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f THE EDITORIAL CHAIR |

The Church and Spiritualism.

The vast majority of the people of these Southern
lands have no adequate realisation of the radical
change in thought—social and religious—that is
sweeping through Great Britain to-day. It is like a
mental hurricane.  And predominating all is the
amazing spread of the philosophy of Spiritualism!
Only those who keep in touch with these develop-
ments, through the agency of such journals as “The
Harbinger of Light,” can have the remotest concep-
tion of what is transpiring in these directions. The
Australian daily Press is very chary of giving pro-
minence to these themes. It would offend the ortho-
dox reader! Hence, the people are, to a large
extent, kept in utter ignorance of the progress that
Spiritualism is making at home. The comparatively
few—including the readers of this journal—are, of
course, better informed. We endeavour to make a
point of keeping them abreast of the times in this
respect, and for this reason, systematically repro-
duce the speeches and addresses of certain leaders
of thought in the Church and in the realms of
Science and Literature.

When we find intellectually-brilliant and influen-
tial men conducting a veritable campaign through-
out the country, holding packed meetings, and being
listened to with rapt attention, as they proclaim the
joyful gospel of The New Revelation, we can
readily understand the “stir” that is being made
and the intense interest that is being manifested by
the masses in the problems associated with death
and the After Life. These men are no theorists—
they are not orthodox theologians stating what
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Author of ““Science and the Soul.”

they “think”, or what they “believe”.  “This one
thing | know!” That is their text! And because
they know, the people listen and are impressed.
They are the Gnostics of the twentieth century, and
speak with all the certainty and knowledge of the
Gnostics of the Early Christian Church. The
Church of to-day has lost out that knowledge, hence
its decline, and it will never recover until 1t assimi-
lates the teachings of the life-giving, spiritually-
energising, and soul-satisfying Philosophy of
Spiritualism. ke * %

The world has outgrown traditional creeds. Mere
theological formule have ceased to grip the hearts
and consciences of men. Men, in short, have grown
tired of a spiritually-moribund Churchianity. It
is fast becoming an anachronism, and a persistent
demand is being made that the Christianity of the
Christ shall be given a fair trial. How is it that
only a comparatively small percentage of the people
in any part of the British dominions ever cast their
shadow across the threshold of any cathedral,
church, or chapel? There must be a reason for this.
What is it? Practically everybody ought to go to
church. That is what Churches are for. But why
are they systematically shunned by the overwhelm-
ing majority of the people-—by the intellectuals, on
the one hand, and the masses on the other? The
late F. W. H. Myers, the distinguished Professor of
Cambridge University, and author of the monumen-
tal work, “Human Personality and Its Survival of
Bodily Death,” in our opinion, supplies the answer.
He writes:

Never, perhaps, did man’s spiritual satisfaction bear
a smaller proportion to his needs. The old world
sustenance, however earnestly administered, is too
unsubstantial for the modern cravings.

oI I eI I

These sentences put the case in a nutshell. When,
however, Sir Oliver Lodge, Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle and other prominent exponents of Spiritual-
ism are announced to give an address the largest
buildings available are invariably packed and the
congregations listen with rapt attention.  But
why?  Why this intense interest? \Why these
densely-crowded assemblies? It is simply because
these men have something to tell—something that
the churches do not proclaim. They offer substan-
tial spiritual “sustenance”, as provided by the reli-
gious teachings and philosophical conceptions of
Spiritualism, which are fast becoming recognised
as sufficient to meet the “modern cravings” of
hungry, earnest sﬂogls.

eI I I

This is the day of the thinker—the age of rea-
son! How, then, can the weekly—we had almost
written weakly—sermon on so-called orthodox doc-
trines and dogmas, in most of which every enlight-
ened man has ceased to believe, be expected to
attract? It is contrary to all reason. It is not that
the mass of mankind is antagonistic to the Church.
It is, rather, an attitude of utter indifference. The
Church is floundering in a theological backwash,
and “the man in the street” is not concerned whether
it survives or sinks. It is nothing to him. If it were,
he would attend its services. In short, the Church,
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generally speaking, has very little to offer the man
who is imbued with modern thought, and has freed
himself from the palsied grip of the dead hand of
the past. It is irksome to such a man—especially
if he is endowed with more than an average mea-
sure of intellectuality—to sit in a pew and listen to
a sermon which leaves him precisely where he was
before—except, perhaps, that the sense of being
bored has become a little more accentuated! If he is
prepared to listen, he is entitled to be given some-
thing satisfactory in return. In the vast majority
of Churches, however, that rarely happens. And
that is the one potent reason why numberless think-
ing men and women hold aloof from the Church to-
da‘y * * * * * *

In support of this statement, reference may be
made to the Report issued some years ago by the
Archbishop of Canterbury’s Committee. Com-
menting on the Church’s waning influence, the Re-
port complains of the clergy’s “intellectual sloth and
indecision”, and adds that “their capacity and equip-
ment do not increase like the people’s and their ser-
mons are often without substance and intellectual
guality.  They fail to arouse the interest of the
laity, who lack enthusiasm and hang back from
their share of the work.”  Nothing that we have
written is half as trenchant as that, and conse-
quently no exception can be taken to our strictures.
Then, again, of those who do attend Church, a large
proportion only do so because they have been
trained in the exercise from childhood, or because
they “enjoy the singing,” or because it is a conven-
ient meeting place for a friendly chat!

Now, all this is rotten to the core—it is hollow,
and because it is hollow it has no real life in it
There is no warmth in the proceedings, no enthu-
siasm for the great and ennobling Cause for which
the Church stands. Whoever hears of a man in
these days being fired with a holy zeal for the
Christ, and filled with an irresistible desire to trans-
late His incomparable precepts into deeds of prac-
tical humanitarianism, as the direct result of hav-
ing listened to a stirring sermon? And vyet, if this
effect is not produced, of what use is the preaching?
Is it not as “sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal?”

it it

It is not sufficient to take a text—perhaps one
from the Old Testament, which has very little appli-
cation to these modern times—and entwine about it
an unattractive mass of theological verbiage until
it “pans out” to the dimensions of a sermon. That
is not what thoughtful men and women want—
especially since the days when the late war brought
us hard up against the great realities of life and
death, and when hundreds of thousands of broken
hearts are yearning for “the touch of a vanished
hand and the sound of a voice that is still.”  Of
what consolation are doctrines and dogmas to souls
smitten with anguish and despair? They are as so
many theological husks or stones offered for bread!

What they yearn for is some knowledge as to
what has become of their loved ones. Is that know-
ledge available? The Church says “No!” In its
place it offers “faith”, and. preaches a doctrine of
“pelief”. Faith and belief, however—except in rare
cases—cannot stand the strain. They break down,
and the tortured heart cries out in its agony: “I
want to know what has become of my boy!” The
Church replies: “We cannot tell.” And there the
matter ends! That, briefly, sums up the attitude of
the Christian Church to-day concerning the eternal
destiny of those whom we can no longer see.
And that is where the Church has failed !
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The clarion voice of Spiritualism on the other
hand, rings out in positive tones that "the last
enemy” has been “destroyed”—as predicted by St.
Paul—that the so-called “dead” are living all around
us, and that means have been provided by a merci-
ful Providence whereby they can continue to com-
municate with the friends from whom they have
temporarily been removed. These facts are now
becoming common knowledge — outside the
Churches! And they are founded on such a vast
accumulation of convincing evidence that the
Church is utterly impotent to undermine it! It is
doing its best to do so—as it has always endeavoured
to stem the tide of human thought and stand ath-
wart the pathway of enlightenment! But it will
fail, as it failed in its contest with Science, and will
be i:orrespondingly weakened as a result of the
tussle.

These are home truths. But they ought to be
spoken and written. It is with no feeling of ani-
mosity towards the Church that we adopt this
strain. Far from it. We simply desire, with what-
ever measure of influence this journal may possess,
to show the necessity of the Church realising that
its present position is untenable, that a New Reve-
lation is dawning, and that an awakened world is
beginning to catch the rays!

g i e b

The Church must, therefore, move forward or be
left stranded on the sands of Time. No power on
earth can stem the current of spiritual force that is
to-day streaming through the flood-gates of Heaven.
The angelic hosts of the Most High have set the
stream in motion, and a few years hence it will
swell to the dimensions of a raging torrent, carrying
in its impetuous course the joyful tidings—

There is no death—the two worlds are one—the
Spiritual and the Material commingle—communica-
tion between the living and the dead is a glorious,
grief-dispelling fact—death has been robbed of its
sting and the grave of its victory—the “last enemy”
has been overthrown, as predicted by the great
Apostle. The old things have passed away and all
things have become new.

Then the Church may open its eyes in wonder-
ment, realise its obvious weakness, and possibly
attempt to buttress waning faith with positive
knowledge!

WAYSIDE NOTES |

Why is This ?

A New Zealand correspondent, who describes
himself as one who is “deeply interested in Spiritu-
alism—solely as a reader,” wishes to know why it
is that the evidence in support of the various phases
of psychical phenomena is so consistently ignored.

He finds the greater difficulty in understanding
this surprising attitude owing to “the absolute con-
viction of so many sane, and even distinguished,
people, whose evidence in a witness box in a trial-
say, for murder—would never be doubted.  Yet,
what they say on this subject is not accepted.
But people do not go to Africa to find evidence of
the truth of travellers’ tales of the interior. They
accept them—as they do most scientific teaching.
Why is this?”

We fully sympathise with our correspondent in
his bewilderment. But he has only to reflect a
moment and he will realise that all new truths—
whether in the realm of science or religion—have
had to fight their way to the front. They have
never been accepted without previously passing
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through the furnace of ridicule and encountering
the withering scorn of the unenlightened majority.

The discoveries of Galvani, Faraday, Harvey,
Simpson, Mesmer, Pasteur and a host of others who
“lived before their time,”, were for years treated
with scorn and declared to be the product of a dis-
ordered mind. But these leaders of the race resolu-
tely stuck to their guns and triumphed in the end!

Christianity and its Early Struggles.

Then, again, what about the early days of Chris-
tianity? What of the Christians who were cruelly
tortured and sometimes thrown to the lions because
they persisted in adhering to unpopular truths?
The adherents of Christianity had to struggle for
300 years before their teachings were accepted by
the multitude.

The very name, “Christian,” was held in derision
—much more so than is “Spiritualism” to-day, al-
though it is none too popular in these materialistic
times. Compared with the spread of Christianity
during the first three centuries, however, the pro-
gress made by Modern Spiritualism in the past
eighty years is nothing to be ashamed of. Spiritu-
alists are numbered by the million to-day, and the
time is coming when they will cover the earth as
the waters cover the sea!

Our correspondent should bear in mind that it is
impossible to force this thing. It either appeals, or
does not appeal, to the person approached. If it
appeals, they absorb it—if it does not, they try to
explain the phenomena away by advancing more or
less fantastic theories.

There have always been those who will not be-
lieve, though one rose from the dead! Spiritualism
to them is something new—although as a matter of
fact it is as old as the hills. And being new it has
to be opposed.

This erratic attitude seems to be all a part of the
“cussedness” of human nature. But why worry?
“Let the heathen rage and the people imagine a vain
thing!” Spiritualism is no longer on the defensive.
It has scientifically established its case, and it now
remains for its opponents to disprove it!

Journalists as Parsons.

We have received more than an average supply
of depressing letters during the past month. And
none of these letters distresses us more than those
which express a very natural and heartrending
wail concerning a child who has been plucked in
the bud to blossom in the Summerland. We should
like to have the loan of an orthodox pulpit some
Sunday evening, so that we might read extracts
from these letters and ask the clergy what they
have to say in reply!

The letters are all couched in the one strain. The
writer—generally a mother—is distracted by a
sense of stupefying bereavement, and implores us
to tell her what has become of “the darling.” She
generally explains that she is a member of a certain
church, that she has consulted her clergyman, and
that all he can tell her is that God has taken the
little one to a brighter home, that she must have
“faith” and try to believe that “all is well.”

But all this is as so much “vacant chaff well-
meant for grain.” It does not satisfy. “I want to
know,” say these mothers in effect, “and my clergy-
man has no knowledge to impart.” It is the voice
of Rachel crying in a wilderness of doubt and re-
fusing to be comforted by conventional answers.

“Can you help me?” Fancy a poor, lacerated
soul writing to a journalist—a man of the world—
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for consolation and a gleam of hope in such a dire
extremity ! We have received many such appeals.

Whose Job is it ?

“This is not my job,” says Mr. Hannen Swaffer,
a distinguished London journalist and lecturer, in
dealing with this subject: “Why should I, a work-
ing journalist, have to give up my time and con-
venience to the propogation of a doctrine that is
essentially the concern of the Churches?”  There
are many others who are asking the same question.
And the Rev. Dr. Percy Dearmer—one of the most
cultured minds in the Anglican Church in Great
Britain and a psychical researcher to boot—has
confessed : “This is our business”—the business of
the Church. Of course it is.

Then why doesn’t the Church attend to its busi-
ness and not leave the work to willing journalists
who can command a much more remunerative re-
turn in the ranks of their own profession? Why
do the clergy, with comparatively few exceptions,
treat this subject as taboo? Why do they refuse to
investigate instead of following the advice of the
great Apostle by adding to their faith, knowledge?
Do they, or do they not, believe that if they seek
they will find; if they knock the door will be
opened ?

If they do believe this assurance of the Master
why do they not put their belief to the test and
thus become qualified to speak with authority to
grief-stricken souls concerning the greatest pro-
blem of all—“If a man die, shall he live again?”
Will they ever wake up? Will they ever cease to
mutter creeds which the great majority of men has
outgrown and which every enlightened representa-
tive of the Church repeats with “mental reserva-
tions* which rob them of whatever value they may
at one time have possessed?

It is surely time the “dry bones” of orthodoxy
became re-animated and displayed some semblance
of spiritual life. These are days for plain speak-
ing and plain writing. And the clergy require to
be told bluntly that this question of affording com-
fort and cheer to the bereaved is their business and
that they are failing to meet their obligations.

The Master is still exhorting these “shepherds of
souls” to “feed my sheep,” and yet, in the vital
matter under discussion, they are allowing their
flocks to go “empty away!” There will be a strin-
gent reckoning for this neglect presently—in that
day when certain journalists and other laymen
will be basking in the sunshine of a satisfied con-
science whilst those of the clergy to whom these
strictures apply will be floundering in the mists of
earth until their mission has been properly ful-
filled. At least, that is what some of them tell us
Over There! And they ought to know!

“In spite of opinion, prejudice or error, time will fix the
real value upon this discovery and determine whether |
have imposed upon myself and others, or contributed to
the benefit of science and mankind.”—Prof. Crookes; 1898.

[*
*
SECRETARIES PLEASE NOTE!

We must ask all Secretaries of Societies to be
good enough to bear in mind that in order to faci-
litate the publication of “The Harbinger of
Light,” and assist us in keeping the Flag flying in
these Southern lands, it is imperative that all
Accounts should be settled PROMPTLY AT
THE END OF EACH QUARTER.
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STAGGERING  PHENOMENON.

MEDIUM DEMATERIALISED AND
REMATERIALISED.

TESTIMONY OF ITALIAN INVESTIGATORS.

“THE DAILY MAIL,” LONDON.

A “monstrous and incredible phenomenon” of
Spiritualism, the “asportation” (i.e., transportation)
of a medium through four locked doors in an his-
toric Italian castle is recorded in a recently pub-
lished book, “Modern Psychic Mysteries at Millesi-
mo Castle,” by Mrs. Gwendolyn Hack who is a
well-known American psychic investigator.

The incident, which is regarded by Spiritualists
as a wonderful case of the dematerialisation and
rematerialisation of the human organism, occurred
at the feudal castle of Millesimo, in the province of
Savona, one of Italy’s historic monuments. Its
history and legends are said to have proved fertile
in supplying an *“ambience” propitious for *“strong
phenomena.”

The present owner, Marquis Carlo Centurione
Scotto, was the medium who is described as having
been mysteriously transported from one part of his
home to another in the dead of night, in the course
of a seance held behind locked doors on July 29,
1928 THE MEDIUM DISAPPEARS.

Present at the seance were twelve eminent Spiri-
tualists, including Mrs. Hack, Professor Ernesto
Bozzano, one of the leaders of the movement in
Italy, and two lawyers. All concerned have form-
ally testified to the accuracy of the account, given
by Professor Bozzano, of the medium’s mysterious
“asportation.”

Lights were extinguished at 10.45 p.m. Various
phenomena occurred, when suddenly, at 11.30 p.m.,
the Marquis exclaimed in a frightened voice: “I pan
no longer feel my legs!”

A “death-like silence” followed, and soon it was
found that the medium had disappeared. In the
interval, Professor Bozzano says, “We did not hear
the slightest sound in the room, no rustling of
clothes, no sound of footsteps, no vibration of the
floor, much less the sound of a key turning in the
lock or the door opening and reshutting.” The
doors of the room were found to be still locked with
the keys in place on the inside.

All rooms of the castle were immediately searched
and the cellars, stables, family chapel, and even the
grounds were explored without producing any trace
of the missing medium.

“ WE ARE WATCHING.”

At 1 am. Mrs. Hack acceded to requests to ask
the help of her “spirit guides,” who (says the Bozz-
ano account) immediately communicated by means
of automatic writing. They wrote in Italian:

Do not be anxious; we are watching and guarding,
and persistently declared that the Marquis was
lying on something. They repeated the words,
“Asleep, asleep.”

Finally the guide “Imperator” wrote:

He is on the premises, but remote. He is on the
premises, but sleeps. Go to the right, then out-
side. Wall and gate. He is lying—hay—hay—on a
a soft place. Beware of an alarm We are going to
direct you.

A barn in the stablevard was indicated and a
party of the sitters ran towards it. They found the
main entrance door of the stable locked, and the key
was fetched from the outer entrance. The party
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having entered in pitch darkness, one of its mem-
bers declared he heard someone snoring in the barn.

By the light of a small electric torch a small door
leading to the barn was discovered; it was locked,
the key being on the outside.

BURST INTO TEARS.

Inside the barn the Marquis was discovered in a
profound sleep reclining on a heap of hay and oats.
A few magnetic passes brought him back to con-
sciousness, and, fearing that he had gone out of his
mind, he burst into tears, but recovered when his
wife and son were brought to him.

Subsequently the medium declared he could recall
nothing from the moment he felt the numbing of
his legs to the time he was wakened. Yet he had
apparently passed through four locked doors—the
door of the seance room, the entrance door of the

castle, the large entrance of the stable, and the
small door of the barn.
According to Professor Bozzano, the circum-

stances of the “asportation” rule out any question
of somnambulism or of a trick perpetrated with the
aid of accomplices.

[Further reference to the book—“Modern Psychic
Mysteries”—will be found in our advertising columns.
The amazing wonders recorded have caused a sensa-
tion in psychical research quarters and are regarded
as among the most staggering to which publicity has
thus far been given. The work is now in stock at the
office of “The Harbinger of Light.”]

WHERE THE CHURCH FAILS.
....... cb-------

UNSATISFYING MESSAGE FOR THE BEREAVED.

In the course of a vigorous address delivered in
the Music Hall, Edinburgh, on a recent date, Mr.
Shaw Desmond, the noted publicist, said that
Churches were in a very curious position to-day
throughout the country. The reason of their posi-
tion was that something had touched the hem of the
garment of the Churches, and something had gone
out. It was something that they all knew, but they
might differ as to their interpretation of the case.

His own interpretation was that when young men
came back from the war they said, “We want some-
thing living, something real.” Many of them were
so sick of living that they took it out in dissipation.
Others set their facts to find that something, but
they did not know where to look. Then some of
them said, “Is there no life after death?” and they
went to the Churches, and the Churches said, “Yes.
We have always taught that there is life after
death.” The young men said, “Are you sure of it?”
and the Churchmen began to hum and haw and said,
“Well, we believe it,” and the young men said,
“Can you demonstrate it?” and the Churchmen,
being honest men, said, “No, we cannot: you must
have faith.” They were aske