much higher rate

of taxation. Such a case is not a mere supposi-

tion. A serious injustice results in such cases ; and

the principle is the same, whether the religious

body is large or small, rich or poor. As a minis-

ter, he could see how desirable it would be to

have some small churches exempted; but, after all ,

there is the principle at stake, and he was bound

to stand for principle and right. He admitted, in

reply to a question from Mr. Cummings of the

committee, that there is a possibility of bringing

religion into politics, through Protestant assessors

valuing Catholic churches high and Catholic asses-

sors valuing Protestant churches high.

speaker, on the other hand, thought this a minor

evil compared with the great principle at stake.

He thought the taxation of churches would pre-

vent the building of such costly churches, in which

the poor can have no part and are practically ex-

cluded from worshipping.

The

U.

MR. W. G. BABCOCK thinks that Washington's

Birthday maywell be associated with the happi"

ness of children; and his society has provided an

entertainment for them at Odd Fellows' Hall,

Monday forenoon, next.

PRANG & Co. evidently desire that St. Valen-

tine's Day shall be celebrated in good style. Some

of their chromo cards carrying flower groups or

single flowers are hardly to be distinguished from

the real drawings. Among the designs are some

pretty bird subjects nesting and mating among

blossoms. Assisted by well-known artists, Prang

& Co. have served up their work in a variety of

styles; and, it is needless to say, it is most artisti-

callydone.
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THE APOTHEOSIS OF HUMANITY.

Address delivered December 28 at ChickeringHall before the

Society of Ethical Culture of New York.

BY W. L. SHELDON.

"Thou art smitten, thou God, thou art smitten, thy death

is upon thee, O Lord;

Andthelove-song of Earth as thou diest resounds through

the wind of her wings,

Glory to man in the highest, for man is the master of

things!"

We are told of a sanctuary in the city of Paris

that was altogether unlike the sanctuaries of the

churches: indeed, had we been able to visit it

ourselves, I presume we should not have thought

of it as a place of religious devotion at all. And

yet, to the one who worshipped there, that spot

was probably as sacred as any altar would be to

the suppliants in the churches. It was in that

secluded sanctuary, by the dim light of the early

morning, already before the mass of people had

arisen for the labors of the day, that a manwas

kneeling in the attitude of prayer. It was an old

man, we would have said, at an age when senti-

ment has begun to wither in the heart, when the

interests of life begin to grow cold, materialistic,

and indifferent, save now and then when a thought

of the grave and its beyond suddenly blows up the

flame of life into momentary agitation at a time

when it was almost extinct ; but there was no sign

of withering decay just now on that old man's

face. On the contrary, it wore an expression, as

it is said, of "rapt and mystical expansion" ; for he

was praying. All the ecstasy of religious devotion

was aroused in his soul, and still the character of

his prayer must have been something very differ-

ent from what we are familiar with. Most of us

whohave grown up in associations with churches

and temples think only of prayer as the language

of devotion to a personal God; but this man could

not have been praying to such aGod, for he did

not believe in one. Those of you who are familiar

with the vagaries of Oriental mysticism mayper-

haps be reminded of the Sufi saints of Persia, and

you may think that he supposed himself in rapt

communionwith some great spirit of the universe.

But he did not believe in any metaphysical spirit

of the universe. On the contrary, he had a pro-

found contempt for all metaphysical entities, as

he called them. Those of you who have studied

the peculiarities of the Catholic Church in Eu-

rope may presume that he was in devotion to the

glorified saints of immortal personality; but that

was not possible, as he did not believe in a

personal immortality. Hence, the canonized saints

of the Church could have no meaning to him.

But he was praying, nevertheless. Another

thought, another conviction, lay at the basis of

his worship. It was not to a personal God, not

to any great spirit of the universe, not to any

canonized saint of the Church, but to humanity

that he was praying. Humanity was the great

and supreme spirit at whose altar he was render-

ing up his religious devotion. Am I not right,

when I say that no sanctuary had been the scene

of such a strange and novel worship? But it had

its meaning, nevertheless. This man was no er-

ratic visionary. Who would dare smile at genius ?

And this man had genius, not only genius, but

enormous mental capacity and a vast extent of

knowledge. By the scope of his study, he had

swept the whole domain of science and philosophy.

He it was whoseknowledgehad been so complete

that he was able to gather up the facts whichhad

been discovered by the ages, and out of that

nebulous mass of material to construct acomplete

and systematic science of the sciences, a regularly

co-ordinated hierarchy of knowledge. I would

like, if I had time, to give you an account in

detail of his great theory of development. Iwill,

however, try just to sketch it for you in outline,

though you must pardon me if it be a little

abstract and condensed: it will require but a

moment.

He claimed to have discovered three phases

through which all knowledge and history must

pass. His manner of naming them was a little

unfortunate and misleading. He called them the

theological, the metaphysical, and the positive

stages of knowledge. The theological stage dates

back from the earliest eras of primitive thought,

andcomes down, alas ! even to our century. It rep-

resents that habit of mindwhich is always inclined

to put a personal will back of all phenomena in

the world. Its grossest form, of course, is African

fetichism, the worship of sticks and stones and

amulets, as though they had a human will of their

own; but it is the very same character of mind

that ascends to the lofty theory of monotheism,

and assumes a providential dispensation in arbi-

trary control of all nature. Gradually, the human

mind has been weaning itself from such an unsci-

entific notion, as though, indeed, any will could

interfere with the great law of cause and effect.

But, as the chain of causation must have some

explanation, we have a new metaphysical epoch,

when men attribute all physical activity to some

mysterious entities, quiddities, chemical affinities,

vital forces, spiritual personalities, etc. The crude

use of our modern term of electricity is an illustra-

tion of the same thing, as though giving a name to

something unexplainable was an explanation of

it. Any one can see that such phrases are only

mental abstractions, synonymes for an unknow-

able. There are no such things as essences, quid-

dities, vital forces, and the like. Such an epoch

of thought can only be a transitional one; hence

must arise out of this metaphysical stage the last

and final epoch of human knowledge. Ultimate
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knowledge we have discovered to be an illusion.

Wedo not know God, we do not know nature,

wedonotknowcauses. We are onlyconscious of a

series of evanescent changes in the world. Whence

they come, as to the spirit that moves them, to

what they are tending, we can know nothing.

We will only study that of which we have any

positive knowledge, and we can only have such a

knowledge of these sequences of changes. They

alone must constitute the material of our science

and philosophy, and thus we have the positive

stage ofhuman thought.

and private worship had the cause of humanity as

its only basis of religion. That cause was all the

God that was left to us. Itmust be ourGod.

I know that such a scheme of religion must

appear very novel and strange. And yet, in spite

of that novelty and strangeness, there is some-

thing pleasing and attractive about it. We feel

somehow that it is a religion of ourselves, for our

hearts are touched by it. It does appeal to our

sympathy, for we do love our race, and wedo wish

to see that race join hands in aspiration toward

something higher; but there is a mistake in it,

nevertheless. It does appeal to our sympathies,

but it does not satisfy the natural sense of relig-

ion: there is something wanting there. And yet

Iam convinced that this man has touched the core

of the religious spirit of the nineteenth century.

Men as a rule do not have a definite sense of the

religious spirit which actuates them, and so they

may not recognize in this new religion anything

akin to their own convictions. There is much

about it that is weird and curious, I know. He

made the mistake of swathing it in a mass of

they will not acknowledge it. One almost hesi-

tates to put it into language. We scarcely know

whether to call it puerile or blasphemous, but that

it is a truthful picture Ido most assuredly believe.

There are of course, as I have already intimated,

very different aspects to such an apotheosis. Sys-

tems of theological faiths may have their origin

in the cells of monks or in the studies of philoso-

phers; but the religious spirit of an age will be

born of the life of the people in the world, and

will look very different from the elaborate creeds

and rituals of the churches. Iwant to show you

two such different aspects, and to leave you to

judge of their mistake as abasis of religion.

On the one hand, wehave a curious apotheosis of

our human power and greatness. We have done

so much in manipulating the forces of nature by

our own unaided effort, we have made such new

discoveries as to our supreme position in the uni-

verse, that we have actually been thrown into awe

at our own majesty. It is not the God-man of

Christian theocracy, but the man-God of modern

democracy. The feeling is a prevalent one

ceremonial paraphernalia, which even his own dis- throughout our daily life. You may think you

ciples do not accept; but the spirit of it is just the

same. Iwould like to unswathe this strange new

birth to-day, and to tell you its significance,-not

as a scheme of religion, you understand, but as a

religious spirit that is in various ways, widely,

though half unconsciously, actuating the minds of

men at the present time. We could wish that

that spirit would manifest itself in as pure and

noble a way as this new scheme of religion would

have led us to expect. But we shall meet with it

in very different aspects, when we come to study it

in the world; for the life in the world makes sad

havoc of the systems of religion. But I shall

endeavor to give you a picture of it just as it

actually exists .

Thesewere the three phases which he claimed to

be the three laws of human evolution. By the great

extent of his knowledge, he was able to trace out

thesestages in our human history, and copiously to

illustrate every point in the course of the evolu-

tion. Ihave no intention of discussing the truth

of this new theory of development. It is doubt-

ful, indeed, whether the great synthesis would

stand the test of an elaborate criticism. I only

wish tobring out before you the basis of his new

theory of religion, for it may be that we shall

discover that this religion hasadeeper significance

in our own lives than we would at first suspect.

This philosopher believed that this last and final

epoch was approaching, to this all knowledge was

tending. He felt, I think, that he alone of all

men was emancipated from theology and meta-

physics. He stood out alone in advance of the

world as the sole representative of that stage of

thought that was to prevail throughout all the

future existence of our race. Washe notjustified,

then, in his own mind in presuming to revise the

theories of religious thought as well, to construct

a new religion of positivism, that should be appro-

priate to this stage of development to which

humanity was approaching ? The religious out-

come of such a philosophy was plain. If it be

true that science can only teach us of the passing

movements of unknowable phenomena, then knowl-

edge of them as such can have no purpose in itself.

Wereallycanhave no actual knowledge of them.

We study these transitory phases only so far as

they can become serviceable to our own conven-

ience. We ourselves become the sole aim and

purpose of knowledge. Religion must be based

on aknowledge of something; and,hence, the ho-

rizon of ourselves becomes the horizon of knowl-

edge,-nay, of religion itself. We become the very

basis andpurpose of our own religion. It is not a

religion of God and not a religion of nature, but

a religion of humanity. And now can you appre-

ciatewhat Imean, when I say that the man whom

Ihave been telling you of was praying to human-

ity, on his knees, with his eyes closed, in an

attitude of supreme devotion ? Of course, he had

modified the conception of worship and prayer.

The humanity that he was praying to was no men-

tal abstraction. It comprehended all the dead, the

living, and those who shall live in time to come.

All the souls who struggled to be good and true

went to make up that humanity. "The living are

always and necessarily under the government of

the dead," was his saying. He was not praying in

the sense of petitioning for his daily bread.

Prayer to him was a kind of subjective devotion,

an effusion of gratitude and love to the dead and

the living for what they have been to us, an

aspiration to that humanity that should awaken

in us a sense of union with that humanity and a

devotion to its cause. He had arranged also upon

this basis an entire system of public worship.

This new religion was to have its sacraments and

its feast days, its Bibles and its music, its rituals

and its ceremonies. Nothing was to be wanting

tomake it complete. Everything was designed to

glorify humanity in our hearts. Public devotion

know at least where this new conviction does not

exist. You may tell me of churches and temples

that will be thronged to-day by a multitude of

men and womenwho have come together to bow

in reverential devotion before a will that is out-

side and above them. I tell you I do not trust in

their reverential devotion. When they approach

their churches with liveried teams and in royal

array, when they walk up to the altar clad in

jewels and magnificent apparel, think you they

have a definite sense that theyhave come to bow

in reverence before the majesty of their God? Do

you remember the way that the prophet Micah

summarized the pure religion ofJehovah? "To do

justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly before

thy God. " No : it is with a self-conscious spirit

that they approach their altars; it is with a self-

conscious spirit that they pray: it is this spirit

of self-consciousness that constitutes the basis of

their religion. Here and there, it is true, there

will be some genuine worshippers of their Jeho-

vah. And where they are is holy ground. But

their number is becoming very few. The Church

does not seek so much the glory of God as the

security of its personal power, for the glory of

their God is on the decline. Its maxim has be-

come, Listen to me; but the early Church would

have said, Listen to God. And so even the Church

has come to set up an apotheosis of itself on earth.

I believe that the religious spirit of the nine-

teenth century is an apotheosis of man. I take the

phrase, as you know, from the custom in ancient

Rome of consecrating their emperors into gods.

It was very natural of course, as a reaction from

thedogma of monotheism, which had crushed the

human mind for ages beneath a wheel of abject

awe and fear, that, when once the human spirit

should set itself free, it would assert itself with

an emphasis that could not be mistaken,-human-

ity would make itself the basis of its own religion,

and man would become his own God. The revul-

sion did come. The pent-up personality of man

threw off its submission to the myth of a personal

will that was outside and above it: it laughed the

gods to scorn, and avowed its own sovereignty be-

fore the assembled universe. Shall Igive you a

picture of the curious revolution in religion which

thus took place? The throne of the Almighty

had become vacant : who then should ascend that

throne and assume that august position ? The mul-

titude stood waiting and watching. And, while

the cloud was about the throne and the smoke

of the incense was arising on every side, behold a

new form was seen to make itself visible within

that cloud. The multitude exultingly recognizes

a reflection of itself upon that throne of Heaven.

It is the figure of a glorified humanity. The

trumpets sound, the cloud clears away, the incense

rises, and the multitude falls down in adoration.

And then they lift up their voice in their hymn

of praise : "All power, dominion, and majesty be

given unto thee, O humanity, in heaven and upon

earth: we praise thee, we glorify thee, we ac-

knowledge thee to be our God !" And thus human-

ity has its new religion. Do you think that I am

giving you a caricature of religion? I tell you it

is the heart of agreat mass of the civilized world

that I am holding up to your judgment. Of course,

The real spirit of this exaltation of our own

majesty would seek its legitimate basis upon the

new discoveries of science. It is true that science

does appear to give a specious justification to this

sense of our human superiority. They have begun

to construe nature not as a number of fragmen-

tary processes, but as a unit of evolving forces ;

and thus theyhave elaborated the great new law

of evolution. Providence has been thrown out of

the régime, and man was left to gravitate to his

natural position in the hierarchy. The friends of

theologyhad been afraid that this new law would

affect the superior position of manin nature. But

science would seem to have done just the contrary.

The scheme of evolution appears to close with the

development of man,-the last, the highest, the

mostcomplete effort of nature in all its phases of

development. We stand at the top of nature, we

alone are supreme. What a stimulus to our self-

admiration ! What a ground for our self-apotheo-

sis ! We forget, however, that we are judging of

the universe from our own stand-point. In the

same way, the tiny crystal that makes up the gran-

ite of our mountains, the microscopic coral insect

that builds the islands of the Pacific, might as
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sume in their consciousness, if theyhad one, that | sand. And, of those ten thousand vibrations in

every second, he assumes that that living organism

must be conscious of every one. I have not given

you these illustrations for the sake of showing

you what science can do, but that we may have a

true sense of our material insignificance. It was

a curious piece of credulity that ever led us to

an apotheosis of our material power and great-

For the sake of truth,-yes, for the sake of

they stood at the top of evolution. What do they

know of man? And what, I ask, does man know

of that great extent of life that may lie altogether

outside of his sphere of relations ? If we stand

so much above the crystal and the polyp that at

least we can know what we do not know, why, then

let that superiority display itself by our humility.

Wehave to remember that, if there is a sublimity

in the consciousness of power, there is also sub-❘ religion,-I say, give up this self-conscious spirit

limity in the consciousness of weakness.

But the greatest stimulus to this apotheosis of

human greatness does not come so much from the

decay of the Church as from the new discoveries

of science. It is not our position in nature,but

our power over nature, that leads us to magnify

ourselves. This it is that makes this aspect of our

apotheosis so congenial to America. We have

accomplished so much in a single century ! We

span the rivers with our bridges, we thread our

continent with railways, we girdle the oceans

with our telegraphs, we handle the forces of nat-

ure almost as though we held the reins of the uni-

verse itself. In weight of mass, complexity of

detail, unity of design, we seem to outdo nature

itself. It is the spirit of the self-made man and

theman-made earth ; but what about the forces we

use? Have they noclaim to recognition ? Whence

comes the material with which you construct your

machines ? What is the electricity with which

you girdle the oceans ? Whose is the steam by

which you thread the continent? Did you make

them, that in your pride of power you claim this

universal sovereignty ? Before you put yourself

in comparison with nature, let me give you some

illustrations of what that nature means. Do you

think that we can have any notion of the ex-

tent of space, when we spread our power over its

surface? Ask the astronomer what he knows

about space. He has undertaken to gauge the

star depths, to measure the shape and extent of

the universe itself; and, to some extent, he has suc-

ceeded. He has found that these millions of stars

to which our sun belongs lie in a great flat disk

or plane, with our planetary system somewhere

near the centre. And, in order to make us appre-

ciate the distance across that universe of stars, he

thinks of the time it would take a ray of light to

sweep from our sun to the outmost boundary. A

ray of light starting from our sun at the centre

and moving at the rate of nearly two hundred

thousand miles a second, leaping from planet to

planet, and from sun to sun,-hours, days, weeks,

months, years, and centuries, even to a thousand

years, still it would not be at that boundary. And

then another thousand, and another and another
and another, all the time moving at the rate of

two hundred thousand miles a second, in vain

would it be seeking the outmost limits. And

then, as though to stun us with our own insignifi-

cance, he turns and tells us that even this universe

of stars is only one of the islands in the ocean of

space. But do you think that we have even a

conception of a point of space? The mathema-

tician has taken a single drop of water: he has

accurately calculated the number of separate atoms

in that minute bit of space. And then, to give

us a sense of that number, he thinks of each one

of those atoms magnified to the size of a small

pebble stone, when that one drop of water, with

its mass of pebble stones, would equal the size of

the solid globe of earth itself. But do you think

that we can have a measure in our lives of a mo-

ment of time? Again, the scientist comes in. He

has caught the sound of an insect's wing by an

apparatus of his own : he has counted the number

of separate vibrations in a single second, and he

discovered them to be something like ten thou-

ness.

that is so weak and vain, put aside this sense of

our human superiority that is so crude and unau-

thorized, humble this sense of our human majesty

that is so unwise. We but mock ourselves with

such a puerile presumption. We can have no

basis for religion in such an apotheosis of our-

selves.

a race.

claiming a doctrine of everlasting doom for a great

portion of our race.
One-half in heaven and one-

half in hell, with a great gulf between them, and

still all were brothers ! Neither Judaism nor

Christianity has ever been able to teach a scien-

tific conception of our mutual moral relations as

"Personal salvation" has always been their

watchword. It is true they have wrought nobly

for the salvation of humanity; but theyhave done

it not so much on the ground of ourhuman fellow-

ship as because we were creatures of one Creator,

and that Creator willed it. The aspect is changed.

By nocommandof any majesty, by no power that

is laid upon us from without, do we strive after

one another's moral salvation. There is no such

a thing as a working out of our moral aimby our-

selves as isolated individuals. The great writer

whom Ihave told you about at the beginning ex-

pressed it very plainly,when he said, "Man is an

abstraction : there is nothing real but humanity."

Some one of us perhaps may think that he is mov-

ing on alone to the height of his moral aspirations;

but, at the close, he will find that the movements

of the race will have pushed that height onward,

andhe will find himself beneath another pole than

he anticipated.

There is something glorious, nevertheless, in

this sense of a universal fellowship. It is due, in-

There is, however, another and very different

aspect to this apotheosis of humanity. We have

not simply an exaltation of our power into an

apotheosis of ourselves, which is one phase, but

we have also a consecration of our moral person-

ality into a real religion of humanity; and that is

a very different phase. We recognize the beauty

and worth of such a religion: it is to its spirit that

we must attribute the glorious humanitarian move-

ments in the cause of justice and a true equality

which have been arising in our century. Do you

realize what it means, that assertion of a moral | deed, chiefly to a religion of humanity that for

personality ? It is that doctrine of a man within

the man, that the leaders of our new moral move-

ments have been teaching so plainly,-the notion

of moral personality in every one of us, whichhas

adignity and a worth and a purpose of its own,

however stupendous and overwhelming the out-

side forces maybe. We feel that we have a right

to that personality, that we ought to live it out,

even though it be against the universe itself. Be-

fore Deity itself, if such there be, we would assert

that right and that duty. There is no vanity in

such a consciousness of our moral worth : we

would not be men, if we did not have it. I can

tell you, indeed, of one expression of it in the lan-

guage of poetry, which seems even to come from

a disciple of a supernatural religion. I refer to the

"In Memoriam" of Alfred Tennyson. It is when

the heart is wrung with grief for one that is dead

that it begins to realize the worth of the friend we

have lost. We have then a dawning sense of what

it is to be a man. I doubt, indeed, whether those

who have not their dead to mourn for can ever

have a full sense of the worth of a human soul.

And Tennyson, in his great love and agony at

the thought of his dead friend standing before the

final judgment seat, and liable to condemnation,

the first time we have been able to put this unity

of our race upon a scientific basis. It was true, as

the positivist said, not to the living only do we

stand connected,but we are bound alsoby a law

of continuity with the dead. Not to ourselves

only, but to the ones who have gone before us, d

we owe all that we have and are. Asa race, we

hang together not simplyby a sense of fellowship,

but by the regularity of law. The movements of

our race appear to be evolving upward byan inva-

riable law of their own, just as the movements of

nature go on by their own law of evolution. I

know, at first, it does seem as though there had

been something almost merciless in the encroach-

ments of law upon the domain of arbitrary will.

Only a few centuries ago, and somehow it was

thought that the heavens themselves had some-

thing capricious about them. But the law of their

movements was accurately discovered; andNewton

could have said, if he had wished, Give me the

law of gravitation, and I will construct the scheme

of the heavens as well as the Creator. Chemical

phenomena were supposed subject to arbitrary

transmutations, if only men could discover the

secret of the process, until finally it was discovered

there were no transmutations, and the romance

ventures to raise his voice, and to remind the❘ of alchemy under the new theory of atoms be-

Almighty himself what justice was ; and he was

right. No religion can ever shake our faith in

the positive worth of our moral personality as

individuals. Whatever may be our material in-

significance before the universe at large, within

our own sphere we still have a right to ourselves

and our own nature, and a duty to ourselves to

live that nature out.

But a religion of humanity includes more than

came the science of chemistry. But these bones

and sinews, these moving organisms, they must

be above all law: they act only by vital forces,

as it was said. But the scientist said,No: giveme

the plan of a single living cellule, and Iwill con-

struct all physical life. And then finally came the

thunderbolt into our own lives,-science and

philosophy combined. And they have startled the

civilized world bysaying, Give us the laws of our

that : it tells us not simply of a moral personality | spiritual life and its physical environment, and

in ourselves as individuals, but of a moral unity

in our race as well. It has lifted the religious

aspect from the individual to the race. It con-

ceives not of you and me simply,but of a spirit of

humanity that lives in you and in me, and gives

aunityto ourrace and a universality toour religion.

It is that beautiful notion of a universal brother-

hood. It may appear surprising to some, when I

say that this is essentially a pagan conception, but,

though pagan, profoundly religious nevertheless.

It is true that Christianity did teach such a doc-

trine, but it contradicted its own teaching by pro-

we will construct all society; and it looks as

though they could do it, too. They have gone

back into history; they have taken up its stages

one by one; they have studied all the phases of

each separate stage; they have seen how those

phases combine togive a new stage with its new

phases; they have caught the processes of the

changes, until they have discovered that history,

too, is not a creation, but agrowth. One society

grows out of another, one age grows out of another,

the chain of causation runs through them all; and

so we have an evolution in history as well.
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And does all this make us afraid? Have we

lost our freedom, and are we sunk in the mire of

an outside force ? We forget that we are the

agents of that evolution. It is the laws of our own

nature that we are carrying out, and not the laws

of something that is outside of us. It would be

the stream of our own acts and our own nature

that we would be afraid to follow. It is not some-

thing that is outside of us that explains us. The

laws of astronomy cannotexplain the facts of chem-

istry; atoms and molecules cannot explain physi-

cal life; the living cell cannot explain our spirit-

ual soul-life. Wemayhave the crystal life and the

cell-life: we have also the soul-life, and that is our

own. Let uswelcome, then, this new discovery of

science. We learn that we, too, are not fragments

of moral forces, as it was formerly supposed, but

thatwe belong to a unit of moral evolution which

is going on throughout the race. Nolonger stran-

gers and pilgrims, moving up and down in an

unknown world like fleeting spectres dancing in the

wind, but a great phalanx of living men moving

on to a given goal by the law of their own natures

and by the submission of their own wills,-such

would be the conception of this new scientific

basis of religion. We throw ourselves into this

stream of tendency, we accept its end as our end,

its law as our law: we have become one with our

race, and the religion of humanity has achieved its

end.

creeds and smitten gods, we venture to raise our

voice and say, The universe and its law alone is

great. That is the single thought that I wish to

leave with you to-day,-the thought that there is

asomething besideshumanity, alife and a law, we

may call it, that is larger, more extensive, and

more complete than anythingwe can think of in

ourselves. There is a yearning in almost every

human heart after something that men call God,

and yet we have no knowledge of such an exist-

ence.

And shall the human heart go a-begging

for its religion, seeking through the wide wastes

of thought and finding nothing ? I tell you, No !

Ipoint you to something more genuine and real

than anything which the dreams of mythology can

give. Instead of a God that is outside of nature

andof us, I point you to a universal life to which

we and nature all belong. Instead of a command

that comes upon us from without, I point you to

a law and a process that is going on within. This

universal life is not as the clay to an outside pot-

ter. The potter and the clay are one. I bid you

look at the universal life that is going on all about

you,-the flowers at your feet, the stars overhead,

the crystal, the polyp, and the living soul,-and

ask yourself whether they may not have a com-

mon life and a common law. Study these things

of earth as well as the things of heaven: they, too,

have their worth, for they belong to our existence.

Every new fact discovered, every new law estab-

lished, adds another verse of truth and another

psalm of praise to the great tomes of the world's

Bibles. We shall approach nearer and nearer and

nearer to that life and that law to which we all

belong, and which must give us the basis of our

religion.

The poet from whose hymn of man I have read

you selections to-day was wrong, then, I believe.

It may be true that the God of our fathers is

smitten, and his throne may be vacant; but it is

not true that we have any claim to assume that

position. Thou, too, O man, art smitten! Thy

death may be upon thee as well. When that time

shall come which has been mentioned by the

prophet,-"when all the host of heaven shall be

dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together

as a scroll, when their host shall fall down as a

leaf falleth from the vine and a fig falleth from

the fig-tree," then, too, our spiritual dust may fall

away into the general dissolution. But it will not

be wasted. Out of that dust may arise new exist-

ences as much transcending us as we transcend the

clod at our feet. They, too, will sing their Gloria

in Excelsis . Lift up your heads then, ye gates, be

ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of

glory shall come in. Who is that King of glory ?

Not the Lord, the Lord that was so strong and

mighty, and not the humanity now so great in

its Titanic majesty, but the Universe with its law,

the Life of all lives, the Source of all power,-that

universal Life must be our King ofglory. Glorify

humanity, if you will, make all of it that you can.

Work forhumanity,-work forhumanity with every

bone and sinew. The time is short, the work is

great, and it must be done. Though itbe for an

hour, that one hour may be of unspeakable worth.

Onlydo not make an apotheosis of it. The religion

of the future, when it arises, must arise on univer-

sal foundations. God may have been a chimera,

manmayhave only the life of an hour; but relig-

ion at least must have its foundation upon truth,

and its spirit must reach out into eternity.

But a religion of humanity stops right there,

and there lies its mistake. It builds a great dome

about the unity of our race, with its pillars resting

upon time and its arches within a boundary of

space, and then it exclaims, Within this temple

of humanity must be the basis of all religion

and the seat of all worship ! I believe that is a

mistake. We speak of a personality within that

belongs to ourselves, and that continues the same

in spite of the changes in our lives; and we say

it is the very same I which began with us in the

cradle and goes down with us to the grave. We

think of the race to which we belong. We speak

of its unity; and we say, It is the very same race

which began with the first origin of soul and goes

down to its grave in eternity. But what, I ask,

about that universal life to which our race be-

longs, and which has no birth and no grave at all ?

There lies the defect of a religion of humanity.

It does not take into account the thought of a

something outside of ourselves. There is a Life

beyond our life, a Power outside of our power, a

Majesty above allhumanmajesty. Iam not teach-

ing anydoctrine of theism, for I do not myself be-

lieve in any personal God; but I do most assuredly

believe that we make a mistake in making a God

outofhumanity. Ifyou will worship, reserve your

worship for something outside of yourselves. Ac-

knowledge the dignity and worth of an existence

which is not comprised in you,but in which you

maybe comprised. I do not propose to define that

existence. It is only the fact of that existence

that Iwish to emphasize. I do not intend to-day

to give you any new theory of religion. I am

only suggesting the first thought that must lie at

the basis of all religion. About a century and a

half ago, just after the French monarchy had been

at the pinnacle of its glory, the great King Louis

XIV. lay dead. No monarch in history had been

so worshipped and adored. Majesty itself could

not ask for greater adulation. He had become

the very type of greatness to his people ; and, when

they had come together at the Sainte Chappelle

to pay the last respects to his glory, Massillon, the

funeral orator, with the robes of the Church about

him, raised his voice above the remains of their

adored Louis the Great, and exclaimed, "My broth-

ers, God alone is great." To-day, amid the dying

In opinions look not always back:

Your wake is nothing, mind the coming track;

Leave what you've done for what you have to do;

Don't be "consistent," but be simply true.

-0. W. Holmes .

CORRESPONDENCE.

"FREEDOM OF WORSHIP BILL" IN NEW

YORK.

Editors of The Index:--

The usual orthodox bigotry, though somewhat more

intelligent, is exhibited by the Independent in its con-

sideration of a misnamed "Freedom of Worship

Bill" introduced in the NewYork legislature amonth

ago. Similar bills have been before the legislature

for years, buthave never becomelaws. Last week, a

second bill even "more favorable" to Roman Catho-

lics and "more objectionable" to the Independent

was introduced. The Independent of February 5

says of this bill: "Not only must sectarian services

be allowed in public reformatories where now are

taught only those doctrines common to all Christians ;

but, if the managers thought it desirable to have a

Roman Catholic chaplain, they could not select him

themselves, but must open their doors and provide

'theuse of a proper room' for 'any clergyman' whom

Cardinal McCloskeyor ' other proper authority' might

designate. The bill is absurd as well as sectarian;

but, nevertheless, there is great danger that it will

bemade a law."

Ipointed out to the Independent that it inconsist-

ently desired the State to teach "doctrines common

to all Christians," and that those "common to all

Christians" were not common to all civilians ; but, as

ithas seen fit not to publish my criticism, I offer the

letter to the public through The Index.

A. L. L.

State Taxation : Shall it be for Sectarian or for

Secular Purposes?

Editor of the Independent :-

Sir, In the Independent of January 22, which was

handed me by a friend, I find an editorial article

entitled "A Sectarian Bill at Albany." Your criti-

cism of this measure is wise and broad, but it does

not go deep enough. You overlook the significant

fact that Christianity is itself a religious sect, and, as

a sect, falls under your condemnation of sectarian

sacraments in public institutions. And you are in-

consistent in urging Catholics to acquiesce in purely

Christian sacraments, telling them that the " Lord's

Prayer" and the "Ten Commandments" are no more

Protestant than they are Catholic, and that, there-

fore, they have no right to protest. The Romanist

justly demands that, if Christian sacraments, such as

you have mentioned, be administered at all, they

receive the authoritative interpretation and sanction

of his Church. These ceremonies are considered val-

uable mainly because of their supposed sacramental

character. You, however, in effect maintain that

the Catholic subject should not see these doctrines

through the eyes of his Church, but through his own

eyes, which is a Protestant mode of procedure. And

you further inconsistently and unrighteously demand

that the public, which is composed of many sects of

religion besides the Christian, should all acquiesce

in Christian sacraments, ceremonies, or worship !

To restate what seems to me your glaring incon-

sistency, you would not be satisfied with the State

establishment of Jewish sacraments for public insti-

tutions; and yet you expect secularists and not

merely Romanists-to be satisfied with the obtrusion

of ceremonies that are clearly Christian.

All true secularists object to the obtrusion of any

sectarian sacraments-Christian, Mormon, Jewish, or

other-on State subjects or democratic citizens. Let

the Church "mind her own affairs," and the State

"will attend its proper cares ."

The benighted ones in reformatories, penitentiaries,

etc., may properly be enlightened by the State con-

cerning sceular, and not sectarian, needs, interests,

privileges , rights, duties, laws, etc.; and such enlight-

enment would of itself tend to the altruistic develop-

ment of their spiritual life, without the fear of fire or

the cant of creeds. The care of the State is enlight-

ened discipline, not ecclesiastical doctrine.

But this will never suit the sectarian spirit. The

Christian Statesman, the organ of the sectarianization

of this government, demands that the Constitution of

the United States be changed so as to make this

nation unequivocally Christian and the Bible the

source of laws. I know not what stand you take

concerning thisdemand,but Ido know that the posi-

tion you took in your criticism of the "Freedom of
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Worship Bill" is the same in principle as this de-

mand. You want Christian worship and services,

-not Protestant nor Romanist, it is true, but still

"Christian."

The taxation of citizens for the employment at

present of chaplains in the army, navy, legislature,

and various public institutions; the indirect taxation

of citizens for church property; the churches, as has

been well said, pharisaically shaking the publican

(tax-collector) from their skirts by shirking the taxa-

tion of their vast amount of real estate; the violation

of the rights of non-Christian children in our public

schools by the sacramental reading of the Christian

Bible and the singing or chanting of Christian hymns,

-all this is a monstrous injustice to the equal rights

of all. So does the State, whose ideal is a national

secularity, still patronize the loyalty of a sect and

pauperize the liberty of the soul .

The Church's aggressive sectarian spirit even sways

our courts of justice into unjust discrimination in

regard to the credibility of witnesses. One maybe

anon-Christian, and may believe that natural law is

not God's fiat, but his faith to truth (everlasting faith-

fulness), and that such faith by man may be shown

in the righteous life; yet, though he hold to this

belief, and from this belief have a strong conviction

that his own untruthfulness would render him spir-

itually destitute, and that such a classification among

the destitute is adarker death than an orthodox hell

can possibly be, he would still, in consequence of

such noble belief, be dishonored or disbelieved in

many of our courts of justice, while the veriest hypo-

crite, believing in the validity of future justice, would

behonored and believed !

In short, a man may have the best character,-may

ever in his undertakings be swayed by true faith, and

never by fear; may be unable to subscribe to the

delusion of post-mundane punishment; may be will-

ing to givehis testimony underthe pains and penal-

ties of perjury, and his evidence may be of the utmost

importance to justice,-yet the Church, beckoning to

the State, directs that his testimony be excluded, thus

laying a heavy tax on his credit as a witness. Be-

hold sectarianism and secularism face to face!

ALBERT L. LEUBUSCHER.

WATER MILLS, SUFFOLK Co., N.Y., Jan. 28, 1885.

BOOK NOTICES .

HARRIET MARTINEAU. " Famous Women" Series. By

Mrs. F. Fenwick Miller. Boston: Roberts Brothers .

Price $1.00 .

This is the tenth volume in this popular series . It

is somewhat remarkable that so many of the famous

womenthus far selected as the subjects of these biog-

raphies are women whose views on religious matters

were and are considered decidedly heterodox, among

them being George Eliot, George Sand, Mary Woll-

stonecraft, Margaret Fuller, and Harriet Martineau;

while the next issue will be the Life of Madame

Roland. The reading world, while not yet ready

to indorse the broad theological conclusions of these

thinkers, cannot refuse to acknowledge their re-

splendent genius in other departments of investiga-

tion and thought.

The present volume has already shared the fate of

several of the recent biographies of the distinguished

dead, and has been well advertised by the public con-

tradiction of more or less important points in the rela-

tion by the living friends of the dead genius. One of

Mrs. Miller's chief concerns in writing this life seems

to have been to redeem the character of Harriet Mar-

tineau from the appearance of hardness and unamia-

bility with which her own autobiography impresses

the reader In her faithful endeavors to do this, she

felt obliged to give her impressions, gained from read-

ing family and personal letters of Miss Martineau,

and from familiar converse with relatives and other

friends who knew her heroine intimately, that the

repression forced upon her by a mother's sternness,

and her favorite brother's lack of sympathy with and

even coldness toward her in later years , were domi-

nating causes of much that seemed, but was not,

harsh and stern in hernature. Naturally, that brother,

still living, with other near relatives, is resenting

this imputation on the memory of one upon whose

character even Mrs. Miller does not attempt to cast a

reflection, save that she was lacking in sympathy

with the work and appreciation of the worth of her

talented daughter. Other representations, made in

all honesty by Mrs. Miller in regard to Miss Marti-

neau's relations toward other members of her family,

are also denied and explained by those whom they

most concern. But with these matters the public,

who of the Martineau family knew and cared only

for Harriet and her most distinguished brother, is

not particularly interested. It is, however, some-

thing worth while to know that Mrs. Miller's more

softened portraiture of her in this volume is confessed

to be, even by these indignant relatives, nearer like

the real Harriet Martineau than is shown in the self-

portrayal in the autobiography. The reason for the

acrid spirit manifest in that Mrs. Miller explains by

showing under what peculiar and unhappy circum-

stances it was written.

Among those circumstances were the facts that it

was written hastily immediately after the skilful

physicians, whom she had consulted inregard to her

failing health,had given it as their opinion that death

was imminent; and at the time, hurrying to complete

it before it was too late (although she lived more than

twenty years thereafter), she was in a sensitive state

of mind, caused, among other things, by the follow-

ing circumstances, as related by Mrs. Miller:-

"The announcement in the press that her illness

was fatal revived the discussion of her infidelity, and

brought down upon her a whole avalanche of signed

and anonymous letters, of little tracts, awe-inspiring

hymns, and manuals of divinity. The letters were

controversial, admonishing, minatory, or entreating;

but, whatever their character, they were all agreed

upon one point,--namely, that her unbelief in Chris-

tianity was a frightful sin of which she had been

guilty. They all agreed in supposing that it was

within her own volition to resume her previous faith,

and that she would not only go to eternal perdition,

if she did not put on again her old beliefs, but that

she would richly deserve to do so for her wilful

wickedness.... Conscious as she was of the purity of

her motives in uttering her philosophical opinions ,

she found herself suddenly spoken to by a multitude,

whom she could not but know were mentally and

morally incapable of judging her, as a sinner worthy

of their pity and reprobation. Knowing that she had

long been a teacher in advance of the mass of society

in knowledge and power of thought, here were a

crowd of people talking to her in the tones which

they might have adopted toward some ignorant in-

mate of a prison. What wonder that her wounded

self-esteem seemed for a little while to pass into

vanity, when she had to remind the world, from

which such insults were pouring in, of all that she

had done for its instruction in the past! What won-

der that the strength which was summed up to bear

with fortitude this species of modern martyrdom

seemed to give a tone of coldness and hardness to

writing of so personal a kind!"

Mrs. Miller, however, succeeds in this volume in

showing us an altogether different side to her charac-

ter, a home-loving, neighborly, bright-natured, ten-

der-hearted, witty, lovable, and altogether womanly

woman, as well as the clear thinker, the philosophi-

cal reasoner, and comprehensive writer whom we

already knew .

It is interesting to note in the order of her earlier

writing the natural bent of her sympathies and the

progressive development of her intellectual powers.

Her first published essay, written for the Monthly

Repository in 1822, under a masculine signature, was

oneinbehalf of her own sex, on the subject of "Fe-

male Writers of Practical Divinity" ; and all through

her life she was a consistent and earnest pleader for

the rights of woman. The first published volume

was a religious work, entitled Devotional Exercises .

After these two subjects of womanhood and religion

came her studies of political economy, embodied in

the short stories in tract-form which first made her

famous . Except in the development of the softer

and more domestic phases of Miss Martineau's char-

acter, there is not much that is essentially new in this

work; but this in itself was a work well worth doing,

and it has been well done by Mrs. Miller. S. A. U.

EDGAR ALLAN POE. "American Men of Letters" Se-

ries . ByGeorge E.Woodberry. Boston: Houghton,

Mifflin & Co. 1885. Price $1.25.

There is nothing very inspiring in this biography.

One closes it with a sense of pain. It is the calm, un-

sparing record of an undisciplined, unbalanced, sor-

rowful life. Mr. Woodberry is an excellent biogra-

pher, since he "nothing extenuates nor sets down

aught in malice," but goes to work conscientiously to

describe an anomalous character in the details of his

business and social relations in the most just but

prosaic manner.

To the student of the laws of heredity, the trivial

details of Poe's many shortcomings, as shown in this

volume, can only elicit a sigh of pity and regret for

the poor victim of an unbalanced inherited nature.

His parents were poverty-stricken actors, who died

in comparative youth. Poe's adoption by a wealthy

family, who were more proud of his talents and

childish beauty than careful to curb his worst tend-

encies, did him no good, except in giving him an

education which made his poems of a higher char-

acter than they would otherwise havebeen.

It would enhance the value of his poems, not to

know so well the true character of the poet. He

seems to have been one of the most erratic of gen-

iuses. He deliberately threw away every chance of

success open to him. Mr. Allan, his adoptive father,

forgave his eccentric, ungrateful, and costly way.

wardness over and over again; but Poe seems to

have been a born Bohemian, and was never con-

tented to " let well enough alone."

The one bright rift in his self-ruined life was his

attachment to his aunt and mother-in-law, Mrs.

Clem, and her daughter Virginia, his cousin and

child-wife. But even this attachmentwas abnormal,

and it seems to us in the recital was abnormally re-

turned. That a young man, finely educated, reared

amid wealth, luxury, and culture, should deliber-

ately and for an apparent whim ruin all his best

prospects in life, outrage the feelings of his benefac-

tors, rush into the hard life of a soldier, then, leav-

ing this by dishonorable methods, find his best satis-

faction as the protégé of a poor aunt, whose dainty,

thirteen-year-old daughter he is permitted, strangely

enough, to marry when he was twiceher age, sounds,

in its truth, as strangely weird a romance as any of

those he wrote. And stranger still it is to learn that

in both mother and daughter, his aunt and his wife,

he foundhis most adoring admirers. This fact is the

strongest evidence the book affords in his praise.

Selfish, unreliable, ungrateful, and erratic, it seems

almost incredible that he could ever have kept any

friends; and yet he had many. In a rhapsodical sort

of letter addressed to his whilom friend, James Rus-

sell Lowell, Poe pretty accurately sums up his own

character: "My life," he writes, "has been whim, im-

pulse, passion, a longing for solitude, a scorn of all

things present in an earnest desire for the future."

Even to the last sad days of his life, his nature re-

mained unchanged; and with a prosperous career still

open to him, with the hope of a brilliant woman's

love and care made possible for him, he died the

death of a drunkard in a city hospital, among stran-

gers, with no friend near.

Mr. Woodberry's analysis of Poe's literary merit is

a careful and honest one. He gives him praise and

blame inan impartial manner. He accuses him, how-

ever, of perhaps unconscious imitation of the greater

poets and repetition of his own thoughts. Aconsid-

erable portion of the book is devoted to this critical

analysis.
S. A. U.

In the Art Amateur for February, the eye is first

attracted by some very pleasing designs. They are a

cluster of asters for a dessert plate, a very graceful

bunch of wisteria for a panel or tile, a quaint little

squirrel nibbling his nut for a blotter or brass work,

and humorous designs for doilies of the signs of the

Zodiac. Besides these are many ecclesiastical de-

signs and jewellers' patterns. Those who remember

the singular picture of Joan of Arc, lately exhibited

at the Art Museum, will be interested in the short

sketch of the painter, Bastine Le Page, who died last

December. He was a man of exemplary life and an

earnest artist, although he lacked the higher qualities

of creative imagination. Another biographical sketch

is of Janson Chelminski, a Russian Pole, who has

acquired reputation for his life-like pictures of hunts-

men and horses. He has come to this country to

reside, attracted by the free life of the "Western

plainsmen and Indians." Let us hope that he will

preserve for us the most picturesque features of a

formof life which will soon pass away. MargaretBer-

tha Wright is a little satirical and severe in herdash-

ing criticism of "Women's Work in American Art

Galleries," but this is far better than indiscriminate

praise or contemptuous silence. The engravings from

Chelminski's "Clase" and from George Wharton

Edwards' water-colors are very spirited.
E. D. C.

!
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3.00

trative Nihilism.....

Critiques andAddresses

Science and Culture .

3.00

1.50

INGERSOLL'S (R. G.) Lectures Complete

inonevolume, 1.306pages..

JAMES (HENRY, JR.). The Portrait of a

Lady

EMERSON (R. W.). Essays. First Series, 1.50

Essays. SecondSeries.....
Miscellanies..

Representative Men.

English Traits

Conductof Life...

Poems

MayDay, and Other Pieces ..

Society and Solitude....

Letters and SocialAims ...

ENNIS (JACOB). The Origin of the Stars,
and the Causes of their Motions and

theirLight

1.50

1.50

1.50 JESUS: HIS OPINIONS AND CHARAC-

1.50 TER. The New Testament Studies of

1.50 aLayman....

1.50 JEVONS (W. S.). MoneyandtheMechan-
1.50

1.50

2.00

6.00

FISKE (JOHN). Myths andMythmakers, 2.00
Outlines of Cosmic Philosophy...

The UnseenWorld, andOther Essays ...

FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHIP IN RE-

LIGION. AVolume of TenEssays,by

D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow,

Samuel Johnson, John Weiss, O. В.

Frothingham, W. J. Potter, F. E.

Abbot, J. W. Chadwick. T. W. Higgin-

son, and Mrs. E. D. Cheney, and ad-

dresses by Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

Robert Dale Owen, and others.....

FROTHINGHAM (0. B.). History of

Transcendentalism in New England.
With Portrait of theAuthor.....

The Religion of Humanity ..

The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of

2.00

ism of Exchange..

JOHNSON (OLIVER). Wm. Lloyd Garri-

son and his Times. With Portrait and

Introduction by J. G. Whittier

JOHNSON (SAMUEL). Oriental Relig-
ions, and their Relation to Universal

Religion:

.50

1.50

1.25

1.50

5.00

2.00

1.50

1.75

PRATT (WM. , M.D.). A Physician's Ser-

mon to Young Men..

PROCTOR (R. A. ). Other Worlds than

Ours: ThePlurality of Worlds studied

under the Light of Recent Scientific

Researches. Illus ....

Light Science for Leisure Hours . A Se-

ries of Familiar Essays on Scientific

Subjects

.25

2.50

1.75

The Moon: Her Motions . Aspect, Scen-

ery, andPhysical Conditions. Illus .. 3.50

The Expanse of Heaven. A Series of

Essays on the Wonders oftheFirma-

ment

OurPlace among Infinities . A Series of

Essays contrasting our Little Abode

in Spaceand Timewith the Infinities

around us . To which are added

Essays on the Jewish Sabbath and

Astrology...

2.00 QUATREFAGES (A. de). The Natural

5.00

2.00

1.75

RIBOT (T. H.). Heredity: A Psychologi-

cal Study on its Phenomena, its Laws,10.50

lution
.50

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

History ofMan...

TheHuman Species

1.00

2.00

India

China 5.00

RAPHALL (MORRIS J.). History ofthe

Jews from 420 B. C. E. to the year 70

C.E. 2 vols.. 4.00

LANGE (F. A.). History of Materialism.

3vols.

LECKY (W. E. H.). History of the Rise

and Influence of the Spirit of Ration-

alism in Europe. 2 vols..

its Causes, and its Consequences....... 2.00

English Psychology.
1.50

Diseases of Memory. 150
4.00

History ofEuropean Morals fromAugus-

tus to Charlemagne. 2 vols ...... 3.00
1.50

ROGERS (J. E. T.) Six Centuries ofWork

and Wages. The History of English
Labor

2.50

1.50

1.75

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.50 Spirit ofthe NewFaith.

Les

ARNOLD (EDWIN). The Light ofAsia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama.

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

The Safest Creed

Knowledge and Faith 1.00

Life of Gerrit Smith 2.00

Creedand Conduct 1.00

1.00
The Rising and the Setting Faith 1.00

Visions of the Future ... 1.00

ARNOLD (MATTHEW). Essays in Criti- Life of Theodore Parker.. 2.00

cism..
2.00

George Ripley.. 1.25

GodandtheBible

Literature andDogma

1.50

1.50 FULLER (MARGARET). Women in the
Nineteenth Century. 1.50

BAIN (ALEXANDER). Mental Science:
Life without and Life within.....

ACompendium of Psychology andHis- 1.50
AtHomeandAbroad. 1.50

toryof Philosophy
1.50

却心 The Emotions and the Will.. 500

Moral Science: ACompendium of Ethics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS). HereditaryGenius
EnglishMenof Science..

2.00

1.00
Inquiries into Human Faculty and its

Relations
1.50 Development... 3.00

The Senses andthe Intellect 5.00

BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of erty

Life. 2 vols ...

The Beginnings of Life; or, The Modes
5.00

GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the

1.00

ofOrigin ofLowerOrganisms. 2vols. 5.00
Evolutionand the Origin of Life

Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6vols .
2.00

BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous-
1.50

ness

EatingandDrinking .....
.75

Stimulants and Narcotics.

OurHome Physician: APopular Guide

to theArtof Preserving Health and

TreatingDisease. 6.00

BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. ANovel of New York ..

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-

calWorks. Illustrated

1.50

2.50

BUCKLE'S ( H. T.) History of Civilization

inEngland..
4.00

Essays, witha Biography of the author..

BUECHNER'S Force and Matter

1.00

3.25

:

BURNS (ROBERT). Complete Works ....

CARLETON (WILL) . Farm Festivals.

Illus...

1.00

2.00

FarmLegends. Illus .....

Farm Ballads. Illus ..... 2.00

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits andMaps. 6 vols .....

French Revolution. 2 vols .

7.50

2.50

Oliver Cronwell . 2 vols .....
2.50

Critical andMiscellaneous Essays . With

Portrait. 2 vols ...... 3.50

2

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With

Portraits. 2vols...
4.00

CHADWICK (J. W.). TheBible of To-day, 1.50

The Faith of Reason 1.00

TheMan Jesus .. 1.00

CHANEY(G. L.). F. Grant&Co.; or, Part-

nerships. A Story for the Boys who

meanBusiness... 1.25

Tom. AHome Story . 1.25

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-

lessness .

The Secret of GoodMemory

The Secret of aClearHead...

Common Mind Troubles

How to make the Best of Life ....

Series...

The Study of Psychology, its

Scope, andMethod..

.25 LONGFELLOW'S Poetical Works. 2 vols. 7.00

1.00

5.00

1.00 LUBBOCK (SIRJOHN). Origin of Civili-
zation, and the Primitive Condition of

Man...

Pre-historic Times, as illustrated byAn-

cient Remains, and the Manners and

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus.. 5.00

12.00

.50

50

.50

.50

.50

2.00

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The
Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus .. ٠١٠٠ 8.00

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK (W. H.). Is Life Worth Living? 1.25
Social Equality..

Property andProgress 1.00

1.50

ROMANES (G. J.). Animal Intelligence.. 1.75
The Scientific Evidences ofOrganicEvo-

SAVAGE(M. J.). BeliefinGod.

Morals of Evolution ..

Beliefs aboutMan

Talks aboutJesus

Beliefs about the Bible .

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her

Riddles

Bluffton. AStory of To-day

SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory

1.00

ofDescent and Darwinism. Ilus...... 1.50

SCHROEDER (DR. KARL). A Manualof

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.
Translated from the German. Illus ... 3.50

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs .

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley.
Chemistry

Physics

Physical Geography.

Geology...

Physiology

Astronomy.

Logic....

Inventional Geometry

Piano-fortePlaying ...

NaturalResources of the United States.

SCOTT'S Complete Poetical Works. Illus. 8.00

Physiology ofMind....

BodyandWill: Being anEssay concern-

ing Will in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical,and PathologicalAspects 2.50 SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols ........... 15.00

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-
lyle...

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON). The

Organs of Speech and their Apulica-

tion in the Formation of Articate

Sounds....
GRAY (ASA). Darwiniana : Essays and

Reviews pertaining to Darwinism

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2vols. 4.00 MILL (JOHN STUART). The Positive

HAECKEL (ERNST) . The History of

Creation; or, The Development of the

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes. Illus. 2 vols.

The Evolution of Man. 2 vols..

FreedominScienceand Teaching ......
HALLOWELL (R. P.). The Quaker Inva-

sion of Massachusetts ..

5.00

5.00

1.00

1.25

HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy..... 2.00

2.00 HAMMOND (DR. W. A.). A Treatise on

CHILD (LYDIA MARIA). Aspirations of

theWorld: AChainof Opals ........... 1.25
Looking toward Sunset...

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

Appendixby WendellPhillips. With
Portrait...

2.50

Diseases of the Nervous System ...... 5.00

HARDY (ARTHUR S.). But yet aWoman 1.25

HARRIS (J. C.). UncleRemus: His Songs

and Sayings . The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus.. 1.50

HARTMANN (EDUARD VON), Philos-

ophy of the Unconscious. Speculative

Results according to the Inductive

Methodof Physical Science. 3 vols ... 9.00

HAWLEY (F. B.). Capital and Popula-
tion:AStudy of the Economic Effects

of their Relations to each other........ 1.50

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL). The

Scarlet Letter.........

The House of the Seven Gables..

HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-
ative First Cause

Freedomof theWill

HELMHOLTZ (H.) . Popular Lectures on
Scientific Subjects . WithanIntroduc

tionby Prof. Tyndall.......

Second Series

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus...

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment....

Young Folks' History of the United

1.25

Philosophy of Auguste Comte.......

Political Economy

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

Liberty, both in one vol..

Representative Government....

Three Essays onReligion....

MILLS (C. D. B.). Gems of the Orient.
Buddhaand Buddhism...

MUELLER (F. MAX). Lectures on the

Chips from a GermanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, andCustoms. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, andAn-

tiquities. Vol. IV. ComparativePhi-

lology, Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol., $2.00;
theset

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a
Translation of the Dhammapada, or
Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustrated by the Relig-

ions of India

1.25 OORT(DR. H.) and HOOKYAAS (DR. I.).
The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study oftheBible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges ...

.75

2.00

2.00

Vol. II . Kings andProphets

Vol. III . New Testament...

1.50 OSWALD (FELIX L., M.D.). Physical

Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature....4.00

1.50

1.50

1.25

1.50

CLARK (EDW. H., M.D.). Sexin Educa-
tion 1.25

The Building of a Brain 1.25

CLODD (E.) . The Childhoods ofReligions .

Asimple account of the Birth and

Growth of Myths and Legends ....

States

1.25

COBBE (FRANCES POWER). TheDuties

Margaret Fuller Ossoli

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

of Women.....
Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M. D.). The SacredAnthology, 2.00

TheEarthward Pilgrimage...

Idols and Ideals .

ingPlace
1.75

1.75

1.50

Demonology and Devil Lore. 2 vols ..... 7.00
Emerson at Home andAbroad.

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture, and

Other Essays .....

The New Chemistry.

1.50

TheMystery ofPain

Physiology for Practical Use ........

HOLLAND (F. M. ). Reign of the Stoics..
Stories fromRobert Browning

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing... Paper, 35 cts.; cloth,

1.00 HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The

2.00

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE) . Illus-

tratedEdition. Complete in16vols ... 20.00

DANA(R. H.) . Two Yeare before the Mast, 1.50

DARWIN(CHARLES). Origin of Species, 2.00
Descent of Man......

1.00

2.25

1.25
1.50

50

2.00

Autocrat of the Breakfast Table....... 2.00

The Professor at the Breakfast Table....
The Poet at the Breakfast Table....

Poems..

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Elsie Venner

3.00

2.00

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.) . The Lady of the

HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-
moir and Portrait. 2 vols .. 3.50

1.00

1.75

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

Memoirand Portrait. 2 vols ........

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women..

SMITH'S Ancient History,from the Earli-

estRecords to the Fall of the Western

Empire. Illus. 3 vols....

3.50

3.00

6.00

1.50 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00
2.50

10.00

STEWART (S. J. ). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatitis andhowitGrew.. .25

STICKNEY (ALBERT). A True Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of"Stod-

dard Lectures ," etc. Red-LetterDays

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful

illustrations ..
5.00

2.00 STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-2.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

town Folks. ANew England Novel... 1.50

landStory

STRAUSS (D. F.) . The Old Faith and the

New...

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

oweto each other.

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-
ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-
fiveYears..

1.00 TYNDALL (JOHN) . Heat as a Mode of

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

ofthe ChristianReligion and the Sig-

nificanceof itsRise andDecline..... 1.00

PAINE (THOMAS) . Age of Reason.......

Complete Works ...

PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

theWorld of Matter and the World of

Mind

.50

7.00

1.50

1.00Prayers by Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of
Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools and Families. .75

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

theReligion and Philosophy of Eman-

uel Swedenborg

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.

Motion

Fragments of Science.

LightandElectricity.

Lessons in Electricity.

Hours of Exercise intheAlps...

BelfastAddress...

UNDERWOOD (B. F.) . Essays and Lect-
ures

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free

Thought ..

VOGEL (A.). APractical Treatise on the

Diseasesof Children. Illus ...

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50

1.00

1.75

4.50

VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

WALKER (PROF. F. A.). Wages ..

Money..
3.501.25

4.00

Money, Trade, and Industry.
1.502.00

With Portraits. 2 vols .....
2.00 4.00

1.25
Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

2.00

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6
vols . Illus .

10.00

2.00
traits. 3 vols... 6.00

FamousAmericans of Recent Times ....

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits . Illustra-

2.00
tory Liquor Laws

WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-
1.25

The Social Law of Labor...
1.50

tion. 2 vols.....

Journal of Researches..

Emotional Expression..

Animals and Plants under Domestica-

tions. 2 vols.. 6.00 WEISS(JOHN). Life andCorrespondence

Aroostook ....

Insectivorous Plants
5.00

2.00

The Undiscovered Country..

1.50

1.50

PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART) . The
of Theodore Parker

4.00

GatesAjar ..... 1.50
AmericanReligion

1.50

Beyond the Gates. 1.50
The ImmortalLife

1.50
ClimbingPlants

Doctor Zay .. 1.25
Wit, Humor, and Shakespeaге 2.00

Forms ofFlowers...

Orchids fertilized by Insects

Fertilization in the Vegetable Kingdom. 2.00
1.75

3.00

1.50

Complete set, 13 vols ..

Vegetable Mould, etc..

Power ofMovement inPlants.
2.00

Travels andResearches

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-

.75

1.50

PIERCE (EDWARD L.) . Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newly engraved LikenessesofSumner.

2vols....

WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

Growth of Language .
1.50

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works,with Portrait 2.00

traits.. 6.00 WILSON (HENRY). Rise and Fall of the1.50

25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays 1.50 POPE'SEssay onMan .50 Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols ....... 9.00..

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a
Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols......

LEWES (G. H.). Biographical History of
3.00

Philosophy. 2 vols ..... 4.00

Physiology of Common Life. 2 vols.....

The Story of Goethe's Life

Problems of Life and Mind.

3.00

1.50

First Se-

ries . 2 vols.. 6.00

The Physical Basis of Mind. Second

3.00

Object,
2.00

1.00

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols 15.00
Botany

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Body and Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

ence to MentalDisorders Political Economy.
2.00

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

Science ofLanguage..

Principles of Biology. 2 vols... 4.00

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols .. 4.002.50
Principles of Sociology. 2 vols......

4.00
1.50

Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00
250

Universal Progress .....
200

1.50 Essays, Moral, Political, Esthetic...... 2.00
1.25 Social Statics.

2.00
Data of Ethics

1.25

2.00 Study of Sociology.
1.50

Education
1.25

STALLO (J. B.). The Concepts and Theo-

ries ofModernPhysics...
1.75
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Prescott's History. ONEMILLION
“

HISTORY of the REIGN of FERDINAND and

ISABELLA, the Catholic. By WILLIAM H. PRESCOTT, Corresponding one .

Member of the French Institute, Member of the RoyalAcademy of His-

tory at Madrid, etc.

Illustrated Library Edition, in two volumes, small

octavo, including portrait and other illustrations. Long Primertype, fine

heavypaper, fine cloth, gilt tops. Price per set, $2.00, postage 28 cts.

Popular Edition, from the same plates as the above, the

two volumes bound in one,uniform in size and equivalent in quality to

the Caxton editions of Irving, etc. Price, $1.25, postage 15 cts.

"At the price, considering the quality of the work, the

booksare marvelously cheap."-Morning Herald, Rochester, N. Y.

COPIESwill

soonbe sold

TWENTY

YEARS
OF CONGRESS-By James G. Blaine. The

only history of our Government from 1861 to 1881

Hon. John S.Wise, M. C. fromVa., says . Whoevertakes

it up, nomatter whether he be Mr. Blaine's friend or

enemy, will neverput it down until he has read the
$200 per month to good agents. Apply atdot dismiss the book without observing that it is once, The Henry Bill Pub. Co., Norwich, Ct..

beenmad

and sufficient

century. "

P

18
sing as well as most valuable contributions that have

tory; that it is the only one that gives us a faithful

od so momentous as the latter half of the fif-

aum.

teenth

" The history needs .

sidered a standard history of the times of which the author writes. How

Mr. Alden can print and bind such books at such a price is a wonder. If

this does not induce hundreds to read it now who never read it before, it will

be awonder. "--Southern Churchman, Richmond, Va.

10 words
of praise

; it has long
been

con-

" This standard work of the celebrated historian is too well-

known to need any word of commendation here. Mr. Alden has rendered

important service to the reading public in bringing it out in its present

"Previous editions of this work have exhausted its praises form. The edition is really anexcellent one. It has numerous illustrat
andthe volumes are too well-known to need an extended review."-Pioneer

Press, St. Paul, Minn.

" His work is as entertaining as the tales of Sir Walter Scott.

It is the marvelous cheapness of publication and quality of the mechanical

work that attract notice."-The Midland, St. Louis, Mo,

"Mr. Prescott's work is one of the most successful histori-

cal productions of our time. In a word, he has, in every respect, made a

mostvaluable addition to our historical literature."-Edinburgh Review.

" Prescott's works themselves need no commendation now.

This is one of the most romantic of histories. This edition is compact, in large

type, neatly bound, and cheap."-Presbyterian Journal, Philadelphia, Pa.

" One of the very finest histories of modern times, written by

anauthor of rare felicity of diction, fervor of imagination, accuracy of state-

ment, and exquisite beauty of style. Every one who reads at all should

read Prescott."-Presbyterrian , Philadelphia, Pa.

tions, and all the author's valuable notes. It is fit to appear in any library.

And yet these two handsome volumes are sold at the exceedingly low price

of $2. Surely the publisher cannot fail to find an extensive sale for this val-

uable work at such a low price."-Methodist Recorder, Pittsburgh, Pa.

COUPON
This Coupon will be received in lieu of 25 cents cash, toward the

25 CENTS. price of PRESCOTT'SHISTORY, if sentwithintendaysfromdateof
this paper (mention name of paper). This offer is to secure your

PROMPT response and indicate the paying advertising mediums.

100-PAGE CATALOGUE sent free. The best lit-

erature of the world at the lowest prices ever known. Books

sent for EXAMINATION BEFORE PAYMENT

on reasonable evidence of good faith. Address

P. O. Box 1227.

JOHN B. ALDEN , Publisher,

393 Pearl Street, New York.

Wonder-Books
WONDER-BOOKS in no trifling sense, but the best

literature of the world presented in excellent and attractive

form, at prices solow as to excite universal " wonder. "

LIBRARY of STANDARD HISTORY. Containing

in one volume, imperial octavo, good type, with numerous fine illustra-

tions, the whole richly bound in fine cloth, ornamented, the following

celebrated works, unabridged :

GREEN'S Larger HISTORY of the ENGLISH PEOPLE.

CARLYLE'S HISTORY of the FRENCH REVOLUTION.

CREASY'S Fifteen DECISIVE BATTLES of the WORLD.

SCHILLER'S HISTORY of the THIRTY YEARS' WAR.

HARPER & BROTHERS' lowest price for these four great works

is $14.50 ; my price is $2.50; postage 40 cents extra.

"Awonder-book in more senses than one. The idea of put-

ting a work like this at only $2.50 per copy, seems preposter-

ous ; and yet there is wisdom in it , for everybody will want it,

and it will thus be the means of advertising and introducing

the numerous other valuable books whichthe publisher is put
ting forward. ”—Christian at Work, New York City.

" It is truly a marvel of skill and a triumph of modern me-

chanical art that such a noble volume can be furnished at so

small a cost. Whether we admire its large proportions, beau-

ILLUSTRATED

HISTORY,

Poetry, Classics .

LIBRARY of CLASSIC PROSE. In one imperial oc-

tavo volume of about 900 pages, handsome type, and fine cloth binding,

ornamented, the following famous essays and works :

Macaulay's Essays on Milton.

John Stuart Mill On Liberty.

P. G. Hamerton's The Intellectual Life.

Herbert Spencer on Education.

Great Thoughts from Greek Authors.
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"MRS. ELIZABETH CADY STANTON," says one of

our city dailies, "is a woman who stubbornly re-

fuses to grow old, at least in her intellect. Age
does not wither the freshness of her wit, nor cus-

tom stale the infinite variety of her satire and her

logic."

THE bill to protect witnesses from discredit on

account of unbelief was rejected by the Senate of

Massachusetts on Tuesday, February 17, the vote

being 10 to 24. It was openly declared that

atheists should not stand equal with Christians

before the law.

JOSEPH COOK says of Washington, "Remember

that on one occasion, while engaged in a private

room in prayer,hewas interrupted byapounding

at the door. He seized his sword and drove it

through the panel. That is an indication of his

indignation against lawlessness. "

A CORRESPONDENT of the Transcript, in the

following paragraph, probably expressed the

thought which occurred to many as they read the

report of one of Mr. Cook's recent lectures in this

city: "Your suggestion that Rev. Joseph Cook

seems to have taken 'all knowledge for his prov-

ince' calls to mind the saying of Josh Billings,

'that it is better not to know so much than to

know so much that is not so.' He had better

let the tariff alone, and stick to bioplasm, proba-

tion after death, and kindred subjects, where he is

sometimes interesting, if not always instructive ;

but, when he attempts to deal with great social

and economic questions, he gets sadly mixed. The

other Monday, he gave us in the same lecture a

blast upon the horrors of Socialism, and a little

later on advocated the taxing of the people at

large by 'protection' for the express purpose of

enabling the laboring man to own a comfortable

house, etc. Now, if this be not Socialism, pure

and simple, will the reverend gentleman point out

the distinction ?"

THE Catholics and the Lutherans, generally, are

opposed to our public school system. They both

prefer to maintain separate schools, in which their

children can be trained in"the true faith." These

two sects are the only two in this country that do

not generally patronize the public schools. The
greater number of their members born here are

educated in their denominational schools. Those

who have come from European countries have

received religious instruction according to their

faith. Yet there is no evidence that the Catholics

and the Lutherans are more correct in their lives

than members of other sects whose education has

been received in our common schools. Inspector

Ries, of the Milwaukee House of Correction, has

just published a report, on the suggestive figures

contained in which the Milwaukee Sentinel com-

ments as follows : "In the statistics of the report,

the religious antecedents of the prisoners committed

during the past year are given. From these, it

appears that 1,415 out of the total of 1,616 pris-

oners had been instructed in some form of Chris-

tian faith, while 202 had no religion. Of those

who had received religious training, there were

877 Catholics, 347 Lutherans, and 191 of all other

creeds. It is safe to assume that most of the

Catholics and Lutherans, if they ever attended

schools, attended those in which their religion was

taught. Of the prisoners, 1,224 were of Catholic

or Lutheran antecedents and 191 of Protestant

antecedents. There is no such disparity in num-

bers between the aggregate Catholic and Lutheran

population of the city and that of the other de-

nominations. The figures, therefore, do not sus-

tain the indictment brought against our 'godless

schools.' The principles of morality and the sen-

timents of religion are best taught at home. If

they are not implanted there, Bible readings and

drill in catechisms will have small influence in

moulding the character of the young."

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

illustrated the bad influence of theology in nar-

rowing the mind, distorting its conceptions of

right, and making the representatives of this the-

ology the enemies,when they should be the friends,

of reform. But we are glad to know that there

are among even the orthodox ministers men who

have such a clear perception and strong sense of

justice that they rise above the influence of tra-

ditionary theological teachings, and unite with

those from whom they differ widely on other sub-

jects in asking that church property be taxed for

the protection it receives from the State, and that

compulsory support of the churches be thereby

abolished.

THE National Woman Suffrage Association of

Massachusetts held its third annual convention at

Meionaon Hall, in this city, on the evening of Feb-

ruary 18 and the afternoon and evening of Feb-

ruary 19. Miss Susan B. Anthony was the princi-

pal speaker ; and, although she had only a few

days before celebrated her sixty-fifth birthday,

there was no intimation in the ringing tones of

her voice, her elastic step, and erect,dignified car-

riage that father Time had been any more success-

ful than the more tangible of males in subdu-

ing her independent and defiant spirit. The

sessions were all well attended; and the speaking,

generally, was of a high order of merit and in

good taste. On the evening of Wednesday, the.

18th, the opening address was by the president of

the Association, Mrs. H. R. Shattuck, on "What

WomanSuffrage Means." This was followed by an

address on "What Young Women Ought to Do,"

from Miss Mara L. Pratt, a bright young lady

from Malden. A. H. Grimke, editor of the Boston

Hub, read a fine paper on "Fundamental Justice

our Best Medicine." The session closed with a

short but vigorous speech from Miss Anthony.

The speakers and subjects Thursday afternoon

were as follows : Dr. Salome Merritt, on "Why I

wish to vote" ; Mrs. H. H. Robinson, on "Different

Methods of promoting Suffrage Ideas" ; and "An

Appeal to the Indifferent among Women," by Mrs.

S. A. Underwood. The secretary, Miss H. M.

Todd, gave a detailed report of the work of the

Association during the past year in circulating

various forms of suffrage petitions, printing and

distributing suffrage literature, and holding meet-

ings in localities where the subject was new

or little understood. A series of strong resolu-

tions was read and adopted. At the last session,

held on Thursday evening, Mrs. Martha Sewall

Curtis, of Burlington, had for her subject "Some

Objections Answered." After an amusing reci-

tation by Miss Fannie Worcester, Miss Anthony

gave her lecture on "Bread and the Ballot,"-a

lecture full of significant facts in the history

of the elective franchise and unanswerable argu-

ment for woman suffrage, to which the audience

listened with profound interest and with frequent

manifestation of enthusiastic approval. On Fri-

day evening, Miss Anthonywas tendered a recep-

tion at the Parker House, where over two hundred

admirers of this strong, brave woman paid their

THE Boston Post has interviewed a large num-

ber of Boston clergymen on the taxation of

church property, and found them almost unani-

mous against it. Rev. Dr. Rufus Ellis said : "It

would be an act of injustice to the people who

built these churches, many of them possessed of

but moderate means, to increase their burdens,

which would be all the larger in proportion to the

amount they had given, or, in other words, accord-

ing to the value and beauty of the church built."

The injustice of taxing those who did not build

and do not believe in the theological teachings of

their churches Mr. Ellis fails to see. Dr. Bartol

said that churches should be put in the same cate-

gory with schools. To quote his own words : "If

school-houses are not taxed, then churches should

not be taxed. It should be remembered that,

while churches are property in the sense of cost-

ing money and occupying land that costs money,

still they are occupied only one-seventh of the

time; and they should not be put on the same

ground as houses and shops which are occupied

constantly. It is evident also that those who are

urging on this measure to tax church property,

while they are perfectlyhonest, fall in with a class

of agnostics and those who think religion of no

value." "Rev. Dr. Miner also strongly opposed

church taxation." These men represent "liberal

Christianity" ! When clergymen of ability and

learning, like those mentioned, put themselves in

opposition to a reform the justice of which is so

obvious as that for taxing church property, we see | respects toher.
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TEMPERAMENT.

There is a habit of speaking of temperament as

if it were a power which determined character and

career and which it were vain to attempt to resist.

Indeed, what with the inner constraining power of

temperament and the outward power of environ-

ment,-words that have obtained so large use in

modern discussions about human nature, it some-

times seems as if there were no room left in man

for the lever of a personal exertion. Tempera-

ment takes the prize, if the character and destiny

begood; and temperament, too, is made the scape-

goat to carry off the burden of individual sins, if

the career turn an evil way.

But what is temperament? It is the peculiar

grain of the mental stuff with which human beings

start in life, and which commonly persists in re-

taining its special characteristics through all life's

changes. It is not talent nor genius nor moral

power. In itself, it is neither moral nor immoral.

But it is the special way in which talent or genius

or moral power maydisplay themselves ; a certain

bent or method-or, perhaps, only aroma-thatbe-

comes manifest in the development of character

or in anykind of intellectual or moral activity.

And the difference of temperament among peo-

ple is a fact of great moment to human society.

It insures variety of character and service fitted

to the various needs of mankind. It binds the

individual members of society together by ties of

mutual affection and aid much more strongly

than could be the case if characters were shaped

more by one mould. It inures in manifold ways

both to the benefit and pleasure of humanity. It

is one of the vital elements of progress. It marks

the latest and most consummate form of that dif-

ferentiation in organism and faculty which has

characterized the advance of life on the earth from

its crudest beginnings to the present day. And

this indicates the good side in the fact of temper-

ament, the place it fills in the legitimate devel-

opment of character and the way in which it serves

human advantage.

But temperament has also its evil side. It is

made a cover and defence for moral wrong. In-

temperance, lustful passion, miserliness, acerbity

of temper, dishonesty,-for these and kindred vices,

excuse is often sought on the ground of tempera-

ment. And there is no doubt that temperament

does very frequently open a gateway to tempta-

tion. Hereditary predispositions to vicious ways

of life may lurk within certain brain-cells, which

retain the conformation and force of ancestral

transgression. Flaws are thus found in the very

texture and grain of the mental nature ; and, in

the stress and strain of life's experience, these

flaws mark the weak spots where come the moral

crevices and fractures. The highly sensitive tem-

perament, too, which is imaginative and capable

of being wrought up to great exaltation, has its

corresponding seasons of ebb and depression. It

then craves artificial stimulus, and is open to the

solicitations which, yielded to, lead to the various

forms of sensual intoxication and intemperance.

Temperament is even made to bear the burden of

unhappy marriages. Where the old marriage love

has been neglectfully allowed to decay or when

under the license of lawless passion a new love

has usurped its place, temperament comes into

court with its specious but hell-born plea of "in-

compatibility." If the courts had never allowed

this vicious plea, thousands ofmarriedpairs whose

homes and happiness have been wrecked would

have never discovered their "incompatibility, " or,
having discovered, would have mended and over-

come it.

But, aside from these great evils to which cer-

WM. J. POTTER.

ROWLAND G. HAZARD.

It is noteworthy that the last two numbers of

the Journal of Speculative Philosophy (January and

April, 1884) both contain articles of exceptional

interest and weight upon a remarkable American

thinker, whohas only in these latest years received

that full recognition which the intrinsic impor-

tance of his thought deserves,-Rowland G. Haz-

ard. The first of these articles is a general review

of Dr. Hazard's works, with liberal extracts from

the same, by Dr. Harris, the editor of the Journal.

The second article, entitled "The Moral Creative-

ness of Man," is by Francis E. Abbot, whose too

infrequent words in this time are always sure

of the interest of readers of The Indez, and is

especially notable for the extremely high tribute

which it pays to Dr. Hazard. Whether its terms

be regarded as superlative or not, Dr. Abbot is

certainly right in assigning Dr. Hazard a very

high place as a thinker of acuteness, originality,

and power ; and his article has an exceptional

value for its clear grasp and forcible statement of

that doctrine of the freedom of the mind in will-

ing, with which Dr. Hazard's speculation, so far

as important in the history of philosophy, has

been entirely concerned.

tain temperaments are exposed, there are other❘ of these virtues,butwecannot admire their char-

evils even more common and hardly less delete acters; nor can we believe that they reach such

rious, which are often excused on account of tem- possibilities of achievement as might be theirs,

perament. Whenever temperament is very marked were their natures thoroughly governed by moral

and strong, it may take care of itself. It finds law.

and makes a career, and determinesmany personal

actions, with no troublesome conflicts and ques-

tionings as to what one may be best fitted for in

life and as to what things, therefore, are to be

done and what left undone at the present time.

But the great majority of people have no such

marked and decided temperament as this. So far

as temperament is concerned, they may fit them-

selves to do one thing about as well as another.

There is a question of ability behind temperament.

For most people, temperament will never choose

their career in life. And for all such persons, what-

ever course in life they take, there are certain com-

mon interests and duties belonging to average hu-

manity which will add to their own success and to

their power of serving others, and which it much

behooves them not to neglect, but to take up in

spite of any temporary disinclination. Persons,

indeed, of this class are in constant danger of

mistaking a selfish and passing inclination for an

irresistible bias of temperament; and temperament

of this moderate cast is thus made an apology for

a good deal of self-indulgence, for permitting the

formation of many pernicious habits, for not a

little of self-conceit and self-delusion over one's

calling in life, and for that dilatoriness, not to say

indolence, which, in waiting for some great thing

to turn up, misses the daily little and constant

callings to duty from which the lives of most peo-

plemustbe built. Through this mistake of mere

inclination for temperament, young persons some-

times lose opportunities which they can never

recover, or are led to take steps which they must

ever afterward regret. Unless one has a tempera-

ment so strongly set in a certain direction that it

takes him thither and finds his vocation whether

he will or not, let him be on his guard how he

follows the voice of temperament in lieu of the

voice of reason and conscience.

It should be said, moreover, that there is one

power in man which always has a legitimate

throne above temperament, the power, namely,

of moral personality. This should be the control-

ling structural force in every human being. Tem-

perament, genius, masterful talent, sometimes

assumes this sovereignty; but,when this happens,

it is always a usurpation, never a legitimate en-

thronement. Whatever the temperament may be,

and however great the gifts and brilliant the

opportunities that may go with it, all these things

are only the materials out of which character and

life are to be formed. They do not exempt their

possessor from obligation to the moral law any

more than he is exempt, whose temperament bears

no distinctive mark, and who may have only one

small talent with which to do life's work. Tem-

peramental moral eccentricities and vices may pos-

sibly be overlooked in view of virtues that may go

hand in hand with them, and on this ground may

sometimes be condoned; but they are never to be

petted or justified. They are only tobe regarded

as moral ills to be resisted or, at best, as calamities

to be pitied. There are certain fundamental prin-

ciples of virtue that have a right to authority over

all minds, and never legitimately intermit their

sway. No sane person can have a bias of temper-

ament so strong nor eccentricity of genius so

peculiar that he can justly set up a claim not to

be judged by the common standards of honesty,

temperance, veracity, faithful payment of debts,
unselfish courtesy,kindness, and purity. Wemay

admire the fine intellectualwork andwelcome the

service of persons who may fail inrespect to some

The question of the freedom of the will is per-

haps the most important question in the philoso-

phy of our time, forming a natural and necessary

point of convergence and divergence for almost

every problem with which we have to deal. Hence,

it was very much a thing of course for so acute

and direct a thinker as Dr. Hazard to choose this

field for his part in the perennial Protean contest

between mechanism and spirit. "To the Anglo-

Saxon mind," says Dr. Harris, "the question of

self-determination, so important to the philosopher,

takes the form of the possibility of the freedom of

the will." "It is a noteworthy fact," says Dr.

Abbot, "that the only two Americans who have

thus far greatly distinguished themselves by a

powerful originality in the field of speculative

philosophy-Jonathan Edwards and Rowland G.

Hazard-have both busied themselves in the main

with the same great problem of necessity or free-

dom in volition." Dr. Abbot proceeds to an inter-

esting discussion of the close connection of ethics

and politics, and says : "This problem of necessity

or freedom in volition is the speculative side of

the great practical struggle which has given to

America its special significance in the history of

mankind, the struggle to realize the ideal of con-

stitutional liberty in political institutions, to recon-

cile individual freedom with national unity in a

great political society founded on the legal recog-

nition of equal individual rights. This is essen-

tially an ethical conception, and one of the highest

order. Edwards defended the doctrine of necessity

in ethics, out of devotion to the theological doc-

trine of the unlimited Divine sovereignty, which

from time immemorial has been the foundation of

political absolution 'by the grace of God'; Dr.

Hazard defends the doctrine of freedom in ethics ,

out of devotion to the modern doctrine of the

limited self-sovereignty of man, which is the only

possible foundation of instituted political freedom.

Freedom in ethics is the thought-side of freedom

in politics; the latter logically presupposes the

former. It is apparent, then, that Dr. Hazard's

philosophy is rooted inthe soil,and interprets his

country to the world; while that of Edwardswas
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rooted in Calvinism, and, if politically realized,

wouldhavemade his country an impossibility....

It is from this consideration of the profound iden-

tity of ethics and politics, and from the entire

confluence of his ethical speculations with the

deepest currents of American thought, feeling, and

life, that we regard Dr. Hazard, notwithstanding

the eminence of his great Puritan predecessor, as

having laid the first foundations of a distinctively

Americanphilosophy."

lowing refutation of the possibility of freedom | found to comport with freedom ? Dr. Abbot denies

may be made : (1) A self-determined being must

be free; (2) but, if it must be free, it is necessi-

tated, and (3), therefore, is not free. The refuta-

tion of this maybe easily accomplished by contin-

uing the argument thus: (4) But, since it is not

free, it is evident that it was not necessitated to

be free; and, therefore (5), in spite of (2) and (3),

it is free. The necessity in (1) is a logical one,

and in (2) and (3) a fatalistic necessity. The

reasoning assumes the identity of the two, because

of the use of an ambiguous word." More impor-

tant in this connection, however, than Dr. Harris'

comments in the article here referred to, is his

discussion of freedom in the ninth chapter of his

little Outlines of Philosophy, where there is also

explicit reference to Dr. Hazard's argument.

"Dr. Hazard's essential position," says Dr.

Abbot, "is that freedom is the essential prerequi-

site of man's moral creativeness. Whatever opin-

ion," he continues, "may be held on subordinate

points, this central position must remain impreg-

nable so long as man's moral consciousness sur-

vives; that is, so long as he is conscious of being

in any degree the creator of his own moral char-

acter and action. The theory of evolution cannot

possibly expunge this fact from his consciousness,

or destroy the indestructible connection between

morality and freedom. Neither mechanical philos-

ophy, nor mechanical psychology, can ever become

scientifically established, as true to all the facts

of Nature, until it has succeeded in reconciling the

two irreconcilable concepts of morality andmechan-

ism. Be the prevalent opinion of the day what

it may, far-seeing philosophers will continue to

regard it as a mere ephemeral fashion of the time,

until it shall have effected a genuine rational syn-

thesis of all known facts, moral no less than me-

chanical; and there is no fact more certain than

the fact that man is, inno merely mechanical sense,

the real author of his own action."

to Emerson the name of philosopher,-not of

course by way of disparagement, but by way of

definition. We think the definition would also

exclude Parmenides, Socrates, and the Stoics, and

we find a unity in the thought of Emerson such

as Dr. Abbot does not seem to find; but, by what-

ever name, the thought of Emerson illuminates

nothing more than this great present problem of

our evolution philosophy.

"And it is safe to say," with Dr. Abbot, "that

mechanical psychology will never permanently

establish itself as scientifically true until it has

first reckoned with Dr. Hazard-first understood,

and then on the same high plane satisfactorily

offset, the weighty moral considerations adduced

in support of his position." Dr. Abbot observes

that it is not the object of his essay to analyze or

criticise Dr. Hazard's writings, but simply to call

attention to them, in the hope that thoughtful

readers may procure and study them. Our own

object is simply to call attention to these two valu-

able introductions to Dr. Hazard's writings, writ-

ten from a stand-point which we deem so good and

so essential, in the hope thus most effectually to

promote the study of the books themselves, and a

severer reflection upon the question of the mind's

freedom.

EDWIN D. MEAD.

DYNAMITE AND ANTI-DYΝΑΜΙΤΕ .

Like all gospels, dynamite has its friends and

enemies. Recent events have opened a path-

way, disclosing on one side applause and on the

other distaste. Sentiment has its word, brutality

puts in a remark, and nonchalance passes by both

with a shrug of the shoulders and a grim smile.

Through the fogs of newspaper commonplace and

the philosophy of formalists, however, I believe we

may discern facts not so far duly noted, and which

maywell command attention and thought.

Dr. Abbot gives special prominence to the rela-❘

tion of the doctrine of freedom to the philosophy

of evolution. "Darwin," he says, "has permanently

changed the whole course of human thought in

these matters. That the theory of evolution has

come to stay, and to constitute the foundation of

all future theories of the universe, can be doubted

by no one who knows the irresistible strength of

the facts and arguments by which it is established.

But whether evolution itself is to receive finally

a mechanical or teleological interpretation is an

issue not yet decided. Herbert Spencer and

Ernst Haeckel, with a boldness, cogency and con-

sistency far superior to Spencer's, advocate the

mechanical view of evolution; but multitudes of

keen and thoughtful minds are coming to see that

this view overlooks numerous facts of the highest

importance that refuse to be ignored or crowded

out of sight. Unquestionably the ancient teleol-

ogy, as represented by Paley, is outgrown by the

modern mind, largely for the very reason that it

exhibits so fragmentary, artificial and mechanical

a character, and rests wholly on the old dualism of

natural and supernatural ; while the monistic tele-

ology, latent in the very concept of evolution

itself, has not as yet been anywhere adequately

developed. Meanwhile the necessity of a deeper

philosophical reading of the facts which pertain

to man's moral nature is slowly but surely becom-

ing felt more profoundly every year." "The prob-

lem of the evolution philosophy is to show how,

outof elements which apparently comprised only

the impersonal, the non-moral, the unfree, person-

ality and morality and freedom have gradually

arisen. The mechanical theory of evolution virtu-

ally argues that this evolution has not takenplace

at all, and that, since the original elements mani-

fest only mechanical or efficient causes, the ulti-

mate product also must be mechanical only ; while

the ethical theory of evolution argues that, since

personality and morality and freedom are patent

in the ultimate product, they must have been

latent in the original elements, as immanent cos-

mical purpose, end, or final cause."

The principle of the indissoluble connection of

morality and freedom has seldom been more

sharply stated than by Dr. Abbot, in the pages

of this brief article. The speculative tendency

most boldly represented, perhaps, by La Mettrie

and the last-century Frenchmen, which has as-

serted itself very widely in our own time, "appears

superficial," he says, "to all who can distinguish

betweenthe spirit of the age and the spirit of the

ages." "That is no scientific explanation which

begins bydenying the fact to be explained ; and

no ethical system has any claim to be considered

scientific, if it begins by denying or ignoring the

only ethical quality inhuman action."

Dr. Abbot finds every denial of moral freedom

to rest on a misstatement of the law of cause and

effect. His discussion of this point, with his con-

clusion that the term motive has no proper place

in the discussion of freedom, being irremediably

a "question-begging epithet," is one of the most

interesting parts of his essay. It is chiefly upon

this line that Dr. Harris few remarks proceed.

"The critic that objects to Dr. Hazard's solution

of the problem of free will," he says, "must do so

on the ground of the general impossibility of self-

activity or self-movement. It seems strange that

athinker can admit derived movement or activity,

and yet deny self-movement and self-activity. Не

admits derivation, but denies the existence of a

source of derivation. There is something which

is moved, and a chain of moved bodies which re-

ceive and transmit motion, but no energy that

originates motion. This is, in fact, the denialof

causality." Averycommon fallacy of the fatalist

Dr. Harris exposes in the following terse para-

graph : "There are two kinds of necessity,-the log-

ical and the fatalistic. The necessity involved in

a definition is a logical necessity: 'A self-deter-

mined must be free. A fatalistic necessity is

involved where something is made tobe what it

isbythe action of something else.... This thing

is determined by the totality of conditions exist-

ing in its environment.' By the fallacy known as

quaternio terminorum, or ambiguous middle, the fol-

While Dr. Abbot's particular statement of the

The London explosions were followed by a com-

mon cry of horror, whose force was expended not

only in Europe, but here. Was this an utterance

of fear or humanity? Expressed in various terms,

the indignation was of one purport. We should

be interested in knowing from what motive the

world spoke. Dynamite has rapidly grown into

power as an element of discord. There are some

who choose it as an instrument of reform. By

what instincts this is accepted and by what op.

posing feelings it is condemned, it is quite impor-
tant for us to know.

So far as the world is concerned, time is convinc-

ing it that brute force must naturally become less

and less an element potent to settle the problems

ofhuman welfare. Even Benjamin Tucker, who

for consistency's sake indorses the recent actions

of dynamiters, condemns the factor of force in the

abstract. The battles of the intellect have an

assurance of settlement which can be possessed

position of Herbert Spencer as that of a mechani- | by no merely animal expression of passion and

cal interpreter of evolution seems to us inexact,

he is certainly most exact in his perception that

the problem now set for the evolution philosophy

is that of the development of an adequate teleolog-

ical statement, a sound and satisfying metaphysic.

While this is on its way, perhaps indeed as the

best means of helping it on its way, it will be

well for us to remember that the conception of

evolution is a great many years older than Spencer

and Darwin, andto keep ourselves familiar with

Goethe and Hegel. Is it not possible that their

pages point theway to the reconciliation which we

seekbetterthanthe pages ofmanylater men? And

does not our own Emerson throw a flood of light

toward the point where evolution shall be clearly

hatred. Men consult more about war before in-

viting it than they have customarily done in the

past. Death has stricter account to give of its

sacrificial bullets. And all such growth is natural .

and right. It leads on and away from the gospel

of hate. It shows a respect for society, which

society in its turn will deserve. It defers some-

what to the general voice, where the general voice

is most likely to be strong. It comes of the spirit

that admits fallibility, that concedes a possible

error of the individual, and gives the collective

social force opportunity to correct and revise, if it

Now, do not think that I write of a surren-

der. I speak rather of a victory. The individual

becomes not less, but more than under obsolete

can.
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dispensations. The single soul certainly gains a

vast fund of power with the burial of its arro-

gance. We still will stand on our instincts, but

wehave opened the windows, and in inviting the

sunshine have offered ourselves for judgment

upon the ground of our nobility of mental and

moral organization rather than the lifting power

of anarm.

This might lead on to endless statement, which

is not, however, necessary. Put truth with truth,

whocare to and are not toohurried, and grieve not

at the offspring! I think this a sharp point just

here: we believe in the soul-the efflorescence of

thebody-preferably to the elements that convene

to its existence. That is, wewould rather convince

than kill a foe, rather capture by wit than lasso,

rather convert a man than murder him, rather

invite a heaven than translate combatants to a

metaphorical hell. What, in the face of this reflec-

tion, comes of the horror of the world that a fac-

tion of reformers of more or less pure intentions

choose an instrument of treachery and death? I

should conclude that, in so far as this indignation

is free and consistent in its impulses, it stands for

agracious human growth, but that, where it results

from calculation, formalism, or revenge, it is rather

a voice of hypocrisy than humanity in essential

tone and strength. The present consensus ofpub-

lic opinion partakes evidently of a mixed motive

power. What that confusion dictates it is not

hard to discover.

Position and display always command a sympa-

stance ofvirtue. Nothing is more vexing or more

sad than the proneness of men to accept the man-

dates and principles of power without inquiring

for its warrant. Do Irishmen murder for love of

murder? Is there ever effect without cause ? I

do not believe it. And yet the accent is so placed

upon all comments as to imply that in the Irish

difficulty there is a question without a response.

Peace is well. But let us have peace both ways.

Wearemuch too apt to close the English eye and

keep the Irish eye wide open. The pictures danc-

ing before the vision then become faint and with-

out reason. To explain dynamite, we must find

the secret of the present condition of the people

who use it. To understand England's gentle

spirit, it is necessary to read the history of Egypt

as made since 1880. When dynamite is denounced

as an instrument of diabolical warfare, which in-

deed it is, let the denunciation be formulated

double, with one blow for the tempter and another

for the tempted. As long as we are not prepared

to follow our arguments, it is dangerous for us to

toy with them at all. If we mean anything by

a condemnation of the acts of Westminster and

the Tower, we mean more than singlywe can make

of the event. If we honestly are haters of the

iniquitous warfare in London, we must up in arms

against the brutal force hacking at Ireland and

Egypt. We should not be deceived by a noise.

The subtle evil that plays its game in Tonquin

and the Soudan is not so startling in its develop-

ments as the London concussions ; but it is

thy, much of it instinctive, that does not inquire ❘ vastly more dangerous in its ultimate effects, and

as to rights and wrongs. The fellow on top can

justifyhimselfwhere weakness would standdumb.

Ihave no doubt much of the condolence with offi-

cial Britain is the thoughtless outstreaming of

blind and unquestioning deference. Indeed, it is

remarkable that even men whohave emancipated

themselves from the church, and never would

grant the simplest claims in that sphere, save after

rigid examination, are quiescent and faithful to

every demand of the State.

The world, it maybe said,condemns dynamite.

I do not object. With any others I could discoun-

tenance brutality, But, before irate Irishmen are

hanged for their offences,would it not be well to

question them ? It is wise not to bury secrets.

In this current conflict on the islands over the sea

there are two sides. The British government is

not guiltless. If Irish agitators are sometimes

cruel, they are made so by an instigating element

of like kind. True enough, England's crimes are

"legal." The murders committed in law's name

have the poor solace of that fact. Yet before the

moral eye there is no severed code, one thing for
adeed under cover and another for the same deed

in open day. Wrong cannot be so juggled away.

Let us condemn dynamite. None could more

heartily do it than I. But let us hate, loathe, de-

spise, too, the crimes wrought in a pure name to

bring that name to dishonor. If we can grieve

over untimely deaths in London, let us not less

sorrow for the thousands hounded to the grave in

unhappy Ireland, and for the Egyptian resistants

who maintain a noble fight against one among the

greatest and gravest of political crimes. And,

whenwepass resolutions indignantly over the one

thing, let us not hesitate to pass them over the

other. If we are blind and see but the conven-

ient half of truth, let us, in virtue's cause, at least

show that good grace to decency, which would

make us pause, the rather to say no word of any

crime on the calendar than utter a partial sen-

tence. I know the common way, the forgetfulness

of formalists, the hardness of brokerage philoso-

phies; but I appeal from them to the spiritual

trust that sees through their hollowness to the sub-

has not for its frenzy the excuse of invitation

which might be urged for the acts of Irish irrec-

oncilables. The whole game of violence is bad;

but it is one freely indulged, though often, as we

have seen, under disguises. To-day, the major

part of those who condole with England over her

restive subjects are betrayed by want of studious

reflection.

Senator Riddleberger was the only man in the

United States Senate who would not vote sympa-

thies to Great Britain. There are respects that

is, so far as it is in line withwhat I have writ-

ten-in which I value that vote as a gem. It

seems to me unparalleled impudence to formulate

resolutions against illegal crime, when legal crime

is considered either just or something upon which

wehave, as a nation, no right to express an opin-

ion. If senators were persuaded to resolve wordy

hate for France's policy in China, the country

would rise instinctively to protest. Why not pro-

duce one protest as reasonably as the other?

Wars, such as England and France now have on

their hands, are as treacherous and blood-thirsty

as the dynamite hypocrisy, played off in dim cor-

ners to the pain of innocent victims. Yet the

London Times, which defends every exercise of

perfidy, is so assured of its ground that it can call

the Egyptians "murderers" for having done all

things possible to worry the English army intro-

duced to oppress them. This seems to me an al-

mosthopeless phase of hardened impudence. Yet
it strikingly illustrates how warped is current con-

servative thought, and how dangerously it is ready

to infect us, if we do not scan its invitations

closely.

So, before the sun goes down, let us turn these

matters over once more.

Revised judgments quite

often conceal a truth. In the interests of peace

and brotherhood, life requires of us something

higher than the formalistic tribute. His is not

always the most thankful heartwho most statedly

says his grace before meals. His is not always

the prophetic voice who speaks through numbers,

and covers most pages of print. In the last cor-

ner of a friendly paper, I once found a few words

from Parker which outweighed the reading of

months. Perhaps, down in ourhearts,-deepbelow

the region of echoes,-some stray but eager

thought even now lies ready to answer,when in-

stincts pure enough appeal. Irishmen, English-

men, Frenchmen,-they are one to me; and I

would love them by one standard, not by three.

But Ihave it not in my soul such stirring days as

these to embitter myself against one crime and

let others go scot free.
HORACEL. TRAUBEL.

" THE BIBLES OF HUMANITY. "

Aremarkable workby aremarkable man is now

in course of publication in this country. The

title of the book is Les Bibles et les Initiateurs Relig-

ieux de l'Humanité ("The Bibles and Religious

Apostles of Humanity") ; and its author is M.

Louis Leblois, pastor of the Temple-Neuf at Stras-

bourg. Both the work and the writer deserve at

least a cursory notice in the United States, where

all that pertains to liberal religion is sure of a

general and hearty welcome. Let us first speak of

the author.

M. Louis Leblois, who is to-day nearly sixty

years old, is one of the most widely read and

scholarly clergymen of the Reformed Church of

Europe. In America,he would be called an ad-

vanced Unitarian. Here, he is simply a Protes-

tant, except when he is dubbed "heretic" by some

hyper-orthodox ecclesiastic. Atcollege, M. Leblois

pursued with ardor the mathematical sciences, with

the intention of entering the Paris Polytechnic

School, the celebrated State military institution

for the education of engineers; but, while still a

student, his logical mind and deeply religious nat-

ure were struck by the discord between science

and religion, which then characterized the Protes-

tant world, and he soon abandoned mathematics

for theology.

In 1853, M. Leblois was installed as pastor of

the Temple-Neuf at Strasbourg, where, in spiteof

opposition and persecution, he has ever since

remained. When he arrived at the Alsacian cap-

ital, Pietism, transplanted from Berlin,was begin-

ning to take root there. M. Leblois immediately

entered the lists in opposition to the new form of

Christianity, and in 1854preached a bold sermon,

in which he declared against the divinity of Christ,

and pronounced in favor of the Unitarianism of

Parker aud Channing. The Protestants of Stras-

bourg were thunderstruck. The next day, M.

Leblois was summoned to appear before the Direct-

ory, the governing body of the Protestant Church

of Alsace, and requested to resign his charge. He

flatly refused. "You mayturn me out, but I will

never resign," was his response. This the Direct-

ory had not the authority to do, and it let the

matter drop officially.

But this was only the beginning of M. Leblois'

troubles. Warwas declared on the "heretic," the

"iconoclast," andthe "accomplice of Satan," as he

was styled in the scores of anonymous letters

showered upon him. Manypeople cut him in the
streets. Theological students were forbidden to

enter his house. If he appeared at a reunion of

clergymen, the roomwas immediately deserted. To

such a point was this persecution carried that a

body of devoted followers gradually formed for his

protection. The Freemasons took him up; Cath-

olics and Jews flocked to his church; his sermons

were printed and scattered abroad; and, finally,

after fifteen years of patient waiting and brave,

indefatigable struggling, the minister and his doc-

trines were tolerated at Strasbourg.

One of M. Leblois' disciples, who took an act-

ive part in this long battle against bigotry, writes

me as follows : "There is one thing which the the-
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ologians will never pardon in M. Leblois,-the

precision of his thought and the truthfulness of

his language. He can never bring himself-and

this was the chief source of his strength during

his protracted fight at Strasbourg-to move in

obscurity, to be contented with mere words, to

employ the conventional and traditional phrase-

ology in order to express modern ideas, which,be-

cause they are modern, must throw off the forms

of the past. He holds that the religious idea is

modified by time and progresses with humanity.

He refuses to try to dress up our new beliefs

à la mode of the Jews,the Greeks, or the Latins,

in order not to shock a few old-fashioned people.

Hewill never be pardoned for saying and repeat-

ing that every religious system has a scientific

basis, thatthe onlyway of getting abetter knowl-

edge of God is through science, and that an

acquaintance with physical laws alone throws light

onthe laws which govern the moral world. Why

is he ever bothering us with his eternal science ?

What relation can there be between the domain

of intelligence and sentiment? For thirty years ,

M. Leblois has heard these questions ringing in

his ears; and, inthe work now passing through the

press,he responds to them with a clear and deci-

sive answer."

Writing to me a few months ago, M. Leblois

said: "The history of the Reformation at Stras-

bourg explains the possibility for a minister of

our Church to publish so radical a work as mine

without shocking anybody. I believe, however,

that I am faithful to the true tradition, not only

of the Reformed Church of the Strasbourg, but

of the Christian Church of the Middle Ages. The

Church practised,during the whole period of the

Middle Ages, the principle of the union between

science and religion. Since the sixteenth cen-

tury, the Church has abandoned its own tradition

bybreaking with science. Hence, that afflicting

divorce existingto-day between religious doctrines

and scientific doctrines."

It maybe well to glance for a moment at this

history of the Reformation at Strasbourg, not

onlybecause of the light which it throws on the

book under consideration, but also because of the

interest which the subject itself possesses.

It is generally believed that the Reformation in

Europe sprang from Luther, that he was the

author of the grandmovement. The truth is that

Luther was simply the most conspicuous of the

reformers of the sixteenth century, and that his

genius and dramatic struggles gave to his name a

wide-spread éclat. But there were reformers before

him and independent of him. As early as 1512,

Geiler, of Kaysersberg, preached in the Strasbourg

cathedral on the necessity of reform at amoment

when Luther was still a fervent Catholic. The

Alsacian capital was then a free city, which had

long been distinguished for its spirit of inde-

pendence and courage.

Its own bishops had, without intending to do so,

alienated the city from Catholicism. Often, in

their disputes with the municipality, they were

forced to have recourse to excommunication, in

order to carry their point. During the periods

whenStrasbourgwasunder theban, its population

perceived that the sun shone none the less brightly,

the harvest ripened as of old, and that all things

moved on in their accustomed course. Hence, the

opinion became general that communion with

Romewasnot indispensable to the happiness and

prosperity of the commonwealth. Strasbourg,

therefore, was one of the first cities of Europe to

proclaim the principles of the Reformation.

These earlyStrasbourg reformers were Matthieu,

Zell, Wolfgang Capito, and Martin Bucer. They
introducedchanges into the doctrines and forms of

worship of the Church, quite independently of

Luther, which explains the reasonwhy the Witten-

berg reformer entertained an antipathy against the

good people of Strasbourg which he could not hide,

and which burst forth on several occasions.

In 1530, when the Emperor Charles V. convoked

the evangelists at Augsburg, representatives of

the principal religious bodies outside of Rome re-

sponded to the imperial summons. The Luther-

answent supported by powerful German princes.

The Strasbourg delegates-called Oberländer, or

Highlanders-appeared, accompanied by those from

the allied cities of Constance, Memmingen, and

Lindau. The third bodywascomposed of the fol-

lowers of Zwingle, and was the most radical of the

three. The first division-the Lutherans-was the

strongest numerically; and their confession of faith

was alone read and promulgated, and their form

of worship was alone tolerated. The delegates of

Strasbourg, threatened with extermination, con-

sented, for reasons of policy, to sign the Lutheran

confession, but without renouncing their own.

From that day to this, the Protestant Church of

Strasbourg has been styled officially the "Church

of the Confession of Augsburg," while its minis-

ters have always shown themselves to be quite

independent of that faith.

The liberal character of this Church is further

explained by the influence exerted at Strasbourg

by the French Revolution. Toward the close of

the eighteenth century, the doors of Protestant

and Catholic places of worship were shut in this

city, by the imperative orders of the Jacobins of

Paris. But, when they were opened again after

the Reign of Terror, Strasbourg Protestantism

found itself well supplied with clergymen of supe-

rior talent, animated by the large and progressive

spirit of the new era, who threw aside the last

vestiges of the old forms of the sixteenth century,

and began to work a soil favorable to the growth

of modern ideas and to the union of religion and

science.

The first part of the work treats of the tradi-

tional method of religious instruction in countries

where the Christian Church is dominant. The

author goes back to the source of Christianity, to

the teachings of Jesus. He dwells successively on

the origin of Catholicism, the birth of dogmas,

the transformation of Catholicism into the papal

Church, the Renaissance and the Reformation, and,

finally, on the grand scientific discoveries made, in

spite of the opposition of official dogma, from

Copernicus to Darwin. The second part recounts

the discovery of the sacred literatures of the peo-

ples outside of Christianity. It makes known the

lives of the men of courage and genius whohave

played an important rôle in this resurrection of a

religious world so long ignored, and passes in

review the different bibles which serve as the

basis of the faith of the nations that have not

come under the influence of Christianity. These

two parts have already been published in three large

octavo volumes, and the manuscript of the rest of

the work is in the printer's hands.*

The third part will consist of a series of ex-

tracts from the sacred writings just mentioned,

and will constitute a sort of résuméof the Bible of

humanity. The fourth part will be devoted to a

study of the origin of the sacred books, and the

fifth to an examination of the Koran, the sacred

writings of the Israelites, and the New Testament.

The sixth part willgo deep into the difficult ques-

tions of the origin of written characters, language,

morality in the human family, and especially of

the origin of gods, religion, literature, and art in

the Aryan branch. In the seventh part, the reader

will seepass before him the grand figures of the

apostles of religion. Those giants first appear

enveloped in a mythical and legendary nimbus,

from which they slowly emerge, and show them-

selves in their historic simplicityand inthe wonder-

ful grandeur of theirhuman form. The work will

close with a consideration of the perils of the hour.

The author, opposed to all violent measures, will

point out the way prescribed by the laws of the

universe for the accomplishment, without shock or

revolutionary outburst, by a slow but sure action,

of the moral, intellectual, and religious regenera-

tion ofsociety. THEODORE STANTON.

Some of these clergymen spoke in their pulpits

of the results of the investigations in the special

field of theological science; but the first of them

toproclaim the necessity of bringing into harmony

religion and the science of the universe was M.

Louis Leblois. On April 24, 1853, M. Leblois

said, in his installation sermon : "It is beautitul to

show that religion and science-religion which

reveals God to us, science which reveals his works

to us-are not two mortal enemies, but two eternal

sisters, and that, instead of pitting one against the

other in a struggle discreditable and fatal to their

respective interests, they ought to unite in asub-

lime alliance, and lend each other powerful aid."

On this same occasion, M. Leblois announced

the following principle: "Every religious system is

based on a mundane system. If the foundation is

wrong, the edifice is not solid. A knowledge of

the true constitution of the universe and of its

laws is, therefore, necessary, in order to establish a

firm religious superstructure." Untrammelled by

the belief that Mosaism and Christianity consti-

tute a special and exclusive revelation, M. Leblois

turned his attention to every form of human relig-

ion, and has studied carefully and impartially,

during over thirty years, every system of divine

worship.

After what has just been written concerning the

author's life and views and the peculiar character

of Alsacian Protestantism, little remains to be

said about the work under consideration. It is

easy to imagine the spirit pervading the volumes,
and toguess what the conclusion must be. I shall

therefore examinemuch more rapidly the volumes

than Ihave already done in the case of the author

and the centre in which he moves.

PARIS, January, 1885.

OF James Carlyle, brother of Thomas, it is said

that he is taciturn, unsociable, contemptuous

toward almost everybody, and has much of the

nature of the philosopher of Craigenputtock.

The following is related of him. To a visitor

recently, he said, speaking of a school inspection

they had just made : "Ye make a terrible to-do

about eddication nooadays by what was the case

when I was young. Tae day at the schule when

I was nine years old, my teacher was hearin' me

say my catachers, and I said 'he believes' instead o'

'he believeth. ' He knocked me doon and pu'd my

legs and bangit me on the desks ; and I ran out

an' lay at the fit o' a hedge among dokens and

nettles for three hale days."

PHILLIPS BROOKS, in a recent address to stu-

dents, "discriminated," says the Congregationalist,

"between toleration and tolerance, of which he

defined several kinds : e.g., the tolerance of indif-

ference, careless as to what another believes ; of

policy, for the avoidance of dispute ; of hopeless-

ness, despairing of change in others; of respect,

thatduly regards others' honest opinions ; and the

genuine tolerance that comes of firm faith in the

truth, that heartily assents to another's disagree-

ment with one's self till convinced by the clear

light of reason."

*Theymay be obtained from the publisher, Fischbacher,

33Rue de Seine, Paris .
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EDITORIAL NOTES .

BY B. F. U.

THE Rise of Intellectual Liberty from Thales to

Copernicus, by Frederic May Holland, a volume

of four hundred and fifty-eight pages, has just

been issued by Henry Holt & Co. A notice of the

workwill appear in The Index next week.

THERE is something to be said on both sides of

the question of exempting church property from

taxation ; but the weight of the logical argument

is against the exemption, which is a relic of the

union of Church and State. A compromise ex-

empting churches up to a certain value would

probably satisfy the present demand for a change.

-Boston Sunday Herald.

MESSRS. HARPER have brought out a cheap edi-

tion of George Eliot's Life, by Mr. Cross, in their

Franklin Square Library. Selected Poems of

Michelangelo Buonarotti, edited by Mrs. Ednah

Dean Cheney, is in the press of Lee & Shepard.

Mind Reading and Beyond, by Wm. A. Hovey, an-

nounced byMessrs. Lee & Shepard, is based on the

reports of the London Society for Psychical Re-

search . The Critic.

"VICK'S FLORAL GUIDE" leads the van, and as

usual needs no commendation, its solid merit hav-

ing long ago given it a firm place in popular affec-

tion. The number contains the usual lists of new

seedlings in both vegetables and flowers, and with

its bright flower frontispiece is quite worthy a

prominent place on the sitting-room table ; while

the illustrated Magazine has long been a faithful

guide in all matters relating to the garden. James

Vick, Rochester, N.Y., will send the Floral Guide

to any address for ten cents, which, if seeds are

afterwards purchased, may be deducted from the

order.

Ат a recent meeting of the Boston Liberal Club,

the following resolutions were adopted :-

Resolved, That the Boston Liberal Club deplores

with enduring sorrow the sudden death of its worthy

member, John S. Verity, whose memory we must

cherish as a faithful and genial friend, an earnest and

honest thinker, and whose ability as a pleasing and

ready debater always enlivened our debates; and

whose untiring passion for reform, and constantef-

forts for human good, entitle him to the lasting grat-

itude of mankind.

Resolved, That in the death of our long-timed friend

and member, Mr. John S. Verity, the Boston Liberal

Club is placed under a double sorrow, he having
been not only a most honest, pleasing, and ready

debater, but also what is of still more importance, a

deeply earnest friend of thathumanity which it is our

aim to benefit by means of the public discussions

*which we constantly maintain.

THE Independent Pulpit, a liberal monthly,

edited by Mr. J. D. Shaw, formerly an orthodox

minister, and published at Waco, Texas, contains

interesting articles, and is evidently doing a good

work. We take from its columns the following

paragraph : "In arguing the merits of a religion, it

is common for champions to refer triumphantly to

certain great men who believed in their theory.

There is nomerit in such an argument,from the fact

that the great men of this world, as well as the

small, have been distributed among all beliefs and

disbeliefs . Some of the greatest men the world ever

produced were pagans, as Solon, Socrates, Aris-

totle, and Marcus Aurelius. Every denomination

of Christianity has been patronized by great men,

such as Newton, Lardner, and Macaulay. The

Jews point with pride to Josephus, Spinoza, and

Beaconsfield; the Spiritualists, to Zöllner, Wal-

lace, Crooks, and Morgan ; while every form of

unbelief has had its proportion of the great, such

as Bruno, Descartes, Hume, Gibbon, Humboldt,

Jefferson, Darwin, Haeckel, Tyndall, Huxley, and

a host of others. The great of earth are as igno-

rant of any other life as arethe small."

ATDamrosch's funeral in his opera house, New

York, on the 18th, Felix Adler, one of the speak-

ers, said:-

Thename of Dr. Damrosch is intimately connected

with this place. When I entered the house, Ifancied

Imust see him in his accustomed place. When I

heard the solemn music to which we have just lis-

tened, it seemed to me as if I could see the appari-

tion of your dead conductor wielding his bâton over

your heads, as he was wont to do, and guiding the

harmonies of sound which you have just rendered in

his honor. The soul of Damrosch allied itself to the

Damrosch idea of music. It was his idea. He clung

to his ideal as a lover to his bride. At last, his favor-

ite idea rose in the public eye, and he stood where

he could grasp the wreath of success. I shall lay

three wreaths upon the dead. The first shall be the

wreath of success. For years, he struggled and fought

against hardship with an indomitable will. The sec-

ond is the white, pure silver wreath of gratitude.

The last wreath is the evergreen wreath offame. Не

introduced us to a kind of music which has relation

to deep spiritual facts, music which seeks for us in

the longings of the modern age, and which makes

us acquainted with our age and brings us into contact

with vital reality. He was a true and faithful priest.

There is an earthly immortality for those who have

faithfully spent their lives in elevating their brothers

to higher and better spheres. To this immortality we

dedicate the name and fame of Leopold Damrosch.

A FRIEND asks us to explain briefly the differ-

ence between Mr. Spencer's and Mr. Harrison's

philosophy. They agree mainly in their philos-

ophy. Mr. Harrison (who is an acknowledged

Agnostic) says : "I habitually speak of him [Spen-

cer] as the only living Englishmanwho can fairly

layclaim to the name of philosopher. Nay, he is,

I believe, the only man in Europe now living who

has constructed a real system of philosophy. Very

much in that philosophy I willingly adopt ; as a

philosophical theory, I accept his idea of the Un-

knowable." But Mr. Harrison thinks Mr. Spen-

cer in error in regarding the Unknowable as the

true basis of religion : "Hence," he says, "if I

admit with him that philosophy points to an un-

knowable and inconceivable Reality behind phe-

nomena, I insist that to ordinary men and women

an unknowable and inconceivable Reality is prac-

tically an Unreality. The Everlasting Yes which

the evolutionist metaphysician is conscious of,

but cannot conceive, is in effect on the public a

mere Everlasting No; and a religion which begins

and ends with the mystery of the Unknowable is

not religion at all, but a mere logician's formula."

Mr. Harrison claims that religion must have its

basis and object in the region of the known-in

Humanity, since that "is the grandest object of

reverence within the region of the real and the

known."

THE Catholic Review publishes an address to the

students of the College of the Sacred Heart, Prai-

rie du Chien, Wis., by Rev. James Conway, S.J.,

on "Dangerous Literature." The answer to the

question, "What books and publications are forbid-

den?" says this priest and Jesuit, "may be freely

formulated thus: All those that are against faith

and morals. These are condemned alike by the

laws of good taste, by the law of nature, by the

law of God, and the laws of the Church, and can-

not be read without sin, unless when lawful per-

mission is given, in the absence of danger, for use-

ful purposes. Now, firstly, what books are against

faith ? To this question, I answer : In the first

place, all books or publications teaching infidelity,

-denying the existence of God, for instance, or

the immortality of the soul, or the existence of

future reward or punishment, or the divinity of the

Christian religion. Such are, for instance, the

works of Bob Ingersoll. Secondly, publications

that teach any heresy professedly, that deny or

call inquestion anydogma of the faith or teaching

of the Church, or either openly or covertly attack

the Church herself in her constitution, power, or

prerogatives. Thirdly, any book or publication

on religion written by a heretic or non-Catholic,-

for example, a Protestant or Methodist catechism,

prayer-book, or tract; for such from their very

nature must be hostile to the Church, and teach

errors and heresies ex professo. Lastly, scientific

works propounding false theories thatopenly con-

flict with the teaching of Revelation, such as Dar-

winism and the kindred theories of evolution, that

place man on the same level with the ape, having

the same origin, the same end and destiny as the

beasts of the forest. The books contained in these

four classes are prohibited alike by the law of

nature, in case of danger, and by the law of the

Church, in all cases; and, if they are books of any

volume, they cannot be knowingly read, kept, or

printed by any one without his incurring the pain

of excommunication. Nor does the Church give

permission to read them in particular cases, but

for very grave reasons and in the absence of all

danger."

OTHER scientific works, though written by here-

tics and containing incidental errors against faith,

may be read, "unless they are nominally prohibited

by the Church." "If the secular newspaper con-

tains but an occasional passing remark against the

Church, we must feel very grateful to it, as long

as the watchword is Ecrasez l'infâme. But, if it

makes a point to abuse the Church, we are for-

bidden in honor and in conscience to read or pa-

tronize it ." The question, "What books or publi-

cations are against morals ?" is answered by refer-

ring to publications like Peck's works and Peck's

Sun, "illustrations representing notably naked

figures," "the narration of obscene facts and the

like," "sentimental and sensational" books and

papers, "a godless, agnostic, and impious press."

These works "against morals" arecondemned; but

it is not said of them as it is of those "against

faith" that "they cannot be knowingly read, kept,

or printed by any one without his incurring the

painofexcommunication."

OUR BELONGINGS.

For The Index.

'Tis but a little time that we possess

This earthly life or honors. Let us learn,

Therefore, that Heaven hath given nought tous

To hold in ownership so absolute

Thatwemay guiltlessly employ our powers

To selfish ends. This marvellous frame of flesh

Andblood which we are wont to call ourselves

We do but borrow. In a few short years,

Nature puts forth her strong, relentless hand,

Andstrips us even to the last poor shred;

Forwe are hers, and not a passing hour

But Death's pale finger points to open graves,

Andwarns us she will have her own again.

Thenwhy should we so crave and toil to drain

The little streams that make our neighbor's wealth,

Andheap and gather, till the wasteful flow

Pours through the channel of our narrow lives,

Athousand-fold surpassing every need ?

ThankGod for death ! that swift, resistless flood,

That sweeps away all barriers, and restores

To common levels and necessities

The sweet and beautiful amenities

Thatpomp or greed its little hour withheld.

Thank God for death! the stern, impartial judge

Whose firm behest no earthly power can stay,

No art can foil, nor wealth nor cunning buy.

Aye, as we stand above the honored graves

Of menwho died for liberty and right,

Mourning our heroes,loving and beloved,

Wemaynot pay the tribute of a sigh,

When the strong hand that pushed the weak aside

For love of rule, and not of humankind,

Palsies and falls to common dust again.

'Tis the world's gain; and men with tearless eyes

Shall turn and go about their daily tasks,

Whispering silently, Thank God for death!

PROVIDENCE, R.I.

C.APLIN
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BOSTON, FEBRUARY 26, 1885.

THE INDEX is published every Thursday, at No. 44 Boyl-

stonStreet, Boston, by an incorporated Board of Trustees

nominated by the Free Religious Association. Terms:

Threedollars peryear, in advance.

THE objects of THE INDEX may be defined by the objects

of the Free Religious Association ; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-

lowship inthe spirit, and to encourage the scientific study

of man's religious nature and history"; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks

these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.

It would subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations the Christian no less

than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipate Re-

ligion frombondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-

tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

may be put more effectually to the service of a higher

Morality and an improved Social Welfare.

WILLIAM J. POTTER,

BENJAMIN F. UNDERWOOD, :::: :}
Editors .

NO WRITERS IN THE INDEX, editorial or other, are to be

regarded as speaking inbehalf of the Free ReligiousAsso-

ciation as awhole; nor is any writer to be held responsible
for any opinions expressed inits columns except his own.

For all unsigned editorial matter, B. F. UNDERWOOD, the

officeeditor, is responsible.

ALL communications intended for the paper and all

business letters should be addressed to B. F. UNDERWOOD,

theBusiness Manager,44 Boyiston Street, Boston, to whose

order all checks and drafts for THE INDEX should be

made payable. Letters for Mr. POTTER should be ad-

dressed to him, at New Bedford, Mass.

PAPERS are forwarded until an explicit order is

received by the publishers to discontinue, and until pay-

ment of all arrearages is made. The change of date on the

address label is a receipt for renewal, and no other receipt

willbesent unless specially requested.

For The Index.

MASSACHUSETTS SABBATH LAWS,

BY HENRY W. HOLLAND.

the tithing men to stop strangers in the streets

and send them home or to jail, if they were trav-

elling unnecessarily or idling, was a brief experi-

ment ; and, when ministers were stopped on the

way to exchange with each other, it was felt to be

too severe, and was abandoned. But it was in

quite recent times that the provisions against travel-

ling and workingwere extended to Sunday evening

(1844). On the whole, the law threatens many

more people with punishment now than it ever

didbefore.

The first provisions that I will refer to are those

relating to Saturday evening. Many persons are

ignorant that there are any, but they are not to be

overlooked. After sunset, on the last day of the

week, whoever is present at any game, sport, play,

or public diversion except sacred concerts or

licensed places of amusement, is subject to a fine.

We notice that it is the lookers-on only who are

liable, and that the persons who get up the enter-

tainment are safe, if they only keep out of sight.

The manager who directs it without being per-

sonally present is not to be blamed, while the spec-

tators are criminals.

We notice also that it is not certain whether

the games, sports, and plays which are not to be

visited on Saturday evening must be public or not.

The grammatical construction is distinctly in favor

of applying the limiting adjective "public" only

to the last word "diversion," and holding that all

private games are illegal; but it is very doubtful

whether the court would not take a narrower view,

and refuse to give such an offensive inquisitorial

construction to the law. As it stands, it is uncer-

tain whether the game of whist at home or the

private theatrical is forbidden or not. It does

appear to be clear, however, that while one might

safely go to the Boylston Museum, where no

respectable person would like to be recognized,

the door of the prisoner's dock is open for him if

he delays at a base-ball game after sunset, or goes

toapublic ball, or looks in at agame of billiards

at Parker's, or drops in at one of those halls to

which working-men are invited for a game of

whist or chess. Now here is a law of doubtful

meaning, but which in its most reasonable inter-

pretation is uniformly disregarded. The only

result of keeping it on the statute-book is to en-

able some clever rascal to use the machinery of

the lawto injure a rival or to get an enemy fined

for doing what no one sees any harm in.

There is a good deal to be said on both sides of

the question as to the best manner of observing

the Sabbath ; but, besides this, there is an impor-

tant question as to whether, if we concede that

the Orthodox principles are wise, our laws are

adapted to further them. Assuming that the

motive is a good one,whatmethods do weuse to

execute it ? While a large portion of the commu-

nity is unprepared for any change in the general

principle, nearly every intelligent person will agree

that the law ought to be sensible in its character

and free from obsolete provisions, and so clear and

certain that well-meaning citizens can find out

what it is and act up to it. The legal princi-

ple ignorantia ejus neminem excusat is necessary,

although sometimes harsh ; but its application

makes it all the more important that the law, with

which every one is presumed to be acquainted,

should be intelligible and consistent in its injunc-

tions and certain in its operations .

Provisions that serve only as a cover to fraud

or a means of malicious attack are particularly

out of place in a law intended to honor the Lord.

Astatute that is obsolete has always a bad effect,

for it shakes that respect for law in which demo-

cratic government is founded. But a law that is

almost unknown, and yet can be occasionally re-

vived for a mischievous purpose, is dangerous.

The present state of our Sunday laws is well

worth examination from this pointof view; and

we will, therefore, state it here, assuming for the

purposes of the essay that the general intention

of preventing both work and sport on the Sab-

bath is a wise ground for legislation.

Thegeneral provisions are of long standing ; and

there has not been any marked amelioration of late

years, with one incongruous exception, to be no-

ticed later. The drastic provision of authorizing

means of finding out, but is, nevertheless, respon-

sible for. And, while he is a law-breaker, the

guest goes free. The ignorant man is subject to

fine, but the man is blameless who knew the facts

and did the act for allowing which the other is to

be punished. This statute, like the preceding, is

seldom now enforced, but its mischievous charac-

ter is plain enough. It hardly seems likely that

any intelligent person can think that these two

provisions have any effect in keeping the following

dayholy. If it is necessary to devote the seventh

evening to preparation for the following day, then

some argument might be made for closing all

theatres and bar-rooms; but the restrictions that

we havewould be simply silly, if it were not that

they give a dangerous chance for spite.

Taking up now the laws for Sunday there

are certain provisions with regard to administra-

tion of the laws which require only a brief men-

tion. The court cannot sit, and no civil process is

to be served, though bail may issue to relieve an

arrested man. The jurisdiction of constables is

extended, and rude or indecent behavior in church

is punished. Also, the date for payment of notes

or discharge of prisoners is set for the day before.

These do not require anycomment. It is uncer-

tain whether the verdict of a jury on that day is

good ornot.

The rule that contracts made on that day will

not be enforced has been applied in agreat vari-

etyof cases. And it has even been carried to the

mischievous extreme of refusing to allow a man

to recover for goods sold and delivered on thatday

and retained afterwards (Myers v. Meinrath, 101

Mass. 366), and also actions for deceit perpetrated

on that day (Robeson v. French, 12 Met. 24). So

that fraud is permitted on aday consecrated to the

Lord, which is not tolerated on any other. It is

safe to say that on both these points the law is not

up to the morality of the community. It is not

likely that the statute of 1884 affects this.

The remaining statutes deal with keeping an

open shop, doing any work or business, travelling,

publichouses, theatres, dancing andplaying games,

hunting and fishing and gambling. A fine is

imposed on every one who keeps open his shop,

warehouse or workhouse ; and the place is open iu

the eye of the law, if persons have access to it,

even if the doors are closed. (Commonw. v. Lynch,

8 Gray, 384.) Under the ruling in Commonw. v.

Collins, 2 Cush., 556, which accepts the grammat-

ical construction of the statute, neither necessity

nor charity would be an excuse for the opening ;

but the court held that the opening would not be

unlawful,unless it were for the "purpose of work

or the transaction of business." Ten years later, in

1858 (Commonw. v. Harrison, 11 Gray, 308), the

court took the opposite view, and said that neces-

sity or charity would be an excuse; but there was

no discussion, the prior case was not alluded to,

and the decision of this point was not material, as

the instructions were sufficiently favorable to the

excepting party anyway. This point is, therefore,

uncertain. No doubt, a lawyermay open his office

and drawa will; but the barberwho opens on Sun-

daymorning is a criminal, although the man who

patronizes him is unblamed, if he will only take

the simple precaution of not paying. The horse-

car office with its counter of papers and ancient

candies is illegal. Under the strict letter of the

law, apothecary shops should be closed, though it

is not improbable that the court would refuse

to give so severe a construction. As to restau-

rants, it seems clear that, if they receive their

friends or regular customers, it is at their peril.

In Commonw. v. Pickering, 8 Pick. 234, a victual-

ler was punished; and, although the statute under

which this occurred is not now in force, that case

There is another provision about Saturday even-

ing, of the same general character, though not so

sweeping. Hotel keepers are forbidden to allow

any one to drink and spend time at their places,

unless he is a traveller, stranger, or lodger. A

manmay pass his evening in a strange bar-room,

but not in his own town. It is uncertain whether

the liquor drunk must be intoxicating, and there

would have to be an appeal to the Supreme Court

to settle it. The statute, of course, is to be strictly

construed; and, therefore, it seems to follow that.

while a man who hires a room at a hotel, but takes

his meals elsewhere has the right to loiter at the

bar on Saturday evening, a manwho comes there

regularly for his meals cannot safely take his glass

of ale with a lingering supper, unless he also takes

a room. The court has adopted such a wide lati-

tude of construction that one cannot be quite cer-

tain of this, still less of what the word "stranger"
means. If it denotes strangers to the landlord (as

the word "lodger" means lodger at the landlord's) ,

then the landlord must entertain men whom he

does not know, but not those whom he knows and

has learned to trust,whichseems absurd. On the

other hand, if it means a stranger to the town,

then the landlord's liability depends upon the

dwelling-place of the guest, which he has no
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shows that there is nothing in the nature of the

supply of food to the hungry to avoid such a pen-

alty. It is to be noted that Jews, Seventh-day

Baptists, and others who conscientiously observe

another day of rest, and are therefore permitted

todo business, travel, or work on the first day, are,

nevertheless, fobidden to keep open shop then.

(Commonw. v. Harrison, 122 Mass. 40.)

The most sweeping section is that which forbids

the doing any work or business except of necessity

or charity. The extent of the exception has been

much discussed under the section forbidding travel,

to which we shall presently refer. We will only

sayhere that hoeing corn and gathering seaweed

are forbidden, even if the crop would probably

otherwise be lost or injured. (Commonw. v. Josse-

lyn, 97 Mass. 411, and Commonw. v. Sampson, 97

Mass. 407.) Getting in hay before a threatened

storm is therefore illegal, though it seems that

cattle maybe fed. The druggist who sells cigars

or soda, the newsboy with his morning paper, the

milk-man, the barber, the horse-car conductor, the

steamer-hand, all are breakers of the law. They

have no claim for the goods or labor which they

wrongfully sell, and it is to the credit of our com-

munity that the protection which the law affords

to fraud is so seldom availed of.

honored body, it must be said that it is not fitted

to perform that function, and that it would have

done better to enforce the law as it stood, and

leave its modification to the legislature. To show

the confusion under which we now labor, we will

cite a few decisions. Aman may go to a funeral,

but he must not make a detour to call on the way

home. (Davis v. Somerville, 128 Mass. 594.) He

may visit a friend if he is sick (Doyle v. Lynn &

Boston R.R., 118 Mass. 195), but he may not go

after a letter to tell him about meeting a sick

sister (Bucher v. Fitchburg R.R., 131 Mass. 156).

He may take a walk within his town for air or

exercise (Hamilton v. Boston,14 Allen, 475), but

he is not to sail out in his yacht (Wallace v. Mer-

rimac River Nav. Co., 134 Mass. 95) . He may

send his carriage for his cook (Crosman v. Lynn,

121 Mass. 301), but he must not carry meat to

market men (Jones v. Andover, 10Allen, 18). Не

may carry the mails (Commonw. v. Knox, supra) or

mend the road (Flagg v. Millbury, 4 Cush. 243),

but he cannot help a friend byclearing out a pit

which will save stopping a mill (McGrath v. Mer-

win, 112 Mass. 467). He may go to a Spiritualist

camp-meeting (Feital v. Middlesex R.R., 109 Mass.

398), but not to an Orthodox one, unless he means

to go to the services (Lyons v. Desotelle, 124 Mass.

387) . And if, when he is travelling illegally, a

dog frightens his horse, he can recover (White v.

Lang, 128 Mass. 598), but not if the injury comes

from another horse (Lyons v. Desotelle, supra) .

It is not possible for the mind untrained in legal

principle to get a clear idea of the law from these

This, however, is true: that every one of

the thousands of excursionists who seek a breath

of fresh air beyond the stifling city walls in sum-

mer is a criminal. He should avail himself of his

privilege of spending his time in a strange bar-

room within the city, and not forget that every

horse-car conductor or driver, every employé on a

way train or omnibus or depot hack or boat, is

awrong-doer like himself.

cases.

The section forbidding travel on the Lord's day

except from necessity or charity has been a fertile

subject of litigation. Not that there aremany re-

ported cases of punishment of the traveller. The

amusing account in the life of the Puritan Robert

Pike two centuries ago is the only one we call to

mind. He had attended both services and closed

the day with prayer; and, as soon as the fall of the

sun allowed, he had to start on urgent business for

the Merrimack (the day then ending at sunset) .

Unluckily, as he passed the house of a neighbor

who had a grudge against him, the deceptive

clouds broke away, and a gleam of level light

showed that he had started a few minutes too

soon, and profaned the Lord's day; and neither

his age nor his high standing could save him Then there are two statutes relating to hotel

from punishment. In recent days, it has seldom | keepers who allow drinking and idling on their

premises, reminding one of the time when officers

went round to be sure that there were no loafers

in church time. These statutes have the ambigui-

ties pointed out above in the somewhat similar

Saturday evening law, with the additional diffi-

culty that the second is in part in conflict with and

no doubt repealed by the first; but, in the absence

of a supreme court decision, it would be unwise to

attempt to say just what the law is. The wording

is apparently broad enough to cover any one who

gives a cup of tea to a friend, but it hardly seems

likely that the court would accept this construction.

The provision against games and theatres for-

bids every one, no matter how young, from taking

or never been directly enforced; but it has, never-

theless, been an efficient shield to unscrupulous

defendants, who have made use of it to avoid pay-

ing for injuries for which they were justly liable.

Fortunately, this crying evil has at last been par-

tially cured by the statute of 1884, providing that

the law should no longer be abused in this way;

but Sunday travel is still forbidden, and the evil

is aggravated by the doubtful character of the

judicial decisions. No one knows now just what

this necessity or charity is. At an early date, the

court engaged in a well-meant attempt to mitigate

the severity of the law by construing it to mean

not actual necessity, but "moral fitness or pro-

priety" (Commons v. Knox, 6 Mass. 76), and hold-| part in anysport, game, or play, public or private,

ing that the court was to decide what this moral

fitness or propriety was, and declare it to the jury,

sitting apparently as a sort of spiritual council and

court of law combined. The law, as it stood, was

so unreasonable that the temptation to improve it

was overwhelming. When ministers were arrested

for travelling to exchange with brother ministers,

the professional fellow-feeling of the court was

aroused; and it tried to do its best, not to amelio-

rate the law, for in manyrespects our construction

of it is more severe than that of other States,-but

tomake it tolerable. It is true that the wording

of the statute is plain and without a particle of

authority to the court for its anomalous venture

into the field of ethics, and the results of the

excursion have not been so happy as to invite a

further excursion. The bench was not constructed

with a view to instructing us in the moral pro-

prieties; and, with alldue respect to that able and

Scriptural or profane, a provision which reminds

one of the old Puritan punishment for the children

who laughed or looked out of the window on that

day. No one must be present at anydancing, pri-

vate or public, or any public diversion, the fine

being less if it is in the evening.

Also there is a provision against discharging

firearms in the pursuit of game, but not forbid-

ding hunting with an air-gun or bow-gun ; and

there is a prohibition against attempting to fish.

The legislatureevidently thought less of our abil-

ity with the line than the shot-gun, and forbids

even the essay in the piscatorial sport. There is

also a statute against gambling.

It is to be remembered that these are not anti-

quated and musty laws. The ruling against a

social callwas in 1880, that against sailing was in

1883, and that against horse-carconductors in 1883.

And the court still assumes the power to decide,

from its own conscience, as to what moral pro-

priety requires for that day.

Wewill close with an extract from the diary of

Mr. Solomon Smith, covering twenty-four hours :-

Sunday.Got up and went to the barber's right

after breakfast. Camehome and tied up some vines,

and put up some more hooks for the boarders' hats.

After church, went round to Sally's on the wayhome,

and played cat's-cradle with my grandchildren. After

dinner, Neighbor Sharp came round for a cigar; and

I opened the shop, got him one. Had some words

about the price, and he did not like it. Sally's hus-

band came round to tea with three of the boys, and

I took them all to see the stereopticon pictures of

Jerusalem, at the vestry.
Monday. Met Sharp, and asked to settle for the

cigar. He said he owed me nothing, and had made

seven complaints against me for violating six statutes,

and fines would not exceed $415 and costs. Didn't

believe him. Asked Judge Jones. Sent Sharp the

rest of the box of cigars. Mem., look out for Sharp

next Sunday.

For The Index.

THOMPSON'S PSYCHOLOGY.

Mind Substance and the Summum Bonum.

These books are in many ways a surprise. They

come from London; yet they were written in New

York, and are thoroughlyAmerican. They are inter-

esting, yet they treat of the most dry and difficult

questions of philosophy and science. They are

learned and exhaustive, yet were the recreations

of one of the busy practitioners of that "jealous pro-

fession," the law.

These books come to us over the water, evidently

for the reason that no American publisher would

venture before the American public with them. Thus ,

our author, like his great "kinsman," Count Rum-

ford, finds his introduction to his thinking country-

men from a foreign land. The following dedication,

therefore, to that great scientist of the last century,

may be an interesting admonition:-

These Volumes are inscribed by a Kinsman of a Later

Generation to the Illustrious Memory of

SIR BENJAMIN THOMPSON,

COUNT RUMFORD,

agreat Prophet, a Philosopher, Statesman, and Benefactor

ofMankind, who while living was not without Honor save

inhis own Country, and upon whom dead that Praise, justly

due to a Merit almost unrivalled among American Men of

Science, has been tardily and incompletely bestowed, both

byhis own Family and his Countrymen at large.

That we may escape any similar charge of ingrati-

tude, we must carefully consider the real story the

author has tried to tell. In a word, it is the auda-

cious attempt of modern science to explain that

microcosm,-that conscious, inward "spiritual" world

ofman, much as his "kinsman" and Newtonand their

compeers have explained the macrocosm, that great

unconscious, external, material world around man.

In modern psychology, thought has turned upon

itself its own ego, and demands, What art thou, and

whence, and whither? The answers to these ques-

tions, on the scientific method, must of course deal

with the most complex and difficult of subjects. But

whatcan be more interesting or important than such

answers ? They only can give the scientific solution

of our nature and existence.

This solution the author gives in these two large

volumes of ten parts (seventy-five chapters), of which

this is the plan and order of treatment:-

1. The relation and place of the ego in the order of

the sciences and the methods of investigation.

2. Generally, what the states of consciousness are

and the postulates of psychology.

3. The material conditions of the ego and its states

of consciousness.

4. The genesis of states of consciousness.

5. The factors of the development of states of con-

sciousness.

6. The general development of states of conscious-

ness .

7. The cognitive integrations, or mind and its oper-

ations (logics).

*ASystem of Psychology. By Daniel GreenleafThomp
Intwo volumes. 8vo. 600 pages,each. London:

Longmans, Green & Co. Price 30s.

son.
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8. The integrations of feeling, or pleasures and

pains (æsthetics).

9. Volitional and ultimate integrations, or the will

in relation to the Summum Bonum and the objects

andduty of life(conetics).

10. Disintegration and dissolution of states of con-

sciousness, or death and the connection of the mind

andbody.

It must strike every one that this is the outline of

amighty undertaking,-not of this author only, but

of scientists who have been accumulating their re-

searches for three centuries. What Milton attempted

in lofty theosophical poetry, our scientist ventures

now inplain but elegant prose, with no inspiration

but the love of truth, and no revelation but the facts

and laws of man's inward and outward world. With

these only, science solves the nature, lot, and fate of

man, and leaves us to become reconciled to its , at

first, crushing conclusions as best we can.

It is well to note, too, in this connection that these

volumes are laid before our American public at a

very appropriate time in the progress of our scientific

philosophy. Abroad, this line of thought took new

impulse from Auguste Comte, and was nobly contin-

ued in England by Mill, Bain, Lewes, and Herbert

Spencer. With us, the story has beenworthily taken

up by John Fiske in his Cosmic Philosophy and by

Lester F. Ward in his Dynamic Sociology. We need

to give no higher tribute to this psychology than to

say that it is abecoming sequel to those great works

in its subject and mode of treatment, and should

stand in our libraries with them as the completion of

anAmerican course of scientific philosophy. For, as

the two volumes of Fiske are more especially an

exposition of the cosmos and organic world, and as

Ward's two volumes are devoted to the sociology of

mankind, so now these two volumes come as the cap-

sheaf of our scientific speculation, with its explana-

tion of the individual man, and his relations and

duties in those cosmic and social worlds. Inplacing

this work by the side of those just named, ordinary

criticism of it is rendered unnecessary. It is recog-

nized as astandard work at once.

We would like to follow its story of the ego from

birth to the grave. Interesting questions are sug-

gestedby each of its tengrand divisions . The whole

world of the sciences is classified, so that its influence

on the ego can be estimated. The origin and progress

of consciousness in the lower animals from protozoa

to man is a fine epitome of the story of evolution.

The notion of innate ideas and their solution, and so

of space and time, of the reasoning processes, and,

finally, the display of the emotions, illustrated by

snatches of the finest poetry in the language, these

topics and more tempt us at every step. But, as to

them all, the limits of our space forbid evena word.

Mind Substance.

Some intimation must be given, however, of the

answers to the main questions, "Whence" the con-

scious ego, and "whither" ?

The answers to these questions are given at the

end of this work, so that we are tempted to read it

backwards, as we often do law reports and novels, in

order to get the latest and most important advices

first. The question, Whence our consciousness ? is in

a philosophic sense preliminary to the whole discus-

sion, but is disposed of in the last chapter, "On the

Connection of Mind and Body" ; while the object of

life, or "whither," is settled in the preceding chapters

on the "Summum Bonum" and "Ends" of life. On

the interesting question how consciousness arises

there are two prominent hypotheses :-

1. The monistic, or strictly scientific, to the effect

that consciousness and the ego arise as the correlate

of the changes in the world about it, of which it is a

resultant part.

2. The dualistic, to the effect (in our author's words)

"that consciousness is only the flowering of mind,

and that below consciousness there is an unconscious

mind substance, out of which consciousness is evolved.

... Hence, matter is everywhere correlated with its

atoms, atoms of mind substance having laws exactly

parallel to and counterparts of material laws," etc.

(pp. 586, 587.) We thus have "mind-stuff and matter-

stuff" as the inevitable dualism of existence and of

consciousness .

The last surprise about this work is that it is

written throughout thoroughly on the monistic, cor-

relate, scientific hypothesis, and yet at the close the

author gives his casting vote to the unscientific, meta-

physical, theological dualism. This conclusion can-

not but cause deep regret to some of his scientific

friends. If the "mind-stuff" of Count Rumford, the

father of the law of correlation,could come to voice

again, and why may it not, if this hypothesis be

true ?-might it not strike his young kinsman in this

wise? "Do youmean to tell me that you account for

a headache by an ache-stuff? Nonsense! Let us

have no more fifth wheels to the scientific coach.

When I proved by the boring of cannon in water that

so much motionwas the equivalent and correlate of

so much heat, Iput the clew in your hand by which

you should trace every change in the world to its

correlates. These correlate changes are the only

mind-stuff or mind substance you need." The ego, or

mind, is a continuous process of centring and react-

ing processes, and not at all a stuff, gas, substance,

spirit, entity, or any kind of hypothetical quasi-

matter. Take those words out of scientific psychol-

ogy as I took 'caloric' out of natural philosophy.

Let us have no more of this bogus, transcendental

materialism , instead of the good honest 'modes of

motion' I pointed out to you."

It would seem that our author, instead of following

the law of his great kinsman, had been beguiled by

the unfortunate similar hypothesis at the close of

the first volume of Herbert Spencer's Psychology, of

which he has here given us an echo, instead of some

original work of his own. But, most fortunately,his

work is written on the correlate theory. He says

(pp. 588, 589): "I shall adopt the doctrine of concomi-

tance and correspondence, ... and continue to speak

of mental states as caused by physical states and the

converse. For working purposes the statement is

sufficient, for scientific it is really susceptible of expla-

nation, possibly it may turn out to be exactly true,

after all."

Itdoes seem that, if our author had experimented

on the lower organisms, and seen how natural and

simple the life contraction and reaction really are in

them, he would have been able to appreciate the

complexity of higher organisms. The trouble is that,

instead of beginning with the rudiments in compara-

tive psychology and working up, we are, by Mr.

Spencer and others, treated to illustrations from

things entirely disparate, in order to appreciate its

highest and most delicate and complex reflex actions.

Thus, the common illustrations from the"governor"

of the steam-engine, and from piano or other music,

are quite misleading. If the piano music could con-

dense on a second series of reflex wires so as to move

the keys again, or affect the outside world, or recall

and repeat the music again without restriking the

keys, the illustration would suggest the reflex proc-

ess or correlate theory as much clearer than any

music or mind entity. Music was once a goddess or

entity, now we know it as our mode of feeling air

changes or vibrations . In time, we shall recognize

consciousness and mind as the continuous change

within our systems called sensation answering to the

world changes without.

Nor must we expect too much of any scientific

explanation. The dictum of Prof. Tyndall, in his

celebrated Belfast address, to the effect that no mo-

lecular or nerve change is conceivable as sensation,

has been accepted far beyond its true bearing. No

change resembles or is conceivable as its correlate,

until it so appears. It is not conceivable that oxygen

andhydrogen gases will chemically combine as water,

so different from both. Nor would so much motion

a priori correlate as the entirely different heat, light,

or electricity; but it does. So, in the organic world,

the fact controls the contractility of protoplasm; and

its reflex action, sensation, and life are seen to be the

correlates of changes of nutrition and environment.

The mind entity is as superfluous as the music, mo-

tion, or heat entity. The ego, with all its wonderful

consciousness and play of faculties, rises and falls

with its word-tide of nutrition, support, and changes,

physical, chemical, mental, emotional, social, and

other, for some seventy years. It then ceases, be-

cause these processes of change can no longer corre-

late in and through the defective organism. If there

be a mind substance or entity, then it should cer-

tainly appear. But as in law, so in science, "concern-

ing not appearing and not existing the reasoning is

the same."

Would that our author had waited until he was

sure that the correlate hypothesis was not "exactly

true" before giving his vote against it! For this stuff

hypothesis, if not true, is not good. For, if mind is

an entity, by the law of correlation it is indestructible

in its elements andtheir changes, and the unseen spirit

or entity world has an undoubted reality. If science

has not closed this backdoor, all the ghost advocates

are upon us, from the pope at Rome to the dollar

medium who evokes our last departed. Science and

civilization will be at the mercy not only of"cosmic

theism," but of revelations, materializations, and

inspirations, ancientand modern, without let or hin-

drance. Nothing can stand against these supersti-

tions but the law of correlation as attestedby modern

science, from the changes and laws of the stars

through all the world up to the consciousness of man.

If this mind and conscious ego of man is not a corre-

late of its and our world, science, and especially its

psychology, is but the shallow amusement of a few

hours or years; while the realm of the immortal

ghosts is infinite and eternal, and may justly domi-

nate the life of man, which is but a conscious moment

made possible only by the "divine effluence" of its

eternal substance. Where is there not an "inspired"

fanatic ready to be a St. Paul, and declare this un-

knownGod and"unknowable" world to us? If there

is a scientific method,let us pray scientists to stand

by its fundamental law in theory as well as in prac-

tice, at least in their books.

The Summum Bonum.

Next to the question of the origin of the ego follows

ingeneral interest that of its end, object, and destiny.

This question our author meets fairly, and disposes

of bravely and consistently on the scientific basis

only. He finds that man, by nature, condition, and

heredity, is moved by three classes of impulses,-ego-

istic, ego-altruistic, and altruistic. The object and

end of life is to attain its highest satisfaction or hap-

piness, as Epicurus plainly meant. This is shown to

be impossible without regard to and proportionate

exercise of each of these three classes of impulses

or motives bywhich human actions are determined.

But man is a social animal to such an extent that

his existence, much less his happiness, is impossible

without subordinating his chief good, or sumтит

bonum, to the chief good of the human race itself.

Therefore, the individual's comfort, happiness, and

final "blessedness" can be attained only by laying

the chief emphasis of life upon the altruistic senti-

ments and impulses. The egoistic and ego-altruistic

sentiments and impulses are to be strengthened as

the basis of the highest altruistic motives, but subor-

dinated to them. This has been the moral law here-

tofore taught by sociologists, but the facts which our

author brings to its support from the psychologic

analysis of the individual only throws new and recon-

ciliatory light upon the whole subject. The Epicu-

reans, Stoics, and religionists of all faiths are for the

first time presented in away to showthe moral and

social value of the part truths which they have dis-

proportionately emphasized to the exclusion of some

equally necessary part of human nature.

Nor less clearly are we shown that altruism with

its blessedness is not always to be regarded as an

infallible receipt for happiness. It may be blind,

until the conscience is educated to see clearly how it

may be wisely and safely pursued. Often, indeed,

the devotion to family, State, or country, or some

subordinate social body or integration, may eclipse

the higher relation to the race itself; but, in the end,

this higher relation must and does, by natural law of

selection, subordinate all other social and moral rela-

tions, which are but its parts. Thus, the sumтит

bonum of the individual is always harmonized with

the scientific and social summum bonum, which is

that of the race or human society at large in its con-

tinuity and solidarity. The individual is the blos-

soming of the race; and in and for it he must live, if

he lives happily or worthily.

Yet"it does not follow that to seek as an end the

highesthappiness of the greatest number, or the chief

good of the race, is always the surest way to secure

the individual's chief good. It does appear, however ,

that to hold up as a principal end the happiness of

some others is a most certain means to the individual

of attaining his summum bonum. How wide the

circle of altruistic regards should be for the indi-

vidual's happiness must be determined by circum-

stances." (p. 560.) The author proceeds to show, as

most reformers have found, that obloquy and death

are the rewards of those who push altruism beyond

the sympathies of one's neighbors, yet that such re-

wards doubtless bring to higher natures the highest

satisfaction and happiness of their lives. Here, as in



418
THE INDEX FEBRUARY 26 1885

somany other respects, the golden mean is the wiser

course for the average man; yet he adds: "In the

education of individuals, it is proper to inculcate as

aprincipal end of volition and action the greatest

happiness of the greatest number. Each man ought

to make it a principal end; for the obligation indi-

cated by the word 'ought' arises from the social

condition of mankind, and has no meaning except

with reference to a man's connection with other sen-

tient beings than the ego.... If, then, a person ought

with respect to other sentient beings to make the

ideal of highest general happiness a principal end,

and can be made to take his greatest pleasure in

doing what he ought, he has followed the bestmeans

to achieve his individual summum bonum." (p. 561.)

How this conclusion is wisely modified and illus-

trated space compels us to leave to the reader to

pursue in the work itself, where Epicurus and Zeno,

Cicero and St. Paul, are brought under the range of

amoral law which enables us to love and appreciate

not only them, but their counterparts in our modern

and even in our daily life.

NEW YORK, Feb. 8, 1885.

T. B. WAKEMAN.

WHEN Herbert Spencer denies that his system is

identical with materialism, there are persons who

declare that his philosophy must be spiritualistic.

When, in correction of this error, he denies that his

philosophy is spiritualistic, there are those just as

ready to assert that he is a materialist. But slight

acquaintance with Mr. Spencer's views would enable

all who are capable of understanding his main

thought to see that, as he himself says, his reason-

ings "afford no support to either of the antagonist

hypotheses respecting the ultimate nature of things.

Their implications are no more materialistic than

they are spiritualistic, and no more spiritualistic

than they are materialistic." Whatever be the truth

or error of Mr. Spencer's positions, they ought to be

understood and fairly stated before they are criticised.

Some years ago, in reply to a writer who had repre-

sented him as "working out a materialistic system,"

he wrote: "He knows that I have repeatedly and

emphatically asserted that our conceptions of matter

and motion are but symbols of an Unknowable Real-

ity; that this Reality cannot be that which we sym-

bolize it to be; and that as manifested beyond con-

sciousness under the forms of Matter and Motion it

is the same as that which in consciousness is mani-

fested as Feeling and Thought. Yet he continues to

describe me as reducing everything to dead mechan-

ism. If his statement ... has any meaning at all, it

means that there exists some 'force operating ab

extra,' some 'external power,' distinguished by him

as 'mechanical,' which is NOT included inthat imma-

nent force of which the universe is a manifestation;

though whence it comes he does not tell us. This

conception he speaks of as though it were mine, mak-

ing it seem that I ascribe the moulding of organisms

to the action of this 'mechanical,' 'external power,'

which is distinct from the Inscrutable Cause of

things. Yet he either knows or has ample means of

knowing that I deny every such second cause: in-

deed, he has himself classed me as an opponent of

dualism. I recognize no force within the organism

or without the organism but the variously condi-

tioned modes of the universal immanent force; and

the whole process of organic evolution is everywhere

attributed by me to the co-operation of its variously

conditioned modes, internal and external ."

TO EVERY form of being is assigned

An active principle: howe'er removed

From sense and observation, it subsists

In all things, in all natures,-in the stars

Of azure heaven, the unenduring clouds,

In flower and tree, in every pebbly stone

That paves the brooks, the stationary rocks,

The moving waters, and the invisible air.

Whate'er exists hath properties that spread

Beyon I itself, communicating good,

Asimple blessing, or with evil mixed;

Spirit that knows no insulated spot,

No chasm, no solitude; from link to link

Itcirculates, the soul of all the worlds.

-Wordsworth.

Our great want in social life is a deep and wide

sympathy. This is it which enables us to see with

another's vision and to appreciate another's instincts .

-Selected.

EVERY failure is a stepto success; every detection

of what is false directs us toward the true; every

trial exhausts some tempting form oferror. Not only

so, but scarcely any attempt is entirely a failure;

scarcely any theory, the result of steady thought, is

altogether false; no tempting form of error is without

some latent charm derived from truth.-Whewell.

BOOK NOTICES .

CUSTOM AND MYTH. By Andrew Lang, M.A., late

Fellow of Merton College, Oxford. New York:

Harper & Brothers .

Mr. Lang is a poet of no mean ability. As a poet,

he has done some delicate work, and at least one

daring thing,-his Helen of Troy. His Ballades and

Verses Vain were a kind of poetry, as Emerson has

written, " fit to put round frosted cake." His sonnet

on the Odyssey is perhaps his best work as a poet.

He has written literary essays that exhibit candor

and a nice appreciation of what is good in literature

and art. But we had not thought of him as a scholar

except in a particular line,-the epics of Homer, of

which he has made admirable prose translations,

sharing with others the burden and the honor of the

task. He had one helper on the Odyssey, two upon

the Iliad. His Custom and Myth proves him to have

been a careful student of folk-lore and kindred mat-

ters through a wide range of literature and observa-

tion. The object of his discussion is to show that a

relation of cause and effect exists between the first

and second terms of his title; that myth has to a

greatextent its origin in the customs of primitive and

savage peoples. He dedicates his book to Mr. E. В.

Tylor, the author of Primitive Culture ; and his intel-

lectual sympathies are with his methods and results

to a much greater extent than those of Prof. Max

Müller, who furnishes him with his objective oftener

than any other writer. Müller is for Mr. Lang

the most distinguished representative of the wrong

method of procedure in the study of mythology.

Philological mythology is often, he affirms and

proves, discredited by the divergences and contra-

dictions of its friends. Certainly, in many cases he

makes good his point against the philological expla-

nations of Müller and his school. And he is equally

successful in his suggestions of the probable origin

of various myths from various customs, and attempts

to poetize or explain them by those for whom their

orginal force was lost. There are fourteen chapters

in his book besides the Introduction, which sets forth

the general doctrine of the succeeding study. This

doctrine is further elaborated in the first chapter,

"The Method of Folk-lore." Then come in separate

chapters several particular illustrations: "The Bull-

roarer"; "Cupid and Psyche," in which the survival

of a rule of barbarous etiquette is clearly shown;

"A Far Travelled Tale," arguing that separate philo-

logical invention is less likely than wide dissemina-

tionfrom acommon source; "Apollo and the Mouse"

and "Star Myths," both suggesting survivals of sav-

agery as a better explanation than "the disease of

language." Other interesting chapters are on "The

Finnish Kalevala," "The Divining Rod," " Hottentot

Mythology." Two of the most elaborate are reviews

of Müller's doctrine of "Fetichism and the Infinite,"

of the views of Maine and McLennan in regard to

primitive marriage, promiscuity, polyandry, and so

Mr. Lang concludes that McLennan is more

nearly in the right than Maine. If he does nothing

more in this interesting volume, he discourages a too

hasty acceptance of philological explanations, and

inclines us to allow more to the survival of custom

and the development of similar myths by similar

conditions and the unific operation of the primitive

and savagemind.

on.

CONGRESSIONAL GOVERNMENT. A Study of American

Politics . By Woodrow Wilson, Fellow in History,

Johns Hopkins University. Boston : Houghton,

Mifflin & Co. 1885. pp. 333. Price $1.25.

In this volume, we have half a dozen essays, the

object of which is to point out the most characteristic

practical features of our system of government, and

to show wherein it differs most essentially from the

other governments of the world. It is, the author

shows, our legislative and administrative machinery,

and not simply our federal system or the principles

of our Constitution, which makes our government

essentially unlike all others. The most striking con-

trast in modern politics is shown to be, not between

amonarchy and a republican government like ours,

but between Congressional and Parliamentary gov-

ernments, between a "committee government" and

one by a responsible cabinet ministry, between "ad-

ministration by semi-independent executive agents

who obey the dictation of a legislature towhich they

are not responsible and administration by executive

agents who are the accredited leaders and accounta-

ble servants of a legislature virtually supreme in all

things." The defects of our national system, manyor

all of which have been pointed out by previous writ-

ers, are here restated. Many facts given in the his-

tory of Congressional legislation and the contrast be-

tween the two types of government referred to above

are presented in a manner which makes our system,

regarded by so many among us the most perfect ever

devised, appear far inferior to a government by a

responsible cabinet ministry.

THE January number of the Revue de Belgique

shows from letters, hitherto unpublished, by John

Stuart Mill, how keen an interest he took in the

problem of reconciling individual ownership of land

with the general welfare. Shortly before his death,

he spoke with warm sympathy of the socialistic

authors, though he was not satisfied with their re-

sults . The Belgian economist who has preserved

these facts, M. de Laveleye, tells also how he urged,

as objections to female suffrage, not only the risk of

impairing domestic harmony, but the subjection of

Roman Catholic women to the priests. Mr. Mill

replied from Avignon, September, 1869, in a letter

which maybe translated thus: "Iam convinced that

family life has nothing to fear from the perfect polit-

ical and civic equality of the sexes. This life is so

necessary to humanity that it can be in no danger

of destruction; and it must, I think, gain like all

other social relations by depending on the harmony

of will of both partners instead of the arbitrary

power of one. There would doubtless be some dan-

ger from clerical influence, if female suffrage could

be established to-day; but there is little chance of

that. And is it not mainly because women have no

voice in politics nor in the management ofbusiness

that men abandon them to the influence of priests,

with the idea that this will open an avenue for their

natural sensibility without doing any particular mis-

chief, and will, moreover, favor conjugal fidelity ?

This is a short-sighted plan, and would not be fol-

lowed longer, if women had rights, which, when exer-

cised ignorantly, imperil very serious and vital in-

terests."

THE Popular Science Monthly for March is a very

readable number. The first paper is on "Science in

Politics," by Frank Wigglesworth Clark. What our

government owes to science and its increasingde-

pendence on scientific methods are strongly set forth,

with some valuable suggestions concerning improve-

ments which might be expected from a larger infusion

of the scientific element in the government service.

"The Darwinian Theory of Instinct," by George J.

Romanes , F.R.S., is an able presentation of Darwin's

views, and the present drift of scientific opinion on

this subject. Dr. Frank H. Hamilton gives us an

estimate of the value of "Medical Expert Testi-

mony" ; "How Fungi live in Winter," by Dr. B. D.

Halsted; the second of Dr. von Pettenkofer's valuable

papers on " Cholera" ; "A Project in Industrial Edu-

cation," by Mr. Franklin Haven North; "The Pain-

less Extinction of Life, " by Dr. B. W. Richardson;

"TheAccurate Measurement of Time," by Theodore

B. Willson; "English Experience with Cancer," by

Dr. H. P. Dann,-are among the other interesting

articles in this number.

In the March number of the North American Re-

view , Murat Halstead, of the Cincinnati Commercial

Gazette, contributes an article on "The Revival of

Sectionalism. " In the same number, Archdeacon

Farrar presents his views on "Future Retribution,"

and Prof. N. K. Davis discusses "The Moral Aspects

of Vivisection" in away that brings together briefly

nearly everything that any person of note has said on

the subject. Max Müller describes the astonishing

ideas of the Buddhists on the subject of charity, and

George John Romanes opens up a great subject with

an article on "Mind in MenandAnimals." The other

articles are one by President Gilman on Titles, one

byJudge JohnA. Jameson on "Speculation in Poli-

tics," and one by John W. Johnston on "Railway

Land-grants."
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WALKER (PROF. F. A.) . Wages

Money.....

Money, Trade, and Industry.

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6

3.50

4.00

1.50

4.00
2.00

vols . Illus . 10.00
1.25

2.00

traits. 3 vols.... 6.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

ClimbingPlants

Insectivorous Plants

tion. 2 vols......

Journal of
Researches .

Emotional
Expression..

Animals and Plants under Domestica-

3.00

2.00 moirandPortrait. 2vols ..

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D. ) . The Lady of the

3.50

Famous Americans of Recent Times ....

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

2.00
tory Liquor Laws .. 1.25

The Social Law of Labor..
1.50

tions. 2 vols .. 6.00 WEISS (JOHN). LifeandCorrespondence

Aroostook 1.50 PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART) . The
of Theodore Parker

4.00
5.00

The Undiscovered Country ... 1.50 GatesAjar ...... 1.50
American Religion

1.50
2.00

Orchids fertilized by Insects 1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a
Beyond the Gates. 1.50

The ImmortalLife
1.50

Forms ofFlowers...

Fertilization in theVegetable Kingdom. 2.00
1.75 Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols....

Doctor Zay .. 1.25
Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare

2.00

3.00

Completeset,13vols .

Vegetable Mould, etc...

PowerofMovement inPlants...... 1.50

2.00

Travels andResearches

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-

.75

1.50
traits... 1.50

PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newly engravedLikenesses ofSumner.

2vols....

WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

Growth of Language . 1.50

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works, with Portrait 2.00

6.00 WILSON (HENRY). Rise and Fall of the
25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays .. 1.50 POPE'S Essay on Man.. .50 Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols ....... 9.00
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AmericanAuthors "FREIDENKER.”
“ THE LITERARY REVOLUTION” does not HAWTHORNE'S TWICE TOLD TALES. In one large 12mo

confine its publications to the works of Foreign or Ancient

authors, but includes many of the most excellent and famous

American Classics, as the following titles certify.

AMERICAN FICTION .

These are the now justly celebrated " Caxton Editions,"

unabridged, large type, excellent paper and press work, very

tasteful cloth binding--no handsomer editions ever before

issued at less than three to five times the cost.

PROSE TALES of EDGAR A. POE. In one handsome large
12mo. volume of 712 pages, Long Primertype. Price, $1.00.

COOPER'S LEATHER STOCKING TALES. Six large 12mo. Vol-

umes, bound in three, aggregating about 2,400 pages, Long Primer type.

The set contains : THE DEERSLAYER, PATHFINDER, LAST OF THE MOHI-

CANS, THE PIONEERS, THE PRAIRIE, THE SPY. Price, $2.50.

WORKS of WASHINGTON IRVING. Complete (except life of

Washington, which will soon appear) in six beautiful volumes, large

type, over 5,000 pages. Price, $4.00.

Also Library Edition, inninevolumes,fine cloth, gilt tops, $6.00.

AMERICAN POETS.

These editions are not unabridged (except Poe and Willis),

but include all on which copyright has expired-of course,

all those earlier writings which gave the authors their world-

wide fame. All in large type and fine cloth binding.

POEMS by H. W. LONGFELLOW. In one 12mo. volume of 269

pages. Small Pica type, leaded. Price, 40 cents.

POEMS by JOHN G. WHITTIER. In one 12mo. volume of 319

pages, Small Pica type, leaded. Price, 40 cents.

POEMS by WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT. In one 12mo. volume,

347 pages, Small Pica type, leaded. Price, 40 cents.

POETICAL WORKS of EDGAR A. POE. Complete in one hand-

some 12mo. volume. Cloth, 40 cts .; gilt edges, ornamented, 60 cents,

POETICAL WORKS of N. P. WILLIS. Complete in one hand-

some 12mo, volume. C'loth, 40 cts .; gilt edges, ornamented, 60 cts .

ESSAYS-HUMOR, Etc.

Unabridged, large type, tasteful cloth binding-always and

everyway satisfactory to purchasers.

ESSAYS of RALPH WALDO EMERSON.

pages, Small Pica type, leaded. Price, 40 cents.

Large 12mo., 326

volume, Small Pica type, leaded. Price, 40 cents .

HAWTHORNE'S GRANDFATHER'S CHAIR.

12mo. volume, Small Pica type, leaded. Price, 40 cents.

In one large

The WIDOW BEDOTT PAPERS. By Frances M. Whitcher.

One handsome 12mo. volume, Long Primer type. Price, 40 cents .

CREENWOOD JUVENILES. Nine delightful volumes by GRACE

GREENWOOD. One new, the others formerly published by TICKNOR &

FIELDS at 75 cents to $1.25 each. Price of the set, $3 00.

BIOGRAPHY-PATRIOTISM .

EMINENT AMERICANS . Brief Biographies of Statesmen, Pa

triots, Orators, and others. By BENSON J. LOSSING, LL.D. With over

100 portraits. Large 12mo., cloth. Price, 70 cents.

CYCLOPEDIA of EMINENT CHRISTIANS. ByJohn Frost, LL.D.
Small octavo, 672 pages , Small Pica type, leaded. With portraits. Fine

cloth. Price, 80 cents.

ACHIEVEMENTS of CELEBRATED MEN. By James Parton.
Large octavo, 839 pages. Small Pica type. Cloth, $1.40 .

AMERICAN PATRIOTISM. Famous Orations and Patriotic Pa-

pers, from Washington to Lincoln. Large 12mo. cloth, 65 cents .

FROM PRESS AND PEOPLE .

The following are characteristic of thousands of quotations

which might be made from paper and letters of correspondents.

"I amabsolutely amazed at the cheapness and real excellenceof your
books."-REV. DR. SHEPHERD, Santa Rosa, Cal.

"The books are marvels of excellence and elegance combined. "-

PREST. D. S. GREGORY, Lake Forest University, Ill.

"There is only one drawback. It seems more like getting apresent

than making a purchase. "-Churchman, Toronto.

" The books as books are excellent. Paper, type, press work, and

binding areallgood."-Literary World, Boston,

Postage.-Books by mail cost 20 percent. extra to prepay.

COUPON This Coupon will be received in lieu of 25 cents cash, toward the

priceof above costing not less than $2.00, if sentse within 10 days

25 CENTS. from date ofthis paper(give nameofpaper). Thisoffer is to se-
cure your PROMPT response and indicate the paying advertising mediums.

100-PAGE CATALOGUE sent free. The best lit-

erature of the world at the lowest prices ever known. Books

sent for EXAMINATION BEFORE PAYMENT

on reasonable evidence of good faith. Address

PO. Box 1227.

JOHN B. ALDEN , Publisher,

H. T. MARSHALL'S J. HART & CO.,
PATENT

ADJUSTABLE

LACE

CONGRESS

MARSH
ALLS

PAT.
MAY13,18

84
.

Is easily adjusted to fit any instep or ankle

at any time, and will not uncomfortably

draw the ankle, like ordinary congress. It

has the stylish appearance of a laceboot

and all the convenience of any congress in

putting on or off the foot. Marshall's Pat.

Pat'dMay13, 1884, woven in the front strap

or stamped on the shank of each shoe. If

your dealer do's not keep them, send postal

for directions how to get them to thePat-

entee and Manufacturer of Men's, Boys',

and Youth's Fine Boots and Shoes. Tennis

Shoe for Ladies and Gents a specialty.

H. T. MARSHALL,

BROCKTON, MASS.

THE

COLEGROVE BOOK CO. ,
135 Wabash Ave., Chicago.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

Booksellers and Stationers .

Catalogues of new and standard books

will be sent to any address without charge.

Illustrated list of works of American authors

sent on receipt of 4cents in stamps.

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa.

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points in Europe. Agency

for the American Line of Steamers.

393 Pearl Street, New York.

THE PRESENT DAY.

A JOURNAL DISCUSSING THE PRINCIPLES

AND METHODS OF MOVEMENTS.

Edited by GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE.

"CROWN PUBLISHING CO. ,"

267 Strand, London W.C., England.

2,000

The Independent Pulpit, PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF
AMonthly Magazine, devoted to

LIBERALISM and FREETHOUGHT.

TERMS : Annual Subscription, $1.00;

Single Copies, 10 cents .

Agents wanted.

Address all orders to J. D. SHAW,

Waco, Texas.P. O. Box 159.

RELIGIO - PHILOSOPHICAL

JOURNAL.

Established in 1865.

A Paper for all who Sincerely and

Intelligently Seek Truth with-

out regard to Sect orParty.

The JOURNAL, in the estimation of a large

proportion of the leading authorities on

Spiritualism, stands pre-eminent as a fear-

less, independent, judicially fair advocate of

Spiritualism. It has received more general
notice, and more frequent and higher com-

mendations from intelligent sources, regard-

less of sect or party, than any other Spirit-

ualist or liberal paper ever published: the

records will confirm this.

The JOURNAL is uncompromisingly com-

mitted to the Scientific Method in its treat-

ment of the Phenomena of Spiritualism,

being fully assured that this is the only safe
ground on which to stand.

The JOURNAL is unsectarian, non-parti-

san, thoroughly independent, never neutral,

N.B. The prices quoted in the catalogues

whichwe sendoutare the PUBLISHERS'RE-
TAIL PRICES. These, unless marked net, are

subject to a uniform discount of TWENTY

PER CENT. to individual buyers. Special
terms are offered to the trade and topublic

libraries. Any book in print will be sentby
mail on receiptofthe net price, with enough

added to coverpostage, at the rate of one One Copy One Cornell UnivLibo
cent for each two ounces. The postage on

an ordinary 16mo book is about ten cents,

and other sizes in proportion. Orders by

mail are especially solicited,andwill receive

promptandcareful attention. Liberal books

a specialty, our store being the Western

agency for the publications of GEO. H.
ELLIS and theAMERICAN UNITARIAN ASSO-

CIATION.

wholly free from cliques and clans.

TERMS OF

One Copy Six

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-

called "Twelve Great Pictures ofthe World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI ;

Freedom,Culture, and Prosperityforall !

(Organ of the Freethinkers of NorthAmer-

ica, of the Union of Radicals, and the

NorthAmerican Turnerbund.)

Editor, C. Hermann Boppe,

TERMS , PER ANNUM, IN ADVANCE :

UNITED STATES AND CANADA:

Freidenker..
$2.50

Turnerische Ausgabe des Freidenker

(Amerikanische Turnzeitung) ........ 3.00

Freidenker..

EUROPE :

$3.00

Turnerische Ausgabe des Freidenker

(Amerikanische Turnzeitung)........ 3.50

Sample copies sent, on application, free of

charge.

In this weekly, which is now in the thir-

teenth year of its existence, political, social,

and religious matters are discussed with a

view to general enlightenment and progress.

The Amerikanische Turnzertung is especially

devoted to the discussion of topics pertain-

ing to physical culture and matters of in-

terest to lovers of the gymnastical art.

Since Jan. 1, 1885, the Freidenker has been

enlarged, thus furnishing CONSIDERABLY

MORE READING MATTER, while the PRICE

REMAINS THE SAME AS BEFORE.

For the convenience of those of our read-

ers who are chiefly interested in matters

relating to gymnastics, the Freidenker and

its former supplement, the Turnzeitung,

have been consolidated into one paper,

called Amerikanische Turnzeitung, with the

sub-heading, "Turnerische Ausgabe des
Freidenker."

This paper contains more reading matter

than furnished by both the Freidenker and

Turnzeitung heretofore. In making these

changes, the publishers have incurred great

expense; andwe therefore solicit thehearty
co-operation of all friends of the cause in

securing for the Freidenker and the Ameri-

kanische Turnzeitung a wider circulation.

We also publish

" Erziehungsblaetter,"

fuer Schule und Haus.

A Liberal German Educational Monthly.

(Organ of the German-American Teachers'
Association.)

Editor:

MAXIMILIAN GROSSMANN, Milwaukee, Wis .

Associate Editors:

H. H. FICK, Chicago, III.

H. SCHURICHT, Chicago, III.

16 large quarto pages, with four-page cover.

Terms : $2.12 per annum, in advance.

" Freidenker-Almanach "

FOR THE YEAR 1885.

The almanac, which is now in the eighth

year of it existence, is devoted to the prop-

agation of free-thought principles. Price

25cents.

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO; " Amerikanischer Turnerkalender '
Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; AS-

sumptionof the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans-

figuration , RAPHAEL ; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL; Holy Night, CORREGGIO;Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci,GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-
scent from the Cross, RUBENS; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.10; or

anyoneormore at 20 cts. each (with Cata-

loguewhendesired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee, Wis.

THE INVESTIGATOR.

Published everyweek at the Paine Memo

rial, Appleton Street, Boston, Mass.

Volume Fifty-second.

Price $3.00 per annum; 75 cts. for three

months to trial subscribers .

The INVESTIGATOR, as heretofore or since

FOR THE YEAR 1885.

وو

This annual, which is now published for

the sixth time, is principally intended to

promote the culture of gymnastics, and is

pervaded by a thoroughly liberal spirit.

Price 25 cents.

Crders for all kinds of books promptly

filled. Radical and Freethought Publica-

tions a specialty.

Address all orders to

T

FREIDENKER PUBLISHING CO.,

470 East Water St.,

MILWAUKEE, WIS.

THE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

tisingpublic is respectfully solicited for

THE INDEX. Though the papermustnot be

held responsible for any statements made

byadvertisers, the attempt will be honestly

made to keep the advertising pages in en-

tireharmonywith its general characterand

principles. To this end, all improper or

"blind" advertisements, all quack adver-

tisements, and all advertisements believed

to be fraudulent or unjust to anyone,will

be excluded from these columns.

ADVERTISING RATES.

For 1 to12 Insertions, .
10c.per line.

its first commencement upward of half a

centuryago,is devoted to the welfare, im-
provement, and happiness of men and
women here and now, in this world, the

onlyworldof which there is any positive or

demonstrated knowledge. This is the IN-

VESTIGATOR's basis of ac on, and the best

exertions of its manages will always be

used to render it a free and independent

journal devoted to the development and

promotion of genuine Liberalism, or Uni- of 10percent. will bemade; onfull-column
versal Mental Liberty, Free Thought, Free advertisements, discountof 25percent.
Inquiry, Free Speech, and a Free Press.

"13" 25

"26 " 51

"523170F5

Specimenopy went rтее.

Address all letters and communications to

JNO. C. BUNDY, Chicago, III. ,

Publisher and Editor.

JOSIAH P. MENDUM,

PAINE MEMORIAL BUILDING,

Appleton St., Boston, Mass.

8c.
" "

"

"
"

"

6c.

5c.

Onhalf-column advertisements,adiscount

On all advertisements for which cash is

paid in advance, a further discount of 25per

tcent. on theots above calculated, will,

bemade.
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PROF. SIMON NEWCOMB, after careful investi-

gation of the performances of Lulu Hurst, the

Georgia wonder, says that they are simply very

clever feats of muscular exertion, and not due to

any occult powers.

LAST Sunday, Mr. F. M. Holland, in a lecture at

Paine Hall, made a vigorous and timely protest

against "governmental outrages against atheists

and agnostics," in the form of disabilities imposed

upon them on account of their opinions in several

States of the Union, Massachusetts included.

"It was," as an exchange says, "very small busi-

ness on the part of theHarvard Club atWashing-

ton to exclude educated graduates from a dinner

because of their color. They set up a standard

unknown to their Alma Mater or to the great re-

public of letters, and we presume the men respon-

sible for it are not of large calibre."

THE war on the roller rinks is being prosecuted

in various directions and evidently from different

motives. The clergy are not alone in denouncing

roller skating. It is announced that "the saloon

keepers in the upper Michigan peninsula have re-

solved to boycott all stockholders of rinks on the

ground that roller skating is having a ruinous

effect on thebusiness of grog-selling."

JOHN LEE, a murderer in England, after three

bungling and unsuccessful attempts to hang him,

is to be sent to penal servitude for life. To his

sister, he writes with apparent sincerity : "It was

the Lord's will that I should not die yesterday. It

was not the fault of any one that everything was

not done to carry out orders, but it was the Lord's

hand that would not let the law be carried out.

Iwas at the brink of death three times. I hope

the next time I go to the scaffold I shall pass from

this life to the home above. I am tired of this

world. I have been dead to it three times. I

believe what has occurred was a miracle worked

by the Lord."

In reply to a statement of Rev. James Marti-

neauthathe was conscious of no unfairness in his

review of the Atkinson Letters-which review was

one of the causes of the alienation of his sister

Harriet-Mrs. Fenwick Miller points out that,

among other unkind things the brother wrote in

his review, he accused his sister of having "pros-

trated herself at the feet" of Mr. Atkinson, and

"laying down at his bidding her early faith in

moral obligation," etc. Mrs. Millergives the pub-

lic to understand that shehas in her possession fur-

ther written proofs of Dr. Martineau's unkindness

to his sister, which she has withheld from the

public out of tender consideration for one whom

sheholds in the highest regard. If these personal

matters must be made a subject of public contro-

versy, let the whole truth appear, in justice to the

living and the dead.

SAYS the Boston Transcript : "Massachusetts

legislators have again in their wisdom decided

that the law which prevents an atheist from testi-

fying in the courts shall continue upon our stat-

ute-books. However, if an atheist falsely states

that hedoes believe in God, his testimony is then

as good as any man's. The theological test is a

relic and survival from other times than these.

But that is just the reason assigned by those who

voted against the repealing bill,-the timorous con-

servatism of human nature. Senator Naphen of

Suffolk, for instance, opposed the bill, saying that

the law is based upon old principles of the State,

that it has existed for many years, notwithstand-

ing various attempts to repeal it. The bill was

advocated by Messrs. Andrew of Suffolk, Joyner

of Berkshire, and Marden and Scott of Middle-

sex, they arguing that the law as at present exist-

ingwas apt to cause a miscarriage of justice. In
a few years, the yeas and nays will be curious read-

ing."

In a thoughtful address before the Liberal Union

Club in this city last Saturday evening, Mr. Will-

iam Lloyd Garrison said : "I shall never forget

Mr. Phillips' pungent allusion at Abington to 'this

God-forsaken town, with four orthodox churches

and no anti-slavery society.' The time-serving

nature of the popular churches, thus revealed by

the touchstone of slavery, did not change with its

abolition. The ministers, after the accomplished

fact, discovered that as 'God had turned aboli

tionist,' to use Dr. Putnam's phrase, it was no dis-

grace for them to throw up their caps and appro-

priate the honor for the Church. Antagonizing
bitterly every important reform in history, the

Church claims each when successful, and enrolls

among its saints the martyrs that it put to death.

But slavery is gone. Has the nature of the Church

therefore changed? Test it with the reforms of

to-day. It is, with noble exceptions, still prostrate

across the path of progress. How can we expect

it to be otherwise ? By its constitution, it must

represent the sentiment of the community. The

pews direct, the preacher obeys."

THE Boston Herald, referring to Prof. William

Everett's recent address delivered before the New

York Free Trade Club, says : "Every true Massa-

chusetts man has the making of amugwump in

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

him. He took in independence with his mother's

milk and his father's admonitions." Whatever

maybe said of "every true Massachusetts man," it

is certain that the majority of the people born and

bred in this State are just like those of other

States, governed in their beliefs and actions by

tradition and custom. Every "true" New York

man or Iowa or Kansas man has as much inde-

pendence probably as a "true Massachusetts man."

We may here remark that, if leading Boston

papers and speakers would discuss events and

topics of national interest more from a national

point of view, and not as though Massachusetts

were the United States, and Boston the capital

of the Union, they would show more breadth and

liberality than they now evince, and their influ-

ence would serve to counteract the impression

which has obtained in the Middle and Western

States, that Boston is provincial, exclusive, and

conceited,-an impression which is certainly not

true in regard to the mass of the people of this

city.

PROF. V. B. DENSLOW, in a recent lecture before

the Philosophical Society of Chicago on "The Dis-

tribution of Wealth," took the ground that ine-

quality in the distribution of wealth was necessary

to its greatest production and its greatest enjoy-

ment. If it were not, he said, for the vast sterile

wastes in Colorado, there would be no rains in

Illinois. In the social world, the law was the same.

Ifwealth were equally distributed or if all persons

were rich, this condition would at once destroy

labor, which was the necessity of poverty. Manu-

factures would cease,commerce would die, and the

wheels of society stop. It would mean famine and

pestilence, not happiness. To make wealth uni-

versal was to annihilate it. An equal distribution

of wealth in America would give each person

$1,000; but what could he do with it, if values

had been scattered to the winds and production

stopped ? Wealth had no meaning without want.

We would be reduced to the condition of the

bushmen of Africa. The unequal distribution of

wealth was the great and only promoter of civili-

zation. Man's soul swung like a pendulum with

wealth as its action and want as its spring. When

the socialist said that labor produced all wealth,

he started with an error of fact, since it was his

wealth and the wealth of others that gave incen-

tive to and produced that labor. Prof. Denslow

claimed that capital and labor were cheaper from

the large capitalists than from the small, and

thought that when capital was concentrated in the

hands of large capitalists it was to the advantage

of the masses. Organized capital was like an

organized army, and was to the advantage of the

whole. Without captains and generals, the army

was a mob. The capitalist was the leader of the

great world of commerce which spread its arms

from zone to zone, and was the great civilizer of

the world. Withoutdoubt there is a great deal of

truth in Prof. Denslow's statements ; yet a fairer

distribution of the products of labor than we now

have is, we believe, demanded by justice to the

workers andby the best interests of society.
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CONGRESS AND ITS SHORTCOM
INGS.

The present Congress will have come to its

constitutional end when this article reaches its

readers . A new President will also have been in-

stalled in office. For the first time since the

4th of March, 1861, the Democratic party is to

try its hand in the executive administration of

national affairs. What that administration is to

be, how it is to affect the country, we have no in-

tention here to prognosticate. It would not be

surprising if, before its term is finished, the party

which has elected it should be broken into factions

by some of its measures, and parties should be

formed on new lines by the time of the next Presi-

dential campaign. But our concern in this arti-

cle is not with the administration, but with Con-

gress. Congress is, or should be, the chief power

in this country, because it represents the people.

But does Congress represent the people ? Theo-

retically, of course, it does. Yet it is a singular

fact that, leaving out of view the class of profes-

sional politicians, the great body of the steady-

ahead, if the government shall be compelled to

continue the coinage of silver into dollars worth

eighty five cents each,which nobody wants for cir-

culation,andwhich canonly be locked up in the

treasury vaults until the drainage of gold from the

country shall force their outflow upon the people ;

yet the weighty argument has had little apparent ef-

fect upon the people's representatives, and compul-

sory coinage of the false dollars is likely to be con-

tinued, unless by some good fortune, in the last

hurried days of legislation, wisdom and vigilance

shall get the advantage over the ignorance, obsti-

nacy, and self-interest that stand by the silver

coinage act.

Another measure which ought to have passed

this Congress is one with regard to Indian affairs ,

known as the Coke Bill. This bill is a judicious

act enabling the Indians to hold land in severalty

and otherwise providing for their civilization. If

adopted and justly administered, it would go far

toward permanently solving the Indian problem in

this country. The bill is both just and humane.

It passed the Senate at the previous session, and

the university, the average politician, and the histo-

rians and philosophers and architects, sculptors and

painters. The opposition by the clergy does not come

from the fact that they are preachers, but from the

fact that they are men. To hit at the preachers is

easy, because their heads are easily visible, and are

within easy reach of the Stanton or Anthony shilla-

lab. "The preachers are against us" : yes, so are the

merchants and the lawyers. Dr. Patton and his

female opponents should review their early studies

in geometry, and relearn what the proposition is,

andwhenthe talk is on the point to be demonstrated.

The overpowering influence of the priesthood

over woman cannot be disposed of by any such

clerical sophistry. Everybody knows by the terms

of history and every-day life that thosewho play

on the religious sentiments of mankind have a

transcendent power that no other order of men

possess. The priesthood have not only the mag

netic power of all men over women, but the added

influence of "divine inspiration." Behind all their

precepts and persuasions stands the never to be

questioned authority of "Thus saith the Lord,"

and a special revelation.

No class of men have such power to pervert the

going, law-abiding citizens appear to be better it has been indorsedbytheNational Indian Rights religious sentiments, and oppress mankind with

satisfied when Congress is not in session than

when it is. This remark we believe would, at

least, hold true of any time within the last ten or

twelve years. And a similar remark is true, to a

large extent, with regard to State legislatures.

The people themselves do not seem to have any

large amount of confidence in the men whom they

have chosen to legislate for them at Washington

or in their State capitals. How often has it been

said, particularly in business circles, in the last

Association as a good measure. Its enactment

has been urgently pressed upon the House by pe-

titions and by a committee representing the above

Association. But it has not even been reported to

the House, and there is no chance of its having

passed. Justice to the Indian must again wait,

as it has waited from the foundation of the gov-

ernment.

One reason why needed legislation is so slow in

getting through Congress is that the two Houses

dozen years, "We shall breathe easier when Con- | have no joint system in bringing forward their

gress adjourns" ! People are more anxious and

nervous about what their legislators will do than

about what they will not do. There is a tendency,

more especially in the States, to excessive legisla-

tion ; a disposition to interfere by law with mat-

ters that had better be left to take care of them-

selves. And in Congress there has been of late

so much of ignorant, careless, and partisan legis-

lation that no thoughtful citizen can feel en-

tirely easy while Congress is sitting. The best

measures are apt to fail, the poorest seem likely

to succeed. It is the poorest measures that usu-

ally have the strongest lobbies working for them.

Good and upright men are naturally averse to

avail themselves of the lobby influence to secure

such legislation as they see to be needed, though

sometimes they are pushed to it or else must see

such legislation fail. Recent Congresses, of which-

ever party, appear to have had a fatal facility for

doing the things which ought not to be done and

leaving undone the things which ought to be done.

legislative business. The business in each House

is introduced in a miscellaneous, slipshod way, and

then is controlled by technical rules, by which the

most important measures are often deferred to the

least important. And not a Congress, probably,

passes, but that each of the Houses spends much

time and work over a bill which, when adopted

there, goes to the other chamber, only to lie on the

table or sleep in a committee-room. The labor of

weeks may thus be lost in one or the other or even

in both Houses at every Congressional session .

Again and again have measures, which at some

time or other have passed both Houses, failed to

become laws, because they did not pass both

Houses in the same Congress. No corporation or

society, that values time or money, would do busi-

ness in that fashion. A joint committee of both

Houses, intrusted with arranging, in a general

way, the order of legislative business for both

chambers , with a view of accomplishing it, and in

cases of conflict having precedence over any other

That the present Congress, whose remaining | committee, would seem to be a parlimentary labor-

saving invention for Congress to adopt .
days, as we write, are very few, can be exempted

from this judgment is not probable. It can

hardly do morenow than pass the necessary appro-

priation bills. The country will be fortunate, in-

deed, if it does not pass any of the vicious meas-

ures which are apt to be rushed upon the statute-

book in the last hours of a session. The disturbed

industrial and business interests of the country

have hoped for some wise measures of tariff and

revenue reform, but Congress has not been wise

enough to furnish any relief. Not even has the

carefully framed Bankruptcy Bill been permitted

to become a law. Possibly the coinage of silver

dollars maybe suspended, because of the avowed

desire of the President-elect that this question

should be settled by this Congress, though at

this writing such a happy piece of legislation does

not seem probable. The wisest financiers in the

country, boards of trades, bankers and merchants

of the highest standing, have been representing to

Congress that there is inevitable financial peril

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

THE CLERGY AND THE WOMAN'S CAUSE

Rev. David Swing has an article in the Weekly

Magazine of February 21, published in Chicago,

headed "Rev. Patton and Miss Anthony." The

"Rev. Patton" has occupied a larger space in the

press of the country, for the last month, than

either his mental calibre or his sermon on

"Woman and Scepticism" really merits; but, in

order to answer one or two points in Mr. Swing's

criticisms, I must add another column to his noto-

riety. After showing the fallacy of the "Rev. Pat-

ton's" positions both in fact and logic, Mr. Swing

says :-

Dr. Patton's argument is, however, fully equalled

in weakness by the reply of the woman in the case,-

Per-that the pulpit is the enemy of woman's cause.

haps it is an enemy of woman's suffrage, but so also

is the bar, so also the average editor, so the college

gloomy superstitions through life and an unde-

fined dread of the unknown after death. They

play on the deepest and tenderest chords of the

human soul,-on its love and faith, its hopes and

fears for time and eternity. In all the most event-

ful scenes of life, we invoke their presence: at the

cradle, the marriage altar, and the grave, they

whisper words of comfort and benediction. In

our joys and sorrows, when the heart is most re-

ceptive to influence, they are ever with us. They

have the power to roll off the mountains of super-

stition that oppress mankind in our day and gen-

eration, and let in the sunshine of liberty and

truth ; and they have the power to block woman's

way to justice and freedom, and they are using it

as the priesthood always have, to hold her in

bondage.

Our point is, as self-styled teachers of God's

word, as expounders of his will, as interpreters of

his law and gospel,"our worst enemies are in the

pulpit," because they base their oppositionon such

intangible speculations as God's purpose and man-

ner in creating woman.

Again,woman's equality in the church, the col-

lege, and the court, is quite as important as at the

ballot-box; and, as life is not long enough to give

half a century to fighting our enemies separately ,

we think it good policy to send a bombshell into

every hostile camp.

We need no better proof of the invidious influ-

ence of the Church than Dr. Patton's sermon and

the article of David Swing before me, who further

says :-

It is universal all over the West that female advo-

cates of female suffrage have put their cause back of

late years more than they have urged it forward. It

is at least strange how few of the most powerful

women of the land advocate the new cause. Why

shouldwe men be eager to grant a boon to women

which so few of them want, and which many noble

womenwould look upon, not as a boon, but as a per-

sonal misfortune? Are these mothers, wives, and

daughters not fully awakened ?

Is the reverend gentleman ignorant of the facts

of history, or is it his policy to belittle the events

of his day? Washington Territory has recently

secured woman suffrage by a vote of her people ;

and the women there are now voting, holding

office, and doing jury duty. Some of the ablest

and most cultivated women in the nation are the

advocates of the measure. A bill in favor of

woman suffrage recently passed the assembly in

Dakota by a large majority. When the law in

Illinois, the State in which Mr. Swing resides, first

made women eligible to all school offices, it was
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prophesied that itwould be adead letter, aswomen

would not accept office. This law went into effect

July 1, 1873. In November of that year there

were thirty-fourwomen candidates in thirty coun-

ties for superintendents of schools, of whom eleven

were elected, this in four months after the law

went into force. Many facts in this line might

bemultiplied. But, if the apathy and indifference

of the women were established, would that exoner-

ate holy men from doing their duty? We might

ask these gentlemen, Why send Bibles and mis-

sionaries to the heathen? They do not desire

either. Why did we establish free schools for

children? They would all have preferred to play

in the sunshine on the highway than to read and

write and studygeography and grammar the long

summer days in school. The indifference of women

who do not understand the genius of our free

institutions and the dignity involved in the right

of self-government has nothing whatever to do

with the question. The fact they do not want

to vote, if true, is the strongest argument for their

enfranchisement. We would recommend the Rev.

David Swing "to review his early studies" in logic.

As to the "Rev. Patton's" sermon, it was a cruel

libel of grand representative women, living and

dead,-a sermon he cannot explain away, and

which he is unwilling to see in print. I under-

stood it was asked for publication; but he refused,

while misrepresenting its spirit and purpose in the

Woman's Journal.

of that. These are brought to light by experience | apprehended as a multiplex effect, a stupendous

of course,but not alone by experience of the ordi-

nary kind. It is only that extra-ordinary species

of experience, which consists with profound medi-

tation and reasoning upon data of extrospective

and introspective observation, that reveals the rudi-

ments of philosophy. To know how to engage

successfully in this work is to know coincidently

how to solve the problem of existence. What,

then, are the conditions of either ?

1. We must learn to be rigidly scientific, wary

of mistaking belief for knowledge, accepting expe-

rience as the only guide to intelligence, and seek-

ing conviction as the only test of truth.

2. We must learn to distinguish consciousness

from natural faith. These are very often con-

founded by reputable speakers and writers. Yet,

as concepts, they are neither identical nor coinci-

dent, but as disparate as any instance of antece-

dent and consequent. Natural faith is the sub-

stratum of knowledge, that which makes cogni-

❘tion possible. It is complex, and its components

are individually instinctive. Of these, sentient

beings are primarily unconscious, and become

conscious, not collectively, but consecutively, in

the order of intellectual development. Accord

ingly, the elements of natural faith are conceiv-

able as either implicit or explicit,-in the one case

being acted upon instinctively, as if apprehended,

and in the other cognized as truisms. It is thus,

and only thus, that an element of natural faith is

transformed to an element of consciousness. To

be conscious of a truth is to know it, and this

identifies the pith of consciousness with that of

general intelligence.

Natural faith is the base of intelligence, and

the elements thereof are as distinct and numerous

as the intellective faculties which they qualify and

make effective. These and those are one and the

same for all grades of mentality, except that, in

effect of the consecutive order of their develop-

ment, those of puerile and unrationalized minds

are comparatively few and relevant to sensuous

perception only, whereas those of mature minds

embrace such as are requisite to paramount ration-

ality. Natural faith is the substratum of con-

sciousness, which consists of the data of expe-

rience, this being made possible by that. The

elements of natural faith are instinctively cher-

ished and acted upon in advance of their recogni-

tion as objects of perception, which ensues from

that degree of intellectual development which in-

stigates introspection, whence follow, as the fruit

of inquisitive thought, the aptitudes for philo-

sophic insight.

Iheard the sermon, and gave the speaker undi-

vided attention. Its purpose was to show that

woman's sphere in religion was faith, not research

and investigation, at the foot of the cross, not on

the mount of observation. He said she was no

theologian; her tendency, being controlled by her

emotions, was to extremes, even in religion, oft-times

fanatical. And,to warn us against launching our

barks on the sea of reason, he gave us the example

of many distinguished women, who had assumed

the responsibility of doing some thinking and

investigating for themselves as to the authority

of the Church and its priesthood, as to social

ethics, morality, mathematics, and political econ-

omy; and, without any exception, they all came to

asad end. Hypatia, Mary Wollstonecraft, Frances

Wright, George Eliot, Harriet Martineau, and

Frances Power Cobbe were each in turn held up in

his metaphysical tweezers, as so many terrible

examples, for the women of his congregation to

crush every pulsation of liberty in their own souls,

and to cultivate a blind faith in whatever their

pastors tell them. In closing, he mentioned Vic-

toria Woodhull as the representative of similar

ideas in our country. Let us congratulate her in

being considered worthy to be classified with so

noble a galaxy of great women, while expressing

our surprise that he should have forgotten Lucretia

Mott, whose beautiful face adorns Howard Uni-

versity, which Ihad the pleasure of presenting in

person to Dr. Patton, and which he received at my

handswith an appropriate speech, on which occa-

sion he made no mention of her latitudinarian

ideas in religion, nor the slightest objection to

having the lovely Hicksite Quakeress as one of the

presiding deities in that institution.

ELIZABETH CADY STANTON.

THE PROBLEM OF EXISTENCE.

III.

How to Solve It.

This problem admits of being solved by one

method only; and that is the process of investiga-

tion, which in time must appropriate the term Phi-

losophy. For the two are related as question and

answer. Philosophy is the problem's solution, and

this is to be effected by discovering the rudiments

3. We must become conscious of those elements

of natural faith which connote the correlation of

Cause and Use as the antecedent and consequent

of existence as a unit. This implies a degree and

bent of intellectual development which is not

predicable of all, even expert thinkers, except as

a future attainment. It does not suffice to recog-

nize the truism that there can be no effect without

an adequate cause, so long as its implication con.

ceptibly applies only to such fragmentary exempli

fications of existence as are made known to us by

the senses. It is only when that truism is coupled

with the recondite conception,-firstly, that no ex-

isting thing in the domain of nature is isolated ;

secondly, that each is somehow indissolubly bound

to all ; and, thirdly, that each, in all cases, virtually

conspires with many to realize some special pur-

pose, which purpose is relevant to an ulterior pur-

pose to be realized by virtue of the conspiring rel-

evance thereto of several groups of existing things,

and so onto the confines of existence, as if to some

possible finale of co-operating agencies, it is only

thus that the unitotality of existing things is

complication of means to a single end, which

must have been foreseen and predetermined by a

single purposing agent. The first part of this

trine conception is germane to the truism that

self-support is as impossible as self-creation ; the

second implies the passive predicament of all exist-

ing things; while the third identifies the use of

existence with the paramount subservience of all

to each, as the eligible compensation for the sub-

servience of each to all.

4. Wemust learn to distinguish cause from the

means of causation, and to recognize its suprem-

acy as well as its priority to effect. The dictum

of science, causa aequat effectum, is true only with

an accommodated sense of its subjective term. It

is only the phenomenal antecedent and consequent

pertaining to the process of natural causation that

are equal to each other, and the correlation of

these merely simulates that of cause and effect.

In truth, cause is more expressly named the causal

agent of causation, which latter term embraces.

only the means or implements whereby the purpose

of the agent is realized in the name of effect. The

flying bullet which wounded Garfield was no part

of the motive agency which caused his death.

That was exclusively personal; though in all cases

connatural causation is resolvable into a series of

voluntary acts, each of which depends upon the

special design of some sentient actor, to be real-

ized only by the intervention of means altogether

insentient and partly fortuitous. These are the

components of causation, whereas those of cause

are the consecutive volitions requisite to the

achievement of a preconcerted purpose.

Without the discrimination here propounded, it

is impossible to solve the problem of existence,

since it is the only demarkation between cause

and effect which assigns pre-eminence to the

former. It is only by regarding the one sentient

and the other insentient, the one active and the

other passive, that the supremacy of cause becomes

conspicuous. Otherwise considered, their correla-

tion appears to be merely that of antecedent and

consequent. This shows the predicament of pan-

theists, who inevitably confound the Cause of ex-

istence with existence itself. But to apprehend

them as disparate entities, the one active and the

other passive, the one personal and the other im-

personal, is prerequisite to a practical conception

of what the problem should compass.

The indiscriminate notion of a cause which pre-

cludes ability to solve this problem was avowedly

cherished by Sir William Hamilton, who thus

stated it : "By cause, I mean everything without

which the effect could not be realized." But Mark

Hopkins wrote with more sagacity, "Without a

foundation, a house cannot be; but the foundation

is no part of the cause of a house."

5. We must learn to distinguish the products of

causation from things of necessity. This is a

proximate first principle of philosophy. Whoever

fails to recognize it, or to make the discrimination

on which its recognition depends, will fail to

apprehend the gist of the problem's solution. For

what is existence? Does the word comprise all

that is? Is it synonymous with the word being ?

So lexicographers define it; and, in the diction of

most authors, the two words appear as convertible.

But, if there be not a category of being beyond

existence,where shallwe look for the cause of ex-

istence? and how shall we evade the solecism of

something "which existed before existence," *-that

is, before anything existed? For my part, I know

of no other way but to limit the meaning and

application of the one word to the products of

natural causation, or things made to be, in distinc-

*The TheisticArgument, p. 83.
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tion from things that must be. And to this classifi-

cationof all realities we are prone by nature ; for

do we not know instinctively what things are of

necessity, and that whatever is not of necessity is

made to be? In this way, and only in this way,

we get rid of the conceit of self-existence, which

is absurd. Thus time and space are conceived to

be of necessity: we cannot imagine their nullity.

The same is true of all discrete principles, dialec-

tically styled necessary truths. Whatever is of ne-

cessity is eternal, ubiquitous, immutable; whereas,

whatever is made to be is temporal, local, and mut-

able. It is all-important to distinguish these two

categories of being, which word legitimately com-

prises all that is, in the largest sense of the verb .

For the nonce here obtrusive, we must have two

appropriate symbols. To supply this want, why

not restrict the application of the word exist and

its derivatives to things made to be, and to denote

things of necessity coin a new word, say sempersist

(stand-ever-the-same) ? Some such expedient is

necessary to insure the discrimination here pro-

pounded, without which the Cause of existence

must be regarded as itself existing, so that the

domain of existence is unlimited : in which case,

theconception of causation is nullified by the ideal

coalescence of cause and effect, while the conceit

of self-existence replaces the postulate of an overt

process conducted by an occult agent to an occult

issue, the overt process alone being cognized and

symbolized as existence. Without this postulate,

the problem of existence is insolvable.

6. We must learn to distinguish MIND from

mentality by other epithets than finite and infinite.

In all my course of reading, I have not met with

a single instance of this discrimination. But to

regard finite mind as of the same essence as the

Infinite Mind is to confound cause and effect.

The one is made to be, and therefore temporal :

whereas, the other is of necessity, and therefore

eternal. Mentality is the higher predicament of

instinct, and as such the offspring of MIND. In-

stinct is a thing of Nature, the directive agent of

natural causation, as force is the operative agent

thereof. Both are due to the perpetual volition of

the Infinite Mind. But force is primordial to in-

stinct in the process of evolution, alias natural

causation, though instinct is superlatively comple-

mentive of the functions of force. There are two

predicaments of force, static and motoric; also

two predicaments of instinct, vital and mental.

As static force (the base of matter as well as of the

ether) is primordial to motoric force ; and as vital

instinct is primordial to mental instinct as its base,

so materiality is primordial to mentality, and finite

mind, so called, is as much a product of Creative

Power as is matter. Mentality is inconceivable

otherwise than as an impress of the Infinite Mind,

which can neither obtain nor subsist without a

body, either material or spiritual. Butthis concep-

tion is important only as tending to enforce the

distinction of mentality from Mind, which are

correlated as type and antitype.

7. We must identify the Cause of existence with

the Infinite Mind, conceived as personal. There

is no agent of connatural causation apart from

mentality, and connatural causation is the ana-

logue of natural causation. Every agent of con-

natural causation is voluntary, and volition is not

imputable to any other than sentient agents.

Therefore, the Cause of existence can be no other

than the Infinite Mind. Again, mentality is the

superlative part of Nature, the sole mundane habi-

tat of utility, that for which all material things

exist, the soul of personality, wherein culminate

the noblest attributes of being-intelligence, sym-

pathy, volition, responsibility-as the indispen-

sable means of rectitude and happiness. The In-

finite Mind is thus idealized as the antitype of

humanity, the conceptual synthesis of whose per-

fected attributes typifies the Cause of existence as

the Supreme Person; though, inreality,human per-

sonality is the proper antitype of the InfiniteMind.

If the Cause of existence be not Mind, it must

be something superior to Mind. If it be not wise,

it must be more than wise. If impersonal, it must

be more than personal in a sense that is incon-

ceivable, or infinitely wiser and worthier than the

Supreme Person is conceived to be. But to name

the Author of our selfhood and Ancestor of hu-

man personality "Our heavenly Father" is to

employ the best symbol at our command, as con-

noting what cannot be less relevant to human des-

tiny than hope implies.

8. We must learn to deduce the attributes of

the Infinite Mind, and thence the certainty of

hope's fruition, from those of its finite analogue,

the human mind. Is there any reason for sup-

posing that our moral nature is factitious, that

ethical truth is less independent of time and place

than mathematical truth? I know that certain

theological speculators-like Jonathan Edwards,

for instance have argued that, if God should

command us to hate instead of love one another,

it would become our duty to act accordingly. But

the faith of such thinkers is anything but natural

faith. Even atheists, who have no regard for the

supposititious will of any deity, cherish a sense

of dutyto do as they would bedone by, and are

commonly as good neighbors as their ecclesias-

tical opponents. None but superficial thinkers

and non-thinkers have ever believed that it would

be useless to love one another, if the ten com-

mandments of Moses and the later precepts of

Jesus had never been given. God commands us

through our rational and moral faculties to do right,

because that is the only way to be happy ; and the

wish to be happy is instinctive, because he wants

us to be happy,-for instinct is the indubitable word

ofGod to each of his children. And does not the

Supreme Person also want to be happy? Verily,

his wants are unbounded and absolute. And can

he be happy without doing right? Nay: he has less

license in this respect than we, since he is too wise

to err ; and, were he not too good to do wrong, he

must be infinitely wretched. His happiness can be

only proportionate to his delight in that of his

climbing children.

Thus we forecast human destiny, not merely as

germane to the personality of the Infinite Mind,

but as the inevitable sequence of the anthropoidal

attributes thereof. If our immortality is necessary

to the happiness of our heavenly Father, is not

the problem of existence solved by this concep-

tion, or is not this the key to its solution ? It

surely is the latter, but discernment of this truth

must follow the discerner's own solution of the

problem by the rational process indicated above.

Few have leisure for this work; and, of those who

have, few are disposed to prosecute it. Therefore,

over and above the foregoing directions as to how

the problem may be solved, an earnest desire to

solve it must dominate all predilections for other

pursuits. GEORGE STEARNS .

BURNABY THE HERO.

Through the agency of the Press Bureau or in-

dividual enterprise, the portrait of Lieutenant-

Colonel Burnaby and an exciting narrative of his

adventures have appeared in almost every paper

in English-speaking countries. The most fulsome

praise is lavished on him,as the "heroic soldier,"

an "honor to human nature," and his example pre-

sented "as a source of inspiration to ardent and gen

erous youth. " This latter is exactly what is most

to be feared. Of all examples, his should be the

last a right-thinking,moral youth ought to choose.

As to his endurance, activity, energy, and adroit

expediency, therecan be no question. He travelled

far and in wild paths, and gave a racy, superficial

account of superficial observations. He scented

war afar, and hurried to the carnage. He was a

volunteer and went to Africa for the purpose of

fighting, went for the love of carnage. He had

no grievance to redress : the people he drew his

sword to destroy had donehim no wrong. Even

his nation, England, complained of no wrong.

There was not the least excuse offered for thewar,

there was no necessity for a battle, and yet this

lauded hero put his revolvers in his belt, and

sharpened his sword to go out as one of this band

of red-handed robbers and assassins to kill a free

people, fighting for their homes. He was found

after the terrible battle on the burning plains,

"his hand grasping the throat of the Arab whose

spear had given him his death wound." Can a

more revolting picture be imagined than this of

two men, one reared in Europe in the concentrated

light of nineteen centuries of Christianity, the

other in Asia under the rule of another faith, meet-

ing in the hell of battle, and, like wild and furious

beasts, rushing at each other, with bloodshot eyes

and demonic curses on their distorted lips ; thrust-

ing with spear, gashing with sword; at last

clenching in the final throes of death and choking

the life out of each other? There they lie on the

reeking sand, under the burning sun,glaring in its

light, with protruding eyes, their lips drawn from

their gleaming teeth, and their distorted features

purple black with hate,-marks of ferocity which

death itself cannot efface !

And this is the hero! This the example the

press holds up for imitation of aspiring youth !

Where is Christian faith or moral perception?

Such unthinking adulation is the cause of immeas-

urable harm. It lowers the standard of moral

excellence, and places before the youthful mind

awrong and vicious standard. He possessed cour-

age, but so do the brigand and assassin. Hero-

ism he had not, for the hero immolates himself

for a great and noble cause. Byron enlisting for

the liberty of Greece is in contrast to Burnaby

volunteering to butcher Arabs contesting for

the freedom of their desert.

HUDSON TUTTLE.

TO WHAT is called personal magnetism, he

[Washington] could havehad little pretension. A

vein of dignified reserve, which Houdon and Stuart

have rightly made his peculiar characteristic in

marble and on canvas, repressed all familiarities

with him. His magnetism was that of merit,-

superior, surpassing merit,-the merit of spotless

integrity, of recognized ability, and of unwearied

willingness to spend and be spent in the service of

his country. That was sufficient to attract irre-

sistibly to his support, not only the great mass of

the people, but the wisest and best of his contem-

poraries in all quarters of the Union ; and from

them he selected, with signal discrimination, such

advisers and counsellors, in war and in peace, as

have never surrounded any other American leader .

No jealousy of their abilities and accomplishments

ever ruffled his breast; and with them he achieved

our independence, organized our constitutional

government, and stamped his name indelibly on

the age in which he lived as the Age of Washing-

ton.-R. C. Winthrop .

THE Cologne Zeitung says of Jacob Grimm, the

great collector and writer of folk-tales, "He de-

scended into the deep mine of German nationality,

German language, and German folk-lore, and what

he saw there he taught himself and his people to

love; namely, German depth of feeling and Ger-

manpower of intellect."
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

GEORGE ELIOT wrote to a lady friend in 1852 :-

My brightest spot, next to the love of old friends,

is the deliciously calm, new friendship that Herbert

Spencer gives me. We see each other every day, and

havesuch adelightful camaraderie in everything.

MR. C. D. B. MILLS lectured at Council Bluffs,

Iowa, March 3, and Omaha, Neb., the 4th. He is

announced to speak at Hastings, Neb., the 6th ;

at Lincoln, Neb., the 7th Omaha, the 8th ; To-

peka, Kan., the 10th, 12th, and 14th .

We are indebted to some friend for copies of

the Daily Moon, Battle Creek, Mich., containing

sermons delivered in that city by Rev. Reed Stuart,

which are marked by more than ordinary ability

and boldness. Their influence in the community

in stimulating thought and in acquainting the

people with rational and radical religious views

must be decidedly good.

REFERRING to the movement in this State for

the taxation of church property, the orthodox

Congregationalist has this to say :-

The taxation of church property is up again at the

State House. The very poor and the very rich would

suffer most, were all church buildings to be taxed.

The usual arguments are being advanced, and a

strong case can be made out on each side. We

should anticipate no harm to real Christianity, were

the new move to be carried.

Ar a meeting of the Woman State Suffrage

Association of New York, Mrs. Elizabeth Cady

Stanton said : "The worst objectors to woman

suffrage are fashionable women. At Newport, I

saw ladies dancing with low-neck, short-sleeved

dresses; and, at the breakfast table next day, they

said they were shocked to read that there had

been awoman suffrage meeting in Newport. They

were shocked at the notion of a woman getting on

a platform to talk. I told them it was a matter

of taste; that I would rather do it than put on

a low-necked and short-sleeved dress and dance in

the arms of aman. 'But the names of the women

who spoke are in the paper,' objected one of the

ladies. 'Well,' I said, 'so are the names of the

ladies who danced; and those whose names were

not printed were not at all pleased.' "

Tribune writes :- ...

THE Washington correspondent of the Chicago where a man belongs, especially when he is mis-

understood and wrongly placed. Thomas Paine

was a spiritual thinker with no sympathy or unity

with materialism. He would have defended the

right of free opinion for the atheist, but was not

himself atheistic. Let his own words decide this

matter. He wrote the Age of Reason to counter-

act the atheistic tendencies of the French Revolu-

tion, and said,-

Speaker Carlisle said the other day that he be-

lieved the time would come when the form of an oath

would be done away with in the courts. This expres-

sion of opinion was brought out in a general conver-

sation upon the subject of the rejection of the testi-

mony of an agnostic in the Swaim court-martial.

Mr. Carlisle said that, under the present methods of

taking testimony, the evidence of a most worthless

character who took the oath would be taken against

that of the most scrupulous and high-minded man

whofrom his very sense of truth could not say that

he knew that there was a God. He thinks thatthere

never was a case tried in any court where there was

not perjury ofsome kind on both sides. He never yet

has, in all his legal experience, seen evidence that the

oath alone restrains a manfrommaking misstatements

inhis own interests. He would have each man give

evidence without any preliminary form, and then it

would stand according to the character of the wit-

Each witness would be upon his honor. There

wouldbe no trouble in providing penalties for giving

false evidence as there is now. The oath is a mere

empty form with the majority of men, and shouldbe

dropped.

ness.

AFRIEND sends to us the following : "A grand-

mother said to a little boy, some ten.or twelve

years old, ' I think baby loves me better since I

carry cookies in my pocket for him.' 'Oh, no,'

indignantly replied the boy, 'we don't love you for

the good things you make us.' 'I'm glad of

that,' replied grandmamma; 'for I like heart love

better than stomach love.' 'O grandmamma, '

said the boy, 'people used to think we loved with

the heart ; but we're wiser now.' 'Indeed,' asked

the grandmother, willing to learn, 'what do we

think we love with now?" 'Why,' said the boy,

'we're wiser now, and we don't know. " When

the mind comes to see that a statement once ac.

cepted as an explanation of a phenomenon is un-

true, and admits that it "don't know" what the

real cause is, it is in a condition more favorable to

the discovery of the truth than when it was con-

tent with a false explanation. The above story

was probably sent us to illustrate what Huxley

says : "Agnosticism is the essence of science,

whether ancient or modern. It simply means that

aman shall notsay he knows or believes that which

he has no scientific grounds for professing to

believe."

AMONG the passages of memorable eloquence in

Robert C. Winthrop's recent oration on Washing-

ton is the following reference to the unfinished

monument as it stood during our Civil War : -

That truncated shaft, with its untidy surroundings,

looked only like an insult to the memory ofWashing-

ton. It symbolized nothing but an ungrateful coun-

try, not destined-as, God be thanked, it still was-

to growth and grandeur and imperishable glory, but

doomed to premature decay, to discord, strife, and

ultimate disunion. Its very presence was calculated

todiscourage many hearts from other things as well

as from itself. It was an abomination of desolation

standing where it ought not. All that followed of

confusion and contention in our country's history

seemed foreshadowed and prefigured in that humili-

ating spectacle, and one could almost read on its

sides in letters of blood: "Divided ! Weighed in the

balance! Found wanting !" And well might that

crude and undigested mass have stood so forever, or

until the hand of man or the operation of the ele-

ments should have crushed and crumbled it into

dust, if our Union had then perished. An unfinished,

fragmentary, crumbling monument to Washington
would have been a fit emblem of a divided and

ruined country. Washington himself would not

have had it finished. He would have desired no

tribute, however imposing, from either half of a dis-

united republic. He would have turned with abhor-

rence from being thought the Father of anything less

than One Country, with one Constitution and one

Destiny.

THE Religio-Philosophical Journal says in regard

to Thomas Paine: "It is just as well to know

I believe in oneGod and no more, andI hope for

happiness beyond this life.

Ofimmortality, he wrote as follows :-

The consciousness of existence is the only conceiv-

able idea we can have of another life, and the con-

tinuance of that consciousness is immortality. This

consciousness, or the knowing that we exist, is not

necessarily confined to the same form nor to the same

matter, even in this life. We have not always the

same form nor in any case the same matter that com-

posed our bodies twenty years ago. Limbs may be

lost and the full consciousness remains.... Who can

say by what exceeding fine action of fine matter a

thought is produced in what we call the mind, and

yet, whenproduced, as I now produce the thought I

amwriting, it is capable of becoming immortal, and

is the only production of man thathas that capacity ?

Statues of brass or marble will perish, and statues

made in imitation of them are not the same. But

reprint athought a thousand times over, carve it in

wood or engrave it on stone, that thought is identi-

cally and eternally the same, unaffected by any

change of matter. If the thing produced has in itself

the capacity to become immortal, it is more than a

token that the power that produced it, which is the

self-same thing as our consciousness of existence, is

immortal also."

HON. ROBERT C. WINTHROP, in his noble eulogy

of the life and character of George Washington,

which was read before the President and Congress

of the United States, referred to Washington as

"believing in Christ." What proof is there that

Washington believed in Christ as a superhuman

being? Jefferson, in his Journal of 1800, wrote :

"Rush [Dr. Rush] observes he [Washington] never

did say a word on the subject in any of his public

papers, except in his valedictory letter to the

Governors of the States, when he resigned his

commission in the army, wherein he speaks of

the 'benign influence of the Christian religion.'

I know that Gouverneur Morris, who pretended to

be in his secrets and believed himself to be so, has

often told me that Gen. Washington believed no

more in that system [Christianity] than he him-

self did. " Rev. Dr. Wilson, in a sermon delivered

at Albany more than fifty years ago, declared that

Dr. Abercrombie, rectorof the church Washington

attended when the Congress sat at Philadelphia,

had told him Washington was a Deist. In a con-

versation subsequently with Robert Dale Owen,

Dr. Wilson said, "Dr. Abercrombie's emphatic ex-

pression was, for I well remember the words, ' Sir,

Washington was a Deist.' Now," continued Dr.

Wilson, "Ihave diligently perused every line that

Washington ever gave to the public, and I do not

find one expression in which he pledges himself as

a professor of Christianity. I think any man who

will candidly do as I have done will come to the

conclusion that he was a Deist, and nothing more."

Washington died without having around him any

clergymen, without praying, without a word about

Christ, without any allusion to the Bible, or any

expression implying that he was either cheered by

the promises or disturbed by the threats of Chris-

tianity. If Paine had made no direct attacks on

revealed religion, he, too, would have been canon-

ized among the Christian saints. Lincoln has been

already, although there are hundreds living, in.

cluding those who knew him intimately, who de-

clare that he had no belief in the Bible as a divine

revelation.
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LIMITATIONS OF REFORM.*

BY HON. GEORGE F. TALBOT.

PART I.

Bayard Taylor thus interprets the purpose of

his most elaborate and ambitious poem, "Prince

Deukalion" : "The central design, the germinal

causeof the poem is to picture forth the struggle

of man to reach the highest, justest, happiest, and

hence most perfect condition of human life on this

planet."

Whether or not our individual consciousness

survives the shock of death and is able to find a

place for itself in the enlarged activities of an

immortal life; whether we are amenable to the

commands of a sovereign and intelligent personal

Will, the Author and End of the creation, or to

an underlying law of nature, whose last word is

uttered by the concurring voice of the human

reason and conscience, and this, broadly stated, is

the great debate which theology has opened,-it

cannot be doubted that the prime concern of man

is to better himself, to improve his surroundings,
in order that their balance of influence shall result

in the perfection of himself ; to keep right along

in that grand sweep of things, which, like the

majestic march of the sun and all his planets

toward some unknown goal of space, of which the

astronomers tell us, carries mankind along from

his humble and bestial beginnings toward a con-

summation of glory and power of which he can

now have no adequate idea.

Is the Infinite Energy Unconscious ?

Hartmann, the latest exponent of philosophic

atheism, contends that the underlying cause of all

phenomena, sentient and material, is itself uncon-

scious. In three volumes, recently translated into

English and published in this country by Mac-

millan & Co., entitled The Philosophy of the Uncon-

scious, he elaborates his system. He shows how

purposive action, without consciousness of purpose,

is at work everywhere in the vital processes of

nature, in the instincts of sentient brutes, and in

the dominant passions and appetites of men. He

concludes that what we call God is Will and Idea,

existing in an unconscious state, coming to con-

sciousness only in the minds of men.

Reverent Spirit of Modern Atheism.

This is one more attempt to get some clew to

the mystery that surrounds our lives, to reconcile

with a Creator, whom we are required to think of

as almighty, wise, and good, a creation that in its

inadequate and defective results seems not alto-

gether wise and, in its complication with suffering

and sin, not wholly good. Indeed, the modern

atheism is quite another spirit from the atheism of

the eighteenth century,-unless, as is not improba-

ble, that has been unfairly cried down and tra-

duced, since it is reverent and tender where that

was profane and scoffing. The older atheism

looked upon God as the great schoolmaster, whose

stern tuition and discipline it plotted to throw off,

in order to abandon itself to riot and self-indul-

gence. It was a protest against a scheme of provi-

dence, which, when chided with the misery and

injustice and favoritism that obviously character-

ized it, had no reply but this : Shall the thing formed

say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me

thus ? When this form of atheism prevailed, the

best known definition of virtue, that which was

taught as indisputable ethics in our schools, was,

*The substance of this essay was read before the Frater-

nity Club of Portland, Me. , Dec. 15, 1884.

"Virtue is doing the will of God for the sake of ever-

lastinghappiness."

The scepticism of to-day thinks that when "the

thing formed" is not a potter's pan, nor even a

cunning self-acting machine, but a conscious will

capable of exercising moral judgment upon con-

duct, its own or another's, it may ask, not impu-

dently, but sadly and earnestly, Why hast thou

made me thus ? It is not so anxious for personal

everlasting happiness, and is even capable of the

nobleness of choosing to be blotted out of the

book of life, if so be some assured good might

come to the race of man.

Effort of Man to perfect himself hitherto Un-

conscious.

Leaving this debate unadjusted, it is obvious

that, whether the cause of all phenomena be or be

not unconscious, the effort of men hitherto to per-

fect themselves, which I have ventured to define

as the sum of all virtue, has been mainly an uncon-

scious one.

"Dragons of the prime,

That tore each other in their slime,"

to make the conditions of human life on this

planet as high, just, and happy as they can be

made. It may account for the prevalent tone of

sadness that so largely characterizes the poetry

of our age, and gives to philosophy its pessimistic

aspects, that, just at this crisis, the very progress

of civilization seems rather to check and counter-

act those salutary workings of nature which in-

sured the survival of the fittest. That tender

sentiment, the inspiration of Christianity, which

has impelled us to reform rather than punish

criminals, to give drunkards the best chance to

perpetuate their uncontrollable appetites, to insure

the permanence of povertyby guaranteeing to it a

maintenance, has operated to check those salutary

laws which, when men were less controlled by

humane sentiments, tended to thin out and slough

off the criminal, the vicious, and the imbecile

classes.

Hitherto, it cannot be said that society (andby

societyI mean the human race acting under organi-

zation, with its maximum associated power) has

even proposed to try how far it may ameliorate

the conditions of human life. A few poets have

dreamed of a better future, a few philosophers

have speculated as to its conditions and laws, a

few philanthropists have spent their lives in pro-

moting some specific reform,-like the abolition

of slavery, the disuse of alcoholic stimulants, the

substitution of a high for a lower religious cultus,

-but their efforts have been periodical, local, and

partial, the treatment oftenest by inadequate pal-

liatives of the symptoms rather than the eradica-

tion of the diseases of society.

did not enter upon their internecine warfare for

the distinct object of trying it out in fair fight which

dragon was the fitter to survive. Our remote pro-

genitor, the chimpanzee, who with his forepaw

first grasped the limb of a tree and swung him-

self out of the reach of the huge cat that was

about to devour him, found out next day that he

could grasp a broken limb, lying upon the ground,

and brandish it as a club. Thenceforward, the

forepaw begins to develop into a hand, and the

monkey to play with it, just as a human baby

tests, by fumbling and grasping, the powers latent

in his pudgy little fist. But, though to manage

this new-discovered tool of ahand, the apish brain

grew toward the capacities of a Newton or a

Humboldt, there was no purpose in the ape, or in

the race of apes, to enter upon and prosecute

this career of intelligence. It is only poetry that | dangerous caprice omit or neglect them. So it

asserts that the earth consciously waited and

expected the birth and growth of its intelligent

progeny, and says of man :-

"Ere he was born, I dreamed that he might be,

And through long ages of imperfect life

Waited for him."

The theologians are right when they tell us, if it

is necessary to assume that there was a plan, a

proposed result, to be accomplished in the order-

ing of nature, that plan and purpose was in some-

thing outside of nature. The fish did not intend

tomake himself a reptile, a bird, a mammal : the

general movement of living organisms from lower

to higher forms was not a self-predeterminedmove-

ment of the organisms. If it is necessary to pre-

suppose a purpose, and if a purpose implies choice,

will, intelligence, there must be a personality

above creation to account for the evolution of

creation.

Here, I surmise, is just where Hartmann evades

the sweep of an irresistible inference,-by denying

at the outset consciousness, and so personality, to

the ultimate energy, that is the cause of all phe-

nomena.

But his speculations are aside from the leading

thoughts which this essay is to elaborate. What

Ihave wished to say is that, although self-improve-

ment is the one great end of man's life, the

raison d'être of his having the privilege of living,-

self-improvement is a task that he has for the

most part wrought at hitherto without having pur-

posed it.

This is not only true of all the earlier progress

of life through the bestial and primitive human

states : it is true of civilized man up to the present

time. Not yet, nor for ages yet, has or will man-

kind, as an organized whole, set for itself the task

The savage life expended itself in defence

against enemies, in alimentation, and in reproduc-

tion. To the mere maintenance of the human

race, these functions were so necessary that nature

did not dare trust their performance to the will

and choice of men, for fear they might in some

implanted them in instincts too fierce to be re-

sisted. How much is our civilized condition ad-

vanced beyond these primitive concerns ? The

main care of our modern life is how to get a

living. We go to our bank, our office, our count-

ing-room, our farm, driven by the same instinct

that compels the savage to take his bow and arrow

and sally out to provide for his dinner. On the

plains, such buffaloes are born as the fierce instinct

of reproduction, checked only by the rage of a

stronger one, provides. Is the same instinct,decked

with delicate sentiment and sanctioned by religion,

any more within rational control among modern

men? To a large extent, we have been able to say

that only the healthiest, most symmetrical, most

serviceable domestic animals shall be born. We

take just such children as undisciplined nature

gives us, and cannot know whether they are

geniuses or little fiends.

The State, as yet too corrupt to be trusted with

all the functions which it might and ought to

perform, notyetdaring to undertake what one day

it will, every work which associated men can do

morewisely and effectually than individual man,-

what has it done, what is it doing,but imposing

a few checks in the way of making the struggle

for life a little fairer for the weak, and punishing

some of the criminals, with no thought of eradicat-

ing crime ?

When society shall become aware of the task it

has to do, when it shall have equipped itself with

a State which shall also be the Church, and shall

set itself consciously rather than instinctively with

purpose and with enlightened plan to co-operate

with that beneficent design in nature or in the

mind of God, then, and not till then, shall we find

what are the limitations of reform, what are the en-
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vironments incident to human life itself, to which

wemust learn to adjust ourselves, as the permanent

conditions of a finite existence.

Four Cardinal Evils of Human Life.

It will give definiteness and precision to our

speculations, if we consider what are the cardinal

evils of human life, and how far they may be

removed or ameliorated. Nearly all of them may

be comprehended in this classification,- IGNO.

RANCE, CRIME, SICKNESS, and POVERTY. Could

some New Year's day dawn upon the world, and

find that these enemies of human happiness, dur-

ing the night,

"Had folded their tents like the Arabs,

Andas silently stolen away,"

there would not be much in our earthly fortune to

deplore, and a career of it reasonably long might

be one for which we ought to be thankful to the

supernal powers.

Problem of Education.

The first of all necessities is knowledge. Before

beginning to do anything, we must diagnose our

malady, and understand what remedies, what

method of treatment, will be most likely to alle-

viate and cure it. And really this seems to be the

specific thing which, in any concerted way, the

world is beginning to do. The problem of educa-

tion, not only the higher education of scholars and

men of genius, not education for the rulers, the

priesthood, the teachers,but such general enlight-

enment and cultivation for all men as shall make

them comprehend the responsibilities of living,

the equivalent which they ought to render for the

privilege of enjoying the universal bounty of

nature, this is what nearly all the governments

of civilized States are now devoting themselves to

study.

Here, in this country, we differ as to our revenue

system, as to what methods of finance will tend

to the most just distribution of the products of

labor : we are not in accord as to measures of repres-

sion and of police, and are keeping up with a slow

mitigation modes of punishment in use two or

three thousand years, with a general suspicion that

their effect in suppressing crime is nearly zero ;

but all schemes of educating the masses are popu-

lar, andcommand the votes and taxes of the citi-

zen. The original, characteristic legislation of all

the States is legislation to expand and make more

efficient our system of common schools. The na-

tional government is seeking to share in the same

work, with a strong popular assent that overrides

old theories of constitutional limitations. We

hated slavery, because it shut from millions of

laborers the avenues of intelligence ; and, for the

barbarism that makes imbeciles of the freedmen,

we confidently prescribe the spelling-book as an

infallible remedy. The same matter of popular

education is largely occupying the governments of

Britain, of France, of Germany, of Belgium, and of

Italy. The first thing the man emancipated from

slavery, from despotism, from feudalism, asks for,

is abook.

Iam aware that education alone will not bring

any of the results which enthusiastic reformers

hope from it. I know how discouraging are the

statistics which have been arrangedtoshow that

simultaneously with our expanded education have

grown the cunning and desperation of our crimi-

nals, and that the mere increase of knowledge has

little or no tendency to diminish the volume of

crime. Wemay admit the fact without being dis-

couraged, without abating in the least our energy

to make education, even intellectual education

simply, more thorough and more universal.

carefully to explore the diseased part with all the

natural and sometimes with all the artificial light

he can throw upon it. This part of the treatment

is not remedial or painless, but it is the necessary

beginning of all cure. Before society will reso-

lutely set itself to combat the evils that infest and

degrade and make it wretched, it must thoroughly

comprehend those evils and how best to be rid of

them. The first effects may not be encouraging.

Rough surgery aggravates pain: the devil, about

to be cast out, first throws down and tears his

victim.

Wemay then conjecture the civilized races of

men as occupied, during the centuries lying nearest

our own time in the future, in the task of per-

fecting their education. Manhas been hitherto a

poor, forlorn, helpless, suffering, and pathetically

sad creature, because hewas a savage and did not

knowhow to get either the most happiness or the

most good out of his life. He will be happier

when he is wiser and more civilized,-more civil-

ized in that culture which comes latest, his moral

nature.

The era of investigation, of speculation, of

polemical debate lies immediately before us, in

which we shall study and settle the laws of life,

get some appreciation which we are far from hav-

ing now, of the true science of government, the

just laws of labor and distribution, and of the

rights on the one hand, and, of what has hitherto

been little considered, the imperative duties of in-

dividual men on the other hand. Inasmuch as

men are led by their fundamental principles and

by their ideals more than by their interests, we

must pray that the succession of great thinkers,

great poets, great saviors shall not fail in the

world, who impose upon the reverent wills of men,

through their docile faith, salutary truths they

would never discover by investigation or arrive at

by however prolonged a disputation.

Whenwe consider the great pushes forward the

world has received from such men as Zoroaster,

Sakya Muni, Confucius, Moses, Socrates, Jesus,

and Paul, how largely our hopes for the future

must rest upon the assurance that the succession

of such incarnations is to be kept up ! When our

reverent admiration is at its height, we are ready

to attribute the whole product of our civilization

to the genius of a dozen lonely, divinely inspired

Hitherto, the light on the pathway of hu-

manity has been an after gleam from regions of

the heavens "where it is always afternoon." May

we not expect that the next great illumination

shall burst out of the west, before and not behind

the Berkeley course of empire; and that the next

savior shall come to us, not so much wisely sad at

the impotence of man and the failure of life as

buoyant with the hopes and omnipotent with the

intelligence of the coming better race ?

men.

Problem of Crime.

All governments have proposed as an object of

punitory legislation the suppression of crime ; but

no government, and almost no man, has dreamed

of realizing such a consummation. We have ac-

commodated ourselves to the culprits, as we have

to the weaklings and invalids, as a permanent feat-

ure of human society. More than eighteen cen-

turies since, an ideal reformer characterized the

state of the then world as onewherein moth and

rust corrupt and thieves break through and steal.

Thedepredations committed upon property by

fellow-menwere as destructive as those committed

by insect pests and by natural decay. It is just

as descriptive of the modern world. What avails

our civilization, with its enhanced power, its sound

knowledge ? Our nights are tormented with fears,

ancestors. It is no longer the witch and the bogy

that we are afraid of: wecan sleep through quite

a racket, if we suspect it was made by a ghost or a

devil, and not by some miscreant, armed with

a revolver, prowling after our spoons and our

watches. What have we gained over the first

settlers of Maine, who slept with ears open to the

stealthy tread of the Indians lying in wait with

tomahawk and scalping-knife ? We are more

alarmed lest some boy, who went to school with

us, and used to steal our playthings and toys,

grown to be a burglar, shall enter our house to-

night, as he did our next neighbor's house last

night. Every morning, in any civilized commu-

nity, discovers some theft, some depredation, some

nuisance, for which daylight did not afford the im-

punity, and shows that, among the fellow-men we

meet and accost in the street, a certain percent-

age are criminals, and follow their vocations, un-

checked by all the repressive influence of law,

and by the stronger power of public opinion. No

doubt our fears exaggerate the number of these ;

but when we aggregate them with the great army

of culprits, whom our various grades of courts

have certificated by sentences that require the keys

of jails to be turned against them, it becomes a

formidable class of public enemies.

And we hardly expect it to diminish. We build

jails and prisons with the expectation that our

posterity will need them as certainly as they will

need schoolhouses, more certainly than they will

need churches .

Reform of Criminals not attempted.

Our remedies against crime have hitherto been

palliatives merely. While a man is locked up in

jail and fed and lodged at the general charge, he

will have no motive for stealing, and stealing will

not be possible; but we dismiss him at the jail

door with an au revoir, and are sure to see him

come back. The slight and unorganized efforts

made to reform thieves are voluntary and extra-

governmental.

Is crime, therefore, to be succumbed to as a per-

manent condition of human society? Let us con-

sider how far the evil is remediable. Undoubtedly,

a congenital feebleness of the moral sense charac-

terizes all habitual criminals, and any improved

external surroundings would leave that defect un-

remedied. But strong naturaltendency is noexcuse

for evil doing. Wehave the germs and impulses

to all crimes in ourselves, and may say truthfully

with the author of Pilgrim's Progress, when he saw

a felon on his way to the gallows, "There (but for

the grace ofGod) goes John Bunyan."

But society in this case will be benefited by a

repentance that stops short of a complete reform ;

and the moralist will be content with a state of

things that raises the thief above stealing, and al-

lows a base hereditary instinct. slowly to perish

for want of opportunity to gratify itself.

It takes three elements to constitute a thief,-a

deficient appreciation of the rights of property,

an enfeebled moral sense, and a temptation and

opportunity to steal. If either element be lacking,

the thief gets spoiled as a thief in the making.

Many men, in whom the first two requisites are

complete, for want of temptation live eminently

successful lives as traders, speculators, and monop-

olists. It were best if all people were honest from

character and principle; but society is benefited if

property is secure, because the over-acquisitive
find means of appropriating less shameful, if not

less harmful than larceny.

Of the efforts of society to make the criminal

virtuous, hitherto but little tried, and to make

itmore inconvenient forhim tocommit crime,-the

The first thing the skilful physician does is just as were those of our forest-haunting Scythian | method now in vogue, it may be said, This ought
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ye to have done, and not to have left the other undone.

We may continue to disgrace, to punish, to re-

strain the thief, for this on the whole makes

propertymore safe; and, though it does notmake

the thief honest, it deprives him of the opportunity

to steal, and it is by thwarting and denying evil

propensities that we starve them out, and finally

render them abortive. So it becomes pertinent to

consider what other agencies than fines and im-

prisonments may be efficacious in keeping men

congenitally inclined to be criminals from becom-

ing criminals in fact.

Suppression of Crime Possible.

Many men are kept from vicious and hurtful

practices by finding for them legitimate careers,

where they can safely exercise their peculiar tal-

ents and make their qualities serviceable. The

sagacious schoolmistress manages to repress the

big, mischievous boy, whom she has not the cour-

age to flog, by changing his seat or imposing upon

him some office of waiter or janitor. The moving

breaks up his associations, and deprives him of the

little public that applauded his monkey tricks ; and

the office piques his pride, and employs his surplus

activity.

The first settlers of Australia, formerly New

South Wales, were felons deported in annual

throngs to relieve the plethora of English jails.

What an ancestry for a chivalric and virtuous peo-

ple to celebrate the anniversary of ! We have

never heard that the present inhabitants of that

distant colony are in any way behind their fellow

Englishmen of the Cape, or of Canada, or even of

Old and New England. A large percentage of the

first settlers of Virginia were thieves and prosti

tutes gathered from the slums of London. Their

descendantshave taken no mean part in the drama

ofAmerican politics ; nor has Virginia been behind,

in morality and intelligence, South Carolina, into

whose colonization entered a considerable element

of virtuous and pious Huguenots. Texas and

California, in their turn "the paradise of rascals,"

under the responsibility of self-government, with

the self-respect that comes with prosperity and

good fortune, have sobered into orderly communi-

ties where law is respected and the decencies and

courtesies of civil order are maintained.

A thorough shaking up, a new deal of the

chances of fortune, very often breaks up chronic

habits of criminality, and, giving the criminal new

hopes and new confidence, starts him upon a life

of uprightness. For the listless and apathetic

country clown, the bustle and ambition of the city ;

for the too cunning and aggressive schemer of the

city, the quiet and plenty of rural country life,-

seem to afford changes sanitary to good morals.

It will some day come to be considered that the

manwhohas committed some overt offence against

society has thereby, to a certain extent, forfeited

his right to direct his own conduct. He is to be

taken in hand by society as a danger, and as a

subject of reformatory experimentation. Well men

are allowed to lodge where they please or can,-

in ahouse, a hotel, a camp, or under the sky; but

a man with the small-pox we are very careful to

provide a lodging for, where, if he may still take

harm to himself, he shall not harm us. So the

criminal, who has once stood in the docks, must

understand that he is under surveillance, not nec-

essarily to be imprisoned or punished, but to be

cared for, lest his malady break out in some form

of injury to other men. But this treatment, to be

effectual, implies larger functions on the part of

the State and a more inquisitorial oversight of

private conduct than our present ideas and our

present public opinion will tolerate, and can best

be considered in reference to some other cardinal

evil of the human condition.

Sickness,-How far is it Remediable.

How far may intelligent and united effort re-

lieve human life of sickness ? From this term

"sickness " ought to be excluded the natural feeble-

ness of the extremes of infancy and of old age,

and the disability which immediately precedes and

follows the great demand which parturition makes

upon the strength of mothers; and it ought to in-

clude all congenital and accidental maiming, all

deprivation of the normal activity of the senses

or the muscles, whether the result of disease or of

accident, and all mental derangement, from pro-

nounced insanity or idiocy to all abnormal and

eccentric tendencies to anger, jealousy, sensuality,

self-esteem, or melancholy. When our great civil

war began to make most searching demands for

able-bodied men to brave the peril of military

service, we were dismayed to find how many

men, with tolerable appetites and average ability

to enjoy life, were hopeless invalids. Neither

was it all fraud and cowardice. I suspect, if

men were set to study their real complaints, a

vast number, perhaps the majority, might truth-

fully report that they were far from being exactly

suited to be "food for powder." How grand is the

spectacle of a great teeming nation like ours, with

its laughing maidens and golden youth, with its

splendid march of conquest across a virgin conti-

nent ! But uncover our houses and look in upon

the diseases that ravage our communities, the

pains, the weaknesses, the vague symptoms that

periodically threaten our lives, and see howmany

of our infirmities we are bravely covering up

under a cheerful politeness and self-control. Tak-

ing account of all our ailments of mind and body,

is it not true of us, perhaps the most favored peo-

ple on the globe, that sickness is the rule, and

good health the exception of our condition ?

What England loses from Sickness.

Adistinguished English physician, Sir James

Paget, in an address delivered last June at the

International Health Exhibition in London, from

tables of aid rendered by the friendly or benèvo-

lent societies of England to their invalid mem-

bers, concluded that each person enumerated in the

British census of 1881, if a female, is sick nine

and a third days of each year, and if a male nine

and three-tenths days. The statistics of sickness

(in times of peace) among the army and navy

show a considerably higher proportion of illness.

England and Wales, he says, in consequence of

sickness lose every year 20,000,000 weeks' work.

Reckoned at $5 dollars per week, here is an annual

loss of $100,000,000 to those two countries. More

than half of this loss falls upon the domestic,

agricultural, and industrial classes, with an annual

cost to them for sickness of $55,000,000 . Comput-

ing now that the same persons in the United

States-that is, between fifteen and sixty-five-

would number 30,000,000 , and that their earnings

per man would be the same,-for, if the rate of

wages in America be slightly higher, the number

of youths and women not employed in labor is also

larger, we have an annual loss to this country

of $200,000,000 from sickness, and to the indus-

trial class of $110,000,000.

Sir James cites one disease common to both

countries, typhoid fever, which destroys among

persons in the working time of life in England

and Wales 4,000 persons in a year. Its mortality

is about fifteen per cent., so that, if 4,000 die of

it, about 23,000 recover. Of these, the average

length of illness is about ten weeks. So that from

one disease alone, and that preventable, we have

an annual loss of 230,000 weeks' work, or more

than $1,000,000, without reckoning what is lost

with those who die. The same, he says, may be

said of nearly all the diseases that are most prom-

inent in the bills of mortality.

But these figures represent the illness of the

strongest and soundest of the population in their

working age, between fifteen and sixty-five. "The

mortality in England for 1882, among children
under fifteen, was nearly a quarter of a million.

Whathave they cost? If you say only$40 apiece,

here is a loss of more than $10,000,000 incurred

every year. But they cost much more than this,

and much more still is lost by the loss of work

they might have lived to do."

I have not looked over our own census or the

annual State reports of vital statistics to compare

them with these English data; but the rates of

sickness and mortality among all civilized people

are so nearly alike that any one carefullyprepared

table will serve as a fair representation of the san-

itary condition of any one community or of the

civilized world. The modifications due to climate,

national habits, unequal supplies of food, and to

the prevalence of epidemics,-all tend in the long

run to equalize themselves .

How much of this is Preventable.

The learned English surgeon, in the course of

his address, asks, "Are not these things the inevi-

table consequences of conditions in which we

choose or are compelled to live?" and replies:

"No, certainly, they are not. No one who lives

among the sick can doubt that a very large por-

tion of the sickness which he sees might have

beenprevented, or can doubt that, in every suc-

ceeding generation, a larger portion still may be

averted, if only men will strive that it may be so."

"Let me," he says,"enumerate some of the chief

sources of the waste, as they may appear to one's

self in practice.

"Of the infectious fevers, small-pox might be

rendered nearly harmless by complete and careful

vaccination. Typhus, typhoid, and scarlet fevers,

and measles might, with proper guards against

infection, be confined within very narrow limits.

So probably might whooping-cough and diph-

theria. Of the diseases due to bad food and mere

filth, to intemperance and immorality, in so far as

these are self-induced, they might,by self-control

and virtue, be excluded. And, with these, scrofula,

rickets, scurvy, and all the wide-spread defects

related to them, might be greatly diminished. It

can only be a guess, but I am sure it is not a reck-

less one, if I say that of all the losses of work of

which Ihave spoken, of all the millions of weeks

sadly spent and sadly wasted, a fourth part might

have been saved, and that henceforth, if people

will have it so, a still larger proportion may be

saved."

Improved Sanitary Condition of England.

Sir James thinks what maybe done is best set

forth by what has been done. I give his facts,

without stopping to quote his language.

The average death-rate in England during the

last eight years has been less than in the previous

eight years, in the proportion of two deaths for

every 1,000 persons living. The average number

of deaths has been 50,000 less in the last than in

the preceding years. The largest gains of life have

been in the diminution of the deaths from fever

and in the deaths of children under fifteen years

old,-the very classes upon which sanitary meas-

ures would have most influence.

The annual number of deaths from typhus,

typhoid, and the unnamed fevers have been 11,000

less than twenty years ago; and of children under

five years old, 22,000 less ; and of children between

five and fifteen, 8,000 less ; and this, too, simultane-

ously with an increase of population. Computing

the diminished number of deaths among the work-
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:

ing classes,he infers that the country has gained
a clear annual saving of 185,000 weeks, or nearly

$1,000,000, by the abatement of fevers alone. In

a paper read in 1883 at the Statistical Society,

Mr. Noel Humphreys showed that, if the English

death-rate should continue at the low average of

the five years 1876-1880, the mean duration of

male life in that country would be increased by

two years, and of female life by three and four-

tenths years, as compared with the English life

tables.

This increase of life Sir James Paget reckons

as an addition of more than four,per cent. to the

annual value of all the industry, mental and mate-

rial, of the country. He goes on to say : "Any one

who has studied the source of disease during the

last thirty years can tell where and how it has

diminished. There is less from intemperance, less

from immorality. We have better, cheaper, and

more various food, far more and cheaper clothing,

far more and healthier recreations. We have, on

the whole, better houses and better drains, better

water and air, and better ways of using them.

The care and skill with which the sick are treated

in hospitals and infirmaries, and even in private

houses, are far greater than they were; the im-

provement and extension of nursing are more than

can be described; the care which the rich bestow

upon the poor, whom they visit in their own

homes, is every day saving life and health ; and

evenmore effectual than any of these is the work

doneby the medical officers of health and the san-

itary authorities, now active and influential in

every part of the kingdom."

GreatAdvance of Medical Science.

I appreciate the enormous development of all

the sciences in this age. I am conscious of how

much the new mechanical inventions, the discov-

ery of new chemical agencies, new properties, and

new forces, are adding daily to the power and en-

larging the beneficent agencyofman; but it seems

to me the advance of the medical science, espe.

cially the better knowledge of the deleterious

germs that constitute the insidious and invisible

virus that are the prolific seeds of many of the

infectious diseases, and the discovery and applica-

tion of anesthetics to relieve painful processes of

nature, and to make safe and painless the most

daring feats of reparative surgery, has been more

marked and more salutary in lessening the great

aggregate misery of human life than any other

knowledge or agency. I know the stale jest re-

peated in every circle where a physician is present,

that medicine causes more deaths than it prevents.

I remember in what conspicuous cases the best

medical science applied to has failed to detect the

real nature of some deeply hidden malady ; and

how five of the most eminent surgeons in America

probed and tortured the martyred President in

an orifice among his throbbing nerves made by

themselves, and not by the assassin's bullet-all

the while quietly lodging somewhere else ! But

what of that ? Are not all the great lawsuits which

end in the pecuniary ruin of one, sometimes of

both the litigants, cases in which the losing side

has been assured by his lawyer that he had a good

betting case ? The clergyman does not forfeit

either his praise or his pay,because his preaching

has not made us virtuous or even pious. With all

his shortcomings of omniscient knowledge and

almighty skill, the studious, enthusiastic, and as-

siduous physician is better worthy our honor and

reward than most of the skilled laborers that

arrogate for themselves the highest social seats

and the most liberal stipends.

Healthy Man, a Healthy People.

cian,whohas furnished so large a part of my dis-

course, without quoting his definition of health.

He says:-

"A pattern healthy man is one who lives long

and vigorously ; who, in every part of his life,

wherever and whatever it may be,does the largest

amount of the best work that he can, and, when he

dies, leaves a healthy offspring ; and we may re-

gard that as the healthiest nationwhich produces

for the longest time, and in proportion to its popu-

lation, the largest number of such men as this."

"We want," he says, "more ambition for health.

Ishould like to see a personal ambition for renown

in health as keen as that for bravery or for beauty,

or for success in our athleticgames and field sports.

Iwish there were such an ambition for the most

perfect national health as there is for national

renown in war or in art or commerce." Again,

he says :-

"It is a union of strength with a comparative in-

difference to the external conditions of life, and a

ready self-adjustment to their changes, which is

a distinctive characteristic of the best health. He

should not be deemed thoroughly healthy who is

made better or worse, more or less fit for work, by

every change of weather or food, nor he who, in

order that he may do his work, is bound to exact

rules of living. It is good to observe rules, and to

some they are absolutely necessary ; but it is better

to need none but those of moderation, and, observ-

ing these, to be able and willing to work hard on

the widest variations of food, air, clothing, and all

the other sustenances of life."

For my own part, I can but second this stimulus

of a wise and salutary personal and national ambi-

tion. I hope the time will come, I believe it will

very soon come, when a man will be as ashamedto

be sick as to be drunk, and when he will resent the

imputation of having dyspepsia as much as he

would the imputation of having the itch.

But, with all his improved hygiene, temperance,

good nursing, and public sanitary preventives,

what does our philanthropic physician expect to

accomplish in the way of arresting the miseries

caused by disease ? He tells us that he expects to

reduce the volume of sickness one-fourth, "and, if

people will have it so, a still larger proportion :"

would he say one-third? But there is the ugly

Carlyle is credited with theother two-thirds !

story that, when the cook called up the well-grown

chickens with delusive corn, and said she would

give them the choice of how they would be killed,

whether by beheading, stunning, or garrotting, and

whenone smart rooster interposed by asking, What

makes you kill us at all? she crushed him by

replying, Oh, but you wanderfrom the point. Would

it be an impertinent wandering from the point, if

I, a prospective victim of cholera, cancer, small-pox,

or typhus, or some other fever, should ask, Why

have these horrors at all ?

And here comes in the two methods of combat-

ing disease hinted at by Sir James Paget : one is

to quarantine them and fence them out by rigid

prevention; the other is to give them rope, and

make every constitution so robust as to set them at

defiance. After all, it is not certain that all dis-

eases are not symptomatic of some general weak-

ness, that men take diseases because they are weak,

and nature appoints that method of getting rid of

them, and that, if all known diseases were starved

out by absolutely secluding even the puniest chil-

dren from exposure to them, Nature would soon

invent some other agency to rid herself of those

unfit to survive .

Two young men imperfectly clad take a long

drive in a chill afternoon, and one returns with

ruddy cheeks and a better appetite, the other with
I cannot leave my accomplished and titled physi- ruddy cheeks and the seeds of pneumonia. The

late Capt. Rackleff, who lived in this city six

months after his one-hundredth birthday, told me

thathe had been exposed on ship-board to yellow

fever and other infectious disorders, had stooped

above sick men and breathed their breath, had

washed and prepared them for their watery burial

after their death, but never incurred any disorder.

The scarlet fever, theplague, diphtheria, and other

epidemics discriminate and turn aside mysteri-

ously from persons of all ages exposed to them.

The active cause of Asiatic cholera, said Dr. Koch, is

an animal germ, a microbe. Fudge, said Dr. Kein,

show me your microbe, and I will eat him. And he

did-with impunity. So, that the thing to do is to

make the humanbody safe amid surrounding con-

ditions of disease ; and, to do this, we must begin

further back, and be willing to undertake more

heroic preventives. The human race will never

attain the condition of health which is best defined

in the terse language of Horace : a sound mind in

a sound body, till it has learned how to breed

healthy children. Wehave interposed a wise con-

trol over the procreation of horses, cattle, swine,

sheep. We have neither found how nor dared

apply the same intelligence to the procreation of

men.

IN MEMORIAM.

Died in Philadelphia, on the 3d inst. , THEOPHILUS

L. SICKELS, a man of very superior intellectual and

moral worth. His death is not only a severe loss to

the circle of his immediate friends and the neighbor-

hood of his home, it is agrave public calamity.

In his profession, that of civil engineer, Mr. Sickels

had won eminent place. He executed, some years

ago, important commissions abroad for the govern-

ment in connection with his profession. He was the

engineer, I think, who laid out the line and had

charge of the building of the Union Pacific Railroad ;

afterward, of important railroads in Colorado; subse-

quently, constructed the iron bridge over the Missouri

River at Omaha, an admirable feat of engineering

skill; and at the time of his death, as for some years

past, he was consulting engineer for the Union Pacific

Railroad.

He was in all ways a man of most noble impulses,

thoroughly free and progressive in thought, giving of

his means liberally not only, but often munificently,

for the diffusion of the best ideas in the secular and

religious life . Of the Longwood Yearly Meeting of

Progressive Friends he was a member and a most

stanch and indefatigable supporter. It is not too

much to say that of late years, certainly, this meeting

has, in some ways, been much more indebted to him

than to any other person.

Called by business engagements latterly to spend

large portions of his time in New York, his home

was at Kennett Square, Pa.,-he connected himself

with the society of Dr. Adler; and to this, too, he

yielded a generous and ever interested support.

Modest and unassuming, shrinking instinctively from

any putting of himself forward, he was at the same

time of very positive and pronounced convictions ,

ready on occasion to own and avow them, and at

whatever personal cost to honor. Thoroughly sweet-

spirited, magnanimous, he was also one of the most

independent, courageous, upstanding of men. Alto-

gether, I think I have neverhad the privilege to know

a more attractive, winsome, loving, and quickening

nature than was his. Our country, our world even ,

has few such to lose. In their departure, we are all

deeply bereft.

Bereft, but not orphaned. The essential of the

history still remains . The great qualities of character

in our dear friend that shone in his life so resplen-

dent, that were himself, abide to raise, cheer, and

inspire. The steadfast, indomitable courage and hope

shall be our re-enforcement of strength, kindling per-

petually to a grander faith and nobler doing. There

is no end to their healing, uplifting power. Arjunas ,

says the Hindu poet, "follows the path unknown to

mortals, where no golden sun nor silver moon divides

the time; but the mighty hosts of men shine with the

splendor of their own virtue, in a light which we that

are afar off think to be the tremulous fires of stars ."

C. D. B. м.
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For The Index.

THE RUINS OF LIEBENSTEIN .

Many years have passed away

O'er the keep of Liebenstein :

Now, its tower of mossy gray

Doth the ivy close entwine,

Andupon its ruined walls

Oft the timid lizard crawls.

Ere the busy day is done,

While o'erlooks the ruddy sun,

Many a prying traveller

Wanders curious here and there.

Butwhenlengthened shadows fall

Backward from its gleaming wall,

And the night succeeds the day

As the curtain ends the play,

Then the peasant stealing home

From his love-tryst in the gloom

Cometh nigh with many a fear,

Forhe seemeth oft to hear,

Borne upon the winds of night

Voices not for mortal ear:

Now despairing shrieks of woe;

Then the tones of sudden fright;

Andsometimes whispers, soft and low-

Lovers' vows of long ago.

'Tis but fancy. Ne'er the dead

Walk these halls with silent tread;

Neither tortured captives' groans

Norlaughing maidens, merry tones

E'er disturb the quiet night,

In this castle on the height.

Silence reigns within its gloom,

Mute the dungeon as the tomb.

Yet I fancy, could it speak

And this ruin silence break,

Not inpride 'twould seek to tell

Of the sieges it befell,

Of the grandeur it hath known,

Of the splendors that are gone,

But faintly as a dying moan

Thus would speak the lips of stone:

"O River of Humanity,

Flowing to the silent sea,

Wave by wave ye pass me by,

Live and love, forget and die;

Andyour life and love, they seem

As anunremembered dream.

"Ah! the secrets that Ikeep

Of the mortals long asleep !

Mysteries of sin and crime,

Never to be told in time,

Guilty deeds that here were done

That ne'er knew the prying sun;

Cherished hopes and saddening fears ,

Happy smiles and bitter tears;

Love that swiftly didst entwine

Hearts that once beat true as thine;

Whispered vows that here were spoken,

Promises that soon were broken;

Kisses that did sweet impress

Lips that now are nothingness ;

Friendship that would outlast death,

Yet was blasted by a breath,-

Allhave vanished! Allhave gone!

What remains? These walls of stone.

"Dream not, then, your love will stay:

Life and love have but their day,

Death holds all things in his power;

Lovehe gives the briefest hour.

Iam ruins! Yet for me

Time doth wait. I am; and ye,-

Graves shall cover thee and thine

While stand the towers of Liebenstein."

THURINGIA, GERMANY, September, 1884.

CORRESPONDENCE.

TEMPERANCE STATISTICS .

Editors of The Index :-

A. L.

inally printed. I will leave that, however, for the

papers publishing the same to investigate, and admit

ordeny as the truth may require.

The balance of Mr. Denslow's article relates to the

total sales of liquors used in comparison with the

totals for bread, meat, etc., namely $900,000,000 an-

nually, which the writer appears to consider exagger-

ated,by assuming that the profits thereon are divided

among only 114,404 proprietors and bar-tenders, giv-

ing an average of $8,000 per year to each, and render-

ing the business by inference too inviting for the

"estimated figures given" to be correct. In reply,

I believe the total of the drink-bill of the nation is

not less than $ 1,000,000,000, and that the number of

persons engaged in the selling of the liquors (not in-

cluding manufacturers) is not less than 600,000 instead

of114,404.

(1) By the Internal Revenue report of 1883, the

number of retail liquor-dealers paying tax to the

general government were 195,869. No one denies

that probably thousands of dealers evade the tax or

live on "cross-roads" where the tax gatherer does

not find them, and we may safely claim that 200,000

does not more than cover all the retailers of alcoholic

drinks in the country. These saloons must have on

the average thirty patrons each, giving a total of

6,000,000 customers, over one-tenth of our population.

These patrons spend, we believe, an average of fifty

cents per day, $3.00 per week or $150 per year for

liquors,making a total of $1,000,000,000. The Chicago

Tribune admits that the amount thus spent in the

United States is not less than $900,000,000 , and the

New York Tribune puts it at $850,000,000 per year.

Both the "Beer Brewers' Congress" and the"Associa-

tion of Liquor Dealers" report larger average sales

per saloon than $5,000; and these figures, with 200,000

saloons, produce the total of $1,000,000,000. To this

amount should be added another $1,000,000,000 for

the indirect cost or "consequential damages," but

the mental anguish and loss of happiness resultant

from the sale and use of the stimulants cannot be

estimated.

My attention has been called to the article of V. B.

Denslow, of Chicago, in your issue of February 5, in

which he protests against the misrepresentation of

facts or statistics used in furtherance of the cause

of temperance. If the Christian Union or any other

paper intentionally published "false statistics" in the

interests of either morality or religion, I should unite

in condemning it, as I do not believe in "doing evil

that good may come of it." I have not the data at

command by which to judge of the correctness of

Mr. Denslow's estimate of the total annual cost for

meats consumed in this country, but think it prob-

able an error was made in the comparative total orig-

(2) The number of persons besides the landlordsto

share the gross profits of the business I estimate as

follows : 200,000 saloons, with an average of three

males or females to each, giving the 600,000 men-

tioned, who ought to be employed in better business

for their own good as well as the good of mankind.

The number of dealers, etc., taken from "the cen-

sus" by Mr. Denslow, is as far from the facts as the

"1,101 saloon-keepers" entered as in Boston by the

United States Census of 1880, when there were prob-

ably 3,500, if not over 4,000, as at present.

light his belief in the Author of that radiance" ought

tobe punished for it in someway. Another senator

opposed putting the man who denied the existence of

a God "on an equality with the man who devoutly

acknowledged it." The object of a court of law in

examining witnesses is to find out the truth about a

particular transaction, and not to discourage infidel-

ity. No man conducts his business or his social life

on the assumption that atheists are untruthful ordis-

honest; and to administer justice so as to deprive

him of important testimony in his favor, on such

a theory, is monstrous as well as barbarous.-The

Nation.

Let us increase the total sales of substantial food as

much as the truth will permit; and, if more bread and

meat were used to prevent and remove the feeling of

faintness at the stomach or "internal goneness," there

would be less demand for alcoholic drinks, and the

above alarming total might be largely reduced. But,

while our nation continues cursed with so many

thousands of licensed and unlicensed drinking sa-

loons, let us not endeavor to hide or disbelieve the

appalling facts, but keep in mind that the yearly

excess of receipts over disbursements of our general

government are equal to the total revenue of the na-

tion from liquor manufacturers and dealers ($91,000, -

000), showing that the whole liquor traffic might be

abolished, and the receipts be sufficient to meet all

the necessary expenditures of the national govern-

GEO. KEMPTON.ment.

SHARON, MASS., Feb. 12, 1885.

FROM one of Lilian Whiting's very interestingBos-

ton letters to the Chicago Inter-Ocean is taken the fol-

lowing paragraph referring to Dr. W. T. Harris and

other exponents of speculative philosophy: " Philos-

ophycan bake no bread; but she can procure for us

God, freedom, and immortality.' These words from

Novalis are a condensed expression of the faith of a

certain cult of Boston, which is destined to exercise

agreat influence in the world of philosophic thought .

Of this school, Prof. William T. Harris, LL.D., is the

founder and the acknowledged leader. Neverwas a

movement, whose importance is widely recognized

among select circles, more quiet. Lectures, papers,

conversations,-intellectual excursions of the finest

quality, are constantly being given in private par-

lors to an audience fit, though few; but no mention

of them is invited, and, while there is the most gen-

erous and hospitable spirit prevailing, the audience

simply consists of those who, through a range of

intellectual affinities, gravitate to the gatherings .

Eighteen years ago, Prof. Harris established the Jour-

nal of Speculative Philosophy, of which he has always

remained the editor, and, in the estimation of its

clientèle, its most important and valuable contribu-

tor. The magazine was simply a materialized ex-

pression of the thought that sought ameans of utter-

ance. It originated in St. Louis. There, in a city

whose population is largely made up of a foreign and

miscellaneous element, where the average intellect-

ual life of the community is not high, a little band

of thinkers were drawn together, who formed the

nucleus of what is now a recognized school of

thought. The names of the leaders have become

familiar in Boston now as those of the choicest lect-

urers and exponents of speculative philosophy; but

at that time the little group of six or eight met,

talked, wrote, and read their papers, published them

and perhaps readthem again, with no larger response.

Prof. Harris was the superintendent of the public

schools of St. Louis ; O. J. Snider, an instructor in

the high school. In later years, a brilliant and gifted

woman, whose kindergarten work has made an era

in American education, came to the group. Louis

Soldan and Mr. Kroeger, both eminent German trans-

lators, were attracted to the Journal of Speculative

Philosophy as a means of expression. Four numbers,

often issued at very irregular intervals, made up a

volume. The magazine is now published by D. Ap-

pleton & Co. in New York and by Trübner & Co. in

London. It has a special circulation in Germany.

It still appears at irregular intervals, the current

number being dated April, 1884."

THE TESTIMONY OF ATHEISTS.-The facts of daily

life, as observed by everybody, show that there is no

perceptible difference in the matter of truth-telling

between people who say they do not believe in the

existence of a God and those who say they do. A

declaration of this belief is in fact so easy, and does

aman somuch good with his neighbors, that nearly
all liars make it as a matter of course. A man needs

to be very honest and truthful to deny the existence

ofGod; and, as a general rule, the testimony of such

men is apt to be as reliable as that of professed be-

lievers. The principle that religious belief has noth-

ing to do and ought to have nothing to do with a

man's credibility as a witness is now acknowledged

in the jurisprudence of most civilized countries, in-

cluding twenty-eight States of this Union. But the

Massachusetts Senate rejected it sternly by twenty-

four to ten, after a luminous debate. One senator

held that a man who "denied under the genial sun-

JESUS AND THEISM.-Rev. Charles Voysey thus de-

fends his position as a non-Christian theist in a letter

to the London Inquirer : " In so far as Jesus said any-

thing true or did anything good, Theism is not op-

posed to Christ. In so far as he proclaimed pure the-

istic truth, we are entirely on his side. What we

oppose are doctrines attributed to him in the Gospels

which we believe to be false; namely, his pretentious

claims to equality with God, his intercession and

mediation, his threats of eternal perdition and claims

of excessive loyalty to himself. We also stand op-

posed to those Christians who believe Jesus to be

God, and to those Unitarian Christians who, while

believing him to be only aman, place him in a posi-

tion infinitely above all other men, and where they

would think it foolish or impious to place any one

else.... Your correspondent asks me where did I get

my thought of God as a benign Father from, if not

from Jesus . Let me tell him that I never found out

that Ihad a loving Father until I gave upmy belief

in Christ and chucked away the New Testament as

a spiritual guide. And the same natural but holy

guides-namely, conscience and love, which led me

to the Father-led me also still further to criticise the

portrait of Jesus in the Gospels. We are painfully

aware of the difficulties aswe are of the grandeur of
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our task. No one can set himself deliberately to force

his way againstwind and tide without foreknowing

the effort it will cost or perceiving the repeated dis-

couragements which lie inwait to obstruct his prog-

ress . But we are comforted and strengthened by the

conviction that we have reason and truth and relig-

ion on our side, and that the day must come at last

when the 'swollen talk about Jesus'-as the great

Channing is alleged to have termed it will be effect-

ually silenced."

BOOK NOTICES.

THE RELIGIOUS ASPECT OF PHILOSOPHY. A Critique

of the Basis of Conduct and Faith. By Josiah

Royce, Ph.D. , instructor of Philosophy in Harvard

College. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 1885.

pp. 484. Price $2.00.

in experience, but in thought. Not that above all

evil powers is there some good power mightier than

they, but rather that in all the powers "dwells the

higher spirit that does not so much create as consti-

tute them what they are, and so include them all."

"No power is it to be resisted, no plan-maker to be

foiled by fallen angels, nothing finite, nothing striv

ing, seeking, losing, alluring, growing weary: the

All-Enfolder it is, and we know its name. Not Heart

nor Love, though these also are in it and of it:

Thought it is, and all things are for Thought, and in

it we live and move." As our thoughts at any

moment combine several fragmentary thoughts into

unity, so the Universal Thought combines into a

unity of thought all the thoughts that have been or

willbe orthat are possible. This Universal Thought

our author "for convenience" calls God.

This work is an attempt to sketch the basis of a

philosophical system, and to apply its principles to

religious problems. The author states in the preface

that, "as he has no present connection with any

visible body, and no sort of desire for any such con-

nection, he cannot be expected to write an apology

for a popular creed"; yet that his aim is a positive

aim, and he hopes "to come to some peaceful under-

standing with his fellows touching the ultimate

meaning and value and foundation of this note-

worthy custom so widely prevalent among us, the

custom of having a religion." Touching the nature

of religion, he says that strength and moral value and

elevation of feeling are not enough to make it relig-

ious. Belief in the supernatural, in God, "need not

be religious belief." Religion has to do with action.

But it says, "not merely do and feel, but also believe ."

Itmust therefore have a theoretical element, a state-

ment of doctrine. To quote the author: "These three

elements then go to constitute any religion. A relig-

ion must teach some moral code, must in some way

inspire a strong feeling of devotion to that code, and

in so doing must show something in the nature of

things that answers to the code, or that serves to

re-enforce the feeling." Thus defined, religion is

necessarily related to philosophy; for both have to

dowith the fundamental Kantian problems: What do

Iknow ? What ought I to do ?

Thenature of moral distinctions, involving the con-

sideration of the priority of ideals in religious philoso-

phy, the fundamental difficulty about all ideals, and

altruism and egoism, are discussed through several

chapters with much acuteness and subtlety of thought,

andwith the freest criticism of writers of the experi-

ence school of ethics. The facts of life show a con-

flict of wills . Moral insight, the author argues, con-

sists in realizing their true nature, and involves the

will to harmonize them and to demand an end of

the conflict. "Get and keep the moral insight as an

experience, and do all that thou canst to extend

among men this experience." "Act out in each case

what the moral insight bids thee do." "Having made

thyself, in so far as thou art able, one with all the

conflicting wills before thee, act out the resulting

universal will as it then arises in thee." In the ideal

state of humanity, "the separate men will not know

or care whether they separately are happy, for they

shall have no longer individual wills, but the Univer-

sal Will shall work in and through them, as the one

will of two lovers finds itself in the united life of

these twain, so that neither of them asks, as lover,

whether this is his perfection or the other that he

experiences."

Our author's system is, of course, thoroughly ideal-

istic. It recognizes no external world, to the rela-

tions of which man must adjust himself; and the only

strife it admits is "the conflict of wills ." Neither

does this system recognize an "infinite creative Power

outside of his products." The "concept of produc-

ing an external thing involves of necessity a relation

to a Law above both producer and product, which de-

termines the conditions under which there can be a prod-

uct at all." If it be said God created the conditions

of any particular creation, still the same difficulty

would arise as to the conditions of that creation, and

so on ad infinitum. The teleology that seeks "a

world-manufacturer, and cannot discover him," is

treated almost contemptuously. Even if the design

argument proved an intelligent Power, it would still

fail, it is claimed, to prove that he has moral attrib-

utes. The supposed external world is either dumb

or given to dark and doubtful speeches. Let the

student cease to expect to find a proof of God among

the"dead facts of science," and seek the Eternal, not

What wehave present in us when we do good is an

element of divine existence. In the choice against

evil is the essence of goodness. But, in God, the evil

impulse of man forms a part of a total good will, and

partial moral evil is universal good. The imperfec-

tion of the finite is but the fragment of the infinite

Whole in which is no imperfection.

"Weknow nothing," says Prof. Royce,"about indi-

vidual immortality, nothing about any endless future

progress of our species, nothing about the certainty

that what men call from without goodness must

empirically triumph just here in this little world

about us. All that is dark.... Whatever happens to

our poor selves, we know that the Whole is perfect."

From this outline, the reader will be able to form

some idea of Prof. Royce's positions and reasonings.

Forhis thought,he claims buta very moderate degree

of originality. Yet he has put together parts of sev-

eral idealistic systems in a manner to make his own

doctrine somewhat independent and unique. The

work is stronger in its criticisms of what is rejected,

however, than in its support of the positions affirmed.

Idealism, in one form or another, will always have a

charm for a class of thinkers; but it is not likely ever

to weaken general confidence in an objective world

woman's enfranchisement is no less marked than that

of Lucy Stone and their daughter; and, among the

many instances which could be cited of marital unan-

imity in regard to the justice ofwoman's demand for

political self-representation, this volume from the

husband of one of the most popular platform speak-

ers on the question is specially noteworthy, as well

for its implied prophecy that the discussion of the

subject in families is not likely to cause much divi-

sion in sentiment between husbands and wives as

for its strong, logical, earnest, and elaborate refuta-

tion of thearguments brought forward by the oppo-

nents of the movement. The scope of Mr. Liver-

more's work may be inferred from the sub-headings

of the book, which indicate the different points of

view from which the question is considered, in the

following order : "Suffrage a Natural Right," "Suf-

frage a Political Privilege," "Appeal to our Legisla-

tors," "Mrs. Clara T. Leonard Answered," "Mrs

Kate Gannett Wells Answered," "Prominent Objec-

tion Refuted," "The Question for Statesmen," "Hon!

GeorgeG. Crocker Answered," "Hon. Mr. Williams

Refuted," "Hon. L. P. Poland's Objections An-

swered," and"Good Results." Mr. Livermore quotes

freely and pertinently from distinguished writers on

the question, making the work valuable for those de-

sirous of information on the subject. S. A. U.

SHADOWS: Being a Familiar Presentation of Thoughts

and Experiences in Spiritual Matters. By John

Wetherbee. Boston: Colby & Rich. pp. 287.

Mr. Wetherbee, in this book, relates his personal

experiences with (so-called) spiritual phenomena in

a pleasant, chatty way, at considerable length and

with some repetition, as though his work on the book

was a labor of love which he was loath to leave. If

these "Shadows" are not so definite in shape as to

convince the sceptical reader of the reality of that

spiritual intercourse in which the author of this book

apparently firmly believes, such reader will at least

find food for thought in the manner in which these

"manifestations" are said to have taken place, in the

through them, and the candid way in which they are

discussed by the writer. Mr. Wetherbee seems to be

very fond of poetry; and the pages of his book are

garnished with frequent quotations from favorite

authors, with an occasional original poem added .

The book isdedicated to the author's wife.

or to interrupt the march of science which depends | general weakness of the matter brought to light

upon observation and experience, and upon that ob-

jective order which is affirmed by common sense and,

in our opinion, also by the highest philosophy. This

work, by repeating with clearness and force a state-

ment of the difficulties of theism on the theory of an

external world, in which nearly all people believe,

and bymaking the author's belief in Universal Mind

dependent upon subjective idealism, which is con-

stantly contradicted by the common sense and practi-

cal reason of mankind, must tend, we think, in its in-

fluence on general readers, to scepticism and agnos-

ticism.
B. F. U.

WOMAN SUFFRAGE DEFENDED BY IRREFUTABLE AR-

GUMENTS : and all Objections to Woman's Enfran-

chisement carefully examined and completely an-

swered. By D. P. Livermore. Boston: Lee &

Shepard. pp. 222. Paper covers. Price 50 cts .

THE Century is becoming of late quite a war maga-

zine; and, in the March number, we find four pro-

fusely illustrated articles on the American Civil War.

-"The First Fight with Ironclads," by John Tay-

lor Wood, "In the Monitor Turret," by S. D. Greene,

"Watching the Merrimac," by R. E. Colston, and

"Recollections of a Private," by Warren Lee Goss.

Several subjects are treated in "Memoranda of the

Civil War," notably the conduct of "Gen. R. S.

Ewell at Bull Run." In "Topics of the Times," the

Century's war series is discussed; and "The Blue

and the Gray" forms the subject of one of the "Open

Letters." In addition, the article byR. E. Colston, on

"The Land of the False Prophet," will be read with

much interest, in view of recent events in the war in

the Soudan; and C. F. Goodrich has something to say

in regard to "The Bombardment of Alexandria."

This new departure on the part of the Century seems

to be a profitable one, since it has largely increased

its subscription list, and onehundred and ninety thou-

sand copies were struck off in the first edition of this

number. The literary excellence of the magazine is

not, however, allowed to be impaired; and contribu-

tions by Howells, James, Stedman, O. B. Frothing-

ham, and others, make it one of the most interesting

numbers ever issued. A very fine portrait of Daniel

Webster, engraved byT. Johnson, adorns the frontis-

piecepage; and Stephen M. Allen gives "Some Remi-

niscences" of the great statesman. For sale by Cup-

ples, Upham & Co.

The family quarrels, estrangements, and divisions

which, according to its opponents, are liable to be

engendered by woman suffrage, do not seem to crop

out very largely as yet in that movement, judging

from the attitude, so far as known, of the male rela-

tives of leading women suffragists . Mrs. Stanton's

lawyer husband has entered no protest against her

advocacy of the rights of her sex ; and her son, the

author of The Woman Question in Europe, has given us

in that work one of the most telling, thorough, and

admirable contributions to the literature of that ques-

tion we have yet had, and in so doing has placed

himself forever on record as a chivalrous champion

of woman's cause and as a thinker in sympathy with

his distinguished mother's views. John Stuart Mill,

his wife, and Helen Taylor, his step-daughter, were

all earnest agitators of the question; Henry Fawcett,

the blind Postmaster-General of England, was no less

ardent in his advocacy of it than Millicent Garrett

Fawcett, his brilliant wife ; Charles Stewart Parnell

stands equally pledged with his mother, Mrs. Delia

Parnell, to a belief in equal suffrage ; Richard Cob-

den's ideas find expression in the efforts of his

daughter Jane toward securing this right for her

sex; the name of Lord as well as of Lady Amberly

is quoted in support of suffrage for women; brave

Wendell Phillips' efforts to secure it were indorsed

by his wife ; Lucretia and James Mott were at one on

this as on all other questions of justice, and their son-

in-law still carries on their good work in this direc-

tion; Henry Blackwell's earnestness in behalf of

MR. E. T. DEWING, whose "Study for a Symbolical

Figure," in the New York Water Color Exhibition,

has been unanimously accorded the place of honor,

was among the artists who contributed to the Prang

Prize Exhibition. Mr. Dewing is, in the truest sense,.

an idealist; and his works have in them just that

element of the poetic which appeals rather to the

cultivated few than the universal public. It is in the

reproduction of such ideal creations that lithograpby

vindicates its claim to rank as a fine art.
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MORE Wonder-Books Frothingham's Sermons.Two Cents. The sermons are neatly printed in pam.

phlet form, and our friends who wish todo

missionary work for the Liberal causewill

find them admirably adapted to that pur-

With 426 Fine pose. To such as order them in lots of 25 or

"WHAT is the World coming to ? The poor man is now on an equality with the richest, GUIZOT'S

so far as books are concerned."-Central Baptist, St. Louis.

A HAPPYMAN. "Give aman this taste (for good books), and the means of gratifying it, and

you can hardly fail of making ahappy man. You place him incontact with the best society in every

period of history, with the wisest, the wittiest, the tenderest, the bravest, and the purest characters

whichhave adorned humanity. "-SIR JOHN HERSCHEL.

Elzevir Library.
1 Rip Van Winkle, Irving ........

Dainty little books, always unabridged, in large type,

and in neat paper covers. Theprices include postage :

2c 130 Milton. T. Babington Macaulay.... 5c

2TheBurning ofRome. Farrar...... 2c 129 Erasmus and Henry VIII. D'AU-
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10c

15American Humorists. Irving . 20 122 Public Health. EdwardOrton,LL.D. 2c

17 American Humorists, Holmes ..... 2c 121 Some of My Pets. Grace Green-

18 Cricket on the Hearth. Dickens.... 10c

11 LifeofSir IsaacNewton. Parton.. 2c 125 Confessions of anOpium-Eater.....
12 World Smashing, etc. Williams.... 2c 124 Legend ofthe Wandering Jew....

HISTORY OF

FRANCE .

illustrations, Eight more, the price will be reduced to 3 cents.
beautiful volumes,

small octavo, cloth, gilt

tops. Price reduced
from $49.50 to $8.00,

postage $1.20.

THE BEST.

"This is the only com-

plete American edition

of this work, which is

68 The Crucifixion.CunninghamGeikie 20

66TheCelticHermits. Chas. Kingsley. 2e

65 Schiller'sHistoryThirtyYears'War 30e known as the best pop-14Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress. Illus 10c 123 Hermann and Dorothea. Goethe... 6c 64 The Essays of Lord Bacon...20
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19 American Humorists. Lowell... 42 120 TheRaven, ete . Edgar A. Poe...... 2c
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THE Evening Record of this city refers to the

Irishman who having tormented a bull was tossed

over the fence by the impatient animal, whereupon

hepicked himself up, rejoicing that he had "had

his fun first or he should have missed it entirely."

The Record thinks that "a large number of the

hilarious Democrats now in Washington will be

in a condition to sympathize with Patrick, when

President Cleveland begins to put inhis work."

REFERRING to the series of lectures now closed

at the Old South Church in this city, in defence of

Free Trade, the Springfield Republican says, "The

most forcible and telling lecture in the whole series

on the tariff was that of Gen. M. M. Trumbull, of

Chicago." Gen. Trumbull is an Englishman and

a"selfmademan." He came to this country years

ago, and worked as a day laborer with a shovel

and wheelbarrow, went West, and at the begin-

ning of the War of the Rebellion enlisted as a

private, and soon rose to the rank of general. He

is the author of two works which were noticed very

favorably in The Index some months ago.

GEN. FRANCIS A. WALKER, President of the

Institute of Technology, in a lecture before the

Lowell Institute, said that in treating of the laws

of population the doctrine of Malthus, that popula-

tion when unchecked, tends to increase beyond

the means of subsistence, must be accepted with

implicit faith. The great Irish migration, caused

by the famine in Ireland in 1846, brought to this

country a class of peoplewhohad been previously

in the depths of bitter poverty. Under the influ-

ence of unaccustomed abundance of all kinds, the

temptation to raise large families was irresistible,

and the birth-rate rapidly increased. Yet, in suc-

ceeding censuses, the normal rate of growth of

population was not increased, was even, in fact,

decreased, proving that the number of deaths must

havebeencorrespondingly large. The great forces

now acting toprevent over-population are, he said,

ing age for males being 26.5 years and for females

23.9 years, and the diminution of procreating force

due to immoral practices. Gen. Walker stated

that, from various considerations, including the

influence of the civil war in increasing the death-

rate, it is highly probable that the population of

the United States in 1900 will fall a little below

80,000,000.

A CORRESPONDENT of the Chicago Inter-Ocean

writing from Jacksonville, Fla. , in a report of an

interview with Gen. F. E. Spinner, the "watch

dog," as he was termed, of the United States

Treasury, represents him as extremely severe in

his criticism of the orthodox clergy and the creeds

they preach and profess to believe. To this crit-

icism, the general added the following remark :

"When quite a young man, Iwas arraigned for my

infidelity in church doctrines and faith in woman's

rights, as long ago as Fanny Wright was agitating

the question. There has never been any reason

why women should not have the ballot. They are

better than men; and their influence should be felt

in politics, that morals may be improved." The

letter says that he is greatly beloved, especially

by the young people; and illustrations of his good-

ness and generosity are given. The account con-

cludes thus : "The dear old man has gone more

than a decade over the time allotted mortals,

and yet he is as vigorous in health and mental

strength as while being intrusted with and writ-

ing the crooked autograph upon the government

greenbacks. He is spending the late autumn of

his life here in Florida among his books and pict-

ures, surrounded by millions of wonderful shells

which have been gathered from all oceans.

has presented to the Smithsonian Institution many

specimens of this rare collection. Chief Justice

Waite has lately been spending many pleasant

hours in the general's sanctum, where they have

recalled memories of their Washington life."

He

Dr. Shedd on which our comment was based: "А

human judge pronounces a theft to be endlessly

atheft, and a thief to be endlessly a thief ; but

he does not sentence the thief to an endless suffer-

ing, though he sentences him to a penal suffering.

But this objection overlooks the fact that human

punishment is only approximate and imperfect,

not absolute and perfect, like the Divine.... But

the divine tribunal, in the last great day, is invari-

ably and exactly just, because it is neither reform-

atory nor protective. Hell is not a penitentiary.

It is righteous retribution, pure and simple, un-

modified by considerations either of utility to the

criminal or of safety to the universe."

THE Boston Sunday Herald says that the new

school of healing, called "mindcure," "faith cure,"

and "Christian science," is "spreading like wild

fire through the selectest circles of Boston and

vicinity." These "selectest circles" we will say,

for the information of those who live at a dis-

tance from this city, do not include the scientific

class, nor the recognized intellectual class, nor the

practically influential class of the city, but are

composed mainly of superficial people, whose

minds are filled with mysticism and superstition,

among whom, of course, are families of wealth

and fashion and what passes under the name of

"culture," but who are not essentially different

from the mass of men and women who mistake

emotion for inspiration, fancy for fact, surmises

for science, and the glimmerings of their undisci-

plined minds and unregulated feelings for "the

light that never was on sea or land." Of the

"craze" referred to, the Herald says that "it has the

essential mark of all fanaticism, the contemptuous

turning away from reasoned truths and abandon-

ing the mind to wild dreams. Wrapped up in no

end of metaphysical jargon, its dogmas have just

the kind of imposing sound that produces an im-

pression onpeople ignorant of philosophy.... But

Boston and vicinity are nothing, if not intellectual ;

and to find out suddenly what a stupendous thing

mind is, andhow it can evolve at will sound lungs,

supple joints, electric nerves, and free secretions,

and carry them around everywhere as pure mental

images, to the eternal discomfiture of materialistic

doctors, surgeons, and medical schools,-all this is

so exhilarating a discovery for a people justly

priding itself on intellect that it must reasonably

be expected for atime to turn manyheads a trifle

SOME weeks ago, we quoted a few sentences

from Rev. Dr. Shedd's article in the North Ameri-

can Review in defence of eternal punishment, and

added, "Anything more fiendish than this from a

professed moral teacher cannot be found in the lit-

erature of the world." Replying to this in the New

York Observer, Dr. Shedd says : "I will leave it to

any intelligent reader whether there is anything

inmy whole article more terrible than the words

which Jesus Christ says he will address to a cer-

tain class of men who will stand upon his left | topsy-turvy. And yet it might humble Boston

hand on the day of judgment: 'Depart from me,

ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the

devil andhis angels.'... The alleged 'fiendishness'

of the dogma clings, if to any one, to the Redeemer

of sinners and the Judge of the world." We think

our characterization of Dr. Shedd's teachings needs

no qualification. Whether they are more "terrible"

than the above-quoted words ascribed to Jesus is to

us a question of no great importance; and, cer-

tainly, the truth and justice of our statement do

notdependupon theway it is answered. Neither

a trifle to read alittle in the history of the dark

ages, and see how completely out of sight the

Athens of America hasbeen beaten on this same

course by people making no claim to anything

but ignorance, excitability, and superstition."

Facts as to the reaction of the mindon the body

are of course undisputable, and are recognized by

all competent physicians in the treatment of the

sick; but, with the faith and mind curers, a few

grains of truth are mixed with whole bushels of

chaff.
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VOLUNTARY RELIGION .

In the United States, the voluntary system of

supporting religionhas been theoretically adopted.

On the principle of impartial justice toward all

creeds and faiths and of equal respect for the

the churches impart to the State's citizens. If

Harvard College makes a move, as it is now doing,

for the abolition of its rule of compulsory attend-

ance by the students at daily prayers and Sunday

services,it is charged that the college is working

in the interest of irreligion and infidelity. If an

consciences of all citizens, this is the onlypracti-❘ attempt is made to amend the statute so as to pre-

cable course. The system, in vogue in some

countries, of raising money by general taxation for

the support of religion, and then equitably divid-

ing it among the churches of different beliefs, is

only ahalf measure of justice. Not all forms of

belief are so organized as to receive State aid under

such a system. Nor does this method respect the

consciences of a large class of citizens who do not

believe in any kind of religious forms or institu-

tions. The only complete measure of justice is

that which has been attempted in this country,

whereby the State gives up all control of and

responsibility for the institutions of religion, and

commits them entirely to the consciences and

hands of citizens, to be managed by the latter in

their individual capacity. This principle is not

consistently carried out in all respects ; but it is the

theory and, in its mainfeature, the practice of this

country with regard to the relation between Church

and State.

vent the credibility of a witness in court from

being impeached because of his atheistic or agnos-

tic beliefs, there will appear, as recently in the

enlightened Senate of Massachusetts, some sapient

senator with the argument that a man who can

"deny under the genial sunlight his belief in the

Author of that radiance" ought to be punished

for such denial, and that it is unsafe for the State

toput the man who "denies the existence of a God

on an equality with the man who devoutly ac-

knowledges it."

Can it be possible, then, that religion in itself is

so weak that it cannot hold its ground in the judg-

ment and among the institutions of mankind with-

out being thus artificially bolstered up by the

authority of the State ? Is the argument for the

existence of the churches so feeble that they can-

not make good their cause in the court of human

reason? If so, then hardly will the State's indorse-

ment save them. But, as matter of fact, there is

no evidence to show that the interests of religion

would suffer in the least, were this indirect support

which it now receives from the State to be with-

drawn. Equal justice to all classes of citizens

requires that this should be done; and it, surely,

must be always among the interests of religion to

do justly. Cannot the appeal for religion to the

humanmind and heart be made so strong that the

believers in it will take care of it without asking

any help from unbelievers? Is it not even pos-

sible that religion should be so presented to young

men in college that it should appear to them both

rationally and morally obligatory ? If not, is it at

all likely that their forced attendance on religious

services will conduce to this end ? And, as to the

claim that the State owes a debt to the Church

because the Church is a moral educator of society,

even if the ground of this claim were to be ad-

Yet this has not always been the practice of the

country. In the early colonial days, State and

Church were closely united. Especially was this

the case inNewEngland, where State and Church

were at first essentially one. But the principle of

religious freedom began to take root here and

there, and it grew with the country's growth ;

and, when the national Constitution was formed,

this principle was fully and grandly recognized

in that instrument. It has taken time, however,

for the several States to adopt the principle and

to adapt their laws and practices to it. There

are many persons still living who remember

when the parish in New England was cotermi-

nous with the town, and the town meeting was

expected to keep the meeting-house (to call it a

church was deemed heretical) in repair as a part

of the town's property, and to provide for the

salary of the minister in the regular levy of taxes

upon the town's inhabitants. Andwhen this cus-

tom was abolished by a change in the State laws,

and the denominations were left to maintain their

ministers and churches in their own way, there

wasagooddeal of alarm felt lest the interests of

religion would suffer. But the change proved to The Congregationalist, conservative orthodox, re-

benodetriment to the churches, but rather a help. | ferring to the petitions before the Massachusetts

It is now admitted by all who have considered the

matter that the voluntary system of support for

the churches, so far from weakening them, was the

means of putting new life into them. It aroused

individual zeal and effort. The system is an ac-

knowledged success. The institutions of religion

are nowhere on a securer foundation financially

than in this country.

Notwithstanding this fact, whenever it is pro-

posed that this voluntary system for religion shall

be adopted and trusted wholly, there are many

timid folk who start up with the warning that

religion would be imperilled. Such people do not

appear to have much confidence in the power of

religion to maintain itself in the world. If itbe

complained that it is inconsistent with the volun-

tary system, and unjust to many citizens, that the

State should continue indirectly to subsidize the

religious denominations by exempting church

buildings from taxation and otherwise giving aid

to certain forms of faith, the cry is raised that the

churches would be enfeebled by the withdrawal of

such aid, and that at least this much of encourage-

ment and support is owed to the churches from

the State because of the moral education which

of dimensions, no doubt, increased the difficulties

that the architect had to meet. Most, if not all, its

glory willbe from within. Mgr. Hendricken told the

architect to take a carte blanche as to interior decora-

tion. Anything that talent or taste could suggest or

that money could buy for the glory of God's house

and altar he promised to supply. How that promise

was fulfilled may be known by all who remember

that, when the completed church is consecrated three

years hence, there will not be adollar of debt on it.

Yet nothing costly or beautiful has been withheld ,

whether rich marbles, painted windows, or clustering

columns ofprecious stones. The quarries of the New

World, the furnaces and the ateliers of the Old, have

been searched for every product of nature and art

'that makes ahome of the Eucharistic God worthy of

itsLord.

There can be no question that anydenomination

that is rich enough to build so luxurious a church

as this is abundantly able to take care of itself

without any kind of subsidy from the State. One

might suppose that it would even be proud to pay

its just quota of taxes to the State for the posses-

sion of such an elegant property in honor of its

"Eucharistic God." According to the New Testa-

ment story, "its Lord" was born while his mother

and her husband were dutifully going up to the

city ofBethlehem "to be taxed" ; and there is good

reason to believe that "its Lord" himself, though

born in a manger and remaining poor after he

grew to man's estate, yet faithfully paid his small

tax-bill. And now that he has become the "Eu-

charistic God," and has been presented with such

an expensive and magnificent dwelling, we cannot

believe that the simple but firm integrity of his

nature has been so corrupted by the unaccustomed

grandeur that he would not still prefer that his

costly "home" should share with the other homes

inProvidence the pecuniary burdens of that city.

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

" OPPOSITIONS OF SCIENCE."

There are oppositions of science which are real

enough. They are to superstition and the fears

that follow in its train. They are to supernatural

religion and the doctrines which, if theyhave not a

mitted as a fact,-for some persons would question | supernatural support,have none whatever. They

it, the argument, if applied as a general principle

of taxation, would lead to such a multitude of

exemptions from the assessors' books that it

would certainly break down of its own weight in

practice.

Legislature for the taxation of church property,

does not apprehend any "harm to real Christianity,

were the new move to be carried." It thinks that

"the very poor and the very rich would suffer

most, were all church buildings to be taxed." But

it might be no detriment to "the very poor," if

some of their religious societies, which are strug-

gling with poverty and beggary, should be taxed

out of existence, and compelled to consolidate with

other societies. Frequently there is no difference

of belief that stands in the way of such consolida-

tion. And, if "the very rich" should have to cur-

tail some of their ecclesiastical luxuries, it might

happen that neither they nor religion would "suf-

fer" any essential loss. The Roman Catholic

Church in this country is not very rich except in

zeal and numbers,but it manages to get a great

deal of money and to build very costly edifices.

The cathedral, for instance, which is in process of

erection in the city of Providence, is described in

a Catholic journal as follows :-

The new cathedral of Providence will be the most

beautiful church in America. A little short in

length, owing to the nature of the site, it finds com-

pensation in its increased breadth. This irregularity

are to ignorance of natural laws and the inconven-

iences and miseries that such ignorance entails.

But there are other oppositions of science which

are quite imaginary. Thus, it has beenconceived

that there is an opposition between Science and

the Beautiful in nature and in art. But there is

no such opposition. Science is theoretical and

practical. As theoretical, it is a revelation of the

Beautiful in natural forms and forces. Other

things being equal, the beauty of Nature is incom-

parably greater for the man of scientific knowl-

edge than for the man who comes to Nature with-

out this preparation for the best enjoyment of her

graces and her gifts. True, there are men whose

scientific knowledge is considerable, if not remark

able, for whom the beauty of the natural world,

whether in its major or its minor aspects, is a

thing which they do not regard. But for the

impression that, if they had less of science, they

would have more of beauty, there is not a particle

of warrant. "We live by admiration, " Words-

worth said. But we do not all live by admiration

in the same measure. Some are born responsive

to the touch of beauty, some, but not all. Those

who are favored by the bias of their constitution

can never, I am sure, suffer the smallest diminu-

tion of their love of beauty, or of their enjoyment

of the beautiful in nature, by the increase of their

scientific knowledge. Indeed, such knowledge

opens for them innumerable doors, inviting them

to feasts of beauty, of which, otherwise, they

would have been in total ignorance. I do not
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believe that men of science, as a class, are defi-

cient in their sense of natural beauty. Next to

the artists and the poets, I am inclined to think

they have the liveliest sense of it. Those who

have least would probably have less, if they had

not been drawn into the paths of scientific study

and research. And how is it with those who are

professional devotees of beauty, the artists and

the poets ? The scientific spirit has been so much

diffused of late that every artist has been obliged

to take it into his account. That the love of nat-

ural beautyhas not been diminished by the advance

of science, there are two witnesses whose evidence

is so important and complete that it requires no

confirmation : one is the fact that a century which

has beenpre-eminently the century of science has

beenpre-eminently the century of landscape paint-

ing; the other is that this same centuryhas been

pre-eminently the century of nature poetry, the cen-

tury of which, in the sphere of poetry, Wordsworth

willbe, for coming generations, the representative

man. True, there is danger that the individual at

once in love with science andwith art mayattempt

to carry matter over from the one into the other

before it has attained æsthetic transformation.

Wehave hadmany instances in literature of this

defect. Objection was made to George Eliot's

scientific illustrations in the first story that she

everwrote, and in her subsequent writings there

are many passages in which her scientific data

lack something of complete assimilation. But

how many more in which the power and beauty

never could have been without the scientific data !

I have passed, almost unconsciously, from the

consideration of science as related to the love of

natural beauty to the consideration of science in

its relation to the products of artistic inspiration .

Now, in a general way, the periods of scientific

energy have been equally the periods of creative

art. When Rembrandt painted Dr. Tulp deliver-

ing an anatomical lecture,he not only painted his

most famous picture, but he registered the fact

that to the Dutch who had taken Holland from the

Spaniard and the sea anatomical science was an

engrossing interest as well as art. If he was

not himself eager to learn of Dr. Tulp all that he

had to teach, his spirit was very different from

Michel Angelo's and Leonardo's. These mighty

ones imagined that, other things being equal, the

best anatomist would make the best painter or

sculptor. In their own work, they proved that

Science was the handmaid of the Beautiful. To

Turner's lack of science must be charged the fleet-

ingquality of his creations . He did not, like Mr.

Opie, mix his colors "with brains, sir" ; and, con-

sequently, they are already fallen from their first
estate.

Here is a fact by which we may effect an easy

passage from the consideration of theoretical to

the consideration of practical science as affecting

natural and human beauty. Practical science is

industrial skill. It is the railroad and the tele-

where only hundreds could have done so but for

the printing-press and the steam-engine working

together in divine accord. Here is a service of

beauty that offsets the persistent reduplication of

architectural forms, the multiplication of chromos,

the ruin which the railroad makes, spoiling the

river's bank, tearing away the bases of the hills.

Moreover, the reduplicated architectural forms,

once well designed, are not sobad for those of us

for whom artistic handicraft is an impossible ex-

pense; the chromos soon become a weariness, and

are replaced by more genuine reproductions; Nat-

ure adopts the railway into her economy of beauty,

making the cloven ledges gay with flowers, and

touching the receding locomotive's long, low-lying

cloud of trailing smoke with the same hues with

which she makes her mornings and her evenings

beautiful.

Another opposition of science, which is "falsely

so called," is its relation to religion. To much

that calls itself religion, science is unquestionably

opposed. It is opposed to much that is connected

with religion, and is conceived to be a vital part of

itby many excellent people. But, in the course of

time, agreatmany things which have been regarded

as essential to religion have been stripped away,

and religion has become all the more manifest and

beautiful thereby. " If there are no witches, then

there is no God," said the most learned men of

Richard Baxter's time, and Baxter with the rest.

Witches have gone to their own place, and have

been followed there by various doctrines and ideas

which had hardly more to recommend them to

the rational mind. And are we, then, really becom-

ing less religious ? Mr. Philip Gilbert Hamerton,

in his new book on Human Intercourse, confesses

that we are. The ground of his confession is that

the sense of Universal Law is becoming rapidly

more general and more strong, and thatnaturally
and inevitably, at the same time, the sense of

Personal Interference is getting to be less and less

general and impressive. The situation is undoubt-

edly as he represents it, but that his inference is

valid I am obliged to doubt and to deny. The

most deeply religious persons I have ever known

have been most averse to the doctrine of an inter-

fering Deity, most filled and satisfied with the

doctrine of an invariable law? Are such relig-

ions upon false pretences ? I trow not. For, cer-

tainly, no sentiment is more religious than a

noble confidence, a perfect trust. This is the sen-

timent that naturally correlates itself with the

persuasion of invariable law. The demand for

providential interference is an imputation of de-

fect. God is not omnipresent by the canons of

this creed. But, for those who have attained to

the conception of universal law which science has

made possible, the world is full of Deity. Invari-

able law is but the scientific way of saying Ever-

lasting Faithfulness. "But there can be no relig-
ion without mystery." And does the mystery

lessen as the knowledge grows ? "The more thou

graph, it is the power-loom, and the printing press. searchest, the more thou shalt wonder," not only
It is the multiplex device by which the natural

force of man is multiplied a hundred-fold. It

would not be difficult to enumerate examples of the

operation of this practical science that would be

exceedingly depressing. It has the defects of its

qualities, and they are many and profound. But,

if we could balance the account, I doubt not we

should find that the amount of beauty in the world

had been mightily increased by the application

of science to the industrial arts and to the means

of travel and communication. The poetry of
Shakspere is the most beautiful effect that ever

has proceeded from the creative genius of man-

kind. But consider, now, the millions of readers

that have enjoyed the fruit of Shakspere's mind,

at the vast unknown which lies beyond each new

horizon, but at the known whose mighty har-

monies shake the responsive heart with awe and

gladness as the old mystery of ignorance could

never shake the savage breast with awe and fear.

JOHN W. CHADWICK.

THE DAWN OF LIFE.

In the Peabody Museum at NewHaven may be

seen a fossil bone of most enormous proportions,

which once formed the femur of anAtlantasaurus.

This bone is over six feet in length; and a very

simple calculation shows that, if the thigh bone

were six feet long, the Saurian itself must have

been about thirty feet in height and a hundred

feet in length. It is perhaps fortunate that this

ungainly brute has been gathered to his fathers

with most of his near relations, for they would

seem sadly out of harmony with our Western

civilization of to-day; yet once their home was in

the Western country. The stone books of geology

-Genesis in the original-tell us that these mon-

sters, in one shape or other, have existed in nearly

all latitudes at different times; for the bones of

fossil Saurians and Mammalia have been found

from the sterile hills of Patagonia to the frozen

steppes of Siberia, and we can only wonder why

such giant forms have passed away and given

place to smaller. But the laws by which we are

governed teach us if we will learn-that the form

surviving is ever the fittest form: so we may lay

the flattering unction to our souls that the fittest,

the noblest (?) form the world has yet seen is man,

although that seems an unjustifiable aspersion on

the character of the departed Saurians. Geology

also teaches us that, before the age of great mam-

mals, there was a time when mammals did not

exist, and great reptiles held sway. In the famous

Archeopteryx, we see the mammal graduallychang-

ing into the bird ; we see the reptile with feathers,

the bird with teeth, a hybrid that gives reality to

early Grecian myths, and a charm to the study of

geology such as fairy lore had for the child mind

in the long ago. Before the Reptilian Age, the

Amphibian had left its weird

"Footprints onthe sands of time" ;

and our own book of Genesis startles us with

revelations of hideous forms that once haunted

the shores of great lakes and inland seas. Yet,

before the age of Amphibia, we touch upon a time

when the fish was king, and wondrous forms filled

the sea. Then we go back step by step, lower and

still lower in the scale of life, till the fishes have

disappeared, and we have only mollusks and lowly,

creeping, slimy things, which can scarcely be said

to live. Here we pause, and ask if life really

began in the water, if Eden were aqueous. There-

upon, Science, which answers, "Aye," leads to our

searching for the "primordial germ" that has

troubled so many people in the past, and is bound

to trouble many more in the days to come ; for

man, in his pride, objects to being directed to a

remote cellular ancestry that antedates human

reason and earthly pride by untold æons.
Yet

this same proud man has been evolved by simpler

process from a single cell in forty weeks, but he

objects to the evolution of the race from asingle

cell through countless ages. Nevertheless, the day

is coming on apace when man will value truth

more thanbirth and right morethan creed; for the

laws of evolution are ever tending toward the one

end, and that the survival of the fittest. So we

may reasonably suppose that the fittest, in this

case, will be the best ; and, though the day of tri-

umph maybe far off, yet it mustcome, andcome

itwill

"For a' that, an' a' that."

The earliest form of life-if we may use the

word "life" in such relation-maybe found to-day,

as ofold, in the quiet waters of the sea; and, if we

only know how to ask questions, mother Nature

will show us her first children, her first attempt at

life, and, if we use the microscope rightly and seek

for truth in loving faith, we will realize what one

of our sweet singers sang:-

"No grain of sand

But moves abright and million peopled land,

Andhath its Edens and its Eves, I deem."

This "dry science" opens to us a wonder-world

that touches all life with a new glory, and lends a

charm to what was once "commonand unclean."

Taking a gauze net and amicroscope to the sea-

shore,we can soon fish from out the clear water a
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tiny speck of slime, invisible to all eyes save the

student's. Placing it under our powerful lens, we

find that the speck moves, that it has life, that it

absorbs the oxygen from the water, gives off car-

bonic acid, and soon makes the drop of water foul.

After patiently watching this little speck, we see

that there project from its formless centre tiny

threads, microscopic fishing-lines that it protrudes

andwithdraws at its own sweet will. As wewatch,

we see it absorb particles of living matter still

smaller than itself, and, although it has no mouth,

no lungs, no nerves, no organs of any sort, it lives :

it has life, and preys on even smaller forms of

life. So here we have life, in a sense, without

organism; here we have the beginning of all life.

Yet, in its ultimate analysis, we know not how far

this tiny speck has reached through the corridors

of time for its progenitor: so, in this first child of

nature, we have as great a mystery as in the

gathering together of fiery circling suns or the

birth of their attendant worlds. These tiny slime

spots live, move, absorb food, and learn by slow

degrees, as well as by infinitely slight changes, to

adapt themselves to new or changing conditions.

Truly, few things are more interesting than to

watch the processes of reproduction by division ;

and, by following this outward and upward, we see

in this poor, shapeless, microscopic slime speck the

source of countless forms of life, just as one finds

the tiny rivulet in the Cordilleras to be the source

of a mighty river, on which all the navies of the

world might lose one another.

It would be a fascinating study to watch the

various forms assumed by this first child of our

common mother, with their wondrous divergence

from the remote parental type; but we will fasten

to one that seems to have adopted the simplest

form, and has tarried with us even unto this day.

The first great advance step of the little jellied

body was to secrete the carbonate of lime that

abounds in the sea, and to build himself ahome.

From this branch of the family sprang our Mol-

lusca and countless diverse forms; but our special

builders learned to form little colonies, then to

weave all their little threads together, and to make

a sort of silken palace. But, after other forms of

life developed, these gelatinous masses formed

tempting mouthfuls, as though they were easily di-

gested despite theirsomewhatstringy construction ;

so mother Nature-or shall we say instructive ne-

cessity ?-taught this branch of the family the art

of secreting not only carbonate of lime, but also

silica; and, with these minerals, they built most

wonderful shapes, such as tridents, crosses, anchors,

and exquisitely beautiful forms forwhich wehave

no names, and these were used in their palaces of

thread. Some really were for anchors, and fas-

tened a house to a rock. Many were for weapons

of defence, others offence, to catch and kill the

microscopic victims of slime hunger; besides the

other spicules which seemed devoted to strengthen-

ing the mass of slime. Thus, onewayand another,

this family learned to build for itself a home that

was not grateful food to its enemies; and, grow

ing so thread-like and stringy, naturally it went

out of fashion as an article of diet in the fish

world. Therefore, the slime builders were compar-

atively free to build, develop, and evolve. Some

learned to secrete lime to such an extent that they

built islands of lime, which in later days formed

harbors for the ships of men, who called them

"coral reefs" ; others used flint or silica to such an

extent that they became the flint sponges. In

short, all sorts of fashions were evolved; for these

dwellers in the sea multiplied so rapidly that the

slightest variation was soon emphasized, and new

varieties and species branched out, as Ernst

Haeckel has so well shown.

Fewpeople can form any idea of the powers of

reproduction in the lower forms of life. It has

been calculated that the young of an isolated

Daphnia would number, at the end of sixty days,

1,291,370,075. Now, the Daphnia cannot be more

prolific than its lower relations; but,admitting the

above figures to be too high by half a dozen, there

would still be an enormous margin on which to

calculate in the matter of variation, even if the

lower forms were no more prolific. Hence, it is

not strange that the slime builders branched into

many and various channels.

We left our little builders in a silken palace

with columns of glass and lime. These little

forms also secrete a horny substance that has

scarcely a counterpart in any other family, and

here we find the first definite attempt at building

abody; for we have the slime for the flesh, the

earthy secretions for bone, and the keratode for

nails. But it took patient Nature a long, long time

to weave the different forms from out this shad-

owy type, to teach the spider to weave its web

fromthe same silken floss, to teach the silk-worm

tomake its cocoon from the same soft thread,to

form the scattered spicules into bones, to gather

from the mass a backbone and a definite form .

son mother Nature gave her children in the divi-

sion of labor,-a lesson that each succeeding tribe

has to a great extent to learn for itself.

On examining a sponge, it will be found full of

small holes, each one of which will be found to

lead to a larger one, and all the larger ones lead

ultimately to the great fæcal orifice; and the do-

mestic economy of the sponge animal, Zoöphyte,

is clear. Some ciliated cells simply produce the

food-bearing, oxygen-laden current ; others weave

the silken floss that makes the house ; others, again,

seem to secrete the earthy parts that support the

But all toil, and over the silken mass is

spread the slime animal, which has no sense, yet

builds so well; which has no organs, yet lives ;

which has blessed us with this "house not made

with hands," socommon in ourbath-rooms, unfor-

tunately so little understood.

mass.

Some of the slime builders raise coarse houses

withmanyand large orifices. These use sand and

other things in building; and their houses are

almost valueless to man, or at best furnish the

"five-cent-store" sponges, which hold only a little

water and are harsh to the touch. While other

builders have learned that the compact, silken

mass is quite as good a protection as the harsh,

But it has all been done, and, maybe,well done.❘ sandy mass, and have given tocommerce the soft,

Even Helmholtz found fault with the eye ; and

carping critics are forever finding fault with stom-

achs, or livers, or legs, or something else. Despite

all, it seems as if nature had made avery fair arti-

cle out of very poor material; and, if it be not the

best that is possible, let us hope that there is a

better condition of life to come !

When man first examined this silken, slimy

plant animal, it was a source of no little wonder ;

but, so soon as the silken framework was found

suitable for a bath sponge, the wonder was lost in

the greed for gain, and the poor sponge was sadly

neglected until recent years, when its wonders

were disclosed, notwithstanding few people recog-

nize them.

silky, Turkey sponge. So expensive is it that

menhave attempted to cultivatesponges. In Dal-

matia, a living sponge is cut into small pieces,

each piece is fastened to a stake under water, and

in three years a large spherical sponge is the

result.

Many are the wonders to be found in this one

lowly family; butwemayonly point out oneother,

andthat is the faculty of making glass that these

slime spots have developed. There is a legend

that, once upon a time, a man made a ball of flex-

ible glass, but hewas put to death for his pains,

as it seemed impious to fly in the face of Nature.

Nevertheless, of late years it is certain that men

have striven persistently to learn the secret of

making flexible glass. Is it not startling to find

that our poor slimy little relative has been in pos-

session of this art for untold generations ?

In thedeep waters of the Philippine Islands and

in the neighboring seas maybe found that most

exquisite of all sea forms known as Venus' Basket,

or Euplectella specios, a cornucopia-shaped basket,

sometimes twelve inches long and an inch and a

half in diameter at its largest end, formed of

threads of purest glass, the whole forming a pal-

ace as wonderful as ever was built by the genii of

the lamp at Aladdin's command. This is the

dwelling-place and business house of our humble

relation ; and the glimpse weget of the harmonious

adaptation of means to ends in this work hints of

miracles that are all about us, and gives force to

the words of the camel-driver of Mecca, who,

when his followers asked for amiracle, said,-and

there is a Sinaitic tone in the reply for us in this

nineteenth century,-"Open your eyes."

One of the strange things about the sponge was

the number of little amabæ, or slime specks, that

seemed to adhere to the sponge body. The micro-

scope soon showed that these were young sponges,

and it was not long before Dr. Bowerbank and

other patient students traced their mode of birth

and development. This little amæboid is really a

capsule, having within it a mass of tiny cells all

fastenedto one another like the sections of a mul-

berry; and, when the capsule breaks and the little

mass is ejected from the parent mass by one of

the large orifices, it swims off, a free swimming

animal. As each of the little cells has a tiny

thread, or cilium, which it vibrates violently, and

the mass being pear-shaped, it goes sailing gayly

through the water, maybe, for several days, until

it finds an anchorage. Thereupon, it settles down

to the stern business of life, which in all times

seems chiefly to haveconsisted of making a living.

The little free swimmer may have caught a

glimpse of our sun byday or our stars by night;

yet it could have been only a glimpse, inasmuch as

it had little time to spare for observation. The

tiny, cellular slime spot settles on a stone or any

convenient place. One settled on a crab's back

andgrew to a great size, yet the crab never seemed

troubled about his strange burden; but, as a rule,

they settle on stones. Then the cilia disappear

from the outside and begin work inside, and

by constant whip-like motion produce a current

that flows in through microscopic holes into a

larger central hole, which has a vent, at what is An item in the evening papers on the day of

now the upper end of the gelatinous mass. This President Cleveland's inauguration was, to one

current brings in animalculæ for food; and some reader at least, of more thrilling interest than any

of the cells are differentiated into builders, while or all reports of the events of that dayinWash-

others are weavers. So we have the very first les- ington, to the description of which the columns of

Pitiful at times is the ignorance of the "open

miracle" that is all about us; and it is onlywhen

we trulyknowwhat life is, and whither life doth

go, that we are able to regulate the affairs of life.

To teach men how to live, while yet ignorant of

the simplest principles of life,

"Were all as well to bid a cloud to stand

Orhold a running river with thehand."

PETER ANNET.

CHARLES EGBERT CRADDOCK.
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the evening newspapers were mainly devoted,-of

more interest even than the carefully read inau-

gural address of the new President. The item ran

inthis wise :-

Last evening, Dr. Holmes and Mr. Howells received

agenuine surprise at the hands of the editor of the

Atlantic. Mr. Aldrich invited thesegentlemen to dine

with him, to meet Charles Egbert Craddock, the au-

thor of In the Tennessee Mountains, Where the Battle

was Fought, and the remarkable novel now publish-

ing in the Atlantic. The surprise lay in the fact that

Charles Egbert Craddock is a pseudonyme which for

the past six years has veiled the identity of a very

brilliantwoman,-Miss Mary N. Murfree, of St. Louis.

The delighted reader of this item was a woman

not remarkably enthusiastic by nature, and now

past the age of youthful enthusiasm ; yet glad

tears came to her eyes, and for one insanely ab-

surd moment she longed to clasp the hands and

hold to her heart the fragile creature who had

thus scored a most signal victory for her sex.

Only the evening before this public announcement

was made, this reader, glancing over the new

chapters of "The Prophet of the Great Smoky

Mountains," in the March Atlantic, was struck

anew with the intellectual power in that serial,

and read aloud for the benefit of those not usually

interested in "stories" some of the strong, descrip-

tive passages, with admiring wonder at the origi-

nal genius and the breadth of thought displayed

by this new Southern writer, "Charles Egbert

Craddock."

But, after that first tumultuous moment of de-

lighted enthusiasm over the dramatic surprise

given byawoman to our foremost critics and lit-

térateurs, none of whom had ever dreamed that this

pseudonyme veiled a feminine personality, there

came a sigh of sadness from the woman's heart

because of the implied suggestiveness of this dé-

nouement. No other incident could more strongly

reveal or more sharply define the reality of the

mark of intellectual inferiority placed by man on

woman, whose sex alone is deemed sufficient ex-

cuse to cripple her intellectual energies and belit-

tle her achievements.

For at least the fourth time in the history of

literature has awomanwon, by pure force of gen-

ius, ahigh place in literature under the disguise

of a masculine nom de plume,-"George Sand,"

"George Eliot," "Currer Bell," and "Charles Eg-

bert Craddock," these names have concealed for

a time the feminine identity of Aurora Dudevant,

Mary Ann Evans, Charlotte Bronté, and Mary N.

Murfree.

What a comment on manly chivalry does this

disguise, on the part of four brilliant women

writers, make ! Each seems to have felt her gen-

ius, known her power, and understood fully the

stigma attached to sex, and to have said to her-

self, either consciously or unconsciously : "Since I

desire 'no favors,' only 'a fair field, there is at

least one way open to me. As a woman, I shall

beplaced at a disadvantage. Under a masculine

nom de plume, I shall be judged on my own

merits." Acting on this impression, all these

womenwon favor as male writers before declaring

themselves of the pariah sex. There are records

of many lesser lights among women writers who

have resorted to the expedient of concealing their

sex under male signatures, but I have so far

failed in my efforts to find one male writer who

thought it necessary to conceal his identity under

a female signature. This fact speaks volumes in

favor of Women's Rights.

Wehave had a nameless "Junius," whose iden-

tity is at last pretty surely divined. We have had

various masculine writers who, for a brief season,

have
masqueraded under fictitious male noms de

plume; but these few are more than offset by the

comparatively young woman, who from childhood

has been "unable to use her feet," but who is now

"much better," and "can get around with slight

assistance," yet who for six years concealed her

identity, and who managed so shrewdly that even

her publisher, Mr. Aldrich, until the morning of

the 4th of March, thought his talented contrib-

utor the man indicated by the signature written

in so bold a hand as "Charles Egbert Craddock,"

whose style and force of thought gave no indica-

tion to critics of the sex of the writer. Never was

more signal victory won by woman than the reve-

lations of the last week show us was gained by

Miss Mary N. Murfree, alias " Charles Egbert

Craddock."

SARA A. UNDERWOOD.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

THE Rise of Intellectual Liberty, by F. M. Hol-

land, is for sale at The Index office. Price $3.50.

A "CONSTELLATION OF FAIR ASTRONOMERS"

will be the subject of an address by Mrs. Sara A.

Underwood before the Science Class at Parker

Memorial, next Sunday, at 12.20 P.M.

MR. CHARLES H. KERR, editor of Unity, is pre-

paring a volume of poems selected from those

which have appeared in that paper from Ella

Wheeler Wilcox, Hattie Tyng Griswold, Abbie

M. Gannett, W. C. Gannett, FredericL. Hosmer,

J. T. Sunderland, J. V. Blake, and others. The

price of the book will be $1.25. To those order-

ing copies in advance, it will be $1.00.

MR. WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON concluded his

recent address before the Liberal Union Club of

this city, as follows : "The wine cup and its asso-

ciations and the degradation of the tobacco habit

Idread for my children more than the fear of hell ;

and if I can teach them to make character, and not

abstract belief, determine their friendships, I shall

not worry about their intellectual speculations."

SAYS the Nation: Nothing has been more clearly

laid down by Catholic theologians than that it is

the duty of the civil power to suppress heresy ;

and, whenever the civil power has been won over

to this view, they have insisted on its either ex-

tirpating heretics wholly, or obliging them to live

without public worship, or obliging them to con-

duct their worship under considerable restrictions

as to publicity and locality. In fact, the policy of

the Church in every country has been to get from

the government all the intolerance of other creeds

which she could, but to accept the inevitable dimi-

nutions in the amount of this intolerance. The

equality of all creeds before the law she only ac-

cepts in countries in which there is no chance of

anything else, but this toleration was denounced

so late as 1864 by Pius IX. in the Syllabus as a

damnable error. In Rome, public Protestant wor-

ship was never permitted within the walls until

the downfall of the temporal power, and was

never permitted anywhere in the papal States

without many restrictions. Within the past year,

Leo XIII. has complained bitterly of the freedom

of worship now enjoyed within the city, as an in-

sult to the Papacy and a hindrance to him in the

discharge of his high functions."

ACCORDING to statistics published in a religious

contemporaryconcerning foreign missionary work,

Protestant denominations in securing heathen

the Baptists are far more successful than other

converts, of whom they have credited to them

stations under the charge of
Presbyterians, Con-

113,263 ; while those connected with missionary

gregationalists, Methodists, Campbellites, and

Episcopalians, all combined, number only 78,744 .

This is not all. The Baptists make converts at a

much cheaper rate than the other denominations .

During the year, the average cost per convert

has been by the Congregationalists $248.14, by the

Campbellites $72.88, by the Episcopalians $592.03,

by the Methodists $117.91, by the Presbyterians

$234.91, by the Baptists $37.05. The total number

of Baptist converts for the year is 11,891 : the total

number of heathen converts to the other denomi-

nations named is 8,782. The paper which gives

these statistics remarks that one dollar given by

American Baptists to foreign missions accom-

plishes as much as six dollars given by other de-

nominations. If the figures given above are cor-

rect and the conversions made by the Baptists are

as genuine and permanent as the others, the facil-

ity and cheapness with which they make converts

are a strong argument in favor of the other de-

nominations uniting with them and adopting their

methods. Sectarian rivalry should be dropped, if

the eternal interests of millions of souls depend

upon Christian missionary labors.

DEAN (OR CANON) WILBERFORCE, having stated

that "an atheistic lecturer in America, named

Frothingham, had recanted and returned to Chris-

tianity," he was informed that there was no such

lecturer, and that, if Rev. O. B. Frothingham was

intended, that gentleman was and always had been

a theist. Wilberforce writes to his corrector :

"I much prefer my sources of information with

regard to Dr. Frothingham to yours. It is, how-

ever, of little consequence, inasmuch as I am con-

stantly coming into contact with cases of a simi-

lar nature." The London Reformer quotes the

above extract, and says : "Dean Wilberforce ought

at least to understand that the words we have

italicized clearly show that in his view one pre-

cise untruth matters little or nothing, even when

detected, if he has 'similar cases' to back it with .

Whatwould Dean Wilberforce say, if we charged

him with being a pervert to Rome, and, when he

indignantly denied, coolly answered: 'It is, how-

ever, of little consequence, inasmuch as we are

constantly coming into contact with cases of cleri-

cal perverts' ?" The London Inquirer adds : "The

National Reformer is quite right. Mr.-not Dr.-

Frothingham has always been a theist; and he

has never returned to any form of supernatural

Christianity, while he has deplored the failure of

the movement at New York of which he was the

very able leader. By the way, the Reformer is

slightly in error on one point. We suppose that

Canon-not 'Dean'-Wilberforce, of Southampton,

is referred to."

THE END.

For The Index.

[From the French of SULLY- PRUDHOMME. ]

Wouldst thou aid me when the shadows

Of my last earth day shall come,

Let sweet harmonies surroundme,

Bear my spirit to its home.

I am tired of words, and weary

Of perplexing thoughts they bring;

Sick of counsels dull and dreary,

Filled with subtle reasoning.

There are sounds which soothe and lie not,

Which I need not
comprehend,

Onlyhear and feel their richness

As I near the journey's end;

Letmeplunge my soul within them,

Letthem ease my latest breath

As I pass from sleep to
dreaming,

And from pleasant dreams to death.

WESTBORO, MASS. ABBIE
FRANCES JUDD .
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these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.
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than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and
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For The Index.

LIMITATIONS OF REFORM.*

BY HON. GEORGE F. TALBOT.

PART II .

PROBLEM OF HEALTH.

Sound Germs and a Sound Progeny.

Inveterate habits, rooted social, ethical, and re-

ligious ideas, fenced in by passionate prejudices,

time-honored customs, and hardly repealable laws,

insure for the caprices and dominant appetites

of men such a scope as leaves the result of their

operations their hap-hazard chances of good or

evil fortune. We imprison the thief andwe point

the fixed finger of shame at the prostitute ; but,

when they come together in the holy bonds of

matrimony, the minister of religion pronounces

it an ordinance of God, and society stands helpless

before the teeming swarms of vicious progeny

that are to be the fruit of such a marriage.

Nearly all the cases of insanity and of alcohol-

ism, the outbreak of which inflict such unspeaka-

ble suffering upon our domestic life, are due to

hereditary taint. Is it too extravagant a hope to

cherish that the time may come when increased

intelligence and a more sensitive moral feeling

will deter from marriage those who have inherited

a scrofulous constitution, an uncontrollable appe-

tite for alcohol, insanity, causeless and excessive

melancholy, or liability to furious paroxysms of

anger ? Is it past the ingenuity of man to insure

that of such unpromising parentage the children of

the future shall not be born ?

But this is not enough. There are no abso-

lutely healthy families. No blood is entirely pure.

Go far enough back in the ancestry of the soundest

of us, and you will find all the ills, mental and

physical, to which flesh is heir. Unless we can

induce or compel the apparently sound whom we

permit to marry to observe the laws of life in pro-

creation, the weakness that will result will show

itself in some reversion to a more or less ancient

type of physical or moral disease.

*The substance of this essay was read before the Frater-

nity Club of Portland, Me., Dec. 15, 1884.

Nature is willing to help, does help, man in his

effort to better himself. That is to say, to state

what seems to be one of the vital laws: Healthy

parents who do not observe the most favorable con-

ditions for procreation will produce healthy off-

spring. Unhealthy parents, carefully observing

the most favorable conditions for procreation, will

produce healthy offspring. In the former case

there will be sound children deriving vigor from

parents in spite of slight violations of the laws of

life. In the latter case there will be sound chil-

dren, because the parents, though not themselves

sound, carried forward their progeny one degree

by carefully observing the laws of life. But, if

only healthy parents produce the children of a

people, and that, too, with a strict compliance with

the conditions of procreation, the result will be

asteady improvement in the quality of the human

race, and the slow breeding out of physical and

moral corruption.

We keep up the average health, slightly improve

it now, though the few healthy parents do not ob-

serve the laws of life, and though the parentage

is largely itself unhealthy, because half thehuman

race perishes before it attains the age of ten years .

That is to say, nature comes along and looks

at our puny progeny, and, saying: Misbegotten

things! blots them out with diphtheria, scarla-

tina, and cholera infantum.

In the earlier stages of human life, by ruthlessly

destroying all the weaklings nature insured the

increasing vigor of the human animal. When

man got his large brain, the most intelligent be-

came more than a match for the most strong, and

the best intellect had the best chance to survive.

Now, at last, that our moral faculties are coming

to dominate our intellectual, as these once domi-

nated the physical, our very humanity and sym-

pathy, the tenderness with which we cherish and

try to cure and perpetuate not only the feeble-

minded, but the vicious-hearted, will tend to arrest

the evolution of humanity, unless an intelligent

will takes the place of a blind force in insuring the

survival of the fittest.

Inwhat specific direction the reforming agency

can be applied, I confess we have neither the

requisite knowledge nor courage yet to indicate.

The vaguest cautions and hints of anything like

dictation or interference are so passionately re-

sented as an infringement of personal liberty, a

vulgar exposure of mysteries that all the instincts

of living creatures try to keep concealed, that the

reformers who venture upon this line of reform

will be likely to encounter a fiery martyrdom, com-

pared with which that of all their forerunners was
but the comfortable warmth of sunshine. Take

thehuman generations as they come, we are virt-

ually told, without asking how they came or who

begot them. Commit to the indiscriminated mass

of new-comers the destinies of your country and of

the world. If you ask where they arrived from,

the pulpit will tell you, from God; and the nurses,

if you are more curious, that the doctor brought
them in his saddle-bags .

tion of refined sensuality in France, and that have

spread, if suspicionbe not misled, to ourown moral

and cultivated society. I mean those artificial

devices which permit the inter-association of the

sexes without their incurring the pain, the expense,

or the responsibilities of parentage. Mr. Brad-

laugh and Mrs. Besant published some years ago

in England a little practical treatise, designed to

instruct poor artisans, whose domestic relations

gave them all the hope and happiness they had, to

mitigate the gloom of a life of poverty, toil, and

care, how they might secure the solace of wedlock

and at the same time avoid the necessity of cast-

ing upon the world a progeny of helpless creat-

ures to be more wretched than themselves. It was

for publishing this book, and not for his atheism,

which is certainly by no means a rare faith or

non-faith among the educated classes and members

ofParliament in England, that Mr. Bradlaugh has

been so mercilessly persecuted. I never saw the

book. Idare say it is pernicious in its influence,

because not the classes for whom it was written,

but the fashionable, the well-to-do, the intelligent,

the very classes that ought to be parents, will be

most likely to read it and practise its lessons.

The writers, who are benevolent and earnest, not

vicious or patrons of vice, and their many virtuous

friends, insist that there was a benevolent and sal-

utary purpose at the bottom of this book; and I

am ready to believe that.

Thismuchmay, at least, be said. It is a begin-

ning, even if a bad anddangerous beginning, ofan

attempt to bring a natural human instinct, most

momentous and consequential in its fruits, under

the domainof reason and conscience. It maybe

ahopeless task to undertake to surmount and re-

press such a powerful passion as that which brings

on the association of the sexes. We may forbid

anddeny marriage,and nature leaps over the re-

straint. If we can separate parentage from mar-

riage, and, while permitting the latter to all that

may be naturally inclined, so guard the other as

to allow society to take the least injury by the

birth of such persons as will be injurious to it, a

better race is one of the possibilities of the future.

Poverty,-can it be abolished?

The last cardinal evil in the Pandora's box of

human miseries is poverty. Let us enlarge our

definition of poverty, and consider it as any pri-

vation of wealth, sustenance, means of legitimate

gratification or culture, induced by laws or usages

of acquisition or distribution not completely just

or beneficent. It comes last on our catalogue,

because it seems probable that it is the last chronic

disability of the human condition which society

will find out how, or be able to relieve.

The Actual and the Ideal Government.

I say society and not government, because we

have been schooled to consider government as an

institution of limited powers, confined to the

narrow functions of enacting and enforcing the

laws, defending the people against internal dis-

turbance and external invasion, and prescribing

some of the more general rules that shall regulate

commercial exchanges. The historic governments

are in such bad repute, they are so disgraced by

tyranny and extortion on the one hand, and im-

becility and inefficiency to arrest or mitigate any

of the chronic evils ofmankind on the other hand,

that we have been occupied now for some centu-

ries, and shall be for centuries to come, with the

effort to restrict the agency of government, and

assert the principle of individualism and personal

rights. Our favorite saying has been, That is the

best government which governs the least ; and the word

that represents the dominant political science is

Iglance for amoment at practices, the inven- laissez faire, which is roughly rendered in the

This much may be said without indelicacy or

offence. For the married, the law of procreation

is plainly enough that, to avoid the keen anguish

which attends the putting of the little white faces

of our infants in their coffins, the bitter anxieties

and disappointments which chronic invalidism,

developing itself in our grown-up children causes,

the grave responsibilities of incipient parentage
should not be ventured upon when either party to

it was suffering any serious ill-health or mental

aberration, anxiety or depression, nor until the

physical organization had been brought to its nor-

mal vigor by previous continence.
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the word ever had anysuchsignificance. Socialism

is something quite different as advocated by Marx,

Lassalle, and the socialistic philosophers of Ger-

many, France, and England. Socialism, the Repub-

lic, Democratic and Social, is that form of society

which brings into play as much as possible the

power of associated human action, which does by

and through the government whatever united and

co-operative mankind can do more economically,

more easily, more perfectly, and more justly than

the individual can do. It undertakes to find for

every man a function, a work, a service in the

order of the world, and to insure him a reasonable

compensation for doing it. It mitigates and, in

the long run, will give a truce to the struggle for

life. It lifts the burden that has lain like an

incubus for so many ages upon the human heart,

growing heavier with every generation, aggravated

rather than alleviated by every invention by which

the processes of labor have been rendered easier,-

aburden that has driven uncounted thousands to

despair and suicide, and has given to human life

the sadness that finds its expression in poetry and

in history, the universal care how to get a living.

It substitutes co-operation for competition, and its

holy scripture is , Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy-

self, and not, Am Imy brother's keeper ?

Socialistic Tendencies of Modern Governments.

No thoughtful person can fail to notice the

marked socialistic tendencies of allmodern govern-

ments. The pauper laws that for nearly a century

have been established in England and in nearly

Englishmaxim, Every one for himself, and the devil

take the hindmost. Especially for the last century,

since our grandfathers made Boston harbor a

tea-pot, and steeped in it a decoction that has

exhilarated, if not inebriated, the nations, has this

bellowing for rights been the loudest noise that

has vexed the welkin, shrilling in these last years

with the swelling treble of mustering womanhood.

It is the note of revolution and doom that startles

all the established conventionalities and sanctities

of France, Italy, andGermany. Give us our rights !

cry the paper caps and blouses; and neither consti-

tutional monarchy nor the sober pattern of the re-

publicanism ofJefferson and Thiers and Gambetta

has any satisfactions for the large demand. The

fierce democracy has the ablest ministry and the

strongest man in England waiting to learn and

docile to do its behest. This rage must blow itself

out, and happy will the world be if it takes only the

twentieth century to do it. But about that time

look out for some plain-spoken prophet, uponwhose

shoulders the bear-skin mantle of Carlyle shall

have fallen, who will confront the noisy mob with

words like these : Your rights ! do I gather that

much articulate sound in the inarticulate and deaf-

ening clamor ofyour roaring ? When you get your

rights, the first and last of them, what will any of

you be likely to do with them but act out in some

more conspicuous position the selfish and sordid

puppy andblatherskite that you are? If, on your

first advent to the world, you had been roughly

taken by throat, and asked, in thunder tones, by

what warrant and on whose presumption you had

intruded yourself upon the sanctities, the solemn

responsibilities, and the soul-trying labors that

make human life something other than a fool's

holiday, what answer could you have given? Do

youknow, have you ever thought, what life in this

nineteenth century, in all the essential good of

which you will share with millionnaires and kings,

costs in the blood of battle-fields, the torture of

roasting martyrs, the toil of myriads of human

bodies bent under burdens, the precious thoughts

of sages and poets, inventors and scholars? What

equivalent are you ready to render for the privi-

lege of entering upon the fruition of all this work

and suffering ? Do you appear on the scene to

continue the labors of such as these, to take up

their task where they laid it down, and push it on

to the consummation ? Your rights ! You will

get them injust measure,-the right to be scourged

by your vices, balked and defeated in all your

selfish schemes, cheated with vanities, finding all

the sweet things you have schemed and fought for

turned to ashes in yourmouth, until you are glad

to creep into your graves, and beg oblivion to hide

your petty lives. One still, small voice of a right-

minded, sane, considerate man, asking to know

what his duties are, what he could do for his race

and for the world to pay for his seventy years'

tenancy of it, would be to my ears a more musical

and more hopeful note than all this chorus of

Bashan bellowings for rights.

But this is an act of the human drama to be put

upon the stage and acted out in its order, with not

a little lawlessness, crime, suffering, and discon-

tent as an accompaniment, until men shall find

whathelpless paupers they are, and how much the

comfort of their existence depends upon having
the best wisdom of the clearest minds to guide

them, and the strong arms of associated effort to

defend and uplift them.

The Republic, Democratic and Social.

To the ordinary mind, the word "socialism"

brings no idea butsome form of having all things

incommon, as did the primitive Christians, and of
an equal division of estates. I am not aware that

business messages by letter, it ought not, as well,

to carry our business messages by telegraph ? or

why, if it is legitimate to bring us our newspapers,

it would not be legitimate to bring us our mer-

chandise and our food? The parcels post, so suc-

cessfully established in England and partially in

this country, shows how much better and more

economically expressage can be done by the gov-

ernment than by private corporations. In many

countries, the State owns and manages the rail-

ways; and, if the United States should offer to

capitalize all the railway stocks of the country, and

pay the amount to the holders in moderate annui-

ties, terminable with life, would not they gladly

accept such a compensation rather than be exposed

to the fluctuations in value and income of the last

two years ? Would not the public be as well

served as they are now, if the railroads were let to

the highest bidder under the security of bonds for

a term of years, just as the carriage of the mails is

let, the lessee to keep the track in repair, and to be

liable for all losses and injuries caused by his care-

lessness or neglect ?

The systematizing and regulating of insurance

and of banking, and the oversight of them by

officers created and paid by the State, show that

these are considered to a certain extent matters of

government and amenable to its control. The

scope of legislation and the conclusions which fol-

low the principles laid down by our highest courts,

recognizing the fact that railroads, though built

byprivate capital and owned by private corpora-

tions, are public ways, and as such can be con

all, if not all, the United States, are purely social- trolled by the legislature as to what business they

istic. The law says to the poor, Do the best you

can to earn your maintenance and that of your

family, but do not despair: we guarantee you and

them sufficient wholesome food, comfortable cloth-

ing and lodging, medical treatment and nursing as

long as you live, and pledge to this expenditure all

the property in the State, public and private. All

the solid men of Boston hold their property sub-

ject to this prior mortgage : whether they get any

income from their large estates depends every year

upon the amount of pauperism to be relieved. If

the wants of the poor require all their property,

the lawhas placed no limit to the possible burdens

of taxation, which may be so heavy as to reduce

them to the poverty which they are compelled to

relieve. Could there be any more palpable taking

of the property of the rich and distributing it

among the poor ?

shall do and what compensation they shall re.

ceive for doing it, seem seriously to impair the

integrity of the property rights of stockholders in

these kinds of estates. It seems to lie within the

sound discretion of legislators to say whether, after

paying special taxes, keeping their road-bed and

stock in repair, and paying for all injuries to per-

sons and property, the investment of the share-

holders shall yield them a moderate income or sub-

ject them to an annual charge. The land laws of

Ireland, advocated and enacted by some of the

most conservative statesmen of Great Britain, and

proposed for application to Scotland and England,

seem to be based upon the idea that a title in fee-

simple to land, hitherto held to be something in-

violable, is, after all, a qualified title, subject to the

government's right of eminent domain. The prin-

ciple of the paramount right of the government

to appropriate estates, when needed for public

defences, for convenient roads, for sites for school-

houses and other public buildings, or to lessen or

Equally socialistic are our school laws, which

make the same requisitions upon all private prop-

erty for the education of the children alike of tax-

payers andnon-tax-payers, of citizens and of aliens; ❘ destroy the value of such estates by undermining

and yet no laws are so firmly based upon the popu-

lar assent, and no taxes are voted with such alac-

rity, as those which support the common schools.

Laws regulating the hours of labor, the employ-

ment of children in factories, sanitary regulations,

the creation of state and municipal boards of

health, ordinances regulating river and coast fish-

eries, and for the preservation of game and birds,

are indications of the socialistic tendency of mod-

ern legislation.

The post-office is an institution belonging to a

socialistic government. Considering how admira-

bly and cheaply it is conducted, and, with its
immense force of employés appointed under parti-

san practices of administration, how little just

causeof offence it has given, should we be willing

to go back to private enterprise for the carriage of

our letters ? Would private enterprise deliver a

letter to a friend in San Francisco and his reply

at our door at a cost to both correspondents of

four cents? Is there any reason in the nature of

things why, if government ought to carry our

them by an incessant taxation, shows that there is

in the minds of the most conservative men no

real respect for the inviolability of landed titles.

Should the private ownership of land in such a

country as Ireland, for instance, threaten the de-

population or the pauperization of the island, then

government might reclaim the land with just com-

pensation to its owners, and reconvey or release it
on conditions that would make human existence

more tolerable.

On the other hand, there are steps toward a

surrender to government of many functions and

employments now under private management.

The association of merchants, of bankers, of pro-

ducers of iron, coal, and grain, of lawyers and

physicians, and agreements among them as to

prices that shall prevail, rates of wages and hour of

labor that shall obtain, and all other trades-unions

that restrict and suspend the rule of free compe-

tition, as well as the counter-combination of work-

ing men to reduce the length of aday's work, fix

aminimum of wages, or otherwise control the free
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competition of workers, are the beginnings of an

effort to substitute order and law for mutual strife

and chaos. The moment men lose faith in free

competition and begin to check it by regulation,

even if the regulation is something which they

agree upon and impose, their action becomes essen-

tially governmental. All regulation, all law, and

a trades-union agreement or oath is that,-is the

function of government; and, when government

regulates, business, it is socialistic. It will be a

slight forward movement for government to make

officers of the State the commissioners or com-

mittees voluntarily created by the guilds of trade,

profession, or industry, and embody their trade

regulations into statute laws.

The Purification of Government.

This evident socialistic tendency may be

checked. It may meet some scientific limit which

shall preserve free competition and individual lib-

erty of action. I confess I do not see where such

scientific limitation is ; and it seems to me that the

tendency is more likely to go on, until men shall

have learned to do together-that is, through the

agency of government-whatever functions they

can perform more economically, perfectly, and

justly than they can individually.

But, before this can be thought of otherwise

than with apprehension, we must have pure gov-

ernment, and not only that, but government must

have been so long pure, under whatever adminis-

tration had the power to get possession of it, as to

allay all just suspicion of its integrity which years

ofmisrule and corruption have excited. Before we

trust our deposits to the bank that has failed or

our books to the clerk that has robbed us, we re-

quire a long probation of honesty.

So that the thing first to do-the order of the

day, as they say in the French Assembly-is to

establish a government that we can trust ; and,

until that is done, all other reforms are to be post-

poned. The civil service reformers and their

allies, the mugwumps, whether their special meas-

ures will be efficacious or not, are laboring on that

part of the highway of progress where the car of

civilization, laden with all the hopes of mankind,

is just now mired and stuck.

tion to vie with the rats ; and yet if mankind were

relieved of their chronic apprehension of poverty,

if an office and a salary awaited every child that

was reared, especially if early marriages became

a usage, as they inevitably would under such a so-

ciety, the number of candidates would speedily

exhaust all the places, and the great surplus army

of men to be detailed to till the ground would

soon raise such a surplus of food that it would not

pay to harvest it.

See what checks restrain the prodigality of

human reproduction. Few sensible mendare place

themselves under obligations to support a family

until there is a reasonable prospect of some just

and honorable provision for its maintenance. If

the consideration does not influence the passions

of young men, it does influence the cooler judg-

mentof young women; and it is sure to be consid-

ered by parents and friends, whose influence is

always potent. So that, as our business grows

more complicated and the chances of fortune more

precarious, marriage gets postponed to the wise

years when more and more find how much easier

and wiser it is to forego it altogether. But, with

all these checks, the contribution to population in

nearly all civilized States seems to be in excess of

the demands of nature, in excess of the means to

provide for them by nearly one hundred per cent.;

for what are these diseases of infancy that destroy

half the human race before they are ten years old

but Nature's interference with redundant births ?

What if we should find out how to isolate or de-

stroy whooping-cough, measles, and scarlatina ?

What safeguard have we against new disorders

that would take their place ?

So that if as now, where the care of supporting

children is thrown primarily upon fathers, the

fathers must be left to say how many children

they will have, when government assumes the

obligation to take care of all comers, it must have

the power to say how many and who shall come.

When the best wisdom of the race, expressing

and enforcing itself in government, shall be able

to stand at the entrance frontier of human life,

and say who shall pass, it will have the key to open

for mankind the better era, the good time com-

ing of the popular thought, the Republic of which

Plato speculated, the Utopia of Thomas More, the

Arcadia of Sir Philip Sidney, the kingdom of

heaven of Jesus of Nazareth, the new Jerusalem

coming down from heaven adorned as a bride for

herhusband of the Apocalyptic vision. With the

abolition of poverty by keeping the numbers of

the human race balanced to the supply of the

means of subsistence produced in greatest abun-

dance and justly distributed, it will solve at the

same time the problem of sickness and of crime

by bringing in a progeny in whom the primeval

This is, however, a far-reaching speculation ; and

we mayas well follow it until, in the remote fut-

ure, it lands us in conditions, where all the activi-

ties of production and of exchange, all provision

for the public health, the public education, the

public amusement, shall be the ordering of the

State. Under this régime, society not only edu-

cates the children, all the children that belong

to it, but after graduating them at its schools as-

signs to all who desire it a career according to

their capacities and ambitions,-so many to the

lowest clerkships in trade, so manyto the charge | taint of lust and passion,of insanity and sickness,

of machinery employed in production, so many to

the different departments of agriculture and stock-

raising, and somany to further study and training

toprepare them for the more responsible employ-

ments, as teachers, editors, authors, artists, physi-

cians, chemists, engineers, architects, lawyers,

judges, and legislators. It will be the organiza-

tion of human industry, which is now so chaotic,

so wasteful, so precarious.

Before the State can handle the Problem of

Poverty it must regulate Births .

If we should give the race of rats access to all

our stores of food, destroying our traps and whist-

ling off the cats, and open to every rodent a career

of unlimited bread and cheese for himself and his

progeny, how long would it be before the rats

would be in force to eat us ?

Thehuman animal has not powers of reproduc-

has been reduced to its minimum.

It is necessary, however, to stipulate that for the

accomplishment of his high destiny man needs the

hope and patience of God. The world-bettering

went on in those early ages, when there was no

sympathetic heart of man to long for it, no help-

ing hand of man to aid it. If there be not at the

heart of the universe some principle or power of

good, how vain are human toils, sacrifices, and

prayers! It is the faith of democracy that the

good purpose we have found in the bosom of nat-

ure expresses itself also in the mind of man, the

consummate product of nature.

The thing to do is patiently to bear the ills of

our condition that are irremediable, and to con-

tribute our brief strength to lessen or remove such

as are the result of our ignorance or misdoing.

Not bydynamite or the dagger, not by revolution

or secession, not necessarily by forming a new

party or propagating a new faith, but by watch-

ing the trend of things toward good, and by aid-

ing with voice and vote the specific reform, that

the apparently blind,but really guided impulse of

the time has made opportune and feasible, shall

we best bring nearer the poet's dream "of the high-

est, justest, happiest, and so most perfect condition of

human life on this planet."

For The Index.

STATEMENT OF BEING .*

BY DAVID TAYLOR.

Being, we may say, is truth, reality; it is whatever

is, as contradistinguished from whatever is not. Be-

ing includes within itself all that is, all that has a

real and permanent existence. Indeed, there is no

existence which is not permanent. That which is

ordinarily regarded as existence is not being in any

proper sense of the word, for it is here one inoment

and gone in another. The constantly changing phe-

nomena of nature are illustrations of this assertion:

they are shadows , appearances, manifestations of real

ities, of forces which we never see, butwhich are abid

ing, unchangeable, indestructible, and eternal. The

perceptive faculties, the five senses, do not layhold of

truth or being: they have to do with phenomena only,

and consequently never enable the individual to see

more thanthe surface of things, the shadow of a real-

ity which is invisible, impalpable, incapable of being

weighed, immeasurable, immaterial, and therefore

absolutely free from the limitations, contingencies,

fluctuations, and uncertainties of what we call matter.

To illustrate just what Imean by the term Being,

take for example a house. Whether constructed

of stone or wood or of any material whatsoever, it

is a phenomenon; it is the appearance of something

that affects our senses in a certain manner. We see

that ithas form, size, and color, and, so far as we can

imagine ourselves weighing the house, that it has

another quality; namely, density or weight. Now, it

is evident that these qualities which make up the

phenomenon, house, are not self-caused, but are the

embodiments of ideas originally conceived in some

mind or minds before the house itself was built.

And as there would be no house for us to see, if we

excluded from our thought the qualities, form and

size, color and density; as the very conception of the

house would vanish immediately and simultaneously

with the removal of these qualities from our minds;

and as the action of air, heat, etc., is gradually caus-

ing all of them to disappear, and that in course of

time the house will no longer be even a phenomenon,

-in the final analysis we see the only thing that can

properly be regarded as being, as reality, is the mind

which contrived the house, and of which the latter is

but the shadow, and that, like all shadows, it changes,

passes away, while the substance, the absolute cause,

from its very nature continues to be.

This fact of being maybe illustrated still further.

If we transport ourselves in thought to some forest

scenery, we shall behold on every hand beautiful

proofs of returning spring; we shall see the trees

beginning to bud and display a life which, as far as

appearances went, did not reside in any one of them

two or three months ago. Each tree is a phenome-

non, a covering of the reality, the force, the myste-

rious principle within, which is continually shaping

the tree, which is ever determining the manner in

which our senses shall be affected. Here, too, as in

the case of the house, we find ourselves in closest

contact with mind. We see that each tree has form

and size, color and weight. By and by, however, we

observe first one tree and then another prostrate on

theground, and in a few years that all traces of them

have disappeared. But we do not think on this ac-

count that the vegetable principle, the life principle,

of the tree has been annihilated. Indeed, if we rea-

son correctly from the data presented by our senses,

we shall infer that this principle cannot itself pass

out of existence, however many of its manifestations

may do so. For to suppose that the principle, the

absolute cause of a phenomenon could become a non-

entity together with the phenomenon itself, orat any

subsequent time, would be equivalent to supposing a

place where nothing exists,-a thing most absurd and

unthinkable. It is as impossible to think such a

Apaper read before the "Highland School of Meta-

physics." 7Mt. Pleasant Place, Boston.
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thing as it is to think of an absolute beginning,-a

timewhen a principle was not. We, then, think of

being as entirely free fromthe limitations of time. A

little reflection will also force us to a similar conclu-

sion as to space. If being is all that is, if it is the real-

itywhich lies behind all phenomena, and if it is the

indispensable condition of the latter, it must be co-

extensive with phenomena; that is to say, it must be

unlimited as to space. For to assert that a part of

the universe is devoid of being would be tantamount

to saying that being is not where being is, or that a

thing can be real and unreal at one and the same

time.

With this view of being, what becomes of the

physical or material world? It becomes to those

who rise to the comprehension or apprehension of

being as the most shadowy world of which they can

think. Instead of being the most real, it is seen to be

in itself the most unreal; and being, the world of

spirit, the metaphysical world, is beheld to be the

most substantial, as in fact the only real world we

know. The qualities cohesion and repulsion, attrac-

tion and affinity, form and size, color and weight, are

discovered to be nothing more than modes in which

our senses are affected by reality. Hence, the va-

rious forms under which being presents itself to us .

It presents itself in God as the absolute spirit, the

absolutely true, good, and beautiful, of which Being

man and woman are the highest embodiments or

reflections; in the vast and mighty ocean as force; in

themineralworld as cohesion and disintegration; in

the variegated foliage of the forest trees as vegetable

life; in the lower animals as sensation; and in man

asmind.

CORRESPONDENCE.

"MISTAKES OF SPIRITUALISM. "

Editors of The Index :-

One of my Spiritualist friends wants me to define

what I mean by the "mistakes of Spiritualism,"-а

term used in a former communication to you. If you

have space to spare, I will now mention some of those

mistakes.

Spiritualists hold that mind can and does exist

independently of the body, a belief common indeed

to all forms of orthodox Christianity; that the mind

is created independently of the senses, which are only

the avenues for manifesting itself and communicating

with the external world. But the truth is the senses

are component parts, and are the essential means of

creating the mind, just as the piano strings are the

essential means of creating piano music. Without

the senses there would be no mind: without the

wires there would be no piano music; the quality of

the music depending on the musician guiding the

notes, the quality of mind depending on the environ-

ment, the social surroundings, education, etc., guid

ingthe senses, feelings, emotions, etc. It has indeed

been clearly demonstrated that mind is a combination

of sensations primarily, and gradually becoming more

complex in ascending from its lower forms in animal

life up to man, man being by no means the only

creature possessing "mind." These sensations are

developed by the action of chemical and mechanical

laws, sight, taste, smell, hearing, touch being all

excited by the mechanical contact of matter with the

retina, the tongue, the nasal organ, the ear, and the

hand, just as music is called forth by the action of

mechanical force on the piano strings . Without these

sensations there could be no memory, no reflection,

no reason, no feeling,-in short, no mind. Simply

because there would be nothing to remember, noth-

ing to reason upon.

They hold that individual "intuition" is a reliable

safeguard in the investigation of truth. But all expe-

rience shows that individual intuitions differ accord-

ing to mental development. The intuitions of the

primitive and uncultivated lead them to gratify every

impulse of their animal nature; but gradually, after

generations of sad experience, these intuitions be-

come changed, and the developed civilized man in-

tuitively knows that he should control such impulses

that lead to suffering and misery. The scientific

method has also abundantly shown that individual

conviction, whether based on intuition or on logical

reasoning, is not always reliable, but requires to be

tested by the consent of other competent minds,

individual conviction, however sincere and earnest,

being so apt to see only "one side of the shield . "

Theyhold that"clairvoyance," or clear seeing, is a

mental process possessed only by so-called mediums

while under the control of spirits. But it is really a

passive condition of mind in which the medium al-

lows himself to remain, closing the eyes to shut out

disturbing influences and allowing the current of

ideas to have uninterrupted sway. During this pas-

sive condition, all the known facts connected with

the subject examined are called up by the laws of

association and reviewed by the clairvoyant; and a

judgment is then passed, which may be "clearly

seen," if the facts known to the medium are sufficient

to form a"clear" judgment. But, if such facts are not

known, a clear view is not obtained, and the "condi-

tions" are said to be unfavorable.

The well-known fact that mental action is in a great

measure automatic-that thoughts, feelings, and emo-

tions are constantly excited in the mind, indepen-

dently of the will-is mistaken for communications

from the spirit world, instead of being the resultof the

individual's own surroundings, educational, social,

and organic. No one can stop the circulation of these

thoughts and feelings even for a few moments, any

more than he can stop the circulation of his blood,

the quality or character of such ideas and feelings

depending upon the individual's environment. All he

can do is to turn the current into some particular

channel, if he has an object in view; and, even then,

his turning the current is always done by some strong

motive excited independently of his will .

General abstract truths are mistaken for a special

clairvoyant diagnosis of an individual case. E.g. , a

short time ago, a clairvoyant stated that the subject

examined was suffering from indigestion, or from liver

complaint, the simple fact being that scarcely any

one is free from these complaints! Another medium

stated that the subject examined had a relative who

had been hurt at some time in his life, either in the

back or the hip or the foot, the simple fact being that

scarcely any one lives who has not had a relative

who was once hurt in the back or hip, etc. The

many mistakes of Spiritualism can only be explained

by the facts recently brought to light by psychology

and the science of the nervous system; and it is to be

hoped that the movement lately advocated for form-

ing a psychological society for collecting and investi-

gating such facts will be successful .

WALDENA, FLA.

Editors of The Index:-

J. E. SUTTON.

The letter, in a recent number of The Index, from a

correspondent in Liberal, Mo., encourages me to tell

of another liberal settlementwhich is just springing

into life in this favored land of flowers. This new

town is Waldena (pronounced Wal-de-na), and is but

afew miles from the famous and beautiful Oclawaha.

Marion County, in which it is situated, is considered

one of the richest in the State, and rivals, if it does

not surpass, Orange County in the production of the

golden staple of Florida. Oranges of superior size

and flavor are produced in the immediate neighbor-

hood of Waldena, and the whole country is ex-

tremely well adapted to their culture. The town is

intended especially as a home for those interested in

hygienic and liberal reform, and all deeds are given

with a proviso against the manufacture and sale of

tobacco and alcoholic drinks. The town site contains

about one square mile. It also has within its borders

three small lakes, gem-like in the midst of an em-

erald setting of saw-palmetto and moss-draped, long-

leaved pine. The founder of the settlement is Mr.

Samuel Blodgett, a New Englander, a man of ster-

ling character and thoroughly liberal and progressive.

Of the climatic and scenic charms of Florida, noth-

ing need here be said. They are too well known to

need description. As a member of Mr. Blodgett's

colony, I sincerely hope that some ofmy fellow-mem-

bers of the Free Religious Association, who desire a

semi-tropical home in the "sunny South," will be-

come settlers in our new town. We would fain have

it become a new Concord. I will gladly send circu-

lars and any desired information to all who apply.

As we have no separate post-office as yet, apply to

J. WM. LLOYD.

GRAHAMVILLE, FLA.

IWOULD never choose to withdraw myself from the

labor and common burden of the world, but I do

choose to withdraw myself from the push and the

scramble formoneyand position. Any man is at lib-

ertyto call me afool, and saythat mankind are bene-

fited by the push and the scramble in the long run.

But I care for the people who live now, and will not

beliving whenthe long run comes. As it is, I prefer

going shares with the unlucky.-Felix Holt.

MANY politicians are in the habit of laying it down

as a self-evident proposition that no people should

be free till they are fit to use their freedom. The

maxim is worthy of the fool in the old story, who

resolved not to go into the water till he had learned

to swim.-Macaulay.

It is much easier to find a score of men wise

enough to discover the truth than to find one intrepid

enough, in the face of opposition, to stand up for it.-

Unknown .

It's faith in something and enthusiasm for some-

thing that makes a life worth looking at.-0. W.

Holmes .

BOOK NOTICES .

THE RISE OF INTELLECTUAL LIBERTY FROM THALES TO

COPERNICUS. By Frederic May Holland, author of

The Reign of the Stoics , Stories from Robert Brown-

ing, etc. New York: Henry Holt & Co. 1885.

pp. 458. Price $3.50.

Mr. Holland has made a valuable contribution to

historical literature and done important service to

the cause of rational thought by giving a connected

and comprehensive history of Intellectual Liberty

during twenty-two centuries,-from the time of the

founder of the Ionic school of philosophy and of

Grecian astronomy, 600 B.C., to the age of Copernicus

and Servetus. Its conquests over classic polytheism,

its persecution by Roman emperors and by the Chris-

tian Church, its revival in the latter part of the

Middle Ages and rapid growth during the Renais-

sance and Reformation, are all clearly set forth, the

facts being arranged in their historic relations and

their connection with other events, and their bear-

ing on liberty and activity of thought briefly pointed

out in each chapter of the interesting and instructive

narrative.

How the innovators from Ionia taught with but

little disturbance until Anaxagoras and Alcibiades

were driven from Athens; how this persecution in-

flicted irreparable injury upon the State; how Socra-

tes died a victim of intolerance, and Plato perpet-

uated his spirit, and other thinkers went still farther

thanhe in imitation of the great Athenian; how Aris-

totle strengthened the foundations of philosophy, and

he and hisdisciples were banished for political rather

than religious heresies,-are the main points of the

opening chapter of the work. The author then pro-

ceeds to outline the systems of Pyrrho, the Stoics,

and the Epicureans, and to show that the religion of

Rome was attacked simultaneously by philosophy,

science, foreign superstition, and civil war, until, in

the time of Lucretius, free thinking was less opposed

in Rome and freedom of speech less restricted there

thanatanyprevious time anywhere except at Athens,

where tolerance prevailed for seven hundred years

after Epicurus opened his famous garden.

Nearly ahundred pages are devoted to showing the

unavailing efforts of the emperors from Augustus to

Marcus Aurelius to protect the religion of the empire

from the influence of foreign faiths and domestic

unbeliefs, the partially successful efforts of Tiberius ,

Caligula, Nero, and Domitian to crush out freedom of

thought, and its brilliant vindication by Seneca, Taci-

tus, Juvenal, Dion Chrysostom, Epictetus, Lucian,

and others. Mr. Holland thinks that the prospects of

rationalism would not have been worse in Lucian's

daythan in those of Lucretius, "if the diminution of

mental activity had not opened the way for the tri-

umph of a new form of superstition and intolerance,

while the decline of martial vigor, under the pressure

of tyranny, threatened the empire with ultimate con-

questby barbarians, whose ignorance made it certain

that they would support religion against philosophy.”

Mr. Holland claims that no ancient Christian of" un-

blemished Orthodoxy" "showed himself so friendly

to female independence as the sceptical Seneca, Plu-

tarch, Pliny, Hadrian, and Antoninus Pius. Clem-

ent, who on account of his liberality lost his place

on the list of saints, urged thatwomen have asmuch

right as men to study philosophy; and he praised

Miriam, Sappho, Theano, Aspasia, and Leontium."

"These names, with those ofPortia, Livia, Agrippina,
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the Arrias, Fannia, Sulpicia, Zenobia, and Hypatia,

show that more female ability had been developed

before the establishment of Christianity than canbe

found afterward for centuries."

Christianity, during this reactionary age, our author

holds, did very little to encourage intellectual activ-

ity or to save political liberty, which was fast dis-

appearing. "The subjection of women to men, citi-

zens to sovereigns, laity to clergy, and reason to faith,

was insured by the organization of the Christian

hierarchy; and those early champions of liberty in

the Church, the Gnostics, were cast forth as heretics

atthe verytime that constitutional freedom, literary

activity, and mental independence were revived by

those philosophic emperors who reigned nearly to the

close of the second century, and while rationalism

still retained a popularity evident in the impunity

withwhich Lucian made the gods ridiculous forever."

Short-lived was the more enlightened form of Chris-

tianity which appeared early in the third century at

Alexandria, where Clement endeavored to do justice

to pagan philosophy and to recognize woman's ca-

pacity, and where Origen protested unsuccessfully

against endless misery and other superstitious doc-

trines . The more rationalistic forms of philosophy

vanished, and only the conquest of the Western

Empire by hordes of illiterate barbarians was needed

toconsummate the extinction of intellectual liberty.

Athousand years was to elapse before a disposition

to cultivate science should reappear, and then to be

rewarded by the imprisonment of Roger Bacon

twenty-four years. "These ten centuries," says our

author, "from about 450 to 1450, were as truly Chris-

tian as any others before or since. Certainly, there

has never been a time when Christianity was so little

interfered with by heathenism, worldliness, or unbe-

lief." Mr. Holland then aims to show that the

Church used her power to preserve order and obe-

dience, but in so doing opposed political freedom

andmentalprogress. Freedom of thought found her

a natural enemy. She confined education to the

priests . To kings and emperors, not to bishops and

popes, we owe the great universities like Bologna

and Padua; and, for popular education, we have to

look to Moslem lands. The Christian Church conse-

cratedbeggary, anddiscouraged the industrial virtues.

The revival of ancient learning, the invention of

printing, and the activity in literature, art, and com.

merce which followed, together with the notorious

worldliness and profligacy of the popes, temporarily

subverting their authority in Italy at the beginning

of the sixteenth century, made that country too irre-

ligious to be the cradle of the Reformation. Mr.

Holland thinks it is difficult to decide whether in-

tellectual liberty, up to the middle of the sixteenth

century, was more indebted to the mysticism which

arose in Germany and Holland out of the Bible and

Tauler or to the rationalism which sprang from the

revival of the classic philosophy. A great obstacle

to progress was the failure of either the Renaissance

or the Reformation to do more than substitute the

authority of ancient formediæval literature. "Every

path to greater knowledge was blocked up by some

old book."

There has been ageneral connection, Mr. Holland

maintains, of intellectual culture with political and

religious liberty, which flourished together at Athens,

were suppressed together atRome, struggled together

against mediæval bondage, and made their influence

felt in the sixteenth century as they had not before

for ages. He takes exception to Wendell Phillips '

statement, that "almost all the great truths relating

to society were not the result of scholarly medita-

tion." Plato, Aristotle, Tacitus, Averroes , Rienzi,

and many other scholars, are mentioned as persons

to whom was due all that was known about social

rights in the sixteenth century. "Still, " it is ad-

mitted, " Mr. Phillips was more than half right; for

most of the members of his own class have always

been conservative. So-called education has com-

monly been perverted into teaching pupils to take

for granted the authority of teachers and text-books.

The really liberal education of looking at facts

directly and independently has scarcely been in-

augurated. " However, during the period covered

by this volume, the friends of progress were mainly

among the educated class; while the illiterate class,

except whenmoved by some great wrong, were inva-

riably conservative.

Mr. Holland has done his work well. It shows

broad and varied scholarship, great industry in col-

lecting material, and skill in its arrangement; while

it is written in a style that is invariably clear, direct,

and strong. The book contains a list of important

works in English, German, French, and Italian, as

well as in ancient languages, which were consulted

in preparing this valuable history, together with a

chronology and an index. The author hopes before

long to publish another volume, extending the his-

tory as far as the French Revolution.

B. F. U.

A SOLUTION OF THE MORMON PROBLEM. By John

Codman, author of The Mormon Country, The

Round Trip, Free Ships, etc. New York : G. P.

Putnam's Sons. Price 25 cts. 1885 .

Mr. Codman maintains that Mormonism with all

its extravagances enforces the doctrines of Christian-

ity; that polygamy, forming no part of its original

canonical teachings, is no essential part of the sys-

tem; and that the way to solve the Mormon problem

is to sustain the anti-polygamous Mormons, the mem-

bers of the "Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of

the Latter Day Saints," who number, in this country

and in Europe, about 18,000, and encourage them to

do missionary work in Utah. "Would you," he

asks, "sweep away, were it possible, the original and

harmless heresy ofJoseph Smith, and thus deprive a

whole people of a religion which still in all respects

but one maybe as acceptable to God as any professed

byyourselves,-areligion, at any rate, which produces

industry, sobriety, and brotherly love in this life, and

indeath thehope of a happy immortality ? or will you

let Mormonism survive after the poison of polygamy

is purged from it?" A letter is given from Joseph

Smith, son of the prophet and president of the

"Reorganized Church," etc., who says, "If part of

the money expended by government and in other

churches could be employed by us in maintaining a

few efficient men to labor in the Territory, we could

probably make better returns pro rata than have been

realized to the government so far."

THE Art Amateur for March .-Montezuma has some

very good things this month, especially a story of

John Luck and the Duke of Athol. Why does he

break up a subject into paragraphs, when there is no

realchange in the matter? It serves only to confuse

and weary the reader. The description of Mr. Wal-

ters' collection in Baltimore is extremely tempting;

the sculpture of animals by Mr. Barye would alone be

worth a journey to that attractive city. The illustra-

tions in this number are not so attractive as usual.

The delicate beauty of a water color is hardly repro-

duced in the woodcuts , although there are sugges-

tions of much pathos and tenderness in "The Sick

Child" and "Nodding on Post." We could well dis-

pense with such subjects as "The Engaged" and

"Threads of Gold" in original or copy. Greta writes

a lively letter from Boston, which is hopeful of good

things. The concluding number of the paper on

Wood Engraving is very interesting. This important

arthas won great victories in our time. It is curious

to see how one thing aids another. It was thought

that the photographic processes would destroy the

engraver's profession; but it has become his ally and

assistant, and engraving has improved as rapidly in

its processes as the demand for it has increased.

There is much elaborate direction for needlework,

for those who care for this art.
E. D. C.

THE Unitarian Review for March contains an article

from the able pen of Mr. Edwin Mead, on "The Sab-

bath Question Once More," in which the writer en-

deavors to show that President Seelye's argument for

theSabbath is unsound. His taskwas aneasyone. We

regret that the essay could not appear in a publication

read mainly by those who believe in the sacredness of

theSabbath. Mr. Mead has strong words of praise for

the institution of the Sabbath, but he wants its"ob-

servance placed upon the solid grounds of utility and

man's constitution rather than trusted to the debata-

ble appeal to Scripture authority." We presume Mr.

Mead is in favor simply of Sunday as a day of rest

and recreation and of worship for those who wish to

use it in that manner, and is opposed to all"Sabbath

laws" which compel religious observance of the day

or forbid on that day any act, because of the assumed

religious character of the day,-laws such as Mr. Hol-

land showed recently, in The Index, disgrace the

statute-books of Massachusetts. The other articles

in this number are "William Henry Channing," by

James Freeman Clarke; "A Story of Some French

Liberal Protestants," by Rev. A. P. Putnam, D.D.;

"Some Old Records," by Rev. W. H. Pierson; and

"John Ruskin, Economist," by Rev. D. Munro Wil-

son. The "Editor's Note-book" and "Review ofCur.

rent Literature" are unusually readable, and add to

the interest and value of the number.

In the March number of the Atlantic Monthly, Dr.

Holmes definitely opens his "New Portfolio," which

is exceedingly engaging. Besides the three serials by

Mrs. Oliphant, Miss Jewett, and Mr. Craddock, there

are several papers which are of value to thoughtful

readers. The chief of these, a sketch by Clara Barnes

Martin, called "The Mother of Turgeneff," gives a

curious account of the early influences which sur-

rounded the great novelist, and a strikingly vivid,

but not altogether pleasing picture of Russian home

life fifty years ago. Two scholarly articles, "Time in

Shakspere's Comedies," by HenryA. Clapp, and "The

Consolidation of the Colonies," by Brooks Adams,

an almost painfully realistic story by Bishop, called

"The Brown-stone Boy," and a delightful Mexican

travel paper, with the grateful title of "A Plunge into

Summer," by Sylvester Baxter, complete the longer

articles of the number. The continuation of the

papers on Madame Mohl must not be forgotten.

There are, besides, poems, careful book reviews, and

short notices, together with the Contributors' Club.

Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Boston.

THE Catholic World for March opens with a paper

on "Carlyle as Prophet," Part I., by Rev. A. F.

Hewitt; "On Christian Childhood," translation from

Chateaubriand, by H. T. Henry; " Ireland's Argu-

ment," by James Redpath ; "Common Sense versus

Scepticism," by A. T. Marshall; "Stray Leaves from

English History, A.D. 1570-85," by S. Hubert Burke;

"A Fashionable Event," by Richard Power; "The

Historical Value of Family Names," by C. M.

O'Keefe ; "Daybreak," by A. M. Baker ; " Solitary

Island," Part III. , chapter 1, by Rev. J. Talbot

Smith : "Beatification asked for American Servants

of God," by R. H. Clarke, LL.D.; " St. John the

Evangelist," byGeorge Rothsay; "Katharine," chap-

ters 26-28, by E. G. Martin; "The Dedication of the

Church of St. Paul the Apostle in New York," by

Daniel Paul ; "Heaven in Recent Fiction," byAgnes

Repplier; new publications .

THE English Illustrated Magazine for January and

February abounds in illustrations, and contains very

interesting and valuable reading matter, including

serial stories by Wilkie Collins, W. E. Norris, and

Hugh Conway, author of Called Back. "Shakspere's

Country" is described by Rose Kingsley, with many

illustrations from drawings by Alfred Parsons. In

the February number is a description and history of

Naworth Castle, situated on the Scottish border, of

great historical interest, also profusely illustrated.

Continued through both numbers is a most interest-

ing and valuable essay on the Drama and its present

outlook, by H. A. Jones. The price of this beauti-

fully printed and engraved magazine is only fifteen

cents. Published by Macmillan & Co., NewYork.

MR. ALFRED H. GUERNSEY, who for a number of

years was editor of Harper's Magazine and, later, one

of the office editors of Appleton's Cyclopædia, is now

associated with The Library Magazine, John B. Alden,

publisher, New York. An article from his pen in

the February number, on "Constitution and Migra-

tion of our Population," is a good example of how

a skilful writer can transform the dry pages of a cen-

sus report, and make them brilliant with interest and

instruction. Benson J. Lossing, LL.D., writes in the

March number on the question of "Secret or Open

Sessions of the Senate." He wields a graceful pen,

and what he has to say upon a subject of such inter-

est and importance will deservedly attract attention.

THE contents of the March number of the Andover

Review are " Optimism," by Mark Hopkins, D.D. ,

LL.D.; "Reformation Theology," II. , by Prof. E. V.

Gerhart; "The Man, Thomas Carlyle, at Last," by

Hon. D. H. Chamberlain ; "The New Psychology,"

II. , by G. Stanley Hall, Ph.D.; "The Early Life of

Tholuck," by J. H. W. Stuckenberg, D.D.; editorials

on "The Crusade against Common Schools," "The

Confidence of theDead," and "Gen.Gordon atKhar-

toum" ; "Theological and Religious Intelligence,"

andbook notices.
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Essaysonthe Wonders ofthe Firma-
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.75

Stimulants and Narcotics.
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A simple account of the Birth and

Growth of Myths and Legends . 1.25

States

Margaret Fuller Ossoli

COBBE (FRANCES POWER). The Duties HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

ofWomen........ Paper, 25 cts .; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M.D.). The SacredAnthology, 2.00
The Earthward Pilgrimage.......
Idols and Ideals .

ingPlace ......

1.75

1.50

1.50

Demonology and Devil Lore. 2 vols ..... 7.00
Emerson atHome andAbroad...

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture, and

Other Essays....

The New Chemistry.

1.25

1.25

.75

2.00

2.00

Science of Language

Chips from aGermanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.
Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, and Customs. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies, and An-

tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology, Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol., $2.00;
theset..

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or
Pathof Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustrated by the Relig-
ions of India

OORT(DR. H.) and HOOKYAAS (DR. I.) .

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study ofthe Bible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges.....

Vol. II . Kings andProphets

Vol. III . New Testament....

1.50 OSWALD (FELIX L., M.D.). Physical

Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature.......4.00

1.50

1.50

1.25

1.75

1.00

10.00

.25

STEWART (S. J.). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatit is andhowit Grew..

STICKNEY (ALBERT). ATrueRepublic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of"Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels , with one hundred beautiful

illustrations

2.00 STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

2.50

5.00

townFolks. ANew England Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

land Story

STRAUSS (D. F.). The OldFaith and the

New.....

SUMNER (W. G.) . What Social Classes

oweto each other .

2.00 TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

2.00

2.00

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-
fiveYears..

1.00 TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

ofthe Christian Religion and the Sig-

nificance of its Rise andDecline..... 1.00

PAINE (THOMAS). Age of Reason.......

Complete Works...

PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind..

Prayersby Theodore Parker

TheMystery ofPain

Physiology for Practical Use .......... 2.25

HOLLAND (F. M.) . Reign of the Stoics.. 1.25 PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of

Stories from Robert Browning

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing......

1.50

Paper, 35 cts.; cloth, 50

1.00 HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The

2.00

COOPER ( JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Complete in 16 vols... 20.00

DANA (R. H. ). Two Years before the Mast, 1.50

DARWIN(CHARLES). Origin of Species, 2.00
Descent of Man......

Journal ofResearches ..
3.00

2.00

Autocratof the Breakfast Table....... 2.00

.50

7.00

1.50

1.00

Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools and Families. 75

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

theReligion andPhilosophy of Eman-

uel Swedenborg

TheProfessorat the BreakfastTable.... 2.00 PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.
ThePoetatthe Breakfast Table..... 2.00

Poems....

Ralph Waldo Emerson

ElsieVenner

HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-

moirandPortrait. 2 vols ...

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.) . The Lady of the

2.00

1.25

2.00

3.50

With Portraits . 2 vols ..

Lifeof Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

traits . 3 vols...

1.25

4.00

2.00

6.00

Famous Americans of Recent Times .... 2.00

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

tions. 2 vols. 6.00

Motion

Fragments of Science.

Light andElectricity.

Lessous in Electricity.

Hours of Exercise in theAlps.

BelfastAddress...

UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

ures

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free

Thought..

VOGEL (A.). A Practical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus .....

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50

1.00

1.75

4.50

VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

WALKER (PROF. F. A.). Wages

Money....

WEISS (JOHN). LifeandCorrespondence

8.50

4.00

Money. Trade,and Industry. 1.50

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6

vols. Illus . 10.00

WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

tory LiquorLaws 1.25

The Social Law of Labor.. 1.50

of Theodore Parker . 4.00

Climbing Plants

Insectivorous Plants

tion. 2 vols ...... Aroostook

American Religion 1.50
5.00 The Undiscovered Country.. 1.50

1.50
The ImmortalLife 1.502.00

2.00
1.25Orchids fertilized by Insects

Forms ofFlowers...

Fertilization inthe Vegetable Kingdom.
1.75 Physical Description of the Universe.

2.00
2vols.... 3.00

Complete set, 13 vols ..

Vegetable Mould, etc ...

Power of
Movement in Plants .

1.50

2.00

Travels andResearches

(Alexander and William) Livesof. Por-

.75

1.50
traits... 1.50

PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newlyengravedLikenesses of Sumner.

2vols....

WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

Growth of Language 1.50

25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays 1.50 POPE'S Essay onMan

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works,with Portrait 2.00

6.00 WILSON (HENRY). Rise andFall of the
.50

Slave Power inAmerica. 3vols ...... 9.00

Emotional
Expression.

Animals and Plants under Domestica-

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a

1.50 PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART) . The

GatesAjar

BeyondtheGates.

DoctorZay

1.50

Wit, Humor,and Shakespeare
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Battle oftheBooks "FREIDENKER."
Freedom, Culture, and Prosperity for all !

The WATERLOO of The LITERARY ENGLAND Historwillprehe English People ofthe inter
Revolution was sup-

edition to Harp-

posed to have been met about three years ago. The merry er's published at $10.00. We also issue Hume's England,

millionaire-publisher laughed and said " I told you so," and six large octavo volumes, library style, gilt tops, price$6.00,

dreamed of the return of old-time prices $8.00 for books the and the same bound in three vols., half Russia for $4.50.

Revolution had given for 50 cents. There was a hard battle, We have, too, Macaulay's England, three vols., small

12mo. for $1.60, and Dickens's

but it provedtobeaBUNKER HILLDisted Child's History of England,priceGERMANY

wastransformed to victory. To-day the Revolution hasalarger 45 cents. Germany is representedby Schiller's History ofThe

catalogue (100 pages, crowded) of better books at lower Thirty Years' War, Elzevir edition, price40cents, andby

prices thaneverbefore. The few titles here named are only Yonge's Young Folks' History of Germany, price 45

specimens FRANCE Guinot'f Celebrated cents publishe BABYLON greatesthistorical
One of

volumes,

ed is

have reduced in price, from $49.50 to as low as $5.00. son's Seven Great Monarchies of the Ancient Eastern

We publish two editions, one in eight volumes, small octavo, World. This we have reduced in cost from $18 to $3.00,

with 426 fine illustrations, price, $8.00; the other in though ours is really a better edition than the one sold at

eightvolumes, 12mo. , with 64 illustrations, price, $5.00- the higher price. It is in three vols., large 12mo., cloth,

this The Christian at Workpronounces "Amarvel ofexcellence gilt tops, containing over 700 illustrations and maps.
with Milman's Noteswe issueinevery respect, atamarvel of cheapnesse SPAIN GS,ROME theinfive

Reign of Ferdinand and Isabella, we issue in two elegant resent only a portion of our Historical publications. There

volumes, small octavo, illustrated, price $2.00, also in one are Grote's Greece, 4 vols. , $2.70, Carlyle's French

volume, 12mo. , price, $1.25. A timely and excellent work, Revolution, 2 vols. , 80 cents, and others. Every de-

reduced in cost from$15.00 to $1.00, is Kenrick's His-

tory ofAncient Egypt EGYPTChinese Gordon,Also ,

under the Pharaohs.

byForbes, price, 50 cents. We also publish in five charm-

ing Elzevir volumes price only $1.75, Green's Larger

This Couponwill be received in lieu of 10 cents cash, toward the
COUPON

price ofanybook above named, if sent within10 days from date

IOCENTS. of this paper (give name of paper). This offer is to secure your
PROMPT response and indicate the paying advertising mediums.

Address JOHN B.on reasonable evidence of good faith.

H. T. MARSHALL'S

PATENT

ADJUSTABLE

LACE

CONGRESS

MARSH
ALL'S

PAT.
MAY 13,1384.

Is easily adjusted to fit any instep or ankle at
any time, and will not uncomfortably draw

the ankle, like ordinary congress. It has the

stylish appearance of a lace bootand all the

convenience of any congress in putting on or

off the foot. Marshall's Pat. Pat'd May13,

1884,woven in the front strap or stampedon

the shank of each shoe. If your dealer does

notkeep them, send postal for directions how
to get them to the Patentee and Manufacturer

of Men's, Boys', and Youth's Fine Boots and

Shoes. Tennis Shoe for Ladies and Gents a

specialty. H. T. MARSHALL,

BROCKTON, MASS.

J. HART & CO.,
BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa .

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points in Europe. Agency
for the American Line of Steamers.

HEODORE PARKER'S LAST
THERMONESERMON. Subject, "What R

ica, Union of Radicals, andNorthAmerican Turnerbund.)

Editor, C. Hermann Boppe.

TERMS, PER ANNUM, IN ADVANCE :

UNITED STATES AND CANADA:

Freidenker ..

$2.50
Turnerische Ausgabe des Freidenker

(Amerikanische Turnzertung)........ 3.00

$3.00

(Amerikanische Turnzeitung) ........ 3.50

Sample copies sent,on application, free of

Freidenker .

EUROPE :

Turnerische Ausgabe des Freidenker

charge.
In this weekly, which is now in the thir-

teenth year of its existence, political, social,

and religines matten are discussedwith a
The Amerikanische Turnzeitung is especially

to enlightenment progress.

devoted to the discussion of topics pertain-

ing to physical culture and matters of in-

terest to lovers of the gymnastical art.
Since Jan. 1, 1885, the Freidenker has been

enlarged, thus furnishing CONSIDERABLY

MORE READING MATTER, while the PRICE

REMAINS THE SAME AS BEFORE.

For the convenience of those of our read-

ers who are chiefly interested in matters

les former upplastics, the Freidenkerandits the Turnzeitung,

partment of standard literature finely represented. To
know what The Literary Revolution is doing you need

to see its immense catalogue and read the enthusiastic words

Books ordered by mail require 20 per cent. of list price

extra for prepayment of charges.

100-PAGE CATALOGUE sent free. The best lit-

erature of the world at the lowest prices ever known. Books

sent for EXAMINATION BEFORE PAYMENT

ALDEN, Publisher, 393 Pearl Street, New York.

THE

2,000

COLEGROVE BOOK CO., PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF
135 Wabash Ave. , Chicago.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

Booksellers and Stationers.

Catalogues of new and standard books

willbe sent to any address without charge.
Illustratedlistofworks of American authors
sent on receipt of 4 cents in stamps.

N.B. The prices quoted in the catalogues
whichwesendoutare the PUBLISHERS' RE
TAIL PRICES. These, unless marked net, are

subject to auniform discount of TWENTY
PER CENT. to individual buyers. Special

terms are offered to the trade and topublic
libraries. Any book in print will be sent by

mail on receiptof the netprice, with enough
added to cover postage, at the rate of one

cent for each two ounces. The postage on

an ordinary 16mo book is about ten cents,

and other sizes in proportion. Orders by

mail are especially solicited, and will receive

promptand careful attention. Liberal books

a specialty, our store being the Western

agency for the publications of GEO. H.
ELLIS and the AMERICAN UNITARIAN Asso-

CIATION.

RELIGIO - PHILOSOPHICAL

JOURNAL.

Established in 1865.

A Paper for all who Sincerely and

Intelligently Seek Truth with-

out regard to Sect or Party.

TheJOURNAL, inthe estimationof alarge
proportion of the leading authorities on

Spiritualism,stands pre-eminent as a fear-

less, independent,judicially fairadvocate of
Spiritualism. Ithas received more general

ion maydo for a Man." Delivered Ja
Cornell UnivLib per ever published: the

1859; printed inpamphlet form at the

and for many years out of print; no

cluded in any American edition of the au

thor's works. Republished by THE COLE- The

GROVE BOOK Co., 135 WabashAve., Chicago.

III. Price 5 cts.; 10copies,25cts., postpaid,

HY GOD'S CHOSEN ARE A
WHMINORITY OF THE M

NORITY. Asermon by Rev. C. VanNor-
den, of the North Congregational Church,
Springfield, Mass. Published by THE COLE-
GROVE BOOK Co., 135 Wabash Ave., Chicago,

Ill. Price 5 cts.; 10 copies,25 cts., postpaid.

T

HE JESUS OF HISTORY AND

THE JESUS OF ROMANCE.

Asermon by Dr. E. G. Hirsch, Rabbi of

Sinai Congregation, Chicago. Publishedby

A. and more frequent and higher com-

from intelligent sources, regard-

arty, than any other Spirit-

Athis.
31707 uncompromisingly

com-
intific

Method
in its treat-

mitted to tre

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-

called"TwelveGreat Pictures ofthe World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;
Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; AS-

sumption of the Virgin, TITIAN ; The Trans-

calledAmerikanische Turnzeitung, withthe

have been consolidated into one paper,

sub-heading, "Turnerische Ausgabe desFreidenker."

This paper contains more reading matter

than furnished byboth the Freidenker and
Turnzeitung heretofore. In making these

changes, the publishers have incurred great

expense; andwe therefore solicit thehearty

securing for the Freidenker and the Ameri-

co-operation of all friends of the cause in

kanische Turnzeitung a widercirculation.

We also publish

“ Erziehungsblaetter,"
fuer Schule und Haus.

A Liberal German Educational Monthly.

(Organ of the German-American Teachers'

Association.)

Editor:

MAXIMILIAN GROSSMANN, Milwaukee, Wis.

Associate Editors:

H. H. FICK, Chicago, Ill.

H. SCHURICHт, Chicago, III.

figuration, RAPHAEL; Sistine Madonna, 16large quartopages,with four-pagecover.
RAPHAEL; HolyNight,CORREGGIO; Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci,GUIDO; Last Com-
munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS; The Immac-

ulate Conception,MURILLO.
Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.10; or
any one or more at 20 cts, each (with Cata-

loguewhendesired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

Terms : $2.12 per annum, in advance.

" Freidenker-Almanach "

FOR THE YEAR 1885.

The almanac, which is now in the eighth

year of its existence, is devoted to the prop-

agation of free-thought principles. Price

455JacksonStreet,Milwaukee, Wis. 25 cents.

THE INVESTIGATOR.
Published every week at the Paine Memo

rial, Appleton Street, Boston, Mass.

Volume Fifty-second.

Price $3.00 per annum; 75 cts. for three

months to trial subscribers.

The INVESTIGATOR, as heretofore or since

its first commencement upward of half a

" Amerikanischer Turnerkalender "

FOR THE YEAR 1885.

This annual, which is now published for

the sixth time, is principally intended to

promote the culture of gymnastics, and is

pervaded by a thoroughly liberal spirit.
Price 25 cents.

Orders for all kinds of books promptly

century ago, is devoted to the welfare, im- filled. Radical and Freethought Publica.

provement, and happiness of men and

women here and now, in this world, the
only worldof which there is any positive or

demonstrated knowledge. This is the IN-

VESTIGATOR'S basis of ac on, and the best

exertions of its manages will always be

used to render it a free and independent

journal levoted to the development and

versal Mental Liberty, Free Thought, Free
Inquiry,Free Speech, and aFreePress.

promotion of Liberalism, Uni-

JOSIAH P. MENDUM,

PAINE MEMORIAL BUILDING,

Appleton St., Boston, Mass.

Man --- Whence and Whither ?
ment of the Prenomena of Spiritualism,

being fully assured that this is the only safe By RICHARD B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.B.
ground on which to stand.

The JOURNAL is unsectarian, non-parti-

san, thoroughly independent, never neutral,

wholly free from cliques and clans.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION:

One Copy One Year,

One Copy Six Months,

$2.50

$1.25

Specimen Copy Sent Free.

Address all letters and communications to

THE COLEGROVE BOOK CO., 135 Wabash JNO. C. BUNDY, Chicago, Ill. ,
Ave., Chicago, Ill. Price 5 cts.; 10 copies,

25 cts., postpaid. Publisher and Editor.

Price $1.00.

For sale at THE INDEX office.

Travels in Faith from

Tradition to Reason.

By ROBERT C. ADAMS.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.

tions a specialty.

Address all orders to

FREIDENKER PUBLISHING CO.,

470 East Water St.,

MILWAUKEE, WIS.

The Independent Pulpit,
AMonthly Magazine, devoted to

LIBERALISM and FREETHOUGHT.

TERMS: Annual Subscription, $1.00;

Single Copies, 10 cents.

Agents wanted.

Address all orders to J. D. SHAW,

P. O. Box159. Waco, Texas.

THE PRESENT DAY.

A JOURNAL DISCUSSING THE PRINCIPLES

AND METHODS OF MOVEMENTS.

Edited by GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE.

"CROWN PUBLISHING CO.,"

267Strand, London W.C., England.



CORN
ELL

DR.NIVER
SITY

erityfora

NorthAme

and the

toppe.

FAVOR

ADA

47

2.

freed

THE INDEX

VOL. XVI., OLD SERIES. NO. 795.

VOL. V., NEW SERIES. NO. 38.

Enteredas Second Class Mail-Matter.

CONTENTS.

CURRENT TOPICS. B. F. U. ,

.........

EDITORIALS AND SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS.

UnitarianCreeds , Wm. J. Potter,

ChurchCustomvs. Bible Doctrine, C. K. Whipple,
Prince Bismarck and his Kaleidoscope, M. D. Conway,

The Conception of Life, I., Charles Froebel,.

EDITORIAL NOTES, B. F. U. , .

ESSAY.

Emerson: the Patriot, John W. Chadwick,

MISCELLANEOUS .

LIGHT, LIBERTY, RIGHT.

BOSTON, MASS., THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 1885.

PAGE

445

446

447
447

449

449

451

William Lloyd Garrison's Reply to the "Remonstrants," 454

CORRESPONDENCE.

455AChinese Question, E. D. M.,

OldTheology, D. O. S. Lowell, ::::::::::: 455

BOOK NOTICES .

How Success is Won; Aldornere, and Two Other Penn-

sylvania Idyls; WideAwake; St. Nicholas,.

CURRENT TOPIOS.

BY B. F. U.

455

LECKY, the historian, it is stated, stands a fair

chance ofbeing elected Principal of the Edinburgh

University as successor to Sir Alexander Grant.

THE University of Cairo, Egypt, said to be three

hundred years older than Oxford,has ten thousand

students, who are being educated for missionaries

of the Moslem faith .

AWELL-KNOWN Methodist minister writes us :

"I approve of your characterization of Dr. Shedd's

recent language in the North American Review.

To say that God's judgment is 'neither reforma-

tory nor protective,' and that it is 'unmodified by

considerations either of utility to the criminal or

of safety to the universe,' is, in my judgment, a

blasphemy which outranks everything in infidel

literature."

REV. JOSEPH Cook's platform last Monday was

occupied by himself, who read five letters written,

at his request, in reply to the question, "Why do

you personally believe the Christian Religion to

be aDivine Revelation?" forming "a symposium
on Christian evidence," he said; Mrs. Eddy, of

"Christian Science" and faith-cure notoriety, who

claimed to possess a peculiar power, not merely
magnetic or derived from spirits, but the direct

working of the Divine Mind within her; and

Anthony Comstock, who talked on his favorite

theme, obscenity,-a curious combination, indeed.

Mr. Cook evidently sees the necessity of this sen-

sational method of attracting attention to sustain

interest in "the Monday Lectureship." He is not

without ability of acertain kind, but has somany

of the characteristics of a humbug that they very

much lessen the force of his utterances when he

talks sensibly, as he sometimes does.

THE Catholic Mirror-quoting from thetestimony

of awitness before a committee of the Massachu-

setts legislature as to licentiousness, intemperance,

and poverty in Boston-declares that "this, then,

is the final result of that stainless Puritanism

which boasted of being so much better than the

rest of the world," and concludes that "the only

stable basis for a true life is the creed of the

Catholic Church." Puritanism, past and present,

has sins enough of its own to answer for without

being held responsible for all the ignorance and

vice of multitudes who know nothing about Puri-

tanism, who are not of Puritan descent, andwho

were reared under the influences and are now

adherents of the Roman Catholic Church. An

exchange justly observes : "Boston is not over-

whelmingly Puritan or Protestant in its popula-

tion. Its population isbecoming foreign and Cath-

olic. The arch-diocese of Boston-which includes

Essex, Middlesex, Suffolk, Norfolk, and Plymouth

Counties-reports a Catholic population of three

hundred and twenty thousand, the bulk of which,

it will hardly be denied, is in Boston. It is not

the Puritans who monopolize the liquor business."

What is Catholicism doing to counteract, in this

city and State, the evil effects of political and

ecclesiastical despotism entailed upon us by large

additions to our population by immigration from

priest-ridden Catholic countries ?

THE Fast Day proclamation of Gov. Robinson is

about as Scriptural, though not so evangelical as

Gov. Butler's and less poetical than Gov. Long's.

The spirit of the proclamation expressed in the

request that the people supplicate God that "our

beloved Commonwealth, reared and perfected by

the fathers, may stand before the world the high-

est ideal in human government of justice, equal-

ity, and freedom for all," will have the approval of

all good men and women. But of what use are

appeals to God, such as our Governor recommends,

so long as the people of the State continue to

elect to the legislature men of low average intelli-

gence, many of them small politicians, who oppose

and defeat important reformatory measures de-

signed and required to help realize the idea of

"justice, equality, and freedom for all" ? Although

he issues this proclamation in accordance with an

established custom, the Governor himself probably

sees as clearly as anybody that large intelligence,

breadth and liberality of thought, political knowl-

edge, moral courage, and sterling honesty are the

qualities most needed now in the legislature of

Massachusetts. In their absence, no amount of

"fasting and prayer" can "secure justice, equality,

and freedom for all" ; while their presence would,

in a few years, lead to important reforms in the

government of the State, and go far toward "secur-

ing justice, equality, and freedom for all," even

though no days of fasting and prayer should be

appointed or observed. Indeed, "one of the re-

quirements of justice, equality, and freedom for

all" is that such proclamations as that of Gov.

Robinson be discontinued. In appointing "aday

of fasting, humiliation, and prayer," calling upon

the people of Massachusetts to acknowledge theo-

logical dogmas and observe theological practices,

the Governor has violated the fundamental princi-

ples of seculargovernment, inwhich only "justice,

equality, and freedom for all" are possible. The

"highest ideal in human government" will never

be reached until the people are left free to follow

their own convictions in religious matters without

any interference of the State, and the officers

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

elected by the people be required toconfine their

official acts and utterances to the legitimate affairs

of secular government.

In the list of one hundred and fifty names

signed to a remonstrance presented to the Massa-

chusetts legislature against "any further exten-

sion of suffrage to woman," we notice the following,

which are among the best known: Francis Park-

man, LL.D., Thomas Bailey Aldrich, Rev. Brooke

Herford, Rev. O. B. Frothingham; Charles W.

Eliot, President of Harvard College; John Fiske,

Rev. Andrew P. Peabody, Rev. E. H. Hall, Rev.

F. H. Hedge; Rt. Rev. B. H. Paddock, Bishop of

Massachusetts; Rev. J. B. Bodfish, Chancellor

Cathedral of Holy Cross; Hon. Charles R. Cod-

man. Mr. Garrison's remarks in regard to this

parade of names will be found in another column.

On the same occasion, Mr. Blackwell said : "Amer-

ica will not be saved by eminent names. But I

will recall a few of our dead heroes whose mem-

ory Massachusetts honors, who within twenty-five '

years have expressed their faith in suffrage for

women, and who will outweigh a hundred such

lists as are laid before you by the remonstrants :

William Lloyd Garrison,Wendell Phillips, Theo-

dore Parker, Francis Jackson, Charles F. Hovey,

Samuel G. Howe, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry

W. Longfellow, John Pierpont, Stephen S. Foster,

Charles Sumner, Henry Wilson, Samuel Bowles,

William S. Robinson,BishopGilbert Haven, Rev.

Jacob Manning, D.D., William Whiting, Frank-

lin Williams, Judge Isaac Ames, Oakes Ames,

Amasa Walker, William Henry Channing. Are

such men as these likely to have been mistaken ?"

To this list might have been added hundreds of

distinguished names on the side of woman, and

among them the following: W. H. Seward, Sal-

mon P. Chase, Joshua R. Giddings, Benjamin F.

Wade, Matthew H. Carpenter, Henry B. Anthony,

Carl Schurz, George W. Julian; Governors Claflin,

Washburn, Talbot, Banks, Long, and Butler, of

Massachusetts ; Disraeli, Henry Fawcett, Jacob

Bright; Parnell, the Irish leader; Sir John Mac-

donald, the Canadian Premier; Sir Charles Dilke,

Marquis of Salisbury; and Sir Stafford Northcote ;

John Stuart Mill, Prof. Huxley, Dr. Louis Büch-

ner, Prof. Asa Gray, William T. Harris, Rowland

G. Hazard; Prof. Cairns, of England; Chancellor

Eliot of Washington University, St. Louis; Prof.

Bascom of the University of Wisconsin; Prof. Moses

Coit Tyler, of Ann Arbor; Judge E. P. Hurlburt,

author of Human Rights; Judge R. C. Pitman,

of Massachusetts ; Judge J. C. Underwood, of Vir-

ginia; F. D. Maurice, Thomas Starr King, Samuel

Johnson; Bishop Simpson; Revs. Edwin H.

Chapin, Henry Ward Beecher, Robert Collyer,

Samuel J. May, Phillips Brooks, James Freeman

Clarke, H. W. Thomas, and M. J. Savage; Canon

Kingsley, Edwin Arnold, Victor Hugo, Björn-

stjerne Björnson, Whittier, T. W. Higginson,

George William Curtis, James T. Fields, Henry
George, George Jacob Holyoake, Gerrit Smith,

Frederick Douglass, and Oliver Johnson, and-

but the limits of our spacecompel us to leave the

list only just begun.



446 THE INDEX MARCH 19 1885

UNITARIAN CREEDS .

Amonth ago, in an article entitled "Which is

the Honest Creed?" we quoted certain affirma-

tions of belief which had been printed at Unity

Office, Chicago, on the cover of tracts, without

qualification, as what "Unitarians Assert" ; and

we put by the side of them the doctrinal portions

of the Constitution of the National Unitarian

Conference. The two statements did not appear

to us to harmonize ; and we, therefore, raised the

question whether both of them could be regarded

as correctly presenting the beliefs of the main

body of Unitarians. As we hoped, our question

has called forth a reply from Mr. William C. Gan-

nett, who-we trust we divulge no secret that

needs to be kept-is the author in chief of the

Western affirmations. Mr. Gannett sends his

reply, through Unity, in the form of an "Open

Letter" ; and from its columns we very gladly

transfer the letter to our own, as really our prop-

erty. (Unity readers, by the way, who do not see

The Index, have seen only one side of the discus-

sion.) It is so rare, in these later days, that we

get anything from Mr. Gannett's pen that we con-

gratulate ourselves on having secured this word

fromhimeven in this roundabout way, and though

hecomes, in part, as our critic. His letter follows :

ALetter to Mr. Potter about Certain Unitarian

Affirmations .

Reason and Right" ; but this leaves room for val-

uing the Hebrew and Christian bible either below

or above the other historic bibles. It is poor logic

and poortaste and faint-heartedness, but not real

misbelief about the bibles, that makes so many

ministers readbut one-one book from all litera-

ture !-at their church services. And I think that

to the majority ofus "all names that divide 'Relig-

ion' are of comparatively little consequence,"-

though the adverb, I see, a little blurs the meaning

here, which was, "All names that divide 'Religion'

are to them of little consequence compared with

it." Many emphasize and over-emphasize the

names "Christian" and "Unitarian," but I think

the majority of even these would thoughtfully

allow that "Religion" is still the greater word, as

in itself covering most of all they value most.

As to Immortality, probably most of us, as you

hint,would call their "hope" a "faith." I could

hardly tell, for myself, which is the exacter word to

express the sort of trust. You know the Ameri-

can Unitarian Association published Chadwick's

sermon, "The Immortal Hope,"-its only tract, I

think, directly on the subject. "In that hope we

rejoice," our affirmation safely said.

And as to Free Thought, of which we said that

"Unitarians trust it, they trust it everywhere, they

only fear thought bound," the question by which

you seek to test the truth of that strong statement

includes other bearings, it seems to me, than sim-

ply those which our words involve. That is the

one sentence, however, about whose truth I felt

a little doubt, it is so very strong; but I have

agood deal less doubt that most Unitarians would

claim it to be wholly true. You ask, "Has any

general representative body of Unitarians ever

expressed this trust to the extent of declaring

that the limits of their religious fellowship should

be as wide as freedom of thought in the search for

truth ?" I know of none that has expressed it in

Dear Mr. Potter,-I am glad you raised the

question in your Index editorial (February 19)

whether the "Unitarian Affirmations," printed in

our little five-cent hymn-book, were true for most

Unitariaus; and I think your main point well

made. It would be fairer to say in some way that

that Statement of Faith represents many, rather

than all, Unitarians ; and, if the others concerned

in making it agree, some such word shall go into

future copies, perhaps into those already printed.

But the others maynot feel anyneed to qualify it.❘ those set terms; but as coupled with two other

It is so taken for granted in the Unitarian fam-

ily that none can try to make an authoritative

statement of belief for others without thereby

ceasing to be Unitarian, that one easily overlooks

the importance of saying this each time he sets

forth the Faithto strangers.

But Imust add something. Ido not think that

"creed" nearly so unfair to the majority of Unita-

rians as you imply: the unfairness that I feel

concerns a minority. For I believe not only that

emphases, if possible still more important,-the

spirit of Love, and the attempt to right the wrong

in self and in society,-I think it is implied in the

motto of our Western Unitarian Conference,

"Freedom, Fellowship, and Character in Religion,"

and still more specifically in the constitutions of

several of ourWestern State Conferences.

But, as you well know, few of us are wholly

logical in such matters as you ask about in your

editorial; and the lack of logic isn't mainly lack of

very many East as well as West would hail those ❘ "honesty." Instead of saying with you, of the be-

Affirmations as a noble wording of their noblest

faiths, but that a real majority of us would accept

them as a minimum statement; i.e., as one not

wholly satisfactory and adequate, one they would

themselves drawup,but as one that states nothing

they do not believe, and that does state the central

and most vital parts of what they do believe.

"Minimum," as essences are minima.

For instance, as to the five points you select for

special criticism,-Jesus, Bible, Immortality, Free

Thought, Names that divide "Religion,"-on three

of these I should answer to your query yes, where

you are expecting no. I think that the majority

of Unitarians to-day do "regard Jesus as only the

greatest of the historic Prophets of Religion,"-

though, you know, the word "only" is your own,

it is not in the Affirmations, which aimed to be

as little negative and limitative as possible ; and

that the old and nowmisleading titles "Lord" and

"Son of God" cover no more than that to most of

those who still use the titles, and even to most of

those who degrade them into shibboleths . But

that prophetic ranking still leaves honest room

for differing degrees of appreciation. I think the

majority do "place all bibles of all religions to-

gether, to be judged alike by the standards of

liefs represented by the Preamble, etc., of the

National Conference, and those affirmed in our

little hymn-book, "Both of these statements cannot

be true of the generality of Unitarians," I suspect

the precise opposite is the fact: that both state-

ments are true of the generality, and they do not

feel their inconsistency.

If Unitarians believed more mightily what they

ence, "Article X." would become the Preamble : at

present, the pyramid is standing on its apex, with

its broad base in the air. And then it might be

evenpossible to put forth in National Conference

a "Statement of Unitarian Faith," the "Unitarian

Affirmations"; for we should frankly say, Within

that Supreme Idea for which we stand, all count-

ing it supreme, we freely differ about this and that

which others make supreme,some of us believing

more, some less, and we could tell the range.

The world would listen in amaze; and we should

be "atheists" for fifty years, and then in that sign

should begin to conquer.

Truly yours,

W. C. GANNETT.

Since Mr. Gannett concedes our "main point"

to have been "well made," there is little occasion

to add anything further to the discussion. With

regard, however, to his argument that the "Affirma-

tions" fairly represent the views of a majority of

the Unitarian body,-at least, that a majority could

unite in them as "a minimum statement,"-we wish

to say that it seems to us to rest too much on indi-

vidual impressions to have very much weight. On

looking steadily at certain phases of modern Uni-

tarianism, we, too, might easily believe that such

abroad statement as this is not merely a prophecy,

but a fact ; that it fairly represents Unitarian be-

liefs even to-day. These phases are specially

conspicuous in the limits of the Western Confer-

ence, and yet are not wholly there. The recent

announcement that the American Unitarian Asso-

ciation is to publish a selected volume of sermons

of Theodore Parker, and the actual publication,

already, by the Unitarian Sunday School Society

in Boston of Edward H. Hall's book on the Gos-

pels,which does not differ essentially from Park-

er's view of the Gospels, are promising pieces of

blue sky in other quarters. Many other signs of

the denomination's progress in the last twenty

years are apparent. But, as we pointed out in

the previous article, the Western Conference in-

cludes only a small minority of the Unitarian

churches of the country. And the publication of

the Parker volume and of Mr. Hall's Sunday-

school manual only means, probably, that such

views have a right to official recognition within the

denomination, and not that the majorityof Unita-

rians are ready to accept them. When we heard,

as recently happened, a Unitarian conference-not

an irresponsible choir in a corner, but a whole

conference-singing the old hymn,-
"Allhail the powerof Jesus' name!

Let angels prostrate fall;

Bring forth the royal diadem,

And crown him Lord of all!"

wecouldnot help feeling that, to the large body of

Unitarians, Jesus is still somewhat more than one

in the natural line of humanity's prophets, though

the greatest. These impressions from individual

do believe, the proportions of emphasis would alter| observations, however, on one side or the other,

cannot be regarded as such trustworthy evidence of

the position of the denomination as is that almost

unanimous vote by which, in 1882, the National

Conference, a strictly representative body,declared

that its Constitution and Preamble "fairly repre-

sent the opinions of the majority ofour churches."

Nor can we so readily believe, as Mr. Gannett

seems to do, that to this majority, who tenaciously

cling to the titles of "Lord" and "Son of God" for

Jesus, these titles are only metaphors, meaning

simply that in a natural group of greatmen, such

as Zoroaster, Confucius, Sakya-Muni, Socrates,

Jesus, Mohammed, Jesus is greatest.

for them: the great things would ring out great,

and the small things would ring out small! "Oye

of little faith!" keeps coming into mind. Not

"pale negations," as Emersonput it,but pale affir-

mations describes us. Truly, we have our great

ideas; but, if our great ideas had us, we should

know that we could put no wind behind them so

strong as would arise by saying, each and all, and

all together, that our one Supreme Idea is "Ethics,

andthe Great Faith to which Ethics leads,-Faith

in the Moral Order of the Universe, Faith in All-

ruling Righteousness." Then all other ideas and

names-God, Immortality, Jesus, Bible, and the

rest-would find their own due places and propor-

tions of importance. Then,for the first time, we

might be able to make outsiders understand "what

Unitarianism is." Then, in the National Confer- would go to the next National Conference, and

But, however this may be, in his closing para-

graph, Mr. Gannett puts in noble words a noble

aspiration. We wish that, in pursuance of it, he
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make the effort to persuade it to rescind its Pre-

amble and the whole mosaic of Articles growing

therefrom, and to adopt in their stead the simple
affirmation that it is a union of churches and socie-

ties whose "Supreme Idea is Ethics and the Great

Faith to which Ethics leads,-Faith in the Moral

Order of the Universe, Faith in All-ruling Right-

eousness." Should such an effort meet with suc-

cess, it would solve the riddle of Unitarian creeds.

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

CHURCH CUSTOM vs. BIBLE DOCTRINE.

The inspiration of the Bible, by which is meant

the absolute correctness of all its statements,

whether of fact or doctrine, is one of the points

most strenuously and most frequently insisted on

by the orthodox clergy. Nevertheless, strange to

say, some of their habitual assumptions, declara-

tions, and courses of action are in direct contradic-

tion of things asserted or things enjoined in that

idolized book. For instance :-

1. Rev. Dr. Austin Phelps, writing in the Con-

gregationalist of February 5 on the duty of solem-

nity of demeanor in the house of worship, talks of

the "sacredness of the house of God," and calls it

"the house where God dwells," seeming utterly

unconscious of the fact that his infallible Bible

declares that God dwelleth not in temples made

withhands.

2. It is everywhere assumed by the orthodox

clergy that "the age of miracles is past." But the

last chapter of Mark's Gospel gives us the express

declaration of Jesus,in his last meeting with his

apostles, that miracles are to continue without

limitation of time, and to be performed, not by

the apostles only, but by any believer. These are

hiswords as reported by Mark : "These signs shall

follow them that believe: in myname shall they

cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues ;

they shall take up serpents ; and, if theydrink any

deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay

hands on the sick, and they shall recover. "

Moreover, explicit injunctions in regard to the

treatment of sick Christians are given in the

inspired Epistle of James, in the words following,

"Is any sick among you? let him call for the

elders of the church; and let them pray over him,

anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord;

and the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the

Lord shall raise him up."

really disregarding both these teachings of Script-

ure, have manufactured a claim that the first day

of the weekmust be sacredly observed by worship,

pretending this duty to be enjoined by the Bible,

though nothing like it is found in either Tes-

tament.

It is a curious matter for inquiry, and one in

which, from year to year, more and more people

are interested. Why do the reverend clergy thus

openly violate the rule which they pretend to

follow, which they emphasize as the right rule for

their parishioners to follow, and which they insist

upon most strenuously when cases arise of individ

ual disloyalty to their creed and customs ? The

answer is that the church creed and the church

custom have practically, though not avowedly,

become their rule of action. When we remember

that this creed and these customs have been formed

under the guidance of the clergy, it might even be

said by their choice and will, and when we notice

that the violations of Scriptural rule in question

are of a sort to increase the influence and strengthen

the authoritative position of the clergy, there seems

good reason to believe that the answer above given
is the correct one.

(say the Congregationalist) by commendation of

the writers who support these notions, and depre-

ciation of those who show reasons for questioning

them, and persistent exclusion of such reasons

from its own columns, and hints that such critical

investigation as that of Rev. Heber Newton in this

country and of Rev. Dr. Samuel Davidson in Eng-

land comes perilously near to infidelity, then the

probability is strong that the pews will be filled

and the pulpit sustained for another generation.

It would seem that the orthodox clergy ought

either to conform their language and conduct to

the teaching of the Bible, or to justify their

divergence from portions of that teaching by can-

didly admitting the human origin of the books ,

the numerous errors, both of fact and of doctrine,

incorporated in them, and the need of discriminat-

ing, as Heber Newton has done, between the right

and the wrong uses of them. Until our ministers

do one or the other of these things, whether they

should be called dishonest or not, it is quite cer-

tainthat they are untrustworthy.

C. K. WHIPPLE.

PRINCE BISMARCK AND HIS KALEIDO-

SCOPE.

The member of the German Parliament who

conducts a stranger into the gallery is careful to

inform him that the present quarters are tempo-

rary. Germany will soonhave a splendid environ-

ment for its legislators. Since the timely French

milliards came by the remorseless roulette of war,

Berlin has been steadily transformed. The city

which Goethe ridiculed and Heine hated has now

become aworld-city. Not only is it the best-gov-

erned city in Europe, but it is becoming one of

the most beautiful; yet here and there a frag-

ment of provincial Berlin remains, and one of

these is the big Quakerish room where the Reichs-

tag meets. Its ugliness is not altogether unpleas-

ing, however, when one discovers that it is com-

fortable, well-lighted, and of excellent acoustic

qualities. When one has taken his seat in the

gallery, and has spread out beforehim the plan of

the assembly, so that every seat can be noted at a

glance and the name and politics of its holder

known, he perceives that, if in one sense the

room is without decoration, in another it is highly

variegated. There are ten political groups, each

distinguished on the map by a color: the German

Liberal party, numbering 60, scarlet ; the National

Liberals, 49, green ; the Social-Democrats, 24, red ;

the Centre, 106, slate ; the People's party, 7, sage ;

the Alsace-Lorraine members, 15, purple ; the Ger-

man Conservatives, 76, indigo; the German Im-

perialists, 28, rose ; the Poles, 16, light blue ; those

belongingto no party, 8, yellow. From the seat of

the Speaker, who works hard, by the way, and

on no salary, the parties ray out, beginning with

the leaders, among whom one is glad to see on the

Left Prof. Virchow, just entered on the seat of the

Jew-baiting court preacher. By his side is the

large, red-haired Bamberger, whom the Conserva-

tives dread. In front is thick-set Dr. Windhorst

in clerical dress, beside a Frankenstein who is not

easily raised. Among the leaders is Moltke, un-

changed in appearance since I saw him on the

battle-field in France, still, as a lady next me

graphically describes him, a "Death in uniform. "

One sees a large number of good heads in this

assembly; one hears more terse and fluent speak-

ing than in the English House of Commons, with

far less noise in the way of assent or dissent. But

there is no doubt that Prince Bismarck was correct

in describing it the other day as "a kaleidoscopic

assembly," however doubtful may have been the

wisdom of his course in disregarding its will on

that account. The result has already suggested

It is exceedingly important to the average min-

ister that a fair proportion of his congregation

should regularly attend his Sunday services. Since

scarcely one in ten of the clergy of any denomina-

tion has eloquence or other attractiveness enough

to draw hearers as a popular lecturer or a popular

singer draws them, the average congregation will

be apt to dwindle, unless some powerful influence

is brought to bear, and kept in active operation, to

draw or drive them into their pews. The unat-

tractive average minister does not have to invent

or to search for such a motive power. An ener-

getic one exists, ready shaped to his hand, formed

for the very purpose in question by his early

clerical predecessors. In fact, he himself and all

thosewhom he wishes to gain as hearers have been

brought up from their childhood to believe that

Sunday is "God's day," that the parish meeting-

house is "God's house," that he who stands in the

pulpit is "God's ambassador," that the book from

which he reads is "God's word," and that to listen

to him on that day and in that place is the

divinely appointed duty of the people. To insist

on these points, then, with appropriate solemnity

in the pulpit, in the prayer-meeting, in the Young

Men's Christian Association, in the publications of

the American Tract Society, and in the weekly

papers self-styled "religious," is the obvious (not

to say the only practicable) method of filling the

pews, and keeping the credit of being "God's

ambassador," an authoritative guide of the people

inmatters moral and spiritual. No novel assump-

tion needs to be made, no new attitude of author-

ity taken: all the claims above mentioned are as

old as the Westminster Catechism, which the

writer, in his childhood, was obliged to commit to

memory, and repeat every Sunday afternoon, and

which since that time has been over and over

again reprinted, with its dishonest array of "Script-

ure proofs," by ministers who saw that their

fraternity needed such help. In fact, Mr. Worldly-

wise-man himself could devise no instrumentality

better fitted than this to accomplish its purpose.

If the young children of a parish are taught to

receive as axiomatic truths, and fasten firmly in

their memories, the notions that Sunday is God's

day, that the meeting-house is God's house, and

that the man who has been hired to preach there

at that time is God's ambassador, a great step will

have been taken toward the quiescence of the

parish for thirty years more under its old creed

and its old customs. And, if this policy is skill-

fully followed up in the denominational paper

No promises in the New Testament are more

distinct, no injunctions more explicit, than those

above quoted ; yet the orthodox clergy ignore and

disregard them. They neither repeat and enforce

these inspired commands in preaching or private

exhortation, nor attempt themselves to perform

the miracles in question when members of their

families or of their flocks fall sick. Instead of

this, they do, and recommend to others to do, the

verything discountenanced by both Old and New

Testaments ; namely, "seeking not to the Lord,

but to the physician," one who makes no pretence

of inspiration. Nay, more, when some obscure

sect or some individual with faith like a grain of

mustard-seed follows the Scriptural injunction, and

proves faith by corresponding works, these rever-

end gentlemen join the unregenerate world in

denouncing them as superstitious and criminal.

3. I will mention, finally, a case of divergence

between clerical teaching and Biblical command

still more peculiar and noteworthy than the above.

On the subject of Sabbath keeping, the two parts

of the infallible Bible teach two doctrines so di-

verse as to be incompatible with each other, the

Old Testament enjoining observance of the seventh

day of the week by rest, and the New Testament

allowing Christians to observe or not observe a

Sabbath at their pleasure. The orthodox clergy,
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that it would be wiser to study Goethe's famous

Science of Colors, and try by the like method to

classify these political hues and shades of his

kaleidoscope, so as to discover the secret of their

unity and the law of their harmony.

Prince Bismarck has recently expelled several

correspondents of foreign journals from Berlin,

with the natural result of placing an iron collar

around the necks of those who remain. From a

political point of view, letters for publication sent

from the German capital have been so reduced in

value that it is well enough to advise my reader

that I am writing out my Berlin notes on a bank

of the Neva. When I had an interview with the

German Chancellor just before the battle of Grave-

lotte, he told me that, if I would be safe, I must

keep near the king; and I found it good advice,

although his Majesty is now portrayed at that

battle with bombs bursting around him. But now,

in order to be safe, a veracious writer must keep a

frontierbetween himself and the Emperor. Such

is Bismarck's latest notification .

On Tuesday and Friday last, January 8 and 9,

Isat in the gallery of the Reichstag and listened

to two debates which have supplied Europe with

matter of discussion. The subjects before the

Parliament in each case concerned national expen-

diture. In such matters, the German empire has

inherited the ideas of economy belonging to Prus

sian traditions. Somebody once said that Prussia

had starved itself into a great country. The

Reichstag still jealously watches every mark of the

national treasury. The first day's debate related

to some small domestic economies, and the warmth

with which they were discussed reminded me of

a play which I saw in Berlin fifteen years ago.

This play was called, I think, "The Muttonbur-

gers," and showed the magnates of a remote vil-

lage in council beneath the scales of justice,-iron

scales held by a plaster ballet-dancer, whose eyes

were bandaged with a handkerchief,-the subject

being some village improvement for which three

hundred thalers were demanded. The councillors

disputed as hotly as if the amount had been three

millions, and I think theycame to blows. In this

Reichstag debate also, they finally came to blows-

in a metaphorical way. But I perceived that it

was not really the money that was causing the ex-

citement. Prince Bismarck has so repeatedly dis-

regarded the will of the "kaleidoscopic assembly"

in everything subject to the imperial prerogative

that he has left that body no weapon wherewith

to strike him, save its indisputable authority over

the national purse-strings. Its refusal of five

thousand dollars, to enable him to employ an as-

sistant in the Foreign Office, was the Legislature's

resentment for the degree to which he has lowered

it. Andnow a discussion on the estimates for the

Interior suddenly broke out into a tempestuous

altercation about the new colonial policy of the

government. A Social-Democrat spoke bitterly of

the effort of the government to get ridof its chil-

dren instead of providing occupation for them at

home, and a Radical ascribed the enormous in-

crease of emigration to the protective tariff. Then

Prince Bismarck arose, hehad to saysomething,

-anduttered the paradox that increasing emigra-

tion is a sign of increasing prosperity. This non-

sense may be attributable to the fact that the

debate was sprung upon the Chancellor. This

being the first day after the holidays, it was not

supposed that anything so important would be

brought forward. The colonial debate was set

down for the following day. Prince Bismarck,

having suffered himself to be surprised into a

speech,was speedily floored byamanhe particu-

larly detests, Herr Richter. This man-a strik-

ing figure, in two senses, of the Extreme Left-

owed the Prince a personal blow for having re-

cently said (as he has often said to critics, when

they became personal) that he refrained from re-

plying to him (Richter) as he deserved, for the

sake of good breeding. But, on this occasion, he

could reserve it, being able, with the utmost polite-

ness, to illustrate Bismarck's new theory of emi-

gration resulting from prosperity by pointing to

the notoriously poor districts of Germany, which

chiefly supply the emigrant ship, and to Ireland.

Finally, he raised a laugh on the Prince by asking,

"If emigration is a sign of the nation's prosperity,

what will become of us when the climax of pros-

perity is reached ?" Bismarck diverted attention

from his discomfiture by announcing that the

duties on corn are to be raised. "Dear bread and

more emigration," was Richter's comment, with

the applause of his party. "We now know the

bribe to be offered the farmers at the next elec-

tion. We take up the gauntlet you throw down,

Herr Reichskanzler !" "I object to being apos-

trophized in this unceremonious way," exclaimed

Bismarck, with warmth, "and must request Herr

Richter to observe parliamentary etiquette more

carefully."

echo his "What a great man am I !" but without

pulling out any real plums from the world-pie.

Ahumorous turn was given to the debate by Herr

Hartwig, of Dresden, who said that he was glad

to vote for the additional money. He thought

colonization a capital thing,--it might take off a

good many people whom they would all be glad

to get rid of at home. Then it would open mar-

kets for German products. There were, for in-

stance, many varieties of colored paper made in

Berlin which the Japanese bought to cut into

strips, and layon the tombs of their dead. It is to

be hoped that, among the Africans, tribes may

be found with a similar fondness for decorating

graves with Berlin colored papers. Hartwig put

the Reichstag into a good humor, but Richter

again rubbed the government with teasle till he

hadto be called to order.

During the larger part of the discussion, Prince

Bismarck did not seem to be paying any attention

to what was said, but was fumbling over some

large printed documents, on which he every now

and then wrote something with a pen or pencil

whosehandle was a foot long. But, while Hartwig

was speaking, Iobservedthat he was shaking with

laughter; and once, when he rose to reply to a

sharp speech, he shook slightly with another kind

of excitement. He does not speak very well. He

has stiffness without repose, and often clears his

throat audibly. His only gesture is a rapid, ner-

vous, and continuous movement of the right hand

or fist in a small circle. With his stately ways

and his military costume, it is impossible not to

think of the peacock train. On the other hand, it

must be said that he is handsome, his snow-white

hair and moustache having softened his face since

it appeared on the battle-fields; and there is a cer-

tain bonhomie about his countenance which con-

trasts curiously with the "lean and hungry face

ofever-silent Moltke." ("Would he were fatter !")

What Bismarck says is interesting enough,-the

Reichstag listens breathlessly to his every word ;

but, when one comes to think over it, he finds the

speech interesting mainly because Bismarck uttered

it. "I am not an individual, but an event," he

once said. Even so these speeches of his which

I heard were not individual : they contained no

ideas,-except that absurd one about prosperity

shown by emigration, but they were impressive,

because everybody felt that Europe was listening,

that every word was an event. He is an impos-

On the following day, the Reichstag was fairly

full at the hour of meeting,-one o'clock: and the

buzz of conversation before the president sounded

his bell was rather louder than on the previous

day. No sound drew attention to Bismarck when

heentered, not even yesterday, when the assembly

first convened after the Christmas adjournment.

The House of Commons would have rung with ap-

plause at Gladstone's entrance after a vacation. It

was rarely that Bismarck, when speaking, elicited a

"bravo," even from his own wing of the Reichstag.

The first matter mentioned was the appointment

of a Governor for newly annexed Kammeroon,

and the salary to be paid him. I could not quite

gather how that was disposed of, or who is to be

the unhappy man sent out there. Kammeroon is

a desert, and they who go there to remain may

abandon hope. Once, when Lord Palmerston had

appointed somebody to a post in a malarious re-

gion, the official asked, "What is the pension on

retirement?" Palmerston bluntly answered, "That

question has never arisen." It is not likely to arise

in several of these new German annexes, certainly

not in Kammeroon. The Reichstag did not seem

inclined to stint the heroic Governor so long as

he may last. But, on the main question of the

day, the opposition made a stand, andbyamajor-❘ing person: when he enters, all the hundreds of

ity of seven defeated Bismarck again. The propo-

sition was to add 50,000 marks ($12,500) to the

100,000 ($25,000) annually devoted to the scien-

tific exploration of Africa. This demand had

beensubmitted by the government to the Budget

Committee, which reported unfavorably on it

through Dr. Von Bunsen, who opened the subject

in a neat and clear speech. Bismarck desired the

Reichstag to decree the increase, his opponents

to recommit the matter to the Committee, which

was eventually done. The majority did not appear

disinclined to give the money, and it will probably

be voted; but there was a determination to

wrangle for a time over the new colonial policy of

the government, and that was achieved. The

famous Catholic leader, Dr. Windhorst, spoke

three times, and proved himself a formidable op-

ponent. He did not object to exploration or to

colonization or to paying money; but he thought

theplaces the government was selecting for colo-

nies were poor, barren, and destined to prove use-

less. In Windhorst's speeches, and in many

others of the long debate, there was plainly per-

ceptible a suspicion that Bismarckwas appealing

toGerman vanity instead of securing real advan-

tages; that he wished the astonished world to

necks are bent over the gallery; but he is not

loved in Germany.

Hewas careful, by the way, in the last speech

I heard to say something friendly toward Amer-

ica; but it did not strike me as candid, perhaps,

because it is certain that one of his main reasons

for working up the colonial fever is his desire to

keep Germans from emigrating to America.

There the products of their labor are out of his

reach, their sons cannot be claimed for military

service, and all they send back is a progressive

influence, a republican inspiration, not agreeable

to a monarchy resting on faith in its divine right .

There is some reason to suspect that Bismarck's

amenities toward America just now cover an

ulterior purpose connected with the gathering to

gether ofpredatory powers about the helpless form

of Africa. There was a kind of sanction in the

presence among them of the American eagle,

which has a reputation for never stooping from

the heights of freedom and equality. All signs

portend, however, that the Congo Conference is

about to establish in Africa agroup of embryonic

monarchies, a miniature Europe armed to the

teeth, and with as little right as if the joint estab-

lishment were to be in Mexico. The American
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Minister at Berlin has no apprehension of this

kind, but there are other Americans of diplomatic

experiencewhohave.

MONCURE D. CONWAY.

THE CONCEPTION OF LIFE.

I.

In one of the first chapters of his Principles of

Biology, Mr. Herbert Spencer has arrived at what

appears to me the most complete definition of life

until now formulated. And yet, while conceding

to this definition, representing life as the result of

a "continuous adjustment of internal relations to

external relations," the value which it justly de-

serves, I cannot rest fully satisfied with it. For

not only does this definition appear to include the

processes of death as well as those of life, but,

even assuming that this "continuous adjustment"

of internal to external relations is to be understood

to takeplace under the influence of a power inher-

ing and proceeding from within the living organ-

ism (a qualification which the definition does not

state), it still seems to me plainly evident that the

continuous mere "adjustment" of relations, while

possibly sufficing to maintain intact any life al-

ready existing, can in no wise tend to increase,

but must rather incline to diminish, its quantity.

That life might be increased quantitatively, it

would be necessary that the sum total of the

word, is the most perfect mode of conquest of en-

vironingmatter and force bythe environed being

of which the latter is capable. It is the complete

conversion of hostile powers of nature into a loyal

allied host.

The cannibal engages in a personal contest of

strength with his antagonist, kills him, cooks him,

and eats him. But having thus

"'Mong social pleasures, round the roast ,

Consumedhis enemy on toast,"

the assimilated muscles of the latter are employed

to maintain or possibly even increase his own

strength, and are thus pressed into service as will-

ing allies against the still living friends ofhis well-

digested, late political opponent. In a more ad-

vanced state of civilization, such as that of certain

species of ants, the conquered forces of the enemy

are only in part consumed as food. Another por-

tion is deliberately set apart and trained to the

office of intelligent slave-cohorts, always ready,

should the political exigencies of their masters

demand it, to be hurled against the very state

and nation to whom their allegiance is, by birth,

legitimately due. In a civilization still more ad-

vanced, cannibalism entirely disappears, and only

the enslavement of prisoners of war remains.

Finally, even this enslavement is eliminated ; and,

in ourday, we rely solely on the force of the an-

nexation of conquered territory to accomplish the

changes at any time taking place in the internal | complete subjection, the political assimilation of

relations of the living being should not only be

adequate to, but that it should be in excess of, the

hostile demands of the sum total of all simul-

taneously eventuating changes in the environment.

As the comparatively perfect co-ordination of its

so heterogeneous constituent materials and actions

would seem to indicate, the organized living being

is to be considered as a chemical and dynamical

plexus of multiform modes ofmatter and motion ; and

what is commonly understoodby "vital force" is but

the fact of the con-inertia of the plexus. But what,

we must here further ask, is the true nature of

the secret force by which this unity and con-iner-

tia of the plexus of life is established and main-

tained?

There was a time when science did not venture

to propose a solution for any of the problems of

life. But, in the course of the current century,

science has fashioned the lens of a new thesis of

extraordinary power. Viewing the organic world

in the light of its focus, we have accustomed our-

selves to regard the specific differences of its count-

less forms, and their relative advance toward an

undefined but none the less real standard of ideal

perfection, as the inevitable result of a never-end-

ing competitive strife for the necessitous objects

of desire,-food, safety, and reproduction,-an un-

ceasing struggle for existence, in which the fittest

must survive, the unfittest become extinct. But,

passing strange, it seems to me that the extension

of this law to the eternal conflict between the ab-

stract forces of life and death themselves has been

either unaccountably overlooked or realized only

with a force entirely incommensurate with the im-

portance of this wider meaning of the struggle.

Materially the union of the plexus of life is

maintained by the assimilation of foods, dynami-

cally by that of forces acting upon the living being

from without. But, in the course of this process,

instead of the internal relations of the living

being adjusting themselves to the external rela-

tions of its environment, it is rather the lat-

ter which accommodate themselves to the former.

And, in so doing, they lose their external character ;

they become the loyal subjects of the autocratic

power of the form; they submit themselves to the

sway of life, of which they henceforth are a part.

Assimilation, in the true philosophic sense of that

its inhabitants. Digestion in the stomach of the

personal conqueror has developed into digestion in

the stomach of the social conqueror.

Whenever food is assimilated, it takes upon

itself the structure of the tissues into the compo-

sition of which it enters. Whenever force (or mo-

❘tion) is assimilated, it accommodates itself to the

rhythm of the dynamic plexus. All that is assimi-

lated serves to sustain and extend the power of

form of the organismby which it has been taken

up. This power of form (morphocratism) , be it con-

sidered in its elements or its totality, constitutes the

essential central power in life.

to the former's sovereignty. And, measured by

this standard, how will our location of the essence of

life be judged ?

That this definite location is correct for all

forms of undisputed animalor vegetal citizenship

seems to me so clear as scarcely to need further

elucidation. But, we must ask, is this essential

principle of the morphocratic power confined to

the organic world exclusively, or does it likewise

invade inorganic existence? Does it hold only in

the realm of life, and not in that ofdeath as well ?

The only phenomenon of inorganic nature in

which the morphocratic power makes itself strongly

manifest is that of crystallization. Any, no mat-

ter how minute, crystalline particle placed in a

concentrated solution of the same substance will

attract and assimilate other particles which adjust

themselves in harmony with its individual and

specific form. The crystal so generated feeds it-

self, and, if the solution is from time to time re-

placed, maybe made to grow indefinitely.

Thus, it would at first sight appear as though our

location of the essence of life in the morphocratic

power were at fault, as though a line of distinc-

tion between life and death could not by its log-

ical aid be drawn. But, before we hastily con-

clude to regard our efforts in this direction to have

been in vain, it will be well to recall the dignity of

our purpose, to define things, and not mere words .

While it is true that the word "life," in its popular

sense, is only applied to organic forms, is it not

possible that it is this restriction of the word

which is improper rather than our philosophic

conception of the reality before us? Unquestion-

ably, the crystal and the human being are swayed

by the same innate central power. But the former

"lives" as truly as the latter. Life manifests itselj

in two modes, the organic and the inorganic. Their

correspondence and essential unity have been

pointed out: marked differences are still to be

noted.

In the first place, it is to be remarked that, with

but few exceptions, more apparent than real, the

crystal can assimilate to its own form only parti-

cles of the same or similar composition ; while the

power of the organic form is capable of binding

together the most dissimilar materials to the abso-

lute service of its dynamic unity. In the second

place, it is to be noted that every point of the con-

centrated solution of a crystallizable salt is equally

capable of becoming an independent centre of

crystalline assimilation. The morphocratism of the

crystal (crystallocratism) is homogeneous and mole-

To what extent this power of form is a ruling

power is best seen by the examination of another

phase of its activity, that of reproduction and in-

heritance (heredity). When we consider one of

those cases in which a son appears physically and

mentally to resemble the father only, and take

into account the minuteness of the spermatozoon

by which this form has been conveyed, we may

well be struck dumb with wonder at its vast

power. Without entering here into the details of

a calculation, the weight of ahuman spermatozoon| cular, that of the organic form heterogeneous and

may be roughly estimated at one two-thousand-

millionth of a grain. Taking the weight of the

adult son to be in round figures one million grains

(about 143 lbs.), it would thus appear that, in this

hypothetical case, this mass of matter has been

brought under the complete morphocratic sway of

a particle of possibly less than one-two-thousand-

billionth (네이어어어어어어어어어어어어어어 ) of the former's

weight! But, wheresoever the manifestations of

power may be concentrated, there it is also that

its source should be sought for. And for this

reason it is in the power of form to impress itself

upon any matter with which it may come in con-

tact,-the principle of morphocratism, that we seek

for the essence of life .

In one of the opening chapters of the book

already referred to, the author very properly states,

in language which I cannot now exactly recall,

but to the effect that the logical standard by

which the value of any definition is to be esti-

mated should be that it shall not only include the

greatest possible extent of the domain of fact

sought to be defined, but that it must also exclude

the greatest possible extent of the territory foreign

molar, in character. The continuity of the life of

the organism is due to the molar, that of the inor-

ganic formto the molecular, con-inertia of its dy-

namic plexus. CHARLES FROEBEL.

EDITORIAL NOTES .

BY B. F. U.

"THE RISE OF INTELLECTUAL LIBERTY," by

Frederic May Holland, is for sale at this office.

Price $3.50.

MR. PETER ANNET (from whose pen we gave

last week a fine article on "The Dawn of Life")

is prepared to deliver scientific lectures,upon appli-

cation, from places within ahundred miles of this

city. His lectures aim to popularize science, and

have awakenedmuch interest wherever given. Mr.

Annet's address is P.O. Box 2468, Boston, Mass.

In his "interlude," on March 2, Rev. Joseph

Cook, speaking of the testimony of atheists in

courts of justice, making a distinction between

atheists and agnostics, said:-

But, if amanbe a real atheist, I do not care to do
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business withhim. I do not want him at myfamily

table. I do not want my property and life put at his

disposal, by his testimony as a witness before any

court. [Applause.] In the recent debate on this

topic before the Massachusetts Legislature, I confess

Ishould have voted unhesitatingly with the majority,

who, as I think, have wisely excluded the testimony

of real atheists from admission to courts of justice.

Of course, Mr. Cook would have voted with the

majority. We may know with reasonable cer-

tainty, in advance of any utterance by him, about

where he stands on a question involving the

rights of free thinkers. Notwithstanding his in-

dorsement of the action of the Massachusetts

Legislature in refusing to repeal a most unjust|

law, we believe with the Boston Transcript that

"in a few years the yeas and nays will be curi-

ous reading." As the Nation observes : "No man

conducts his business or his social life on the

assumption that atheists are untruthful or dishon-

est; and to administer justice so as to deprive

him of important testimony in his favor, on such

a theory, is monstrous as well as barbarous." Of

the same purport is the following from the Chris-

tian Register : " The assumption that a man who is

an agnostic or an atheist is therefore incapable of

telling the truth in a court of justice is one of

those legal outrages which the laws of Massachu-

setts still perpetuate. Any such witness in her

courts may have his testimony discredited. It is

time that this relic of superstition was abolished ;

and Massachusetts, which has done so much for

the development of civil liberty, should have been

the first to remove it."

IT is stated that Rev. Dr. J. P. Newman has

beensummoned to New York to act as "spiritual

adviser" to Gen. Grant, not at his instance, but

to gratify some of his pious relatives and friends.

According to published reports, he has never been

concerned about his condition after death ; and

"there is no reason to suppose that the nearness

of death has made anychange, though his wife is

very solicitous that he should arouse to mental

activity on the subject. He does not, apparently,

bother himself about the life hereafter,' says one

trustworthy informant, 'seemingly, being willing

to take his chance with the millions who have

gone before him, in the same frame of mind. "

Although Gen. Grant inhealth and strength, has

been, and even now is indifferent to theological

matters, it is not to be supposed that a man so

distinguished and honored will be permitted to

die without furnishing, consciously or uncon-

sciously, in word or act, some kind of a basis for

the claim that he died believing and trusting in

Christ. Amind enfeebled by sickness has always

been regarded by the orthodox clergy as peculiarly

favorable for the discernment of truth and the re-

ceptionofgrace. Littré, the distinguished Positiv-

ist, when reduced by age and illness to actual im-

becility, importuned by his wife and urged by

priests, consented toreceive the sacrament. Some

of Littré's friends affirmed that the dying man did

not even know what was said or done. Yet news

was flashed all over Christendom that the great

"infidel" had fallen asleep in the true faith of the

Roman Catholic Church. Dr. George Beard, when

he died two or three years ago,wasmadeby an at-

tendant the subject of what had the appearance

of being a pious fraud; and Joseph Cook, and

hundreds of other preachers on his authority, de-

clared that the agnostic died a believer in Jesus

Christ, until relatives and friends of the family

werecompelled, in the interests of truth, to publish

a correction. With these facts in mind, we need

not expect that any man of fame, greatly honored

by the people, who has lived simply unconcerned

about religious matters, will be allowed by the

clergy to die without saying or doing something

which will enable them to associate his name with

the faith they represent.

Ar the monthly meeting of the Unitarian Club

at the Hotel Vendome,on the evening of the 11th

inst., Hon. Leverett Saltonstall, who presided, in

a speech introductory to the general after-dinner

speaking, said that the Unitarian Church was not

a proselyting body, that it recognized the members

of all the rival sects, the Roman Catholic included,

as members of one brotherhood, and, respecting

their main tenet, it had no disposition to disrupt

the several organizations to which they hold alle-

giance. But he suggested the query whether it

was not the duty of the Unitarian Church to seek

to proselyte "those who are of no church, who by

profession, at least, know no religion, and the

number of which seems to be steadily increasing."

Rev. E. E. Hale maintained that the Unitarian

Church should stand for reform and progress, and

strive " to bring in the kingdom of God in the par-

ticular community where it is situated," and in so

doing it would be likely to gain to its membership

"those who, having withdrawn from the other

churches, now occupy a neutral or indifferentposi-

tion." The idea of adding to the membershipof

the Unitarians from those who are now outside of

all churches is one to which the leaders of that de-

nomination are likely in the future to give consid-

erable thought.

FROM those who after religious experience in

orthodox churches have withdrawn from them,

and now "occupy a neutral or indifferent position,"

Unitarianism is not, we think, likely to receive

any large or valuable accessions. Indeed, addi-

tions of "neutral or indifferent" people are more

liable to be an element of weakness than of

strength. There is nothing in the uncertain creed

of Unitarianism that can renew the enthusiasm

or revive on a new basis the religious belief of

those who have outgrown the positive faith in

which they were reared and have become indiffer-

ent to religious matters. Such will generally,

from business or social considerations, remain

silent members of the orthodox churches, or at

least will be likely to avoid identifying themselves

with heterodox organizations. Those reared in

the orthodox churches who become earnestly op-

posed to theological teachings prefer to browse in

freedom outside of all religious organizations .

Only, perhaps, after years of isolation, when they

have become dissatisfied with the results of an

intense individualism and the predominance of the

critical and destructive spirit among the majority

of Liberals, when they have come to see the great

need of united effort in encouraging and strength-

ening the highest moral convictions, and are

strongly influenced by the long repressed demands

of their social nature, do they turn to the most

liberal society they can find, and work with it and

for it. In the West, the Unitarian societies are

composed in part-and, in some places, mainly-of

Agnostics and other free thinkers, who are attracted

to themby the social and moral advantages which

they afford, and because they stand for the best

liberal thought in the communities in which they

live. Not a few of the ministers of these societies

are themselves Agnostics, and they are all men of

broad and radical thought. Now, perhaps, it is

from the liberal class to which we have referred

that the speakers at the meeting of the Unitarian

Club really expect to obtain the largest accessions.

With this object in view, possibly the National

Unitarian Conference will yet see the importance

of modifying its constitution, so that not only

nonChristians, but Agnostics can be members on

equal terms with theistic and Christian Unitarians,

like Mr. Hale.

AMONG the most careful and interested readers

of The Index, from the time it was started at

Toledo, is a lady living in Providence, R.I. , Mrs.

Susan F. Fillmore, who was born at Plymouth,

Vt., March 12, 1795. When shewas in her four-

teenth year, her parents removed to New York,

where she was sent to an academy at Plattsburg,

and where she boarded in the family of Dr. Oliver

Davidson, the father of the two precocious David-

son sisters . It was while she was a member of

this family that the elder sister, Lucretia, then five

years old, made her first attempt at poetical com-

position in some verses entitled "An Elegy on the

Death of a Robin," which were "printed" in capi-

tal letters, since she had not learned to write.

This poem was found among her playthings by

her mother, and Mrs. Fillmore assisted Mrs.

Davidson in deciphering it. Later, Mrs. Fillmore

was principalofthe femaledepartment of an acad-

emy in Chester, Vt. She was married in 1823.

Pressing domestic duties andcares have not pre-

vented her taking a deep interest in philosophical

discussion and in all social and moral movements.

She was a life member of the Female Anti-slavery

Society in Boston, and is an ardent woman suf-

fragist. At the age of ninety, she reads without

glasses, and the best literature of the day. Dr.

Fillmore, her son, informs us that the philosoph.

ical articles from the pen of Mr. W. I. Gill, which

have been very difficult reading for some of our

subscribers, are those which she has read with the

profoundest interest and admiration. She has

written a number of poems. To show the breadth

of thought and strength of expression of this non-

agenarian, we give below a few verses from a

poem entitled "A Matron," written in her nine-

tieth year :-

Earth's primal races, tribes and nations,

Doubtless, their rude minds perplexed

Bypondering the self-same questions

That the modern brain hath vexed.

For of the wondrous cause of nature,

Of primeval light and life,

Each had its own ideal picture

With incongr'ous fancies rife.

But, from to-day's clear light of science

And philosophy's broad sway,

We trust results worthy reliance

Pristine whims will sweep away.

Fornot in lore of by-gone ages

Dowe find life's problems solved;

Noryetby late truth-seeking sages

Are grave questions all resolved.

All things have come by evolution,

Say scientists, by laws of force.

This of our query's no solution:

Whence came laws, shaping their course ?

Whence sentient life ? Is Philosophy

Surehow its first seed was sowed;

Though wise Darwin, like simple Topsy

(Bylong searching), " 'Spects we growed."

Science discloses second causes,

Nordoes the first overlook ,

Butpronounces the Cause of causes

"Unknowable,"-a sealed book.

Is there no science of perception?

Are there no laws of mind,

Of thought, of consciousness, reflection?

Arewe intuitively blind ?

Though finite mindmay never measure

The boundless Infinite,

Yet grand conceptions it maytreasure,

Surpassing visual sight.

That a humanGod has been provided

Seems a preposterous dream,

The question by reason decided

Can admit but One Supreme.

Thanks, light has shone on old traditions,

Exposing myths by saints believed ;

While science's lucid expositions

Of theories new are wide received.

Yet the great absorbing life-questions-

Its source,design, duration-

Are unsettled, open to suggestions

Anddoubtful speculation.
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BOSTON, MARCH 19, 1885.

THE INDEX is published every Thursday, at No. 44 Boyl-

stonStreet, Boston,by an incorporated Board of Trustees

•nominated by the Free Religious Association, Terms:

Threedollars per year, in advance.

THE objects of THE INDEX may be defined by the objects

of the Free Religious Association ; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-
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EMERSON : THE PATRIOT.*

BY JOHN W. CHADWICK.

lecture or essay from his hand dealing specifically

with patriotism and the patriot. Best remembered

of anything of his upon this head is the quotation,

to which he has given a much wider currency than

it had before his day, "Patriotism is the last

refuge of a scoundrel" ; and, for the correction of

this estimation by his own, we must look atmany

of his essays and read aright the meaning of his

personal career.

dipped his pen in the blackest ink, he tells us,

because he was not afraid of falling into his ink-

pot. He was not afraid of exaggerating, toomuch

for the impression that he wished to make, the subser-

viency of our manners and ideas to the European

models. He could be just and even kind in deal-

ingwith a foreign civilization,when it served his

turn. His English Traits is a volume that an

Englishman must like to read, it has so much of

hearty commendation in it mixed with a little

blame. Against the French he had a kind of

spite, and liked to tell a story to their disadvan-

tage, the story of a duel in the dark. The parties

were an Englishman and a Frenchman. The

Englishman, not wishing to injure his antagonist,

felt his way round to the fireplace, and fired up

the flue. Down came the Frenchman, to their

mutual surprise ! As a typical story, reflecting on

the courage of the French, this is as false as possi-

ble. But Emerson's admiration of Montaigne and

many other Frenchmen was so immense that he

corrected his eccentricity in no small degree, and

closer acquaintance with the French people would

have made him awarm admirer. Their industry,

their frugality, their hold upon the soil, would

have counted largely in his estimation. Much of

the seeming disrespect of Emerson for European

customs, manners, laws, was but the expression of

his abiding faith in the superiority of soul to

circumstance. For the same reason that he was a

good American, he would have been a good Eng-

lishman or Frenchman or German, if he had been

to the English, French, or German manner born.

The comparative indifference of places was a favor-

ite article of his creed. He would have the pas-

sion for America cast out the passion for Europe,

not so much because Europe is an inferior devel-

opment as because it is not our development. He

would have America fresh, original, her new

garments, like his own forester's, of colors bor-

rowed from the immediate wood and soil,-no har-

lequin pattern, taking here a patch and there a

patch from a decaying past. It was because he

loved America so much,because he wished her to

have a life, a civilization, a religion of her own,

that he sometimes brought a railing accusation

against her monkey tricks, her apish mimicry of

European customs, manners, arts. "This mendi-

cant America, this curious, peering, itinerant,

imitative America, studious of Greece and Rome,

of England and Germany, will take off its dusty

shoes," he said, "will take off its glazed traveller's

cap, and sit at home with repose and deep joy on

its face. The world has no such landscape, the

æons of history no such hour, the future no equal

second opportunity. Now let poets sing! now let

arts unfold !"

It would have been very strange if Emerson

hadnot been a patriot, an American, in his blood

and bones . His family roots went down into the

soil the entire depth of the English occupation .

One of his sixty-two grandfathers, at the seventh

remove, was Peter Bulkeley, the original founder

of Concord in 1635. "If any one would know

what Mr. Peter Bulkeley was," says Cotton Mather,

"lethim read his Judicious and Savory Treatise of

the Gospel Covenant, which has passed through

several editions with much acceptance among the

people of God." He was the first minister of the

Concord church as well as the original settler of

the town. His son's daughter married Joseph

Emerson, a son of Thomas Emerson, who gath-

ered the first church in Ipswich. Genealogically,

then, our Emersonwas an American of the seventh

generation. Moreover, his ancestors of his own

name and many others were Americans of the

Americans. They were Congregational ministers ;

and no other class was so thoroughly identified

with the colonial enterprise, so jealous of its

rights, so forward to demand its independence of

the crown. Five of Emerson's six American an-

cestors of his own name were ministers. Edward,

the missing link, was "some time deacon of the

church in Newbury." Emerson's grandfather was

minister of the Concord church in Revolutionary

times, and he was much given to preaching poli-

tics. The Concord fight was simply one of the

"applications" of his word of prophecy. The Sun-

day following the fight, he preached to seven hun-

dred soldiers in the village church, his trumpet

giving no uncertain sound. Nothing would sat-

isfy him but to join the army at Ticonderoga,

where he sickened before long, and died upon his

journey home. Emerson's father had been born

in Concord a few years before (in 1769), and Em-

erson himself was born into the Concord tradition

as perfectly as if he hadbeen born upon its sacred

soil . But he was born into the Boston tradition

also. It was a Boston boy that wrote the Boston

Hymn. With such an ancestry, with such associa-

tions clinging to his heart, the man was under

bonds to be American. So help him God, he could

no otherwise. Nothing he ever said, nothing he

ever did, was un-American, or betrayed adoubt of

the substantial merit of our institutions and their

ultimate transcendence of all special limitations.

"Here is the home of man," he said; "here is the

promise of a new and more excellent social state

than history has recorded."

Ascomparedwith those who have preceded me

in this course of essays, I am at a serious disad-

vantage. Theyhave brought to you the freshness

of their leisured inspiration; but Ican only bring

the too familiar product of my habitual employ-

ment, and at a season when I should be glad to

laythewearypen aside. My theme, moreover, in

its general aspect, is one to which I revert so often

that it would not surprise me if some of you

should say to me of Emerson as Voltaire of Jesus,

"Let me never hear that man's name again !" In-

deed, the painfulness of my situation reminds me

of a story of the old age of George III. For

his weariness and feeble-mindedness, his physi-

cians prescribed an hour's reading every day by

one of Queen Charlotte's ladies in waiting, a young

and very charming person. The senescent king

had come to reckon a good deal upon this enter-

tainment; andone day at the appointed hour, hear-

ing a step along the corridor, he was in a state of

most agreeable anticipation. But, alas! the step

grewominously heavy; and, finally, the Queen her-

self appeared, with book in hand. Thereupon, the

king ejaculated, "Nobody but old Charlotte ! " and

bestowed himself to make good the saying of the

playwright French, "Sleep is an opinion." For you

to-night there is nobody but old Charlotte in the

place of the young and charming readers you have

heretofore enjoyed; and, ifyou follow the example

of the king, the parallel will be complete. I shall

be sorry, but I shall not be surprised.

The literary side of Emerson as a poet, ascholar,

a philosopher, a student of nature, of ethics, of

religion, is made evident in one or more of his

essays dealing specifically with poetry, scholar-

ship, nature, ethics, or religion; but we have no

*One of a number of essays read in Brooklyn, N.Y. , by

members of an association connected with the Second

Unitarian Church, and now studying various aspects of

Emerson's life and thought. Each essay is followed by a
discussion.

It would not be difficult to discover in his writ-

ings here and there expressions which, if taken by

themselves, would go far to convict him of an

Americanism that was narrow and provincial.

His praise of Whittier was that hehad never been

to Europe. "Travelling is a fool's paradise, " he

said. "The soul is no traveller." A declaration

ofAmerican independence could be made out from

his writings more thorough than that of Jefferson ;

more thorough, ifpossible,than HoraceGreeley's,-

adeclaration of isolation. He would have us not

only raise our own cereals and manufacture our

own fabrics, and so on: he would have us raise

our own literature, manufacture our own arts and

sciences, ethics and religion. But the distinction

between literature and dogma must be made in

Emerson as well as in the older Scriptures. He

In the general sweep of his discourse, Emerson

is pretty certain to correct whatever aberration he

may be guilty of at one point of his orbit or

another. Did he announce himself as adiscoverer

with no past at his back, and would he recommend

this personal ideal to the national intellect and

taste and to the national conscience ? Neverthe-

less, from first to last, he was a royal borrower, as

Dr. Holmes has arithmetically shown, as every

reader of him knows; and he did not deny his

debt. But all the gold and silver coin that his

argosies came heavy-laden with from Europe and

from farthest Ind he converted into bullion and

reminted every shilling with the stamp of his own

individual genius. So, doubtless, in the last anal-

ysis, he would have had America enrich herself

with the most various plunder of antiquity and

foreign parts, if only such impedimenta might not,

like Atalanta's golden apples, be a hindrance to

her in the race; if only they might suggest to her

the possibility of nobler manners, purer laws.
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But Emerson's Americanism was something

more than a specific illustration of his general

doctrine of the indifference of places. It was a

criticism upon this doctrine. Itwas a deduction

from it. His passion for America was in good

measure the exponent of his faith that, in this

fresh, new world, man has a better opportunity

than anywhere in Europe to free himself from the

paralyzing spell of old associations, habits, laws,

and creeds, and achieve an original relation to the

universe. Where do I find the proofs of this

relation of his patriotism to his fundamental mes-

sage to mankind? "Anywhere," as Thoreau said

of the Indian arrow-heads. It is not so much here

or there in his writings as it is everywhere.

to be understood, and not the Republican; but it

maybe that he was sterner with the latter than I

think.

There aremanycounts in his indictment of our

party politics. "We do not choose our own can-

didate," he says, "no, nor any other man's first

choice, but only the available candidate whom,

perhaps, no man loves.... The country is gov-

erned in bar-rooms and in the mind of bar-rooms."

Meantime, the better classes do not what they

might to counteract the evil tendencies. "They

stay away from the polls, saying that one vote can

do no good ! Or they take another step and say,

One vote can do no harm ! and vote for something

which they do not approve because their party or

set votes for it."

Emerson saw so much and more of limitation

and defect in our political system; but he did not

despair of the republic,-no, not for an hour. To

Matthew Arnold's confidence in "the remnant,"

the moral and enlightened few, he added an

It was as a stupendous possibility that America

was a delight to Emerson's imagination, and a

satisfaction to his heart. He was no devil's

attorney. He never undertook to prove that all

hergeese were swans ; that all her crudities were

virtues; that the defects of her excellences were

also excellent. Indeed, there has not been a sterner

critic of her imperfections and exaggerations.

When he begins, "This great, intelligent"-the ❘ justice and the common weal. Not only this, but

Fourth of July orators fancy he is become as one

of them. But no. The total characterization is,

"This great, intelligent, sensual, avaricious, Amer-

ica." Our democratic system does not stand in his

scheme of values for any absolute and final good.

But it has obvious advantages. "The lodging of

the power in the people ... has the effect of hold-

ing things closer to common sense ; for a court, an

aristocracy, which must always be a small minor-

ity,canmore easily run into follies than arepub-

lic, which has too many observers each with a

vote in his hand-to allow its head to be turned by

any kind of nonsense, since hunger, thirst, cold,

the cries of children, debt, are always holding the

masses hard to the essential duties." Carlyle ob-

jected to the popular vote that it made Judas

count as much as Jesus in the determination of

affairs. If Emerson had little patience for such

idiocy as this, perceiving that men like planets

have their attractions in proportion to their bulk,

and that one powerful man will drag along a

hundred or a thousand voters in his train; if he

saw certain positive advantages in an extended

suffrage, saw that it is a safety-valve for popular

passions, that they mix with it like nitro-glycerine

with clay, losing thereby something of their ex-

plosive energy; if he also saw that popular votes

are bonds that the more educated give to educate

and elevate the less,-nevertheless, in spite of

these perceptions, he was not unaware of dangers

lurking in the system, as such, nor of various

practical illustrations. Our oily politicians did

not take him in their cunning snare. Lobbying

and being lobbied, "We feel toward them," he says,

"as the minister about the Cape Cod farm. In the

old time when the minister was still invited, in the

spring, to make a prayer for the blessing of a

piece of land, the good pastor, being brought to

the spot, stopped short,-'No, this land does not

want a prayer: itwants manure. " These politi-

cians are past praying for.

"'Tis virtue which they want; and, wanting it,

Honor no garment to their backs can fit."

"We have seen the great party of property and

education in the country," he says, "drivelling and

huckstering away for views of party fear or advan-

tage every principle of humanity and the dearest

hopes of mankind; the trustees of power only

energetic when mischief couldbedone, imbecile as

corpses when evil was to be prevented." This in

1878, his theme "The Fortune of the Republic."

But this address was a mosaic, manufactured out

of parts of many earlier notes and writings, so

that I am inclined to think that the Whig party is

tem of commercial freedom, he would not have

considered this a final recommendation. He did

not believe that it was good for us. But, however

this might be, "We want," he said in 1878, "men

of original perception and original action, who

canopen their eyes wider than to a nationality,-

namely, to considerations of benefit to the human .

race,-can act in the interest of civilization ; men

of elastic, men of moral mind, who can live in the

moment and take a step forward." And, again,

"I wish to see America not like the old powers of

the earth, grasping, exclusive, and narrow, but a

benefactor, such as no country ever was, hospitable

to all nations, legislating for all nationalities.

Nations were made to help each other as much

as families were; and all advancement is by ideas,

and not by brute force or mechanic force....

The right patriotism consists in the delight which

springs from contributing our peculiar and legiti-

mate advantages to the benefit of humanity."

This is the nearest approach to a definition of

equal confidence in "numbers,"--not as numbers, ❘ patriotism that he ever made, and it is worth re-

but as men, whose fundamental instincts are for

hewas impelled to the conclusion that there is a

sanity in the constitution of the bodypolitic which

corrects the selfishness and folly of the selfish pol-

itician. "In our popular politics,you may note,"

he says, "that each aspirant who rises above the

crowd, however at first making his obedient ap-

prenticeship in party tactics, if he have sagacity,

soon learns that it is by no means by obeying the

vulgar weathercock of his party, the resentments,

the fears and whims of it, that real power is

gained; but that he must often face and resist the

party, and abide by his resistance and put them in

fear, and the only title to their permanent respect

and to a largerfollowing is to see for himself what

is the real public interest, and to stand for that."

In confirmation of this view are the statistics of

Mr. Parton, to the effect that no one eagerly aspir-

ing to the Presidential office ever succeeded in

obtaining it. His statistics are now twenty-five

years old, but the course of history has not dimin-

membering.

It was impossible that Emerson should make

the blunder, which is made so often, of confound-

ing the nation with the government, or with

the form of government. In our own form of

government he had generous faith, less in its

practical efficiency. He saw with infinite regret

that the career of politics had lost much of the

attractiveness for the ablest men which it had at

the beginning of the century. He also saw what

many failed to see,-that the men are more to

blame for this than are the politics. These are

avoided, because they have not millions in them.

They are degraded by those who, once engaged in

them, are impatient of their small legitimate re-

turns, and endeavor to convert them into a kind

of brokerage for speculative stocks. But the gov-

ernment, at any given time, legislative, judicial,

and executive, is only the roughest metre of the

national health. As a people, we are better than

our politics. Emerson's doctrine of Individualism

did not forsake him here. His patriotism was

ished their validity. It has increased their volume | much more than admiration of our political sys-

andmomentum many-fold.

Imust not trench on the domain allotted to the

essayist who will speak in this course of Emerson's

cosmopolitan sympathies ; but I am obliged to say

that his Americanism was not of the sort which

looks for our salvation tothe industrial barbarism

of other nations or to the exclusion of their man-

ufactures from our markets, if haply our consum-

ers maybe compelled to buy our own of an inferior

quality at a much higher price. He had been a

Whig before the surrender of the party to the

pro-slavery conspirators ; but there is no evidence

that he was at any time an admirer or defender of

the "American system," as maintained by Henry

Clay. The Kantian dictum, "Law fit to be law

universal," had, he thought, as strict an applica-

tion here as to any sphere of moral action. He

was unable to perceive, as manyhave been always,

that wehave not here a moral question, aquestion

of justice. He fancied that in large industrial

affairs, as well as in those of the individual, the

method of self-reliance is productive of the best

results; that the protective system everywhere is

a premium upon inefficiency. For our infant in-

dustries, he would have prescribed as in the qua-

train which, like a herald's trumpet, announces

thathisessayupon "Self-reliance" is athand :-

"Cast the bantling on the rocks,

Suckle him with the she-wolf's teat;

Wintered with the hawk and fox,

Power and speed be hands and feet."

But, even if Emersonhadbeen persuaded that the

protective systemwas better for us than the sys-

tem, much more than satisfaction with its practi-

cal workings, which were seldom to his mind. It

was devotion to our national worth, and he saw

that this is co-extensive with the number of intel-

ligent and moral individuals upon the soil. He

said many things to this effect, and once he put

the charcoal under such enormous pressure that

this diamond stanza was the significant result:-

"When the State is social worth,

When the State-House is the hearth,

Then the perfect State is come,

The Republican at home."

For thirty years, the touch-stone of all touch-

stones for the testing of patriotism in America

was the anti-slavery crusade. I do not mean that

patriotism was impossible for men who did not

enlist in this, or did so tardily, or, having once en-

listed, fell away. The Union-saving sentiment of

1850 and before and after was intensely patriotic.

And from its womb came the compromise meas-

ures of that year,-the Fugitive Slave Law a single

incident of their pervasive wickedness. Love for

the Union was a passion of those times,-a passion

which the Free-soilers and the Abolitionists might

laugh to scorn, but it was asgenuine as their own.

There were those to whom the Union seemed so

vast a good that, if it could be preserved only by

making slaveryperpetual and giving it the freedom

of the continent, they thought the price was not

to be withheld. There were those who thought

that it could not be preserved in any other way.

And these were patriots ; but so, too, were they

who thought that to preserve the Union for any

length of time with slavery was an impossible
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thing. Here was an atmosphere that loosened

every joint, that made every grain of mortar a

repellent particle. And so, if these had loved the

Union above all other things, they would have

said that slavery must go. But there were other

patriots for whom the Union was notworth pre-

serving, if slavery must be preserved along with

it. And Emerson was one of these, well-nigh

from the beginning of the anti-slavery crusade in

1831. That the Union could be preserved and

slavery along with it, he had not a particle of

faith; but this was a consideration by the way.

The main consideration was that slavery was an

injustice not to be endured. He was the truest

patriot who would rather that his country should

cease to be among the nations than that she should

suck her vampire substance from the vitals of the

slave.

read how the slaves came into slavery and how| monument, and here was Webster." The praise

was said, then came the condemnation : this with

the rest, "that, with a general ability that im-

presses all the world, there is not a single general

remark, not an observation on life and manners,

not an aphorism that can pass into literature from

his writings." The opening words of this address

are a sufficient exposition of the general attitude

of Emerson with reference to questions of reform

in politics and social life. "Ido not often speak,'

he said, "to public questions : they are odious and

hurtful, and it seems like meddling or leaving your

work. I have my own spirits in prison ; spirits in

deeper prisons, whom no man visits, if I do not.

And then Isee what havoc itmakes with anygood

mind, a dissipated philanthropy. The one thing

not to be forgiven to intellectual persons is not to

know their own task." He spoke, he said, for

scholars; but there were passageswhich carpenters

and hod-carriers could understand. "If slavery is

they are kept there; for language mustbe raked,

the secrets of the slaughter house and infamous

holes must be ransacked, to tell what negro slav-

ery has been." And he complained that "names

which should be the alarums of liberty and the

watchwords of truth are mixed up with all the

rotten rabble of selfish and tyranny." From first

tolast, we have hadmuch complaint ofEmerson's

incomprehensibility. "My gals understand him,"

said the redoubtable Jeremiah Mason, "but I

can't." But, if that giant of the New Hampshire

bar, with whom Daniel Webster studied, had

heard any of Emerson's political speeches, he would

have had little difficulty in understanding him.

Not Wenham ice is clearer than his thought on

these occasions. It were easy to convince one's

self from reading his political addresses that, if

hehad chosen politics for his profession, he might

have been one of the greatest orators of his gener

ation. There are passages in these addresses that ❘ good, then lying, theft, arson, homicide, each and

have a Websterian solidity and strength. Thus,

in the anti-slavery address of 1844, referring to the

imprisonment and sale of free Northern negroes

in the South, he said : "Gentlemen, I thought the

deck of a Massachusetts ship was as much the

territory of Massachusetts as the floor on which

we stand. It should be as sacred as the temple

of God. The poorest fishing smack that floats

under the shadow of an iceberg in the northern

seas or hunts the whale in the Southern Ocean

should be encompassed byher laws with comfort

and protection as much as within the arms of

Cape Ann and Cape Cod. And this kidnapping

is suffered within our own land and federation,

whilst the fourth article of the Constitution of the

United States ordains, in terms, that 'the citizens

of each State shall be entitled to all privileges and

immunities of citizens in the several States.' If

such a damnable outrage can be committed on

the person of a citizen with impunity, let the Gov-

ernor break the broad seal of the State ; he bears

the sword in vain. The Governor of Massachu-

setts is a trifler ; the State House in Boston is a

play-house; the General Court is a dishonored

body, if they make laws which they cannot exe-

cute. The great-hearted Puritans have left no

posterity."

It was the habit of Emerson to travel only on

stop-over tickets on the various lines of social and

political reform which made such a bewildering

network of the period of his earlier manhood.

Through tickets did not suit his individual mind.

He could never make himself a partisan of any

reform, an apologist for all its methods. He

could never so far identify himself with any as

to abandon his vocation, which he distinctly ap-

prehended as that of the thinker and the scholar,

andgive all his time and talent for the advance-

ment of a special end. Nevertheless, there was

hardlyany one who was not specially and officially

connected with the Abolitionists whom they re-

garded as their friend and fellow-laborer so much

as he. His church, so long as he remained a

settled preacher, was freely offered to Samuel J.

May and even to Garrison himself for the ad-

vancement of his principles ; and it was used by

May and others. To appreciate such action, we

must remember that a little later Dr. Channing's

society would not allow anti-slavery notices to be

read from his pulpit, and refused his personal

request for the use of the church for the funeral

services of Charles Follen, the saint among the

Abolitionists par excellence. In the Transcendental

Club, he stood up for Garrison when others cried

him down. When his brother Charles said that

he would rather see Boston in ashes than that

Harriet Martineau should be gagged, Emerson

said his Amen by making her his guest. Miss

Martineau was never over-generous with her praise

of those who did not take the abolition side ; but,

in 1855, she wrote of Emerson in herAutobiogra-

phy, "He is now and long has been completely

identified with the Abolitionists in conviction and

sentiment, though it is out of hisway to join him-

self to their organization." In 1844, his address

in Concord on the anniversary of Emancipation in

the West Indies identified him with the Abolition-

ists as completely as anything could do, except

a formal agency of their society. Dr. Holmes

says in his Life of Emerson, "This discourse would

not have satisfied the Abolitionists." But Mr.

Higginson has proved conclusively that it did sat-

isfy them by quoting the ipsissima verba of Garri-

son to this effect. "The first of August was," he

says, "their day; ... and nobody else celebrated it.

As to the Concord meeting, theyhad tried in vain

to obtain any church for it." They finally ob-

tained the town hall. "The other speakers of the

day were of the straightest sect of Abolitionists,

Frederick Douglass, Samuel J. May, etc." They

printed Emerson's address; and Wendell Phillips

used to circulate it freely among " the upper-crust

scoffers," as he called some of the Boston gentry

to whom the sting of Garrison's invective was

worse thanwhat it stung. But some of Emer-

son's words in this address are strong enough for

Garrison. "I am heartsick," he said, "when I

Emerson's sympathy with the abolition party

did not involve his satisfaction with all the meth-

odsof their propaganda. The voting Abolitionists

appealed to his habitual common sense as the non-

voting Abolitionists did not. When the Liberty

party of 1840 and 1844 had developed into the

Free-soil party of 1848 and 1852, Emerson con-

ceived that here was a practical instrumentality

with which he could ally himself withont falling

from his abolition grace. Thefall of 1851 actually

discovered him upon the stump in Massachusetts,

for John G. Palfrey, the Free-soil candidate for

Governor. His Cambridge speech was pronounced

excellent by the Southern law students of the

University; that is to say, they hissed it fre

quently. Webster was held aloft as an example

of what poison slavery could inject into the no-

blest minds. He pictured him as the leading horse

straining at Slavery's horrid car, engirt with sick-

ening abominations. Emerson's admiration of

Webster had been great, and his disappointment

on account of his course in 1850 was immense.

In 1854, he gave a lecture in New York on the

Fugitive Slave Law, in which he spoke of Web-

ster for a quarter of an hour. Some of his hear-

ers musthave said at the seventh or eighth min-

ute, "Did we come here tohear a eulogy on Dan-

iel Webster?" But, as Emerson went on, they

found that theyhadnot. "I remember his appear-

ance at Bunker's Hill," he said. "There was the

all are good, and to be maintained by Union Socie

ties.... These things show that no forms, neither

constitutions, nor laws, nor covenants, nor churches ,

nor Bibles, are of any use in themselves. The

devil nestles comfortably into them all. There is

no help but in the head and heart and hamstrings

of a man." His relation to the Abolitionists is

declared in the concluding passage: "I respect the

Anti-slavery Society. It has foretold all that has

befallen, fact for fact, years ago; and no man laid

it to heart. It seemed, as the Turks say, 'Fate

makes that a mau should not believe his own

eyes.' But the Fugitive Slave Law did much to

unglue the eyes of men, and now the Nebraska

Bill leaves us staring. The Anti-slavery Society

will add many members this year. The Whig

party will join it. The Democrats will join it.

I doubt not at last the slave States will join it.

But, be that sooner or later, and whoever comes

or stays away, I hope we have reached the end of

our unbelief, have come to a belief that there is a

divine providence in the world which will not save

us but through our own co-operation."

On the 22d of May, 1856, Charles Sumner was

struck down in the Senate Chamber by a cowardly

assassin . On the 26th there was an indignation

meeting in Concord, at which Emerson spoke to

certain resolutions. His essay on "The Superla-

tive" is known to you. He objected to the super-

lative. But how is this for the comparative or

positive degree ? "Life and life are incommensu-

rate. The whole State of South Carolina does not

now offer one or anynumber of persons who are to

beweighed for a moment in the scale with such a

person as the meanest of them all has now struck

down."

Emersonwas aman of peace. His lecture upon

War proves that he had no vulgar admiration for

this aspect of historic evolution. But, from the

first,he saw that there arewars and wars, even as

there are deacons and deacons. "When the can-

non is aimed by ideas, when men with religious

convictions are behind it,when men die for what

they live for, and the main-spring that works

daily urges them to hazard all, then the cannon

articulates its explosions with the voice of a man;

then the rifle seconds thecannon, and the fowling-

piece the rifle, and thewomen make the cartridges,

and all shoot at one mark; then gods join in the

combat, then poets are born, and the better code

at last records the victory." With these percep-

tions, he does not surprise us by his "Speech on

Affairs inKansas,"-hisdemand for clothing, food,

and rifles to be sent to the NewEngland settlers

there. Of the Squatter Sovereignty and other

cant of 1856, he said, "They call it otto of rose

and lavender : I call it bilge water." And does
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not the closing passage justify my claim that,

when speaking on great public occasions, to great

political questions, our Transcendentalist became

as clear as sunshine, as concrete as granite or as

iron ? "Fellow-citizens, in these times fullof the

fate of the Republic, I think the towns should hold

town meetings, and resolve themselves into com-

mittees of safety, go into permanent sessions, ad-

journing from week to week, from month to month.

Iwish we could send the sergeant of arms to stop

everymanwho is about to leave the country. Send

home every one who is abroad, lest they should

find no country to return to. Come home, and

stay at home, while there is yet a country to save.

When it is lost, it will be time enough then,

for any who are luckless enough to remain alive,

to gather up their clothes, and depart for some

land where freedom exists."

In 1859, while John Brown had still two or

three weeks remaining ere he should make, in the

high phrase of Emerson, "the gallows glorious,

like the cross," Emerson demanded in Tremont

Temple, "Is that the kind of man the gallows was

built for?" "It were bold to affirm that there is

in Virginia's broad commonwealth at this moment

another citizen as worthy to live and as deserving

of all public and private honor as this poor citi-

zen." "All gentlemen of course are on his side,"

hesaid in Salem; "for the arch-Abolitionist, older❘

thanBrownand older than the Shenandoah Moun-

tains, is Love, whose other name is Justice, which

was before Alfred,before Lycurgus, before slavery,

and will be after it ."

There are other witnesses to the patriotic ele-

ment in Emerson's life and writings that I should

like to call, but there are gentlemen "in waiting"

from whose reading of this matter my own is

keeping you too long. I should like to speak of

his address in April, 1865, when Abraham Lincoln

died, his perfect characterization of the man; and

of his Harvard Commemoration Speech; and of

that in Concord at the dedication of the Soldiers'

Monument. The heroisms and sacrifices of the war

gaveEmerson a new assurance of the worth of the

American population. "Ah ! young brothers, all

honor and gratitude to you," he said. "You manly

defenders, liberty's and humanity's body guard !

We shall not again disparage America, now that

we have seen what men it will bear. We see, we

thank you for it, a new era, worth to mankind

all the treasure and all the lives it has cost ; yes ,

worth to the world the lives of all this generation

of American men, if they had been demanded !"

And I should also like to show you how the

patriotic element in Emerson's thought and feel-

ing voiced itself in his poetry. As the political

occasion, the patriotic impulse, always brought

some clarifying genius to his prose, so did they to

his verse. He was never quite so lyrical, never

quite so eloquent and resounding in his verse at

any other time as when his country was his theme.

I note with interest that the first scrap of poetry

coming from his pen of which I am aware, writ-

ten in 1820, when he was seventeen years old, in

Mrs. Dr. Farley's album, had this inspiration. It

would have been more original, if Bishop Berke-

ley's "Course of Empire" had not been written

about a century before; but it had at least one

original line, the second of these two,-

From the beginning of the war, the hope of

Emerson was ardent that it would not end till this

word of his own prophecy had been fulfilled. In

January, 1862, he lectured upon "Civilization" in

Washington at the Smithsonian Institute. Lin-

coln and several of his cabinet were auditors.

The gravamen of his lecture was a plea for imme-

diate emancipation. "It is like free trade," he

said, "certainly the interest of nations, but by no

means the interest of certain towns and districts ,

which tariff feeds fat; and the eager interest of

the few overpowers the apathetic, general convic-

tion of themany." "Emancipation is a principle :

everything else is an intrigue. Better the

war should more dangerously threaten us,-should

threaten fracture of what is still whole, and pun-

ish us with burned capitals and slaughtered regi-

ments, and so exasperate the people to energy,

exasperate our nationality." Whether Lincoln,

with whom Emerson talked the matter over the

next day, was much affected by his public or his

private utterance we may not know; but eight

months later came the preliminary emancipation

proclamation, the herald of that final good which

makes the 1st of January, 1863, the finest day in all

our annals, one of the finest in the annals of the

human race. I must repeat the boast I made at

your last meeting,--that I heard in Music Hall the

address which signalized the joy of Emerson in

the September proclamation. It was the most

impressive utterance that ever fell upon my ears,

upon myheart. Let me illuminate my page with

the few words that I remember best : "It was well

to delay the steamers at the wharves until this

edict should be put on board. It will be an in-

surance to the ship as it goes plunging through

the sea with glad tidings to all people. Happy

are the young who find the pestilence cleansed out

of the earth, leaving open to them an honest

career; happy the old who see Nature purified

before they depart ! Do not let the dying die.

Hold them back to this world till you have charged

their ear and heart with this message to other

spiritual societies, announcing the melioration of

ourplanet."

"And to the West shall empire come,

And in our mountains stall her steeds ."

It was a patriotic impulse that begot the Concord

Hymn in 1836,-a hymn to which Matthew Arnold

concedes that wholeness of tissue, that perfectness

of every word and line, for which Emerson is not

generally remarkable. Here was indeed a shot

heard round the world. It was another patriotic

impulse that begot the Concord Ode of 1857, with

its opening stanza of surpassing beauty,-

"Oh, tenderly the haughty day

Fills his blue urn with fire;

One morn is in the mightyheaven,

And one in our desire ."

The "Boston Hymn," written to celebrate the

final edict of Emancipation, is a rugged piece of

verse . But here and there it reminds us of the

traveller on the Western railway : the train was

running so smoothly that he thought it must be

off the track. The "Voluntaries," which appeared

a little later, was a much more complete and beau-

tiful expression of his sentiment and thought. "It

is in this poem," says Dr. Holmes, "that we find

the lines which, a moment after they were written,

seemed to have been carved on marble for a thou-

sand years,"—

"So nigh is grandeur to our dust,

So near is God to man,

WhenDutywhispers low, Thou must,

The youth replies, Ican."

WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON'S REPLY TO

THE "REMONSTRANTS. "

Remonstrants against "any further extension of

suffrage to woman" had a hearing on the 2d inst.

before a committee of the Massachusetts Legislature,

at the State House. After they had concluded their

argument, which consisted partly in referring the

committee to a list of names signed to a remonstrance

against female suffrage, Mr. William Lloyd Garrison,

son of the distinguished abolitionist, called upon to

make some remarks in reply, responded in a brief

but most effective speech, from which we give the

following:-

And it is in this poem that those other lines occur,

to me as beautiful and dear, which, from the mo-

ment when I first agreed to read to you this essay,

Ihave said in myheartshouldbe its golden ending:

"Stainless soldier on the walls,

Knowing this,-and knows no more,-

Whoever fights, whoever falls ,

Justice conquers evermore;

Andhe who battles on her side,

God, though he were ten times slain,

Crowns him victor glorified,

Victor overdeath and pain,

Forever."

1

"We are not overawed by the imposing list of

names arrayed against us, representing, though they

do, the prejudice of men high in social, mercantile,

and professional life. We acknowledge their emi-

nent respectability. But we beg to remind you that

no movement in behalf of human progress ever yet

failed to encounter similar opposition. No student

of history can show us where the great reforms that

mark the eras of civilization had the scholarly and

wealthy classes on their side, save in the hour of tri-

umph. Ibeg to offer you an illustration to the point.

Thirty-five years ago next month, within the easy

memory of many now present, a list of Boston's most

honored names appeared in the Daily Advertiser to

overawe the reformers of that day. The occasion

was Mr. Webster's infamous 7th of March speech,

which fastened the Fugitive Slave Billupon the coun-

try and made Massachusetts the hunting-ground of

the kidnapper.

"Shakspere says:-

'In law, what plea so tainted and corrupt

But, being season'd with a gracious voice,

Obscures the show of evil? In religion,

Whatdamnéd error but some sober brow

Willbless it and approve it with a text,

Hiding the grossness with fair ornament?"

"And, in that day ofdisgrace for ourCommonwealth

and her great senator, the overwhelming weight of

these distinguished citizens of Boston was thrown

into the scale of slavery. They rallied to the support

of Mr. Webster in a public address of thanks. As in

the remonstrants' petition, I can point you to the

names of the president and the Greek professor of

Harvard, of the venerated colleague and successor

of Channing (whose successor is among the remon-

strants) , of the illustrious historian of Ferdinand and

Isabella (paralleled by the remonstrating signature

of Boston's historian of to-day, the palliator of the

cruel expatriation of the Acadians), of others, famous

at that time in law, in trade, in scholarship, and in

religion. How crushing the demonstration seemed

against the handful of men and women with no ac-

knowledged influence or reputation, at whom it was

aimed! I need not remind you that the Fugitive

Slave law is no more, and that Boston is now build-

ing monuments and statues to the men whom that

address was to annihilate. Nor need I add that the

descendants of the signers are too filial to parade that

roll of shame. It maybe that a quarter of a century

hence, when women are enfranchised, the descend-

ants of our remonstrants will remember to forget the

protest of to-day. We are not disturbed that the

president of Harvard College labors for our defeat.

Perhaps his instinct recognizes the movement that

is yet to revolutionize and regenerate the venerable

university which he controls. Many noble women

have added to its endowments, but its doors are too

narrow to admit the sex. It is a sufficient commen-

tary to say that the question of college morality

prevents many parents from trusting their boys to

the temptations which the educational conditions of

Cambridge present to-day. Who doubts that the

dangers will be lessened when the sisters take their

rightful places at their brothers' side ? We acknowl-

edge only encouragement at the hostile consideration

we have aroused. It demonstrates that our move-

ment has passed the epoch of contempt, and is

deemed important enough to justify this opposi-

tion. It is too late. Over or through these genteel

barriers, the goal will be reached. As long as the

Legislature of Massachusetts continues to assemble

and equal suffrage is refused, so long shallwe con-

tinue to sit at your gates with our petitions, invoking

for our sacred cause, in the famous words of Abraham

Lincoln, 'the considerate judgment of mankind and

the gracious favor of Almighty God. "
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CORRESPONDENCE.

A CHINESE QUESTION.

Editors of The Index:-

Acaseofexceptional interest, upon which it would

seem that fair-minded people could look but in one

way, and yet which has raised much excitement and

dispute in San Francisco, is now passing through the

California courts. Its decision is ofmuch importance

for the Chinese in California; and it is gratifying to

know that the legal decisions, thus far, are all in

favor of what is manifestly the side of right and jus-

tice, and that there is little doubt that these decisions

will be sustained by the higher courts. The case

concerns a Chinese child, named Mamie Tape, who

was born in San Francisco, where her parents have

lived for fifteen years. It is admitted that her father

is ahouseholder and tax-payer. It is admitted that

Mamie Tape is a child of good habits, good charac-

ter, and good health; that her playmates are the

American children in her neighborhood, that she is

dressed like white children of her station in life, that

the language used by the family in their home is the

English language. She applied to the principal of

the Spring Valley Primary School, Miss Jennie M. A.

Hurley, to be enrolled as a pupil in that school, being

the school nearest her residence; and, though the

accommodations are ample and the school is not

full, she was denied admission, solely because she

was of Chinese descent. And the principal of the

school seems to be sustained in her position by Mr.

Moulder, the superintendent of the public schools of

the city and county of San Francisco.

The attorneys for Mamie Tape in this interesting

case, which is likely to become a much quoted prece-

dent, are William F. Gibson and Sheldon G. Kellogg ;

and we have received a printed copy of the "points

and authorities" with which they appeal to the Su-

preme Court of the State. It is a pamphlet of con-

siderable size, and the points are argued with unusual

thoroughness and acuteness. The positions taken,

and, it seems to us, fully sustained, are that Mamie

Tape is a citizen, both of the United States and the

State of California; that she is entitled to admission

to this particular school, both under the Constitution

and the laws of California; that, even if she had been

born in China, she would still be entitled to admis-

sion to the public schools, under Article 6 of the

Burlingame Treaty, which provides that Chinese sub-

jects visiting or residing in the United States, like

citizens of the United States residing in China, "shall

enjoy the same privileges, immunities, and exemp-

tions, in respect to travel or residence, as may there be

enjoyed by the citizens or subjects of the most favored

nation"; and, finally, that denial of the child's ad-

mission to the public schools by the State would be

in clear contravention of the Fourteenth Amendment

to the Constitution of the United States.

"In the court below," conclude the attorneys for

the child, "counsel for appellants attempted to justify

the exclusion of Mamie Tape as an exercise of the

police power of the State. The police power of a

State cannot, as we have seen, be directed against a

race as a race, but is used against particular persson

or practices , in the interests of the public health and

public morals. By the allegations of the petition,

Mamie) Tape is unobjectionable as to health and

morals, and the sole reason for denying her applica-

tion is on the ground of race, or color.

"Any consideration of policy may be out of place

in a strictly legal argument. We will, however, say

that this child and her parents are permanently in

the State. It is for the interest of the State that she

shall be educated. To deny to persons within our

boundaries educational advantages is only to increase

ignorance and crime. The questionunder considera-

tion has no connection whatever with the policy of

the restriction of Chinese immigration.

"Is it not strange that this little girl, who con-

forms and whose parents conform so fully to the

requirements of Christian and American civiliza-

tion, is denied admission to our schools ? When

the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amend-

ments to the Constitution were adopted, it was

universally believed that equality of right before

the law for all American citizens had been secured ,

and that once and for all time all discriminations

on account of race or color had been prohibited.

Long before these Amendments, the wisest and

most enlightened of our citizens believed such dis-

criminations to be impolitic and unjust. By their

adoption, our country placed herself in full har-

mony with the spirit of the age. Shall California,

the freest, the most liberal, and in many respects the

most enlightened of American commonwealths, now

give the signal for retreat? In the light of her laws,

in the light of the Fourteenth Amendment, which she

helped to adopt, in the light of her liberal and edu-

cated public sentiment, shall she not rather march

forward in the plain path of wise policy and eternal

justice?"

OLD THEOLOGY.*

Editors of The Index:-

E. D. M.

The author of this volume regards mankind as liv-

ing in a kind of waking dream, or material, temporal

state away from God; that matter is produced by the

soul through its material thought; and that God

alone is Substance, compared with whom the soul of

man is shadow. Just as darkness must always repre-

sent the absence of light, so matter represents the

absence of spirit; and the material universe is re-

garded not as the creation of God, but as a product

of the spiritual life whichGod created.

Although the ideas of the author are diametrically

opposed to the philosophy of Locke, who considers

all matter to be substance, Dr. Arens would cer-

tainly agree with Locke in what the latter says with

regard to prejudices and opposition to new doctrines :

namely, "He that is strongly of any opinion must

that his persuasion is built upon goodsuppose ...

grounds, and that his assent is no greater than what

the evidence of the truth he holds forces him to....

Now if, after all his profession,he cannot bear any

opposition to his opinion, if he cannot give a patient

hearing, much less examine and weigh the arguments

on the other side, does he not plainly confess it is

prejudice that governs him ? "

"The imputation of novelty is a terrible charge

among those who judge of men's heads, as theydo

of their perukes, by the fashion, and allow none to

be right but the received doctrines. Truth scarce

ever yet carried it by vote anywhere at its first ap-

pearance : new opinions are always suspected, and

usually opposed, without any other reason but be-

cause they are not already common."

Now, although one would scarcely look for "nov-

elty" in Old Theology, yet, according to the writer,

the original science has been so long in disuse that it

is quite new to the present generation. Therefore , we

may expect to find it encountering opposition, either

in the form of argument, ridicule, or indifference .

Dr. Arens justly says that, if one man calls five and

five fifteen, while another stoutly maintains that

their sum is only twelve, both cannot be right. In

fact, neither is. So, likewise, when one religious

teacher says, "This is the way!" and another in

direct opposition cries, "Lo, here !" and yet another,

"Lo, there!" surely not more than one is right, and

possibly all are wrong.

The author presents his understanding of immortal

truth in contradiction to the existing opinions and

beliefs regarding it, and invites the attention of the

thinking world. He does not claim to be the origi-

nator of this doctrine, which he says Jesus and the

apostles preached and applied to the casting out of

devils and to the healing of the sick, and of which

there have been advocates from that time to the pres-

ent. He merely stands as the more advanced expo-

nent of an eternal truth that he is confident will rev-

olutionize the world. He is a firm believer in the

authenticity of Scripture, but holds that its spiritual

truths are necessarily clad in a material garb, and

that men in general recognize the latter only,-pay

regard to the "letter that killeth," and do not discern

the "Spirit that giveth life" on account of their ma-

teriality, since spiritual things must be spiritually

discerned. Objections are anticipated, and to the

doubter he says: "I can demonstrate my interpreta-

tion." "How ?" "By healing the sick. " And, in

confirmation of his statement, he gives several pages

of testimonials from invalids restored to health with-

out medicine and independent of faith on their part,

but simply through Old Theology, or the understand-

ing of God which the healer himself possesses.

The book expounds an essentially new philosophy

* Old Theology in its Application to the Healing of the

Sick, the Redemption of Manfrom the Bondage of Sin and

Death, and his Restoration to an Everlasting Life. Vol. I.

By E. J. Arens. Boston: Alfred Mudge & Son, printers .
1884.

-or theology-as we have said, and furnishes very

entertaining reading; and, while it has yet to win a

recognized place in the world of metaphysics, it is

evidently the work of an honest, earnest, conscien-

tious worker.

D. O. S. LOWELL.

BOOK NOTICES .

HOW SUCCESS IS WON. "Little Biographies," Third

Series. By Mrs. Sarah K. Bolton. Boston: D. Lo-

throp & Co. , Franklin and Hawley Streets. pp.

245. Price $1.00.

The men selected by Mrs. Bolton as examples of

"how success is won" are Peter Cooper, John B.

Gough, John G. Whittier, John Wanamaker, Henry

M. Stanley, Johns Hopkins, William M. Hunt, Elias

Howe, Alexander H. Stephens, Thomas A. Edison,

Dr. William T. G. Morton, and Rev. J. H. Vincent,-

twelve in number, comprising the pursuits of manu-

facturers, lecturers, poets, artists, merchants, explor-

ers, inventors, statesmen, discoverers, and preachers.

Each brief biography is accompanied by an excellent

portrait of its subject. The author has the knack of

bringing into prominence briefly all the salient points

in the characters portrayed, andby a few rapid strokes

of her pen gives her readers a forceful and recogniza-

ble summary of the social and domestic qualities of

each of her representative successful men. No read-

ing can be more helpful to the young than biogra-

phies like these, which do not tire by their length,

and which, written in a lively and interesting style,

are sure to arrest the attention and awaken the ambi-

tion ofeven the least thoughtful of heryoung readers .

ALDORNERE, and Two Other Pennsylvanian Idyls .

Together with Minor Poems. By HowardWorces-

ter Gilbert. Boston: IndexAssociation. 1885.

Of the poems in this book of one hundred and forty

pages, the first three are of considerable length, and

consist of romantic tales of Pennsylvania life, en-

title drespectively "Aldornere," "Mary Craven," and

"Wyndham." Mr. Gilbert, whose name is familiar

to the readers of The Index through his occasional

contributions both in poetry and prose, seems to be

an ardent and genuine lover of Nature in all her

aspects . There is wafted through all his poems the

breezy odor of simple, natural, and delightful out-of-

door life . Many of the minor poems celebrate the

beauty and rehearse the virtues of such well-known

flowers as the daisy, trailing arbutus, fringed gentian,

Jack-in-the-pulpit, and sweet-scented life-everlasting.

There are also poems "To a Sky-lark," "To a Hermit-

thrush," and "To a Robin." The author's sympathy

with free and rational thought is evidenced in his

poems on Charles C. Burleigh, Parker Pillsbury, and

Charles F. Hovey. The finest poems of the volume,

in our opinion, are "Niagara" and "Isis ."

WHO would not "be a child again," if such rich

treasures of literature and knowledge were open to

him as are open to the children of this generation in

Wide Awake, and also in other magazines devoted to

teaching"the young idea how to shoot" ? The March

number of Wide Awake shows no falling off from pre-

vious issues in the quantity or quality of its illustra-

tions, stories, poems, or instructive articles. Rev.

E. E. Hale, Sarah W. Whitman, Mrs. Jessie Benton

Fremont, Rose Kingsley, Ernest Ingersoll, Susan

Coolidge, Yan Phou Lee, and Charles Egbert Crad-

dock are among the contributors for this month.

In view of the recent inauguration of President

Cleveland, the handsome frontispiece picture in the

St. Nicholas for March of "The Inauguration of Presi-

dent Garfield" is very interesting. Edmond Alton,

in his series of papers "Among the Law-makers,"

gives an interesting description of this event. One

of the most interesting of the articles is Lieut.

Fred. Schwatka's " Children of the Cold," which has

eight illustrations descriptive of Eskimo child-life .

J. T. Trowbridge, E. P. Roe, and Celia Thaxter have

contributed to this number. Sold by Cupples &

Upham, Old Corner Bookstore.

MORE of us do harm by groping along the pave-

ment with blind hands for the beggar's brass coin

than do folly by clutching at the stars "from the

misty mountain-top." And, if the would-be star-

catchers catch nothing, they keep at least clean fin-

gers.-Elizabeth B. Browning.
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Guizot's

CELEBRATED HISTORY of FRANCE,from the Earliest

Times to 1848. By M. GUIZOT, Prime Minister of France, continued

from his notes, by his daughter, MME. GUIZOT DE WITT. Complete
in 8 vols. , small octavo,

largetype,boundinfine426 Fine Illustrations

Also a CHEAPER EDITION, just issued, in cloth, beveled boards, gilt tops. Per set, $8.00; postage $1.20.

8 volumes, large 12mo., with 64 Fine Illustrations, otherwise the same

contents as the other edition. Paper, press-work and binding all first-

class. Bound in fine cloth ; price of the set, $5.00; postage 60 cents.

This is the only complete American edition of this magnificent work,

$36.00 which is known as thebest popularhistory ofFrance. The
cost of the imported edition,withith substantially

$36.00, and the cost of

France
" In style of cover, firmness of binding, quality of letter-

the same illustrations is Reduced to $5.00
press, affiuence of illustration, and lowness of price, this edition of one

of the noblest historical works in existence, is one of the mostremark-

the only other American edition (which is incomplete, coming able publications now offered to the public. "- Star, Dover, N. H.

down to, and NOT including even the French Revolution,
Seven Great Monarchies

and of course not the wars of Napoleon) is at the time of this

announcement $33.00, while THIS is commonly considered of the Ancient Eastern World. By GEO. RAWLINSON.

the BEST for the library.

" The matchless brilliancy of Guizot's style, his graphic de-

scriptions of men and events, his painstaking minuteness of detail,

the lucidity and ease of his style and the admirable philosophic re-

flections, all combine to render it worthy of the description it bears

as themost popular history of France. It is as fascinating asa novel,

and as life-like as a theatrical representation of the events andper-

sonages it describes. How the setcanbe sold for that price remains,

aftermuchreflection, a mystery, for the work is not shamwork, it is

well done; altogether it is a marvel of cheapness. Mr.Aldenhasdone
much for the cause of good literature, but nothing better that this."

-Daily Times , Buffalo, N. Y.

" It is far the best history of France that has been written.

It is a wonder of cheapness."-Christian Advocate, Richmond, Va.

"What Victor Hugo is in fiction, Cousin in philosophy,

Guizot is in history. Among Frenchmen he had but few peers. "-

Christian Leader, Boston, Mass.

" Such a history, by such a writer, and at such a price,

should gain readers by the thousand. "-Churchman, Richmond, Va.

COUPON
This Coupon will be received in lieu of 25 cents cash, toward the

priceofeither workabove named, ifsent within10daysfromdate

25 CENTS. of this paper(give name of paper). This offer is to secure your
PROMPT response and indicate the paying advertising mediums.

on reasonable evidence of good faith.

Chaldea, Assyria, Babylon, Media, Persia, Parthia, and New Persian

Empire. In three large 12mo, volumes, large type, with notes, index,

and over 700 illustrations and maps, bound in fine cloth, gilt tops. Price

reduced from $18.00, to $3.00; postage 42 cents extra.

"No better specimens of book-publishing could be desired than the

volumes of Rawlinson and Guizot which Mr. Alden has issued. " The

Mail, Toronto, Canada.

TRACTS.

No. 1.-Truths for the Times, byF. E.
Abbot, contains the "Fifty Affirmations"

and"Modern Principles." This especially

has received great commendation from

most distinguished men for the logical

clearness of its statements. New Edition.

Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1.00

No. 2.-Fear of the LivingGod, by O. В.

Frothingham, exposes thedebasing char-

acter of the popular notions ofGod, and

presents conceptions of him that are wor-

thy of the nineteenth century. New edi-

tion. Price 5 cents; 12 copies,50 cents .

No. 3.-Lecture on the Bible, by the Rev.

Charles Voysey, of England, is an over

whelmingdemonstration of the imperfec-

tions and errors of the Bible, both in the

Old and the New Testaments. New Edi-

tion. Price 10 cents; 12 copies , $1.00.

No. 4.-Christian Propagandism, byF.

E. Abbot, is an exposure of the weakness,
costliness, and inefficiency of the System

of Foreign Missions. Full of Figures,

Facts,and Interesting Extracts. Price 10
cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

No. 5.-"God in the Constitution," by

Rev. Arthur B. Bradford, opposes the

proposed Theological Amendment to the

United States Constitution. Price10cents;

12 copies, $1.00.

No. 6.--"The Sabbath," by Parker Pills-
bury,denounces Sabbatarian superstition.
New Edition. Price 10 cents; 12 copies ,
$1.00.

" Then there is Guizot's admirable and fascinating ' History

ofFrance,' in eight nicely made and well illustrated volumes, with

good print and gilt tops. But, in our judgment, the best bargain of

all is his three-volume edition of Rawlinson's notable work, 'The No. 7.-"Compulsory Education," by
Seven Great Monarchies.' Professor Rawlinson has no equal as a

historian of the ancient Eastern Empires to which he here introduces

us. We stand far back at the beginnings of history, and those strange

Oriental peoples, and their habits and customs, their lives and deeds,

transpire before our very eyes. At his magical touch the dead arise

and recount the story of their time. These books are full of illustra-

tions which illumine the text. They are well-made, thick books, on

good paper, with good maps, and gilt tops. Once, these volumes,-the

sametext, maps, and illustrations -sold for $18. "-Golden Rule, Boston.

100-PAGE CATALOGUE sent free. The best lit-

erature of the world at the lowest prices ever known. Books

sent for EXAMINATION BEFORE PAYMENT

Address JOHN B. ALDEN, Publisher. 293 Pearl Street, New York

H. T. MARSHALL'S J. HART & CO.,
PATENT

ADJUSTABLE

LACE

CONGRESS

MARSH
ALL'S

PAT.
MAY13,1884.

Is easily adjusted to fit any instep or ankle at

any time, and will not uncomfortably draw

the ankle, like ordinary congress. It has the

stylish appearance of a lace boot and all the
convenience of any congress in putting on or

offthe foot. Marshall's Pat. Pat'd May 13,

1884, woven in the front strap or stamped on

the shank of each shoe. If your dealer does

notkeepthem, send postal for directions how

toget them to the Patentee and Manufacturer

ofMen's, Boys' , and Youth's Fine Boots and

Shoes. Tennis Shoe for Ladies and Gents a

specialty. H. T. MARSHALL,

BROCKTON, MASS.

2,000

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa.

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points in Europe. Agency

for the American Line of Steamers .

The following examples are from the so-
called"TwelveGreat Pictures ofthe World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI ;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;
Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; AS-

sumption of the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans-

figuration, RAPHAEL; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL; HolyNight, CORREGGIO; Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO ; De-

scentfromthe Cross, RUBENS; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

willbesent bymail on receipt of $2.40; or
anyoneormoreat 20 cts. each (with Cata-
loguewhendesired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455Jackson Street,Milwaukee, Wis

THE FREETHINKERS' MAGAZINE.

H. L. GREEN, Editor and Publisher.

SALAMANCA, N.Y.

Publishedbi-monthly. Single copies, 25

cents. $1.50 per year. The last number out

is a very valuable one. Send 25 cents in

postage stamps, and it will be forwarded to

you.

THE FREETHOUGHT DIRECTORY.

Mr. GREEN is preparing a FREETHOUGHT

DIRECTORY in which he desires to publish
the name and address of every outspoken

Freethinker in the United States andCan-
ada. Send your name and address and five

two-cent postage stamps, and they will ap-

pearinthe DIRECTORY. Address
H. L. GREEN, Salamanca, N.Y.

Fine Cabinet Photographs

Charles Darwin,

Prof. Huxley,

OF

Prof. Tyndall,

John Fiske,

Herbert Spencer,

R. W. Emerson,

H. W. Longfellow,

Charles Sumner,

Wendell Phillips,

W. L. Garrison,

Theodore Parker,

Geo. Jacob Holyoake,

FelixA

M.Cornell UnivLib

0.W
3170F

be,

PUBLICATIONS

OF THE

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION.

Freedomand Fellowship inReligion.

Avolume of ten essays upon speculative

and practical problems of religion, by

D.A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow, Samuel

Johnson, John Weiss, W. J. Potter, F. E.

Abbot, O. B. Frothingham, J. W. Chad-
wick, T. W. Higginson, and Mrs. E. D.

Cheney, and extracts from Addresses by

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

Robert Dale Owen, Dr. Bartol, Wendell

Phillips, Rabbi Wise, Horace Seaver, A.B.

Alcott, Lucy Stone, Charles H. Malcom,

JuliaWard Howe, and others,-all given

on the platform of the Free Religious As-
sociation . Price (reduced)$1.50.

Reports of Annual Conventions of

Free Religious Association, from

1872 to 1879 inclusive. These contain es-

says and addresses by the various dis-

tinguished men and women who have

spoken on the Free Religious platform,

together with yearly reports of the Exec-

utive Committee. 10 cts. each.

TRACTS .

I. Taxation of Church Property, by

James Parton. 5 cts.; ten, 30 cts.;

onehundred, $1.50.

II. The Bible and Science,by John Weiss.

III. The Sympathy of Religions, by T. W.

Higginson. Enlarged edition.

IV. Transcendentalism , by Theodore

Parker. Neverbefore published.

F. E. Abbot, maintains the right of every

child to be educated, and the duty of the

State to ensure it an education. Price 5

cents; 12 copies,50 cents.

No. 8.-The Present Heaven, by O. B.
Frothingham, treats of a subject that in-

terests everybody. New Edition. Price 5

cents; 12 copies, 50cents.

V. The Public School Question, as under-

stood by a Catholic American citi-
zen(Bishop McQuaid) and by a Lib-

eral American citizen (F. E. Abbot).

No. 9. The Christian Amendment,by

F. E. Abbot, shows the dangerous charac

ter of the attempt to interpolate the Eaап-

gelical Christian Creed in the U. S. Consti-

tution. Price 5 cents , 12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 10. The Impeachment of Chris-

tianity, by F. E. Abbot. Sixth Ten Thou-

sand. Sentforfree distribution to any one

who will distribute it, in packages of from

five to one hundred copies.

VI. How Shall We Keep Sunday ? An An-

swer in FourParts: 1. Sunday in the

Bible. 2. Sundayin ChurchHistory.

3. SundayintheMassachusettsLaws.
4. The Workingman's Sunday. By

Charles K. Whipple, Minot J. Savage,

Charles E. Pratt, and Wm. C. Gan-
nett.

VII. Evolution and Religion, byJohn Fiske.

5cts.; ten,35cts.; one hundred,$2.00.

J. G. Whittier,
Nos. II., III ., IV. , V. , VI., 10cts. each; ten,

Geo. Wm. Curtis, 60cts.; one hundred, $3.00.

are for sale at this office at 50 cents each,

and will be sent by mail to any address on
receipt of price.

Address
THE INDEX,

44Boylston St.,Boston,Mass.

No. 11.-The God of Science,byF. E.Ab-

bot, attempts to show the real influence

of modern science upon the idea ofGod.

Price 10cents; 12 copies,$1.00.

No. 12.-Is Romanism Real Christian-

ity? Two essays by Francis W. Newman

and F.E.Abbot. Price 10cents; 12 copies,
$1.00.

Reason andRevelation,byW. J. Potter.

5cts.; ten,30cts.; onehundred, $1.50.

Address

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION,

44Boylston Street,BostonMass.

No. 13.-On the Vision of Heaven, by

Prof. F. W. Newman, of England, analyzes

the Christian conception ofHeaven. Price

5 cents; 12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 14.-A Study of Religion : The

Name and the Thing, by F. E. Abbot,

attempts to show that the popular deriva-

tionof thewordReligion is incorrect; that

thepopular conceptions of Religion itself

are inadequate; andthat a new conception

of it, based on the Lawof Evolution, con-

sistent with absolute Freedom of Thought,

and independent even of belief inGod, is

the necessary condition of the perpetuity

of Religion among men. Price 10 cents;

12 copies , $1.00.

No. 15.- The Battle of Syracuse. Two

Essays by Rev. James Freeman Clarke,

D.D. , and F. E. Abbot discussing the

Authority of Christianity. Price 10 cents;

12 copies for $1.00.

Address THE INDEX,

44 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass .

EVOLUTION IN ITS RELATIONS

TO EVANGELICAL RELIG-

ION. Addresses of B. F. UNDERWOOD,

Prof. P. A. CHADBOURNE, and Prof. ASA

GRAY at a meeting of the "Evangelical

Alliance" held in Boston, Sept. 10, 1882.

5cts.

Vs.NATURALISM SUPERNAT-

URALISM. By B. F. UNDERWOOD.

10cts .

WHAT KIND OF MORALITY

DID JESUS AND THE APOS-

TLES TEACH? By F. M. HOL

LAND. 5 cts .

GOD OR THE GALILEAN? By

FELIX L. OSWALD. 5 cts.

THE SCIENTIFIC AND META-
IN

PHYSICAL METHODS

PHILOSOPHY. By LEWIS G.

JANES. 5 cts.

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY.

By WILLIAM FREY. 15 cts.

AN AGNOSTIC VIEW OF THE

DOCTRINE OF VICARIOUS

ATONEMENT. By W. H. SPENCER.

5cts.

AGNOSTICISM AND RELIGION.

By W. H. SPENCER. 5 cts.

Address THE INDEX, 44 Boylston Street,

Boston, Mass.
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MR. ROWLAND CONNOR,we see bya Michigan

paper, is having large audiences in his new church

at East Saginaw, and the interest in his able and

radical discourses is very marked.

THE Kansas and Nebraska papers make very

favorable mention, and some of them give good

abstract reports, of the lectures of Mr. C. D. B.

Mills, who has spoken recently at Omaha, Topeka,

Lawrence, Lincoln, and other places in the States

mentioned.

THE Catholic Review says that "it is fourteen

hundred years since Patrick preached Christ, not

from the lore of books, but 'from the signs of divin-

ity laid bare' to him by Christ Himself. Could

fable and dream have lasted so long ? Could

aught but truth survive such trials and so many

centuries ?" How about Buddha and the move-

ment he initiated several centuries before "Patrick

preached Christ" and before "Christ Himself"

preached ? Our contemporary would do well,

too, to give a thought to Mohammed and the

religion he founded, with its 200,000,000 adher-

ents. "Could fable and dream have lasted so

long?"

We were pleased to receive last week the Radi-

cal Review of March 15, the only number issued

since Nov. 8, 1884; but we regret that there is no

prospect of the continued publication of this able

and honest journal. The Liberals of the country

should not have allowed one of their best papers to

be reduced to a financial condition compelling it

to suspend publication. Mr. and Mrs. Schumm

have kept the character of the Radical Review

high; and their good service to the liberal cause

is appreciated, and will be gratefully remembered

by many friends. The editors say that there is

just a possibility that some action may be taken to

place the paper on a solid basis, and thus secure

its regular publication. We hope this possibility

will soon become a probability, and that the prob-

ability will rapidly develop into a certainty.

THE petition that Harvard undergraduates over

twenty-one years of age be permitted to exercise

their option as to attending morning prayers at the

college, and that those under that age be governed

by the option of their parents, has been rejected

by the Corporation. A yearly extension is given

to the elective system in the choice of studies, but

no choice of time and place of prayer can be al-

lowed! This compulsory attendance on morning

prayer is in principle the same as compulsory par-

ticipation in religious exercises. Its requirement

indicates narrowness and illiberality on the part of

the Harvard authorities. Their course is not one

that will inspire the students with reverence, nor

will it increase confidence in the duty and utility

of praying. The injustice of the rule and the

humiliation of submitting to it will rather tend to

make them regard prayers with contempt. Refer-

ring to the rejection of the petition, the Nation re-

marks : "The President and Fellows unluckily do

not give their reasons ; but the only creditable

reasons must be either the belief that God is

pleased with the presence in a chapel or church of

unwilling, irritated, and irreverent worshippers,

brought thither by the fear of temporal punish-

ment, and does not mind the set against all relig-

ionwhich such a process is very apt to give young |

men, or the belief that a man is benefited by

being present in any place in which prayers are

being offered, no matter in what state of mind he

maybe, and no matter what agency has brought
him there. But neither of these reasons is modern,

or, if we may make a bull, rational."

We have received from the author, it is pre-

sumed-a copy of a circular issued at Chicago "To

Tramps, the Unemployed, the Disinherited, and

the Miserable." It is by a woman, and certainly

the most revolutionary and sanguinary document

that has reached this office. It is written from

a moral stand-point far below that of "tramps" ;

and, since it cannot command their respect, it is

not likely to influence those of a class who, what-

ever outrages they commit, never attempt to justify

them on moral grounds. We quote the conclud-

ing portion of the circular : "Stroll you down the

avenues of the rich, and look through the magnifi-

cent plate windows into their voluptuous homes,

and here you will discover the very identical robbers

who have despoiled you and yours. Then let your

tragedy be enacted here ! Awaken them from

their wanton sports at your expense ! Send forth

your petition, and let them read it by the red

glare of destruction. Thus, when you cast 'one

long, lingering look behind,' you can be assured

that you have spoken to these robbers in the only

language which they have ever been able to un-

derstand; for they have never yet deigned to

notice any petition from their slaves that they

were not compelled to read by the red glareburst-

ing from the cannons' mouths, or that was not

handed to them upon the point of the sword.

You need no organization, whenyou make up your

mind to present this kind of petition. In fact,

an organization would be a detriment to you; but,

each of you hungry tramps who read these lines,

❘

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

avail yourselves of those little methods of warfare

which science has paced in the hands of the poor

man, and you will become a power in this or any

other land. Learn the use of explosives ! " How

the destruction of life and property would revive

business, increase the demand for labor, and raise

wages, the circular does not state. Its writer does

not seem to understand even that the security of

life and property is one of the primary conditions

of civilization, and that, in proportion as this is

imperilled, we return to a state in which industrial

pursuits are impossible, in which might is the rule

of right, and war is the chief business of life.

The social contrasts presented by the extremes of

wealth and luxury, on the one hand, and of poverty

and wretchedness, on the other, are indeed painful

to contemplate. How to secure a more equitable

distribution of labor's products, and to equalize the

opportunities for success in life, are problems

worthy the serious thought they are receiving

from many of the broadest and best thinkers; but

these are problems to be solved by thought, notby

explosions of dynamite. And the needed reforms

must come by agitation, education, and the exer-

cise of the franchise, the methods of civilization,

and not by individuals, each acting as judge and

executioner, condemning andkilling men because

they are rich, and destroying property because

they themselves have none.

THE movement for the disestablishment of the

English Church, which aims, not merely to prevent

the Church receiving further State recognition, but

to disendow it of some of its accumulation from

past public and private bequests, is fast gaining

strength. The cost of education presses heavily

upon the people; and they listen with approval to

the proposition that some of the large estates

which have been accumulated by the Church be

thrown into a common educational fund, the in-

terest and revenue therefrom to be applied to the

cost of national education. The advocates of dis-

endowment point to statements like the following

from Lord Chief Justice Coleridge: " If men give

property to the Church, and the Church takes it,

the property is given and taken subject to State

control, on State terms, upon conditions laid down

from time to time by the State, and liable to be

altered by the power which has laid them down.

Ifmendispute or deny this, and talk of the sacred-

ness of church property and of the sacrilege of

State interference with the conditions on which it

is held, I do not understand the construction of

such minds." This measure is likely to have the

support of the working classes. Says the Ottawa

Free Press : "Those who know how officious the

rural clergy of the State Church were in frowning

down and seeking to stamp out the farm laborers'

movement when started byJoseph Arch, and who

remember also that a bishop of the State Church

publicly declared that Arch ought to be ducked in

a horse pond, will not be surprised if the newly

enfranchised farm laborers should revenge them-

selves in the manner suggested by disestablishing

and disendowing the State Church." The ultimate

success of this movement is reasonably certain.
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A REVIVED DEBATE.

An interesting and vigorous discussion has been

going on in recent numbers of the Christian Regis

ter between Mr. F. E. Abbot on one side and the

editor and James Freeman Clarke on the other,

with regard to the theological significance of the

Preamble and Constitution of the National Uni-

tarian Conference. The discussion arose from a

criticism which the editor of the Register made

against a portion of Mr. Abbot's address on "The

Intellectual System of Liberalism," printed in The

Index of January 1, the present year. The Regis

ter article in general was highly appreciative and

eulogistic of the address, but took exception to its

statements that "the organic idea of Christianity

is that the human race is to be governed by a

divinely appointed Christ or king," and that the

Roman Catholic Church has been the one specially

logical form of the Christian system. As against

these statements, it pointed to the practical brother-

hood and democratic character of the primitive

Christian churches, and to the republican organi-

zation of New England Congregationalism as a

new recognition of the primitive type of a Chris-

tian church.

To this criticism, Mr. Abbot replied (Christian

Register, February 5) that he was looking on

"Christianity as a whole," and not at "two or three

isolated facts" merely; that "whoever views Chris-

tianity as one vast organism of strictly historical

growth, as a natural product of historical forces

which has developed in strict accordance with the

laws of all historical evolution, will find it impossi-

ble to view Catholicism otherwise than as the

historical maturity of the primitive Christian

Church, and New England Congregationalism as a

very small and exceptional fact in the history of

the Christian Church in its organic totality." But,

as showing how all forms of Christianity, even

when not so strictly logical as Catholicism, and

though professedly liberal, do yet adhere to the

germinal ideaof "the royaltyof Jesus," Mr. Abbot

wenton to quote from the Preamble to the Consti-

tution of the National Unitarian Conference, to

prove that the advanced Unitarian denomination

had planted itself on that same idea. This, as

he says, made the very gist of the discussion at

the Syracuse session of the Conference, when an

attempt, which he himself led, to amend the Pre-

amble in the interest of abroader statement failed;

and, by the consequent retention of the confession

of the "Lordship and Kingship" of Jesus, he and

others were excluded from the Conference. In

this part of his reply, he referred to some recent

public statements of Mr. Clarke (who was also one

of the foremost in that debate), which implied that

the Conference had never taken any action that

excluded its heretics, that it allowed them full

liberty, and that it was the mission of Unitarian-

ism to show the reconciliation of Christianity with

absolute freedom of thought. Mr. Abbot, on the

contrary, points to the Syracuse Conference as

excluding a number of its members, because it

"adopted the royalty of Jesus as its basis of

union."

In the same number of the Register, the editor

makes an elaborate and scholarly reply to Mr.

Abbot's article, devoting himself mainly to main-

taining the thesis that the Catholic Church, es-

pecially of the Middle Ages, is a corruption of

Christianity, and that the organic idea of the Chris-

tian religion, as shown in the primitive Christian

organizations, and in the growth of Protestantism,

has never naturally developed into a despotic

monarchy, but rather into democracy and brother-

hood. As to the assertion that the National Uni-

tarian Conference has based itself on the idea of

"the royalty of Jesus," he is disposed, remember-

ing how far from anything monarchical Unitarian-

ism is in its organizations, to laugh at it, and

declares the use, in the much discussed Preamble

of the phrases, "the Lord Jesus Christ" and "the

Kingdom of His Son," to be "simply, purely, meta-

phorical."

There the debate rested until the Register's

issue of February 19. In that number, the three

disputants appear together. Dr. Clarke replies

to Mr. Abbot's criticism of his statements. Mr.

Abbot replies to the Register's elaborate editorial

defence of its first article. The Register replies

again to Mr. Abbot's reply.

The main point in Dr. Clarke's article is that

Mr. Abbot and his friends were not excluded by

any action of the Conference, but excluded them-

selves from its fellowship by a wrong interpreta-

tion of its action. Speaking for the majority, he

says, "We were sorry that he felt obliged to part

company with us, and we saw no good reason why

he and his friends should leave our body." In

support of this view, he urges that "the clause in

question was not adopted with the purpose of ex-

cluding heretics, but of expressing loyalty to

Jesus as leader and teacher" ; that "the object of

the Preamble was to say distinctly, but simply,

'We claim to be Christians and followers of

Christ'"; that there are many senses in which

Jesus may be called king, and that the Confer-

ence left each member free to elect his own sense

for that appellation; and that it was also dis-

tinctly affirmed that "those to whom the phrase

was repugnant were not bound by it." (As re-

gards the Syracuse Conference, Dr. Clarke is mis-

taken as to there having been any such affirmation

made by the Conference.)

In his reply to the Register, Mr. Abbot asks the

question whether the Preamble, after all, is only

a metaphor, and urges, with earnest feeling as

well as good reason, that it cannot be possible

that all this long and persistent debate, this sun-

dering of cherished ties and breaking of fellow-

ships, originated in a simple difference of judg-

ment on a mere matter of rhetoric. In further

elucidation of his views, he argues that the royalty

of Jesus, though it may not, in all Christian sects,

have a visible representative head, as in the Roman

Catholic Church, yet is, nevertheless, recognized

in all; that "allegiance to Jesus as Lord and

King always has been, and is still, the universally

accepted test of membership in the Christian

Church" ; and that the theological phrases in the

Preamble were a form of this habitual recogni-

tion, or what Dr. Hedge calls the Christian Con-

fession, that is, "the confession of Christ as

divinely human Master and Head."

The Register's rejoinder to Mr. Abbot insists

that the chief issue between them grew out

of the assertion of the latter, that "the organic

law of Christianity is monarchical " and its most

logical form of development "despotism," and

claims that Mr. Abbot's admission that many

Christian churches have existed under democratic

forms of government materially affects the accu-

racy of this assertion. As to the phrases of roy-

alty applied to Jesus, the Register defends itself

for calling them metaphorical, and classes them

with various other titles given to Jesus in the

New Testament, as "Lamb of God," "Chief Cor-

ner-stone," "Saviour," "High Priest," etc.,-with

reference to all which it says that "it was inevita-

ble that the moral and spiritual pre-eminence of

Jesus should be recognized and expressed in re-

dundant language." The important distinction

which Mr. Abbot had made between a "visible

monarchical head" and "an invisible monarchical

head"-invisible, but still conceived as having

royal authority, which is the common Christian

conception concerning Jesus-the Register passes

by ; expresses, without hesitation, its own prefer-

ence to describe Jesus by such simple terms as

friend, helper, brother, rather than by resorting to

epithets of royalty; declares its entire acceptance

of "that lofty ideal of Christianity" which was

contained in Mr. Abbot's rejected amendment at

Syracuse, and thus gracefully retires from the

discussion.

We may here add that, while we have never

been able to adopt Mr. Abbot's view, at least with

such rigidity as he does, that the Roman Catholic

Church is the one specially legitimate and logical

product of the Christianity of the Gospels, we yet

think him entirely right in maintaining that the

application of terms of royalty toJesus has much

more than a metaphorical meaning. They are a

confession of Jesus as the Messiah, and were

meant to accord tohim a position of supernatural

kingly authority.

In the Register of March 12, Mr. Abbot returns

to the field with new vigor in a rejoinder to Dr.

Clarke. He attacks his antagonist in front, on the

flank, and in the rear, with merciless persistency.

No abstract can give an ideaof the logical strength

of this article. It must be read. Suffice it to

say that he sets out by asking Dr. Clarke, " Is it

true, as you maintain, that one who does not be-

lieve in the Royalty of Jesuscan innocently retain

membership in a conference which professes in the

forefront of its constitution to make that doctrine

the very foundation and raison d'être of its exist-

ence ?" He then goes on to say that it is not with

him a question, as Dr. Clarke hadimplied, of ac-

cepting the doctrine of the Kingship of Jesus in

some sense, as he himself might elect, but that he

rejects it in every sense. To quote his own em-

phatic words, he says, "I reject that creed, abso-

lutely and unconditionally, in every sense that can

be put upon or tortured into the words." He adds

that this is "from no want of rational reverence

for the character ofJesus," but because "the soul's

supreme allegiance of right belongs to that imper-

sonal, eternal, universal, and uncreated LAW OF HO-

LINESS which every man names, consciously or un-

consciously, when he calls God himself 'a holy

being. " Inquiring if it can indeed be possible

that Dr. Clarke should see "no good reason" why

he (Abbot) should have left the Conference, he

proceeds to awaken Dr. Clarke's perception of the

situation by an imaginary case. He asks Dr.

Clarke to imagine himself invited to a great coun-

cil of "all Christian churches," and that he accepts

in good faith, but finds, when the council organ-

izes, that it has put into its articles of organiza-

tion a stiff Trinitarian creed. Protesting in vain

against such a creed in the organic act of the

council, would not Dr. Clarke, as an honest man,

then feel compelled to withdraw from the council?

And would he not, in that case, honestly say that it

was the action of the council that excluded him ?

Having thrust home this pointed question, Mr.

Abbot assails successively the positions Dr. Clarke

had taken to show that he (Abbot) had not been

excluded from the National Conference by its ac-

tion, and easily shows their weakness, and finally

closes with this other question, "Do you now tell

me, in view of this whole letter, that I have a

moral right to be amemberof the National Uni-

tarian Conference ?"
To this question, Mr. Abbot requested a public

reply. The reply came from Dr. Clarke in the

Register of the following week (March 19), and is

so brief that we can give it entire. It is as fol-

lows :-

After carefully reading Mr. Abbot's letter in the

last number of the Register, I am obliged to admit
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that he did right in withdrawing from the Confer-

ence. His hostility to the platform of that body,

which I had supposed to be chiefly formal and logi-

cal, I now find, from his recent statements, was more

profound in its character. I see that, with his

views, he could not honestly be a member of the

Unitarian denomination, nor indeed of any Christian

body.

Dr. Clarke thus candidly and honorably sur-

renders. But what, then, becomes of his claim,

made in his address at the Unitarian Club, and so

constantly repeated by Unitarians, that "the mis-

sion of Unitarianism is to show men that the gos-

pelof Christ is on the side of the freest thought"?

"We have allowed," said Dr. Clarke, "our heretics

to think and say all they wished [and he meant,

presumably, without their being obliged to go out-

side to do it] ; and we are now prepared to go to

work together." But here is Mr. Abbot, who, he

admits, was obliged as anhonest man to withdraw

from the National Conference because of his

"views." Now, how could that be possible,-why

should his "views" be any bar to his membership,

-if the mission of Unitarianism were really to

reconcile Christianity with "the freest thought,"

and the National Conference were true to that

mission?

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

THE NEGRO IN GEORGIA.

Alawyer in Georgia, who once travelled all over

the State as a Baptist missionary, but who has

now adopted such advanced views as he finds very

few Southerners willing to express, writes thus :

"Whiskey is the greatest curse to the negro race

imaginable. We can never expect to better their

condition while they can get whiskey. They spend

...

latter socially recognize in the former, or suffer in

any manner a violation of these relations. Of

course, the white population of the South desire to

accord to the negroes all their political rights; and

wedo all in our power to that end. I know of no

exception to this statement. I have never known

anegro voter deprived of his political rights. If

it has ever been done in Georgia, I do not know

of it.... I but voice the sentiment of the whole

South, when I say that the universal desire down

here is that all sectional strife should cease, and

that sectional memories and hate and bitterness be

buried, where they belong, in the tombs of all past

blunders. We realize that the interests and pros-

perity and well-being of all our people are inter-

acting, interdependent, and correlated. The prog-

ress of one part of our country is dependent upon

that of the other, and to this fact we all give our

hearty acquiescence. We are always more than

willingto meet our Northern brethren on half-way

ground."

These general sentiments are such as Imust re-

echo cordially. I don't know that we have a right,

as a nation,to claim any more for the negro at the

South than that he should have full enjoyment

of all his rights of person and property, including

education and the suffrage. It is to protect such

rights that government exists. If the negro, as a

race, is ignorant and degraded, there is all the

more need that he should have special protection

against oppression. Such cases as that of a col-

ored man being imprisoned for several years, I

think in Mississippi, for marrying a white woman,

might properly receive notice in Congress. Nor

should the people of any State have permitted a

colored clergyman to be cruelly beaten with impu-

car. It belongs, of course, to the Southerners

themselves to right such wrongs; and it is quite

likely that they are less willing to do so than they

would be if no laws in advance of public opinion

had been inflicted upon them. Here, at the North,

however, the Civil Rights Law is not in advance

of public sentiment. If there is any feeling

against it, it is among people who are behind the

age. Our political freedom, industrial prosperity,

and moral safety all depend on our recognizing

each other as born free and equal. We cannot

afford to suffer any social distinctions to be made

on account of birth and race. Of course, gentle-

men and ladies will associate with each other

rather than with menials. But gentlemen and

ladies at the North ask no questions about each

other's color, and take no note of complexions, but

only of habits and tastes, in deciding who is

within their own circle. It is pleasant to remem-

ber that we have many colored gentlemen and

ladies who are in everyway worthy of the name.

Let us, here at the North, do our best to treat

them as such, and in due time the South must fol-

low our example.

such reference, and the original meaning is hinted

in some relations of the old Vedic and other

mythology. "To let the cat out of the bag" is an

expression that has like origin, and bears to the

belief in the witch, originally night, or a sinister

sprite of the darkness, then its representative

the black cat,-a belief by no means yet extinct

even among ourselves. "Devil take the hindmost"

has a clear ancestry in a known myth. The old

German, also Slavonic and Italian proverb, "Even

the black cow yields white milk," referring to the

birth of the alba, or the milky light from the dark

night, is of course thus of mythologic origin ; and

the expression that "cow's milk is poison to the

serpent," a proverb current in India, and I think

also found in the Western world, is probably from

the same source. Darkness, or night, was the

throttling serpent, widely so described in the East-

ern mythologies; and the dawn of day is fatal to

that. It often requires considerable study to get

the genesis, growth, and varying fortunes of a

proverb; and this, once ascertained, will illustrate

frequently an important chapter of history.

all their earnings for it; and, when they can't get❘nity for taking a seat among whites in a railroad

it any other way, they steal. The whiskey men

control them almost absolutely. When you

make the comparison of the two races, when you

look at them in their true relations, when you re-

member that the negro race are so illiterate and

degraded as a race, when you reflect that they are

almost universally our menial servants and but

recently our slaves, when you see their low grade

of intelligence, when you see their utter incapac-

ity for the suffrage or for any office or test of pub-

lic responsibility,-when you keep all these facts

inmind, and then imagine an attempt to put them

(the negroes) above the white population who

have the intelligence, the property, etc., of the

South, or at least, if not above, equal to the

whites, then, putting these two facts together, you

would see philosophically what a state of feeling

would be generated in the breasts of the whites

against them. The greatest harm ever done the

negroes of the South was the attempt to fasten

upon the white people the 'Civil Rights Law,' or,

in other words, the attempt to make the negroes

the social equals of the whites. At the time, it

created a feeling of bitterness against the negro

in the Southern heart that would never have ex-

isted, if that question had been let alone to adjust

itself in the process of time, as all such questions

must do.... Legislation can never substitute statu-

tory laws in the place of the uniform action and

force of natural social laws. The problem is best

let alone, and then only will it work out itself in a

satisfactory and wise manner. Every attempt made

to disturb the action and evolution of a natural so-

cial lawwill but result in failure, and will frustrate

the end aimed at. No legislation in the world

can transform a people's menial servants to their

social equals. Nor can legislation force the supe-

rior order or class of population to mix or mingle

in any manner with the inferior class. Only when,

through the slow process of evolution, the inferior

becomes in reality equal to the superior, will the

F. M. HOLLAND.

MYTHOLOG Y.

IX.

Resuming now the thread of inquiry that has

been for unavoidable reasons interrupted, I feel

impelled again to say that the researches of to-day

are showing more and more clearly how deeply

the element of mythology is present-in many

instances active-in all the departments of our

thought and life.

The proverbs, as is now known, are many of

them traceable to mythologic origin. This is a

field that lies yet to be explored. Very little has

thus far been done to possess it. "To lock the

stable after the cow (or horse) is stolen" carries

The expression, "the moon made of green

cheese," carries us to an old myth or legend of the

wolf, at the instance of the fox, attempting to fish

the moon, whose image he sees, from the water;

and even our familiar game of blind man's buff

seems to carry back to the same mythic ancestry,

the original story being that of the sun looking

amid darkness for his lost bride.

The characters of Shakspere, several of them we

can see,-notably, Hamlet and King Lear,-goback

to the same source. The prototype of Lear and

Cordelia appears in the old Hindu epic, the Ma-

habharata; and here the conception was originally

mythic, describing the devotion of the young dawn,

or sun, to the old father. In this epic, the young-

est son Puru, for his self-surrender in taking on

the old age, out of regard to his father, for the

latter's deliverance, is finally made heir of the

kingdom. The two elder, having each refused,

when besought, to do this, are expelled from it.

Probably the nature myth out of which the rela-

tion ineach case grew was common to the original

Aryan ancestry; and we find it in part now in the

variants given by distant peoples, each working it

out on its own soil independently.

The tale of Romeo and Juliet we have in an

Oriental form in the Tuti-Nameh, Persian; and

this seems plainly to have come from a primeval

nature myth. The beautiful girl and the lover,

separated by whatever hard fate here, are united

in death: the evening aurora and the sun expire

together, and are one in the world of the shades.

The same thing is re-enacted in the loves and

tragic end of Pyramos and Thysbe.

Cinderella is very old, and shines bright in the

most ancient stories. The tale is told, with not

essential variations, almost all over the world.

The original, or what approaches to it, we find in

the Rig-Veda. Mitras, who is the sun, follows

the beautiful young maiden, who is the first of

them who walk afoot, yet herself without footsteps,

and whose shining slipper he finds,-slipper that

no other foot on earth or in sky can fit. Other

features have been filled in by the story-teller, as

the ill-disposed step-mother, the moon, and the

envious sisters, the clouds. The drudging in the

kitchen, sitting in the ashes, etc., come in very

naturally. She appears exceedinglybeautiful only

when she finds herself in the prince's ball-room, or

in church, in candle-light, andnear the prince : the

aurora takes on her beauty when the sun is near.

The human mind seems always to have affected

such a tale, and it has its unfaded charm for us

still. "Every fresh addition," says Mr. Cox, "made

to our stores of popular tradition does but bring

1



460 THE INDEX MARCH 26 1885

before us new phases of those old forms, of which

mankind, wemayboldlysay, will never grow weary."

King Rene's daughter we have in the tale pre-

served to us in one of the old Hindu hymns ofthe

young girl, the Aurora, blind,but restored to sight

by the grace of a wise one who was Indra himself,

and became enamoured of her. The milk-pail of

Perrette, apparently, has come to us from that cup

of abundance, of innumerable legends, and that

miraculous pipkin of Persian tale, found by the

wood-cutter. It gave exhaustless supply to its

possessor, and reminds of the Holy Grail, which

indeed is really its successor and representative.

We approximate here certainly, if we do not reach

the original of that far-travelled story of the milk-

maid,-story which we all read in our spelling-

books in the early childhood. From that, doubt-

less, was born the wholesome proverb, "Count not

your chickens before they are hatched."

Thewood-cutter invites his acquaintances tohis

house for abanquet from the marvellous stores of

that pipkin; but, as the guests were gathered for

the feast, he becomes too giddy to containhimself.

He puts the vessel upon his head, and begins to

dance. Down came pipkin, and was broken to

fragments, all the wealth vanished, and he waked

up a wiser, though amuch poorer man.

The legend of the Lady Godiva and her ride

naked through the streets of Coventry,-laid in the

eleventh century, we find in one of the Calmuc

and Mongol tales, these confessedly of Hindu ori-

gin. In this case, the story is plainly mythic.

The lady is the king's daughter, Light of the Sun

is her name, whom no one must behold, walking

out as she does on the fifteenth of the month.

The king orders all doors and windows to be

closed, all eyes turned within, and death is the

penalty of the first disobedience. The Vedic poets

frequently represent the Dawn as appearing nude,

unveiled, as she ascends the skies.

Aminister of the king, Ssaran by name (moon),

peeps out from abalcony. The girl makes signs

to him to join her, which he does. They are both

arraigned before the king, but, through some in-

trigue and deception practised upon him, are both

acquitted. Thus, wehave the original of Peeping

Tom of Coventry, or his equivalent, in this Ssaran.

The Wooden Horse, which was so dire a calamity

to the Trojans, and has so exercised the imagina-

tion of every school-boy in Greek since, finds its

interpretation in mythology. It forms, as Max

Müller says, "an essential part of a mythological

cycle," and fits in well with other features of the

story. It, or its equivalent, is very frequently em-

ployed to hint the concealment or disguise, some-

times in wood, then again in the skin of some ani

mal, under which the warrior entered the domain

of his enemies, and rose up against and vanquished

them.

of a black cat on the cradle of a child, or upon the

bed of a sick man, is thought, in Germany and

elsewhere in Europe, a premonition of death. If

it is seenupon agrave, it tells that the soul of the

departed has passed under the devil's power. In

Shakspere's "Macbeth," when the witches are to

prepare their evil enchantments, the first witch

commences with repeating the words,-

"Thrice the brinded cat hath mewed."

The belief that the cat will, if near, suck the

child's breath away in his sleep, and thus take his

life, I remember as generallyheld in the neighbor

hood of my own childhood; and the most sedulous

care was taken to avoid exposure in that way. It

is, I find, widely current in Europe also. It is a

superstition purely of mythologic origin, a notion,

as Mr. Dyer says, "without a particle of truth."

The subject literally has no end. The farther

we go, the more the horizon enlarges, and new

fields open to view. Many of the proverbs not

only,butnumbers of the fables, animal fables, have

their source in mythology. Examples in point are

the fable of the wolf and the lamb,-another of

the old spelling-book stories ; the elephant (or the

lion) and the mouse; the goat, the little kids, and

the wolf ; the cat metamorphosed, etc. The Ara-

bian Nights' entertainments, certainly many of

them, are of the same ancestry.

For myself, I own that I read with new interest,

heightened gratification,the old nursery melodies,

household tales, and the stately epics also, as I

learn what they have come of, and what meaning

in many instances they originally carried. The

thorough preservation they have in their main

features had, amid all this wide diffusion over the

globe, and through immemorial ages, borne down

mostly by oral transmission alone, opens to us a

new chapter of human history, and shows afresh

the oneness of our race.

The inquiry why the human mind should so

universally gravitate in this direction, seem inevi-

tably to incline or even be compelled to pragma

❘tize and to personalize all that has come to it in

thought, would carry us to one of the most preg-

nant, far-reaching, and fruitful of questions. It

would go to the very sources of religion, the founda-

tion principles, the beginnings of our mental life.

Icannot open it here. Can only say that the sav-

age must have a god he can see. He cannot be-

lieve in, cannot conceive of any reality that may

not be cognized by the senses. Themyths, starting

as sensuous conceptions, became more and more

pragmatized, realistic; and we mark this in all the

stages along through the mythologyproper, then in

the legends and tales.

This tendency, or bias we may say, so pro-

nounced in the child-mind, and evinced so clearly

in all the rude races, is in us all in a degree, and

holds with wonderful tenacity and strength.

From it come the marked sensuous type of our

religions and the numberless fairy and elf tales of

our nurseries.

CHARLES D. B. MILLS.

THE CHURCH AND MORALITY.

The whole narrative of the Trojan conflict-

whatever of historical incident may in time have

come to intermingle there is essentially mythic,

and is told in not widely differing form in all

the great epics of the world. Sigurd, through

nameless peril, must rescue the imprisoned Brun-

hild; Rama must storm Ravana's castle, and re-

cover the stolen Sita ; Wainamoinen must visit

Pohjola and obtain the mystic sampo ; and with

all this hold the numberless tales of "Sleeping | cational, social, economic. We have the same

Beauties," "Snow-white Maidens," etc., that are to

be rescued by some hero from the power of the

monster who keeps them imprisoned. "Blue-

beard" gives us in part one of the variants.

Reference has been made to the cat. This creat-

ure has long played a leading witch-rôle both in

the Eastern and the Western world. It was an

ancient superstition that, as witches, they come

and suck the blood of children. The appearance

The Church is the recognized and established

moral institution. It is as well equipped for its

work as any other institution, governmental, edu-

right to hold it responsible for results as to require

a reckoning from any other institution intrusted

with a specific duty. If something should happen

to bring suddenly to the knowledge of a commu-

nity the fact that a considerable number of their

children are grossly ignorant, they would turn at

once to the public schools for an explanation.❘

"How is this ?" wouldbe the inquiry. "We have
established schools for the education of our chil-

dren, yet our children are ignorant." And the

conclusion would be, "There must be something

radicallywrong with the schools." It would be a

very poor reply to such acharge for the teacher to

answer that the fault is in the children, not in the

instruction ; that it is owing to their intellectual

depravity, and consequent failure to understand

his instruction, which is all-sufficient, if they would

only avail themselves of it. This would not do.

People know that children are capable of educa-

tion, and that no particular lot of them are

essentially differentfrom all others. Allare igno-

rant, if untaught orpoorly taught : all are reason-

ably intelligent, if well taught. If the teacher's

methods do not reach a pupil's case, he modifies

them till they do. Thus, no such case as I have

supposed ever occurs, simply because education

has come to be based upon principles, and con-

ducted by methods universally applicable. May

wenot infer from opposite results in morals an

opposite condition in the Church ?

The average town spends as much money on its

churches as its public schools. The churches

employ constantly several active, intelligent, cult-

ured men of the highest degree of moral fitness

for their work, besides scores of volunteer workers

in the sabbath schools. Does the community reap

any adequate harvest of moral strength and purity

from this bounteous sowing? is a question whose

importance cannot be overstated. It is the vital

question of practical morals. Is the Church im-

proving morals as much as it ought with the

means at hand ? Why is it that most middle-aged

business men are monuments of stupidity, and

neglect all healthy mental and social tonics ?

Whose business was it to cultivate the better qual-

ities in them? They don't go to church. But

why don't they ? If the Church has never thought

that the answer to this last question might lie

within itself, it is time that it should begin to in-

vestigate when a large number of the young peo-

ple naturally under its care and naturally suscepti-

ble to moral teaching go radically wrong. There

is not a business or professional man or young

manor boy, but has been time and time again to

church services. Why do they not continue ?

Why does not the teaching of the Church take

hold upon their lives and form their characters ?

It will not do any better than in the case of the

school to say the trouble is in them. Of course,

the trouble is in them and their surrounding temp-

tations ; but this is just exactly what the Church

is intended to meet and correct.

Just to the extent that it fails to do this is it a

failure as a moral institution. The trouble with

a sick man is in the man; but it is the doctor's

business to understand the disorder, and apply

an effective remedy. He will not be universally

successful, but is generally so ; and his rules

are of general application. Everybody believes

in doctors, in schools, in laws, spite of some fail-

ures in each. How is it with the Church ? A

majority of the people are not church members.

Amajority of the church members are not active

and consistent. There must be reasons for this,

and the only rational thing to do is to look into

the Church for them, just as you would examine

the stock and business methods of a merchant to

see why he has few customers while others have

many.

In the first place, the Church does notdevote its

teaching energy to practical morals. It teaches

religion, and there has grown up a distinction

in the public mind between religion and morals.

People do not seem to have any idea that their

going to church on Sunday has any reference to

their conduct during the week. Religion and the
morals connected with it have become a Sunday
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affair, to be put on and off with our best suit of

clothes. How many people go to church with the

definite design of being made more honest and

truthful by that particular service ? Ask the aver-

age church member what he is in the house ofGod

for, andhe will answer you, To worship. To wor-

ship, indeed ! while perhaps his own son is carous-

ing insomesaloon or brothel. He ought to be there

for the purpose of sustaining and improving a

great moral helper for himself, his children, and

the community. The Church is not an end. It is

only a means to the moral improvement of the

race. Its object is to make people better. It

should devote its energies to this end by direct

practical methods, and modify its methods to suit

the exigencies of particular cases. It should not

only teach morals,but should enforce its precepts

by requiring a strict account of conduct from its

members, andmeasuring its success by the moral

tone of the entire community, not by the length of

a revival-forced church roll .

Second, the Church sets up false standards of

morality. It places great emphasis upon trivial

things, and ignores the most important. How

many of the sermons which you have heard upon

personal righteousness were devoted almost entirely

to the study of the Scriptures, attendance upon

divine services, faithfulness at the prayer-meeting,

giving freely to the Lord ! As if these things

were either good or bad in themselves, or were the

principal things of life instead of mere inciden-

tals ; as if there were no such virtues as justice, fair

dealing, honesty, candor, kindness, self-sacrifice,

devotion to principle, and helpfulness to mankind

tobe talked about ! Such discourses usually con-

tain a passing reference to keeping yourself un-

spotted from the world,which is always applied

very definitely to attending dances and the theatre

and to social card-playing,-things sometimes good

and sometimes bad ; and, as pleasurableness is the

only unvarying quality in them, the natural con-

clusion of the young is that these amusements are

condemned because they are pleasant,-an absurd-

ity against which they rebel, and which very much

lessens the effect of all preaching upon them. If

the Church paid more attention to taking the real

spots out of the world and less to the theory of

keeping itself away from these imaginary contami-

nations, both it and the world would be much

purer.

Third, the Church does not make morality the

test of its privileges or approval. There is not an

orthodox church in the land that will admit a man

tomembership on the basis of his moral character.

There is not such a church that would make the

slightest distinction between the vilest old black-

leg, steeped in sin, and an innocent young girl, as

candidates for membership. If both professed

conversion, they would be admitted alike, and

probably be placed side by side to receive the

hand of fellowship. If either faltered in faith,

that one would be rejected, regardless of character.

Of course, we all know the theological explanation

of this damaging fact. But the majority do not

believe the explanation, and even those who do, or

think theydo, often lose sight of it; and every-

body sees the fact and is influenced by it to the

detriment of morals. Such a practice on the part

of an institution holding the position the Church

does tends to destroy all moral distinctions. The

very corner-stone of Christian doctrine-that is,

that there is a means of escape from the conse-

quences of immorality, that something else can be

made to take the place of right living, that, indeed,

righteousness may, under certain conditions (when

it exists without belief in the doctrines of the

Church, and thus tends to discredit those doctrines),

become a damning sin-is necessarily demoral-

izing. The saving fact is that very few people

really believe it. Yet its advocacy by the Church

greatly diminishes the moral power of that organi-

zation.

Fourth, the Church has erected an artificial bar-

rier which effectually shuts out from its influences,

and from an opportunity of working through its

agencies, a very large and daily increasing class of

the intelligent, active, and morally inclined. We

refer to its belief tests of membership. It is this

self-imposed, artificial limitation that, more than

all other defects, cripples the Church's moral influ-

ence. It is by this limitation, more than anything

else, that it becomes responsible for a low moral

tone in a country so abundantly supplied with

churches as this. Here, in large degree, is the

answer to those vital questions : Why do people

not attend church ? Why do church influences

not reach more people and all more effectively ?

Whydo men become callous and stupid for lack of

intellectual and moral tonics ? Leaving out of

account the vicious, whom we may assume to avoid

moral influences because of depravity, there are

more well-inclined people out of the Church than

in it, for the census shows less than one-fourth of

the adult population of this country to be com-

municants of Protestant churches ; and certainly

not half the people are so vicious as not to be at

some time in life easily within the reach of proper

moral influences. But even well-inclined people

must have moral stimulants. We all need the

help of sympathy and association, the enthusiasm

of public meetings, the magnetism of a crowd. It

is weakness, of course; but it is human weakness

that we all share. Most people enter the Church

from just this feeling. When their own good im-

pulses are powerfully aroused, they are drawn by

simple fellowship toward people of like motives.

It is this that gives the Church most of its real

power for good, a power which is great and which

I by no means wish to underrate. People are

greatly benefited by their church relations. The

simple act of meeting two or three times a week

for a good purpose makes people better, regardless

of the peculiar form of organization. The same

people would belong to the Church, if it did not

hold a single one of its present doctrines ; and, if

it were not for the belief barrier, all but the posi-

tively vicious would belong to the Church, thus

more than doubling its moral power. It is not

necessary to argue these questions of doctrine.

The plain, undeniable fact is that hundreds and

thousands of people as capable of moral elevation

as the average church member are kept out of the

the human system or of the rudiments of medical

science or any other science, engage in medical

practice and live by preying upon the credulous

and the sick ? If the sale of poisons may be regu-

lated by law, the prescription of them by persons

who are unacquainted with their nature and their

effects when used as medicine may, with no less

justice, be prohibited. How is this to be done?

Acommon reply is that we must have a strin-

gent law against the practice of medicine by

quacks. There are difficulties surrounding the

subject which many who thus reply do not see.

Where shall the line be drawn between quacks

and physicianswho are not quacks ? Only a few

years ago, the "regulars" denounced the homœo-

paths and all other physicians not of the allopathic

school as quacks; and many now regard all such

as quacks. But homœopathy has gained many

friends, and grown into respectability the past few

years; and it has become an authorized school of

medicine. Many of the homœopaths now readily

join the allopaths in attempts to prevent the prac-

tice of medicine by quacks. Possibly some of the

new schools not yet "authorized" possess more

truth than any of those now recognized in the law

of the State.

Medicine is not an exact science. It commenced

in quackery,-empiricism, and the first applica-

tion of all remedies and all first cures by the use

of such remedies are necessarily empirical or experi-

mental; for no logical sequence between a disease

and its specific has ever been discovered. Since

all new modes of cure must begin as experiments,

it is to be expected that valuable additions to med-

ical science will from time to time be made by

quacks or those who are outside of all recognized

schools of medicine. Physicians generally do a

large amount of guessing and experimenting in

the treatment of the sick; and, when they speak

with the greatest confidence as to the results of

their remedies, they are often doubtful whether

their pills and powders will benefit or injure their

patients. This is true of all the schools of medicine.

Considering these facts, the State cannot wisely

decide between them. The people should be left

to judge for themselves as to their respective

merits.

Some go further and insist that, if even the most

ignorant charlatans find people who believe in

them and are willing to put themselves under their

treatment, society, represented by the State, has

no right to interfere. But the health of the people

is a matter of public concern of the utmost impor-

tance; and to guard it, as far as possible, against

churches and forced into a deteriorating moral and ❘ the danger of ignorant and unscrupulous medical

intellectual inaction, simply because they cannot

believe the doctrines which the Church says they

must accept in order to become members. Is the

Church not responsible for the consequences of

this locking out? And who can tell how much

practice, by legislation, would seem to be as much

a right and duty as to guard against a multitude

of other evils, which, left unchecked by law, all

admit would injure the health and peace of any

community. If protective legislation is ever justi-

the moral callousness among young men and busi- ❘ fiable,there should be a law in every State against

ness men is due to this verycause? Certain it is

that, if they were in church on Sunday, they would

not be gambling. It is equally certain that, if

they found fellowship with those engaged in im-

proving and refining enterprises, they would not

seek it in debauching clubs. It is true that the

verymen most apt to reject the crucial doctrines

of the Church are most active, energetic, and rest-

less. Their social nature will assert itself. If it

is debarred from the higher forms of exercise, it

will find lower.

F. B. TAYLOR.

MEDICAL LEGISLATION .

How shall society effectu ally protect its mem-

bers from the impositions and dangers of charla

tans and frauds who, without any knowledge of

the practice of surgery and against prescribing

medicine professionally by persons who have no

knowledge of the human frame and who cannot

administer medicine without danger to the health

and life of those whom they treat.

If there are favored individuals who possess, as

they claim, special endowments or arts unknown

to the medical profession, still some knowledge

of anatomy, physiology, and hygiene, and of the

medicinal qualities of the remedies they use,would

do them no harm; while the requirement of such

qualifications, in all who practise medicine, would

help toprotect societyfrom the results of ignorance

and unscrupulousness in a profession in which

ability, scientific knowledge, and high moral char-

acter are of inestimable importance to the public.

To a board of examiners, composed of educated
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physicians of the various schools of medicine and

of other members selected from outside of the

medical profession, should, we think, be intrusted

the examination of all practitioners. As for the

persons known as faith-cure and mind-cure doc-

tors, Christian scientists, clairvoyant doctors, etc.,

there is certainly no call for any special legislation

in regard to them. There should be the fullest

liberty compatible with public safety in teaching

and applying methods of cure, as in teaching

religious doctrines and practising religious ob-

servances. This does not imply, however, the

right of ignoramuses to take the title of a learned

profession and to kill people or destroy their

health under the pretence of professional medical

treatment.

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

EDITORIAL NOTES .

BY B. F. U.

A CORRESPONDENT writes that Prof. Thomas

Davidson has been requested to repeat in Brook-

lyn the course of lectures he has given in New

York, and adds : "His philosophic teachings are

marked by remarkable clearness of thought, defi-

niteness of expression, and unanswerable logic.

Those who differ from him are compelled to ac-

knowledge his learning and keen ability, while

those who agree with him find in his lectures

renewed hope and strength for the battle of life."

THE following paragraph is from the Paris

Morning News of February 27 : "Mr. and Mrs.

Theodore Stanton gave a reception at their apart-

ments in the Rue Chaillot yesterday evening to Mr.

and Mrs. Moncure Conway, who have lately arrived

in Paris from London. Among the many guests

present, including those just named, were Mme.

Adam, editor and proprietorof the Nouvelle Revue;

Dr. Chapman, of the Westminster Review; Mr.

Haynie, of the Boston Herald ; Mr. EdwardKing,

of the Boston Journal ; Theodore Tilton ; Mr.

Fernando Jones, of the Chicago Times ; M. Bar-

tholdi ; Mrs. Crawford, of London Truth; Mr. and

Mrs. Henry Bacon, Consul-General Walker, and

Miss Conway."

cards are in idea and style thoroughly American,- should return this money to them. The amount

a characteristic which distinguishes these publica-❘ of wretchedness and crime for which this large

tions from those of other firms.

SAYS the Chicago Inter-Ocean : "At a spiritual-

istic séance in Philadelphia a few nights ago, a

lady who had entered the cabinet came out flushed

with joy over the kisses she had received from

friends in the spirit world ; and the séance from

that hour was a pronounced success until a scep-

tical old bachelor entered the cabinet, and returned

to the audience waving a long wooden paddle

a

with a canton-flannel cushion on the end, which

he declared was the kisser. To their credit be it

said, the ladies who had been in the cabinet met

this charge with righteous indignation, and in-

formed the sceptic and the audience that they had

been kissed too many times to be deceived by a

butter paddle with canton-flannel cushion.

They knew the genuine article, even though they

could not see the kisser; only the lips of another

human could create that blissful sensation which

they had experienced in the cabinet." Notwith-

standing this evidence, the Inter-Ocean says, it was

demonstrated beyonddoubt that the medium had

introduced "a fraudulent kisser" in the cabinet,

and practised deception, showing that it is as pos-

sible to market adulterated kisses as it is to sell

oleomargarine for butter. Legislation, it is

thought, is needed,"that will prevent adulteration

which threatens not only to unsettle the market

value of these tender salutes, but to destroy even

one of the strongest pillars in our social struct-

ure." "If a canton-flannel cushion on a butter-

paddle in a darkened room is able to produce the

sensation of love's salute, then our girls will bid

good-by to courting in the parlor, and have no

use for beaux except as escorts to the theatre, the

confectioner, or the ice-cream and oyster parlor."

AMONG the objections that the Boston Sunday

Herald urges against woman suffrage is the follow-

ing: "Each city, State, and national election proves

that there is an enormous number of men, fre-

quently the well-to-do and intelligent, who do not

care to take the trouble to come to the polls ; and,

judging by the opposition fromwomen that female

suffrage encounters, the proportion of non-voters

would be much larger among the women than it

has thus far been among the men. Certainly, the

lack of interest exhibited by women in the matter

of electing candidates to the school board is not an

LOUIS PRANG & Co. deserve to be ranked

among our national benefactors. The fashion of

distributing artistic picture cards on holidays as

tokens of friendship-which they, by their fine

work, have done much to encourage is an impor- encouraging sign." A sufficient reply to this is

tant factor in awakening the people to a love and

appreciation of the beautiful. Our lack of belief

in the theological dogmas associated with Easter

holidays does not restrain our admiration of the

happy designs and the daintiness of finish dis-

played in the new Easter cards issued by the firm

named. The fertility of imagination,coupled with

appropriateness of design, which the enterprise of

this firm has developed among well-known artists,

in a field by no means new, is, indeed, wonderful.

Spring flowers, children, the chrysalis and butter-

fly, the egg and bird, the lamb and cross, with

various other Easter emblems of immortality, sac-

rifice, and joy, are brought into these beautiful

cards in the most ingenious and charming manner ;

and they are in a variety of shapes, from the plain,

cheap, tiny card-board to the highly finished silk

fringed, perfumed, hand-painted, satin centred, or

plush-bordered picture. Among the artists who

contribute to these designs are a number of

The names of Miss Fidelia Bridges, Mrs.

E. F. Fisher, Mrs. O. E. Whiting, Miss L. B. Com-

ins, Miss V. Gerson, Miss A. Hinds, and Miss

Helen W. Emery, appear with those of Messrs.

W. Hamilton Gibson, Walter Satterlee, T. S.

Matthews, Thad. Welch, and A. T. Tait. These

women.

the following from Mr. H. B. Blackwell's remarks,

concluding the argument of the petitioners for

woman suffrage before a committee of the Massa-

chusetts legislature, at a hearing given March 9 :

"It is said that only a few thousand women vote

for school committee. The wonder is that any

woman votes under such restrictions. She must

make personal application to be assessed. She

must pay a voluntary tax, unless already taxed.

Shemust render a sworn statement of her property

for taxation. That women shoulddo all this, year

after year, merely to vote for school committee, is ,

I say it advisedly, the noblest instance of civic

public spirit on record. In special elections, under

vastly more favorable conditions, men refuse to

vote. On the question of parks in Boston, a few

years ago, involving an annual expenditure of

millions of dollars, less than one-seventh of our

voters voted, and less than one in eleven voted in

their favor."

It is stated thatJamesGorman, of Dublin, a liq-

uor-dealer, who died recently and left $1,500,000 to

various Catholic churches, said to Cardinal McCabe,

some time previous to his death, that, since he had

derived his fortune from the hard earnings of the

poor, he felt that he was their trustee, and that he

fortune, made in the liquor business, stands, must

be enormous; but we doubt whether it is equal

tothe evil that will result, directly and indirectly,

from the expenditure of the money in supporting

superstition which is to-day and has been for cen-

turies Ireland's greatest curse. We arenot unmind-

ful of the many good personal qualities the Catho-

lic clergy of Ireland possess, nor of the influence

theyexert on the side of social order; but the sys-
tem they represent makes the safety of life and

property, wherever it is believed,dependupon their

presence, and upon submission to their influence,

which, however, may be at any time used, as it

often is, to obstruct progress, defeat justice, or

even to persecute and destroy heretics. Money,

therefore, given to support the Roman Catholic

faith in Ireland perpetuates an influence which

is hostile to independence and liberty of thought,

-development of character among the people and

social progress. Doubtless, the intentions of the

above-named wealthy liquor-dealer, in leaving

money to the Catholic Church, were good. But,

if he had been educated morally as he was edu-

cated in the dogmas of his Church,he would have

kept out of a business that entailed ruin upon

thousands ; and, if he had not been a creature of

the priestly system under which he lived, he

would never have given money, derived from the

earnings of the poor, to support and strengthen

a superstition which keeps the people poor,-and

not only poor, but ignorant, and in a condition

which is sufficiently indicated by the enormous

fortune accumulated by one man in the rum busi-

ness, and derived from the small earnings of the

people.

For The Index.

OUR MISSION FIELD .

Wesend a missionary host

Across the breadth of oceanwave,

To Christianize the eastern world

Andfit the Hindu for the grave.

They leave our cities , hot with vice

And cursed with want, disease, and shame,

Where cruelty abides with sin

And crime is shielded by a name.

Wehave the wretched of all lands

Within our populous domain:

Here is the field to work, and build

Philanthropy's enduring fane.

The Buddhist scorns to rob the poor,

Or stain with foul deceit his soul;

His appetites and his desires

Areheld in disciplined control;

His simple creed is built onlove,

Of endless hell he hath no fears :

Why feign to teach him ethic lore

That he hath conned two thousand years ?

JULIA CLARK-CHASE.

WRECKS .

Oh, not alone the beatingwave

Flings broken treasure on the sands,-

Cargoes no mortal power could save

For aching eyes, for empty hands.

Some day, in quiet inland ways,

'Neath shining skies, 'mid lavish bloom,

We start in bitter, swift amaze,

While slowly knells our hour of doom.

Odrowning hands, that wreathe and wring !

The shores are far, the seas are deep :

Fate floats no spar where ye may cling,

Love comes not near your folded sleep.

Yet Love, remembering, dries her tears ,

And, thankful, dreams on what has been.

But wrecks of wasted, aimless years

Bowdown the heart, like weight of sin.

HELENT. CLARK.

NORTHUMBERLAND, PA. , March, 1885.

-Springfield Republican.
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BOSTON, MARCH 26, 1885.

THE INDEX is published every Thursday, atNo. 44Boyl-
ston Street, Boston, by an incorporated Board of Trustees

nominated by the Free Religious Association. Terms:

Threedollars per year, in advance.

THE objects of THE INDEX may be defined by the objects

of the Free Religious Association ; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-

lowship inthe spirit, and to encourage the scientific study

of man's religious nature and history"; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks

these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.
Itwould subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations-the Christian no less

than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

Impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipate Re-

ligion frombondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-

tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

maybe put more effectually to the service of a higher
Morality and an improved Social Welfare.

WILLIAM J. POTTER,

BENJAMINFUNDERWOOD, :::::::} Editors .

NO WRITERS in THE INDEX, editorial or other, are to be

regarded as speaking in behalf of the Free Religious Asso-

ciationasawhole; nor is any writer to be held responsible

forany opinions expressed in its columns except his own.

For all unsigned editorial matter, B. F. UNDERWOOD, the

office editor, is responsible.

ALL communications intended for the paper and all

business letters should be addressed to B. F. UNDERWOOD,

theBusiness Manager,44 Boy ston Street, Boston, towhose
order all checks and drafts for THE INDEX should be

made payable. Letters for Mr. POTTER should be ad-

dressed to him, at New Bedford, Mass.

PAPERS are forwarded until an explicit order is

received by the publishers to discontinue, and until pay-

ment of all arrearages is made. The change of date onthe

address label is a receipt for renewal, and no other receipt

willbe sent unless specially requested.

For The Index.

Transcendentalism and Evolution.

BY EDMUND MONTGOMERY.

I..

"Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou re-

turn," "of the earth, earthy," a creature of the

day only, with no rightful hope and trust in the

lasting fruitfulness of well-guided exertion, no

sound exultation in an inward communion with a

realm of enduring subsistence and truth. Thy

life? A mere sequence of sorry drudgery, fraught

with the paltry burden of individual pains and

gratifications, connected with no transcendent des-

tiny, no sempiternal fulfilment .

So forlorn a condition, would it not be the

veritable "sting of death"? Yea, and of life, too,

of life quite especially,-surely not worth its living

trouble, if indeed we are merely the visible things

now present, accumulating, decaying, vanishing

dust-heaps.

But has not in all ages the confutation of just

this crushing dust-sentence, the zealous protest

against the sense-apparent annihilation of life-

acquisitions, been to most of us the very nearest

concern of heart and mind? Has not its eager

and abundant overthrow in word and deed formed

the truejoy and pride of allhuman effort ? Myths

and temples, epics and sepulchral monuments, the

eternalizing symbolism of religion and the typify-

ing realizations of art, the set toil for impersonal

ends and the ready sacrifice of life and all for

conviction's sake and for the welfare of what sur-

vives, all this life-glorifying pæan, ascending to

divine heights, triumphantly disclaims human dust-

destination.

From time immemorial, with the dawn of every

civilization, it has been the invariable practice,

indeed the intuitive bent of our kind, to reject the

direct significance of earthly occurrences and their

promptings to action, infusing into them more and

more of transcendent meaning and permanent effi-

ciency. To primitive man, it evidently all implied

something vastly different from what immediately

appears. His gathered throng of living memories

and nurtured fancies arose everywhere to haunt

with weird transcendency the actual presence.

Behind, within, and around every manifestation

of nature, animated powers seemed to disport

themselves at will, and to govern with love or

hatred the capricious current of events. Thus, an

unseen world of spontaneous potency was made to

teem in unrestrained infinitude, holding predomi-

nant sway over our narrow habitation and the

ominous tide of changeful incidents therein. Peo-

pled all through with overpowering, awe-inspiring

agents, it was they who were believed and felt to

actuate all occurrences here below, to manifest

themselves in the characteristics of each live or

lifeless thing, and to rule at pleasure the dark lot

ofdependent and groping man.

Take heed, unwary stranger, thou art treading

on holy ground in the presence of a mightyGod.

The being now before thee is not simply and

really an individual of common bovine extraction,

as thou irreverently seemest to apprehend. It is

Apis, the life of Ptah, the greatGod of Memphis,

the supreme Artificer and Opener of darkness.

Behold his dwelling-place, this vast and gorgeous

temple, in whose gigantic pillared courts is enter-

tained by a host of ministering attendants the

present Bull-Apis, and where lie enshrined in

stupendous sarcophagi the long array of his suc-

cessive incorporations.

This is not truly Massachusetts Bay, nor our

friend Nai-iu-tchai, whom but last summer we met

amidst household performances in arid Zuñi-land.

It is the senior priest of the Holy Order of the

Bow, adorned with the mystic insignia of his

divine office, who has made a long and venture-

some pilgrimage to the "Waters of the World of

Day," in order to greet the beloved Mother of his

tribe, and to carry away with him some of the

sacred substance and virtue of the "Ocean of

Sunrise," the birthplace of the spirit-guided clouds

and blessed rain. And these are not mere feath-

ers, as some of our scientists might deem, consist-

ing of so and so manygrains of horny substance,

presently to be cast into an eight per cent. solution

of sodium chloride. They are sacred plumes, con-

secrated at the ancient home of the Zuñi Fathers

by the priest of the Sun, and now to be sacrificed

to the Gods of the Ocean, "the Priest-god makers

of the roads of life."

To us illustrious measurers and calculators, to

whom everything is becoming so plain and certain,

it must seem amazing how, from sunrise to sunrise,

and from birth to death, these primitive people are

devoutly moving among solemn symbols of per-

petual powers, fearingly and confidingly intrusting

to them the welfare of their little run of life.

We who have circumnavigated the globe, have

weighed and analyzed sun and stars, and have

traced from primordial elements the formation of

our planet and all that thereon dwelleth, we can

discern no such prepotent volitional influences pre-

vailing over the rigorous mechanism of nature.

-has not all this foregone wealth availed abun-

dantly to enrich the possessions of that which

overlies the present visible instant ?

Within the unremitting rush of all-consuming

time, behold the wondrous halo of abiding forms !

-amystic perpetuity of dwindling things, sustain-

ing in growing splendor the perennial nunc stans

of being, and in its heart of hearts drawing all

to a magic focus, the realizing mind of man.

However frail and transitory his own individual

life,-into his present moment of actual conscious-

ness crowd in irrepressible tide all the slowly

secured treasures of bygone ages, and overwhelm

his sense with transcendent emotion.

No wonder that distant influences from the

illimitable domain of the ingathered Past, from

the boundless range of the visibly Absent, are

everywhere so generally believed to rule the des-

tiny of manifest existence. In some way, it still

all remains with us. Not wholly do our dead

vanish from our reach. The virtue of their being

abides in our midst inhelpful presence and grow-

ing awe. Buried ancestors become living gods to

actual men. In supplication these kneel, adoringly

offering sacrifice to the "makers of their roads of

life," invoking their puissant aid in the sore need

of temporal distress. Fortified, they rise to their

immediate task, strong in the strength of their

immortal helpers.

Thus, also, the glory of departed life becomes a

fruitful power in the birth of future existence .

Andwe, the ripest fruit of the ages, can we con-

sciously endure to live on and on, in the sense-

bounded, self-concerned isolation of the one poor

moment of apperception through which our indi-

vidual being is just passing? Surely, we also, by

some realizing means, desire to maintain a close

and closer communion between whatever bit of

life and experience the fleeting hours may bring

and that vast concentration of transcendent might

whence all transitoriness flows,-if not through

libations and burnt offerings, through chalice and

wafer, through sacraments and canonicals, then

through the devotion of our will to the undying

aims of creation .

The seers of the inner world have clearly dis-

cerned that the phantasmal semblance filling this

momentary focus of time, this actual Now of ours,

is ever emblematic of the presence of a supernal

and unfading reality. Yea, the ecstatic, soul-

sounding mystics of all ages and races have felt

that we, who even now are realizing living and

enduring truth, are therewith also truly one with

the creative power.

Where is Zeus and Athenæ, Ares and Hermes ?

where all the Homeric gods, ruling with immortal

fervor the mortal strife of men? where their

sacred fanes, reflecting in beauty and splendor

the consecrated genius of the most gifted race of

beings that ever scorned the dust-derivation of

human existence ?

Forgetful of every contention, save that ofglory ,

all Hellas hastened in national exultation to the

hallowed abode of the Olympian Zeus,there, under

the immediate presence of the ancient godhead of

their fathers, to offer, in devotional humility and

lofty emulation, the proficiencies of undivorced

bodyand mind, assiduously and cumulatively ma-

life-long personal exertion.

Yet, for all that, is not the present moment of

our own exalted personal existence-just like that

ghost-haunted one of the fetich-worshipping savage

-only an insignificantly dwindling instant in the ❘ tured during centuries of systematic training and

accumulated immensity of the sight-withdrawn

Past? Has not the steady passage into the Unseen

of all that is not just here present, of all that is

now no more, of all in verity that has ever been,

save this one lapsing moment of realizing con-

sciousness ; has not the yearning and striving of

our own former selves, the life and death of our

dear and revered ones, the hallowed demise of fore-

fathers, the achievements of the heroes of our race,

Alas! vanished altogether from among us have

the lightsome grace and competency of Hellenic

life, vanished most of the sense of natural worthi-

ness and bodily efficiency that animated and fos-

tered it.

With us, the gladness of the ever-glorious tri-

umph of life over dust is weighted downby a too

massive consciousness of the Stygian throng. The
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unbuoyed preponderance of an ill-embodied mind

sinks us into the doleful abyss of personal cares.

Would not, O Preserver of all fruitful life-acquisi-

tions, O Sustainer of the joyous, life-giving con-

cord in which we have our being, would not a

more perfect incorporation of high-wrought life

lead us rather to rejoice in our common abundance

of generic gifts than thus despondingly to mourn

individual deficiencies ?

As it is, "our sweetest songs are those that tell

of saddest thought." But how touching, amid

the modern gloom of self-concerned consciousness,

to trace the wondrously vivifying influence of the

least little infusion of that nature-moulded spirit

of ancient Greece, as from time to time it found

its way into the stagnating obfuscation of the hier-

archical despotism, which for more than a thou

sand years absolutely governed the conduct and

thought of our race !

If the fall of Hellenic life left cold and meaning-

less the marble consolidations and conspicuous

solemnities of the gods and their worship, its glow

did not altogether depart from the reasoned thought

of its free-pondering sages. How soul-stirring that

nature-fathoming thought must have been, when

livingly imparted to an eager youth in academy and

lyceum! How mutely and precariously deposited

afterward in destructible libraries on mouldering

parchment! But, for all that, it managed to dif-

fuse itself, a quickening life-current, through the

withering ages of mediæval obscurantism, so that

now our own creed-bound abhorrers of nature find

themselves and all their pursuits, even to gospel-

preaching, discordantly impregnated with its nat-

ure-affirming spirit,-a religion of life infusing

itself into a religion of death, the memento mori

skull and dry bones of Orthodoxy reinvesting

themselves, by dint of free thought, with their

natural inheritance of living beauty and human

aspiration.

This revivification, this veritable renaissance, is

due, above all, to the enthusiasm-kindling thought

of Plato, the divine. His reality-idealizing world-

conception- engendered, faithful to Diotima's

teaching, like the fruits of true love in lofty pas-

sion for visible and intellectual beauty-has out-

lived all authoritatively established religious be-

liefs and observances of antiquity, and has for

many a century been threatening to assimilate or

to supplant the specific anti-humanitarian doc-

trines of Christianity. Surely, if truth be that

which is unperishingly real, and the recognition

of which admits us mentally to participate in en-

during reality, then a great deal of such truth

must undoubtedly be contained in a system of

thought that has stood the test of more than two

thousand years of zealotic contestation, and has

victoriously survived solely by dint of intrinsic

virtue, and by no means through any artificial

fostering from king or priest. Consider only the

number of poets, philosophers, and reforming di-

vines who have drawn their inspiration from the

Platonic way of thinking. Andwhat is this Tran-

scendentalism, so widely prevalent in our own day

among serious and ardent truth-seekers, but Pla-

tonism resuscitated, Platonism neo-platonically

overwrought?

So steady a turn of mind and source of enlight-

enment must surely have its origin in the very

constitution of our understanding and in its in-

woven relations to the universe at large. It will

be well, therefore, to try to expose somewhat the

natural conditions that favor this irrepressible

world-conception, inevitably leading to one of the

only two ultimate resting-places of hyper-phenom-

enal contemplation,-Transcendentalism.

The most fundamental distinction detectable in

mystic world of ours is that which to ancient phi-

losophers presented itself on the one side as the

perpetual flux in nature, on the other side as the

permanent repose in thought. To our senses,

objects and occurrences are constantly shifting and

changing. Our reason, on the contrary, finds all

things and events linked together in immutable

order. To our senses, the things of this world

seem phenomena in time; time itself from mo-

ment to moment, lapsing into that which is no

Reason discerns, as the reality underlying

this phenomenal play, an ever identically abiding

presence in mind, unaffected by the changeful and

perishing manifestations of sense.

more.

Early in the development of Greek thinking,

this salient contrast of world-apprehension was

detected and consistently followed up. Already

Heraclitus (500 B.C.) understood that the senses

perceive only the manifold and changeable, while

to reason the universal and immutable are cogniz-

to this sole birthplace and substratum of all exist-

ence : ἓν καὶ πᾶν,

Adherents of the identity philosophy among us,

our Hegelians, neo-Kantians, Transcendentalists,

or by whatever name they go, ought to understand

and not shrink from distinctly avowing that they

have to be uncompromisingly ranged among pan-

theists. By no consistent effort of thought can

they establish any legitimate conformity with the

fundamental assumption of the orthodox creed,-

a created world external to God's personality, or

in substance unidentical with it. Transcendental-

ism, whether its organ be pure reason or intellect-

ual intuition, is and will ever remain essentially

pantheistic.

For the sake of the all-important results of

human conduct, it is time that we should abstain

from indulging our sympathizing faculties in the

pleasantly versatile or over-considerate advocacy

of ambiguities involved in whatever kind of eclec-

able. "That," says Heraclitus, "is universal in ❘ ticism. A Transcendentalist cannot consistently

which all rational beings concur; and this it is

which constitutes objective truth." As ground of

the common consent of reason in objective truth,

he-like so many after him-discerned a divine or

universal intelligence. This profound intuition,

giving expression to the strange incongruity nat-

urally subsisting between the variating play of

sense-apparent particulars and the constancy and

repose of what is intelligibly and universally ap-

prehended, a century later germinated and grew

into the ever memorable Platonic system.

Multifarious trials since have proved that the

consistent outcome of the sense-philosophy must

necessarily be material or mental Atomism, views

by nomeans unfamiliar to the last two centuries.

The consistent outcome of the intelligence-philos-

ophy was, is, and ever will be transcendental Ideal-

ism, such as is rapidly spreading among philoso-

phers of the present generation. These two modes

of world- interpretation, either by means of sense-

composition or by means of thought-inclusion, indi-

cate themain bearings or-as has hitherto seemed

-the opposites poles of human mentality: the one

pointing toward the external, sense-manifested uni-

verse as the real object to be recognized; the

other toward the intelligible inner world of uni-

versal comprehension. Sensationalism one way,

rationalism the other.

Whenwe, then, historically trace how this funda-

mental antithesis of sense and reason was further-

more construed by the Eleatic sages, we arrive at

the very fount and origin of Occidental Transcen-

dentalism. The great thinkers of the school of

Xenophanes of Elea found themselves unable to

realize in thought how a thing now existing could

possibly produce any other thing not yet existing,

or how anything actually existing could owe its

being to something now passed into non-existence.

They could not understand the process of the be-

coming of veritable reality. Led by many subtle

and penetrating considerations regarding the un-

substantial consistency of sense-phenomena, they

came to the conclusion that true reality can be

found only in an all-embracing, eternal, and immut-

able unity conceived by reason. In this crowning

conclusion of rationalism, God and the world

necessarily coalesced into a single, absolute sub-

stance. Thinking and being became identical.

Now, it is clear that any system whatever, which

makes reason and reality, thinking and being, iden-

tical, has consistently to profess the pantheistic

creed. If the unitary and unchangeable world of

truth realized in thought is as such the veritable,

supreme, and sole reality, then everything thought

of-which means everything in the world-must

necessarily form part of the eternal substance, in-

our sundry endeavors to form a conception of this telligence, reality, or whatever name we may give

sympathize with theistic tenets ; and the sooner

this is fully understood, the better for us.

The validity of Theism in contradistinction to

Pantheism turns chiefly on the amount of efficiency

granted as actually inhering in our individual

thought. If thinking is held to be identical with

being, it must be in itself all-efficient ; and then

Pantheism is the inevitable consequence. If, on

the other hand, we attribute to realizing thought

not a constitutive, but only a representative char-

acter, which we unavoidably do by personally sepa-

rating the nature and being of the thinking sub-

ject from the nature and being of the supreme

intelligence, in which alone truth is believed to

dwell, if we thus start from the conception of two

distinct and totally different individualities, we

unfailingly get entangled in a Theism in which

human reason is intrinsically powerless, so far as

its spontaneous grasp of universal truth is con-

cerned.

Either our understanding merely passively re-

flects what it must always receive from an inde-

pendent and higher source or it is itself a direct

source of efficiency, participating by dint of its

own nature in that power which in its adequate

exertion constitutes supreme reality. Either our

intelligence is in essence one with universal intel-

ligence, and then we can reach truth by a power

belonging to our own nature, or our intelligence is

separated from universal intelligence by a total

difference of personality; and thenwecan receive

truth only passively as a free gift from on high.

Surely, this very obvious distinction is also a

most momentous one. Let us remember it on all

suitable occasions, never confusedly mixing up

rationalistically derived truth with supernaturally

imparted revelation, which latter kind of enuncia-

tion must perforce constitute the foundation of

every consistent theistic creed.

In connection with these evident logical consid-

erations and as directly bearing on our present

religious perplexities, it is highly instructive to

notice how the great Augustine, who laid the first

systematic groundwork of the Roman Catholic

faith, commenced his career by enthusiastically

and inadvertently promulgating the rationalistic

view, but ended it, as a dutiful son of the Church,

by rigorouslyprofessing in orthodox "retractations”

the utmost logical consequences of the passive

reception on our part of all divine influence.

The doctrine of the substantial emanation of the

human soul and being from the Deity, and their

striving for reidentification, as taught bysome of

the Gnostics, had been rejected by the Church. So

Augustine could notwell start from this basis, so

generally built upon bythe Alexandrian philoso

phers. But to him, inhisyounger days, truthwas,
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nevertheless, the recognition, by dint of intrinsic

human faculties,of "the necessary, the unchange-

able, and the eternal." Augustine, at that time,

believed that the only way to penetrate the mys-

teries of the soul consisted in a"diligent attendance

to the facts of self-consciousness." He says, more-

over, "Reason, constituting the eternal identity,

alone gives being."

Whocan fail to discern how closely this way of

thinking is related to the Transcendentalism of our

day? But it is certain now,as it was then, that no

rationalistic thinking after the manner of Plato,

and no intellectual intuition as indulged in by

Plotinus and his followers, can possibly reconcile

the disclosures of natural reason with those of

supernatural revelation ; can in any way lead to

the understanding of an optional creation of the

world from nothing, and, further on, to the sinful

and banished soul of man finding, through any

effort originated and sustained by efficiencies of

its own, the far-removed divine truth exclusively

inherent in God's personality.

Therefore, after having fully realized the incom-

patibility of rationalism and supernaturalism, Au-

gustine-consistent thinker as he was-did not

refrain from giving emphatic expression to the

insuperable distance forever separating such think-

ers as reason on the strength of their own con-

sciousness from orthodox Churchmen, from all in-

deed who rely on genuine theistic premises, always

necessarily consisting in supernaturally imparted

truth. He maintained, unequivocally, that man

is powerless in himself to conceive truth and to

act rightly. Without the least merit on our part,

God reveals his truth to whom he pleases; and our

passive soul through immediate divine influence

receives its directions for action as authoritative

commandments. Some of us, and this without

any eligible (qualification whatever, are destined

toenjoy eternal bliss, others to suffer eternal dam-

nation. God's grace is everything. Our human

reason and striving avail us nothing.

This creed is certainly logical without the least

opening for doubt or practical error, provided only

we have as advisers a heavenly accredited order

of recipients through which the divine ordinances

are legitimately communicated to us. Who can

deny that St. Augustine proved himself a resolute

thinker by following so unflinchingly the bent of

his theistic tenets to the bitter end ?

pretation byhuman reason of adivine revelation,

recorded in holy Scriptures, quite incompatible

with the supernatural origin and meaning of such

inspired Writ, which admits only of exposition

by an infallible Church ever supernaturally di-

that they ultimately rest on a difference in the

conception of what constitutes agenuine personal-

ity. Taking its stand on the assumption of a

supernatural personality, to which our ownhuman

personality is in no way connaturally related,

rected, and mediating between heaven and earth | Roman Catholicism occupies an impregnable po-

through the instrumentality of a priesthood, sac-

ramentally ordained.

The alternative is clear, either rational eluci-

dation of our own consciousness or direct inspira-

tion from above. These two modes of insight are

wholly exclusive of each other. Truth is either

natural and inherent or supernatural and im-

parted. We have to trust one or the other source

of enlightenment, and not persist in vacillating

between the two. Shall we never cease confusing

the solemn aims of existence by considerations of

expediency or cowardly prevarication ? Shall we

again and again fight out among ourselves the

same old battles, long ago lost or won for all who

sincerely desire to accept the issues? Let us

frankly and with our whole heart join whatever

side has gained our conviction.

The Church, of course, here also, as with asceti-

cism, knew very well how practically to compro-

mise between its theological maxims and its popu-

lar ministrations, between unmerited grace and

the moral promptings of natural life, between the

passive awaiting of the divine influence and its

solicitation by offerings. But the history of human

thinking has established as an incontrovertible

truth, and reason understands distinctly, that the

decrees of a being, into whose spontaneous intelli-

gence we possess no natural insight, have to be

supernaturally disclosed; and that, on the other

hand, a reality or truth, of whose essence we nat-

urally partake by force of our own intelligence,

must be in natural agreement with the realizing

power in us.

The genius of such philosophico-religious har-

monizers as Schelling, Hegel, and Coleridge can

just as little suffice to bring into conformity the

conclusions of rational consciousness with the doc-

trinal revelations upon which Churchmen have to

rely as the interpretative ingenuity of theological

scientists has availed to work out a concordance

between cosmological and geological facts and the

primitive guesses of the Book of Genesis.

However much we maysympathize with the ven-

eration shown to time-honored traditions, however

much we may feelingly appreciate the zealous

effort of sincere believers to interpret nature in

the light of a faith guided by supernatural inspira-

tion, we, in the fulness of our historical and philo-

sophical insight, in order to avoid further hope-

less confusion,-have once for all to make quite

The Church, having sanctioned the premises, felt

-in this case at all events-compelled to adopt,

doctrinally at least, also the conclusions. Would

it not be strangely interesting exactly to learn the

general and personal; motives of those who thus

solemnly voted for the total abdication of human

intelligence ? Were they perchance some such| clear to ourselves that such of us as ground their

reverent and conscientious considerations as those

so lucidly and ingenuously laid before us by John

Henry Newman, in his Apologia pro Vita Sua ?

Well, then, all ye who are still remaining within

the pale of churchdom, and have kept alive the

import and courage of your leading opinions, go

and follow the illustrious example of him who

sacrificed his great mind, heart, and life to the

logical consequences of supernatural revelation.

Where he is you also must land, or eke out your

existence on la shoreless ocean of doubt. Await-

ing incelibacy, within acloister, your release from

temporality and removal to eternal life by God's

infinite mercy,and grace; believing without hes-

itancy, following with implicit obedience even

the most irrational and rigorous injunctions of

your holy Church, this is the correct attitude of

true believers.

Guidance by direct infusion of free and unmer-

ited grace is altogether incompatible with guid-

ance by our own natural consciousness, and inter-

faith on the verdict of their own consciousness

cannot possibly blend creeds with those who de-

pend on authoritative directions imparted by a

will or intelligence having its subsistence outside

human nature and vision.

Rationalism, in its struggle for the right of self-

determination,had, with indomitable perseverance

and innumerable sacrifices, bit by bit, to wrestle

its independence from an implacable foe,-a foe at

first all-powerful, and then only very gradually

succumbing to the reign of intrinsically guided

reason. But rationalism, after so many centuries

of wrangling with the legitimate guardian of

supernatural injunctions, ought by this time to

realize that the essence of its disagreement with

the Catholic Church does not lie in the contested

truths as such, but in the radical difference of the

organ and method through which they respectively

attemptto arrive at what is really true.

When we go to probe still deeper the foundation

of these irreconcilable diversities of creed,we find

It

sition. A personality is an autonomous being

whose consciousness is its own inclusive posses-

sion, shared as such by no other personality,-a

being realizing by force of its own indwelling

capacities the significance of mere signs reaching

it from outside. Human intelligence can thus

spontaneously understand only what is in true

agreement with its own natural proclivity.

cannot, by dint of self-inherent efficiency, under-

stand revealing signs, emanating from the incom-

mensurable and incomprehensible constitution of

a supernatural personality. There is no mental

communion between different personalities, save

through signs intelligible by means of congruity of

nature. Therefore, it needs a standing miracle to

render humanly comprehensible such signs as may

come to us from a sphere inscrutably transcending

our own nature .

It is eminently enlightening to realize that the

doctrines of any faith, however intuitively that

faith may have been evolved, become gradually

elaborated in logical keeping with the fundamen -

tal conception of such faith. We have before us,

in our own selves, ahuman personality, apparently

self-rounded and autonomous. How is it connected

with being in general? This is the great enigma.

The nature of an individuated personality and its

relation to universal existence and truth form the

manifest mystery, giving rise to our principal re-

ligious and philosophical perplexities. The sundry

ways of apprehending this original enigma draw

with them whole systems of logically consistent

doctrines.

Within the scope of our own Christian develop-

ment, the history of heresies and the scholastic

philosophy bear ample witness to the correctness

of the above assertion. It was Roscelin who, in

the eleventh century, first drew general attention

to this common root of all dissent. He, of course,

got well damned for his pains, and richly deserved

it; for his impertinent speculations on personality

threatened to overthrow one of the chief dogmas

of the orthodox creed. He recognized, namely,

that a diversity of persons logically and naturally

excludes their unity of substance. He argued :

if the three persons of the Trinity are only one

divine being or substance, then all that happens to

one of the persons must also happen to the divine

being or substance itself. If, however, anything

can occur to one of the persons and not to the

others, then they are three separate beings and not

One. It is not here the place to point out the

awkward implications of this reasoning, when ap-

plied to church doctrines. Suffice it to say that

even Anselm, the chief adversary of Roscelin, was

induced by its relevancy to concede : " Tres deus

vera posse dici, si usus admitteret."

In defence of his Church, the illustrious Abelard,

like many before and after him, endeavored to

explain by force of reason the relation of various

autonomous personalities to one including sub-

stance. In this unifying attempt, reason has

always signally failed, because it did not possess

adequate intuitive or experiential premises to

work upon. Evolution, or rather vital organiza-

tion and its functions, as will be shown further on,

are alone competent to furnish a clew to this great

and ancient riddle. The co-inherence of different

attributes, properties, affections, or functions in

one and the same subject throws no light on the

assumed inclusion or participation of divers per-

sonalities in one single substance. For, as -
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ready explained in the twelfth century by the pro-

found Richard a Sancto Victore, "the Deity and

his attributes, as composing an individual substance,

cannot possibly be shared by any other personal-

ity, cannot as such yield anypart of its own nature

to other beings." We see that even in the Dark

Ages not everything seemed possible to those who

were bold enough to follow the light of natural

reason.

In philosophy proper, the same consideration-

also started anew by troublesome Roscelin-gave

rise to the famous contest between realism and

nominalism, which may be said to have its root in

Plato and Aristotle respectively, and which has

lasted ever since. Taking the sundry separate

things we are naturally perceiving to be individual

substances, it follows, in accordance with the same

reasoning as applied to the three persons of the

Trinity, that general ideas, or so-called concepts,

including many such individuals, can have no sub-

stantial reality, but must be mere words or names.

The individual trees, for instance, are the real

existents, the "tree in general" a mere collective

name conventionally and conveniently established

by ourselves. Analogically, then, there would be,

in actual existence, many individual men, but

nothing real corresponding to what is called-

Humanity (! ?) .

Now, every one will feel that, while it is easy to

common sense to accede to the proposition that,

for example, only individual stones or chairs are

real, and not our idea of a universal stone or chair,

it becomes a very different and far more perplex-

ing question when we consider what it is that

gives unity to an organic species, and thus also to

humanity at large, as distinguished from the mere

coexistence and sequence of the separate individual

lives of which it seems composed.

As it is one and the same realizing organ-

namely, our own mind-by which, in both in-

stances, the general conception is formed, is it not

highly probable that the difference so distinctly

felt as regards its objective reality,-the reality of

the general entity stone, and that of the general

entityhumanity,-that this difference must lie prin-

cipally in the vital and social properties which

distinguish anatural man from a natural mineral,

and not in any mysterious efficiency of the mental

operation by which the general conceptions are

framed?

As stated before, the relation of the realizing

individual to universal or super-individual exist-

ence and truth forms the central puzzle of our

world-conception. The emotional apprehension of

this relation constitutes the fundamental intuition

of religion, and determines, in its sundry varia-

tions, the deviation in the aims of life and the

strife engendering diversity of creeds.

We will next consider how Transcendentalism,

and then how Evolution, attempts to deal with the

problem.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH.

Editors of The Index:-

In your issue of March 5, Prof. V. B. Denslow is

credited with the expression of some ideas relative to

the distribution of wealth from which I most em-

phatically dissent. That such ideas were current I

was aware, but always imagined that, in a demo-

cratic community, their propagation would be prose-

cuted in secret, out of regard for public opinion . Prof.

Denslow, however, on some subjects, is no mean

authority, so that his errors in regard to this matter

are the more likely to mislead.

My mode of life, conforming as it does to daily

manual work, ill befits me to cope with a professor in

awar of words. I would, however, question a few of

his assertions, in the hope that others may be led to

think twice before accepting them. "To make wealth

universal," says the professor, would be "to annihi-

late it." Again, "An equal distribution of wealth in

America would give each person $1,000; but what

could he do with it, if [italics mine] values had been

scattered to the winds and production stopped ?"

That "if" was put in well there. Supposing that

eachperson had $1,000: would the value of a cord of

maple on a cold day be less? would hunger be no

more felt ? or does the professor maintain that the

possession of equality of wealth would bring for each

individual an infinite similarity of wealth? Other-

wise, how would values be scattered or productions

cease?

Given an equal distribution of wealth, and, accord-

ing to the professor's words, "manufactures would

cease, commerce would die, and the wheels of society

stop," and more in a similar strain. That is to say,

amanhaving a surplus of butter, but no fire-wood,

would not care about exchanging with a neighbor

having a surplus of fuel, but no butter, because,

forsooth, their possessions in the total were equal!

Perhaps he will tell us next that, if the wealth of

Michigan should equal that of Ohio, Ohio would no

longer need lumber or Michigan need wool.

It may be that, where Prof. Denslow resides, it is

customary for men to retire from active interests

upon the acquirement of a thousand dollars or so.

Now, here, in Northern Michigan, it is not that way.

It happened that my employer set a man helping

me in the most simple yet most laborious part of my

work, who has several thousand dollars bringing

good interest, and is owner of a comfortable home.

Other men among us have as many millions as this

manhas thousands, who lack no incentive to action.

"The unequal distribution of wealth is the great

and only promoter of civilization" : thus saith the

professor! We have wealth in this country, no

doubt; and of its unequal distribution there is no

question, we can all agree on that point. And yet,

with the wealth and the wonderful, energizing ele-

ment of unequal distribution, manufactures, com-

merce, and "the wheels of society" creak dismally

in their rusty old bearings, and gaunt poverty stalks-

But I forbear. I will simply state that our elevators

are crammed with wheat; there are miles of docks

piled high with lumber, and warehouses packed full

of an almost infinite variety of products sufficient for

the present need of all: yet the unequal distribution

has destroyed the power to purchase of so large a

portion of the people that commerce, manufactures,

and the wheels of society seem greatly out of joint.

"Organized capital," says the professor, "is to the

advantage of the whole." In my humble opinion,

from what I can see, read, and hear, organized capi-

tal aims to impoverish the toiling masses by dictating

and diminishing wages. Truly, in their eyes, as the

professor says, "wealth has no meaning without

want"; but what means want without means to sup-

ply it? Destroy the purchasing power of the masses,

and what will you do with the product of labor ?

Pile it up, and preach of over-production! Quote

Malthus, and croak about the spread of socialistic

ideas! The fable of the killing of the goose that laid

the golden eggs may serve to illustrate the kind of

spectacle we would see presented, were "all the world

a stage" and Prof. Denslow stage manager.

Respectfully,

MANISTEE, MICH. , March 11, 1885.

THE NEW RELIGION .

Friend Editors :-

F. HARMER.

"The New Religion," proposed by John Cotton

Dana in the last number of The Index, from which

wonder and faith are proposed to be eliminated, has

called forth in my mind a feeling of wonder that any

sensible man could indite anything so absurd as the

following: "We need not any element of wonder

other than that which the simplest of nature's works

inspires, nor any element of faith as distinct from

belief in a scientific truth." What the "simplest" of

nature's works are we are left to infer. I suppose

the movements of the heavenly bodies, as are con-

ceived by what is known as Kepler's laws, would not

come under the category of the "simplest of nature's

works." And yet it was a knowledge of these three

great laws of planetary motion which led Kepler to

exclaim, "OGod, I think thy thoughts after thee!"

Will the new religion allow of the idea, the

sublime ? I suppose that this savors too much of "the

element of mystery" to suit the view of our essayist.

Or that Alcyon, the brightest star in the Pleiads, is

the centre of the stellar universe, around which our

sun and stars revolve ? This would be too grand a

thought to suit the disciples of the New Religion, as

they must be "inspired" only by "the simplest of

nature's works." Neither would it do, I suppose, to

speak of the wondrous elasticity of the ethereal wave

which binds all space. Or that the brightest hues of

sunset are caused by kindred units of sodium min-

gling into one.

Nothing of the supernatural, of course, is to be

allowed in the New Religion; and yet all that isde-

sirable in our civilization is above nature. Man has

to keep nature under all the time to raise in New

England the "simplest" crop of corn or beans, just

as"the seed of the kingdom" will not produce"some

thirty, some sixty, and some one hundred," except

upon "the good ground." Thorns must not be al-

lowed to choke it; and "the rocky places, where they

hadnotmuch earth" (understanding), musthave more

"deepness of earth. " * What a poor, little, miserable,

simple, unæsthetic science it is which makes man the

mere servant of his limitations ? I see that R. G.

Ingersoll received some $3,000 the other night inNew

York for making sport of the Bible mainly. And yet

in that same book it is written in Exodus xxiii.: "Be-

hold, I send an angel before thee to keep thee in the

way, and bring thee into the place which I have pre-

pared." Now, we Friends have faith in the teachings

of this angel: thus, we learn, not so much from our

limitations (doubts), as from the IDEAL which the

Eternal has throned in man"as observer and guardian

of his life ." And the faith in which we believe con-

sists in fidelity and fealty to the divine witness for

God in the soul.

The difference between divine faith and the mere

belief inspired by science or speculation is thus

alluded to by Isaac Pennington, some two hundred

and forty years ago : "There is a faith which is of

man's self, and a faith which is the gift ofGod, ora

power of believing which is found in the nature of

fallen man, and a power of believing which is given

from above. If man's knowledge, religion, and

worship proceed from and stand in the faith which is

of man, they cannot please God nor conduce to the

salvation of the soul." Thus, we teach thatmancan-

not know the Eternal by the theoretic or speculative

reason, but, as Kant taught, by the practical reason;

i.e. , the universal reason, or the inward light in the

inner self. And this faith we hold to be something

more than mere scientific truth .

Iwas under the impression that science had re-

linquished its search after the Infinite when it as-

sumed the name Agnostic, which name was not

assumed willingly, but in consequence of its failure

to discover the Ultimate in a single grain of sand or a

single drop of water.

How clear it is that everything is known by itself

and not by another! Thus, the Eternal is known by

himself and not by another, knowledge concerning

him being different from all other forms of knowl-

edge: "God hath not been seen at any time: the only

begotten ofthe Father, he hath revealed him." Now,

it requires "depth of ground" to understand such

sayings as these, as we know nothing except through

revelation, each object in nature being revealed by

itself and not by another. Just so the Supreme Mind

reveals himself through the sentiment of faith,hope,

and love; and this sentiment does not belong to

the category of speculative or scientific reason. The

knowledge of God "cometh not by observation." He

seems very distant to those who seek thus to attain

aknowledge respecting him; but he is very near, says

the Yaga Vedas,"to those who feel a wish to know

him." And, till this wish is begotten in the mind,

man is but a wanderer and an alien upon the face of

the earth .

DAVID NEWPORT.

ABINGTON, PA., 1 mo. 16, 1885.

REV. WILLIAM I. GILL writes : "Mr. Charles Froe-

bel, in The Index of March 19, explains the large

attendance in the churches on Sundays so steadily by

saying that they have been taught that Sunday is

God's day peculiarly, in which they must worship

him for the salvation of their soul. Now, I know no

*Matt. xiii., 6.
†Seneca.
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sources, and think him correct in saying :-

"Fond fancies, past the telling,

Come o'er me, idly spelling

Themystic meaning dwelling

Inwhat these Hindus taught:

minister who teaches any difference in days,-only| good things he presents us as translations from varied

thataseventh day for bodily rest and spiritual cult-

ure accords with Scripture and reason, whether it be

the first, last, or middle day of the week; but they

prefer the first, because it is well established and

associated with the resurrection of Christ. Theydo

not understand that any day is enjoined, but that it is

profitable, nay, if well improved, necessary to our

higher spiritual welfare. There are a few narrow

exceptions to this, no doubt; but this is the general

notion. This, therefore, does not explain, as Mr.

Froebel thinks, the secret of Sabbath congregations

in Christian churches."

BOOK NOTICES .

THE SECRET OF DEATH. (From the Sanskrit.) With

Some Collected Poems. By Edwin Arnold, author

of The Light of Asia, and Other Poems . Boston :

Roberts Brothers. 1885. Price $1.00.

This is "the author's only authorized American

edition" of these poems. There is a tripartite poetic

dedication: first, "To America," which begins thus:-

"Thou new Great Britain ! famous, free, and bright !

West of thy West sleepeth my ancient East;

Our sunsets make thy noons ! Day time and night

Meet in sweet morning promise on thy breast."

The "Dedication" proper is "To my Daughter"; the

third, entitled "Introduction," is addressed to his

wife. The poem, "The Secret of Death," from which

the volume takes its name, purports to be a conver-

sation held between an Englishman and a Brahmin

priest, who explains a Sanskrit manuscript, which the

former endeavors to read. Mr. Arnold, better than

any other English-writing poet, seems to have caught

the subtle meaning of the Buddhist faith, and has

given us a most beautiful interpretation of it. The

majority of his American readers will be those igno-

rant of the Sanskrit, ignorant also of the dogmas and

tenets taught by Buddhism. To such, the question

will naturally be suggested whether Mr. Arnold only

faithfully reports, in language suited to the solemn

import of deep thoughted, far-reaching Buddhistic

religion, the genuine utterances of its expounders, or

whether he does not unconsciously enrich and ideal-

ize that faith through the medium of his own exalted

poetic conception of the lessons taught by it. As rep-

resented by him, Buddhism as a religious philosophy,

contains much in exquisite harmony with the most

advanced thought of this age.

Though the dialogue scarcely seems to us the best

form inwhich philosophic truth can best be taught,

yet the naturalness of the conversation is admirably

preserved, and is ameans of adding brilliance to the

thought and strength to the moral of the lesson en-

forced. The frequent interpolation of the original

Sanskrit text, while it gives an air of reality to the

poem, will, we fear, be considered by the general

reader a drawback to the sense of the lesson sought

to be imparted, and to the perfect enjoyment of read-

ing this fine poem, which gives us grand thoughts set

in jewel words. Those who remember Emerson's "If

the red slayer think he slays" will be interested in

Mr. Arnold's version of the same Buddhistic thought,

part of which version we here give :-

"If he that slayeth thinks, 'I slay'; if he

Whomhedoth slay thinks, 'I am slain'-then both

Know not aright ! That which was life in each

Cannotbe slain, nor slay !

The Untouched soul,

Greater than all the worlds [because the worlds

By it subsist], smaller than subtleties

Of things minutest, last of ultimates,

Sits in the hollow heart of all that lives."

Of the other poems of this volume (over forty in

number), though they are very unequal in merit, the

poorest is well worth perusal. They are written in

all sorts of moods and all kinds of measure. Those

written for "occasions" have least poetic worth, but

many of the shorter spontaneous poems show the

hand of the true poet. There is such a musical bar-

baric jingle in poems like "The Cajah's Ride," "A

Bihari Mill-song," and the "Song of the Serpent-

charmers, " that we are fain to believe these to be

veritable transcripts of some native poems; and yet

they are matched so well in spirit and vigor by other

poems on far different subjects in the volume that

we feel inclined to credit Mr. Arnold with all the

"So fast they rise, and faster,

That I bid them overmaster

Slow study ; and far pasther

Carry mywilling thought."

S. A. U.

SONGS IN ALL SEASONS. By James B. Kenyon. Bos-

ton: Cupples, Upham & Co. 1885. Price $1.00.

This pretty volume contains some sixty poems, all

readable, none tiresome, the poetic expression more

thanpassable in all, but none of them possible to be

counted among the poems that will survive this gen-

eration. The best that can be said of them is that

they are rhythmic, sweet, sensuous, and sentimental.

Theyare not strong; but so few poems are strong that

the weakness of these is not discreditable, since they

have"an excuse for being" as atranscript of common

poetic feeling, and willbe read with much pleasure

bymany. Mr. Kenyon seems to be a lover of nature

in all her varied phases. His poems are strongly

marked by this predilection, and he is at his best

when he becomes her interpreter. Among the best

of these poems may be named "The Wanderer" and

"The Tyrian's Memory."

THE April number of the North American Review

contains most interesting articles. Mr. Charles Dud-

ley Warner, in the opening paper,- " A Study of

Prison Management," gives a condensed and ex-

tremely readable account of what has been done at

the Elmira Reformatory in the moral education of

men intrusted to its charge. The statement that

eighty per cent. of the inmates are sent out reformed

and become good citizens speaks volumes for the

methods of the institution. The article is a valuable

contribution to the psychological study of criminal

life. Chief Justice T. F. Hargis has a paper on "The

Law's Delay. " Robert Buchanan writes on "Free

Thought in America," of which he gives no proof in

this article of possessing much information. It is

devoted partly to Ingersoll, whom it abuses, but

mainly to Frothingham, whom it alternately criticises

and patronizingly praises. The article has literary

merits, and some of its criticisms are just ; but, as a

whole, it is superficial, and is no contribution to our

knowledge of "Free Thought inAmerica." Mr. A. R.

Spofford, in "Characteristics of Persian Poetry,"

shows that the poetry of the Persians, "for descriptive

power, for ideality, for lofty imagination, and for

magnificence of diction, is worthy of a high place in

the world's literature." "The Agricultural Crisis in

England," by William E. Bear, is a very clear discus-

sion of questions important to Americans as well as

to Englishmen. The other articles are "How to

Reform Spelling," by Prof. T. W. Hunt, and "The

Army of the Discontented," by T. V. Powderly. The

new department of " Comments" in this number,

consisting of brief criticisms, by different writers, of

articles that have appeared in the Review, is an inter-

esting feature.

THE Popular Science Monthly for April opens with

"The Character andDiscipline of Political Economy,"

by Prof. Laurence Laughlin. In a first paper on "The

Nervous System and Consciousness," Prof. W. R.

Benedict, with the aid of illustrations, describes the

structure of the nervous system, and lays the founda-

tion for a discussion of its relations to consciousness .

Mr. George Iles, in "A Chapter in Fire Insurance,"

sketches a scientific scheme of insurance as it is illus-

trated in the "mutual" plan adopted by a number of

NewEngland factories, in which the first point aimed

at, and with an attained measure of success, is the

prevention of conflagrations. Dr. Franz Boas, a Ger-

man arctic explorer, furnishes an interesting sketch

of life on Cumberland Sound, andof the Esquimaux

who visit or dwell upon its shores, with some of their

superstitions. The Count Goblet d'Alviella, of the

University of Brussels, discusses "The Religious

Value of the Unknowable." Judge Gorham D. Will-

iams suggests, in the matter of " Liquor Legislation,"

a new departure, by which society can take better

care of itself. Mr. Allen Pringle has a well-written

and instructive article on "Apiculture." Other arti-

cles are those of Dr. von Pettenkofer on the modes of

propagation of cholera; of Mr. Fernald, on "Aristotle

as a Zoologist," dealing chiefly with his mistakes ; of

Charles Morris, on the " Structure and Division of

the Organic Cell"; of Mr. Edis, on the "Internal

Arrangement of Town Houses"; and Mattieu Will-

iams' "Chemistry of Cookery" paper on "The Wear

and Tear of the Body." A portrait and a sketch are

given of Prof. John Trowbridge, of Harvard Uni-

versity. New York: D. Appleton& Co.

Weare in receipt of the February and March num-

bers of the Library Magazine, John B.Alden,393 Pearl

Street, New York, publisher. This excellent maga-

zine-which, following the lead of Littell's Living Age

and the Eclectic Magazine, makes a specialty of re-

prints of the best thought of the age-is a marvel of

cheapness, being published monthly, at the nominal

price of $1.50 per year. Among the writers and

articles presented in these two numbers, we have

onlyspace to call attention to the following: "Samuel

Johnson," by EdmundGosse; "Shakspere's Country,"

byRose Kingsley; "John Vanderlyn and Theodosia

Burr," from the New York Times ; "Co-operation in

England," by Thomas Hughes; "The Savage," by

Max Müller; "Two Sun-like Planets," by Richard A.

Proctor; "Secret or Open Sessions of the Senate," by

Benson J. Lossing; "A Word More about America,"

by MatthewArnold; "Imperial Federation," by W. Ε.

Forster, M.P.; "Dublin Castle," by Justin McCarthy;

"The American Audience," by Henry Irving; "A

Shattered Monument," by W. Mattieu Williams; and

"The Disabilities and Limitations of Sex," by Eliza-

beth Cady Stanton, which we notice is credited to the

New York Independent, although it appeared origi-

nally as a contribution to The Index .

In the Atlantic Monthly for April, a good number,

the serials by Craddock, Mrs. Oliphant, and Miss

Jewett are continued, and Dr. Holmes adds the

attraction of a poem, called "The Old Song," to his

instalment of "The New Portfolio." The papers on

Madame Mohl are also continued; and an essay on

"Time in Shakspere's Plays," by Henry A. Clapp,

forms a pendant to a former article on " Time in

Shakspere's Comedies." Adelightful paper entitled

"George Frederick Händel: 1685-1885," by John S.

Dwight; " Political Economy and the Civil War," a

study by J. Laurence Laughlin; a story called "Fate

Dominant," by F. R. Stockton; "An Unclassified

Philosopher," a sketch; and a paper on the Spar-

row, by Olive Thorne Miller,- are the other attrac-

tions of the number. The poetry comprises "Fiam-

metta," by Helen Gray Cone; "Cressid," by Nora

Perry; "The Strange Guest," by Edith M. Thomas;

and "Easter Lilies," by John B. Tabb. There are

also reviews of recent poetry byBrowning, Tennyson,

and Swinburne, and of Gosse's edition of Gray's

Works, together with the usual Contributors ' Club

and Books of the Month. Houghton, Mifflin & Co. ,

Boston.

THE RISE OF INTELLECTUAL LIBERTY

FROM THALES TO COPERNICUS.

By FREDERICK MAY HOLLAND,

Author of The Reign of the Stoics. Price $3.50.

The author of this book has chosen a magnificent sub-

ject; and, although it is formidable in extent and much of

It involved in obscurity, and allof it complicated with

great questions of history and human progress, he has yet

been able to throw much new light upon that liberalization

of thought which went very unsteadily forward during

twenty-two hundred years, before the great modernmove-

ment of the development for intellectual liberty. The

work is a delineation of tendencies, a series of sketches of

the great minds who at different times and under varied

circumstances, and with unequal effect, have struck for

independence of thought, a presentation of the counter-

forces that have antagonized intellectual liberty, and an

account of the working of all those larger agencies which

have in different degrees hindered or promoted freedom

and independence of thought. Without having subjected

thework to critical scrutiny, we are much impressed by
the evidence it shows of extensive and conscientious

labor, the freshness and interest of its chief subject-mat-

ter, the untrammelled treatment of the subject, and the

vigor of the portrayal of thatlong and agonizing conflict

withbigotry and intolerance, religious and political, public

and private, which is the price of our modern liberty of

thinking.-Popular Science Monthly.

The volume shows remarkable research, keen powers of

analysis and comparison, close reasoning, and fairness of

judgment. It will be found an invaluable help to the stu-

dent,whowill be glad to learn that the author contem-

plates a second volume, which will bring the subject down

tothe time of the French Revolution.-Boston Transcript

For sale at THE INDEX office, 44 Boylston Street, Boston,

Mass.
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Seven

The SEVEN GREAT MONARCHIES of the Ancient Eastern

World. By George Rawlinson. Chaldea,Assyria, Babylon, Media, Persia, Par-

thia, and New Persian Empire. In three large 12mo. volumes, large type, with

notes, index, and over 700 illustrations and maps, bound in fine cloth, gilt tops .

Price reduced from $18.00, to $3.00 ; postage 42 cents extra.

"It contains the

studies of a learned

lifetime, and the
faithful student will

rise from its perusal

with a mind enriched by a more vivid

knowledge of that ancient world whose

$18. reduced to $3.

mysteries the race of scholars has been

endeavoring to elucidate."-Mail, Toronto .

Great

" The books, as books, are EXCELLENT. Paper,

type, press-work, illustrations, and binding are all good, and

the price extraordinarily low."-Literary World, Boston .

" These books are a marvel of cheapness and excellence."

-The Examiner, New York City.

Monarchies
"Put forth by Mr. Alden at a price the most penurious

" It is one of a series of historical works Mr. Alden is could not grumble at. As a work of reference it is one of

publishing, in which he seems to have discovered or invented the essentials of a library, like the dictionary and the atlas

the art of combining standard literature, good type, tasty and the cyclopedia. It is a monument of learning, and

and strong binding, numerous illustrations, with the lowest throws a strong light upon the manners and customs, as well

prices. Mr. Alden certainly leads the cheap book move- as upon the arts, history, the geography, and antiquities of

ment at present. "-Christian Advocate, Buffalo, N. Y. Persia, Chaldea, Assyria, Babylon, Media, Parthia, and

"The high character of these volumes is not in dispute.

They cover the ground as that ground is perhaps covered by

no other publication . "-Christian Standard, Cincinnati, O.

"Amagnificent book, comprehensive and exhaustive of the

subject of which it treats . "-Christian Index, Atlanta, Ga.

Prescott's History.
History of the Reign of Ferdinand and Isabella, the

Catholic . By WILLIAM H. PRESCOTT, Corresponding Member of the

French Institute. Member ofRoyalAcademy of History at Madrid, etc.
New Illustrated Library Edition, in two volumes, smallocta-

vo, including portraits and other illustrations Long Primer type, fine

heavy paper, fine cloth, gilt tops Price $2.00; postage 30 cents.

PopularEdition, from the same plates as the above, the two
volumes bound in one, neat cloth. Price $1.25; postage 15 cents.

Sassania. The maps and illustrations are clear and copi-

ous."-Times, Brooklyn, New York .

Guizot's France.
A History ofFrancefrom the Earliest Times to 1848.

ByM. Guizor and his daughter, MME. GUIZOT DE WITT. Translatedby

Robert Black. With 426 fine ustrations, Complete in 8 volumes , small

octavo, of about 500 pages each. Price $8.00, postage $1.20. Cheap-

er Edition , 8 volumes, 12mo. Price, $5.00; postage 72 cents.

100-PAGE CATALOGUE sentfree. The best lit-

erature of the world at the lowest prices ever known. Books sent for
EXAMINATIONBEFOREPAYMENTon reasonable evidence of

good faith. Mention this paper. Address

P. O. Box 1227.

JOHN B. ALDEN , Publisher,

393 Pearl Street, New York.

THE

'FREIDENKER."

Freedom, Culture, and Prosperityforall !

(Organof the Freethinkers of NorthAmer-
ica, of the Union of Radicals, and the

North American Turnerbund.)

Editor, C. Hermanu Boppe.

TERMS, PER ANNUM, IN ADVANCE :

UNITED STATES AND CANADA:

Freidenker..

$2.50
Turnerische Ausgabe des Freidenker

( Amerikanische Turnzeitung) ........ 3.00

EUROPE:

Freidenker..

$3.00
Turnerische Ausgabe des Freidenker

(Amerikanische Turnzeitung) ........ 3.50

Sample copies sent, on application, free of

charge.

In this weekly, which is now in the thir-

teenth year ofits existence, political, social,
and religious matters are discussed with a

view to general enlightenmentandprogress.

The Amerikanische Turnzeitungis especially

ing to physical culture and matters of in-

devoted to discussion of topics

terest to lovers of the gymnastical art.

Since Jan. 1, 1885, the Freidenker has been

enlarged, thus furnishing CONSIDERABLY

MORE READING MATTER, while the PRICE

REMAINS THE SAME AS BEFORE.

For the convenience of those of our read-

ers who are chiefly interested in matters

relating to gymnastics, the Freidenker and

its former supplement, the Turnzeitung,

have been consolidated into one paper,
called Amerikanische Turnzeitung, with the

sub-heading "Turnerische Ausgabe des
Freidenker."

This paper contains more reading matter

than furnished by both the Freidenker and

Turnzeitung heretofore. In making these
changes, the publishers have incurred great

expense; and we therefore solicit the hearty

co-operation of all friends of the cause in

securing for the Freidenker and the Ameri-

kanische Turnzeitung a wider circulation.

We also publish

H. T. MARSHALL'S J. HART & CO. , The Independent Pulpit, "Erziehungsblaetter, "
PATENT

ADJUSTABLE

LACE

CONGRESS

MARSHA
LL'S

PAT.
MAY13,188

4
.

Is easily adjusted to fit any instep or ankle at

any time, and will not uncomfortably draw

the ankle, like ordinary congress. It has the

stylish appearance of a lace boot and allthe
convenience of any congress in putting on or

off the foot. Marshall's Pat. Pat'd May 13,
1884, woven in the front strap or stamped on

the shank of each shoe. If your dealer do's

notkeepthem, send postal for directions how
toget them to the Patentee and Manufacturer

of Men's, Boys', and Youth's Fine Boots and

Shoes. Tennis Shoe for Ladies and Gents a
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THE Freidenker for March 22 charges the Social-

ist of New York with inconsistency in sometimes

declaring that the emancipation of the lower classes

should be carried on by distribution of the most

advanced books and pamphlets without recourse

to violence, and sometimes asserting that the

socialistic democrats have always been of opinion

that their ends were to be attained by revolution,

and not by continual agitation. The Freidenker's

own preference is, of course, for peaceful measures.

FRANCOIS XAVIER BEAUDRY, the wickedest

man in Montreal, died last week. His fortune,

estimated at more than two millions, was built up

by leasing houses for immoral purposes. Up to

a few days before his death, he personally col-

lected his exorbitant rents, from door to door.

At the advance of mortality, he made his peace

with the Church, and willed $350,000 for an or-

phanage. His funeral at Notre Dame was all

that the utmost ritual of Rome could make it.

Whatwouldbe said if the Montreal Freethought

Club had honored such a man after his death ?

ABOSTON correspondent of the Western Chroni-

cle, published at Kentville, Nova Scotia, after re-

ferring to the architectural, intellectual, and social

contrasts seen in this city, says: "Living almost

between these two extremes (the light and beauty

of Commonwealth Avenue overshadowed by the

horror and blackness of North and Richmond

Streets) is a class that surprises a stranger more

than any other in Boston,-a class of sharpers,

known as mediums, clairvoyants, seers, and fort-

une-tellers ; and the number of this class is one of

the saddest commentaries on our boasted civiliza

tion. For not only are they numerous, but they

are flourishing; and their wealth is derived from

the credulity of a half-educated people. And to

think that there is such a class, right under the

shadow of Bunker Hill, in the most cultured city

in America, is one of the most discouraging signs

of the times. But so large is the business, and so

farand deeplydoes it ramify, that it better be left

for another paper."

LAST week, funeral services were held, in this

city, over the deceased pugilist, "Joe" Goss. Rev.

Henry H. Haynes, of St. Paul's Episcopal Church,

who conducted the services, said that he had been

the spiritual adviser of the deceased, who in the

last hours of his life "took no interest in any con-

versation except that relating to his spiritual wel-

fare ; and, upon this subject, he sometimes dis-

coursed in an eloquent manner." The reverend

gentleman spoke very confidently of his soul's

salvation. A large crowd attended, including

many pugilists and sporting men. The floral

emblems were unusually elaborate. The most

expensive tribute, sent by the champion bruiser,

Sullivan, was a floral "gates ajar" five feet high

and three feet wide. One Patsy Shepard's trib-

ute was a wreath and cross entwined. Another

was a belt, eighteen inches in diameter and five

inches high, emblem of the dead prize fighter's

career in the ring. Thus, the symbols of piety

and pugilism, of salvation and slugging, decorated

the coffin, to the great satisfaction, evidently, of

the admirers of the deceased.

In a letter to one of our American journals,

Theodore Stanton says : "At the inauguration,

last autumn, of the George Sand statue, M. de

Lesseps spoke as follows : 'I have read George

Sand in every country of the universe, but this did

not stop me from reading her last night. In her

honor, I have named one of my ten children

Solange. M. Arsène Houssaye has said that the

French Academy ought to have given George

Sand a seat in its midst. If a woman were to

enter the Academy, in ten years there would only

be women there, no men would be wanted ! '

M. de Lesseps is soon to be admitted into this

exclusive body, which has counted among its mem-

bers such poets as Corneille and Racine, such

statesman as Colbert and Thiers, such ecclesiastics

as Bossuet and Dupanloup, such lawyers as

Montesquieu and Dufaure, such philosophers as

Voltaire and Cousin, such naturalists as Buffon

and Cuvier, such orators as Roger-Collard and

Berryer, such historians as Guizot and Henri

Martin. And I do not think his name will be

out of place in such a brilliant list of world-famed

celebrities . Ferdinand de Lesseps is, indeed,

worthy of a seat in this noble company, even

though it frowned upon George Sand. "

THE Boston Sunday Herald, in a sensible edito

rial on "The Devil as a Schoolmaster," protests

against the stimulating, forcing process in our

public schools which separates the bright from the

dull scholars in the class room, giving incentives

to the former when they do not need them, and

discouraging the latter, to their injury. The

method is declared, and justly, we believe, to be

"demoralizing both to teachers and pupils. And,

in fact, the whole bent of our education at the

present time, so far as it relates to the moral

nature of our youth, is to destroy the principles of

virtue and character on which a sound educa-

tion should be based. The bright pupils work

from wrong motives, the dull pupils are made to

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

hate and envy the bright ones, and the true ends

of education are lost sight of in the evil passions

that are constantly engendered. Everybodyknows

that in perhaps a majority of cases the tables are

turned when the public school is exchanged for

the engagements and activities of later life. Then

the blockheads of the public school begin to

emerge to their rightful place; and the talent or

genius that the system of the public school did

nothing to develop, but everything to discourage,

begins to take its rightful place in the world.

Why cannot education,even in its beginning, be

conducted on its own merits, and for ends which

are closely related to good morals ? Why must

envy, strife, and emulation be stirred up in the

little hearts that need all that is pure from the

start, to help them to buffet the evil that is in

the world ?"

Or those ordinarily discharged from State

prisons, sixty per cent. have to be imprisoned

again for criminal acts. In connection with this

fact, Charles Dudley Warner's statement, in the

April number of the North American Review, that

of those who enter through the door of crime the

Reformatory at Elmira, under the superintendence

of Z. R. Brockway, and are discharged,eighty per

cent. are reformed or passed out of the criminal

class, and made law-abiding citizens, leaving but

twenty per cent. in the condition of permanent

criminals, is very suggestive. The leading feature

of this Reformatory is compulsoryeducation. Only

those who have been before convicted are received

there. The term of confinement is made to de-

pend upon the conduct of the convict. He is sub-

jected to the most thorough examination as to

physical, mental, and moral characteristics, ca-

pacity, and acquirements. The system of marks

of merit is precise and inexorable,demanding not

only good behavior, but industry, thoroughness,

and faithfulness as indispensable conditions of

first a parole and afterwards of a complete dis-

charge from the institution. The measures em-

ployed are both repressive and preventive. The

discipline is of that vigorous and wholesome char-

acter which tends to develop what has been neg-

lected in the early training. All the severities and

hardships of the State prison are reserved for

those who refuse the milder treatment; but miti-

gation of punishment, parole, and final discharge

are kept before the worst class even, and the moral

forces which belong to the family, the school, and

the workshop are constantly brought to bear

upon all. The effect of this system upon the

criminal's appearance and conduct is said to be

remarkable. "The old convict heaviness andhope-

less inertness of flesh are gone, gone, with the

depressing hang-dog look. We see here the well-

known criminal type of head, but the expression

of face is altogether changed: stupidity and hope-

lessness have givenwayto intelligence and ambi-

tion." Do not the results of this experiment war-

rant the opinion that the same methods, introduced

into the general management of State prisons,

would be agreat improvement on the barbarous
methods now employed ?
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THE CHURCHES AS PHILANTHROPIC SO-

CIETIES .

The last twenty or twenty-five years have been

working an important change in the activities of

the churches, especially those of the evangelical

type, which Liberalism is not sufficiently apt to

recognize. Philanthropic and charitable objects

are engaging their attention much more than

formerly. Of course, they hold to their creeds,

though sometimes, to-day, in a very relaxed form;

and these give the staple of, or at least color to,

the ordinary teachings of the pulpits. But the

pulpitword does not hold the relative importance

in a completely equipped church organization

which once it did. It has been quite the habit for

those of radical beliefs, in respect to religion, to

charge that the evangelical churches are so ab-

sorbed in teaching irrational dogmas, and in sav-

ing souls by the ecclesiastical fashion for the

future world, that they pass by unheeded the

crying distresses of this world, and give little or

no attention to the works of humanity. And

there was a timewhen this chargewas essentially

just. There are churches, doubtless, of which it

would still be true. But, as a general charge

against the churches, it would be true no longer.

Perhaps the sting of the charge has, to some ex-

tent, gone home to the conscience of the churches,

and aroused them to a quicker sense of their

duties and opportunities. There has been, in any

event, a great reform in their methods. Here, for

instance, is a clipping which shows what a single

church in the city of New York is doing :-

The Church of the Holy Communion, New York,

sets an example worthy of all imitation as a working

church . It has 900 communicants on its roll . These

keep in operation a baby shelter ; an industrial school,

registering 354 names; an employment society, fur-

nishing work to 60 poor women each week; a work-

ingmen's club, whose membership numbers 203,

whose income last year was over $1,300, and which

has in connection a literary club and a relief associa-

tion; a special club for boys ; a home for aged women,

which had last year 14 inmates, and provides this

year for 20; a shelter for respectable girls, which has

never less than 30 inmates; a summer home at Hast-

ings-on-the-Hudson, where last summer more than

100 persons were entertained; and a coal fund, by

means of which poor people are able to obtain coal

at greatly reduced rates. It may readily be con-

ceived that a church whose members thus devote

their energies to works of practical philanthropy is

not likely to have either time or inclination for the

numerous "entertainments" which seem the best

expedient most modern churches are able to devise

for promoting social intercourse and good will.

The church here named-which, presumably, is

of the Episcopalian order-has, doubtless, excep-

tional financial resources, and must have an un-

usual supply of zealous, working members. Not

all churches could maintain so many and expen-

sive benevolent enterprises, even if they had the

desire to do it ; though desire and zeal, it should

be added, are also great financiers, and frequently

accomplish wonders in solving pecuniary problems.

But, though this church may be an exception in

the amount of philanthropic work it is doing, it is

by no means very exceptional in the fact of doing

such kinds of work. The prominent churches in

large cities, and to some extent in the smaller

cities and towns, are turning their attention more

andmore to similar objects of philanthropy. We

saw only this last week, by the side of another

church in New York than the one named above,

a substantial building, inscribed "Boys' Club."

These boys' clubs we understand to be intended

for boys who have no home advantages, and not

as an additional luxury, and a possibly dangerous

one, for the sons of pew-proprietors. Trinity

lent charitable organizations. So, too, does the

church of the same name in Boston. Other

churches in Boston might easily be mentioned

that are also engaged in praiseworthy benevolent

and educational enterprises. Perhaps none of

them does all that it might do and ought to do of

such work. But they are beginning to do it, and

some of them are doing a good deal of it. And

credit should be given to the churches for having

come so largely to recognize philanthropy as one

of the proper objects of their existence.

The criticism is sometimes made that, when

evangelical churches take up these charitable

enterprises, they do it with an ecclesiastical aim,

and give to all their work a peculiar ecclesiastical

flavor, which makes it distasteful, and sometimes

repulsive, to self-respecting and liberal minds.

In cases where there is good ground for this criti-

cism, and especially for the latter half of it, it

does, indeed, detract much from the merit of such

enterprises regarded in the light of pure benevo-

lence. When persons discover that they are made

the objects of charity for the glory of some

church, or that sectarian zealots are taking advan-

tage of their needs to hoodwink their souls into

accepting doctrines and rituals which might not

otherwise attract them, there is something in

every manly nature that revolts from being thus

operated upon. Ahealthful mental stomach, even

in a poor man, will naturally turn against a creed

which it is attempted to sugar-coat with charity.

The wounded soldier in hospital who threw from

him with an oath a toothsome cracker, into which

some Christian missionary society had had the

words baked, "Come to Jesus," showed a kind of

robust heroism, not unlike that with which he

had faced the bullets in battle. Yet it is greatly

to be doubted whether there is nearly so much

ground for this criticism as there once was. Many

churches, Orthodox as well as Unitarian, are now

doing excellent benevolent work without, appar-

ently, any other thought than the humanity of

doing it . With regard to some of the charitable

enterprises maintained by the church whose good

works are described in the foregoing extract, it is

difficult to see how any sectarian motive or bias

could enter into them.

And, indeed, if it has really come to be a fact

that the churches see that a wise expediency de-

mands that they shall devote their energies less

exclusively than once to instruction in dogmas and

shall give more attention to philanthropic objects,

this should be cause for rejoicing rather than crit-

icism. It is one of the fruits of the general prog-

ress of liberal views ; and it behooves Liberalism,

at least, thankfully to acknowledge the spread of

its own ideas. Here is a foregleam of what the

churches might become, and what some day they,

perhaps, will largely become, if, emancipated from

bondage to authoritative creeds, they should be

put to the service of human needs as centres of

philanthropic and humane activity. And, mean-

time, it also behooves the Liberalism that is out-

side of all churches to ask whether it is itself

keeping pace with the churches in organizations

for philanthropic work.
4

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

THE CONCEPTION OF LIFE.

II.

All questions of life are so closely linked with

those of death-the problems of their essential

nature, origin, extinction, and measure, are so

intimately involved that their independent solu-

tion appears practically impossible.

The logical necessity of extending the definition

of the essential nature of life to the inclusion of

Church, in New York, supports a number of excel- i inorganic (crystalline) as well as organic individ-

uality has been indicated by the results of the

preceding discussion, and the question of a com-

mon law or standard of measure for estimating

the relative quantities of their life and death now

demands our first attention. As we have seen, in

both cases, that of the organic and that of the in-

organic individualities, a material and dynamic

plexus is con-inertially active in opposition to,

and for the subjection of, the chaos of matter,

motion, and force by which the living form is

surrounded, thwarted, and assailed. In the ratios

of the contending powers, it is, therefore, that we

must look for the standard of measure.

Mr. Herbert Spencer has stated that the amount

of "life varies as the degree of the correspondence"

(between life and its environment). Before vent-

uring to discuss either the correctness or the

completeness of this statement, it will be neces-

sary to call attention to the fact that the terms

"life" and "death" admit of a twofold interpreta-

tion,either as designations of states (or rather as

the assertion and negation, respectively, of one

state, that of life) or as names of antagonistic

processes more properly termed "living" and

"dying." As Mr. Spencer has defined life as a

"continuous adjustment," it appears plain that it

is in the sense of a process that he desires to have

it considered.

It is true that "states" and "processes" are

mutually convertible conceptions. By the "in-

tegration of time and force," a "state" maybecome

a "process" ; by the "differentiation of force and

time," a "process" maybe converted into a "state."

But, notwithstanding this fact, it will be well to

keep the two meanings of "life" and "death" care-

fully separated, if we would arrive at a correct

standard of measure for their respective quantities.

Taking life and death in the sense of states, and

bearing in view that the essence of life has been

sought and found, in a preceding chapter of this

essay, to be located in the existence of a power,

inhering in all living forms (morphocratic power),

to bring extraneous modes of matter, motion, and

force into absolute subjection to its sway, it neces-

sarily follows that the state of death-which is but

a negation of that of life-consists in the absence

of this power from the matter held as "dead."

Considering life and death as processes, the

longer we dwell upon their problem, the stronger

grows the conviction that they are in reality but

abstractions, never singly exercising exclusive au-

thority over the domain of any individual materiał

mass. Only that which is absolutely devoid of

individuality is truly dead. But such absolute

death is a state, and not a process. Every true

individual is simultaneously living and dying.

All existence is but an eternal struggle for su--

premacy between the forces of the form and those

of its surroundings. The "correspondence" or

"continuous adjustment" of internal relations to

external relations must hold for all material

masses, dead as well as living. But so also must

the continuous adjustment of external relations

to those which are internal. Each set of relations

contends for the mastery over the other. The

vicissitudes of the battle mark the amplitude of

the complex wave of life (birth, evolution) and

death (dissolution, involution). For these reasons,

I hold that Mr. Spencer's statement that the

amount of "life varies as the degree of correspond-

ence" requires modification.

To begin with a rough statement, it may be said

that the quantity of the process of life (living) any-

where eventuating varies directly as the domination

ofthe forces of the living forms (morphocratic sway)

over the forces of the forms' environment, and, fur-

ther, as a correlative or reciprocal conception,

that the quantity of the process ofdeath (dying) any-
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where eventuating varies directly as the subjection of

the forces of the living forms (morphocratic enslave-

ment) to theforces ofthe forms' environment.

But these definitions are by no means complete.

All of the forces pertaining to the living form are

not effective in maintaining or extending its sway

over those of the environment, nor are all the

latter's forces active in resisting the inroads of the

morphocratic power. Much of the force of life

is lost to the struggle through internal interfer-

ence, a fact unobservable in the crystal, made

plainly manifest in the diseases to which the indi-

viduals of the animal and vegetalworlds are liable,

and emerging into the focus of general recogni-

tion in the competitive struggles which agitate

the molecules (individuals) and masses (classes,

parties, nations,and races) of the social organism.

For this reason, the dominating power of the

forces of the form, as well as the effective power

of the forces of the environment, should be stated

to consist in their "net" quantity or algebraic

sum.

The process of life having been ascribed to a

domination of its forces over those of the environ-

ment, that of death to a subjection of the same

forces, the relation of the two processes can be

still better represented as a ratio between the

algebraic sums of the two sets of forces. Thus, the

law of the relative quantity of life and death may

be againformulated.

The relative quantities of the processes of life (liv-

ing) and death (dying) anywhere simultaneously

eventuating vary directly as the ratio between the

algebraic sum of theforces of the living forms and the

algebraic sum oftheforces of the environment.

There remains still to be noted the element

oftime. The rate at which the absolute subjection

of the external relations and forces of the environ-

ment to the internal relations of the living being

is accomplished measures the velocity of its life,

the rate at which the reverse process completes

itself records the speed of its dying.

Inexploring the domain of the inorganic world

for manifestations of the morphocratic power of

life, we found its representative in the crystal.

But, while the crystal is always composed of like

or at least similar molecular forms of matter, the

organicindividual is constructed of materials differ-

ingwidely in chemical composition.

cratic power, all death is but a manifestation of

morphopathic weakness.

All living, inorganic as well as organic, forms

arise under the conquering influence of impulsive

forces inhering in the form itself. All dead forms

originate through the action of the compulsive

forces of the environment. All life is a liberation,

all death an enslavement, of matter.

Life being a process of liberation, its meaning

to the sentient, conscious being is that of liberty

to obey the commands of its own desires, volitions,

impulses, purposes, and motives. Its antithesis,

the compulsion of death, is hated and feared as

theconsummate absolute denial of this most sacred

of all inalienable rights. And so also every ad-

vance toward greater liberty of feeling, thought,

and action, is treasured by humanity as a price-

less gain, all relapse into tyranny and enslave-

ment mourned as an irreparable loss, to its col-

lective life and existence.

recognized natural rights of person, property, or

children. Theymight haveprevented their State

legislature from unsettling these ancient ideas by

modifying their statutes in regard to the relations

of husband and wife, and preserved that time-

honored belief of a perfect union in which they

twain are one, and that one the husband.

They might have so moulded public opinion as

to saveyoungwomen from the dangers of college

life, from the trades and professions, from the

courts, the hospitals, the pulpit, the editor's chair,

and all reformatory organizations, and encom-

passed them round about withthe sacred influences

of home ; concentrating their hopes and ambitions

on the innocent spinning-wheel, the plum pudding,

the darning-needle, that they might have never

wandered outside the prescribed sphere in which

the Pilgrim mothers so beautifully exemplified all

the Christian graces. But, unfortunately, the "Re-

monstrants" waited too long effectually to block

the wheels of progress. Other women more activeBut, as it is the character of the intelligent

being's desires, volitions, impulses, purposes, and ❘ and far-seeing than themselves struck the death

motives which cites it before the supreme judg-

ment seat of morality, so it is here that we cross

the sacred threshold of the temple, whence from

its holiest of holies emanate the forces of ethics,

charged to execute the decrees of the good, the

free, and the beautiful.

For we hold this truth to be self-evident,-that

it is not for its actions, but for its desires and

purposes, that the rational being is morally respon-

sible.. And only the free being is owner "to the

manor born" of its desires and purposes; only in

a state of liberty is morality possible.

CHARLES FROEBEL.

REPUBLICAN QUEENS ABDICATE THEIR

THRONES.

blow at all these old forms of slavery in 1848, when

New York passed the Married Woman's Property

Bill, and recognized the wife's individual existence.

They created a public sentiment in favor of the

independent personal and property rights of

women, and aroused in Eve's daughters a desire

to explore the worldsthat laybeyond their para-

dise.

And now-with school suffrage in twelve States

of the Union, and full suffrage in three Territo-

ries; with woman's political status a subject for

continuous debate in Congress and State legislat-

ures; with municipal suffrage conceded in the

whole British Empire and Parliamentary suffrage

in the Isle of Man-it is as vain for the little band

of "Remonstrants" to block this grand movement

as it was for Dame Partington to check the inflow-

❘ing tide of the mighty ocean. The spirit of the

age and existing facts are all against them; and

what a pitiful manifestation of womanhood this

movement is !

In the whole history of the woman suffrage

movement, we have had no fact that illustrates

the degradation of our sex in so pronounced and

unmistakable a manner as that body of Massachu-

setts "Remonstrants" who have recently appeared

before their legislature,pleading that the women

of that State should not be enfranchised. In

other words, that the experiment of self-govern-

ment, being tried for the first time by a great

nation, might not be completed; that the grand

liberal ideas of the equality of the human family,

for which their ancestors struggled, suffered, and

died, might never be realized, at least for one-half

the race; that the rights,privileges, and immuni

ties of citizenship might be confined to the male

line, whether foreign or native, black or white,

washed or unwashed, learned or unlearned, drunk

or sober, a condition of subjection to such rulers

being supposed to be more in harmony with

woman's natural delicacy and refinement than the

responsibility of governing herself.

Yet, even in the inorganic world we meet with

certain apparently crystalline forms, which are

not always of homogeneous composition, but fre-❘

quently, in the heterogeneity of their molecular

constituents, appear to be closely analogous to the

living forms of the organic world. These peculiar

agglomerations are known to scientists under the

name of "pseudomorphs" (literally, "false forms ") ,

because their outlines never represent a crystal-

line form proper to their constituents, but always

imitate that of some other foreign substance. They

are produced either by the gradual alteration of a

crystal resting in its rocky bed or by the refilling

of an empty crystal-mould, from which the legiti-

mate inhabitant has been previously, by some

destroying agency, removed. In considering the

relations which such "pseudomorphs" bear to the

law of life, it must always be borne in mind that

the forces to the action of which they owe their

existence, and which preserve their unity, are not

inherent, but exherent and foreign; not impul-

sive, but compulsive, forces. The pseudomorph

is not the representative of a higher and more

complex mode of inorganic life, but rather of its

subjection anddeath.

I cannot recall a single case in all history, of a

woman, when heir to a throne, voluntarily surren-

dering her royal position. Butwe read of many

aqueen who fought bravely for her rightful inher-

itance, and, in theface ofprolonged struggle, chose

death even rather than to see her crown on the

brow of another. Suppose, when the day ap-

proachedfor Victoria to be crowned Queen ofEng-

land, she had gone before the House of Commons

or Lords, and asked to be relieved from the re-

sponsibilities of government, on the ground that

she had not the moral stamina nor intellectual

ability for the position; that her natural delicacy

and refinement shrank from the publicity; that

she was looking forward to the all-absorbing duties

of home life, to love and courtship, to husband,

children, and to that "indirect influence" on so-

ciety, religion, and politics, so muchmore powerful

What should we have thought of the slaves from

theSouthern plantations going before Congress, ac-

companied by their white masters, when the Four-| for good than direct action can be for woman.

teenth Amendment was under consideration, to

plead their own lack of strength and morality

against their enfranchisement ? Why, we should

simplyhave said the system ofslavery has destroyed

their self-respect, utterly demoralized them. And

this is all that can besaid in extenuation of the ac-

tionofthese Massachusetts "Remonstrants." What

a pity for their own purposes that they slumbered

and slept so far into the nineteenth century ! If

they had been awake to their high duties fifty

years ago, they might have preserved intact the

old common law of England, which enabled hus-

bands to protect their wives' property and children

so absolutely that the women had no cumbering

cares andresponsibilities in spending money, keep.

In the state of death, all matter is in a condition

of "pseudomorphism" essentially passive. In the

living state, it is a eumorphism, active and victorious.

All life being due tothe manifestations of morpho- ing accounts, or in the ownership of babies,-no

Suppose, with a tremulous voice, and a few stray

tears in her blue eyes, and her head drooping on

one side, she had said she knew nothing of the

science of government; that a crown did not befit

a woman's head; that, in case of war, she could

not fight, and hence she could not reign, as there

must be force behind the throne; that she had not

strength even to wave her country's flag, and

much less to hold the sceptre of power over so vast

an empire. What would the members of Parlia-

menthave thought in listening to such superlative

nonsense. What would the nations of the earth

have said? All alike would have stood aghast, and

said, That girl must bedemented : the blood of the

House of Hanover has evidently run out.

But, instead of this pitiful spectacle, she pre-
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pared herself by study and reflection for the ex-

alted position she was called to fill ; and, when

the hour for her coronation arrived, though but a

girl of seventeen, she marched down the broad

aisles of Westminster Abbey, surrounded by repre-

sentatives of Church and State, foreign diplomats,

lords and ladies, with agrace and dignity becom-

ing the grandeur of the occasion. And at the

altar she took the oath "to support the civil laws,

customs, and statutes, the laws of God, the Protes-

tant reformed religion, the Church of England,

and promised security for the Church of Scotland,"

the Archbishop of Canterbury administering the

oath, andplacing the crown, worn by a long line of

kings, upon her brow. Thus, with becoming self-

respect, she accepted her honors; and the nation

gloried in their youthful queen.

Neither did the burdens of government destroy

her domestic affections. She no doubt enjoyed

the attentions of Prince Albert as a lover, was as

faithful to him as a wife, as devoted to her chil-

dren, as observant of the rules of social etiquette,

as any unknown beauty in the most remote corner

of the British Isles. The Massachusetts Remon-

strants cannot fill the whole round of human duties

better than Queen Victoria has done. And yet, if

they had been in England at that time, in their

present state of mind, they would have implored

Parliament to pass a bill confining the succession

to the male line, and adopt the Salic law of their

wise neighbors over the Channel,-a law which

worked so admirably in France in depriving women

of all royal prerogatives and all rights in landed

estates that it was introduced into Spain by the

Bourborn Philip V. in 1713, but abolished by

Ferdinand VII. in 1830, in favor of his daughter

Isabella. And now, in 1885, women of age and

experience, of ordinary intelligence, in the State of

Massachusetts, under the very shadow of Bunker

Hill and Faneuil Hall, propose to resurrect the old

ideas in government, repudiated by a Spanish king

over half a century ago !

Why, it was enough to make Ferdinand VII.

turn in his grave, if his spirit was permitted to

witness that demoralizing scene in the capitol at

Boston !

has a natural right to exercise under government

whatever power is necessary to protect his person

and property against all aggressions, and avoice in

the laws and law-makers is the only way this can

be accomplished. Again, the right of suffrage is

the only mark of distinction in this country be-

tween the different classes. Those who can vote

are the privileged classes,-the aristocracy, the

nobility, the sovereigns.

Those who cannot form a heterogeneous mass,

a singular compound of the disreputable and the

unfortunate, occupying the same political status

with the youth, virtue, and intelligence of the

nation. These are the idiots, lunatics, criminals,

foreigners not naturalized, rebels, minors, and

women. But time can restore to all these classes

except women the honors of citizenship. The

foreigner can get his naturalization papers, the

minorcanreach his majority,the criminal can be

pardoned, the lunatic can become sane, even the

idiot by a fracture of the skull can be restored to

common sense, and vote. Those engaged in the

late war are already part of the ruling power in

government. But there is no possible transforma-

tion, known to either science or accident, by which

awomancan become a male idiot, lunatic, crimi-

nal, foreigner, or minor. Hence, she does not

properly belong in this category. Disfranchise-

ment is evidently considered a punishment, a deg-

radation,properly inflicted on criminal and incom-

petent classes; but by no possibility can it be

made to appear that it is to woman's honor and

glory that she is denied the right of suffrage.

"The highest earthly desire of a ripened mind,"

says Thomas Arnold, "is the desire of taking an

active share in the great work of the government."

ELIZABETH CADY STANTON.

THE TWO PROBLEMS .

The great, the underlying problems which have

agitated, which have convulsed the races of man

during all the ages of recorded history are two:

Production is one, Distribution is the other.

The first great problem of civilization is how to

produce wealth,--how to cultivate, how to work,

how to manufacture, how to make that, how to

perfect this . The second great problem of civili-

zation is how to distribute wealth,--how to move

the products grown, how to exchange the articles

made : how are we to transport the coal from the

deep, dark hole, where it is of no use, to the iron

furnace where it is greatly needed ? how are we to

exchange this extra pair of shoes, which we do not

want, for that surplus barrel of flour at the mill,

which our family must have, or die ? These, then,

are the two, the great, the basic, the underlying

problems, upon the intelligent solution of which

our civilization, our very existence, depend.

All the petty arguments of the "Remonstrants"

about "home," "morality," "weakness," "influ-

ence," "whispering in the ears of husbands and

legislators," so admirably disposed of by the Rev.

D. P. Livermore in his review, have no special sig-

nificance; but their assertion that suffrage is not

anatural right is a fatal admission for any citizen

of a republic. The right of the people to a voice

in the government has long been conceded, as a

principle of equity, in both England and France;

and their legislation is steadily in that direction.

The declarations of our American statesmen are

clear and concise. And our legislation, too, is re-

flecting the liberal ideas that "no just government | machinery: it utilizes inventions, applies chemis-

can be formed without the consent of the gov-

erned"; "that to tax a man's property without his

consent is to deprive him of every civil right" ;

"that they who have no voice in the laws under

which they live are in a condition of slavery."

The first problem treats of labor, of force, of

try, and advances science. The second problem

contains the questions of wages, of transportations ,

of exchanges, of ethics, and of the ways and the

means of payments. In the first problem, the

question is how to occupy labor, how to employ

force, how to apply invention, how to utilize dis-

covery, and how to diversify and perfect our fin-

ished articles of manufacture. In the second prob-

lem, the question is, how are we to distribute the

wages, the burdens, the taxes, the necessaries, the

conveniences, the luxuries of our labors, of our

fields, of our workshops ?

According to the spirit of our institutions, our

Declaration of Rights, the principles laid down in

our Constitution, the American people were all

declared sovereigns July 4, 1776,-the crown of citi-

zenship was theoretically placed on the head of

every native-born man and woman of legal age,

and the ballot in thehand of every member of the

State, binding all alike to labor for the success

of the republic. The fact that men wrested these

rights from women-rights some of them had ex-

ercised under every colonial government, as well❘ tuted grandeur, abarbaricconfederation, a govern-

as in the mother country, from time immemorial

-does in no way vitiate their title. Every citizen

From the intelligent employment of force results

national power. Force represents the first prob-

lem; and, if solved alone, it will form an ill-consti-

ment of privileged and incorporated classes, such

as we have in these United States to-day,-a gov-

ernment in which all the material elements are

combined, a government into which no moral

principle enters. From the intelligent distribution

of services results individual happiness. Distribu-

tion represents the second problem; and,upon the

happy and prosperous homes of an educated peo-

ple, agreat nation canbe formed. By intelligent

distribution, we must not understand equal dis-

tribution, but equitable distribution. The highest

equality is equity. With equity, we will have

justice and good fellowship, we will have the

strong and educated having a care for the weak

and the uneducated,we will have co-operation in

the place of competition, we will have interde-

pendent common-interests in the place of inde-

pendent special-privileges ; and we will have a

high plane of intellectual,wholesome, vigorous life

instead of the low, depraved, diseased, criminal

existence through which we now struggle.

The solving of this, the second great problem of

civilization, without at the same time solving the

first great problem, wouldbe fraught with disaster

no less gory than history has painted in our own

and ancient times in connection with the solution

of the first great problem. The two great prob-

lems of civilization must be solved together, to be

well solved. There have been and there are sev-

eral nations which have measurably solved the

first of the great problems of civilization. There

have been possibly two nations-Peru, under the

Incas (every child born was given by the State a

homestead) , and Venice under the Doges (from

1171 to 1797, they exchanged their services by

means of "credits" and "debits" upon the books

of their bank, free from interest; and these "cred-

its" were at a premium over the world-renowned

"goldducats")-which havestarted upon the correct

solution of the second; but there never has been a

nation, ancient or modern, which has solved the

first and the second problems together. Hence it is

that the world has always been, and is, filled with

contentions and confusions, with wars and sui-

cides, with miseries and crimes.

The United States, England, France, Belgium ,

andGermanyhave measurably solved the first great

problem of civilization. As producers and asman-

ufacturers, they are a success. Their vegetables,

cereals, fruits, breadstuffs, meats, and articles of

finished workmanship are wonderful in growth, in

make, and in abundance; and grand and beautiful

are their steam-cars and ocean ships, their electric

telegraphs, cables, telephones, and motors, their

canals, tunnels, and bridges, their tramways, their

water supplies, their gas-works, their buildings,

their inventions, and their sciences. But these

countries have only yet learned the A, B, C, to the

solution of the second great problem of civiliza-

tion. They are all bad, they are wretched distrib

utors. They push the solution of the first problem

without regard to the solution of the second prob

lem; and this leads their people inevitably to the

two extremes, monstrous opulence on the one side,

monstrous misery upon the other; all the enjoy-

ments to the few, all the privations to the many;

all the privileges, all the offices, all the emolu-

ments, all the honors, all the luxuries to the cun-

ning, to the designing, to the insignificant trick

sters and middle-men ; all the burdens, all the

taxes, all the dishonors, all the disadvantages to

the producing, to the unincorporatedpeople.
The mission of the Sociologic Society of New

York and Brooklyn cities is to force upon the con-

sideration of our people of every class the vital

issues underlying the second great problem of civ-

ilization ; and to urge, through co-operative organ-

ization in industries and exchanges, the application

of equity in the affairs of mankind, at the same

time that our home industries are protected, diver-
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sified, and perfected, that we as a people may pro-

gress to a high plane of intellectuality, and that

we as individuals mayhave some security, peace,

and happiness on this earth's surface in this our

own generation.

Theways and means bywhich this result may

be accomplished, under the conditions which sur-

round us, is by incorporating earnest, industrious,

and responsiblemenandwomeninto bodies which

will be organized to protect the members and to

advance the purposes desired against antagonistic

bodies. Non-incorporated persons cannot long

stand up against incorporated classes enjoying

special privileges. All efforts, no matterhow well

intentioned, will be futile in carrying into prac-

tical application co-operative ideas, if the persons

so moving do not act as abody corporate. There

are giants to be met. Man orwoman unincorpo-

rated is but a dwarf. Corporations stand in the

path, turn where we will, be our purpose what it

may; and hence, to be recognized, we must be

strong, and able to hold our own. Organization

must meet organization, force must encounter

force; and, then, those who have philosophy and

humanity as the basis of their society will tri-

umph. Constructive methods will advance, and

destructive bodies will have no place on this

planet.

"Faith, Hope, and Charity," has been the motto

of those people who have but partially solved the

firstproblem of civilization.

"Fraternity, Interdependence, and Equity," should

be the motto of those persons who will solve, at

one and the same time, the first and the second

problems of civilization; and mayGod be with the

right!

ALBERT K. OWEN.

MORAL MONSTERS .

An old physician,being asked how early a child's

education might be safely begun, was silent for

a brief time, and then replied, "I should begin

twenty years before his birth by educating his

mother. " If he had said, "I should begin fifty

years before his birth by educating both his grand-

mothers andboth his grandfathers," he would have

touched the problem more vitally, and still have

been generations away from the starting-point.

The question of heredity being multiform in its

phases, we cannot hope that it will soon become

an "exact" science. If it were, we might have

proportional problems resembling those in our

school-books : "If a certain number of men work-

ing for acertain number of days can dig a trench

so many feet long and wide and deep, how many

men working for a different number of days will

be required to dig a trench of such and such di-

mensions ?" An uncomplicated problem in hered-

ity might thus be formulated : "If two individuals,

possessing unitedly 17 per cent. of common sense

and 183 per cent. of folly and obstinacy, produce

an offspring with 084 per cent. of common sense,

and 914 per cent. of folly and obstinacy, how many

generations of such pairs will be necessary to re-

duce the percentage of common sense to a vanish-

ing fraction, with nine ciphers plus for a numera-

tor and ten ciphers plus for a denominator ?"

If the civilization of nations and individuals be

"accumulated force," the inherited increments of

progress, surely the folly, crimes, and wretchedness

of nations or individuals at any given moment

must be accumulated and intensified degeneracies

of the past. There comes a daywhen the latter

condition culminates in a mighty social lesion,

which no surgeon or body of surgeons is skilful

enough to counteract.

On the other hand, in a nation of beauty-wor-

shippers, the worship being fostered by external

influences of sea and sky and mountain, we have

a galaxy of sculptors, painters, and poets. While

Athens bowed its knee to the ideal, it was scarcely

possible that ahuman being should be born within

Athenian walls totally destitute of this ideal, and

of the craving to carve, paint, or poetize it into

expression. Conversely, again, when poor French

peasants and artisans, with their wives, were com-

pelled to toil in rags and bitterness, the babes were

moulded in hatred and defiance from the earliest

moment of their intra-uterine existence, and the

result was-carnage !

Moral monsters are, however, entitled to a grim

sort of respect, enforcing and illustrating as they

do the inexorable truths of science. In the Popu-

lar Science Monthly for November, 1876, Dr. Se-

guin, in an article on "Pre-natal and Infantile Cult-

ure," makes the remarkable assertion that expe-

rienced physicians, when their hands receive a

new-born infant, can recognize on its features the

dominant states of mind and traits of character

manifested by the mother during the period before

its birth. What a granite index of that which she

had supposed to be written in sand! What a fear-

ful responsibility, not alone for the mothers, but

for the fathers as well, whose reflex influence is so

powerful in determining the disposition of the

tiny new comer! "Nature makes no leaps." The

weary road to perfection is beset by brambles,

quicksands, and howling beasts; but, when the

House Beautiful is builded on this earth, and its

shining inmates typify the purification of human-

ity, there will be no need of essays on heredity,
for "moral monsters" will have become extinct.

HELEN T. CLARK.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

MRS . BISBEE'S Society for Ethical Culture

will in future be held in the Parker Memorial

parlors, at 3.30 P.M.

THE next annual convention of the New York

Free Thinkers' Association is to be held at Albany,

September 11, 12, and 13.

THE enterprising publisher, John B. Alden, has

issued a new edition of Burke's famous work, The

Sublime and Beautiful, in a rather novel form,

large 16mo, fine cloth, gilt tops. Price 50 cts.

HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & Co. are about issuing

another edition of Harriet Martineau's Autobiog-

raphy, as edited and supplemented by Mrs.

Maria W. Chapman, in two volumes, crown octavo,

at a reduced price.

THE method of reasoning in certain circles in

these days reminds us of the speculations of the

negro metaphysician :-

"S'pose that I was you, and s'pose that you was me,

And s'pose we was all somebody else, I wonder who we

should be."

THE Catholic Review says that "Catholic univer-

sities have always recognized the equality and even

the intellectual supremacy of women, when it ex-

isted." In proof of this statement, our contempo-

rary mentions that the University of Notre Dame

has decided this year togive its Laetare Medal to a

Miss Starr, "the author of Patron Saints, Pilgrims

and Shrines, and other equally meritorious writ-

ings."

A NEWSPAPER correspondent writes thus of

Senator Evarts, of New York : "His eloquence is

surprising. The sentences he makes are almost

interminable ; and the reporters say it is a matter

of utter impossibility to write them out verbatim,

in the hope that people will understand them.

They read nonsensically; but, as they fall from the

speaker's lips, they are powerful, moving,and im

pressive. It is not at all an unusual thing for

Mr. Evarts to speak a sentence of three hundred

words in length, and they do say he someti n33

goes for half a column without a break of any

kind. Judge Fullerton says, in point of fact, that

in Mr. Evarts' eight days' speech in the Beecher

trial there were only two sentences. But Judge

Fullerton is a joker, and likes to poke fun at folks

whenever he has a chance."

A NEW YORK correspondent of the Boston

Herald, after a conversation with Rev. J. P. New-

man, who is said to be devoting himself to the

special work of "converting" Gen. Grant, writes

that he infers "Grant has notyet been stirred fro m

his position of trusting to the goodness of God for

his future, without trying to form explicit doc-

trines or to excite himself to any fervor. Family

prayers are now held by Dr. Newman,-a thing

never before practised by the Grants, and he

attempts at every seemly opportunity to turn the

conversation into religious channels ; but it can-

not be said that Grant evinces any other sentiment

than profound gravity. He talks readily about his

physical plight and the nearness of the end, but is

not at all responsive to the clergyman's labor on

behalf of his soul." As yet, Gen. Grant is clearly

in the possession of his reason.

In reply to those who declare in defence of end-

less torment that the sinner will forever choose to

remain bad, and thereby forever deserve punish-

ment, the Christian Register remarks that "the as-

sumption that souls may go on through eternity

making evil choices robs hell of much of its pu-

nitive character. That which aman eternally per-

sists in choosing must be in some wayeternally

congenial to him. Hell thus becomes acongenial

place for congenial evil spirits instead of the un-

congenial abode which Orthodoxy has so often

painted." It would seem that in a few billions

of centuries even those who are now "sinners"

must become pretty well acclimated and otherwise

adjusted to their environment. Adjustment to

environment means happiness. Perfect adjust-

ment to environment makes suffering impossible.

Since among rational beings harmony with their

environment is promoted by overcoming evil, by

obeying all the laws of their being,may we not

infer-if we are to reason on this subject at all-

that the harmony necessary to their undecaying and

endless existence will involve high moral develop-

ment in the future ? If in hell there is the same

freedom of choice that there is here, and all those

condemned by the orthodox theology for their

views are, or are to be, permanently located there,

it is in all probability not only "a congenial place,"

but a liberal and progressive community, with in-

tellectual and social attractions which must appeal

powerfully to independent spirits living outside,

whomay learn of its advantages.

SPELL-BOUND,

For The Index.

Black, dolorous boughs, that wave with shuddering sigh,

AsDantean spirits of the underworld

Locked in their weird tree-prisons hopeless cry,

Bywinds of moaning swirled,-

Dovainregret and bitter memories hide,

Likehumanheart-throbs, in your leafless limbs ?

Do cruel sweeping winds your woe deride,

As the wan daylight dims ?

Not hopeless ye! For, yet a little while,

Till green leaves clothe your writhing arms with grace,

To voice of birds and summer's full-fraught smile

Your grieving shall give place.

NORTHUMBERLAND, PA.

н. т. с.
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Transcendentalism and Evolution.

BY EDMUND MONTGOMERY.

II.

"Transcendentalists," then, are those who seek

for universal truth and moral guidance, not in

authoritative precepts, but in the intuitions of

their own consciousness. Emerson, a typical rep-

resentative of this mode of thinking, and surely

himself a lofty eidolon of archetypal humanity,

boldly asserts: "The faith that stands on author-

ity is no faith. The reliance on authority meas-

ures the decline of religion, the withdrawal of the

soul."

The former impassioned seers seek, through

direct ecstatic apperception, to bring into actual

view the eternally One, phenomenally blurred to

ourcommon consciousness by the rippling changes

of time or hidden far inwardly in the unconscious

ers, strive through ratiocinative operations to merge

into the final quietude of the all-identical unity

of apperception the restless manifold, felt and

thought in our individual and transient moods.

In any case, what gives rise to Transcendental-

ism is the intuition that this phenomenal show in

time is somehow symbolical of an enduring reality,

or rather that, if we could penetrate to the very

heart of things, we should overcome the illusion

of time and severalty, and discover eternal unity

within an identical and universal being.

The real philosophical question underlying this

belief of Transcendentalism is no other than how

the perishable manifold of sense can possibly be

reconciled with the permanent and unitary world

of reason; how the One coincides with the Many,

and the Many with the One.

By no dialectic artifice can the atomistic philos-

ophy convince us that we, and the rest of the uni-

verse, consist of a mere sum of successive moments

and coexistent particulars. Indeed, it is clear

that even then there would have to be presupposed

some enduring and identical agent, drawing the

sum of all these units, and thus combining the

loose aggregate into a coherent totality. Fancy

for a moment nothing but a rope of sand, or a

kinetic rush of atoms, without any identifying

vision to give even phenomenal consistency to

the display. But to allow even only that much

or little of existence to sensible phenomena would

be already transgressing all legitimate bounds of

concession for time and space, the very media in

which the assumed units are supposed to disport

themselves, are most certainly mental and not

extraneous existents, are states of consciousness

within ourselves, not extra-conscious media con-

taining outwardly extended things.

Be heedful then not to withdraw your soul. Let

it pierce through the outer garment of fleeting

semblances, this delusive veil of Maya, till with

steady vision it reaches the eternal form, indis-

solubly abiding. Or turn your gaze away alto-

gether from external happenings to the infinite

vistas of your own inward knowledge, and there

you shall find God and his truth; for, in the mo-

ment of veritable knowing, you and he are one.

Only in direct communion with living conscious-

ness can be discerned the enduring reality and

significance of allthe phantasmal playwith which

here in life we are hurried through time. It is

unitywith the eternally identical, with the change-

less, timeless completion of being, that our soul,❘ constitutes reality, reality must be of the nature

transcendentally soaring, aims to realize. "I would

enter into that eternal unity which was mine be-

fore all time," is the rapturous yearning every-|

where echoed and re-echoed these thousands of

years, whether resounding from Buddhistic, Chris-

tian, or Mohammedan lands.

The truth now generally recognized as a matter

of course is that everything we become cognizant

of appears and occurs within our own individual

and unitary consciousness, and is, therefore, as such

ofnecessity a mental fact, and not a reality of any

otherkind. And, as all mental facts are found to

form together one logically consistent system of

thought, it seems to follow that veritable reality

or being can exist nowhere but within the endur-

ing and identical world of thought. If thought|

But it is evident there are two very different

ways of transcendentally questioning the intui-

tions of self-consciousness and of attempting iden-

tification of individual thought with universal

being.

The mystics teach that the essence and true

of thought.

Plato, endowed with all the nature-nurtured

adequacy of Athenian life, felt reluctant to adopt

this extreme logical outcome of the rationalistic

doctrine. He could not bring himself to see noth-

ing but illusion in sense-manifestations, and true

reality solely in the immutable and permanent

entity recognized by reason. The objects appear-

ing to sense were to him imperfect, but actually

existing copies of eternal archetypes. Through

their sensible apprehension and through contem-

plation of what identically dwells in their multi-

plicity anddiversity, the awakened soul finds itself

reminded of the transcendent completeness and

unity of a realm of eternal ideas,which it recog-

nizes as the veritable home of all its higher aspira-

tions.

In a less poetic way, Kant, who had long and

earnestly occupied himself with natural science,

felt not only practically repelled by pure idealism,

but contracted an insuperable aversion to it. He

could hardly believe that Leibnitz had been in

earnest when maintaining that the flow of con

scious sense-phenomena runs its inward, ideal

course in correspondence,but without any efficient

interaction, with the world subsisting outside indi-

vidual apperception; nor did he ever understand

that Hume meant by "impression" only vivid sen-

sation without external stimulation. Never was

his own conviction shaken that the material upon

which we exert our thought is given to sense from

outside, that sense-appearances are compelled by

foreign powers specifically affecting us.

Taking, then, Plato and Kant as our guides, or

rather questioning naturedirectly, we find that, in

order to solve the problem of world-cognition in a

comprehensive manner, it should be clearly made

out how external things or powers so affect our

sensibility as to arouse in our mind representative

appearances or percepts, and how each of us is in-

dividuallycompetent to combine and to interpret

this fragmentary and variable sense-experience, so

that it will be found to constitute in its essence

the recognition of universal or super-individual

being and truth. How am I, diminutive particle,

cast into this remote recess of the vast universe,

enabled to perceive its illimitable expanse and the

endless diversity of its changeful composition, and

how amid this boundless display of phantasmagor-

ical mutations am I permitted to conceive the law

that binds it all in eternal congruity and unity?

How can I, limited and circumscribed individu-

ality, within the compass of my own solitary

consciousness, reflect and recognize a perduring

cosmos effectively subsisting in extra-conscious in-

dependence of myself ?

Under the stress of the logical and scientific dif-

ficulties surrounding this problem of cognition,

the principal aim of Transcendentalism has ever

been to eliminate entirely everything non-mental

that may be found intervening betweenthe recog-

nizing soul and the recognized truth. Either it

attempts to conceive this visibleworld of ours as

a direct manifestation to our soul of divine reality

and being,-

"And the ear of man cannot hear, and the eye of man

cannot see ;

But, if we could see and hear, this Vision-were it not

He?"

or it labors to prove that the whole phenomenal

play, making up our sensible world, has no exter-

nal reality at all, but is in truth an imperfect re-

production within our individual mind of a reality

eternally abiding as the thought of auniversal con-

sciousness. "This solid world is but an air-image:

our me is the only reality, and all is godlike or

God." (Carlyle .)

It is this purely intrinsic form of Transcenden-

talism which, at present, is becoming more and

more dominant at our seats of learning. Leaning

directly on Kant's profound and imposing system

of transcendental idealism, it urges itself upon us

with strictly scientific pretensions.

In English philosophy, pure idealism has long

been indigenous; but it throve mostly as a nomi-

nalistic, sense-originated growth. The transfor-

mation which it had to undergo in order to become

transcendental consisted principally in the shift-

ing of the constitutive power from sense to

thought, from the Many to the One. Hitherto,
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single sensations and their reproductions inmem-

ory had been believed to arrange themselves by

dintof a power of their own into the orderly suc-

cession and solidified co-existence of our conscious

world. On closer examination, it became, however,

clear that no unifying and systematizing force

could possibly dwell in anumber of ever-dissolving

sensations ; that some persistent power must be

coercing the vast throng of particular, shifting,

anddwindling feelings into the one steadfast com-

bination, which we are perceiving as the consist-

ent world of sense, and which we, moreover, recog-

nize as the solidary, systematic, and general

universe of reason.

Of what nature, then, is this unifying power,

and where does it reside ? This, in truth, is the

cardinal question. Kant, true to his rationalistic

training, sought to prove that all combination of

conscious facts is affected solely by our under-

standing, and not in any way within the domain

of sense or elsewhere in nature. Inkeeping with

its own indwelling capacities, intelligence-accord-

ing to this view-combines and consolidates the

fluctuating manifold of sense. It is our under-

standing that produces the orderly system of

things, which we call Nature. "Der Verstand macht

aller erst Natur."

Kant, believing firmly that all sense-matter is

givento us from without, was thus forced to look

upon sensible appearances as mere uncombined

material, falling passively and at random into our

receptive forms of sensibility, time, and space,

from where they are gathered up and systematized

by the one active principle in nature, our combin-

ing intelligence.

This position, which to justify and to defend is

themainpurpose of the Critique ofPureReason, has

proved untenable. Appearances within time and

space, or so-called percepts, are found to be them-

selves marvellously compound. They are evidently

synthetized through and through. No elementary,

uncombined particle, no sense-atom, can be de-

tected in them. If intelligence is really the sole

combining power within us, it certainly must have

already exerted its influence on these sensible

appearances also. We find nothing utterly un-

fashioned or out of place in consciousness. Even

our most elementary sensations form part of a

system of feelings in which they occupy distinct

positions. Moreover, all sensible phenomena are

in time; and, as time itself is in a perpetual flux,

it is clear that our understanding, in order to

distinguish even mere sensations, and much more

in order to perceive distinct sense-figurations, must

necessarily have exerted its assumed staying, con-

solidating, and classifying power on the desultory

contents of time. Thus, the most elementary facts

of consciousness, as well as the most complex,

turnout to be products of the formative power in

us. We have, then, in all earnest, to concede that

Kant was wrong. There is, indeed, no sense-ma-

terial given to us from without; for nothing is

realized in consciousness that is not already through

and through the work of combination intrinsically

effected by capacities inhering in ourselves.

These transcendental considerations render fur-

ther obvious that the combining power, generally

called understanding, intelligence, thought, or

reason, cannot itself be of the nature of its multi-

farious conscious products. The mental facts,

which alone are actually realized, are themselves

fragmentary and evanescent. The active agent,

which combines them into permanent and consist-

ent order, must evidently be some all-comprising

entity, not itself subject to the temporal mutations

of its mental affections. What, then, we ask

again, is the nature of this shaping and systematiz-

ing energy or agent, not sharing the evanescent

nature of the phenomena making up our con-

sciousness ?

And here it is that Transcendentalism takes its

plunge into the unknowable abyss of what it calls

spirituality, losing itself completely in that trans-

ethereal waste whence there is no return to the

solid things of this life. For it is quite clear that,

if the combining and recognizing agent within us

possesses a spiritual constitution, and if-as we

consciousness, it interprets our sundry transitory

spurts of knowledge as feeble attempts to recog-

nize an eternal and universal reality, which for

this very purpose it has likewise to assume as

spiritually existent.

In this reality-volatilizing creed, we sympatheti-

cally greet the aspiration that seeks to soar above

the dust-destiny of human existence, and to con-

nect it effectively with universal being and truth.

in the exigencies and vicissitudes of this flesh and

blood life to surrender ourselves to a faith so blind,

ineffective, and ungrounded.

have seen-there is nothing whatever uncombined❘ But we find ourselves far too profoundly involved

and unrecognized in consciousness, then, unavoid-

ably, the entire contents of consciousness are spirit-

ually fashioned, are through and through of spirit-

ual origin and formation. The argument runs

thus: We are aware of nothing in the world

but the phenomena making up our consciousness.

These phenomena are the work of our intelligence,

which is a spiritual principle. Consequently, the

whole world, as known to us, is the work of the

spiritual energy put forth by this same intelligence,

which is our veritable and sole being.

This, expressed in a few words, is actually the

fundamental and-granting the reality of its com-

bining agent-the logically justified conclusion of

Transcendentalism,-a conclusion by which, with

onebold sweep, it rids itself of all material and also

of all mental hindrances. You admit the constitu-

tive power of spiritual intelligence, and Transcen-

dentalism is impregnable when it asserts : There is

no matter given to consciousness from without.

Everything in consciousness is undeniably of men-

tal or ideal consistency. Therefore, the assumption

of a world outside consciousness is nothing but a

mental fiction. Furthermore, all mental phenom-

enamaking up our consciousness are, as such, of a

fragmentary and evanescent nature. Our intelli-

gence, however, apperceives and recognizes a uni-

tary, steadfast, and permanent world of reality.

Therefore, all veritable reality rests and has its

being in the spiritual power of intelligence.

Vain and unprofitable must ever remain all

attempts to refute thorough-going Spiritualism, so

long as the purely representative, symbolic, and

phenomenal constitution of our entire compound

mental presence, indeed of the whole make-up of

mental realization, is not recognized in philosophy.

You call the unknown activity giving rise to the

mental presence "intelligence," meaning thereby

something spiritual at work among the actual

mental phenomena as such, constituting it thus a

self-acting, reality-originating principle ; and you

find yourself inevitably delivered over to the

utmost consequences of the identity philosophy.

For it is irrefragably certain that, whatever is

giving permanent and consistent unity to the

multifarious contents of consciousness, that is and

must be the constitutive principle or power of that

nature found within our consciousness.

us.

By short cuts, Transcendentalism reduces every-

thing in nature to spiritual incomprehensibility.

It first denies the existence of anything external

arousing with orderly compulsion our perceptual

realizations ; and, then, it endows with all requisite

powers of origination and combination an arbi-

trarily invented principle, nowhere verifiable in

nature, assigning to its inscrutable activity the

entire creation of whatever consciously happens to

Because the combination and systematic rec-

ognition of the mental phenomena within us

necessitate a unifying and identically abiding

agent or subject, Transcendentalism believes it

has in all earnest discovered the inferred entity by

simply giving an empty name-a mere flatus vocis,

as Roscelin would say-to this utter void in its

comprehension of human nature. And, moreover,

as something not altogether fictitious, not alto-

gether of mere personal import, must surely be

meant by the world revealed to us in individual

To Transcendentalism, thinking and being are

identical. True thinking is identical with eternal

being. Thus, recognition of truthcansignifynoth-

ing but identification with the one supreme intelli-

gence which alone is veritable reality and truth.

And this is indeed the ethical outcome of the

creed which is now taking possession of the mind

and heart of our most aspiring youth. "I would

enter into the eternal unity that was mine before

all time. " (Eckhardt.) Thinking the truth which

constitutes eternal reality, I desire to become re-

united with Him from whom originally my being

flowed. I yearn to lay at rest this present phan-

tasmal strife called "human existence." Through

devotional contemplation, I hope at last to over-

come the grievous estrangement that now diversi-

fies me from the One and All, to gain readmission

forevermore into the all-embracing quietude of

sempiternal being.

Consistent rationalistic Transcendentalism is of

necessity hostile to the fulfilments of nature, to

the aims of vital being. Its ethics do not consist-

ently yield rules of action, but rules of restraint

from action, leading like all supernatural codes to

unmitigated asceticism. Its end is knowing, not

doing. Its will-power can be rightly exerted only

in ideal recognition of eternal reality, not in ideal

transformation of actual reality. The object of its

striving must ever be diametrically opposed to that

of natural evolution. Evolution points to a life-

affirming, life-exalting faith. Transcendentalism

involves total life-negation, extrication from all

temporality.

The central riddle of philosophy and the chief

impulse to religion are undoubtedly comprised in

the mysterious relation subsisting between the

realizing individual and universal being and truth.

It devolves, therefore, on any of our attempts at

world-interpretation to frame a scientifically war-

ranted conception as to how our self-centred in-

dividuality, within its little span of temporal life,

can possibly embody the vast universe of super-

individual reality, and truly recognize it.

Being forced, in any case, to assume an endur-

ing subject, preserving its systematized experience

somewhere beyond the fitful gleams of conscious-

ness, and accomplishing the manifest unification

and identification of transient phenomena, we saw

Transcendentalism dissipate this whole weighty

problem into thin air by fancifully imputing all

requisite efficiency to an empty name, to a mere

breath, flatus vocis, or so-called spirit.

And, furthermore, to impart universal signifi-

cance to mental phenomena, to distinguish objec-

tive truth from mere subjective fiction, we are in

our philosophizing, all of us, legitimately led to

hypostatize some permanently abiding reality be-

yond our own individual consciousness. Rational-

istic Transcendentalism complies with this general

desideratum of knowledge by deifying and elaborat-

ing into an Absolute the all-efficient constitutive

activity which it places behind our mental focus

under the name of intelligence.

It is certain that the facts of our consciousness

presuppose first an identical subject who compre-
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hends them, and then a permanent reality to

which they refer. To Transcendentalism, the iden-

tical subject is individual spirit ; the permanent

reality, universal spirit.

Now, it isquite obvious that to us in common

life, so far as we are at all conscious, the actual

bearer of thisconsciousness appears to be our liv-

ing, organic individuality. Speculative thought

may find it rather puzzling or altogether incom-

prehensible how any efficient interaction can pos-

sibly obtain between what we call body and what

we call mind; but our unsophisticated sense of

life makes us naturally feel as if we were but one,

single, indiscerptible individuality. And we may

safely assert that whoever has thoughtfully studied

the astounding vital endowments of the human

frame will readily admit that they manifest a no

less marvellous entity than any which imagination

can invent as an extra mental bearer of natural

occurrences. Why, then, should not organized

vitality, in its interaction with the world at large,

be competent to give unity and general signifi-

cance to the desultory mental phenomena display-

ing themselves within our personality ? The only

legitimate question that can here be raised is

consequent extrication from all perceptual expe-

rience and fulfilment. We are the children of

whatever with toil and victory is sustaining and

uplifting this natural creation : not outcasts from

the heart of all-sufficient spirituality ; not alienated

evil doers, lost in the tangled estrangement that

with blinded sight and temporal strife is differen-

tiating this troublous and transient pageant-world

of consciousness from sempiternal reality and re-

pose.

After long wandering among mental spectres

and phantasmal aims, we may with this one de-

cisive, realistic move consider ourselves at last

effectively delivered from the visionary spell of

pure subjectivity. No longer do we find ourselves

shut up in mental seclusion with an incessant flow

of ever-vanishing phenomena, meaning nothing

beyond themselves save unintelligible spiritual re-

lations and truths, but have before us as perma-

nent realities, not only our own natural being, but

that also of our fellow-creatures and of other ap-

pearing existences, forming together a vast uni-

verse of most manifoldly interdependent influ-

ences . And all this extra-mental subsistence

makes itself distinctly known within our percept-

whether the facts of vitality and organization❘ual consciousness with an abundance of minutest

really justify such an interpretation.

Confronted, however, as we are at the outset by

the pure idealism of the transcendental view, we

find ourselves, first of all, obliged to explain why

we venture at all to assume the extra-mental real-

ity of our living organization ; why we take our

living body, which from time to time we are in

various ways perceiving to be an enduring entity,

existing independently of this its realization in

our own perceptual consciousness or in that of

other beings. In common with mankind in gen-

eral, and following moreover the example of all

natural science, we infer extra-mental or hyper-

mental reality not in the centre of our conscious-

ness as arrogated by Transcendentalism, but be-

yond its periphery as naturally revealed. We

assume, namely, that the sensible affections of our

mind resulting in perceptual manifestations are

and persistent characteristics, calling forth our

activity to deeds of lasting and fruitful natural

import.

activity, and especially of that part of it which is

dependent on its interaction with outside powers.

This self-feeling is the function of our organism as

a permanent, extra-mental existent, and does not

in reality reside in what consciously and casually

appears to us as nerve-textures. It has not its

truebeing in our mental perception as such, but

in the complex of non-mental powers that compel

this definite perception. It is this feeling of one's

own living activity and its sundry definitely at-

tuned modifications that composes the realizing

medium of all extraneous influences and their

import to the welfare of our being. In this

unitary and general sensibility of the organic

individual, the outer influences effect with increas-

ing distinctiveness the specific representation of

their sundry characteristics and combinations.

And it is in strict proportion to this filling of our

indiscerptible sensibility with the consciousness of

specified feelings, of more and more intricate rela-

tions to the outside world, that our intelligence is

found to develop, and to realize the abiding and

necessary interdependence of that which in tran-

sient and casual flashes perceptually appears to us.

The outside world, upon our delicately attuned

surface-mosaic, plays the definite rhythm by which

alone it makes its presence known to us. What

thereupon survenes within the reacting individual,

induced by such merely superficial stimulation, is

wholly the product of vitality and organization;

but vitality and organization previously influenced

out and out in its molecular constitution, in its

structural collocations, and consequently also in its

entire functional response, by the incessant surface-

play with these same outside influences. It is

through this perpetual interaction with outside

powers that vital activity is kept going, and

that its developmental specifications are effected.

Through centralization of more and more com-

pletely elaborated and specifically reacting func-

In this our naturalistic view of steady, non-men-

tal powers underlying mental phenomena, we are,

however, not reduced to the bare statement of

accomplished results. We can, moreover, trace the

conditions ministering to these results. And, in

a general way, we can also trace the course of de-

velopment, which has gradually brought them

about. Trusting our perceptual manifestations,

we mayconclude that our individuality is encom-

passed by a world of which it forms part, andto

whose specific configurations and happenings it is

in ever so manyways related. Our organization,❘tions, the elementary sensations awaken more and

connatural with the rest of things, has evidently

been developed through and through in interaction

with all that surrounds and affects it. We find its

manner, responsively attuned to the sundry exter-

nal influences infringing on it. And thus we come

to understand that outside material is not really

given as such to sense, but that sense is, neverthe-

less, accurately signalizing, by means of its own

intrinsic affections, the specific nature of the out-

side influences,-a nature recognized by dint of

compelled by powers arousing our sensibility from ❘ sensitive surface, in a most exquisite and specific

without; and that these percepts, in the definite

diversity of their composition, are representing

symbolically the specific characteristics and rela-

tions of the foreign existences awakening them.

Consequently, objective truth, in contradistinction

to subjective fiction, signifies to us the congruity

of our remembered experience or imagined vis-

ions, not to unchangeable spiritual reality, but to

perceptual facts and occurrences that can be act-

ually compelled by outside powers.

Our own living organization becomes, in all

reality, conscious to us as a complex of specifically

aroused perceptions. In reliance then on our fun-

damental supposition, without which all science

would at once become chaotic and all action

merely fancied, we trust that an extra-mental

reality is actually and definitely signalized by

these perceptions. Fortified by this foremost and

firmest of all natural beliefs, we enter upon the

diligent study and interpretation of whatever per-

ceptual experience we can possibly gather with

regard to it.

In this way, we have likewise and unavoidably

to lean on a transcendental conjecture, on one that

goes beyond mere mental phenomena. But the

surmised complemental reality, supposed to influ-

enceour mind and to impart truth to its manifes-

tations, we place in the direction of the senses,

not in the direction of reason; believing in aperi-

pheral, not in a central bearing of knowledge;

striving for recognition of sensible relations, and

for realization of our ideals in a perceptual me-

dium, not for recognition of eternal relations and

more compound relational effects, resulting in the

whole vital stir of our one moment of conscious

realization,-the all-containing mental presence.

But, it will rightly be urged by Transcendental-

ism, even granting that through surface-specifica-

tions and centralizing unifications the sensibility

of the organic individual becomes representative of

its natural relations to the world of which it forms

part, yet in order to know itself as a permanent

being not completely dissevered into a succession of

sensations, or into a sequence of even the most com-

connatural origin and development. Furthermore, ❘ plex moments of consciousness, in order also to

we find that, consumed by such functional activity,

a portion of the vital substance becomes disin-

tegrated and eventually dissipated as kindred stuff

into the same aerial ocean in which we move and

breathe. And we find, in compensation of such

vital expenditure, that the functionally relin-

quished material is accurately replaced through

assimilation of nutriment, derived from the com-

mon store of nature.

The individual, thus essentially and manifoldly

related to the rest of the visible world, is, however,

not a mere congeries of such relations, but an

autonomous and unitary being, in whose peculiar

individuality, in conformity with its own organic

nature, these relations are gradually inwrought

through constant interaction with the influencing

powers. Its myriads of specified relational or

sensory elements, answering to most subtle cosmi-

cal as well as to most intricate planetary influ-

ences, all belong to one and the same realizing

subject. This thoroughly organized subject, as

the result of endless vital toil, possesses in its

lastly evolved, highest texture the one endowment

of nature most intimately known to each of us;

namely, the feeling of much of its own living

recognize the permanency of the outside influences

affecting it, and its own power to transform such

influences in conformity with its own steady pur-

pose,-in order to accomplish all this, it must pos-

sess that self-identity which has hitherto resisted

all philosophical and scientific elucidation.

It is indeed easy enough to assert that such an

identity is implied in every fact of consciousness.

But does it enlighten us in the least to be told

that, as such identity can be neither of material

nor of mental consistency, it must therefore neces-

sarily be something quite different from either

matter or mind, which wholly unknown some-

thing, for want of a better name, we will agree

figuratively to call "spirit" ?

If the matrix in which our entire past experi-

ence is preserved beyond consciousness, and from

which, in consequence, our mentalphenomena issue

forth in due order, imbued with all the transcen-

dental excellencywhich personal identity can im-

part ; if this matrix is a spiritual entity, then we

are completely debarred from any insight into the

conditions and processes that underlie conscious-

ness and its cognition. Under such a supposition,

one has to fancy something inscrutable, whose
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whole activity consists in experiencing self-origi-

nated changes, but which, nevertheless, remains

itself identical, or ever unchangeably the same.

Themost consummate dialectic skill and imag-

inative shuffling of data,carried on for so many

centuries by our greatest thinkers, have failed to

afford the least clew to this vexatious puzzle of

speculative philosophy.

Now, as the assumption of a spiritual constitu-

tion underlying the facts of personal identity is a

mere conjecture, ventured amid our speculative

perplexity in elucidation of the results of such

identity manifest among our mental phenomena ;

and as the conjecture advanced under these cir-

cumstances has proved powerless to explain, in any

degree, the facts for whose explanation it was

made, we are surely justified in bringing forward

another supposition, the merit of which we are

quite willing to see likewise judgedby the enlight-

enment that may be received from it.

Wehave here assumed that what we are all in

search of-namely, the subject having as affection

of its own the all-revealing mental presence is in

verity that existent which perceptually appears

to us as our natural individuality. Everything

wecanlearnconcerning the development of vitality

and organization, and concerning their behavior

from beginning to end, in health and disease,

seems to corroborate this view. And, if we can

further detect some organic process which will ac-

count for the permanent identity of this subject

being preserved amid the multifarious changes

experienced by it, we shall have accomplished a

gooddeal more in elucidation of personal identity

than has ever been done by the spiritual hypoth-

esis.

with external stimuli, such as are compelling re-

flex actions or definite perceptions. They are in

verity intrinsic predeterminations from out the

transcendental and unitarydepths of organic being,

designedly influencing and transmuting outside

existence.

If then, after much study and mature delibera-

tion, it will be found that what we are capable of

perceptually ascertaining with regard to organic

processes throws much light on personal identity

and kindred problems, it will still remain unintel-

ligible to many how an organic individual, even

when admitted to be vitally capable of preserving

its own identity, can come to be the bearer of

super-individual truth ; how the facts of its own

isolated consciousness can represent universally

valid experience.

In the probing of this final and supreme prob-

lem of knowledge, the recent disclosures of organic

evolution point out the way to a natural solution.

They have no doubt that faculties acquired, as

well as such originally possessed by parents, are

transmitted to their offspring. Now, this being

so, it is in the highest degree marvellous and awe-

inspiring to contemplate how very little of specific

individuality or distinctive personality there can

actually dwell in each of us; how our whole being

is all but completelythe product and exponent of

generic gifts, bequeathed to us by our ancestry.

Thus, though enclosed in the visible limits of cir-

cumscribed individuality, our nature is almost

wholly ofhyper-individual import. You and I are

radically, essentially One,-not,indeed, by dint of

the conscious play separately at work within each

of us, for the mental phenomena arising in the

hidden recesses of our wholly secluded inner life

can, as such, in no way be shared or apperceived

by any other person. You and I can therefore not

be one by the substantial unity of anything men-

tal, whatever rationalistic Transcendentalism may

assert to the contrary. That which makes us truly

one lies far beyond the ken of all mentality. We

are, in reality and not only figuratively, one being,

one flesh and blood, one substantial reality, by

means of our most specific community of inherited

organization, amounting to allbut perfect identity

of nature. Therefore, and therefore only, the

truth realized by me in conformity with mynatu-

ral surroundings is also the truth realized by you.

Indeed, the truth universally realizable by all

The outside influences affect the organism- by

specifically disintegrating the surface upon which

they act, and the process thus initiated spreads

centripetally within the structures of the organic

individual. The vital reaction then consists in a

reintegration of the structures thus deteriorated.

This reintegration or restitution of the organic in-

dividual in response and in opposition to outside

encroachment constitutes the fundamental activity

of life. Aliving individual is one that maintains

through structural repair its own identity amid

incessant discerption by the infringing influences

of its environment. Life consists essentially in

this rhythmic pulsation, produced by the disinte-

grating effects from outside being met by identity- | beings sharing the same organization.

restoring integration from within. Preservation of

individual identity amid inflicted modifications

is involved in the very stir that produces and sus-

tains life, or rather that is life itself.

And, when we further consider that the identity

which is preserved intact by such vital activity is

not like other things of this world the productof

its own time, but brings with it into its present

existence the slowly elaborated and accumulated

vital results of countless bygone ages, we may

come to understand with what store of endowed

wealth the organic being is capable of encounter-

ing the momentary occurrences of its individual

life. Thus, it happens that its vital reaction is in-

commensurate to any kind of mechanical effect.

The laws of mechanical causation are totally inap-

plicable to its living response. In this instance,

most decidedly, Causa non aequat effectum. Here,

the effect, the reaction, is transcendental, teleologi-

cal,having its root in adaptations established long

ago, and reaching with its stimulated activity far

beyond the present.

Moreover, the organic individual is in possession

of spontaneity, of an intrinsically originating out-

flow of purposive action, inwhich its whole gener-

ical capacity is brought to bear upon its surround-

ings. Thus, its so-called motives have no analogy

Organic identity is not material, but transcen-

dental. In our own personality, it is not due to any

identity of component elements entering into the

constitution of our body; for these component ele-

ments are, during vital activity, continually thrown

out and replaced by new ones. Likewise, the

generical identity and substantial unity of the

multitude of individualities composing Human-

ity are states of being not in anywaydependent

on the material identity of the substance compos-

ing the sundry human bodies, but altogether de-

pendent on identity of organization, on sameness

of molecular constitution and structural arrange-

ment ; an essentially constructive power holding

complete sway over its building material, a hyper-

individual, all-efficient, rejuvenescent power, rigor-

ously bequeathed to all of us ready-made, and not

arising in the course of our separate, individual

development.
In the rise of time, after endless preparatory up-

heavals, vitality, through ages upon ages of never-

flagging perseverance, under most sifting trials of

competency,has succeeded in triumphantlyestab-

lishing,within the actual presence of an individu-
ated form, the life-won results of all terrestrial and

cosmical interaction. The living being, steeped in
a wild commotion of clashing elements amid a

vast tumult of insentiently blending and parting

influences, sustains itself an organized consolida-

tion of every essential relation. Most manifolldy

attuned, most harmoniously unified, it realizes

within the phenomenal repose of its delicately

quivering sensibility the grand intrinsic concord

of progressively speeding nature. Truly, the or-

ganized result of vital exertion, seemingly so frail

and perishable, is, nevertheless, the only self-pre-

serving and controlling reality in a universe of

restless and obliterating change. Let the unremit-

ting toil of vitality suspend but one moment its

stupendous, its all-conserving, all-revealing activ-

ity, and where would remain the sense and beauty

of our world ?

It is this mighty, ever-renovating pulse of life,

with its time-conquering, eternalizing beat, that

actually originates and quickens the perduring con-

figuration of our transitory bodies, coercing into

typical and world-responsive order the stray and

lapsing stuff of which they visibly seem composed.

With all ties of blood-relationship to the very core

of his existence, the present human being is heir

of foregone achievements here below; bearer of

the whole organized wealth of creation, livingly

wrought in evermore complex and significant invo-

lution and ascension, and-notwithstanding the

inexorable decline of all individual life-artfully

extricated in faithful rejuvenescence and renewed

zeal from the ghastly pyre of immolating time.

And, this present embodiment of all the fruit of

victorious life, we, now here, are sole links to futu-

rity, sole reliance of forthcoming ages. To our

safe keeping and undefiled transmittance are in-

trusted the precious pain-wrought acquisitions of

our race. Shall we then for any visionary hanker-

ing after individual bliss forsake the world-wide

vital mission ingrained in every fibre of our mys-

tic frame ? Shall we, as called upon by "Tran-

scendentalism," for the dream of an incommen-

surable self-beatitude or spiritual quiescence de-

sert the creative task allotted to us by whatever

is underlying nature and all its unaccountable

growth, the task here among our fellow-beings,

under joy and anguish, to work out the higher life

of that all-comprising organization of which we

are veritable impersonations ?

THE following lines to Mr. William J. Potter, on

the twenty-fifth anniversary of his ministry in New

Bedford, are here copied "unbeknownst" to him:-

Of Quaker blood andPilgrim stock,

Firmin the truth as PlymouthRock,

Atender shepherd of his flock;

His soul fullfed by inner light,-

Aburning lamp in error's night,

Shining, with added years, more bright.

In silentmajesty, he met

The bigot's scorn, the friends' regret,

In faith andduty firmly set :

Heknew that truth would win at last,

The walls of error low be cast

By reason's steady bugle blast.

On life's serene, high table-land,

This calm, strong prophet took his stand,

Truth's universe at his command.

In allGod's works, he found no flaw,

No print or sign ofbrokenlaw,-

Order divine inspiring awe.

Through good report and ill, his word,

Bypen and speech incessant heard,

Amillionhearts have grandly stirred.

Free thought, free speech, free truth he sought,

Andfelt no victory dearly bought

Which freedom gave to fettered thought.

My brother, you have grandly wrought !

FALLRIVER, MASS., Dec. 28, 1884.

A. J. RICH.

Lo! as hid seed shoots after rainless years ,

So good and evil, pains and pleasures, hates

And loves, and all dead deeds come forth again,

Bearing bright leaves or dark, sweet fruit or sour .

-"The Light ofAsia."
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CORRESPONDENCE.

THE RIGHTS OF LABOR.

Editors of The Index:-

There is no doubt that working menand women

are often liable to color their logic with their feel-

ings, when they try to trace out the reasons that pro-

duce misery among them as a class, and cause their

labor to occupy a degraded position as compared

with that of capital. Nevertheless, when Prof. Dens-

low says, as reported of him in the last issue of The

Index, that inequality in the distribution of wealth

is necessary to its greatest production and its greatest

enjoyment, he states a truth that is only one-sided in

its application.

If wealth unequally distributed is necessary to its

greater production, then greater production means

more unequal distribution supplemented by greater

inequality in its common enjoyment. Wealth is the

product of labor, either directly from labor or in-

directly through capital. Yet capital wants it all.

Being organized, it trades upon the necessities of

unorganized labor. In its action, it projects itself

far beyond the sphere of its natural and just func-

tions. The earnings of the laborer go into the pock-

ets of the capitalist. The capitalist groans as he

doles out to the laborer that portion necessary for

the maintenance of his animal existence. The capi-

talist enjoys life, plus its comforts and luxuries. The

laborer has life, minus the rightful enjoyments of

those things which the products of his labor give an-

other. The laborer sows, the capitalist reaps. The

capitalist has the harvest, the laborer the gleanings.

More than this for the laborer would produce shrink-

age in monopolized wealth; and such shrinkage,

bringing about a more equitable distribution of

labor's products, would, according to Prof. Dens-

low's version of the gospel of Capitalism, stop all

trade, all commerce, all business. Organized capital

can do no more for the world than can organized

labor representing itself.

One noting the sharp contrasts between the rich

and the poor, as presented by our large cities where

such contrasts are most striking, must surely believe

there is something wrong in existing social condi-

tions, or be a firm believer in the doctrine of pessi-

mism. Greed is the mainspring of capital's action,

and arrogance has now become one of its principal

characteristics. The laborer now has no rights which

the general run of capitalists feels bound to respect.

Go through any of our workshops to-day and ask

gray-headed mechanics if there exists now among

American workmen that manly independence and

dignity which existed among them fifty years ago.

They will tell you, No ! In its place there has de-

veloped among hundreds and thousands of working-

men, from motives of expediency and personal policy,

a cringing servility toward employers, that is simply

disgusting, the result of a false class distinction

which capital has created. And this class distinc-

tion threatens to become as clearly and as sharply

defined as any that ever existed in the monarchical

countries of Europe. No workingman, having aver-

age intelligence,can help but notice that the tide of

current events is setting stronger and stronger against

him. He realizes that the centralization of wealth

in the hands of a few means a greater poverty among

the poor. Capital is telling him that he ought to be

satisfied so long as he is allowed the privilege of barely

being able to meet the living expenses of himself and

family. The inevitable tendency of such a state of

things is to lower the moral and intellectual standard

of the masses, and to bring about social conditions

that must necessarily be out of harmony with those

simple principles of right and justice which are the

only basis upon which transactions betweenman and

man should be conducted.

GEO. H. HADLEY .

HOPE VALLEY, R.I., March 8, 1885 .

HINDRANCES TO CHRISTIANITY IN CHINA.- Wong

Ching Foo thus summarizes in the Christian Advocate

the causes which, in his opinion, have prevented suc-

cess ofChristian missionary labors in China: "The mis-

takes which have aborted the attempts to Christianize

China are manifold. Their number is too great to do

more than call the roll; and a weary, pitiable roll it

must be to the Christian, an exasperating one to the

Chinese: 1. Assaults and robberies by the Christian

powers: Russia's repeated direct attempts upon Cho-

san and Ho-Thao, and attempts by emissaries upon

Thsiang-Hai , Min-yet, and Thibet; England's seizing

Hong Kong, and, with France, forcing opium on the

Chinese at a cost of fifty thousand lives; France's

latest war on Ton-Quin, Tai-wan, and Foo-Chow;

Germany and Russia's helping the Tae-Ping and

other rebels; the hoodlum law of the United States,

and the persecution of innocent Chinese; the creation

and extension of the coolie slavery by nearly all the

great powers combined. 2. The diplomacy, armies,

navies, and wars of the European nations. 3. Trade

iniquities , such as adulteration, falsification, forgery,

false invoices, and bogus insurance, against which

the Chinese merchants and government have fre-

quently, but vainly protested. 4. The sending out of

comparatively uncultured missionaries to a race with

whom culture is the chief fact in life. 5. The em-

ployment of missionaries, books, etc., using a Chinese

that occasions ridicule, and conveys few or no ideas .

6. The underpayment of missionaries in a land where

aman's salary is universally considered the measure

of his value. 7. The fanaticism and intolerance dis-

played by nearly all the sects of Christianity each

toward all the others . 8. The ambition of the Roman

and Greek Catholic Churches to acquire land for eccle-

siastical purposes in a country where each particle of

territory must be utilized to sustain life . 9. The im-

moral tone of our newspapers, social conversation,

and books, and the universal profanity and drunken-

ness of the Anglo-Saxon race. 10. The neglect of

missionaries to form schools, and to show the sani-

tary, scientific, social, and pecuniary advantages of

Christian civilization . 11. The harsh treatment of

the Chinese, especially in the United States."

BOSTON UNITARIANISM.-From a letter in the Religio-

Philosophical Journal from a Boston correspondent,

"Grapho," we take the following : "The Arlington

Street Church was for a time in a rather critical con-

dition, but under the labors of Brooke Herford it has

gained its vitality. James Freeman Clarke has a

prosperous society. The church of Edward Everett

Hale is in a fair condition, though needing the infu-

sion of a little young blood into the pulpit to give it

the highest vitality. Minot J. Savage has a full con-

gregation, and seems to be gaining strength yearly.

Rufus Ellis, of the First Church, H. W. Foote, of

King's Chapel, and Brooke Herford, of the Arlington

Street Church, represent the most conservative ele-

ment of Boston Unitarianism, while Minot Savage is

in the van of the liberals. The most liberal of the

Unitarians, however, retain traces of the old theology.

They seem to be reaching out for the new with one

hand, yet keeping a firm hold upon the old with the

other. They have discarded the most obnoxious

features of Orthodoxy, but the forms which they

retain savor of the past. That which is suggested by

their forms is inconsistent with what is uttered in

their sermons. They do not believe that God can be

influenced by petitions, yet they offer up what they

call a prayer. This is mere form, and their manner

shows it. They deliver excellent prayers, as far as

rhetoric is concerned, and one often feels like ap-

plauding; but their spiritual potency is about the

same as that of an apostrophe to the law of gravita-

tion. They lack earnestness. The speaker knows his

prayer will not be answered, and he doubts whether

it is heard even outside the walls of his church.

Much Unitarianism is an attempt to put new wine

into old bottles, and the bottles already begin to leak.

One cannot jump half way down a precipice. Unita-

rians have jumped off the orthodox precipice, but

many want to stop before they get to the bottom.

Nothing would frighten some Unitarian ministers of

this city so much as a plain, blunt statement of their

belief and its logical consequences ; laying aside all

euphony, and showing that they practically hold the

Bible in no higher estimation than other books, Jesus

in no higher authority than other good men, and that

they really repudiate all supernatural authority, and

accept the reason of man as the highest criterion of

truth and duty." Still, "Grapho" thinks,"the gen-

eral movement of New England Unitarianism is

forward."

PHILIP GILBERT HAMERTON, having complained ina

recent number of the Publisher's Weekly that a "New

York pirate" had gothold ofhis work, An Intellectual

Life, and added that a copyright law "would be a

benefit to all honest men, includingAmerican authors,

who would be spared part of the rivalry produced by

flooding the States with cheap pirated reprints," Mr.

John B. Alden, the publisher referred to, has ad-

dressed to Mr. Hamerton an open letter, from which

we extract the following :-

Of course, it warms the blood a little of an honest man

tohave another honest man call him a knave. Whendis-

cussion gets to that point, argument is cut off.... I am,

and long have been, heartily in favor of giving authors

the control of their productions upon their own terms,

within the limits of the bounds of common sense. It

would hardly be practicable for us to pay copyright to

Homer, and it maybe an open question as to when Ma-

caulay's heirs should cease to receive their tax. There is,

of course, some limit. Honest "doctors disagree" as to

points of equity, expediency, and the best methods of

bringing a happy future out of the evil present. The laws

of this country (and I believe the same is true of all coun-

tries) are not as you and other authors desire they should

be.... Where is the common sense of characterizing me

as a "pirate," because I multiply copies of your book from

the copy Ibought and paid for, more than in applying the

same term to one who reads the book aloud to a dozen

friends, who consequently do not buy it, or more than

applying it to you for appropriating the language and

thoughts of the patriarch Job in one of your books without

giving him any payment. You give "credit," doubtless,

to the authors whom you quote; but you give them no pay.

Igive you credit, but no "pay" beyond the copy I buy, till

we are able to secure a change in the present unsatisfactory

laws. I do not pretend to be the reader's especial

champion; but I do look at the question of the "intellect-

ual life" for them from their stand-point as well as from

that of the author. And it is amazing to me that an author

of your high character,-intellectual,humane, and Chris-

tian(whose inspiring words, "The humblest subscriber to

a mechanics' institute has easier access to sound learning

than had either Solomon or Aristotle," I have placed be-

fore millions of readers),-that you should seem to take no

pleasure in the fact that the best literature of the world

has by my efforts been placed within the reach of millions

towhom it was before unattainable; that I give to you an

appreciative audience (far more appreciative than you

find among your wealthy patrons) among tens of thou-

sands, who, without my efforts, would never have known

you.

...

BOOK NOTICES.

DEVELOPMENT OF ENGLISH LITERATURE AND LAN-

GUAGE . By Alfred H. Welsh, A.M. Chicago: S. C.

Griggs & Co. 1882. In two volumes.

These two large and handsome volumes, written by

aWestern man and published in the "Queen City of

West," give evidence that not only "empire," but

scholarship "westward takes its way." The author

of this work, in his somewhat extended "prologue,"

states that his "supreme anxiety has been to produce

not a brilliant but a useful book." We think he has

in a measure accomplished both results. He writes

from a decidedly progressive and scientific stand-

point. To give our readers an idea of the breadth

and scope of this work, we quote somewhat at length

from the "prologue,” or introductory chapter, which

begins thus: "A nation's literature is the outcome of

its whole life. To consider it apart from the antece-

dents and environments which form the national gen-

ius were to misapprehend its nature and its bearing.

Its growth in kind and degree is determined by four

capital agencies : Race, or hereditary dispositions ; Sur-

roundings, or physical and social condition; Epoch,

or spirit of the age; Person, or reactionary and ex-

pressive force.. A history of English literature

requires therefore a description of English soil and

climate, of English thought and English character as

they exist when first the English people come upon

the arena of history, of the growth of that character

and that thought as they are colored by the foreign

infusion of Celt, Roman, Dane, and Norman.... Nor

can any man understand the American mind who

fails to appreciate its connection with English history,

ancient and modern.... I have aimed at the golden

mean, a judicious union of facts and philosophy, of

narrative and reflection, of objective description and

subjective meditation." This literary history is di-

vided by the author into periods, which he names ac-

cording to what in his view are the predominating

characteristics; and the history of each period is pre-

faced by a sketch of its politics, the state of society,

poetry, religion, the drama, the novel, the periodical,

history, theology, ethics, science, and philosophy. The

leading authors of each period are discussed under

the classified headings of Biography, Writings, Style,

Rank, Character, and Influence.

From the beginning of the Christian era to the

thirteenth century, he includes the "Formative"

period of English literature, with Cadmon, Bede,
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Alfred, andRoger Bacon as its representative authors.

Theother"periods" are the " Initiative," with Mande-

ville, Wiclif, and Chaucer as representatives, Caxton

alone represents the "Retrogressive" period. More,

Sidney, Hooker, Raleigh, Spenser, and Shakspere

lead in the "First Creative" period. Ben Jonson,

LordBacon, and Milton are the leaders of the "Phil-

osophic" period. The "First Transition" period owes

most toBunyanand Dryden. The "Critical" period is

marked by the advent of such writers as Steele, Addi-

son, De Foe, Swift, Pope, Richardson, Fielding,Hume,

and Samuel Johnson. The "Second Transition" pe-

riod gave us Gibbon, Goldsmith, Burns, and Cowper;

and the "Second Creative," Scott, Wordsworth, and

Byron. To-day he entitles the "Diffusive" period,

and cites, as its leaders in literature, Dickens, Car-

lyle, George Eliot, Tennyson,Hawthorne, Longfellow,

and Emerson. The names mentioned do not by any

means include all those whose lives and writings are

reviewed in these two volumes. Each biographical

sketch is accompanied by characteristic extracts from

thewritings of the subject.

The general tone of the work is broad and liberal,

the style terse and bright. There is avery complete

index, and also a list of the authorities consulted by

the author. This list comprises about one hundred

and fifty standard and reliable works and writers.

On the whole, the book is a very valuable addition

to our national literature. We give part of the clos-

ing paragraph of the concluding chapter as a speci-

menof the author's spirit, style, and thought: "Who

knows where we are in the duration and development

of the race ? In the cradle still, or in opening man-

hood? By the same divine'law of evolution, we, too,

in turn shall be outstripped.... The latest civiliza-

tion will be a suggestion of new and higher possibili-

ties. The golden ages are before us. On, ever on,

toward the flying Perfect !"
S. A. U.

MIND-READING AND BEYOND. By William A. Hovey.

Boston: Lee & Shepard. 1885. pp. 201. Price

$1.25.

Any such communication will reach him, if sent to

the care of his publishers, Lee & Shepard, of this city.

S. A. U.

PARADISE FOUND. The Cradle of the Human Race at

the North Pole. AStudy of the Prehistoric World.

By William F. Warren, S.T.D., LL.D., President

of Boston University, Corporate Member of the

American Oriental Society, author of Anfangs-

gründe der Logik, Einleitung in die Systematische

Theologie, The True Key to Ancient Cosmology and

Mythical Geography, etc. Boston: Houghton, Mif-

flin & Co. pp. 503. Price $2.00.

E. W. Kemble. The poetry is contributed by Mrs.

Helen Jackson (H. H.), Mrs. Louise Chandler Moul-

ton, Anne R. Aldrich, and C. H. Crandall; and, in

"Bric-á-Brac," by Frank D. Sherman, Miss Alice

Trumbull Learned, Margaret Vandegrift, and others .

-Cupples , Upham& Co.

"THE April number of the St. Nicholas opens with

a frontispiece illustration by W. St. John Harper of

"The Gilded Boy," a true story of a Florentine pa-

geant in 1492. In the "Historic Girls" series, E. S.

Brooks tells the story of the girlhood of "Zenobia of

Palmyra," as based on information recently brought

to light by Eastern scholars, which is timely, in so

faras itshows a prototype of the events of to-day,-а

mighty European power humbled and held atbay by

the Arabs of many centuries ago. Coming to more

modern days, there is a sketch of Bach, which forms

the first of a series of brief biographies, by Agatha

Tunis, of the great musicians "From Bach to Wag-

ner." Lieut. Schwatka tells, in "Children of the

Cold," of some of the populargames of the Eskimo ;

while Charles Barnard, in "The Boys' Club," relates

how some little New York savages, that have been

caught and tamed, amuse themselves in a fine club-

house. Another "Ready for Business" paper dis-

cusses the chances for young menin the field of prac-

tical chemistry; and E. P. Roe, in "Driven Back to

Eden," contributes some sound advice to young

tillers of the soil. "Among the Law-makers" con-

tains an amusing chapter on the pranks of the Sen-

ate-pages, ushered in by April Fool's Day; and J. Т.

Trowbridge's serial, "His One Fault," goes brightly

on. Ofthemany other features of the number, a few

are : a beautiful double-page picture called "Easter

Morning"; the story of mining camp pussy, entitled

"The Conscientious Cat"; apoem by Celia Thaxter;

one by Margaret Johnston, illustrated by Jessie Mc-

Dermott; and another, called "Who's Afraid in the

Dark?" with a full-page picture by R. B. Birch .

Many readers will be interested in the announcement

of thenames of the winners inthe prize-story contest

forgirls.

We have no reason to doubt the statement of the

author that this volume "is a thoroughly serious and

sincere attempt to present what is to the author's

mind the true and final solution of one of the great-

est and most fascinating of all problems connected

with the history of mankind." The problem is,

Where was the Garden of Eden? That a man who

canaddto his name "LL.D.," and who is "President

of Boston University," should regard this as "one of

the greatest and most fascinating of all problems con-

nected with the history of mankind," although it

may seem strange to some, will surprise none who

know what kind of men are at the head of many of

our institutions of learning. Dr. Warren thinks that

the primitive Eden was at the North Pole. Could

some new Columbus penetrate to the polar region,

our author believes "he could but hurriedly kneel

amid a frozen desolation, and, dumb with a nameless

awe, let fall a few hot tears above the buried and

desolated hearthstone of humanity's earliest and

loveliest home." The author shows literary culture

and a smattering of science; but his book proves noth-

ing, and is no contribution to the world's knowledge.

That the earth was peopled and stocked with animals

and plants from arctic regions may possibly be true,

but, in the present state of science, the theory does

not admit of proof; and, as for the fabled Garden of

Eden, the evidence against its existence at any time

or in any locality is strong in proportion to the evi-

dence in favor of the theory of evolution. Dr. War-

ren has gleaned passages here and there from some

men of science to give a scientific cast to his theory;

but, while they indicate his ingenuity, they do not

show that his views are sustained by the authors

whom he quotes. The book contains some fallacies

which no reader who has a fair acquaintance with

geology, paleontology, zoology, and ethnology can

fail to see, some acknowledged facts, numerous liter-

ary embellishments, and a multitude of assumptions

which at present admit neither of proof nor of dis-

proof.

There are few people who are not more or less ,

directly or indirectly, interested in the different

phases of the subject treated in this volume; and, to

many minds, it has an extraordinary fascination from

the mystery in which it is involved. To the unthink-

ing, that fascination comes merely from the mystery

which seems to them to partake of the miraculous

and supernatural, and so panders to their love of the

marvellous. To the thoughtful and investigating

mind, the attraction is also because of the mystery

which opens possibilities of scientific discovery. It

is in this spirit that the author of this volume ap-

proaches his subject. "It will naturally be asked,"

he says, "What good is expected to grow out of the

study of these so-called 'occult' phenomena ? The

general answer is that nothing but good can come

out of the study of nature. It is something to free

men's minds from delusion as to the supernatural."

The main portion of the book is devoted to a republi-

cation, in a condensed form, of the records of the

experiments of a committee appointed by the London

Society for Psychical Research to investigate the

phenomena of so-called " mind-reading." Mr. Hovey

seems inclined to believe that these experiments have

thrown considerable light on a subject involved in

much doubt and mystery. He quotes Prof. Henry

Sidgwick, of Trinity College, England, the president

of the Society for Psychical Research, as declaring

that, "considering the importance of the questions

still indispute, as compared with other scientific prob-

lems on which years of patient and unbroken investi-

gation have been employed, it may be said that no

proportionate amount of labor has yet been devoted

to these problems." The author sensibly says, "Until

we have exhausted the possibilities of Nature and

have discovered all of Nature's laws,-as yet we know

but few of them, let us be content to believe that

our failure to understand a thing does not necessarily

involve the inability of natural law to account for it."

Mr. Hovey is himself so deeply interested in this

psychic research that he concludes the last chapter

by asking those readers "who have within their

knowledge well authenticated cases of the occurrence

of any of these phenomena, if they find it agreeable

and convenient," to communicate them to him. He

would prefer the real names and addresses of such

parties, though that is not a necessary condition.

"What is absolutely essential is that the facts be

attested by the full name and address of one or more

persons who know them of their own knowledge."

B. F. U.

ADMIRAL DAVID D. PORTER in the April Century

contributes to the war series a striking paper on

"The Opening of the Lower Mississippi." Accom-

panying the article are portraits of Admiral Far-

ragut, Admiral Porter, Capt. Theodorus Bailey, Gen.

Butler, who was in command of the land forces,

Gen. Lovell, the Confederate commander, and other

leading participants in the conflict. Besides the por-

traits there are maps, plans, and pictures of incidents.

George W. Cable, in a brief article, gives a spirited

description, from personal observation, of "New

Orleans before the Capture." Theodore Roosevelt

contributes a paper on "Phases of State Legislation,"

in which he reveals the methods of the lobby and

the perils which beset legislators. A reply to Mr.

Cable's recent paper on "The Freedman's Case in

Equity" is contributed by Henry W. Grady, who

writes under the title "In Plain Black and White."

Another article of political interest is a discussion

of the causes and probable disappearance of "The

Solid South," by Edward P. Clark; and in "Topics

of the Time" are editorials entitled "Practical Poli-

tics," "Not the American Way," "The Attempt to

Save Niagara," and "The Difference between a Paint-

ing and a Pound of Sugar," the last with reference to

the movement for free art. "A Florentine Mosaic,"

Mr. Howells' second illustrated paper on Florence, is

the opening article in the magazine, a reproduction

of Mr. Pennell's etching of the Ponte Vecchio being

the frontispiece. Eugene V. Smalley describes his

journey"From Puget Sound to the Upper Columbia."

Dr. Edward Eggleston's "Colonists at Home" is one

of the most popular of his series on life in the Colo-

nies. The fiction of the number includes the sixth

part of "The Rise of Silas Lapham," by Mr. Howells;

the third part of "The Bostonians," by Henry James;

and a humorous short story by Col. Richard Malcolm

Johnston, entitled "The Mediations of Mr. Archie

Kittrell," accompanied by character sketches by

THE Revue de Belgique for February opens by pict-

uring the first fire of youth in its struggle against

conservative influences. Then comes the conclusion

of "Le Curé Jadouille," a story showing how much

good may be done by a good-natured and worldly-

minded priest. But, next, we have an account of the

war now going on in Belgium for the public schools

against the blighting tyranny of Roman Catholicism.

The notice of the Russian novelist, Feodor Mikhail-

ovitch Dostoievsky, is followed by the last of a

curious series of articles, telling how the loss of a

nose or a lip may be repaired by grafting on another.

What is probably an unintentional, but not an alto-

gether unnecessary appendix to these last statements

is furnished by alively narrative about who the devil

of ahaunted house turned out to be in reality.

THE RISE OF INTELLECTUAL LIBERTY

FROM THALES TO COPERNICUS.

By FREDERICK MAY HOLLAND,

Author of The Reign of the Stoics . Price $3.50.

The author of this book has chosen a magnificent sub-

ject; and, although it is formidable in extent and much of

it involved in obscurity, and all of it complicated with

great questions of history and human progress, he has yet

been able to throw much new light upon that liberalization

of thought which went very unsteadily forward during

twenty-twohundred years, before the great modernmove-

ment of the development for intellectual liberty. The

work is a delineation of tendencies, a series of sketches of

the great minds who at different times and under varied

circumstances, and with unequal effect, have struck for

independence of thought, a presentation of the counter-

forces that have antagonized intellectual liberty, and an

account of the working of all those larger agencies which

have in different degrees hindered or promoted freedom

and independence of thought. Without having subjected

thework to critical scrutiny, we are much impressed by

the evidence it shows of extensive and conscientious

labor, the freshness and interest of its chief subject-mat-

ter, the untrammelled treatment of the subject, and the

vigor of the portrayal of that long and agonizing conflict

withbigotryand intolerance, religious and political, public

and private, which is the price of our modern liberty of

thinking.-Popular ScienceMonthly.

The volume shows remarkable research, keen powers of
analysis and comparison, close reasoning, and fairness of

judgment. It will be found an invaluable help to the stu-
dent,who will be glad to learn that the author contem-

plates a second volume, which will bring the subject down

tothe time of the French Revolution.-Boston Transcript.

For sale at THE INDEX office,44 Boylston Street,Boston,

Mass.
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Pirates, AUTHORS, and Frothingham'sSermons,
The following extract from a letter from the well-known Author andArt-

Ist PHILIP GILBERT HAMERTON appeared in a recent number ofthe New York

Publishers' Weekly :

pirate hadeholderism Intellectual Life. We sadly need acopyright
" I saw by the advertisements in American periodicals that a New York

law. Itwould be a benefit to all honest men, including American authors,

who would be spared part of the rivalry produced by flooding the States

withcheap pirated reprints. Yours very truly, P. G. HAMERTON."

To which I beg leave to reply as follows :

DEAR SIR, The above note evidently refers to me, as Iamthe one pub-

lisher who has reprinted the work referred to at a low price. Of course it

warms the blood, a little, of an honest man, to have another honest man call

himaknave. When discussion gets to that point, argument is cut off.

will, however, make a few points on my side of the case.

I

First. Iam, and long have been, heartily in favor of giving authors the

control of their productions upon their own terms, within the limits of the

bounds ofcommon sense-it would hardly be practicable for us topay copy-
right to Homer, and it maybe an open question as to when Macaulay's heirs

should cease to receive their tax ; there is, of course, some limit ; honest

"doctors disagree " as to points of equity, expediency, and the best meth-

ods of bringing a happy future out of the evil present.

CHEAP BOOKS.

printed in pam.

phlet form, and our friends whowish todo

missionary work for the Liberal causewill

find them admirably adapted to that pur-

more, the price will be reduced to 3 cents.

Single copies5 cents.

Address THE INDEX,

inspiring words " The humblest subscriber to a mechanics' institute has pose. Tosuch asorder themin lots of 25 or
an author of your high character, intellectual, humane and Christian (whose

easier access to sound learning than had either Solomon or Aristotle," I

have placed before millions of readers) that you should seem to take no

pleasure in the fact that the best literature of the world has by my efforts

beenplaced within the reach of millions to whom it was beforeunattainable ;

that I give to YOU an appreciative audience (far more appreciative than

you findamong your wealthy patrons) among tens of thousands, who with-

out my efforts would never have knownyou. I say readers have rights as

wellas authors; what they are I will not discuss; I say, simply, let the laws

be changed as authors demand; while Homer, Shakespeare, Milton, and

Lamb are free to readers, any " monopoly ” which living authors cansecure

upon their own writings will not seriously hurt readers-and, furthermore,

folly in law-making, if foolish changes should be made, would be likely
soon to work its own cure, in this age of the printing press.

Finally. Hamerton's " Intellectual Life " ought to sellby the hundred

thousand-ought to sell a hundred where it has sold oneby themethods of

your approved publishers; when the " good time coming" is here, and

authors can make their own terms with publishers and the public,perhaps

you will give me a little credit and thanks for the LARGER audience you

will thenhave because ofmypresent "piracy." Respectfully, JOHN B. ALDEN.

Second. The laws of this country (and I believe the same is true of all
countries) are not as you and otherauthors desire they should be. Evidently,

too, it is quite as useless for authors to expect to getwhat theywant with
out a CHANGE in the laws , as to hope to reach the result by calling pub-

lishers bad names. Where is the common sense of characterizing me as a

"pirate" because I multiply (within the bounds of law and of custom since

the time of Cadmus) copies of your book from the copy I bought and

paid for, more than in applying the same term to one who reads the book

aloudtoadozenfriends,who consequentlydo notbuy it-ormorethanapply- scriptive Catalogue sent free to any applicant.

ing it to YOU for appropriating the language and thoughts of the patriarch

Job in one of your books without giving him any i ayment you give

" credit, " doubtless, to the authors whom you quote, but you give them no

pay, I give YOU credit, butno "pay" beyond the copy Ibuy, till we are

able to secure a change in the present unsatisfactory laws.

Third.-General Grant once said, " The bestway to get rid of abad law is

to enforce it ; " that is my theory, and I shall continue to practice upon it ;

I expect to aid in securing toyou by " enforcement " of the legitimate conse-

quences of the present laws, what authors would never get by whining or

growling. Some people give to my methods the credit of being, possibly ,

the largest single influence which is working in this country to bring about

the much desired change in the laws.

Fourth. While authors certainly have their " rights," readers have some

rights also. When I was a boy under fourteen years of age the good litera-

ture accessible to me was limited, nearly, to Murray's English Reader, and

Josephus' Works. I do not pretend to be the reader's especial champion,

but I DO look at the question of the " intellectual life " for them from their

standpoint as well as from that of the author-and it is amazing to me that

SOME “ Pirate ” PRIZES,

In which the book-loving public are joyfully sharing. – 100-pagede-

HAMERTON'S " THE INTELLECTUALLIFE. " Price reduced
from $2.00 to 50 cents in cloth binding, $1.00 in Russia, gilt edges.

GUIZOT'S HISTORY of FRANCE. 8 vols., 426 illustrations. Re-

duced from $36.00 to $8.00-cheaper edition, $5.00.

RAWLINSON'S SEVENGREATMONARCHIES. Reduced from

$18 to $3.00-in 3 vols., over 700 illustrations.

IRVING'S WORKS. In six large volumes, price $4.00 -better

edition than sold three years ago for $25.

PRESCOTT'S GREATWORK, Ferdinand and Isabella, reducedfrom
$4.50 to $2.00-in our fine illustrated edition in 2 vols.; cheap edition ,

1 vol. , $1.25.

GEORGE ELIOT'S WORKS, complete in 5 vols., elegant cloth bind.

ing, price only $3.75 .

SCOTT'S WAVERLEY NOVELS, complete in 12 vols., illustrated,

only $7.00-printed from same plates as edition sold three years ago

for$30.00.

Books by Mail require 20per cent. extra to prepay. Mention this paper.

P. O. Box 1227.

JOHN B. ALDEN , Publisher ,

393 Pearl Street. New York

44 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MASS.

The Consolations of Rationalism.

Visions of Heaven.

Prayer and Work.

Instituted and Ideal Religion.

The Puritan Spirit.

Crime and Punishment.

The Whole Duty of Man,

The Naked Truth.

The Soul of Goodness.

The Protestant Alliance.
The Martyrdom of Man.

Life as a Test of Creed.

The Mission of the Radical Preacher.

The Ethics of Liberty.
The Rising and the Setting Faith.

TheDogmaofHell.
Authority and Religion.

The Spirit of the New Faith.

The Real God.

Goodness and Happiness.

The GlorifiedMan.

The Natural Man.

The Popular Religion.

The Responsibility for Disbelief.

The Perfect Life.
The Unbeliefs of the Believers.

Morals and Religion.

Visions of the Future.

The Radical's Ideal.

The New Song.

Charity and the Poor.

The Building of aMan.

Belief and Practice .

Dreams andDuties .

Creed Conduct.

H. T. MARSHALL'S J. HART & CO. , Fine Cabinet Photographs and
PATENT

ADJUSTABLE

LACE

CONGRESS

MARSH
ALL'S

PAT.
MAY13,18

84
.

Is easily adjusted to fit any instep or ankle at

any time, and will not uncomfortably draw

the ankle, like ordinary congress. It has the

stylish appearance of a lace boot and all the

convenience of congress in putting on or

offthe foot. Marshall's Pat. Pat'd May 13,

1884, woven in the front strap or stamped on

theshankofeach shoe. If your dealer does

not keepthem,send postal for directionsther

ofMen's, Boys' , and Youth's Fine Boots and

Shoes. Tennis Shoe for Ladies and Gents a

specialty.
H. T. MARSHALL,

BROCKTON, MASS.

2,000

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa.

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points in Europe. Agency

for the American Line of Steamers.

RELIGIO - PHILOSOPHICAL

JOURNAL.

Established in 1865 .

A Paper for all who Sincerely and

Intelligently Seek Truth with-

out regard to Sect or Party.

The JOURNAL, in the estimation of a large

proportion of the leading authorities on
Spiritualism, stands pre-eminent as a fear-

less, independent, judicially fair advocate of
Spiritualism. It has received more general

notice, and more frequent andhigher com-
mendations from intelligent sources, regard-

less of sect or party, than any other Spirit

ualist or liberal paper ever published: the

records will confirm this.

The JOURNAL is uncompromisingly com-

mitted to the Scientific Method in its treat-

ment of the Phenomena of Spiritualism,

beingfullyassuredthatthis is the only safe
PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF Touch

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-

called "TwelveGreatPictures ofthe World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;

Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; AS-

The JOURNAL is unsectarian, non-parti-

san,thoroughly independent,never neutral,
wholly free from cliques and clans.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION:

One Copy One Year,

One Copy Six Months,

Specimen Copy Sent Free .

$2.50

$1.25

Charles Darwin,

Prof. Huxley,

OF

Prof. Tyndall,

John Fiske,

R. W. Emerson,

Divorce between Creed and Conduct.

The Spirit of Truth.

Forgiveness.

Attitudes of Unbelief.

The Inspiration of Scripture.

The Law of Habit.

The Suppression of Vice.

Herbert Spencer, The Secret of Jesus.

H. W. Longfellow,

Charles Sumner,

Wendell Phillips,

W. L. Garrison,

Theodore Parker,

Geo. Jacob Holyoake,

Felix Adler,

M. J. Savage,

F. E. Abbot,

Frances Power Cobbe,

0. W. Holmes,

J. G. Whittier,

Geo. Wm. Curtis,

are for sale at this office at 50 cents each,
and will be sent by mail to any address on

receipt of price.

Address THE INDEX,

44 Boylston St., Boston, Mass .

PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

THEP public respectlybelicitedfor
THE INDEX. Though the papermust not be

held responsible for any statements made
byadvertisers, the attempt will be honestly

made to keepthe advertising pages in en-
tireharmony with its general character and

principles . To this end, all improper or

blind" advertisements, all quack adver-
tisements, and all advertisements believed

to be fraudulent or unjust to any one, will

Address all letters and communications to be excluded from these columns.

sumptionof the Virgin, TITIAN; TheTrans- JCornell UnivLib
figuration, RAPHAEL; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL; HolyNight, CORREGGIO; Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.10; or

icago, Ill.,

3170 F ditor.

THE PRESENT DAY.

A JOURNAL DISCUSSING THE PRINCIPLES

AND METHODS OF MOVEMENTS .

anyoneormoreat20 cts. each (with Cata- Editedby GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE.
loguewhendesired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee,Wis.

"CROWN PUBLISHING Co.,"

267 Strand, London W.C., England.

ADVERTISING RATES .

For 1 to 12 Insertions, .

"13 " 25
"

" 26 " 51
"

"52
"

The Hidden Life .

Modern Irreligion.

NewArticles of Faith.

Religion and Immorality.

The Higher Sentiment.

TheAmerican Gentleman.

The American Lady.

Visions of Judgment.

Quality and Quantity in Life.

God is Love.

The Three Pentecosts.

Spiritual Force and its Supply.

The Resurrection of Jesus.

Rights and Duties.

PracticalValueof Belief inGod.
Moral Narcotics.

The Devout Life .

Demand of Religion on the Age.

Religion and a Religion.

Wisdom a Loving Spirit.

Corn er Stones.

The SectarianSpirit.
The Threefold Radicalism.

The Faith of Jesus.

The Dimensions of Life.

The Unseen Sources of Character.

Formal Religion and Life.

The Revival of Religion.

Character: Its Friends and Foes.

The Office of Prayer.

NewWine in Old Bottles.

10c. per line. Power of the ImmortalHope.
" "

8c.

6c. " 66

5с. " "

The Radical's Root.

The Sectarian Spirit.

The Prophetic Soul.

Saintliness.

Onhalf-column advertisements,adiscount

of10percent. will bemade; on full-column

advertisements, a discount of 25 per cent. The Holy Ghost,

On all advertisements for which cash is
paid in advance, a further discount of25per
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It is often remarked that Fast Day, in this

State, which was observed last Thursday in the

usual manner, should be called feast day. The

Boston Transcript, in an editorial entitled "A Ven-

erable Imposture," observes : "As the day, how-

ever, has drifted far away from its original pur-

poses, as none but the hungry fast, and as very

few go to the church compared with the thousands

that pack the theatre, why not cordially and freely

acknowledge the change, and proclaim it a holiday,

instead of calling it aholy day, long after it has

ceased to be such ? Far be it from us to deprecate

these pleasant gatherings, these joyous feasts, this

day of merriment subdued in sympathy with the

gray season. That the right of the New Eng-

lander to a resting-day between two trying seasons

is well established ought to go unchallenged. But

why call this resting-day what it is not, what it

never will be again ? Why officially adjure peo-

plewho are determined to feast to fast ? Custom

has made it a day of feasting and amusement, as

custom made it a day of fasting and meditation.

Why not candidly and frankly acknowledge the

change, of which every one is conscious ?"

We had the pleasure a few evenings ago of

addressing in Providence, R.I., at the residence of

Mr. James Eddy of that city, a Herbert Spencer

Class, on Spencer's Principles of Psychology. The

Classhad just finished a study of this work extend-

ing through many months, having before devoted

about a year to First Principles and Principles of

Biology. The usual exercises of the Class consist

in reading several pages of Spencer, to which the

members are supposed to have given some atten-

tion previously, and discussing informally the

views and reasonings of the author. The most

subtle philosophic thinkers of the Class, which

includes some of the best minds of the city, it is

admitted, are women, who, at the meetings we

have attended, have shown ability to follow Mr.

Spencer in his most profound reasonings and his

most abstruse thought. At atime when ignorance,

adesire to gain the influence of a great name in

support of theological assumption, or policy, or all
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SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

combined, lead to frequent misrepresentations of❘ ceedings to recover the amounts claimed. One of

Spencer's thought, it is gratifying to know that

there are a number of societies in this country

making his views a subject of careful study.

THE Freidenker of March 29 calls attention to

thediscussion now going on among European Free-

masons as to continuing the qualification of belief

in a personal God. The Grand Orient of France

abolished this test in 1877, and, in consequence, is

refused fellowship by the English Grand Lodge,

presided over by the orthodox and immaculate

Prince of Wales. The protests of the French Free-

masons-that their position does not imply that

they are atheists, but simply that they are in favor

of liberty and fraternity, unlimited by theological

belief, in their order-do not seem to havehad any

effect in securing them the recognition of the "reg-

ular" Grand Lodges. The whole correspondence

will soon be published. In this country, some of

the Grand Lodges have decided that belief in

Christianity, the Bible, or a future state, is not a

necessary qualification for admission to the order.

But none of them have gone so far as to recom-

mend even the removal of the test which has been

a subject of discussion among European masons.

Itmightbe well to form some Masonic Lodges in

the United States under charters obtained from

the Grand Orient of France. "Old landmarks,"

when they become obstructions to progress, should

be removed. Masonry should abolish its religious

tests, open its doors to women, modify its ritual,

and become in every respect a modern institution.

THE Christian Statesman is now troubled be-

cause Gen. Grant is unconcerned about his soul,

"and is making no serious preparation for the

great change which is before him." "The prayers

of Christian people," it says, "ought to ascend

continually to God in his behalf." Two questions

are suggested: Is a man's eternal future deter-

mined by his character as manifested in word and

deed through a lifetime or by the state of mind

induced by external influences during the bodily

and mental debility preceding death? Does the

intervention of God in "behalf" of a creature he

has made, and whose every thought and motive

he understands, depend upon "the prayers of

Christian people" ? The Christian Statesman seems

to think that Gen. Grant is too great and good

aman to be damned, and that God, uninfluenced

by "the prayers of Christian people," does not

think him good enough to be saved. Hence, the

need of numerous and oft-repeated petitions to

the Almighty in behalf of the great leader of our

armies, whose sufferings during these last days of

his life have aroused the sympathies of the nation

whose soldiers he led to victory and honor. Fortu-

nately, the number who can be satisfied to think

of the Eternal Source of phenomena as an anthropo-

morphic being of barbarous or semi-civilized moral

characteristics is "growing small by degrees and

beautifully less.

SEVERAL churches in Montreal have paid their

assessments for the improvement of Dominion

Square. Against the churches whichhave refused

topay, the municipalityhas commenced legal pro-

the churches, it is stated, will base its defence

upon the capitulation of Canada to Great Britain,

the articles of which required the conquerors to

observe certain terms toward the conquered. It

is, on the other hand, denied that these articles

of capitulation can have the effect of a perpetual

concordat, and abridge the liberties of the people

inwhose behalf they were made. We should here

state that churches and parsonages and benevolent

institutions are exempt from annual taxation by

the charter of the city of Montreal, granted by the

legislature of the Province of Quebec. The assess-

ment for Dominion Square is for a special improve-

ment that is levied on that particular locality, and

not on the whole city; and it is therefore thought

that the exemption does not apply. The question of

repeal of exemption has alreadybeen brought up

in the city council; and, a mayor of liberal views

having recently been elected, such questions have a

better chance nowthan formerlyof receiving consid-

eration. The religious exemptions in Montreal are

equal to a tax of 60 cents per head of the entire

population, or say $3 a family. The total property

exempted under this head is valued at about eight

millions, on which the taxes would be, at 12 cents

per $1,000, $96,000.

In one of his recent sermons, Mr. Beecher said:

"I am profoundly religious in my views and in

what is needed for men. IfI forbear and with-

hold, it is to carry people with me little by little,-

not breaking away from old beliefs so suddenly

that they fall into the gulf of infidelity, but laying

plans here and there, so as to help their develop-

ments. It is said that I am not orthodox. If I

am thankful for anything, it is for that, if the con-

fession of faith is Orthodoxy." Mr. Beecher's

sermons, although in many respects very able, do

not indicate that he has any well-defined, consist-

ent, and carefully reasoned system of philosophy

or religion ; but he has caught glimpses of mod-

ern rationalistic thought, and he has lost faith in

much of the theology in which he was reared. He

appears to the best advantage, when he does not

attempt to define his position, which involves in-

congruities too obvious to escape the attention of

any thinker, be he orthodox or heterodox. If

Mr. Beecher should state frankly and fully his

beliefs, no harm would result, except possibly to

himself; and that would be more apparent than

real. When ministers talk as Mr. Beecher does,

the more intelligent people distrust their sincerity,

and attach but little value to their statements of

belief. The tendency of such a course is to en-

courage the bad practice of talking and writing

as much to conceal as to express thought, and to

make men extremely cautious and timid, and in

expression ambiguous and half-hearted, when the

clear and courageous statement of conviction is the

highest duty, and is demanded by the best inter-

ests of all. Mr. Beecher is more transparent and

frank, in our opinion, than the majority of those

of his cloth ; and his utterances from time to time,

in different moods, indicate sufficiently to intelli-

gent readers whathis real opinions are.
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FREEDOM OF WORSHIP FOR YOUNG

CRIMINALS.

The Roman Catholic Church is renewing its

effort in the New York Legislature to secure the

passage of what is called the Freedom of Worship

Bill. The special design of the bill is to open the

House of Refuge on Randall's Island-a State

institution for the penal discipline and reforma-

tion of wayward youth-to Catholic ceremonies

ofworship, and particularly the Mass : though the

proposed legislation will cover all reformatory and

penal institutions which are under the care of the

State. For a dozen years or more, the Catholics

havebeen vigorously working for this object. The

fact that a very large number of the children who

are sent to the Randall's Island House of Refuge

are of Catholic parentage makes the Catholic

priesthood very zealous to secure the passage of

thisAct. And the chances for their success seem

better than ever before. The Senate will pass, if

it has not already passed, the measure. The gov-

ernor, it is known, favors it. And the popular

branch of the legislature, it is thought, will not

venture to offend the large Catholic vote of the

State.

Not all Catholics, however, favor the bill. The

Catholic Church is represented on the Board of

Managers of the House of Refuge, and yet the

Board energetically opposes the bill. Per contra,

it is claimed in Catholic journals, and probably

with truth, that the Catholic members of the

Board are not fair representatives of the Catholic

Church. But, however this maybe, all parties and

all journals in the State are engaging in the dis-

cussion; and the discussion is waxing warm and

acrimonious.

The ground on which they should place them

selves, and on which they do try to place them

selves, is that of the principle of the separation of

Church and State. They should say that, in guar-

anteeing equal liberty to all religious sects and to

all beliefs about religion, the State itself knows no

sect and recognizes no special form of religious

belief. On no other ground can equal liberty of

conscience be granted to all citizens. In order to

leave to individual citizens the perfectly "free

exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and

worship," the State can have no religion. Conse-

quently, when any class of citizens, by their con-

duct, forfeit their individual liberty in any such

way that the State has to take care of them, they

can make no claim that the State shall provide for

their religious wants. If the free exercise of their

own religious preferences has gone, that is a part

of the penalty of their crime, just as their im-

prisonment deprives them of the exercise of their

personal preferences as to where they will reside

and their mode of daily life. Intellectual, moral,

and industrial training the State can give in its

penal institutions; but it has, on the American

principle of government, no religion that it can

teach to the inmates of such institutions. And

the managers of the House of Refuge, in resisting

the Freedom of Worship Bill, have endeavored to

set forth this principle. In addition to the argu-

ments that a large majority of the inmates have

been reformed under the present management, and

that the new bill would interfere with discipline,

and introduce the spirit, methods, and controver-

sies of religious proselytism, they declare with

emphasis that "State money should not be given

to sectarian institutions," and that "the separation

of Church and State, of matters ecclesiastical and

secular, of religion and politics, is to be the ruling

principle of this country: this is American doe-

trine."

As is usual in such debates, the Catholics make

theirplea on the ground of freedom of conscience.

Though they do not as Catholics believe in free-

dom of conscience, yet, in seeking to carry a point But, unfortunately, the managers of the insti-

for their Church, they never hesitate to avail them.❘tution have violated this American principle and

doctrine in their own practice. They claim and

say in so many words that "the institution has

always been non-sectarian; that no dogma or

sectarian creed has been taught or favored by it" ;

that the Sunday teaching consists of "those gen-

selves of any establishment of this principle which

has been made by their Protestant opponents.

Thus, in this contest, they plant themselves on the

religious freedom clause of the New York State

constitution, which is as follows : "The free ex-

ercise and enjoyment of religious profession and ❘ eral moral truths on which all sects and all creeds

worship, without discrimination or preference,

shall forever be allowed in this State to all man-

kind." This, certainly, is plain and emphatic

language. Nothing further could be asked for as

a constitutional guarantee of religious liberty to

all citizens alike. But, still, the question might

arise whether such a provision for freedom of wor-

shipwasmeant to cover the law-breaking class of

population that has to be shut up in prison, any

more than a similar constitutional provision with

regard to personal liberty was meant to cover

them. The law-breaking class forfeits in many

ways the constitutional rights which are guaran-

teed to all law-abiding citizens. Even in this mat-

ter of religion, it is evident that the free exercise

of individual belief is not and cannot be granted

to persons who are in prison, even though they

may be marshalled into a room to hear a clergy-

man who is of their own sect. To enjoy the "free

exercise" of worship, one must be free to choose his

own clergyman and place of worship, as well as

the sect and creed. And there are obvious reasons

why this kind of "free exercise and enjoyment of

religious profession and worship" cannot be ac-

corded to imprisoned criminals ; nor is it probable

that freedom of conscience to this extent was con-

templated in the State Bill of Rights.

But, in answering the Catholic argument, the

opponents of the Freedom of Worship Bill are

heavily handicapped by their own inconsistency.

are agreed. " But, in amanual used in the Sunday

service and approved by the managers, the dog-

mas of the Incarnation, of the Deity of Christ, and

of Redemption through his blood, are explicitly

taught. The manual contains such sentences as

these : "O Lord, the Lamb of God, Son of the

Father, that takest away the sins of the world,

have mercy upon us"; "Thou art the King of

Glory, O Christ. Thou art the everlasting Son of

the Father. When thou tookest upon thee to

deliver man, thou didst humble thyself to be born

of a virgin" ; "Most merciful God, we draw near

unto thee in the name of thy Son, Jesus Christ,

trusting in thy promise to hear us for his sake,

and asking thy favor only through the merit which

is in his blood." What must be the ethical phi-

losophy of persons who claim that sentences like

these contain only "those general moral truths on

which all sects and all creeds are agreed" ? Or, if

their ethical philosophy is straight, then what

must we say of their ethical practice, when they

declare that "no dogma or sectarian creed has been

taught" in the institution? The fact clearly is

that the Orthodox Protestant creed is taught to the❘

inmates of the House of Refuge at present ; and

the Catholics, as well as Jews, Unitarians, and

free thinkers of various sorts, have a valid com-

plaint against the institution as sectarian. The

Catholics, doubtless, are most sensitive to this

unfairness,becauseof the large number of Catho-

lic children that are sent there, and because of

their belief in the necessity of their own Church to

salvation. But the unfairness is a general one,

and the proper remedy is a bill that shall ignore

the creeds of all the sects in the management of

such institutions.

Well does Dr. Felix Adler, from whose admi-

rablediscourse on the topic most of the above facts

have been drawn, make an appeal that the State

see to it that the institution shall provide for the

moral, industrial, and mental discipline of its un-

fortunate inmates, on the ground that this is both

the most equitable and the most important thing

to do. The inmates are children, mostly between

nine and fifteen years of age, none being over sev-

enteen,-children who are precocious in crime or

vagrants from the streets. "In the name of Rea-

son," he asks, "do these children need to be initi-

ated into the higher mysteries of your religions ?

Do they require the finishing touch which it is

said religion gives to character ? Are they ready

for that? Do they require to be initiated into

dogmatic subtleties ? Shall we not rather say that

what these children require is to learn the A, B, C,

of morality ? That what these children, who have

learned to handle the shot-gun and have not

learned to respect their neighbors' property, re-

quire to be taught are the elementary truths of

morality ? That what they need to have impressed

upon them are the commandments,-Thou shalt

not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear

false witness, Thou shalt not lie ? And these are

indeed the genuine non-sectarian teachings. In

regard to these, all the sects and all the creeds of

Asia, Europe, and America are agreed; and this

kind of non-sectarian teaching the State should

indeed supply to its wards."

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

LITERARY BIOGRAPHY.

The great interest which the publication of the

lives of Carlyle and George Eliot has excited is a

significant fact. It shows that the public has

reached such a stage of general intellectual prog-

ress that it is now almost to the full as curious in

reference to the lives and careers of great writers,

or men of the closet and pen, as it is about the

lives of statesmen, men of the sword, and other

men of action, with whose words and deeds the

papers fill their columns from day to day. And

the enormousness and cheapness of the issue of

the two literary biographies above named indicate

that the demand for them is a popular one, the

demand of a vast reading public. Aspeaker re-

cently, at a meeting held in the city of Portland for

the purpose of taking steps for the erection of a

bronze statue of the poet Longfellow in that his

native city, talked as though famous writers, such

as popular poets and novelists, were more likely to

be overlooked in the matter of monumental com-

memoration than were public inen of the political

and military class. But, at this time of day, the

remark is not true. Such American literary men as

Longfellow and Whittier and Hawthorne are far

less likely to be overlooked than Americans fa-

mous in other ways ; for the above three writers

exercise a dominion over the hearts and souls of

their countrymen in the privacy of their homes,

and are thus in no danger of losing their meed of

public recognition and commemoration in any of

the forms which such recognition is accustomedto

take. But it is not unusual in these days for

public men to combine in their persons the states-

man and literary man both,-e.g., Gladstone and

the late Lord Beaconsfield. Carlyle and George

Eliot's influence, throughout the English-speaking

world inbothhemispheres,was not limited bytheir
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lives. Their influence, now that they are dead,

goes onwidening and deepening ; for it is a subtle,

spiritual influence, to whose pervasiveness time and

space can oppose no barriers. The world of to-day,

through the diffusion of knowledge, education, and

ideas through every stratum of society, is becom-

ing more and more susceptible to such an influ-

ence, while it is less and less moved by the noise

and parade of the politician and warrior. In other

words, the world of to-day is becoming more and

more a reading, reflective, rational, intelligent

world, which is capable of intellectual enjoyment

and that exquisite pleasure which is derived from

aperusal of the works of great thinkers, scientists,

and imaginative writers. Forty or fifty years ago,

the world was in another and lower mood. Then,

the life of the Corsicanbully and military despot,

Napoleon I., was in everybody's hands. But now,

even in France, his exploits and career excite

detestation and contempt. Wellington and Nelson

were idolized by their countrymen during their

lives; but Shakspere, Scott, Byron, Dickens, Thack-

eray, Shelley, Wordsworth, George Eliot, and Car-

lyle will continue to be idolized throughout the

English-speaking world in saecula saeculorum.

has effected a revolution in literature and men's

thoughts. What necessity was there, then, for

what may be called an indecent exposure of his

private and domestic life and foibles as a nervous

hypochondriac ? His morbidness was his personal

misfortune, with which his readers are not con-

cerned. When Byron lay dead at Missolonghi in

Western Greece, his acquaintance and associate

Trelawneymade haste to solve the mystery of his

lameness and bodily deformity. He tells his read

ers how he sent the poet's valet out of the cham-

ber of death for aglass of water, which of course

was a pretext. "On his leaving the room," he

writes, "to confirm or remove my doubts as to

the cause ofhis lameness, I uncovered the pilgrim's

feet, and was answered,-the great mystery was

solved. Both his feet were clubbed, and his legs

withered to the knee,-the form and features of

an Apollo with the feet and legs of a Satyr ! "

Later along, Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe-in

order, apparently, to make herself "a blot upon a

remembered name"-undertook to make out a

case against Byron of still more revolting, because

moral deformity; but she failed ignominiously.

In view of these facts, Tennyson's indignation is

warranted where he says :-

the chief English poets, reflective thinkers, histo-

rians, critics, novelists, essayists, and great writers

of all kinds and periods. Such an acquaintance

must lead multitudes of large-brained young men

throughout the length and breadth of the country

to devote themselves to an intellectual life with

the best possible results to the American literature

of the near future. Although the "American Men

of Letters" series, which is in process of publica-

tion, deals not with authors of so much renown

and significance as the English series, still it

shows that we are not without great literary

names, even thus early in our history. But the

chief point of interest in regard to the publication

of both series is that there should be such a gen-

eral demand for the details of lives of men of the

closet and pen. In this fact is distinct evidence of

an immense advance of the world from animalism

to intellectualism. The phenomenon of genius as

to its origin and conditions is inexplicable. It

arises in all ranks and environments of life.

George Eliot was the daughter of a self-educated

farmer, she being thus of as humble origin as her

great contemporary, Carlyle. Voltaire was born

in a well-to-do family of respectable mediocrity,

without intellectual tastes or antecedents. Byron

had Norman blood in his veins, mingled with the

blood of whilom Scotch kings. But, though

noble, his ancestors never gave any evidence of

uncommon mental power. Thus it is difficult to

account for a case of genius. It appears when

and where it is to be least expected, and never

leaves any posterity or successor. It is calculated

that the English-speaking world now contains a

population of over one hundred millions ; and,

through the diffusion of popular education over

that world in both hemispheres, it is a world of

readers, who furnish an unlimited market for the

works of popular writers.

These great writers will be haunting presences

and potencies, wherever the language which was

the vehicle of their genius is read and spoken. It

is a sign of the wonderful progress of the world

during the current century, which is now hasten-

ing so fast to a close, that great writers like the

above are beginning to be generally or popularly

recognized as mightier with their pens than war-

riors with their swords, as ministering a greater

and purer and more civilizing delight than any

other class of men by their power to stir the

minds, not only of their contemporaries,but of all

succeeding generations, to noble thoughts and emo-

tions. As a rule, it is safe to say that great

scholars, thinkers, scientists, and imaginative writ-

ers are less sordid and selfish than great statesmen,

militarists, and politicians. Their ambitions and

aims are less of the earth earthy. They are the ser-

vants of an exacting ideal nature, which has a ten-

dencytokeep them above sordidness and selfishness .

It is true that they are apt to be eccentric and pe-

culiar. It is true, also, that such writers as Byron,

Scott, Dickens, and George Eliot made enormous

sums of money in the exercise of their genius. But

money was not their primal aim or object, as it is

the aim of ordinarymenin ordinary business. Their

pecuniary success was due to the fact that they lived

and wrote at a time when there was a vast reading

public, which was enthralled by the spell of their

genius. Even Carlyle, who disdained to prostitute

his genius to money-making, and preferred to

starve rather than do so, found himself at last

with more money than he had any use for. Mean-

time, the reading public is growing vaster and
vaster.

But we are told that there is a lack observ-

able of literary genius. But, now, even mediocrity

writes well. The poet laureate of England, who

is himself very fastidious in the matter of style,

exclaimed on some occasion, "How well every-

body writes now !" There may be temporarily a

deficit of genius, but during the first three-quar-

ters of the current century there was a plethora of

it in Great Britain and on the continent. A

period of literary mediocrity, therefore, is just now

inorder. But all things indicate that in the next

century there will be another new departure of

thought, another flowering of the human mind.

"The English Men of Letters" series has been re-

published in this country in the cheapest possible

form, so that he who runs and has a few dimes in

hispocketmay purchase and read the entire series.

It makes its readers intimately acquainted with

"For now the poet cannot die,

Nor leave his music as of old,

But round him, ere he scarce be cold,

Begin the scandal and the cry ;

Proclaim the faults he would not show;

Break lock and seal; betray the trust ;

Keep nothing sacred; 'tis but just

Themany-headed beast shouldknow.

Ah, shameless ! for he did but sing

Asong that pleased us from its worth.

No public life was his on earth;

No blazoned statesmanhe, nor king;

He gave the people of his best;

Hisworsthe kept, his besthe gave.

MyShakspere's curse on clown andknave

Whowill not lethis ashes rest."

B. W. BALL.

BENEFICIAL OR INJURIOUS ?

A Sunday paper of New York City, giving the

benefit of charitable construction to those who

oppose and malign it, uses the following language :

"The question for thoughtful persons about all

religious organizations is whether membership of

them tends to make people better or worse. No

sane person can maintain that this question admits

of morethan one answer in regard to the churches ."

Unless Mr. Robert Ingersoll and all his admir-

ers are to be presumed insane, the opinion above

stated is erroneous; for they would certainly an-

swer the question differently from the editor of

the Sunday paper. And a third answer also is

possible; since experience and observation alike

constrain me to believe that honest, faithful mem-

bership in an orthodox church really tends to

make men worse in some respects, while it makes

them better in others. I specify orthodox churches

for three reasons: first, because I am better ac-

quaintedwith them; next, because all the churches

not orthodox form a minority numerically insig-

nificant ; and, finally, because this minority shows

but a small proportion of the evil tendencies in

question.

But, apropos of literary biography, it cannot be

denied that too many writers of it seem to be dis-

posed to minister to a morbid as well as a legiti-

mate curiosity on the part of their readers, and to

let the light of a too glaring publicity shine upon

details and matters with which the public has no

business, but which belong rather to the columns

of a psychological journal than to the pages of a

biography. Men of genius are also men like the

rest of us, and from the very fact of their mar-

vellous intellectual and imaginative power are apt

to be fearfully and abnormally as well as excep-

tionally organized, and to have an unusual share

of eccentricities and peculiarities. But the sun

itself, the source of all terrestrial life, light,

warmth, and beauty, is found to be darkened by

spots, when telescopically inspected. What then?

It is none the less the fountain-light of all our

seeing. Genius, too, under a jealous and malig-

nant scrutiny, is found not to be without specks

and blemishes. "Is it not odious," asks George

Eliot, "that as soon as a (literary) man is dead

his desk is raked, and every insignificant memo-

randum, which he never meant for the public, is

printed for the gossiping amusement of people too

idle to reread his books?" Writers of genius are

apt to be morbidly sensitive, and to be formed of

far too penetrable stuff for their own personal com-

fort. Theygive the world the best of themselves.

What business, then, has the world with their

infirmities, with their unguarded utterances and

querulousness, with the outbreaks of their sensi-

tive nerves, and that melancholia and those fitts of

depression which seem to be constitutional with

such exceptional personalities ? Carlyle's readers

find untold pleasure, enlightenment, amusement,

and mental stimulus in the various works which

he left as a legacy to posterity, of history, biogra-

phy, and criticism. The influence of these works

The good tendencies of membership in an ortho-

dox church are manifest and unmistakable. Con-

scientiousness, in this new relation, is constantly

appealed to and stimulated. The moral obligation

to resist temptation, to avoid all known sin, and

to recognize and perform allknown duty, is kept

prominently before the mind of the new member;

and his pastor and brethren are ever ready with

such sympathy, encouragement, warning, or admo-

nition as they judge him to need. Then, by join

ing them, he has allied himself to an eminently

respectable and creditable class of people, per-
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haps the best part of the community in which he

lives, a fact in itself tending strongly to secure

him against the commission of unpopular sins.

The church member is far less likely to steal or

to get drunk than the average outsider. Even,

among outsiders, their knowledge of his church

relation will be a strong and perpetual bond to

good behavior on his part. Thus, piety, to a cer-

tain extent, comes in aid of morality; and the

church member is likely to be, in some respects, a

better man than the outsider.

The reader can hardly fail to observe that, in

the paragraph next preceding, Ihave used many

qualifying phrases ; but truth imperatively requires

every one of them. The clergy and their advo-

cates will think it a very insufficient concession on

my part that church membership is adverse to un-

popular sins ; but facts showthatchurch piety and

church respectability often have been, and often

are still, the active promoters of popular sins. In

manycases (not in all),they take their place with

the majority of those whom they stigmatize as

"worldly," in direct opposition to the claims of

right and justice. It was respectable and credit-

able piety which persecuted Quakers and Baptists

at Plymouth and Boston, and hung witches in

Salem. It was respectable and creditable piety

which in the South resolutely upheld slavery, and

in the North vehemently opposed interference with

slavery. It was respectable and creditable piety

which, by vote of Park Street Church in Boston,

robbed a colored man of his pew there, and placed

aconstable at its door to prevent him and his fam-

ily from entering it. It was respectable and cred-

itable piety which inserted in the pew-deeds of

Baron Stow's Baptist church in Boston a provi-

sion that they should not be sold or leased to any

coloredperson.

Will it be said, These are matters of ancient

date, obsolete customs, by past-errors ? I reply,

The church creeds and church principles remain

the same: such amelioration as has occurred is

due far more to civilization under the guidance of

outsiders) than to church influence. And church

influence at the present day shows many instances

of direct opposition to right and justice.

Respectable and creditable piety is now, as it

has been for many years, under the name of The

National Reform Association, urging an amendment

to the Constitution of the United States, the adop-

tion of which would seriously impair the civil

and political rights of millions of its citizens . It

is respectable and creditable piety which now, in

the Young Men's Christian Associations, divides

its membership into superior and inferior classes,

the orthodox church members to govern, the rest

to be governed. It is respectable and creditable

piety which perpetuates in our civil and criminal

courts an unjust discrimination against persons

who deny, because they disbelieve, a certain arti-

cle of the orthodox creed. It is respectable and

creditable piety which has always urged the subor-

dination of women to men, which persecuted and

maligned Abby Kelley and Lucy Stone for vindi-

cating, in calm and decorous language, the rights

of their sex as human beings, which for the last

half century has steadily resisted every movement

inbehalf of those rights, and which now offers the

most effective opposition to woman's just claim to

be allowed to exercise the right of suffrage. It is

respectable and creditable piety which now keeps

the Public Library closed on Sunday, which re-

sisted as long as possible even the opening of its

reading-room on that day, which tries to check

the publication and circulation of Sunday news-

papers, which vigorously opposes every effort to

furnish innocent and useful recreation on Sundays

to the classes whose only leisure is on that day.

It is respectable and creditable piety, led by the

orthodox clergy,which opposes Sunday excursions,

Sunday concerts, and the opening of Museums of

Art, Science, and Natural History on Sunday, as

vehemently as it opposes dram-drinking and cock-

fighting.

As to the beneficial influence of church-member-

ship, I have conceded that it emphasizes, culti-

vates, and stimulates conscientiousness. But here

wemust keep in mind the important fact that con-

science among church members is enormously mis-

educated and perverted by the clergy. They en-

join faithfulness and promptitude in the perform-

ance of duties; but the practices which they dig-

nify with this name are largely manufactured

duties, having their origin in church custom rather

than in either true religion or morality. The new

church member soon finds that what is chiefly ex-

pected of him in this relation is devoutness of

manner and speech, punctual attendance on Sun-

day worship and at church meeting and prayer-

meeting, readiness to go through the form of audi-

bleprayerwhen he is called upon in thegatherings

last mentioned, and co-operation in such measures

of proselytism as the church, directed by the pas-

tor, may from time to time institute. If he is the

head of a household, it is also expected that he

will have his children baptized, and that he will

establish family prayer and "grace" at meals. As

long as the church member is punctual in these

observances, there will be little scrutiny by his

"brethren" as to whether he performs any other

duties.

The clergy are expected not only to enjoin

duties, but to denounce sins; and this latter work

is a very important one. But a considerable pro-

portion of the things they stigmatize under this

name are manufactured sins, violations of church

rule and custom, but not at all of true religion or

morality. For instance, they vehemently declaim

against what they call "Sabbath-breaking," though,

according to the decision of that "fourth com-

mandment," which they call divinely inspired

and authoritative, they themselves are and always

have been Sabbath-breakers. They represent it as

sinful not to attend the ceremonial observances

which they call "divine worship," and which they

represent as divinely ordained, though there is not

the slightest evidence that God either enjoined

them or desires them. They represent as sins

Sunday recreations of all sorts, the innocent and

salutary quite as much as the injurious. And they

specially stigmatize the sin of not believing, even

when, of the matters in question, some have never

been proved and others are manifestly proved

erroneous.

But the miseducation and perversion of con-

science by the clergy are also flagrant in regard

to what should be believed. Their church mem-

bers must not only assent to the dogmas of the

creed on joining the church, but must continue to

accept them as true, irrespective of any new light

which personal scrutiny or advancing intelligence

in the community may throw upon them.

Take the dogma of Biblical inspiration, which

is an element of the creeds of all the orthodox

churches. Although neither Old Testament nor

New Testament claims for itself either inspiration

or infallibility; although the two religions, the

record of which is contained in these two books,

are so diverse that Jews must be converted to be-

come Christians, and when so converted are stig-

matized as apostates by their circumcised rela-

tives; although the books which have been bound

together under the name of "The Bible" have

been confessedly written by many different per-

sons in different centuries and in different lan-

guages, and although they prove their human

origin by direct oppositions of statement both in

regard to fact and doctrine,-in spite of these

facts, the clergy insist that their church members

must believe this heterogeneous collection,unitary

in scope and purpose, inspired of God, and infal-

libly correct in every part. Moreover, they ab-

surdly claim that whatever is declared by any one

of these parts is declared by the Bible,-a doctrine

as irrational as to say that the Public Library

teaches whatever any writer in any one of its

books teaches. Nevertheless, Biblical inspiration

being affirmed by the creed, the minister who has

accepted that creed holds himself bound to main-

tain it and insist upon it. He does this in the pul-

pit, in the prayer-meeting, in the "revival," in the

ministerial conference, in his paper when he is an

editor, and in the publications of the American

Tract Society, which hepraises and helps to circu-

late. And, since his engagement with the Church

is to continue to do this as long as he holds his

ministry, his experience will probably be either a

sealing of his mind against newly discovered

truth which contradicts the creed or a deliberate

suppression of such truth in his communications

with his people and the public.
When we see the virulence with which an ex-

pression of dissent from old sectarian doctrine is

pursued by the former "brethren" of the dissenter,

and when we realize that this loss of friends is

likely also to involve loss of occupation and pecu-

niary support, it will not seem strange that some

doubters lack courage to express their doubts, and

that many such maintain the disingenuous silence

which enables them to keep their pulpits for

every one who takes the risk of honestly declaring

his new conviction. Most of the dissenters from

old sectarian dogma content themselves with keep-

ing silence in regard to the matter; but many

are found (among ministers holding editorial posi-

tions) who sedulously misrepresent the new doc-

trine and those who hold it, and bolster up the

old with false assumption and sophistry. What is

certain is that candor is not to be expected from

aclergyman in regard to matters wherein church

creed and church custom have dictated what he

shall say:

We conclude, then, that church membership,

though yielding some beneficial results, exercises

some decidedly injurious ones, among which is to

be reckoned a tendency to miseducate the mind

concerning truth and the conscience concerning

right, in those numerous cases in which church

rule and church custom are adverse to truth and

right.

C. K. WHIPPLE.

HUMILITY AS A FACTOR IN THOUGHт.

In the act of thinking, the value of courage, of

decision, of clearness, of depth, of logical coher-

ence, is very obvious. These go far to constitute

ability of mind. Also, accuracy, scope, analytical

faculty, synthetical power, generalizing sagacity,

ingenuity, and quickness in inventing hypotheses,

vivid imagination,delicate and close observation,-

these qualities are obvious to every one as present,

operative, and influential in all high and strong

thinking. But, perhaps, humility as a factor in

thought is too much overlooked: whereas, in truth,

it seems to be one of the most important of all

elements in sound and effective thinking. Humil-

ity should not be taken to signify a mean or even

necessarily a low estimate of ourselves. Charles

Dickens held it one of the causes of his success

that never did he either underrate or affect to

underrate the value or excellence of his work.

When Beethoven was reminded by a friend of

having varied in one of his works from certain

rules laid down by the harmonists, and was told
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diameter of being." ... It is impossible to exag-

gerate the virus in thinking, the vitiation of mind,

the incompetence, the incorrectness, the contrac-

tion of horizon which the education may produce

wherein the mind has been trained from early

youth not to investigate what the truth is, but to

find means for maintaining a given doctrine to be

truth. I describe here, in fact, two directly oppo-

site systems of education, each one of which is

actual and has examples among our schools. The

school which says to its pupils, "Divest yourselves

of all absolute assumption and investigate," will

turn out a thinker as to mind and a courageous

man as to moral fibre. The school which begins

with declaring a thesis that may not be ques-

tioned, and trains its pupils to find means of fenc-

ing in that thesis from attack, will produce men

who are instances of erudition and of ingenuity,

but seldom of wide mind, of whole thinking, of

powerful grasp, or of the finest moral balance.

that, according to scientific method, the passage he

hadwrittenwas not allowable, the great composer

answered, both thoughtfully and loftily, "I allow

it." This kind ofhigh belief in one's self, of asser-

tion of individuality, of consciousness of power,

of decision of character, is necessary to all the

highest flights of human work, whether in art or

inthought. Indeed, what distinction can there be

in such a connection between art and thought ?

Sidney Lanier declared that the greatest poetic

work must be founded deep in reflection. The

fine arts, whether poetical, plastic, pictorial, or

musical, are simply so many different expressions

of thought ; and, if the art work is great, it is

great simply by being adequate expression of great

thought. Timidity will never venture enough to

accomplish any grand work; and that delusive

semblance of humility which weakens individu-

ality, which makes us shrink into ourselves and

tremble before a difference from the common level

either of action or of thought, affects badly both

thinking and the expression of thinking. Real

humility is simply a form of truth. It is an at-

tempt at a true estimate of ourselves; for if we

wish above all things to arrive at a true knowl-

edge of ourselves, and to set ourselves in the rank

where we ought to be, this is the same thing as to

set the truth above ourselves and to keep the eye

upon reality. Such a wish, moreover, and such

an effort will be impossible without acareful com-

parison of ourselves with an ideal. This ideal

may be a dream of our own mind or a generaliza-

tion from characters that we meet or hear of ; or,

indeed, some person may stir us to that depth that

hebecomes for us an ideal. But, however created

in us, the comparison therewith which true humil-

ity will make will give us lowly thoughts of our-

selves and lofty thoughts of the possible glories

of mind and of character.

Now, this humility is a powerful factor in correct

and wide thinking. It exists therein in the form

of a pervading and protecting consciousness of

our liability to error. It needs but little sight to

see that he who is afraid of erring will be the less

liable to err unawares, and that he who considers

beforehand where the dangers lie will avoid them

better.

The opposite of this humility is a kind of pride

which is, perhaps, as destructive to high thinking

as any other mental fault ; namely, the claim of

infallibility. Sometimes, this is made directly and

boldly, as a Romanist claims infallibility for his

Church, and as the Protestant for the Scriptures,

or for his own interpretation of the Scriptures and

the creed evolved therefrom. But, when not thus

boldlymade, the claim of infallibility may be an

insidious virus in a man's own mind, vitiating all

his thinking. Boldness without preceding patience

and care, self-confidence without self-examination,

assurance without a spirit of deference, decision

without veneration, are all forms of the spirit and

claim of infallibility, and destructive of that cau-

tious, long, painstaking, conscientious, and rever-

ent process of mind which true thinking is.

The chief influence and value of humility in

thought may be gathered under three heads :-

1. Humility preserves a learning, inquiring,

teachable spirit. This does not mean merely a

spirit that waits to be instructed or that is timid,

fearful of itself, uncertain in its aim. It means a

quality of mind which asks simply one question,-

namely, What is truth ?-and uses the processes of

thought only to answer that question. The infal-

lible, self-coufi lent spirit is the direct opposite of

this. It assumes something to be true, and then

uses the processes of thought to find ways of main-

taining the assumption. These two states of mind

differ, as Hamilton might express it, "by the whole

2. Humility creates also patience and caution,-

willingness to wait, to go slowly, to think for a

long time, to gather a great array of facts whereby

to test a theory before the theory is boldly uttered.

Humilitywill make us sensible of our natural bias,

always earnest to discover any cause of bias in

ourselves, to eliminate it as far as maybe, and to

estimate its possible unconscious effect. Regard-

ing all kinds and every source of error, humility

will make us alive and cautious.

3. Ahumble disposition also that is to say, one

that loves the truth first and ourselves second-will

make us always willing to retract ; and not only

willing when we have found ourselves wrong, but

the better able to discover our error. Many are

the thinkers whose inordinate pride of thought

makes them hold out long after they suspect in-

deed that their position is overturned ; and still

more numerous those who are so vain, so confi-

dent, so eager, so self-satisfied that, when once

theyhave uttered themselves, they seem unable to

become conscious of any error, however plainly it

may be shown.

Let any one, therefore, who will think clearly,

widely, and productively, who wishes, that is to

say, to increase the sum of human well-being by

the action of his mind, balance his courage, his

decision, and his assertion with the humility which

will make every step a careful one, and will arrest

him, whatever his rate of progress, to listen care-

fully to any one, and thankfully too, who wishes to

tell him of an error in his course.

J. V. BLAKE.

LINGERING INTOLERANCE.

This is a day of boasted freedom. In this coun-

try especially, it is claimed that intelligence is

allowed a very free course, and never feels restric-

tion or repression except where it is perverse or

cranky, as in the case of a few extreme radicals or

atheists. Surely, this is enough. Why should the

vox populi be needlessly interrupted by their small

discord ? And what need of much ado and the

formation of Free Religious Associations for the

enlargement of the sphere and power of such a

class ? So plead the "wise men" of our times, the

menwho are in the majority and in the seats of

privilege.

That has always been the plea of intolerance in

power, wherever it has felt obliged to rise and

explain. Why should the cranky Baptist or the

crazy Quaker obtrude into the sacred enclosures of

New England, where godly peoples had set up

good strong palings to keep out the sin and folly

of the common world ? And why should the

fanatical Methodists, with their Arminian the

ology, come at a later date to demand equal eccle-

siastical privileges with "the orthodox," who had

made the State laws only for their own commun-

ion, and fundamentally outlawed all other com-

munions ? It is not very strange if the children

of those Pharisees, inheriting some of the exclusive

privileges of their fathers, should inherit some-

thing of their exclusive spirit, and oppose with all

the remnants of their unjust power the freedom of

those who wish to be independent even in matters

where all the old religions have agreed. There-

fore, make all men support the Church by indirect

taxation, deny to atheists the right of legal testi-

mony in courts of law, and compel studious men

at college to waste time daily in mock prayers,

anddeny to women, as well as idiots, paupers, and

criminals, the elective franchise.

...

Most of those who take this course profess to be

Christians. Let them read, then, Christ's memo-

rable and lofty words: "It hath been said by them

of olden time, but I say unto you"-do just

the reverse. He teaches that the olden time often

shows what to shun rather than what to follow.

He there utters a principle which is to be good to

the world's end and to all eternity. The horizon

must ever advance with the traveller, and widen

with his elevation.

It is indeed hard to change laws which have

been once established, and have wrought them-

selves into the frame of society. But that does

not affect the principle of obligation. He who

favors the continuance of laws which are irrational

and unjust is himself irrational and unjust, what-

ever be his professions or pleas; and,when it is in

his power in these days to change and will not, he

hardly deserves to rank with his less favored, but

equally wise fathers. Here, we describe the recent

action of "the ancient and honorable" men of Har-

vard College, who have resolved afresh to force at-

tendance on daily public prayers. Read the fifty-

eighth chapter of Isaiah, and then say whether

God wants hollow forms in the name of worship.

Surely, if he does not want it, who should force it

on him under the pretext of homage? Such en-

forcement will react in favor of unbelief and posi-

tive irreligion, so that there can be no plea on the

score of benefit to the coerced. And from every

cause, religiously, morally, personally, there will

be an ultimate reaction against an institution

which cannot rid itself of the taint ofbigotry.

WILLIAM I. GILL.

WORKINGMEN AND CHURCH-GOING .

That the number of workingmen in this coun-

try who do not attend and who feel no interest in

the Protestant churches is large, and rapidly in-

creasing, is a fact beyond dispute. It is not un-

common to see in the religious papers sermons

and articles which imply that nearly all the

troubles among workingmen, including the pres-

ent strained relations between capital and labor,

are due to "infidelity," and that the panacea for all

these ills is church-going. It is assumed that the

restraints and consolations of Christianity and

regular church attendance must be relied upon to

solve the labor problem, or at least to make men

contented with their condition. The Nation per-

tinently observes that the "restraints" of religion,

bywhich is meant the motives drawn from belief

in punishment and rewards after death, are not

those on which the modern pulpit places great

stress . "The exhortation no longer is, Restrain

passion and limit indulgence and shun lawlessness

or you will be everlastingly damned in the world

to come; but rather, Do these things, or you will

waste and wreck this life. Conduct is put in the

light of a present social duty. It is the day of the

gospel of the 'secular life.' All this seems to us a

great gain. It tends to make church-teaching a
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much more practical and vital thing. Yet it

tends just as surely to make the gain which it

is supposed would result if workingmen were reg-

ular church-goers extremely problematical. There

might be a'restraint' in their being told, if they

believed it, that, unless they were patient and sub-

missive here, they would never attain eternal hap-

piness; but, when preaching is so largely made a

matter of the present life, there does not seem to

be a strong likelihood that it would make them

more contented with their lot, while they felt it to

be oneof hardship or injustice."

The Nation notes the fact also that contentment

with a condition of poverty is not the general

characteristic of Christians, for the very good rea-

son, it might have added, that they do not believe

in the New Testament doctrine as to the blessed-

ness of poverty. "The great mass of American

Protestants are found in the middle and wealthy

classes. Workingmen do not see in them aplacid

satisfaction with straitened circumstances, but,

rather, fully as much desire and striving for the

good things of life as the man of the world ex-

hibits. It is singularly opposed to the tendencies

of human nature to suppose that a workingman

who has to fight for a bare existence would be

made meekly content, if he were only in the habit

of sitting in the gallery of a church once or twice

a week, and looking down upon a collection of

the prosperous and wealthy." Intelligent work-

ingmen are not likely to regard as their friends

and helpers any class of men who assume that

they ought to be contented with their lot so long

as it admits of improvement, and the clergy are

not likely to attract them to the churches by talk-

ing about the "restraints" and "consolations" of

religion. An intelligent interest in the practical

solution of problems now claiming their atten-

tion, and a sympathetic co-operation with them

to elevate their condition, are likely to be more

effective with workingmen than efforts merely to

make them swell the numbers of the churches, in

which membership is no proof of either intellect-

ual or moral superiority over men and women who

do not belong to the churches.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

B. F. U.

SAYS Monroe's Iron-Clad Age: "When religion

ceases to be an emotion, and becomes good be-

havior and gentle, kind words and works, the

world will begin to receive some benefit from it."

WE congratulate Mr. Mendum, the proprietor,

and Mr. Seaver, the editor, of the Boston Investiga-

tor, on the commencement with its issue next

week of the fifty-fifth volume of that journal, and

of the forty-eighth year of its present management.

LAST Sunday, Prof. Dolbeare, before the Parker

Memorial Science Class, gave a most lucid exposi-

tion of what is known to scientific men respecting

"Some Forms of Energy." The lecture was one

of the best of the season. Next Sunday, Mr. Peter

Annet will address the class on "The Missing

Link."

THE Secularization Committee of the Free

Religious Association have concluded to ask the

next General Court of Massachusetts to make a

law providing that nothing in the Sunday statutes

shall be brought up to defeat any actions either

for damages, for fraud committed on that day, or

for the value of goods sold and delivered on

Sunday and retained by the buyer.

AS WITH certain other woman's rights once de-

bated hotly,-rights of property, of occupation, of

education, and the like,-the decisive act of citi-

sex.

zenship will by and by be seen to belong to that

neutral ground which lies between the realms of

Womanhood and motherhood will yet be

arguments for voting, as manhood and fatherhood

are to-day; and the scorn will be for those whose

"refinement" shirks the duty, and for the mannish-

ness which would bar out a woman as a "woman"

from the right. But, before much can be said

successfully about the "right," a great deal more

must be said about the "duty."-W. C. Gannett, in

Unity.

MR. S. B. WESTON, the co-worker with Prof.

Adler, has commenced a course of lectures at the

hall, north-east corner Eighteenth and Chestnut

Streets, Philadelphia. The lecture last Sunday

was on "The Need of an Ethical Religion." The

other subjects will be as follows: "Why Liberal

Christianity does not Satisfy us ?" April 12 ; "The

Success and Failure of Liberalism," April 19;

"The Meaning of a Society for Ethical Culture,"

April26. Mr. W. M. Salter will speak May 3, on

the subject, "Is there a Higher Law?" Prof.

Adler will give the closing lecture of the course,

the date and subject to be announced hereafter.

The lectures commence at 11 A.M. They are free,

and all are invited to attend.

JUDGE T. C. RUSSELL, in a discussion before the

Chicago Philosophical Society, at the close of a

lecture by Mr. Cahill in defence of the Roman

Catholic Church, said, as reported by the Religio-

Philosophical Journal :-

According to my observation and my knowledge of

history, no church or religious organization has been

otherwise than antagonistic to new ideas in just pre-

cisely the same way and in just the same measure,

according to their power, as this Church has been. I

can tell you of a case in this city where within a year,

in a leading church by a leading theologian, there

has been as utterly ridiculous and hostile criticism

of the doctrine of evolution as there is to be found

within the limits of the Roman Catholic Church,-

criticism which showed that the man who made it

had never read and could never have read The Origin

of Species, or any other book which was a faithful
exposition of that doctrine. It is in the nature of re-

ligious institutions to be conservative. It is a car-

dinal principle that they are repositories of truths

not taught by human reason, but delivered to them .

Theydo not go through the world seeking new knowl-

edge. They teach the knowledge that is reposed in

them.

ASUBSCRIBER sends us the following, which he

says is going the rounds of the press, and asks us

to copy it and comment on it : "Some inquisitive

gentleman from Athens asks the Atlanta Constitu-

tion if Ingersoll's wife is an infidel. The Constitu-

tion's answer is : 'As Mrs. Ingersoll is not a public

character, we do not like to answer such a ques-

tion. Newspaper paragraphs occasionally state

that Ingersoll's views are shared by his family.

We do not believe it. It takes the strongest kind

of testimony to convince us that a man is an infi-

del; and, in the case of a woman, it would take the

most overwhelming proof. It is not a woman's

nature and constitution to be an infidel. Men

may drift away for a time from the true faith ; but

women, with their clearer intuitions, will hold fast

to the only hope that makes life worth living.

No : we do not believe that Ingersoll's wife is an

infidel ; and, if we knew her to be one, the fact

would never be published to the world through

our agency. ” In the dedication of one of his

books to his wife, Col. Ingersoll refers to her as

"a woman without superstition." Mrs. Ingersoll,

whomwe know to be a most estimable as well as

an intelligent and thoughtful woman, has "the

true faith"-faith in truth, justice, and humanity

-in as large a degree, perhaps, as it is possessed

by the Christian ladies of Atlanta, and of no

"hope that makes life worth living" is she desti-

tute; but, since she is not a believer in Buddhism,

Judaism, Christianity, Mohammedanism, Mormon-

ism, or any other alleged supernaturalistic system

of religion, she is what the Atlanta Constitution

means by the term "infidel," a term applicable

in the same sense to Harriet Martineau and

George Eliot as well as to Humboldt and Darwin,

a term which for centuries has been used as a

weapon against the most advanced and the bravest

and best minds, but which to-day instead of

carrying odium with it (except among religious

zealots) conveys rather the idea of independence

of thought, fidelity to conviction, and sterling

worth in the persons to whom it is applied. Our

Southern contemporary does not seem to know

this. Further comment seems to be unnecessary.

MORE than a year ago, Rev. Edward C. Towne

gave to the public a statement reflecting severely

on the character of George Henry Lewes. He

claimed that he had unquestionable evidence that

Lewes was an immoral man; that he had cheated

George Eliot into a union with him bydeception

and falsehood, and had, by his conduct, made her

life miserable. Our admiration of Lewes as a

thinker, and the high opinion of his moral as well

as his intellectual worth which his writings had

forced upon us, made us utterly incredulous as to

Mr. Towne's statements. In The Index, we said:

"No proof whatever is given to substantiate these

statements, which are opposed to the testimony of

those who were intimately acquainted with Mr.

Lewes and George Eliot; and they seem to be the

repetition by Mr. Towne of some mischievous or

idle gossip he heard in England. Such statements

wholly unsupported, in regard to a great thinker

and scholar, made years after he is dead, will not

be readily believed by fair-minded men and

women, and are likely to do more injury to those

who make them than to the persons concerning

whom they are made." The Presbyterian, among

other journals, having reprinted Mr. Towne's

statements and made them the basis of criticisms

on "infidelity," we remarked, "Since Mr. Lewes was

a free thinker, it was not to be expected that the

Presbyterian, before copying this stuff, would con-

sider whether, by repeating it, it would not be cir-

culating falsehood and slander in regard to the

dead." Subsequently, Rev. E. C. Towne, in an

address before the Liberal Union Club of this city,

repeated his calumnies, which were reported in the

daily papers, copied far and wide, and read with

avidity by thousands too willing to believe evil of

a distinguished free thinker. The recently pub-

lished work, George Eliot's Life related in her Let-

ters and Journals, edited by Mr. Cross, not only

shows conclusively the utter falsity of Mr. Towne's

statements regarding George Henry Lewes and

George Eliot, but proves beyond doubt that Mr.

Lewes was a most faithful and affectionate hus-

band, and that, through the twenty-five years of

his union with George Eliot, his noble qualities of

head and heart commanded the purest and pro-

foundest love of his gifted companion. The only

thing for Mr. Towne now to do is to retract his

statements, and apologize to the public for his as-

sault upon the noble dead.

POOR indeed thou must be, if around thee

Thou no ray of light and joy canst throw;

If no silken cord of love hath bound thee

To some little world, through weal or woe;

If no dear eyes thy tender love can brighten,

No fond voices answer to thine own;

If no brother's sorrow thou canst lighten

By daily sympathy and gentle tone.

Daily struggling, though enclosed and lonely,

Every day a rich reward will give :

Thou wilt find by hearty striving only,

Andtruly loving, thou canst truly live !

-Unknown .
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THE INDEX is published every Thursday, at No. 44 Boyl-

ston Street, Boston, by an incorporated Boardof Trustees

nominated by the Free Religious Association. Terms:

Three dollars peryear, in advance.

THE objects of THE INDEX may be defined by the objects

of the Free Religious Association ; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-

lowship in the spirit, and to encourage the scientific study

of man's religious nature and history" ; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks

these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.

It would subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations the Christian no less

than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipate Re-

ligion from bondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-

tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

may be put more effectually to the service of a higher

Morality and an improved Social Welfare.

WILLIAM J. POTTER,

BENJAMIN F. UNDERWOOD,

groups, but all are united in their dislike of the

Republic. Let us take up the first division, the

Monarchists.

The death of the uncompromising Count de

Chambord a year ago last summer was considered

bymany to be a calamityto the Republic; for his

old-fashioned hobbies of divine right, the white

flag, and the temporal authority of Rome, which

modern France, born of 1789, would never accept,

hadnowgivenwaytothe nineteenth century opin-
ions of the Count de Paris, who does not scorn

parliamentary government, the tricolor, universal

suffrage, and Montalembert's "free Church in a

free State." But scarcely had the exile of Frohs-

dorf been laid at rest by the side of his uncle at

Grätz, when it became evident, on the one hand,

that the want of union among the Monarchists

and, on the other, that the new pretender's tem-

peramental phlegm, or his conscientious regard for

::::}Editors. legality, or his fear of banishment, probably all

three,-balanced, if not outbalanced, the advan-

tages which the Monarchical party had gained by

the Count de Chambord's death.

NOWRITERS in THE INDEX, editorial or other, are to be

regarded as speaking in behalf of the Free Religious Asso-

ciation as awhole; nor is any writer to be held responsible

for any opinions expressed inits columns except his own.

For all unsigned editorial matter, B. F. UNDERWOOD, the

office editor, is responsible.

ALL communications intended for the paper and all

business letters should be addressed to B. F. UNDERWOOD,

theBusiness Manager,44 Boyiston Street, Boston, to whose

order all checks and drafts for THE INDEX should be

made payable. Letters for Mr. POTTER shouldbe ad-

dressed to him, at New Bedford, Mass.

PAPERS are forwarded until an explicit order is

received by the publishers to discontinue, and until pay-

mentofall arrearages is made. The change ofdate on the

address label is a receipt for renewal, and no other receipt

willbe sent unless specially requested.

For The Index.

The Foes of the French Republic.

BY THEODORE STANTON.

The Third Republic celebrated in September its

fifteenth anniversary,-a long existence for a gov-

ernment in this country, where, during the past

century, none has lasted more than eighteen years,

while the average duration has been scarcely

twelve. A sort of general law, says the Paris

Temps, derived from these calculations, shows that

the fifteenth is a critical year for a French govern-

ment, and that its fate is decided during this

period. "This is doubtless due to the fact," the

writer goes on to say, "that, at the end of this

term, a new generation comes upon the scene, with

other recollections of the past and other objects of

enthusiasm or hatred, with experiences and wants

quite different from those of its predecessors. Up

to the present day, it has ways been this fresh

wave of popular life that has swept away, almost

at the same time, the monarchical and hereditary

régimes that have tried to take root in France."

Therefore, it may be interesting at this moment

to examine the existing political situation in

France, in order to determine whether the Third

Republic will probably pass safely through this

critical climacteric of the transition from adoles

cence to manhood.

Let us, then, consider the outspoken and im-

placable foes of the Republic. I find them broken

up into three factions, each of which is divided

into two groups, as follows :-

I. The Monarchists, subdivided into (1) the

Orleanists, (2) the Pure Legitimists.

II. The Bonapartists, subdivided into (1) the

Jeromists, (2) the Victorians.

III. The Catholics, subdivided into (1) the Ul-

tramontanes, (2) the Liberals.

The hostility of the factions to each other is

surpassed only by that of each of their own

It was scarcely to be expected that the friends

of Henry V., separated from the Orleans princes

by the past, by tradition, by tendencies, and by a

long estrangement, would, without a murmur,

accept the new chief. Signs of recalcitration soon

showed themselves. In the autumn of 1883, the

confidant and secretary of the Count de Cham-

bord, Count Maurice d'Andigné, announced in

the public prints that he would not make obei-

sance to the Count de Paris; and, last summer, a

number of Pure Legitimists, as they may be

called, with M. d'Andigné at their head, broke

openly with the Neo-Royalists, the Orleanists,-

and declared that the House of Anjou, and not

the House of Orleans, had inherited the rights and

honors of the House of Bourbon. M. d'Andigné

holds that neither the expressed wishes of the

Countde Chambord nor the laws of legitimacy

designate the Count de Paris as heir to the throne

of the Capets. He asserts that the Orleans princes

were not called to Frohsdorf in July, 1883, but

that they went of their own accord, and that the

famous last interview between the two cousins

was, on the part of Henry V., the forgiving act of

a Christian, not that of a king embracing his

successor. In regard to the rights of heirship,

M. d'Andigné said, at a public meeting held in

Paris last July : "If it were not for the treaty of

Utrecht, the incontestable heir of the Count de

Chambord would be the head of the House of

Anjou. Now, are the renunciations annexed to

the treaty of Utrecht valid ? No.”

results of the Revolution. The opposition of the

Pure Legitimists means, therefore, that the Neo-

Royalists are practical politicians.

The main strength of the Count de Paris lies

exactly here : he stands ready to be the king of

modern France. Another source of his power and,

at the same time, of his weakness is the well-

known fact that he will not employ force in order

to obtain the crown. When the country calls him ,

he will come forward. Like the Count de Cham-

bord, he will not snatch the sceptre from the hands

of a reluctant people; but, unlike his old-school

cousin, he will respond to the vox populi, and not

wait in vain for the vox dei.

A few days after the Count de Chambord's

death, the following significant lines appeared in

the Soleil, the organ of the Orleans princes, over

the signature of the distinguished journalist and

Liberal Monarchist, M. Hervé : "The Count de

Paris is the representative of hereditary right.

Buthe must also be the representative of popular

right. He will then be doubly legitimate. In a

country like England, where monarchy exists, the

tacit consent of the nation is sufficient. But, in

& country where monarchy has been overthrown,

there must be, in order to restore it, a manifesta-

tion of the national will. So long as no such

manifestation occurs, there will be an heir to the

throne, but no king."

It is now more than a year and a half since

these lines were written, and the Countde Paris

has neither said nor done anything that contra-

dicts them. But this patient and law-abiding

policy of waiting upon events does not meet with

the approval of all Monarchists ; and, on this ac-

count, it is a source of weakness. M. André

Barbès, one of the fuglemen of the party, called

upon the Count de Paris the other day "to act or

abdicate. " Politicians ply the count with ques-

tions as to who his advisers will be when he is

king, for they have seen an ominous statement

that Conservative Republicans are to be called to

the ministry. Ultramontane ecclesiastics, in their

turn, press the royal candidate to state what his

relations with Rome will be for they fear lest

he look with a too favorable eye on M. de Falloux

and the Liberal Catholics. But the Count pre-

serves politic silence; and, notwithstanding the

defection of M. d'Andigué and his out-and-out fol-

lowers, notwithstanding the murmurs of the

bolder element of the party, and notwithstanding

the pretender's strict abstention from interference

with the natural working of the present régime,

he is unquestionably the most formidable danger

that menaces the Republic.

Although the Bonapartists have, during the

last ten years, been steadily losing ground, until

they have reached to-day a most miserable state

of disintegration, yet they are vainly striving to

make up by noise and audacity what they lack in

numbers and popularity. The chief cause of their

The importance which attaches to the conduct

of M. d'Andigné and his handful of followers does

not lie in what did or did not occur at the death-

bed scene in the Château of Frohsdorf, nor in the

interpretation to be placed on certain clauses of a

compactmade over a hundred and fifty years ago :

it is worthy of attention on account of the side- decline and impotence is the want of a worthy and

light which it throws on the political, religious,

and social opinions held by the Count de Paris .

These "bolters" object, at bottom, to the grandson

of Louis Philippe, not because he may have been

distasteful to the Count de Chambord, nor because

the House of Anjou may have better claims than

the House of Orleans to the throne of France, but

simply because the Count de Paris accepts the

*Since these lines were written, the Count hasdied.

+Don Carlos, of Spain, whose wife is the sister of the

late Count de Chambord. His son, the Infante Jaime, a

boy of fourteen, is often spoken of by the Pure Legitimists
as a pretender in prospectu. The republican newspapers

have nicknamed these princes the Blancs d'Espagne as a

pendant, perhaps, to the sobriquet bestowed on the Or-

leans princes of the Blancs d'Eu (referring to the Château

d'Eu where the Count de Paris resides). Whiting is the

English equivalent of blanc d'Espagne, and blanc d'œufs

(Eu)meansthe white of eggs; hence the wit.

able leader, or rather it is the presence of two

unworthy, weak, and, what is still worse, mutu-

ally hostile leaders,-Prince Napoleon and his

eldest son, Prince Victor.

Prince Napoleon, on the whole, has the better

claim on the support of the Imperialists; but his

public career has been so full of absurdities and

contradictions that he inspires neither confidence

nor enthusiasm. Many Frenchmen who still

cherish the moribund Napoleonic Legend cannot

forget that, under the July Monarchy, this degen-

erate prince was compelled to leave France on

account of his intrigues with the democrats ; that

during the Revolution of 1848 he declared it "the

duty of every good citizen to unite with the Repub-

1
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licans" ; that in the Legislative Assembly he was

one of the leaders of the Mountain; that in 1875

his organ pronounced "the republican form the

most compatible with the principle of universal

suffrage" ; that in 1876, when a candidate in Ajac-

cio for the Chamber, he published over his own

name these words : "The form of government is

not in question : it exists ; I accept it freely"; and

that, when elected, he sat among, and he voted

with, the famous 363 who, under the leadership of

Thiers in 1877, defeated the monarchical machina-

tions of the Broglis-Fourtou cabinet, and defi-

nitively founded the Republic.

Nor is the prince more palatable to ecclesiastics

than to politicians. Rome long ago placed him

under its ban. The faithful still remember his

set speech delivered in the Chamber of Deputies

in 1876; for it was a violent attack, from begin-

ning to end, on the clerical party, and contained

such unpardonable expressions as this, "Semez du

Jésuit, vous récolterez du révolté." Nor can good

Catholics forget how, in 1880, he applauded M.

Jules Ferry's decrees against the unauthorized

religious orders, so that when the renegade prince

came forward, three years later, as the champion

of the Church, in the silly placard which occa-

sioned his arrest and imprisonment, they felt that

he was adding insult to injury. A free thinker

under the Empire and an outspoken foe of Cleri-

calism under the Republic cannot hope for much

support among the Catholics of France.

Military men recollect that, as a soldier of the

Second Empire, Prince Napoleon was always in

command of the reserves which never got into

action; that, according to popular belief, he de-

serted his post in the Crimean war; and that he

shunned the Duke d'Aumale's challenge called

forth by an attack in the Senate on the Orleans

princes. Among the officers of the French army,

Prince Napoleon is still simply Plon Plon. *

Aprince who entertains such views of politics,

religion, and glory, cannot hope for royal honors

in a country like France. But as if his republi-

canism, his free thinking, and his cowardice were

not enough to destroy him and his party, his ene-

mies determined to set his children against their

father, quite forgetting the Scriptural adage that

a house divided against itself cannot stand. M.

Paul de Cassagnac, who leads this onslaught on

the domestic felicity of the unfortunate prince,

employs language which is more suited to Billings-

gate than to the columns of a Parisian daily. "He

treats me like a scoundrel and assassin," Prince

Napoleon might say to his friends, in the words of

Paul Louis Courrier; "but don't be moved by it :

in his mouth, these expressions simply mean

that we are not of the same opinion."

Theprince's eldest son, Victor, a boy fresh from

college, has been prevailed upon, after a disgrace-

ful series of deceptions, to denounce the policy of

his father, to quit the paternal roof, and to set up

a'small establishment of his own with funds fur-

nished him in a secret and questionable manner.

Prince Victor has not only lied to his father and

equivocated to the public, he has not only turned

his back on his home and accepted money from

persons in no way related to his family, but he

has openly proclaimed himself a candidate for the

imperial purple, in direct opposition to his father's

claims. In a word, both as a private individual

and as a public character, he is the declared enemy

*The fifth volume of the suppressed Mémoires du Comte

Horace de Viel- Castel contains many slurs on the prowess

of Prince Napoleon during the wars of the Second Empire.

On the eveof the Italian campaign occurs this entry in the

count's journal : " Friday, May 6, 1859. A play on words

apropos of Jerome Napoleon is now going the rounds.

On dit that the object ofthe war is defined by the council

of generals,-Raudon, rlon Plon, Vaillant" (Rendons

Plon Plon vaillant) Randon and Vaillant were French

marshals at the time of the breaking out of the war of

1-59.

of Prince Napoleon. And Bonapartism, already

condemned on account of the infirmities of the

father, is now irretrievably lost and dragged in the

mireby the reprehensible conduct of the son.

A curious parallel may be drawn between the

Monarchists and the Bonapartists of the Third

Republic. It is evident that Jeromism is the Or-

leanism of the Empire, just as Pure Legitimacy is

the Victorism of royalty. The Pure Legitimists

have not yet succeeded in obtaining a leader,

which was the case with the anti-Jeromists until

a short time ago. But, as a prominent Republican
organ cruelly remarked the other day, money will

be able to secure the one just as it secured the

other. Prince Napoleon and the Count de Paris

stand for Parliamentary Government and Liberal

Catholicism, while Prince Victor and the Pure

Legitimists represent clericalism and the principle

L'état, c'est moi. The country, if it should decide

to abandon its present form of government and

should be left to choose freely a new régime, would

turn unquestionably to Orleanism, or to that kind

of imperialism personified by Prince Napoleon.
But, as the prince is utterly unacceptable for rea-

sons peculiar to himself and foreign to his creed,

and as Bonapartism, in whatever shape, is still, and

with good cause, distasteful to a vast majority of

Frenchmen, it is undoubtedly the Countde Paris

who would reap the benefit of a change.

And lastly, among the declared foes of the Re-

public, we have the Catholics, by which I mean

more particularly the whole body of ecclesiastics

from the top to the bottom of the hierarchy ; for,

with very rare exceptions, the priests are the most

uncompromising opponents of the political "pow-

ers that be." Their opposition is peculiarly per-

nicious, because of the influence they exert over

the women and children of France. The aston-

ishing revolution of public opinion in favor of the

secondary instruction of girls which has marked

the past five years of the Third Republic, and the

less admirable reform known as the secularization

of primary instruction, have their raison d'être in

the effort of Republicans to checkmate the power

exercised over their wives and children by the

Catholic priesthood. The average French demo-

crat of to-day might exclaim with Abbé Raynal in

the last century, "Je voudrais, avec le boyau du

dernier des prêtres, étrangler le dernier des rois . "

The divisions among the Catholics who, as we

have already seen, are separated into two hostile

camps, do not materially weaken the common

cause, as in the case of the Monarchists and the

Bonapartists; for the schism is not based so much

on persons and principles as on dogmas and tenets .

The Ultramontanes, who are in a large majority,

do not acquiesce in the conquests of modern

France. The Syllabus is their creed, and Pius IX.

their ideal pope ; the old régime their model form

ofgovernment, and Henry V. their model king. If

they accept, for the most part, the Count de Paris

as the successor of the Count de Chambord, it is

not without revulsion and without a strong hope

of bringing him over, and, if necessary, of forc-

ing him over to their own way of thinking when

once the crown shall have been placed upon his

head.

The so-called Liberal Catholics are stanch

Orleanists in politics. As laymen, they are little

else than free thinkers that go to mass simply for

form's sake ; and, as ecclesiastics, they cling to the

forlorn hope of conciliating Rome with the new

society born of the Revolution. They oppose the

Syllabus and Ultramontanism, because they know

that a monarchy based on such principles cannot

hope to stand, even if it could be once set up.

They hold that the Count of Paris rejects these

impossibilities ; and they believe that, if he comes

to the throne, Parliament, Monarchy, and Church

will move on together in unbrokenharmony. Per-

haps there is some ground for this optimism. But,

however this may be, the religious doctrines of

the Liberal Catholics undoubtedly find favor at the

Château d'Eu.

The French Catholics, therefore, whether Lib-

erals or Ultramontanes, whether "habiles" or "in-

curables," as the two factions have been happily

dubbed,-must be classed among the most formi-

dable and indefatigable enemies of the Republic.

They are doubly dangerous; for, while they do not

leave a stone unturned in their effort to destroy

the present government, they are united almost to

aman in supporting its strongest rival, the Count

de Paris. Nor must it be forgotten that, notwith-

standing the anti-clerical propaganda and legisla-

tion of the past decade, Rome is still very strongly

intrenched in this country. Just as in Belgium,

where the Catholic party boldly seized upon the

government a few months ago, so here the wily

priests and their long-headed secular backers are

continually working for this same end. Macau-

lay's famous picture of the traveller from New

Zealand standing on a broken arch of London

Bridge and sketching the ruins of St. Paul's finds

its justification in the France of to-day as truly as

in the glorious epoch of the massacre of St. Bar-

tholomew and the revocation of the edict of

Nantes ; and the cry ofGambetta, "Le cléricalisme,

c'est l'ennemi, " is still heard ringing throughout the

length and breadth of the Third Republic.

PARIS, March, 1885.

CORRESPONDENCE.

CURIOUS CRITICISMS ON SPIRITUALISM.

Editors of The Index :-

Your number of March 12 contains an article headed

"Mistakes of Spiritualism," from a correspondent

who says he has thus been called out by "one of.

his Spiritualist friends ." Though the writer is per-

sonally unknown to me, I am also one of his Spirit-

ualist friends, in the sense that I have only the most

kindly feelings toward him, unmodified by my wide

dissent from his views . My sincere desire is to serve

him; for what higher interest can either of us have

than the truth ?

I, too, have been requested by a valued friend, firm

in the Spiritualistic faith and of a much larger expe-

rience than my own, to reply to these strictures . But

Ihave hesitated: partly because it seemed quite pos-

sible that the critic's friend had made his request in

order that he might furnish a reply, and partly-for

Imust be frank, though friendly-because the state-

ments and reasonings of the article seem to me to

be such as would disto no intelligent Spiritualist

by their force norgreat fortify any opponent of that

belief.

Perhaps it would have been better, had our critic

entitled his communication "Mistakes of Some Spir-

itualists" ; as Spiritualism, like Free Thought, Unita-

rianism, and even Orthodoxy, so called, embraces

some variety of views. Yet, with the exception of

the first count in his indictment, I know of no Spir-

itualist who ought to plead"guilty."

The first and, indeed, the grand "mistake" that is

charged is that "Spiritualists hold that mind can and

does exist independently of the body." Undoubt-

edly, every Spiritualist holds this opinion, and deems

it a fundamental one. If it can be overthrown, the

whole philosophy of Spiritualism falls to the ground.

But "if" is often a very important word. Pray, how

is this grand doctrine to be overthrown ? Surely, not

by saying with our critic, "it is a belief common to

all forms of orthodox Christianity," unless it is as-

sumed or proved that orthodox Christianity holds no

truth whatever. But this is held, not only by all

forms of Christianity, orthodox or not, but by nearly

every known form of religion, and I may add philoso-

phy, the world over and in all ages. Probably no

beliefhas been more widely or more persistentlyheld.

This does not, indeed, prove its truth; but it, at least,
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furnishes a strong presumption of it, and one too

strong to be met simply with flat denial or with such

unsustained assertions as these: that "without the

senses there would be no mind," that "it has been

clearly demonstrated that mind is a combination of

sensations primarily," and that "without these sen-

sations there could be no memory, no reflection, no

reason, no feeling,-in short, no mind." These brave

statements, our critic should be aware, are not ad-

mitted truths to great numbers of able thinkers. So

far frombeing "clearly demonstrated," the most emi-

nent names can be quoted against them. Possibly,

this would weigh little with him, and as little the

reasonings by which they are supported. For, to

many,-excellent minds, too,-metaphysical reason-

ings are often very elusive and unsatisfactory, as

under the forms of imperfect definition and logic

many a fallacy has lain hidden. So, waiving all such

argument for the present, I am glad that, as a Spir-

itualist, I canstep outside the domain of obscure met-

aphysics on this matter, and offer to the critic a proof

he can in no reasonable way escape. I offer to his

"senses"-and here not insinuating that these are all

themindhe would acknowledge himself to possess-

the absolute physical proof that "mind can and does

exist independently of the body." Of this proof, any

onemay avail himself who will take the requisite

pains. And of it tens of thousands of acute observers

have availed themselves, and to their complete con-

viction. No fact of science is more certain to the

great body of those who have carefully explored the

subject. And, before the evidence thus presented to

them, all speculative argument, on one side or the

other, seems weak indeed. With this evidence, our

critic, who is to be presumed an honest man, must be

simply unacquainted. But he should not forget that

it has revolutionized the opinions of great numbers

once ofhisway of thinking, and among them eminent

scholars and scientists .

The second charge against Spiritualists is that

"they hold that individual intuition is a reliable

safeguard in the investigation of truth."

That Spiritualists differ from other people in their

views of the authority of "intuition" I have never

seen reason to believe. Agenuine intuition, whether

individual or not, must be authoritative with every

one; for it is properly a direct knowledge or percep-

tion. But every one should be careful that what

he calls an intuition is really such. Our confident

opinions are not necessarily intuitions; and that our

critic has a vague and, indeed, an erroneous idea of

what an intuition is appears from his own illustration

ofit. He says:-

"The intuitions of the primitive and uncultivated

lead them to gratify every impulse of their animal

nature; but gradually, after generations of sad expe-

rience, these intuitions become changed, and the

developed civilized man intuitively knows that he

should control such impulses that lead to suffering

andmisery."

The instinctive appetites of the primitive and un-

cultivated and the judgments of the developed civi-

lized manderived from sad experience are neither of

them intuitions. Far enough are they from anything

of the kind.

When our author adds that "individual conviction

is not always reliable, but requires to be tested by the

consent of other competent minds," he speaks a plain

and well-known truth, hardly requiring "the scien-

tific method," as he suggests, that it may be"abun-

dantly shown." But that Spiritualists are less will-

ing than other people that their individual convic-

tions should be thus tested seems to me far from

true. On the contrary, Ispeak confidently for all of

them, when I say there is nothing we more desire

than that our individual convictions should be tested

by the consent or dissent of other competent minds

who have adequately explored the subject. We are con-

stantly inviting this. And we are as constantly sur-

prised and disappointed that we are answered only

by the mere prejudgments of theoretic reasoners or

of very inexperienced investigators. Attempts to

explode Spiritualism after the manner of our critic

are much too common to be desirable.

The third mistake charged is that Spiritualists

"hold that clairvoyance, or clear seeing, is a mental

process possessed only by so-called mediums while

under the control of spirits." In this, our friend is

utterly misinformed. Not only do Spiritualists, as a

body, hold no such view, but I know of no one of

them who holds it. Clairvoyance is recognized by

them as a fact abundantly proved; but it is as a gift

or spiritual faculty based in some peculiarity of one's

organization, not as "possessed only under the con-

trol of spirits ." Our writer must pardon the sugges-

tion that he ought to study his subject more before

hewritesupon it again. And Ibeg leave to commend

to him the fourth chapter of a very accessible book,

Sargent's Scientific Basis of Spiritualism. Indeed,

the entire book, if attentively read, and then fol-

lowed by faithful direct investigation, would save

him from such a travesty of clairvoyance as he gives

in professed explanation of it.

The next paragraph of our author's criticism is

intended, I presume, to tell us that, because "mental

action is in a great measure automatic," whatever

that may mean, our involuntary thoughts and feel-

ings are "mistaken for communications from the

spirit world." What it does tell us is-as any one can

see by referring to it-a very different thing; namely,

that"the well-known fact that mental action is in a

great measure automatic is mistaken for communica-

tions from the spirit world" ! Passing by, however,

this error of grammar as a mere oversight, and con-

ceding the involuntary character of many of our

thoughts and feelings, how does it appear that these

"are mistaken for communications from the spirit

world" ? That in some cases this mistake might be

madeby careless or incompetent investigators is pos-

sible enough. But this is not what our critic means

to say. He means that they are so, and not some-

times, but always, in every case; that is, if he means

to say anything to the purpose. To say less than this

is to say nothing.

The final item charged as among the "Mistakes of

Spiritualism" is that "general abstract truths are

mistaken for a special clairvoyant diagnosis of an

individual case." As an illustration of these "ab-

stract (?) truths," thus mistaken, the following is

given: "e.g. , a short time ago, a clairvoyant stated

that the subject examined was suffering from indiges

tion or from liver complaint, the simple fact being

that scarcely any one is free from these complaints !

Another medium stated that the subject examined

had a relative who had been hurt at some time in

his life, either in the back or the hip or the foot, the

simple fact being that scarcely any one lives who

has nothad a relative who was once hurt in the back

or hip, etc."

And these silly specimens of professed clairvoyant

revelations we are expected to take as samples of

the whole ! No : when such idiocy is imputed to

"Spiritualism" or to Spiritualists in any great num-

ber, we shall be excused for some plainness of speech;

andwe shall say that such an acute detection of the

whole imposture or such a profound solution of t

greatmystery-just as one chooses to regard it-may

be quite satisfactory to some people who suppose

they have intelligence. But whether it is the more

complimentary to the understandings of some myr-

iads of Spiritualists to be found in every civilized

nation under heaven-many of them highly trained

minds and practised investigators for years-or to

thatof the critic himself must be left with the reader

to decide.

One thing at least, I trust, has been made plain .

Our critic is not prepared to arraign Spiritualism on

its "mistakes." He needs more study than he has

given to it. Perhaps he has been unfortunate in his

attempts at investigation. Some seem to be, and

they are entitled to the benefit of this defence. But

hemay be none the less sure that "other competent

minds" have reached truths in this search which they

are at present compelled to regard as impregnable

and, moreover, of the highest value.

3 COPELAND PLACE, BOSTON.

JOSEPH D. HULL.

DYNAMITE AND ANTI-DYNAMITE.

Editors of The Index:-

Your correspondent who writes under the above

caption scarcely defines his purpose, unless he wishes

us to admit that even the dynamiter has a defence

which entitles him to a hearing in court and an open

debate, or, if not in court, at least in The Index. He

tells us more than once that we are not to deem him

adynamiter. What, then, is he tryingto persuade us ?

After a careful perusal, the article seems neither

more nor less than an effort to claim for the dyna-

miter a status among free thinkers, ignoring entirely

the difference between free thought and free action

or free treason, and implying that The Index must

yield its columns for some dynamiter to prove that

wholesale assassination of rulers and governments

maysometimes be justifiable, when one man or a few

are of opinion that they have wrongs to avenge, and

that therefore, under terror of dynamiters, it behooves

us to be carefulhow we make severe criminal laws .

How would the readers of The Index tolerate in its

columns cool ethical discussions between dynamiters

and anti-dynamiters, assassins and anti-assassins ,

burglars and anti-burglars ? The burden of this arti-

cle seems compressible into ashort paragraph: "I do

not excuse or justify the agrarian excesses the Irish

are perpetrating; but you must bear in mind the great

fact, 'the wrongs of Ireland, ' so universally known

and believed to have been perpetrated and persisted

in for ages by the monstrous, tyrannical government

of England, and that, if the Irish have committed

crime, their tyrannical masters have goaded them

into it, and the cure is conciliating laws."

The writer thrusts upon us the wrongs of Ireland

as the pope would a dogma of the faith, not to be

questioned: indeed his Holiness did precisely the

same thing in noticing the agrarian crimes after the

Phoenix Park murders by telling his good Catholics

that Ireland was suffering under unjust land laws .

Now, your correspondent could not prepare a more

desirable article for The Index than one which speсі-

fies these wrongs. He need not go back to the hep-

tarchy. Let him begin with the reign of Queen Anne,

when there were great wrongs to be dealt with by

legislation; let him specify what English legislation

has done since that time to benefit the condition of

the Irish, and, above all, what exceptional legislation

to benefit England and exclude Ireland; and then,

after proving the "wrongs of Ireland," he will leave

the question open whether any provocation could

justify or palliate the most atrocious and savage

crimes known to human experience.

There can be no denial that we are at length

brought face to face with the greatest paradox pre-

sented in jurisprudence. It is by no means a new

question: it would be difficult to say when it was not

more or less discussed; but now we must dispose of

it decidedly, or fall back into primitive barbarism,

individual brute force and brute will. Where shall

we derive the power to define and punish crime ,

without restricting free speech, free discussion, and

free press, and at the same time maintain loyaltyto

our social compact or charter of rights conceded by

barbarism to the majority,-namely, the power to make

and enforce all laws decreed necessary for securing the

greatest enjoyment and happiness to the whole, not

even excepting the right of restricting free speech

and free discussion ? But now comes the paradox .

Every citizen is assumed to be committed to implicit

obedience, and to be an assenting party to the laws

enacted by the majority. If we are to assume that

the social compact guarantees to every individual the

right of absolute free speech and free discussion ,

what shall we say to the ruffian who, under pretext

of an ethical discussion of individual right to avenge

his own wrongs by murder and assassination, holds

forth at the street corner to make converts, and

claims the right to educate his children as thieves

and cut-throats? Concede this, and we admit that a

social compact is utterly irreconcilable with the larg-

est liberty and free discussion; and, in default of a

social compact, we must revert to anarchy and brute

force. But here steps in to help us out of our di-

lemma a right reverend sage, exultingly exclaiming,

Have we not often enough predicted and warned you

of this outcome of your impious rejection of divine

revelation and divine guidance, of presumptuously

relying on your finite judgment in presence of God's

vicegerent ? There is no denying that a well-authen-

ticated deputy-god would seem a simple and wel-

come solution of all our social problems; but how

shall we recognize divinity in a ruler who lets slip

uponus a pack of his trained ferocious bloodhounds

that in one city alone and in one night tear and

murder some seventy thousand people, who only

entertained doubts of his credentials! Did this atro-

cious policy of the deputy-god make one convert to

his impudent and preposterous claims ? No ! Butit

precipitated the grand revolt: the religious world

divided into Catholic and Protestant. But did it

explode and annihilate the doctrine of coercing opin-

ion by murder and torture ? By no means: it estab-

lished only the Bible as the rule of faith, and to

doubt the Bible was still to incur the penalties of rack

and thumb-screw. The kirk session in Scotland ri-
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valled the inquisition of Spain. Calvin burnt Serve-

tus, Rome burnt Bruno and Vanini.

Canwewonder that, when this monstrous deputy-

god was beaten down on his knees, his conquerors

were in no hurry to remove his disabilities, and set

him at liberty to begin his diabolical work anew ?

Butwe may well wonder to find him within the next

century denouncing religious intolerance as the great

factor in the "wrongs of Ireland," and claiming for

his true believers equal status in the counsels of the

nation, the right to depose sovereigns and absolve

subjects from their allegiance; while, by the canons

of his Holy Church, it is now no murder to kill a

heretic, and with the Bull unum sanctum claiming

the supremacy of the spiritual sword.

Catholic Emancipation was the magnanimous re-

solve by which England hoped to conciliate her Irish

subjects. Withdeputy-god beatendown on his knees,

she hoped to disarm his brute forces by releasing

them from all disabilities, by the offer of fellowship,

brotherhood, and equal voice in the councils of the

nation, without even a stipulation for the withdrawal

and abandonment of the impudent and insulting

claims which amounted to an allegiance to the dep-

uty-god as superior to the sovereign of the nation .

This important stipulation was waived on the

assumption that public sentiment had become too

enlightened to permit these absurd pretensions to

manifest themselves in action,-that they may be

safely left to become a dead letter, never to be re-

vived; and Catholic Emancipation was regarded as

the panacea for curing all Irish discontent. But then

followed the claim for repeal of the Union, clamored

for by the"great liberator" always on the verge of

treason; and then follows the great Vatican Coun-

cil, in which the deputy-god reiterates all his impu-

dent pretensions, and declares himself infallible and

the only authority on faith and morals. Does any-

body ask when we may hope to see Ireland pacified

by concessions, without agitators, and wrongs to

revenge by agrarian crime ? The answer is, When

a Catholic archbishop is installed in the See of Can-

terbury. Are we asked to look to Ireland for ad-

vanced intelligence and public sentiment ? What is

the war-cry of its agitators ? "Down with landlord-

ism." Why not raise that cry here or in England ?

"Ireland for the Irish," and why not America for the

redskins ? "The Irish nation," in plain English,

the life of the British Empire ! When the mouthpiece

of these groaning and suffering Irish is interrogated,

What legislation do you want? these are the vague

responses : English statesmen are terrorized, agrarian

crimes multiply, and, in despair, they devise conces-

sions, the first of which is a surrender of the great

principle underlying all free government, the abso-

lute ownership of property,-a first step in despotism ;

and they judged rightly in deeming despotism con-

genial to Irishmen, who can never be governed too

much. No free government in this enlightened age

would have dared interfere with owners to dictate

the terms of a bargain or lease; yet this was done as

aconcession to Irish ideas of justice. And how was it

responded to ? The agitators wanted no concessions

thatmaybring peace. They had secured by the eman-

cipation concession a large force in Parliament, and

their first use of it was a demonstration to obstruct

all legislation and lock its wheels. After the un-

statesmanlike and fatal concession in the LandAct,

we need no further evidence of the willingness of

Englandto pacify Ireland by almost any desperate

measure; and what has this done to give a hope or

glimpse of finality in concession ? Already, we have

a new item of "the wrongs of Ireland." The odious

Crimes Act must be abolished, and the Parliament

House with its members and half of London must

be blownup by dynamite before the courts have time

to try the first criminal ! Is England so paralyzed

that she hesitates to strike the assassin whose knife

is at her throat ? For the last fifty years, all Eng-

land's legislation to affect Ireland has been charac-

terized by concession and conciliation. The disestab-

lishment of the Church, a just measure, did nothing

for the poor man and laborer; the poor laws, the

grants for education, the franchise extension, have

brought concession no nearer finality and peace .

Home rule, the Irish Republic, and the Irish king-

dom are all in fullview, and no doubt the great pop-

ular agitator as president or king,-are now, in the

programme of concession, the future of Ireland. If

ommon sense could take root in Ireland, it would

be seen at once that, if the great agitator has a pro-

gramme of legislation to quiet Ireland, he should

show it . Legislation can be done in Westminster Hall

as well as in Dublin Castle. Adoctor called in, who

refuses to show his prescription, is unhesitatinglypro-

nounced a quack. If this great"Sydrophel" had any

thing better to propose than the humbug of "Down

with the landlords !" Ireland for the Irish, and home

rule, he well knows that English statesmen would

welcome him to their councils, and that the highest

honors of a great statesman would cheerfully be ac-

corded to the pacificator of Ireland; butsuch honors

conferred on him, he knows too well, would be only

putting the lion's skin on the fox, and his tail would

betray him.

There are certain obstructions to the pacification

of Ireland; and, until theycanbe removed, such task

seems utterly hopeless .

1. It will require two generations of secular educa-

tion before the average Irishman can understand lib-

erty, and ceases to cry out for despotic rule. The

deputy-god will oppose secular instruction with all

his brute forces to the bitter end.

2. Ireland contains tens of thousands of acres pro-

ducing less than half its capability under improved

cultivation . The starving population have not caарі-

tal to make improvements, and will not suffer them

to be made by those who have, on peril of assas-

sination. There is plenty of water power and cheap

labor, that, with the help of capital, may in a few

years convert Ireland into a rich and prosperous

country; but, with its agitators and agrarianism , none

but an idiot will risk his capital or his life in the

hopeless experiment. The English government have

voted money to move the redundant population to

less crowded districts and to assist emigration. This

was denounced by the divine and infallible authori-

ties as another tyrannical scheme: it would relieve

distress, and therefore deplete the ranks of the an-

archist army. What, then, is to be done with Thugs,

dynamiters, and assassins avowedly deliberating on

the furtherance of their purposes ? The only answer

possible is , Stamp them out. We have reached a

crisis when the whole civilized world must fear-

lessly affix boundaries to the largest liberty. Special

courts should be instituted, with power summarily to

suppress treasonable conspiracies and dynamiters

and assassins, who should always have in view the

probable end,-a drum-head court-martial,-a cord

and the nearest lamp-post. We cannot afford to

have a third President assassinated, nor to have the

whole Congress and Capitol blown up. In applying

this sharp remedy, cases of injustice or error could

scarcely fail to occur; but what individual disciple of

humanitywould pause for a moment to estimate his

0 risk of such contingency, in face of the fact that

the dynamiter has become a deputy-god, who, with-

out aid of queen or duke could perpetrate his St.

Bartholomew massacre by implements carried in his

pocket. Let every town and district forthwith organ-

ize its Law and Order Society, every member being

solemnly pledged to pursue to the death the dyna-

miter or assassin, whether the proposed victim be

foreign or native. Let humanitarianism show its

force, and dynamiters will be few.

OCTOGENARIAN.

THE TOWER BUILDINGS OF BROOKLYN.

Editors of The Index:-

tiny little kitchen contains window, ash-flue extend-

ing down into the cellar, a sink, stationary wash-tub,

and a water-closet with separate outside window.

All refuse must be burned. The halls and sidewalks

are as clean as those on Beacon Street. The people

are contented. The rooms are never empty, the ten-

ants of the various buildings being elevenhundred in

number. You see clean imitation lace curtains at the

windows, and iron crestings or railings form a place

forflower-pots. Sewerage and ventilation are nearly

perfect. Flags fly from the high towers, once a week

aband ofmusic plays in the courts ,hot andcoldbaths

are provided. All rents must be paid in advance, or

the tenant receives notice to quit. Areduction of ten

cents a week is made for those paying four weeks in

advance; and those who keep all the rules, hold their

rooms one year, and pay promptly in advance during

that year, receive, at the year's end, a dividend of

from five to ten dollars, according to the value of the

rooms they occupy. In these great hives of separate

homes, fifteen nationalities were in one year repre-

sented. No chance for quarrelling when partition

walls are deadened; and you never need see your

next-door neighbor, unless you meet him on the stairs

Apamphlet, with plans, has been published, giving

detailed information about these Brooklyn buildings .

And I say this: that, if there is a Boston capitalist

who wantsto make seven per cent, on his investment

(the Brooklyn Company clear this net), let him study,

not that pamphlet merely, but the buildings them-

selves . If Boston were once fully aroused upon the

subject of improved dwellings for the poor, how long

would such rookeries as that on Lincoln Street offend

the sight?

Perhaps your attention has long ago been called to

the wonderful blocks of buildings erected on Hicks,

Warren, and Baltic Streets in Brooklyn, N.Y. , for the

benefit of the laboring classes. In recently visiting

them, I was filled with envy that Brooklyn had got

so far ahead of Boston in this matter. These great

"Tower Buildings," of Alfred T. White, look more

like enormous castles than tenement houses. The

excellence of their planning and management sur-

passes one's expectation. They are, undoubtedly,

the ideal tenement houses. Modelled upon the finest

specimens of the kind in London and other English

cities, they are lacking in nothing essential to the

comfort of family life . Any mechanic can be happy

in such homes. Winding up a perfectly fire-proof

brick staircase (the houses are of brick throughout) ,

with slate steps, you emerge at every landing on an

outside balcony, admitting plenty of light and air.

Each suite of rooms is entirely cut off from every

other, and has its own private hall running back from

the lobby. All the rooms have direct sunlight, either

from the street or the great inner court. Sitting-room

and living-room have fireplaces and mantels. The

Idid not say anything about the cottages of the

Brooklyn Company: rows of trim little houses with

flower balconies,immaculate front steps, front doors

of curled maple, delicate curtains, and a green park

extending the whole length of the "Place" (Warren

Place) , with a fountain in its midst. A comfortable,

healthful, six-room house, costing $1,000, rents for

$18 a month ! While, of the tenement rooms, prices

range from only $ 1.55 to $2.75 a week for two, three ,

and four room suites, each with scullery. And this

in the heart of Brooklyn. Prices could be put almost

as low for similar buildings inNew York.

W. S. KENNEDY.

THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR ETHICAL

CULTURE.

Editors of The Index:--

The anniversary of the Boston Society for Ethical

Culture proved an occasion of rare interest. After

simple opening exercises, Mrs. Bisbee defined the

principles of the society and its attitude before the

world, and Boston in particular.

Mr. F. M. Holland,of Concord, spoke impressively

of the work to be done outside the churches, of Bos-

ton's need in this direction, and of the advantage of

the Utilitarian School of Ethics (for which Mrs. Bis-

bee stands) over and above the Kantian basis repre-

sented elsewhere. He referred particularly to the

practical hymns sung by the children (as well as

adults) of the society, also to the method of instruc-

tion by flower-symbolizing of every-day virtues. He

liked the society's silent meditation, which is substi-

tuted for vain-glorious appeal to deity: and he con-

cluded that a work so great as that attempted by the

society must grow slowly, but he felt that it must

come, so surely as truth must prevail. The next

speaker was Mr. A. H. Grimke, who paid a touching

tribute to man, speaking of the consecration each

one owes to his true self, once found. Mr. Walter

Wright spoke feelingly of Mrs. Bisbee's endeavors to

purify the lives of individuals, and urged all to pro-

claim the society's work. Dr. John Perrins made a

fitting comparison between the eclecticism for which

he stands in medicine and that which Mrs. Bisbee

represents in ethics. Miss Cora Scott Pond spoke

warmly of her sympathy with the work. Rev. An-

nie Shaw said she was a good Methodist (a preacher

of long standing). Still, with all her disbelief in Free

Religious thought, she could not remember when she

had felt herself so happily restored as now, with Mrs.

Bisbee's people, to the "old class-meeting." Rev.

James Sallaway said he was a good Unitarian, yet

he felt there were those whom only the Roman Cath-

olic Church could serve; and, though he could not

understand the agnostic, he was sure, on the same

principle, 'that there were many in the city ofBos-

tonwhom no one butMrs.Bisbee could reach. Mr.
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Peter Annet gave an interesting talk on the old

church ways, concluding that science to-day begins

to add to its force affection, so that the Boston Ethi-

cal Society, founded as it is on "reverent free thought

and personal friendship," meets a want long felt.

Mr. John Orvis represented whathe called the "Spir-

itual Philosophy," and he spoke of the vast need of

woman's work in moral education. He hoped that

the cultus of the society would amount to incorpora-

tion of truth into the life. Rev. William G. Babcock

said that, as father of Mrs. Bisbee, he considered

himself, in a sense, the "father of the movement."

He thought that knowledge and encouragement to

live according to the highest standards of morality

make ethical societies a necessity of our times.

"Churches have all they can attend to in other di-

rections . How to live rightly is of infinitely greater

importance than what death can do to us." Other

friends of the cause who intended to be present or

who have expressed sympathy are William Lloyd

Garrison, Jr. , Frank Garrison, Elizur Wright, Benja-

minF. and Sara A. Underwood, Dr. Sara E. Brown,

Georgiana Davis, Isabella B. Hooker, Susan H.

Wixon, Revs. J. K. Applebee and Minot J. Savage,

and John Storer Cobb. Altogether, the meeting was

one destined to give powerful impetus to the move-

ment in behalf of "Ethical Culture" andfree thought.

SUPERNATURAL GOODNESS .

Editors of The Index:-

*

In conversation recently with a circle of intelligent

friends on the changed and ever-changing conditions

of mankind in their relations of social intercourse ,

activity, and growth, and the ways and means

whereby these conditions may be, and are, changed

for the better, I was met with the claim of religion :

that natural agencies and the enlightened methods of

science and education were not adequate; that super-

natural power and aid must be invoked, something

above and beyond Nature being requisite to the at-

tainment of a right moral state of society and the

individual.

Iam not unaware that it is the general belief that

some invisible personal agency, or agents, supple-

ment the natural forces and works of man; that,

while acting in a consciousness of freedom and self-

hood, we are yet but the willing instruments or

unconscious figures of a hidden agent, who keeps

us barbarians or makes us civilized men at his pleas-

ure; and that no goodness is worth having which

is not the product or work of this supernatural agent.

Every child is made familiar with the church phra-

seology of the "Holy Ghost" and "divine revela

tion" ; and so ingrained into the popular mind, in-

deed, is this religious superstition that any doubt or

question in regard to it is held to be a sin. Neverthe-

less, I must ask, Is it true that what we understand

and speak of under the term "Nature" is adelusion ?

or even that in physical and material matters there is

law, a fixed order, but that moral goodness is an

exceptional commodity, to be procured only by

prayer or credulity, bought and sold by priestly arts,

by church authority, or withheld except from the

favored few ?

Iknow of no evidence, saving tradition and imagi-

nation, that moral goodness is exceptional, is not at-

tainable and susceptible of perpetuation, in the nat-

ural way and order, like any other quality or attain-

ment of human character and life. How is it, then,

that intelligent people are still deluding themselves

and others with the notion that by beating their gods ,

or by some other equally irrational means, they are

going to win some special gift, some unnatural holy

ghost? I cannot help thinking that it is simply a

relic of primitive ages, when men worshipped the

ghosts of their ancestors , believing that all the affairs

of the world, physical as well as moral, were con-

trolled by ghosts.

It is perhaps true that the belief in the presence

and action of disembodied spirits, like the worship of

the dead, operates sometimes as a moral force to

restrain from evil or incite to good action ; but even

this is within the realm of Nature, is conformable to

law, not in contravention of it. And, even admitting

that such beliefs have a moral effect, is it therefore

true that they are superior, that they should be

treated as supernatural, as importing something bet-

terthanNature, to be perpetuated as a sine qua non

inmodern life and progress ?

Icannothelp thinking that the whole Old and New

Testament conception of a miracle-working agency ,

interrupting, correcting, contradicting Nature, is a

delusion. What though it be claimed that the God of

Nature and the God of the Bible are one ? It can

onlybemaintainedbydiscarding three-fourths of the

book or unjustly distorting its language. The truth

is that the belief in ghosts is well-nigh universal; and

the Bible would be a miracle indeed, if it reflected

the truths of modern science rather than the current

early beliefs which it really does reflect.

Pious people are often claiming that as supernatural

and miraculous which is simply and obviously nat-

ural. The establishment of Sunday-schools for the

training of children in moral precepts as well as

doctrinal belief is an admission that moral education

is really taking the place of the old orthodox scheme

of a supernatural"change of heart." Every effort to

make men better by natural agency is a movement

away from Orthodoxy,-away from a state of miracle-

working, wonder-believing childhood. It does not

require much insight to see that men are believing

less and less in miracles as they know more of Nature

and the regularity ofNature's ways.

A. N. ADAMS.

WHAT KNOW WE ?

For The Index .

Whatdo weknow of death? We seem tobe.

We seem to joy and sorrow, love andhate,

And learn from other lives that mix with ours

Some lessons that come early, some too late.

We wisely work experiment with matter crude,

We closely search, and find those common laws

That govern change and action, life and growth,

As traced to great result from potent cause.

Butwhat shall visit us when life is done

Weknow no more than summer flowers or birds;

And, when we speak of life that follows death,

Ourgrave conjectures are but idle words.

MADISON, WIS.

BOOK NOTICES.

MEDORA CLARK.

FREIE GEDANKEN ZUR BEURTHEILUNG DER KIRCHE

UND IHRER GESCHICHTE. By Jonas Justus. Stutt-

gart. 1884. 128 pp.

In the first chapter of this work, the writer considers

the origin and development of the religion of Christ.

The rapid spread of the newly arisen ideas he as-

cribes to the teachings of the equality of men and

universal brotherliness on the one side, and the

shrewd adaptation of the church dogmas to the cur-

rent paganism on the other. The next two chapters

relate to the papal history. The papacy is regarded

as a loathsome caricature of the religion of Jesus .

The persecutions of so-called heretics are dealt with

in a comprehensive manner. The inquisition ("holy

officium"), the trials for witchcraft, etc., in their long

and dismal train, here pass once more the tribunal

of analytic history. But Martin Luther, too, whose

merits are briefly acknowledged, is severely censured.

He is made responsible for delivering the cause of

the Reformation into the hands ofmonarchs, and thus

creating that "Cæsaro-papism" as it to-day charac-

terizes the Protestant countries of Europe with all

the gloom of a sham theocracy. Nevertheless, can

we say, rejoins the writer, that the German and

Swiss reformation sprang from purely religious

wants; while the avarice and corruption of the

throne gave birth to the English Church, which is

as far from the ideal church as its founder from the

idealman. Later on, the Jesuits and general history

of recent times in regard to religious movements are

treated; but especially the last chapter adopts in a

more satisfactory form the idea often mentioned in

the work of the impracticability of a return to origi-

nal Christianity, which in fact only lived in the

utterances of its supposed founder, and more con-

spicuously in the refined philosophy of St. Paul.

Another universal blunder is the supposed necessity

ofa uniform church, which, being in contradiction to

the nature of man, shall lead to the disintegration of

the Catholic Church as much as all endeavors to

recur to an imaginary arch-type of a church are in

themselves self-destructive. The Free Religious con-

gregations the author thinks the only rational mani-

festations of that ideal religion as it was advocated by

the Alexandrian theologi before the Romish dogma-

tists dared to define by vote the regula fides of the

Church. If Christ himself discarded the narrow the-

ocratic Judaism of his surroundings, and appealed to

the morehealthypaganism for a divinely reorganized

humanity, why then will Christians first become

Jews, that is, imbibe the narrow ideas of special

revelation, special legislation, and special salvation ?

True religion remains here on earth, administers to

the ethical wants of humanity, and teaches men their

actual value and vocation. Therefore, the true friend

of religion should neither press for a return to the

arch-church nor ponder over the invention of a new

religion, since both are in themselves irrational con-

ceptions, but look forward to the rise of the "free

church," whose members shall place their ambition

in the "right conduct, not in the right faith." "This

Church," the writer concludes, "shall, through the

fulfilment of man's historical evolution, coincide with

the free State." F. W. O.

BREAD PILLS: A Study of Mind-cure. WhatItIs

and How to Do It. By C. M. Barrows. Boston:

Deland& Barta. Price 35 ets.

This is a very sensible book on, at present, a very

popular subject, which the author treats in a thought-

ful, respectful, and common-sense manner. The re-

sults of his observations and investigations of the

subject are comprehensively summarized in a quota-

tion given by him:-

"The best receipt for health, say what they will,

Is never to suppose we shall be ill.

Most of the evils we poor mortals know

From doctors and the imagination flow."

THE Freethinkers' Magazine for March reprints from

The Index Mr. F. M. Holland's address at the Flor-

ence Convention, on Secularization. There is also a

poem to Robert G. Ingersoll, and a number of short

articles, protesting against the Nicaragua Treaty, crit-

icising Heber Newton's consistency, defending the

morality of infidels, and urging the erection of a

Freethought School with a building to cost $25,000.

The question of location is left to acommittee, whose

members for Massachusetts areG. N. Hill, president

of the Ingersoll Secular Society, and F. M. Holland.

The memory of John S. Verity is duly honored; and

there is a timely quotation, under the head "Fasting

and Prayer," from the letter of Thomas Jefferson,

beginning thus : "I consider the government of the

United States as interdicted by the Constitution from

meddling with religious institutions."

THEAndover Review for April contains the first of

a series of "Sermons to Workingmen," by Dr. New-

man Smyth, with an introduction by Prof. Tucker.

The other articles are "The Moral Purpose of the

LaterAmericanNovel," by Prof. Charles F. Richard-

son; " Co-operative Creation," by Rev. F. H. John-

son; "Bach and Händel," by Prof. Blodgett; and

editorials on "The Crusade against Common Schools,

-School or Scholar," "The 'Vagueness' of a Defen-

sive Orthodoxy," and "The West African Confer-

ence" ; " Historical Criticism,-Ancient Religions,

the Deities of Ancient Egypt," by Rev. Lysander

Dickerman, and "Book Notices." Boston: Hough-

ton, Mifflin & Co.

"WIDE AWAKE" for April has short stories by Rose

Terry Cooke, Ellen Olney Kirk, Helen E. Sweet, and

Charlotte S. Fursdon, an English writer. Interest-

ing instalments are given of the continued stories

by Charles EgbertCraddock, E. S. Brooks, and Lizzie

W. Champney. Mary Hartwell Catherwood writes

of "Gipsies" ; Mrs. Fremont gives a delightful "sou-

venir" of Dolly Madison and Mrs. Alexander Ham-

ilton. Yan Phou Lee gives an interesting account of

some Chinese girls. There are more than half a

dozen poems by well-known writers; and the illus-

trations are, as usual with this excellent magazine,

numerous and beautiful.

"PANSY" and Baby-Land for April, from the pub-

lishers of Wide Awake, are both received, and found

brimming with amusement and instruction for the

babies, and little ones outside of babyhood. Pansy

is especially rich in the following instructive articles :

"A Story Book of Science" ; "That Old Bell !" ; "Thin

Slices of American History" ; "Nicknames of States" ;

"Alfred the Great"; "Our Alphabet of Great Men";

and"Ancient Roman Houses and Customs."
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Pirate SONG of VICTORY "FREIDENKER."
Idreamt Iwas in a Land of Light,

with Fielding and Moore and Shelley
and White,

The literary Islept wherethemoon, serenelybright, ThenChaucersaid,adlamratheroldShonefullinmyface throughasummer ammighty glad this dayto be told

"pirate" question night; How cheap my Canterbury Tales are

Anne fold,sold,

And the poets and wits of the Queen
Steele the bright and De Foe the bold,

Berkeley the sober and Swift the scold,
Fromthe time of SirWalterRaleigh;

Shakespeare's works, and Smollett's

andSterne's,

Bacon, Bolingbroke, Byron and Burns;
AndBabington Lord Macaulay."

whichwe have recently been called upon to discuss recalls to mind

the "Parnassus Dream" which a " Literary Revolution" friend sent

us some time ago. It bearsrepeating, and has an appropriate ring to

itsmelody in these days of new and glorious victories.

CheapChoiceBooks
DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE, ONE HUNDRED PAGES,

sentfree on request. Books sent for examination before payment on evi-
denceofgood faith. Following are representative works:

GUIZOT'S HISTORY of FRANCE. 8 vols., 426 illustrations. Reduced from

$36.00 to $8.00-cheaper edition, $5.00 .

RAWLINSON'S SEVEN GREAT MONARCHIES. Reduced from$18.00

to $3.00-in 3 volumes, over 700 illustrations and maps.

HAMERTON'S " THE INTELLECTUAL LIFE." Price reduced from

$2.00 to50 cents in cloth binding, $1.00 in full Russia, gilt edges.

PRESCOTT'S GREAT WORK, Ferdinand and Isabella, reduced from$4.50

to$2.00-in ourfine illustrated edition in2vols.;cheap edition, 1vol., $1.25.

KENRICK'S ANCIENT EGYPT. Reduced from $15.00 to $1.00.

GROTE'S GREECE. Complete în 4volumes. Reduced from $18 00to $2.70.

MILMAN'S GIBBON'S ROME. Reduced from $9.00 to $2.25.

DORE'S MILTON'S PARADISE LOST. Superbly Illustrated. $2.00.

ESSAYS ofRALPH WALDO EMERSON. Price, 40 cents .

[sight!

AndShakespeare and Milton-a goodly

WithAddison,Dryden,and others,quite
Too numerous to mention;

Andthere the worthies, oneandall,

Whomwethe " classical authors " call,

Beneaththe shade of Parnassus tall,

OnPegasus Place, in HeliconHall,

Wereholdinga big convention.

Virgilwas sitting beside Voltaire,

Boccaccio chatting with Dumas, pere,

And Pope curled up in the cornerthere,

WhileoldSamJohnsonwasinthechair,Wall-eyedand grim, with carroty hair,

Andhesaid, "Ofcourseyou're all aware

Ofthelatest earthly advices:

smash

The publishers seem to be going to

Beneath thegreat ' economy'lash,
For John B. Aldenis cutting adash

Exceedingly reckless andawfullyrash,

Inselling for almost nothing for cash,
Andruining regular prices!

" I hold inmyhanda letter from four
Americanpublishers who feel sore,
Andtheyspeak for a score, or possibly

more,

Who liveby traffic in printed lore.

I read: We pray from this earthly
shore-

Ye authors ofold attend us!

O, give us a lift in this hour ofneed.

For thepublishing business is going to

seed;

BACON'S ESSAYS, complete. Paper, 15 cents; cloth, 25 cents.

COOPER'S LEATHER STOCKING TALES and The Spy. 6 vols. bound As manybooks asthe folks canread,

in3; fine cloth, price, $2.50.

PROSE TALES ofEDGAR A. POE. 1volume, fine cloth, price, $1.00.

WORKS ofBULWER-LYTTON, complete in13volumes, fine cloth, library

style, gilt tops, price, $9.00.

LONGFELLOW'S PROSE WORKS. I volume, fine cloth, price, 65 cents.

RUSKIN'S CHOICE WORKS. 3 vols . in one, half Russia, price, 50 cents .

GRACE GREENWOOD'S NEW BOOK, Stories for Home Folks, Young and

Old. Price, 50 cents .

CHINESE GORDON, by Archibald Forbes . Cloth, price, 50 cents.

ANCIENT CLASSICS for English Readers. 27 volumes bound in 9, half

Russia, price, $5.00.

ThatmanAlden is making with speed

Andselling disgracefully low, indeed;

It cheapens your fame-for you we

plead!-

Yetalentedghosts, defendus !'

"What word shall we send to this

earthlyband?"

Then Scott, with an " Elzevir" inhand,

Arose(amidcries of "Take the Stand!")

And said, " Thisscheme will possess the
land;

Nogoodis theHarper or Scribner brand
While Alden shows that he can com-

mand

Thebrains ofsage and scholar:

Books by Mailrequire 20percent. extra to prepay. Mention this paper. The same for thepoems of Tennyson;

JOHN B. ALDEN, Publisher,

P. O. Box1227.
393 Pearl Street. NewYork.

Ashilling for Pope-goodbinding on;

Tencents for your Pilgrim's Progress,

John;

For the Hind, thirty cents;3; andDon

Quixoteforhalf adollar!

CharlesDickenssaid, " Twouldbe fool.

ish to let

Goodluck of mortals cause regret ;

For the price of a theatre-ticket theyget

Milman's Gibbon-the perfectset-

DanteandVirgil twoshillingenet,dollar Adam Smith onAndMill on the Laws ofNations;

And I see by this wondrous circular

Sentup by J. B. A. that for [War,

Three cents you get the Seven Years'

For a dime King Henry ofNavarre,

And for thrice the price ofagoodcigar

Will Shakespeare's inspirations."

Freedom, Culture, and Prosperity for all !

(Organ of the Freethinkers of NorthAmer-
ica, of the Union of Radicals, and the

NorthAmerican Turnerbund.)

Editor, C. Hermann Boppe.

TERMS, PER ANNUM, IN ADVANCE ;

UNITED STATES AND CANADA:

Freidenker .. $2.50

Turnerische Ausgabe des Freidenker

(Amerikanische Turnzeitung)........ 3.00

EUROPE:

Freidenker..
$3.00

Turnerische Ausgabe des Freidenker

(Amerikanische Turnzeitung) ........ 3.50

Sample copies sent, on application, free of

charge.

In this weekly, which is now in the thir-

teenth year of its existence, political, social,

ThenGoldsmith rose and expressed it and religious matters are discussedwith a

thus:

"It is simplya case ofdegustibus,
But Isee no reason for all this fuss,

For publishers neverdid muchfor us,
Whileneedy, summerand winter;

Therefore, confreres, I hold this view:

blue,

The high-price houses are doubtless

Butunto the man our thanks aredue

Who sends our thoughts each palace

through,

Andinto the humblest cottage too,

For theMany are alwaysmore than the

Few,

Andthe people are more than the

Printer!"

Aslight shade rose-'twas Edgar Poe-

Who said, " I've been talking here with

DeFoe;

Weagree,& the ancientshave told usso,

That who makes two printed leaves to
show

Where only one did formerlygrow
Isasgood a man as wewant to know;

And this letter here, from the realms
below,

Reveals its earthly animus;

Imove it be not received!" About

Athousandvoices removedalldoubt,

Ben Johnson and Halleck and Hood

spokeout,

KitNorth and Irving and FatherProut,

'Midastormof cheers & amighty shout,

Andthemotion pass'd-unanimous

H. T. MARSHALL'S J. HART & CO., Fine Cabinet Photographs
PATENT

ADJUSTABLE

LACE

CONGRESS

MARSH
ALL'S

PAT.
MAY13,18

84
.

Is easily adjusted to fit any instep or ankle at

any time, and will not uncomfortably draw

the ankle, like ordinary congress. It has the

stylish appearance of a lace boot and all the

convenienceof any congress in putting on or

off the foot. Marshall's Pat. Pat'd May 13,

1884, woven in the front strap or stamped on

the shankof each shoe. If your dealer does

notkeep them, send postal for directions how

to get themto the Patentee and Manufacturer

ofMen's, Boys' , and Youth's Fine Boots and
Shoes. Tennis Shoe for Ladies and Gents a

specialty.
H. T. MARSHALL,

BROCKTON, MASS.

TO CAPITALISTS.

by For Investments or Loans, write to

J. M. LINDLEY,

REAL ESTATE AGENT,

BOZEMAN, MONTANA.

2,000

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa.

Charles Darwin,

Prof. Huxley,

OF

Prof. Tyndall,

John Fiske,

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land,and other points in Europe. Agency R. W. Emerson,
for theAmerican Line of Steamers .

THE INVESTIGATOR.

Published every week at the Paine Memo

rial, Appleton Street, Boston, Mass.

Volume Fifty-second.

Price $3.00 per annum; 75 cts. for three

months to trial subscribers .

The INVESTIGATOR, as heretofore or since

its first commencement upward of half a

century ago, is devoted to the welfare, im-

provement, and happiness of men and

women here and now, in this world, the

only worldof which there is anypositive or
demonstrated knowlodge. This is the IN-

VESTIGATOR's basis of ac on, and the best

exertions of its manages will always be

used to render it a free and independent

journal devoted to the development and

promotion of genuine Liberalism, or Uni-

versal Mental Liberty, Free Thought, Free

Inquiry, Free Speech, and a Free Press.

JOSIAH P. MENDUM,

PAINE MEMORIAL BUILDING,

Appleton St., Boston, Mass.

THE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

tising public is respectfully solicited forTH

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF THEINDEX. Though the papermustnotbe

THE OLD MASTERS.

heldbyadvertisers, the attempt will be honestly

advertising pages in en-
3general character and

end, all improper or

ents, all quack adver-

dvertisements believed

Cornell UnivLib

3170F

Large Copies only 20 cents eac

The following examples are from th

called "TwelveGreatPictures ofthe Worra.

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI; to be fraudulent or unjust toanyone, will
The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO; be excludedfrom these columns.

Descent from the CrossS, VOLTERRA; AS-

sumption of the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans- ADVERTISING RATES.

figuration, RAPHAEL ; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL;HolyNight,CORREGGIO; Aurora, For 1 to 12 Insertions,
GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will besent by mail on receipt of $2.40; or

any one or more at 20 cts. each (with Cata-

togue when desired). Address

" 13 "

" 26" 51

"52
"

Herbert Spencer,

H. W. Longfellow,

Charles Sumner,

Wendell Phillips,

W. L. Garrison,

Theodore Parker,

Geo. Jacob Holyoake,

Felix Adler,

M. J. Savage,

F. E. Abbot,

Frances Power Cobbe,

0. W. Holmes,

J. G. Whittier,

Geo. Wm. Curtis,

are for sale at this office at50cents each,
and will be sent bymail to any address on
receipt of price.

Address THE INDEX,

44Boylston St.,Boston,Mass.

THE

COLEGROVE BOOK CO. ,

135 Wabash Ave. , Chicago.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

view to general enlightenment and progress.

The Amerikanische Turnzeitungis especially

devoted to the discussion of topics pertain-

ing to physical culture and matters of in-

terest to lovers of the gymnastical art.

Since Jan. 1, 1885, the Freidenker has been

enlarged, thus furnishing CONSIDERABLY

MORE READING MATTER, while the PRICE

REMAINS THE SAME AS BEFORE.

For the convenience of those of our read-

ers who are chiefly interested in matters

relating to gymnastics, the Freidenker and

its former supplement, the Turnzeitung,

have been consolidated into one paper,

calledAmerikanische Turnzeitung, with the

sub-heading "Turnerische Ausgabe des

Freidenker."

This paper contains more readingmatter

than furnished byboth the Freidenker and

Turnzeitung heretofore. In making these

changes, the publishers have incurred great

expense; andwe therefore solicit the hearty
co-operation of all friends of the cause in

securing for the Freidenker and the Ameri-

kanische Turnzeitung a wider circulation.

We also publish

" Erziehungsblaetter,"
fuer Schule und Haus.

ALiberal German Educational Monthly.

(Organ of the German-American Teachers'

Association.)

Editor:

MAXIMILIAN GROSSMANN, Milwaukee, Wis.

Associate Editors:

H. H. FICK, Chicago, III.

H. SCHURICHT, Chicago, III.

16large quarto pages, with four-page cover.

Terms : $2.12 per annum, in advance .

" Freidenker-Almanach"

FOR THE YEAR 1885.

The almanac, which is now in the eighth

year of its existence, is devoted to the prop-

agation of free-thought principles. Price
25cents.

" Amerikanischer Turnerkalender "

FOR THE YEAR 1885.

This annual, which is now published for

the sixth time, is principally intended to
promote the culture of gymnastics, and is

pervaded by a thoroughly liberal spirit.
Price25 cents.

Orders for all kinds of books promptly

filled. Radical and Freethought Publica.

tions a specialty.

Address all orders to

Booksellers and Stationers. T

Catalogues of new and standard books

will be sent to any address without charge.
Illustrated list of works ofAmerican authors

sent on receipt of 4cents in stamps.

FREIDENKER PUBLISHING CO. ,

470 East Water St. ,

MILWAUKEE, WIS.

HEODORE PARKER'S LAST

SERMON. Subject, "What Relig-

ion maydo for a Man." Delivered Jan. 2,

1859; printed inpamphlet form at the time,

and for many years out of print; not in-

cluded in anyAmerican edition of the au-
thor's works. Republished by THE COLE-
GROVE BOOK Co., 135Wabash Ave., Chicago.

N.B. The prices quoted inthe catalogues III. Price 5 cts.; 10copies, 25 cts.,postpaid,

which we send out are the PUBLISHERS' RE-
TAILPRICES. These,unless markednet, are HY GOD'S A

subject to a uniform discount of TWENTY WHOSETHERMI

PER CENT. to individual buyers. Special NORITY. Asermon by Rev. C. VanNor-

terms areoffered to the trade and topublic den, of the North Congregational Church,

libraries. Anybook inprint will be sent by Springfield, Mass. Published by THE COLE-
10c. per line. mail on receipt of the net price,with enough
8c.

6c.

5с.
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"

Onhalf-columnadvertisements,adiscount
of 10per cent. will be made; on full-column

advertisements,a discount of 25per cent.

On all advertisements for which cash is
paid in advance, a further discount of25per
tcent. on theota above calculated, will,

be made.

GROVEBOOK Co., 135 WabashAve., Chicago,

added to coverpostage, at the rate ofone Ill. Price5cts.; 10 copies, 25 cts., postpaid.
cent for each two ounces. The postage on

an ordinary16mo book is about ten cents,
HE JESUS OF HISTORYAND

and tellendwilde T THE JESUS OF ROMANCE.
mail are especially solicited, andwill receive

promptandcareful attention. Liberal books

a specialty, our store being the Western
agency for the publications of GEO. H.

ELLIS and theAMERICAN UNITARIANASSO-
W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee, Wis.
CIATION.

A sermon by Dr. E. G. Hirsch, Rabbi of

Sinai Congregation,Chicago. Publishedby
THE COLEGROVE BOOK CO. , 135 Wabash

Ave., Chicago, Ill. Price 5 cts.;10 copies,

25cts., postpaid.
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ONE of the traits of the character of the criti-

cal scholar, Richard Grant White, who died last

week, was his kindness to young authors who

needed sympathy and encouragement.

HON. CHARLES W. SLACK, editor of the Common-

wealth, who died last Saturday, was a man of

many public and private virtues, whose death is

mournedbyalarge number of friends in this city
and State.

SOME idea of the annoyances Gen. Grant is

subjected to by the preacher Newman, “encour-

aged by women of the family," may be inferred

from a remark of ex-Senator Chaffee, who is one

of the inmates of Gen. Grant's house. "He ought,"

said the ex-Senator the other day, "to be let alone

on that subject; for he has his own notions well

settled, and Newman can't alter them. It is a

shame to pester him."

VISITORS to Montreal during its winter carni-

val may have noticed beside the ice-palace the

vast unfinished St. Peter's Cathedral. It has been

decided by the Roman Catholic Bishop to resume

its construction; and a band of priests will soon

begin their task of collecting more money from

their flocks, chiefly the poorest class, in the city.
Verily, these followers of the lamb carry shears in

their hands.

CERTAIN articles in the newspapers, referring to

the will of Mrs. Eddy by which she left money for

the use of Mrs. Lucy Stone and Miss Susan B.

Anthony, contain the statement that "the heirs"

of the deceased have sought to have declared null

and void the bequests referred to above. In jus-

tice to all concerned, it should be said that the will

was disputed only by the guardian of the grandson

of Mrs. Eddy, the other heirs, the nearest related,

having done all they could to have the will sus-

tained.

two. Although in active professional practice, he

found time in the old days of slavery to give much

time to the abolition movement. His home often

contained one or more fugitive slaves waiting for

an opportunity to escape to Canada or elsewhere.

Hewas a warm friend and supporter of Garrison,

JohnBrown, Phillips, and others who were promi-
nently identified with the anti-slavery movement.

AWELL-KNOWN English writer, in a letter from

London, writes : "I have been so busy of late that

I have had no opportunity for anything but po-

litical work, the political situation here being of

so absorbing a kind. Still, I do not by any

means lose interest in The Index and its work.

...

Ihope you flourish, and spread the light which is

needed both in England and America. Things

here are generally in a very bad way. The time is

out of joint, unjust war and heavy taxation and

social distress and continued depression, spite of

the optimistic predictions that were made some

time ago. My own impression is that things will

be worse before they are better. No one here is in

a very happy or hopeful frame of mind."

THE Boston Sunday Courier, commenting on

Mr. Wendte's statement that many abstain from

church-going because they are afraid of being

robbed of their pleasures and dissipations, re-

marks : "If people who stay away from church

felt anything so definite as a fear of being 'robbed

of their pleasures and dissipations' by church-

going, the seats would not long remain vacant.
The state of things against which the Church has

to contend is far more dangerous than this. It is

an absolute indifference to theology and all that

it implies ; it is a perfect confidence that the

clergy are as a rule so steeped in fustian and abso-

lute conceits about 'fleshy minds,' 'ethical im-

pulses,' and all the rest of it, as to be utterly out

of sympathy with practical life and human con-

The Church has clung to the idea of the

enmity of the natural man until that individual,

after passing through the various stages of irrita-

tion, impatience, and tolerance, has come to be

absolutely indifferent."

cerns.

Ar the annual meeting of the Florence Free

Congregational Society, Mr. and Mrs. Spencer

stated that they should not be candidates for re-

election to the office of resident speakers of the

society. There has been for some time a differ-

ence of opinion as to the wisdom of having any

resident speaker, and Mr. and Mrs. Spencer's

declination of further service beyond their present

term was not unexpected. The Executive Com-

mittee, in their annual report, say: "This declina-

tion necessitates deliberation and action, on the

part of the society, as to what method of carrying

on its works shall be adopted, at the close of Mr.

and Mrs. Spencer's term of service; whether the

society will continue its present course of having

a resident speaker, who shall supply the desk for

the whole year; or whether it will return to the

original plan of employing a resident speaker who

shall occupy the desk a part of the year, and a

variety of speakers be employed during the remain-

DR. JEFFERSON CHURCH, one of the oldest

physicians in Western Massachusetts, died last

week in Springfield, Mass. , at the age of eighty- ing portion of the time; or whether some other

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

plan shall be chosen." Mr. Spencer's views dur-

ing the past year have undergone some modifica-

tion, and it is stated that he will return to the

Unitarian ministry.

REV. JAMES FREEMAN CLARKE in the Christian

Register says : "I am obliged to admit that he

[Mr. Francis E. Abbot] did right in withdrawing

from the Conference. I see that, with his views,

he could not honestly be a member of the Unita-

rian denomination, nor, indeed, of any Christian

body." Mr. Abbot replies that he understands

this to be a confession of "the essentially exclu-

sive nature of the Unitarian Preamble-creed."

Mr. Clarke says in response that, while Mr. Ab-

botwas excluded by the Preamble from his own

"point of view," he was not excluded from his

[Mr. Clarke's] "point of view." Mr. Abbot re-

plies that there is "a universal moral law to which

all individual 'points of view' should be carefully

and consistently conformed," and asks whether it

is not incumbent on every Unitarian "to interpret

the Preamble according to the clear and evident

intent of its language as scrupulously as upright

judges interpret the laws they administer, and

thereby to accept as decisive of its meaning the

Conference's own 'point of view. " Mr. Clarke

says that, from his "point of view," the Preamble

"expresses not a dogma to be believed, but a work

to be done. It means that we unite as Christians

to carry on all good work." Mr. Abbot reminds

Mr. Clarke that, if the Preamble had said only

that, he should not have offered his substitute at

Syracuse; for that is exactly what the substitute

proposed and "exactly what the Conference on Dr.

Clarke's own recommendation voted down. " To

defeat Mr. Abbot's substitute, he declared that

a repeal of the confession of allegiance to Jesus as

"Lord and King," when it had been adopted,

would seem like "hauling down the flag." “Ι

submit, " says Mr. Abbot, "that the individual

point of view which permits such tactics as these

-which, from dread of being refused the Chris-

tian name by other Christian sects, at one time

insists on the confession of the 'Royalty of Jesus,'

but which, from dread of being accused of illiber-

❘ality by the outside liberals, at another time

wholly omits that confession and puts forward in

its stead a purpose of 'carrying on all good work,

-is neither reasonable nor right." In regard to

his leaving the Unitarian communion, Mr. Abbot

says : "The sharp alternatives were-hypocrisy or

exclusion; and they are so still for every Unita-

rian minister who cannot in good faith profess

allegiance to Jesus as his 'Lord andKing.' Noth-

ingbut unmanly quibbling can make those alter-

natives other than they are." "You will go your

way," he concludes, "I mine: I would gladly go

with you, if the terms of your fellowship were

stillwhat they were; but I willwalk alone till I

walk into my grave, before I will accept the terms

of your fellowship as they are. The freedom of

thought I musthave will brook no Preamble-creed.

And so God bless you, and farewell." On both

logical and moral grounds, Mr. Abbot has clearly

the best of the controversy.
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THE MORMON PROBLEM.

The Edmunds law for the suppression of polyg-

amy in Utah appears to be working more effec-

tively than it was at first supposed possible. Con-

victions of prominent polygamous members of the

Mormon Church, it is found, can be obtained

under it; and government officials are alert in

arresting offenders and bringing them to trial.

The consequence is that many of the leading

members of the Church are temporarily leaving

the Territory or keeping in concealment, in order

to escape the prosecuting officers. The whole

Church is greatly disturbed by the aspect of things,

and it is reported that even the question of migrat-

ing beyond the limits of the United States has

beenmooted. But it is hardly probable that this

course will be taken. The population of the

Church is now too numerous and wide-spread, and

too deeply rooted in Utah, to make migration a

feasible solution of the difficulties of the situation.

It is doubtful whether the Mormon elders, great

as is their authority, could enforce such a measure

upon the membership of the Church as a whole.

Arevolt might ensue ; and, as it would be in the

interest of civil order against an ecclesiastical

command, the recusants would have the support

of the United States authorities, and, so choosing,

might easily maintain their ground against the au-

thority of the Church.

A more probable resort, indeed, than to this

desperate expedient of migration would be an offi-

cial decree from the Church itself declaring polyg-

amy to be no longer a constituent part of the

Mormon religion. It is even rumored-though

it is to be feared on little evidence-that at a

general Conference of the Church to be held the

present month such a declaration will actually be

issued. The wish is probably father to the

thought. Yet there is said to be a growing party

in the Church, and particularly among the younger

members, opposed to polygamy. And it is a

possible thing, perhaps, that the elders may be

wise enough, looking not only at present difficul-

ties, but at the future of their Church, to solve the

whole problem by proclaiming the abolition of

polygamy. Since it is not claimed that polygamy

is authorized by the Book of Mormon, but was

established by a supplementary revelation, another

supplementary "revelation" may appear, disestab-

lishing the custom without any disturbance of

the foundations of the Church. This would seem

a comparatively easy solution of the Mormon

problem, and is a consummation devoutly to be

wished. Polygamy abolished, by a law made un-

alterable in a State constitution under forfeiture

of State autonomy, the controversy between the

United States and the Mormon Church would be

effectually settled. The United States govern-

ment has nothing to say about the faith and relig-

ious customs of the Mormons except on the point

of polygamy, where United States law is violated.

Remove that, and the Mormon Church will be as

free as any other form of faith to maintain its

creed, practise its worship, and develop its ideas

of industrial economy, in which it has had such

marked success, according to its own wisdom and

pleasure.

The recent decision of the United States Su-

preme Court, though in the special suit brought

before it, favoring the Mormons, contains an im-

portant general decision adverse to their claims,

which may have weight with them in the present

disturbed state of affairs. The court decided

that the test-oath with regard to polygamy which

the Commissioners had required as a qualification

for voting was illegal; but they sodecided on the

ground that no such authority had been given

them in the law of Congress by which they were

appointed. The general plea, however, of the

Mormon counsel, that Congress had no right to

disfranchise citizens of Territories, the court dis-

allowed. It declared the political rights of the

people in Utah, as in other Territories, to be

"franchises which they hold as privileges in the

legislative discretion of the Congress of the United

States." This puts it in the power of Congress to

give the Commissioners the authority to establish

the test-oath as well as to do other things to carry

out the intent of the present law. The Mormons,

therefore, must be more discouraged than cheered

by the Supreme Court's decision.

Apropos of the Mormon problem, it may here be

said that a new emigration society has been organ-

ized in Massachusetts for the purpose of sending

a class of settlers to Utah, who would help to free

the Territory from polygamy. The most promi-

nent directors in this new society were also promi-

nent in the Kansas emigration society, which did

such effective work, nearly thirty years ago, to

make Kansas a free State. The wise energy

which characterized that work and the success

attending it maybe significant of one of the ways

by which the solution of the Mormon problem is

to be found.

Wм. Ј. РOTTER.

"MODERN PAINTERS."

The first volume of Ruskin's Modern Painters

was received by the anonymuncle art-witlings of

the early part of this century with scorn, merri-

ment, and astonishment. Blackwood's Magazine,

the genius-killer,--"Blackguard's Magazine," Mr.

Swinburne calls it,-took the field with a long sar-

donical-earnest review: "We at first thought the

book [it said] to be an ironical satire on modern

painters, and determined to defend them, it

seemed so preposterous to affirm that modern

painters were superior to all the ancient masters

in landscape.... He knows nothing of the masters

whomhe maligns.... In condemning them all, he

is like the unfortunate gentleman in an establish-

ment of 'unsound opinions,' who gravely said,

The world and I differed in opinion ; but they

were too many for me, and put me here. " Black-

wood's then proceeds, very strangely, to devote

eighteen closely printed,double-column pages to a

review of this utterly worthless and very funny

book, and closes with the opinion that landscape

painters would gain little by the volume, unless it

were some mortification at being so sillily lauded;

and that lovers of art would stand little chance of

being Turnerized by the "Oxford Graduate's" pal

pably fulsome, nonsensical praise. All of which

sounds very amusing in the present day, as is so

often the case with the crushing lucubrations of

mighty critical prophets, when read some years

after the dust has grown thick uponthem. It were

hard to discover a more hopelessly imbecile and

spiteful collection of reviews than the articles on

Ruskin in the Athenœum, Blackwood's, and the Quar-

terlies of London, which have appeared simultane-

ously with the issue of each of his volumes. The

"criticism" is the very calenture of petty envy, and

overleaps itself by the grossness of its malignity.*
*"I came by surprise, the other day, on a cuttle-fish in a

pool at lowtide. On being touched with the point of my

umbrella, he first filled the pool with ink, and then find-

ing himself still touched, in the darkness, lost his temper,

and attacked the umbrella with much psyche, or anima,

hugging it tightly with all his eight arms, and making

efforts, like an impetuous baby with a coral, to get it into

his mouth. On myoffering him a finger instead,he sucked

that with two or three of his arms, with an apparently

malignant satisfaction, and, on being shaken off, retired

with an air of frantic misanthropy into the cloud of his

ink. Now, it seems to me not a little instructive to reflect

how entirely useless such a manifestation of a superior

beingwas to his cuttle-fish mind; and how fortunate it

was for his fellow-octopods that he had no command of

pens as well as ink, nor any disposition to write on the

nature ofumbrellas or of men." -Ruskin, in the Contempo-

rary Review, 1871.

Modern Painters is a work which, according to

its author, was written not for fame nor money

nor conscience' sake, but of necessity, for the sake

of righting an injustice. "It is abook," says Les-

lie Stephen, "which, in spite of incoherence and

utter absence of concentration,has done more than

any other of its kind to stimulate thought and

disperse antiquated fallacies." It is Ruskin's

greatest work by far. And the wealth of thought

is not to be mastered by an indolent or hasty

reader. The work is a life-treasure, a great store-

house of truth, portions of it so severe in treat-

ment and so suggestive and original as to require

repeated readings and ponderings before the full

import is revealed.

More particularly, the five volumes of Modern

Painters may be described as a discussion (with

many digressions) of the truths of landscape

painting, with continual reference to Turner as

the master, and continual reprehension of such

artists as Claude, Gaspar Poussin, Salvator, Cuyp,

Berghem, Paul Potter, and the two Teniers.* As

incidental and ancillary to the main theme there

is necessarily a large amount of valuable nature-

study at first hand, and analytical examinations of

eminent poets and other great authors. Onemay

say that the spinal ideas of the whole work are

embodied in the two phrases, "What is Truth ?"

and "What is Beauty ?" The first volume dis-

cusses the truths of power, beauty,and relation of

color, chiaro oscuro, clouds, mountains, water, and

vegetation. Volume second treats of ideas of

beauty, and partakes of the nature of an intro-

duction to the rest of the work; namely, volumes

three, four, and five, which,while treating of style,

invention, classical and mediæval landscape, and

the beauty of mountains, leaves, and clouds, are

yet full, every page of them, of thorough in-

vestigations into the truth of the things taken into

consideration. (The author of the work says he

can never be sure of the petals of beauty, unless

he feels in his hand the strong stem of truth.)

The painstaking accuracy of Ruskin makes the

study of his greatest work an education for young

scholars . A work to the making of which went

the expenditure of a fortune and seventeen years

of toil and travel is one that impliedly bears on

every page a rebuke of slovenly or hasty writers .

How many purely literary workers are there who

would give, as Ruskin did, a week or two of hard

walking todetermine some geological problem that

must then be dismissed in an unnoticed sentence ?

Or how many other scientists are there who would

omit entirely, as he did, all discussion of the sea

from their study of nature, because they could

obtain from mathematicians no satisfactory expla-

nation of the curves of waves ?

Organically as well as chronologically, Modern

Painters is divided broadly into two main por-

tions: the first comprises volumes one and two ;

the second begins with volume third, written after

ten years of preparatory labor.

Students who attack the five volumes of Modern

Painters for the first time are not to understand

that all parts of the work are of even merit. It

is an unevenly written and diffuse conglomeration

of thoughts, and the clew of logic often hard to

follow. As for the first two volumes, all but artists

hadbetter skip them altogether, andbeginwith vol-

ume three. Volumes one and two are condemned,

in large measure, by their own author, who is

engaged in the task of recasting them ; for not

only aremany parts of them (as he says) "written

in a narrow enthusiasm, and the substance of

*The title of the work, as originally designed byMr.
Ruskin, was to have been"Turner and theAncients"; but,

bythe advice of friends, he reluctantly adopted the pres-

enttitle,andadded references to other modern landscape

painters.
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their metaphysical and religious speculation justi-

fiable only on the ground of their absolute hon-

esty," * but occasionally the art teachings are un-

sound. In the preface to Frondes Agrestes, Prof.

Ruskin gives other reasons for not republishing

in its entirety volume one of Modern Painters;

namely, that some portions of it are rendered un-

necessary, owing to the established fame of Tur-

ner, other portions having always been useless in

the praise of excellence which the public will never

givethe labor necessary to discern .

By the time the second volume of Modern

Painters appeared, Turner himself had given its

author his thanks, and came, in honor of the

father and mother, to keep the birthdayof their son.

In preparation for the third and succeeding

volumes of his great work, Ruskin determined to

make exhaustive studies in a wide range of corre-

lated subjects,-painting, architecture, geology,

mineralogy, and botany, as well as the biographies

of artists and the history of their times. For ten

years, he toiled in the picture galleries of Europe,

and alone amid the Alps of Switzerland and the

meadows of England, going from city to city and

castle to castle, sparing no expense, seeing, collect-

ing, systematizing, planning works in every de-

partment of art, literature, and natural history,

and gathering a body of notes that it would take

three or four lifetimes to utilize. During this

decade of years, 1846-1856, appeared the Seven

Lamps ofArchitecture and the Stones of Venice. At

its close was published the third volume of Modern

Painters, which no more resembles its predecessors

than Lear is like King Henry VI. Ruskin is now

a mature man, and treats art, literature, and life

with the broad scope and the firm touch of one

who is master of his craft. Volume three is the

best of the five, and discusses themes of more

popular interest than the others. The reader

should understand that the topics of the whole

work are arranged with a view to convenience of

reference rather than in any formal system, so

that the hesitating student may confidently take

up any volume of the five, and find it a separate

treatise, or group of treatises, of entirely indepen-

dent connection and interest.

W. S. KENNEDY.

" THE NAPANEE " (ONT ) " TOWN HALL

CASE."

they persisted in excluding us I would prosecute

them for damages. This failing to raise the block-

adewe retired in good order, albeit the indignant

crowd, had they received one word of encourage-

ment from us, would have "run" that medieval

blockade in less time than it takes to write this

sentence ; but we counselled moderation and ad-

vised the incensed crowd to desist and we would

try law instead of brute force. We then proceeded

straight to Music Hall-the best in the town-

where an entertainment was in progress, and

opened negotiations with the manager of a theatri-

cal company who had the hall leased for the whole

week. In consideration of $125.00 cash, which

wepaidhim, he agreed to step down and out and

relinquish the hall to us for the three following

nights. The crowd had assembled in the street

in front of Mr. Underwood's hotel and in response

Mr. U. appeared upon the balcony and addressed

them briefly, announcing that we had secured

Music Hall and that the lectures would come off

there the following three evenings, which elicited

hearty cheers.

The next day, anticipating disturbance and

trouble at night from our bitter and cowardly op-

ponents, about a dozen of us quietly got ourselves

sworn in as "special constables" so that we could

deal with the cowardly fanatics as they deserved

in case they showed their teeth. When the hour

for the lecture came the large hall was packed-

all eager with expectation and interest as to what

might happen, with a score or two there deter-

mined to disturb and break up the meeting. The

lecturer proceeded, and after we had ejected four or

five of these red-hot religionists who could not keep

quiet, the rest, considering discretion their best

card under the circumstances, either stalked out or

remained peaceable.

Hall from the Mayor for the three evenings men-

tioned, taking the precaution to make a written

contract with him and to pay for the same in

advance. I then issued advertisements in the

local papers and by posted bills announcing the

lectures, the subjects of which were to be as fol-

lows :-first night, "Evolution vs. Creation" ; sec-

ond night, "What Liberalism offers as a Substi-

tute for Christianity"; third night, "Fallacies and

Assumptions of Theologians regarding the Bible

and Christianity." The clergy were invited and

were promised ample opportunity to reply after

each lecture. But no sooner were our advertise-

ments issued than the bigots of the town were up

in arms to prevent the lectures. The town Coun-

cil, in total disregard of the mayor's contract,

voted that the town hall should be shut against us.

The mayor, who was the leading lawyer of the

town, was, ex officio, chairman of the Council; and

he at once advised me of the adverse decision, and

urged that I try andprocure another hall to avoid

trouble and further conflict between him and the

rest of the Council, promising, however, to open

the town hall for us in case we failed in securing

another suitable place for the lectures. Mean-

while we circulated a petition through the town

asking the Council to reconsider their prohibitory

resolution and peaceably give us the use of the

hall according to contract. This petition was

signed by a majority of the leading business and

professional men of Napanee and was duly pre-

sented to the Council by the mayor himself. A

counter petition from the Y. M. C. As., but poorly

supported, was also presented. The majority of

the Council, however, remained incorrigible, ig-

nored our petition, and re-affirmed their first reso-

lution that we should not occupy the hall for our

lectures. Failing to get another suitable hall the

mayor, at this juncture, reiterated his promise to

order the hall opened to us when the evening

arrived for lecture. I then addressed a letter

to the Council and the public through the local

papers (two of which were against the bigoted

action of the Council and one in their favor), ad-

vising them that we would firmly adhere to our

contract with the mayor and that the lectures

would certainly come off as announced. By this

time the excitement not only in the town but

throughout the surrounding country was at fever

heat, and the general feeling, especially in the

town, was against the narrow and pusillanimous

action of the town Council. At length the memo-

rable evening for the first lecture arrived, and

long before the hour of opening a dense throng of

hundreds from town and country filled the market

square in front of the town hall. Mr. Underwood

had arrived during the day in good order and

ready to diffuse the new light of Science and Secu-

larism to all and sundry who cared to hear. As

the time for opening approached, the police of the

town accompanied by a squad of the Council, and

under its direction, took possession of the en-

trance to the hall completely barricading the door.

The interest now became intense. No prohibitory,

municipal, legislative, or parliamentary election

ever awakened such interest or produced such ex-

citement in the town of Napanee before. The

hour for opening having arrived we made our

way through the throng to the hall door, and

exhibiting our written contract with the mayor

for the use of the hall that and the succeeding two

Ihavebeen requested to furnish a general and

accurate account of the now historico-legal "Napa-

nee Town Hall Case" for the columns of the

Index, as such an account has never yet, I believe,

beenfurnished your readers.

In the autumn of 1874, having been for some

years previously, with pen and otherwise, prepar-

ing the minds of friends and neighbors somewhat

for the reception of new light on Secular ques-

tions and broader views of mental liberty and

freedom of speech, I addressed an invitation to

Mr. B. F. Underwood of Massachusetts (U.S.) to

come toNapanee and give a course of lectures on

the liberal questions of the day. Mr. Underwood,

whowas then occupying most of his time in the

lecture field, and whom I regarded as the ablest

exponent of Secularism or Scientific Materialism

then on theplatform inAmerica, readily consented

to come over the lake, make our acquaintance, and

inaugurate liberal lectures in Canada. Having

arranged with Mr. U. for a course of three lectures

for the 15th, 16th, and 17th of September (1874),

with the hearty co-operation and assistance of a

few stanch friends I proceeded to make the nec-

essary arrangements. I leased the Napanee Town

*From preface to the 1873 edition of Modern Painters

(limitedto one thousand copies, and certifiedbyMr. Rus-

kin's own signature).

Barring this disturbance by a few, this first

lecture was listened to attentively; but was re-

ceived for the most part in stoical silence without

the outward expression of either approval or disap-

proval. The physiognomical observer of faces,

however, could see that a majority were more

than interested-they were pleased,-thebraced-up

rigidity for the occasion was seen to be surely

relaxing under the courteous bearing and cogent

reasoning of the lecturer. They feared to ap-

plaud the unpopular "infidel," but evidently rel-

ished the substantial intellectual food he offered

them. At the conclusion, however, led by the

few warm friends of the lecturer, there was a good

round of applause.

Thus ended the first free thought lecture ever

given in Canada. Everybody now breathed easier ,

and the popular pulse was rapidly sinking to the

normal standard. The second evening the hall

was again full of a better class of people, includ-

ing a few ladies, and nearly all listened attentively

and respectfully without interruption. The last

night also witnessed an increasingly large and still

higher-class audience of intelligent and deeply

interested listeners, including quite a sprinkling of

ladies; and it had already become apparent that

the "infidel lecturer" had, by his gentlemanly de-

meanor, scholarship and forensic ability, already,

in great measure, disarmed malice and made a

generally good impression. A few no doubt still

thirsted for the godless lecturer's blood and for

ours as well; but with the great majority of the

hundreds who for the first time heard their tradi-

nights I demanded admittance thereto. The❘tional beliefs brought in question and their cher-

tomayor, who had given orders to the janitor

open the hall, was not present to contend further

with the Council and constabulary. Our de-

mand for admittance was met with a dogged

refusal ; and after some parley I distinctly in-

formed this fossil obstruction to our way that if

ished dogmas refuted, the bitter animosity was

obviously vanishing. An interesting and amusing

episode occurred the second evening. At the

conclusion of the lecture, in response to an invita-

tion from the platform to any person, especially

the clergy, who wished to reply, a Methodist min-
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ister near the door came to his feet, and with a

great profusion of grotesque gesticulation and

inflated flourish opened a very animated fusillade

of personal squibs and irrelevant shots at the pro-

verbial "man of straw." Mr. Underwood, in

rejoinder, so dexterously pricked the gas-bag, and

the collapse was so complete, that the audience

couldnot withhold a rousing cheer for the agnostic

polemic. Thus did this initial course of Liberal

lectures in Canada finally turn out eminently suc-

cessful. Considering thebitterness of the struggle

-fierce and bitter on one side but firm and un-

compromising on the other-it is a marvel that

no blood was spilled. A few liberal friends were

present at the lectures from a distance to cheer

and encourage our own little band by their pres-

ence and sympathy.

We bade Mr. Underwood a warm good-by,

being determined to soon again renew the ac-

quaintance so pleasantly and profitably begun

(though in the midst of battle), which we soon

after did in another course of five lectures .

Our next step now was to carry out our promise

to the "fossil blockade" to prosecute them for

damages. We accordingly entered an action

against the town of Napanee for $200.00 damages

for violation of contract. This case ("Pringle vs.

The Town of Napanee") which lingered in the

Canadian Courts for four years, with varying ver-

dicts, was finally decided against us on the strength

of an old English statute which, though practi-

cally quite obsolete, yet, unfortunately, still re-

mained unrepealed on the statute books. I have

not space here to follow in detail the long course

of litigation, which has assumed an historical as

well as legal importance in the Law Reports of

this country. But although we were technically

defeated in the courts, we assuredly achieved a

great secular and moralvictory. The case, being

unique, awakened interest throughout the whole

country, as far east even as New Brunswick where

the matter was discussed in the press. The

judges who tried the case from time to time, es-

pecially the High-Court Judges, were unmistaka-

Our
bly in sympathy with our side of the case.

cause they felt to be just, but they were obliged

to administer the law as they found it and decide

againstus. Iquote below briefly from two of the

judgments of the High Courts :-

"If the lecturer used arguments which he in

good faith believed to be legitimate and well-

founded, if he indulged in no malicious attacks

upon sacred persons or subjects, if there were no

malicious or wilful attempts springing from pure

wickedness to mislead the minds of hearers and

lessen their reverence for God and Christianity, I

should not, but for the expressions used by the

learned Judge of the Exchequer, have thought

that a lecturer was committing an act per se un-

lawful. However erroneous the opinions of Under-

wood may be, there is no ground upon the evi-

dence of imputing to him any wicked or malicious

motives. There is no reason to doubt that he was

advocating doctrines which he himself, however

mistakenly, believes ."

Further as to Plaintiff :-"The evidence satis-

fied me that the plaintiff made every reasonable

exertion to get another hall, and that the only one

suitable for his purpose which he could procure

was Music Hall, and that he could not get it for

a lower sum than one hundred and twenty-five

dollars. I find that he acted reasonably and

fairly."

the threshold of great discoveries in Nature, and

that itwould never do to muzzle those people who

wereengaged in such investigations,because their

discoveries did not agree exactly with the precon-

ceived notions of some so-called religionists."

From the above extracts it is very easy to see

what the verdict of judges so liberal and enlight-

ened wouldhave been in the Napanee Town Hall

Casehad they not been tied down to old laws of

which they did not approve.

SELBY, LENNOX CO. ONT.

ALLEN PRINGLE.

OUR KITH AND KIN.

There is a story widely current among men

to-day that a little Hebrew, of mean appearance,

but dauntless zeal, once stood on Mars' Hill, and

declared to unbelieving Greeks that God "Hath

made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell

onall theface of the earth." That such a state-

ment should have been received with scorn by the

Greeks goes almost without saying, because they

could not conceive of their cultured nation being

of the same blood as the "outer barbarians." So

the "apostle to the Gentiles" found but little favor

with the worshippers of the "unknown God."

Yet the teachings of Paul in that day were

scarcely more abhorrent to the cultured than are

the teachings of science to-day to the "orthodox" ;

for, while the proselyting Hebrew simply taught

the brotherhood of man and the fatherhood of his

God, science to-day teaches the universal kinship

of all organic life, and says, in words that cannot

be mistaken, that time hath woven in one loom

all forms of life on the bosom of mother earth,

whence all came, and to whom all must return .

How all life is related in an endless chain is one

of the most fascinating studies any one can pur-

sue; for it opens the most unexpected relation-

ships, and reveals wonders such as ancient folk-lore

never touched.

Take, for instance, the common red clover. No

one would suppose for an instant that human sym-

pathy and the love of poor people for the animal

world had anything to do with its growth. Yet

science teaches us that this is so ; for the red clover

is fertilized by the humble-bee, which, having a

longer proboscis than the hive-bee,can reach down

to where the nectar lies buried in the mase clover's

heart ; after which it flies to another clover, a

female, bearing on its wings and body the pollen

of the male, which is thus transferred to the

other. And the clover obeys the law of increase,

so that cattle grow fat, and farmers' hearts are

gladdened thereby.

The fertility or sterility of the red clover de-

pends then upon the numbers of the humble-bees,

and their number is regulated by the number of

field mice ; for the mice are fond of honey, and

prey on the stores of the bee. Therefore, if mice

increased inordinately, the bees would infallibly

perish, and with them the red clover, as the fertili-

zation of the clover by the wind or by other insects

would prove a very uncertain matter, and its

chances for life would be small.

Now, the number of mice in any cultivated

district depends upon the number of cats kept in

that locality ; for the number of mice is inversely

proportioned to the number of cats. The more

cats, the fewer mice; the fewer cats, the more

mice, the fewer bees; the less clover. That is a

simple proposition, and it is an equally simple

one that the number of cats in a community is

At the final hearing of the case before Chief | regulated by the sympathies of the people : for, if

Justice Harrison and Justice Armour, the latter

remarked that "if Christianity were true there

could no possible harm be done by discussing its

doctrines, and in this age we were standing upon

people are small-souled and penurious, cats are

reduced to a minimum; but, if children are

numerous and hearts are tender, there is sure to

beplentyof cats, and so the red clover is compar-

❘atively safe. And the case seems very clear that

the perpetuation of the clover and the moral sen-

timents of the community are related to each

other by a very simple chain of cause and effect.

Hence, we begin to realize, as we think of it, that

not only aremen and nations related toeach other,

but all life on the globeform "Parts of one stupen-

dous whole."

In whatever direction one turns, this same

relationship appears; and Iremember the surprise

with which some simple, kindly friends of mine

saw a bat's wing, as it seemed, for the first time,

though, in reality, they had known and dreaded

bats all their lives. It was on Falkner's Island, a

little four-acre oasis in Long Island Sound, where

I was passing the sunny summer days, with the

wonders of sea and sky, of air and rocky islet, to

fill the flying hours. I had caught a bat; and,

after ending its savage misery, I proceeded to

spread it out,and open its mysteries to my friends.

And with what voiceless surprise they saw that it

had five fingers on its hand !-that the thin mem-

brane of which its wings were composed was

spread out over its elongated fingers; and so much

of human plan and purpose, so much of visible

relationship was there in this hideous visitor that

there was something "uncanny" in it, especially

to people who had been born and bredwhere the

Mosaic cosmogony had to be accepted under

dreadful penalties,-for the Pentateuch explains

nothing, while it tells everything.

But, if the wing of a bat were a mystery, how

much greater the mystery when we discover that

the fin of a porpoise, the flapper of a seal, the

leg of a horse, and the arm of a man are all built

on the same plan,-that the five fingers and five

toes seem to have belonged to a vast armyof our

most distant kin; and we feel a sense of awe creep-

ing over us, as this relationship becomes clearer

and clearer, as it ever does, through patient study.

The five fingers of the porpoise are only revealed

when the knife has cleared away the black skin.

The five toes of the horse have been reduced to

one great toe, with its armature of toe-nail, which

we call the hoof ; yet the rudiments of the earlier

form still linger in the bones of our existing

horse, and the occasional birth of a three toed

horse shows only a reversion to an early type,

which we could readily accept, even if Prof.

Marsh had never found the fossil bones of the

three-toed hippus that once roamed our own land,

long ages before the Spaniard brought our mod-

ern species to repopulate the western plains with

wild horses !

Strange are the revelations of science, and

passing strange that theyhave come to dwell with

only a small class; yet every man and woman

should be scientific in their thinking, and seek for

the cause of every effect, and the effect of every

cause, that come into their daily lives. We have

come to associate science with retorts and cruci-

bles, microscopes and telescopes ; with "Lang neb-

bit words" and high sounding jargon, which

make us fear its very name, even though it is

ever calling us to come up higher. But a knowl-

edge of the relationship of life to life through the

endless chain that reaches into the infinite would

make us better men and women; and as we

watch, in our daily lives, the affection of a dog for

his master, the jealousy of a parrot of its mistress,

the overbearing tyranny of an English sparrow

to its poor rivals in the struggle for existence,

and the grim savagery of a child torturing flies in

a sunny home, we would learn to trace our rela-

tionship so far that we would be kind to every

living thing that shares with us the breath of

life. Then, a scientific knowledge will set us free

from the vile superstitions that have cursed the
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world for weary centuries ; and we will come to

realize the deep truth hidden in the words of the

Christ of India, centuries before the babe of Beth-

lehem had been born :-

"Pity and need

Make all filesh kin. There is no caste inblood,

Which runneth of one hue, nor caste in tears,

Which trickle salt with all."

PETER ANNET.

MR. SAVAGE ON MAN AND ANIMALS.

In a recent sermon on "Evolution and Immor-

tality," Rev. M. J. Savage says that there are those

who"tell us that, when once wehave granted the

fact that man is derived by natural descent from

animal forms, we are found logically to accept

one of two positions,-either that all the animals

are also immortal in their nature, or else that man

who is naturallyderived from them is not." Mr.

Savage does not think that there is any logical

necessity for this alternative, because man differs

from animals, he says, in one "significant particu-

lar." "Man has developed aconscious personality,

which we look on as the essence of that which we

call soul; and there is not, so far as Iam aware,

anyproof that any animal, however sagacious, how-

ever highly developed, has ever attained anything

even approaching to this."

the doctrine of the natural immortality of animals ;

andhis generous and kindly nature prompts him

to declare that it would be a great delight if he

"could hold that faith of the simple Indian, as

Alexander Pope pictures him, dreaming of that

faroff future when his faithfuldog shall bear him

company. " He adds : "I have known many a

dog, many ahorse, that seemed to me, if goodness

and service and meritare to come into this discus-

sion, to deserve continued existence much more

than many aman I have known. And, if I could

have my choice as to future company, I would

gladly leaveoutsome of the men I have met, and

take some of the animals in their place." Evi-

dently, Mr. Savage's heart is right : it is his logic

only that is at fault, else he would not, while

holding that man has been developed from ani-

mals, assume that there is an essential quality in

the former to which nothing attainedby the latter

even approaches, and at the same time admit that

in goodness and service and merit and companion-

able qualities some animals are superior to some

men, and that he would prefer them for "future

company."

Wedo not see how man can be derived from the

animals and yet have any quality or characteristic

which "no animal ever attained anything even ap-

proaching to." If the conscious personality has

been "developed" from the lowest psychical condi-

tions, it is the product of innumerable modifica-

tions of pre-existing forms and modes of intelli-

gence. If in the animal there is andwas nothing

approaching to conscious personality, then the

change from the animal to the man was no devel-

opment at all, but a leap from one to another

mode ofbeing, involving the appearance of a creat-

urehaving an essential element not possessed by

the animals and not the product of progressive

changes in animal life. But this idea is inconsis-

tent with the theory of natural descent and with

that principle of continuity which is fundamental

in evolution. We do not think that the logic of

those who say that, if man is derived from the

animals, the animals are immortal or else man is

not, is touched by Mr. Savage's statement. Only

upon the hypothesis that all life is immortal, it

seems to us, is there any possible reconciliation

between the doctrine of natural descent and the

doctrine of immortality.

There is, so far as we can see, no logical connec-

tion between the fact of self-consciousness and the

doctrine of immortality. Are we warranted in

assuming that the animals have nothing approach-

ing self-consciousness ? "Can we feel sure," Mr.

Darwin asks, "that an old dog with an excellent

memory and some power of imagination, as shown

byhis dreams, never reflects on his past pleasures

in the chase ? And this would be a form of self-

consciousness. On the other hand, as Büchner has

remarked, how little can the hard-worked wife of

a degraded Australian savage, who uses hardly

any abstract words and cannot count above four,

exert her self-consciousness or reflect on the nature

of her own existence ! That animals retain their

mental individuality is unquestionable. When my

voice awaked a train of old associations in the

mind of the above-mentioned dog, he must have

retained his mental individuality, although every

atom of his brain had probablyundergone change

more thanonce during the interval of five years.

This dog might have brought forward the argu-

ment lately advanced to crush all evolutionists,

and said, 'I abide amid all mental moods and all

material changes. "

Mr. Savage says that he has no prejudice against

"This pleasing hope, this fond desire, this long-

ing after immortality," will probably never be

extinguished from the mind and heart of man,

and it inay have a solid basis; but no good can

result from adducing in its support arguments

which are without substantial foundation in fact

or reason.

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

"SCIENCE," says a writer in Knowledge, "regards

the whole ofNature as an open 'secret.' To aid in

exploring its arcana and unravelling its intricacies,

all her sons are invited. The intervention of priest

or high priest is superfluous. No sanctum sancto-

rum is acknowledged, with entrance granted only

to a favored few. All workers are welcome, and

none who honestly labor are sent empty away."

OF Hon. Charles W. Slack, the Boston col-

lector of internal revenue, who died of pneumonia

last Saturday, at the age of sixty, the Springfield

Republican says :-

to offer ?" Liberals generally may answer : What

we "inveigh against" is theological creeds,which

are an insult to human reason, and the expendi-

ture of time, money, and misdirected moral en-

thusiasm in supporting them, when they retard

progress in a thousand ways. We do not "inveigh

against" the moral teachings of the Church, which,

however, did not originate with and are not the

exclusive possession of the Church, and which do

not justify or excuse her in perpetuating error.

The benevolent and charitable work of the Church

is commendable,but not more so than that of un-

ecclesiastical and untheological organizations de-

voted to humane and philanthropic objects. Lib-

erals generally are disinclined to unite simply on

the basis of their dissent from church creeds, and

hence general organization among them on a large

scale is hardly practicable. But is it presumed

that theydo less for practical moral reform than

the samenumber in the Church ? Because, for in-

stance, they do not as a sect carry on philanthropic

work, is it any reason for doubting that they do

their part of this work through organizations

formed for this purpose or privately? Does not

the Church even derive a large part of the money

it uses for philanthropic purposes from those who

are outside of the churches, and many of whom

are Liberals ? Liberals may continue to criticise

church creeds and to show their preference for

modern rational thought, working at the same

time for reforms which the Church opposes, and

still not be behind the members of the Church in

practical, humanitarian work, even though they do

not choose to become a sect.

MR. FRANCES E. ABBOT, it is safe to say, will

not, because he cannot accept the terms of fellow-

ship offered by the Unitarian Conference, have to

"walk alone." Giving Unitarians full credit for

being advanced in thought beyond other Christian

sects and for doing needed and valuable work,

still we must remember that the membership of

Unitarianism is not large, and that the Liberals

included in its fellowship are but few compared

with those who are not and never have been con-

nected with any Unitarian church, are in noway

committed to any theological creed, and are yet

bound together in a fellowship of thought and

spirit, without articles of agreement or any writ-

ten "terms" whatever. This large and increasing

class of liberal thinkers is composed of seceders

from all the sects, and of men and women who

have never belonged to any of them. Without

any general organization, their influence is pro-

found and far-reaching ; and they are modifying

and shaping the thought of the civilized world.

Conspicuous among them are the names of Hum-

boldt and Haeckel, of Mill and Lewes, of Darwin

and Spencer, of Harriet Martineau, George Eliot,

George Sand, Lydia Maria Child, Frances Power

Cobbe, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, of Parker

and Emerson, of Wasson and Higginson, of Inger-

soll and Bradlaugh,-persons who, whatever their

differences of views and methods, all recognize the

authority of reason over theological creeds, and

contribute to the advancement of intellectual free-

dom. In these days, no liberal thinker need

"walk alone." If he wishes social intercourse in

addition to that afforded by society in general, he

may find if in scientific, literary, reform or merely

social clubs and associations in almost every com-

munity. Even though excluded from the churches

by their absurd creeds and silly ceremonies, outside

of them he maycommune with the great minds of

the world, and findcompanionship among indepen-

dent spirits and opportunities for usefulness by

unsectarian methods. No soldier in the grand

army of progress can "walk alone," or help feeling

the elbow touch ofbrave and noble comrades.

After graduating from the Eliot School in Boston,

young Slack became a thorough printer through

eight years' service on the Boston Journal, then

went into the job printing business, and in 1864

began to publish the weekly Commonwealth news-

paper, which had been established two years before.

The Commonwealth used to have a considerable audi-

ence, and when edited by Moncure D. Conway was

a powerful sheet; but its circulation has not been

great of late years, and it represented a type of poli-

tics that is fading away. Mr. Slack did good work

in the early days of the abolition movement, and his

service in politics was well rewarded. For three

years from 1861, he was assistant cashier in the Bos-

ton custom-house, and in 1869 was made collector of

internal revenue, a place worth $4,500 a year. He

was efficient as an official, and also as a partisan in

the Commonwealth and outside of its columns. As

a man, he was courteous and agreeable, holding

many friends. The change in the national adminis-

trationhad an interesting and mollifying effect upon

Collector Slack's extreme views, and his charity was

large enough to recognize the good things which

President Cleveland has been doing. Collector

Slack leaves a widow, daughter, and son, the latter

an internal revenue weigher andgauger.

"THE liberalists who stand outside of the

Church," says the Christian Register, "are con-

stantly inveighing against its existence; but the

Church maywell ask,Whatbetter fruit have you
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A Study of Primitive Christianity.

BY LEWIS G. JANES .

VIII.

THE CHURCH IN THE APOSTOLIC AGE.

Duration and General Characteristics of the

Period.

The apostolic period in the history of the Chris-

tian Church is commonly reckoned to extend from

the death of Jesus to the end of the first Christian

century. During the early portion of this period,

as we have seen, a new element was introduced

into the Christian faith, the element of univer-

salism, as distinguished from the narrower Hebra-

ism of the Judaizing followers of Peter and the

original Galilean apostles. Doubtless, this feature

may be shown to have a natural relationship and

correspondence with much that had been latent in

the thought of Jesus; but, if the propagation of

the new doctrine had been left entirely with his

personal followers and disciples, it is doubtful

whether Christianity would ever have become

more than an insignificant Jewish sect, which

would have ceased to exist when the popular

expectation of the immediate coming of the

heavenly kingdom had succumbed to the chill of

wearywaiting and successive disappointments.

The history of the growing faith, from the time

of Paul to its final secular triumph and recogni-

tion by Constantine, is the history of the contin-

ued conflict and final reconciliation of its Pauline

and Judaistic elements; of the rise of Gnosticism

and the conflict with this and other so-called

"heresies " ; † of the development of its Christology

*The necessary limitations of these papers will prevent

astrictly chronological treatment of the history of the

early Church. It willbe our aim, however, to deviate

from this method only when the requirements of a concise

topical consideration of certain branches of our subject

render such deviations inevitable.

and dogmatic theology, culminating in the deifica-

tion of Jesus ; and of the evolution of the forms

and ceremonies which ultimately constituted the

ritual and sacraments of the Christian Church.

Unless the circumstances and consequences of the

conflict between the Hebrew and the Hellenic or

Gentile parties are kept constantly in mind, the

student of this intermediate phase of the develop-

ment of the new religion will miss much of the

significance of the leading features in its history.

The mediation between these two parties was

finally effected through the influence of the Alex-

andrian philosophy of Philo, the original purpose

of which, in its ante-Christian phases, as we have

seen, was to demonstrate the harmony of Platon-

ism and Orientalism with the Mosaic law. It

was, therefore, the natural mediator between these

diverse elements in Christianity. The documen-

tary evidences of this reconciliation are found in

the Acts of the Apostles, the tendency of which is

toward a modified Paulinism, in the non-Pauline

Epistle to the Hebrews, in the Epistle of Barnabas,

preserved to us among the so-called apocryphal

writings, and other documents of like character.

The chief witness on behalf of Paulinism is the

great apostle himself, as represented in his authen-

tic writings. The opposite side of the controversy

is presented in the Epistle of James and the

Apocalypse; in the writings generally of the early

Fathers of the Church, and particularly in the

pseudo-Clementine Homilies, to which we shall

have occasion to refer hereafter. The final tri-

umph of the Alexandrianmediation is attestedby

the reception of the Logos epic as authoritative

scripture in the latter part of the second century.

Early Rites and Ceremonies : Baptism.

With the final accomplishment of the reconcil-

iation through the deification of Jesus, the rites

and sacraments of the Church, which had grad-

ually taken form after the subversion of the more

marked Judaizing features of apostolic Christi-

anity, were elevated into greater prominence. It

is our purpose now to trace the natural origin

and development of some of these ceremonies .

The rite of baptism early came to be regarded as

the chief symbol and sacrament of the Christian

faith, assuming an importance and significance

akin to circumcision in the ordinances of Judaism .

Baptism was probably adopted by the Jews from

Persian or Chaldean sources,† and was adminis-

tered by such pre-Christian sects as the Essenes

and the disciples of John. In its original Jewish

form, it differed little,save in its symbolical sig-

nification, from an ordinary bath. It was intended

both to secure bodily cleanliness and to symbolize

at the same time the removal of the stains of sin

from the soul. Among the Jews and early Chris-

tians of Palestine, those submitting to this rite

came down to some convenient place by the side

of the Jordan River, sometimes singly, but oftener

in families, and having completely disrobed, as is

not unfrequently the public and promiscuous cus-

tom in Eastern countries, even at the present day,

they plunged into the river, and entirely sub-

merged themselves in its waters.

In its earliest Christian phase, baptism was only

administered as a sign of voluntary repentance

and admission to the membership of the Christian

community. It was not administered to children

or to those of any age who were born into the new

faith. With the decline of Judaistic tendencies

among the early Christians, however, baptism

came to be deemed an essential symbol of the

Christian religion, and was therefore thencefor-

The word "heresy" (Gr. αίρεσις) had originally no op-

probrious signification, but meant simply the "choice"

or "accepted belief" of an opposing controversialist. In

Greek philosophical writings, it was sometimes used to

designate a philosophical principle or a particular sect or

school of philosophy.

*See Lecture II.

† The name "Sabean," often applied to the ancient Per-

sians and Chaldeans, means, simply, "the immerser" or

"the washer"; and ceremonial ablution was an important

rite of the Zoroastrian and Magian religions .

ward administered to all adult believers in con-

nection with a public profession of their faith.

The earliest baptismal formula in use among the

Palestinian Christians was, "I immerse you into

the name of the Lord Jesus." The familiar trin-

itarian recognition of the "Father, Son, and

Holy Spirit" did not come into use before the sec-

ond century. The Greek word (βαπτίζω), which

the translators of the New Testament have appro-

priated without translating, means simply and uni-

formly "to immerse." This was unquestionably

the original form of the rite. In localities where

the facilities for complete immersion were want-

ing, however, there seems to have been an occa-

sional substitution, at a very early day, of the

shower-bath,-not a mere sprinkling, as in later

times, but the use of a sufficient quantity of water

to envelop the entire person. In its earliest

Christian phase, baptism appears to havebeen re-

garded as a symbol not only of spiritual purifica

tion,but also of the resurrection. The sins of the

flesh were washed away, the "carnal body" was

buried beneath the waters, and rose from them

into the new life of the spiritual man. AsChris-

tianity assimilated Gentile converts, and advanced

westward to cooler climates, and especially to

Rome, where the people were familiar with the

ceremony of lustration, the rite lost more and more

its primitive character. At last, the idea of physi-

cal cleanliness remainedwholly in abeyance; and

it retained only its spiritual and symbolical sig-

nification. It was not, however, until long after

the Christianization of the Roman Empire that

"sprinkling" was generally substituted for immer-

sion . †

Subsequent to the early part of the second cen-

tury, after the organization of the Christian con-

gregations hadbeen perfected, and the three orders

of deacons, presbyters, and bishops were fully rec-

ognized, the rite of baptism could be adminis-

tered only by the bishop or presiding elder of the

church . Usually there was but one place for bap-

tism in each town or city, and that was never in

a church. There was but one time for the admin-

istration of the rite in every year,-the period be.

tween Easter and Pentecost. Baptism was always

administered at midnight, and never in public. In

an outer chamber, the converts, of either sex, dis-

robed to but a single garment, and, turning toward

the region of the sunset, uttered together a defi

ance of the evil one, saying, "I renounce thee,

Satan, and all thy works, all thypomp, and all thy

service. " They then turned toward the east, and

by the utterance of an appropriate verbal formula

recognized the essential doctrines of the Christian
faith. Passing into an inner chamber, in the pres-

ence of a deacon or deaconess, the entire company

disrobed completely, and stood up naked to be

questioned by the bishop. Satisfactory answers

having been given, their bare limbs and bodies

were rubbed with oil from head to foot. They

then plunged into the water, were again anointed

after emerging from it, were clothed in white

gowns symbolical of their purification, and re-

ceived the "kiss of peace" from the bishop and a

taste of milk and honey. They afterwards recog-

nized their new communion by repeating for the

first time the Lord's Prayer.‡

*See the Teaching of the Twelve Apostles, where this

form of the rite is expressly authorized It is noteworthy,
however, that the substitute is not called "baptism" (im-

mersion), but simply "pouring."

In a like manner, the sacrificial rite among the Zoroas-

trians degenerated into a mere symbolical presentation of

asingle hair of a heifer in the presence of the sacredflame
instead of the immolation of the entire animal. TheEast-

ernChurchstill recognizes immersion as the proper form

of the baptismal ceremony.

For this account of the origin and earliest formofthe

baptismal ceremony, reliance has been placed, in themain,
uponthe interesting testimony ofDean Stanley in Chris-

tian Institutions . Care has been taken, however, to make

comparison with other reliable authorities.
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before around the sides of the room, to partake of

the agape, or "love feast." * This prototype of

the sacrament of the eucharist was originally

munal character, to which each contributed a por-

tion offood as to a picnic. Bread and wine were

Many of the leading features of this ceremonial

were evidently of Eastern and probably of Persian

origin. Our modern sticklers for "immersion"

wouldhardly advocate the adoption of the original | merely a commemorative social meal of a com-

custom in its entirety. With the lapse of time,

manychanges have affected the administration of

this rite. Amagical efficacy came to be assigned | essential elements in this pleasant social repast ;

to it at an early day; and even infants were re-

garded as doomed to eternal misery, if dying un-

baptized. To forestall this doom, the rite was

sometimes administered to them with most un-

seemly haste. At the present time,instead of the

complete bath, we have usually the substitute of

sprinkling with a few drops of water. Instead of

anointing the entire body with oil, we have the

application ofa few drops only, as in the Catholic

ceremonial, or the total disuse of inunction, as in

nearly all the Protestant sects. Instead of the

bishop alone, any clergyman may administer the

rite. Instead of making adults the only recipients

of it, as in the earliest times, it is now usually ad-

ministered in childhood. In regard to this and

to other ritualistic observances, however, we of

the liberal faith will doubtless agree that letter

and form profit little, and that a custom which

has come to be regarded as a magical rite rather

than a natural symbol of spiritual purification is

better honored in the breach than in the observ-

ance.

Religious Services : The Lord's Day.

The earliest Christian congregations had no

church-buildings or houses devoted exclusively to

religious assemblies. Meetings for worship were

commonly held in private dwellings. The usual

and most convenient room for the assembly was

the triclinium, or large dining-hall, found in nearly

every house of the Roman period. Around this

room were arranged cushions or low divans, upon

which the worshippers sat or reclined during the

reading of the Scriptures the Old Testament only

-and the formal address or exhortation. A

raised seat at one end of the room, the cathedra,

or chair, was occupied by the reader or minister.

The custom of meeting on the "Lord's day," or

first day of the week, for religious services and

social converse, is of early origin, dating from

the apostolic period. At this time, however, the

day had acquired none of the peculiar sanctity

attaching to the Jewish Sabbath, and was never,

as in later times, confounded with it. The

seventh day was still observed, according to the

mandates of the law, by the Jewish Christians.

The earliest Christian writers outside the limited

circle of the Nazarenes, who compare the two

days, regard the Lord's day, not as a continuance

of the Sabbath, but as an institution of an essen-

tially different character. Christianity, according

to their view, abrogated the Hebrew command-

ments. Owing to its principle of universalism,

it regarded all places as alike sacred and all days

as alike holy and dedicated to the service of God.

Ignatius of Antioch contrasted the Lord's day

with the Sabbath as something done away with.

Justin Martyr says that Christianity requires, not

one particular Sabbath, but a perpetual Sabbath.

The Christians were regarded as atheists by their

enemies, because they had no temples, no images,

no altars, no festivals, no holy days. The nature

of their baptismal ceremony and the privacy of

their meetings threw an air of secrecy and con-

cealment around their religion, which caused it to

be viewed with distrust and suspicion by intelli-

gent adherents of the older faiths.

The Agape, or “ Love Feast,”—Forerunner of

the Eucharist.

In the same room, the triclinium, after sunset,

the congregation again gathered, reclining as

but other articles of food, particularly fish, which

accompanied bread in the ancient meal as com-

monly as cheese or butter does with us, were usu-

ally present. The poor, who were unable to con-

tribute to the repast, were always welcome to

partake with the others. This common meal was

doubtless a survival of the simple communism of

Jesus and the apostles. In the "paschal feast"

or "last supper" of the Master with his disciples,

which this repast was intended to commemorate,

the wine was doubtless served in large bowls, and

mixed with water, as was the universal custom of

the time. The bread was the unleavened bread

of the passover, and fish and perhaps other simple

articles of food were doubtless present.

At the conclusion of the "love feast" as well as

at the breaking up of the earlier meetings, the

company parted, exchanging the "kiss of peace."

In some congregations, this interchange of saluta-

tions was confined to those of the same sex ; in

others, no distinction was observed. We have

numerous evidences in the New Testament Epis-

tles and writings of the Fathers that these social

repasts, at first held daily, not unfrequently became

scenes of boisterous revelry and undue license.‡

These abuses brought upon the churches the con-

demnation of the apostles, and doubtless operated

to lessen the frequency of the communal meals,

which ultimately degenerated into the monthly

celebration of the eucharist. With the common

acceptance of the conception of Christ as the

paschal lamb,-the sacrifice substituted for the

offering of the Jewish passover,-a conception

which, though suggested by Paul, we first find

fully developed in the Fourth Gospel, the com-

memorative repast took on a new and more solemn

character. From the Oriental and symbolical

expressions of Jesus,-"This is my body," "This

is my blood," the bald literalism of the scholastic

theologians subsequently developed the dogmas

of transubstantiation and consubstantiation, giv-

ing rise to that notable metaphysical controversy

which in after generations distracted and divided

the Christian Church. As in the case of baptism,

wehave in the modern ceremony of the commun-

ion an instance of degeneration, transfiguration,

and survival, accompanied by the assumption of

a magical efficacy as pertaining to the rite, which

leaves it with but little resemblance either in

form or idea to the primitive custom of the apos

tolic age.

Origin of the Priesthood : Clerical Orders.

"In the first beginning of Christianity, " says

Dean Stanley, "there was no such institution as

the clergy. " The earliest Christian communities

were not organized with any view to permanence.

Believing in the near approach of the revolution

which would substitute a new and divine social

order for that then existing, the converts came

together naturally for mutual sympathy and en-

couragement, with few of the formalities of an

established religious organization. The ecclesia, §

or church, was thus in its earliest form merely a

communal assembly of believers. Such was the

essential character of the apostolic community at

• Gr. ἀγάπη. †Gr. εὐχαριστίας, "thanksgiving."

I. Cor. xi. , 20-34.

1

Th
§Gr. ἐκκλησία, "the called," "the elect." In Athens,

this term was applied to an assembly of citizens or free-

men, summoned by the crier, for consultation upon mat-

ters of public import.

Jerusalem, and of the earliest churches founded

by Paul and his co-laborers. Their simple relig-

ious ceremonies were probably patterned upon

those of the Jewish synagogue, but were originally

less formal and elaborate than the synagogue

services.

In these primitive assemblies, the apostles and

immediate followers of Jesus at firsthad a certain

natural pre-eminence. As time passed, and the

need for a complete organization became impera-

tive, the older members of the various communi-

ties came to be looked up to for counsel and in-

struction. Each congregation finally had its coun-

cil of presbyters * or elders, and these in turn

chose one of their number as a presiding officer.

In the earliest writings of the Fathers, the terms

πρεσβύτερος, "elder," and ἐπίσκοπος, † "bishop,"

were used interchangeably, and indicated no divi-

sion of offices or functions. The term διάκονος,

or deacon, I was also used originally in precisely

the same manner as were "elder" and "bishop."

As found in the New Testament and earliest writ-

ings of the Fathers, these terms nowhere denote

the division of the clergy into distinct orders, as

in later times. Nothing like the modern episco-

pacy existed before the second century.

"The deacons," says Dean Stanley, "were the

most original of these institutions, being invented,

as it were, for the special emergency of the church

at Jerusalem. The presbyters were the 'sheikhs'

or elders, those who by seniority had reached

the first rank,-as in the Jewish synagogue. The

bishops were the same, viewed under another as-

pect,-the 'inspectors,' the 'auditors,' of the

Greek churches." § The church organization is

thus seen to have been in its inception purely

"congregational," or democratic, recognizing no

pretended authority of a priestly or magical char-

acter, such as is involved in the dogma of the

apostolic succession. Early in the second century,
the ἐπίσκοπος, or bishop, was elevated above the

elders and deacons, and concentrated many of

their former functions into his own office and per-

son. "He alone could baptize, consecrate, confirm,

ordain, marry, preach, absolve." || There thus

happened in the Christian communities what

would occur in a club or society which should

hand over the entire management of its affairs to

a committee, which in turn should abdicate in

favor of its chairman, so that he could say, "I, in

myown person, am the association."

Before the conversion of the Roman Empire,

bishops, presbyters, and deacons were chosen by

ashow ofhandsby the entire congregation. This,

however, was largely a formality, a survival of

the primitive democracy of the earliest communi-

ties, the choice having previously been agreed

upon by the council of elders. The entire pro-

ceeding was not unlike that of a ward caucus or

political convention in our American cities. After

being thus chosen, the bishops were ordained,

either by the ceremony of breathing, which sym-

bolized the transmission of the πνεῦμα, or Holy

Spirit, as in the African churches; or by lifting

up the hands in the Oriental form of benediction,

as in the Eastern or Asiatic churches ; or by

touching the dead hand of the predecessor in office,

as in the Armenian church ; or by the transmis-

sion of relics or the staff of office, as in the early

Keltic churches; or by the imposition of hands,

as in the Roman and later Protestant churches of

• Gr. πρεσβυτερος, "elder."

† Literally, an overseer or watcher.

Literally, a servant: from δία and κόνις, one who is

dustyfrom running, or one who has to do with dust and

dirt.

§ Christian Institutions ,-by Arthur Penrhyn Stanley,

Dean of Westminster, which see for an interesting ac-

count of the development of ecclesiastical ceremonies and

sacraments.

||Ibid.



500 THE INDEX APRIL 16 1885

the West. All these practices imply the survival

of superstitions and fetichistic notions which orig-

inated in the primitive barbarism and ignorance

of prehistoric times.

Growth of the Hierarchy. Importations from

Paganism.

tection. For the educated fools who prefer quacks,

nobody proposes to legislate. Let them drink the

bitter draught they pour out for themselves with

their eyes open, suffer and die: legislation cannot

help them.

The battle is really between two parties ; namely,

those who believe in laissez faire and those who

think that government-good government-should

be to some extent paternal. "Everyone for himself,

and the devil take the hindmost," is the first party's

motto. "Each for all, and all for each," might serve

for the second party. I think that the tendency of

modern thought and action leans toward the paternal

way. Even the "hang-as-they-grow" people are al-

most ashamed to repeat Cain's question nowadays ,

and prefer to pose as keepers of their brethren-after

a certain fashion !

The limits of this discussion will not permit us

to trace in detail the subsequent development and

later modifications of the Christian hierarchy.

With the establishment and temporal recognition

of the Catholic Church came the fiction of apos-

tolic succession, and the ultimate transfer to the

Bishop of Rome of the title and paraphernalia

of the emperor as Pontifex Maximus. The occa-

sion of the papal establishment in the West was

the retirement of the emperors to Constantinople,

which ultimately involved the division of the

Empire and the practical abdication on the part

of the emperors of their assumed pontifical au-

thority over the Roman Church. In the East,

the powers which inhered in the emperor as Ponti- ing attached a tail to their own name, would like to

fex Maximus were transmitted to the imperial

house of Russia, whose Czar, or Cæsar, is still the

recognized head of the Oriental Church.

Many of the forms and paraphernalia of the

Church are inheritances from the cultus and State

ceremonials of pagan Rome. The cathedral, or

church of the bishop, derives its name from the

cathedra, or simple chair, at the head of the triclin-

ium, or Roman dining-hall, where the presiding

elders of the earliest congregations were seated.

The sella gestatoria, in which the pope is borne

aloft in religious processions, is the ancient palan-

quin of Roman nobles and princes. The red

slippers which he wears are the campagines, or red

shoes, of the emperor. "The kiss," says Dean

Stanley, "which the faithful impress upon those

shoes is the descendant of the kiss first imprinted

upon the foot of the Emperor Caligula, who

imported it from Persia. The fans which go

before him are the punkahs of the Eastern empe-

rors, borrowed from Persia." * Christianity and

heathendom are brought into startling and signifi-

cant proximity in these inherited customs. On

one side of the mate to the obelisk now standing

in our Central Park-which eighteen hundred

years ago was transported from Egypt to the

Monte Citorio in Rome-is its original dedication

by the Pontifex Maximus, Augustus Cæsar, to the

sun; on the other, its re-dedication by the Pontifex

Малітus, Pius VI., to Christ,-faithful type and

symbol of the Church, in whose ritual and creed

are mingled the inherited customs and traditions

of the Aryan and the Semite, of pagan Rome

and the simple ethical monotheism of Judea.

Error and truth are both so firmly graven upon

the ecclesiastical superstructure that they together

testify to its natural growth out of the mind and

heart ofman.

CORRESPONDENCE .

MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE.

Editors of The Index :-

Somewhat crude ideas prevail on this subject.

Many people suppose that the legislation asked for

is a sort of protective tariff in the interest of regular

physicians; while the truth is that it is an effort to

shield the ignorant and unwary from being grossly

imposed on by swindlers. Quacks manufacture pa-

tients for real physicians at least as often as they

take them away. It is the illiterate patient, who not

only loses his money, but his health, that needs pro-

Mr. Underwood's article in a recent number of The

Index, saving a few misconceptions, states the case

fairly. I merely wish to allude to these, and supple-

menthis sound arguments.

Regular physicians are not allopaths any more than

they are homœopaths. This is a misnomer intention-

ally propagated byHahnemann's disciples, who, hav-

see one fastened on ours. Homœopathists call them-

selves by that name, often put it on their signs and

cards; but allopathist is only a silly nickname, repu-

diated by those to whom it is applied. Regular phy-

sicians do not confine themselves to any limited

method, but are free to employ all agencies likely to

help their patients. So that, instead of its being "the

old school" in a fossilized sense, it is really the most

progressive of all schools . Where did either chloral

and cocaine come from? Not from any of the hide-

bound medical sects, but from this same"old school."

Then, again, the word " respectable" is very elastic .

Carlyle says that in Scotland it means a man who

keeps a gig (a two-wheeled open buggy). Here, we

draw the line at the poor-house, and not always

even there. It is a notorious fact that many of the

grossest charlatans have had hosts of " respectable"

patrons. Even the "Christian Scientists"-and hope-

less idiocy could scarcely sink lower than that-are

patronized by many well-to-do persons, ordinarily

reckoned " respectable." If we wish to judge wisely,

I think we will need a better standard than "respeс-

tability" to judge by.

The question is one of law. It may not be amiss

to ask, Do lawyers allow ignorant and incompetent

persons to practise in their courts ? By no means .

The candidate for admission to the bar must first

study law, and then pass a careful examination be-

fore being allowed to practise the profession. Those

who oppose a like procedure in medicine must surely

believe that one's goods and chattels are of more im-

portance than his health or life .

As the law stands at present, any man, without

preliminary training, can assume the rôle of physi-

cian. He has only to hire a room and get a sign

painted. More than one journeyman shoemaker in

my neighborhood have transformed themselves into

physicians by this very easy process. If a landsman,

ignorant about our coast, should offer himself as a

pilot to a foreign vessel, we would call it swindling.

Aquack does the same thing. We ask government

to make all kinds of swindling unprofitable as far as

itcan.

Leaving out of question the havoc played with life

and limb by bogus practitioners, two palpably evil

results follow the present system: First, any tin-

sign "doctor," along with a confederate of the same

stamp, can sign a certificate of insanity, and send a

perfectly sane man or woman to the lunatic asylum.

In Massachusetts, we have the safeguard of an exam-

ination before certain judges (Judge of Probate, etc.)

before committal. But every one conversant with

such business knows that the main dependence is

placed on the medical certificate. The safeguards

against unjust incarceration should be increased, not

diminished. Second, any unscrupulous rascal, with

the aid of a tin sign, may pass himself off as a physi-

cian, and sell prescriptions for liquor, to be procured

at any drug-store. This has actually happened, and is

one easy way to circumvent the prohibitory law.

PROTECTION AND FREE TRADE.

Editors of The Index :-

My attention has just now been called to some

comments made by a correspondent in The Index of

Jan. 8, 1885, on a case stated by me, involving "Pro-

tection and Free Trade," made so long ago as Nov.

27, 1884. I am very sorry to say I do not see The

Index regularly. That case was this :-

"Assume that England has free trade, France a

protective tariff, that both make any one class of

goods; assume that a Frenchman makes and can

sell in his home market two, and only two, thousand

pieces of the goods at a given price; that, if he makes

three thousand pieces, he can make each of the three

thousand pieces at a lower price-say two points-

thanwhen he makes only two thousand: his selling

price at home remaining the same, he will gain four

thousand more on that home trade merely by making

the larger amount, the pieces costig him that much

less.

All that we ask is that a person shall demonstrate

his or her competence before being allowed to prac-

tise medicine, and this is no more than the civil-

service rules require of clerks and day-laborers .

SYMINGTON BROWN.

* Christian Institutions . I have found Dean Stanley to

be the most unbiassed and independent historian of the

early Church, and am mainly indebted to him for the facts

hereinpresented, though care has been taken to substan-

tiare his statements by comparison with other writers on

church history and with primitive documents now extant. April4, 1885,

"Assume that he sends the last thousand pieces to

London, and, to make a quick sale, sells them at a

loss of three points on each piece. He will lose three

thousand points on this part of his trade; but, onboth

points taken together, he gains one thousand points.

And so continuously, and on a calculation of that

profit, he repeats that operation. His neighbors do

the same, and all in every country in the same trade

follow suit. It is easy to see that the English merchant

is satisfied with this state of affairs; for he gets his

goods for less than cost, less than any one anywhere

canmake and sell all his product for. The English

working-man must compete against all these goods

sent and sold, as we have assumed, at a calculated

and intended loss balanced into a gain, on the whole,

as we have set forth above .

"Ordinarily, the English maker must also lose, and

lose till he is ruined by this mere trick of trade, this

hopeless, unjust, fatal competition, or give up his

trade, and turn to another to be attacked and ruined

in like manner in that.

"Any device to countervail this trick of trade,

blameless as the world goes, any adjustment to mod-

ify this particular kind of competition in the interest

of fair play for working-men, would seem to lie very

near the foundation of everyjust government and of

the success of every humane religion .

"This a tariff might do by making the Frenchman

pay to the English government more on each piece

than he could possibly gain by this unwholesome

'free trade' with the English merchant. This

situation has nothing in common with mediæval

tariffs: it is purely a product of modern commercial-

ism, modern free trade."

On this case, your correspondent of Jan. 8, 1885,

makes comment as follows :-

1. "Your correspondent must of course have had in

mind, though he did not formally express it, the fact

that, as such a result could only be reached when one

country already has a protective tariff, the case can

be thought of as justifying protection only as retalia-

tory, and not as a general system ."

Reply. The main fact seems conceded here that

such a result as I have pointed out could be reached

when one of two competing countries has a protec-

tive tariff. If that is conceded, then, as we cannot

control the tariff regulation of any country but our

own, it would seem the part of good sense to protect

our working-men from just "the hopeless, unjust,

fatal competition" that I have pointed out in the case

stated. It is not retaliation at all. The tariff is only

ameans of making impossible a course of unwhole.

some trade that ruins working-men, and through

them injures the country at large; while the party

that sells a portion of his goods at a loss makes

money out of the whole trade as set forth.

But the result pointed out in my first article is

reached just as surely, just as ruinously, when one of

two nations has a practical monopoly in trade growing

out of any other conditions than a tariff law. Sup-

pose England and the United States are both free-

trade countries. England has a practical monopoly

of a great trade other than that with the United

States : it grows out of her whole commercial and

colonial policy, her subsidized, untaxed steamship

lines, her established business relations all over the

world, her domestic policy favoring the lowest prices

for labor, the cheapest product, her large accumula-

tions of capital seeking investments at relatively low

rates. All these and more she has; and they consti-
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tutesuch commanding, practical advantages as against

the United States as to produce a monopoly in many

lines of trade with countries other than the United

States practically as firm, close, and reliable as the

tariff gives to France in the other illustration, so that,

although in this illustration her monopoly ofmarkets

is produced in a different way from thatby tariff law,

the advantages she gains from it-from this practical

monopoly-are just the same in kind and are just as

great inamount as if her monopoly were created by

tariff law itself. Of course, the same results of

"hopeless, unjust, fatalcompetition" can be inflicted

in this case, and in the same way, as in the other

illustration.

The working-menof the United States in any trade

exposed to that competition need the same remedy as

those exposed to it in the other illustration: that

remedy is a tariff law.

The other comments do not reach the case stated,

and are therefore not pertinent to our present issue.

But, as they occasionally do service in free-trade

reasoning, a word or two may be useful.

2. It is stated, as if it were an absurd position held

by protectionists, that "a nation inflicts very serious

commercial injury upon her rivals when she insists

upon selling them her products for less than their

real value. The conclusion is unavoidable that their

impoverishment will be complete when all their

wants are supplied gratis."

An illustration here will illustrate. A fisherman

drops his hook, baited with aworm, among a school

of fishes. He is evidently doing a "losing" trade:

he is supplying a morsel of food gratis to the fish

that swallows it; but "the impoverishment" of that

fish is generally "complete" when he is laid out at

that fisherman's feet. The fish took in the short

cheap benefits of free trade and its gratuities : he

finally came, like other victims of free trade, to the

substantial business for which "his wants were all

supplied gratis." Again :-

3. "No one needs to be reminded that trade can

never be one-sided,-that, if you wish to sell, you

must consent to buy."

Ifmycommentator had reversed this statement, it

would have been quite lucid and full of common

sense: if you wish to buy, you must sometimes con-

sent to sell to have something to buy with. It is

true that, if you sell, some one mustbuy.

Perhaps he means, in a large way, that the princi-

ple announced is true of nations; that modern trade,

being essentially barter, a nation selling its prod-

ucts mustbuy the products they make from the same

parties to whom it sells; that, if we wish to sell

our corn and wheat and cotton to Great Britain, we

must buy of Great Britain her cotton and woollen

goods, herhardware and pottery.

This concrete statement of the general principle

announced exposes its fallacy without farther remark

or illustration. We should plainly be able to sell our

cotton and corn to Great Britain, even though we

made every thread of our own cotton and woollen

goods, all our hardware and pottery, without buying

fromany one a single cent's worth of either.

Of course, if Great Britain should become so poor

as not to be able to buy our goods at all, we should

not be able to sell them to her; but that is not exactly

a contingency about which we need to trouble our-

selves just yet.

There is nothing essential left of our commentator's

claims, so far as is now perceived. A slight tone of

superior wisdom and condescension floats like a per-

fume through the commentary; but, as this seems

inseparable from all advocacy and defence of free-

trade dogmas, we let that pass .

JOSEPH SHELDON.

PRAYING AND SWEARING.

Editors of The Index :-

Referring to Mr. Whipple's very just and season-

able article in The Index of March 19, entitled "Church

Custom vs. Bible Doctrine," please allow me (not that

I suppose I have found anything new) to mention

two other important points in which established

Christian usage broadly violates, deliberate, peremp-

tory, and unqualified teachings of the Christian Re-
deemer.

1. Public Prayer. Jesus enjoined with the most

careful particularity that prayer should be secret.

Yet the universal Christian practice is to pray pub-

licly, and in companies; that is, representatively.

Not only, however, is public prayer a violation of an

express command of Jesus, but representative prayer

is acomplete absurdity psychologically, on the Chris-

tianhypothesis.

2. Taking Oaths.-Jesus prohibited swearing even

more thoroughlythan public praying. He used speci-

fications which show that he meant to prohibit every

sort of summons or appeal to adivine being to wit-

ness or sanction any human assertion; and that he

meant to enjoin, instead, telling the truth. Yet offi-

cial oaths are universal. And, as if to show in this

casealso how psychologically correct were the views

of Jesus, the practice which he forbid has punished

his disobedient constituency by permeating Christen-

dom with a moral dry rot of respectable perjury.

Oaths in courts, oaths in custom-houses, oaths by

office-holders, are violated so extensively that it is a

question whether perjury is notmore nearly the rule

than the exception. Ask any lawyer whether the

oaths of witnesses make their testimony more cred-

ible. "Custom-house oaths" are a disgraceful prov-

erb .

Christian churches which permit such a state of

things cannot prosper with a real spiritual prosperity.

Theymaymake a good deal of money.

F. B. PERKINS.

SAN FRANCISCO, March 27, 1885.

WALTER S. PALMER, in the North American Review

for April, criticises Rev. Dr. Shedd's article on end-

less punishment. He says: "The reverend gentleman

handles his brief well; and, if he fails to convince me

that everlasting damnation is a cheerful creed, quite

reconcilable with human ideas of the goodness of

God, it is not from any want of talent as, literally , a

devil's advocate. At the same time, I think he has

a very bad case, unless, as I suspect, he is a sly

humorist, and really means, in his dry way, to ex-

press sympathy for the other side. I am reminded of

a famousdictum of Frederic the Great, uttered when

this very question was fluttering the ecclesiastical

dove- cotes ,-'Let those who believe in eternal damna-

tion,' he said, 'be eternally damned, as they hope and

believe; but, in the mean time, let them leave other

more charitable people alone.' I quite agree with

Dr. Shedd that God is eternal justice, but on what

possible ground does our finite reason presume to

fathom the ways in which that eternal justice is to

work ? How is the Conditioned to postulate the con-

duct of the Unconditioned, to show where finite sin

ends and infinite retribution begins ? ... The God of

his imagining is, to my thinking, something mon-

strous beyond measure; andto talkof eternal mercy

in such a connection is, I feel, little short of blas-

phemy. The wrath of the Lord may be likened to a

sword, but never to an instrument of endless torture.

But I am quite certain that Dr. Shedd does not real-

ize the full extent of his argument, that he is the

victim of his own solitary blunder in logic. He has

tried to define the indefinable, to postulate what is

inconceivable; and, in so doing, he has invested the

divine Father with the attributes of a human Rhada-

manthus... All Dr. Shedd's cleverness will not free

him from the folly of having taken a brief for the

devil, and thrown discredit on the tenderest and

deepest intuitions of human nature."

BOOK NOTICES.

THE RELIGION OF PHILOSOPHY, or the Unification of

Knowledge : AComparison of the Chief Philosoph-

ical and Religious Systems of the World, made with

a view to reducing the categories of thought, or the

most general terms of existence, to a single princi.

ple, thereby establishing a true conception of God.

By Raymond G. Perrin New York: G. P. Put-

nam's Sons. London: Williams & Norgate. 1885.

pp. 566. Price $4.00.

This work is one of the most original of recent

attempts to unify all knowledge, and therefore all

life and phenomena, under one ultimate or universal

principle. In its elucidation, the author ranges

through all the principal systems of philosophy, giv-

ing a sketch of their progenitors, and reviewing and

criticising them from thestand-point furnished by the

principle which he conceives as embracing all the

phenomena of both mind and matter. It is written

in an excellent, straightforward style, and shows

extensive culture and research, which, together with

the lucid manner in which the author applies his

principle to the explanation of widely varying phe-

nomena, render it a most interesting work.

The first part, under the title of "The Scope of

Language," treats of the evolution of all the various

philosophical systems from that of Thales in ancient

Greece to that of Sir William Hamilton among the

moderns; and the analyses of their various theories,

from the stand-point of the author, are singularly

concise, clear, and just. In the chapter on the Ger-

man philosophers, he shows that Idealism not only

gives rise to the greatest logical inconsistencies, but

that it is demoralizing in the extreme in its effects

upon society. Its direct influence is seen in the ten-

dency toward the enthronement of human attributes

and qualities as God-inspired feelings, such as love or

virtue. "The idealization of virtue or self-abnega-

tion, the theory that virtue is an absolute principle

moving in a foreign universe of sin, an a priori, God-

inspired intuition, instead of the natural development

of a well-ordered life, the result of pure examples

and good habits, leads to all those extravagances of

conduct which vary from asceticism and other forms

of moral austerity to all the more general and lower

grades of hypocrisy. Lastly, the idealization of the

faculty of reasoning (mind) gives rise to the greatest

logical extravagances, from the Dialectics of Plato

and the absolute scepticism of the academicians to

those forms of Idealism known as the a priori philos-

ophy of Kant and his followers, the influence of

which still remains inmodern agnosticism."

The second part is devoted wholly to the philo-

sophic systems of Herbert Spencer and George H.

Lewes, under the title of "The Nature of Percep-

tion," which principle the author avers "underlies

and must explain the whole fabric of ontological

science." In his review of Spencer's system, while

according himdue merit and characterizing his expo-

sitions in high terms of praise, he subjects the funda-

mental principles of his theory of knowledge and his

doctrine of an ultimate "Unknowable" to a most

close and searching criticism. The theory of percep-

tion and ofknowledge advocated in this work, as dis-

tinguished from that of Mill and Spencer, is simply

that the ultimate fact is motion; that its aspects are

Space and Time, which are inferencesdrawn from the

ultimate fact of motion; and that to follow out the

process of thought from these first inferences to the

combinations of which all knowledge is built up is

to establish the nature of perception. "Intellectual

activity is akin to universal activity , aform ofmotion .

Consciousness, thought, reason, perception, knowl-

edge, are but different names for different aspects of

this activity. The prime factors in this activity are

the subject and object, the creature and its environ-

ment; and, in this dual aspect of the phenomenon of

knowledge, we have that contrast, comparison, ex-

pression of difference or primordial relation from

which the great structure of the mind is built up, to

which contrast we trace the origin of all thought,

andby which we explain Perception."

The author makes a masterly analysis of Spencer's

treatment of the process of reasoning, and shows how

it is vitiated byhis assumption of ultimate concepts

irreducible in thought. Rules, which Spencer calls

intuitions, and defines as undecomposable mental

acts, are shown to be mental procedures that are so

rapid as to appear to be undecomposable. The princi-

ple of perception explains every possible intuition .

Mr. Spencer's works generally, the author finds "a

masterly picture of the related stages of progression

from the simplest to the most complex type of or-

ganic life," and for his Sociology he has unstinted

praise, regarding the first volume as "one of the most

interesting literary productions of the century," and

as being "the romance of human life viewed from the

mostcommanding position which thought affords ."

The third division of this work, under the head of

"The Religion of Philosophy," is devoted to a critical

consideration of the various great systems of religious

belief which have appeared in the world. As in

philosophy, so in religion, the author finds that the

idea of an unknowable mystery vitiates the whole of

them, anddegrades them into superstitions, but that

this belief in mystery is only the negative side in all

these religions. Its positive side is morality in its

widest sense, including right thought as well as right

action. Hence,the real nature of the religion of each

nation is to be estimated by the rectitude of its action

and thought. Divine means the highest or most gen-

eral: hence, God means the Universal Principle. All

religions express the attitude of man to the Universal

Principle. All that is of value in the various relig-

ious beliefs consists in universal impersonal princi-

ples of thought and action. In this view, the author

unites religion and philosophy, and furnishes a crite-
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rion by which to judge of the real worth of all the

different religions that have been developed in the

world's history . The zenith of human knowledge is

our appreciation of the divine or most general. "The

religion of philosophy acknowledges no mystery: it

advances a conception of God which declares all

mystery to be a species of immorality, an impedi-

ment to the appreciation of divine unity. It ranks

the superstition of the lowest races with the belief in

an unknowable entertained by so many enlightened

minds of the present day, and finds in both concep-

tionsthe same principle of irreligion."

The final chapter of this section of the work is upon

the religion of Christ, in which some of the doctrines

attributed to him are subjected to rational criticism.

The principles of knowledge have nothing to do with

the disputes which have arisen between all the differ-

entsects of Christians. The tale of blood and misery

that has followed them proclaims their inhumanity.

Even to feel interested in the themes of these dis-

putes requires a party spirit entirely outside of those

principles of knowledge which are of such vital con-

cernand importance to humanity. "The initial error

of Christianity, its conception of God, is clearly a

product of the Hebrew life and religion. Through

this medium, the superstitions of prehistoric times

have been disseminated throughout our civilization;

and we have the terrible consciousness of not only

inheriting the conceptions of savages, but of regard-

ing them as divine."

The two closing chapters are upon the science of

morality, and are an appeal to the women of Amer-

ica. In the former, an inquiry into the great problem

of the influence of religious beliefs upon conduct is

instituted, and a plain but eloquent arraignment of

some of the hideous vices and corruptions of social

life in our Christian civilization is made. In consid-

ering the problem of morality, a just conception of

God is the only key to its solution. " If we imagine

God to be a person, we are bound to attribute to him

personal motives , a divine will; and , in the exercise of

this will, we are compelled to recognize a special

providence. These beliefs at once throw the ques-

tion of morality into hopeless confusion, and raise

insuperable difficulties to any understanding of con-

duct." The belief in a personal God implies a con-

tradiction in terms,-a fact which, in itself, is certainly

a sufficient condemnation. To postulate a " divine

will" as a guide for action confuses the whole ques-

tion of conduct. Who is to interpret this divine

will? Who is to find language for it ? Is it those

who think so poorly that they are still lisping the

earliest superstitions of our race ? Will is a complex

derivative or relative fact, the function of certain

conditions . God is the ultimate fact. Is it not clear,

therefore, that the "will of God" is a contradiction in

terms, an impossibility ? What can be more im.

moral than to build our ideas of duty and self-control

upon so illogical a foundation ?"

From the foregoing account, some idea may be

gleaned of the scope of this extraordinary work. In

the opinion of the reviewer, it is one of the most im-

portant contributions from the press of recent times,

anddeals in a masterly manner with the great prob-

lems and questions of such vital importance which

are agitating thinking minds of the present day. If,

as the author avers, the controlling and governing

influences of our social, mental, and moral condition

are survivals of beliefs born in the grossest ignorance

of savagery and barbarism, the sooner the intelligent

portion of the community realize this fact, the better

for society, especially when we bear in mind that

many of our leading institutions of learning, that seek

to lead and control the thought of the people, are

engaged in teaching and interpreting these survivals

of ignorance and barbarism as a basis for a knowl-

edge which is as destitute of any use or benefit to the

real needs and wants of humanity ofthe present day

as would be the wooden and stone idols of ancient

F. S.
races.

MAN'S BIRTHRIGHT; or, The Higher Law of Property.

By Edward H. G. Clark. New York: G. P. Put-

nam's Sons. 1885. pp. 133. Price 75 cts .

This writer thinks he has " arrived at a logical and

well-founded solution of the vexed questions con-

cerning the rightful ownership of the earth's surface

and of property depending upon what Aristotle calls

'Nature's bounty. " His theory is that mankind in

the aggregate are the rightful possessors of all the

material resources of the world, that the unconscious

elements of the universe exist solely and exclusively

for the benefit of the conscious, and, therefore, that

the common ownership by men of whatever has a

merely material existence is clearly an indisputable,

natural right. Mr. Clark holds with Henry George

that land is of right common property, and that,

since the earth's surface derives its chief value from

thepresence of population, no onemancan rightfully

absorb from it the wealth his neighbors mostly

contribute to it; but he objects to the outcome of

George's theory, for the virtual confiscation of land,

and imposing upon it the whole burden of taxa-

tion, would "rob good faith and honest toil just as

surely as if he should take a farmer's coat from his

back or the watch out of his pocket."

In order to secure a division of the land to be held

according to ability and industry to utilize it, Mr.

Clark would have recourse to a "natural rent,"-a

birthright and death-rate tax due mankind yearly

for the use of their estate from individual sub-

owners holding special distributions of it. Statistics

show, the author says, that two in every hundred

die annually. Two per cent. of a country's wealth

thus falls back into the common estate every year.

If the effects of every citizen at death should be

seized by their sovereign owner, mankind, all present

individual property would revert to the general store

in fifty years. But such a reversion is undesirable,

since it would only necessitate a redistribution of the

property into individual hands,to make it yield its

full value to any one. Since two per cent. of the

earth's wealth reverts from one generation to another

every year, that amount is the natural interest on the

estate, and should be levied and collected in the form

of a tax as the share of the sovereign owner. This

is Mr. Clark's "higher law of property," under

which property may be bought, sold,or bequeathed as

it is now, but with the certainty, sooner or later, of

lapsing into the hands of those most capable of utiliz .

ing it; and, "so long as this rent is paid, it willbe of

no consequence who holds the property."

This author's main disagreement with Henry

George is in recognizing no essential difference

between land and its unworked products and the

result of human labor and skill applied to the raw

material of nature. He does not think it right not to

tax"a palace, but the plot uuder it," not to "tax a

line of steamships, but their wharf," not to tax "a

lump of gold, but the hole in the ground out of

which it was dug." Mr. Clark points out that the

labor of modern civilization, the value of which arises

from the quantity and quality of production, is de-

pendent for its worth not less than land upon the

presence of the people with their needs and desires .

He would therefore have all wealth taxed equally

and in a direct manner, as above indicated.

The leading ideas of the work are credited to David

Reeves Smith, author of Ownership and Sovereignty.

Mr. Clark writes apparently with the greatest confi-

dence that he has found a solution of the problem of

the regulation and the distribution of wealth, and

without doubt there is force in his main propositions ;

but they are not likely to be received with favor by

those who possess much or little property at present ,

and, whatever results might accrue in time from

carrying out these ideas as far as practicable, they

suggest no immediate settlement or palliation of ex-

isting difficulties . B. F. U.

THE Art Amateur for April gives us as its chief at-

traction a biographical sketch of Daniel Ridgway

Knight, and claims for him ahigh rank as a faithful,

earnest, and original artist. He belongs to an old

Quaker family in Philadelphia, and is now about

forty-three years old. He has studied in France

under Charles Gleyre, and in the School ofFine Arts ,

where he took many prizes, and afterward travelled

in Italy. Returning to America during the War of

the Rebellion, he saw some scenes which have fur-

nished him with subjects for pictures, one of which

represented "Union Refugees gathered in a Barn. "

He did not continue in this line of work, however,

but married and returned to France to live, making

his home at the old town of Poissy, on the Seine.

There he studied with the famous Meissonier, and

began to paint in the open air, studying landscape

andcloud and sky effects, and the picturesque peas-

ants about him. The illustrations from his genre

pictures show his skill in drawing, his eye for pictur-

esque effects, and his power of expressing the lighter

and sunnier phases of country life; but they have

nothing of the austere dignity and moral power of

the creations of Jean François Millet, withwhom he

is compared. We cannot but wish that he had re-

mained in America and taken part in the agitating

life of the last twenty years, when he might have

been the painter of a life of work as true and earnest,

if less grave and sombre than the labor of France

before the republic. There is also a notice of the

sculpture of Theodore Baur, but the only illustration

givenof it does not command our interest: the vague

mixture of the native Indian and the classic Bacchus

is as confusing as it is disagreeable. Decorative art

gets its full share of attention, as usual .

E. D. C.

THE March number of the Bay State Monthly gives

interesting biographical sketches with ine portraits

of the members of the publishing firm of Lee & Shep-

ard of this city. A sketch of the life of "Hon. Rodney

Wallace" is accompanied by a steel-plate portrait

of the subject. Atherton P. Mason contributes an

historical sketch of Fitchburg, which is profusely

illustrated. The other articles are "Major-Gen. Lew

Wallace at Shiloh," by Gen. H. B. Carrington; "The

Past and Future of Gold," by David M. Balfour;

"Reuben Tracy's Vacation Trips," by Elizabeth P.

Gould; "Elizabeth : A Romance of Colonial Days,"

by Francis C. Sparhawk; and poems by Mrs. Caroline

A. Mason and W.C. Sturve. Boston: J. N. McClin-

tock & Co. , 31 Milk Street .

AMONG the most interesting articles of the April

number of St. Nicholas , we may mention "The Con-

scientious Cat," a story of the mining regions by

Agnes A. Sandham; "Zenobia of Palmyra," by E. S.

Brooks; Chapters 10 and 11 of "Among the Law-

makers," by Edmund Alton, which graphically de-

scribe "the pages as law-makers," and fun-makers as

well. "Back Again," a poem by Celia Thaxter, ex-

presses the possible sentiments of the returning birds

of spring time. The serials by J. T. Trowbridge and

E. P. Roe deepen in interest. " The Gilded Boy"

and "Easter Morning" claim precedence among the

many beautiful illustrations. Sold by Cupples, Up-

ham& Co.

THE Unitarian Review for April contains the follow-

ing articles : "The Apostle Paul," by Rev. A. P. Pea-

body, D.D.; "American Sonnets," by John W. Chad-

wick; "The Sabbath Question Once More," by Ed-

win D. Mead; "Nature's Pronoun,-'He' or ' It, " by

Rev. W. C. Gannett; " Christian Hermeneutics and

Hebrew Literature," by Prof. E. P. Evans. The

"Review of Current Literature" gives reviews of nine

recent works, with mention of others.

"OUR LITTLE ONES" for April, in addition to its

many fine pictures, pretty poems, and nice stories ,

gives the following instructive articles: "The Mole's

Queer House," "Three Babies on a Tree, " "About

Japan," and "The Wise Little Woodpecker."

THE RISE OF INTELLECTUAL LIBERTY

FROM THALES TO COPERNICUS.

By FREDERICK MAY HOLLAND,

Author of The Reign of the Stoics . Price $3.50.

The author of this book has chosen a magnificent sub-

ject; and, although it is formidable in extent andmuch of

it involved in obscurity, and allof it complicated with

great questions of history and human progress, he has yet
been able to throwmuch new light upon that liberalization

of thought which went very unsteadily forward during

twenty-two hundred years, before the great modernmove-

ment of the development for intellectual liberty. The

work is adelineation of tendencies, a series of sketches of

the great minds who at different times and under varied

circumstances, and with unequal effect, have struck for
independence of thought, a presentation of the counter-

forces that have antagonized intellectual liberty, and an

account of the working of all those larger agencies which

have in different degrees hindered or promoted freedom

andindependence of thought. Without having subjected

the work to critical scrutiny, we are much impressed by

the evidence it shows of extensive and conscientious

labor, the freshness and interest of its chief subject-mat-

ter, the untrammelled treatment of the subject, and the

vigor of theportrayal of that long and agonizing conflict

withbigotryand intolerance, religious andpolitical,public

and private, which is the price of our modern liberty of
thinking.-Popular ScienceMonthly.

Thevolumeshows remarkable research, keen powers of

analysis and comparison, close reasoning, and fairness of

judgment. It will be found an invaluable help to the stu-

dent, whowill be glad to learn that the author contem-

plates a second volume, which will bring the subjectdown
to the time of the French Revolution.-Boston Transcript .

For sale at THE INDEX office, 44 Boylston Street, Boston,

Mass.
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POPULAR BOOKS

Sent by Mail Postpaid at

PUBLISHERS' PRICES.

ANY BOOK in the subjoined List, or any

other OBTAINABLE BOOK, that maybe de-

sired, willbe forwardedaspromptly as possible,

on receipt of orders accompanied with the cash.

SPECIAL RATES will be made with persons

or libraries desiring anylarge number of books.

Orders are respectfully solicited from all friends

of THE INDEX.

$0.25

1.00 HUXLEY (T. H.) . Man's Place inNature, 1.25DEFOE(DANIEL) . Robinson Crusoe ....

DICKENS (CHARLES). Complete Works.

14 vols... 10.50

DRAPER(DR. J. W.). History ofthe Con-

flict betweenReligion and Science..... 1.75

The Intellectual Development of Eu-

rope. 2 vols...

Scientific Memoirs

3.00

3.00

EMERSON (R. W.). Essays . First Series, 1.50

Essays. Second Series...
Miscellanies ....

Representative Men.

English Traits

Conduct of Life..

Poems

MayDay. and Other Pieces .

Society and Solitude......

Letters and Social Aims.

ENNIS (JACOB) . The Origin of the Stars,
and the Causes of their Motions and

theirLight

1.00
Onthe Originof Species .....

LaySermons . Addresses, and Reviews... 1.75
More Criticism on Darwin and Adminis-

trative Nihilism .....

Critiques andAddresses

American Addresses

Science and Culture .

1.50

INGERSOLL'S (R. G.) Lectures Complete

inone volume,1,306 pages ....

JAMES (HENRY, JR.). The Portrait of a

Lady

1.50

1.50

1.50 JESUS: HIS OPINIONS AND CHARAC-

TER. The New Testament Studies of

aLayman....

1.50

1.50

1.50 JEVONS (W. S.). Money and the Mechan-

ism ofExchange..
1.50

1.50

2.00

FISKE (JOHN). Myths andMythmakers, 2.00
Outlines of Cosmic Philosophy . 6.00

The Unseen World, and Other Essays ... 2.00

FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHIP IN RE-

LIGION. A Volume of Ten Essays,by

D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow,

Samuel Johnson, John Weiss, О. В.

Frothingham, W. J. Potter, F. E.
Abbot, J. W. Chadwick, T. W. Higgin-

son, and Mrs. E. D. Cheney, and ad-

dresses by Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

Robert Dale Owen,and others ...

GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

erty

GIBBON (EDW.) . The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6 vols ..

GRANVILLE (J. M.) . Sleep and Sleep-

lessness.....

The Secret of GoodMemory

The Secret of a Clear Head....

Common Mind Troubles ..

Howtomake the Best of Life...

GRAY (ASA). Darwiniana: Essays and

Reviews pertaining to Darwinism

JOHNSON (OLIVER). Wm. Lloyd Garri-

son andhis Times. With Portrait and

Introduction by J. G. Whittier

JOHNSON (SAMUEL). Oriental Relig-

ions, and their Relation to Universal

Religion:

India

China

LANGE (F. A.) . History of Materialism.
3vols..

LECKY (W. E. H.). History of the Rise

and Influence of the Spirit of Ration-

alism inEurope. 2 vols ....

History ofEuropeanMorals fromAugus-

tus to Charlemagne. 2 vols ....

Series....

The Study of Psychology, its Object,
Scope, andMethod...

.50

1.50

1.25

1.50

5.00

2.00

1.50

1.75

mon to Young Men....

PRATT (WM., M.D.). A Physician's Ser-

PROCTOR (R. A.). Other Worlds than

Ours: ThePlurality of Worlds studied

under the Light of Recent Scientific

Researches. Ilus ...

Light Science for Leisure Hours. A Se-

ries of Familiar Essays on Scientific

Subjects ... ....

.25

2.50

1.7

The Moon: Her Motions . Aspect, Scen-

ery,and Physical Conditions. Illus.. 3.50

The Expanse of Heaven. A Series of

Essaysonthe Wonders ofthe Firma-

ment

OurPlace among infinities . A Series of

Essays contrasting our LittleAbode

in SpaceandTimewith the Infinities
around us . To which are added

Essays on the Jewish Sabbath and

Astrology...

2.00 QUATREFAGES (A. de). The Natural

5.00

2.00

1.75

History ofMan... 1.00

TheHuman Species
2.00

5.00

RAPHALL (MORRIS J.). History ofthe

Jews from 420 B. C. E. to the year 70

C. E. 2 vols..... 4.00

RIBOT (T. H.). Heredity: A Psychologi-

cal Study on its Phenomena, its Laws,

Its Causes, and its Consequences....... 2.00

English Psychology...

Diseases of Memory.

1.50

4.00

ROGERS (J.E. T.) Six Centuries ofWork

Labor

10.50

1.50

and Wages. The History of English3.00

.25 LONGFELLOW'S Poetical Works. 2 vols. 7.00

1.00

300

1.00

12.00

.50

.50

.50

.50

.50

2.00

5.00

LUBBOCK (SIR JOHN). Origin of Civiil-

zation, and the Primitive Condition of
Man..

Pre-historic Times, as illustrated byAn-

cient Remains, and the Manners and

Customsof Modern Savages. Illus .. 5.00

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus ... 8.00

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols. 10.00

MALLOCK (W. H.) . Is LifeWorth Living ? 1.25

Social Equality...

PropertyandProgress .

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Body and Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

ence toMental Disorders

Physiology of Mind.....

Body andWill : Being an Essay concern-

ing Will in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical, andPathological Aspects ....

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-

lyle...

MEYER (PROF. GEO. H. VON). The

Organs of Speech and their Applica-

tion in the Formation of Articmate

Sounds..

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2 vols . 4.00 MILL (JOHN STUART The Positive

HAECKEL (ERNST) .
The History of

Creation; or, The Development of the

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes. Illus . 2 vols . 5.00

The Evolution of Man. 2 vols . 5.00

Freedom in Science and Teaching ....... 1.00
HALLOWELL (R. P.) . The Quaker Inva-

sion of Massachusetts.. 1.25

2.00

Philosophy of Auguste Comte....

PoliticalEconomy

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

Liberty, both in one vol..

Representative Government....

Three Essays on Religion......

MILLS (C. D. B.). Gems of the Orient.
Buddha and Buddhism...

MUELLER (F. MAX) . Lectures on the

Science of Language ...

3.00

ROMANES (G. J.). Animal Intelligence.. 1.75
The Scientific Evidences ofOrganicEvo-

lution

SAVAGE (M. J.) . BellefinGod.

Morals of Evolution ..

Beliefs aboutMan

Talks about Jesus

Beliefs about the Bible .

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her
Riddles

Bluffton. A Story of To-day

SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory

.50

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

ofDescent and Darwinism. Illus...... 1.50

SCHROEDER(DR. KARL). A Manual of

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated from the German. Illus ... 350

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs.

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley

Chemistry

Physics ..

Physical Geography .

.50

.50

.50

1.00 .50

1.00 Geology.. .50

Physiology .50

Astronomy. .50
15.00

Botany .50

Logic.... .50

Inventional Geometry .50

Piano-forte Playing .50

1.50 PoliticalEconomy .. .50

2.00 Natural Resources ofthe United States.

SCOTT'S CompletePoeticalWorks. Illus. 8.00

.50

1.00

2.50 SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols ......

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

Memoir and Portrait. 2 vols ....

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women....

15.00

3.50

1.75

SMITH'S Ancient History, from the Earll-

estRecords to the Fall of the Western

Empire. Illus. 3vols....

3.00

6.00

1.50 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00
2.50

Principles ofBiology. 2 vols... 4.00

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols .. 4.00
2.50

Principles of Sociology. 2 vols.... 4.00

1.50
Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00

260 Universal Progress.. 2.00

1.50 Essays, Moral, Political, Esthetic..... 2.00

1.25 Social Statics.. 2.00

Data of Ethics
1.25

2.00
Study of Sociology 1.50

Education 1.25

STALLO (J. B). The Conceptsand Theo-

ries ofModernPhysics. 1.75

ADAMS(R. C.) . Evolution. A Summary

of Evidence

Travels in Faith from Tradition to

Reason.
1.50

1.25

T ADLER(FELIX). CreedandDeed ....... 1.00

AGASSIZ (LOUIS). Methods of Studyin

FROTHINGHAM (0. B.). History of

Transcendentalism in New England.
With Portrait of the Author.

LEWES (G. H.) . Biographical History of

Philosophy. 2 vols ...... 4.00

2.50

Natural History. Illus .

Geological Sketches . First Series .....

Geological Sketches. Second Series .....

AJourneyin Brazil. Illus ..........

ALGER(W. R.). A Critical History ofthe

Doctrine of a Future Life....

1.50

1.50

TheReligion of Humanity

The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of

1.50

Physiology of Common Life. 2 vols.....

The Story of Goethe's Life ..

Problems of Life and Mind.

3.00
1.50

First Se-

ries . 2 vols 6.00
1.50 Primitive Christianity 1.75

5.00
Child's Book of Religion.

For Sunday-
The Physical Basis of Mind. Second

chools andHomes 3.00
1.00

3.50
Stories from the Lips of the Teacher .. 1.00

2.00Stories of the Patriarchs ..
1.00

ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN-

MENTS ..

Beliefs of the Unbelievers .

1.50 Spiritof the New Faith....

こは

ARNOLD (EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama.

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

The Safest Creed
1.00

Knowledge and Faith
1.00

Life of Gerrit Smith
2.00

Creedand Conduct
1.00

1.00 The Rising and the Setting Faith 1.00

Visions of the Future
1.00

に
ARNOLD (MATTHEW). Essays in Criti-

cism.

Life of Theodore Parker .
2.00

2.00
GeorgeRipley..

1.25Godand the Bible 1.50

Literature andDogma 1.50 FULLER (MARGARET). Women in the

BAIN (ALEXANDER). Mental Science:

ACompendium of Psychology andHis-

Nineteenth Century 150
Life without and Life within.

150
AtHomeandAbroad...

tory of Philosophy 1.50
1.50

TheEmotions and the Will. 500

Moral Science: ACompendium ofEthics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS) . Hereditary Genius

EnglishMen of Science.
2.00

Inquiries into Human Faculty and its
1.00

Relations .. 1.50 Development..

The Senses and the Intellect
5.00

BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of

Life. 2 vols .....

The Beginnings of Life; or, The Modes

ofOriginof LowerOrganisms. 2 vols .

5.00

5.00

Evolution and the Origin of Life 2.00

BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous-

ness .. 1.50

Eating and Drinking .75

Stimulants and Narcotics.

Our Home Physician: A Popular Guide

to theArt of Preserving Health and

TreatingDisease.. 6.00

BISHOP (W. H.) . The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. ANovel of NewYork ..

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-

calWorks. Illustrated

1.50

2.50

BUCKLE'S (H. T.) History of Civilization

inEngland.. 4.00

Essays, with a Biography of the author..

BUECHNER'S Force and Matter

1.00

3.25

BURNS (ROBERT) . Complete Works .... 1.00

CARLETON (WILL). Farm Festivals .

Illus .....

Farm Legends. Illus .......

2.00

2.00

Farm Ballads. Illus .... 2.00

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits and Maps. 6vols.. 7.50
French Revolution. 2 vols . 2.50

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols ..... 2.50

Critical and Miscellaneous Essays . With

Portrait. 2 vols .... 3.50

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With

Portraits. 2vols... 4.00

CHADWICK (J. W.) . The Bible of To-day, 1.50

The Faith of Reason 1.00

The Man Jesus ...
1.00

CHANEY (G. L.). F. Grant&Co.; or,Part-

nerships . A Story for the Boys who
meanBusiness. 1.25

Tom. AHome Story. 1.25

CHILD(LYDIA MARIA). Aspirations of

the World : A Chain of Opals 1.25
Looking toward Sunset.. 2.50
Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

Appendixby WendellPhillips. With
Portrait.

1.50

CLARK (EDW. H., M.D.) . Sex in Educa-

tion

The Building of aBrain
2.50

1.25

1.25CLODD (E.) . The Childhoods of Religions.

A simple account of the Birth and

Growth of Myths and Legends ......... 1.25

1.00

2.00

.50
COBBE (FRANCES POWER). TheDuties

ofWomen........Paper, 25cts.; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY(M.D.). The SacredAnthology, 200

TheEarthward Pilgrimage .........
Idols and Ideals..

ures 1.00
1.50

1.001.75 UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines ofFree
Thought 1.75

Demonology and Devil Lore. 2 vols .....
Emerson at Home andAbroad..

7.00

1.50

VOGEL (A. ). APractical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ..... .. 4.50

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture, and VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

Other Essays ...

The New Chemistry . 2.00

WALKER (PROF. F. A.). Wages

Money....

3.50

4.00

COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Complete in 16 vols... 20.00

DANA (R. H.). Two YearebeforetheMast, 1.50

DARWIN ( CHARLES). Origin of Species , 2.00
Descent of Man.....

Poems..

2.00

Money. Trade, and Industry..

WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6
vols . Illus .

1.50

10.00Ralph Waldo Emerson

ElsieVenner
6.00 WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

Journal of Researches ....
3.00

2.00

HOOD'S ( THOMAS) Poems . With Me-

moirand Portrait. 2 vols .. 3.50

Emotional Expression ....

Animals and Plants under Domestica-
3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.) . The Lady of the

tions. 2 vols ..
6.00

Aroostook ...... 1.50
tion. 2 vols ....

5.00

The Undiscovered Country .. 1.50 GatesAjar 1.50Insectivorous Plants 2.00

Climbing Plants 1.25
Orchids fertilized by Insects 1.75

Fertilization inthe Vegetable Kingdom. 2.00

HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a

Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols....

Beyond the Gates . 1.50

Doctor Zay .. 1.25

3.00

Forms of Flowers... 1.50 Travels andResearches .75

Power of Movement in Plants..... 2.00 (Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-

Completeset,13vols

Vegetable Mould, etc... 1.50
traits.. 1.50

PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newly engraved Likenesses ofSumner.

2vols..

WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

Growth of Language

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works, with Portrait 200
.. ..

6.00 WILSON (HENRY). Rise and Fall of the
25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays 1.50 POPE'S Essay onMan .50

torv Liquor Laws 1.25

The Social Law of Labor......... 1.50

WEISS (JOHN). Lifeand Correspondence

of Theodore Parker 4.00

AmericanReligion 1.50

The Immortal Life
1.50

Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare 2.00

1.50

Slave Power inAmerica. 3vols ..... 9.00

1.25

1.50

1.00

HAMILTON'S (SIRWM.) Philosophy.....

HAMMOND (DR. W. A.) . A Treatise on

Diseases of the Nervous System ....... 5.00

HARDY (ARTHUR S. ) . But yetaWoman 1.25

HARRIS(J.C.). UncleRemus: His Songs

and Sayings. The Folk Lore of the

Old Plantation. Illus..

HARTMANN (EDUARD VON). Philos-

1.50

ophy of the Unconscious. Speculative

Results according to the Inductive

Methodof Physical Science. 3 vols ... 9.00

HAWLEY (F. B.) Capital and Popula-

tion: AStudy of the Economic Effects

of their Relations to each other.......

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL) . The

Scarlet Letter...

The House of the Seven Gables .

HAZARD (ROWLAND G. ). Man a Cre-

ative First Cause

Freedom of the Will

HELMHOLTZ (H.) . Popular Lectures on
Scientific Subjects. With an Introduc

tionby Prof. Tyndall..

Second Series .

HERSCHEL ( SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus ..

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment.

Young Folks' History of the United

States

Margaret Fuller Ossoli

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

1.50

1.25

Chips from aGermanWorkshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, and Customs. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies , and An-

tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology, Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol., $2.00;

theset

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or
Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustrated by the Relig-
ions of India

1.25 OORT(DR. H.) and HOOKYAAS (DR. I.).
The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study of the Bible. Vol. I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges ....

.75

2.00

2.00

Vol. II. Kings and Prophets
Vol. III . New Testament...

1.50 OSWALD (FELIX L., M.D.). Physical

Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature....4.00

1.50

1.50
1.25

1.75

1.00

ingPlace ......

The Mystery ofPain

Physiology for Practical Use ........ 2.25

HOLLAND (F. M.). Reign of the Stoics..

Stories from Robert Browning

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing..

1.25

1.50

10.00

.25

STEWART (S. J.) . The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatitis andhow it Grew..

STICKNEY (ALBERT). ATrue Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of"Stod-

dard Lectures." etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful

illustrations
5.00

2.00 STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-2.50
townFolks. ANew England Novel... 1.50

landStory

STRAUSS (D. F.). The Old Faith and the

New...

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

oweto each other.

2.00 TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

2.00

2.00

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-

fiveYears..

1.00 TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

of the Christian Religion and the Sig-

nificance of its Rise and Decline..... 1.00

PAINE (THOMAS). Age of Reason.......

Complete Works ...

PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind

Prayers by Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of
Household Management and Cookery.

AText Book for Schools and Families .

Paper, 35 cts.; cloth, 50 PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

2.00

theReligion and Philosophy of Eman-
uel Swedenborg

HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL) . The

Autocrat of the Breakfast Table....

TheProfessorat the Breakfast Table.... 2.00 PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.
The Poet atthe Breakfast Table... 2.00

2.00

1.25

200

With Portraits. 2 vols ..

Life of Jefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

traits . 3 vols...

.50

7.00

.75

1.25

4.00

Famous Americans of Recent Times .... 2.00
Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART) . The

Motion

Fragments of Science.

Light and Electricity.

Lessons inElectricity.

Hours of Exercise in theAlps .

BelfastAddress...

UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

2.50



504 THE INDEX APRIL 16 1885

Library of Science.
The publication of our SCIENCE LIBRARY will be

welcomed as an event of the highest importance to thousands.

For the first time it brings within their reach the scholarly pro-

ductions of the MASTERS in modern science. Each work is

complete in itself, well printed fromgood or large type, on ex-
In cloth-bound

cellent paper, bound in neat paper covers.

books these same works have heretofore been published at

prices ranging from $1.50 to $3.00 each.

By JOHN TYNDALL, F. R. S.

The Forms ofWater inClouds andRivers, Ice andGlaciers. 19 illus..

Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations ..

TheWonders of the Heavens .

Longevity: The Means ofProlongingLife...

By CAMILLE FLAMMARION .

By JOHN GARDNER, M.D.

15c

150

The RomanceofAstronomy.

By R. K. MILLER, M.Α.

By GRANT ALLEN .

15c

The Evolutionist at Large..... 150

Vignettes from Nature. 15c

By PROF . H. HELMHOLTZ.

Popular Scientific Lectures, illustrated.

PRICE.

15c

15c

15c

By GEORGE RAWLINSON.

15c The OriginofNations.

By ANDREW WILSON , Ph.D.

150 Facts and Fictions of Zoology. Numerous illustrations.

By RICHARD CHENEVIX TRENCH .

150 On the Study ofWords...

By ARCHIBALD GEIKIE, F. R. S.

Six Lectures on Light,withillustrations .

By HERBERT SPENCER.

Education: Intellectual, Moraland Physical.

TheData of Ethics.. Ic

15c

Geological Sketches

By THOMAS H. HUXLEY, F. R. S.
Man's Place inNature; numerous illustrations...

150

Darwin and Humboldt....

Origin of Species.

Progress: Its Law and Cause, with other Disquisitions .

PhysicalBasis of Life, with other Essays .

Lectures on Evolution; illustrated .

AnimalAutomatism and other Essays ..

By BALFOUR STEWART, LL.D.
The Conservation ofEnergy; with numerous illustrations .

TheOrigin ofSpecies.

By CHARLES DARWIN .

By RICHARD A. PROCTOR , F. R. A. S.

Light Science for Leisure Hours .

FamiliarEssays on Scientific Subjects .

Hereditary Traits, and other Essays.

Physics and Politics.

TownGeology..

Mind andBody.

By WALTER BAGEHOт.

By CHARLES KINGSLEY .

By ALEXANDER BAIN .

15c

150

By HUXLEY, AGASSIZ and Others.

By W. STANLEY JEVONS, F. R.S.

150 Money and theMechanism of Exchange.

13c

15c

15c

30c

TRACTS.

No. 1.-Truths for the Times, by F. E.

Abbot, contains the "Fifty Affirmations"

and"Modern Principles." This especially
has received great commendation from

most distinguished men for the logical
clearness of its statements. New Edition.

Price 10cents; 12copies,$1.00

No. 2.-Fear of the LivingGod, by O. B.

Frothingham, exposes the debasing char-

acter of the popular notions of God, and

presents conceptions of himthat are wor-

thy of the nineteenth century. New edi-

tion. Price 5cents; 12copies,50cents .

No. 3.-Lecture on the Bible, bythe Rev.

Charles Voysey, of England, is an over

whelming demonstration of the imperfec-

tions and errors of the Bible, both in the
Old and the New Testaments. New Edi-

tion. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

No. 4.-Christian Propagandism, byF.
E. Abbot, is an exposure of the weakness,

costliness, and inefficiency of the System

of Foreign Missions. Full of Figures,

Facts, and Interesting Extracts. Price 10

cents ; 12 copies,$1.00.

300 No. 5.-"God in the Constitution," by

15c

30c

Any of the above sent postpaid on receipt of the price.

IN BOUND VOLUMES :-All of the above, with nu-

merous other important works in Science, are published also

60c in five large octavo volumes , aggregating 3,381 pages, neatly

bound in cloth, for the net price of $5.50 per set ; or strongly

15e bound inhalf Russia, red edges, for the net price of $6.50.

15c Ifby mail, 20 per cent. extra required for prepayment.

15c

100-PAGE CATALOGUE sent free. The best lit-

15c erature of the world at the lowest prices ever known. Books sent for
EXAMINATIONBEFORE PAYMENT on reasonable evidence of

15c good faith. Mention this paper. Address

JOHN B. ALDEN , Publisher ,
150 F. O. Box 1227.

H. T. MARSHALL'S J. HART & CO.,
PATENT

ADJUSTABLE

LACE

CONGRESS

MARSH
ALL'S

PAT.
MAY13,188

4
.

Is easily adjusted to fit any instep or ankle at

any time, and will not uncomfortably draw

the ankle, like ordinary congress. It has the

stylish appearance of a lace boot and all the

convenience of any congress in putting on or

off the foot. Marshall's Pat. Pat'd May13,

1884, woven in the front strap or stamped on

the shank of each shoe. If your dealer does8
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PROF. F. W. NEWMAN, who has done such

grand service for free thought, reaches his eigh-

tieth birthday on June 27.

THE Banner of Light denies the statement of

a Philadelphia paper "that the séances of the

mediums for the physical manifestations in Boston

were not remunerative the past winter, etc. The

fact is just the reverse. The managers inform us

that the interest in the spiritual manifestations

was never more satisfactory and remunerative."

AT the Easter meeting of the pew-holders of

Christ's Church Cathedral, Montreal, there was a

disgraceful scrimmage. The Clerk of the congre-

gation was objected to as Secretary, and sent

sprawling on the floor by a member of the High-

Church party. Frequent hisses and applause

accentuated a scene of disorder, which lasted

until one o'clock in the morning.

THE low average morality of the people is indi-

cated by the following paragraph from the Boston

Sunday Courier : "While, in general terms, it is

recognized as true that war between any two of

the family of nations means loss to all, and while

equally is recognized the moral enormity of car-

nage and bloodshed, it is amazing to find how gen-

eral is a feeling of submission to the catastrophe

of a war between England and Russia, because it

is expected to start up trade in this country."

BISHOP LAFLECHE, of Three Rivers, Canada,

wants the St. Louis Club of that city to come

under his episcopal direction. The St. Louis,

like the Somerset or St. Botolph Club of this city,

a pleasant social resort for good people, objects to

revision of its rules by ecclesiastical authority.

Pressure may repeat the history of L'Institut Cana-

dien of Montreal, which latter concern in the

direct and indirect consequences of its resistance

to arbitrary interference cost the Church of Rome,

among other things, $60,000 in cash.

JOHN A. TAYLOR, corporation counsel of Brook-

lyn, in answer to an inquiry from the Civil Ser-

vice Commission, affirms that women are eligible

to serve in positions under the city government,

and may, the same as men, compete in examina-

tions for these positions. He says very sensibly :

"Clearly, the law should be plain which should

shut out any large class of persons from demon-

strating, under the careful restrictions provided

by your commission, their capacity to serve the

public; and no great hardship can arise from

placing on the salary list a few women from

whose money, collected through the tax-office, we

are constantly paying the salaries of males. "

MR. ALLEN PRINGLE, in his admirable article

in the April number of the Popular Science

Monthly on "Apiculture," says that "the more

advanced scientific bee-keeping of to-day, with-

out assuming much license or latitude, may be

called 'one of the fine arts. ' To the cultured and

æsthetic devotee of art proper in the recesses of

his studio, who has never practically studied the

nature and habits of the wonderful little honey-bee,

and manipulated it from day to day, this claim for

our beloved art may excite a smile. Nevertheless,

the apiarian devotee, who has studied, observed, and

handled the marvellous denizens of his hives for

twenty years, will affirm his art, no less than the

flavor of the nectar it produces, to be, indeed,fine."

REV. DR. GIFFORD condemns the skating rinks

because people go there for pleasure. He seems

to regard pleasure as sinful. "Man," he says,

"cannot love God and pleasure at the same time.

When he loves God, he excludes pleasure. When

he loves pleasure, he excludes God. There is not

room enough in the same soul for both. People

go to skating rinks for pleasure : that is enough

to condemn them." This reminds us of what

Macaulay said of the Puritans, who were opposed

to bear-baiting "not because it gave pain to the

bear, but because it gave pleasure to the specta-

tors." It did not seem to occur to Mr. Gifford

that very many people go to church for precisely

the same reason that people go to the skating

rinks, because of the pleasure it gives them. Mr.

Gifford is as severe in his condemnation of the

theatre as of the rinks. The Boston Herald justly

says : "The philosophy of Mr. Gifford's discourse

is faulty as its statements and deductions are

false, and the religion it teaches is a libel upon

God. The idea that the Creator who made the

coltto play, the lamb to skip, the dog to frolic,

the child to crow and laugh, and all creatures to

be glad in their own way, regards pleasure as so

alien to himself that 'man cannot love God and

pleasure at the same time,' is monstrous. "

We have received a printed circular entitled (

"What Unitarian Christians do Believe and What |

they do not Believe," by Jasper L. Douthit. The

author says that, in preparing this new edition

(the third), he has had the criticism and sugges-

tions of more than a hundred Unitarians, most of

them ministers, and has consulted freely various

statements published by individuals, churches,

and conferences, and especially those issued by

the American Unitarian Association. The first ar-

ticle of the Unitarian creed, as stated by Rev. Mr.

Douthit, is as follows : "Unitarian Christians do

believe in one God, the Father, who is strictly one

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

Person, one Being, and only one ; in Jesus Christ,

the Son of God and the Son of Man; and in the

Holy Spirit, the presence and power of God in

the human soul." Among the other beliefs are

these : "Forgiveness by faith in God through

Christ saves us from a sense of alienation from

God, but it does not immediately remit any other

penalty." "That Jesus Christ is the best teacher

and guide in morals and religion, and the reason,

conscience, and soul are our final authority as to

whathe taught. Our fellowship is a fellowship of

Christian believers, each one being free to define

his own belief for himself." There are not a few

Unitarians who would be unable to subscribe to

the creed stated by Mr. Douthit.

INDUSTRIAL pursuits and commercial interests

depend so largely, in the complex and extended

civilization of modern times, upon international

conditions that war between any two nations

entails more or less loss upon all. A temporary

advance in the price of wheat in this country, in

consequence of a possible war between England

and Russia, is referred to by some as proof of the

great advantage such a war would prove to this

country. This is a short-sighted as well as a

heartless view of the subject. The temporarily

increased activity which might result here in any

department of trade would be more than offset

in the end by the diminished power of purchase

and consumption sure to result from the losses of

the war.

THE Crimean war brought to the grave a mill-

ion soldiers and workmen, so Kinglake declares ;

and the money cost to all the nations involved

has been computed, by a French statistician, to be

over $1,700,000,000. It ought to be impossible

in this enlightened age for two nations to engage

in a contest to settle, by brute force, matters that

belong to the domain of reason. When Mr.

Adams proposed on behalf of the American gov-

ernment to submit the differences in regard to

the Alabama claims to arbitration, Lord Russell

declared rather haughtily that "her Majesty's gov-

ernment are the sole guardians of their own

honor." But other English statesmen favored

arbitration, and the question in dispute was settled

at Geneva in a way that compromised neither

the honor nor the dignity of the parties to the

dispute. Why should not the dispute between

England and Russia regarding the Afghan

boundary be also a subject of that arbitration

which Gladstone declared once to be "a powerful

engine on behalf of civilization and humanity" ?

A writer in the Pall Mall Gazette says, "If ever

there was a question fit to be referred to arbitration,

it is this." As the Chicago Inter-Ocean remarks,

"Before these powers actually get a throat-grip

on each other, and plunge into a bloody struggle,

itwould be worth their while to calculate whether

the advantages either might gain would compen-

sate for a price that might come very close to that

of the Crimean horror." It looks now as though

the Dardanelles and not the Afghan frontier would

prove the point of antagonism between English

and Russian interest.
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A ROPE OF SAND FOR LOGIC.

Joseph Cook has always been fondofsecuring the

indorsement of distinguished names for his views.

And this year, his Boston lectures being particu-

larly thin in their material, and being withal

crowded into a corner by his long "prologues"

and "interludes,"-not to speak of other side- shows

of the "Monday Lectureship,"-stood in special

need of such indorsement. He accordingly solic-

ited letters from well-known theologians, college

presidents, professors, and others, in which the

writers should succinctly state the evidence which

to them respectively was most conclusive for their

belief in the supernatural authority of Christian-

ity. Several such letters were read at the last

two lectures. Most of them, perhaps, were char-

acterized by signs of senility in the writers,

which need not be wondered at, as generally they

were from ex-presidents and ex-professors. But

in none of the letterswas this quality more pain-

fully apparent than in the one from Prof. Park,

of Andover. Among all the writers, Dr. Park

would probably be pronounced as not only the

most famous theologian, but as having naturally

the largest measure of intellectual strength. He

has been a power in the Orthodox Church for half

acentury. In the earlier part of his career, he

was regarded as latitudinarian in doctrine. Lat-

terly, he has been a leader of the conservative

party, and busily intent on trying to prevent the

old landmarks of Orthodoxy from being swept

away by the very doubts and questionings which

his earlier teachings aided in arousing. But, if

his strongest defences are shown in this letter

sent to the "Monday Lectureship," his exertions,

plainly, will be of little avail. The letter dis-

closes the fact that for more than fifty years

he has been anxiously laboring to hold his creed

together by a rope of sand.

Dr. Park begins his letter with a confession of

his early doubts, and of how they were-not re-

moved, but silenced. He says :-

Fifty- five years ago, I was sorely troubledby the ob-

jections of infidels against the morality of the Old Tes-

tament. About that time, I heard of a remark made

by Dr. Channing in private conversation. The re-

mark was this : "I have so high an opinion of the

character of Jesus Christ that I am ready to believe

anything and everything which he says . " This

remark appeared reasonable to me. The perfect

heart of our Saviour would have made his intellect

perfect, and his perfect intellect would have detected

the real character of the Old Testament. If this

character were not good, he would have detected it

and would not have indorsed it. But he did indorse

the Old Testament in the fullest degree and in the

most decisive terms. If I cannot see the propriety

of some of its statements, I believe that he saw it; and

I bowdown before his authority.

Dr. Park here took for the corner-stone of his

creed the original Unitarian averment of the

moral perfection of Jesus. But, even admitting

that position, it is a crumbling foundation on

which to build the Orthodox faith in the Bible

as an infallible revelation. The Unitarians soon

saw the weakness of the argument that entire

purity of heart implied perfect intellectual discern-

ment; and they generally came to say, with James

Martineau, that the one point of infallibility left

in the Bible was the moral character of Jesus,

while all matters therein involving mental knowl-

edge and perception, including Jesus' own mental

beliefs, were to be tested and judged by the ordi-

nary methods of human reason. Some Unitarians

even came to see that to assert the moral perfection

of Jesus as something to be judged apart from reve-

lation would yield no infallible standard, since

that assertion was made only by comparison of

the moral character of Jesus with the finite and

mindwas so impressed by its "grandeur" that all

antecedent improbability against the particular

miracle of the resurrection of Jesuswas removed.

Indeed, Jesus' atonement was so "noble" that

"there seemed to be a propriety that he should

rise from the grave"; ay, "there seemed to be an

impropriety that he should not rise"! And, on

the strength of this seeming "impropriety" that

Jesus should remain in the tomb because of the
nobleness of his act of atonement, Prof. Park

henceforth gave "implicit faith" to the testimony

for the resurrection, which previously his reason

had been unable to accept.

fallible moral standard of man himself; and some

of the bolder ones even affirmed that, according to

their ideal of a morally perfect character, Jesus

did not come up to the standard at every point.

But Dr. Park does not appear to have seen any

of the logical difficulties in the way of building up

the Orthodox doctrine of the Bible on the logically

loose "remark made by Dr. Channing in private

conversation." So he proceeded, merely on his
own "high opinion of the character of Jesus," to

infer that Jesus must have had a perfect intellect,

and thence to infer again that his perfect intellect

would have detected the real character of the Old

Testament so that he would not have indorsed it,

as he did, if its character had not been sound and

good. And thus Dr. Park arrived at the conclu-

sion that, even when his own reason fails to see

the propriety of some of the Old Testament state-

ments, he can believe that Jesus saw it; and he

silences, therefore, his own reason before his

authority. But did Jesus "indorse the Old Testa-

ment in the fullest degree and in the most decisive

terms" ? We have an idea that he questioned

and denied some of the things "said by them of

old time" ; that he made light of not a few of the

ceremonials directed to be observed in the Law

of the Old Testament; that he openly violated | natural nobility of the atoning act-the death of

the Old Testament commandment with regard to

the Sabbath ; and that, in other things, he was a

pretty radical revolutionist in respect to the

Hebrew religion. Prof. Park's logical rope, with

one end attached to Dr. Channing's "remark" and

the other to the "Andover creed," does not appear

tohang well together. And, at best, how far does

his method of inferential logic raise him above

his own "opinion" of Jesus' character, from which

he started ? Has it come to this, that the Ortho-

dox creed rests, for its corner-stone, on the mere

fallible opinion of any man ?

Dr. Park brings forward several points of Ortho-

dox belief, and seeks to substantiate them against

hostile attacks by the same logical (?) method.

We will quote one more of these, the one which

he elaborates at greatest length. It is his argu-

ment for miracles, and is as follows :-

Once more. Fifty-five years ago, I became very

sceptical in regard to the miracles recorded both in

the Old Testament and in the New. The evidence in

favor of them was too strong to allow my disbelief in

them; and, on the other hand, the evidence against

them was too strong to allow my belief in them. I

remained for a long time in painful suspense. But,

when I reflected on the vicarious atonement made by

our Lord, I was so impressed by its grandeur that

miracles in favor of it appeared to be reasonable .

There seemed to be a propriety that he should rise

from the grave. Indeed there seemed to be an

impropriety that he should not rise. His atonement

is so noble, and speaks so directly to the heart, and

is so benign in its influence on men, that it removes

the antecedent improbability against the great mira-

cle of his resurrection. It creates a probability in

favor of that miracle. It justifies our implicit faith

in the testimony which favors it. We fully believe

that Christ rose from the dead. Now, this is the most

stupendous miracle recorded in the Bible. If we be-

lieve the greater, we can easily believe the smaller .

If we believe in one, we can believe in all the mira-

cles connected with that one. Now, all the miracles

in the New Testament are connected with the sub-

lime miracle of Christ's resurrection. All the mira-

cles in the Old Testament are connected with the

same. They were all designed to support the au-

thority and to heighten the honor of the Messiah who

was to come.

Let us analyze this argument. Prof. Park was

unable to accept the ordinary evidence for the

Bible miracles. Though not rejecting them, he

says emphatically that "the evidence against them

was too strong to allow of my [his] belief in

them." He was in a state of "painful suspense."

But, reflecting on the "vicarious atonement," his

It is to be noted, too, that Prof. Park's mind

must have been impressed by the purely natural

aspects of Jesus' death on the cross. The super-

natural halo about his character, the miracle-

element in his life, the ordinary Orthodox doctrine

of the atonement as the act of a dying God, must

all be left out of the question ; for whether or not

Jesus was invested with miraculous powerwas the

very point in debate. If it was the common

Orthodox view of the atonement which so im-

pressed Prof. Park's mind, the argument would

have been in too evident a circle to hold for a

moment. We must assume that it was the simple ,

a noble martyr for a grand cause-that had such a

powerful effect on Dr. Park's mental vision that it

seemed an "impropriety" that so noble a being

should not rise miraculously from the grave ; and

his reason accordingly was convinced that "the

stupendous miracle" of the resurrection of Jesus

was true. Logically, this was a long and remark-

able step; but Dr. Park must have taken this

stride,-unless he described the vicious circle above

indicated.

This great miracle being thus justified to Prof.

Park's faith by the deep impression made upon his

mind by the "grandeur" of the atonement, it be-

came an easy thing for him to accept "all the mira-

cles in the New Testament." The "greater" in-

cludes the "smaller." There may be no logical

connection between them, and the conditions of

the testimony for them may be very different ;

but,when faith has once adjusted its capacity to a

miracle of the size of the physical resurrection of

Jesus, it apparently can take in all the rest with-

out any trouble,-the walking on the water, the

stilling of the waves by a word, the feeding of five

thousand men with five loaves and two fishes, and

the like. The reasoning is not strictly scientific,

the step, again, is long and not exactly logical,

yet it is taken. Dr. Park took it. But still longer

and more extraordinary was that other step by

which Prof. Park went back to the Old Testament

and took into his faith all the miracles there on

the ground that "they were all designed to support

the authority and to heighten the honor of the

Messiah who was to come." This is a proposition

thatwould appear to need some proof. The Jews

apparently thought that the Old Testament mira-

cles had something to do with substantiating their

religious beliefs. But, according to Prof. Park,

they all pointed to the miracle of Jesus' resurrec-

tion, and they are only rendered credible by the

nobility of Jesus' atonement. At least, he him-

self was not able to believe them until his mind

was impressedby the "grandeur" of the "vicarious

atonement" on Calvary.

But Prof. Park has hung upon that impression

on his own mind altogether too heavy a weight.

The chain will not hold. If this is his strong

argument for the supernatural authority of Chris-

tianity, we imagine his defence against infidelity

will raise more doubts than it can allay. Not

all persons are impressed in the same way by the

thought of the "vicarious atonement." Not a few
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people fail to see the nobleness of a transaction

inwhich offended justice is alleged to have been

satisfied by the punishment of an innocent being.

They have the same doubts on other points which

Prof. Park describes himself as having had fifty-

five years ago; but theyhave quite as muchtrouble

over the idea of the atonement, and are not likely

to find relief by his method of cure. It is, indeed,

sad to think of a man with Dr. Park's splendid

intellect and fine scholarship putting down by

such a process the rational protests and natural

inquiries of his vigorous mind, and spending his

long life in constructing an argument for the

Orthodox system of belief, which, as he uncoils it

in this letter to the "Monday Lectureship," proves

to be only a rope of sand.

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

"ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN ? "*

A tract was put into my hands in travelling,

the other day, with this title. The tract distribu-

tordid not wait for an answer. Had he done so,

I should have been obliged to reply, "In your

sense of the word, probably not."

Had he been charitable enough to ask, "Are

you not then, in any other sense, a Christian?" (the

remark would be charitable, observe, as implying

that there might be some other respectable defi-

nition besides his own), I should perhaps have

answered, "I hope so." For manypeople simply

mean by Christian one who "calculates to do

about right," as a good woman once said to me.

And I should be sorry to be left wholly out from

that list.

Yet, if he had taken the trouble to follow the

matter still farther, and had said, "But do you

call yourself a Christian, putting your own mean-

ing on the term ?" then I should probably have

said, "No, I do not."

To be sure, a general word like Christianity

becomes, by much using, like a box with a false

bottom, into which you can put as much or as

little as you please. There are senses in which I

might feel proud to be called a Christian, just as,

if I wrote blank verse, I might be proud to be

called Shaksperian. But as I know that the

word is not generally used in that sense, and as

we cannot spend our lives in giving definitions,

Ishould prefer to be called simply a man-or, if

you like to add an epithet, a good man or a bad

man-rather than a Christian.

Iremember that once, when studying at Divin-

ity Hall in Cambridge, I happened to meet

Octavius Frothingham at the wood-pile in the

cellar; and we passed very rapidly, as students

will, from the knotty wood to some other hard

knots. I said, "Why, if we believe Jesus to have

been simply a man, should we wish to call our-

selves Christians?" He answered, "Ihave no wish

to be called a Christian : I am quite willing to go

through life as a Frothinghamian." His position

then seemed to me very consistent, and I am sure

he has adhered to it well.

The trouble about calling one's self a Christian

is, first, that it is a very vague word, used in

a great variety of meanings. Secondly, that, if

you do not believe Jesus to have been the Christ

(in any but some imaginative, Oriental sense),

you have really no business with the word. And,

thirdly, that the world has been trying for centu-

ries to outgrow these domineering personalities in

religion, as in Buddhism and Mohammedanism,

for instance, and it seems better to throw one's

influence on that side. Every great religious

personality first helps the world and then hinders

it. When we leave Calvin and Wesley and Swe-

denborg, and come among the Calvinists and

*From The Index of Jan. 25, 1873.

Wesleyans and Swedenborgians, we are conscious

of narrowness and imprisonment. The greater

the man, the more he appears to imprison other

men. It seems the divine compensation for the

good that great men do, this belittling they leave

behind them.

now

The profoundest writers of the age have not

missed this truth. Emerson said, twenty-five

years ago : "Genius is always the enemy of genius

by over-imitation. The English divines have

Shaksperianized for centuries." And

Goethe says in the same way, "Shakspere is

dangerous to young poets : they cannot but re-

produce him, while they fancy that they produce

themselves. " (Aphorisms, by Wenckstern, p. 111.)

What then? Are we not to read Shakspere ?

Of course, we are ; as Goethe says elsewhere, in

same book, "The artist who owes all to himself

has very little reason to be proud of his master."

We need teachers ; but it is the exclusive accept-

ance of any one teacher, even though he be the

highest, that dwarfs a man.

It is inevitable, I suppose, that all our sects, in

relaxing the severity of dogma, should pass

through an intermediate period when the wor-

ship of Jesus stands in place of all other creed.

To them, this worship will do good, because it is

a step forward. But, to those who have been ac-

customed to a simple "Natural Religion," this

personal idolatry would be a step backward ; and

it is better to keep clear of it. And it is satis-

factory to think that those who decline to take

Jesus for an exclusive exemplar really get more

good from his example in one way than those

who are more exclusive.

years ago, from his American friends, a bust of

the captain, concerning whom he had written,

"America executing John Brownwouldbe Wash-

ington slaying Spartacus." I was accompanied in

this visit by Theodore Stanton; and, when we

left, the old man attended us to the door, and

parted from us with his habitual graciousness.

This was about two o'clock in the afternoon . The

family were busy with decorations of the house

for the large reception which was to occur in the

evening. Already, at the door outside a crowd had

collected; and I observed a number of policemen,

whose presence suggested the possibility of an

anarchist demonstration. Nothing of the kind

occurred, however ; and the anniversary has passed

off to the general satisfaction.

On the evening before the poet's birthday, a

grand dinner was given at the Hotel Continental,

at which two hundred guests were present. The

leading journalists of Paris were brought together

on this occasion. I expressed to my neighbor

some surprise at seeing there a representative of

the Figaro like M. Wolff along with a socialist

editor like M. Maret, but he said it was the

unique characteristic of Victor Hugo that all par-

ties were united in their love for him. He has

become a figure of France to whom none can be

disloyal. The materialists love him, though he

believes inGod and immortality; and the Catholics

revere him, though they cannot claim him as a

Christian. The only lady among the two hundred

guests, Madame Edmond Adam, who came as an

editor, leaned upon his arm as we passed in to

dinner, and sat by his side. She is accustomed to

declare herself a pagan, a devout believer in the

polytheism of Greece; but what her real religion is

may be gathered by a note contributed to a col-

lection of autographic felicitations presented to

VictorHugo on this occasion : "Maître, Vous avez

la taille de ceux dont les vieux Grecs faisaient des

dieux. Votre amie, dont l'admiration s'accroît avec

vos années, Juliette Adam." Madame Adam is a

beautiful lady, whose wit and grace added much

to the charm of the evening. With the menu was

a leaf on which was a design by Maurice Leloir,

representing two fair genii bearing awreath and

palm to the head of a statue of Victor Hugo.

The speeches were few and brief. Arsène Hous-

saye read a little poem he had composed for

the occasion ; and Mounet-Sully, tragedian of the

Théâtre Français, read effectively a poem written

by Victor Hugo in 1821, entitled "Le Poëte dans

les Révolutions." M. Richard presented to Victor

Hugo the first fascicule of the new édition de luxe

of his works, and also a medal engraved by M.

Roty, on which was a portrait, and on the other

side, around the Muse, the inscription, "Il vivra

éternellement sur les lèvres des hommes." M.

Richard, in his remarks, promised the author that

he would live to see the completed edition of forty

volumes laid on an altar in the Champ de Mars

on the sacred anniversary of '89. Victor Hugo

smiled at this. He appeared deeply interested by

the reading of his poem, repeatedly bowing his

"Shakspere was not made by the study of

Shakspere," nor Jesus by the study of Jesus.

He at least was not a Christian,-in the sense of

dependence on another, whoever else is. If to

be a Christian meant to get spiritual knowledge

at first hand, as Jesus did, the name would be

indeed worth assuming. But, if his disciples are

to be trusted, he ended, like inferior other

prophets, in teaching that no man could come to

the Father but through him; and it is now too

late by eighteen centuries to disentangle this

subtile thread of error from the word "Christian."

If this be so, we shall save ourselves from much

perplexity by not claiming it.

T. W. HIGGINSON.

VICTOR HUGO.

Victor Hugo's eighty-third birthday (February

26) was celebrated in Paris with remarkable en-

thusiasm. Happily, he is not yet too aged to

appreciate the homage which the occasion has

called forth ; although one must read this in his

face, instead of hearing from his lips the response

that he feels. In fact, robust and erect as he

appears, the veteran author is passing into the

Silent Land. Deafness has encroached so far upon

him that he seems disinclined to converse. Per-

haps he suspects his intellectual powers of failing

withhis hearing, though this is far from the fact.

I called upon him, by appointment, on his birth-| head with delight in the splendid rendering.

day; and, though he spoke but little, what he did

say was genial, vigorous, and had in it the old

ring of the orator to whose eloquent conversation I

had listened years ago. His humor also remained.

He was amused by the title given him in the

Pall Mall Gazette which I brought, "The new

King of France," and the ingeniously ugly portrait

which accompanied the article, which otherwise

was gratifying, especially as it quoted Tennyson's

sonnet addressed to him after his hospitality to

the Laureate's son. His face beamed at the name

of old John Brown, his daughter-in-law having

reminded him that I conveyed to him twenty-two

When the speaking was over, and all eyes were

turned upon him, he arose, and said: "Gentlemen,

I can say but a few words. My emotion is too

keen to speak long. You who hear me, and who

are the representatives of French thought,-be

thanked!" When the company passed into an

adjoining room,where conversation was continued,

some of the most eminent persons present con-

versed with young Charles Hugo, a fine-looking

and modest youth of seventeen, who made a

pleasant impression on all. He promises to be a

good outcome of The Art of being a Grandfather.

"Child-lover" is the epithet that Tennyson has
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applied to Victor Hugo, and it is felicitous. The

great happiness of his age is to have little children

around him, and to witness their joys. At the

children's ball, given at the opera Mardi Gras

afternoon, I observed him seated in abox, gazing

with serene delight on the variegated sea of cos-

tumes rippling and dancing before him. Around

him werehisgrandchildren ; and an artist near me

was making a study of the group, which ought

some day to appear in the Salon. Similar balls

are sometimes given at his house, when this old

king of the republic of letters s'amuse in his way,

-that is, in giving delight to others.

It is by his large and quick sympathies that

Victor Hugo has been carried to the Left, where

beats the heart. The son of a warrior, bred in

the camp, his very pleadings for peace have

echoed thunders of the artillery, as in that grand

invective against war uttered in his oration on

the centenary of Voltaire. I heard that oration,

and was impressed by the feeling that, though I

had seen the chief French commanders in the

time of war, here was the ideal marshal of France.

It was a proud soldier still who remained in exile

onhis island for twentyyears, scorning the twice-

offered amnesties of "Napoleon the Little," an-

swering, "When Liberty returns, I will return."

His great heart has pledged him to the people:

the literary fraternity sometimes call him their

father, but to the poor and the toiling his tender-

ness is maternal. On the evening of this birthday

festival, when his drawing-room was full of gay

children bringing him flowers, and a splendidly

dressed company,the oldman was told that at his

door there were some thousands of people, mainly

working men and women, come to pay him homage.

He went to the front window of the ground floor,

and, when it was opened, sat there as the vast

throng filed past, each bowing to him. Then he

said, "My friends, age draws on; but, before I

die, let me say to you how deeply I am touched by

this manifestation"- Here his voice broke down,

and tears flowed freely on his cheeks. The people

were silent with sympathy. Then the aged man

summoned all his powers, and cried out, with a

loud voice, "Vive la république ! " The great crowd

with one voice shouted back, "Vive la république !

Vive Victor Hugo !"-this last cry echoing on

through the great avenue that bears the poet's

name, far and wide into the night.

For some days, the Paris press has been, as it

were, edited by Victor Hugo; and the illustrated

papers especially have devoted themselves to his

apotheosis. L'Univers Illustré has a fine picture of

John Brown pausing on his way to the gallows to

kiss a negro child held in its mother's arms, side

by side with a full-length portrait of the poet.

Victor Hugo's words concerning John Brown have

also inspired a note, included among the auto-

graphs already referred to, from a Haytian negro

physician and scholar here,-St. Louis Joseph

Tanvier, who assures him that his name lives in

the heart of every child of the dark race. These

autographs, collected by the editors of Gil Blas,

and bound finely in red and gold, are very numer-

ous. Jules Simon writes : "Others will thank

Victor Hugo for his works : I thank him for the

unanimous admiration which they have inspired.

All parties and all peoples together applaud his

glory. Of all the spectacles our age shows us

none is more consoling and reassuring than this."

Renan opens the volume with the words, "Onorate

l' altissimo poeta." Alphonse Daudet tells how, in

boyhood, he used to read Victor Hugo all night,

hiscandle veiledwith paper lest the light should

betray him. Naquet writes, "What glory for

France to be the country of Victor Hugo !-Victor

Hugo, less grand because the greatest of poets

than because he has placed his marvellous poetic

genius at the service of the noblest of causes, that

of humanity." Charles Bradlaugh writes, "To

Victor Hugo, poet and pleader for the poor and

suffering, lover of children,teacher of men,hater

of tyrannies, worker of freedom, the reverent and

admiring tribute of C. Bradlaugh." Lord Lyons

writes:-

"Still mayhe have

All 'that which should accompany old age,

Ashonor, love , obedience, troops of friends . "

William Rossetti :-

"Soul of the Poet and Hero of all the world,

With heart for all the world,

Homage and love to thee from all the world."

Wilkie Collins writes, "I offer the tribute of my

respect to the great writer whose works are worthy

of his country, whose life is worthy of his works ."

There are tributes in Greek, Polish, Chinese,

Arabic (Ali Bey), Spanish, Italian,but, alas! only

one from Germany !

The édition de luxe promises to be a superb series

of volumes. The illustrations are by the finest

designers and engravers, and, so far as I have seen

them, are beautiful. This will be the real monu-

ment of Victor Hugo, who, along with Carlyle,

Emerson, and Darwin, will always be regarded as

among the most striking figures and potent influ-

ences which our century has produced.

MONCURE D. CONWAY.

THE PARALYSIS OF THE PULPIT.

Among themanyministers who to-day are per-

ceptibly heretica toward the established creeds of

their churches, how many are cognizant that they

invite, with ill-bestowed temerity, two dangers,-
one of stultification toward the corporate Church,

and one of stultification toward individual com-

municants ? The innocent early-day acquiescence

in loosely considered confessions of faith often re-

turns in later life as a spectre to vex good souls

struggling toward the light. Wemust,in looking

over this field, always, of course, allow for the un-

conscious heresies that appear in men who here-

after may realize their position ; for a great deal of

such growth is evident to an inquirer. This care

is necessary, in order that wemaynot dowrong to

those who, hedged by an organized intolerance

which gives little liberty once it is sworn to,

writhe and tear the flesh in manly endeavor to

escape bonds. But, after we have yielded this

much, the limit of concession is reached. The

further wranglings between the pulpits and the

synods is not so habited as to command respect

or sympathy. Up to a certain point, the thinker

maybelieve his new views in accord with dogmas

he conceives to be necessary truths. The time

must come, however, when the moral nature of the

man is submitted to test, and, when acknowledged,

must take the place of suspected heresy. In the

United States, to-day, we can recall numberless

instances in which this seeming course is being

enacted. Some among the heretics are merely

formal Protestants,-alleging not that a dogma,

for example, is wrong, but that the Church's in-

terpretations of it are unequal to the trials of the

age. But, generally, the difficulty presents one

side, dealing not with varied offences, but with

the common sin that persuades men to live under

and by stated professions long after the substance

of such professions is, to them, dissipated.

The pulpit is full of compromise. This comes

from the fact that dogmatic religion is parading

without a definition. It was once possible to bring

all harbored within stated enclosures down to a

common covenant. That is no longer done. The

small advisory boards of the sects are given up

indeed is the preacher brought to an absolutede-
scription of what he thinks as to the future life !

Once,hellwas an actual factor forChristianpropa-
gation. Who dares to make it that now? The

hypocrisy of unmeaning profession has usurped

all potent places, and given the world fashion as

a substitute for faith. Loosely sit all the demands

for sincerity. Can we wonder, knowing this to be

so, that men in the pulpit can dare to outrage

every moral duty, and preach that which gives

the lie to their own souls and to the creed under

whose shadow they claim warrant ? Truly, the

man "without God in the world" is not the man

whose heart tells him that no infinite love exists

in the far-away skies to shape human life to cer-

tain ends, and who dares so to make a courageous

deed of his persuasion. Rather is the "atheism"

elsewhere, each could tell us inwhat neighboring

pulpit, among the offenders, who are the "God-in-
vested" of form and spiritual disease !

If ever evil needed that passion of righteous

denunciation should follow it, this, first and fore-

most, appeals to honest men. Do we seek the soul

or the vestment of truth ? And, if it is the soul,

do we not insult Nature herself byforging aname

whose honor we have no warrant to make trade

and barter with ? What is life to serve, if not

trust in its only true sense? We bow to false

gods of our own creation the while we scorn those

innate to natural power. This taint that vitiates

the pulpit thought of modern days soils all that

is called "the religious life." It makes men turn

aside from the open pathway upon which their

untrammelled inclinations would lead, to seek the

jungles and serpentine resorts of literature. It

leads to invention of useless terms, to sophistical

efforts to establish consistency, to effeminating

measures to emotionalize an audience intoforget-

fulness of intellectual implications, to a complica-

tion of external trappings that could be relied on

to varnish the hollowness of spiritual promise. Is

this nothing over which we need be anxious ? Is

justice so unmeaning that it deserves tobe traded

off for hypocrisy and tergiversation.

No one impugns the pure souls whose order of

life is the same without and within. But the pul-

pit collectively gives out no such clear note at this

day. Any one who doubts the declaration needs

but to nail the first minister he meets to a defi-

nition. The road must be narrow, if we would

hold our victims on such an occasion ! When we

do meetwith such men as accept the challenge,-

we might name Dr. Shedd,-those supposed most

closely to agree with them cry out that the Church

claims judgment for its to-day, not its yesterday.

But when, again, we take the complaint in good

faith and ask them, "What of the now?" evasion

still stands foremost to baffle inquiry.

Norcan I wonder that the preaching of the time

is simple equivocation. Long ago,men ceased re-

sorting to the Biblical arguments for the State and

ordinary social life. The common intellect found

it necessary in science to explain phenomena by

other than first century learning. To attempt to

cling to religious truths of early ages while part-

ing with all other primitive cogitations outrages

reason. Therefore, integrity, as it generally finds

expression in churches, speaks with a forked

tongue. There is no marvel whatever in the

experience. It is not possible to fit childhood's

dreams with maturity's realities. However the

inspiration lasts, the material grows old. Then

comes in the conflict for the newbody. The test

involves the wreck of formalism.

There is something forbidding to an unfettered

intellect in the contemplation of the struggles

manymen in pulpits invite before they are will-

now to dissension and uncertainty. How rarelying to resignnames and things which no longer of
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the inmost thought and to honor every soul's en-

deavor to unseal the mysteries, no tale of outrage

would ever be written. When we strain con-

science, making it speak for others, and not for

us, we subject nature to a tension which distorts

and endangers the course of life.

No word of philosophy can be thought by a

capable head to be the final outgiving. Because

preachers have long closed every problem, they

dare not now open the doors even to themselves.

And here is the confessed spoliation of spiritual

treasure. I honor the man who is equal to his

conscience. I can applaud the thinker who dares,

when light comes, to leave the windows open.

And, when creeds change to bonds, what more

noble than the heart that refuses to wear them ?

For more than so single a regard for integrity I

ask no man. Conformity canbe the burden of no

free song. But the world of the spirit to-day asks

explanation from establishments ; and because their

blood has lost purity and vigor, and they cannot

right accrue to them. Allowing for every force

"bred in the bone," the dissimulation (for it is

practically that) presents a danger which, while

incident to fossilized organization, is repugnant to

the taste of an enlightened investigator. Think

(for each one can), as fitting here illustratively, of

the divers Unitarians who have so sadly pacified

all feeling of independence. That Church, if we

but duly note it, contains, along with some of the

noblest of men, a whole cavalcade of officers and

privates to whom the idea of consistency seems an

insult. Perhaps we do wrong to claim an excep-

tional coherency from Unitarians. I can easily

admit that, if Unitarianism is willing to pool its

issues in the Orthodox pot. But, if we have the

right to ask explicitness of the mediæval remains,

we certainly are entitled to an explanation from

this new expositor, who rebukes mediævalism for

its lax lines and magnificent subterfuges. No in-

stances of clerical recalcitrancy are apt so forcibly

to offend as those found among Unitarians. For

that sect, even radicals, who do not halt with it, ❘ give what is required, it has turned its face farther

have a natural affection. Yet what shall we say

of its cowardice? As the last stopping-place in

"respectability," it shelters a refined clique of the

educated and the aspiring, who, did they but obey

their free sense of reason or their just interpreta-

tion of the Unitarian name, would no further out-

rage Jesus by a hypocritical use of his prestige, or

insult the science of the day by dubbing its devo-

tees philosophers of "pigwash." What is this

"Lordship" of the Eastern Shepherd that we find

still accepted by Unitarians ? Was it ever reason-

ably defined from the Unitarian ground-plan ? Is

it not a nursing of old figures of speech ? Does it

not falsely give one ear to the future and one to

the past, and accept favors, like a faithless woman,

from rival hands ?

So we may indeed see how a sin scarcely ob-

servable to the naked eye, and never clear to those

who won't see it, ramifies near and distantly, to

the ruin of pure aspiration. How sublimely does

the Nihilism of Stepniak, obvious as are its faults,

transcend such dainty handling of the truth ! To

me, belief that is present in every act of the man

is always admirable. Rather, undue passion, ex-

cess of emotion, a wide wandering from reason,

than play and by-play with the precious mo-

ments of the soul ! What can the "permission" of

bishops, the compliments of weak-hearted congre-

gations, the power of a big salary, do to assuage

the thirst of unsatisfied nature? Men turn their

backs on themselves. They approve the moral

laxity of congregations by preaching to Pleasure

rather than Duty. We will have growth in the

church, they remark placidly. Say, rather, growth

in hypocrisy! It is to sad eyes that organized

"religion" so disports itself. What is saving to

moral impulsion springs from other though dis-

credited sources. From this soaked and rotted

body, hope is forever gone.

The passing age is that of "Red Revolution,"

over which the major number of men express hor-

ror. But I confess that to me there is a danger

in the hypocrisy of churchly preaching which I

cannot find in the hearty endeavor and unquestion-

ing faith of the revolutionist. And, at least in the

degree of candor and trust, the latter outdoes the

best word of the unsexed priesthoods. The Nihil-

ists in Russia, the Fenians in Paris, the Socialists

inGermany, pin their indorsements to an explicit

message. It is because the world is full of self-

seeking and mental cowardice that this compari-

son becomes possible. Nor dare 1 urge emphati-

cally against means of revolution that my heart

condemns, while I find that murder and assassina-

tion naturally come in rebound from a fruitful

hypocrisy. If we all dared to face the world with

east. The playfulness of the formalists, the

suavity of approving bishops, the sophistry of anx-

ious money-gatherers, the dull, dead level of com-

mon preachment, can embarrass, but not stay the

movement. And, while we can anxiously regard

the struggles of isolated souls which strive through

an indefinite light to penetrate beyond old stand-

points, scarcely daring to leave loved pulpits even

when the word of separation is due, we cannot

pause to justify weakness and hesitation when so

much hard labor is needed at the front.

HORACE L. TRAUBEL.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE F. R. A.

The annual business meeting of the Free Relig-

ious Association will be held in Parker Fraternity

Hall, Boston, Thursday evening, May 28, at 7.45.

The usual conventions will be held in Parker

Memorial Hall Friday morning and afternoon, as

will be more fully announced next week. The

Festival will take place on Friday evening in the

Meionaon.

F. M. HOLLAND,

Assistant Secretary.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

THE Mormon President Taylor in his "general

epistle" says, "If we are sinners, Abraham was

also. " Very possibly, but Abraham is not at pres

ent within the jurisdiction of the United States.-

Springfield Republican.

RECENT articles in The Index by Mrs. Eliza

beth Cady Stanton have been republished in tract

form under the title of The Christian Church and

Women. Price 5 cents a copy, 50 cents a dozen.

For sale at The Index office.

In the death of David B. Morey, of Malden,

Mass., liberal thought has lost an earnest and use-

ful friend. He was, years ago, a supporter of the

anti-slavery cause, and of the Free Religious Asso-

ciation from its foundation up to the time of his

death. He was, in fact, interested in every pro-

gressive movement; andhe generously contributed

to advance whatever he believed true and right.

CORRESPONDENTS of the late Miss Emily J.

Leonard, of Meriden, Conn., who have in their

possession letters from her will confer a favor by

loaning such of them as may be of service in a

record of her life, to Miss G. L. Leonard, 65 L

Street, North-west, Washington, D.C., who will

promptly return them to their owners after copy-

ing the portions of them found useful for a con-

templated biography.

AGAIN, last Sunday evening, Col. Ingersoll ad-

dressed a vast audience in the Boston Theatre,

holding his hearers spell-bound nearly two hours

by his wit and eloquence. His subject was

"Blasphemy." There can be no stronger proof of

Col. Ingersoll's power as an orator than the fact

that with the thought the Investigator was advocat-

ing on its own merits half a century ago, he can

every year fill the Boston Theatre with an audi-

ence glad to hear him as long as he cares to

speak. Here is one passage from the lecture :

"To live on the unpaid labor of others is blas-

phemy. It is blasphemy to build dungeons for

the soul, to frighten babes with the threat of

hell, to appeal from reason to brute force, from

principle to prejudice, from justice to hatred, to

answer argument with calumny, to beat wives

and children, to persecute for opinion's sake,-in

fact, every act which adds to the sum of human

misery is blasphemy. What is worship ? To do

justice, to defend the right, to be strength for the

weak, to be a shield for the defenceless, to keep

the peace between neighbors and nations, to labor,

-all these are worship. To build a home, to fell

the forest, to delve in mines for the love of

woman,-this is worship. To fill with joy the

heart of her who rocks the cradle of her child,-

this is worship. It is worship for the husband

to watch by the bedside of his sick wife, and kiss

her hand in devotion when it is no more dimpled ;

it is worship for the wife to cling to a husband

and lift him from the gutter of degradation, mak

ing him by her love once more a man. Bodies

are sacred, not books and rituals. Human happi-

ness is sacred, and whoever clouds the sunshine

of a heart is a blasphemer. The total of useful

human labor,-that is the Bible. All the poems

and pictures, the statues and the dramas, the dis-

coveries of science and the inventions of genius,

the prattle of babes and the lullabies of mothers,

and the words of honest men,-these constitute the

real Bible."

THE MELODY.

Oh, solemnly and slow

For The Index.

Those deep, bass notes are sounding,

Thosedeep, bass notes are sounding,

So solemnly and slow;

While harsher chords revealing

Sad dissonance of feeling,

Withwail, like miserere,follow the music low.

But list! above the strain,

In clearest, liquid sweetness,

In clearest, liquid sweetness,

Far up above the strain

An angel voice is singing,

Amelody is ringing:

On spirit wings our souls to heaven mount with its pure

refrain.

How like it is to life!

The solemn music throbbing ,

The solemn music throbbing,

How like it is to life!

With chords of sadness thrilling,

With dissonances filling

Oursouls with wail of sorrow, with mortal anguish rife.

But catch the strain above,

Sweet strain divine and holy,

Sweet strain divine and holy,

Ah, catch that strain above !

One joy receiving, giving,

Makes all life has in living,

The melody we hear through all, sweet strain of human

love!

ANNA OLCOTT COMMELIN.
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A Study of Primitive Christianity.

BY LEWIS G. JANES .

VIII.

THE CHURCH IN THE APOSTOLIC AGE.

Conflict with Orientalism : The Gnostic Sects .

The first Christian century covers the period in

Roman history from the time of Augustus to that

of Trajan, including the reigns of Tiberius, Ca-

ligula, Claudius, Nero, Galba, Otho, Vitellius,

Vespasian, Titus, Domitian, and Nerva. Many

of these reigns were of short duration, and the

contact of the early emperors with infant Chris-

tianity was slight and unimportant. This period,

however, was a notable one in the history of the

growing faith. At this time, the conflict began

between those tendencies and doctrines which

subsequently became recognized as authentically

representative of orthodox Christianity and cer-

tain opposing ideas and tendencies, mainly of

Oriental origin, which threatened at one time to

turn the thought and life of Christendom into

other and entirely different channels . The chief

of these conflicting tendencies was that known as

Gnosticism. "Gnosticism," says Prof. Allen, "is

a genuine and legitimate outgrowth of the same

general movement of thought which shaped the

Christian dogma. "* The school of Marcion, and,

less evidently, the other Gnostic sects, bore a

direct relationship to that form of Hellenized

Christianity which arose from the thought and

instruction of Paul. Gnosticism was an honest

attempt, by professing Christians, to solve the

problem of the universe in accordance with an

intellectual system, the materials of which it drew

mainly from the dualistic Orientalism of Persia,

and to a lesser degree, perhaps, from the philoso-

phies of India and Egypt. It is not our purpose

to present here any detailed account of the various

Gnostic sects. A brief description of the general

*Christian History. By Joseph Henry Allen. For an

account of Gnosticism, see also Baur, History of the

Church in the First Three Christian Centuries ; Milman,

History of Christianity, etc.

principles upon which their philosophy was

founded is, however, necessary to a correct under-

standing of the attitude of primitive Christianity

toward the Eastern philosophical systems and of

the natural development of Christian dogma.

The complete dualistic separation of God-the

Supreme Light and only perfect being-from the

material universe was assumed as the philosophi-

cal basis of the Gnostic systems. To span this

apparently impassable gulf and account for the

creation of the world and the orderly government

of the universe, the Gnostics had recourse to the

Oriental theory of creation by emanation. From

the Supreme Mind emanated a series of Æons, or

"Eternals," the highest order of which proceeded

directly from Deity himself ; while the inferior

orders were related logically and genetically toman

and the material universe. These æons were con-

ceived as male and female, united in marriage, and

thus transmitting by generation the creative force

from God to matter and to man. In the system of

Valentinus, Depth, or the Abyss, and Silence, or

Thought, begat Nous, or Mind, and Alethea, or

Truth. These in turn begat Logos, or Reason, and

Zoe, or Life; and these gave birth to Man and

Ecclesia, the Church or Ideal Society. The world

in its present state, they argued, must have had a

beginning. Time and circumstance must have had

a beginning also. Before them existed only the

Infinite, not indeed an infinite void, but an in-

finite Pleroma, or fulness, represented by the Eons.

Man, by reason of his alliance with matter, was

fallen from the high estate of a spiritual being.

The Gnostic conception of the fall of man was,

therefore, not ethical, but philosophical or meta-

physical. Mind was degraded by contact with

matter; and salvation, through the influence of the

Æon, Christ, was regarded as the means of dissolv-

ing this temporary copartnership, of liberating

the pure mind from its material associations .
Gnosticism, in its leading schools, was the com-

plete antithesis of Judaism ; and Yahweh, the God

of the Jews, even became the Gnostic demiourgos,

the creator and ruler of the evil material uni-

verse, the antagonist of the Supreme Mind, the

true and only Deity. The man Jesus was wholly

absorbed in the ideal Christ: his bodily appear-

ance was a mere phantom; and the Christ, no

longerregarded as a person, was represented as a

universal cosmic principle rather than a principle

of moral regeneration. Many of the Gnostic

teachers were undoubtedly the intellectual supe-

riors of their orthodox opponents, but in the

character of their strength lay also the source and

explanation of their weakness. The final down-

fall of Gnosticism as a part of the Christian

system was a logical necessity. It broke the

historical continuity of Christian development in

separating itself entirely from Judaism, and sev-

ered also the logical continuity in subordinating

the ethical element, supreme in the teaching of

Jesus, to a mystical and metaphysical philosophy

which was foreign to his thought. In the second

century, we find orthodox Christianity crystalliz-

ing its primitive dogmatic tendencies free from

the metaphysical philosophy of Gnosticism, and

"equally removed," says Dean Milman, "from its

unmingled and unsullied original, the Judæo-

Christianity of Palestine, of which the Ebionites

appear to have been the last representatives. " *
Judæo-Christianity : The Ebionites .

We have already had occasion to speak of the

Ebionites as the recipients of the earliest Judæo-

Christian tradition. We would err greatly, how-

ever, if we were to suppose that they adhered

strictly to all the forms of ancient Judaism, or

maintained its doctrine unalloyed and uncon-

•History of Christianity.

taminated. Pharisaic Judaism and, still more,

such sects as the Essenes had already assimilated

much from Oriental sources ; and Jewish Chris-

tianity resembled these later sects much more

closely than the primitive faith of the Hebrews.

From Oriental sources had come the later Mes-

sianic doctrines and the current millenarianism of

the time,-the rite of baptism, andprobablywhat-

ever is most noteworthy in the ascetic tendencies

which some of the Jewish sects exhibited in com-

mon with many of the followers of Jesus. The

Persian dualism had entered deeply into the doc-

trines of the Nazarenes and Ebionitic Christians.

They regarded the present world as the kingdom

of Satan,-as wholly corrupt and given over to

the powers of evil. Out of this conception grew

their characteristic doctrine of the blessedness of

poverty. Those who enjoyed the wealth and

luxuries of the present world, it was believed,

wouldbe deprived thereof in the kingdom of the

future.

After the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, the

Christian Church of the apostles removed in a

body to the Batanea, near the Jordan River, where

they continued their organization, and numbered

among themselves the descendants of the family

of Jesus. It is related that, during the reign of

Domitian, the emperor, being informed of the

existence of a family descended from the ancient

Hebrew kings, according to the then established

tradition of the royal lineage of Jesus,-ordered

them to be brought before him; but, on beholding

their hands hardened with toil and their general

appearance of poverty, he ceased to regard them

as possible rivals, or insurrectionists against his

authority, and permitted them to return unmo-

lested to their homes.

The Ebionites, like the Essenes, were very ab-

stemious in their habits, living, according to Epi-

phanius, entirely on a vegetarian diet. Clement

of Alexandria confirms this tradition, and de-

clares that the Apostle Matthew and James, the

brother of Jesus, ate no meat. The Ebionites

practised circumcision, and kept the Jewish

Sabbath, the feasts of the new moon, and the

passover. They celebrated the eucharist with

unleavened bread, and with water instead of

wine. They attached great importance to the

doctrine of angels, which the Jews had derived

from the Persian angelology, and closely connected

Christ with this order of supernatural beings .

The community at Batanea continued to use the

Syro-Chaldaic tongue, incommon with the inhabi-

tants of the region in which they dwelt. They

made use of a primitive Gospel written in that

language, which has been identified as the Gospel

of the Hebrews. It contained no reference to the

miraculous birth of Jesus, but directly affirmedhis

manhood, commencing with the assertion, as from

the mouths of the apostles, "There was a man

named Jesus, about thirty years old, who hath

chosen us out. " * The earliest generations of the

Nazarenes, or Ebionitic Christians, wholly rejected

the dogma of Christ's divinity. During the third

and fourth centuries, however, some of their num-

ber appear to have assigned to him a unique and

supernatural character, approaching the conception

of a divine being.

The Legend of Simon Magas.

Among the earliest and mostnoteworthy Ebion-

itic documents are the pseudo-Clementine Homi-

lies. Herein we have an account of the alleged

contest between the Apostle Peter and one Simon

Magus, or Simon the magician,who is represented

as a sorcerer and teacher of false doctrines, who

travelled through Europe and Asia Minor, claim-

*See the compilation of extant fragments of this Gospel
byDr. Nicholson.
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ing to be a Christian teacher, assuming to work

miracles in the name of Christ, and even seeking

confirmation as an apostle at the hands of Peter

and John. The Acts of the Apostles also men-

tions Simon Magus; and there is no doubt that

this legend obtained general recognition among

the Christians of the early part of the second

century, though no mention of Simon is made in

the secular history of the period, and his identity

as an historical personage is more than problem-

atical.

From the general character of the descriptions

found in the Homilies and elsewhere, the rational

investigator can hardly fail to be convinced with

Baur* and other liberal scholars that Simon

Magus is no other than an Ebionitic caricature of

the Apostle Paul. Peter is made to pass over

almost the exact route of Paul in his authentic

journeyings in following Simon around to extir-

pate the seeds of heresy and dissension which he

had sown among the churches. There is no his

torical evidence, however, that Peter ever went

into Europe at all; and the entire story of the

Homilies must be regarded in the light of a semi-

historical romance. Beausobre terms SimonMagus

"the hero of the romance of heresy" ; and Dean

Milman says of the Homilies, "That in their

present form they are a kind of religious romance

few will doubt." †

According to the story, Simon was accompanied

in his wanderings by abeautiful but frail woman

named Helena, who is doubtless nothing else than

the personification of the Hellenic philosophy and

influence so noticeable in the writings of Paul,

and so demoralizing to the primitive doctrine of

Jesus, according to the views of the Ebionites.

In the following address to Simon, recorded in the

Homilies, the allusion to Paul is plain and unmis-

takable : "Even though our Jesus appeared to

thee in a vision, made himself known to thee,

and talked with thee, he was wroth with thee as

an adversary, and therefore spoke to thee through

visions and dreams, or it may be through outward

revelations ; but can any man be commissioned

to the office of teacher by a vision ? And, if thou

sayest it is possible, why did the teacher go about

constantly for a whole year with men who were not

dreaming, but awake? And how can we believe

that he revealed himself to thee ? How can he

have appeared to thee, who hast opinions contrary

to his doctrines ? If thou really didst become an

apostle by his appearing to thee and instructing

thee for one hour, then expound his sayings,

preach his doctrines, love his apostles, and dispute

not with me who was with him! For thou hast

striven against me as an adversary, against me, the

strong rock, the foundation of the church !" How

significant is this language in connection with the

notable fact that Paul quotes but once the

words of Jesus, and in connection also with his

boast that he withstood Peter at Antioch "to his

very face" !

Simon Magus is everywhere represented as a man

of ecstatic, visionary experiences,-an admitted

characteristic of Paul. He is said to have been

born in Samaria; and Epiphanius testifies to the

existence of a similar traditional belief among the

Ebionites in regard to Paul. The doctrines of

Simon, as represented in the Homilies, are ex-

aggerations, and often misrepresentations, of the

Oriental and philosophical teachings of Paul.

Simon is said to have called himself the first
æon or emanation from the Deity,-a Gnostic

conception, which is applied, not to Paul, but to

Christ, in the Epistle to the Hebrews,-at the

History of the Church in the First Three Christian
Centuries. By Ferdinand Christian Baur.

†History of Christianity, vol. ii.

time when the Homilies were written, probably

attributed to Paul. Simon is also represented as

a believer in angels and demoniacal influences,

and as making it his avowed object to emancipate

mankind from these evil powers. Paul's dualism

is exaggerated; and the Oriental doctrine of the

evil nature of the material universe, found in the

Pauline Epistles, is greatly intensified.

The conception of Simon Magus as an historical

characteronce having gained a foothold among the

traditions of the early Christians, many curious

legends grew up concerning him; and his true

character as identified with Paul was ultimately

forgotten. To this day, he is usually deemed by

orthodox theologians to be an historical person-

age; and some regardhim as one of the founders

of Gnosticism. There can be little doubt, how-

ever, that the theory of Baur presents the true

explanation of the romance of the Homilies.

Against the original "Simon Pure," in the person

of Simon Peter, the writer set up this opposing

picture of the false Simon, or Simon the magician,

who, in his character of an attempted purchaser

of apostolic honors, becomes the originator of the

ecclesiastical crime of simony. This is doubtless

a slanderous accusation against Paul; and its only

apparent historical foundation appears to be dis-

covered in a circumstance every way honorable to

him, the fact that he raised and contributed

money to the struggling church of Peter and the

so-called "pillar" apostles at Jerusalem . *

Nero and the Earliest Christian Persecutions .

The Apocalypse, or Book of Revelation, written

probably about 68 A.D., shortly before the destruc-

tion of Jerusalem and soon after the death of

the Emperor Nero, is also a document of strong

Judæo-Christian tendencies. Some of its obscure

references to the circumstances of the period have

doubtless been correctly interpreted by Renan and

other critics of the liberal school. At the time of

Nero occurred the most notable of the early per-

secutions of the Christians ; though violent oppo-

sition to the new doctrine, regarded as a phase of

Judaism,had already commenced during the reign
of his predecessor, Claudius. At this time, dissen-

sions had arisen in the Jewish colony at Rome ;

and, regarding the Christians as merely an insig-

nificant sect of the Jews, Claudius had punished

them all together with indiscriminate severity.

The Jews were generally looked upon as atheists

and contemners of the popular religion ; and the

Christians thus experienced the truth of the

homely proverb, "Give a dog a bad name, and

then hang him."

The character of Nero, as preserved to us in

history, is a most remarkable and detestable one.

He was the traditional æsthete of his period. A

scholar, proficient in both the Greek and Latin

languages, a writer of poetry, and critic of no

mean pretensions, he accepted the debased philos-

ophy of the Epicureans, and gave to their concep-

tion of happiness as the ideal end of existence a

purely selfish and sensuous interpretation. "In

the strictly modern sense of culture," says Renan,

"as distinguished from original philosophical spec-

ulation or scientific research, he was the most

widely and exquisitely cultivated man that ever

enjoyed an autocrat's opportunities for self-grati-

fication." † In his later life, he was given over

to the most unexampled exhibitions of luxury,

mingled with cruelty and the grossest sensuality.
While he lived, he was greatly admired, even by

many among the cultivated classes. In accord-

ance with the custom of the period, he received

divine honors as an incarnate deity. "He was

*Romans xv. , 25-28.

† The Antichrist. By Ernest Renan.

called Zeus, the liberator," says Tiele, "and even

the saviour of the world." * Expiring, it is said,

with a sentence of Homer on his lips, he left a

name execrated by all succeeding generations.

The great fire at Rome in the year 64 A.D.,

which some of his contemporaries attributed to

the act or command of Nero himself, was by him

charged upon the Christians. Their identification

with the hated Jews, the false interpretation of

their publicly proclaimed doctrine of the speedy

destruction of the world by fire, their isolation

and avoidance of the public games and the popu-

lar worship of the gods, prepared the populace to

believe the slander, and to rejoice in the acts of

persecution which followed its promulgation. The

refinements of cruelty resorted to by Nero at this

time were previously unknown in communities

claiming to be civilized, and are only equalled in

history by the subsequent annals of the Christian

inquisition. Some of the victims were crucified;

others, clad in the skins of wild beasts, were torn

in pieces by ferocious dogs in the presence of the

populace ; others, enveloped in sheets dipped in

tar, oil, or resin, and bound to upright poles,

served as torches to illuminate the scenes of these

horrid festivities. These executions often took

place in the imperial gardens; and Nero, in the

garb and attitude of a gladiator, rode to and fro

in the midst of the carnival of horrors, courting

and receiving the popular applause. Mythological

dramas, involving the death or torture of some

hero, were represented not only "to the life," but

even to the death of their actor-victims. "At the

close of the performance," says Renan, "Mercury,

with a red-hot iron rod, touched every corpse to

see if it would stir ; and masked lackeys, simulat-

ing Pluto or Orcus, dragged the dead out by their

feet, smashing with mallets everything that be-

trayed signs of life." Not only Christians, but

many other convicts and prisoners, were among

the victims of this infamous emperor.

The Doctrine of the Antichrist.

Nero died by suicide at the private villa of

Phaon, one of his courtiers. His corpse was not

exposed to public recognition. It was even be-

lieved by some that the body of another was sub-

stituted for that of the emperor at the burial.

The idea soon became prevalent that he still lived,

had fled to Persia or the East, and would presently

return at the head of a Parthian army, and resume

his imperial sway. Such a conception easily took

possession of the terrified objects of his persecu-

tion. To the Christians, he naturally and inevi-

tably became the ideal opponent of Jesus, the

antichrist, the incarnation of all that was sen-

suous and evil as opposed to the incarnation of all

that was spiritual and good. The idea of the anti-

christ was a creation of Judaism during the period

of the growth of the Messianic doctrine. Some

writers even trace it back to the prophet Ezekiel.

The incarnate representative of evil was identi-

fied with the person of Antiochus Epiphanes dur-

ing the Maccabæan period, and is the "man of

sin" of the Pauline Epistles.

The name "antichrist" is found in the New

Testament only in the Epistles of John. The

Apocalypse, however, is the book which especially

presents Nero in this character. "If the Gospel is

the book of Jesus," says Renan, "the Revelation

is the book of Nero." In the description of the

Apocalyptic visions, the name "Babylon" is evi-

dently substituted forRome; the beast with seven
heads that rose out of the sea is the Roman Em-

pire from Augustus to Otho ; the fifth head is

Nero, the fifth Emperor, "wounded unto death."

He was the one "who was, and is not, and is to

*History of Religion. By Prof. Tiele, of the University

ofLeyden.
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be." He was the El Mahdi of that period, the

leader of the hosts of sin, whose return and tem-

porary triumph would be the precursor of the ad-

vent of the heavenly kingdom. In the simple and

superstitious expectation of the early Christians,

he would soon reappear to inaugurate that interval

of woe, calamity, and misfortune which, in the

prophetic language of the gospel tradition, was to

be the herald of the return of Jesus to reign over

the saints upon the regenerated earth. "Thanks

to the Apocalypse," says Renan, "Nero has for

Christianity the importance of a second founder.

His odious visage has become inseparable from

the face of Jesus. Huger grown from age to age,

the monster, sprung from the nightmare of the

year 64, has become a fearful incubus on the Chris-

tian conscience, the sombre giant of the evening

of the world. To this day, in Armenia the name

of the Antichrist is Neron. In the seventeenth

century, a folio of five hundred and fifty pages

was composed upon his birth and education, his

vices and his wishes, his perfumes and his women,

his teachings, his miracles and his junketings."

There is no doubt, however, that Nero was much

more to Christianity than the new faith was to

him. By him, it was little noticed, save at the

moment when it served as the convenient means

of turning from himself the odium of the popu-

lace, aroused by the incendiary conflagration at

Rome. The Apostolic Period, on the whole, was

favorable to the growth of Christianity, which

found in its own insignificance and obscurity the

essential conditions of its early development.

Other Characteristics of Christian Thought in

thisAge.

In such an atmosphere of strange and fantastic

ideas, we discover the Christians of the Apostolic

Age. Surely, if there is much in their ways of

thought and life, in their doctrine of human broth-

erhood and their generally pure morality, to give

encouragement for the future, there was also much,

upon a superficial view, to justify the denuncia-

tion of the new sect by Tacitus as "an execrable

superstition. " Clement of Rome, the venerated

Father of the Church, writing at the close of the

first century, relates the mythical story of the

phenix as a well-known fact of natural history,

and uses it as an argument for the resurrection.

Tertullian, a century later, was equally credulous.

The writer of the Epistle of Barnabas asserts that

the hyena is male and female on alternate years.

Belief in demons and demoniacal possession was a

universal Christian delusion. The sun, moon, and

stars were deemed to be living creatures. The

lofty ethics and noble example of Jesus were al-

ready becoming obscured by puerile dogma, super-

stition, and ritualism. The triumph of Christi-

anity, with these ideas predominant, seemed likely

to extinguish the better elements in the primitive

gospel tradition. The supernatural Christ-the

incarnate Deity-was beginning to usurp the

position of the Man of Nazareth in the minds of

his followers. The subsequent history of the evo-

lution of the Roman hierarchy and of its secular

triumph did much to justify the original gospel

teaching of the blessedness of poverty and the

unrighteousness of the mammon of this world.

Yet, beneath all this incubus of puerile supernatu-

ralism, the toiling poor in the Christian commu-

nities, little caring for disputes about dogma or

subtle questions concerning the relation of the

Son to the Father, held fast to the conception of

Christ as the Good Shepherd, and clung to the

hope, born of the gospel promises, that the day of

their trial and suffering would soon pass away, and

that the time would speedily come when all men

should dwell as equals in the kingdom of the

heavenly Father.

CORRESPONDENCE.

A DARK SEANCE.

Editors of The Index:-

When the great naturalist A. R. Wallace an-

nounced himself as a convert to Spiritualism and

issued his book on Modern Miracles , it caused a great

many students of science to investigate spiritualistic

phenomena, because it seemed that a man like Wal-

lace, author of The Malay Archipelago and other valu-

able works, could scarcely have been duped on such

subjects as "table rapping," "trance mediums," etc.;

but a careful perusal of Mr. Wallace's book on the

subject proves that ascientific thinker in the domain

of natural history may be a very poor thinker, and a

very illogical one, outside his own particular sphere.

For some years, Ihave sought every opportunity

to investigate the matter, but with poor success :

either the "conditions were not favorable" or the

particular medium I patronized was "a fraud,"-а

fact which was generally announced after I had

discovered it for myself.

When Mrs. Isabella Beecher Hooker was an-

nounced to speak on the subject in this city a few

evenings ago,her name seemed a guarantee of good

faith. So I formed one of an audience ofsome eighty

people who were gathered in a pleasant parlor to

hearwhat she had to say concerning the spirit world.

Iconfess to feeling shocked athearing agray-haired,

strong-faced woman like Mrs. Hooker using the same

terms and discussing the same phenomena that had

become associated in my mind with trickery and

small, pitiful ways of raising money among question-

able people, but I listened patiently to all that was

said. During the evening, Mrs. Hooker introduced

one of Boston's leading mediums with many good

words of commendation, which words, I find, are

indorsed by almost all Spiritualists in this city, and

are heartily echoed by the spiritualistic press through-

out the country.

This woman spoke fluently, and seemed to have

the full confidence of the audience as well as of Mrs.

Hooker. So I sought an introduction, and was invited

to a séance at her house, an invitation which I gladly

accepted; for I desired to see the best and truest side

of Spiritualism, and here at last was an opportunity.

At the appointed time, I found myself in a "circle"

with some twenty others, in a well-furnished house,

in one of the pleasantest parts of the city.

The room in which we sat was small, the circle of

twenty chairs almost filling it. The doors and win-

dows were secured, and black cloth was tacked over

them,"so that no accomplices could enter"; and the

air, in consequence, was not of the best. My fellow-

seekers were mostly old people. Bald heads predom-

inated, and the sexes were nearly equally divided.

The lady medium sat in the centre, with a guitar and

a smallmusic-box within reach, which were the only

visible signs of what was to follow. The gas was put

out, andnothing was heard save a gentle snapping of

the medium's fingers; and we sat in quiet darkness ,

holding each other's hands, "so as to complete the

circle." I felt the medium's hand touch my knee

with a quick, passing tap, and I thought that was a

peculiar way of beginning the business; but I was

startled to hear a little fat woman who sat next to

me ejaculate, "I felt a spirit hand touch me! " and

soon I found that this was the idea that prevailed all

round. I reached my hand out a little way,and soon

the medium's fingers touched mine. There was no

mistake in that, and I tried to get hold of her hand;

but she evidently felt I was a sceptic, and I never

got agood chance afterward.

In a little while, she spoke out, and said, "I see

two fair children standing beside you." As it was

pitch dark, it was rather difficult to tellexactlywho

was addressed; but a man's quaking voice asked,

"Beside me?" "Yes," she replied; and thereupon

told the poor man that those two sweet spirits were

his children, that they were looking at him with

yearning eyes, and evidently longed to speak to him.

Then she asked if it were true that he had two

children in the other world. He answered, "Yes";

and the little fatwoman beside me gasped, "Isn't it

wonderful ?" The next message came to amanwho

was informed that four sweet children were standing

beside him. He apologetically remarked that there

were "only three who had gone." "No," said the

medium, "there are four; but one is very young, it

never was named. You didn't know it: it blossomed

on the other side." So the man gladly accepted the

extra spirit child, and there was joy over the me-

dium's wonderful power.

One woman was informed that she had "five moth-

ers" inthebetterland! On expressing her mystifica-

tion, she was told that one was her own mother,

one was her step-mother, another was her hus-

band's mother, and, as he had been married twice

before, there were his two mothers-in-law! I pre-

sume the laws of motherhood in the spirit world are

only spiritually discerned. When the mediummade

a guess that was altogether wrong, and there was no

possibility of making it right, a whisper would be

heard in the midst of the black darkness saying,

"No, not him" ; and some sharp-eared listener said to

the medium, "The spirits are whispering to you!"

And then the medium heard them(!), and the guess-

ing began again. All this time the spirithands con-

tinued the tapping on people's knees, but always on

the side of the circle nearest the medium; for the

ladies on the opposite side of the circle kept saying,

"Don't forget us." "Come this way, won't you ?" etc.

At times there was an odor of flowers, as though a

scented handkerchief had been drawn from the me-

dium's pocket; and, to my surprise, this was counted

as a breath of heaven, a gust of celestial air borne in

on earthly senses by the spiritual visitors.

I had never received a message from the spirit

world, because the mediums had not known my

name, and I failed to recognize the "Amelias" and

"MaryAnns" who came with messages occasionally;

but I was resolved on knowing every spirit that came

this time. So, when I received atap on the knee and

an intimation that there was a spirit standing beside

me, I was ready. The medium said: "There is a

spirit standing beside you: she is calling you by

name. She is saying 'Paul' or 'Peter' or some name

that begins with P." "It's Peter," I said. "Yes,

Peter Annet, I think." "Yes, that's I." "She is

looking yearningly at you [most visitants seem to be

women, and they all "yearn"!]. Her name is Nellie

or Millie or some name like that?" I thought of a

fair maiden down in Jersey, whose name is Ella, but

who is of material form, dwelling contentedly this

side the flood. So I said, "Is it Ella ?" "Yes, that's

the name!" And then there was a mournful cadence

in the medium's voice as she told me how Ella

yearned; for it seemed as if Ella were my deceased

wife or mother, the relationship was not quite clear.

Yet it ought to have been very affecting when the

spirit voice whispered, "Dear Peter," and the me

dium said, "She stands looking at you with great,

yearning eyes; she reaches out her arms; she wants

to kiss you!" and I murmured softly, " Let her," but

she didn't. Ella came several times during the even-

ing, I was assured; and once there came a spirit

whisper out from the darkness, calling softly, "Uncle

Peter! Uncle Peter!" and I said, "Hello!" upon

which the little angels whispered, "We're all here."

And I said, "I'm so glad"; for as no children in earth

or heaven had ever called me "Uncle Peter" before,

and I had never enjoyed the glorious privilege of

uncledom, I felt that I had a right to feel glad at

being uncle to several angelst About this time, the

guitar beganto play; and the aimless thrumming was

accepted as heavenly music. As the sweet (?) strains

ceased, the instrument touched my feet as it fell from

the medium's hand. So I laid hold of the guitar, and

held it securely between my legs, resolving that the

spirits would have some trouble in producing more

music. It was not long before a"spirit hand" came

tapping round my neighborhood in search of the

guitar; but, as the instrument could not be found, the

spirits dispensed with music during the rest of the

sitting, to the great disappointment of the circle.

Onetall man, with a dark complexion, sitting two

seats fromme, evidently received the "gift of tongues"

and spoke in a language that nobody in this world

could understand; but, as he mixed his foreign

tongue with ungrammatical English, the medium

professed to know what he said. He said nothing

worth hearing, so the loss was not great. When the

light was turned up, I noticed that he had a most

peculiar head, with the smallest amount of forehead

Iever saw so large a manhave; and then,too, he was

called "Doctor," which made things clear to me, for I

suspect hewas an "Indian doctor, "-a class that is far

too numerous in this city. This dreadful meeting was

carried on for over two hours, till the air seemed

poisonous; and the results of the lack of oxygen were
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put down as "spiritual influences," and they were

certainly well calculated to enable nervous men and

delicate women to see visions.

There was a ludicrous side to the entire affair,

which I enjoyed; but there was also a pathetic one,

which was touching in the extreme. One poor, sickly

lady, with gray hair and a sweet face deeply marked

with life's sorrows, wearing a black dress that told

part of the storywhich was so visible in her gentle

face, was placed next to me, when a changewas made

during the evening; for there were three men who

sat together, and the medium had failed to keep the

three faces distinctly in her mind, thus causing the

spirits to send them confused messages. And, as

no amount of shrewd guessing or spiritual "bulldoz-

ing" could give them satisfactory "tests," the gas

was lighted and she had a good look at them, then

changed us all round a little.

Inthis change, the sweet-faced woman became my

neighbor; and the way her feelings were played on

was one of the saddest things I've seen in Boston.

The medium evidently knew her, as she was a near

neighbor, who had offered to give up her seat to a

stranger for the evening, as she "could come in any

time"; but she was too good asubject to be allowed

togo out, and so she was kept with a cruel purpose .

The medium said to her, "I see four little spirits,

dear, sweet, little spirits, standing beside you; and

they are calling 'mamma. " The sickly woman

trembled like a leaf, and whispered, "I had only

two." "Yes," said the medium, "only two are your

very own: the others were adopted, and they call

you 'mamma' in the spirit life." "Yes, that's right,"

said the sweet-faced one: "I adopted two little or-

phans whodied." And the poor woman wept like a

child as she thought of her loss; but just as she

seemed to be going off into hysterics there came a

terrible pull and a jerking at her shawl,-a light, gos-

samer thing it was, that startled her, and a"spirit

voice" whispered, "We want to give you mesmerism:

we want to strengthen you, you're weak." And the

little fat woman on the other side whispered, "Oh,

how good !"

Again from out the darkness came a whisper, act-

ing like a witch's charm upon the fainting woman,

"Mamma, mamma, don't mourn for us: we're better

off." And the poor, gray-haired sufferer replied

through her tears, "I'm so glad, my darlings." And

there was so much of motherly pathos in her voice

Icould have wept with her and for her, poor, weak,

broken-hearted dupe.

There was a great deal of such miserable chicanery ,

playing on the hearts of widows and sorrowing par-

ents; but none appealed to me so strongly as this

woman, for she seemed to be a gentle woman, one

with fine sentiments and a pure heart. But almost

all the rest were "of the earth, earthy," as ready to

laugh at ghostly jokes as to weep over ghostly sor-

rows; and almost the only feeling one could have for

such people was that they had paid their money to be

humbugged, and they got all they paid for.

Iwas heartily glad when the cruel farce was over ;

and I shook the dust from my feet as I left the door,

feeling that once more my hopes had been blighted,

and that Spiritualism remained to me, as of old, a stu-

pendous swindle. And I wondered, too, if Isabella

Beecher Hooker knew what sort of a woman she had

commended to the kindly consideration of a Boston

audience. The name of the medium is Maud Lord.

PETER ANNET.

DR. HOLMES AS A RELIGIOUS REFORMER.

Editors of The Index :-

An article by the senior editor in a late number

of The Index, referring to the biography of Emerson

by Oliver Wendell Holmes, contains some criticism

of the biographer which, to an admirer of the author

of the "Breakfast-table" series, seems to lack that

spirit of candor and judicial fairness which usually

characterizes the writings of Mr. Potter.

The present writer has not read the biography in

question, and is of course not prepared to enter upon

a discussion of its merits or defects. It is in what

Mr. Potter says of the biographer, not in what he

says of the book, that we find evidence of an appar-

ent want of appreciation of the author's character

and work, and statements from which many persons,

who are familiar with the works of Dr. Holmes, will

be compelled to dissent.

In the article referred to, Mr. Potter says: "Dr.

Holmes has so many virtues that he can afford to

have it said that he has never shown himself spe-

cially interested in social and religious reform. In

religious views, he has progressed with the years as

a Unitarian, but always as a Unitarian. He has

neverseen the need of anylarger freedom than that

denomination has allowed, never felt any constrain-

ing impulse of conscience to break over its-in Bos-

ton-eminently respectable bounds. So with regard

to social and political questions, Dr. Holmes has al-

ways had a safe and reputable regard for the metes

and measures of public opinion that may chance at

any time to exist." This seems very much like

charging Dr. Holmes with being a mere time-server,

albeit a person of many (unmentioned) virtues. Το

use the language in which Mr. Potter, in the same

article, speaks of a statement of Dr. Holmes', we

might say (with a change of the name), "From any-

onebutaman of [Mr. Potter's] genial amiability, we

should call these slurring sentences."

Is it true that Dr. Holmes has never shown himself

specially interested in social and religious reform ?

Has he shown that regard for existing public opinion

with which he is charged ? We judge of the motives

and opinions of men by their works. There exists no

better evidence of the interest of an individual in any

class of questions than may be found in his published

utterances. If Dr. Holmes has always written with

especial regard for existing public opinion, he is

guilty of wilful misrepresentation, as well as of moral

cowardice. We quote what he himself says of his

earlier works and their reception by the public: "It

amuses me to look back on some of the attacks they

called forth. Opinions , which do not excite the

faintest show of temper at this time from those who

do not accept them, were treated as if they were

the utterances of a nihilist incendiary. It required

the exercise of some forbearance not to recriminate.

... The chief trouble in offering such papers as these

to the readers of to-day is that their heresies have

become so familiar among intelligent people that

theyhave too commonplace an aspect. All the light-

houses and landmarks of belief bear so differently

from the way in which they presented themselves

when these papers were written that it is hard to

recognize that we and our fellow-passengers are still

inthe same old vessel, sailing the same unfathomable

sea, and bound to the same as yet unseen harbor." *

If Dr. Holmes ' religious views have always been

those of a Unitarian; if he "has never seen the need

of any larger freedom than that denomination has

allowed," we fear that a recent statement by Mr.

Potter of what Unitarians assert, as a denomination,

needs revision. As regards true independence of

thought and outspoken fearless expression of opin-

ion on religious subjects, we shall be pleased to have

Mr. Potter refer us to passages which he deems more

pointed than the following extracts from the works

of Dr. Holmes. We quote from The Professor :-

How grateful would it be to make perpetual peace with

these pleading saints and their confessors by the simple

act that silences all complainings! Sleep, sleep, sleep ! says

theArch-Enchantress of them all, and pours her dark and

potent anodyne, distilled over the fires that consumed her

foes, its large, round drops changing, as we look, into the

beads of her convert's rosary ! Silence! the pride of

reason! cries another, whose whole life is spent in reason-

ing down reason.... But does it not occur to you that one

may love truth as he sees it, and his race as he views it,

better than even the sympathy and approbation of many

good men whom he honors,--better than sleeping to the

sound of the Miserere or listening to the repetition of an

effete Confession of Faith?

..

The three learned professions have but recently emerged

from a state of quasi barbarism. None of them like too

well to be told of it, but it must be sounded in their ears

whenever they put on airs. When the Reverend Mr.

Calvin and his associates burned my distinguished scien-

tific brother, he was burned with green fagots, which

made it rather slow and painful,-it appearsto me they

were in a state of religious barbarism.... If a man hangs

my ancient female relatives for sorcery, as they did in

this neighborhood a little while ago, or burns myinstructor

for not believing as he does, I care no more for his religious

edicts than I should for those of any other barbarian....

What if we are even now in a state of semi-barbarism ?

We talk about our free institutions: they are nothing

but a coarse outside machinery to secure the freedom of

individual thought.... The very end and aim of our insti-

tutions is just this : that we may think what we like, and

saywhatwe think. Think what we like ! said the divinity

*Preface to revised edition of TheProfessor, 1882.

† See an article in The Index of Feb. 19, 1885, entitled

"Which is the Honest Creed?"

student, think what we like! What, against all human

and divine authority?

Against all human versions of its own or any other

authority. At our own peril always, if we do not like the

right, but not at the risk of being hanged and quartered

for political heresy, or broiled on green fagots for ecclesi-

astical treason.

The active mind of the century is tending more and

more to the two poles, Rome and reason, the sovereign

church or the free soul, authority or personality, God in

us or God in our masters; and, though a man mayby

accident stand half waybetween these two points, he must

look oneway or the other.

The papers from which the foregoing extracts are

takenwere written at a timewhen free thought on re-

ligious subjectswas far less popular and "respectable"

than it is to-day. It will hardly be claimed that they

werewritten with especial reference to "the metes and

measures of public opinion" that then existed. It is

only fair to presume that the language quoted from

The Professor represented the real sentiments and

opinions of the author. If so, does it not indicate an

interest on his part in religious reform ?

Has the expression of such views, in books which

have been widely read, had no influence in promot-

ing the cause of religious freedom ?

Justwhat is meant by the statement that in relig-

ious views Dr. Holmes has progressed with the years

only as a Unitarian, we do not know. His later

writings are certainly not less outspoken than those

above mentioned. We quote from The Poet at the

Breakfast-table :-

Do you recognize the fact that we are living in a

new time? Knowledge-it excites prejudices to call it

science-is advancing as irresistibly, as majestically, as

remorselessly as the ocean moves in upon the shore. The

courtiers of King Canute (I am not afraid of the old com-

parison), represented by the traditional beliefs of the

period, move his chair back an inch at a time, but not

until his feet are pretty damp, not to say wet. The rock

on which he sat securely awhile ago is completely under

water. And now people are walking up and down the

beach, and judging for themselves how far inland the

chair of King Canute is likely to be moved, while they

and their children are looking on, at the rate in which it

is edging backward. And it is quite too late to go into

hysterics about it. The shore, solid, substantial, a great

deal more than eighteen hundred years old, is natural

humanity. The beach which the ocean of knowledge-

you may call it science, if you like-is flowing over is

theological humanity.... To study nature without fear is

Thosepossible, but without reproach impossible.

superstitions which would have strangled in their cradles

the young sciences, now adolescent and able to take care

of themselves, no longer daring to attack these, are watch-

ing with hostile aspect the rapid growth of the compara-

tively new science of MAN.... We must studymanas we

have studied stars and rocks. We need not go, we are

told, to our sacred books for astronomy or geology or

other scientific knowledge. Do not stop there ! Pull

Canute's chair back fifty rods at once ! and do not wait

until he is wet to the knees ! Say now bravely, as you will

have to say sooner or later, that we need not go to any

ancient records for our anthropology. Do we not all hope,

at least, that the doctrine of man's being a blighted

abortion, a miserable disappointment to his Creator, and

hostile and hateful to him from his birth, may give wayto

the belief that he is the latest terrestrial manifestation of

an ever upward-striving movement of divine power? If

there lives a man who does not want to disbelieve the

popular notions about the condition and destiny of the

bulk of his race, I should like to have him look me in

the face,and tell me so....

If, for the fall of man, science comes to substitute the

rise of man, it means the utter disintegration of all the

spiritual pessimisms which have been like a spasm in

the heart and a cramp in the intellect of men for somany

centuries.... What is the secret of the profound interest

which "Darwinism" has excited in the minds and hearts

of more persons than dare to confess their doubts and

hopes? It is because it restores Nature to its place as a

true divine manifestation. It is that it removes the tra-

ditional curse from that helpless infant lying in its moth-

er's arms. It is that it lifts from the shoulders of man the

responsibility for the fact of death. It is that, if it is true,

woman can no longer be taunted with having brought

down on herself the pangs which make her sex a martyr-

dom. If development upward is the general law of the

race, if we have grown, by natural evolution, out of the

cave-man, and even less human forms of life, we have

everything to hope from the future. That the question

can be discussed without offence shows thatwe are enter-

ing upon a new era, a revival greater than that of letters,

the Revival of Humanity.

It seems to be urged against Dr. Holmes that he

has been in some sense a conservative, as regards

social and political questions. If this be true, it does
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not follow that his course has been influenced by

selfish considerations; nor does it necessarily follow

that his views were incorrect. There are radical

theoristswho hail every proposed change of an exist-

ing order of things as a reform measure of unques-

tionable excellence and undoubted utility. No mat-

terhow sweeping the change, they see no obstacles,

they recognize no danger of new and unforeseen

troubles . There are others who ever fear to attack

time-honored evils, or who seem to rest in the assur-

ance that whatever is is right. Is there not often a

middle course, which may be wisely and honestly

maintained ? For example, Mr. Potter himself oсси-

pies what many would consider a middle ground in

religious controversy. Is he less honest, or is his

work and influence necessarily less valuable than

that of Mr. Ingersoll, because he does not see fit to

call Moses a liar or Jehovah a murderer, or because

he does not denounce the influence and work of

the Christian churches as an unmixed evil ? Moral

cowardice and shuffling evasion of duty are con-

temptible; but many honest and earnest men are in

some degree conservative, and it does not follow

because an individual entertains conservative opin-

ions regarding proposed social or political changes

that his course is influencedby any undue regard for

existing public opinion.

H. H. CURTIS.

MERRILL, WIS.

[It was certainly the very farthest from our intent

to disparage Dr. Holmes' genius or the many good

services he has rendered to mankind ; nor does our

article seem to us open to such a criticism. We sim-

ply stated two facts,-that Dr. Holmes was never

allied with the Abolitionists, as Mr. Emerson was,

and never suffered ostracism from the Unitarians, as

Mr. Emerson did. These facts were stated as the

probable reason why Dr. Holmes had given such in-

adequate treatment to these two important points in

Emerson's career . The excellent quotations above

givenwould be regarded as very wicked by Ortho-

doxy, but would not make such a man as Dr. Holmes

much of a heretic among Unitarians in latter years .

They proudly claim Emerson now. w. J. P.]

BOOK NOTICES.

EDUCATIONAL ART CLASSICS: PESTALOZZI'S LEONARD

AND GERTRUDE. Translated and abridged by Eva

Channing. Boston: Ginn, Heath & Co. 1885 .

The name of Pestalozzi is dear to every lover of

education, and yet to many he is only known by the

influence he has exerted through others . Miss Chan-

ning has done us a great service in bringing one of

his most characteristic works before us in a form

which we can readily comprehend and heartily enjoy.

How great an amount of labor was required to secure

this result only one acquainted with the original

book can estimate. The style is diffuse to extreme

tediousness; but the translator has skilfully abridged

it, and given a connected narrative, which preserves

the sweetness and simplicity of the German story

without its wearisome reiteration. The picture of the

little village is full of interest. We have the young

lord,-Jungke, as the Germans call him,-who is deter-

mined to be a good providence to his people, and who

administers justice with the wit and wisdom of a Sol-

omon. We have all varieties of human nature de-

picted with delicate touches of humor. The peasants

are like all people who have been oppressed, full at

once of subserviency and of cunning, enthusiastic for

their landlord while striving to outwit him at every

turn. The popular assembly convened to decide

upon the division of the common offers an amusing

spectacle. When the tricks of the peasants are in

danger of exposure, "one man discovered he had for-

gotten his handkerchief, a second that his tobacco

had been left behind; while a third found it impera-

tively necessary to speak with his wife a minute,

and a fourth remembered he had left something out,

which might be stolen; one even had the nose-bleed,

-in short, a large number of peasants started at once

on the homeward road. But the watchman ordered

them back, counselling them to borrow tobacco and

handkerchiefs from their neighbors, and to stanch

the nose-bleed this time at the fountain under the

linden tree."

The dialogue is very fresh and lively; and, while the

whole atmosphere of the book is thoroughly German,

the translator has not introduced German idioms into

herlanguage, but has successfully rendered the pecul-

iar thought of the book by corresponding English

words, so that the style is as purely English as if it

werean original book. It is less pedagogic than we

had expected, giving rather the spirit of a true edu-

cation than its methods. It is a little saddening to

find that these ideas which Arner successfully exem-

plified in the little village after a few months' trial,

and which the Duke's communion found so practi-

cable that they recommended the introduction of the

sameprinciples into general government, should have

made so little progress in a hundred years that they

are now advocated and opposed as new departures

and original methods, when presented by Quincy

superintendents or kindergarten teachers. Nothing

seems really behind ourage but the public shame and

punishment inflicted on the dishonest bailiff, who has

been the chief instrument of evil in town by entic-

ing the men to idleness and intemperance. But the

greatest charm of the book is the character of the

mother, who is an original creation, full of indepen-

dent thought and spirit, tender, loving, and unselfish,

but original in her methods of teaching, wise and

witty in her conversation, and without sentimental-

ism or anything of the spirit of patient Grissel. We

heartily commend the book as sweet, wholesome, in-

structive, delightful reading to all who love to study

humannature and whodesire its improvement.

E. D. C.

THE DIPLOMATIC HISTORY OF THE WAR FOR THE

UNION, being the Fifth Volume of the Works of

William H. Seward. Edited by George E. Baker.

Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 1884. pp. 626.

In this volume is presented a diplomatic view of

theWar of the Rebellion. It covers a period of our

country's history second to none in importance. It

may fairlybe said that Lincoln and Seward were as

necessary to the preservation of the Union as were

Washington and Hamilton to its formation. The

work is not merely a biography. It recites compre-

hensively and concisely the great events of which

Mr. Seward might have said, "All of which I saw,

and part of which I was." The diary or notes of the

war in this work are made chiefly from Mr. Seward's

despatches, and have been selected with a view of

giving an idea of the distinguished statesman's phi-

losophy, as well as a history of the diplomatic rela-

tions of the country during the war. The Trent af-

fair, the officious interference of France and England

by recognition and mediation, the rebel cruisers, the

Alabama claims, the invasion of Mexico by France,

and questions of international law are fully presented

and fairly discussed. The portion of the volume

under thehead of"Occasional Speeches and Miscella-

neous Papers ," of a more domestic character, are ex-

tremely interesting, and are not more remarkable for

their familiar style and evidences of breadth and ver-

satility of mind than for the wise and patriotic

counsel they contain. The volume bears ample tes-

timony to the ability and fidelity of one of America's

greatest statesmen. The editor has acquitted himself

of his task with excellent judgment and painstak-

ing care, deserving high commendation.
B. F. U.

REPLY TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S "NOTES ON INGER-

SOLL." By B. W. Lacy. By invitation of Rev.

Father Lambert. Philadelphia: Keystone Publish-

ing Company, 323 Walnut Street. pp. 184.

Some time ago, a little work appeared from the pen

of Father Lambert in reply to some of the lectures

and writings of Col. Ingersoll. The work was rather

lively and witty, and it called forth many favorable

notices from the religious and secular press. The

author challenged anybody and everybody to expend

theirmight on his shield and helmet in the following

language: "Of course, we do not expect him [Inger-

soll] to reply to us, and for several reasons: first, he

won't want to; second, he can't; third, he can pre-

tend not to notice an obscure country pastor. Very

well, then let some of his disciples or admirers try to

rehabilitate his smirched character. We hold our-

selves responsible to him and to all the glib little

whiffets of his shallow school." Mr. Lacy has taken

up the gauntlet, and given the reverend controver-

sialist a pretty thorough overhauling, and exposed the

logical weakness of much of his criticism, as well as

the bad spirit exhibited toward Ingersoll and other

free thinkers. A reply to a reply to Ingersoll by a

third party is not likely to have an interest formany

thinkers, but Mr. Lacy has done his work in a credit-

able manner.
B. F. U.

IN Mind for April is an essay by Dr. EdmundMont-

gomery on "Space and Touch," in which some

curious facts in relation to our cognitions of space

are brought to light, and some of the widely accepted

theories of psychological inquirers are completely

exploded. Dr. Montgomery, whose recent interest-

ing and profound essays in The Index have been ap-

preciated by many readers, and who enjoys a wide

and well-earned reputation for his valuable scientific

researches into the microscopic beginnings of animal

life, some account ofwhichwas publishedin thePop-

ular Science Monthly for 1878, has been an extensive

contributor to this able quarterly, and his papers

have been among the most valuable and important

of its contributions. The other essays are "Halluci-

nations," by E. Gurney; " Prof. Sidgwick's Utilita-

rianism, " by H. Rashdall. "Discussion of Experi-

mental Psychology," by Prof. G. Stanley Hall;

"Feelings of Relation," by Richard Hodgson, re-

viewing Prof. William James' article in a previous

number. "F. H. Bradley on Fact and Inference," by

B. Bosanquet. Among the critical notices are one of

T. Fowler on "Progressive Morality," by Prof. H.

Sidgwick, and one on Rosmini's theory of the "Ori-

gin of Ideas," by J. Burns-Gibson. The other criti-

cal notices are of foreign works by W. R. Sarly, Т.

Whittaker, S. Alexander, and by the editor. The

notices of new books are very full. Published by

Williams & Norgate, 14 Henrietta Street, Covent

Garden, London.

THE North American Review for May opens with a

discussion of the question, "Has Christianitybene-

fited Woman?" by Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton and

Bishop J. L. Spaulding. President J. L. Pickard

writes on "Why Crime is Increasing," andDavid Dud-

ley Field on "Industrial Co-operation" ; while Prof.

Andrew F. West, of Princeton, contributes an article

ofgreat clearness and strength on " What is Academic

Freedom ?" James Payn, the English novelist,dis-

cusses "Success in Fiction, " and T. F. Thiselton

Dyer "Superstition in English Life." A poem by

Robert Buchanan on "The New Buddha" will at-

tract attention. The new department of comments

continues to be readable.

THE Journal of Speculative Philosophy for July, 1884,

contains "A View of the Philosophy of Descartes,"

by E. H. Rhodes ; "A Popular Statement of Ideal-

ism," by William M. Salter; "Kant's Critique of

Judgment," by T. B. Veblen; "Hegel's Introduction

to the Philosophy of Religion," translated by F. L.

Soldon; "Bradley's Principles of Logic," by S. W.

Dyde; "A Study of the Iliad," by Denton J. Snider;

"Rosmini's Innate Ideas, a Priori Ideas, and Subject-

object Ideas," by Condé B. Pallen. "Notes and Dis-

cussions ." New York : D. Appleton & Co.

THE RISE OF INTELLECTUAL LIBERTY

FROM THALES TO COPERNICUS.

By FREDERICK MAY HOLLAND,

Author of The Reign of the Stoics. Price $3.50.

The author of this book has chosen amagnificent sub-

ject; and, although it is formidable in extent and much of

it involved in obscurity, and all of it complicated with

great questions of history and human progress, he has yet

beenable to throw much new light upon that liberalization

of thought which went very unsteadily forward during

twenty-two hundred years, before the great modernmove-

ment of the development for intellectual liberty. The

work is a delineation of tendencies , a series of sketches of

the great minds who at different times and under varied

circumstances, and with unequal effect, have struck for

independence of thought, a presentation of the counter-

forces that have antagonized intellectual liberty, and an

accountof the working of all those larger agencies which

have in different degrees hindered orpromoted freedom

andindependence of thought. Without having subjected

thework to crítical scrutiny, we are much impressed by
the evidence it shows of extensive and conscientious

labor, the freshness and interest of its chief subject-mat-

ter, the untrammelled treatment of the subject, and the

vigor of the portrayal of that long and agonizing conflict

withbigotryand intolerance, religious andpolitical,public

and private, which is the price of our modern liberty of

thinking.-Popular ScienceMonthly.

The volume shows remarkable research, keen powers of

analysis and comparison, close reasoning, and fairness of

judgment. It will be found an invaluable help to the stu-

dent, who willbe glad to learn that the author contem-

plates a second volume, which will bring the subject down

to the time of the French Revolution.-Boston Transcript.

For sale at THE INDEX office, 44Boylston Street, Boston ,

Mass.
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Vol. III . New Testament...

1.50 OSWALD (FELIX L. , M.D.). Physical

Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature...4.00

1.50

1.50

1.25

1.75

1.00

2.25

1.50

.50

Physiology for Practical Use ......

HOLLAND (F. M.) . Reign of the Stoics .. 1.25

Stories fromRobert Browning

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing... Paper,35 cts.; cloth ,

HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The

Autocratofthe Breakfast Table....... 2.00

TheProfessor at the Breakfast Table....
ThePoet atthe Breakfast Table.....

Poems...

1.50

COOKE ( J. P.). Scientific Culture, and

OtherEssays....
The New Chemistry ..

1.00

2.00

COOPER ( JAMES FENIMORE). Illus-

tratedEdition. Complete in16 vols... 20.00

DANA (R. H. ). Two Years before the Mast, 1.50

DARWIN (CHARLES) . Origin of Species , 2.00
Descent of Man.......

Ralph WaldoEmerson ..

Elsie Venner

3.00Journal of Researches .

Emotional Expression....

Animals and Plants under Domestica-

HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-

2.00 moirandPortrait. 2 vols .....

3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.) . The Lady of the

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a

2.00
2.00

2.00

1.25

2.00

3.50

1.50

10.00

.25

STEWART (S. J.). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

TheBible: Whatit is andhowit Grew..

STICKNEY (ALBERT). A True Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of "Stod-

dard Lectures." etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of
Travels. with one hundred beautiful

illustrations

2.00 STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER). Old-

2.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

5.00

town Folks . ANewEngland Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng-

land Story

STRAUSS (D. F.). The Old Faith andthe

New..

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

owe to each other...

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-
five Years ...

1.00 TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

ofthe ChristianReligion and the Sig-
nificance of its RiseandDecline..... 1.00

ΡΑΙNE (THOMAS). Ageof Reason......

Complete Works...

PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind

.50

7.00

1.50

Motion

Fragments of Science ..

Light andElectricity.

Lessons in Electricity.

Hours of Exercise in theAlps.

BelfastAddress...

1.00 UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free
Thought

Prayers by Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of

Household Management and Cookery.

ATextBook for Schools and Families. .75

PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

theReligion andPhilosophy of Eman-

uel Swedenborg

PARTON (JAMES). Life of Franklin.

With Portraits. 2 vols...

Life ofJefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

traits. 3 vols...

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50

1.25

WALKER (PROF. F. A.). Wages

Money...

4.00 WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 6

2.00

6.00
WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-

6.00 WEISS (JOHN). LifeandCorrespondence

1.50

1.50

1.25

WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

Growthof Language

6.00 WILSON (HENRY), Rise and Fallof the

.50

FamousAmericans of Recent Times .... 2.00

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits. Illustra-

PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART). The

tions. 2 vols ..

GatesAjar ....

Beyondthe Gates.

DoctorZay

Aroostook ....
tion. 2 vols ......

Insectivorous Plants
5.00

2.00

The Undiscovered Country .. 1.50

Climbing Plants

Orchids fertilized by Insects
1.75

Forms ofFlowers....

Fertilization inthe Vegetable Kingdom.
1.50
2.00

Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols... 3.00

Vegetable Mould, etc...

PowerofMovement in Plants ......... 2.00

Travels andResearches

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-

.75

1.50

1.50
traits..

Completeset, 13vols............

UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

ures 1.00

1.75

VOGEL (A.). APractical Treatise on the

Diseases of Children. Illus ..... 4.50

VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

3.50

4.00

Money, Trade, and Industry. 1.50

vols. Illus .. 10.00

tory Liquor Laws 1.25

The Social Law of Labor... 1.50

of Theodore Parker 4.00

American Religion 1.50

The Immortal Life 1.50

Wit,Humor, and Shakespeare
2.00

1.50

Slave Power inAmerica. 3 vols ....... 9.00

25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays
1.50 POPE'S Essay onMan

PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newly engravedLikenessesofSumner.

2vols..

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works, with Portrait 2.00



516 THE INDEX APRIL 23 1885

Ruskin's Works
Illustrated LIBRARYEDITION .

An edition worthy of RUSKIN,-peerless as he is among

livingMastersof the English Tongue and of Universal Art, and, also,

by reason of its small cost, is within the reach of every cultured home.

Wehave paid $600 in cash for one complete set of RUSKIN'S

Works-some of them being very scarce, and the early editions con-

taining the best impressions of the fine illustrations and many colored

plates, being very highly valued by connoisseurs--in order that with

thebest modern resources of theprinters' and engravers'arts, wemight

reproduce anAmerican edition thoroughly satisfactory to admirers of

RUSKIN, and yet at a low price.

Wecountthis publication as the mosthonorable-thegrandest

-achievement of The Literary Revolution, and rejoice greatly that we

are able to offer this magnificent edition to the American people ; and

weglory not more in the author andthetreasureshe has given us, than

inthe fact that there is a great and growing American constituency

that appreciates RUSKIN.

$600

$18

tomers we shall publish an edition of his " Select Works " separately

ineight volumes, for the net price of $9.60 fortheset. The " specimen

volume" mentioned below will be included in this set. For further

list of the contents see specimen pages.

A SPECIMEN VOLUME.

The entire set of 15 volumes willbe readynot later than August 1, 1885. It

will be sold only in sets (and select works as below), at the price of $18.00

-with this exception: To make widely known the superb qualities of the

work, we propose to offer, separately, ONE SAMPLE VOLUME contain-

ing four of RUSKIN'S most popular works, namely:

The Seven Lamps of Architecture.-Finely Illustrated.

Lectures on Architecture and Painting.---Illustrated.

The Queen of The Air.

The Ethics of The Dust.

All of these are bound in one handsome crown octavo volume, fine

cloth, beveled boards, gilt tops, uniform with the set. This volume isNOW
READY. On condition that the order is received on or before June 1,

1885, we will sellthisvolume (only) at the reduced price of 85 cents-15
The editionwe present will be complete in 15 vols. , crown octavo.

ItwillcontainALL the writings ofRUSKIN which are ofmore than transient centsextra if orderedby mail. Purchasers of this volume will be allowed,

or local interest-will containALL that is included in any other American of course, to complete their sets, but not at this reduced rate.

PACES FREE. A copy oftheAprilnumber

ofTheBook- Worm(monthly 25 cents a year), which
edition heretofore published, and nearly 3,000 pages additional.

Numerous illustrations, including many finecoloredplates, willbepresented,

far greater in number and much superior in quality to otherAmerican contains a specimen chapter fiomRUSKIN'S graphic pen, sentfree on request.

editions which have heretofore cost many times the price of this.

Ruskin's Select Works.

Specimen

Fair Terms.
Booksnotunder $5.00 in value are sent to

anyone for examination before pay-

ment on reasonable evidence of good faith. 148-page illustrated and

4 Mention this paper.

THE

"FREIDENKER."

Freedom, Culture, and Prosperityforall !

(Organ of the Freethinkers ofNorthAmer-ica, Radicals, and the

North American Turrerbund.)

Editor, C. Hermann Boppe.

TERMS, PER ANNUM, IN ADVANCE :

UNITED STATES AND CANADA:

Freidenker...
$2.50

Turnerische Ausgabe des Freidenker

(Amerikanische Turnzeitung) ........ 3.00

Freidenker

EUROPE :

$3.00

3.50

Turnerische Ausgabe des Freidenker

(Amerikanische Turnzeitung) .

Sample copies sent, on application, free of

charge.

In this weekly, which is now in the thir-

teenth year of its existence, political, social,

and religious matters are discussed with a

view to general enlightenment and progress.

The Amerikanische Turnzertung is especially
devoted to the discussion of topics pertain-

ing to physical culture and matters of in-

terest to lovers of the gymnastical art.

Since Jan. 1, 1885, the Freidenker has been

enlarged, thus furnishing CONSIDERABLY

MORE READING MATTER, while the PRICE

REMAINS THE SAME AS BEFORE.

For the convenience of those of our read-

ers who are chiefly interested in matters

relating to gymnastics , the Freidenker and

its former supplement, the Turnzeitung,

have been consolidated into one paper,
calledAmerikanische Turnzeitung, with the

Though all admirers of RUSKIN will, of course, desire his descriptive Catalogue of our immense list of Standard Books sent for reddending, "Turnerische Ausgabe des
complete works, if it is possible to procure them; yet by reason of their

magnitudeand consequent comparatively high cost they may be tem-

porarily out of the reach of some. To meet the wants of such cus- P. O. Box 1227.

JOHN B. ALDEN, Publisher,

H. T. MARSHALL'S J. HART & CO.,
PATENT

ADJUSTABLE

LACE

CONGRESS

MARSH
ALL'S

PAT.
MAY 13,1

884.

Is easily adjusted to fit any instep or ankie at

any time, and will not uncomfortably draw

the ankle, like ordinary congress. It has the

stylish appearance of a lace boot and all the

convenience of any congress in putting on or

off the foot. Marshall's Pat. Pat'd May 13,

Drav

BANKERS,

Doylewn, Pa.
despatches, anno

1, Ire-

land, azu other pois 1 biope. Agency

fortheAmerican Line of Steamers .

TO CAPITALISTS.

For Investments or Loans, write to

J. M. LINDLEY,

REAL ESTATE AGENT,

BOZEMAN, MONTANA.

THE

1884, woven in the front strap or stamped on COLEGROVE BOOK CO. ,the shank of each shoe. your does

not keep them, send postal for directions how

to get them to the Patentee and Manufacturer

of Men's, Boys' , and Youth's Fine Boots and

Shoes. Tennis Shoe for Ladies and Gents a

H. T. MARSHALL,
specialty.

BROCKTON, MASS.

The Independent Pulpit,
AMonthly Magazine, devoted to

LIBERALISM and FREETHOUGHT.

TERMS: Annual Subscription, $1.00;

Single Copies, 10 cents.

Agents wanted.

Address all orders to J. D. SHAW,

P. O. Box 159. Waco, Texas.

2,000

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF

THE OLD MASTERS.

135 Wabash Ave., Chicago.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

Booksellers and Stationers.

Catalogues of new and standard books

will be sent to any address without charge.

Illustrated list of works ofAmerican authors

sent on receipt of 4 cents in stamps.

N.B. The prices quoted in the catalogues

which we send out are the PUBLISHERS' RE-

TAIL PRICES . These, unless marked net, are

subject to a uniform discount of TWENTY

PER CENT. to individual buyers . Special

terms are offered to the trade and to public

libraries. Any book in print will be sent by

mail on receipt of the net price, with enough

added to cover postage, at the rate of one

cent for each two ounces. The postage on

an ordinary 16mo book is about ten cents,

and other sizes in proportion. Orders by

mail are especially solicited, andwill receive

prompt andcareful attention. Liberal books

a specialty, our store being the Western

agency for the publications of GEO. Н.

ELLIS and the AMERICAN UNITARIAN ASSO-

CIATION.

THE FREETHINKERS' MAGAZINE.

and Publisher.

1

Cornell UnivLib
7.

ist number out

393 Pearl Street, NewYork.

Freidenker."

This paper contains more reading matter

than furnished by both the Freidenker and

Turnzeitung heretofore. In making these

changes, the publishers have incurred great

expense; and we therefore solicit the hearty

co-operation of all friends of the cause in

kanische Turnzeitung a wider circulation.
SITUATION AS TEACHER WANTED. securing for the Freidenker and the Ameri

Agraduate of Harvard would like a sit-

uation as teacher, in which independent

thought and honest speech would notbe

dangerous . For particulars and references ,

address M. , INDEX office.

PUBLICATIONS

OF THE

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION.

Freedomand Fellowship inReligion .

Avolume of ten essays upon speculative

and practical problems of religion, by

D.A.Wasson, SamuelLongfellow, Samuel

Johnson, John Weiss, W. J. Potter, F. E.

Abbot, O. B. Frothingham, J. W. Chad-

wick, T. W. Higginson, and Mrs. E. D.

Cheney, and extracts from Addresses by

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

Robert Dale Owen, Dr. Bartol, Wendeli

Phillips, Rabbi Wise, Horace Seaver, A. B.

Alcott, Lucy Stone, Charles H. Malcom,

JuliaWardHowe, and others, all given

on the platform of the Free Religious As-

sociation. Price(reduced) $1.50.

Reports of Annual Conventions of

Free Religious Association , from

1872 to 1879 inclusive. These contain es-

says and addresses by the various dis-

tinguished men and womenen who have

spoken on the Free Religious platform,

together with yearly reports of the Exec-

utive Committee. 10 cts. each.

TRACTS.

I. Taxation of Church Property, by

James Parton. 5 cts.; ten, 30 cts.;

onehundred, $1.50.

II. The Bible and Science, by John Weiss,

III. The Sympathy of Religions , by T. W.

Higginson. Enlarged edition.

IV. Transcendentalism, by Theodore

Parker. Never before published.

V. The Public School Question, as under-

stood by a Catholic American citi-

zen (Bishop McQuaid) and by a Lib-

VI. How ShallWe Keep Sunday? An An-
swer in Four Parts: 1. Sunday in the

We also publish

"Erziehungsblaetter,”

AL

r Schule und Mans.

Germa . Edicational

(Orghe German-American le

Association.)

Editor:

MAXIMILIAN GROSSMANN, Milwaukee, Wis.

Associate Editors:

H. H. FICK, Chicago, III .

H. SCHURICHт, Chicago, III.

16 large quarto pages, with four-page cover.

Terms : $2.12 per annum, in advance.

" Freidenker-Almanach "

FOR THE YEAR 1885.

The almanac, which is now in the eighth

year of its existence, is devotedto the prop-

agation of free-thought principles. Price

25cents.

" Amerikanischer Turnerkalender "

FOR THE YEAR 1885.

This annual, which is now published for

the sixth time, is principally intended to

promote the culture of gymnastics, and is

pervaded by a thoroughly liberal spirit.

Price 25 cents.

Crders for all kinds of books promptly

filled. Radical and Freethought Publica

tions a specialty.

Address all orders to

FREIDENKER PUBLISHING CO. ,

470 East Water St.,

MILWAUKEE, WIS.

THE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

held responsible for any statements made
THE INDEX. Though the papermustnotbe

Bible. 2. SundayinChurchHistory, by advertisers, the attempt will be honestly
made keep the advertising pages in en-

3. SundayintheMassachusettsLaws. tireharmony with itsgeneral characterand

4. The Workingman's Sunday. By principles. To this end, all improper or
CharlesK.Whipple,MinotJ.Savage, "blind" advertisements, all quack adver-

tisements, and all advertisements believed

to be fraudulent or unjust to any one, will

Charles E. Pratt, and Wm. C. Gan-

nett.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-
called "Twelve Great Pictures of the World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO; 3170F gle copies, 25 VII. Evolution and Religion , by John Fiske. be excluded from thesecolumns.
Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; AS- cents. $1.50per

sumptionof the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans- is a very valuable one. Send 25 cents in
figuration, RAPHAEL; Sistine Madonna, postage stamps, and it will be forwarded to
RAPHAEL; HolyNight,CORREGGIO; Aurora, you.

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS; The Imimac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.40; or

anyoneormore at 20 cts. each (with Cata-

loguewhen desired). Address

THE FREETHOUGHT DIRECTORY.

Mr. GREEN is preparing a FREETHOUGHT

DIRECTORY in which he desires to publish

the name and address of every outspoken

Freethinker in the United States andCan-

ada. Send your name and address and five
two-cent postage stamps, and they will ap-

pear in theDIRECTORY. Address

ADVERTISING RATES.

5cts.; ten, 35cts.; one hundred, $2.00.

Nos. II., III., IV., V.,VI., 10cts. each; ten, For 1 to 12 Insertions, .
60 cts.; one hundred, $3.00.

Reason and Revelation, by W. J. Potter.

5cts.; ten,30cts.; one hundred, $1.50.

"13 " 25

"26 "

"52

"

51
"

"

10c. per line.

80.
"

60.
" "

бе.
" "

Onhalf-column advertisements, a discount

of10percent. will be made; onfull-column

advertisements, a discount of 25percent.
On all advertisements for which cash is

paid in advance, a further discount of 25per

tcent. on theota above calculated,will,W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee, Wis. H. L. GREEN, Salamanca, N.Y.

Address

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION,

44BoylstonStreet,Boston Mass. bemade.
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GLADSTONE is doing all that can be honorably

done to prevent an Anglo-Russian conflict, which,

however, seems to be inevitable.

THE Jews in Vienna have been greatly excited

over the discovery that a beautiful young daugh-

ter of their faith, named Rachel Stielitz, has been

forced into the cloister. The girl disappeared

about two years ago, and no trace could be de-

tected. Her parents mourned her as dead ; but

they have just received a letter from her, saying

that she is in a nunnery, and will soon have to

take the veil. She begs to be delivered from this

captivity, and it is hoped that the police will in-

sist on her release. Truly, the Church of Rome

is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever.

A CIRCULAR published in England says : "The

Church ordains that on each Sunday the priest'

standing at the north side of the Holy Commun-

ion table, shall say, 'Remember that thou keep holy

the Sabbath day. Six days shalt thou labor, and do

that thou hast to do, but the seventh day is the Sabbath

of the Lord thy God; and, then, that the people

then present shall respond thereto, 'Lord, have

mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this

law.' Thehairs of the men of this day stand on

end at Mr. Bradlaugh reading an oath, which

he honestly believes does not contain anything

that is injurious ; but their hairs lie smoothly on

their heads while they each Sunday utter the

response, 'Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our

hearts' to do that which even they do not desire,

and which unquestionably they have determined

that they will not do. Is honesty blasphemy? Is
falsehood faith ?"

THE Free Congregational Society of Florence

(whose desk we occupied last Sunday) has, from

its foundation, attached great importance to the

educationof the young. Its Sunday-school, under

themanagement of Mr. and Mrs. Spencer, is in a

flourishing condition. On last Sunday, a very

stormy day, the attendance at the Sunday-school

was about seventy. The Executive Committee of

the society, in their annual report for the year end-

ingApril 6, 1885, say : "One leading object of our

society has ever been, and, in our judgment,

should always be kept in view, that of developing

or improving the intellectual capacity of the chil-

dren and youth in our society; and,indeed, all of

the older members of the society find here an

opportunity to keep their minds from rusting and

their intellectual faculties burnished. Hence, the

opportunity is offered for much volunteer work ;

and we believe it will be concededby all that have

participated in this volunteer work that they

have been substantially benefited by it."

SAYS the Boston correspondent of the Spring-

field Republican : "The notion apparently has

gone abroad that the 'faith cure' folly has affected

Boston literary folk generally, because a few more

or less prominent writers have been quoted as

devoted to it. This is not the fact; though it is

true that many quite cultivated people, who

would bepresumed to be superior to such a shad-

owy and unsubstantial doctrine, have been giving

it countenance during the past season, and that it

is still a well-sustained Boston 'craze.' Possibly,

Miss Alcott's recently published letter giving the

result of her own quite thorough experiments and

experiences with it, showing that 'the theory

which claimed to cure cancer could not help a

headache,' may check the 'craze.' But it is a

question. More likely, it will have its run, as

'crazes' in Boston generally do, until the novelty

is worn off. It is confined largely to women; and,

as this winter it has been quite fashionable in

some quarters, its run naturally has been brisk."

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS .

coloring fluid was found on the medium, Mott

by name, a fellow who had been clearly exposed

before. But the Banner of Light does not think

the result of this little experiment proves that the

ghost and the medium were one and the same

It says : "Sceptics may imagine thatperson.

they have really exposed him by 'squirting' ani-

line upon the spirit-forms, and consequently find-

ing the same on the body of the medium; yet

this fact proves nothing in the light of the knowl-

edge which practical experience in such matters

has demonstrated, not only to us, but others who

have given the subject close attention." Our

contemporary's hypothesis in regard to the aniline

coloring fluid found upon the medium is "simply

that it was an electrical transfer, and nothing else.

We fully agree with our Philadelphia contempo-

rary, Mind and Matter, which says, 'The doubt

about the case prevented a consideration in that

connection of the demonstrated fact that marks

left upon the dress or person of a spirit-form had

been found upon the medium, when the marked

spirit-form was seen to vanish as it was absorbed

by the medium from whose organism it had ema-

nated.'" Comment is unnecessary.

HON. HENRY B. STANTON, at the solicitation of

friends, has embodied some of the more promi-

nent experiences of his busy life in a good-sized

pamphlet of seventy-four pages, which he entitles

Random Recollections. Only a limited number

of copies have been published, of which none are

for sale, being intended merely for private circu-

lation among the author's friends. This unique

pamphlet, written by Mr. Stanton in his eigh-

tieth year and in six weeks' time, gives in a lively

style, in a succession of vigorous pen-pictures, a

mental panorama of the differing phases of the

march of progress in this country during the last

three-fourths of a century. During the whole of

his life, Mr. Stanton has been identified with

most of the reformatory movements which one

after the other, or simultaneously, have appealed

to the sense of justice and sympathetic sensibili-

ties of earnest, true-hearted men and women ; and

he has thus been brought in contact with and

formed the acquaintance of very many distin-

guished workers for humanity, as well as of some

others distinguished for their opposition to pro-

grsesive thought. John Quincy Adams, Clay,

Webster, Choate, Story, Gen. La Fayette, Daniel

O'Connell, Lord Brougham, Lyman Beecher,

Greeley, and many other prominent characters

figure in these Recollections, which are enlivened

by interesting anecdotes illustrative of the promi-

nent peculiarities of many of them. Mr.Stanton

made his first anti-slavery speech in 1832, and in

1834 attended the anniversary of the American

Anti-slavery Society inNew York City, where, he

remarks, he encountered "the first of my two

hundred mobs." One of the most interesting

events of his eventful life he notes as follows :

"Before sailing for Europe, I was united in mar-

riage, on May 1, 1840, with Elizabeth Cady, of

Johnston, daughter of Daniel Cady, then one of
' the leaders of the New York Bar. "

THE Christian Register is rather non-committal

on the question whether attendance on prayers at

Harvard should be compulsory. It thinks "there

is much to be said on both sides," but that there

is another question "of far more importance" : "it

is whether the college is to become wholly secular-

ized or whether it is to recognize religion, as it

recognizes ethics, as an educative force." By relig-

ion, the Register evidently means Christianity,

with omissions enough to make it rather color-

less in its teachings. "The place of preacher," it

says, "to the University,which was left vacant by

the resignation of Dr. Peabody,has not been filled.

Had Dr. Phillips Brooks accepted the call to this

office, it would have been a happy day for the

college. But, since his declination, no effort seems

to have been made to fill the office ." This the

Register deeply regrets. It would, no doubt, much

prefer that attendance at the prayers should be

voluntary; but it does not seem to see the wrong

of compelling students to attendprayers and other

religious services against their will.

At a séance in the West recently, a sceptic pres-

ent ejected aniline into the face of the ghost

when it appeared. A light was struck, and the

۲



518
THE INDEX APRIL 30 1885

A STATE RELIGION.

The Christian Statesman, as the readers of The

Index well know, is a journal devoted to securing

an amendment to the national Constitution which

shall make that document recognize the Christian

religion, and the Christian religion in the Ortho-

dox interpretation of it. Yet even the Statesman

sees the light when there is a different kind of

sectarian raid upon the State. In speaking of the

so-called "Freedom of Worship" Bill, which is

before the New York Legislature, and the object

of which is to permit Roman Catholic religious

services, including mass, in the State reformatory

institutions, the Statesman says : "This is another

step toward the establishment of the Romish

Church in the United States. No other Church

ever asked such privileges."

stitution and its stricter religious laws, it might

set the Catholics an example they would not be

slow to imitate, and put machinery into their

hands they would be quick to use, should the

power come to them. The only safe course, as

well as the only just course, is for the State to

give to no sect or church or creed any special

"privileges."

Quite curiously, in the same column in which

the Christian Statesman deprecates the advance

of the Romish Church toward "establishment in

the United States," it has another paragraph in

which it inculcates the idea that the nation as a

nation must have a religion. Replying to some

very just remarks of our neighbor, the Investiga-

tor, on excluding the Bible as a book of worship

from the public schools, it says:-

The writer of these quotations makes a very com-

mon mistake. He imagines that, if a government

would leave its citizens free in the matter of religion,

it must have no religion itself. Because the atheist

has been left free not to worship, he insists that the

nation is not free to worship or to acknowledge God.

Having the liberty of irreligion, he denies to the

nation the liberty of religion. Having secured ex-

emption from possible pains and penalties on account

of his own atheism, this atheistic zealot claims the

right to veto the expression of any religious senti-

ment, or the observance of any religious institution,

on the part of the people as a whole. The nation

must have no God to pray to, and must never pray.

Could anything reveal more clearly the fanatical

intolerance of atheism?

But that journal is altogether too self-deprecia-

tory. It is itself asking for a higher privilege

every week; namely, to have its own creed incor-

porated in the organic law of the land, and then to

have all national legislation and customs directed

in conformity therewith. The Catholics in New

York are only asking that members of their own

Church, who may be shut up in penitentiaries or

in State reform schools, may be visited by Catho-

lic priests with the right (where not interfering

with necessary discipline) to institute their spe-

cial forms of worship. But the Statesman is ask-

ing that the national Constitution, which is for all

the people in the nation, whatever their religious

views, and which any citizen elected to national

officemay be called upon to take oath to support, ❘ something apart from its citizens or people. The

shall be indoctrinated with Protestant evangelical

beliefs, and that the government shall make itself

an evangelist for maintaining those beliefs.

Nor is the Statesman quite exact in saying

that "no other Church ever asked such privileges."

At least, whether formally asking or not, other

Churches have taken such privileges. In a recent ar-

ticle on this "Freedom of Worship" Bill, we showed

that in the very institution for which the Catho-

lics specially desire the bill-the Randall's Island

House of Refuge-an Orthodox Protestant form of

worship is regularly conducted. And most likely,
considering that a large proportion of the children

sent there are Catholics, it was this fact that
stirred the Catholic Church to labor for this new

law. If the State had taken the just ground that

it had nothing to do with providing worship in

State prisons more than elsewhere, and had not

permitted to the Protestant Churches "such privi-

leges," the Catholics, probably, would have never

asked for them. Moreover, the Protestants have

obtained similar privileges of instituting their

peculiar forms of worship in the public schools in

most of the States, in the legislatures, and in the

national Congress. The Statesman would, doubt-

less, be shocked, should the Catholics ask for and

secure the "privilege" of having mass celebrated in

the Capitol at Washington for the benefit of Cath-

olic Congressmen. Yet why should not such a

"privilege" be instituted by law as much as the

present custom of Protestant prayers in the Capi-

tol by Congressional chaplains paid from the

national treasury ?

It is evident that, as soon as the State goes into

the business of setting up religion, it makes a great

deal of difference to people whose religion is set up.

The Christian Statesman never would be satisfied

to have Catholicism made a part of the organic

law of the land and Catholic priests officiating in

the various religious offices of the nation. Yet

whoknows whatmayhappen, if that Church goes

The writer of the above quotation appears to

make the mistake of conceiving of a nation as

atheist is as much a part of the nation as the

theist, the Jew as much apart of it as the Chris-

tian. And as the atheist is free not to worship,

so the theist, the Christian, the Jew, are just as

free to worship, and to worship each in his own

way. But why should the Jew or Christian or

theist insist on doing double worship, first in

their private capacity as themselves, and then as

the nation ? The atheist does not claim to repre-

sent the nation in his non-worship : why should

any kind of theist claim to represent it in his wor-

ship? How can "the people as a whole" worship,
when they do not all believe in worship, and even

those believing in worship do not agree together
in the kind of worship ? Has not the atheist,

after all, asmuch right to say that his part of the

nation shall not pray as the theist has to say that

his part shall pray? If the theist says no to this

question, then on which side is the "fanatical

intolerance" ? This idea of "a nation" apart from

the people constituting it is a pure fiction. And

there is no such thing as a nation having religion
any farther than the people have religion individu-

ally. Is there, then, any better way to get religion

into a nation's character and institutions than,
allowing freedom to all ways of thinking, for the

different sects and churches to go to work with

zeal to make as many people as possible religious

in their characters and lives ?

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

"BEACON LIGHTS OF HISTORY. "

Dr. John Lord gave a series of historical lect-

ures some years ago, which he published in book

form under the above title. The fifth volume,

recently issued, is devoted to representative

women, as sovereigns, politicians, authors, saints,

and women in society, as friends and lovers.

His philosophy on the controlling forces in the

formationof character,and the influence of relig-

tianity, is as contradictory as pitiable, when we

on increasing in numbers and power ? If the ious faith on women under Paganism and Chris-
Christian Statesman should get its amended con-

consider the large audiences ofwomenwho flocked

tohearhim, andthe still larger number probably

now reading his crude deductions from the facts

ofhistory.

He occupies the well-worn ground that there is

no security for woman's happiness or morality

but in her steadfast faith in the Christian religion.

Contrasting the lives of women under different

religions, he gives their comparative goodness and

happiness, attributing whatever they are and all

that they enjoy to their religious faith, and not to

the form of civilization in which they chance to be

born and educated. Those without Christianity

he describes as victims of their impulses and pas-

sions, immoral, gloomy, desolate,having no knowl-

edge of God or hope of immortality. Yet all

races of mankind, in all ages, have had their ideas

of a Supreme Being and afuture state, and in their

way had a fair share of happiness. True, they

worshipped some hideous graven images made of

wood and stone; but their deformities were grad-

ually toned down, and a more refined type in

silver and gold took their places. These were

succeeded by still higher ideals in pictures, until,

in a purer civilization and greater individual

development, no one man's God satisfied his

neighbors. Then we ceased to represent the great

over-soul, the unknown, the invisible, in any

tangible form whatever.

But the old ideals are still recognized according

to the moral and intellectual status of the believer.

The ignorant and irrational still worship a cruel,

jealous, angry God, who creates generation after

generation merely to drag out in poverty and

wretchedness a miserable existence here, and to

endure everlasting misery hereafter. A moral

monstrosity ! quite as revolting to the cultivated

mind as were the hideous graven images of the

past to those whohad aneye for beauty.

While some of the noblest, purest women, who

exemplified all the cardinal virtues in their daily

life and conversation, lived before the advent of

Christianity, Dr. Lord makes his selection of those

who may best represent his theory. The follies

and vices of all women under Pagandom he at-

tributes to their religion; their virtues, to nature

grandly asserting herself above the creeds and

customs of the times. The virtues of those under

Christianity he attributes to their religion ; their

follies and vices to nature, warring against their

struggles for holiness. Think of Dame Nature,

in all her grandeur and immutability, playing

bo-peep in this way with the daughters of Eve,

holding them steadfast in the most exalted virtues

inspite of the dogmas and superstitions of a de-

basing faith before the Christian era; and, then,

helping to plunge them into a deeper slough of

despond immediately after !

Again, we are told that those who believe the

dogmas of the Christian religion will have peace

and happiness under all life's trials and tribula-

tions, and a joyful hope of eternal bliss in the

future. But the doctor loses sight of his philoso-

phy-so pleasing to Orthodox ears and so well

calculated to sell his books-when he comes to his

illustrations .

In the chapter on St. Theresa, his representa-

tive devout Christian, he describes one of the

mostmelancholy saints in the calendar,whospent

twentyyears of her life in tears and groans about

her own soul, crucified her strongest natural affec-

tions, and passed the sunset of her life in solitude

and charity. Nothing could be more gloomy

than the lives of most of the saintlywomen that

comprise so large a share of church literature.

Having taxedour sympathies to the utmost limit

with the sufferings of his happy St. Theresa, he

attributes the sadness of George Eliot's life-aris-
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ing from so many social complications-to her

change of faith from Christianity to Rationalism,

when, in fact, the happiest part of her life was

after she emerged from the superstitions in which

she had been educated, and analyzed the dogmas

ofher old faith by the light of reason.

is sneered and laughed at by persons who believe

God commanded Moses to command Joshua to

"stand before Eleazer the priest, who shall ask

counsel for him, after the judgmentof Urim before

the Lord." (Numbers xxvii., 21.) "And the Tir-

shatha said unto them that they should not eat

of the most holy things, till there stood up a priest

with Urim and with Thummim." (Ezra ii. , 63.)

The orthodox Jews believe the uses of the Urim

and Thummimare to be restored. Christian com-

mentators think they were the means or conditions

Lord. Where is the difference between these

stones in the breastplate of the priest and the

stones in the rims of the bow used by Joseph

Smith ? Where is the difference in the screen

used by him and the curtain before which the

priest presented himself that parted the more holy

place from the holy place ?

Poor St. Theresa ! what reason had she to sup-

pose that she would be happier in the next sphere

than this ? The Orthodox "God is immutable,

unchangeable, in wisdom, power, and glory"; he

has governed us here by direct fiat, we are told,

and made the vast majority of us miserable.❘ of receiving responses to questions asked of the

What proof have we that the whole basis of gov-

ernmentwillbe changedin the next sphere? We

shallbe subject to the same laws, the same princi-

ples of justice, the same Supreme Ruler of the

universe, who is eternal, and "knows no variable-

ness or shadow of turning." The accepted revela-

tion gives us no hope of a change of dynasty or

discipline. It promises rewards and punishments

for belief and disbelief in certain doctrines of

faith there as here. Hence, for all we know,

St. Theresa is still weeping and groaning over the

final destiny of her soul. Her faith and fears

made her miserable here: why not in the next

stage of action, if our future life is an eternal

progression ? Harriet Martineau said "the hap-

piest day of her life was when she gave up the

charge of her soul." It would be the dawn of a

brighter day for most women, if they could be

relieved from all anxiety about their souls and

a future state, devote themselves to building up

strong bodies, sound morality, and ajust govern-

ment for all. We have subordinated this world

with all its high duties to an unknown future

long enough. If all the thought, the feeling, the

intense interest expended in vain speculations and

preparations for the next sphere of action had

been devoted to this life, we might ere this have

realized our Paradise on earth.

ELIZABETH CADY STANTON.

MORMONISM IN A NEW LIGHT.

V.

The Book of Mormon.

The Mormon Bible, as it is called, is nothing

more nor less than a supplement to the Hebrew

and Christian Scriptures, supplying certain miss-

ing links of prophecy, history, and God's provi-

dence, from the stand-point of the believer, and

not of the sceptic. Because the Book of Mormon

is inferior in some respects to the Bible, people

conclude it cannot be of God, forgetting the fact

that the one is a completed work, the other a

work just begun; the one is wrought into its

present form by centuries on centuries of labor,

and the other the product of a single generation;

the one is a bible made, the other a bible in the

making.

The Book of Mormon is accepted less for its own

sake than for the sake of the prophet, as he is

accepted less for his own sake than his gospel's

sake. Yet the same arguments used against the

Book of Mormon will apply with about the same

force to the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures ;

and, at the same time, its faults have been

exaggerated greatly. Few of its critics have even

so much as read it, and those who have read it

have done so with their minds full of prejudices

and false ideas concerning the book and Mormon-

ism itself. They have found in it no "revelation" ;

but it was obnoxious to the charge of "plagiar-

ism," "cant phrases," and "heresy," aud as being

"an outrage against God's wisdom and glory."

Themeans by which the Book of Mormon is said

tohave been translated, the Urim and Thummim,

The question is not so much whether the Book

of Mormon is true as whether its translator be-

lieved himself inspired of God. And the facts, I

think, all go to show that he did believe himself

inspired of God. The question as to the quality

of this inspiration is also important,-the question

being not whether it was God who really spoke

through Joseph Smith, but was it that "power

which makes for righteousness." All "inspired"

writings are a blending of history and tradition,

of faith and reason; and the tradition shapes the

history, and the faith the reason. The Book of

Mormon, like other sacred histories, is fortunate

inhaving to do with the past, thus far impenetra-

ble to the researches of the learned, ancient Amer-

ica, about which so little is known that the story

of Mormon cannot be disproven, the few facts

known tending, the Mormons claim, to corroborate

it. Adeft use has been made of that imprintto

the first edition of the Book of Mormon,-"Joseph

Smith, Author and Proprietor." And this first

edition is supposed to have many peculiar features

not found in later editions. This is not so. The

changes have been wonderfully few, and these

wholly of a grammatical kind. Possibly, these

rumored peculiarities it was that made Macaulay

charge the English minister at Washington with

the task of procuring for him, if possible, a copy

of this first edition. Whether Edward Bulwer, her

Majesty's representative, succeeded on this errand,

Ido not know. It will be but just to quote from

the title-page of the first edition the following :

"Be it remembered, in the fifty-third year of the

Independence of the United States of America,

A.D. 1829, Joseph Smith, Jun., of the said dis-

trict, hath deposited in this office the title of a

Book, the right whereof he claims in the following

words, to wit : 'The Book of Mormon, written by

the hand of Mormon upon plates taken from the

platesof Nephi, written by way of command-

ment, and also by the spirit of prophecy and reve-

lation, " etc. The use of the imprint quoted above

was in compliance with "An Act for the encourage-

ment of learning by securing the copies of maps,

charts, and books to the authors and proprietors

of such copies." This sounds prosaic enough, but

it must be remembered ancient prophets had no

such difficulties to contend with. There is, in

these days, besides a law of God, a lawof the land ;

and this imprint in the Book of Mormon no more

proves that Joseph Smith was its author than the

absence of such imprint in the productions of

inspired writers of olden time proves they were

not of human origin.

...

"Say unto them, Thus saith the LordGod. Be-

hold, I will take the stick of Joseph, which is in

the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his

fellows, and will put them with him, even with

the stick of Judah, and make them one stick; and

they shall be one in my hand." So prophesies

Ezekiel. The Book of Mormon is the record of

the tribe of Joseph. For Isaiah, too, said, "Thou

shalt be brought down, and shalt speak out of the

ground; and thy speech shall be low out of the

dust, and thy voice shall be as of one that hath a

familiar spirit out of the ground, and thy speech

shall whisper out of the dust." The golden plates

were a voice "speaking out of the ground." But

the prophecy is still more specific. "The vision of

all is become unto you as the words of a book that

is sealed, which mendeliver to one that is learned ,

saying, Read this, Ipray thee; andhe saith, I can -

not, for it is sealed." And were not "the words

of the book" delivered "to one that is learned," in

the person of Prof. Anthon; and were they not to

him"a sealed book"? "And the book is delivered

to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I

pray thee; and he said, I am not learned." This

is Joseph Smith's answer to the angel, when com-

manded to read or translate the book.

The Book of Mormon reports three migrations

from Asia to America, the first being immediately

after the Dispersion, the last in the reignof Zede-

kiah, 600 B.C. They are called Jeredites, Laman-

ites, and Nephites, from their respective leaders .

They founded civilizations, beginning in Central

and South America, that perished from their own

corruptions. Jesus visited this continent after

his ascension. The gospel was preached, but its

triumph was imperfect and fluctuating. Dissen-

sions led to merciless, even exterminating, wars.

The last great battle was fought between the

Lamanites and Nephites on the site between the

spots now called Manchester and Palmyra, N.Y.

The Nephites were slain nearly to a man.

fell in the last encounter before the sword of Cori-

antume. These huge mounds that meet the eye

to-day are formed of the heaps of the slain, the

sepulchres of a nation and a race,-

"Whence and why art thou, mysterious mound?

Are questions that man asks, and asks in vain;

For o'er thy destinies a night profound,

All rayless and echoless, doth reign."

Shiz

But Mormon, one of the last of the Nephites,

passed the records of these people into the hands

of Moroni, his son, by whom they were finished,

"being written in the characters which are called

among us the reformed Egyptian, being handed

down and altered by us according to our manner

of speech. " "Condemn me not because of mine

imperfections, but rather give thanks unto God

that he hath made manifest unto you our imper-

fections, that ye maylearn to be more wise than

we have been." "I am the same who hideth up

this record unto the Lord. None can have the

power to bring it to light, save it be given

him of God; for God will that it shall be done

with an eye simple to his glory." The record is

addressed "to the Lamanites, also to the Jew and

Gentile."

The New Jerusalem is to be built up on this land.

And, at the same time, the Jews are to return and

rebuild Jerusalem. But America is Zion. "It is

a choice land, saith God, unto me, above all other

lands." "And it shall be a land of liberty unto

the Gentiles; and there shall be no kings on

this land." "And I will fortify this land against

all other nations, and he that fighteth against

Zion shall perish, saith God; for he that raiseth

up a king against me shall perish, for I, the

Lord, king of heaven, will be their king." "Be-

hold, hath the Lord commanded that any should

not partake of his goodness ? Behold, I say unto

you, Nay; but all men are privileged, the one like

unto the other, and none are forbidden. He com-

mandeth that there shall be no priestcrafts ; for,

behold, priestcrafts are that men preach, and set
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the future. When it does come upon us, it

"Glides forth among the shadows, cast

Upon the present by the past,"-

a power of darkness and fear.

And as we hate this power of darkness and evil,

ugliness,pain, and disease, as we love beauty and

happiness and their servant truth, so arewe found

worthy to enter the innermost shrine of the temple

ofmorality.

As the first initiative to action of the ethical

forces proceeds from the beautiful, it is propheti-

cally mirrored in our emotions as desire. All our

efforts for the attainment of this beautiful, the

object of desire, whether those of conscious will

or of unconscious impulse, consist in the trained

action of only those disciplined natural forces

which, by their subjection to our purposes and

ideals, acknowledge themselves the sworn allies of

the ethical power.

themselves up for a light unto the world. Behold, ❘ generally not anticipated, for its home is not in

the Lord hath forbidden this thing: wherefore,

the Lord hath given a commandment that all

men should have charity, which charity is love.

But the laborer in Zion shall labor for Zion ; for, if

they labor for money, they shall perish. And,

again, the Lord commandeth that men should not

murder, that they should not steal, that they

should not envy, that they should nothave malice,

that they should not contend one with another,

that they should not commit whoredoms, for whoso

doeth these things shall perish ; for none of these

iniquities come of the Lord, for he doeth that

which is good among the children of men. And he

inviteth all to come unto him and partake of his

goodness; and he denieth none, black and white,

bond and free, male and female, and he remem-

bereth the heathen, and all are alike unto God."

"But, behold, in the last days, ... they preach unto

themselves their own wisdom and their own learn-

ing, that they may get gain and grind upon the

face of the poor; and there are many churches

built up, which cause envyings and strife and mal-

ice; and there are also secret combinations, even

as in old times, according to the combinations of

the devil, who is the foundation of all these things,

yea, of murder and of works of darkness." "But,

behold, in the last days all the nations of the Gen-

tiles and of the Jews will be drunken with iniquity

and all manner of abominations ; and, when that

day shall come, they shall be visited of the Lord

of hosts with thunder and with earthquake, and

with a great noise, and with storm and with

tempest, and with the flame of devouring fire.

And all the nations that fight against Zion, and

that distress her, shall be as a dream of a night

vision." Thus speaks the prophet Nephi, in the

second book of the Book of Mormon.

The American Indians are the descendants of

the Lamanites, an Israelitish remnant. In the

fulness of time, which is now at hand, they are to

be restored to their birthright, and to become "a

pure and delightsome people." A Mormon hymn

sends up this petition :--

"Great Spirit, listen to the red man's wail,

Thou hast the power to help him inhis woe:

Thy mightyarm was never known to fail;

Great Chieftain, save him from the pale-faced foe."

Nor is this mere sentiment. The Indians are

being baptized by the score. Hundreds and

thousands have already heard and rejoiced in the

glad tidings, and entered into the covenants of a

new life, casting aside their filthy habits and blood-

thirstiness, and practising the arts of cleanliness

and of peace, and helping to build up the waste

places of their fathers.

T. W. CURTIS .

THE CONCEPTION OF LIFE.

III.

The question which confronts us at this stage

of our investigation is by what means and in

what manner does the ethical power establish its

sway over the forces of nature.

All living beings, conscious or unconscious, seek

for happiness ; and "happiness is the daughter of

beauty." The modes of the beautiful are the ob-

jects of our desire: onlybeauty can call up hope

in the sentient being, and swayit by the anticipa-

tion of possession. The power to possess beauty

is the fulfilment of desire; the fulfilment of desire

is liberty ; and liberty is life.

All ugliness, be it that of material or that of

dynamic form, engenders pain in the sentient be-

holder; and all pain, however slight, is a symptom

of disease, the vanguard of death. The ugly is

It must, however, be clearly understood that,

although all our desires maybe truly said to be

excited by some mode of the beautiful, it is by

no means necessary that this excitement should

be directly effected byour love for or sympathy
with the beautiful itself. Equally well may this

desire be excited by the antipathy and hate which

we bear to its opposite ethical pole,-the ugly.

In the former case, desire is due to a corre-

spondence subsisting between the wave-propor-

tions and recurrences proper to the beautiful itself,

and like or similar ("homoeiomorphous" or

"homoeiorhythmic") wave-proportions and recur-

rences proper to the emotional phases of the sen-

tient being. Desire thus depends upon the pro-

phetic of commensurability ; happiness,

upon the actual commensurating contact between

certain modes or aspects of motion pertaining to

the emotional life of the sentient being, and sim-

ilar modes or aspects of motion pertaining to that

being's environment.

sense

In the latter case, that of the excitement of

desire for the beautiful and good through our an-

tipathy to the ugly and evil,-we have, apparently,

to deal with the non-correspondence which must

necessarily exist between the wave-disproportions

and non-recurrences proper to ugliness and the

utterly unlike or dissimilar wave-proportions and

recurrences eventuating in the emotional phase of

the sentient being, a phenomenon of ethical con-

trast-effect.

And, thus, we perceive in the direct birth of

desire, arising out of the sympathy between us and

the beautiful, there is manifested a law of ethical

or morphocratic induction; in the indirect awakening

of the same desire through the antipathy between

ourselves and the ugly, a law of ethical or morpho-

cratic polarization .

our desire, we definitely locate their existence in

the future. I am aware that it is a commonhabit

to regard the actual existence of these objects as

of doubtful reality, or rather as a mere contin-

gency not to be thought of for a moment as of the

same order of certainty with the facts of the

past.

But the truth remains, we do anticipate; and,

when the object of our prophetic vision has been

realized by the magic touch of the present, have

we not received a most tangible proof of the cor-

rectness of this our "memory of the future" ? It

is true the most vivid of our anticipations are

often doomed to disappointment ; our powers to

mingle with the forms of a yet unborn age are

most limited; wecannot see clearly, nor penetrate

farbeyond the veil which separates our present from

the what-shall-be. But can we do so in the other

direction ? Could we make the experiment with

the past, how many of our memories now believed

to be "as surety sure" would unveil themselves

images of delusion and deceit ? Could we retrace

our steps as well as we advance them, woe would

fall upon history, and justice and truth would

erase from her most authentic records many a

word, sentence, and page. The faculties of mem-
ory and prophetic vision are the same. Both are

often right, frequently at fault. But, in the lat-

ter case, proof and disproof of reliability continu-

ally arise before us as the future springs into the

being of the present. The character and faithful-

ness of the memory are little questioned, only

because these proofs and disproofs of the present

are ever wanting.

While it would hardly be practicable in the

brief compass of this essay to give a clear and

definite account of the exact relation which the

æsthetic and ethical phases of life bear to the

beautiful, yet, to avoid all possibilities of miscon-

ception, it should he here stated that the terms

"beauty" and the "beautiful" are here nowhere

used with a narrow restriction to the desiguation

of regularity of external superficial form alone.

Not the rhythm and proportion of a series of har-

monic curves in space only, but the orderly proces-

sion of musical waves beating in melodious surf

upon the shores of sense as well ; the play of color
which lights the smile or illumines the frown of

the landscape, the rhyme of conduct in the life of

the sincere teacher,the honorable man of action,

and the tender, loving woman,-are all equally but

varied modes of the beautiful.

By anticipating and hoping for the objects of

All human misery-sin and pain, nay, death

itself-is indissolubly linked with the immediate

unattainability of our desires. Could we under

all circumstances and always attain these, we

should be "even as the gods"-morally responsi-

ble for all we know to be, omnipotent, and abso-

lutely free. And, as the realization of these ob-

jects of desire, dwelling in the time-halls of the

yet unborn years, is our inalienable birthright,

we must unceasingly strive for their possession.

The evil power which ever opposes itself to their

attainment is that of the unsubdued natural forces,

the enslaving causes, which continually arise from

the past. We, the human race, bound by our line

of descent to a base animal ancestry, can attain to

full moral dignity only in so far as we avow our-

selves

"With arms, unyielding valiant borne,

The champions of the future's morn !"

CHARLES FROEBEL.

THE NEEDED STIMULUS IN EDUCATION.

The golden key to unlock the treasure vaults

in which are concealed the mysterious riches

that, when found, so richly repay all the toil of

search, is simply the wish to find out things, the

spirit of curiosity. This wish, always so strong,

such an active element in all children, is not suf-

ficiently recognized in their training. Instead of

being encouraged and rightly directed, it is oftener

frowned upon, and every effort made to prevent

its growth. It is thought to be the spirit of mis-

chief, and as such must be eliminated by restraint

and punishment from the child's nature. Thus for-

bidden to use this pure instinct given him for his

growth and the acquisition of knowledge of nature

which, in after years, would prove a talisman

against corrupt influences, he will often secretly

fill his mind with the poisonous food found in

dangerously exciting novels and vicious compan-

ions. "Curiosity should be early awakened and

judiciously fostered." With this for its control-

( ling force, the inquiring child will become the intel-



THE INDEX APRIL 30 1885 521

انبوم

ligent man or woman, whatever may be its future

station. Institutions of learning can only lend

their aid; and without them even, as one often

sees, the noblest workers in life, either in art, sci-

ence, philosophy, or in the no less royal kingdom of

home, are found.

In thus encouraging the spirit of curiosity, we

shall find the natural bias of the child's mind, and

be able to give him the special training suited to

his bent; for, as Emerson says, "Capacity unde-

veloped is only an organized day-dream with a

skin on it." "Our works," says Carlyle, "are the

mirror in which the spirit first sees its natural

lineaments." "Know thyself is an impossible pre-

cept till it is translated into this partially possible

one, Know what thou canst work at."

What a vast amount of happiness there would

be in the world, if every one could find and work

inthe business most adapted to taste and ability !

What superior, almost perfect productions in all

departments of life we should witness ! "No round

pegs in square holes, then"; and the result so

apparent now everywhere, of failure in happiness

and success . One writer has truly said, "Life is a

delight just in degree as it is consecrated to action,

or the conscious volitional exercise of our noblest

qualities. " Work is the wooing by which happi-

ness is won. Industrial education, just beginning

to be recognized as a necessary accompaniment to

all intellectual training, will be one of the most

potent instruments in revolutionizing and reform-

ing society. It is necessary to cultivate imagina-

tion; for the child must imagine there is something

hidden, or he will not use his faculties to gratify

his curiosity, and try to find out.

Howdreary would all lives be without the pos-

session of this blessed faculty, and the stimulus

it affords to all its best andhighest feelings ! Not

curiosity alone has impelled the students of science

and art, or the discoverers of new continents, to

such self-denying, heroic exertions; but imagina-

tionhas been the food on which curiosity has fed,

and which has been the nutriment by which the

spirit of investigation has grown, and which has

been to the hunger of that spirit as meat and wine

to hungry and thirsty physical bodies. Grindon

says: "The body must be taken into the playhouse

of nature, and the mind be inspired through the

imagination, upon which curiosity itself depends.

Achild's imagination can hardly be too much en-

couraged, provided it be always guided to some

resting-place, where it can repose awhile, and then

indue time be led onward again, but always with

an interval. " Let us imagine ourselves for a

moment in a small ante-chamber, with doors lead-

ing from it to innumerable rooms, into which we

long to enter and feast on the rich treasures which

we imagine they contain; but the janitor forbids

our even attempting to unlock the doors, and

answers every entreaty with, You cannot enter:

it is not for you to know what is contained in

these rooms; it is forbidden fruit.

Such I imagine must be the unformulated

thought of the little child who has just begun

to understand that all around him are so many,

many things which he wants to find out about, and

cannot be made to perceive why he is denied the

search,-why, when he tries with all his innocent

child powers to reach the inside, and find out the

mystery, he is told, That is very wrong, and you

must be punished, if you do it. How much better

to direct his attention to some other object of

curiosity, to encourage him to observe everything,

the little blades of grass, the flowers, even the

weeds and pebbles about his path, to tell him that

even the watch, with its tick, tick, tick, and its

ever-movingwheels,he can learn all aboutwhen he

is older! The parent or teacher who can inspire

the child with that divine stimulus which will

impel him to search untiringly for knowledge and

for truth without prejudice or fear is alone the
true educator.

R. F. BAXTER.

EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION.

The Eighteenth Annual Meeting of the Free

Religious Association will be held in Parker Me-

morial Building, Boston, Mass., as follows:-

Thursday evening, May 28, at 7.45 o'clock, busi-

ness session for thehearing of reports,election of

officers, etc.

Friday morning, May 29, at 10.30 o'clock, ad-

dress by the President, followed by addresses from

Mr. W. D. Le Sueur, of Ottawa, Can., and Rev.

M. J. Savage of Boston, on the question, "Is a

Scientific Basis for Religion Possible?" After

these addresses, the subject will be open for

speeches, not exceeding ten minutes each, from

the floor.

Friday afternoon, at 3 o'clock, the Rev. R.

Heber Newton will address the meeting on "The

Religious Aspect of Socialism." During the after-

noon session there will also be opportunity for ten-

minute speeches from the floor.

The annual festival will be held in the Meio-

naon, Tremont Temple, Friday evening, commenc-

ing at 6.30 o'clock. R. Heber Newton, W. D. Le

Sueur, Wm. J. Gill, H. W. Holland, Mrs. E. D.

Cheney, Miss Mary Eastman, and W. J. Potter will

be among the speakers.

F. A. HINCKLEY, Sec'y.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U..

" THE Philosophy and Ethics of Naturalism"

will be the subject of an address, by B. F. Under-

wood, before the Secular Society at Paine Hall

next Sunday, at 2.45 P.M.

MRS. IMOGENE C. FALES will address the Bos-

ton Society for Ethical Culture in the parlors of the

Parker Memorial at 3.30 P.M., Sunday, May 3,

on "The Divine Law of Co-operation."

ANY one of our subscribers can obtain a copy

free of the Pansy, a most attractive magazine

for children and young people, by sending a postal

card requesting it, and giving full name and

address to D. Lothrop & Co., Boston, Mass.

THE essay by Mr. Potter, read last Saturday

evening before the Liberal Union Club of this

city, on the "National Unitarian Conference and

Mental Liberty," will be printed in full in The

Index next week. The brief reports in the Boston

daily press give an incorrect idea of the address in

some important particulars.

TO A "medium" of this city, named Bliss, whose

latest scheme is presented in a pamphlet he is

circulating, the Investigator replies as follows :-

"J. А. В.," Boston. We have received a copy of

your pamphlet, in which you say, in your notice of

the "Developing Circle Extension Fund," that you

"plead for the spirit friends that seek the means to

return from spirit life." We were not before aware

that spirits had to pay anything to return ; but, if

they do, we can put you in the way of sending them

$1,500, if you can perform in your "developing circle"

a genuine ,"materialization" that will satisfy two

sceptics who offer the above large sum to see the

"phenomenon." As you profess to be a medium,

this information may be interesting; for we under-

stand that the sceptics will be ready at short notice.

SAYS the Boston Herald : "When we get Gen.

Grant's religious views reported by Newman,

they are decidedly Newmanic. Take that remark

yesterday, reporting Gen. Grant as saying (on

Sunday), 'This is the Lord's day, and it would

seem like mockery for me to be out riding when

so many people are praying for me.' That is

Newman. Gen. Grant might have said, 'I guess

I'd better stay in Sunday,'-meaning that some

people would consider it improper for him to be

riding on that day. Parson Newman says that a

few words from a reticent man mean much. He

is a liberal interpreter, and makes the most of the

few words which drop from those firm lips."

A CORRESPONDENT of the Boston Transcript

writes : "I heard a good story about the well-

known wit, Joseph H. Choate, to-day, with which

this somewhat rambling letter may be brought

to an end. Mr. Choate was sitting in his law

office, when a young man-very well known in

society, who is always extremely well dressed,

takes great pride in his family connections, and

has a pretty high opinion of himself generally-

entered, and introduced himself something as

follows: 'I am Mr. J. Van Rensselaer Jones. '

'Ah !' replied Mr. Choate, 'take a chair.' 'Yes,'

continued the young man,bent upon impressing

his importance upon the lawyer, 'I am-er-the

son-in-law, you know, of Governor Smith.' 'In-

deed !' rejoined Choate : 'take two chairs !" "

For The Index .

THE STAR OF THE LION .

The stars of twilight, one by one,

Come out above the sunken sun,

Atfirst with faint and timid beams

Amid the daylight's fading gleams.

Anon, as sunset's splendors die,

Distinct they lure the pensive eye,

Andgem the dusking western sky

Likepearls on storm-strewn beach, that lie.

With face turned sunward, body spread

O'erhalf the azure fields o'erhead,

The constellated Lion grim

See couchant in those star-depths dim.

And, lo! his chiefest orb to-night,

Basilikos, flames clear and bright.

Mark well that lamp of summer even,-

Star more renowned illumes notheaven.

In history's primeval days ,

Ere David, Job, or Homer sung,

Ere Rome 'mid woods of Latium sprung,

It drew the Babylonian's gaze

For signs of fate when scanning space .

Chaldæan sages watched the glow

Of Regulus thus long ago ;

Thus far, ' mid mists of backward time,

Observed it from their towers sublime.

'Twas Regulus, the kingly star

Which ruled Chaldæa's calendar,

And Greek Hipparchos taught aright

The movement of the hosts of night.

Here, through ourNewWorld's twilight gray,

Itbeams with undiminished ray,

Onus asbrightly shining down

As onAssyrian monarch's crown.

Andwhen our lips have long been dumb,

And a far future shall have come,

And dull oblivion made its prey

Thefames and grandeurs of to-day,

And all now breathing melted be

Inbosom of eternity,

The Lion's regal star will shed

Its radiance still through evening's red,

And still shine on with changeless ray

O'er earth's mutations and decay,

Andbring as now to sleepless eyes

The peace of its far tranquil skies .

B. W. BALL.

*The principal star in the constellation of the Lion was

called Basilikos, or the Little King, by the Greek astrono-
mers. It isknown to modern astronomers as Regulus,

which is a Latin word of the same significance. The

Arabs, too, called it the Royal Star.
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the new dispensation are scarcely less confident❘mation, or among the early Quakers, he could have

than their evangelical predecessors, and from nar-

row bases are not too modest to fulminate their

dogmas or attempt to build up their little systems

from ill-digested facts. Iconoclastic as the ad-

vance of free thought has been, one must rejoice

at the wider liberty which it implies. The de-

thronement of the literal devil and the abolition

of the bottomless pit much more than offset the

loss of the imaginary heaven with its pavement

of shining gold, or the transformation of the sec-

ond person of the trinity from the Godhead into

the ranks of glorified humanity. We are emanci-

pated from haunting fears, although certain hopes

of bliss are consequently weakened.

When I think of my agony of mind, when a

child, connected with death and the burning tor-

ment, I am most thankful that my children will

pass through no such horror. By this I do not

mean to imply that such suffering came from home

instruction, far from it, but the current theol-

ogy of the time was so stamped upon youthful

minds that playmates terrified each other with

Calvinistic threats. Yet Orthodoxy, with all its

sins, had some shining virtues. It had grit and

self-denial at bottom, and an earnestness in mat-

ters of morality that we are in danger of losing

in our broader theology. New England could ill

afford to part with manyof its qualities that are

of Puritan inheritance.

The result of the wide-spread change of views

regarding the authority of the Scriptures has been

a laxity in church-going. The great majority of

the community are not regular attendants, and re-

What Religious Education Shall Liberals ligious societies languish. How to fill the pews

Give their Children ? *

BY WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON,

Do not suppose that I have come prepared to

answer the question I propound. I am in search

of light ; and, in giving expression to my own

doubts and surmises,it maybe that your suggestive

comments will help illumine "what inme is dark."

We are living at a period that seems to mark

the ebb tide of religious belief. The historical

and analytical researches of the last generation re-

garding the Scriptures have resulted in overturning

or reconstructing many faiths which were supposed

to be based on the solid rock of divine revelation.

The great discoveries of mole-eyedscience,groping

among the atoms from which to deduce the natural

laws,haverevealed facts in those older scriptures

written in the earth's formation, destructive to the

Biblehistory which our parents and many of us, in

earlier life, accepted as the groundwork of truth.

A great unsettling of belief has followed. Our

feet find under them the shifting sand of Sahara.

in place of the Gibraltar whose firm support was

our refuge and our strength. Doubt and denial

are in the air. Instead of furtive questionings of

the future life, open and emphatic negations of the

soul's existence are popular. Where twenty-five

years ago the Orthodoxy of Boston prayed that

Godwould put ahook in Theodore Parker's jaws,

Parker's heterodoxy is now orthodox, and Col.

Ingersoll can fill Boston Theatre with thousands

of enthusiastic auditors at a dollar per head, to

hear his ridicule of the same God to whom Park

Street Church addressed its infamous petition.

Many of us who are not yet converted to the new

gospel, although compelled to relinquish much of

the old and doomed to see beliefs that were sacred

pass into the realm of fable, still cling to the

hope of immortality and the immanence of the

divine in the human soul. The prophets of

*An address delivered before the Liberal Union Club,

February 28, 1885.

fellowshipped no loftier souls or witnessed abraver

martyr spirit. After companionship with men

and women eager only for truth and counting no

suffering for principle a sacrifice, how uninspiring

did the conventional pulpit seem! With the chil-

dren of abolitionists, therefore, church attendance

and the Jewish Sabbath were naturally disre-

garded. Sunday was a favorite day for anti

slavery meetings, to the scandal of the church-

goers in the country towns. Nor were they

placated by the oft-repeated claim of the itinerant

speakers that, if Jesus were to appear in that

community as a stranger, he would avoid the

churches, and find himself at home only in the

plainhall where the downtrodden and oppressed

were remembered. I shall never forget Mr. Phil-

lips' pungent allusion at Abington to "this God-

forsaken town, with four Orthodox churches and

no anti-slavery society." Theology brought out its

texts to strengthen the slave's chain, to oppress

woman, to make the Sabbath a prison for the

poor. The time-serving nature of the popular

churches, thus revealed by the touchstone of

slavery, did not change with its abolition. The

ministers, after the accomplished fact, discovered

that, as "God had turned abolitionist," to use Dr.

Putnam's phrase, it was no disgrace for them to

throw up their caps, and appropriate the honor for

the Church. Antagonizing bitterly every impor-

tant reform in history, the Church claims each

when successful, and enrolls among its saints the

martyrs that it put to death. But slavery is gone.

Has the nature of the Church therefore changed?

Test it with the reforms of to-day. It is, with

noble exceptions, still prostrate across the path of

progress. How can we expect it to be otherwise ?

and the treasury is the problem of all denomina-

tions, and smartness in the pulpit which can draw

crowds and raise church debts commands a higher ❘ By its constitution, it must represent the sentiment

wane.

premium than piety. Excepting among the Cath-

olics, the mere veneration of the Church is on the

Indiscussing the value of church organiza-

tion, stress is more often laid on social and busi-

ness advantages than on the salvation of human

souls. I knew a thrifty tradesman in a neighbor-

ing town, whose first inquiry on settling there was,

"Which is the most popular society ?" and it re-

sulted in his hiring a prominent pew in the Unita-

rianchurch. It was to the benefit of his temporal

condition,whatever influence it exerted on his ever-

lasting welfare.

There are various reasons why thinking men,

earnestly desiring to leave the world better than

they found it, are not attracted by the Sunday
sermon. With their example of non-attendance,

the children are naturally absent from the Sunday-

schools, and religious instruction by the parents

isneglected.

Let us consider why the churches cease to at-

tract. Generalizations are tempting, but unsafe;

and what I have to say must bear the impress of

individual experience.

ery.

The anti-slavery movement started with ardent

members of the Church. It ended with its leaders

assailing the Church as the chief bulwark of slav-

It revolutionized the theological ideas of

abolitionists, who were insensibly forced to re-

examine their ground of belief in the light of

conscience and reason as opposed to tradition.

They belonged (to quote Conway) to "the frater-

nity of thosewho, amidaworld that weighs eter-

nal verities in their relation to gold and fashion,

steadily say, 'Unto their assembly, mine honor, be

not thou united !"" To their children, the clerical

garb and the formalism of public worship had few

attractions, educated as they were in the only

really religious movement of the day, vital with

faith and courage. If one had lived in the days

of the apostles, in the burning times of the Refor-

of the community. The pews direct, the preacher

obeys. If a minister wishes to see how long it

will take to preach himself out of his pulpit, let

him deal faithfully with the sins of his own people.

It is the denunciation of other people's sins that

they are tolerant of.

Why do I not go to church regularly? I ask

myself that question in thinking of my children

and my duty to them. I should go, in fact, I

could not stay away, if the ministers near me

dealt with matters of immediate concern to me.

I listen composedly to the exposition of Jesus'

beautiful character, of wickedness that was ram-

pant over eighteen hundred years ago, interpreta-

tions of Scripture that have no interest for me

with my disbelief of their authority, of glowing

periods praising the abstract virtues ; and I go

away hungering. I am anxious to know what the

preacher thinks of Boston in the year 1885, of the

greatsocial andnational questions of the time, of

the duties his hearers are neglecting, of the way

to make virtue easy and vice hard in this city of

the Puritans. Every day, life gives us new prob-

lems to solve, dangers to face, obligations to per-

form. What is the pulpit for, if not to help us

in our perplexity by honest speech ? When Mr.

Parkerpreachedhis "Lessons for the Day," Music

Hall was too small for the congregation. The

people thirst for the word. Given a preacher

vitalized with humanity, and empty pews are un-

known. "The common peopleheard him gladly"

was affirmed of the unconventional preacher of

Judea.

Ihesitate to force my children to go to Sunday-

school, because of the dogmas taught,evenamong

the Unitarians. Rather than bias their immature

minds, I would let them wait till old enough to

construct their own theology. We know so little

of the great mystery that surrounds us here, and

of the laws which guide our footsteps, that to
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serious minds the flippant assumptions of theology

seem profane. I never hear a prayer addressed to

the unknown Author of creation, which concludes

with "We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ,"

without feeling it to be incongruous. It is a won-

der that so many ministers, who disbelieve the

Christian myth, still use this irreverent formalism.

What would be thought of one who should pray

through Socrates ? As illustrative of theological

impressions on youthful minds, the story recently

told me by a friend is to the point. He was walk-

ing with his little boy at night, and talking of the

stars. On being told that God made them, the

little fellow asked with astonishment: "Is God

alive? I thought the Jews killed him." And

many a child of larger growth has put the humble

carpenter's son in the place of the supreme Power.

Now, my children lose something by my absten-

tion from church. The noble, uplifting hymns,

whether theological or not, that have been the

inspiration and the joy of generations, and stirred

the soul to sacrifice and labor, do not thrill them,

although martyrs and saints have been sustained

by their sentiment and melody. They lose also

familiarity with the Bible, which, interpreted

aright, is, after all, "the book of books" for the

inspiration and comfort of humanity. Nor am I

sure that their religious nature and their venera-

tion do not suffer. I cannot doubt that these

attributes were given us for an elevating purpose,

or that their exercise uplifts and strengthens us in

trials. We can echo the prayer of Tennyson :-

"Letknowledge grow from more to more,

But more of reverence in us dwell."

The non-church-going children of abolitionists

were reared in the atmosphere of faith in great

ideals. In these changed times, our children can-

not so easily catch the "vision splendid" that on

our "way attended." What can we give them in

place of what we take away? Supposing we say

to them, Because we cannot see God, and do not

believe he ever manifested himself in recorded

miracle, and cannot affirm to ourselves that he is

personal, therefore worship only humanity. Such

instruction may stimulate fellow-feeling and be-

nevolence, and persuade one to labor for the physi-

cal amelioration of his kind ; but it does not satisfy

the longings of what we have been used to call

the soul. The most perfect comfort of the body is

compatible with anguish of mind; and how often

we feel like

"An infant crying in the night,

An infant crying for the light,

And with no language but a cry,"

and only obtain relief when we rest on the invisi-

ble and mysterious influences that surround us, de-

fine them as we may !

The worship of humanity! I can understand

such terms as the dignity, the grandeur of humanity,

but its worship never. What is humanity but the

aggregate of human beings, of which I am one ;

and, as each knows his own weakness and depen-

dence, how is it possible to worship one's self

without degradation instead of exaltation ? For

the finite to attempt to measure and judge the

infinite, call it by what name you choose,Nature,

Fate, or God, and to assert itself as the supreme,

is pitiable. Can I point my children to the lives

of eminent unbelievers as examples ? Yes, unbe-

lievers of the current theology, unbelievers of the

false gods of religion and fashion that society sets

up, unbelievers even like Harriet Martineau and

John Stuart Mill, who yet, in spite of intellectual

disbelief, discerned with clearness the moral laws,

if theycould not discern the lawgiver, unbelievers

only in name. The current theology is always at

war with reform, but the reformers who move the

world are those who believe greatly. It is the

men andwomen of faith who illuminate history.

Weak in themselves, they become invincible, pano-

plied in the divine spirit. The familiar quotation

of "one with God is a majority" comprehends the

fact.

But unbelievers in the materialistic sense, those

who are impatient at the mention of another

world, and claim to know that death ends all, I

do not hold up to my children as helpers. The

mournful inculcation of the Rubaiyát is not stimu-

lating toman's highest faculties :-

"Waste not your hour, nor in the vain pursuit

OfThis and That endeavor and dispute;

Better be jocund with the fruitful grape

Than sadden after none, or bitter, fruit ."

Iapply the same reasoning to such minds as to

religious dogmatists. Be modest, my good man.

What you assert as final will still be the subject of

discussion and doubt, of hope and despondency

twenty centuries hence, as it was twenty centuries

ago. The same problem that perplexed Socrates

and Plato and Cicero before the Christian scheme

had made its million of converts will still burden

humanminds, and the Sphinx will still sit "at the

gate of life with the old question on her awful

lips." So I am not disheartened when the scien-

tist brings me a hopeless message from animals or

rocks. Wisdom has its limits ; and, while I quarrel

with no man's conclusions for himself, I rebel at

having them imposed on me, just as I resist the

tenets of Orthodox theology. The world is full of

doubting Thomases, and the privilege to be happy

on negations or to enjoy poor health is one I shall

not meddle with. Each one to his taste. I like

other company.

To deny the divine spirit because we cannot see

it satisfies some minds, but with equal reason

might we deny the existence of electricity, because

no one ever saw it or even knows what it is. I

went tohear Ingersoll recently, and did not regret

the absence of my children. Wit and palpable

hits and justifiable ridicule of foolish dogmas and

eloquent passages abounded; but flippancy and

ad captandum appeals and the turgid artificial,

rhetoric of the peroration made the whole per-

formance depressing. I contrasted the effects on

one's feelings, on coming out, with the inspiration

that men felt in leaving Emerson's Divinity School

address, or one of Mr. Parker's exceptional ser-

mons ; an anti-slavery speech of Mr. Phillips, or on

rising from reading Whittier's "Eternal Goodness,"

where the topics treated search the profoundest

depths of human nature and stimulate the highest

sentiments. One who has felt the touch of the

master cannot thrill when the pretender fingers

the keys. More than all else that troubles me in

the ethical education of my children is the animal-

ism that is encouraged by materialistic thought.

It would pain me little to have them embrace Cal-

vinism with conscience, compared with entertaining

liberal ideas and lax morals. The wine cup and

its associations and the degradation of the tobacco

habit Idread for them more than the fear of hell ;

and, if I can teach them to make character, and

not abstract belief, determine their friendships, I

shall not worry about their intellectual specu

lations.

It may be that age brings back the outgrown

beliefs of childhood, and that at last, tired of the

activity of promulgating advanced ideas,we seek

to find rest in the comfortable pew which we had

abandoned. I trust, however, that, while retro-

spect, softened by the mist of memory, wears a

glory we did not realize as we passed, our faces

will continue to front the sunrise and our steps to

climb.

No lives can be repeated, and conditions are as

evanescent as the clouds. We cannot reproduce

for our little ones the religious fervor of the great

struggle of the century. From some other source

must their torches catch their glow. Satisfied

with the spiritual education acquired under ex-

ceptional circumstances, are we not in danger of

taking it for granted that they may be saved

vicariously ? It is because our lives have carried

us beyond dependence on the Sunday service that

our children find themselves outside the influences

that affect their playmates who are in the Sunday-

schools. What can we give them better than the

churchmen teach ? I live in the hope that some

"rugged Luther of these latter days" may call their

higher nature to an awakening, and bind them to

the saving service of a great cause.

Whether the refluent wave of spirit that is to

cover the muddy flat of materialism shall show its

snowy crest to our expectant eyes, who can fore-

tell? I hold to the belief that it is on its way,

destined to float the stranded ships of faith upon

its swelling bosoms. "May such things be !"

For The Index.

GEORGE ELIOT'S LIFE.

BY R. E. WHITMAN, U.S. ARMY.

Mr. Cross has done a real service to his generation

in his reverential devotion to the memory of this

grandest of women. He has lifted with delicate

hand the curtain that shuts the studio of the artist

from the cosy rooms that constitute the home. We

all loved her art so truly it was no impertinent curi-

osity which made us long for a nearer view of the

woman, the arm-chair, the soft firelight, the home-

soil out of which could come such verdure, that could

grow and ripen such fruitage. In this act of graceful

kindness, he has kept himself only so much in view

as seems necessary to call attention to more promi-

nent and characteristic features in the picture. He

knew her tastes, and did not forget them.

Of biographers, she says, "Is it not odious that, as

soon as a man is dead, his desk is raked, and every

insignificant memorandum, which he never meant for

the public, is printed for the gossiping amusement of

people too idle to reread his books ?

'Hegave the people of his best.

His best he gave, his worst he kept. '

But there is a certain set, not a small one, who are

titillated by the worst, and indifferent to the best.

Ithink this fashion is a disgrace to us all. It is some-

thing like the uncovering of the dead Byron's club-

foot."

Mr. Cross' book will never be read by the idle lovers

of gossip. Whoever do read it will go back to her

books with a keener interest, and will, to a certain

extent, see them in a new light. The wonderfully

furnished head they knew; but the warm, true,

deeply religious heart-pulses under it, the motive

force, they now, for the first time, clearly appreciate .

Intellectually, the book is of great value, showing

as it does the completeness of her education, her

wonderful range of study, the complete genesis ofher

books, as well as the development of mind, character,

and opinion, even unto the end. The frail body

wavered, failed, and died: the woman grew broader,

deeper, and sweeter, until the moment of final separa-

tion of soul and body. Emerson says: "We have

never come to the true and best benefits of any genius

so long as we believe him an original force. In the

moment when he ceases to help us as a cause, he

begins to help us as an effect; then he appears as an

exponent of a vaster mind and will. The opaque self

becomes transparent with the light of a First Cause ."

George Eliot said of herself, "In all the best part of

her writing there was a 'not herself' that took posses-

sion of her; and thatshe felt her own personality to be

merely the instrument through which this spirit, as

it were, was acting." If this story of her life has any

force that will live, it is the clear shining of this great

eternal light through her for us. The Jew refused

to believe any good thing could come out of Naza-

reth. Sectarianism still questions the possibility of

good coming from a life unshackled by creed, and

doubts the existence of a simple religion, with charity

۲
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as broad as that taught by Christ or Gautama in the

absence of a well-defined theology. In livingher life,

George Eliot did not hesitate atthe unexpected conse-

quences ofher own development. She dared to be a

law unto herself, as in some things all real character

must be. Each human soul is a new creation, a

new combination, such as no generation gone before

couldhave produced. Human law, always imperfect,

"waxes old as a garment"; and we are asked to

reverence it because of its antiquity, not to love it

for its present fitness for our needs. Any law has

outlived its usefulness when it no longer yields to the

human necessities of the "now."

Mr. Cross' book is brought into strong relief by

the sombre background of Mr. Froude's Carlyle.

There are many striking points of similarity of these

great lights in the literature of this century: both

born of artisan fathers, both of second wives; the

fathers in both cases of strong frames, inflexible hon-

esty, and remarkable for a strong common sense;

the mothers, alike, devoted, industrious, and affec-

tionate. They were both marked from childhood

with the stamp of intellectual superiority: both om-

nivorous readers; both from early age strongly under

the domination of evangelical belief; both subject

to the pangs of dyspepsia, the brain busy in either

absorption or creation to the neglect of working the

mill to grind the corn of life; both thorough haters

of sham, lovers of real work; both with the ear-

nestness that comes from an early contact with the

actualities of common life; both ambitious to do

something for their kind; both seekers after truth

for its own sake,--Carlyle, in his impetuosity, "I seek

not Heaven, I fear not Hell. I crave the truth alone

whithersoever it may lead. Truth, though the heav-

ens crush me for following her. No falsehood, though

a celestial lubberland were the price of apostasy" ;

George Eliot in her quieter way, "My only desire is

to know the truth; my only fear, to cling to error";

both self-reliant in matters of intellectual conviction;

both brave enough to walk by the light with which

the Creator had endowed them, alike finding their

true Christian earnestness after they had renounced

the authority of dogma; both teachers, whom money

could not induce to write, unless in accordance with

their own convictions ofduty to themselves and their

race.

The grand difference in their development was

simple, though broad anddeep as the sea. The stern

Scot snorted his contempt at the idea of seeking

earthlyhappiness. The gentler English woman early

declared the seeking of happiness to be a duty, no

less than ahuman necessity. She found it, and thank-

fully accepted it. Carlyle sees the world and human-

ity in the cold electric glare of pure intellect. His

lights and shadows are intense. He deals only in

the superlative, and invents new words to intensify

his invective. He works like a very Vulcan forging

his thunderbolts for the demolition of the walls of

sham, and never knows that a soul by his side is

starving for want of human affection. George Eliot

looks out from the ruddy glow of domestic firelight.

The lights and shadows meet and mingle in its kindly

flickering: the lines are never well defined,-the light

might so easily be shadow and the dark place made

light by a slight change in the arrangement of things.

She says: "Happiness means all sorts of love and

good feelings, and that is the best result that can

ever come out of science." "My own experience

and development deepen every day my conviction

that our moral progress may be measured by the

degree in which we sympathize with individual suf-

fering and individual joy."

The capacity for love in the human heart is like

the inherent force in the horseshoe magnet: it craves

a keeper, something of the opposite or negative qual-

ity that it may hold to itself, gathering strength

by the apparent expenditure of force. Not finding

it, it grows weaker in the silent reaching out after

distant and various objects, until, finally, its useless

life seems to expire. The giving is more important

than the receiving. George Eliot gave in rich abun-

dance, a wife to him who could claim no wife; a

mother to his boys, devoting hours to correspondence

with them after her minutes had become golden; re-

deeming one man from the desert of despair, and

through that, hoping and striving to do her share

toward the redemption of the race.

In one of her early letters after her union with Mr.

Lewes, she says: "If I live five years longer, the posi-

tive result of my existence on the side of truth and

goodness will outweigh the small negative good that

would have consisted in my not doing anything to

shock others; and I can conceive of no consequences

that will make me repent the past. Do not misunder-

stand me, and suppose I think myself heroic or great

in any way. Far enough from that ! Faulty, mis-

erably faulty I am,-but, least of all, faulty where

others most blame." In 1857, after three years of her

"dual life," as she loves to call it, she says: "My life

has deepened unspeakably during the last year. I

feel a greater capacity for moral and intellectual en-

joyment, a more acute sense of my deficiencies in the

past, a more solemn desire to be faithful to coming

duties than I remember at any former period of my

life. And my happiness has deepened, too: the bles-

sedness of a perfect love and union grows daily."

There are many who will be able to see in the fol-

lowing a spiritual flight as far beyond creed as creed

is beyond fetichism . "As for the forms and cere-

monies, I feel no regret that any should turn to them

for comfort, if they can find comfort in them. But I

have faith in the working out of higher possibilities

than the Catholic or any other Church has presented.

Andthose who have the strength to wait and endure

are bound to accept no formula which their whole

souls, their intellect as well as their emotions, do not

embrace with entire reverence. The highest 'call-

ing and election' is to do without opium, and to live

through all our pain with conscious, clear-eyed en-

durance." Again: "My books have for their main

bearing aconclusion, without which I could not have

cared to write any representation of human life;

namely, that the fellowship between man and man,

which has been the principle of development social

and moral, is not dependent on conception of what

is not man! And the idea of God, so far as it has

been a high spiritual influence, is the ideal of a

goodness entirely human (i.e. , an exaltation of the

human)." "Will you not agree with me that there is

one comprehensive church whose fellowship consists

in the desire to purify and ennoble human life, and

where the best members of all narrower churches

may call themselves brother and sister in spite of

their differences ?" "I believe that a religion, too,

has to be modified,-'developed,' according to the

dominant phrase, and that a religion more perfect

than any yet prevalent must express less care for

personal consolation and a more deeply awing sense

of responsibility to man, springing from sympathy

with that which of all things is most certainly known

to us, the difficulty of human life."

Always true to the light withinher, she says : "If I

could be seduced by such offers, Imighthave written

three poor novels in one year, and made my fortune.

Happily , I have no need to exert myself to say,

'Avaunt thee, Satan !' Satan, in the form of bad

writing and good pay, is not seductive to me."

Again: "I shall go on writing from my inward

promptings, writing what I love and believe, what

I feel to be true and good, if I can only render it

worthily, ' as it was in the beginning, is now, and

ever shall be' with those who are to produce any art

that will lastingly touch the generations of men."

"I can write no word that is not prompted from

within." "My function is the rousing of the nobler

emotions, which make mankind desire the social

right.... It is one thing to feel keenly for one's fel-

low-beings; another to say, This step, and this alone,

will be the best to take for the removal of particular

calamities." "Oh that we were all of one mind, and

thatmind good,-pity and fairness, two little words ,

which carried out would embrace the utmost deli-

cacies of the moral life !"

An indefatigable student, seeking light from all

sources, exploring all fields of argument because she

believed

"NotGod himself can make man's best

Without best men to help him,"

again she prays,-

"Giveme no light, great Heaven, but such as turns

To energy of human fellowship;

No powers, save the growing heritage

That makes a completer manhood."

For the effect of this broad religion upon herself, it

has been freely stated and widely believed that it led

her to a condition of settled melancholy. In a letter

to an intimate friend four years before her death, she

says: "It is remarkable to me that I have entirely

lostmypersonal melancholy. I often, of course, have

melancholy thoughts about the destinies of my fellow-

creatures; but I am never in that mood of sadness

which used to be my frequent visitant, even in the

midst of external happiness. And this, notwith-

standing a very vivid sense that life is declining and

death close at hand."

Her interest never flagged to the very end in

"The dire strife of poorHumanity's afflictedwill,

Struggling in vain with ruthless destiny."

"We cannot be utterly blind to the results of duty,

since that cannot be duty which is not already judged

tobe forhuman good. To say the contrary is to say

thatmankind have reached no inductions as to what

is for their good or evil." "The art which leaves the

soul in despair is laming to the soul, and is denounced

by the healthy sentiment of an active community."

We can barely better sum up her attitude toward

existing religious systems than by the following ex-

tract: "All the great religions of the world, histor-

ically considered, are rightly the objects of deep rev.

erence and sympathy, they are the record of spir-

itual struggles which are types of our own. This

is to me pre-eminently true of Hebrewism and Chris-

tianity, on which my own youth was nourished.

And in this sense I have no antagonism toward any

religious belief, but a strong outflow of sympathy

Every community met to worship the highest Good

(which is understood to be expressed byGod) carries

me along in its main current; and, if there were not

reasons against my following such an inclination, I

should go to church or chapel constantly, for the sake

of the delightful emotions of fellowship which come

over me in religious assemblies." No one can doubt

the deeply religious feeling and motive underlying

all her acts and opinions. Asto her attitude in rela-

tion to the destinies of the race, she claims to have

invented the word " meliorist ," which seems to be

the only refuge for a candid, thoughtful, sympathetic

mind,-as , logically, pessimism ends in either brutal

indifferentism or insanity, optimism in aweak ignor-

ing of all but pleasant facts; an airy relinquishment

of all personal responsibility for suffering; a childish

hope that somehow things are better than theyseem,

or, at any rate, that they will come out all right,

while we comfort ourselves with our eau sucré.

The point in the life of this representative woman

round which circle universal interest and inquiryis

her union with Mr. Lewes. We may well be content

to let their bright, happy, nobly useful lives plead for

justification, if any is needed. The fact is that two

natures necessary to each other found the lawof the

land and the Church inexorably blocking the path

that led them toward happiness and peace with

"Whom God hath joined together, let not manput

asunder." This thunderbolt, which is hurledmerci-

lessly at the head of him who dares ask for divorce,

may in the future find its proper place in the cata-

logue of ghostly aphorisms. When the conveniences

of fashion, respectabilities of custom, religion, and

law stand in the way of the union of two natures

which seem to demand each other, each needing

what the other is better for giving, it would seem

there was a real putting asunder of what theGod of

nature had joined together by his fundamental laws,

while cutting the chain forged by inconsiderate haste,

ignorance, and the agency of a licensed marriage le-

galizer, which binds either oneor two human beings

to the corpse of dead hope and self-respect, is but the

"loosing the bonds of the captive, and letting the

oppressed go free."

Humanity never moves in masses toward a better

civilization, a purer ideal of religion, or more humane

laws. Argument grows on what it feeds. Neither

can humanity be driven toward higher ground by

the terrors of the law. An Indian chief once said to

me: "Why should I forsake my way of life, and live

like the white man ? You need not say because I

must, for I'd rather die here and now than to be

afraid; but show me how your life is better ?" The

cold axioms of social science are alike vanity. "If

you are ill, the first of all duties is to be well. " If

you are unhappy, seek happiness as a right. The

grandest mind is useless, when shrouded in gloom

and darkness.

No manufactured smile of patient endurance cau

force its way to responsive sympathy, only to pity.

Morally as well as physically, the great armyofmen

must be led, not driven, to its duty, to its legitimate

happiness. Endurance is only a virtue when there

is neither help nor cure. It is a question of some

importance in regard to law-making as to how far the

law-maker is influenced byan intelligent regard for
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the future well-being of society and how far by the

social effect upon himself of the published record of

hisvote, in cases where the law under consideration

has no present nor prospective interest to himself.

It is to be hoped the day will come when men will

hesitate at taking the responsibility of law-makers

upon themselves, instead of, as now, wearing their

election as feathers of personal distinction.

Human laws so far as regarded lands andproperty,

were speedily and very generally modified after the

overthrow of the feudal system. The baron and the

bishop were alike compelled to yield their broad

lands to the ownership of the many, but those laws

which had been framed for the conservation of morals

yielded the ground slowly. They are still under the

influence of conservative, dogmatic feudalism. We

call ourselves republicans, but the republicanism of

conscience is not yet come. The feudalism of the

Church is long-lived,because so many are willing to

be serfs, and glory in the iron ring of servitude.

When men will stand on their feet in God's great

republic, and take his message as it comes direct from

him to their consciences, when they have the courage

to love their neighbor as themselves, irrespective of

creed, "this brother whom they have seen," and

take that for sufficient evidence that they "love the

Fatherwhom theyhave not seen," then will feudal-

ism in religion pass away, her strongholds be con-

verted into hospitals for the poor and disheartened,

for whom Death is the only physician. Law will

then emerge from the fatal shadow which has so

long darkened it, and men will at last know that the

only possible advance for humanity is along the line

in the direction of its own instinctive tendencies.

Wemay deepen the channel through which the river

of human life is to flow, we can cut off many a reedy,

stagnant, miasmatic inlet, make clean the banks; but

we can never change the direction of its flow until

we can by some cunningly devised law compel the

iron filings to restrain themselves from rushing to

the embrace of the magnet. Then also we can call

the roof which shelters two discordant souls a home!

Both religion and law must be the servitors of hu-

manity, not the taskmasters .

A nobler, broader religion will come to the wait-

ing thousands who refuse to believe this world has

no higher significance than a "mourners' bench"

whereon to spend their allotted time, repenting for

the sins of Adam, the indulgence of the practical

selfishness of learning a formula by which to save

their own souls; who contend that this world is at

least a respectable ante-chamber to the audience hall

of thegreatKing, and that they shouldcomport them-

selves as gentlemen. To this great, ever-increasing

number of the waiting and hoping, the Great First

Cause, the "not me," seems to speak by the life no

less thanby the voice ofGeorge Eliot.

SOUTH NORWALK, CONN., March 10, 1885.

For The Index.

ETHICAL CULTURE.*

BY MRS . CLARA M. BISBEE.

This meeting is called with the single purpose of

arousing fresh interest in Ethical Culture, under the

auspices of free thought. That the attitude of this

society before the world (and before the city of Bos-

ton particularly) may be understood, let me for ex-

actness define, in writing, our platform. First of all,

we are Free Religious. We believe in the all-impor-

tant reality which may be conceived and named in as

many ways as there are individuals among us. God,

Nature, or the Unknown, is recognized by us in com-

mon, through a silence broken only by soft strains of

music. The words of no human being are competent

to express the communion of the finite with the in-

finite. But, because of our necessary regard for this

reality, we are led to the study of its every possible

manifestation. Nature's process, by which the higher

or more complex is constantly evolved from the

lower and simpler, forces upon us a knowledge (more

or less) of the conditions of happiness. All along,

we trace the strife (consciously or unconsciously) for

a better order of things, for the largest possible hap-

piness of the race, which indeed constitutes morality.

At last, we arrive at a period when consolidated ex-

perience amountsto moral intuition, when the human

intellect sees far enough to set aside the near for a

*Anniversary address before the Society for Ethical
Culture on the occasion of their removal to Parker Memo-

rial parlors , April 5, 1885.

more remote good, egoistic for egoistic and altruistic

pleasures, in short,to demand from the inductions

of thepast something like a formulated moral code.

So increasing knowledge becomes the requisite of

all people, that all may reach sooner the ideal or

happy state. Each human being may become ac-

tively a factor toward this end. But, looking over

the world (and at home most truly, too), we find

incompetency to realize the highest good already

seen. Hence, motives must be discussed; and the

one only intrinsic motive to good conduct-namely,

the desire for race-happiness-must replace all others .

The work here to be done for the world is perhaps

even greater than the inciting to knowledge. This

society, then, becomes a "Society for Ethical Cult-

ure." It takes this title, because, while recognizing

the reality on which morality is based, it finds the

mainwork of life to be moral training.

As to its methods. One peculiarity is"association

without formal organization." The nucleus of this

society began its work in Dorchester in 1881; and the

leader has, from the first, believed it possible for a

community to exist joined only through the bonds of

a pure friendship. If Utopian, yet this is the aim;

and, from a moral stand-point, it succeeds.

There are two ways of improving character: the

one by changing external environments to some-

thing better, as sampled by the distinguished Felix

Adler, of New York; the other, by quickening the

inner life of the individual, as illustrated by this

society. And friendship here between members of

whatever rank in intellect or worldly condition, age,

color, or sex, is such as only the sincere can know or

the reverent liberal appreciate. Our young are edu-

cated from three years, upwards, on the principle of

the kindergarten. Independent thought and noble

endeavor are the end. The little ones are versed in

what are termed the "flowers of the heart," these

having correspondence, through color, with garden

blossoms . The children, too, make record through

the week of character growth attained. Older pupils

choose from the wide world of thought their topics

for conversation, seeking in turn to solve the prob-

lems of life or to improve by study of some rare life.

Oneword as to the call for a society like our own

in the midst of the liberal churches of Boston. It

holds a unique place, because no other society that

we know is absolutely free ! The leader here is one

of the association, each member of which gladly

offers his best gift. The leader simply gives impetus

to a movement shared by all. The leader is in no

sense representative of the society's thought (except

as to freedom and ethical culture in general); and

the leader here, as in no other society in Boston, is

true to the society only so long as she is true to her

highest. If her view of the universe, of the origin

and destiny of man, should change to-morrow, being

true to herself, she would retain her place, as others

would hold theirs in like transition. This, I claim, is

practical free religion; and I prophesy that the church

of the future will be in small communities like ours

(say of fifty members), who, through the stimulus of

"personal friendship and reverent free thought,"

will draw themselves into accord with the highest.

As to support of a society like this, financially, I

would say that on principle each does his best; and

somemonthly payment of money (or its equivalent in

work) is considered the very alphabet of morals with

us. Yet payments are adjusted to ability. The

leader here needs support for herself and her chil-

dren. The only conflict ever with her is how to

make a limited vitality do the work at once of leader

and mother, while outside the society she earns her

livelihood. At present, her income here is twelve

dollars per month. Still, the hope forever allures

that fiftymemberships at ten dollars per year, or one

hundred at five dollars, will be secured, and so a

longer lease of life be granted.

That this society does not attempt extensive re-

forms in the environments of the poor, ignorant, and

wicked outside, is not because the seed of such re-

mains unsown: it is because the time for blossom

and fructification is not yet come. Make interiors

right, and exteriors will adjust themselves ! Who

shall describe that ever-widening circle whose centre

we may be for good ? Thus deeply impressed as I

am with the need of individual ethical culture, and

by means of reverent free thought, I invite our

friends to-day to give their kindest, strongest words

for our support, and in behalf of the world at large

who feel unconsciously for a work like ours.

CORRESPONDENCE.

CLERICAL PERVERSION OF SCRIPTURE.

Editors of The Index :

Isaid, in The Index of April 9, that candor is notto

be expected from an orthodox clergyman in regard

tomatters wherein church creed and church custom

have dictated what he shall say. Reading in the

New York Observer of the same date an editorial arti-

cle illustrating this fact, I think it well to call atten-

tionto it.

The reverend editor of the Observer quotes ap-

provingly the following resolution passed by the

General Conference of the [Orthodox] Congregational

Churches of Connecticut at its last annual meeting:-

"Resolved, That the obligation of the divine law

concerning the sacred observance of the Sabbath, as

well as the needs of humanity, demand of the rail-

road corporations of the country the curtailment of

all freight and passenger traffic on the Lord's Day,

save that which can be proved to be absolutely neces-

sary."

The reference above to "the divine law" means

the fourth commandment of the Hebrew decalogue.

This command specifies the seventh day of the week,

Saturday, as thedivinely appointedday for Sabbatical

rest, and specifies the six preceding days as the ones

divinely appointed for work. The Jews, to whom

this command was originally given, still observe this

Saturday Sabbath. The Presbyterian editor of the

Observerhas never once in his life observed it, neither

have the Orthodox Congregational ministers of

Connecticut; yet both these try to make their readers

believe that this same commandment allows work

on Saturday, and forbids it on Sunday ! They pre-

tend to hold this as law abiding, and to obey it,

while they systematically violate both parts of it, and

teach others to do so; and they falsely claim Script-

ure warrant for representing devout attendance on

their Sunday ceremonies as a duty, and work or rec-

reation on Sunday as a sin.

Whether these men, and the class to which they

belong, intend to speak falsely in this matter is a

debatable question. What is certain is that their

claims in regard to it contradict the book which they

pretend to quote as a perfect and sufficient rule of

life, andthat their union in support of those claims ,

coinciding as it does with their present pecuniary

advantage, is a noteworthy and suspicious circum-

stance.

EXCUSES FOR DYNAMITE.

Editors of The Index:-

C. K. W.

Ilike The Index too well to wish to see its columns

closed to the discussion of any honest opinion. There

will always be differences of opinion as to what

changes may be necessary to progress, and as to what

means may be adopted to advocate and bring about

such changes. There is a small party-mostly for-

eigners, it is to be hoped in the United States, which

thinks that the only way to emancipate Ireland is to

blow up English non-combatants with dynamite at

railway stations and other places of public resort.

On the last occasion on which these tactics were re-

sorted to in London, there was a unanimous shout of

indignation raised all over the Union. The leading

organs of all parties hastened to disavow sympathy

with the perpetrators, and demanded such a change

in the law as would bring them to punishment. The

only exception to this which Ihave seen, excepting of

course the Irish World, is, Iam sorry to say, to be found

in the pages of The Index. In the number for the 26th

of February, there is an article, if not exactly ap-

plauding these villanies, extenuating them,-making

allmanner of excuses for them, and drawing a paral-

lelbetweenthem andthedoings ofthe French in Ton-

quin and the English in Soudan. The writer speaks

about England's crimes in Ireland, and about the

murders committed in the name of the law, by which,

Isuppose, he means the hanging of the Phoenix Park

gentry. He says also, "If we can grieve over un-

timely deaths in London, let us not less sorrow for

the thousands hounded to the grave in unhappy Ire-

land." When were these thousands hounded to the

grave in Ireland? Is he going back three centuries,

in order to make out a case ? This is a good illustra-

tion of the utter ignorance on the part of newspaper

writers of Ireland and of Irish affairs. The fact is

that the Irishman of the present day does not labor

under a single disability or injustice. He is in a far
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better position than his fellow-subjects in England

and Scotland: he is not taxed to support a State

Church as they are, and he has advantages in the

matter of land tenure which they have not. True,

if we go back far enough, we shall find plenty of

oppression and injustice. The Irish never were able

to unite for the purpose of resisting the English in-

vader. Ireland forms a marked contrast to Scot-

land in this respect, a smaller country with fewer

people, and not separated by an arm of the sea.

The English conquerors parcelled out the lands of

Ireland among themselves, just as the Norman con-

querors did with the lands of the English Saxons.

Lands were originally acquired in something of the

sameway in all countries which have a history, but

nobody except the Irish dream of confiscation for

this cause.

I think that the man who can see no difference be-

tween the blowing up of railway stations by Irish

dynamiters and the English war in the Soudan is to

be pitied. The English, rightly or wrongly, consider

themselves a sort of police to preserve order among

semi-barbarous tribes. They at the present moment

maintain order over a large part of the earth's sur-

face. Much can be said on both sides as to their

presence just now in Egypt and Soudan, but they

make war only on armed men: they do not attack

Arab women and children; they do not lay trains

under the market places, and blow them up when

they are full of people; they do not- But further

illustration is useless. One might as well tryto con-

vince O'Donovan Rossa or Patrick Ford as try to

make any impression on The Index contributor .

OTTAWA, CAN., March 30, 1885 .

J. G. WHYTE .

HORATIO P. GATCHELL.

Editors of The Index:-

This very learned physician died atAsheville, N.C.,

on the 25th of March last, at the ripe age of seventy-

one years. He was born at Hallowell, Me., and edu-

cated in Bowdoin College when Longfellow was

professor of modern languages. Most of his life

was spent in the West and South, and he had been

in the vicinity of Asheville several years for his

health. In the West, he was honored by all schools

of medicine, and held professorships in medical col-

leges in Cincinnati, Cleveland, and Chicago for more

than twenty years. Probably but few persons in his

native New England were aware of his vast profes-

sional and other attainments, and of his rare qualities

of personal character. The following just tribute is

copied from the Daily Advance of Asheville :-

Dr. Gatchell was an example of certain virtues which

have always been rare with professional men. He subor-

dinated every material and financial consideration to the

science of his profession . It could not be told of him, as

some one once remarked to Dr. Akenside,"Doctor, from

all you have said, my opinion of the profession is this : our

ancients endeavored to make it a science, and failed; our

moderns, to make it a trade, and succeeded." It was

utterly beyond the character of Dr. Gatchell to seek

praise, intrigue for business, or practise any kind of deceit

with the public or his patients. He treated sick persons

with simple honesty, looking upon them as subjects for

his medical skill and experience. The writer of this arti-

cle hashad the good fortune to meet, familiarly, many of

the most distinguished men of the medical profession,but

hardly one who possessed in a greater degree exact knowl-

edge of the vast range of the science of medicine. His

name ought to have stood by the side of the brightest

lights in America's brilliant galaxy of talented men. His

mistake was, as the world goes, not to have sought poрц-

larity and money. But the attainments of this remark-

able man extended far beyond the ordinary range of

medical science. Probably no specialist in the country

was so fully and accurately informed upon the relations

of meteorology with health as he. It will always be the

sorrow of the scientific world that an exhaustive book

upon this question was recently destroyed with the burn-

ing of Dr. Gatchell's house. There was hardly a branch of

modern science or department of literature with which he

was not familiar; and, in all his public discussions in mag-

azines andprofessional journals as well as in the charm of

private talk, he displayed the finest critical judgment.

Prof. Gatchell was of a deeply refined and highly

intellectual nature. His mind was as broad as civili-

zation, and his thought as invigorating as the air of

the mountains. With the firmest moral principles,

he united that variety of mental powers which we

call genius. We now speak of him as dead, but the

fruits of these powers keep him still among the living.

The generous noble fire has gone out, but its impres-

sion onmankind is an immortality.

He was attracted, not by State or Church or wealth,

butby truth and justice and humanity; and for these

alone he devoted himself to science. He was the

friend of the young, the help of those in trouble, and

to the old a fountain of cheerfulness in life . His

memory will be always bright with those who have

felt the thrill of his surpassing eloquence or the

enchanting delight of his personal acquaintance.

BOOK NOTICES .

G. W. P.

VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. Translated fromthe French.

A New Edition. Complete in one volume. New

York: Published by Peter Eckler, 35 Fulton Street.

1885. pp. 448. Price in cloth, bevelled boards,

$2.00; in half calf or half morocco, $4.00.

Mr. Eckler seems to be editor as well as publisher

of this excellent collection of some of Voltaire's most

charming stories; for he gives in the preface a short

sketch of the life of the famous wit, author, and poli-

tician,has embellished it with sixty-seven fine illus-

trations, and has added copious notes to enable the

reader of to-day to understand more thoroughly the

purport of these romances. He has been discriminat-

ing in his selection, declaring in his preface that "the

romances and tales in this publication have been se-

lected for their graceful and sprightly wit, as well as

genial humor and keen satire; and, further, because

they are free from even a suspicion of impropriety.

They each teach a lesson of wisdom and morality;

they teach courage, fortitude, and resignation ; and,

what is perhaps of even greater importance, they also

tend to free the mind from the baneful errors of priest-

craft and superstition." He further remarks : "Their

quaintness, piquancy, and simplicity are altogether

delightful, giving to them the aroma of attar and

the flavor of fine old wine. They have, besides, great

power and purpose, their trenchant wit cutting like

aDamascus blade deep into the foibles of society."

The collection consists of seven long stories and ten

shorter sketches. The titles of the lengthier ones

are "The White Bull," "Zadig, or Fate," "The Sage

and the Atheist," "The Princess of Babylon," "The

Man of Forty Crowns," "The Huron, or Pupil of

Nature," and "Micromegas." Among the illustra-

tions are three portraits of Voltaire: one, the frontis-

piece, is from a bust by Houdon, representing him as

he appeared in his eighty-third year; a full-length

portrait shows him in his seventieth year; and the

third, copied from a French edition of his works

published in 1746, was taken in his early manhood.

The full-length likeness gives a much kindlier ex-

pression to his face, while preserving all its marked

characteristics, than any other picture of him we

have ever seen.
U.

TRANSACTIONS OF THE SCIENTIFIC ASSOCIATION, MERI-

DEN, CONN. , 1884, Vol. I. Published by the Meri-

den Scientific Association. pp. 40.

This pamphlet is mainly a catalogue of the phæ-

nogamous and vascular cryptogamous plants found

growing in Meriden, Conn., compiled and left incom-

plete by the late Emily J. Leonard, director of the

botanical department of the Association, and now

"published as a tribute to her worth, and also as a

recognition of her services as a botanist." The cata-

logue contains seven hundred and forty-nine distinct

species of plants, and represents "at least five years

of the constant labor of one woman, almost wholly

unaided. " Her discoveries were recognized by emi-

nent botanists. Soon after her death, the Meriden

Scientific Association, in a resolution, said, "Our

fields and mountains will miss her familiar footsteps ,

our wild flowers will weep, and Flora herself mourn

for her loved disciple." Miss Leonard died at Meri-

den, July 16, 1884, in her forty-seventh year. Last

year, she spoke in this city for the Massachusetts

Woman's Suffrage Association and for the Moral

Educational Association. The last evening she was

in Boston, she attended the Festival of the Free

Religious Association. Of this remarkable woman,

the little work published as a tribute to her memory

says :-

She passed the Harvard examination for women, and

was offered a professorship at Vassar College. Miss Leon-

ard was well read inGreek and Latin, also spoke French

and German, andhad a sufficient knowledge of Italian and

Spanish to read in those languages. She assisted Prof.

Bocher, of Harvard University, in the preparation of his

French grammar, and translated from the French a His-

tory of Political Economy in Europe, by Jerome Adolphe

Blanqui. Miss Leonard also assisted Mr. John J. Lalore

in the preparation ofhis Cyclopædia of Political Economy.

Miss Leonard was greatly interested in the subject of

political economy, and accumulated a valuable library

on the subject. An essay on "Money," read by her at a

convention in Cleveland, Ohio, attracted a great deal of

attention at the time, as did also a paper on "Political

Economy," read at Portland, Me., before the Woman's

Congress, in 1882. In 1880, when the Scientific Association

was formed, Miss Leonard was one of the earliest and

most active members. One of her first papers read be-

fore the Association was on the "Definition of Botanical

Terms." In February, 1880, she read a paper on "Pollen,

and the Means by which it is distributed." In 1882, at the

Darwin meeting of the Association, she read a paper on

"Darwin's Observations and Experiments." Dec. 11, 1882,

she read a paper on "Stomata and their Functions." June

11, 1883, she read a paper on "Dimorphous and Trimor

phous Heterostyled Plants." She read at other meetings

of the Association papers on the "Nutrition of Plants,"

"Fertilization of Plants," and in June, 1884, a paper on

"Myths and Myth-makers."

υ.

HOW SHOULD I PRONOUNCE ? Or the Art of Correct

Pronunciation. A Manual for Schools, Colleges,

and Private Use. By Wm. Henry P. Phyſe. New

York and London: G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1885.

Price $1.25 .

The author, in his preface, says, "There is no book

upon this subject, whether popular or profound, that

considers the question of pronunciation in its most

general sense; no work sufficiently simple and brief,

on the one hand, to meet the wants of ordinary

people, and yet sufficiently complete and accurate, on

the other, to satisfy those of more scholarly attain-

ments." This want he hopes to supply in this work.

To "ordinary people," the formidable list of books

bearing upon the subject of English pronunciation,

which is given in the appendix, will of itself give

new ideas of the possibilities of study in the direction

of the seemingly simple matter of pronunciation;

while the titles of the different chapters of the book

give somehint as to the scope taken, as , for instance,

"The Physical Nature of Sound," "The Nature and

Use of the Vocal Organs," "Articulate Sounds in

General," "Alphabetics, or Symbols in General,"

"The Sounds of the English Language." There are

twelve chapters,and each chapter has a long list of

subheadings . Only one, however, is devoted to giv-

ing the correct pronunciations of a list of over a

thousand words often mispronounced.
U.

TOKOLOGY. A Book for Every Woman. ByAliceB.

Stockham, M.D. Chicago: Sanitary Publishing Co.

Mrs. Stockham was one of the earliest women phy-

sicians in this country, and has been in constant

practice for nearly thirty years. Her book, which

deals mainly with the ailments incident to maternity,

their cause and cure, is written in a clear, vigorous,

and interesting style. Her remedies are based on

sensible hygienic principles,which she carefully ex-

plains in direct, easily understood language. Several

of the chapters are devoted to advice as to the care of

infants, how to avoid and remedy the diseases to

which childhood is prone, and the properdietetics for

both mothers and children. The book contains nearly

three hundred pages, is printed in good, clear type ,

and is handsomely bound.

WIT AND WISDOM OF E. BULWER-LYTTON. Compiled

by C. L. Bonney. New York: John B. Alden. 11

This compilation is a little unique, in that it pro-

ceeds in a somewhat more methodical fashion than

that in which such compilations are usually made.

The extracts are taken from twenty-eight of Bulwer's

best known works; and the choice bits from each

form a section by themselves, preceded by the title

of the work they are taken from and a synopsis of

the chief characters. So that, in addition to getting

what the compiler evidently considers the cream of

each story, the reader, unacquainted with Bulwer at

first hand, gets also an inkling of the plan and pur-

pose of the book from which they are excerpted. The

quotations are numerous, not lengthy, and in good

taste.

"ALDEN'S LIBRARY MAGAZINE" for May is a very

solid number, enriched with the best thought of the

day by leading writers. It gives nearly forty articles ,

ofwhichwe have only space to call attention to St.

George Mivart's "Organic Nature's Riddle"; "Egypt

and the Soudan," by Sir W. H. Gregory; "Contem-

porary Socialism," by J. Thorold Rogers; "The Or-

ganization of Democracy," by Goldwin Smith; "Co-

operation in England," by Thomas Hughes; and

"Interviewed by an Emperor," byArchibald Forbes.
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POPULAR BOOKS

Sent by Mail Postpaid at

PUBLISHERS ' PRICES .

-

ANY BOOK in the subjoined List, or any

other OBTAINABLE BOOK, that may be de-

sired, will be forwarded as promptly as possible,

onreceipt of orders accompanied with the cash .

SPECIAL RATES will be made withpersons

or libraries desiring any large number of books.

Orders are respectfully solicitedfrom all friends

of THE INDEX.

ARNOLD (EDWIN). The Light of Asia;

or, The Great Renunciation: Being

the Life and Teachings of Gautama.

Prince of India and Founder of

Buddhism

ARNOLD (MATTHEW). Essays in Criti-

cism..

1.00

1.00 HUXLEY (T. H.). Man's Place inNature, 1.25

On the Origin of Species.......

LaySermons, Addresses, and Reviews... 1.75
More Criticism onDarwin andAdminis-

1.75

3.00

American Addresses

DEFOE (DANIEL). Robinson Crusoe ....

DICKENS (CHARLES). CompleteWorks.
14vols.... 10.50

DRAPER (DR. J. W.). History ofthe Con-

flictbetweenReligion and Science.....

The Intellectual Development of Eu-

trativeNihilism ....

Critiques andAddresses

rope. 2vols ..

ScientificMemoirs
Science and Culture .

3.00

INGERSOLL'S (R. G.) Lectures Complete

inonevolume,1.306 pages...

1.50 JAMES (HENRY, JR.). The Portrait of a
Lady1.50

EMERSON (R. W.). Essays. First Series, 1.50
Essays. Necond Series.... 150

Miscellantes ..

RepresentativeMen.

English Traits

Conductof Life...

Poems

May Day, and Other Pieces .

Society and Solitude....

Letters and SocialAims.

ENNIS (JACOB). The Origin of the Stars,
and the Causes of their Motions and

theirLight

1.50 JESUS: HIS OPINIONS AND CHARAC-

1.50 TER. The New Testament Studies of

1.50 aLayman....

1.50 JEVONS (W. S.). Money and the Mechan-

ism of Exchange....
1.50

1.50

.50

1.50

1.25

1.50

5.00

2.00

1.50

1.75

PRATT (WM.. M.D.). A Physician's Ser-

mon toYoung Men....

PROCTOR (R. A.). Other Worlds than

Ours: The Plurality of Worlds studied

under the Light of Recent Scientific

Researches . Ilus....

Light Science for Leisure Hours. A Se-

ries of Familiar Essays on Scientific

Subjects ...

.25

2.50

1.7

The Moon: Her Motions , Aspect, Scen-

ery, and Physical Conditions. Illus .. 350

The Expanse of Heaven. A Series of

Essayson the Wonders of the Firma-
ment 2.00

OurPlace among Infinities . A Series of

Essays contrasting our Little Abode

inSpaceandTimewith the Infinities

around us .

JOHNSON (OLIVER). Wm. Lloyd Garri-

son andhis Times. With Portrait and

Introduction by J. G. Whittier

To which are added

Essays on the Jewish Sabbath and

Astrology.... 175

2.00 QUATREFAGES (A. de). The Natural
2.00

History of Man.. 100

TheHuman Species 2.00

India..

China

5.00

5.00

RAPHALL (MORRIS J.). History of the

Jews from 420 B. C. E. to the year 70

C. E. 2 vols ..... 4.00

LANGE (F. A.). History of Materialism.

3vols..

RIBOT (T. H.). Heredity: A Psychologi-

cal Study on its Phenomena, its Laws,

its Causes, and its Consequences ......

English Psychology..

2.00

1.50

150

4.00

FISKE (JOHN). Myths andMythmakers, 2.00
Outlines of Cosmic Philosophy

The Unseen World, andOther Essays ...

FREEDOM AND FELLOWSHIP IN RE-

LIGION. AVolume of Ten Essays,by

D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow,

Samuel Johnson, John Weiss, O. В.

Frothingham, W. J. Potter, F. E.

Abbot, J. W. Chadwick, T. W. Higgin-

son, and Mrs. E. D. Cheney, and ad-

dresses by Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

RobertDale Owen,and others....

History of

GEORGE (HENRY). Progress and Pov-

erty

GIBBON (EDW.). The History of the

Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-

pire. 6vols...

GRANVILLE (J. M.). Sleep and Sleep-

lessness..

6.00

2.00

1.50

.25

1.00

1.00

2.00

300

1.00

12.00

.50

50

ADAMS (R. C. ). Evolution. ASummary

ofEvidence. $0.25

Travels in Faith from Tradition to

Reason...
1.25 FROTHINGHAM (0. В.) .

of Um
ADLER(FELIX) . Creed andDeed 1.00

AGASSIZ (LOUIS). Methods of Studyin

Transcendentalism in New England.

With Portrait of theAuthor. 2.50

Plyle N NaturalHistory. Ilus ..... 1.50
The Religion of Humanity 1.50

Song
Geological Sketches . First Series . 1.50

The Cradle of the Christ. A Study of

Geological Sketches. Second Series ..... 1.50
Primitive Christianity 1.75

AJourneyin Brazil. Illus.... 5.00
Child's Book of Religion. For Sunday-

schools andHomes 1.00

ALGER(W. R.). A Critical History of the Stories from the Lips of the Teacher.... 1.00
Doctrine of a Future Life.... 3.50

Stories of the Patriarchs
1.00

ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERTAIN-

MENTS

Beliefs of the Unbelievers .

1.50 Spiritof the New Faith ....

The Safest Creed

Knowledge and Faith 1.00

Lifeof Gerrit Smith
2.00

Creedand Conduct
1.00

1.00
TheRising and the Setting Faith

Visions of the Future ..

1.00

1.00

Life of Theodore Parker.
2.00

2.00 George Ripley. 1.25

Godandthe Bible 1.50

Literature andDogma 1.50 FULLER (MARGARET). Women in the
1 Nineteenth Century.. 150

BAIN (ALEXANDER). Mental Science:

ACompendium ofPsychology andHis-

tory of Philosophy

Life withoutand Life within.

AtHomeandAbroad .
150
1.50

1.50

The Emotions and the Will.. 500

Moral Science: ACompendium ofEthics

Mind and Body: The Theories of their

1.50

GALTON (FRANCIS). HereditaryGenius
English Men of Science..

Inquiries into Human Faculty and its
1.00

Relations 1.50 Development .

The Senses and the Intellect
5.00

BASTIAN (H. C.). The Beginnings of

Life. 2 vols ....
5.00

Na

The Beginnings of Life; or, The Modes

ofOrigin of LowerOrganisms. 2vols .

Evolution and the Origin of Life

BEARD (GEO. M.). American Nervous-

5.00

2.00

ness 1.50

Eating and Drinking .75

Stimulants and Narcotics .

Our Home Physician: A Popular Guide

to theArt of Preserving Health and

Treating Disease.. 6.00

BISHOP (W. H.). The House of a Mer-

chantPrince. ANovel of New York ..

BRYANT (WILLIAM CULLEN). Poeti-

cal Works. Illustrated

1.50

2.50

LT

BUCKLE'S (H. T.) History of Civilization

inEngland..

Essays, with a Biography of the author..

BUECHNER'S Force and Matter

BURNS (ROBERT). Complete Works .... 1.00

CARLETON (WILL).

4.00

3.25

Farm Festivals.

Illus...

Farm Legends. Illus ...

Farm Ballads. Illus.... 2.00

CARLYLE'S Frederick the Great. Por-

traits and Maps. 6 vols.

French Revolution. 2 vols .

Oliver Cromwell. 2 vols .... 2.50

Critical andMiscellaneous Essays . With

Portrait. 2 vols ..... 3.50

The Correspondence of Thomas Carlyle

and Ralph Waldo Emerson. With
Portraits . 2vols.. 4.00

CHADWICK (J. W.) . The Bible of To-day, 1.50
The Faith of Reason

1.00

The Man Jesus . 1.00

CHANEY (G. L.). F. Grant& Co.; or, Part-

nerships . A Story for the Boys who

mean Business .. 1.25

Tom. A Home Story ... 1.25

CHILD (LYDIA MARIA). Aspirations of

the World: A Chain of Opals..

Looking toward Sunset...

1.25

ةيلا

نا

Letters. With a Biographical Introduc-

tion by John G. Whittier, and an

Appendixby Wendell Phillips . With

1.00

2.00

The Secret of GoodMemory

The Secret of aClear Head..

Common Mind Troubles ..

How tomake the Best of Life.

GRAY (ASA) . Darwiniana : Essays and

Reviews pertaining to Darwinism

JOHNSON (SAMUEL). Ortental Relig-

ions, and their Relation to Universal

Religion:

LECKY (W. E. H.). History of the Rise

and Influence of the Spirit of Ration-

alismin Europe. 2 vols.....

History ofEuropeanMorals fromAugus-

tus to Charlemagne. 2 vols.....

LEWES (G. H.) . Biographical History of

Philosophy. 2 vols .....

Physiology of Common Life. 2 vols.....

The Story of Goethe's Life ..

Problems of Life and Mind.

ries. 2 vols...

The Physical Basis of Mind.

Series...

10.50

Diseases of Memory.

ROGERS (J. E.T) Six Centuries ofWork

and Wages. The History of English3.00
Labor 3.00

ROMANES (G. J.). Animal Intelligence.. 1.75
The Scientific Evidences of OrganicEvo-

lution

SAVAGE (M. J.). Beliefin God.

4.00

3.00

1.50

First Se-

6.00 Morals of Evolution

Second

300

2.00

The Study of Psychology, its Object,

Scope, and Method...

LONGFELLOW'S PoeticalWorks. 2vols. 7.00

LUBBOCK (SIR JOHN). Origin of Civili-

zation, and the Primitive Condition of

Man 5.00

Pre-historic Times, as illustrated by An-

cient Remains, and the Mannersand

Customs of Modern Savages. Illus .. 5.00

LYELL'S Principles of Geology; or, The

Modern Changes of the Earth and its

Inhabitants. Illus .. 8.00

MACAULAY'S History ofEngland. 5vols.10.00

MALLOCK (W. H.) . Is Life Worth Living? 1.25

Social Equality...

Property andProgress

MARRYAT'S Popular Novels and Tales.

12 vols

MAUDSLEY (HENRY). Body and Mind:

An Inquiry into their Connection and

Mutual Influence, specially in refer-

ence toMental Disorders

Beliefs aboutMan

Talks about Jesus

Beliefs aboutthe Bible .

The Modern Sphinx, and Some of her
Riddles

Bluffton. A Story of To-day

SCHMIDT (PROF. OSCAR). The Theory

.50

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

ofDescent and Darwinism. Illus...... 1.50

SCHROEDER(DR. KARL). A Manualof

Midwifery, including the Pathology of

Pregnancy and the Puerperal State.

Translated fromthe German. Illus ... 350

SCIENCE PRIMERS. Edited by Profs .

Huxley, Roscoe, Stewart, and others.

Introductory. By Prof. Huxley. .50

Chemistry .50

Physics . .50

1.00 Physical Geography .50

1.00 Geology. .50

Physiology .50

15.00
Astronomy. .50

Botany .50

Logic... .50

Inventional Geometry .50

Piano-forte Playing .50

Political Economy.. .50

2.00 Natural Resources of the United States . .50

SCOTT'S Complete Poetical Works, Illus. 8.00

15.00

SHELLEY'S (PERCY B.) Poems. With

Memoirand Portrait. 2 vols .....

1.50

Physiology of Mind.....

BodyandWill: Being an Essay concern-

ingWill in its Metaphysical, Physio-

logical, and PathologicalAspects .... 2.50 SHAKSPERE'S Works. 12 vols.

MEAD (EDWIN D.). Philosophy of Car-

lyle...50

.50 MEYER (PROF. GEO . H. VON). The

.50 Organs of Speech and their Applica-

tion in the Formation of Articuate

Sounds.
2.00

GUIZOT'S History of Civilization. 2 vols. 4.00 MILL (JOHN STUART The Positive

HAECKEL (ERNST) . The History of

Creation; or, The Development of the

Earth and its Inhabitants by the Ac-

tion of Natural Causes. Illus . 2 vols . 500

The Evolution of Man. 2 vols........... 5.00
Freedomin Science and Teaching .

HALLOWELL (R. P.) . The Quaker Inva-

sion of Massachusetts...

1.00

1.25

HAMILTON'S (SIR WM.) Philosophy..... 2.00

2.00 HAMMOND (DR. W. A.). A Treatise on

Diseases of the Nervous System .......

HARDY (ARTHUR S.). But yetaWoman

7.50 HARRIS (J. C.). UncleRemus: His Songs

and Sayings. The Folk Lore of the

OldPlantation. Illus ...

2.50

5.00

1.25

1.50

HARTMANN (EDUARD VON) . Philos-

ophy of the Unconscious . Speculative

Results according to the Inductive

Methodof Physical Science. 3 vols ... 9.00

HAWLEY (F. B.). Capital and Popula-

tion:AStudy of the Economic Effects

of their Relations to each other........ 1.50

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL) . The

Scarlet Letter....

The House of the Seven Gables .

HAZARD (ROWLAND G.). Man a Cre-

ative First Cause

Freedom of the Will

2.50 HELMHOLTZ (H.) . Popular Lectures on

Scientific Subjects . With an Introduc

tion by Prof. Tyndall.

Second Series

1.25

Portrait..
1.50

F

CLARK (EDW. H., M.D.). Sex in Educa-

tion

ث

The Building of a Brain

CLODD (E. ) . The Childhoods of Religions .

A simple account of the Birth and

Growth of Myths and Legends ......

COBBE (FRANCESPOWER). The Duties

1.25

1.25

1

1

of Women........ Paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 1.00

CONWAY (M.D.). The SacredAnthology, 2.00

TheEarthward Pilgrimage.......

Idols and Ideals .

1.75

1.50

Demonology and Devil Lore. 2 vols ..... 7.00
Emerson at Home andAbroad..

COOKE (J. P.). Scientific Culture , and

1.50

1.00

HERSCHEL (SIR J. J. W.). Outlines of

Astronomy. Illus ...

HIGGINSON (T. W.). Army Life in a

BlackRegiment.

Young Folks' History of the United
States

MargaretFuller Ossoli

HINTON (JAMES). Man and his Dwell-

ing Place ....

TheMystery ofPain

Physiology for Practical Use .....

HOLLAND (F. M.) . Reign of the Stoics..

Stories from Robert Browning

Sordello: A Story from Robert Brown-

ing....

1.25

Philosophy of Auguste Comte .....

Political Economy

The Subjection of Women; Essay on

Liberty, both in onevol .

Representative Government...

Three Essays on Religion....

MILLS (C. D. B.) . Gems of the Orient.

Buddha and Buddhism ..

MUELLER (F. MAX) . Lectures on the

Science of Language

Chips from a German Workshop. Vol. I.

Essays on the Science of Religion.

Vol. II. Essays on Mythology, Tradi-

tions, and Customs. Vol. III. Essays

on Literature, Biographies , and An-

tiquities. Vol. IV. Comparative Phi-

lology, Mythology, etc. Vol. V. On

Freedom, etc. Price, per vol. , $2.00;
theset..

Lectures on the Science of Religion:

with Papers on Buddhism, and a

Translation of the Dhammapada, or

Path of Virtue

Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion, as illustrated by the Rellg-

ions of India

1.25 OORT(DR. H.) and HOOKYAAS (DR. I.) .

The Bible for Learners: A Popular

Exposition of the "Dutch School" of

Modern Inquiry in the Historical

Study of the Bible. Vol . I. Patriarchs;

Moses; Judges ....

.75

2.00

2.00

Vol. II . Kings and Prophets

Vol. III . New Testament....

1.50 OSWALD (FELIX L. , M.D. ). Physical

Education; or, The Health Laws of

Nature.....4.00

1.50

1.50

1.25

1.75

1.00

2.25

1.25

1.50

1.00

1.75

SIMPSON (SIR JAS. Y.). The Diseases

of Women .

SMITH'S Ancient History, from the Earll-

estRecords to the Fall of the Western

Empire. Illus . 3 vols.....

3.50

3.00

6.00

1.50 SPENCER (HERBERT). First Principles 2.00
2.50

2.50

Principles of Biology. 2 vols

Principles of Psychology. 2 vols ...... 4.00
Principles of Sociology. 2 vols.....

4.00

4.00

1.50
Discussions in Science, Philosophy, etc.. 2.00

250
Universal Progress .. 2.00

1.50 Essavs,Moral, Political, Esthetic... 2.00

1.25 Social Statics... 2.00

Data of Ethics 1.25

2.00
Study of Sociology. 1.50

Education
1.25

STALLO (J. B ). The Concepts and Theo-

ries ofModernPhysics. 1.75

10.00

STEWART (S. J.). The Gospel of Law... 1.25

The Bible: Whatitis and howit Grew.. .25

STICKNEY (ALBERT). ATrue Republic 1.00

STODDARD (JOHN L.), author of"Stod-

dard Lectures," etc. Red-Letter Days

Abroad. A magnificent volume of

Travels, with one hundred beautiful

illustrations

2.00 STOWE (HARRIET BEECHER) . Old-

2.50

2.00

2.00

2.00

5.00

town Folks . ANew England Novel... 1.50

The Minister's Wooing. A New Eng

landStory

STRAUSS (D. F.). The Old Faith and the

New......

SUMNER (W. G.). What Social Classes

owe to each other .

TRUESDALE (JOHN W.). The Bottom

Facts concerning the Science of Spirit-

ualism: Derived from Careful Investi-

gations covering a Period of Twenty-
five Years...

1.00 TYNDALL (JOHN). Heat as a Mode of

The Secret of the East; or, The Origin

ofthe Christian Religion and the Sig-

nificance of its Rise and Decline..... 1.00

PAINE (THOMAS). Ageof Reason.......

Complete Works ...

PARKER (THEODORE). Lessons from

the World of Matter and the World of

Mind

.50

7.00

1.50

1.00Prayersby Theodore Parker

PARLOA'S (MARIA) First Principles of

Household Management and Cookery.

AText Book for Schools and Families. .75

Paper, 35 cts.; cloth, 50 PARSONS (THEOPHILUS). Outlines of

HOLMES (OLIVER WENDELL). The theReligion and Philosophy of Eman-

uel SwedenborgAutocrat of the Breakfast Table...... 2.00

TheProfessor at the Breakfast Table.... 2.00 PARTON ( JAMES). Life of Franklin.

Motion

Fragments of Science..

Light and Electricity.

Lessons in Electricity ..

Hours ofExercise in theAlps.

BelfastAddress .

UNDERWOOD (B. F.). Essays and Lect-

ures

UNDERWOOD (S. A.). Heroines of Free

Thought

VOGEL (A.). APractical Treatise on the

1.50

2.00

.60

1.50

2.50

2.50

1.25

1.00

2.00

.50

1.00

1.75

Diseases of Children. Illus . 4.50

VOLTAIRE'S Philosophical Dictionary... 5.00

Other Essays ..

1.25The New Chemistry.

WALKER(PROF. F. A.) . Wages

Money.

3.50

4.00
2.00

Money, Trade, and Industry.. 1.50COOPER (JAMES FENIMORE) . Illus-
2.00

Descentof Man......

tratedEdition. Complete in 16vols ... 20.00

DANA (R. H.). Two Yearebefore theMast, 1.50

DARWIN (CHARLES). Origin of Species, 2.00

With Portraits. 2 vols .
4.00 WAVERLEY NOVELS. Complete in 62.00

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Elsie Venner .

1.25

Life ofJefferson. With Portrait

Life of Andrew Jackson. With Por-

2.00 vols. Illus .. 10.00

2.00

traits. 3 vols..

3.00 HOOD'S (THOMAS) Poems. With Me-
Journal of Researches.

2.00 moirand Portrait. 2 vols .. 3.50

Famous Americans of Recent Times....

Life of Voltaire. 2 Portraits . Illustra-

2.00
tory Liquor Laws

WEEDEN (W. B.). Morality of Prohibi-6.00

1.25

The Social Law of Labor..... 1.50

Emotional Expression .

tion. 2 vols...

Animals and Plants under Domestica- 3.50 HOWELLS (W. D.). The Lady of the
tions. 2 vols.. 6.00 WEISS (JOHN). LifeandCorrespondence

5.00
Insectivorous Plants The Undiscovered Country.

2.00

Climbing Plants

Aroostook ....

1.25 HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch of a

1.50 PHELPS (ELIZABETH STUART) . The of Theodore Parker 4.00

1.50 GatesAjar .... 1.50
American Religion

1.50

Beyondthe Gates. 1.50
The Immortal Life

1.50

Orchids fertilized by Insects
1.75

Forms ofFlowers...

Fertilization in the Vegetable Kingdom.
2.00

Physical Description of the Universe.

2vols.... 3.00

1.50

Completeset,13vos

Vegetable Mould, etc...

Power of Movement in Plants.
2.00

Travels and Researches

(Alexander and William) Lives of. Por-

.75

1.50
traits... 1.50

Doctor Zay

PIERCE (EDWARD L.). Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner. With two

newly engravedLikenesses ofSumner.

2vols..

1.25 Wit, Humor, and Shakespeare 2.00

WHITNEY (PROF. W. D.). The Life and

Growth of Language 1.50

WHITTIER'S (J. G.) Works,with Portrait 2.00

6.00 WILSON (HENRY). Rise and Fall of the
25.00 HUME'S (DAVID) Essays 1.50 POPE'S Essay on Man .50 Slave Power in America. 3 vols ....... 9.00

The Poetat the Breakfast Table....

Poems....
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Book fer every

woman. AliceB.

Stockham, M. D.

GUIDE.TOKOLOGY UNITY CHURCH -DOOR PULPIT. J. HART & CO., TRACTS.20,000 Sold

20ents fodit themostpopularWorkACENTS
onthe market. "The very best book to put into

the hands of a girl or woman." E. M. HALE, M. D.
Cloth,postpaid $2.00 ; Morocco, $2.50. Circulars Free ,

Sanitary Pub. Co., 159 La Salle St., Chicago, Ill.

The second year of the "CHURCH-DOOR

PULPIT" beganApril 1. Theseries oftwenty
sermons will differ from last year's in two

respects. Four numbers will be devoted

respectively to

Channing, Parker, Emerson, Martineau,

giving a score or two of what in each writer

may be called his "Gospel Passages." If

Twenty Years of Congress, onewouldlearn in short space forwhat the

AGENTS WANTED for

1861-1881,

byJames G. Blaine.

Hon. J. S. Wise of Va. says.

"Whoever takes it up, no matter

whetherhebe Mr. Blaine's friend

orenemy, willneverput itdown

untilhe has read the whole."

Agentsmake from $200 to

$1000permonth. Address,
TheHenryBill Pub. Co. ,

Norwich, Conn.

H. T. MARSHALL'S

PATENT

ADJUSTABLE

LACE

CONGRESS

MARSH
ALL'S

PAT.
MAY13,1884.

Is easily adjusted to fit any instep or ankle at

any time, and will not uncomfortably draw

the ankle, like ordinary congress. It has the
stylish appearance of a lace boot and all the

convenienceofanycongress inputting on or
off the foot. Marshall's Pat. Pat'd May13,
1884, woven in the front strap or stamped on

the shank of each shoe. If your dealer does
notkeep them, send postal for directions how

to get them to the Patentee and Manufacturer

ofMen's, Boys' , and Youth's Fine Boots and

Shoes. Tennis Shoe for Ladies and Gents a
specialty. H. T. MARSHALL,

BROCKTON, MASS.

TO CAPITALISTS .

For Investments or Loans, write to

J. M. LINDLEY,

REAL ESTATE AGENT,

BOZEMAN, ΜΟΝΤΑΝΑ.

2,000

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF

THE OLD MASTERS.

four great prophets of our Liberal Faith

stand, let him read these numbers, and keep

them onhand to give a friend.

In three more numbers, the subjects

"God," " Miracles, " " The Bible."

will be respectively treated in extracts from

several writers. Each of these three pam-

phlets will be, as it were, a handful of short
liberal tracts on its special subject.

The other thirteen numbers will probably

be single sermons from as manypreachers,-

preachers ranging in their thought from

Liberal Orthodoxy to the Society for Eth-

ical Culture; most of them finding a home,

therefore, under the Unitarian name.

far as those invited have been heard from

and decided on, the list, alphabetically

arranged, stands now:-

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-
called"TwelveGreat Pictures of the World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI ;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;

Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; AS-

sumption of the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans-

figuration, RAPHAEL ; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL; Holy Night, CORREGGIO ; Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

FelixAdler,

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

willbesent bymail on receipt of $2.10; or

anyoneormoreat 20 cts. each (with Cata-
logue when desired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455Jackson Street,Milwaukee,Wis.

Fine Cabinet Photographs

Charles Darwin,

Prof. Huxley,

OF

Prof. Tyndall,

John Fiske,

B. W. Emerson,

C. A. Bartol,

Phillips Brooks,

John W. Chadwick,

RowlandConnor,

T. W. Higginson,

Herbert Spencer,

H. W. Longfellow,

Charles Sumner,

Wendell Phillips,

W. L. Garrison,

So

Washington Gladden ,

John C. Learned,

Andrew P. Peabody,

Minot J. Savage,

John Snyder,

S. H. Sonneschein .

The hope is that Liberal churches , West

and East, will catch the new church-habit,
to regularly and freely furnish forth a table

or shelf near the door with such pamphlets,
first for home reading and then for lending
and mailing, each reader becoming his own

missionary society for whatever he finds
worthy.

Each church that subscribes $25 for a

block of fifty copies and uses them thor-

oughly through individual readers, as here

suggested, besides any good done in its own

homes, sends out twenty times fifty, or one

thousand tracts a year, to spread the Lib-

eral Faith,-a little mission well worth add-

ing regularly to any church-life.

BANKERS ,

Doylestown , Pa.

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points in Europe. Agency

for the American Line of Steamers.

SITUATION AS TEACHER WANTED.

Agraduate of Harvard would like a sit-

uation as teacher, in which independent

thought and honest speech would not be
dangerous. Forparticulars and references,

address M., INDEX office.

RELIGIO - PHILOSOPHICAL

JOURNAL.

Established in 1865 .

A Paper for all who Sincerely and

Intelligently Seek Truth with-

out regard to Sect or Party.

The JOURNAL, in the estimation of a large

proportion of the leading authorities on

Spiritualism, stands pre-eminent as a fear-

less,independent, judicially fair advocate of
Spiritualism. Ithas received more general

notice, and more frequent and higher com-

mendations from intelligent sources, regard-

less of sect or party, than any other Spirit-

ualist or liberal paper ever published: the
records will confirm this.

No. 1.-Truths for the Times, byF. E.

Abbot, contains the "Fifty Affirmations"

and"Modern Principles." This especially

has received great commendation from

most distinguished men for the logical

clearness of its statements . NewEdition .

Price 10 cents; 12 copies,$1.00

mitted to the Scientific Methodin its treat-
The JOURNAL is uncompromisingly com-

ment of the Phenomena of Spiritualism,

being fully assured that this is the only safe
ground on whichtostand.

No. 2.-Fearofthe LivingGod, byO.B.
Frothingham, exposes thedebasing char-

acter of the popular notions ofGod,and

presents conceptions of him that are wor-

thy of the nineteenth century. New edi-

tion. Price 5 cents; 12copies,50 cents.

The JOURNAL is unsectarian, non-parti-

san, thoroughly independent, neverneutral,
wholly free from cliques and clans.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION:

One Copy One Year,

One Copy Six Months,

No. 3.-Lecture on the Bible,bythe Rev.
Charles Voysey, of England, is an over

whelmingdemonstration of the imperfec-

tions and errors of the Bible,both in the

Old and the New Testaments. New Edi-

tion. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

No. 4.-Christian Propagandism, byF.

E.Abbot, is an exposure of theweakness,

costliness, and inefficiencyof the System

of Foreign Missions. Full of Figures ,

Facts, and Interesting Extracts. Price 10

cents; 12 copies,$1.00.

No. 5.-"God in the Constitution," by

Rev. Arthur B. Bradford, opposes the
proposed Theological Amendment to the

United States Constitution. Price 10cents;

12 copies, $1.00.

No. 6. "The Sabbath," by Parker Pills-

bury,denounces Sabbatarian superstition.

New Edition. Price 10 cents; 12 copies,

$1.00.

No. 7.-"Compulsory Education," by
F. E. Abbot, maintains the right of every

child to be educated, and the duty of the

State to ensure it an education. Price 5

cents; 12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 8.-The Present Heaven, by O. В.

Frothingham, treats of a subject that in-

terests everybody. New Edition. Price 5

cents; 12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 9. The Christian Amendment,by

F.E. Abbot, shows the dangerous charac-

ter of the attempt to interpolate the Exan-

gelical Christian Creed inthe U. S. Consti-

tution. Price 5 cents ,12 copies, 50 cents.

$2.50

tianity,$1.25

Specimen Copy Sent Free.

Address all letters and communications to

Willthosewho think that such a series of JNO. C. BUNDY, Chicago, Ill.,twentypamphlets as is here described prom-

ises good pocket and post-office preaching

at once send in their subscriptions for the

comingyear?

Theodore Parker,

Geo. Jacob Holyoake,

Felix Adler,

M. J. Savage,

F. E. Abbot,

Frances Power Cobbe,

0. W. Holmes,

J. G. Whittier,

Single subscription for the year, twenty
numbers, $1.00.

Block subscriptions for ten or more copies

to one address, fifty cents each copy.

Send to C. H. KERR,

UNITY OFFICE, 135 WabashAve. ,

Chicago, Ill.

Geo. Wm. Curtis,

are for sale at this office at 50 cents each,

andwill be sent by mail to any address on

receipt of price.

Address THE INDEX,

THE INVESTIGATOR.

Published every week at the Paine Memo

rial, Appleton Street,Boston, Mass.

Volume Fifty-second.

Price $3.00 per annum; 75 cts. for three

months to trial subscribers .

The INVESTIGATOR, as heretofore or since

its first commencement upward of half a
century ago, is devoted to the welfare, im-

provement, and happiness of men and

women here and now, in this world, the

onlyworld ofwhich there is any positive or
demonstrated knowledge. This is the IN-

VESTIGATOR's basis of acDon, and the best

exertions of its manage s will always be
used to render it a free and independent

journal devoted to the development and

promotion of genuine Liberalism, or Uni-

versal Mental Liberty, Free Thought, Free
Inquiry, Free Speech, and a Free Press.

JOSIAH P. MENDUM,

PAINE MEMORIAL BUILDING,

Appleton St., Boston, Mass.

THE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

tising publicis respectfully solicited for
f

T
Held respons: CornellUnivLibmust not beTHE

ade

stly

317017 en-

by advertiser

made to keep the au

tireharmonywith its general char and

principles. To this end, all improper or

"blind" advertisements, all quack adver-
tisements, and all advertisements believed

to be fraudulent or unjust to any one, will
be excluded from these columns.

ADVERTISING RATES .

Publisher and Editor.

PUBLICATIONS

OF THE

No.10. The Impeachment of Chris-

y, byF. E. Abbot. Sixth TenThou-
sand. Sent for free distribution to any one

who will distribute it, in packages of from
five to one hundred copies.

No. 11.-The God of Science, by F. E.Ab-

bot, attempts to show the real influence

ofmodern science upon the ideaofGod.

Price 10cents; 12copies,$1.00.

No. 12.-Is Romanism Real Christian-

ity? Two essays by Francis W. Newman

and F. E. Abbot. Price 10 cents; 12 copies,

$1.00.

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, No. 13. O the Vision of Heaven, by

Freedomand Fellowship inReligion.

Avolume of ten essays upon speculative

and practical problems of religion, by
D. A.Wasson, Samuel Longfellow, Samuel
Johnson, John Weiss, W. J. Potter, F. E.

Abbot, O. B. Frothingham, J. W. Chad-

wick, T. W. Higginson, and Mrs. E. D.

Cheney, and extracts from Addressesby
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

Robert Dale Owen, Dr. Bartol, Wendell

Phillips,Rabbi Wise, Horace Seaver,A. B.

Alcott, Lucy Stone, Charles H. Malcom,

JuliaWardHowe, and others,-all given

on the platform of the Free Religious As-
sociation. Price (reduced)$1.50.

Reports of Annual Conventions of

Free Religious Association, from
1872 to 1879 inclusive. These contain es-

says and addresses by the various dis-

tinguished men and women who have

spoken on the Free Religious platform,

together with yearly reports of the Exeес-
utive Committee. 10 cts. each.

TRACTS .

I. Taxation of Church Property, by

James Parton. 5 cts.; ten, 30 cts.;

onehundred, $1.50.

II. The Bible and Science, by John Weiss.

III. The Sympathy of Religions, by T. W.

Higginson. Enlarged edition.

IV. Transcendentalism, by Theodore

Parker. Never before published.

V. The Public School Question, as under-
stood by a Catholic American citi-

zen(Bishop McQuaid) and by a Lib-

eral American citizen (F. E.Abbot).

VI. How Shall We Keep Sunday? An An-
swer in Four Parts: 1. Sunday in the

Bible. 2. Sundayin Church History.

3. SundayintheMassachusetts Laws.

4. The Workingman's Sunday. By

Charles K. Whipple, Minot J. Savage,

Charles E. Pratt, and Wm. C. Gan-
nett.

For 1 to 12 Insertions,. 10c. per line. VII. Evolution and Religion,byJohnFiske.
"

" 13 " 25

"26" 51 "

"52
"

.

"
8c.

6c. " "

5с. " 6"

Onhalf-column advertisements, adiscount

of 10 percent. will be made; on full-column
advertisements, a discount of 25 per cent.

On all advertisements for which cash is

paidinadvance, a further discount of 25per

tcent. on theota above calculated, will,

44Boylston St., Boston,Mass. bemade.

5cts.; ten, 35cts.; onehundred, $2.00.

Nos. II. , III ., IV. , V., VI. , 10 cts. each; ten,

60 cts.; one hundred, $3.00.

ReasonandRevelation, by W. J. Potter.

5cts.; ten,30 cts.; one hundred, $1.50.

Address

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION,

44Boylston Street, BostonMass.

Prof. F. W. Newman, of England, analyzes

the Christianconception ofHeaven. Price

5 cents; 12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 14.-A Study of Religion: The

Name and the Thing, byF. E.Abbot,

attempts to show that the popularderiva-

tionof thewordReligion is incorrect; that

the popular conceptions of Religion itself

are inadequate; and thata new conception

of it, based on the Law of Evolution,con-

sistent with absoluteFreedom of Thought,

and independent even of belief inGod, is

the necessary condition of the perpetuity

of Religion among men. Price 10 cents;

12 copies, $1.00.

No. 15.- The Battle of Syracuse. Two

Essays by Rev. James Freeman Clarke,

D.D., and F. E. Abbot discussing the

Authority of Christianity. Price10 cents;

12 copies for $1.00.

Address THE INDEX,

44 Boylston Street, Boston,Mass .

EVOLUTION IN ITS RELATIONS

TO EVANGELICAL RELIG-

ION. Addresses of B. F. UNDERWOOD,

Prof. P. A. CHADBOURNE, and Prof.ASA

GRAY at a meeting of the "Evangelical

Alliance" held in Boston, Sept. 10,1882.

5cts.

NATURALISM vs. SUPERNAT-

URALISM. By B. F. UNDERWOOD.

10cts.

WHAT KIND OF, MORALITY

DID JESUS AND THE APOS-

TLES TEACH? By F. M. HOL

LAND. & cts.

GOD OR THE GALILEAN? By

FELIX L. OSWALD. 5 cts .

THE SCIENTIFIC AND META
INPHYSICAL METHODS

PHILOSOPHY. By LEWIS G.

JANES. 5 cts .

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY.

ByWILLIAM FREY. 15 cts.

AN AGNOSTIC VIEW OF THE

DOCTRINE OF VICARIOUS

ATONEMENT. By W. H. SPENCER.

5cts.

AGNOSTICISM AND RELIGION.

By W. H. SPENCER. 5 cts.

Address THE INDEX, 44 Boylston Street,

Boston, Mass.



CTS.

Times, by R.L

This espera
mendats e

forthe la

NewE

1.00

God, by

ocsofGod

im that arewe

tury. Neve

ble, bythe Be

ard,

ofthe impete

ible,bosh

pies, L

THE INDEX

VOL. XVI., OLD SERIES. NO. 802.

VOL. V., NEW SERIES. NO. 45.

Entered as Second Class Mail-Matter .

CONTENTS.

.........

LIGHT, LIBERTY, RIGHT.

BOSTON, MASS., THURSDAY, MAY 7, 1885.

PAGE

529

533

533

534

534

andism.

the wea

ofthe se

CURRENT TOPICS, B. F. U.,stitutien

EDITORIALS AND SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS .

Price
Christ's Missionary Nations inAsia, Wm. J. Potter,.

The French Revolution,Past andPresent, MoncureD.

Conway,.

530

530

y ParkeR What a German Lady thinks of "Free Religion,"

F. W. Opp.. 531

The Limits of Government, F. M. Holland, 532

Death, B. W. Ball,.

ucation
Materialism, B. F. Underwood,

EDITORIAL NOTES, B. F. U. , .

POETRY.

Sic Itur adAstra, Anna Olcott Commelin,

The Inscrutable, *

The Unitarian National Conference and Mental Lib-

erty, Wm. J. Potter,. 535

CORRESPONDENCE.

Unitarian Creeds, H. Tambs Lyche, 537

Scientific Materialism, PeterAnnet, 538

Free Trade vs. Protection, Henry Doty Maxson,

The Star of Bethlehem seen in Ohio, David O'Key,

TaxingLegacies, F. M. Н. ,

538

538

539

TheOld Theology Verified, B. T. A., 539

BOOK NOTICES .

Eighteenth Annual Meeting of the Free ReligiousAs-

sociation, F. A. Hinckley, 534.

Elements of Universal History; The Buntling Ball;

Popular Science Monthly; Bay State Monthly;

Revue deBelgique, 539

тед

רמנ

end

12

ESSAY.

CURRENT TOPICS.

BY B. F. U.

534

A COSTA RICA correspondent of the Boston

Herald writes : "A Spanish highwayman does not

swear at you, and command you to give him your

money or your life: he makes a profound bow,

places his hand upon his heart, assures you that he

is devoutly grateful that you are looking so well,

and regrets that he is compelled by pressing neces-

sities to request that you will loan him whatever

valuables you have upon your person. Then,

thanking you for your promptness and courtesy

in sparing him the painful duty of shooting you

through the head, he will mount his horse and ride

off with a prayer that the Almighty will protect

you from the perils of your journey."

claimed that the taxation of churches, as the bill

proposed, would tend to discourage the erection

of so many costly church edifices, and encourage

the building of small chapels and churches. The

increase of church property from 1850 to 1860

was, he said, about one hundred per cent., while

the increase in church membership was only

twenty per cent. The same was true from 1860

to 1870. He mentioned that seven churches, four

Unitarian and three Trinitarian, in this city, on

the Back Bay, represent $2,000,000 of property

exempt from taxation. It was time, he thought,

to call a halt in this vast accumulation of tax-

exempted property in the hands of the Church.

The substitute bill was refused, 9 to 19; and the

adverse report was adopted.

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

notbe misrepresented. Similar injustice is shown

in charging Mr. Holland with an attempt "to de-

scribe Jesus as a rationalist liberal," whereas the

Rise of Intellectual Liberty says (p. 69), "What

independence he showed was as a mystic, not as a

rationalist." And so to blame the author for "his

guess that Calvin meant to have Servetus burned"

is by no means warranted by the passage on

page 370. "The attempt of the famous persecutor

to have his victim beheaded was useless; and he

undoubtedly knew from the beginning that convic-

tion meant death at the stake, as was required

by the ancient law, then often enforced against

witches." Censure in such a spirit should recom-

mend the book to fair-mindedmen.

LAST Monday evening, Mrs. Isabella Beecher

Hooker gave the last of a course of lectures in

this city on Spiritualism. The discourse was

rather discursive, but was marked by evident sin-

cerity, earnestness, independence of thought, and

akindly spirit. She spoke at length of the experi-

ments of Crookes and the investigations of Wal-

lace, and defended mediums in general, and Mrs.

Maud Lord-one of whose séances was the sub-

ject of a recent letter in The Index-in particular.

At the close of the lecture, the medium named

CHARLES DUDLEY WARNER, in the Drawer,

humorously discusses the "deceased wife's sister"

question, which comes annually before the British

Parliament for consideration : "The desire," he

says, "of the Englishman to marry his deceased

wife's sister is one of the most marked phenom-

ena of the times. The deceased wife's sister bill

may be said to be his steady occupation. In all

his breathing spells from emergencies, he turns to

that. When he is not being massacred by the

South Africans, or slaying Soudanese, or fighting | referred to the article in The Index and its author

Afghans, or pacifying the Irish, or being blown

up in his Tower, he is attending to the deceased

wife's sister bill. He comes back to it out of all

victories and all defeats with unwavering perti-

nacity and courage. It appears to be the passion

ofhis life to marry his deceased wife's sister. We,

who live in a land where nobody opposes such an

alliance, cannot conceive the attraction it seems to

have to Englishmen. And, seeing how universal

and strong this desire is in England, we cannot but

inquire why the Englishman does not marry the

wife's sister in the first place. Why does he go

on marrying the wrong one, and then wait for

death and the law to help him out ?"

inverycaustic language,and said shewas glad he

was present to hear her opinion of him. At once

there was a stir in the audience, and a general

looking for the fellow thus castigated. In a mo-

ment all eyes were turned toward the innocent

writer of this paragraph, who occupied aseat near

two ladies, in the rear of the small hall. mThe

spirit guides of the medium had not kept her

from falling into a mistake as to the presence of

The Index correspondent, and wewere thought to

be the individual who wrote the account of the

"dark séance." After the experience of being

stared at several minutes by the whole audience,

we took an opportunity to remark that we thought

the author of the article which had given offence

was not present, else he would be likely to be

heard from; that our own responsibility was

simply that of an editor who expressed his own

views, and was willing to allow others to express

theirs; that the columns of The Index had been

and were open to a defence as well as to criticisms

of the claims of Spiritualism, etc. These remarks

seemed to satisfy the audience : smiles took the

place of frowns; the medium said she had been

misinformed, and tendered an apology; and Mrs.

Hooker, in the kindest tones, intimated that we

possessed mediumistic powers, and thought that

through the efforts of adear friend in the spirit

world interested in us, and with whom she had

communicated,we would at no very distant date

be convinced of the truth of Spiritualism. An-

other medium spoke, stating that she had recently

seen Longfellow, the poet, and a spirit who claimed

tobe, and shehad nodoubt was, Mohammed. The

meeting was, from different points of view, quite

interesting. It ended more pleasantly than it

would probably, had the writer of the article on

"The Dark Séance" been present.

DOUGLAS JERROLD is said to have remarked to

a friend, who was reading a book in order to

review it, "I never do that: I find it prejudices

me." His course seems to have been adopted by

the literary editor of the New York Independent

in criticising F. M. Holland's Rise of Intellectual

Liberty. For instance, the review says : "The at-

tempt to introduce the Knights Templar in the

rôle of martyrs of intellectual liberty is a miracle

in its way" ; and, again, "Mr. Holland might as

well say that the last Jew put to the rack, and tor-

tured to force from him the secret of his wealth,

was a martyr of intellectual liberty as to write the

Templars into this position." What Mr. Holland

does say is simply this, "I see no sign of heresy or

free thought in these proceedings" ; and, again,

"The Templars were only imaginary heretics"

(p. 211.) His index (p. 455) runs thus : " Templars,

not heretics, but not innocent of crime." What he

actually tries to show is that the real reason the

novice was in a few cases asked to deny Christ,

spit on the cross, etc.,was merely that the Knights

wanted to amuse themselves with his scruples or

cowardice. The theory is anovel one, but should

SAYS the Christian Register : "It is the Catholic

Review which announces that 'Prof. Harkness , of

Boston College, has prepared a manual on book-

keeping with a special view to the wants of the

Catholic clergy,' adding, 'If its lessons are mas-

tered by every young ecclesiastic, obliged also by

the most disagreeable necessities of his position to

be a manof the world and of affairs, it will save

many a heart-burning.' If there is any place

where this commendation of the study of book-

keeping will be appreciated, it is in Cincinnati.

There is no evidence that the late archbishop was

a dishonest man; but, if he had understood and

applied a simple method of book-keeping, he might

have avoided the pain of burning the pockets and

thehearts ofhis parishioners."

In the Massachusetts Senate, last Monday, Sen-

ator Joyner, of Berkshire, speaking in favor of his

substitute bill providing for the taxation of

churches in excess of a valuation of $25,000,
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CHRIST'S MISSIONARY NATIONS IN ASIA.

The founder of Christianity is styled the Prince

of Peace. He was a man of peace. Persons who

have adopted "non-resistant" views have claimed

him, and with very good reason, for their author-

ity. By precept and example, he opposed the use

of physical force for the accomplishment of his

ends. He even taught that physical force is not

to be resorted to for resisting physical force. And

the Christian Church is fond of reciting concern-

ing him the old words, though they were written

without any reference to him : "He was oppressed,

and he was afflicted ; yet he opened not his mouth :

he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a

sheep before her shearers is dumb,so he openeth
not his mouth."

icized the words which do not seem to fit together,

very well, if the theoretical and Sunday descrip-

tions of Christianity are to be accepted. And yet

this writer, who gives a learned account of the

history and customs of this Abyssinian branch of

the Christian Church, seems to think that it would

be a disastrous thing if its existence were to be

imperilled, as he thinks it might be, by the suc-

cess of the Mahdi. "It is the only distinctively

Christian nation and people on the African conti-

nent," he says ; and, therefore, the inference is that

the Christian Church everywhere should be inter-

ested in preserving the independence of these

Abyssinian Christians, even though they "have for

centuries been living in deadly hatred" with their

neighbors. And, indeed, why not? The Abys

sinian Christians are not exceptional among Chris-

tian nations on account of this little peculiarity of

living in "deadly hatred" with their neighbors.

Larger and more civilized Christian nations mani-

fest a good deal of the same peculiarity. England

and Russia to-day, both of them intensely Chris-

tian, are exhibiting this same trait of the Abys-

sinian Church, as their armies confront each other

across the Afghan mountains in Asia. There is

certainly a very "deadly hatred" in the spirit of

these two nations toward each other at the present

time. France and Germany are not regarding

each with very fraternal eyes across the Rhine.

Nor is there any strong exhibition of brotherly

love between Italy and Austria. Yet these are all

Christian countries. The only strange thing about

it is that all these nations, including the Abyssin-

ian Christians, should insist that Jesus, the "Prince

of Peace," is the founder of their religion, and

should read his precepts about meekness and gen-

tleness and forgiveness as if they really believed

them, and should affect to think that his honor

will suffer and his cause be imperilled, unless they

maintain the integrity of what they are pleased to

callhis Church and extend its domain by extend-

ing their own power.

Wedo not here raise the question whether the

teachings and example of Jesus in this respect

give the right ethical standard forhuman society.

Certain it is that human society, with slight excep-

tions, has never followed, and makes no profes-

sions to follow, this standard. Though Jesus is

the acknowledged head of the Christian Church,

there is no Christian nation that makes any pre-

tence of keeping his precepts with regard to peace.

The contrast between his teachings and the com-

mon Christian practice could notbe more forcibly

illustrated than by the attitude of the two great

nations, England and Russia, in Asia to-day.

Here are two of the most powerful Christian na-

tions in the world. In each there is a State

Church. The sovereign in each country is, ex

officio, the Head of the Church in each, Defender

of the Christian Faith, and a visible representa-

tive of Christ on earth. The Christian people of

these two countries have manifested great solici-

tude for the salvation of the pagan populations of

Asia by their conversion to the Christian faith.

Yet these two nations are at this time gathering

immense armies in Asia, that are liable any day

to be precipitated in bloody conflict over a bound-

ary line between countries to which neither of

them has the shadow of any natural right. What

kind of faith in the religion of Jesus are these

powerful national defenders of Christianity exhib-

iting to the "pagans" of Asia ? What a commen-

tary upon the Sermon on the Mount is their zeal

to outstrip each other in getting national domin-

ion over Asiatic soil ! "The meek shall inherit

the earth," said Jesus. Are these leading Chris-

tian nations now acting in Asia as if they believed

that ? Of course, they do not believe it; and no

Christian nation has ever acted upon that precept.

The scattered preaching missionaries of Christi-

anity in Asia are teaching that Jesus said that

"the peacemakers are the children of God," and

that "they are blessed who hunger and thirst," not

after dominion and power, but "after righteous-

ness" ; but the stronger missionaries are these

Christian nations themselves, represented in their

armies and their diplomats. These tell the story,

not of what Jesus taught on Asiatic soil nearly

two thousand years ago,but of what is the charac-

ter of the religion which now bears his name, and

is especially defended and supported by the powers

of State, in two ofthe strongest nations of Europe
in this present year of the Christian era.

How far Christianity everywhere is from the

moral teachings on which Jesus appears to have

laid most stress is curiously shown by a little re-

mark made incidentally in an excellent article that

recently appeared in the New York Independent,

on "The Church of Abyssinia." The writer says,

"Directly south of the Soudan lives a peculiar peo-

ple,whose confession andworship is Christian, and

who have for centuries been living in deadlyhatred

attention of the Christian Statesman to these facts.

That a nation as a nation professes and adopts the

Christian religion does not appear to save such

nation from committing great injustices and

crimes, does not prevent it from waging bloody

and needless wars, nor from living for centuries in

"deadly hatred" with its neighbors.

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION, PAST AND

PRESENT.

I lately went to the School of Fine Arts, beside

the Seine, to hear a lecture from M. Taine, whose

name is printed in the regular list of lecturers.

The concièrge of the institution looked at me with

astonishment. "The lecture," he said, "will be

delivered by M. the Librarian of the School." "Is

M. Taine then ill, or out of town?" "I think

not." "When will he lecture?" "Not again, I

think." I afterward learned that M. Taine could

not now lecture except at risk of a riot. His of-

fence is his arraignment of the Revolution and its

leaders in the last century, contained in the last

volume ofhis history. It is indeed afearful story.

He has gone into the long-hidden details, and

shows how, when the degraded populace and their

leaders sprang into the seats of power, they were

drunk with their success. It now seems pretty
clear that those revolutionists carried with them

the superstition even in which they had been so

long drilled: they must have a ritual, though its

object is now a painted harlot crowned as "Rea-

son"; they were driven with the same passions as

the nobility they dethroned, and made every chât-

eau the scene of indescribable orgies. It was a

riot of lust and murder, the rioters now being less

orderly and grammatical than those they ousted,

and their famished passions free from such partial

restraints of decency as those that surround the

indulgences of a more nearly satiated aristocracy.

M. Taine writes in a time and country which have

overlaid these excesses with refined theories, ideals

of popular progress, and euphemistic pictures of

what "the Revolution" promises to-day; but he

compares all this to the splendor and decorations

of that ancient Egyptian temple where the candi-

date for initiation moved from hall to hall until he

came to a curtain : that fine curtain being with-

drawn disclosed a crocodile. M. Taine withdraws

the embroidered curtain hung so ingeniously over

the origin of the Revolution, and reveals-a mon-

ster! The worst of his offence is that he has not

only laid this charge,but proved it.

As we look at it, if England and Russia were

really Christian nations in the sense of being

followers of the precepts of Jesus, they would not

be in Asia with their armies at all. And, aside

from all regard to their professed zeal for the

religion of Jesus, considering the broad interests

and ideas of modern civilization and the humani-

tarian sentiment of this age, it is cause for hu-

miliation and shame that these great nations should

be rushing to the arbitrament of the sword in a

war, which, if it comes, is likely to imperil the

security of all nations, over a dispute about a

boundary in the mountains of Afghanistan. If

there was ever an international dispute which

could be left to the arbitration of a neutral court,

this is one. Now is the time for pushing the idea

of a permanent international court for settling

such quarrels. There may be national disputes

which cannot be thus settled. All wars might not

be thus prevented. War sometimes comes, as did

the Civil War in the United States, as a moral

conflict between antagonistic ideas, and as inevita-

ble retribution for previous violation of the laws

of justice and right. But all the modern wars in

Europe, and the wars that European nations have
carried into Asia and Africa, have been wars

causedby international rivalry and ambition. An

international court or congress of arbitration

should have been able to prevent them all. And

yet it is Christian nations that have fomented and

waged these wars,-nations that have elevated
Christianity to the position of a State Church ;

nations that specially profess to be defenders of

the Christian faith ; nations in whose churches

Jesus is preached and sung and worshipped as the

with their Mohammedan neighbors." I have ital- Prince of Peace. We would respectfully call the

Was it worth doing ? No doubt the revealed

monster had swallowed a previous monster much

like itself. The Reign of Terror overthrew a reign

of regulated rascality. Yet Icannot help feeling

that M. Taine has done heroic service to France-

nay, to Europe and the world-in reminding them

by a salient example that pauperism and igno-

rance cannot make a school of virtue and wisdom.

They must go to school. The suppression of the

most brilliant historian in France because he has

brought to light undeniable facts unpalatable to

the populace is his justification. The love and

honor bestowed by the English people on Carlyle

for more than thirtyyears after he had sincerely
opposed their enfranchisement is an evidence that

the majority of them are fit for enfranchisement ;

but the enfranchisement of the French masses

must stillbe regarded with misgivings, however

welcome as the better alternative to supremacy of

the treacherous priesthood and heartless imperial-

ism which have fostered their faults. One need

only attend a popular meeting in Paris to per

ceive that the atheist has hardly learned a better

method of promoting his cause than that ofpriest,

and that the "anarchist" is still a despot. The
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long reign of priest and despot is represented in

the fact that there is not yet, even in the fifteenth

year of the Republic, a hall in Paris suitable for

apopular assembly. The people have to meet in

dancing or music saloons, which may have more

effect than one might suppose in giving a carni-

valesque character to their proceedings. I at-

tended a meeting in the Vauxhall saloon, sum-

moned to consult for peace, which became a scene

of strife for nearly three hours. Whenever one

group of the thousands present heard a sentiment

from the platform which they did not like, they

straightway set up a yell which silenced the

speaker completely. As each group practised the

same tactics, no speaker was fairly heard at all.

Finally, the "anarchist" party, wishing to take

entire possession of the meeting, began beating

its neighbors over the head or shoulders with

canes and umbrellas, and, having so fought their

wayto the platform,began stating its no-govern-

ment nostrum for bringing on the millennium. I

couldnot help remembering poor Heine, who said

that, although all the arguments of German theo-

logians had failed to convince him of the existence

of God, that work was achieved by a few moments'

experience of an atheist assembly in Paris. But

Isupplemented Heine's remark with the reflection

that it was plainly the surviving Orthodoxy of

these people that made them so intolerantof all

opinions except their own. I suppose that the

stake and wheel of the Inquisition were evolved

from the stick with which primitive man broke

his fellow's head when it did not agree with him ;

and, now that the improved apparatus of uniform-

ity is abolished, wheel and stake relapse into the

original cane and umbrella. That is considerably

better than the imperial plan of turning them into

anti-democratic rifles, but the principle is the same.

At this moment, it is impossible to hold an orderly

public meeting in Paris for the discussion of any

subject whatever. That is the protoplasm out of

which all despotisms are evolved under favorable

conditions.

-cut off the two fingers without which she can

never attack Germany, and which can never grow

again. Then a true friend of France should re-

joice atevery reverse her colonial ambition receives

in regions where she has no rightto be. If the

French can only be driven home and kept there,

they maybecome the leading nation of Europe in

affairs and interests which will be of living im-

portance, when their rifles and uniforms will be

shown insome museums, like that now travelling

about to fairs with ancient instruments of torture.

The steady reduction of Francefrom what, in mil-

itary nomenclature, is called a Great Power to

what Shakspere calls "the blessedness of being

little," appears to me absolutely essential to human

civilization. That of course cannot be accom-

plished solely by severance from the Rhine or

frustration of colonial ambition. There must be

agencies within which can turn such apparent

weaknesses to the service of the superior forces

from which those weaknesses really result; for the

later children of France willgloryin that ofwhich

their fathers are ashamed,-the passing of the

Latin race out of the military epoch.

tary glory and conquest, covered its pursuers with

epaulettes and decorations, and the masses-which

Punch carefully misprinted "them asses"-at once

turned with a rush on the anti-Teutonic trail.

The late Ferry government tried the same trick.

The Tonquinwarwas dynastic also. The Republic

inherited from the Empire a mutilated territory,

an exhausted treasury, a weakened army, but at

the same time was expected to shed new lustre on

France, and raise her into acommanding position

among the nations of Europe. It must outshine

the phosphorescent Empire which rotted away. It

was impossible. Unable to think of recovering

from Germany the lost provinces, powerless to

send either men or money to share with England

the occupation of Egypt, bowed to the lowest

seat in the councils of Europe, the Republic began

to hear murmured memories about the splendors

of the Empire; and when ministry after ministry

had fallenwith perilous celerity under the grow-

ing eagerness of its parliamentary enemies, en-

couraged by popular impatience, Ferry resolved

to touch once more this vulnerable military vanity

of the masses. He prudently selected China, a

presumably weak enemy, a distant one, about

which all manner of fictions might be told with-

out contradiction; and it is now certain that he

meant to prolong the process of worrying China

until after the next elections. He would appeal

to the military vanity of his countrymen, to their

longing to eclipse past defeat with big-typed sto-

ries of glory, and then protest against "swapping

horses in the middle of a stream." The Chinese

proved unwilling to be annoyed so long for Ferry's

benefit, and, as we all know, made themselves so

disagreeable that the scheme failed. M. Clemen-

ceau, and the small group of anti-military radicals

who knew perfectly the game Ferry was playing,

had long been prepared to spring on him in the

moment of any defeat. That is why they tore him

topieces so ferociously at the first disaster. They

could not stem the longing of the people for vic-

tory so long as sensational tidings of victory were

coming in; but they realized that they would pres-

ently have a Republic only in name, that poor

Grévy was already a President only in name,

and so Ferry has "gone to meet" Ollivier, Jules

Simon, and other dead men who still walk the

earth.

MONCURE D. CONWAY.

WHAT A GERMAN LADY THINKS OF

" FREE RELIGION ."

Baroness Suttner, one of the correspondents of

the Magazin für die Litteratur des In- und Aus-

landes, or Magazine of German and Foreign Litera-

ture, published at Berlin, has contributed to the

number for March7 the following article, entitled

"An American Journal, The Index." "In Boston

meets an organization which calls itself the Free

Religious Association, and announces its objects

thus : 'To promote the practical interests of pure

religion, to increase fellowship in the spirit, and

to encourage the scientific study of man's religious

nature and history,-in other words, virtue, broth-

erhood, and truth.' And these aims are to be

reached by means of unrestricted liberty of

thought. All traditional authority of special re-

ligions and supposed revelations--the Christian

not less than the others-is to be subjected to

the judgment of scientific criticism and impartial

reason; and thus religion is to be set free from

the fetters of dogmatism and sectarianism, in

order that she maydevote her mighty powers to

elevating morality and improving the social con-

dition of mankind....

Now, I have passed many pleasant summers in

France, and known all sorts and conditions of

French people, and have found that individually

they are generally polite in conversation, able to

listen quietly to opinions other than their own,

affable, good-natured, and sensible. It is when

massed together in parties or groups, collected

under somepartisan flag, and brought in sight of

an opposite company and flag, that they become

so fierce and intolerant. I suspect this is a rever-

sion from the man to the soldier, whose business,

as Tennyson reminds us, is not to reason why, but

only to do and die. The armies of several thou-

sands of years have tramped all over France,

recognizing no existing laws or usages where they

moved,-each, as Napoleon said, a huge worm

crawling on its belly, and devastating districts to

supply that belly, and the old habits and in-

stincts adhere to these undrilled remnants of them

after uniform and sword are laid aside. For thou-

sands of years, this people have never been

gathered en masse except for a dance or a fight;

and, as the political meeting is not for a dance, it

must be for a fight, if not with weapons, then

with explosive lungs and sharpened tongues. It is

this military instinct which imperils the Republic.

It is that which tempts the so-called republican

government to follow so fatally the footsteps of its

imperial predecessor. It is well known that the

latewar of Napoleon III. against Germany was a

dynastic war. The empire had no chance what

ever of escaping the wild vengeance of the masses

-whose wise leaders it had banished-but by turn-

ing them upon an old vendetta trail toward the

Rhine. It raised the glittering talisman of mili- Germanyhastaken from her Alsace and Lorraine, ' Creed.' Poems: 'Work On,' 'A Priest of Nature,'

If another Taine, a century hence, should tell

the whole truth about this French Republic, he

wouldhave to record that, so fast as the bourgeoisie

succeeded to the power and resources of the no-

blesse, they displayed a tendency to the same cor-

ruptions. M. Brisson inaugurates his premiership

with ademand for money to support the piracy of

Tonquin by a nation groaning over loss of a Ton-

quin of their own on the Rhine. How long will

France travel in this vicious circle ? The military

spirit, the childish fondness for soldiering, is but a

barbaric form of the ancient communistic senti-

ment which Socialism plays upon without under-

standing. Earlier socialists-Fourier, Saint-Simon,

Louis Blanc-had noble, however impracticable,

Pisgah-visions of a phalanx of labor, armed with

implements of art and utility, drilled into an irre-

sistible engine of transformation, turning chaos to

paradise with labors made light byaco-operation

securing happiness, plenty, even luxury, for all.

The military spirit were as good as it is now

bad, could it be directed against the dragons and

snakes, the demons of ignorance and superstition,

whichhave become such a giant brood inFrance

during the ages in which the Saints have been

slumbering in Palestine orwagingwar with phan-

tom foes of the Year One.

Atrue friend of France ought to rejoice that

"This association possesses an organ, The Index,

aweekly journal now in its fifteenth year, whose

motto is 'Light, Liberty, Right.'... This journal

is conducted with such consistency, firmness, and

ability as must naturally command the admiration

of all kindred thinkers. Modern thought, which

yet embryo-like flutters about in the atmosphere

of our time and stirs most heads to doubt the old

and to long for a new faith, takes in the columns

of The Index the form of clear, calm, and strong

affirmations. Every number contains brilliantly

written essays on the problems of social, ethical,

and religious science, with controversial articles,

whose tone is always moderate, and ageneral sur-

vey of all the movements of free thought. From

among the numbers lying before me, I take a few

titles as specimens of its contents : 'Modern Civ-

ilization and Christianity,' by W. J. Potter ; 'Piet-

ism and Morality,' 'Some Free Thinkers from the

Old World,' and 'Moral Teachings of Darwinism, '

by B. F. Underwood; 'The Unveiling of the Statue

of Harriet Martineau,' by Sara A. Underwood;

'Samuel Johnson's Religion of India; 'Natural

Genesis' ; 'Witchcraft in Boston' ; 'The Pioneers

of the Women's Rights Movement and their Ad-

versaries' ; 'Emerson's Philosophy'; 'An Agnostic's
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'Aspiration.' Book reviews : 'Jesus, his Ideas and

Character,' 'Journal of Speculative Philosophy,'

'Bible Myths,' 'The Philosophers of Greece.'

"Thus, the paper is of twofold interest ; first, as

the organ of a certain society whose endeavors,

tendency, and accomplishments it portrays in defi-

nite delineations, and then, as a literary phenom-

enon, exhibiting as such a view of American jour-

nalism, the development of style and thought in

the New World. Its editors and regular contribu-

tors, like Sara A. Underwood, F. E. Abbot, O. B.

Frothingham, F. M. Holland, etc., are widely es-

teemed authors, whose books are popular among

theAmerican readers of Paine, Emerson, Spencer,

Darwin, Bain, Tyndall, Buckle, Strauss, Büchner,

Lange, and Haeckel.

"Among the characteristics of the picture of

the activity of the Boston free thinkers, given in

The Index, are these: The champions of modern

thought have organized there a congregation which

regards its convictions as a religion, and surrounds

them with a sort of worship, including public dec-

laration of principles, regular gatherings for edi

fication, and all sorts of joyous and solemn celebra-

tions . Harriet Martineau has been honored with

a statue, Herbert Spencer with a banquet, and

Thomas Paine with a memorial building which

might almost be called a temple, and which is the

head-quarters of another liberal journal, the Inves-

tigator, which announces itself as 'devoted to the

welfare, improvement, and happiness of men and

women here and now in this world, the only world

of which there is any positive or demonstrated

organs, as a rule, make style and diction subser-

vient to their tendency,-its depth of thought, its

flight of inspiration, its clearness of diction, stand

unequalled, since its task embraces the highest

problems of the mind. Those who in their writ-

ings approach the highest achievements of their

time will ever be the greatest masters of style.

During the reign of Louis XIV., the most brilliant

literary products were odes to the king and pulpit

orations (compare Bossuet, Fénelon, Massillon) .

"To-day, the most ideal achievement of the age

is not faith, but science; and so we see that those

authors who treat scientifically of the world's

problems in philosophy, jurisprudence, history,

and theology, write with peculiar clearness and

eloquence. Who can be more logical than Mill,

more poetic than Quinet, more brilliant than

Taine, or more convincing than Buckle ? When

a special organ expresses its object in the words

'Light, Liberty, Right, it might be expected that

the best writers in the land should appear in its

columns; and this is actually true of The Index.

In his article on 'Rationalism in America,' in the

Revue des Deux Mondes, April 1, 1883, Count Goblet

d'Alviella says : 'When we look at the essays and

addresses which The Index publishes weekly, we

are surprised, not only at the number and zeal of

the evolutionists, but at the means they find of

giving religious feeling a new horizon and satisfy

ing its loftiest aspirations. Some of these writ-

ings are valuable only as indications of the new

movement; but the books and addresses of Abbot,

Savage, Potter, etc., contain passages which are as

knowledge.' Preaching is held on the platform| remarkable for power of argument as for eleva-

of the Free Religious Association, and tracts are

distributed ; but the sermons announce the glad

tidings of evolutionism, and the tracts are such

as Frothingham's Fear of the Living God, Abbot's

Truths for the Times, containing his 'Fifty Affir-

mations' and 'Modern Principles,' Voysey's Lecture

on the Bible, etc. ...

"It is also evident that women take an active

part in its proceedings, are enrolled among its

vice-presidents, speak on its platform, and contrib-

ute largely to its literature. The emancipation of

woman seems to be one of its articles of faith;

and this is simply logical,since all liberalism, free-

dom of commerce, press, etc., springs as a natural

outgrowth from freedom of thought.... Thus are

inscribed upon the programme of this school of

thinkers the equalization of woman, the fraterniza-

tion of all nations, the removal of protective duties,

censorship, and the like, and, above all, the abolition

of that evil which most deeply stings their moral

sentiment, the sentiment of love and compassion,

-the evil of war. It is an honor to the city of

Boston that the humanitarian ideas, which are the

offspring of our modern scientific spirit, are there

manifested with such remarkable courage and en-

ergy. In Europe, I know of no city where free

thinkers form so imposing an institution, having

its own press, represented by the ablest speakers,

and enjoying the widest esteem. Although the

growth of these ideas requires a soil as free as

America's, it could not be said that they had their

birth in America.... Still, in the very fact that

the thoughts of the greatest sons and daughters

of Europe are made the foundation of the sub-

limest movement in America, we welcome the

rapturous assurance that above the national dis-

tinctions of thinking minds reigns One Universal
Mind, who makes his dwelling-place wherever men

search for the truth; ... and that from the spirit-
ual achievements of all nations shall be 'skimmed

a crême,' which is to realize Goethe's conception of

a 'world-literature.'

"And, as to literary physiognomy, although The

Index is a special organ, so to speak, and special

tion of idea and poetry of diction. These are in

every respect works to be recommended to those

who fear that the progress of science will cause

any deterioration of what constitutes the might

and grandeur of the human soul. '

"Of course, those who have such fear of progress

will not read The Index with sympathetic compre-

hension, but will take offence. Large as is the

majority which this class forms, the disciples of

progress should not lose courage. If their aims

cannot be reached at once, they may find some re-

ward in the strife itself. This is expressed in

words in this little poem, which I have noticed in

The Index, and which may serve as a specimen of

its treasures :-

" I've found some wisdom in my quest

That's richly worth retailing:

I've learned that, when one does his best,

There's little harm in failing .

Imay not reach what I pursue,

Yet will I keep pursuing ;

Nothing is vain that I cando,

Since soul-growth comes of doing. "

F. W. OPP.

THE LIMITS OF GOVERNMENT.

When our government exacts money in taxation

for ends outside of its proper limits, it deserts its

legitimate place of a protector of property, and

becomes a robber. Webster's Dictionary tells us

that any ruler who imposes burdens which the pur-

poses of government do not require is a tyrant.

Protection of life, liberty, and property, is gener-

ally recognized as the principal duty of govern-

ment. It ought to be equally well understood

that the State which tries to do more runs great

risk of doing less. The levy of taxes for any pur-

pose except defending our liberties and estates is

not protecting our property,but taking it away

Of course there are many institutions, like schools,

roads, and streets, which are so necessary for the

preservation of life, liberty, and property that they

ought to be kept up at the public expense. On

the question whether this is true of churches, I

need not enter here. All who ask for exemptions,

privileges, or bounties, are imperatively called upon

to prove that such special legislation is compati-

ble with the paramount right of all holders of

property to be protected equally. It is particu-

larly necessary to insist on this right, when so

many socialistic schemes are being urged upon our

Congress and State Legislatures.

One of the strongest arguments against exclud-

ing witnesses for disbelief and legalizing frauds

committed on Sunday is that government ought

not to be carried on for the special benefit of par-

tisans of particular creeds, but for the common

good of all the people. The guilt of burning Ser-

vetus, massacring the victims of St. Bartholomew,

andhanging the Quakers, is all the darker because

it was not the proper business of those govern-

ments to do anything of the sort. The State ex-

ists in order to protect life, not to take it away.

So, in waging needless war, government acts like

a sheep-dog, who slays the lambs he ought to

guard. Another of the primary duties of govern-

ment is to protect property. The United States

do not form an absolute despotism, but a limited

partnership. Each citizen retains his right to his

private property, with the exception of such part

as is needed for the protection of the rest.

Another question to which the light of these

principles ought to be applied is our tariff. Even

ifwe admit for argument's sake that our manufact-

ures could not have sprung into existence without

it, we may still ask whether the time has not come

for ceasing to make this gigantic exception to the

plain duty of protecting all property alike. One

of the best known of New England mill-owners,

Rowland G. Hazard, is making masterly argu-

ments to prove that the American manufactures

could do better without special protection. I re-

memberhearing a similar testimony from that en-

lightened philanthropist, Mr. Samuel Hill, of Flor-

ence. A Connecticut maker of hardware, Mr.

J. B. Sargent of NewHaven, has recently delivered

in Boston an address, since published, urging that,

"provided the manufacturers were relieved from

the tariff on raw materials, they would need no

protection." He is obliged, for instance, himself

to use a mixture of American iron with Scotch ;

and the latter is taxed so heavily as to hinder him

from exportation. He could compete much more

easily with foreigners, if he could get iron as

cheaply. What superiority he and other Ameri-

can manufacturers enjoy over European rivals he

ascribes to our superior skill and energy. Another

maker of hardware was asked, while visiting Ger-

many, if he had found out what wages were paid

there. He replied : "No; nor did I want to know.

Tariff or no tariff, we can beat them, if they get

their work done for nothing."

And I feel all the more sure that our manufact-

urers have such ability and resources as would

enable them to stand alone, without being propped

up by the State, because history shows that this

great industry had no pauper origin. In 1766,

Benjamin Franklin told the British House of

Commons, "I don't know a single article imported

into the Northern colonies but what they can

easily do without or make themselves." The

making of hats and of hardware was then carried

on so successfully without State aid as to alarm

the English manufacturers; and prohibitory Acts

of Parliament were passed in consequence. Better

and cheaper shovels,scythes, etc., were made here

before the Revolutionary War than could be im-

ported from Europe. Massachusetts then owned a

vessel for every one hundred inhabitants, and fifty

ships of colonial build were sent across the ocean

for sale every year. Lynn began exporting boots

and shoes to Europe more than twohundred years

ago. The whole history of manufactures shows
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that theyhave long beencarried on with peculiar

success in NewEngland, because it is NewEng-

land, and not merely because it is now under a

high tariff. In fact, the assertion that, if wehad

no tariff, we could have no manufactures, seems to

me worth about as much as the reasoning of the

farmer from West Virginia, who wanted to have

abounty on foxes, in order to assist the propaga-

tion of the gospel. "You see," he said, "we can't

have the gospel, unless we have preachers : we

can't get preachers among us, ifwe don't give them

chicken for dinner. Andwe can't raise any chick-

ens, if there isn't a bounty on foxes."

highly gifted with genius they may have been.

Nature, "the inscrutable and mute," gives no sign

of regret or of remembrance of the innumerable

billions of human beings whom she has hereto-

fore upborne and nurtured in the past; but, as

fresh and vigorous as ever, she is continually wel-

coming new-comers to her domain of earth, air,

and sea, and of mixed good and evil, joy and sor-

row, to tread the trite routine of life as if it were

something altogether noveland unexperienced be-

fore. In viewof the brevity and uncertainty of life

from day today, and of the mystery and certainty

of death after a few short years, the energy, hope-

fulness, and activity of the human race at the

present time are something wonderful; and this

energy and activity are constantly increasing. Why

is this ? Because we find this life itself, in and

of itself, a good thing. Therefore, the generations

of to-day are determined to make the most of it,

and, in order to do so, are bound to press into

their service all the forces of nature, and to reor

No one should forget the interest of the work-

ingmen. But it ought to be remembered that

they are much better off with England's free

trade than under Germany's high tariffs. An in-

telligent machinist has recently sent me a strong

argument to prove that the reason they are more

prosperous in America than in Europe is that they

are not taxed here for the maintenance of State

churches, great standing armies, and hereditary| ganize human society, so that all men, even the

aristocracies . The workingman prospers in Amer-

ica, because our government, with exception of the

high tariff, is carried on for the equal good of all

the governed. The only competition he has to

fear is that of emigrants, who come over from

Europe and Asia to underbid him. Whatever

may be said about the inhumanity oftrades-unions

and Chinese laws, they give much more efficient

protection to labor than could be established by

the highest tariff.

humblest, may have fair play and a chance to

enjoy the good things of the world that now is.

Such is the current mood of mankind in all en-

lightened quarters. Instead of being paralyzed

and stupefied by the prospect of death, we find

life all the more worth living because it is so short

and the prospect beyond it is so dark. We are

bent on making the world what it ought to be

and what it may be, so that we can make the

most of life, and so that each of us may say em-

phatically, in leaving it, Vixi,-"I have lived,"-I

have exhausted life of all its significance and enjoy-

ment, and now I am willing to depart into the

unknown, and leave my place to be filled by a

new-comer. The bill of fare at the table of life

is limited; and he who has gone through it, and

had a taste of all its dainties and substantials,

being assured that, if he remained forever, said

bill of fare would always remain the same, is

likely to depart satisfied. In order that he may

do so, he finds his power of enjoyment gradually

declining, so that his relish for existence finally is

gone. Nature seems to be jealous of those who

have become fully aware of her limitations and

narrowness, so that she is glad to be rid of their

presence in favor of new guests, who find her good

things novelties. The great mass of mankind

being still in a state of intellectual childhood and

unreason, and being also too poor and ignorant to

properly enjoy and appreciate this present life,

the old childish tales about heaven and hell and

purgatory still continue to be current, because

they are necessary for the consolation of the poor,

ignorant, and wretched, and the intimidation of

the brutal and criminal. Meantime, we very well

know that the science of man is yet in its infancy.

I don't want to dogmatize on questions where

each side is upheld by enlightened and philan-

thropic advocates, but I do want to know what

right our government has to levy taxes for the

special benefit of one class of industries. It is for

the supporters of high tariff to show how their

position is to be reconciled with the plain duty of

the State to protect all property holders alike.

The purchasers of nickel-plated ware, for instance,

have a right to know why they should all be taxed

for the benefit of one man who owns a mine in

Pennsylvania. Lovers of art may fairly ask why

a duty of thirty per cent. is levied on imported

pictures, when,among twelve hundred and forty-

three American artists recently consulted, more

than nine-tenths wished to have no duty at all.

We should do well to consider whether Emerson

was not right in saying : "The basis of political

economy is non-interference. The only safe rule

is found in the self-adjusting metre of demand and

supply. Do not legislate. Meddle, and you snap

the sinews with your sumptuary laws. Give no

bounties, make equal laws, secure life and property,

and you need not give alms." (Conduct of Life,

Essay III . , p. 91.)

DEATH.

F. M. HOLLAND.

Whether or not death is the gate of entrance

into another state of existence, it is certain that

it ends our connection with this mortal life. It

goes without saying, in these days of thoroughly

awakened reason and common sense, that intelli-

gent people refuse to indulge in futile speculations

in regard to death or to adopt the myths, imagina-

tions, and dreams of old barbaric theologies and

mythologies . Solemn before all of us stand, veiled

in impenetrable shadows, the dark portals of

exit from this brief existence; and through those

portals we see our friends and comrades vanish,

one by one, until we, too, follow them into the

gloom andmystery of the unknown and unknowa-

ble. Meantime, the human race, being perpetu-

ally renewed, knows no diminution and feels no

loss in the death of any individual or individual

members of it, no matter how illustrious and

It is precisely in ourselves that the great mystery

is summed up and contained. Infinite time and

space are modes and forms of our own being. In

our ordinary moods, we know not the unspeakable

heights and depths of our own natures. It is in

ourselves that the universe and nature are revealed.

It is in and by and through us that the sensible

world with all its wealth of hue and sound and

odor exists ; and, on the side of our pure reason, we

are overarched by eternity. The soul-science, or

psychology, of the day reveals a grandeur in

human nature which the old theologies and my-

thologies, in their noblest adumbrations of temple

architecture, music, sculpture, and painting, and

in their grandest dreams of eternal bliss and woe,

never conceived. Isaiah, and St. John with his

Apocalypse of the New Jerusalem, andDante and

Milton with theirheavens andhells and paradises,

are of the earth earthy when matched with such

greatmodern thinkers and scientists as Kant and

Humboldt. In the cosmical space of modern

science, the wings of Milton's mightiest angels

would grow weary. Thus, the knowledge of

to-day, while it refrains, under the restraint and

discipline of reason, from indulging in childish

myths and dogmas about a future state of exist-

ence, still assures us of the possibility of other

states and modes of existence, as much transcend-

ing this present mode as greatest transcends least.

Now, then, let us be contented with this fact, of

which all persons deeply versed inpsychology and

current reflective thought are aware. The deepest

utterance to be found in Herbert Spencer's philos-

ophy is that Intelligence and Will are not the

highest forms of being. We have intelligence

and will; and yet we find ourselves in a state of

mental imbecility in the presence of the problems

of existence, which are insoluble by us. Mean-

time, the generations of to-day are right in their

determination to utilize to the utmost the forces

of nature and to reconstruct society in the light

of our higher nature or reason. As sunset and

the gloom of night bring into visibility the innum-

erable suns and systems of cosmical space, so the

darkness of death and the grave maybe fraught

with as august a revelation of other and higher

modes of existence.

B. W. BALL.

MATERIALISM.

Materialism is a word to which so many defi-

nitions are given and such various meanings are

attached that one can never feel quite certain

when it is spoken which of its several connota-

tions the speaker has in mind, until he distinctly

states the ideas he associates with it.

Apopular conception of materialism is that it is

simply disbelief in God and the immortality of

the soul. Yet many thinkers who are not mate-

rialists, whose philosophy indeed is popularly be-

lieved to be, and in some respects certainly is, the

antithesis of materialism, accept neither of the

doctrines named; while, on the other hand,many

who are or have been classed among materialists

accept them both. John Locke thought it not

unreasonable to hold that God has endowed mat-

ter with the capacity to feel and think, and he

was and is now sometimes called a materialist.

Priestley, with the same belief, avowed himself a

materialist. The same is true of Thomas Jef-

ferson.

The author of the article on materialism in

Johnson's Cyclopædia says that "nearly every ma-

terialistic school has had its Christian advocates

endeavoring to reconcile it with the spiritual doc-

trines of Holy Scriptures." As Mr. John Fiske

says, "It might forcibly be argued that the denial

of personal immortality has by no means been

proved to be an inevitable corollary from the asser-

tion of materialism, although it maybe freely ad-

mitted to be a probable corollary." Many of the

adherents, including leading representatives, of

modern spiritualism, declare that "spirit is refined

matter," and claim that they are the true mate-

rialists, in support of which claim they adduce the

testimony of spirits who have "left the form" and

return to their friends by "materializations. "

Strauss, in The Old Faith and The New, goes so

far as to say that the difference between material-

ism and idealism is simply one of terminology, or,

to use his own language, is a "mere quarrel about

words" ; for both,in comparison with the dualistic

conception of a creator and a created universe of

body and soul, are, he says, monistic systems.

One constructs the universe from atoms and

atomic forces, the other from ideas and idealistic

forces. Each of these modes of conception leads

to the other. Both agree in ascribing all the
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functions of our being to one and the same cause.

In Germany, idealism has been not less atheistic

thanmaterialism; and it is not strange, therefore,

that Strauss declares that both systems "should

reserve their weapons for that other veritable and

still formidable foe, dualism, while treating each

other with the respect or, at least, the politeness of

allies ."

But Prof. Haeckel,who is commonly regarded as

one of the most materialistic, as he is certainly one

of the ablest of living naturalists, objects to ma-

terialism as well as to Spiritualism, because he

thinks they have dualistic implications. In his

Evolution of Man, he says : "The real materialistic

philosophy asserts that the vital phenomena of

motion, like all other phenomena of motion, are

effects or products of matter. The other opposite

extreme, spiritualistic philosophy, asserts, on the

contrary, that matter is the product of motive

force, and that all material forms are produced by

free forces, entirely independent of the matter

itself. Thus, according to the materialistic con-

ception of the universe, matter or substance pre-

cedes motion, or active force. According to the

spiritualistic conception of the universe, on the

contrary, active force, or motion, precedes matter.

Both views are dualistic, and we hold them both

equally false. It is only necessary to reflect on

this for a time from a strictly scientific stand-point,

to find that, on a close examination, it is impossi

ble clearly to represent the one without the other.

know as Mind is dependent (whether by way of

causality or not is immaterial) on highly complex

forms of what we know as Matter in association

with peculiar distributions of what we know as

Force."

These extracts and references are sufficient to

indicate that even writers of acknowledged ability

use the word "materialism" to describe different

views, and that it is too uncertain in its meaning

to be of value in philosophical discussion. But,

worse still, the word is popularly confounded with

what, by a perversion of language, is sometimes

called "practical materialism." Materialism, as a

system of thought, as taught by Epikuros or by the

Roman Lucretius,-who, amid the confusion and

turbulence of civil war, we are told, "sought some

stay for his inner life, and found itin the philoso-

phy ofEpikuros, " or as taught bymodern material-

ists, is confined to a comparatively small proportion

of the people, and is generally a subject of interest

only to thoughtful and serious minds. For the

worshippers of fashion, for mere pleasure-seekers,

for political demagogues, for those whose energies

are wholly employed in the scramble for wealth,

it can have generally no attraction. Yet the views

and conduct of these classes are commonly referred

to by the clergy as the materialism of the times.

"Such epithets as 'materialism' and 'atheism, "

says Mr. Fiske, "being extremely unpopular, have

long been made to do heavy duty in lieu of

argument. In this sort of barbaric warfare, the

term 'materialism' is especially convenient by

reason of a treacherous ambiguity in its connota-

tions. Certain abstract theorems of metaphysics

are correctly described as constituting material-

Prof. Huxley claims that "the properties of

protoplasm result from the nature and disposition

of its molecule," as the properties of water result

from the nature and disposition of its component

molecules; that all life is probably the result of ❘ ism, and the persons who assert them are cor-

"the molecular forces of the protoplasm which dis-

plays it" ; and that thought is "the expression of

molecular changes in that matter of life which is

the source of our other vital phenomena." Fur-

ther, he says that "any one who is acquainted with

the history of science will admit that its progress

has in all ages meant, and now more than ever

means, the extension of the province of what we

call matter and causation and the concomitant

gradual banishment from all regions of human

thought of what we call spirit and spontaneity."

This seems to be as strongly materialistic language

as can be used, and the views advanced cannot be

regarded from the idealistic or spiritualistic stand-

point otherwise than as the distinctive teachings

of materialism; yet Prof. Huxley is, according to

his own declarations, not a materialist, but an

idealist.

rectly called materialists. On the other hand,

those persons are popularly called materialists

who allow their actions to be guided by the de-

sires of the moment, without reference to any

such rule of right living as is termed 'a high ideal

of life.' Persons who worship nothing but

worldly success, who care for nothing but wealth

or fashionable display or personal celebrity or

sensual gratification, are thus loosely called materi-

alists . The term can therefore easily be made to

serve as a poisoned weapon ; and there are theolo-

gians who do not scruple to employ it as such

against the upholders of philosophic opinions

which they do not like,but are unable to refute.

Amost flagrant instance was recently affordedby

a lecturer on Positivism, who, after insinuating

that pretty much the whole body of contemporary

scientific philosophers are Positivists and that

Positivists are but little better than materialists,

proceeded to inform his audience that materialists

are men who lead licentious lives. It would be

hard to find words strong enough to characterize

the villany of such misrepresentations as this,

intended. They would imply extreme moral

turpitude, were it not that they are so obviously

the product of extreme slovenliness of thinking

joined with culpable carelessness of assertion. "

Prof. Tyndall, in his celebrated Belfast address,

referred to the original matter of the world as

probably containing the promise and potency of

every form and quality of life; yet his statements

that matter is essentially transcendental in its

nature, and that there is no passage from molecular | could we fairly suppose them to be deliberately

motion to consciousness, are often quoted to show

that he is not a materialist, as he certainly is not,

according to some of the current conceptions and

definitions of materialism, for instance, those of

Mr. John Fiske, who says that, before one can be

"correctly charged with materialism," he should

hold that psychical phenomena, such as love and

hate, can be interpreted in terms of matter and

motion, and who further defines materialism in

away which makes it reject or ignore the principle

of relativity, without which certainly no philosophy

canclaim attention to-day among thinkers .

On the other hand, the author of A Candid

Examination of Theism, said to be G. J. Ro-

manes, affirms that Mr. Spencer's philosophy,

which its author declares is neither materialistic

nor spiritualistic, leaves "the essential feature of

materialism untouched; namely, that what we

Lang, the learned and impartial author of the

History of Materialism, says "that the sober ear-

nest which marks the great materialistic system

of antiquity is perhaps more suited than an enthu-

siastic idealism, which only too easily results in

its own bewilderment, to keep the soul clear of

all that is low and vulgar, and to lend it a lasting

effort after worthy objects" (p. 47), and that "in

the centuries when the abominations of a Nero,

a Caligula, or even of a Heliogabalus, polluted the

globe, no philosophy was more neglected, none

was more foreign to the spirit of the time, than

that of all which demanded the coldest blood, the

calmest contemplation, the most sober and purely

prosaic inquiry, the philosophy of Democritus

and Epicurus." "The age of Pericles was the

blossoming time of the materialistic and sensa-

tional philosophy of antiquity: its fruits ripened

in the time of Alexandrian learning, in the two

centuries before Christ."

These are facts worthy the candid consideration

of those who use the word "materialism" as a term

of abuse rather than in a descriptive sense. At

the same time, the wisdom of employing in philo-

sophical discussion a word which is associated

with theories and conceptions widely different,

and which, therefore, lacks precise and definite

meaning, may fairly be questioned. The loose

way it is now used, even by some of our best

writers, is certainly without excuse.

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION.

The Eighteenth Annual Meeting of the Free

Religious Association will be held in ParkerMe-

morial Building, Boston, Mass., as follows :-

Thursday evening, May 28, at 7.45 o'clock, busi-

ness session for the hearing of reports, election of

officers, etc.

Friday morning, May 29, at 10.30 o'clock, ad-

dress by the President, followed by addresses from

Mr. W. D. Le Sueur, of Ottawa, Can., and Rev.

M. J. Savage of Boston, on the question, "Is a

Scientific Basis for Religion Possible?" After

these addresses, the subject will be open for

speeches, not exceeding ten minutes each, from

the floor.

Friday afternoon, at 3 o'clock, the Rev. R.

Heber Newton will address the meeting on "The

Religious Aspect of Socialism." During the after-

noon session there will also be opportunity for ten-

minute speeches from the floor.

The annual festival will be held in the Meio-

naon, Tremont Temple, Friday evening, commenc-

ing at 6.30 o'clock. R. Heber Newton, W. D. Le

Sueur, Wm. J. Gill, H. W. Holland, Mrs. E. D.

Cheney, Miss Mary Eastman, W. J. Potter, B. F.

Underwood, J. K. Applebee, and G. N. Hill will be

among the speakers .

F. A. HINCKLEY, Sec'y.

For The Index.

SIC ITUR AD ASTRA.

Follow with single aim thine upward way,

Nor stoop earth's dreary monotone to know,

Its sordid undercurrent, dark and low;

But onward, scaling still some height eachday,

In majesty serene as morn of May,

Ne'erheeding whispers subtle of thy foe,

Nor fairest praise, with motive base below,

Sing thine own song and chant thy heart's own lay.

Then, to a fellowship with spirits great,

Whose souls in affluence of thought commune,

More regal pomp than purpled livery,

Thanjewelled sheen or panoply of state,

Thy soul, in harmony and finer tune,

Withkings and queens of realms of thought shall bef

ANNA OLCOTT COMMELIN.

THE INSCRUTABLE.

For The Index.

Silence forever in the boundless sky,-

No voice from out its depths of starry light !

Raise your wild voices higher, and more high,

Day answereth not, nor yet the solemn night.

And the grand throbbing sea from age to age

Rolls the same measure on its beaten shore :

Its waves, that sometimes murmur,sometimes rage,

Are inarticulate forever more.

Turn we to men whose ever eager minds

Search past and present for some sure reply,-

One in another, man his idol finds,

One thinketh science solves life's mystery.

Then say, fond heart,where shall you fix your faith ?

The faith itself is all that answereth.
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BOSTON, MAY 7, 1885.

THE INDEX is published every Thursday, at No. 44 Boyl-

ston Street, Boston, by an incorporated Board of Trustees

nominated by the Free Religious Association. Terms:

Three dollars peryear, in advance.

THE objects of THE INDEX may be defined by the objects

of the Free Religious Association ; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-

lowship in the spirit, and to encourage the scientific study

of man's religious nature and history" ; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks

these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.

It would subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations the Christian no less

than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipate Re-

ligion from bondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-

tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

may be put more effectually to the service of a higher

Morality and an improved Social Welfare.

WILLIAM J. POTTER,

BENJAMIN F. UNDERWOOD, ::}Editors.

NO WRITERS in THE INDEX, editorial or other, are to be

regarded as speaking in behalf of the Free Religious Asso-

ciationasawhole; nor is any writer to be held responsible

for any opinions expressed in its columns except his own.

For all unsigned editorial matter, B. F. UNDERWOOD, the

office editor, is responsible.

ALL communications intended for the paper and all

business letters should be addressed to B. F.UNDERWOOD,

the Business Manager,44Boylston Street, Boston, towhose

order all checks and drafts for THE INDEX should be

made payable. Letters for Mr. POTTER should be ad-

dressed to him, at New Bedford, Mass.

PAPERS are forwarded until an explicit order is

received by the publishers to discontinue, and until pay-

ment of all arrearages is made. The change of date on the

address label is a receipt for renewal, and no other receipt

will be sent unless specially requested.

For The Index.

The Unitarian National Conference and

Mental Liberty.*

BY WM. J. POTTER.

This

Ihave been asked to introduce here the discus-

sion of the question, "What Changes are needed

in the Constitution and Preamble of the Unitarian

National Conference in the interest of the most

complete Mental Liberty ?" I respond, without

consultationwith any one, speaking only for myself.

That this question should be discussed here

at all needs, perhaps, some explanation.

club is not a part of the Unitarian body. Proba-

bly only a small proportion of its membership

could be counted as also members of the Unitarian

denomination. What interest, therefore, should it

have in discussing the terms of organization which

the principal representative body of that denomi-

nation has seen fit to adopt ? Why, indeed, might

not such a discussion be deemed almost an imper-

tinence? Because,let me answer, of the peculiar

relation which this Liberal Club, which is external

to all denominations, bears to the Unitarian move-

ment. Very likely, this club might never have

come into existence, had not the Unitarian Na-

tional Conference framed its Constitution as it

did. Had the Conference adopted certain liberal

terms of organization that were proposed to it in

1866, those who were most active in forming this

club a few years ago might have felt no occasion

for any such associated action outside of Unita-

rianism, but might now be an active and con-

tented part of the Unitarian Club that meets at

the Hotel Vendome. In other words, on account

of certain theological limitations which were

affixed at the outset to the Constitution of the

Unitarian National Conference, there was a seces-

sion from that body, not large, but a secession

whichbecamequite active in working for religious

*Read before the Liberal Union Club, Boston, April 25,
1885.

Liberalism outside of all denominations. It or-

ganized at once, for instance, the Free Religious

Association, and more recently this club.

But would it not be more consistent with self-

respect for these seceders to go on doing their

work in the way that seems to them right, and to

leave the Unitarians to fix their constitutions and

organizations as they themselves may deem best ?

Have the seceders been asked to state the terms on

which a reconciliation might be effected ? Not,

probably, inso many words. But the membership

of the National Conference itself has not allowed

the decision of 1866 to stand as a settlement of the

question. Not all members who were dissatisfied

with that decision withdrew from the Conference.

Manywho did not withdraw gave aid and comfort,

nevertheless, to the Free Religious Association,

became members of it, and believed in its mission.

Among Western Unitarians, this dissatisfaction

became quite marked, and expressed itself in

making the terms of their local organizations more

liberal. The question, too, of amending the Con-

stitution of the National Conference, so as to

relieve the consciences of the dissatisfied members,

has several times come up in that body; and

amendments have been adopted with that object

in view, the last as late as the meeting two years

ago last fall. Nor, if we mayjudge from discus-

sions of the matter since, is this regarded as a

finality among Unitarians themselves. The Pre-

amble and Constitution, therefore, which were

adopted by the Unitarian National Conference at

its organization in 1865, and confirmed in 1866,

even with the supplementary amendments since

made, are not considered by the Unitarian body as

awhole as having settled the questions involved.

The various attempts at amendment have been

reconciliatory overtures to that section of members

whose consciences were aggrieved by the original

form of the Constitution ; and, if we may trust the

assurances of many individual members of the

Conference,-as I believe we may, these amend-

ments have also been made with the sincere hope

that they would enable those who felt obliged to

withdraw from the Conference to return with

clear conscience to its fellowship. As that restora-

tion has not been effected to any considerable

extent, and as there is still a good deal of dissatis-

faction expressed within the Conference itself with

the Constitution as it now stands, perhaps the

members may like to hear from some of these

original seceders (or from those who would now

stand with them as excluded) their frankly ex-

pressed views of the situation; though I trust not

all who are to speak here are of this class. It is

with these feelings that I have consented-some-

what reluctantly, I confess, for Ihave no personal

wish to renew an old contest-to introduce this

topic as the theme of your consideration here this

evening. And Imost sincerely hope that the dis-

cussion may be such as to help, and not embarrass,

any action which may possibly be taken hereafter

in the Conference looking toward a more thor-

ough amendment of its Constitution than has yet

been attempted. Let us especially bear in mind

that it is principles, and not persons, that are under

discussion.

It cannot, I suppose, be assumed that all who

are here assembled are acquainted with the Con-

stitution of the Unitarian Conference. Let me

quote, therefore, the parts of it that have any bear-

ing on the question to be discussed. They are as

follows :-

Constitution .

PREAMBLE.-Whereas the great opportunities and

demands for Christian labor and consecration, at this

time, increase our sense of the obligations of all dis-

ciples of the Lord Jesus Christ to prove their faith

by self-denial, and by the devotion of their lives and

possessions to the service of God, and the building

up of the kingdom of his Son,-

ARTICLE I.-Therefore the Christian churches of

the Unitarian faith, here assembled, unite themselves

inacommonbody, to be known as the National Con-

ference of Unitarian and other Christian churches ,

tothe end of energizing and stimulating the denomi-

nation with which they are connected to the largest

exertions inthecauseof Christian faithandwork.

ART. II . This National Conference shall be com-

posed of such delegates, elected once in two years ,

not to exceed three from any church, including its

minister, who shall officially be one, as any of our

churches may accredit to it by a certificate of their

appointment.

ART. III.-The American Unitarian Association,

the Western Conference, and such other theological ,

academic, or humane organizations in our body as

the Conference may see fit to invite, shall be entitled

to representation by not more than three delegates

each.

ART. VII.-The National Conference, until further

advised by its experience, adopts the existing organ-

izations of the Unitarian body as the instruments of

its power, and confines itself to recommending them

to such undertakings and methods as it judges to be

in the heart of the Unitarian denomination.

ART. IX. Reaffirming our allegiance to the gospel

of Jesus Christ, and desiring to secure the largest

unity of the spirit and the widest practical co-opera-

tion, we invite to our fellowship all who wish to be

followers of Christ.

ART. X.-While we believe that the Preamble and

Articles of our Constitution fairly represent the opin-

ions of the majority of our churches, yet we wish

distinctly to put on record our declaration that they

are no authoritative test of Unitarianism, and are

not intended to exclude from our fellowship any who,

while differing from us in belief, are in general sym-

pathywith our purposes and practical aims.

It may also be added, as a part of the history

of the Conference shedding light on the question

under discussion, that a different Ninth Article

from the one now in the Constitution was adopted

in 1868, at the third session of the Conference,

which ran as follows :-

ART. IX. To secure the largest unity of the spirit

and the widest practical co-operation, it is hereby

understood that all declarations of this Conference ,

including the Preamble and Constitution, are expres-

sions only of its majority, committing in no degree

those who object to them, and dependent wholly for

their effect upon the consent they command on their

own merits from the churches here represented or

belonging within the circle of our fellowship.

This was allowed to stand only two years. It

was rescinded in 1870 (the very next session), and

the present Ninth Article adopted in its place.

Iwill take no time for dwelling upon the curious

mosaic of incongruous articles which the Consti-

tution as it now is presents. These incongruities

are so patent that, irrespective of questions of rad-

❘icalism or of conservatism, I am sure the wish

must be quite prevalent among Unitarians that

the Constitution, if possible, might be transformed

into a more homogeneous and self-consistent docu-

ment. For instance, I, for one, am unable to say

whether the Constitution as it now reads was in-

tended to invite any but Christians (or those who

take the name Christian) to its fellowship or not.

Literally, by any just interpretation of words as

used in the successive articles, I judge that this

could not have been the intention : otherwise,

those words, the only ones in the Constitution

which express an invitation to membership,-"We

invite to our fellowship all who wish to be follow-

ers of Christ," would not have been allowed to

stand. Yet some individuals who voted for the

Tenth Article say that they meant thereby to ex-

tend fellowship to non-Christians as well as Chris-

tians. But, Whatdid the Conference mean? is the

question. And, surely, it should be possible to

usewords which should put such a simple matter

as this beyond question .
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But, though the variegated character of its sev-

eral Articles deprives the Constitution of that log-

ical and literary coherency usually expected in

such a document, yet this characteristic, histori-

cally considered, is a correct and valuable index

of the actual state of conflict which has existed,

especially for the last twenty years, in the Unita-

rian body. The denomination is moved by two

strong, but contradictory impulses. On the one

hand, as traditionally connected with the Christian

Church and still one of the sects of Protestant

Christendom, it asserts and adheres to the special

authority of Jesus as head of the Church. On

the other hand, having its birth as a denomination

in a new and emphatic assertion of the rights of

human reason and the principle of free inquiry, it

is inwardly impelled (and still more strongly as

the years go on) in the direction of complete men-

tal liberty. The presence and conflicting action of

these two impulses have been forcibly illustrated

in the history of the Constitution of the National

Conference, with its successive amendments and

reamendments, as the one or the other of the im-

pulses has gained temporary ascendency.

back to first principles,-doing nowwhat, perhaps,

not a few persons, in the light of history, have

come to see might have been safely done, as it was

the just thing to do, when the Conference was

organized. Some of the wisest heads among the

older Unitarians, remembering the emphasis which

Unitarianism had placed on mental liberty, saw

then that this was the fair and just course,-as,

notably, Dr. Dewey,whose letters published since

his death show him to have thought and said at

the time that "no language should have been re-

tained in the Preamble which both parties could

not agree to. What they [the young men]

asked was reasonable." And again : "The Con-

ference iswrong. If it expects the young men to

act with it, it should adopt a platform on which

they can conscientiously and comfortably stand."

And here let itbe said andclearly understood that

the minority have never asked or thought of ask-

tional Conference was formed by regularly accred-

ited delegates representing the Unitarian churches ;

and it planted itself on a Constitution that became

henceforth the voice of the churches, taking part

in it by appointed delegates. In effect, it was the

same as if the delegates at each meeting of the

Conference affixed their names to the Constitution,

since it was the organic lawby which alone they

were empowered to act as constituent parts of the

Conference. It became, therefore, a question of

serious moment what was said in this Constitu-

tion. And when the radical members of the Con-

ference and of the Unitarian denomination saw

that in the Preamble, which is a component part

of the Constitution, there were expressions affirm-

ing the Lordship and Kingship of Jesus, and also

his special divine Sonship, they could but turn

away in earnest protest, or, if they remained,could

only accept the Constitution under which they

acted with mental reservations. Henceforth, they❘ing that their special theological views should be

could not have mental peace in the Conference.

Nor have the successive amendments which have

been passed to meet their difficulty brought the

needed relief to their consciences. In some cases,

. ..

put into the Constitution in lieu of those of the

majority. They would be content-nay, they de-

sire-that the Constitution should be as colorless in

respect to beliefs which may be dear to them

individually as they ask that it should be in re-

spect to beliefs which the majority mayhold dear.

All that they ask for is equality, fairness, justice

to all. The Constitution of the National Unita-

It was between these two principles-the author- ❘ the spirit of fellowship, the strong desire not to

ity of Jesus and absolute freedom of thought- break old associations, and a disposition gener-

that the issue was made at the meeting when the❘ously to trust the future for relief, have overcome

Conference was organized in 1865; and it was conscientious scruples, and temporarily silenced

these two principles that came again into the

closer and more decisive contest at Syracuse, in

1866. On this latter occasion, it was made clearly

manifest that it was the fear of appearing to re-

move Jesus from his place of authority as head of

the Church which was the strongest operating

motive for adhering to the Constitution as it was.

And it is these two principles that are still at

issue in the Unitarian body. Around these, all the

conflicts centre. It is to be regarded as a contest

between conscientious convictions on both sides.

There is, doubtless, among Unitarians a strong

and conscientious adhesion to the Christian name,

to the special and distinctive authority of the

Christian religion, and to the belief that Jesus was

a being of perfect character, if not perfect knowl-

edge, an example not to be questioned, and the

providentially appointed leader for humanity.

And there is as little doubt that there is among

them a strong and conscientious adhesion to the

principle of free inquiry as one of the most sacred

rights of man, as announced by Dr. Channing

with such absolute emphasis in his address at the

dedication of Divinity Hall. The conservatives

of the denomination do not allow that there is

any antagonism between these two principles, and

somehow try to reconcile them in their own con-

sciousness, though I remember seeing no argu-

ment successfully leading to that result. The rad-

icals of the denomination affirm a necessary and

logical antagonism between the two principles,

and maintain that authority, in the ecclesiastical

sense of the word, can no more attach to Jesus

than to the Church or to the Bible, where the

principle of rational criticism is allowed full sway.

The conflict between these two principles,

though always existing in Unitarianism, was re-

vealed more clearly to the denominational con-

sciousness by the formation of the National Con-

ference. Previous to that time there had been no

such general representative body in the denomi-

nation,-no organization at all that was authorized

to speak for the churches. There had been only

associations of individual Unitarians and mass con-

ventions. The individual associations one need

the expression of them; but, nevertheless, the❘rian Conference need not in the least determine

inner protest has remained.

Nor, in my judgment, does it suffice to declare

that these theological phrases are only expressions

of the view of the majority, and not to be regarded

as "an authoritative test of Unitarianism"; that

they were not intended as a creed, but are only

the natural language to indicate that the Unita-

rian body is a branch of the Christian Church ;

that they have a variety of meanings, and maybe

interpreted in a merely metaphorical sense ; and

that, especially, they were not used for the purpose

of excluding any one from the Conference who

wishes to work with it, and has confidence in its

practical aims. The facts none the less remain

that some persons are excluded by them; that a

considerable number of persons, who have been

educated in the Unitarian communion or have

come to have certain natural affiliations with it,

cannot rationally and conscientiously use these

phrases as common appellations of Jesus, even in

a metaphorical sense; that these persons were, or

still are, invited to the Conference as eligible, on

equal terms with others, to its membership, but,

on entering, find that the majority have inserted

in the Constitution theological beliefs which they

cannot accept, thereby violating the terms of

equality in the fundamental conditions of mem-

bership; that, moreover, the tenacious insistence

with which these theological phrases have been

retained in the Constitution is proof that they

may be properly interpreted as defining even the

"purposes and practical aims" of the Conference,

and as placing upon its "work" certain theological

limitations.

not join, if there was anything in theirconstitu-

tions or proceedings which he did not like, and

still he might remain aUnitarian in good stand-

ing. At the conventions there was no common

statement calling for subscription. But the Na-

For these reasons, the methods hitherto adopted

for meeting the protest of the dissentient minority

have not reached the root of the trouble. Is there

any method that will reach and remove that root ?

In my opinion, there is none except the method

which will sweep away from the Constitution all

those theological phrases that have aroused the

protest, free the Preamble and Articles from every

fragment of dogma which may even have the
guise of a creed, recognize the unlimited right of

free inquiry, and place the members as regards

each other on conditions of perfect equality, the

majority no more than the minority expecting to

have their theological beliefs expressed in the

organic law of the body. This would be going

the beliefs which any individual member may

himself hold or maydeem most important to be

uttered and urged in his own work.

And now, assuming that the Conference really

desires to effect a reconciliation between these

divergent minds or parties of which I have been

speaking, let us turn to consider the special ways

possible for reaching this end. Does some one

ask whether the substitute for the Preamble and

First Article, which was offered and contended for

by the minority at the second session of the Con-

ference, would now satisfy those who then labored

for it? That proposed amendment, in brief, in-

cluded a definition of the object of Christianity as

"the universal diffusion of love, righteousness, and

truth" ; a declaration that "common creeds or

statements of faith" are a hindrance to the "per-

fect freedom of thought, which is at once the right

and the duty of every human being" ; and the

expression of a purpose to make the Conference an

"organization for practical Christian work, based

rather on unity of spirit than on uniformity of

belief." And the name of the Conference was to

be changed to "The National Conference of Uni-

tarian and Independent Churches," not, however,

apparently, from an objection to the word "Chris-

tian" in the present name, but with a view to

including some societies not regarded as Unitarian.

The proposed substitute used freely the words

"Christian" and "Christianity," but sought to de-

fine them as synonymous with the aims and spirit

of universal religion, and as entirely consistent

with the purest freedom of thought. But, since

that time, some of us have come to see-brought

to the sight, perhaps, in part by the very resistance

which this amendment encountered that "Chris-

tian" and "Christianity" cannot properly be thus

defined, and we accordingly no longer call our-

selves by the Christian name. To my mind, the

word "Christian," when used in its primary and

proper ecclesiastical sense, carries with it a dog-

matic idea which my reason cannot accept, and,

when used in a general sense to signify certain

high virtues and graces of character, does a real

injustice to other religions, under which I observe

that these samevirtues andgraces of character are

nurtured. The word"Christian," therefore, to-day

seems to me to stand in the way of that large and

free religious fellowship and of that progress of
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mankind toward practical brotherhood which, to

my mind, are the finest features in the religious

aspirations and trend of the modern world. Hence,

the amendment proposed in 1866, or any equiva-

lent of it, would not satisfy my conscience now;

and I presume there are others in the same posi-

tion with me.

chance to make themselves heard and a fair field

for vindicating themselves to the rational judg-

ment of the world. On its face, therefore, this

plan seems hospitable, equitable, and just; and,

if offered, I see not now why the radicals might

not consistently accept it. Under it, as I under-

stand, the Twenty-eighth Congregational Society

in Boston, the Free Congregational Society of

Florence, the Free Religious Society of Provi-

dence, and even the Societies for Ethical Culture,

should they desire to join the Conference, would

be freely welcomed as equal members; and, if

the Conference shall thus amend its Constitution,

it may be rightly expected that the practical

meaning of the amendment will be shown by

invitations to these societies to send delegates to

the Conference. Indeed, this plan might possibly

be open to the charge of liability to too lax a free-

dom,-adanger, however, which might be guarded

against by the Committee on Fellowship being

empowered to consider, not the creed, but the

character of societies that might ask for admis-

sion to the membership of the Conference, just as

it now satisfies itself with regard to the good char-

acter of ministers seeking tocome into the Unita-

rian ministry from other denominations.

Another proposed remedy is, or might be, to

strike off the Preamble, and put nothing in its

place, striking off also the supplementary Articles

IX. and X., which have been added as commen-

tary on the Preamble; to leave out the conjunctive

therefore which connects the Preamble with Arti-

cle I.; to make some changes, perhaps, in the

wording of that Article; and thus to put the Con-

ference on a purely "business" basis, expressive

merely of a purpose to stimulate the societies thus

connected together to more earnest and effective

work in behalf of the interests which they have

at heart. Unless this proposition contemplates

considerable change in the First Article,-making,

for instance, some substitution for the word

"Christian," which now occurs three times in it,

and givingto the Conference anewname in part,

-itwould be open to the same objection as the

amendment just discussed : the Conference would

be defined and bounded by the Christian name,

and some persons who cannot conscientiously take

that name would be debarred from membership,

though, as concerns other conditions, they would

naturally be included. But let us suppose that

these changes are made, and that the amended

First Article should read something like this : "The

churches and societies, Unitarian and other, here

assembled, unite themselves in a common body,

tobeknown as the American Conference of Uni-

tarian and other Independent Societies, to the end

of energizing and stimulating one another to the

largest exertions in behalf of the important inter-

ests which they have at heart." In harmony with

this amended form, some verbal changes would

be required in the subsequent Articles, so that

such phrases as "our body" and "our churches,"

meaning now the "Unitarian body" and "Unita-

rian churches," mightbe turned to a less sectarian

significance.

have been often violated in act, and however logi-

cally inconsistent with these principlesmay appear

to us certain beliefs which some Unitarians may

attempt to hold with them, yet I suppose it may

be safely said that the Unitarian is not to be

found who would not assert and defend these two

most important principles. Here, then, are cer-

tain things which all Unitarians can sayunitedly,

and might say strongly and gladly together, and

which those "others" who are not, but might be, of

their National Conference, could say sincerely and

heartily with them. Is it not therefore possible

so to insert a statement of these principles into

that cold andcolorless frame of a constitution out-

lined above as togive it breath and life? Try it,

and see the effect. These principles would give

the Constitution a soul. It then might read, as

under my prosaic pen, somewhat like this, though

perhaps some inspired penmanmaycome andgive

to the declaration the ring of a new rallying-cry

for human progress :-

"The churches and societies, Unitarian and

other, here assembled, reserving to themselves the

right to hold and proclaim such other religious

principles and beliefs as mayseem to them indi-

vidually to be reasonable and true, but agreeing

together that Freedom of Thought is a sacred and

inalienable right of the human mind, and that

True Character is of vastly higher moment than

any uniformity of creed, do hereby unite themselves

in a commonbody to be known as theAmerican

Conference of Unitarian and other Independent

Societies,to the end of energizing and stimulating

one another to the largest exertions in behalf of

the important interests which they have at heart

for the promotion of righteousness and truth."

Brothers of the Unitarian household and fellow-

ship, brothers of the scattered radical army, tent-

ing in the open field, are we not, on that plat-

form, one?

CORRESPONDENCE .

UNITARIAN CREEDS .

Editors of The Index:-

Ihave read with interest your article on "Unita-

rian Creeds" and Mr. Gannett's letter. As facts and

truth can never harm, I will give you also my expe-

rience and view .

With several others, I suffer from the vagueness

and "paleness" of Unitarian affirmations. They give

to our fellowship a "broadness" and "long stretch"

which make one feel very, very lonely in it. I

speak only for one.

But, whatever might be the advantages of this

plan, is there not still a more excellent way? Fair

and equitable as it may be, treating all members,

parties, and opinions in the Conference (or having

any natural relation to it) alike, the plan, it is

evident, leaves the Constitution not only as color-

less, but as cold as a marble statue. Ought such a

document, which might tell a great message to the

world,have only the bare formality of a business

contract? The individual societies and members,

it is true, would animate it with those vital inter-

ests which they themselves, at any time, have at

heart. But is there nothing which they might say

also heartily together and all the time through the

Constitution, which is the very basis and bond of

their associated action? It would seem as if there

must be some such community of thought or feel-

ing or spirit, else would they never have been

drawn together at all. The Constitution, accord-

ing to this plan, would give no light as to what

the Unitarian movement means, or toward what it

aims, to persons who knew nothing of it already.

Such a paper should, if possible, tell to all the

world the story of its own meaning, as the Decla-

ration of Independence has told to mankind for

the last century the meaning of these United

States. Now, I believe that there are certain prin-

ciples-not theological beliefs, but certain intel-

lectual principles, having a most important bear-

ing upon questions of belief and upon questions of

life-which all Unitarian societies and people and

all those others, too, those radicals who are not

now of the Unitarian Conference, but might be

of it,-profess to hold as fundamental conditions

of all belief and all religious organizations, and

could say unitedly together. There are two such

fundamental principles : first, freedom of thought

is an inherent and inalienable right of the human

mind; second, uprightness of character is an aim

in life that has precedence over all theological

creeds. Whatever else Unitarianism maymean to

any of its adherents, whatever beliefs and histori-

cal antecedents it may signify to any minds, and

however important such minds may deem it to

hold and urge these beliefs, and however variant

may be the theological positions which are to be

found in the Unitarian ranks, I think that all

Unitarians without exception profess to hold, and

have so professed for years, these two principles,—

freedom of thought, and character before creed.

Though, as some of us mayperhaps now be think-

ing, these principles, professed by the lip, may

This plan, clearly, has certain signal advan-

tages. It avoids the points on which there might

arise a difference of opinion, or a difference in

the expression of opinion,which is often a harder

thing to get over than a difference of opinion.

It contains no dogma, and says nothing about

creeds or statements of faith, either for or against.

I see not why the most extreme rationalist and

radical, if he believes in any such organization at

all, could not subscribe to anything that is here

expressed. Nor do I see that there is anything

here to which the most conservative Unitarian

could not subscribe, provided that he is ready for

all that that phrase "and other"-"Unitarian and

other"-implies ; namely, that the Conference is not

tobe limited by the Christian name andboundary.

And that he is ready for this is our present hypoth-

esis. This plan, moreover, does not propose to

settle in the Conference any of the questions at

issue between the different and conflicting parties.

It establishes no principle save that of the equal

freedom of all members from any constitutional

creed or statements of theology. It leaves all

questions as to the meaning of Unitarianism, the

meaning and character of Christianity, modes of

religious service, the rank of Jesus, the authority

of his teachings, etc., to the individual churches ;

and this is in accordwith the idea of the Congre-

gational system of ecclesiastical administration

which is held among Unitarians of all shadesof

belief, the autonomy of the individual society,-

while it gives to all beliefs and opinions an equal

Yet there are good reasons for this. We are a set

of men who feel that the "kingdom of heaven is at

hand," that it is "within us." But no one among

us has had his "hand in it," or brought it clear out :

hence all the vagueness. We all feel it there, but

do not agree as to just what it is or how it is to be

brought about. Yet, in spite of all indefiniteness, this

is a strong bond of union. How strong the differ-

ences our conflicting beliefs and spirits-it yet, in our

loose organization, keeps heartily together-measure !

Each one of us probably has his definite views of

"the kingdom" and "the way" ; but he knows he

does not stand in the full truth, but only loves it

and believes he sees it. Hence, his fellowship must

naturally be with those who love it and believe they

see it, even though our views conflict as day and

night. The indefiniteness is deplorable, indeed,-but

only the fault of the period, not of the men,-and

has this kernel of hope and good in it, that it proves

the sincerity and the calmness of our men. Unitari-

anism will never stand for "blind" assertions nor

everbe the victim of hypocritical illusions. If in deep,

sad earnestness and humility we all toil on our own

ways, we must be led unto "all truth."

My view of Unitarianism is this : -

1. It stands for belief in morality and religion of

some form. So do "orthodox" churches in and out

of Christianity, and sodo Free ReligiousAssociations;

but
1
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2. It differs from all orthodox churches by making

religion a direct and personal matter between myself

and God, now and here, without leading me by

crooked ways up or down space or time. It stands

for religion as the consciousness of ever-binding obli-

gation and all-filling sanctity ; or, to express it in

good old Bible phraseology, "God made not 'this'

covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who

are all ofus here alive this day."

3. Itdistinguishes itself from all Free ReligiousAsso-

ciations by (perhaps, unconsciously, often) recognizing

the truth and obligation in natural historical growths.

It does not attempt to begin as if man was created

yesterday, but to work on where our fathers left off,

recognizing our obligation to our historical and geo-

graphical position, forgetting or denying which is, to

mymind, the greatest mistake of all Free Religious

Associations. It has faith in the divine growths in

humanity rather than in human constructions. It

stands practically, as against "Free Religion," for

evolution, while, as against "orthodox religion," for

"freedom." It does cling to natural growth and

to historical foundations, only building farther on

the"foundation which is laid," instead of trying to

uproot it, with you. Thus, we keep within the or-

ganic religious growths, have roots, and, therefore,

hope ofhaving flowers and fruits.

Here and there, individuals drop off from the

Unitarian body into either of the two bordering

"abysses," "Free Religion" or "Orthodoxy" ; but I

think others also will feel that Unitarianism as a

thing men did not make, nor can unmake, is the

thing thus "limited." And, when we do come down

to this, we do enjoy fellowship of spirit, calmly

standing on the foundation laid, glorying in the work

of the fathers, assimilating "all of good the past has

had," yet in gladness communing with God here and

now, soul to soul, and turning to the future with a

hope that makes our hearts sing.

Thusmuch for unity,now for our differences . Allow

me to give one illustration of these by giving briefly

my own personal, cherished faith. I hope The Index

does not make "free thought" and "anti-Christian-

ity" synonymous; that it will not deny the name of

"free thinker" to such as by free, fearless thought

have arrived at pure "old" Christianity.

1. I think Mr. Gannett's statement, that our "su-

preme" idea is "ethics and the great faith it leads

to," injurious. My "supreme" idea it certainly is

not : it is my "germinal" idea; but it has led to a

faith far higher (I hope) than Mr. Gannett's "great

faith." That "great faith" I would rather call the

yet unopen seed of true religion. Let it grow, and

the "supreme" crowning idea will be (has been to

me) the "Fatherhood of God." "Faith in the moral

order of the universe,"-out of it grew to me faith

in the great, good Orderer of the universe, the great

"Shepherd," whose eye is on all and each. "Faith

in all-ruling righteousness" developed in me into

faith inGod, my Father, who so loves me that he has

givenme the spirit of "an only son."

2. In Jesus, I see the type of the "Son of God," up

towhich, with God's help, I hope also to grow.

3. In the Bible, I see the human, remarkably

perfect record of the "ways of God" with a

nation which for fifteen centuries , at least, В.С.

held the essence of religion, the kernel of all true

faith (at first, just that "great faith" of Mr. Gan-

nett's), and out of which at last came Jesus, the reve-

lation of the human spirit as "Son of God," and

through him a new spiritual kingdom. Call it nat-

ural or supernatural, revelation or evolution , I do

not care. The fact is that "out of Zion God hath

shined" also on me.

The Bible to me is the record of the evolution of

the highest character and religion. Wherefore, I, for

my own part, protest against Mr. Gannett's state-

ment that "it is poor logic, poor taste, and faint-

heartedness" that makes so many ministers use only

the Bible in the pulpit. Sometimes, perhaps; but,

sometimes, it is good logic,good taste, and the cour-

age (highly needed) of conviction.

4. Ideem it waste of time to discuss of immortality

or its hold upon us. I believe in it. "God is my

Father, and I shall not die." "I know that my re-

deemer liveth."

5. I believe in "free thought," but would empha-

size"thought." In "free thoughtlessness," or super-

ficial, blind rejection of all but what at first glance

seems"reasonable," often misnamed "free thought,"

I do not believe, but think it "the curse" of our

present time. Where there is earnestness, reverence,

and humility, free thought and Christianity will

never differ but in words.

6. Finally, I believe in "words" and "names" which

concisely and clearly express what we believe, feel,

love, will, and try to do. The word "Christian" thus

expresses my highest ambition and all myconviction,

and all my daily endeavors and aspirations. To be-

lieve and feel as Jesus did, to possess his spirit, to

"put on Christ, " is my aim ; though to say it sounds

like a rebuke, so far, far ahead is it from the actual .

Godhelpme thereunto, and be with us all.

Yours for God and man,

H. TAMBS LYCHE.

SCIENTIFIC MATERIALISM.

Editors of The Index:-

One of the saddest articles that has appeared in The

Index was that one from the pen of William Lloyd

Garrison in last week's issue. To me, it was one

great moan over the glories that have departed; and

the cry of the Israelites in the wilderness came again

to my ears, "Why have ye brought us up out of the

land of Egypt to perish in this wilderness ?" and

the voice of Tom Hood comes with it, and there was

always a moan in that to me,-"I'm further off from

heaventhan when I was a boy."

Isympathize heartily with the writer as he thinks

of the old hymn tunes and the holy associations, the

pious reverence for God's house, the sacred memo-

ries of the long ago ; but it strikes me that this is

sadly out of harmony with the truth that has come

"to light every man that cometh into the world" in

our country to-day, for the scientific materialism is

not what Mr. Garrison seems to think it is . For it is

not " animalism that is encouraged by materialism,"

but, on the contrary, a sound, scientific education

gives us the solid rock on which to build good char-

acter; and nineteen centuries of Christian teaching

have done but little for the world in which we live

in that direction, because the ultimate result of teach-

ing that which is not true is bound to be immoral .

And every doctrine must be weighed in the balance

of truth to-day, and we are bound to accept every

theory on its merits; and we may fearlessly resolve

thatwe will teach our children "the truth, the whole

truth, and nothing but the truth," confident that the

ultimate result of so doing will be beneficial and

moral.

The scientific materialism of to-day has no "mud

flats" : its associations are not the "wine cup" and

the "tobacco habit. " Those may be associated with

the iconoclastic ignorance of the fool who "has said

in his heart there is no God"; but that materialism

which is carrying away the Christian's God on its

resistless bosom lifts the hearts of men away from the

meannesses of earth, and opens unto them books of

miracle and shows them wonders far surpassing the

crashing walls of Jericho or the divided waters of

Jordan,-wonders and glories of which the prophets

of old never dreamed. We lose Joshua and his sta-

tionary sun, but we find Copernicus and the revolv-

ing world. We miss Genesis and the story of creation;

but, instead, we have the marvels of Darwinism, of

evolution, and the gain is great. John of Patmos has

given place to John Tyndall; and the "beast with

eyes in its horns" is fading out along with all the

old balderdash with which so many generations have

been poisoned. And now a true spirit of inquiry is

growing up, and the awe and reverence of the rising

generation are excited by the wonders of the world in

which we live. The telescope and the microscope are

taking the place of the pulpit and the "eye of faith" ;

and, to the world growing up about us,"the heavens

declare the glory" of the human mind, the immensity

of space, the shortness of life, and the sternness of

the law that only the truly good can be happy. For

in the world of science there is no evading the law

that "whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also

reap." We cannot shift the burden of our sins on

to innocent shoulders : "every man shall bear his

own burden." And so we see in a scientific ma-

terialism the seeds of that good time coming, when

"Man andmanthe world o'er

Will brothers be for a' that."

And the power and strength of the true scientific

materialism may be gathered from the slowness of its

growth.

The mushroom springs up in a night, but passes

away almost as rapidly. The oak-tree grows slowly,

sinks its roots deeply, but endures through the cen-

turies. So with materialism. Almost three centuries

have passed away since Bruno died for a scientific

truth; and the scholars of Boston moan,"Past days

were better than these." Never! The world never

was better than it is to-day, and I heartily indorse an

oldhymn we sang when I was a boy:-

"We are living, we are dwelling

Inagrand, an awful time,

Inanageon ages telling

To be living is sublime."

Let us teach our children these things .

PETER ANNET.

FREE TRADE vs. PROTECTION.

Editors of The Index:-

In your issue of April 16, your protectionist con-

tributor replies to my criticisms. It will be seenby

reference to my note, published in The Index of

January 8, that it was not there claimed that, by

the introduction of free trade,no industries would be

injured, but that the ruinous competition could not

be extended, as he suggested, so as to destroy all of

the industries of the "unprotected" country; that, on

the other hand, losses in one directionwould be ac-

companied by gains in another. This conclusionwas

based upon the principle which he explicitly recog-

nizes in his second communication (April 16): that,

"if you wish to buy, you must sometimes consent to

sell to have something to buy with." He rejects,

however, the converse proposition that, "if you wish

to sell, you must consent to buy," and insists that

"we should be able to sell our cotton and corn to

Great Britain, even though we made every thread of

our cotton and woollen goods, all our hardware and

pottery, without buying from any one a single cent's

worth of either." Does he mean "without buying

from any one a single cent's worth of anything" ?

What, then, are we to receive for our corn and

cotton ? Money ? Suppose "British gold" to be in-

exhaustible. What do we want of it ? We have an

abundance of our own to serve as a medium of ex-

change. Beyond that point, we should be simply

importing it as merchandise. We should be selling

corn and cotton, and buying gold. That is, we should

be accumulating a large stock of a commoditywhose

possession is by no means capable of making the

largest possible contribution to national prosperity,-

acommodity, moreover, which we ourselves produce,

and which therefore, according to the beneficent sys-

tem of protectionism, other nations should bede-

barred from intruding upon us. Nothing could more

happily point Mr. Fiske's reference to the mediæval-

ism of the miscalled "protectionist" system than this

illustration of the fact that its advocates have not yet

outgrown the "mercantile" fallacy that wealth con-

sists exclusively of money. One other point your

contributor makes very clear: "A fisherman drops

his hook, baited with a worm, among a school of

fishes, " etc. The fish insists upon selling itself to

the angler at the beggarly price of a morsel of bait.

Its conduct is nearly identical with that charged

against the British manufacturer. It is obvious that

such competition would be ruinous to the food-pro-

ducing enterprises of the fisherman, and that there

are therefore needed rigid prohibitory game laws for

the protection of the man.
HENRY DOTY MAXSON.

WHITEWATER, WIS. , April, 1885.

THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM SEEN IN OHIO.

Editors of The Index :-

The following paragraph recently appeared in one

ofour country newspapers, and I send it to The Index

as a specimen of "religious instruction" which is

occasionally attempted by the country press : -

The Star of the East that led the good shepherds to the

manger in Bethlehem to behold the new-born]King of the

Jews, nearlynineteen hundred years ago, cannow be seen

in the eastern sky in the morning from 6 o'clock till 8.

It is the brightest at 6.30 now; but, as it will only remain

in sight till the 29th inst. , it will appear earlier in the

night, as time advances. This is its sixth appearance to

the inhabitants of this earth since the birth of Christ,

appearing only once in every three hundred and fourteen

years. This star was unknown before the birth of Christ,

no record having ever been made of it bynoted astrono-

mers before that date.

The boldness of the writer in bringing this old

myth out into the light could hardly be surpassed.

The"star" referred to is no doubt the planetVenus,
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which was the morning star at the time the para-

graph appeared. I know several persons who be-

lieved the statements contained in the paragraph,

and who actually got up in the early morning to

take a look at this wonderfulstar ofBethlehem.

DAVID O'KEY.

WOODSFIELD, OHIO, April 28, 1885.

TAXING LEGACIES .

Editors of The Index :-

NewYork, as will be seen by the item below, has

proposed a tax which will seem a peculiarly light

burden to those that pay it. The only question is

whether any similar steps might be taken with advan-

tage in regard to direct inheritance :-

ALBANY, N.Y. , April 30.

The legislature has passed a bill imposing a tax of 5

per cent. on all collateral inheritances and bequests of

over $500. It is expected this will bring $1,000,000 annu-

ally into the state treasury.

F. M. H.

THE OLD THEOLOGY VERIFIED.

Editors of The Index:-

How can earnest seekers after truth fail to become

confused and even discouraged at the present entan-

glement of theological beliefs or creeds ? All minis-

ters-teachers and leaders of the people-take the

Bible for their text-book, and also claim to be pre-

pared for their avocation through the grace of God.

But what are we to think when one minister finds

that the Bible teaches that the gratification of the

senses is not pleasing to God, and another, appar-

ently equally earnest, finds it is pleasing to God;

when one understands God to be one person only,

and another understands him to be three persons in

one; when one teaches eternal punishment, and an-

other universal salvation; when one teaches that

Jesus was the Son of God (a part of Infinity), and an-

other that he was both the Son of God and the Son

ofman(a part of Spirit and a part of matter); when

one understands that he was preferred by God and

endowed with a superior power by him, and another

understands that God is no respecter of persons, and

that Jesus was simply a moral man; when one pro-

fesses to know that the miracles recorded in the

Scriptures are true, and another to know that they

are allegorical ; when one teaches the resurrection of

the flesh, and another the destruction of materiality

and the resurrection of the soul ?

The foregoing beliefs, and many more equally con-

tradictory, constitute the foundation of what is

termed Christianity, or Religion. It would certainly

appear as though each denomination had a God of

their own, else but one can be correct, and the others

must have read the Scripture to their own destruc-

tion.

The Bible, if it be truth, cannot be contradictory ;

and, as so many contradictory doctrines are taught

from it, it is proof sufficient that either the book is of

no value or else that it is not understood aright. Dr.

E. J. Arens, in his work entitled Old Theology for the

Healing of the Sick, which, by the way, is not in ac-

cordance with the so-called Christian science theory,

-claims that the Bible is the truth, and is without a

contradiction from the first chapter of Genesis to the

last chapter ofRevelation; that the truth it teaches is

ademonstrable truth, which can be as clearly under-

stood and demonstrated as can the principle of math-

ematics; that its demonstration is the destruction of

sin, sickness, and death; and that the demonstration,

like that of mathematics, will be in direct ratioto the

correct understanding. He furthermore claims that

he is able to impart this understanding to others, and

that they can, through it, heal the sick. Now, there

aremany earnest seekers after truth who are not sat-

isfied with theoretical Christianity, which ends where

it begins, and which at best is but speculation. No

doubt, too, they have all, in their vain attempt to

reach the truth, investigated many a humbug, and,

itmaybe, also spent many a dollar thereon.

This writer challenges all, regardless of their creeds

or doctrines, to meet him, not in a spirit of contro-

versy, but rather one of investigation; and he feels

confident that he can convince them that he has the

truth. Of one thing we may be sure; namely, he

thinks he is right, for no man likes to be weighed in

the balance, at his own request, and found want-

ing. Would it not be well to give Dr. Arens what he

would consider a fair opportunity to expound his

theory before a select company of our best minds ?

True, it may be ahumbug; but there is also a chance

that itmay not. And can we, who are notbound by

creeds, and who are, therefore, free to acknowledge

thatwe have not a satisfactory solution of the prob-

lem of life, afford to lose an opportunity of gaining

one? Neither need our theologians be afraid, for the

very Scripture which they advocate teaches that the

elect cannot be deceived; and, indeed, it must be a

marvellous charlatanry that can deceive those who

have withstood the fire of modern theology to the

present time. And, if onthe otherhand it be truth,

let usby all means have it.

BOOK NOTICES .

Β. Τ. Α.

ELEMENTS OF UNIVERSAL HISTORY. For Higher In-

stitutes in Republics, and for Self-instruction. By

Prof. H. M. Cottinger, A.M. Boston: Charles H.

Whiting, 32 Bromfield Street.

Prof. Cottinger, inhis preface to this work, explains

that, in preparing this condensed history, he had two

special aims in view,-"to communicate to scholars

those events which every well-educated man of our

age ought to know, and to aid, with the concurrence

of historical facts, in forming their moral character

and sense of right. The States and events in which

the ideas of right appear most perfectly realized are,

therefore, chiefly considered. Both the ancient and

modern republics belonged to those States." In this

book of three hundred and thirty-six pages, the facts

of history are necessarily much condensed; but the

authorhas facilitated the assimilation of them by the

student in several ways: first, by dividing them into

ten great periods from the "beginning of historical

certainty" to the present time, and subdividing those

periods into chapters, and the chapters into sections

with appropriate descriptive headings. Foot-notes to

each page contain questions pertinent to the chief

historical events narrated on the page, and aid the

reader to summarize them in order. An exercise at

the close of each period described is also given to be

written out, "to enable the scholar the better to work

up the contents of the history, to grasp more rapidly

the events, and to remember more easily the chrono-

logical dates." A condensed chronological table is

appended to the work, a chapter is devoted in each

period to the history of civilization during that

period. Prof. Cottinger, who is the author of several

educational works, of which the Youth's Liberal Guide

is perhaps the best known to our readers, has evi-

dently bestowed much time, study, and conscientious

labor on this work, and in its compilation has, he

says, consulted the best and most recent authorities

on the histories of the countries considered. The

work is written in a pleasant narrative style, en-

livened by occasional pertinent anecdotes.

U.

THE BUNTLING BALL. A Græco-American Play.

A Social Satire. New York: Funk & Wagnalls,

10 and 12 Dey Street. 1885. Price, cloth, $1.50;

gilt edge, $2.00.

A certain phase of New York society life is very

crisply caricatured in this rhythmic account of the

absurd possibilities involved in a ball given by some

newly rich people. The satire is perhaps somewhat

overdrawn, and the law of probabilities very much

against such a concatenation of circumstances oс-

curring during one evening; but the versification

is bright, airy, witty, and skilful in its combination

of classical form with modern thought, even when

slangily expressed. Independent of the mystery of

the authorship of this work, said to be written "by

one of the most brilliant and well-known of living

writers," it cannot fail to interest readers on its own

merits. Its plan is unique, its rhythm varied, and the

movement lively. The author's name is for the

present withheld; and the publishers offer $1,000 in

cash to the person or persons who correctly guess it,

the prize to be awarded and announced in thirty days

after the tenth thousand copy is sold from the office

ofpublication. The book is handsomely bound, and

contains 154 pages.
U.

THE Popular Science Monthly for May is an un-

usually good number, being full of articles rich in

thought and information on living questions of the

day. The first paper, "Our Recent Debts to Vivisec-

tion," by William W. Keen, M.D., is a graphic ac-

count of the benefits that have been conferred upon

humanity during the last quarter of a century by

means of experiments on animals. The second arti-

cle, by Prof. W. K. Brooks, is an answer to the

question, "Can Man be modified by Selection ?" Dr.

Max von Pettenkofer's timely papers on "Cholera"

end in this number. "Religion without Dogma," by

Mr. George Iles, is a vigorous protest against the

trammels of theological authority, and for the free-

dom and enlightenment of the religious sentiments.

"Methods of teaching Political Economy," by Prof.

J. Laurence Laughlin, "A Scientific View of the Coal

Question," by G. Gore, and "Training in Ethical Sci-

ence," by Mr. H. H. Curtis, deserve the attention of

all who are interested in the subject of educational

improvement. The present instalment of "The

Chemistry of Cookery" is devoted to vegetarianism,

which Dr. Williams commends on rather novel

grounds. "The Nervous System and Conscious-

ness," by Prof. W. R. Benedict, illustrated, and

"Arctic Exploration and its Object," by Dr. Franz

Boas, are both strong papers; and there is also an

article by Prof. Tyndall, describing "Pasteur's Re-

searches in Germ Life." An article, treating of the

antiquity of man, under the title of "A Very Old

Master," followed by a sketch of M. Pierre Berthelot ,

closes the body of the number. "Illiteracy as aSource

of National Danger" and "ATest of Philosophy" are

discussed in the "Editor's Table" ; while twentypages

of "Literary Notices and Popular Miscellany" give

room for a large variety in these departments.

THE Bay State Monthly for April is an exceptionally

interesting number. It opens with a biographical

sketch of Hon. C. C. Coffin ("Carleton"), which is ac-

companied by an excellent and life-like portrait of

that genial writer. Sketches of Col. John B. Clarke,

of the Manchester Mirror, and of Denman Thompson

are also given, the former with a fine portrait.

George H. Wood writes of "National Banks," George

W. Hopps of "The Clayton-Bulwer Treaty vs. Mon-

roe Doctrine. " "Old Dorchester" is the subject of an

historical article by Charles M. Barrows; Rev. Anson

Titus describes "The Wedding in Ye Days Lang

Syne"; and the serial story of colonial life, by Fran-

ces C. Sparhawk, grows in interest. A unique feat-

ure of the number is an article giving in the French

language the very favorable impressions of a French-

man in regard to Concord, N.H.

THE April number of the Revue de Belgique con-

tains a rather lively account, supposed to be written

in 1985, of the conquest of India in 1886 by a Russian

army aided by another Sepoy rebellion. Bismarck

is imagined as assisting in dismembering the British

Empire. Ireland is turned into a German princi-

pality, England becomes a republic, Canada joins

the United States, but is eventually taken from us

by Russia. The twenty-first century will see the

Czar enthroned over all Europe, and civilization a

second time conquered by barbarism. Other articles

speak of the new State on the Congo, possible re-

forms of criminal jurisprudence in Belgium, and the

customs of modern Egypt. Alexandria, with its for-

est of masts planted on the verge of the desert, is

said to look like a bunch of needles sticking out of a

yellow pincushion.

THE RISE OF INTELLECTUAL LIBERTY

FROM THALES TO COPERNICUS.

By FREDERICK MAY HOLLAND,

Author of The Reign of the Stoics. Price $3.50.

The author of this book has chosen a magnificent sub-

ject; and, although it is formidable in extent and much of

it involved in obscurity, and all of it complicated with

great questions of history and humanprogress, hehas yet
been able to throw much new light upon that liberalization

of thought which went very unsteadily forward during
twenty-twohundred years, before the great modernmove-

ment of the development for intellectual liberty. The

work is a delineation of tendencies, a series of sketches of

the great minds who at different times and under varied

circumstances, and with unequal effect, have struck for

independence of thought, a presentation of the counter-

forces that have antagonized intellectual liberty, and an
account of the working of all those larger agencies which

have in different degrees hindered or promoted freedom

andindependence of thought. Without having subjected

thework to critical scrutiny, we are much impressed by

the evidence it shows of extensive and conscientious

labor, the freshness and interest of its chief subject-mat-

ter, the untrammelled treatment of the subject, and the

vigor of the portrayal of that long and agonizing conflict

withbigotry and intolerance, religious and political,public

and private, which is the price of our modern liberty of

thinking.-Popular ScienceMonthly.

The volume shows remarkable research, keen powers of

analysis and comparison, close reasoning, and fairness of

judgment. It willbe found an invaluable help to the stu-
dent, who will be glad to learn that the author contem-

plates asecond volume, which will bring the subject down

tothe time of the French Revolution.-Boston Transcript.

For sale at THE INDEX office, 44 Boylston Street, Boston,

Mass.
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Book for every

woman. AliceB.

Stockham, M. D.

TOKOLOGY UNITY CHURCH-DOOR PULPIT. J. HART & CO.; "FREIDENKER. "A COMPLETE CUIDE.

Sold Little

20,000 litthe popularWork ACENTS

thehands of a girl or woman." E. M. HALE, M. D.
the market. "The very best book to put into

Cloth, postpaid $2.00 ; Morocco, $2.50. Circulars Free.

Sanitary Pub. Co., 159 La Salle St., Chicago, III .

AGENTS WANTED for

Twenty Years of Congress,

1861-1881,

by James G. Blaine.

Hon. J. S. Wise of Va, says:

"Whoever takes it up, no matter

whetherhebeMr. Blaine'sfriend

orenemy, willneverput it down

untilhehas read the whole."

Agentsmake from $200 to
$1000permonth. Address,
The Henry Bill Pub. Co.,

Norwich, Conn.

H. T. MARSHALL'S

PATENT

ADJUSTABLE

LACE

CONGRESS

MARSH
ALL'S

PAT.
MAY 13,188

4
.

Is easily adjusted to fit any instep or ankie at

any time, and will not uncomfortably draw

the ankle, like ordinary congress. It has the
stylish appearance of a lace boot and all the

convenienceofanycongress inputting on or
off the foot. Marshall's Pat. Pat'd May13,
1884, woven in the front strap or stamped on

the shank of each shoe. If your dealer does
notkeep them, send postal for directions how
togetthem to the Patentee and Manufacturer

ofMen's, Boys' , and Youth's Fine Boots and

Shoes. Tennis Shoe for Ladies and Gents a
specialty. H. T. MARSHALL,

BROCKTON, MASS.

TO CAPITALISTS.

For Investments or Loans, write to

J. M. LINDLEY,

REAL ESTATE AGENT,

BOZEMAN, MOΝΤΑΝΑ.

2,000

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-

called"TwelveGreatPictures of the World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;

Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; AS-

sumption of the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans-

figuration, RAPHAEL; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL; HolyNight, CORREGGIO ; Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-

scentfromtheCross, RUBENS ; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.40; or

anyoneormoreat 20 cts. each (with Cata-
loguewhendesired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455JacksonStreet, Milwaukee, Wis.

Fine Cabinet Photographs

Charles Darwin,

Prof. Huxley,

OF

Prof. Tyndall,

John Fiske,

R. W. Emerson,

Herbert Spencer,

H. W. Longfellow,

Charles Sumner,

Wendell Phillips,

W. L. Garrison,

Theodore Parker,

Geo, Jacob Holyoake,

Felix Adler,

M. J. Savage,

F. E. Abbot,

Frances Power Cobbe,

0. W. Holmes,

J. G. Whittier,

Geo. Wm. Curtis,

are for sale at this office at 50 cents each,
and will be sent by mail to any address on

receipt of price.

Address THE INDEX,

44Boylston St., Boston, Mass.

The second year of the "CHURCH-DOOR

PULPIT" beganApril 1. Theseries oftwenty
sermons differ from last year's two

respects. Four numbers will be devoted

respectively to

Channing, Parker, Emerson, Martineau,

giving ascore or two of what in each writer

may be called his "Gospel Passages." If

onewould learn in short space for what the

four great prophets of our Liberal Faith
stand,let him read these numbers, and keep

them onhand to give a friend.

Inthreemore numbers, the subjects

"God, " " Miracles, " " The Bible,"

willbe respectively treated in extracts from

several writers. Each of these three pam-
phlets will be, as itwere, ahandful of short
liberal tracts on its special subject.

Theother thirteen numbers will probably

besingle sermons from as manypreachers,-

preachers ranging in their thought from

Liberal Orthodoxy to the Society for Eth-

ical Culture; most of them finding ahome,

therefore, under the Unitarian name. So

far as those invited have been heard from

and decided on, the list, alphabetically

arranged, stands now:-

FelixAdler,

C.A. Bartol,

Phillips Brooks,

John W. Chadwick,

Rowland Connor,

T. W. Higginson ,

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa.

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points in Europe. Agency

for the American Line of Steamers.

SITUATION AS TEACHER WANTED.

Agraduate of Harvard would like a sit-

uation as teacher, in which independent

thought and honest speech would not be
dangerous. For particulars and references,

address M. , INDEX office.

RELIGIO - PHILOSOPHICAL

JOURNAL.

Established in 1865.

Freedom,Culture, and Prosperityforall !

(Organof the Freethinkers of NorthAmer-

ica, of the Union of Radicals, and the

NorthAmerican Turmerbund.)

Editor, C. Hermann Boppe.

TERMS , PER ANNUM, IN ADVANCE :

UNITED STATES AND CANADA:

Freidenker.

Turnerische Ausgabe des Freidenker
(Amerikanische Turnzertung) .

EUROPE :

Freidenker..

Turnerische Ausgabe des Freidenker

(Amerikanische Turnzeitung) .

$2.50

3.00

$3.00

3.50

Sample copies sent, on application, free of

charge.

In this weekly,which is now in the thir-

teenthyear of its existence, political, social,

A Paper for all who Sincerely and and religious matters are discussedwith a

Intelligently Seek Truth with-

out regard to Sect or Party.

Washington Gladden, proportion of the leading authorities on

John C. Learned,

Andrew P. Peabody,

Minot J. Savage,

JohnSnyder,

S.H. Sonneschein.

The hope is that Liberal churches, West

and East, will catch the newchurch-habit,
to regularly and freely furnish forth a table

or shelf near the door with such pamphlets,
first for home reading and then for lending
and mailing, each reader becoming his own

missionary society for whatever he finds
worthy.
Each church that subscribes $25 for a

block of fifty copies and uses them thor-

oughly through individual readers, as here

suggested, besides any good done in its own

homes, sends out twenty times fifty, or one

thousand tracts a year, to spread the Lib-

eral Faith, a little mission well worth add-

ing regularly to church-life.

The JOURNAL, in the estimation of a large

Spiritualism, stands pre-eminent as a fear-

less,independent, judicially fair advocate of
Spiritualism. It has received more general

notice, and more frequent andhigher com-

mendations from intelligent sources, regard-

lessof sect or party, than any other Spirit-

ualist or liberal paper ever published: the
records will confirm this.

The JOURNAL is uncompromisingly com-

mitted to the Scientific Method in its treat-
ment of the Phenomena of Spiritualism,

being fully assured that this is the only safe
ground on which to stand.
The JOURNAL is unsectarian, non-parti-

san,thoroughly independent,never neutral,
wholly free from cliques and clans.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION :

One Copy One Year,

One Copy Six Months,

$2.50

$1.25

Specimen Copy Sent Free.

Address all and communications to

view general enlightenment andprogress.

TheAmerikanische Turnzeitung is especially

devoted to the discussion of topics pertain-

ing to physical culture and matters of in-

terest to lovers of the gymnastical art.

Since Jan. 1, 1885, the Freidenker has been

enlarged, thus furnishing CONSIDERABLY

MORE READING MATTER, while the PRICE
REMAINS THE SAME AS BEFORE.

For the convenience of those of ourread-

ers who are chiefly interested in matters

relating to gymnastics, the Freidenker and

its former supplement, the Turnzeitung,
have been into one paper,

calledAmerikanische Turnzeitung, withthe

sub-heading, "Turnerische Ausgabe des
Freidenker."This paper contains more reading matter
than furnished byboth the Freidenker and

Turnzeitung heretofore. Inmaking these

changes,thepublishers have incurredgreat
expense; andwe therefore solicit thehearty

co-operation of all friends of the cause in

securing for the Freidenker and the Ameri-

kanische Turnzeitungawidercirculation.

We also publish

inachaseries of JNO. C. BUNDY, Chicago, Ill., "Erziehungsblaetter,"
twentypamphlets asisheredescribed prom-

ises good pocket and post-office preaching

at once send in their subscriptions for the

comingyear?

Single subscription for the year, twenty

numbers, $1.00.

Block subscriptions for ten or more copies

to oneaddress,fifty cents each copy.

Send to C. H. KËRR,

UNITY OFFICE, 135 WabashAve.,

Chicago, III .

THE INVESTIGATOR.

Published everyweek at the Paine Memo

rial, Appleton Street,Boston, Mass.

Volume Fifty-second.

Price $3.00 per annum; 75 cts. for three

months to trial subscribers.

The INVESTIGATOR, as heretofore or since

its first commencement upward of half a
century ago, is devoted to the welfare, im-

provement, and happiness of men and
womenhere and now, in this world, the

onlyworld ofwhich there is anypositive or
demonstrated knowledge. This is the IN-

VESTIGATOR'S basis of ac on, and the best

exertions of its manages will always be
used to render it a free and independent

journal devoted to the development and

promotion of genuine Liberalism, or Uni-

versalMental Liberty, Free Thought, Free

Inquiry, Free Speech, and a Free Press.

T

JOSIAH P. MENDUM,

PAINE MEMORIAL BUILDING,

Appleton St., Boston, Mass.

madCornell UnivLib

THE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

tising public is respectfully solicited for

THE INDEX. Though the paper must not be

held sible for any statements made

nt will be honestlyby pages in en-

tire Jaracter and

principroo 3174F Improper or

"blind" advertisem
hack adver-

tisements, and all advertisements believed

to be fraudulent or unjust to any one, will

be excluded from these columns.

ADVERTISING RATES .

For 1 to12 Insertions,

" 13 " 25

"26" 51

"52

"

"

"

" "

10c. per line.

8c.

6c.

бс. " "

Onhalf-column advertisements, a discount

of10percent. will be made; on full-column
advertisements, a discount of 25 per cent.

On all advertisements for which cash is

paid in advance, a further discount of 25per
tcent. on theota above calculated, will,

bemade.

Publisher and Editor.

PUBLICATIONS

OF THE

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION.

fuer Schule und Haus.

ALiberal German EducationalMonthly.

(Organ of the German-American Teachers'

Association.)

Editor:

MAXIMILIAN GROSSMANN, Milwaukee, Wis.

Associate Editors:

H. H. FICK, Chicago, III.

H. SCHURICHT, Chicago, III.

Freedomand Fellowship in Religion.

Avolume of ten essays upon speculative

and practical problems of religion, by

D.A.Wasson, Samuel Longfellow, Samuel
Johnson, John Weiss, W. J. Potter, F. E. 16large quarto pages, with four-page cover.

Abbot, O. B. Frothingham, J. W. Chad-

wick, T. W. Higginson, and Mrs. E. D.

Cheney, and extracts from Addresses by

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Lucretia Mott,
Robert Dale Owen, Dr. Bartol, Wendell

Phillips, RabbiWise,Horace Seaver, A. В.

Alcott, Lucy Stone, Charles H. Malcom,

JuliaWard Howe, and others, all given

ontheplatformof the Free Religious As-
sociation. Price(reduced)$1.50.

Reports of. Annual Conventions of

Free Religious Association, from

Terms : $2.12 per annum, in advance.

" Freidenker-Almanach "

FOR THE YEAR 1885.

1

The almanac, which is now in the eighth

yearof its existence, is devoted to theprop-
agation of free-thought principles. Price

25cents.

1872 to 1879 inclusive. These contain es- "Amerikanischer Turnerkalender
says and addresses by the various dis-

tinguished men and women who have

spoken on the Free Religious platform,

together with yearly reports of the Exec-
utive Committee. 10cts. each.

TRACTS .

I. Taxation of Church Property, by
James Parton. 5 cts.; ten, 30 cts.;

onehundred, $1.50.

II. The Bible and Science, by John Weiss.

III. The Sympathy of Religions , by T. W.

Higginson. Enlarged edition.

IV. Transcendentalism, by Theodore

Parker. Never before published.

V. The Public School Question, as under-

stood by a Catholic American citi-

zen(Bishop McQuaid) and by a Lib-

eral American citizen (F. E. Abbot).

FOR THE YEAR 1885.

"

This annual, which is now published for

the sixth time, is principally intended to

promote the culture of gymnastics, and is

pervaded by a thoroughly liberal spirit.

Price25 cents.

Crders for all kinds of books promptly

filled. Radical and Freethought Publica-

tions a specialty.

Address all ordersto

FREIDENKER PUBLISHING CO. ,

470 East Water St. ,

MILWAUKEE, WIS.

THE FREETHINKERS' MAGAZINE.

H. L. GREEN, Editor and Publisher.

SALAMANCA, N.Y.

VI. How Shall We Keep Sunday? An An-

swer in Four Parts: 1. Sunday in the

Bible. 2. Sunday in Church History.

3. Sundayinthe Massachusetts Laws.

4. The Workingman's Sunday. ByCharlesK. Whipple, MinotJ. Savage, Published bi-monthly. Single copies, 25

Charles E. Pratt, andWm. C. Gan- cents. $1.50peryear. The lastnumber out
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CURRENT TOPIOS.

BY B. F. U.

COL. J. C. BUNDY, editor of the Religio-Philo-

sophical Journal, who has been in this city several

days, has had a consultation with the committee

of the American Psychical Research Society on

"mediumistic phenomena" ; and he speaks in terms

of praise of the judicial fairness and scientific

method and spirit of the several members of the

committee. Col. Bundy admits that there is an

enormous amount of trickery and fraud practised

by mediums; but he is confident that there are

also genuine spiritual manifestations, and these

he desires to see subjected to scientific scrutiny.

REV. DAVID SWING is reported saying that

suffrage in this country should be "limited to men

having $500 worth of property." The Herald of

this city comments as follows : "A dollar cannot

be trusted to vote any more than a man. Some

voters who have a large amount of money are the

least interested in good government, while many

voters whose worldly possessions are little or noth-

ing cast their ballots with the greatest intelligence

and conscientiousness. Prof. Swing is reminded

that his limitation would have ruled out Ben

Franklin in his earlydays, and disfranchised Gen.

Grant when the war broke out. A plutocracy is

alien to a republic."

tence must be relied on by the partyclaiming to

have been defrauded as true."

REV. PHOTIUS FISKE, for many years a chap-

lain in the United States Navy, and still on the

retired list, is much interested in liberal thought,

to the advancement of which he contributes gen-

erously. From the Investigator, we learn that, at

a recent meeting of the directors of the Paine

Memorial Corporation, "Mr. Fiske was present,

and said that he wished to give the corporation

$1,000, and that he would do this by taking stock

forthat sum, and making it over to the directors

and their successors, to be held by them in trust,

that the dividends should be used in carrying on

liberal meetings in the Paine Memorial Build-

ing." "By this arrangement," says the Investiga-

tor, "the debt upon the building will be reduced

$1,000, and the directors placed in a position

whereby a beginning can be made toward sustain-

ing meetings of a character suitable to the institu-

tion founded in honor of Thomas Paine. "

A CHINAMAN, in a speech at San Francisco a

few days ago, said this country "sends millions

of dollars to China to prepare her people for the

kingdom of heaven, but refuses them a home in

the United States." The reason is evident. The
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SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

fied, but the value of a blue coat to the manwho

wishes to move in polite society must not be lost

sight of. Now, Japan does want to move in the

polite society of nations, and should, therefore,

don the blue coat of Christianity. It is by no

means necessary, the writer explains, that the

majority of Japanese should become Christians .

Far from it : one in every hundred will be suffi-

cient, and all that is necessary is the assumption

of a title of a Christian country. The Japanese

must change their professed belief, and wear a re-

ligious dress uniform with that of the nations

with whom they wish to associate. By professed

belief, the manifesto candidly adds, is meant what

the Japanese profess to believe, apart from the

question of what they really believe to be true

doctrine. "Assume a religion, if you have it not,"

is apparently the motto of some of the Liberals in

NewJapan.

THE Inter-Ocean, second in ability to no Chicago

daily, in reply to a statement of the Louisville

Courier Journal that the New York Free Trade

Club and the Massachusetts Tariff Reform Asso-

ciation have failed to induce representatives of

protection to meet Prof. Sumner, of Yale College,

in debate on the tariff, says : "The Inter- Ocean

people of this country, of the Pacific coast espe- | does not hold that oral debate is the best or most

cially, would rather have Chinamen go to the

kingdom of heaven than come to the United

States. The Chinaman in San Francisco fails to

see that in this country things temporal and

things eternal are kept distinct and separate. The

former are of practical, the latter of theoretical

interest. Not only do we, when we choose, refuse

a home to people we are ready to prepare for

heavenly mansions, but, not unfrequently, we

have those who take charge of spiritual matters

carefully labor with individuals, preparing them

for their new homes, and then send them thither

at the end of a rope. The assurance of their

spiritual advisers of their fitness for the kingdom

of heaven is accepted with satisfaction, but it

does not change our opinion as to their unfitness

to remain on earth. When the Chinaman whose

words are above quoted has lived in this country

awhile longer, he will understand these matters.

ACCORDING to the Pall Mall Budget, Japan just

now presents a singular phase of the Church and

State question. A few months ago, it says,

the Japanese disestablished and disendowed their

ancient faiths; and already there is a movement

among the advanced Liberals in the country to

adopt Christianity as the State religion on politi-

cal grounds. A manifesto issued in one of the

leading journals of Tokio puts the question in a

very naked light. Religion, it says, is one of the

garments of a nation; and the prevailing color of

that particular garment at present is the hue

known as Christianity. Calling the latter for

convenience blue, and Buddhism russet-brown, it

finds that while the man who shuns the society

of his fellows wears the latter, blue is the fashion.

able color. It would be unprofitable to discuss

which is the better of the two: that is of no con-

Мотт, а medium, whose performances have

during the past dozen years made hundreds of

converts to Spiritualism, and who has been tried

at Kansas City-where he had been exposed by

means of aniline dye-for obtaining money under

false pretences, has been discharged by the court,

on the ground that the complainants were not

deceived by Mott's claims, that they paid their

money to expose a humbug, and not for the pur-

pose of seeing spirits. At the same time, the

judge says that the complainants "demonstrated

beyond the possibility of doubt that the de-

fendant was a fraud." The decision was based

on a quotation from a previous decision found in

American criminal reports, that "the false pre- | sequence. Brownmaybe more sedate and digni-

exhaustive means of correcting errors or removing

ignorance concerning the operation of tariffs. But

it will take pains to see that no competent free-

trader, nor any free-trader whose profession or

occupation is such as to cause it to be generally

assumed among free-traders that he is competent

to discuss the question on the rostrum, is denied

an opportunity to do so for want of an antago-

nist. " Prof. V. B. Denslow, tariff editor of the

Inter-Ocean, debated the tariff question with Prof.

Sumner in Cleveland, before four thousand people.

As to the merits of the debate, there was, of

course, a difference of opinion. Both speakers

showed thorough acquaintance with the subject and

much skill in argument. Manyregardedthe debate

as a complete protectionist triumph. A renewal of

the debate in New Haven was urgedby Prof. Sum-

ner's students; but the request, it is stated, was

declined. "It is idle and false to say, therefore,"

the Inter- Ocean remarks, "that Prof. Sumner does

not know where he can get an antagonistto dis-

cuss the tariff question. He knows perfectly well

that, if the New York Free Trade Club sends an

invitation to the same person who debated with

him at Cleveland, it will be accepted." Prof.

Denslow debated the tariff question with Prof.

Perry, of Williams College, before the Brooklyn

Revenue Reform Club; and the debate was ad-

mitted by all to be very able and instructive.

We suggest that the Massachusetts Tariff Reform

Association invite Prof. Denslow and Prof. Sum-

ner tomeet in joint debate on the tariff question,

in this city, at an early date. Our sympathies are

with free trade, but we should like to see pre-

sented the strongest arguments that can be urged

in favor of the policy of protection, and know of

no speaker or writer who can present them more

ably and forcibly than Prof. Denslow.

۲
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THE ANNUAL MEETING.
For the afternoon meeting, "The Religious As-

pect of Socialism" is to be the subject; and the

main address upon it is to be by a man whose

name and opinions have been under public discus-

sion in this country for the last two years more,

perhaps, than those of any other man of the relig-

ious world, Dr. Heber Newton. But, in New

York, Dr. Newton is as well known for his special

interest in and study of social questions as for

his liberal religious views. He comes to the Free

Religious platform to speak of these social prob-

lems that are pressing to the front of all reform,with

out any hesitation or timidity, knowing well that

his religious views will not thereby be compromised,

however much narrow sectarians may criticise him

for the step. He has proved himself to have no

fear of criticism where matters of conscience are

involved. He would have attended the annual

convention of the Association two years ago, had

he not expected that he might be engaged in an

ecclesiastical trial for heresy at that time. Last

year, again, he wanted to come, apparently almost

asmuch as we wanted him, but was prevented by

an affection of the eyes temporarily disabling him

from work. This year nothing is likely to prevent

his attendance; and we anticipate that there will

be a great desire to hear him, not only in the

afternoon address on Socialism, but in the even-

ing, at the Festival, where he is also to be one of

the speakers.

Again the Free Religious Association gives

notice to its members and the public of its annual

meeting, and presents its mental bill of fare for

Friday of Anniversary Week in Boston. And

seldom has it offered a more attractive programme.

The Index last week, in the Table of Contents, by

some misplacement of a switch, got the Secretary's

call for the meeting under the head of "Book

Notices." But this is not to be taken as a sign

that the record of the Association is finished and

put into abook or that the canon of its revelations

is closed. Doubtless, the ideas it stands forhave

been making progress in the public mind during

the eighteen years since its organization. But,

still, it has a distinctive message to the world: it

still has something to say in Boston, Anniversary

Week, for which no other association or platform

gives opportunity. There will be a variety of

platforms and societies this year, as heretofore,

presenting their claims to public attention,-or-

ganizations for denominational purposes, for social

and philanthropic objects, for moral reforms ; and

not a few of these will interest the constituency of

the Free Religious Association, and present valid

reasons why they should receive the support of all

earnestly liberal minds. But, at the close of them

all, and as, in a sense, the culmination and crown of

all organizations in behalf of human progress, the

Free Religious Association offers its platform,-a

placewherethe deepest and mostsearching problems

of religion itself are thoughtfully discussed, where

thought is untrammelled, where all questions that

concern human welfare are considered from the

highest point of view, where representatives of

all beliefs and all religions are cordially welcomed,

and where an attempt is made to prove that

amid diversity of opinions there may be unity of

spirit, and that perfect liberty of thought is recon-

cilable with the most earnest practical endeavors

to promote righteousness, brotherhood, and truth.

The programme for the Association's meeting

this year well represents the twofold character of

the subjects that specially claim its attention,- ❘ the position, all who know her will at once rec-

the problems of thought and the problems of ac- ognize.

tion; while the evening festival expresses the

spirit of fellowship which the Association also

aims to cultivate. There is, perhaps, no more

incisive question concerning the meaning and

permanence of religion than that which is to be

considered at the morning session,-"Is a Scien-

tific Basis of Religion Possible ?" To a large

section of people who are compelled to accept

science as the criterion in all matters of intellect-

ual belief, it depends on the way in which this

question is answered whether they can believe | "Within this little band thathas gathered here to-

religion to be a permanent possession of mankind

or a superstition destined to pass away. The

Association is fortunate in having secured two

such clear and strong thinkers as Messrs. Savage

and Le Sueur to give their views on this subject.

Mr. Savage needs no introduction to Index readers

nor on the Free Religious platform. No writer

or speaker is more welcomed anywhere than he.

But this, we believe, will be the first time that

Mr. Le Sueur has attended a convention of the

Free Religious Association. But readers of The

Indexwill remember him as several years ago one

of the regular contributors to its columns, and

one who never wrote without having something

good to say, and saying it well. Latterly, he has

been a frequent contributor of thoughtful papers

to the Popular Science Monthly; and, on the theme

uponwhich he is to speak at the annual meeting,

he is thoroughly at home. Whether he and Mr.

Savage will answer the question in the sameway

remains to be seen.

For the names of other speakers at the Festival,

reference must be made to the Secretary's notice.

Some of them are well known on the platform of

the Association, others will be new comers there.

Other arrangements which the committee are mak-

ing for the occasion promise that it will be one of

unusual interest. Mrs. E. D. Cheney, we under-

stand, is to preside at the tables. This is the first

time a woman has taken that position at our meet-

ings; yet what could be more natural and fitting ?

It is expected that woman will be seen at the head

of the table in a private social gathering, and why

not in the correspondingplace at public festivities ?

That Mrs. Cheney will bring dignity and grace to

It is to be hoped that this annual meeting will

bring together a large number of the members

and friends of the Free Religious Association.

sentence quoted as to the manner in which dis-

belief in old theologies comes to thinking women

as to thinking men,-amanner the very reverse of

"rushing," which the dictionaries define as "a vio-

lent motion, or course." It is never a pleasant

thing to any truth-lover to be forced, at the imper-

ative dictate of conscience, to differ from the con-

clusions of the majority. Only the knowledge of

thewell attested fact that most discoveries in truth

havebeenmadeby isolated thinkers, and strength-

ened at first by single converts, makes it possible

for such openly to declare those differences. So it

would be a very unlikely phase of wilfulness which

would cause a sensitive woman of acknowledged

intellectual ability, of thorough acquaintance with

worldly wisdom and the unprofitableness of the

advocacy of unpopular views, to "rush" into openly

declared adhesion toheterodox opinions. Andyet

some women, acknowledged to be among the great-

est of their sex, have, through loyalty to truth,

made such open declaration of doubt in regard to

the theological beliefs which have been unques-

tioningly accepted by their contemporaries. These

are the women the Rev. Mr. Patton accuses of hav-

ing "rushed" into scepticism. Will their life rec-

ords bear him out in this accusation ?

Among those he is reported to have named in

this connection (and,as a preacher of the religion

which made her a martyr to free-thought, should

have blushed to name) was the beautiful daugh-

ter of Theon, of Alexandria, the most learned

mathematician of his day, Hypatia, friend of the

Bishop Synesius, vindicator of free thought and

free speech, who, when Christianity was enjoying

its first triumphs, dared to question its dogmas,

and to teach in preference the philosophy of Plato

and Aristotle. This lovely and learned woman, a

thinker of such acknowledged ability that men of

the highest rank flocked to hear her expositions,

could nothave "rushed" to any conclusions against

even the faith whose disciples did "rush" to put

her to a cruel death because of her heretical opin-

ions and teachings.

Madame Roland was a thinker and student from

childhood, and, as a child, accepted with ardor the

Catholic faith which her beloved mother carefully

inculcated as a necessary part of her education.

When eleven years old, she was sent, at her own

urgent entreaty, to a convent, where for several

Especially is it desired that distant members may❘ years she remained as a pupil, and applied her

give their presence. It is an opportunity for the

renewal of old ties of friendship and the forma-

tion of new ones. Let the cause which has our

intellectual assent have also our hearts. Remem-

ber the two points in Emerson's words closing his

address at the first meeting of the Association :

day should grow friendship. The interests that

grow out of a meeting like this should bind us

with new strength to the old eternal duties."

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

HOW WOMEN HAVE " RUSHED " INTO

SCEPTICISM.

Inan article published in the Woman's Journal

of February 7, Rev. W. W. Patton, President of

the Howard University, defending himself from

criticisms passed on a recent sermon of his on

"Woman and Scepticism," stated that one of the

chief points of that sermon was to show that,

"whenwomen rush into scepticism, they forsake

their best friend and defence,-Jesus Christ and

his gospel."

Mrs. Stanton and others have already amply

shown that "Jesus Christ and his gospel" have

not always proven woman's "best friend and de-

fence" ; and my only purpose in this article is to

help expose averycommon error embodied in the

developing intellectual energies to an enthusiastic

study of the dogmas of Catholicism. She read

with delight the Lives of the Saints, and enter-

tained serious thoughts of taking the veil. To

this early religious fervor, with its accompanying

truth-loving nature, may be ascribed the after

course of careful investigation which finally led

her into a form of Deism, which is expressed in the

invocation she wrote when, in a moment of weak-

ness, she contemplated cheating the cruel guillo-

tine of its prey by committing suicide: "Divinity!

Supreme Being! Spirit of the Universe ! Great

Principle of all I feel great or goodor immortal

within myself! whose existence I believe in, be-

cause I must have emanated from something supe-

rior to that by which I am surrounded, I am

about to reunite myself to thy essence !"

Mary Wollstonecraft's earlier correspondence

shows clearly that she was of a deeply religious

nature, and accepted the teachings of the Prot

estant faith, into which she was born. Her latest

biographer says : "Her belief became broader as

she grew older.... As the years went on and her

knowledge of the world increased, her religion

concerned itself more with conduct and less with

creed. Her belief, such as it was,was wholly

the result of her own desire to solve the problems

of existence and of the world beyond the senses."

...
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Whoever reads the last chapter in her Rights of

Woman cannot fail to be struck with the thought-

ful and even reverent tone of her references to

religion, which show that the few theological

doctrines she had cast aside had been the subjects

of thoughtful study on her part before discarding

them from her theistic faith.

FrancesWright, the inscription onwhose tomb

stone sums up the true story of her unselfish life

in the words, "I havewedded the cause of human

improvement, staked on it my fortune, my reputa-

tion, and my life," and of whom Mrs. Elizabeth

Oakes Smith wrote that "she was grievously as-

persed on every side, and she must have felt to

the core her innate worthiness to bear it as she

the inconsidérate "rushers" into scepticism. From

childhood, her mindwas permeated with religious

ideas; she was eager to do whatever was required

of her by that Unseen Power whom she wished to

love as well as worship "in spirit and in truth."

Her studies in this direction led her outside of

Orthodoxy, but in intellectual fields, whose atmos-

phere is purely devotional andclearly religious.

Although not mentioned in the Patton sermon,

yet certainly included in the list of liberal-minded

womenwhom he thus slurred, belong such names

as Margaret Fuller, whose life motto was, "Be to

the best thou knowest ever true" ; Ernestine L.

Rose, the carefully tutored daughter of a learned

Polish Rabbi ; Lucretia Mott, the gentle-hearted

was, "Truth for authority, and not authority for

truth," and whose memory is an inspiration to

thousands to-day ; Lydia Maria Child, that stead-

fast pleader in behalf of the weak against the

strong, whose cheerful religion, albeit unorthodox,

was yet of the most trustful type; and Eliza-

beth Cady Stanton, whose "rush" into scepticism

was not so swift but that she had time to secure

and carry with her a whole arsenal of intellectual

equipment, sufficient to enable her to defy from

her citadel of unfaith the onslaught of either offi-

cers or canons of the Church. These, with thou-

sands of other less known, but not less earnest

did," is another of those womenwho are accused| Quakeress, heretic, and liberty-lover, whose motto

of "rushing" into scepticism. As an indication

of the method inwhich such "rushing" would be

likely to be done on her part, from a description

in her biography of her girlhood, I quote the

following: "Surrounded at all times by rare and

extensive libraries and commanding whatever

masters she desired, she applied herself by turns

to various branches of science and to the study of

ancient and modern letters and the arts. She was

at an early age surprised at the inability of mas-

ters to answer her questions, which usually turned

upon the nature, origin, and object of the subject

submitted to her attention. Being checked on one

occasion by a deep and shrewd mathematician,

who observed that her questions were dangerous,

she replied, 'Can truth be dangerous ?" "

Harriet Martineau, whose parents were Unita-

rians, and her theology, in consequence, of a mild

type, was yet deeply interested in religious ques-

tions. Even as a child, Milton was a favorite.

She studied Hartley, Locke, and Priestley. Her

earliest published essay was on "Female Writers

of Practical Divinity." Her first book was enti-

tled Devotional Exercises, consisting of Reflections

and Prayers for the Use of Young Persons. It was

after years of careful-yes, and prayerful-study of

religion that Harriet Martineau at length made

her "rush" into scepticism,-a "rush" which, as

she expected, alienated many of the pious friends

who chose to accept unquestioningly the current

religious views of the day.

At fifteen, "George Sand" was sent to a Parisian

convent to finish her education. Here, she became

an enthusiastic religious devotee ; and it was with

difficulty that she was persuaded to give up her

expressed determination to take the vows of a

novitiate and become a religieuse. That her strong

intellect in her more mature years led her to

unorthodox conclusions was not merely because

of her impulsive nature, nor of any tendency to

"rush" into error, but rather, as Margaret Fuller

says, because "she had a desire for truth, as strong

as ever beat in human heart."

The recentlypublished Life and Letters ofGeorge

Eliot reveals distinctly what (in spite of her heter-

odoxy) every thoughtful reader of her books must

feel, that hers was peculiarly and intensely what,

for lack of a better phrase, we call a religious

nature, which, perhaps, may better be defined as

the spirit of aspiration after the highest truth

discoverable. In her girlhood, she was an ardent

church-woman; and it was only after long struggle

and analytic criticism that, at the mandate of con-

science, she declared her changed views,-a dec-

laration which, as she feared would be the case,

antagonized many whom she dearly loved, and

created between them and herself a chasm which

her love and longing vainly tried to bridge over.

Frances Power Cobbe, whose whole life-work

has been ever in the direction of morality and

religion, every page of whose writings glows with

devout, reverent theism, is also accounted among

a protest against the answer of the Jews; at

another point, it was the protest against the

answer of the Church of Rome; at another point,

itwas aprotest against the answer of Trinitarian

theology; andperhaps we might say that its latest

negative work has been aprotest against theology

itself.

And I would admit that this is a necessary

work, as the plough must precede the sowing-time;

necessary in dealing with mature minds. But,

when Radicalism approaches the young, then

should the plough be abandoned, then should the

negative action be exchanged for the positive.

For is not the mind of the child already like the

well-ploughed field, waiting and asking for seed ?

The growth of his body and the development of

his mind have necessarilybeen largely a personal

work with the child: he must eat his bread for

himself, he must study his lesson for himself. But

now he is ready for the radical teacher, be it

mother, friend, or stranger, who shall instruct him

that he is not a solitarybeing in the world, placed

here just for the growth of his own body and the

development of his own mind, but that he has

relations and duties to others that take him out of

the region of selfhood, and make his life one

thread in the weaving of a great and invisible

pattern. Here opens a vast field of positive work

for the radical teacher in the building up of per-

women, who have been forced by the intellectual❘sonal character, in the unfolding and strengthen-

conflicts of this age to think, to question, and to

decide for themselves the query of nearly nineteen

centuries, "What think ye of Christ?" and have

decided in opposition to the views of the majority,

dare, with the strength that comes from earnest con-

viction, to be true to their conscience, and confess

their scepticism while ready to give "a reason for

the faith" that still remains after the dissolution

of their old creeds and dogmas. Everywhere, to-

day, sweet womanly lips are taking up the cry of

stout-hearted Martin Luther, "Hier stehe ich : ich

kann nicht anders. Gott helfe mir. Amen," with

tremulous sound, mayhap, but no less resolutely.

SARA A. UNDERWOOD.

RADICAL WORK FOR THE YOUNG.*

It is not in a controversial spirit that I approach

the subject appointed for the consideration of this

afternoon session. I come to it, not as a citizen

to look at it in a general way as affecting the

State: I come to it in the most personal way,-as a

mother into whose hands has been committed the

direction of a vigorous, thoughtful child. And,

since my thought upon the subject has been invited,

I take the liberty to consider what is the work

which I would ask of Radicalism for this child.

In the care of his body, I look to those who have

studied the laws of health. In the discipline of his

mind, I seek the wisdom of those who have in-

vestigated the laws of mental development. But

it is not enough that he should have a healthy,

shapely body; it is not enough that his mind

should have been harmoniously developed ; for,

when these two things, important as they are,

shall have been accomplished, there still remains

the question, To what end is this strong, symmetri-

cal body, to what end is this disciplined, well-

furnished mind? It is the province of Radicalism

to answer this question. This problem of life and

its significance has been the problem of the race

from the beginning of its career,-the problem of

all religions, the problem that renews itself with

the birth of every child. The first work of Radi-

calism seems always to have been anegative work,

-a protest against the crystallized answer to this

problem. Atone point in history, Radicalism was

*A paper read at Florence, Mass., before the Free

Religious Convention, November, 1884.

ing of the things that make for righteousness .

Truthfulness in speech and action,honesty,justness

toward others, generosity, personal purity, these

things must always be the foundation stones in

character-building. There can be no question

about these things. They must be the fruit of

radical work,-work that goes to the root of things,

-or the work stands self-condemned. History, re-

mote and recent, is rich in lives that exemplify all

these virtues; and biography may be made a most

valuable aid in the development and strengthening

in young people of virtuous character. Let great

and good lives, humble as well as far-reaching

lives, be placed vividly before them, that theymay

say with Longfellow :-

"Oh, though oft depressed and lonely,

All my fears are laid aside,

IfI but remember only

Such as these have lived and died."

"The study of mankind" in biography and his-

tory is one inexhaustible field for radical workers

with young people. For this study may develop

not only the strictly personal moral character, but

builds up as well the character of the citizen.

Having made sure of our foundation of charac-

ter that it is laid deep and strong, our superstruct-

ure gives us more freedom of choice. The world

about us, rocks and flowers and the stars beyond,

invite us to most wholesome study and thought.

Every such avenue of study opened to the young

is an added source of wealth for his future, an

added safeguard against the physical temptations

that surround him, an added source of rest and

consolation for the wearisome and sorrowful hours

that must come.

The study of art, whether it be in the field of

the painter, the sculptor, the musician, or the poet,

-having first made our foundations sure,-prom-

ises those graces of character that so sweeten and

beautify all ourhuman relations. How strong the

instinct of human nature is for these graces is

shown in the attempts at art in the rudest peoples,

the love for decoration in the least developed.

And,when the little baby is placed in our arms,
it is the tender lullaby in simple rhythm that

voices our brooding care; and, when the little one

has outgrown the lullaby, then the nursery rhymes

are his delight, until these giveplace to the stirring
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strains of the Iliad or the sweet melodies of our

ownbeloved poets. These are pointings of nature

which we need not fear to follow. The mind of

the child grounded in truthfulness will as unerr-

ingly gather from the poem its vital truth as the

bee goes straight to the heart of the flower for its

honey. And I might carry the illustration still

farther, and say that, as the brilliancy or perfume

of the flower attracts the bee to its nectary,somay

the rhythm of the poem attract and hold the child

to its vital truth. All that we can do to refine his

tastes, to make coarse and evil things abhorrent to

him, and this may be done without taking from

the strength of the child's character,-is so much

done to armhim against the temptations of young

manhood or womanhood.

Thus far, I believe Ihave not touched debatable

ground; for I think no one would question that,

in the building of character, our foundation must

be the personal virtues, and I think no one would

seriously object to the teaching of science or art as

aids to this work. But, since I am speaking in a

personal way of what, unlimited by consideration

of others, I would have Radicalism do for my

child, I will add that I would have it implant in

the virgin soil of his mind the sustaining, the con-

soling, the all-inspiring faith that the root of all

things is spirit. I would have it impress upon

his willing mind the belief that he has set out

upon an immortal career; that his life is not

merely for to-day or for next week or for next

year, but is forever and ever; that his powers for

getting knowledge are infinite; that his powers

for giving light and strength to others are infinite ;

that it is his high calling to live forever onward

and upward toward the infinite God.

But, since I am only one member of a society

organized for radical work, I feel myself bound to

remember that there are other parents who have

not the faith that is my inspiration, and who

would not wish to have this faith instilled into the

minds of their children. Therefore, I acknowledge

that, when we come to the matter of working

together as a society, we must choose common

ground upon which to work, compromising by

silence upon those points upon which our views

are different. I acknowledge that I have no right

to press upon the children of others teachings

that their parents would not approve; and, in

my own behalf, I have a right to ask that there

shall be no teaching which shall close the mind of

my child against that faith which I would make

the strength ofhis feet, the wings of his soul.

I say we must compromise by silence, for con-

troversy upon disputed subjects of belief is fatal to

the well-being of children. What the storm of

JOHNSON'S " PERSIA."

Mr. Johnson's last work upon Oriental Religions

-Persia-has already been noticed in The Index

in a most careful, thoughtful, and appreciative

paper by Mr. Clifford. But I wish still to add a

word upon this most valuable book. Mr. Froth-

ingham, in his Introduction, describes it as "the

masterpiece of the series" ; and this, to those who

know his other volumes, will be felt as highest

praise.

Mr. Johnson seems in the Persia to have given

us the fruit of his ripest thought and knowledge.

He presents to us in the Iranian faith and, going

farther back, in the Accado-Assyrian and cognate

religions from which Iran drew, as did also the

Hebrew people, the spectacle of races that have

centred their worship upon personal Will as su-

preme reality, and has pointed out very skilfully

what this involved and assures. It is a worship

that has had along and pregnant history in the

past, and to this present dominates largely, al-

most exclusively, in the faith of Christendom.

There is a chapter on symbolism, very instruc-

tive, the theme of all themes, which of itself is

worth many times the price of the book. Then

the relations of Persian or Iranian and Chaldeo-

Assyrian thought and culture to the Hebrew, and

so to the Christian, is handled in a very thorough

and intelligent manner. There is throughout an

affluence of learning, fulness of treatment, free-

dom from prepossession or bias, and a positive, be-

lieving, affirmative spirit, leaving in these regards

nothing to be desired. He has made us all deeply

his debtors by his very thorough studies in this

most important of all fields, the history of the

religious sentiment in its growth and varied ex-

pression, showing withal how all this bears toward

the final accomplishment,-attainment of free, cath-

olic, universal religion.

Mr. Johnson has the perception of a seer and

the utterance of a prophet. There are passages,

many of them, in these writings remarkable for

their sustained elevation,-passages, too, that rise

to heights of commanding eloquence and power.

Take, for example, his chapter upon the cunei-

form monuments, the introductory portion where

he dwells upon the tie, ever vital, that binds us

to the immemorial past. Free as he is to the

marrow of his being, he has no sympathy with

that intellectual Celticism orNihilism whichwould

reject or ignore the historic relation.

"We are products of the past as well as of the

present; we are inherited fuel as well as instant

fire, creatures of tradition as well as of inspiration.

For all inspiration springs from resultant condi-

geologic layer and continental form. "

"Surprise and awe make us poetic and creative ;

we reconstruct old beliefs and repair old defects."

hail andwind is to the garden's tender seedlings, ❘ tions, as the plant is rooted in soil and climate, in

that is controversy to children. Their minds can-

not grasp the question at issue; and they are only

conscious that two sets of people whom they re-

spect equally have serious disagreements, or, to use

their own language, "quarrels," and they are be-

wildered and troubled.

Let us be as tender toward the children as the

gardener is to his seedlings, shining upon them

with all that is lovely and of good report in human

nature, and stimulating them to the use of their

own best powers, but protecting them from the

withering winds of controversy.

It seems to me, then, that Radicalism, working

for the young in societies whose one tenet is toler-

ation, must relegate to the parents the religious

training of their children, and that this leaves

still to Radicalism the field which in the past

religion has so much neglected,-the deep found-

ing of the character upon truthfulness and unself-

ishness and personal purity.

ELIZABETH POWELL BOND.

"Our real knowledge, according to Plato, is 'rem-

iniscence' ; and, surely, our discovery itself is but

recognition. Our enthusiasm and wonder at every

new thought is in finding it already familiar, of

our own race and experience; in feeling at home

in it, as in glad recovery of what had been lost.

What is the charm of history but that the whispers

of one's own genius have come back to him, as with

oceanic roll, from the deeps of humanity ?" (pp. 162,

163.) The decipherment of the cuneiform he pro-

nounces "the mightiest achievement of modern

discovery."

Of like elevation and quickening are his pas-
sages upon the sea, or water, as the mother of the

earth and its life in the old cosmogonies : "Are

not the green islands its offspring, the continents

its heaped sediments, the record of its secular art ?

*Index, Feb. 12, 1885.

Has it not piled the countless layers, its footfalls,

its world-architecture ?"

"Well might we fancy this rippling laughter,

this pulsing rise and fall, this long commingling

and emotion,to be the very quiver of the fecund

life swarming beneath,-a life that foreshadows all

forms elsewhere existing, and has its foretypes of

all strivings toward the human, gracious andhate-

ful, noble andmean."

"How universal the sea! Its shores suggest

what an infinitude of moods, emotions, aspirations,

passions, what stress of resistance and endeavor,

what tones and harmonies ! The very pebbles it

rolls and heaves into barriers to its own march

resound monotonous with the familiar, ever un-

solved mystery of life and death, the cry of whence

and whither that ceases not from man's infancy to

his latest maturity; and all is folded in a deeper

silence and peace, where the mightiest waste of

unrecorded history lays its hand on man's loneli-

ness and fear, with gentle compulsion to trust."

(pp. 245, 246.)

But I have not space here to go into detail.

The entire volume is rich, charged to the brim

with matter, not only of instruction, but manifold

suggestion.

Mr. Haskell's word at the end of the volume-

it was left unfinished through Mr. Johnson's death

in 1882-gives the key-note to the whole work.

"This one," he says, "fully gives by hints and

statements his concluding thought, to him the

fitting and all important result of his studies of

Oriental religions ; namely, the connections be-

tween the religions of personal Will, which found

their culmination in Mohammedanism, and Univer-

sal Religion ; and the natural and necessary evolu-

tion, in connection with scientific thought, of the

worship of personal Will into the worship of cos-

mical substance, order, and law."

This is the destiny sure as the course of the sun.

Christianity and all the special forms of faith are

to pass away ; rather, are to be absorbed, whatever

is of vital and permanent value in them, to be

renewed and glorified in the broad, absolute relig-

ion of a future and not distant day. Thesestudies

are invaluable as preparations for that greatwork

of integration and construction that is to come.

They are prophecy, not only of the history that

shall be written, they are in good degree fulfilment

of the ideal dream.

Mr. Johnson was as much a man in all senses as

he was scholar and thinker. His figure is to me

one of the most heroic and inspiring of our age

and time. His life was one luminous, constant

record of generous self-sacrifice, noble surrender

and endeavor for others. "This man certainly did

not labor for money," says Mr. Frothingham, "for

he was poorer for all he did; nor for fame, of

which he got little or none ; but for truth alone, or

for humanity, which can live only by truth." And

again, "The story of Charles Lamb's heroism

would be paralleled by Samuel Johnson's, if it

all were known." His enthusiasm, so quenchless,

irrepressible, is an amazement to me. How he

should have held on amid all the embarrassments

and discouragements, depressing, disheartening in-

fluences that would have utterly disarmed and

defeated most men, toiling through all the lone,

weary years of unrecognized, unrequited labor,

working for nothing and finding himself,-and

doing such work, too, not only never disheartened,

never relaxing, but serene, assured, sunny, and

ardent in this love to the very last, is a wonder.

Such patience, steadfastness, sublimest hope and

trust, come only to souls of loftiest strain.

Mr. Johnson has given us a precious, priceless

volume, an original and permanent contribution to

the religious history of our race. It should be
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very dear to all lovers of manly independence, fear-

less utterance, strong, clear thinking. All such

will certainly be eager to possess themselves of

and study with utmost care this remarkable book.

CHARLES D. B. MILLS.

MORMONISM.

had its founders been men of advanced thought

and had the new system embodied all the best

and rejected all the worst features of Scriptural

teachings or of the current religious belief. There

would not have been sufficient points of contact

between the old faith and the new with numbers

large enough to form and sustain an organization.

TheMormon leaders, like Mr. Moody,-who, with

out education, original thought, or the gifts of

oratory, attracts large audiences,-gained attention

and made converts by their gross anthropomor-

to the unenlightened mind.

It seems strange that a system of religion

founded in this country in 1830 by two or three

obscure individuals and based upon a romance

written by a Christian preacher, who was born in❘phism and crudeconceptions of the world, adapted

Connecticut and educated at Dartmouth College,

should now number its adherents by hundreds of

thousands and have an organization extending

largely over the globe. But this system, we should

bear inmind, did not come into existence de novo.

All its essential elements were a part of the pop-

ular religious beliefs in the country in which it

appeared, and in the lands in which its converts

have been made.

Rev. Solomon Spaulding's The Manuscript Found

abounded in marvellous stories resembling those

of the Bible, whose antique style its author imi-

tated; and it was filled with the thought of a mind

thoroughly saturated with Jewish and Christian

supernaturalism. Rigdon was a Campbellite

preacher; and Smith, superstitious by inheritance

as well as by education, carried with him a"peep-

stone," and was a victim of the religious revivals

that frequently swept through the country. There

was more or less doubt as to which of the churches

was the true one, and much "agonizing prayer"

that God would make known whether the Metho-

dist, the Baptist, or some other sect was right.

Polygamy, it should be said in justice to Mor-

monism, is not and never was an essential part of

the system; nor was it originally taught by the

founders of Mormonism. It soon became, however,

an essential part of the purpose of the Mormon

leaders, who, for very unspiritual reasons, desired

to establish polygamy, and with Jewish precedents

had nodifficulty in making their ignorant followers

believe that it had been reinstituted by the

authority of Jehovah. The religious belief of the

Mormons contains so much that belongs to an

intellectual and moral stage of development in

which polygamy is regarded as an important

institution that it was easily adopted; and its

speedy extinction would be, if the Mormons could

remain a separate community and escape the influ-

ence of the outside public sentiment, an impossi-

bility.

With the abandonment of polygamy, the general

character of Mormonism is likely to improve ;

and it may yet become one of the respectable

Christian sects. Its essential teachings are the

same as those of all the orthodox churches ; and its

special, distinctive claims to a new revelation and

amodern prophet, gaining strength by age, may

last as long as those of Judaism and Christianity,

out of which it grew and amidst whose adherents

it thrives.

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

The mere announcement of a new revelation was

welcome to many ignorant people, who needed

only a few positive words from the prophet or his

disciples to make them converts to the new re-

ligion. The main doctrines taught were those

they had never questioned ; and their state of mind

predisposed them in favor of a claim which, if

true, would confirm their old faith and answer

their longings for a new revelation which should

settle definitely all disputed questions. It was

easy, therefore, for many to accept the new relig-

ionwhich its founders, from a desire for author-

ity, for leadership, for fame,perhaps, and with that| Parker Memorial Science Class next Sunday (at

dishonesty and cunning which often characterize

abnormally religious minds, presented as a system

of divinely revealed truth.

The new religion was, in fact, the old religion

as interpreted by those who accepted Mormonism,

with the name of a new prophet added and with

a supplementary revelation, written by inspiration

long ago, preserved by Providence, and newly dis-

covered and translated under divine guidance from

the original text. Mormonism was simply a new

twig on the old tree of religion, or a new variety

of the system out of which it grew. It found,

therefore, the environment in which the old system

flourished favorable to its early growth. Had it

been really a new religion, it would have perished

at birth. Rarely does even a new variety (varia-

tion) of religion find a combination of circum-

stances favorable to its development into an

organized system.

Without doubt, Mormonism was a reactionary

movement. The minds from whom it received

its original stamp, who formulated its creed and

established its ecclesiastical polity, were literalists ,

more impressed with the doctrinal portion of the

Bible than with its highest ethical teachings, and

disposed to emphasize the very parts of the Jewish
and Christian system which the more enlightened

Christian sects rejected or ignored. For this very

reason, Mormonism was acceptable to large num-

bers uponwhom it would have made no impression,

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

MR. W. SLOANE KENNEDY will speak for the

12.15 P.M.) on "Some Social Views of Ruskin."

COL. HIGGINSON once remarked that he valued

his military title chieflybecause, to make a place

for it,his othertitle, Reverend, had been rubbed out.

"TWENTY-FIVE SERMONS TWENTY-FIVE

YEARS" is the title of a volume of discourses by

William J. Potter, which will soon appear from

the press of George H. Ellis .

OF

COL. INGERSOLL, in his recent lecture in this

city, stated his agnostic position in the following

terse and vigorous language: "I take this occasion

again to say that on the subject of theology I

know nothing. As to the great question of

whence and where, I know just as little as any

cardinal or any pope who ever lived, and just as

much as all of them put together."

FROM anexchange, we take the following: ""No,"

said the Unitarian, 'our church is not a large de-

nomination, its membership amounts to next to

nothing outside of New England; but for all

that, sir, it is a progressive body, a very progres-

sive body.' 'Yes,' replied the orthodox deacon,

'there's no doubt about its progressiveness. It

has already progressed so far as to eliminate two

persons from the Trinity; and no doubt, before
many years, it will finish what it has begun so

successfully. "

THE Methodist Recorder, referring to the fact

that the receipts fromRev.Joseph Cook's lectures

lately closed in this city were $40 under expenses,

allowing nothing for the lecturer, says, "Had

this occurred in the capital of the Congo country

or in Patagonia, we would not have been surprised

so much; but to hear of this in cultured Boston

sounds rather strange." This leads the Christian

Register to remark : "And yet it ought not to be

strange. The modern Athens, like the ancient

one, is constantly seeking new things. Mr. Cook

belonged for a while to the class of theological

novelties, but he is no longer a novelty.... Mr.

Cook has great power of popular statement, but

Boston has discovered that neither his facts nor

his conclusions are always to be trusted."

At the monthly meeting of the Unitarian Club

in this city recently, Rev. C. W. Wendte, in the

opening address on the question "Why don't Peo-

ple go to Church?" said as reported in one of the

daily papers:

There is also a growing class of people who stay

away from church, because they cannot accept its

articles of faith and teachings. This class is thought-

ful, earnest, and influential, sceptical in regard to the

old traditions, forms, and creeds of the Church, but

not sceptical in regard to truth. In losing these, the

Christian cause is experiencing the most seriousdis-

aster fromwhich it has ever yet suffered. To recover

them, there is but one way, to revise the creeds, re-

shape the forms and institutions of the Church so as

tobring them intoharmony with modern knowledge

and the practical needs of human souls and human

society at the present hour. The signs of the times

indicate that Christendom is undergoing a peaceful

but tremendous revolution in religious philosophy and

belief. We are on the threshold of a great spiritual

crisis,-a crisis as significant and eventful as that

which shook the moral universe when Christianity

was born. The ancient and petty nations of the uni-

verse havedisappeared before the teachings of mod-

ern science. Yet the Church, with blind fatuity,

declines to accept the new philosophy. It is this

which is alienating the minds and hearts of intelli-

gent men, and this which is making the overthrow

or transformation of the Church only a question of

time.

"THE world's hatred of Christ" has been the

subject of countless sermons ; yet what "the

world" hates is not Christ, whose memory is hon-

ored and revered, but religious cant and theologi-

cal fustian repeatedadnauseam in regard to, and in

the name of, Christ. Ordinary preachers are un-

able to distinguish between their absurd theories

and tedious sermonizing about Christ and the

character of the Judean reformer, fairly judged

from the New Testament narrative, subjected to

the ordinary canons of historical criticism. If

Jesus could return to earth, and should reappear

among men to-day, he would probably meet with

a warmer reception among "infidels," who criticise

the reports of his sayings and doings, than among

the orthodox clergy, who talk so much about "the

world's hatred of Christ." There is not an "infi-

del" society that would refuse to give him a hear-

ing: there is not an orthodox pulpit from which

hewould be permitted to speak. When no pulpit

in this city was open to Garrison, he spoke in an

"infidel" hall and from the desk of an "infidel"

lecturer,-that of Abner Kneeland, who was im-

prisoned two months in Leverett Street jail for

blasphemy. Garrison's praise is now in many

churches, because the evil he combated has been

removed, and his labors are acknowledged and

appreciated. His opposition to theological creeds,

if he were with us to-day, would exclude him from

the pulpits of those who talk most about Christ.

Andwhat chance would Jesus have in this gener-

ation to address fashionable orthodox congrega-

tions in Boston or New York, if he should con-

demn established ceremonies and creeds and

current hypocrisies and shams as he condemned

those of his own day ?
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The Profit-maker and the Socialists.

BY VAN BUREN DENSLOW, LL.D.

then is this. Inequality in the distribution of

wealth causes the laws and customs of society,

and these cause inequality in the distribution of

wealth. Mr. Mill's cause is the consequence of its

own effect, and his effect produces its cause.

The fact is that the laws which govern the dis-

tribution of wealth are not only not human, but,

like all natural laws, they are remorselessly in-

human. They are so inhuman that "the opinions

and feelings of the ruling portion of the commu-

nity" have been one unendingproclamation of their

inhumanity. One has but to enter a fashionable

church, where "the opinions and feelings of the

ruling portion of the community" are set forth

with weekly tact and precision, to learn that the

great inequality in the distribution of wealth

ranks either among the profound mysteries or the

palpable iniquities of this imperfect world. Most

statesmen have assumed, as a proposition too self-

evident for argument, that that condition of soci-

ety is happiest where wealth is most equally dis-

tributed, and that a period of the rapid differen-

tiation of society into various grades of wealth is

greatly to be regretted. The pet phrase in which

the politician describes this progress, so as to adapt

his thought to the sentiment of the very great

mass who feel that they do not lead in the race so

nearly as they ought to, is to say that "the rich

are growing richer and the poor poorer." A free

repetition of this shibboleth impresses the aver-

age crowd of the unrich with the notion that the

speaker is a man whose sympathies are universal,

andwhose political economy makes him the friend

of the poor man.

Test this proposition, first, hypothetically. Sup-

pose the whole wealth of the people of the United

States to be divided among the whole people

equally. $54,000,000,000 divided among fifty-four

million persons gives to each person $1,000. No

onehas more, no one less. The division takes no

note of capacity, but only of personality. Nearly

two-thirds of this value consists in each one's

share of the land, which, if made equal in area,

would be forty-three acres ; if made equal in value,

would be about $600 worth. The personal wealth

coming to each over his land would be $400. No

person who has no more than $400 of wealth can

devote it, as society is now organized, to any other

purpose than that of a saved-up fund to guard

against a "rainy day" of illness or loss of work.

Hence, an equal division of the capital of the

country, much of which is now in the form of re-

No branch of the conflicting and chaotic body

of discussion known as political economy, by some

claimed to be already a science, is more crude than

that which professes to treat of the distribution of

wealth, and especially of the inequalities in its dis-

tribution, whereby a few men are the owners of a

wealth so enormous that they are supposed to be

able to make no profitable use of it, while millions

are on the verge of want. Mr. Mill says that,

"while the laws and conditions of the production

of wealth partake of the character of physical

truths," in which there is "nothing optional or arbi-

trary," it "is not so with the distribution of wealth.

That is a matter of human institution solely.... ❘ productive or unconsumable wealth, would convert

The distribution of wealth depends on the laws

and customs of society."

In short, Mr. Mill thinks that, while the produc-

tion of wealth is governed by economic laws as

natural as those which govern any department of

physics, the distribution of wealth is not regulated

byeconomic, but only by parliamentary and judge-

made laws. If legislatures but chose to enact it,

wealth could be divided equally, or it could be

distributed according to honesty, piety, learning,

complexion, personal beauty, or any other required

standard. It would be anticipating our argument

to affirm that, the distribution ofwealth being the

chief means to the production of wealth, to say

that the latter is governed by economic law, but

the former is not, is to say that part of a subject

is exempt from law,but the whole of itobeys law,

which is absurd. Mr. Mill says that "the rules by

which it is determined are what the opinions and

feelings of the ruling portion of the community

make them." Andhow comes there to be a "rul-

ing portion of the community"? Why should

one portion of the community be ruledby another

at all ? Because the portion ruling have wealth,

and the portion ruled is in poverty. The circle

it all into non-productive,but consumable wealth.

Nopersonhaving afund of only $400 could safely

or skilfully invest any portion of it in railways ;

and no railway owned by a vast army of stock-

holders, not one of whom held more than $400 of

stock, could be successfully run. A New York

Central would require at least two hundred thou-

sand stockholders. Not only would all railways,

butallbanks, manufactories, shipping lines, mining

enterprises, in short everything requiring capital

as its basis, would be not merely impaired, it would

be instantly wholly destroyed. All commercial

interchange and association among men would be

not impeded, but paralyzed. Universal equality

would precipitate general but instant annihilation.

Aprosperous country would be wrenched with the

pangs of instant famine. The radically equalized

mob would be surrendering themselves to military

organization, in order that, through that complete

surrender of its liberties which marks the subor-

dination of the soldier, society might again emerge

from social slavery into its present condition of

mutual helpfulness, and therefore of freedom.

Tested hypothetically, therefore, the equal dis-

tribution of wealth would destroy wealth itself,

and with it society, civilization, and that very

human freedom inwhose interest equality in the

distribution of wealth is asked for.

All wealth, when analyzed with reference to the

reason of its distribution, resolves itself into two

forms; namely,consumable wealth, most of which

would be useless for any purpose of reproducing

wealth, and reproductive wealth, most of which is

utterly incapable of being consumed except as it

wears out in the process of producingconsumable

wealth. The former might be called enjoyable

wealth, the latter instrumental or capitalistic

wealth. Food, raiment, shelter, social power,

works of art, entertainment and of instruction,

music, books, pictures, etc., are enjoyable wealth.

Farms, factories, mines, roads and their means of

carriage, ships, shops, stores, banks, machinery,

money, are all reproductive wealth. Mankind are

interested, both from the economic and the hu-

mane point of view, in a distribution of these two

kinds of wealth in exactly opposite ways. Con-

sumable wealth needs to be so distributed that the

capacity of each individual to consume shall be

satisfied. Reproductive wealth needs to be so al-

lotted that mankind shall get its free useon the

most economic terms and at the lowest cost. Are

both these results obtained either absolutely or

proximately? and, if the achievement be proxi-

mate,how near is the proximatework to that per-

fection which should mark the operation of natural

law?

But anterior to these questions lies the question ,

What law of economics is it that causes men to

distribute consumable wealth with any regard at

all to society's aggregate wants? Why should

Chinameninterest themselves incarrying bales of

tea or raw silk on their backs over the mountains,

so that we may enjoy them? Why should this

process of mutual obsequious service to almost an-

tipodal strangers go on all over the world ? Mr.

Jevons has happily illustrated this law, which,

simply stated, is that, owing to the limits on the

consuming capacity of each individual, a decline

in the value of all that he produces over his own

need can only be prevented by his forwarding the

surplus to the person who needs it most, such last-

named need being expressed economically by the

return service such person is willing to render.

Every commodity declines in value in the degree

that it exists in surplus, and advances in value in

the degree that it is brought nearer, or made more

accessible, to the persons by whom it is most

needed. This law of declining and advancing

values is the steam which propels the social mech-

anism. It is the involuntary philanthropic force

which feeds, shelters, clothes, employs, nerves,

stimulates, educates, and governs the world, not

only in all its industries, but in all its charities.

The farmer's wheat is invaluable to him for his

own use to the extent of six bushels per head per

year for the members of his family, and his seed

for the next year. After the quantity which is

consumable by him, the rest has no value what-

ever except as it is marketable,-i.e., as he for-

wards it to the man who needs it most; such

need being indicated economically by the price,-

i.e., the value of the return service he can get for

it. The valueof anything, then, is the quantity

of return service it will buy; and this is not at

all measured, or at least not measuredwith any

economic accuracy by the labor, capital, skill, or

time required to produce it. Rather, value regu

lates the quantity of labor, capital, skill, and

time which will be devoted to produce the thing

to which we attach value. Value, therefore, is the

cause and creator of labor. It is the point toward

which industry tacks and enterprise steers. It is

*Theoryof Political Economy, p. 26, et seq.
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not to be found in the wake of labor, but ahead in

its path. What, then, is the cause of value ? It

iswant combined with the power to relieve want;

it is hunger backed by muscle, taste backed by

capacity, desire to take combined with willing-

ness to give; it is the working and striving being

shaping out the becoming; it is the present stand-

ing ever at the portals of the future. The greater

desirability of thatwhich can be over that which

is, is gain or value, and to so live and steer as to

obtain it is profit. Hence, all profit is found in

relieving want, and all wealth is such only as

it abolishes distress. This want must not come

empty-handed : it must offer the results of its own

effort in exchange for that which it wants. All

that amanhath he will give for his life. All that

he is able to produce will he give, if need be, for

that which he needs to consume. The value of a

product in exchange, therefore, is measured, not

by the cost of its production, but by the consum-

er's need and by the consumer's power to produce.

Double the facility with which clothing can be

made relatively to wheat, and, other things being

equal, twice as much clothing will be exchanged

for a given quantity of wheat. The measure of

the value of the bushel of wheat, therefore, is the

quantity of clothing it will buy, not the labor

whichproduced the wheat.

The law governing values involves endless and

hourly fluctuations, most ofwhich are too infinites-

imal to be noticed. When one is hungry, a meal

has great value. Esau proved this, when he sold

his birthright for it. When one has eaten, a sec-

ondmeal has no value for him; but its value is as

great as ever to the next famished man, and it

will again have value for him in four hours.

time themargin of profit between the two variable

and unknown factors,-cost of production and sell-

ing price. Thirdly, the steady persistence in this

career, withdrawing the smallest possible ratio of

his capital to purposes of consumption and devot-

ing the largest possible ratio off it to production,

with a sure capacity to avoid losses, makes him a

captain of industry,-a Girard, Astor, Stewart,

Vanderbilt, Roache ; a Rothschild, Baring, Pea-

body. All have trodden the same course. Some

who exercise this "value sense" passably well for

atime have not held out, and are wrecked. The

salvage of the wrecks of these insolvents goes to

swell the winnings of those who were not mis-

taken. The law of the profit-maker is that tohim

that can rightly foresee profit,-i.e., can so invest

and combine capital with labor that cost of produc-

tion of that which he produces will be less than the

esteem of the consuming world will induce them

to pay for his product, whether it be railroads or

their shares, raw cotton or cotton goods, the songs

of a prima donna or the sermons of a preacher,

the books of a philosopher or the oysters of a

fisherman, and whether his product be acquired by

him honestly or crookedly, piously or shamefully,

-to such a one profit shall be given; and from

one that cannot so foresee, his capital shall be

taken away, until he ceases to have aught to vent-

ure or work with, but is degraded to the ranks,

reduced to a private in the great army of wage-

workers. Briefly, to him that hath (the sense of

value) values shall be given; and, from him that

hath it not, they will be taken away, even that

which he seemeth to have.

Is this economic law whereby capital tends to

accumulate in the hands of the most shrewd

lutely non-consumable wealth, so far as his own

capacity of use goes. They are therefore availa-

ble only as reproductive capital ; i.e. , so to rent to

others as to leave a margin of difference between

their cost of production and their rental. If this

margin is on the wrong side, the investment is

a loss relatively to the other uses that could have

beenmade of their cost. If the rental is in excess

of expenditure, there is a profit. Obviously, how-

ever, the owner of a thousand houses will keep

them in better repair at a lower rent than the

owner of one. The latter can seek his tenant.

The former must make his houses so desirable

that tenants will seek him. Hirers of houses in

large cities usually hire them from five to ten per

cent. cheaper of the very large landlords than of

the class who own few houses. The greater the

concentration into few hands of the capital in-

vested in shelter anddwellings, the cheaper society

gets its shelter furnished it. In manufacturing,

the supersedure of the home system by the large

factory system, and the attending concentra-

tion of capital incident to such a change, have

reduced the cost of most kinds of goods to a fifth

their former cost. The concentration of the

kerosene oil manufacture in America into the

hands of one monster company, the Standard, has

been fiercely denounced by a community which

purchased its oil at a third of previous prices, and

at a considerably lower rate of cost for the manu-

facture. The concentration of the railways in

America has been attended by a similar decline in

the cost of transportation. A. T. Stewart effected

a vast concentration of capital in merchandising,

but he reduced greatly the profits and losses of

merchandising and the cost of goods. The

greater the concentration of reproductive capital,

the lower will be the rate of compensation it will

be able to exact from society for its use. Thus,

the newsboy having but fifty cents of capital

fares poorly, if he does not earn a hundred per

cent. per day for its use; but, to do this, he runs

ten miles to every fifty cents of capital he turns

When he gets ten dollars of capital, he

would think ten per cent. a day a large profit. As

his capital rises to $100, he would be content with

thirty per cent. a month. Athousand dollars in

trade ought to yield him fifty per cent. per annum,

expanding his occupation into that of a retailer

of books and magazines. With a hundred thou-

sanddollars,he becomes a great publisher, but is

content with twenty-five per cent. per annum. As

a retired capitalist and millionnaire, six per cent.

satisfies him. With fifty millions, he gladly takes

three per cent. on government bonds.

Value rises with desire, and declines with satiety. ❘ profit-makers humane? That is, is it a law whose

It is never quite the same as to two persons, nor

the same as to one person for two successive

moments of time, nor the same at the same mo-

ment in two distant places. The winds and clouds

are not so variable as values. The bloom on the

flower is more permanent. Value is life expend-

ing itself to live. It is heart, blood, muscle, bone,

and nerve exacting counter service from the heart,

blood, muscle, bone, and nerve of others, in the

universal effort to send that of which we have a

surplus to answer another's need.

Out of this variableness of values springs the

fact of profit. Profit is the ever-fluctuating margin

between two factors, one of which can never be

exactly known,-i.e., cost of production, and the

other of which will not remain for two moments

or in two places or as to two persons exactly the

same, namely, price. Loss is thesame margin, on

the wrong side, when cost of production exceeds

price. Working for profit, therefore, is playing

at a game which is governed by law; but the

factors are hidden from sight for the winnings.

Capital, life, honor, and toil, all have to be staked.

The reward is that the profit-maker shall become

owner of the implements of industry, the lands,

mines, railways, ships, banks, factories, stores,

merchandise. The profit-maker will be the em-

ployer-general of labor, the Pharaoh of the wages-

workers, the raker-in of the sunken capitals of

those who have played for the same great stake,

buthave lost. The profit-maker has three graces :

First, before he yet has capital and while he

mustwork for others at wages, he saves. Subdu-

ing appetite, passion, and generosity, and thwart-

ing the cunning of every class that would impose

upon him, whether in the name of enjoyment,

philanthropy, profit, or religion, he insists on

conqueringthe first step toward fortune,-a work-

ing capital. Secondly, this capital he invests not

blindly, but shrewdly; i.e., with a true sense of

where valueswill come to be, so as to achieve every

practical operation tends to secure the most equal

and universal diffusion of consumable or enjoya-

ble wealth among all mankind? If so, then in-

equality in the control of reproductive wealth

tends to produce equality in the enjoyment of

consumable wealth. If so, then the fewer the

men who own and control our railways, and the

larger the capitals massed in them, the cheaper

will crops and goods be carried. We do not say

this good will not be offset by evils, but only that

this good will exist. The larger the capitals

massed in our factories and the smaller the num-

ber of their owners, the cheaper will they manu-

facture. The greater the massing, or "monopoly,"

as some will call it, of money in our banks, the

cheaper will they lend, and so on through the

wholegamut.

Waive for the present the question whether all

interests of society are furthered by massing the

control of reproductive capital into the hands of

a few persons. First ascertain whether any inter-

ests of society, and especially of consumers, are

so furthered, and in what degree. We may, then,

comparethe degree in which the true interests of

society are furthered at some points by this cause

with the possible degree in which they may be

retarded at others.

The function of all reproductive wealth-i.e.,

wealth that earns or makes wealth-must be to

forward all consumable wealth to its consumers

as equally as possible as between consumers,

since only by that means can the owner of re-

productive wealth get a profit out of it. IfAstor

owns a thousand houses, one of these only is, as

to him, consumable wealth; i.e., one only can he

occupy, and only one or two rooms of that. The

other rooms will be occupied by his family, ser-

vants, and guests. The larger he makes his resi-

dence, the more nearly he becomes economically

the proprietor of a servants' boarding-house. But

his nine hundred and ninety-nine houses are abso-

over.

It being a law of capital that the larger its

aggregations, the lower the rate at which society

will enjoy its use; and it being the fact concern-

ing all reproductive capital that it cannot itself be

consumed or enjoyed by its possessor,but can only

be worn out in theprocess of diffusing consumable

wealth to others,-it follows that societyhas a very

great economic interest in the concentration of re

productive wealth into few hands. Again, we re-

mark, this gain may have its set-offs; but we are

now searching for thegainonly. That the greatest

concentration in the ownership of the means is es-

sential to the most economic and equal enjoyment

of the results is shown in all that class of enter-

prises in which the State attempts to render a small

but equal service to a great number of persons,-

say to furnish a city with water in every house or

with gas, or to carry letters to all parts of the

world. Here it either creates amonopoly andvests

it in private hands, or it becomes itself the mo-

nopolist and forbids others to compete with it in

its work. It does so, too, in the interests ofcheap-

ness, because it knows that one postal service for a
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country is cheaper than twenty, and that one water

supply or gas supply for a city is cheaper than ten.

When the State supplies education, money, and cur-

rency, the administration of justice, roads, the sup-

port of the poor, etc. , it, as a rule, bars out compe-

tition more or less completely, and enforces monop

oly in the interest of cheapness. But, what the

State does thus by its conscious will, economic law

-i.e., the workings of ordinary interest and what

we opprobriously term greed-does with an uncon-

scious will, which is stronger and more efficacious

than the State, and binds together by the ties of

commerce those distant peoples between whom

there is no State connection.

Mr. Mill, in his Chapters on Socialism, calls the

attention of workingmen to the fact that all re-

productive capital is in use by the workers them-

selves, and is not, as is usually assumed, in the

possession of the capitalist. He has a claim on it

for profits or dividends, but labor is using it

daily in its work of production. Mr. Mill says :-

Another point, on which there is much misapprehension

on the part of socialists as well as of trades-unionists and

other partisans of labor against capital, relates to the

proportion in which the produce of the country is really

shared, and the amount of what is actually diverted from

thosewho produce it to enrich other persons. When, for

instance, a capitalist invests £20,000 in his business, and

draws from it an income of suppose £2,000 a year, the

common impression is as if he were the beneficial owner

both of the £20,000 and of the £2,000, while the laborers

ownnothing but theirwages. The truth, however, is that

he only obtains the £2,000 on condition of applying no part

of the £20,000 to his own use. He has the legal control

over it, and might squander it, if he chose; but, if he did,

hewouldnot have the £2,000 a year also. For all personal

purposes, they have the capital, and he has the profits ,

which it only yields to him on condition that the capital

itself is employed in satisfying, not his own wants, but

those of laborers .

A truer statement would be that the capitalist

has the control and the profits and losses incident

to the employment of reproductive capital; opera-

tive workers have its loan and use while in opera-

tion; and the customers or purchasers of its prod-

uct, who are nearly equivalent to society at large,

have its services.

"But," says the socialist, "as you cannot prove

that negro slavery was just by showing that it

was economical, that it made cotton, sugar, and

rice cheap, or transformed the imported African

into a civilized American in the course of years

or centuries of plantation tutelage, so you cannot

prove that the dominion of the profit-maker over

the wages-worker is just by proving that it pro-

motes production, increases abundance, or cheapens

goods, nor even by establishing that the capitalist

cannot at the same time have the profits, the use,

and the enjoyment of his capital. What we de-

mand is to get down to the bed-rock of justice,

on which rests the right of the profit-maker to

rule over the laborer, or wages-worker. "

is the killing of the drones among bees or slavery

itself among the ants.

To this the economist replies that the injustice

of slavery itself is subject to modification and

deduction in just the degree that it can be shown

to have occasioned a production of wealth, civili-

zation, and progress in refinement and happiness

which could not have occurred without its aid.

Indeed, such alleged injustice would wholly dis-

appear as a quality of slavery per se, if it be

demonstrable that anterior to the existence of

money with which to pay wages, and of commer-

cial honor with which to maintain co-operation,

slavery is the sole form in which society can be

organized for effective and progressive work. On

this being established, as will probably yet be

done, the wrong of slavery will attach to its

later periods only; and slavery as a primitive type

of organization of labor will be seen to be the

outworking of an unconscious will or involuntary

instinct in man, which is as irresistible and there-

fore as free from moral quality of any kind as

(Conclusion next week .)

For The Index.

VERNAL HYMN TO APOLLO.

(A Glimpse of Old Greek Paganism.)

Followers of the Sage of Samos,*

In the foreworld's purple spring,

To the god of song and gladness

Pæans loud were wont to sing.

Seven-chorded lyre their master

Fashioneddeftly vibrant rung,

And, as glowed their bright libations ,

This perchance the strain they sung:

'Tis the season, OApollo,

Whenfrom mystic sojourn far

Com'st thou, Delphi's steep regaining

In thy swan-drawn, radiant car.

Earth inblossoms breaks to greet thee,

Soars o'erhead the cloudless blue,

Carol birds in every thicket:

We, thy votaries , carol too.

Myrrhine odors from thy temple

Curl aloft in fragrant mist;

Flash the peaks of high Parnassus,

By the rays of morning kissed;

Light of prophecy still streameth

From thy holy mountain shrine ;

Gifts of many-languaged suppliants

There in votive splendor shine.

Priceless , glorious mementoes

Of the past are gleaming there,

While o'erhead the crag-born eagles

Poise themselves in azure air.

Sculptured beauty, that decays not,

Deathless haunts thy templed glen;

Charms, that once could fire the nations,

Still witch there the eyes of men.t

Round thy Sibyl, as her accents

Fate's enigmas dark unfold,

Tributes hoarded through the ages,

Kings' ex-votos blaze in gold.

To thy lofty threshold wafted

Comeperfumes from sea and vale.

Through its flowery gorge, thy river ‡

Shaded runs by olives pale.

On thy sacred steep thou sittest,

God of justice and of light :

Thither countless votaries climbing

Bow inhomage to thy might.

Welcome was thy glad arcival,

Sound of song and lyre was heard,

Dark and bloody rites were banished,

Souls to harmony were stirred.

Pillared fanes and cities rising

Made the earth more lovely seem,

Poet, sculptor, words and marble

Wrought to likeness of his dream.

Genius by thine impulse quickened

Poured itself in Pythian lay;

At thy bidding, truce and quiet

Reigned along each travelledway.

God of shepherds, once you tended

Mortal's flock on pastoral lea,

Atyourhumble service listening

Low of kine and hum of bee.

Garland of the sacred laurel

*Pythagoras.

†There were several votive golden statues at Delphi of

women famed for their loveliness, among others one of the

fair but frail Phryne, the most famous beauty of ancient

Hellas. It was the work of Praxiteles, of solid gold, and

stood on a pillar of Pentelicanmarble. The cynic philoso-

pher, Crates, called it a votive offering of the profligacy of

Greece. Beauty was a sacred attribute in the estimation

of the Greeks, even the beauty of a courtesan.

The river Pleistus, which flowed from the steep of

Delphi through the lovely plain of Cirrha into the sea. Up
the gorge of this river swarmed pilgrims to the shrine of

Apollo.

Thou round victor's brow dost twine.

Healer, lyrist, and soothsayer,

All thy functions are benign.

Quelled by magic of thy harping ,

Darkest passions sink to rest;

Pangs of wild remorse assuaging,

Cleansest thou the guilty breast.

All the festal, glad emotions

At thy bidding wake andglow;

Thus thou giv'st toman, ill-fated,

Respite sweet from care andwoe.

Archer art thou; and thine arrows ,

Raining plagues and vengeance,fly

When injustice crowned andhaughty

Dares affront thydeity.

But thy gentle shafts thou keepest

For thy favorites' release :

Noiseless from thybowstring speed they,

Dipped in dews of sleep and peace..

Thus thy votaries might havehymned thee,

Phoibos , in the long-ago,

When the rays of morning deemedwere

Arrows from thy goldenbow.

Caves and fountains, which you haunted,

Pensive pilgrims, musing, scan:

Nowbut souvenirs in them find they

Of the fancies strange of man,-

Gorgeous dreams and beauteous shadows,

Which to form and feature grew,

And were shrined as gods in temples,

Eremanhis own nature knew.

These a deep hallucination

Real made through centuries long,-

Personal forces, which the reason

Banished has to realm of song.

Of that airy brood, Apollo

Brightest was that fancy feigned.

Lord of light and song and music,

Over Hellas long he reigned.

Like Jehovah on Mount Zion,

He was throned on Phocian Hill.

Shrunk he long since to a shadow,

But Jehovah reigneth still.

CORRESPONDENCE .

B. W. BALL.

CARLYLE THE PEASANT.

Editors of The Index :

The author of the criticism entitled "Carlyle the

Peasant," in one of the January numbers of The

Index, which has just reached us in London, evi-

dentlyhas neglected the study of Hume andHume's

aphorism upon criticism, "No criticism can be in-

structive which descends not to particulars, and is

not full of examples and illustrations ." Had the

writer adhered to Hume's canon, her comments upon

peasant life in Great Britain would have been cor-

roborated by illustrations taken from eminent and

reliable authorities or would have been embellished

by observation founded upon experience. As illus-

trations in her criticism are conspicuous by their

absence, an Englishman can only infer her state-

ments are chiefly derived from pedagogues whose

coloring in writing of peasant life is as illusory as an

highly colored oleograph of the beauteous figures and

harmonious tones of a Raphael from whence it is

taken. No statement can be more erroneous than

thatwhere the writer affirms peasant life, especially

that species of it which affords her the subject of her

criticism, is alienated from the higher and more civi-

lized sections of society. Firstly, history refutes that

the peasantry were wronged and down-trodden in

the past; secondly, history affirms for the past and

living men for the present that the men who have

enlarged man's intellectual horizon and taught the

passions to move at the command of virtue have been

born in amore humble state than Carlyle, videlicet,

Richardson, Burns, Faraday, Dickens.

English city life is being constantly increased and

*An euthanasia, or sudden, painless death,was attrib-
uted by the ancient Greeks to the gentle arrows (agana

belea) of Apollo andDian.
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invigorated by the manly, virtuous peasant's son.

Through such an influx, our social life is rendered

more wholesome, also our intellectual. It is from

the peasantry and the descendants of the class from

whom Carlyle was descended have emanated most

of our illustrious men, notably Shakspere, the su-

premest poet, philosopher, statesman, and delineator

of morals and manners. With such an example, it

were an obvious lack of knowledge to announce the

peasant is debarred by caste from comparing himself

withmany people. Were England Russia, such an

observation might pass unchallenged. Besides hav-

ing the village swain for an associate, Robert Burns

found time to become acquainted with Shakspere and

Addison's Spectators . Since Burns, the facility for

widening as well as increasing similar tastes has been

vastly augmented. Be that as it may, peasant life,

from Robin Hood to our own age, has been an envi-

ous one. To-day, it bears no comparison with the life

of the self-sacrificed slaves who are the bondmen to

Watt and Stephenson's inventions, and who crowd

and demoralize our cities. The peasant's life is

simple and pure. Being so, we owe to the peasant

thepreservation of the Pilgrim's Progress, and notto

the savant, high-born dame or cavalier. Macaulay,

the imperious, arbitrary chief of savantship and

smooth-faced, external respectability, verifies my as-

sertion. Shakspere's eagle eye and potent hand re-

cord, in an age anterior to Bunyan's, that the age is

grown so refined that the toe of the peasant comes

near the heel of the courtier. Also another authority,

Cromwell, demands no more city tipsters be sent

him, being neither good soldiers nor fit companions

for his peasant Ironsides. Were the writer or the

reader to peruse English ballads, the nerve as well

as the mirror of a nation's life, the peasant wouldbe

found to have an inherited instinct to praise his wife.

The systematic kindness of a peasant to his wife is

proverbial. It is to be seen upon her smooth brow,

neat dress, scrupulously clean cottage, and the beau-

tifully trained hedge and floral culture which sur-

round it. To be cruel to a wife, to beat her or to

be faithless to her, arouses the peasantry for miles

around. The offender's effigy is burned, and the

hamlet is paraded for three successive nights by men

beating old pots and kettles. So odious is the offence

and so implacable is the peasant's hatred of cruelty

and vice that the offender has to remove into a dis-

tant district.

Peasant life being as I have enumerated it, it is not

at all perplexing to an Englishman, howsoever it may

be to an American, why Carlyle's antecedents have

notbeen accounted the primal cause of what is termed

his inconsistencies. Beyond having an inherited in-

stinct to praise his wife, it is to Carlyle's immortal

credit that he honored his father and mother, who, if

he speaks of in an infinitude of praise, only confirm

the scholar's eulogy:-

"Far from the madding crowd's ignoble strife,

Their sober wishes never learned to stray."

Instead of his early environment acting as an incubus

upon his career, it preserved him and his energies

from the enervating influence of society which to-day

visits a great man and to-morrow Jumbo, and both

in the same spirit, curiosity. To Carlyle, the age

was out of joint, not because he viewed it through

his ancestors, but because he saw, underlying eti-

quette of the fashionable sort and the much belauded

culture and development, there lurked, actually ex-

isted, envy, malice, and avarice. In such a humor

and with such a belief, Carlyle's conduct is perfectly

consistent both toward the world and his wife, who

having married him, her duty was apparent. In

marrying Carlyle, her calling and election was set-

tled. Being so, her best possible method was to have

endured her lot with a conscious, clear-eyed endur-

ance. But she was differently constituted, being

volatile and emotional, parent qualities of the great-

est of human vagaries. She designates herself a

crotchety creature. Numbers of people love her after

their fashion; but his (Carlyle's) fashion is so differ-

ent from all, and seems alone to suit the crotchety

creature she was. She in no way resembles Cato's

daughter. Cleaning a room or making bread were

quite a minor, insignificant affair to Portia's self-

inflicted wound. Mrs. Carlyle was not a heroine, and

it is useless trying to make her one. She had the

desire of a Boswell; but she had not Boswell's will

patiently to endure her husband's moods and superior

nature, which was not insensible to her subtilty of

language and evenness of manner. His sensibility

and knowledge of the highest feminine characteris-

tics are demonstrated in his portraits of Diderot's

wife, MarieAntoinette, and Madame Roland.

Ultimately, Carlyle, like all great men, will be en-

shrined in fame's palace and inmen's hearts for what

hehas done and for what he can do for them. What

boywho reads and revels in Gulliver's Travels takes

the trouble or cares about knowing of Swift's slow

but sure murder of Vanessa or Stella? Or does the

gazer upon the "Transfiguration" ignore it because

Raphael was connected with La Fornarina ? Because

WrenorAngelo had some common failing, St. Paul's

or St. Peter's is not to be shelved out of existence.

Neither are Carlyle's works, which to the world are

only of interest to it, excepting Lady Sneerwell's

world. Were all great menby all men to pass under

the same crucial analysis as Carlyle, human worth

andheroism would fade into a caput mortuum. The

Rousseaus, the Burnses, the Goethes would entirely

behors de combat. But let us hope criticism will ere-

long follow the bee's example, which goes to the

thistle'sflower, extracts its honey, and heeds not the

thistle's prickly nature. One thing is quite evident:

Carlyle's prose poems, no more than David's sublime

melodies and Solomon's proverbs, can be impugned;

but what pale figures mortally these immortal and

loved ones look beside the moral, self-denying grand-

eurofthe Sage of Chelsea!

WILLIAM LAW.

9 WOBURN PLACE, RUSSELL SQUARE,

LONDON, W.C.

THE SHUT IN SOCIETY.

AClub Membership of Invalids.

Editors of The Index :-

A unique and surprising association called the

"Shut In Society" has been in existence since Jan-

uary, 1877. Its object is to broaden the life of the

invalid. To Mrs. Jennie M. D. Conklin, then Miss

Jennie M. Drinkwater, of New Vernon, New Jersey,

belongs thedistinction of originating the society, and

giving it its name. She was an invalid for three

years, shut in the seclusion of her room, and long-

ing for sympathy and companionship of a kind that

her condition seemed to make impossible. She

wanted some one " to write to, to do good to, and

receive good from," to use her own expression.

Already, she had one such correspondent,-a sweet

little maiden, who was a constant sufferer, rarely

takeninto the sunshine, and whonever walked,-Miss

Sadie S. H. Hewett, of Belleville, New Jersey. But

the pleasure derived from this acquaintance on paper

only made her desire to widen the sphere of her in-

fluence. Through chance, her attention at this time

was attracted by an article in the New York Advocate

and Guardian, entitled "My Invalid Friends," and

signed " Cousin Alice." She at once wrote to the

editor of the Advocate, and obtained the full name

and address of Cousin Alice. A correspondence en-

sued between them that was at once delightful and

mutually profitable. This second invalid friend of

Miss Drinkwater was Miss Alice M. Ball, of Pitts-

field, Mass. Miss L. J. Greer soon after joined the

little circle of invalid friends, which gradually gath-

ered numbers and began to attract public attention

in certain directions. Two years after Miss Drink-

water's first attempt to communicate with invalids

shut in like herself, so many sufferers had joined the

band that in the autumn of 1879 it was deemed advis-

able to issue a manual containing all the names and

addresses of those connected with the movement.

The objects of the association were stated in this

printedmanual to be as follows :-

1st. To relieve the weariness of the sick-room by

sending and receiving letters and other tokens of

remembrance .

2d. To testify to the love and presence of Christ in

thehomes of suffering and privation.

3d. To prayfor one another at stated times daily,

at the twilight hour, and weekly, at ten o'clock on

Tuesday mornings.

4th. To stimulate faith, hope, patience, and courage

in fellow-sufferers by the study and presentation of

theBible promises .

Itwas further agreed, the more surely to reach all

the members of the society, scattered as they were

over our country, to publish a circular letter every

three months, which should be the medium of mes-

sages from one to another and addresses of those

seeking admission.

Unlike other associations, the "ShutIn Society" has

no constitution, no by-laws, or initiation fees. To be

a sufferer is all that is required to entitle one to its

membership and privileges. Shut in from the out-.

side world, perhaps forgotten by it, it is a simple

agency to cheer those who are sitting with folded

hands or lying on beds of racking pain, deprived of

the methods and activities of their fellow-beings that

are blessed with health, and too frequently, alas ! of

their sympathy. There are many members of this

society who are not invalids, but have associated

themselves with it, who have volunteered their ser-

vices through their pity toward suffering ones.

Through these associate members, a monthly maga-

zine called the Shut In Visitor has taken the place of

the circular letter, and answers the larger demands of

the society, as a frequent method of communication .

Several literary people, who have the ability and

time, contribute articles for the embellishment of the

Visitor, as a gift to their less fortunate fellow-beings.

"All invalids are not unhappy," it has beensaid very

truthfully. We know that there are sick-chambers

where the sun seems always to shine brighter than

anywhere else, where there is love and harmony and

perfect peace. From such rooms, the cheeriest mes-

sages go forth sometimes to brighten and give patience

to thosedrooping and languishing in some narrower

place. The letters in the Visitor are frequently mar-

vels of this kind, and exceedingly pathetic from the

very circumstances which surround the senders and

the receivers .

At the present writing there are two thousand

members (associates and all) of the society.

ELLEN E. DICKINSON.

[So far as the "Shut In Society" contributes to cheer

and comfort the sick, its object is of course most

commendable; but is it not by its sectarianism prac-

tically a shut out society for all invalids who are not

believers in Christianity ?-B. F. U.]

SPIRITUALISM A PROOF OF IMMORTALITY .

Editors of The Index :-

In your paper of September 25 is quoted, in regard

to the doctrine of immortality, from Mr. John Fiske

the following : " Scientifically speaking, there is no

presumption either way, and there is no burden of

proof on either side: the question is one which sci-

ence cannot touch. In the future as in the past, I

have no doubt it will be provisionally answered in

different ways by different minds, in an estimate of

what is called moral probability." Again, "There is

something overwhelming in the thought that all

our rich stores of spiritual acquisitions may perish

with us."

It is to find an answer to this question of immor-

tality-a question ever welling up in man's heart,

"If amandie, shall he live again ?"-that thinking

menandwomen of to-day are turning their attention

to the investigation of Spiritualism, feeling and know-

ing that in Spiritualism, if it be found true, they have

an answer that shall forever put the question beyond

dispute.

In investigating Spiritualism, a medium must be

sought whose faithfulness, truthfulness, and eleva-

tion of sentiment shall give you only the best and

most truthful results. Such amedium you will find

Mrs. Maud E. Lord to be, of whom Mrs. Beecher

Hooker, in one of her delightful and instructive

Monday evening talks on Spiritualism, Theosophy,

Occultism, etc., says: "Mrs. Lord is a dear friend of

mine, a lady I dearly love, one who has been of great

help to me. She seems to bridge over the chasm be-

tween this world and the world of spirits." She could

recommend Mrs. Lord as one of the best, if not the

best, medium in this country, if not in the world,-a

lady in whom she could put the most perfect confi-

dence. Upon this recommendation, I have attended

all the séances of Mrs. Lord that it was possible for

me to attend; and I have always found that those

who attended her séances have, nearly all, gone away

delighted with the manifestations of spirit presence.

Some have said, why "are her séances in the

dark" ? To me, this is no objection; for, as has

been aptly said, "half the universe would be to us

unknown but for the darkness of night." And we

know that, when God would reveal himself to his

servant, he took him into the mountains, and, when

he had "hid him in the cleft of a rock, caused his

glory to pass before him": this is God's way of re-

vealing his wonders, and God is spirit. In the dark-
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ness, our minds are better prepared to receive the

whisperings from that spirit world than in the glare

of day, when our minds are drawn away by our

surroundings, and that quiet peace which a spirit's

presence should give cannot settle on our hearts.

At Mrs. Lord's séances, Ihave seen spirit faces and

touched spirit hands, and have known the messages

tocome so fast from the spirit world that the medium

could scarce deliverthem to the waiting friends; and

the evidence has beenoverwhelming that immortality

is true, that man's spirit never dies, but lives, knows ,

and loves. F. H. C.

ASUBSCRIBER writes: "I have been reading Joseph

Cook's last lectures. I wish you'd review them.

If the authors of the Testament were inspired, why

does Cook insist that they wrote the record within

so short a time after Christ's death ? Inspiration

could record the facts in the second or third or eigh-

teenth century as well as within twenty-five years .

The later the authorship, the more miraculous the

inspiration. If not inspired, then the writer's memo-

ries were wonderful. How many Boston reporters

have such memories ? What court would believe

witnesses who pretend to remember even ten years

one quarter of a prayer or a speech word for word

as long as the Sermon on the Mount? Christ told

many to 'preach. ' If his record was to be the light of

the world down all the centuries, why didn't he tell

somebody to write ? An eternity in hell or heaven

depended on a knowledge of the gospel and of Christ.

Yet his only commands were to 'search the Scriptures'

then written, not what Paul would write in twenty-

five years. In view of the myth about Lee's surren-

der under an apple-tree,-the greatest event of our

generation, and only twenty years old,-is it not pos-

sible that there is much more myth about the resur-

rection ? An apple-tree is as big as a man just from

agrave!"

THE following paragraph is from the Nation's re-

view of the new Memorial History of the American

Episcopal Church, an exhaustive work in two great

volumes of seven hundred pages each. It is interest-

ing for the facts: " The Attitude of the Church dur-

ing the Civil War' is disposed of in seven pages. Of

its attitude on the questions leading up to it there is

not aword. The hardest things that have been said

against the Episcopal Church for its complaisance in

the matter of slavery are less damaging than this

dreadful silence. The word 'slavery' does not occur.

That there was such a thing in existence; that the

country was distracted by it for thirty years , of this

no sign. Words having come to blows, Bishop Perry

is happy to record the general refusal of the Church

to take any part in the great struggle. The only ex-

ceptions were a day of fasting with a collection for

the Sanitary Commission, and 'the pastoral of 1862,'

which ' stands alone among our Church "state papers"

in respect to its declaration of opinion on matters of

a civil nature.' What the opinion was, we are not

told. In the special prayers ordained for the day of

'fasting and humiliation,' it is noticeable that there

is no reference to the matter of slavery, though Lin-

coln's first Emancipation Proclamation had been pub-

lished only two weeks before. The chapter on 'The

Reunion of the North and South' is equally discreet

in its avoidance of all expressions that might give

offence to those whose sympathies were with slavery

and secession. But, in these respects, Bishop Perry's

chapters are in perfect keeping with the general atti-

tude of his Church throughout the anti-slavery con-

test and the war. Like the spirits whom Dante en-

countered in the outer court of hell, it was 'neither

for God nor for his enemies. "

HERBERT SPENCER.-The following is from an edi-

torial on "The Test of Philosophy" in the May num-

ber of the Popular Science Monthly : "There is now a

pretty decided agreement among the intelligent and

unprejudiced that Herbert Spencer takes rank as the

first philosopher of England; and G. H. Lewes, many

years ago, declared him to be the only English thinker

who has originated a philosophy. How much this

may mean is well intimated by the remark of Mr.

Lester F. Ward that,when we have reached England's

greatest in any achievement of mind, we have usually

also reached the world's greatest. Philosophy, to

achieve its highest objects, must now begin with the

patient study of long-contemned realities; must disci-

pline the imagination; must work in subordination

...

to established knowledge, and aim to bring out pro-

founder truth for the practical guidance of man in

ordering thecourse ofhis life. To be the first philoso-

pher of the foremost nation of the world, from this

point of view, is exalted praise; and this is the posi-

tion that Mr. Spencer has undoubtedly won.... Mr.

Spencer has applied his philosophical views to the

subject of education, and his little treatise upon the

subject has been rendered into all the languages of

the civilized world. And now, by an appeal made

to the judgment of English teachers, the verdict has

been rendered that the first of English philosophers is

also the first of English educators. We see by the

London Journal of Education that an extra prize was

offered for the best list of the seven greatest living

educationists, classed in the order of importance. A

great number of lists were sent in, and the prize was

awarded to 'X Y Z' for the following list: 1, Spencer;

2, Huxley ; 3, Wilson; 4, Thring ; 5, Miss Buss ; 6 ,

Laurie; 7, Quick. Besides this premium list, in which

thenameofSpencerwas first in importance, his name

also appeared in seventy-two other lists ; while Bain

appeared in fifty, Huxley thirty-eight, Thring thirty-

six, Miss Beale thirty-four, Miss Buss thirty-three,

R. H. Quick thirty-two, E. A. Abbott thirty-one,

A. J. Mundella and J. G. Fitch twenty-nine, J.

Ruskin and M. Arnold twenty-eight. It has been

said, in depreciation of Spencer, that 'only the seven

sages can understand him' ; but it seems that practi-

cal teachers can sufficiently understand him to be

able to form a very appreciative estimate of his posi-

tion in the field where they are the most competent

judges."

DEAN STANLEY'S HERESY.-The following is an ex-

tract from a letter to Keshub Chunder Sen, by Prof.

Max Müller, written in 1881, and just published in

the appendix of Müller's Biographical Essays : “A

dear friend of Stanley's, a high dignitary in the

Church, asked me soon after his death, 'Tell me, did

Stanley believe in miracles?' I said, ' Certainly not' ;

and he seemed quite relieved, and repeated again and

again, ' Certainly not, certainly not. ' And yet this

might give you afalse ideaof Stanley. He certainly

didnot believe in miracles as they are believed inby

many as irregularities committed on purpose. He

was not troubled by miracles. He knew, as every

historian knows, or by this time ought to know, that

there is no religion without miracles, and yet that the

founders of the three highest religions have unani-

mously condemned miracles. Your ancient native

religion is full of miracles, and it would be quite as

true to call them psychologically inevitable as to call

them physically impossible. But Stanley knew that

certain minds cannot believe anything, unless they

first believe in miracles. To these men of little faith,

miracles are everything; and, if their faith in mir-

acles were undermined, their faith in everything else

would crumble to pieces.... But you may say that,

although most miracles performed by Christ offer no

difficulties to an historical mind, such as Stanley's

was, there are two miracles performed, not by, but as

it were for Christ, which must have been a stum-

bling-block to an honest mind, such as Stanley's was;

namely, the miraculous birth, andwhatmaybe called

the miraculous death of Christ. I cannot tell for cer-

tain what Stanley thought on these two subjects,

though some of his remarks on a sermonpreached in

Westminster Abbey by our common friend Kingsley

leave little doubt in my mindthat he looked for true

divinity elsewhere than in the cradle and in the

grave. But, to your mind, these two miracles ought

tobetheleast perplexing. You know that, whenever

the founder of a religion has been raised to a super-

human or divine rank, the humanmind rebels against

an ordinary birth and an ordinary death. It is ex-

tremely curious to observe how on this point human

ingenuity tries to outbid divine wisdom. The highest

wisdom, whether we call it God or nature, conceived

one kind of birth as the best for man. Man invented

what he thought a more becoming birth for God.

The intention was good, no doubt; but it was, to say

the least, uncalled for. Is there anything more won-

derful than the ordinary birth of a child, is there

anything more holy, anything that can more truly be

called a revelation ? Does a miracle cease to be a

miracle because it happens every day ? Does the

marvellous become common because it happens every

minute ? Depend upon it, no miraculous birth will

ever outbid the miraculousness of the plain birth of

a child. 'WhatGod hath cleansed, that call not thou

common.'"

BOOK NOTICES.

THE CONTINUITY OF CHRISTIAN THOUGHT: A STUDY OF

MODERN THEOLOGY IN THE LIGHT OF ITS HISTORY.

By Alexander V. G. Allen, Professor in the Epis-

copal Theological School in Cambridge. Boston:

Houghton, Mifflin & Co. $2.00 .

This book of four hundred and thirty-eight pages,

from the Riverside press, consists of a course of lect-

ures delivered in Philadelphia under what is called

the John Bohlen Lectureship Endowment, the object

of which is similar to the "Bampton Lectures" at

Oxford, England. The lecturer each year, according

to the terms of the bequest establishing the lecture-

ship, is appointed by five officials of the Episcopal

Church in Philadelphia. In Prof. Allen, they se-

lected a man who brought to his chosen subject

ample learning, a liberal spirit, and, in general, the

modern historical instinct. The topics of his six

chapters (or lectures) are "The Greek Theology, "

"The Latin Theology," "Theology in the Middle

Ages," "Theology in the Age of the Reformation,"

"Conflict of the Traditional Theology with Rational-

ism," "Renaissance of Theology in the Nineteenth

Century." Each chapter is an elaborate essay with

notes and references. The treatment is always broad,

scholarly, thorough, and the point ofview that of the

most advanced Orthodoxy.

The work, indeed, is an excellent representative of

what is coming to be recognized in the orthodox

Protestant denominations as the New Theology. So

far as we have been able to examine, the considera-

tion of historical facts is fair, and without undue bias .

Yet the author's ownview and purpose are apparent

from the start. He believes that the interpretation

of Christianity by the Greek Fathers was not only

much more rational and spiritual, but much nearer

the truth than the interpretation made by the Latin

Fathers; and his contention is that the Christian

Church, only by reverting to the Greek interpretation

of its theology, can escape that conflict with modern

thought which the Latin theology has made inevi-

table. He says that "the formal theology, the eccle-

siastical institutions, which Augustine sanctioned for

the ages that followed him, which Calvin renewed

for the Protestant Churches, are built upon the ruling

principle that God is outside the world, and not

within" ; and that "what is sometimes called 'mod-

ern infidelity' is mainly, I had almost said exclu-

sively, a protest against the theology based upon

such a conception of God." He admits that the

Augustinian theology had its place, anddid a needful

work; but he thinks that it now seriously cumbers

the ground, and he opposes, with no little boldness,

the idea of Deity as a colossal man in the heavens ,

and pleads for the older Greek idea that God is maní-

fest, not only in Christ, but in nature and inhuman.

ity. One of the first principles of Greek Christianity

was, he says , "that the divine and the human are not

foreign or alien to each other; that, if God speaks to

man, itmust be through the reason or consciousness

which is in man; that human reason is the reflection

of a divine reason; that humanity, by its constitution ,

participates in the eternal Wisdom which became

incarnate in Christ." And these statements very

well represent the dominant principles of the New

Orthodoxy.
We have no doubt that Christian theology would

bemuch improved by this reversion to Greek philos-

ophy. It would be improved, because Plato, in

whom this philosophy had its source, was a broader

andhigher-souled manthanAugustine. And by and

by, perhaps, the Christian Church will get broad

enough to give the credit to Plato, and to count him

among its founders . Though Christianity as an or-

ganized religion began in the confession ofJesus as the

Messiah, it is evident that it has had other roots than

that. It has been swayed, as Prof. Allen says, for

centuries by the mind of Augustine. It was earlier

swayed by the more spiritual philosophy of Plato.

Possibly it is now to return to this more generous yet

more vague system of thought. But it is clear that

Jesus knew little of either the Greek or the Latin

theology. W. J. P.

NEW LIGHT ON MORMONISM. By Mrs. Ellen E.Dick-

inson, with an Introduction by Thurlow Weed.

NewYork: Funk & Wagnalls, 10and 12DeyStreet.

1885. pp. 272. Price $1.00.

Mrs. Dickinson has added another volume to the

list of books which aim to give the facts of the origin

and early history of Mormonism, in which she sus-

tains the commonly accepted view that Joseph Smith
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was an impostor, and that the Book of Mormon

was constructed from a manuscript stolen fromRev.

Solomon Spaulding. In her preface, she says : "A

deeper interest may be felt in this attempt to cut to

the very root of this monstrous parasite upon our

American civilization by my stating here that the

Rev. Solomon Spaulding, the author of the romance

called The Manuscript Found, from which the Book

of Mormon was formulated, was my mother's uncle

bymarriage; that this romance was for a long time

in the house of my grandfather, William Harvey

Sabine, near Syracuse, New York; and thatit con-

tained no suggestion of polygamy. With the inten-

tion of writing these pages, I visited Mrs. McKinstry,

the daughter and only child of Rev. S. Spaulding,

in Washington, D.C., in 1880; and she then made a

sworn statement as to her father's authorship of the

work which has been used with such disastrous effect

bycraftymen."

Mrs. McKinstry's statement regarding The Man-

uscript Found, which was originally published in

Scribner's Monthly of August, 1880, is reproduced in

this volume, with many other testimonies never be-

fore published, which, taken together, make a strong

chain of evidence in support of the claim that Mr.

Spaulding's manuscript, in the hands of Rigdon and

Smith, was made the basis of the Golden Bible.

The author has had access to family papers and

other sources of information not open to other writers

on this subject, and she has made skilful use of her

material. Her dislike of Mormonism is so great that

she writes in the spirit of one who is determined to

do all the damage to the system she possibly car

rather than that of the impartial historian; but for

this the discriminating reader will make allowance,

while he will value the work for the interesting infor-

mation it contains in regard to a system which is

the most remarkable religious and social development

of modern times. The Introduction by Thurlow

Weed, written in 1882, is very brief. It says: "I

have not read this book myself, as my health will

not permit it; hut, in conversation with Mrs. Dickin-

son, I have become satisfied that she has introduced

considerable original material, and has gathered from

books already published a large amount of interesting

matter relating to Mormonism. With my knowl-

edge of Joseph Smith and one of his first followers ,

Phelps, a Canandaigua printer, it has been for more

than half a century the occasion of surprise and re-

gret that such vulgar impostors should have obtained

a following which is even now drawing proselytes by

the thousand from Europe."

...

B. F. U.

HEGEL'S ÆSTHETICS. A Critical Exposition. By John

Steinfort Kedney, S.T.D., Professor of Divinity in

the Seabury Divinity School, Faribault, Minn. ,

author of The Beautiful and the Sublime. Chicago :

S. C. Griggs & Co. 1885. pp. 302. Price $1.25.

In this work, the author has reproduced the essen-

tial thought of the æstheticsof Hegel,-a voluminous

work which gave a new impulse and began a new

era in art criticism. The philosophic basis of art, its

meaning and purpose, beauty in its abstract idea,

beauty in the concrete, the ideal in art, the realiza-

tion of the ideal, art in relation to the public, and the

artist, are discussed in the first part of the work, the

thought being Hegel's faithfully reproduced, with

criticisms by the author interspersed. Part second is

adisquisition by Prof. Kedney, which traces the logi-

cal and historical development of the art impulse by

the pathwaymarked out by Hegel, the substance of

whose thought it gives in regard to classifications

into symbolic, classic, and romantic arts, and the

progress of art through the chronological order, the

temporal and eternal ideals, and the sublime and

pathetic in art. The third part of the work treats of

all the arts in detail,-architecture, sculpture, paint-

ing, music, and poetry, epic, lyric, and dramatic,

omitting the more technical part and the minute

illustrations of Hegel's treatise relating to these sub-

jects, while presenting the main thought in a con-

densed form. The following is the concluding sen-

tence: "The result of the author's painstaking has

been to show that the eternal idea of the Beautiful

has haunted the human race, and that man has been

perpetually seeking to solace himself with the imagi-

native representation of that from which the reality

falls so far short; that this endeavor comes from the

primal impetus which started our race in its career

to create itself as a commonwealth, and for itself a

world truly beautiful,no matter what be the sublime

and pathetic periods through which it must pass to

reach that consoling and satisfying end."

The work is easy of comprehension, and possesses

aninterest, not only for the student of the philosophy

of art, but for all who love art for the pleasure it

imparts, and who desire information in regard to its

history, development, classification, etc. B. F. U.

In the Art Amateur for May is an account of the

sale of the collection of pictures of George I. Seney.

It gives a great deal of information in regard to the

prices of pictures, and the effect which time has had

in raising or depressing their value, which is curious

and interesting. The sale excited great attention,

and thousands paid a half-dollar fee to see the pict-

ures. In spite of the supposed depressed condition

of the market, two hundred and eighty-five pictures

brought $56,600 above the sum they were put in for

by Mr. Seney as assets. The pictures, however, gen-

erally brought less than the prices which Mr. Seney

paid for them, whether he bought them of the dealers

or at auction. The largest price ever paid at an auc-

tion for a picture, $18,200, was paid for "Evening in

Finisterre," by Jules Breton, for which Mr. Seney

hadpaid only $14,000. The American pictures, on the

whole, held their own, and came nearer bringing

whatwas paid for them than did the average of im-

ported pictures, although but few of them brought

more than their original cost. This speaks well for

the appreciation of American pictures by the public,

and shows that they can stand on their own merits

and do not need a tariff for protection. There is a

long account of the pictures of American painters in

the Paris Salon and of the National Academy Exhi-

bition in New York, which is pronounced to bede-

cidedly above the average in general merit. An in-

teresting article on stained glass is the chief feature

of the Decorative Department.
E. D. C.

In the May number of the Andover Review , Prof.

Gerhart concludes his searching criticism of the the-

ology of the Reformers. This is followed by the

second sermon in Dr. Newman Smyth's series to

workingmen, on the use and abuse of capital, consid-

eredwith reference to the complaints of leading so-

cialists . The third article, by Rev. F. H. Johnson,

under the title "Co-operative Creation," aims to show

the advantage afforded by the evolutionary theory of

creation in the argument for the divine benevolence.

In the fourth article, Mr. S. T. Dutton, of New Haven ,

considers the question, "What may justly be de-

manded of the Public Schools ?" The editorials treat

of the "Criteria ofTheological Progress" and of "The

Revision of the Old Testament, and the Religious

Public." The first is introductory to a series de-

signed to point out certain doctrinal advantages of

the new theology as compared with the old. A well-

informed Lutheran writer gives an historical account

of "The Predestination Controversy in the Lutheran

Church" in this country (Houghton, Mifflin & Co.)

EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION.

The Eighteenth Annual Meeting of the Free

Religious Association will be held in Parker Me-

morial Building, Boston, Mass., as follows :-

Thursday evening, May 28, at 7.45 o'clock, busi-

ness session for the hearing of reports, election of

officers, etc.

Friday morning, May 29, at 10.30 o'clock, ad-

dress by the President, followed by addresses from

Mr. W. D. Le Sueur, of Ottawa, Can., and Rev.

M. J. Savage of Boston, on the question, "Is a

Scientific Basis for Religion Possible ?" After

these addresses, the subject will be open for

speeches, not exceeding ten minutes each, from

the floor.

Friday afternoon, at 3 o'clock, the Rev. R.

Heber Newton will address the meeting on "The

Religious Aspect of Socialism." During the after-

noon session there will also be opportunity for ten-

minute speeches from the floor.

The annual festival will be held in the Meio-

naon, Tremont Temple, Friday evening,commenc-

ing at 6.30 o'clock. R. Heber Newton, W. D. Le

Sueur, Wm. J. Gill, H. W. Holland, Mrs. E. D.

Cheney, Miss Mary Eastman, W. J. Potter, B. F.

Underwood, J. K. Applebee, and G. N. Hill will be

among the speakers . F. A. HINCKLEY, Sec'y.

The Religion
OF

PHILOSOPHY;
OR,

The Unification of Knowledge.

A COMPARISON

of the Chief Philosophical and Religious Systems of the

World,made with a view to reducing the categories of

thought, or the most general terms of existence, to a

single principle, thereby establishing a true conception

ofGod.

By RAYMOND S. PERRIN.

Octavo, cloth. $4.00.

"Abook which is one of the most brilliant examples of

American philosophic thought: the student will follow its

pages in admiration of the reasoning power that they

attest."-Globe, Boston.

"The author's criticisms, or explanatory sketches, of

Greek philosophy and the modern types of English,

French, andGerman philosophical thought, are well done,

andwill be a decided aid to persons who wanta thought-

ful guide in those directions. The book has a calmness

anddignity of statement springing naturally from anun-

usual amount of careful reading and thinking. There has

not for a long time appeared any book in the English lan-

guagewhich, from the purely intellectual and philosoph-

ical side of it, is deserving of a more careful study."-

Times, Philadelphia.

"It is a work of great labor, and required a lifetime of

research. The author's statements are fair, his judgment

unwarped by prejudice; his thought is sturdy, and his

reasoning clear."-Globe, St. Louis.

"The book is written with candor and clearness, in a

philosophical spirit, and discusses questions of the utmost

Importancetothe human race."-Transcript, Portland,Me.

"The author is a writer of great power and keen insight.

Judging from the subjects discussedbyMr.errin andhis

spirited style as a writer, his volume will have a large cir-

culation among thoughtful readers. It will reach the

classes possessing the broadest intelligence and the high-

est culture."-Editorial in Evening Journal, Chicago.

"The author makes a masterly analysis of Herbert Spen-

cer's Philosophy, and subjects his theory of the Unknow-

able to a most close and searching criticism. It is anex-

traordinary work.... One of the most important contri-

butions from the press of recent times.... One of the

most original of recent attempts to unify knowledge."-

Index, Boston.

SOME RELIGIOUS CRITICISMS.

"The author is absolutely ignorant of the rudiments of

commonsense."-The Church , Philadelphia.

"A mere rehash of philosophical systems. No original-

ity, no thought."--The Independent, New York.

"We are incapable of understanding him. There is

nothing in the huge volume that is intelligible."-Unita-

rian Review, Boston .

C. P. Putnam's Sons,

27 and 29 West 23d Street, New York.

THE RISE OF INTELLECTUAL LIBERTY

FROM THALES TO COPERNICUS.

By FREDERICK MAY HOLLAND,

Author of The Reign of the Stoics. Price $3.50.

The author of this book has chosen amagnificent sub-

ject; and, although it is formidable in extent andmuch of
it involved in obscurity, and all of it complicated with

great questions of history and human progress, he has yet

been able to throw much new light upon that liberalization

of thought which went very unsteadily forward during

twenty-two hundred years, before the great modern move-

ment of the development for intellectual liberty. The

work is a delineation of tendencies, a series of sketches of

the great minds who at different times and under varied

circumstances, and with unequal effect, have struck for

independence of thought, a presentation of the counter-

forces that have antagonized intellectual liberty, and an

account of the working of all those larger agencies which

have in different degrees hindered or promoted freedom

and independence of thought. Without having subjected

thework to critical scrutiny, we are much impressed by

the evidence it shows of extensive and conscientious

labor, the freshness and interest of its chief subject-mat-

ter, the untrammelled treatment of the subject, and the

vigor of the portrayal of thatlong and agonizing conflict

withbigotry and intolerance, religious and political,public

and private, which is the price of our modern liberty of

thinking.-Popular Science Monthly.

The volume shows remarkable research, keen powers of

analysis and comparison, close reasoning, and fairness of
judgment. It willbe found an invaluable help to the stu-
dent, who will be glad to learn that the author contem-

plates a second volume, which will bring the subject down

tothe timeof the French Revolution.-Boston Transcript.

For sale at THE INDEX office, 44 Boylston Street,Boston,

Mass.
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Book for every
AliceB.

Stockham, M. ID.

GUIDE.TOKOLOGY J. HART & CO., TRACTS. Frothingham's Sermons.20,000 Sold in Little Over a Year. AGENTS

on the market. "The very best book to put into

the hands ofof a girl or woman."-E. M. HALE, M. D.

Cloth, postpaid $2.00 ; Morocco, $2.50. Circulars Free.

Sanitary Pub. Co. , 159 La Salle St., Chicago, III.

AGENTS WANTED for

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa.

Twenty Years of Congress, Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-
land, and other points inEurope. Agency

for the American Line of Steamers .

1861-1881,

byJames G. Blaine.

Hon. J. S. Wise of Va. says :

whoevertakes itup, nomatten SITUATION AS TEACHER WANTED.beMr.Blaine'sfriend

orenemy, will never put it down

untilhehas read the whole."

Agents make from $200 to

$1000 per month. Address,

The HenryBillPub. Co.,

Norwich, Conn,

H. T. MARSHALL'S

PATENT

ADJUSTABLE

LACE

CONGRESS

MARSH
ALLS

PAT.
MAY13,18

84
.

Is easily adjusted to fit any instep or ankle at
any time, and will not uncomfortably draw
the ankle, like ordinary congress. It has the

stylish appearance of a lace boot and all the
convenience of any congress in putting on or

off the foot. Marshall's Pat. Pat'd May13,
1884,woven in the front strap or stamped on
the shank of each shoe. If your dealer doeS

not keep them, send postal for directions how

toget themto the Patentee and Manufacturer

ofMen's, Boys' , and Youth's Fine Boots and
Shoes. Tennis Shoe for Ladies and Gents a
specialty. H. T. MARSHALL,

BROCKTON, MASS.

Agraduate of Harvard would like a sit-

uation as teacher, in which independent

thought and honest speech would not be

dangerous. For particulars and references ,

address M., INDEX office.

The Secret of the East ;
OR,

The Origin of the Christian Religion

and the Significance of its

Rise and Decline.

By FELIX L. OSWALD, M.D.

Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1.00.

"The work covers a great amount of crit-

ical and historical ground independently of

the Buddhistic analogies; it is in fact a vig-

orous, uncompromising outline of Christian

history, with all the weakness and wicked-

ness mercilessly dragged into daylight.

The case against the Christian Church is a

marvellously strong one. The superstitions
and miseries of mediævalism, the woes,

tortures, burnings, rackings, and brutalities

accomplished in the name of Christianity,

are set in blackest array. The Nature-wor-

ship of the pagan Greeks and Romans is set

in contrast. Nor is Dr. Oswald very gener-

ous in admission of improvement in con-

temporary Christianity. To him, it is a

hurtful supernaturalism, impeding science,

diffusing pessimism, promoting hypocrisy,
and repressing the physical nature.
book is remarkably well written, brilliantly

concise in style, and, aside from its special

theories , of considerable scientific and his-

" OLD THEOLOGY” toric value. "-Boston Evening Transcript .
FOR THE

Healing of the Sick.
BY

E. J. ARENS .

Explains the Healing and Teaching of Jesus,

theCreation of the Soul, the Origin ofMatter,

and the Relation which the Soulholds toGod.

For Sale by THE AUTHOR,

33 Union Park, Boston,on, Mass.;

Dr. GEO. E. WHIPPLE,

26 Chest. Av., Jersey City Hits, N.J.;

Dr. GEÓ. B. CHARLES,

CeCentral Music Hall, Chicago, Ill.

318 Pages. Price $1.15 .

TO CAPITALISTS.

For Investments or Loans, write to

J. M. LINDLEY,

REAL ESTATE AGENT,

BOZEMAN, ΜΟΝΤΑΝΑ.

2,000

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each,

The following examples are from the so-

called "TwelveGreatPictures ofthe World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;

Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; AS-

sumption of the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans-

figuration , RAPHAEL ; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL; HolyNight, CORREGGIO ; Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO; De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Sentby mail, postpaid, on receipt of price

by the INDEX ASSOCIATION, 44 Boylston

Street, Boston, Mass.

PUBLICATIONS

OF THE

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION.

The sermons are neatly printed inpam.

No. 1.-Truths for the Times, byF. E.
Abbot, contains the "Fifty Affirmations"

and"Modern Principles." This especially

has received great commendation from phlet form, and our friends who wish to do

most distinguished men for the logical

clearness of its statements. New Edition. missionary work for the Liberal causewill

Price 10 cents; 12copies,$1.00

No. 2.-Fear ofthe LivingGod,byO.B.
Frothingham, exposes thedebasing char-

acter of the popular notions of God,and

Freedomand Fellowship in Religion.

Avolume of ten essays upon speculative
and practical problems of religion, by

D. A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow, Samuel

Johnson, John Weiss, W. J. Potter, F. E.

Abbot, O. B. Frothingham, J. W. Chad-

wick, T. W. Higginson, and Mrs. E. D.

Cheney, and extracts from Addresses by

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

Robert Dale Owen, Dr. Bartol, Wendell

Phillips, Rabbi Wise, Horace Seaver, A. B.

Alcott, Lucy Stone, Charles H. Malcom,

JuliaWardHowe, and others,-all given

on the platform of the Free Religious As-

sociation. Price (reduced) $1.50.

presents conceptions of him that are wor-

thyof the nineteenth century. Newedi-
tion. Price 5 cents; 12 copies,50 cents.

No. 3.-Lecture onthe Bible,by the Rev.

Charles Voysey, of England, is an over

whelmingdemonstration ofthe imperfec-
tions and errors of the Bible, both in the

Old and the New Testaments. New Edi-

tion. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

No. 4.-Christian Propagandism, byF.

E. Abbot, is an exposure of the weakness,

costliness. and inefficiency of the System

of Foreign Missions. Full of Figures,
Facts, Interesting Extracts.

Reports of Annual Conventions of

Free Religious Association, from

1872 to 1879 inclusive. These contain es-

says and addresses by the variousdis-

tinguished men and women who have

spoken on the Free Religious platform,

together with yearly reports of the Exec-
utive Committee. 10 cts. each.

TRACTS.

I. Taxation of Church Property, by

James Parton. 5 cts.; ten, 30 cts .;

onehundred, $1.50.

II. The Bible and Science, by John Weiss.

III. The Sympathy of Religions, by T. W.

Higginson. Enlarged edition.

cents; 12 copies,$1.00.

10

No. 5.-"God in the Constitution," by

Rev. Arthur B. Bradford, opposes the

proposed Theological Amendment to the

UnitedStatesConstitution. Price 10cents;
12copies, $1.00.

No. 6.-"The Sabbath," by Parker Pills-

bury,denounces Sabbatarian superstition.
New Edition. Price 10 cents; 12 copies,
$1.00.

IV. Transcendentalism, by Theodore

Parker. Never before published.

V. The Public School Question, as under-
stood by a Catholic American citi-

zen(Bishop McQuaid) and by a Lib-

eral American citizen (F. E. Abbot)

Excellent unmounted copies of all these VI. How Shall We Vo

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.40; or

anyone or more at 20 cts. each (with Cata-

loguewhendesired). Address
W. H. SHERMAN,

455Jackson Street, Milwaukee,Wis.

Travels in Faith from

swerinFeCornell UnivLib
317

0
F

No. 7.-"Compulsory Education," by

F.E.Abbot, maintains the right of every
child to be educated, and the duty of the

State to ensure it an education. Price 5

cents; 12 copies, 50 cents .

No. 8.-The Present Heaven, by O. B.
Frothingham, treats of a subject that in-

terests everybody. New Edition. Price 5
cents;12 copies,50cents .

No. 9.-The Christian Amendment, by
F. E. Abbot, shows the dangerous charac-

teroftheattempt to interpolate the Eaan-

gelical Christian Creed in the U. S. Consti-

tution. Price 5 cents , 12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 10. The Impeachment of Chris-

tianity, by F. E. Abbot. Sixth Ten Thou-
sand. Sentfor free distribution to any one

who will distribute it , in packages of from

five to onehundred copies .

Bible. 2.

3. Sunday

4. The Wagman's Sunday. By

Charles K. Whipple, Minot J. Savage,

Charles E. Pratt, and Wm. C. Gan-

nett.

No. 11. The God of Science,by F. E. Ab-

bot, attempts to show the real influence

ofmodern science upon the idea of God.
Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

No. 12.-Is Romanism Real Christian"

ity? Two essays by Francis W. Newman

and F. E. Abbot. Price 10 cents;12 copies ,

$1.00.

VII, Evolution and Religion, by John Fiske.

5cts.; ten,35cts.; one hundred, $2.00.

Nos. II. , III ., IV., V., VI. , 10 cts. each; ten,

60cts.; onehundred, $3.00.

Tradition to Reason.cts.

By ROBERT C. ADAMS.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.

No. 13. On the Vision of Heaven, by

Prof. F. W. Newman, of England, analyzes

the Christianconception ofHeaven. Price

5 cents; 12 copies,50 cents.

find them admirably adapted to that pur-

pose. Tosuch as orderthem in lots of 25 or

more,the pricewill be reduced to 3 cents.

Single copies 5 cents.

Address THE INDEX,

44 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MASS.

The Consolations of Rationalism.

Visions of Heaven.

No. 14.-A Study of Religion : The

Name and the Thing, by F. E. Abbot,
attempts to show that the popular deriva-

tion of the word Religion is incorrect; that

the popular conceptions of Religion itself

are inadequate; andthatanewconception
of it, based on the Law of Evolution, con-

sistent with absolute Freedom of Thought,

and independent even of belief inGod, is

the necessary condition of the perpetuity

Reason andRevelation, by W. J. Potter.
5cts.; ten,30 cts.; one hundred,$1.50.

Address

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION,

44Boylston Street,BostonMass.

of Religion among men. Price 10 cents;

12 copies, $1.00.

Prayer and Work.

Instituted and Ideal Religion.

The Puritan Spirit.

Crime andPunishment.

The Whole Duty of Man.

The Naked Truth.

The SoulofGoodness.

No. 15.- The Battle of Syracuse . Two

Essays by Rev. James Freeman Clarke,

D.D., and F. E. Abbot discussing the

Authorityof Christianity. Price10 cents;
12 copies for $1.00.

Address THE INDEX,

44 Boylston Street, Boston,Mass.

The Protestant Alliance.

TheMartyrdom of Man.
Life as a Test of Creed.

The Mission of the Radical Preacher.

The Ethics of Liberty.

The Rising and the Setting Faith.

TheDogma of Hell.

Authority and Religion.

The Spirit of the New Faith.

TheRealGod.

Goodness andHappiness.

The Glorified Man.

The Natural Man.

The PopularReligion.

The Responsibility for Disbelief.

The Perfect Life.

The Unbeliefs of the Believers.

Morals and Religion.

Visions of the Future.

The Radical's Ideal.

The New Song.

Charity and the Poor,

The Building of a Man.

Belief and Practice.

Dreams andDuties.

Creed and Conduct.

Divorcebetween Creed and Conduct.

The Spirit of Truth.

Forgiveness.

Attitudes of Unbelief.

The Inspiration of Scripture.

The Law ofHabit.

The Suppression of Vice.

TheSecret of Jesus.

The Hidden Life.

Modern Irreligion.

NewArticles of Faith.

Religion and Immorality.

The Higher Sentiment.

TheAmericanGentleman.

TheAmerican Lady.

Visions of Judgment.

Quality and Quantity in Life.

God isLove.

The Three Pentecosts.

Spiritual Force and its Supply.

The Resurrection of Jesus.

Rights and Duties .

Practical Value of Belief inGod.

Moral Narcotics.

EVOLUTION IN ITS RELATIONS

TO EVANGELICAL BELIG-

ION. Addresses of B. F. UNDERWOOD,

Prof. P. A. CHADBOURNE, and Prof. Asa

GRAY at a meeting of the "Evangelical Demand of Religion on the Age.

Alliance"held in Boston, Sept. 10, 1882.
5cts.

NATURALISM Vs. SUPERNAT-

URALISM. By B. F. UNDERWOOD.

10 cts.

WHAT KIND OF MORALITY

DID JESUS AND THE APOS-
TLES TEACH? By F. M. HOL-
LAND. 5 cts .

GOD OR THE GALILEAN? By
FELIX L. OSWALD. 5 cts.

THE SCIENTIFIC AND META-

PHYSICAL METHODS IN
PHILOSOPHY. By LEWIS G.

JANES. 5 cts .

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY.

By WILLIAM FREY. 15 cts .

AN AGNOSTIC VIEW OF THE

DOCTRINE OF VICARIOUS
ATONEMENT. By W. H. SPENCER.

5cts.

AGNOSTICISM AND RELIGION.
By W. H. SPENCER. 5 cts.

The Devout Life.

Religion and a Religion.

Wisdom a Loving Spirit.

Corner Stones.

TheSectarian Spirit .

The Threefold Radicalism.

The Faith of Jesus.

The Dimensions of Life.

The Unseen Sources of Character.

Formal Religion and Life.

The Revival of Religion.

Character: Its Friends andFoes.

The Office of Prayer.

New Wine in Old Bottles.

Powerof the ImmortalHope.

The Radical's Root.

The SectarianSpirit.

Address THE INDEX, 44 Boylston Street, The Struggle for Supremacy over Con-
Boston, Mass.

The Prophetic Soul.

Saintliness.

The Holy Ghost,

Waste and Saving of Providence.

cience.
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COL. INGERSOLL declares that, in his opinion, all

the so-called "physical manifestations " of Spirit-

ualism are fraudulent performances.

MR. S. J. STEWART, of Bangor, Me., who aban.

doned the Unitarian ministry about two years ago,

has just been admitted to the Penobscot bar, and

will soon open an office in Bangor.

THERE seems to be no danger that the Free Re-

ligious Association will retreat and go into the

barracks of Unitarianism; but is there not a lia-

bility of its remaining encamped where it now is,

when it should advance to new conquests ? A for-

ward movement, and a few vigorous, well-directed

assaults upon some of the most popular errors and

evils of the day, would require sacrifice, of course,

but would bring to the Association, if we mistake

not, a host of volunteer soldiers, secure it strong

allies, enlarge its means of usefulness, and make

its future worthy of the courage and progressive

spirit of its founders. "Summer soldiers and sun-

shine patriots" would desire to be mustered out,

but it is not this class that adds to the effective-

ness of an army.

AUNIVERSITY professor, in a postscript to a busi-

ness letter, writes : "Garrison's article on 'Relig-

ious Education of the Young' is good, but far too

despondent. You ought to say, in reply, that it en-

tirely is possible to fill young people (the best of

them) with enthusiasm for righteousness and for ser-

vice to humanity; to make this at once practical

and idealistic; to bring in also the poetic element ;

and yet to encourage no superstition, no reliance

upon sacred 'authority,' no distrust of rationalistic

methods. I believe this ; and, though I've had little

experience of it with the young hitherto, yet I am

experimenting a little now in that direction, and

expect, sooner or later, to learn the secret of

success."

THE Congress of Churches, held at Hartford

sentatives of the most liberal Christian sects, the

Unitarians even included, was one of the notable

signs of the day, one of the significant indications

of the increasing breadth of thought and liberality
of spirit in the churches. Although their organic

union is not possible nor, in our opinion, desirable,

while so much importance is still attached to

dogmas and so much intolerance remains, yet it

is gratifying to see sectarianism so far subordi-

nated to an honest desire to promote the truth by

discussion as to enable churches widely separated

in belief to consider their differences on a common

platform, with entire freedom and without vote,

after the manner of the Free Religious Association

and liberal organizations generally.

ACCORDING toacorrespondent of the New York

Evangelist, educated and wealthy people at the

capital of Costa Rica pay priests large sums of

money for pews in heaven, to be reserved for them

and their families for all eternity. Single seats

are bought at a cost of $500. The seats about the

throne are all numbered, and the certificates given

hang in frames in the parlors of many houses.

"The poor," the letter says, "are expected to take

back seats, I suppose, or stand in the aisles of

heaven through all eternity; but the grandees of

Costa Rica have paid for cushioned pews, from

which they can hear distinctly and see all that is

going on." According to the teachings of the

priests of Costa Rica, it is easier for a camel to go

through the eye of a needle than for a poor man

to get a seat in heaven about the throne, a seat

from which he can watch the performance.
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nation, but as in itself essentially and radically

immoral,-a pure abuse of our strength."

SINCE the article on "Liberal Communities,"

printed on another page, was written, several

papers have been received containing detailed

statements in regard to the town mentioned in

that article. Some of the statements about Lib-

eral, Mo., are based upon an "exposure" made by

a very unreliable Campbellite preacher, whose

rancor manifested toward the town may be ex-

plained by the fact that he was,a few weeks ago,

arrested there charged with some offence, and

taken to Nebraska on a requisition from the Gov-

ernor of that State. All the statements we have

seen are more or less sensational in style, and

contain much that may fairly be regarded as im-

probable or very highly colored. They resemble

in some respects articles which sometimes appear

in Western papers in regard to a community, put

in circulation in the interests of a rival town.

The main facts, so far as we can judge, are these :

About five years ago, Liberal was founded by

Mr. George H. Walser, a free thinker, who, by

advertising and making terms easy to persons of

his own views, induced many such to remove

there with their families. A hall was built, and

a school and newspaper started. For some time,

the town thrived, and people of Christian views

or predilections, among others, availed themselves

of its business advantages. They soon built a

little union church. Mr. Walser bought out the

interest of one of the subscribers, and, one account

says, "thereafter delivered addresses before the

Sunday services, and harassed the preachers with

interruptions and questions, justifying his course

on theground that the town afforded 'free speech

to every one on all topics.' He was arrested for

disturbing the meetings, but never tried; and the

fight grew. The people of the town were notmore

vicious than in other communities, but they

flaunted their diregard of customs ordinarily

considered sacred." In the dissensions, some of

the Liberals joined the Christian party, and

worked with them to defeat what they regarded

as an illiberal and narrow policy. Some, irrespec-

tive of religious beliefs, were in favor of having

a liquor saloon, to which Mr. Walser was as much

opposed as he was to churches. Last year, a deci-

sive split occurred, and anumber of the dissatisfied

party bought land adjoining Liberal, and started

the town of Dennison, moving their houses and

stores, and carrying with them their country trade.

Dennison is said to be now about one-third as

large as Liberal. These facts prove nothing what-

ever as to the truth or tendency of any religious

or anti-religious beliefs. They show, if correctly

stated, simply the effects of the arbitrariness of

one man, who, although evidently honest, has

much of the sectarian spirit that generally marks

the founders of such communities ; while they

illustrate the folly of making hostility to popular

religious beliefs a prominent feature in founding

and building up a town,-a folly into which men

of sagacity and breadth of thought could never be

betrayed.

A METHODIST minister in the Pall Mall Budget

says : "The country has a special right to complain

of the clergy of the Establishment. We give these

gentlemen £5,000,000 a year and a position of

unique authority and honor, in order that they

may teach us all to be Christians. But if, at a

crisis like this, they have either nothing to say to

us or, worse still, like the canon of Lichfield to

whom you refer, preach the gospel of Moloch, it

willbe difficult to show cause why they should not

be disestablished at once, and disendowed without

apenny of compensation. At a recent meeting in

St. James ' Hall, a workingman grimly suggested

that Mr. Bradlaugh ought to be made Archbishop

of Canterbury, because he was, at any rate, advo-

cating the principles of the Prince of Peace,while

the occupant of that venerable see, as you have

observed, was calamitously silent. This is the sort

of verdict we may expect to hear more and more

from workingmen." In the same number of the

Budget, M. D. Conway refers to the attitude of a

part of the English clergy at this time on the sub-

ject of peace as resembling the cowardice and

subserviency the American pulpit exhibited toward

slavery, when cotton was king. The attitude of

the Positivists, on the other hand, has been very

pronounced against the war in Egypt from its be-

ginning. Their "Protest against the War in the

Soudan" closes by saying that, in the name of

Humanity, they protest "against the decision of the

government, not merely as pregnant with evil con-

last week, to whose platform was admitted repre- sequences to our material and moral interests as a
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THE GHOST OF IMPROVED SOCINIANISM.

Carlyle, in his preface to the English edition of

Emerson's Essays, rejoiced that the author did not

trouble himself about "the ghost of improved So-

cinianism,"-namely, the Unitarianism of Boston.

It seems to me that our excellent friend, the senior

editor of The Index, troubles himself quite too

much about that same ghost, if ghost it be. No

reproach is here intended on the Unitarian body,

which is an eminently respectable and increasingly

liberal denomination of Christians. But it seems

to me altogether to belittle the origin and character

of the Free Religious Association to imply that it

is or was a mere protest against certain clauses in a

preamble, or that it has no value except as it may

lead to a still more "improved Socinianism." If it

was no more than that, it was hardly worth form-

ing; if it is no more than that, it is not worth

sustaining. It may be, as Mr. Potter thinks, that

the two or three men who drew up the call for the

original convention of the Free Religious Associa-

tion were simply Unitarian bolters. It is a very

common thing for a body of people, once brought

together by an almost accidental circumstance, im-

mediately to outgrow that trivial occasion, and ex-

pand. into something larger in principle than the

projectors ever imagined. Even the "mugwump"

political movement, for which the nomination of

Mr. Blaine was the occasion, soon outgrew mere

anti-Blainism, and became an independent appeal

for political reform, for which the timewas ripe,
and which would have come to a head before

manyyears, had Blaine not been nominated. As

an immediate occasion for that movement, his

nomination was a piece of good fortune for the

country; and so it was a fortunate thing if the

Unitarian body, by certain words of a preamble,

set free such men as Potter and Abbot and Froth-

ingham, and brought many others, who cared noth-

ing for those words, to act with them. Now that

this has been accomplished, the circumstances that

led to it seem to me no more worth dwelling on

than the incidents of Mr. Blaine's career.

tions insufficient, the churches unsatisfactory. They

were of the blood of the Protestants of all ages,-

of the Quakers, the Huguenots, the Hussites, the

Essenes. Once gathered into their own organiza-

tion, they entered into their work; and even the

committee that had called them together had no

more right to speak for them than a man has to

determine the career of his great-grandchildren.

Ihave no suspicion that Mr. Potter intends so to

speak; but, ifhehad,hecouldnot. It is onlythat
he unconsciously exaggerates the importance of the

particular chain of circumstances that brought him

to Tremont Temple that day. We all tend to such

exaggeration : it is the self-defence of our individ-

uality, just as, at a great conflagration, you hear

little knots of men in the street talking, not about

the fire, but about the precise circumstances under

which they heard the alarm. One was on his way

to bed, and one was at his own front door, delayed

by the loss of his door-key; but, after all, the

really important thing is the fire, of which they

generally say little or nothing.

However it may have been with a few committee

men, the great body of those who came together

on May 30, 1867, gathered without any reference

to what some Unitarian organization had or had

not done. Neither in the call of the meeting nor

in the proceedings, I believe, was that fact men-

tioned. Of the twelve persons announced to speak

at that convention, eight were Jews, Quakers,

Spiritualists , Universalists, or Transcendentalists,

andpresumably indifferent to the precise attitude

of Unitarians. The president-elect was a Uni-

tarian; but two of the three vice-presidents, Mr.

R. D. Owen and myself, cared nothing for this

sectarian matter, and would have been equally

ready to come into the new movement had the

Unitarian action been wholly different. As to

Mrs. Severance, the third, I cannot now say. The

Chairman elected for the Board of Directors was

Rabbi Wise, a Jew. In view of these facts, it

seems to me that Mr. Potter wholly deceives him-

self when he says, at the outset, addressing the

Liberal Club (the italics being my own) :-

In other words, on account of certain theological

limitations which were affixed at the outset, there

was a secession from that body,-not large, but a

secession which became quite active in working for

religious Liberalism outside of all denominations . It

organized at once,for instance, the Free Religious Asso-

ciation, and more recently this club.

I should say that, inwriting this, Mr. Potter
either wrote hastily or utterly understated the

importance of the convention held in 1867. The

men and women who assembled that day came

together because the time was ripe, the organiza-

anyconnection with Unitarianism, and cannot be

supposed to have any special interest inwhat the

Unitarian denomination may do or may not do.

Their only interest in Unitarianism is the same

which they have in the movements of any relig-

ious sect which concern religious liberty and prog-

And this, it may be added, is the only in-

❘terest which the Free Religious Association as an

organic body has in Unitarianism; though some of

its members, individually,may also be connected
with somebranch of the Unitarian body.

But all this, it may be said, is only historical :

the question is as to the future. Undoubtedly;

Ican only say that I, for one, feel as little in sym-

pathy with Mr. Potter's suggestion of a possible

future organization as with his interpretation of

that in the past. His whole aim and desire in this

essay seems to be to find some point of agreement,
some modus vivendi with organized Unitarianism.

When he speaks for himself as minister of a rec-

ognized Unitarian society, this is allwell enough;
but, when he speaks as a prominent radical, and

appeals to "brothers of the scattered radical army,

tenting in the open field," the other soldiers of

that radical army have surely a right to respond.

In my own case, the response must be that there

is no such yearning desire to be in barracks as he

assumes ; nor could the quarters he proposes be

made attractive by any such inscription as he

suggests. I have no more wish to belong to an

association of "churches and societies, Unitarian

and other, here assembled" than I should desire to

belong to a nation labelled "United States,Virginia

and other," or "Rhode Island and other," or even

"Massachusetts and other." The mere specifica-

tion sectarianizes. He thinks that Unitarians

could agree to this, as well as others "who are not,

but might be of the National Conference." Now,

I do not know how many of these "others" there

may be in the Liberal Club which he was address-

ing; but I suspect that in the Free Religious

Association there are very few. At the present

age ofthe world, the question of the precise verbal
formula of the Unitarian body seems to me as

utterly unimportant as the mediæval question,

Howmany angels could be assembled on a needle's

point? And, if the members of the Free Relig-

ious Association are ever to transfer their interest

to any other organization, let it be one that is

wider, not narrower, than their own.

T. W. HIGGINSON.

THE GHOST LAID.

ress.

There was nothing, however, in my essay that

antagonized these statements. I have been so ac-

customed to assume them, and also to utter them

whenever it appeared necessary, that it did not

occur to me that anything differentcould be read

between the lines. The Free Religious Associa-

tionwas only incidentally named at the outset of

the essay, and the discussion might have proceeded

in the line followed without even that reference.

Iwas not discussing the Free Religious Associa-

tion, much less, as Mr. Higginson's last paragraph

seems to apprehend, entering into anydiplomatic

negotiations between the Free Religious Associa-

tion and the National Unitarian Conference. I

was merely asked to consider the question-which

has persisted in coming up in the Unitarian body

-of the relation of the constitutional platform

of their National Conference to mental liberty.
And, in addressing myself to this question, if I

did not make the above statements about the Free

Religious Association, it was simply because they
didnot appear to me to have any special relevancy

to the occasion. I was not there as an officer of

that Association, and I also took pains to say that

Iwas speaking only for myself.

But, possibly, now that the essayhas been given

awider hearing in The Index, these things towhich

Col. Higginson has called attention need to be

said. They certainly do, if there is valid cause for

such amisunderstanding of the purpose of the essay

as his closing paragraph suggests. Let me, then,

declare distinctly my belief that the Free Relig-

ious Association is entirely independent of the

Unitarian body, and that its continued existence

is by nomeans necessarily involved in any action

which maybe taken by the National Unitarian

Conference. Nothing was farther from my pur-

pose than the thought that I was offering terms

on which the Free Religious Association would

merge itself in the Unitarian Conference. Nor do

I find now any hint of such a thought in the text.

Yet, if any one else finds it there, because of some-

thing not said, then, once for all, I disclaim it. I

have so often had occasion to say on the FreeRe-

ligious platform that no member, not even the

highest officer, had authority to speak for the As-

sociation, that I could not fall into that snare my-

self. The vision of the President of the Associa-

tion proposing to lead his fellow-soldiers of that

body into the barracks of the Unitarian Confer-

ence is, therefore, purely a spectre of the imagi-

nation. That, at least, is a ghost which can be

laid. A stranger coming into the Free Religious

Association might suppose that here was a com-

pany of men andwomen under the generalship of

their president ; but one who has summered and

wintered with them, as I have for eighteen years,

knows them too well to imagine that they will be

led together by any body. Every soldier on that

field is his own general.

I congratulate the readers of The Index, as well

as myself, that my essay at the Liberal Union

Club has drawn Col. Higginson's prompt fire.

And the main point which he makes is sound.

Whatever event in the history of the Unitarian

denomination mayhave been the immediate occa-

sion for forming the Free Religious Association,

the fact is not to be forgotten, nor in anyway put

aside as of little importance,that that Association

never has beenmerely a fraction or faction of the

Unitarian body. Col. Higginson is right in re-

minding us all that, at the start and ever since, a

veryconsiderable portion of its members never haddebarred from the Conference would feel free to

Yet, having said thus much, I feel bound to say

more. Suppose that the Unitarians should make

the suggested changes in the constitution of their

National Conference, one effect, doubtless, would

be that a considerable number of the members

of the Free Religious Association who now feel
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join it, that some who were once of it might re-

turn, and that all persons who have any kind of

natural affiliation with the Unitarian movement,

or who believe at all in a local organization of

religion on terms of freedom, and are trying to

keep alive or build up such an organization, might

consider whether they would not do well to join

a Conference which had thus freed itself from

dogma, and so widely broadened the terms of its

fellowship. All this might happen, and yet the

existence of the Free Religious Association might

not be affected. It might still have a sufficient

reason for being; possibly, as Mr. Higginson sug-

gests inhisclosing sentence, might enlarge or more

positively define its scope; and many of its mem-

bers, like Col. Higginson, might not feel any more

drawing than now toward the Conference. Those

not interested in any local society would natu-

rally care nothing for the Conference; nor could

they, indeed, have any footing in it, since it is a

delegate conference of societies. Yet these differ-

ent classes of members, with their special beliefs

and interests, might come profitably together in

the Free Religious organization, as they have done

hitherto. Now, it was the former class of mem-

bers, or of radicals in general, that I had in mind

in the essay under the designation of those "oth-

ers, not now of the Conference, but who might

be." Iwas not thinking at all of the Free Relig.

ious Association en masse joining the Unitarian

Conference. That it could not do, and I per-

fectly respect the position of those who have no

desire to do it. But I was thinking of that very

considerable number of radicals in the Free Re-

ligious Association and elsewhere, who might find

their natural home and a field for congenial

work in the Unitarian ranks, were those ranks

opened to receive all earnest thinkers and earnest

moral workers, irrespective of theological beliefs

and religious names.

forward governmental crime. The step from the

temptation to the fall is an easy one. In thepres-

ent case, we can see the transition coloring the

daily record of events. Though Russia may be

barbarous and England all she is said to be, the

bottom of ensuing omens is in a common motive.

Nor can itbe objected that the matter is one

exclusively for the primary factors to determine.

The nerves of the race are affected by the on com-

ing as well as the presence of martial conflicts ;

and, therefore, the world is interested in an honest

andmanly settlement of disputes.

remove its theological bars and open freely its

doors; and for these I speak. My position in the

Free Religious Association has brought many in-

quiries to me from this class of young men.

Three such inquirers have asked me for advice

since this year began. The Free Religious Asso-

ciation makes no provision for these young men.

It has never adopted the policy of aiding in the

establishment of local societies. Whether it might

nothave done so is a question which need not here

be discussed. There has been a difference of opin-

ion upon it among the members of the Associa

tion, and the negative has prevailed; and there

were, certainly, serious practical difficulties in the

way of the Association's undertaking such work.

Now, I, for one, believe in the importance of local

religious institutions, under a free administration.

I believe that young men of earnest minds and

hearts may rightly and nobly desire to choose for

vocation the leadership in such institutions. The

Ethical Culture movement will, I hope, open places

for some of them. But, to others, that movement

does not appear to include everything they deem

important; and to these, since the Free Religious

Association offers no field, the only encouragement

I can give is that Unitarianism, which has the ma-

chinery and the means, is progressing; that some

of its societies, particularly in the West, are essen-

tially on Free Religious ground; and that, if they

are ready for hard work, they had better prepare,

and hope for the full freedom that is to come.

But I cannot give this encouragement so positively

as I would like to do it. Therefore, I am ear-

nestly solicitous that the largest representative

body of Unitarians should declare unmistakably

their position in such terms that these young

men should be able to work with them without

any restraint of conscience. Nor am I able to see

how any one who has any sympathy with the prin-

ciple of the Free Religious Association should

think such a change in the interest of freedom

"utterly unimportant."
Wм. Ј. РOTTER.

ENGLAND, RUSSIA-AND VIRTUE.

For the moment, peace is evidently assured

as between the contestants. Whether Gladstone

brought this about by an exercise of Parliamen-

tary tact, which is morally called "evasion," and

whether cowardice or humanitydictated the terms,

scarcely matters: suffice it that peace is tempo-

rarily assured. But, after we have fully acquainted

ourselves with this fact, what have we to say of

the universal impression that the war now averted

is inevitable before many months or years pass

away? Here is a question which might well puzzle

the wit of the age. If the hour cannot answer it

in the interests of peace, we should have done with

our boasts of "civilization" ; and, if it can mark

out a conviction equal to the highest demands

of the heart, we should not fail to make the talk

of "inevitability" futile gibberish on political and

popular lips alike. It is abhorrent to sincere men

that we should so carelessly live two lives, evoking

the one or the other to-day and to-morrow, as best

pleases the flitting color of the demand.

What is the truth about all this Anglo-Russian

spleen ? What is the motive-force, and what

can be anticipated as the outcome? It is not

moral right, civilization, the elevation of the peo-

ple, that mainly engage the attention of the promi-

nent war-partisans. They are willing enough to

use these as pretences where they will serve a pur-

pose, but the end sought is other and less pure.

Here, as in humbler paths of life, the inspiring

note is of material splendor. The sacrifice of

everything to gilt and show is taken as duteously

demanded. Value is not placed in virtue, but

in coin; and it is the land, not the landscape,-

adopting an Emersonism, which captivates cur-

rent thought. When a politician, bent yet by some

degree of conscience, chooses to retreat from ade-

signed wrong, his act is called cowardice and dis-

honor. Names are sent flying after fancies, and

menwhocan regret au error are counted as loving

their country less than before their moral waking.

The visual obliquity is not always "corruption," in

the ordinary sense. It is apt to arise in our read-

iness to give greater credit to the outer than the

inner man. But the glaring sin loses nothing of

despoiling power for its innocent acceptance. It

is more dangerous, the less we know of its preva-

lencewhen it prevails. When we are choked by

it, and yet seize no means, in our unknowing

childishness, to clear the throat and give utterance

to the unswerving note that the occasion needs,

then have we most call to exercise discretion.

The age has opened its ears to cries of grievance

whencesoever hailing; and no heart has made its

appeal, I dare suppose, to an utterly fruitless pur-

pose. But, if every good cause has had its word

spoken, by whom has peace been applauded at

this moment of its likely infraction at the East?

While official Russia and England are engaged in

their passage of commercial and conquesting court-

esies, who has called the common thought to a

higher level, upon which the trouble of the hour

mayhave other than merely sordid glasses turned

upon it? And in the midst of the bedlam of rea-

son and idiocy, where the mere threat of clashing

arms generates such clamor, who has dared to tell

the hosts that their frenzy is over an unworthy

disturbance, and that it is not by such play with

blood that the gods-or the loves are most truly

sought and worshipped? There are voices of pro-

test, but they are not many. Taking the theologi-

cal implications, nothing could be better said than

has been said by Mr. Potter. Nevertheless, the

common run of men are led captive to other ideas

than these, and are seemingly content to rest what

faith they have in the "statesmanship," so called,

of our Congresses and Reichstags. The govern-

ments traduce the governed, and make the vic-

tims believe themselves honored in traduction.

Let me speak still more definitely. My motive

purpose in that essay lay much deeper than the

personal desire which Mr. Higginson attributes

tome. Ido not complain of what he says on this

point, for I took no special pains to make my

motive clear. But I wish now to say that what-

ever zeal I have shown in this matter, either in

this essay or heretofore, has arisen from no desire

or aim, personally, to rehabilitate myself in the

Unitarian denomination. My connection with

Unitarianism, denominationally, has been very

slight. I passed through its penumbra, and soon

emerged upon the ground of free religion; and

that has been my natural place. But, by pecul-

iar good fortune, I found myself the minister of

a society which, though recognized as Unitarian,

was by temperament so individual and independ-

ent that it cared little for denominational affilia-

tions. My work as its minister went on uninter-

ruptedly, harmoniously, without any of those con-

flicts and sacrifices to which many of my radical

brothers in the ministry have been subjected.

Personally, therefore, it has been a matter of little |

moment to me what my relations to Unitarianism|

might be. And now it is altogether probable that

my ministry will be completed before the Unita-

rian Conference will so open its doors that I can

enter them. But that is of little consequence. I

am content to work on as I have worked hitherto.

But, for the sake of younger radical men who

are already in the ministry, and do not find the

course so smooth and pleasant as I have found it,

and for the sake of young men of earnest thought

and purpose, who would like to fit themselves for

a free ministry, could they see any opportunity for

securing a place for work from which their beliefs

would not debar them,-for the sake of these, I do

earnestly hope to see the Unitarian Conference

Thought is betrayed into channels partial to all

save the moral elements of the question. Thence,

however little it is meant to be, and from pure

misdirection of sympathy, flow out all manner of

vile injustices, that at the moment produce in men

anemulation as to who shall farthest and quickest

Very vague and hopeless such thought is pro-

nounced bythe politicians. We are argued with

not to take Russia and England as they might be,

but as they are. Grapple with concrete mud !

However, we find no dragon at our doors, and can

wander forth whither we list. Thus only is it, cut

loose from predilection, that we findhow cowardly

are the principles of modern government. Think

of these "defenders of the private man," "bul-

warks of society," "arch-enemies of anarchy," in

the light of their oft-time performances ! They

masquerade as civilizers on foreign shores, while

bearing down wofully upon their people at home.

They persuade subjects to perpetrate the death-
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dance upon alien States,whose offence is always

chiefly and often wholly imaginary. They count

the politicians as the nation ; foment discord more

pleasurably than they endure peace; and wage wars

-or force the masses to wage wars-which would

never be invited for a day, if it was upon the lead-

ers that sacrifice and pain and death were to be

visited. Energy owed to purity is prodigally sown

to corruption. While governments speak with

such a voice, what right have we to ask that they

be respected and upheld? It is very well to preach

of patriotism and the fireside; but is England pa-

triotic, England, the State,-when it deals justice

charily to people at home and abroad ? And is

the Parliament just, that first fans up the heart-

fires and then explains hazily to its constituencies

through their passion rather than their reason ?

The nations never would go to war one with an-

other, had the masses the means of knowing fairly

what inevitably are the causes and the results.

Politicians distort these, citizens are contaminated,

and, lo! the gun is fired, and Hate stands ready at

its post. All this in a breath, ere love has its

senses collected. And then follow such tales as

have, for instance, come to us daily, here in the

centres of " civilization," from Soudanese outposts.

History has written and rewritten of the inva-

riable course till we sicken of the revel.

Neither, therefore, should we gather our armies

and take the assurance of antiquity that men can-

not live on earth together,and effect majestic and

healthful changes, but through physical combat.

while we suspect and invade that of our neighbor,

the State. Yet both are entitled to an equal pro-

tection. Whatwecanchangebyreason is another

thing, and what is to be done when free speech

and a free press are impossible raises other consid-

❘erations. At this moment, Russia and England

refuse to allow the privilege I should predict as

bound at some time to embrace society not less

than its ingredients. Afghanistan, Egypt, India,

are modern victims of unrighteous governmental

purposes that profess a kindness to men singly

which they refuse to men in the mass.

It is always a grief to me when I find men esti-

mating the greatness of a nation by its material

possessions. Justice was never written in figures.

The churches are too often accounted prosperous

by virtue of their dollars, not their excellent souls.

States are too often built upon brass. "Britain,"

my friend avers, "shines not so gloriously as of

yore"; but he puts the Bank of England in the

scales, and sees that the weight compares ill with

national treasures found elsewhere, and takes that

test as adequate. My reliance is not on such delu-

sions. Countries depend less upon bank accounts

than accountants. Does England find its founda-

tion in Threadneedle Street ? Does its solvency

hinge upon the certification of a check? England

is great, if her soul is great, though her guineas be

few; and she is poor and pinched indeed, though

she may gather the earth's flow to her coffers by

means of criminal wars. Russia may conquer

Asia, and yet be contemptible while she renders

necessary a Nihilism to counteract her autocratic

crimes. If the age we call ours has not thus

settled "the values" of its spiritual estate, it has

done nothing equal to its boast.

The moral of the prevailing and prospective

Russo-English controversy lies to me in this,-that

men have no adequate faith in their own profes-

sions of reliance upon an eternal justice. They

discuss every matter as though it could be resolved

into dollars and cents. I do not believe they are

in this respect peculiarly lower in status than their

fellows of the past. On the contrary, the average

individual has greatly advanced. But they dis-

play lingering traces of a barbarism from which

mankind has toilsomely issued. These remnants

of brute nature leave them ready in many ways to

apply the brute method of settling disputes. Ab-

stract right is rarely treated with, even in cases

whose decision involves the happiness of future

Canwe honor the fireside of home while we out-

rage that of a neighbor ? Do we rightly suffer

those who "rule" us to assume that they speak our

conviction, when they change "protest" to "be-

hest," and swear that we order what we do not ?

Nor can so just a case end with those of similar in-

terrogations. Whether it is the ruler alone or the

nation as a whole that enforces the evil principle,

condemnation should be spoken with unsparing

words. We applaud "reason," but what reason

resides in cannon and bloodshed ? We claim our

age to be eminently "modern," loving investiga-

tion and moved by means of the interweaving of

intellectual and moral research. We send discov-

erers to the north, south, east, and west, to bring

us the farthest and latest photographs of the mys- | generations.

teries of earth and heaven. But, when we come

to the passes of political life, we lose all peaceful

spirit, though the stake be smaller by vast chasms

than Darwin's or Greely's, and must needs take

a man by the nape of the neck to convince him,

ordismiss his precious form, riddled with bullets,

to another world (or to sleep) to be enlightened.

This we call Caucasian glory. "Civilization,"-

"the light of the nineteenth century,"-"peace on

earth, good will to men" : how blandly we meet

the stranger-hand and pass the sardonic contra-

dictions of the moral life !

Ihave had men point me to the past. Was war

useless there ? Did it not open the way to a blessed

future ? Comparatively, it was helper, not origi-

nator. Though a medium, it was not a gracious

one. And, however we may learn from the past,

we need not and should not pattern from it. Ex-

perience has shown that progress is accelerated

with free opinion ; that races move onward quicker,

the more peacefully open are all ports ; that set-

tlements prosper more surely upon purchase than

robbery. That men lived and moved under

harsher conditions in earlier times was despite,

notbecause of the mistakes. The progress of the

race was not forced by war, but by that which was

deeper, and which bathed in effulgence a future

hope. The battlements of old bore their flags, not

only to inspire temporaryhosts, but to bring on the

age of peace. It is an injury to the future to en-

deavor to read the past into to-day. The astrono-

mer of long ago was dull of sight, and we cannot

accept him in the present. Neither do we bow to

Cæsar or Napoleon, nor take our creeds from Rome.

Human beings amicably revolutionize scientific

theories, art prejudices, medical errors, religious

superstitions, by the mere force of intellectual

generosity. Should they not be as well able to

see and secure the justice in what by contrast we

can term the petty occurrence involving Afghanis-

tan ? I say again, England,Russia, Afghanistan,

Egypt, are not isolatedly responsible for what takes

place in such an hour. The world is touched by

the results, good or bad, and has, in consequence, a

The sooner we perceive the identity of the one

and the many, the sooner we can get over present

shoals. Anation-this or any-has justice on its

side, when it asks andgives in its corporate capac-

ityto like corporate bodies powers that our century

vauntingly claims as achieved for the individual.

HORACE L. TRAUBEL.

LIBERAL COMMUNITIES .

A friend sends us an article clipped from a

Louisville paper, which says in substance of Lib-

eral, Mo., that three times as many people have

moved there and then moved away as live there

now, that one or two towns have sprung up and

absorbed many of the original settlers of Liberal,

whose growth has stopped. A rather disparaging

reference is made to the moral tone of the town;

and all the alleged misfortunes which have be-

fallen it, the writer declares, are the legitimate

effects of "infidelity." The friend who sends the

article desires us to state the actual facts .

We cannot speak of Liberal from personal

knowledge, never having been there, and possess-

ing no reliable information in regard to it; but

what is affirmed of its experience andcondition is

orhas been true of many, perhaps of the majority,

of settlements in the West in the early years of

their existence, irrespective of their predominant

religious beliefs. It is very common there for new

communities to grow rapidly till they reach a cer-

tain point, and then come to a standstill or even

decline for a while. People come and go, some

returning, others moving farther West. Rivalries

spring up between different sections of a town,

giving rise to antagonisms, and resulting often in

the founding of another community near by, and

in fierce competition for advantages, degenerating

sometimes into hostility to each other, to the great

injury of all concerned. We hope this is not true

of Liberal, and we certainly have no definite infor-

mation to that effect; but, if such be its condition,

it is probably due, not to the heterodox views of

have led to similar results elsewhere.

direct right to a word in the council. Man loses ❘ the people, but to causes similar to those which

inestimably when he shows greater willingness to

war for dollars than for virtue. If the warriors

now on the local boards won't see this, interna-

tionalism is warranted incalling them to order.

It remains to be seen whether we cannot iden-

tify nations and individuals. If it is possible to

settle private discord by reference to legal or

social tribunals, it should be possible so to settle

public troubles. It should be as easy to establish

courts of resort for the Afghan controversialists as

for the Liberal-Conservative factions in England ;

or, if not so easy, at least as honorable and wise.

Nations are as facile as individuals, and could be

as conclusively persuaded as individuals are to act

in accordance with the dictates of a higher than

barbaric or mediæval reason, if we husbanded our

eloquence and surrendered less to mammon.

Again, we should not less circumspectly study

our bearing toward nations than toward persons .

An individual possesses rights and duties, but holds

no higher warrant than a State that stands for

number where he represents merely fraction. We

trust the fireside of our neighbor, the person,

It is true, however, that a new community, com-

posed chiefly of persons brought together on the

common basis of hostility to popular religious

beliefs, must encounter difficulties unknown to

ordinary communities. And in the growing West

especially, with industrial, social, and religious

forces pressing continually, vigorously, and at

every point from without, a community, however

founded and for whatever purpose, must soon lose

a distinction based upon dissent from popular

creeds, a distinction which, if retained, would

put it at enormous disadvantage as the surround-

ing country should become settled and communi-

ties formed, with churches and religious institu-

tions such as are demanded by the beliefs of the

great mass of the people.. Such a community, de-

tached in important respects, as it wouldbe, from

the larger life surrounding it, would suffer in its

business interests, lose its most active members,

and the land and buildings would soon fall into

the hands of men under whose control the anti-

theological views of its founders would have no
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moreprominence than in the adjacent communities.

Under the influence of a strong religious faith,

when the members have a common creed and

authority, and when they are favored by locality,

wise leadership, and shrewd business management,

acommunity in which prominence is given to un-

popular religious or social views may last for a

fewyears; but, sooner or later, it will either break

up or undergo modifications, until it becomes as-

similated to the surrounding conditions. Whether

its religious conceptions and social theories be

higher or lower than those that prevail outside, its

failure is equally certain; for, in either case, the

views and theories which are made the basis or a

distinctive feature of the organization will serve as

apoint of antagonism, and partially interrupt nor-

mal relations with the million outside, who consti-

tute a closely knit organism, with an established

and intolerant public opinion, backed by the prec-

edents and practices of centuries,-a social organ-

ism that must sooner or later assimilate and co-

ordinate all forms of social life within the reach

of its influence. All this is evident from a study

of evolution, and is abundantly illustrated by the

progress and results of a multitude of social ex-

periments.

In regard to Liberal, while the prominence given

to the anti-theological views of its founder-who,

we understand, owned the site of the town-and

of its original settlers has served to attract many

of its inhabitants, these views, it is easy to see,

will play no such important part in the future of

the community. If it shall continue to prosper,

people of different religious beliefs will settle

there, churches will be erected, religious influences

developed, and everything done to adapt the com-

munity to the wants of the population, and to put

it inharmony with other prosperous towns. Mean-

while, the anti-theological views will be gradually

reduced to about the same relative importance

they have in other communities in that part of

the country. Without such changes in adjustment

to the requirements of the population and in har-

mony with the surrounding influences, changes in

all probability now taking place, continued prog-

ress and prosperity would be impossible. This

the intelligent business men of Liberal must soon

see, if they do not see it already.

Such experiments are not without some good re-

sults, if they are really in advance of society in

general; for the force with which they react upon

the outside public sentiment tends to liberalize it.

But such communities are very liable to suffer

from the narrowness, erraticism, misdirected zeal,

ambition, and selfishness of a few aggressive mem-

bers. All the mistakes made and all the follies

committed are sure tobe regarded by the outside

public as the legitimate results of liberal thought ;

and thus important truths, which are gradually

gaining and imperceptibly modifying beliefs, cus-

toms, and institutions, come to be associated in the

minds of many, in consequence of these mistakes

and follies, with conceptions and conduct which

have no necessary connection with them. In this

respect, such communities sometimes do more to

retard than to advance liberal thought.

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION.

The Eighteenth Annual Meeting of the Free

Religious Association will be held in Parker Me-

morial Building, Boston, Mass., as follows :-

Thursday evening, May 28, at 7.45 o'clock, busi-

ness session for the hearing of reports, election of

officers, etc.

Friday morning, May 29, at 10.30 o'clock, ad-

dress by the President, followed by addresses from

Mr. W. D. Le Sueur, of Ottawa, Can., and Rev.

M. J. Savage of Boston, on the question, "Is a

Scientific Basis for Religion Possible?" After

these addresses, the subject will be open for

speeches, not exceeding ten minutes each, from

the floor.

Friday afternoon, at 3 o'clock, the Rev. R.

Heber Newton will address the meeting on "The

ReligiousAspect of Socialism." During the after-

noon session there will also be ten-minute speeches

from Giles B. Stebbins, John Orvis, Henry B.

Blackwell, George E. McNeill, Frederic A. Hinck-

ley, and others.

The annual festival will be held in the Meio-

naon, Tremont Temple, Friday evening, commenc-

ing at 6.30 o'clock. R. Heber Newton, W. D. Le

Sueur, Wm. J. Gill, H. W. Holland, Mrs. E. D.

Cheney, Miss Mary Eastman, W. J. Potter, B. F.

Underwood, J. K. Applebee, andG. N. Hill will be

among the speakers. Music, including quartet

and solo singing, will be furnished by the Temple

Quartette. Mr. H. L. Bateman, first tenor ; Mr.

F. E. Webber, second tenor ; Mr. H. A. Cook, first

bass ; Mr. A. C. Ryder, second bass ; Mr. Howard

M. Dow, pianist.

Tickets, with reserved seats at tables, at $1.00

each, may be obtained at The Index office, No. 44

Boylston Street, Boston.

F. A. HINCKLEY, Sec'y.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

GIVE expressions to your doubts, I beg of you.

A doubt is the bud of an idea. If you give it

the sunlight of thought, it may blossom. The

man who suppresses a doubt is a kind of Herod

who kills a child of the brain.-Ingersoll.

MR. GEORGE MARTIN writes thus to the Pres-

ent Day, Mr. Holyoake's paper, in regard to the

Montreal Free Thought Club : "The Club is still

in a healthy and progressive state. We held our

fifth anniversary in January, and the gathering

was such as to afford a pleasurable inspiration of

hope for the future. All our Sunday afternoon

meetings are now open to the public, and are

largely attended by our most thoughtful and

respected citizens. We have thrown open our

reading room and library to the public,-the first

step taken in this direction in our city,-I may

say in the Province, and I think I may say in the

Dominion. Captain R. C. Adams is President of

the Club at present, and a most efficient and

devoted leader he is. He lectures often, and is

always listened to with marked interest."

"UPON one of Whitefield's arrivals from Eng-

land," says Franklin in his Memoirs, "he wrote

to me that he should come soon to Philadelphia,

but he knew not where he should lodge when

there, as he understood his old friend and host,

Mr. Benezet, was removed to Germantown. My
answer was, 'You know my house: if you can

make shift with its scanty accommodations, you

will be most heartily welcome.' He replied that,

if I made that offer for Christ's sake, I should not

miss of a reward. And I returned, 'Don't let

me be mistaken : it was not for Christ's sake, but

for your sake.' One of our common acquaintance

jocosely remarked that, knowing it to be the cus-

tom of the saints, when they received any favor,
to shift the burden of the obligation from off their

own shoulders and place it in Heaven, I had

contrived to fix it on earth."

THE following from Unity is worth considering:

"There is more than one side from which to look

at any question, and it occurs to us that those who

are deploring the absence of religious convictions

in the lateGeorge Eliot have not seen all around.

Is it not just as trenchant a rebuke on the current

conceptions and beliefs that one of the most ear-

nest and prophetic thinkers could not share them ?

If the idea of God was inconceivable to her and

that of immortality unbelievable, it isn't the least

unlikely that, as she apprehended these matters,

they not only were to her, but would be to most

ofus, inconceivable and unbelievable. This is no

self-regarding vanity that prompts her to the

course: her life is one long, steady seeking after

righteousness ; her ideals are not less eternal than

the current ones, her heroism not less sustained,

her insight not less clear."

In a letter printed in the Commonwealth, Oliver

Johnson, after adducing testimony covering the

attitude of the churches and pulpits during the

period from 1831, and earlier, up to the time of

the Rebellion, adds : "The ill-informed or unscru-

pulous gentlemen who would cover up the guilt of

the American churches in opposing emancipation,

and, more audacious still, would claim for those

churches the credit of abolishing slavery, may as

well understand that flinging stones at Garrison,

Phillips, and their associates will not help their

cause, and that before they can succeed they must

meet and overthrow the testimony of scores of

men whose Orthodoxy is as unimpeachable as their

own. Such men as Prof. Phelps, Dr. Dexter, and

others like them, will find that they have under-

taken a task beyond their powers. History will

rise up in judgment against them. The Persian

monarch was not more powerless to blot from the

wall the record of his guilt and shame than these

men are to avert the just verdict of posterity upon

the leaders in Church and State who sought to pro-

tect American slavery."

A WRITER in the Catholic Review states some

facts which his brethren would do well to con-

sider : " Burchard's association of 'rum' with 'Ro-

manism' (Catholicity) was exceedingly offensive, no

doubt; and it was resented by a severe loss to Mr.

Blaine's vote. Nevertheless, unpalatable a truth

as it may be, it is still the truth that, in local poli-

tics, the liquor interests and the Catholic vote

nearly always coincide.... There is no need of

exaggeration in this matter. But the truth is that

the mechanic who gives up his useful trade and

opens a drinking-place on the corner thereby ac-

quires fifty times the influence, or more, which he

would have exercised, had he stuck to his honest

labor. He becomes a political leader among the

poor. Catholicity is the religion of the poor as

well as the rich ; and, as most of the workingmen

who have any religion of consequence are Catho-

lics, the saloon-keeper becomes apolitical leader of

the workingmen, and, logically but sorrowfully it

must be admitted, of the majority of Catholics.

What is this but 'rum' and 'Romanism' ?" This

writer calls upon Catholics to assert their inde-

pendence of the liquor interests,which, he says, are

just as tyrannical and perhaps more tyrannical

than George III.'s rule.

DR. LYMAN BEECHER was tried for heresy by

the Presbytery of Cincinnati for certain utter-

ances of his in New England. The case had got

up to the Synod, which met in Cincinnati, in 1834.

The testimony was all in. One forenoon, Dr.

Beecher commenced summing up in his defence.

As usual, he was able and ingenious while address-

ing his distinguished auditory. On the adjourn-

mentat noon, he took a select party to his house

for dinner, among whomwere some of his antago-

nists. As was the doctor's wont in enthusiastic

hours, he kept right on making his speech at the

dinner table. He was vivid, elastic, and facetious.

He seemed particularly desirous of favorably im-
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pressing his moderate opponents. Suddenly there

piped up from the lower end of the table a voice

which uttered these words : "Father, I listened to

your speech in the Synod this morning, and I

know you are plagued good at twisting ; but, if

you can twist your creed on to the Westminster

Confession of Faith, you can twist better than

I think you can." The doctor's countenance fell,

but only for a moment. He suddenly rallied and

said, "All my boys are smart, and some of them

are impudent." Then, of course, rose a laugh.

The voice that piped up from the lower endof the

table belonged to Henry Ward Beecher. Whether

he can twist his creed on to the Confession of

Faith, it does not become me to decide. The

doctor's case went up to the General Assembly,

and was yet undecided when the Presbyterian

Church was rent in two in 1838.-H. B. Stanton,

in Random Recollections .

The Judex.

BOSTON, MAY 21, 1885.

THE INDEX is published every Thursday, at No.44Boyl-

ston Street, Boston,by an incorporated Board of Trustees

nominated by the Free Religious Association. Terms:

Three dollars per year, in advance.

THE objects of THE INDEX may be defined by the objects

of the Free Religious Association ; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-

towship in the spirit, and to encourage the scientific study
of man's religious nature and history" ; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks

these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.

Itwould subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations-the Christian no less

than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

Impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipateRe-
ligion from bondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-

tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

may be put more effectually to the service of a higher

Morality and an improved Social Welfare.

AFRIEND writes : "Dr. G. Stanley Hall's lecture

on The New Psychology,' delivered on the occa-

sion of his inauguration as professor of philosophy

at Johns Hopkins University, last autumn, has

just been published. Professor Hall is, perhaps,

the most assiduous of American workers in the

field of physiological psychology, and the most

familiar with contemporary German research.

His full and careful résumé of recent psychological

thought is of singular interest and value, and his

large empirical knowledge gives significance to

his philosophical conclusions. 'All who have

absorbed themselves in these studies,' he says,

'have seen the logical impossibility of every purely

materialistic theory of knowledge.' 'If all cells

and fibres involved in each act of the mind or

emotional statement might be conceived to be

numbered and weighed, and all the circulatory

thermal, chemical, and electrical changes exactly

formulated, the sense of utter incommensurability

between these objective relations and the closer,

more intimate consciousness of such acts and

states would be sufficient as a corrective of mate-

rialism and as a positive justification of an ideal-

istic view of the world. " The friend who sent

us the above is probably aware that there is a class

of thinkers among whom are men of unsurpassed

ability, who have long maintained the "incommen-

surability" between the molecular motions of the

brain and consciousness, and who are neither

materialists nor idealists, as these words are com-

monly understood, but who, nevertheless, hold that

that which appears objectively as force and matter

is identical with that which appears subjectively as

consciousness. If, instead of hurling their old ob-

jections against each other, the so-called material-

ists and idealists could forget their contentions

long enough to examine carefully an eclectic and

synthetic system, which unites in a philosophical

realism the profoundest truths taught by material-

ists and idealists, it would be "greatly to their

credit," since it would show an advance beyond

the scholasticism of the university professors of

philosophy in this country.

B. F. UNDERWOOD will lecture at East Dennis,

Mass., next Sunday, on "Ideal and Actual Methods

of Progress."

Or all the evil spirits abroad at this hour in the

world, insincerity is the most dangerous.-Froude.

O YOU who linger in the night of toil,

And long for day,

Takeheart. The grandest hero is the man

Ofwhom the world shall say

That from the roadside of defeat he plucked

The flower success,

Bravely and with a modesty sublime,

Not with blind eagerness.

-W. T. Talbott .

WILLIAM J. POTTER,

BENJAMIN F. UNDERWOOD, :::: :} Editors .

NO WRITERS in THE INDEX, editorial or other, are to be

regarded as speaking in behalf of the Free Religious Asso-

ciation as awhole; nor is any writer to be held responsible

for any opinions expressed in its columns except his own.

For all unsigned editorial matter, B. F. UNDERWOOD, the

office editor, is responsible.

ALL communications intended for the paper and all

business letters should be addressed to B. F. UNDERWOOD,

the Business Manager,44 Boylston Street, Boston, to whose

order all checks and drafts for THE INDEX should be

made payable. Letters for Mr. POTTER should be ad-

dressed to him, at New Bedford, Mass.

PAPERS are forwarded until an explicit order is

received by the publishers to discontinue, and until pay-

ment of all arrearages is made. The change of date on the

address label is a receipt for renewal, and no other receipt

willbe sent unless specially requested.

For The index .

The Profit-maker and the Socialists .

BY VAN BUREN DENSLOW, LL.D.

(Concludedfrom last week . )

ing as profits the excess of price which demand

or need puts upon his product over its cost of

production.

I am aware that the wages-worker points to

the "lock-outs, strikes," commercial crises, times

whenhe is out of work, or works for an insolvent

employer who does not pay him, and insists that

he, too, shares in the losses of industry due to

its being turned into channels where its product

is not demanded. In the cases of lock-outs and

strikes, the wages-worker is paid while he works ;

but his work stops. There is no loss of pay for

work actually performed. Consequently, no wealth

passes out of him to compensate society for a

mal-employment of labor. On the contrary, he

may have grown richer by that very mal-employ-

ment of labor by which society would have

grown poorer but for the fact that the whole loss

to society is paid for out of his employer's capital.

In commercial crises, labor and capital both stand

still. Labor contributes no value, which is capable

ofcompensating for a loss, to society. But the cap-

italist who has invested fifty millions in building

a railroad worth five millions has sustained a net

loss of forty-five millions, which, if society in the

aggregate were the capitalist, would have to be

borne by society at large. The only case in which

the wages-worker makes a loss which makes him

a sharer in the punishment due to an unprofitable

guidance of industry is when he works for an

employer in creating reproductive wealth, and his

employer so fails as not to pay him. In this

case, the wages-worker "adventures" or risks his

labor virtually on the success of the enterprise;

and, to make it fair toward him, he ought to be

getting enough higher wages than he could earn

elsewhere to compensate him.

Most socialists concede that, in the present

organization of labor, the rule of the profit-maker

is temporarily just, because of its temporary neces-

sity. But they desire mankind to believe that it

is not intrinsically and perpetually just or neces-

sary; in short, that, as Mr. Mill argues, it rests

upon the arbitrary institutions and customs of

men and not on irreversible economic law. Those

economists, on the contrary, who have elaborated

a just because necessary and inevitable doctrine

of economic distribution must hold that, whatever

ascendency over the wages-workers economic law

gives to enterprisers and profit-makers to-day, it

must give them eternally, and that greater equality

in the control of reproductive wealth can only

be arrived at by increasing the ratio of the enter-

prisers and profit-makers to the wages class until

the former embrace the whole of society and the

latter cease to exist .

In economic law, the right of the profit-maker

to rule industry arises out of his correlative func-

tion of loss-sustainer,-a function which neither

Karl Marx, Lassalle, nor any other of the social-

ists nor quasi-socialists, like Mill, takes cognizance

of. If aprofit-maker produces thatwhich society

does not want, he is punished for it by being

obliged to sell it for as much less than it cost him

to produce it as society has less need of it than

of other things which might have been produced

by the same effort. Having no right to compel

society to pay him more for his product than it

pleases, as society pleases to pay him less than its

cost, the difference is his loss, penalty, or punish-

ment for ignorantly assuming to lead social indus-

try into any other form of work than that for

which there was most demand or need. It is upon

condition of sustaining all these losses that the

profit-maker enjoys his counter-privilege of collect-

As a rule and in the large, the profit-maker

relieves society of all pecuniary loss by the un-

profitable misdirection of labor in the production

of that for which there is less than the highest

current demand. He exempts society from all

waste of labor by paying the penalty of such

waste himself. No other system could be so evi-

dently economical to society as that which relieves it

of all loss by waste. Compare the waste incident

to the building of the New York Court House by

Tweed, a socialistic or State enterprise, with the

economy with which the East River Bridge was

built, a private or "monopoly" enterprise. The latter

cost but $15,000,000 against the former's $12,000,-

000, but is one of the seven wonders of the world,

while the former is only a court-house. Socialism,

under our tax system, already gets access to two

and a quarter per cent. per annumon the assessed

value of all property in New York City. Out of

the fund so acquired, it pays one wages-worker

eighty cents per cubic yard for shovelling earth,

which it pays another eight dollars and eighty

cents to shovel. The difference is the waste which

is incident to socialistic method, andmaybe called

"profits of corruption," which, in the case stated,

utterly dwarf the profits of capital. If these

things be done in the green tree,when socialism

has access to only two and a quarter per cent. of

the capital of New York City, what would be

done in the dry,-i.e., if socialistic methods con-

trolled all distribution of wealth? Might not the

profits of capital be lost in the "earnings ofcorrup-

tion" ?

Again, who can estimate the value of the vast

saving to society which accrues, and the vastly

more rapid growth of wealth which results, and

the prodigiously greater amount of mental service

rendered by each part of society to every other

under a system which, by shoving over all uneco-

nomic and unprofitable effort on those who cause

it, resolutely holds the great mass of workers to

i
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effort that may be perhaps distasteful and uncon-

genial to nearly every person engaged in it, but

which, by the very fact that it "pays a profit," is

inexorably proved to be the most demanded of

any service that could be rendered ?

To borrow the phrase of Schopenhauer and Von

Hartmann, the Unconscious Will, or irresistible in-

stinct, of society is wiser than its conscious will

or reasoned theories, even as expressed in legisla-

tion, and is especially wiser than the theories of

economic charlatans, who are indebted for much

of their capacity to write glibly and fluently to

their incapacity to "think out" the absurdity of

their own imperfect thinking.

In an economic sense, the power to earn and

accumulate profits is proportionate to the utility

of the service rendered by the profit-maker to

society. In short, the economic organization of

society is just. This conclusion is inevitable,

when it is once perceived that inequality in the

diffusion of reproductive wealth promotes equality

inthe consumption of enjoyable wealth.

The greatest possible saving to society is pro-

moted by the concentration of reproductive wealth

into the hands of those who will apply it most

profitably and with least loss to reproductive pur-

poses, and who will divert the smallest ratio of it

to purposes of consumption. Though reproductive

wealth perse is notconsumable, and though canals,

locomotives, land, and furnaces cannot be eaten,

drunk, or worn, there is a broad margin of repro-

ductive forms of wealth, such as negotiable secu-

rities, mortgages, shares, bonds, notes, bank ac-

counts, and money, which constantly tempts the

holder to withdraw them from the work of repro-

duction and make them a means of increasing his

consumption or that of others. He does this when-

everhe takes capital from his business to increase

his cost of living. As between two persons both

having the same income, say ten thousand dollars,

one of whom devotes two thousand and the other

eight thousand to expenditure for consumption and

enjoyment, society has a four times greater imme-

diate interest in the concentration of wealth upon

the former than in the latter, because under the

former four times as much capital is devoted to

reproductive purposes. The law that reproductive

capital shall constantly tend to accumulate in the

hands of those who withdraw least of their gross

income for expenditure is at the very basis of the

whole business instinct, and is obviously the law

which will promote with most rapidity the growth

of wealth . That it is natural will be obvious to

every one who reflects that it is by the same law

that the oak becomes stronger and more permanent

than the weed, or one animal than another. Its

organization enables the oak to save a large relative

proportion of its nutrition, which it deposits in an-

nual layers in a manner to promote the greatest pos-

sible reproduction of woody tissue,-i.e., to extend

its leafy surface to the light over the largest area.

So in the hound there is a large setting apart or

saving, out of his nutritive supply, of the nerve

fibre and bone which in him supply the means of

reproducing his food by the chase. But in the

hog there is hardly any capacity whatever, and

none in the civilized state, to reproduce his supply

of food by his own effort, because it all goes to

fat and contentment, wallowing and sensuality.

Hence, like'a politician,he can only live and at-

tain his full growth bywallowing in the mire of

corruption and being fed by those who have more

muscle and less fat.

"Capital begins in abstinence," is one of the

early modes of expressing the fact that the con-

trol of industry inheres in those who divert from

reproductive to consumptive purposes the small-

est fraction of their incomes. Obviously there

could be no other class to whom society could, if

it acted through its conscious instead of through

its Unconscious Will, so economically intrust its

reproductive wealth as to those who would deduct

in the least degree from its volume, add to it

whenever practicable,keep it profitably employed,

and make a lower charge for its use than any

others could.

The immediate growth of society in wealth is,

therefore, promotedby having reproductive wealth

pass, as it usually does, into the hands of the parsi-

monious, the grasping, and the avaricious. Sen-

timent, poetry, and religion may alike rebel against

the notion that the great rewards and powers are

reserved by natural law to skilful money getters.

For thus natural law is brought into open conflict

with what is assumed to be divine law. But, as

the very pulpits which rebuke the theory are in-

variably located expressly where they will get the

"carriage custom," the pretended conflict is not

real.

Reproductive wealth is to society, relatively to

consumable wealth, what the engines, tunnels,

aqueducts, and water-pipes of a great city are

relatively to the water, namely, means of forcing

it from the point where it exists in surplus, and is

therefore useless, to the point where it is not only

needed, but most needed, the degree of need being

always certified in economics by the return of ef-

fort or "price" the supply will bring. To say that

commodities tend to where they will bring the

highest price is to say that supply seeks out the

greatest need, and this in turn is to say that

the organization of society is humane.

The perfection with which this work of involun-

tary mutual helpfulness from selfish motives ends

in a universal and nearly equal supply of food,

raiment, and shelter, has caused nearly all men to

believe that it is accomplished by a supernatural,

special Providence. This ascription is touchingly

expressed in Lamartine's "Morning Hymn" of a

little child, of part of which I venture the follow-❘

ing translation :-

"They tell me Thou givest alone

The fields to little birds wild,

And also to each little child

The spirit by which thou art known.

"They say it is thou who dost send

The gardens their wardrobe of flowers ;

Without thee, our orchards with showers

Ofgolden fruit never would bend.

"The blessing. thy riches afford

Allthe world are invited to share.

The worm has enough and to spare

AtNature's munificent board.

"The lamb maybrowse the wild thyme;

Thegoat may seek out the cytise;

The fly on my cup, if he please,

Maydrink the white drops of mycream.

"The lark o'er the bitter grain sings,

Which thehand of the gleaner foregoes ;

The swallow the winnower knows;

Andthe child to its own mother clings ."

While in nature the supply for the lower forms of

life seems to be thus everywhere provided, in fact

the struggle for subsistence is of the same charac-

ter in nature as in man. Although in man every

act of production and exchange seems voluntary

and artificial, and nothing has value except as it

stands associated with labor, yet experience proves

civilized society, commercial crisis, involving a

cancellation of bankrupts' accounts without pay-

ment, and the temporary assistance of the less

fortunate by public taxation or private charity, is

the extreme form of distress possible. Arapidly

increasing percentage of infants born reach ma-

turity, and a steady diminution goes on in the

forcible extinction of life.

But the miracle of organization which comes

nearest in its quality to a special Providence is

that whereby each individual in nearly fifteen

hundred millions of people, aiming chiefly and al-

most solely to benefit or enrich himself, renders

to others in so doing that endless complexity of

mutual service which diffuses throughout the globe

and to its most distant inhabitants the means of

maintaining that diversified diet, mode of life, and

relaxation which civilization requires. To the

people of some portions of the world, the supply

is barely up to the needs of a semi-barbarous

existence. These, however, have a coarseness of

appetite and dulness of sense which cause that to

seem abundance which to others would be depri-

vation.

cease.

The socialists contend that the organization of

society should be so perfect as to relieve all persons

from the prospect or possibility of want. Econo-

mists teach that the prospect and possibility of want,

especially when mitigated and softened by the legal

right to relief at State expense which the pauper,

incompetent, and suffering classes have in all

enlightened countries, and when tempered by or-

ganized charities of all kinds,become the mildest

stimulus adequate to keep mankind at work with

the degree of industry essential to the highest

average of comfort. Under this degree of stimu-

lus, the total labor and production of society are

not greater than are needed. If, therefore, it were

lessened, the production and mutual service

would lessen. The readiness to work would

And its cessation is social suicide. The

substitute which socialism would be compelled to

propose for the prospect of want as a coercive

force to induce work would necessarily be either

want itself, which would only renew the present

order of things, or bodily coercion and punish-

ment,-i.e. , chains, imprisonment, the shower bath,

thumb screw, and lash, which would be a shute

backward into slavery and barbarism. It is idle

to deny that, among those who fail to save money

and accumulate capital, the predominant cause is :

(1) animalism, the inability to abstain from a

possible immediate sensual pleasure as a means to

future success; (2) insubordination, or the inabil-

ity to defer to the will of the organizers of labor

sufficiently to make their services trustworthy and

reliable ; (3) lack of foresight and sagacity in the

investment of their means, owing to a deficient

value sense ; and (4) defective nervous and mental

organization. But all of these reasons, if carefully

weighed, will be found to be compulsory and

irresistible reasons why such persons should have

as little control of capital as possible, and should

be kept at work for their own sake as well as for

that of society. There are far more people in the

world, and especially in America, who attain

money and wealth more easily than is good for

their happiness than there are who attain it too

that the waste of generation and of life diminishes | slowly. It is seen in families made miserable or

rapidly as we ascend in the scale of animals

toward man; and that, in man, the more complex

and diversified the system of interchange becomes,

the less is the waste of life, and the larger the

populations to be maintained, the greater becomes

the ease of their maintenance. The diffusion of

consumable wealth was formerly so imperfect that

famines were frequent : now, they are confined to

barbarous and sparsely populated countries. In

destroyed by sordid and infamous contests over

their property; in married couples divorced by

a slight increase in their wealth, perhaps, but

which outruns their growth in the capacity to

defer to the rights, tastes, and sentiments of others,

without which wealth becomes vulgar; in a very

general contempt which intellectual and polite

people in all countries feel for the wealth that

stands associated with dishonesty, brutal manners,
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and coarse, ignorant, or mercenary meanness. falsely called the lower passions, but which should

That money is made too easy is true, not merely be called the vital passions, because directly essen-

where it crops out in vast and vulgar fortunes, but ❘ tial to life itself, are satisfied, the remoter and indi-

among the wages-workers, where a man who has

worked faithfully for years, without a spree, on two

dollars a day, is made foreman of a gang in a

rolling mill at $100 a month, and after one month

of prosperity, too great for his animalism, enters

on a career of debauchery which speedily lands

him in the hospital or penitentiary. A census of

those whose prosperity is greater than is good for

their peace would show that they far outnumber

the righteously needy.

Pecuniary power bears no necessary ratio to in-

tellect, culture, piety, charity, honesty, learning,

or any other of the mental or moral graces. The

function of all these is rather to give us dignity

without wealth than to bring wealth itself. The

principles of economic distribution are justified

when wealth centres in those in whom the sense

of value is most highly developed, and who,

therefore, are able to practise greatest abstinence

in its use, to keep it most profitably employed, to

exact the smallest return for its service, and to

diffuse its service to the greatest number.

If any economic work calls attention to the

almost absolute equality in the personal consump-

tionof all men for food, raiment, and shelter, the

observation has escaped my notice. And yet a

man's capacity to increase his consumption of

wealth is so limited that he can as easily add to

his stature as to the quantity of food he can eat,

of clothing he can wear, of shelter he can enjoy.

Amillionnaire with dyspepsia must breakfast on

an egg and coffee and graham gems. A beggar

in good health can consume six times more and

better food. If a merchant prince build a marble

palace which will last five centuries, and contain,

at the average, two hundred persons, his personal

use of it becomes more economical-i.e. , involves

less waste or destruction of the dwelling-than is

involved in the use by a peasant of a hut so poor

that he must build a new one every twenty years.

So the deduction of capital made by the million-

naire, all of whose wealth is in railways and bank

stocks and whose money is on deposit in bank,

where it is, of course, in circulation from the

active uses of society, is less than the deduction

made by the journey-worker who dare not trust

the banks, but keeps the sum with which he

expects to purchase a home, in gold, in his chest.

scended to read. It seems to have disturbed him

greatly; and he says that, although, "had this ap-

peared in some journals, it would not be worth

serious notice," since it appeared in The Index, to

leave it unconsidered would be "by silence to

appear to assent to the theory that that over-

turner of so many idols-'the latest criticism'-has

unearthed evidence unknown to the past, compe

tent to reverse its judgment as to the character of

patriots whose title to our veneration has been

supposed to be unassailable."

rect passions call for satisfaction. These are often,

inobedience to an irrational system of ethics, called

the higher emotions or faculties, being social or

spiritual and in no way vital. In economics, they

serve at least two functions, and doubtless more.

But, chiefly, they furnish forms of wealth which

are permanent, and of nearly universal estimation,

and which therefore become means of storing

wealth for permanentpreservation, and for express-

ing socially the completeness of the owner's tri-

umph over property. Diamonds, coronets, crowns,

palaces, pictures, church architecture, and costly

shows are all of this class. But they also become

a means whereby the Unconscious Will works in

society as instinct works among bees, to accom-

plish solidarity. They push financial relief further

outward and downward into the waste places of

earth than it could otherwise come. When the

hardy Norway or Spitzbergen savage essays to get

a little nearer to the pole with his chubby wife and

fur-wrapped babies,he is helped in his career by

the fact that in the capitals of Europe the ermine

which he takes is worn by emperors or judges, the

eider down which he gathers makes the princess'

pillow or lines her cloak, and the skin of the seal

protects her form in winter; the negro on the

Congo counts on brightening his home in the

jungle with the price of the ostrich feathers which

he sends to the Flora McFlimsy of civilization ;

the mountaineer in Peru or Hindustan knows that

his herd, however small or wild, is his best reli-

ance; but now and then one is raised to affluence

by finding a crystal of value, or even a diamond. | terribly; that he was a vestryman in twoEpisco-

All the forces of nature and society conspire

together to equalize the distribution, not merely

of the consumable means of enjoyment, but of

enjoyment itself. If men abhor labor and culti-

vate inactivity, their harvest is a loss of sleep and

of digestion, which they must return to physical

toil to recover. If their prosperity builds palaces,

the sewer gas enters ; the prince consort of Eng-

landdying, prematurely by thirty years, by breath-

ing an air more poisonous than poor Joe found in

"Tom-all-Alone's." To reign over Russia is to

lose one's liberty. To steal a railroad may be,

as in the case of Fisk, to lose one's life. To

inherit from a Vanderbilt may be to lose one's

reason.

In the distribution of wealth for consumption

there is a constant tendency and desire to pass

from the more perishable forms of wealth devoted

to mere sustentation to those rarer, costlier, and

more permanent forms which are devoted to exhil-

aration, exaltation, and ostentation. After the

needs of food, raiment, and shelter are provided

for, man desires stimulating beverages, social in-

fluence and excitements, religious connections,

superstitions, art, poetry, music, the drama, stat-

ues, pictures, equipages, jewelry, costly dress, libra-

ries, diamonds. As fast as what are inaptly and

The Ceylonese with his pearl, the Parisian lace-

maker, the vine-raiser on the Apennines, the Chi-

nese silk and tea growers, the ivory hunters on the

Niger, and the growers of roses in Bulgaria, all

serve to illustrate the fact that luxury and osten-

tation are the means whereby society's Uncon-

scious Will determines that the surplus consumable

wealth of the overrich shall serve to carry relief

to the more distant and more straightened of the

world's workers as unerringly as their surplus of

reproductive wealth gives employment and suste-

nance to those nearer home.

Those who are determined to see no natural or

healthy laws in economic distribution will not be

helped by these illustrations. There is probably

some good economic reason why, in the existing

order of things, they should see only discord. For,

to denounce the existing order with skill and effect,

they must study it at least a little ; and this study,

however slight, helps to cure the disposition to de-

nounce .

WAS WASHINGTON A CHRISTIAN ?

AReply to the "Congregationalist."

The Congregationalist says, "Fortunately, few

public men resembling him in reticence have left

behind them the materials for so close an inquiry,

as to such a matter, as are afforded by the jour-

nals, letters, public documents, and history of

Washington " ; yet the editor, evidently, after

weeks of searching, is not able to cite one paper or

letter written by Washington showing that he

"believed in Christ as a superhuman being," un-

less it be, which we do not admit, his circular

letter to the governors of the States, which we

were careful to mention in the paragraph to which

the Congregationalist takes exception,-nor do the

testimonies quoted establish the claim that he

was a believer in Orthodox Christianity, or that

he was not a Deist. That he listened,when a boy,

"athis mother's knee to her readings of the Evan-

gelical Contemplations of Sir Matthew Hale,"

and preserved "this identical volume" with "filial

care" ; that at the age of twenty-two, in the ab-

sence of the chaplain,he conducted public prayer;

that he read the burial service when Braddock

was buried ; that he ordered "profane swearing" to

be punished, although sometimes he himself swore

Some weeks ago, in a paragraph printed in the

editorial department of The Index, we asked,

"What proof is there that Washington believed in

Christ as a superhuman being ?" and made a few

quotations, two of them from clergymen, to the

effect that he was probably what was called a

Deist, and added, "Washington died without hav-

ing around him any clergyman, without praying,

without aword about Christ, without any allusion

to the Bible, or any expression implying that he

was either cheered by the promises or disturbed by
the threats of Christianity."

pal churches, helped with his money to build a

church, observed the fast day appointed by the

Virginia House of Burgesses in 1774; that,when

Congress was opened with prayer on the 7th of Sep-

tember, 1774, he knelt "upon the floor of the hall" ;

that he pressed the matter of having chaplains

"of good character and exemplary lives" ; that he

was opposed to "impiety and folly"; that he had

"faith inGod and his friendship for the cause of

American patriots," and supplicated "that his

Providential care might be still extended to the

United States" ; that he averred in his farewell

address "that religion and morality are indispen-

sable supports' of political prosperity, and that

'reason and experience both forbid us to expect

that national morality can prevail in exclusion of

religious principle' " ; that he attended church dur.

ing his presidency,-all these statements may be

readily admitted, but they do not prove that

Washington believed in Christ as a superhuman

being, or that he was an orthodox Christian, or,

indeed, that he was not a Deist.

The Congregationalist admits that, during the

Revolution "and the period that long supervened,"

Washington did not take the eucharist. It thinks

he "felt himself unfitted, and so refrained." It

might have added that the rector of the church of

Alexandria, in 1831, hunting for evidence that

Washingtonwas a professing Christian, and after

inquiring in "everybranch of his family" and of
all who knew him and attended church with him,

was obliged to make the admission, "I find no

onewho evercommuned with him. "

In explanation of our statement that no clergy-

man was present in the last hours of Washington's

life, the Congregationalist mentions the shortness
and severity of the illness and the fact that "the

nearest clergyman was from seven to ten miles

distant." The fact is, Washington believed, when

attacked, that the diseasewould result fatally; and

there was ample time to bring clergymen to his

Last week, the leading editorial of the Congrega-

tionalist, more than three columns in length, was

directed against this paragraph, which we had

forgotten, and which we had never supposed the

editor of the Congregationalist so much as conde- bedside,hadhewantedthem. Robert Dale Owen

7
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wrote, fifty years ago, "It is well known that the

patriot on hisdeath-bed sought none of the conso-

lations of religion; and it has been confidently

stated to me (but, as Ihave not positive authority

at hand to substantiate this, I state it hypotheti-

cally) that he actually refused spiritual aid, when

it was proposed to send for a clergyman." Ac-

cording to the notes of Mr. Tobias Lear, his faith-

ful private secretary, an eye-witness, taken down

the day after Washington's death, his dying words

were : "Doctor, Idiehard; but I am not afraid to

go. Ibelieved frommy first attack I should not

survive it." According to Lear's testimony, not a

wordwas said about religion. The Congregational-

ist admits that, in the notes committed to paper by

Mr. Lear "as to the events of that eventful day,

and which furnish the main staple of what is

known in regard to them, it is true nothing is said

about prayer, the Bible, or Christianity. It issimply

said that the dying man said, 'I am not afraid to

go. " But the Congregationalist explains : Wash-

ington was a "silent man" ; the effect of the

disease upon the throat was severe ; and "Mr. Lear

is known to have had small sympathy with the

religious views of his illustrious chief, and possi-

bly remained ignorant of some facts which took

place, or failed to make mention of them." Then

follows what a clergyman, who was not present,

said, and, although improbable and almost absurd,

in no way affects our statement that Washington

died without any reference to Christ or indication

that he believed in Christianity. The manner in

which he died is a strong indication that he was

not a Christian, but a Deist.

But the Congregationalist points to his conform-

ity to the religious observances of his day as proof

that, if he were not an orthodox Christian, he

was a dissembler. Doubtless there was much in

the Christian worship in which he could honestly

join; and he did not attach so much importance

to theological doctrines and differences as does

our very orthodox critic. "Nor let us," says a

writer, "slander the memories of departed patriots

bycomplaining that their creeds were breathed in

the ear of private friendship alone, and not to a

public that has yet to learn respect for honesty,

andwhich may then justly challenge evasion and

concealment, when it has frowned into impotence

the tyranny which sits injudgment on conscience,

and arraigns for the crime of sincerity."

human character of Christ nor in the supernatural

origin of the Bible, and who, the Congregationalist

will admit,cannot fairly be called Christians.

In regard to Washington's religious views,

Thomas Jefferson wrote :--

"Dr. Rush told me that he had it fromAsa Greene

that, when the clergy addressedGen. Washington on

his departure from the government, it was observed

in their consultation that he had never, on any oсса-

sion, said a word to the public which showed a belief

in the Christian religion, and they thought they

should so pen their address as to force him at length

to declare publicly whether he was a Christian or

not. They did so. However, he observed, the old

fox was too cunning for them. He answered every

article of their address particularly except that,

which he passed over without notice. Rush observes

he never did say a word on the subject in any of his

public papers, except in his valedictory letter to the

governors of the States, when he resigned his com-

mission in the army, wherein he speaks of the 'be-

nign influence of the Christian religion .'

"I know that Gouverneur Morris, who pretended to

be in his secrets, and believed himself to be so, has

often told me that Gen. Washington believed no

more in that system than he himself did."-Jefferson's

Journal of February, 1800, Jefferson's Works, vol. iv . ,

p.512.

Gouverneur Morris was in the Continental Con-

gress of 1777-80, was one of the committee that

drafted the Federal Constitution, was minister to

France, was a lawyer and an author, and in politics

a Federalist.

In the Albany Daily Advertiser of Oct. 29, 1831,

was published a sermon by the Rev. Dr. Wilson of

that city, in which he said Washington was not a

"professor of religion," adding :-

"When the Congress sat in Philadelphia, President

Washington attended the Episcopal church. The

rector, Dr. Abercrombie, has told me that, on the

days when the sacrament of the Lord's Supper was

to be administered, Washington's custom was to rise,

just before the ceremony commenced, and to walk

out of the church. This became a subject of remark

in the congregation, as setting a bad example. At

length, the Doctor undertook to speak of it, with a

direct allusion to the President. Washington was

heard afterward to remark that this was the first time

a clergyman had thus preached to him, and that he

would henceforth neither trouble the Doctor nor his

congregation on such occasions. And ever after that,

upon communion days, he absented himself from the

church."

The following reference to the sermon is from

the pen of Robert Dale Owen, and is copied from

appendix to the Discussion between Bachelor and

Owen (p. 367) :-

Whether the expressions in Washington's circu-

lar to the governors of States, designed for the

perusal of a Christian people, prove that Washing-

ton was not a Deist, let those judge who are ac-

quainted with his intellectual character and with

the methods of public men, especially cautious and

conservative public menof all countries,who, with-

*holding public expression of their own religious

views, so far as it might lessen the weight of their

words or impair popular confidence in the wis-

dom of their recommendations, accommodate their

language to the religious condition of the masses.

Not simply statesmen and rulers absorbed with af-

fairs of State, but pious anddevout divines whose

business is to teach theology and ethics, subscribe

to creeds at Andover and elsewhere which they can

believe onlyby an interpretation of the language

never designed by those who wrote the creeds. If

Washington, in times less enlightened than these

and less tolerant of heresy, did not publicly and

unreservedly avow his religious beliefs, still his

reputation is in no danger. He regarded himself

a Christian, doubtless, according to his own inter-

pretation of Christianity, as did Jefferson, Frank-

lin, and other great characters of the Revolution

who were Deists, as did Elias Hicks and Theodore

Parker, as do eminent statesmen, authors, and

ministers to-day, who have no belief in the super- church, and secretly prayed. I need not surely re-

"As this important paragraph, being only from a

newspaper report, could hardly be considered authen-

tic, I myself called, accompanied by a gentleman of

this city, on Dr. Wilson this afternoon. After giving

myname and stating the object of my visit, I read to

the Doctor, at his request, the above paragraph.

When I had completed, he said, 'I indorse every

word of that.' He further added: 'As I conceive that

truth is truth, whether it make for or against us, I

will not conceal from you any information on this

subject, even such as I have not yet given to the

public. At the close of our conversation on the sub-

ject, Dr. Abercrombie's emphatic expression was , for I

well remember the words, " SIR, WASHINGTON WAS A

DEIST! " NOw,' continued Dr. Wilson, 'I have dili-

gently perused every line that Washington ever gave

to the public; and I do not find one expression in

which he pledges himself as a professor of Christian-

ity. I think any man who will candidly do as I have

done will come to the conclusion that he was a Deist,

and nothing more. I do not take upon myself to say

positively that he was, but that is my opinion. '

1

"Dr. Abercrombie, the associate of Bishop White,"

continues Mr. Owen, "in the pastoral charge of

Christ's Church in Philadelphia, is now alive to cor-

roborate the statement of his brother clergyman."

"In proof of his Orthodoxy," says Owen, "we have

merely the vague opinions of certain individuals, the

fact that he rented a pew, looked out a location for a

peat that this is no proofat all of anything more than

Deism; and that the lack of further evidence, so as-

siduously sought after, is, of itself, presumptive of

Washington's heterodoxy, especially when added to

the undenied and undeniable fact adduced by Jeffer-

son, that Washington, in replying to the clergy's ad-

dress, evaded expressing any belief in Christianity, and

that he never did say a word on the subject in any

ofhis public papers except his valedictory letter to

the governors of States, where he speaks of the 'be-

nign influence of the Christian religion.'

"No clergyman around his death-bed, no protesta-

tions that in the dying hour religion afforded him

aid, no praying, no repeating texts, no asking for a

Bible to read a chapter; not a syllable about the re-

deeming blood of Christ or the saving efficacy of

divine grace, or any of the rest of it; not even a

straw for the orthodox to catch at and work up in a

tract form as 'The Dying Testimony of that Distin-

guished Christian, George Washington.' True, the

Father of his Country died the death of a patriot: he

died as he had lived, in dignity and peace; but he

left behind him not one word to warrant the belief

that he was other than a sincere theist.... Elias

Hicks, too, spoke of the 'Divine author of our

blessed religion' ; he, too, prayed and read from the

Bible; he, too, spoke of 'the pure and benign light

of revelation' ; he, too, regularly attended public

worship; and he, too, was a man whose integrity was

proverbial. What shadow of a reason have we for

believing that the religion of the hero of Mount Ver-

nonwas more orthodox than that of the philosopher

of Long Island ?"

As to the value of these testimonies, our readers

can judge for themselves. They are sufficient to

show that there were strong doubts as to Wash-

ington's orthodoxy-which the Congregationalist

thinks beyond question-long before the para-

graph which has disturbed our esteemed contem-

porary was written ; that in his own dayhe was re-

garded by eminent men, even by aclergyman who

was personally acquainted with him and was rector

of the church he attended, as a Deist. Whether

Washington was a Christian or a Deist, or, if a

Christian, whether he was orthodox or heterodox,

is a question to which we attach no great impor-

tance, and have given this amount of space to the

subject only because the Congregationalist assumes

that Washington's orthodoxy is established be-

yond controversy, and that our quoted suggestions

that Washington was a Deist should be regarded

as defamation of the noble dead.

B. F. UNDERWOOD.

CORRESPONDENCE.

WHY I BECAME A MORMON, AND WHY I

APOSTATIZED .

Editors of The Index :-

Iwas born in Canada West, county of Leeds, March

6, 1809, of poor but respectable parents, who were

able to give their children but the slight education

attained by a few months' attendance at the public

school . Books for instruction consisted of the Bible,

Webster's spelling-book, the English Preceptor, a

geography, and an arithmetic. There was but one

newspaper in the county, and that not well patron-

ized. My parents were strictly orthodox in their

religion, belonging to the Methodist Church. In con-

sequence, I was taught all the materiality of God and

the devil, the endless joy of heaven and the eternal

misery of hell.

This church I joined at the age of twenty-two years,

and was a most conscientious member and advocate

of their principles ; attended the local and circuit

preaching, and upheld the church with money and

prayers. But I was puzzled to see some of my less

zealous brothers repeatedlybecome drunk and beat

their families, then come to church and pray for and

get (?) forgiveness, and evince such ecstatic joy and

peace of mind unattainable by myself, ever making

the best endeavor to attain Christian perfection. I

thought of the passage in the Bible where God says

each one shall be rewarded according to his merits ,

and asked the minister for an explanation. He an-

swered by referring to the parable of the prodigal
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son, and the words of Jesus concerning "the one sin-

ner that repenteth." But I was not satisfied. There

was evident injustice in the cases athand.

While in this state of mind there came a man into

our neighborhood named Blakesly, calling himself a

Mormon, or one of the Church of the Latter Day

Saints , a disciple of Joseph Smith. He claimed that

Smith was a prophet of God, ordained by the hands

of holy angels to bring in a new dispensation of the

fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ, with all the

gifts pertaining as described in the New Testament,

where the HolyGhost was given by the imposition

of hands. He declared that the gifts of healing the

sick, speaking in tongues, interpreting, prophesying,

etc. , which had been lost for centuries, were restored.

Atfirst, I doubted his ability to sustain these claims.

But soon sufficient converts were made and baptized

to organize a church; and when I had seen good old

men whom I had known from childhood, whose

veracity could not be doubted, arise and speak in

unknown tongues, another immediately arise and in-

terpret, interpret songs and sing them in the same

tune as the first, and saw the sick healed, like many

others I thought God had revealed himself through

his servants as in the days of the apostles, and be-

came converted.

And why should I not, being already a firmbe-

liever in the Bible ? Forhad not Jesus said unto his

disciples, "And greater things than these shall ye do,

for I go to the Father" ? And, after his death and res-

urrection, he appeared to them, upbraiding for their

strengthened by the reports of the unsuccessful at-

tempts to settle in Missouri. It was not in harmony

with the perfect knowledge of God that he should

have inspired that appointment. I now felt anxious

to investigate the whole affair. And, for the purpose

of learning as nearly the truth as possible regarding

the finding of the plates and the translation of the

Book of Mormon, I stopped at Kirtland and inter-

viewed Martin Harris, he being one of the witnesses

of the Book. I asked him if he saw the plates. He

said, "Yes." Then, "Did you see with the natural

eye?" He answered, "No: an angel ofGod appeared

and showed them to me." Ihad read in a pamphlet

that Harris claimed he had seen Christ and the devil.

I now asked if this was a fact, and he said it was,

-that Jesus was the handsomest man he ever saw,

and the devil looked like a jackass. "Yes," inter-

rupted his wife, "and you were fool enough to get

out your hounds, and follow it for half a day."

At this time, Harris was trying to establish a claim

to the leadership of the Church. He was but an ordi-

nary-looking and ignorant farmer, whose every ap-

pearance warranted him a good dupe and fit subject

for assisting Joseph in his plans. It was his money

procured by selling his farm that paid for the print-

ing of the first edition ofthe Book of Mormon.

I also called upon Oliver Cowdry, another of the

witnesses . He was then an apostate, and advised me

to go no further, and referred me to another man

regarding the proceedings at far west Missouri.

From that honest old man, I received an account

I found at Nauvoo, greatly increased my scepticism.

Still, I was not satisfied of entire fraud, as none had

disclaimed the purity of Smith in the beginning, nor

the inspiration and truth of the Book of Mormon.

unbelief, saying: "Go ye into all the world and preach | that, together with the bad appearance of the society

the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and

is baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth not

shall be damned; and these signs shall follow them

that believe. In my name, they shall cast out devils,

they shall speak with new tongues, they shall take

up serpents, and, if they drink any deadly thing, it

shall not hurt them, they shall lay hands on the sick

and they shall recover. And they went forth and

preached everywhere, the Lord working with them

and confirming the word with signs following."

Elsewhere we find (Cor. xii.), "For to one is given

by the Spirit the word of wisdom, to another faith,

to another the working of miracles, to another proph-

ecy, to another the discerning of spirits, to another

divers kinds of tongues, to another interpretation of

tongues."

Here we found them fulfilling the words of Christ

and the apostles, those signs following which had

been said should follow the believer, all working in

harmony with and exemplification of Bible teaching.

How could these poor blinded Bible worshippers

deny it was the true gospel and the church to up-

hold?

The Book of Mormon is mistakenly supposed by

many to do away with the Bible. Instead, it is

simply an extra addition to it, in full doctrinal har-

mony, teaching faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, bap-

tism for remission of sins, and the giving of the gifts

of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands by the

authority of the priesthood, and giving the history of

the ten lost tribes of Israel, said to be the aborigines

of this continent. It is claimed to be a revelation

from God written on plates by these aborigines, hid

up, to come forth by his will to restore them, Joseph

Smith being God's chosen instrument of discovery,

revelation, and prophecy .

One of the prime teachings of Mormonism, for

which it has Biblical authority, is the gathering to-

gether of the saints from the four quarters of the

globe against the coming of the Saviour. Joseph

Smith, being the prophet to guide the affairs of the

dispensation, appointed Kirtland, Ohio, as one of

the points of gathering, another in Jackson County,

Missouri . In this latter place, some of the teachings

and practices so incensed the people that they drove

them out across the Missouri River into counties

of Clay and Caldwell. And soon they were driven

from the State by force of arms by authority of the

governor, the alleged reason for so doing being

that they were stealing the property of their neigh-

bors and causing insurrections among the Indians.

They then settled at Nauvoo, Ill. About this time, I

emigrated from the East through Kirtland to Nauvoοο.

But, previous to this, doubts had begun to arise in

my mind regarding "the gifts," from the fact that

many of the prophecies and warnings had proven

false and unwarranted; and I had become satisfied

that they were not inspired of God, but perhaps from

evil or ignorant spirits. And now my doubts were

After my arrival at Nauvoo, I investigated the re-

ports of the practice of polygamy and consecration,

and learned satisfactorily that Smith and other lead-

ing men did practise polygamy, it being later pub-

licly taught; and that there was a society of "Da-

nites" organized for carrying on theft, or consecra-

tion, they termed it, their work not being publicly

proclaimed. These things were extremely obnoxious

tome; and I openly declared them to be in violation

of the laws of right, and therefore not prompted of

God.

Rigdon retained a small following, whichwere soon

scattered. The majority of the people supported

Brigham Young, making him their leader by a vote,

and basing the selection on the fact of his being the

chief of the "twelve apostles."

Being conversant with the book of Doctrine and

Covenants, a book written by Joseph, I relied upon

the declaration therein found, where God said of Jo-

seph, if he sinned, "He shall be taken away, and he

shall not have power, but to appoint another in his

place." I believed Joseph had sinned in these things,

and therefore looked for him "to be taken away."

When he was killed, my belief being thus verified,

I looked for the further fulfilment of the prophecy in

the appointment of a successor; for it was one of the

prime teachings of the Church that it could not live

without a head. Sidney Rigdon claimed to be the

rightful successor by virtue of his high office, he be-

ing one of the prophet's two councillors,-Hiram

Smith, the other councillor, having been killed with

his brother. By virtue of their office as "president,"

the "twelve apostles" claimed the leadership. All

documents drawn up by them were signed "The

Twelve Apostles, Pres."

The non-fulfilment of the prophecy regarding the

appointment shattered my remaining faith in the re-

ligion. It failed at whathad become for me the test-

ing point, and must be false I now decided; and

this decision necessarily included the Bible in my

renunciation, for I had found them through all to be

much alike and harmonious. Thus, my eyes were

opened to make clear, unprejudiced investigation of

it (the Bible), which has been followed by the perfect

conviction of its being but accumulated works of

manymen, and notof God. In the workings of"the

gifts" there is now evidently nothing unusual or mi-

raculous. Speaking in tongues and interpreting is

easily explained by believers in modern Spiritualism,

and for disbelievers yet to be explained by science.

Healing by laying on hands is but the combined

effect of faith and animal magnetism.

There was still another claim made by James J.

Strang, based upon the proper ground of appoint-

ment. Had he asserted his claim immediately, per-

sonally, and with the self-assurance and vigor which

carries convictions, and which later characterized

him, he would doubtless have won the allegiance of

alarge majority.

Iwill add, regarding the Mormons, that they give

allegiance to no people or government except their

own. They believe themselves God's chosen people,

and that eventually all others will be destroyed.

"Go ye into all the world and, preach the gospel to

every creature. Hethat believes and is baptized shall

be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned," is

essentially their motto; and, had they power, they

would destroy all disbelievers, impatient of leaving

that work to the Lord.

He was but slightly known, having been but a

short time a member of the Church, and was not at

Nauvoo at the time of Smith's death; and the other

aspirants, of course, disputed his claim, and declared

the letter of appointment from Joseph, which he

showed, to be a forgery. A few were convinced of

the genuineness of the letter and his right of succes-

sion, and became his followers. Others there were

who did not deny the letter being from Joseph, but

claimed it was not written in expectation of his own

death, but was simply the appointment of Strang as

the head of a new "stake," or "colony," to be

"planted" at Voree.

His church grew to considerable strength onBeaver

Island, where later they located; and there, in the

year 1856, they disbanded at the time of the assassi-

nation of Strang, whomade no appointment of a suc-

cessor, but advised them each to take care of himself.

Yetwecan scarcely believe them moreblood-thirsty

than other Christian sects, when we think of the past

persecutions of Protestants and Catholics, or even of

present utterances reported from these pulpits re-

garding the extermination of the Mormons, and of

the treatment they have received at the hands of

many.

Of the Church of Joseph Smith, Jr. , of whichhe is

president, and not prophet, I understand there are

none of the disgraceful features of the old, and it

differs but slightly from other Protestant sects. They

are loyal to the government, do not teach consecra-

tion, gathering, polygamy, or present prophecy.

B. G. WRIGHT.

"A DARK SEANCE. "

Editors of The Index:

Permit me to thank Mr. Underwood for the "kindly

spirit" of his remarks concerning Mrs. Lord andmy-

self, and for the fair attitude of The Index toward

Spiritualism , as thus indicated.

The author of "A Dark Seance" did not realize,

probably, that in saying that Mrs. Lord touched him

with her own hands, and handled the guitar herself

till he held it securely between his legs after"it fell

from the medium's hands," he was virtually accusing

her of lying and forgery. Yet this is plainly so, since

her assertion has been for years that whateverhands

are felt in the circle are materialized spirit hands

always, and never her own; and whatever movement

of guitar or music-box, or rings or handkerchiefs,

around the circle is a movement made by spirits

always, and never by herself.

And, if Mr. Annet had observed carefully and

without prejudice, he could not fail to have heard

from the other side of the room acknowledgments

that the hands were busy there, while yet Mrs. Lord's

face was toward himself and her lips in full speech

all the time. And, also, that, when her face was

turned wholly away from him, certain hands, larger

and smaller by turns, were busy with him and his

immediate neighbors. But the trouble with Mr. An-

net seems to be that he looked upon almost all the

members of the circle besides himself as people with.

out sense, "who paid their money to be humbugged

and got all they paid for," so that their testimony

counts for nothing with him. Not only this, but he

proceeds to describe his companions, some of whom

were guests of Mrs. Lord, like himself, and had paid

no money at all, thus: "a poor, gray-haired suf-

ferer, " "a poor, weak, broken-hearted dupe," "almost

all the rest were of the earth, earthy," "when the

light was turned up, I noticed that he had a most

peculiar head, with the smallest amount of forehead

Iever saw so large a man have."

Moreover, Mr. Annet declares in the beginning that

Mrs. Lord was introduced by Mrs. Hooker ("whose

name seemed aguarantee of good faith") withmany

good words of commendation, which words "are in-
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dorsedby almost all Spiritualists in this city, and are

heartily echoed by the Spiritualistic press throughout

the country." From which it appears that not only

were the audience of that particular evening of the

earth, earthy, poor, weak, broken-hearted dupes, or

people glad to be humbugged, but almost all the

Spiritualists of Boston and the contributors to the

Spiritualistic press throughout the country must at

one time or another have been in danger of being

thus characterized, if Mr. Annet had chanced to be

present at the time they were pursuing their investi-

gations.

HadMr. Annet called on Mrs. Lord as a gentleman

sincerely desirous of knowing the truth in these

weighty yet mysterious matters, and calmly stated

his difficulties, even his suspicions, she would have

been able to convince him at least that she was a

lady, and that there was no possibility of her being

able to practise such deceptions week after week and

year after year in the city of Boston, and yet main-

tainthe reputation he himselfhad accorded her.

エヴ

For myself, I have been boarding in the same

house with Mrs. Lord for several months, and have

repeatedly attended her "circles," so that I knew

whereof I spake, as surely might have been expected

from one whose name seemed, even to Mr. Annet, a

guarantee of good faith. How should he dare, then,

to shake off the dust of his feet at this door, declaring

Spiritualism a stupendous swindle, and wondering if

that "gray-haired, strong-faced woman," "Isabella

Beecher Hooker, knew what sort of a woman she had

commended to the kindly consideration of a Boston

audience"?

And is it not time, dear sir, that public mediums

and their friends were uniformly treated with ordi-

nary courtesy, and the phenomena of Spiritualism

patiently investigated, after the manner of Wallace

and Crookes and all lovers of the truth ?

Iam very respectfully yours ,

BOSTON, May 12, 1885.

ISABELLA BEECHER HOOKER.

BOOK NOTICES.

SELECTED POEMS FROM MICHELANGELO BUONAR-

With translations from various sources.ROTI.

Edited by Ednah D. Cheney. Boston : Lee &

Shepard. 1885.

Michelangelo is so famous as a painter and sculp-

tor that few persons think of him as also a poet. Yet

a poet he was of a high order. He was a man who

was great in all directions. Mrs. Cheney has done

agood service in bringing together these selections

from his poems,-chiefly sonnets and madrigals,-

which will be greatly welcomed by all lovers of

poetry and by all admirers of Michelangelo's genius.

The Italian text and the English translation are given

side by side. Mrs. Cheney herself contributes a large

number of the translations. The poet's thought is

as subtle and delicate as it is vigorous, and transla-

tion is not always easy. The difficulties are acknowl-

edged, but they seem to have been well surmounted.

Here is the rendering (Mrs. Cheney's) of a sonnet to

Dante, which discloses Michelangelo's religious

attitude, as well as his poetic talent and his boldness

ofspeech :-

"What should be said of him, I may not speak ;

His splendor overwhelms my blinded sight.

To censure those who wrongedhim is my right,

Since for his least worth mylanguage is too weak.

Hebended low where God does punish sin,

To teach us; then to God did he ascend.

'Gainst him the gates of heaven would not

defend;

Yethis false country would not welcome him.

Ungrateful country ! of thy children's fate,

Nurse to thine harm, bear witness this,-

To thy most perfect comes thy greatest shame.

So, from a thousand proofs, this one I state,-

No equal exile hath there been to his :

No greater man than he on earth e'er came."

W. J. P.

PELVIC AND HERNIAL THERAPEUTICS . Principles and

Methods for Remedying Chronic Affections of the

Lower Part of the Trunk, including Processes for

Self-cure. By George H. Taylor, M.D. New York:
John B. Alden. 1885. pp. 282. Price 75 cts .

The author of this work is a physician who has had

anextensive practice for a quarter of a century, and

whathe has presented in regard to the principal dis-

eases to which the pelvic and abdominal portions of

the humanbody are subject is evidently the result of

the original observation and experience of a vigorous

and independentmind. His theory, briefly and imper-

fectly stated, is that the class of disorders which he

describes originate in a weakened condition of the

muscularand other tissues which uphold the interior

contents of the lower part of the trunk, and keep the

organs in their proper places, and in adjustmentto

one another. The displacement of these organs, af-

fecting the natural ratios of their activities, breaks

the rhythmic waves which are ever passing through

thebody when in health, and the integrity of which,

when destroyed, should be restored, if possible, by

exercises such as will strengthen the parts that are

relaxed and incapable of performing their functions.

Dr. Taylorhas arranged a system of gymnasticsde-

signed to reduce the abdominal pressure sufficiently

to enable the organs to recover their normal position

and perform their functions regularly. Many of the

exercises can be used by the sufferer without assist-

ance. The doctor relates numerous instances of cure

by his method, as to the merits of which we are not

competent to judge.
B. F. U.

THE story of "The Prophet of the Great Smoky

Mountains," continued in the May Atlantic, will be

read by many with unusual interest in the light of

the discovery that Charles Egbert Craddock is Miss

Mary N. Murfree. The two chapters contained in

this readable number are among the best pieces of

writing yet givenus by this author. Mrs. Oliphant's

serial is continued, as is "A Marsh Island." Dr.

Holmes turns over some new leaves in his delightful

"New Portfolio," and the genial articles on "Madame

Mohl and her Salon" are completed all too soon .

Important short papers of this issue are John S.

Dwight's article on "Bach : 1685-1885" ; Richard A.

Proctor's essay on "The Misused H of England";

"Children in Early Christianity," by Horace E.

Scudder; and a "Bird-lover's April," a pleasant

talk on bird-life, by Bradford Torrey. A brilliant

critique of Cross's Life ofGeorge Eliot is contributed

by Henry James; and a notice of the Literary Re-

mains of Henry James, Jr., of Woodberry's Poe, and

of Phillips ' Popular Manual of English Literature,

complete the book reviews. There is some excellent

poetry, and the usual Contributors' Club and Books

of the Month close the number.

THE North American Review for June, which con-

cludes the seventieth year of the magazine whose

circulation now is larger than ever before, has con-

tributions on seven topics of great interest fromtwice

that number of writers, not including the short con-

tributions in "Comments." "Shall Silver be De-

monetized ?" is answered, pro and con, by three

distinguished economists, Sumner, Laughlin, and

Walker, representing Yale and Harvard Colleges

and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. "The

Tardiness of Justice" is discussed by Judge W. L.

Learned, and "Prohibition in Politics" by Gail Ham-

ilton; "The Swearing Habit," by E. P. Whipple; and

"French Spoliation Claims," by Edward Everett.

The policy of the Roman Catholic hierarchy toward

our public schools is assailed in an essay by Mr.

M. C. O'Byrne, of North Carolina, and defended by

Bishop Keane, of Virginia. It is a most interesting

double presentation of an impending issue. "How

shall Women Dress ?" is answered by CharlesDudley

Warner, Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, Dr. W. A. Ham-

mond, Dr. Kate J. Jackson, and Mrs. E. M. King, the

English leader of the dress reform movement.

A HYMN.

For The Index.

BY FRED. MAY HOLLAND.

TUNE: Antioch .

Our life is full of love and light,

Because our aims are high.

InFreedom's service we unite:

Her reign supreme is nigh .

Thy growth, O Science, gives us joy!

Thy victory is ours!

March on, and all thy foes destroy!

Webless thy mighty powers.

No holy sacrament we ken,

Save that of doing good:

Ourfaith is in ourfellow-men,

Our creed is brotherhood.

Welove this world of life and light;

Wedrink its gladness in :

Themorning drives awaythe night,

Andgoldendays begin!

THE FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION

was organized in 1867. Though having its head,

quarters inBoston, it is a national organization, and

has members and officers in various States of the

Union. It has the following

CONSTITUTION.

I. This Organization shall be called the FreeReligious

Association, its objects being to promote the practical in-

terests ofpure religion, to increase fellowship in the spirit,

and to encourage the scientific study of man's religious

nature and history; and to this end all persons interested

in these objects are cordially invited to its membership.

II. Membership in this Association shall leave each indi-

vidual responsible for his own opinions alone, and affect in

no degree his relations to other associations; and nothing

in the name or Constitution of the Association shall ever

be construed as limiting membership by any test of speси-

lative opinion or belief, or as defining the position of the

Association, collectively considered, with reference to any

suchopinion or belief, or as interfering, in any other way,

with that absolute freedom of thought and expression

which is the natural right of every rational being. Any

person desiring to coöperate with the Association shall be

considered amember, with full right to speak in its meet-

ings; but an annual contribution of one dollar shall be

necessary to give a title to vote, provided, also, that

those thus entitled may at any time confer the privilege of

voting upon the whole assembly, on questions not pertain-

ing tothemanagement of business.

III. The officers of theAssociation shallbe a President,

twelve Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, an Assistant Secre-

tary, a Treasurer, and twelve Directors. They shall be

chosenby ballot at the annual meeting of the Association;

and the President, Vice-Presidents, Secretaries, andTreas-

urer shall hold their offices for one year, or until their suc-

cessors be chosen. The Directors shall be chosen for four

years, and, at the expiration of that term, shall not be

eligible for reëlection until after two years. One fourth

of their number shall be chosen annually; but, at the

annual meeting of 1882, the full number of twelve shallbe

chosen in sections of three respectively for one, two, three,

and four years. The President, Secretaries, Treasurer,

andDirectors shall together constitute an Executive Com-

mittee, intrusted with all the business and interests of the

Association in the interim of its meetings. They shall

have power to fill any vacancies that may occur in their

number, or in the list of Vice-Presidents,between any two

annual meetings. Six members of the Executive Com-

mittee shall constitute aquorum.

IV. The Annual Meeting of the Association shall be held

in the city of Boston, on Thursday of what is known as

"Anniversary Week," at such place and with such ses-

sions as the Executive Committee may appoint, of which

at least one month's previous notice shall be publicly

given. Other meetings and conventions maybe calledby

the Committee, according to their judgment, at such times

andplaces as may seem to themdesirable.

V. These Articles maybe amended at anyAnnualMeet-

ing of theAssociation, by amajority vote of the members

present, provided public notice of the amendment has

been given with the call for the meeting.

Officers elected for the year 1882-83:-

PRESIDENT.

WILLIAM J. POTTER, New Bedford, Mass.

VICE-PRESIDENTS,

OCTAVIUS B. FROTHINGHAM, Boston, Mass.

FELIX ADLER, New York City.

GEORGE W. CURTIS, Staten Island, N.Y.

EDWARD L. YOUMANS, New York City.

FREDERICK SCHUENEMANN-POTT, San Francisco, Cal.

THOMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON, Cambridge, Mass.
ELIZABETH B. CHASE, Providence, R.I.

GEORGE HOADLY, Cincinnati, O.

NATHANIEL HOLMES, Cambridge, Mass.

ROWLAND G. HAZARD, Peacedale, R.I.

BERNHARD FELSENTHAL, Chicago, III.

ANNIE L. DIGGS, Lawrence,Kansas.

SECRETARY,

FREDERICK A. HINCKLEY, Providence, R.I.

ASSISTANT-SECRETARY.

F. M. HOLLAND, Concord, Mass.

TREASURER,

JOHN C. HAYNES, 451 Washington St., Boston, Mass.

DIRECTORS.

Four Years .

CORNELIUS WELLINGTON, Boston, Mass.

MISS MARY F. EASTMAN, Tewksbury, Mass.
FRED. W. GRIFFIN, Concord, Mass.

Three Years.

MRS. CLARA M. BISBEE, Dorchester, Mass.

J. A. J. WILCOX, Chelsea,Mass.

Two Years.

B. A. BALLOU, Providence, R.I.

BETH HUNT, Springfield, Mass.

MRS. ANNA GARLIN SPENCER, Florence, Mass.

One Year.

MRS. EDNAH D. CHENEY, Jamaica Plain, Mass.

ARTHURG. HILL, Florence, Mass.

RICHARD P. HALLOWELL, Boston, Mass .

The office of the Association is at 44 BOYLSTON ST. ,

BOSTON (next door east of the Public Library),

where is also the publication office of The Index.

All letters pertaining to the business of theAssocia

tion(payment of membership fees, orders for its pub-

lications, etc.) should be addressed to "Free Religious

Association," at the office.

Communications intended specially for the Secre-

tary, as well as his personal correspondence, should

ค addressed to him at PROVIDENCE, R.I.

F. A. HINCKLEY, Secretary F.R.A.
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Book for every

AliceB.

Stockham, M. D.

CUIDE.TOKOLOGY J. HART & CO., TRACTS. " OLD THEOLOGY "20,000 Sold in Little Over a Year.
it AGENTS

onthe market. "The very best book to put into

the hands of a girl or woman."--E. M. HALE, M. D.

Cloth, postpaid $2.00 ; Morocco, $2.50. Circulars Free.

Sanitary Pub. Co., 159 La Salle St. , Chicago, I11.

AGENTS WANTED for

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa.

Twenty Years of Congress, Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-
1861-1881,

by James G. Blaine.

Hon. J. S. Wise of Va. says:

land,and other points in Europe. Agency
for the American Line of Steamers .

whoevertakes itup, nomatter SITUATION AS TEACHER WANTED.Mr. Blaine'sorenemy,willneverput it down

untilhehas read the whole."

Agents make from $200 to

$1000permonth. Address,

TheHenryBillPub. Co.,

Norwich, Conn.

H. T. MARSHALL'S

PATENT

ADJUSTABLE

LACE

CONGRESS

MARSHA
LL'S

PAT.
MAY13,188

4
.

Iseasilyadjusted to fit any instep or ankie at
any time, and will not uncomfortably draw

the ankle, like ordinary congress. It has the

stylish appearance of a lace boot and all the

convenience of any congress in putting on or

off the foot. Marshall's Pat. Pat'd May 13,

1884, woven in the front strap or stamped on

the shank of each shoe. If your dealer does

notkeep them, send postal for directions how

toget themto the Patentee and Manufacturer

ofMen's, Boys' , and Youth's Fine Boots and
Shoes. Tennis Shoe for Ladies and Gents a

specialty.
H. T. MARSHALL,

BROCKTON, MASS.

WEBSTER.
In Sheep , Russia and Turkey Bindings .

NEW
WEBSTER'S EDITION

UNABRIDGED

DICTIONARY
SUPPLEMENT

WITH

Get the Standard.

GET

THE

Agraduate of Harvard would like a sit-
uation as teacher, in which independent

thought and honest speech would not be

dangerous. For particulars and references,
address M., INDEX office.

Webster-it has 118,000Words,

3000 Engravings, and a New

Biographical Dictionary.

Standard in Gov't Printing Office.

32,000 copies in Public Schools.

Sale20 to 1 of any other series.

aid to make a Family intelligent.

Best help for SCHOLARS,

TEACHERS and SCHOOLS.

BEST

The Secret of the East ;
OR,

The Origin of the Christian Religion

and the Significance of its

Rise and Decline.

The vocabulary contains 3000 more words

thanarefound inany other American Dictionary.

The Unabridged is now supplied, at a small ad-

ditional cost, with DENISON'S

PATENT REFERENCE INDEX.

"The greatest improvement in book-makingthat
hasbeenmade in a hundred years."

G.& C. MERRIAM & CO ., Pub'rs, Springfield,Mass.

THE

COLEGROVE BOOK CO. ,

135 Wabash Ave., Chicago.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

By FELIX L. OSWALD, M.D.

Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1.00.

No. 1.-Truths for the Times, by F. E.

Abbot, contains the "Fifty Affirmations"

and"Modern Principles. " This especially

has received great commendation from

most distinguished men for the logical

clearness of its statements. New Edition.

Price 10 cents; 12copies,$1.00

No. 2.-Fearof the LivingGod, byO. B.
Frothingham, exposes the debasing char-
acter of the popular notions of God, and
presents conceptions of him that are wor-

thy of the nineteenth century. New edi-

tion. Price 5 cents; 12 copies,50 cents.

"The work covers a great amount of crit-

ical and historical ground independently of

the Buddhistic analogies; it is in fact a vig-

orous, uncompromising outline of Christian

history, with all the weakness and wicked-

ness mercilessly dragged into daylight...

The case against the Christian Church is a

marvellously strong one. The superstitions
and miseries of mediævalism, the woes,

tortures, burnings, rackings, and brutalities

accomplished in the name of Christianity,

are set in blackest array. The Nature-wor-

ship of the pagan Greeks and Romans is set

in contrast. Nor is Dr. Oswald very gener-

ous in admission of improvement in con-

temporary Christianity. To him, it is a

hurtful supernaturalism, impeding science,

diffusing pessimism, promoting hypocrisy,
repressing the physical nature.book is remarkably well written, brilliantly

concise in style, and, aside from its special

theories, of considerable scientific and his-

toric value."-Boston Evening Transcript.

Sentby mail, postpaid, on receipt of price

by the INDEX ASSOCIATION, 44 Boylston

Street, Boston, Mass.

PUBLICATIONS

OF THE

No. 3.-Lecture onthe Bible,bythe Rev.
Charles Voysey, of England, is an over

whelming demonstration of the imperfec-

tions and errors of the Bible, both in the
Old and the New Testaments . New Edi-

tion. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

No. 4.-Christian Propagandism, by F.

E. Abbot, is an exposure of the weakness,

costliness, and inefficiency of the System

of Foreign Missions. Full of Figures,

Facts, and Interesting Extracts . Price 10

cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

No. 5. "God in the Constitution," by

Rev. Arthur B. Bradford, opposes the

proposed Theological Amendment to the

United States Constitution. Price 10 cents ;

12 copies, $1.00.

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION.

FreedomandFellowship inReligion.
Avolume of ten essays upon speculative

and practical problems of religion, by

D.A.Wasson,Samuel Longfellow, Samuel

Johnson, John Weiss, W. J. Potter, F. E

Abbot, O. B. Frothingham, J. W. Chad-

wick, T. W. Higginson, and Mrs. E. D.

Cheney, and extracts from Addresses by

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

Robert Dale Owen, Dr. Bartol, Wendell

Phillips, Rabbi Wise, Horace Seaver,A. B.

Alcott, Lucy Stone, Charles H. Malcom,

JuliaWard Howe, and others,-all given

ontheplatform of the Free Religious As-

sociation . Price (reduced)$1.50.

No. 6.-" The Sabbath," by Parker Pills-

bury,denounces Sabbatarian superstition.

New Edition. Price 10 cents; 12 copies,
$1.00.

No. 7.-" Compulsory Education," by
F.E. Abbot, maintains the right of every

childto be educated, and theduty of the

State to ensure it an education. Price 5

cents; 12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 8.-The Present Heaven, by O. B.
Frothingham, treats of a subject that in-

terests everybody. New Edition. Price 5

cents; 12 copies, 50 cents.

Reports of Annual Conventions of
Free Religious Association, from

1872 to 1879 inclusive. These contain es-

says and addresses by the various dis-

tinguished men and women who have

spoken on the Free Religious platform,

together with yearly reports of the Exec-
utive Committee. 10 cts. each,

TRACTS.

FOR THE

Healing of the Sick.
BY

E. J. ARENS.

theCreationofthe Soul, theOriginofMatter,

Explains the Healing andTeaching ofJesus,

andtheRelationwhichtheSoulholds toGod.

No. 9.-The Christian Amendment, by

F. E. Abbot, shows the dangerous charac-

ter of the attempt to interpolate the Eлап-

gelical ChristianCreed in the U. S. Consti-

tution. Price 5 cents ,12 copies, 50 cents.

I. Taxation of Church Property, by

James Parton. 5 cts.; ten, 30 cts.;

one hundred, $1.50.

II. The Bible and Science, by John Weiss.

III. The Sympathy of Religions, by T. W.

Higginson. Enlarged edition.

Booksellers and Stationers. IV.

Catalogues of new and standard books

will be sent to any address without charge.

Illustrated list of works ofAmerican authors

sent on receipt of 4 cents in stamps.

N.B.-The prices quotedin the catalogues

which we send out are the PUBLISHERS' RE-

TAIL PRICES. These, unless marked net, are

subject to a uniform discount of TWENTY

PER CENT. to individual buyers. Special

terms are offered to the trade and to public

libraries. Anybook inprint will be sent by
mail on receiptof the net price, with enough

added to cover postage, at the rate of one

cent for each two ounces. The postage on

an ordinary16mo book is about ten cents,

and other sizes in proportion. Orders by

mail are especially solicited, and will receive

promptandcareful attention. Liberal books

aspecialty, our store being the Western

agency for the publications of GEO. H.

ELLIS and the AMERICAN UNITARIAN ASSO-

CIATION.

Transcendentalism, by Theodore
Parker. Never before published.

stood

No. 10. The Impeachment of Chris-
tianity, by F. E. Abbot. Sixth Ten Thou-

sand. Sent for free distribution to any one

whowilldistribute it, in packages of from

five to one hundred copies .

No. 11.-The God of Science, by F. E. Ab-

bot, attempts to show the real influence

of modern science upon the idea of God.

Price 10cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

For Sale by THE AUTHOR,

33 Union Park, Boston, Mass.;

Dr. GEO . E. WHIPPLE,

26 Chest. Av. , Jersey City Hits, N.J.;

Dr. GEO. B. CHARLES,

Central Music Hall, Chicago, Ill.

No. 12.-Is Romanism Real Christian

ity? Two essays by Francis W. Newman

and F. E. Abbot. Price 10 cents; 12 copies,

$1.00.

Catholic American citi-

-hy a Lib-

bot).

No. 13.-On the Vision of Heaven, by

Prof. F. W. Newman, of England, analyzes

the Christianconception ofHeaven. Price

5 cents; 12 copies, 50 cents.

V. The Public School Question, as under-

zen(Cornell UnivLib

swer in Four ra 3170F inthe

Bunday unanusetts Story:

VI. How Stor..

No. 14. -A Study of Religion : The

Name and the Thing, by F. E. Abbot,
attempts to show that the popular deriva-

tionof thewordReligion is incorrect; that

the popular conceptions of Religion itself

are inadequate; and that a newconception

of it, based on the Law of Evolution, con-

3. in Massachusetts Laws.

4. The Workingman's Sunday, By

Charles K. Whipple, Minot J. Savage,

Charles E. Pratt, and Wm. C. Gan-

nett.

VII. Evolution and Religion, by John Fiske.

5cts.; ten, 35cts.; onehundred, $2.00.

Nos. II., III., IV., V., VI., 10 cts. each; ten,

60cts.; one hundred, $3.00.

318 Pages. Price $1.15.

2,000

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-

called"TwelveGreatPicturesofthe World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;

Descent from the Cross , VOLTERRA; AS-

and independent even of belief inGod, is

the necessary condition of the perpetuity

of Religion among men. Price 10 cents;
12 copies, $1.00.

sumption of the Virgin, TITIAN; TheTrans-
figuration, RAPHAEL; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL; Holy Night,CORREGGIO;Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO;De-

scent from the Cross, RUBENS; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

No. 15.- The Battle of Syracuse. Two

Essays by Rev. James Freeman Clarke,

D.D. , and F. E. Abbot discussing the

Authority of Christianity. Price 10 cents;

12 copies for$1.00.

Address
THE INDEX ,

44 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent by mail on receipt of $2.10; or

any one or more at 20 cts. each (with Cata-

logue when desired). Address

EVOLUTION IN ITS BELATIONS

TO EVANGELICAL RELIG-

ION. Addresses of B. F. UNDERWOOD,

Prof. P. A. CHADBOURNE, and Prof.ASA

GRAY at a meeting of the "Evangelical

Alliance" held in Boston, Sept. 10, 1882,
5cts.

NATURALISM VS. SUPERNAT-

URALISM. By B. F. UNDERWOOD.

10 cts .

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee,Wis.

TO CAPITALISTS.

For Investments or Loans, write to

J. M. LINDLEY,

THE

REAL ESTATE AGENT,

COMMON SENSE

BINDER.

PAT JULY3 1877

Shipman's

BOZEMAN, MONTANA.

" Binder "" Binder' for THE INDEX.

Has a flexible back which adjusts itself to

any thickness. So simple in construction
that anyone can bind their own paper one

number at a time. Serves for a temporary

or permanent use equally well.

For sale at INDEX (Office. Price $1.00.

Travels in Faith from

Tradition to Reason.

T

By ROBERT C. ADAMS.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.

THE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

tising public is respectfully solicited for

WHAT KIND OF MORALITY THE INDEX. Thoughthe paper must not be
DID JESUS AND THE APOS- held responsible for any statements made

TLES TEACH? By F. M. HOL- by advertisers, the attempt will be honestly
made to keep the advertising pages in en-

character and

LAND. 5 cts .

FELIX L.GOPELOR THE GALILEAN? By tire harmony with its general improper or

THE SCIENTIFIC AND META- bunantadvertisementertisements believed

"blind" all quack adver-

IN to be fraudulent or unjust toanyone,willPHILOSOPHY. By LEWIS G. be excluded from these columns.

PHYSICAL METHODS

JANES. 5 cts .

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY.

By WILLIAM FREY. 15 cts.

AN AGNOSTIC VIEW OF THE
DOCTRINE OF VICARIOUS

ATONEMENT. By W. H. SPENCER.

ADVERTISING RATES.

"

For 1 to 12 Insertions, .

" 13 " 25

" 26 " 51

"52

10c. per line.

8c.
44 "

60.

бе.

14

"
"

"

ReasonandRevelation,bydre Potter. AGNOSTICISM AND RELIGION. ofonhalf-columnadvertisements column

Address

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION,

44Boylston Street, Boston Mass.

On adiscount
5 cts .

By W. H. SPENCER. 5 cts. advertisements, a discount of 25percent.
On all advertisements for which cash is

Address THE INDEX, 44 Boylston Street, tcent. on theots

paidin advance, a further discount of 25per

above calculated, will,

Boston, Mass.
bemade.
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POLICE-SERGEANT CROWLEY, of New York City ,

convicted of an outrage upon ayoung woman in a

liquor saloon, cursed the newspaper reporters, as he

stepped into the criminals' van. His remark led

the New York Tribune to say : " This was a de-

served tribute to the reporters. More than judges,

prosecuting officers, detectives, or the entire ma-

chinery of justice, the reporters in a great city

protect society from the assaults of criminals, and

deal outpunishment to those who defy the law."

AWORKINGMAN writes from Boston to the New

York Sun : " I formerly lived in New York, where

I endeavored to find exhibitions of paintings

opened to the public free on Sundays, as I had no

timeonweek days, and I wished to perfect myself

in the study of drawing. I came to Boston to

work. I visit the great Art Museum here every

Sunday. I have been able to add to my salary by

knowledge gained at the Public Library, which is

open to the poorest person here. When is New

York going to follow Boston's example ?"

THE revision of the Old Testament, which origi-

nated with the Convocation of Canterbury, and

was undertaken fourteen years ago, with a view to

make it a substitute for King James' version, is

now completed, and in the hands of the public.

Thediscussion of its merits by the secular and re-

ligious papers of the English-speaking world, now

begun, will continue probably for weeks and

months. It is without doubt a great improvement

upon "the good old version of King James," which

abounds in acknowledged errors of translation ;

and, even if prejudice and conservatism shall pre-

vent its general acceptance as the standardversion,

it is sure to be used as a commentary alongside

of the old version in the pulpit and by scholars

and readers generally.

IN Mauritius, formerly known as the Isle of

France, and now a British colony, the worship of

Siva is said to have recently been celebrated thus :

Animmense pile of woodburned for twenty-four

hours before the pagoda of the evil god, until a

bed of glowing coals was formed, measuring about

thirteen feet by twenty, and some ten inches thick.

Across this carpet of fire marched young Brahmins

barefoot, bearing on their heads the baskets of

flowers which they had volunteered to offer to

Siva. Some moved quickly, and others slowly ;

but all kept quiet. There was not a single fall,

which would have resulted in instant death.

Only when they had passed over and plunged their

feet into water did they break out into piteous

Those who did not die soon after were

maimed for life. These tortures were calmly

contemplated by vast multitudes of rapt devo-

tees. Thus, at least, runs an account which may,

for the credit of the British government, be hoped

to contain some exaggeration .

moans.

THE passage of the bill exempting soldiers from

the provisions of the civil service bill by the

Massachusetts Senate, last Thursday, was a vic-

tory for spoils-seekers, office-brokers, and the ene-

mies of civil service reform generally. As one

of the soldiers of the war of the Rebellion, we pro-

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.
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as to any one who is not now a voter, it might be

determined that he should not hereafter be en-

titled to the municipal franchise, unless he be a

tax-payer. Mr. Gamaliel Bradford,in some sensi-

ble remarks in reply, asked how men could be

prevented from voting for city officers, and leave

all other officers under their control. It ought

not to be done, he said, and could not be done save

by military force. If they limited suffrage in the

cities, they would carry out the same principle,

and limit it for the State government, and then in

the country. He was in favor of universal suf-

frage. The Boston Herald remarks, in reference

to Mr. Crandon's theory, "As nogood cause can

be served by cherishing illusions, it may be just

as well to say now as at any other time that ordi-

nary political development does not move in this

manner; and hence the change suggested could

only come at the end of what might prove a

bloody revolution."

Less than three months have elapsed since Vic-

tor Hugo-patriot, poet, dramatist, novelist, states-

man, and philanthropist-received, on the occasion

of his eighty-third birthday, one of the greatest

ovations vouchsafed to any genius at this stage of

the world's progress. On Friday, May 22, he died.

If, as a romance writer, he had planned for any

test against this demagogical attempt to paralyze,❘ of his heroes a death-bed surrounded and followed

in the pretended interests of veteran soldiers, the

newly initiated civil service system. The men

who have been working this movement are not

soldiers, nor men who would spring to the defence

of their country should danger threaten it, but

small politicians. The bill contains no guarantee

that the deserving soldier shall be appointed in

preference to an undeserving one. As one of the

senators pointed out, an office-holder, if he wishes,

will be able, under that bill, if it becomes a law,

to pass over a dozen poor and honorable veterans,

and give the place to one without any other quali-

fication than his readiness to do dirty political

work for his unscrupulous chief. The law already

provides that, other qualifications being equal,

those honorably discharged from the army and

navy in time of war shall have the preference.

Sixteen Republicans voted, be it said to their

credit, against the bill: fifteen Republicans and

four Democrats voted for it. If it passes the

House, Governor Robinson ought to veto it ; for it

is a mere bid for votes and an insult to the veter-

ans of Massachusetts.

Ar the monthly meeting of the Liberal Union

Club, of this city, last Saturday evening, Mr.

Frank P. Crandon, in an address on "The Mis-

government of Great Cities," said, as reported in

one of the daily papers, that he would confine the

business of municipalities to the tax-payers. In

cities like Boston, where there are two legislative

bodies, he would have the legislature of the State

make one of them elective by popular vote, and

the other by the vote of the tax-payers only.

"Then, by and by, when you shall have come to

the conclusion that only one legislative body is

needful, you might decide to retain the one elected

by the tax-payers, and abolish the other" ! Or,

by such dramatic evidences of national affection,

such tokens of heartfelt love, such world-wide

interest in the individual as was manifested at

his own demise, the story would have been dis-

carded as overdrawn. It speaks well for the

humanity of to-day, and its appreciation of a

sincere devotion to principle, that it is capable of

such a universal and spontaneous manifestation

of admiration and sympathetic appreciation of

such a manlyman as, in spite of his little foibles

and eccentricities, Victor Hugo assuredly was.

His was a stirring, active, romantic, yet rounded

and complete life. If he had had the management

himself of the drama of his life, the curtain could

not have rung down on the final act with more

dramatic effect than circumstances managed for

him. The street in front of the dying poet's house

was thronged for many hours before his death

with crowds of grief-stricken admirers and friends.

A register of the names of those who called to

inquire for himwas placed outside thehouse, and

people waited in line for hours to inscribe their

signatures therein. A table, placed in the street

for that purpose, was heaped with the cards of

would-be visitors. Although the clerical papers de-

nounce M. Lockroy, a relative, as being the insti-

gator of his action, it was yet quite characteristic

of Hugo that, when the Archbishop of Paris sent

to offer to visit him and administer spiritual aid

in his last moments, he should send reply, as

reported, that "Victor Hugo is expecting death ;

but he does not desire the services of a priest."

Flowers in profusion were sent, after his death,

to the house. The Academy will send, as a depu-

tation to the funeral, the last four members

elected to the "Forty Immortals." M. Maxime

de Camp is to deliver the oration .
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WHAT SHALL BE DONE ?

As the annual meeting of the Free Religious

Association approaches, a special interest appears

to be awakening in its proceedings. It is to be

hoped that the interest will show itself in an in-

creased attendance, and especially at the business

meeting on Thursday evening. It has been too

much the habit to give that meeting up to the

mere formalities of hearing the annual reports and

electing officers, with such desultory discussion as

might arise on these matters ; and not many per-

sons have thought it important to attend. But

themeetingmight be made a valuable one. That

is the proper time for considering the practical

work of the Association, in respect both to what it

hasdone andwhat it might do, and for comparing

views as regards the possibilities of increasing its

usefulness. The report of the Executive Commit-

tee for the year appropriately brings up all such

questions. If any member has any criticism to

make on past shortcomings, that is the time for it.

If any one has any plan or thought concerning an

enlargement of the scope of the Association's ac-

tivities, let it by all means be there introduced.

That is the time and place for a full and free

discussion of everything pertaining to the interests

of the Association. And it is much to be desired

that such a discussion might be had at the forth-

coming meeting. If there be any apprebensions

as to the future of the Association, any misgivings

concerning the present limitations of its work, any

conviction that a change of methods or even of the

Constitution might lead to a revival of interest

and an increase of efficiency, let them be freely

uttered and canvassed in open debate.

thinks it ought to do, and how set about doing it.

Cannot the business meeting this week serve, at

least to some extent, the purpose of such a confer-

ence ? Again and again has the elasticity of the As-

sociation to the free, progressive spirit of the times

beendeclared in the annual reports of the Executive

Committee, as in the report as early as 1871 as

follows : "We have come to that epoch when there

appear very marked signs of progressive movement

in several of the world's great religions on con-

verging lines toward a common centre of faith and

fellowship. It is this grand movement of the re-

ligious consciousness to which the Free Religious

Association (in this feature of its work of which

we now speak) would strive in someway to give

voice. The Association does not expect to shape

the movement: it does not profess to organize it.

It rather is shaped and organized by the move-

ment. It simply desires in some way to represent

themovement, to give it utterance, to remove arti-

ficial barriers, dogmatic and ecclesiastic, in order

that it may have a freer opportunity and a more

natural progress."

Two or three times within the eighteen years

since the Free Religious Association was organ-

ized, the question has been raised among its mem-

bers whether the time had not come for some new

departure, or for the adoption of some more active

mode of operations ; and several attempts have

beenmade in that direction, which have, however,

for some reason, not brought the results antici-

pated. Perhaps a more favorable time for such

new activity-perhaps, indeed, a greater need of

it, in order to preserve the vitality of theAssocia-

tion itself-has now arrived. The Association has

shown itself able to stand a large amount of criti-

cism, internal as well as external, and need not

fear the frankest expression of opinion. It is not

to be assumed that any one of its members is

more wedded to the existence of the Association

itself than to the principles it was designed to

stand for. The present writer, at least, though

he helped the Association into existence, and has

been one of its officers ever since, has no such

tenacious adhesion to it but that he would will-

ingly see it dissolved, were he to be convinced that

it is only a cumberer of the ground, and really

standing in the way of some other organization

that could better do the work needed at this hour.

The principles are what we care for, not for the

organization as such.

Thus free to the spirit of change has the Free

Religious Association always held its own plan of

organization and its methods of activity. And

how wide was the early conception of the scope of

its work may also be indicated by a lengthy ex-

tract from the report of the Executive Committee

for 1870, which may be reprinted here as worthy

of consideration at the present time. Referring to

the plan of that year's meeting, the Committee

said:-

But the constitution of the Free Religious Asso-

ciation is very elastic. Its articles bear no resem-

blance to the laws of the Medes and Persians.
They may be altered. Possibly, they were so

shaped by existing conditions at the time of their

origin, and such modes of activity were then im-
parted by the same) cause, that a considerable

change may now be demanded in the interest of

the very principles and movement which the or-

ganization was meant to serve. Let this whole

matter be candidlyconsidered. No more valuable
meeting, in our opinion, could be held than one

in which each member should state freely what

the Association means to him (or her),what he

in some of the States concerning legal oaths and

the religious qualifications of jurors and witnesses

in courts. Then there are the multiform problems,

speculative and practical, which are raised by

modern science and philosophy, and which

already, though crudely solved or not solved at

all, are affecting the actual life of vast numbers

of people. Add to these the great social problems

that are now everywhere seeking of public opinion

some solution,-as the demand for a new and

more equitable adjustment of the relations

between capital and labor; the agitation for a

readjustment, in accordance with the new light

and civilization of the age,of the relations between

man and woman in the various functions of

society; the search for better methods of meeting

the evils of pauperism, intemperance, and crime

of every kind; and, generally, the call for some

more effective application of the intelligence,

virtue, and culture that are anywhere stored up

in individuals or families, or in favored portions

of the community, to the conduct of governments ,

and to the improvement and elevation of society

at large. And add still again the problem, both

social and civil, which we in this country have to

work out, of a nation which is to assimilate into

its own life and institutions all religions and

races of men, which is to do justice and give

citizenship to all,-to the African, the Indian, and

the Mongolian, as well as to the Caucasian stock;

to the Irish Catholic, the German sceptic, and the

Chinese Confucian and Buddhist, as well as to

the descendants of Protestantism and Puritanism .

Such are some of the problems, aside from those

more purely ecclesiastical and religious, which

are put into the hands of America to solve. Now,

if religion, out of its manifold historic career and

experience, out of its claim to touch the deepest

things in human nature and to represent man's

grandest inspirations,has any aid to offer in the

solution of these problems (and, if it has not, then

it must indeed stand aside as a force that has had

its day, and is no longer available in human

society), but if religion in any form can help

forward the settlement of these questions, then,

surely, the Free Religious Association, committed

to the defence of no dogmas, untrammelled by

traditions, having no lines of church authority to

hold, utterly disincumbered of all ecclesiastical

impedimenta, cordially allying itself with science,

free to accept truth wherever and however found,

and holding itself perfectly plastic to the spirit of

the age, should be able to render some service in

the struggle with these great problems whose

solution is to determine the future of American

government and life. Such is a hint of the oppor-

tunities which await the personal faith and fidelity

that shall transform them into living forces and

accomplished facts."

WM. J. POTTER.

"They wish to show how vastly more compre-

hensive is the aim of the Association than merely

to bring together into mechanical juxtaposition

for a single day of the year representatives of

different sects and non-sects in or out of Christen-

dom. They wish to show that it seeks to reveal

and develop those fundamental sympathies of the

human mind with Truth, Justice, and Virtue,

which, lying within and below all specific forms

of religious belief, are the germs of all intel-

lectual and moral progress, and in the free devel-

opment of which the limits of specific religions

and sects are to be passed over and obliterated,

andmankind are to come into a moral and spirit-

ual unity that shall not be mechanical nor arti-

ficially eclectic merely, but organic,-a vital

assimilation of whatever is true and permanent

in the creeds and codes of all religions and all

races .

"Your Committee believe, indeed, that the Free

Religious Association has a great mission before

it, if it only take the opportunity presented to its

hands. The very atmosphere of our age is im-

pregnated with the germs of the mightiest social

and moral problems. And this country, from the

freedom which it offers, seems to be the histori-

cally chosen field where these problems are to

have their development. The old question of

the relation of religion to civil government, which

has generally been assumed to be a settled ques-

tion in the United States, is coming up anew to

demand a settlement on the ground of fixed, sub-

stantial principles, and not on the mere accident

that a vast majority of the citizens chance to be

of one form of religious faith. The question of

the relation of religion to the public schools, with

its still more subordinate question of the reading

of the Bible as a religious exercise in the schools,

-aquestion which is now just opening a gigantic

struggle that is to extend through the country,-

is but a part of this greater question of the con-

nection between religion and the State,which lies

behind, andwhere the real conflict must finally
come. Involved with this are the minor conflicts

in regard to Sunday laws, and the unjust statutes

THE CHURCH AS A MORAL AGENCY.

The miraculous basis on which the Church

has rested her claims to the respect and allegiance

of mankindhaving been pulverized andwell-nigh

destroyed, there only remains a moral basis on

which a body can be founded. And it is obvi-

ous, if the Church is to endure and to serve man-

kind, that it must captivate the higher affections

of men by an ethical tone and power far inad-

vance of the current morality of average society.

The Church must, in short,be an ethical pioneer,

or it must cease to exist. If this is true, the atti-

tude of the Church (under which generic term is

included all the religious bodies) in England

toward the great current questions is not such as

to lead her well-wishers to anticipate for her any

very brilliant future. In England, during the
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past few years, especially during the past few

months, the one great question,beyond all others,

has been the question of international ethics, aris-

ing out of the relation in which England stands

to so many foreign nations, and in particular to

so many of the barbarous and so-called inferior

peoples in different parts of the world. Unscru-

pulous disregard for the rights of the weak, in

order to build up her empire, this has been Eng-

land's besetting sin: it is her most conspicuous

crime at this hour. By this, it is not to be inferred

thatEngland is worse than other nations, thather

sense of justice is less keen, that her sympathies

are narrower. It may well be that, if France or

Germanyhad played such a great part in coloniz-

ing as England has actually played, either of those

countries would have violated moral law as much

as England; while we know that the cruelties

perpetrated by Spain have made of her a by-word

and reproach among mankind. England, as the

greatest modern colonizing nation, has certainly

had fiercer temptations to oppression and injustice

than any other country. But, still, the law of

right is inexorable; and he who breaks must pay.

At the bar of justice, England is a great sinner;

and she cannot evade the coming penalties by

urging that others would have done even worse,

hadtheybeen in her place.

manifestly : she is unequal to the task of guiding

the conscience and thought of our time. Either

the clergy ought to deal with public questions in

their moral aspects, or they ought not. If they

ought not, on the ground that the Church is

merely an instrument for securing the salvation

of the private soul and its happiness in a future

state of being, then the Church must fall in

pieces. It is inconceivable that an organization

which does not concern itself with nine-tenths of

the actual daily life and concerns of the modern

man should endure. Catholicism, in its great

days, claimed dominion over the whole life ; and

the coming faith must do so, too, only it must

reconcile itself with science and democracy. It

must inspire men with visions of a nobler ideal,

and must endue them with power to press on to

its attainment, even though that ideal should

never be realized. Can the Church do this ? The

signs are not promising; and, consequently, it

would be indulging in too great optimism to

expect that new springs of life will be found

within it. But, if the Church cannot, new socie-

ties, pledged to redeemman's life from fraud and

lies, must arise. Transformation or revolution is

athand.

WILLIAM CLARKE.

MONSEIGNEUR MONSABRE AT NOTRE

DAME.

During Carême, a good deal of masquerading

still goes on in Paris, though it steadily diminishes

under the Republic. This year, we have seen an-

tiquecostumes on the streets in wagons and char-

And yet, from the time of the bombardment of

Alexandria down to the massacre at Hasheen,

nearly every clergyman-Episcopal or non-con-

formist-throughout England has been, as the

Pall Mall Gazette very truly said, a "dumb dog."

There have been some noble exceptions, but so

few as to be quite inconspicuous. Nay, they

have not been dumb altogether: it would have

been a little more to the credit of some of them,

if they had. For the archbishops and many of

the bishops of the Anglican Church have pro-

duced what I heard Prof. Beesly describe as "dis-

gusting effusions," giving thanks to some deity

framed by their own imaginations, and presiding

over British interests, for the success which he

waspleased to vouchsafe to the Gardner guns and

Martini-Henry rifles and other civilizing agencies

used by the British troops. One bishop was con-

siderate enough to put in a word for the brave

for "rightly struggling tobe free," but the major-

ity were evidently thinking of a god who might

be supposed tobe closely identified with the busi-

ness interests of John Bull & Co. The Archbishop

of York, indeed, boldly claimed his god as a

fighting agent on the British side, when Wolseley's

troops decimated the ranks of the poor, yielding,

terror-stricken Egyptians. And the Archbishop

of Canterbury spoke as if, every time Gordon

handled his "lovely Krupp guns," the Deity were

employed in guiding his arm. The Anglican

clergy generally have, of course, been the worst

offenders in this business ; but the majority of

the dissenting ministers have been almost as bad.

They were never tired of denouncing the hated

Beaconsfield : theyhad not a word to say against❘iots, each otherwise decorated with advertisement

their hero Gladstone. This seems to show that

they were moved much more by mere partisan

feeling than by any profound devotion to justice.

Many of them shrank from offending the local

tallow-chandler or cotton-spinner on whom their

position depended, andwho was a prominentman

in the local Liberal caucus. So we see the princi-

pal religious organizations of England tacked on,

so to speak, to the conventional institutions, and

converted into mere bulwarks of ordinary bourgeois

morality. These bodies speak with no power,

compelling men to listen by its inherent divinity,

even though the words cause terror and searching

of hearts. The churches of England exist mainly

to keep things quiet and to support the status quo.

If we want to see the noble rashness, the con-

tempt for snug conventionalism, and the defence

of simple right which characterized the Church in

its better times, we must turn to the heretics. In

this crisis of English history, they have, for the

most part, been true to justice. While the "dumb

dogs" have failed to arouse the sleeping nation,

the heretical watch-dogs have been on the alert.

Secularist, Socialist, Positivist, and some of the

best Unitarians and liberal Christians have done

good work for peace and justice. It would be

invidious to name names; but I cannot help

referring to the manly and devoted conduct of

Mr. Page Hopps, of Leicester, and to the perpetual

protests of the Positivist Society in London.

They show us that there is a living church of

humanity in this country yet.

Perhaps the most abominable of England's

crimes in modern times has been the campaign

waged in the Soudan,-a campaign concerning

which it is difficult to say whether even its wicked-

nesswas equal to its folly. I will not now dwell

upon it, since every one is only too well acquainted

with its details. It grew out of England's oc-

cupation of Egypt,-an occupation carried out by

a Liberal administration in direct violation of its

election pledges, and which has made of nearly

everypowerin Europe an enemy ofEngland. From

the time when the British fleet was sent to Alex-

andria down to the present moment, the history

of England's doings in Egypt and the Soudan

has been one long record of blunders and crimes,

relieved by scarcely a single bright feature. The

main characteristic of this record has been its

violation of justice and morality. Now, of

course, this particular objection did not mean

much to mere party politicians. The politician,

as such, does not ask whether an action is right

or wrong, but whether it is politic. He is con-

cerned with the question of failure or success

rather than with the question of justice or injus-

tice. Few people, therefore, expected the English

politicians tocondemn these things : it was enough

that the party chiefs approved, and that opposition

would involve the downfall of the government re-

sponsible for these enormities. A few honest

public men protested, but their protests were

almost drowned in the meaningless shout of sup-

port sent up by the party wire-pullers and the

party press.

But England is a Christian country,-save the

mark !-and is filled with churches and chapels,

in each of which is a pulpit with all furtherances

and appliances for the teaching of moral truth.

Was it not the duty of the spiritual guides in

these sacred edifices to denounce the crimes of

the secular rulers, and to lead the people into the

paths of righteousness ? We know that in the

great days of the Catholic Church the spiritual

leaders of the people did perform these functions .

We know that in this very England Anselmde-

nounced wickedness in high places, and Stephen

Langton stood up for popular liberties against

a despotic king. We know, too, that in the early

days of Protestantism Latimer rebuked Henry

VIII. There are some good precedents, therefore,

for a precedent-loving people like the English .

Nor we cannot help concluding, from a review

of this whole episode, that the ideas upon which

the Church is founded have lost their hold upon

the public mind. The Church as it is, with its

Aberglaube and its relics of early Semitism, cannot

cope with the difficulties, cannot meet the needs

of our new civilization. I am not contending that

Socialism or Secularism can do this, either. I find

grave defects, as a matter of fact, in both these

faiths now so energetically preached in England.

But the Church has broken down, palpably and

of its owner's business. The gods and fairies can

only reappear for a utilitarian purpose ; and, in

some cases, the purpose seems questionable. In

Berlin, I noticed architectural and other trans-

formations, since I saw it in 1867, traceable to the

tropical effect of the milliards paid by France for

the late war undertaken with "a light heart." A

corresponding but sadly different effect of that

pecuniary transfer is visible in Paris. It has been

too much pinched, and has not got over it. When

M. Thiers was first negotiating about the indem-

nity, he said, "You may have all the money we

possess, but not a foot of our territory nor a stone

of our fortresses" ; but, when it came to the possi-

bility of those alternatives being actually offered,

he privately said (the fact has just come out), "Let

us part with our provinces rather than our money;

for, if we keep our money,we can buy our prov-

inces back." In the end, both provinces and money

most of it-hadto go; and it is plain that the

moneywas the more real loss. It has been coined

out of the mirth and health of the people : it has

left them with knit brows, clutching hands, and

pessimistic instincts. So their fairies dance for

money, their old gods advertise a new soda water

or vermifuge.

The most interesting masquerade I saw during

the Carême was in Notre Dame. There, an ingen-

ious and eloquent scion of the defunct nobility,

turned preacher, was evoking the dogmatic demons

and cowled phantasms of the Past, and causing

them to pass in weird masquerade every Sunday

afternoon. There is in France still a nation in

which titles are not abolished,-the nation whose

presidency is in Rome. "Monseigneur" is still a

big word in the French Catholic mouth; and it

is not impossible that the politically annihilated

castemaymore and more repair to the one profes-

sion which respects hereditary title, and can offer

it promotion and power in payment for service.

Apulpit crossed with a coronet is yet a valuable

heraldic device. This ablest and newest clerical

lion, my Lord Monsabré, Carême preacher at Notre
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ties. He had revealed the retreat of his employ-

ers, andby infamous denunciations delivered them

to the hands of the revolutionary bureau. Utter-

ing blasphemies on the way, he had conducted

themto the scaffold, and received, as the price of

their blood, the property of which they had made

such noble use, but which he soon dissipated.

'Monster that I am,' cried the dying man, 'so fair,

so good a master and mistress !' Then he opened

amedallion, and showed the priest their portraits.

Horror! the minister of Godrecognized his own

father and mother. There followed a fearful scene.

The priest, erect, pale, trembling, his eyes on fire,

gazed on the murderer of his parents; and the

dying man, like a spectre, raised himself on his

pallet, and, presenting his breast naked and emaci-

ated, cried, 'Avenge yourself, avenge yourself!'

But the priest remembered that he was more than

a man. Falling with tears on the neck of the

murderer, and placing a crucifix to his lips to

stop the cries of his despair,he said: 'My friend,

my brother, my son, you are deceived. I am Jesus

Christ, and Jesus Christ pardons you.' Long did

these embraces continue; and the beggar died,

pardoned andblest, in the arms of himwhose life

he haddesolated."

I have translated the preacher's words with

care; and it will be seen that he would be an ar-

Dame for 1885, has his reward. The Catholics

fairly shout his praises; he is declared the suc-

cessor of Massillon, Bossuet, and Lacordaire; his

portraits and sermons are hawked about, and also

something that purports to be his biography, but

is only an expanded puff. However, I am far

from thinking poorly of this M. Monsabré. I

went to hear him, and, so far as I could follow

him, was impressed by a manliness in his posi-

tion, as well as a certain sincerity in his tone and

treatment. He is a much more satisfactory

product of Catholicism than Père Hyacinth, who

carries on here a poor trade in Catholicism-and-

water, though he is not such a natural orator as

the latter. Monsabré does not dilute his dogmas.

As Canon Liddon in England can sway an audi-

encebetter than any Broad-Churchmanbyhaving

the courage of his creed, so touching the popular

love of honesty, so this uncompromising French

champion of discredited dogmas gains a hearing

never accorded to Mr. Facing-both-ways. For the

rest, he is a good-looking, good-sized, eupeptic

priest, with a vigorous voice and a Methodistic

manner. For many years, however, I have ob-

served that French Catholic preachers cultivate

several manners, having to make up for the lack

of the sect varieties known in most other countries.

Theymust do up the Methodism and the Quaker-

ism, as well as the ecclesiasticism. Monsabré ges- tist, if he only knew how to conceal art. As it is,

ticulates rather too much, but he does not rant.

Thevast crowd, paying from three to six cents each

for seats, waits a long time before even the music

begins. It listens to the orator with silent inter-

est, but I did not observe any indication of their

feelings being touched or their fears awakened.

Perhaps I may have been among those too far to

be reached by the preacher's magnetism; but I

suspect that the preacher is too didactic and argu-

mentative in his tone through the greater part of

his sermon to put his audience in a right frame to

receive his pathos. He preaches too much about

science and scepticism,-out-of-door enemies. If

any unbeliever goes to hear him, it is likely to be

only for the sake of studying the phenomenon of

an educated gentleman, who, in this agnostic time,

is perfectly familiar with all the ideas, plans, ar-

rangements, and feelings of a completely compre-

hended deity. Though the Monseigneur speaks

extemporaneously, his sermons are carefully elab-

orated. He never argues with Protestantism,

passes by with contempt its efforts to harmonize

the Bible with modern ideas, and frankly grapples

with adummyrationalism, not frankly manufact-

ured, adapted to fall beneath his blows. He is

essentially a man of sentiment, but intellectually

a special pleader; and, though his illustrations

and anecdotes are striking, they bear the marks

of made evidence. They are so clever and com-

plete andneat in every part as not to excite suspi-

cions which chill their effect. Here, for example,

is one of his stories, illustrating the sublimities

of the Confessional, from a sermon I bought at the

door. "At the end of the bloody Revolution

which made so many victims, a beggar was dying.

Till then, by his callous and savage silence, he

had thrown an impenetrable veil over his sad life;

but, recognizing the hour of God approaching, he

believed that it was time to reveal the secrets of

his conscience. He called for a priest ; and there

was sent him a man still young, whose austere garb

covered profound sorrows. 'My friend,' said he,

'you have asked for me.' 'You or another,' said

the other : 'listen to me, and try not to curse me !'

Then he began the narrative of his crimes. He

had been servant in a pious and noble family,

which had covered him with benefits ; and, when

the evil days came on, his ungrateful heart had

repaid them with treacheries, robberies, and cruel-

an exhibition of the pictures of Delacroix, now

attracting interest in Paris. Among the sacred

pictures was one of the crucifixion, in which the

spectator's attention is equally demanded by the

sufferer on the cross and (to put it mildly) an

extremely décolletée Magdalene at its feet. This

penitent Venus of the grotto, so carefully im-

ported to supersede the cult of the pagan goddess

in the south of France, has given us our word

maudlin; but she still displays together her ever-

youthfulcharms and tears throughout France, and

carries on her pious seductions alike in pictures

and sermons. This reverend Monseigneur, it will

be observed, has somehow discovered that the

Magdalene had, not only riches and beauty, but

"honors" to lay at the feet of Jesus. The honors

he alludes tohave been awarded inFrance, where,

for example, a miracle, wrought at her traditional

grotto near Arles, is said to have converted an

early king, and influenced all history; but what

appears to me the real honor due her is not men-

tioned,-namely, that on a vision of hers rests the

resurrection of Christ.

The congregation in Notre Dame is very large,

but one wonders where it comes from. They

are not, like our Salvationists, seeking a Sun-

day amusement denied elsewhere. They do not

seem tobe the poor one meets about the streets,

nor yet the wealthy one sees at the opera or in

fashionable companies. There is, evidently, a

pretty large stratum of Catholicism in Paris, de-

spite the fact that even a theist can hardly be

found in the legislature, and a Christian scholar

is liable to the suspicion of coveting notoriety. It

has at least possessed sufficient social strength

to bring M. Andrieux to his knees, with apologies

for his official--and he pleads compulsory-part

in breaking up illegal Catholic institutions. If

the fallen noblesse, imitating this eloquent Lord

Monsabré, should universally ally themselves with

the slowly falling priesthood, it is possible they

may yet give severe battle to the free-thinking

Republic. It would be a literal battle, and a

terrible one. That which is preached at Notre

Dame as religion is dealt with at the college near

by, the Sorbonne, as disease or insanity. At Salpe-

trière hospital, Dr. Bournville has epileptic

patients whoweekly undergo fits of penance, cru-

cifixion, beatitude. It is to be hoped that the

number of these "possessed" ones will not greatly

multiply. Dr. Laborde, in his recent work, Les

Hommes et les Actes de l'Insurrection de Paris devant

la Psychologie Morbide, shows that a people may

become insane as well as an individual. The last

outbreak of the Commune has supplied him with

his chief illustration. Carl Vogt has given a simi-

lar explanation of the anti-Semitic frenzy in

Germany and Russia. A recrudescence of anti-

heretical madness in France is improbable so long

as the reactionary parties are divided ; but, should

they coalesce, there might be danger.

he must be accorded the credit of a fair pulpit

novelist. The plot of the above is not bad,

though so improbable. The next translation I

make is from a sermon on repentance. A French

sermon on repentance without anything about the

interesting Magdalene-almost the French Ma-

donna-were an impossibility. Having described

sin as "the offence against God," "the loss of

God," the thing that "makes man an enemy of

God and God an enemy of man," the preacher

continues : "Oh! who would not be sorrowfully

moved in beholding the depths of sin? Who

would not detest it more than all imaginable mis-

fortunes? Parents, friends, goods, peace, health,

who would not renounce them all rather than com-

mit sin ? Sacred ranks of penitents, whose conver-

sion God crowns to-day, you have comprehended

sin; and therein have explained themselves this

sovereign sorrow which has broken your hearts,

these groans that have filled the entire world,

these heroic sacrifices by which you express your

supreme horror of evil. You were the dishonor

of your family and the scandal of your people,

O Magdalene! but, in the depths of your guilty

soul made clear by grace, the deceitful love of

creatures could no more find place. Riches,

honors, amours, pleasures, beauty, all were cast

without regret at the feet of the God you had out-

raged. He sees you prostrate near the Pharisees'

table, the mark of their implacable railleries ; he

sees you bathed in tears and nearly expiring at

the foot of the cross where fell the purifying

stream of his blood; he sees you in that lost

grotto, where, plaintive, stripped, lying on the

naked ground, you passed thirty years of volun-

tary exile awaiting your home. Solitudes, deserts,

sharp rocks, burning sands, habitable only by

wild beasts, how is it that ye have heard the

voice of men and been populous, to the envy of

proudest cities ? Horrible places ! who then have

been your friends ? They were the fugitives of

sin, the men of broken heart, full of sorrow and

hatred for evil, more eager for the sufferings, be-

cause they preferred all things to the frightful

calamity of offending God. They have put so

much love into their repentance that it has de-

voured their sin as fire devours forests when the

lightning has struck."

Iwas reminded of this passage when visiting

MONCURE D. CONWAY.

DOES VIRTUE PAY ?

The funny story called Tommy, which Littell's

Living Age has recently copied from Blackwood's

Magazine, presents some curious moral and theo-

logical problems. The hero, Robert Flopjohn,

keeps trying to be as unselfish and upright as

Tommy and the other good little boys in the

Sunday-school books. He gives up all the prop-

erty he inherited from his mother, in order to pay

his father's debts. He runs away from his first

place, that of private tutor, without drawing his

salary, because he will not give way to his passion

for a beautiful heiress who, he knows, loves him

with all her heart. A second tutorship he re-
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signs, because he does not succeed at once in

turning his rough young pupils into scholars and

gentlemen. Then he becomes head of a school

where he finds all sorts of abuses established ; and

these he attacks so recklessly as to call out a gen-

eral dislike, which at last drives him away on

account of his punishing some boys with unlawful

severity for an offence committed outside of his

jurisdiction. The rector employs him to copy

his sermons for the press; but he tries to improve

them, and is at once discharged. So he is, by his

last employer, a supervising architect, whom he

lectures for conniving at frauds of mechanics in

building a house. He has no money, no friends,

and no prospects left him; and he thinks he has

followed Tommy long enough. The ink-injector

of the architect's stylographic pen falls in his

way. Instead of returning it, he uses it to blow

road-dust into people's eyes, as a remedy for all

diseases. This quackery succeeds rapidly, and he

becomes immensely rich.

Improbable as the whole story is, especially the

conclusion, we have only to look around us to see

plenty of facts almost as puzzling. We all know

poor, honest Flopjohns and prosperous knaves.

Useful labor is done for wages reduced almost to

starvation limits ; while harlots, gamblers, and

rumsellers prosper, and wholesale robbery, that

barely keeps within the law, makes millionnaires.

It is not the hard-working farmer, or mechanic or

teacher, but the fraudulent bankrupt, the extor-

tionate contractor, the stingy manufacturer that

we see living in palaces and feasting on luxuries.

Socrates drinks hemlock; Joan of Arc, Servetus,

and Bruno are burned alive ; Madame Roland

mounts the guillotine; Arnold of Brescia, Savona-

rola, and John Brown hang on the gallows, and

Jesus on the cross ; while Cæsars, Borgias, Stuarts,

Bourbons, and Napoleons are exalted to the

throne. It certainly does not look as if the great

unknown power had any strong desire to reward

virtue and punish vice. We might almost say

means, however wicked. His dusty, dirty scheme involves not only physical, but intellectual loss;

musthave ended like all his other plans.

But does not this story show that there is some

necessary connection between virtue and folly ?

No, indeed! In the first place, they have no

common cause. Vice and folly may both be

traced to inability to understand and obey those

great laws on whose observance depends all our

happiness. Read the records of crime in the

Newgate Calendar or Dugdale's Jukes. These

books deal mainly with those indolent, extrava-

gant, short-sighted, self-indulgent fools, who grav-

❘itate first into pecuniary trouble and then into

crime. For one Carker, or Uriah Heep, or Ralph

Nickleby who commits a felony, there are a dozen

Dick Swivellers, or Wilkins Micawbers. That

such an addlepate as Flopjohn should finally

become a professional swindler is just what was

tobe expected. The strangest thing, next to his

and receiving them without return is morally de-

grading. If every one were either offering or

receiving sacrifices, we should have one-half of

the world ruining itself, physically and intellectu-

ally, in order that the other half might be ruined

morally. Somewhat of this nature, though not

to this extent, is the result of women's generally

obeying thepulpit injunctions to self-sacrifice, which

men usually disregard. Thus, women are kept

half-educated and in bad health, while men re-

main self-indulgent and oppressive. Wisely did

the suffragists vote, eight years ago, as recently

mentioned in The Index, that the lessons of self-

sacrifice taught to women by the Christian Church

have been contrary to the duty of self-develop-

ment and the progress of the race. I do believe

in self-sacrifice, but only when the general welfare

is thus increased. We are to find our own highest

succeeding so well in his knavery, is his waiting | happiness in that of our neighbor's, and we are

so long before taking it up. It should be noticed

that he ascribes his own ill-success largely to his

unpractical education. Perhaps no schooling can

give any one worldly wisdom; but, certainly, our

high schools and colleges might be made less

likely to hinder its acquirement. We should at

least take care that the graduates of these institu-

tions are not any less able to earn their own living

than when they went in. Train young men and

women to support themselves honestly, and there

will be little danger of their seeking vicious ways

to wealth. Prof. Sophocles used to say : "Why

do people praise robbers and pirates ? We know

better than that in Greece. We say, when a

man turns robber or pirate, that he has not sense

enough for anything else."

Practical training will make even stupid people

useful members of society, provided they are not

incurably vicious. I think I have read that

"Ittakes , as a general rule,

Atleasthalf a knave to be wholly a fool ."

Flopjohn, though not at first to any extent a

that God and man conspire together to persecute | knave, was very far from being what I call a good

righteousness and pamper iniquity. No wonder

that Danaæ, the Epicurean, as she was led to

execution for having saved her lover from a

tyrant's wrath, exclaimed, "Men do right to de-

spise those gods who let me die for this ! "

But let us look more closely at the facts. Julius

Cæsar and Napoleon Bonaparte could not have

made themselves emperors, if they had not had

an unusual power of dealing with men and things.

Our American millionnaires became so by being

uncommonly shrewd, sagacious, and enterprising.

They were more successful than their neighbors

in meeting the wants of people who wished to buy

goods or travel on railroads. They knew how to

furnish the community cheaply and rapidly with

what everybody wanted. We should all be in

poverty and misery, if we did not reward with

riches those who know how to supply our neces-

sities. So the world sometimes wants a strong

hand at the helm so much, as to be glad to give

a throne to the man who can best keep his seat

there. We should all go to ruin, if practical

ability were not allowed to succeed. Now, it was

precisely the want of practical skill that made Flop-

john fail. All his dealings with his employers

show such inability to understand human nature

as must have made it impossible for him to suc-

ceed anywhere. His attempts to reform his

school were carried on with a reckless indifference,

not only to his patrons' prejudices, but to the

laws of the land, which made his dismissal just.

Itwas not merely because he was a Tommy that

he failed, but because he was such a very soft

Tommy. The only thing hard to make out is

how he could possibly have succeeded by any

man. Morality requires paying proper respect to

the rights of others. He was acting immorally

when he altered the manuscripts he had agreed

to copy. So he was when he violated the laws

which toldhim when he might punish his scholars,

and when he should not. The girl who loved

him and offered to marry him, had a right to ex-

pect that he should be faithful to her. When he

ran away from her, he left, not only his happiness

and hers, but his duty also. We certainly can-

not say, as I believe Burgoyne did in a comedy

acted by British officers in garrison at Boston and

New York,-

"Awoman should obey the moral law,

Nordare to marry till she's asked her pa."

also to remember that one of the surest ways to

make others happy is tokeep so ourselves. Uni-

versal welfare is the true standard; and among

the means to realize it are self-culture, respect

for others' rights, and due use of all opportunities

to promote our own happiness without diminishing

that of any one else. Such virtue does not go

without reward.

F. M. HOLLAND.

"AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY. "

The publication of Charles Bray's book with

this title, and the sub-title, "Phases of Opinion and

Experience during aLong Life," is the more inter-

esting from its near coincidence with the publica-

tion of George Eliot's Life and Letters. The side

glimpse of her character and personality is aggra-

vating in its brevity; but, so far as it goes, it is

one ofmany contributions to our fuller knowledge

that must be taken in connection with Mr. Cross's

admirable book in seeking an impression of her

total faculty and disposition. Mr. Bray's mention

of her is in connection with Emerson's visit to

Coventry in 1848, when his intimate relations with

her, which were of nine years' duration, were

nearlyatanend. Thewayin which Emerson's visit

is spoken of is a fair sample of Mr. Bray's manner,

which is frankly egotistic, so frankly that it pleases

rather than repels : "A Coventry gentleman, meet-

ing Emerson in the north soon after his arrival in

England, invited him to visit the old city. Emer-

son replied that, if he came to Coventry, it would

be to see Charles Bray, the author of The Philoso-

phy of Necessity. Emerson was seized by a party

of Stratford friends, and carried off to Shakspere's

tomb. Miss Evans was one of the party, and, in

one of her letters in the Cross biography, pro-

nounces him 'the first man she had ever seen. "

Mr. Bray found in Miss Evans (his intimacy

with her ended before she was either George Eliot

or Mrs. Lewes) the most delightful companion he

had ever known. "She knew everything. She

Our hero kept trying conscientiously to follow

lofty principles; buthe had set them so high that,

while he was staring at them, his feet were wan-

dering into forbidden paths. He began by reck-

lessly sacrificing real duties to imaginary ones ;

and, therefore, he ended by deliberately repudiat-| had little self-assertion: her aim was always to

ing both. Nothing does more to encourage lax

conduct than preaching impossible principles.

This is particularly true of self-sacrifice, as it is

usually taught and as Flopjohn practised it. He

was really too unselfish to be highly virtuous. No

one has a right to sacrifice his own happiness

except to increase that of some one else. Herbert

Spencer shows that, if we all thought only of

making sacrifices, there would be no one to take

them, and social progress would be at a dead-

lock. The actual result of the conventional

demand for sacrifices is that some are constantly

making them, and others are accepting them with-

out giving any return. But making sacrifices

show her friends off to the best advantage, not

herself. She would polish up their witticisms, and

give them thefull credit of them. But there were

two sides : hers was the temperament of genius,

which has always its sunny and shady side. She

was frequently very depressed, and often very pro-

voking, as much so as she could be agreeable, and

wehad violent quarrels; but the next day, or when-

ever we met, they were quite forgotten, and no

allusion made to them. Of course, we went over

all subjects in heaven or earth." Mr. Bray claims

to have laid the foundations of her philosophy.

In1844, when they were both much interested in

phrenology, a cast was taken of her head. Her



570 THE INDEX MAY 28 1885

head was large, twenty-two and one quarter inches

round. George Combe, on first seeing the cast,

took it for a man's. Mr. Bray's reading of her

"bumps" is nearly what it might have been if he

had allowed himself to be benefited by his knowl-

edge of her character. "The social feelings were

very active, particularly the adhesiveness. She

was of a most affectionate disposition, always re-

quiring someone to lean upon, preferringwhat has

hitherto been considered the stronger sex to the

other and more impressible. She was not fitted to

stand alone." It is not difficult to understand

why Mr. Bray and Miss Evans had some fallings

out. There was no gradation in his thought, no

light and shade. He had none of her ability to

see the other side, none of her patience to hear it.

"Rosehill," Mr. Bray's first home in Coventry,

must have been a very pleasant place, "when the

bear skin was under the acacia," or at any season

of the year. For all his dogmatism, he was a

hearty, genial spirit. A good many people who

were wise and useful in their generation were

attracted there,George Dawson among them, the

lecturer and preacher, and George Combe, whose

devoted wife sometimes dropped asleep in the

middle of his discourse, herhead inclined toward

him in a reverent attitude of attention. Mr. Bray's

sympathy with Combe's phrenology does not make

it any easier for him to understand how he could

have written his Constitution of Man in a "fever of

enthusiasm." His own faith in phrenology did

not wane nor waver with the lapse of years. He

disposes of some of the common objections to the

system in a satisfactory manner. Some of his

phrenological readings are exactly in a line with

what we know of the persons characterized from

the usual sources, but others are surprising and

apparently absurd. Of Dickens, we are told that

"his strongest feelings were love of approbation

and acquisitiveness, and he literally killed himself

in their gratification, unrestrained by the control-

ling power and higher motives which a larger coro-

nal region of the brain would have given." So

much is proved by the last volume of Forster's sad

biography of his friend. But what shall we say to

the statement that Napoleon III. had a large organ

ofconscientiousness, Gladstone a small one ? "That

phrenology is wrong," suggests Mr. Bray derisively.

Yes; or that the less conscientiousness a manhas,

the better. But Mr. Bray was a believer in Napo-

leon the Little and in the Second Empire to a re-

markable degree.

chapter on "A Moral System for Secular Schools,"

which was a plea for absolute secularization. But

it was upon his Philosophy of Necessity, first pub-

lished in 1841, that Mr. Bray based his claim to

general recognition as a benefactor to mankind.

Whatever the value of his system, it brought with

it a singular peace to his own mind; and, cer-

tainly, it never made him less energetic in good

works. It madehim asoft creditor and a lenient

judge. A more genial optimist it would be hard

to find. He speaks of his system as "making

known God as the Universal Father, revealing

himself in a language that cannot be misunder-

stood or misinterpreted." It is possible that such

phrases betray a certain weakness common to all

innovating theorists,-a desire to make their

theories more palatable than they are likely to be

without some spice of old associations. Mr. Bray's

most prolific correspondent for twenty years, often

writing him two or three long letters in a single

month, was Mr. H. G. Atkinson, Miss Martineau's

friend and collaborator. Drawn together by their

necessarian morality, they differed widely in their

philosophy of matter, Atkinson being a materialist

and Bray an idealist. We have here one of

many illustrations of the comparatively formal

nature of this distinction and of its moral indif-

ference.

Mr. Bray's account of his opinions and experi-

ence is so rapid that it never for a moment wearies

us, except for the very reason that it is so rapid.

It is never dull. He was not so much older than

George Eliot as we imagined from her biography.

He was born in 1811. Articled in London at the

age of seventeen, he was shortly afterward "con-

vinced of sin." Returning to Coventry, his Cal-

vinism suddenly broke down under the influence

of a Unitarian minister who was often in his

father's house, but, with it, all supernatural relig-

ion. Then came a year of anarchy, and then

what he denominated his "reconversion,"-namely,

to the "Philosophy ofNecessity." His book which

bore this title was not published until several

years later. This book was his magnum opus in

his own estimation, and he insists with an amus-

ing frankness on its relative and absolute impor-

tance. But his first publication, The Education of

the Body, met with a more favorable reception

than any of his later works. It met a popular

need, and it did not obviously run counter to the

prejudices of the majority. His second book, The

Education of the Feelings, was strongly marked by

his phrenological opinions. The latest edition of

the book was injuriously affected by an additional

Mr. Bray's life was one of plain living and high

thinking, if not the highest. In 1856, he retired

upon a competency of £400 a year, which was

afterwards considerably reduced. Nevertheless, it

seems to have been sufficient for his purposes.

Reading and writing, much "given to hospitality,"

and deeply interested in all matters of immediate

local and larger public interest, he slipped down

the western gradient of life with a becoming dig-

nity and grace. His book discourses with good-

tempered and serene garrulity of many things,-

Mesmerism, Spiritualism, the Organization of

Labor, "The Future Life." There is an appendix

made up of brief and pointed utterances on a great

variety of themes. Death, which he did not fear,

and from which he expected nothing but eternal

rest, came to him Oct. 5, 1884. Three weeks

before, he had written a postscript to his auto-

biography, in which he had reiterated his confi-

dence in the destruction of the individual and his

opinion that nothing better was to be desired.

His ruling passion as a writer was for quotation,

and it was strong in death. His last quotations

were certainly among the best. "We live in the

Eternal Order, and the Eternal Order never dies."

This is one of them, and the other is from a

"Pantheist's Song of Immortality" :-

"Yes, thou shalt die ; but these almighty forces,

Thatmeet to form thee, live forever more :

They hold the suns in their eternal courses,

And shape the tiny sand-grains on the shore.

"Be calmly glad, thine own true kindred seeing

In fire and storm, in flowers with dew impearled;

Rejoice in thine imperishable being,

One with the essence of the boundless world."

JOHN W. CHADWICK.

these addresses, the subject will be open for

speeches, not exceeding ten minutes each, from

the floor.

Friday afternoon, at 3 o'clock, the Rev. R.

Heber Newton will address the meeting on "The

Religious Aspect of Socialism." During the after-

noon session there will also be ten-minute speeches

from Mrs. AnnaGarlin Spencer,Giles B. Stebbins,

John Orvis, HenryB.Blackwell, George E. McNeill,

Frederic A. Hinckley,and others.

EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION .

The annual festival will be held in the Meio-

naon, Tremont Temple,Friday evening, commenc-

ing at 6.30 o'clock. R. Heber Newton, W. D. Le

Sueur, Wm. J. Gill, H. W. Holland, Mrs. E. D.

Cheney, Miss Mary Eastman, W. J. Potter, B. F.

Underwood, J. K. Applebee,and G. N. Hill will be

among the speakers. Music, including quartet

and solo singing, will be furnished by the Temple

Quartette. Mr. H. L. Bateman, first tenor ; Mr.

F. E. Webber, second tenor ; Mr. H. A. Cook, first

bass ; Mr. A. C. Ryder, second bass ; Mr. Howard

M. Dow, pianist.

The Eighteenth Annual Meeting of the Free

Religious Association will be held in Parker Me-

morial Building, Boston, Mass., as follows :-

Thursday evening, May 28, at 7.45 o'clock, busi-

ness session for thehearing of reports, election of

officers, etc.

Tickets, with reserved seats at tables, at $1.00

each,may be obtained at The Index office, No. 44

Boylston Street, Boston.

Friday morning, May 29, at 10.30 o'clock, ad-

dress by the President, followed by addresses from

Mr. W. D. Le Sueur, of Ottawa, Can., and Rev.

M. J. Savage of Boston, on the question, "Is a

Scientific Basis for Religion Possible ?" After

F. A. HINCKLEY, Sec'y.

EDITORIAL NOTES .

BY B. F. U.

ONE who has a grievance, and dwells on it,

magnifies it, and talks about it to every friend he

meets, is liable to become a bore.

"THE Effects on Society and the Individual of

Increasing Specialization" will be the subject of

an address, by B. F. Underwood, before the Parker

Memorial Science Class, next Sunday at 12.15

P.M.

LILIAN WHITING, in a letter to the Chicago

Inter-Ocean, says: "It is vaguely rumored that

President Eliot's tour to Europe-where he will

remain a year is to be a graceful way of closing

his connection with Harvard University. As I

have written you before, President Eliot, while an

accomplished scholar and most estimable gentle-

man, is not up to the times as a Harvard President

should be." The general impression, and we think

the correct one, is that President Eliot is rather in

advance of the times.

In a letter to Mr. S. B. Weston, Mr. O. В.

Frothingham writes : "Since leaving the profes-

sion, I have been more and more convinced that

the era of Transcendentalism is passed, and that

the social epoch has arrived. The next step, in my

judgment, will be the reorganization of society

under the action of purely ethical principles, of

which Mr. Adler is the leading expositor. If I

had the energy and courage of a few years ago,

I should throw myself into this new movement ;

and it gives me pleasure to know that one who

has listened to me has struck into this new path."

LEANDER WETHERELL died in this city last

week, at the age of seventy-four. He was a teacher

in Rochester, N.Y., from 1840 to 1853 ; editor for

several years of the Amherst (Mass.) Express ; in

1856, he was made assistant secretary of the Mas-

sachusetts State Board of Agriculture ; from 1859

to 1866, he edited the Boston Cultivator, and for

several years has been a writer on agricultural

subjects for the Boston Traveller and Post. He

was well known in New York and Canada, as well

as in New England, as a lecturer on agriculture.

Hewas fond of discussion, and attended and spoke

at liberal meetings held at Paine Hall and other

places in this city up to the time of his last illness.

Hepossessedmany estimable qualities, and will be

missed by his large circle of friends.
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MR. MASKELYNE, a well-known investigator of

Spiritualism and "crusader against Spiritualistic

phenomena," has been interviewed by a represen-

tative of the London press. Says the Week (Tor-

onto) : "Among the Spiritualists,he will acknowl-

edge only two classes,-impostors and dupes.

Even Prof. Crookes, who attempts to examine

these phenomena with scientific exactitude, re-

ceives very scanty indulgence from Mr. Maskelyne.

But, amid so vast a mass of deception and fraud,

he admits that, after twenty years' experience, he

cannot account for 'table-turning.' Everything

else, no matter how wonderful, he has been able

toproduce, and even improve upon,either by leg-

erdemain confederation or mechanical contrivance.

But movements of the table he has seen produced,

and has assisted in producing, which could not be

accomplished by the same persons with the utmost

exertion of muscular force. He refuses to ac-

knowledge the explanations of Faraday as suffi-

cient; and though, of course, he does not accept

the spiritualistic explanation, he believes in some

kind of psychic or nerve force hitherto unex-

plained."

were

LAST week, Rev. A. J. Gordon, D.D. , Baptist,

Rev. H. L. Hastings, Adventist, and several others,

before the Boston Municipal Court for

preaching on the Common without a license, and

were fined ten dollars each. Judge Adams said

that it was not a crime involving moral turpitude,

it was made a crime by the city. The prosecution

was made to determine whether the city author-

ities can have such control as is desired over

public grounds. The propriety of such an act

can be seen, if the city government has the power

to make it, as many objectionable people go on to

the Common, and make harangues to disturb the

peace. It is advisable to have some restrictions ;

and it is a simple thing to get a license, if any

reputable person desires one. An appeal was

taken in each case ; and it is understood that in

the Supreme Court the proceedings will be pro

forma, in order that the point at issue may be

passed upon by the highest legal tribunal of the

Commonwealth. We doubt the wisdom of pro-

hibiting speaking on the Common without a

license. Addresses there are not likely to disturb

the peace except in rare cases, and then the police

can always be called upon.

THE eleventh general conventionof the Free

Religious Congregations of Germany will be held

in Brunswick, June 9, 10, and 11. The first public

session will be occupied with the condition and

prospects of these organizations ; for instance,

their decline in membership, their political affini-

ties, their legal rights, and their pecuniary losses

through lack of corporate security. In the second

session, the relations of morality to religion will

be discussed on the basis of the following proposi-

tions, presented by the Berlin Congregation : Re-

ligion is the conscious relationship of man to what

hehas considered the highest (God), and which we

recognize as the World, or Universal Nature. Mo-

rality is the practical realization of this conception

of the Divine. Morality, or practical Religion, is

a duty which we should strive earnestly to fulfil.

Morality first appears in man with that stage of

development at which he is able to consider him-

self personally responsible. Where there is no such

consciousness, there can be nothing that is mor-

ally right or wrong. The individual is responsible

to the community for his moral condition, but

only in part ; for the community also is responsible

for some part of it to the individual.

THE death of La Roy Sunderland at Hyde Park,

on Friday last, at the age of eighty-three (lacking

three days), removes one who was prominently

before the public, in connection with various re-

forms, for manyyears. In early life, he became a

Methodist minister, and was a successful revivalist.

Thirty or fortyyears ago, he was wellknown as a

lecturer on temperance, Mormonism, slavery, and

especially on mesmerism, or, to use his own word,

"pathetism," anewsystem of mental science, which

he claimed to have discovered, and which he illus-

trated with experiments. He was successively

editor of three papers, one of which, if we mistake

not, was the first paper devoted to modern Spirit-

ualism published in this country. The names

of his last two papers were the Magnet and the

Spirit World. He subsequently conceived a great

aversion to Spiritualism, and, regarding it as a

baneful superstition, wrote against it. He was

a few years ago elected an honorary member

of the London Philosophical Society, in con-

sideration of his writings on mental science. Up

to within a few weeks of his death, he was a

contributor to the Investigator, Monroe's Iron-clad

Age, and other anti-theological papers. Says the

Investigator, whose editor delivered his funeral

address, " He met the final hour with the com-

posure and resignation of a philosopher; and, by

all who knew himbest, he will be long and kindly

remembered."

ser.

AS WE suspected, the stories put in circulation

by Braden, a Campbellite preacher, in regard to

the immoral character of the population of Liberal,

Mo., are without foundation. The statements are

denied by physicians, clergymen, and others, living

in Barton County, who disavow any sympathy

with the religious views of the community. Rev.

John A. Pool, a Baptist minister, says : " I am a

minister of the gospel in the Freewill Baptist

Church. I am well acquainted with G. H. Wal-

He has lived in this city and county for

many years ; and he has always enjoyed the esteem

and respect of those who know him, his best

friends are those who have known him the longest.

I am also acquainted with the people of Liberal ;

and, taking out their scepticism, they are as

worthy the respect of the world as any people I

know of or have ever known. Infidels as they are

as to the teachings of the Bible, they have done

what Christian communities in this country have

failed in doing,-keeping saloons and places of

intoxication out of their town. To this extent,

Christian towns could well take pattern of Liberal.

The charges of Clark Braden against the people

are untrue. I do not believe that Christianity

requires such services as rendered by Clark Braden

in this respect." The Liberal, published at Lib-

eral , of the 21st, contains a dozen or more similar

testimonials from men who are evidently disinter-

ested and trustworthy. Braden is an unreliable

man, with a propensity for slander and abuse,

which has brought him into trouble more than

once in his own denomination.

For The Index.

NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE.

O rare, fine spirit, from the silent land

No message cometh, e'en from such as thou,

Whowore a crown of light upon thy brow,

And bore on earth a magic, potent wand,

Wielded with delicate and fairy hand.

Yet art thou ever with us still, Itrow,

In minds, spell-bound, by fair creations now,

Who sprang to being by thy soul's command.*

We call thee dead! but we who live can find

No wayto send a token slight to thee,

While thou, with insight keen and matchless power,

Charmeth, through life's dull round, the weary mind,

'Tis thou who livest! Still thy witchery

Falleth on us with golden, precious dower.

ANNA OLCOTT COMMELIN.

The Judex.
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The Constitution of the National Unita-

rian Conference.

Address at the Meeting of the Liberal Union Club, April 25.

BY EDWIN D. MEAD.

In all the editions of Channing, no doubt,-in the

edition certainly circulated by the American Uni-

tarian Association, perhaps its most representative

book,-appear, as is well known to most here, cer-

tain extracts from a letter on creeds. In this letter

on creeds, I know not when written,-Channing

declared that his aversion to creeds as bonds of

union or conditions of fellowship constantly gained

strength. "It has been the fault of all sects," he
said, "that they have been too anxious to define

their religion." "Who does not see," he asked,

"that human creeds, setting bounds to thought,

and telling us where inquiry must stop, tend to

repress a holy zeal for the truth, to shut our eyes

on new illumination, to hem us within the beaten

paths of man's construction, to arrest that per-

petual progress which is the life and glory of an

immortal mind ?"

"It is another and great objection to creeds," he

added, "that they interfere with that simplicity

and godly sincerity on which the efficacy of relig-

ious teaching very much depends. That aminis-

ter should speak with power, it is important that

he should speak from his own soul, and not stu-

diously conform himself to modes of speaking

which others have adopted. It is important that

he should give out the truth in the very form in

which it presents itself to his mind, in the very

words which offer themselves spontaneously as the

clothing of his thoughts. To express our own

minds frankly, directly, fearlessly, is the way to

reach other minds. Now, it is the effect of creeds

to check this free utterance of thought. The min-

ister must seek words which will not clash with

the consecrated articles of his Church. Ifhe
...
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happen to doubt the standard of his Church, he

must strain its phraseology, must force it beyond

its obvious import, that he may give his assent to

it without departures from truth. All these proc-

esses must have a blighting effect on the mind and

heart. They impair self-respect. They cloud the

intellectual eye. They accustom men to tamper

with truth."

common Unitarianism of Channing's time as sim-

ply the natural and necessary beliefs of every well-

regulated religious man. Ido not doubt that they

found actual expression in the written "bonds of

Christian union" or "conditions of Christian fel-|

lowship" of three-quarters of the Boston Unitarian

congregations ; and Dr. Channing himself might,

very well have ordered them frescoed upon the

wall of Federal Street Church, with no thought

whatever that he was painting a "human creed."

This is very admirable and very modern. Emer-

son or Parker, we say, might have said this; Mr.

Potter might have said this in his address to-night ;

Mr. Abbot might have written this to Mr. Clarke.

But this is not the whole of Dr. Channing's

letter. The objections to creeds which I have

quoted are not by any means all of his objections,

nor do they include his first objection. "Myfirst

objection to human creeds," he said, in his letter,

"is that they separate us from Jesus Christ. To

whom am I to go for myknowledge of the Chris-

tian religion but to the Great Teacher, to the Son

ofGod, to him inwhom the fulness of the Divinity

dwelt? This is my great privilege as a Christian,

that I may sit at the feet, not of a human, but of a

divine Master ; that I may repair to him in whom

truth lived and spoke without a mixture of error.

... Shallmandare to interpose between me and my

heavenly guide and Saviour ? ... What is the state

ofmindinwhich I shall best learn the truth? It

is that in which I forsake all other teachers for

Christ.... Let me go to Jesus with a human voice

sounding in my ears, and telling me what I must

hear from the Great Teacher, and how can I listen

tohim in singleness ofheart ? All Protestant sects,

indeed, tell the learner to listen to Jesus Christ.

He is told that Christ's word is alone infalli-

ble, but told that, unless it is received as inter-

preted by fallible men, he will be excluded from

the communion of Christians. This is what shocks

me inthe creed-maker.... He dares not trust me

alone with Jesus. He dares not leave me to the

word of God. This I cannot endure. I must

learn Christ's truth from Christ himself, as he

speaks in the records of his life and in the men

whom he trained up and supernaturally prepared

to be his witnesses to the world. On what ground,

I ask, do the creed-makers demand assent to their

articles as condition of church membership or sal-

vation ? What has conferred on them infallibility ?

...

..

But, to Theodore Parker and to Emerson, this

fresco would have appeared verymuch ofa "human

creed." Here were many articles in excess of their

articles. And to Mr. Savage and multitudes of

our Unitarian friends to-day, multitudes of recog-

nized Unitarian leaders, here is verymuch that is

not natural and not at all necessary to the present

well-regulated religious man, that is quite out of

harmony indeed with the best religious thought.

This fresco could not be painted to-day in any

Unitarian church in Boston. It could not be

painted at Saratoga. But what I wish to say is

that the difference between Saratoga and Chan-

ning, and the difference between Channing and

the "creeds" for which he had an "aversion," is

not greater than the difference between the way

in which what I call the best thought of our time

Evidences of Christianity. I have seen very much

of Unitarian ministers and Unitarian congrega-

tions all through the country; and myown con.

viction is that a really religious man, a man clearly

devoted to the upbuilding of his people, and not

simply to the salaried exhibition of his own uneasi-

ness and dialectic process, will almost everywhere

be given long rope for his radical thought.

Seeing this notable progress and this splendid

spirit, I do not doubt the progress and the wise

reforms of the future; and I feel, coming here to

criticise Unitarians in some sort, verymuch in the

predicament of Balaam, the son of Beor. If ever

I make strictures on the Unitarians, I always

praise them more. I am heartily their friend,

and very much one of them myself. I frankly

confess that there is almost no question in which

Ihave less personal interest than one like this. I

am the poorest of all churchmen. I am a mem-

ber of no church or congregation. I have said

many times that the dispensation of the Church

is ceasing, and the dispensation of the Common-

wealth is being born. If I have a Church, it is

this American republic. And yet, when I say

that, I wish to say distinctly that I am a believer,

and a very warm believer, in the congregation.

When I say that I am a member of no congrega-

views Christ as the Great Teacher or a great❘tion, I do not say it by way of felicitation, but by

master and Saratoga's view of Christ as "the

Lord." This speech, I say, this article of belief,

this creed, is not the natural or true expression of

the best religious thought of our time. It is a

speech native rather to the thought of Channing

or the thought of Moses Stuart ; and any attempt

to make it serve for the thought of Emerson or

Parker is to resort to that straining and forcing

of which Channing so clearly perceived the blight-

ing effect and which he so manfully condemned.

"It impairs self-respect, it clouds the intellectual

eye, it accustoms men to tamper with truth."

I do not remember that this club has ever dis-

cussed the Thirty-nine Articles. I do not remem-

ber that it has ever asked, What changes are

needed in the Westminster Catechism ? I do not

think that it ever will ask that question. I think

that, if it did, the Presbyterians might resent it.

I think that Dr. Prime might write an editorial in

the next week's Observer, to say that the Liberal

'Show me your proofs,' I say to them, of Christ| Club had better mind its own business. But Mr.

speaking in you. Work some miracle, utter some

prophecy, show me something divine in you which

other men do not possess. ”

Here, then, is a declaration of "aversion to human

creeds" as bonds of union or conditions of fellow-

ship, and in the very formulation of the first ob-

jection a declaration of belief in Christ as the Son

of God, in whom dwelt the fulness of the Divinity,

who was not human but a heavenly Saviour, speak-

ing without a mixture of error, infallible. The

Bible is the word of God; the apostles are Christ's

supernaturally prepared witnesses ; the proofs of

divinity, or infallibility, are miracle, prophecy, or

something else, which man as man does not possess.

These articles of belief are all mentioned quite by

the by in an argument against creeds. It does not

occur to Dr. Channing, it did not occur to the Uni-

tarianism of his time, that these articles had a

"credal" nature. These articles all had place, in-

deed, in Presbyterianism and Athanasianism ; but

it was certain extra articles that hadplace there-

articles about everlasting damnation, about the

Trinity-which constituted "creeds." When men

speak disparagingly of "creeds," it usually means

simply disparagement of other people's creeds, of

articles of belief in excess of our articles. These

beliefs in the superhuman and infallible nature of

Christ, and in the general miraculous character of

Christianity and of the Bible, were viewed by the

Barrows will not write such an editorial in next

week's Register. The Unitarians will not resent

this discussion. And the simple fact that the Uni-

tarian housekeeping is discussed here to-night in

this free manner is evidence sufficient, I suppose,

that those who have brought the discussion here

feel themselves somehow in the Unitarian house-

hold, or closely related to it; Unitarian matters

are somehow their matters .

way of simply stating that in the crowded and

changing years since my withdrawal from the

Episcopal Church, of which Iwas once amember,

the exigencies of my own life have made it nat-

ural and perhaps necessary for me to get andto

give otherwise than in the congregation. I do

not doubt that this has been to my cost. I am

sure that an isolated religious life is to the cost of

most men, that it is not the life for best growth

nor most usefulness, not in the line of truest de-

velopment. I think that none of us is likely to

forget Emerson's and Carlyle's lesson of individual

integrity, the primacy of righteousness to useful-

ness, the old truth that "the wisdom which is from

above is first pure, then peaceable." But our own

time does not look with favor upon the doctrine

that religion develops best in the woods. Henry

James spoke wisely of "society as the redeemed

form of man" ; and the primary social form in

religion is the congregation. I apprehend that

every man would do well to become an active

member of some religious congregation,-if not

possibly under any steeple, then in the house of

Aquila and Priscilla. For my own part, I think I

should feel quite at home under many Unitarian

steeples in the city of Boston. And, when I say at

home, I do not mean that I should always neces-

sarily think exactly with the man in the pulpit,-

none of us need ever expect that in a world which

is dynamic and not static, and I should take no

pleasure in it : I mean that no antique doctrine

would be imposed on me as a congregational con-

dition, but that the soles of my boots would be as

solid as those of the man in the pulpit or of any

body else in the congregation. I should expect to

find myself free in the expression of any thought

and in the exercise of any influence, and Ishould

expect to find the general procession moving in the

right direction.

It is impossible that any liberal religious man

should not take a special interest in Unitarian

matters. Among churches, it is in Unitarianism

alone that rational religious thought to-day is legit-

imate and free; and here--in multitudes of con-

gregations-it is entirely so. Never, too, was Uni-

tarianism so human,so broad, and so progressive

as to-day. I do not wonder that here and there

some ambiguous word persists, adhered to lest re-

jection of it seem more irreverence for a truth

than reverence for a truth, or adhered to some-

times through the power of sheer tradition. I do

wonder, as I read the Life of Parker, at the prog-

ress which this year makes Parker's sermons Uni-

tarian tracts, at the perfect freedom of Savage and

Chadwick and Hosmer and Gannett, at the impos-

sibility that any Unitarian should tolerate the

thought of their exclusion from the fellowship,
and at the sense of strangeness with which most

thoughtful Unitarians to-day read Channing's

I have said so much about the congregation,

because Iwish to say with some emphasis that I

understand the congregation, and not the Saratoga

Conference nor any other association, to be the

unit of Unitarian fellowship. AUnitarian Church,

in the sense in which we speak of the Episcopal

or the Presbyterian Church, with a big C, I do not

understand to exist. Unitarianism is rooted in

Congregationalism, claims expressly to stand there,

and repudiates everything else. If it ever fails to

repudiate it strongly enough, then it is the duty
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of every one who has at heart the interests of

rational religion here to put in reminders. If the

principle for which Robert Browne went to thirty

dungeons, and for which Henry Barrow died,

means anything tous; if the principle which car-

ried John Robinson to Holland,andwhichplanted

Plymouth, still means anything in New England

and America,-then liberal religious thinkers

should not easily act on interpretations which

allow ourmost liberal Congregationalism to rob it-

self of its birthright and initiate aUnitarian Pres-

byterianism. No Saratoga Conference ever had a

right to impose anydoctrine upon anyUnitarian

ministeror congregation inAmerica: the notion of

such a right is a fiction, equally a fiction whether

two years old or twenty. The status of no Con-

gregational minister depends upon his relation to

a conference ; and he is recreant to his duty, if he

views it, or permits it to be viewed, as thus depend-

ent. He has to deal only with his congregation.

If his congregation will not sustain him, then in-

deedhemaynot remain its minister, and theworld

is large. If he joins the Conference, accepting its

standards, then he has to deal with his own con-

science, not as a minister, but as a man. Itisnot

a question between the man and Congregational

Unitarianism, and there is properly no other,-but

aquestion between the man and a conference. A

Unitarian Conference-this, of course, is what I

am emphasizing is always a thing of conven-

ience; an accident, not an organic thing, not a

unit, not a court of appeal for Unitarian ministers

and congregations. If any minister or congrega-

tion is acting at any time as though it were such,

it is under a fiction, which it is a right and aduty

to end. No true Congregational minister will

drag around the shackles of a synod. Let him

not be compelled or permitted to do it.

The constitution of a conference cannot be made

the authoritative test of any Unitarian church.

It should have been as unnecessary to say this in

Article X. as it would have been vain and inef-

fectual to say the contrary.

With this point clearly settled, some words may

be said expressly about the articles of the Sara-

toga Conference. Mr. Gannett has recently com-

pared these clumsy articles to a pyramid standing

on its apex, with its broad base in the air. The

Tenth Article really makes all that goes before

amount to nothing, so far as matters of contro-

versy go. This article, as Mr. Gannett well sug-

gests, should properly be the Preamble ; its pur-

pose, that is, should have been somehow expressed

in the Preamble. This was precisely what Mr.

Abbot demanded at Syracuse,-this statement that

the doctrinal language of the Preamble simply

represented the opinions of the majority, and was

in no wise a test of fellowship binding the minor-

ity. Had there been as much wisdom at Syracuse

in 1866 as at Saratoga in 1882, a vast deal of bad

feeling and of practical mischief might have been

saved. In 1882, of course, the old Preamble could

not have been adopted at all. I do not suppose

that it could have been adopted at the time of

Article IX. , whenever that may have been. This

article-rather a stepping-stone, I take it, than a

stumbling-stone in the way to Article X.-is the

clumsiest of the clumsy pyramid. That a con-

ference with a Preamble affirming a certain obli-

gation and devotion should adopt a special article

to "reaffirm" its devotion would appear to be a

very remarkable work of supererogation. But the

allegiance of the Preamble is to "the Lord Jesus

Christ," and that of the later article to "the gos-

pel of Jesus Christ." A chance for this changed

phrase is what I take it the article was manu-

factured to afford,-though I am very insecure in

these Syracuse and Saratoga chapters of ecclesias-

tical history, and thus it seems a bridge. To be

a disciple of Jesus Christ is certainly a very dif-

ferent thing from being a disciple of "the Lord

Jesus Christ." I am myself, certainly, a disciple

of Jesus Christ in precisely the same sense in

which I am a disciple of Emerson. I am certainly

not a disciple of "the Lord Jesus Christ."

About the term "Christian," which has been so

much talked of in this time, much talked of in

connection with this present subject, it has seemed

to me that there is often a shyness of it as super-

stitious as very much superstitious use of it. Let

the term be used in the same free and rational

manner as any other similar term. To single out

Christ, whose life and thought have stamped them-

selves upon our line of civilization as no other, as

the one great manwho is to be denied his adjec-

tive, seems to me as silly and arbitrary as, in the

nature of things, it must prove vain. "I see no

objection," Emerson said, "to being called a Pla-

tonist, a Christian, or any other affirmative name,

and no good in negation." And, again : "Always

put the best interpretation on a tenet. Why not

on Christianity?" But I should not think it wise

for the liberal churches of the future formally to

call themselves Christian churches. Such general

use of personal names in the things of religion

seems incommensurate.

born. I wish that they maymean what they say,

and say what they mean. Iwish that they may

have done with lumber and old clothes. I wish

that they may have "spring cleanings." Dean

Stanley rejoiced that the judgment of the Privy

Council in the famous "Essays and Reviews" case

made it impossible to put men out of the English

Church for denying the doctrines of plenary in-

spiration, imputed righteousness, and eternal pun-

ishment; and, fortified by this judgment, the

Broad Churchmen went on preaching against the

doctrines from their pulpits, while praying from

their prayer-books to be delivered from everlasting

damnation, through the merits of one who had

made full satisfaction for the sins of the whole

world,-content, when the inconsistency was

urged, to point to the Privy Council judgment.

There has been too much of this in New England

as well as in Old, too much among the followers

of John Robinson. It is to be hoped that we

shall not see a Privy Council Broad Churchism

in our American Unitarianism. Then let Unita-

rianism beware of articles of shreds and patches,

dovetailed documents, nullifying, modifying, and

mollifying. Let Unitarianism, if it expects to

hold the reverent rational thought of the time,

and occupy the ground, have the moral courage

always to unsay unwise words, and to talk as

little as possible of majorities. I should hope

that the National Conference would quickly cease

to talk at all, in official documents, of "the Lord

Jesus Christ," not cease to tolerate and heartily

welcome those whodo talk so,but cease to welcome

simply by supplementary articles those who do

not. "By the irresistible maturing of the general

mind," said Emerson, "the dogma of the mystic

offices of Christ is being dropped, and he stands

on his genius as a moral teacher." "The history

of Jesus is the history of every man, written

large." "The Christian Church has dwelt with

noxious exaggeration about the person of Jesus .

The soul knows no persons. It invites every man

to expand to the full circle of the universe." Let

Unitarianism, so quick to paint the tomb of Emer-

son, respect his thought and receive it. If it can-

not do this, then, whatever else it has, it does not

have the future. If it can stickle about names

instead of things, it has not the future. "The

name, the name is all their pride," says Lessing,

in the Nathan,-"Christianity, not manhood." If

it refuses fellowship to any man who loves and

labors for the things which it calls Christian, but

which he calls by other name, it has not the

future. If it has not place for Francis Abbot, it

has not the future. The future will pronounce

Mr. Abbot's last article, in our Journal of Philoso-

phy, worth more for the cause of good religious

thought in America than everything likely to be

said this year by all the Unitarians who would

vote to-morrow, for the first time, for this Confer-

ence Preamble.

Since the Tenth Article of the National Unita-

rian Conference distinctly disclaims the test char-

acter of the Preamble, and makes the basis of fel-

lowship simply a general sympathy with the pur-

poses and practical aims of the Conference, I do

not see why, so far as conscience goes, any may

not join the Conference who feel that sympathy.

None others, certainly, will ever wish to; and

none, certainly, who do not wish to, none who for

some serious and sincere reason do not desire this

fellowship, would seem to have any business to

meddle with the Unitarian housekeeping, since, as

I say, the world is large and the ways of service

in it very various and numerous.

Ido not see how the left wing of this Confer-

ence is properly subject to any present animadver-

sion. Mill spoke somewhere of the duty of men

in churches not to leave them the moment they

felt a doubt as to the soundness of a doctrine.

And proper patience, common sense, in dealing

with organizations, is necessary, if enlightenment

and liberality in organizations are ever to be hoped

for. A pistareen liberalism is not Puritanism.

Slavery is still mentioned in the Constitution ;

there has not been a rewriting with each amend-

ment. These men have now a clear and honorable

technical foothold; and it seems to me that their

reading of the tendencies of the Conference is cor-

rect, and that they have good ground to hope for

a consistent body of articles satisfactory to them-

selves. Should it prove otherwise, they must deal

with that contingency; and I cannot imagine the

going to any conference or the staying away from

it to be a very vital matter with any very vital man.

The history of these twenty years has shown

the folly of attempting to make the doctrinal

basis or language of a conference narrower than

that of many of the churches represented in it.

Such an attempt is untrue to the genius of that

Congregationalism to which liberal religion in our

time is necessarily committed. The minimum of

common doctrine is all that is ever legitimate or

long possible for such a common conference. In

the case of such an organization as the National

Unitarian Conference, I think that no doctrinal

statement at all is wiser. No doctrine is preju-

diced by such silence, as certainly none has been

helped bythe course we have seen.

I wish that our Congregational churches may

not forget the Puritanism of which they were

Ideem it well to say here that there are points

upon which I do not agree with Mr. Abbot in the

late correspondence in the Christian Register .

I do not view the object of the soul's supreme

allegiance as an impersonal Law; Ido not be-

lieve that the congregation based on that will be

the best congregation of the future; and I do not

view the Roman Church as the true development

or expression of Christianity. If I should apply

the canon which yields this to other men or move-

ments, my work in history would, I fear, show

strange results. These matters cannot here, of

course, be discussed; but so much it seems prudent

tome to say.

I attended recently the centennial of King's

Chapel Unitarianism. It was the celebration of

a liturgy, one of those liturgies that came into
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good word, is different and more.corners

shape by the mollifying process,-an emasculated

Te Deum, rhetorical doxologies, all

rubbeddown, pronouns well shifted into harmless-

ness, and "the world, the flesh, and the devil"

mollified into "the deceitful allurements of this

transitory world," something not so likely to

disturb nervous people in the mention. But it

all started with a saintly man, and a heroic one,-

it stood for advanced thought in its day, galvanic

as it seems in ours, and so all honor to it ! I

refer to this celebration of a species of Unitarian-

ism which I do not think has much life left in it

only because it was the latest occasion where I

heard said what I have heard said very often in

this time, that, with all manner of old sanctions

tumbling about us, many were coming to see that

theway to keep hold of religion, the way not to

let religion go, was to go back to Christ, beyond

and below and behind Church and doctors and

apostles and evangelist, directly to Christ. Well,

I do not think that anybody can go back to

Christ too often, I do not think that anything can

be better for any of us than to keep in the closest

contact with the mind of Christ. But let no man

think that any such renaissance as that meditated

by these "Christo-centric" men is the cure for the

sick theology of our time, or the key to the relig-

ious situation. The future does not lie in re-

trospect. "The cure for false theology," said

Emerson, "is mother wit." "Forget your books

and traditions, and obey your moral perceptions at

this hour." The future lies with those who, with

reverence for the great past, with love for the

great masters, with the spirit of Christ and the

saints in their midst, are standing on their own

feet and going forward. "Thank God," said

Emerson, "for these good men, but say, 'I also am

a man. " "The foregoing generations," he said,

"beheldGod and nature face to face ; we through

their eyes. Why should not we also enjoy an

original relation to the universe ? ... The sun

shines to-day also. There is more wool and flax

in the fields ."

congregation, the function of a church, it is a

The Church

is not alone for excitation, but for inspiration

and for nurture and for bringing things to pass.

It will fulfil its function as its members are in-

formed by a common idea, and that congrega-

tion will fulfil its functionbest which is informed

by the best idea. I do not think that the best

religious congregation of the future will chiefly

meet to read the Journal of Paleontology, and I do

not think that its hour will be spent in indetermi-

nate "yearning" to the soft music of the organ or

the harp. I do not think its basis will be jelly,

and I do not think it will be sand. It will act

more energetically, it will think more energetically,

and it will believe more energetically than the

Church of to-day; and, whatever else it believes, I

think it will believe that "the Author of Nature

has not left himself without a witness in any sane

mind; that the moral sentiment speaks to every

man the law after which the universe was made;

and that there is a force always at work to make

the best better and the worst good."

Men talk of letting religion go. Religion will

not let us go. Religion is of the constitution, the

preamble to healthy, efficient, and true life. If

ignored to-day, it will force itself to be remem-

bered to-morrow. It will assuredly take care of

itself; and the fewer "turbid media" and "phan-

tasms," the clearer the shining of the Inner Light .

"Hast thou reflected, O serious reader, Advanced

Liberal or other, that the one end, essence, use of

all religion, past, present, and to come, was this

only : To keep that same Moral Conscience or Inner

Light of ours alive and shining! All religion was

here to remind us, better or worse, of what we

already know better or worse, of the quite infinite

difference there is between aGood man and a Bad ;

to bid us love infinitely the one, abhor and avoid

infinitely the other,-strive infinitely to be the one,

and not to be the other. He that has a soul unas-

phyxied will never want a religion; he that has

a soul asphyxied, reduced to a succedaneum for

salt, will never find any religion, though you rose

from the dead to preach him one."

In saying what I do of the Constitution of this

Conference, I am in no wise commending religious

indeterminateness : I am simply asking Congrega-

tionalism to be true and self-respectful. I believe

that men will never rally to any purpose around

anything but ideas. I believe that the liberal con-

gregations of the future will be more "credal"-if

you will dignify the word aright-rather than less

"credal" than to-day. They will have a clearer

self-consciousness, a truer solidarity, and a more

definite aim. I believe in conferences : this is a

conference. It is well for men to meet to compare

views. But I take it that the function of the

CORRESPONDENCE.

A CREATIVE RELIGION.

Editors of The Index :-

We are not to-day ignorant regarding the various

forms and doctrines of the religious beliefs, both

Pagan and Christian, which find expression in civil-

ized and uncivilized countries the world over.

beauty, it proclaims in noble words and deeds its

creative power, and bids men drink freely of its

waters, the waters of a religion pure and undefiled.

The world calls such religious believers atheists, in-

fidels . Blessings on their atheism, their infidelity!

They shall light the world.

Christians will say that the fundamental principle

of their religion is to make men pure and holy, just

and merciful, true and good. We do not deny this;

but the principle is so wrapped up in forms anddoc-

trines, so urged uponmenby hopes of future rewards

orpromises of future retribution,-fabrications of the

mind, which knows nothing of the future, that it is

almost lost sight of, and the creative power is de

stroyed: else,in the eighteenhundred years that the

Christian religion has been taught and preached, and

with its millions of professed followers, should we

not find more characters like unto that of its great

Founder? Should we still see the vast amount of

human suffering and misery, arising out of selfish-

ness, which darkens so many Christian homes ?

should we hear of bank defaulters, of trusts be-

trayed by men professing the Christian religion,-if,

as a religion, it can create an upright and noble char-

acter ? No: it is because that religion, as it is, is not

creative, that a few have broken from its bonds, and

are trying to show men the reality of a religion so

simple, so untrammelled, that no one need mistake

its teachings; no sects arise within its domains to

war among themselves in heated controversy regard-

ing creeds and dogmas, regarding this or that form of

worship, and the essentiality of this or that church

rite.

The Ethical Movement, like a clarion note, in ac-

cents loud and clear, invites all men to its fold, and,

holding out the possibility ofan ideal life, makes that

possibility real through the teaching of its religion,-

agrand creative power to make man divine while yet

he is human. Е. Н. В.

THE Congregationalist, in its opposition towoman

suffrage, seriously appeals to"the rib story" in Gene-

sis, and declares that Eve was created fromthe rib of

Adain to be his helpmeet; that the word ezer ("to

bring aid or succor") "involves a certain natural im-

plication of secondariness and subordination." It

says, Adam, having seen "by actual survey the ranks

of created beings below him," "was prepared to feel

the need of what the Lord was about to do, when,

causing deep sleep to fall upon him, he builded a

woman from one of his ribs. As to this transaction,

Dr. Murphy says," etc. The Christian Register is

moved to comment in the following humorous man-

ner: "The Congregationalist does not tell us whoDr.

Murphy is ; but, from the general antiquity of his

argument, we may safely presume that he was the

surgeon in attendance when Eve was created. His

The sacred books,-the Bible, the Koran, the Vedas,

the Hindu Shastras,-the authority upon which relig-

ions are based, are open to all who desire to learn

from their printed pages. Religious books, maga-

zines, papers, tracts, are accessible to whomsoever

will read them. Preachers and scholars proclaim

from pulpit and platform, through the press and

through manuscript, the word of religion that has

been revealed to them. Students and travellers have

opened to us a knowledge of religions other than

Christian, which allows us to draw comparisons and

enlarges our field of conception. With all this, yet

are we looking for a creative religion,-a religion

which shall create a character,-else is religion vain.

Unless the religion aman professes becomes a vital

principle of his life ; unless it cancreate that within him

which shall force him to express his religion, not in

words, but in deeds; unless it can lift him above the

sordid hopes, selfish purposes, injustice, insincerity

which everywhere abound; unless it can make him

absolutely true, he were better without a religion.❘ opinion on this 'trans-action,' as the Congregational-

Aman's character is an expression of his religion,-

his life is his religion. Tell me not that righteous

men are found among all religious sects; that Chris-

tianity has been an inspiration, and has guided many

anoble soul onward through its earthly career; that

men and women have lived and died nobly in its

cause: it was not the religion, but the man and the

womanwhose lives became ennobled in spite of their

religion, that created the character within them.

We are seeking a creative religion. Is our search

in vain ? Nay: those who are giving voice to their

religion in ethics, who hold that a man's religion

should make him moral in every sense, should make

him deal justly and kindly in every pursuit of life ,

shouldmakehimtake uponhimselfthe responsibility
of his own actions, should lift him above the selfish-

ness which is the cause of so muchhuman misery,-in

short, should make him see his whole duty to his

brother man, and do it, because their religion is

nothing, if it does not express itself in action, they

it is who have found that principle of life, call it

religion, if you will, which makes it possible for the

ideal man to exist. As yet, but few have found it : if

there are more, they do not give it utterance. But

those few who, leading and belonging to the Socie-

ties for Ethical Culture, have become 'workers in

the Ethical Movement of to-day, are the nucleus of a

great religious body that is to be, are pioneers in the

field of a creative religion which shall at last conquer

theworld.

Devoid of outward form, of show, of poetic garb;

devoid of all that tends to hide the real purpose of its

working by its appeal to the emotions or sense of

ist with great felicity calls it, commands the respect

which is due to age. Dr. Murphy does not say that

this Adamified, sleep-born, rib-built woman mustnot

vote; but it would not be strange if he believed so.

The argument of the Congregationalist, then, simply

amounts to this: Adam was an 'original [our neigh-

bor means aboriginal] unit.' As an original unborn

unit, he had a right to vote in the Garden of Eden,

provided that he voted before the polls were closed

and did not vote too often, as the old Adam in men

sometimes leads them to do. Eve, on the other hand,

being born ofAdam,was not an 'original unit,' but

an original cipher. As such,her political privileges

may be reckoned as naught. Let it be conceded,

then, that awomanwho is born fromaman is his
inferior. It follows that every man who is born of a

woman is her inferior. As the woman who is born

of aman has no right to vote, so no manwho is born

of awoman has a right to vote either. The Congre-

gationalist has thus succeeded in disfranchising, theo-
retically, the whole human race with the exception

of the 'original unit,' who long since passed off the

neld of action. The logic of our neighbor reminds

one of the logic which built 'the one-horse shay' : it

goes to pieces with the same dilapidated unanimity .

The Congregationalist claims for this rib argument the

lucidity of 'common sense.' 'Common' the argu-

ment certainly is, but the 'sense' of deciding amod-

ern political question by an appeal to an old Assyrian

legend is not so readily apparent."

THERE is nothing so strong or safe in any emer-

gencyof life as the simple truth.-Dickens .
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BOOK NOTICES.

THE FUTURE OF EDUCATED WOMEN. By Helen Ekin

Starrett. Men, Women, and Money. By Frances

Ekin Allison. Chicago: Jansen, McClurg &Co.

Price 50 cents .

1

We have here two bright essays by Mrs. Starrett

late editor of the Chicago Weekly Magazine, and her

talented sister, Mrs. Allison. Both treat on subjects

of great importance to the women of to-day. The

purport of Mrs. Starrett's paper is outlined in the

statement that "the environment of woman has

changed entirely with the progress of civilization.

Thelaw of organic life is that the individual and the

species constantly adapt themselves to their environ-

ment. May it not be that this law of adaptation is

so mightily at work in a plastic, social condition that

thechanges effected by it are constantly apparentto

the most casual observer ? If there is a natural law

of adaptation at work attempting to harmonize

woman's nature with progressing and changing intel-

lectual and social conditions, let us learn, if possible,

what it is." She believes that, the sooner women's

at present underpaid and unpaid labor is recognized

at its proper pecuniary value, the better it will be for

the race, giving men more genuine companions and

better housekeepers in the wives who will be incited

to understand financial economy more clearly than

the majority of women now do, and to aim at better

work, when such work has a distinct money value.

Mrs. Allison's essay is somewhat in the same direc-

tion as that of Mrs. Starrett, but treats solely of the

differing position held by men and women in their

relations toward money, and its equivalents of prop-

erty and wages; the injustice and inequality of those

relations, the causes thereof, and some possible rem-

edies. Both essays are written in vigorous, earnest

style, marked by good sense, and in a spirit of fair-

ness and with moderation of statement. υ.

WORKS OF JOHN RUSKIN: The Seven Lamps ofAr-

chitecture; Lectures on Architecture and Painting;

The Queen of the Air; The Ethics of the Dust.

New York: John B. Alden, publisher.

Mr. Alden is publishing a handsome edition of

Ruskin's complete works, to be sold at the low price

of $18 per set of fifteen volumes, and offers this one

specimen volume, containing over six hundred pages,

until June 1, 1885, at eighty-five cents. Purchasers

of this volume will of course be allowed to complete

their sets, but not at this price. This offer is made

only for the purpose of making widely known the

superb quality of the work. He will also publish for

those who cannot afford to possess Ruskin's complete

works, even at these low rates, an edition of his se-

lect works, for the net price of $9.60 for the set. Al-

though we don't understand in what way Mr. Alden

can be making any profit from his remarkable series

of cheap publications, yet we can understand that

he is doing a good work in popularizing the best lit-

erature of the age, by making it possible for people

with limited incomes to become purchasers. With

all the advantages of our modern free public library

system, a person who owns his books is much more

likely carefully to read those books which belong to

him than to consult them, if only accessible in libra-

ries . Ruskin, for instance, is so voluminous a writer,

and so discursive in style, that comparatively few of

the readers who depend on the public libraries for

what literature they need would care to call for his

works from that source; yet he is so suggestive, so

thought-inspiring and instructive a writer that the

possession of his works, to read at leisure or to refer

to, would be an unfailing source of pleasure, profit,

and intellectual uplifting to their owner. Most of

Mr. Alden's publications are of the best standard lit-

erature of the age.
U.

In the Popular Science Monthly for June, Henry

Gannett opens with a brief article, in which he re-

turns a negative answer to the question, "Are we

to become Africanized ?" Prof. Benedict, after his

preliminary discussions on "The Nervous System

and Consciousness," develops his interesting con-

clusions on the correlations of thought and organ-

ization; M. de Laveleye, the Belgian socialist, writes

at much length on "The State vs. the Man," in an-

swer to Spencer's "Man vs. the State." Spencer

replies briefly, but very effectively. The eminent

London biologist, Prof. Flower, expounds "Whales ,

Past and Present," with illustrations, giving much

freshness to an old topic. "The Fuel of the Future,"

"Sulphurous Disinfectants," "Concerning Kerosene,"

and "The Mediterranean of Canada" are very read-

able papers . "The Ways of Monkeys" is an enter-

taining study in a fascinating branch of natural his-

tory, and Prof. Grote's "Moths and Moth-catchers"

is a timely paper by one of our first entomological

authorities. Mattieu Williams closes his valuable

series of papers on "The Chemistry of Cookery," by

giving us the chemical story of maltose and the sci-

ence ofpuddings and porridges. There are a sketch

and portrait of Dr. Alfred Brehm, the distinguished

German naturalist and traveller, recently deceased;

and the closing departments are full of criticaldis-

cussion and varied miscellaneous scientific informa-

tion. New York: D. Appleton& Co.

ONE of the most entertaining articles in the Atlantic

Monthly for June is called "Dime Museums: Froma

Naturalist's Point ofView," by the Rev. J. G. Wood,

the English naturalist. Kate Gannett Wells gives a

graphic description of Passamaquoddy Island and its

hermit. There is an account of six months spent at

Astrakhan, by Mr. Edmund Noble, and a paper on

"Modern Vandalism," by Elizabeth Robins Pennell,-

about Staple's Inn, London, and the church of Ara

Caeli, Rome, both to be destroyed. A statement asto

government by committee, at Washington, by J. Lau-

rence Laughlin, and"The Forests and the Census," by

Francis Parkman, will interest students of politics .

The three serials-Mrs. Oliphant's "Country Gentle-

man," Miss Jewett's "Marsh Island," and CharlesEg-

bert Craddock's "Prophet of the Great Smoky Moun-

tains"-have all their usual interest. Dr. Holmes'

"New Portfolio" is also as bright as ever. The lit-

erary papers of the number are led by a sterling

piece of criticism upon Mrs. Oliphant, by Miss Har-

riet W. Preston; and there are reviews of Baird's

Huguenot Emigration, Allen's Religious Aspects of

Philosophy, and recent novels. Celia Thaxter con-

tributes a poem; and there is also some other good

verse, together with the usual departments. Hough-

ton, Mifflin & Co., Boston.

In the Andover Review for June is continued and

completed the series of "Sermons on Social Prob-

lems," by Dr. Newman Smyth. Rev. S. W. Dike

writes on "The Religious Problem of the Country

Town." Prof. Everett gives a penetrating analysis

of George Eliot's personal and literary characteris-

tics. The opening article is a review of the work of

the Old Testament Revisers, prepared by Dr. С. М.

Mead, a member of the American Company of Re-

visers. In the Biblical Department there is also a

résumé of critical discussions of "The Song of Solo-

mon," and an able contribution to its interpretation.

The editorials continue the series on "Progressive

Orthodoxy," and under the title "The Needless Dis-

paragement of a Noble Profession" treat of certain

customs and habits which diminish the attractiveness

of the Christian ministry; and, under that of "Eng-

land andRussia in the East," of the present position

and relations of these two powers, and of their dis-

tinct offices in the work of civilization. Houghton ,

Mifflin&Co. , Boston.

Just Published:

TWENTY- FIVE SERMONS

OF

TWENTY- FIVE YEARS.

By WM. J. POTTER.

This volume, publishedby request of Mr. Potter's Society

at NewBedford, serves as a memorial recordofhis twenty-

five years' ministry. It contains the first discourse and the

last of the quarter-century, and one from each of the years

between. In respect to subjects, the selection is miscella-

neous; but, in general, the discourses are such as concern

the permanent problems of moral and religious life and

the special problems of modern religious thought. An

Appendix contains an account of the Parish celebration

of the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of Mr. Potter's settle-

ment, with the addresses on that occasion by Thomas M.

Stetson, Esq., andHon. William W. Crapo.

PRICE $2.00.

For sale at the bookstores. Also sent, postpaid, on

receipt of price, by

THE INDEX,

44 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON.

THE FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION

was organized in 1867. Though having its head,

quarters in Boston, it is a national organization, and

has members and officers in various States of the

Union. It has the following

CONSTITUTION.

I. This Organization shall be called the Free Religious

Association, its objects being to promote the practical in-

terests ofpure religion, to increase fellowship in the spirit,

and to encourage the scientific study of man's religious

nature and history; and to this end all persons interested

inthese objects are cordially invited to its membership.

II. Membership inthisAssociation shall leave each indi

vidual responsible for his own opinions alone, and affect in

nodegree his relations to other associations ; and nothing

in the name or Constitution of the Association shall ever

be construed as limiting membership by any test of specu-

lative opinion or belief, or as defining the position of the

Association, collectively considered, with reference to any

such opinion or belief, or as interfering, in any other way,

with that absolute freedom of thought and expression

which is the natural right of every rational being. Any

person desiring to coöperate with the Association shall be

considered a member, with full right to speak in its meet-

ings; but an annual contribution of one dollar shall be

necessary to give a title to vote, provided, also, that

those thus entitled may at any time confer the privilege of

voting upon the whole assembly, on questions not pertain-

ing to the management of business.

III. The officers of theAssociation shall be a President ,
twelve Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, an Assistant Secre-

tary, a Treasurer, and twelve Directors. They shall be

chosenby ballot at the annual meeting of the Association;
and the President, Vice-Presidents, Secretaries, and Treas-

urer shall hold their offices for one year, or until their suc-

cessors be chosen. The Directors shall be chosen for four

years, and, at the expiration of that term, shall not be

eligible for reëlection until after two years. One fourth

of their number shall be chosen annually; but, at the

annual meeting of 1882, the full number of twelve shall be

chosenin sections of three respectively for one, two, three,

and four years. The President, Secretaries, Treasurer,
and Directors shall together constitute an Executive Com-

mittee, intrusted with all the business and interests of the

Association in the interim of its meetings. They shall

have power to fill any vacancies that may occur in their

number, or in the list of Vice-Presidents, between any two
annual meetings. Six members of the Executive Com-

mittee shall constitute a quorum.

IV. The Annual Meeting of the Association shall be held

in the city of Boston, on Thursday of what is known as

"Anniversary Week," at such place and with such ses-

sions as the Executive Committee may appoint, of which

at least one month's previous notice shall be publicly

given. Othermeetings and conventions may be calledby

the Committee, according to their judgment, at such times

andplaces as may seem to them desirable.

V. TheseArticles maybe amended at anyAnnual Meet-

ing of the Association, by a majority vote of the members

present, provided public notice of the amendment has

been given with the call for the meeting.

Officers elected for the year 1882-83:-

PRESIDENT.

WILLIAM J. POTTER, New Bedford, Mass.

VICE-PRESIDENTS,

OCTAVIUS B. FROTHINGHAM, Boston, Mass.

FELIX ADLER, New York City.

GEORGE W. CURTIS, Staten Island, N.Y.

EDWARD L. YOUMANS, New York City.

FREDERICK SCHUENEMANN-POTT, San Francisco, Cal.

THOMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON, Cambridge,Mass.

ELIZABETH B. CHASE, Providence, R.I.

GEORGE HOADLY, Cincinnati, O.

NATHANIEL HOLMES, Cambridge, Mass.

ROWLAND G. HAZARD, Peacedale, R.I.

BERNHARD FELSENTHAL, Chicago, III.
ANNIE L. DIGGS, Lawrence, Kansas.

SECRETARY.

FREDERICK A. HINCKLEY, Providence, R.I.

ASSISTANT-SECRETARY.

F. M. HOLLAND, Concord, Mass.

TREASURER.

JOHN C. HAYNES, 451 Washington St., Boston, Mass.

DIRECTORS.

Four Years .

CORNELIUS WELLINGTON, Boston, Mass.

MISS MARY F. EASTMAN, Tewksbury, Mass.

FRED. W. GRIFFIN, Concord, Mass.

Three Years .

MRS. CLARA M. BISBEE, Dorchester, Mass.

J. A. J. WILCOX, Chelsea, Mass .

Two Years.

B. A. BALLOU, Providence, R.I.

SETH HUNT, Springfield, Mass.

MRS. ANNA GARLIN SPENCER, Florence, Mass.

One Year.

MRS. EDNAH D. CHENEY, Jamaica Plain, Mass.
ARTHURG. HILL, Florence, Mass.

RICHARD P. HALLOWELL, Boston, Mass.

The office of the Association is at44 BOYLSTON ST. ,

BOSTON (next door east of the Public Library),

where is also the publication office of The Index.

All letters pertaining to the business of theAssocia

tion(payment of membership fees, orders for its pub-

lications, etc.) should be addressed to "FreeReligious

Association," at the office.

Communications intended specially for the Secre-

tary, as well as his personal correspondence, should

addressed to him at PROVIDENCE, R.I.

F. A. HINCKLEY, Secretary F.R.A.

1
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Book for every

AliceB.

Stockham, M. D.

TOKOLOGY J. HART & CO.,A COMPLETE LADIES' CUIDE .

20,000 Sold in Little Over a Year.

it AGENTS
onthe market. "The very best book to put into

the hands of a girl or woman."-E. M. HALE, M. D.

Cloth, postpaid $2.00 ; Morocco , $2.50. Circulars Free.

Sanitary Pub. Co., 159 La Salle St. , Chicago, III ,

AGENTS WANTED for

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa..

TwentyYears ofCongress, Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-
1861-1881,

by James G. Blaine.

Hon. J. S. Wise of Va, says:

Mr. Blaine's friendwhoever takes it up, nomatter
orenemy, willneverput it down

untilhehas read the whole."

Agentsmake from $200 to
$1000 permonth. Address,

The HenryBillPub. Co.,

Norwich, Conn.

H. T. MARSHALL'S

PATENT

ADJUSTABLE

LACE

CONGRESS

MARSH
ALL'S

PAT.
MAY13,18

84
.

Is easilyadjusted to fit any instep or ankle at
any time, and will not uncomfortably draw

the ankle, like ordinary congress. It has the

stylish appearance of a lace boot and allthe

convenience of any congress in putting on or

off the foot. Marshall's Pat. Pat'd May 13,

1884, woven in the front strap or stamped on

the shank of each shoe. If your dealer does

notkeep them, send postal for directions how

to get them to the Patentee and Manufacturer

ofMen's, Boys', and Youth's Fine Boots and
Shoes. Tennis Shoe for Ladies and Gents a

specialty. H. T. MARSHALL,

BROCKTON, MASS.

WEBSTER.
In Sheep , Russia and Turkey Bindings .

NEW

WEBSTER'S EDITION
UNABRIDGED

WITH

DICTIONARY SUPPLEMENT

land, and other points in Europe. Agency

for the American Line of Steamers .

Get the Standard.

GETWebster ithas 118,000Words,

THE

BEST

SITUATION AS TEACHER WANTED.

A graduate of Harvard would like a sit-

uation as teacher, in which independent
thought and honest speech would not be

dangerous. For particulars and references,

address M. , INDEX office.

3000 Engravings, and a New

Biographical Dictionary.

Standard in Gov't Printing Office.

32,000 copies in Public Schools.

Sale 20 to 1 of any other series.

aid to make a Family intelligent.

Best help for SCHOLARS,

TEACHERS and SCHOOLS.

The Secret of the East ;
OR,

The Origin of the Christian Religion

and the Significance of its

Rise and Decline.

The vocabulary contains 3000 more words

thanarefound inany other American Dictionary.

The Unabridged is now supplied, at a small ad-

ditional cost, with DENISON'S

PATENT REFERENCE INDEX.

"The greatest improvement inbook-makingthat
has been made in a hundred years."

G. & C. MERRIAM & CO. , Pub'rs,Springfield,Mass.

PIC-NIC
SUGGESTIONS .
Book now in press. Suggestions

for Sunday-school picnics, excur-

sions, etc., from experienced Sun-

By FELIX L. OSWALD, M.D.

Handsomely bound in cloth. Price $1.00.

TO CAPITALISTS.

For Investments or Loans, write to

J. M. LINDLEY,

REAL ESTATE AGENT,

BOZEMAN, MOΝΤΑΝΑ.

TRACTS.

No. 1.--Truths for the Times, byF. E.
Abbot, contains the "Fifty Affirmations"

and"Modern Principles." This especially

has received great commendation from

most distinguished men for the logical

clearness of its statements. New Edition .

Price10 cents; 12 copies,$1.00

"The work covers a great amount of crit-

ical and historical ground independently of

the Buddhistic analogies; it is in fact a vig-

orous, uncompromising outline of Christian

history, with all the weakness and wicked-

ness mercilessly dragged into daylight....

The case against the Christian Church is a

marvellously strong one. The superstitions
and miseries of mediævalism, the woes,

tortures , burnings, rackings, and brutalities

accomplished in the name of Christianity,

are set in blackest array. The Nature-wor-

ship of the pagan Greeks and Romans is set

in contrast. Nor is Dr. Oswald very gener-

ous in admission of improvement in con-

temporary Christianity. To him, it is a

hurtful supernaturalism, impeding science,

diffusing pessimism, promoting hypocrisy,
and repressing the physical nature. His

book is remarkably well written, brilliantly

concise in style, and, aside from its special

theories, of considerable scientific and his-

toric value."--Boston Evening Transcript.

day-school workers fromvarious sections, bothcity and country.

Replete with valuable hints. Worth many times its costto

any Superintendent. Price, postpaid, 25c., or will send

free to any one sending us names of Superintendents of all

Sunday-schools in his place. Address, DAVID C. COOK

PUB, 00, 18 & 15Washington St., Chicago.

2,000

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF

THE OLD MASTERS.

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

No. 2.-Fear of the LivingGod,byO.B.
Frothingham, exposes thedebasing char-

acter of the popular notions of God, and

presents conceptions of him that are wor-

thy of the nineteenth century. New edi-

tion. Price 5 cents; 12 copies,50 cents .

Sentby mail, postpaid, on receipt of price

by the INDEX ASSOCIATION, 44 Boylston

Street, Boston, Mass.

PUBLICATIONS

OF THE

" OLD THEOLOGY”

FOR THE

Healing of the Sick.
BY

E. J. ARENS.

Explains theHealing andTeaching ofJesus,

theCreation ofthe Soul, theOriginofMatter,
andtheRelation which the Soulholds to

For Sale by THE AUTHOR,

33 Union Park, Boston, Mass.;

Dr. GEO . E. WHIPPLE,

26 Chest. Av., Jersey City H'ts, N.J.;

Dr. GEO . B. CHARLES ,

Central Music Hall, Chicago, Ill.

No. 3.-Lecture on the Bible, by the Rev.

Charles Voysey, of England, is an over

whelmingdemonstration of the imperfec- 66-

tions and errors of the Bible, both in the

Old and the New Testaments. New Edi-

tion. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

No. 4.-Christian Propagandism, by F.
E.Abbot, is an exposure of the weakness,

costliness, and inefficiency of the System

of Foreign Missions. Full of Figures,
Facts, and Interesting Extracts . Price 10

cents; 12 copies, $1.00 .

No. 5.-"God in the Constitution," by

Rev. Arthur B. Bradford, opposes the

proposed Theological Amendment to the

United States Constitution. Price 10 cents ;

12 copies, $1.00.

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION.

Freedomand Fellowship inReligion.
Avolume of ten essays upon speculative

and practical problems of religion, by

D.A. Wasson,Samuel Longfellow, Samuel

Johnson, John Weiss,W. J. Potter, F. E.
Abbot, O. B. Frothingham, J. W. Chad-

wick, T. W. Higginson, and Mrs. E. D.

Cheney, and extracts from Addresses by

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

Robert Dale Owen, Dr. Bartol, Wendeli

Phillips, Rabbi Wise, Horace Seaver, A. B.

Alcott, Lucy Stone, Charles H. Malcom,

JuliaWardHowe, and others,-all given

on the platform of the Free Religious As-

sociation. Price (reduced) $1.50.

No. 6.-"The Sabbath," by Parker Pills-
bury,denounces Sabbatarian superstition.

New Edition. Price 10 cents; 12 copies,
$1.00.

No. 7.--" Compulsory Education," by
F. E. Abbot, maintains the right of every

child to be educated, and the duty of the
State to ensure it an education. Price 5

cents; 12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 8.-The Present Heaven, by O. B.
Frothingham, treats of a subject that in-

terests everybody. New Edition. Price 5

cents; 12 copies, 50cents.

Reports of Annual Conventions of
Free Religious Association, from
1872 to 1879 inclusive. These contain es-

says and addresses by the various dis-

tinguished men and women who have

spoken on the Free Religious platform,

together with yearly reports of the Exec-
utive Committee. 10 cts. each.

TRACTS.

I. Taxation of Church Property, by

James Parton, 5 cts.; ten, 30 cts.;

onehundred, $1.50.

II. The Bible and Science, by John Weiss.

III. The Sympathy of Religions , by T. W.

Higginson. Enlarged edition.

No. 9.--The Christian Amendment, by
F. E.Abbot, shows the dangerous charac-

terofthe attempt to interpolate theExan-

gelical Christian Creed in the U. S. Consti-

tution. Price 5 cents , 12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 10. The Impeachment of Chris-

tianity, by F. E. Abbot. Sixth Ten Thou-

sand. Sentforfree distribution to any one

whowill distribute it, in packages of from

five to one hundred copies .

IV. Transcendentalism, by Theodore
Parker. Never before published.

V. The Public School Question , as under-

No. 11.-The God of Science, by F. E. Ab-

bot, attempts to show the real influence

ofmodernscience upon the ideaofGod.
Price 10cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

No. 12.-Is Romanism Real Christian-

ity? Two essaysbyFrancis W. Newman
and F.E.Abbot. Price 10 cents; 12 copies,
$1.00.

318 Pages. Price $1.15.

THE

"FREIDENKER. "

Freedom, Culture, and Prosperityfor all !

(Organ of the Freethinkers of NorthAmer-
ica, of the Union of Radicals, and the

North American Turrerbund.)

No. 13.-On the Vision of Heavenm, by
Prof. F. W. Newman, of England, analyzes
the Christianconception ofHeaven. Price

5 cents ; 12 copies,50 cents.

Editor, C. Hermann Boppe.

TERMS , PER ANNUM, IN ADVANCE :

UNITED STATES AND CANADA:

Freidenker.. $2.50

Turnerische Ausgabe des Freidenker

(Amerikanische Turnzeitung) ........ 3.00

EUROPE :

Freidenker.

Turnerische Ausgabe des Freidenker

(Amerikanische Turnzeitung)

$3.00

3.50

charge.

Sample copies sent, on application, free of

In this weekly, which is now in the thir-

teenth year of its existence, political, social,

and religious matters are discussedwith a
view to general enlightenment andprogress.
The Amerikanische Turnzeitung is especially

devoted to the discussion of topics pertain-

ing to physical culture and matters of in-

terest to lovers of the gymnastical art.

Since Jan. 1, 1885, the Freidenker has been

enlarged, thus furnishing CONSIDERABLY

MORE READING MATTER, while the PRICE

REMAINS THE SAME AS BEFORE.

For the convenience of those of our read-

ers who are chiefly interested in matters

relatingto gymnastics, the Freidenkerand
its former supplement, the Turnzeitung,

have been consolidated into one paper,

called Amerikanische Turnzeitung, with the

sub-heading "Turnerische Ausgabe des
Freidenker."

'This paper contains more reading matter

than furnished byboth the Freidenkerand
Turnzeitung heretofore. In making these

changes, the publishers have incurredgreat

expense; and we therefore solicit the hearty

co-operation of all friends of the cause in

kanische Turnzeitung awidercirculation.
securing for the Freidenker and the Ameri

No. 14.-A Study of Religion : The

Name and the Thing, by F. E.Abbot,attempts to show that the popularderiva-

tion of the wordReligion is incorrect; that

the popular conceptions of Religion itself

are inadequate; and that a newconception

of it,basedon the Law of Evolution,con- 66
sistent with absolute Freedom ofThought,

and independent even of belief inGod, is

the necessary condition of the perpetuity

of Religion among men. Price 10 cents;

12 copies, $1.00.

We also publish

"Erziehungsblaetter,'

fuer Schule und Haus.

Association.)

"

No. 15.- The Battle of Syracuse. Two ALiberal German Educational Monthly.

Essays by Rev. James Freeman Clarke, (Organ of the German-AmericanTeachers'
D.D., and F. E. Abbot discussing the

Authority of Christianity. Price 10 cents;

12 copies for $1.00.

Address
THE INDEX ,

44 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass.

EVOLUTION IN ITS RELATIONS
TO EVANGELICAL RELIG-

ION. Addresses of B. F. UNDERWOOD,

Prof. P. A. CHADBOURNE, and Prof.ASA

GRAY at a meeting of the "Evangelical

Alliance" held in Boston, Sept. 10, 1882.

5cts.

NATURALISM SUPERNAT-

URALISM. By B. F. UNDERWOOD.

10 cts.

Vs.

Editor:

MAXIMILIAN GROSSMANN, Milwaukee, Wis.

Associate Editors:

H. H. FICK, Chicago, Ill .

H. SCHURICHT, Chicago, III.

16 large quarto pages, with four-page cover.

Terms : $2.12 per annum, in advance.

" Freidenker-Almanach "

FOR THE YEAR 1885.

The almanac, which is now in the eighth

year of its existence, is devoted to the prop

stood by a Catholic American citi- WHAT KIND OF MORALITY agation of free-thought principles. Pricezen (Bishop McQuaid) and by a Lib-

eral American citizen (F. E. Abbot).

VI. How Shall We Keep Sunday? An An-

swer inFour Pants. 1. Sundayin the

Biblandayuda Cornell UnivLib3. the

4. The Working

Charles K. Whipp

DID JESUS AND THE APOS. 25 cents.

TLES TEACH? By F. M. HOL-
LAND. 5 cts .

GOD OR THE GALILEAN? By
MELIX L. OSWALD. 5 cts .

E SCIENTIFIC AND META-

31740F PHYSICAL

The following examples are from the so-

called "TwelveGreat Pictures of the World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI ;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;

Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; AS-

sumption of the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans-

figuration, RAPHAEL; Sistine Madonna,
RAPHAEL; Holy Night,CORREGGIO ; Aurora,

GUIDO; Beatrice Cenci, GUIDO; Last Com-

munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO ; De-

scentfromthe Cross, RUBENS; The Immac- 60cts.; onehundred, $3.00.

Charles E. Pratt, and Wm. C. Gan-

nett.

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

“ Amerikanischer Turnerkalender"

FOR THE YEAR 1885.

This annual, which is now published for
METHODS IN the sixth time, is principally intended to

By LEWIS G. promote the culture of gymnastics, and is

pervaded by a thoroughly liberal spirit.

PHILOSOPHY.

JANES. 5 cts .

VII. Evolution and Religion, byJohn Fiske. THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY. Price25 cents.

5 cts.; ten,35cts.; one hundred, $2.00.

Nos . II. , III . , IV., V., VI. , 10 cts. each; ten,

Reason and Revelation, by W. J. Potter.

5 cts.; ten,30cts.; onehundred,$1.50.
Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent, by mail on receipt of $2.10; or

any one or more at 20 cts. each (with Cata-

logue when desired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street, Milwaukee,Wis.

Address

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION,

44 Boylston Street,BostonMass.

By WILLIAM FREY. 15 cts.

AN AGNOSTIC VIEW OF THE Orders for all kinds of books promptly

DOCTRINE OF VICARIOUS filled. Radical and Freethought Publica-

ATONEMENT. By W. H. SPENCER. tions a specialty.
5cts .

AGNOSTICISM AND RELIGION. Address all orders to

By W. H. SPENCER. 5 cts.

Address THE INDEX, 44 Boylston Street,

Boston, Mass.

FREIDENKER PUBLISHING CO.,

470 East Water St. ,

MILWAUKEE, WIS.
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THE everlasting question in England regarding

marriage with a deceased wife's sister will come

up again in Parliament June 11, by a motion of

that persistent nobleman, the Earl of Dalhousie.

REV. W. F. CRAFTS, who is in favor of a com-

pulsory Puritanical observance of Sunday, says in

a Pittsburg paper, "There is no one thing the

anti-Sabbath people rejoice so much in as in Sun-

day papers." This is an indication that the "anti-

Sabbath people" are generally intelligent and

sensible people, who appreciate the superiority of

the Sunday paper to ordinary orthodox sermons.

THE Journal de Rome is much disturbed by the

announcement of the Free Thinkers' Congress

in that city, which was to open May 30, the anni-

versary of the death of Voltaire, andto close June 2,

the anniversary of the death of Garibaldi. It says

thathis Holiness the Pope, since losing his temporal

power, has suffered many indignities; but that

"the party of Satan" should hold, inRome, a con-

gress of the enemies of the Church "is the most

odious and revolting outrage yet imagined."

SAYS an exchange : "It sounds a little queer to

read that the worshippers at Dr. Sunderland's

church, which the President attends, were 'indig-

nant' and showed 'considerable feeling' when it

was discovered that Fred Douglass had hired the

pew usually occupied by the tenant of the White

House, President Cleveland preferring one less

conspicuous." Fred Douglass is entitled to any

pew in Dr. Sunderland's church he can hire and

pay for ; but those who are acquainted with his

views will wonder why all of a sudden he desires

a conspicuous pew in an orthodox church, whose

creed he outgrew years ago.

ner is holding the present term of court. We do

not understand that the horse-car company was

also presented for indictment."

ON April 5, at the Widyoda Buddhist Col-

lege, in Columbo, a young and accomplished Eng-

lish lady, well known in Bombay, became a pro-

fessed follower of Lord Buddha, taking the "five

precepts" in the presence of the Buddhist high

priest. Says the Times of India: "It was a curi-

ous sight to see an English young lady, dressed

in an elegant robe of black silk, sitting in the

midst of a crowd of yellow-robed Buddhist priests,

and repeating the Pansil. The ceremony began

by the high priest examining the fair candidate as

to the reasons that led her to desire to accept

Buddhism as her faith,to which Miss Flynn an-

swered that, after having studied the various re-

ligious systems of the world, she found the Buddh-

istic esoteric philosophy as being most in accord-

ance with her own reason and common sense.

Other questions having been satisfactorily an-

swered by her, the high priest administered to

her the 'five precepts,' which Miss Flynn prom-

ised to observe. The ceremony ended by the

chanting of 'Ratana Sutta' by all the priests pres-

ent. Besides the large number of priests, there

were present at the temple where the ceremony

took place many of the most prominent Buddhists

of Columbo, the captain and several officers of the

screw steamer 'Tibre,' of the Messageries Maritimes,

and several European passengers that had arrived

by that vessel."

THE eighteenth annual meeting of the Free

Religious Association, held in this city on the

evening of last Thursday and the morning, after-

noon, and evening of Friday, was largely attended,

the themes discussed were of current interest, the

addresses were worthy of the subjects and the

occasion, and the proceedings throughout were

marked by most earnest enthusiasm. A report of

the business meeting by the Secretary this week

takes the usual place of the leading essay in The

Index. The opening address by the President,

printed on another page, will be read with inter-

est. The names of Mr. W. D. Le Sueur and Rev.

M. J. Savage are a guarantee of the excellence of

their papers, of which, however, our readers will

have a chance to judge for themselves next week

and the week following. Dr. R. Heber Newton's

address on "The Religious Aspects of Socialism,"

by its bold and radical thought as well as by its

learning and eloquence, made a marked impres-

sion. It is expected that this, too, will appear

soon in The Index. The short speeches on Social-

ism and Cooperation, by Mr. F. A. Hinckley, Mr.

H. B. Blackwell, Mr. John Orvis, Mr. G. B. Steb-

bins, Mr. John McNeal, Mrs. A. M. Diaz, and two

Shaker women who joined in the Friday after-

noon's discussion, and whose picturesque appear-

ance and earnest words made them objects of spe-

cial attention, were brimful of thought, earnest and

ǝloquent, and were listened to with the closest

attention. At the Festival held in the Meionaon,

Tremont Temple, Mrs. E. D. Cheney presided

SAYS the Springfield Republican : "Clergymen

and other citizens have petitioned the grand jury

to indict the Boston andAlbany Railroad for run-

ning trains on Sunday, and there is some proba-

bility that an indictment will be found and pre-

sented to-day. The corporation claims to operate

only the through Western train, destined for Bos-

ton, and one express each way between Boston

and New York, and such freight trains as are

under necessity of being moved. The trial of a

case of this kind will be important. Judge Gard- with her accustomed dignity and grace.
A

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

sumptuous repast and an hour's social converse

were followed by brief speeches. Tributes were

paid to prominent friends of the Free Religious

Association who had died during the year, and

whose portraits were displayed in the hall. Mrs.

Cheney referred to the death of Hon. Charles W.

Slack; Mr. Potter related reminiscences and spoke

of the exalted character of Rev. W. H. Channing ;

Miss Mary F. Eastman recalled the virtues and ser-

vices of Miss Emily J. Leonard; and B. F. Under-

wood spoke of the genius and courage of Miss

M. A. Hardaker. R. Heber Newton had some

very pleasant words to offer in praise of the Free

Religious Association and The Index. Kristofer

Janson, author of The Spell-bound Fiddler, expressed

in poetical and eloquent language his sympathy

with the work of the Association. Mr. W. D.

Le Sueur told the audience about liberal religious

thought in Canada. Rev. William I. Gill showed

how a Methodist minister, if he were a broad and

progressive man, could be deeply interested in the

Free Religious movement. Mr. G. N. Hill, presi-

dent of the Ingersoll Secular Society, commended

highly the efforts of the Association to secure

justice to atheists in our courts, and its work in

favor of taxing church property. The concluding

speeches were by Mr. F. A. Hinckley and Mr.

F. M. Holland. The music, furnished by the

Temple Quartet, and the magnificent floral dis-

play, due largely to the efforts of Mr. and Mrs.

J. A. J. Wilcox, contributed to the pleasure of the

occasion, which was one long to be remembered.

Everything considered, the eighteenth annual

meeting of the Free Religious Association was

one of the most interesting and successful ever

held; and, if we mistake not, it will serve to en-

courage the friends of the Association to renewed

efforts in its behalf.

THE Panthéon in Paris, which was secularized

by the French ministry for the purpose of burying

Victor Hugo in that church, corresponds in some

degree to Westminster Abbey in London. It was

originally the Church of St. Genevieve. It was

consecrated by the National Convention, in the

days oftheFrenchRevolution, todistinguishedmen,

irrespective of their religious beliefs. Although

its "sacred" character was afterward restored

by the action of the State government, the

crypt beneath the edifice was permitted to retain

the tombs of illustrious Frenchmen including

Rousseau and Voltaire who were hostile to the

Roman Catholic Church, on account of their pub-

lic services. Still, the priests in charge of the

Panthéon, it was known, would nothave permitted

the burial in that edifice of Victor Hugo, who op-

posed Catholicism while living and refused the last

offices of the Church in his dying hours. Hence,

the secularization of the edifice by the official order

of the ministry, which was approved by the Cham-

ber of Deputies by a large vote. Last Saturday, a

motion in the French Senate to censure the gov-

ernment for secularizing the Panthéon was de-

feated by a vote of 189 to 67. The incident shows

how the influence of the Roman Catholic Church

has declined in France the last few years.
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WORK AND AIMS OF THE FREE RELIGIOUS

ASSOCIATION .

Address at the Opening of the Annual Con-

vention, May 29, 1885.

BY WM. J. POTTER.

Ladies and Gentlemen,-I have the pleasure to

announce the opening of the proceedings of this

Convention. It is also one of the duties, not so

pleasant, devolving upon the presiding officer of

this meeting, to make remarks during the first

quarter or half hour, while people are coming in

and getting still. This is our eighteenth annual

meeting. Eighteen springs have come, eighteen

harvests have been gathered, since that crowded

assembly was held in Horticultural Hall, on Tre-

mont Street, of which " the remnant " that sur-

vived the long session and the subsequent dinner

organized the Free Religious Association. From

that time, our conventions have been adopted into

the regularity of nature, coming with the seasons

in their order, and as punctually as the leafing of

the trees and the blooming of the dandelions on

BostonCommon. In late years, I have noticed, by

the way, that the scavengers of the public grounds

in this city-if that be the right name for those

diligent officers-carefully mow down the dande-

lions and set out imported flowers in artificial

beds. But the FreeReligious Association has not

been deceived by any of these interferences with

the laws of nature. Every spring-time, it has

blossomed, in the natural way, into Convention

and Festival.

lars, it is more defective, perhaps, than is good for

its interests. But I name these things to indicate

that this Association has not aimed to build up

a new religious sect, and is therefore not to be

judgedby any of the ordinary standards of denom-

inational prosperity and achievement.

tion, though it may not be acknowledged, between

the breadth of this Association and that Congress

of Christian Churches, including Unitarian, Uni-

versalist, and Swedenborgian, as well as regular

Evangelical, which recently met in Hartford ?

That was a narrower platform than this, which

does not confine itself to the Christian faith and

name; yet fifteen years ago no such meeting as

that Congress would have been possible among

Christian churches. Even the Evangelical Alli-

ance was looked upon with some hesitating sus-

picion by the stricter sectarians of Evangelical

churches. I think it must be admitted, too, that

creeds are not holding the same authoritative

place, even in orthodox churches,which once they

held, and that every year the churches are increas-

ingly taking up works of charity and philanthropy

as a part of the object of their existence. And

who, again, shall say how much the Free Religious

Association, which from the beginning has sub-

ordinated creed to deed, has contributed to this

result? For it should be said, too, that, though

this Association, being a general and national

bodyinits plan,has not of itself established phil-

anthropic and charitable institutions, it has aimed

to inspire its constituency everywhere with a sense

of not merely the importance, but the necessity of

putting free religious ideas to practical work in all

feasible and honest ways for the amelioration and

elevation of human society. Not only has the As-

sociation sought to affect public opinion at large,

but it has sought to make every member a special

missionary for human welfare inwhatever com-

munity he may live.

The Free Religious Association is a society or-

ganized, fundamentally, in behalf of the perfect

freedom of human thought in all matters pertain

ing to religion, and in behalf of certain subsidiary

objects allied with that fundamental one; and its

method is that of general agitation. Now, of a

society with such objects and such amethod, it is

not always easy to say at any particular time just

what it has accomplished. It is a general relig-

ious reform association, working for certain very

radical reforms in religion; and it aims at its re-

sults through moulding public opinion. The real

statistics of its results at any time are to be found

in the record of public opinion, as it may be slowly

affected and shaped by the utterances of this and

kindred platforms. This record may have to be

long waited for. I suspect that there was a time, a

few years after Jesus' death, when Christianity,

asked for its statistics of progress, would have

had little to offer. Wide-reaching reforms are not

carried in a day. The American Anti-slavery So-

ciety, for a good many years after its organization,

was not able to report any very encouraging prog-

ress in the nation at large. Yet it did not cease

to agitate. Agitation,-that was Wendell Phillips'

favorite word: if you have any object of reform

at heart, do not let public sentiment go to sleep

upon it. Keep it stirred up. Agitate. The shap-

ing of public opinion, in the early stages especially,

may seem very slow, but little by little it yields to

any genuine truth earnestly urged; and, by and

by, when little expected perhaps,the changedpub-

lic opinion may break forth on occasion, and take

astand that tells to all the world what has been

done.

But what have the harvests been ? will perhaps

be asked by some of its critics. What results has

the Free Religious Association to show, to justify

its existence. The Association, like any organized

body, must be judged by its fruits ; and it is per-

fectly proper that that question should be asked.

"By their fruits ye shall know them" is a good

test to apply to the character of any society or

any person. And I know not where that doctrine

has been proclaimed with more emphasis for the

last eighteen years than upon this platform. But,

when this question concerning results is asked, a

rational and just discrimination must be made in

the answer. No reasonable man expects figs from

agrape-vine or a crop of corn from grass-seed, nor

will he expect any fruit until the proper season of

fruit. I think the biographers of Jesus in the

New Testament must have got things badly mixed

in that story of his cursing the fig-tree which had

no figs, when the time of figs had not yet come;

or else he was not the man the world has taken

him for. So, in considering the results of organ-

izations, regard must be given to their aims and

objects and their methods of operation. Do they

accomplish that which they set out to do? And is

that which they set out to do a good and desirable

object ? These are the questions which must be

asked and answered before the more general ques-

tion as to the fruits of any organization or move-

ment canbe determined. Judgedby the standard

of a sectarian religious organization, the Free Re-

ligious Association, it must be frankly confessed,

has little to show. It has no long treasury account

of missionary funds to present, no list of societies |

that it has founded,no paid agents in the field,

no reports from subordinate and auxiliary associa-
tions, no denominational book-publishing concern

that rolls up the dollars into the scores of thou

sands, and possibly needs public ventilation, no

large list of members even, which holds together

with any strong coherency from year to year. In

all such material for statistics, the Free Religious

if

This method of general agitation for affecting

public opinion is one of degrees. With morezeal,

with more workers, with more money, the Free

Religious Association might doubtless have ac-

complished much more than it has in this direc-

tion. It might have held more conventions; it

might have continued and multiplied its courses

of lectures; it might have issued more publica-

tions; it might have increased the efficiency of

The Index. Give the means, and this kind of

work may be indefinitely increased. Nor, because

this is the general method by which the Associa

tion has hitherto worked and now works, are cer-

tain more directly practical methods of work ex-

cluded,-as, for instance, the efforts which the Ex-

ecutive Committee have made the past year before

the Massachusetts Legislature to secure the repeal

of the law exempting churches from taxation, and

for rescinding that clause of the law concerning

evidence in courts which permits a witness to be

discredited because of his religious opinions. In-

creased activity of this kind, andpossibly in other

ways, may come in the future. But, whatever

changes of method or of emphasis of methods may

be adopted, I, for one, earnestly hope that the

Association will never diminish by one jot or

particle the emphasis it has always placed upon

thought as a dominating element in the solution of

all religious and of all social problems. There is

a tendency in these days, in religious organizations

and conferences (except when a body of ministers

get together by themselves), to ignore the problems

that require close thinking, because such problems

bring up dividing issues, and to keep upon the

ground of sentiment and practical work. But let

there be at least one platform left in Boston in

Anniversary Week that shallnot be afraid of any

problem of thought ; one platform that shall dare

to present to a popular assembly such a probing

question as that which is to be discussed here this

morning concerning the basis of religion. What-

ever is to be said of the needs of practicalwork,

and of the supreme importance of character and

Now, we might be content to say that the Free

Religious Association is not old enough yet to

have its history written, that no one can tell just

what its contribution has been or is to be to the

elements of thought that are shaping the religion

of the future. But I think we may also rightfully

consider certain signs as marking a progress which

this Association has helped to effect. The Unita-

rian body is certainly moving in the direction of

the principles of this Association. There seems

to be, indeed, in some quarters an apprehension

lest Unitarianism is going to swallow this Associa-

tion, body, soul, and all. Again, it was a novel

idea, when this platform was established, to see

Christian and Jew standing upon it side by side as

speakers, with mutual respect and as equal officers

of the society, and to hear a letter read here from

a native Hindu concerning reform movements in

the old Brahmanistic faith of India. But when

Mozoomdar was in this country, eighteen months

ago, the eloquent preacher of the Brahmo Somaj,

-he was in such demand for Unitarian pulpits,

and even for orthodox pulpits and meetings, that

the Free Religious Associationwas unable to get

hold of him for any meeting of its own; and

Keshub Chunder Sen, the Brahmo Somaj leader,

was, just before his death, the sought and wel-

comed contributor of a number of articles, delin-

eating his religious views, to an orthodox journal

inNew York, the Independent; and, more recently,
a Chinese scholar has been giving in the same

journal a native view of Confucianism. Who

shall sayhow much the example and teaching of

this platform, with the special emphasis it has

placed on the idea of the sympathy of religions,

has contributed to results of which these facts are

Association is wanting. In some of these particu- thesign ? orthat therewas not some genetic rela- of moral andphilanthropic action, and I, at least,
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would bring no disparagement upon these high

aims, let it not be forgottenwhat aleading place

high discussion and high thinking have held in

the world's history. Let it not be forgotten that

this Association stands, not only for freedom in

religion, but for thought in religion. Thought has

been predominant in all the great reform move-

ments ofmankind. Sentiment may be the motive-

power behind movements and at the bottom of

institutions ; but thought is the director, the con-

troller, the builder. To thought, deep, lofty, free,

daring, let this platform still stand. Let the

thought which clergymen whisper to each other

secretly in their libraries, which esoteric students

declare in their select circles, which a bishop ad-

monishes a too frankly speaking preacher for pro-

claiming in his pulpit,-let such thought have

course here as free as the air of heaven, and go

untrammelled and unsmothered to ears that are

also free.

ALTRUISM.

"This altruism that assumes for itself a loftier

morality in its willingness to part with personality

and live on simply as influence and force, sweeten-

ing human life and deepening the blue of heaven,

-aview that colors the pages of George Eliot and

also someunfortunate pages of science, is one of

those theories that contains within itself its own

refutation."-T. T. Munger, May Century.

Mr. Munger has judged rashly the state of mind

which he terms altruism, the disciples of which

have never assumed much for it or themselves,

have put forth no claim to a "loftier morality," and

havebeen content with a waiting attitude, while

patiently endeavoring by example and precept to

work out the salvation of the soul, not in fear and

trembling, but in the hope of good accomplished.

Theologyhad imbued the prose and poetry of

the Old and New Testaments with its own arbi-

trary meaning,had wrested it from the domain of

spiritual insight into that of dogmatic diction, so

that the comforting and ennobling sentiments

of the Christ and his followers had taken on an

evangelical tone to most minds. The eternal truth

of the saying was vindicated, "The letter killeth,

the spirit giveth life." The world had long been

watching for a new gospel; for a prophet strong

and able to interpret the meaning of birth, life,

death, to answer the questions of the anxious and

doubting soul.

Witness George Eliot, how little weight do her

personal beliefs on immortality exert, while her

ever-living words are more potent for good than

while she was yet alive.

The noblest thoughts of every land and of all

times are being gathered together to-day, and the

prophets of the past areexerting an ever-increasing

powerover the thought of thepresent. Herecomes

in a point which cannot be termed aminor one,-

the survival of the fittest. If immortality is con-

ceded, it must be so from thehighest spiritual point

attained by the human soul. Whatpart in such a

plan of creation would the bush-boy of Australia

occupy ? Obviously none.

The best intellects of the century have been be-

lievers in this form of altruism, with but a dim

hope of a hereafter ; and many among them have

none. They have yethad the bravery necessary to

labor for posterity, to merge their personality into

the universe of which they found themselves a

part. They have accomplished for the intellectual

and material world what the believers in immor-

tality were powerless to do.

Dinah has led many a soul into the light of self-

conquest; "Romola, with her noble perplexities,"

has taken many a tempted and suffering woman

into the calm of renunciation; Maggie Tulliver,

sinking beneath the Floss,had many aforbidden

love drowned with her; and Dorothea has made

smooth the crooked path of many a despairing

bride.

The world can be none the worse for such altru-

ism. It is but honorable that the prophets of the

future should acknowledge the devotion, faithful-

ness, and courage of the devoted few whose renun-

Science came to direct man's thoughts to the

universe and its undreamt-of wonders. It tried

with honest endeavor and in single-heartedness to

assist in the solution of present mysteries, to an-

swer the soul's cry out of darkness; and nobly has ❘ ciation has rendered it possible for them to lead

ELLEN N. HENROTIN.

it accomplished its work, in the face of ridicule,

invective, and contraryforces. Neither has nature

as yet called a halt, and one of the great hopes for

the world lies in the direction of what science can

accomplish for the material good of humanity.

But some onemayhere say that the Association

is only, therefore, a free platform, where represent-

atives of various beliefs may freely utter their

views, but that it has no aim, no distinct view and

purpose of its own. Now, such a free platform

maybe worth having even in this advanced day

of a free press. But, speaking for myself, Ihave

never been able todefine the scope and meaning

of the Association as nothing more than this ; nor

does it seem to me that one who finds no more

than this in the Constitution of the Association

canhave read that document very carefully. That

document, for one thing, applies the method of

absolutely free inquiry and thought to all the re-

ligions of the world. What happens under that

treatment of the religions ? What is happening

as that treatment is being applied to the study of

comparative religion by the scholars of the age?

Abody of knowledge is being gathered under

which the old theories of religion as a miraculous

gift to mankind from the skies are being revolu-

tionized. Not only are we learning the sympa-

thies and agreements of the religions, but we are

learning also that their antagonisms-antagonisms

which have often been the cause of bitter persecu-

tions and wars and bloodshed-are the result of

false and superstitious claims. These claims and

antagonisms are accordingly falling before the

searching light of free inquiry and are destined

to disappear. The special religions are moving on

converging lines toward a religion of universal

unity. Truth, right, brotherhood-these are com-

ing to the front as greater words than any that are

stated in church creeds, and as representing a

stronger power than any sectarian walls. To state

it in another form, human society in respect to

religion is passing through a process of organic

evolution, and every organic movement is pur-

posive. It carries its aim in its ownbosom. Now,

the Free Religious Association voices this progres-

sive organic movement of the vital elements of all

the specific religions forward to some finer achieve-

ment for truth and human welfare. It does not

attempt to manipulate these vital elements. It

seeks to put them into no close corporation.

Rather does it hold itself plastic to their power.

It establishes a free platform, but a platform that

faces the future,-a platform which not only ac-

cords hospitality to all earnest present views,how

ever differing, but which distinctly prophesies the

downfall of the power of creeds and of the an-

tagonistic claims of ecclesiasticism, and the com-

ing in of the era of the commonwealth of man.

Toward that end, the vital forces of religion,

under the shaping constructive power of emanci-

pated thought, are moving; and this is the sig-

nificance of the Free Religious Association to at❘ality on society is concerned, if their deeds and
least one of its members.

words tend to morality, this belief has no effect.

This new power to be exerted for the develop-

ment of the world naturally exercised a tremen-

dous influence over the best intellects of the day.

It is not to be wondered at if a reaction took place

against the form of education, from the effects of

which the world is still suffering, that was mani-

fested by an almost morbid desire to be no longer

deceived, but to face the truth and accept realities

in place of illusions. Goethe, John Stuart Mill,

Prof. Seelye, Darwin, Huxley, Herbert Spencer,

Mr. Browning, Emerson,George Sand, andGeorge

Eliot were of one mind on this point; and it is

they who by their high ideals and courage have

made smooth the path for Mr. Munger and his

Immortality and Modern Thought. On the strength

of their words and works, he has built the bridge

over which he has crossed to the serene heights

"where lies repose." Altruism led the world away

from personality, with its hopes of reward and its

longing for certainty, into that state of mindwhich

waits patiently, humbly, and earnestly for the solu-

tion of its difficulties, and strives to live for pos-

terity. Neither does it deny immortality. It does

not dream dreams ; but it has seen visions of prog-

ress, of unselfishness, of the future advancement of

the world along the path of righteousness.

At the present period of the world, altruism is

the only resource of manypeople who are pressed

by their work and have but little leisure to devote

others up to the serene heights of certainty.

FOURIER AND FOURIERISM IN FRANCE .

The anniversary of Charles Fourier's birth was,

as has been the case for many years in Paris, cele-

brated last month at an interesting banquet held

inone of the numerous restaurants that look out

on the famous garden of the Palais Royal, where

the French Revolution was born. Gathered around

the table were about fifty men and women, all

holding advanced ideas on social and political

questions, discussing with the old enthusiasm and

the same conviction the old problems and the same

subjects as did Camille Desmoulins and his com-

panions in the garden below during the spring

and summer of 1789. The French reformers and

revolutionists of to-day say to you, "Yes, we have

apolitical republic; but what we want is a social

republic." And was not this the programme of

the Jacobins of the convention ?

But these radicals of 1885 had not assembled at

the Palais Royal to conspire against "the powers

that be," but to rejoice over the good time coming

when Charles Fourier's dreams shall have become

realities. The bust of the noble socialistic philoso-

pher was enthroned on a side table, and sur-

rounded with vases filled with his favorite flower,

the crown imperial (Fritillaria imperialis) . "Did

you ever hear Fourier's beautiful symbolization of

this flower ?" asked my right-hand neighbor, Mme.

Griess-Traut, who has devoted her long and well-

filled life to advancing the interests of interna-

to abstract considerations; and the dayhas long❘tional peace and woman's emancipation. "No,"

since passed away when people are content to see

visions at second-hand.

Many men and not a few women live happily

and die calmly in the belief that annihilation is

their fate; and, as far as the influence of person-

was my answer. So awaiter was told to set one

of the vases before us; and, between courses, Mme.

Griess-Traut repeated these words of the master :

"This flower represents the patient and unappre-

ciated savant and inventor who pass their lives in

discovering some new law or machine, who labor

in isolation and die in poverty. You notice that
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the corolla, instead of standing erect as is gener-

ally the case,hangs down. This typifies modesty

and a retiring disposition. The flesh-like hue of

the petals is the glow of human enthusiasm. If

you look into the flower, you will observe four

tears at its base; and, if you touch them, your

finger will indeed receive a lachrymal deposit.

This signifies that in moments of despondency the

neglected savant weeps. The corolla has no calyx:

the inventor is unprotected and alone in the world.

That tuft of sharp-pointed, sturdy leaves which

crown the plant stands for fearlessness, activity,

labor,-the best characteristics of the life of the

true investigator."

This beautiful revelation of the hidden meaning

of this rather coarse and gaudy lily was a new and

delightful lesson to me in the language of flowers ;

and I was not a little sorry to have Mme. Griess-

Traut's poetic narration interrupted by the an-

nouncement from the lady president of the ban-

quet that the post-prandial oratory was about to

begin.

The first speaker was M. Courbebaisse, a distin-

guished State engineer and ardent phalansterian

of the old school, whose toast to "Charles Fourier,

the most fecund creative genius the world has

ever seen," was such a clear and concise statement

of the doctrine that I give it in full from notes

kindly furnished me by the author.

"Fourier discovered thegrand law ofhappiness,"

began M. Courbebaisse, "which he proclaimed to

be the accomplishment for every human being of

the cycle of his destinyduring his lifetime. The

development and employment of all our aptitudes,

both physical and moral, from the moment we

enter the world until we leave it,-such is the true

formula of earthly happiness. Considering man

an eminently social being, who can be happy only

in a society that is happy, Fourier deduced this

first principle of human happiness from social

science.

having suffered the bitter disappointment of those

phalansterians who hoped for the prompt realiza-

tion of Harmony. But, however ignorant we may

be concerning the ways and means to be employed,

and the time necessary for reaching Harmony, rest

assured that its coming is as certain as the natural

development of an organic germ.

"The structure of society ought, therefore, to be

in harmony with the human organization. Fou-

rier, throwing aside all preconceived ideas, gave

himself up to a profound study of the constitution

of the human organism both in the past and

present life of humanity, and derived from this

fundamental examination the laws that should

govern the creation of a harmonious society. This

inquiry, I am ready to admit, is not complete :

much still remains to be done to render it perfect.

"Fourier has characterized as follows the succes-

sive social forms of the past of humanity : Eden-

ism, Savagism, Patriarchism, Barbarism, and Civi-

lization. We are now in this last stage, which is

to be followed by two others called by Fourier

Guarantyism and Harmony. We have already

begun to enter upon the first of these phases.

"Permit me now to describe briefly the life of a

man in Harmony. Every new-born child will be

welcomed with love, cared for and brought up in

the way that will best develop, integrally, all his

faculties and aptitudes, both physical and moral.

Growing up happily in the society of children of

his own age and in the midst of the caresses of his

family,he willsoonbe able partly to support him-

selfbyparticipating in the well-planned and attrac-

tive labors of his phalanx. His co-workers will be

his friends, the hours of labor will be short and

varied, and his industry and talent will be justly

compensated. This agreeable and methodical sys-

tem of work will produce a general abundance,

that will make it possible to come generously to

the aid ofthose who, by accident or sickness,-and

the number will then be much smaller than to-day,

-are prevented from contributing their share to

the common welfare, and will guarantee to every

one almost absolute liberty,-a necessary condi-

tion, if all the members of society are to enjoy a

happy and normal existence.

when the mostcivilized nation inEuropewas about

to come to blows with the most uncivilized. M.

Morin, the aged anti-clerical, ex-municipal coun-

cillor, stated that Col. Roudaire, the originator of

the inland African sea, who died this past winter,

was a phalansterian, and expressed regret that the

veteran socialist, Victor Considérant, one of the

earliest disciples of Fourier, felt constrained in his

old age to abandon the doctrine, because its theism

clashed with his materialism. M. Charles M.

Limousin, the editor of the Mouvement Social,

closed the series of speeches with a spiritedde-

scription of how Fourierism is slowly, but surely

making its way into French legislation. "We are

entering upon Guarantyism," exclaimed the orator :

"our school may be disappearing, but our princi-

ples are being accepted by the political world."

The fraternity, solidarity, noble enthusiasm, and

firm belief in the good time coming, which per-

vaded this unostentatious banquet, awakened in

me a new interest in Charles Fourier; and a few

days later I visited his tomb in the Montmartre

Cemetery and his portrait in the Luxembourg

gallery.

It was a calm, partially clouded afternoon-one

of those April days when the sky is uncertain, and

you cannot tell whether rain or sun is to come

forth-that I wended my way through this densely

peopled city of the dead. The weather seemed in

keeping with the system of the philosopher whose

tomb I was trying to find. At last, I discovered

the broad, low-laid slab, surrounded by a simple

little iron railing, with these words which I

shall not attempt to translate-boldly cut into

its surface:-

Ici sont déposés les restes

de

CHARLES FOURIER.

La série distribue

les harmonies.

"But, it may be asked, how many centuries

must pass by before the coming of this millen-

nium ? and of what interest is it to us, if we are not

to rejoice in this Harmony ? The admirable cos-

mogony of Fourier answers these questions. It

teaches us that just as our terrestrial life is com-

posed of two alternate series of wakings, charac-

terized by memory and motion, and sleepings, char-

acterized by oblivion and repose, so our existence

in the universe is composed of two alternate series

of superior lives, characterized by memory and an

untrammelled going andcoming throughout space,

and inferior planetary lives, characterized by for-

getfulness of preceding ones and movements lim-

ited to our planet. Now, our conscience tells us

that we will be treated in this double series of

alternate and successive lives according to our

merits, and that thuswe will enjoy the happiness

that we shall have prepared for ourselves, and ❘ ble physiognomy. The plaster copy at the ban-

suffer the wrong that we shall have committed, so

that we will be punished and improved thereby.

"Carried away with his wonderful discovery,

and impatient to introduce humanity into the

happy stage of Harmony, Fourier believed that

man could pass over Guarantyism and attain Har-

mony through a social graft in the form of a

harmonious phalanx which would permit of the

immediate realization of the new existence. Fou-

rier always entertained this hope, which was never

realized, and which caused him,unfortunately, to

suppress in his works everything relating toGuar-

antyism and the social reforms that are being

slowly introduced among us to-day. For do not

be deceived, my friends: our disorganized school

seems to have almost disappeared, and yet never

before have our ideas made such rapid progress.

They have forced themselves on an unconscious

society, quite independent of our feeble efforts. In

this fraternal gathering, for example, many of you

who do not imagine that you are phalansterians

are such without being aware of it and without

"After this rapid glance at our future life in

Harmony, I will close with an All Hail ! to the

great prophet of human happiness, the founder of

social science, the inventor of the laws of universal

attraction, of organized and attractive labor, of the

grand law of solidarity sanctioned by his cosmog-

ony,-to Charles Fourier, in a word, the greatest

genius the world has ever seen, still, perhaps, the

most misunderstood, but who will be, unquestion-

ably, the most glorious in the most distant future."

The next speaker was M. Charles Lemonnier,

one of the few living original Saint-Simonians,

Les attractions

sont proportionnelles

aux destinées.

Abust of the defunct stood on a low socle at

the head of the grave. The soft brown stone out

of which it was made reproduced but roughly the

delicate and striking lineaments of this remarka-

quet hall gave one a more correct idea of Fourier

as he must have appeared in life. The top of the

head is very broad, and the forehead wide and

high. It is evident that you are gazing at a pro-

found thinker. The lower part of the face is

narrow, and comes almost to a point at the chin,

this tapering effect being exaggerated by the

cranial largeness. The compressed lips betoken

firmness, and did indeed belong to a man who

always had the courage of his convictions. There

is spirituality in all the features of this face; there

is nothing coarse in it; poetry shines out from it.

You now understand how Fourier saw such deep

and tender meaning in the crown imperial, a

and the well-known advocate of peace and interna- cluster of which flowers some affectionate hand

tional arbitration. While, as a follower of Saint-

Simon,M. Lemonnier couldnot accept Fourierism,

he could, nevertheless, drink to the memory of a

great and good socialist. Mr. Hodgson Pratt, of

London, the Alfred H. Love of England, followed

in an eulogium of Robert Owen, who, he said,

drew his ideas from Fourier,-a statement, by the

way, thatmaybequestioned. All the praise that

Mr. Pratt bestowed upon Robert Owenwas quite
deserved; but he forgot to mention what was

perhaps the grandest feature of Robert Owen's life,

that of having been the father and educator of

RobertDale Owen. Mme.Griess-Traut next made

a warm appeal in favor of peace, although her

words seemed a cry in the desert at a moment

had recently arranged droopingly over the shoul-

ders of the bust. They were still fresh.

This touching tribute reminded me of some-

thing told me at the banquet,-how an old phal-

ansterian, coming up a few weeks ago for the first

time to Paris from the provinces, had wished to

meet with some of his fellow votaries ; how he

took out his visiting card, andwrote these words

upon it : "If any phalansterian find this card, I

should like to have his city address. I shall re-

turn here in a few days, and shall hope to find

his card on the tomb of the master"; how he laid

the visiting-card on Fourier's grave; how he did

come back again; how he did find another card

there; andhow, by this means, a complete stranger
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in the big city, he soon made the acquaintance of

all the leading Fourierites.

The day after my pilgrimage to Montmartre, I

went to the Luxembourg gallery, to examine more

carefully Gigoux's portrait of the founder of the

Phalanstery. The well-known portrait painter has

treated his subject at full-length and life size. He

has placed him out of doors, seated onabank in

the very midst of that nature which the philoso-

pher loved so dearly. The hat is off, so that the

features stand out clearly. The contour is the same

as in the bust at the cemetery, but the delicate

brushhas given color and animation and expres-

sion that the chisel cannot render. The face is

turned toward you with a half-inquiring look, and

a slight cloud of sadness seems spread over it.

Charles Fourier must have been tall and slender,

of graceful and urbane presence, with a strikingly

noble, kind, and thoughtful face,-in a word, those

whohave learned to love him through his writings

could not have received the slightest shock of dis-

appointment or repulsion on meeting him for the

first time face to face. There could have been

nothing of the Dr. Johnson, Carlyle, or Alfred

Tennyson in Charles Fourier. He not only prac-

tised what he preached, but he showed what he

preached.

PARIS, May, 1885.

THEODORE STANTON .

NATURE AND THE INDIVIDUAL.

It seems to me that any one who to-day pro-

fesses to believe in the perpetuity of the individ-

ual consciousness after death allows his or her sen-

timent to get the better of the intellect. Perhaps

we all have occasional "weird seizures," in which,

by a flash of thought, the enormous bulks of the

whirling galaxy seem imponderable and immate-

rial as thought,-a living phantom, many-colored

Being, a terrible foster-nurse; not unbeneficent,-

a lion glare in its eyes, yet in its heart a mother-

yearning for its whelps, its goal and end sunk be-

yond thought in the depths of infinite space. If

we do ever have these seizures, it is then, and then

only, that there comes into our mind a dawn-

gleam, a meteor-flash of thought,-no, it is too

brief to form an actual thought,-that, when we

fade away like a wreath of mist, when, as if at some

fearful summons, wegrow pallid, drop our toys, and

hurry away into the dark, we fade and dissolve

into a substance, asomething higher than our own

consciousness, andyet of it. Nature is a box with

false bottoms, or slides, as Emerson deftly sug-

gests. But he might have added that it is a magi-

cal box, that only reveals its actual contents when

the right key is turned. Magical? Yes, indeed !

You have no name for its enchantments. You can-

not degrade them by calling them miraculous, that

word is so associated with wormy humbug and

ghastly mummery. Do but turn the key, and

peep through the aperture. What rapture, what

amazement !-illimitable distances, green land-

scapes basking in light that streams in through

the top of thebox, and out of the myriad tiny gran-

ules sprinkled on the floor a thousand exquisite

things rise up. Here a cell puts out wings, and

flies away a brown thrush with delirious song.

Here is a precisely similar cell that starts up a

Another puts out delicate leaves : the vine

spreads, it blossoms, the delicious fruit ripens be-

fore your eyes.

man.

'Tis passing strange; yet can you find one grain

of proof in it all of the survival of consciousness

after dissolution ? I cannot, and I think the time

has come to say so boldly and unequivocally. A

noble friend, our neighbor, died this winter of

pneumonia. We hurried him away on a bitter

day to a wintry summit. His friends were Catho-

lics, although I knowhim to have been an esprit

fort. They went through their pretty and affect-

ing little superstitions,-the sprinkling of holy

water, kissing the face of the dead,the service by

the shivering priest, the throwing of a handful

of earth each into the grave by the relatives,-

and then we came away. The noble brain, the

warm heart, the cunning artist hand, they are

still, still, and very white now. The curtain was

rung down very suddenly. The play is ended.

Theplanthas reached its utmost growth : the sap

of life withdraws from the veins back into the

ground. And it is well. Life is not dead, but

surges anew in a thousand forms. What god is

this imperial heat? From its hot loins the teem-

ing fiery sparkles spring that form the world anew

and anew and ever new. Let the dead leaves fall.

How ridiculous they look clinging there on that

old bough all a-gleam with the tender tint of the

fresh-born leaves of this year ! Let them fall, let

them moulder. Life has not forsaken them, how-

ever: it is only latent.

"There was the Door to which I found no Key;

Therewas the veil through which I could not see:

Some little talk awhile of Me and Thee

There was, and then no more of Thee andMe."

If we believe this, why should we not be brave

enough to say so ? Are we not men enough to go

and lie down alone in our sweet sleep ofdeath, when

the time comes? Can we not bar the door upon

whimpering women and sophistical priests, and

go forth unflinchingly to meet our fate ? I admire

that lioness woman-a New England woman, I

believe-who turned everybody out of her room

when she was dying, that no one might make a

spectacle of that sole moment of weakness in her

brave life.

The most comforting text I know of for one

who is, on this subject, perplexed by doubt, and

cannot beat his music out, has been spoken by

Marcus Antoninus :-

"THAT IS GOOD FOR EVERY PART OF NATURE

WHICH THE NATURE OF THE WHOLE BRINGS, and

what serves to maintain this nature. Now, the

universe is preserved, as by the changes of the

elements so by the changes of things compounded

of the elements. Let these principles be enough

for thee, let them always be fixed opinions.

For to be vexed at anything which happens is a

...

To that vast, that countless crowd who fall for-

evermore into the black abyss of death, and think

it the vestibule to a life which is a vague and

undefined continuation of this,wecan say, Morituri

salutamus, and say it with a kind of noble sarcasm,

-"We who are about to die salute you immortals."

Our hope is in the sweetness and sanity of nature.

If you join our band, we promise you nothing.

We ourselves are still in search of the first trace

of a clew. We havecome to the dark tower, but

cannot find the door. ("God is a tower without a

stair.") Yet with us there is peace and happiness.

We assume nothing : we are satisfied with nature.

We believe in her, and we can live and die with

her in all her metamorphoses. And some time the

door may be found.

"Have the elder races halted?

Do theydroop and end their lesson wearied over there be-

yondthe seas?

We take up the task eternal, and the burden and the

lesson,

Pioneers ! O pioneers!

"All the past we leave behind,

We debouch upon a newer, mightier world, varied world;

Fresh and strong the world we seize, world of labor and

themarch,

Pioneers ! O pioneers !

"O to die advancing on!

Are there some of us to droop and die ? has the hour come?

Thenupon the march we fittest die, soon and sure the gap

isfilled,

Pioneers ! O pioneers !"

W. S. KENNEDY.

The annual Convention of the Free Religious

Association proved to be one of the best of the

whole series ; and the Festival, it was the common

opinion of all present, reached the high-water

mark among festivals, pleasant as theyhave been

in the past. Had our friend, the editor of the

Christian Register, been present at the latter, and

heard the speeches of Dr. Heber Newton, Episco-

palian, Rev. Mr. Gill, Methodist, Rev. Mr. Janson,

Unitarian, Mr. Hill, of the Ingersoll Secular So-

ciety, together with other voices from theists and

agnostics of various shades of thought, every one

true to himself, yet all, without exception, striking

the keynote of acommonsympathy and fellowship ,

he would have seen that the Free Religious Asso-

ciation "can play together the same tune in the

same time," and that, whether "the world can be

W. J. P.

separation of ourselves from nature, in some part ❘ made to listen" or not, he that hath ears to hear

of which the natures of all other things are con-

tained."

In brief, if the individual consciousness passes

into some other form of life, what of it ? We can

have the simple faith that, if such is the nature of

things, it will all be for the best. I do not wish to

separate myself from the nature of things. I am

willing to share the destiny of the trees and the

birds that build in them. Let those who like it

solace themselves with the hot-colored rhetoric and

stagy strut of priests with their infernal hell and

the mild idiocy of their heaven : I stand by the

rocks and grass and trees ; I will cast in my lot

with them. Rather I would that the sighing

mounds of the heaving sea bemy passing bells for

aye, or that my body be filtered by change into the

writhen roots and strengthy limbs of a tree, than

that I should sneak into a heaven ruled by an

ogre-despot, and spend an eternity with It (the

sexless monster) in gazing upon the writhings of

thedamned whom It had itself created.

*As a proof that there is not lacking moral support for

himwho speaks what he thinks on this subject, one might

instance the fact that the battle of Shiloh-one-third of it

-was fought on a Sunday. No army of men that actually

believed in Christianity and its doctrines would so have

fought, or indeed would have fought at all. The Anglo-

Saxons are the greatest canters in religious matters in the

universe. Two-thirds of Anglo-American men, as well as

of French male peasants, are thorough sceptics, but con-

form or dissimulate on account of their women. (Cf.

P. G. Hamerton'sRound my House.)

willhear.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

THE Free Religious Association was not dead,

but only taking anap.

An editorial in the BostonHerald says that "Mr.

W. J. Potter, in a volume of sermons fresh from

the press, which contains the finest and best ex-

pression of his thought, reveals himself as a con-

structive religionist of a high order."

ALL the subscribers of The Index who are in

arrears on their subscriptions are urgently re-

quested to send to this office, with as little delay

as possible, the moneydue,which in the aggregate

amount to a large sum, and is needed to enable us

to meet current expenses.

CROCODILES, supposed by the native of Java to

be animatedby the souls of his ancestors, are never

molested byhim; but, whenever there is a wedding

or a funeral, a roast chicken is put on a little boat

garnished with flowers, burning tapers, etc., and

sent adrift to keep up the supply of these perni-

cious monsters .

THE wish expressed by Rev. Francis G. Peabody

atameeting in this city last week, that the Unita-
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rians would "learn more of the fear of hell and

the fear of ministers," is not likely to be gratified.

Nothing so suggestive of warmth as hell will ever

find favor among Unitarians. A gentleman was

asked last week where and how he had taken a

severe cold, from which he was suffering. "Why,"

he replied, "I attended a Unitarian meeting a few

days ago, and was chilled through." Perhaps a

little "fear of hell," as Dr. Peabody suggests,

might have a wholesome effect on some of the more

frigid Unitarians, and some of our Free Relig-

ious friends also,-although the excitant is one

wedo not encourage. Stimulants of a less fiery

nature are in every respect preferable if they will

accomplish the purpose desired.

AWESTERN liquor dealer advertises as follows :

"Having experienced a change of heart through

the blessed efforts of Brother B. and Sister S., I

desire to state to my numerous friends and patrons

that at the end of the current month I shall

retire from the accursed liquor traffic forever.

Until that time, my stock on hand will be offered

at greatly reduced rates. Come one, come all ! "

Or Victor Hugo's rank and genius, the New

York Sun says: "On the artistic side, unquestion-

ably, Victor Hugo was greater than Voltaire ; and,

on the moral side, he was a better man than

Goethe. But, rich and various as are the garnered

fruits of his long life, they include no single com-

position worthy to be ranked with Faust; nor

has Victor Hugo ever exercised a tithe of Goethe's

influence over those who are themselves among the

pioneers of thought and the shepherds of the peo-

ple. But his name is known in millions of homes

that Goethe's never reached; he is loved as Goethe

never was. For there is nothing esoteric, exclu-

sive, oligarchical in his intellectual posture. There

is room for all his brethren in the chambers of his

heart. Novoice sent forth in this century, whether

in prose or verse,has been more instinct and trem-

ulous with the quick and tender sympathy that

makes the whole world kin." Victor Hugo's last

words were words of affection,--"Adieu, Jeanne,

adieu," addressed to his favorite grand-daughter.

THE editor of the Investigator, who sometimes

reminds us of Benjamin Franklin in his practical

way of looking at theological questions, thus sensi-

bly answers an inquiry from a subscriber :-

the field of theology.' That is part of the price

which he pays for living in a free country and in

the nineteenth century. If there is a 'demand for a

newway,' it is because the people live in an age of

advanced thought' that they 'inquire for it.' 'One-

half the contents of penny newspapers,' he says,

is made up of lies, one-half of the other half

mistakes, and half of the remainder is guessed at.'

It might not be quite polite to ask the reverend

gentleman whether there are any 'lies' in his the-

ology; but it is admissible to inquire how much

of it is 'made up of mistakes,' and what propor-

tion of 'the remainder' is 'guessed at.' The people

of this age of advanced thought' are asking these

questions ; and, if Mr. Ryan will not or cannot an-

swer them, they will answer them for themselves,

and act upon their conclusions, too."

No: there is no mention of masses being required

for the dead in any of the teachings of Jesus , so far as

we remember, or, if there is, he didn't charge $25 for

low mass and $50 for high, as the Catholic Church

does to-day. That is sheer priestcraft, and we advise

you as a friend who wishes to help you to have noth-

ing to do with it. Save your hard-earned money for

yourself, wife, and children, and do your own pray-

ing; for Jesus says it is a personal or individual duty,

as of course it must be, if there is any merit in it. A

manmight as well attempt to eat or sleep for another

as to pray for him, because prayer is a private or per-

sonal matter, and hence each one must pray for him-

self; and very likely his prayer for the dead is just

about as good as that of a priest's, if not a good deal

better. For, when a man prays in his closet with the

door shut, he is no doubt sincere; but, when he prays

in public, "to be seen of men," as Jesus said, there is

no knowing whetherhe is sincere or not. Praying is

evidently an individual and private affair, and he is a

careless and a lazy Christian who gets his praying

done out by proxy .

AFRIEND requests us to give what we deem

the correct definition of religion. We cannot do

better than reproduce the following extract from

our editorial in The Index of Nov. 22, 1883 :-

ancehas been good, and the average quality of the

lectures equal perhaps to that of any course of the

same number given inthe city. The following list

of topics with the names of the lecturers, a num-

ber of whom brought to the treatment of their

subjects the thorough knowledge of specialists, has

been furnished us by the Secretary ; and it will give

some idea of the variety and scope of the thought

which has been presented to the class since last

November : "The Mechanics of the Flight of

Birds," by Prof. Maynard; "Underground Wires

relating to the Telephone and Telegraph," byMr.

Carey; "Swedish Bric-à Brac," by Miss AnnaWall-

berg; "Electric Light," by Mr. Richards; "Atavism,

or Reversional Heredity," by B. F. Underwood ;

"The Education of the Blind" (two lectures), by

Mr. Anagnos; "The Starry Heavens," by Peter

Annet; "Modern Palestine," by W. Spear; "Struct-

ure of the Organs of Digestion," by Dr. Caroline

Hastings; "Is Man a Mere Organism or Something

More," by Wm. Mitchell ; "Our Rivers as they

are and as they have been" (three), by S. H. Roper;

"Sleep," by Dr. Louise Cummings ; "Amateur Pho-

tography," by J. A. J. Wilcox; "The Sandwich Isl-

ands," by G. H. Brown ; "Our Sense of Form by

the Eye," by Dr. B. J. Jeffries ; "A Constellation

of Fair Astronomers," by Mrs. S. A. Underwood;

"Color Sense and its Defects," by Dr. B. J. Jeffries ;

"The Guilds of England and Continental Europe, "

by S. H. Brackett; "SomeForms of Energy inMat-

ter," by Prof. Dolbeare of Tufts College; "Missing

Links," by Peter Annet ; "The Southern Problem,"

by Archibald H. Grimke; "Mystery of a Bivalve,"

by Peter Annet; "Instantaneous Photography," by

Prof. W. H. Pickering ; "A Voyage around the

World," by Miss A. E. Newell ; "The Effects on

Society and the Individual of Increasing Speciali-

zation," by B. F. Underwood. The only death

among the members of the class the past yearwas

that of Miss M. A. Hardaker, one of the most

gifted and useful members, and whose loss is

keenly felt.

One of the most popular objections to this Agnosti-

cism is that it involves the denial and destruction of

religion. Religion is commonly assumed to be belief

in, and the worship of, a personal Deity,-a being

very much like man, but greater; a being in whose

image man was made. But, with the progress of

knowledge, men may come to see that the popular

notions of religion are narrow, and that they must in

time be modified and superseded by broader conceр-

tions.... Our own conviction is that religion is based

fundamentally upon the recognition of a Power of

which, as Spencer says, "humanity is but a small and

fugitive product,-a Power which was in the course of

ever-changing manifestations before Humanity was,

and will continue through other manifestations when

Humanity has ceased to be" ; a Power of our relations

towhich all religious dogmas, forms , and ceremonies

are expressions containing, with much error, some

essential element of truth. The germinal conception

of religion is that of a mysterious Power behind phe-

nomena. Superstition commences when the mind

begins to form and fashion this Power in its own

image. But the recognition of the Power will re-

main, when all existing forms under which it is con-

templated shall be regarded as we now regard the

mythologies of Greece and Rome. "No one need

expect then," says Spencer, "that the religious con-

sciousness will die away or will change the lines of

its evolution. Its specialties of form, once strongly

marked and becoming less distinct during past men-

tal progress, will continue to fade; but the substance

of the consciousness will persist." "No more in this

than in other things will evolution alter its general

direction: it will continue along the same lines as

hitherto. And, if we wish to see whither it tends,

we have but to observe how there has been thus far

a decreasing concreteness of the consciousness to

which the religious sentiment is related, to infer that

hereafter this concreteness will further diminish,

leaving behind a substance of consciousness for

which there is no adequate form, but which is none

the less persistent and powerful." As fast as men

come to accept, understand, and assimilate this scien-

tific conception of religion, which is logically a part

of the theory of evolution, they will see the superfi-

ciality and absurdity of every species of theological

anthropomorphism and the groundlessness of their

foolish fears that iconoclasm will obliterate from

thehumanmind anything that is essential and valu-

able in the religious systems of the world or in the

religious sentiment.

ONE of the leading Catholic priests of Detroit,

in a recent sermon, said some unhandsome things

about the secular press, afterward repeating his

charges in the Detroit Post, against editors and

reporters in general. The same paper publishes a

reply from Mr. Thomas Harding, of Sturgis, Mich.,

from which we take the following paragraph :

"Mr. Ryan says, 'There is a great demand in this

age of advanced thought for a new way' ; and he

complains that 'editors and reporters often enter

THE concluding lecture of the course for the

present season, before the Parker Memorial Science

Class, will be delivered next Sunday at the usual

hour, 12.15 P.M., by Mr. D. H. Clark, on "Joseph

Priestley." This organization, which numbers some

seventy members, has during the season now draw-

ing to a close, under the presidency of Mr. John C.

Haynes, done most valuable work, due in a large

degree to the efforts of Mr. D. H. Clark and Miss

Agnes Burke, of the Executive Committee, Mrs.

Buchanan, the efficient Secretary, Mr. S. H. Roper,

and Mr. PeterAnnet, among others. The attend-

ILL can he rule the great that cannot reach the

small.-Spencer .

THE secret of success in life is for a manto be ready

for his opportunity when it comes.-Disraeli.

IRON endurance and uncomplaining renunciation

are the two poles of human force.--Marie Eschenbach.

NATURE is upheld by antagonism . Passions, resist-

ance, danger, are educators . We acquire the strength

we have overcome.-Emerson .

EVERYTHING is good which takes away one play-

thing and delusion more, and drives us home to add

one stroke of faithful work.-Emerson .

THE main token of a strong character is not to

make known every change and phase in thought and

feeling, but to give the world the finished results.-

Auerbach .

Bur very late in life, and that after experiencing

many trials, a man learns to sympathize with a

fallen, feeble brother; to help him without inwardly

enjoying his own goodness and strength; to humbly

understand and appreciate the naturalness, nay, the

unavoidableness, of committing a wrong sometimes.-

Turgenief.

STELLA AMICA.

With weary feet I passed the city wall:

The night was near, the mountains far away;

And, as the glow of full-blown rose, the day,

Too beautiful, was blushing to its fall.

Ipaused to rest,-the dark was over all.

Lo ! one by one, from out her sable cloak,

The bright-eyed children of the night awoke,

And answered gleaming to my silent call.

Like stars of hope,-the stars that ever lift

The soul from doubt and darkness into light,-

So thou, my friend, shin'st through the woodland rift,

And, lo! I stand uponthe mountain height.

Below, the valley glimmers as the deep,

Where ships at anchor ride and sailors sleep.

WILLIAM ORDWAY PARTRIDGE.
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BOSTON , JUNE 4, 1885.

THE INDEX is published every Thursday, at No. 44 Boyl-

ston Street, Boston, by an incorporated Board of Trustees

nominated by the Free Religious Association. Terms .

Threedollars per year, in advance.

THE objects of THE INDEX may be defined by the objects

of the Free Religious Association ; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-

lowship in the spirit, and to encourage the scientific study

of man's religious nature and history" ; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks

these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.

It would subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations-the Christian no less

than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipate Re-

ligion frombondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-

tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

may be put more effectually to the service of a higher

Morality and an improved Social Welfare.

WILLIAM J. POTTER,

BENJAMIN F. UNDERWOOD, ::::: :} Editors.

NO WRITERS in THE INDEX, editorial or other, are to be

regarded as speaking in behalf of the Free ReligiousAsso-

ciationas awhole; nor is any writer to be held responsible
for any opinions expressed in its columns except his own.

For all unsigned editorial matter, B. F. UNDERWOOD, the

office editor, is responsible.

ALL communications intended for the paper and all

business letters should be addressed to B. F. UNDERWOOD,

the Business Manager, 44 Boy ston Street, Boston, towhose

order all checks and drafts for THE INDEX should be

made payable. Letters for Mr. POTTER should be ad-

dressed to him, at New Bedford, Mass.

PAPERS are forwarded until an explicit order is

received by the publishers to discontinue, and until pay-

ment of all arrearages is made. The change of date on the

address label is a receipt for renewal, and no other receipt

will be sent unless specially requested.

For The Index.

REPORT OF THE ANNUAL MEETING

OF THE

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION.

The annual meeting of the Free Religious Asso-

ciation for 1885 opened with a business session

Thursday evening, May 28, 1885, in the ParkerMe-

morial Hall, Boston. The President, Mr. Wm. J.

Potter, occupied the chair, and Mr. F. M. Holland

acted as Secretary. The record of the last annual

meeting was read, and approved.

The Treasurer, John C. Haynes, presented his

report, as follows :-

1884.

Report of Treasurer,

Receipts.

May 29. Balance on hand as per last year's report $24.88

30. Membership and patrons' fees , and dona-

tions collected at the business and

convention meetings....
June 20. From sale of tickets to the Festival ......

Oct. 4. Receipts from Social Supper, above ex-

penses

Nov. 24. From F. A. Hinckley, collections at

Florence Convention

1885.

May 28. From sale of reports and tracts at office

during year..

"

1884.

28. From memberships and patrons' fees,

and donations during the year.....

28. Dr. W. A. Rust, special donation .........

Disbursements .

June 2. Travelling expenses

"

"

of

speakers

tion meetings ...

Convention

9. Rent of Parker Memorial, for Conven-

10. New EnglandWoman's Club, charge for

two business meetings

" 20. Rent of Meionaon, expense of caterer,

and cost of music for Festival.

167.71

206.59

.39

39.93

4.70

222.10

$666.30

18.51

$684.81

$82.58

50.00

4.00

.......

206.50

42.80

66.66

July 29. Advertising expenses of Festival ........

Aug. 13. Salary of Geo. H. Foster, for May and
June

Nov. 8. J. M. W. Yerrington, for reporting......

24. Expenses of Florence Convention

1885.

Jan. 8. RentofWoman's Club Room, formeeting

22. Expense of social supper given in De-

cember, above the receipts
May 28. Rent of office eleven months, to May 1...
"

14.00

51.00

3.00

16.90

137.50

9.87

$684.81

JOHN C. HAYNES, Treasurer.

28. Various expenses during the year........

BOSTON, May 28, 1885.

Voted, That the report be accepted.

The report of the Executive Committee was

then read by the Assistant Secretary, F. M. Hol-

land:-

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

The past year has been one of intense political

excitement, involving some unusual differences in

opinion among people who had hitherto agreed

substantially. Our work could not therefore be

begun as early or continued as actively as would

otherwise have been the case. One field has, how-

ever, been entered with some success.

Secularization.

The annual business meeting for 1884 resolved,

"That the Executive Committee be recommended

to labor in protecting witnesses in court from mo-

lestation on account of theological disbelief, as

well as in otherwise secularizing the State."

The sub-committe intrusted with this duty

found such preparations already made in Massa-

chusetts that they concluded to present apetition

to the Legislature of that State, asking for a repeal

of the law discrediting witnesses. This received

fivehundred and sixty names,but was rejected by

the Senate on February 17. The Legislature ap-

peared less favorable than a year ago. Fearing

that this petition would not by itself attract suf-

ficient notice, it was thought best to ask also for

the taxation of the churches in Massachusetts, and

one thousand and sixty signatures were obtained

accordingly. This request also was refused; but

two full hearings were given by the taxation com-

mittee of the General Court, and so fully reported

in the daily newspapers as to present the argu-

ments on both sides to many readers who had

thought little on the subject. Similar attention

was given to the speeches in the Senate about the

repeal of the statute against atheists. The New

York Nation published a strong editorial in favor

of this reform, as did other influential papers.

The addresses delivered in support of these peti-

tions were published in full, not only in The Index,

but in the Investigator, the Agnostic of Philadel-

phia, the Freethinkers' Magazine of Salamanca,

N.Y., and the Religio-Philosophical Journal of

Chicago. Many comments from various points of

view appeared in the religious as well as the sec-

ular press. Much time was devoted to the sub-

ject, not only in the convention of this Association

at Florence and its December supper in Boston, of

which events full notice will be given later, but

also in the regular meetings of the Liberal Union

Club and the Ingersoll Secular Society. For the

aid rendered by these organizations and many in-

dividuals we now express our thanks.

This method of attracting public notice to our

great principle-namely, that government ought

not to interfere with religious belief or disbelief-

proved so efficacious that we resolved to bring out

next year the defects in the Sunday laws. An

article on those in Massachusetts was prepared at

our request, by a lawyer, and published in The

Index for February 26. It was thus found that

two decisions of the Supreme Court of that Com-

monwealth are still in force,-one preventing the

collection of damages for fraud committed on Sun-

day, the other permitting anyone who purchases
property on that day to keep it, without paying

for it.

The annexed petitionwas accordingly prepared,
and signatures are now solicited. Copies for cir-

culation may be obtained at The Index office, or

by addressing Box 61, Concord, Mass.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

To the Honorable, the Senate and House of Represent-

atives, in General Court assembled :-

Your petitioners, citizens of Massachusetts, respect-

fully represent that the Supreme Judicial Court of

this Commonwealth has decided that "an action

cannot be maintained for a deceit practised in the

exchange of horses on the Lord's day" (Robeson v.

French,12 Met. 24), and also that payment cannot be

enforced for goods sold and delivered on Sunday,

eventhough kept by the purchaser. (Myers v. Mein-

rath, 101 Mass. 366, and Cranson v. Goss, 107 Mass.

441.) To prevent repetition of such injustice, your

petitioners ask that a lawmay be enacted substan-

tially as follows:-

"1. The provisions of chapter 98 of the Public Stat-

utes, relating to the observance of the "Lord's day,"

shall not constitute adefence to anaction for damages

for fraud committed on that day. 2. The provisions

of chapter 98 of the Public Statutes, relating to the

observance of the "Lord's day," shall not constitute

adefenceto an action for the value of real estate or

personal property, sold and delivered on that day and

afterwards retained by the buyer. 3. This actto

take effect upon its passage."

An organization in active sympathy with this

Association will, we hope, petition the next Gen-

eral Court to amend the law against Sunday

amusements. Some attempt has already been

made to induce friends in other States to petition

either for changes in the Sunday laws, for the tax-

ation of churches, or for the protection of wit-

nesses against discredit or exclusion on account

of unbelief.

We cordially invite all interested in these re-

forms to correspond with the secretaries of the

Association. We hope for such a response as will

enable us to take some steps toward carrying out

more thoroughly than ever before a plan adopted

by this committee more than four years ago, as

follows:-

Voted, That acommitteebe appointed tohavecharge

of all measures, including the appointment of sub-

committees in different cities,looking to the emanci-

pation of the public schools and the purification of

the laws from all sectarian influences.

Such work can be done by no one so well as by

this Association, and we now call upon our friends

in all parts of the country to help us extend it far

andwide.

Conventions.

The regular annual convention was held on the

morning and afternoon of Friday, May 30. The

first session was devoted to a description of the

Ethical Culture movement by Messrs. William M.

Salter, W. L. Sheldon, and S. B. Weston. Various

phases of religious thought were presented that

afternoon by Prof. William T. Harris, Mr. C. D. B.

Mills, Mrs. Clara M. Bisbee, and Capt. Robert C.

Adams.

Aconvention was also held in Florence, Mass. ,

by the invitation, and at the expense of, the Free

Congregational Society of that place. On the

evening of November 19, "The Religion of the

Nineteenth Century" was set forth by Mr. Potter,

who was followed by Rev. J. C. Kimball, of Hart-

ford, Ct. The next morning, addresses on "Secu-

larization" were delivered by Messrs. F. M. Hol-

land and B. F. Underwood. That afternoon, the

management of liberal Sunday-schools was fully

discussed by Mrs. Spencer and Mrs. Bond, of

Florence, and Messrs. Hinckley, Underwood, and

Lilly. All the speakers agreed that doctrinal in-

struction should not be given in schools supported

even in part by agnostics. The evening session

brought out an essay by Mr. Hinckley on the

"Human Question," another by Miss Eastman on

"Our Duty to speak our Utmost Thought," and a

plea forphilanthropybyMrs. Diaz .
Those of our friends who wish for conventions

near their homes during the coming year will

findus glad to make anyarrangements not likely

to throw too great expense upon the Association.

Social Suppers.

In compliance with the vote at the last business

meeting, suppers were held in Parker Fraterni
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Hall on Wednesday, October 1, and Wednesday,

December 10. On the former occasion, Mr. Potter

presided. Miss Eastman showed our duty to speak

our utmost thought, remarks on the same subject

were made by Messrs. Hinckley and Applebee,

and much time was given to social intercourse.

In December, the secularization movement was

discussed by Col. T. W. Higginson, the chairman,

Messrs. Holland, Hinckley, Babcock, and Cobb,

and Mrs. Clara M. Bisbee. The plans for holding

a similar meeting during the spring could not be

carried out successfully. We recommend that a

similar supper be held next fall in Boston, to be

followed by others as maybe found expedient.

"The Index," and Other Publications.

No concerted action in behalf of The Index has

been necessary during the past year. We take

great pleasure in mentioning that this paper is

still admirably conducted, as it has always been,

and that ithas recently received severalimportant

articles, especially from new contributors. We

cordially recommend it as the ablest utterance of

advanced thought.

No other put lications have appeared under the

direct auspices of the Association. The great

principles of religious freedom and mental prog-

ress have been advocated during the past year by

many authors on their own responsibility. Among

these new books of value to our cause, we will

only speak of Johnson's Persia, the continuation

of agreat literary work.

Finances and Membership.

One reason that more was not attempted during

the year is the low condition of the treasury.

Twelve months ago, the balance on hand was

less than $25. Now there is a deficit, as will be

seen from the treasurer's report. Our expenses

were but slightly in excess of those for the prev-

ious year. Our receipts were more than $150 less.

In fact, they are less than those reported for

any other year during our whole history. Five

years ago, we found that our receipts and collec-

tions amounted to nearly four times as much as

we have to account for now. It is true that our

membership was then but slightly larger than at

present. In fact, it depends mainly on how

much special effort is made in that direction at

our conventions and festivals. We desire to

make it clearly understood that we are always

ready to welcome accessions to our ranks. For

the next year, we shall have to increase our re-

ceipts at least fifty per cent., in order to wipe out

this deficit, and avoid another. If we are to hold

any conventions but the annual one, or publish

any more pamphlets, we must be helped accord-

ingly. The officers of this Association will gladly

and promptly use all the funds which our friends

will place at our disposal. We recommend that

greater efforts than before be made, not only to

enlarge our membership, but to procure contribu-

tions during the Convention and Festival to-mor-

row, as well as throughout the year.

In Memoriam.

riched by her earnest and thoughtful essays.

Political economy she treated with especial power;

and her translation of a French work on this

subject, now assuming unprecedented importance,

has become a text-book in American colleges.

Her researches and discoveries as a botanist had

won the admiration of scientific men throughout

New England. Her study of Mill, Spencer, and

Huxley, led her to desire ardently, as she said

herself, "to substitute knowledge for ignorance,

right for wrong, truth for superstition, freedom

for slavery, character for creed, catholicity for

bigotry, love for hate, humanitarianism for secta-

rianism, devotion to universal ends for absorption

in selfish schemes." With these views, she be-

came an agnostic. Not long before her death,

she wrote thus to a friend: "I am more and more

sensible, as I recede from the active scenes of

life, of the surpassing value of a philosophy

which is the natural growth of experience and

study,-perhaps I may be allowed to say, the

progression of a life. While, conscious as Ihave

been of being encompassed by ignorance on every

side, I cannot but acknowledge that philosophy

has opened my way before me, and given a staff

into myhand, and thrown a light upon my path,

so as to have long delivered me from doubt and

fear. It has, moreover, been the joy of my life,

harmonizing and animating all its details, and

making existence itself a festival." She was still

in full mental vigor when she was taken from us

last July, and "laid to rest beneath the wild

flowers which she loved so well."

While we mourn, in common with all free souls ,

over the irreparable loss of Victor Hugo, we must

also remember some sad gaps in our own ranks .

Among the speakers at our last business meeting

was Miss Emily J. Leonard. But little more

than ayearprevious, she read a paper on the "Rela-

tions of Church and State in Connecticut," her own

State, at our convention in New Haven. The Index

and the Woman's Journal have often been en-

*This report was prepared while the amount of receipts

for the year seemed likely to be much less than finally

proved to be the case. In fact, the treasurer's report did

show a deficit when it was first presented; but this lack

was made up during the meeting by the gift of W. A.
Rust, M.D.

Early last autumn, another student of Herbert

Spencer, Miss Martha A. Hardaker, closed her

labors as a brilliant and fearless journalist.

Great attention had been excited by her powerful

articles in the North American Review and Popu-

lar Science Monthly on woman suffrage, in regard

to which she took the opposite side from that

held by Miss Leonard. The criticism on Emerson

and Matthew Arnold, which she published in the

Transcript, as literary editor, was widely praised

as a masterpiece. Many essays of great value

came from her pen to The Index, one of whose

editors remarks that she was better entitled to

the degrees she held, of M.A. and Ph.D., than

are the majority of men on whom these honors are

bestowed. He also says, "Of the Parker Memo-

rial Science Class, she was an active and leading

spirit," and adds, "A more thorough-going mate-

rialist than was Miss Hardaker we never knew,

nor expect to meet." It is pleasant to remember

that her death was brave and calm, as had been

all her life. She, too, passed away in the prime

of mental activity, leaving a gap among our

active supporters which we cannot easily fill.

he was the most eloquent of Abolitionists, except

Wendell Phillips. Curiously enough, the great

anti-slavery movement, which swept so many

other men out of the pulpit, carried Channing

back into it, and enabled him to do peculiarly

good service toward the final emancipation while

Unitarian pastor at Washington. When he came

back from England, and spoke at our Convention

in Parker Memorial Hall five years ago, he still

seemed much more at home with us than with the

Unitarian organizations. At this last visit, he

was working for a new reform, and trying to raise

men to a higher standard of purity. We have

still his memoirs of his saintly uncle andhis noble

friend, Margaret Fuller; but his best legacy is

that of a life spent in tireless self-sacrifice for

the poor, the oppressed, and the fallen. No one

whom he met, even at the Five Points in New

York, seemed to him sunk too low to be lifted up ;

and, even to the last,his faith in progress kept him

ever young.

Winter, too, silenced an earnest voice, not un-

familiar or unwelcome to the friends of progress .

William Henry Channing was then in his seventy-

fifth year, having been born exactly seven years

later than Ralph Waldo Emerson, who once spoke

of him as

"The evil time's sole patriot."

Each of the four seasons found avictim among

our best friends. We need look back only to

April 14 to see the last honors paid in Parker

Memorial Hall to one of the most active and

influential supporters of the society which meets

there, as well as of the principles embodied in this

Association. Charles W. Slack had labored, like

Channing, for the slave, and in close sympathy

with Parker, Sumner, and Andrew. For the past

twenty years, he had presented advanced ideas

of religion, morality, and literature, as editor of

the Commonwealth, and had also done much for

social progress in the Art Club, the Massachusetts

Charitable Association, the Press Association, and

the General Court. He had also held an honored

place in the civil service of the United States.

His sixty years had not taken away his vigor, and

his loss was widely and keenly felt .

His birthplace, Boston, was always dear to his

heart. After graduating at Harvard College and

the Cambridge Divinity School, he abstained from

taking a parish until doubts, which he was too

loyal to truth to drive away, had been laid to rest

by his admiration of the philanthropic influence

whichhe saw exerted by Christianity. His scepti-

cism was soon reawakened by the great Transcen-

dental agitation; and he was man enough to leave

his pulpit at Cincinnati, and devote himself for

some years wholly to social reform. He became

an active advocate of peace, temperance, and

Fourierism, a leader at Brook Farm, and a

mighty assailant of slavery. Col. Higginson says

Nothing shows better the width of our platform

than the cordiality with which we can lament

at once the early Free-Soiler and the early Aboli-

tionist, the Transcendental Unitarian and the

scientific materialist, the advocate and the oppo-

nent of woman suffrage, the politician, the clergy-

man, the journalist, and the botanist. They were

all faithful servants of humanity.

Voted, That the Report be accepted.

The committee on nominating officers reported

through Mr. H. P. Hyde; and the officers named

were elected, as follows : President, William J.

Potter, New Bedford, Mass. Vice-Presidents, Oc-

tavius B. Frothingham, Boston, Mass.; Felix

Adler, New York City; George W. Curtis, Staten

Island, N.Y.; Edward L. Youmans, New York

City ; Frederick Schuenemann-Pott, San Fran-

cisco, Cal.; Thomas Wentworth Higginson, Cam-

bridge, Mass.; Elizabeth B. Chace, Providence,

R.I.; George Hoadley, Cincinnati, Ohio; Nathan-

iel Holmes, Cambridge, Mass.; Rowland G. Haz-

ard, Peacedale, R.I.; Bernhard Felsenthal, Chicago,

Ill.; Annie L. Diggs, Lawrence, Kansas. Secre-

tary, F. M. Holland, Concord, Mass. Assistant

Secretary, Miss A. A. Brigham, Boston, Mass.

Treasurer, John C. Haynes, 451 Washington

Street, Boston, Mass. Directors, Four Years :

F. A. Hinckley, Providence, R.I.; W. A. Rust,

M.D., Boston ; Mrs. Phœbe M. Kendall, Cam-

bridge. Two Years : to fill avacancy, D. G. Cran-

don, Chelsea, Mass.

Messrs. J. L. Whiting and G. A. Stevens and

Miss Helen M. Ireson were appointed a committee

to choose a nominating committee for next year.

The Report of The IndexTrustees was presented

by their President, Mr. Potter, and accepted.

The President of the Association then asked if

there were any further business, and suggested



THE INDEX JUNE 4 1885 585

the gree

Chasing

P

atr

We

bis

Thet

kepa

Pa

+

A

:

that anymemberwas at liberty topropose changes

in the Constitution orbring forward any plan he

might think important for increasing the efficiency

of the Association. Mr. B. F. Underwood moved

that the Executive Committee be requested to con-

sider the propriety of altering the first article of

the Constitution, so as to make it read as follows :-

This organization shall be called the Free Religious

Association, its objects being to encourage the scien-

tific study of religion in all its aspects, to increase fel-

lowship in the spirit, and to promote the practical

interests of morality.

Insupport of the motion, Mr. Underwood said :-

This proposed substitute recognizes the existence

of religion as a fact, differing from the first article

of the Constitution, as it now stands, in avoiding pos-

sible implications to which objection may be and

have beenmade. The words "pure religion" seem to

imply that the Association distinguishes between re-

ligion that is pure or genuine and religion that is

not pure or genuine, especially since it declares that

one of its objects is to "promote the practical interests

ofpure religion." But, since it does not attemptto

state what "pure religion" is, since it allows every

member to define the word "religion" to suit himself,

there seems to be a manifest impropriety in the state-

ment that one object of the Association is to promote

the"practical interests of pure religion." The Asso-

ciation, as such, cannot declare what"pure religion"

is; for article second says that"nothing in the name

or Constitution of the Association shall ever be con-

strued as limiting membership by any test of specu-

lative opinion or belief, or as defining the position of

the Association, collectively considered, with ref-

erenceto any such opinion or belief," etc.

Whether religion should be defined as "the expres-

sion of man's relation to the universe," as I think it

should, agreeing here withMr. Potter, or "the effort of

man to perfect himself," as Mr. Abbot defines it, or

belief in and worship of a Supreme Intelligence;

whether the object of religion shouldbe regarded as

apersonal creator, as is commonly believed, or as the

ultimate Mystery of being, as Spencer holds, or as

Humanity, as Positivists teach, the Free Relig-

ious Association does not undertake to say. Why,

then, should it in its Constitution speak of promoting

"the practical interests of pure religion" ? If it be

said that "the practical interests of pure religion"

are identical with the practical interests of morality,

Imust say that that depends altogether upon the

definition given to the words "pure religion"; and,

bythe terms of its Constitution, the Free Religious

Association is debarred from giving any definition.

If the words "practical interests of morality" cover

the actual meaning of the Association, why not use

them instead of using the expression "the practical

interests of pure religion" ? If the words 'the prac-

tical interests of morality" do not mean all that is

meant by the expression "the practical interests of

pure religion," then there should be an unambigu-

ous statement of just whatmore is implied in the lat-

ter statement.

An implication in the Constitution of a theory or

doctrine, assent to which is not required as a condi-

tionofmembership, is less excusable in the FreeRelig-

ious Association than in the American Unitarian

Association . This Association should contain noth-

ing in its Constitution to prevent the consistent

membership of men like Darwin, who said there

were two things in the world that he could not see

the need of, one of which was religion. A deficiency

this indicates, some of you may say; but his defini-

tion of religion did not probably include what you

mean by the word. Indeed, it maybe affirmed that

any religion, the teachings of which he did not

embody in his character and illustrate by his long

and useful life, marked by unsurpassed love of

truth, rare modesty and magnanimity, generous

regard for others, fondness for nature and knowl-

edge of her curious ways, as well as by vast services

tothe cause of human enlightenment and progress,-

any religion, I say, the essential elements of which

were not embodied and illustrated in such a charac-

ter and life, the leaders of the Free Religious Associ-

ation can hardly consider "pure religion" or religion

worthy their encouragement.

Miss Emily J. Leonard, one of the clearest thinkers

and one of the bravest, mostjust, and most conscien-

tious women I ever knew, although heartily in sym-

pathy with the work of the Free Religious Associa-

tion, which she generously aided with her voice, her

pen, and her money, could not join the Association

because of the very article for which I have proposed

asubstitute. She was present at the business meet-

ing one year ago; and some of you may remember

her remarks, urging some of the objections I have

mentioned. She regarded the first article of the

Constitution as a statement designed to be broad,

and actually so from a theological stand-point, but

from which the founders of the Association had not

been able to keep out entirely their theology, since

theyhad assumed that there was a "pure religion"

the "practical interests" of which should be pro-

moted, although endeavoring to make the assumption

undogmatic and colorless by saying, virtually, to the

members, "This expresses our meaning; but it doesn't

commit you to anything, for you are at liberty to

define religion to mean anything you choose."

I express not only my own wish, but I believe

that of many, when I say I should be pleased to see

the first article of the Constitution so modified as to

remove the objection which kept from joining the

Association so intellectual and worthy a woman as

Miss Leonard, and which keeps from us others who

are quite as desirous as any among us to encourage

the scientific study of religion, and to promote

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth.

If the Association is true to the letter and the

spirit of the second article of its Constitution, it can

make no distinction either in the language of its

Constitution or in its management between religious

liberals or liberals who are not religious; i.e. , if the

word "religious" is used to distinguish any class of

speculative or theoretical beliefs . In so far as any

such distinction is made, the Association must fall

short of realizing that freedom of thought, liberality

of sentiment, and impartial fairness to all its mem-

bers, which are declared in the Constitution to be

its governing principles.

The Constitution of the Free Religious Association

represented a decided advance when it was adopted;

and the influence of theAssociation under this Con-

stitution has, without doubt, contributed to broaden

and liberalize Unitarianism, and to make possible

such acongress of churches as was held in Hartford

this month. But, if the Association is to continue a

radical and progressive body, it is time now to make

another advance, and preparatory thereto the pro-

posed revision of the Constitution seems to me de-

mandedby common fairness as well as by the inter-

ests of the Association.

Mr. Holland, Mr. Hinckley, Mr. Ballou, and

Mrs. Bisbee urged the desirability of the motion,

which, however, was opposed by Messrs. Whiting,

Whipple, Applebee, and Henshaw. The last-

named gentleman proposed a substitute, allowing

the Executive Committee to consider any sugges-

tions offered. Mr. Hinckley moved an amend-

ment authorizing them to consider Mr. Under-

wood's plan and any other suggestions. This was

adopted, and the meeting adjourned at 11 P.M.

F. M. HOLLAND, Secretary.

For The Index.

THE DEATH OF RAFAEL.

Translated from theGermanbyGOWAN LEE.

Cardinal Bibieno describes to his niece Maria(the

affianced bride of Rafael), in a letter, the death of the

immortal master as follows:-

"Out of a twofold night,-a darkened earth and

adarkened soul,-I send to thee these lines. The

wreath which our dear friend on that memorable

evening handed to thee lies withered, like himself.

It lies like a symbol of resignation at the foot of the

crucifix, before which thou prayest daily. That pain-

ful presentiment of thine has been fulfilled. Rafael

has left us. Thou, who wert appointed to be a true

companion unto him, art now the bride of heaven.

Rafael isdead! His burning soul consumed all that

was mortal of him,leaving to us only that which is

immortal. Good Friday was his birthday: it is also

theday of his death. In the flower of life and in the

midst of happiness tohave been thus snatched away!

"When I think of all that he did in these seven and

thirty years for the glory of the Church and of the

nation, I am filled with devout reverence for the

human soul. Look at the picture of the Madonna

which he but recently painted for the monastery of

the holy Sixtus in Piacenza; look into the eyes, into

the eyes of the young Saviour. It was painted, like

any other picture, by means of the hand and the

brush; but the sublimity of theheavens meets you in

these eyes. He who had the power to paint them

belonged no more to this earth.

"My letter of yesterday informed you that for three

days we feared the worst. Rafael himself was the

most composed among us. He spoke of time and

eternitywith the utmost calm. Then, having tried to

comfort us, he made his will. As I walked this even-

ing from his Holiness toRafael's dwelling, asoft light

and a sweet fragrance seemed to fill the air. The

peace of God had fallen upon the solemn city of

Rome; and, as I entered the house, hope was re-

newed within me, and I felt strengthened.

"In the sick-chamber, I found Count Castiglione,

the fathersAntonio and Domenico, the painterGiulio,

and others. Rafael's couch had been moved to the

window, which stood wide open. Never before had

Rafael appeared so beautiful. Could ithave been the

effect of the evening light, or was it his near victory

over earth ? Theskinwas moretransparent, thebrown

artist-eyes more brilliant than ever. He was holding

some spring flowers, but laid them to one side when

Ihanded to him thy wreath of roses. Then he raised

thecross tohis lips ashe murmured, 'Maria.' Though

his voice was clear, the words seemedbreathed rather

than spoken. Then I communicated to him the mes-

sage sent by his Holiness: 'Dear Rafael, let the sym-

pathy of the highest as well as of the lowest be to

thee amotive to linger longer among us. ' He smiled

mournfully.

"Castiglione then spoke: 'Thou shalt, thou must

live. Through that which thou hast done hast thou

awakened in us the desire for that which thou canst

accomplish. Thy favorite thought- that ancient

Rome with its palaces and marble temples, its tri-

umphal arches and statues, be reconstructed-is not

yet realized.'

""Yes, I wished it rebuilt,' answered he; 'and, if

Godhadgrantedme longer life, my wish would have

been realized.'

""Do not speak, ' said I, almost reproachfully, 'as if

recovery were hopeless.'

"'Father,' replied he, 'to leave this earth is not easy

to me. Could I but describe to you the longing

which takes hold of me as the daylight disappears !

My soul clings to yonder sunbeam which lingers

upon the hill. How beautiful is the world! How

lovely is the human countenance! Ah! to take leave

ofall this without a hope of awaking on the morrow!'

'Beloved,' cried I, 'forget not that the Saviour died,

that we are going from the darkness of earth to meet

an eternal day.' 'How could I forget that ?" said he;

'but the earth is wonderfully beautiful!'

"Apause ensued. Castiglione took hold ofRafael's

hand, while the latter gazed through the open win-

dow to the hill upon which the soft radiance of the

departing day seemed to rest. Then, turning his

glance upward to where Hesperus like a messenger

ofheaven shone, ' I shall see Dante!' he exclaimed.

"At this moment, some one drew the curtain from

Rafael's last picture, the 'Transfiguration. ' We wept

aloud as we looked at the immortal work of the

mortal hand. Rafael's features changed suddenly.

He began to speak with difficulty. Twice I heard

that saying of Plato's, 'Beautiful is the reward of

victory, and hope is great. ' He supposed that thou

wert present, and begged thee to lay thy hand upon

his forehead. Giulio threw himself down upon the

couch, and sobbed aloud. I called upon all to kneel

and to pray for the passing soul. Helped by two of

us, he raised himself, and, with his now lustreless

eyes staring into vacancy, asked, 'Where does the

sun shine from?' 'Rafael,' I cried, 'do you know

me? How do you feel? At first, he appeared not

to have heard. Then he whispered, 'Happy. ' The

peaceful expression of his countenance corroborated

the speech. He said no more, but quietly passed

through the final struggle.

"Night had come, when the long, solemn stillness

was broken by the words, 'He is dead!" "

AGREAT many things we say can be made to ap-

pear contradictory, simply because they are partial

views of a truth, and may often look unlike at first,

as a front view of a face and its profile often do.-

O. W. Holmes.
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CORRESPONDENCE .

WASHINGTON NOT A BELIEVER IN CHRIS-

TIANITY.

Editors of The Index:-

In The Index of May 21, Mr. Underwood has an ex-

cellent article, in which he argues against the Congre-

gationalist that Gen. Washington did not believe in

Christianity as a revelation from heaven, but was a

Deist. He quotes from Jefferson's works , where the

author says that "Dr. Rush told him [Jefferson] that

he [Rush] had it from Asa Green that when the clergy

addressed Gen. Washington," etc.

that refusal, migrated to this country, and have ever

since, with their descendants, been struggling to get

this nation to re-enact substantially the Solemn

League and Covenant. Dr. Wilson travelled much

all over this country, and made it his particular busi-

ness to become acquainted with the persons and re-

ligiousviews of ourleading statesmen and politicians,

so as to form a judgment as to the prospect of getting

the republic to change its Constitution and acknowl-

edge Christ as king de facto as well as de jure of this

and all other nations, as the people of England and

Scotlanddid in the seventeenth century. The doctor

was an eccentric man; and on a certain communion

occasion, which was always a great time for testimony

bearing and renewing the oath of thecovenant,dur-
ing the"log cabin and hard cider" campaign in 1840,

he prayed most earnestly that the officials of this gov-

ernment might be converted to God, and "if they did

not repent of their infidelity, and do works meet for

repentance by acknowledging God and his Son Jesus

Christ in the organic law, he would sweep them out

of existence, one and all, Tippecanoe and Tyler too."

Now, if there ever were such aman in existence as

Asa Green at all, he occupied no position of promi-

nence in thatday. But there was such aman as the

Rev. Dr. Ashbel Green, who began his career as a

soldier in the Revolutionary army, studied divinity

afterward under the Rev. Dr. Witherspoon, the Pres-

ident of Princeton College, and who was the only

clerical member of the Congress which signed the

Declaration of Independence. Dr. Green was pastor

of the Second Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia,

was elected and served as chaplain to Congress dur-

ing the eight years that body sat in Philadelphia,

afterward became the President of Princeton Col.

lege,New Jersey, and by his high character and bene-

factions was spoken of for half a century, till he

died, as the "Father of the Presbyterian Church."

Dr. Green was my great-uncle, he having been the

brother of my father's mother. It was during his

long residence in Philadelphia that I became inti-

mately acquainted with him, as a relative, a stu-

dent of theology at Princeton, and a minister of

the same presbytery to which he belonged. In the

annals of the Presbyterian Church in the United

States, no name shines more illustriously for all the

virtues and for his devotion to the interests of that

body than that of Dr. Green. I say this, which every

Presbyterian will gladly acknowledge, because his

testimony is so valuable in settling the question in

debate, whether Washingtonwas or was not a be-

liever in the Christian religion. Many an hour dur-

ingmy student and clergymandays did I spend with

him in his study at 150 Pine Street, Philadelphia, lis-

tening tohis interesting and instructive conversation

on Revolutionary times and incidents. As chaplain

to Congress, he was well acquainted with Washing-

ton; and, upon the General's invitation, very fre-

quently dined with him, and was always requested

to"ask a blessing," which he always did. I recollect

well that, during one of those interviews in his study,

I inquired of him what were the real opinions Wash-

ington entertained on the subject of religion. He

promptly answered pretty nearly in the language

which Jefferson says Dr. Rush used. He explained

more at length the plan laid by the clergy of Phila-

delphia, at the close of Washington's administration

as President, to get his views of religion, for the sake

of thegood influence they supposed it would have in

counteracting the infidelity of Paine and the rest of

the Revolutionary patriots, military and civil. But

I well remember the smile on his face and the

twinkle of his black eye, when he said that "the old

foxwas too cunning for us . " He affirmed, in conclud-

ing his narrative, what, from his long and intimate

acquaintance with Washington, he knew to be the

case, that, while he respectfully conformed to the

religious customs of society by generally going to

church on Sundays, Washington had no belief at all

in the divine origin of the Bible or of the Jewish or

Christian religions. If he had any religion at all, it

was that of Deism.

As no man in the world ever knew who "Asa

Green" was, and not one in a thousand now know

who Dr. Wilson was, although a distinguished man

inhis day; and as the weight of their testimony upon

the point in dispute depends on their character and

knowledge as witnesses, I have given you some facts

cencerning them, which ought to settle the question

indispute.

When a churchman, instead of giving substantial

proofs of the truth of his religion, goes round beg-

ging and even claiming the indorsement of great

names outside of the Church, as the religionists are

now doing in the case of Washington and Lincoln, it

seems to betray a consciousness that their religion

needs bolstering up. Truth stands self-respectfully

and independently on its own legs, scorns all compro-

mise, and asks no favors except a candid hearing of

its proofs . Error hobbles along on borrowed stilts,

and, conscious of its weakness, looks out all the time

for some extraneous support to keep itself from fall-

ing. A. B. BRADFORD .

Another man's authority is quoted in Mr. Under-

wood's article to the same point. It is that of the

Rev. Dr. Wilson. This gentleman also I knew per-

sonally; and he was a welcome guest under my roof,

when he officiated on a"sacramental occasion" at a

church in my neighborhood. Dr. Wilson was a very

learned, pious, and zealous minister in the Reformed

Presbyterian,or, as we would now say for sake of dis-

tinction, the God-in-the-Constitution Church, called

Covenanters . These men were the immediate de-

scendants of those persons who came from Scotland

to this country on the accession of William and Mary

to the English throne. These sovereigns and their

Parliament refused to recognize the binding obliga-

tion of the solemn league and covenant which had

been taken and subscribed several times by King

Charles II., and by all ranks in the three Kingdoms

of Scotland, England, and Ireland, and, because of

ENON VALLEY, PA., May 22, 1885 .

THE HARTFORD CONGRESS OF CHURCHES .

Editors of The Index:-

ordinate condition in the Church, that she meekly

accepts the situation and often bequeaths her prop-

erty to it, while it teaches her subjection, and moulds

public opinion, and shapes legislation against her en-

franchisement.

Our ecclesiastics seem determined to verify Mrs.

Stanton's assertion, that the Church and the pulpit

are the worst opponents of woman's advancement

and elevation.

HARTFORD , May 18, 1885.

SILVER COINAGE.

Editors of The Index :-

E. P. C.

The silver question, sure enough, is on us again,

and overtops all other questions of federal legisla-

tion in importance. The arguments of Profs. Sum-

ner and Laughlin in the June North American Review

are in their mainpoints so fallacious and, where they

are not false outright, are so exaggerated and dis-

torted in statement and collation of facts, I am

constrained to offer some comments and criticism.

I must, I am sorry to say, pass over many minor

errors, and address myself to the central fallacies.

The widely heralded Congress of Churches con-

vened in our fair city last week, and spent nearly

three days in discussion. Its ostensible object was

to promote a union of all Christian Churches ; but,

as a local journalist remarked, " If the Congress was

compared to the proverbial 'mountain in labor,' the

apparent result was something much less than a

mouse"-for each member of it departed clinging as

unyieldingly to his own creed and sect as when he

came. Though each reverend divine expressed a

fervent desire for the proposed union, yet it was

obvious enough that he would be loath to accept such

a union, other than based on his own sectarian views .

Every prominent Protestant sect was represented in

the Congress, even the Quakers; but there was one

class of Christian people, who compose two-thirds of

all the membership of the Churches, and without

whom there would be no Protestant Churches, the

women of them, who were represented neither by

person nor proxy. They were utterly ignored. There

was no intimation that women were a part of the

Church, or that a Christian woman ever existed.

Indeed, they forgot or neglected woman more com-

pletely than did a former convocation of Christian

priests and bishops in the sixth century; for they rec-

ognized woman's existence by discussing the ques-

tion of her being classed as human or having a soul,

which some of them denied .

Value is a word or idea which, although the crude-

ness and stupidities of popular usage have dulled its

edge and blurred its outlines, is yet capable ofsuch

a rigid exactitude of definition as to make it at once

a subject and an instrument of scientific treatment

scarcely less severe than a geometric figure. Let us

try to polish up and sharpen it.

Not one woman was tolerated on this platform,

though one well-known Christian woman, member

of a distinguished family of eminent clergymen, and

herself a popular speaker, besought the council, that

consisted of the leading members of the Congress, to

permit her to make a ten minutes' speech on the plat-

form. She was answered that, " according to the

rules adopted by which to govern the Congress, no

woman could be allowed to speak"; yet women are

the most important factors of the Church. A major-

ity of the few men in its congregations are there

only through the influence of women.

Value is market equivalence between two com-

modities or transferable objects of desire. As a quan.

tity, it is as unstable and unfixable as humancaprice.

From its verynature, it can never inhere in any one

thing out of market relation to all other things. The

idea of value emerges in thought only as an ex-

change of two commodities is contemplated; and,

when an exchange takes place, the measuring, or

valuing, is a mutual, perfectly reciprocal process.

This is so where one of the terms is money (purchase

and sale), as where both terms are commodities (bar.

ter). If a bushel of wheat exchanges for a dollar, the

wheat measures, defines, expresses, is the value (pur-

chasing power) of the dollar, exactly as the dollar is

the value (price) of the wheat; and when, afterward

or elsewhere, two bushels of wheat should be the

market equivalent of a dollar, that change of the

market ratio would be as accurately described, as

truthfully stated, by saying that the value (purchas.

ing power) of a dollar has doubled in the wheat mar-

ket as by saying that the value (price) of wheat had

fallen one-half in the money market (price). When I

say the fact would be accurately described by either

of these modes of statement, I mean the fact is both

these things. Whichever phase of the fact you ex-

plicitly affirm, you implicitly, but just as positively,

affirm the other. Value being in the nature of a ratio

between two terms , to be a change in value at all, it

must be a change in each and in both alike, to the

full extent of the change affirmed. If from a market

equivalence of one bushel of wheat to two of corn,

there is a change of that equivalence of one to three,

then the corn value of wheat has raised fifty per cent.

and the wheat value of cornhas fallen one-third. So,

too, if, from one dollar a bushel, wheat becomes

worth only half a dollar, then wheat has fallen one

half in value expressed in money (price),and money

in the wheat market has doubled in value.

No allusion was made to the helpfulness of women

in the Church, though they toil and beg for it, doing

all its drudgery and disagreeable work. Yet woman

hasbeen so long accustomed to this menial and sub-

If, now, such a change being considered a misfort-

une, the question arises which has misbehaved,money

or wheat, no answer is possible except by reference to

some other commodity for mutual comparison.

Now, no one understands the truth and importance

of these propositions better than these professors;

and yet, without any reference to the relation of

either gold or silver to commodities in general or in

particular, but from the mere fact that, whereas

in 1873 one ounce of silver was the market equivalentof

8ounces ofgold, while in 1885 one of silver equals 37

in gold, and between those periods that ratio wildly

and rapidly fluctuated, as shown by a diagram of

fluctuation in price (gold) of silver bullion, the pro-

fessor (1) says that silver is shown to be of very fluct-

uatingvalue, so unstable as to be nogood as a stand-

ard! Such an argument from a broker or from an

editor would not astonish me, but from a professor

of economics puts a terrible strainupon my respect

for the proprieties of discussion.

The least reflection will show that the same dia-

gram shows and affirms the wild fluctuations and

steady rise in the silver price of gold, which, for the
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purposes of this discussion, is a perfectly legitimate

putting ofthe fact,and indeed for every and any pur-

pose, as before shown, is strictly and exactly true.

Statesmanship, however, is not contentwith the brok-

er's view nor the mere travelling in acircle, which the

comparison ofthe two metals alone essentially is. As-

sumingthat one ofthese metalshas beenmisbehaving,

as evidenced by a departure from their ancient value

ratio, the legislator appeals to cotton, iron, lumber,

wheat, and petroleum,-in short, to the aggregate of

the products for effecting the exchanges in which

money is the instrument,-and, lo! the fact is dis-

closed that the misbehavior has been all in gold, and

all since the competitive check upon its value has

been removed by shutting the mints of the world to

silver. You ask, How does that appear ? I answer

from the simple fact that the value (purchasing

power, market equivalence) of money to-day (gold),

in Europe and America, has increased since 1860 (a

point below, if anything, the average of prices prior

to thatdate, certainlybelow the average of aggregate

prices since),-has increased 25 per cent., which is, as

before shown, the same as saying prices have fallen 20

percent. during the very period while silver has been

going down 18percent. I affirm, therefore, that silver

hasremained approximately true, steady, and uniform

toproducts, and gold, under mono-metalism, has been

a false and widely variable measure. Assuming,

then, the criterion of honest payment to bedollars of

the same purchasing power at the time of discharging

as at the time of contracting obligation, then all

debts, except perhaps those made within the last year

or two, are overpaid by the "eighty-two cent silver

dollar." But I repudiate that criterion in toto. It is

wild and impracticable. It is not an ideal, uniform

value unit contracts are made in terms of, however

much such a unit is the ideal which statesmanship

desiderates in monetary legislation; but it is the

precise coin defined by statute, whatever value it

takes on, the thing nominated in the bond. Of

course, the value may be wickedly tampered with by

legislative increase or diminution of the metal com-

posing it. But, if you would see the very rap-rasing

of refined villany only reached by the financiercal

inventiveness of recent times, behold the "bulling"

of all our coins into an abnormal and oppressive

increase of value by legislative limitation of coinage

of standard dollars .

Imust postpone to another paper the further criti-

cism of the arguments of the professors.

CLEVELAND, May 19, 1885.

BOOK NOTICES .

E. D. STARK.

HINDU PHILOSOPHY POPULARLY EXPLAINED. The Or-

thodox System. By Ram Chandra Bose, A.M., of

Lucknow, India, author of Brahmoism, etc. New

York: Funk & Wagnalls, 10 and12 Dey Street.

London, 44 Fleet Street. 1884.

Within a recent period, great interest has been

awakened in the peculiar religious and philosophical

doctrines of the Eastern world, and many books have

interesting reading and free from anything like dry-

ness, notwithstanding the abstruse nature of his sub-

ject. The closing chapter contrasts Hindu and Chris-

tian philosophy, and the author estimates their com-

parative value from the latter's stand-point. Minds

with proclivities toward a broader view of the uni-

verse would take some exceptions to his estimate,

and see in the readiness with which these ancient

Eastern thinkers faced the great problems of exist-

ence, which force themselves on the candid and un-

biassed truth-seeker, in this respect, at least, a supe-

riority over the dogmatic, philosophic thought of

many Christian sects. But their speculations gen-

erally, however much of truth may be involved in

their fundamental ideas, lacking any basis in positive

science, were overlaid in human thought with much

that is, no doubt, fantastic and fanciful in the ex-

treme. F. S.

THE opening article in the Freethinkers' Magazine

for May is "Secularization in Massachusetts," by

F. M. Holland, an able and earnest plea for the taxa-

tion of church property, and for the repeal of the

statute discrediting witnesses on account of disbelief

in God. Other articles are on "The Freethinkers'

School," by Miss Helen H. Gardener; "Rationalism

and Ritualism," by Rev. E. P. Powell; " Spiritual-

ism," by John W. Truesdell; "ACritical Letter," by

Therese Sobieski; "Child Life in Liberalism," by

Miss Susan H. Wixon; "Bigotry," by John George

Hertwig; "An Open Letter," by Mrs. E. D. Slenker ;

"Bigotry in Canada," by Allen Pringle, an article

reprinted from The Index; "New Thanatopsis," poem,

by Welcome Spencer; and extracts from letters, edi-

torials, book reviews, etc. This magazine improves

with every number. Salamanca, N.Y.

Just Published :

TWENTY- FIVE SERMONS

TWENTY- FIVE YEARS.

OF

By WM. J. POTTER.

This volume, published by request of Mr. Potter's Society

at New Bedford, serves as a memorial record of his twenty-

five years' ministry. It contains the first discourse and the

last of the quarter-century, and one from each of the years

between. In respect to subjects, the selection is miscella-

neous; but, in general, the discourses are such as concern

the permanent problems of moral and religious life and

the special problems of modern religious thought. An

Appendix contains an account of the Parish celebration

of the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of Mr. Potter's settle-

ment, with the addresses on that occasion by Thomas M.

Stetson, Esq., and Hon. William W. Crapo.

PRICE $2.00.

For sale at the bookstores. Also sent, postpaid, on

receipt of price, by

THE INDEX,

44 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON.

beenpublishedon this subject; but there is probably THE RISE OF INTELLECTUAL LIBERTY
none that gives a greater amount of information

inregard to the religious philosophy of India in the

same space than does this. The author has spent a

lifetime of study and research into the religious and

philosophic thought of a race and people who seem

to have a genius for metaphysical inquiry, and the

extentand fulness of these speculations are something

that strikes the Western mind with wonder. There

is hardly an idea or theory enunciated by the greatest

metaphysical thinkers of Christendom, and made the

bases of their philosophical systems, but the same can

be found in the thoughts of Hindu philosophy; and,

atthe present time, many minds of culture and acu-

men are accepting a system of theosophy gathered

from the speculations of these Eastern thinkers.

The object of this work is to give acomprehensive

view of the whole field ofHindu philosophy included

in the six different Orthodox systems (so called). The

Heterodox systems are to be treated in a future vol-

ume, should sufficient encouragement be given. The

first two chapters are devoted to an inquiry into the

sources of these philosophies, and the third to their

age. In the succeeding chapters, each of the six great

systems is taken up and treated separately; and, in

them all, light is thrown on subjects upon which the

Western mind has been very imperfectly informed.

And the author has so happy a faculty of condens-

ing the information he imparts that his work is very

FROM THALES TO COPERNICUS.

By FREDERICK MAY HOLLAND,

Author of The Reign of the Stoics. Price $3.50.

The author of this book has chosen amagnificent sub-

ject; and, although it is formidable in extent and much of

It involved in obscurity, and allof it complicated with

great questions of history and human progress, he has yet

been able to throwmuch new light upon that liberalization

of thought which went very unsteadily forward during

twenty-two hundred years, before the great modernmove-

ment of the development for intellectual liberty. The

work is a delineation of tendencies, a series of sketches of

the great minds who atdifferent times and under varied

circumstances, and with unequal effect, have struck for

independence of thought, a presentation of the counter-

forces that have antagonized intellectual liberty, and an

account of the working of all those larger agencies which

have in different degrees hindered or promoted freedom

and independence of thought. Without having subjected

thework to critical scrutiny, we are much impressed by

the evidence it shows of extensive and conscientious

labor, the freshness and interest of its chief subject-mat-

ter, the untrammelled treatment of the subject, and the

vigor of the portrayal of thatlong and agonizing conflict

withbigotryand intolerance, religious and political, public

and private, which is the price of our modern liberty of

thinking.-Popular ScienceMonthly.

The volume shows remarkable research, keen powers of

analysis and comparison, close reasoning, and fairness of

judgment. It will be found an invaluable help to the stu-

dent, who will be glad to learn that the author contem-

plates a second volume, which will bring the subject down

tothe timeof the FrenchRevolution.-Boston Transcript.

For sale atTHE INDEX office, 44 Boylston Street, Boston,

Mass.

THE FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION

was organized in 1867. Though having its head,

quarters inBoston, it is a national organization, and

has members and officers in various States of the

Union. It has the following

CONSTITUTION.

I. This Organization shall be called the Free Religious

Association, its objects being to promote the practical in-

terestsofpure religion, to increase fellowship in the spirit,

and to encourage the scientific study of man's religious

nature and history; and to this end all persons interested

in these objects are cordially invited to its membership.

II. Membership in thisAssociation shall leave each indi-

vidual responsible for his own opinions alone, and affect in

nodegree his relations to other associations; and nothing

in the name or Constitution of the Association shall ever

be construed as limiting membership by any test of specu-

lativeopinion or belief, or as defining the position of the

Association, collectivelyconsidered, with reference to any

suchopinion or belief, or as interfering, in any otherway,

with that absolute freedom of thought and expression

which is the natural right of every rational being. Any

person desiring to coöperate with theAssociation shall be

consideredamember, with full right to speak in its meet-

ings; but an annual contribution of one dollar shall be

necessary to give a title to vote, provided, also, that

those thus entitled may at any time confer the privilege of

voting upon the whole assembly, on questions not pertain-

ing to the management of business.

III. The officers of theAssociation shall be a President,
twelve Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, an Assistant Secre-

tary, a Treasurer, and twelve Directors. They shall be

chosenbyballot at the annual meeting of the Association;

and the President, Vice-Presidents, Secretaries, and Treas-

urer shall hold their offices for one year, or until their suc-

cessors be chosen. The Directors shall be chosen for four

years, and, at the expiration of that term, shall not be

eligible for reëlection until after two years. One fourth

of their number shall be chosen annually; but, at the
annual meeting of 1882, the full number of twelve shall be

chosen in sections of three respectively for one, two, three,

and four years. The President, Secretaries, Treasurer,
andDirectors shall together constitute an Executive Com-

mittee, intrusted with all the business and interests of the

Association in the interim of its meetings. They shall

have power to fill any vacancies that may occur in their

number, or in the list of Vice-Presidents, between anytwo
annual meetings. Six members of the Executive Com-

mittee shall constitute aquorum.

IV. The Annual Meeting of the Association shall be held

in the city of Boston, on Thursday of what is known as

"Anniversary Week," at such place and with such ses-

sions as the Executive Committee may appoint, of which

at least one month's previous notice shall be publicly

given. Other meetings and conventions may be calledby

the Committee, according to theirjudgment, at such times

andplaces asmayseem to them desirable.

V. TheseArticles maybe amended at any Annual Meet-

ing of the Association, by a majority vote of the members

present, provided public notice of the amendment has

been given with the call for the meeting.

Officers elected for the year 1882-83:-

PRESIDENT.

WILLIAM J. POTTER, New Bedford, Mass.

VICE-PRESIDENTS,

OCTAVIUS B. FROTHINGHAM, Boston, Mass.

FELIX ADLER, New York City.

GEORGE W. CURTIS, Staten Island, Ν.Υ.

EDWARD L. YOUMANS, New York City.

FREDERICK SCHUENEMANN-POTT, San Francisco, Cal.

THOMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON, Cambridge,Mass .

ELIZABETH B. CHASE, Providence, R.I.

GEORGE HOADLY, Cincinnati, O.

NATHANIEL HOLMES, Cambridge, Mass.

ROWLAND G. HAZARD, Peacedale, R.I.

BERNHARD FELSENTHAL, Chicago, III.

ANNIE L. DIGGS, Lawrence,Kansas.

SECRETARY.

F. M. HOLLAND, Concord, Mass.

ASSISTANT-SECRETARY.

MISS A. A. BRIGHAM, Boston, Mass.

TREASURER.

JOHN C. HAYNES, 451 Washington St. , Boston, Mass.

DIRECTORS.

Four Years.

FREDERICK A. HINCKLEY, Providence, R.I.

W. A. RUST, M.D , Boston, Mass.

MRS. PHEBE M. KENDALL, Cambridge, Mass.

Three Years.

CORNELIUS WELLINGTON, Boston, Mass.

MISS MARY F. EASTMAN, Tewksbury, Mass.

FRED. W. GRIFFIN, Concord, Mass.

Two Years.

MRS. CLARA M. BISBEE, Dorchester, Mass.

J. A. J. WILCOX, Chelsea, Mass.

D. G. CRANDON, Chelsea, Mass.

One Year.

B. A. BALLOU, Providence, R.I.

SETH HUNT, Springfield, Mass.

MRS. ANNA GARLIN SPENCER, Florence, Mass.

The office of theAssociation is at 44 BOYLSTON ST. ,

BOSTON (next door east of the Public Library),

where is also the publication office of The Index.

All letters pertaining to the business of theAssocia

tion (payment of membership fees, orders for its pub-

lications, etc.) should be addressed to "Free Religious

Association," at the office.

Communications intended specially for the Secre-

tary, as well as his personal correspondence, should

ค addressed to him at PROVIDENCE, R.I.

F. A. HINCKLEY, Secretary F.R.A.
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Book for every

woman, AliceB.

Stockham, M. D.

TOKOLOGY J. HART & CO.,A COMPLETE LADIES' CUIDE .

20,000 Sold in Over Year.

agentsfindit themostpopularWork ACENTS
onthe market. "The very best book to put into

the hands of a girl or woman."-E. M. HALE, M. D.

Cloth, postpaid $2.00 ; Morocco, $250. Circulars Free.

Sanitary Pub. Co., 159 La Salle St., Chicago, III.

AGENTS WANTED for

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa.

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-
land, and other points in Europe. Agency

Twenty Years of Congress, for the American Line of Steamers.

1861-1881,

by James G. Blaine.

Hon, J. S. Wise of Va. says :

"Whoever takes it up, nomatter
whetherhebeMr. Blaine'sfriend

orenemy, willneverput itdown

untilhehas read the whole."

Agentsmake from $200 to

$1000 permonth. Address,

The Henry Bill Pub. Co. ,

Norwich, Conn.

H. T. MARSHALL'S

PATENT

ADJUSTABLE

LACE

CONGRESS

MARSHA
LL'S

PAT.
MAY 13,1884.

Is easily adjusted to fit any instep or ankle at

any time, and will not uncomfortably draw

the ankle, like ordinary congress. It has the

stylish appearance of a lace boot and all the

convenienceof any congress in putting on or

off the foot. Marshall's Pat. Pat'd May 13,

1884,woven in the front strap or stamped on

the shank of each shoe. If your dealer does

notkeep them, send postal for directions how

to get them to the Patentee and Manufacturer

ofMen's, Boys' , and Youth's Fine Boots and
Shoes. Tennis Shoe for Ladies and Gents a

specialty. H. T. MARSHALL,

BROCKTON, MASS.

WEBSTER.
In Sheep , Russia and Turkey Bindings.

WEBSTER'S EDITION
UNABRIDGED

DICTIONARY SUPPLEMENT

WITH

„ OLD THEOLOGY”

FOR THE

Healing of the Sick.
BY

E. J. ARENS .

Explains the Healing andTeaching of Jesus ,

theCreationof the Soul, the Origin of Matter,
and the Relation which the Soulholds to God.

For Sale by THE AUTHOR,

33 Union Park, Boston, Mass.;

Dr. GEO . E. WHIPPLE,

26 Chest. Av., Jersey City I'ts, N.J.;

Dr. GEO. B. CHARLES,

Central Music Hall, Chicago, Ill.

318 Pages. Price $1.15.

Get the Standard.

GETWebster3000 Engravings,118,000andWords,aNew
Biographical Dictionary.

Standard inGov't Printing Office.

32,000 copies in Public Schools.

Sale20 to 1 of any other series.

aid tomake a Family intelligent.

Best help for SCHOLARS,

TEACHERS and SCHOOLS.

THE

BEST

THE

COLEGROVE BOOK CO . ,
135 Wabash Ave., Chicago.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

Booksellers and Stationers.

The vocabulary contains 3000 more words

thanarefound inany other American Dictionary.

The Unabridged is now supplied, at a small ad-

ditional cost, with DENISON'S

PATENT REFERENCE INDEX.

"The greatest improvement in book-makingthat

hasbeenmade in a hundred years."

G.&C. MERRIAM &CO., Pub'rs, Springfield,Mass.

PIC-NIO SUGGESTIONS
Book now in press. Suggestions

for Sunday-school picnics, excur-

sions, etc., from experienced Sun-

Catalogues of new and standard books

will be sent to any address without charge.
Illustrated list of works of American authors

sent on receipt of 4 cents in stamps.

TO CAPITALISTS.

For Investments or Loans, write to

J. M. LINDLEY,

REAL ESTATE AGENT,

BOZEMAN, MONTANA.

TRACTS.

No. 1.-Truths for the Times, by F. E.

Abbot, contains the "Fifty Affirmations"

Frothingham's Sermons.

The sermons are neatly printed in pam.

phlet form, and our friends who wish to do

missionary work for the Liberal cause will

find them admirably adapted to that pur-

and"ModernPrinciples." This especially pose. Tosuchasorder themin lots of 25 or

more, the price will be reduced to 3 cents.
has received great commendation from

most distinguished men for the logical

clearness of its statements. NewEdition. Single copies 5 cents.
Price 10 cents ; 12copies, $1.00

No. 2.-Fear of the Living God, by O. в.
Frothingham, exposes the debasing char-
acter of the popular notions of God, and

presents conceptions of him that are wor-

thy of the nineteenth century. New edi-

tion. Price 5 cents; 12 copies,50 cents .

No. 3.-Lecture on the Bible, bythe Rev.

Charles Voysey, of England, is an over
whelmingdemonstration of the imperfec-

tionsand errors of the Bible,bothinthe
Old and the New Testaments. New Edi-

tion. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

N.B.-The prices quoted in the catalogues
which we send out are the PUBLISHERS RE-

TAIL PRICES. These, unless marked net, are

subject to a uniform discount of TWENTY
PER CENT. to individual buyers. Special

terms are offered to the trade and to public

libraries . Any book in print will be sent by

mail on receipt of the net price, with enough

added to cover postage, at the rate of one

cent for each two ounces. The postage on

an ordinary 16mo book is about ten cents,

and other sizes in proportion. Orders by

mail are especially solicited, and will receive

promptand careful attention. Liberal books

a specialty, our store being the Western

agency for the publications of GEO. H.

ELLIS and the AMERICAN UNITARIAN ASSO-

CIATION.

day-schoolworkers fromvarious sections, both city and country.

Replete with valuable hints. Worth many times its cost to

any Superintendent. Price, postpaid, 25c., or will send

free to any one sending us names of Superintendents of all

Sunday-schools in his place. Address, DAVID C. COOK

PUB, C0., 18 & lo Washington St., Chicago.

2,000

PHOTOGRAPHS OF WORKS OF

THE OLD MASTERS.

PUBLICATIONS

OF THE

No. 4.-Christian Propagandism, by F.
E.Abbot, is an exposure of the weakness,

costliness, and inefficiency of the System

of Foreign Missions. Full of Figures,
Facts, and Interesting Extracts. Price 10

cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

No. 5.-"God in the Constitution,”by

Rev. Arthur B. Bradford, opposes the
proposed Theological Amendment to the

United States Constitution. Price 10 cents ;

12 copies, $1.00.

No. 6.-"The Sabbath," by Parker Pills-

bury,denounces Sabbatarian superstition.

New Edition. Price 10 cents; 12 copies,$1.00.

No. 7.-"Compulsory Education," by
F. E. Abbot, maintains the right of every

child to be educated, and the duty of the
State to ensure it an education. Price 5

cents; 12 copies, 50 cents.

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION.

FreedomandFellowship in Religion.

Avolume of ten essays upon speculative
and practical problems of religion, by

D.A. Wasson, Samuel Longfellow, Samuel

Johnson, John Weiss, W. J. Potter, F. E.

Abbot, O. B. Frothingham, J. W. Chad-

wick, T. W. Higginson, and Mrs. E. D.

Cheney, and extracts from Addresses by

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

Robert Dale Owen, Dr. Bartol, Wendell

Phillips, Rabbi Wise, Horace Seaver, A. В.

Alcott, Lucy Stone, Charles H. Malcom,

JuliaWard Howe, and others,- all given

on theplatform of the Free Religious As-

sociation. Price (reduced) $1.50.

No. 8.-The Present Heaven, by O. B.
Frotbingham, treats of a subject that in-

terests everybody. New Edition. Price 5
cents; 12 copies, 50cents.

NO. 9. The Christian Amendment, by

Reports of Annual Conventions of

Free Religious Association, from

1872 to 1879 inclusive, These contain es-

says and addresses by the various dis-

tinguished men and women who have

spoken on the Free Religious platform,

together with yearly reports of the Exec-

utive Committee. 10 cts. each.

TRACTS.

Address THE INDEX,

44 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MASS.

The Consolations of Rationalism.

Visions of Heaven.

F. E. Abbot, shows the dangerous charac-

ter of the attempt to interpolate the Enan-

gelical Christian Creed in the U. S. Consti-

tution. Price 5 cents ,12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 10. The Impeachment of Chris-

tianity, by F. E.Abbot. Sixth TenThou-

sand. Sentfor free distribution to any one

whowilldistribute it, in packages of from
five to one hundred copies.

I. Taxation of Church Property, by

James Parton. 5 cts.; ten, 30 cts.;

onehundred, $1.50.

No. 11. The God of Science, by F. E. Ab-

bot, attempts to show the real influence

of modern science upon the idea of God.

Price 10cents; 12 copies,$1.00.

Prayer and Work.

Instituted and Ideal Religion.

The Puritan Spirit.

Crime and Punishment.

No. 12.-Is Romanism Real Christian-
ity? Two essays by Francis W. Newman

andF.E.Abbot. Price 10cents; 12copies,

II . The Bible and Science, by John Weiss.

III. The Sympathy of Religions, by T. W.
Higginson. Enlarged edition.

IV. Transcendentalism, by Theodore

Parker. ar before published.

, as under-V. The Publ
Cornell UnivLib

stood

zen(B

eral Ameri
31

$1.00.

TheWhole Duty of Man.

The NakedTruth.

The SoulofGoodness.

The Protestant Alliance.

No. 13. On the Vision of Heaven, by
Prof. F. W. Newman, of England, analyzes
the Christian conception of Heaven. Price

5 cents; 12 copies, 50 cents.

The Martyrdom of Man.

Life as a Test of Creed.

The Mission of the Radical Preacher.

The Ethics of Liberty .

The Rising and the Setting Faith.

TheDogma ofHell.

Authority andReligion.

The Spirit of the New Faith.
The Real God.

Goodness and Happiness.

The GlorifiedMan.

The Natural Man.

No. 14.-A Study of Religion : The

Name and the Thing, by F. E. Abbot,

attempts toshowthat the popular deriva-

tionof the wordReligion is incorrect; that

thepopular conceptions of Religion itself
are inadequate; and that a newconception

of it,basedon the Law of Evolution,con-

sistentwith absolute Freedom ofThought,
and independent even of belief inGod, is

the necessary condition of the perpetuity

of Religion among men. Price 10 cents;
12 copies, $1.00.

The Popular Religion.

The Responsibility for Disbelief.

The Unbeliefs of theBelievers.

The Perfect Life.

Morals and Religion.

Visions of the Future.

The Radical's Ideal.

The NewSong.
Charity and the Poor.

The Building of aMan.

Belief and Practice.

Dreams and Duties.

Creed and Conduct.

Divorce between Creed and Conduct.

The Spirit of Truth.

Forgiveness.
Attitudes of Unbelief.

The Inspiration of Scripture.
The Law of Habit.

The Suppression of Vice.

The Secret of Jesus .

The Hidden Life.

Modern Irreligion,

NewArticles of Faith.
Religion and Immorality.

The Higher Sentiment.

TheAmericanGentleman.

TheAmerican Lady.

Visions of Judgment.

God is Love.

No. 15.- The Battle of Syracuse. Two Quality and Quantity in Life.

Essays by Rev. James Freeman Clarke,

D.D. , and F. E. Abbot discussing the

Authorityof Christianity. Price 10 cents;
12 copies for $ 1.00.

Address
THE INDEX,

44 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass.

EVOLUTION IN ITS RELATIONS

TO
EVANGELICAL BELIG-

ION. Addresses of B. F. UNDERWOOD,

Prof. P. A. CHADBOURNE, and Prof. Asa

GRAYat ameeting of the "Evangelical
Alliance" held in Boston, Sept. 10, 1882.

5 cts.

NATURALISM vs. SUPERNAT.
URALISM. By B. F. UNDERWOOD.
10 cts.

WHAT KIND OF MORALITY
citi- DID JESUS AND THE APOS.

TLES TEACH? By F. M. HOL-ib-

bt).

VI. How Shall We Keep sun ! 701 An-

swer in Four Parts: 1. Sunday .the

Large Copies only 20 cents each.

The following examples are from the so-

called "Twelve Great Pictures ofthe World."

The Last Supper, LEONARDO DA VINCI;

The Last Judgment, MICHAEL ANGELO;

Descent from the Cross, VOLTERRA; AS-

sumption of the Virgin, TITIAN; The Trans-

figuration, RAPHAEL; Sistine Madonna,

RAPHAEL; HolyNight,CORREGGIO; Aurora,

GUIDO; BeatriceCenci, GUIDO; Last Com- VII.
munion of St. Jerome, DOMENICHINO ; De-

scent from the Cross,RUBENS; The Immac-

ulate Conception, MURILLO.

Excellent unmounted copies of all these

will be sent bymail on receipt of $2.10; or

anyoneormore at 20 cts. each (with Cata-

loguewhendesired). Address

W. H. SHERMAN,

455 Jackson Street,Milwaukee,Wis.

Bible. 2. Sundayin Church History.
3. Sunday Massachusetts Laws.

4. The Workingman's Sunday. By

Charles K. Whipple, Minot J. Savage,
Charles E. Pratt, and Wm. C. Gan-

nett.

Evolution andReligion, byJohnFiske.
5cts.; ten, 35cts.; onehundred, $2.00.

Nos. II. , III . , IV. , V. , VI. , 10cts. each; ten,

60cts.; one hundred, $3.00.

Reason and Revelation, by W. J. Potter.

5 cts.; ten,30 cts.; onehundred,$1.50.

Address

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION,

44Boylston Street,BostonMass.

LAND. 5 cts .

GOD OR THE GALILEAN? By
FELIX L. OSWALD. 5 cts.

THE SCIENTIFIC AND META-
PHYSICAL

PHILOSOPHY.

JANES. 5 cts .

METHODS IN

By LEWIS G.

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY.

By WILLIAM FREY. 15 cts.

AN AGNOSTIC VIEW OF THEDOCTRINE OF VICARIOUS

ATONEMENT. By W. H. SPENCER.
5cts .

AGNOSTICISM AND RELIGION.
By W. H. SPENCER. 5 cts.

Address THE INDEX, 44 Boylston Street,
Boston, Mass.

The Three Pentecosts.

Spiritual Force and its Supply.

The Resurrection of Jesus.

Rights and Duties.

Practical Value of Belief inGod.

Moral Narcotics.

The Devout Life.

Demand of Religion on the Age.

Religion and a Religion.

Wisdom a Loving Spirit.

Corner Stones.

TheSectarian Spirit.

The Threefold Radicalism.

The Faith of Jesus.

TheDimensions of Life.

Formal Religionand Life.

Character: Its Friends andFoes.
TheRevival of Religion.

The Unseen Sources of Character.

The Office of Prayer.
New Wine in Old Bottles.

Power of the Immortal Hope.

The Radical's Root.

The SectarianSpirit.

The Prophetic Soul.
Saintliness.

The Holy Ghost,

Waste and Saving of Providence.

The Struggle for Supremacy over Con
cience.
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MR. F. M. HOLLAND will address the Society

for Ethical Culture at the Parker Memorial, Sun-

day, June 14, at 3.30 P.M., on "The Sunday Law."

ASOCIETY for Ethical Culture has been formed

in Philadelphia. Mr. S. B. Weston, we under-

stand, will be the speaker. The Society should,

and we trust will, have the support of the earnest

Liberals of that city.

REV. J. P. NEWMAN was invited to offer the

prayer at the opening of the meeting of the New

York Undertakers' Association, last week. He

prayed that the Lord would prosper the associa-

tion ! If we lived in New York, and believed in

the efficacy of prayer, we should leave for some

place where the prosperity of that Undertakers'

Association would not be directly promoted by

our death.

M. GOBLET, the French minister of Public

Instruction, in reply to Archbishop Guibert's pro-

test against the "desecration" of the Panthéon by

its secularization, says that the archbishop had

exceeded the rights of his episcopacy in the feel-

ings he exhibited at the determination of the

government to restore the Panthéon to its original

purpose, that of a receptacle for the remains of

the really great men of France. He concludes by

reminding the archbishop that his present attitude

"is not likely to render more harmonious than

they now are the relations of Church and State."

THE London Society for the Conversion of Jews

report that, last year, it succeeded in bringing

twelve Jews to the baptismal font; while three

other Hebrews had expressed a willingness to

become Christians, "if they could induce their

wives to follow their example." Considering that

the annual income of the society is £35,000, the

number of conversions is surprisingly small. If

the agents of the society made any effort at all,

the small results of their labors are proof of their

main dependence upon theological arguments or

of the invulnerability of the Jews to the force of

other arguments, which appeal powerfully to the

avarice and greed found among people of every

faith.

THERON C. LELAND, former secretary of the

National Liberal League, died in New York on

the 3d inst. He was one of the earliest phono-

graphic reporters in this country. He reported

the proceedings of the Forrest divorce trial, and

many speeches by Webster and other distinguished

orators of the past. He was one of the contribu-

tors to the Dial. Some years ago, The Index re-

ceived occasional contributions from his pen, which

were usually marked by an independent spirit and

sprightly style. When the controversy arose which

resulted in wrecking the National Liberal League,

Mr. Leland became one of the most active sup-

porters of the "repeal" policy, and one of the most

prominent leaders of the League. He lacked the

judicial spirit, and wrote as a partisan ; but his in-

dependence in defending his views, however un-

popular they might be, and however objectionable

his methods of defence, was very marked.

RECENTLY, a young lady, who said she had

been without food for twenty-four hours, and with-

out work or money for a week, threw a brick into

awindow of a jewelry store in St. Louis, and took

out some jewelry, under the eye of a policeman

whom she knew to be looking at her, in order that

she might be arrested and sent to the penitentiary.

She said that she had been unable to obtain employ-

ment, and that her sole aim was to escape the tort-

ures of hunger by doing something that would

compel the State to take notice of her starving

condition. It is strange that in St. Louis, where

there are official charities, endowed asylums, and

churches doing charitable work, a young woman

should be driven to such an extremity. A Wes-

tern paper inquires "whether all these institutions

present a visage of sheet-iron to a person seeking

relief at their hands. Or is human nature cast in

so proud a mould that many of the persons who

are reduced to suffering would prefer to incur the

guilt and ignominy of crime rather than apply for

and acceptcharitable relief? And, ifhumannature

be so proud as this, how little real acquaintance

can those ethical theorists have with it, who im-

agine that any considerable share of the duties of

life can consist in relieving the poor, when there

is placed in every poor person's breast a monitor

which bids him spurn and scorn all such relief!"

WILLIAM A. HAZEL, in a letter printed in the

Cambridge Tribune, says that it is "virtually im-

possible for a colored man or woman to hire a

house in Cambridge outside of the two or three

colored settlements," no matter how incontesta-

ble are the proofs of his character or responsibility,

because the agents refuse him "in obedience to

instructions from their clients, and in deference to

the expressed objection of 'the neighbors. " Mr.

Hazel affirms that it is no hardship for him to

live in colored neighborhoods because they are

such, but because they are always the least desir-

able portions ofa city, "whichare usually settled or

occupied by the masses of colored people, sometimes

from choice, but oftener from necessity arising from

limitedmeans." He protests against the compulsion

of every colored person to live in such a locality,

in spite of the fact that his means enable him to

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

live in a more desirable locality. He admits that

some, that many colored people have habits that

are offensive to refined and cultured people, but

that the same is true of some white people also.

To the statement that the presence of colored

people "in agood community depreciates values,"

that "with their advent a neighborhood begins to

deteriorate," Mr. Hazel replies bypointing out the

absurdity of proscribing all colored people, the

educated and refined as well as the ignorant and

the gross, if character and not color is the test.

He says that no colored person has ever been per-

mitted in Cambridge or elsewhere inNewEngland

"to enter a neighborhood while it was yet decent

without protest; nor can it be proved that, when

they have entered, any subsequent deterioration

was due to their presence." "It is a fact well ob-

served," he adds, "that the first encroachments upon

'genteel neighborhoods' are usually in the shape of

the corner grocery or butcher shop. Afterward

comes the unsightly and often unsavory tenement

block, built by white people, and occupied by white

people, Dutch, Irish, Scandinavian, Italian, and

Blue-nose, a Chinese laundry perhaps the one

clean spot in the whole mass. The soap factory

and rum shop come next; and then, but not till

then, colored people become eligible, and the

process of deterioration begins (?)." Mr. Hazel

simply asks that,when a colored man desires ad-

mission into a desirable neighborhood, his fitness

be determined by the same tests as to moral, intel-

lectual, and financial status which are applied to

white people ; and he appeals to the conscience and

sense of fair dealing of the community to rebuke

the unjust and heartless discrimination that is

made in this respect against colored men. Shall

such an appeal pass unheeded in Cambridge?

THE Owners of factories at Hamilton, Mass., the

papers state, have imported three hundred and fifty

French Canadians to work in the mills, when there

are hundreds of the native population who have

been idle for weeks, and ready and anxious to

work at what they consider la fair price. It is

natural that employers should get the best labor

they can at the lowest rates; but facts like the one

mentioned are difficult to reconcile with the state-

ment often made, that the New England manufact-

urers of textile fabrics are so deeply interested in

the welfare of their workingmen that they are

opposed to having them brought into competition

with the poorly paid labor of the Old World. It

is estimated that, of the operatives in the cotton

mills of New England at the present time, less

than twenty per cent. are American born. Aquar-

ter of acentury ago,the men and womenworking

in these mills were Americans. The interests of

the manufacturers havebeen protected; and they

have obtained labor as cheaply as possible, and

havebecome rich. Meanwhile, the class that oper-

ated the mills a few years ago have been forced

out of this kind of employment,and their places

are filled by operatives willing to work for lower

wages, wages which intelligent, independent, and

self-respecting Americans regard as insufficient for

acomfortable livelihood.
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ETHICAL SOCIALISM.

The address of Dr. Heber Newton on Socialism

before the Free Religious Association has deserv-

edly attracted wide attention. It brings especially

before churches and religious organizations the

question of their responsibility for the condition

of human society; and, if we mistake not, this

question, in the future, cannot so easily be pushed

aside by religious bodies as it has been in the more

recent past. We do not understand that Dr. New-

ton brings forward any specific plan of socialism

as a remedy for the social troubles which have come

with modern civilization ; but he presents a most

forcible plea why religion, which has always kept

prominent the ideal of social harmony and happi-

ness, should make it a duty to take up the grave

social problems of the time with a serious effort to

find some solution. The practical application of

the Golden Rule, or of the old Hebrew law, "Thou

shalt love thy neighbor as thyself," to the mutual

relations of people in human society, this appears

to be the fundamental principle which he would

bring to the front, andhave the Churches proclaim

with such emphasis that people should begin to see

and practise it as the really vital law of social pros.

perity. The problem is to preserve the needed

stimulus to individual exertion and enterprise and

the consequent intellectual and moral robustness of

self-reliance, which are the peculiar characteristics

of modern civilization, and at the same time to make

the welfare of each member of society a means of

advancing the welfare of all. To effect a just recon-

ciliation between egoism and altruism would be to

establish socialism on a firm ethical basis.

wants individual men and women as agents of her

purposes; and it is through the instinctive self-

regarding propensities that she develops strong

organisms of personal character,by means of which

the higher mental and moral work of life is to be

done. But, later, the other-regarding, or altruistic,

sentiments awake. There comes a time in indi-

vidual life, as once there came a time in the his

torical development of the human race,whenthe

mental perception arises that our neighbors have

equal natural rights with ourselves, and that we

are under obligation to respect their rights as we

would claim respect for our own. This is the root

of the Golden Rule and of the old Hebrew precept

of neighbor-love, the root, indeed, of all social

ethics. This moral perception is not confined to

the Hebrew and Christian religions: it appears in

all historical religions, and is indigenous to the

human race. When this perception dawns, it

takes the reins, or should do so, by its own inher-

ent sovereignty, to control and guide the self-

regarding propensities, so that their power may

be turned to serve general rather than merely self-

ish ends. It is this moral sense of what is due to

our neighbors as well as to ourselves that right-

fully bids the self-regarding propensities halt in

their activities, when they proceed to the selfish

accumulation of property and power, regardless of

others' rights and others' wants and woes. And it

is the neglect of this moral command which causes

a large part of the social misery among mankind.

Dr. Newton is doubtless right in urging a fresh,

vigorous, and thorough application of this old ethi-

cal principle of the Golden Rule as the key to the

solution of the social problems that are pressing

their claims upon the attention of the modern

world. Just how this is to be done he does not

indicate farther than that he would have religion

specially and distinctly turn its forces to that end.

He does not expect that the work is to be done in

a generation. But he is right in the assumption

that, if the pulpits, the churches, the religious

press, can be persuaded to press home constantly

upon the hearts of people this fundamental princi-

ple of social ethics as enunciated in both the New

and Old Testaments, they could not fail to have a

powerful effect in changing public sentiment; and

the changed public sentiment would in time devise

all needed instrumentalities for embodying itself

in improved social conditions and habits.

Both self-love and neighbor-love are inherent

principles of human nature. The love of the

neighbor, or the impulse that seeks others' good,

is not, on the one hand, to be reduced to a refined

and euphemistic form of self-love, or to a circuitous

way of seeking one's own remote interests : it

should stand for just what the words say,-the love

of one's neighbor, the seeking and working for

another's welfare by as direct an interest as one

seeks and works for one's own good. "Thou shalt

love thy neighbor as thyself,"-not thyself in thy

neighbor, nor beyond thy neighbor ; but thou

shalt love thy neighbor equally with thyself. We

are to regard and guard others' rights and interests

as strictly as we do our own. But, on the other

hand, self-regard and self-love are not to be wholly

sacrificed and abased before the love that is due to

one's neighbor. Egoism is not to be obliterated

by altruism. Moral self-denial does not require

the absolute abdication of these individual prerog-

atives which pertain to independent personal char-

acter. The love of one's neighbor and all due care

for and interest in his well-being are perfectly con-

sistent with the proper maintenance of one's own

rights and with all needful pursuit of one's own

interests and welfare. The inherent impulse of

self-love-a form of the instinct of self-preserva-

tion-is, indeed, often debased into a miserable

selfishness . But this is not a necessity. The self-

love which only leads to proper care for one's own

life and health, and which seeks, at no cost to

others' interests, the cultivation and growth of

one's own faculties, and instinctively endeavors

to acquire enough of outward property to insure

individual independence, is not a selfishness to be

denounced, but a virtue to be encouraged.

The self-regarding motives appear first in the

order of time, because they are all-important to the

sustenance and preservation of personal being it-

self. Nature, therefore,makes them very strong.

They begin as instincts with the beginning of life,
and they continue with more or less of force until

the physical organism yields to dissolution. Nature

THE NEW OLD TESTAMENT.

Take it for all in all, the Revision must, I think,

commend itself to liberal and honest minds.

There are particulars in which the American revi-

sion is much to be preferred, and there is nothing

to prevent a thrifty publisher from publishing an

edition in which these shall be observed. The

negative improvement, corresponding to the omis-

sion of the old page and chapter headings, is by no

means small. Thousands of indifferent blunders

have been corrected, and some not indifferent. If

here and there the new phrasing seems and is less

happy than the old, it is certainly not those who

read The Index joyfully that need be troubled.

They will still be as free as ever to use the older

phrasing. It is only those who still imagine they

are dealing with a supernatural book who will ex-

perience any loss. It is only these who are obliged

to think that "Behold he will slay me; I have

no hope," is more inspired than "Though he slay

me, yet will I trust in him," because the former is

a correct translation (according to the American

revisers), and the latter is not. For us, the most

inspiring is the most inspired, in the Bible or out

of it. And they can have no fears of openly pre-

ferring man's to God's who believe that "every

good and every perfect gift is from above and

cometh down from the Father of Lights, with

whom is no variation nor shadow cast by turning."

It is surprising that, among those who have

taken part in the work of revision from its incep-

tion to its completion,one can still be found speak-

ing of the Old Testament or New as if there had

been at some time a copy written to all intents and

purposes by the Almighty's hand. But thatmore

than one such can be found is sure : that a dozen

might be is probable. Dr. Alexander Roberts,

one of the New Testament revisers, complaining

of the made-up Greek of Erasmus, a mere transla-

tion of the Vulgate, on which the King James

translation was occasionally formed, says that in

the "professed original" are "words for which no

divine authority can be pleaded." What is the

inference, if not that a divine authority can be

pleaded for the original text when this is actually

discovered ? The same author says in another

place, "Every loyal Christian heart should surely

rejoice to have access, in as pure a form as pos

sible, to the message sent to us by our Father in

heaven" ; and, again, he speaks of "the privilege of

reading God's word in the form in which it came

from himself. " In the same manner and spirit,

Dr. Chambers, one of the Old Testament revisers,

says that "the revision we must choose is that

which we have reason to think best conveys the

meaning of its divine Author." It is astonishing

that men of their ability and earnestness can use

such language. Doubtless, the hope of coming face

to face with Deity, of listening to his identical

words,has nourished the sweet patience of many a

scholar in the past, while seeking to attain unto a

purer text or a more accurate translation. But

the scholar of to-dayknows, or he ought to know,

that it is not to a series of divinely inspired writ-

ings that he is brought more near by anything his

scholarship can do,but only to a series of purely

human compositions, the expression of a marvel-

lous development of the religious life, for the most

part anonymous, but not on this account less valu-

able as exponents of an important factor in the

fortunes of mankind. Our oldest manuscripts of

the Old Testament and New are still far removed

from the original documents ; and in the interval

between them there was time and opportunity for

many errors of transcription,many interpolations,

much tampering with the text. And we know the

time was well employed, the opportunity was not

But this principle may also be urged on the

ground of ethics alone, irrespective of the teach-

ings of this or that religion. As already noted,

the principle is not the exclusive possession of any

one religion : it belongs to humanity. There

was no real morality among men until there

came the idea that one's neighbor had as good a

right as one's self to life, property, and happiness.

Without such a common standard of rights, might

wouldbe the measure of right, as too often it has

been and is ; and the weak would be the prey of

the strong. There would be no check to self-

aggrandizement, except what should come from

the competition and strife of similar self-seeking.

Had mankind continued to develop exclusively

by the impulse of self-preservation, on the line of

the struggle for existence with the survival of the

fittest, even though high intellectual acumen had

been produced, it may be greatly doubted whether

man would have ever become a moral being. All

his morality dates from the dawn of that percep-

tion within him that between two neighbors there

are common rights and common interests, of which

each must respect and cherish the other's share as

faithfully as his own. Neighbor-love must equal

self-love, there is the germinal principle of ethical
society.

WM. J. POTTER.
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eighth century, a priestly-prophetic compromise

part (Deuteronomy) to the seventh century, a

thrown away. Nevertheless, if we could finally

attain to the absolute original of every part of

either Testament,-a thing impossible, especially ❘ priestly part (the Book of Origins) to the middle

with the New,-we have no reason to believe that

it would in any case be anything but purely

human. We have a thousand reasons for believ-

ing that it would be human utterly.

But, when I said in my heart I would write an

article upon the new Old Testament, it was not

merely the Revision that I had inmind. This in-

deed is a new Old Testament; but there is a new

Old Testament which is of vastly more signifi-

cance. The revisers have done a microcosmic

work. But, in the mean time, a macrocosmic work

also has been done. The revisers have stood too

near the object of their study to see its grand pro-

portions and its relations to other objects. They

havenot been, as the proverb goes, to see the for-

est for the trees. They have been like the old

lady, who insisted that she could see a needle stuck

in a barn across the street. Yes, there was the

needle; but where was the-barn ? They, too,

have seen the needle; but theyhave not seen the

barn. They have seen the smaller, not the larger

thing; the meaning of the individual atomic parts,

not the organic parts and their relations to the liv-

ing, breathing whole.

But, if they have not done this, it has not gone

undone. For while the work of translation has

been going on these fifteen years, and for a longer

period, a work of transposition has been going on,

of infinitely more importance. Books that appear

as wholes, alike in the King James translation and

the Revision, have been shown to be the work of

different authors, and of periods sometimes widely

separated from each other. Take Isaiah for an

example: there probably was not a scholar of the

forty-two engaged from first to last on the Revis-

ionwho had anydoubt that the book as it stands

in the Bible, revised and unrevised, falls into two

great parts ; and that, while the first forty chapters

are for the most part actually Isaiah's, the last

twenty-seven are from another prophet, a Great

Unknown, who lived two centuries later. Yet

there is not a hint of this in the Revision. There

is no break of any sort to indicate the lapse of

centuries between the thirty-ninth chapter and the

fortieth. I find no fault with this. If the revisers

had begun to introduce the element of criticism

into their work, where could they have made a

stop? Not short of many erasures of names that

now stand printed as the authors of various books ;

for the Lamentations are not Jeremiah's, and the

book of Daniel is not Daniel's, and the Proverbs

are not Solomon's, nor is Ecclesiastes, nor the

Song of Songs, and, if any of the seventy-three

Psalms ascribed to David, not more than two or

three. But, of the New Old Testament of Criti-

cism, the particular traits that I have named, and

many others of like character, are but the least im-

portant. The Old Testament literature is, for the

most part, resumed under three principal classes,

-Law, Prophets, Psalms. The order of their

arrangement in our Bibles, revised and unrevised

alike, is Law, Psalms, Prophets; and the implica-

tion is that this was the order of their appearance,

-the Law 1200 to 1500 years B.C., the Psalms

about 1000 B.C., the Prophets from 800 to 450

B.C. What is the order of arrangement in the

new Old Testament of the critics ? The Prophets

come first instead of last, the Law comes second

instead of first, the Psalms come last instead of

second,--Prophets, Law, Psalms. Again, the Law

(i.e., the Pentateuch and Joshua) which implicitly,

as it stands now in our Bible, belongs in its en-

tirety to the same historic period, and that from

1200 to 1500 B.C., has been shown to belong to

three distinct periods,-a prophetic part to the

of the fifth, after which the Psalms were mainly

written. And this transposition gives to a mass

of literature, which was before a baffling mechan-

ical riddle, a vital and organic unity. In the tra-

ditional view there is no correspondence between

the literature and the life. An elaborate ritual is

credited to a barbarous age ; the Psalms, the most

spiritual part of the Old Testament, as near to

Jesus and his thought as Mayto June, are cred-

ited to an age hardly less barbarous and to aman

of blood; and the Prophets, the most rude and

primitive part, are credited to the nation period of

highest civilization as compared with the Davidic

and Mosaic. Once rightly classified, the Old Tes-

tament literature reports a progress from asavage

worship and morality to a spiritual worship and

a morality of almost Christian tenderness. But

there is no hint of this in the present order and

arrangement of the various parts .

The New Old Testament of Criticism has as yet

only an ideal existence. And not for many a day,

if ever, will the Old Testament incommon use be

one which has respect to this ideal. But the time

will come, and it should not be long delayed, when

either individual scholars, or enterprising bodies

of enlightened men, will publish an Old Testament

inwhich the present order shall be wholly broken

up, and to the music of historic evolution the parts

shall rearrange themselves, and grow, as the obse-

quious stones of Thebes to the music of Amphib-

ion's lyre, into a high consenting symmetry and

grace. Such a work is made more consciously

necessary by the removal from the revised transla-

tion of so many of the old interpretative signs.

Irrational and misleading as they were, they in-

troduced a certain artificial cosmos into the other-

wise chaotic mass. But now chaos is come again.

Until the voice, "Let there be light ! " shall

come, it is for those of us who love this noblest

literature that ever has proceeded from the mind

and heart of man to bring to its appreciation all

of the helps the higher criticism has to offer; and

remembering that as it stands, even as faithfully

revised by the most learned scholars of our time,

because they have translated simply what they

found, it contains innumerable things which can-

not be believed, which are not true, it is for us to

hasten, if we can, the time when there shall be an

Old Testament, concrete and tangible and legible,

that shall embody the results of that higher criti-

cism which has hardly left one stone of the tra-

ditional structure on another, but from the ruins

has evoked "a city that has foundations," orderly

and beautiful as that New Jerusalem which the

Man of Patmos saw descending out ofheaven from

God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

JOHN W. CHADWICK.

MONCURE D. CONWAY ON EUROPE .

Mr. Moncure D. Conway spent several weeks in

Paris during the months of February and March,

when he left for London in order to deliver a

series of farewell lectures throughout England. I

learn that the tour has been most successful and

gratifying. On the 12th of this month, Mr. and

Mrs. Conway were offered a good-by reception by

the South Place Society, over which he has pre-

sided for so many long years with credit to him-

self and benefit to the congregation; and, at 3

o'clock on the 23d, father, mother, and children

are to sail from Liverpool for their native land.

Maywind and wave favor them, and may you of

Americawelcome home in safety these high-minded

wanderers, weary of the shortcomings of the Old

World!

Before Mr. Conway came to Paris early in the

spring, he had been sojourning for several months

in the German, Russian, and Austrian capitals.

Whilehe was in this city, Imethim several times,

both in public and private; heard him speak on

his feet at banquet tables, and converse in his

easy-chair at his writing-desk; listened to him

philosophizing in a theatre-box, on the top of an

omnibus, and on the platform of a workingmen's

meeting; and followed in the drawing-room his

disputations with some of the ablest thinkers of

this intellectual centre. Hence it is that I venture

to report to you, who know so well his views, some

of the conversations of this progressive cosmopoli-

tan, this scholarly author, and this observant jour-

nalist. The opinions of such aman are always

worth recording, and are always read with interest

and profit.

One Sunday afternoon in February last, the peace

advocates of Paris met in apublic hall-or rather

in aball-room, for such a thing as a hall for meet-

ings is still unknown in France-to welcome an

English delegation holding tenets similar to their

own. Amember of the House of Commons, two

members of the Chamber of Deputies, a Paris

municipal councillor, Mr. Hodgson Pratt, of Lon-

don (the Alfred H. Love of England), and Mr.

Conway, all sat on the platform. Here was ma-

terial for a brilliant meeting. But a score of

"anarchists"-a body of hot-headed young men

who say that society wants no government, but

who are sadly in want of it themselves-had de-

cided that there should be no serious discussion.

They hooted, stamped, and finally took forcible

possession of the platform; and the assemblage

dispersed in the greatest confusion, without having

accomplished the purpose for which it had been

convened.

As we left the building, Mr. Conway simply

remarked, "Think of this occurring on Washing-

ton's birthday!" for it was indeed February 22.

There was avolume of thought and suggestion in

this short phrase. We soon reached the Place de

la République, formerly called Place du Château

d'Eau. The towering statue to the republic had

beenerected there since Mr. Conway's last visit to

Paris. A series of spirited bronze bas-reliefs, de-

picting the great historical events of the last one

hundred years, encircle the big pedestal. Every

armed effort that France has made in favor of

republicanism is here commemorated. We went

the rounds and examined each one; and, as we

turned up the Boulevards, Mr. Conway said, "I

may seem very pessimistic, but I have no faith in

the regeneration ofEurope." (The anarchists had

evidently made a deeper impression than the

bronzes .) "These old societies that have come

down from feudal times," continued Mr. Conway,

"resist reformation in a most obstinate fashion .

Their progress toward the ideal is so slight that I

seenothing in it to rejoiceme. Inyoung America

alone is there any hope; only in the United States

is there genuine progress. I return home, there-

fore, with enthusiasm.

"This so-called French Republic is no republic.

I have known France and Paris for many years.

Ihave visited this country scores of times, both dur-

ing the Empire and during the Republic. Every-

thing seems to be about the same to-day under

M. Grévy as twenty years ago under Napoleon III.

The Mexican expedition finds its counterpart in

the Chinese-Tonquin imbroglio, and the prevailing

thirst for colonial possessions is as dangerous to

French interests as was Napoleon's aggressive con-

tinental policy. Almost the only redeeming feat-

ure of this Third Republic is the greater liberty

that it accords the grand scholars of the College of

France and the Sorbonne. Renan and Oppert and



592 THE INDEX JUNE 11 1885

Réville and Gaston Paris are the glories of the

France of to-day.

"Another feature of Russian society which struck

me oddly at every turn was the complete absence

of a middle class. There was no lack of nobles

and aristocracy and peasants, but I always looked

in vain for people of my own rank. In the streets,

at the court balls, in the hotels, in the railways ,

it was ever the same, there was no sturdy middle

class.

"At Vienna, I was invited to the ball of the

Concordia, a society composed of the literary ele-

ment of the Austrian capital. Journalists, authors,

and poets, whose names are famous throughout the

breadth and length of the 'Dual Monarchy,' were

"The saddest sight that Europe presents at this

moment is the immense standing army which each

nation keeps up. The frontiers bristle with bayo-

nets, and everybody holds his breath lest the

bugles sound the charge. The Alsace-Lorraine

problem is not solved. France still hopes to get

back her 'Lost Provinces,' but she cannot do so.

Germany will never give them up. They are a

part of her national history. They are necessary

for her protection against French aggression. The

modernGerman is not bellicose, while the French-

man by temperament is pugnacious and military. ❘ there. I talked with some of them. None had

The Germans have now all that they want,-na-

tional unity, a strong frontier, and peace. They

are making money, and are happy. They hold

war in horror. I believe that Germanywould take

a slap or two before she would have recourse to

arms. More than this: I am certain that she will

prevent other Powers from unsheathing the sword.

But, if France should attempt to reopen the ques-

tions settled in 1871, she will surely find the whole

Germannation to a man eager to defend the terri-

torial integrity of the Fatherland.

"The religious condition of France is most un-

fortunate. The French mother hesitates, very

naturally, to depart from the course pursued by

her own mother and her mother's mother. She

shrinks from the responsibility of educating her

children differently from what she was educated.

So the boys and girls are sent to church. It is

only when they are grown up that the brother

turns his back on the priest, and leaves his sister

in the lurch. French children are passed through

a religious sieve: the boys get through the inter-

stices, but the girls are caught. This divorce of

the sexes in religion is disastrous in more than one

respect. This disassociation of men and women

is not limited to spiritual matters, but shows itself

to a greater or less extent in all the occupations of

life. Renan once said to me that it would be a

blessing if Paris possessed a chapel like that of

South Place, where men and women could meet,

where both fathers and mothers could bring their

children, and where a pure religious sentiment,

free from all sectarian dogmas, could be inspired.

ever heard of James or Howells or Stedman; nor,

probably, have James or Howells or Stedman ever

heard of any of them, a remarkable example of

how limited is the horizon of even the most intelli-

gent ofmen. The Archduke Rudolf, heir-appar-

ent, attended this ball; and I noticed that he went

the rounds, greeting every writer of any distinction

with some appropriate remark. I made the same

observation in Berlin, where the Crown Prince is

never weary of attentions to men of letters. At

every public gathering of scholars and thinkers,

both in Germany and Austria, you are sure to

find the heir-apparent exchanging compliments

and participating in the conversation. This is a

very significant fact. It shows that the Hohen-

zollerns and the Habsburgs fully recognize the

influential part which intellect plays in modern

civilization, and thoroughly appreciate the value to

monarchy of the good will and support of literary

men. The king of the nineteenth century knows

right well that the pen is indeed mightier than the

sword.

"But to return to Germany. I studied with

some care during my sojourn in Berlin the anti-

Semitic agitation; and, although the Jews are still

heartily detested by the Teutonic Christians, I

think I discovered an abatement in the popular

hatred. But I must say that, while I do not at all

approve of persecutions of this kind, the Jews

have themselves principally to blame for it. In

the first place, they are not patriotic. As a rule,

they do not care a whit for Germany as Germany.

Their souls are never stirred by the " Wacht des

Deutschen Vaterland." And, in the second place,

like the Jews all the world over, they remain a caste.

They have their peculiar religion; they do not

intermarry with other sects ; they build up a social

wall that hedges out the rest of mankind. It is

China inEurope. This attempt to preserve in the

last quarter of the nineteenth century the tradi-

tions and customs of the pre-Christian era is the

main cause of the despised position which the

German Jew occupies in the eyes of his fellow-

countrymen.

istry. In my opinion, he is at present too old to

be at the head of public affairs. His mental pow-

ers are, I think, unequal to the strain put upon

them by the duties of the premiership of a great

empire like that of England. To speak, in a word,

mywhole mind concerning the Right Hon. W. E.

Gladstone, I should pronounce him an unconscious

humbug.

"The separation of Church and State in England

is one of the problems which must sooner or later

come to the front for solution. You may think

it strange that I, a radical, am opposed, for the

present at least, to the disestablishment of the

Anglican Church. Myreasons for taking this view

of the case are easily given. When England broke

with Rome in the sixteenth century, the episco-

pacy became the successor of the papacy in the

usufruct of the ecclesiastical property, of which

the revenues have been estimated at about £8,000,-

000. If the Established Church were to be de-

posed, this immense sum of money would be frit-

tered and doled out to the various denominations,

so that Orthodoxy would be strengthened rather

than weakenedby the change. More than this : at

present, a goodly portion of the revenue of the

Anglican Church is devoted to education. After

disestablishment, it would be employed almost

wholly for religious purposes.

"And then there is still another reason why I

am opposed to the separation of Church and State

in England. Just as Anglicanism was the heir of

Catholicism three centuries ago, so I believe that

Liberalism is sure to inherit the immense fortune

of the Established Church, if we are patient. And,

when that day comes, I wish the principal to be

intact."

Mr. Conway's last remarks suggest a compari-

son. In France, too, disestablishment is one of

theburning questions ; and here, also, we find free

thinkers advocating the status quo. But how dif-

ferent are the arguments used on the two sides of

the Channel. To be sure, the situation is not the

same. In France, a foreign element-the Vatican

-enters into the dispute ; while, inEngland, it is a

purely English controversy. M. Paul Bert and

his friends hold that Catholicism is less dangerous

under the rule of the Concordat than it would be

if exempt from State control, that the union of

the civil and religious powers acts as a salutary

check on the Jesuits. Financial considerations

play a subordinate part in the French discussion .

The chief object that the Republicans have in view

is to minimize clerical influence in French society .

M. Paul Bert and Mr. Moncure D. Conway, too ,

for that matter, are "opportunists" : they advo-

cate a patient and politic sufferance of momentary

evil in the belief that they will finally gain a more

complete victory. Although radicals, they think it

wiser to be conservative in their dealings with

"In England, the Prince of Wales does not feel

called upon to court so assiduously the powerful

literary guild. The English throne is strong be

cause it is a shadow: giving it substance would

onlyweaken it. The Prince might better, perhaps,

turn his attention to the English democracy, the

new and dangerous element about to enter into

English politics as the result of the recent Reform

Bill. The advent on the public stage of this illit-

erate and groggy class for ignorance and intem-

perance are its predominant characteristics-fore-

bodes no good to England. I believe in democ-

racy and universal suffrage as practised in the

United States, where, on account of our highly

organized system of government, the thoughtless

masses cannot swamp the thoughtful élite, and gov-

ernment is not wholly at the mercy of a popular

whim or momentary burst of passion. But such

will not be the case in England. The ungoverned

and untrained masses will have a direct and imme-

diate voice in the most delicate and complicated

questions of state. 'An appeal to the country'

will, henceforth, be fraught with perils that Great

Britain has never dreamed of. If the kingdom | priests, whether of French or English birth. In

were a confederacy; if there were parliaments, like

our State legislatures, in Scotland, Ireland, and

thenorth and south of England, I should not con-

sider this influx of new voters so full of danger;

for they would participate not so much in national

politics as in provincial politics. But it is not

probable that such a radical remodelling of English

institutions will occur in our day, although the

plan is advocated by many thoughtful Englishmen,

and notably by Mr. Goldwin Smith. England,

therefore, monarchical, conservative,old-fashioned
England,-is to be the first among Anglo-Saxon

States to present to the world an example of what

Ican only call a jelly-fish democracy.

"In Russia, I found the condition of the Jews

much worse than in Germany. The ill-treatment

of them is not limited to those of native origin:

Jews from foreign lands sojourning in Russia are

subjected to the same vexations. Iwas informed

that the diplomatic representatives of the various

nations at St. Petersburg, discouraged by repeated

rebuffs, no longer try to protect their citizens, if

ofHebraic birth .

"And this innovation has been brought about

by Gladstone, or at least with his sanction. Now,

I have never been an admirer of the ' People's

William,' I have never been fascinated by his soph-

this way, Mr. Conway hopes to inherit their riches

and M. Bert to limit their mischief.

PARIS, May, 1885.

THEODORE STANTON.

WHAT IS IT TO BE GREAT ?

It is to be cognizant of great things. Greatness

perceives greatness. This is the difference be-

tween man and low orders of life. From the

polyp up, growth in greatness is simply increase

in perception of great things. Man is but as

much greater than the zoöphyte as cognizance

of space, of time, of thought, of love, of religion ,

surpasses hunger and the perception of eddies in

water. In a like way, the philosopher reflected on

the fly walking on the pillar of a cathedral. To

the insect, the vast and glorious building was no

more than a small surface, whose roughness per-
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haps plagued the delicate structure of its feet.

To the eye of the man, the inequalities disap-

peared, which to the fly were great pits and hills ;

but the column itself and all its fellows and the

dome and spires were gathered into a glorious

creation of devout mind. This cognizance of the

greatness above the little hollows in the pillar

constitutes the human greatness above the insect.

Carlyle defines a hero as "a great soul open to the

significance of life." But this itself is greatness,

-this openness to the appearance of divinity.

Simply, it is the power to see what is to be seen.

What makes an eye a strong and fine eye ? The

measure of its capacity to do the eye's work; that

is, to behold. And what makes the excellence

of the whole man ? Power to discern what it

belongs to the whole man to discern. Marcus

Aurelius says we shall be helped to do well, "if

we remember that what does the work of a fig

tree is a fig-tree, and that what does the work of

adog is a dog, and that what does the work of a

bee is a bee, and that what does the work of a

man is a man." A very great power of eye to

see may be an endowment of nature : only two

or three eyes are known which, naked, have seen

the crescent of Venus. Or seeing power may

grow from trained and industrious effort. When,

by exquisite skill, a delicate object is placed under

a microscope, perhaps there are not a dozen eyes

in the whole great city that can see what never-

theless lies there visible, to the ecstasy of the

mind equipped with the eye to behold it. So with

the harmonies that besiege the ear. They scale

not the ramparts of all ears. So with the exceed-

ing delicacy of the sense of touch, and with knowl-

edge of color and of shape and of the objects of

all the senses. But the soul is the seeing behind

the eye, the hearing behind the ear, the tangibility

of things touched, the percipiency of shape and

color in beauty. Mind is great only as it perceives

those things which are great ; and mind is

greater as it knows what the greatness of things

is, and this is their co-operation in one thought and

the contribution of each in its own place to the

one perfect idea and meaning. Two things we

must consider that things often seem not as

they are, and, still more, that they often seem

as they are not. It is greatness to correct the

seeming, to be cognizant of the reality. This

truth takes hold of daily life, and has deep moral

meaning.

In what need we so much real greatness of

mind as in our moral judgments, our estimates

of the value of human deeds and feelings ? We

do not see things as they are, seeing but in part,

and failing to glorify what in reality is grand,

because we see but a little corner of it ; and we

see things as they are not, not only not exalting

the good, but praising the ill, and choosing the

little, the bad, the perishing, when the grand,

the good, and the everlasting are close by us.

The humane Beccaria, when he changed some

views which first he had expressed, but which

afterward he thought too severe, added in a note :

"I am ashamed of what I formerly wrote on this

subject. I have been accused of irreligion with-

out deserving it; and I have been accused of

disaffection to the government, and deserved it

as little. I was guilty of a real attack upon the

rights of humanity, and I have been reproached

by nobody." A noble avowal for Beccaria, who

thus corrected himself; but a reproach to the

world which had not corrected him. Better than

all genius, whatever that may mean, than all the

scope and power of mind, better than all art, than

all learning, is the true greatness of seeing great-

ness where it is, and of putting things in their

true relations by our moral judgments. And the

more cloaked by lowly conditions and unattrac-

tive forms, the poorer in shape or position or

power, the less conventional, the less expected the

greatness is, the greater is the soul which per-

ceives and uncovers the divine, and declares that

it is shining there inwhatever lowliness of fortune.

This greatness is really cognizance of God. There

is a way of looking at God and thinking not of

glory; for we may take the conditions about us

and not interpret them, or see them in their place

in the universe of stars whose infinity makes any

point a centre. Also, we are to remember this :

that the human will in the mystery of its actions,

which is called freedom, is mingled with divine

acts to their obscurity; so that, thus mingled, it

is the office of a great soul to perceive divinity

clear and in itself. It is great, therefore, to see

the trend of the shore of life,not disconcertedby

inlets or jagged points or scattered pebbles, which

are but the coast of the present jutting into the sea

which is eternity. It is great to seewhat is coming

in what now is; the triumph yet to be, the victory,

the divine operativeness in all things. In sum,

greatness is not power to tell what we see, not

eloquence, not the cunning of the eye or the hand

on canvas, marble, or tuned strings; but it is to

see the one in all and all in one, for in this unity

is the greatness of creatures and of the Creator.

"The man to whom all things are one,who bring-

eth all things to one, who seeth all things in one,

he is able to remain steadfast of spirit and at rest

inGod."

EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

J. V. BLAKE.

MR. SAVAGE's address which appears in The

Index this week is also printed in the June num-

ber of the Unitarian Review.

APROPOSITION introduced at a recent meeting

of the Republican organization of Ward 9, Brook-

lyn, to treat Rev. John W. Chadwick as a deserter,

and to decline further fellowship with him politi-

cally, he having admitted that he had voted and

worked against Mr. Blaine "because he did not

want to see the banner of true Republicanism

trailed in the dust," was rejected by a vote of 25

to18.

MR. M. D. CONWAY has returned to this country

with his family. He will, it is stated, make his

home in New York, and devote himself to literary

pursuits. He is reported as saying : "I see no

prospect of building up a congregation. Besides

that, my inclinations are to give up the cares of a

congregation. I have been preaching since I was

nineteen years old, and I think it is time now

to rest."

THE Parker Memorial Science Class, at its meet-

ing Sunday, the 7th, the last of the season,-at

which Mr. D. H. Clark read a very interesting and

instructive paper on "Joseph Priestley,"-voted to

have a picnic at Waltham, Sunday, June 21. The

Parker Memorial Society was unanimously invited

to join the Class on this excursion. We may here

mention that the name of Mr. W. S. Kennedy,

whose address was on "Some Social Views of

Ruskin," was inadvertently omitted from the list

of speakers for the class which appeared in The

Index last week.

"A MODEL HOUSE," a copy of which we have

received from the author, is the title of a comedy

written some years ago by Judge E. P. Hurlburt,

of Albany. The title-page bears the words, "Not

published,but communicated confidentially by the

author," from which we infer the workwas printed

for private circulation only. Those who know the

distinguished jurist only by his serious writings,

as Human Rights and their Political Guarantee,

have but a faint idea of the sarcastic and humor-

ous side of his character with which his more inti-

mate friends are familiar, glimpses of which are

caught in reading "AModel House."

LILIAN WHITING, in a letter to the Chicago In-

ter-Ocean, mentions the large and appreciative

audiences in attendance at the annual convention

of the Free Religious Association this year, and

adds : "They were people whose names stand for

something, who represented ideas and their expres-

sion in word or action. In fact, the Free Relig-

ious Association was the intellectual focus of the

anniversaries; and its sessions offered more of vig-

orous and vital thought than those of any other

assembly of the week. These are not the times

that try men's souls with the thrilling issues of

the days of Parker and Garrison; but there are

great intellectual movements in the air, and toward

these this Free Religious body of thinkers and

scholars is most receptive... Comprehending, of

course, many shades of belief, it is, as a body, emi-

nently intellectual, refined, and spiritual, in the

truest sense of the term."

THE editor of Liberty says that the liberal papers,

among which The Index is mentioned, "and all the

Free Religionists, agnostics, and materialists, and

other infidels, so called," although opposed to the

ecclesiastical machine, "when asked to confront ex-

actly the same situation in the political sphere, are

stiff-necked Presbyterians, hard-shell Baptists, and

straight-laced political orthodox of a very fanatical

type. When I meet them, they politically invite

me to rise for prayers, seek Jesus, and flee from

the wrath to come." Whenever we have had a

chance to refer to the anarchistic views of the

editor of Liberty in his presence, instead of inviting

him "to rise for prayers, " etc., we have pointed out

the absurdity of his notions, and asked him to

meet certain objections, and to show any error in

the reasoning which demonstrates that anarchism

is a wild dream impossible of realization. On such

occasions, his attitude has been as diffident as his

spirit in the paragraph quoted from above is confi-

dent and courageous.

In The Index of June 4, we quoted from a daily

paper to the effect that worshippers at Dr. Sunder-

land's church in Washington were "indignant"

and showed "considerable feeling" when it was

discovered that Fred. Douglass had hired the

pew usually occupied by the tenant of the White

House, the President preferring one less conspicu-

ous. We remarked that Mr. Douglass was entitled

to any pew in Dr. Sunderland's church that he

could hire and pay for, but expressed a little sur-

prise that he should care for a pew in an orthodox

church, whose creed he had outgrown years ago.

Mr. Douglass writes us that the paragraph "illus-

trates the lamentable tardiness of truth in compar-

ison with the fleetness of falsehood; for, outside of

the simple fact that I attended one service in Dr.

Sunderland's church four weeks ago, there is not

oneparticle of truth in the story referred to above.

Ihave neither rented a pew in that church nor

attempted to do so, nor did my presence cause

any visible sensation or indignation. The whole

story originated in the fertile brain of malignant

correspondents, in greedy pursuit of sensational

matter for their hungry journals. I contradicted

the whole story on the same morning of its utter-

ance, and I regret that this contradiction should

have escaped the vigilance of the usually clear-

sighted editor of The Index. You are quite right

in representing me as having outgrown the ortho-

dox creed; but I have not outgrown my right to

enter an orthodox church and listen to an ortho-
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dox sermon, when I may please to do so. Ihardly

think that such occasional attendance will be likely

to endanger the stability of my convictions, or com-

promise my position as a free and independent

thinker." We are glad to publish Mr. Douglass'

correction, regretting that, misled by a paragraph

which appeared in many papers, and the contradic-

tion of which wedid not see in any, wedid injus-

tice to our honored friend. It is said that a lie will

make its way around the world while a truth is put-

ting on its boots; but, when the truth gets its boots

on, the lie, as in the above case, is pretty sure to

be severely kicked, if not killed. Mr. Douglass'

right to attend any church he chooses, and as

often as he sees fit, is beyond dispute; and nobody

who knows him imagines that listening to any

amount of orthodox preaching would either revive

his belief in Orthodoxy or compromise his position

as a free and independent thinker. Supposing

that he had become a regular attendant at Dr.

Sunderland's church, we merely wondered how he

could have the patience to hear so often the old

story over and over again.

SAYS the Week: "A social journalist at Toledo,

for assailing private and domestic character, has

been tarred and feathered. This was a highly

irregular proceeding; but how is society to defend

itself, when the purveyor of slander has neither

money wherewith to pay damages nor any char-

acter to forfeit by a legal conviction ?" If society

were what it should be, it would be less readyto

listen to unsupported attacks upon character by

irresponsible persons. The fact is, such attacks

are often encouraged in the supposed interests of
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hundred years old. While, even since Boston was

founded, Milton wrotehis great epic. He knew of

the ideas of Copernicus ; though, for the purposes

of his poem, at any rate, he rejects them. His

whole universe is not so large as the now known

orbit of the moon.

So recently, then, has Science givenus our pres-

ent universe for a home. She shattered the crystal

spheres of Ptolemy, and turned the "firmament"

into "the blue dome of air." She set the station-

ary earth in motion, and sent it spinning about

the sun. And now our earth, instead of being the

centre, is found to be only one little planet,-a

subordinate part of one little system, itself a sub-

ordinate part of an infinite order. For our whole

tiny group is so far away from even its nearest

neighbor that a little fleet of yachts alone in the

centre of the wide Atlantic, with no sign of life

nearer than the far-off shores, could only faintly

figure forth its startling isolation. It takes light

about eight minutes and a half to reach us from

our sun; while this same ray, in order to reach

our nearest next-door neighbor outside our system,

wouldhave to travel about one million eight hun-

dred and forty thousand minutes. And, even then,

the white-winged messenger would only be stand-

ing on the threshold of infinity.

Is it anywonder that the science that has done

all this should expect to change a good many

things more?

But we need to glance for a moment a little

nearer home than the stars, and obtain a glimpse,

at least, of the extent to which science has changed

the conditions of our daily life. Until very re-

religion and of political parties by men whose Is a Scientific Basis for Religion Possible? cently, men have postulated a miraculous origin

standing is good in Church and State. It is not

strange, therefore, that so many unscrupulous

journalists take advantage of their position to

traduce those who have offended them. "A pur-

veyor of slander" is no more entitled to the re-

spect of honorable men and women than is a thief ;

and the more frequent the prosecution of those

who invent and circulate lies in regard to individ-

uals, whether to gratify personal revenge or to

weaken the influence of public opponents, and

thus to repel people from the party or principles

they represent, might serve as a wholesome re-

straint on those given to slander "who have

neither money wherewith to pay damages nor any

character to forfeit by a legal conviction."

THE Concord School of Philosophy, which will

open this year July 16, and continue three weeks,

will discuss Goethe and the question, "Is Panthe-

ism the Legitimate Outcome of Modern Science ?"

The lectures on Goethe will comprise these :-

"Goethe and Religion," by Rev. Dr. R. A. Holland;

"Goethe's Relation to Kant and Spinoza in Philoso-

phy," by F. L. Soldan; "Goethe's Faust and the

Novelets in Wilhelm Meister," by Prof. Harris ;

"Goethe's Youth," by Prof. H. S. White, of Cornell

University; "The Ewig- Weibliche," by Mrs. Ednah

D. Cheney; "Goethe's Faust and Wilhelm Meister as

a Whole," by D. J. Snider; "Goethe's Relation to

English Literature," by F. B. Sanborn ; "Poésies

Lyriquesde Goethe," by Réné de Poyen Belleisle ;

"Goethe and Schiller," by Rev. Dr. Cyrus A. Bartol ;

"TheWomen ofGoethe," by Mrs. Julia WardHowe;

"The Elective Affinities," by S. H. Emery, Jr.;

"Goethe's Titanism," by Thomas Davidson;"Goethe's

Self-culture," by John Albee; "Child-life as por-

trayed in Goethe's Works," by Mrs. Caroline K.

Sherman, of Chicago; "Wilhelm Meister and Haw-

thorne's Donatello," by Julian Hawthorne; "Goethe

as Playwright," by William A. Partridge.

There will also be readings from Thoreau and

from Mr. Alcott's diaries. In the symposium on

Pantheism and Modern Science, Rev. A. P. Pea-

body, Mr. John Fiske, Prof. W. T. Harris, and

Prof. Howison, and others, will take part in papers

orby speech.

An Address delivered before the Free Religious Association

at Parker Memorial Hall, Boston, May 29, 1885.

BY M. J. SAVAGE.

The whole wide field of the modern world is but

one grand scenic display in illustration of the con-

flicts and conquests of science. Always has her

flag led the way to victory; andno weapon turned

against her has prospered.

It is not so long ago that this earth was the

universe ; while the sun, moon, and stars were

only "appurtenances thereunto belonging." God,

angels, and devils were chiefly interested in a

struggle going on here, recently begun, soon to

be ended, when time was to be no longer, and

eternity was to become all. But science, like a

young demiurgos, has touched, transformed, and

re-created all things. And now we see "a new

heaven and a new earth ; for the first heaven and

the first earth" are "passed away." The word has

gone forth, "Behold, I make all things new. ”

We talk to-day with a friend in a distant city as

familiarly as two neighboring gossips used to con-

verse with each other from opposite windows,

across a narrow street. And, each new wonder

becoming a commonplace in a week, we are apt to

forget how very modern all these things are. So

we lose the marvel of what science has done in two

hundred years .

The little flat earth plain of the ancients, flowed

round by the ocean stream,domed by asolid con-

cave as real as the cover of a dinner-platter, ruled

by Jehovah or Jove, covering a cavern peopled by

the shades of the dead, a scene of magic and mar-

vel, the battle-ground of deities, demigods, heroes,

and monsters of every kind, all this is not so

very far away. The "ancients" themselves were

very modern, as compared with our present con-

ceptions of the beginnings of life on earth. And

Dante's world, a Christian crystallization of many

preceding speculations, is hardly more than five

for humanity only about six thousand years ago.

The Garden of Eden has faded into the cloud-land

of mythology; and science asks us to look down a

vista of at least two hundred thousand years, to

see our half-human ancestors cradled in a jungle,

with the bestial cries of the forest for lullaby; and

then to note how, with slow and painful steps, our

race has struggled up a pathway wet with tears

and blood to its present vantage-ground of civiliza-

tion. And it is only in these recent years, by the

help of this same science, that our race is gaining

its conquest over the earth. Science found man

timidly creeping along the river-banks and the

ocean shores, shaping with clumsy hands and

crude, flint implements a crazy "dug-out" in which

to venture a little way over a sea peopled with

monsters, and with all imaginable threatening

horrors on every hand. She built for him the

steamship, and turned the widest oceans into com-

mon ferry-ways. She found him toiling a few

miles a day on foot or horseback or in some

springless cart, and she built him the railway and

the Pullman car. She found him sending a courier

with a notched stick for a message to some other

tribe, and she gave him the lightning for a post-

boy, and turned the world into a whispering gal-

lery. She found him living in little isolated and

hostile groups, imagining the world beyond his

narrow limits peopled with barbarians and mon-

sters; and she gave him the printing-press, whose

scattered leaves alight on every breakfast-table,

and so gives us the sense of common interests ,

common wants, common sufferings, common aims,

and a common brotherhood. Wherever the most

careless eye rests to-day, it looks on some gift of

this wondrous, omnipresent, all-conquering, all-

generous science.

So much has this "science" thus wrought that

we have come almost to look upon the word as

though it stood for an entity, a demigod, a genie

ofsome Aladdin's lamp. No wonder if the men

of science are proud of the past ! No wonder they

hold the most extravagant views as to what the

1
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future may unfold! No wonder they borrow the

feelings, if not the words, of him who sung the

triumphs of steam, and sometimes say to humanity,

"By and by, you may go and play,

While I manage the world myself."

Is it to be expected that, in a world so trans-

formed, anyclass of human ideas is to escape the

general transformation ?

The religions of the past, whether true or false,

have been held on grounds that science cannot

recognize. Hence the inevitable "conflicts" and

"warfares," whose history and principles have been

so ably, if not completely, set forth by such men

as Dr. John W. Draper and President Andrew D.

White. But the warfare of science has not been

confined to the old religion as an antagonist. Sci-

ence has also had towar against the old history,

the old philosophy, and even against the old sci-

ence. The fact of it is that bigotry and conserva-

tism are not all in the Church. They are too

human, and there is too much of them, to be shut

up in any one enclosure. There can be a scientific

bigotry as well as one that bears the label of Pres-

byterianism. Witness the attitude of all the older

physicians in England toward Harvey's discovery

of the circulation of the blood. It is said that no

one of them who had passed the age of forty ever

got his eyes open wide enough to see the new

light. Witness the purely scientific authority of

Newton, which eclipsed the glory of Young, as the

discoverer of the true theory of light, for a century.

Witness Agassiz and evolution. And the list might

be indefinitely extended.

But because Science carries on her warfare

against the old theories and supposed facts of

history, philosophy, and science in the past, no one

supposes that any one of these-history, philoso-

phy, or science-is to be slain, or must of necessity

cease to exist. No false theory about the stars

ever endangered the light of any single one of

them. So it seems to me quite possible that false

theories about religion, or the discovery that sup-

posed religious facts are without foundation, may

not hinder its continued career, any more than

false theories about the earth are likely to hinder

its continued circuit about the sun.

Alittle clear thinking and some good definitions

ought to bring some help to those who do a good

deal of ill-digested talking about science, as well

as to a similar class that endangers religion by its

unwise defence. Let us then try to get our bear-

ings and find out just what it is that we are talk-

ing about. We will then examine the two great

supposed antagonists, and see if we can find out

what they are.

I. What is Science?

Tohearpeople talking about it, you would sup-

pose that it is a thing, an entity, that can be in

favor of or opposed to some other thing. But sci-

ence is only man thinking,-one of the functional

activities of humanity, as religion is another of his

functional activities. Instead of being a thing, it

is only a method of dealing with things. It is the

way-and, I believe, the only way-of rational

study, of the discovery of truth. I hold that no

man ever did discover any truth, or ever will, ex-

cept by the use of the scientific method. That

men used this method before they thought of it,

or formulated it, is nothing against this position.

Men spoke grammatically before they formulated

grammar ; and they used their eyes for ages before

they dreamed about any theory of vision. But

men can use their eyes much more effectively, and

can more easily distinguish between hallucination

and reality, since they understand the laws of

sight. So, since they have formulated the laws of

investigation, they can make more rapid and sure

advances in the discovery of truth.

What now is this method of science ? It con-

sists in three distinct and separate steps of inves-

tigation.

1. The first step is observation. This is the

simple looking at a supposed fact. But the im-

pression one gets from this first looking may be a

quite erroneous impression. For the eyes alone

maysend up a false report to consciousness. The

eye tells us that the earth is flat; that the moon is

only a few miles away, and is no larger than a

platter. Different eyes do not agree as to colors.

Amovement maybe made so rapidly that the eye

shall misreport it completely.

In a similar way, the reports of all the other

senses are liable to be mistaken. It is not enough

then to see a thing or hear a thing or feel a thing.

The one testimonymust be checked off by other

testimonies. The report must be corroborated. So

2. We must take the next step, that of verifica-

tion. To do this, we repeat the observation. We

call in the aid of the other senses. We check off

or modify one report by another. We compare

them; we try to eliminate sources of error ; we

apply one method of explanation after another,

until we feel reasonably sure that we have found

the only one that is adequate. Then, for the first

time, we have a right to say that we know that

fact. Then

Wehavecome nowface to face with a question

that is central to our whole discussion. On ac-

countof its importance, it has a right to ask your

most careful attention. When may any institu-

tion be said tohave a scientific basis ? There can

be but one answer; though it seems to me that

people holdthe mostconfused and absurd notions

about it. An institution has a scientific basis,

when the thoughts, the emotions, the rites or cus-

toms, and the actions involved in it are found to

accord with the scientifically ascertained nature of

things. And any institution, being a fact, has a

prescriptive right to exist until by the use of the

scientific method it is proved not to be in accord

with the nature of things. That is, science has no

right to demand the surrender or abolition of all

things that do not happen as yet to have been

demonstrated. He would not be an over-wise man

who should propose incontinently to pull down all

houses whose foundations are not already proved

to be secure. When he has carefully examined

and proved, in the case of some particular one,

that it is not secure, then is the time for his work

of demolition to begin. But there is a certain

class of dynamite scientists who propose to blow

everything up first, and examine them afterward.

One other point needs to be made clear; that is ,

the range, the scope of science, or the proper field

for scientific investigation. There are many who

would say to Science, Your instruments and meth-

ods of investigation are the proper ones for cer-

tain departments of study or life; but, by the

very nature of things, they are excluded from

others. Some self-appointed keepers of certain

alleged truths would say, Hands off! my realm is

too sacred or two subtle for science to deal with.

Others-and these perhaps among men of science

themselves-are ready to pronounce certain depart-

ments of thought or life unreal, because they do

not lend themselves to the cruder methods of re-

search with which they happen to be familiar.

But we all need to learn, once and for all, that

whatever is true, and at the same time touches in

any way the life of humanity, is capable of being

scientifically investigated. Undoubtedly there may

be many things true in distant parts of the uni-

verse, or even near at hand, that do not touch

human life, and so do not concern us. For ex-

ample, perhaps we shall never find out very much

about the back of the moon; and perhaps it will

not trouble us much, if we do not. Perhaps there

are inhabited worlds whose suns even are beyond

the range of our largest telescopes; and perhaps

we shall never know much about such worlds.

But if a thing does not touch, and so does not in-

fluence or modify, our lives in any way, it is no

matter whether we know about it or not. The

things then that are beyond our reach and so be-

yond our knowledge are the things that it does not

concern us to know. But whatever does touch us

is thereby proved to be within our reach ; and

all such things we can investigate by scientific

methods.

3. We are at liberty to take the next step, deduc-

tion. We have verified a large number of facts

that are similar in their general characteristics,

and we put them together in a class by themselves.

Now, we have a right to go on and deduce a theory

as to their relations to each other. And these con-

stant relations we speak of as the law that under-

lies them, and by which they are what they are.

This is what is meant by a scientific theory or

hypothesis. And, if no new fact is discovered that

our theory cannot make room for or explain, as we

say, then we consider our hypothesis established.

And, just here, we need to bear in mind another

thing, that what science speaks of as a law is not

a thing or force or entity any more than science

itself is. It is popularly spoken of as though it

were a statutory enactment or a positive force that

was capable of doing things. It is nothing more

than our way of saying that the relations between

certainphenomena are constant and are changing.

Now, then, after science has taken its third step,

-deduced its theory,-its triumph is attained, and

its power becomes manifest. Taking its stand on

the observed constancy of nature, it can recon-

struct the past and predict the future. It can

talk of eclipses and conjunctions of the planets

five hundred years ago or five hundred years to

come. So it can reconstruct history, or discover

and explode ancient errors in philosophy, religion,

and science. So, with astonishing accuracy, it can

foresee the issues of our present political and relig-

ious tendencies. And, if the world be wise, it

will use its light in guiding and shaping the forces

now at work so as to determine a better future

forman.

Science has achieved its most dramatic triumphs,

so far, in the field of material facts; and I suppose

it is on that account that many set up the claim

that it ought to confine itself to these, and that

It is apparent, then, that science is only organ-

ized common sense. It is only man rationally try-

ing to rid himself of his errors and to find out

what is true in every department of thought and

life. It isman in the light of past experience try- | nothing else is real. But, though there is about

ing not to repeat his blunders,butto find out the

reality of things, so that he may rightly adjust

himself to them. Science never destroyed a fact

or discredited a truth; and it never will. Those

who are afraid of it only reveal their lack of

knowledge as to what it is, or else their distrust as

to the soundness of their own positions. Its only

office is to clarify the present of its errors inherited

from an uncritical and unscientific past, and to go

onto new conquests of the undiscovered.

them none of the characteristics or qualities that

we associate withwhat we call matter, a feeling, a

flitting fancy, or even a dream, is a fact as much

as a boulder, a glacier, or the remains of a mega-

therium. As a fact, it must be dealt with and

accounted for by any one who undertakes to set

up a comprehensive theory of the world. What

we call the emotional, the mental, the spiritual,-

the whole psychical life of man,-these are facts.

The inclinations that constitute the bonds of so-
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ciety are facts. Because they are immensely more

difficult to deal with than physical facts does not

put them beyond the range of science, nor absolve

science from the necessity of dealing with them.

There is no other possible alternative : either all

things are orderly-that is, under law-or else the

universe is a mad-house. And whatever is under

law, and that at the same time touches and so

concerns us, this can be investigated.

The outcome of our definition of science, then,

is this: 1. It is a method, and not a thing. 2. Its

scope includes all that it concerns us to know.

3. By any thing's having a scientific basis, we

mean that it is found, on investigation, to be in

accord with the discovered nature of things.

Now let us turn to the other great factor of our

theme, and ask,

II, What is Religion?

In general, then, and before coming to particu-

lars, I would define religion as man's effort to

express and interpret the greatest and most inclu-

sive of all human relations. And, in the nature

ofthings, itmust be as permanent as that relation

itself. Or, to state it in another form, so as to

open the way for a natural and needed analysis, I

would say, Religion is man's thought concerning

the relation in which he stands to the universe, or

to the powers or power that he recognizes as out-

side himself and as controlling his destiny. Of

course, his thought is accompanied by appropriate

emotions. And, of course, the thought and the

emotion will find external expression in what are

regarded as fitting rites, services, and courses of

conduct; while the one purpose in it all will be

the establishment of what is looked upon as de-

sirable relations between man and this external

power.

I put the thought first, because an intellectual

perception of this relation must precede all con-

scious feeling on the subject ; while the thought

and the feeling must precede the external expres-

sion in altars, temples, or services of any kind.

The purpose-which is the motive force of it all-

will be seen to permeate, run through, and mingle

with all the other elements of religion.

Religion, then, upon analysis, may be resolved

into these four elements :-

1. It is thought,-the creed, the theology.

2. It is emotion,-fear, awe, reverence, hope,

love, worship.

3. It is ritual, however elaborate or however

simple it may be.

ritual will take such shape as he supposes his

god to desire. And his purpose will be the estab-

lishment of what are regarded as desirable rela-

tions with this dread Power that is supposed to

hold the destiny of Israel inhis hands.

4. It is purpose,-the endeavor of man to adjust

himself to his supposed environment ; to get into

right relation to the Power not himself; or, in

New Testament phrase, to become "reconciled to

God."

Now, precisely similar things are true of the

Buddhist, the Mohammedan, and the Christian.

And, even if you drop the name of religion, you

do not escape the thing itself. Every man capa-

ble of thinking does think and must think of a

power external to himself. If capable of emotion,

he must have feelings that respond to the manifes-

tations of this power. By his thoughts and feel-

ings, his actions must be influenced and moulded.

And, knowing that his life, his prosperity, and

happiness depend on his knowledge of and obedi-

ence to this power, the purpose to be rightly ad-

justed to it must be the aim of every intelligent

and sane human being. For this religious search

is nothing more nor less than the search for the

secret of life. The essentials of religion, then, are

the essentials of all sane and healthyhumanliving.

The same religious elements that we discovered in

the fetich worshipper are vital to-day in Huxley,

in Herbert Spencer, in Haeckel, and in Colonel

Ingersoll. Even atheism itself is only the obverse

side of the current coin of religion. And these

essentials of religion must remain just so long as

there is a universe, and a man in it capable of

thinking and feeling about it. Get rid of all the

temples, churches, priests, and ministers, and you

would not get rid of religion any more than, by

abolishing the weather bureau at Washington and

destroying all the weather-vanes and thermometers,

you would get rid of the weather. And, even if

the climates themselves should all change, some

kind of climatic conditions would remain.

To see how true and real this all is, let us glance

at a few concrete illustrations drawn from the

different religions of the world. Begin with a

fetich worshipper. In some way,-no matter how,

-he has come to stand in awe of some mysterious

power supposed to reside in or be connected with

a stick or a curious stone. Now, he thinks of a

power here, external to himself, and as able in

some way to hurt or help him. He will naturally

feel afraid of this power. Then, by some rite or

ceremony, an offering or a prayer, he will try to

placate its anger or win its good will. And his

purpose will be, in it all, to establish what he re-

gards as desirable relations with it.

Pass from the fetich worshipper to the Jewish

high priest in Solomon's temple. His thought of

the power not himself has grown to the dimensions

of Jehovah, the God of Israel, or, as in later times,

the God of the whole earth. His emotions will

correspond to his intellectual conception. His

ances.

himself, man with his fellow, and man with the

external conditions ofhis life.

vance.

III. Where are We Now?

Let us now look a little at the condition of

religion at this present stage of the world's ad-
Wewill do this with two questions in

mind: first, as to what religious principles or

beliefs have a distinct and definite scientific basis;

and, secondly, as to what principles or beliefs,

though not yet demonstrated to be true, have a

right to remain,-for the present, at least,-be-

cause they have not been demonstrated to be

false.

What, then, are some of the elements of religion

-truths that maywell enough be called doctrines-

that are capable of demonstration ?

1. I would set down the existence of "an Infi-

nite and Eternal Energy from which all things

proceed. " This is as much more certain than any

phenomenal fact whatever as is the general fact

of seeing more certain than anybody's report of

any particular thing stated to have been seen.

It seems to me that, in this matter, people allow

themselves to be deluded by superficial appear-

Because a large part of any old religion

will not bear scientific investigation does not se-

riously threaten religion itself any more than the

stars were endangered by the overthrow of the

Ptolemaic system of astronomy. That the thought

elements, the emotional elements, and the ritual

istic elements of religion in the past should have

been found to have been erroneous or partial is a

matter of course, and goes without saying. For a

scientific man to discover and announce these facts

should startle no one, any more than the statement

parallel to this, and equally profound, that a boy's

trousers and jacket are not large enough for him

when he gets to be a man. It is doubtless true,

but not important enough to make a great deal of

fuss about. Put a finite being in the midst of an

infinite universe and tell him to grow, and results

like these are to be expected. And they are as

inevitable in regard to religion as they are in the

matter of clothes. Our religious beliefs, like all

the rest of our ideas, may always be partially un-

true ; and they must always be at least inadequate.

And yet they may be relatively right enough at

any special stage of human development. I sup-

pose that, at any particular epoch of the world's

advance, the people then living did just what we

are doing now. That is, they thought as correctly

as their brain power, limited by tradition and in-

herited prejudice, would let them. To ask them

to do more would be like asking the Swiss lake-

dwellers to build the Parthenon.
But while the creed, the emotion, and the ritual

are subject to perpetual change and growth, the

purpose remains forever the same. Thebodymay

grow old and die; but the soul ever reincarnates

itself in some more fitting form. Orders and types

of life perish; but life goes on. And this eternal

purpose of religion is one of reconciliation. It is

For my present purpose, I care not by what

name you call this Power, or, indeed, whether

you name it at all; for any finite name must be

utterly inadequate as a designation of the infinite.

But, unless Science is to stultify herself and

deny her own essential postulates, she must admit

that "nothing comes from nothing," and that "a

stream cannot rise higher than its source." If,

then, Imay not talk of this Power as thinking or

planning or loving or as personal,-because all

these are finite terms,-still, by all the canons of

science, Iamboundto regard it as at least equal

and adequate to these; for these are some of its

finite manifestations. This Power, then, is at

least as much as we mean by intelligence and

love and personality. Or, as Herbert Spencer

said to me one day, "I see no reason why we

should not regard this Power as being as much

above personality as we are higher than vegetable

growths."

And I, for one, see no good reason for our

being SO afraid of being anthropomorphic.

Whether afraid of it or not, we must be anthro-

pomorphic until we cease to be anthropoi, men.

And, if we were anything else, we should still be

limited to the stand-point of our natures, what-

ever they were. We are just as anthropomorphic

in chemistry as we are in theology. So long as

we speak at all, we must use terms derived from

our own experience. And even a partial expres-

sion may be more nearly correct than silence or

no expression at all. And it is just as possible

for one to be negatively dogmatic as to be posi-

tively so; and the former may be even farther

from the truth than the latter. He who asserts

mere force may be as dogmatic as he who asserts

God. He cannot prove that he is any more nearly

accurate. And, if he tells the theist that he does

not know what God is, the theist has a perfect

right to retort that he does not know what force is.

This Power, then, is not only real, it is the one

great reality.

2. Man is the product of, and is dependent on,

this Power. If, then, one grand element of relig

ion is "the sense of dependence on an unseen

Power," as it has been called, then, in so far, it

has abundant scientific justification.

3. In this infinite and eternal Power is the law

of man's life. This law was here before man

came, and it will be here after he departs. In

entering life, he comes under its jurisdiction .

This sense of being amenable to a higher law has

always been an essential part of every religion .

It is no necessary part of this truth that this law

the progressive endeavor to reconcile man with should always have been looked upon as what
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would now be called good, or moral. It is enough

that he should always have regarded himself as

subject to a Power above him that demanded his

allegiance, and attached to his conduct or charac-

ter reward or punishment as the result of obedi-

ence or disobedience.

This belief, instead of being weakened by the

advance of science, is now established as one of

themost incontrovertible of all truths.

4. In this fact, that the laws of this infinite

Power are the inexorable conditions of life and

death for man, lies the mightiest conceivable

motive force for conduct. To know and obey

these laws is at once the only true self-interest and

thehighest duty.

5. These laws, discovered and verified, consti-

tute the one book, the sacred Scripture. And,

while Science is calling them the "laws of nature,"

Isee no reason why religion should not call them

the "word of God," written on "tablets of stone,"

and on the "fleshy tablets of the heart," by the

very finger of the Highest.

6. On the emotional side, the teachings of mod-

ern science seem to me to furnish unspeakably

grander occasions than were ever known before

for the feelings of reverence, awe, humility, admi-

ration, and all the nobler emotions that have

always been associated with the attitude of wor-

ship. Indeed, take the worshipful element out of

human nature, and the very noblest attribute of

manhood is gone.

7. All rituals ; all services that are living expres-

sions of live thoughts and feelings; all that serve

to teach, to impress, to inspire, to lead to righteous-

ness (rightness) of thought or life,-find ample

warrant in the light of the best knowledge of the

modern world. Indeed, so far as they are effica-

cious in these directions, they are the most impor-

tant of all occupations. The highest and most

important use of this world is the development of

a noble man. All that science is worth is to serve

as a torch in his hand to show him where to walk.

The most of that which passes under the name of

science to-day is of a very subordinate value as

compared with that which shall teach him how

he ought to feel, and conduct himself, as a man.

8. I fail to see, then, what Science can have to

say against the Church as a permanent institution.

It may undermine and overthrow, if it pleases,

any number of false or partial theories as to the

Church's origin, nature, prerogatives, or powers.

But against the Church as a voluntary organiza-

tion of men and women seeking to find the art

of true living and to help others find it, in its

endeavors to study and practise the best religious

life, a sensible science can raise no objection that

would not be equally valid against an art associa-

tion or a scientific society ; while the aim of the

true Church is as much more important than

either of these as life itself is more important than

its embellishments or assistants.

9. The actual history of the past shows fear and

hate decreasing and love and trust increasing ;

and this both in relation to man and also as

toward the Power manifested in the external

world. This, being exactly in line with the great,

distinctive work of religion, which is one of

reconciliation, reveals a demonstrable and de-

monstrated ground for her noblest expectations ;

and it also shows that those expectations are

being progressively realized.

philanthropy would call "the kingdom of man."

In the light of modern knowledge, we are justi-

fied in hoping for such a kingdom here on earth.

This is one of the great hopes of Religion. It is

the natural and necessary outcome of her work

of reconciliation and adjustment, which-however

wisely or unwisely sought-is her universal and

eternal purpose.

But she cherishes one other hope. And this

hope is so paradoxical, so audacious, somagnificent,

that the mere fact of its being cherished at all, if

untrue, is almost more wonderful than that it should

be true. Almost every religion in the world has

confidently promised even its humblest adherents

that they should somehow successfully overleap

the apparently bottomless chasm of death, and,

dowered with immortal youth, start out on a

career of eternal life.

This practically universal hope is a fact as real

as a granite cliff. It is a product of this universe,

on any theory you choose to hold. In some way,

science must deal with it.

Suppose we start with the picture of human life

so pessimistically pictured by the Persian poet,

Omar Khayyám,-

"Into this universe, and why not knowing,

Nor whence, like water willy-nillyflowing;

And out of it, as wind along the waste,

Iknow not whither, willy-nilly blowing."

Now, if man be only that, a pinch of dust caught

by a passing wind and whirled into fantastic form

for a moment, only to be scattered again aimlessly

to the waste,-on that theory, how did it happen

that he took up with this most stupendous lie,

whispered to him by a universe more crazy than

himself ? They tell us that dream and trance and

subjective vision will account for it. Perhaps ;

but who will account for the dream, the trance,

the subjective vision ? All that is only covering a

mystery with a phrase. It is only a stake set up

by wise men to mark the boundary lines of their

ignorance.

It may be true that the Power manifested in the

universe blows sun and planets and moons like

soap-bubbles, only that they may swell and glitter

and burst, all unmindful of the intensity of human

love and hope or the intensityof fear and despair.

But, if so, then it must be Hartmann's "Uncon-

scious" or Jonathan Edwards' "Devil." But, in

that case, who knows that he can rely on the rea-

son that comes to such conclusions ? In a universe

like that, reason itself may be either meaningless

or only one of a devil's freaks of fancy. But, until

we get something better, perhaps the most rational

way is to rely on reason. On any theory, reason

is a product of the universe. The universe, then,

must be as much, as high, as reason. If, then, the

conclusions of reason are valid, there must be an

outcome of this world-drama great enough and

good enough to justify the process. An age-long

progress that ends in "a hole in the ground" does

not seem to me quite worthy of a Power capable

of building the world for a stage, curtaining it

with clouds, doming it with the sky, and lighting

it with stars. A cheaper play-house would have

been good enough for so pitiful a tragedy or so

poor a farce. For one,

Icannot think this world shall end in naught,

That the abyss shall be the grave of thought ;

That e'er oblivion's shoreless sea shall roll

O'er love and wonder and the lifeless soul .

10. On the basis of the past there is laid a solid I do not claim on behalf of this hope of con-

foundation of fact on which Religion is justified
tinued existence that it has as yet a demonstrable

in building her loftiest structures of hope. Since scientific basis. But Ido claim that, for anything

the laws of this universe are now known to be Science can say to the contrary, Religion has a

the laws of human life, prosperity, and progress, clear and rational right to cherish the hope. The

it is seen that what Religion has called "the king- hope is a fact ; it exists; and no knowledge, an-

dom of God" is identical with what scientificcient or modern, is capable of proving it to be un-

founded. It is not onlya rational hope, but, on

the supposition that the universe means anything,

it is more rational than the opposite. If anyman

tells me that he does not want a future life, I will

tellhim in return that I do. If Mr. Frederic Har-

rison says I am selfish inwanting it, my reply is

that logicallyhe ought at once to commit suicide.

For, if it is selfish to wish to be alive a hundred

years from to-day, then it is also selfish to wish to

be alive next week. The only difference is that

my selfishness asks for a little larger quantity of

that which both of us desire.

Where, then, do we stand at the outcome of our

discussion ? We have found that religion is here,

and that it is a world-wide and age-long fact. In

studying the nature of that fact, we have discov-

ered it to be onlyman's attempt to express and

perfect an eternal relation,-a relation that inheres

in the very nature of the universe and of man.

The changes that have taken place in the past are

only the natural results of a better understanding

of that relation. Should the time ever come when,

through increasing knowledge and goodness, these

relations should be instinctively and automatically

maintained, and all outward institutions of relig-

ion be no longer needed, this even would not be

the destruction of religion, but its perfection.

Education is not abolished, when a man has

learned all that the schools can teach, and has

ceased to attend them. The essential thing in

government is the securing justice and order.

Should the time ever come when this became a

wholly internal thing, and outward laws and offi-

cials were not needed, would government have

ceased ? Because there is no visible Supreme

Courtto lay down the law for the planets, is there

no law or order among the heavenly bodies ? So

the essence of religion being its purpose to secure

this perfect reconciliation, it can be lost to sight

only in its own perfect realization.

And what is our last word aboutscience ? Being

as it is only a method of study, the way to the in-

vestigation of truth, its highest office can only be

to make a pathway for human advancement, and

hold the torch by which we may see our road.

And since religion is, at any special stage of the

world's growth, man's best endeavor to give body

and form to that which is the highest object of

human concern,-the art of life itself,-it follows

that the noblest office of science must be to serve

as the helper of religion.

Humanity progressing may be likened to a train

of cars en route. The religious motive-the hun-

ger for life, for life larger and fuller-is the steam

in the engine. Science teaches man how to survey

and build the road, and then places her torch of

truth for a head light to shine out over the track

that leads on toward the future .

CORRESPONDENCE.

MESSIANIC PROPHECY : THE FULFILLED

AND THE UNFULFILLED.

Editors of The Index:-

Whether or not the Messianic prophecies of He-

brew Scripture were spoken with intended reference

to Jesus of Nazareth, it is unquestionable that, ac-

cording to the gospel narratives of the New Testa-

ment, a considerable number of the incidents there

predicteddid have their fulfilment in his life. It is

also universally admitted that some of those prophe-

cies have not yet been fulfilled. It may, perhaps, be

instructive to classify the Messianic predictions, and

see which of them were fulfilled in Jesus and which

thus far remain unaccomplished. In the Gospels

ascribed to Matthew and John, the following things

are said to have taken place, "that the scriptures

mightbe fulfilled" :-

1. The birth in Bethlehem of the child Jesus, the

carrying him into Egypt by his parents, and their
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residence in Nazareth after returning from Egypt. righteousness and forsaking iniquity, and promised

Matt. ii . , 1-6, 15 , 23.

2. The fact that Jesus preferred to teach by para-

bles. Matt. xiii. , 34, 35.

3. The riding of Jesus upon an ass into Jerusalem.

Matt. xxi . , 1-7.

4. The division of the garments of Jesus by lot after

his crucifixion. Matt. xxvii. , 35.

5. The fact that thirty pieces of silver was the price

of the betrayal by Judas. Matt. xxvii ., 9 .

6. The fact that, in a certain place, the people"be-

lieved not on him." Johnxii. , 37, 38.

7. The casting of lots for the seamless coat. John

xix. , 24 .

8. The declaration of Jesus on the cross that he was

thirsty. John xix. , 28 .

9. The fact that the legs of Jesus were notbroken.

John xix. , 33-36.

Onthe otherhand, the following Messianic predic-

tions were in no manner or degree fulfilled by Jesus

during his life, nor has he fulfilled them since in any

manner or degree.

1. Isaiah declared (ix. , 6, 7) that the Messiah was to

sit on the throne of David, ruling the Hebrews as

Daviddid, and moreover securing to them peace and

ajust government forever.

2. Jeremiah declared (xxiii. , 5, 6, and xxxiii. , 14-18)

that the Messiah, a lineal son of David, was to reign

forever on the throne of David, and was so to exe-

cute justice and judgment in the land of Palestine

that, under his rule, "Judah should be saved, and

Israel and Jerusalem should dwell safely."

3. Ezekiel declared (xxxvii. , 21 , 22, 25) that the

children of Israel should return from their disper-

sion, and settle as one nation in the land of Palestine,

and be ruled there forever by a prince of the house

ofDavid.

4. Amos declared (ix., 14, 15) that the house of

David should again rule Israel, and that, under its

government, that people should enjoy permanent

peace and prosperity in their own land.

These four, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Amos ,

ranked by both Jews and Christians as among the

highest of the Hebrew prophets, agree in the confi-

dent prediction that the Messiah will rule in the land

of Palestine, not only executing judgment and justice

there, but establishing permanent peace and prosper-

ity for the returned and reunited tribes of Israel.

Whenever a descendant of David shall accomplish

these things, he will have fulfilled the prophecies

above quoted, and will be rightfully called the "Mes-

siah." But not one of them has yet been fulfilled.

So far from enjoying permanent peace and prosperity

in their own land, the Jews have not yet returned

there: they are still scattered among all nations, and

still persecuted by many. Though a people, they are

no longer a nation. They have no common language,

and, if they could now be transported to Palestine,

they would be unable to understand each other: their

speech would match the fabled confusion of tongues

at Babel.

in recompense deliverance from oppression and per-

manentprosperity in the land of Palestine under the

rule of a prince of the house of David. As the car-

penter Joseph was descended from David, if his son

Jesus had shown himself disposed and competent to

lead a successful revolt against the Roman power,

the Jews would gladly have accepted him as the

Messiah, and fought to establish his kingdom. But,

as he showed neither the power nor the disposition so

to deliver them, there was not the slightest reason

why they should recognize in him the Deliverer of

whom Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Amos had

spoken. They were quite right in seeing that the

ministry of Jesus was not Messiahship: their error-

and a very great error-was in not seeing that minis-

try to be vastly better than Messiahship.

But, according to the four prophets above cited, the

permanent reunion of the Jews in Palestine, under

the peaceful and righteous rule of a descendant of

David, was the great, the essential, the principal

work assigned to the Messiah. This most important

part of the Messiah's function was not at all per-

formed by Jesus, and he no more performed it figura-

tively than literally. The Jews no more accepted

him as a reformer than as a king.

REV . JASPER NOT ALONE.

Editors of The Index :-

C. K. W.

Ithas long been something of a mystery to me why

the Rev. Jasper should be so extensively noticed for

promulgating the once world-wide theory that the

"sun do move." As a minister and an avowed

teacher in the Church, his position may be a little

out of the usual line; but, certainly, such views are

not so extremely rare in the Christian Church as the

frequent allusion to this one specimen might lead us

to suppose.

Within the past two weeks, I have met and con-

versed with two church members with whom the

Rev. Jasper ought certainly to share his laurels .

One, a man of fair intelligence, a notary public and

real estate agent in active business, declares that

he totally disbelieves in the diurnal rotation of the

earth, and asserts that day and night are the result

of the daily circuit of the sun around the earth. He

bases this assertion partly upon his own superficial

observations, but chiefly upon what he believes the

Bible to teach upon this subject. He frequently refers

to modern science in a slighting manner as "men's

doings," contrasting it with "God's work," which

latter designation he gives to the Bible. He admits

in most instances the reasonableness of scientific

views, but declares that we have "no right to trust

to reason, when reason conflicts with God's word."

Looking back now at the list of incidents in the

life of Jesus which are claimed in the New Testa-

ment as a fulfilment of prophecy in the Old, we find

that very few of them are acts done by Jesus himself,

themajority being things done to or for him by others .

We find, moreover, that the acts in question, far from

requiring the eminence or sanctity of character im-

plied in the Messianic office, are of a trivial and

superficial sort, such as could be done by any person;

and we find besides that these trivial things were

done for the purpose of fulfilling Scripture, and thus

of proving Messiahship. But, if Messiahship had con-

sisted mainly in being born in one town rather than

another, or in teaching by parables, as Æsop and

Jotham had done long before, or in riding into Jeru-

salem on an ass, it would not have been worth either

predicting or accomplishing.

The four great prophets above quoted really ex-

pected that Jehovah would reward righteousness

with present temporal prosperity. They therefore

urged upon their countrymen the duty of working

ministers well versed in combining theology and sci-

ence inproper proportions to make a palatablemixt-

ure, such woful laggards as our colored enthusiast

maynot be found; but place the Bible in the hands

ofmen not under such leadership, and not having the

time to cultivate those hair-splitting distinctions by

which alone it is possible to harmonize science and

orthodox theology, demand of these people an un-

reasoning mental submission in those instances in
which reason and revelation seem to conflict, and

there can be but one result,-namely, the multiplica-

tion ofBrother Jaspers in abundance.

MILLERTON, KAN. , April 16, 1885.

J. M. LATTA.

THE following allusion to the Unitarian National

Conference is from a sermon by Rev. J. W. Chad-

wick, which we find printed in Unity: "But, surely,

it is not enough that the inevitable drift of our expe-

rience should be from doctrines to principles, from

dogmas to ideals: we live a double and divided life

until we frankly place ourselves upon the platform of

our principles and our ideals, and say we will be true

to these, whatever happens to our doctrines. Then I

believe that thousands who are now indifferent to

ourfunction will come and range themselves with us,

and march with us from victory to victory and from

joy to joy. And, to this end, I trust the National Con-

ference will not always be contented with the 'good

God, good devil' Preamble and Constitution with

which, for the present, it confronts an unbelieving

world. But let it stop patching its patches, and,

sweeping away its present mass of contradictions,

put in the place of them something like this, which

has been suggested by William J. Potter as the rec-

onciling word : 'The churches and societies, Unita-

rian and other, here assembled, reserving to them-

selves the right to hold and proclaim such other

religious principles and beliefs as may seem to them

individually to be reasonable and true, but agreeing

together that freedom of thought is a sacred and in-

alienable right of the human mind, and that true

character is of vastly higher moment than any uni-

formity of creed, do hereby unite themselves in a

common body to be known as the American Con-

ference of Unitarian and other independent societies,

to the end of energizing and stimulating one another

to the largest exertions in behalf of the important

interests which they have at heart for the promotion

of righteousness and truth.' Channing ! in whatever

robe of light you may be flaming now, would it not

give you some increase of joy to know we had at-

tained to this ?"

The other is a physician of the Eclectic school, al-

though not a regularly educated one,-a man of won-

derful popularity among his church people, possessed

of considerable wealth, good mental capacity, and

altogether quite a lion among his set. This man

openly ridicules some of the fundamental principles

of modern physics, and substitutes in their place

various theories of his own; for instance, that at-

mospheric pressure has nothing to do with the action

of the ordinary pump, but that the water is lifted

solely by the adhesion existing between the bottom

of the "plunger" and the top of the underlying col-

umn of air or water. He also frequently refers to

modern scientific investigations in a contemptuous

way as "men's doings," and is never tired of eulogiz-

ing the "grandeur of the prophecies." Although he.

generally remains discreetly silent when such subjects

as the diurnal and annual motions of the earth are

mentioned, it is generally understood that he does not

regard with favor the modern views. These people

are already sufficiently numerous here to contem-

plate building a church. The two I have selected are

only those who have expressed their opinions in my

presence. That there are at least some others among

them I have not the slightest doubt. It is also possi-

ble that some who publicly assent to modern scien-

tific views rather than incur notoriety by dissent

will, in the privacy of their own homes, and when

brought face to face with "that infallible Book,"

read the story of Joshua, and insert the mental

reservation that "the sun do move just the same ."

There is nothing strange or unaccountable in this

tendency to the production of an unprogressive type

of mind. We need not trace the Christian Church

many centuries back to find when it consisted of a

brotherhood of Jaspers who never dreamed of ques-

tioning the supposed fact which our Virginia enthu-

siast is now ridiculed for asserting. The Jaspers of

to day are one and all simply loitering around the

well-worn camp which the great bulk of the Church

has abandoned for a better field.

Certainly, the Church ought to deal with only the

greatest kindness with these poor benighted laggards

whosepresent position is the direct result of her own

fostering care. In a religious organization led by

THE editor of the Religio-Philosophical Journal, in a

letter to his paper from New York, writes: "One

afternoon, I took the cars on the Long Island railroad

andwent out to Garden City, in response to a note

from R. Heber Newton, D.D. , who had cordially in-

vited me to visit him at his country home. Here he

spends most of his time, going to New York on Sun-

days to preach and upon other occasions as required.

Here, far away from the turmoil and confusion of

traffic and commerce, fanned by the bracing breezes

from the ocean, and surrounded by those whose love

makes duty a pleasure in helping him in his work, he

can study and grow as he could not in the city....

I found Dr. Newton at the station awaiting my

arrival, and seated with him in his carriage the ven-

erable Elizabeth Peabody, whom I had last seen on

the platform of the Concord School of Philosophy

as one of the most active participants in the proceed-

ings. Though eighty-one years of age, quite feeble

of limb and nearly blind, her brain is clear and her

interest in current matters of philanthropy and liter-

ature as keen as ever. A drive of less than half a

mile brought us to Dr. Newton's spacious house,

where I was cordially greeted by Mrs. Newton, sev-

eral manly sons, a beautiful daughter, and at least

four fine hunting dogs, who, I was glad to see, re-

garded themselves as part of the family and made

as free in parlor and library as does a Scotch cousin

of theirs in my own house. Familiarity with Dr.

Newton's pulpit utterances had brought me to respect

him and admire his ability and courage; but it only

required five minutes in his library towarm me to a

sincere and, I believe, lasting affection for the man.

Ifound him much younger than Ihad supposed: he

is forty-four, and looks six years younger. During

the three hours spent with him, he impressed me as

earnest and thoughtful; full of buoyant hope, yet

well poised; courageous,but modest, ingenuous, and



THE INDEX JUNE 11 1885 599

3

T

い

receptive, yet with keenly analytical mind and

highly trained reflective faculties; caring nothing for

religious forms and ceremonies merely as such; with

aprofound respect for truth and an unflagging desire

to find it; slow to reach final conclusions; intrepid in

maintaining aposition so long as he deems it correct,

but ever ready to change when once his judgment is

convinced; a logical and well-trained mind, in a

sound and finely formed body."

TO F. H. S.

Isaw a rainbow,

Itwasfleeting;

Butthat rainbow,

Evermeeting,

Crosses still my upward look.

Once beholding it,forsook

Me all my cares .

Written in its lines of glory,

Underneath, another story

Answering all myprayers .

For The Index.

Now, my soul forever sayeth,

What is sorrow, that bewrayeth ?

Andmyfeet a lightness borrow

Of the morrow;

For that rainbowthen will shine,

And its shining shall be mine.

Omy friend, draw nigher now!

With the rainbow onthybrow;

Stillmylife uponthe earth

Groweth worthierin thy worth.

Onthe easel of mygrief,

Shadow of a parting brief,

Glows and grows the expectation,

Glows the sweet anticipation,

Everbrighter, of the love

That embraceth from above,-

Arching o'erme,

Circling roundme,

With apeace that ever fills,

With a joy that constant thrills;

For a nobler soul enfolds me.

Omy sorrow ! now I praise thee !

Omygrief! a song I raise thee !

For the parting sad

Maketh gladness glad;

Adding hope to joy that is,

And the yearning that is bliss.

Bend the bow of strong desire!

Draw the arrow tipped in fire!

Longing, loving, doth inspire.

BOOK NOTICES.

E. P. POWELL.

TWENTY-FIVE SERMONS OF TWENTY-FIVE YEARS. By

William J. Potter. Boston: Geo . H. Ellis. 1885.

pp. 417.

In these days, a volume of"sermons" is more likely

to repel than to attract, by such title, the general

reader; and a volume of sermons by one who, through

his reverence for truth, has discarded the prefix

"Rev." which custom attaches to the names of those

in his profession, seems somewhat anomalous. Yet

these twenty- five discourses are sermons in every

sense of the term; and, in spite of the to some-dis-

tasteful " odor of sanctity" about the word, there is no

better name by which to designate their character.

But those who may be deterred by its title from

opening this volume will make a mistake by which

they will be deprived of a fine intellectual treat; for,

accustomed as we have been for years, through the

columns of The Index, to the clear statement of ad-

vanced thought and to the elevated morality charac-

teristic of Mr. Potter's writings, yet we confess that

the perusal of these "twenty-five sermons" has been

somewhat of a surprise to us, a surprise, a pleasure,

and a source of inspiration,-surprise at the wide

range of thought on so many differing topics, pleas-

ure in the sympathetic insight as well as brave can-

dor with which those topics are discussed, and in-

spiration from the unvarying reaching toward the

highest moral ideals, and courageous utterance of his

most advanced intellectual convictions, which rings

through every sermon of the whole series .

This book is the outcome of awish on the part of

themembers of Mr. Potter's congregation suitably to

commemorate, in some abiding form, the twenty-fifth

anniversary of his acceptable ministry,-an anniver-

sary which they celebrated by a public reception

tendered to him, with poem, speeches, etc. , on Dec.

29, 1884. In the letter from his parishioners request-

ing him to oblige them by compiling and editing this

souvenir of his appreciated work among them, which

they wished, also, to contain his portrait and auto-

graph, no limitation or hint of the number of ser-

mons is given; and it was a happy thought of Mr.

Potter himself to select one sermon from each year

of his pastorate, by which could be marked what

changes, if any, had taken place gradually during

those years of study and observation in his views .

The quarter of a century whose lapse these pages

mark was a period of wondrous growth and advance

in religious thought and knowledge. In these dis-

courses, though there are intimations of gradual en-

largement of scope of view and some modification of

earlier religious stand-points, yet these are not so

marked as might be expected; for one of the surprises

of the volume is in finding how bold, decided, and

advanced in freedom of thought Mr. Potter was , even

at the beginning of his long pastorate. It is delight-

ful to find him declaring in his very first address be-

fore his New Bedford congregation: "I do not come

among you to help build up a sect, or to fill your

pews, or to perform merely the priestly offices in your

homes. I come to speak to you whatever of truth

may by God's grace be shown to me." And, again ,

"Wherever a single soul bows with more passionate

devotion to truth, and resolves to follow the truth

wheresoever it may lead, through whatsoever road ,

and though losing all things else, even life itself,

there is a member of Christ's Church, and a true

minister in the line of his priesthood." The sincere,

truth-loving spirit in which he entered upon his life

work is indicated in the following passage from the

same sermon: "The elevation of the soul, the enlarge-

ment and quickening of the truth-seeing faculty

within us, is, in fact, the test of the growth of char-

acter. And as not even Omnipotence can make the

blind see without first opening their eyes, so he can-

not reveal truth to the soul, unless the soul be first

opened to receive it; and as the soul in the natural

order opens by gradual development, so the revela-

tionmustbe gradual and progressive."

There is not one of these sermons which will not

interest and well repay perusal, even by readers

who generally avoid sermons. They contain a large

amount of radical thought; but the language is al-

ways moderate, and the tone conservative. The

spirit that pervades the entire volume is predomi-

nantly judicial. Upon the ethical aspects of his sub-

ject, the author always lays the greatest stress. As

a philosophic thinker, he appears at his best, perhaps ,

inthesermon entitled "The Glorious God," and in the

portion of "A Twenty-five Years' Ministry" in which

he traces the development of his thought from New

England Transcendentalism to the views he now

holds, and states comprehensively his present "creed."

While every discourse contains gems of thought and

expression, we may mention among those we found

the most inspiring and attractive "The Religion of

the Affections," "Endurance," "Thoughts and Con-

duct," "The Permanence of Morality," and "Wait-

ing for One's Self." That on " Self-sacrifice," a war

sermon, is remarkable, as coming from a preacher of

Quakerdescent and of apparently pacific, serene, and

equable temperament and character, for its eloquent

patriotism and true soldierly and liberty-loving spirit.

The portrait of Mr. Potter, which as frontispiece

adorns this neat-looking volume, is an excellent and

faithful representation of the original. S. A. U.

ETHICAL CULTURE. I. The Need of an Ethical Relig-

ion; II. Why Christianity does not Satisfy us ? III .

The Success and Failure of Liberalism; IV. The

Meaning of a Society for Ethical Culture. Four

Lectures by Samuel Burns Weston. Philadelphia,

1885. pp. 70.

In these four lectures, Mr. Weston has presented

much timely thought in clear language and in an

independent spirit. The insufficiency of theology as

the basis of morality, and the importance of bringing

the moral life to the foreground in religion, are shown,

attention is drawn to some of the defects of "Liberal-

ism in its more limited, its sectarian sense, if you

please," and the origin, principles, and aims of the

Ethical Movement are stated and explained. Near

the close of the last lecture, Mr. Weston says :-

Ihave tried to show that it means, in the first place, a

society which makes the moral life the object of funda-

mental importance in religion, making that the sole basis

of its religious work and fellowship; secondly, that it

means engaging as a society in such works of philan-

thropy as shall help toward the realization of a far higher

social order than at present exists; thirdly, that, in our

efforts to reform society, we shall not forget the more

important and even more difficult work of self-reform;

fourthly, the formation, so far as possible, of adult classes,

or ethical sections for the study of the ethics of the differ-

ent professions and occupations of the members, and the

maintenance, if possible, of a Sunday course of lectures ;

and, fifthly, and finally, it means providing a course of

moral instruction for the young.

THE Art Amateur for June contains less solid matter

in biography or criticism than usual; but it is full of

bright, interesting paragraphs about the exhibitions

and contemporary art. Alittle word of the late artist

Le-Page about his "Joan of Arc," still in our own

ArtMuseum, gives his theory ofart, and explains the

painful realism which shocks us in a picture which

shows much artistic power and feeling. There is also

acurious advertisement asking for information about

the art of "tattooing." We knew that this practice

was still in vogue, but were not aware that it was

classed among the fine arts. We are glad to hear of

a successful new American play called "Sealed In-

structions, " although the account of the plot shows

nothing very original or American. The illustrations

are very pleasing. The "Matins," by H. Winthrop

Pearce, is full of tender feeling; and the "RoughDay,"

by Frank M. Boggs, is vigorous and effective. We

should like to see the original picture of the "Sweet

Girl Graduates." It is good if the artists are begin-

ning to recognize the new beauty of woman de-

veloped by the higher education and greater sense of

responsibility.-E. D. C.

THE Journal of Speculative Philosophy is rather be-

hind the times, the latest number, bearing date of

October, 1884, having only recently appeared; but it

contains several articles of interest to philosophic

thinkers. Its opening paper is "The Problems ofAn-

thropology," by Ludwig Noiré (translated); "The

New Argument from Experience against Idealism,"

by George S. Fullerton; "A New Theory of General

Ideas," by Payton Spence; "A Popular Statement of

Idealism" (II.), by William M. Salter; "Bradley's

Principles of Logic" (II .), by S. W. Dyde; "A Study

of the Iliad: Book Fifth," by D. J. Snider; "Notes

and Discussions," including Sentences in Prose and

Verse, selected by W. E. Channing, and the pro-

gramme of the prize essay onHegel's method offered

by the Berlin Philosophical Society. D. Appleton

& Co., New York.

THE leading articles in Christian Thought forMay-

June, 1885, are "Genesis, Scriptural and extra-Script-

ural," by Jesse B. Thomas, D.D.; "A Half Hour with

the Evolutionist," by Dr. Abraham Coles; "Faith as

the Basis of Science and Christian Philosophy," by

C. S. Towne; "The Involuntary Life," by E. P.

Thwing, Ph.D.; and "Monthly Meetings of the Insti-

tute," by Charles M. Davis, Secretary.

Just Published:

TWENTY - FIVE SERMONS
OF

TWENTY- FIVE YEARS.

By WM. J. POTTER.

This volume, published by request of Mr. Potter's Society

at New Bedford, serves as a memorial record of his twenty-

five years' ministry. It contains the first discourse and the

last of the quarter-century, and one from each of the years

between. In respect to subjects, the selection is miscella-

neous; but, in general, the discourses are such as concern

the permanent problems of moral and religious life and

the special problems of modern religious thought. An

Appendix contains an account of the Parish celebration

of the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of Mr. Potter's settle-

ment, with the addresses on that occasion by Thomas M.

Stetson, Esq. , and Hon. William W. Crapo.

PRICE $2.00.

For sale at the bookstores. Also sent, postpaid, on

receipt of price, by

THE INDEX,

44 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON.
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Book for every

woman, AliceB.

Stockham, M. D.

TOKOLOGY J. HART & CO.,A COMPLETE LADIES' GUIDE.

20,000 Sold in Little Over a Year.it AGENTS

onthe market. "The very best book to put into
the hands of a girl or woman."-E. M. HALE, M. D.

Cloth, postpaid $2.00 ; Moгоссо, $2.50. Circulars Free.

Sanitary Pub. Co., 159 La Salle St., Chicago, III .

AGENTS WANTED for

Twenty Years of Congress,

1861--1881,

byJames G. Blaine.

Hon. J. S. Wise of Va, says

"Whoever takes it up, no matter

whetherhebeMr. Blaine'sfriend

orenemy, will neverput it down

untilhehas read the whole."

Agentsmake from $200 to

$1000 per month. Address,

TheHenryBillPub. Co.,

Norwich, Conn.

H. T. MARSHALL'S

PATENT

ADJUSTABLE

LACE

CONGRESS

MARSH
ALL'S

PAT.
MAY 13,188

4
.

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa.

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points in Europe. Agency

for theAmerican Line of Steamers.

Is easily adjusted to fit any instep or ankle at

any time, and will not uncomfortably draw

the ankle, like ordinary congress. It has the

stylish appearance of a lace boot and allthe
convenienceof any congress in putting on or

off the foot. Marshall's Pat. Pat'd May13,
1884, woven in the front strap or stamped on

the shank of each shoe. If your dealer does
not keep them, send postal for directions how

to get themto thePatentee and Manufacturer
ofMen's, Boys' , and Youth's Fine Boots and
Shoes. Tennis Shoe for Ladies and Gents a

specialty.

PIC-NIC

H. T. MARSHALL,

BROCKTON, MASS.

SUGGESTIONS .TIONS .
Book now in press. Suggestions

for Sunday-school picnics, excur-

sions, etc. , from experienced Sun-

day-schoolworkers fromvarious sections, both city and country.
Replete with valuable hints. Worth many times its costto

any Superintendent. Price, postpaid, 25c. , or will send

freeto anyone sending us names of Superintendents of all

Sunday-schools in his place. Address, DAVID C. COOK

PUB, C0., 18 & 15 Washington St., Chicago,

THE INVESTIGATOR.

Publishedeveryweek at the Paine Memo
rial,Appleton Street,Boston, Mass.

Volume Fifty-second.

Price $3.00 per annum; 75 cts . for three

months to trial subscribers.

„ OLD THEOLOGY"
FOR THE

Healing of the Sick.
BY

E. J.ARENS .

Explains the Healing and Teaching of Jesus,

theCreationofthe Soul,the Origin ofMatter,
andtheRelationwhich the Soulholds toGod.

For Sale by THE AUTHOR,

33 Union Park, Boston, Mass.;

Dr. GEO . E. WHIPPLE,

TO CAPITALISTS.

For Investments or Loans, write to

J. M. LINDLEY,

REAL ESTATE AGENT,

BOZEMAN, MONTANA.

TRACTS.

Frothingham's Sermons.

The sermons are neatly printed in pam-

phlet form, and our friends who wish todo

missionary work for the Liberal cause will

find them admirably adapted to that pur-
No. 1.-Truths for the Times, by F. E.

Abbot, contains the "Fifty Affirmations"
and"ModernPrinciples. " This especially pose. Tosuch as order them in lots of 25 or
has received great commendation from
most distinguished men for the logical more, the pricewill be reduced to 3 cents.
clearness of its statements. New Edition,

Price10 cents; 12copies, $1.00

No. 2.-Fear of the LivingGod, by O. B.

Frothingham, exposes thedebasing char-

acter of the popular notions ofGod, and

presents conceptions of him that are wor-

thy of the nineteenth century. New edi-

tion. Price 5 cents; 12 copies,50 cents.

No. 3.-Lecture on the Bible, by theRev.

Charles Voysey, of England, is an over

whelmingdemonstration of the imperfec-

tionsanderrors of the Bible,both in the
Old and the New Testaments. New Edi-

tion. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

26 Chest. Av., Jersey City H'ts, N.J.; No. 4.-Christian Propagandism, byF.

The INVESTIGATOR, as heretofore or since

its first commencement upward of half a

century ago, is devoted to the welfare, im-

provement, and happiness of men and

women here and now, in this world, the

only world of which there is any positive or

demonstrated knowledge. This is the IN-

VESTIGATOR'S basis of ac on, and the best

exertions of its manages will always be

used to render it a free and independent

journal devoted to the development and

promotion of genuine Liberalism, or Uni-

versal Mental Liberty, Free Thought, Free

Inquiry, Free Speech, and a Free Press.

JOSIAH P. MENDUM,

PAINE MEMORIAL BUILDING,

Appleton St. , Boston, Mass.

The Independent Pulpit,
AMonthly Magazine, devoted to

LIBERALISM and FREETHOUGHT.

TERMS : Annual Subscription, $1.00;

Single Copies, 10 cents.

Agents wanted.

Address all orders to J. D. SHAW,

P. O. Box 159. Waco, Texas.

THE PRESENT DAY.

Dr. GEO. B. CHARLES,

Central Music Hall, Chicago, III.

318 Pages. Price $1.15.

THE

COLEGROVE BOOK CO. ,
135 Wabash Ave., Chicago.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

Booksellers and Stationers.

Catalogues of new and standard books

will be sent to any address without charge.
Illustrated list of works ofAmerican authors

sent on receipt of 4 cents in stamps.

N.B. The prices quoted in the catalogues

which we send out are the PUBLISHERS'RE-

TAIL PRICES. These, unless marked net, are

subject to a uniform discount of TWENTY
PER CENT. to individual buyers. Special
terms are offered to the trade and to public

libraries. Any book in print will be sent by

mail on receipt of the net price, with enough

added to cover postage, at the rate of one

cent for each two ounces. The postage on

an ordinary 16mo book is about ten cents,

and other sizes in proportion. Ordersby

mail are especially solicited, and will receive

promptandcarefulattention. Liberal books

a specialty, our store being the Western

agency for the publications of GEO. H.

ELLIS and the AMERICAN UNITARIANASSO-
CIATION.

PUBLICATIONS

OF THE

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION.

A JOURNAL DISCUSSING THE PRINCIPLES

AND METHODS OF MOVEMENTS.

Editedby GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE.

"CROWN PUBLISHING Co.,"

267Strand, London W.C., England.

Freedom and Fellowship inBeligion.

Avolume of ten essays upon speculative
and practical problems of religion, by

D.A. Wasson,Samuel Longfellow, Samuel

Johnson, John Weiss, W. J. Potter, F. E.

Abbot, O. B. Frothingham, J. W. Chad-

wick, T. W. Higginson, and Mrs. E. D.

Cheney, and extracts from Addresses by

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

Robert Dale Owen, Dr. Bartol, Wendell

Phillips, Rabbi Wise, Horace Seaver, A. B.

Alcott, Lucy Stone, Charles H. Malcom,

JuliaWard Howe, and others,-all given

on theplatform of the Free Religious As-

sociation. Price (reduced)$1.50.

E.Abbot, is an exposure of the weakness,

costliness, and inefficiency of the System

of Foreign Missions. Full of Figures ,

Facts, and Interesting Extracts. Price10

cents;12copies,$1.00 .

No. 5. "God in the Constitution," by

Rev. Arthur B. Bradford, opposes the
proposed Theological Amendment to the

UnitedStates Constitution.Price 10cents;
12copies, $1.00.

No. 6. "The Sabbath," by Parker Pills-

bury,denouncesSabbatarian superstition.

New Edition. Price 10 cents; 12 copies,

Reports of Annual Conventions of

Free Religious Association, from

1872 to 1879 inclusive. These contain es-

says and addresses by the various dis-

tinguished men and women who have

spoken on the Free Religious platform,

together with yearly reports of the Exec-

utive Committee. 10cts. each.

TRACTS .

I. Taxation of Church Property, by

James Parton. 5 cts.; ten, 30 cts.;

onehundred, $1.50.

II. The Bible and Science, by John Weiss.

III. The Sympathy of Delicions he Tw

Higginson. En

$1.00.

No. 7.-"Compulsory Education," by
F.E.Abbot, maintains the right of every

child tobe educated, and the duty of the
State to ensure it an education. Price 5

cents; 12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 8.-The Present Heaven, by O. B.

Frothingham, treats of a subject that in-

terests everybody. NewEdition. Price 5
cents;12 copies,50 cents.

No. 9.-The Christian Amendment, by
F.E.Abbot, shows the dangerous charac-

terofthe attempt to interpolate the Enan-

gelical Christian Creed in the U. S. Consti-
tution. Price 5 cents ,12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 10. The Impeachment of Chris-

tianity, byF.E.Abbot. SixthTenThou-

sand. Sentfor free distribution to any one

whowilldistribute it, in packages of from
five to onehundred copies .

No. 11. The God of Science, by F. E. Ab-

bot, attempts to show the real influence

of modern science upon the idea of God.

Price 10cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

Single copies 5 cents.

Address THE INDEX,

44 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MASS.

The Consolations of Rationalism,

Visions of Heaven.

No. 12.-IsRomanism Real Christian-
ity? Two essays by Francis W. Newman

andF.E.Abbot. Price10cents; 12copies,
$1.00.

No. 13.-On the Vision of Heaven, by

Prof. F. W. Newman, of England, analyzes
the Christian conceptionofHeaven. Price

5 cents; 12 copies,50 cents.

Prayer andWork.

Instituted and Ideal Religion.

The Puritan Spirit.

Crime andPunishment.
TheWhole Dutyof Man.

The NakedTruth.

The Soul ofGoodness.
The Protestant Alliance.

No. 14. -A Study of Religion : The

Name and the Thing, by F. E. Abbot,

attempts toshowthat the popularderiva-
tionof thewordReligion is incorrect; that

thepopular conceptions of Religion itself

are inadequate; andthat a newconception

ofit,basedon the LawofEvolution,con-
sistent with absoluteFreedom of Thought,

The Martyrdom of Man.

Life as a Test of Creed.

TheMission of the Radical Preacher.
The Ethics of Liberty.

TheRising and the Setting Faith.

The Dogma ofHell.

Authority and Religion.

The Spirit of theNewFaith.
The Real God.

Goodness andHappiness.

The GlorifiedMan.

The Natural Man.
ThePopularReligion.

The Responsibility for Disbelief.
The Perfect Life.

The Unbeliefs of the Believers.

Morals and Religion.

Visions of the Future.

The Radical's Ideal.

TheNewSong.

Charity and the Poor.

The Building of aMan.

Belief and Practice.

Dreams andDuties.

Creedand Conduct.

Divorce between Creed and Conduct.

The Spirit of Truth.

Forgiveness.
Attitudes of Unbelief.

The Inspiration of Scripture.

The Law ofHabit.

The Suppression of Vice.

The Secret of Jesus.

The Hidden Life.

Modern Irreligion.

NewArticles of Faith.

Religion and Immorality.

TheHigher Sentiment.

and independent even of belief inGod,is The AmericanGentleman.

the necessary condition of the perpetuity TheAmerican Lady.

ofReligion among men. Price 10cents; Visions of Judgment.
12 copies, $1.00.

No. 15.-The Battle of Syracuse. Two
Essays by Rev. James Freeman Clarke,

D.D., and F. E. Abbot discussing the

Authorityof Christianity. Price 10 cents;
12 copies for $1.00.

Address

IV. Transcendentalism, Cornell UnivLib

Parker. Never

V. The Public Schoo

THE INDEX,

44 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass .

Quality and Quantity in Life.
God is Love.

The Three Pentecosts.

Spiritual Force and its Supply.

The Resurrection of Jesus .

Rights and Duties.

Practical Value of Belief inGod.

Moral Narcotics.

TheDevout Life.

EVOLUTION IN ITS RELATIONS

TO EVANGELICAL RELIG-
ION. Addresses of B. F. UNDERWOOD,

Prof. P. A. CHADBOURNE, and Prof.ASA Demand of Religion on theAge.

GRAY at ameeting of the "Evangelical Religion and a Religion.

Alliance"held inBoston, Sept. 10,1882. Wisdom a Loving Spirit.

ATURALISM SUPERNAT. Corn er Stones.

URALISM. By B. F. UNDERWOOD. TheSectarian Spirit.

10cts.
The Threefold Radicalism.3170F

stood by a Catholic American citi-

zen (Bishop McQuaid) and by a Lib-

eralAmerican citizen (F. E. Abbot).

VI. How Shall We Keep Sunday? An An-
swer in Four Parts: 1. Sunday in the

Bible. 2. Sundayin Church History.
3. Sunday Massachusetts

4. The Workingman's Sunday. By

CharlesK.Whipple, Minot J. Savage,

Charles E. Pratt, and Wm. C. Gan-

nett.

VII. Evolution and Religion,byJohn Fiske.

5cts.; ten,35cts.; one hundred,$2.00.

Nos. II. , III . , IV., V. , VI. , 10cts. each; ten,

60cts.; one hundred, $3.00.

Reason and Revelation,byW. J. Potter.

5cts.; ten,30cts.; onehundred, $1.50.

Address

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION,

44Boylston Street,BostonMass.

5cts.

Vs.

HAT KIND OF MORALITY The Faith of Jesus.

DID JESUS AND THE APOS-

TLES TEACH? By F. M. HOL-

LAND. 5 cts .

GOD OR THE GALILEAN? By
FELIX L. OSWALD. 5 cts.

THE SCIENTIFIC AND META-
PHYSICAL METHODS IN

PHILOSOPHY. By LEWIS G.

JANES. 5 cts .

THE RELIGION OF HUMANITY.

By WILLIAM FREY. 15 cts .

AN AGNOSTIC VIEW OF THE
DOCTRINE OF VICARIOUS

The Dimensions of Life .

TheUnseen Sources of Character.

Formal Religion and Life.

The Revival of Religion.

Character: Its Friends andFoes.

The Office of Prayer.

NewWine in Old Bottles.

Power of the ImmortalHope.

The Radical's Root.

The Sectarian Spirit.

ATONEMENT. By W. H. SPENCER. The Prophetic Soul.

5cts. Saintliness.

AGNOSTICISM AND RELIGION, The Holy Ghost,

By W. H. SPENCER. 5 cts.
Waste and Saving of Providence.

The Struggle for Supremacy over Con.
Address THE INDEX, 44 Boylston Street,

Boston, Mass. cience.

C
O
R
N



CORN
ELL UNTE

RSIT
Y

.

ermons.

intedinpam.

whowish todi

eral causewill

d to that pur

JUN 20 1885

Library

THE INDEX

9881 08 NAS

inlots of Mer

med to 3centa

ΕΧ

TOS,MAR

sm,

th

acher.

VOL. XVI. , OLD SERIES. NO. 808.

VOL. V.,NEW SERIES. NO. 51.

Entered as Second Class Mail-Matter.

CONTENTS.

EDITORIALS AND SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS.

LIGHT, LIBERTY, RIGHT.

BOSTON, MASS., THURSDAY, JUNE 18, 1885.

PAGE

601
CURRENT TOPICS, B. F. U., .....

Ethical Culture Societies , Wm. J. Potter, 602

The EthicalAim with Children, Clara M. Bisbee,.

Of what Use is the Church ? Frederic May Holland,

602

603

FirstArticle of theAgnostic Creed, Wm. 1. Gill,
604

EDITORIAL NOTES, B. F. U. , . 605

POETRY.

Manhood's Test, Tudor Williams, 605

ESSAY.

Is a Scientific Basis of Religion Possible? W. D. Le

Sueur,

CORRESPONDENCE.

"The Materialization of Spirits," John Kobold,

BOOK NOTICES .

The Spirit of the New Testament, ........

CURRENT TOPIOS.

BY B. F. U.

606

610

611

THE Spectator, referring to the political situa-

tion inEngland, says that the Tories are "between

the devil and the deep sea.”

Gov. HILL of New York, has signed the bill

imposing a tax of five per cent. on collateral in-

heritances of over $500. It is estimated it will

bring $1,000,000 into the treasury annually.

It is announced that the memoirs of Darwin,

including copious correspondence with Huxley,

Spencer, Lewes, and Lubbock, will be published

in London about the last of July.

NONE will rejoice more heartily than the intel-

ligent and self-respecting veterans of this State at

the defeat in the Massachusetts Senate last Mon-

day of the bill providing for the exemption of

soldiers and sailors from civil service examinations.

HON. HUGH MCCULLOCH, in recollections of

Mr. Lincoln in the Sunday Herald, says of him,

"He was a man of strong religious convictions ;

but he cared nothing for the dogmas of the

Churches, and had little respect for their creeds."

The

IN Ecuador there is a church, it is said, for every

one hundred and fifty inhabitants ; and ten per cent.

of the population are priests, monks, or nuns.

priests control the government in all its branches,

and two hundred and seventy-two days of the year

are observed as feast or fast days. One-fourth of all

the property belongs to the Church. Seventy-five

per cent. of the people can neither read nor write.

SAYs an exchange, "That Mr. Beecher and his

friends make a great event of his promulgation of

the principles of the doctrine of evolution, which

is now almost as generally accepted as the law of

gravitation among the educated classes, should be

a reminder to the more intelligent part of the com-

munity of the service such popular teachers as

Mr. Beecher render, and the absolute need of such

mediation between them and the masses."

AMONG the events of last week was the unveil-

ing of a statue of Charles Darwin in the Ken-

sington Museum of Natural History. Among

those present were Spencer, Browning, and Prof.

Owen. Huxley delivered the dedication address.

The most noteworthy feature of the occasion was

the acceptance of the statue for the Museum by

the Prince of Wales in a speech recognizing the

greatness of Darwin and the value of his services.

The opinion of the Prince of Wales as to the

great naturalist and his labors is of no scientific

importance whatever; but, when we consider the

position of the Prince in a country with a State

religion, whose ministers only a few years ago

spoke the name of Darwin only with derision

and contempt, his prominent participation in the

ceremonieshas peculiar significance.

THE death of Archbishop Bourget last week

will remind many of his excommunication about

ten years ago of the Institut Canadien, for the

alleged reason that it had on its shelves books

dangerous to youth and "indexed" at Rome. It

will be remembered that one of the members,

Guibord, whohad purchased a lot in the Catholic

cemetery, was not allowed by Bishop Bourget to

beburied there, although hehad sent for a priest

and confessed to him some time before his death.

Unable to secure his burial in his own lot,

Guibord's widow appealed to the courts. The

decision, which was in her favor, was appealed

from, and reversed. The widow subsequently

died; and the Institut took up the case, and,

through Mr. Joseph Doutre, Q.C., carried it to the

Privy Council, which decided that Guibord must

be buried in his lot in the cemetery, which was

accordingly done on Nov. 16, 1876, in the presence

of a strong military escort.

THE following is from the Springfield Re-

publican : "The sort of folks who rejoice when

a ministerial candidate avows his belief in a

personal devil are pleased with the choice of a

new professor at Columbia (S.C.) theological semi-

nary to succeed the Darwinian heretic Woodrow.

Dr. Hersman is a fine scholar, says the New York

Observer, and has not the remotest idea that

Adam was evolved from a beast. He can read

the Bible in the revised and authorized version

without seeing any such nonsense in it. We

earnestly hope that Mr. Vos, of Princeton, will

also see his way clear to go to Columbia. He

recently obtained a fellowship, his examination

theme being a long dissertation in defence of

the Pentateuch against the modern criticism. If

Dr. Hersman and Mr. Vos both go to Columbia,

the Observer concludes, we shall expect to see the

seminary, like Zion, 'arise and shine.' "

ASECULAR journal thus hits off the recklessness

of patent medicine advertising in religious jour-

nals : " An Arizona man, who subscribed for a

religious paper some time ago, sent a letter to the

editor to stop it, in which he said : ' We find the

Gila Howler, our local paper, much livelier than

your old milk-and-water affair. Besides, you

haven't played a square game in your "ads." My

wife bought a pair of the corsets you advertise, and

blamed ifthey didn't bust in three weeks ; and we

use them now to mend the chicken coop. I took

half a dozen of the dead-shot pills you puffed up in

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

a reading notice week before last ; and the next

day I was so sick that all the doctors in the town

published bulletins about my approaching death,

and the boys said I had the jim-jams. For these

reasons, I have determined to quit your paper and

read the Howler only. As I know it always lies,

unless it is paid to tell the truth, it can't lead

me into temptation. "

SO FAR as Scotland and Wales are concerned,

the controversy in regard to disestablishment is

virtually ended; and what is being waited for

now is simply action. A minister of the Estab-

lished Church of Scotland, who is a candidate for

the County of Argyll, Rev. Donald M'Craig,

comes out strongly in favor of putting an end to

union between Church and State. Mr. W. Bright

MacLaren, the accepted Liberal candidate for

the Inverness burghs, maintains that the national

funds now applied to stipendiary maintenance of

the two Established Churches should be directed

to educational or other benevolent and national

purposes. In England, the majority of the

Liberal party apparently regard disestablishment

as a matter of course. The whole question of dis-

establishment is rapidly entering the region of

practical politics, and the people at large are

more and more regarding it as a scandal that the

wealthy members and adherents of the Established

Churches of England and Scotland should insist

on maintaining their religion from sources by

which taxation might be relieved.

AFTER waiting nearly a quarter of a century,

Miss Anna Ella Carroll, of Maryland, has received

justice, the court of claims having decided in

favor of her claim for recompense for services

during the war of the Rebellion, including the

writing of important papers and the planning of

the celebrated campaign up the Tennessee River,

which led to a series of brilliant victories, the

value of which cannot be overestimated. Miss

Carroll's distinguished services should long ago

havebeen officially recognized; but as thegentlemen

who presented her case before the court said, "Two

formidable obstacles have ever been in the way ;

namely, the unfavorable attitude of the military

mind toward what emanates from outside circles,

and what, indeed, Miss Carroll was not responsible

for,-the fact that she is a woman." Mr. Lincoln-

who, B. F. Wade, chairman of the Committee on

the Conduct of the War, says, was "opposed to

its being known that the armies were moving

under the plan of a civilian," for he "wanted the

armies to believe that they were doing the whole

business of saving the country"-wrote thus to

Miss Carroll : "The country, almost in her last

extremity, was saved by your sagacity and unre-

mitting labor. Indeed, your services were so great

that it is hard to make the world believe it. That

all this great work should be brought about by

awoman is inconceivable to vulgar minds. You

cannot be deprived of the honor of having done

greater and more efficient services for the country,

in the time of her greatest peril, than any other

person in the Republic; and a knowledge of this

cannot be long suppressed."

.
.
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ETHICAL CULTURE SOCIETIES .

It is pleasant to hear that another Society for

Ethical Culture has been organized. Its location

is in Philadelphia; and its organizer and chosen

leader is our old friend, Mr. Samuel B. Weston,

formerly of Leicester, Mass. Mr. Weston, it will

be remembered, after graduating from the Har-

vard Divinity School, was settled as pastor over

the Unitarian Society at Leicester. He was more

interested in Free Religious ideas than in denomi-

national Unitarianism. Yet, to the majority of

the society, he was a most acceptable preacher.

Unfortunately, however, the salary of the preacher

was derived in considerable part from the income

of a legacy to which certain doctrinal restrictions

were attached; and the trustees of this fund, sup-

ported by the opinion of the Council of the National

Unitarian Conference, to whom the question had

been referred by both parties for decision, held that

the moneycould not be legally used for the support

of such views as were preached by Mr. Weston.

Since leaving Leicester, Mr. Weston has spent

two years in study in Germany, and as much

more time in New York, studying and assisting in

Dr. Adler's work. In the Ethical Culture move-

ment, he has found a field for labor congenial to

his intellectual views and to his moral enthusiasm ;

and we sincerely hope that the society which has

now been organized by him in Philadelphia will

prove in every respect a successful enterprise.

that their moral purpose and energy are not put

to such effective use as they might be, because of

the attitude of isolation and individualism into

which their intellectual opinions have thrown

them. If the Ethical Culture movement candraw

these minds into a common organization for the

improvement of personal and social morality, it

will do a noble work.

and about the most approved method of educat-

ing the children of Liberals. The Sunday-school

which was founded in London, Eng., by a poor

cobbler, for instruction of his neighbors' children

in reading, writing, and arithmetic, has culmi-

nated in our crowded, wealthy, and fashionable

modern Sunday-school for doctrinal teaching,-

quite a perversion of the original idea.

Let me state, first of all, that, just as I believe

in the regular meeting and co-operation of adults

for the benefiting of this world, so do I believe in

like meeting and co-operation of children, with

this single difference: that special effort must be

made to train the impressible child to reverent and

independent thought. Here I cry, Death to dogma !

and set myself in permanent antagonism to the

Church of Rome. Before I note what to me are

faults in every church Iknow (as well as in some

schools instituted for children on Sunday outside

the church), let me speak of that long-suffering

word "religion." People who grow dissatisfied

with ecclesiastical nurture of the young are apt to

rushto the other extreme,and forget the immuta-

ble fact for which religion (not theology) has

stood. They also actually shrink before the

name of Jesus, an interpreter of that fact and

founder of a faith which certainly has its side of

good, however perverted by Christian adherents.

This movement, to some of us, may not cover

all that seems important. Those who hold a some-

what different philosophy of religion, or who think

that religious feeling, being an inherent part of

religion, should be allowed some special expression

now, even though the form of it be not perfect,

may naturally desire some different kind of organ-

ization. But, for those Liberals who do not feel

these objections, the movement should be com-

mended as one that will give opportunity for all

the moral earnestness they are capable of. It is

a movement that is affirmative and constructive.

It has the advantage of a definite purpose and a

clearly stated method of local work for the amelio-

ration of human society. We wish that ethical

societies might be established in all our large

cities under such able and earnest leadership as

now guides the few that have come into existence.

Though not, in our view, presenting the final form

of religious organization, and this their leaders

do not claim for them, in the emphasis they lay

upon ethics and upon practical philanthropy and

moral education of the young as essential objects

of their corporate work, they are an excellent

tonic in any community, and set an example which

the churches-and they are already taking hold of❘tion to the infinite (however termed); and then

such work-will increasingly follow. Secularism,

pure and simple, has not yet shown itself capable

of effective organization to any great extent.

"The Nine Demands of Liberalism" present very

important conditions of religious liberty, but do

not in themselves offer a constructive basis for a

permanent society. Of the Ethical Culture move-

ment, the central, vital impulse is the principle of

"morality suffused with emotion" ; and this should

be able to organize the unchurched Liberalism, if

anything can.

As we have previously stated in The Index, the

Society for Ethical Culture, in our opinion, pre-

sents the most promising form of organization

that has yet appeared for that kind of Liberalism

which has entirely broken from all the forms of

church organization, and is inclined even to re-

gard all religion as a superstition. Prof. Adler

and his co-laborers do, indeed, use the word "relig-

ion," and increasingly. They have a distinct phi-

losophy of religion. In a series of discourses the

past year on this very matter, Prof. Adler made

this significant statement : "I wish to emphasize

the religious aspect of the ethical movement more

than I have done before; not because I have

changed my opinions, on the contrary, I hold

substantially the same views as I did nine years

ago,-but because I think at least, I hope-that

wehave advanced far enough to be ripe for a new

statement, to be ready for a new start." He had

previously said, as leading to this statement, that,

in one element, "a large number" of the ethical

society members are "plainly lacking,"-the ele-

ment of "religious feeling" ; and the purpose of

this series of addresses was to show how this ele-

ment of religious feeling might exist and be culti-

vated in connection with a rational philosophy of

religion. He disclaimed any thought of introduc-

ing any of the forms of expressing religious feel-

ing-such as prayer and hymns of adoration to

a personal Deity-which are in customary use in

churches ; but he clearly intimated that in time

some kind of expressive forms might come, created

by the new religious life itself. Nevertheless, for

the present, the Ethical Culture movement is bare

of such forms. It brings ethics to the forefront,

and makes that the grand aim in life. That is

the emphasized and defining word of the move-

ment. And, for this reason, the ethical society may

appeal to a class of minds that have become sick of

religious forms and doctrines, and do not want on

Sunday to go to any place resembling a church, and

yet dowant to do some earnest work for humanity

and to associate with other people for the sake of

doing such work better through a common sympa-

thy and effort. Liberalism has a good many

such minds. They are earnest and true, but feel

Wм. Ј. РоOTTER.

THE ETHICAL AIM WITH CHILDREN.*

Now, because religion has become so sadly con-

founded with superstition, I feel myself great sym-

pathy for those who can conceive the word only in

that light. But, again, let us remember that no

word of man can eradicate the fact of man's rela-

let us abandon conflict about what word will best

describe this relation. Perhaps for the "reality"-

trusting but "religion"-denying atheist, a new

word will be coined more exactly adapted to his

needs. For myself, "religion" answers very well,

and the prefix "free" for an association of children

or adults would practically stand for freedom to

think as one must about "religion." "Regard for

the All-important Reality" human beings are forced

to hold ; and this fact, it seems to me, every society

must tacitly, if not openly, admit. I like silence

for its recognition in apublic meeting of adults or

children.

Having postulated so much, Ireach the distinc-

tive work to be done by the children of an ethical

To-day, I speak ofchildren. No other subject society. Iclaim, of course, that all Sunday-schools
so awakens my enthusiasm. I think it is the fact

(profoundly impressed upon me) that the child of

ourhuman race is the possible germ of all that we

call ideal in that race,-it is this fact which wins

me to childhood in its every phase. Yet I am no

believer in that quasi beautiful theory that the

child is like a white unwritten page. I believe

his birth determines many a significant mark

(though small) upon that page. Environment will

train, this way or that, each native tendency. It

is then for education, the "drawing out" process,

to enlarge the life. My purpose is to state briefly

"The Ethical Aim with Children."

The words themselves imply that education of

some sort is to be attempted; and, allowing the

words their fullest meaning, it will be seen that

conduct, as a whole, is implied. Conduct means

the adjustment of act to end. With children, this

adjustment is more or less conscious; and I take

it the business of education is to make the best

possible adjustment of acts to ends, first conscious

and then unconscious, so that the human may

store away the happy outcome of accumulated

experiences, and thus transmit it unimpaired as
moral intuition to new races. Agreat deal is said

to-day about the religious education of the young

*Read before the Boston Society for Ethical Culture,

June 7, 1885, and in response to William Lloyd Garrison's

paper printed in The Index, April 30, 1885.

ought to be ethical classes. Education should be

so directed as to give the broadest possible culture ;

and the child, just as the adult, on Sunday, should

receive a stimulus to the knowledge and the love

of right, and the one great danger (as also, under

certain conditions, it is the one great safeguard)

is the extreme susceptibility of the child nature.

Parents and teachers may well tremble before the

responsibility of their charge. I know that the

Romanist glories in this docility for ends of his

own (which, so far as conscientious, I respect) ;

and every church, as it stands in the procession of

diluted Romanism, has conscious gladness in the

receptiveness of its young toward its peculiar doc-

trine. The Unitarian, least of all, pre-establishes

dogma in the untrained mind of childhood. To

offset child proselytism, the Spiritualists have or-

ganized a "Children's Lyceum"; but this (so far as

I understand) deals more in readings and recrea-

tion than in the solid work of character-building.

All schools which offer the semblance of child

culture do good doubtless, and those with compe-

tent teachers anddoctrinal instruction at the min-

imum have in some cases produced marvellously

fine results. But I amconvinced that the kinder-

garten theory in complete elaboration must finally

supplant everyother in the Sunday as well as day

school. I believe in Sunday as aday for rest and
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labors in the direction of educational reform. The

school here to be stimulated on Sunday ought to

number no less than a hundred; and the outcome

of its thought should be a co-educational indus-

trial school, which through the week shall com-

plement the work done by the Boston public

schools. The Unitarians are ahead of us in the

industrial, though I think not in the co-educa-

tional idea, which would permit a girl to become

a machinist or carpenter, and a boy to learn the

culinary or sewing art. Moreover, we have the

absolutely uncreedal platform from which to draw

recruits. My recommendation is that every one

of our society constitute himself acommittee, first

to add at least one member to our school, and, sec-

ondly, to guarantee his or a substitute's service in

aco-educational industrial school, to be founded in

due time for the benefit of these self-same schol-

Iwill now illustrate briefly what wedo here on

Sundays with our little ones, and then submit my

plan for what I hope will meet the full approval

of our members. All interested are invited to aid

in the work proposed. In the spirit of Froebel :-

stimulation to all good (where such stimulus is

not derived from the ordinary work and study).

The time may come when our children will get

from the day school all the stimulus to a rounded

life necessary. Until then, and until parents shall

themselves see their imperative duty to children as

parents of a new generation, I think there is vast

need of the Sunday Ethical Class. Here, the

younger pupils should be incited by narrative to

knowledge and love of the right. The beautiful

should be set before them in thought and act.

The cardinal virtues-reverence, self-denial, jus-

tice, truth, love,purity, patience, progress-should

be constantly illustrated and discussed by the class

individually. Children quickly seek the truth,

when a loving personality stands before to inspire;

and nothing is more productive of fine thought in

the teacher than a row of bright young faces. Chil-

dren are poetical. Through pictures or symbols,

they best read the reality. So flowers connected

with the virtues of life are a perpetual incentive

to right doing. In my own home, from morning

to night, reference is made to the "flowers" which

grow in my boys' "heart garden" ; and these have

correspondence with flowers of the field. Chil-

dren from an early age can be led to a critical

study of motives, a habit which will hold them to

reverence of the ideal in after years. The older

pupils of an ethical school should work similarly

to the younger; and, as graduates from the lower

classes, they will doubtless find the study of life's

problems irresistible. Pupils in the teens are gen-

erally ready for an outlined course as follows :-

1. Why have you come to this class ? Recog-

nizing the All-important Reality, to secure good con-

duct, or "ethical culture."

2. What are the means to this ? Knowledge

and stimulus of the will .

3. What (according to Herbert Spencer) are the

kinds of knowledge essential to good conduct ?

(1) That bearing directly on self-preservation ; (2)

That bearing indirectly on self-preservation ; (3)

That bearing on marriage and parentage ; (4)

That bearing on the proper social and political

relations; (5) That bearing on the leisure of life

as related to taste and feeling.

4. What kinds of will stimulus have prevailed

in the past? Political, theological, and social.

What kinds do we as a class seek ? "Personal

friendship" and "reverent free thought."

5. Through what stages must we pass before

ethical culture can be assured? (1) The circum-

spect (of slight acquaintance), wherein we natu-

rally display our best to one another; (2) The

self-revealing (of further acquaintance), wherein

we show ourselves more as we are, for better or for

worse; (3) The ethical (of more intimate acquaint-

ance), wherein mutual love determines mutual

growth.

To continue. Each pupil in turn should, on suc-

cessive Sundays, select and treat a subject bearing

on the welfare of the race. Thus, each is forced

to think; and thought is the mother of action.

Biography (which we largely use) is an able guide

to ethical growth. Nothing can take the place of

aspiration through song in the education of the

young. When music shall be adapted to words

indicative of trust in the infinite and love of the

good, simply, then we may hope for something

like a larger sympathy in adult as well as child

congregations. One word more, and I am done.

Older pupils in my school have already criticised

the existing modes of education. Myyoung ladies

have been forcibly impressed with the discrimina-

tions made in favor of the opposite sex, and to-

gether we have deplored the inaccessibleness of in-

dustrial training for boy or girl. I propose, then,

to this society that it direct its first great practical

ars.

Come,let us live with our children,

Earnestly, holily live,

Knowing ourselves the sweet lessons

That to the children wegive.

Come, let us live with our children,

Leading them tenderly on

Into the fields that pure love-light

Ever shines brightly upon.

Then, when ourfeet grow too weary

For the safe guidance of youth,

We shallbe led, like the children,

To rest in pure goodness and truth.

CLARA M. BISBEE.

OF WHAT USE IS THE CHURCH ?

and ceremonies, and offices that churchmen have

cared enough about to differ irreconcilably.

Have Christians agreed about moral duty all this

time? If so, they cannot have thought much

on the subject. Surely, the duties of an American

citizen are different from those of the subjects of

Charlemagne or of Nero. In the onward march

of the nations, new stars of moral obligation rise

above the horizon, and old ones disappear. Noth-

ing worse could be said against the clergy than

that they teach no better morality than they did

a thousand years ago. I make no charges so un-

just. I admit that the character of pulpit teach-

ing has greatly improved from the time when its

influence was mainly directed to sending off cru-

sades, putting girls into nunneries, and getting

thinkers burnt. But I insist that this improve-

menthas not been due to the action of the clergy

as a body, but to that of a small minority, which

would have been powerless, if it had not had

mighty help from without. What would have

become of the Reformation, if its preachers had

had no aid from the Electors of Saxony, the

Landgrave of Hesse, or the Lords of the Congrega-

tion, from Henry VIII., Elizabeth, William the

Silent, or Henry of Navarre ? Whom are we to

thank for the change in the teaching of the Ameri-

can pulpit about the moral relations of whites

and blacks ? The clergy as a body have not led

moral progress, but brought up the rear. What

else could we expect, when we know how depend-

ent the average clergyman is on his parishioners ?

How can he stand up before his patrons, and

speak to each of them about his or her individual

sins ? Nathan said to David, "Thou art the man" ;

but there are more Davids than Nathans now.

Perhaps the clergy do as well as theycan under the

circumstances, but their position is such as to

make anything like personal rebuke almost impos-

sible. Such rebukes are sometimes administered

in private, but it is not every minister who can

afford to take even this step toward losing his

parish. The Catholic priest is comparatively

independent of the people, but he is sadly hedged

in by the low moral standards which have become

traditional in his Church. He can preach freely

against theft and drunkenness, but not against

formalism, or promiscuous almsgiving, or lack of

courage to think for one's self. But suppose a

preacher to have the highest moral wisdom of the

age and the broadest possible liberty of applying

it to the members of his congregation : even

then, he has to deal with such differences in age,

culture, character, and quickness of comprehension

among his hearers, that what is a dangerous

paradox or an insoluble riddle for some is an unin-

teresting truism for others. He is like a teacher

of an ungradedschool, who has to teach all his

pupils in one class, and merely by talking to them

all at once. Imagine such a teacher first speak-

ing an hour about the alphabet, while only a-b-c-

darians listen, then trying in vain to keep their

attention while addressing their elders about the

multiplication table, and at last yielding to the

entreaties of the scholars in partial payments, and

winding up with a lecture which every one ad-

mires, but scarcely anybody understands. The

most advanced ministers are fortunate enough to

have picked congregations; but, usually, the diffi-

culty of teaching from the pulpit is even greater

than it would be in such a school, for the church-

goers are so well aware of these differences among

them that each feels sure that the minister in his

exhortations is aiming at some one else. Palpit

usage does not, however, permit the clergyman to

take direct aim at any member of the congrega-

tion, but makes him, like Mr. Pickwick's friend,

Tupman, shut his eyes before he lets off his gun.

So long as churches are exempted from taxa-

tion, we who lose money in consequence have a

right to ask whether this privilege is just. While

people who do not want to go to church are

forced there by public sentiment or domestic

pressure, so that even Harvard students are not

allowed to spend Sunday as they choose, we must

insist on being told what peculiarity there is about

meeting-houses which makes the right of individ-

ual liberty become null and void before their

doors. So long, again, as the way to church is

hedged in by laws against travel, public amuse-

ments, and honest industry, it is the duty of the

clergy to prove their title to legal protection

against competition.

We are answered by appeals to what the

Church is doing for morality. But look at the

facts. Examine the course of study in the divin-

ity schools and theological seminaries, and see

how much pains is taken to make the graduates

understand the laws of virtue and distinctions

between right and wrong, any better than people

do generally. For all these clerical candidates,

theology is the main study; and next comes cere-

mony ; while morality is merely a side issue.

Nothing shows better what has always been con-

sidered of most importance among Christians

than the names of the churches and sects. Some,

like the Congregationalists, Presbyterians, Episco-

palians, and Roman Catholics, are called so on

account of their peculiar habits of church govern-

ment. Others, like the Unitarians, Universalists

Swedenborgians, Lutherans, Spiritualists, and Ad-

ventists, owe their names, as well as their exist-

ence, to their respective theologies. The Baptists,

again, stand simply for a difference about cere-

mony. The Friends and Methodists are almost

the only instances of sectarian appellations with

even the slightest moral meaning. It is creeds,

•Introduction of a class exercise by six young children.
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Is that method of teaching morality a good ground Scripture. Most of them are much more busy in

for exemption from taxation ? performing ceremonies and inculcating creeds.

Here they are not helping morality, but rather

hindering. A ceremony is simply a substitute for

amoral duty. Every wise friend of virtue comes

out against forms, as the Hebrew prophets, Jesus,

the mediæval mystics, Parker, and Emerson did.

To confess that baptism regenerates is to deny the

necessity of daily goodness. And what is a creed

but a usurper of the throne that belongs to virtue ?

He who says that faith in the atonement is all

that is necessary to please God and save the soul

is an infidel to the only true and saving faith, that

of man in man. This it is which keeps the soul

safe and turns earth to heaven. Our daily life is

full of real opportunities of growth. Why let

ourselves be drawn aside after visionary dogmas ?

One of the most universal of doctrines, that of

immortality, is often so zealously cherished that

preachers say he who cannot believe it has no

sufficient motive to do right. I have heard even

Unitarians speak thus. But this is simply de-

nying that virtue is worth following for her own

sake. It is really preaching immorality. What

infidelity can be so dangerous? Howcommon it

is, too, for preachers to attack openly and con-

sciously the sacred duty of self-culture, by insist-

ing that no one should trust his reason or value

knowledge in comparison with Orthodoxy ! How

many steeples are only guideposts pointing away

from earthly duties ! How often have wrongs to

man been overlooked in the vain attempt to set

forth right views of God!

Let us suppose again a school-teacher with no

text-books except what were written two or three

thousand years ago. If he kept at work pointing

out the mistakes and deficiencies which necessa-

rily exist in all old books, the pupil would either

throw away her books as worthless or, if she

thought she could not afford to do that, would

make complaint against her teacher as a mischiev-

ous crank, who ought to be turned out. But, if

fear of this should make the teacher use all his

ingenuity to cover up and explain away the mis-

takes in the text, and let the pupil graduate with

the belief that her book was absolutely free from

error and always to be taken on trust, then he

would simply be a propagator of ignorance and

a traitor against truth. Just this unfortunate

alternative is forced on almost every minister by

the popular view of the Bible as infallible, and

the time-honored custom of reading portions in

the pulpit, without note or comment, as state-

ments in which everybody must believe. When

we find the Bible set up thus for worship, we have

to ask whether it is worthy of its place. Nobody

wouldhave thought of sending Charles I. or Louis

XVI. to the scaffold, if they had not been kings ;

but their title necessitated their fate. This pulpit-

worship of the Bible forces us to notice that many

of its chapters are too indecent to be read aloud,

that many professed statements of fact are too

absurd to be believed without mental injury, and

that much of its teaching about morality is simply

pernicious. What else can be said of a book

which is the open enemy of knowledge, which

treats thinking for one's self as worthy of capital

punhisment and endless damnation, which enjoins

absolute monarchy and the subjection of women,

which commands giving money to every beggar,

and which encourages the Christian to scorn fam-

ily, social life, and everything else that is worldly

in hope of making himself worthy of a future

heaven! Is this taking the Bible too literally ?

Abook which cannot be taken literally is no au-

thority. The whole question about the Bible is

whether it should be followed literally. I am

willing enough to admit that it should not. Nay,

I go further, and say that the Bible is so unfit to

be taken literally as an authority that the min-

ister who tries to have people take it so is , to that

extent, preaching immorality. Does any one urge

that some parts of the Bible ought to be taken lit-

erally and not others, and therefore it is vitally

necessary to have ministers to tell us how the

Bible is to be understood ? Those who think so

had better notice how widely the real facts about

its various books and people as given in any

scholarly book, for instance the last edition of the

Encyclopædia Britannica, differ from the way min-

isters usually talk on such subjects. The clergy-

man who preaches about the authorship of the

Pentateuch or Daniel, or Hebrews or the Fourth

Gospel, is apt to appear more like a criminal law-

yer seeking to cover up the evidence against his

client than like a champion of truth anxious to

givehis hearers all the light he can get. Theodore

Parker was the first clergyman in America to tell

the people what scholars knew about the Bible,

and we remember how the other ministers treated

him. How few of the clergy can be trusted even

now to speak of the Bible as it really is ! Can

morality be taught by a teacher whose main effort

is to keep his pupils from seeing the faults in the

books forwhich he is retained as a special pleader ?

What peculiar privileges can such faithless teach-

ers justly claim ?
And the work of the clergy does not consist

mainly in preaching morality and expounding

We should not forget that there are ministers

who know of no creed but truth, and no sacra-

ment except practical goodness; who do their best

to make their hearers see the Bible as it is, and

think independently, and who give their main

strength to denouncing iniquity in high places,

breaking the chains of the oppressed, and leading

the people on toward higher life than has ever yet

been reached. All honor to those men who are

working thus, under whatever name and on what-

ever platform ! But it is not they who are striving

to keep their churches exempted from taxation,

to have the Sunday laws enforced, and to compel

people to attend public worship against their will.

Ministers who are really doing good to the com-

munity know they can afford to let themselves be

treated as they deserve, without the help of legal

or social pressure. Far be it from any friend of

progress to put a stumbling-block in their way ! I

would not even interfere with those who go to

church to be told what to believe, or to have their

salvation worked out for them by ceremonies, or

to hear other people's sins rebuked, or to keep in

good society. They may use their churches as

club-houses, or arsenals of dogmas, or theatres

of formalism, if they know no better. All I ask

is that no man's taxes be increased by the exemp-

tion of such property.

FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND.

energy everywhere manifest, to which we can

discover no limits ; and though we do not certainly

know that it is absolutely infinite, yet its known

vastness entitles us to use the greatest word in

describing it. From this, probably, no one will

dissent; and the Church of this faith is commensu-

rate with the thinking world.

FIRST ARTICLE OF THE AGNOSTIC CREED .

Agnosticism knows some things, and believes

as well as doubts some things. It has, therefore,

a creed, which is becoming more familiar than the

old Apostles' Creed, so called. I wish to study it

a little; and if, by telling how it appears to me

with my present light, I can elicit help from those

who understand it better, its trained advocates,

I shall not write in vain.

What is this energy? Here is the gateway

through which enter agnosticism and various

forms of gnosticism, or, at least, dogmatism, into

an arena of conflict. Nor can agnosticism avoid

conflict by an eternal repetition of "I do not

know." It is bound to show that all the assertions

of the dogmatists are baseless and empty words,

and this has been the agnostic course ; but it has

been able to convince very few, and, as one of the

many, I rejoin in a few words.

Some interpret this infinite energy as personal,

and others as impersonal. The agnostics, who

are theological as well as ecclesiastical non-jurors,

affirm that we cannot philosophically affirm either.

But both the other parties reply that we must

affirm one or the other, because what is not per-

sonal is impersonal (not-personal), and what is

not impersonal is personal. We feel the necessity

of logical consistency here as much as anywhere.

To affirm that the energy is not personal is to

affirm what has always been understood as athe-

ism, while its opposite is theism; and the agnos.

tics are subtle enough to occupy a spaceless point

between them. Thus there are already three

different denominations, or churches, standing on

this article.

The first article of the Agnostic Creed, I believe,

affirms the existence of an infinite and eternal

energy. To this article, I, for one, give my un-

qualified assent. There is certainly a very vast

Which of these is the best ? This question we

cannot ignore. We are bound to give it due at-

tention, and decide according to our best judg-

ment, which each of the three parties already

formed must be supposed to have done. We

are all able to see that this article of agnosticism

is not necessarily agnostic ; and that, however

consistent it may be with the old notion of athe-

ism, it is certainly consistent with the old notion

of theism, as the Infinite Power who is in and

over all things. But, against this, we are unani-

mously admonished by atheists, agnostics, and

pantheists that personality and consciousness

imply limitation, and cannot belong to any infinite

energy.

On the other hand, experience and the concep-

tions which grow out of it are our ultimate guide;

and, from these, we are compelled to consider per-

sonality as the highest form of being with largest

definite, coherent heterogeneity. While it is true

that human personality is limited, that is no proof

that all personality is limited or must be so con-

ceived. Can we not conceive a personality larger

than ourselves ? If so, where shall we fix the

limit of conception ? There is no limit short of

infinite. As to consciousness, this is knowledge ;

and infinite knowledge is just as conceivable as

infinite energy, for we know energy only as a mode

of consciousness .

Man, indeed, is not conscious all through. Con-

sciousness may be, as some think, only the surface

of his being, a series of bubbles from the vasty

deep of the unknown. But this is a recognized

limitation, a limitation of self-knowledge. Vast

would be the elevation of man, were he raised to the

knowledge of himself in his whole nature,history,

processes, state, and relations, to be wholly self-

luminous in every detail, and always and alto-

gether. Now, it seems to me that an unconscious

infinite energy would be infinitely exalted to be-

come thus perfectly conscious of itself, and by will

direct itself. To reverse or question this would

be to reverse or question all the laws and princi-

ples of thinking known to man. Would it not?

WILLIAM I. GILL.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

BY B. F. U.

THE money due The Index is needed to enable

it to meet current expenses, and those in

arrears on their subscriptions are requested to

send to this office the sums due with as little

delay as possible.

Ir the novels of Smollett, Fielding, Sterne, and

Balzac have been with Irawn from circulation by

the authorities of the Public Library, it is to be

hoped that we mayhave revised editions of these

classics suitable for the readers of this age. And

would it not be well to include the Bible and

Shakspere ?-The Sunday Herald.

LILIAN WHITING, replying to journals that have

taken exception to her statement in the Inter-

Ocean that the President of Harvard University

was "behind the times," explains that she referred

to his disapproval of co-education and refusal to

open the doors of Harvard to women, while admit-

ting that he "is on radical ground regarding sys-

tems of education and college curriculums." Thus

explained, Miss Whiting's statement is, we believe,

correct.

DR. B. A. GOULD, recently from South America,

wherehe has spent the last fifteen years, told the

following story at the Unitarian Festival in this

city, last month : "It so happened that I once de-

tected a native employé of the observatory in a

flagrant iniquity, and of course discharged him

immediately ! But he remonstrated : 'Sir,' said he,

'I acknowledge and confess that I am a vile sinner,

that my life is immoral, and my misdeeds are con-

tinual. But, thank Heaven, I have religion. I

repent of my sins, confess them conscientiously,

and am absolved. So that I know all willbe par-

doned to me. Will you insist upon punishing

what God himself forgives ?' "

SAYS Unity : "A prominent Boston Unitarian

is reported to have said recently: 'The West is

nothing to me. When I speak of the United

States, I have in mind simply what lies east of

the Alleghanies.' It would be well for this excel-

lent gentleman to make a journey across the con-

tinent, and thus broaden his ideas concerning his

country and nation. Such Unitarians, it is to be

• feared, look upon the liberal faith as merely a New

England notion." It is surprising how little some

prominentmen in the East know or care to know

about the great West, where there are about as many

New England born men and their descendants

as there are left behind in the New England

States, besides quite a number of intelligent and

respectable people from other sections of the

country, who ought in fairness to be regarded as

belonging to the United States.

MR. FRIEDRICH SCHUENEMANN-POTT, one of

the Vice-Presidents of the Free Religious Associa-

tion, in an article contributed to the Freidenker

of May 31, says that Lincoln is generally acknowl-

edged by his friends at Springfield, including his

partner Herndon, to have been, throughout his res-

idence there, an unbeliever in Christianity. He

is also generally known to have written a book

like Paine's Age of Reason, which he would have

published, if it had not been for the entreaty

of his friends. Some think that it was burned,

others that it is still kept under lock and key.

His private secretary, John G. Nicololay, is of

opinion that he never changed his views after

leaving Springfield. His widow also stated that

he cared little for Christianity, and that one of

his favorite sayings was : " What must come, comes .

No prayer is of any use."

THE Christian Statesman speaks of Victor Hugo

as the "idol of the French people," and says that

he was "a thorough infidel. With his dying

breath, he refused to see a priest who offered to

visit him." And yet the truth compels two Chris-

tian journals to speak as follows of this "infidel."

Says the Independent : "The red blood of health

and purity never flowed stronger in the veins of

the Saxon than in his. He was one of the great

souls who successfully exemplified that dignity

and worth of human nature which he taught."

And to this same "infidel" the Christian Union

thus refers : "Liberty was a passion to Victor

Hugo, but even more a principle. He loved hu-

manity. Its sorrows lay on his spirit, and pene-

trated his work with a tragic pathos. No such

plea for the outcast, the poor, and the desolate

has ever been made as Les Misérables; and the

reverence in which the French people have long

held their great man-a reverence absurdly idola-

trous in some of its expressions-was genuine,

unaffected, and heartfelt. It was the response of

France to its greatest heart even more than to its

greatest mind."

DR. J. R. MONROE, of Indianapolis, who is a

"regular" physician and surgeon,says in his hetero-

dox paper, Monroe's Iron-clad Age:-

It is our belief that medicine as practiced in this

entirely too free country in our time, taken as a

whole, is productive of more harm than good, so

large is the class of ignorant pretenders and men

with some knowledge, who are yet disqualified by

nature from making it available for anything but mis-

chief. But there are a large class of well-qualified

and capable physicians who are useful to their fel-

lows, who are indispensable to society, and benefac-

tors of their kind. In this free country, every igno-

ramus has a right to preach or practise law or medi-

cine. The people must be left free to accept his

doctrine or reject it. The Catholic Church requires

an educated clergy,-educated in priestcraft and in

classical literature. There are no quack priests. But

Protestantism, in accordance with the genius of our

institutions, leaves every man free to follow the

avocation of his bent, with or without qualification

or fitness . Hence, those callings formerly designated

as the learned professions have grown into contempt.

Speaking broadly and making due allowance for

numerous worthy exceptions, it is disreputable to be

adoctor of medicine, of law, or of divinity.

We have received from Dr. R. Heber Newton

the paper on "The Religious Aspects of Socialism,"

read before the Free Religious Association in this

city May 29 ; and it will appear in The Index next

week. In an editorial on this paper the day after

it was read, the Boston Herald said :-

This diagnosis of the socialistic tendencies of the

hour, this affiliation of them with the aims that are

conspicuously Christian, this illustration of their aim

at the expression of an ethical defect in our modern

Protestant religion, will be widely read, and ought

to draw attention to two things. It ought to make

the Christian Churches more careful to understand

and promote the social life of the people on its ethical

side; and it ought to teach men who are possessed by

this social unrest that their best friends are to be

found among the ethical and spiritual teachers of the

day. The effect of this paper read by him yesterday

will be to show those who become acquainted with

his thought that the socialist movement, so far as it

is related to economic and industrial agencies, has an

honest basis in our present life as a people, and that

the religious teachers of the country will prove re-

miss to a great opportunity, if they do not consider

what the socialists are driving at, and do not con-

serve their purposes into what is best called Christian

socialism .

SAYS the Nation : "The restoration of the Pan-

théon at Paris to its original use, as a monument

to illustrious Frenchmen, is a fresh illustration of

the hostility of the Republic to the Church , as

well as of the political imprudence of the clergy.

The building was begun as a church by Madame

de Pompadour; but it was not finished until the

Revolution was at its height, in 1790, and was

thendedicated to the memory of great men. The

Restoration, however, had not the good sense to

let it alone; and,when the Clerical and Royalist

reaction set in in 1822, Louis XVIII. gave it back

to the clergy, who converted it once more into a

church. After the expulsion of the Bourbons, in

1831, it was again secularized, and remained secи-

larized until after the Coup d'Etat. The new

Emperor, who was then currying favor with the

Church, in 1853 converted it again into a place of

worship. The Republic has been much more

patient than its predecessors ; for it has waited

since 1877, when the Conservatives finally went

out of power, before again compelling the clergy

to vacate it, which they were, it is reported, re-

quired to do within forty-eight hours."

THE Spiritual Offering represents The Index as

unfair and bitterly hostile to Spiritualism. This

is not true. If we mistake not, more space has

been given in this journal the past year to articles

in defence than in opposition to Spiritualism.

Within a few weeks, articles in favor of Spiritual-

ism have appeared in The Indexfrom three writers,

two of whom have a reputation among Spiritual-

ists.. The editorial opposition to Spiritualism

which seems to have offended our Western con-

temporary has consisted of a few paragraphs

referring to the exposure of fraud, demonstrated

tobesuch, practised in the name of Spiritualism .

Astatement by "a crusader against Spiritualistic

phenomena," copied from The Index by the Spirit-

ual Offering, and made the occasion of complaint

against us, was given to show that an investigator

of Spiritualism, who has strongly opposed it, con-

ceded he could not account for the movement

of tables without contact, which he admitted to

be a fact; that he refused to acknowledge the

explanation of Faraday, and thought there was

some kind of psychic or nerve force not under-

stood. Was not our contemporary greatly in

want of a pretext to find fault with The Index,

when it used that quotation as an illustration of

our unfairness to Spiritualism ? When we wish

to discuss the claims of Spiritualism, we shall do

so, and with independence as well as courtesy, we

trust ; but we would rather not have our encour-

agement of the Religio-Philosophical Journal in its

efforts to get at the actual facts of Spiritualism ,

separated from trickery and fraud, construed into

hostility to Spiritualism or lack of due respect for

its adherents, among whomwe have many friends.

MANHOOD'S TEST.

Not ascetic self-denial

In the lonely desert waste,

Or in solitary cell,

For The Index.

Of man's nobleness doth tell ;

But to pass through fiery trial,

Bitterness of loss to know,

Every acrid drop to taste

Poured from envy's venomed vial,

The full scale of human woe

With the quivering heart to sound,

And yet let no evil throw

Hope and honor to the ground.

'Tis a weak and craven bent

Life's unkindly strife to shun :

Better were the being rent

Bymuchsorrow than by none.

Would'stbe forceless as a shade ?

Then life's crucial tests evade.

Strong and wise thou can'st not be,

Knowing naught of agony.

TUDOR
WILLIAMS.
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the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-
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of man's religious nature and history" ; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks

these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.

It would subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations-the Christian no less

than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipate Re-

ligion from bondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-

tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

may be put more effectually to the service of a higher

Morality and an improved Social Welfare.

WILLIAM J. POTTER,

BENJAMIN F. UNDERWOOD, :::::}Editors.

NO WRITERS in THE INDEX, editorial or other, are to be

regarded as speaking in behalf of the Free ReligiousAsso-

ciation as a whole ; nor is any writer to be held responsible

for any opinions expressed in its columns except his own.

For all unsigned editorial matter . B. F. UNDERWOOD, the

office editor, is responsible.

ALL communications intended for the paper and all

business letters should be addressed to B. F. UNDERWOOD,

theBusiness Manager,44 Boylston Street,Boston, towhose

order all checks and drafts for THE INDEX should be

made payable. Letters for Mr. POTTER should be ad-

dressed to him, at New Bedford, Mass.

and more or less temporary character. Holding

these views, however, we owe a justification of

them to the world,-a justification partly theoreti-

cal or logical and partly practical. We are called

upon to demonstrate by argument that religion

is not dependent upon doctrinal systems. We are

called upon to demonstrate by practice that free

and whose hearts respond to no high ideal of

truth or of virtue, who take the world as they

find it, and make the most of it for their individ-

ual purposes. Even so, to such men, not less than

to positive evil-doers,-more, indeed, than to some

evil-doers, the doctrine of the inferiority and

depravity of humannature is sure to be welcome,

religion, as we understand it, has all the proper- seeing that it exempts them from all reproach,

ties and qualities of true religion. We are not

called upon, so far as I can understand, to show

that the theologies of the day are false, except in

the one point of claiming to be severally essential

to the true conception and right practice of relig-

ion. There we do join issue with them : we hold

that whatever of religion stands associated with

them can be disengaged from the connection, and

can by itself be made a vital power. Apart from

this, I do not see that we have any quarrel with

the creeds ; and, for my own part, I should be

disposed to treat them all with the respect due to

opinions believed in, and cherished by, larger or

smaller bodies of our fellow-men.

The times are propitious for a free and earnest

treatment of the deeper questions of religious

philosophy. It is not trenchant criticism of

errors that is needed, so much as the effectual

exposition of positive truths. Errors, in the long

run, refute themselves : they die out through the

gradual acceptance of principles with which they

cannot be reconciled. The earliest attitude of

Christianity was not one of violent aggression

upon existing systems of religion, but one rather

of earnest devotion to the propagation of the new

truth which it claimed to possess. Similarly, the

Buddhist missionaries went forth, less as de-

stroyers of polytheism than as heralds of a new

Is a Scientific Basis of Religion Possible ? life, or at least a new mode of deliverance from

PAPERS are forwarded until an explicit order is

received by the publishers to discontinue, and until pay-

ment of all arrearages is made. The change of date on the

address label is a receipt for renewal, and no other receipt

will be sent unless specially requested.

For The Index.

AnAddress delivered before the Free Religious Association at

Parker Memorial Hall, Boston, May 29, 1885 .

BY W. D. LE SUEUR.

Mr. President,-It is not without a considerable

sense of responsibility that I approach the execu-

tion of the task assigned to me to-day. I am

asked to speak on the question, "Is a Scientific

Basis for Religion Possible ?" The question is

a difficult and a critical one: difficult, among

other reasons, on account of the uncertainty at-

taching to the definition of the word "religion" ;

and critical, because whatever touches religion

touches one of the most vital of human interests.

If I have undertaken what I thus acknowledge

to be a difficult task, it is in the hope that I may

at least be able to deal with the question candidly,

seriously, and in a spirit of sympathy with all

who cherish any true or worthy type of religion,

or into whose conception of religion there enters

any true or worthy element. We can bear, it

seems to me, with one another's errors, if they

are manifestly associated with right intentions ;

and I even believe that no one, however mistaken

he maybe, can utter his sincere thought without

some benefit to others. The earnest thinker, on

any subject, may therefore take courage, knowing

that whatever of truth he mayhave grasped will

stand; while his errors will in some measure be

redeemed by his sincerity of purpose.

The question before us is one which it is emi-

nently proper that this Association should grapple

with, and, if possible, bring to a distinct issue.

The very title which the Association bears indi-

cates that, in the opinion of its members, the true

type of religion is not commonly recognized. Our

contention is that religion is a part of human

nature, and that its connection with this or that

theological system can only be of an incidental

the evils of existence. There is a lesson, I think,

in these facts for us to-day. If we have new

truths to proclaim or old truths to rescue from

oblivion and neglect, let us attend to that : and

let the antagonist errors pale in the glowing light.

It was "by manifestation of the truth" that Paul

claimed to commend himself to every man's con-

science ; and to him, as we know, it was given

to lay the foundations of Christianity throughout

the whole gentile world.

save for not having attained a supernatural grace.

In some cases, the supernatural grace-or a per-

suasion of it, at least-comes to smooth over any

little difficulties that conscience may raise in con-

nection with defects of conduct or lowness of

moral aim. Manifestly, there is need for a doc-

trine that will cut the ground from under the

hypocritical, or at least half-hypocritical, pretences

by which men reconcile themselves to inferior

standards of conduct. The times are propitious

for teaching of this kind, and it seems to me

that this Association is eminently qualified to

lead in the movement. We need, however, for

that purpose to feel the ground very sure under

our feet; and, that this maybe the case, we must

make a constant and progressive study of all that

concerns the moral life of man. The question

before us to-day is, from this point of view, one

of much practical importance; for, upon the defi-

niteness of the answer we are able to give to it

will largely depend the influence we shall be able

to exercise upon the religious thought, and, through

the religious thought, upon the moral life of the

community.

There is urgent need for another Paul to arise

today to spread abroad the elements of a new

faith, a faith that the world has never explic-

itly held, that in general it has explicitly repudi-

ated,-the faith in human nature. To some, this

mayseem a stereotyped phrase ; but it is stereotyped

only to those who have never fathomed its signifi-

cance, and who know nothing of the light that is

thrown upon it by the facts of history and the

laws of human life. The doctrine of the degrada-

tion of human nature has heretofore been far

more acceptable to the multitude than the doctrine

of its dignity and value. Men have, in general,

been perfectly willing that infinite ill should be

spoken of their common humanity. There is a

reason for this: let it be admitted and settled

that man by nature is vile and base, and a low

standard of conduct is at once established. There

are thousands of men who do not want to hear

any special good of humanity, knowing instinc-

tively that they would thereby be summoned to

live very different lives fromwhat they are doing.

It is much more convenient and comfortable to go

to church, and hear that they are miserable sin-

ners, for whom no punishment would be too

severe, but for whom a way of escape from all the

consequences of ill-doing has been supernaturally

provided. It may be that they are not evil-doers

in the ordinary sense,but simply followers of what

Jesus would have called the "world,"-men whose

morality is of a thoroughly conventional type,

Let us without further delay proceed to consider :

1st, the word"religion"; 2d, the thing religion in

some of its leading historical manifestations; 3d,

some of the principal definitions that have been

given of the term; 4th, the essential nature of re-

ligion, so far as we may be able, with these aids, to

determine it ; and, 5th, the support which religion,

in the sense so arrived at, derives from the

constitution of nature.

The word "religion," as every one is aware, has

been borrowed by us from the Latin. In that

language, however, its meaning and usewere very

much restricted in comparison with what they

have become in the modern and Christian world.

Cicero, in one place, speaks of religion as that

which prescribes the proper ceremonies tobe ob-

served in the worship of the gods. In the estima-

tion of Lucretius, religion and superstition were

almost synonymous terms. He speaks, in the

opening of his first book, of human life lying

crushed gravi sub religione, "under oppressive relig-

ion," which he proceeds to describe as revealing

its hideous head from the skies, terrifying unhappy

mortals. He tells his friend Memmius that he

need not fear, in entering upon a free study of

nature, to land himself in impiety, seeing that it

is religion, on the contrary, that is the mother of

crimes and all unholy deeds. He instances the

sacrifice of Iphigenia by her own father Aga-

memnon, to secure a favorable wind for the

Grecian fleet ; and ends with the oppressive and,

no doubt, perfectly sincere exclamation : "Tantum

religio potuit suadere malorum ! "-"Such grievous

things could religion persuade men to!" Such an

application of the word "religion" was not common

among the ancient Romans; but, at the same

time,the term had not the sanctity which would

have made the expressions of Lucretius as painful

to their ears as similar expressions would be to

the ears of most in the presentday. In general,

it was used to express a scruple or whatever caused

a scruple. It was a grave and serious word,

admirably suited to the prevailing tone of Roman

religious sentiment. The Greeks had no equiva-

lent word. They had a word, εὐσέβεια, for piety, or

reverence, and a word that expressed fear of the
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gods (not, however, in any specially moral sense),

δεισιδαιμονία, and another word that expressed relig-

ious fear, but with a slight suggestion ofmummery

about it, θρησκεία; but theyhad no word that ex-

pressed, as religio did, a certain careful, thoughtful,

attitude of mind toward the objects of worship.

The Roman term has been preserved, while the

Greek ones have been forgotten; and to-day we

find that no other word will express for us so well

that sense of relation to some higher law which is

rarely, if ever, entirely absent from the human

mind.

Wemay now proceed to glance at a few of the

historical manifestations of the religious senti-

ment. The Roman type of religion was, as it

seems to me, a very instructive one for our present

purpose. According to Mommsen, it was marked

by "a peculiar narrowness of conception and, at

the same time, a deeply rooted earnestness." The

Roman deities were, most obviously, mere personi-

fied abstractions. "The State and the clan, the in-

dividual phenomena of nature as well as the indi-

vidual operations of mind, every man, every place

andobject, everyact even, falling within the sphere

of Roman law, reappeared in the Roman world of

gods.... Conceptions such as Sowing (Saturnus) ,

Field Labor (Ops), Blossom (Flora), War (Bellona),

Boundary (Terminus), Youth (Juventus), Health

(Salus), Faithfulness (Fides), Harmony (Con-

cordia) , were among the oldest and most sacred

of Romandivinities." (Mommsen.) Jupiter and

Juno were the abstractions of manhood and

womanhood, and Minerva of the power of mem-

ory. The Greek theology was an inexhaustible

source of myth and fable: the Roman was a hortus

siccus of abstractions, around which no myths were

allowed to gather. What the Roman wanted was

the idea in objective, but not, strictly speaking, in

corporeal shape. His deities were without parts or

passions, simply representative of the permanent

realities of life; occasionally, too, as Mommsen

shows, of fleeting realities. The effort of the

Roman evidently was, by the aid of these personi

fied abstractions, to realize things in their essential

nature. The Greek, combining æsthetic pleasure

with edification, always introduced an element of

lighter thought intohis religious conceptions. It

was characteristic of the difference in this respect

between the two races that the Greek, in perform-

ing religious rites, looked up to the heavens, while

theRoman covered his head. The former wished

to impress on his mind the concrete reality of the

universe, the latter to meditate without distrac-

tion on the ideahe was placing beforehis mind.

The Roman religion is especially instructive in

this sense : that it shows us the process of the

manufacture (so to speak) of divinities among a

people not at all given to imagination, a people

eminently prosaic and practical. The art which

conceals art was wholly lacking to the Roman,

and thus we easily discover the whole method by

whichhis pantheon was called into existence. His

gods have no individual character : we cannot for

one moment imagine them as distinct external

existences. They sprang from his brain as fully

developed as they were ever destined to be they

were only his own ideas set opposite to him, as it

were, that they might be the better contemplated.

The Greek gave such distinctness and individu-

ality to Here, Pallas Athene, Dionysus, and

Hermes, that sometimes we feel as if we could

almost believe in them ourselves ; but Janus is no

more divine to us than a door, or Terminus than a

mill-post. Andyet, to the Roman, these were gods

entitled to all reverence and held in all reverence.

Now, the more imagination and mobility of tem-

perament any race possesses, the more will the

process by which divinities are created be con-

cealed; but the honest,prosaic Roman has really,

if I mistake not, let us into the secret of the for-

mation of all theologies. The idea will not stay

inthehumanmind: it will posit itself objectively,

"Their gods are like unto them," said the psalmist,

who perhaps did not know quite how wide a truth

he was uttering. The names which the Hindu

applied to his gods were always tending, as Raw-

and thus gains, first personality, and then divinity.| linson tells us,"to float awayfrom the objects or

In connection with this, we mayquote the remark

of William von Humboldt, that "pure ideas, vis-

ible only to the inward eye, are, of all things that

men canknow, the most beautiful." Who knows,

therefore, what severe and serene joy the ancient

Roman mayhave had in contemplating the pure

ideas of opening and of boundary, represented to

powers which the gods represented; and the ob-

jects then received fresh names, which in their

turn were exalted into gods, so that the pantheon

was receiving continual additions." Almost every

important deity is represented in turn as supreme

and absolute, just as in persons of mobile temper-

ament different ideas or emotions in rapid succes-

him by the gods Janus and Terminus ? And who❘sion seem to dominate the whole man. Thegods

is prepared to say that these important and indeed

profound ideas were not worthy of the divine

honors accorded to them ?

The ancient Egyptian religion reminds us a

little of the Roman in the simplicity of its theo-

logical creations. One god, as we read, repre-

sented the creative mind, or the thought of creat

ing; another, the creative hand, or the act of cre-

ating; a third represented matter in general; a

fourth, the reproductive power of nature; others,

the principal heavenly bodies; and others, again,

the abstract qualities of wisdom, goodness, and

unknowableness. "It may not be always pos-

sible," says Rawlinson, "to say what is the exact

quality act on the part of nature which is repre-

sented by each god and goddess; but the principle

was clear, and beyond adoubt." The principle is

undoubtedly clear that, at a certain stage of intel-

lectual development, men cannot rest in the sub-

jective. As fast as they form distinct abstract

conceptions, they must render these objective by

some form of personification; and the imaginary

beings thus called into existence begin to be recog-

nized as external powers, just as the abstract ideas

themselves are rulers in the domain of thought.

Among the ancient Iranians, we find one of the

most remarkable distinctions which it was ever

given to any people to establish ; that, namely,

between Ahura-Mazda (Ormuzd), the much-know-

ing or much-giving spirit, and Angro-Mainyus

(Ahriman), the darkened intelligence, or spirit of

evil. From knowledge or intelligence, as they

conceived, flowed all good; from ignorance and

darkness of mind, all evil. These two powers they

regarded as in continual conflict. Sometimes one

was victorious, and sometimes the other; but, con-

quering or conquered, Ahura-Mazdawas the deity

whose claims upon man were always paramount.

It is quite in harmony with this fundamental re-

ligious distinction that the virtue of truth-telling,

as we are informed by Xenophon, should have

been held in the highest honor by the ancient

Persians. But what is worthy of special attention

is the virtual identification by this early race of

truth or knowledge with all good and of darkness

or ignorance with all evil. It would be a happy

thing, indeed, if all men, in our own advanced and

professedly enlightened age, could seize the same

point of view, and regard it as theirboundenduty

to fight the battle of Light against Darkness,-to

labor for a true intelligence of things and for the

overthrow of ignorance and confusion. Alas that

in our day tradition should so largely be set above

truth, and submission to authority above the love

of truth,-that Ahriman should rule in minds in

which Ormuzd should have full sway !

of the Hindus were derived mainly from the

greaterphenomena of nature; and, in the extreme

hyperbole of the language in which they are ad-

dressed, we seem to catch a reflection of the maj-

esty, grandeur, and beauty of Himalayan scenery,

to feel the force now vivifying, now destructive,

of the sun in his glory, and to listen to the thun-

dering of the torrent and the terrible fury of the

wind-storm. It is no wonder that the ancient

Vedic worshipper was at a loss, amid so many

forces of overwhelming potency, which he should

recognize as supreme, that at one time it should

be Agni, at another Indra, at another Varuna, and

at another Mitra. The contemplation of any one

of the powers which these names represented was

sufficient to fill his soul with emotions far beyond

his power to express.

Before passing to the next division of our sub-

ject, let us consider for a moment what lesson the

few general facts we have gleaned in our rapid

glance at some of the religions of the past are

adapted to teach. It seems to me to be this :

that theologies are the product of the human

mind, and that they vary just according to the

character and environment of the peoples among

whom they spring up. They do not require to be

revealed : they reveal themselves. Their relation

to religion, considered as moral discipline, is a

varying one, sometimes favorable and sometimes,

as all authorities agree, the reverse. At the same

time, it seems to be unquestionable that moral

ideas more and more seek to connect themselves

with theological systems ; and that from the con-

nection they derive, together with more or less of

perversion, a certain increase of force and author-

ity. The infinity of themoral law is, in a manner,

rudely expressed by the infinite or, at least, tran-

scendent attributes of the gods who come to be

regarded as its authors and vindicators.

Proceeding now to the definitions of religion,

let us first take one or two that express what may

be called the standard orthodox view. The cele-

brated Bishop Butler treats of religion under two

heads, Natural and Revealed; and, though I can-

not find that he anywhere pointedly defines relig-

ion in general, his views in regard to the nature of

religion are expressed at large in his work. He

tells us in one place that "the essence of natural

religion maybe said to consist in religious regards

to God, the Father; and the essence of Revealed

Religion to consist inreligious regards to the Son and

the Holy Ghost." It is a little singular to find the

word "religion" explained by the word "religious" ;

but we learn, further on, that "religious regards"

are "regards of reverence, honor, love, trust, grat-

itude, fear, and hope." Butler holds that reason

reveals the relation in which we stand to God, the

Father; while revelation was necessary to indi-

cate our relations to the Son and the Holy Spirit.

What we distinctly gather from this great writer's

treatment of the subject of religion is that he

considers it as depending essentially upon the

The Iranians, it may be remarked, were to the

Indians, or Hindus, very much what the Romans

were to the Greeks. In comparison with the lively

and, so to speak, concrete polytheism of the Hin-

dus, the religion of the Iranians was sober and

abstract. The thought of the Hindu was subtle,

his imagination quick, his impressions variable; ❘ recognitionby manof a relation subsisting between

and these qualities we find reflected in the ethereal him and a personal Divine Being, and the per-

and somewhat unstable character of his theology.formance by manof the duties prescribed by that
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relation. Canon Liddon expresses the same idea,

when he says that "religion consists fundament-

ally in the practical recognition of a constraining

bond between the inward life of man and an

Unseen Person." Prof. Pfleiderer, of Berlin, de-

fines it as "that relation of life to the Power that

rules the world which seeks to end in communion

with it." Prof. Caird, of Glasgow, speaks of relig-

ion as "bearing witness to an essential relation of

It would be easy to show how the views of

Feuerbach blend with those of both Kant and

Hegel, but time presses. Let us, making a long

step from Germany to New England, inquire next

how Emerson, clarum et venerabile nomen, regarded

this subject of religion. I have read somewhere

in his writings-though I cannot now lay my

and adore as the absolute than the essence of transfer itself to Humanity. He then enteredupon

human nature itself." a profound and original study of the whole circle

of human knowledge, in order to determine the

true bearing of each separate science or study

upon human life, and so to lay a scientific basis

for his proposed religion of humanity. It is of

course utterly out of the question that I should

attempt on the present occasion to give even the

barest outline of the Positivist system. Imay say,

however, that Comte has laid us under a deep obli-

gation in this: that, by his sympathetic study of

history and of the laws of social life, he has been

enabled greatly to enlarge our knowledge of the

moral resources of humanity, and has done much

to raise our confidence in the possibility of a real

and efficacious religion springing from the consti-

tutionof human nature and appealing for its sup-

port to verifiable facts.

the human spirit to the Infinite,"-a definition | finger on the passage that religion arises from

which almost coincides in terms with one given

by Prof. Max Müller. "Religion," says Mr. Gold-

win Smith, "teaches that we have our being in a

Power whose character and purposes are indicated

to usby our moral nature, in whom we are united,

and by the union made sacred to one another;

whose voice conscience, however generated, is ;

whose eye is always upon us, sees all our acts, and

sees them as they are, morally, without refer-

ence to worldly success or to the opinion of the

world; to whom at death we return" ; and who

will cause it to be well or ill with us "according

as we promote or fail to promote his design by

self-improvement and the improvement of our

kind." I do not know that Mr. Goldwin Smith

has anywhere said that these propositions can be

proved; but, provable or not, he regards the ac-

ceptance of them as of the greatest consequence

to the well-being and stability of society.

Wemay turn now to another class of definitions.

In the view of Kant, religion is founded on moral-

ity. To be religious is to have such a sense of the

absoluteness of the moral law that we regard all

duties as divine commands. "In no way may re-

ligion first incite us to virtue, for the idea of God

may never become a moral motive" (Schwegler ),

the idea of God being itself a product of the free

activity of the moral consciousness. Hegel held

that religionwas moral freedom attained through

the reconciliation, in some measure, of the human

with thedivine. The Christian religion, he taught,

established a positive and complete reconciliation

by exhibiting the actual unity of the human and

the divine in Christ. I need hardly add that it

was the conception of this unity to which Hegel at-

tached so much importance. Whether such a

union had, as a matter of historical fact been

accomplished, was, from the point of view of the

philosophy of the absolute, quite a secondary

matter.

the contrast between the greater and the less. To

this Feuerbach would assent : the greater, he would

add, is humanity in its fulness,-all the fulness it

is capable of,-and the less is the individual nature

or character with its necessary limitations. If we

turn, however, to the memorable essay "The Over-

Soul," we shall find how nearly Emerson ap-

proached both the Kantian and the Feuerbachian

stand-points, as above described. "We distin-

guish," he says, "the announcements of the soul,

its manifestations of its own nature, by the term

Revelation.... This communication is an influx of

the divine mind into our mind. It is an ebb of

the individual rivulet before the flowing surges

of the sea of life." Again, "Revelation is the

disclosure of the soul." Yet again: "The simplest

person who in his integrity worships God be-

comes God.... When we have broken our God of

tradition," what Feuerbach would call the God of

faith, "and ceased from our god of rhetoric, the

god of too many modern pulpits, then may God

fire the heart with his presence." Have we any

explanation of this ? Yes: in the very next sen-

tence, we read, "It is the doubling of the heart

upon itself, nay, the infinite enlargement of the

heart with a power of growth to a new infinity on

every side. " Once more : "Let man then learn the

revelation of all nature and all thought to his

heart. This, namely, that the highest dwells with

him; that the sources of nature are in his own

mind, if the sentiment of duty is there."

"The essence of religion," says Feuerbach,-

whose powerful work, The Essence of Christianity,

translated into English, as you all know, by George

Eliot, is not so widely known as it deserves to be,

-"is the immediate, involuntary, unconscious con-

templation of the human nature as another, a dis-

tinct, nature." "The essence of religion," he else-

where says, "is the identity of thedivine being with

the human ; but the form of religion or its appar-

ent conscious nature is the distinction between

them." From the essence of religion, or the iden-

tity of the human and divine, springs love; from

the form of religion, or the distinction and separa-

tion between the human and the divine, springs

faith, which at bottom, he affirms, is a malignant

principle, the source of all spiritual pride, of all

superstition, and of all religious hatred and perse-

cution. God, he further tells us, is nothing else

than"the idea of the species invested with a mys-

tical form. " One more quotation : "The neces-

sary turning point of history is the open confes-

sion that the consciousness of God is nothing else

than the consciousness of the species; that man

can and should raise himself only above the limits

of his individuality, and not above the laws, the

positive, essential conditions of his species; that

there is no other essence which man can think,

dream of, imagine, feel, believe in, wish for, love

The subject of religion has been copiously

treated in the fine collection of essays published

a few years ago by this Association. Mr. Wasson

has there defined religion as "the sense of rela-

tion of unity with the infinite whole" ; Mr. Weiss,

as "the recurrence of human nature to the facts

of the universe." We are indebted to Mr. Abbot

for the definition of religion as "the effort of man

to perfect himself." All these definitions, it seems

to me, can be perfectly harmonized with the

utterances of Emerson ; and Emerson would

appear to be substantially in harmony with the

Germans. Mr. Arnold's definition of religion as

"morality touched with emotion" has all the

sparkle of an epigram, and expresses, no doubt,

a truth. We do not feel, however, as if it gave us

the truth, the truth we are in search of. It rather

describes one aspect that religion wears than tells

us what it is.

In Mr. Spencer's opinion, the idea of transfer-

ring to humanity the devotion heretofore accorded

to supernatural beings is nothing less than a

chimera. It is in the mystery of the universe, in

the absolute unknowableness of the Cause under-

lying phenomena, that he finds the main, and in-

deed the only source, of religious feeling. The

sense of this mystery is the legitimate representa-

tive, to-day, of the primitive belief in ghosts. Mr.

Spencer states, however, that he does not expect

religion-shrunk or expanded, as we maychoose to

regard it, to the dimensions of a belief in a world-

ghost-to have any great efficacy in future as a

moral regulative principle. He looks to the nat

ural course of social development to raise men

gradually to a higher moral level.

We have still to deal with two thinkers of the

first importance, who have put forward opinions of

a very decided character on the subject of religion.

I refer to Auguste Comte and Herbert Spencer. I

do not know that Comte has anywhere tried to ex-

press for us wherein the essence of religion con-

sists. He was not fond of discussing essences,

preferring to take things in their concrete or his-

torical reality. He saw that religion existed in

the world, and that its principal character was one

of service and adoration directed to some super-

natural power or powers. Disbelieving himself

insupernatural powers, and believing (with Feuer-

bach) that a large part of the moral emotion con-

nected with religious service was the direct product

of-or, as we might say, a warmth generated by-

the internal movements of the social mass, what he

proposed was that the devotion of mankind should

Enough of definitions and opinions. The ques-

tion for us to decide is by which, if by any, of the

many senses and applications thus given to the

word " religion" we are ourselves prepared to abide.

We inquire whether religion can be placed on a

scientific basis. What religion, or what kind of

religion, is it that we are interested in ? And

what are the grounds of our interest in it ? It

may be assumed that we are not interested in the

creed of any particular church, and cannot be seek-

ing a scientific basis for any conception of religion

that is bound up with a system of theological doc-

trine. No : what we are interested in, I take it, is

this. We know that the religions of the past,

steeped as they have been in intellectual error, and

associated as they have not unfrequently been with

much of false morality, have, to a greater or less

extent, accomplished the deliverance of man from

himself; that is to say, that they have strength-

ened him to resist his lower impulses and to rise

to a certain elevation and disinterestedness of life

and character. Mr. Goldwin Smith, who has writ-

ten somewhat gloomily on the "moral interreg-

num, " nevertheless assures us that, should the worst

come to the worst, "the milkman will still go his

rounds." This is consolatory so far, but we want

to know a little more. We want to be assured

that, in the days to come, high ideals will still be

possible for men; that enthusiasm will not have

vanished from the world ; that our morality will

still occasionally be touched with emotion ; that

the charities of life will not be less sweet, nor its

harmonies less delightful, than they are to-day ;

that man will still have access to founts of inspira-

tion, and still be able to recognize spiritual good-

the progressive purification of thought and feeling

-as the highest of blessings and the worthiest

object of pursuit. What Feuerbach calls "the

form of religion" (faith in the theological sense)

is disappearing from the world. What we are con-

cerned about is the preservation of the essence or

content of religion,-love.

It may be asked, at this point, whether the

essential idea of religion does not at least include
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the theistic principle. To this, I should be dis-

posed to reply that in the Kantian sense it does,

and that in the Emersonian sense it does ; but

that, in the interpretation given by the majority

of Christian writers to that principle, it does not.

Make such a conception of the Deity as was

present to the mind of Bishop Butler, for example,

an integral part of religion, and we should have

to deny the possibility of religion to all who were

unable to persuade themselves that over against

man there stood a Being, so distinct from man

that all human canons of judgment fail when

applied to his actions. Such a Being can only be

known by man through a special revelation, and

such a revelation requires for its due interpreta-

tion a living priesthood. One of two things,-

either God is the highest revelation of human

nature or he is an incommunicable Being of whom

men can only know what the priesthoods choose

to tell them. Once place God in the hands of a

priesthood, and there is no knowing what may be

promulgated in his name, possibly with perfect

sincerity on the part of the priests themselves.

Common human morality must henceforth take

an altogether inferior place. Its dictates may be

traversed at any moment and to any extent by a

decree from heaven. This, no doubt, was what

Lucretius felt, when he said that religion was the

mother of all unholy deeds. This, too, was what

Condorcet had in view, when he said that what-

ever was worst in the morality of a people was

generally the product of its theology. To every

objection that natural morality or humanity could

raise to an alleged divine edict there would always

be the answer ready that the ways of God were

not as the ways of man, and that to judge his

revealed commands by any human standard was at

once impious and absurd. How often has this very

position been taken up, to ward off objections to

the morality of certain portions of the Bible ? If

the Deity, whose ways are not as our ways, has

not a priesthood who can tell us what those ways

are that do not agree with ours, he might as well

be non-existent, so far as we are concerned.

I cannot see, therefore, that we can safely or

properly incorporate into our definition of religion

any form of the theistic principle which calls for

the services of a specially illuminated priesthood,

or for the recognition of an infallible revelation

consigned to a book, or, above all, for the dethrone-

ment of the natural moral law. There is, however,

a form of theism to which these objections do not

apply, that which consists in attaching the highest

possible sanctity to the moral intuitions and mak-

ing them our type of the divine. It strikes me

that this is the kind of theism we discover in the

poetry of Arthur Hugh Clough, particularly in

such verses as the following :-

"O Thou that in our bosom's shrine

Dost dwell unknown, because divine,

Ithought to speak, I thought to say,

'The light is here,' 'Behold the way,'

'The voice was thus,' and'Thus the word,'

And 'This I saw,' and 'That Iheard,'-

But from the lips that half essayed

The imperfect utterance fell unmade.

"OThou, in that mysterious shrine

Enthroned, as I must say, divine!

Iwill not frame one thought of what

Thou mayest either be ornot.

Iwill not prate of 'thus' and ' so,'

Andbe profane with 'yes' and ' no' ;

Enough that, in our soul and heart,

Thou, whatsoe'er thou mayest be, art."

It is the same note we catch in Goethe's Faust,

where Faust, in answer to some pressing questions

from Margaret, tries to define his position in

religious matters :-

"Misunderstand me not, thou best beloved!

Who can name Him, and, knowing what he says,

Say,' I believe in Him' ? And who can feel,

And,with self-violence, to conscious wrong

Hardening his heart, say, 'I believe Him not!"

TheAll-embracing,All-sustaining One,

Say, doth he not embrace, sustain, include

Thee?-Me?-Himself? Bends not the sky above ?

Andearth, on which we are, is it not firm?

Andoverus with constant kindly smile

The sleepless stars keep everlasting watch!

AmInothere, gazing into thine eyes ?

Anddoes not all that is-

Seen and unseen, mysterious all-

Around thee and within,

Untiring agency,

Press on thy heart andmind?

Fill thy whole heart with it, and whenthou art

Lost in the consciousness of happiness,

Then call it whatthou wilt,

Happiness !-heart!-love!-GOD!

Ihave no name for it-Feeling is all ;

Name, sound and smoke,

Dimming the glow of heaven!"

The poets are our best teachers. Wordsworth's

"Ode to Duty" is one of the finest examples of

whatmay be called the divinization of the moral

sentiment. "Stern lawgiver !" he exclaims :-

"Stern lawgiver! yet thou dost wear

The godhead's mostbenignant grace;

Norknowwe anything so fair

As is the smile uponthy face.

Flowers laugh before thee on their beds,

And fragrance in thy footing treads.

Thou dost preserve the stars fromwrong

Andthemost ancient heavens through thee are fresh and

strong."

To the rapt vision of the poet, the stability of

the whole universe is guaranteed by the moral

law, that law which reveals itself to our hearts,

and which is the expression of the perfect human

life.

all power of human comprehension and sympathy ?

Not at all. He simply showed to them-and,

through them, to mankind at large-the latent

capacities of human nature. He knew, as we are

told, what was in man; and he presented, in his

own life, a moral ideal to which all subsequent

ages have paid homage. This he called "shewing

the Father."

It seems to me, therefore, that we are entitled,

putting all systems of doctrine aside, as well as all

dogmatizings in regard to a Divine Personality, to

conclude that there is an attractive and binding

force in the true ideal of human nature whichmay

properlybe called religious, and that the action of

that force may be spoken of as religion. Cer-

tainly, he is a religious man, in the best sense, who

holds himselfbound to govern his life by the high-

est law which his nature can recognize. It may

be granted that religion, understood in this sense,

would lack for many the energetic sanctions of the

prevalent forms of theological faith; but it may

be added that, whatever is more than this, "cometh

of evil." He who refrains from evil simply be-

cause God's eye is upon him---God being recog-

nized as an external Person, whose office it is to

punish evil-doers-is not governed by a moral

motive. It may be presumed that, if God could

not punish him, he would commit the evil deed.

The only possible way of making the idea of God a

moral one is by absolutely identifying it with man's

highest nature. Short of this, we simply enthrone

force,-decree divine honors to the policeman's

truncheon. It may take courage to adopt and

carry out consistently the idea of religion here

presented; but my conviction is that, if it were

taken up and unflinchingly advocated by some

coherent body of persons, it would begin to make

its way in the world. It could always challenge

comparison with the older conceptions of religion.

It would have nothing to conceal, nothing to ex-

tenuate, nothing even to explain, whereas the older

religions conceal much, extenuate more, and are

constantly explaining. It would address every

man in very simple terms : "Are you prepared to

be true to yourself, to your own best nature ? Do

you feel in your heart the everlasting distinction

between right and wrong? And are you prepared

tobe loyal to the right, because it is the right ? If

so, you are on our side already. If not, you had

better, for your own sake and society's, try to

cultivate a wholesome dread of the divine thunder-

bolts." A religion in which there are any non-

human elements, which sets up standards of judg-

ment to which the heart does not respond, or

which either threatens or promises consequences

that are not implicit in human conduct itself, can-

not be a true searcher of hearts. Take a religion,

some of the most solemn prescriptions of which

are of a purely ceremonial or formal character, and

we see at once that any self-examination which the

believer may undertake must turn very largely

upon matters of no essential, moral significance;

and that just so far as this is the case will the

secrets of the moral nature be left undiscovered.

But religion, as we are now conceiving it, being

embarrassed with no non-human elements, goes

straight to every man's heart, and asks him what

manner of man he is, not in relation to meats and

drinks or the observance of new moons and sab-

bath days, or attendance at church, or the rigid

holding of a creed and the stern disapproval of all

heterodox persons, but in relation to love of truth ,

to charity in thought, word, and deed, to purity of

life, to respect for his own nature,physical, intel-

lectual, and moral, to general love of good and

hatred of evil. It makes every man judge in his

owncause, and leaves him without excuse, if judg-

ment goes against him.

We need not, however, confine ourselves to the

poets, if we are in search of declarations that

the true divine, τὸ θεῖον, as the Greeks called it,

is to be found in the heart of man. I open a

well-known volume, the Scotch Sermons published

about five years ago, and there I find such expres-

sions as these : "There is one great lesson to be

learned from the text; namely, that our common

human nature is the most perfect revelation of

God." "It is our bounden duty to reject any view

of the relations betweenGod and man which is at

variance with the primary moral instinct of the

human soul." Here is a statement that cuts the

ground from under all priesthoods and all infalli-

ble scriptures. It seems as if especially designed

to enforce Feuerbach's criticism of the text that

declares that "God is love." Love, here, says

Feuerbach, is only the predicate : God is the sub-

ject. God therefore is love and something else

besides. What is that something else? We cannot

feel safe until the proposition is reversed, and we

are told that "love is God." The Scotch divine

says in effect, "Accept no statement regarding

God that does violence to your moral instincts."

In other words, he throws out of the conception of

God all that the human conscience cannot assimi-

late to itself. We further read,-I shall only give

one more out of many passages I could produce

from the same volume, all expressing the same

fundamental thought,-"God is within us as well

as without, the soul of our souls, the life of our

lives, the substantial self that underlies the surface,

evanescent self."

But what text was it that one of the preachers

referred to in the first passage I quoted ? It was

this: "Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the

Father, and it sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him,

Have I been so long time with you, and hast thou

not known me, Philip ? He that hath seen me

hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then,

Shew us the Father ?" Here we have Jesus ex-

presslyclaiming to have shown the Father to his

disciples. What, then, didhe actually show them?|

Was it a type of virtue not only transcending|

average human attainment, but transcending also
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our highest moral intuitions ? What we can say

on that subject is this : that the course of nature

shows that, in the development of conduct, to use

Mr. Spencer's phraseology, a time comes when

men more or less habitually seek their happiness

through the happiness of others. In certain rela-

tions of life, the spirit of self-sacrifice is at times

hard to hold in check. This is especially the case

in the female sex, in whom the emotional nature is

more developed than in man. It is fully under-

stood that man can live no well-developed life

apart from society, and that to live happily in

society requires more or less subjugation of self.

The true laws of individual life are given to us

by a study of the laws of society. This was the

conclusion arrived at by Comte, and this is the

conclusion which Mr. Leslie Stephen iterates in

his recent book on the Science of Ethics . In other

words, we cannot tell what man is adapted for, or

how his happiness canbest be secured, until we see

him in society. That life in others-life enlarged

so that the happiness of others gives depth and

volume to our own happiness-is the highest

kind of life may be said to be abundantly demon-

strated. No one at least who has ever tried it has

any doubt about it. Those who have doubts about

it have never tried it. The course of nature, we

may therefore say,makes provision for the highest

kind of life ; does not force every man to embrace

it, but at least places it at the end of a path in

which all men's feet are set. Here, then, we may

say is a scientific basis-a basis of fact and of law

-for a religion such as we have spoken of which

consists in obedience to our highest moral im-

pulses, the whole drift of which is toward the sub-

ordination of our individual desires to the laws of

social well-being.

We must, of course, be prepared for the objec-

tion that but few would be influenced by this type

of religion, and that, were the dread ofencountering

eternal penalties for temporal sins and the hope of

reaping an eternal recompense for temporal right-

eousness once removed, men could give way with-

out check to their lower impulses. How many,

we might ask, by way of reply, are now Christians

more than in name? The non-human elements in

Christianity, appealing powerfully to men's hopes

and fears, to their love of mystery, to their love

of authority, to their sense of weakness, to their

sense of sin and their desire to find a scapegoat

on whom their sins can be laid, have gathered

millions into the Christian fold; but, were Christ

now to return to the earth, how much faith-as he

understood it, not as the theologians understand it-

would he find among all those who bear his name ?

Iventure to say that such faith as he found would

for the most part be discovered among those to

whom the non-human elements of Christianity are

of least and the human elements of most account.

"The love of Christ constraineth us,"-that is a

purely human sentiment, and that is the watch-

word of all the noblest workers in the ranks of the

churches to-day. We, too, could say, "The love

of Christ constraineth us" ; but we should not have

to confine ourselves to that motto. We could say:

"The love shown to humanity by all who have

ever lived and died nobly in its service constrain-

eth us. The knowledge we possess of the infi-

nite benefits we derive from the organization and

consolidation of society constraineth us. The

demand which we instinctively make upon our

fellow-men for truth and charity in their dealings

with us constraineth us. Our innate perception

of a lower and a higher constraineth us . The

beauty of the world constraineth us ; the order of

the universe constraineth us; and the conscious-

ness that it is our own thought which interprets

the world as beautiful and the universe as orderly

constraineth us. We are constrained by the love

of Christ. We are constrained also by the limit-

less sympathy of Gautama. We are constrained

by the truth-loving and fearless spirit of Socrates,

by the noble dignity and high-mindedness of

Plato, by the purity of Sophocles, by the tender-

ness of Virgil, by the hunger and thirst after

righteousness of Marcus Aurelius. The universe

is full of voices calling us to choose the path of

life, and reminding us that no man either lives or

dies to himself. A true philosophy teaches that

we are as leaves on the great secular tree of hu-

manity, but that to us it is given to realize, dur-

ing the brief summer of our existence, our true

relation to the parent organism, to feel that by its

life-giving currents we are fed and by its mighty

strength uplifted to the sun. The voice of phi-

losophy is not a compulsory one : we may refuse to

heed it, if we will. Humanity pleads with us in

tones rather tender than severe or minatory. It

promises nothing but that, if we walk through life

nobly, we shall be at peace with ourselves, and

that our lives will go to swell the sum of good

influence by which others after us will be helped

to rise in the scale of being. It threatens nothing

but that, if we live to self, we shall be smitten

with inward barrenness,-even though our outward

estate may be flourishing, and that our influence

will be one to be counteracted by the better efforts

of worthier men. It is quite true that some may

smile at such promises and laugh at such threats.

But what said Christ ? "Ye will not come unto

me, that ye might have life." All any teacher can

do is to proclaim his doctrine and live it, to sow

by all waters and hope for the harvest.
Shall we now press the inquiry respecting the

"scientific basis" of this religion of faithfulness to

Thatharsh and rude and savage rind,

Conceal the impulses of right

Of theweak soul that trembles still.

Thou only canst unbind

This veil which hides my inner light;

For I alone have neither strength nor will,"

So, too, Matthew Arnold discerns a certain essen-

tial purity and truth in the soul of man, in what

maybe called his generic nature. He speaks, in

Empedocles on Etna, of

"Our own, only true,deep-buried selves,

Being one with which we are one with the whole world."

"Once read thy own breast right," exclaims

Empedocles to his friend Pausanias,-

"Once read thy own breast right,

And thou hast done with fears;

Mangets no other light,

Search he a thousand years ."

Again, in the language ofconfession :-

"Who can say: I have been always free,

Lived ever in the light of my own soul ?

I cannot! I have lived in wrath and gloom,

Fierce, disputatious , ever at war with men,

Far from my own soul, far from warmth and light."

How much could or can be done toward extend-

ing and giving efficacy to this conception of religion,

through individual or corporate efforts, remains to

be seen . "The foolishness of preaching" did much

in a certain age of the world ; and it is quite possi-

ble that preaching, which some would regard as

foolish, would do much to-day. Certain it is that

to-day, as ever, the people perish for lack of

knowledge. The shadow of Angro-Mainyu, or

the darkened intelligence, is upon the world.

Men do not know the vocation wherewith they

are called. Theydo not know what harmonies of

life are possible to them. They do not know how

much of idle struggle they might cast aside, and

how much of co-operation and good-will they

might put in its place. They do not know how

powerfully intelligence is aided by simple good-

ness, or what an unsealing of the eyes it brings

once honestly to desire to know the truth. They

do not know how rich, how life-giving, how sus-

taining are the moral forces of humanity. In a

thousand ways, men do not know the advantages

that are their birthright, the privileges that be-

long to them as men. They do not know that,

buried in the heart of each, is an image of the

perfect human type, and that the true glory of

the individual,his true redemption from the bond-

age of self, lies in becoming more and more con-

scious of that image, and setting it up as a pattern

for the life. This is the thought which pene-

trates in many places through the verse of that

great artist-soul, Michel Angelo; but nowhere

more distinctly than in lines that have been

most felicitously translated for us by the skilful

hand of a member of this Association. You will

allow me, I am sure, the pleasure of quoting

them:-

"As, Lady, when we hew away

The rugged outer stone,

Aliving form is shown,

Which, as the marble wastes, grows more defined;

So does our fleshly hull of clay,

It seems to me, therefore, that, if long centuries

ago the Buddhist missionaries could go abroad,

preaching with zeal and devotion the doctrine of

the misery of human life and of escape therefrom

by the annihilation of desire, earnest men might
to-day take up the nobler theme of the regenera-

tion of human nature through knowledge and love.

It is a true gospel; and, rightly presented, it will

stir men's souls. As Emerson said, we have dis-

puted long enough : the time has come for simple

"manifestation of the truth."

"Thus the apostles tamed the Pagan breast :

They argued not, but preached; and conscience did the

rest."

The appeal is not to human pride. Rather is it

to each man's sense of the poverty of his individ-

ual life, unless fed continually from a larger and

richer lite. The facts of nature are on our side;

the aspirations of the heart, the whisperings of

conscience, are on our side. Why should we not

goboldly forward, and speak the word and do the

deeds that the times require?

CORRESPONDENCE.

" THE MATERIALIZATION OF SPIRITS."

Editors of The Index:-

Prof. Ernst Haeckel, that great force in the scien-

tific world, has written of our time as the "age of

natural science," and has given proofs that he has

rightly named the era. As the materialization of

spirits is offered as an attraction to the curious, the

credulous, and the ignorant, who are willing to hire a

seat at a séance or accept an invitation to attend, as

one would for the theatre or a lecture, with the re-

served privilege to pass either written or verbal opin-

ion thereon, it is only natural that an earnest scien-

tific mind should bring that high intent of purpose-

even in an investigation of "A Dark Séance"-which

Prof. Huxley has powerfully expressed in these

words, " In scientific inquiry, it becomes a matter of

duty to expose a supposed law to every possible kind

of verification, and to take care, moreover, that this

is done intentionally, and not left to a mere accident.'"

In the first chapter of Prof. Haeckel's History of

Creation is written: "It no longer occurs to physi-

cists, chemists, mineralogists , or astronomers to seek

to find in the phenomena which continually appear

before them in their scientific domain the action of a

Creator acting for a definite purpose. They univer-

sally, and without hesitation, look upon the phenom-

ena which appear in their different departments of

study as the necessary and invariable effects of phys-

ical and chemical forces which are inherent in mat-

ter. Thus far, their view is purely materialistic, in a

certain sense of thatword of 'manymeanings. ' When

a physicist traces the phenomena of motion in elec-

tricity or magnetism, the fall of a heavy body or

the undulations in the waves of light, he never, in the

whole course of his research, thinks of looking for the

1
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interference ofa supernatural power." Perhaps some

of the "public mediums" or "their friends" might

find, through a study of Charles Darwin's works or

of the writers of the above-quoted passages, that they

have assumed more than it proved by science, and

if they will patiently consider the words of scientific

mento best widen their knowledge, theymust grasp

the force of the statement, " Where faith commences ,

science ends ."

Among the writer's well-wishers are many who

claim to be Spiritualists, and their beliefs are as

varied as their temperaments . One among them

looks upon "materialization" as phenomena below

a truly spiritual nature; another claims to see "spirit

forms" in her own home; and one even hears the

spirits rattling in vases too small to hold a newly

born child. At the risk of sending acompilation to

The Index, I cannot forbear quoting directly from

menwhose words are so simple and trustworthy that

to act as interpreter to them seems to lessen their

demand upon the consideration of those unac-

quaintedwith the truths which they have advanced.

The greatest German scientist has said: "Natural

science teaches that matter is eternal and imperisha-

ble, for experience has never shown us that even the

smallest particle of matter has come into existence or

passed away. Where a natural body seems to dis-

appear, as, for example, by burning, decaying, evapo-

ration, etc. , it merely changes its form, its physical

composition, or chemical combination. But never

...

yethas an instance been observed of even the small-

est particle of matter having vanished, or even of an

atom being added to the already existing mass ."

The slowly changing forms of matter must be con-

sidered by all who zealously claim affinity with mat-

ter, even by those who strive to prove Spiritualism

through materialization ; and there is no known sci-

entific basis on which to found the belief that a man

having ceased to perform his organic function, and

dissolving in the water or in the earth or crematory,

canin any one of these conditions assume "the same

figure like the king that's dead," though a Bernardo

and a Marcellus-and too many such there are-pro-

claim it in every street of every city. Their kind can

onlyspur imagination and baffle reason. They cannot

give a convincing proof to the scientist any more than

agoat can cause an earthquake. It is admitted that

the animal can cause a commotion above ground , and

exhaust himself. A conscientious, studious, and re-

flective man, Charles Bray, said, "If it were possible

for the mind's identity to be continued after death

with a different body, it would not constitute the

same person, as our identity or personality is made

up of our body and mind." Is it not time, when an

enlightened man, a lover of truth and justice, at-

tempts to prove that reason should be guided by

research, not by imagination, that those capable of

denouncing error and pleading for the right self-

government of each individual should take a stand

by the side of such a man, though he possess strength

of purpose, bent of mind, and other qualities fitting

him to stand alone in whatever cause he feels is the

right one ? He dared to say what he believed, and

pray let there be added another name to that too

small list, though itbe less known.

BOOK NOTICES.

JOHN KOBOLD.

THE SPIRIT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT; or , The Revela

tion of the Mission of Christ. By a Woman. Bos-

ton: Press of Rockwell & Churchill, 39Arch Street.

1885. pp. 525.

The author's aim in this volume is to show that the

Christ symbolizes the divine spirit of man, and to

prove from the historical and epistolary records of

the New Testament that the mission of Jesus of Naz-

areth was consecrated to the most pure and perfect

liberty, that the purpose of his life was to break

down creed and caste,to establish fraternity, to re-

veal to the multitude the power of the soul, and to

illustrate profound spiritual truths which had every-

where been secretly or dimly recognized, but never

before so fully embodied in the life of man. He rep-

resented the spiritual forces of the planet in their

perfection, unveiled the esoteric mysteries of the old

religions, and revealed in his own unique personality

the immortal strength and power of the human soul.

Hewas the prophecy of the coming race, when "the

interior life will have become perfect and inharmony

with the divine laws," the "one far-off divine event,

to which the whole creation moves ."

The mother of Jesus "was chosen for her pure and

psychic organization," and her motherhood was the

motherhood of inspiration. "No man was sufficiently

interiorly developed to become the father of the

child. The parentage was immortal, and expressed a

divine power which exists in that rare marriage not

of earth, in which the masculine and feminine souls

are one spirit. The sustaining friendship of Joseph

was necessary to protect the virgin mother around

whom beautiful influences circled, and who was kept

apart from the world." All this being assumed, the

author proceeds to explain many of the teachings and

actions of Jesus, claiming that those so-called "mira-

cles" which seem to us so incredible were performed

in accordance with spiritual laws. Thus, after stating

the case of the daughter of Jairus, the author says :

"Howmany, after a severe illness, might have been

rescued from premature interment through the use

of interior vision, such as that possessed by Christ !"

In the case of the widow's son at Nain, it is observed

"that the body was that of a young person whose

vital forces had not been slowly exhausted by old

age, but arrested in their action by some curable

disease; secondly, that, although the spirit had left

the form, it was still in close connection with it;

thirdly, that there is no evidence that the body had

succumbed to the disintegration of corruption, which

would resolve it into decaying matter and into the

active condition of death." The process of decay

after the death of Lazarus, the author says, "must

have been arrested by some natural force, on which a

coming science will throw a perfect light, and the

nature of the illness must have been such as to have

left the form in acondition to be thus acted upon."

What Jesus did all men might do, did they possess

his spiritual insight and purity. The evolution of

man's spiritual power will go on in the future. For a

long time yet, highly spiritualized organizations will

be born through superior unions; but the transition

of the spirit from the body will in time cease to be

a struggle, and be merely a translation. Then will

occur those incarnations and unions of the dual soul

which defy space and time, and are eternal. There

will be no suffering in child-birth: the body of the

infant will be, not internally developed, but "ma-

terialized from that wonderful laboratory of nature

which will be the building chamber of soul as well as

matter; and motherhood will be the hope, joy, and

desire of womanhood." "The survival of the fittest"

willmean the survival of the most spiritual man,-the

man in harmony with nature's inner forces, capable

of "breathing the very soul of the atmosphere," and

living on "the sun-ripened fruits and grains." "His

blood will be a spiritual essence, his substance as

pure as that of a spirit, his body free from waste and

rejection, since nothing will be absorbed into it but

what is transmuted into living particles. He will be

completely liberated: it will be the completion of the

journey from the lost paradise of unconscious repose

to the paradise regained, which is the conscious rest

of Love and Wisdom."

Man has a fourfold expression of being, the writer

claims: first, the physical body; second, the astral

soul, the product of the body which it resembles ,

which is possessed by animals, and is subject to

disintegration, although it may survive bodily disso-

lution for a considerable period; third, the "immortal

soul," which is dual, and may be incarnated in two

forms outwardly expressing itself as man andwoman;

fourth, the divine spirit, which is "the eternal, in-

forming, and angelic agent, which, in close union

with the soul, elevates it above all that is material,

endows it with the strength of its age-long upward

struggle, memory, and experience, and inspires it

with all that is godlike. " "Hence, the conscious

union of the two-in-one lifts marriage to a plane in

which the life and light of the Eternal has the power

of direct operation, and is not only able to sustain,

strengthen, redeem, and illuminate the twain thus

united, but to generate truth and regenerate off-

spring. It is the 'holy spirit' and the 'immaculate

conception' scientifically developed." This is not

entirely clear .

The author says that "the elemental, elementary,

astral, immortal, and angelic,spirits" are "variously

attracted to various individuals and conditions," and

that the spirits of darkness at times assume the names

and forms of the spirits of light. The seer, in propor-

tion as he is developed, is able to distinguish between

these spirits . How "a woman" found out all these

things, and what proof in support of them she has to

offer the sceptical mind, cannot be learned from these

pages.

Inherexpressions of dissatisfaction with some ofthe

laws and usages of the existing social order, the author

is very pronounced. For woman, she asks greater

freedom. "The freedom she demands is something

more than that which confers a vote, sits in a presi-

dential chair, wears a crown, or studies art, literature,

or science. It is the freedom of maternity in a mar-

riage which may celebrate its honorable social cus-

tom, but refuses to be bound by legal obligations .

Nothing else, and nothing less, will liberate woman-

hood. Nothing else, and nothing less, will liberate the

human race and inaugurate the age of the soul." The

children of such unions should, she says, be "legally

registered, provided for, and named; but the woman

should, at all costs, be sovereign over her own being,"

etc. But she says, "Believe not those who teach that

mankind can be regenerated or even benefited by

passion and its free expression ; for true love, which

is of the soul, is continent, and its liberty is of a pure

order, which recoils from miscellaneous caresses ."

The author seems to live in an ideal world, and has

apparently given but little attention to the practical

difficulties in the way of realizing some of her social

theories in a world like this. But, in spite of its

vagaries, the work is characterized by an earnest and

candid spirit and by purity ofpurpose; and on almost

every page is enjoined an elevated, spiritual life.

Although the theories are generally mystical, the

style is usually clear, and the work has considerable

literary merit. It is the work of a person of deeply

religious nature and philanthropic disposition, who

believes she has discovered valuable truths, and is

desirous to make them known, but who, unfortu-

nately, is so devoid of the scientific spirit and dis-

regardful of the scientific method that she fails to

distinguish between propositions that admit of proof

and mere theories and fancies that wehave no means

of verifying.
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The author of this book has chosen a magnificent sub-

ject; and, although it is formidable in extent and much of

it involved in obscurity, and allof it complicated with

great questions of history and human progress, he has yet

been able to throw much new light upon that liberalization

of thought which went very unsteadily forward during

twenty-two hundred years, before the great modernmove-

ment of the development for intellectual liberty. The

work is a delineation of tendencies, a series of sketches of

the great minds who at different times and under varied

circumstances, and with unequal effect, have struck for

independence of thought, a presentation of the counter-

forces that have antagonized intellectual liberty, and an

account of the working of all those larger agencies which

have in different degrees hindered or promoted freedom

and independence of thought. Without having subjected

thework to critical scrutiny, we are much impressed by

the evidence it shows of extensive and conscientious

labor, the freshness and interest of its chief subject-mat-

ter, the untrammelled treatment of the subject, and the

vigor of the portrayal of that long and agonizing conflict

withbigotry and intolerance, religious and political, public

and private, which is the price of our modern liberty of

thinking.-Popular ScienceMonthly.

The volume shows remarkable research, keen powers of

analysis and comparison, close reasoning, and fairness of

judgment. It willbe found an invaluable help to the stu-

dent, who will be glad to learn that the author contem-

plates a second volume, which will bring the subject down

tothe time of the French Revolution.-Boston Transcript.
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THE General Assembly of the United Presbyte-

rian Church, at Topeka, Kan., on the 3d inst.,

declared that "the Grand Army of the Republic

is a secret organization, and an oath and an obli-

gation are taken. We think it wise and proper

to counsel the members of the United Presbyterian

Church to stand aloof from this and similar organ-

izations."

EX-MINISTER ASTOR says that the only unpleas-

ant question between Italy and the United States

is that relating to our duty of thirty per cent. on

foreign pictures. Italy declines to retaliate, hop-

ing that Congress will soon remove the ridiculous

duty, against which American artists generally

protest. Ours is the only civilized nation that

levies a tax on art.

SAID Henry Ward Beecher, in a recent sermon :

"I used to love to go to church, because I did enjoy

walking down the half mile of street, and hearing

birds and hearing the winds in the trees ; and,

when I got into church, I didn't dare stir, and so

Iwent to sleep largely, with an occasional rap of

grace on myhead. But the church was always cold

and unsympathetic to my young nature, the old

Litchfield church, mounted on that high hill stand-

ing in the middle of the green, a hill on which all

the winds swept, and swept always from every

direction apparently, that great, old, shackling

building whose pulpit is now in the Brooklyn

Historical Society, and in which my father used to

preach. I can't remember one single thing in my

young history inside of that church that ever

touched either my imagination or my heart, except

the flying in of swallows once in a while, that

would come in of a summer when the windows

were open : that was a means of grace to me."

In an editorial entitled "The Constitution," our

German weekly, Bostoner Rundschau, remarks :

"Those who receive their education here-equally

the natives and early immigrants-go out into

public life with the uniform idea that all men

are born free and equal. This idea is the corner-

stone of the American Constitution, and was un-

doubtedly conceived and declared by the fathers

of this republic, in their old, pious honesty, as

...

THREE DOLLARS A YEAR.

SINGLE COPIES SEVEN CENTS.

editorial of acolumn and a half on the same sub-

ject. Some of the Boston journals treat these arti-

cles as though they were without any foundation

in truth. They certainly do contain exaggerations

which amount in some instances to downright mis-

representation, but they contain also a large

amount of truth. The Boston Evening Traveller

of May 18 said: "No subject, probably, has been

the theme of so much discussion in Boston during

the past few months as the new school of healers

who profess to treat their patients by many

methods, but to all of which the popular fashion

something infallible. But these fathers had

thereby most assuredly suggested that men sig-

nifies not only homines, but viri, and that each

individual also must acquire, that he may pos-

sess, both freedom and equality through conduct

worthy of man... The immigrants have to put

their entire care upon the preservation of life ; and,

even intimes of prosperity, only a few are willing

to sacrifice their share, that they may, at their

death, leave the land better than they found it.

All enjoy the freedom of speech, press, and com-

merce; but, as a rule, it is overlooked, how those

treasures, won only through most persistent strug- of generalizing has applied the comprehensive

gles, are being forfeited through general passive-

ness."

THE Banner of Light refers rather deprecatingly

to " societies " that are "slowly plodding their

way with great reluctance toward a conclusion

they see to be inevitable, but which, dreading to

approach, they are belaboring their brains to

devise, if possible, some means to avoid," and, by

way of contrast, says that "twelve men with no

scientific prestige, sworn to render a verdict in

strict accordance with the testimony presented

them, have, by their acquittal of Mr. J. H. Mott,

on May 2, declared the materialization of spirit

forms to be a fact; in this, on the principle that

thegreater includes the less, other spirit phenomena

are also pronounced true." Our contemporary

is here in error as to facts. There was no ac-

quittal by twelve men. The case did not come

before a jury at all. The trial was merely a pre-

liminary examination before a justice of the

peace to determine whether there was legal

ground on which the defendant could be held to

await the action of the grand jury. Mr. Clayton,

the justice of the peace before whom the exami-

nation took place, simply discharged the defend-

ant on the ground that the false pretence of the

medium was not relied upon by the party claiming

to have been defrauded as true. In his opinion,

which is printed nearly in full in the Religio-Philo-

sophical Journal of the 20th, from which the above

facts are taken, Justice Clayton said that the

parties who made the exposure "demonstrated

beyond the possibility of a doubt that defendant

was a fraud" ; but he added : "All of the witnesses

testified that they believed him a fraud from the

first, anddisbelieved his representations made to

them at defendant's house, where they went of

their own free will, and not on any solicitation by

the defendant. Taking the law and applying it to

the evidence, the court is of the opinion that no

offence has been committed. The defendant will,

therefore, be discharged." In view of the above

facts and quotations, our neighbor even must see

that, whatever be the character of Mott's perform-

ances, his "acquittal" cannot be fairly adduced

as a virtual declaration, by twelve men "sworn to

render a verdict in strict accordance with the

testimony presented them," of the "materialization

of spirit forms to be a fact."

A Two and a half column letter recently ap-

peared in the London Times entitled "Mental Heal-

ing in Boston." In the same paper appeared an

term the Mind Cure." This "new school of heal-

ers" may be divided into different classes, known

as Mind Curers, Faith Curers, Christian Scientists,

Metaphysical Healers, etc.; but they all claim to

heal without the use of medicine, that is, without

giving any physic to be taken internally or apply-

ing to the skin any lotions, ointments, or plasters .

In spite of the fact that there are many who are

quite ready to discredit all statements made in re-

gard to the results of the mind cure method, the

article in the Traveller says : "Boston is coming to

be quite full of honest people who say very posi-

tively that they have been cured in this way of

very serious and painful afflictions. The volume

of their testimony increases daily, so that, on every

hand, the inquiring man,who seeks to try all things

and hold fast that which is true, meets men and

womenwho say not only that these strange feats

of healing can be done, but that they have in their

own persons seen and felt them performed.... Cer-

tain it is that such witnesses are multiplying fast

in this city; and, in the spirit of investigation sim-

ply, a Traveller representative has been looking

into their statements a little." Then follows a

lengthy statement in regard to the method and

work of Dr. E. J. Arens of Boston, "to the success

of whose treatment a large numberof our citizens,

many of them well known and highly respected,

bear personal witness." This Dr. Arens is author

of a work entitled Old Theology in its Application

to Healing of the Sick, the Redemption of Manfrom

the Bondage of Sin and Death and his Restoration to

an Everlasting Life. He claims that the power to

heal the sick may be exercised to-day as it was by

Jesus and his disciples, by those who understand

the relations between God and man as taught in

the Bible. He has classes which he instructs in

his philosophical and theological doctrines and in

his methods of curing disease, and his rooms are

thronged by applicants for "treatment." He is

but one of many. These healers are not agreed in

their theories. Indeed, some of them laugh at the

philosophy expounded by others who are as suc-

cessful as themselves in effecting cures. That

there is a modicum of truth in the claims made by

or in behalf of the "mind curers," and an essential

and important principle in their methods, we do

not doubt. But the object of this paragraph is

only to show that there is a large amount of truth

in the article in the London Times in regard to

belief in, and the practice of, "mental healing" in

this city, whatever be the significance of the facts.



614 THE INDEX JUNE 25 1885

A SCIENTIFIC BASIS FOR RELIGION.

The two notable essays that were given at the

morning session of the recent annual meeting of

the Free Religious Association on the question,

"Is a Scientific Basis for Religion Possible ?" have

now been put before the readers of The Index,

and deserve a careful perusal. They arrive at

essentially the same conclusion, though by quite

different pathways. No two writers, perhaps,

could have been chosen who would have so en-

tirely complemented without overlapping each

other's treatment of the theme. Each essay is

complete in itself: each of the writers conceived

a distinct method of argument, and logically pur-

sued it; yet it requires both essays to cover the

great question, and both together do cover it

very fully.

Mr. Savage took up the question in the most

obvious popular interpretation of its meaning,

and considered the bearings of the progress of

natural science upon religion. His argument,

with its clean-cut definitions and logically mor-

tised paragraphs, went to show that the wonderful

modern advance in natural science does, indeed,

make immense havoc in the theological creeds

that have been commonly regarded as necessary

to the existence of religion,but that it notmerely

leaves unharmed, but directly substantiates certain

fundamental conceptions which are the germs of

all essential religious beliefs and institutions.

He does not, however, though thus specially con-

sidering the relations of religion to the discoveries

of science in the popular significance of the word,

fall into the common error of limiting science to

material phenomena. He distinctly declares that

science must also take account of such facts as

emotion, aspiration, the moral sense, or "the whole

psychical life of man," as well as of the metamor-

phoses of matter; and it is psychical facts that

appear especially in the domain of religion.

show the two essayists agreed on the important

point of what constitutes a scientific basis for

religion.

which he dwells or the atmosphere by which he

physically lives. There can be no possible fact

whatever, whether a fact of matter or a fact of

thought and feeling, which does not come within

the domain of science; that is, is not a proper

subject on which manmay attempt to observe, and

to increase, rectify, and systematize his knowledge.

And,however inimical anddestructive science may

be to theological systems which have appeared in

the past, there are certain facts of relation between

man and the universe which remain and are incon-

trovertible. These facts are the substratum of all

religious thought, feeling, and institutions. To

give a rational interpretation of them is to create

the Science of Religion. But the facts exist be-

fore the Science, and do not depend upon it for

validity. What the scientific mind does is to as-

certain whether a given interpretation of the facts

is in accord with the known "nature of things"

or with "the constitution of nature" in general.

If so, such interpretation may be rightly said to

have a scientific basis.

In saying thatthe two essayists came also to the

same result, we mean simply that they both gave

an affirmative answer to the question, Is a sci-

entific basis for religion possible? They might

not wholly agree in specification of the separate

points which each would include in his idea of

essential religion. Here, Mr. Le Sueur shows

much more reserve than Mr. Savage. The latter

draws out into a series of definite propositions the

substance of the religious beliefs which science, as

he has defined it, seems to him to justify. Most

of these, probably, Mr. Le Sueur would have

nohesitation in accepting, while at some of them

he might demur. But, in any event, he is evi-

dently more inclined to identify essential religion

with man's moral ideal of perfection, and to be

content with that as both the simplest and the

most comprehensive description of religion. He

says, "The only possible way of making the idea

of God a moral one is by absolutely identifying it

with man's highest nature." To theism in the

Kantian sense or in the Emersonian sense, he does

not object. Such a theistic principle, he thinks,

the essential idea of religion might include. Yet

he is apprehensive of the dogmatic habit even on

this point; and,when he comes to the conclusion

of his argument, derived from his wide survey of

the phenomena of religious history, he states it

thus : "The course of nature, we may therefore

say, makes provision for the highest kind of life;

does not force every man to embrace it, but at

least places it at the end of a path in which all

men's feet are set. Here, then, we may say, is a

scientific basis a basis of fact and of law-for a

religion such as we have spoken of, which consists

in obedience to our highest moral impulses, the

whole drift of which is toward the subordination

of our individual desires to the laws of social well-

being." And this conclusion is almost identical

with one of the most important of Mr. Savage's

propositions. The latter says : "Since the laws of

this universe are now known to be the laws of

human life, prosperity, and progress, it is seen

that what Religion has called 'the kingdom of

God' is identical with what scientific philanthropy

would call 'the kingdom of man.' In the light of

modern knowledge, we are justified in hoping for

such a kingdom here on earth ."

Mr. Le Sueur scarcely alludes to science, in the

narrow, technical sense of the word, except under

the general terms of knowledge and advancing

reason. But, evidently assuming the word to

have that wide meaning to which Mr. Savage

refers in a single paragraph,-that is, as covering

the psychical life of man as well as material

nature, he chose for his line of procedure the

development of religion in its human aspects, as

traced in the intellectual and moral perceptions

of mankind, and as expressed especially in litera-

ture. The very facts, emotional, mental, spiritual,

to which Mr. Savage briefly alluded as facts with

which science must necessarily deal in order to be

a whole science, were the facts to which Mr. Le

Sueur directed his entire attention, in an essay

not wanting in logic, but replete with learning

and with discriminating, subtle thought. Though

having nothing to say of the great work of sci-

ence in the material world, or of its consequent

bearing upon theological cosmogonies, his essay

was none the less a strict application of the scien-

tific method to the problem he had in hand.

This unity in respect to method and result be-

tween the two essays, though the treatment was so

different, will be especially evident by a single

illustration . Mr. Savage, in his definitions, says :

"By anything's having a scientific basis, we mean

that it is found, on investigation, to be in accord

with the discovered nature of things." And Mr.

Le Sueur's final point, after having arrived through

his historical survey at what he calls the essential

nature of religion, is to consider "the support

which religion, in the sense so arrived at, derives

from the constitution of nature." These state-

ments mean substantially the same thing, and

Wм. Ј. РоTTER.

THE ORDER OF THE ARTS.

Strange that the word Art, which now suggests

the names of Raphael and Brunelleschi, Shak-

spere, Michelangelo,and Beethoven, is from a root

which either means to plough or to put two things

together ! But there is no highest thing in all

the range of civilization which has not had an ori-

gin as humble. Wherever there is the direction
of energy to an end, be it the building of a fire or

the building of a cathedral, so that the end in-

spires the action consciously, there is art. The

most popular division of the infinite variety

through which the arts of man have ranged is

into the useful arts and the fine arts. It is valid

enough, though it requires considerable qualifica-

tion. Of the arts considered useful, the most hum-

ble can be fine. Are there not tonsorial artists ?

Didnot George Herbert sing,-

There are two common errors in discussing the

relations of religion to science, which both of these

able essays avoid. The first error is that of the

theologians who affirm that the truths of religion

are revealed to faith, and are not amenable to the

method of science : which is equivalent to saying

that the truths of religion are not capable of be-

coming systematized knowledge ; and, without this

quality, it might be asked how religious truths can

possibly be adapted to the orderly sequences of

man's rational and moral life. The second error

is that of those materialistic thinkers who affirm

that, because science has overturned most of the

theological doctrines which have been associated

with religion, it has therefore overturned religion

itself; which is not unlike saying that, because

modern science has destroyed astrology, it has put

out the stars. Both of these errors originate in a

too narrow view of science, and in a corresponding

misapprehension of what is meant by a scientific

basis of religion. Some persons appear to imagine

that those who use this phrase are expecting to

find a basis for religion in the stratified formation

of the earth or in a chemist's retort. They seem

to forget that man himself-andman in his men-

tal and moral development-presents a subject for

scientific study quite as much as the earth on

"Who sweeps a room, as for thy laws,

Makes that and th' action fine" ?

There are many useful arts that have a fine-art

side. The useful arts in general are those by

which men are sheltered, fed, and clothed. What

one of them cannot take on an aspect ulterior to

the immediate necessity ? Witness our domèstic

architecture and domestic furniture, which would

often be more useful if it were not so fine. Wit-

ness the caterer's appeal to the æsthetic eye. Wit-

ness the meeting of two ladies, one of whom has

a new bonnet, and the other says : "What a horrid

little fright it is ! Do you suppose Icould get one

like it?" It may be doubted whether there is any

art we now consider fine, which was not originally

useful. Architecture has never lost its useful im-

plication. Sculpture and paintingwere evidently

language arts at first, their object not æsthetic, but

to record events. The first poetry was a mnemonic

artifice. It was easier to remember the rhythmic

form. So, nowadays, we set geography to rhyme.

"Singapore, Singapore,

One and a third, a hundred and four."

There is one bit of latitude and longitude fixed in

my memory forever. The origin of music was,

no doubt, merely utilitarian. On the other hand,

the fine arts are often useful : orators, when the

orations of Demosthenes make men say not merely

"What a fine oration !" but "Let us go and fight

Philip" ; music, when it sustains the soldier on

the weary march or bears him on its tide into

the surge of battle; poetry,when it

"Softlier on the spirit lies

Than tired eyelids upon tired eyes";
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painting, when its archæological fidelity brings

back to us the aspect of the past; sculpture, when

it instructs the coming generations not only how

our great men looked, but what intolerably ugly

clothes they wore.

Distrusting very much my own ability in such a

delicate matter, I fall back on Mr. Sidney Colvin,

a writer upon art matters second to no other of

our time. His definition of the Fine Arts is :

those, among things done by men only because

they like, whose results afford to many permanent

and disinterested delight, and whose performance,

calling for premeditated skill, is capable of regula-

tion up to a certain point, but, that point passed,

has secrets beyond the reach and a freedom be-

yond the restraint of rules. If this definition

does not strike us at first as being sufficient or as

being over-nice, I am persuaded that the more we

think of it, the more we shall incline to absolute

approval. But, the fine arts once defined, a new

difficulty arises indetermining which they are and

their relative order and value. It is generally

agreed that they are architecture, painting, sculpt-

ure, music, and poetry. These are the primary

fine arts. The secondary are dramatic art and

allied forms correlated with poetry ; vocal and

instrumental music correlated with music; draw

ing and painting from the round; and copying in

the round correlated with sculpture. The second-

ary art of painting has an immense variety of

forms, engraving, woodcutting, lithography, etc.;

and all architecture is a secondary art, where there

is no wide departure from some previous develop-

ment.

The most obvious omission in these classifica-

tions is that of prose composition and oratory.

These are related to each other, I am obliged to

think, as a primary and secondary art. If they

are so, it would seem to follow that the standing of

a primary art does not determine the standing of

its secondary concomitant. I should not hesitate

to accord to poetry the highest rank as a primary

art. And yet I must consider oratory, which is

secondary to prose composition, as a much higher

art than the dramatic, which is secondary to

poetry. Even Mr. Irving's acting of Louis XI.

seems to me a very little thing in comparison with

Mr. Gladstone's recent speech upon the Russian

complication. To this, one may object that, in

the case of Gladstone, the primary and secondary

arts were both united in a single personality.

Therefore, the final truth would seem to be that

oratory is a composite speaking art, always uniting

aprimary and secondary aspect in the same indi-

vidual. As such, its place among the arts is near

the highest. What it lacks is persistency. It is

for the hour. No report of it can reproduce the

first impression or a thousandth part of it. To

repeat the music of an organ out of church were

easier than to report a great oration.

As for the five arts we commonly enumerate as

fine, a better classification than any that should

fix their relative values would be one that should

distinguish their particular functions. And there

is no single classification that is able to do this.

Theycan be classified as speaking and as shaping

arts, as imitative and non-imitative, as service-

able and non-serviceable. The shaping arts are

architecture, sculpture, and painting. The speak-

ing arts are poetry and music. This classification,

which again is Mr. Colvin's, seems to be much

superior to Mr. Ferguson's, in his History of Archi-

tecture. The imitative arts are painting, sculpt-

ure, and poetry. The non-imitative arts are

architecture and music. The serviceable art par

excellence is architecture, unless we declare with

some that, in so far as it is serviceable, it is not an

art. It is plain that architecture is, of all the fine

arts, most closely allied to the useful arts. It is

clearly differentiated from all the other arts in

this respect. It is very seldom art for art's sake.

Seizing upon a single point in any of the great

arts and keeping every other out of sight, it is easy

tomake out acase for each in turn as the highest

art of all. It is true of every one that it has its

special advantages. As Mr. Hamerton has shown

of the graphic arts, that even the feeblest of them

can do one thing or another which is denied the

greatest, so is it here. Painting and sculpture,

especially,have the defects of their qualities. The

directness and completeness of their imitations

narrow their possible range. Athousand and ten

thousand avenues are open to poetry that are

closed to sculpture and painting. It has a million-

fold suggestiveness beyond the limits of its imita-

tive sphere. On these accounts and because of its

persistency, I mustplace it in the foremost rank,

and next to it prose composition. The French

Revolution of Carlyle is the most epical production

since Paradise Lost. A million epics like the

Henriade of Voltaire, albeit in verse, would notbe

commensurate with it or with the Decline and Fall

of Gibbon. Oratory might well dispute the second

place with prose composition, were it not for its

intrinsic evanescence. Music would come next in

a hierarchy of my own construction. It can ex-

press no thought, however much may go to the

construction of the score; but it can express and

it canexcite emotion as can no other art, oratory

alone excepted. When it is married to the noblest

words,-a rare occurrence,-the emotions born of

such a union are almost intolerably sweet.

Next, painting, and, next, sculpture. The rela-

tions of these arts to poetry, once so confused,

were declared by Lessing in his Laocoon so clearly

that they can never be again confused. If archi-

tecture must bring up the rear, it is not as if there

werenot many a church and temple which excites

more pleasurable emotions than any pictures or

statues, except such as rank with the most beau-

tiful of all.

Shall we finally declare that the only standards

in these matters are subjective ? For each, that

art is highest which yields for him the most enjoy-

ment. No, not the most, but the highest; and by

this sign the subjective standard falls. We are

sent back to discover which is the highest by

objective standards.

JOHN W. CHADWICK.

CHRISTIANITY AND LEGISLATION.

I.

"The end of all political struggle," says Emer-

son, "is to establish morality as the basis of all

legislation. " It seems like a mere truism to say

that, upon the whole, Christianity represents, and

always has represented, the strongest moral im-

pulses of its time; and, moreover, that the law

is the code of practical rules in which the State

enforces its views of right and wrong. Our legis-

lation, then, should be the embodiment of Chris-

tian morality. That seems to follow directly.

And yet it is not and it has not been, and we

are not trying to make it so. That is the puz-

zling fact to which I am going to call attention,

throwing upon it what light I can by a review of

the effect which Christianity has had upon law in

thepast.

And, first, Imust say a word of definition. Both

the words "law" and "Christianity" areused in many

meanings. By law, I mean the rules of conduct

which are enforced by the State, excluding not

only natural laws, but customs and instincts. By

Christianity, I mean, in the same way,what actu-

ally was accepted as such at the times of which

I shall speak, and not of what ought to have

been. For most of the purposes of common

speech, it is better, no doubt, to use the name in

abroader sense, and make it cover all righteous-

ness, not only such of Christ's teachings as have

been urged by the Church, but all the other

truths that we believe he would have sanctioned,

if he had sought to meet our modern needs.

That is a more unsectarian and more vivifying

use of the word; but, for these historical researches,

that is quite too vague. It would mix the whole

subject up inextricably.

With every precaution, it is not easy to sayjust

what part of legislation is due to our religion.

It will not do to assume that every step of progress

in Christian countries has been due to Christian-

ity. This, evidently, is unreasonable ; for many

of them would have taken place any way. And

it would be equally unreasonable to treat Chris-

tianity as a constant impediment, only powerful

at autos-da-fé. The main line of distinction be-

tween those legal changes produced by Christian-

ity and those not due to it must, I think, be

drawn by selecting those alterations which the

Church urged or educated public opinion to

urge, as distinguished from the general tendencies

of the time.

a

Since the birth of Christ, four great systems of

legislation have taken definite shape,-the

Roman, the Mohammedan, the Feudal, and the

Common Law.

The Roman lawhad, it is true, reached a con-

siderable degree of development before Chris-

tianity became very influential. It had passed

out of the barbarous condition, and become a

business law, suited to regulate the rich commerce

of the mistress of the world. Under the influ-

ence of luxury, the gentile system of groups of

relatives and the patriarchal family system had

both weakened, and a concentrated despotic gov-

ernment had become necessary to control her vast

possessions. Still, great changes took place after

the Christian era, both by way of development

and by the incoming of the barbarian; and the

code was not drawn up until some centuries after

Constantine's conversionhadmade Christianity the

State religion, so that there was room enough for

interaction. Compared with other departments of

Roman work, her law took an extraordinarily

scientific and beautiful shape, because it was

mainly the work of experts. The Romans did

not share our penchant for going over the whole

code every year or two. Their feeling was more

akin to that of the Locrians, who made the pro-

poser of a new law wait in the market place with

a rope about his neck, so that speedy justice

might be done him, if the law was rejected. A

primitive nation always likes to keep to the

customs of its forefathers, and Rome did. But

she was helped out of this rut by the endeavor

of her prætors to adapt her laws to her foreign

dependencies through the fertile, philosophical

fiction of an underlying law of nature common to

allraces; andtheyunited withthis the all-important

principle of precedent, moving forward by extend-

ing to new cases the principles involved in prior

decisions. The philosophy of Aristotle had

great influence upon Rome; and Stoicism had far

more, the Stoical doctrine of a law of nature

involving self-sacrifice and human brotherhood

appealing to the Roman lawyers strongly. But the

influence of Christianity upon them, previous to

Constantine, was almost nothing. They looked

upon the new religion with contempt. They were

Romans, and felt a general repugnance to Oriental

cults. They were aristocrats, and felt a special

dislike to the humble character of the new zealots .

Among the marked characteristics of the new faith

were: doctrines of non-resistance, which would

a
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have depleted her armies ; community of property

and refusal of interest on money, which would

have arrested her trade ; asceticism, which would

have undermined her society; and humanitarian-

ism, which would have destroyed the slavery upon

whichher system rested. Neither of these views

of war or trade or society met with any sympathy

in Roman lawyers. But the power of the new

faith could not be neglected. Constantine

adopted it; and, in the splendid outburst of en-

thusiasm that followed, the millennium seemed

for a time at hand. When this had settled, it

was found that it was Christianity, and not the

Roman law, that had been altered by the union.

The Church became autocratic in form ; and, as

her courts received State support, they adopted

the Roman law as a basis. The opposition to

warwas abandoned speedily by the Church, and

the measures adopted looked to strengthening

her power and increasing her revenue. Herdoc-

trine of celibacy came forward to increase the

public dislike to marriage and parenthood, which

emperor after emperor tried in vain to stem. For

many generations, the family tie had been weaken-

ing under more luxurious customs. It had been

singularly close in primitive Rome, when the

family was a unit with the paterfamilias at the

head, owning all the property, and clothed with

the power of life and death. The institution had

its savage side; but, as long as it kept its full

vigor, there was no divorce. The population was

kept up, simple ways of living prevailed, and

despotism was prevented by the resistance of

these powerful social units. Its decay, like that

of the earlier organization upon the basis of

blood relationship in the gens, had nothing to do

with Christianity ; but it brought free divorce and

a long string of other evils, which the Church was

quite powerless to arrest. The legislation in-

creased against divorce, illegitimacy, infanticide,

and those hideous forms of sensualism which

nowadays we do not even name ; but it was a

dead letter, for the social disease grew fatal,

the better class decayed, and the slave class grew.

Charity increased, but it was a distinctly debauch-

ing influence in Rome, fostering the idle at the

expense of the industrious, until all work was

left to slaves; and slavery seemed incurable.

Both Stoicism and Christianity opposed it, but

neither had any very important effect, for, to

the end of the empire, the marriage of a slave

was impossible; his evidence was admitted only

under torture, and he could be whipped to death

by his master with impunity.

to be passed, regulating death-bed gifts to the

Church. The period of the greatest extension of

the Church was a period of legal decay. In spite

of high hopes and noble aspirations, society fell

to pieces from its vicious construction ; and a

period of the most hideous anarchy and debauch-

ery ensued, in which law was forgotten and his

tory stopped. And it mustbe acknowledged that

Christianity, whichhad influenced Roman society

greatly, both for good and evil, had left almost

no mark on its law, which was to the end des-

potic, military, according no rights to strangers,

encouraging marriage and divorce and money-

making and slavery. The fatal defects of the

Roman constitution Christianity had not cor-

rected.
H. W. HOLLAND.

EDITORIAL NOTES .

BY B. F. U.

A NUMBER of valuable articles are crowded out

this week, to make room for Dr. R. Heber Newton's

eloquent paper on "The Religious Aspect of So-

cialism," which, although longer than is usually

printed in The Index, we are confident our readers

would not wish divided, but will, when they com-

mence reading it, read through to the end.

MR. AND MRS. SCOVELL, formerly of Columbus,

Kansas, have assumed editorial charge of the

Liberal, published at Liberal, Mo. "In the new

phase of editorial management of the Liberal,"

the number of June 11 says, "it will be the

desire of those connected with the paper to repre-

sent the higher element of Rationalism in its

columns ; and we hope to receive sufficient en-

couragement to warrant us in the work to be

done."

On certain minor points, the Church was suc-

cessful. She increased the observance of religious

holidays to a degree which would have been

excessive, if it had applied to the working

class. She diminished suicide. She put down

the cruel sports in the arena, which exhausted

the treasury and debauched the public with a

fierce lust for blood, unknown to all but the

Pomeroys of modern civilization. But, on the

other hand, she gratified the same cruel passion

by persecuting for religious opinion, which was

previously unknown. As the disease spread, the

principle of human brotherhood disappeared from

law. Sects massacred each other for trifling dif-

ferences of opinion about the election of bishops

or the light that shone from Calvary, and heresy

was death. Simony prevailed; and the rule of

clerical celibacy, which had come in soon after

the establishment, brought a frightful train of

vices, one of which was met in Italyby forbidding

priests to visit unmarried women. The outburst

of asceticism made the breaking of family ties

so frequent and so vicious that laws were passed

to restrict the separation; and further laws had

REV. E. P. POWELL, a "broad-gauge" minister, in

a discourse given at Utica, N.Y., which we find

printed in the Olive Branch, says : "The reformer

of or against a book always was denounced as an

enemy of the gods. He is to-day. But Robert

Ingersoll is no more an atheist than Dr. Talmage.

He has as many gods-that is, ideals-as the rest,

and is a stout defender of them. The secret of

his terrible lectures is that he is defending his

gods. And he believes, as I believe, that his gods

are better than those he tumbles down.... He is

to be, above all, pitied who knows no saints less

than five hundred years dead; and no God but

one that he never sees, and whose voice is heard

only in the conflict of warring preachers."

REV. GEORGE L. CHANEY, of Atlanta, Ga., ina

discourse on"Unitarianism in the South," printed

in the Christian Register, after saying that "Dr.

Channing's sermons are more frequently called for

and more gratefully acknowledged than any other

publications of the association," and that "theword

that lifted Boston, fifty years ago, out of its bond-

age to the letter and the institution, is the word

which to-day is called to do the same uplifting and

emancipating service at the South," adds :-

But I question if Channing himself could have

stated his belief in terser or truer shape than one of

these up-countryGeorgia farmers has put it: "I be-

lieve in one God, and no more. I hope for happiness

beyond this life. I believe the equality of man. I

believe that religious duties consist in doing justice,

loving mercy, and endeavoring to make our fellow-

creatures happy." " Therefore," he says, "myneigh-

bors call me an infidel." (This is the usual name at

the South for all who do not accept some conven-

tional, evangelical creed.) But, says our Georgia

Protestant, "My understanding is that an infidel is

one who proposes to believe in a thing he does

not believe." (Could there be a finer definition?)

"Therefore," he shrewdly adds, "there are more in-

fidels in the Church than out. They subscribe to a

creed theydo not believe, and one-half do not know

what they do subscribe."

It is not strange that "one of these up-country

Georgia farmers" is called an "infidel" by his

neighbors. The man whose words he uses to

express his religious belief has been characterized

as an "infidel" by all the Christian sects, the Uni-

tarians included, for nearly a century, and is so

spoken of generally to-day,not only "at the South, "

but in the East and throughout Europe as well as

America. The writings of men outside of and in

advance of all the Churches, like Paine,have con-

tributed to modify theological creeds wonderfully ;

and the more radical of the Unitarian ministers

to-day occupy substantially the same position that

Paine did a century ago, although able, of course,

to trace and interpret religious systems in the

light of historic and scientific knowledge which

no writer possessed at that time. Wouldit not be

well for the Unitarian Association to republish, or

to obtain from Mr. Mendum of the Investigator ,

a cheap edition of the first part of The Age of

Reason, and circulate it as the work of a hereto-

fore unrecognized representative of Unitarianism ?

It gives the Spiritual Offering much satisfaction

to be able to say: "The so-called exposés have,

in almost every case, added to the popularity of

the medium; for every noted medium has hun-

dreds of friends ready to testify to the genuineness

of his or her mediumship." This statement is

quite correct. The exposure of mediums, how-

ever fraudulent their performances, usually adds

to their reputation and their business. It does

not disturb the faith of any considerable number

who believe in the spiritual character of their

doings, and helps advertise them among thousands

of credulous people, who, but for the exposure,

would never hear of them. By not a few, they

come to be regarded as martyrs. We are not

among those who regard all the phenomena of

Spiritualism, so called, as either fraudulent or

fanciful, or all mediums as dishonest ; but, of

those that are such beyond reasonable doubt, "the

so-called exposés have, in almost every case, added

to the popularity of the medium ; for every noted

medium has hundreds of friends ready to testify to

the genuineness of his or her mediumship."

"I BELIEVE in oneGod, and no more; and Ihope

for happiness beyond this life. I believe the equal-

ity of man; and I believe that religious duties con-

sist in doing justice, loving mercy, and endeavoring

to make our fellow-creatures happy.... Ido not be-

lieve in the creed professed by the Jewish Church,

by the Roman Church, by the Greek Church, by

the Turkish Church, by the Protestant Church, nor

by any church I know of. My own mind is my

own church.... Infidelity does not consist in be-

lieving or in disbelieving : it consists in professing

to believe what one does not believe.... Nothing

that is here said can apply even with the most dis-

tant disrespect to the real character of Jesus Christ .

He was a virtuous and amiable man. Themoral-

ity that he preached and practised was of the most

benevolent kind; and though similar systems of

morality had been preached by Confucius and by

some of the Greek philosophers many years before,

by the Quakers since, andbygoodmen in all ages ,

it has not been exceeded by any." The Age of

Reason.

In proportion as a man is brought into conjunction

withheaven, the superior parts of faculties belonging

tohis mind are opened,he sees what insincerity and

injustice are: and, in proportion as he sees them, they

are capable of being removed from him; for it is im-

possible for any evil to be removed till after it was

seen.-Swedenborg.
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nominated by the Free Religious Association. Terms .
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of the Free Religious Association; namely, "To promote

the practical interests of pure religion, to increase fel-

lowship in the spirit, and to encourage the scientific study
of man's religious nature and history" ; in other words,

Righteousness, Brotherhood, and Truth. And it seeks

these ends by the method of perfect Liberty of Thought.

It would subject the traditional authority of all special

religions and alleged revelations-the Christian no less

than others-to the judgment of scientific criticism and

impartial reason. It would thus seek to emancipate Re-

ligion from bondage to ecclesiastical dogmatism and sec-

tarianism, in order that the practical power of religion

may be put more effectually to the service of a higher

Morality and an improved Social Welfare .
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For The Index.

The Religious Aspect of Socialism.

APaper read before the Free Religious Association at Parker

Memorial Hall, Boston, May 29, 1885.

BY DR. R. HEBER NEWTON.

Amore appropriate phrasing of my topic would,

to most minds, be "The Irreligious Aspect of

Socialism. " The ordinary notion of Socialism

is that of a revolt of fools and madmen against

the order of society, a conspiracy against the

sacred rights of property. If religion be the rec-

ognition of the bonds of a Divine Order and the

obedience thereto, then to those who identify our

existing human system with that Divine Order

there would seem to be little of religion in the

chaos which apparently opens before us in Social-

ism.

Socialism presents itself to many minds as the

direct outgrowth of a decay of religion. Dr.

Draper, in an article on "The Political Effect of the

Decline of Faith," places it among the sequelae of

unbelief : "What is it that has given birth to the

Nihilist, the Communist, the Socialist ? It is

the total extinction of religious belief. With

no spiritual prop to support them, no expectation

of an hereafter in which the inequality of this

life may be adjusted, angry at the cunningly

devised net from which they have escaped, they

have abandoned all hope of spiritual intervention

in their behalf, and have undertaken to right

their wrongs themselves. " * In that remarkable

book, Underground Russia, Stepniak inclines to

the same conclusion : "Absolute atheism is the

sole inheritance that has been preserved intact

by the new generation, and I need scarcely point

out how much advantage the modern revolution-

ary movement has derived from it. " †

There can be no question that, as socialistic

ideas spread, workingmen experience an aliena-

tion from the recognized forms of religion. Sen-

ator Blair, chairman of the Senate Committee on

Labor and Education, told me that it was the

almost uniform testimony of such representatives

ofthe labor movement as came before his commit-

tee that the workingmen of this country were

becoming increasingly estranged from the

churches. This, I believe, is the conclusion of

most of those who have studied the problem of

the attitude of labor toward religion, in our own

country or in other lands. There is even appar-

ent, on the part of socialistically inclined working-

men, apositive antipathy toward every traditional

form of religion. The more out-spoken represent-

atives of the movement violently, and even blas-

phemously, repudiate all religious faith. One of

the most radical of the socialistic papers of our

country, in an article upon the "Fruits of the

Belief in God," exclaims : "Religion, authority,

and State are all carved out of the same piece of

wood. To the devil with them all ! " * The

extreme wing of Socialism-that represented by

Bakounine-gives utterance to similar delightful

sentiments : "The old world must be destroyed.

...

The beginning of all those lies which have

ground down this poor world in slavery is God."

It is not necessary for me to argue before this

Association that such language does not prove

any real anti-religiousness, or even any real irre-

ligiousness ; that it may simply signify a need-

lessly violent reaction from the false forms of

religion, a shockingly coarse protest against the

corruption and perversion of the faiths which it

would sweep off the earth. There is oftentimes

manifested in such language a feeling as of a

suppressed bitterness toward a supposed friend

thathas proven faithless,-as when a certain social-

ist declared, "We are not atheists, we have sim-

ply done with God." The miseries and wrongs

of the existing order appear, to those who suffer

from them, todeny the reality of a Divine Provi-

dence; and the fading out from so many minds of

the belief in immortality seems to rob them of

the one hope of reward for the toils and privations

of the life on earth. When Paradise looks to such

sufferers like the hope of a future held forth to

ment seems to be renewing its action in the pas-

sion of enthusiasm which inspires them as with

the ardor of a new hope and a new faith.

The earlier forms of modern Socialism were

very strikingly characterized bya religious spirit.

There was a glow and fire of enthusiasm, a sweep

and reach of imagination, a pure and lofty passion

of idealism, in which none could fail to recognize

the essential spiritof religion. Saint-Simonsaw in

his teaching the long-waited-for realization of es-

sential Christianity. His doctrines were to consti-

tute "the New Christianity." One who visited

the communistic organizations of Paris in 1850

would have found inmany of their halls a pict-

ure of a sacred form labelled "Jesus Christ, the

First Representative of the People." The little

communistic societies which dot our own shores

were mostly founded in a spirit of simple and

devout piety. Whatever success has attended

any of them, with one or two exceptions, has

been due to the force of the religious inspiration

working in them. The members of Brook Farm

felt, as one of the community wrote, "a more ex-

quisite pleasure in effort from the consciousness

that we are laboring, not for personal ends, but for

aholyprinciple. " *

Even that Jacobin of Socialism, Proudhon,

closed his mémoire on property with this noble

invocation : "O God of liberty! God of equality !

Thou God, who hastplaced in myheart the senti-

ment of justice before my reason comprehended

it, hear my ardent prayer! Thou hast formed my

thought, thou hast directed my studies, thou hast

separated my spirit from curiosity and my heart

from attachment, in order that I should publish

the truth before the master and the slave. I

have spoken as thou hast given me the power and

talent: it remains for thee to complete thy work .

Thou knowest whether I may have sought my

interest or glory. O God of liberty! may my

memory perish, if humanity may but be free ; if

I maybut see in my obscurity the people finally

instructed, if noble instructors but enlighten it,

if disinterested hearts but guide it! ... Then the

great and the small, the rich and the poor,

will unite in one ineffable fraternity ; and all

altar, O God of liberty and equality !" †

keep them patient under their present hopeless- ❘ together, chanting a new hymn, will re-erect thy

ness, it is not wonderful that such a paper as the

San Francisco Truth should cry out, "Heaven is

adream invented by robbers to distract the atten-

tion of the victims of their brigandnage." † The

very violence of the denunciations of religion

may, then, simply prove the depth of feeling

whichhas been outraged, the intensity of the loss

which appears to have been sustained.

He who rightly gauges the depth of the relig-

ious nature in man will not believe it possible

that any class of men can be experiencing an ex-

haustion of this sacred life. What seems to be

such an exhaustion must to him appear simply as

the winter that follows summer and autumn, only

to make ready for another spring. This very

movement which appears to have divorced itself

so completely from religion, and to have arrayed

itself so inimically toward that ancient spirit, is

already manifesting the action of forces which

are not distinguishable from the forces of the

religious sentiment. Among the ignorant, this

feeling takes some curious expressions. German

workingmen, who had ceased to go to church,

developed a generation ago a cultus of Lassalle ;

and a belief was for a while quite wide-spread

that their great champion, who had lost his life

in a duel, had died for them, and that he was to

return again to save them. Among the more

intelligent classes of labor, the old religious senti-

The later forms of Socialism, whose origin is

found in Germany, however lacking theymay be

in the conventional expressions of religion, are

not without marks which betray the workings of

the old force. The German is naturally religious ;

and, when that religiousness turns aside from eccle-

siasticism, it does but breathe out secularism with

a spirit not to be distinguished from religion .

That spirit pours itself into art and philosophy,

and gives us, in Beethoven or in Hegel, music and

metaphysic which are intensely religious. It

pours itself into social science, and gives us a

socialisım which, without knowing it, is fervently

religious. Lassalle had all the fiery enthusiasm of

a new crusader. He closed his famous lecture

upon "The Workingman's Programme" with

such a passage as this : "You are the rock on

which the Church of the present is to be built.

It is the lofty moral earnestness of this thought

which must, with devouring exclusiveness, possess

your spirits, fill your minds, and shape your

whole lives, so as to make them worthy of it, con-

formable to it, and always related to it." Even

amid the horrors of Nihilism, which is at once

a political revolt and a social revolution, there is

a lurid light as of the kindling of those mystic

forces which have so often burned, like the fire

*Princeton Review, January, 1879, p. 83.

† Underground Russia, p. 7.

*Quoted in Recent American Socialism, R. T. Ely, p . 32.

† Recent American Socialism, p. 32.

Recent American Socialism, p . 15 .

+ Works of P. J. Proudhon, 1. , 287.

‡ The Workingman's Programme, p. 57.
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upon Abraham's altar, in clouds of smoke, shaping

dreadful visions.

In such self-abnegating enthusiasm there

breathes the essential spirit of religion, however

unconscious it may be of its own nature. That

this enthusiasm may pass very rapidly into the

consciousness of its own religiousness we may see

strikingly illustrated in the remarkable work

of Mr. Henry George. Progress and Poverty

fairly glows throughout with the passionate con-

viction which the author thus expresses toward

the close of the book: "It will be read by some

who in their heart of hearts have taken the cross

of a new Crusade."* This passion of justice has

resolved itself in the author's soul into the newly

kindled fires of religion. The book is a cry of

the soul as much as an argument of the mind.

That singular conclusion to a work on political

economy, the chapter on Immortality, is a fitting

end to a book which breathes throughout the aspi-

ration of a noble nature after social righteousness.

Those who know Mr. George personally, know

the deep and genuine religiousness of the man,

and are aided in interpreting the social movement,

which he has so mightily quickened, from his per-

sonal experience, as he passes out from the tradi-

tional forms of the religious life, thinking that he

has lost religion itself, only to find it once more

awaiting him at the conclusion of his studies of

social science, in the enthusiasm of humanity

enkindled in his soul as the veryloveof God.

as the common property of the labor which is to

create that wealth. Socialism is not anarchism, nor

yet is it communism. It does not propose simply

to overturn the existing order and let civilization

lapse back again into chaos. It does not dream

of unwinding the mainspring of society, individ-

ualism, and of abolishing private property. It

believes, whether rightly or wrongly, that it is

endeavoring to carry on the social organization

higher, tohasten sorely neededdevelopments of the

historic progress of industry, to lead up our most

imperfect system into more perfect forms, to mas-

ter the anarchic disorders of the industrial world

and to bring thereout a real order, to push for-

ward the political revolution of the eighteenth cen-

tury into the economic revolution of the nineteenth

century, to crown the government of the people

by the people and for the people in an ownership

of the people by the people and for the people.

The leaders of Socialism do not expect to find a

speedy realization of these aims, though the rank

and file of their followers maydoubtless lose the

time-perspective and look in the foreground for the

scenes that really lie in the shadowy background

of their alluring vision. Rodbertus allowed five

hundred years for the realization of his ideas .

Lassalle distinctly warned his followers against

the illusion that the social revolution could be pre-

cipitated immaturely upon civilization. A sane

Socialism expects to realize its dream only through

the slow evolution of society. The co-operative

State is to be the flower of the process of integra-

tion that is now going on in society; the govern-

ment's necessitated co-ordination of the associa-

What, then, are theelements in Socialism gender-

ing this passionate aspiration, which takes on the

tones as of a new inspiration ? We must needs

define Socialism. Socialism is not to be identitive action which is developed voluntarily among

fied with any special form which it assumes. Its

essential idea is larger than any specific theory of

a particular writer or than any platform of a

local movement. It is not to be shut up to its

French or German or Russian translation. It is

more than the Phalansterianism of Fourier, the

People's Banks of Proudhon, the Political Organi-

zation of Labor of Lassalle, the elaborate system

of Political Economy shaped by Karl Marx, the

Anarchism of Elise Reclus or Bakounine, the

Communal Proprietorship of the land which is

exercised by the Mir, the Land Naturalization of

Henry George, or the State Ownership of the

Means of Production of the German school.

Each of these systems and theories and institu-

tions forms a variety of the species Socialism,

which in turn is a division of the genus Political

Economy, a very black and altogether heterodox

member of the family, but still a legitimate scion

ofthe stock .

What is there, then, that is found in these

various forms of Socialism which is common to

the people on an increasingly large scale; the ulti-

mate generalization from co-operative trade and

industrial organizations ; the body of public prop-

erty growing around the public spirit fostered in

the reign of "the Commons"; the republic which

is to be a commonwealth governing itself.

In such a dream, whether it be an illusion or a

true prophetic vision,we can readily enough dis-

cern the forces which are feeding this new and

somewhat strange manifestation of the old relig-

ious spirit.

that such a vision calls forth the most ardent en-

thusiasm, the most entire self-abnegation.

Lecky tells us that "it is always extremely im-

portant to trace the direction in which the spirit

of self-sacrifice is moving; for upon the intensity

of that spirit depends the moral elevation of an

age, and upon its course the religious future of the

world." * He who is familiar with the thrilling

examples of heroic self-abnegation, of complete

self-sacrifice, which the annals of Nihilism record,

will not wonder that Stepniak declares of the

earlier period of this appalling revolt: "It rather

resembled a religious movement, and had all the

contagious and absorbing character of one. Peo-

ple not only sought to attain a distinct, practical

object, but also to satisfy an inward sentiment of

duty, an aspiration toward their own moral perfec-

tion." † He, indeed, thus characterized only the

earlier period of Nihilism; but, in his own record

of the continuance of these lofty impulses to en-

thusiastic self-sacrifice,we find that which compels

us to question his characterization of the later

Nihilist as having " no longer any religious feel-

ing in his disposition." Stepniak writes concern-

ing these men of whom we are accustomed to

think as simply assassins : " Everything that is

noble and sublime in human nature seems concen-

trated in these young men. Inflamed, subjugated

by their grand idea, they wish to sacrifice not only

for it their lives, their future, their position, but

their very souls." ‡ He gives us a graphic picture

of the millionnaire Demetrius Lisogub passing to

his execution : "At last, he could satisfy his ardent

desire to sacrifice himself for his cause. It was

perhaps the happiest moment of his unhappy

life." § He tells us how, before the heroism of

these monsters, as we think them, the cry was

wrung from unsympathetic witnesses, "They are

saints !" In the sight of such scenes, we recall

those other words of Lecky : "The very men who

would once have been conspicuous saints are now

conspicuous revolutionists ; for, while their heroism

and disinterestedness are their own, the direction

these qualities take is determined by the pressure

of the age."||

Socialism is thus seen to be a protest against the

injustices of our existing system, an indignant re-

pudiation of the sophisms which havebeen palmed

off on men as exculpating the disorders that

abound today, a cry of those who feel them-

selves oppressed and wronged for justice. It is

not merely the private protest of individuals: it

is the protest of a large class, whose members feel

themselves drawn into a living fellowship as they

rise to assert their common rights. The sense of

fellowship is most real, even though the rights

them all, which is therefore to be considered its | sought may be more or less unreal. In this new-

essential idea? Speaking generally, it may be

said that Socialism is the "ism" of a more social

society, the "ism" which seeks an industrial order

that shall be a real commonwealth, and which

seeks that order rather through social action than

through individual action; which finds the radical

evil of our present system in its excessive develop-

ment of individualism, and which proposes to cor-

rect that evil by the alterative of a larger mutual-

ism; which would balance the unregulated action

of free competition by some coordinating power,

either from great industrial and trade associations

or through such agencies from the State ; which

would ensphere private property within a vast

bodyof common property, whether vested in huge

co-operative societies or in the State itself ; which

would guard against the evils of our present sys-

tem byholding the raw material of wealth, land,

and the means of production of wealth, machinery,

*p.499.

found community, the political boundaries of the

earth disappear, and men of mutually hostile na-

tions and races find themselves bound in a soli-

darity of interests. This glowing sense of a com-

mon life sublimes all mere selfish instincts into a

generous ardor, an unselfish devotion to a com-

manding cause. Nor is this new-found solidarity

merely that of a class, however large. The cause

of labor seems to these laborers, rightly or

wrongly, the cause of humanity, the cause of civ-

ilization. To their eyes, the worst evils which

are found among all classes of society are bred by

the existing industrial order. To it, they attribute

not only the characteristic vices and crimes of

poverty, but the characteristic vices and crimes of

wealth. All these evils they expect to disappear,

one after another, as the industrial system is

changed. It is thus no less glorious a vision than

that of a perfected humanity which allures them

on in aspiration and endeavor. It is no wonder

In seriously setting itself to correct the disorders

of the earth, Socialism affirms its faith in the

reality of a true order, and in the possibility of

realizing it. Hewho struggles deliberately against

a wrong declares therein his conviction that it can

be righted ; he who tries to transform a chaos

confesses that he believes in a cosmos. If it be

impossible to establish an order upon earth, why

should one essay the thankless task of grappling

with the disorders of earth ? However little con-

sciousness of the fact there maybe in the breasts

of Socialists, their fundamental conviction-a con-

viction which is unquestioningly held, which is

expressed in childlike simplicity of confidence, a

faith which literally removes mountains-is none

other than the ancient belief in God. Mr. Mill

characterized the socialists as having "moral con-

ceptions in many respects far ahead of the exist-

ing arrangements of society. " They have caught

sight of the ideal social order. Its beauty has

inflamed their souls. Its splendors have dazzled

their eyes, until they no longer can see some hard,

prosaic facts of earth. In shirt-sleeved Jack and

barefoot Tom there glows the vision which was in

the soul of a Plato. The best exposition of Ger-

man Socialism in the English tongue, The Co-oper-

ative Commonwealth, by Laurence Gronlund, strik-

ingly illustrates this characteristic of the move-

*History of Rationalism in Europe, ii . , 221.

† Underground Russia,p. 23. Underground Russia,p.27.

§ Underground Russia, p. 100.

||History of Rationalism, ii. , 225.

Principles of Political Economy, Book IV. , ch. vii. , § 7.

:



THE INDEX JUNE 25 1885 619

tardeur en

1.

the que

ation da

care oft

adal

one s

Hap

char

gious Im

300

ton

K

t

ment. It is in reality almost as ideal a sketch as

the Utopia of Sir Thomas More; yet it is seriously

written as an outline of the actual changes which

are to result shortly, through the transfer of the

ownership of the means of production from a few

hands tomanyhands. With a pathetic simplicity

of faith, the author expects the regeneration of all

things, the transformation of human nature itself,

to follow an economic rearrangement of society

which, though greater in degree, is not different in

kind from the rearrangements which have been

gradually taking place through several centuries,-

not indeed without substantial benefits to man-

kind, but without dispossessing the old Adam from

the race. When surplus profits are done away

and labor owns its tools, the millennium is to

open! One who desires such a change in industry

and who believes that it is coming,surely though

slowly, cannot but sigh, while he smiles, at this

invincible belief of the human soul in "the good

time coming, "-always just round the corner. We

can all readily enough see through the illusion of

Socialism, but we must none the less allow for the

full force of the illusion when cherished as a faith .

Illusions have had far more power over man than

facts. They have sustained men in efforts on

which they would not have ventured, but for this

kindly craft of Mother Nature. Illusions are the

guides to revolution. The force of this particular

illusion of Socialism is nothing less than the power

of the mightiest aspiration, the most irrepressible

hunger which has ever stirred in the human soul.

It is the very force which fired the soul of the

Hebrew prophets, which fashioned the vision of

the great unknown who wrote the Revelation of

St. John the divine, which opened before the soul

of Augustine the city of God, which breathes in

the peaceful war song of the Societies for Ethical

Culture, "The City of Light," the passion of

human nature for justice, the longing of the soul

of man after the ideal order.

Wehave thus reached a point where we can see

another phase of the religious features of Social-

ism. It is not alone wage-workers, nor those who

would own themselves socialists, who are feeling

the forces of the new enthusiasm which is rising

inthis movement as the ground swell of a mighty

ocean. Men in all callings, men who would dis-

avow any affiliation with Socialism, sympathize

more or less strongly with this movement, and are

conscious themselves of the glow of a new and

holypassion in the ardor wherewith they espouse

the cause of social reform. The fathers of Social-

ism have been men who had nothing to gain

through it. Owen was a rich manufacturer. Las-

salle was a luxurious German gentleman, whose

brilliant opportunities promised him, even when

he was "das Wunderkind," a distinguished career.

Karl Marx was of a family whose social standing

was excellent in Germany, and life opened to him

fine political prospects. Elise Reclus is a famous

savant. The leading spirits of Nihilism are men

and women of rank and wealth. In every land in

which Socialism is working upward through the

lower social strata, from the upper crust of society

there is a motion toward it, though often uncon-

scious of its aim. Along every line of life, men of

high power and character are being resistlessly

drawn into the currents of this social movement.

Ruskin has for manyyears been preaching a thor-

ough-going Socialism with the fire of a new faith .

Carlyle was the prophet of this Titanic upheaval.

Matthew Arnold is uttering, in his aristocratic

manner, the most unaristocratic sentiments con-

cerning our present civilization. William Morris,

painter and poet and manufacturer, has thrown

himself heart and soul into Socialism, and is lect-

uring to the West End on the redemption of art

through an industrial reorganization, while he is

spreading through the East End leaflets contain-

ing his impassioned Chaunts of the Revolution, and

is preaching in his shirt-sleeves to gatherings of

hard-fisted artisans the gospel of Labor. Alfred

Russell Wallace leads the movement in England

for the nationalization of land. Renan, whose

calm superiority to all illusions allows of no such

folly as enthusiasm, evidently looks forward

through the winding up of the era of individual-

ism to an era wherein some life in commonmay

be possible upon our earth. He writes :-

The Psalm, "Behold how good and joyful a thing

it is for brethren to dwell in unity," has ceased to be

ours. But, when modern individualism has borne its

last fruits; whenhumanity, dwarfed, dismal, impuis-

sant, shall return to great institutions and strong

discipline; when our paltry shopkeeping society-I

say, rather, when our world of pygmies-shall have

been driven out with scourges by the heroic and

idealistic portion of humanity, then life in common

will be realized again.*

These men are not simply puzzling exceptions

among mankind. Their tendencies are more than

the erratic movements of genius. Back of these

illustrious figures there is a large following of

men who are pressing on after them, in line with

the social movement,-men who have come under

the spell of this new enthusiasm, whether it be a

good spell or a most bad spell. A magazine in

London, of a very radical character, is edited by

young Oxford men. Practical men, men of affairs,

millionnaires, are avowing their sympathy with this

movement. Only the other evening, inNew York,

one of our first citizens gave the inaugural address

before a newly formed institute of social science,

whose principles were so radical as to win the

hearty applause of leaders of labor organizations

who had come in a spirit of captious criticism.

And this lecture was pervaded by a lofty spirit of

enthusiasm, by a noble idealism, whose religious

fervor was unmistakable. Next week, in a West-

ern university, an oration is to be given by one

of the foremost men of the Republican party, in

which, with clear, strong thought and with frank,

out-spoken words, the Industrial Problem will be

discussed in a way which is likely to furnish food

for thought to politicians and the press. The

speaker, himself a successful man of affairs, told

me lately how his study of the social problem had

drawn him to the conclusion that there was but

one solution of it, that which is known as Chris-

tian Socialism,-which is to say, the spirit of

Brotherhood and of Justice, the Law of the Golden

Rule.

"Amateur economists," some one will say, "all

of them; sentimental tyros in a science whose

masters know no such pretty dreams ! " Well, pre-

cisely the most surprising aspect of this trend,

which is making itself felt through all cultivated

circles, is the fact that political economy is pour-

ing a very perceptible and steadily rising current

of thought into this stream of tendency. No con-

servative priest could feel more aghast at some of

the utterances of your Association than many

learned professors must do at the wild radicalism

that is broached in the sacred name of political

economy. John Stuart Mill's posthumous chapters

on "Socialism" showed clearly, that which his great

workhadhinted, that this set of our age was strongly

working in him. Cairnes has avowed his sympa-

thy with the general aim of Socialism as an ideal.

Thornton long ago planted himself squarely on

the side of Labor in its contest with Capital.

Thorold Rogers, from his chair in aristocratic Ox-

ford, unmistakably reveals his profound interest in

the essential principles of the movement, challeng

*Quoted in the Christian Socialist, October, 1883.

ing the very axioms of the Manchester school,

and denouncing the present state of things most

roundly. Even Fawcett-heroic struggler with a

cruel fate-forgot his own book when he became

the head of the postal department,and managed

that department as though the function of the

State was not to do as little as possible, but to do

all that was necessary for the welfare of the people,

as fanatics had taught. On the Continent, the

socialists of the chair have been, for well nigh a

generation, inculcating the general aims of Social-

ism and instilling its essential principles. Even

now Laveleye is engaged in an interesting tussle

with Herbert Spencer over the question whether

the socialistic idea of the State involves the slavery

or the freedom of mankind. In Germany, the

school which is coming to the forefront in political

economy has so far lapsed from orthodoxy as to

draw upon it that last crowning argument of scorn

from all professors who are "sound in the faith,"

with which it is disposed of forever in the crush-

ing sentence, "Sentimentalism !" Such men as

Shäffle and Wagner are not likely, however, to be

silenced thus summarily. These masters are find-

ing no less influential apupil than Bismarck, who

is already reducing some of their theories to prac-

tice in an astonishing manner. From Johns Hop-

kins University, an able disciple of the new school

is turning his attention to the study of Socialism

in a fashion which shows plainly enough the work-

ing of this new spirit. The change in political

economy is nothing less than a revolution. The

time has come when Sissy Jupe would not need to

tremble over her stupid mistake as to the thunder-

ing question, What is the first principle of politi-

cal economy? She should answer again, "To do

unto others as ye would they should do to you."

The careful observer need not then be surprised

at noting the further fact that the fresh religious

forces of our age are rekindling the enthusiasm of

social regeneration as a sacred passion. This is

notably the case within the lines of Orthodoxy.

Mr. Rae has clearly pictured this trend of life in

the Catholic Church upon the Continent. I have

seen lately letters from prominent prelates of Ire-

land, which show them in complete sympathy with

the anti-rent agitation of that country. It need

surprise no one who has watched the developments

now going on within this mighty Church, and who

knows the sagacity with which it has generally

met great crises, to see it step to the forefront of

the social movement, and avow itself the champion

of the people. A similar movement is quietly

going on within Continental Protestantism. In

England, the sympathy of a large section of the

National Church is very strongly with the efforts

at social reform; and an earnest fraction is heartily

working for the social revolution. A generation

ago, Maurice and Kingsley threw themselves into

the uprising oflabor, and called themselves "Chris-

tian Socialists." They led off in the co-operative

movement, imparting to it a religious spirit which

it has never thoroughly outgrown, which breathes

still strongly in men like Thomas Hughes and

Vansittart Neale. "There is no fraternity," said

Maurice, "without a common father." Within a

half decade, in the land where Socialism was

deemed an impossibility, a serious socialistic move-

ment has developed; and, running parallel with

its rapid spread among the working classes of

England, there has been an equally remarkable

change among the cultivated classes. The old

name of the Christian Socialist reappears upon a

little paper which avows the principles of Karl

Marx. The Church Reformer agitates nearly as

thorough-going measures in the name of the Eng-

lish Church. Mr. George told me that, during his

late tours through Great Britain, he attended
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rack-renting of the Zemindars completed the solu-

tion of the problem, On how little can the peasant

many large meetings of clergymen of the Es-

tablished Church, which were full of enthusi-

asm concerning his book. In more than one in- | live ? The customarydaily wage of the laborer was

stance, ritualistic clergymen are known to be in

the habit of gathering classes of workingmen on

Sunday evenings, in order to expound to them the

principles ofProgress and Poverty.

then, as it is now, an incredibly small pittance, a

day's wage of a skilled artisan here representing

well-nigh a month's pay of the human beast of

burden in India. So nigh to starvation did the mass

of men live that every few years a famine would

sweep them off like flies before an autumnal frost.

Amid such an inhuman society arose the saintly

Buddha; and, when through terrible struggles he

won the secret of peace himself, he turned to

breathe it upon his brothers of India. It proved

not only a gospel for the individual soul, but a

gospel for society. The mighty tide of religious

life which, drawn by his great soul, rose over

India, swamped for a while the abhorrent social

castes, and mingled all men in a common Brother-

hood, in which there was neither Brahmin nor

The Protestant Episcopal Church of this country

manifests less radical,but no less earnest tenden-

cies in the direction of social reform. At a con-

gress of that Church held four years ago, very

out-spoken opinions were met most cordially; and,

in the last congress at Detroit, stirring appeals to

the Church to champion the wrongs of labor were

received with profound feeling, so that, as a result

of the congress, in that city there has been a per-

ceptible drawing of the workingmen toward this

supposed aristocratic Church. In the city of New

York, next fall, most of the leading churches of

that denomination are to unite in a series of parish | Sudra, high nor low caste,but Humanity was all

services, having as one of their chief aims the

awakening of public interest and the education of

public opinion upon the responsibility of capital

toward labor.

The same movement shows itself in other

churches. The Christian Union has had lately a

series of very remarkable editorials, presenting an

impassioned indictment of our present industrial

system, prophesying a social revolution, and with

the fire of a holy enthusiasm appealing to the

Christian Church to lead this revolution into

peaceful success . The new theology is unmistak-

ably making in the direction of Christian So-

cialism.

We thus seem to be at the meeting of the

waters, the movement from below and the move-

ment from above uniting in a current which is

setting in the direction of Socialism, and which is

speeding forward with the rush and sweep of a

religious enthusiasm. That pregnant word of

Mazzini finds a remarkable realization,--"Every

political question is rapidly becoming a social

question, and every social question is as rapidly

becoming a religious question."

II.

Had this stream of tendency come now for the

first time to the surface of society, we might well

suspect the depth of the springs from whence it

issues, the force of the current which it is setting

in motion. It is , however, a very ancient trend of

thought and feeling. When we go below the sur-

face of history, we find, in the far back past, these

same springs welling up as from the deep heart of

religion, a stream which has always set in thisdi-

rection. In every new creative period of religion,

we discover a movement similar to that which we

observe in society to-day. Let us take a bird's-eye

view of some of the leading epochs of religion,

especially of such as have had a place in the line

of progress up through which our own historic

evolution has proceeded.

and in all. Around the holy Master gathered a

vast order, a true Brotherhood, in which, renounc-

ing all earthly possessions, men gave themselves

up to the service of mankind, and"had all things

common." Wherever these holy brothers went,

they carried a gospel of humanity which lifted the

poorest to the level of the prince and the pariah to

the side of the twice-born son of the skies ; while

it seated on the throne of the Rajahs, for a while

at least, the august form of justice.

Outside of Christianity and Judaism, this phe-

nomenon shows itself. When Buddhism arose in

India, society had stereotyped, uuder Brahmanical

influences, into hard, rigid castes. The high-born

Brahmin held himself aloof with proud superiority

from all other castes, while he looked down upon

the Sudra with a scorn and contempt which is

hard even for us to realize, which it is impossible

for us to feel toward any human being. No

human relationship could be open between the son

of heaven and the accursed children of earth .

Their very touch was pollution. The poor Sudra,

thus humiliated before the spiritual Brahmin, was

ground into the dust by the temporal Powers.

The courts of the Rajahs swallowed up most of his

hard-earned profits of farming, and,the merciless

We miss the clew to the original Buddhism, un-

less we keep in mind the fact that it was not only

a spiritual revival, but a social enthusiasm .

cities huge fortunes, of which the mass of the

people got the crumbs which fell from their tables.

In the midst of this state of things, with its oppres-

sion of the mass of mankind, the great prophets

arose to revive religion by touching the conscience

and by opening the senses of the soul to the eter.

nal realities. They were "men of the spirit," who,

out of their profound inward experiences, came

forward, preaching a spiritual gospel to the wor-

shippers before the "bloody shambles" of the

Hebrew heathenism. They were men of mind,

who felt the forces of the intellectual renaissance

opening upon Israel, the forces of the mental

awakening which led to the development of

Hebrew literature; and they brought to the birth

a new thought of God, and opened the age of

reason in religion. But they were also, for the

most part, men of the people, who felt the under-

currents of social dissatisfaction, whose hearts

heaved in sympathy with the unrest of the poor,

whose moral natures revolted against the thought-

lessness and greed of the talent and wealth and

power of the nation. Upon these conscious or un-

conscious oppressors of the people, they poured out

the vials of their righteous indignation, in words

too familiar to need repeating.

Their spirit of enthusiasm forhumanitybreathed

itself into the better natures of the nation, and

charged the reformed religion which they awak-

ened. When this Reformed Religion came into

power as the established religion of Israel under

Josiah, it sought to bring in manychanges looking

toward the correction of the exaggerated individu-

alism of society, as we see in the confession of

faith which it then put forth,-the Book of Deuter-

onomy. When, much later on, the Reformed

Religion, elaborately organized into an ecclesias-

tical institution, fell heir to the Hebrew State,

whose independence was lost in the overthrow of

Judah by the Babylonian Empire, it developed the

most remarkable social legislation of which we

have any record in history. That legislation was

a genuine socialism. It naturalized the land of

Israel, and vested the title in Jehovah. Leases ran

for fifty years, when they were all to revert to the

State, to be by it reissued. Interest, as intrinsi-

cally unethical and unbrotherly and as always

tending to reduce the debtor class to slavery, was

prohibited by law. All debtors were in the same

jubilee year to pass through an act of bankruptcy ;

and those who had, according to the ancient cus-

tom, fallen into bondage by debt were to go forth

free men.

Turn now to the more familiar story of the great

prophetic reformation of Israel. It was a revival

of personal religion, which breathed at once a new

enthusiasm of social justice, and bodied itself later

on in economic institutions of a most radical kind.

When the great prophets arose, the civilization

of Israel had already passed through the stages of

development common to all early human societies.

The earlier Hebrews had been communists . The

household, the local community, the tribe, held

pastures and fields and woods as the property of

the family, the village, the clan. Each separate

family received its due share of the soil for culti-

vation in annual or other periodic distributions,

after which all land lapsed back to the commune

for redistribution. Such an economic state of

society produced its natural good and evil results .

Life was simple, peaceful, brotherly. There was

no poverty and no strife. But there was also no

development. One generation remained pretty

much where its predecessor had been. There was

no room for individualism, the force of progress .

Man was contented and stupid, virtuous and unin-

teresting. Nature, which works the growth of

man even through moral evil, began the usual

process by which ambition, selfishness, and greed

gradually broke up this primitive communism in

ways we can well enough understand, if we choose

to study the enclosure of the ancient common

lands of England by her nobility, and the gob-

bling up of the people's land by great corporations

in our own country. By the time of Isaiah and

Micah, the whole face of early Hebrew society had

changed. Land had passed into private property.

The free and sturdy yeomanry of ancient Israel

had been dispossessed from their homesteads, which

had been run together into big estates or turned

into sheep-walks. They had thus come to be ten-

ants under landlords instead of being independent

peasant proprietors. They had gradually deposited,

at the bottom of society, the sediments of their class,

a stratum of lawless, helpless, shiftless people, a

veritable proletariat. Powerful barons had arisen,

lording it in a high-handed manner on their big

estates; while great traders had amassed in the

By such sweeping measures,bodied in laws and

institution, did the Reform Religion of Israel seek

radically to guard against any monopoly of land

and any tyranny of capital, and thus to emanci-

pate and ennoble labor. Whether this remark-

able legislation was ever carried into operation or

whether it was ignored by the nation, it shows

very strikingly the socialistic character of Hebrew

Prophetism.

After this somewhat full outline of the Hebrew

Religious Socialism, it is unnecessary to do more

than point out briefly the similar character of orig.

inal Christianity. As a scion of Judaisin, it must

needs have followed in the footsteps of its parent.

Wemiss the secret of original Christianity, if we

do not find back of that mighty spiritual revival

as mighty a social aspiration. We have perhaps

suspected the truth before our day; but we are now

getting light-as yet dim enough, however-upon

the inner character of this social movement which

was aroused by the preaching of the gospel of the

kingdom of God.

Christianity arose in an age when the mass of

men led a wretched life. In Rome, the encroach-

ment of the patricians upon the ancient common
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lands of the State had broken up the old free

farm life of Italy; while the steady growth of vast

landed estates had, in their turn, destroyed the

prosperity of the tenant farmers and revolution-

ized the social system. Crowds of dispossessed

peasants flocked to the imperial city to swell the

vast host that bade against each other in the labor

market, and to become moredependent and help-

less with each new generation. So great had be-

come the pauperism of Rome that, to keep the vast

host of discontented from open outbreak, a system

of State alms on a gigantic scale had grown up.

Slave laborwas introduced upon the farms ofItaly

in place of the old free labor ; and slaves from

every country under heaven filled the palaces of

Rome, the absolute chattels of their patrician

lords, whose heads might be forfeit for the break-

ing of a dish, who might be thrown into the fish-

pond in the garden court to feed the carps, if they

chanced to wait upon their mistresses awkwardly.

Throughout the Empire, the state of things was

quite as bad in other ways. The Provinces were

used by Rome, mainly, as so many feeders of the

patrician coffers. The subject-peoples were taxed

unmercifully, exhaustingly. Their revenues were

farmed out to court favorites and influential poli-

ticians ; and every agent in the long line, from the

Emperor down, having his own special profits to

look after, had his own private extortion to add to

the official tariff. The industry of the Empire was

prostrated, its poor were plunged in debt.

In Judea, it was as elsewhere. The demands of

the Roman State were heavy. The Emperor had

his private levies. Every procurator felt that his

fortune had to be made quickly before his office

should be lost. Herod the Great had carried out

a gigantic series ofso-called improvements at enor-

mous cost, and his court was lavish in the extreme.

Each war-and there was war all the time some-

where-laid its extortionate tax upon the people.

The land-tax alone equalled one-tenth of the corn.

There were also extra imposts when scarcity pre-

vailed, and tolls on bridges and roads and markets.

All these taxes were farmed out, yielding huge

profits to their collectors. As aconsequence, the

poor staggered under crushing burdens. These

economic conditions of society have to be taken

into consideration in trying to understand the at-

titude of Jesus toward the civilization of his day.

Such oppressions must have aroused his keenest

sympathies. That they did so is evident from the

gospel records. Making all needed allowance for

the Essenist tendencies of the Gospel which bears

the name of Luke, the fact remains that Jesus fol-

lowed in the line of "the goodly fellowship of the

prophets" in their socialistic tendencies. The gen-

eral tone of his teachings upon this point is un-

mistakable. His life confirmed his words, as he

established a little peripatetic communism among

his disciples . Prince of idealists as he was, he

taught the principles of the unworldly, unselfish

life in common, and exemplified their practice,

never pausing to care about their applicability to

the average man in the existing stage of social

development. He felt that it was for him to em-

body the human ideal, and leave it to work slowly

through the ages. The folly of translating an ideal

into a law, ethical principles into an economic

scheme, was not his mistake, but that of his fol-

lowers.

The inspiration of such a life naturally stirred

the social aspiration, which for a brief moment

triumphed over every lower force, and created

that joyous life of the first Christian community,

a religious socialism, where "all that believed had

all things common."

In that waking dream, we see the natural ex-

pression of the social spirit of the new religion.

nobler order. Every revival and renaissance has

tended to a reformation or a revolution. "And

all have failed," coolly observes the sarcastic prac-

tical man. "Yes," I reply, "as the rash blossoms

fail when tempted out in April by some summer

days ; proving thereby not that they were no

prophets of the autumn's fruitage,but only that

they were in too much of a hurry." The ideal

is to be approached only through slow, successive

steps. We cannot leap into the good time coming.

The kingdom of heaven is not to be precipitated

upon a worldly society. Civilization must ripen

gradually into the sweetness of a Brotherhood.

We cannot force Nature's seasons. Society is a

growth, and only through patient evolution can

an order be outworked in which kings shall reign

in righteousness and princes decree equity; in

which truly free peoples shall lift to the throne

of earth the holy form of Justice. One and all,

these revolutions came to naught or but reached

to partial reforms, and so they failed; but, renew-

ing themselves again and again, theyhave surely

taught us to see in them true efforts of human

nature, and to recognize back of them, in the

deep life of man out of which they have sprung,

the resistless impulse which is none other than

the will of God, sure one day of success.

crude forms, the soul ofmanwas dreaming a true

dream; through mistaken methods, it was seeking

a real ideal. The kingdom of God is not an illu-

sion, but the Divine Order slowly coming forth

upon ourhuman society. The aspiration for it is

none other than the deepest inspiration of religion.

Religion does indeed lay its foundations, deep and

firm, in a scientific basis : it towers also into a

high and noble social ideal, toward which its

life must forever strain as the plant strains toward

its flower.

If we ever find access to the buried records of

original Christianity, there is little doubt that

we shall come upon traces of many such Christian

communities, embodying a religious socialism,-

that is, a socialism not of theory, but of brotherly

impulse. One secret of the rapid spread of Chris-

tianity lay in this character of the new religion.

The oppressed free laborer and the dishonored

slave laborer of the Empire were alike restless and

discontented. Aspirations that found no vent

heaved the souls of myriads of men. Secretly,

with fear and trembling, under cover of the night,

in out-of-the-wayplaces, in cellars and catacombs,

these oppressed and despairing men came to-

gether, as by instinct, seeking the fellowship of

societies and orders, in which they should feel

themselves brother-men, out of which they should

draw present help and hope of future redress.

Secret brotherhoods sprang up as by magic

through the Empire, forming burial-clubs, secur-

ing some simple mutual assurance, celebrating a

common meal,-world-old symbol of the life in

common. Amidthis yeasty mass of social aspira-

tion, the ideas and ideals of Christianity en-

tered, with quick and astonishing results. In

those strange subterranean gatherings was whis-

pered the good news told by certain Jews of one

Christus, a carpenter's son, a Son of God, who

hadtaughtmen to live as brothers, the children

of one good and gracious All-Father, sharing with

one another his bountiful gifts, and had bidden

them to prepare for the speedy coming down

upon the weary earth of the kingdom of heaven.

ABrotherhood of the All-Father, knowing nowant

in the community wherein the rich shared their

wealth with the poor,-this was the secret good

news which, below the surface, shot electric thrills

throughout a suffering world. Into these Brother-

hoods flocked the slave and the poor freeman, the

outcast and the oppressed, everywhere. The an-

cient vision of "a good time coming," a millen-

nium of peace, prosperity, and plenty, opened

from the clouds over earth. The city of God

hung low above the wretched Roman world, as

though coming down out of the skies at last.

The taunt of the cultured classes of Pagan

Rome is explained to us. Christianity was the

III.

Under

Again that prophetic word of Mazzini rings in

our ears, as repeated through the lips of Renan,-

"The political problem is, in our own time, in-

separable from the social problem; and the social

problem is a religious one." * The historic

tendency of the social aspiration to kindle

into a religion is flaming forth once more

with an intensity never known before, at the

social aspiration raised by the leaven of the gospel | very moment when the historic tendency of the

of the kingdomof God at hand, a socialismwhose

inspiration was religion. We have forgotten the

origin of our own Christianity, which, winning

success, became the Church of the wealthy and

the noble, and buried behind it the records of its

own obscure birth.

Were there time, I might trace the working of

this religio-socialistic tendency through the after

periods of Christianity, in the monasticisms of

the Middle Ages, in the societies and orders that

rose through Europe with the first stirrings of the

new spirit which was awakening to the Reforma-

tion,-one and all seeking to embody a life in

common. I might trace, along each line of the

Reformation period, the inevitable tendency of

the new religious forces into a new social move-

ment. Our late studies of Wiclif and Luther

must have cleared before our eyes the fact of a

convergence of religious and social forces in Eng-

land and in Germany five hundred and three hun-

dred years ago, similar to that which we are now

witnessing in our own age. Lollardism and

Protestantism found a social revolution progress-

ing, and from natural sympathy drew into the

currents of those movements, feeding their forces

with the fervor of religious enthusiasm.

From the age of the Hebrew Prophets down to

our own day, every fresh creative period in the

evolution of religion has witnessed a renewed

action of the social forces toward a better and

fresh, free forces of religion toward the social

ideal is reasserting itself with an unprecedented

emphasis. The social movement which is now

mounting into a tidal wave of reform or of revolu-

tion, according as it finds yielding channels or

resisting dikes, is the cresting of a billowy agitation

which has been long gathering force in the "vasty

deep" of humanity. The political movement in

the last century burst the barriers which had

through ages restrained and repressed the social

agitation. Labor nowhas in our land the politi-

cal freedom and power which are the essential

conditions of a successful struggle for economic

improvement and for social elevation. The scien-

tific transformation of industry and trade has

precipitated upon our generation the inevitable

crisis that might otherwise have been much longer

delayed. The greatest economic reconstruction

and the most important social uplifting which

the world has yet experienced are unquestionably

now preparing. The Fourth Estate is coming

into power. Our institutions willhave to readjust

themselves to the change.

Our age is also the period in which the river

of the water of life is at length finding its natural

outlet from the artificial channels which antiquity

dug for it, and is seeking to spread itself over into

the broad fields of the secular life as the fertiliz-

ing, purifying, reconstructing force under which

*Preface to Life ofJesus.
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the desert is to blossom as the rose. Religion

must find some sphere of action for its forces.

So mighty a power cannot be inactive. In the

realm of thought, religion has overflowed the

dikes of Biblical revelation, and no longer narrows

itself to speculations upon the contents of a book.

It pours itself into the revelation of nature, and

busies itself with the contents of creation. Relig-

ious thought is found to-day wherever truth is

learned, and, being learned, leads man upon his

knees in worship of the Infinite Power and Wis-

dom. In the sphere of action, religion is no

longer shut up within the narrow confines of an

ecclesiastical kingdom of God. With the falling

away of those ancient walls which separated the

Church from the State, religion pours itself into

secular affairs, flooding them with fresh inspira-

tions, tiding through every sluggish current the

aspiration after the divine ideal of politics and

industry. The spirit which of old moved upon

the face of the waters is once more brooding over

chaos, to bring forth a beautiful order. This

action of religion is to be seen now wherever hon-

est and earnest effort is being made to lift the

life of the brute-man into the life of the spirit-

man; to rank the forces of the flesh by the forces

of the soul ; to bring economics under the author-

ity of ethics; to reveal above the natural laws

ruling in the Market the spiritual laws of the

Mount ; to lead competition on into co-operation ;

to conclude the long strife of capital and labor in

the peace of industrial partnership; and to end

the irresponsible tyrannies of the reign of Supply

and Demand in the sovereignty of conscience.

of irrigation in place of a freshet. It does not

follow that, because the aspirations of Socialism

are high, its theories must be sound; that, because

its aim is noble, its methods cannot but be wise ;

that, because its ideal is true, its schemes for realiz-

ing that ideal are practicable. It was the noblest

of our idealists who reminded us that the inspired

manmay be "the fool of ideas." Inspired fools,-

ah! we may well kneel before them in reverence,

but we may not follow them unquestioningly in

practical affairs. Even inspiration has its dangers.

Thehead must be kept level while the soul glows.

Of the highest prophet it is ever true :-

The inspiration to this transformation of society

is the mission of religion. What a grave and

weighty task ! How delicate and difficult a mis-

sion! On the one hand, this labor is clogged and

thwarted by the mighty vis inertiae of civilization.

Traditional notions, conventional theories, social

prejudices, vested interests, sacred rights of prop-

erty, these well-nigh omnipotent forces of society

form an unholy alliance, and array themselves

against such a transformation. The institutions

of religion are maintained by the very classes

whose interests are identified with the existing

order. How great the danger that the prophet's

lips may be silenced by the hand of the priest

before the altar ! The sincerest minds, under

such circumstances, cannot fail of being more or

less affected in their judgments quite uncon-

sciously. Religion may in good faith encourage

an unjust conservatism, and thus abet wrongs and

endanger its own hold upon the heir to the throne,

now coming of age, and already none too well

disposed toward the spiritual power. Here is the

opportunity for that free religion which in the

past of our country proved ready to speak forth

the unpopular word when the churches were tim-

orously silent, and which may once more fulfil its

prophetic function, and rouse the priesthood of our

land to the duty pressing upon it. But, if the

prophet would call the priest up to this task, he

must be in a hurry, or he may find his slow-going

brother already wide awake and at his work.

"The spirit of the Lord shall rest uponhim,

The spirit of wisdom and understanding,

The spirit of counsel and might,

The spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord."

The ever-recurring problem is how to surrender

one's self to the ideal, with childlike trust in its

reality, and yet not let one's self be made "the fool

of ideas" ; how to be obedient to the heavenly

vision, and yet preserve the cool judgment and the

calm wisdom of the practical man who will not

run after the pot of gold at the foot of the rain-

bow. History leaves us in no doubt that the

finest enthusiasms and the noblest aspirations may

work mischief in society, if they lack the guidance

of practical wisdom. Even conscience must not

take the bit in its teeth and plunge ahead blindly.

Simply to go ahead in the right direction too fast

is to derail progress and block the road with the

débris of ruined hopes, even if a frightful catastro-

phe be escaped. Nature moves slowly, one step at

a time. When there is an eruption such as the

French Revolution, it always means that there has

been some enforced arrest of progress, some stop-

page of the natural outlet of the volcanic forces of

society. It is only the ice blockade which makes

the mountain gorge a source of danger. The

secret of safety is steady motion.

On the other hand, there is at least an equal

danger for religion in the opposite direction.

From the fact that religion has such natural sym-

pathy with the social movement, and that its own

forces of enthusiasm and aspiration are the very

forces which are unconsciously working in Social-

ism,-from this fact it is in danger of losing itself

in this movement, of being lifted off its feet and

carried away by the popular current instead of

keeping its poise and aiding to guide the seething

waters into the channels where they may prove a

blessing and not a blight, enriching civilization

rather than impoverishing it, becoming a system

stimulating aspiration, and fearing no ill from

the action of these unchained genii of the soul.

Then must it even thus call upon the soul of man,

if it is to be true as well as free. For what

other work has it to do in the world than to bring

in the kingdom of God, to throne above the forces

of the world the eternal laws of right, to make

our earth an order, beautiful, divine? In the

preamble to the articles of association of the great

industrial company at Guise, whose fame is world-

wide, Mr. Godin makes his confession of faith,-

the Golden Rule as the law of the heavenly Father

for the human brothers. To affirm this revelation

with her most solemn sanctions, to persuade men

really to believe it, and to induce men to act upon

it, this is the mission of Religion to-day. By

whatever name it may be called, the religion

which is to lead the future is that which will give

effect to the faith which great-hearted Thomas

Hughes lately professed, and up to which he has

so bravely lived,--"We have all to learn, somehow

or other, that the first duty of man in trade, as in

other departments of human employment, is a fol-

lowing after the Golden Rule." If it can inspire

this faith, religion may contentedly leave topoliti-

cal economy the task of adjusting the relationships

of industry to this eternal law. Thus will human-

ity move safely after that ideal whose alluring

vision feeds the social movement with its religious

aspiration, climbing, step by step, out of the val-

ley where the chill shadows lie and the noxious

vapors stifle, toward the mountain brow, over

which will be seen, through the clouds, the city of

God coming down out of heaven upon earth.

As of old, in pathetic reiteration, so again the

social movement may wreck itself, if it is in too

much of a hurry, if it mistakes an ideal for a re-

form bill, if it loses the time-perspective and rushes

ahead to reach the millennium in a spurt. Its

sense of high inspiration must not cause it to

spurn the cold counsels of science. Though its

eye be on the heavenly vision, let its ear be open

to the voice of experience; and, while its head

fronts the skies, let its feet keep hard hold of the

solid earth.

With you, I rejoice to believe that man is rap-

idly moving forward into a truly free religion,-a

religion whose energies are being quite fast enough

emancipated from the tasks of building card-

houses of dogma only to be knocked over as soon

asbuilded, and of constructing sheep-folds which,

far from keeping the flocks from getting mixed,

only prompt them to jump the fences ; a religion

whose thought is to be always at home to new

knowledge, and whose forces are to follow their

natural impulse to action in the great world's

affairs, as therein discharging the true and only

service of God. In this liberation of the mighty

forces of religion for the inspiration of a nobler

civilization lies the hope of earth. That hope,

however, casts its shadow in a fear. Will religion

be wise enough to recognize its own limitations ?

While it inspires man to mount after the social

ideal, will it hearken to science as it coldly points

man to the steps he must cut, one after another,

in the glacier up which he is to climb toward the

mountain crest? Then may it trust its inspira-

tions fully, and cheer the weary toilers with its

song of "the good time coming." Then may it

fearlessly summon the ethical forces of man to

rouse for the toilsome ascent; wakening conscience,

quickening the sense of justice, stirring discontent,

No man of our race better types the spirit of

our age than Mr. Matthew Arnold. The roots of

his religion run back into the faiths of his father,

upfrom which he sucks to-day unsuspected juices,

while, in the upper air, he shakes out his branch-

ing thoughts to every wind of heaven, free as

those winds themselves. We may well look to

him to find the characteristic fruitage of religion

in these strange days; and, so looking, we cannot

mistake its nature. He writes : "The great popu-

lar ideal is an immense renovation and transfor-

mation of things, a far better and happier society

in the future than ours is now. Mixed with all

manner of alloy and false notions this ideal often

is ; yet, in itself, it is precious, it is true. And let

me observe it is also the ideal of our religion. It

is the business of our religion to make us believe

in this very ideal. It is the business of the clergy

to profess and to teach it.... This gospel (the

fundamental matter of the primitive gospel, the

'good news' which Jesus himself preached) was the

ideal of popular hope and longing, an immense

renovation and transformation of things, the king-

dom of God.... Whoever reverts to it reverts to

the primitive gospel, which is the good news of an

immense renovation and transformation of this

world by the establishment of what the Sermon on

the Mount calls 'God's Righteousness and King-

dom.'"* And, thus, Religion may apply to Social-

ism the words he wrote to a friend concerning

Republicanism :
"Godknows it, I am with you ! If to prize

Those virtues , prized and practised by too few,

But prized, but loved, but eminent in you,

Man's fundamental life ; if to despise

"Thebarren optimistic sophistries

Ofcomfortable moles, whomwhat theydo

Teaches the limit of the just and true

(And for such doing they require no eyes) ;

"If sadness at the long heart-wasting show

Wherein earth's great ones are disquieted;

Ifthoughts, not idle, while before me flow

"The armies of the homeless and unfed,-

If these are yours, if this is what you are,

Then I amyours, and what you feel I share."

*Essays on Church and Religion,p. 170.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

ORTHODOXY AT SEA.

Editors of The Index:-

Never has the faith of the Fathers appeared in a

more unfavorable light than during the last trip of

the good ship "Catalonia," of the Cunard line; for we

had seven ministers aboard, and we had a fair chance

of seeing exactly what Orthodoxy meant.

Wehad over two hundred steerage passengers, and

among them some of the strangest faces and the

saddest stories that ever crossed the sea . There

were men returning to the "old country" who had

made a failure of life in America, and women going

home to find shelter with the friends of their child-

hood. There was a party of millhands from Worces-

ter, Mass. , consisting of some twenty-two women

(nearly all English), who were going across to revisit

their old homes, for a summer vacation. They were

all neighbors in Worcester, and members of the

Episcopal church, good singers, and well-mannered

folk. The Irish were well represented; and the

Romish element was very strong, though the domi-

nant faith seemed to be a careless Methodism. Every-

body aboard seemed to be familiar with Moody's and

Sankey's hymns, and we were soon at home with

one another on that basis.

We left Boston Harbor on Saturday afternoon; and

on Sunday nearly everybody was seasick, saints

and sinners alike. Preachers and people all seemed

under the curse, with a few sinful exceptions .

Early in the week, however, thanks to a smooth

sea, the sickness passed away, appetites returned, and

we began to enjoy ourselves. We played all sorts

of games, got up a dance on deck, and did the best

wecould for one another; but no preacher ever put in

a word, no word of prayer, no grace before meat, no

sign of Christianity, and only one "outward and visi-

ble sign" in the shape of a white necktie, to tell of

the ministers we were bearing across to preach to the

English people. I found that several of these preach-

ers were going across under the auspices of the Ad-

vent Church; and they appeared to be fair representa-

tives of the craze that had the people, with white

robes on, waiting on the hillsides, in the State of

Maine, a few weeks ago, for they were as ignorant

and crude as men could be. One of them was a

brown-whiskered little man, with a long leg and a

short one, and a celluloid collar which had once been

white; but long service had turned it yellow and

cracked its once fair surface. As the sailors knew

naught of celluloid, they said it was a "second-hand

paper collar" ; and, as he wore no necktie with it, he

had a most unkempt, corner-loafer look. Another

one looked like a burly Western farmer; while a

third was like one of those gaunt sea captains one

meets round Nantucket, who has had command of a

schooner in the far-away past, and has lived ever

since on that glory. Poor, gray, gaunt, old man!

Another was a dark faced man, who wore glasses ,

and seemed to carry the brains of the crowd; but he

had a thin, tin- whistle sort of a voice, that was ex-

ceedingly disagreeable. Another was a quiet, gray-

bearded old man, a member of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church, who was going to his native country for

his health. Then we had Brooke Herford, too, who

was the man who wore a white tie, and was the only

clerical-looking man aboard. How many of these

people were "Advents," we never found out; but one

thing we did discover, and that was that they hated

each other with a perfect hatred; and, though they

soon discovered my lack of "faith," and some of them

"strove with" me, yet the "Advents" informed me

in strict confidence that the "Orthodox" hated them

more than they did such as I. Soon, I found that,

while the Romanists were willing to bear with me,

they hated the preachers heartily, and would very

willingly have burned every one of them; but, alas !

the days of burning the heretic have passed away,

even though the spirit still lingers with us. When it

came to Wednesday, and we had tried a great many

schemes to pass the time, it seemed advisable that we

should have some preaching, especially as many of

the poor steerage passenger women seemed anx-

ious for it, and said bitter things against the parsons

for their neglect. So I said to the little man with the

celluloid collar what I thought concerning the neg-

lect of the clergy; and he made agreat many excuses,

but said he would willingly preach the "Word" on

the morrow, if I would first give a lecture on science.

I agreed to that, and invited the parsons down to

the "intermediate" cabin, where we had as pleasant

and attentive an audience as any mancould desire.

Atthe close, we had akind ofa concert, and the very

jolliest sort of an evening. The parsons were so de-

lighted that they beamed all over, and promised to

preachwhenever we would let them. The next night,

wehad afull house; for we invited the steerage pas-

sengers as well as the saloon, and the preachers were

there in force. I led the singing and acted as usher,

enjoying the position. The little celluloid preacher

then"opened the Word," and gave us one of the most

diaphanous sermons to which I ever listened. To say

it was thin fails to express it; for it was both ungram-

matical and illogical, the production of an ignorant

mind and the outcome of a false and foolish creed.

At the close, I said, "We have seven preachers

aboard, and this meeting has shownthem how will-

ing every one is to hear the gospel preached, so we

will have preaching on deck at three o'clock to-morrow

afternoon," to which the preachers assented; but

they soon showed the cloven hoof by putting it to

the vote as to whether we would prefer it in the inter-

mediate cabin or on deck. I spoke for the company,

and said we wanted no more preaching in our cabin

at present, but, when we did, we would send for

them. Whereupon, they attacked me with a virulence

worthy of the Middle Ages, and called me terrible

names. One of them accused me of being an "in-

fidel," which seems to be a terrible epithet to the

ignorant mind; but it amused the intelligent part of

the community, and I offered to fight the matter out

on its merits on deck, and the "intermediates" hur-

rahed. So the parsons retired, and we were masters of

the situation. We resolved, almost unanimously, that

wewould have no more preaching in our cabin; and

we kept the resolution, too. We had concerts and

lectures and little "tea-parties," but no more preach-

ing. The next day, the parsons were all very civil .

So I offered to help themhold services on deck. The

girls from Worcester made an excellent choir, and all

who desired to hear gathered round ; and the first

service on deck was a great success.

Fancy the grandeur of the opportunity ! A great

steamer ploughing her way through the rippling ,

emerald sea; overhead, a cloud-bespangled blue sky;

and all around us the ring where sky and sea meet,

with its voiceless suggestion of infinity, while the

thought would come to every one that only an iron

plate stood between us and eternity, that only the

thin shell of the steamer was between us and the

fathomless depths of the broad Atlantic. Surely, no

preacher could desire a more fitting place to preach

the gospel which tells of a life beyond this life, of

time and a place when death and sorrow should be

no more; for in no place in the world are human

hearts more susceptible to the supernatural than on

the sea, for there man feelsh is utter helplessness and

his littleness . For the sea and sky proclaim their

vastness; and the ship, which seemed so large and

powerful as it lay beside the works of man in the

harbor, dwindles to a mere cockle-shell tossed on the

restless sea and measured by the sun and the sky .

There we sat, then, to hear the "old, old story";

and never could preacher find a better field on which

to sow good seed, inasmuch as there were weary men

andwomen there to whom life had proved a blank,

and for whom earthly things seemed to have lost

their charm . They were far from friends and home,

far from the lures and pitfalls of daily life, and sur-

rounded by every influence which would lead them

toward the "gospel of God." The men and women

sat quietly around on chairs and stools, on hatches

and "spare spars." Some sat or reclined on the clean

white deck, while the little children tossed and tum-

bled and crowed all among them; and even the

Romanists, with their degraded faces and the mark

of the priest in their sneer, came and stood quietly

round to hear what these men had to say, and they

missed their opportunity !

Instead of preaching that "everlasting gospel"

which appeals to all hearts, and has forever appealed

to mankind, both "Greek and barbarian, bond and

free," they preached their poor little creed, and

talked about the vision of Daniel and the bear that

carried its own ribs in its mouth, and of the dyspeptic

vision of John after he had eaten the book, and the

fashion of this world after it shall have been "re-

newed," andwe shall all have gotten new forms onthe

recooked earth. Never, surely, was so grand anoppor-

tunity thrown so wilfully away ! They have tried i

several meetings since, and I have led the singing, for

Iamwilling that all should have a good time in their

ownway; but, from that time,we have had very poor

meetings, for ignorant people have an instinct which

makes them keen critics of asermon. So the parsons

have about come to the conclusion which a parson's

wife expressed. Her husband had not been asked to

"speak his piece," andaman asked her why her hus-

banddidn't preach, and she answered that he didn't

want to "cast pearls before swine." Which saying

hasgone forth amid the "swine" and has done more

harm than all the preaching has done good. Now, it

wouldseem that the most godless people on the ship

were the best-hearted and the truest; for, while the

"people of God" have made it hot for one another,

the"sons of Belial" have grown to love the little chil-

dren aboard, and have tried to make it pleasant for

everybody, and the "infidels" came out of the ordeal

of a sea trip with the cleanest records. And the net

results of the voyage of the good ship "Catalonia"

seem to have proven that the less creed a man has,

the better neighbor will he be. I can honestly say

that the best-hearted, truest, noblest men I met

aboard that steamer were the men who had the least

ofwhat is commonly called religion; and the meanest

were among the self-styled followers of the "lowly

Nazarene."

RESPICE FINEM !

PETER ANNET.

For The Index.

[Addressedto the recent Papal Encyclical against So-

cialism.]

What is threat of death to him

Whohath conquered dragons dim ?

What charms in thine idle words

Stay the wings of wandering birds ?

Life is won of battle's fire,

Law is wrought of chaos dire:

Rose offields unkempt of man

Hath its orbit inthe plan.

On and on, unshaken, real,

Lights of wiser-motive steal;

Agesgo, and prophets last

Smiling on the dangers past:

What is threat of death or hate

To the children loved of fate ?

Thou, O Chant, couldst wiser hail

Time to change its written tale !

Everyhour of cosmic pain

Manhath turned to sweeter gain

Bids thee hold thy peace, and find

Lessons in the days behind!

HORACE L. TRAUBEL.

THE Popular Science Monthly for July opens with

"AGreat Winter Sanitarium for the American Conti-

nent," by Prof. E. B. Trankland, F.R.S. The other

articles are , "Recent Progress in Aerial Navigation,"

by Prof. W. Le Conte Stevens (illustrated); "Archæo-

logical Frauds," by Charles C. Abbott, M.D.; "Rail-

roads, Telegraphs, and Civilization," by Herr C. Her-

zog; "Diet in Relation to Age and Activity," by Sir

H. Thompson; "An Experience with Opium," by

S. T. Morton; "Some Self-made Astronomers," by E.

Lagrange; "On Leaves," by Sir John Lubbock (il-

lustrated); "Earthquake Phenomena," by Ralph S.

Tarr; " Curiosities of Star-fish Life," by F. A. Fer-

nald (illustrated) ; "Ethics and the Development The-

ory," by Georg von Gitzycki; "Moths and Moth-

catchers," II., by Augustus R. Grote, A.M.; "Hy-

giene of the Aged," by L. H. Watson, M.D.; "The

Oldest Air-breathers" (illustrated); "Sketch of Prof.

S. P. Langley," by Edward S. Holden (with portrait);

"Editor's Table," literary notices, popular miscellany,

notes.

A SEASIDE RETREAT.

Ocean Cottage, on Horseneck Beach, is situated about

thirteen miles south-west fromNew Bedford on the open

sea. Those wishing a pleasant and quiet summer resort,

with all the accommodations of a first-class hotel without

the restraints of a fashionable watering place, will be

pleased with our home. We have one of the finest beaches

in the country, with the surf at our door; excellent bath-

ing and fishing; an inlet close by for those wishing to sail

in smooth waters. Seldom anymosquitoes about the hotel.

For particulars, address JOSIAH WOOD,

No. 84ALLEN ST., NEW BEDFORD, MASS,
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:

Book for every

woman. AliceB.

Stockham, M. D.

TOKOLOGY J. HART & CO. ,A COMPLETE LADIES' CUIDE.

20,000 Sold in Little Over a Year.it ACENTS

onthe market. "The very best book to put into

the hands of a girl or woman."-E. M. HALE, M. D.

Cloth, postpaid $200 ; Morocco, $2.50. Circulars Free.

Sanitary Pub. Co. , 159 La Salle St. , Chicago, III.

AGENTS WANTED for

Twenty Years of Congress,

1861-1881,

byJames G. Blaine.

Hon. J. S. Wise of Va, says :

"Whoever takes it up, no matter
whetherhebe Mr. Blaine's friend

orenemy,will neverput it down

untilhehas read the whole."

Agentsmake from $200 to

$1000 permonth. Address,

The Henry Bill Pub. Co.,

Norwich, Conn.

H. T. MARSHALL'S

PATENT

ADJUSTABLE

LACE

CONGRESS

MARSH
ALL'S

PAT.
MAY13,18

84.

BANKERS,

Doylestown , Pa.

Draw Bills of Exchange on England, Ire-

land, and other points in Europe. Agency

for the American Line of Steamers .

Is easily adjusted to fit any instep or ankle at
any time, and will not uncomfortably draw

the ankle, like ordinary congress. It has the

stylish appearance of a lace boot and all the
convenience of any congress in putting on or

off the foot. Marshall's Pat. Pat'd May 13,

1884, woven in the front strap or stamped on

the shank of each shoe. If your dealer does
not keep them, send postal for directions how

to get them to the Patentee and Manufacturer
of Men's, Boys' , and Youth's Fine Boots and

Shoes. Tennis Shoe for Ladies and Gents a

specialty.
H. T. MARSHALL,

BROCKTON, MASS.

PIC-NIC
SUGGESTIONS .
Book now in press. Suggestions

zor Sunday-school picnica, cxeur-

sions, etc., from experienced Sun-

„ OLD THEOLOGY”

day-schoolworkers fromvarious sections, both cityand country.

Replete with valuable hints. Worth many times its costto

freeto any one sending us names of Superintendents of all

Superintendent, Price, postpaid, 25c., or will send

Sunday- schoo's in hisplace. Address, DAVID C. COOK
PUB, CO., 18 & 15 Washington St., Chicago.

The Secret of the East ;
OR,

FOR THE

Healing of the Sick.
BY

E. J. ARENS .

Explains the Healing and Teaching ofJesus,

theCreationofthe Soul, the Origin of Matter,
andtheRelation whichthe Soulholds toGod.

The Origin of the Christian Religion
and the Significance of its

Rise and Decline.

By FELIX L. OSWALD, M.D.

Handsomelybound in cloth. Price $1.00.

For Sale by THE AUTHOR,

33 Union Park, Boston, Mass.;

Dr. GEO. E. WHIPPLE,

TO CAPITALISTS.

For Investments or Loans, write to

J. M. LINDLEY,

REAL ESTATE AGENT,

BOZEMAN, MONTANA.

TRACTS.

No. 1.-Truths for the Times, by F. E.

Abbot, contains the "Fifty Affirmations"

and"ModernPrinciples. " This especially
has received great commendation from

most distinguished men for the logical
clearness of its statements . New Edition.

Price 10 cents ; 12 copies, $1.00

No. 2.-Fear of the LivingGod, by O. B.
Frothingham, exposes thedebasing char-

acter of the popular notions of God, and

presents conceptions of him that are wor-

thy of the nineteenth century. New edi-

tion. Price 5 cents; 12 copies,50 cents.

No. 3.-Lecture on the Bible, bythe Rev.

Charles Voysey, of England, is an over

whelming demonstration of the imperfec-

tions and errors of the Bible, both in the
Old and the New Testaments. New Edi-

tion . Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

26 Chest. Av. , Jersey City Hits, N.J.; No. 4.-Christian Propagandism, by F.
Dr. GEO. B. CHARLES,

Central Music Hall, Chicago, III.

318 Pages. Price $1.15.

THE

COLEGROVE BOOK CO. ,
135 Wabash Ave., Chicago.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

E.Abbot, is an exposure of the weakness,

costliness, and inefficiency of the System
of Foreign Missions. Full of Figures,

Facts, and Interesting Extracts. Price 10

cents; 12copies, $1.00 .

No. 5. "God in the Constitution," by

AFEW COPIES of The Spirit of the New
Testament : The Revelation of the

Mission of Christ, by A WOMAN, have

been left for sale at this office, and canbe

had upon application. Price, cloth, $1.25,

postage 13 cts.; in paper covers, $1.00, post-

age10 cts.

Address THE INDEX,

T

44Boylston Street,Boston,Mass.

THE PATRONAGE of the liberal adver-

tising public is respectfully solicited for

THE INDEX. Though the paper must not be

held responsible for any statements made

by advertisers, the attempt willbehonestly
made to keep the advertising pages in en-

tireharmony with its general characterand

principles . To this end, all improper or

blind" advertisements, all quack adver-
tisements, and all advertisements believed

to be fraudulent or unjust to any one, will
be excluded from these columns.

ADVERTISING RATES .

"

For 1 to 12 Insertions, .

"13 " 25

"26 " 51

" 52
"

10c. perline.

8c. “ "

6c. "

5с.
"

"

"

Onhalf-column advertisements, a discount

of 10 per cent. will be made; on full-column

advertisements, a discount of 25percent.

paid in advance, a further discount of25per
tcent. on theote above calculated, will,

bemade.

On all advertisements for which cash is

Rev. Arthur B. Bradford, opposes the RELIGIO - PHILOSOPHICAL
United States Constitution.Price 10 cents;

12 copies , $1.00.

No. 6. "The Sabbath," by Parker Pills-

bury,denounces Sabbatarian superstition.

New Edition. Price 10 cents; 12 copies,
$1.00.

Booksellers and Stationers. No. 7- Compulsory Education," by

Catalogues of new and standard books

willbe sent to any address without charge.
Illustrated list of works ofAmerican authors

sent on receipt of 4 cents in stamps.

N.B. The prices quoted in the catalogues

whichwe send out are the PUBLISHERS RE-

TAIL PRICES. These, unless marked net, are

subject to a uniform discount of TWENTY
PER CENT. to individual buyers. Special

terms are offered to the trade and to public

libraries. Any book in print will be sent by

mail on receiptofthe net price, with enough

added to cover postage, at the rate of one

cent for each two ounces. The postage on

an ordinary 16mo book is about ten cents,

and other sizes in proportion. Orders by

mail are especially solicited, and will receive

promptand careful attention. Liberal books

a specialty, our store being the Western

agency for the publications of GEO. H.

ELLIS and the AMERICAN UNITARIANASSO-

"The work covers a great amount of crit-

ical and historical ground independently of

the Buddhistic analogies; it is in fact a vig-

orous, uncompromising outline of Christian

history, with all the weakness and wicked-

ness mercilessly dragged into daylight....

The case against the Christian Church is a

marvellously strong one. The superstitions

and miseries of mediævalism, the woes,

tortures,burnings, rackings, and brutalities

accomplished in the name of Christianity,

are set in blackest array. The Nature-wor-

ship of the paganGreeks andRomans is set
in contrast. Nor is Dr. Oswald very gener-

ous in admission of improvement in con-

temporary Christianity. To him, it is a

hurtful supernaturalism, impeding science,

diffusing pessimism, promoting hypocrisy,

and repressing the physical nature. His

book is remarkably well written, brilliantly

concise in style, and, aside from its special
theories, of considerable scientific and his-

toric value."-Boston Evening Transcript.

CIATION.

PUBLICATIONS

OF THE

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION.

Sentbymail, postpaid, on receipt of price

by the INDEX ASSOCIATION, 44 Boylston

Street, Boston, Mass.

Travels in Faith from

Tradition to Reason.

By ROBERT C. ADAMS.

Freedomand Fellowship in Religion.

Avolume of ten essays upon speculative
and practical problems of religion, by

D.A.Wasson, Samuel Longfellow, Samuel

Johnson, John Weiss, W. J. Potter, F. E.

Abbot, O. B. Frothingham, J. W. Chad-

wick, T. W. Higginson, and Mrs. E. D.

Cheney, and extracts from Addresses by

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Lucretia Mott,

Robert Dale Owen, Dr. Bartol, Wendell

Phillips, Rabbi Wise, Horace Seaver, A. B.

Alcott, Lucy Stone, Charles H. Malcom,

JuliaWard Howe, and others,-all given

on the platform of the Free Religious As-

sociation. Price (reduced) $1.50.

For sale at THE INDEX office. Price $1.25.

Man ---Whence and Whither ?

F. E. Abbot, maintains the right of every

child to be educated, and the duty of the

State to ensure it an education. Price 5

cents; 12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 8.-The Present Heaven, by O. B.

Frothingham, treats of a subject that in-

terests everybody. New Edition. Price 5

cents;12 copies, 50cents.

Reports of Annual Conventions of

Free Religious Association, from

1872 to 1879 inclusive. These contain es-

says and addresses by the various dis-

tinguished men and women who have

spoken on the Free Religious platform,

together with yearly reports of the Exec-
utive Committee. 10 cts. each.

By RICHARD B. WESTBROOK, D.D., LL.B.

Price $1.00.

For sale at THE INDEX office .

TRACTS.

No. 9.-The Christian Amendment,by
F.E. Abbot, shows the dangerous charac-

ter of the attempt to interpolate the Exan-

gelical Christian Creed in the U. S. Consti-

tution. Price 5 cents ,12 copies, 50 cents.

No. 10. The Impeachment of Chris-
tianity, by F. E. Abbot. Sixth Ten Thou-

sand. Sent for free distribution toany one

whowill distribute it, in packages of from
fiveto onehundred copies .

I. Taxation of Church Property, by

James Parton. 5 cts.; ten, 30 cts .;

onehundred, $1.50.

No. 11. The God of Science,by F. E. Ab-

bot, attempts to show the real influence

of modern science upon the idea of God.

Price 10cents; 12 copies, $1.00.

No. 12.-Is Romanism Real Christian-

ity? Two essays by Francis W. Newman

and F.E.Abbot. Price 10 cents; 12 copies,

$1.00.

No. 13.-Ou the Vision of Heaven, by

JOURNAL.

Established in 1865.

A Paper for all who Sincerely and

Intelligently Seek Truth with-

out regard to Sect or Party.

TheJOURNAL, in the estimation of alarge

proportion of the leading authorities on

Spiritualism, stands pre-eminent as a fear-

less , independent, judicially fair advocate of

Spiritualism. It has received more general

notice, and more frequent and higher com-
mendations from intelligent sources,regard-

less of sect or party, than any other Spirit-

ualist or liberal paper ever published: the
records will confirm this.

mitted to the Scientific Method in its treat-
The JOURNAL is uncompromisingly com-

ment of the Phenomena of Spiritualism,

being fully assured that this is the onlysafe

ground on which tostand.

The JOURNAL is unsectarian, non-parti-

san, thoroughly independent, never neutral,

wholly free from cliques andclans.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION :

One Copy One Year,

One Copy Six Months ,

$2.50

- $1.25

Specimen Copy Sent Free.

Address all letters and communications to
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