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SUPERSTITIOIN.
By Geo. Harris, LL.D., F.S. A,

ONE of our enlightened and sanguine contemporaries, who ought
surely to be deemed far in advance of his age, has lately ventured
to assure us that old superstitions (like old pcople) are fast dying
out, so that in a short time there will be none of them left.
Superstitions, however, like old people, are apt to crop up, so
that as they die off fresh ones appear on the stage of life. Not
only, however, are new superstitions constantly springing up;
but old superstitions do not appear to us to be quite so ready
to die off as are old people, and the former seem to boast of a
good deal more vitality than the latter. Our contemporary
speaks of the superstition respecting Friday as having become
extinct, and asserts that sailors no longer refuse to go to sea on
Friday. Be this as it may, we know that when any great
catastrophe has befallen a vessel of late, as in the case of the
London, the Captain and others, sailors have at once recollected,
or believed that they recollected, that the unfortunate ship
sailed on a Friday. Has Mr Plimsoll’s attention ever been
called to this department of danger attendant on nautical ex-
peditions ? Then again as regards Friday, the superstition, if so
it may be called, that attaches to commencing any important
matter on a Friday, is as rife as ever. Marriages on Friday, as
may be seen by a perusal of the daily wedding list inthe Ttmes,
are as generally and carefully avoided as they were even in the
darkest days of superstition. Our contemporary tells us that the
introduction of steam travelling has almost done away with
superstition, and that ghosts never appear in railway carriages,
or in the precincts of railways. Not very long ago, however,
the Newspapers reported that a spectre had been frequently seen
in a first class carriage of an express train on the London and
North Western Railway; besides which the most exciting
account of an apparition in recent times was at Willington, near
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, in a house close to the viaduct of the
Newcastle and Shields Railway, as also to a large steam corn
mill.

Cases relating to witcheraft have recently, several times,formed
the subject of investigation both before benches of magistrates,
and judges at assizes, as have some of fortune telling. Advertise-
ments are inserted in the London newspapers by persons living
in this great metropolis who undertake to calculate the nativities
of people at particular charges, which may be paid for in
postage stamps.

Haunted houses, too, are as abundant as ever they were, and
not- only in obscure, out-of-the-way spots, but in the prominent
thoroughfares and stately squares of London. Cases of asserted
s{pﬂ‘itions are also now as common as ever ; while some of
the vagaries of Spiritualism, including here spirit rapping and
table turning, which is a new form of superstition that has but
recently sprung up, and may amply supply the place of any that

are dying out, bid fair to rival, if not to eclipse, the older super
stitions which may be thought to be growing decrepid.

Perhaps, however, the most remarkable fact connected with
what is generally termed superstition in the present day, is the
co-existence, and that to a very large extent, of credulity and
incredulity. Spiritualism and Materialism both obtain credence
together ; and of the two, probably Materialism, which is the
most widespread, especially among scientific men, is the graver
error, and the more irrational,

“ Indeed, according to the literal theory of cortain of the Spiritualists
who believe that people after their death still continue, as before, to
hold converse with the world, and even with its everyday concerns,
man nover really dies ; while, according to the materialists—who would
deprive ug of soul as well as of future existence, and all that essentially
constitutes an intelligent, spiritual, and immortal being—manis never
really alive.” ® . .

Considering these opposite phases of superstition, it will not
unfrequently be found, strange as it may seem, that diametrically
opposed as they are to each other, one very often springs out of,
and is the offspring of, the other. Thus the extreme doctrine of
the absolute immateriality of the soul, gave birth to, and was the
actual parent of, materialisni.

It is probably owing, on the one hand. to the atsence of any definite
or satisfactory theory as to the nature, qualities, attributes, and powers
of the soul; and to the attempt to reduce it to a mere abstract nonentity
as a purely immaterial being, on the other ; that materialism is taking
80 deop a root at the present day. Doubt having been thrown on the
very existence of a Spiritual Being, material agency has been almost
necessarily resorted to to supply its place.” ¢

Materialism, as it is professed by many at the present day,
some of whom put forth pretences to high philosophical attain-
ments and scientific acquirements, is in reality as much a super-
stition, and is decidedly in several respects more unphilosophical
than is Spiritualism, of which it is the opposite, and might be
called the counterpart.  Spiritualism indeed may fairly lay
claim to rank as a science as regards its first principles, however
itmaybe deemed to have degenerated\into a superstition as regards
the practical application of them. It has, doubtless, being
degraded by the attempts to turn it into a money-making specula-
tion, and the exaggerations and deceptions which have been
resorted to to make it succeed in this way. Upon a sound and real
foundation, a superstructure of falsehood and imposition has
been erected, whereby the stabiliti of the whole edifice has been
impaired. Be all this as it may, there can be no doubt that from
the influences of superstition, very few, even in our day, and
among the enlightened and well educated, are entirely exempt.
The belief in the ill-luck attached to Friday, in a variety of-ways,
has a secret, if not an open and avowed influence, with a vast
number. How many refuse to sit down in a party of thirteen
at a dinner table ? Presentiments, too, of every kind are con-
stantly passing through the minds of different people. In what

* Harris's %Treatise on Man.” Vol. L, p. 140,
+Harris’s “ Treatise on Man.” Preface, p. xiii.
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manner are these superstitious feelings excited within us 7 And
whence is the origin of the general belief in supernatural
phenomena ? Does it arise from mere timidity, or is it caused
by something existing in the nature of man, which influences so
many in the same way, and impels each mind in the same direc-
tion 7 Moreover, if certain of the appearances in (uestion have
been observed so frequently, and have had so many accredited
witnesses of their occurrence, surely the proof of them ought to
be’ sufficiently solid and satisfactory to assure persons of
education’ and reason that they do really exist.

Formany ages in the earlier stages of the world, mankind
were too much inclined to superstition of every kind, and to be
looking out ‘for supernatural manifestations, and spiritual

visitations ; while it can hardly be denied that in the present T

age, they have gone as far into the opposite extreme, possibly
from thie reaction caused by a consciousness of the folly of the
former ‘i)roceeding, and that they are now a great deal too much
disposed to regard material objects only, and the influence and
operation of matter, and to disregard wholly whatever has to
do with spirit and its manifestations. Hence may be traced one
of the leading causes of the prevalence of materialism so com-
mon among us. We think only of the body and what is visible ;
we disregard and neglect the soul, and whatever is not per-
ceived or intangible.

It 18 not indeed extravagant to assert that a total disbelief in
what are, perhaps incorrectly, termed supernatural visitations
of any kind, is as irrational and unphilosophical as the extra-
ordinary credulity with regard to them entertained by our fore-
fathers two hundroed "years ago. They exalted mere shadows
into spiritual beings; we degrade spiritual beings into mere
shadows.

We may here remark that the term supernatural, when applied
to spiritual beings or visitations, is so far incorrect as it implies
that all such beings arc out of the course of, or contrary to,
nature ; whereas they are in reality not actually contrary to
niature, but only to that order and course of it which is within
our everyday experience. They are as much in reality a part
of nature’s system as is the motion of the planets and other
hatural phenomena, -of which we have constant proof.

Nevertheless, as regards the origin of superstition itself—

¢ The proneness of the imagination occasionally to lead us astray, is
ovinced inthe case of ita fondness for inventions of a superstitious nature,
whiclr are even‘miore attractive to tho mind than is strict naked truth.
For whilo in theinvestigation of tho latter, we are confined to the severe
exoroise of thae understanding and the reason, in the pursuit of the for-
mer the imugination is allowed to have full play; and instead of being
checked or restrained, tho mind is permitted to revel abroad,and to
follow, asit likes, its own devices.” *

Sir. Walter Scott has remarked that the general, or, as it may
be termed, the universal belief—

¢In the existence of spirits separated from the incumbrance and in-
capacities of the body, is grounded on the conaciousness of tho divinity

‘that speaksin our hosoms, and demonstrates to all men, except the few

who are hardened to the colestial voice that there is within us a portion
of tho divine yuhstance which is not subject to the law of death and dis-
solution y but which, when the body is no longer fit for its abodo, shall
Beek its ownplace, as a sentinel dismissed from his post.” 4

It was remarked by Addison, that—

“Thoey wre more excusablo who Lelieve in apparitions, than those who
reject all extraordinary visitations of this kind contrary to tho reports of

“allhistorians, sacred and profane,ancient and modern, and to the tradi-
.tions of all nations ; and think tho appearances of spirits are fabulous

and groundless.” {

.. The main difliculty, however, in al! cases of this kind, is the

determination in a distinct, fair, and satisfactory manner, of the
evidence that ought to be admitted and required as sufficient to
established the truth of supposed visitations of the nature re-
ferred to, and to which we now propose to call the attention of

,our readers, and which is, indeed, the most im ortant, and per-
‘haps also the most interesting point embrace({)

aps al by the present
discussion. .

. If visitations of the sort here supposed did actually occur with

‘nwore or less frequency many ages ago, of which the assertions,
if mot the proofs, are very nunerous, is there any reason to sup-
pose that the order of the world has so changed that they do not
exist at all in our day? A general, if not universal belief in these

* « Harri's Treatiso on Man,” Vol IL. p 333
1 “ Demonology and Witcheraft,” p. 4,
1 “Spectator.”™

things affords some foundation for uiescing in the truth of
them ; so far as this general belief imies a number of witnesses
of them, and & very extensive, if not accurate inquiry into the
circumstances attendant upon them, and which obtained credit
for the visitation. On the other hand, the stranger and more
contrary to our own ideas and experience is any occurrence of
this description, the more decisive and unequivocal should be
the proof that is required to satisfy us of its reality. Has such
evidence in any supposed well-authenticated case been afforded ?
And is it possible to reduce the tests which should here be
resorted to into a certain order or system, so as to render them
applicable, generally, in enquiries of this kind ¢

Superstition has hitherto revelled here, while Science has in
vain endeavoured to make her voice heard, or to draw any sound
conclusions on the subject. Philosophers, satirists, and poets
have alike found food for the exercise of their various and widely
differing powers. Our ablest scientific men have here been pre-
plexed, and have been, as yet, able to afford no certain and
satisfactory solution of the mystery. Our poets have been some-
what more fortunate, so far as the subject has seemed strongly
to stimulate their genius. And Shakespeare, 8o great in poetry,
80 {)erfect in his knowledge of human nature, was supreme
it? his descriptions and characters of spiritual and supernatural

eings.

The very important question then presents itself to our minds
whether there are not certain tests which may be fairly applied
to prove the reality or the falsehood of these visitations; and,
in the next place, what ought to be resorted to and to be
admitted as proper tests for this purpose ? Few topics are more
interesting than that which is now submitted for consideration,
or more worthy of the attention of the sincere and candid searcher
after truth.

Subjects of this kind have indeed already and several times
occupied the attention of men of distinguished scientific acquire-
ments : but we are not aware that any systematic effort has
hitherto been made to specify, or to define and classify, these
tests. If we can succeed in the attempt, or make any reasonable
progress towards its accomplishment, we shall have rendered no
mean service to the cause of real science. Something, indeed,
will be attained, and that of no mean importance, if we can only
agree as to some satisfactory tests that may be applied. A
foundation for our procceedings will, at any rate, have then
been laid, and further operations may be directed both to ascer-
tain their soundness andP to render them more effective. Indeed,
it is noslight matter on entering upon any great undertaking, to
have decided on a definite plan of action, more especially in a
case where nothing of this kind has been attempted before.

Under the somewhat comprehensive term, ‘¢ supernatural
phenomena,” we may not improperly include the following real
or supposed appearances or communications of a spiritual or
supernatural order :—1. Ghosts or apparitions, including the
visible appearance of some spiritual being. 2. Supernatural
communications, including voices or sounds supposed to convey
intelligence, as also what are ordinarily termed ‘spirit rappings.”
3. Dreams in which some supernatural communication is sup-
posed to have been made. .

I. With respect to the case of apparitions we may venture
to lay down that the mere circumstance of a person, however,
truthful he may be, asserting that he has seen a ghost, can be
admitted as no positive proof of the fact, inasmuch as the senses
are constantly liable to be deceived ; and disease, more especially
of the digestive organs, has been productive of endless delusions,
to say nothing of the attempts at imposture, and the effects
wrought by superstition and a disordered imagination. Many a
stump in the twilight has been mistaken for a spectre, and gaseous
luminous exhalations in graveyards have frequently passed
current for apparitions of the spirits of those who there lay
interred.

As regards, therefore, the tests applicable to the reality of an
apparition which has been asserted to have been seen by any per-
son, the following principles may be laid down. When such an
apparition is said to have been heard as well as seen, this is some
although by no means conclusive, proof of itsreality, as it is less
likely that two of the senses should be out of order, or should at
once deceive us, than that only one of them should be in that
condition, Besides, what is the use of a ghost appearing unless
he has something to say, and that as to the purport of his visit ?
So also when the apparition is asserted to have been seen by two
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or more persons instead of by one only, and on separate occasions,
there is, of course, a much stronger ground for believing the
story than if one individual only said that he had seen it; not
only because two witnesses are in every case better than one,
but for the still more satisfactory reason that two or more per-
sons are not likely to be at once labouring under false im-
pressions of the senses, or a disordered imagination. In all
these cases a great deal must, of course, depend on the character,
state of mind, and condition as to health of the parties. So also
the time at which the apparition presented itself may have some
influence in determining the credit to bs given to it. An
apparition seen at midday would command considerably more
beliof than one witnessed at midnight.  If, again, an animal—
a dog, for instance, accompanying the person who sees the
apparition,—gives token of the presence of svme supernatural
being, either by its cries, or by exhibiting unusual symptoms of
terror as is alleged to have happened in some avowedly well-
authenticated cascs of apparition, this must undoubtedly be re-
garded as a strong additional proof of the reality of its appear-
ance, and that no mere illusion of the senses occasioned a belief
in its existence. If, moreover, other individuals, and those of
character and intelligence, are consulted at the time about the
supposed appearance of a ghost and are convinced of the sincerity
and rationality of those who assert that they have seen one, this
may be considered to be at any rate some corroburation of
their testimony.

Another decisive confirmation of the reality of a supernatural
visitation of this kind is when some important fact with which the
person who narrates the circumstance could not have become
acquainted in the ordinary course of things, is communicated by
it ; as in the case of the intelligence of the death of someone in
a foreign country at the precise moment when the apparition
presented itself and made the announcement ; the detection of
a murder by communicating where the body lay concealed, the
discovery of hidden treasure, or the foretelling of an im-
portant event, which actually happens in the exact way
predicted.

II. With regard to supernatural communications through
certain noises, by means of which intelligence of an important
kind that could not be conveyed in any other way, is supposed
to be obtained ; the ear is the organ here exerted, whether
voices, or what are termed spirit rappings, constitute the medium
employed. Of this class, also, are the sounds which are sup-
posed to indicate the fact of a house being haunted. Perhaps no
organ is so likely to be mistaken as that of hearing; besides
which, it obtains, in the case supposed, no aid or correction by
means of the other senses. It is also subject to disease, by
which its functions become deranged, and wrong impressions are
in consequence, communicated. In several supposed cases of
visitations of this kind, the person who believed that he heard
them has been half asleep ; in others he has heen suffering from
inebriety or delirium. Superstition and a fertile imagination
will do much to excite his mind in such a case, and what was in
reality but a natural and ordinary sound, is mistaken for one of
a supernatural character.

The tests which we would submit as applicable here to solve
the truth of the supposed conununication, and to prove whether
it is supernatural or not, are as follows :—1Is the communication
itself one of an extraordinary and important nature,
such as the death of a relative or a friend at that
moment, who was then a thousand miles distant, and
was the event altogether unlooked for and unexpected ?
Also, did the communication, if it was in the nature of an import-
ant prediction, prove true by its subsequent fulfilment? And
here the question also arises whether, in some cases of knowledge
being thought to bz 80 comuunicated, it might not have been
obtained in some other way, and, afterwards, the peraon thus in-
formed fancied that he derived it from the supposed super-
natural communication. If, however, scveral persons, instead of
one only, witnessed the sound, and they are people of credit, it is
of course, entitled to considerably more belief than if one indi-
vidual only had heard it. In the case of a supposed haunted
house, some proof of the fact should surely be attorded beyond
the mere noises themselves, even if these are heard by several

persons ; as they may be, and often, in such cases, have been
occasioned by natural causes, or been the result of artifice.

III. In all ages of the world, and in every country inhabited
by man, dreams have been particularly regarded as of a super-
natural character, and a means whercby communications are

made to the soul, of intelligence which it could not have received
in the ordinary mode. A wide field for superstition has no doubt
been opened here : and many dreams, which have been regarded
as of a very important,and entirely of asupernatural character, if
all the circumstances relating to them were closely enquired into,
will be satisfactorily found to be of a very ordinary nature ; and
the supposed revelations made by them may be shown to be
nothing more than the passing thoughts during sleep, connected
with transactions which have lately engaged our attention, In-
deed, especially among the ignorant and credulous, there is no
topic so liable to the influence of superstition as that of dreaming;
and the very vividness of the dream, so far from affording proof
of its being of a supernatural character, may afford conclusive
evidence of the disordered eondition both of the mind and body
of the sleeper.

That all communications through dreams are of this ordinary
character, we are, however, far from asserting. What ought then
to be resorted to as tests of the truth of visitations so expe-
rienced ? We would submit that one satisfactory test in a case of
this kind is whether the facts communicated are such as could
not have been known in any other way : as when a murder is
discovered by the place of concealment of the body being pointed
out ; when some gross fraud, which could not otherwise have
been unravelled, is revealed by the dream ; or where the Place of
some concealed treasure is made known. 8o, also, if an import-
ant prediction is made by a dream, which comes to pass some
time after, exactly as there represented.

With regard to the conclusions to be drawn from the whole,
and from an impartial and careful examination of a variety of
cases of each kind of the several descriptions alluded to, best de-
serving of calm consideration, and ap(rlying to them the princi-
ples for testing their reality here laid down ; it agpeanto us that
the great majority of the instances of supposed ghosts and appari-
tions, and visitations by voices or noises, as also by dreams of &
supernatural order, arise either from disease or delusion of the
senses, disordered imagination, superstitious feeling, or impos-
ture ; but that, after making a large and liberal allowanece for
the occurrences of cases of this description, they are, neverthe.
less (if these may be fairly and conclusively determined by the
tests here proposed), unquestionably some actual, undoubted, and
well-established cases of real ghosts and apparitions, and of
supernatural visitations and communications by means of voices
and dreams, the souls of departed persons being permitted, (for
what purposes and on what occasions it is vain for us to attempt
to discover), to present themselves before certain individuals
living upon the earth, and to communicate to them facts of im-
portance, with which it is desirable that they should be acquain-
ted.

- The extreme and indeed irrational incredulity of some persons
on all matters of this kind, maintained in defiance of experience
and in opposition to thedictatesof reason, although it may be fancies
and even boasted to be the very opposite of superstition ; is
nevertheless, in many cases, the real result not of penetration of
mind, or deep philosophy, but of sheer shallowness and stupidity,
the inability to discern with distinctness and accuracy, and to
draw sound and logical conclusions from the facts submitted to
the mind. And pretty much in proportion to the ignorance and
dullness of the individual, will be the extent and stubborness of
his incredulity.

We should, moreover, bear in mind that although a hundred
cases of delusion or imposture will not serve to prove that there
are no real cases of supernatural visitation ; one case actuallyand
conclusively proved of a supernatural visitation, will serve
absolutely and conclusively to establish the existence of the
order.—From Modern Thoughts for October.

To be published a ‘‘ Spiritualist New Directory, Almanack,
and Diary for 1881, for the County of Lancaster,” to contain
the names of every society and circle, when established, time and
slace of meetings (public and private), libraries, with number of
E)uoks, &c., officers, members, and non-members; of every
known and accredited medium and speaker (public or private
with their special gifts, &c. Also, Spiritual papers, &c., an
where to be obtained in each locality, It is requested that all
secretaries of societies and friends will kindly assist in giving
their names and addresses, &c., also of their friends ‘who may be
affirmed Spiritualists but not connected with any society, to their
secretaries, or to my address, not later than the 17th October
next.—J . CanpioN, 83 /Downing Stréet, Manchester.
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THE SEIZURE SEANCE.

I need to be very plain and I shall at once attack the first
statement that ‘‘ Resurgam” makes in his report, and that is
the assertion with respect to the medium's empty boots inside the
cabinet. Except in the severest weather the medium always
wears strong slippers, such as could be pushed on or taken off
without any fastening, unless her left foot was very much
swelled. ~ She did not at the time of the seance possess a pair of
boots neither had she had a pair since last winter. This of itself
is sufficient to condemn all the rest of his statements. Can any
one credit a man's word who, in order to make his evidenco
strong, deliberately resorts to falschood 2 No one could possibly
mistake a pair of shoes or slippers for boots who made such a
minute examination as he professes to have done.

The medium some years ago injured her foot, and ever since,
of necessity, has been compelled to wear low shoes becanse after
walking the pain she suffers compels her to take one off to get
relief. Boots being much more painful and troublesome to get
off, she wears such low shoes as can easily be slipped on and off
without fastening or unfastening and she wore them on
the night of the scance as well as * previously and again
afterwards,”

This direct falsehood on the part of *¢ Resurgam ™ is a great
oversight as so many of the regular attenders at the seances, can
testify to the fact that she usually pushed one off before or on
going into the cabinet. He is so very particular about theso
boots and seeing that it is a falsehood no reliance can be placed
on any part of his report.

When “ Yolande” was seized ‘‘ Resurgam ” jumped from his
seat and turned up the light, on Mr Warnes calling for it to be
done. Knowing as he says, what was going to happen, it can
easily be understood how far he was concerned in the seizure,
and his wish to make it appear to be a success from his stand-

int.

Now that I have gone into details as to the boots, and shown
how absolutely false his statement is, I shall speak as to the
light and Mrs Esperance’s dress.

‘ Resurgam ” turned up the light immediately the scizure was
made. I called out * Turn down the light ” and almost before
the words escaped my lips it was done. He speaks of her dress
a8 being the usual seance dress, leading his readers to suppose
the light was good enough to recognize its colour. Now it is a
fact that it was not her usual seunce dress, because our ward-
robes had that morning being packed ready for sending to
Sweden, with the exception of the dresses we intended travell-
ing in.  The one Mrs Esperance wore was a very thick brown
cloth, heavily trimmed with velvet, and in my opinion not an
easy matter for any person to lift with a finger and thumb.
Her wsual seance dress was black and of thin material. This
then is on a par with his statement as to the boots.

The gas, as I have shown, was turned down instantly after
! Resurgam ” turned it up, and was not again turned up until
Mrs. Esperance came out of the cabinet, consequently after it
had been turned down, and he rushed to the cabinet, there was no

-means of distinguishing any colour,

When flowers have been made we have always had a dim light,
and on this occasion it was equally low, and in fact, so low, that
after the gas had been flashed up and out, the little jet behind
the curtains did not give light enough to recognise anyone, and
~ possessing as I do, much better eyesight than ¢ Resurgam,” I
could not swear to the features of iy nearest neighbour,

The gentleman who sat next to me grasped “ Yolande ” to
rescue her from from Mr. Warnes, and all the time until released
he protected her.  This gentleman was asked to say positively,
whether it was the medium, to which he replied, “If I were put
on my oath, and my life depended on my word, T could not say
other than that it was * Yolande,” and 1 defy anyone to say any-
thing else.” He was nearest herall the time, nearer than even
Mr. Warnes himself, as he was screening her from all around, I
cannot therefore too strongly repudiate such deliberate falschoods
that ‘ Resurgam” has concocted for the sake of revenge. Hesays
he lifted up the dress, and there was nothing else underneath, and
further speaks to the emptiness of the cabinet, Being prepared
to travel Mrs. Esperance had clothed herself more heavily than
usual, and there must have been a considerable amount of cloth-

ing in the cabinet, whereas he says there was nothing. Mrs.
Brewis and I undressed her, and can swear to the clothing she
had on, 8o that almost from beginning to end his reportis simply
a fabric of lies. The statement as to the boots, the light, and the
dress, are neither more nor less than deliberate falsehoods, and
I speak candidly when I say, I firmly believe such statements
were compiled for the purpose of revenge. .

Several of the sitters can testify to the fact, that ¢ Yolande's”
head-dress did not fall off, but the light being low, and ¢ Resur-
g ” 8o often having complained of his eyesight, his evidence on
this point is certainly of no value. In proof of this asto his eye-
sizht, I miy mention that up to the end of June he made no
notes of scances, but obtained the same a day or two afterwards,
becanse his eyesigzht was not good enough to make them himself.
These notes hecoloured and exaggerated to ourintense annoyance,
and the last that had beenmade, which he frequently begged for,
were not, for the reasons stated given him, whereon *‘Resurgam”
wrote a report from memory which was more objectionable than
his previous ones. . .

I was standing partly in the cabinet and speaking to Ml:;
Warnes, and using even stronger language than * Resurgam
puts into the mouth of Mrs. Esperance. It is a fact, and I most
solemnly declare, that Mrs. Esperance did not speak to Mr.
Warnes. Standing within a foot of her, I used the words at-
tributed to her, when at last she was, no doubt, too ill to speak
as he makes it appear in a low tone, she said, *“ Do not speak to
the man, Grace, I know who he is, it is Mr. I forget his
name, from the Fellng.” No other words were used by her, 80
that in this respect his testimony is as false as the rest of his
fabrication. . . s

Oue of the confederates of ¢ Resurgam” in this shameful
affair, was his son, who is but a mere youth, and could EOt have
rendered any particular service for oragainst ¢ Yolande,” though
he might have been instructed by his father. That he had been
instructed, and acted in conjunction with his father was remarked
by several of those present.  When the gentleman who protected
“ Yolande ” sprang from his seat, the boy placed his legs behind
his chair and his hands on a chair in front, in such a manner as
to partly intercept him, so that whatever the youth's intentions
were, liis acts were those of a confederate. .

One very important omission I may be allowed to m?,ntlon, and
that is with respect to the flowers. After * Yolande ” had been
taken into the cabinet, I took up the pitcher, and found it to be
full of flowers. A lady took one off the topbut put it back again,
on the remark being made, that perhaps ‘¢ Yolande ” might want
them. I set the pitcher down about three feet from the cabinet,
and no one was ever near it until the light was turned up, when
the whole of the flowers were gone—the pitcher was quite
empty.

'Il‘h?\’t Mrs. Esperance was in the cabinet when *“ Yolande™ was
seized T am as certain of as T am certain of my own existence. I
know her voice, and I know that a scream came from her in the
cabinet when the clutch was. made.

From another fact I am certain of this. "When Mr. Arm-
strong bore in Yolande ” I entered immediately after him and
laid my hands on the medium, and I found that she was dressed
just as she had gone into the cabinet. 1t was utterly impossible
for the medium and the form to be one and the same, because in
one or two scconds she couldnot have clothed herself so perfectly
as found to be the case on undressing her when we got her home.
Her cuffs and bracelets were on her wrists, and her toilet, even
to the minutest details, was as it ought to be.

As to *“ Resurgam's” friendship, I can only, on behalf of my
friend, express my utter disgust for it.  After owing so much to
Mrs. Esperance, to try and besmear her as he has done, is so low
and base that few will be inclined to credit such a creature with
ordinary human qualities. )

What I have here stated are bare facts, and probably ‘ Resur-
gam's” fabrications will now be understood, as Spiritualists will
doubtless see how they have been imposed upon by one professing
so much truth and candour, whilst he is the very impersonifica-
tion of lics and baseness in thus trying to ruin a lady who never
did him any harm. )

Her mediumship has not suffered in the least except in so far
as she lias been injured physically. How far her reputanor,\,
may have suftered it is impossible for me to say. ‘‘ Resurgam
alone is responsible for whatever injury may have been done in
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that respect. Many influential and wealthy friends that she did
not know she possessed, have offered to serve her in any way
they can, and the number is not a small one that is likely to
travel far to see her next summer, so that notwithstanding his
determined effort to ‘‘ ruin her mediumship and reputation ” we
have much to be grateful for.

She is alive and I hope may be strong again before long.
Whether she will ever neglect her other work and work for
Spiritualism again I do not know ; much will depend on the
justice done to her.

I have given buta plain statement of facts,and my object is
simply to claim the same justice and consideration for Mrs
Esperance as ought to be extended to all. That she has been
grossly abused and misrepresented is very painful to me and I
hope all who know such to be the case will stand forward in her

defence.
GRACE FIDLER.
Karlstad, Sweden, Sept. 30th, 1880.

[We desire it to be fully understood that though we have given
currency to those most severe scntences, we are in no wise
responsible for them. And it is our opinion, that the evidence
offered by Mrs Fidler, might have been tendered with less
marked language, and at the same time have proved more
effectual. Nothing weakens the soundness of evidence so much
as the incorporation of personalitics. Having made the effort
to soften many of the more severe sentences, we hope our cor-
respondent will not think us partial in our acts. For we are at
all times most desirous that the truth should be evolved, at all
bhazards. Ed.—H. of P.]

0

Echoes from the Onter Wnld,

[cospiLED BY ‘‘ voLvox.”]

Dreams are considered by the most of people to be but an
excrescence of the mind, little value is attached to them. Our
sages have relegated them to the phantasmagoria of the mind,
produced from a jumble of our waking recollections, or the effect
of bodily conditions operating upon the brain and presenting
distorted, partial and incongruous images upon the mind. We
grant this may be quite true with a great number of dreams,
but there are dreams which have embodied circumstances of such
undeniable truth, that it is impossible for their predictions to
be reasoned away by any amount of logic, sophistry or ridicule,
as the following cases unquestionably demonstrate :—

Dr. Edwin Lee of Brighton, a member of one of the most
prominent medical societies of Europe in a lecture delivered by
him in the Town Hall, of that borough in the year 1848, stated,
that the sister of a young Pole, with whom he was acquainted,
earnestly begged of her brother not to ride a certain horse which
he was accustomed to ride ; alleging as a reason that she had
dreamt the horse had become unmanageable, and that his bridle
having broken in his attempts to restrain the horse, he was
thrown in the court-yard of the castle, where she herself came to
his assistance. Her brother endeavoured to show her the un-
likelihood of any such occurrence, as the horse had been properly
broken in, his bridle being a new one, and that if he were
thrown in the court-yard there was always plenty of domestics
at hand. In order, however, to quiet her, he abstained for a
few days from riding, and on resuming all went on well till Sun-
day, when the horse shicd at a short distance from home, sct
off at a full gallop,and in endeavouring to avoid the gate-posts,
he broke his bridle, was thrown in the court-yard, and his sister
came to his assistance ; the servants being for the most part at
church.

Dr. Lees further records that a lady told him that one of her
friends dreamt three timnes the same night that her child was
taken by an angel. On awaking after the third, she found the
child dead by her side, notwithstanding it was previously in good
health.

Mr Borrow, in his work ‘¢ The Bible in Spain,” states that on
one occasion, during his passage out, while standing on the fore-
castle discoursing with two sailors : one of them who had just
left his hammock, said, I have had a strange dream, which I do
not like ; for I dreamt that I fell into the sea from the cross-tree,
He was heard to say this by several of the crew besides xnyself‘

and shortly after, the captain, preceiving the squall was increas-
ing, ordered the topsails to be taken in, whereupon this man,
with several others, instantly ran aloft. The yard was in the
act of being hauled down, when a sudden gust of wind whirled
it round with violence, and a man was struck down from the
cross-trees into the sea, which was working like yeast below,
In a few moments he emerged ; I saw his head on the crest of a
billow, says Mr Borrow and instantly recognised in the doomed
youth, the sailor who, a few moments before, had related his
dream. This event occurred on the 11th of November, 1836,
in the London Merchant steamship, trading between England
and Spain. 5

The following I can vouch for, having received it from the
most trustworthy authority, and supported by other substantial
testimony. A lady of the name of Anderson, residing at
Scremerson, near Berwick, on the moriing of the 11th of April,
1829, dreant that her father was dead, who resided at Wash-
ington, near the city of Durham, a distance of about 70 miles
between. Upon the strength of her dream, she prepared herself
and took the stage coach, the only available means of inland .
transit at that date between Edinburgh and London, and
arrived at her destination to find that her father had died at the
exact time she had dreamt of his death, which was at six o’clock
in the morning of the above date.

10—

THE MEDIUMSHIP OF MICHAEL CHAMBERS.

This medium is now regularly sitting outside the cabinet, (in-
stead of inside as formerly), for such alterations in his medium-
istic development, that the spirit-forms shall in future be mate-
rialised while he is in full view of all the sitters. At the recent
sittings, from one to three spirits have been so materialised,
inside the cabinet, whilethe medium was continuously sitting ont-
side, and in full view of all the sittters, my own relative, ** Matil-
da Norton ”; *“ Lottie”; Lilly”; ¢ Mother Shipton”; and
¢ Elizabeth ”the infant ehild of the medium, being so material-
ised, and varying in height from 5 feet 9 or 10 inches (Matilda
Norton), to about 2 feet (Elizabeth), and thus proving their
actualities as spirits, and seperate identities under the very best
conditions possible.

The ““ Forms” at present are extremely ““ spiritualised,” having
little or mo physical tangibility, as the great alteration of the
conditions, caused by the medium sitting outside the cabinet,
necessitates another form of modus operaindi to enable the spirits
to build up and render their forms visible to us.  The controls
tell me that they require nearly three months yet to practice and
develope the new conditions, before they can give full solidity
to the forms under such conditions. They have requested me to
take the chief management of the new development of the
mediumship, andIdo sowiththe greatest pleasure, becauseI have
always felt, spoken, and written much in testimony of the really
genuine character, and high capabilities of the mediumship for
materialisations—while at the same time I may state that the
guides of the mediun are glcvclnping him for public trance and
inspirational speaking, which they advise to take the place of
the present forms of manifestations, REsurcam.

The ““ great exposer,” Mr. Stuart Cumberland, who has made
himself so notorious in ¢ exposing ™ mediums, has been giving a
series of conjuring entertainments to show how the phenomena
of Spiritualism are produced. But, it is needless to add, he has
not succeeded in doing so, and only exhibits his folly in making
the attempt. On Monday week, the peiformance in Stein-
way Hall, London, wasa cmnpl(_ztc failure, the ** exposer " being
entirely overcome by the questions .from the Editor of ¢ The
Whitchall Review.” A gentleman in London has had printed
at his own cost a snall pamphlet, entitled, * Admissions by
Professional Conjurors,” and these were freely circulated among
the rather small company present.  The merits of this pamph:
let are such as to be worthy of reprnductiun,_ and will be found
in another page. Meanwhile let us advise our friends to
keep away from his performances, lest by patronising this show
sbusiness, Wwe¢ encourage the flame of isrepresentation aug

+ ahbuse,
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GOSWELL HALL.

On Sunday evening, September 26th, the guides of Mr. Morse
occupied the platform at the above Hall, and delivered a stirring
address on ¢ Mediumship, the foundation of Spiritualism.” We regret
thdt space prevents us from giving a full report. We present the
closing sentences :—* If you want good results at your scances we know
of no better way of assuring them than by offering good condi-
tibns. Wo want you to car: for the mediums, wisely. Delicate,
and sansitive, they feel pains and miental anxiasties which you in the
mdro robust body cannot experience. The apirit-world recognises the
great obligation it is under to m>dinmship.  Spiritualists, as a body,
must recognigs the great obligation they aro under to mediumship,
But it is the abstract maydiumships, and not individual mediums, that
must be eonsidered as worthy and great. Tho individaal possessors of
mediumship are worthy of consideration oaly in proportion as their
lives and character are worthy of consideration. To he a medium
does not give you any sapernatural claimn for the consideration of your
betters, therefore please remember that honestly discharging all your
duties and capabilities in lifo is the prime necessity.

“Oh!” says somebody.* I know n great many mediwms who help the
spirits. Now that’s not honest. Why don't they leave off helping tho
spirits and let the spirits do everything?” Why don't you leave off
expecting everything, and being content with nothing? We must say
that this expectancy has done more to promote the action which you
toadeinn than any one thing. Learn to bo content with what the con-
ditions of the timo will per nit you to receive, and you will never find
anything that will bring the blush of shame to your checks. Any one
of you who is a medium will know what mediums have to suffer. None
but themselves realizo to the full, the bittern~ss of spirit that some-
times comes over them. Surrounded by influences the character of
whic'i you cannot always guage the nature of, lahellad a rogue, treated
with the kindly consideration of Her Majesty's judges, who consider a
prison cell the best place for the winding out of the psychological
conditioni; none but mdiums, sufering those things, know what a
pleasant thing it is to be a medium. Lot those who wicld the stripes
remember this, as their blows descend, for the same spirit that nailed
the Man of Nazareth on the tree ecighteen-hundred years ago. is
abroad to-day. What is a medium ? Is he a special person apart from
all the rest of the family? No. The only peculiarity that we would
recogniso is this. Latent powers possessed by all mankind have be-
come actively developed in his particular case.  We do not allow
anything miraculous, supernatural, or special in this fact. Medinmship
is the true foundation of Spiritualism. A proper understanding of its
nature and peculiaritics is one among the ever-vital problems of the
spiritual philosophy. If spiritualists at large will think and realize
that there is something in it, practical and actual, they might getalong
with it a great deal better than they do. Spiritualism docs not rest
upon one medium's labours. Spiritualism does not depend upon tho
loyalty or falsehood of any one medium. It does not depend upon
the moral character of this speaker. or that medium, but on the reality
of medinmship apart from all considerations of individual mediums.
Let us say & word to them, for they render faithful service. They
bear a noble part in a hard and serious life.  When, from pillar to post,
literally, they are banded hand in band. meeting trials and troubles,
you who stay at home little dream about, and have to bhear the
brunt of your shortcomings too, remember. a8 soldiers out iu the field
of life. Let your aspirations rise heavenward for them, and then when
they find that spiritualists value them truly, when ‘they find that as
they live true and honest lives they gain respect, as much for the honesty
and truth of their life as for the brilliancy of their mediumship, then
you will create a higher moral tone. you will give them a purer
atmosphere to breathe, and perhaps give them the best of all rewards,
for a true heart when really touched by the honest appreciation of a
fellow, fecels blessed and elevated. They are faithful servants in the
apiritual world, and surely we, who depend upon them so much, if
we can forgivs them when they fail on life’s stony way. surely you can
follow the samne course. Remember it is blessed to forgive. If humanity
was & power on earth, if human excellence was a rule, we should not be
surprised at your becoming profoundly indignant at discovering some-
thing wrong. When mediums aro called upon to sacritice life, time,
energy, and strength in your service, we will join with you in saying
that they have a right for that bodily sustenance, a right, mark you!
a right, since that which brings to the world is entitled to reccive from
the world. Beware of mediumology. Bow down before no shrine or
spirit; save in that interior sanctum of your soul where conscious con-
victions come to you. In sweet, unweuricd self-communion let your
aspirations rise heavenward, and with a prayer of grateful thankfulness
say “Life is blessed, God is good; and grace comes to every heart sooner
or later” The foundation of Spiritualism being mediumship, the logical
conclusion is, that if that foundation be truo and firm. the super-
structure roarad theroon will be solid.  What is the super-structure?
Tha teachings that the spirit world give through mediumship. Satisfy
voyrselven in all places of the roality of the mediwmphip in question,

0 poyo tat you oo bolding commusication with shove who pisiead

to be your friends or relatives. and trust them, and we are quite sure
that in this matter vou will ba able to established a sure and solid
Spiritualism that will stand every form of critieism. If you must
have public places and if you must have public lectures, (and some
people think both are very bad things indecd) remember this, that
all agencies are working towards one end. They may not be upen
the same plane, but they need not, in consequence, be antagonistic.
All working upon the onc thing, and dependant upon the one fact,
mediwnship.  Therefore the one great thing that is necessary is, for
spiritualists to do their bost to clevate the mediums, who are the
individual expressors of the spirit in the abstract. into the highest
and best conditions for the fultilment of their mission, and for this
fact of mediumship let your prayers rise to the Eternal Source of
Goodness, and that inspiration shall descend upon you which shall fill
vour heart with loving regard, and your mind with the noble purpose, to
do your best at all times,to preserve your mediums in purity, truth,and
goodness,” R.W.L.

General  Hefos.

Liverroor.—A meeting was held on Monday evening, in Perth
Hall, Perth-strect, for the purpose of hoaring an address by
MrJ. C. Wright on ‘“Conditional Tmmortality.” The chair
was taken by Mr John Lamont. The lecturer (Mr Wright)
proceeded to deliver his address. He is said to have spoken in
a trance state, and to be controlled by the departed spirit of a
man named Philo, who lived during part of the first and second
centurics.  He stated that the subject which he was treating of
was not of ancient lineage, but a modern devolopment, and one
which had given. rise to difference of religious opinion and
controversy. Adverting to the.‘‘ eternal torment " idea, he
contended that in no sense whatever would the wicked be con-
signed to everlasting torture, but that they would share the im-
mortal life principle which fell to the lot of tlre non-wicked. —
Liverpool Merewry, Oct. Jth.

AsHINGTON.—This colliery is perhaps the largest in the whole
county of Northumberland, and it is satisfactory to know that
our cause holds a similar position as regards numbers and in-
fluence. In addition to the usual public work and private circles,
there is a Sunday School under the superintendency of Mr.
G. Scott, numbering nearly 40 scholars.  The school exercises
consist of reading, short recitations hy the scholars, and instruc-
tive addresses by the teachers ; and it is encouraging to all con-
cerned in the future welfare of our cause, that a system is here
working, which, if initiated elsewhere, would prove of great advan-
tage to Spiritualism. The behaviour of the children is good. In
the afternoon and ovening two discourses were delivered by Mr.
Lambelle to crowded audiences. Mr. James, of Bedside, pre-
sided on both occasions.  Ashington may fairly rank as one of
the strongholds of Spiritualism ; but the pressure of the times
prevent their frequent indulgence in prominent workers., Organ-
1zation would overcome this impediment.

Mr. Thomas Walker lectured in the Theatre Royal on Sunday,

upon the subject, *‘Is there a Hell?” The hall was crowded,
the accomodation again proving insuflicient for the number of
}yersons anxious to listen to the lecturer. Mr. Walker prefaced
his remarks upon the subject of his discourse by some comments
upon the criticisms upon his doctrines, which have appeared in
the colonial and other newspapers. The lecture was well de-
livered, and listened to with the deepest attention. At its con-
clusion some questions were prepounded by members of the
audience, and answered by Mr. Walker in very ready and intelli-
gent manner. The audience was dismissed, as previously by the
singing of the Doxology.—South African Daily Independent,
July 27th.

BEeNFIELDSIDE.—A Trance oration was delivered in the Assem-
bly Room, on Wednesday, October Gth, through the medium-
ship of Mr. J. J. Morse. The subject for discourse (chosen by
the audience) being ‘‘ Spiritualism, the Bible: and the Holl it
represents,” which was dealt with in a clear and masterly manner,
and elicted several hearty rounds of applause from the audience.
Mr. Henry Brown, of Ebchester presitged, and in the course of a
few remarks, said he would like a night to relate his varied ex-
periences in connection with Spiritualisin ; upon which the pro-
prietor of the room kindly proftered him the hall gratis for that
purpose. There is a growing interest being felt in this district
to Spritualism, and it only needs a few sincere minds to €0-0per-
ate and work togother) and the cffocts will seon be seen and fel}

ixi our midat,

.
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How GREAT TYRANNIES HAVE BEEN OVERTHROWN.—The
odious institutions of chattel slavery in America, and the unjust
taxes on the bread of the people, in the shape of imported corn,
in this country, were overthrown mainly by the publication of
tracts, pamphlets,and leaflets, scattered like autum leaves broad-
cast over the land. The vaccination tyranny is now rapidl
crumbling by the same uscful agency. Let all who value health
for the body and freedom for the conscience aid the work of
demolition by circulating this cheap and convenient form of
literature, W. Tess.

NortH SEATON.—On Saturday evening last, a very fair com-
pany met in the Lecture Hall of this colliery to hear a discourse
from Mr. Lambelle. The subject ‘ Where are thedead?” arousced
much thought,and was most enthusiastically received by the aud-
ience, who frequently marked their approval by applause. Con-
sidering that this is only the second public address on Spiritual-
ism in this place, the attention and interest of the audience was
most ma.rkeg. Mr. G. Scott, of Ashington, presided in a most
agreeable and eflicient manner. )

HackNEY SPIRITUAL EVIDENCE SocieTy.—The last meeting
of this Society, prior to removal to more convenient premises,
will be held on Sunday next, 17th inst., at 6, Field View, Lon-
don Fields, E. On this occasion there will be a tea-party. Tic-
kets for Tea and meeting, 1s. Tea on the tables at 5 p.m.
The meeting to commence at 6.30. Mr, Matthews will give
illustrations of trance tests and clairvoyance. The meetings of
this Society will after Sunday, be held at No. 7, Ellengfort Road,
Mare Street, Hacknei.

Mr Berks T. Hutchinson of Cape Town, South Africa speak-
ing of mediums and conjurors thus says :—¢“ It is a sine qua non
with every conjuror that he must have either three conditions,
or at least one of them, viz., the free use of hands and feet, a
trained confederate, and a properly constructed stage with
scientific apparatus. But bring this so-called wizard into your
own private seance-room, let him be held by his hands and feet
by two responsible pevple, and I will wager very little will
occur.”

The Birmingham Daily Mail of the 9th inst. contained a lead-
ing article, on ‘‘ Healing by Ghostly Aid.” 1In this the writer
refers to the services that Mr. Cumberland has rendered to the
truth by his *“ exposure ” of mediums, and makes special refer-
ence to the charge against Miss Houghton. The article isa tirade
of abuse, lacking argument, and abounding with assertions of the
most puerile nature.  Our friend, Mr. Mahoney, replied in the
next issue, showing that healing by * Ghostly aid” was very
common in all ages of the world.

Farmourn.—Mr. Wallis has been meeting with very great suc-
cess in this town. The services has been largely attended and
the greatest enthusiasmhas prevailed. This is somewhat cheering
especially after the opposition which attended Mr. Wallis's for-
mer visit. The friends are to be congratulated on their courageous
endeavours, and many thanks are due to the energy of Mr.
Alfred Carver. . . .

The press seems to have changed, in'many instances, its bitter
spirit of opposition, and is now tolerating a discussion on Spirit-
ualisim. 'i:he Cannbian and Redruth Times of Friday last con-
tained a most able reply to one of those prolitic beings who write
¢ they know not what.” So long as inquiry and free discussion
are allowed, we need not fear but that the truth will rise trium-
phant from the prison of a blind, ill-conceited prejudice.

We invite the thoughtful attention of cur readers to the able
article on *‘ Superstition "’ reprinted from Moderiw Thonght for
October. Considering the fact that this article is copied from
the organ of Agnosticism, and that the * tests” which the writer
considers suflicient to accept the truth of spiritual interposition,
are found most abundantly in our ranks, we may hail its appcar-
ance as a **sign of our times,”

- We have received copies of a new semi-monthy Journal devoted
to Spiritualism, which is being published in San Francisco. The
contents of this paper are such as must commend themselves to
the thoughtful ; and we note with pleasure that practical reforms

are advocated most earnestly by our progressive fricnds, and

wish them every success. ‘ o
WANTED, A SITUATION as housekeeper, where a girl. is kept, -

or a housemaid or sewing maid. Wages not so much an ¢bject

as a comfortable home, ~Age 48. A Spiritualist’s family pre.
forred.  Address Editor of tlis Paper, :

Sty

~ interest /

HraLiNne Power.—Kindly allow me space to testify to Mrs.
S. M. Baldwin’s healing power. She does not appear to
seek a]z{;la.use or pufting, but she is doing a grand work ; and
I consider Mrs. B. a high souled person, and my experience
is, be in her presence a little while and you cannot but feel
refreshed and in possession of new life. I have written this
without her knowledge, and I feel sure those who seek her
aid will have strength imparted, and they nced not fear the
question of money—She is within reach of all.

J. M. Dare.

Liverroor.—In the absence of Mr. Wright, who was engaged
elsewhere, Mr. J. Lamont, of Liverpool, delivered a most ejo-
quent discourse in Perth Street {Hall on Monday evening last,
on ‘‘ Superstition : its cause and oure.” These Monday evening
lectures are now an established institution iu this city, and
attract much notice from all classes.

MorLEY. —Spiritualism is making considerable headway in this
place. The meeting room has been full every Sunday evening,
and we wish to tender our thanks to the local mediums who have
80 kindly given their services to us, through the agency of the
Yorkshire Committee.

WgEeKENTON, —Mr. W. Westgarth, of Sheriff Hill, will deliver
two trance addresses in the Mechanics’ Institute on Sunday next.
Services to commence at 2 and 5.30 p.m. Subjects for both
addresses to be chosen by the audience. Collections will be
made to defray expenses.

RocHpALE.—A Tea pary and Soiree was held in connection
with the Society of this place, and was largely attended. On
Sunday, two services were held and addresses delivered by Mr.,
J. Lamont, Mr. and Mrs. Firth, Mr. Parsons and others are
doing their utmost to resuscitate the cause in this town. -

We have received a verbatim report of a trance discourse
by Mr. Wallis at Barrow-in-Furness, which we will print in our
next. .

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.
—_——
Received with thanks.—* Religion,” hy J. A. McC',
REV. A, A. Howakp.—We must decline the publication of further enrrespondenca

on the subject.  Both sides have had their say. The aiin is not so much the
scarch for truthy ax the assertion of * I know.” .

Will our * Private Correspondents™ kindly furnish us with items of finterest?
Correxpondent’s paper and envelopes will be supplied on application,  We pree
fer short current notices to lengthy articles.

MR. BASTIAN'S SEANCES.

Sir,—TI presume your readers will be gratitied by my forwaids
ing to you a statement of a Seance with Mr Bastiau, that in
the witnessing parallels the descriptions we read of the New-
castle manifestations. A selected circle assembled at Mr
Bastian’s rooms, last Friday evening, and it is in the selection
that Iattribute the extraordinary success of this unexplained in-
fluence. A lady in the circle said she had counted nine distinet
apparitions, that presented themsclves at the curtain ; but T was
80 interested in ‘‘ the another succeding the another ” that the
continuance obliterated arithmetic in the astonishment, at the,
I believe, unprecedented. In the dark scance, T had a very in-
teresting conversation with ‘“ Johnny ” on comprehensionism,
and the influcnce of colours on the mind.  He stated that he
went beyond my conception, as colours could be applied to the
curing of discases.  Now, as we kunow colour las a power-
ful influence on mental diseases, which we shall begin to apply
in about another century, I presume he refcrred to bodily
diseases, which is a new idea, but I had not time to ask for
further explanation. Tt was, however, the light seance that
afforded us all so much gratification and congratulation,” "
Apparition succeeded apparition. The first appeared in evening *’
dress.  One female form came out twice into the room, bowed
and spoke to a lady in the circle. The othcrs wero the diversity. -
of variety, some short, some tall. One, a very tull ligure, had o
turban on its head, another, equally tall, had black luir and ey,
silent countenance.  Several of them were females, “What is t4
be said in explanation ? Is there an explanation t&* this® display’ v
of materializing power through Mr DBastian’s mcdiumship thut-
places him as the eye view for Spiritualistic investigators, whe,
if with an harmonious circle may hope for results which if nog -
surpassing this scance may fully gratify the expectancy of theiy .
Yours faithfully,

A Comnsuz.\'sxosmr‘
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Consistency,

—

MU the earnest Spiritualist there is probably nothing
WL more painful than the inconsistency and incon-
siderate actions of many who have accepted the truths of
Spiritualism and call themselves Spiritualists ; for if there
is one thing more than another which detracts from the
usefulness, or impairs the vitality of a cause, it is a want
of harmonious agreement between the lives and professions
of its devotees. And since we claim for Spiritualism a
reformatory and sanctifying influence, and a superiority
over existing faiths, it is imperative that we examine our-
selves, and see whether or not we are worthy of that sacred
charge, which, as Spiritualists, we claim to have entrusted
to our keeping.

Before enlarging upon the subject at issue, however, we
must say that we are not actuated by any censorious spirit,
but feel it to be our duty, in this capacity, to direct
the thoughts of our readers to this most important
question.

Judging from the attitude of the press—Religious and
Secular,—we are inclined to think that the eyes of the
world are upon us, and watching with anxiety the advances
of this groweng power in their midst. Some are looking
on with favour, and earnestly desiring that its votaries
may press its claims to successful issue, so that ignorance
and doubt may be disarmed, and the strife of Sectarianism
be forever terminated. Others are viewing with suspicion
our progress, and are ever ready to seize hold of every
opportunity which may serve as a pretext for venting their
uncharitable feelings, and marking their indignation against
this “innovation.” Meanwhile, What are Spiritualists do-
ing to show their appreciation of the truths they profess?
Ilow are Spiritvalists conducting themselves before the
eves of the world? The answers to such queries as these,
ere frawsht with the gravest consequences to our cause,
axd the responeibility gests wpon the showldery of al]

who have allied themselves with the subject of Spirit-
ualism.

It may be asked, are the teachings and principles of
Spiritualism calculated to advance the world in righteous-
ness? To make men and women wiser and better? To
increase their knowledge, to enhance their usefulness, and
to enlarge their sympathies? We say, Yes. But, un-
fortunately, except in rare and isolated cases, in comparison
to the numbers whe accept and profess the teachings of
Spiritualism, we fail to s2e any of the practical effects, that
our enlarged and increased facilities for excelling in the
virtues, would warrant. We repeat that, save in ex-
ceptional cases, we see Spiritualists not one whit better
than those whose faiths they fancy they supersede. And
why is this? Is it due to the impotency of our facts? Or
to the faltering integrity of those who endorse them? It
is due, we believe, to the want of endeavour, on the part
of our friends to harmonise their lives with the excellency
of the principles they follow. But if Spiritualism is not
weaning us from the carnalities of the hour, inspiring us
with true and holy motives, and imparting a strength of
purpose and nobility of character, then have we failed to
realise its majesty of power, and neglected to apply its
quickening and redeeming features to the welfare of our
souls, If Spiritualism is not unfolding the ¢ Fruits of the
Spirit,” as enumerated by St. Paul in his Epistle to the
(ialatians, our conceptions of the power and utility of
Spiritualism are much deranged.

Looking around us and viewing the strifes and dissen-
sions in our ranks, and in many cases, bitter hostile feelings
actuating to ignoble decds, we are almost driven to the con-
clusion that instead of reaping the ¢ fruits of the spirit,” we
are but induging in the “ works of the flesh.” Itisa fact,
that the same causes that have wrecked the faith of Christ-
endon, dividing it into innumerable sects and parties, are
allowed to work the same disintegrating influences
in our beautiful Science-creed? Is it true that
Spiritualists, leaving the grand central fact of the spiritual
nature of man, and of conscious communion with the eman-
cipated, are dividing and quibbling over remote and distant
points, thus introducing dissension ?  Alas! these things
are but too true.  And though it may be painful to recall
them in this place, we fancy the urgency and importance of
the position fully warrant their plain consideration, so that
we may be warned of the rocks and shoals which threaten
us with danger.

Turning from the general to the particular, let us present
the case before the individual. Are we living out the prin-
ciples of our profession ?  Is our faith and knowledge held
in possession, or is it merely a profession? Is it likely that
our principles will commend themselves to the more
thoughtful around us, when such glaring inharmonies pre-
vail? Is it likely that Spiritualism will be more than a
mere byeword of reproach, =o long as we fail to testify by
our actions that we are Spiritualists in very deed? Oh,
that Spiritualists would pay more heed to the truths they
subscribe to! That instead of talking so freely about their
devotion andadhesion to Spiritualism, they wouldallow their
lives to express the sentiments of the soul. Let us be con-
sistent in all our dealings: let us remember the words of
the Wise Man :—¢ Example is better than precept.” Let
our daily lives speak more than our feeble words. May we
lay to heart the injunction of St. Paul: ¢ If we live in the
Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” And when our deeds
and words agree, and we practically illustrate the beauty
and simplicity “of] Spiritualism, we may expect an anxious
and thirsting world to join issue with ys, and our Principleg
to “cover the earth as the waters\coyer-the sea,”
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A SUPPLEMENT TO THE ‘HERALD.”

—

Tt has been suggested that in addition to the usual contents of
the ¢ Herald” for October 29th, we should issue a supplement
containing a full report of the proceedings atthe Conference, with
the speeches on the Sunday, the papers to be read on Monday,
and the discussion thereon, and the resolutions adopted by the
Conference. To do this means considerable expense. Wishing
%o give permanency to the forthcoming National gathering, we
will accede to the wishes of our friends if suflicient support is
forthcoming to warrant the undertaking. If societies would urge
upon their members to order the ‘‘ Herald " and supplement, and
send their orders at once, we would make all the necessary
arrangements so that none would be disappointed. The “Herald”
and supplement will be sold together, price 2d., 100 copies (car-
riage extra), 12s.,50, 7s. All desirous of seeing a Conference
supplement should order at once.

Secretaries of Societies and conductors of circles to whom
t¢ Statistical ” sheets have been sent, are requested to fill in and
forward the same at once to the Conference Secretary, Mr. J. J.
Morse, 22, Palatine Road, Stoke Newington, London, N,

JS— T

We urgently call the attention of our readers to the adver-
tisement on another page respecting the forthcoming Conference,
aud earnestly solicit their hearty co-operation in the effort.
The primary and all important theme for consideration is
Organization, and we trust that all who can attend will do so,
while thuse at a distance might contribute to its success by
sending papers for discussion. Every Society should forward
its views on Organization so that the greatest amount of

experience and opinion may be laid before this general
gathering.

[

:0:
TO AN ABSENT FRIEND.

My Dear D—— P.—I feel compelled to take up my pen in
response to your mentally expressed wish to avrite you.  Just as
plainly as I see the desk on which I write—or the faces around
me, as really as I feel compelled by surrounding circumstances to
act, so surely do I recognise your soul-power, acting on my
will. And hence comes the study to me so very interesting, of
will power. I recognise a law of soul-life, whereby one man
may and can to a certain degree, influence another for good or
for evil, for weal or for woe ; but always with the consent of the
one acted upon. If I wished it I could resist your desire, but as
we all feel the glow of true friendship in exercise, I therefore
respond. - But suppose I felt a desire to do something by an un-
developed spirit (which my own conscience condemned) who
would be most to blame ? I would of course, because I ought to
know better;

Just as we are men surrounded with people (in bodics), good
and bad, s0 on the inner side of our nature are we surrounded
with like people whom we do not sense physically.  Therefore
how important that we should know as much as possible of the
law of our being in its two-fold sense!  You, my friend, know
that by desiring strongly the presence of bright souls, that
though the outer eye sees no one, yet the presence of the
angelic ones become so strong, that a joy springs up amid
distress. Thus the real practical element in all systems of
religion is placed on a spiritually scientific basis. That is we can
as surely understand how we can eschew evil and induce good,
as we can learn to eat and dress according to the laws
of health. People often say to me Spirituslism is easily
accounted for by will power. So it is, say I,—I know it, that
is because man is now a spirit (plus body), and can influ-
ence others by his will, just as you do with me now, and as we
have often proved. As I understand the matter, physical phe-
nomena are only produced to lead usto the study of the mental,

Thus then I send you greeting. I feel thankful that our spirit
friends attached the telegraph lines to each of our spirits through
the material, before you left for a foreign land. How great etern-
ity is ! what a little we can see at any one time !  But the ever
present is always big with Divine purposes for the future,

With soul greetings,
9

THE PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRIT.
By WiLLiamM OxLEY.
CuAPTER XV.—THE ANCIENT WispoM OF INDIA (continued).
THe Bmacavar Gira.—Scexe XI.
Subject : Yoginism—Celestial Life.
The Transfiguration.

COMMENTS.

T cannot conceive of Janguage more striking than that used by
Sanjay, (the messenger :—
“The splendour of that Glorious One, was like the sudden blazing
forth
Of Light, that issued from a thousand of meridian suns at once.”

To such as can sce no deeper tl an the mere surface of the sim-
ple letter, or, who invest it with a literal idea, the whole scene
will be nothing more than a rhetorical rhapsody, but, those who
approach this subject in the spirit of profound reverence, as
portrayed by the attitude of Aijun, will discover, not merely

rofundity of thought, nor heauty of diction and expression,—
{;ut they, in spirit, will be elevated to that point, when the ex-
panded powers of their own being, will enable them to discern
the vast and deific quality of theirown emancipated spirits, which
can look from within to without, i. e., can translate all things in
nature—their meaning and purpose, and view their formation
and creation, and consciously take part in the same.

The words issuing from Arjun, descriling the ¢ Glorious
Form,” are descriptive of the spiritual state in mankind when
opened to consciousness. ‘O Mighty One! Isee in:ide Thy
Form ” was the opening out of the spirit sight, and that always
looks within and not without,

The first view was ‘‘Brahma” seated on the throne of the
Lotus. The Lotus is the Lily—not the beautiful and ﬁorgeous
floral unit which attracts the eyes of all beholders,—but here and
elsewhere, in all the ancient Sacred records, symbolises the femi-
nine quality of pure love; and represents that state whereWisdom
reclines on Love, and which, though apparently inactive, is yet
the real life-giving power to the enlightened faculty of human,
angelic and deific intelligence.

The ¢ staff and discus "' represent the same principles upon a
lower degree, and those who are acquainted with the ancient
phallic emblems will easily recognise their meanings ; and upon
this most ancient of all forms, even the very edifices of the pre-
sent day, used for ecclesiastical purposes, unmistakeably betray
their origin,  The symbols remain, but the spirit which infilled
them with vitality has fled. Even the simple worshipper who
bows before the ('ross is unconsciously testifying to this old truth.
Were the modern Evangelist, who works upon the feelings of his
audience, and institutes ‘‘ revivals,” aware of the true meaning
and origin of ‘‘the Cross of Christ,” he would lower it to its
proper level and would cease to use it as a banner to attract the
simple minded ones, who are as ignorant as himself. The ** Cross
and the Crescent,” under the folds of which so much misery has
been endured and blood has been spilt, and which in past ages
have fought to the death, are but the ancient symbols the mean-
ing of which was kept from the unsuspecting votaries : they are
but another variation of the old phallic emblems of the ‘¢ staff
and discus.”

The philosophy contained in this Scene, and illustrated by the
symbolism employed,is a life study. The symbol is nothing more
or less than the action of the Sun’s force and energy during his
passage through the arch of the northern solstice, during the six
months between the vernal and autumnal equinoxes; and  por-
trays the apparently destroying as well as life-giving clements,
And also the birth of planets from the sun, which only modein
science is just beginning to discover ; for the spectrum reveals
the fact that the sun ray contains all the elements of which the
physical earth is composed and built up.

Bereft of its merely literal effect, the vision of the Mighty Orq
with its territic Haming abyss, towards which all mortals are
rushing, as the moth is drawn towards the lighted flame to its ow
destruction, is peculiarly grand and sublime, as is also the titlg -

claimed by Krighns, a8 .—
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“¢Iam the Great Continuing Power,—-that draws
All things unto Myself, and then doth change their form.”

Underneath this and similar revelations contained in this
Scene, Omniscience!  Omnipresence! and  Omnipotence !
are plainly set forth. Where then is the boasted power of the
““ Ego” of the personality claimed by all the *“isms ” of the day,
that it can make or not make its own future destiny, and that it
has the power, by its own short ficeting sojourn in earth condi-
tions, to demand for itself an entrance into** heaven,” or other-
wise to plunge itgelf into Hell ! The cardinal error, that its form
arises from mistaking a part from the whole, and fancies that the
earth (or its correspondent—-this same Ego), is the centre of the
umverse, whereas, boththe carth and it, are hut atoms so minute
that they are infinitely little, when compared to the myriad
planets and solar systcimns that revolve in the Vast Expanse !

What the natural sun is to the planets, viz : the Mighty One !
80 the central spiritual sun, is to all who are dependent on that
for the sustenance and development of the life of the spirit
atom in all states and worlds. — The centrifugal foree projects
each atom from the parent sun, and starts it on its journey in its
orbit to gain an apparent life of its own, which having accom-
plished, the centripetal force is applied, and it returns again to
its central points, and so the process is repeated ad-infinitum.,
Such is the modits operandi of creative and recreative,—of gener-
ative and regenerative power, which begins not, ends not, stays
not, but in its ceascless activity, is, as put in the language of this
ancient work, incorruptible and inexhaustible !

To the beholder of this Form or Visage, who looks upon it
from a literal or natural standpoint, it must needs.be territic, but
interpreted spiritually by the science of correspondence, how
beautiful and glorious is theresponse, so grandly put, as the ¢ All
hail ! All Hail!” from all the assembled angels who gazed
thereon.

The Tiara or the crown with its three divisions, means the
rule of the enlightened spirit over all the three kingdoms of
nature. Query: Who can explain why the Papal crown is
formed of three divisions 7 How came the Roman Pontifls to
seize and use this particular shaped crown, while even Tmperial
and Royal crowns are content with one folded diadem? The
innumerable arms extending and embracing all Immensity, sig-
nifies the power of the regenerated spirit to compass and compre-
hend all knowledge and power, even forative and creative. The
radiant beams are the magnetic influences issuing forth from such
exalted spirits, conveying light and life to all those with whom
they are in rapport, in lower or more external degrees than them-
selves. The lustrous eyes areihe conscious intelligencewhich has a
universe for its vista, and embraces all wisdom to direct and

control.  The huge mouth with its projecting teeth has a deep
signiticance.  The mouth performns for the physical body, what

the rational faculty does for the spirit, it receives the food for its
aliment, and the teeth are the instruments used for preparing the
food to enter upon the stages where its life elements (by the in-
terior processes of digestion, &c.), arcappropriated for thé sus-
tentation of the human organism.

Precisely so is it with the action of the Spirit in reference to
that which is proper to its own domain.  T'hougyhts are received
upon which the rational faculty his to exercise its jurisdiction,
and according to the degree of its development, so the results.
Wahien: brought into contact with the real life source (in the most
interior degree), the truths, which are taken as such by the un-
developedorsensuous mind, that judges from phenomenal appear-
ances, are found to be fallacies—i. ¢., caricatures of truth ; hence
some of the forms of life being seen by Aijin 5 as ¢ fast between
the teeth” signitics the inability of the sensual mind to utilise
pure spiritual truths, and the forms projecting out with mangled
limbs, ete. ,meansthe negation of suchmerely sensuous imaginings,
and thereby are ‘““‘cast out 7 as destitute of any life-giving quali-
ties. The * weeping and gnashing of teeth” of the Clhiristian
record, refers to the same truth as the above,

The attitude of Aijine symbolises that of the Spirit when con-
fronted with the genuine truths and powers of those mighty
ascended ones who represent Deitic creative majesty ;5 it humbles
itself and becomes desirous of learning, and thus is as ““a little
child.”

Krishna, acknowledged as the * Conqueror of the Senses,”
symbuliscs that state which has ascended aliove all phenomena,
.pad seo8 that as tho mere eopression of o interjor reality,

which mouldsand makes it assume the form in which we as mor-
tals are conscious of it by an unerring and omnipotent law, that
is the highest wisdom and worthyof the effort of the enlightened
intellect to endeavour to elucidate.  That pure spiritual truths
and laws are impossible to be seen and understood by mere
natural conceptions, and material scientitic appliances, is plainly
enunciated in the closing sunmming-up of the Mighty One in this
Scene. But yet, impossible as it is for the external degree of the
mind, and difficult as it is for the intermediate or next degree to
understand these things, yet, to the inmost degree, when that is
opened up to receive and appropriate the influx from the heavens.
Spiritual truth and Celestial life becomes known and enjoyed,
and such will ever recognise ‘‘ all that is ”’ as the manifestations,
in all degress, states and worlds, of the one only Life, from
which and its manifestation there cannot be a division or separa-
tion,

The concluding revelation as to the method of its conscious
attainment, in the final utterance of Krishna, shews that it can-
not be reached by an effort which mortals may use, while under
the fallacious idea that they can do it themselves, for, just at the
point where they do come near to its goal, they see and admit
that it is not themselves, but that Mighty Power, working
through (heretofore) unseen and unknown myriad agencies, this
work has been accomplished.  In short, that ‘“all” is a matter
of progressive growth and development, precisely as the uncon-
scious babe has to advance to adult maturity, in obedience to a
law of which it (through all the stages of its life), is utterly
oblivious. Even sois it withthe spirit atom itself—not until it has
reached the summit of its own c.ntral life and power, in ages
required for its full development that no mathematician can
figure, will # becoine acquainted with, and a conscious participa-
tor of, what we but faintly conjecture pertain to the Intinite and
Eternal ! In the attainment of this grand and glorious path, we
must all of necessity pass through the purifying process, which
involves suffering and apparent conflict, and the harassment of
the foes, is the prophecy of the ultimate victory to the struggling
spirit, which when crowned with success, will see that what it in
its ignorance had thought to be its foes, were in reality its best
and truest friends.

[The above comments and those which appeared in our last are
to be read together, as the explanation of Scene xi., Chap. xv.]

ADMISSIONS BY PROFESSIONAL CONJURORS.

—

1. Mr. Williun Irving Bishop, in the course of a letter to the
Echo of September 11th, 1880, tells us that he is the master and
instructor of Mr. Stuart Cumberland in the art of exposure. H
administers a snub to the latter gentleman for wishing to pr'odu °
the impression that all Spiritualistic phenomena are mere coce
juring, and says *‘ This is not the case. . . . | In over ten.
years' experience of mediums and Spiritualists, with all sorts .;
conditions and facilities for studying these phenomena I adm(?t
there are certain genuine manifestations. These I und’ertake tl.o
explain, although not on the basis of Jugylery, which indeed, i
some cases wouldbe wholly irvelevantand inapplicablé. Hithér;n
I have not been able to expose every professional medium ((;
reproduce all Spiritualistic experiments, and I am still anxi(’)u:r;
discover whetlier there is any truth in the claims of the S irit(-)
ualists. W. IxviNe Bisiop,”

We come next to Mr. Johm Nevil Maskelyne, tl
sional conjuror of the Egyptian Hall.  In the cn;‘;!‘se’ of :!elnll)ll;(l)ifs?.
lished correspondence with a Spiritualist in the year 1873 h;
writes i— »

“T wish you distinctly to understand that I do not presy
prove that such manifestations as those stated in thg re ,(:l;: (tff'
the Dialectical Society,” [upon mediumistic phenomena]]'uam
produced by trickery—I have never denied that such manifesta.
tions are genuine.” Maskelyie and Cooke, An Eeposé dc. B
Iota. (Proofs corrected by Mr. Maskelyne). - By

3. 1In 1877, Sumucll Bti'lluchini, Court Conjuror to the En.
peror of Germany, made the following sworn declaration
a notary at Berlin’ (translated). before

¢ After I had, at the wish of sevoral highly esteemed gentle
men of rank and position, and also for my own interest, testeq
the physigal medivmship of Mr. Slade jn & series of sittingy b'
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full day-light, as well as in the evening, in his bedroom, I must,
for the sake of truth, hereby certify that the phenomenal occur-
rences with Mr. Slade have been thoroughly examined by me
with the minutest observation and investigation of surroundings,
including the table, and that I have not in the smallest degree
found anything to be produced by means of prestidigitative
manifestations or by mechanical apparatus : and that any explan-
ation of the experiments which took place under the circum-
sances and cenditions then obtaining by any reference to presti-
digitation, is absolutely impossible.”

4 Robert Houdin, the great French conjuror, who made a
special study of the arts of simulating clairvoyance, nevertheless
distinctly and pnblicly admitted that he had witnessed genuine
clairvoyance, which he was unable to explain. (Memoire
addressé a U dcademie Francais par le Marguis de Mirville : Paris,
1847. Des Exprits et de lenr maifestations, dec).  Testimony of
Robert Howdin set ont at length,

6. M. Jacobs, a well-known conjuror at Paris, is an avowed
Spiritualist, and has recently written to a Spiritualistic Society
there on the subject of the discrimination of true from false mani-
festations.  (Published in Licht, Mehr Licht, May 16th, 1880.)

Gentlemen and ladies attending Conjurors’ lectures are

respectfully recommended to accept with reserve one sided state- |

ments on a subject on which they have possibly no personal
experience and the evidences of which they may not have studied.

o conjuror or exposer has ever yet been known to accept
Spiritualistic conditions, though each may assure his audience
that his own conditions are the same.

The best manifestations are often obtained in home and
private circles, without the presence of any paid medium.
Women, boys, and girls, even little children are often the best
mediums,

DIETETIC REFORM.

It was with much pleasure I read your remarks on Dictetic
Reform in its relation to Spiritualism ; its importance can not
be over-estimated. I speak from experience, although rather
late in life, having turned sixty years when I began the experi-
ment, yet the great good I have derived mentally as well as bod-
ily, from a total abstinence from a flesh diet, together with the
frequent use of the Vapornr Bath (generally three times a week).
The effect is8 most beneficial, and everyone that is desirous of
cultivating the highest conditions of mediumship, and who is
desirvus of experiencing the highest Spiritual influence, mwst
cleanse the body inwardly and outwardly—the skin and theblood ;
nay, the very elements of the body must be considered.  Shall
the temple of God be built up of pig-meat, or the flesh of bulls
and sheep, or rather of the fruits of the earth ?  If we seck the
higher and better manifestations of the spirit of light and truth,
we must use the means, must cleanse the house and prepare a
proper welcome.  Five years abstinence has been of great bene-
tit to myself, and T am glad to encourageothers to adopt a course
of life that I have found so bencticial.  Frequently when in con-
versation with Spiritualists my nasal organ ismuch offended, and
I wonder if our spirit visitors have lost the power of smell, if not,
I do not wonder that their message is short. I know the difficul-
ties that encompass many, but when there is the will there gener-
ally is found the way. Habits are strong, wills are weak ; no
one can practise the laws of health without reaping arich reward.

W. N. ARMFIELD.

SMALL-POX MANUFACTORIES IN
GEORGE IIL

——

THE REIGN OF

T suBJoIN a few extracts from a “description of the prisons of
England and Scotland, by Dr Lettsom and Mr Neild, seventy
or eighty years ago, which will go far to explain the pre-
valence of zymotic disease among the vagabond portion of the
population :—

NorwicH PrisoN —‘ Sewerage very offensive. Dead wells

yithout drainsge. I had to retyeat oue rainy morning from the

jailor’s parlour, the smell was so unbearably nauseous. These
too often neglected matters are of the greatest consequence, and
are principal ingredients of unhealthiness.”

MoxmotrTn GaoL.—*“ An offensive tub in one corner of the
day-room, which was emptied once a quarter.”

? AsTON GoaL (near Birmingham).—*Two dark, damp sleep-
ing-rooms, down ten steps, through a trap door level with the
court. Unfit for any human being.”

CoveNTRY GoarL.—* Descent of twelve steps into four dum’;:
and offensive dungeons, nine feet by six.  Kettles of pite
and tar are burnt in them every other day; also fumigation
with vinegar. A disgrace to the city. Debtors room fumigated
with vinegar twice a-weck.”

Our ancestors did not approve of the removal of the cause :
they preferred to undergo ¢ protection” against the effect.

H. D. DUDGEON, in Vaccination Inguirer,

Mr Octavius E. Coope, M. P., speaking at Acton, on Tth
July, observed, ‘1 have always regarded Dr. Jenner as one of
the greatest benefactors of mankind, but the government now
propose, by allowing a man to pay a pound, to spread small-pox
over his neighbourhood.”—We kelicve Mr Coope is a brewer,
but when he speaks he should try to keep his beer out of
his brains. Vaccination Inguirer,

SCEPTICISM V. FAITH.
g

Sir,—In the ** Herald of Progress” of the 18th instant, there
is & letter over the initials *“ I. H,” entitled ** Suggestion to the
Cornish Exile.” I scarcely understand the writer's meaning,
but with your permission I will take this opportunity of venti-
lating a few personal opinions on the subject of Modern Spirit-
ualism.  Referring to some remarks made by me in Weir's
Court, on the 19th ultimo, *“I. H.” observes, ‘‘How much
evidence will be required to convince a man of the genuineness
of materializations, who asserts as he (1. C. E.) did on Sunday
evening, that ¢ he disputed that any medium had ever been
caught,” aud this in the face of the numerous exposures which
have been made from time to time.”

Your readers will perceive that T was, in the estimation of
your intelligent correspondent ‘1. H,” weak-minded enough
to declare my disbelief in those alleged oceurrences yelept *‘ ex-
posures.”  Now I accept the soft impeachment of believing
where many are sceptical, but whilst believing, T also hope to be
able to show grounds to justify my belief; and if sufficient
grounds can be shewn to warrant belief, in what hasbeen termed
the instantancous transposition of the natural body of the
medium, from one spot to another, then I trust that even “I.H.”
will perceive the unkindness of a remark which, if anything, im-
plies weak-mindedness on my part.  But does belief in what is
termed  ““ the marvellous” denote weak-mindedness ? and is
scepticism associated with all that is robust and manly ?  Surely
no reasonable man or woman would reply in the aftirmative.
Faith or belief is more frequently than not the immediate result
of great intuitive powers, (and this remark applics to humanity
generally, and is not contined to the one class called Spiritual-
1sts,) whilst scepticism is too frequently snother name for dull-
ness.  You may hammer away at the brains of some people for
years, and you cannot beat into them the simplest problem in
Euclid, and evolution will have to pursue its destined course, for
an age or two yet, before some minds will realize the existence
of Nature’s Laws and their peculiar functions.  So far as the
human body is concerned, and the laws governing its operations,
I have heard an eminont doctor say, that the more deeply he in-
vestigates the phenomena of Modern Spiritualism, the more sur-
prised is he at the subtlety of the acencies at work ; and
thoughtful spiritualists wust agree with this observation.

What is Matter? One of the leading physicists of the day
seems to regard it as a slumbering deity, who unfolds from its
vast bosom, beings like ourselves, possessed of great energy and
creative powers.  Spiritualism, on the other hand, declares that
throughout the length, breadth, and depth of Nature, there
reigns supreme over all and in all things* one Eternal Power or
Person, and matter (or what 1 make boeld to denominate gross
spiritual substance) is the plastic element which portrays the
creations of His mind, Matter is to mind what pawnt is tq the

Bl
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artist ; but it is to be observed that whilst the form, or idea, is
permanent, matter is for ever changing.  Man, so far as his
natural body is concerned, is not the same for any two seconds
of time, and in this he is like Nature herself. A scientific writer
has aptly compared Nature to a cataract : the form or outline is
preserved, but the material composing it is impermanent. So
with the real and the natural man. The real man (the spirit)
preserves the form, the outlines, by which we identify each other,
whilst the material elements we attract as covering, are for ever
changing. And a question well worthy the consideration of
science to-day is, ‘‘by what process docs the spirit control its
material counterpart 7’ Before sceptics forget good nature, and
ridicule men equally as honest and intelligent as themselves,
they should endeavour to solve what seems a very simpie pheno-
menon, and reply to the question—** By what power or process
does the human spirit control and manipulate the ten stone,
more or less, of solid matter with which it is now encumbered ?”
‘What is the connecting link between the force residing

in the spiritual bady and the inert mass of matter
which it moves? Given this substance, what 1is to

prevent the disembodied spirit exercising the same force on
matter that he was capable of exercising when in earth life 7 So
much for the phase of physical phenomena—now as to the mate-
rialisations. Like all other phenomena of nature, we tirst become
aware of the fuct, and afterwards by patient rescarch, learn
aboutfthe laws governing the phenomena. It has been so in
every department of nature from the beginning.

Matter in itself is weightless, and this solid, massive-looking
globe can be no heavier than the universal ether in which it
floats. Gravity—the Force of Gravity alone—gives to material
substances an appearance of weight, and any rational man or
woman must confess that if the law of gravity could be suspended,
weight would cease to exist, and matter would cease to cohere in
its particles. Now, may not those spirits who control the forces,
&c., at materialising scances, be possessed of a knowledge of some
law, which, being superior to the law of gravity, temporarily
annthilates it ? It is easier to conceive this, in, for instance, the
case of Philip being carried from one part of the Holy Land to
another part, than to suppose that he was borne through the air,
being still subject to the law of gravity. Again, most Spirit-
ualists, who, having eyes have seen, and having minds, have
reflected, have oft-times wondered at the facility with which
the materialised spirit-form passes through solid substances, or
through perforated screens. It is certain that in such a case,
there must a be temporary loss or the coherence of the material
atoms composing the borrowed body, and if this loss can be
brought about in the material of the psychic form, could there
not be produced a similar surrender of coherence in the particles
of matter which compouse the medium's natural body ¢  For one,
I think there could be, and this it is which permits of the pheno-
menon called ‘“ exposures "' or *‘ captures of spivits !”

It is geuerally understood in Christendom, that Jesus, after
being crucified, rose again from what Christendom calls *‘ the
dead!” and took possession of the physical frame that had
suffered on the cross. Probably this was 8o, and I wish to draw
attention to the fact that with that solid body he was known to
pass freely through walls and partitions. The same kind of
phenomenon is happening to-day. A cabinet may be composed
of iron, and the medium may be locked therein. Under these
conditions, I assert the possibility of a form appearing in the
midst of the circle similar in face and figure to the medium
within, If the conditions of the circle are bad—if the circle is
composed of sitters who pride themselves on their strength of
mind and hardness of heart, the chances are that the materialised
form will precisely resemble the medium, from the fact that the
elements composing its body have been drawn almost solely
from the medium. Under these circumstances, one sitter, less
patient, or bolder, or more stupid than the rest, seizes the form,
which, in the end proves—by the cabinet being vacant—to be no
other than the natural body of the medium.

When first the seizure is made, we have suflicient proof to
know that there are two beings, cach like the medium, the one
inside the cabinet, the other outside. These halves must unite.
Either the physical body inside the cabinet must coalesce with
the struggling form outside, or the psychic-form must demateri-
alise from the hold of the captor, and be restored to its owner.

AsSce that excellent article in the issue of Qctobey lst, eutiﬂ?ﬁ,
4 The Philogopby of Spixit)” by W, Oxley,

If the captor were friendly, there is no doubt that the form
wonld dematerialise, and the medium be found in the cabinet.
Of that, I for one, have no shadow of doubt, and I treat with
very calm contempt the opinions of men who declare those fools
who think in this direction. For myself, I do not fear to follow
wherever Truth may lead, no matter how grotesque may be the
forms she thinks proper to assume ; and it will take something
more than the prejudice and ignorance of the sceptic—ignorance
as to matters spiritual and spiritualistic—tp prevent me following
the path illuminated by the purest light we have yet received on
this subject. If the captor be unfriendly, a so-called ¢ exposure ”
takes place, but—where is the medium? To reply to this, per-
mit me to make one remark concerning trance speakers.

It is taught that when a trance speaker is controlled by a
foreign spirit, the spirit of the medium—that is the medium him
or herself—is frequently absent from the body : in fact he may
be a thousand miles away. This, I opine, to be the case of the
‘“captured " spirit form. A stranger bearing a likeness to the
medium (because built up from the natural body of the medium)
is seized and held, and by the process of transference of material
particles already described, the iwle natural body of the medium
13 at length found in the possession of the captor ; but—and itis
this which I insist on—tlie medium is not now in contact with
his or her natural body, but is like the trance-speaking medium
a discrete entity. It 1s said that such an explanationis too re-
condite for the public to hear, and I am willing to admit the
fact ; but believing it to be true—as I most assuredly do—is it
right to abandon the unfortunate medium to the fury of the
foolish mob, simply because they are unable and unwilling to
study the laws appertaining to materialisations? T should deem
myself a rascal and a coward if I did not fearlessly express my
views when human suffering demanded it. I can forgive ignor-
ance, but I hesitate to condone unkindness and ill-natured
criticism.  Our first consideration should be for those peculiarly
organised beings called *‘ mediums,” and not for what the public
may think of this or that occurrence. Treat the public as a big,
troublesome, unruly child, as itis, and remember that no re-
ligion, science, or philosophy has sprung into existence without
meeting with opposition similar to what we are feeling to-day.
We are, as arecent writer has said, now in the very *‘ middle and
heat of the conflict "—the battle is raging fiercely around us, and
it behoves every manly breast and every womanly bosom to stand
firm to the cause of truth. In a little time—two or three years
at the most—victory will be ours, and from all sides congratula-
tions will pour in on those who have fought the good fight in
honesty of purpose and sincerity of soul; but to-day we require
courage and constancy in addition to the faith, hope, and charity
taught by that glorious exponent of ancient spiritual truth—the
heroic and enthusiastic Paul. T. C. E.

P.S.—When I commenced thisreply my intention was to have
written a letter only, but interest in the snbject has been the
cause of it developing into itspresent length. There is one re-
mark, Mr Editor, I would like to make in reference to the views
I expressed in Weir's Court on the 12th ultimo. I am truly
sorry to have then appeared as opposed to the opinions of our
worthy and esteemed president, Mr Mould, and 1 feel grateful
that his first ac: on meeting me some days after was to grasp my
hand, saying, in answer to my query whether I had mortally
affronted him —*¢ My dear sir, you have a perfect right to your
opinion as I to mine, and the platform at Weir's Court is for the
purpose of expressing the very broadest and boldest opinions
consistent with morality.”  His position as president compels
him, no doubt, to feel responsible towards the public, and thus
his kindheartedness is invoked in its behalf. Knowing, as I do,
the native goodness of heart and strength of intellect of our
president, I am in this respect grieved for having differed from
him ; but having been assured by himself that ke thinks no less
of me for my antagonistic views, I can with pleasure here repeat
the expression that I made use of at fthe time quoted by “1. H.,”
*“I do not care two straws for the opinions of those who from
prejudice and an inability to concentrate their mindson the sub-
ject are unfit of themselves to arrive at a correct judgment.”

Since writing the above I have read Mr Oyston's very ex-
cellent article on Materialisations, and I fully agree with every
word there recorded. The article should be written in letters of
gold and freely distributed among those professing the name
of Spiritualist, Would there were more minds like hiy in oug
movement,



Oct. 15, 1880.]

THE HERALD OF PROGRESS,

213

LIST OF SOCIETIES.

The following list of societies are inscrted fiee of charge for the
convenience of Spiritualists visiting other towns.  And that it may
be useful and reliable, we request Secretaries and others to furnish
us with their names and addresses, and to notify us of any altera-
tion being made of Secretaries or places of meeting :—

Newcastle-on-Tyne Spiritual Evidence Society,
3, WEIR'S COURT, NEWGATE STREET.
President : Mr. Joux MocLp, 12, St. Thomas' Crescent, Newcastle,
Hon. Sec.: Mg, H. A. Kensky, 4, Eslington Terrace, Newcastle.
LECTURES FOR OCTORBER.
Sunday, October 17........Mlr J. Wright...Trance Address ...at 2:30 and 6:30 p.m,
Monday, » 1N do, do. ..t 8 pamn,
Sunday, o 24 Varlous Speakers...Normal.........at 610 pm.
” w 3L ..MrJ. A. Rowe...Normal Address, at 6:30 p.m,
Admission free. A collection to defray expenses.
WEEKLY SEANCES AND MEETINGS,
Sunday, Seance, 10-30 a.n....* Form Manifestations,” Miss C. E. Wood
Tuesday, Seance, 8 p.m....* Physica )Manifestations,” Miss C. E. Wood
Wogdnesday, & pm... Class for Aspirational and Devotional Spiritualism
Thursday, Seance, 8 p.m....* Formn Manifestations,” ... Miss C. E. Wood
Eridag, ot Bpam, uuvscasmuonameismimermmaessmsssamsns Private Circle
Saturday, 8 p.n...Developing Cireles for Members and Friends (free)

NotTe.—No strangers are admitted without an introduction by o
member. Spiritualists from a distance are requested to write to the
Secrotary before coming, and arrange for so doing.

The Library of the Society is open every Wednesday evening from 8
to 9 p.m. for the issue of Books to Members.

Gateshead Spiritial Society.
Sunday Services, Temperance Hull, High Street, Gateshead.

Ashington Spiritual Society.
Secretary, Mr. G. Scott, Ashington Colliery, Northumberland.  Circles
for Physical Phenomena, Trance Speaking and Clairvoyance meet
regularly. Improvement Class meets on Sunday Evenings, at 6:30

Euscelsior Society of Spiritualists.
Scotland Gate, near Morpeth. Sec., Mr G. Hall, Choppington Colliery.
Circlo Meetings every Monday and Thursday, at 7 p.m.  United Gath-
erings of the whole Circles on tirst Wednesday in the month, at 7 p.m.

Cardiff Spivitual Society.
Heathfield House, 1, West Luton Place, Cardiff. Pres., Mr Rees Lowis.
Sundays, Public meectings, at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesdays, Developing Circle.  Thursdays, aterialisation, or
Physical Manifestations. (For Members.)

Birmingham Society of Spiritualists.
Pres., Mr R. Harper.  Vice-Pres,, Mr R, Groom.  See, Mr J, Kennedy
Oozells Street Board School.  6:30 p.m,
Leicester Spiritualists’ Society.
Sec., Mr Wightman, 56, Cranbourne-street, Leicester.  Sundays, Publie
Services, 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Thursdays, for Members only, 8 p.m.

Manchester and Salford Spiritualists’ Socicty.
268,Chapel-st, Salford. Manchester, Hon. See, Mr R.A.Brown, 33,Downing
Street, Manchester. Public Meetings overy Sunday evening at 6-30.
October 17 Mr Woud, Oldham,
4. at Girosvenor Street,
» SL Mr Tetlow, Heywood.
Walsall Spiritual Society.

1, Exchange Buildings, High Street. Walsall. Sec., Mr Thos. Blinkhorn,
16, George-st., Walsall. Sundays, 11 a.m., Mcetings for conversation;
630 p.m., Trance Addresses. Collection at close.  Mondays, 8 p.m.
Public Seance ; non-Members, 8d.  Tuesdays, 8 p.m., Development
Circle. Wednesdays, 8 p.n., Physical Phenomena. Members only.

Muanchester Association of Spiritualists,

Temperance Hall,Grosvenor-st., Sunday Afternoon, 2-30. Pres., R. Fitton,
44, Walnut-st., Chectham, Manchester. See., W. T. Braham, 392,
Stretford-rd., Manchester. A mecting is held every Wednesday evening
at 7-:30, when trance discourses are delivered. Medium, Miss E. A. Hall,

(Messrs. Wright, “ National
veee.. Misg E, A, Hall | October 24 - orse, Confer-
L and Lambelle} ence.”
October BLuuwuniiinnis coevnerenen

veeveen Mr Tetlow
Nottingham Association of Spiritualists.
ITon. Sec.: Mr. Yates, 39, Lower Talbot Street, Nottingham.
On Sunday morning at 10-45 a Cirele for Development.
Sunday evening at 6:30, Public Tranco and Normal Addresses are given,
A Seance is also held on Thursday evening at 8 o'clock.

October 17 ...

Glasgow Association of Spiritualists.
164, Trongate. Pres.,, J. Walker, Esq. Vice Pres., Mr. J. Robertson.
Hon. Sec., Mr. J. McG. Munro, 33, Daisy Street, Govanhill. Sunday
morning meetings are held, commencing at 11-:30, at which Read-
ings from the spiritual teachers of humanity are given and discussed.

Children’s Lyeeum, conducted by Mr Robertson, every Sunday aé 2 p.m.

Yorkshirve District Committee.

Dresident : Mr. B. Liees.  Viee-President : Mr. R. Jarvis,
Auditor : Mr, Owen, Leeds.

Secretury : Mr. C. Poole, 28, Purk Street, Barkerend Road, Bradford.
LPlan of Spealkers for October,
BrAprORD.—Spiritualist Church, Charlotte Street, Manchester Road, at
2:30 & G p.m. See., R. Jarvis, 20, Paisley Street

October 17...Miss Harrisun, Shipley | October 24... Mrs Jarvis, Bradford
| s  31..Mrs Illingworth, Bradford
(Wade's Meoting Room, Bowling, at 2:30 and 6 p.m.)
Sec. Mr. Smith, Garnett Street, Bradford,
October 17...Mr W. Farrar, Pndsey ; October 24...Mr Dent, Heckmondwike
«  31..Miss Harrison, Shipley
(Spiritual Lyceum, Top of Heap Lane, Tennyson Place, at 2:30 & 6 p.m.)
See., C. Poole, 28, Park Street.
October 17...Mr W, Pell, Stanningley October 24... Mr John Wright, Keighloy
\ sy 4L..Mrs Jurvis, Bradfurd
HavLirax.—Spiritual Institution, Peacock Yard, Union-st., at 2:30 and
6 p.m. Sec., Mr. Chas. Applevard, 6, Albert-st., Gibbot-st.
Qctober 17...Mrs Rutler, Bingley October 31...Mr Wallis, Nottingham
w  24..0Mr W, Pell; Stanningley l November 1 do. du.
SowERBY-BRIDGE.—Spiritualist Progressive Lyceum, Hollins Lane, at
G-30. Sce., Mr W. Walker, 46, Conway Street, Halifax.
October 17...Mr A. D. Wilson, Halitax | Octuber 24...Mrx Dobron. Batley Carr
| s  Mr Armitage, Batley Carr
BatLey Carr.—Batley Carr Association, Town Street, at 6:30 p.m
See.. Mr. J. Armitage.
October 17...Mr Armitage, Batley Carr Octuber 24...Mr A. D. Wilson, Halifax
l «»  3L.Mr John Wright, Keighley
MorLEY.—Spiritual Mission Room, Church Street. at 2:30 and 6 p.m.
See.. Mr. Jos. Ward. Cross Hall,
October 17...3Mrs Dubson, Batley Carr October 24...Mr Armitage. Batley Carr
w  31L.3r W, Pell, Stanningley
BixGLEY.—Ante-Room, Odd-Fellows’ Hall, at 2:30 and 6 p.m.
See., C. Hlingworth, 4, Lindum Terrace.
October 17...Mr Morrell, Keighley 1 October 24...Mrs Ilingworth, Bradford
' s 31..Mus Butler, Bingley
OsseTT—Sce. Mr George Cooper.
October 17...Miss Hance, Shipley Qctober 24...Local
»  31...Mrs Dobson, Batley Carr

Lancashire District Committee,
LiveRrooL.
Perth Hall, Perth-street, West Derby-road. Services every Sunday—
Morning, 11 o’clock s Evening 6:30. Monday Evenings, 8 o'clock.
I1. Morris, Hon. See., 33, Cobden-street, Everton-road.

Sunday, Oct, 17....00uuint MrJ. C. Wright | Sunday, Oct. 24 .............Local Speaker
5 p Sl MrWodohnsen

ROCHDALF.
Sunday, Oct. 17 .,.......Mr Jolin Lithgow | Sunday, Oot, 24. ..Loeal Speaker

" » .. Miys K. A, Hall
New MiLLs

Bundays, Oct. 17, 24, and TR 7933 Speakers

HEYWOOD.
Sec., Mr Wilde, Queen-st., off Market-place. 10-30 and 2-30.
HYDE.
Oct, 26...... ...Mr W. Johnson,

Heywood Spirvitualists’ Society.
10, Clive-st.—Scance every Tuesday evening at 730
Strangers admitted upon request

British National Association of Spiritualists.
38, Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury, W.C. Scerctary, Miss C. A, Burke.
South London Spiritual Society.

8, Bournemouth Road, Rye Lane, Peckham, S.E. Mectings—Wednes*

days, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 11 a.m. (for Enquirers), 7 p.m. (Seloct Meeting).

For particulars of admission, address Seceretary, as above.

Marylebone Proqressive Institute and Spivitual Evidence Society

Qucebec Hall, 25, Great Quebee Street, London, W, Sec., Mr J. M. Dale
Sunday evenings, at 7; Servico conducted by Mr Iver MacDonnel.
Tuesday, Lecturo at 8 pn. Wednesday. Members' Seanco, at 8-30.
Sat. evening, public Secance. Mrs Treadwell, medium. Admission 6d.

Hackney Spiritual Evidence Society.

6, Ficld View, London Fields, Dalston, E. Mr C. R. Williams, Sec. Miss
Barnes, Medium.  Sunday, 10-30 a.an., Form Manifestations; 7 p.m.,
ordinary Seanco. Tuesday, 8 p.m., Physical Manifestations. Every
other evening, except Thursdays. Strangers required to send notice,

Goswell Hell (London) Sunday Services.

290, Goswell Road. See., Mr W. Towns, 1, Albert Terrace, Barnsbury
Road, N. Sundays—Conferences, 11a.m. ; Lectures, 6:30 p.m.

Great Yurmouth Association of Investigators into Spiritualism.

Sec., Mr R. R. Dale, 3, Waterpark-ter., Southtown-rd., Gt. Yarmouth,
Sundays.—Instructive Seances, at which Discourses are delivered,
Tuesdays—Invyestigators'Seance. Thursdays—Development Seance.
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SPECIAL NOTICE.
A GENERAL CONFERENCE OF BRITISH SPIRITUALISTS

WILL BE HELD IN THE
TEMPERANCE HALL GROSVENOR STREET,
MANCHESTER,
ON Sunpay AND Moxpay, OcroBer 24TH and 25TH, 1880,

Erecutive Committee @

Mr J. LAMONT, Liverpool | Mr R. FITTON, Manchester
Mr J. CHAPMAN, ,, Misses BLUNDELL, ,,

Mr C. PARSONS, Rochdale
Mr J. SUTCLIFFE, ,,

Mr JOHNSON, Hyde.
Hon. See. 2
Mr. J. J. MORSE, London.

ZT~ The Conference will extend over Two Days,

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS:
Sunpay, Ocr. 24TH. :

10'30 a.m.......Trance Address......Mr J. C. WricHT, Liverpool
2:30 pm. ..eeee o, sy  +.MrW. H. LAMBELLE, Newcastle
680 ,, e o vy eeees «... MrJ.J. Mogse, London

It is expected that Mcssrs W. Stainton Moses, J. Mould, and
A. T. T. Peterson (A.T.T.P.) will scverally preside over the
above Meetings.

Moxnpay, Oct. 25TH.

Conference will assemble at 11 a.m. and 230 p.m., when
Papers will be read and discussed, and the question of National
Unity oonsidered. Papers on the undermentioned topics are
requested. All Papers to be sent to the Hon. Sec. on or before
Oct. 11, 1880 :— ’

The Principles of Spiritualism.

Is Spiritualism a Public Movement ?

Are Paid Workers requisite for the promotion of Spiritualism ?

Ought Spiritualists to constitute themselves a party in the
State ?

Is a National Federation desirable ?

The Future Work of Spiritualism.

Mediums, and how to use them.

Trance Speaking : its Value.

Evidences of Healing Mcdiumship

Why is Spiritualism not held to be respectable ?

Local Societies : their work and its value.

District Organisations : their Objects, Constitutions, and
Agencies.

What are we doing for our young ?

AT 530 p.M.
A TEA PARTY AND CONVERSAZIONE WILL BE HELD
Tickets, 1/- each.
Further information can be obtained from the Hon. Sec.,
J. J. Morsg, 22, Palatine Road Stoke Newington, London, N,

MR. J. J. MORSE'S APPOINTMENTS.

KEereHLEY-—October 17, Temper- | MaNcHESTER—October 24 & 28 —
Hall, Afternoon, 2:30; Even- National Confercnce
ing, 6 LoxNpox—October 31 and Nov. 2
NEWCASBTLE—November 7 and 8

Mg, MorsE is open to Engagoment in all parts of the kingdom., For
terms and dates address him at 22, Palatine Road, Stoke
Newington, London, N.

MR. E. W. WALLIS’ APPOINTMENTS.
Falmouth, Oct. 10 to 18.inclusive | Iulifux, Oct. 31 and Nov. 1
Devonport and Plymouth, Oct, 19 | Glusyow, Nov. 14 and 15
and following days
Mr Wallis is open to engagements in all parts of the kingdom. TFor
torms and dates address Lim at 538, St. Aun’s Well Road, Nottingham,

.

ADSHEAD’S DERBY CEMENT,

For Repairing Glass, China, Parian Marble, Papier Mache,
Leather Ornaments, Cue Tips, Fancy Cabinet work, and for
Setting Precious Stones.

The Derby Cement is the best ever offered to the Public
for repairing Meerschaum Pipes. The Strongest and Quickest
Setting Cement in the World, beautifully Transparent, and
defies separation,

MEERSCHAUM PIPE TESTIMONIAL.

45, CANDLERIGGS, GLAsGOW, November 19, 1870.
Mr. ADSHEAD.

Dear Sir,—I had the misfortune some time ago to break my
meerschaum pipe olose to the bowl, and not being able to get it hooped,
I was induced to try your Derby Cement. I am very happy to inform
you that it madea very neat joint, and has stood the test of heat and mois-
ture for six months, and is now, for all useful purposes, as'good as ever.

I am, yours truly, ROBERT WHYTE.

Important Testimonial from Mr, Haggitt, Photographic Artist,
Market Place, South Shields.
October 8th, 1873,

I have put Adshead’s Derby Cement to a most severe test. I had a
negative picture on a sheet of glass, 12 inches by 10 inches. broken
across which I mended with the Cement; and I am glad to say that,
notwithstanding constant use and heavy pressure in the printing frame,
the glass remains as strong as ever.

To Mr. JonN NoBLE, Chemist, South Shields.

The Derby Cement is now Exported in large quantities to
all parts of the World, and is everywhere pronounced the best
article of the kind in use.

ADSHEAD'S DERBY PASTE,

For Cleansing Brass, Copper, Tin, and Britannia Metal,
In Tins at 1d., 2d., 3d., 6d., and 18. each.

This article is the servants’ true friend, enabling them with very little
trouble to keep their Dish Covers, Metal Tea and Coffee Pots, Candle-
sticks, Door Plates and Handles in the most perfeot condition. It will
make Britannia Metal as bright as Silver, and Brass as bright as
burnished Gold. Itis free from objections which are sometimes urged
against Polishing Articles, inasmuch as it is very clean in its appli-
cation, and will retain its excellent qualities in any climate for any
length of time. If the directions are attended to it will be found most
economical in use.

THE DERBY PASTH
Is supplied in large quantites to the principal Railway and other
companies in the kingdom; it fs also extensively used by the Police,
Military, and Volunteer Forces, while, according to a report from the
Proprietor's Agent in Cape Town, the Derby Paste has been chosen for
cleaning amd keeping in a state of brilliancy the Reflecters in the
Lighthouses on the African Coast.

ADSHEAD’S DERBY CREAM,

For Cleansing and Polishing all kinds of Cabinet Furniture, Oil
Cloths, Papier Mache, and Varnished Goods.
In Bottles, at 1d., 2d., 3d.. 4d., 6d., 1s., and 2s. each.

There is nothing more characteristic of the Englishwoman than the
desire to see everything about her put on its best appearance. Thanks
to chemistry, in every department of her household this may be
accomplished with very little trouble and at a very small cost, for
while by the aid of the Derby Paste she may make every article of
metal as bright as a mirror, by using the Derby Cream she may like-
wise make the furniture of the drawing-room, parlour, and bed-room
as beautiful as when it left the upholsterer’s show-room. By gentle
application it produces a hard, brilliant, and lasting polish, which
exhibits to great advantage the rich grain of walnut, rosewood, and
finer kinds of mahogany—while by frequent use it imparts to hard
woods that have not been French polished a surprisingly bright
surface. A trial will prove its excellence.

ADSHEAD’S SILVER SOAP

For Cleansing Gold, Silver, and Electro-Plate.

A splendid preparation! A single trial will unquestionably secure
for it precedence over every other article of the kind in use. In tablets
3d. and 6d. each.  ——
PREPARED ONLY BY

W. P. ADSHEAD?
MANUFACTURING CHEMIST, BELPER.
London Warehouse :—

1 & 2, AUSTRALIAN AVENUE, JEWIN CRESCENT, E.C.
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PROGRESSIVE LITERATURE AGENCY,
22, PALATINE ROAD.
STOKE NEWINGTON, LONDON, N.
(Established 1878.)
AMERICAN LIST. NEW AND REVISED EDITION.

Mr J. J. Morsk having been appointed as tho English Agent of Messrs.
Colby and Rich, of Buston, U.S., is able to supply all the publications
upon Spiritual and Progressive Reforms issued by the above eminent
firm, including that justly celebrated periodical the BANNER OF LiGHT,
the oldest journal connected with Spiritualism. In issuing this new mul
revised edition of his American catalogue, Mr Morse invites attention
to various reductions in price, and the new arrangement for postal
orders, viz., all works in this list will, in future, be sent post paid to
any pluce in Great Britain, or any country in class “A.” of the Postal
Union. Since the establishment of this agency, a large number of
American works have been put into circulation here, and with the
above favourable arrangements, it is confidently expected still greater
business will be done. Special terms are made to Societies, Libraries,
or Book Stalls, and to Book Clubs. The trade supplied at the usual
terms. Any work not in stock procured to order. All orders filled, or
money at once returned.

ABRIDGED LIST OF WORKS ON SALE.

Nature’s Divine Revelations. A. J. Davis -
Great Harmonia, b vols., per vol. W
Death and the After Life

‘Views of our Heavenly Home (Last New Work)

Empire of the Mother. HEexsry C. WrigHr ...

Unwelcome Child

Arcana of Nature, 2 vols., per vol. HupsoN TU’I'[‘LE

Ethics of Spiritualism (Last New Work) v

Buddhism and Christianity. J. M. PEEBLES: ..~ 7>

Christ the Corner-stone of Spiritualism ,, =~ ...~

Jesus : Myth, Man, or God s .

Parker Memorial Hall Lectures

8piritual Harp (Words and Music)

Soul of Things, vols. 1, 2, and 3 (per vol.) Professor

Wy, DeNTON cor oee

Geology : The Past and Future of our Planct,

‘What was He ? or, Jesus in the Light of the 19th Century

Common-sense Thoughts on the Bible

The Irreconcilable Records ; or, Genesis and Geology W

Poems from the Inner Life. Lizzig Dotex o

Poems of Progress. Lizzie Dotex.. o voe

8elf Contradictions of the Bible ...

The Spirit World. Dr. E. CROWELL -

The World s Sixteen Crucificd Saviours. KERSEY GREAVES

» AUl works wpon Spiritualism, English and Foreign, kept
n stock o1 procured to vrder.
THE BANNER OF LIGHT,

A popular family paper, and the oldest journal devoted to the

spiritual philosophy in the world.

Terms of Subscription in advance, Fifteen Shillings per year, post-
age free. Specimen copies free.  Subscriptions discontinued
at end of the time paid for.

AGENT FOR ’Ii‘a E HERALD OoF PROGRESS.

Address all communications to J. J. MORSE, Progressive Litera-
ture Agency, 22, Palatine Road, Stoke Newington, London.
TERMS—CASH. P.0.0, ON 89 STOKE NEWINGTON ROAD, N.
CATALOGUES POST FREE.

NEW WORK. JUST OUT.

IMMORTALITY AND OUR EMPLOYMENTS HEREAFTER.
By Dr. J. M. PeEBLES. :
Price Seven Shillings and Sispence.

J. J. MORSE, Progressive Literature Ageney, 22, Palatine Road,
Stoke Newington, London, N.
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ARMSTRONG & MITCHELL,
TAITORS & OUTFITTERS,
3, SANDHILL, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.

T. D. TRWIIN,

GENERAL PRINTER AND PUBLISHER,
88, BOTTLE BANK, GATESHEAD.

Poems, Pamphlets, Lectures, and every deseription of Printing
ne (lHJ execnted.
ESTIMATES FURNISHED.

TEA, COFFEE, AND REFRESHMENT ROOM
218, NEw MARKET, NEWCANTLE-ON-TYNE.

J. HAYDOCK, Proprietor.

#2~J. H. contracts for Pic-Nic Parties, Good Templars’ Teas
and Coffee Suppers on the most reasonable terms.
EVERYTHING OF THE BEST QUALITY.

TEA! TEA!! TEA!!
ONE QUALITY. ONE PRIC

BEST BLACK TEA AT 2/8 PER LB,
MR. E. W. WALLIS

Begs to inform his friends and Patrons that he is now prepared to
supply TEA of superior quality and tlavour, at the low price of 2/8 w
Ib., and respectfully solicits a trial. Packages of & Ibs. for £1 10, sent
cnnmgo paid, to any address in the the united Kingdom, Address:
E. W. WALLIS, 338 St. ANN'S WELL Roan, NOTTINGHAM,
P.0.0.’s payz able at St Aun's Well Road Post Otfice.  Terms Cash,

JOHIN DODSWORTH
RESTAURANT AND DINING ROOMS,

89, Newgate Street, Newcastle=on-Tyne.
(NEXT poOR TO WEIR'S COURT.
Friends attending Seances or Lectures at Weir's Court, can be
supplied on the shortest notice.  On Sundays apply at private door.
GOOD BEDAN.

MR. E. W. WALLIS,
TRANCE MEDIUM AND LECTURER,
For Terms and Dates address—
338, ST. ANx's WELL Roan, Normingmam.

PROVINCIAL AGENCY FOR PROGRESSIVE LITERATURE.
(ESTABLISHED 1878.)
E. W. WALLIS, MANAGER,

338, ST. ANN'S WELL ROAD, NOTTINGHAM.
Standard English and American Spiritual and ¥reo Thought Publica-
tions kept in stock. New Works supplied as soon as published.

All Orders promptly executed.

THE RESURRECTION—HOW AND WHEN ?

TRANCE ORATION BY E. W, WALLIS. PRICE ONE PENNY.

SPARKILING HYGEIAI

The New Stimulant.
STRENGTHENING, TONIC, REFRESHING.
A Delicious Beverage and Real Nerve Tonic.

Entirely free from Alcohol.
€ Wholesale and Retail Agent for the NORTH of ENGLAND,
ROBERT RUTHERFORD,

Post Office Café, Newcastle-on-Tyne,
Sample Cases, containing a dozen Bottles, Six Shillings.

TO SPIRITUALISTS AND OTHERS.

TYNE COMMERGIAL TEMPERANGE HOTEL,
68, CLAYTON STREET
OPPOSITE THE ‘‘ JOURNAL” OFFICE, NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE,
(One Minute’s Walk from Weir's Court.)
Friends visiting the town will find comfortable accommodation,
Dinners, Teas, &c., on the shortest notice. Well aired
Beds, "and moderate charges,

“BOB AND T,
FORGET - ME - NOTS FHOM GOD'S GARDEN."

By F. J. THEOBALD. Price 1/6.
JaMES CLARKE, FLEET STREET, LONDON,

—_—O—
A pure-minded, charming story, replete with Spirituality, . It should be
. accessible to all readers, and will ln found equally inte re -‘(lug’ and suggestive
ot good thoughts to persuns of all ages, —* Buunerol Light,
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HARTLEY & ROBINSON,
Gonsg & Estaty Dgents & Ficensed Valueys

Offices for the Sale and Letting of Town and Country Houses,
Investments, and Collection of Rents.
Owners having Property for Sale or to Let will find the *House List,”
published on the first of each month, a most desirable medium for
disposing of the same. The List free on application.

Offices, 23, CoLLINGW0OD STREET, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.

W. C. ROBSON,
HOUSE AGENT,

RENTS COLLECTED ON MODERATE TERMS,

Agent to the Caledonian Fire and Life and the Edinburgh and Provinclal
Plate Glass Insurance Companies.

29, BLACKETT STREET, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.

JOHN STEVEN,
PAINTER AND PAPER-HANGER,
RoMULUS TERRACE,

WINDMILL HILLS, GATESHEAD.

MR. J. J. MORSE,
INSPIRATIONAL TRANCE SPEAKER,
22, PALATINE ROAD,

STOKE NEWINGTON, LONDON, N,

REMOVAL.
D. YOUNGER,
MESMERIST AND MESMERIC HEALER,

Has removed from Moscow House to 23, LEDBURY RoAD, Bayswater, -
W., four minutes’ from Notting Hill Gate Station, where he continues
to treat the most complicated diseases with marvellous success. He
also gives Private Lesaons in Mesmerism, and develops all kinds of
Spiritual Gifts in Medinms.
At Home Daily, except Wednesdays and Saturdays, from
2 till 6 p.m,, or by appointment.
Stamped directed envelope for reply.

J. COATES,
PRACTICAL PHRENOLOGIST,
(Lecturer on Anthropology, Hygiene, &c.),
JAMAICA STREET, GLASGOW,.

Consultations Daily, from 10 to 8.

Depot of Standard Workson Phrenology, Physiology, Psycholo,
Spiritualism, Mesmerism, Tempera’.nce, Hygiex;e, &e, =

EDWIN CLAFTON,
MAGNETIC HEALER AND MEDICAL BOTANIST,

JINKING LANE, HORBURY, NEAR WAKEFIELD,

65,

Mr CraFTON is & powerful Trance Healing Medium, and may
be consulted on all cases.

JOHN MILLER,
WHOLESALE GERMAN & DUTCH YEAST MERCHANT,

FRUITERER, &ec.,
PERCY STREET
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE,

700 RARE and VALUABLE RECEIPTS for making

Articles in Constant demand, and of Ready Sale. By
an ‘‘ Analytical Chemist.” Post Free 24 Stamps,—BagroN and
NicroLsoN, Consett, Durham,

ASTROLOGY, PHRENOLOGY, &c.—Delineations of Char-
acter, and Advice on the Affairs of Life, Diseases, &c.,
given,—For iculars, send stamped envelope to
PH, HEYDON, 18, Park STREET, LEEDS,

134,

. substances, alcoholic

“ EFFORT HOWEVER SMALL
PUT FORTH for the RIGHT
CAUSFa FAILS OF ITS EFFECT.
NO VOICE HOWEVER FEE|
LIGHTED UP FOR TBU‘I‘Hk EV
DIES AMIDST CONFUSED NOISES
OF TIME. discords of
sorrow, pain, and wrong, it raises s
deathless melody, whose notes of wail
ing are hereafter to be changed to those
of triumph, as they blend with the great
Harmony of BReconciled Universe.”
‘With each bottle of ENO’S FRUIT
ALT is given a large Illustrated
& heet, showing how to stamp out disease
< L EEe and premature death by natural means,
IN the race of this life ENO'S FRUIT SALT is an imperative hygienic need, or
necessary adjunct; it keeps the blood pure, prevents fevers and acute inflam-
matory diseases, and removes the injurious effects arising from stimulants and nar-
cotics, such as alocohol, tobacco, tea, and coffee. By natural means it thus restores
the nervous system to its normal condition, by preventing the great danger of poi-
soned blood and over cerebral activity, nervousness, irritability, worry, &c.

all LEAVING HOME FOR a CHANGE.—Bilious Attacks and Sea Sick-
ness.—“ I can seldom go to sea without being sick, and I can safely say ENO'S
FRUIT SALT is the only thing that ever gave me relief, and I shall ever recom-
mend it to all who suffer from sea sickness.—I am, yours truly, W. Boyos, Signal-
man, H.M.8, Industry, May 24, 1880."

OW to AVOID the INJURIOUS EFFCTS of STIMULANTS.—The present

system of living, partaking of too rich foods, as pastry, saccharine and fatty
rinks, and an iusufficient amount of exercise, frequently
derange the liver. I would advise all bilious people, unless they are careful to kees
the liver acting freely, to exercise great care in the use of alcoholic drinks, avoi
sugar, and always dilute largely with water. rience shows that porter, mild
ales, port wine, dark sherries. sweet champagne, liqueurs, and brandies are all very
apt to disagree: while light white wines, and gin or old whisky largely diluted with
soda water, will be found the least objectionable,

ALPITATION of the HEART, caused by liver derangement and in on,
frequoently called (or mistaken for) heart disease:—*On the 14th Aj I pur-
chased a bottle of your FRUIT SALT, not feeling very well at the time, and it had
an effect that I never anticipated wheh I bought it. I have suffered more or less
since the year 1841 from palpitation of the heart, but very badly during the last few
years. The least thing wouﬁl produce it during the day, and at night my aleep was
very much disturbed. Stra: to say, after the first dose of Fruit Salt, palpitation
suddenly ceased and has not since returned. Out of gratitude for the benefit which
I have received, I' have recommended it to all my friends, both in London and Yar-
mouth: at the same time, I feel it a duty to state the above facts, of which you can
make whatever use you please.—I am, dear Sir, yours respectfully, Truth.”

NO'S FRUIT SALT is Leculiarly adapted for any constitutional weakneas of the

liver. It possesses the power of reparation when digestion has been disturbed

or loat, and places the invalid on the right track to health. A world of woes is

noid:g b ntlhoaml who keep and use Eno's Fruit Salt; therefore, no family should
ever out it

AME%IGA INDIA, EGYPT, and on the CONTINENT.—IMPORTANT to all
T. :%I'ELLEBS.—“ Please send me half-a-dozen bottles of ENO'S FRUIT
SALT. I.éave tried ENO'S FRUIT SALT in Americs, India, Egypt, and on the
Continanli for almost every plaint, fever included, with the most satisfactory
results, I can strongly recommend it to all travellers; in fact, I am never without
it.—Younrs faithfully, an Anglo-Indian Official.”
GUINEA.—* How I wish T had a dozen bottles of T !
It ia the best medicine I have ever had, and the most refreshing drink I have
yet tried."—Explorations by Rev. J. Chalmers, London Missionary Society. A
ST. LEONARD'S, Exeter, 22, 6, 80.—Dear Sir,—Gratitude for benefits derlved
has suggested jhe following tribute to the merits of your saline :—I'm offered
more physic, fresh powders, new pills, From north and from south, west and east;
I take only one, whatever my ills, For ENO'S as good as 8 feast.—1 am, Bir, yours
gratefully, & Constan®User.
RAWING an OVERDRAFT on the BANK of LIFE.—Late hours, {qL , un-
natural excitement, breathing lm?um air, too rich food, alcoholic drink, gquty,
rheumatic, and other blood poisons, bilic , sick headache, skin eruptions, pim-
ples on the face, want of appetite, sourness of stomach, &ec.
%¥en: when I suffer from a brain o’erwrought—
Excited, feverish, worn from laboured thought—
Harassed by anxious care or sudden grief,
Irun to ¢ ENO' and obtain relief.”
A Barrister-at-Law, whose years now number above fourseore,

‘ U E ENOS FRUIT BALT. —

IT is pleasant, cooling, health-giving, refreshing, and Invigorating. You cannot
overstate its great value in keeping the blood pure and free from disease.

i ANY EMERGENCY.

T ought to be kept In every house and In every travelling trunk, in readiness for
;ni emergency ; for under eny circumstances its use is beneficial, and never
can do harm,

UCCESS IN LIFE.—* A new invention iy brought before the public and com-~

mands nuccess. A score of abominable imitations are immediately introduced

by the unscrupulous, who, in copying the original closely enough to deceive the pub-

lic, and yet not 80 exactly &s to infringo upon the legal rightas, exercise an ingenuity

that, employed in an original channel, could not fail to secure reputation and
profit."—Adams.

CAg'ALl'k;‘N.—mnnﬁna each bottle, and pee the Capsule s marked ENOS FRUIT

WI‘LHOUT it you have been imposed upon by a worthlesa imitation,

y a STS,
PEEFKEEB st ENO'S FRUIT SALT WORKS, Hatcham, London, S.E., by
J’ C. ENO'B PATENT.

ce 28, 9d. and s, 6d.
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