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The somewhat unexpected advent of the celebrated 
“ Davenport Brothors” created some excitement amongst 
persons interested in the physical manifestations of 
Spiritualism, and since their preliminary seance, at 
Hockin’s rooms, has been a very general topic of con­
versation in Melbourne, though the reports of the local 
press, published the following day, give but an imper­
fect idea of what actually occurred on the occasion. A 
more complete account of which appears in another 
column of this paper.

It will not be out of place at this juncture to give a 
brief outline of their history and career, which is but 
jittle known to tho Australian public. Ira E. Davenport, 
the eldest brother was born in New York State, in the 
year 1839 and William H. Davenport in the same State 
about 15 months after. Their mother, who was of an 
old English family, was mediumistic or gifted with an 
extreme sensitiveness of impression, by which she knew 
when anyone dear to her passed away, however great 
the distance which separated them might be’. Both her 
and Mr. Davenport, Senr., were ignorant of Spiritualism 
until the year 1855, when a friend introduced the subject 
and though Mr. D. was inclined to ridicule it, he ac­
cepted the suggestion of his little daughter to “ clear 
away the tea-things and try the table.” This first seance 
was a memorable one and lasted twelve hours, during 
which time the mediumistic powers of tho family, both 
for writing and physical manifestations, were made 
apparent. In a few days further developments took 
place and the three children were levitated and carried 
about the room, in the presence of a number of witnesses. 
A collossal spirit, calling himself “ Richards,” announced 
himself as their guardian and manifested himself in a 
very unmistakeable manner. In the presence of Dr. 
Blanchard and other witnesses an immense arm was 

seen to appear out of space and seizing Ira by the heels, 
hold him suspended in the air, subsequently William and 
Elizabeth were lifted in the same way. Incidentally to 
their mediumship they gave some information about two 
criminals, which excited the ire of a band of ruffians, 
who, under the leadership of one Townsend, made an 
attack upon their house; several friends who were hold­
ing circles were apprised, by the Spirits, of the danger 
that menaced the Davenports, and hastening to their 
house, warded oil’ the attack. Their mediumship was 
investigated by Professors Mapes, Loomis, and S. B. 
Brittain, at different times, and all of these were con­
vinced of its genuineness. In 1859 they refused, on 
principle, to pay a fine imposed for performing as con­
jurors without a licence, aud went to the Oswego jail in 
default. Whilst confined hero with their agent, L. P. 
Rand, the prison-doors were opened by their invisible 
friends and Rand was told to go whilst the others stayed. 
He did so, aud made a statutory declaration, before a 
magistrate, of the manner of his liberation. In 1861 
they visited England and submitted to most crucial tests, 
under a Committee of 26, including several scientific 
men and of which Dion Boucicault, tho eminent play­
wright, was the secretary. After this they made a most 
successful provincial tour in Yorkshire and Lancashire 
but at Liverpool two bigoted fanatics, named Hulley and 
Cummins, the nominees of an organization, submitted 
them to such painful torture in tying, that they re­
fused to endure it. A scene of confusion and tumult 
occurred, the money was returned to the audience and 
no seance was given. This gave an opportunity for the 
circulation of the report that the Brothers had been 
found out, and were unable to perform their part, and 
encouraged the bigoted anti-spiritualists headed by 
Hulley and Cummins, to follow up their advantage- 
They accordingly presented themselves at the next 
public seance and insisted upon acting as a Committee, 
and the Brothers, acting under the advice of a gentle­
man who said he would see they were not injured, sub­
mitted to the demand. This was all the opposition 
desired, they put on the torture till it was unbearable 
and the Davenports insisted upon the cords being cut, 
they held up their lacerated wrists as a proof of the 
violence done, and elicited cries of shame fron) some of 
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the assemblage ; but the mob organized to break up the 
exhibition, rushed the platform, and were only prevented 
from violence by the timely arrival of the police. But 
Hulley and Co., were not to be done ; in a letter to the 
Liverpool Mercury, Mr. Hulley admitted his bitter ani­
mosity to the Davenports, and subsequently following 
them to Leeds and Huddersfield, succeeded on two oc­
casions in getting a mob to destroy the cabinet, &c. 
From these outrages arose the oft repeated scandal, that 
the Davenports had been exposed, and obliged to run 
from the scene of their exposure. After this, however, 
they held a very successful series of seances at the 
Hanover Square Rooms, London. Visiting France they 
appeared before the Emperor, at St, Cloud, giving great 
satisfaction, they subsequently travelled in Russia, 
appearing before the Emperor, thence through Prussia, 
Norway, Denmark and other European nations, return­
ing to America, via England. They have recently made 
a most successful tour in the East, accompanied by Mr. 
Fay, and there is little doubt but that, their visit to this 
Colony will be a success. At the time of the riotous 
proceedings at Leeds, etc., it was thought best to disarm 
bigoted religionists by simply presenting the phenomena, 
without asserting it to be produced by Spirits, leaving 
the audience to account for it as they liked, this course 
has since been adopted and has saved the Brothers from 
the violent opposition formerly excited against them in 
Borne quarters, but it will bo readily seen by any candid 
observer that no theory, but the spiritual, can account 
for tho truly marvellous manifestations produced in 
their presence.

COMMUNICATION FROM T. C. TERRY.

Mb. T. C. Tebby has not been idle since lie entered 
the Spirit World, but has manifested himself iu many 
quarters, communicating to Iub friends and relatives a 
knowledge of hie happy condition, and continued in­
terest iu their welfare and progress. At a private circle 
at Richmond he spoke through a medium who had been 
a stranger to him whilst in the body, and addressing a 
gentleman present, reminded him of the last conversa­
tion he had had with him before passing away. At another 
circle, in Melbourne, at which wo were present, it was 
remarked at the close of tho usual meeting that there 
was a new influence, when it waB written

“ I only wish Dear friends to say I an> happily located here, 
surrounded by my dear ones, but alwnys interested in, and caring 
for, those left behind.

I unfalteringly uphold those Becking for the higher light, anil 
pity those morally dead."

T. C. TERRY.

At a Castlemaine circle, (Mr Bamford being the 
medium), he wrote as follows :—

" My vision is open, and the beauties of the spheres arc open 
to my gaze. My Children, happiness itself is my portion. The 
time is but a drcam, my sleep was but of short duration and 
the loved ones awaiting my awakening were numerous—so 
many of my acquaintance who had faded from my earthly 
memory; more than all my expectations and anticipations have 
been realized. Oh I what a happy change. Yet my children this 
cannot be without the trials and cliasteuings of your earth life. 
May you always live that you may come here with few regrets 
and no fear. My transition was a few minutes, so it appeared 
to me, though it may have been more, before I realised my change 
and the company 60 numerous and yet so loving and bright, to 
hail my appearance amongst them. My parting from my body 
was so expected by me that, that surprise was prepared for, but 
the numerous loving friends awaiting me was not. The chnin or 
binding link of Love and sympathy is never broken, but remains 
alwayB and forever. Let the parting be for long or short the dis­
tance great or small it remains the same. My flight iron) you 
would have been sooner they informed me, but my strong material 
binding to the mortal body deferred the severance of it, "and the 
spiritual. My experiences and my true and holy work have be­
gun, my soul rejoices and gives its most hearty and whole thanks 
to the Creator of all life and action, for bis goodness to me, may 
his love for ever shine upon you. My Children, and my friends, 
may you all be in harmony and peace, and good spirits will attend 
and watch over you, good night.

May the peace of God’s Love be ever your lot,
T. C. TERRY.

6th August, 1876.
He has joined the’noble army of workers on the other 

aide, and as he acquires knowledge will no doubt impart 
it to the world.

SEo ^oq^spondenfs.
Communications for insertion in this Journal should be 

plainly written, and as concise as possible.

SPIRITISM AT BARNAWARTHA.

To the Editor of tiie Habbinoeb of Light.
Dear Sib,—From the members of the Barnawartha 
circle having been in other parts of the colony no meet­
ings have been held since last Christmas until Sunday, 
23rd July last, when all tho old members once more met 
and determined to see how we were remembered by our 
spirit friends, and .just to take what we might get. Wo 
met at the usual time and place, with closed doors, and 
were warmly welcomed by the invisibles having many 
kind and some jocular messages. Just before entrancing 
the medium, first one and immediately after two stones 
were thrown on the table. We were quite satisfied that 
they were brought in by spirit agency, but determined 
on more meetings to be held under good tost conditions. 
We accordingly met the following Sunday evening, but 
without any resultas regards the problem of Matter being 
brought into a closed room by the Spirits. We, how­
ever received orders from our invisible friends to meet 
on the following Sunday, in a brick cottage, in which 
place wo held a circle on Sunday, August Gth. When 
assembled we carefully closed and fastened the doors 
and windows and examined the room. We then formed
circle and in a few minutes the table rapped out lights out, 
then a jocular message was given, and something fell 
crack on to the table. As Chairman I immediately gave 
the order “ keep the circle," then “ are all linked.” An­
swer—Yes. Have any broken the chain. Answer— 
No. Now see what it is ? A tin panuikin and nearly 
half a bar of soap. We subsequently discovered that 
the former was brought from a house twenty yards dis­
tant and had been in use after we were in the circle­
room. The lady medium was fhen entranced, and our 
friends, through her, rated us soundly for our want of 
trust in them ; this with a large quantity of Spirit lights, 
and every member of the circle being many times touched 
by Spirit hands, and what appeared to be a large pocket 
handkerchief, or antimacassar concluded the meeting. 
We then in the presence of each other declared on our 
honour, and beiore God, that we had consciously no 
hand or part in bringing the soap or pannikin into the 
room. Thursday, 10th August, we again met in the 
same room the peculiarity of this meeting was that as 
before we usually got communications by the table tilt­
ing, and sometimes by very gentle raps on the table, the 
same being a dull thud, apparently in the wood, we now 
had in addition hard raps on the table, like striking it 
pretty hard with a small hammer. I searched the room 
thoroughly, locked both doors, and examined the win­
dows, which were immovable. Having removed all anti­
macassars, &c., wo then formed circle, read the usual 
prayer, and Bang the opening hymn. The Spirits ordered 
lights out, and immediately spirit lights were floating 
about the room, and several messages were rapped out, 
we then heard something floating about over our heads 
gently tapping together, this lasted two or three minutes 
then they fell, one on the table and one on one of the 
sitters. The Spirits then rapped out lights up. We did 
so and found two photographs with frames and glass; 
we recognised them as having been brought from a 
house distant three hundred and eighty yards. As usual 
we made declarations of incomplicity, and proceeded 
with the meeting. Spirit lights in abundance, and every 
person was touched many timeB with some light cloth 
with fringe on, and on my remarking that none of the 
touches to-night were with the naked hand, a hand was 
laid on my head, and taking time to carefully select 
three or four hairs pulled them out; all the sitters were 
touched by spirit nands, and good night rapped out.

Sunday, August 13th. The former members and one 
gentleman from Yackandandah. I again searched the 
room, and locked the doors, I may here say the room is 
plastered on brick walls and the ceiling pine boards var­
nished. Opened the meeting as usual, the spirits called 
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our visitor into the circle, and a few spirit lights were 
seen, and the lady medium went into a trance, when 
something fell on the floor ; then a second ; and then a 
third. They proved to be two tablekniveB and a bottle 
of Chlorodyno. The medium while in trance gave some 
messages, and was impressed to sing “ Beautiful Star," 
and the " Evening Hymn." The Materializing medium 
was very weary, being off a journey, and the lights and 
the touches were proportionaly feeble. The spirits 
rapped out ten minutes recess. On our reforming they 
gave fourteen raps. I asked what it meant. They an­
swered we had taken fourteen minutes. Then after the 
usual lights, touches, &c., they rapped out stand up, we 
all stood up, and pushed the chairs back, after a few 
minutes silence we heard a commotion amongst the chains, 
then ono of them was lifted over our heads and laid on 
the table. It moved about a little, whon a part of it 
was again lifted over our heads and thrown on the floor 
near the door, the legs had been drawn out of the seat, 
the former being on the floor and the seat and back on 
the table, no part of the chair being broken. No per­
son touched the chair from the time it was removed back 
from the table until it was deposited as 1 have described. 
A fair case of movement without contact.

Yours truly,
H. G. E. 

Barnawartha, August 15th, 1876.
We have received a letter from Dr. Mueller (the 

visitor referred to at the seance), giving a very detailed 
account of it, from which we extract the following:—

** Whilst in this position, and nil our hands touching each other 
and the tabic, we heard a chair which, when we rose, had been 
Idnecd against the wall <>t the room, steadily moving towards us ; 

felt it knocking my legs, but the next instant it was raised up 
along my back, and giving a gentle tnt> to my head in passing 
altovc it, it was deposited on the table. Here we heard it wriggle 
about for a few minutes ami then fall to pieces. I askctl permis­
sion to feel whether thia impression was correct, and ascertained 
that the legs had been pulled out of the seat. The pieces were then 
moved about on the table for some time, apparently with the 
object of putting them together ngnin. I felt to ascertain whether 
such was the case, but had no sooner replaced my hand on the 
table, when three sharp raps over the knuckles of the same hand, 
administered with the scat of the broken chair, a thick piece of 
wood, reproved me for my curiosity. After this the legs and seat 
were raised again over the heads of the circle and throwu on the 
floor."

DREAMS.

To the Editor of the Habbixoeb of Lioiit.
Sib,— In the Spectator of 5lh inst., I observe what was 
called an interesting dream, related by the Rev. John
G. Millard, who it is Baid dreamt that he was conducting 
a religious service at Wesley Church, on which occasion 
be composed at the moment a hymn of praise to Christ, 
and which he thought might be of some psychological 
and religious interest to many of the readers of that 
journal.

In the 1st and 2nd verses of the 34th chapter of 
Ecclesiastics, we read, " The hopes of a man void of 
understanding are vain and false, and dreams lift up 
fools. Whoso regardetb dreams is like him that 
catclieth at a shadow, and followeth after the wind.”

These verses are, I should think, not unknown to tho 
rev. gentleman in question, and I will here add the 
Rev. Matthew Henry’s Reflections on the passage, 
taken from his Family Devotional Bible. “ As dreams 
are no more than the sportings of fancy and vagnries of 
the imagination, when the senses are at rest. He who 
pretends to prognosticate either good or ill from them, 
puts his confidence in that which hath nothing to sup­
port it.”

Yet it is related in the Gospel according to Matthew 
first chapter, 20th verse, that “ the Angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou 
Bon of David fear not to take unto thee Mary to wife : 
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.”

Now I submit that this is a very dubious tale, resting 
solely on the dream of an obscure artizan. Why did 
not the Angel appear to Joseph in broad day light, and 
before credible witnesses ? How did Joseph know that 
it was an Angel, for it seems he only dreamt it!

Thia story of the Angel announcing what the church 
calls the immaculate conception, is not so much as 

mentioned in the books ascribed to Mark and John ; 
and it is differently related in Matthew and Luke. The 
former says the Angel appeared to Joseph, tho latter 
says it was to Mary ; but where is the evideuce ? and 
echo answers where ?

Tho Jews have been dreamers from the time of 
Joseph tho son of Jacob, to Joseph the father of Jesus ; 
and we appear to have dreamers amongst ministers of 
religion up to the present day.

We bear nothing of Angels visits now a days, man 
has become so cautious in his belief, and so sceptical in 
his doubts, that ho looks with distrust on every thing 
that is not amenable to hiB reason, or tangible to his 
senses ; and yet strange to say, the foundation of the 
Christian religion rests on a dream, on the dream of an 
obscure artizan,—" on the baseless fabric of a vision !"

And is it on such testimony, that tho most enlightened 
people in the world havo hitherto submitted to receive 
it, and been satisfied ? Would such testimony be 
listened to, for one moment, in any Court of Justice ; or 
can we suppose that Almighty Wisdom would in this 
obscure and doubtful mauuer manifest himself to the 
world 1

During the disturbances in Jamaica, when the case 
of Mr. Avery, tho missionary, supposed to be implicated, 
was brought before a jury, a Methodist Minister made 
his way into Court, nud said, “ he came to bear testimony 
to the innocence of brother Avery." Well sir, said the 
Judge, “ What can you testify.’ I have had a vision 
Sir ; two Augels appeared to me in a dream, to bear 
witness to the innocence of brother Avery." “Then 
let them bo summoned,” was tho rejoinder.—This is tho 
only legitmate wav of treating all cases of dreams, and 
visions, and Angelic witnosscs, let them be summoned !

Luke reports some conversations that occurred 
between Zacharias and an angel, and also between Mary 
and an angel, when bo came to announco " her own 
conception to herself.’’ The angel promised Mary, 
“ God shall give unto Jesus tho throne of bis father 
David: and he shall leign over the house of Jacob for 
ever ; and of his Kingdom there shall be no end," (Luke
i. 32, 33.)

Now this promise never has been fulfilled; Jesus 
never sat on the throne of David, never reigned over 
the house of Jacob, nor did he ever restore the Kingdom 
to Israel. On tho contrary, tho Israelites look on him 
as an imposter, despise his followers, and denounce his 
religion ; and the country itself is in the hands of the 
followers of Mahomed !

Ono great object with tho advocates of Jesus’ miracu­
lous conception, and of his being begotten by the Holy 
Ghost, was'to prove his impeccability, or being without 
sin. But the reader will perceive that this object is not 
even gained ; for Jesus wa» still tho offspring of a 
sinful mother, and therefore subject to all the frailties 
and penalties of a daughter of Eve.

This history of the conception is entirely omitted not 
only by Mark, but also by John, the reputed author of 
the 4th Gospel, and an alleged intimato with the mother 
ot Jesus ; and yet the gospel of John contains not one 
word of this unnatural story.

But (says Strauss) a most important consideration 
hero is, that no retiospective allusion, to the superna­
tural mode of conception of Jesus, occurs throughout 
the four Gospels, neither in Matthew, Mark, Luke, nor 
John. Not only does Mary herself designate Joseph 
simply as the "fatherof Jesus,” (Luke ii.48), but all 
his contemporaries in general regarded him as the son 
of Joseph ; a fact, not unfrequently alluded to contemp­
tuously and by way of reproach in his presence, and 
which he never once attempted to contradict (see 
Matthew xii., 55 ; Luke iv., 22 ; John vi., 42). His 
own disciples also, in the 4th Gospel, written a century 
after the event, still regarded him as the actual son of 
Joseph, (John i., 45.)

Matthew relates, that after the departure of the wise 
men, Joseph is admonished by an angel .“ in a dream,” 
to flee with the child into Egypt.” When he arose he 
took the young child and his mother by night, and fled 
into Egypt, and remained there until the death of 
Herod.” But neither Mark, Luke, nor John take any 
notice of these flights and dreams, on the contrary, 
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Luke tells us, that Joseph remained at Bethlehem, 
until after the child was eirxumcised, and hie mother 
purified ; after which, instead of fleeing into Egypt, he 
states, that they went up to Jerusalem, to present the 
child Jesus to the Lord, in tho most public place in the 
Kingdom, almost into Herod’s presence ! So much for 
Gospel harmony. (See Luke ii, 4, 22,)

When Jesus and hie parents are in Egypt (according 
to Matthew), an angel again appears to Joseph “ in a 
drcam," and instructs him to return to the land of 
Israel ; but when he arrived there, he was again warned 
by God “ in a dream," and directed to turn aside to 
Nazereth ; “ that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the prophets. lie shnll be called a Nazarene." 
(Matthew ii., 23) Now there is no such prophecy in 
tho Bible I

Yours 4c.,

Vaughan, August 1C, 1876.
LAYMAN.

NEWS FROM CASTLEMAINE.

To the Editor of Habdikoer of Light.
Sir,—The friends here were much pleased at tho notice 
of our Sunday night meeting in your last issue. I am 
happy to say we are progressing well, and would recom­
mend Bimiliar meetings to be held wherever a small 
number of spiritualists aro located, for it is not only a 
pleasant way of spending an hour, but a very profitable 
one, all being enabled to have an interchange of ex­
periences and ideas, and satisfying a want felt by many 
who have perhaps tho whole of their lives been in the 
habit of church going on the Sunday, though having 
left the churches, the want from long habit is still felt; 
and how gratify it better than by holding Bimiliar meet­
ings to ours ?

I am sorry to Bay a fortnight after the passing away 
of our old friend and pioneer Mr. T. C. Terry, 
another of our fellow spiritualists, left us for the 
shores beyond Mr. John Edgar, an old and consistent 
believer in our grand truth ; he passed away on Sunday 
night, 23rd July, after a short illness of a few days, he 
was cheerful anil happy to the last, with full and sure 
reliance of his coming change. His body was buried at 
Campbell’s Creek Cemetery on the following Wednesday, 
and being a member of a Foresters’ Lodge, tho members 
followed and took part in the funeral, they combined 
with private friends a large number of persons followed 
the remains. G. C. Leech, Esq., presided and gave a 
most impressive and instructive address, much of which 
would bo new and perhaps startling to many of the 
attending crowd. The funeral was conducted precisely 
the Bame as the previous oue of Mr. Terry, total absence 
of all outward signs of mourning; tho coffin being 
covered with flowerB, and on its being lowered into the 
grave a Bhower of beautiful and sweet flowers were 
thrown upon it by many loving friends. The hymns 
saDg were the same as at the former funeral. Mr. 
Edgar was a fine strong healthy man, about 50 years of 
age, he suffered from an ulcer in the side and the lunge, 
brought on I understand by exposure and cold, his 
employment causing him to be out in all weathers.

Yours fraternally,
BETA.

Castlemaine, August, 1876.

MB. DAVID BLAIR.

TO THE EDITOR OP THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.
Sir,—What a pity when we had such a distinguished 
Champion of Orthodox Christianity among us at the 
Lonsdale Street Hall, that he had not a better opportu­
nity of showing how few of the many statements con­
tained in Paul’s Epistles can be reconciled with other 
portions of Scripture; which seems to contradict them! 
I shall only offer you one of these, but if the 
gentleman will be bo kind as to reconcile it with the 
other passage which I shall quote, I will be happy to 
furnish him with a few more of a similar character. In 
the third Chapter of Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians, we 
read—“ When it pleased Goa to reveal his Son in me,

that I might preach Him among the heathens. I imme­
diately conferred not with flesh and blood, neither went 
I up to Jerusalem to them who were Apostle» before mo ; 
but I went into Arabia, and returned again to Damas­
cus; then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to 
sec Peter, and abode with him fifteen days ; but, other 
of the Apostles saw 1 none but James the Lord’s Bro­
ther ; and was unknown by face unto the Churches of 
Judea, which are in Christ: but they heard only, that 
he who persecuted us in times past now preaches tfie faith 
which he once destroyed.” (Gal. I, 15—24.) In the 
ninth chapter of the Acts, we are informed that after the 
conversion of Paul, when the Jews at Damascus sought 
to kill him ; “ the disciples took him by night, and let 
him down by tho wall in a basket. And when Saul was 
come to Jerusalem he assayed to join himself to the Dis­
ciples ; but they were afraid of him, and believed not 
that he was a Disciple, but Darnabus took him and 
brought him to the Apostles. And he was with them 
coming in and going out at Jerusalem. And he spake 
boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed 
with the Grecians.”

Now, Sir, let me ask, can any man believe both of 
these statements to be correct, and are they to be recon­
ciled ? And how can any man believe in the infallibility 
of a book which contains such contradictory statements ? 
For if what is written in the Acts be true ; then Paul 
did go up to Jerusalem to them who were Apostle before 
him ; and if so his statement made to the Galatians 
appears to be false.

Sir, I am, 4c., 
R.

EXPERIENCES IN SPIRITUALISM.»

The imprint of this book is Candour. Its worth and 
interest consist alone in the transparent manner in 
which one of the new characters of this century,—and 
one ofthe strangest of any,—the Physical Medium, is 
developed. All books have a part of their author, more 
or less, according to circumstances. Milton’s works 
contain but little of Milton, Shelley’s contain much of 
Shelley, but to compare small things with great, Mrs. 
Berry from head to foot lives in these pages, and for 
those who will “ read between the lines," offers herself 
as a study of singular interest.

The authoress was converted to Spiritualism much 
against her will and prejudices, and speedily becamo 
one of the most powerful physical mediums of the day. 
Of independent means and of liberal character, many 
would trust her to whom paid mediums were an abomi­
nation and a loathing, and she has probably numbered 
more converts than any medium of the second class of 
her time. Her physical and mesmeric powers are great, 
and she seems to have succeeded in several cases as a 
healer. Associa’ted with Mrs. Guppy (the subject of 
the famous levitation that gave so much amusement to 
Punch) and other powerful mediums, her history is that 
of physical mediumship in London. By far her greatest 
claim to consideration, however, lies in the extraordi­
nary series of paintings that she has been producing 
for several years past. At a superficial examination 
they rather suggest the idea of a lunatic artist, for tho 
skill with which the colours are laid on and combined, 
the technique as it is called, is most remarkable, while 
the subjects designed are wild and vague and disorderly. 
We regret that we have not space to translate the long 
and really noteworthy account of them that Mrs. Berry 
received through a French medium, the BaronesB von 
Guldenstubbe, and that she, strangely enough, leaves in 
French; but we may mention that they are worked 
into the Spiritist theory, and are stated to represent 
the development of species, and are drawings of tho 
earlier efforts of the planetary (i.e., creative) spirits, in 
each of the three kingdoms of nature.

As to the “ Contemporary Account of Semiramide,” 
we can only say that is well and cleverly written, and 
that the question of its, authenticity,—we leave to its 
readers. .

* Experiences in Spiritualism; a record of extraordinary 
S- enomcna witnessed through the most powerful mediums, by 

th. Berry.- London, J. Burns.
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ECHOES FROM ADELAIDE.

Spiritualism is at a very low ebb in this “city of 
churches," as Adelaide has been not inappropriately 
termed ; but I am happy to Bay there is now a bright 
probability of the subject engaging theattention of think­
ing minds here, and this will no doubt give that impetus to 
the onward progress of the cause in our midst, which 
is just at present so greatly needed. One of the main 
causes which has led to the subject beirfg at length 
brought beforo the prominent notice of the public of 
Adelaide, is due to the following lamentable incident. 
Towards the end of July last, the body ot a woman 
named Mrs. Louisa Tyley, was found ou the beach at 
Glenelg, the poor woman havriij), according to particulars 
subsequently elicited at a coroner's inquest, committed 
suicide. From evidence before the coroner, it appeared 
that the deceased woman had been separated from her 
husband for some time, owing to her being a “ Sweden- 
borgian." She was an attendant at the new church 
place of worship in this city, and professed to hold 
intercourse with spirits Some twelve years ago the 
unfortunate lady had been an inmate of a Lunatic 
Asylum, suffering from “religious mania," and it was 
said that in all points except thia, she was perfectly 
compos mentis. One witness at the inquest, (the husband 
of deceased) whose ignorance of mental and physical 
phenomena of Spiritualism,was about equal to the neglect 
he paid to the welfare of his late wife, even went so far 
as to say that “she would have been all right but that 
she was a spiritualist and Swedenborgian." She bad 
been frequently heard to threaten her life, saying that 
“ a spirit had told her there was a cross on the human 
race, and the sacrifice ot a human life was necessary to 
redeem it." The verdict brought in by the jury was to 
the effect that the unhappy woman had committed 
suicide whilst “ religiously mad." Under all circum­
stances the case is a most heartrending one, but that 
there could be two different convictions as to tho causo 
of death, especially after the full report of the inquest, 
which appeared in the Register I am at a loss to 
comprehend. No one who read tho particulars of the 
matter in a calm and impartial spirit, could have arrived 
at any other conclusion than that the deceased was 
undoubtedly insane on the one point mentioned above. 
On tho following day to that when tho report of the 
inquest appeared, however, what was my unbounded 
astonishment to see in tho Register a letter signed 
“ W. H.," in which the writer referred in no compli­
mentary terms to Spiritualism, and attributed the cause 
of Mrs. Tyley’s suicide to the effects of Spiritism. His 
opening sentences read as follows:—

“This morning’s ¡legist er contains tbc record of another in­
stance of the terrible effects resulting from the influence of 
spiritism upon tbc minds of those who indulge in this latest form 
of religious fanaticism. There is scarcely a crims under heaven 
which it has not driven its deluded victims to commit."

This coming from a gentleman with whom I am 
personally acquainted, and for whose opinions as a New 
Churchman of some eminence in this citv, I entertain 
the highest respect, surprised me beyond description; 
indeed on perusing those lines my stupefaction was so 
exceedingly effective that, as tho vulgar phrase runs, 
“you could have knocked me down with a feather.” 
Knowing that the facts of the distressing case did not 
warrant “ W. H.” in thus anathematising the effects of 
the teachings of Spiritualism, I penned a strong letter 
to the Register, giving an unqualified denial to his 
assertions, the result of which was to call forth a feeble 
reply from him, the letter presumably being so feeble, 
that the editor of the journal in question, considered 
another communication from me unnecessary, for in a 
footnote to “ W. H's.” letter, he stated that a continua­
tion of the discuBBion was undesirable in the columns of 
the Register, being more suited to tho pages of a 
religious periodical. As I have already intimated an 
intense interest in the subject has thus been awakened, 
and I believe the interest manifested will be lasting in 
its effects. On a Sunday evening, a few days after this 
controversy appeared in the newspaper, a discourse was 
delivered by Mr. E. G. Day, a prominent and highly 
respected1 member of the New Church in this city, in 
which the lecturer endeavoured to contrast some of the 

writings and teachings of modern Spiritualists with those 
of that illustrious Seer Swedenborg. Unluckily for the 
cause of Truth and New Churchism alike, Mr Day's 
arguments were as weak as they were trivial. The oft 
urged and oft met objection in reference to “ familiar 
spirits," was once more brought forward, and Mr. Day 
contended that while the disciples of the New Church 
admitted the possibility of spirit communion, it was un­
lawful in the sight of God. No intelligent mind could 
have been misled by his arguments, and I therefore 
deemed it unnecessary to reply to them in the public 
journals. In justice, however, to Mr. Day, I must not 
abandon the subject without admitting that, unlike so 
many men who profess to be the spiritual guides of the 
people, and who madly stamp and roar at any subject 
which has for its aim the moral, intellectual and spiritual 
enlightenment and amelioration of humanity, he appears 
to have devoted a little—though every little—attention 
to the question of Spiritualism.

For myself, I am only a new arrival in Adelaide, and 
a very young man withal, but I have the cause sincerely 
at heart, and if needs be shall not hesitate to sacrifice 
any personal interests for the ultimate aggrandizement 
of truth, reason and progress.

FITZERIC.
Adelaide, August 15, 1870.

A DREAM VERIFIED.

A singular instance of a dream being verified, and a 
strange fatality, have recently been brought under our 
notice (says too Hamilton Spectator). It will be re­
membered that Mrs. George Liudsay died on the 5th 
instant ; five days after, Mrs. Rankin, who had been at­
tending her, and who previously had been, apparently, 
in the best of health, was taken away by the hand of 
death, brought on by pneumonia. By an obituary 
notico it will bo seen that her husband, Mr. Donald 
Rankin, has also succumbed to the same disease ; and 
wo learn that his second son has been laid low by it, 
and but faint hopes of his recovery are entertained by 
Dre. James and Sweetnam, who state they never knew 
pneumonia or pleurisy spread so rapidly and fatally in 
one family as it had doue in this instance. But the 
strangest part of this fatal story has yet to be told. 
After Mrs. Rankin had been so suddenly taken ill, her 
eldest eon, Duncan, who was working at Horsham, 
dreamt that something had happened to his mother. 
He at once got up, and in spite of all remonstrance 
about the absurdity of believing in dreams, mounted his 
horse, and travelled during the balance of the night and 
next day, until he came to a house a few miles out of 
Hamilton where his family was well known. Here he 
halted to enquire “ How the old folks were at home ?” 
and when told that his mother had died that very day, 
fell fainting from hie saddle. Before this, we are told, 
except so far as the dream was concerned, he had not 
received the slightest intimation of his mother being 
ill.

Mb. John McHwraith of this city, ontuof the commis­
sioners to the Philadelphia Exhibition ^whilst making a 
tour through some of too northern states of the Union, 
has availed himself of the opportunity to visit several 
celebrated mediums, including Mr. Foster, Mrs. Maud 
Lord, Mr. Browne the spirit photographer, and Mrs. 
Howard the moulding modium. He has witnessed some 
remarkable materializations, including that of his 
daughter, who conversed with him and patted him on 
the head ; at Mr. Howard’s seance, be obtained a parafin 
mold of this daughter’s face, which he has forwarded 
here ; at Mrs. Browne’s he obtained several spirit 
photographs, and one psvehograph, two of the spirit 
forms have been identified. The psychograph is a 
curious production, and is obtained by placing th, 
in the camera, and not removing the cap, a del

Jy placing the plate 
ine cap, a definite 

photograph of a female form appears in this instance 
(alone) on the plate, although there was no exposure. 
In every instance Mr. Mcllwraith saw the plates 
developed, and was favorably impressed with the straight­
forward manner of the operator.
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FREE THOUGHTS ON THE LIFE OF JESUS.

Br k Wbitino Medium.

Chapter I.
(Continued.)

There is one other question relative to the early life 
of Jesus, and which would havo an influence on his 
future movements, to which we must refer—a question 
arising from the light which stands connected with the 
modern developments of spiritualism. We fully ack­
nowledge that the phenomenon referrod to is as old as 
the human race, but that at particular periods it has 
been more prominent, in tho experience of mankind, 
than at others. The subsequent history of Jesus clearly 
indicates that he was a Medium of considerable power, 
and therefore it requires no stretch of tho imagination 
to believe that in his childhood and youth there may 
have been indications of such a possession, received, for 
aught we know, from Iiib parents, who, if tradition 
speaks truthfully, had visions and such experiences as 
are peculiar to such persons. And this peculiarity also 
gives some colouring to other legends concerning his 
youthful history, wherein what are supposed to be 
supernatural occurrences took place ; not that we arc 
prepared to give our assent to the truthfulness of these 
legends, but rather to admit that thcro may have been 
some ground for such report, and that on this principle 
they might be substantiated.

We are not impressed to attach any importance to 
the tradition, which speaks of his interview with the 
Rabbi’s in the temple on the occasion of his visit at the 
time of the Passover. There is a want of naturalness 
about the statement, and, indeed, it is invested with 
very doubtful elements which Bavour of an afterthought, 
when in the construction of a history, this account was 
thought to be appropriate in view of the divine character 
which was imputed to him : and we think that we shall 
lose little by the rejection, merely admitting that he 
went on such an occasion with his parents to Jerusalem, 
and on subsequent occasions also, in accordance with the 
customs of the nation.

The course of events, doubtless, ran on in the ordinary 
channel during the days of his early manhood ; marked, 
it may be, by the death of his father, occupation at his 
trade of carpenter, and under the growing influence of 
thoughts which were advancing to maturity as his years 
progressed. We have no evidence that he travelled 
beyond the border of his fatherland at any period of his 
early manhood. The admission of a visit to Egypt is 
not necessary, that he might becomo acquainted with 
many of the ideas which came out prominently in his 
after-teachings. The influence exerted by the brother­
hood of the EsseneB, or the peculiar views characteristic 
of the mysticism of older religions, might all have been 
acquired in hiB own country, as the result of study or 
intercourse with kindred spirits.

The precise date of his leaving Nazareth and embark­
ing on the enterprise of his life is not known. It is 
stated in the tradition that he began to be about thirty 
years of age when his public-showing unto Israel took 
place. What foundation there may be for this we know 
not, beyond the fact that this was the usual period of 
life when a Jew came more prominently into notice as a 
teacher. We feel, however, that within the period that 
immediately preceded bis relinquishment of manual 
labour, and his public presentation, there are wrapped 
up circumstances of the most important character. It 
is within this period we must look for the convictions, 
which led Jesus to take that step which in after-life 
stamped his history with such importance ; but, so far 
as reliable history is concerned, we have no data to go 
upon. No period in the history of man is so interesting 
as that which witnesses the adoption of principles, 
intended at once to mould his character and give a 
colour to his future movements ; and the step which ¡b 
taken, when he first publicly proclaims his intentions, 
is the climax of all that goes before—the accumulative 
result of all the influences which have been operating 
and leading to this interesting and important juncture.

The first appearance of Jesus in public, with a defined 
object in view, must have been preceded by considera­

tion, by encouragements and realizations, which would 
cause him to feel that his was the path of duty, if not of 
ease. If, as we believe there was, very much in the 
composition of his character at this time, which partook 
of the principles of the Essenians, coupled with an 
intuitive belief in his call to the work of reformation 
among his countrymen, then the adoption of this course 
would involve a considerable amount of self-denial. Tho 
renunciation of a settled home, the pledge of celibacy, a 
willingness to become dependent on the charity of 
others, and the expectation of opposition, if not of 
persecution, would involve self-abnegation of no ordinary 
character. We arc impressed with tho belief, however, 
that this course Jesus cheerfully adopted, and was quite 
prepared to accept the results, be they what they may.

Historically considered, if wo may place any reliance 
on the traditions of the New Testament, the opening of 
the public life of Jesus stands connected with that of 
another person—John the Baptist (Luke iii. 1). In the 
account of John’s preaching we have a delineation of 
Essenian teaching ; in his mode of life, an asceticism 
akin to Brnhminism ; and in the method of his dealing 
with men of high or low degree, a boldness which knew 
no fear of might but the infringement of that which he 
felt to be right in the sight of God. Into the special 
characteristics of John’s mission it is notour purpose to 
enter. Were the traditions concerning him more 
reliable, and less beset with suspicious considerations, 
we might do so; but, under the circumstances, we 
merely refer to tho presumptive fact of the truth of his 
personality, and tho connection which may have existed 
between him and Jesus.

If John the Baptist was a member of the Essenian 
brotherhood, then, doubtless, Jesus would be not only 
acquainted with him, but also influenced by the spirit 
of determined purpose which John manifested. And 
when we read the Evangelistic narrative which relates 
the commencement of the public work of Jesus, we find 
very much in it akin to that of John (Mark i. II, 15 ; 
Matthew iv. 12-17). To define clearly, however, the 
exact relation between the work of John the Baptist and 
that of Jesus, would be somewhat difficult under tho 
circumstances.

The conclusion to which we should come respecting 
the first appearance of Jesus in public would rather 
be in favour of the account given in Luke’s narrative of 
his visit to the Synagogue of Nazareth, than any attempt 
to commence nearer Jerusalem. We have not tho 
slightest faith in the narrative of the temptation, as 
recorded by the Synoptics. It is only on tho supposi­
tion that Jesus may have related the particulars of bucIi 
n circumstance to his followers, and that they handed it 
down for more than 150 years, until it became part of 
the general story of hiB life, that we can accept it at all; 
and, on this principle, the considerations are so much 
against the probabilities involved, that we prefer to 
reject it altogether. That Jesus had private experiences 
like other men, and, that these experiences may havo 
been of an extraordinary character we would readily 
admit, but taking the general scope of the so-called 
sacred records, there are too many contradictions to 
satisfy an inquiring mind that tho temptation recorded 
in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, is a reliable fact. It is 
mainly on the supposition raised by theological writers, 
that this phase of tho experience of Jesus was necessary 
to prepare him for the work of a Divine Teacher, that 
it forms part of the traditions of the New Testament. 
We affirm, then, that tho first appearance of Jesus in 
public after his personal consecration to the work of 
reformation, took place in Nazareth, the place of his 
birth; and from that part of the narrative we may judge 
pretty well what his intentions were at this period of 
his history ; and, also, the kind of reception he would bo 
likely to experience at the hands of the Jews generally.

We shall close this chapter, by the consideration of 
what may be learned from this first glance at the early 
work of Jesus. We have already admitted that he was 
a real person ; we have traced his course from birth to 
his first appearance in public life; we have noted tho 
opposition with which his assumption of personal work 
was received; and, now, the question remains as to 
whether, in this, we have any indications of the im­
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portance which generations of men have attached to his 
person and work.

Far be it from us to • detract aught from the character 
which rightfully belongs to Jesus ; in this connection we 
readily adopt the sentiments expressed by a recent 
writer on this subject:—“ Jesus, being interiorly sweet 
and hnrmonial in organization, and fellowshipped by the 
Essenians, schooled in the Asian mysteries, and a 
Medium, how natural the explanation of the geniuue 
teachings, doctrines, and wonderful works ascribed to 
him. Testifying of himself, living the inner life, and 
speaking from the divine ideal, he rose so high above 
country aud national narrowness that he astonished 
both scribe and J’harisee. The old prophets were 
essentially IsraelitAdi, many of the ancient philosophers 
were decidedly Grecian, the sage Gotama Buddha was 
Hindoo, par excellence - but the Judean spiritualist, 
grounded in the absolute religion, baptized daily from 
above, attended by a legion of angels ; directed the 
thirsting of his age to a fountain, from which all diver­
sities of race might drink ; to a tree of life with fruitago 
fresh and free for all souls. Grasping fundamental 
truths, and broad beautiful ideas, he spoke the deepest 
intuitions of bis inmost being. No poet or moralist 
ever enunciated fresher or more charming thoughts 
adapted to the masses, or voiced a keener, a fresher 
dialect of audacious insight than he, in those seemingly 
effortless speeches of ‘ Tho Good Shepherd,’ the * True 
Vine,' tho * Lilies,' the * Birds,' the Bun rising on the 
evil and the good, und the rain falling upon the just and 
the unjust. . . . But since all truth is immortal,
our conceptions of it only are new, and Jesus, the, 
natural man, the son of Syria, child of love and wisdom, 
aud ancient brother, while he taught the world, really 
brought in no new truths ; Jesus only reiterated them 
with a pathos peculiarly his own.” (Peebles's “ Seers 
of tho Ages.”) And on these grounds wo freely admit, 
that wo perceive in Jesus a character worthy of all 
admiration, if not essentially perfect. And that his 
very first appearance on the platform of freo thought, 
although indicating a determination to depart from the 
orthodox courses of tho times, yet bears the promise of 
well-being to tho race ; another of those great ones, 
raised up by tho Infinite Father, who in succession, and 
in their appropriate place, would help on tho work of 
human development, reducing in degree the disorders 
incident of all growth, and bringing in a more perfect 
system of orderly advancement, whereby tho grand 
purposes of the Iufinite Ono would receive in duo time 
their completion.

And, just as we are wont to hail the first rays of the 
beautiful morning light as they como streaming over the 
hill tops, painting the heaven with their ever changing 
colours, giving promise of all the possibilities which are 
involved in the progress of day ; so, in like manner, do 
we hail the first appearance of Jesus as the harbinger of 
all those blessed possibilities, arising from the more 
orderly growth and development of the human spirit, 
which, by every visitation of this kind, receives an 
impulse and derives assistance fraught with certain 
success. Worship him not as God, but love him as a 
brother! Then will flow into your spirit, the rising 
tideB of love and wisdom, whereby you shall gain a 
nearer access to God tho Infinite; communion with 
those intelligences who bond over you from the higher 
spheres, and wish you God speed ; gain a purer and 
more useful life ; and enjoy that brotherly union, which, 
when it binds man to man, and all to God, will raise 
man to his true position in the wido universe of the 
Eternal I

The “Heligio Phosophical Journal,” May 27th copies 
from the “Denver News” an account of wonderful 
manifestations through a Mr. C. B. Cutler, of that city, 
including the “ Shooting test,” where eleven shots wero 
fired from a rifle at a distance of ten feet, at as many 
materialized faces and hands which appeared at tho 
aperture of a cabinet in which the medium was enclosed.' 
The reporter says “ at least three or four of those shots 
were seen by all present (twelve) to penetrate the ob­
jects aimed at, they would flutter tremulously for an 
instant after the shot, and then dissolved.’’

THE MORAL TEACHINGS OF 8PIBITUALISM.

A Discourse given by W. II. Terry at the Masonic 
Hall, Melbourne, Sunday, July 23rd 1870.

The subject I have selected to descant upon this even­
ing is ono of considerable importance to all those in­
terested in the great movement, or New Dispensation, 
which is now rapidly spreading over the civilized world. 
Spiritualism is attacked, abused, and misrepresented, by 
both the Orthodox and Materialist, but to the former 
we owe the unfounded accusation that its moral teach­
ings are degrading and demoralising.

To illustrate effectively the moral teachings of 
Spiritualism, it will be necessary for me to quote largely, 
not only from the literature of the subject, and postu­
lates accepted by the great majority of Spiritualists, but 
from communications received at various circles I have 
had the good fortune to be connected with, and by com­
paring these quotations with the Ethics of Christianity 
as taught by tho Churches (which I presume to be the ob­
jectors standard) leave it to the reason of my audienco 
to decido which turns the scale.

The sense of right and justice, innate in the human 
soul, though it may for a time be kept down by pre­
judice must eventually come to the surface, for though 
wo wait through many weary hours " still ever the truth 
comes uppermost, and ever is justice done.”

It is no uncommon thing for Spiritualists to smart 
and writhe under the unjust accusations made against 
their belief by tho ignorant, the prejudiced, and the un­
truthful ; but for my own part I need them not. Truth 
is invincible and needs no shield ; Reason is tho test by 
which we try it, and armed with a faith which has stood 
this test, we invito all those who profess to have a higher 
truth, to enter the lists with us, and let the public bo 
the arbiters.

It has been said by some objectors, that “all that is new 
in Spiritualism is not true, and all that is true is not 
new.” Whilst admitting the general correctness of the 
second assertion, I dissent in toto, with the first, and 
trust I shall be enabled, in the course of my remarks, to 
prove its fallacy.

Truth, in tho abstract, ever was, it is only tho unfold- 
ment of it, by which it becomes more comprehensible to 
us that wo in our ignorance call iew truth. Analyze 
the most beautiful truths presented by Jesus, and you 
will find the same ideas expressed, though, perhapB, in 
slightly altered words, thousands of years before him. 
All truth is relative, but there are some central truths, 
apprehended and expressed by the advanced minds of 
ancient times, which we cannot get beyond, wo can only 
elaborate them, tho central idea Bbines out distinctly 
and conspicuously no matter what the surroundings. In 
the “ Vedas” written upwards of 2000 years before the 
Christian era, we find the conception of the Fatherhood 
of God. It occurs in a prayer for divine illumination, 
as follows—“ O Indra, do thou, entertaining the affection 
a father does for his son, bring us to wisdom.” In the 
same we find tho following conception of the nature of 
Deity—“There is one living and true God—Everlast­
ing and without parts or pnsion, of Infinite Power, 
Wisdom, and Goodness, tho Maker and Preserver of all 
things.” Can any Christian definition excel this ? How 
far superior to tho Angry God of tho Oli Testament? 
Buddha who lived 700 years before Christ taught the 
non resistance of evil in almost the same words as Jesus. 
He said—“ A man who foolishly does me wrong I will 
return him the protection of my ungrudging love, the 
more evil goes rrorn him, tho more good shall go from 
me.” . . . Let a man overcome anger with
f;ood, let him overcome tho greedy with liberality, the 
iar with truth.” I could give many more quotations to 

show that the same objection of want of originality ap­
plies to Christianity, and indeed must apply to all sys­
tems of religion having the germs of truth within them, 
but these are sufficient to illustrate my point.

When I entered into the investigation of Spiritualism 
some sixteen years ago,I had little thought ofthe Glorious 
Philosophy behind the facts. It was the facts that en­
gaged my attention and through them was I led to its 
higher, and to me more attractive phases—The Intel-
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lectual and Moral. In them I find all that the mind 
hungering and thirsting for light ancj truth can desire. 
Ab with me bo is it with the majority of invcRtigators, 
the facts first engage their attention, and their demon­
stration lead to an examination of the Philosophy, but 
of late the wide diffusion of Spiritualistic literature has
brought the philosophy in its true light under the notice 
of many tbinxing men who have been induced to inves­
tigate the facts, and thereby obtain a basis for the 
philosophy. The moral teachings though forming a 
part or this philosophy are complete in themselves. 
A system of Ethics, unsurpassed, and adequate if lived 
up to to make earth a second heaven.

Doubtless many here hare heard of Emma Ilardinge, 
(now Mrs. E. II. Britten) one of the True earnest con­
sistent Spiritualists whose light, like stars in the Spiritual 
firmament, has erer shone steadily and brightly. 
Whether in tho normal or abnormal condition her in­
spirations are redolent of purity, justice, ami intellec­
tuality. Through her organism some twelve or more 
years ago in the course of an oration on the “ Creed of 
the Spirits; or the influence of tho Religion of 
Spiritualism**  the following Creed and Commandments 
wcro given:—

**J Mierr in ¿»rJ. for 1 know tbnt spirit, matter, and motion arc 
eternal existences, co-equal, co-ctcmal. co-existent ever. A*  1 
believe in matter, then so do I believe in spirit : ami the totality 
of tbnt spirit, that master iniml that was even Indore form—that 
moved upon the chaos and void, ami evolved therefrom order, har­
mony, ami form—is Gud. Finite as I am. 1 can never compre­
hend his infinity : t<ni]'ornl pilgrim ns I am now, nml passing on 
in temiK'ialitv, I cannot master his eternity, it is enough for 
me to know that He is nll-wi-c. for the majesty, order, ami Itcauty 
of creation prove it ; lie is nil-good. for the l»eticficcncc disclosed 
in that creation prove it : He is all-powerful, for its stupendous 
strength, its glorious ami majestic permanence prove it.

/ khrtf in the of the human unl, for I have been
taught to analyse ami search until I discover that that which is ' 
must have existed for ever ; ami. though on this earth 1 am only 
possessed of such memory n> carries me back to the beginning of 
my temporal existence, and such prophecy a.- proves to me that I 
shall live beyond the grave. 1 still recognise that lives infinite one 
way cannot be finite another« and that if there is infinity aronud 
me I am part of it—1 am infinite also. Ami since I question and 
since I doubt, even the chemist that sculls at me proves my »si­
tion. and shows me that nothing can be annihilated. My soul is 
something. the functions of my soul are something, my self-con- 
aciousness is something, my sense of individuality is something 
that cannot be annihilated The strung psychology of another mind 
mightier than mine would im|«osc ujK»n me the dark fatal belief 
of annihilation for my h»uI. and eternal existence for everything 
else. My spirit-friend comes to my side, grasps my hand, and 
whispers in my ear. in the voice of the love! ami those 1 have 
deemed the lost—“ 1 live for ever, and thou sbalt live for ever.”

1 be Here ia rifht and jr rcay. for I do find the penalties of the 
wrong and the compensation of the right impressed on all things, 
on all forms of life. When 1 doubt this, the sophist would come 
and preach to me of circumstances, of surroundings, of impulses 
and forces ; and when he would try in the tones of sophistry to 
mask me from the light which the penalty is perpetually bring­
ing me. my spirit-friends appeal to me, and with the glory of the 
immortal spheres on his glittering brow, or the darkness*  of the 
dweller on the threshold hanging around him. gives me to under­
stand that the second stage of existence is absolute judgment for 
the deeds done in the body.

I Mitre ia tke cwnmnnu>n of niiritj as minute-ring angel*  I 
not only realise this from the truths that are demonstrated around 
me. but from the reason which assures me that the love which 
animated the form that 1 loved so well, as it still subsists must 
still find an exercise ; that to lire, to love, and yet to be unable 
to manifest that love to the objects that need it. must be a con­
dition of existence far worse than that in which we daily live, 
and love, and minister to each other.

COMMANDMENTS.
I —Thou shalt search for truth in everv department of being— 

test, prove, and try if what thou deemest w truth, and then ac­
cept it the Word of God.

11.—Thon shalt continue the search for truth,all thy life, and 
never cease to test, prove, and try all that thou deemest to be 
truth.

III.—Thon «halt search by every attainable means for the 
laws that underlie all life and being : then shalt strive to com­
prehend these laws, live in harmony with them, and make them 
the laws of thine own life, thy rule and guide in all thine actions.

IV.—Tboc shalt not follow the example of any man or set of 
men. nor obey any teaching or accept of any theory as thy rule 
c< life that is not in strict accordance with thy highest sense of

VI. —Thou shalt acknowledge all men’s right to do, think, or 
speak, to l*c  exactly equal to thine own; and all rights 
whatsoever tbnt thou dost demand, thou shalt ever accord to 
others.

VII. —Thou shalt not hold thyself Ismnd to love, or associate 
with those that are distasteful or repulsive to thee ; but thou 
shalt lie held bound to treat Mich objects of dislike with gentle- 
new, court'«y. and justice, and never suffer thy antipathies to 
make thee ungentle or unjust to any living creature.

VIII. —Thou shalt ever regard the rights, interests, and welfare 
of the many as superior to those of the one or the few ; and in 
cases where thy welfare or that of thy friend is to be balanced 
against that of society, thou shalt sacrifice thyself or friend to the 
welfare of the many.

IX. —1 bun shall lie obedient to the laws of the land in which 
thou dost reside, in things which do not conflict with thy highest 
sen-c of right.

X. —Thy first and last duty upon cm th, and all through thy life, 
-hall l>c to seek for the principles of right, and to live them out to 
the utmost of thy ¡»uwer ; and whatever creed, precept, or example 
Conflicts with loute principles, thou shall shun and reject ever 
remcmlicring that the laws of right are—in morals justice; in 
science. HARMONY ; in religion. TIIE FATHERHOOD OF GOD, THE 
brotherhood of Man. the immortality of the human soul, 
and compensation and retribution for the good or evil done on 
earth ”

Compare these Commandments with those of Moses, 
and ask yourself the question, " Which is the most 
advancedr” The immense superiority of those I have 
just read will be manifest to any rational mind. Follow 
ing these arc “ Ten Laws of Right ” which as they are 
brief and appropriate I will read—

TIIE TEN LAWS OF BIGHT.
I.—Temperance in all things, whether physical, mental, morn!, 

affect ionnl. or religious.
Il Justice to all creatures that be—justice bcing’thc exercise 

of precisely the same rules of life, conduct, thought, or speech 
that we would desire to receive from others.

III. —Gentleness in spceeh and act —never needlessly wound­
ing the feelings of others by harsh word« or deeds : never hurting 
or destroying aught that breathes, save fur the puqosc of sus­
tenance or self-defence.

IV. —Truth in every word or thought spoken or acto 1; but 
reservation of harsh or unplvasing truths where they would need­
lessly wound the feelings of others.

V. ’—Charity—charity in thought, striving to excuse the fail­
ings of others : charity in sjieech veiling the failings of others . 
charity in deeds, wherever, whenever, and to whomsoever the o|>- 
|>ortunity offers.

VI. —Almsgiving—visiting the sick and comforting the nfHictol 
in every sha|>c that our means mimit of and the necessities of out 
fellow-creatures demand.

VII — Self-sacrifice, whenever the interests of others are to 
be benefitted by our endurance.

VIII. —Temterate yet firm defence of our views of right, and 
protest against wrong, whether for ourselves or others.

IX. —Industry in following any calling we may be engaged in, 
or in devoting some portion of our time, when otherwise not 
obliged to do so. to the service ami benefit of others.

X. —Love—abo^c mid beyond all. seeking to cultivate in our 
own families, kindred, friends, and amongst all mankind gene­
rally the spirit of that true and lender love which can think, 
speak, aud act no wrong to any creature living ; remrml>er- 
mg always, that where love is. all the other principles of 
right are fulfilled beneath its influence and embodied in its 
monitions.

Wc should ever hold the abovc-BUted principles of right to be 
obligatory upon all men. as they are the deductions evolved from 
the laws of being, and therefore in strict harmony with the divine 
order of creation. All views of science are dependent on human 
intelligence and the unfoldmcnts of intellectual knowledge. All 
views of theology are dependant upon intuitive perceptions, faith, 
or testimony derived from varying sources—hence, man's opinions 
concerning science and theology are subject to change, and depen­
dent on the circumstances of nationality, intellectual training, or 
incidents peculiar to personal cx|>crience ; but the religion of right, 
morality, and love, and the coinmandents of life-duty, originating 
from the fundamental principle inherent in life and being, can 
never change until man cease- to lx*  or the harmonics of the ttni- 

arc themselves changed or annihilated.”

I challenge any orthodox Christian or objector to the 
Morals of Spiritualism, to produce a higher or more per­
fect code of morals than is here given. They contain 
the very acme of the Religious and Moral teachings of 
Jesus, and are unequalled in any earthly system of 
ethics.

Some fourteen years since, after I had satisfied myself 
of the fact of Spirit iutercouse, and being anxious to 
open up a channel of communication with Spirits on the 
other side, capable of imparting instruction to myself 
and others, 1 in company with four or five trutbscekcrs, 
formed a Cirvle which met within a couple of miles of 
this hall. In a very short time a gentleman who had 
hitherto been almost an entire stranger to the subject 
had his hand controlled to write. The handwriting 
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was totally different to his own, and often varied, two 
or three hands being written at one sitting. The early 
writings were brief, and consisted mainly of moral and 
religious aphorisms. As specimens of the moral teach­
ings of Spirits I consider them particularly appropriate 
and copy from the original, now in my possession, a series 
of brief extracts—“ Give glory to God in the highest. 
Ye are bis servants, do hie will. Which learn to know. 
Love all mankind. Love God supremely. Love is our 
life here. Love is God's universal law on earth, obtain 
a knowledge of that law and fulfil that. Apply all your 
energies to the obtaining a knowledge of yourselves and 
improve whatever is there found according the will of 
him whose service ye seek.”

In the next occurs the following passage—“Do not 
meet or part without prayer. It is by the will of God, 
and is our united wish that usefulness may be expected 
to our efforts ”

Again, on another occasion the conditions not being 
favorable for a long communication, it was written— 
“ Faith, Hope, and Charity. The greatest of these is 
Charity, they all require practice in life. These contain 
all man’s duty, and laws of God to man. The wisdom 
of the spheres can no further go."

“Is not God Love? We are only actuated by that 
great all pervading principle. Look not too eagerly to 
your physical condition, your peculiarly befitting con­
dition, is the mind all permeated by that which contains 
in itself all that is requisite. The great spirit watches 
for all manifestations of himself, as evidenced in the 
Charity of soul, or love there reigning."

Again on another page—“ Love good, love also to 
diffuse good. This is not done by talking piously, but 
by living holily. Your light shouid so shine amoug men 
that they should glorify your father who is in heaven.” 
These are elaborated in the communications roferred to, 
and as the earliest recorded teachings I know of received 
in this part of the world, they form an admirable basis 
to the lteligious and Moral Philosophy of Spiritualism 
now unfolding here.

For some time past there has appeared in the London 
“ Spiritualist," a series of communications of a highly 
interesting and philosophical character, given by a 
Spirit who signs himself “ Impcrator." In a recent 
one of them on “Truth" I find the following appro­
priate to my subject, under the heading of “The 
Pursuit of Truth for its own Sake, Man's noblest 
aim."

“ Moreover, remember that the pursuit of truth 
for its own sake, ns the altogether lovely and desirable 
end of life is the highest aim of spirit on your plane 
of being, higher than earth's ambitions, nobler thau 
any work that man can do." The communication 
concludes with the following advice:—“ Let him crush 
self, purify his inmost spirit, driving out impurity 
as a plague, and elevating his aims to their highest pos­
sible ; let him love Truth as his Deity, to which all else 
shall bow, let him follow it as his sole aim, careless 
whither the quost may lead him, and round him shall 
circle the Messengers of the Most High, and in his in­
most soul he shall see light." We may search through 
the Bibles of the Ages including the Hebrew and Chris­
tian Scriptures and fail to find a moral teaching ex­
celling that contained in this brief passago. Passing 
for awhile from the teaching of spirits to that of 
Spiritualists I will refer first to those of one personally 
known to some here present, the Spiritualistic Apostle 
J. M. Peebles, whose voice I have reason to think 
will be heard again in this City ere many months have 
past. In his introductory lecture here he thought it 
necessary to state his belief which was as follows :—

“As a Spiritualist, I believe in one living and true God— 
wisdom and love—governing the universe by immutable law. 
Procl us termed this God, Causation ; Mohamed, Allah ; the Hindu 
Brahm ; and Jesus, ** Our Father." Upon the bosom of this 
divine Presence is my soul’s rest forever.

I believe in Jesus, accepting Peter’s definition—“Jesusof Naza­
reth, a man approved of God among you by miracles, wonders and 
signs which God did by him." fActe, U-21J Other biblical 
writers denominate him the “ Son of Joseph," our “ Elder 
Brother,” who “ went about doing good."

I believe in inspiration. It is God's outflowing breath. All 
sonls in momenta of exaltation feel it. Truth is a unity, and 
truths relating to the divine consciousness arc inspired. Prophets 

and ajKistle« breathed inspired utterance*  in the past. Reformers 
are inspired to-day. Principles are universal over-sweeping the 
epochs of the ages.

1 believe in rewards and punishments. These arc not special 
favors nor arbitrary inflictions in the divine economy : but rather 
links in the chain **f  cause and effect. To all laws there are 
penalties attached. Violation brings suffering. Obey and live, is 
the voice of G--I throughout nature. In all worlds man is a 
moral actor, a subject of law. a responsible being, reaping anguish 
from vice and enjoyment from virtue

1 lielieve. or rather kmor there is a future conscious and progres­
sive life in anolbcr and higher state of existence. Thi*  know­
ledge, considered subjectively and objectively, is derived from 
witnessing ami studying the in/>drrn epirituiil manifeefations, 
which manifestations, hr the way. nre not a*  the illiterate think 
—'• new in the world." Solomon very sensibly said—" There is 
no uew thing under the sun."

And as the outcome of this belief we find him ever 
earnestly and unselfishly working for the diffusing of 
truth and the uplifting of humanity, and exhorting in his 
speech and writings wnat he strives to practice in his 
daily life. He concludes his great book, the “ Seers of 
the Ages," as follows :—

Live to-day for to-morrow, for eternity. Be above the com­
mission of nn unworthy act. Tread not on the threshold of thy 
neighlaii only with tin- purest and loftiest intentions. Filch no 
entrusted secrets from others. Indulge in no ignoble insinuations. 
Take no selfish advantage of another's weakness. Be caudid and 
sincere. Affirm thyself. Celebrate thyself in goslncss Testify 
of thyself in integrity. Be a pract ical reformer Secknopraise, 
nor fulsome flattery. Intrigue for no office. Fail of thy purpose 
rather than secure it by dishonorable policy, l’artako of the 
bread of honest lal«>r. Administer reproof in gentleness and 
love. Forgive as thou wouhlst be forgiven. Be kind to the poor, 
the unfortunate, the sick, the dying—live to lift np others, to 
brighten the chain of friendship, to educate mind ami heart for 
a heaven on earth. Entlowcr the pathway of humanity with the 
beautiful in life ; riant gardens of love in unhappy bosoms ; 
welcome the angels to angelizc the shades of our pilgrimage, and 
be welcomed into light, the sweet light, the music light of Im­
mortality I

Hudson Tuttle is Another representative spiritualist 
from whoso book the “ Arcana of Spiritualism,” 1 will 
give a brief quotation :—

This religion is a philosophy : this philosophy is a religion. It 
takes man by the hand, and, instead of telling him that he is a 
sinful worm of the dust, corrupt from the crown of the head to 
the sole of his foot, it assures him that he is a nobleman of nature, 
heir to the Godhead, owning all things,for whom all thingsexist, 
anil is capable of understanding all. lie is not for to-day ; not 
acting for time, but for eternity : uot a mushroom of a night, but 
a companion of everlasting worlds. Ay, more : be will bloom in 
immortal youth when these worlds fade, and the stars of heaven 
are dissolved. What lie writes on his book of life is no writing 
on sand : it is indelible.

What a |>osition. then, is occupied by man ! On one band are 
the lower forms of nature.—the brutes of the field ; on the other, 
the archangels of light, towards whom he is hastening, one of 
whom he will become after death shall have cast from his spirit 
its cartldy garments.

Spiritualism is not a religion descending from a foreign source, 
to be borne a*  a cross : it is an outgrowth of human nature, and 
the complete expression of its highest ideal. Have you a truth 1— 
it seizes it. Has the negro of Africa a truth I Spiritualism asks 
not its origin, but makes it its own. You may take the sacred 
books of all nations.—for all nations have their sacred books,— 
the Shuster of the Hindoo, the Zendavcsta of the fire-worshiping 
Persian, the Koran of the Mohammedan, the legends of the 
Talmud, and on them place our own Testaments, the Old and the 
New : you have brought together in one mass the spiritual history, 
ideas, emotions, and superstitions of the early ages of man ; but 
you have not Spiritualism,—you have only a part of it- Jfou may 
take the sciences,—the terrestrial, intimately connectcdnrith our 
telluric domain, teaching the construction and organization of 
our globe, and the cosmical, treating of the infinite nomenclature 
of the stars : you have not Spiritualism,—you have but a part of 
it.

I Cannot conclude this portion of my subject without 
some reference to the opinion of A. J. Davis, the most 
voluminous writer on Spiritualism and the Harmonial 
philosophy living. In the “ Penetralia," page 326, in 
answer to the question “ How does Spiritualism compare 
with Christianity in its beneficial effect on mankind 
he says:—

To give a just answer to this question I must first state the fact, 
that Christianity has boen in the world nearly two thousand years, 
while modern spiritual intercourse is only a little more than 
eight years old. Now Christianity hat nerer ruggeeted a tingle 
icirntijie fact—has never developed a single broad scheme for the 
practical relief of a suffering humanity ; but, instead, the system 
has wielded its entire might in opposition to almost every new 
development—has slandered and denounced as “ infidel" each ona 
who has wrought, independent of uctarianim, to correct abuses 
in high and low places—has set its power against every leading 
philanthropist who has labored to abolish slavery and capital
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TO SUBSCRIBERS.puniHhmcnl. to reform the misdirected voluptuary, and to intro­
duce that practical religion which looks to the moral and intellec­
tual regeneration of our race, instead of fashionable preaching 
and praying. The pioneers in the cause of the Slave have en­
countered such opposition from popular religionists as did all the 
first IvachcrM of Astronomy, (ic<»logy, and Phrenology, bpirilual- 
ism, on the contrary, luis already discovered to the world a 
multitude of the most momentous and practical truths. In the 
fields of science and philosophy, cs|»rcially in mental philosophy 
(which is foremost with all intelligent, cultured minds) it has 
revealed fresh facts and demonstrated several great general prin­
ciples. The sciema-s of magnetism, ciertiicily. chemistry, 
psychology, clairvoyance. p«ychoin<*try.  etc., Lavs each received 
valuable additional illus'.ratinns and highly suggestive principles 
from some of the department»« of spiritualism.

These three extracts from representative spiritualists 
all bearing upon the moral teachings ami influence of 
spiritualism, are a sufficient illustration of the moral 
tendency of its literature, the outcome of a realization 
of its facts and philosophy by the writers. There is 
amongst the spiritualistic literature a large preponder­
ance of tho moral, intellectual and religious, which 
appeals to our highest faculties, and is elevating in 
its tendency, but the spirit circle when rightly 
organized and conducted, is an educational institu­
tion of the highest order In it the aspiring soul 
can attract to itself all the light it is capable of receiving 
harmonising the mind, brightening the intellect, and 
drawing the whole nature mightily upward on to higher 
jilanes of thought, resulting in corresponding harmony 
of action. I gave some brief extracts from the teach­
ings received at one of the earliest Melbourne circles, 
lest this should be considered an isolated case I will 
present a few received at a Circle now meeting in Mel- , 
bourne, by the aid of the somewhat despised, but insufli- i 
ciently understood plancliettc.

“ Inspiration Hows to all who bring themselves within the 
sphere of harmony. As the air breathes of the divine life giving 
faith from tree and flower, ami the soft snowflake kisses the limpid 
surface of the lake, to be dissolved into it, so the soul in its ecstatic 
moments partakes of the diviner life in higher altitudes apart 
from sensuous things, and breathes an atmosphere holy and pure 
as the first accents of the infant tongue of mother earth. Tongues . 
which whisper of the love ami tenderness of angel hearts whose 
favorite pleasure lies in bringing to the toil worn children of the 
nether sphere comfort and succour.”

“ The governing power spiritually developed is •■Love” pure 
and simple, yet containing all the elements of life. For this we 
live, for this we work, that we may grow in harmony with this 
all potent, all absorbing power.”

“ Consider the whole family of God your lire then and that one 
cannot suffer without affecting the whole.”

“Always start from the Basis of Truth ; let your whole efforts 
go to acquiring it, and let a high sense of justice guide and urge 
you onward. When the inferior desires of the undeveloped man 
rise within you think of your high destiny and curb with a strong 
will and nspiring soul the usurpers of your peace and inward 
Kwcr. Cultivate the affections and do not dread the future, 

ar in mind this great and mighty truth, that with what measure 
you mete toothers the same shall you receive. Be at peace with 
your own conscience, and all that man or angel can do will find 
you in the right path. Be not overburdened by the cares of 
material life, but let the present be the school where you receive 
lovingly the wholesome correction of your negligence, and where 
the lessons learned will prepare and fit you for the greater know­
ledge and the higher wisdom of the interminable spheres of 
action in the universe through which your soul is born to 
live.”

These aro teachings suited to the times, inculcating 
practical religion, and the highest morality. All tho 
sermons ever preached are at the best but an elabora­
tion of what is contained in the few brief spiritual com­
munications I have just read. Spiritualism is grossly 
misunderstood, ' its opponents are many and un­
scrupulous, but their assaults, as a rule, recoil upon 
themselves. It has no dogma, but presents its prin­
ciples to the consideration of mankind; it invites en­
quiry, courts investigation, and challenges refutation, 
but while its enemies affect to despise*  it, none have the 
courage to attack it in the van. They hang about the 
outskirts of the advancing host, and assault some strag­
gling member, whom should they succeed in overcoming 
they make a great outcry, and Bay “ Lo Spiritualism is 
dead.” But the army moves on regardless of the petty 
turmoil, ever widening its front, and passing over all 
obstacles. On its banners are inscribed “ The Father­
hood of God,” all mankind are his children. “ Uni­
versal Brotherhood,” “Harmony is Heaven,” and 
“ Eternal Progression.” Truth is its watchword, and 
Ignorance, Prejudice, and Bigotry, its only foes.

SubscbibEbs are respectfully iniormed that the seventh 
volume of the “ Harbinger of Light" commences with 
the present number, and that subscriptions are payable 
in advance. Those who have not paid for last volume 
will receive their copies in a

Green Wbappeb.
We regret to say that there are several subscribers who 
arc still further in arrears. We trust that their omission 
to pay is from inadvertence rather than want of principle, 
auu as a final reminder will send their copies in a 

Yellow Wrapper
prior to stopping the paper. Means are nono 
too plentiful with us, yet we have never asked 
monetary assistance to sustain our paper. All we ask 
is that subscribers will pay us our just dues promptly, 
and endeavour by introducing it to their friends to in­
crease its circulation.

CONCERNING MEDIUMSHIP.

by prof. J. b. Buchanan.
To no one man is tho public under greater obligations 
for a scientific demonstration of the psychic functions of 
the human brain than to Prof. J. R. Buchanan, the 
discoverer of psychometry, the author of anthropology, 
and the founder of the Journal of Man. As far back as 
1810 ho demonstrated the faults of the Gallian System 
of Phrenology, rearranged and reclassified the organs in 
a more natural and philosophical grouping, and furnished, 
by excitations of the several portions of tho brain, by 
means inappreciable by tho subject, irrefutable proof of 
the proper location of tho intellectual faculties. His 
opinions, then, we consider valuable and worthy of 
attention and study. Desiring for our information an 
answer to tho following several questions, wo submitted 
them to him, and he has kindly given his permission for 
their publication.—[En. Spiritual Scientist.]

Question.—Hub the spirit sufficient control over tho 
body to change its formation; for instance, if any 
development in my body to-day indicated a certain 
spiritual quality, can I, by a course of diet, thought, 
study or certain habit, change that development so that 
it will indicate a lack of that quality ; aud will there bo 
a corresponding increase in any other development to 
indicate the preponderance of these thoughts or habits.

Answer.—In answer to your first question, I reply 
that as the spiritual element or spirit-power exists in 
very different degrees in different persons, there can be 
no single answer for all persons. In some the spirit has 
far greater power over tho body than in others, and a 
mental impression on them will revolutionize the state 
of the body. The cultivation of any mental attribute 
will cause the growth of tho brain convolutions to which 
it belongs. But the mental power over tho body is not 
so great as over tho brain.

Tho greatest results aro obtained when tho power or 
another is brought in to influence the impressible subject, 
as in mesmeric operations or the agency of the disem­
bodied. When tne higher susceptibilities of the human 
race shall be developed by a harmonious life, marvellous 
changes will be wrought in the human constitution and 
mental defects eradicated by a direct impression on the 
brain. If Spiritualists will establish the proper institu­
tions for combining human and spiritual agencies in the 
treatment of disease, crime and insanity, the results will 
be wonderful indeed, increasing every year in their 
marvellous beneficence.

Question.—If I have understood previous communica­
tions, I gather that there is an analogy between the 
development of the brain and the mediumistic effusion. 
One medium, with one development of the brain, tinging 
a message with a corresponding sentiment, while another 
having a different brain development would give a dress 
exactly opposite to the other, or at least noticeably 
different. Is this so ?

Answer.—It is undoubtedly true that the character 
of a spiritual message is modified by the medium through 
whom it comes and that we require mediums of superior 
moral and intellectual endowment, surrounded by a con­
genial circle, to develop the best results. The entire
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honesty of the medium is no guaranty against delusions 
from this source, nor is there any definite boundary 
between the spirit expression through'a medium and the 
spontaneous flow of thought through the same medium 
in an exalted condition. Hence if we wish pure, un­
questionable communications, wo should have the direct 
writing or speech of the spirits themselves.

Question.—Would a medium whose development 
indicated a large degree of reverence be apt to give a 
communication that would treat of divine truths and 
urge us to live in accordance with the teachings of 
Christ or some other pure moralist ?

Answer.—Mediums of high moral endowments are 
sure to give us moral teachings of a high character, and 
the general tendency of tho mediumistic state is to the 
utterance of pious and beautiful truths often above the 
ordinary life of the medium.

Question.—Would you recommend to persons who 
are mediumistic or sensitives the necessity of adopting a 
standard of morals for their life conduct, and endeavor­
ing always to live in conformity therewith ?

Answer.—As to recommonding a " high standard of 
morals” for thoso endowed with mediumship, I do not 
know that it is more necessary for them than for all 
mankind, but it is necessary that they should, with their 
keen susceptibilities, be more careful as to their associa­
tions than they generally arc, and more tenacious of 
their dignity. They know the debasing iuflucnco of 
hostile and sceptical associations, yet seldom endeavor 
to protect themselves therefrom. The beastly rudeness 
with winch some men approach persons who have 
marvellous powers requires to be checked with firmness 
and dignity. Every medium should have a friend of 
vigilant and resolute character to ward off the approaches 
of such persons, and should decline to receive the visits 
of thoso in whom they perceive a deficiency of the usual 
social courtesy, a debased moral nnturo or an overbear­
ing and hostile deportment. With such precautions, 
the medium will be more able to uphold his or her 
dignity and purity of character and spiritual power.— 
Spiritual Scientist.

THE DAVENPORT BROTHERS.

Ox Thursday, August 24th, we proceeded in response to 
an invitation from the Davenport Brothers to Hockin's 
Rooms, Elizabeth Street, to witness their first private 
seance in Melbourne. We believe fully in their me­
diumistic powers, and expected something wonderful, 
but the marvellous exhibition of spirit power, and con­
trol over matter exceeded our most sanguine expecta­
tions. The most prejudiced could not fail to bo im­
pressed with the candour and openness of the Brothers 
and Mr Fay, who not only submitted to, but invited the 
closest scrutiny of the proceedings. The seance was held 
in the large room above the hotel, and fronting Eliza­
beth Street. Tho Cabinet standing on three tresscis 
with its back to the centre window', tho audience being 
seated in three semi-circles extending across the width 
of the room leaving a small space in the centre only for 
visitors to pass to the front scats. Tho Cabinet which 
is made of thin cedar panels, hinged to fold small for 
convenience of carriage, is about seven feet long, six 
high, and two and a half feet deep. At each end of it 
extending from front to back are fixed seats about eight 
inches wide with several augur holes drilled in them. 
One rather narrower runs along tho back, on which 
stood five bellB, and two tambourines, a violin being 
hung on a nail above, under the seat was a guitar. 
The front of the cabinet consists of three doors, fasten­
ing inside with latch locks to two uprights at equal dis­
tances from the sides, in the centre door is a diamond 
shaped aperturo about nine inches from point to point, 
over which is hung a small black curtain, in the extreme 
corners of the Zooms about twelve feet to the right and 
left of the Cabinet were small tables, On one of which 

stood candies, matches, and a tumbler of flour. A larger 
table stood to the right with three large guitars on it 
At about ten minutes past eight, Mr. Fay stepped for­
ward and requested the audience to select two gentle­
men, in whom they had confidence, to act as a commit­
tee, and Mr Hugh George and Dr Ncild were chosen 
for this purpose. Tho Committee carefully examined 
tho cabinet both inside and out, ton and bottom, and re­
ported it a simple cabinet. The Brothers having made 
their bow took their seats at each end of the cabinet, and 
were securely bound by the Committee, each wrist 
being first tied separately, and then bound together be­
hind them. The feet were bound together at the ancles 
and drawn under the seat towards tho hands to which 
they were attached. A line from the leg to the side 
rail completed the tying which was inspected by several 
of the audience including ourselves, and pronounced 
secure. The Committee, instructed by Mr Fay, then 
proceeded to shut the doors, but before the centre one 
could be closed a tambourine was thrown out with some 
force, the door was opened and tho Brothers seen quietly 
seated. Mr Fnv borrowed a hat from one of the audience 
and put it oil Ira’s head, but before the door dosed this 
was thrown out, it was replaced and immediately thrown 
out, the hand nnd arm as far as tho elbow being dis­
tinctly visible. The doors wero then closed nnd imme­
diately the violin and guitar commenced to tune up, tho 
tambourine to beat, and bells to ring, at the same timo 
numerous hands and arms appeared at the aperture, 
bells were held outside rung, and the tambourine showed 
nt tho opening. Tho door suddenly opened and 
the tambourine nnd guitar wero pushed out, tho Bro- 
thers were found seated ns at first. The Committee de­
claring tho ropes intact. Mr Fay then asked tho 
audience to elect some gentleman to go into the 
Cabinet with the mediums, and tho choice fell upon Mr 
David Blair, who took his seat in the centre, his left 
hand being tied to William’s knee, and his right ex­
tended over Ira’s shoulder, on his right knees wero 
placed two tambourines nnd four bells, at bis feet tho 
violin, and resting against his arm the guitar. Imme­
diately the door was closed a great commotion was heard 
Tambourines, guitars, Ac., bells sounding and violent 
thumps against the sides of tho Cabinet. Mr Blair’s 
voice being heard above the din, apparently expostulat­
ing with the invisibles. On the door being opened Mr B 
and the brothers were found tied sb before. The guitnr 
tvas behind his head, and the other instruments scat­
tered about tho floor of tho Cabinet. In reply to tho 
inquiry as to what had occurred during his incarcera­
tion, Mr Blair stated that there was “ No Daception ” 
the Brothers had not moved, but immediately the door 
was closed he was surrounded by spirit hands, which 
plunged into his vest, his pockets, and were all over his 
body. The whole place seemed to be full of invisiblo 
hands. After the re-examination of the ropes by tho 
Committee, Mr Fay requested that time might be taken 
whilst the spirits untied tho Brothers, and in one aud 
three quarter minutes the Cabinet opened and 
they walked out, tho ropes which were of tho 
floor of tho Cabinet being found free from knots and 
uncut. The mediums were searchod nnd noting found 
on them. They then re-entered the Cabinet, and in 
three minutes were found more elaborately tied than by 
the Committee. During both the tying and untying the 
sound of the ropes being rapidly drawn to and fro in 
the Cabinet was distinctly beard, nt the snmo time tho 
musical instruments Bounded and numbers of hands ap­
peared at tho aperture, one large arm was projected out 
nearly to the elbow.

After a brief interval for the examination of 
tho tying, Dr E'ulton was nominated to enter tho 
Cabinet, ho was tied in the same manner as Mr. 
Blair had been, with his hands on both the brothers. 
The noise of tho instruments was heard as before, ac­
companied by a loud thumping noise, and on the door 
being opened and Dr Fultan released, he stated that tho 
instruments commenced flying about directly the door 
was closed, and that one had beat him violently on tho 
head, the guitar was wedged in behind his back, and 
he declared that the mediums bad not moved during the 
whole time.
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Mr Fay then under the inspection of the Committoc 
placed in each of the brother«' hand» a Jcnspoonfu) of 
flour, and the Cabinet being closed the ropes were heard 
being drawn to and fro, hands appeared at the opening, 
and in about two minutes the doors opened an<l tlicv 
emerged free from the ropes and their closed hands still 
holding the flour not any of which had been spilt. Ihis 
concluded the Cabinet Seance, and after a few minutes 
interval preparations were made for Mr bay s “ Dark 
Seance."

The larger table was stood at the front ol the Cabinet, 
on it were placed four guitars, and four bells, and at 
each side of it facing the audience were placed two chairs 
on which sat Mr Fay and I. Davenport William sitting j 
at the side of the room was held by Mr George on the ! 
left, whilst on his right was a small table with candles 
and matches The light being turned down, u com­
motion was beard Mr Fay called light, anil the candles 
being lit disclosed him and Ira securely tied to the 
chairs with their hands behind them the etui of Mr Fay's 
rope being tied to the leg of the table. The tying was 
examined and pronounced secure, the ends of the rone 
being in both instances distant from the hands of the 
mediums. Sheets of white paper were then placed 
under their feet, pencil lines made round the soles on 
the paper, the outline of the paper marked on the floor, 
and coins placed on the front of both boots, so that the 
slightest movement could be detected. The light was 
then turned down and the guitars ami bells commenced 
an aericl flight sounding loudly all the time and finally 
dropping in various part of the room. Light was called 
for and the tying found intact. Some phosphoriz.ed oil 
wns placed upon the back of two guitars, and they were 
stood at the front of tho table. Immediately the light 
was turned down they were seized by the invisibles nnd 
commenced whirling about the room, one reaching a 
distance of about fifty feet from the mediums, the strings 
being sounded nil the while, the illumination from the 
phosphorous making their course distinctly visible. We 
held out our hand mid mentally requested ono of 
them to be brought to us, and at the termination of its 
flight one was deposited nt our feet. Light being re­
stored n signet ring wns borrowed and the knots of the 
ropes sealed with wax nnd stamped. Light was turned 
down, immediately relit, Mr Fay discovered without his 
coat, nml the coat seen to drop from mid-air by the side 
of Dr Fulton who sat about twenty-live feet from the me­
dium, the seals of the ropes being unbroken. The coat 
was examined, found to be an ordinary dress coat, and 
free from rent. Dr Fulton was then requested to take 
off his coat, which was laid on the table, nnd the wish 
expressed that it should be put on Mr Fay, light was 
extinguished, rapidly relit, and Mr. Fay discovered 
clothed in the Doctor's coat. This extraordinary mani­
festation, as did many others, elicited an outburst of 
applause, and the rope and seals were examined by the 
audience with considerable curiosity. The feet found 
exactly in position, and the coins undisturbed. After 
the light being turned out the mediums were rapidly 
untied by the spirits.

Mr. Fay then requested Dre. Nedd and Fulton to 
sit beside him, their right hands being placed on each 
others beads and the left on the shoulder linking them 
all together, and preventing any movement of one with­
out the knowledge of the other, William was taken charge 
of at the side of the room, and Ira held by two of 
the company in tbe middle of the hall Light was 
turned down, the instruments sounded and moved, and, 
one was carried by request to Mr. George. A repetition 
of this manifestation brought the seance to a conclusion. 
Mr. Fay thanking the audience for their attention and 
dismissed them. During the progress of tbe seance 
Mr. Fay was asked if he professed that the manifesta­
tions were done by spirits, in reply he said, “ We make 
no profession or offer any theory, you can form your own 
opinion." We had a conversation with Mr W. Davenport 
after, and ascertained that they had for some time 
adopted thiB course, leaving people to draw their own 
conclusions. They had suffered much from persecution, 
and thia course averted that, whilst no rational theory 
apart from the spiritual could be adduced to account for 
the extraordinary power exhibited in their presence.

THE SCIENCE OF SPIRITUALISM.

(Continued.)
Having disposed of some preliminary questions, settled 
the basis of Investigation, and briefly referred to its ab­
stract character and conditions, we have now to con­
sider the two great Omissions of Science (referred to in 
the June number).

1. —“That of nil the unbroken chains of Spiritual 
Manifestation from Buddha down to the present day—it 
knows nothing, and the millions of instances where seen 
effects testified to unseen causes are to it unknown.

2. —"That it wilfully disregards all those semi­
spiritual psychological facts, known as Mesmerism, 
Clairvoyance, and 1’sychomctry, attested beyond tho 
shadow of a doubt in every age, nation, nnd dime.

How important these occurrences are, being upon 
the boundary line, as it were of Spiritual knowledge, is 
yet to be learned, for they open to us the region of tho 
Inexplicable. A new realm, in which the most universal 
Trullis of Experience are apparently set aside, in which 
new forces are brought into play, so marvellous, and so 
powerful, that they pave the way for the higher revela­
tions which invariably follow them.

The criminality of so-called men of Science, who per­
sistently ignore that which they aro incompetent to ex­
plain, or understand, because it conflicts with their 
egotism, or material prosperity, is’beneath contempt and 
beyond reprobation. Such Sciolists commit an in­
voluntary suicide, and destroy the Reputation which it 
is their aim to prolong; for though the Present may 
applaud their pitiful exhibitions upon its meagre stage, 
though their buffoonery may split the ears of the 
groundlings, and their malice delight the bigoted and 
narrow, yet surely it makes the judicious grieve, and 
certainly will fix an ineffaceable brand upon their brows 
at the Judgment Scat of History. Great as are their 
attainments in their special directions, such conduct 
proves them deficient in that Catholicity of Spirit which 
is the Crown ol the Philosopher, and in the complete­
ness and symmetry of development, which is the mark 
of the true Man.

I.—Historical Spiritualism.
It would avail little to recapitulate here even tho 

heads of the testimony which the Records of tho Past 
afford us, for such are liable to bo impugned with moro 
or less justice, and are moreover uttorly unnecessary, inas­
much as we have occurring, in every interval in tho 
issue of this Journal, a store of attested facts, which 
would distend its pages, in their barest description, to 
thrice its present size, and abundantly support our 
principles. These proved, we can then turn to tho 
Ancients, and by the light of a renewed Truth interpret 
the mysteries which were as much stumbling blocks to 
them, as they aro to tbe Sceptical Science of this day. 
The only value of theso annals is to establish tho fact of 
the perpetual communion which has existed between 
Spirits within the body and those who have arisen 
from its restraints. To those who are anxious to verify 
the fact we can point to tho Bibles of all tbe Creeds, 
and the Systems of all Philosophers, or to such modern 
Encyclopaedias as Howitt's, “ History of tho Super­
natural," and R. D. Owen’s “Footfalls on the Boundary 
of Another World." Even in that able work “ Super­
natural Religion," are given as specimens of ancient 
superstition, references to scores of phenomena of a 
supermundane nature. In Dr. Crowell's “ Identity of 
Primitive Christianity and Modern Spiritualism" wo 
have an invaluable work in which all the quasi miracles 
of the Bible, are paralleled, explained, or surpassed, by 
those now occurring, manv of them under the per­
sonal observation of the Author. “ Seers of the Ages ” 
by J. M. Peebles, and other bulky volumes, too nume­
rous even to mention, complete such a mass of evidence, 
that there is no single scholar whose erudition would be 
sufficient to gather in a long Life time the almost in­
conceivable number of instances of Spiritual visitation 
and power. The newspapers devoted to the new dis­
pensation, aro overcrowded with translations, and dis­
coveries, with anecdotes, Hypotheses, and legends, dis­
closing the knowledge which, in the Secret rites of the 
Rosicrucians, in the Magical Societies, which still hold. 
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such power in 'Europe, despite their apparent quiescence; 
in the doctrines of Pythagoras, and Plato, of Simon 
Magus, and Cjrneiius Agrippa, of Hermes and Elipbas 
Levi, Raymond Lulli, Parocelsus, Roger Bacon, Albertus 
Magnus, the Hollandi, and Arnaldos de Villa Nova , 
in the visions of Jacob Behmen, and Swedenborg ; in 
the sects of the Irvingitcs, the Shakefs, and the Mor­
mons, as well as in the whole history of the Romnn 
Catholic Church, the mythic and misunderstood Witch­
craft, has in infinite ways burst through the clouds of 
Materialism, and evinced the existence of agencies other 
than those possessed by mortals. The Philosophy of 
these widely differing manisfcstations, and their bearing 
upon Modern Spiritualism, must be reserved for another 
place, nor must they be supposed to be vouched for by 
it, except in so far as they appeal to Reason and the 
Laws of*  Evidence. The facts of some, the manner of 
many arc unreliable but a great host completely, and 
most in their naturo are genuine.

II.— SPIBITOLOOY.

This term is used to express, those powers which ap­
pear superior to the organisation and ordinary experi­
ence of Man. To the interaction of the Brnin, and the 
environment, and its consequent development, we apply 
tho usual term, Pyschology, though Professor Buehanau 
and others take occasion to protest against what they 
consider a misuse of the term. But if we define Mind, 
ns most do, to be the expression of Spirit through 
Matter, the term is correct, notwithstanding its purely 
physiological uature, and to the study of those faculties 
which seem almost independent ofthe Brain,and certainly 
have not been tho result of inherited experiences, but 
are more peculiarly Spiritual, the name “ Spiritology " 
may be therefore not only permissible but advantageous. 
Though in somo gifted persons these faculties aro as 
natural as those of thought and sense, in most they re­
quire an assistant, or preparative for their exercise, and 
thin is generally know as

Animal Magnetism.
The Philosophy of Magnetism is too well understood to 
need its quotation, an excellent description of it may be 
found in “ Nature's Divine Revelation," by A. J. Davis, 
and its practice is familiarised in many handbooks. But 
while it has been the common property of Charlatans, and 
Conjurors, for mnny years, it has yet found no recogni­
tion in popular Science, but as its Truth is unquestion­
able, is condemned to the oblivion, which Error alone 
merits, and so certainly obtains. To many it has 
been the highroad to Spiritualism, for its effects are so 
stupendous, and so conclusive, that the Materialism of 
the Senses, or the Intellect, is shattered forever by its 
touch. Under various titles, such as "laying on of 
hands," we trace it from theearliesttimes,prominently iu 
the lives of Elisha, Daniel and Jesus, till it was revived by 
Mesmer shortly before the French Revolution, and has 
since been employed in many interests. Baron Reichen­
bach discovered that many persons, whom he denominates 
“ sensitives," “ experienced definite sensations in contact 
with Crystals and magnets, and in total darkness saw 
luminous emanations from them," and Mr Rutter, of 
Brighton, still further tested this peculiarity, to utilise 
which he constructed tho much abused Magnetoscope, 
an invention so great, that had it not been bidden by 
the still greater discoveries of Pychometry, would have 
marked an era in Modern Science with its name.

Drs. Mayo, Gregory, Ashburner and Eiliotson, all men 
of high standing, scientific education, and great ability, 
pushed the researches into theinfluenceofhuman Magnet­
ism still further, Mr. Wallace, and many others, carried 
it into Phreno-Mesmerism," when in its turn it inducted 
them into the great Truth of Spiritualism. In its simple 
form, the first phases are, that the person termed the 
operator, can, by certain passes, influence another, 
called the Subject, so that the latter becomes os an in­
dividual completely merged in the former, and sees, 
hears, tastes, smells, and speaks, at his will only. The 
next state is that in whicn a total insensibility is in­
duced, when the Subject becomes unconscious of the 
severest pain, and, putting aside the tricks of the Plat­
form as unworthy*  of consideration, this leads us to 
the first great office of Magnetism now entitled

I.—Psychopathy.
For this invisible agent is not only the most powerful 

Anaesthetic procurable, but is attended with other 
beneficial results. A few moments in this slumber re- 
freshes the patient as much as hours of natural rest, 
the body is fed without food, pains are removed almost 
instantaneously, and often without the loss of conscious­
ness, the diseased framo is purged, and once more as in 
Galilee, the Blind receive sight, the Lame walk, and the 
supposed Dead return to a fuller Life. History is not 
so void of these things as the Orthodox would navo us 
believe, and in the lives of Valentine Greatrakes, and the 
Zouave Jacob, with many others we find the connecting 
link with the Dr. Newton’s, and Monck's, and Jacob 
Ashman's of the immediate present, who with their many 
brethren continue the good work. The possibilities of 
this Science seem almost Infiuite, its evidences, its forms 
and its lessons, might occupy many pages, its Philo­
sophy is beautifully expounded in the “ Mental Cure,” 
“ Mental Medicine," “ Soul and Body " of one of the 
purest writers, W. F. Evans, in the “ Physician," by 
Davis, and the “ New Gospel of Health" by Stone.

II.—Claibvoyance
Is a power used in connection with, or apart from the 
former, by which the subject fulfils all the requisites of 
what wo call seeing, while with closed eyes, or bandaged, 
and often at distances of mauy miles. Of this there 
are many proofs in tho “Magic Staff'," of Davis, where he 
recounts the unimaginable loveliness of which his en­
trance into this state disclosed to him. The brilliant 
colors, the delicate harmonies of hue, and form, discern­
able by an eye which penetrated Earth, Ocean, and 
Life, in one Almighty glance. Here also ho refers to 
its use in Medicine, which thousands have since verified 
through similar sources, for by its means tho most illi­
terate riBo superior to tho wisest of our Physicians, and 
the most impenetrable secrets of Life are laid bare. Sir 
Arthur Helps in his “Social Pressure" witnesses to the 
genuineness of tho Clairvoyance of Alexis Didier 
and Dr Edwin Lee, Mr Atkinson, F.G S., and Robert 
Houdin, confirm it, after the most stringent tests. Drs. 
Gregory and Haddock, with others equally celebrated, 
are cited by Mr. Wallace, in his “ Miracles and Modern 
Spiritualism " as unimpeachable and practised authori­
ties, in many branches of this wonderful ability which 
in Europe, America, and this City, is made the means of 
much good, and of wide instruction, for in their highest 
state, Clairvoyants see not Material things only, but, 
also, Spiritual; the forms of the departed, and their 
abodes, in describing which the teats will rise from Love 
and the Tonguo fails for wonder and admiration ; they 
will convey our thoughts to them, and return us answers 
drawing the initiated so close to the friends that have 
gone before, that every Barrier seems removed, and the 
Uuity of Existence on both sides of that little door the 
grave, is not only imaginatively, but actually realised, 
the portal ¡b thrown open and we voyage to and fro.

Ill —PsYCHOMETBY.
Professor Buchanan, one of the clearest thinkers that 

this prolific century has produced, and Professor Denton, 
a Geologist of equal ability, share the distinguished honor 
of laying the foundation, and discovering the met^jpd, of 
one of the most important Sciences yet entered upon by 
the Human Mind.

The wildest dreams of the Poet, the most daring 
speculations of the Philosopher, aro dwarfed by the 
simplicity and magnitude of the Truths unrolled in 
“The Soul of Things,” and “ The Journal of Man.”

Every form of Matter is known to contain within 
itself a complete record of its past existence, which can 
be read by many, (possessed of powers largely similar 
to those of Clairvoyance), and which also serves as a 
link to connect the Bensitivo soul with all Time from 
which it can gather the characteristics of whole epochs 
Ancient and Pre-historic. The accuracy of these ob­
servations has been tested with a patience and ingonuity, 
that merit the highest praise, and establishes upon a 
sure and satisfactory basis, the truths of this extraordi­
nary Revelation. The details are not only profoundly 
interesting, but pregnant with instruction, for in the 
Magic Mirror of this Study, we are enabled to trace the 
features of the dim Ages, hitherto known only in tho 
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hypothesis of the Paleontologist, the theories of the 
Geologist, or the dreams cf the ¿Antiquary. We are 
supplied with a test surpassing all others which we can 
apply to those questions that hare for so many years 
agitated the minds of Scientific men. The whole His­
tory of the World and its development, of Life and its 
progression, of Man and his peculiar phases of advance, 
are opened up to us, by a spell which promises to revoal, 
not only this, but the realities of the Present, not ns 
they seem unto the senses, but as they are,—unto the 
Soul. The Nebular Hypothesis, and that of Develop, 
ment. the Origin of Species ; in brief the whole Theory 
of Evolution, the greatest achievement of Modern 
Science, is here independently confirmed, elucidated, and 
elaborated, from sources hitherto unsuspected, which at 
the same time unfold the essentially Spiritual Nature of 
Man and the Universe.

It would be hard to over estimate the value of this 
Science, which, together with Psychopathy, and Clair­
voyance, tnuBt inevitably revolutionise not only bucIi 
minor departments as ’Therapeutics, Pathology, and 
Psychology, but the whole capacity of human thought 
and Philosophy, How pitiful the Materialistic Method 
at present in force is compared with it the Student of 
Spiritualistic Literature can pnrtially estimate, in the 
noble work already mentioned, as well as in such others 
as Tuttle’s “ Arcana of Spiritualism,” “ Spiritualism,” 
vol. I, Edmonds and Dexter, “Sexology,” Mrs Willard, 
“Natures’ Divine Revelations," A. J. Davis,“Principles 
of Nature," Mrs King, and in vnrious communications 
through Mediums etc., the same fidelity to truo Science, 
and the same advanced views of the operations of Nature 
may be found. These questions are Spiritualistic only, in 
the BenBO that they are solved by the Spiritual powers 
inherent in all men, Clairvoyance and Psychotnetry and 
their results being sanctioned and explained by disem­
bodied intelligences, but not necessarily reached through 
their agency. They are Sciences in the same sense, be­
cause they are based upon Reason and rapable of verifi­
cation by any inveetiyator who will fulfil the requisite con­
dition!, and putting asideall consideration of Spiritual In- I 
tercourse, we can measure the value of Modern Thought, 
and mark the present Btyle of its Progress, better by 
thoso tests than by any others.

We live in an Age, which counts the spots upon the 
wings of a fly, and casts livos into the crucible to dis­
cover the relations of atoms ; while facts such as these 
are flashing in every land their lights through the thin 
and tattered robes of knowledge, these Philosophers of 
Laputa, pursue their old trade, and their Island of as­
sumption too often serves only to shut the Sunshine 
from our Sky.

MELBOURNE PROGRESSIVE LYCEUM.

The nominations for officers for the ensuing six months 
were taken on July 30th, tho following being elected 
without opposition :—

Conductor, Mr. W. H. Terry. 
Vice-Conductor, Mr. Deakin, 
Secretary, Mr. J. Borrowman. 
Treasurer, Mr. H. Edwards. 
Musical Directress, Miss Dwight. 
Librarian, Mr. Joske. 
Watchman, Mr. Debney.

Leaders, Messrs. Bonney, Mincnen, Clay, Fischer, 
Deakin, Edwards, Mesdames Syme, Minchen, Miss 
Haselden, Miss. S. Haselden.

Guards, Masters Terry, A. Joske, P. Jonke, and P. 
Joske, junr. Messrs. Deakin, and Veevers were elected 
guardians of their respective circles on the following 
Sunday.

At the conclusion of the nominations, Mr. 
Deakin, the retiring conductor, read the following 
report :—

COHDCCTOB'S REPOBT.
At this, the conclusion of my term of office, it is my pleasing 

duty to congratulate tho Lyoeum upon the successful character of 
the last few months ; in which such various progress has been 
made, unprecedented in many directions, but I trust permanent 
in *11.

Our limited sphere of choice, together with tho rarity of 
earnestness and ability, had at tho beginning of thia session, been

only too apparent in the scantiness of the attendance and the 
paucity of leaders.

Thia was again felt when the loss of our able Secretary, Mr. 
Bannister, and our leader and librarian, Mr. Round, still more 
enfeebled us, but it has only seemed to evoke the latent powers of 
the members, who joined heartily in the task, not only of replacing 
them by extra effort, but of carrying the efficiency of tho institu­
tion to a higher pitch than ever.

The staff of leaders was completed, the groups were reorganised, 
and tin*  members re-distributed ; the children exhibiting their 
appieciation of the changes, by an increased punctuality, energy, 
and obedience, which has resulted, not otdy in an addition to our 
numbers of some twenty or thirty pupils, but in a perceptible 
advance in conduct and ability in every department.

The Library, which 1 have always regarded as one of the most 
important agencies of the Lyceum, has been augmented by pre­
sentation and purchase to the extent of about forty volumes, of 
standard works in general literature, while by the carefulness and 
attention of the Librarian, Mr. .Ioskc.it has been popularised, 
and its power of usefulness considerably extended. Our atten­
dance books have been repaired, an explanatory address printed 
and distributed, the Banners entirely renewed, the Guides, 
handsomely bound, and their preservation thus secured, while for 
the maintainntice of all, a substantial Cabinet was speedily ob­
tained by the generous exertions of our friends.

Lectures have been provided for every Sunday, and the 
retention of the Truths there enunciated, guaranteed by a system 
of notes in which direction the names of Misses Adelaide and 
Beatrice Bouncy, Miss A. L. Hutchins, Miss Syme, and Miss 
Dalrymple, arc peculiarly prominent. The recitations, and songs 
have multiplied marvellously, and what was once a difficulty 
because of its few votaries presenting themselves, now threatens 
to become so, by the number of aspiring applicants who manifest 
a very great improvement here as elsewhere.

The thanks of the Mcmliers are due. to Mr. Terry for the kind 
manner in which he undertook and fulfilled the Secretary’s 
duties, in addition to his own, and to the same friend together 
with Mr. Joske for the numerous and instructive addresses with 
which they have favored us. To our Treasurer Mr. Edwards, 
to Mrs. Hyme, and the Misses Haselden for their assiduity in 
connection with the subscription list, and no less because of his 
youth, to Master Eugene Mara, for the very praiseworthy manner 
iu which he discharged the rather thankless offices of Guard.

But it is not to a few that we have to look for our success, in 
the past, or in the future, the triumphs we have gained have been 
the results of the unanimity of all. A conductor has but a 
cypher’s inqiortancc in the general sum. for his value he depends 
upon those who stand with him, without them he cando nothing, 
with them be is a unit assisting bis fellows, and it a sense of this 
which induces me to lay before you the flattering verdict of the 
past few months, as au additioual incentive to our assured 
development under the promising administration which next week 
will inaugurate.

ALFRED DEAKIN, Conductor.
Melbourne Progressive Lyceum, 1876.
A vote of tbanks to Mr. Deakin for his efforts on 

behalf of the Lyceum, was moved by Mr. Terry, 
seconded by Mr. Joske and carried unanimously.

Tho recent sessions of tho Lyceum have been well 
attended, tbo available space in tho ball being insufficient 
for tho proper execution of tho Calisthenics, but arrange­
ments are being made to overcome this difficulty.

MELBOURNE SPIRITUALIST AND FREE- 
THOUGHT ASSOCIATION.

On the 13th ult., Mr Bartram lectured on “ Creation 
v. Development." The lecture consisted of an explanation 
of, and objections to, the Materialistic, Evolution and 
singlo Creation theories, and in alluding to the latter 
theory as inadequate to account for the distinct racos of 
mankind, the lecturer suggested the possibility of plu­
rality of creations. In reply to objections urged during 
the debate which followed that ho had not taken any 
definite position Mr Bartram promised to give another 
lecture shortly in which he would present bis own views 
definitely.

Mr 8tow’s lecture (an answer to some objections to 
Spiritualism), given on tho 27th, drew a crowded house. 
The objections principally dealt with were, Delusion, 
The Dovil,and Psychic force. Mr Stow gave illustrations 
trom his own experiences of Phenomena unaccounted 
for by either the first or last theory, and quoted from 
Professor Crooke’s “ Experiments," in support of his 
own. For the benefit of those who supported the Dia­
bolical theory, he constrasted the modern manifestations 
with some of those recorded in the Scriptures and 
showed that the theory applied equally to both.

On 8unday next Mr Tronoweth is to lecture on “ The 
Bible not an Emanation of Divine Wisdom.”

A Library iB being formed for the use of members, 
and the diffusion of liberal principles. Any friends 

Ioskc.it
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having books on Spiritualism, Freethought, or any mind 
expanding subject, which they have done with, can make 
good use of them by forwarding them to the Secretary 
(Mr Drew), or the Librarian (Mr Kelly), as there are 
numbers of earnest truthseekers anxious to get all the 
light they can, but unable to afford a library of their 
own.

THE A. J. DAVIS, “ TESTIMONIAL" Fl* * ND.

LIBRARY OF THE LATE GEO. WALKER, ESQ.

WII. TERRY has entrusted to him for sale by the 
• Executors of the above gentleman, the following Stan­
dard Works : —

Lord Brougham's Works, 11 vol., complete, 30s.
Religion of Rome, 2/.
Students Atlas, Bryce, 2 6.
Lives of the Lord Chancellors (vol 8 only), 1 6.
Law Dictionary, 3 '.
Blackstone's Com|>endeum of the Laws of England. 2/6 
American Law, South 21.
Code of English Law, 2/.
(¡olden Treasury of Thought, 3/. Men of History, 2/6,
Famous Historical Sconces from three Centuries, 3/. 
Political portraits, 2/.
Sketches of Statemen, 2/6.
Historic Americans, T. Parker. 5 .
Historical anti Literary Celebrities. 3/.
Life of Theodore Parker (Frothingham). 10/.
Life of J. M. Peebles, 4/6.
Cremation of the Dead, Eassic, I '6. A world of Wonders, 2/ 
Better views of living, 2/6.
How to read Character, 2,6. Life of Bismarck, 5/-
Memoirs and life of Lord Brougham, by himself, 3 vol«.. 12/6. 
Life an<l times of D. O'Connell, 3,6.
Whig Ministry, Roebuck, 2/-
Journal of the Reigns of George IV., and William IV., by

Greville, 3 vols., 20/- Montaigne’s Essays, 3/6.
Classical Quotations. Riley, 3/.
Eccc Deus. Parker. 2/.
Sermons by Rev. J. Hawcis, 2/6.
Albert Lunel, by Lord Brougham, 3 vols., 3/6.
Oratorical Trainer, Hill, 1/6.
Ollendorf’s German Grammar, 2/.
Wit an<l Wisdom of Sydney Smith, 3/.
German Dictionary, 3/. German Grammar. 2 .
Complete Works of Tbos. Paine, 3 vols., 25/.
Sermons by Theodore Parker, 4/.
Familiar Quotations, 3/, Joan of Arc, 2/.
History of Rationalism, Hurst, 2/6.
Life of Theodore Parker, 2/.
Autobiography of Robert Choopcr, 3/.
Rocks Ahead, W. K. Oreg, 5/. Life of Brougham, 1/.
Physical Perfection, Jaques. 4/.
Philosophy of Shakesperc, 1/6.
Cassells Latin Dictionary 2/.

„ French „ 2/. Stormont’s Dictionary, 1/6.
Rogets Theosaurus, English Words and Phrase. 10/.
Universal Biographical Dix. 6/.
Dictionary of Phrase and Fable, Dr. Brewer, 3/. 
Aristocratic Government, Brougham, 5/.
Democracy and Mixed Monarchy, Brougham, 5/.
Monarcbial Government, Brougham, 7/6. j
• Book about Doctors, Jefferson, 2 vols., 2/. /
Martyr of Erromanga, Campbell, 2/. The Sciolist, 2/.
• Peoples Blue Book, 2/6. World of Anecdote, 3/.
Memoirs of Dr. Chalmers, 2 vols., 5/.
Parliamentary Anecdote, 3/. Memoirs Sydney Smith, 3/. 
Lectures on Preaching, 1/6. A Century of Anecdote, 2/. 
Clerical Anecdote, 1/. Channing’s Works, 8/6.
Book of Proverbs, 2/. Fall of Babylon, 3/. Shakespere, 1/6. 
History of Co-operation, Holyoakc, </•
Gospel of Good and Evil, 8ilver, 4/.
The Alpha, Denny's, 3/. Orators of the Age, 1/6.
Leaders of Public Opinion in Ireland, Lecky, 6/.
Crown Atlas of Modern Geography, 8/.
Dictionary of Quotations, 3/6. Historical Finger Post, 1/6.
Gospel of Jesus, 2/. Future Life, Sweet, 5/,
Carlisle’s Manual of Freemasonery, 2/.
Radical Rhymes, Denton, 4/. Expanse of Heaven, 3/. 
Life of Jesus, by Paul and Judas, 5s.
A Million of Facts on all Subjects, 5/.
Poems from the Inner Life, Doten.fi/.
American Poems, Rossetti. 3/. Humorous Poems, 8/.
Sydney Smiths Essays, 2/. Lectures, Addresses and Literary 

remains of F. W. Robertson, 8/.
The whole of the above works with the exception of those 

marked thus • arc in excellent condition, and these are defective 
only in the binding.

Tiie following amounts have been received towards 
the fund for placing this disinterested worker in a posi­
tion in which ho would bo more at liberty to devote 
himself to further writings. At present his time is oc­
cupied in attending to a book store, and business pur­
suits are inimical to high inspiration. As wo mentioned 
before Mr Davis has never asked pecuniary assistance 
from the public, and was inclined to refuse it when 
offered spontaneously, and we think that those who ap­
preciate liis works, should givo a substantial token of 
their appreciation now. The list will bo open until the
16th iustant, 
York.

when the amount will bo forward to New

W.H.T. ... £1 O 0 H. Bunney.............. £1 l 0
W I.ayhv ... ... 2 2 0 A. Mueller, M.D. ... 1 1 0
J. Morris ... ... O 2 6 A. Deakin................ 1 0 0
A. D. Strachan ... 2 0 0 Henry Cartwright... 5 0 0

PER MR SHAW. CARTLEMA1NK.
Jas. Shaw ... ... £1 0 0 Chas. Pritchard ... «0 10 0
A Friend ... ... 0 10 0 11. Bamford • » 5 0
T Green ... ... 0 10 0 T. Lewis 0 2 6
H. Adam*  ... ... 0 2 6 A Friend ................ 0 6 0
George Adams ... 0 2 6 Mrs Curie ................ 0 2 6

THOUGHTS ON THE LIFE OF JESUS•

Tins Book is a rational examination of the Life, Char 
acter, and Moral Influence of Jesus. After considering 
the argument of that school of Materialists who effect 
to treat him as a Myth, the author discarding the super­
natural element generally associated with this subject 
assumes the natural conception of Jesus, considering 
there is no reasonable ground for rejecting Joseph as 
his father. He thinks it not improbable that his parents 
were connected indirectly with the Essenes, and that 
from them ho imbibed his central ideas of the Father­
hood of God, and brotherhood of man, together with 
that high morality which wns consonant with his nature. 
With some slight reflections on the probabilities of his 
early life, the writer proceeds to consider his character 
as a man. Ho looks upon Jesus as one of those peculiar 
individuals who seem to be possessed of characteristics 
in affinity with all that is good in humanity, whilst his 
Iconoclastic proclivities Drought him in antagonism 
with the priesthood and all those interested in the main- 
tainance of existing systems which were not in harmony 
with his simple religion.

Impartially analysing his virtues and his weaknesses 
and dissociating him from the glamour which tradition 
and priestcraft have cast around him, the author pre­
sents Jesus as an ideal man whose spiritual nature 
tended towards all that was noble and elevating, an exem­
plar whom men might well look up to and follow, but 
not a being to worship. This conception of Christ is 
one which would bring him nearer to humanity, and 
make him acceptable to thousands who now reject him. 
As a pure, noble, disinterested, God-inspired man, his 
teachings and example would have wider influence on a 
rationalistic generation, whose reason rejects a Human 
God.

We seo by the “Stockwhip” iust to hand, that Mr. 
Tyerman has just returned to Sydney after a successful 
vuit to Brisbane, where he had created great consterna­
tion amongst the clergy. We hear, privately, that Mr. 
Tyerman is likely to be in Melbourne (en route for 
Adelaide) shortly, and hope, if such is the case, he will 
arrange to give a lecture at one of the Theatres or larger 
halls whilst here.
‘Thoughts on the Life of Jesus. A book for the Times, Melbourne, 

George Robertson.

Adxrertluomentu

BROYER'S
ECLECTIC BOTANIC MEDICINES.

Herbs, Roots, Barks, Fluid Extracts, and all Eclectic 
and Botanic preparations. Fresh supplies continually 
arriving. Mrs. Broyer can be consulted daily

Eclectic Botanic Dispensary.
64 LYGON STREET. CARLTON, 

  Melbourme._________________  
rilHE HARBINGER OF LIGHT, September, 1870 
JL to August, 1872, in 1 Vol. Cloth, pneo 15s. 1872 

to 1874, 12s.__1874 to 1876, 12s. Or the three volumes
complete to date, .36s. W. II. TERRY.

Doten.fi/
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STEWART & CO., Photographers, 
217 BOURKE STREET EAST, MELBOURNE. 

F»reml«eB Greatly Enlargccl. Four Btudlos
Country Agents

Castlemaine—II. Bamford, Bull Street.
Sandhurst—Mr. J. Williams, 30 Bensan's Arcade. 
St a well—
Taradale—Mr. C. Warren.
Sydney—Mr. P. E Reynolds, 426 George Street.
Adelaide—George Robertson.
Bamawartha—F. G. Eggleston.
Tasmania (West Coast)—W. B. Button, Leven. 

Agents wanted for all parts of the Colony.

J. TYERMAN'S WORKS.
Guide to Spiritualism, 3/.
Spiritualism Vindicated, 1/-
Is there a Devil ? 6d.
Re-incarnation 1/. Is there a Hell ? Id.
Hymn Book, 6d. Creeds and Dogmas, 3d.
Self-Contradiction of the Bible : An abstract of two 

lectures delivered at Sydney. 3d.
On sale by W. II. Terry.

BOTANIC MEDICINES.
All kinds of Botanic Medicines, Keith's Organic 

Preparations, Roots, Barks, Herbs, Tinctures, Fluid 
Extracts and Saturates, English and American, Im­
ported and on sale by W. II. Terry, 84 Russell Street.

Medicines sent to any part of the Colony by post or 
otherwise, on receipt of remittance.

* THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”
THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OE SPIRITUALISM AND 

EREE THOUGHT
Subscription, Town, 5/- per annum; Country, 5 6 

Neighbouring Colonies and Great Britain, 6/- 
Subscriptions date from September to August.

P H O T O - A R T .
BATCHELDER AND CO., 

PHOTOGRAPHERS AND ARTISTS, (Established 1854),
Execute commissions in nil styles of Portraiture— Plain, coloured. or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms. Sjiecimcns at address, 

•4: 1 O O X. I 1VB FS T n E H T E A. S T .

Mocbil Exhibition

SUCCESS THE INDEX OF MERIT. 
PAI.MAM Ql’I MERUIT FF.RAT. 

JOHN- ROSIER.
BQQT MAKE®, 

By Special appoint merit to Hit Errelleney Sir G. E Bowks, o.c.m c 
46 8WAN8TOW 8TREET, MELBOURNE.

Same side and short distance from the Town Hull.

BY ELECTRIC 
TELEGRAPH, 

The West End or

BOURNE. [ Telegram}

To Mr. John Rosier
4G

to

to

OBSERVE : 46 8WANST0N STREET, between Garton’s and 
Rainbow Hotels.

NEAR TOWN HALL, NAME RIDE.

MELBOURNE SPIRITUALIST AND FREE- 
THOUGHT ASSOCIATION.

The above Association meets at the Masonic Ilall, 
Lonsdale Street, every Sunday evening, for the presen­
tation and discussion of all subjects pertaining to the 
spiritual, intellectual, and social advancement of man­
kind.

Conditions of Membership :—Enrolment and the pay­
ment of a riuarterly subscription, the amount of which is 
ftxed by the enrolling member.

Service commences at 7 p.m. J. B. Drew, Sec.
SO Coventry St.. Emerald Hill.

SINGER’S SEWING MACHINES- 
The highest premium in the gift of the public has again been awarded to
THE SINGER SEWING MACHINE COMPANY 

Mnnufacturcra’ Official Returns of Sales for 1873.
These Returns show the sales of the SINGER to have reached 

the enormous sum of 232.444 MACHINES, ns against the decreased 
sum of 1)9,190 Wheeler and Wilson Machines, leaving a Balance 
of 113,254 Machines in favor of the Singer.

The Melbourne Journal of Commerce shows the Victorian 
imports of the SINGER for 1873, to l>c 2471 CASES, VALUE 
£11,226 in excess of the imports of the W. and W. Machines.

The public estimate of the Value of the SINGER for obtaining 
a livelihood wan demonstrated by the late Chicago Fir« Suffeit'rA 
The Machines were the free gift of the committee, and each appli 
cant allowed to select the machine she preferred.Note the Result : Of those ordered, the SINGER COMPANY 
SUPPLIED 2427 ; Wheeler and Wilson. 235 ; Howe, 127 ; Grover 
and Baker, 44 ; Wilcox and Gibbs, 20.—“New York Dispatch.”

STANFORD Sc CO., Corner Bourke and Russell Streets, 
Colonial Agents for the Singer Company.

A N Assortment of 100 Tracts and Pamphlets, on 
AA_ Spiritualism and Freethought subjects, sent to 
any part of Victoria for 5/.

ROBERT KINGSTON,
(FROM MAKER BY

8ANO8TEB8, APPOINTMENT

LONDON), L ti T0 HKR M AJE8TY,

Umbrella |®nhr,
asro. 26 ROYAL JVTLC7VIDE,^xx«3l 30"o. 18 Xla.a'tex-xx Arcade,
Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered with Silk, Satin Cloth, 

Zanilla, and Alpaca.

Will be ready on 1st September.
F. Cap 8vo. cloth. Price, 2s.

Thoughts on the Life of Jesus,
A BOOK FOB THE TIMES,

And of Present day Reflections, on Theology and 
Spiritualism.

W. H. Terry, 84 Bussell Street.
“ The intention of this little work is to stimulate thought con­

cerning two important subjects, viz., Theology and Spiritualism, 
rather than to say very much about either. This object, the 
Author has sought to attain in his ‘ Thoughts on the Life of Jesus;’ 
and it is believed that with unprejudiced minds, his homely re­
marks will find acceptance, and prove the starting point for the 
attainment of higher conceptions.”

MISS ARMSTRONG,
Clairvoyante for Diagnosing Disease,

80 BUSSELL STREET, NEXT DETECTIVE 
OFFICE.

A LARGE BOOM for the ubc of CIRCLES. 
Term», 5/- per evening. 84 Russell-street.

Printed hr E. Purton k Co., at their Office, 106 Elizabeth Street Melbourne 
for the Proprietor, W. H. Terry, and pubUUwd by him at 84 Rumen Street, 
South. Melbourne


