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A correspondent whose letter appears in last issue 
under the caption of “ Light more Light!" writes in a 
most lachrymose tone to inform our readers that he is 
unable to find in Spiritualism, anything on which to 
“ base his hope and life." We are sorry for him ; if he 
cannot find in Spiritualism a basis for his moral and 
roligious conduct here and hope for the hereafter, he is 
jikely to be without a basis, for tbo remainder of his days 
in this mundane sphere. But we take the liberty of 
doubting whether he has looked fairly, squarely and 
without prejudice, at Spiritualism. As far as we can 
glean from his letter, he appears to have devoted his 
attention most particularly to the dark side of the 
subject, and brooding over tbe difficulties and uncertain­
ties which beset the unstable neophyte, who seeks tbe 
Arcana of Spiritualism by tho uneven path of physical 
manifestations, sits down in despair at the apparent 
difficulties of the way, which a more energetic nature 
would readily surmount. Those who can find nothing 
better than phenomenal Spiritualism on which to base 
their hope, had better remain in the churches, for in 
them, (by faith) some little hope and comfort may be 
found, but those whose expanding thoughts have buret 
the fetters of orthodoxy, and are seeking for a higher 
system of ethics and religion, will find it in the 
philosophy of Spiritualism. Our correspondent asks 
“ How is any man to know whether the communications, 
vousebafed him from the denizens of the other spheres 
are true or false ; how is he to know if the professed 
sender of the message is really the being represented ?" 
To the first question we would reply—by judgment, 
discrimination, and experience. No faith should be 
placed in any spirit, embodied ,or disembodied, until 
they have given evidences to justify that faith.. 'JJpkhe 
second question we would say—simply by the evidences 

they give of their identity. If tho communicating in­
telligence professes to be the spirit of one whom you 
have known in tho body, question it in reference to such 
events as w'^re likely to havo made an impression on 
its mind during earth life, but jump not to hasty con- 
clunmni-.should the replies not bo so full and direct as 
you would wish, remember that the medium of com­
munication may not be so perfect as could be desired, 
and that the spirit may fail to express clearly through 
the mind of another its whole idea. The writer quotes 
largely from A. J. Davis’s “ Diakka and their earthly 
victims,” and without, apparently, coming in contact 
with any of these mischievous denizens of interstellar 
space, has fallen a ready victim to their shadows. The 
very book from which he gets his bane, contains the 
antidote, which he has overlooked, or shut his eyes to. 
On page 15, Mr. Davis says:—"The remedy consists in 
knowledge. liemove the mystery of Spiritual inter­
course, and you remove tho danger. No person of 
ordinary judgment, with will enough to draw a pail of 
water, or walk a mile up-hill, need complain that he 
cannot overcome the influence of a Diakka. They at 
most can do nothing more than confuse your thoughts, 
break up the lines of your memory, mingle their inclina­
tions with your own, and psychologize your nervous 
and muscular systems. If you yield in your moments 
of curiosity, or when morally weak, you cannot escape 
legitimate punishment.”

The same law prevails in intercourse with the denizens 
of the spirit world, as with those of this sublunary 
sphere. If we place faith and reliance in all whom we 
come in contact with here, we are very likely to be led 
astray, and made fools of, but as a rule here, persons of 
very ordinary intelligence, exercise discrimination in 
their intercourse with fellow mortals, we fail to 
perceive any legitimate reason why this discrimination 
should be set aside when dealing with the disembodied, 
and it is as irrational to conclude that there is po good 
to be obtained in this world, by reason of the large 
percentage of mischievous and unprincipled persona in 
it, as to assume the same in reference to the spirit 
world.

Like attracts like, and elevated, reliable and har­
monious spirit intelligences, are only attracted by 
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earnest and aspiring minds, who have for the time being 
■hut out all disturbing thoughts and influences, and 
placed themselves in a receptive condition, in which 
state truth will flow to them from above, in accordance 
with their capacity to receive it. When*  these condi­
tions do not exist, but in their place a jumble of credulity, 
curiosity, doubt, ami disbelief, the discordant and in*  
harmonious cmnnalions are eminently favorable for the 
manifestations of that class of spirits denominated by 
Mr. Davis “ Diakka," who from their proximity to the 
earth sphere, are ever ready to avail themselves of an 
opportunity to impose upon the credulity of humanity, 
and to quote again from the book referred to:—“So 
they amuse themselves, and your seriousness in their 
sophistries greatly enhances their mirth," but he adds 
‘‘These trifling freebooters of the wilderness never 
molest persons whose minds are well balanced on any
subject."

“Truthscekcr” retrace your steps, ami turn your atten­
tion to the Ilarmonial Philosophy, study the Ethics of 
Spiritualism, acquire a knowledge of the laws regulating 
communion between this world and the next, and

I

neither Diakka nor Devi) will impede your progress 
towards the attainment of a knowledge of the future 
life.

SPIRIT COMMUNICATIONS.

The following selections are from the records of an , 
advanced and old established Melbourne circle. The 
matter is given through trance media, of which there 
are two in the circle; the communication on “ Self- 1 
knowledge," which appeared in our last is from the 
first, and present ones through the second medium. It 
will be seen from the quality of these teachings, that 
the spirits controlling are on an advanced plane of 
thought, and do not teach dictatorily. With the view 
of extending the usefulness of the circle, we are prepared 
to submit any important question of general interest, to 
the controlling intelligences, and invite truthscekers to 
forward such to us. We will publish question, and 
reply as space permits.—Ed. IL. of Lt.
Thus saith the Lord 1 and what be did say was accu­
rately rendered as far as times and persons would per­
mit. In the history of those doings you will read a 
strange story, and you will note how without exception, 
prophet and seer wore disregarded, how messages were 
misinterpreted, and how messengers wero punished 
with stripes. The spirit descended upon its fittest in­
struments, but the elders and the captains listened not, 
or if they did so they denied the truth of the message. 
People passed on to their flesh pots, the merchants 
went into the market-places to their business, and 
pointed scornfully on him who bore the spirit's robes, 
and brought bis message beginning with, “ Thus saith 
the Lord."

Children crowded round, mocking at him, now fleeing 
from him, now pursuing him. Some would listen with 
heads idly thrust through the windows, but ho passed on 
to the novels of the poor. Among thoso dens of 
wretchedness and sin some were found who listened to 
him, but it was merely from curiosity. He entered the 
mansions of the rich, but the very slaves about the 
porches laughed at and mocked him. Driven from the 
}>alace of the king, be Bought from morn to eve his 
onely way, still crying with all his voice, “Thus saith 

the Lord."
The prophet still lives among you, but as of old he 

was tho scorn and byeword among the pitiful nations in 
the remote corner of the globe, so even now when the 
inspired man receiving his thoughts in the silence of 
his chamber goes forth to proclaim them to the world, 
he meets with the same reception as did the seers of old. 
Verily, indeed, the nature or man has not changed from

that day to this. But can he that has the fire of such 
blessed knowledge in his sou), can he sit still and refrain 
from imparting it to his fellow man? Impossible; he 
must go forth and give out that which is in him, even 
if he scatter the precious grains of knowledge to the 
winds. The prophets of your generation, when they see 
their teachings disregarded, will retire to their lonely 
habitations and sit in sackcloth and ashes, leaving their 
precious words behind them for future ages to under­
stand ami interpret. A precious legacy of wisdom 
coming like an echo from the prehistoric gloom, heralded 
by the cry of “ Thus saith the Lord." Then, again, will 
the wail rise on the midnight air, “ how long?" “bow 
long?” Oh, how long will this endure, and stubborn 
humanity receive only with bitterness and hatred the 
treasures that are offered ? • •

Those who rise above their generation, and receive 
thoughts belonging to the eternity of truth, they recog­
nise the fact and say, “not long.” Man's life seems 
long to him while he is still crawling through it, but 
when he has risen and views his sojourn on earth from 
the standpoint of eternity the span of life seems small 
indeed.

There is one thing common to every race and creed, 
there is one division of thought which bo it entered by 
whatever gate you will, and though many different 
names are inscribed on its portals, once enter tho temple 
mid you will find the altar is the same. Such is the 
temple of religion. The spirit of religion is the same 
whether it manifest itself in the wild savage with his 
fetish, or in the impressive ceremonials of the civilized 
man. The worshippers enter by different portals, but 
they ]>ay their devotions at the same altar.

The spirit of religion is notable for one tliiDg among 
many, ami thia is, that without reference to time or 
place it lifts man above the level of his everyday life, 
and places him in the presence of eternity. It imparts 
principles which were as true yesterday as they are to­
day, and will be for ever. It links him with so many 
thoughts common to humanity and to every sphere. It 
opens up to every captive man bound down to his little 
spot an illimitable space, where he may wander and 
discover new countries and exhaustless treasures at h's 
will. He rises far above the earth in which he lives, 
which is divided into so many parts by its customs and 
languages. Whether it bo the prophet in the dungeon, 
or the hermit in his cel), or the king upon his throne, 
they all seek the same goal, however wide apart they 
may be when driven along by the winds of heaven they 
meet at tho last and enter by the same portals. Though 
tho body be covered with chains and fetters, though it 
be sore with disease, though the mind bo heavy with 
care, and worn down by bitter experience, yet there arc 
times when it tries to throw away all this ; when it 
stands aside, as it wero, from its outer self, and communes 
with its inner nature in spirit and in truth. It is then 
religious, and dwells on a new elevation and in a new 
sphere.

In religion we are all brothers ; in religion we are all 
noble ; in religion the meanest and most debased—even 
tho slave—can stand beside the. king, and in true religion 
this is all tenfold bo. Religion comes like the spring 
from the mountain, pure and limpid, but man intercepts 
itB peaceful course, turns it to his own ubcs, polluting 
it with his tainted hand.

Then before you can have true religion you must 
cleanse it from its rites, ceremonies, creeds, dogmas, 
turn them all into the lumber-room and allow the stream 
to regain its wonted purity.

—:OO:—

How peculiar are the methods of perpetuating the 
past 1 In w)iat strange ways and in what strange tongues 
does' it speak to us 1 Its history is laid bare in tho 
teeming records of the mighty rocks, and the twinkling 
stars open up its pages to our view. In the fossil rem­
nant we can read the history of early life, forming links 
which the mind triumphantly joins, presenting the past 
as in a gallery of pictures through which as you walk you 
may see on either side evidences of the harmony which 
has ever been present in nature.

Listen and you shall learn. I see before me a seed to 
be placed in the soil prepared for it, and I see how by the 
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operation of natural forces that seed becomes the reci­
pient of spiritual forces or life. I see how it germinates, 
bursts, and springs into the leafy tree, drawing to itself 
all substances necessary for its growth and development. 
Draws them to it with a powerful and magic grasp. The 
germ is transformed into a branch or leaf, a flower—if 
you search for the seed you shall not find it; the form is 
changed, but the primary elements arc still there. You 
may perhaps now understand us when we compare the 
past to the seed and the present to the tree. The past 
is gone for ever, but its influence is as deep and power­
ful as that which you see before you palpable to your 
senses. The present flits before you even as you gaze 
upon it, and rolls into the mysterious past. To us there 
is no past, it :.s all one everlasting present. I see every­
thing unchanged from what it was in the days gone by. 
The natures and manners of men are the same ; their 
dogmas and their creeds vary but little in their nature 
from what they were in what you call the past. The 
work of the mighty past is living in its effects in the 
still more mighty present. It is a mere figure of speech 
to say the body is dead when the soul departs, it merely 
changes its form, and is multiplied into a thousand pro­
gressive forms.

But that word “ dead," with which your speech is 
burdened! Will any of you little ones cast around you 
and look out of his existence into another sphere which 
will some day open for you to travel through ? There 
you will see that which is bound up in the history of the 
past linked with the records of the present: Nothing 
there is dead.

Though drawing our lessons from, and recognising the 
utility, power, and substance of the living present ; still 
we must not forget that glorious immortality which the 
spirit of man feels as he bounds upwards, loosed from 
the fetters of elay, obedient to the fiat of his God. Yes, 
the foaming torrent of time bears the soul onward to the 
borders of eternity, after it has fulfilled its purpose upon 
earth. It has left its mark like the tracery which the 
retreating wave leaves upon the sand. I was of the past, 
and am now most potently in the present.

From the past I gained my experience, with it is linked 
the memory of my life, my thoughts, my deeds. But do 
you think that atom which represented all your know­
ledge of my person contained all the wisdom that existed 
in my soul ? Away with tho fallacy of such a thought.

You know of nothing but the small speck of matter in 
this birth-world. This is as the seed, abovG which rises, 
(to continue the application) the living plant, embracing 
with its green leaves the wanton wind. But superior 
still to that plant's verdant beauty, floats upon the even­
ing air its subtle perfumo which is the outcome of its 
inner essence.

It is not of the past I intend speaking to you to-night, 
but as a member of the living present.

God sows his seeds eternally, he casts his universes 
thickly through the furrows of space. He is the sower 
whose steps no man has measured or spirit ever seen, the 
echo of whose mighty tread no one has ever heard. It 
is from his hand that the gigantic and harmonious uni­
verse springs, God himself who rules throughout eter­
nity. Sweet Bongs of memory pass over my soul like 
gentle ripples of wind that pass o’er the leaves of the 
forest giving their message, which is borne like sighs of 
the wild woods far up to the mountain peaks, down to 
where tho stars silently shine into the deep, deep sea. 
The sweet soft wind comes singing its little song, then 
passing silently into the deep, deep sea. All the 
thoughts I may have scattered among you have passed 
away into the glorious sea. All our lives arc leading us 
over hills and waves and woods out into the sea. Thero 
ocean’s mighty voices join, and ’mid the tempest and 
the storm solemnly sound God’s praises. Barth with its 
myriad musics, earth with its myriad voices, echoes the 
song of the sister planets and the stars The little 
broken whispers between the mighty bars of the greater 
music seem to say that my little song forms part of the 
grand anthem. Yes, it is there contained*in  the chime, 
all life joinB in the chorus, and life is divine.

THE DEATH OE DELUSION.

Gently toll the passing bell, our old Belief is gone;
Prop after prop is knocked away, nought left to rest upon ;
'Tis hard to part with cherished creeds, the neck of pride to lieud ; 
And banish from our trusting hearts, what once we ilcemcd 

a friend.
Loudly toll the passing hell. King Death's extinct at last ; 
His stnmghold is dismantled, and his fabled reign is [last.
<¡lad tidings from the Spirit world. proclaim him but a myth. 
And tell us that d’lie change called death, is but new birth to life.
Louder, and yet louder still, toll the passing bell;
Extinguished in the waves of Truth, now lies the Pagan Hell. 
Proclaim the joyous news abroad, triumphal arches raise ;
Let joyous Anthems fill the air to our Creator’s praise.
Louder still with a mighty [ical. toll the passing liell ; 
Toll for “Old Beelzebub, " toll his funeral knell ; 
And on his sombre sable pall, the tear of pity shell 
For all the libels, that’s been heaped on his devoted head.
IPirA the crash of the mighty Thunder's roll, toll the passiug bell; 

The sceptic's passed from Priestly hands and lost their potent 
spell.

Consumptive "Old Theology," shorn<.' bis |»wer and pride. 
Deserted by his partisans 1ms bowed his head and died.
Rejoice oh I let the earth rejoice and merry joy bells ring. 
Sound the Timbrel! Strike the Harp. Loud in one chorus sing. 
Proclaim with Trumpets mighty tdast our glorious liberty : 
Death, Hell, and Devil, all are gone, our happy land is free.

Barnawartha. W. C. SMITH.

(Eo (Co^capondcnts.
Communications for insertion in this Journal should be 

plainly icritten, and as concise as possible.
(Several articles and letters unavoidably held over till 

our next.)

A CHALLENGE.

Bed Hill, Chewton, 10th Gctober, 1876.
TO TIIE EDITOR OF THE HABUIXOEB OF LIGHT.

Sib,—In my paragraph, written on the 25th, and 
published on the 28th August, 1876, in the “ M. A. 
Mail," and referred to by “ Layman" in his letter 
published in your issue of 1st September, 1876, is 
omitted tho terms upon which a test can be entered 
upon, in fact ’’ Layman" appears to have only quoted as 
much of it as to suit his object,—useless discussion. If 
it be not so; allow inc to reproduce the antagonistic 
notice, which was intended to read thus :—“ Sir, In your 
issue of 14th iust., was brought forth a Vaughan 
Layman's letter, anent the manly deliverance of J. G. 
Millard ; if layman is satisfied he has found an axe to 
cut down Christianity, will he kindly oblige the Christian 
world with his name, that his courage or his findings be 
brought fairly to the test, as it will not bo difficult to 
show, the system he seeks to destroy, rests not on 
dreams, nor miracles, nor on the resurrection of the 
dead even; but upon the solid rock of knowledge, that 
can be no more mistaken, than that tho summer sun 
shines, and warms at noon, in this hemisphere, in tho 
middle of a December mouth." It appears from “ Lav- 
man’s" apology in almost the last line of his letter, that 
he is not ignorant of the point imperative of my notice, 
and I can only repeat, if the best being of mankind is 
hispi<r/>ose, in attacking Christianity, nothing can be much 
easier than for him to disclose his name, that test basis 
arrangements may be entered upon : as, to suppose any 
disclosures could be made on a subject so mysterious, 
sacred and precious, before, ar ranging preliminaries is 
absurd, besides, Christianity is too potent, and time is too 
short to waste either in objectless litigation ; aud again, 
my request should not be deemed unreasonable since 
bciugs outside, the benefit of discussion may be, and are 
said to be already within its arena, or were it admissible, 
“ Laymau” may be, him, whose business it ¡b, to walk 
up and down in the earth, and to go to and fro in it, 
trembling. “ Layman," whoever, or whatever you are, 
Christianity, courts your coutest, aud is ready to unsheath 
its weapons for defensive or aggressive war, when an 
antagonist presents itself worthy its steel, but which it 
finds not in the ambush warrior of “ Layman."

I am your obedient Servant,
- JOHN TEAGUE.
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A VOICE FROM AUCKLAND.

To the Editor of the Habbinoeb of Lioht.
Sib,—Spiritualism was twelve months ago to the general 
public here unknown, and by the better informed looked 
upon ns something mythical, within that period tho 
efforts of two or three individuals to promote the move­
ment lias been wonderful- The good causo, has advanced 
in spite of the opposition of ministerial misrepresenta­
tions, while opposition has only served to promote 
inquiry, and thus the auger of reason has perforated 
holes in the shutters of many darkened minds, thereby 
letting in rays of Truth.

Nevertheless, we are but infants, and feel compelled to 
raise the Macedonian cry, " Como and Help us!” Will 
no lecturer respond ? Friendly hands will receive and 
welcome any such. Tho foundation of tho building 
is laid, the harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.

Could not the Davenport Brothers insert Auckland 
(N.Z.), in their programme? we opine that their advent 
would not only prove a success commercially, but enable 
us to raise the topstone of our structure with “shoutings," 
and much good would be effected thereby.

I remain, Dear Sir, 
Your Respectfully, 

JOHN (' WILKES.
Secretary Spiritual Investigators'Association, Auckland 
[Whiltil (lie nsk«*l  for vUit of the havcn|M*rt  Brotlicr**  would 

doubt lew« prove of service to tbe Auckland invcMligator», a> a 
demonstration oi one pirn««*  of the physical nhenomenn. we would 
not advise the sai«l investigators !•» build their spiritualism on 
such a basis, but rather take the phi lost phy ami mental phe« 
nomen a, a> a Rulmtratum • which the more material evidence*  
can be built.— Etl. 11. of Lt.

MELBOURNE SPIRITUALIST AND FREE- 
THOUGHT ASSOCIATION.

The half-yearly meeting of the above association, was 
held at Mr. Terry’s rooms, 84 Russell-streel, on Tues­
day, October 10th. Mr. G. A. Stow in the chair. The 
Secretary read his report as follows:—

REPORT.
October 10th, ls7G. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,—
Your Committee have little to add to the report 

adopted at the last quarterly meeting The Association 
continues to be n success, both in increase of members 
and the largo audiences assembling weekly. The 
lectures have been of n varied, and, we venture to hope 
of an instructive character. On Sunday, July 16th, 
Mr. David Blair lectured on “ A Bundle of Old Let tore,” 
that is to say, Paul’s Epistles. July 23rd, Mr. Terry— 
subject: “ Morality of Spiritualism." 30th, Mr. Rusden 
on “ Statistics of Religion, Morality and Crime.” 
August 6th, Mr. Drew, “ A Bungling Bundle of Old 
Letters.” 13th, Mr. Bartram, “"Creation v. Develop­
ment." 20th, Mr. Drew in the unavoidable absence 
of the advertised lecturer—subject: “ Satan defending 
Himself." 27th, Mr. Stow, “Objections to Spiritualism 
Answered.” September 3rd, Mr. Trenowoth, “ The 
Bible not an Emanation of Divine Wisdom.” 10th, 
Mr. Bonney—subject: "Theism and Spiritualism.” 
13th, Mr. Milligan on “ Materialism and Spiritualism 
Both Sides of the Question.” 24th, Mr. Terry, “ Evi­
dences of Spiritualism." October 1st, Mr. White, 
“ Revolting Punishments,” and on the Sth inst., Mr. 
Rusden—subject: “ Persecution.’’

The debates following each lecture have beeu of a 
more or less animated character, with no lack of 
speakers, but the Orthodox Christian side have been but 
barely represented. Possibly it has beeu thought politic 
by both clergymen and laymen of the churches, to leave 
our poor souls to be damned, without effort on their 
part. “ Epliria" (that is to say the Melbourne Spiritual­
ist and Freethought Association),“ Epliria, is joined unto 
idols, let him alone.” Our hearts are burdened and the 
devil knows his own. Nevertheless, we are neither 
alarmed nor daunted, supported as wo feel we shall be, 
in honestly endeavouring to enlighten ourselves on 
every subject, and spreading the great cause of Free- 
thought and Free Enquiry, wherever it may invite us, 
and to wherever it may lead.

We are also happy to state that altogether our “ Lord's 
Day” evenings are passed in a very agrcenble manner, 
not forgetting the listening with much pleasure to the 
singing of our increasingly talented choir, and the 
admirable solos and duetts rendered by Miss O. Lane, 
Mrs. Cackett and Mr Clay.

The association having in mind the advice of King 
Solomon—“ With all thy getting, get wisdom;” have 
purchased a book case, of course to put books iu. Five 
pounds worth has been purchased, and a number have 
been presented gratuitously, as also contributions in 
money from various friends, includiug Messrs Stewart, 
J. White, Ruddle, Stevenson and J. T. G. The bon. 
Jas. Service has also contributed £2 towards the general 
objects of the society. Your secretary politely re- 
quested bj letter to the Biblo Society, a bible for the 
use of the Association, but no answer has been received, 
the Bible Society concluding no doubt that for a 
number of inquiring minds to read that book would 
only be heaping up damnat ion and increasing our torment 
byc-and-byo, and so charitably declined to bo accessories 
in so fearful a matter.

A Rev. Mr. Green, of Collingwood, has in answer to a 
letter to him, stated, his willingness to meet a represen­
tative of our society on principle, and discuss tbe Divine 
origin of Christianity, and also to affirm the unreliability, 
worthlessness, and general dangerous tendency of 
Spiritualism. It is quite likely that Mr. Groen will in a 
short time be severely accommodated by Mr. Tyerman, 
who is expected to visit us in n few days, or if not by 
some other gentleman.

The trustees of the former society, Messrs. Bonney 
and Brotherton, having agreed to their boing trustees of 
the building fund in accordance with the resolution of 
the first association, and also roported that tho sum of 
£14 odd was in their bands, tho treasurer was requested 
to add £1, and it is now for your consideration whether 
our energies, should be directed to the purchasing 
of some freehold property, or the lensing of some larger 
hall, or adding to (lie library. Your committee inresigning 
their trust confidently anticipate that during the second 
year of our existence as an amalgamated association, 
we shall continue to increase and multiply—replenish­
ing this portion of our earth, with at least tho earnest 
desire to advance righteous principles.

Yours Fraternally,
J. B. DREW, for Committee.

The Treasurer in presenting his report expressed tho 
satisfaction lie felt iu being able to present so favorablo 
a balance sheet. Although iu additiou to tho ordinary 
expenditure of the society, special appropriations had 
been made to tho library, and tract distribution funds, 
the balance in baud had increased by £13 during the 
half-year. The following is an abstract of the report:— 

By Balanco last audit ... ... 11 0 9
Amounts received from Secretary 85 14 4

£96 15 1
Expenditure, Rent, Music,
Printing &c.................................. 72 11 10
Balance in hand .. ... ... 213 3

£96 15 1
The reports and balance-sheet were adopted. £5 was 

voted to the Library fund, and £2 to the Building fund. 
The meeting then proceeded to the election of officers 
for tho ensuing six months, and the following wore 
elected :—President, Mr. G. A. Stow ; Vico-Presidents, 
Messrs. S. B. Bonney, John Wolfe ; Treasurer, W. H. 
Terry ; Secretary, J. B. Drew ; Librarian, Mr. Fryer ; 
Committee—Messrs. Davis, Trenowetli, Adkins, Domeni- 
cino, Kelly, Syme, Carson, T. B. Drew, and Cackett.

The retiring librarian reported that the library already 
contained upwards of 150 volumes, many of them 
valuablo works, and after somo conversation in reference 
to the probable visit of Mr. Tyerman to Melbourne, the 
meeting closed.

The Liberals of Sydney held a pic-nic at Cremorne last 
month, thero were a large number present. Addresses 
were given by Mr. Tyerman and the Hon. J. B. Wilson, 
and the affair was in every way a success.
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DR. SLADE.

Tnis justly celebrated and remarkable medium now in 
London (en route for St. Petersburg) is creating con­
siderable sensation there. The “ Spiritualist ” and 
“ Medium ” newspapers received by the last mail con­
tain numerous accounts of seances with him at which 
most satisfactory and conclusive evidence of spirit power 
and intelligence wore manifest. Dr. S’ade’s ordinary 
sittings are given in broad daylight, the sunlight fre­
quently streaming into the room during the seances !!/• 
occasionally sits for materializations when a modified 
light is found to be essential, Mr W. H. Harrison had a 
sitting for this purpose with him (no cabinet being used), 
when a beautiful female form was twice materialized. The 
phenomena at the daylight sittings consist of levitations 
of the table and other furnittire, and occasionally of the 
visitors, the playing of an accordion by unseen hands, 
the appearance of hands, visible and tangible, and direct 
writing on a slate the matter written generally purport­
ing to come from some deceased friend or relative of the 
visitors, and containing internal evidence of its doing so. 
Miss Kislingbury was levitated, together with the chair 
she sat upon, and the accordion played “ Gentle Annie.” 
George Wyld, M.D., testifies to the levitation of a chair 
and table, and the reception of two test messages.

C. Carter Blake, Doct. Sci., witnessed the levitation 
of the table, saw and heard the accordion played by in­
visible influences, saw materialized hands, and observed 
the shadow cast by them on the table when in the sun’s 
ravs. Mr. Clarke took his own book, slate, and ob­
tained writing on it. Mr. and Mrs. Burns had a most 
powerful physical inanisfestations, besides encouraging 
communications by direct writing. M. A. (Oxon) wit­
nessed the levitation ofchairs, Ac., obtained wiiting on 
his own slate and states that there was a constant series 
of phenomena lasting for thirty-five minutes, but pro­
bably the following seance though no more remarkable 
in itself than many others, will be read with deeper in­
terest by reason of the position of the writer as a scien­
tific man, and the inventor of the “ Psychic force,” 
theory. We apprehend that Sergeant Cox will havo 
some difficulty in reconciling the events of this seance 
with his theory.

“ Having undertaken to examine without prejudice or pre-pos- 
session, and to report faithfully, without favour, in a purely judi­
cial spirit, any alleged psychological phenomena that might be 
submitted to me as President of the Psychological .Society of Great 
Britain, I narrate without comment what I witnessed at a sitting 
with Dr. Slade this afternoon.

I sat alone, with him, at three o’clock, in a room at 8, Upper 
Bed ford-place, Ttussell-squarc, into which the sun shone brightly, 
at a table about five feet by four, having four legs, no ledge below, 
and no cloth upon it. Dr. Slade at one side of this table, sideways, 
so that his legs and feet were not under the table, but his whole 
body fully in my view as he faced me. I sat at the side, the cor­
ner of the table being between us, As I sat I could see half-way 
below the table, and by moving slightly, I could see the whole 
space below, which was wholly exposed in full daylight. An or­
dinary drawing-room chair was about six inches from the table 
on the opposite side, six feet from Dr. Slade. A heavy arm-chair 
was in the corner of the room, about the same distance from him 
and from the table. A slate of the ordinary school size and a piece 
of slate pencil were upon the table.

Instant’y upon taking our seats very loud rapping came upon 
the floor. This was followed by a succession of furious blows upon 
the table, jarring my hands as they were laying upon it. These 
blows were repeated at any part of the table desired, by merely 
touching that spot w ith the finger, while the blows, as forcible ns 
if given w’ith a sledge hammer, were being made. Dr. Slade's 
hands were on the table upon my hands, and his whole Ixxly to 
his feet was fully before my eyes. I am certain that not a muscle 
moved. Then he took the slate after I had carefully inspected it, 
to be assured that no writing was upon it, and placing there a 
piece of slate pencil, the size of a small giain of wheat, he pressed 
the slate tightly below but against the slab of the table. Pre­
sently I heard the sound as of writing on a slate. The slate was 
removed, and on it a zigzag line was drawn from end to end.

At this moment the chair that I had described as standing by 
the table was lifted up to a level with the table, held in that 
position for several seconds, and then dropped to the floor. While 
the chair was so suspended in the air, I carefully noted Dr. Slade. 
It was far beyond his reach. But his hands were under my hands, 
and his feet were fully in view near my own on the side of the 
table opposite to that on which the chair bad risen.

While I was taking note of his positiou at this moment, a hand 
rudely grasped my knee on the opposite side to where Dr. Slade 
was seated and his hands were still in mine on the table.

Blows of a more gentle kind upon the table attended with a re­
markable quivering of it, announced, as he said, that his wife was 
present, and desired the slate. After the slate had been carefully

cleaned, it was laid upon the top of the table, with a piece of 
pencil under it. Upon the slate he place«I his right hand, and I 
placed my left band, and with my other hand I held his left hand 
as it lay upon the table. As my hand lay upon the slate, I could 
feel, and I did also distinctly hear, something writing upon it. 
The communication was evidently a long one ;.but liefore I report 
the result, I desire to*note  hen*  a remarkable phenomenon, to my 
mind the most suggestive that attended this experiment.

It is necessary clearly to understand the |*osition  of the parties, 
therefore I repeat it.

Dr. Slade and myself sat face to face. One hand of each of us 
Was laid upon the slate. The side of the slate that was being 
written upon was pressed by us against the ’able. Our second 
hands were linked together, and lay upon the table. While this 
positic n was preserved, the writing proceeded without pause. 
When Dr. Slade removed his hand from mine it ceased instantly, 
and ns instantly was renewed when his band and mine met. This 
experiment was repeated several times, and never failed.

Here, then, was a chain or circle formed by my arms and body, 
and Dr. Slade’s arms and body, the slate being between us, my 
hand at one and of it. his hand at the other end, and between our 
hands, and upon the slate that connected them, the writing was. 
When the chain was broken forthwith the writing ceased. When 
the chain was reformed the ..writing was at once resumed. The 
effect was instantaneous. In this curious fact we must seek the 
clue to this psychological mystery

Some rapid flipping«. indicating that the writing was finished, 
the slate was lifted, and in a clear and perfectly distinct writing 
the following was read. It filled the whole side of the slate : —

Dear Serj.,—You arc now investigating a subject that is 
worthy of all the time you or any other man of mind can devote 
to its investigation. When man can believe in this truth, it will 
in most cases .make him a better man. This is our object in 
coming to earth, to make man and woman better, wiser, and 
purer.—I am truly, A. W. Slade.

While I was reading this a hand again grasped my knee fur­
thest from Dr Slade, whose hands were at that moment holding 
the slate that I might copy the writing. As I wrote, a hand, 
which 1 saw distinctly, came from under the table, seize«I my 
waistcoat and pulled it violently.

Seeing this I took the pencil with which I was copying the 
words and laid it at the edge of the table furthest from Dr. 
Slade, ami far beyond his reach, the end of the |>cncil projecting 
about two inches over the ledge. I asked if the hand would take 
the pencil. Forthwith a hand came from under the table, seized 
the pencil, and threw it upon the floor. I again asked that it 
would pick up the pencil and bring it to me. In a minute it was 
brought ami put upon the tabic by my side. I saw the hand that 
brought it as distinctly as I could see my own. It was a small 
hand, seemingly that of a woman.

Again the slate was cleaned and laid upon the table as before, 
my hand upon it. In a few seconds the following sentence was 
written. Considerable power was used in this writing, and I 
could distinctly feel the pressure of the pencil upon the slate, and 
its motion as every word was written

I am Dr John Forbes. I was the Queen’s physician. God bless 
you. J. Forbes.

While I was rending this, the hand again came from under the 
table and seized the sleeve of my coat ami trial to pull my arm 
down, but I resisted and it disappeared, Then it came up again, 
as if from my legs, and caught the eye-glass that was hanging 
from my neck, and opened >t. During all these phenomena Dr. 
Slade’s hands were before me on the table and his feet full in ir.y 
view upon the floor. The hand on each occasion came from the 
side of the table opposite to where Dr Slade was sitting, He was 
seated on my left, and the hand came and seized me on my right 
leg, in a position impossible to him. The haml I saw not half the 
size of Dr. Slade's hand. It touchefl my hand three times, ami I 
could feel that it was warm, soft, ami moist, and as solid, and 
fleshy ns my own.

Again the slate was cleaned and held under the table tight 
against the wood, one half of it projecting beyond the edge, so 
that I might be assured that it was tightly pressed against the 
wood ; but the slate was seized, ami witV'great force drawn away 
and rapidly raisc«l above me and placed u|>on my head. In this 
position the sound of writing ii|x>n ft was distinctly heard by 
inc. On removing it, I found written upon it the following 
words :— f

Man must not doubt any more, when we can come in this way. 
J. F., M.D.

Then the large arm-chair rushed forward from the corner of the 
room in which it had been placed, to the table.

Again the slate was placed under the table, and projecting from 
it. A haml twice seized and shook my leg, both of the hands of 
Dr Slade being at the moment lieforc me, ami his whole per-on 
visible.

Thus ended this experiment. All that I have reported wax 
ft one} that is certain. How it was done, ami by what agency, 
is a problem for psychology to solve. Foi my own part I can say 
only that I was in the full possession of my senses : that I was 
wide awake: that it was in broad daylight ; that-Dr. Slade was 
under my observation the whole time, ami could not have moved 
hand or foot without being detected by me.

That it was not a self-delusion is fehown by this, that any per­
son who chooses to go may see almost the same phenomena. I 
offer no opinion upon their causes, for I have formed none. If 
they be genuine, it is impossible to exaggerate their interest ami 
importance. If they be an imposture, it is equally important, 
that the trick should be exposed in the only way in which trickery 
can be explained, by doing the same thing, and showing how it is 
done.—E. W. Cox, Sergeant-at-Law, President of the Physiologi­
cal Society of Great Britain. August 8th, 1876.
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THE EVIDENCES OF SPIRITUALISM.
A Lecture delivered nt the Masonic Hall, Melbourne, 

Sunday, September 25th, 1876, by W. II. Terry.
-----o----- /

My last lecture given in this Hall, on the Mora) Teach­
ings of Spiritualism, elicited the expression of a desire 
from several of those present for evidences of the facts 
upon which the philosophy and moral teachings were 
based, in response to winch, a few weeks since, I pro­
mised to give you the present lecture, in which it is my 
intention to present to the consideration of those who 
have not studied the subject, as many of the innumer­
able evidences of the fact of spirit intercourse with mor­
tals, as tho limits of the allotted time will permit. In 
doing so, however, it will be necessary for me to go over 
ground that lias been often traversed by myself and 
others before, but here and there I may be enabled to 
introduced a new fact, or evidence, which will be in­
teresting to tho student of Spiritualism as well as the 
iuQuiror. The idea of Spirit intercourse is a strictly 
rational one to all those who believe in the immortality 
of tho soul, it is supported by the Scriptures of all 
nations, and by the history of all civilized races, ami it 
is an anomaly which at first sight appears inconiprelieii- 
sibie that Christians who found their belief on the re­
cords of the Spiritual and supermundane occurrences of 
the Old and New Testaments, should deny the possi­
bility of the occurrence of similar manifestations at the 
present day. Is there less need now for such evidences, 
are the meagre records of God'« intercourse with an 
eastern nation thousands of years ago adequate to the 
requirements of Humanity in its present stage of pro­
gress and development ? Have mankind at large so 
firm a faith in revealed religion that no further light is 
required, either to demonstrate the immortality of the 
soul, or give a knowledge of the nature of the life be­
yond? Look arouud and judge for yout selves, question 
your church going neighbour on the tenets of his faith, 
and find how unsubstantial is the foundation on which lie 
stands, and how conscious lie is of it. Talk to your mate­
rialistic friend, and whilst denying the adequacy of the 
orthodox system to prove man's immortality, and adapt­
ing hitnsclf to the alternative, ho still hopes and wishes 
(with few exceptions) for evidence, positive, rational evi­
dence, of such a condition. And in a rationalistic 
reasoning age like this, such evidence is necessary to real 
conviction. Too long has blind unreasoning faith held 
sway, and now the time has come for it to bo swept 
away, and its place filled by a faith founded upon know­
ledge and evidence, and supported by reason, the requi­
sites for which are to be found in modern Spiritualism.

Amongst the early investigators of Spiritualism in 
America, were the Reverend S. B. Brittan, and Dr. 
Hallock, of New York, they carefully investigated the 
phenomena occurring through the “ Fox " girls, and be­
coming convinced of' its genuineness, »‘rote and spoke 
in their defence. Being men of acknowledged ability, 
and good social position, their example stimulated in­
quiry and drew the attention of many thinking peoplo 
to the subject, among whom was Horace Greely, the 
then Editor of the “ Tribune." Ho personally tested 
the mediums and in that papor expressed his unqualified 
satisfaction that the raps which occurred in their pre­
Bence were not caused by them.

About this time (1851) the Hon. John Worth Ed­
monds, a Judge of the Supreme Court, at New York, 
formed a circlo in that City, where through the medium­
ship of Dr. Dexter a series of highly interesting and 
philosophical communications were received, and subse­
quently published, they had a large circulation and raH 
through several editions. Many circles wore formed 
in various parts of the States, and wonderful manifesta­
tions of power and intelligence were exhibited. * In the 
presence of a number of well-known and intelligent wit- 
nessesone Edw<> Fowler received a writtencouimunication 
signed by upwards of fifty spirits of men well known in 
history, every signature of which was found to be a fac­
simile of their earthly autographs. The Hon. J. P. 
Talmadge, Governor of Wisconsin, and a prominent 
senator, (a man of powerful mind,) was induced by his 
friend, Judge Edmonds, to investigate, and obtained such 
evidence in a comparatively short time as compelled him

to give in his adhesion to the cause. The excitement in 
reference to tho subject increased, the Clergy became 
seriously alarmed, aud with the view of upsetting tho 
Éhenomcnal facts, an eminent professor of chemistry, 

Robert Hare (the Faraday of America), was appealed 
to. lie did not immediately respond, but in 1853 he 
wrote as follows :—“ I feel called upon as an act of duty 
to my fellow creatures to bring whatever influence I 
possess, to the attempt to stem the tide of "popular 
madness,” which in defianco to reason and science is fast 
setting in in favour of the “ gross delusion ” called 
Spiritualism."

With this idea the professor went to work and con­
structed three ingenious instruments for the detection 
of the impostlire, but the engineer was “ Hoist with his 
own petard," these very instruments being tho means 
by which he was convinced beyond all doubt that those 
he had mourned as dead, still lived and exercised a 
lively interest in his welfare. .One of the first commu­
nications spelt out through the tost “ indicator " was a 
Latin quotation his father (who had been dead many 
years) was in the habit of using. Professor Hare had 
more courage than many of his class and publicly av owed 
his conviction, giving the grounds for it. lie stated to 
an audience of 3000 persons who assembled to hear his 
vindication, that lie was fully aware of the effect it would 
have upon his scientific reputation, but thnt Truth was 
dearer to him than worldly honor, and ns he predicted 
so it was; the so-called scientific world turned their 
backs upon him, and came to the comfortable conclusion 
that his once great mind was failing.

But following in his wake came another scientific 
star, Professor James Mapes, L.L.D., Vice-President of 
the American Institute, and honorary member of several 
European Scientific Societies. He investigated, was 
convinced, and stood by his convictions. The subject 
began to attract attention in England, Professor De 
Morgan ami his lady were attacked by the malady, the 
result being the publication of the volume, from “ Mat­
ter to Spirit," written by Mrs. De Morgan, with an in­
troduction by the Professor. This book attracted con­
siderable atteution amongst the intellectual classes, and 
stimulated investigation A list of men cmineut in 
science, letters, and social position came forward one by 
one to swell the ranks of the “demented " till the oppo­
nents of Spiritualism were compelled from very shame 
to abandon their first position, and seiz.o on every new 
theory that was suggested to account for the inex­
plicable phenomena testified to. Among the many 
notable adherents to Spiritualism the following besides 
those already mentioned come to mind:—Professors 
Mavs, Challis, Gregory, Bush. Alfred R. Wallace, C. 
F. Varley, Wm. Crookes, Fellows of the Royal Society, 
Claries Bray, Robert Chambers, Lemon Blanchard, Mr. 
and Mrs. S. C. Hall, Wm. aud Mary Howitt, Mrs. H. B. 
Stowe, Drs. Elliotson, Ashburner, and Gully. Lords 
Brougham, Lindsay, Adare, and Lyndhurst. Baron vou 
Reichenbach (discoverer of the Odie force), Denton the 
Geologist, Thackeray, Gerald Massey, Abraham Lincoln, 
Guizot, Garibaldi, Nassau, M. Senior, Archbishop 
Whately, and numbers of others in the same sphere of 
intellect. Honest John Bright in a conversation with 
Mr. Peebles said—in reference to some of D. D. Home's 
manifestations which he had witnessed, that he could at­
tribute them to no cause but that alleged, viz., Disem­
bodied Spirits.

Bo it remembered that the whole of the emineut per­
sons I have enumerated have individually and separately 
investigated the subject, and become convinced by de­
monstration.

In 1869 a committee of thirty-six persons was ap­
pointed by the Dialectical Society, of London, to inves­
tigate the Spiritual phenomena. The report published 
in 1873 affirms that Raps, movements of tables and other 
objects occurred, aud intelligence was displayed by some 
force apart from tho individuals composing the circle. 
Sub-Committee No. 2 reported that the different intel­
ligences communicating (purporting to be spirits) dis­
played separate and distinct individualities, they also 
demonstrated boyoud doubt tho objective nature of the 
phenomena. The Committee examined witnesses on 
the subject, with the following result,—
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1. —Thirteen witnesses state that they have seen heavy bodies 
—in »me instances men—rise slowly in the air and remain there 
for some time without visible or tangible support.

2. —Fourteen witnesses testify to having seen hands or figures, 
not ap|>ertaining to any human being, but life-like in ap|>enrancc 
and mobility, which they have sometimes touched or even grasjied, 
and which they are therefore convinced were not the result of im­
posture or illusion.

3. —Five witnesses state that they have been touched, by some 
invisible agency, on various parts of the hotly, anti often where 
requested. when the hands of all present were visible.
i—Thirteen witnesses declare that they have beard musical 

pieces well played upon instruments not manipulated by any as­
certainable agency.

8.—Five witnesses state that they have seen red-hot coals ap­
plied to the hands or heads of several persons without producing 
pain or scorching ; and throe witnesses state that they have had 
the same experiment made upon themselves with the like immu­
nity.

8.—Kight witnesses state that they haie received precise in­
formation through rappings, writings, and in other ways, the ac­
curacy of which was unknow n at the time to themselves or to any 
persons present, and which, on subsequent inquiry. was found to 
be correct.

7—One witness declares that lie has received a precise and de­
tailed statement which, nevertheless, proved to be entirely erro­
neous.

8. —Three witnesses state they have been present when draw­
ings, both in pencil and colours, wore produced in so short n time, 
and under such conditions, ns to render human agency impos­
sible. ,

9. —Six witnesses declare that they have received information 
of future events, and in some cases the hour and minute of their 
occurrence have been accurately foretold, nnd even weeks 
before.

In addition to the above, evidence has been given of trance­
speaking, of healing, of automatic writing, of the introduction 
of flowers and fruits into closed rooms, of voices in the air, of 
visions in crystals and glasses, and of the elongation of thchumar. 
body.

Many of the witnesses have given their views as to the sources 
of these phenomena. Some attribute them to the agency of dis­
embodied human beings, some to Satanic influence, some to 
psychological causes, and others to imposture or delusion.

The literature of the subject has also received the attention of 
your Committee, and a list of works is ap|>cndcd for the assistance 
of ‘.hose who may wish to pursue tho subject further.

In presenting their report, your Committee, taking into con­
sideration the high character and great intelligence of many of 
the witnesses to the more extraordinary facts, the extent to which 
their testimony is supported by the reports of the sub-committees, 
and the absence of any proof of imposture or delusion as regnrds 
a large portion of the phenomena ; and further, having regard to 
the exceptional character of the phenomena, the large number of 
persons in every grade of society and over the whole civilised 
world who are more or less influenced by a belief in their super­
natural origin, and to the fact that no philosophical explanation 
of them has yet been arrived at, deem it incumbent upon them 
to state their conviction that the subject is worthy of more 
serious attention and careful investigation than it has hitherto 
received.

Your Committee recommend that this Report and the Reports 
of the Sub-committees, together with the Evidence and Corrcs- 
jiondcncc appended, be printed and published.

Tho last recommendation was not, however, adopted, 
the association took fright at the Demon they had con­
jured up, and tried to shelve the matter. The commit­
tee not coinciding with this, decided to publish it at their 
own expense.

During the year 1870, Mr. W. Crookes, F.R.S., Editor 
of the British Journal of Science, who bad formed one 
of this Committee, commenced a series of investigations 
with Mr. D. D. Home and obtained some very startling 
results. An accordion was played in a cage, without 
visible hands. A board attached to a spring balance was 
made light or heavy at will, without any possible contact 
with Mr. Home’s hands, and many other manifestations 
of an intelligent power outside the medium were ob­
tained. These experiments woro followed by a sories 
through Mies Florence Cook. Up to this point Mr 
Crookes bad kept his belief as to the cause of the pheno­
mena in abeyance, but the evidences of their spiritual 
origin received through this source were too much for 
him, and he openly joined the Spiritualist ranks. And 
so it is with every truly scientific man who has investi­
gated, they have one and all come to the same conclu­
sion. Sir William Thomson in his opening address 
before the British Association (1871) said ’* Science is 
bound by the everlasting law of honour to face fearlessly 
every problem which can fairly be presented to it. 
Spiritualism is a problem which demands and courts in­
vestigation, but unfortunately the majority of so-callod 
scientific men do not recognise tho law referred to by 
this eminent authority.

The following is a list of the phenomena scientifically 
demonstrated in his own house by Mr. Crookes.

The movement of heavy bodies, with contact but with­
out mechanical exertion.

The phenomena of percussive and other allied sounds. 
The alteration of weights of bodies.
Movement of heavy Bodies when at a distance from 

the medium.
Ths rising of tables and chairs oft' the ground without 

contact with any person.
The levitation of human beings.
Luminous appearances,
The appearance of Hands, either self luminous or 

visible by ordinary light.
Direct writing.
Phantom forms and faces.
The agency of an Exterior intelligence and miscella­

neous occurrences of a complex character.
This remember, is the result of a careful scientific in­

vestigation, entered into without reference to the cause, 
the Spiritual demonstration being the outcome.

A book recently published by Mrs Catherine Berry, a 
ladv of independent means in England, contains a mass of 
evidence of startling phenomena, physical and mental, 
which no theory but the Spiritual could possibly account 
for. At one seance elevon persons being present the 
manifestations were very' powerful, three persons being 
levitated distances of one to eight feet from the floor. 
There are, also, accounts of objects being carried about 
the room, and spirit voices heard in the light, Materiali­
zations, and many other wonderful phenomena well at­
tested.

I may here remark that the phenomena of Levitation 
is not uncommon in Victoria. A well authenticated case 
is published in the Harbinger for September 1873, and 
another in the same paper of June, 1870. Whilst the 
bringing of solid substances into a closed room is a vory 
common occurrence in the presence of a lady resident at 
Castlemaine, who somo months since submitted to the 
most crucial tests that could be devised, and demon­
strated the fact both at Melbourne and Sandhurst.

Some two years sine’s the attention of the New York 
press, was attracted by accounts of marvellous mate­
rializing phenomena occurring at a country homestead, 
in Vermont, and on behalf of two leading papers, the 
“ Sun” and “ Graphic," Colonel Olcott, a gontleman of 
approved acumen and literary ability, was despatched to 
the scene to investigate and report. J (e spent upwards 
of two months in the investigation assisted by an artist, 
who not only sketched every portion of the house, in­
side and out, but graphically reproduced the marvels 
which occurred therein. Colonel Olcott, though not 
professing to be a scientific man, carried through bis in­
vestigations in a much more scientific manner than many 
so-called scientists. Submitting test upon test, but 
omitting the offensive expressions of scepticism which 
so many indulge in. In his summing up he says “ I 
have confined myself almost exclusively to phenomena 
witnessed by myself and others. I have not attempted 
to inculcate any of tho doctrines of Spiritualists, as I 
find in the works of Mr. Owen, Mr, Sargent, Mr. Pee­
bles, or other writers, nor have I attempted to elicit . 
from the talking spirits of the Eddy band their views on/ 
the laws of their own existence and communication with 
us." He did not go there to discuss philosophies but to 
see phenomena. It was sufficient for him if ho could see 
one spirit materialized under such conditions as pre­
cluded the possibility of self-deception. That fact was 
enough to set the world to thinking, for it opened up a 
boundless field of scientific discovery and philosophical 
religious inquiry. I cannot present the results of bis 
investigations more concisely than he docs on pages 112 
and 413, of his book " People from the Other World," 
and will therefore read them. He says—

“ In tlic first place, it lias been proved that, after making every 
allowance for fraud on the part of the mediums—for Horatio's 
removing his hand from his neighbour's bnre arm in the light­
circle, for his untying null rebinding himself in the durk-circlc, 
and for William's personating every alleged’ materialized spirit 
thnt approximates to his own height and bulk—ivc have a large 
balance of marvels to account for.

We have the writing -if certain nnmes that tho modium had no 
means of knowing; the exhibition of detached hands of various 
sixes and colours, somo deformed by accidental pre-mortem causes;
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wo Imre the «¡ninlliiticou» playing of munical compositions by 
sudi n number of instruments that one or even two meh c< ulii not 
have done ; we have tho playing of (ieorginn anil Circassian ami 
Italian music by invisible |wrformers. in res|>unsc to requests matte 
in languages that neither the médium nor any other person in the 
room, except the inker, understood ; we have the [Hilling of n 
spring-balance by detached hands unlike the medium's, one with 
a Huger amputattsl, ami the other with tatlis. marks upon the 
wrist, which, in each case, would prove that the medium had 
nothing to do with the pulling ; we have had the playing upon 
at> Instrument nnd the display of hands, beyond the reach of the 
medium, anti when his position ami movements were all under 
easy scrutiny ; we have had the passage of a solid iron ring upon 
the arm of the mtslium, and its transfer to my own, with both of 
the medium's hand*  held by mine,, ami also the dropping of the 
same solid ring from tin- medium's arm to the floor. tn the light, 
with a lamp standing within two feet of the medium.

We have had the execution of airs upon various musical instru­
ments in concert, in a style so utterly unlike the Is-st efforts of 
the medium as to preclude the idea that ho could have been the 
performer upon cither one of them ; we have luid, linally, the up- 
pcarancc of a multitude of figures emerging ftont a closet, where 
in the nature of things, it was [mssibli- that any mortal person 
except one man could have been, dressed in a great variety of 
costumes, and differing in size, apparent weight, manner, sex. 
age, and complexion from that person—to make no account of 
those whom tie might have personated if lie had been supplied 
with the appliance*  of the actor's art.

Wo have, niorcov.’r. and e*|icci*lly.  seen some of these tigun-s 
dressed m Oriental costumes and speaking Oriental languages, 
besides others who conversed audibly in the modern tongues of 
Europe. Of the ap|s-nmnce of children and even little ba lies in 
arms ; of the appearance of the two former at one and same time; 
of the »[«caking word*  and sentences by children I have heretofore 
given such circumstantial accounts, and the sulwtantiation of my 
statements is so easy. I cite the fact*  a*  among the most won­
derful of the proofs accumulated during my protracted investiga­
tion.

There is one important fact not included in this part 
of the book, but referred to elsewhere, the recognition 
by persons present of the materialized spirits as their 
deceased fnends. This occurred in at least three in­
stances out of four, and is one of the strongest evidences 
of the Spiritual origin of the phenomena

During Mr Foster's visit to this city many strong 
evidences of spirit intelligence wore given through him. 
I have been present with a total stranger to him, and 
heard him describe no leas than eight spirits so minutely 
as to be readily recognised by my friend, and this was no 
isolated case. Of the many that came under my notice I 
shall select the following: —A gentleman connected with 
the Melbourne press, a thorough disbeliever in the Spirit­
ual theory paid Mr Foster a visit to see if he could find 
out how it was done, telling him that he had no belief in 
it, but would venture a pound to satisfy himself. Almost 
immediately Mr. Foster said—"There is a friend of 
yours here, says his name is D.—" “ D ! eaid the visitor" 
somewhat startled, “ Well if it is him, let him tell me 
something that will prove his identity." “ He wishes you 
to ask questions'*  says the medium. “ Does he" replied 
thegen tieman,“then ask him where those papers are which 
his wife has been unable to find.” Mr. Foster stated 
that tho spirit of D—. would write a reply, and taking 
a pencil “ Old portmanteau, New Caledonia," was writ­
ten The visitor waited for no more but hurried off to 
the residence of D— 's widow and inquired where D—*s  
old portmanteau was. It wss produced, opened, and in a 
book on “ New Caledonia,” the missing paper was found. 
It was a paper of importance, and monetary value, and 
after being sought for unavailingly for months, tho 
search had been abandoned as hopeless. Will any 
theory but the Spiritual ono explain this ? The gentle­
man referred to though previously a determined sceptic, 
was convinced that it was the spirit of his old friend D. 
who gave the information.

The evidences I have brought forward so far, would 
be considered ample to ensure the general acceptation 
of any ordinary scientific discovery, yet they are but a 
tithe of what can be presented ip support of the impor­
tant fact of spirit intercourse with mortals, a fact upon 
which hinges the demonstration of man's immortality. 
Yet I do not ask or expect belief on this or any other 
oral or written evidence, but I do say that no unbiassed 
person can carefully review even the evidences pre­
sented in this paper, and conscientiously assert, that 
there is not sufficient to justify a Rational investigation 
of the subject. When I commenced this lecture I had 
thought of introducing some of my own experiences, 
but I Ind that I have already sufficient matter for an 

evening's consideration, and will, therefore, defer my 
personal testimony for the present. I would have you 
bear in mind that the subject I have presented to you 
involves that most momentous problem, “ If a man die 
shall he live again.” It is no unsubstantial theory, but 
a question of demonstrable fact, and is per ee the most 
important question relating to humanity. As such let 
it be considered calmly and dispassionately. Weigh, 
sift, and analyze the evidence, reject all that you find 
faulty and defective, but hold fast to that which your 
reason demonstrates to be substantial and good.

THE CAUSE IN ADELAIDE.

Yovb readers arc already aware that there is in Ade­
laide a society called the Free Discussion Society, which 
consists at present of about twenty members, who are 
in the habit of meeting together every Sunday evening 
for mutual aid and benefit. The average attendance at 
these meetings is seven or eight members per week, and 
the subjects that form the theme of discussion are as 
various as they are extensive, embracing for the most 
part questions of a secular character. On the first Sun­
day evening of the present month, it was my pleasure 
to attend one of these meetings, the subject for lecture 
and debate on that occasion being, “ The Jewish and 
Christian Prophets, were they inspired," was delivered 
by a prominent and active member of the Society, and 
was cleverly dealt with as far as it weut. To the 
extent of my knowledge there is only one avowed 
Spiritualist connected with the Society, and indeed the 
generality of members seem to be antagonistic to 
Spiritualism, though, to do justice to those with whom 
I have conversed on the subject, they appear anxious to 
become more acquainted with its phenomena and teach­
ings, than they are at the present time. During the 
discussion, which ensued after tho delivery of the dis­
course to which I have alluded, it was stated by the 
lecturer that " if they were to believe the modern 
Spiritualists there were prophets at tho present day, 
working miracles.” This assertion, spoken ex cathedra 
as it appeared to be, took me somewhat by surprise, as 
J had understood that the lecturer had spent somo 
time in an examination of the claims of Spiritualism, 
and consequently ought to have known better than to 
make such a false assertion. As has invariably been 
my custom when Spiritualism has been needlessly 
traduced and misrepresented, I at once gave an un­
qualified denial to the lecturer's statement, informing 
him that if he had perused Wallace's excellent work on 
“ Miracles and Modern Spiritualism,” he would have 
known that Spiritualists hold there is no such thing as 
“ miracle,” in the ordinary acceptation of that word. 
He said that he was perfectly cognisant of that fact, 
but contended that the Spiritualists in holding such a 
doctrine were inconsistent. Why they were “ incon­
sistent" he endeavoured to explain, but I was unable to 
comprehend. From the question of the inspiration or 
otherwise of the Christian and Jewish prophets, the 
subject thenceforward veered round to that of modern 
Spiritualism, which I defended to the best of my humble 
ability from the attacks of its aggressors. It was not 
difficult to see from the nature of the objections that 
were urged against it that few of those present were 
acquainted to any great extent with the subject; but 
what pleased me most, was that without exception they 
all manifested a desire for “ more light,” and if their 
earnestness is not transient, if they are really anxious 
to discover the truth, I feel confident their wish will be 
gratified, and that too in a more forcible manner than 
they at present think of. In a few weeks it is my 
intention to voluuteer a short lecture on Spiritualism, 
and though I freely confess it may lack literary merits, 
it shall be mr ardent endeavour to infuse into it all the 
genuine enthusiasm of the cause that I can summon. 
Theie is little doubt that the seeds will not be scattered 
on stony ground, and perhaps ere many months pass, a 
golden harvest will be reaped and securely stored ; nay 
I shall be sufficiently satisfied if only one of those who 
bear the lecture is brought over through his own honest 
conviction, to the ranks of the ever-advancing and ever- 
increasing army of Progress and Truth.
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There arc, I learn, one or two private circles held at 
regular intervals in and around Adelaide, but with what 
result, I am not aware except on mere hearsay, which to 
my mind is quite as bad as no knowledge of it whatever.

For several weeks the promoters of Freetbought in 
our midst have been energetically engaged in agitating 
measures with a view of inducing that clever, conscienti­
ous and indefatigable advocate of Freethought and 
Spiritualism, Mr. Tyerman, to pay this city a short 
visit. Up to the time of despatching this Communica­
tion, however, the movement, 1 regret to say, has not 
met with thesuccess which it deservedly should have done; 
but there can be no doubt of its succeeding within a 
few more days, and most probably the next issue of the 
Harbinger of Light will contain an account of Mr. 
Tyerman's labours amongst ub May his efforts be 
amply rewarded from every point of view.

FITZERIC.
Adelaide, October 16, 1879.

FREE THOUGHTS ON THE LIFE OF JESUS.

By a Whiting Medium. 

Chapter II.
{Continued.)

To remove the discordant elements, and to bring in a 
more orderly method of development, this is the work of 
the true reformer. And when we have admitted this 
proposition, and begin to look at it in real earnest, we 
then see how much it comprehends, and the difficulty 
which is involved in its accomplishment. To the re­
former, however, it is, and ever must be, a stern reality 
—a bill-difficulty up which he has to climb; and the 
race of man would not have arrived at its present im­
proved condition, had it not been that the history of the 
race has witnessed many such valiant sons of humanity, 
who, despite the difficulty involved have accomplished 
the work to which they set their hand.

Every man has an instinctive belief that he is capable 
of growth. In view of this, he makes all kind of 
attempts to attain this object; not always guided by 
reason, sometimes by a blind sensuality, and at others 
by the cold light of intellect apart from the operation 
of the affectional nature, but to a very great extent 
with a result which requires a corrective discipline ; and, 
hence the need of reformers and a reformation.

The Jewish people, at the period we are now writing 
of, were no exception to the general rule. They had 
developed on a crooked principle ; and, even when 
judged by their theological law, or on the broader basis 
of a natural religion, were found to be defective in many 
respects. This fact, with another to which we have 
referred,—via., human capability—were patent enough 
to Jesus from the stand-point which he occupied. Even 
of him it was said, “ Physician, heal thyselfand the 
very best of our reformers must bo regarded as imper- 
feet in some respect; this, however, must not hinder 
the attempt of those who are so disposed, especially 
when—not by precept only, but by example also—the 
high-born spirit Bets out on such a work as that of 
personal ana social reformation.

That Jesus had a full apprehension of the work before 
him, and the method by which he was to carry it out is 
doubtful. Very few men of genius, even at the com­
mencement of their career, are thus fortified. Jesus 
may have had a general purpose in view, and the inten­
tion to accomplish it; but as he advanced, his mind 
would open to nigher convictions and clearer courses, by 
which to attain his end. Indeed, we are impressed 
with the belief that every man like Jesus, who enters 
upon a great work, is under the control of higher intelli­
gences, who impart to him as he needs, the reauired 
force of character, strength, and endurance, which will 
enable him to attain success. Starting in this belief, 
the reformer need not be too anxious about the filling 
up of the plan which lies before him, assured that for 
every emergency there will be provided the appropriate 
remedy, ana seeing that the course he pursues, and the 
end be is to arrive at, are in harmony with the Infinite 

Will,, all the success which can render his endearours 
successful will be granted.

It is thus we view Jesus at this stage of his history, 
taking (he first step even while he did not know what 
would be the second ; full of youthful ardour, and 
ready, if needs be, to renounce everything which might 
contribute to his material comfort, for the sake of the 
better accomplishment of the work before him

Very interesting would it be, were we nblc to trace 
his career through the successive steps of his progress. 
But in this respect, we have no satisfactory data to 
build upon, either as respects his journeyings, or the 
period over which his career extended. On both of 
these points the Evangelistic records are contradictory; 
and writers w ho have endeavoured to solve the difficulty 
have been unable to come to a definite conclusion. We 
are, therefore, left to pick our way through a mass of 
confused detail, to indicate the localities which Jesus is 
supposed to have visited, and to docide whether one 
year or three, marked the term of his career from the 
tithe he commenced to teach, until his apprehension and 
suffering on the cross.

In attempting this, then, we shall have to refer to 
the order of his progress; to the special characteristics 
of his teachings ; to his associates ; to the performance 
of so-called miracles ; as to the extent to which he may 
be regarded as a Political Agitator, and in what degree 
he manifested the spirit of a visionary; and, in conse- 
?iuence of the growth and prevalence of blind enthusiam, 
ailed to accomplish many of the ends which he bad in 

view.
In contemplating the life of Jesus, we are in danger 

of falling into two extremes—either to accept a number 
of myths as undeniable facta, or, in the rejection of these, 
to leave the position so bare that our conclasions become 
mere conjecture. We want to avoid either of these 
extremes, and adopt a middle course, which, seeking the 
most reliable of the recorded incidents, leaves us free to 
illustrate our discourse with the supposed utterances of 
Jesus sb they are recorded in the Evangelistic 8toriea. 
To follow any of the noted men of past ages who have 
laboured for the good of the nations, will always be a 
pleasant work. To note alike their peculiarities and 
their imperfections, along with the persistent attempts 
at reform which they made, never shrinking from the 
acceptance of those restraints of self-denial which are 
inevitable to such courses, will afford an insight into the 
working of human nature in its best phases. Such an 
advantage will the study of the Jesus of history afford us 
as we trace hie journeyings, listen to his teachings, and 
sympathize with him in his successes and sufferings.

We have already referred to his first appearance in 
public. At Nazareth he opened his mouth on the in­
vitation of those who were well acquainted with him. 
He had already acquired a juvenile reputation, and, to 
some discerning minds, the indications of future useful­
ness may have led to his occupying the position he did 
on this occasion. In this first discourse of his we per­
ceive three peculiarities. The goodness of his disposition 
comes out in striking contrast with an element of self- 
assumption, which led to the failure of this his first 
public attempt at reformation.

From the sacred writings of his nation, he inculcates 
one of the most sublime and beautiful theories of human 
development of which we can conceive. It is the Spirit 
of Holy Truth, which he urges hie countrymen to 
receive. That spirit of truth, which, when it enters the 
mind, will work results as calculated to free from the 
oppressions of a disordered state, as to build up the 
entire constitution in harmony with its best inteiests. 
The aspect in which Jesus presented his theme, was 
especially adapted to deliver his countrymen from the 
bondage of an unfruitful formality ; to set them free 
from ceremonial encumbrances; and, by the lodgment 
of truth in the inward parts, to develope in'the outer 
life the true fruits of righteousness, whereby alone they 
could become both blest and a blessing. At beet it will 
be only a matter of conjecture, as to the way in which 
Jesus worked out the ideas of his theme as based on the 
utterances of a more ancient Prophet. As an Essene, or 
at any rate influenced in some degree at this period of 
hie ministry by the knowledge of their tenets, but above
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all under the control of those loving Spirits who at­
tended him, wo can imagine that the burden of hie cry 
would be for such a consecration to the service of truth, 
as would effectually mould the entire character in 
harmony with the will of the Infinite Ono, and render 
it influential for good to those around.

It must be understood, however, that in this utterance 
of Jesus, he was not introducing a new dispensation, or 
one more particularly adapted to the necessities of his 
own day, or any other, as distinctive from the entire 
scope of human history. In the introduction of the 
utterance of an ancient prophet to the notice of his 
countrymen, Jesus does but indicate the broad and 
general principle on which humanity at all times, and 
under all circumstances, is to be successfully developed. 
Never can it be said that tnan lacks the means of 
spiritual growth, although he may fail to recognise its 
presence, and neglect to profit by its jurisdiction. That 
mighty spirit of Truth, whereby all harinonial develop­
ment ib secured, is as much the birthright of man now, 
as it was then, or, as it has been all through the history 
of the race. And, that Jesus, recognized this fact, 
thero cannot be a doubt ; and, moreover, that ho pressed 
the consideration thereof on the attention of his hearers, 
who are said to have borne witness to the gracious words 
which flowed from his lips (Luke iv. 22).

It would appear, however, that a remark made by 
somo one present, doubtless from the best of feelings, 
disturbed the serenity of the young man's mind. He 
Lad conceivod an importance as attaching to his mo­
mentary position, with which the remark was incompati­
ble, and was thence led on to retort in such a manner, 
as to destroy the good effect which his otherwise telling 
address had produced. Then it was, that on the part of 
his hearers, also, there arose a feeling of repugnance at 
the indiscreet attack of their townsman ; and, he, who 
might have been helpful to them, had to flee away with 
his life in his hand, never apparently, daring to again 
approach the place of his nativity, and in which his first 
attempt at public teaching had been made. (Bead the 
entire narrative, Luke iv. 16-29.)

It is not for us, however, to sit in judgment on tbiB 
young Jew for a want of prudence on liis part; ho had 
yet to learn experience, like all young beginners: and, 
it is indeed from such failures, that in duo time the real, 
substantial, and successful character arises, whereby 
the world at large is benefitted.

From Nazareth, Jesus probably went to Cana ; as it 
has been suggested, with his mother, Mary, now a 
widow. It is also thought, that this may have been the 
town in which Mary resided prior to her marriage with 
Joseph. And if so, some transactions which are said to 
havo taken place in this town subsequently, may bo more 
easily conceived as true. Cana was but a short distance 
from Nazareth, at the foot of the mountains which 
bound the plain of Asochis on the north. How long 
Jesus remained here it is impossible to say. That he 
had not entirely connected himself with the Essenes is 
certain, if indeed at any period of his life he did so. 
His position seemed to be rather outside, than within 
the pale of the strict rules of this brotherhood ; adopt­
ing many of their views, and yet claiming a right to act 
on his own intuitions, as these indicated his course. 
Especially do we see this in his intercourse with the 
outside world. It is quite true that he appears to have 
ignored many of the socialities and connections of life of 
a more personal character; but, at the same time, to 
the extent of eating and drinking, and associating pro­
miscuously with the people, he certainly violated Borne 
of the strictest rules of the Essenian Brotherhood.

At Cana, doubtless, he formed connections which 
continued through life. Here, in all probability, he 
chose friends, who, proving more to his mind than the 
Nazarenes, received his teachings with pleasure. It 
was at Cana in Galilee that incident took place which 
is recorded in the Evangelistic record: “ And the third 
day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee, and the 
Mother of Jesus was there; and both Jesus was called 
and his disciples to the marriage” (John ii. 1, Ac.) If 
this narrative were true, we have a wonderful manifesta­
tion of the mediumistic power of Jesus. The turning 
of water into wine, as it is called, would be an indication

of the power which, as a magnetizor, Jesus must have 
possessed—a power which, not at all bearing out the 
idea of the miraculous, would nevertheless show that he, 
or his guides, through him, were able to control the 
laws of nature in such a way, as would baffle the ignorant 
and uninitiated. It is not, however, necessary to adopt 
this legend as actual fact. It has no special bearing on 
the moral character or teaching of Jesus, and we have 
merely referred to it because, while there may be more 
truth in it than we suspect, it serves to illustrate the 
possibilities of human nature rather than to invest it 
with importance. The presence of Jobub at this 
marriage, however, presents his character in a pleasing 
light, and helps to divest it of that austerity which some 
persons would connect with it.

This marriage affair at Cana in Galilee also raises the 
the question, as to whether Jesus ever formed such a 
connection himself, and what his views were on this 
subject. In his recorded teachings there is very little 
to assist us bo far as too latter is concerned ; and, as 
to the former, it would seem most likely that he re­
mained a bachelor, pure and simple, to the day of his 
death. Not that he was insensible to the importance of 
female association—rather the other way; but, from 
what we known of his conduct and occasional teachings, 
there is a strange contradiction respecting what he would 
advise others to do. At times, bo appears to condemn 
celibacy, and at otheis to forbid marriage ; but, on the 
whole, we are inclined to think that partly from the 
example of the extreme Essenes, and partly as a right 
which ho claimed for himself, he pursued a middle 
course. Female association to him was always soothing; 
childhood had its attractions; the social relations of 
life were by him respected: but, individually, he felt 
the necessity to practice celibacy, while the underlying 
principle of man’s duality was cherished by him as 
necessary, and natural. Indeed, in Jesus there would 
appear to have been a remarkablo blending of the posi­
tive and negative in nature, active and passive, male and 
female principles ; and, thus, while appearing to ignore 
the law which the Creator hath stamped on man's con­
stitution as a man, he respected it, yielded homage to 
it in its higher and purer development. And, when we 
look away into the far distant home of the ascended 
spirit, we can imagine that there, this beautiful blending 
of the two constituents of man's nature may have found 
a more expressive and positive illustration. The 
harmony of spirit with spirit, the necessary conjunction 
to form the perfected man, leads us to believe that in 
the higher sphere where Jesus now dwells, there can 
be no infringement or departure from a law so universal, 
as the union of the male and female constituents of 
humanity ; and, how shocking soever this may appoar to 
those who profess to believe in the Godhead of Jesus, to 
the harmonial spirit, who sees in God's great universe 
the reign of law, the idea expressed will be accepted 
with the greater readiness, because entirely in accord 
with the Divine will.

LYCEUM PIC-NIC.

A pic-nic of the Melbourne Progressive Lyceum, will 
be held at the 8urvey Paddock, on Thursday, November 
9th. All sympathising with the movement, are invited 
to join. Refreshment tickets may be obtained from, 
and contributions towards the exponces will be received 
by W. H. Terry.
The Spiritualists of Castlemaine hold their annual 
pic-nic at Mount Alexander, on 8unday, the 12th inst. 
The coaches will leave Castlemaine at 8 a.m., so as to 
give a long day at the Mount. It is intended to hold a 
seance on the summit, when it is expected some of the 
leading speaking mediums will bo controlled. Those 
really in sympathy with the cause are invited to join 
the pic-nic, but curiosity seekeis are not wanted.
The Enebgetic Circle.—The chairman informs us 
that this circle on Hospital Sunday, with the help of a 
few friends, subscribed in aid of the local charities, the 
handsome sum of £23 6s. 6d. With the £22 10s. 6d. 
added, which they recently presented as a present to 
their medium, there is a total sum of £45 17s., raised 
by them and their friends for beneficent purposes.
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RATIONAL SPIRITISM.

The appeals to Reason, even from the Phenomenal 
aspect of Spiritism, are, or should be frequent, for there 
is this difference, and this only, between its phenomena 
and those of the other physical Sciences, that they are 
produced by Purpose manifesting a distinct Intelligence 
and Will, often opposed to that of the Investigator. 
They vary at request, in manner, and intensity, and fur­
ther than this, give directions, which increase their own 
strength, which, foretell and announce future develop­
ments, dictate Conditions, and select Results. If Oxygen 
and Hydrogen were in the habit of informing the 
Chemist, as to the various combinations by which they 
might be best observed, or if the atoms of the Physicist, 
prompted the solutions of the problems they presented, 
or kindly disclosed the designs and results which we so 
often find perplexing and inexplicable, the analogy be­
tween these branches of our knowledge would be com­
plete, But at present it is not so, and the unfortunate 
man who will venture to rely upon the testimony net 
only of his senses, but of his judgment, corroborating 
and strengthening their verdict, must be content to en­
dure in the pillory of public criticism, the pelting of, 
and by, the refuse of hip City ; but since the days of 
Defoe, and even earlier, upon a certain Cross of Calvary, 
such deeds have been done, which after Ages would 
fain obliterate with their own penance of grief and 
tears.

The elaborate code of Rules which embodies the Laws 
of Communication between the two worlls, the form 
and manner, as well as the matter of, those physical and 
mental manifestations, which have been so plentifully 
proved, are in no sense, and no particular, the work of 
mortal minds. Tho Spiritual theory is the one pro­
pounded by the phenomena themselves, its methods 
were announced to the ignorant and the sceptical alike, 
its purposes and meaning disclosed in the earliest raps, 
which revealed tho pedlar’s murder, and it was in the 
poor cottage of an unknow'n village that to the wonder­
ing ears of children it proclaimed itself the forerunner 
of a new Dispensation, whose scope and speedy magni­
tude these few decades have amply vindicated. In its 
first employments its purpose was tersely signified; it re­
vealed a Crime, reproved Error, and disclosed the Truth, 
not in the Court, the Sanctuary, or City, but to the pure 
in heart, tho simple children of a villager, even a new 
Nazareth and from out a manger. It came to destroy, 
but also to fulfil;. to rend the myths of the Past, to 
build the Faith of the Future ; it spoke through Babes 
and sucklings, it confounded the learned ; it springs 
from the People, it strike at the Proud. Wonders at­
tend it, and Principles are based upon them ; there is 
intent and purpose even in its lightest parts. In table 
tipping, Raps, Direct Voice, and Writing, there is more 
than Miracles; there is Truth, and teaching, not only do 
these marvels unravel their own mysteries (in human 
fashion), but they bring us messages and recollections 
from the friends of long ago, speaking with their former 
knowledge, with present Love, and with prevision of a 
perfect Future.

Planchette Writing is one of the commonest methods 
of receiving these, and through its means very much 
that is valuable has been obtained. It was to this little 
instrument (which may be described as a pencil on 
wheels moving when two harmonious persons rest their 
hands upon it), that Allan Kardec was indebted for the 
highly pnilosophical and perspicuous lessons contained 
in his “ Spirit’s Book ” and its companion “ On Me­
diums,” works which have exercised a vast influence 
upon Continental Spiritualism.

Mechanical Writing differs from the preceding only 
in the fact that the pencil is held in the hand itself when 
it is moved without volition, to express the thoughts of 
the invisibles. To the person receiving this it is a very 
convincing proof and takes place with many while en­
gaged as far as the eyeB ana mind are concerned in 
other duties. Of the nature of the writings, &c., re­
ceived by these means we shall Bpeak hereafter.

Test Mediumship is to inquirers one of the most in­
teresting classes by whose méanB they obtain the wishes 
and rememberances of their friends, under various con­

ditions; as with Mr Foster, who reads the names written 
in the pellets of paper, aud gives individual utterances 
purporting to come from specified persons, formerly 
known to the recipient, a fact so abundantly established 
during his visit hero that reference to it is unnecessarv. 
He is the representative of a large division, of which Mr 
Mansfield is one of the most notable examples, ami his 
peculiar powers are set forth with such unquestionable 
authority in Dr. Wolfe’s “Startling facts in Modern 
Spiritualism," that the most incredulous must be over­
come, for, the author has had special opportunities of 
witnessing Mr Mansfield's receipt of letters, which with­
out opening it is his custom to answer, not from himself, 
but in uianv cases, giving an epistle from the spirit 
desired, which, unless it bear some marked evidence of 
the original from whom it is supposed to emanate, is 
considered as of no value, and yet in hundreds of cases 
those lectors have been conscientiously indentified by 
as many anxious relatives. Other specimens of this 
manner of proof, may be seen weekly in the “ Banner of 
Light," where through two mediums, Mrs. Danskin and 
Mrs Rudd, a host of the departed return, and giving 
their former names and addresses, utter their desires, 
which however strange or wild, are printed in its columns 
and the oldest and ablest journal of the Spiritual Philo­
sophy is continually apprised from various quarters of 
the Globe, that these are delightedly acknowledged by 
those familiar with the names, which are ofteu attested 
by remarkable instances of character and memory. 
Others have before large audiences described the ap­
pearances of the Spiritual friends and guardians of the 
strangers before them, thuB leading to results, astonish­
ing even to the accustomed and believing. Personal 
recognition is one of the strongest and most general 
evidences of Spiritism admitting of infinite variety and 
yet of Scientific accuracy.

Closely allied to Mechanical Writers are the Drawing 
and Painting Mediums who as in tho case of the boy 
Swan, in England, David Duguid, of Glasgow, the An­
derson's and many others in America, present the most 
extraordinary evidences of the exercise of elevated Art 
abilities, through instruments often utterly unschooled, 
and under various conditions of Time and Darkness, 
which add to their surprising qualities. But the chief 
inspirations in these division, are those which are re­
ceived impressionally, and unconsciously by the culti­
vated students whose names and works are often lighted 
by Fame and Genius, which is but little their own. 
Poets, Orators, Musicians, Artists, and Prophets, are 
noted for the strangeness of their characters and gifts,and 
have in all ages been understood to be the peculiar crea­
tures of Inspiration ; their sensitiveness, and delicacy, 
with all the train of sadnesses and errors that springs 
from creatures, who seem like Shelley, intended for an­
other and a brighter World, partially originate from 
Spiritual causes, but are of too varied an origin, and 
their manner too little understood, to permit recapitu- 
tion here.

The Impressional Writer is one who though slightly 
conscious of mechanical force, is yet chiefly indebted for 
bis instruction to a sensitive brain, which possessed by 
flowers not his own, is thrilled with thoughts, more or 
eSB definite, and more or less ably expressed. There is 

room for deception'and error here, the danger being only 
removed by time, practice, and the exercise of Reason, 
until the unseen force becomes so much the master, as 
to assert itself independently through the conscious 
mind. Under all forms of mental manifestations, the 
individuality of the source, and of the medium are dis­
tinctly traceable, partially blending each with the other. 
In proportion as these are diverse is the matter to be 
relied upon, always premising that, as far as possible, 
Spirit intelligences seek those of, at all events, a slight 
harmony of disposition, taste, or talent, with themselves, 
by whose means they may have their desires translated 
as correctly as possible.

Speaking Mediumship is the highest and most satis 
factory development of Spiritual Communion to whicl 
it is possible to attain, for by its means a speedy, accu 
rate, and most powerful channel is opened up, capable 
of endless diversity of valuable ubos, fascinating and 
commanding in method, and in the greatest degree in- 

<
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■tructivc, aud elevating in results. As with the Writing, it 
is divided into two parts, the Mechanical or Unconscious, 
and the Impressions! or Conscious, according to the 
medium's condition while receiving/the influence. Its 
method is easily understood, for in the magnetic state a 
mental operator can cause the subject to spoak his own 
thoughts, with the one difference that the idea is often 
by the natural bent 'of the mind slightly altered in its 
passage into speech, which is purely the medium's own. 
In Trance-speakiug, the spirit controlling places himself 
aa operator tn this relation, and sc acts. Many different 
languages hare been spoken (and written), through 
mediums unacquainted with any but their own, and in 
some cases only a rude and uncouth dialect of that, as 
is amply exhibited in .Judge Edmunds's Tracts, and re­
cently with the South Shields medium, wtio writes accu­
rate llreek and Latin, correcting errors in these tongues 
of which ho is entirely ignorant: while Mr. H. P. 
Barkas, F.G.S., has experimented with a lady, of very 
limited knowledge iu her norma! state, but who when in 
the trance displays an astonishing acquaintance with the 
most technical expressions, and principles, of the mecha­
nical and other sciences. In addition to the personal 
recognitions and intercourse which this form of medium­
ship oiler», it derives its chief lustre from the noble and 
profound philosophy of which it has been the vehicle and 
exponent. It is from this oracle that we hare obtained 
the eminently rational explanation of the physical and 
mental phenomena cf Spiritualism, the history of past 
ages, and of its triumphant advent in our own day. with 
criticisms upon all sciences, and their connection, in that 
sublime belief founded on Nature and Reason. which A. 
J. Davis and Emma Harditige Britten hare so eloquently 
expounded. The life of the first of these is overflowing 
with lessons, as grand as, and indeed the vital expres­
sion of, the great truths which he has so long and ably 
elucidated.

The Cobbler Bov. by Spiritual Culture alone, rose to 
his place among the first seers and prophets of any age 
and nation, while the regal nobility of his well-spent 
days crown and complete a character to which all may 
look up with love and admiration, reverence and devo­
tion. Spiritists are not hero-worshippers. they are 
not even lust in their acknowledgment of the worth of 
these whom they may well be proud to term their 
leaders, and are slow to perceive that in his person the 
world possesses a greater treasure than in all its costly 
armaments, its thrones, princes, and cathedrals, which 
should stand uncovered before the majesty of such a 
mighty soul.

Emma Harding? Britten is worthv to stand by his side 
as the representative ot a sex which in Spiritualism re­
ceives its rightful homage ; like him a foremost pioneer 
cf the New Truth ; like him gifted beyond the compre­
hension of all but the very few : and" like him, in life 
anl thought a pinnacle of light: a pillar of great strength 
in the Eternal Temple. Mrs Tappan, Mr Morse, and 
many other missionaries scatter broadcast the seeds of 
inspiration, and in their brilliant lectures do great ser­
vice in popularising the advanced views of the sages, 
who whisper across the unfathomable sea their electric 
messages of love and wisdom. The communications re­messages of love and wisdom. The communications re­
ceived at the circle of which J udge Edmunds and Dr. 
Dexter were members, are specimens of what may be 
obtained through mental mediumship, and those "who 
have enjoyed this most elevated form of spiritual exer­
cise kaow well that it contains treasures to which no 
other earthly education can lay claim, embracing within 
it» »cope all that is, or has been, in the material and spi­
ritual worlds. with all that it is possible for mortals to 
receive of the grand truths of existence. » In this brief 
review of the various phases, much has been left unsaid, 
becwwve it was impossible to give in any forr of publi- 
ratira the whole evidence of the infinite varieties of uu- 
wpewchaMe manifestations. and in this latter division 
stleaac*  as often observed where it would be useless to

array of fact at which we have sparsely glanced, in 
sketching the general features of Phenomenal and Ra­
tional Spiritism, is aurely sufficient to render the empty 
explanations of the learned Carpenter and his crew, of 
slight avail, for there is not one tingle division of thia 
many-sided subject which would not overthrow those 
barren subterfuges.

No amount of “ expectant attention” will rivet iron 
rings upon professors' arms; no possible pitch of 
“ trickery" can paint an unknown visitor's relations in 
his own camera, and in his own studio ;—“ unconscious 
cerebration” of the most marvellous capacities cannot 
foretell the future, or describe that of which at the time 
no living being could be aware; and all confederates 
and conjurors, though they reach from the Cape to Kams- 
chatka, will never perform the hundreth part of its 
phenomena, reveal the thousandth part of its truths, 
or gain the millionth part of that invisible strength 
which supported its votaries of old at altar and stake, 
and shields its sons of the present from hatred and 
slander. A New Faith is in the World, and the foul 
fear it; a new Force, not planetary, is drawing mind 
from the materialistic orbit, where foolish persons 
plaintively proclaim, that as there is new night 
there can be no sun. and that Darkness has swal­
lowed up the Day; a new Philosophy as grand as 
that which on Chaldea's Plains read the star's history as 
an opeu book, has twined the leaves again and knows 
the warning, and priests as on the Persian Hills await 
with worship the approaching dawn.

A SEANCB AT CASTLEMAINE.

Os Thursday, the ISth in»t., three friends and mvself 
took the train from Sandhurst to Castlemaine, and by 
previous appointment, were present in the evening at a 
private seance with the now celebrated medium, Mrs. 
P., who has but recently recovered from a dangerous 
illness. We found her, notwithstanding, in wonderful 
health and spirits, and received from her and Mr. P., a 
hearty welcome. As we had to return to Sandhurst by 
the last train, we lost no time in getting to work, it 
being then within a few minutes of 8 o’clock. Mrs. P. 
informed us that her guides had that morning, while 
she was engaged sewing a' rent in it, taken away her 
mosquito bag, she seeing somethinglike a dark figure pass 
before her at the time, and that she felt more or less under 
control all that day. We bolted the door of the room 
in which we sat, saw that there was nothing concealed 
about it. placed our hands on the table, and Mr. P. blew 
out the light. The control became very painful over 
the medium, who seemed to be of opinion that some 
antagonistic element was present. In this, it was 
proved after the seance, that she was right, one gentle­
man unconsciously acting as a repulsive force. How­
ever, in about half-an-hour, Mrs. P. was thrown on the 
floor, and, on lighting the candle, to our astonishment, 
we all saw her tied aud sealed by the spirits, inside her 
mosquito net bag, which had been hid from her all dav. 
The seal was examined, and found to be a very neatly 
formed star, and the knot of white tape, tied directly 
under it in an equally neat and secure manner. Of 
course this was an astonishing manifestation, the more 
so that Mr. and Mrs. P. both asserted that they had 
neither red wax nor a seal in the house. We carefully 
examined the bag. There was no seam at all at the 
bottom of it, and, on the side the stitching was all done 
from the outside. Our senses then told us that some 
one other than the medium must hare put her witbin 
the bag and re-sewn it up again, and as she was in 
a trance and very painfully convulsed, and the sitters 
still had their hands on the table, who could it have 
been ? Your readers must judge for themselves. Mr. 
P. sat at the opposite side of the table from his wife, and 
1 can swear that his left hand never left the side of 
mine all the time excepting for a moment to light the 
candle. Mv friend on his right, will swear the same 
respecting his other hand. There was only one other 
Castlemaine gentleman present, and he, holding aa he 
does a most respectable position in the town, would not 
knowinglv lend himself to a fraud. But be had no 
opportunity, as he too had his hands on the table all 

I
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the time, and. one of the Sandhurst gentlemen, a non­
spiritualist, sat next to him, and between him and the 
medium. The medium being now safoly inside her 
bag, more manifestations were naturally expected, and on 
the candle being blown out, we all heard some light 
things fall on the table. A match was struck, and there, 
before us, were five large lillies of the Nile, brought for 
us from Mr P.’s garden, as was afterwards ascertained. 
No other manifestations of note followed this one, and 
after bidding the spirits goodnight, and receiving fifteen 
loud raps in response, the circle improvised for the 
occasion, shortly afterwards adjourned. On our way 
back to Sandhurst, we quietly discussed the pro's and 
cons of the manifestions, and two of our party being 
non-spiritualists, were of opinion that there was no 
evidence of fraud, and, that, to them, the phenomena 
were inexplicable. To us who were spiritualists these 
beautiful manifestations wore but links in the great 
chain which is gradually uniting us with those who, 
having passed through the dark valley, come to visit us 
once more.

AMICUS. 
Sandhurst, 21st October, 1876. 

MR. TYERMAN ON THE LOSS OF THE DANDE- 
NONG, IN THE LIGHT OF SPIRITUALISM.

The following outline of a part of a lecture by Mr. 
Tyerman, appeared in tho “ Stockwhip,” of September 
23, and as it deals with the late calamity at sea from a 
Spiritualistic stand point, it will no doubt bo perused 
with interest by our readers :—

Mr. J. Tyerman delivered a second lecture in reply to the Bev. 
Dr. Barry, at the Victoria Theatre, Sydney, last Sunday evening» 
the subject being “ The Alternative- Christianity or What 7” 
There was a crowded audience. Before entering upon his reply, 
lie made some remarks on the loss of the Dandcnong, in the light 
of Spiritualism. Indeed, this occupied most of the evening, very 
little time being left for the reply, and a third lecture was 
announced, to criticise several statements of Dr. Barry's that 
could not be dealt with on that occasion. Mr. Tyerman said that 
the loss of the Dandcnong would be viewed in diffcicnt lights, and 
made to teach different lessons, according to the stand point from 
which it was looked at. Meteorologists would bn stimulated in 
their study of the laws of .storms, that due warning might be 
given to prevent vessels in harbour from leaving, and enable some 
of those at sea to get into shelter. Shipbuilders and engineers 
would reflect on the probable cause of the breakdown, with a view 
to prevent similiar mishaps. Others would have their interest 
strengthened in the best means of saving life, when such events 
did occur. Many of the clergy would seize the occasion to 
impress on their hearers the importance of being always prepared' 
for death. He would use it that evening to enable him once 
more to press the claims of Spiritualism on their attention. He 
would not deal with the general question of Spiritualism—with 
the evidences on which it rests. Thousands had, to their un­
speakable joy, proved its truth, notwithstanding the scoffs, 
prejudice, and opposition it had to encounter. The evidence in 
its favour was of the most ample and conclusive character. But 
he would confine himself to one particular feature of if—its 
power to yield rational support and consolation under such 
calamities as the one that hod just sent a thrill of horror through 
the community. Over forty human beings bad perished. The 
question could not fail to arise—Where are they 7 At least three 
different answers would be given. The materialist replied that 
they had absolutely ceased to be ns living, conscious, intelligent 
beings. Their bodies alone remained, a prey for fish or sport of 
the waves. Memory, reason, imagination, affection, all had been 
blotted out. Was that a satisfactory answer/ No I It was 
cheerless and repulsive. It would never satisfy the great heart of 
humanity. A few minds of peculiar construction might reconcile 
themselves to it, but the majority never could. It surely could 
not be that all that thought and loved and acted—all thut con­
stituted the personalities of those who had been drowned, had 
been swallowed up in thd raging, pitiless storm. There was 
something revolting to him in such an idea. The materialist

might say that was only a matter of sentiment ; but it was a 
sentiment that was deeply rooted in human nature generally, and 
must mean something ; it had nut been planted there to be 
mucked and crushed by the hvaitlesa theory of annihilation. 
Christian*  next answered the quertion, but they were uot unani­
mous in their views of the fate of the departed. The Protestants 
believe«I that those who were sincere followers of Christ hod gone 
to heaven, and as for the rest, of course there was nothing bul 
hell and everlasting misery for them ; while the Catholics held 
that the very good had gone to heaven and the very bad to hcllf 
but those within the extremes hml gone to purgatory, whence 
they would be liberated and raised to bliss sometime or other. 
He cuuhl not uccept cither view, though of thetwu the Catholic’s 
bad the largest clement of reason and humanity in it. The idea 
of a single one of those who had perished being sent to a region of 
endless punishment, was too horrible nnd blasphemous to be 
entertained for n moment, by any but soulless, sectarian bigots. 
The Spiritualists were the third class who answered the question— 
where arc they They belicvod that the lust ones were still 
living, the same beings they were on earth ; that spirits who had 
gone before were waiting to receive them, when the struggle with 
the wind and waves was over ; that they were taken tu such 
homes in the other wofld as they were mentally nnd morally fit 
for ; that those who were good would at once enter into a state 
of light nnd happiness ; that the very worst of them, instead of 
being consigned to eternal woo, would only have to endure such 
sufferings ns were the natural penalties of the laws they had 
violated, nnd were necessary fur the correction of their evil 
propensities, and the development of their better natures; and 
that, therefore, ail of them had entered a sphere where the I4w of 
progression was supreme, nnd mural purity and happiness the 
ultimate lot of each, lie hail no doubt that there were hundreds 
of brave spirits down there in the storm, nerving the doomed ones 
for theii fate, nnd giving them n kindly reception on the shores of 
another world, when freed from their drowned bodies. What 
nobler mission could good spirits have than to receive and minister 
to the victims of such terrible catastrophes 7 Surely that was 
much better than singing dreary psalms, or promenading golden 
streets, or admiring the wounds of Jesus, and telling him how 
much they love him, indifferent to the storms nnd trouble« of 
earth-life, lie submitted that the answer which Spiritualism 
gave to the question he had put, was vastly more reasonable nnd, 
consoling than those which materialism nnd Christianity gave. 
And this would be seen still more clearly if the subject was 
pressed a little more closely, lie affirmed that of the three 
system»«, Spiritualism was much the most satisfactory in such 
calamities, both to the victims und to surviving relatives and 
friends. Glance at the position of the victims first. The storm * 
raged, darkness enshrouded them, nnd grim death stared them in 
face. The materialist perhaps had left his wife and children on 
shore. Ho loved them dearly ; but according tu his creed, he 
would sec them no more in this or any other world. Those tender 
family tics which had been a source of so much happiness to him 
were about tu be rudely snapped, and in a few' moments be would 
be ns though he had never existed. Was that a comforting bej^f 7 
With those who assented to the truth of Christianity, the case was 
different. They believed they would pass through the storm to 
another state of conscious existence. But only those who had 
been all along trusting to the death of Christ, couldhave any thing 
jike a solid hope of a better life ; and even they could uut be 
quite sure, so narrow' had their creeds mode the gate of heaven, 
and so many dangers of falling from grace had they manufactured 
While those who admitted its truth, but had uot savingly 
embraced it, and lived according to its requirements, must be in a 
terrible frame of mind. Being tempest-tossed, and expecting 
every moment to be engulfed by the merciless, roaring billows 
they were most unfavourably circumstanced fur complying withi 
the conditions on which salvation was usually said to depend 
borne of them would be too much paralysed with fear to make 
any effort to save their souls; and the anguish caused by the 
thought of not again seeing those they loved, would be intensified 
by the idea of being banished by an angry God to the regions of a 
tormenting devil, to be punished for ever ; while those who might 
try the eleventh hour repentance and faith, could hardly help
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filing that their motive!« would likely be inspected—that their 
agonising concern for their soul’s welfare would be seen to arise 
more from the fear of hell and the devil, than from hatred of sin 
and to k’ve to God. Surely the system that produced states of 
mind like the**,  under such circumstances could not be deemed 
very «atWactory. How different with the Spiritualist. He would 
neither fear the dark, yawning gulf of annihilation, like the 
materialist on the one h^nd. nor an angry God and a devouring 
devil, like those just referred to. on the other. He would hare 
something better to rest upon than the faith and hope of wen 
the most faithful Christian. He would have the errfdri*  La.wWye 
that the «.vma could ouly claim his bcdy : that he himself would 
Kva be out of the storm, on the shores of a better world: that 
loving spirits wvuM meet ar.d welcome him. and conduct him to 
an appropriate home: and that he would I*  able to return to 
earth in spirit form, to assure the narrowing survives of his 
cvctxnaed existence, inform them of his actual state in his 
spiritual aKxle. and help them .to Srar their harden of trouble, 
axxl prepare to meet him again : and thus be would he enabled :o 
me?rt his fate with heroic cahunesw. Was net the «ystein that 
taught tbe^e news in every sense preferable to hxb material:«» 
and Chrtsrianity ' The superiority of Spiritualism to ocher 
systems, in the face cf lentb. either on me -and er tee sea. could 
net long be d.'cbetd by the general public Bac set only rooll 
it mp*ri  the me*:  rariottaZ and sub*nmtial  evr^ Lari.c to the 
dy~«g but tv the surv.vore also, as already al.egod. Apply the 
three syxtrcxs omre ». re, and let nnbeas*>l  reixva acain say which 
was kkeZy V yteld nrowt support and cvmf id. Materialism 
taaghi as they had seer.. that ‘N.X' who perished iz tie Iksnde- 
rceg. i«i ■ broc peered e<tt cf existcare. and knew no zrore .•£ 
aad cm- ednosscre fire, their Vved ami sect-. «-«riikez ssrvtvore 
tias a dewi Acg—* proc evcsclarx-c that ’ Chrisciazity taught 

most resonable, simply as a theory, apart from the present well 
authenticated facts upon which Spiritualism was professedly 
based 1 He believed that all who were free from sectarian 
prejudice, and capable of judging the matter, would say that, as a 
mere theory, Spiritualism was by far the most worthy and 
rational; and when they tested the theory in the light of present 
facts they would be constrained to admit that its truth was fully 
demonstrated. He would, therefore, in dismissing the subject, 
urge those present who still disbelieved in it, to lay aside their 
prejudice, indifference, or whatever else had kept them from it. 
and give its claims a fair and full investigation ; and he had but 
little doubt of their becoming fully convinced of its truth, and of 
the transcendent importance and grandeur of its principles.

. GOD IS LIGHT.

BY MBS. SERENA MILNER.

Light to be tangible must be solidified. Therefore how glorious 
is that being whose prime essence is enveloped in solid light 
brighter than the sun. yea than countless suns. " God is light, 
and in Him is no darkness at alb” From the beams of His 
radiance man shrinks abashed. Lifit ' Think of it
Conceive of a being so grand and glorious, if thought can reach 
sc far. Tangible indeed He is. but who can touch him ? Who 
sc bright so pure amongst all of the angelic hosts? Lays of 
right from the sum without an intervening space, would consume: 
ties think ci approaching the centre of all light But how wise 
ami beneccen: is God J The sun’s rays are diffused, and fall 
penny and sweetly upc-n the seusorium. opening the vision to the 
ovtrarchitg heavens and all of Nature's wondrous works; so 
tn spirit life, light dees not scorch and burm but exhilarates, and 
derates both mind and body to a degree little dreamed ci on 
earth. Each person in spirit life throws oct light from his own 
bemg in proportion as he has absorbe! the life principle of God. 
thus making a too near approach by low and undeveloped forms 
an tmpoasibuity. The life essence of God is their armour and their 
shield: and those on earth who are surrounded by such guardian 
spirits are protected from all evils by the light which they throw 
oat around them, and become impervious to the darts of evil in 
pr.pvrtioc as they absorb this light and throw it cut themselves. 
And this is the cause of the rep-ulsiec ci the evil by the good. 
Pure spirits act upoc the evil as does the scccching rays :f the 
sen up c man. and the enl naturally shrink« from. them and avoid 
their light. Heaven is bathed in the light, and those wh s have 
absorbed it into their beings naturally irradiate it. so that every 
one is known by the light which surrounds ris body whether his 
works be goed or evil. and those who have most cf it are attracted 
to each ether, and also nearer to God. Therefore, the lower the 
plane of spirit life, the darker it is: and as right produces its 
reuse»; net:: changes in vegetatxa. etc., so in sgcrit rife. as we 
advance higher, we see a rerresevodizg change m the face of 
nature mu’, the grandeur and rxhaess are beyond the ecoeegcioc 
of the lower orders of beings.

How beaatifa! are all of the works of God. and hew good is car 
Father. wh.\ in every round of progressed shews car higher to 
tempt cur gaae. and animares cur keg-zg hearts to smggie up 
into the higher and more beautifal regions of light and Irire, 
wre tangible as we approach the Son and reuse of aL right.

Going freer cae sphere of light to a hither as rile esserrir^ 
troca the dm right of a prise« e«Q iaac the ciad light cf a bright 
spring xssraing. eahiiazattzg every fibre' of ear being.

Nceh ng in nature can grow to perfect!ou wtsheox right, ami no 
mere can we grow ro perfhet manhred wáhw sp faial 'right. 
Ugh: and kwe are the ht«MiM s-yheos of Guvi. Where right 
enters. \ ve wUl arise and they dwvil sa^v W bams ami cheer 
the »hxitaaX. /

Light will oooac to all who ewroastly keg fire W. ami .f«x the 
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After Mr. Tyerman left Brisbane, the clergy of that 
city, waxed bold and lectured vigorously against his 
teachings ; the BevB. Gilbertson and Mahalm being the 
most prominent. Mr. Gavin Pettigrew took up the 
.cudgel on behalf of Mr. Tyerman, and gave a very 
exhaustive and critical lecture under the auspices of the 
Brisbane Freethought Association, in. the Town Hall 
there. The lecture is published as an advertisement, in 
the “ Brisbane Courier,’’ of September 23rd, and 
occupies three columns and a half of that paper.

A-cTvertlsenaent».

STANDARD ENGLISH WORKS ON SALE 
BY W. H. TERRY.

Atheism or Theism. A Debate between “ Iconoclast ” and W. H. 
Gillespie, of Torbanehill, 8/.

Argument. A Priori, for the Being and Existence of a God 
Gillespie, 6/.

A Lyric of the Golden Age, by T. L. Harris (English reprint), 4/. 
Second hand copies, 2/6.

Apostles, by Ernest Renan, 8/.
Animal Magnetism and Spiritualism (their philosophy), by Dr. 

Ashburner, 14/6.

An Exposition of Spiritualism, 6/.
Creed of Christendom, by W. R. Greg, New edition, 2 vols., 15/. 
Career of Religious Ideas, their ultimate ; the Religion of Science 

(English reprint) 3/.

Characterestics of the present Age, by J. G. Fichte, 6/6.
Crcdibilia, or Discourses on Questions of Christian Faith, Crau- 

brook, 4/.

Coffin's Botanical Guide to Health, 6/6.
Communications from Another World (reprint of Planchette) 2/. 
Catholic Union, F. W. Newman, 3/.
Chapters on Man, with an outline of a Science of Comparative 

Psychology, E. T. Wake, 6/.

Erehwon, N. 4/.
Devil’s Chain, by Author of Ginx’s Baby, 5/.
Divinum Humanum, Spiritual Revcalings, 3/6.
Dick’s Philosophy of a Future State, 2/6. '
Debatable Land, between this World and the next, by Robert D. 

Owen, 7/6 ; three copies for 20/.

Christian Theology and Modern Skepticism, by the Duke of 
Somerset, 5/.

English Life of Jesus, by Thomas Scott, 5/.
Essays, Scientific, Political, and Speculative, by Herbert Spencer, 

2 vols., 17/6.

Essays, Literary, Moral, and Social, David Hume, 5/6.
Footfalls on the Boundary of Another World, R. D. Owen, 8/.

Humboldt’s Cosmo’s, 2 vols., 8/.
Founders of Christianity, or Discourses on the Origin of the 

Christian Religion, Cranbrook, 6/.

Hints for the Evidences of Spiritualism, by M. P., 3/.
Gospel of the World’s Divine Order, D. Campbell, 5/.
Hours of Work and Play, F. P. Cobbe, 5/6.
History of the Hebrew Monarchy, by F. W. Newman, 8/6. 
Higher Law, Edward Maitland, 8/.
Illness, its cause and cure, I /3.
Incentives to a Higher Life, Coupland, 3/.
Social Fetters, Mrs. E. James, 3/6.
Philosophy of Laughter and Smiling, illustrated, G. Vasey, 6/.
Supermundane Facts, in the life of the Rev. J. B. Ferguson, A.M., 

L.L.D., 5/6. (Soiled copy, 4/.)

The Unseen Universe, or Physical Speculations on a Future State, 
by B. Stewart and P. G. Tait, 7/6.

Imaginism and Rationalism, an explanation of the Origin and 
Progress of Christianity, Vickers (soile<D, 5/.

Illustrations of the First Part of Genesis, Van Bohlen, 2 vols.. 6/. 
tlewisli Literature and Modern Education, or the Use and Misuse

of the Bible in the Schoolroom, by Edward Miatland, 3/

Jesus. Myth, Man, or God, J. M. Peebles, 3/.
History of Joshua Davidson, Christian and Communist, 6th 

edition, 5/.

Life Lectures, by E. N. Dennys, 5/.
Life Incidents and Poetic Pictures, Powell, 3/6.
Life of Jesfis, E. Renan, 3/. _
Lux c Tencbri, or the Testimony of Consciousness, 10/6.
Memorial Edition of the Letters and Tracts of Judge Edmonds, 4/, 
Life and Writings of Theodore Parker, by John Weiss, Library.

edition, 2 vols. with portrait and bast, 30/.

Miracles and Modern Spiritism, by Alfred R. Wallace,' F.R.8., 5/.
Nature's Secrets, an English reprint of the Soul of things 

Denton, 4/.

Nabatluen, Agriculture, &c., Renan, 4/.
Nature of the Scholar, and its-Manifestations, Fichte, 3/6.
The Necessary Existence of a God, by W. H. Gillespie, 4/6.
Natal Sermons, Colcnso, 10/6.
Reign of Law, by the Duke of Argyle, 3/.
Robert Owen, A. J. Booth, M.A., 5/.
Religion of Geology, Hitchcock, 2/6. '
The Sling and Stone, by Rev. C. Voysey, vol 1, 6/., vols. 2 and 3, 

7/6 each.

The Speculations on Metaphysics, Polity and Morality of the Old 
Philosopher. Lan-Tsze, translated by John Chalmers, A.M., 4/6.

Strauss and Renan, by Zeller, 2/6.
Studies, New and Old of Ethical aud Social subjects, by Francis 

Power Cobbe (soiled), 7/6.

The Science of Rights, Fichte, 10/.
Sons of God, the Known and the Unknown, Dean Halford, 4/. 
Study of Sociology, 8pencer, 5/6. ,
Theologico, Political, Treatise, Snow, 4/.
The Providence of God Manifested in Natural Law, Dun- 

canson, 0/6.

Voice from the Ganges. A solution of the True Scource of 
Christianity, by an Indian Officer, 5/6.

Voltaire's Philosophical Dictionary, 2 vols, 10/6.
Man’s Origin and Destiny, Leslie (soiled), 5/
Rocks Ahead, or the Warnings of Cassandra, W. R. Greg, 8/6.

The Spirit’s Book, by Allan Kardec, with portrait, 7/6.

Ideal Attained, or the Story of Two Steadfast Lives, and how 
they won happiness and lost it not, 6/.

History of European Moral, 2 voIb., Lecky, 27/6.
Bcsant's French Revolution, 3/.
Buckland's Handbook of Mesmerism, 1/3.

JUST ARRIVED, EX “THOMAS STEVENS,"

Spiritual Harp and Lyre, combined, 3/.
Legends of The Old Testament, 6/.
Orations through the Mediumship of Cora L.V. Tappan, 8/6.
What Am I ? E. Cox, vol. 1, new edition, 11/6.
The Other World, or Glimpses of the Supernatural, Rev. F, G." 

Lee, D.C.L., 2 vols., 15/. . .

Experiences of Spiritualism, by Catherine Berry, 4/.
Anacalypsis, by Godfrey Higgins, parts 1,2, and 3, 3/ each.

W. H. TERRY,

Spiritual and Reform Book Depot, 84 Russell Street,

THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT, September, 1870 
to August, 1872, in 1 Vol. Cloth, pnee IQs. 1872 

to 1874,12s. 1874 to 1876,12s. Or the three volumes 
complete to date, 36s. W. H. TERRY.
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STEWART & CO., Photographers,
217 BOURKE STREET EAST, MELBOURNE.

Greatly SlaxlELz-gecS.. Four _ Btu<H.oa
Country Agents

Catllemaine—H. Bamford, Bull Street.
Sandhurst—Mr. J. Williams, 30 Benson's Arcade.
Btawell— V J
Taradale—Mr. C. Warren.
Sydney—Mr. P. E. Reynolds, 420 George Street.
Adelaide—Georgo Robertson.
Bamawartha—V. G. Eggleston.
Tasmania (Wett Coast)—W. B. Button, Leven.

Agents wanted for all parts of the Colony.

* THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.’* 
THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND 

FREE THOUGHT
Subscription, Town, 5/- per annum; Country, 5/6 

Neighbouring Colonies and Great Britain, 6/- 
Subscriptions date from September to August.

J. TYERMAN’S WORKS.
Guide to Spiritualism, 3/.
Spiritualism Vindicated, 1/-
Is there a Devil ? 6d.
Hymn Book, 6d. Creeds and Dogmas, 3d.
Self-Contradiction of the Bible : An abstract of two 

lectures delivered at Sydney. 3d.
On safe by W. II. Terry.

BOTANIC MEDICINES.
All kinds of Botanic Medicines, Keith's Organic 

Preparations, Roots, Barks, Herbs, Tinctures, Fluid 
Extracts and Saturates, English and American, Im­
ported and on sale by W. H. Terry, 84 Russell Street.

Medicines sent to any part of the Colony by post or 
otherwise, on receipt of remittance.

P II O T Q - A R. T.

BATCHELDER AND CO.,
PHOTOGRAPHERS AND ARTISTS,

(Established 1854),
Execute commissions in all styles of Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms. Specimens at address,

■*  1 O O X. X. X MB a 1*  X*.  E H T E A. B T ■

Priae 
Medal.

Sydney 
Exhibition 

1873.
8UCCES3 THE INDEX OF MERIT.

PALMAM QÜI MERUIT FEBAT.

john rosier. 
PRKMIKR BOOT MAKER, 

By Special appointment to Hit Excellency Sir G. F. Bowen,O.CJI.O 
46 8WAN8T0N STREET, MELBOURNE.

Same side as, and short distance from the Town Hall.

BY ELECTRIC 
TELEGRAPH, 

The West End of 
London in Mel­
bourne. [Telegram] 
Sydney, May 2,1873. 
To Mr. John Rosier 

Boot Maker, 
4g Bwanitonat, Melbourne 

Judges award Medal to 
you, saying M Highly Ar*  
tiatic and Beautifully 
Made. Equal to Any­
thing of the kind from the 
Wert Bad of London.” 

BxhlHUon Buildings, 
J. O. KNIGHT,

OBBBRVE: 46 8WAN8TQN STREET, between Garton's and 
Rainbow Hotels.

NBAS TOWN HALL, SAME BIDE.

ROBERT KINGSTON,
MAKER BY

BANO8TEB8,

LOB DOM),

(r*0M

ArrOlKTMXXT

TO BXB MAJESTY,

Ombrella leaker,
2STo. ¡36 ROYAL TV/FÒCTA/DIE,

08 Xllffin Carlton.
Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered with -Bilk, Satin Cloth. 

ZaniUa, and Alpaca.

MI88 ARMSTRONG,
Clairvoyante for Diagnosing Diseuse,

80 RUSSELL 8TREET, NEXT DETECTIVE 
OFFICE.

MELBOURNE SPIRITUALIST AND FREE- 
THOUGHT ASSOCIATION.

The above Association meets at the Masonic Hall, 
Lonsdale Street, every Sunday evening, for the presen­
tation and discussion of all subjects pertaining to the 
spiritual, intellectual, and social advancement of man­
kind.

Conditions of Membership :—Enrolment and tho pay­
ment of a quarterly subscription, the amount of which is 
fixed by the enrolling member.

Service commences at 7 p.m. J. B. Dbew, See.
80 Coventry 8t., Emerald Hill.

SINGER’S SEWING MACHINES-
The highest premium in the gift of the public hu again been awarded tn 
THE SINGER SEWING MACHINE COMPANY 

Manufacturers' Official Returns of Sales for 1873.
These Returns show the sales of the 8INOER to have reached 

the enormous sum of 232,444 MACHINES, as against the decreased 
sum of 119,190 Wheeler and Wilson Machines, leaving a Balance 
of 113,254 Machines in favor of the 8inobb.

Tho Melbourne Journal of Commerce shows the Victorian 
imports of the SINGER for 1873, to be 2471 CASES, VALUE 
£11,226 in excess of the imports of the W. and W. Machines.

The public estimate of the Value of the 8INGER for obtaining 
a livelihood was demonstrated by the late Chicago Hre SyffeterA 
The Machines were the free gift of the committee, and each appli 
cant allowed to select the machine she preferred.

Note the Result : Of those ordered, the SINGER COMPANY 
SUPPLIED 2427 ; Wheeler and Wilson. 236 ; Howe, 127 ; Grover 
and Baker, 44 ; Wilcox and Gibbs, 20.—“ New York Dispatch."

STANFORD A CO., Comer Bourkc and Russell Streets, 
Colonial Agents for the Singer Company.

AN Assortment of 100 Tracts and Pamphlets, on 
Spiritualism and Freethought subjects, sent to 

any part of Victoria for 5/.

BRO YER’S
ECLECTIC BOTANIC MEDICINES.

Herbs, Roots, Barks, Fluid Extracts, and all Eclectic 
and Botanic preparations. Freeh supplies continually 
arriving.

Eclectic Botanic Dispensary.
64 LYGON 8TREET, CARLTON, 

Melbourne.
LARGE ROOM for the use of CIRCLES. 
Terms, 6/- per evening. 84 Russell-street.


