Tthe

DEVOTED TO

ZOISTIC SCIENCE, FREE THOUGHT, SPIRITUALISM.
AND THE HARMONIAL PHILOSOPHY.

“ Dawn approaches, Error is passing away, Men arising shall hail the day.”

No. 57.

CONTENTS.

The (alleged) King Exposure ................ All-11
Communications ... 812-13
PqetrE(_—“” Address to the Creator*" «13

Bcientijlc Heligum .. RI3-14
A Personal Deity ... Al4

The Progressive Spir
An Evening with Mr. Hemo ..
(;‘outmg Events...............

'Ar Holmes’ Imbroglio.........
Death of Mr. Samuel Guppy

Mr Charles Hrtghfs Lectures...........
Miss Phillips at the Turn Vertin Hall.,,
Sinritualist Funeral................
Mr. Toerman at Sydney
John King—A Sarrotivc

Is our last issue we briefly alluded to the alleged fraud
on the part of Mr. and Mre. Nelson Holme«, generally
apoken of by the press ns the " Katie King exposure.”
While admitting that Mr. Owen and Dr. Child bad been
deceived, wo expressed our opinion that it was a moot
point who was tbe deceiver, Mrs. Holmes or Mrs.
White. The news to hand by the last Californian mail
justifies the position which we assumed, and proves very
conclusively that materialisations do take place through
the mediumship of Mrs. Holmes, and almost as conclu-
sively that the story of Mrs. White (the alleged person-
ator of tho spirit Katie) is a fabrication, invented under
the impetus of a bribe offered by Mr. Leslie. In another
column we reprint from the Bunner of Light the report
of Colonel Olcott and General Lippet, who, it will be
seen, havo made a most thorough and exhaustive exam-
ination of the whole affair, and present tho evidences
pro and con in a straightforward and unbiassed manner.
One very important feature in tho matter is, that the
testimony on both sides goes to prove that under nny
circumstances Mrs. White could not havo assisted at
the seances recorded by R. D. Owen during the early
part of last year, and published by him in the Atlantic
Monthly for January last. The great point that the
press, both secularand religious, has made in connection
with this affair, has been the unreliability of testimony.
“If,” they say, “ so careful and earnest an investigator
aB Mr. R. D. Owen could be deceived with such ease,
what reliance can be placed upon the testimony of others
less able and acute than him? The argument sounds
well, but is not good. Even had Mr. Owen been deceived
as the critics assume, the fact would only be valuable as
an objection, if the manifestations were singular, or the
testifyers few, which they are not. On the contrary, the
papers received by last mail alone, give circumstantial
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accounts of materialisations occurring in England, Aus-
tria, and America, with ten different media, several of
whom arc non-professional.  The spiritual magazine has
a circumstantial account (illustrated with a diagram), by
T. P. Barkan, F.G.S, ofa seance at the residence of Mr.
at Nowcastle-on-Tyne, where in a private
room, without any appliances, and in the presence of
eleven witnesses, throe spirits of various sizes and
appearance were materialised, the medium being visible
nt the same time. At a seance held at the residence of
tho Baroness von Vay, Gobouitz, Austria, equally satis-
factory materialisations occurred. At the house of Mrs.
M'Dougall Gregory (widow of Professor Gregory),
Grosvenor Square, London, the materialisations through
the mediumJhip of Miss Showers arc witnessed by some
of the most intelligent of the community, members of
tbe nobilily and scientific societies, and their bona tides
is apparent to all. The “Eddy” manifestations in
America have been witnessed by thousands, and sub-
jected to the severest scrutiny without the shadow of
fraud being discovered, though there are generally from
fifteen to twenty investigating visitors resident in tho
house, who have access to tbe seance room at all hours,
and in most instances act the part of amateur detectives.
Avre these facts and the evidences of hundreds of care-
ful investigators of tho phenomena to go for naught
because Mr. R. D. Owen has been imposed upon ?
This is poor logic, aB well might a judgo persistently
condemn all who were brought before him charged with
a particular offence, because one who had been deemed
innocent of the ofl'once had subsequently proved to be
guilty of it. It serves, howevor, to illustrate the eager-
ness of the press to lay hold of any plausible objection,
the use of which may serve to retard the spread of
Spiritualism.  Will they be as eager to publish the later
facts disclosed by Colonel Olcott and General Lippit?
The Victorian Independent of April 1st has a temper-
ately-written article, entitled “Spiritualism in Adversity,”
based on the assumed fraud in Robert Owen's case. In
the present aspect of the affair their argument collapses,
and falls to the ground by tho removal of its foundation.
Will the Independent set a good example, and acknow-
ledge their error in an article which might be headed in
contradistinctionto the first, *.Spiritualism substantiated.'
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We commend the matter to our contemporary : truth
and justice demand that their misled readers should be
set right. Spiritualism has been “ in adversity " before
now ; has been exposed, exploded, and condemned to
death, but it has survived all this, and appears all the
better for it. The true Spiritualist concerns himself but
little with press or pulpit attacks ; he knows the inher-
ent vitality of his principles, and has convincing evidence
of tho basic facts. He secs the gradual but steady in-
fluence of theso principles, and their effect on current
religious opinion; Ho rejoices in the light he has, and
whilst ever ready to aid others who earnestly desire
that light, he seeks not to proselytize or persuade any
man to believe as lie does, except by the exercise of his
reason brought to bear on the evidence nnd arguments
presented. Tho mission of .Spiritualism is a reformatory
one; the acceptation and practice of the harmonial
principles it inculcates is of far more importance than a
belief in the phenomenal facts. The latter have their
office ; they appoal to the sceptical mind, and give to it
a demonstration of a continued existence after death,
not obtainable by any other means.

COMMUNICATIONS.

The varied planes of thought is what might with profit
occupy your minds. No one thought on any spiritual
subject can be entertained in tho mind which has its
position (so to speak) below, or even above the sphere
of the thought.

Hence the idea of God, of any attribute of God, be-
comes to a groat extent as the plane on which tho mind
dwelling upon the idea for the time boing, usually rests
or resides.

It is necessary that you havo an understanding of the
manner of our writing on a subject, because, as we have
previously pointed out to you, that we should endeavor
to modify our thoughts and expressions to your state as
a circle, and as individuals.

This subject—" The Plane of Mind," or the plane of
man’s thought—is a vast subject, and might be treated
of in a manner very philosophically. It requires a just
estimate of your own mind, and its capacity for contem-
plating and comprehending the subjects of near relation
to you, such as hit laws, whereby man, being a willing
observer of them, secures his own happiness, and pro-
motes the happiness of his fellow-man.

These thoughts can only have full weight with an
orderly mind, one on a high and spiritual plane. Yetit
does not follow that because the subject for thought is
sublime, great, or spiritual, that the mind is which is
occupied upon it.  But if the thoughts are congenial to
the mind and the idea enters spontaneously into the
mind, it then is of the nature of tne mind engaged with
it. But you will see that the grandest ideas may be
introduced by accident as it were to the lowest mind,
and there lays the difference. You may rumiuate on
these things to great mental profit. The reason we
dwell to-night on thought, or idea, is, that on many oc-
casions previously we were rathor of a practical tendency
in our remarks. You will perceive that, though intelli-
gent ideas are the parents of good orderly life, (after a
certain progress has been made in a spiritual life) the
sublime thought eventuates in benevolent acts or char-
itable conduct. Hence the conjunction between intelli-
gence and moral conduct becoming a certain criterion
of man’s condition in elevated being, in an approach to
Godlike qualities.

These states are easily attainable by man, once the
determination has been formed and entered upon, seeing
~the progressive development as at each step it

The mind of man is in full liberty to be active
on any idea or subject presented to it; and so is the
mind of a disembodied man, but in a high state the
thought would recoil back from what was beyond the

THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

Not so the lower estate of man, it is

comprehension.
He will enter en that ye Hle not

even in inverse order.
profess to fathom.

Goodness and truth are in all that man esteems in
his follow-man, in the various degrees that constitute
his peculiar character, The good disposition manifested
in munis only a manifestation of “ truth realised ” or
become life. Goodness is a result of active or ultimated
truth. Al) mankind are more or less in the principle of
these embodied, as it were. Each man is in himeelf an
embodiment of truth, which is in him according to his
capacity for reception of truth of a more or less elevated
and elevating kind. Wo look upon ourselves as one
form only of receptacle of the divine love and wisdom
which wc understand as goodness, and truth. And so
are all the beings who are in the various systems, from
the great origin and source of both to the lowest form
of intelligence existing in the spiritor in the birth world.

Man derives the truths that will elevate him, and
that he is capable of appreciating, from a source mostly
next above himself. Sometimes, however, he has his
teaching mediums sufficiently elevated to be a long way,
as it were, above and in advance. Then it is that the
man will probably only require the instruction to devel-
opc rapidly to some extremely prominent position in the
circle of his ordinary being. Man has hitherto been
ignorant of the true source of bis advancement and de-
veloping capabilities. It has always been the same, but
it has not alwavs been that man derived his instruction
from the spirit-land direct as you are now doing, and as
man will continue to do, the more as man finds the
greater proneness to development by these than any
previous means. The glory of God dazzles almost those
nearest, and his glorious light shines in a modified de-
gree only to all, the most lowly of his creatures. Were
good men all able to keep their minds fixed upon those
precepts given for their advancement, they would
rapidly rise in their place in the birth world compared
with the general portion of man. Those whose minds
arc distracted by pursuits requiring their greatest mental
energies, and almost constant application, cannot become
so nearly the full standard of their ultimate attainment
in the wisdom spheres, as they are capable of, as do those
whose life preys less on the mind. You must look upon
the whole disposition of man, that is the mode in which
man has his lot cast among his fellow man, the good
and comparatively bad together, and so the world’s pro-
gress is more rapid.

How would the lowest parts of the earth ever become
enlightened were it not tnat some good is everywhere
found, and always doing the work of the great source of
all good. Man is doing the work of God in every diffu-
sion of truth, in lessening the ills of his fellow man in
any way. By one ofthese means he draws upwards hie
fellow, by the other he brings happiness down to him.
Unlike the spirit spheres man must remain in the cir-
cumstances in which he is placed, or surrounded by them
to a great extent, whatever his own state may become,
spiritually and morally. In the spiritual spheres man
will find nis associates commensurate with himself, with
that eternal and infinite variety of forms which consti-
tute the beauties of our societies.

The All-wise Being, whose wisdom all partake of in
degree, and will partake of more fully in futurity, trains
those who do partake of itto fulfil as far as they can
their mission, that is, the ills that appear to prevent the
development of some, are much less so than men see at
the time. It will be seen by them when they have left
their body behind, that they were really well placed in
the world. We have seen spirits who have looked back
on their career with great wonder and admiration, when
the body had been removed in which they were in the
habit of viewing themselves as placed in very unfortunate
circumstances, giving glory to God for his goodness
and his wonderful works to the children of men.
Mankind cannot all choose what form of goodness they
shall be the embodiment of. Man can choose whether
he will advance in the scale of his being, if he does all
the good in his power and adheres to the better part of
his nature, being, and impression. But man blames
upon something or someone all his want of development,
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sooner than arouse the dormant power of his will to
accomplish something. Man has to work out his own
salvation. This is your work, go into it like men, and
do not call all thatis placed before you as requiring
more elaborate explanation, or whatever else . Ye know
enough ; go and do your known duties.—Good-night.

Joetrg.

e
ADDRESS TO THE CREATOR.

Great Spirit ! nature’s universal soul,

Whose wond'rous works on every side appear;
Who holds creation in thy firm control.

Whose will hath given us life, and placed us here.

Unseen, through Nature's wond'rouB works and laws,
You store the universe with life and light ;

The Great Unknown, the Universal Cause,
Of wisdom, power, and glory infinite.

How shall we tell what God or Nature is?

Since both transcend our faculties and powers :
Sufficient for us to discover this—

That lovo and gratitude to thee are ours.

Vain is thy search, O science, after God!
His footprints on time's sands alone you sec ;
His handiworks and laws you may applaud ;
His Spirit shuns your keenest scrutiny.

And faith and prayer, that on tradition rest,

Think not to move the arm that moves the spheres ;
Vain is the heaving of your ardent breast;

God's laws are fixed, e'en though you plead with tears.

For God or Nature, whatsoe’er you call,

Are names for something hid from mortal eyes :
The Inscrutable! who rules and governs all,

Fills matter, space, the rolling orbs, the skies.

As well might man attempt io measure space,
While helpless, weak, and ignorant, and blind ;

Or grasp heaven's countless orbs in his embrace,
As apprehend the universal mind.

Millions of suns revolve at thy command,
Eternity and space are full of thee;

How then shall man, a creature, understand,
Or grasp within his mind infinity ?

Yet the Exalted One is not severe,
But acts according to the knowledge given :

Requires that each performs his duty here,
And leaves his future to the care of heaven.

Obey the still small voice that speaks within,
Striving for justice, holiness, and truth ;

Condemning all unrighteousness as sin ;
Affirming nothing that's devoid of proof.

This sacred guide displays heaven’s love and care,
Reveals the interest felt by God in me,

Shows all my thoughts are for his spirit bear,
My every act requited Lord by thee,

Thou who wilt judge according to our deeds,
Rewards or punishments on each bostow—

Not for our wisdom, learning, or our creeds,
But by the fruit of righteousness we show.

Grant that the thought that thou art over near
May rule within my heart—direct my ways—
That I may learn to love thee and revere,
Study thy works, and Irwb, and walk unto thy praise.

RECLUSE.
FAULTS AND VIRTUES.

Strange though it seem, it yet is true,
Our virtues scarce appear

While neighbours keep our faults in view'
Conspicuously and clear.

The cause of this, ifyou explore,
You'll find it out with ease :

Our failings fret our neighbours more
Than do our virtues please.
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&0 1 0"espondmls.

Communication» for intertion in IAis Journal thould 6«
plainly icntten, and at coneite at pottible.

SCIENTIFIC RELIGION.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIOHT

Sir—1 wish mv readers to understand that by the
term Scientific Religion; | mean religion founded on
Scientific principles ; such as truth, reason, experiment
and the laws of nature ; contra-distinguished from those
founded on traditions, authorities, opinions, feelings, or
books supposed to be of Divine origin.

If any dispute my right to apply the term “ Scientific”
to "the Design theory™ | reply it is held by many
Scientific men, among whom are the names of Professor
Huxley and Sir William Thomson.

Reason is one of the faculties given to us by God, to
enable us to distinguish between truth, and error; a
sound postulate invariably results in truth ; thus the
perturbations of Saturn led to the discovery of
Uranus, and intelligibly arranged raps, to Spirit
intercourse. 1 have never seen any refutation of the
“ Design theory" ; and the more I study the works, and
laws of nature, the stronger becomes my conviction of
its truth, and of the impossibility of accounting for them
in any other way than that of a Divine intelligence.

Science has never been permitted bv Orthodoxy to
interfere with religion. It has been obliged to confine
itself almost exclusively to physical phenomena;
although our profoundest and most accurate teacher,
it does not pretend to inform us what God, or what
Nature is. Both of these are beyond its province,
while both are so harmoniously blended together, that
they appear to be inseparable; like the colours of the
8olar Spectrum in a Summer's cloud, that delight and
astonish the gazer, while they convince him, that there
are beauties, secrets, glory, and power nearer him, and
within his reach, which he can no more understand than
God. That man is permitted to know so much, is far
more astonishing, than that the finite cannot com-
prehend the infinite.

The object of religion is to perfect our characters by
the cultivation of virtue and of the highest aspirations
of our beings ; not only to improve our moral faculties,
and increase our happiness, butto add to the welfare
and enjoyment of our fellow men and to fit ourselves
by progression, for another and higher state of
existence.

No great moral revolution has ever been effected
either upon individuals, or nations without the influence
of Religion ; hence with few exceptions, the best men,
those most devoted to the welfare of others, in all
countries, have been the sincerely Religious. This
statement is not confined to Christianity, on the
contrary, the inhabitants of Constantinople are quite as
moral as those of Glasgow, and those of Calcutta as
Dublin, Manchester, or Paris.

On the other hand the great majority of wicked men
are pratjically Atheists, and there are many
intelligent Atnejsts who walk in obedience to the laws
of Nature who may bo looked upon as among the
excellent of the Earth.

But to return to our subject. It is as much our
duty to prove the genuineness of any book, or doctrine,
or authority before affirming itto be true or of God ;
as it is the duty of a judge or jury to examine, or
compare the evidence, for, or against a man, who is
placed before them on his trial as a criminal; before
condemning, or acquitting him. Both are performing a
solemn duty for which they are responsible to God ; in
doing which if they violate truth, and justice; they
cannot escape the consequences, which must inevitably
lead to reward, or punishment. Ifas the foundation of
our religion we substitute error, for truth ; or declare
truth to be error, turn our back upou God, and
righteousness, and instead of endeavouring to know,
imitate, and obey Him; do good to our fellow-men
and perfect our characters, make our chief object in
life self-indulgence, the enjoyment of the appetites and
passions to the neglect of our higher faculties and
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progression in  moral attainments is impossible*
Obedience to the laws of our nature, physical, organic,
and  moral; industry,  temperance, cleanliness,
regularity, and virtue, usually furnish health, peace, and
enjoyment, to those who observe them.

If on the other hand we look to our Goals, Hospitals,
Asylums and »Sick beds, we will find abundant nroof,
that “the way of the transgressor is hard ana that
“there is no peace for the " Wicked.” “ Say ye unto
the Righteous that it shall be well with them for they
shall eat the fruit of their doings. Woe -nto the
wicked it shall be ill with him, for the reward of his
deeds shall bo given him."

In the opinion of the writer, the retributive proper-
ties of God’s laws, are by far the strongest evidence we
possess, in favor of ““the Design theory;” a striking
manifestation of wisdom, benevolence, and perfection ;
by making virtue reward, vice to punish itself. The
court house is the heart, where the ever watchful eye
of heaven is always upon wus. If we perform a
generous act, instantly for our encouragement, we
near the still small voice M Well done thou good and
faithful servant?” If we transgress Heaven's laws,
Conscience, heaven’s vicegerent quickly arraigns, and
punishes the offender ; and if the suffering at first be
not severe, its long duration is equivalent ; for it ends
not till death, if it ends then'

“ What nothing earthly gives or can destroy,
The soul's calm sunshine and the heartfelt joy.
Is virtue’s prize  Then tn be fn*c from fear
With hope's bright Star fur ever shining clear.”
* Reason, and virtue answer one great aim.
And true self lore, and social are the same;
For virtue only makes our bliss liclow,

And all our knowledge is ourselves to know."
But who can bear that worm that gnaws within.
That ccaseleAs voice accusing us of sin ?

That haunts us like a Spectre, night and day ;
And calls out shame when wc attempt to pray
Oft whispering to us of a world to come,

A dread uncertainty a loathsome home ;

Makes life a bunion, drives us to excess.
Excess with suffering aggravates distress.

Thus vice movii on ; once innocent and pure
Progressing guilt, must greater pangs endure
Till fortune, health, and character arc gone,
Then reason, and the vital spark has flown.

A PERSONAL DEITY.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARHINOER OF LIGHT.

| differ from your correspondent “ R” in as much as
I deem no antagonist beneath me, (not even that
erratic personage himself) and no fallacies unworthy of
oxposurc, not even tho italicised compilations of textB,
with which he so voluminously favors you. Both
“R" and * Uncle John™ exhibit the:r tolerance and
powers of comprehension in no enviable light by the
distorted views with which they have so freely credited
me, and the men of straw they have bo valiantly
overthrown; accusing me of Atheism which 1 have
always regarded as the height of folly, (though I should
fancy Atheism might be more fully and considerately
dealt with.) Both exhibit tho recklessness and careless-
ness of criticism and expression, which are so indicative
of uncertain and unaccustomed thought. The reason
why 1 did not call God—Magnetism and Electricity is
simply because contrary to tne practice of my oppon-
ents, 1 am in the habit of attaching definite meanings to
the words | use, and again whon | say that Science
discards a belief in a personal God | mean * discards”
and not “ denies the existence of,” or | should have
said so ; while a lingering sense of propriety and accuracy
would prevent me from falling into “ Uncle John's”
mistake of terming Heat and Light “ Principles” when
they are merely modes of motion. | suppose that he
is still proceeding on the assumption of my very
extreme youth, wnen he finds it necessary to favor us
with a rehash of the tritest maxims of Spiritualism,
current twenty years ago. But the kernel of dispute
lies in my statement that “ the beliefin a personal God
is one long discarded by both Science and Spiritual-
ism.”  Now this is not a Dogma, though “ Uncle John”
mistakes it for one; it is merely a statement of fact.
True or untrue, stated for convenience with brevity,
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fa fault of which assuredly he cannot be accused), and
capable of proof. First for Science,—Newton and
Aggassiz  being Christians, necessarily accept, the
doctrine, and their evidence is consequently of no value,
while on the other hand I am able to name Huxley,
Spencer, Tyndall, Wallace, Mill, Darwin, Comte 4c., Ac.,
and for Spiritualism, Hudson, Tuttle, A. J. Davis, The
spirits of Swedenborg, Bacon, and Demosthenes,
J. W. Edmonds and the spirit guides of Cora Tappan.
Judge then between us, which has spoken truth or
dogmatised. Not possessing that intimate knowledge
of the Divine Economy which my antedeluvian friends
Uncle John™ and “ R" (I assume their age from their
intolerance), so confidently announce, 1 still retain my
belief in a “ principle pervading all Nature,” feeling
with deep humility that my finite mind is incapable of
grasping its infinity of glory, rejecting as degrading tho
limitation of sex and personality, which would reduce it
to a fetish within my comprehension at the same time
ns it tore from it all above that lower level not even
binding it to the highest attributes, which after all are
only human, but endeavouring to see it as it is, though
it be feeble and incomplete, to retain the truth though
it be only a portion of it, unstained by earthly weakness,
and unspotted by its Bin.
I am,
Yours truly,
PHILOMATH.

THE PROGRESSIVE SPIRITUALISTS ASSOCIA-
TION.

The following condensed Synopsis of tho objects of
the above Society, has been circulated in the form of a

circular at Mr. Bright's lectures, during the past

month :—

OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION AND CONDITIONS OF MEMBER-
UuP.

"We aim at promoting a fair and candid investigation of all
phenomena, testimony, and rational argument which may assist
in demonstrating the all-important problem of n continued
existence after death. Believing that competent witnesses of
occurrences favoring such demonstration are not necessarily
confined to Bible epochs, wc desire to present the past and present-
accumulating evidence Tor public examination.  But while
holding prominently forward this central object of our organiza-
tion, we deem it our first duty to endeavour to remove the cramp-
ing fetters so long imposed upon free and independent thought;
and encourage the fullest exercise of this our most exalted right
and privilege, being of opinion that Moral, Social, and Spiritual
well-being is best secured by the largest development of individ-
ual judgment, untrammelled by the blighting influences of
Crecdal and Cliurchal limitations.

We do not aim at the creation of a sect; but, as the means of
working out the objects wc have in view, are best obtainable by
united effort, we cordially invite the co-operation of all such as
may be willing to assist and join with us on the side of enlight-
ened reason and unfettered conscience in the great struggle
against the long ursurped authority of ignorance and interested
intolerance.

The conditions of Membership arc simply enrolment and
payment of a Subscription, the amount of which is optional to
the Subscriber. Those wishing to join the Association can do so
any Sunday evening at the Lecture Hall, or by leaving their
Names and amount of Subscription, for the Secretary, at
Mr. Terry's Book Depot, 84 Bussell 8trcet

Country friends may aid the Association in carrying
out the above objects, by an annual Subscription.

The series of lectures on “Spiritual Cosmology,” being
delivered at the Cavendish Rooms by Mrs. Cora Tappan,
are profoundly interesting. The early religious beliefs
of the world are carefully analysed, and their spiritual
significance explained, by the controlling intelligence.
The beautiful invocations and poems with which the dis-
courses are preceded and concluded are an interesting
feature. An effort should be made to secure the ser-
vices for a time of this excellent inspirational medium
for Australia.



THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

AN EVENING WITH MR. HERNE.

The following interesting account of a seance with the
above well-known English medium was forwarded to us
by Mr Stow —

On Monday, February Sth, | was introduced to Mr.
Herne, in the shop of Mr. Burns, Southampton Row.
In the course of conversation he learned that | too was
a medium, at which he seemed much pleased, and invited
me to bis circle, which was to be hold at Mr. Burns's
rooms. At the time appointed | found the company
assembled, nine gentlemeu (including Mr. H.) and one
lady. It is unnecessary to describe minutely the room
ana its contents, suffice it to say that it is an ordinary
back parlor shut off from the front room by folding
doors. Anyone might satisfy themselves that it was
quite impossible for any person to secrete themselves or
enter it without the cognizance of those present. The
doors were locked inside, and the keys left in the locks.

As soon as we were seated, and joined hands iu tbho
usual way, | holding Mr. Herne's right hand, and a
young man (investigator) his left, the gas was turned
out. A guitar, which a second before was lying on the
table, commenced floating round the room, playing at
the same time, one moment striking mo on the head,
and the next instant the ceiling above me. There were
also two small hand-bells, and two cardboard speaking-
trumpets: all these were flying about in different
directions, which, with the ringing of the bells, made a
noise that is difficult to describe. One of the trumpets
was turned to my face, and a spirit, purporting to be
“ Peter " (a peculiar squeaking voice), said—" Oh what
are you doing here so far from home?" then, “All right,
old fellow." This was, doubtless, in answer to some
mental question of a private character. Ratio King
came, and at once recognised me, patted me on the face
and band in a pleasant and familiar manner. The next
moment a ring was placed on my finger, which proved
to have been taken from the young man who sat on the
left of Mr. Herne. The same person asked the spirit
“ Peter ” (with the view of testiug his powers) if he
could tell what he had brought in his pocket; and
directly after the question I felt something placed upon
my forehead, and a voice whispered, “ You can see what
that is, can't you ?” | answered that | could not. The
voice then said—" Well, you ought to, it is a photo.”
Our young friend realised the fact that his photo, was
gone, and seemed very anxious about it, requesting
Peter not to take it. However, his mind was set at rest
by Peter informing him that he would not get it again ;
and he did not, at least that night. One of the circle
had a packet of confections in his pocket, which were
soon distributed by the spirit-fingers. | had three put
in my mouth, anti others of the circle were treated in
like manner.

I mentally asked the question—" Aro any of my own
friends present?" Katie responded by giving me three
tﬁlms on the back of mmyhand,.and..then..little fingers,

e baby's” touched my hand, and others liko those
of a thin female hand ; in all I distinctly felt fourdiffer-
ent hands : they were all warm and life-likp. The guitar
was placed in my arms for a. considerable part of the
seance, playing more or less tho whole time, then float-
ing round, striking all of us in turn on the back. A
chair was taken and placed in the middle of the table,
and to conclude a very satisfactory meeting, Mr. Herne
(with his chair) was lifted and placed also upon tho
table.  During the whole of the seance | held Mr.
Herne’s right hand, and “Investigator ” the left. |
wish some of our Melbourne inquirers had been with
me, felt the wind-like influence, heard the voices, felt
the spirit-hands, and to realise, as | did, the reality of
spirit-life.

GEO. A. STOW.

(Mr. Stow was to leave England, by the “ Northum-
berland,” which sailed March 26th and may, therefore,
be expected in Melbourne in a few weeks.—En. H. L.\

INVESTIGATION.

Investigation is the parent of truth,
Justice, science, knowledge, and sincerity,
The foe of ignorance, credulity, and injustice.
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COMING EVENTS

Eveb since man had a history, and probably long before,
two mighty’forces have swayed the spiritual destinies of
the race, they have shaped goverrments, moulded
nationalities, formed or destroyed churches, and without
one or other of them has nothing boen made that was
made They exist wholly in the spirit of man, they be-
long to his mental nature, though their action is bv no
means limited to it. We will borrow names for these
two great forces from the realm of material nature, and
call them the Centripetal and Centrifugal forces of the
spirit.  The one tends towards rest and passivity, the
other towards swift and ever swifter progression; both
are essential to the nature of man just as both are neces-
sary to the material universe, but the undue preponder-
ance of either is ruinous to true progress or even to
continued existence. In politics that mental tendency
which we hare called the Centripetal force results in
monarchical forms of government, or at least in the cen-
tralization of power in the hands of the few. In religion
it results in hierarchies, orders, graduated steps of
holiness, the central figure of which is supposed to be
the Divine Being himself, or mediately the Divine Being
speaking through appointed ministers. The Centrifugal
force revolts against all this, believes in individualization -
rather than centralization, and sees the Divinity in the
open book of Nature rather than in any accredited
speaker. Among the nations of Western Europe, the
Romish Church 1s the most remarkable type of the Cen-
tripetal force in religion, as Protestantism is of the
Centrifugal; but far deeper than this broad, palpable
distinction lies the less evident one that all priesthoods,
wheresoever they exist, or whatsoever may De the doc-
trine they teach, are in their nature centripetal and
centralising, and that large masses of the most energetic
minds, in every country and in every age, are inherently
opposed to the very first principles of any such system,
no matter how it may seek to bring itself into accord
with their notions. It would seem likely that the world
is destined to see before long one of the greatest
struggles between these two great forces that it has ever
seen. The gathering powers that arc now threatening
Belgium and VlItramontanisin, however, do but feebly
express tho many and great issues that are at stake.
The priests of Rome seem to most persons to be playing
a blind game ; it is as yet blit little understood how des-
perate a one it is. They are fighting everywhere, here
in Australia quite as much as in  Europe, for their own
existence ; and they are fighting against a rising tide of
centrifugal force so vast and mighty that not the wisest
among us can foresee to what it is sweeping us. One of
two things, however, may be tolerably safely predicted
as the outcome of the great spiritual struggle on the
very brink of which we stand. Either this great out-
pouring flood of centrifugal forco will prove victorious,
and sweep before it into utter ruin not the Romish
priesthood only, but all priesthoods among all men
claiming to be the civilized nations of the earth ; or else,
should 1t prove inadequate to the task, and the central-
izing power obtain the upper hand—a result wo deem
almost incredible—then tbe hands of time will be set
back upon the dial of history far more surely than ever
they were in the days of Ahaz, and mankind will experi-
ence just such a revulsion of progress as occurred when
the barbarous Goths quenched the light of ancient
civilization.

The Medium of January 15th contains a discourse
delivered by the Rev. Guy Bryan, clergyman of the
Church of England, at Doughty Hall, London, entitled
“Spiritualism: tho amplification of the Gospel of Jesas."
The discourse is a very able one, and its interest is en-
hanced by the position of tbe deliverer of it. We fear,
however, that the free expression of his views on this
heterodox subject is not likely to pass unnoticed by his
Bishop : and while we lament the possible consequence«
to him in a worldly point of view, we cannot but rejoice
at the moral influence his bold and fearless action must
exercise on the minds of liberal church members, and
feel that his spiritual gain will more than compensate
for his material loss.
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THE HOLMES' IMBROGLIO.

KATIE KING—GEN. E. J. J.ITITTS REPORT.
Boston, MA. 3n/, 1873.
To the Editor of the Banner of Light

I havejuM returned from a two «reeks'laborious and perplexing
investigation in Philadelphia of the Katie King affair, made nt
your request. As your paper is about going to press. | will simply
state, as briefly as possible, the results arrive«l at. The prineipal
rrtilit for these results is due tn Gd. Olcott, with whom | lalsued
during the first week. The evidence leading to these consists
partly of documents, partly of statements and affidavits of cred*
ible persons, and partly of facts which 1 personally witnessed.
Must of the documentary evidence will hr published in G»l.
Olcott’s forthcoming I>00k.

Tim first question was
the Holms«s !

That they do, is conclusively proved. | think, by the following
facts :

The cabinet is built of single walnut Immidlk, in the form of a
triangle ; the sides arc five feet long : its height is eight feet. It
is entirely covered at the top, which is two feet lirlow the ceiling.
It stands nt the centre of one of the walls of the room, but de-
tached from it. The front side has a dwnr in the centre, and nn
aperture on each side, the lower edge of which is live feet five
inches from the floor. Mrs. Holmes's height is five feet three
inches, so that when she st<ssl on the inside, under a window, she
could not 1« seen from the outside. Blanding on tip-toe, the top
of her head only was visible. The only thing inside on which she
could mount, wns the very low chair on which she sat, and some-
times even this was not taken in, she standing during the whole
seance.

The entire outside of the cabinet was always visible to the
»jlcctators, nnd no person or thing could be introduced into it
without being seen. There was no cut in the carpet on which it
stands, and no trace of any trap in the floor. Evcrv one of the
screws and nails was tested by Gd. Olcott, and no sham screw,
swinging panel, or cut boards could be found. Entirely round
the cabinet on the inside, at the height of nearly six feet, he
tacked a mosquito net. One of the windows was made unapproa-
chable from within by a wire cage some eighteen inches deep,
extending from the top to the floor, and secured by stnples clinched
on the outside.

Before the materializations commenced, Mrs. Holmes was in-
variably tied up in a bag by Col. Olcott himself. The material
was obtained by himself, and the bag wns made under his own
supervision. On each occasion we cxnmincd it inside and out, to
sec that the stitching had not been tampered with or another bag
or lining introduced. The draw-string was pulled as tight round
the throat ns it could be without stopping respiration. At the
back of the neck the ends of the draw-string crossed each other
without being tied. At the point of crossing, melted sealing-wax
was dropped nnd stamped with Col. O.'s signet ring. Then the
slack of the Img being taken up from the bottom, it was pinned to
Mrs. Holmes's sleeves, on both arms, near the wrist, and a pencil
mark was drawn round each pin. Invariably, at the end of the
sitting, Mrs. Holmes was found in the bag, in precisely the same
condition as when put in it; the seal was unbroken, and the pins
had not been disturbed. On every occasion | assisted Col. Olcott,
and certify to these facts on my own personal observation. | will
add that Col. 0. obtained from an eminent juggler the secret of
the ““bag trick," and adopted a mode of securing the medium that
effectually precluded any iwssilHity of her resorting to it. During
the sittings there was light enough for the spectators to discern
every object in the room.

Under these conditions the following manifestations occurred :
On the door being closed it wns instantly bolted on the inside.
At the window covered by the cage, hands nnd spirit lights waved
oack and forth, and once the upper part of the head of John King
appeared. At the other window a guitar left in the cabinet was

thrummed, and then banded out; hands and arms were shown,
sometimes within a fgw seconds after the door was shut; and
once abeautiful female band, in full gaslight, before we had taken

Do spirit* really materialize through
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our scat*. The face of John King always appeared. It was the
Mune face, perhaps slightly varied, that 1! used to sec at the
Holmes' seances last May. Generally he answered only by sign* *
of the head : sometimes in a whisper, and once began to speak to
Col. Olcott in the gruff voice of last May, which then subsided
into a whisper. Inside of the cabinet 1 rc|>vatcdly heard him
speak in this name gruff voice. This face was no mask. Hi*
head was seen higher (as | verified myself) than Mrs. Holmes'«
could have liecn even if standing on the chair. The same tierce
black eye» | saw last May moved in every direction (Mrs. Holmes's
arc light grey). His lip* moved in speaking. Hr would Kkiss his
hands to us with a smack, and once kissed the check of a lady
present. llia hands were large, even for a man, though perfectly
lifelike and natural to the touch. That he was a disembodied
spirit is shown by the following facts :

Mrs. X.. a lady friend of Col. Olcott in Philadelphia, has been
for many years a medium of most extraordinary power. One day
while Col. 0. was conversing with her at her own home. John
King made his presence known, and at Col. O. s request promised
te give him u certain secret sign to prove his ldentity, on showing
himself that evening at the Holmeses. That evening he appeared
as usual, called up Col. Olcott, and gave him the identical sign
agreed upon.

Col. Olcott has two sons at school in New Haven. One day,
talking with John King at Mrs. X.'s, he asked him to keep a
good lookout for his two boys. That evening, while talking from
within the cabinet, he said to Col. 0., nothing having been sug-
gested to lend up to it, "Colonel, I'll take can* of your boy, Mor-
gan." No one present but himself knew of bis having a boy of
that name.

At one of the sittings Col. 0. handed him his signet ring, which
be did not return to him. After the sitting was over the cabinet
was searched for it, but it could not be found. On retiring to rest
that night at his lodgings, while putting his watch under his pil-
low, he found there his signet ring.

At one of the sittings John King responded to questions by raps
inside the cabinet. He was asked to rap a certain number of
times in French, Spanish, German, Russian, Georgian. Latin nnd
in Greek ; the number desired varying with the language. The
res|Mjnsc wns correct in every instance. The Holmeses arc entirely
ignorant of any language but their own.

Finally, at the sitting at Col. Olcott’s lodgings, hereafter men-
tioned, John King called up Mr. lletanclly, a Georgian gentleman
present, and mentioned to him in a whisper an occurrence which,
he assured me, no other human being but himself knew.

Katie King, or a spirit calling horself thus, appeared and
talked with us repeatedly. 1t was not Mrs. Holmes; the face was
entirely different. It was not a mask ; it was as natural and life-
like as that of the Katie King of Inst May ; her eyes moved, and
her lips, when speaking—which was nlwnys in a whisper. Wlion
talking with her, I was within from six to twelve inches of her
face. Once, at my request, she floated upward to the very top of
the cabinet | saw her form to below her waist; it was covered
with a delicate white dngtery. As | gazed at her, she vanished
from my sight. Mrs. Holmes at this, as at all other sittings, was
dressed in black.

Several times she extended her hands out of the window and
patted me on the head. Repeatedly she allowed me to feel of her
hands, which were soft nud delicate to the touch, and perfectly
natural, though smaller than they appeared last May. But the
face, to my surprise, at the sittings of January 22nd and 23rd
wns entirely different. Strange as it may appear, it was the face
of the photograph, alleged to be of Katie King, but now known
to be that of Mrs. White. The complexion was pale and sickly,
and the expression very sail. Her explanation to me of the differ-
ence in her nppearnnee wns, that last May Mr. Holmes was the
medium ; and that now she drew from Mrs. Holmes. At every
sitting, she persisted in assuring me that she was the 6ame Katie
King that | saw last May ; and in proof of it, recalled to me
something that transpired at one of the May sittings, personal to
myself, and when | had entirely forgotten. On Jan. 23rd, she
took my knife and cut from her head for me, in my presence, a
6mall lock of her hair, which was perfectly straight when given to
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me. On the gas being relighted, it was found to be curled, and
of a delicate «hade of golden auburn. Dr. Child informs me that
this ra the color of the hair of the Katie King of last May. |
have compared thia hair with that given to Robert Dale Owen last
June; it is evidently the same. The three hair artist« | have
shown the specimen to, any they must have come from the nunc
bead.

On January 25th. Mrs. Holmes's trance was so deep that when
the sitting was over she was like a cog>«e—as cold, aa white, and
almost as pulseless as marble. That evening, as also on January
27th, the last time 1 saw her, the Katie King was again the Katie
of last May—that is. so far aa | could distinguish the features,
the room lteing much darker than usual. In a few minutes the
door was slowly opened, and Katie stood before in, draped in a
white gauzy material, a bridal veil covering her head, and stand-
ing out stiffly from it an if starched. She remained two or three
minutes, and then withdrew, closing the door after her. Twice
more she reapfieaml, and withdrew as before. She was very
short—apparently not over four feet six inches in height. Her
arms were Imre to the shoulder, beautifully formed, and she kept
them continually in graceful motion.

Finally, on Jan, 24th, at a sitting improvised at Col. Olcott's
odgings, to which | brought Mrs. Holmes in a carriage, she bring-
ing with her only the bag, the cabinet consisted simply of the
bedroom closet, at the entrance of which was hung a black cur-
tain, with slits made in it for a window. At that sitting both
Col. Olcott and myself felt Mrs. Holmes in the bag on the left
side of the closet while Katie was talking to us and touching us
from the right.

It being thus demonstrated that spirits do materialise them-
selves through the Holmses, the question as to whether the Katie
King of last spring and summer was Mrs. White or not is brought
within the domain of ordinary facts, to be determined by the
weight of evidence. ~ The proofs of Katie's identity with Mrs.
White consist first of Mrs. White's so-called autobiography, pub-
lished in the Philadelphia Inquirerof Jan. 9th, and 11th. Secondly,
of certain corroborative facts :

1. The now admitted fact that Mrs. White jiersonated Katie
King in the taking of her alleged photographs.

2. The recognition of Mrs. White ns Katie King at a mock Bit-
ting on Dec. 5th, and Dr. Child's recognition of her when she
signed her confession on the 8th of January.

3. Mrs. White's production of the presents made to Katie King.

4. The alleged substitution of a new Katie King st a sitting
near the end of November.

5. The identity of Mrs. White's handwriting with that of the
notes received from Katie King ; and the identity of Holmes's
handwriting with that of the body of the communication signed
F. W. Robertson.

6. Certain expressions in Holmes's letters to Mrs. White ap-
parently pointing to such a confederacy.

First as to the autobiography.

It was signed by Mrs. White, formerly Eliza Frances Potter,
daughter of James Potter, stonecutter, of Lee, Mass.  Hcnfatbcr
isdead. Her mother and her son, a boy ubout thirteen years old,
now live in Cape Street, Lee. She is now from thirty-six to
thirty-eight years of age. When very young she marriod Wilson
B. White commonly known as “ Bob White," a drummer in a band,
who now keeps a drinking saloon in Winstead, Conn.  Since blic
left him years ago, she has gone by various names.  Last March
she hired the premises at No. 50 North Ninth-street, Philadelphia,
taking the Holmeses with her to board ; they compensated her by
paying therent (46 dole, a month) and a further sum per week. She
continued to reside there till the 9th or 10th of September, when
she told the landlord, Mr. Evans, that she was going tosec her
boy, who sho heard was ill. Her room was on the third floor,
directly over the parlor in which the Holmes' sittings were held.
She was thought by many to resemble the 1l Katie King” of the
cabinet, and it came Anally to be generally believed tliat she per-
sonated her at her sittings.

The mysterious gentleman who made the alleged discovery of
the identity of Katie King with Mrs. White, is Mr. W. O. Leslie
agent of the Baltimore, Philadelphia and New York Railway
Company.
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During my stay in Philadelphia. | repeatedly requested Mr

Leslie, as also another member of the " Ex|uoure Committee,"
whom | will call Mr, Z., to obtain for me an interview with Mrs
White, in order to identify her with the Katie King whom 1 so
often saw last May. The answer always was that she had dis-
appeared, and that they could give me no information that could
put me on her track.
According to Mrs. White’s own statement, her personations of
Katie King could not have commenced before the middle of June.
The cabinet she describes, and of which she gives a diagram, con-
sisted of walnut or dark boards covering the entire corner of the
room, including the door-way into the bed-room, having a door
opening into the parlor with a window on each side of it. The
bed-room door has been taken off, and the passage barred by a
walnut partition through which she entered the cabinet by un-
screwing a button, oovering the two ends of ailjoining panels.
Now this cabinet was not made till the fifth of June, and even
then no partition bad been put up in tbe doorway, the door being
secured by a padlock. It was not till some time afterwards
(exactly when | could not ascertain) that the door was taken
away and boards substituted. Until the Sth of June there was a
second door hung upon one of the door-post*, and the cabinet was
extemporized for the face sittings by simply bringing tbe two
doors together. The only aperture was a circular cut in one of
these doors, at which the faces were seen. On the bed-room side
there were five boards of unpainted pine firmly nailed to the sides
and the top of the door, but there was no batten hiding cut boards,
and none of them had a button on it, as 1, and many others who
examined them, will certify.

Again, Mr. Leslie assured me that he attended tbe sittings from
the time Katie King first appeared, and on questioning him 1|
found that be had never seen or beard of the cabinet that existed
before the 5th of June.

Finally, Mrs. White says that they bad beard of the London
Katie's farewell before they determined to bring her out in Phila-
delphia. Now this farewell was on the 21st of May, and it was
about the middle of June before any notice of it was published in
thia country.

The Katie King that appeared in May and theArst part of June
thus remains entirely unaccounted for, and, if not a spirit, must
have been another confederate. In that case, must she not hare
known the fact, and knowing it, is it credible that she should
have made no mentiou of it in her statement |

One word more as to this Katie King of May. Mrs. White, aa
| ascertained from various sources, is but little below a woman's
medium height, the estimates varying from five feet one, to five
feet three inches. Now the May Katie King, who appeared in
full form the first time on the Sth of June, was dwarflshly short,
of the height of a child of ten years old, as | learn from several
persona then present.

Next as to the facts corroborating Mrs. White's statement; and
first, as to Mrs. White's standing for Katie King in the taking of
the photographs. This fact was admitted to me by Mr. and Mrs-
Holmes on the 31st of January, and it undoubtedly casts a strong
suspicion over all Katie's appearances in the cabinet and requires
of us the greatest caution in accepting the evidences of their gen-
uineness. It is only just to Mr. and Mrs. Holmes to state that
their admission to me of tbe fact was «entirely voluntary, and
prompted apparently by my earnest appeal to them, if they bad
bceu guilty of any deception in the matter, to dare to do right by
confessing it

The effect of this personation might have been foreseen. All
those persons who had ever seqgn Mrs. White, on seeing these
alleged photographs of Katie King needed no further proof that
they were one and the same person.

Secondly, as to the recognitions of Mrs. White as Katie King at
the mock sitting'on December 6th at Dr. Paxson's, and by
Dr. Child when she signed her confession before the magistrate
on January Sth.

There are certain facts that very much impair the force of
there recognitions as evidence, if they do not destroy it entirely.

The seven persons present at this mock sitting were Robert
Dale Owen, Dr. and Mrs. Child, Mr. and Mm. Leslie, and
Dr. Paxson and Mrs. Buckwaltcr.
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Mr. Owen tell» me that though *o the beat of bi* knowledge
arid belief the person who then enacted the port of Kate King
was the nunc be bad no often »eon at the Holmes«, her perform-
ance» were inferior to those of the latter, in fact. " very
bungling,” csliecially in the “ vanishing" scene, which did not
seem to him to lie at all like that at the Holmeses.

Of the remaining six jicreoiiB present, Mr. nnd Mrs. Leslie*»
recognition can obviously count for nothing as evidence ; not
that tbeir testimony is less credible than that of the others, but
Itccausc it was Mr. Leslie himself that got up the sitting, and
brought Mrs. White to it for the very purpose of convincing the
others of her identity with Katie King; a fact which he hail
licen aware of, be told me, ever since last summer, although lie
had not been able to induce Mrs. White to confess the person-
ation till the 3rd of December.  As to this [mrticular recognition
then, Mr. Leslie, stood in the |s>sition of a party interested, who
had a case to prove, nnd not in* that of a witness : atid it is a
natural presumption that Mrs. Leslie knew all liet*husband knew,
or believed nil that be believed.

Of the remaining four, Dr. I'axsou and Mrs. Backwall« were
the very jiersons who, on the 3rd of July (see Mr. Owen'’s article
in the "Atlantic Monthly,") when Katie cuts piece from her
robe and another from her veil, which proved to be only an inch
or so in length nnd in diameter, plainly saw the cutting, and that
it left in the robe a bole " at least five or six inches long,” and in
the veil one “ three or four inches in diameter,”" and that in a few
seconds both the robe nud the veil liccame whole again before
tbeir eyes. Mrs. White says this was all the work of their
imagination ; so that if they really recognised Mrs. White as
Katie King they thereby discredited tbeir own statement. But
if made in good fnitb (which I have no reason to doubt) it proves
eitb« that they were mistaken in their recognition, or that their
sense of sight is so completely dominated by their imagination as
to render tbeir testimony on the point in question wholly unreli-
able.

Again, all these seven |>crsons except Mr. Owen, as will appear
further on, bad repeatedly, perhaps frequently, seen and talked
with this same Mrs. White at No. GO North Ninth street after the
Holmeses had departed for the West, and, though continuing to
go to sec Katie King till the 3rd of December, never before
suspected her identity with Mrs. White. As to Dr. Child, he bad
seen her often, by day as well as by night, at his own office, as
well as at tho Holmeses, both before and after their departure.
It is not the slightest impeachment of bis veracity to say that,
under these circumstances, his recognitions at this sitting and
afterwards on Jan. Sth when Mrs. White apjieared in prop«
person before the magistrate, can carry with them but very little
weight.

In view of all this, and considering that these persons had been
brought together by Mr. Leslie for the express purpose of recog-
nising as Katie King a woman who bad confessed she had been
personating her, producing, in corroboration, the very trinkets
that had been given to Katie, it is very easy to understand how
a certain resemblance, combined with a skilful " make up" and
oth« stage effects, may have caused the spectators to sec in the
person before them the veritable Katie King. And as to this
possible personal resemblance of Mrs. White to the Katie Kihg
of November, let that marvellous but established fact be borne in
mind that the London Katie constantly varied more or less in her
appearance, and tliat other marvellous fact | have already testified
to, that the Katie | saw at the Holmeses in January strongly
resembled the Katie of tho photograph, that is to say, Mrs. White
herself.

On the whole, these recognitions appear to me to be very far
from conclusive as to the identity of Mrs. White with Katie
King

Thirdly, as to the production of the trinkets.

Col. Olcott informs me that at Chittenden the presents made to
the spirits that appear through the Kddys (and the genuineness
of these spirits he has folly demonstrated by thfee months of
decisive experiments) are never carried away by them, but arc
left on the premises, and are collect«! and kept for them by the
mediums. Then there is nothing incredible in Katie King's
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doing the same thing at the Holmeses. When | questioned them
on thia subject their explanation was that they had concealed the
trinkets by the advice of a |»erson of high social standing, and on
whom they were partly dependent, who thought it inexpedient to
make the fact known, im it would require “ long explanations."”
Whether this statement be true or uot, it cannot affect the
probability that what spirits have done at Chittenden they may
have done in Philadelphia. Thus the production by Mrs. White
of trinkets given to Katie King, by no means proves that they
were given to herself.

A [H*mon residing near Philadelphia, whom 1 will call Mr.
V. (with whom an interview mny be had by any one inquiring of
me), stalcil that last August, after the Holmeses bail gone West,
leaving Mrs. White in charge of their effects, there lieing then a
dispute between them touching the payment of the last month's
rent, Mrs. White showed him the box containing these trinkets
saying that she thought she would keep them, to hold them after-
wards. if necessary, in judgment against the Holmeses, and that
she then put them in her own trunk, but that she never intimated
to him that she had personated Katie King until after the 8th of
January, when she signed her “ Autobiography.”

Fourthly, as to the substitution of a new Katie Kihg toward
the end of November, alluded to by Mr. Owen in some of his
published correspondence on this subject.

1 had a full conversation with him on this point, and learned
that as to the face of the supposed new comer, there was not light
enough for him to judge how far it differed from the Katie he
was familiar with, and that his suspicion was based chiefly on the
great difference in height between the two ; the supposed substi-
tute lieing extremely short.

But this circumstance ought. 1 think, to weigh, but very little
as evidence of a fradulcnt substitution ; for, in the first place, as
Mr. Owen himself stated to me, the Katie of last summer was
found to vary in height in her different appearances, though to
the extent, he thought, of not more than two inches—that is,
from one inch above to one inch below five feet. In the next
place, as | have before stated, when Katie first appeared in full
form, which was on June 6th, she was quite dwarfish in height,
not appearing taller than a child of ten yean old. And finally,
that this was just about the height, as before stated, of the spirit
that nppeared to us outside of the cabinet at the Holmeses' on
Jan. 26th, purporting to be Katie King, and being, as there was
strong reason to believe, the same Katie who had appeared
during the spring and summer.

Fifthly, the identity of Mrs. White s hand-writing with that
of several notes received from Katie King: two in pencil to Mr,
Owen ; one, also in pencil to Mrs. Stoddard, and the paragraphs
on Flowers, written last May, for Dr. Child. These have all been
compared with a letter from Mrs. White to Dr. Child, dated Oct.
19th, 1874, and from the peculiar formation of the letters appear
to have been written by the same person. 1 will add, in passing,
that the chirography of Mrs. White's letter is quite irregular, that
many of the words arc misspelled, with a profusion of capital let-
ters; while in most of the writings purporting to come from
Katie King the handwriting is quite neat and regular, and there
is scarcely any orthographical error. Again, the body of the
communication purporting to come to Mr. Owen from F. W.
Robertson, and written, as was supposed, in his presence, is, to
all appearance, in the handwriting of Mr. Holmes.

But the whole cogency of this evidence is destroyed by the
following extraordinary and mysterious fact: On January
13th, 1876, CoL Olcott delivered to John King, in the cabinet, a
note written by him in French to Katie King. The writing was
at the centre of the page, and requested an answer to be written
round it. The next afternoon, at a sitting at a piivatc house, the
note was shown to him with no answer upon it; but nt anoth«
sitting that same evening the note was returned to CoL Olcott at
the cabinet window, and it then bore an answer, above and below
the writing, beginning in French, but concluding in English’
signed “ Katie King," and in the same handwriting as the notes
pf last summer, resembling that of Mrs. White. Now if there be
any fact beyond all question it is that, notwithstanding the
dentity of the handwriting, this last communication was not
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written by Mr». White. In view of such a fact oh this, it would
obviously not be safe to assert that the Robertson communication
was written by Mr Holme*. because it smear* to be in his
handwriting, It seems evident that in these materialisation
phenomena no inference can e projwrly drawn from an apparent
identity of handwriting, for this may arise either from some
occult |«ychological law, or it may be the prank of some advene
spirit.

Sixthly, the supposed proof of Mrs. White's confederacy from
Holmes'’s letters to her.

These fetters were written from Blissfield. Mich., during August
and September, 1874. As they bear on their face the strongest
internal evidence of having been written in the strictest confi-
denre and for no other eye than that of the person to whom they
were addressed, they may lie properly assumed to express the real
purpose« and feelings of the writer,

1 begin with those ¢upfiowd to prove the Holmeses* intention to
have Mrs. White personate Katie King at Blissfield.

In the first place, it is obvious, from their directing all their
furniture and effects to I»c shipped to Blissfield, that early in
August the Holmeses had decided to make their home there, or at
least to stay there a considerable length of time. It is equally
obvious that they needed some one to do the work of their house*
hold, if Mrs. Holmes was to be kept in any tolerable condition
for their sittings. Now the Holmen*' statement is that they
bad always found great difficulty in obtaining domestic help, very
few persons being willing to live in a house frequented by spirits.
They hod gone to bonrd with Mrs. White, in order that Mrs.
Holmes might I»c relicveil from the exhausting cares of a house*
bold. They did not harmonise with each other, but with them it
was “ Hobson's choice,” and whin they decided to locate at
Blissfield they were glad to arrange for her journey to them there.
Add to this (as | learned from a source independent of the
Holmeses) that Mrs. White herself is a decided medium, and that
the Holmeses believed that Katie King always ““drew from her"
more or less.

The two ‘‘cut boards" mentioned in Holmeses' letter of
Aug. 8th, were the same that had I»een made and used for the
admission of Mrs. White into the cabinet when she stood for the
photographs, nicy intended, the?/ *ay, to use them as seats in
the cabinet in rase they were called on, as they bail been some-
times, to give seances a la Daven|»ort Brothers. True, any state-
ments of the Holmeses must be allowed very little weight as
evidence ; but they are, nt the least, as credible as any uncorrob-
orated testimony to the contrary of the notorious Mrs. White.

One passage in the same letter is apparently inconsistent with
Mrs. White's being wanted only as a housekeeper :

» We will arrange for you to board in the house as a stranger,
and everything depends on your acting your part well. Itisa
ﬁountry town, and everybody talks and tells all they see and

ear."

But it would be difficult to believe that thia passage refets to
any personation by Mrs. White of Katie King. For, could there
have been a surer way of causing her instant detection than b
taking her to a country town where “ everylxxly talks and tells
all they see and hear,” arranging for her board, and then show-
ing her nightly at the sittings as Katie King, to the very inmates,
probably, of the house where she boarded ?

Another suspicious passage is found in Holmcse's letter of
Aug. 28th :

“We will scud you a ticket to Chicago, and if we can
harmonize, will do better than we did.in Philadelphia, and will
try and avoid such foolishness hereafter. | have no doubt you
did the best you knew how. I did not mean to find fault with
you."

This has been construed as alluding to some criticisms of the
Holmeses on Mrs. White's peformance of Katie King. But
considering the universal delight and admiration excited by
Katie's appearance and actions, it is scarcely credible that they
could have quarrelled with her on that head. If they did, they
must be hard indeed to please. It is more reasonable to suppose
that the faults alluded to related to some household matters.

N But_zimother passage in the same letter has been said to “ clinch
the nail’*:

“You will like Chicago, and we will arrange it so that you can
go out and come in when you please, and enjoy yourself.”

This is supposed to imply that, to prevent detection while in
Philadelphia, she had not been allowed to go out freely. But
surely, this same freedom tn go out when she Fleased would have
been”as dangerous in Chicago as it was in Philadelphia. 1 think
therefore that this passage is_Anything but decisive of an
intention to make her enact Katie King.

As to the alleged finding of Mrs. White on Sept 16th near the
Holmeses' premises at Blissfield, there appears nothing that can
be called evidence of the fact In her ““Autobiography” she
makes no mention of itat all, and the statement in the Chicago
newspaper merely shows that a young woman was caught there
in man's clothes; and for aught that appears, her identity with
Mrs. White was a mere guess or invention of the anonymous
reporter.

rhe only passage in these letters that seems to point unmis-
takeably to an intended personation of Katie King is the follow-
ing in Holmes's letter of Aug. 14th :

“1 will do as I said, and pay 5 dols. for each and every seance,
and if we don’t take in that amount will make it up.”

And in his letter of Aug. 18th he repeats :

“Once more I'll repeat it, ‘we will pay you 5 dols. for each
seance.*”

Determined to neglect no possible source of information, |
questioned Mr. and Mrs. Holmes on this point. Mr. Holmes
assured me he had no recollection of writing anything of the
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| sort; that such an offer would have been jircpostcrous, and that

these words must have been an interpolation. Mr. Holific« also
«aid that such an offer would have been prepoatcrous, that it
would have left little or nothing for themselves, aud that it must
have been intended a* a joke.

To understand the true meaning of a writing it should be read
in the light ol the surrounding circumstances Now one of the
facts in the case is that early in the spring the Holmeses made a
contract with Dr. Child, under which Dr C. wax to pay them at
the rate of 10 dols. for each sitting of his own circle, he to receive
all the admission fees, and to admit at these sittings any number
of persons he chose. Mrs. White states she was to have 2 dols.
for each sitting ; that is, if her story be true, the Holmeses, who
in their arrangement with Dr. Child had nut an average value on
their sitting of 10dols., were willing to allow her one-fifth of this
amount for her personation of Katie King. And this, everything
considered, seems to approximate very nearly to what the
Holmeses might have reasonably afforded ; for Katie King con-
stituted but a small part, though the most attractive part, of
their show. Now it is hardly credible that at a small country
place like BliMthId the Holmeses could have expected larger
receipts than in Philadelphia; and if they did not, would they
have seriously offered Mrs. White to guarantee to her Sdols. a
sitting?

But whatever may he the true explanation of this supposed
offer, there is another-circumstance militating strongly against
the theory that the purpose for which Mro. White wax to go to
Blissfield was to j»croonatc Katie King; and that is that,- though
Mrs. White never left Philadelphia, ns she says herself, till the
9th of September, Katie King apjicarcd at BliMtield on the
21st of August, and continued to appear there till some time in
smIxT. Aug. 25th. Holmes write* to Dr. Child, “ The
21st. six or seven present, Katie King came out and showed
herself splendid,” kc. These appearances of Katie's are men-
tioned in the newspaj«« published there, or in the neighborhood
during August and September. Now, if this was a genuine
Katie, there was no further need of a bogus oue, and the Holmeses
would have poaponod, at least, incurring the ex|«nse of bringing
Mrs. White to Blissfield. But instead of this, Mr. and Mrs.
Holme» arc as urgent for her to come as ever. Aug. 24th, Mrs.
Holmes writes : * Nelson says he will send you fifty dollars next
week. Then you had better come as soon as you get this."  And
on the 28th Holmes writes, “ 1 will send you a ticket from
Philadelphia to Chicago, and as so*>u thereafter as j»oesible I will
redeem your pledges from the pawnbrokers.”

It may be said that the Kntie who had appeared at Blissfield
was also a bogus one they had picket) up there. But why install
a new Katie while they were expecting the arrival of their former
one at no little expense to themselves’ And is it credible that,
in the meantime, they would have risked the «letection of the
fraud by the sudden substitution of a different j»croon when Mrs.
White should arrive?

A phrase in Holmes's letter to Mrs. White, after the ““expos-
ure” remonstrating with her upon her conduct, is also supposed
to joint to her personation of Katie King : “ You jxxacsscd that
which would have been a source of income to you ns long ns you
lived." The sentence proceeding this ia “ You were not obliged
to stay with any particular party, or in any one place.” This
can refer only to her gift of healing mediumship (for she had
practiced as n healing medium); for what can be more absurd
than for Holmes to seriously assure Mrs. White that she could
continue to go about the country, independently of everybody,
i»ersonnting Katie King “ to the end of her days".

It {8 certainly very singular, if the Katie King of the Holmeses'
seances, was really Mrs. White, that in all the many confidential
letters written to her by Holmes during their absence from
Philadelphia, beyond these few ambiguous expressions, not the
slightest allusion can be found in any of them to her confederacy.

On Aug. 18th, ns we shall see further on, Mrs. White wrote to
Holmes about the absurd stories afloat of her I»cing Kntie King.
Dr. Child, it ap|»cars, had written him to the 6ame effect.
Holmes thus writes to her, Aug. 24th (and it must be remembered
that he was not then writing for effect, but in the most familiar
and minscrved confidence, s|»eaking, as it were, his most private
thoujffiu):

“Dr. Child wrote me about taking the cabinet down ; also
about the absurd stories floating about Philadelphia. | wrote
back by return mail for him to keep our things there, provided
they had not been shipped, and that we would return to do battle
with the d d fools once more,"

If these “absurd stories” had been the simple truth, would
Holmes have thhs written about them to his confederate ?

The following letter from Holmes to Dr. Child of Sept.
4th shows that Katie w*as then appearing in  Mrs. White's,
absence. Does it not also tend to indicate his sincere belief in
her as a spirit ?

“ Katie King comes to us better than ever, but seems traubM
about that we can't find out. HA/ir Joet tke toll you T
Who are those fellows who are giving bogus seances, and pre-
tkendin\% Katie King and John Kipg come to them. Anybody we

now

The Philadelphia Press of Jan. Uth stated on the authoritr of
Mrs. White that in the sitting at which a “ certain wealthy
physician" saw figures representing Jesus and Mary, it was
Mr. Holmes who personated Christ, she herself being the
Madonna. To test the truth of this statement | called upon the
physician alluded to, and was informed by him that during the
whole sitting, nt which these figures appeared, Mr. Holmes as
well Mrs. Holmes, sat by his side, in company with a lady who
was the only other spectator present.
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A letter from Dr. Child in »he Graphic of Nov. 16th, states that
Katie King's ap>OMmnccii had begun again at the Holmcacs' new

uarters, No. 825 North Tenth street, on the 20th of October, mid
that she had shown herself there at “ almost every seance since.”
Mrs. White informs us that the hiding-place from which she
emerged to enter the cabinet at these sitting* consisted of the
comer window, boarded up on the inside, and from which the
sashem had licrn taken out, leaving standing room for her behind
the boards, one or two of which she removed when the time came
for her to apjicnr. But Mr. E.. a very intelligent and reliable
gentleman who attended these sittings, assure«l me that this was
not true : that he once personally'examined the condition of the
window by knocking out some of the lioards ; that lie found all
the boardx to I>c firmly secured, tin* blinds fastened in, nnd the
wixhex undisturbed ; and that there was no room for any human
being to stand Isdiind those Itoards.

A letter just received from Mr. Owen states that there is now
proof that the mechanic who made the cabinet, at 60 North Ninth
street, sold Holmes a walnut plank of the nne length as those
used for the cabinet, but cut in two at Holmes's ropiest. This
mechanic is John B. Trainer, 52« Filbert-street, who publicly cer-
tified under his signature, on the 6th of July (Banner of Light,
Jan. 9th, 1876) that there was nothing alsiut it adapted for any
purls>se of fraud or trick. Now either Mr. Trainer certified to a
falsehood, or else the rut Ixmrds were furnished to Holmes after
July 6. thus corrolxirating Holmes's statement that the cut ljonrds
were not mads til) they were needed to ndinit Mrs. White into
the cabinet, on the 20th of July, to stand for the pictures.

| have now reviewed the evidence adduced to prove that the
Katie King seen at the Holmeses was Mrs. White, and it seems
to me entirely insufficient for the pugiose. J will proceed to
notice certain circumstantial evidence, tending more or less
directly to show that her story is false.

1. By the experiments, already detailed. made in January. 1876,
the fact is demonstrated that certain spirits, known as John King
nnd Katie King, do materialise themselves through the Holmeses.
They lieing, then, under no necessity of resorting to fraudulent
personations, it is highly improlmble they would have incurred
the great risks attending the employment of a living confederate.
To make money by the sale of pictures of Katie King, Mrs. White's
personation ira» necessary, it Iteing found that the real Katie
could not materialize sufficiently for that purjiose ; but tor the
Katio of the cabinet they had no need of a living confederate.

2. The following passages from the private correspondence of
Mr. Holmes and Mrs. White take us somewhat behind the scenes :

July 3Wwt.--Holme» to Mr». II'.:—* Keep a sharp lookout while
you stay in 50. Dr. Child has the dead latch-key. I could not
refuse him.  So he will be running in on you unawares, and per-
haps bring company with him.”

Aug. %th—Holme» to Mr». IF.*—*“Dr. Child tells us in his
letter that he nnd some friends have Inul three or four sittings.”

Aug. 14th.—Holme» to l)r. Child:—Mrs. White writes me that
parties are constantly calling and annoying her alxrat us ; offer-
ing her large sums to tell what she knows of the Holmeses. One
party offered a thousand dollars if she would ex|>oac us, if she
could. This is why we want another house, and think it best for
none to lie in the same house with us. | don't sec why we should
be so annoyed.”

Aug. \%th.—Mr». B'Aifr to the Holmetct, dated Philadelphia,
50 North Ninth Street;—" Dr. Child comes here with Dr. Paxson,
Mr. Leslie, Mrs. Buckwater nnd Mrs. Child, nnd hold seances, nnd
go on just as if they owned the house.”

“The man that called the other day called again yesterday.
His name is Leslie. Leslie said “you look like Katie King. People
suy you arc Katie King. If you will confess we’ll stand by you,
and pay you the money (one thousand dollars?, in advance. We
want to stor) all this Spiritualism that's going all over the country,
and we will put the Holmeses down if you will only tell me and
friends all you know about it. 1 told him | did’'nt know anything
about your affairs ; that if you were not genuine mediums there
wns none. | did not sec how it could boa humbug. He lepcatcd
what he said before. Soon after Roberts, of 1210 Market street,
came in. He talked a long time, but acted very strange. | told
liim os | did Leslie. What docs all this mean ? "1 wish you would
come here to this city. How funny that an%body should think

that | am the spirit | How absurd | - But all this causes me great
trouble, and | don’t like it. Your friend
(““Frank Stevens” erased)

Eliza White.”

Aug. 25th.—Holme» to Dr. Child:—* Mrs. White say6 you and
the friends were very rude; wanted to look into all our bo'xcs and
trunks, and break open locks. What were you looking for or ex-
pect to find ?”

Aug, 27.—Holme» to Mr». TP.:—Speaks of * Dr. Child’s coming
and pestering her about cheats, Ac."

From these facts, it is a legitimate inference that Mrs. White
was not Katie King—first, because if she was, the Holmeses
would not have given the freedom of the house (with the
opportunity of seeing her whenever they pleased; to the very
persons who, being most familiar with Katie King's features,
would be the most likely to detect the fraud ; secondly, liecause
if Mrs. White was Katie King, it is not credible that these
persons should have failed to discover the fact. There is only
one other alternative, and that cannot be entertained for a
moment, that these persons, Dr. Child csjiccially, were privy to
the fraud.

8. Some of the explanations of the manner in which certain of
the phenomena witnessed by Mr. Owen and others were produced
are manifestly false, while others-ebe omits to explain at all.

Passing over what I myself saw in May, aud what friends of
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mine saw <n the 6th of June, | will refer only to some of tlie
phenomena witnessed by Mr. Owen (Atlantic Monthly for
January. 1876,)

Mrs. White asserts that her vanishing and reapi>earancc on
Je]/ly 9th were effected simply by the use of a black shawl  But
this does not explain how the lily held in her hand remained in
view till her whole |«rsnn had disappeared, nor how it was the
first object wen again on her reappearance.

The »ame may lie said as to the bouquet she held when vanish-
in%and re_appearin(_i the next day. )

he omits to explain how, on July 14th, she first appeared as n
dwarfish or condensed Katie, not over eighteen inches high, and
by gradual elongation resumed her usual apL»carancc.

Neither docs she explain how, on July 16th, she gradually emer-
ged from the cabinet floor, the head being first visible, then the
shoulders, nnd lastly, the liody.

“1 am still unable,” writes Robert Dale Owen to me in a letter
just received, ““to explain the appearance« to which you refer.”

Another suspicious omission is that of never alluding to the
henomena witnessed at any other circle than that of Dr. Child ;
ust ns if the writer of the ingenious story signed by Mrs. White
had simply taken Mrs. Owen’s article in the Atlantic Monthly,
and invented plausible explanations of the phenomena so far as
his ingenuity enabled him to go. Yet at other circles phenomena
were witnessed quite as marvellous as those seen by Mr. Owen.
Dr. Fcllger. for instance, whose circle held forty sittings, informs
me that Katie vanished ami reappeared for them ten different
times, three of them in one evening ; and not in the cabinet, but
outside of it, through the floor.

4. On the 21th of June Katie gave Mr. Owen a lock*of her hair,
nnd other locks at other times last summer to Dr. Fcllger nnd to
Mrs. Stoddard.  Now, on the 23rd of January, 1875, at the Holm-
ones' cabinet, | myself saw the spirit cnlling herself Katie King
cut a lock from her hair with my penknife. The hair, which she
gave me, has been compared with that given by Katie King last
summer, and all the specimens have been pronounced by hair
artists to have come from the same head ; and this opinion has
been confirmed by a microscopical examinination of Mr. Owen's
lock and of my own under a power of seventy-five diameters.
Then ax the lock given me on Jan. 23rd certainly did not come
off Mrs. White’s wig, it is equally certain that the Katie King
who gave those locks last summer was not Mrs. White. True, |
ascertained that she went to buy an auburn wig last summer, but
1 learned at the store where she bought it that a wig of no such
hair as had been given me had been sold there ; that a short curl
wig of such hair would cost from 25 dols. to 30 dols.; that it was
doubtful if that exact shade could be obtained, it being extremely
rare ; and that if an auburn wig was bought there last summer,
it must have been a cheap, theatrical one.

5. Mr. Y. states that he was a lodger of Mrs. White’s at 50
North Ninth street from April to September, 1874, with occasional
absences, the longest of which was from two to three weeks ; that
he usually took his meals there, and saw her constantly ; that
during that time he never knew of her personating Katie King iu
the cabinet, and that as he bad been intimate with her for ten
years, he would have known it if she had done so ; that he is not
a Spiritualist, though he has no theory to account for the pheno-
mena but that he never bad any cause to believe or to siispcct
that the Holmeses produced them by fraud or jugglery.

6. The first attempt to take a picture of Katie King was in the
afternoon of July 20th. when two photographers, Messrs. Hum
and Rchd, attended with their apparatus. They waited, Mr. Hum
informs me, about an hour and a half ; but Katie not appearing,
they returned home.

Is it probable that if Katie King bad been nobody but Mrs.
White, who wax with them in the house, that the photographers
would have been made to wait an hour and a half in vain?

7. One other circumstance : Mrs. White's alleged confession to
Mr. Leslie was made Dec. 3rd. She was nut then living with the
Holmeses, but at some boarding house. She brought down and
showed him not only some of the trinkets riven to Katie, but
also the white robesand headdress worn by her as Katie King.
All these Mr. Leslie took away with him to show to Dr. Child and
Mr. Owen, and returned them to her the next day.

Now Katie King was then appearing nightly at the Holmeses.
She had appeared the night before, aud she appeared again that
very night.  Mrs. White must have improvised garments for the
sitting that evening to replace those carried away by Mr. Leslie.
Th< Ingiortant question is, Is it not highly improbable that the
Katie King paraphernalia in which she was aptxjaring every even-
ing at the Holmeses' should be keptby her nt her boarding house
instead of at the Holmeses? Why incur without necessity the
additional risk of detection from being seen carrying a bundle
these licfore every sitting, and returning home with one after the
sitting was over?

Lastly, there is some positive evidence directly disproving Mrs.
White’s personation of Katie King.

1. They arc entirely unlike in face and in feature. | speak now
of Katie as | saw herin May, not knowing to what extent she may
hnve varied iu appearance during the summer and in November;
and the tintype of Mrs. White taken two months ago, and just
obtained by Col. Olcott, is as unlike her iu every particular as it
is possible to conceive. That Katie bail grey eyes, a little blue in
the middle ; Mrs. White's eyes are said to be hazel. That Katie’s
teeth, as all acknowledge who saw them, were white, regular and
beautiful; Mrs. White’s are irregular, decayed and discolored.
That Katie had a small mouth; Mrs. White’s mouth is large.
Mrs. White has a long nose; Katie's ended rather abruptly.
Katie's face was rather short and round, and of a graceful con-
tour ; Mrs. White’s is the reverse of all this.

2. Judge Hosea Allen, now a magistrate in Vineland, NJ., for-
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mcrly superintendent for fifteen years of the Methodist Sunday
school at Lee, Mass., stated to me that he is well acquainted with
Mrs. White, having known her as a pupil in his Sun<lay school
from six or seven years of age till she was married: that he met
her last June nt SO North Ninth street, where he staid two days,
and renewed bis acquaintance with her ; that her room was next
to his in the third story, and directly over the parlour where the
sittings were held ; that in the evening of the 6th of June, when
he went down to attend the sitting, lie left her singing at her
work that he heart her continue her singing at intervals during
the sitting, and while Katie King was showing herself in the
cabinet, the parlor window living left olienon account of the heat;
that some of the spectators complained of the disturbance it
caused ; that Mrs. White bore not the slightest resemblance tn the
spirit Katie as he saw her then and afterwards in November, these
being the only times be ever saw her at all.

Mr. Y. (before mentioned) stated that he never attended but
one sitting, which was a week or two after Katie first appeared.
The cabinet then consisted of only two doors brought together,
with a circular cut in one of them for a window ; thnt on coming
down stairs that evening he left Mrs White sewing a piece of car-
pet in her room, and that, on the sitting being ended, he went up
and found ber still engaged in the same occupation.

4. Moreover, that be remcmliera the evening when Mr. Dreer
and his friends hail their test sitting, on which occasion. Mrs.
White is stated to have personated Katie King, and to have liocn
secreted under a mattrass in the bed-room : that during the whole
of that evening he was with Mrs. White at a place of theatrical
amusement, and that they did not return home till the sitting was
entirely over.

6. Dr. Adolph Fellger and William 11. Wescott have both made
affidavit that they were present at the Holmeses' on the evening
of Dec. 6th, while the “mock seance " was taking place with Mrs.
White at Dr. 1'axso i's ; that some fifteen persons were present;
that at that very sitting Katie came out of tile cabinet three times,
aud was recognised by all present; Mr. Westcott testifying that
it was the same Katie he hail been seeing the last two months ;
and Dr. Fellger stating that he had seen her in all aliout eighty
times ; that it was impossible to mistake her. though she had
varied more or less in ber appearance from time to time, scarcely
ever appearing precisely the same two evenings in succession;
and thnt he knew her by her voice, manner, expressions and topics.

The general results may be summed up briefly as follows:

The question as to Mrs. White’s personation of Katie King must
be considered under several points of view ; that is, with respect
to the Katie of last May, the Katie of last summer, the Katie at
Blissfield, the Katie of last November and December, and the
Katie of the photographs; and

First, The Katie of the photographs, as admitted by the
Holmeses, was Mrs. White.

Secondly, The Katie of last May was not Mrs. White. This is
shown not only by positive anil bv circumstantial evidence, but
by Mrs. White's own statement, from which it appears that she
could not have begun her personations before the middle of June.

Thirdly, the Katie at Blissfield was not Mrs. White, because
Katie’s appearances there began Aug. 21st, and continued till
some time in September, and Mrs. White, as she herself states, was
in Philadelphia till 8ept. 9th.

Fourthly, That Mrs. White was not the Katie of last summer,
there is strong negative proof in the fact that her explanations of
some of the mysterious phenomena arc, on their very face, false
and insufficient; that there occurred many others which she does
not uuilertakc to explain at all; that, as a genuine Katie was
constantly manifesting herself, there was no necessity and no
motive, for substituting a bogus one. But, besides this, there is
tne following positive evidence; first, that Mrs. White was in her
room the whole evening of the 6th of June, and at the very time
that Katie was seen in the cabinet; secondly, that during the
whole evening of the test sitting for Mr. Dreer and his friends,
when Mrs. White asserts she was hidden under a mattress while
the bed-room was being searched, she was at the theatre, and did
not return home till the sitting was over; and finally, the curious
fact that the Katie King | saw at the Holmeses' on the 23rd of
January, 1876 (and who assuredly was not Mrs. White) cut off
for me a lock of her hair, which hair, of a vc/y rare shade of gol-
den auburn, was found, on comparison, to be identical with the
hair given by the Katie of last summer to Robert Dale Owen and
other persons, and so pronounced by several hair artists, and b
Jehn, the eminent microscopist, who compared it with the loc
given to Mr. Owen under a power of seventy-five diameters.

Fifthly, The Katie of November and December was not Mrs.
White, because (aliart from the circumstantial evidence) it is
proved by the affidavits of persons present at the Holmeses'sitting
on the evening of Dec. 6th, the same Katie King they had been
seeing during November and in the first days in December
appeared in the cabinet and came out from itin full form, as
usual, at the very time that Mrs. White was engaged in her “mock,
seance ” to prove herself Katie King at Dr. Paxson's.

It is impossible, of course, to know what evidence may be here-
after discovered ; but on the whole, ns the evidence now stands,
my conclusion is, not onle]/ that the Katie King of the Holmeses'
cabinet was not Mrs. White, but that she was and is a disem-
bodied spirit

As to whether the credit and the guilt of concocting the ingeni-
ous store called “ The Autobiography of Katie King” belongs to
Mrs. White alone, or must be shared with her by other persons, |
think we have not yet data enough to decide.

Sanner of Light, Feb. 13th. Francis J. Lippitt.
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DEATH OF MB SAMUEL GUPPY

The above gentleman, whose name has been intimately
associated with English Spiritualism for some years past,
parted with his mortal tenement at Cork, irelana, on
the 18th January During his early investigations of
the phenomena, Mr. G was inclined to attribute the
manifestations to some chemical law, and wrote a vol-
ume, entitled ““Mary Jane," in support of thia view.
After this, however, he married a Miss Nicholls, who
was, and is, a powerful medium  The transportation of
Mrs. Guppy from her villa at Highbury, to Mr Herne's
seance, brought her into considerable notoriety. Mr.
Guppy was a gentleman of independent means, and very
liberal in his efforts to assist investigators, circles for
this purpose being held in hie house very frequently.
Though In his eighty-fourth year, Mr. Guppy was up to
within a short time of liis death the possessor of good
health and a clear intellect. He lias left two children,
the youngest being only two years old.

Since his departure from the body Mr. Guppy has
appeared at several seances in London, and been recog-
nised by many of his friends.

SPIRITUALISM ON ITS TRIAL.

These are the days of Materialism and materialistic
Christianity. Even those who profess to believe in a
future state of existence cannot realise it, unless coupled
with the material body, which in some mysterious man-
ner is to be gathered out from the dust of ages, and
re-united to its former spirit-tenant. The general
incapacity to rise above this gross conception of the
resurrection does not so much result from tne teachings
of the original Christian documenta, as from the spider-
spinning of the early and later writers upon the subject
—not a little enhanced by the teeming materialistic
teachings of the modem pulpit

How beautiful it is under the circumstances to learn
that for many years the effort has been made by myriads
of spirits—men and women who have left this earth and
gone up higher—to elevate mankind out of this abject
slavery to the senses, aud to give them such views of
that future life as the experience of their angel guides
warrants them in entertaining. Many of those who
have this work in hand on the “ other side " were in the
earth-life Materialists, with no belief in, or at any rate
no defined views of a future state of existence. These
seem to be foremost in this great agitatiofi, as though
they were in a freer condition of mind, from their general
habit of inquiry.

Of course many of the communications of these spirits
will be liable to revision in the time to come, from the
very fact that they are now to a great extent
influenced by appearance», as they were formerly ; and
appearances are not alwavs reliable when general prin-
ciples are concerned. The earth turning ou its axis
produces the appearance that the heavenly bodies which
shine about ub are all its satellites, making their journey
around us every twenty-four hours ; but the barbarian
is"the only upholder of this astronomy now. And so
we shall probably come in time to see more clearly into
the causes of things than we now see, or than spirits
can tell us; and “ when that which is perfect is come,
then that which is incomplete shall be set aside.”

But the great work of the present spiritual manifes-
tations seems to be, to demonstrate to an incredulous
and unwilling world the fact of that existence beyond
the grave, the nature of its subsistence, and the power
of the denizens there to make themselves understood by
those still on “ this bank and shoal of time.” To this
end they labour incessantly. They do not seriously re-
gard failures, so-called, lor these seem only to spur
them on to render more certain and unambiguous the
fact of their presence and mower. There are some on
this side who are weak in the knees, and like the doubt-
ing disciples of Jesus, are inclined to go back, and walk
no more with us. But who are the losers thereby ? Is
it not they ? Truth is never loser by the defection of
its quondam disciples. And God’s truth would be no
less veritable if no soul on earth believed it. A gem is
no less a gem before than after it has been found by
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man. And though the glorious truth of which we are
writing is yet enveloped in cloud» that obscure from the
great mass of mankind, we may be certain thnt it is only
obscuro on account of our obtuseness, and that the
workers on this side, in conjunction with those on the
other, will yet give all men assurance of the Life to
Come.

MR. BRIGNTS LECTURES.

In our last issue we announced the successful inaugura-
tion ofthe course of free-thought lectures, given by Mr.
Charles Bright, under the auspices of the Victorian
Association of Progressive Spiritualists. The interest
shown in those lectures is an indication of the very
general desiro for more liberal ideas on religious sub-
jects thnn are to be met with in the churches. The con-
gregation which assembles at the Tetnperanco Hall
every Sunday evening is bv far the largest in Melbourne,
the hall (which is seated for eleven hundred people)
being full, and on the last two occasions many have been
unable to gain admittance. We annex a brief outline
of the last three lectures, which were listened to with
great attention, occasionally interrupted by applause.

We have had many enquiries in reference to the pub-
lication of the lectures, and understanding from Mr.
Bright that ho is willing to publish them in one volume
at the conclusion of the scries, should sufficient induce-
ment ofTor, wo shall be happy to receive communications
from thoso favourable to that object.

On the first Sunday evening of the past month Mr.
Bright lectured on “Idol Worship." He said that
Christians prided themselves that their religion was
xjuite a dissimilar thing to the religions of the ancient
world, or of the Indians and Chinese in tho present day,
and yet modern research had shown that tlicro was no
real difference. Nono but tho most savage tribes of
fetish worshippers adore an imago as such, but merely
on account of thd idea which it called up. Christians
in like manner worshipped an image, not painted or
graven, but formed of words and contained in a so-called
sacred book. Nowhero could bo discovered perfect
worshippers or perfect truth. Everywhere was presented
tho same sight—mankind broken up into divorso fami-
lies, vainly attempting to grasp and fix tho rays of light
which ail emanated from tho ono source of light—sur-
rounding their rays with broken images, distorted
reflections and human fabrications, and terming them
systems of eternal and infallible truth. All was idol
worship—tho deification of an ei dolon or image, but all
tended more or lesb directly towards the infinite truth.
It appeared to the mind of tho lecturer blasphemy to
assert that tho All-Father had selected one handful of
his children for special grace and left tho rest in eternal
darkness. The idol most vehemently worshipped at the
present day, however, was public opinion—Mrs. Grundy.
Ar, extract from abook entitled " Erewhon " was read,
in which this phase of tho subject was most amusingly
handled, and tho lecturer concluded with a tolling des-
cription of true as opposed to formal worship.

The second lecture, delivered on the 11th April, was
on “ Freedom of Thought." It opened with this quota-
tion from Byron—

“ 'Tia a base
Abandonment of reason to resign
Our right of thought.”

and went on to contend that, while few consciously
abandoned their right of thought., yet fewer thought
freely. It was a common fashion to rail at sceptics and
mcepticism ; but all advance must originate with them.
An admirablo passage from Bucklo's History of Civiliza-
tion was read in support of this dictum, and it was
shown that while the inspiring mind of tho universe was
evidently always inciting men to think freely, the ortho-
dox God was perpetually set up as a figure of wrath in
the path of the Free-thinker. All religions emanated
with men who dared to think freely, and suffered for
their daring; but religions, hardonod into systems, always
persecuted and Bought to crush intellect. The doings
of the Roman and the Reformed Churches were traced,
and both were inimical to Free-thought. The Reform-
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ation had, however, helped humanity to rid itself of
that old Man of tho Sea—the Holy See—which had
bestrode it so long. The lecturer closed with the -fol-
lowing words—" Only now in the long history ofour
race is it becoming possible for men to range themselves
before the world under no other banner than that of
| Free Thought." Even yet to some mindB this is almost
inexplicable.  They ask you for a name—Moses—
Christ—Mahomet—Calvin—Wesley—Comte—even Joe
Smith I—you Bhall be welcome, and men shall under-
stand you. But a Free-thinker—nothing more! astud-
ent in the great temple of God with no fixed opinions
on heaven and hell—no convictions touching eternal
sulphur and the great white throne !—that is indeed a
ihonotnonon over which Borne good persons cannot yet
> happy. But, I repeat, it is becoming possible. The
reformation pointed the way to it, and the road has been
laid down by the great minds of the past hundred years.
Voltaire, nnd Rousseau, and Paine, Hegel and Paulus,
Richter and Kant, Fichte and Strauss, Goethe and Car-
lyle, Emerson and Parker, Newman, Greg, Mill, Draper,
and a host of others! Captains in the noble army
fighting its way over tho transition period, from the Age
of Creeds to the Age of Deeds. Listeu to one full-toned
voice—that of Tennyson :—

‘s Have patience,” | replied, “ ourselves arc full

Of social wrong ; and maybe wildest drcams

Are but thc needful preludes of the truth :

For me the genial day, the happy crowd,

The sport, half science, fill me with a faith,

This fine old world of ours is but a child

Yet in the go-eart.  Patience | give it time

To learn its limbs ; there is a hand thnt guides."

The subject of the following week'» lecture was

“ Inspiration.” The opinions current regarding it, Mr.
Bright said, were throefold—first tbc orthodox view,
that it has been exhaustod over certain sacred writings,
next tho spiritual view, that inspiration is universal and
natural, and only limited by the capacity of the human
brain to receive; and third, the materialistic view, that
there is no such thing, but that ideas originate within
the human organism which gives expression to them.
In dealing with orthodoxy Mr. Bright confined his atten-
tion to the writings held sacred iu Christendom, and
showod-what extraordinary notions of Divine Providence
wo must entertain if we believed tho whole of the Bible
to bo written by this direct inspiration. Among other
passages quoted was the following from Judges, c. .,
v. 19— And the Lord was with Judah ; and he drove
out tho inhabitants of the mountain; but could not
drive out the inhabitants of the valley, because they had
chariots of iron.” The fact of tho Lord being with
Judah was useless, therefore, against a real difficulty.
Leaving these debasing ideas of the Creator, the lecturer
quoted a portion of Derzhavin's poem to God, in proof of
the superiority of later inspiration, and claimed that
this, like every other operation in nature, was under tho
domain of law. Tho higher spheres were filled with life,
and through its action was inspiration oven in the com-
monest things shed upon humanity. If the Materialist
asked for proof of this, it could only be evidenced like
other natural works by its manifestations. At the samo
time all inspiration required to be arraigned before the
bar of reason, which was also God’s gift, and not to be
ignored any more than it was to bo worshipped. Reason
was in fact the result of past inspiration, and while tho
past was to be no authority to free souls in the present,,
it was not the part of wisdom to disregard its teaching.

MONEY MARRIAGES.

Wno's best—the man who wods for wealth,
Whose sordid heart is cold,

Or girl who prostitutes herself
Upon the streets for gold ?

In a letter to a gentleman residing in Melbourne, Mr.
A. R. Wallace says in reference to his forthcoming
book—* Ifyou or any of your friends want to know my
real views on the subject of Spiritualism, I would beg
them to obtain that volume, and consider carefully tho
facts and arguments there adduced before coming to-
any conclusion in the matter.”
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MB. TYERMAN, AT SYDNEY.

The accounts received of Mr. Tyerman's doings at
Sydney are very encouraging, and indicate a lively
interest in Spiritualism and Free Thought there  Mr.
Tyerman commenced the campaign at the new Temper-
ance Hall, the first Sunday after his arrival in Sydney,
since which time he has been lecturing every Sunday
evening at the Victoria Theatre, which the proprietor
(Mr. John Bennett) liberally placed at his disposal.
Although a charge of 6d. and Is. was made on the first
two nigiits, there were large attendances, but it was sub-
sequently deemed advisable to make the admission free,
ana depend upon the collection, since which the theatre
has been crowded. The encouragement Mr. Tyerman
has received has induced him (at least for a time) to
abandon his intention of proceeding to America. Al-
though so busily engaged in Sydney, Mr. Tyerman
haB already received calls to lecture in other towns in
N. S. Wales, and with such a wide field of usefulness
opening out before him it would be folly for him to leave
the country. Of course there is considerable consterna-
tion in the orthodox camp, but the tactics adopted on
this occasion are somewhat different to the last. The
leading papers are in the bands or under the influence
of the clergy, and mindful of the adage, “ The agitation
of thought is the beginning of wisdom,” keep silent,
lest their flocks, feeling the agitation, should get too
wise in matters pertaining to religion. The Sydney
Evening Dews is more liberal in its tendency, and gives
fair reports of Mr. Tyerman’s lectures.

MISS PHILLIPS AT THE TURN VERBIN HALL.

A discourse on ““The Uses of Spiritualism ” was given
through the above trance medium nt the Turn Verein
Hall, Latrobe-street, on Sunday evening, April 25th.
The chair was takou by Mr. W. J. Martell, of Sand-
hurst, who read a selection from Mr. Peebles’ “ Seers of
the Ages.” Miss Phillips was then controlled, and
delivered an address, which was listened to with interest
by the large audience present. At the conclusion of
the address another control took possession of the
medium; and, written questions being invited, several
were handed up, and the answers given with great
promptitude and clearness, some of them being received
with applause. It was announced by the controlling
spirit tnat another address would be given at the same
place in four weeks time.

SPIRITUALIST FUNERAL.

Os Monday morning last a few Spiritualists and their friends
met at different points to proceed to the I'resbytcrian Cemetery,
llaslem's Creek, where arrangement« bad been made for the inter-
ment of the body of the infant daughter of Mr. W. 8. Pacquettc,
of Sydney. As on such occasions in Victoria and the United
States, of which we have sometimes heard, the foliowinfu>t friends
and concluding ceremony were marked by no ostentation of grief,
the conventional symbols of bereavement being rather reversed
than observed, as instead of a vestige of crape, Ac., the party
appeared in ordinary if not holiday attire, light clothing and
white gloves being conspicuous. A private vehicle conveyed those
more immediately concerned, together with the blue-coffined
corpse of the little one. Arrived at the grave, Mr. Tyerman, whose
assistance had been invited, delivered a short address, suitable
both to the parents and sympathisers present, and also ns briefly'
explaining what Spiritualists consider the more cheerful certain-
ties of their faith compared with what they deem the prevailing
characteristics of other views. Thia was followed by a well-sung
hymn, commencing—

“A new and blessed era
Has dawned upon our race.

And after an invocation, the coffin, which had been lowered as
usual, became lost to sight by the throwing in of the modcster
gifts of the garden, as sounded at the close, that beautiful vei-se
of the Ettrick Shepherd—

“ Blessed be Thy Name for ever,

Thou of life the guard and giver ;

Thou can'st guard Thy creatures sleeping,
Heal the heart long broke with weeping,
Thou of life the guard and giver,

Blessed be Thy Name for ever.”

—Cumberland ftmee.
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A NARRATIVE.

Or the Spirits Or Sib Hexbt Mouoax asd hi*
Daughter Annie, usuallt known as Johh
and Katie Kino, gives—bt H. T. Child, m.d.
Continued from page 80s.
The accounts given of our manifestations are in the main correct.
Wc had through the mediumship of the Koons family, acquired
the power of moving physic | objects. We were able to write
with considerable facility, and thus give directions as to what we
wanted. It is true that we asked among other things for pistols
which we have frequently charged ourselves and fired over the
heads of the audience, hitting given mnrks in pitch darkness, with
amazing precision. Woc did this, not for our own gratification, but
to show the people th .t wc bad this power. Mortalsthink it is very
strange that we can see iu that which is to them darkness, but our
vision is better under these circumstances, lucausc the positive
influence of light interferes with it. Wec desire to repeat here a
statement written by us, that spirits in their communion with
earth, manifest through two primitive elements ; namely, first, an
electro-magnetic element of which the spiritual body i» composed;
next, physical aura, which emanates from the medium, or can be
collected from material substances, analogous, it is supposed, to
the element of vitality.

From the combination of these two. namely, the emanations of
the spirit and the medium, a third or composite is formed, which
is affected by the atmosphere and human emanations. ~ From the
preponderance of the electro, magnetic or spiritual element, the
laws of cohesion and gravitation can be overcome, and through
this the spirits arc enabled to dissolve anil recompose substances
with great rapidity, heave up and carry material bodies through
the air, and cause them to float or sink in proportion lo the strength
of the battery formed. It is this clement which enable* some
spirits, highly charged with it, to come in contact with matter,
and thus to use pencils, pens, etc., in writing, drawing, and play-
ing on musical instruments.

Twenty years' additional experience will enable us to explain
some things more fully, but we have no change to suggest in this
statement We knew it could not be comprehended by many, and
to day there arc but few who can accept this. Wc shall have
many things to say through you, in these pnpers.

There is another communication published in  Mrs. Britten's
work. “ Modern American Spiritualism," page 313, which you
may give here.

“Wec teach that God is love, and has placed all men under the
law of eternal progression, by which every living soul can become
participant of his divine glory, and they will do so, through cont
scant efforts to live a life of use, good and purity. Also that death
which places the body in a condition to be dissolved doc* not
change the soul, which is the real man ; hence it behoves man to
purify and cleanse his soul here on earth, lest he should have to
commence his progress, instead of continuing it. hereafter.  Also
we teach that wc have spiritual bodies within our natural, or
material forms. That these carry the mind within them, and at
death remain intact, separating from the earthly body, though
retaining its form, and adhering to the spirit of whose tendencies
and dis[>osition it exhibits the actuality.  This spiritual body, as
well as the interior mind, arc alike the subjects of eternal pro-
gression, yet at the moment of earthly dissolution, it exhibits all
our vices and virtues, witnout palliation or concealment; and is
gross or fine, dense or sublimated, bright as mid-day sunbeams or
dark as Erebus—in exact correspondence with our real ‘moral
state."

For the best descriptions of our labors at this time and place,
we refer the reader to the papers of the day, and, especially to the
compilation.in the volume above alluded to.

A similiar idea to that given to you by Katie in her first com-
munication, was given at that time in these words, “ The magnetism
of the earthly medium shapes and limits the thought transmitted
through it, even, where, as in the case of direct spirit writing, no
exercise of the human faculties is called into play. Wc declared that
the earthly aura that spirits use to inculcate their manifestations
in material forms, was so thoroughly imbued with the individuality
from whence it emanated, that every spiritual production received
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by mortal*, would be inevitably sha|>cd to the form of the organism
and the tone of the medium's mind."

We continued with the Koon« family and were enabled to do
many thing» of which there is no record. We were gaining power
all the time in the various manifestations. It requires an im-
mense amount of practice to enable ns to accomplish the work
which we hare done, so we refloated our manifestations over and
over until we acquired the ability to do them with great success.
We shall refer to the manner in which all the various manifest-
tations are performed, after we have completed the history of our
labors here, and with the Davenport», and some others. We shall
«[>eak of these in our next chapter.

CHAPTER XVII.

We shall now attempt to describe as best we can, in human
language, the different manifestations, and the mode by which
spirits produce them. The nr/», which were thcearlicst and are the
most common method of intelligent communication between the
two worlds, are produced by the action of the will of a positive
mind controlling certain elements which arc obtained from the
vital force of certain peculiarly organized individuals, which for
want of a letter term we will call the electro-magnetic fluid, it
being nearer like this than anything else. Clairvoyants, and some-
times those who arc not so, can see the gradual formation of
small masses of light which explode and produce the sounds.
Spirits have the power when in rapport with suitable mediums,
of accumulating these masses and causing them to explode at
given times so that they become the means of intelligent com -
munications.  In some eases the will of the medium, or that of
another person present, if it be very positive, will so far influence
the will of the spirit communicating as to give particular direction
to the rape, and make the answer just what they may desire to
have. Great earc should be taken in regard to this if you desire
your communication to be from the spirits, and not from yourself.
The amount of this clcctio-magnctic fluid which an individual can
give out, depends on the pcculinr vital force generated by the in-
dividual medium.  This differs very much, some having a supply
that seems almost inexhaustible, others having only a limited
supply.  Some persons have this only on particular occasions; it
will be found that a majority of the human family, under extra-
ordinary circumstances, furnish to spirits the means by which
they may give them warnings of danger, cither by the raps or
some other signal.

In order to receive correct communications through the raps, or
through any means, it is important that the sitter, as well as the
medium shall be as passive as they possibly can.  Excitement of
any kind will more or less mar the communication. There arc
some rapping-mediums who furnish spirits with the necessary
material for producing sounds in such Conditions and quanti tics
that they are able to take it to distant places and produce the
sounds without the presence of a medium. There are two points to
be reached in the introduction of the raps : First, to obtain the
means of producing sounds, and Second, to control them so as to
produco intelligent communications.  Both of these have been
successfully realized, and as the basis of our manifestations we
rejoice in the continuance and spread of the raps.

The next form of manifestation was the movement of phytical
bodiot. This power, like that which produces tho rajm, has long
been practiced by spirits, but its orderly and useful application,
like that of thorape is of recent date, and is one of the triumphs

of Modem Spiritualism. As in the former ease, the spirits collect
from vital force of certain mcdiumistic persons, a similar electro-
magnetic fluid with which they charge certain bodies. This fluid
differs somewhat from that which is used in producing the raps ;
it also varies in character according to the object to be moved.
The most common objects are those which usually are
constructed of wood, articles of furniture, etc., and there are more
mediums who furnish a fluid adapted to move these than any
other. Next to this is a fluid which enables us to lift or throw
stones. Other mediums furnish the elements which enables us to
move iron and other metallic substances.  Having obtained the
fluid necessary for the removal of any object, we charge it with a
portion of this and then by an act of the will, similar to that
which produced the raps, we act upon another portion and pro-
duce such movements ns wfll often convey intelligence.  This
explanation extends over a very large class of manifestations. The
movements of furniture and other objects are very common. Tying
modiumistiirpdrsons is easily accomplished by similar means, but
when we explain the fact that we can dissolve and reform objects,
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you will sec that this does not amount to anything in the way of
securing the mediums.  Throwing stones is sufficiently common
to lie well attested. The movement of metallic objects is piore
rare ; but there is a well-authenticated case recorded in the Old
Testament where the prophet Elijah is said * to have caused an axe
to swim." In all these cases at in that of the rape, there arc two
objects to be attained,—First, to move the object, and Second, to
convey an intelligent anu impressive leamni to humanity; often
to prove immortality to the most materialistic minds.  There are
other manifestations which occur so rarely as to require but a pass-
ing notice. ~ The power which we have of obtaining a fluid from
certain individual» that will render them unsusceptible to the in-
fluence of tire.  We have been enabled on a few occasions to suc-
ceed in doing this. There is another record in the Old Book, about
certain persons "who were cast into a burning fiery furnace, and
who enme out without the smell of tire on their garments,." The
production of spirit lights is the result of certain changes in these
masses of clcctro-magnctic fluid under the influence of the will of
certain spirits, by means of which they can produce stars and
other forms ot light, and thus convey intelligence.

The phenomena of writing on some portion of the body of a
medium is very simple. It is usually done by throwing an ir-
ritating current of this fluid from the point of the finger on to the
part of the laxly where the writing is, thus producing a sort of
nettle rash of raised letters, which remains generally but a short
time. The object of these as tests and means of conveying in-
telligence, is so palpable as to need no comment.

MATERIALIZATION.

We approach this subject with adtne hesitation, because it in-
volves many profound problems. We have called to our aid some
of the best minds that we could bring : Dalton, Sir Humphrey
Davy, and your own townsman, Prof. Hare arc among these.

The grand problems, before the scientific world to-day arc, what
is matter, and whence does itcome | It has been declared that
matter iseternal.  In our opinion this is not true. Tangible
matter, in all its multitudinous forms, is the result of spirit operat-
ing through wimt is known to you as force, which issimply a mode
of motion, regulated by fixed laws, and as an effect matter only
has a temporary existence. Having a beginning it must have an
end. By the combination of different forces, and their rate of
motion, all the different forms of matter arc produced.  You will
comprehend this fact better, perhaps, if you reflect for a moment
that heat, which has been proved to be a mode of motion, disturbs
the ordinary cohesive force of bodies, and will cause them to be-
come a fluid or an invisible gas, which, so far as our senses are
concerned, takes away their materialistic character.

The action of these forces is exact, and being under fixed laws,
the results aru unerring. The old alchemists had glimpses of these
laws and hence their efforts, to transmute the, so-called, baser
metals into gold, were not so absurd as many of them have sup-
posed them to be.  Ycur friend, Prof. Hare, says he came very
near demonstratinﬁ this fact just before he passed out of the
material body. These laws and forces, thongh fixed and unerring,
may be directed by spirits into particular channels, so as to pro-
duce given results ; justas you arc enabled, by your wires and
batteries, to send telegraphic communications.  The difference,
however, between human beings and spirits is, that we have ac-
quired more knowledge of these laws and forces, and their modes
of operation, and with this, more power to influence and control
them. The human will, by the same law, through the vital forces,
moves your bodies, and as you arc well aware, exercises consider-
able power upon the material world around you.

There arc also instances in which the human will alone acts
through some of the imponderables and produces certain motions.
After spirits have passed to the higher life, unfolded their powers,
and learned to comprehend more fully the laws of force and
matter, this power of moving objects, and of forming material
bodies, more or less permanent in their characters, becomes won-
derfully unfolded. We do notneed all the appliances that mortals
do to produce our results. Your critics sometimes sneer at tho
idea that spirits demand conditions in order to present certain
phenomena, when if they know the facta, they would see that
they demand much more rigid conditions to perform simple
operations.  We have spoken of the power by which we move
physical bodies without contact: it is by a better understanding
of the law which enables you to control your muscles, and move
your bodies. By a similar extension of our knowledge of the laws
of chemical affinity, which are familiar to your scientific men, we
are enabled to decompose and re-compose many substances.  We
can suspend the force of cohesion in various bodies so that the
particles will rush back, and assume their former positions and
exact relations to each other. By this means we arc enabled to
remove ponderable bodies from ono place to another by setting
free their elements and carrying the spirit of the body to the plaoe
desired, knowing that the scattered elements will positively return
to their former places and positions with unerring certainty and
precision.

AdvertlaBw=exita.

W. H. TERRY'S BOTANIC DISPENSARY,
8-1 Rubbell Street, Melbourne.

In addition to English and American crude Medicinal
Roots, Barks, and Herbs, W. H. T. imports and keeps
in stock all the remedies used in the “ Eclectic ” system
of Medicine, Positive Concontrate'd preparations Tinc-
tures, Saturates, Ac. (the active principles of the
medicines, in the most condensed form).
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NOTICE OF REMOVAL!

wW. H. TOBY
Begs to inform his friends and the pubic generally,
that he has

REMOVED TO MORE COMMODIOUS PREMISES,
No. 84 RUSSELL STREET

(Five doors further up, on the same Bide).
THE

HARBINGER OF LIGHT OFFICE
REMOVED TO

No. 84 Russell Street South,
C DOORS FROM BOURKE STREET,
(East Side).

RECEIVED EX *“ ASCALON," FROM LONDON.

Memorial Edition of the Letters and Tracts of Judge
Edmonds; also, Two Inspirational Orations by Cora
L. V. Tappan; and Particulars respecting the Per-
sonal Career and Passing Away of Judge Edmonds.
Edited by J. Burns. 358 pages. 2/6.

Nature's Secrets, being the English edition of ““The
Soul of Things,” by Wm. Denton. 4/6.

Scientific Materialism Calmly Examined, being a reply
to Professor Tyndall, by Geo. Sexton. 2/6.

Me?tal Cure, by the Rev. F. W. Evans. English edition.
5/6.

The Mendal. A mode of Oriental Divination, Barker, 9/

The,True Healing Art, 2/

An assortment of ““Fowler's” publications as follows:—

Amativeness. O. 8. Fowler. 4d.

Familiar Lessons on Physiology. 4d.

Hereditary Descent: its Laws and Facts applied to
Human Improvement. 1/3.

Love and Parentage, applied to the Improvement of
Offspring and Matrimony. 4d.

Maternity, or the Rearing and Nursing of Children. 1/3.

Marriage and Parentage, by Henry Clarke Wright.
Cheap edition, 1/3.

Memory and Intellectual Improvement 8d.

Marriage, its History and Ceremonies, with exposition
of functions and qualifications for happy marriages 8d.

Familiar Lessons on Phrenology. 8d.

Tobacco, its History, Nature, and Effects on the Mind
and Body. 4d.

Tea and Coffee, their Influence on Body and Mind. 4d.

Physiology, Animal and Mental.  1/8.

W. H. TERRY, 84 Russell Street.

TIB BOOK. FOB MOTSIBB!

PARTURITION WITHOUT PAIN.

A code of directions for escaping from the primal curse.
By M. L. Holbrook, M.D., Editor of the “ Herald of
Health.” Third edition, enlarged. Price, 4/6.

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY, a scientific and popular
exposition of the Fundamental problems of Sociology,
by R. T. Trail, M.D. Price 6/6.

ESOTERIC ANTHROPOLOGY, (the Mysteries of
Man) by T. L. Nicholls, M.D., F.A.8. Price, 5/6.

Mental Medicine: A theoretical and practical treatise
on Medical Psychology, by Rev. W. F. Evans, Author
of “ Mental Cure,” Ac., 7/., and other books on simi-
lar subjects on Sale by W. H. Terry, 84 Russell-street.

THE DEBATEABLE LAND,
By Robebt Dale Owen.

This fine work of Mr. Owen’s shows the harmony of
Spiritualism with Scripture, demonstrates, as far as
evidence can do, the immortality of the soul, and gives
the results of the author’s experiences extending over a
period of years.

I have just received a large parcel of the English
edition, published at 9/-, which | am offering at 8/-

W. H. TERRY, 84 RusselL-street.
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NEW BOOKS' NEW BOOKS!

RECEIVED, ex “ British Ambassador,”" A * Ascalon,"
from London, and ““T. L. Sweat", from Boston:

What am | ? By Sergeant Cox. Vol Il., 11/6.

Enigmas of Life  W. R. Gregg. 11/6.

Notes of an Enquiry into the phenomena called
Spiritual. W. Crookes, F.R.S. 1/-

Life of Voltaire. 8/6.

Coopor’s Spiritual Experiences. 3/-

The Book of God. The Apocalypse of Adam
Oaanes.  10/6.

A Study of Religion, the Name, and the Thing. F.
E. Abbott. 3d.

My Honeymoon. Containing philosophical conversa-
tions on Spiritualism, Re-incarnation, Ac., by the Count
Medina de Pomar. 2 vols., 21/-

Mental Medicine. By Evans, 6/6

The Soul of Things. Bv Professor Wm. Denton.
Vol I, 6/9; vol. Il.,9/- vol. 11,76

Lessons for Children about themselves. By A. E.
Newton. An excellent little book'. Illustrated, 2/3.

Stories of Infinity. By Camille Flammarion. 7/-

The Masculine Cross.  Ancient Sex worship, 4/6.

Moral Physiology. By R. D. Owen. 3/-

Good Sense. By the Baron de Holbach.

Startling Facts in Modern Spiritualism.
By Dr, Wolfe. 11/6.

Exeter Hail, a Theological Romance 4/-

Allan Kardec’s Book of Mediums. 7/-

Chapters from the Bible of the Ages.

The Koran, “ Sale's Translation.” ?/e

Davis's, Nature's Divine Revelations (32nd edition).
16/. Ac., Ac.

Proof Palpable of Immortality. By Epes Sarjeant. 4/6.
The Gadarene; or, Spirits in Prison. By J. M.

Peebles. 6/-

Eulis! The History of Love. P. B. Randolph. 11/6.

Statuvolence, or Artificial Somnambulism. By F. B.
Fahnestock. 7/-

A Few Words about “The Devil.” 7/-

Philosophy of Animal Magnetism and Spiritualism. By

Dr. Ashburner. 16/6.

Buckland's Handbook of Mesmerism. 1/6.

One Religion, many Creeds, R. Winans, 7/.

Life of Tneo. Parker, by 0. B. Frothingham.

The Religion of Humanity, Do. 7/.

Bible in India, Jacoillot, 7/.,

The New Mola. P. B. Randolph. 3/-

Historic Americans. Theo. Parker. 7/-

Narrative of Katie King, given by herself through Dr.
Child.  2/6.

The Martyrdom of Man.  13/6.

Constitutional Equality. 9/-

Tlie Root of the Matter. 1/3.

4/6.
Ilustrated.

6/9.

13/6.

Wallace’s Defence of Spiritualism.  1/3.
Jean Ingelow’s Poems. 6/6.
Mental Physiology. Dr. Carpenter. 14/-

Ecce Veritas. 10/-

A large assortment of the publications of Thomas
Scott, from 4d. upwards. Send for a copy with cata-
logue.

W. H. TERRY’S Book Depot,84 Russell-street

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF PROGRESSIVE
SPIRITUALISTS.

Temperance Hall Lectures.

Mb. CHARLES BRIGHT will lecture for the Asso-
ciation, at the Temperance Hall, Russell-street, on the
2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th of May. Subject for

May 2nd:
“SPIRITUALISM IN ITS RELATION TO
FREETHOUGHT."
Musical Director—Professor Hushes.

Service commences at 7 p.m. The Lyceum continues
to hold its sessions at the Masonic Hall, on Sunday
mornings, at 11.
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JOHNSTONE O'SHANNESSY & CO,,
BY APPOINTMENT TO H.R.H. THE DUKE OF EOINBURGH,
NEXT POST OFFICE,

NESS5 ARTIST PHOTOGRAPHERS

* AMO TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE 80VERNOR,
MELBOURNE.

Country Agonta:—

Caitlemaine—H. Bamford, Bull Street.
Sandhuret—Mr. J. William», 228 High Street,
Stawell—

Taradale—Mr. C. Warren.

Sydney—Mr. J. Kelly, 426 George Street.

Ayente wantedfor all parte ofthe Colony.

BOTANIC MEDICINES.

All kind» of Botanic Medicines, Roots, Barks,
Herbs, Tinctures, Fluid Extracts and Saturates,
English and American, Imported and on sale by
W. H. Terry, 84 Russell Street. A new shipment just
arrived ex “ T. L. Sweat,” from Boston, (now due.)

Medicine» tent to any part of the Colony by poet or
otherieiee, on receipt of remittance.

MISS ARMSTRONG,

Clairvoyant for Diagnosing Disease
Fee 10s.

THE COTTAGE,
(@]®) FtiiBBell Street

P HOTOART.

BATCHELDER ARD CO.,,

PHOTOGRAPHERS AND ARTISTS,
(Established 1354),

Execute commissions in nil styles of Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms.

1 o O X. Xe X 8 ST IIXEEIT

“THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”

THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND
FREE THOUGHT

Subscription, Town, 5/- per annum; Country, 5/6

Neighbouring Colonies and Great Britain, 6/-
Subscriptions date from September to August.

Specimens at address,
EABI1*.

Piiso Sydney Blnsor’a Sewing Mitclilnea.
Medal Exhibition
edal. 1873. The highest premium in the gift of the public ha« again been awarded tn

SUCCESS THE INDEX OF MERIT.
PALMAM QUI MERUIT FERAT.

JOHN HOSIER.
RHKMi. K« BQOT MAKER,

Ay Specialappointment to Hit Excellency Sir G. F. Bowen,G.c.M.c
46 8WANSTON STREET, MELBOURNE.
Same side as, and short distance from the Town Hall.

BY ELECTRIC
TELEGRAPH,

The West End of
London in Mel-
BOVHNE. [ifWcyram]
Sydney, May 2,1873.

To Mr. John Rosier
Boot Maker.
46 Swanntouat,Melbourne
Judge* nward Medal to
you. saying™ Highly Ar-
tistic and Beautifully
Made. Equal to Any-
thing of the kind from the.
West Rod of London.™
exhibition Buildings,
J. G. KNIGHT.

46 8WANSTON STREET, between Garton’s and
Rainbow Hotels.
NEAR TOWN HALL, SAME BIDE.

OBSERVE :

WORKS BY J. TYERMAN.

A Guide to Spiritualism, 3/.; by post, 3/4.
Re-incarnfttion 1/- by post 1/2.

Spiritualism Vindicated 1/, by post 1/2.

Is there a Dovil ? Second Edition, 6d. by post, 7d.
Is there a Hell? 3d. by post, 4d.

"Creeds and Dogmas 3d. by post 4d.

Spiritualism in its Relation to Orthodoxy. Id.

To be had of W. H. Terry, 84 Russell St., Melbourne.

SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHS.-Katie King and Dr.
Gully, cabinet size, 2/6. Several new Cartes,

1/6 each.. Including A. R. Wallace and his mother,

Prince George of Solms and Spirit, Mr. Beattie, &c.

THE 8INGER 8EWING MACHINE COMPANY
Manufacturers' Official Beturns of Sales for 1873.

These P.ctums show the sales of the SINGER to have reached
the enormous sum of 232,444 MACHINES, as against the decreased
sum of 119,190 Wheeler and Wilson Machines, leaving a Balance
of 113,254 Machines in favor of the Singer.

The Melbourne Journal of Commerce shows the Victorian
imports of the SINGER for 1873, to be 2471 CASES, VALUE
£11,226 in excess of the imports of the W. and W. Machines.

The Eublic estimate of the Value of the SINGER for obtaining
a livelihood was demonstrated by the late Chicago Fire Snffeteri.
The Machines were the free gift of the committee, and each appli-
cant allowed to select the machine she preferred.

Note the Result : Of those ordered, the SINGER COMPANY
SUPPLIED 2427 ; Wheeler and Wilson. 235 ; Howe, 127 ; Grover
and Baker, 44 ; Wilcox and Gibbs, 20.—*“ New York Dispatch."”

STANFOBD A CO., Corner Bonrke and Bussell Streets,
Colonial Agents for the Singer Compauy.

MBS. < ATTBAK,

Barnard Lane, East Sandhurst,
CLAIRVOYANCE AND MAGNETIC HEALING,
All Diseases successfully treated.

J Term» Moderate.
Consultation front 2 to 4 daily. Applications from

Invalids promptly attended to.

ULTIVATION OF THE VOICE—no previous
knowledge of music necessary.

PROFESSOR HUGHES,
155 Collins Street East, Melbourne.

HE SPIRITUAL INQUIRER.—Sandhurst weekly,
T price 2d. Subscription 2/- per Quarter. May lie
obtained of W. H. Terry, 96 Russell Street.

HE BANNER OF LIGHT, the leading American
T Spiritualistic paper, weekly. Subscription, 25/-
per annum. A few Subscriptions available.

rnHE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK, the leading
JL English weekly. Subscription, 12/6 per annum.

Printed Ly E. Purton li Co., U their Office. 10C Kllinbeth Street, Melboune

lor th. Proprietor, W. H. Terry, .nd published bv bln at St Runril Street
South. Melbourv«.
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. 1x our last issue we briefly alluded to the alloged fraud

e on the part of Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Holmes, generally
B 'spohen of by the press as the “ Ka.tle King exposure.”

| "Whlle adtmttmg that Mr. Owen and Dr. Child had been
deceived, we expressed our opinion that it was a moot
| :Apomt who was the deceiver, Mrs. Holmes or Mrs.
~ ‘White. The news to hand by the last Cahforman mail
) Justlﬁes the position which we assumed, and proves very
: concluslvely that materialisations do take place through
 the mediumship of Mrs. Holmes, and almost as conclu-
- sively that the story of Mrs. White (the alleged person--
ator of the spirit Katie) is a fabrication, invented under
‘the impetus of a bribe offered by Mr. Leslie. Inanother
~_column we reprint from the Banner of Light the report
| ,of Colonel Oleott and General Lippet, who, it wxll be.

- een, have made a most thorough and exhaustnre exam:

. i matlon of the whole affair, and present the ev:ldences

f X pro and con in a stralghtforward and unblassed manner.
,"One very nnportant feature in the matter is, that the

testlmony on both sides goes to prove that under any
o ‘clrcumstan( es Mrs. Whlte could ‘not have esmsted at
B 'the seances recorded by R. D. 0wen dumng the early
part of last year, and pnbllshed by him in the Atlantic
Monthly for January last. The great point that the

~ press, both secular and religious, hag made in eonnectlon

" with this affair, has been the unreliability of testimony.

accounts ,of meterlellsa;tions occurring in Bngland, Aus-
tria, and America, with ten different media, several of
whom are non-professional. The spiritual magazine has
a circumstantial account (illustrated with a diagram), by
T, P Barkas, F.G.S., of a seance at the residence of Mr.
at Newcustle-on-Tyne, where in a private
room, without any appliances, and in the presence of
eleven \mtnesses, three spirits of various sizes and

| appearance were materialised, the medium being visible B
At a seance held at the residence of

at the same time. ‘
‘the Baroness von Vay, Globonitz, Austria, equally satis-

M‘Dougall Gregory (widow - of Professor Gregory),

of the most mtelhgent of the commumty, members of
the nobilily and scientific societies, and their bona fides
is apparent to all,

| frand. bemg dlscovered though there are generally from
'f fifteen to twenty 1nvestwa,t1ng visitors resident in the
‘and.in. most 1nsta,nces not the pa.rt of amateur detectlves
Are these facts end the ewdences of hundreds of care-

a partlcular oﬁ'ence, because one who had been deemed
innocent of the oﬁ'ence had subsequently proved to be
-;gullty of it. It ‘serves, however, to illustrate the eager-
‘ness of the press to lay hold of any plausible objection,

Spmtuahsm Wil they be as eager to publish the la.ter

» k“ If) they say, “go careful and earnest an mvestlgator facts disclosed by Colonel Olcott and Greneral Llpplt P

o an Mr R. D. Owen could be decelved with such ease,

- what reliance can be placed upon the testimony of others stely-written article, entitled “Spiritualism in Adversity,”

N “loss able and acute than him? The arguwment sounds

- well, but is not good. Even had Mr. Owen been deceived

" PRICE SIXPENOE |

| factory materialisations occurred. At the house of Mrs.
Grosvenor Square, London, the matena.hsa.tlons through |

the mediumship of Miss- Showers are witnessed by some

~The “Eddy” manifestations in
America have been mtnessed by thousands, and sub-

Jected to the severest scrutmy without the shadow of
house, who have access to the seance room at all hours,

‘,ful mvestlgators of the phenomena. to go for na.ught .
Q"because Mr. R. D. 0wen has been 1mposed upon?
Thls is poor loglc, as well mlght a Judge perslstently
lcondemn all who were brought before him charged with

'vthe use of which may serve to retard the spread of
The Victorian Independent of April ist has a temper- S

based on the assumed fraud in Robert Owen’s case. In
the present aspect of the affair their argument collapses,

~ ad the critics assume, the fact would only be valusble as
~ an objection, if the manifestations were singular, or the
- testifyers few, which they are not. On the contrary, the

: - papers received by last mail alone, give circumstantial

and falls to the ground by the removal of its foundation.

Will the Independent set a good example, and acknow-
‘ledge their error in an artlcle which might be headed in
‘contra.dlstmctlonto the ﬁrst ‘Spmtuahspx substantwted d
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~ 'We commend the matter to our contemporary: truth
- and justice demand that their misled readers should be
set right, Spiritualiam has been “ in adversity ” before
now ; has been exposed, exploded, and condemned to
death, but it has survived all this, and appears all the
better for it. The true Spiritualist concerns himeelf but
little with press or pulpit attacks ; he knows the inher-
ent vitality of hie principles, and has convincing evidence
of the basic facts. e sees the gradual but steady in-
fluence of these principles, and their effect on current
religious opinion; He rejoices in the light he has, and
whilst ever ready to aid others who earnestly desire
that light, he seeks not to proselytize or persuade any
man to believe as he does, except by the exercise of his
reason brought to bear on the evidence and arguments
‘presented. The mission of Spiritualiem is a reformatory
one; the acceptation and practice of the harmonial
principles it inculcates is of far more importance than a
belief in the phenomenal facts. The latter have their
office ; they appeal to the sceptical mind, and give to it
2 demonstration of a continued existence after death,
- not obtainable by any other means,

COMMUNICATIONS, .

TaE varied planes of thought is what might with profit
- occupy your minds. No one thought on any spiritual
subject can be entertained in the mind which has its
position (8o to speak) below, or even above the sphere
 of the thought, .

Hence the idea of God, of any attribute of God, be-
comes to a great extent as the plane on which the mind
dwelling upon the idea for the time being, usually rests

~ Or resides.

It is necessary that you have an understanding of the
manner of our writing on a subject, because, as we have
- previously pointed out to you, that we should endeavor
- to modify our thoughts and expressions to your state as
a circle, and as individusls. -
. This subject—*The Plane of Mind,” or the plane of
- man’s thought—is a vast subject, and might be treated
-of in a manner very philosophically. It requires a just
estimate of your own mind, and its capacity for contem-
plating and comprehending the subjects of near relation
to you, such as kis laws, whereby man, being a willing
“observer of them, secures his own happiness, and pro-
motes the happiness of his fellow-man. |
 These thoughts can only have full weight with an
- orderly mind, one on 8 high and spiritual plane. Yet it

R - does not follow that because the subject for thought is

- sublime, great, or spiritual, that the mind is which is
- occupied upon it. But if the thoughts are congenial to
~the mind and the idea enters spontaneously into the
mind, it then is of the nature of tie mind engaged with
it. But you will see that the grandest ideas may be
introduced by accident as it were to the lowest mind,
and there lays the difference. You maiy ruminate on
these things to great mental profit. The reason we
dwell to-night on thought, or idea, is, that on many oc-
casions previously we were rather of & practical tendenc
in our remarks. You will perceive that, though intell-
gent ideas are the parents of good orderly life, (after a
certain progress has been made in a spiritual life) the
- sublime thought eventusates in benevolent acts or char-
itable conduct. Hence the conjunction between intelli-
- gence and moral conduct becoming a certain criterion
-~ of man’s condition in elevated being, in an approach to
These states are easily attainable by man, once the
determination has been formed and entered upon, seeing
de&r&the rogressive development as at each step it
- unfolds.  The mind of man is in full liberty to be active
on any idea or-sg‘l))iect presented to it; and so is the
mind of a disembodied man, but in a high state the

thought would recoil back from what was beyond the |

!

m@pmbénﬁon. * Not so the ibwér eatats of mn, it is

even in inverse order. He will enter on that we do not
profess to fathom. » | L

‘Goodness and truth are in all that man esteems in

‘his fellow-man, in the various degrees that constitute

his peculiar character. The good disposition manifested
in man is only & manifestation of * truth realised ” or
become life. 'Goodnessis & result of active or ultimated
truth, All mankind are more or less in the principle of
these embodied, as it were. Fach man is in himself an
embodiment.  of truth, which is in him according to his
capacity for reception of truth of & more or less elevated
and elevating kind. We look upon ourselves as one
form only of receptacle of the divinelove and wisdom
which we understand as goodness, and truth. And so
are all the .beings who are in the various systems, from
the great origin and source of both to the lowest form
of intelligence existing in the spirit or in the birth world.

Man 5erives the truths that will elevate him, and
that he is capable of appreciating, from a source mostly
next above iimself. Sometimes, however, he has his
teaching mediums sufficiently elevated to be a long way,

as it were, above and in advance. Then it is that the

man will probably only require the instruction to devel-
ope rapi Z to some extremely prominent position in the
circle of his ordinary being. Man has hitherto been
ignorant of the true source of hie advancement and de-
veloping capabilities. It has always been the same, but

it has not always been that man derived his instruction

from the spirit-land direct as you are now doing, and as

man will continue to do, the more as man finds the

greater proneness to development by these than any
previous means. The glory of God dazzles almost those

nearest, and his glorious light shines in a modified de-

gree ounly to all, the most lowly of his creatures. Were
good men all able to keep their minds fixed upon those

precepts given for their advancement, they would

rapidly rise in their place in the birth world compared
with the gemeral portion of man. Those whose minds

are distracted by pursuits requiring their greatest mental

energies, and almost constant application, cannot become
so nearly the full standard of their ultimate attainment
in the wisdom spheres, as they are capable of, a8 do those
whose life preys less on the mind. You must look upon

the whole disposition of man, that is the mode in which
man has his lot cast among his fellow man, the good
and comparatively bad together, and so the world’s pro-
‘gress is more rapid. | | |
How would the lowest parts of the earth ever become
enlightened were it not that some good is everywhere
the great source of

found, and always doing the work o
all good. Man is doing the work of God in every diffu-
sion of truth, in lessening the ills of his fellow man in

any way. By one of these means he draws upwards his

fellow, by the other he brings happiness down to him.

Unlike the spirit spheres man must remain in the cir-
cumstances in which he is placed, or surrounded by them
‘to & great extent, whatever his own state may become,

spiritually and morally. In the spiritual spheres man
will find his associates commensurate with himself, with
that eternal and infinite variety of forms which consti-
tute the beauties of our societies. |

‘The All-wise Being, whose wisdom all partake of in

degree, and will partake of more fully in futurity, trains
those who do partake of it to fulfil as far as they can

their mission, that is, the ills that appear to prevent the

development of some, are much less so than men see at

the time. It will be seen by them when they have left
their body behind, that they were really well placed in -
the world. 'We have seen spirits who have lookcd back
oon their career with great wonder and admiration, when

the body had been removed in which they were inthe | .

habit of viewing themselves as placed in very unfortunate = -
circumstances, giving glory to God for his goodness

and his wonderful works to the children of men.
‘Mankind cannot all choose what form of goodness they

shall be the embodiment of Man can choose whether

he will advance in the scale of his being, if hedoes 2l =~ - = - =
| the good in his power and adheres to the better part of

his nature, being, and impression. But, man blames @ = . "
upon something or someone all his want of development, . = - -




. Sufficient for us to discover this—

The cause of this, if you explore, |

acoomplish something. Man hss to work out his own
salvation. This is your work, %t; into it like men, and
do not call all that is placed before you as requiring
more elaborate explanation, or whatever else . Yo know
enough ; go and do your known duties.—G0oD-K16HT.

- Soehy,

ADDRESS TO THE CREATOR.

GrEaT SpreiT! nature’s universal soul,

. "Whose wond'rous works on every side appear;
‘Who holds creation in thy firm control, =
~ Whose will hath given us life, and placed us here.

- Unseen, through Nature’s wond’rous works and laws,

~ You store the universe with life and light ;

- The Great Unknown, the Universal Cause,

Of wisdom, power, and glory infinite.

How shall we tell what God or Nature is?
- Bince both transcend our faculties and powers:

- That love and gratitude to thee are ours. -

‘, - V&inis thy search, O science, after God! ;

~ His footprints on time’s sands alone you see ;
His handiworks and laws you may applaud ;
His Spirit shuns your keenest serutiny.

" 'And faith and prayer, thai on tradition rest, .\
-~ __Think not to move the arm that moves the spheres ;

Vain is the heaving of your ardent breast ; -

| - God’s laws are fixed, e'en though you plead with tears.
- For God or Nature, whatsoe’er you call,

- Are names for something hid from mortal eyes :
The Inscrutable! who rules and governs all,
- Fills matter, space, the rolling orbs, the skies.
- As well might man attempt to measure space, -
“While helpless, weak. and ignorant, and blind ;
‘Or grasp heaven's countless orbs in his embrace,
As apprehend the universal mind. | |

Millions of suns revolve at thy command,
. Eternity and space are full of thee;
How then shall man, a creature, understand,

. Or grasp within his mind infinity ? |
Yet the Exalted One is not severe, -
~ But acts according to the knowledge given :

- Requires that each performs his duty here,
~ And leaves his future to the care of heaven.

‘Obey the still small voice that speaks within,

- Btriving for justice, holiness, and truth;
Condemning all unrighteousness as sin;
 Affirming nothing that’s devoid of proof.

~ This sacred guide displays heaven’s love and care,
~Reveals the interest felt by God in me,
Shows all my thoughts are for his spirit bear,

- My every act requited Lord by thee,

Thou who wilt judge according to our deeds,
~ Rewards or punishments on each bestow—

- Not for our wisdom, learning, or our creeds,
- But by the fruit of righteousness we show.
Grant that the thought that thou art ever near
~ May rule within my heart—direct my ways—

That I may learn to love thee and revere,® |

Study thy works, and laws, and walk unto thy praise.

RECLUSE.

o Swmamthough it seém,“it yet is true; DU
. Our virtues scarce appear SRCEE

= ‘While neighbours keep our faults"i»n view ‘, -
- Conspicuously and clear. SR

© 7 Youll find it out with eage:

-+ Our failings fret our neighbours more =~

" Than do our virtues please. . =

g
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the omiant ower of his ol to]

b ~countries, have been the sincerel ; Chi
| statement is not confined to Christianity, on the
| contrary, the inhabitants of Constantinople are quite as

| Dublin, Manchester, or Paris.

| are . ;
| intelligent Atheists who walk in obedience to the laws

o818

- @ Qonygpondents.
Communioations for insertion i this Jowrnal ehould be
Dlainly written, and as comoise as possibls.

SCIENTIFIQ RELIGION.

oD

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

Siz.—1 wish méere&ders to understand that by the
term Scientific Religion; I mesn religion founded on
Scientific principles; such as truth, reason, experiment
and the laws of nature ; contra-distinguished from those
founded on traditions, authorities, opinions, feelings, or
books supgdosed to be of Divine origin.

If any dispute my right to apply the term “ Scientific”
to “the Design theory” I reply it is held by many
Scientific men, among whom are the names of Professor
Huxley and 8ir Wilham Thomson. |

Resason is one of the faculties given to us by God, to
enable us to distinguish between truth, and exror; a

‘| sound postulate invariably results in truth; thus the

erturbations of Saturn led to the dizcovery of
ranus, and intelligibly arranged raps, to Spirit

intercourse. I have never seen any refutation of the

| “Design theory” ; and the more I study the works, and

lawe of nature, the stronger becomes my conviction of

| its truth, and of the impossibility of accounting for them

in any other way than that of a Divine intelligence.
Science has never been permitted by Orthodoxy to
interfere with religion. It has been obliged to confine
itself almost exclusively to physical phenomena ;
although our profoundest and most accurate teacher,
it does not pretend to inform us what God, or what
Nature is. Both of these are beyond its province,
while both areso harmoniously blended together, that

o they appear to be inseparable; like the colours of the
| Sclar Spectrum in a Summer’s cloud, that delight and
- . | astonish the gazer, while they convince him, that there

-are beauties, secrets, glory, and power nearer him, and
within his reach, which he can no more understand than

- 1 God. That man is permitted to know so much, is far
| more astonishing, than that the finite cannot com.
| prehend the infinite. | |

~The object of religion is to perfect our characters by

~ |'the cultivation of virtue and of the highest as})irations
-] of our beings; not only to improve our moral

| and increase our happiness, but to add to the welfare

| and enjoyment of our fellow men and to fit ourselves

| by -progression, for another and higher state of

aculties,

existence. | : | |
‘No great moral revolution haz ever been effected

" | either upon individualg, or nations without the influence
.. | of Religion; hence with few exceptions, the best men,

“those most devoted to the welfare of others, in all
Religious.

moral as those of Glasgow, and those of Calcutta as

On the other hand the great majority of ivickedjmen
ractically Atheists, and = there are wmany

of Nature who may be looked upon as among the
‘excellent of the Earth. SRt

~ But to return to our subject. It is as mnuch our

| duty to prove the genuineness of any book, or doctrine,

‘or authority before affirming it to be true or of Grod;
a8 it is the duty of a judge or jury to examine, or
compare the evidence, for, or against a man, who is
placed before them on his trial as a criminal ; before

| condemning, or acquitting him. Both are performing a
| solemn duty tor which they are responsible to God ; in
| doing which if they violate truth, and justice; they

‘cannot escape the consequences, which must inevitably

 1lead to reward, or punishment. If as the foundation of

our religion we substitute error, for truth ; or declare

| truth to be error, turn our back upon God, and
. | righteousness, and instead of endeavouring to know,
| imitate, and obey

, Him ; do good to our fellow-men |
‘and perfect our characters, make our chief object in

- | life self-indulgence, the enjoyment of the appetites and
- I'passions to the neglect of our higher faculties and

This



ression in  moral eftainments is impossible.
bedience: to the laws of our nature, physical, organic,
end moral; industry, temperance, cleanliness,
regulerity, and virtue, usually furnish health, peace, and
enio ent, to those who obeerve them, »
on the other hand we look to our Goals, Hospitals,
- Asylums and Sick beds, we will find abundant proof,
that ‘“the way of the transgreseor is hard ;” and that
“there is no peace for the “ Wicked.” *Say ye unto
the Righteous that it shall be well with them for they
shall eat the fruit of their doings. Woe unto the
wicked it shall be ill with him, for the reward of his
deeds shall be given him.” ‘

In the opinion of the writer, the retributive proper-
ties of Grod’s laws, are by far the strongest evidence we
possess, in favor of “the Design theory;” a striking
manifestation of wisdom, benevolence, and perfection ;
by making virtue reward, vice to punish itself. The
court house is the heart, where the ever watchful eye
of heaven is always upon us. If we perform a

enerous act, instantly for our encouragement, we
ear the still small voice “ Well done thou good and
faithful servant?” If we transgress Heaven's laws,
Conscience, heaven’s vicegerent quickly arraigns, and
punishes the offender; and if the suffering at first be
not severe, its long duration is equivalent ; for it ends
not till death, if it ends then !

 What nothing earthly gives or can destroy,
The soul’s calm sunshine and the heartfelt joy.
Is virtue's prize. Then to be free from fear
With hope’s bright Star for ever shining clear.”
“Reason. and virtue answer one great aim,
And true self love, and social are the same;
. For virtue only makes our bliss below, -
.And all our knowledge is ourselves to know.”
But who can bear that worm that gnaws within, -
That ceaseless voice accusing us of sin ?
.. That haunts us like a Spectre, night and day ;
And calls out shame when we attempt to pray
Oft whispering to us of a world to come,
A dread uncertainty a loathsome home ; -
‘Makes life #.burden, drives us to excess,
. Excess with suffering aggravates distress.
~ Thus vice moves on ; once innocent and pure
- Progressing guilt, must greater pangs endure
- Till fortune, health, and character are gone, .
. Then reason, and the vital spark has flown. -

A PERSONAL DEITY.
mo THE;EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF Lténr.
T differ from -your correspondent “ R” in as much as

Y deem no antagonist beneath me, (not even that
erratic personage himself) and no fallacies unworthy of
~ exposure, not even the italicised compilations of texts,

with which he so voluminously favors you. Both
“R” and “Uncle John” exhibit their tolerance and

.‘glpwers of comprehension in no enviable light by the |

storted views with which they have so freely credited
- me, and the men of straw they have so valiantly
overthrown; accusing me of Atheism which I have
- always regarded as the height of folly, (though I should
fancy Atheism might be more fully and considerately
dealt with.) Both exhibit the recklessness and careless-
ness of criticism and expression, which are so indicative
of uncertain and unaccustomed thought. The reason
why I did not call God—Magnetism and Electricity is
- simply because . contrary to the practice of my oppon-
- ents, I am in the habit of attaching definite meanings to
- the words I use, and again when I say that Science
‘discards a belief in a personal God I mean “discards”
and not *“ denies the existence of” or I should have
- 8aid 8o ; while a lingering sense of proprie% and accuracy
would prevent me from falling into “ Uncle John’s”
mistake of terming Heat and Light “ Principles” when
- they are merely modes of motion. I suppose that he
is still proceeding on the assumption of m{y very
~extreme youth, w%xen he fiads it necessary to favor us
with a rehash of the tritest maxims of Spiritualism,
current twenty years ago. But the kernel of dispute

“lies in my statement that  the belief in a personal Grod

is one long discarded by both Science and Spiritual-
ism.” Now this is not & Dogma, though “ Uncle John”
mistakes it for one; it is merely a statement of fact.
True or untrue, stated for convenience with brevity,

(a fault of which assuredly he cannot be accused), and
capable of proof, First for Science,—~Newton and
Aggessiz  being Christians, necessarily accept the
doctrine, and their evidence is consequently of no value,
while on the other hand I am able to name Huxley,
Spencer, Tyndall, Wallace, }Mill, Darwin, Comte &c., &e.,
and for Spiritualism, Hudson, Tuttle, A. J. Davis, The
spirits of Swedenborg, Bacon, and Demosthenes,

. W, Edmonds and the spirit guides of Cora Tappan.
Judge then between us, which has spoken truth or

dogmatised. Not possessing that intimate knowledge .

of the Divine Economy which my antedeluvian friends
“ Uncle John” and “R"” (I assume their age from their
intolerance), so confidently announce, I still retain my
belief in a * principle pervading all Nature,” feeling
with deep humility that my finite mind is incapable of
grasping its infinity of glory, rejecting as degrading the
limitation of sex and personality, which would reduce it
to a fetish within my comprehension at the same time
a8 it tore from it all above that lower level not even
binding it to the highest attributes, which after all are
only human, but endeavouring to see it as it is, though
it be feeble and incomplete, to retain the truth though
it be only a portion of it, unstained by earthly weakness,
and unspotted by its sin.
Iam,
Yours truly,
PHILOMATH,

TION.

THE PROGRESSIVE SPIRITUALISTS ASSOCIA-

| Tae following condensed Synopsis of the objects of
| the above Society, has been circulated in the formof & = =
| circular at Mr. Bright’s lectures, during the past =~ -

month :—

| OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION AND CONDITIONS OF MEMBER_- -

. SHIP, |

~ “We aim h_.t promoting & fair and candid,investigation ofall "~ -
- | phenomens, ‘testimony, and rational argument which may assist

in demonstrating the all-important problem of a continued

existence after death, Believing that competent witnesses of

occurrences favoring such demonstration are not necessarily
confined to Bible epochs, we desire to present the past and present-

‘accumulating evidence for public examination, But while
| holding _prOminently forward this central object of our organiza-
tion, we deem it our first duty to endeavour to remove the crargp-

ing fetters solong imposed upon free and independent thought ;

‘and encourage the fullest exercise of this our most exalted right

and privilege, being of opinion that Moral, Social, and Spiritua;l
well-being is best secured by the largest development of individ-
ual judgmént, unttainmelled by the blighting influences of
Creedal and Churchal limitations, B

We do not aim at the creation of a sect ; but, as the means of .
working out the objects we have in view, are best obtainable by
united effort, we cordially invite the co-operation of all suchas
may be willing to assist. and join with us on the side of enlight.
“ened reason and unfettered conscience in the great struggle

against the long ursurped authority of ignorance and interested
intolerance, | | S o
The conditions of Membership are simply -enrolment and

payment of & Subscription, the amount of which is optional to

the Subscriber. Those"wishing to join the Association can do so
any Sunday evening at the Lecture Hall, or by leaving their

‘Names and amount of Subscription, for the Secretary, at = . B

Mr. Terry’s Book Depot, 84 Russell Street.

Country friends may aid the Associa;tioﬁ in mrymg B
out the above objects, by an a.nn_ua.l Subscription. L

The series of lectures on “Spiritual Cosmolbjzy;”,ﬁe‘iﬂé o
delivered at the Cavendish Rooms by Mrs. Cora Tappan,

are profoundly interesting. The early religious beliefs
of the world are carefully analysed, and their spiritual
significance explained, by the controlling intelligence.

The beautiful invocations and poems with which the dis-
‘courses are preceded and concluded are an interesting

feature. An effort should be made to secure the ser-
vices for a time of this excellent inspirational medium
for Australia. o , | BRI




AN EVENING. WITH MR. HERNE.

Tae following interesting account of a seance with the
- above well-known English medium was forwarded to us
by Mr. Stow :—

On Monday, February 8th, I was introduced to Mr.
Herne, in the shop of Mr. Burns, Southampton Row.
In the course of conversation he learned that I too was
& medium, at which he seemed much pleased, and invited
me to his circle, which was to be held at Mr. Burne’s
rooms. At the time appointed I found the company
assembled, nine gentlemen (including Mr. H.) and one

~ 19;13' It is unnecessary to describe minutely the room
and its contents, suffice it to say that it is an ordinary
back parlor shut off from the front room by folding
doors. Anyone might satisfy themselves that it was
quite impossible for any person to secrete themselves or
enter it without the cognizance of those present. The
doors were locked inside, and the keys left in the locks.
- As soon a8 we were seated, and joined hands in the
usual way, I holding Mr. Herne’s right hand, and a
young man (investigator) his left, the gas was turned
. out. A guitar, which a second before was lying on the
table, commenced floating round the room, playing at
the same time, one moment striking me on the head,
and the next instant the ceiling above me. There were
also two small hand-bells, and two cardboard speaking-
trumpets : all these were flying about in different
~ directions, which, with the ringing of the bells, made a
~ moise that is difficult to describe. One of the trumpets
- was turned to my face, and a spirit, purporting to be
“Peter” (a peculiar squeaking voice), saidd—*“ Oh what
. are you doing here so far from home ?” then, “All right,
old fellow.” This was, doubtless, in answer to some
mental question of a private character. Katie King
came, and at once recognised me, patted me on the face
- and hand in a pleasant and familiar manner. The next
‘moment a ring was placed on my finger, which proved
to have been taken from the young man who sat on the
- left of Mr. Herne. The same person asked the spirit
“Peter ” (with the view of testing his powers) if he
could tell what he had brought in his pocket; and
~directly after the question I felt something placed upon
- my forehead, and a voice whispered, “ You can see what
~ that ig, can’t you ?” I answered that I could not. The
- voice then said—"“ Well, you ought to, it is a photo.”
Our young friend realised the fact that his photo. was
gone, and seemed very anxious about it, requesting
Peter not to take it. However, his mind was set at rest
by Peter informing him that he would not get it again ;
and he did not, at least that night. One of the circle
had a packet of confections in his pocket, which were
soon distributed by the spirit-fingers. I had three put
~ in my mouth, and others of the circle were treated in
- like manner. o ,
- I mentally asked the question—* Are any of my own
friends present ?” Katie responded by giving me three
slaps on the back of my hand, and then little fingers,
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 COMING EVENTS. |

Eveg since man had s history, and probably long before,
two mighty forces have swayed the spiritusl destinies of
the race; they have shaped governments, moulded
nationalities, formed or destroyed churches, and without
one or other of them has nothing been made that was
made. They exist wholly in the spirit of man, they be-
long to his mental nature, though their action is by no
means limited to it. We will borrow names for these
two great forces from the realm of material nature, and

spirit. The one tends towards rest and passivity, the
other towards swift and ever swifter progression; both
are essential to the nature of man just as both are neces-
sary to the material universe, but the undue preponder-
ance of either is ruinous to true progress or even to
continued existence. In politics that mental tendency
which we have called the Centripetal force results in
monarchical forms of government, or at least in the cen-
tralization of power in the hands of the few. In religion
it results in hierarchies, orders, graduated steps of
holiness, the central figure of” whic% is supposed to be
the Divine Being himself, or mediately the Divine Bemg
speaking through appointed ministers. The Centrifugal
force revolts against all this, believes in individualization
rather than centralization, and sees the Divinity in the
open book of Nature rather than in any accredited
speaker. Among the nations of Western Europe, the

tripetal force in religion, as Protestantism is of the
Centrifugal ; but far deeper than this broad, palpable
distinction lies the less evideni one that all priesthoods,
wheresoever they exist, or whatsoever may be the doc-
trine they teach, are in their nature centripetal and
centralising, and that large masses of the most energetic
minds, in every country and in every age, are inherently
opposed to the very first principles of any such system,
no matter how it may seek to bring itself into accord
with their notions. It would seem likely that the world
is destined to see before long one of the greatest
struggles between these two great forces that it has ever
seen. The gathering powers that are now threatening
Belgium and Ultramontanism, however, do but feebly
express the many and great issues that are at stake.

2 blind game ; it is as yet but little understood how des-

in Australia quite as much as in Europe, for their own
existence ; and they are fighting against a rising tide of
centrifugal force so vast and mighty that not the wisest
among us can foresee to what it is sweeping us. One of
two things, however, may be tolerably safely predicted.
as the outcome of the great spiritual struggle on the
very brink of which we stand. Either this great out-
pouring flood of centrifugal force will prove victorious,
and sweep before it into utter ruin not the Romish
priesthood only, but all priesthoods among all men

~“Jike baby’s,” touched my hand, and others like those | claiming to be the civilized nations of the earth ; or else,

of a thin female hand ; in all I distinctly felt four differ-
- ent hands: they were all warm and life-like. The guitar
‘was placed in my arms for a considerable part of the
seance, playing more or less the whole time, then float-
ing round, striking all of usin turn on the back. A
chair was taken and placed in the middle of the table,
and to conclude a very satisfactory meeting, Mr. Herne
(with his chair) was lifted and placed also upon the
table. During the whole of the seance I held Mr.

‘Herne's right hand, and “Investigator” the lefi. I

‘wish some of our Melbourne inq!lllirers had been with
" me, felt the wind-like influence, heard the voices, felt

~~ the spirit-hands, and to realise, as I did, the reality of

spirit-life. |
) GEO. A. STOW.
_(Mr. Stow was to leave England, by the “ Northum-

. berland,” which sailel March 26th and may, therefore,

- be expected in Melbourne in a few weeks.—Ep. H. L.)
~ INVESTIGATION.
. Investigation is the parent of truth,
. Justice, science, knowledge, and sincerity, |
.- The foe of ignorance, credulity, and injustice.

izing power obtain the upper hand—a result we deem
almost incredible—then the hands of time will be set
back upon the dial of history far more surely than. ever
ence just such a revulsion of progress as occurred when

cvilization.

The discourse is a very able one, and 1ts interest is en-
hanced by the position of the deliverer of it. We fear,
however, that the free expression of his views on this

Bishop: and while we lament the possible consequences

at the moral influence his bold and fearless action must
‘exercise on the minds of liberal church members, and

| for his material loss,

call them the Centripetal and Centrifugal forces of the

‘Romish Church is the most remarkable type of the Cen-

The priests of Rome seem to most persons to be playing

perate a one it is. They are fighting everywhere, here

should it prove inadequate to the task, and the central-

they were in the days of Ahaz,and mankind will experi- -
the barbarous Goths quenched the light of ancient
 Tae ;Medz’étmi of January 15th contains a ,dié(:Ouifse !
delivered by the Rev. Guy Bryan, clergyman of the

Church of England, at Doughty Hall, London, entitled |
“Spiritualism: theamplification of the Gospel of Jesus.”.

heterodox subject is not likely to pass unnoticed by his

to him in a worldly point of view, we cannot but rejoice

feel that his sgiritu‘al gain will more than compensate
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THE HOIMES IMBROGLIO
 KATIE KING-—GEN. F. J, LIPPITT'S REPORT.
BosTON, Feb. 8rd, 1875,
To the Edltor of the Banner of Light :

I have just returned from a two weeks' laborious and perplexing
investigation in Philadelphia of the Katie King affair, made at
your request. As your paper is about going to press, I will simply
state, as briefly as possible, the results arrived at. The principal
- credit for these results is due to Col. Olcott, with whom I labored
~during the first week, The evidence leading to these consists

partly of documents, partly of statements and affidavits of cred-
~ible persons, and partly of facts which I personally witnessed.
Most of the documentary evidence will be published in Col.

Oloott's forthcoming book.
~ The first question was : Do spirits really matenehze through
" the Holmses?
That they do, is conclusively proved, I think, by the following

~ The cabinet is built of -single walnut boards, in the form of a
- triangle ; the sides are five feet long ; its height is eight feet. It
- is entirely covered at the top, which is two feet below the ceiling,
It stands at the centre of one of the walls of the room, but de-
tached from it. The front side has a door in the centre, and an
_ aperture on each side, the lower edge of which is five feet five
inches from the floor, Mrs, Holmes's height is five feet three
inches, so that when she stood on the inside, under a window, she
could not be seen from the outside, Standing on tip-toe, the top
of her head only was visible,  The only thing inside on which she
_could mount, was the very low chair on which she sat, and some-
times even this was not teken m, she standmg durmg the whole
-seance,
~ The entire outside of the cabmet was always wsrble to the
spectators, and no person or thing could be mtroduoed into it
* 'without being seen. There was no cut in the carpet on which it
stnnds, and no trace of any trap in the floor. Every one of the

~ BCTEWs and nails was tested by Col. Olcott, and no sham screw,

o swinging panel, or cut boards could be found, Entirely round
the cabmet on the inside, at the height of nearly six feet, he
tacked a mosquito net. One of the windows was made unapproa-

chable from within - by a wire cage some elghteen inches deep, :

extendmg from the top to the ﬂoor, and secured by staples clinched
on the outside.
- Before the matenahzatrons commenced Mrs. Holmes was in-

vanably tied upina bag by Col. Olcott himself, The material

was .obtained by himself, and the bag was made under his own
. 'snpemsron. On each occasion we exammed it inside and out, to

 see that the stitching had not been tampered with or another bag

or lining introduced, The draw-string was pulled as tight round
the throat as it could be without stopping respiration, At the
back of the neck the ends of the draw-string crossed each other
- 'without being tied. At the point of crossing, melted seahng-wax
~was dropped and stamped with Col. O.’s signet ring. Then the
- slack of the bag being taken up from the bottom, it was pinned to
Mrs. Holmes's sleeves, on Loth arms, near the wrist, and a pencil
- mark was drawn round each pin. Invariably, at the end of the

gitting, Mrs. Holmes was found in the bag, in precasely the same.

 condition as when put in it ; the seal was unbroken, and the pins
‘had not been disturbed. On every occasion I assisted Col. Olcott,
and certify to these facts on my own personal observation, I will
~ add that Col. O, obtained from an eminent juggler the secret of
the “bag trick,” and adopted a mode of securing the medium that

I e&ectually precluded any possiblity of her resorting to it, During
_the sittings there was hght enough for the spectators to drscern |

every object in the room.
 Under these conditions the following mamfestatrons occurred
On the door being closed it was instantly bolted on the inside.
" At the window covered by the cage, hands and spirit hghts waved
back and forth, and once the upper part of the head of John King
appeared. At the other window a guitar left in the cabinet was
thrummed, and then handed out; hands and arms were shown,
, Vsometlmes within a few seconds after the door was shut; and
~ once a beautiful female hend, in fnll gashght, before we hsd taken

our seats, The face of John King alwsys eppwed. It was the
same face, perhaps slightly varied, that I used to ses at the
Holmes' seances last May, Generally he answered only by signs
of the head ; sometimes in a whisper, and once began to speak to
Col, Olcott in the gruff voice of last May, which then subsided
into & whisper, Ingide of the cabinet I repeatedly heard him
gpeak in this same gruff voice. This face was no mask, His
head was seen higher (as I verified myself) than Mrs, Holmes's
covld have been even if standing on the chair, The same fierce
black eyes I saw last May moved in every direction (Mrs. Holmes's
are light grey). His lips moved i m speaking, He would kiss his
hands to us with a smack, and once kissed the cheek of a ledy
present, His hands were large, even for a man, though perfectly
lifelike and natural to the touch. That he was a disembodied
gpirit is shown by the following facts :

Mrs, X, a lady friend of Col. Olcott in Philadelphia, has been
for many years a medium of most extraordinary power. One day
while Col. O. was conversing with her at her own home, John

King made his presence known, and at Col. O.'s request promised

to give him a certain secret sign to prove his identity, on showing
himself that evening at the Holmeses, That evening he appeared
as usual, called up Col. Olcott, and gave lnm the identical sign

“agreed upon.

Col. Olcott has two sons at school in New Haven. One day, '
talking with John King at Mrs. X,’s, he asked him to keep a
good lookout for his two boys, That evening, while talking from
within the cabinet, he said to Col, O., nothing having been sug-
gested to lead up to it, *Colonel, I'll take care of your boy, Mor-
gan.” No one present but hunself knew of his having a boy of
that name, .

At one of the srttmgs Col. 0. handed hrm his slgnet rmg, which

| be did not return to him, After the srttmg was over the cabmet

was searched for it, but it could not be found 'On retiring to rest -
that night at his lodgings, while putting his watch under hls prl-
low, he found there his signet ring, A

At one of the sittings John King responded to questrons by raps
inside the cabinet. He was asked to rap a certa.m number of

times in French, Spanish, German, Russ1an, Georgian, Latin s.nd o

in Greek ; the number desired varying with the language The

‘responge was correet in every instance, The Holmeses are entu'ely

ignorant of any language but their own. (

Finally, at the sitting at Col. Olcott’s lodgings, hereafter men-
troned, John King called up Mr. Retanelly, a Georgian gentleman
present, and mentioned to him in s whisper an occurrence whlch
he assured me, no other human being but himself knew.

Katie King, or a spirit calling ‘herself thus, appeared and |

talked with us repeetedly It was not Mrs. Holmes; the face was

entirely different. It was not & mask ; it was as natural and life-

like as that of the Katie ng of last May ; her eyes moved and
her lips, when speaking—which was always in a whisper. When
talking with ber, I was within from six to twelve inches of her
face. Once, at my request she floated ‘upward to the very top of
the cabinet, I sawher form to below her waist ; it was covered ,
with a dehcate wlnte drapery. AsI gazed at her, she vamshed
from my srght Mrs Holmes at thrs a8 at all other s1tt1ngs, was -
dressed m black. :

Several tlmes she extended her hands out of the wxndow and
patted me on the head, Repeatedly she allowed me to feel of her ,
hands;, which were soft and delicate to the touch, and perfectly '
natural, though smaller than they appeared last May But the
face, to my surpnse, at the sittings of January 22nd and 23rd
‘was entirely different. St:range as it may appear, it was the face
of the photograph, alleged to be of Katie King, but now known
to be that of Mrs, White. The complexion was pale and sickly,

‘and the expression very sad, Her explanation to me of the differ-
ence in her appearance was, that last May Mr. Holmes was the

medium ; and that now she drew from Mrs, Holmes. At every
sitting, she persisted in assuring me that she was the same Katie
King that I saw last May ; and in proof of it, recalled to me

s somethmg that transpired at one of the May sittings, personal to
‘myself, and when I had entirely forgotten, On Jan, 23rd, she
took my knife and cut from her head for me, in my presence, &
small lock of her harr, whrch was perfectly stmlght when given to o

!




me, On the ges being relighted, it was found to be curled, and
of a delicate shade of golden auburn, Dr. Child informs me that
this was the color of the hair of the Katie King of last May, I
have compared this hair with that given to Robert Dale Owen last
June; it is evidently the same. - The three halr artists I have
shown the specimen to, say they must have come from the same
bead. ’

On January 25th, Mrs, Holmes's {rance was so deep that when
the slttxng was over she was like & corpse—as cold, as white, and
almost as pulseless as marble, That evening, as also on January

27th, the last timo I saw her, the Katie King was again the Katie

of last May—that is, so far as I could distinguish the features,
the room being much darker than usual. In afew minutes the
door was slowly opened, and Katie stood before ws, draped in a
white gauzy material, a bridal veil covering her head, and stand-
in_g out stiffly from it as if starched. She remained two or three
minutes, and then withdrew, closing the door after her, Twice
more she reappeared, and withdrew as before, She was very
short—apparently not over four feet six inches in height. Her

| ~ armswere bare to the shoulder, beautifully formed, and she kept
* them continually in graceful motion,

Finally, on Jan, 24th, at a sitting improvised at Col, Olcott's

“odgings, to which I brought Mrs, Holmesin a carriage, she bring-

©. " ing with her only the bag, the cabinet consisted simply of the

" bedroom closet, st the entrance of which was hung a black cur-

- tain, with slits made in it for a window. At that sitting both

“* . Col, Oleott and myself felt Mrs. Holmes in the bag on the left

. gide of the closet while Katie was talkmg to us and touchmg us
from the right, |

- It being thus demonstrated that spmts do . matenahse them-

o selves through the Holmses, the question as to whether the Katie

ng of last spring and summer was Mrs. Whrte or not is brought

~ within the domain of ordinary facts, to be determined by the
'wexght of evidence, The proofs of Katie's identity with Mrs.
-Whrte consist first of Mrs. White's so-called autobiography, pub-
lished in the Philadelphia Inquirer of Jan, 9th, and 11th. Seoondly,”
 of certain corroborative facts : - .
1. The now admitted fact that Mrs, White personated Katre'i
King in the taking of her alleged photographs. -~ 1
2. The recognition of Mrs. White as Katie ng at & mock srt-ﬂ"
ting on Dec, 5th, and Dr, Child’s reoogmtron ot her when she‘,
 signed her confession on the 8th of January. |
8. Mrs. White's production of the presents made to Katle ng §
4, The alleged substitution of a new Katle ng at a slttmg

near the end of November.

8. The identity of Mrs. White's handvmtmg wrth that of the
" notes received from Katie ng ; and the- 1dent:dw of Holmes s |
B handwntmg with that of the body of the oommumcahon srgned
. F. W. Robertson, =
| * 6, Certain expressions in Holmes’s letters to Mrs. | .Whlte ap-f
o ~parently pointing to such a confederacy AR

“First as to the autobxography.

) It was slgned by Mrs, Whlte, formerly Ehza Frances Potter,fs

daughter of James Potter, stonecutter, of Lee, Mass. Her father ‘
- isdead. Her mother and her son, a boy about tlnrteen years old,

now live in Cape Street, Lee. She is now from thxrty-srx to] ¢

o thu'ty-elght years of age, When very young she marned Wﬂson
- B, White eommonly known as “ Bob White,” & drummer in a band,

who now keeps a drinking saloon in Wmstead, Conn, Since she

- left him years ago, she has gone by various names, Last March
she hired the premises at No, 50 North Ninth-street, Phﬂadelphra,’
., takmg the Holmeses with her to board ; they compensated her by
. paying the rent (45 dols. a month) and a further sum per week. She
- continued to reside there till the 9th or 10th of September, when
~ ghe told the landlord, Mr, Evans, that she was going tosee her
.. -, boy, who ghe heard was ill. Her room was on the third floor,
o -'du'ectly over the parlor in which the Holmes’ sittings were held.
B g She was thought by many to resemble the “ Katie King ” of the
' cabinet, and it came finally to be generally believed that she per-
- -sonated her at her sittings.

The mysterious gentleman who made the alleged dracovery of

"".»-the identity of Katie King with Mrs, White, is Mr, W, O, Leslie

agent of the Baltimore, Phﬂa&elphla and New York Raﬂway

: Company.

THE HARBINGER OF LIG-HT

‘Dale Owen,

L

During my stay in ?hﬂadolphta, 1 meatedly requated Mr.
Leslie, a8 also another member of the ** Exposure Committes,”

whom I will call Mr, Z, to obtain for me an interview with Mrs. -
‘White, in order to identify her with the Katie King whom I so

often saw last May. The answer always was that she had dis-

appeared, and that they could give me no information that conld

put me on her track,

According to Mrs, White's own statement, her personations of

Katie King could not have commenced before the middle of June.

The cabinet she describes, and of which she gives a diagram, con-

sisted of walnut or dark boards covering the entire corner of the
room, including the door-way into the bed-room, having & door

opening into the parlor with & window on each side of it. The
bed-room door has been taken off, and the passage barred by a
walnut partition through which she entered the cabinet by un.
screwing a button, covering the two ends of adjoining panels.
Now this cabinet was not made till the fifth of June, and even
then no partition had been put up in the doorway, the door being
secured by a padlock., It was not till some time afterwards
(exactly when I could not ascertain) that the door was taken
away and boards substituted. Until the 6th of June there was a
second door hung upon one of the door-posts, and the cabinet was
extemporized for the face sittings by simply bringing the two

doors together. The only aperture was a circular cut in one of

these doors, at which the faces were seen. On the bed-room side
there were five boards of unpainted pine firmly nailed to the sides

and the top of the door, but there was no batten hiding cut boards,

and none of them had a button on it, a8 I, and many others who [‘;; . j,l N

‘examined them, will certify. RSN
Again, Mr, Leslie assured me that he attended the sittings from g

the time Katie King first appeared, and on questioning him- I_, i

found that he had never seen or heard of the cabmet that emted o

before the 6th of June,

Finally, Mrs. White says that they had heard of the London“ o
Katie’s farewell before they determmed to brmg her out in Phﬂa i
delphia, Now this farewell .was on the 21st of May, and it was
| about the middle of June before any notice of it wag pubhshed in
fthls ‘country. :

The Katie King. that appeared in May and the ﬁret part of June e
thus remams entlrely unaoeounted for, and, 1f not 8. spmt mnat; .
fhavebeen another confederate. Inthat case, must she not have ~
| known ‘the fact, and’ knowmg it, is it credible that ahe shonld‘;“ S
: have made no mentlon of it in her statement? S

One word more as to this Katie King of May Mrs, Whrte,

: I aseertamed from various sources, is but little below a woman's |
,,,Lmechum helght the estnnates varying. from ﬁve feet one, to ﬁve_
feet three inches, Now the May Katie ng, who appeared in
fall form the first time on the 5th of June, was - dwarﬁshly ghort,
. of the hemht of a cluld of ten years old, as. I learn from several

peraona then present. V
Next as to the facts corroborating Mrs Whlte’e statement ; and

ﬁrst g to Mrs. White's standing for Katie King in the taking of
the photographs. This’ fact was admxtted to me by Mr. and Mrs.

‘Holmes on the 31st of J anuary, and it undoubtedly casts a strong

_ suspicxon over all Katie’s appearances in the cabinet, and requuea

of us the greatest cautlon in acceptmg the evidences of their gen-

| uineness, It is only ]ust to Mr. and Mrs, Holmes to state that
their admission to me of the fact was_ entirely voluntary, and

prompted apparently by my earnest appeal to them, if they had

been guilty of any deoeptron in the matter to dare to do nght by o

confesging it.

" The effect of this personatron mrght have been foreseen All. L |
those persons who had ever seen Mrs. White, on seeing these S
alleged photographs of Katie King needed no further proof that:‘.i? oo

they were one and the same person,

Secondly, as to the recognitions of Mrs, White as Katle ng at A o
the mock sitting on December bth at Dr. Paxson’s, and by
Dr. Child when she signed her confesslon bet'ore the magmtrate -

on January 8th,

_ - There are certain facts that very much impair the force of o
these recognitions as evidence, if they do not destroy it entirely.

The seven B:rsons present at this mock sitting were Robert
and Mrs. Child, Mr, and Mrs, Leshe, and SR

Dr Paxson and Mrs Buckwalter '
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Mr. Owen tells me that thcugh to the best of his knowledgev
and belie? the person who then enacted the part of Kate King
was the same he had s0 often seen at the Holmeses, her perform-
ances were inferior to those of the latter, in fact, “very

bungling,” especisily in the “ vanishing” scene, which did not

seem to him to be at all like that at the Holmeses.

Of the remaining six persons present, Mr. and Mrs. Leshes
recognition can obviously count for nothing as evidence; not
that their testimony is less credible than that of the others, but
because it was Mr. Leslie himself that got up the sitting, and

- broyght Mre. White to it for the very parpose of convincing the

others of her identity with Katie King; a fact which he had
been aware of, he told me, ever since last summer, although he
had not been able to induce Mrs. White to confess the person-
ation till the 3rd of December, As to this particular recognition
then, Mr. Leslie, stood in the position of a party interested, who
had a case to prove, and not in that of a witness; and itisa
natural presumption that Mrs. Leslie knew all her husband knew,
or believed all that he believed.

Of the remaining four, Dr. Paxson and Mrs, Backwalter were

the very persons who, on the 3rd of July (see Mr. Owen’s article
in the “Atlantic Monthly,”) when Kati¢ cut a piece from her
robe and another from her veil, which proved to be only an inch
- or 80 in length and in diameter, plainly saw the cutting, and that

it left in the robe a hole * at least five or six inches long,” and in

~ the veil one “three or four inches in diameter,” and that in a few
- seconds both the robe and the veil became whole again before

their eyes. Mrs, White says this was all the work of their
imagination ; o that if they really recognised Mrs, White as

~ Katie King they thereby discredited their own statement. But
if made in good faith (which I have no reason to doubt) it proves '

either that they were mistaken in their recognition, or that their

sense of sight is so completely dominated by their imagination as
“to render their testlmony on the point in question wholly unreh- |
: ‘ the extent, he thought, of not more than two inches—that is,

able,

Agam, all these seven persons except Mr. Owen, as w1ll appear
further on, had repeatedly, perhaps frequently, seen and talked

~ with this same Mrs, White at No, 50 North Ninth street after the

- Holmeses had departed for the West, and, though continuing to

' go to see Katie King till the 3rd of December, never before
- suspected her identity with Mrs, White. As to Dr. Child, he had

seen her often, by day as well as by night, at his own office, as
well as at the Holmeses, both before and after their departure,

‘Tt is not the slightest mpeachment of his veracity to say that,_
‘ander these circumstances, his recognitions at this sitting and |
~ afterwards on Jan. 8th when Mrs. White appeared in proper |

_person before the magwtrate, can Carry w1th them but very httle
- weight,

 In view of all this, and considering that these persons had beeni

| brought together by Mr. Leslie for the express purpose of recog-

nising as Katie ng a woman who had confessed she had been
personahng her, producing, in corroboration, the very trinkets

- that had been given to Katie, it is very easy to understand how

8 certain resemblance, combined with a skilful ¢ make up” and

| ‘other stage effects, may have caused the spectators to see in the
person before them the veritable Katie King. And as to this

possible personal resemblance of Mrs. White to the Katie Kihg

~of November, let that marvellous but established fact be borne in
‘mind that the London Katie constantly varied more or less in her

appearance, and t‘nat other marvellous fact I have already testified

1o, that the Katie I saw at the Holmeses in January strongly

resembled the Katxe of the photograph, that is to say, Mrs 'Wlute

- herself,

On thé whole, these recogmtlons appear to me to be very far

irom oonclns:ve as to the 1dent1ty of Mrs, Whlte w1th Katie
'ng

Thlrdly, as to the productlon of the trinkets.
Col. Oleott informs me that at Chittenden the presents made to

‘, the spirits that appear through the Eddys (and the genuineness
of these spirits he has folly demonstrated by three months ot

decisive experiments) are never carried away by them, but are
legt, on the premises, and are collected and kept for them by the

mediums, Then there is nothing incredible in Katie King's

doing the same thing at the Holmeses. When I qwtioned them

on this subject their explanation was that they had concealed the

trinkets by the advice of & person of high social atunding, and on

whom they were partly dependent, who thought it inexpedient to
meke the fact known, as it would require ‘long explanations,”
Whether this statement be true or not, it cannot affect the
probability that what spirits have done at Chittenden they may
have done in Philadelphia. Thus the production by Mrs. White
of trinkets given to Xatie King, by no means proves that they
were given to herself,

A person residing near Philadelphia, whom I will call Mr.
Y. (with whom an interview may be had by any one inquiring of
me), stated that last August, after the Holmeses had gone West,
leaving Mrs, White in charge of their effects, there being then a
dispute between them touching the payment of the last month's
rent, Mrs, White showed him the box containing these trinkets
saying that she thought she would keep them, to hold them after-

wards, if necessary, in judgment against the Holmeses, and that
-she then put them in her own trunk, but that she never intimated

to him that she had personated Katie King until after the 8th of
January, when she signed her ¢ Autobiography.”

Fourthly, as to the substitution of a new KatwKing toward |

the end of November, alluded to by Mr. Owen in some of his
published correspondence on this subjeot.

I had a full conversation with him on this point, and learned

that as to the face of the supposed new comer; there was not light
enough for him to judge how far it differed from the Katie he
was familiar with, and that his suspicion was based chiefly on the
great difference in height between the two ; the supposed substi-
tute being extremely short.

But this circumstance ought, I thmk, to wexgh, but very little

as evidence of a f.radulent substitution ; for, in the first plaee, a8
Mr, Owen Iumself stated to 1ne, the Katie of last summer was
found to. vary in- helght in her dmﬂerent appearances, though to

from one mch a.bove to one. inch below five feet, In the next

place, as T have before stated, when Katie first appeared in full
form, wh1dh was on June 5th, she was quite dwarfish in height,

not appeanng taller thau a child of ten yearsold. And finally,
that this was ]ust about the height, as before stated, of the spirit
that appeared to us. outelde of the cabinet at the Holmeses’ on
Jan. 25th, purportmg to be Katxe _King, and being, as there was

strong reason - to beheve, the. same Katie who had appeared

dm'mg the spnng and summer
Flfthly, the 1dent1ty of Mrs. Whites hand-wntmg with that

of several notes- recewed from Katie ng two in pencil to Mr,
‘ i0wen ‘one, also in pcncll to Mrs, Stoddard, and the paragraphs
jon Flowers, written last May, for Dr. Child, These have all been

compared with a letter from Mrs, Wl:nte to Dr, Child, dated Oct.

'19th, 1874, and from the peculiar formation of the letters appear

to have been written by the same person. 1 will add, in passing,

that the chirography of Mrs. White's letter is quite irregular, that
many of the words are misspelled, with a profusion of capital let- |

ters; while in most of the writings purporting to come from
Katie King the handwriting is quite neat and regular, and there
is scarcely any  orthographical error. Again, the body of the
communication purportmg to come to Mr, Owen from F. W.

Bobertaon, and wntten, as was supposed, in his Presence, is, o,

all appearance, in the handwntmg of Mr. Holmes.

~But the whole cogency of this evidenca is destroyed by the
following extraordinary and mystenous fact: On Jauua.ry

13th, 1875, Col. Olcott delivered to John King, in the cabinet, a
note written by him in French to Katie King, The writing was =
‘at the centre of the page, and requested an answer to be written
round it. The next afternoon, at a sitting at a private house, the T
.| note was shown to him with no answer upon it; but atanother .. .
sitting that same evening the note was returned to Col. Oleott at

the cabinet window, and it then bore an answer, above and below

the writing, beginning in French, but concluding in English’ R RR S
signed * Katie King,” and in the same handwriting as thenotes . . |l
of last summer, resembling that of Mrs. White, Now if therebe
any fact beyond all question it is that, notwithstanding the
dentity of the» handwriting, this Llast communication was not S
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written by Mrs, White, In view of such a fact as this, it would
obviously not be aafe to assert that the Robertson communication
was written by BMr. Holmes, because it appears to be in his
handwriting, It seems evident that in thess materisligation

henomena no inference can be properly drawn from an apparent

“identity of handwriting, for this may arise either from some

ocglxlt peychological law, or it may be the prank of some adverse
spirit.

Bixthly, the supposed proof of Mrs, White's confederacy from
Holmes's letters to her. .

These letters were written from Blissfield, Mich., during August
and Beptember, 1874, As they bear on their face the strongest

internal evidence of having been written in the strictest confi-

dence and for no other eye than that of the person to whom they
were addreased, they may be properly assumed to express the real
purposes and feelings of the writer, |

_ I'begin with those supposed to prove the Holmeses' intention to
have Mrs, White personate Katie King at Blissfield,

In the first place, it i8 obvious, from their directing all their
furniture and effects to be %ped to Blissfield, that early in
August the Holmeses had decided to make their home there, or at
least to stay there a considerable length of time. It is equally
obvious that they needed some one to do the work of their house-
hold, if Mrs, Holmes was to be kept in any tolerable condition
for their sittings. Now the Holmeses’ statement is that they

had always found great difficulty in obtaining domestic help, very

few persons being willing to live in a house frequented by spirits.
They had gone to board with Mrs. White, in order that Mrs,
Holmes might be relieved from the exhausting cares of a house-
hold, They did not harmonise with each other, but with them it
was ‘ Hobson's choice,”” and when they decided to locate at
Blissfield they were glad to arrange for her journey to them there.
Add to this (as I learned from a source independent of the
Holmeses) that Mrs, White herself is a decided medium, and that
the Holmeses believed that Katie King always “ drew from her"
‘more or Jess. ' ' : o

The two “cut boards” mentioned in Holmeses’ letter of
Aug. 8th, were the same that had been made and used for the
admission of Mrs, White into the cabinet when she stood for the
photographs, They intended, they say, to use them as seats in
the- cabinet in case they were called on, as they had been some-
times, to give seances a la Davenport Brothers. True, any state-
ments of the Holmeses must be allowed very little weight as
evidence ; but they are, at the least, as credible as any uncorrob-

~orated testimony to the contrary of the notorious Mrs, White.
; MOne assage in the same letter is apparently inconsistent with
I8,

ite's being wanted only as a housekeeper : :
. %“We will arrange for you to board in the house as a stranger,

~and everything depends on your acting your part well. Itisa
~ -country fown, and everybody talks and tells all they see and

hear,” = -
‘But it would be difficult to believe that this passage refers to
any personation by Mrs. White of Katie King, For, could there

- have been a surer way of causing her instant detection than by

taking her to a country town where “ everybody talks and tells

~all they see and hear,” arranging for her board, and then show-
- ing her nightly at the sittings as Katie King, to the very inmates,
- probably, of the house where she boarded ?

Another suspicious passage is found in Holmese's letter of
Aug. 28th : , ‘ ,
“We will send you a. ticket to Chicago, and if we can
‘harmonize, will do better than we did in Philadelphia, and will
try and avoid such foolishness hereafter. I have no doubt you

did the best you knew how. I did not mean to find fault with

you.” S
. This has been construed as alluding to some criticisms of the

Holmeses on Mrs, White's peformance of Katie King, But

considering the universal delight and admiration excited by
Katie's appearance and actions, it is scarcely credible that they

weould have quarrelied with her on that head. If they did, they -

must be hard indeed to please. It is more reasonable to suppose

that the fanlts alluded to related to some household matters.

. But another passage in the same letter has been said to “clinch

the nail” : ' S
~4#You will like Chicago, and we will arrange it so that you can

~ go out and come in when you please, and enjoy yourself.”

- This is supposed to imply that, to prevent detection while in
‘Philadelphia, she had not been allowed to go out freely.- But

- surely, this same freedom to go out when she pleased would have

been as dangerous in Chicago as it was in Philadelphia, I think
therefore that this passage is anything but decisive of an

~intention to make her enact Katie King.

" As to the alleged finding of Mrs, White on Sept. 16th near the

be. called evidence of the fact. In her * Autobiography” she

. makes no mention of it at all, and the statement in the Chicago
_newspaper merely shows that a young woman was caught there
* in man's clothes; and for aught that appears, her identity with

Mrs. White was a mere guess or invention of the anonymous

- reporter. o
BRI %‘ohe only passage in these letters that seems to point unmis.
7 takeably to an intended personation of Katie King is the follow-
. ing in Holmes's letter of Aug, 14th: - o S
© . “I will do 88 I said, and pay 5 dols, for each and every seance,
~and if we don’t take in that amount will make it up,” B
. And in his letter of Aug. 18th he repeats : SR |
e 011?‘3, more I'll repeat it, ‘we will pay you 5 dols. for each

- Determined to neglect no possible, source of inf(')rxiiation@ I

. questioned Mr. and Mrs. Holmes on thig point, Mr. Holmes
~ . assured me he had no ,‘recollection*of writing- -Vanythin‘g of the

!

. Holmeges' premises at Blissfield, there appears nothing that can

?

- about something
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‘sort; thet such an offer would have been preposte;rous,'and that

these words must have been an interpolation, My, Holmes also
gaid that such an offer would have been preposterous, that it
would have left little or nothing for themeelves, and that it must
have been intended as & joke,

To understand the true meaning of & writing it should be read
in the light of the surrounding circumstances. Now one of the
facts in the case is that early in the spring the Holmeses made a
contract with Dr, Child, under which Dr. C, was to pay them at
the rate of 10 dols, for each sitting of his own circle, he to receive
all the admigsion fees, and to admit at these sittings any number
of persons he chose. Mrs, White states she was to have 2 dols.
for each sitting; that is, if her story be true, the Holmeses, who
in their arrangement with Dr. Child had put an average value on

‘their sitting of 10dols,, were willing to allow her one-fifth of this

amount for her personation of Katie King. And this, everything
considered, seems to approximate very nearly to what the
Holmeses might have reasonably afforded ; for Katie King con-
stituted but a sma!l part, though the most attractive part, of
their show, Now it is hardly credible that at a small country
place like Blissfield the Holmeses could have expected larger
receipts than in Philadelphia; and if they did not, would they
have seriously offered Mrs, White to guarantee to her 5dols. a
sitting? o :

But whatever may he the true explanation of this supposed
offer, there is another circumstance militating strongly against
the theory that the purpose for which Mrs, White wasto goto
Blissfield was to personate Katie King ; and that is that, though -
Mrs. White never left Philadelphia, as she says herself, till the
9th of September, Katie King appeared at Blissfield on the
21st of August, and continued to appear there till some time in
September, Aug. 26th, Holmes writes to Dr, Child, “The
21st, six or seven present, Katie King came out and showed
herself splendid,” &c. These appearances of Katie's are men-
tioned in the newspapers published there, or in the neighborhood
during August and September. Now, if this was a genuine
Katie, there was no further need of a Logus one, and the Holmeses
would have posponed, at least, incurring the expense of bringing
Mrs. White to Blissfield. But instead of this, Mr, and Mrs,
Holmes are as urgent for her to come as ever, Aug. 24th, Mrs,
Holmes writes : “ Nelson says he will send you fifty dollars next
week. Then you had better come as soon as you get this,” And
on the 28th Holmes writes, “I will send you a ticket from
Philadelphia to Chicago, and as soon thereafter as possible I will .
redeem your pledges from the pawnbrokers.” e

It may be said that the Katie who had appeared at Blissfield
was also a bogus one they had picked up there, . But why install
anew Katie while they were eXpecting the arrival of their former
one atno little exiense to themselves?! And is it credible that,
in the meantime, they would have risked the detection of the

fraud by the sudden substitution of a different person when Mrs,

White should arrive? ‘

A phrase in Holmes'’s letter to Mrs, Whife, after the ¢ éxpdée o

ure” remonstrating with her upon her conduct, is also supposed =

to point to her personation of Katie King : “You possessed that
which would have been a source of income to you as long as you
lived.” The sentence preceeding this is, “ You were not obliged
to stay with any particular party, or in any one place.,” This
can refer only to her gift of healing mediumship (for she had
practiced as a healing medium); for what can be more absurd
than for Holmes to seriously assure Mrs. White that she could
continue to go about the country, independently of everybody,
personating Katie King “ to the end of her days™! .
It is certainly very singular, if the Katie King of the Holmeses’
seances, was really Mrs. White, that in all the many confidential
letters written to her by Holmes during their absence from
Philadelphia, beyond these few ambiguous expressions, not the
slightest allusion can be found in any of them to her confederacy.
On Aug. 18th, as we shall see further on, Mrs, White wrote to
Holmes about the absurd stories afloat of her being Katie King,
Dr. Child, it appears, had written him to the same effect.
Holmes thus writes to her, Aug. 24th (and it must be remembered -

that he was not then writing for efiect, but in the most familiar - - |

and unreserved confidence, speaking, as it were, his most private
thoughts) : ‘ = ~ ) :

“Dr, Child wrote me about taking the cabinet down ; also
about the absurd stories floating about Philadelphia, I wrote

‘back by return mail for him to keep our things there, provided

they had not been shipped, and that we would return to do battle
with the d——-d fools once more,” = _ o
‘If these “absurd stories” had been the simple trauth, wou
Holmes have thus written about them to his confederate? .~
~ The following letter from Holmes to Dr. Child of Sept.
4th shows that Katie was then appearing in Mrs. White's,

~absence. Does it not also tend to indicate his sincere behef inu'_ -

her as a spirit ? -

| “Katie King comes to us better than ever, but seems troudled - -~
that we can’t find out, What does she tell you? - -
Who are those fellows who are giving bogus seances, and pre- = =
tending Katie King and John King come to them. Anybody we

know 1™ |

The Philadelphia Press of Jan, 1 lth stated on the uuthdrit’y of
Mrs. White that in the sitting at which a *certain wealthy

. R}xrysician" saw figures representing Jesus and Mary, it was

. Holmes who nated Christ, she herself being the

Madonna, To test the truth of this statement I called upon the

physician alluded to, and was informed by him that during the
whole sitting, at which these figures appeared, Mr. Holmes as

well Mrs. Holmes, sat by his side, in company with alady who |
was the only other spectator present. o T




A letter from Dr, Child in the Graphio of Nov, 16th, etates that

Katie King's o oes had begun again at the Holmeses' new
al:m'tem 0, 825 North Tenth street, on the 20th of October, and

at she had shown herself there at *almost every seance since,”
Mrs. White informs us that the hiding-place from which she
emerged to enter the cabinet at these sittings consisted of the
corner window, boarded up on the inside, and from which the
sashes had been taken out, leaving standing rcom for ber behind
the boards, one or two of which she removed when the time came
for her to appear, But Mr. E., a very intelligent and reliable
gentlem#én who attended these sittings, assured me that this was
not true; that he once personally examined the condition of the
window by knocking out some of the boards ; that he found all
the boards to be firmly secured, the blinds fastened in, and the

- sashes undisturbed ; and that there was no room for any human

being to stand behind those boards, I
A letter just received from Mr, Owen states that there is now

~ ‘proof that the mechanic who made the cabinet, at 50 North Ninth

street, sold Holmes.& walnut plank of the same length as those
used for the cabinet, but out in two at Holmes’s request. This
mechanic is Jobn B. Trainer, 528 Filbert-street, who publicly cer-
tified under his signature, on the 6th of July (Banner of Light,
Jan, 9th, 1875) that there was nothing about it adapted for any
purpose of fraud or trick, Now either Mr, Trainer certified to a
falsehood, or else the cut boards were furnished to Holmes after
July 6, thus corroborating Holmes'’s statement that the cut boards

~ were not made till they were needed to admit Mrs. White into

the cabinet, on the 20th of July, to stand for the pictures.

- I'have now reviewed the evidence adduced to prove that the

Katie King seen at the Holmeses was Mrs, White, and it seems
- to me entirely insufficient for the purpose, I will proceed to

notice certain circumstantial evidence, tending more or less
directly to show that her story is false,
1. By the experiments, already detailed, made in January, 1875,

 the fact is demonstrated that certain spirits, known as John King

and Katie King, do materialize themselves through the Holmeses.
They being, then, under no necessity of resorting to fraudulent
personations, it is highly improbable they would have incurred

- - the great risks attending the employment of a living confederate.

To make money by the sale of pictures of Katie King, Mrs, White’s
personation sas necessary, it being found that the real Katie
could not materialize sufficiently for that purpose; but for the
Katie of the cabinet they had no need of a living confederate.

2, The following passages from the private correspondence of
Mr, Holmes and Mrs, White take us somewhat behind the scenes :

July 31st.—Holmes to Mrs. W, :—* Keep a sharp lookout while
you stay in 50. Dr. Child has the dead lateh-key. I could not

‘refuse him, 8o he will be running in on you unawares, and per-

haps bring company with him,” L
Aug. 8th~—~Holmes to Mrs, W.:—*“Dr, Child tells us in his

letter that he and some friends have had three or four sittings.”

- Awg. 14th.—Holmes to Dy, Child :—Mrs, White writes me that
- parties are constantly calling and annoying her about us ; offer-
- ing her large sums to tell what she knows of the Holmeses, Omne

party offered a thousand dollars if she would expose us, if she

- .could. This is why we want another house, and think it best for
~ none to be in the same house with us, I don’t see why we should
‘be 80 annoyed,”

Aug. 18th.—Mrs. White to the Holmeses, dated Philadelphia,

* 50 North Ninth Street :~Dr, Child comes here with Dr. Paxson,

Mr. Leslie, Mrs. Buckwater and Mrs, Child, and hold seances, and

" go on just ag if they owned the house.”

“ The man that called the other day called again yesterday.

~ Hig name is Leslie, Leslie said ¢ you look like Katie King. People

say-you are Katie King. If you will confess we’ll stand by you,
and pay you the money (one thousand dollars), in advance, We

- want to stop all this Spiritualism that’s going all over the country,
-and we will put the Holmeses down if you will only tell me and.
_friends all you know about it. I told him I did'nt know anything
“about your affairs ; that if you were not genuine mediums there
-~ wasnone, Idid notsee how it could bea humbug. He repeated
. what he said before. Soon after Roberts, of 1210 Market street,
- came in. He talked a long time, but acted very strange. I told

- him as I did Leslie. What does all this mean? I wish you would
.come here to this city, How funny that anybody should think

that I am the spirit | How absurd ! But all this causes me great

trouble, and I don’t like it, - Your friend

e (“Frank Stevens” erased)
A - o . ErizA WHITE.”

- Aug. 25th.—Holmes to Dr. Child :—* Mrs, White says you and

the friends were very rude ; wanted to look into all our boxes and

© trunks, and ‘break open locks.  What were you looking for or ex-

pect to ind 2" . ROREY S
Aug, 27.—Holmes to Mrs. W, :—Speaks of * Dr. Child’s coming

- and pestering her about cheats, &e.” A - :
- From these facts, it is a legitimate inference that Mrs. White
. was not Katie King—first, because if she was, the Holmeses
- would not have given the freedom of the house (with the
" opportunity of seeing her whenever they pleased) to the very

persons who, being most familiar with Katie King’s features,

‘would be the most likely to detect the fraud ; secondly, because
.if Mrs, White was Katie King, it is not credible that these

persons should have failed to discover the fact. There is only

‘one other alternative, and that cannot be entertained for a

Eonflrént:i that these persons, Dr, Child especially, were privy to
e fraund. o -
8. Some of the explanations of the manner in which certain of

~ the phenomens witnessed by Mr. Owen and others were produced

are manifestly false, while others she omits to explain at all.

Pagsing over what I myself saw in May, and what friends of |

mine saw on the 5th of June, I will refer only to some of the
phenomena witnessed by Mr., Owen (Atlantic Monthly for
Janunary, 1875,) ,

Mre, White asserts that her vanishing and reappearance on
July 9th were effected simply by the use of & black shawl. But

this does not explain how the lily held in her hand remained in

view till her whole person had disappeared, nor how it was the-
first object seen again on her reappearance,

- The same may be said as to. the bouquet she held when vanish-
ing and reappearing the next day.

She omits to explain how, on July 14th, she first appeared as a.
~dwarfish or condensed Katie, not over eighteen inches high, and

by gradual elongation resumed her usual appearance,

Neither does she explain how, on July 16th, she gradually emer--
ged from the cabinet floor, the head being first visible, then the
ghoulders, and lastly, the body. :

“T am still unable,” writes Robert Dale Owen to me in a letter
just received, *to explain the appearances to which you refer.”

Another suspicious omission is that of never alluding to the

henomena witnessed at any other circle than that of Dr. Child ;
just as if the writer of the ingenious story signed by Mrs, White-
had simply taken Mrs, Owen’s article in the Atlantic Monthly,
and invented plausible explanations of the phenomena so far as
his ingenunity enabled him to go. Yet at other circles phenomena:
were witnessed quite as marvellous as those seen by Mr. Owen..
Dr. Fellger, for instance, whose circle held forty sittings, informs
me that Katie vanished and reappeaved for them ten different.
times, three of them in one evening; and not in the cabinet, but
outside of it, through the floor, ‘
4, On the 21th of June Katie gave Mr. Owen a lock of her hair,

and other locks at other times last summer to Dr. Fellger and to-

Mrs, Stoddard. Now, on the 23rd of January, 1875, at the Holm-
eses’ cabinet, I myself saw the spirit calling herself Katie King'

cut a lock from ber hair with my penknife, The hair, which she

gave me, has been compared with that given by Katie King last

summer, and all the specimens have been pronounced by hair-

artists to have come from the same head ; and this opinion has.
been confirmed by a microscopical examinination of Mr, Owen'’s
lock and of my own under a power of seventy-five diameters.
Then as the lock given me on Jan, 23rd certainly did not come

offt Mrs, White's wig, it is equally certain that the Katie King
who gave those locks last summer was not Mrs, White, True, I.

ascertained that she went to buy an auburn wig last summer, but-
I learned at the store where she bought it that a wig of no such
hair as had been given me had been sold there ; that a short curl

wig of such hair would cost from 25 dols, to 30 dols,; that it was.

doubtful if that exact shade could be obtained, it being extremely
rare; and that if an auburn wig was bought there last summer,
it must have been a cheap, theatrical one. o _

5. Mr. Y. states that he was a lodger of Mrs, White’s at &0
North Ninth street from April to September, 1874, with occasional
absences, the longest of which was from two to three weeks ; that.
he usually took his meals there, and saw her constantly ; that

during that time he never knew of her personating Katie King in-
the cabinet, and that as he had been intimate with her for ten

years, he would have known it if she had done so; that he is not
a Spiritualist, though be has no theory to account for the pheno-
mena. but that he never had any cause to believe or to suspect-
that the Holmeses produced them by fraud or jugglery. =~

‘6. The first attempt to take a picture of Katie King was in the-
afternoon of July 20th, when two photographers, Messrs, Hurn
and Rehd, attended with their apparatus, They waited, Mr, Hurn
informs me, about an hour and a half ; but Katie not appearing,.
they returned home. :

Is it probable that if Katie King had been nobody but Mrs,
White, who was with them in the house, that the photographers.
would have been made to wait an hour and a half in vain? )

7. One other circumstance : Mrs, White's alleged confession to-
Mr, Leslie was made Dec. 3rd, She was not then living with the
Holmeses, but at some boarding house. She brought down and.
showed him not only some of the trinkets given to Katie, but

algo the white robes and headdress worn by her as Katie King,

All these Mr, Leslie took away with him to show to Dr, Child and.
Mr. Owen, and returned them to her the next day. :

‘Now Katie King was then appearing nightly at the Holmeses.
She had appeared the night before, and she appeared again. that

very night, Mrs, White must have improvised garmenls for the -

gitting that evening to replace those carried away by Mr, Leslie,
The important question is, Is it not highly improbable that the
Katie King paraphernalia in which she was appearing every even-
ing at the Holmeses’ should be kept by her at her boarding house
instead of at the Holmeses’? Why incur without necessity the
additional risk of detection from being seen carrying a bundle:
these before every sitting, and returning home with one after the
sitting was over?. ; ‘ « L

- Lastly, there is some positive evidence directly disproving Mrs.
White's personation of Katie King, , ' |

1, They are entirely unlike in face and in feature. 1 sp‘eak now '

of Katie as I saw herin May, not knowing to what extent she may
have varied in appearance during the summer and in November ;.

and the tintype of Mrs, White taken two months ago, and just ~
“obtained by Col. Olcott, is as unlike her in every particular as it
is possible to conceive. That Katie bad grey eyes, a little blue in -
the middle ; Mrs. White’s eyes are said to be hazel. That Katie's

teeth, as all acknowledge who saw them, were white, regular and
beauntiful ; Mrs. White's are irregular, decayed and discolored,

That Katie had a small mouth; Mrs, White’s mouth is large. :

Mrs, White has a long nose; Katie’s ended rather abruptly.

Katie's face was rather short and round, and of a graceful con~

tour ; Mrs. White's is the reverse of all this, ,

2. Judge Hosca Allen, now a magistrate in Vineland, NJ.;~fof- e

R o




~ her last June at

o

merly superintendent for fifteen years of the Methodist Sund:g
school ut'%s‘ Mase., stated to me that he is well acquainted wi
Mre, White, having known her as a pupil in his Sunday school
from six or seven goesw of age till ghe was married ; that he met
North Ninth street, where he staid two days,
and renewed hig acquaintance with her ; that her room was next
1o his in the third story, and directly over the parlour where the
sittings were held ; that in the evening of the 6th of June, when
he went down to attend the sitting, he left her singing at her
work ; that he heard her continue her singing at intervals during
the sitting, and while Katie King was showing herself in the
cabinet, the parlor window being left open on account of the heat;
that some-of the spectators complained of the disturbance 1t
caused ; that Mrs, White bore not the slightest resemblance to the
spirit Katie as he saw her then and afterwards in November, these
being the only times he ever saw her at all, A
Mr, Y, (before mentioned) stated that he never attended but
one sitting, which was a week or two after Katie firat appeared.
The cabinet then consisted of only two doors brought together,
with a circular cut in one of them for a window ; that on coming
-down stairs that evening he left Mrs, White sewing a piece of car-
‘pet in her room, and that, on the sitting being ended, he went up
and found her still engaged in the same occupation, ‘ ‘
4, Moreover, that he remembers the evening when Mr, Dreer
and his friends had their test sitting, on which occasion, Mra,
White is stated to have personated Xatie King, and to have ‘been

- secreted under & mattrass in the bed-room ; that during the whole

of that evening he was with Mrs, White at a place of theatrical
amusement, and that they did not return home till the sitting was
entirely over. ' ,

5. Dr, Adolph Feliger and William H, Wescott have both made
aflidavit that they were present at the Holmeses’ on the evening

~of Dec. bth, while the “ mock seance ” was taking place with Mrs.

White at Dr. Paxsoa’s; that some fifteen persons were present ;
that at that very sitting Katie came out of the cabinet three times,
and was recognized by all present ; Mr, Westcott testifying that
it was the same Katie he had been seeing the last two months ;

-and Dr. Fellger stating that he had seen her in all about eighty

times ; that it was impossible to mistake her, though she had

- varied more or less in her appearance from time to time, scarcely

ever appearing precisely the same two evenings in succession ;
and that he knew her by her voice, manner, expressions and topics.
The general results may be summed up briefly as follows :

* The question as to Mrs. White’s personation of Katie King must

. - be considered under several points of view ; that is, with respect

to the Katie of last May, the Katie of last summer, the Katie at
Blissfield, the Katie of lagt November and December, and the
Katie of the photographs; and o | :
First; The Katie of the photographs, as admitted by the
Holmeses, was Mrs. White. , j -
_Secondly, The Katie of last May was not Mrs, White. This is

“ghown not only by positive and by circumstantial evidence, but

by Mrs, White's own statement, from which it appears that she
could not have begun her personations before the middle of June,

~ Thirdly, the Katie at Blissfield was not Mrs. White, because
- Katie's appearances there began Aug, 2lst, and continued till
~ some time in September, and Mrs. White, as she herself states, was

- in Philadelphisa, till Sept. 9th. R -

_ Fourthly, That Mrs, White was not the Katie of last summer,
there is strong negative proof in the fact that her explanations of

-some of the mysterious phenomena are, on their very face, false

‘and insufficient ; that there occurred many others which she does

* not uudertake to explain at all; that, as a genuine Katie was
- constantly manifesting herself, there was no necessity and no
‘motive for substituting a bogus one, But, besides this, there is

tae following positive evidence ; first, that Mrs. White was in her

- room the whole evening of the 6th of June, and at the very time

that Katie was seen in the cabinet; secondly, that during the
whole evening of the test sitting for Mr. Dreer and his friends,
when Mrs, White asserts she was hidden under a mattress while
the bed-room was being searched, she was at the theatre, and did
not return home till the sitting was over ; and finally, the curious
fact that the Katie King I saw at the Holmeses’ on the 23rd of
January, 18756 (and who assuredly was not Mrs. White) cut off
for me a lock of her hair, which hair, of a very rare shade of gol-
den auburn, was found, on comparison, to be identical with the
hair given by the Katie of last summer to Robert Dale Owen and
other persons, and so pronounced by several hair artists, and by
Jehn, the eminent microscopist, who compared it with the lock

- given to Mr, Owen under a power of seventy-five diameters,

" Fifthly, The Katie of November and December was not Mrs.

' White, because (apart from the circumstantial evidence) it is
proved by the affidavits of persons present at the Holmeses’ sitting
_on-the evening of Dec. 5th, the same Katie King they had been

seeing during November and in the first days in December

_‘ . appeared in the cabinet and came out from it in full form, as
- usual, at the very time that Mrs, White was engaged in her “mock

.- seance” to prove herself Katie King at Dr, Paxson's. @~ - =
... It is impossible, of course, to know what evidence may be here-
- after discovered ; but on the whole, as the evidence now stands,
-~ .. my-conclusion is, not only that the Katie King of the Holmeses’
" _cabinet was not Mrs, White, but that she was and is a disem-
- bodied spirit. : ,
~ As to whether the credit and the guilt of concocting the ingeni--
.- ous story called “ The Autobiography of Katie King” belongs to
- Mrs. White alone, or must be shared with her by other persons, I

- think we have not yet data enough to decide, '

* Banner of Light, Feb,13th, - -
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DEATH OF MR. SAMUEL GUPPY.

Srm———

‘TmE above gentleman, whose name has been intimatel
‘associated with English Spiritualism for some years past,

parted with his mortal tenement at Cork, Ireland, on
the 18th January. During his early investigations of
the phenomena, Mr. G. was inclined to attribute the
manifestations to some chemical law, and wrote & vol.-
ume, entitled “ Mary Jane,” in support of thie view.
After this, however, he married & gﬁas Nicholls, who
was, and is, a powerful medium. The transportation of
Mrs, Guppy from her villa at Highbury, to Mr Herne's
seance, brought her into considerable notoriety. Mr.

‘Guppy was a gentleman of independent means, and very

liberal in his efforts to assist investigators, circles for
this purpose being held in his house very frequently.
Though in his eighty-fourth year, Mr. Guppy was up to
within & short time of his death the possessor of good
health and a clear intellect. He has left two children,
the youngest being only two years old.

Since his departure from the body Mr. Guppy has
appeared at several seances in London, and been recog-

SPIRITUALISM ON ITS TRIAL.

TuesE are the days of Materialism and materialistic
Christianity. Even those who profess to believe in a
future state of existence cannot realise it, unless coupled
with the material body, which in some mysterious man-
ner is to be gathered out from the dust of ages, and

incapacity to rise above this gross conception of the

of the original Christian documents, as from the spider-
spinning of the early and later writers upon the subject
—not a little enhanced by the teeming materialistic
teachings of the modern pulpit. S

How beautiful it is under the circumstances to learn
that for many years the effort has been made by myriads

gone up higher—to elevate mankind out of this abject
slavery to the senses, and to give them such views of

warrants them in entertaining. Many of those who
have this work in hand on the “other side” were in the
earth-life Materialists, with no belief in, or at any rate

seem to be foremost in this great agitation, as though

habit of inquiry. | | T
Of course many of the communications of these spirits
will be liable to revision in the time to come, from the
very fact that they are now to a great extent
influenced by appearances, as they were formerly ; and
appearances are not always reliable when general prin-
ciples are concerned. The earth turning on its axis

is the only upbolder of this astronomy now. And so
we shall probably come in time to see more clearly into
the causes of things than we now see, or than spirits

then that which is incomplete shall be set aside.”
 But the great work of the present spiritual manifes-

of the demizens there to make themselves understood b

them on to render more certain and unambiguous the

its quondam disciples. And God’s truth would be no

'FraNCIS J. LIPPITT, |

f

nised by many of his friends. | [

re-united to its former spirit-tenant. The general

resurrection does not so much result from the teachings

of spirits-—men and women who have left this earth and |

that future life as the experience of their angel guides - |

S ———— o —— ot . e s m e o oa

no defined views of a future state of existence. These -

they were in a freer condition of mind, from their general

produces the appearance that the heavenly bodies which -
shine about us are all its satellites, making their journey
around us every twenty-four hours ; but the barbarian

can tell us; and “ when that which is perfect is come,

tations seems to be, to demonstrate to an incredulous
and unwilling world the racr of that existence beyond
the grave, the nature of its subsistence, and the power

those still on “ this bank and shoal of time.” To this S
end they labour incessantly. They do not seriously re-
gard failures, so-called, for these seem onmly to spur ~

fact of their presence and power. There are some on
this side who are weak in the knees, and like the doubt- =~~~
ing disciples of Jesus, are inclined to go back, and walk .~

no more with us. But who are the losers thereby ? Is.

it not they ? Truth is never loser by the defection of

less veritable if no soul on earth believed it, A gem is -
no less a gem before than after it has been found by
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~ man, And though the glorious truth of which we are

writing is yet enveloped in clouds that obscure from the
great mass of mankind, we may be certain that it is only
obscure on account of our obtuseness, and that the
workers on this side, i conjunction with those on the

other, will yet give all men sssurance of the Lire To
CosE.

MR. BRIGHT'S LECTURES.

Ix our last issue we announced the successful inaugura-
tion of the course of free-thought lectures, given by Mr.
Charles Bright, under the auspices of the Victorian
Association of Progressive Spiritualists. The interest
shown in these lectures is an indication of the very
veneral desire for more liberal ideas on religious sub-
jects than are to be met with in the churches. The con-
gregation which assembles at the Temperance Hall
every Sunday evening is by far the largest in Melbourne,
the hall (which is seated for eleven hundred people)
being full, and on the last two occasions many have been
unable to gain admittance. We annex a brief outline
of the last three lectures, which were listened to with
great attention, occasionally interrupted by applause.

. 'We have had many enquiries in reference to the pub-

lication of the lectures, and understanding from Mr.
Bright that he is willing to publish them in one volume
at the conclusion of the series, should sufficient induce-
ment offer, we shall be happy to receive communications
from those favourable to that object.

On the first Sunday evening of the past month Mr.
Bright lectured on “Idol Worship.” He said that
Christians prided themselves that their religion was
quite a dissimilar thing to the religions of the ancient

~world, or of the Indians and Chinese in the present day,

and yet modern research had shown that there was no
real difference. None but the most savage tribes of
fetish worshippers adore an image as such, but merel
on account of the idea which it called up. Christians
in like manner worshipped an image, not painted or
graven, but formed of words and contained in a so-called
sacred book. Nowhere could be discovered perfect

‘worshippers or perfect truth. Everywhere was presented

the same sight—mankird broken up into diverse fami-

lies, vainly attempting to grasp and fix the rays of light
- which all emanated from the one source of light—sur-
rounding their rays with broken images, distorted

reflections and human fabrications, and terming them
systems of eternal and infallible truth. All was idol
worship—the deification of an ¢ dolon or image, but all

- tended more or less directly towards the infinite truth.
It appeared to the mind of the lecturer blasphemy to
assert that the All-Father had selected one handful of
~ his children for special grace and left the rest in eternal
. darkness. The idol most vehemently worshipped at the
- present day, however, was public opinion—Mrs. Grundy.
An extract from a book entitled “Erewhon” was read,
- in which this phase of the subject was most amusingly
.~ handled, and the lecturer concluded with a telling des-
f’crigtion of true as opposed to formal worship.
. The second lecture, delivered on the 11th April, was
- on “Freedom of Thought.” It opened with this quota-

. “Tisabase
. Abandonment of reason to resign
~Ourright of thought.”

with men who dared to- think freely, and suffered for

. their daring; but religions, hardened intosystems, always

persecuted and sought to crush intellect. The doings
of the Roman and the Reformed Churches were traced,
and both were inimical to Free-thought. ~The Reform.

r

to rid itself of
that old Man of the Sea—the Holy See—which had
bestrode it so long. The lecturer closed with the fol.
lowing words :—* Only now in the long history of our
race i8 it becoming possible for men to range themselves
before the world under no other banner than that of
‘ Free Thought." Even yet to some minds this is almost
inexplicable. They ask you for a name—Moses—
Christ—Mahomet— Calvin—Wesley—Comte—even Joe
Smith !—you shall be welcome, and men shall under-
stand you. But a Free-thinker—nothing more! a stud-
ent in the great temple of God with no fixed opinions

ation had, however; helped hummity

‘on heaven and hell—no convictions touching eternal

sulphur and the great white throne !—that is indeed a
ghenomenon over which some good persons cannot yet
e happy. But, I repeat, it is becoming possible. The

reformation pointed the way to it, and the road has been
laid down by the great minds of the past hundred years.
Voltaive, and Rousseau, and Paine, Hegel - and Paulus,
Richter and Kant, Fichte and Strauss, Goethe and Car-
lyle, Emerson and Parker, Newman, Greg, Mill, Draper,
and a host of others! Captains in the noble army
fighting its way over the transition period, from the Age
of Creeds to the Age of Deeds. Listen to one full-toned
voice—that of Tennyson :—

t Have patience,” I replied, ¢ ourselves are full

Of social wrong ; and maybe wildest dreams

Are but the needful preludes of the truth :

" For me the genial day, the happy crowd,

The sport, half science, fill me with a faith,

This fine old world of ours is but a child

Yet in the go-cart, Patience! give it time
To learn its limbs ; there is a hand that guides.™

 The subject of the following week’s lecture "wa,s‘.

“ Inspiration.” The opinions current regarding it, Mr. - o

Bright said, were threefold—first the orthodox view,
that it has been exhausted over certain sacred writings ;.
next the spiritual view, that inspiration is universal and

natural, and only limited by the capacity of the human
¥y | brain to receive; and third, the materialistic view, that
there is no such thing, but that ideas originate within

the human organism which gives expression to them.
In dealing with orthodoxy Mr. Bright confined his atten-
tion to the writinge held sacred in Christendom, and
showed what extraordinary notions of Divine Providence

-we must entertain if we believed the whole of the Bible .
to be written by this direct inspiration. Among other
passages quoted was the following from Judges, c. 1.,

v. 19:—“ And the Lord was with Judah; and he drove
out the inhabitants of the mountain; but could not
drive out the inhabitants of the valley, because they had

chariots of iron.”” The fact of the Lord being with
Judah was useless, therefore, against a real difliculty.
Leaving these debasing ideas of the Creator, the lecturer

quoted a portion of Derzhavin’s poem to Grod, in proof of

the superiority of later inspiration, and claimed that
this, like every other operation in nature, was under the -
dowain of law. The higher spheres were filled with life,
and through its action was inspiration even in the com-
monest things shed upon humanity. If the Materialist
asked for proof of this, it could only be evidenced like
other natural works by its manifestations. At the same
time all inspiration required to be arraigned before the
bar of reason, which was also God’s gift, and not to be

{ ignored any more than it was to be worshipped. Reason
- | wasin fact the result of past inspiration, and while the

| past was to be no authority to free souls in the present,

o , - . |1t was not the part of wisdom to disregard its teaching. -

~and went on to contend that, while few. consciously | o |

- abandoned their right of thought, yet fewer thought |

~freely. It was a common fashion to rail at sceptics and |

~ "ncepticism ; but all advance must originate with them. |

© "~ An admirable passage from Buckle’s History of Civiliza- |

~ tion was read in support of this dictum, and it was

~ shown that while the inspiring mind of the universe was

.- evidently.always inciting men to think freely, the ortho-:

~ dox God was perpetually set up as a figure of wrath in

- the path of the ¥ree-thinker. All religions emanated

MONEY MARRIAGES.

Vve——

" 'Whose sordid heart iscold,
- Or girl who prostitutes herself =~
~ Upon the streets for gold ? |

. T a letter to & gentleman residing in Melbourne, Mr.

A. R. Wallace says in reference to his forthcoming

book—* If you or a.ng. of your friends want to knowmy |
d]

real views on the subject of Spiritualism, I would beg -
them to obtain that volume, and consider carefully the
facts and arguments there adduced before coming to-

any conclusion in the matter,” -

 Wro's best—the man who weds for wealth, . . {
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MB TYERMAN A.'E EYDN EY

AR

THE accounts received of M, Tyermen & doings at
are very emcouraging, and indicate & lively

Sydney |
interest in Spiritualiem and Free Thought there. Mr.
Tyerman commenced the campaign at the new Temper-
ance Hall, the firet Sunday after his arrival in Sydney,
since which time he has been lecturing every Sunday
evening at the Victoria Theatre, which the proprietor
(Mr. ohn Bennett) liberally placed at his disposal,
Although a charge of 6d. and 1s. was made on the first
two nights, thcre were large attendances, but it was sub-
se% ently deemed advisable to make the admission free,
depend upon the collection, since which the theatre

has been crowded. The encouragement Mr. Tverman
has received bas induced him (at least for a time) to
abandon his intention of sroceedmg to America. Al
though so busily engaged in Sydney, Mr. Tyerman
has already recewed calls to lecture in other towns in
N S . Wales, and with such & wide field of usefulness
ning out before him it would be folly for him to leave

t e oountry Of course there is considerable consterna-
tion in the orthodox camp, but the tactics adopted on
this ‘occasion are somewhat different to the last. The
leading papers are in the hands or under the influence
of the clergy, and mindful of the adage, “ The agitation
of thought is the beginning of wisdom,” keep silent,

lest their flocks, feeling the agitation, should get too

wise in watters pertaining to religion. The Sydney
Bvening News is more liberal in its tendency, and glves
fa.n' reports of Mr Tyerman 8 lectures.

 MISS PHILLIPS AT THE TURN VERELN HALL

A D18COURSE on “The Uses of Spmtuahsm was given

through the above trance medium at the Turn Verein
Hall, Latrobe-street, on Sunday évening, April 25th.
- The "chair was takeu by Mr. W. J. Martell, of Sand-

hurst, who read a selection from Mr. Peebles’ “ Seers of |

‘the Ages.” Miss Phillips was then controlled, and
dehvered an address, which was listened to with interest
. g the large audience present. At the conclusion of
the address another control took possession of the

medium ; and, written questions being invited, several

were handed up, and the answers given with great

‘promptitude an clearnese, some of them being received |
with applause. It was announced by the controlling | ™
spirit that another address would be gwen a.t the same |

p ce in four Weeks time.

SPIRITUALIST '\FUNERAL.

oN Monday morning last a few Spmtuallsts and their friends |

met at different points to proceed to the Presbyterian Cemetery,
Haslem’s Creek, where arrangements had been made for the inter-
merét gi the body of the infant daughter of Mr, W, 8, Pacquette,
of Sy
States, o which we have sometimes heard, the following of friends
and concluding ceremony were marked by no ostentation of grief,
the conventional symbols of bereavement being rather reversed
than observed, as instead of a vestige of crape, &c., the par
: a;;l peared in ordmary if not holiday attire, light clothmg and
‘white gloves being conspicuous. A private vehicle conveyed those

more immediately concerned, together with the blue-coffined | W

<corpse of the little one, Arrived at the grave, Mr. Tyerman, whose
‘assistance had been invited, delivered a short address, smitable
both to the parents and sympathisers present, and also as briefly
explaining what Spiritualists consider the more cheerful certain-

ties of their faith compared with what they deem the prevailing |

This was followed by a well sung ; tate

ol For the best descrlptlons of 0 our labors at thus tlme a.nd place,ﬂ'l i

R 3 s fwe refer the reader to the papers, of the dey, a.nd, especrally to. the ?

Lo -»And a{ter an mvocatlon, the coffin, which had been, lowered a8, | |
- usual; became lost to sight by the throwing in of the modester

- - gifts of the garden, as sounded at the close, that beautzful verse
o ;of the Ettnek Shepherd—

characteristics of other views.
}hymn, commencing—

%A new and blessed era =
Has dawned upon ourrace. - -

« Blessed be Thy Name for ever, o
< Thou of life the guard and giver; :
, . Thou can'st guard Thy creatures sleepmg,

- .. Heal the heart long broke with weepmg,
..+ Thou of life the guard and giver,
- ‘:Blessed be Thy Name for ever.” SR
L"""ﬁ"‘*-C‘umbchand ﬁmes. RN S

‘wanted,

As on such occagions in Victoria and the United.

A N ABRATIVE

Or ruE Seieite of Sip Hrway Monean Axp His
DAvGHTER ANNIE, USUALLY KENOWN A8 JOHN
- a¥p Kamie Kive, ervex—sy H. T. Camp, u. D.
Oontinued from page 808.
TBE accounts given of our manifestations are in the main correct,
We had through the mediumship of the Koons family, acquired
the power of moving physic:1 objects, We were able to write
with considerable facility, and thus give directions as to what we
It is true that we asked smong other things for pistols
which we bave frequently charged ourselves and fired over the
heads of the audience, hitting given marks in pitch darkness, with
amazing precision, We did this, not for our own gratification, but
to show the people that we had this power. Mortals think it is very .
strange that we can see in that which is to them darkness, but our
vision is better under these circumstances, because the positive
influence of light interferes with it, We desire to repeat here a
statement written by us, that spirits in their communion with
earth, manifest through two primitive elements ; namely, first, an
electro-magnetic element of which the spiritual body is composed;.
next, physical aura, which emanates from the medium, or can be

collected from material substances, analogous, it 1s supposed, to L

the element of vitality. E
From the combination of these two, namely, the emanations of

the spirit and the medium, a third or composite is formed, which

is affected by the atmosphere and human emanations. From the
preponderance of the electro, magnetic or spiritual element, the

laws of cohesion and gravitation can be .overeome, and through '..' -
this the spirits are enabled to dissolve and . recompose substances

with great rapidity, heave up and carry meterlal bodies through

the air, and cause them to- ﬁoat or sink in proportlon to the strength"’ SRR

Tt is this element which enables some =

| spirits; highly charged wrth 1t to come m contact with matter, S :
“and thus to use penclls, pens, etc m wntmg, drawmg, and play' | G L

of the battery formed,

ing on musmal mstruments.

Twenty years addltlonal expenenee mll enable us to explam: o L
some thmgs more fully, but we. have no change to suggest in- this L
statement, - We knew it could not be comprehended by many, s,nd';‘ R
to day there afe but few who <¢an_ accept. this, We shall have e

many things to sa.y through you, in these papers

_There is another oommunlca.tlon pubhshed m Mrs Bntten’ ‘} R
work, “ Modern Amencan Spmtuahsm,” pa.fre 313 whroh you TR

maygwehere. S e

ohange the soul, which is the real man ; hence it behoves ‘man to .

~pur1fy and cleanse hls soul here on’ earth lest he should have fo
‘commence his p1 ogress, matead of eontmumg 1t hereafter. :
we teach that we have splrltual bodxes Wlthln our natural, or
: materxal forms That these carry the mmd vnthm them, '
‘death remain mta.ct, separating from the earthly body, though
ty | retaining its form, end adhermg to the spu'lt of whose tendenc1es ;_

: Also"r :

nd at‘

and d1sp081t10n it exhibits the actuality. Thls Spmtual bocly,

well as the interior. mmd are alike the - sub3ects of eternal pro- R
gressmn, yet at the moment of earthly dlssolutmn it exhlblts ‘all v
our vices and vxrtues, thnout palhatlon or. conoealment and 1s,’:, N
gross or ﬁne, ‘dense or subhmated brlght as mld-day sunheams or

dark as Erebus—m exact correspondenee w1th our rea.l moralﬂ

A ;compllahon in the volume above alluded to. y

- A gimiliar idea to that given to you by Katie i in her ﬁrst com-»v

- fmumca.tlon, was given at that time in these words, “ The magnensm BT

‘ .of the earthly medium shapes and limits the thought transmitted -

| through it, even, where, as in the case of direct spirit writing, no

| exercise of the human faculties is called into play. We declared that

o | the earthly aura that spirits use to inculcate their manifestations
| in material forms, was so thoroughly imbued with the individuality -

1 from whence it emanated, that every spiritual production received

“We teach that God 1s love, and has placed all men under the.j

: .;law of eterna.l progressron, by whmh every. hmg soul can beeomei o

| participant of hls divine: glory, and they will do 80, through con-
stant efforts to live a life of use, good and purity. - Also that death

"'whlch places the body in‘a condltlon to be dlssolved does not‘ S
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by mortals, would be inevitably shaped to the form of the organiem

and the tone of the medium’s mind." |
We continued with the Koons family and were .enabled to do

many things of which there is no record, We were gaining power

~ all the time in the various menifestations. It requires an im-
'mense amount of practice to enable us to accomplish the work

which we have done, 80 we repeated our manifestations over and

“over until we acquired the ability to do them with great success,

We shall refer to the manner in which all the various manifest-
tations are performed, after we have completed the history of our

1abors here, and with the Davenports, and some others, We shall

speak of these in our next chapter,
CHAPTER XVII, » ,

We shall now attempt to describe as best we can, in human
language, the different manifestations, and the mode by which
spints produce them. The raps, which were the earliest and are the
most common method of intelligent communication between the
two worlds, are produced by the action of the will of & positive
mind controlling certain elements which are obtained from the
vital force of certain peculiarly organized individuals, which for
want of a better term we will call the electro-magnetic fluid, it
being nearer like this than anything else, Clairvoyants, and some-
times those who are not so, can see the gradual formation of
small masses of light which explode and produce the sounds.
Spirite have the power when in rapport with suitable mediums,

- of accumulating these masses and causing them to explode at

given times so that they become the means of intelligent com.

‘munications, In some cases the will of the medium, or that of
* - another person present, if it be very positive, will so far influence
. the will of the spirit communicating as to give particular divection
- to the raps, and make the answer just what they may desire to

~ have. Great care should be taken in regard to this if you desire
 your communication to be from the spirits, and not from yourself.
The amount of this electro-magnetic fluid which an individual can
" give out, depends on the peculiar vital force generated by the in-

dividual medium.  This differs ver y much, some having a supply

: thé.tlsee‘ms‘ almost inexhaustible, others having only a limited
supply | ‘Some persons have this only on particular occasions ; it

" will be found that a majority of the human family, under extra- -
~ ordinary circumstances, furnish to spirits the means by which

they may give them warnings of danger, either by “the raps or
some other signal, - ‘ A ,

- In order to receive correct communications through the raps, or
 tirongh any mean, it s importantthat the stter us ‘well 8 the
. ‘medium shall be as passive as they possibly can. . Excitement of
any kind will more or less mar the communication.. There are |

. some rapping-mediums who  furnish spirits with the’ necessary

 material for producing sounds in such Conditions and. quantities

- that they are able to take it to distant places and prodnce. the
L sounds without the‘preséﬁc;é of amedmm Thereare twopomts to
_+ ‘bereached in the introduction of theraps : First, to obtain the.
- means of producing sounds, and Second, to control them so as to
" . produce intelligent communications, Both of these have been
~ successfully realized, and as the basis of our manifestations we
 rejoice in the continuance and spread of the raps..

‘The next form of manifestation was. the movement of pkymal

 Dodies. This power, like that which produces the raps, has long
. been practiced by spirits, but its orderly and ‘useful application,
- likethat of the raps is of recent date, and is one of the triumphs

of Modern Spiritualism, As in the former case, the spirits collect

:... - from vital force of certain mediumistic persons, a similar electro-
.. magnetic fluid with which they charge certain bodies, This fluid

- differs somewhat from that which is used in producing the raps;

© it also varies in character .according to the object to be moved.

..~ The most common objects are those which usually are
- . constructed of wood, articles of furniture, etc,, and there are more | =
.+ .- mediums who furnish a fluid adapted to move these than any
... other, Next to this is a fluid which enables us to lift or throw

gtones. Other mediums furnish the elements which enables us to

" move iron and other metallic substances, Having obtained the
" fluid necessary for the removal of any object, we charge it with a
- portion of this and then by an act of the will, similar to that

‘which produced the raps, we act upon another portion ard pro-

~duce such movements as will often convey intelligence. This

explanation extends over a very large:class of manifestations. The
movements of furniture and other objects are very common. Tying

. mediumistic persons is easily accomplished by similar means, but
- when we explain the fact that we can dissolve and reform objects,

o

securing the mediums, Throwing stones is common
to be well attested. - The movement of metallic objects is more
rare ; but there is & well-guthenticated case recorded in the Old
Testament whepe the prophet Elijah is said ¢ to have caused an axe
to swim.” In all these cases ng in that of the raps, there are two
objects to be attained,—First, to move the object, and 8econd, to

to prove immortality to the most materialistio minds, There are
other manifestations which occur so rarely as to requirg but a pass-
ing notice. The power which we have of obtaining & fluid from
certain individuals that will render them unsusceptible to the in-
fluence of fire,. We have been enabled on a few occasions to sude
ceed in doing this, There is another record in the Old Book, about
certain persons * who were cast into a burning fiery furnace, and
who came out without the smell of fire on their garments,.” The

- production of spirit lights is the result of certain changes in these

masses of electro-magnetic fiuid under the influence of the will of

other forms of light, and thus convey intelligence.

The phenomena of writing on some portion of the body of a
medium is very simple, It is usually done by throwing an ir-
ritating current of this fluid from the point of the finger on to the

nettle rash of raised letters, which remains generally but ashort
time, The object of these as tests and means of conveying in~
telligence, is 8o palpable as to need no comment,

' MATERIALIZATION, 2
We approach this subject with some hesitation, because it in-
volves many profound problems. We have called to our aid some

Davy, and your own townsman, Prof. Hare are among these,

is matter, and whence does it come? It has been declared that

ing through what is known to you as force, which is simply a mode
of motion, regulated by fixed laws, and as an effect matter only
has a temporary existence, Having a beginning it must have an
end. By the combination of different forces, and their rate of
motion, all the different forms of matter are produced. You will
comprehend this fact better, perhaps, if you reflect for a moment
that heat, which has been proved to be a mode of motion, disturbs.

the ordinary cohesive force of bodies, and will cause them to be- -

come a fluid or an invisible gas, which, so far as our senses are
concerned, takes away their materialistic character.

the results are unerring. The old alchemists had glimpses of these:
laws and hence their efforts, to transmute the, so-called, baser

‘metals into gold, were not so absurd as many of them have sup-

posed them to be.  Ycur friend, Prof. Hare, says he came very
near demonstrating this fact just before he passed out of the
material body. These laws and forces, though fixed and unerring,
may be directed by spirits into particular channels, so a8 to pro-

~duce given results ; just as you are enabled, by your wires and

batteries, to send telegraphic communications. The difference,
however, between human beings and spirits is, that we have ac-

| quired more knowledge of these laws and forces, and their modes
| of operation, and with this, more power to influence and control

them. The human will, by the same law, through the vital forces,

“moves your bodies, and as you are well aware, exercises consider-
“able power upon the material world around you. '

" There are also instances in which the human will alone acts

~through some of the imponderables and produces certain motions,
- After spirits have passed to the higher life, unfolded their powers,
"and learned .to comprehend more fully the laws of force and
| matter, this power of moving objects, and of forming material

bodies, more or less permanent in their characters, becomes won-

do to produce-our results, Your critics sometimes sneer at the
idea that spirits demand conditions in order to present certain
phenomena, when if they knew the facts, they would see that
‘they demand much more rigid conditions to perform simple
operations, We have spoken of the power by which we move

_physical bodies without contact: it is by a better understanding

of the law which enables you to control your muscles, and move
your bodies, By a similar extension of our knowledge of the laws
of chemical affinity, which are familiar to your scientific men, we
are enabled to decompose and re-compose many substances, We
can suspend the force of cohesion in various bodies so that the

exact relations to each other. By this means we are enabled to
remove ponderable bodies from one place to another by setting
free their elements and carrying the spirit of the body to the place
desired, knowing that the scattered elements will positively return

precision,

A,dvértisement-.f L

84 Russern StrEEr, MELBOURNE.

Ixi addition to En%ish and American crude Medicinal
Roots, Barks, and

‘medicines, in the most condensed form),

you'willseethatthisdaesnetamdunttofaa hing in the way of
rthig e y

convey an intelli%ent and impressive lesson to humeanity ; often

certain spirits, by means of which they can produce stars and
part of the body where the writing is, thus producing a sort of
of the best minds that we could bring : Dalton, Sir Humphrey

The grand é)roblems, before the scientific world to-day are, whaf |

matter is eternal.  In our opinion this is not true, Tangible
matter, in all its multitudinous forms,is the result of spirit operat-

The action of these forces is exact, and being under fixed laws,

derfully unfolded. We do not need all the appliances that mortals .

particles will rush back, and assume their former positions and -

to their former places and positions with unerring certainty and ~
W. H. TERRY'S BOTANIC DISPENSARY,

erbs, W, H. T. imports and keeps

in stock all the remedies used in the * Eclectic” system
of Medicine, Positive Concentrated preparations Tinec- .
‘tures, Saturates, &c. (the active principles of the
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Begs to mform bis friends and the publc genemlly,‘

that he has

* REMOVED TO MORE COMMODIOUS PREMISES,

No. 84 RUSSELL STREET
(Five doors further up, on the same side).

—
o

REMOVED '1‘0

| No. 84 Russell Street South,

6 DOORS FROM BOURKE STREET,
(East Side). -

 RECEIVED EX “ ASCALON,” FROM LONDON.

Memorial Edition of the Letters and Tracts of Jud go
Edmonds ; also, Two Inspirational Orations by Cora.
L V. Tappan and Particulars resgectmg the Per-

sonal Career and Passing Away of udge Edmonds.
Edited by J. Burns. 358 pages..

- Nature's Secrets, being the Enghsh edltlon of 'l‘he

~_ Boul of Things,” by Wm. Denton. 4/6.
Scientific Maten&hsm Calmly Examined, being a reply
to Professor Tyndall, by Geo. Sexton, 2/6.

- Mental Cure, by the Rev. F W. Evans. English edltxon.

5/6.
The Mendal. A mode of Oriental Divination, Barker, 9/

- The,True Healing Art, 2/

An assortment of “ Fowler's” publications as follows

Amativeness. O. 8. Fowler. 4d.

Familiar Lessons on Physiology. 4d. '

‘Hereditary Descent: its Laws and Facts apphed to

_ Human Improvement. 1/8.

Love and Parentage, applied to the Improvement of
_Offspring and Matrimony. 4d.

Maternity, or the Rearing and Nursing of Clnldren 1/3.

Marriage and Parentage, by Henry Clarke anht
Cheap edition, 1

Memory and Intel ectual Improvement. 8d.

- Marriage, its History and Ceremonies, with exposition

of functions and qualifications for happy mamages 8d.
Familiar Lessons on Phrenology. 8d.

Tobacco, its Hlstory, Nature, and Eﬁ‘ecte on the Mmd
and Body. 4d.

Tea and OOﬁ‘ee, their Influence on Body and Mmd 4d.

Physwlogy, Animal and Mental. 1/3.
W. H. TERRY, 84 Russell Street.

'rnn BOOE FOR MOTHERS!
"PARTURITION WITHOUT PAIN.

A code of directions for esca ing from the primal curse.
By M. L. Holbrook, M.D., Editor of the “ Herald of
ealth.” Third e(htlon, enlarged Price, 4/6.
SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY, a scientific and popular
exposition of the Fundamental problems of Sociology,
by R. T. Trall, M.D. Price 6/6.
ESOTERIC AN THROPOLOGY, (the Mysteries of
Man) by T. L. Nicholls, M.D., F.A, S Price, 5/6.
Mental Medicine: A theoretmal and practical treatise

~on Medical Psychology, by Rev. W. F. Evans, Author

of “ Mental Cure,” &c., 7[ ., and other books on gimi-

lar sub]ects on Sale by W. L. Terry, 84 Russell-street.

THE DEBATEABLE LAND
- By Roserr Darx OweN.

‘ 'J.‘hls fine work of Mr. Owen's shows the barmony of
| _'Spmtuahsm with Scmpture, demonstrates, as far as

evidence can do; the immortality of the soul, and gives
the results of the author's expeniences extendmg over &

- period of years.

I have ust recewed a Iarge pa,rcel of the Enghshl
edltmn, ublished at 9/, which I am offering at 8/-

W H. TEERY 84 Russe]l-street

_THE HARBINGEB. , OF LIGHT. |

NEW BOOKS! NEW BOOKS!

'BECELVED, ex “ British Ambassador,” & “ Ascalon,”

from London, and “T. L. Sweat” from Boston :

Whatam I? By Ser eant Cox, Vol IL, 11/6.
Enigmas of Life. Gregg. 11/6.

Notes of an Enqmry into the phenomena. called
Spiritual. W. Crookes, F.R.S, 1/-

Life of Voltaire. 8/6.

Cooper’s Spiritual Experiences, 3/

The Book of God. The Apocalypse of Adam

| Oaanes. 10/8.

A Btudy of Religion, the Name, and the Thing. F.
E. Abbots. 8d.

My Honeymoon. Containing philosophical conversa-

' tlons on Spiritualism, Re-incarnation, &ec., by the Count

Medina de Pomar. 2 vols,, 21/-
Mental Medicine. By Evane. 6/6
The Soul of Things. By Professor Wm. Denton.
Vol I, 6/9; vol. I1., 9/-; vol. IIL, 7/6.
Lessons for Children about themselves. By A. E.
Newton. An excellent little book. Illustrated, 2/3.
Stories of Infini g By Camille Flammarion. 7/-
The Masculine Oross.  Ancient Sex worship, 4/6.
Moral Physiology. By R. D. Owen. 8/
Good Sense. By the Baron de Holbach. - 4/6.

Startling Facts in Modern Spiritualism, Illustmtéll

By Dr. Wolfe. 11/6. .
Exeter Hall, a Theolo«mal Romance 4;/
Allan Kardec's Book of Mediums. 7/- o
“Chapters from the Bible of the Ages. 6/9
The Koran, “ Sale’s Translation.” 7/-

Davis's, Nature’s Divine Revelations (3211(1 edltmn)‘j; - n

16/ &ce., &c.

Proof Palpa.ble of Immortahty By Epes Sar;eant 4:/6;” .
The Gadarene; or, Spmts in "Prison. By J. M

Peebles. 6/-

Eulis! The History of Love. P. B. Randolﬁh 11/6’.4
Statuvolence, or Artificial Somnambuhsm

Fahnestock., 7/-
A Few Words about “The Devil.” 7/

Philosophy of Animal Magnetism and Splrltuahsm By s

Dr. Ashburner. 16/6.
Buckland’s Handbook of Mesmerism. 1/6. ;
One Religion, many Creeds, R. Winans, 7/,
Life of Theo. Parker, by 0. B. Frothmgham 13/6

The Religion of Humanity, Do. 7/.
Bible in India, Jacoillot, 7/.,

The New Mola. P.B. Randolph. 8/-

| Historic Americans. Theo. Parker 7/..u R
Narrative of Katie ng, gwen by herself through Dr',-‘f,{f A

Child. 2/6.
The Martyrdom of Man. 13/6

‘Constitutional Equality. 9/-

The Root of the Matter /3.
Wallace's Defence of Spiritualism, 1/3

‘Jean Ingelow’s Poems. 6/6.

Mental Physiology. Dr. C‘arpenlier 14/
Ecce Veritas. 10/-

A large assortment of the pubh.,a,txons of Thoma.s i

Scott, from 4d. upwards Send for a copy wnth ca.ta—
logue

W.. H. TERRY’S Book Depot 84 Russell street

'VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF PROGRESSIVE o

SPIBITUALISTS

Temperance Hall Lectures.
MR. CHARLES BRIGHT will lecture for the Asso-

ciation, at the Temperance Hall, Russell-street, on ‘the S
2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th of May Subject for o

Ma.y ond :

«SPIRITUALISM IN ITS RELATION TO: BT

| FREETHOUGHT o
 Musical Dwsctor—-Professor Huengs.

Service commences at 7 p.m. The Lyceum continues

to hold its sessions at the 'Ma.sbmc Hall, on Sunday; .
[vmornmgs, ab 1. |
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“ARTIST P xoroeurnrs
© RHD 78 WIS E¥eELLEHOY ?ﬁ? e

| Oountry Agents

~ Qastlemaine—H. Bamford, Bull Street.
Sandhurst—Mr, J. Wllhams, 228 High Street
" Stawell—

Taradale—Mr., C. Warren.

~ Sydney—Mr. J. Kelly, 426 George Street.
Agents wanted for oll parts of the Colony.

“THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT' »

THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND
FREE THOUGHT

A S\ibscription, Town, 5/- per annum; Country, 5/6
Nezghbourmg Colonies and Great Britain, 6/-

‘Subscrxptlons date from September to August,

BOTANIC MEDICINES_.

All kinds of Botepic Medicines, Roots, Barks,
Herbs, Tinctures, Fluid Extracts and Saturates,
English and Americun, Imported and on male by
W. H. Terry, 84 Ruesell Street. A new shipment Just
arrived ex “T. L. Sweat,” from Boston, (now due.)

Medicines sent to any part of the Colony by post or
otherwwe, on receipt of remittance. -

MISS ARMSTRONG,
Clalrvoyem for Di
| Fre 105

THE COTTAGE,
89 HRussell Bivtreot:

P HOTO-ART.

BATGHELDER

AND C()

PHOTOGR&?HERS AND ART!STS,

(EsraBLISHED 1854),

' 41 COLILINS STrTrReEmmT B.AS T,

Sydney
Me d al. Exhibition

1873. |

SUCCESS THE INDEX OF MERI’I‘
- PALMAM QUI MERUIT FERAT.

T OHl\T ROSIER

e PREMKEIR BOOT WNKER
C v_:'»_.By Spe&alappmztmnt to Hig Exzcellenoy SirG. F. BowEN,q.C MG
- : 46 SWANSTON STR.&ET MELBOUBNE .

Same 81de a.s, and short dlstance from the Town Hall,

TELEGRAPH,

The WEST END OF
~ LoNpON IN MEL-

- To Mr. JohnBoaier‘
‘  Boot Maker,

. Judges award Medal to .
you, saying ** Highly Ar-

Made, Equal to Any-

- 'West End of London,”
_ Exhibition Buildings,

J. G. KNIGHT

| :'Eﬁs‘n-nv.z 46 SWANSTON STREET, ,between Gartow'sand | e
S | h ,[__"ULTIVATION OF THE VOICE—mo prekus\ "

Rainbow Hotels.
NEAB TOWN HALL, SAME SIDE

WORKS BY d. TYERMAN

S _.:A Gmde to Spmtuahsm, 3/ by post, 3/4_.
"-;f.‘j-.Be-mearnatlon 1/- by post 1/2 ,
-+ Spiritualism dexcated 1/, by post 1/2.
T there a Devil ? Second Edmon, 6d. by post 7d
- In there a Hell? 3d. by post, 4d. =
- Creeds and Dogmas 8d. by post 41(1
- Spmtuaham in its Relatnon to Orthodoxy 1d. :

: - To be had of Ww. H. Terry, 84 Russell St., Melbourne |

JPIRIT PHOTOGBAPHS ~Katie ng and Dr.
- Ghully, cabinet size, 2/6. Several new Cartes,

‘v_”1/6 each.. Including A.R. Wallace and his mother,
‘Prmce George of Solms and Spirit, Mr. Beathe, &e.

BY ELECTRIC

BOURNE, [ Zelegram]
Sydney, May 2, 1873.

48 Swanstonst,Melbourne |

tistic and Beautifolly -

) Bouth Melboumo.

E:I.nger’s Bew:lng Ma.ohme-.

The h\ghest premium in the g:ft of the public has again been awarded to o
'I'HE SIN GER SEWING MACHINE COMPANY '

~ Manufacturers’ Oﬁiclal Returns of Sales for 1873. |
These Returns show the sales of the SINGER to have reached

| the eaormous sum of 232,444 MACHINES, as against the decreased
{ sum of 119,190 Wheeler and Wilson Maohmes, leaving a Balance

of 113,254 MACHINES IN FAVOR OF THE SINGER,

The Melbourne Journal of Commerce shows the Victorian
imports of the SINGER for 1873, to be 2471 CASES, VALUE A

£11,226 in excess of the imports of the W. and W. Machines.
The public estimate of the Value of the SINGER for obtammg
a livelihood was demonstrated by the late Chicago Fire Sufferors.

The Machines were the free gift of the committee, and each apph-
‘| cant allowed to select the machine she preferred,

NoTE THE RESULT : Of those ordered, the SINGER COMPANY s
'SUPPLIED 2427 ; Wheeler and 'Wllson 2353 Howe, 127 ; Grover -

and Baker, 44 ; Wﬂcox end Gibbs, 20.— New Y01k Dlspatch ”

QTANFOBD & CO C'omer Bourke and Russell Streets,
| Colomal Agents for the Singer Company.

WAS. CATYTRAN,

- BarNARD LaNE, EAsT SANDHURST,

CLAIRVOYANCE AND MAGNETIC HEALING e

thing of the kind from the» S

~ All Diseases successfully treated.
 Terms Moderate. | S
Consultatlon from 2 to 4 daily. App]leatlons from
| Tnvalids promptly attended to. |

knowledge of music neccssary.

PROFESSOR HUGI:IEb _
155 Collins Street East Melbourne

HE SPIBITUAL INQUIRER —-Sandhurst weekly,'f D 2
R price 2d. Subscription 2/- per Quarter. | May be o
z_obtamed of W. H. Terry, 96 Russell Street. - SRR

HE SANNER OF LIGHT, the leading Amemcan*
‘Spiritualistic paper, weekly Subscrlptlon, 25/-

o

per annum. A few Subscriptions available,

HE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK, the leading

‘English weekly. Snbscrlptlon, 12/6 per annum. |

Printed by E, Purton &. Co +s At thely Oﬂlce 106 Ellmbeth S
for the Proprietor, W, H. Terry, and. publiahed bv him at

gnosing Disease

¢, Melbouize:
nsse;} Street

JEE Execute commzssmns in all styles of Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms, Specimens at a.ddress, o
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