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The Divining Rod

I» our last issue, we briefly alluded to reports of two
seances of the Energetic Circle at Sandhurst, published
in extenso in the Bendigo Advertiser of May 20th and
37th. The same paper of June 10th contains a summing
up of the phenomena witnessed (omitting the tying and
untying of the medium) and the reporter’s conclusions
upon them, and we must confess that a more wordy and
superficial attempt to gloss over the facts, we have rarely
met with. From the introduction, one would certainly
expect at least some logical theory other than the
Spiritual to account for the phenomena witnessed, for he
grandiloquently says: “To simply discuss a subject,
which is apparently inexplicable and contrary to pre-
conceived opinion, with the bald assertion that it is
"all humbug'—even though it really be deserving of such
a stigma as these words embody—without first stating
the reasons for so brusque a dismissal, is unworthy of a
calm investigating mind.” From this, we might reason-
ably assume that the writer felt himself to be possessed
of the particular class of mind alluded to, and wished to
impress his readers with the fact. Had he stopped at
this point, we, and others, in the absence of any evidence
mto the contrary, might have accepted the inference, and
cherished his memory in our minds as a sapient Sand-
hurst reporter; but, alas, he wrote more, and the image
we had conjured up was rudely shattered, and the “calm,
investigating mind ” no longer occupies the form of
our ideal reporter. No sooner has he got through the
recapitulation of the phenomena than he descends from
his lofty pedestal to “common sense,” and common
sense of the most ordinary type. Before proceeding to
use this commodity, he first gives his own definition of it
as “ The immediate or instinctive response which is vouch-
safed, automatically, by the mind, to any question or
appeal which can be answered directlyand follows
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this by Dr. Carpenter’s definition—" The acquired con-
dition of the mind or brain, a condition which embodies
the general resultant of the whole psychical action of the
individual.” From the resultant in this case, we are
necessitated to think that the soul of this reporter is a
small one; wo mean no oflence, he is not the originator
of it, and therefore not responsible,.but, from the out-
come, the general resultant of the soul (or psychical)
action in this case, wo think, we may fairly assume that
the power of this action was limited, very limited. Itis
not an uncommon thing for people whose sense is very
common to imagino themselves cognizant of all the Laws
of Nature, and the present writer falls into that error.
He says—" Now, my (particular) common sense unhesi-
tatingly rofuses to credit that the Laws of Naturo can
for a single moment be subverted,” the assumption from
which legitimately is that the members of the Circle and
Spiritualists generally believe that the varied pheno-
mena which occur in connexion with the subject are
miraculous. This assumption b entirely without foun-
dation; no rational Spiritualist believes in miracles,
believing that all phenomena are in accordance with
natural law, but they have not the presumption to
assume that all the Laws of Nature are within their ken.
Professor Buchanan, who has given his attention to
Psychology and cognate subjects, for the last thirty
years, confesses himself only on the shores of an
immense ocean, and, although conscious that few have
devoted so much time and study to the science as him-
self, believes he is only on the first steps of the vestibule.
He complains of Dr. Carpenter and other scientists of
his class dogmatising upon particular sciences which
they have never specially investigated, without
regard to the accumulated knowledge of experts who
have devoted much time and study to it; but what
would he say to our Sandhurst friend, who, without
pretence to scientific attainments, considers his common
sense the ultima thule of psychological knowledge. The
writer’s ignorance of Chemistry is shewn by his remarks
on the conditions necessary for the production of the
class of phenomena alluded to; would he demand of the
photographer the development of his picture in a light
room, or of the chemist and astronomer the conduct of
the spectrum analysis without darknesB P He does not
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even appear to be aware of Mr. Crookes’s recont experi-
ments in connexion with light, by which he has demon-
strated that Light it a Force capable of moving
ponderable matter. Darkness is only necessary in the
production of thoae phenomena where spiritual chemistry
has to be brought to bear; in the mental phenomena,
trance speaking, clairvoyanco, writing, &c., light is no
obstruction. His objection to “ harmony of mind ” is,
if possible, more irrational than the first. Harmony of
mind a suspicious condition! We have a very grave
suspicion that the mind which could make such an
assertion is not often in that condition, and when he
refers to Spiritualism as “a diluted insanity,” wo are
apt to tb::Jr that his own form of that malady is con-
siderably less diluted, and that his symptoms might be
considerably modified and mental condition improved by
a dilution of rational common sense, combined with a
short course of impartial scientific inquiry. This would
give a little tono and balanco to his mind which it is
evidently now wanting. As the pith of a lady's letter
is proverbially in the postscript, so is the most sensible
sentenco in this writer's article reserved for the last, a
sentence be considers so important as to italicise, viz.,
“ Take it for what it it worth." This wo do, but our
estimate of the value of it is not a high one ; it is some-
thing lees than that of the quantity of papor that it
covers. Next time this “ very special reporter " appears
in print, we trust that good papor will not be deteriorated
by its addition.

Ao”spondfiito.

Oommunicationt for insertion in thii Journal thould be
plainly written, and at ooneite at pottible.

INCREDIBLE STORIES IN THE BIBLE.

TO THE EDITOR 07 THE HARBINGER OP LIGHT.

8ib,—I had recently some conversation with the head
teacher of a State School, on tho strange storieB recorded
in the Bible, and was suprised to find that any intelli-
gent and reasonable man should be so weak as to
supjoBo the book called the Bible can be the Word of

When | come in contact with such men, | invariably
admit that, while truth is in the Bible, all that stands in
the Bible is not true—that is, my conceptions of right
and wrong, my apprehensions of the purity and truth of
God, will not aamit of my believing many things as
recorded in the Bible.

In the Bible I read that when Sisera was routed in
battle, he fled to the tent of Jael (wife to his friend
Heber) for safety; where be was alluringly welcomed
and entertained: “ Then, Jael, Heber's wife, took a
nail ofthe tent, and took a hammer in her hand, and
went softly unto him, and smote the nail into his
temples, and fastened it into the ground: for he was fast
asleep and weary." Then sang Deborah (a prophetess
who judged lIsrael at that time) a so-called inspired
Psalm, unto the Lord God of Israel, reoounting the
horrible atrocity of Jael's deed, and for Jael’s perfidious
and exeorablo murder, Deborah pronounces her “ Blessed
above all women I" and glorifies her abominable perfidy
by an elaborate account of her infamy.

Would any one wish to persuade me that the Lord
God of Israel bad aught to do with that act of treachery
and murder? either in the instigation of the thought, or
the glorification of the deed ?

In the Biblo | read that, when the oxen shook the
Ark, " Uzsah put forth his hand, and took hold of it,”
to prevent its being overturned ; a very natural, and (as
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it seems to me) a very commendable act; but, in the
next verse, | read: " And the anger of the Lord was
kindled against Uzzab, and God smote him there, for
his error : and there ho died by the Ark of God.” This
is more than strange, and 1 am not singular in this
opinion, for “ David was displeased, because the Lord
bed made a breach upon Uzz.ah.

In the Bible I read, the all just God was angry with
Abimelech for acting according to the deceﬁtions played
off upon him by both Abraham and Sarah. Abraham
deceived Abimelech by telling him that Sarah was his
sister; and Sarah got a cutting reproof from Abimelech
for her deceit in having told him that Abraham was her
brother ; and when Abimelech confessed unto the Lord,
saying, “ In the integrity of my heart and innocency of
my hands have | done tliis," God said, in reply, ““I know
that thou didst this in the integrity of thy heartyet,
| read that a miraculouB barrenness was Bent on “ all the
wombs of the house of Abimelech, because of Sarah,
Abraham's wife!” and, moreover, that the integrity and
innocency of Abimelech were punished by God, ana that
the punishment was bought off by Abimelech’s valuable
presents to Abraham, who had so wickedly deceivod
Abimelech. Can Mr. S. believe this strange story as it
stands in the Bible? 1 cannot. Nor do I give credit
to any one of the many relations in the Bible wherein
God is represented as the author or the countenancer of
any unjust deed, or any act of impurity.

| should not bo surprised at Mr. S.'s undertaking to
justify Joshua's exterminating slaughter of the Canaan-
ites, Samuel's equally horrible war on the Amalekites,
Elijah's butchery of unbelievers, and all other similarly
inhuman and atrocious deeds. It is this extraneous
matter which damages the Bible in the estimation of all
thinking minds, for they cannot possibly admit of the
Almighty's participation in any species of wickedness,
though prefaced with tho imposing words “Thus saith
the Lord."

In the 24th chapter of 2nd Samuel, | read, “ Again
tho angor of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and
he moved David against them to say, * Go, number
Israel and Judah,"'and David did so; and the Lord
punished David for numboring the people—punished him
for his obedience. This, Mr. Editor, is what Peter would
designate “hard to be understood.” Fortunately, the
same transaction is recorded in 21st chapter of 1st
Chron., which runs thus: “And Satan stood up against
Israel and provoked David to number Israel," and David
did so ; ana the Lord punished David for numbering the
people. This is a very different relation of the trans-
action, and intelligible enough, but whioh is the accurato
one? Which of the two are we to believe? or are we
to believe both with equal faith ? Preachers expect us
to believe all that stands printed in the Bible! of the
wouders Performed by the magical rods of Moses and
Aaron, of the ramparts of a city falling down at the
sound of famB horns, of an ass speaking in human lan-
guage, and all other wonderful things which we find in
tho Bible.

Does Mr. S. really believe it was literally a serpent
that tempted Mother Eve ? Does he believe that in the
most natural sense angels begat giants of the daughters
of men? Does he believe it is an historical fact that
the Lord God dined off Abraham's veal, cakes, butter,
and milk, sitting under a tree? Does he believe that
Lot’s wife was changed from a walking creature of flesh
and blood and bones into a veritable pillar of salt? Does
he believe that the sun and moon literally, and in the
most natural sense, stood still about a whole day P—does
he believe that the shadow was really brought ten
degrees backward on the dial ?

If Mr. 8. believes but this half-dozen items (not to
mention many more) in their literal and most natural
sense, then, he is indeed a most wonderftil Believer.

Were we to credit all that sectarists tell us, Mr.
Editor, we might well be without hope in the world.
One religious teacher assured me, very seriously, that
the sprinkling I had received at infant baptism was of
no avail, as nothing short of a thorough ducking (which
ho styled immersion) could insure me of a heavenly
inheritance. Others have told me that unless I am one
of the few elected to be saved, 1 must of dire necessity
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be damned. Our mother Church insists on my believing
faithfully the so-called Athanasian creed (which nobody
seems to understand) and would frighten me into the
belief of it, by the declaration that, if | do not believe it,
“ without doubt | shall perish everlastingly." Another
maintained that a belief in the perpetuity of future
punishment is “an essential requisite in every man's
salvation."

But, Mr. Editor, | should be wanting in due regpect,
as well as in Christian charity, were | not to admit the
right of all these different sects to cherish their peculiar
notions. | do not expect ever to meet with an indivi-
dual who thinks as I think, on all points—it cannot be!
and since | claim the right of thinking for myself, 1 am
bound to concede a like right to everyone else. The
Trinitarians think that the eternal co-oxistence of God
the Father and God the Son, is the Scriptural doctrine.
Tho Arians think the Begetter must have existed before
tho Begotten. The Latin Church believes that tho Holy
Ghost proceeded from the Father and the Son. The
Greek Church believes that the Holy Ghost proceeded
from the Father alone. And every particular sect enter-
tains some peculiar notion, tenet, or belief, every one of
which beliefs has been supported by hundreds of con-
scientious followers; a few of them have been maintained
by learned disputants; others have been adopted by
thousands of enthusiastic votaries ; some of them have
been propagated by violence and resisted by endurance;
many of them have had their persecutors and their
martyrs ; and ench and all of these beliefs have been
entertained by individuals claiming tho right of private
judgment for themselves, though not possessed of suffi-
cient generosity to allow the right of private judgment
to thoso who differed from them in opinion. 1 am not
of any sect or party ; with Partyism and Sectarism |
have dono. | believe in Universal Brotherhood, in the
duty of bearing and forbearing, in doing good to others,
even though that good should be evil spokon of; and he
who is not prepared to sacrifice something for the sake
of his belief, it matters very little what he believes. Had
it been in the order of Omniscience that we should all
think alike, we should have been furnished with other
Scriptures than those we now possess.

Is it not a flagrant reproach, Mr. Editor, to the
scholars of this boastedly “enlightened age,” that we
have not a Bible which communicates to us the true
meaning of tho original Scriptures: that is, wo have not
in 1876 a faithful version of those ancient writings
clearly expressed in English words. Tho reader may
fancy the Innumerable alterations and interpolations it
must have undergone, in the exclusive hands of the
Romish Church for above one thousand years ; and how
doubtful of acceptation it must now be, after having
Eassed through such impure, unworthy, and dishonest

ands. To the same power may be attributed the noto-
rious interpolations in the ancient MSS. of the New
Testament, of several remarkable passages, two of which
(says the Spectator of 17th instant) are struck out by
the Revision Committee, viz., the last seven verses of
the last chapter of Mark and the 7th verse of the 5th
chapter of the 1st Epistle of John. We may hope,
therefore, to be furnished with a passably accurate
translation shortly.—Yours, &c.,

LAYMAN.

Vaughan, June 19th, 1876.

THE BIBLE.

Tub Eromoters of what goes by the nemo of the Bible Combi-
nation had their grand meeting on Monday. But whatever their
strength in numbers, they are decidedly weak iu argument. They
are not quite agreed among themselves, some of them insisting on
tlie whole Bible, others being willing to accept the Bible less the
portions which are considered unsuitable for the teaching of
morality in primary schools. The rev. speakers liberally abused
those who differed” from them, the Catholics being treated as
bigots, and the secularists as inridels.  The ultimate effect of this
attempt to force the Bible on to the public schools will probably
be to exclude the Bible altogether. e have a large amount of
Scripture teaching at present, with its consequent moral influence,
and if the clergy would only let tbe'thing alone we might con-
tinue thia Scripture for an indefinite length of time. The secu-
larists, who dislike it, have never been violent against it, but the
cleroy, with the loudest professions of the opp osite intention, are
doin(l; all they can to force the nation towards the inevitable
secular policy. —Sydney Correspondent of the Arfie.
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PRACTICAL RELIGION.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE UABBINOER OF LIOHT.

Sts,—Please to enter my name on your list of
Spiritists. | would, however, like to see you attempt a
union on a more decided and universal foundation ; one
that would include the good of every sect and nation, the
universal brotherhood of mankind—all who believe in
the great Master Mind “ men call God, and know no
more,” whose Will is truth, right, and happiness, and
the violation of whose laws produces suffering and
destruction. Some call Him Nature, but " what is in a
name,” as long as the power is honoured and tho laws
obeyed ?

Jesus attempted this on a sure foundation, but failed»
through the treachery of his pretended followers, not-
withstanding he had warned his disciples that many
false prophets should arise in his name and deceive
many ; that “ they should beware of false prophets which
should come to thorn in sheeps' clothing, but inwardly
are ravening wolves and surely it ought to be our
object to gather back the lost sheep to tho fair pastures
and the Good Shepherd, who taught that “ every king-
dom divided against itself would come to desolation.”
If this be true, apd who snail deny it, it is absolutely
necessary to adopt some means to re-unite together the
various divisions of the so-called Kingdom of Heaven,
the Christian Church. What better means can be
adopted than that of loaving the commandments of men
and returning to “ whbat is written in the Scriptures,”
“ tho all things Jesus commanded,” *“ the sure founda-
tion " chosen by him.

Ho taught that it was “ his meat and his drink to do
the will of His Heavenly Father.” “Not every one,"
saith He, “ that saith unto me, Lord ! Lord! shall enter
into the Kingdom of Heaven, but he that dooth the will
of My Father who is in Heaven.” *“ Therefore, whoso
heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, is like
unto a wise man which built hie house upon a rock.”
Matt, viii., 15, 21, 24.

In short, love to God, and love to our fellow men,
repentance, reformation, and self-abnegation, and living
to God through the hope of eternal life, ptactical obe-
dience, appear to have been the leading features of the
teaching of Jesus, as contained in the first three
Gospels.

Proposed “ Peace Makebb' Society."

“ Blessed aro tho peacemakers, for they shall be called
the children of God. Matt, v., 9.

The object of this society is to endeavour to unite
together in harmony, men of every creed and nation,
who love God and tneir fellow men. These duties being
more than all the burnt offerings and %acrifices, for on
them hang all the law and the prophets; f in short,
they contain the essence of all genuine religion.?

As in every nation those wno fear God and work
righteousness are accepted of him, § those who God
accepts ought not to be rejected by us. Matt, vii., 12.
We believe that the effect of love to God will be
obedience to His laws, that obedience to these wiU pro-
duce peace, unity, and happiness, while disobwience
results in suffering. That both the living and the dead
are rewarded according to their works. Matt, vi., 14,
15; vii, 1, 2, 12.

Propoted Suite.

1. Sound, moral characters required of members.

2. A profession of love to God and to man.

8. That they will endeavour to live according to that
profession.

4. That each member shall enjoy the right of private
judgment on all other matters.

5. That they avoid discussing differences of opinion
on minor matters, unless mutually desired. Matt, vii-,
12.

6. That they do not cast reflections on each other's
creeds or churches, our object being the cultivation of
harmony, fellowship, unity, and co-operation.

7. That a meeting should be held once a month.

= Mark xiL, 29, 88. f Mark xxil,, 37, 40.

$ Acts x., 86.

J Luke x, 26, 28.
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8. And an annual gathering take place.

Please read Psalms to 7—17.; Ezra xx., 20, 23;
Micah vii., 6—8; Hosea vi.*6; Matt, ix., 13; Matt,
Xii, 7—50.

E.

KING'S UKASE.

Dear Habdikoer,—Since my last letter Fublished in
your previous issue, King, the chief controlling spirit of
the Energetic Circle, has continued his usual manifesta-
tions. He has instructed us to look out for another
medium, of much power, to sit with our present one,
with a view to further and more varied developments;
but, at the same time, has cautioned us against being in
a hurry, as much depends upon a prudent selection.
King very justly pointed out to us that, it would not be
easy to find one so punctual and obliging as our present
one, and we were not to anticipate when we did find one
that his or her Powers would be developed all at once.
He (King) would assist us in selecting a suitable person
for the onerous position. The selection need not be
confined to a young person. Mrs. P., for instance,
would have been the best had Bhe been a resident of
Sandhurst, and could have attended regularly; but, as
it was, we must look out for another. With reference
to the admission of strangers to the circle, King said :—
“Two years and a half ago | forbade you to admit
non-members to our seances, but you continued to do so
notwithstanding what 1 told you. The conditions are
as fine as a thread, and the presence of visitors, though
you may not think so, constantly interferes with them.
Your magnetism comeB to us charged with your own
wishes or minds, and, as a result, we are compelled to
say yes, when we would otherwise say no. Itis thus
you generally carry your point; but you lose more than
you gain by doing it. 1 now tell you, as you have
nothing on your minds to overpower us, that in future
you must admit no non-members whatever. You must
not even ask us for our permission to do so. When we
think it may be done without detrimentto your progress,
we, of our own will and accord, will tell you so.” The
circle, therefore, have resolved to rigidly adhere to
King's instructions, feeling assured that he knows best,
and would not have issued them had he not deemed them
necessary. So friends will understand until this ukase
is revoked, that no more visitors—be they spiritualists
or not, can be admitted to the Energetic Circle. When
anything specially interesting transpires at our seances
I will acquaint your readers with it.

The late BeanceB we had with Mrs. Paton, of Castle-
maine, on of T-nights, have been productive of good to the
cause of spiritualism. The startlin? manifestations
witnessed on the two occasions that lady was present
with us have caused a great deal of inquiry to be made
as well aB private discussions among the neophytes. It
is oftentimes interesting and amusing to the initiated to
listen to these discussions. The silly and absurd
opinions expressed on the subject, and the total ignor-
ance displayed of it—even by men of education, afford
food for reflection. Then, too, the mere laughing jack-
asses who presume to sit in judgement on a matter they
know nothing about—and, from their purely material
organisations are never likely to know either,—serve as
a warning to Spiritualists that they should not cast their
pearls before swine by opening their seances to every
booby who may express a wish to be admitted to them;
but should remember that those worthy of entrance
should be spiritually minded and attracted towards their
eauBB naturally. * Oh,” say these human animals, with
their spirits as yet undeveloped, " how are we to know
about it if we are not allowed admittance to your circle ?
We wonder, now, if the spirits would tell us who is to
win the horse race to-morrow, or where we can get a
rich quart« reef.” Spiritualists should reply to all such
persons:—““We fear you will never make good spirit-
ualists. You will have to grow more spiritual in your
natures first, either in this world or the next, before you
can understand it; and as for giving you exclusive
information about such material things you would, in
the first instance, be asking the spirits to encourage
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idleness, gambling, drunkenness and cruelty to animals ;
and in the second, it might be done were you famed for
your generosity of disposition, your large-hearted
beneficence to the poor, and that they were well assured
if they gave you Buch a knowledge you would use the
wealth thus conferred upon you for these high and
holy purposes. And that, as a consequence, you would
lead more industrious and more spiritual lives.” Were
spiritualists to take such a stand with all such persons
asking for admission to their circles, they would soon
find out who were in earnest, and who were mere
curiosity seekers. And such inquirers as | have roughly
indicated—I mean those of the turf and reef tribe—
would soon be got rid of. The same remarks apply to
the numerous class of penny-a-liners of the press, who
know nothing of spiritual matters, and who very often
believe in nothing. Spiritualism has nothing to expect
from such persons, who, aB a rule, view its phenomena
either through materialistic spectacles ; or, from fear of
their own printer’s devil, can only look upon it through
the eyes of their own particular newspaper. From all
such inquirers into spiritualism *“ Good Lord deliver us.”
But I must not enlarge further on this theme, only, let
me add, that all honest investigators cannot be too
prudent in dealing with applications for admission to
their seances. In other words, they should not make
their cause too cheap. The majority of applicants are
not in earnest, and, therefore, are not entitled to the
smallest consideration ; and those who are so let them
be urged to form circles for themselves. Were this plan
carried out, more mediums would be discovered, and our
cause would attract to it all those who are naturally
inclined that way. It is not desirable, in my humble
opinion, that it should be forced upon unwilling minds,
but rather that our fellow creatures should be attracted
to it as their intellects open to receive its glorious

truths.
THE CHAIRMAN.
Sandhurst, 19th June, 1876.

“THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST."

We have received the first numbers of “ The Ameri-
can Socialist,” published at Oneida, New York, the
principal object of which is the encouragement of
socialistic views. In its early days the ““New York
Tribune," under the editorship of Horace Greeley,advo-
cated Socialism, and for the time gave the movement an
impetus, but the failure of the practical experiments
checked the progress of the movement. The “ Phalanx 'r
in England, and the “ Harbinger ” in America, vigorously
advocated social principles for some time, but though
very ably conducted, both failed for want of adequate
support. The present paper is inclined to tread in the
more modorate track of the “ Harbinger,” and take up
the work where that paper and the “ Tribune ” left it.
It is announced as their “ hope” “to be able, with the
experience both of failure and success which has now
accumulated, to solve the question which has so long
been the despair of theorists—how to form communities
that shall be sure of permanence and success.” The
paper is very well got up, and amongst other interesting
matter, we notice an account of a visit to the Chittenden
medium, Mrs. Mary Huntoon.

SCIENTIFIC PREJUDICE.

We regret to observe that the majority of the St.
Petersburg commission, for the investigation of Spiri-
tualism, have imitated the example of the London and
Harvard professors, in exhibiting a strong bias against
the subject. They not only insist upon dictating their
own conditions to the mediums, but have limited the
period of their investigations to May last, thereby
excluding the celebrated and trustworthy medium, Dr.
Slade, who could not reach St. Petersburg in time.
They are evidently afraid of having their theories
upset.

Erbatum—In “ Layman’s” letter, in last issue, No.
15 should read “ according to what he hath and not ac-
cording to what he hath not."
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BEHIND THE VEIL.

{From the Truthseeker.)
In Mr. Ruskin’s 24th letter “to a workinj man

Sunderland,” occurs this passage :—" Testen
noon | called on Mr. H. C. Sorby, to see some of the
results of an inquiry he has been following all last year,
into the nature of the colouring matter of leaves and
flowers. You most probably have heard (at all events,
may with little trouble hear) of the marvellous power
which chemical analysis has received in recent dis-
coveries respecting the laws of light. My friend showed
me the rainbow of the rose, and the rainbow of the
violet, and the rainbow of the hyacinth, and the rainbow
of forest leaves being born, and the rainbow of forest
leaves dying; and, last, he showed me the rainbow of
blood. It was but the three-hundredth part of a grain,
dissolved in a drop of water, and it cast its measured
bars, for ever recognisable now to human sight, on the
chord of the seven colours. And no drop of that red
rain can now be shed, so small as that the stain of it
cannot be known, and the voice of it heard out of the
ground.” This illustrates one of the most curious and
suggestive of modern discoveries—that we only Bee a
very limited part of what there is to see in Nature, that
we only see tnat portion, in short, which our very limited
organ of vision enables us to see. That sounds like a
truism, and so it is; but what immense conclusions are
suggested by it when Science teaches us that, as com-
pared with actual, probable, and possible objects around
us, our range of vision is of the humblest kind !

Professor Cook, in his “ Religion and Chemistry,”
says: “When we reflect that there are waves of light
and sound of which our dull senses take no cognisance;
that there is a great difference even in human percepti-
vity, and that some men, more gifted than their fellows,
can see colours and hear sounds which are invisible or
inaudible to the great bulk of mankind, you will appre-
ciate how possible it is that there may be a world of
mpiritual existence round us, inhabiting the globe,
enjoying the same nature— in fact, the wonders of the
New Jerusalem may be in our midst, and the songs of
the angelic hosts filling the air with their celestial har-
monies, although unseen by us.” Sir W. R. Grove, in
his “ Correlation of Physical Forces,” also goes so far as
to say : “ Myriads of organised beings may exist, imper-
ceptible to our vision, even if we wore among them.” A
great many years ago—Ilong before Sorby and Tyndall
experimented ; long before Cook, and Grove, and Rus-
kin wrote—a poor youth, named Andrew Jackson Davis,
without education, without books, without any of the
modern Miggestions of Science, said that he saw, in a
“ superior *”condition, the very things that ought to be
seen by eyes adapted to such fine issues. The descrip-

“tion of his vision—or call it what we will—occurs in his

Autobiography, published, we believe, in 1857. At the
time, that part oi the world which paid any attention to
the book, put down the seer as a lunatic or an imposter.

It will, however, be curious, and will add an interesting
chapter to the history of the anticipations of Science by
the seer, should the singularly vivid descriptions of the
boy “ clairvoyant” turn out to be scientifically verifiable.
Here, at all events, is the extract:—

““This particular event occurred, | think, on the eve of the first of
January, 1844. At that time (and during the four subsequent
years) | could not recall to my mind, when out of this condition,
auything which I had seen or said while in it. But now the vast
scene breaks upon my memory in all the vividness and beauty
with which it was originally invested ; and | can view and inves-
tigate—with far more certainty and with deeper satisfaction—the
same fields in connection with still higher planes of existence and
thought

Before | seated myself, facing the operator, | observed a few
individuals in the room ; as usual, they were after tests and
wonders ; but I had, at the time, but little idea of having anything
resembling a successful experiment. 1 knew as yet but very
little of the nature of magnetism ; had not learned anything defi-
nitely of the wonderful phenomenon of clairvoyance ; did not, in
fact, entertain a clear conception of any such condition. Never-
theless, the mystic magnetic state was completely induced in less
than thirty minutes.

I observed an intense blackness before me—apparently extending
hundreds of, miles into space, and enveloping the earth. This
reminded me of my first night’s experiment. Gradually, however,
this midnight mass of darkness lifted and disappeared ; and, as

039

gradually, my perception was awakened and enlarged. All things
in our room—together with the individuals in it—were sur-
prisingly illuminated. Each human body was glowing with many
colours, more or leas brilliantand magnetical. The figure of each
person was enveloped in a light atmosphere which emanated
from it. The same emanation extended up the arms, and pervaded
the entire body. The nails had one sphere of light surrounding
them, the hair another, the ears another, and the eyes still
another ; the head was very luminous—the emanations, taken in
combination, spreading out into the air from four inches to as
many feet.........cooeveiiiiiciies

The utter novelty of tins view overwhelmed my mind with
astonishment and admiration. | could notcomprehend it. Again
1 felt confounded, and could not feel perfectly certain that | was
living on earth. It seemed that the whole earth, with all of its
inhabitants, had been suddenly translated into some Elysium. |
knew then of no language which could describe my perceptions
hence, | did not yield the slightest exclamation, nor attempt an
utterance; but continued to observe, as ono in solitude, with a
feeling of unutterable joy and holy reverence. A few momenta
more, dear reader, aud | not only beheld the exteriors of the
individuals in that room—clothed with light as it were—but |
also as easily perceived their interiors, and then, too, the hidden
sources of those luminous magnetical emanations. In my natural
or ordinary state, remember, | had never seen the organs of the
human viscera ; but now | could sec all the organs and their
functions—the liver, the spleen, the heart, the lungs, the brain—
all with the greatest possible ease. The whole body was trans-
parent as a sheet of glass | It was invested with a strange, rich,
spiritual beauty. It looked illuminated as a city. Every
separate organ had several centres of light, besides being enveloped
by a general sphere peculiar to itself. And 1 did not see the
physical organ only, but its form, aspect, and colour also, simply
by observing the |[>cculiar emanations surrounding it. For
example : 1 saw the heart—surrounded by one general combina-
tion of living colours—with s|>ecial poiuts of illumiuation
thters|>crsc The auricles and ventricles, together with their
orifices, gave out distinct flames of light; and the pericardium
was a garment of magnetic life, surrounding and protecting the
heart while in the performance of its functions. The pulmonary
or rcspitorial department was also illuminated with beautiful
flames, but of different magnitude and colour. The various air-
chambers seemed like so many chemical laboratories. The fire in
them wrought instantaneous chemical changes in the blood that
flowed through the contiguous membranes; aud the great
sympathetic nerve, whose roots extend throughout the lower vis-
cera, aud whose topmost branches are- lost in the superior strata
of the sensorium, appeared like a column of life, interwoven and
super-blended with a soft and silvery fire |

The brain was likewise very luminous with prismatic colours.
Every organ of the cerebellum and cerebrum emitted a light
peculiar to itself. 1 could easily discern the size of the organ by
the shape and intensity of its emanations. This view, | well
remember, excited in me much admiration. But | was so deeply
in the magnetic condition, and so impoverished in language, that
I neither manifested any delight nor described a particle of
anything which | then beheld. In some jiortions of the smaller
brain | saw gray emanations, and in other portions lower and
darker shades of this colour—in many and various degrees of
distinctness—down to a sombre and almost black flame.

Ou the other hand, in the higher portions of the larger or
superior brain, | saw flames which looked like the breath of
diamonds. At first | did not understand the cause of these
beautiful breathings; but soon 1 discovered them to be the
thoughts of the individuals concerning the strange phenomena then
manifested in my own condition. Still I continued, my observa-
tions. The superior organs of the cerebrum pulsated with a soft,
radiant fire ; but it did not look like any fire or flame that | had
seen on earth. In truth, the brain seemed like a crown of
spiritual brightness—decorated with shining crescents and
flaming jewels. Here 1 will parenthetically remark, that what
is thus natural to the human brain in this its first stage of
existence, is preserved and indescribably improved in the Spirit
Land to which we all are surely tending. Each brain teemed
different—different in the degrees, modification, and combina-
tions of the flames and colours—but very, very ~autiful| From
the brain | saw the diversified currents of life or magnetic fire, as
they flowed through the system. The bones appeared very dark
or brown ; the muscles emitted in general a red light; the nerves
gave out a soft, golden flame ; the venous blood a dark, purple
tight ; the arterial blood a bright livid sheet of fire, which
constantly reminded me of the electric phenomena of the clouds.
Verily, gentle friend, | saw every ligament, and tendon, and
cartilaginous and membraneous structure, each illuminated with
different sheets and magnetic centres of living light, which
indicated and set forth beautifully the presence of the spiritual
principle,

Thus | saw not only the real physical structures themselves, but
also their indwelling essences and vitalic elements. Another
thing was very remarkable : | knew the individuals had garments
upon them, because I could see an element of vitality, more
or lest distinct, in every fibre of clothing upon their person/ Just
as you would look, by an act of volition, from the blisters in a pane
of glass, through it, at the objects and scenes beyond, so aould
I discern—and that, too, without a conscious effort—the whole
mystery and beauty of the human economy, and enjoy that
festive illumination which the ten thousand flames of the golden
candles of life imparted to every avenue, pillar, chamber, window,
and dome, of the numan temple |

But the sphere of my vision now began to widen. | could sec
the life of nature in the atoms of the chairs, tables, Ac.; 1 could
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see them with far more »atinfaction—a rcganlathcir use, structure
locality—than | ever remembered to have known in my ordinary
state. Next, | could distinctly perceive the walls of the house.
At first, they seemed vely dark and opaque ; but soon became
brighter, and then transparent; and. presently, | could see the
walls of the adjoining dwelling. These also immediately became
light, and vanished—melting like clouds before my advancing
virion. | could now see the objects, the furniture, and persons,
in the adjoining house, as easily as those in the room where | was
situated.

Al this moment | heard the voice Of the operator. He inquired
*if | could hear him s|>cak plainly.” | replied in the affirmative
He then oskcil concerning my feelings, and < whether | could
discern anything." On replying affirmatively, he desired me to
convince some persons that were present, by « reading the title of
a book, with the lids closed, behind four or five other book ”
Having tightly secured my bodily eves with handkerchiefs, he
then placed the buokson n horizontal line with my forehead, and
| saw and read the title without the slightest hesitation. This
test and many experiments of the kind wefe trial. ami repeated ;
and the demonstration of vision, independent of the physical
organs of sense, was clear ami unquestionable.

At length, feeling somewhat exhausted, | resigned myself to a
deeper sleep which seemed to be stealing over my outer form.
Presently, my former perception returned with greater power.
The village was now instantly subjected to my vision. It was
now as easy for me to sec the people moving alxiut their respective
houses as in the open thoroughfares, ami it was also as easy to
see their most interior selves as the external lights and shades of
their physical Indies.

‘Twas the first of January, remen.lwr—cold, bright, cloudless,
frosty, beautiful | A piercing wintry wind swept o’er the earth,
chilling and freezing as it went; but my perceptions waved on—
the village with its inhabitants melted away before me, and my
enjoyment was greater ami fresher thnn ever | cx|»crienccd in the
glow and beauty of May or June.

By a process of interpenetration, ns | now term it, 1 was
placid en rapport with Nature | The spirit of Nature and my
spirit had instantly and for the first lime formed —what seemed
to me to be—a kind of psychological or sympathetic acquaintance
—the foundation of a high and eternal communion. Her spneions
cabinet was thrown (spen tome, and it seemed that | was the sole
visitor at Nature's fair—a royal banquet!

The properties and chsoucch of planta were distinctly visible.
Every fibre of the wild flower, or atom of the mountain-violet,
was radiant with its own |>cculinr life. The capillnry ramifica-
tions of tho streamlet-mosses—the fine nerves of the cicut.i-planl,
of the Imly's-slip|)cr. and of flowering vines—nil were laid open to
my vision. 1 saw the living elements and essences flow ami play
through these simple forms of matter ; and in the Rome manner
I saw the many and various trees of tho forests, fields, and hills,
all filled with life and vitality of different hues and degrees of
refinement. It seemed that | could sec the localities, propertie»,
qualitie», v»e», and e»»ence» of erery form and tpeeie» of wild
vegetation, that had an existence anywhere in the earth’s con-
stitution. The living, vivid beauty and overawing sublimity of
this vision I cannot even now describe ; although, as the reader
will see, | have since frequently contemplated scenes far more
beautiful and ineffable.

But my perceptions still flowed on | The broad surface of the
earth, for many hundred miles, before the sweep of my vision—
describing nearly a semicircle—became transparent as the purest
water. The deep alluvial and diluvial depositions were distin-
guishable from the deeper stratifications of stone and earth, by
the comparative and superior brilliancy of the ingredients of the
former. Earth gave off one particular colour, stones another, and
minerals still another. When first | discerned a bed of minerals
—it was vein of iron-ore—I remember how | started and shivered
with a sensation of fright. It seemed that the earth tea» on fire |
The instantaneous elimination of electricity, from the entire mass,
gave the appearance of a deepseated furnancc under the earth.
And my agitation was not lessened by perceiving that the»» rirers
of mineral fire ran under the ocean for hundreds of miles, and yet
were not diminished in a single flame—yea, could not be ex-
tinguished |

Innumerable beds of sine, cocrper, tilrer, limestone, and gold.
next arrested my attention ; and each, like the different organs in
the human body, gave off diverse kinds of luminous atmospheres.
All these breathing emanations were more or less bright,
variegated, and beautiful. Everything had a glory of its own |
Crystalline bodies emitted soft, brilliant, azure and crimson
emanations. The various salts in the sea sparkled like livin
gems; sea-plants extended their liroad arms, filled witl
hydrogenous life, and embraced the joy of existence; the deep
valleys and dim-lit ravines, through which old ocean unceasingly
flows, were peopled with countless minute animals—all permeated
and pulsating with the spirit of Nature ; while the sides of ocean-
mountain»—far, far beneath, the high pathway of travel and
human commerce—seemed literally studded with emeralds,
diamonds, gold, silver, pearls, and sparkling gems, beyond com-
putation.

In this mystic vision, gentle reader, | saw everything just as
you will—with the penetrating senses of the spirit—after you
pass away from the visible body at Iph%/sical death. It was very,
very beautiful to see everything clothed with an atmosphere |
Every little grain of salt or sand ; every minute plant, flower, and
herb; every tendril of the loftiest trees—their largest and
minutest leaves ; the weighty mineral and ponderous animal forms,
ati«tingin the broad fields now before me—each and all were
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clothed with a dark, or brown, or gray, or red, blue, green, yellow,
or white atmosphere—divided and tiubdivided into an almost
infinite variety of degrees of intensity, brilliancy, and refinement.

In my glorious vision, | well remember how ! gazed at the
little plants in the fields—and saw, lovingly encircling each one,
an atmosphere of life peculiar to itself. This golden and hazy
emanation—encircling some species of vegetation—was apparently
from four inches to eight feet in diameter. Some animals gave
off a sombre sphere three or four feet thick, and beyond this a
very dark, thin air—ns many feet more—which shaded off into
the surrounding space.

| saw the different crystalline Ix»dies of the earth net upon each
other, and, intermediately, u|x>n the solid substances to which
they were attached—by mean of a generous commingling of their
magnetic emnnntions. | saw the flower exhale their odours, with
which perfume they clothed themselves, and then formed
attachment with neighbouring flowers—by bieathing out upon
them, according to a spontaneous blending of spheres, the sweet
breath of their life. There was not a dew-drop, chambered in the
jK-talsof the rose, that did not glitter with a living essence—
prophetic of coming animation ! | saw currents of electricity
ilowing from a mineral bed in one portion of the earth, to its
kindred (but positive) neighljour in another department of the
same hemisphere. And 1 saw the little flames, arising from the
essences of plants and trees, leap upward into flowing currents
which were instantly absorbed and wafted away to more foreign
and proper destinations.

No, no. language can not describe this scene | Sufficient to
say. that all Nature was radiant with tounties lights, with
atmospheres, with colours, with breathings, and with €manation
—all throbbing and pulsating with an indestructible life-essence
—which seemed just ready to graduate and leap up into the
human constitution | Everything apparently emulated to be
Man | But | could no longer endure the exquisite happiness—I
felt incapable of maintaining a quiet feeling—my emotions had
licconic so deep and unutterable!

1 now yearned for a companion, for association. For a moment
| realized painfully that | was viewing all this magnificence
alone ! This thought made me feel isolated also, and incapable of
retaining my recollection. Whereupon | began to think yearn-
ingly of the village -of the room in which 1 had taken a scat for
the magnetic experiment—of the individuals whom | had seen in
the room—of the operator, too—and, immediately, my vision
began to diminish and contract. The distnnt continents, oceans,
fields, hills, forests—all gradually faded and disappeared. The
effulgent lights were left far behind! Now, | could discern, as
I»efore, the interior condition of those in the room, and the face
of the operator also, who now said : “ Come, come, Jackson,
you’ve been very still! Can you see anything—have you any-
thing to say?” | made an effort to describe what | have been
writing in this chapter. | remember how | struggled for a few
words ; but, as | wns about to relinquish al) attempts thereat, |
involuntarily exclaimed, in a low and tremulous voice,” ““How
beautiful!”

I heard my own accents, and neverdid | stronger realize the
the total inexpressiveness and impotenev of human language |
At that time | said and beheld no more. In a few moments | felt
the hand of the operator passing over my head. Soon | returned
to my ordinary state, with not a single vestige—of what | had
seen—alive in my external memory. Therefore, all that | have
herein related is a revival of the impressions that were then made
upon my mind.”

All thia, that onco appeared to be mere rhapsody or
raving, has risen into some importance in the light of
late discoveries in science. It will be read with special
interest by those who havo paid any attention to the
tnew book, “Tho Unseen Universe,” of which we are
giving an account In these pages.

THE LATE MR. GEORGE WALKER.

A vebt general feeling of regret has been expressed
by the spiritualists of Melbourne at the sudden
and unexpected demise of Mr. George Walker, late
of the Bank of New South Wales. Mr. Walker was a
staunch and consistant spiritualist and reformer, and
lectured on several occasions for the late Victorian
Association of Progressive Spiritualists, he was also a
contributor to this journal.  His writings though
caustic, and tinged with Batire on the incongruities of
prevailing dogmas, were full of a powerful reformatory
spirit and elevating in their tone. Although a man of
strong will and positive nature he was an Iimpressionai
medium, and received through his own hand many
communications from the land to which he has now
Sone. We miss himsb a friend and supporter here,

ut feel assured that with his deep interest in the pro-
gress of spiritual truth in this world, we shall find nim
working (perhaps as efficaciously) to that end on the
other side.



THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

FBEE THOUGHTS ON THE LIFE OF JESUS.
By a Whiting Medium.

Introduction.

At this remote ?eriod of tho history of man, it would

be very difficult, if not impossible, to decide to which
section of the human race in the past we are instru
mentally indebted for the first tasi| of sound religious
thought, from which have grown the many diversified
systems now prevalent in civilized society. Any con-
clusions to which we might come would at the best be
speculative, although it must bo admitted that, apart
from the intuitive faculty in man which leads him in
a general sense naturally to regard such matters, thero
must have been such a basis originally laid down.

Taking that view of this subject, we shall not, there-
fore, attempt to make the experiment involved ; but
rather allow our thoughts to rest upon a period, not so
very remote when relatively considered In connection
with other historical periods, and endeavour to realize
as far as we can the possibilities, if uot the absolute
facts, which distinguish the life and character of Jesus
of Nazareth.

In thus endeavouring to form an ideal in relation to
Jesus, we do not, however, propose to ignore records
which profess to give distinct utterances relative to his
life and mission ; we intend, ns far as possible, to rely on
these records for a base, while we allow play to the
imagination, over which, at same time, we propose to
instal the control of a sound and educated rationality.
In addition to this, we claim the supervision and
guidance of higher Intelligences, who, from a more
exalted position, and surrounded by greater advantages,
can impart valued aid, and render our labours less
likely to be beset with error, either as to matters of fact,
or ofjudgment.

The theme upon which we thus propose to dwell, must,
we think, from the very nature of the subject, prove
attractive to a wide class of readers. And, although in
the treatment of our subject, we shall doubtless exercise
greater freedom of thought and expression than is usual
with orthodox writers, we trust not to transgress those
laws, which while fixed and unchangeable, allow a
breadth of illustration which is not always taken advan-
tage of. By this means we hope to relieve the atmo-
sphere of a truly noble life of many of those doubtful
passages which have hitherto clung to its delineations.

And, in addition to this, wo believe that such a com-
pilation as we contemplate, can be made to embrace the
advanced vicwB which now provail, regarding the reli-
gious life of man; and which really is the natural out-
come of seeds sown by the Nazarene centuries ago, who,

"in connection with other great Teachers, did his part to
nssist human progress. The world's prophets from timo
to time have been enabled to striko sparks of vitality in
the human mind, which, although crude at the outset,
are calculated to assume in due time such a form and
Bhape as shall be best adapted to secure man's truest
freedom from the bonds of a narrow system whereby the
human mind becomes stunted in its growth. Indeed, we
conceive it will not be the case that the truth respecting
Jesus as a teacher will be attained, until that freedom of
thought to which we have referred in relation to the
facts of his life, which are known to be extant, shall have
been exercised thus boldly.

Independent of influences which have ever had tho
effect of restricting free inquiry, we feel that we can
enter and take advantage of many sources of informa-
tion otherwise rejected, because conceived to be outside
the circle of ecclesiastical dogma. There are many fair
fields of information affording suggestive ideas which
have been declared dangerous by so styled authoritative
writers of the history of Jesus, and in these, when the
imputation of dangerous has been removed, we may find
beautiful flowers, alike descriptive of the fairest virtues,
and affording evidence of the brightest wisdom :
characteristics displayed by Jesus in his intercourse with
his fellow men.

In further elucidation of our purpose, we may call
the attention of our readers to tho demand which now
exists for a more generous presentation of possibilities,
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as connected with the aids to religious growth. The
light which is reflected from behind shows in a clearer
outline that which may be attained in the future; and,
far be it from us tn complain, when men on all hands
aro expressing dissatisfaction with outgrown theories,
and asking for such as will more really suit the circum-
stances of the case.

The entire experience of the past makes apparent the
necessity for revision of existing theories; reconsidera-
tion of methode, which, although they suited a narrow
compass of mind and experience, are found to be
unsuited to human wants as these now exist It cannot
be denied that we live in stirring times, when, if ever it
were so, that the groat battle between truth in all its
phases, and error in all its forms, has to be fought, that
timo is the present; not necessarily as the result of the
one striving to destroy the other, but really that by this
means, a man in the possession ofa clearer intellect, and
a purer heart, may be ablo more and more to discern the
truth, and take to himself that which will best help him
to fulfil the destiny which hie existence presupposes. An
ideal life of Jesus, brief, but characteristic, may help to
secure such an object, and thus afford a means whereby
a desirable end may bo gained

We would guard our readers, however, against sup-
posing that, after all that we can say on the subject, any
thing but tho briefest, or perhaps crudest, representation
of this subject, can bo offered. It will only be in the
remote future, when mon learn to view the history of the
past, by the aid of a moro cultivated reason, froe from
credal prejudice, and under the influence ofa purer and
moro spiritually refined mode of life, that the true life
of Jesus will be written. This need not deter us in the
meantime doing our best as a contribution to so
interesting a subject; and, in the light of such an object,
and in tho spirit of a broad and universal charity, we
propose to lay before our readers such jottings of
thought as may help somo, we trust many, of our fellow
beings, in the pathway of a wise, loving, and happy
development; strengthening in them the purpose to live
more effectively ; and, thus, to anticipate beyond the
range of eartn life, a brighter, more useful, and a
happier career!

Chaptfb I.

As an objection to tho course wo are pursuing, it
might be argued that in tho New Testament we havo a
more authentic and complete life of Jesus than could be
otherwise produced. That in these records, nut only is
it proved that Jesus really existed, but that his character
and work are fully anil ably delineated. There are
grounds, however, for concluding, that were wo confined
to this source of information, an adverse rather than a
favourable issue might bo arrired at. Woo! to the
world, if the race of man was shut up to the Bible
records. This has already boon proved in the results of
that close adherence to its statements, on tho basis of
which the existing theology and religious belief have
been built, resulting in that wide-spread confusion and
conflict which now rages between the various sections
of the so-called Church of Christ, j

It is not our purpose to deny Kat, within the boartie
of the Bible, are many admirable expressions, or that
some of its statements may be historically true, in a
general sense. On the other band, we do most dis-
tinctly affirm that an exclusive reliance on that Book, to
the exclusion of other writings either moro ancient or
more modern, and the neglect to test its accuracy of
statement by the process of rational thought, have proved
most disastrous to man's moral and spiritual expe-
rience.

Even though we were shut up to a mere comparison
of sentiments, apart from a judgment of a special value,
or otherwise, of the Bible utterances; and were to place
side by side with these the teachings of Seers who lived
ages before Jesus was born into the world; it would be
found that there-was a prior claim to the possession of
a wisdom, equally as sublime, and an application thereof
to the wants of human nature, quite as suitable as any
of the teachings the Bible presents.

But we are prepared to go much further even than
this, and point out that the writers of the Bible must
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have been indebted to teachers, who lived long before
their day, for many of the strikingly beautiful sentiments
which have been passed off as their own original thoughts
and expressions  Here is an instance, in which the very
genius of the teachings of Jesus is found to be embodied
in the utterance of another seer (Confucius) centuries
before: "Do unto another what you would he should do
unto you; and do not unto another what you would not
should be done unto you. Thou only needst this law
alone, it is the foundation and principal of all the rest."”
And again : “ We cannot observe this necessary rule of
life if there be wanting these three virtues—(1) Wisdom,
which makes ub discern good from evil, (2) Universal
love, which makes us love all men who are virtuous;
and (3) that resolution which makes us constantly per-
severe in the adherence to good and aversion for evil."
And, to take even another example, an utterance which
for its value is incalculably precious, as revealing the
common sense view of man’s case as a growing and pro-
gressive creature : "'IT a person have departed from the
path of integrity and innocence, he needs only to excite
the good that remains to make atonoment by pains and
industry, and ho will infallibly arrive at the highest state
of virtue. It is not enough to know virtue, It is neces-
sary to love it; but it is not sufficient to love it, it is
necessary to possess it."

Now, we ask our readers to ponder those ancient
utterances, and to compare them with teachings which
are found in the Bible, whether the?/ refer to the mode
of man's recovery from a so-called lost condition, or to
the conduct of hurnnn life generally. And having done
so, we think they will agree with us, that to confine our-
selves exclusively to tho Bible records, and to ignore
other writings to which we havo access, would be the
height of folly.

We do not, however, intend to follow up this train of
thought at the present stage, but have rather referred to
it in connection with the evident importance which
exists of examining many other authorities, both ancient
and modern, relative to the facts of tho life of Jesus,
either as a real person, or a prominent teacher
being assured, that in tho adoption of thia course,
we shall arrive at a far more satisfactory conclusion than
could be attained if wo took for granted all that the
Biblo professes to toll us of his life and character.

There havo been writers, who declare, and there arc
such at the present day—and who, no doubt, honestly
believe—that no such person as Jesus of Nazareth ever
existed. Writers who imagine that theso records of his
life are mere fables, mythical representations of concep-
tions originated in a variety of human minds, under
different circumstances of the world's history, and
gradually brought into their present form and shape, to
enable priestly domination to ride rampant, and thus to
enslave the minds of their fellow-men To sustain such
a view, arguments have not boon wanting ; although wo
are inclined to think that tho conclusion thus como to
is rather the result ofa fierce reaction, a violent demon-
stration against the folly which led men to confine
themselves to the ono record, and, whilo placing their
own estimate upon it, deducing therefrom a system at
once unreasonable and arbitrary as between man and
man.

On this very ground, then, we are far from condemn-
ing such writers, some of whom have proved the
liberators of thousands of minds from a crushing and
ruinous thraldom; men who have stood in the very
fore-front of the battle, and at a time when persecution
was more in vogue than it is now, endured much dis-
comfort, and even suffering, that they might arouse their
fellow-men to reflection and quicken them to seek free-
dom from a thraldom which neither they nor their
fathers were able quietly to bear.

(7b be continued.)

BRIEF ITEMS B¥ THE MAIL.

Th« 8pirih>aliet of February 11th contains two
accounts of the moulding of spirit hands under strict
test conditions in Manchester, England. This new and
wonderful phase of spirit manifestations is now pretty
well demonstrated as a fact.

THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

Ar a meeting of the Psychological Society of Groat
Britain, held April 6th, Mr. Sargeant Cox confirmed the
statement that the wreck of the *“Strathmore” was
discovered by a clairvoyant, and the fact communicated
to tho agents before tho news came by the ordinary
channels.

The Spiritualist of April 14th contains an account, by
a clergyman of the Church of England, of the carrying
by spirit power of a lock of hair from a circle at Ports-
mouth to another in London, within two hours of the
time it was cut. The attention of tho circle was directed
to a corner of the well-lighted room, whence they saw
the lock of hair slowly floating towards the medium,
alight on his head, and then fall to the ground. Tho
same paper contains an account of a wonderful cure of
Goitre, of 16 years standing, by the mesmeric treatment
of Dr. Mack.

Ma. wm. Cbookes, F.R.S., recently gave a lecture at
the Royal Institution, explanatory and illustrative of his
discovery of a force in light. By tho construction of
delicate instruments he has been able to exactly measuro
tho mechanical force of light; this ho demonstrated by
an experiment to his audience. By calculation he esti-
mated that the pressure of sunlight on the earth's
surface was upwards of two cwt. per acre, or 57 tons to
tho square mile.

A SUPERNATURAL VISITATION.

A considerable sensation prevailod in the neighbour-
hood of Macarthur owing to the nocturnal presence of au
apparition which has been seen by several persons on
the estate of Mr. Carmichael, at Harton Hills. It
appears that four men, working at a job of fencing,
were camped about two miles from tho head station,
when they were alarmed threo or four nights ago by
seeing a figure draped in white, stalking backwards aud
forwards in the moonlight. So frightened were they,
that they beat a retroat to the station, and communicated
tho particulars to Mr. Towart, the ovorseer, whilst a
dog they had with them participated in the alarm, and
ran away howling piteously. Next night a party of
eight, including a policeman from the township,
bivouacked in the haunted spot, and five of them were
rewarded by getting a sight of the ghost. The news
began to spread, ami we understand that a large party
was to be made up from Macarthur, with a view to
solvo the mystery if possible. Tradition states that the
locality in question was, many years ago, the scene of a
fatal affray botweon the early settlers and the aboriginals,
and that in these encounters tho blacks came off second
best. Of course the supposition is that one of the
natives so disposed of has jumped up “ whitefellow” iu
fulfilment of the aboriginal belief, and henco the astonish-
ment of the nerves of the fencing party by his “ coun-
terfeit presentment I" It should be mentioned that the
ghost has already one casualty to answer for, inasmuch
as one of the interviewists, in his hurry to get a sight of
the apparition, was thrown from his horse, and broke
his leg. We trust some of those who may have been
fortunate enough to have seen the thing, will send us a
progress report.—Hamilton Spectator.

DR. CUMMING AND THE QUEEN.

The Bev. Dr. Cumming, of the Scotch National
Church, stated to his congregation, on the 16th of
January, that he had recently preached a sermon before
the. Queen, at Balmoral, on the doctrine of the Com-
munion of Saints, and having Btated that the souls of
the blessed in heaven would recognise each other
perfectly, and would speak to each other about the
events of the past. On the conclusion of the service,
her Majesty advanced to the steps of the pulpit and
thanked him heartily for his sermon, telling him how
happy it had made her feel. Dr. Cumming added that
he wob extremely honoured by the conversation of such
a Sovereign as Her Majesty.—Herald, April 24M.
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MR. PEEBLES IN MEXICO.

~The “Banner of Light” of May 5th contains a
highly interesting letter from J. M. Peebles, giving an
account of his travels in the land of the Aztecs, and
reflections on the social and religious condition of the
people,concluding with a description ofa Seance attended
Dy him in the City of Mexico, from which we extract the
following:—

“The circle that | had the pleasure of attending, meets every
Monday evening at the residence of Gen. Gonzales. It has one
hundred and twenty enrolled members, thirty gt more of whom
were present upon  this occAssion. They have a library and
several excellent writing mediums.

The president, Antonio Santago—seemingly fust fitted for his
E_OSIt_IOI’]—IS a gentleman of %rave and paternal deportment. On

is right sat Gen. Gonzales, the presence of whom reveals a strong
psychological power. Sitting along the sides and at the ends of
the table were several ready secretaries and writing mediums. At
the tinkling of a bell nil w:is silent. The seance was opened with
prayer. The mediums taking their positions, soon wrote with
great rapidity. The influence seemed to be a combination of the
impressional and semi-mechanical. The quietness and order were
admirable, and the various messages from the spirits exceedingly
intere_stin?. ) o )

While T would not flatter Jupiter for his trident, 1 must in
justice say that, phrenologically speaking, | have seldom or never
seen a more intelligent assemblage of ladies and gentlemen con-
vened in aseance-room.

By the aid of Gen. Gonsales one lady present, Dolores Portugal’
became psychologically entranced. The words uttered in this
ecstatic state were taken down by the secretaries as they fell from
her lips. Thus conditional magnetically, she would find concealed
objects, endure the candle's blaze before her open eyes, become
I’Ifgld_ as a bar of steel, and exhibit no flinching from the thrustin
of pins into her limbs.  Other interesting experiments were tried,
demonstrating her complete unconsciousness to all extenal things.”

MRS. HARDY IN A SACK.

TIHE PAINE HALL MATERIALISTS CONFOUNDED.

Mbs. Hardy being much beset alike by incredulous
Materialists and doubting Spiritualists to give a moulding
seance, under “ test conditions,” appeared at Paine Hall
last evening, enveloped in a sack, and sat upon the
platform before a large number of spectators, with the
view to producing the mould of a spirit-hand under cir-
cumstances which would preclude the editors of the
Investigator and the Spiritual Scientiste from alleging
that she “ did it with her feet.” In about twenty minutes
from the time the screen was drawn around the table,
under which stood the pail of water and paraffine, the
invisible chemists signified to the medium that their
work was completed, and when the table was removed
there lay by the side of the vessel a perfect waxen mold
of a human hand. The Back enveloping the medium to
the neck was carefully examined by a committee before
and after the sitting, and found to be intact, and the
infidel member of the committee publicly confessed his
inability to suggest any possible human mode of accom-
plishing the result achieved.

Mr. Seaver and another gentleman in the hall wanted
Mrs. Hardy to also enclose the paraffine and water in a
bag or screen, but for reasons best, known to the medium
and those conversant with the subtle conditions of
mediumship, this was declined, although an experimental
seance under the direction of Dr. Gardner, that morning,
at the house of the medium, where the water and
paraffine were locked within an enclosure of wood and
wire, resulted as usual in the production of a mould,
which was found floating in the water. It is duo to the
medium to say that this double test, or the interposition
of the wire screen, largely added to the draft upon her
vitality, but fully assured Dr. Gardner, if the assurance
was needed, that the production of the mould was the
unmistakable result of supersensual forces, and gave him
confidence to assert in Paine Hall last evening that this
was the beginning of a series of experiments which
would astonish the world. He even promised Mr. Seaver
the pleasure of soon witnessing a spirit in full form
standing upon the platform of his materialistic temple.
Mr. Seaver said that waB just wbat he wanted to see.
Hous verrons.—Spiritual Scientist, Feb. 24.

-The Spiritual Scientist has hot said that Mrs. Hardy ““did it
with her feet."—Ed. Spiritual Scientist.
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MATERIALISM AND ITS OPPONENTS.

TnE Truthseeker (edited by John Page Hopps) of
January last contains a masterly criticism on Mr.
Tyndall’s article, ““Materialism and its Opponents.”
The criticism is in the main favourable to Mr. Tyndall,
but in reference to his scurrilous allusion to Spiritual-
ism, the writer says:—

“We cannot conclude this notioe, however, without a reference
to the one false note of this article, and to the one opponent of
Materialism of which Mr. Tyndall sjicaks with an animus, and
even an indecency, that ill become him. He hates “ Spiritualism.”
and he calls it an “ intellectual whoredom  and it is to be feared
that llia bad language and bad tcm|>er are partly duo to the fact
(hat he is conscious Spiritualism, if proved true, would silence him
most effectually on some points. Of Spiritualism we will only
say this—that, amid all the vulgarity, nonsense, and deception
connected with it, we sec in it the possibility of a great discovery ;
and it appears to us to be supremely foolish and unscientific to
dismiss it without inquiry. If there is an unseen world, and if
there are intelligent beings there, it is quite reasonable to suppose
that, under certain conditions, the veil might be lifted, and the
two modes of being blend. Besides, Mr. Tyndall, in this very
article, has himself made a statement which ought to effectually
prevent him coming to a rough conclusion about a subject he
knows nothing of. He tells us, what is, indeed, a notorious fact
in science now, that we arc altogether limited in our knowledge
by our very imperfect senses. He says, about a kindred subject
“In all such inquiries we are necessarily limited by our own
powers. We observe what our senses, armed with the aids fur-
nished by science, enable us to observe—nothing more.

Alter the capacity, and the evidence would alter too. Would that
which to us is a total absence of any manifestation of conscious-
ness be the same to a being with our capacities indefinitely multi-
plied t* That is just the question : How far can our senses go!
and we repeat that any statement on that point should be
examined with scientific calmness, and not dismissed with
unscientific irritation and contempt. One of Mr. Tyndall’s illus-
trious predecessors as President of the British Association—Sir
W. Grove, author of the great work on the ““Correlation of
Physical Forces—actually says that “ Myriads of organised beings
may exist, imperceptible to our vision, even if we were among
them  and other men of science, Mr. Tyndall’s equals or supe-
riors in some things, declare that there are such beings, and that,
under proper conditions, they manifest their presence. It is a
subject for experiment, not for hysterical affirmation on the one
side, nor rude and wanton denunciation on the other. To Mr.
Tyndall, then, and to his followers, as well as to his assailants, we
repeat our word of warning :—You also have your perils and your
failings. Beware you of acting over again the dreary tragedy of
scientific prejudice and philosophic pride. Do not talk about the
impossible, do not scoff at novelties, do not put bounds to the
knowable, do not make sure that you are infallible. Let us have
freedom and fair play all round. Let us, if necessary, choose
*“ commotion before stagnation, and thol leap of the torrent before
the stillness of the swamp." Above all, let us hope that there
is a mighty God of love above us; let us hope that man is not a
beast that perishes ; let us hope that we are not being-betrayed by
these mighty yearnings of the heart; let us hope that this
school-house of earth and time is but introductory to a life that

shall make the great fact of evolution and development not the
throb of an earthly moment, but the law of an eternal day."

PSYCHOGRAPHS.

A new phase of spirit photography is described in the
Banner of Light (April 22nd,) by Allan Putnam. At
the rooms of Mr. B. P. Brown of Boston, he obtained
five different figures on hie own plates in darkness, be
having charge gf the cap of the camera, and the photo-
grapher sitting by him the whole time. A gentleman
resident in Melbourne.has favoured us with a copy of
this artist’s spirit photos, the photograph of the living
person occupying the place of the sitter, a well defined
and youthful female spirit form appearing behind the
chair.
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SPECULATIVE SPIRITUALISM.

In the clays when Good canid out of Nazareth, and
through the carpenter's son were poured the teachings
of tho highest spheres, they found various ground to fall
upon—~Pharisees, bitter and unrelenting in their bigoted
bate ; Sadducees, supercilious and scornful, a people
enslaved nnd debased, its rulers corrupted, its religion a
dead husk, its social life a whited sepulchre. By slow
degrees it permeated the poor and lowly, and at last
overflowed on Gentilo ground, and, as one among a
thousand obscure sects, was held up to the mockery of
the great and wise ; but, nevertheless, it spread. Its
tencnings, before too high, stooped to a common level ;
to attain power, it renounced purity, it absorbed the
obsolete legends ot the mystic past ; the principles were
bowed bofore the man, and the radiance of his
Humanity exchanged for the empty title of a God. The
renunciation of the lusts of the flesh, became, in lower
minds, Asceticism; the deeds of Charity died in the
embraces of a fictitious Faith; the records, written by
impassioned devotees, wore recklessly interpolated, and
tortured to new meanings, then to bo also exalted to a
supernatural height. It was not enough that the spirit
and life were divine, but the letter must likewise bocomo
so, and the light of his countenance be checked by
ritual and rites, as in tho glass and tho bars of a lantern.
Its popularization and its materialization were one, its
power advanced as its truth waxed dim, till, as tho poli-
tical tool of despots, it swept across the western world.

There have been revelations before and since, Indi-
vidual, National, Universal, but it and all palo before the
new dawn breaking upon a higher age. We have the
same trial, the samo opposition, but in miniature; we
liavo greater strength and swifter progress, for the
democracy of this ago delivers us from the ancient
dread. Wo are not confined to a singlo course of action,
wo are not linked toa single name ; Goodness and Truth
are, in degree, tho dowry of all, and our very errors—
necessary nnd transient—strengthen the Reason which
should be man's only guide. But no longer is the great
drama enacted “in an unnoticed corner of the world,"
though tho millions are ignorant and oppressed, though
the few are envious and crafty ; the deeds are done in
the daylight—a suspicious Science is at its elbow, a
ready press notes overy act, and gives it to the world. A
history is being built that must defy all storms of time ;
tho floodgates will not shut again, and, strive how men
may, tho Spirit world is passing through the breach, and
e'er long every fortress of falsehood will bo in their
hands. We meet Pharisee and Sadducee on their own
ground, though as scornful and ns bitter as of old the
sceptical, philosophy, parallel to that of Greece and Rome,
is not now at a distance, but in our midst. Weask no
faith, we accept the challenge of proof, and as far as we
havo truth the victory is assured. Science and Religion
are the high courts of man's appeal, instituted before
history, their verdict is final, and though, like all things
human, liable to err, yet in their verity are they eternal.
Spiritualism does not seek to oust or scoff at them, but
to perfect and completo them ; they are her kindred, her
ptogenitors—

“The force of Nature could no farther go,
To make a third she joined the primal two."”

The burden of this proof rests upon Spiritualism, before
she can be recognised as of kin to such great names,
and she accepts it. Rejecting at once and for ever the
usurped authority of dogma and prejudice, she demands
her trial in the light of Reason.

“ Nothing extenuate, nor aught set down in malice.”
This is her plea; stern justice, and no quarter given or
taken to any error, however high or hoary. Of truth
there are three teste :—

1. The Possible.
2. The Probable.
8. The Proved.

The first two are Speculative. Lot us now proceed to
their succinct consideration. 1. The Possible—Tho exis-
tence after death of the real man—in distinction to his
mortal frame and his power of still communicating with
those in the flesh—is a statement that the most rabid
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must admit to be possible; Omniscience alone could
deny it, Science does not attempt to. 2. The Probable,
i. e, the rational—To admit Spiritualism to this division
is to say that the theory, for so it is here termed, is
consistent in itself, and, granted certain premises, which
are themselves simply unproved, is a faithful induction
or deduction therefrom. Here Religion supports us, for
without half the truth, that of Immortality, all her creeds
were false and baseless, while all alike proclaim some
instances of supermundane visitation and intercourse
with the unseen. These Science rejects, and to her we

must proffer other food, though here it must be briefly.

First, a passing allusion must be made to the universal

acceptation of tho idea, and though this argument is
niucli vitiated by the fact that the wish may, more par-
ticularly in this case than in any other, become “ the
father to the thought,” since neverare desires so strong,

never is emotion more powerful, never could “ expectant
attention " or “ unconscious cerebration ” accomplish so

much, yet tho truth which Professor Huxley so pithily

expresses—* We can find tribes without Gods, but none

without ghosts ”—must bo a primary factor in our con-
ceptions, having its duo place and weight. Secondly, let
us remember that Science still proclaims Mind as a thing
utterly unknown, and without kiuship to sensible exis-
tences. By some thinkers it is held to be unknowable,

since to know what Mind is, it would have to be both

subject and object at tho same moment, nnd this is

impossible; but all, save a very few, unite in postulating

the substance of Mind as an unknown quantity. Mr.

Spencer has discovered to us Psychogeuy or the growth

of Mind, by experience and its various developments in

accordance with its environment, but that which grows,

changes, and developes, physiologist and psychologist
alike can do no more than name. Science teaches us how
unreliable are the first impressions of sense ; the pheno-
menon of a looking-glass is one only surmounted by
continued experience ; every hour we correct the verdict
of the eye, which proclaims the tree near us to be so
vastly greater than those in tho distance. Hearing is
often at fault. Touch and taste require cultivation and

adjustment, to fulfil their truer uses.

We have learned, after long schooling, that though
man be “the measure of the Universe," yet the measure
is liable to much error; we have discovered that the most
powerful forces in Naturo are tho invisible, such as Elec-
tricity—that the lightning is a seen effect of unseen
causes (Wallace) ; that we are still, by the aid of more
and more complex instruments, discovering elements of
almost inconceivable rarity. We find that tho flea holds
the middle place with regard to such of the living crea-
tion as are at present known, and that forms of lite exist
in number and minuteness utterly defying our clumsy
senses to perceive, or brains to imagine. If such has
been tho unbroken testimony of the nges, disclosing
more and more our ignorance of external existences, ana
inability to recognise or formulate them, the conclusion
is readily arrived at that that most delicate spirit which
we call Mind must be beyond our sensual reach ; that,
consequently, its existence, out of, as it is in, th® body,
would be imperceptible, and that only through Matter
could it manifest its powers here or hereafter. Thought
and Affection have no relation to the atoms they animate;
the sweet Sympathies that mould the form, the glad per-
ception of harmonious Sounds, of Beauty, that most
ethereal of drcams, and yet so potent in reality—the
noble Aspiration ; even dreary Doubt, Despair, and "evil
Passions stand removed from all ideas of dust, between
whose state and theirs a great and an impassable gulf is
fixed forever. No effort can lift us out of ourselves.
The spirit rejects at once the vain endeavour, and from
its verdict wo have no escape. It is the spirit knows,
and save those manifestations of itself which ice call
thought and feeling, we know nothing and of nothing.
Sensation is the spirit's recognition of resistance ; all our
conceptions of matter are Spiritual and ideal; its pro-
perties are only attributes of spirit, its very existence
otherwise unknown. If Charityand Faith in one another,
the love of Truth, of Beauty, and of Goodness—if these
belong to Matter, Matter must be spirit, and immortal
too—the unindividualised mass Becking to embody and
to express itself, “ sleeping in the stone, dreaming In the
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animal, waking in the man,” our.names mislead us.
Sﬂirit and Matter are, (hen, two sides of tho same thing,
which, in its higher state, rises above time and circum-
stance, and triumphs in tho “ wreck of Matter and the
crash of worlds!”  Thirdly—Though by these and other
thoughts, men have been led to hopo that life was not
limited to Earth, the Religions have been justly taunted
with the nature of the existence they proffered to the
world, and the unbeliever could shape no future while he
had no constant trust. The imbecilo character of the
popular Christian Heaven, diabolical in the early, and
maudlin in tho later centuries, was well calculated to
repel the strong or cultivated by its absurd inanities, of
wings, white gowns, and perpetual psalmody ; and it was
not till the advent of Emanuel Swedenborg, the last of
the Church Fathers, and the first of tho Spiritual Seers,
connecting the waves of Primitive Christianity and
Spiritual Rationalism, which are in all essentials one,
that a true and acceptable glimpse of tho Future State,
since popularised and extended by Davis, Tulttle,
Edmonds, and others, was given to mankind. Sweden-
borg first taught that man rises from his body, with all
his memory, ‘abilities, organs, virtues, vices, and indivi-
duality unchanged, he showed the bathos and weakness
of the prevalent conceﬁtion of spirits, as disembodied
and inhuman ideas, without affection or reason, and dis-
played the marvels of the Spirit and the Spiritual world,
which, though imperceptible to material senses, are as
real to their refined senses, as the material creation is to
us. Modern Spiritualism has confirmed, elaborated and
extended his teachings, and through mediums of every
race and creed, a picture of the Future Life has been
unfolded, rational in all particulars, satisfying scientific
and moral law, and fulfilling tho highest aspirations of
the noblest of imaginative minds—analogical to our
Earth existence, it yet rises above it. It is no life of
inaction, melancholy, or insipid emptiness, but is earnest,
vigorous, joyful, Lifeful and Mindful. It is truly a higher,
purer life, of all that is beet in humanity, of Intellect,
and scientific research, of Art and its enchantments, of
Goodness, whose active sphere extends to many worlds of
Truth and Beauty without end. Nor are these depart-
ments of our Nature singly satisfied, though all the rest
conforms to them. Sweet social intercourse with all the
loved, instruction from the wise, assistance to the weaker,;
and these, through fitting means, Temples, Museums,
Theatres, and Libraries—calm habitations, graceful
garbs, new powers of thought, sense, and affection, new
tasks, and new delights, progression everlasting of Spirit
and of Bphere to higher Heavens ; the weak and wicked
are strengthened and purified, becoming at length, by
stages of experience, as their better brethren, the wise
and good, who in other realms attain to states of Being,
inconceivable to earthly minds. For lowest and for
highest, there is hope, for all is happiness—good and evil
are conditions of existence, perfect and faulty, to which
the mind adjusts itself, and rises in obedience to immu-
table Law. The thorough harmony of nature is pro-
longed and perfected in the spheres, of which earth is
the seminary. The grades of existence are proportioned,
and to each a place is allotted. Humanity in all its
glory liveB ana grows forever. No sullen creed is
stamped on this domain ; as the sun shines on the just
and the unjust, so in the Spirit-land is there a home for
all. No Vicarious Atonement, no Hell of Wrath, no
Bites, or Doctrines, set Reason at defiance. Each must
work out his own Salvation, and bear the natural con-
sequences of his deeds. It is no bigot’s conclave,
innocent Mirth and Pleasure are its constant visitants;
all is healthfhl, natural, and free. Of all these things
Religion is unaware ; it has no revelation that can stand
the test of inquiry—its Heaven, its Soul, its God, are
visionary, unreal, and untrue. The Spirit-land originates
in accordance with Scientific Law, the perpetual refine-
ment of Matter, which the Earth and planetB accomplish
by Evolution, sublimating all gross substances till they
became sufficiently rarefied, in plant or animal, to rise to
their attraction in the second sphere, as a bubble throngh
the denser water; still the process continues, and so
they pass further upward at the fitting hopr. Life there,
ana communication with this world, are conducted by
analogous means, equally rational, but here of necessity
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omitted, yet it is strange that those who recognise the
delicate emanation of the rose as it soars to its new
abode, should deny to that more elaborate laboratory,
known as man, a kindred spirit, which should, in its
departure, let fall the leaves, and show all bare the stem,
whose purpose, like the rose's, is fulfilled.

Fourthly, Swedenborg, who enunciated the modern
theory of colors before Goethe, stated the fact of the
nebulous origin of tho solar Bystem, before Laplace,
which many other seers have since more fully attested,
and with no less zeal than Spencer, Darwin, or Wallace,
have investigated and approved of the great theory of
development now all powerful.

But are we to consider the progress of Matter as so
much more perfect than that of Mind. Is it not more
harmonious to the spirit of that theory to see Mind also
crowned with triumph in its end. Mind without Indi-
viduality is nothing ; it is Matter without atoms. To
say that Mind in the aggregate will advance is saying
that it is of the Vegetable Kingdom merely, and retains
its laws in a Being utterly removed therefrom. The
vegetative functions of man belong only to his purely
physical economy, above that risos tho animal ana then
the human. Activity, Consciousness, a Moral Sense, and
Volition—theso must bear some fruit in his Future,
Dissimilar factors cannot produce similar results, and
that the generic Immortality of Matter, should become
Individual Immortality in Mind, is surely a reasonable
philosophical conclusion. We have seen that, granting
an Immortal Principle in man, all evidence goes to prove
that it would be imperceptible, known only by certain
manifestations ; of the existence of some such conscious
Power within us, all are assured, and wo proved that no
connection with its sensations, whose supposed object we
call Matter, could conceivably exist; we found that a
fitting apex to the Spiritual Evolution, which is concomi-
tant with tho Material, would be found in Individual (tho
only real Mind) Immortality; we found that an analo-
gical and rational explanation of a Future State, and its
relation to the present, was offered us by this same
Power (from some source necessarily, and avowedly from
such a disombodied agency) ; that the conditions of such
a state are provided here, and that they answer to the
highest conceptions of Moral Law which Science has yet
attained ; and finally that a beliefin such a characteris-
tic has boon universal in all times and places. Nor do
these brief epitomes represent all the strongth of Specu-
lative Spiritualism, which assuredly is so closely akin to
Truth that wo might accept it without fear. Thore are
here hidden so many subtle principles, and so much
intuitive certainty, that the purely problematic question
may be considered as much more than solved. The pro-
babilities reach such a height, they almost overshadow
the positive proof of Science, that sustains and creates
them, and iIf Modern Spiritualism often forgets this
voice of Nature speaking to the Soul, it is because the
superfluity of Fact aisdains its Father Principles. That
Intercommunication must of necessity follow on the
heels of Immortality must be too patent to need discus-
sion. In the mythical and false Heaven of Religion,
where the Soul was deprived of all its good and great-
ness, and doomed to an imperfect, subsidiary, and limited
existence, such an inhuman conception might well lurk.
But those who see in Nature a foreshadowing of all the
Future, and whose minds receive the noble discipline of
Science, cannot but cast aside the empirical generalisa-
tion, which divided the Seen into fixed and stationary
divisions, of Vegetable, Animal, and Human, as rigidly
and recklessly as the Unseen was banished from Thought,
Sense, or Reason. Nature is a perfect whole, of which
Seen and Unseen are but parts, and all her stages over-
lap! “11 her powers are connected, unitised, ana vivified
by Ono Life. Those who retain, beyond the Grave, the
Sympathies that made them what they wero to us, could
never be content to stand aside, and see their old
familiars groping dimly in the darkness. Earth is the
base of Heaven, and rises into it without a marked
division ; there are here as many grades as In the higher
land, that rolls all round about it like a sea. Goodness
and Truth know nothing of Time or Space, and where
they are is Heaven, and its Light—beyond them only
Weakness, Error, Hell. There i1s no limit to the Soul,



1046

its Powers, or its Desires, and this the greatest, often
noblest, must be fed. z

There is yet another thought that comes to cheer us,
and to favour our bright hopes, drawn from our Treasure
House, our Mother, Nature, prophetic and inspiring.

We speak of Progress, and mark how, through the
seemingly disastrous rule of fire, volcanic wrath, and
glaciers' strength, the Earth has risen; we see in all her
children, Mineral, Vegetable, or Animal, this progress
working, and through strangest means, the same is true
of Man. War, Pestilence, and Tempest Bcourge
Humanity, but only to incite it to its path, which ends
where nil the evil of Nature ends, In good—for an
advance to Good is Progress. Seeing this, that even the
sparrow’s fall promotes Bome use, we almost read a
Purpose, and have Faith, we shall not be forgotten in
the tomb.

MELBOURNE SPIRITUALIST AND FREE-
THOUGHT ASSOCIATION.

Mb. Dbew's reply to Mr. Jas. Smith's lecture, given
on the 4th June, attracted a large attendance. The
principal portion of it was devoted to the political
aspect, which we rather deprecate as calculated to arouse
party feeling and divert the minds of the members from
the primary objects of the Association. Apart from this
fault, the general tendency of Mr. Drew's discourse was
to show that the people of this colony had progressed
politically, religiously, and socially.

Mr. Carre'B lecture on the Bible was from a Christian
standpoint, ne argued for the necessity of the Book as
a moral and religious agent, and predicted Bad conse-
quences were it destroyed.

The lecture delivered by Mr. Alfred Miller on Sunday,
June 25th, entitled “ Our times in relation to the past
and future,” was a highly interesting one. History he
likened to a great panorama unrolled from the future,
passing before us at the present, on to the roll of the
past, where for the time it was forgotten, till some
students, looking ovei the vast roll, picked out the
striking pictures of the various epochs, and so made
history.

The ancients in all time seem to have cherished
an idea of God, or an invisible power expressing itself in

nature. To modern Spiritualists the air was full of
spirits.  The notion of a deity was generally associated
with fear.

In reference to war in both ancientand modern times,
religious contention was as a rule the origin of it. The
Jircsent aspect of things indicated the approaching mil-
ennium of the day of thought. The lecturer deprecated
the idea that the ancients excelled the moderns either in
arts, sciences, manufactures or philisophy, the ancients
wrote philosophy—we improved and acted upon it.

Democracy and conservatism were ever struggling
against each other, but the former was progressing,
though the ratio of its progress was retarded by the
frequent desertions from its camp. Conservatism, being
uppermost, called out from its eminence, “ I am King of
the Castle,” &c., and democracy, incensed, rushed to try
and take its place. The formation of companies, for the
accomplishment of every conceivable object, was a good
sign.  Co-operation tended to an improved social condi-
tion. The scientist with his microscope, searching for
the origin of life, by the aid of improved instruments,
only found a new vesicle within the last discovered; and
so It was in thought—the germs of thought and matter
were the same. The lecturer alluded to the decadence
of theological literature; - Paley’s “Evidences” and
Butler's “ Analogy ” had survived all other theological
works, but these even were getting obsolete. The
religious literature of the day appeals to the sentiments;
the churches do not appeal to the reason and senses,
because they realize that they have not wherewith to
satisfy them.

With the rise of the printing press, oratory had
declined; men could diffuse their ideas more largely

through newspapers than by speech, hence the incentive
to the cultivation of the art was lessened. Fiction and
poetry were channels of truth, and, when rightly read,
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were instructive and elevating. The printer has super-
seded the priest. In our practical everyday life, mate-
rialism was taking the place of the spiritual; we lived in
the present, and with reference only to this life.
Scepticism in religion was almost universal, not only
among the masses, but in the churches and even the
pulpits, but in the latter it was not avowed. People had
been looking for light, but were disappointed at not
being able to find it in any revealea religion. The
Spiritualist professed to present tangible and palpable
ghosts? The image of the steam engine, the printing
press, must have been in the minds of the inventors
before they were constructed; the conception of the
artist takes form in his mind before it is expressed on the
canvas.

A practical religion was wanted by the world. The
lecturer briefly alluded to politics as tending to mate-
rialism, and concluded his eloguent address with a
peroration on the immortality cf ideas. The lecture
occupied the whole evening., Sunday next, July 2nd,
being reserved for its discussion.

On the 9th inst., Mr. W. H. Terry will lecture on
“The Moral Teachings of Spiritualism.”

THE MEANING OF THE SPIRIT HAND.
By Epes Saboent.

Among the earliest phenomena of modern Spiritualism
was that of the spirit hand. | have repeatedly seen and
felt it under conditions which left no vestige of doubt
in my mind as to the fact;, and | have conversed with
many investigators, wiliobc Opportunities for testing the
manifestation have been superior to my own.

| was conversing on the subject the other day with Dr.
Il. F. Gardner, one of the earliest of our American
students in Spiritualism, and he told me that on one
occasion, when D. D. Home was the medium, a spirit
hand became materialized out of a luminous vapour in
broad daylight. “1 grasped it," said Dr. Gardner,
“and held on to it, while I examined it carefully. |
found it in every respect like a perfect human hand.
Then I willed mentally that it should become warm, and
afterwards cold, and then melt away and disappear while
I was holding it, and all this it did !”

Early in January, 1876, | attended a sitting at the
Banner of Light office, Boston, at which Mrs. Mary M.
Hardy sat for the moulding of spirit hands. 1 sat on
the platform within three feet of her, and with no one
between us. A pail of hot water, with a thin layer of
melted paraffine floating on top of it, was brought on to
the platform. Before Mrs. Hardy was a small pine
table, formed of a simple plank, with four slender posts
for legs. Over this plank a cloth, reaching to tho floor,
was thrown by two gentlemen well known to me, and
selected by the critical spectators to superintend the
process ; and then the pail was placed in the little dark
chamber formed by the cloth under the table.

“ 0, it is all very simple,” the eager,sceptic will say ;
“the medium had her feet free; she had an artificial
hand concealed, and this she worked with her foot, so
as to make it form a glove in the paraffine.”

The absurdity of such a solution can only be realised
by one who sat where 1 did, and watched, as | did, the
whole external performance. In two or three minutes
there was a rap from some invisible force on the table,
the cloth was thrown up, and on the floor, visible to all,
lay two delicate gloves of paraffine, light as gossamer,
Serfect in every part, and indicating by the bend of the

ngers, and the part of the wrist attached, that for a
human, fleshly hand to have extricated itself from the
glove, leaving it in that form, would have been difficult,
if not impracticable.

Since that exhibition a condition haB been added,
under which, in the presence of Dr. H. F. Gardner, Mr.
Luther Colby, and other investigators, the fact of the
moulding of the spirit hand has been placed beyond a
doubt. Mrs. Hardy was still the medium. A box had
been procured, with wooden bottom, cover, and posts;
the sides were of a strong wire, known as a three-eighths
mesh. The wire carried around the box was in a single
piece, the two ends coming together on one of the
corner posts, and at the point of contact being covered
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with a strip of wood firmly nailed to the post. The
cover of the box was made in two parte, opening from
the centre outward; one of these covers was arranged
to be secured with two bolts, and the other fastened
with a lever lock. The box, constructed under the
directions of Dr. Gardner, and in the interests of those
desiring a thorough test, was 30 inches long, 30 deep,
and 24 wide.

No table was used at the trial sittings f the condition
of darkness being obtained by simply throwing a black
cloth over the box, inside of which the pail containing
the melted paraffine was placed. At the initiatory
seance a hand was moulded, but when the box was
opened the glove was found floating in the pail on the
hot paraffine, and nearly melted ; although one finger
which had fallen outside the pail was secured, and a cast
of it taken. A second seance was more successful, and
at a third a well-defined paraffine glove of a feminine
hand was found beside the pail when the box was
unlocked.

I see from Mr. Reimers’s communications to the
Spiritualist that the spirit hand has been moulded in
England under test conditions almost equal to those
adopted at the seances of Mrs. Hardy. If anything
were needed to add force to these tests, it will be found
in the following letter from an intelligent sculptor,
giving his opinion of certain casts recently taken in
Washington from the paraffine gloves made by spirit
action at MrB. Hardy's recent seances in that city:—

To whom it may concern:

Washington, D. C.,, Jan. 30th, 1876.

This is, on special request, to certify that I am a modeller and
sculptor of twenty-five years' experience, several of which years
I spent in Italy in the study of the great masters of painting and
sculpture; that | am at present a resident of Washington,
having my studio at 345 Pennsylvania-avcnue, and that on the
evening of January 4th inst., I was asked by a friend to repair to
the residence of a private citizen. 1016 | street, N. W., Washing-
ton, to examine some gypsum casts of hands and give my judg-
ment thereof, that | was there shown by a gentleman who was
presented to me as Mr, John Hardy, of Boston, Mass., seven casts
of as many different sizes of hands, which | inspected under a
strong light, and with the aid of a microscope ; that | found each
of these a wonderful production, correctly modelled according to
anatomical laws, and wrought with such minutim as to the linea-
ments of the cuticle, etc., as | have never before seen in models of
hands, or any part of the human body, except when the same arc
made by the actual application of gypsum or wax to the naked
hand, or other part, in several separate pieces, which when united
form a “ piece-mould,” in which the casts are taken ; that these
casts in questions bore no evidence of having been made in
““piece-moulds,” (or "waste-moulds,” as called in my art), but
seemed to have been cast in solid moulds. That among these
casts was one which I was informed is reputed to be that of the
right hand of the late Vice-President, Henry Wilson, and made
since his decease, and which appeared to me to be singularly like
his hand in shape and size, | having viewed his hand a few hours
after his death, when taking the only mask of his face which was
made, and purposing to take a mould of the hand, which I was
prevented from doing only by the anxiety of the awaiting
surgeons to perform their post-mortem examination.

I willingly add, as requested, that the above-mentioned cast
of Mr. Wilson's hand would, if made by our " modelling tools,"
do great honour, in my opinion, to the most accomplished artist
who ever lived; that being specially interrogated upon this
point, | fearlessly give it as my judgment that not more than one
in a hundred reputable sculptors could model such a band, in all
its details, and that it would be hazardous for thatone to try; but
there is no method known to my art in which these caste, in the
condition in which they were, as presented to me, could be made,
except in piece-moulds, as to general configuration, and then sub-
jected to elaborate carving to hide the seams and other evidences
of the manner of their production—a great work in itself, when |
consider the microscopic inspection which the casts withstood ;
that the creation of one of these casts Would (if possible to be
effected by any one sculptor, without the aid of a most talented
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engraver) require several days' time; that I was shown on the
same evening at the Bame place with the casts, two gloves, or
moulds of hands, made of paraffine, in the like of which I was
told the casts were taken; that 1 carefully inspected these
paraffine moulds, and found that they were without seams in any
part, and must have been made in some way whole, over some
model, like n perfect human hand, for instance, which model
might be dipped several times into some semi-liquid adherent
substance, like the paraffine, and then withdrawn, leaving the
glove entire) but such was the shape of the gloves and moulds
(as well as that of the casta), with curved fingers, wrists some
inches smaller than the size of the hand at the centre, or over the
phalangeometa carpal joints, Ac., that | deemed it impossible to
withdraw the gloves whole, and of even thickness throughout, and
was therefore left without any satisfactory theory of the method
of their production.

I am also requested to state that | am not a Spiritualist, have
never attended a seance, or conversed with a “medium," so-called,
to my knowledge, and know nothing of the philosophy of
“Modern Spiritualism," except what is generally imputed to it as
regarding the immortality of the soul, and the possibility of the
spirits of the dead returning; the former of which is a matter
of faith with me, but of the latter of which | have no evidence
sufficient to entitle me to an opinion thereon pro or contra.

John O'Brien, Sculptor.”

If facts like these, coupled with the testimony of the
thousands who have felt, seen, and grasped the spirit
hand, do not attract the attention of our professed
physicists, then it must be because they are pledged
more to Sadduceeism than to science. The proof of the
spirit hand involves that of the great fact ot the mate-
rialisation of the entire human form, with its appropriate
clothing. If out of the cosmic atoms, forces, or what-
ever you choose so call them, surrounding us, a spirit
can mould and project the facsimile of a human hand,
perfect in every respect to the external senses, then why
may it not materialize a whole body, together with such
drapery as it may choose? The lesser fact is the one
step wnich makes easy and credible the larger fact. The
materialized hand, guided by intelligence, is an indica-
tion that it belongs to a potential body, substantial
though invisible, and having power to take on at will
different forme and degrees of matter, from that degree
which the sensitive plate of the photographer can catch,
to that where the form becomes visible to the normal
sight of several spectators.

Though this spirit hand be but the A B O of the
wonderful science of Spiritualism, it is the key to it all
just as the alphabet is tne key to all recorded literature
and science. In proving the spirit hand we prove that
it is not with shadows that Spiritualists have been
dealing, but with solid facts, with eternal verities that
point to atruth the most interesting that could fix the
attention of a human being; a truth which must ulti-
mately revolutionise our notions of the nature of matter
and its relations to mind, and which, in making the
immortality of man a scientific convictiom muBt force us
to orient ourselves anew in respect t< all the great
questions, moral, religious, social, and physiological,
that have agitated the human mind. For, say what wo
will, our civilization is grossly 8adducean, and the Chris-
tian religion is far from being like the religion of
Christ.

In the new-found freedom to which Spiritualism intro-
duces men, many of them may go off into extravagances
and abuses.  Spirits in the flesh and spirits out of the
flesh may continue to work evil as they always have
done; but evil under Providence may be one of the
means and conditions of good. God reigns, and only so
much evil is admitted as could not be avoided without
the sacrifice of more than equivalent good. Evil, in it
last analysis, as all the great seers have told us, is but
privation and imperfection. Without the limitation and
the spur of evil there could be no individuality, no free-
dom, no high persistent effort, no satisfaction of right
thinking and right acting. As long as human blessed-
ness lies in activity, as long & no good attainment by
man can be effortless, there must be evils to transmuto
and obstacles to overcome.
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Spiritjalism «bows us that there is not an exemption
from this law in the next stage pf being; for between
that and this no unbridged hiatus exists. Evil is found
there as here, since man is there as here a progressive
bein?. Happy those who have made the discipline of
this life a stepping-stone to something higher and better
in that life beyond the present, to which the index finger
of the spirit hand is pointing! Let us not be at all
daunted by tbo evils and perplexities, which seem to
bo as incidental to Spiritualism as to mortal life in
general.

Boston, March 10th, 1876.

THE CIRCLE AND SP’IRITUALISTS' REGISTER.

Tub returns for the above register are coming slowly
to band. The promoter's disinterested appeal- should
havte met with a more general and hearty responso; the
work is, nevertheless, being done, though slowly.
Amongst the last month's responses is one which the
correspondent gives us liberty to make what use we like
of; we therefore publish it sb likely to be of interest to
our readers.

“ Qur family circle consists of myself, wife, and four
children, one boy aged 12, and three girls aged respec-
tively 10, 8, and 7 years. Wo had the usual table
manifestations and writing with nlanchette for about
two years ; then the children saw showers of flowers and
infant spirits, we ourselves seeing nothing but an occa-
sional light; next they began to describe scenes in
people’s (visitor's) lives, occurring bofore they (the
children) were born; next occurred the levitation of
flowers gathered from tho mountain, rising from the
table, whirling about the room, and falling into the
children's laps ; but the most wonderful of all has been
the teaching of the children (by the spirits) to dance so
beautifully that people came for miles to see thorn. The
spirits first placed them undor control, making thoir
limbs quite rigid. Our eldest girl, Sarah Marion, seems
to be a clairvoyant medium, as she can tell people's
thoughts when they are miles away, and wo repeatedly
hear all of them conversing with the spirits. They tell
us they can see the spirits as plain as they do us.—
Yours, &c.,

"THOMAS WALLACE, Buangor.”

Thoso who have not received answers to thoir letters
will please understand that there is as yet no informa-
tion to hand for them.

DR. A. BUTLEROF'S EXPERIENCES.

Tux “ Spiritualist” of March 17th, contains a transla-
tion from *“ Psychic Studies,” of some experiences of
Professor Butlerof and M. Aksakof, with tho medium
Williams.  Their first experiences at the public seances
were very unsatisfactory, and they camo from them with
the worst impressions, thinking they had been made the
sport of the medium and his confederates. With the
view of thorougly satisfying themselves, they invited
Mr. Williams to their hotel, and a series of five sittings
hold there, thoroughly convinced them of the genuineness
of Mr. Williams's mediumship. M. Butlerof congratu-
lates himself on having taken this step, and points out
how naturally ordinary scientific sceptics fall into grave
errors by forming their opinion on first impressions or
insufficient observations. ~ After describing the room
(an ordinary hotel apartment without cupboard or
wardrobe), M. Butlerof says:—

“1 will not describe every teonor in detail, but will relate only
the most striking manifestations. While we rat at the table,
holding Williams fast, various objects were brought to us bom
a chest of drawers in the room, which stood behind Williams, at
a distance of about four foot, Williams remaining meanwhll,
immovable. Even ifho had had his hands free, the objects would
have been beyond his reach. At the first sitting M. Aksakof and
myoelf were both touched on the face with something soft. This
as we afterwards learned, was M. Aksakofa silk scarf, which was
lying in his hat on the drawers, and had been brought to ns with
tbo hat. Immediately afterwards the hat itself was crushed down
on IL Aksakofa head, and then, at my expressed wish, also
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placed upon iny haul. At another sitting, we being all in the
6amc position as liefore, a musical box, which was playing on the
table, was raised in the air, and wafted to and bo, as we could
tell distinctly by the sound. Presently the box woe placed for a
inomont on my right shoulder, next to Williams, while 1 still
continued to bold him fast. Another time various articles were
brought, and placed upon <ur table or in our hands, such as a
match-box, which was also opened, a clothes-brush and a
travelling-strap.

When Williams was placed bound in the cabinet, or rather
behind my plaid, which was suspended like a curtain, the
phenomena were more powerful, especially at the two last uuvei.
As we sat at the table we heard the voices of Peter and of John
King. This latter [iersonagc is a well-known apparition at
Williams's circles, and manifests both audibly and visibly.
Peter's voice is quite different from that of King, who speaks in a
deep bass and very quickly. These voices suggested that we
should have a cabinet teanef. We lighted a candle for a few
minutes, while Williams placed himself behind the curtain. We
bail formerly bound his hands together with tape, which waa
passed round his neck, and fastened to nails which we had
driven in the wall for the purpose. In these last sittings our
precautions were taken even more securely ; we screwed an iron
staple into the wall; along tape was fastened round the medium's
neck, and another piece was passed three times round the wrists
which were drawn together and securely tied. The long ends of
both tapes were then threaded through tho iron staple, and
drawn across to our table, where | held them all through the
sitting with my left hand. After each sitting the tapes were
found intact throughout their length ; the last time the throe
bands round the wrists were found to he flat and clean, and |
was able, while holding the tapes, to feel the slightest motion on
tlic part of the medium. Only at tho beginning did Williams draw
in his hands a little, apparently as lie waa passing into the
mediumistic sleep. Later on, while the phenomena were taking
place, he did not stir in the slightest degree. We two sat at the
tabic, on the side furthest from the cabinet, with our faces

turned towards it, al a distance of about three feet from the

curtain.

I will relate a few characteristic occurrences of the last sitting-
After the light was pat out, we again heard tho voices of Peter
and John. These voices were usually beard and appeared to come
from various parts of the room ; at one moment they were close
to us, at auotber further off, and often on the side opposite to that
on which the medium rat. Presently phosphorescent lights were
floating in the air, and immediately the form of John King became,
visible. This apparition is accompanied by a greenish phosphores-
cent light, which increases in brightness, lighting up John's bust
It is then seen that this light comes from a luminous Bubstanco
which the form holds in its hand. The manly face, with a thick
black beard, is tolerably distinct; the head is draped with a
white turban, and the upper part of the body with whito garments.
The form was outside the cabinet, and near to us. We only raw
it for a moment at a time, the light vanished, and the form
retreated into the darkness, but reappeared again as quickly. The
voice of John comes from the spot where the figure $tands
generally, but not always, while the form is invisible. John
asked us what he should do for us. M. Aksakof bbggcd that he
would rise to the ceiling and say a few words to us in that
position. Accordingly we saw the form appear just over our
table, and then gradually rise upwards to the ceiling, which
became visible in the light proceeding from the luminous object
in the hand of the figure. While up there, Johncalled outto us—
'* Will thatdo ?" (Tit er to reoht !)

Peter, in the meantime, although invisible, was busy and
loquacious in the darkness, moving various objects through the
air and touching us with them. As before mentioned, we sat on,
the side of the table furthest from the curtain; behind our backs
about four feet distant, stood the washstand, on which were a
water-bottle and glass. Suddenly wo heard the ringing of glasses
over our heads, as if two pieces were being struck together. Then
followed a rapid pouring of water into the glass; the glass was

handed to M. Aksakof, the bottle to myself. As it stood in my
hand, 1 felt sensibly that another hand was holding it above. At
this moment we heard the medium move and groan, and the
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voice of Peter exclaiming that he wanted to give ““hi»medium™
aomcthing to drink. The water-bottle floated away from my band
we beard the movement and inarticulate murmuring uf the
awakening medium, mingled with the voice of Peter; then the
gurgling of water from the bottle, anil in another instant |
received the bottle back into my hand. During all that | have
described, and indeed throughout the sitting, we were satisfied—
so far as our hearing could perceive—that Williams remained in
his comer, while the voices of John and Peter were Mieiiking near
to us outside the cabinet; occasionally also the sounds proceeding
from the medium, and the speaking of John and Petir, were
almost simultaneous.

In conclusion let me remark that it is quite natural if other
Russian inquirers regard these phenomena with suspicion. Owing
to the S'-arcity of mediums in our oountry they have had at
i»resent few opportunities of observing them ; nevertheless they
lave not bcld back altogether, but took up the investigation so
soon as some of tboir colleagues announced seriously that they
had really witnessed the manifestations. On the whole
American and English men of science have furnished the most
remarkable examples of prejudice and obstinacy. It is easy
enough for them to inquire and observe, and to convince them-
selves of the objective reality of the phenomena; they have
jowcrful mediums always at hand, and yet with a few honourable
exceptions they prefer to deny or to ignore the existence of these
facts, and to treat as unworthy of attention or credit tbo testimony
of such men as Hare, De Morgan, Wallace, Crookes, Varley, and
others. In no far-off future such conduct ns this will be pointed
at as a glaring example of scientific prejudice aud scientific
superstition. | am aware that these words can hardly lie allowed
to appear in conjunction ; the adjective “ scientific,” however,
does not here refer to true science, which knows neither prejudice
nor superstition, but only to such men who may belong to its
ranks on the one hand, but who do not work in the true spirit of
science so long as they pretend to serve the cause of human
knowledge by a system of ignoring facts.

May the scales soon fall from their eyes, and may they soon
enter on the only path to truth, namely the path of experiment |

St Petersburgh, 2-14 December, 1875-

| feel constrained to add my testimony to that of my valued
friend, Professor Butlerof, in respect of the manifestations which
we witnessed in the presenoe of Williams. Besides this, | can
testify to having received the confirmation of the appearance of
John King from Mr Crookes in his own house, Mrs. Crookes's
hand being on Williams's shoulder, while be was asleep behind
the curtain ; also that in the house of Mrs. Macdougall Gregory,
the curtain behind which Williams was placed, was nailed over
the embrasure of a window so closely that the medium was in a
niche almost hermetically sealed ; and that yet John King ap-
|>cared above the table, round which the company were assembled
in front of the curtain| Williams's reputation as a medium is
the best-establishcl of any 1 have met in England.

Alexandbf. Aksakov.

THE DIVINING ROD.

The matter of" dowsing,” or searching for water by the
divining rod, has been attracting attention in the neigh-
borhood, and the following particulars in connection
with one experiment have come to our knowledge. We
learn that an attempt haB beeu made to find water on
Mr. Heath’s property at Lake Albert, by a previous
owner, Mr. Walker, who sank wells some 200ft. deep,
in different places without success. Other attempts
were, we believe, made in tbho same neighborhood witn a
like want of success. Mr. Heath was running short
of water, and having a certain amount of faith, or
perhaps we should rather say curiosity, with reference
to the divining rod mode of getting water, he wrote to
Mr. Hammond, of Junee, to a gentleman. Major Wells,
who was supposed to have uthe gift.” While waiting
fora reply, Mr. Heath learned that Mr. John Vincent
was also a fortunate possessor of this same gift.  Accord-
ingly he applied to Mr. Vincent, who went out to Mr.
Heath’s property. Mr. Vincent picked a thin twig from
a tree which he called a “ yellow jacket,” and with this
in hand he walked oyer the ground, pointing out after
some time what he called the line of drift, indicated
as he said by the motions of the rod in bis hand. He
then pointed out a spot not more than 150 yards from
the site of the previous well experiments, and upon the
advice thus conveyed Mr. Heath sank a well, getting
water at 11 feet, and at 25 feet was furnished with such
a copious supply that he considers all hie wants in th-s
way mnst be satisfied for a considerable time. On the
opposite side of the lake Mr. Macleav sank some wells,
but the water obtained was so salt that it could not be
used, whilst that obtained by Mr. Heath was fresh, clear,
and pure as water could be.—" Wagga Advertiser.”
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NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES ON SALE
AT W. H. TERRY'S.

The Banner of Light, the leading American Spiri-
tualistic paper, weekly ; single copies, Od. Subscription
for 1876, 22/6.

The Medium and Daybreak, leading English weekly,
3d. Subscription for 1H76, 10/6.

The Spiritualist, London weekly, 4d.-, 16/- per annum.

Spiritual Magazine, London,monthly, 10d.; 9/-per an.

The (American) Spiritual Magazine, edited by Rev.
Saniual Watson, 1/-, 10/6 per annum.

Human Nature, London, monthly, 10d.; O/-per an.

The Stockwhip, a radical Freethought paper, pub-
lished in Sydney; price, 6d.

The " Herald of Health,” Devoted to the Culture of
Body and Mind, 1/-, 10/6 per annum.

JUST ARRIVED.

EX ““MINDORO," FROM BOSTON, AND EX
"MICHAEL ANGELO,” FROM LONDON.

People from the other World, Olcott, 12/.

Soul and Body, by Rev. W. F. Evans, 5/.

The World's 16 Crucified 8aviours,
Graves, 9/.

Indentity of Primitive Christianity and Modern
Spiritualism, by Eugene Crowell, M.D., vol. 1 and 2.,
12/ each.

Complete Works of Thomae Paine, 3 large vols. and
portrait, 81/6.

T. Paine’s, Theological and Miscellaneous Works 11/6

Startling facts in Modem Spiritualism, Dr. Wolfe, 9/.

Electric Physician, by Mrs. E. Il. Britten, 2/6.

Woman ana her Era, 2 volb., 12/6.

Chapters from the Bible of tne Ages, 6/9,
edition, 9/.

The Child's Guide to Spiritualism, 1/3.

The Spirits Book, Kardec, 7/6.

Book on Mediums, A. Kardec, 6/9.

Around the World, by J. M. Peebles, 9/.

The Better Way, Newton, 1/3.

Proof palpable of Immortality, E. Sargeant, 4/6.

P. B. Randolphs Works,—Woman, After Death,
Seership, Eulie, Ac.

Danger Slgnals Mary F. Davis, 9d

Enigmas of Life, 10/6.

Creed of Chrlstendom 2 vols., 15/. >W. R. Greg.

Rocks Ahead, 9/.

Voltaire'B Philosophical Dictionary, 2 vols., 10/.

Ashburners Philosophy of animal magnetism and
spiritualism, 14/.

Buckland's Handbook of Mesmerism, 1/6.

Herbert 8pencer's Essays, 2 vols., 17/6.

do. do. Social Statics, 11/.
do. do. 'Sociology, 6/.

The Holy Truth, or the coming Reformation, by H. J.
Browne, 10/6.

Hints for the evidences of Spiritualism, “ M.

/Gospel of tho Divine order of the Universe, Stewart,
4/6.

Besant's History of French Revolution, cloth 8/,

paper, 2/.
iscourses by Cora L. V. Tappan, 8/6., gllt edition,
10/6.

Health Hints, How to acquire Bodily Symmetry,
Health, Vigor and Beauty, 1/3.

Psychopathic Healing, Ashman, 8/.

Spirit People, Harrison, 1/8.

Summer Morning Songs and Sermons, John Page
Hopps, 8/.

Also a supply of Mrs. E. H. Britten's Improved
Magnetic Batteries, price £4, 10s. each.

W. H. TERRY’S

Book Depot, 84 Russell
Melbourne.

by Kersey

tinted

Progressive Street,

LARGE ROOM for the use of OIRCLBS.
Terms, 5/- per evening. Also small suite of
rooms to let. 84 Russell-street.
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STEWART & C

217  BOURKE_ STREET

PremIBO« Greatly Enlarged.

Country Agents:—
Ctulléinnini—FI. Bamford, Bull Street.
Sandhuret—Mr. J. Williams, 30 Bcnsjn's Arcade.
Stawell—
Taradale—Mr. C. Warren.
Sydney—Mr. J. Kelly, 426 George Street.
Bamawartha—

Agent wanted for all part ofthe. Colony.

/CULTIVATION OF THE VOICE—no previous
knowledge of music necessary.
PROFESSOR IIUGHES,
155 Collins Street East, Melbourne.
| THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”

THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND
EHEE THOUGHT

Subscription, Town, 5/- per annum; Country, 5 6
Neighbouring Colonies and Great Britain, 6/-
Subscriptions date from September to August.

THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT

O., Photographers.

EAST, MELBOURNE.
Four StudlOB

J. TYERMAN’S WORKS.
Guide to Spiritualism, 3/.
Spiritualism Vindicated, 1/-
Is there a Devil ? 6d.
Re-incarnation 1/. Is there a Hell? 4d.
Hymn Book, 6d. Creeds and Dogmas, 3d.
Self-Contradiction of the Bible: An abstract of two

lectures delivered at Sydney. 3d.
On sale by W. H. Terry.

BOTANIC MEDICINES.

All kinds of Botanic Medicines, Keith's Organic
Preparations, Roots, Barks, Herbs, Tinctures, Fluid
Extracts and Saturates. English and Am?Z?rican, Im-
ported and on sale by W. H. Terry, 84 Russell Street.
New shipments juBt arrived.

Medicine eent to any part of the Colony by poet or
olherwite, on receipt of remittance.

PHOTOQ-ART.

BATCHELDE

R AND CO.,

PHOTOGRAPHERS AND ARTISTS,

(Established 1854),

Execute commissions in all style« of Portraiture—Plain, colour«l, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Term.
COUL iy E

SUCCESS THE INDEX OF MERIT.
PALMAM QVI MEBUIT_FERAT.

JOIEIILT ROSIER.
PRKMXEB BOOT HAUL

2ly Specialappointment to Hie Excellency SirG. E. Bowkn.o.c.m.c
46 8WANSTON STREET, MELBOURNE.
Same side as, and short distance from the Town Hall.

BY ELECTRIC
TELEGRAPH,

Ny The West End ok
~y London in Mel-
\/ BofBNE. jTelegram]

Sydney, May 2, 1873.
Bool

Judge to

Ar
to
thing from
Exhibition

OBSERVE : 46 SWANSTON 8TREET, between Garton's and

Rainbow Hotels.
NEAR TOWN HALL, SAME RIDE.

ROBERT KINGSTON,

(FROM MAKES BY
SANOSTEBS, AProINTMENT
LONDON), [ | <<TO HER MAJESTY.
Mmhelh fUCaker,
ISTo. 26 T2/0YJIVT-, JIXZENO-A/DH!,

AnNnd Wo. 1Q JEJawte>x-xx -A-roivd®,

Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered with Silk, Satin Cloth,
Zanilla, and Alpaca.

MISS ARMSTRONG,
Clairvoyant» for Diagnosing Disease,

30 BUSSELL STREET, NEXT DETECTIVE
OFFICE.

Specimen» _at address,
TR EIBIT A.O T
MELBOURNE  SPIRITUALIST AND
THOUGHT ASSOCIATION.
The abovo Association meets at the Masonic Hall,
Lonsdale Stroot, every Sunday evening, for the presen-
tation and discussion of all subjects pertaining to the
ipiaitual, intellectual, and social advancement of man-
ind.
€ondition of Memberthip :—Enrolment and the pay-
ment of a quarterly tubtcription, the amount of which ¥

FREE-

fixed by the enrolling member.

Service commences at 7 p.m.

SINGER’S SEWING MACHINES-

The highral prumlum In the gift of the public liu again been awarded to
THE SINGER SEWING MACHINE COMPANY
Manufacturers’ Official Returns of Sales for 1873.

These Returns show the sales of the SINGER to have reached
the enormous sum of 232,441 MACHINES, as against the decreased
sum of 119,190 Wheeler and Wilson Machines, leaving a Balance
of 113,254 Machines in favor of the Sinoer.

The Melbourne Journal of Commerce shows the Victorian
imports of the SINGER for 1873, to bo 2471 CASES, VALUE
£11,226 in excess of the imports of the W. and W. Machines.

The ﬁublic estimate of the Value of the SINGER for obtaining
a livelihood was demonstrated by the late Chicago Fire Suffererin
The Machines were the free gift of the committee, and each appli
cant allowed to select the machine she preferred.

Notethe Result : Of those ordered, the SINGER COMPANY
SUPPLIED 2427 ; Wheeler and Wilson. 235 ; Howe, 127 ; Grover
and Baker, 44 ; Wilcox and Gibbs, 20.—"New York Dispatch."

STANFORD & CO., Comer Bonrke and Russell Streets,

Colonial Agents for the Singer Company.

T7ULES of the BANNER of LIGHT, SPIRITUAL
Jj MAGAZINE, and SPIRITUALIST, rlbo HAR-
BINGER OF LIGHT, for the last four years, for sale,
cheap. Apply office of this paper.

PUBLICATIONS.
Now Ready, price 10s. 6d.
TTOLY TRUTH; or, The Coming Reformation.
_LL By Hugh Junor Browne.

The Spiritual Philosophy.
Science and Religion Reconciled.
Address to Thoughtful Christians.
Messages from the Spirit World.

Shakspere, Ben Jonson, G. V. Brooke.

W. H. TERRY, 84 Russell Street.

Printed by B. Purton A Co., at their Oflloc, 106 Bllaabeth Street Melbourne
for the Proprietor, W. H. Terry, and pubUahed by him at84 Burnell Street»
South. Melbourne ’



