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The Mission of the Christ.

“IN MY OPINION FAR TOO MUCH
STRESS HAS BEEN LAID ON THE
DEATH OF CHRIST, AND FAR TOO
LITTLE ON HIS LIFE.”

This language was recently used by Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle when addressing the Eastbrook Wes-
leyan Brotherhood at Bradford, and in support of
his argument he pointed out that “it was no un-
common thing for a man to lay down his life for
others, and that our boys were doing it every day
in France.” This contention, of course, cannot be
gainsaid. It is historically attested by *“the noble
army of martyrs” in the centuries of the past, and
nobody will dispute the fact that at the present day
tens of thousands of noble-souled and selfless heroes
are laying down their lives for others. Seeing, then.,
that the annals of history abound in instances of
those who have voluntarily given their lives for their
friends, how comes it that so much has been made
of the DEATH of The Christ and so little of His
LIFE?

The answer to this question is to be found in
theological doctrine—the doctrine that, by His death
on the Cross, The Christ took upon Himself the sins
of the whole world, and that through His shed
blood all who repented and believed on Him would
escape the consequences of their sinful lives, no
matter how steeped in iriiquity they might have
been, and on passing through the gates of Death
would emerge in the spiritual world “whiter than
the snow.”

There is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins,

And sinners plunged beneath that flood,
LOSE ALL THEIR GUILTY STAINS.

This is what is known as “orthodox” teaching,
and having been accepted as true, one can readily
understand why the death of such an One should
have ranked incomparably above the sacrifice of any
other victim. However glorious may have been the
death of any other martyr, it has never been suggested
that such a tragedy redeemed mankind from sin, and
provided a means whereby all might escape “the wrath
to come.” There is, therefore, a wvast distinction
in the orthodox mind between the crucifixion of The
Christ and, say, the stoning of Stephen to death
for following in the footsteps of his Master, or the
burning of Ridley and Latimer at the stake for
championing the truths which they believed The
Christ came to reveal. It is not merely because
The Christ was martyred that so much emphasis has
been laid on His death, but because of what the
theologians have taught us concerning its redeeming
value and its consequences to the human race His
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death has, therefore, been allowed to completely over-
shadow His peerless life, for the simple reason that
the one gave us, as the reward of BELIEF, a free
passport to the eternal Heavens, with absolute
immunity from all punishment for our sins of omis-
sion and of commission, whereas the other aspect/—
the life—dealt merely with His passing earthly pil-
grimage, and was consequently of secondary import.

This position naturally raises the question as to
what was the real mission of The Christ, and what
is the true meaning of the Atonement. There are
various Schools of Thought in the Christian Church
at the present day in regard to these important
questions, and, excepting among the ultra-evangelical
section a considerable modification of view has of late
years been expressed. With these different Schools,
however, we have little to do, although we respect
their differing conceptions and concede to them the
right to exercise that freedom of thought which we
claim for ourselves. So far as we are concerned,
we believe The Christ to have been a divine Mes-
senger or Ambassador, who voluntarily left His home
in glory, took upon Himself human form, mani-
fested to Man the matchless love, unspeakable pity
and exquisite justice of God, Whose mission it was
to free mankind from the thraldom of superstition
and sin, and bring men back to God, Who was in
very deed “The Way, the Truth, and the Life,” and
that by following His example and observing His
precepts it is possible for all men to become Sons
of God and joint heirs of salvation.

A dual sacrifice is represented by the advent and
death of The Christ. The first of these sacrifices
is liable to be overlooked. It consists in His volun-
teering to leave the rapturous bliss of the supernal
realms to come to earth to be “despised and rejected
of men,” to be unmercifully persecuted and eventu-
ally put to death, all of which He, doubtless, fore-
saw, but such was His abounding love for weak and
erring Man that He said in effect, “The results will
compensate ; it is worth the sacrifice; 1 will go through
with My self-imposed mission and win the world for
God.” So He leaves the glory and felicity of the
Highest Heaven and appears in the flesh as the
Great Religious and Social Reformer of Judea. That
was His first great sacrifice, but it is seldom spoken
of, and has been completely obscured by His second
great sacrifice on the Ci'oss.

When He came He found the world sunk in dense
miaterialism—as dense, if not denser, than the
materialism of to-day. Superstition was rampant,
and the minds of men were woefully fettered by
traditionary error. He, of course, knew of these
conditions before His advent, and it was because of
their existence that He came. A NEW REVELA-
TION WAS REQUIRED. The Jews had imagined
the Most High to be a God of battle, a God of
anger, a jealous God, a God delighting in sacrificial
offerings of a sweet-smelling savour—in short, He
had been endowed with all the worst of purely human
attributes. The prophets, it is true, had endeavoured
to place a much more exalted conception of God be-
fore the people, but it, nevertheless, remained for
The Christ to present Him as He actually was and
is—a God of consuming Love and infinite Compas-
sion. What a contrast! It is difficult to under-
stand how, in centuries subsequent to this declara-
tion, men could possibly have introduced into Chris-
tian teaching the doctrine of the necessity of ap-
peasing the wrath of an angry God, and have held
that the only way of reconciling God to Man was
through the sacrifice of His immortal (Son. In
due time, however, a revolt set in. against this awful
misconception, and then came the teaching of the
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necessity of reconciling Man to God—a very different

thing! The one represented a gross and blasphem-
ous libel of the Most High. The other represented
Truth. )

By reconciling Man to God is meant the forsak-
ing of sin, bringing the life into harmony with divine
Law, being in tune with the Infinite, as The Christ
was, and as He meant when He declared, “l and
My Father are ONE,” meaning AT-ONE, as we ex-
press it to-day—in complete harmony and fellowship
with God. This text is, perhaps,, one of the most
woefully misunderstood in the whole of the Bible.
It has been 'held by many to mean that The Christ
actually claimed to be God, the Creator Himself.
But we submit that on no occasion did He make
any such claim, and that He always spoke of God
as Somebody, so to speak, distinct from Himself.
He constantly spoke of His Father in Heaven, said,
“l go unto My Father and your Father,” “In My
Father's house are many mansions,” “My doctrine is
not mine, but HIS THAT SENT ME,” and in His
expiring agony on the Cross He is said to' have cried
“My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me!”
If, then, The Christ was actually God, we find Him
exclaiming, in effect, “My God, My God, why have
I forsaken Myself?” That, we aver with all rever-
ence, is sheer nonsense, and no feat of metaphysical
jugglery can make it otherwise. We are, moreover,
told in the first Epistle of John that “No man hath
seen God at any time,” and in the Gospel of John
The Christ declares: “And the Father Himself, which
hath sent Me, hath borne witness of Me. YE HAVE
NEITHER HEARD HIS VOICE AT ANY TIME,
NOR SEEN HIS SHAPE.”

Who, then, was The Christ? Considerable differ-
ence of opinion existed on the point in His time—
“Some say that Thou art John the Baptist; some
Elias; and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets”
- -andon one occasion the Master Himself put the ques-
tion point blank to His disciples: “But whom say
YE that I am?” And Simon Peter, enthusiastic and
impulsive as usual, replied: “Thou art The Christ,
the Son of the living God,” a designation which the
Master at once endorsed in the words: “Blessed art
thou, Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blood hath not
revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in
Heaven.” That surely, is a sufficiently explicit state-
ment, and is certainly in full accord with the posi-
tion taken up by Arius—one of the celebrated Fathers
of the Early Christian Church—that The Christ was
“the most perfect of all created beings, but was
inferior to God.” The Christ, in fact, not only
did not claim to be God, but even disclaimed being
GOOD. It will be remembered that when the young
man approached Him with the salute : “Good Master,”
He at once replied: “Why callest thou ME good?
There is NONE good but ONE—that is GOD.”

In the light of all this testimony, it is incompre-
hensible how men could ever have regarded The
Christ as being the omnipotent Creator, the Archi-
tect of the illimitable universe, Who keeps mil-
lions of solar systems revolving in their orhits and
holds the worlds in the hollow of His hand. How
is this conception, for instance, to be reconciled with
the fact that on one occasion The Christ could not
perform any wondrous works because of the unbe-
lief of the people? COULD NOT! Is that consistent
with the all-compelling power of an omnipotent God?
God Himself thwarted by puny men! No, we must
differentiate between God and The Christ, and re-
gard the latter in the light of a Divine Messenger
of the Great and All-loving Father—the culminating
link in a chain of angelic Ambassadors who came
to earth from time to time to enlighten and emanci-
pate the world.

St. Paul clearly differentiates between The Christ
and God when he says, “And ye are Christ’s, and
Christ is God’s,” and “God was IN Christ reconciling
the world unto Himself.” We unreservedly accept
this dictum of the great apostle. The Christwas the
highest, sublimest and fullest expression of the God-
head that has yet appeared in mortal form—the

1918.

greatest and most highly placed of all the Sons of
God, a resplendent spiritual Personality, unexampled in
love, purity, wisdom and power, who, on his own
initiative and with transcendent self-effacement, came
to revivify the spiritual life of the world, to liberate
the captives of error, to proclaim the Fatherhood
of God and the Brotherhood of Man, and to link
up the material with the spiritual realm. His mis-
sion, in short, was to bring all men into harmonious
relationship with the Supreme. Hence His example of
a pure and perfect life, and His burning zeal to
realise the desire of His heart when all men should
be AT ONE with God, as He prayed that His disciples
might be—"“And the glory which Thou gavest Me
I have given them, THAT THEY MAY BE ONE,
AS WE ARE ONE: 1 in them, and Thou in Me,
that they may be made perfect in one”—in other
words, “That they may be AT ONE with Thee, as I
am AT ONE with Thee”—a perfect blending of the
human and divine.

To properly understand the meaning of the word,
Atonement, it has to be subdivided into its syllables,
AT-ONE-MENT — absolute harmony with the
Godhead, absolute submission to the will of God,
the bringing of the life into complete accord with
the commands and intentions of our Father in Heaven.
The Master, by His blameless life and faultless rela-
tionship with God, showed how this could be done,
and if we follow in His footsteps, we, too, shall lead
sinless lives and thus be “saved from sin.” It was no
part of His glorious mission to offer Himself as a
scapegoat for the sins of mankind. He rather came
to show us, by example and precept, how we might
be saved, not from the consequences of wilful sin,
but FROM COMMITTING SIN AT ALL. There
would then be no consequences to fear, and no need
of a Saviour. If, however, in spite of His example
and teaching, men persisted in violating the Laws of
God, of deliberately sinning, they would undoubtedly
have to pay the penalty. “Whatsoever a man soweth,
THAT shall he also reap.”

It is because the mission of The Christ, as a Divine
Exemplar, has been so lamentably misinterpreted that
His death has been represented as atoning for the
sins of the whole world, and on this account the
Cross has been allowed to largely overshadow His in-
comparable LIFE. It is certainly time that greater em.
phasis was laid upon this aspect of His stainless
career, and that men should be more clearly taught,
not that they can escape the consequences of deliber-
ate sin by an act of repentance and profession of
belief, but that by following His example they can
become their own saviours, and ultimately, as the
Bishop of London tells us, attain to the glorified
condition of Christs in Paradise. We have each to
“work out our own salvation,” and The Christ showed
us clearly how that could be done. “I am the Way,
the Truth, and the Life.”

“I AM THE WAY”—I have shown you the road,
treald in My footsteps, and you will reach the Heavenly
goal.

“I AM THE TRUTH”"—I came from the Father
Who revealed to Me the Truth; My doctrine is not
Mine, but His that sent Me; heed My teachings, ac-
cept My precepts, and you will become repositories
of Eternal Truth.

“I AM THE LIFE"—BYy following Me and prac-
tising My teachings among your fellow men, you
will be developing your spiritual life upon earth, and
when you pass within the veil, having been faithful
unto death, you will have Life, and have it more
abundantly than was possible in the flesh.

“I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE

LIFE.” What an Exemplar! But how little under-
stood! It is the LIFE that counts in the sight
of God. It does not matter what we profess to

BELIEVE...whether we be orthordox or unorthodox
—the one essential is THE LIVING OF THE LIFE.
Hence the oft-repeated entreaty of The Christ, “FOL-
LOW ME”—as much as to say, “Do as | have
done; bring your lives into absolute conformity with
the Divine will; be practical exemplars of My teach-
ing ; visit the widow and fatherless in their affliction;
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champion the oppressed; expose and denounce hypoc-
risy : decapitate evil wherever it lifts its ugly head;
keep yourselves unspotted from the world ; do unto
others as ye would they should do unto you, and
let your light so shine before men that they may
see your good works and glorify your Father which
*is in Heaven.”

“YOUR GOOD. WORKS!” Yes, it is the LIFE
that counts. He went about “doing good!” And His
death was the consequence. He aroused the jealousy
and animosity of the priesthood of His day, and
they deliberately circumvented His end. It was a
sublime and heroic termination of His earthly career,
but “it is no uncommon thing for a man to lay down
his life fo others,” and in time to come we shall
doubtless find that, although the tragedy of Calvary
will still enthral the minds of men, the LIFE of The
Christ will come more and more into prominence and
will be emphasised in a far greater degree than has
been customary in the past.

There are many high spirits in the next world.
High above all the greatest of the spirits, of whom
we hive cognizance, is The Christ. His especial
care is the Earth. He came down upon it at a time
of great depravity, in order to give the people the
example and teaching of a perfect life. Then He
returned to His own high station, having left an
example which is still occasionally followed. That is
the story of The Christ, as spirits have described it

SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE.

UUagsioe litotes.

The Methods of Our Opponents.

“A boom in Spiritualism is one of the
by-products of the war. London has never
been so full of ‘mediums as it is at the
present time, and these harpies, who live
on the gullibility of a section of the public,
have never reaped such a harvest as they
are now raking in week by week. Numbers
of grief-stricken widows and mothers,
anxious to clutch at any straw which pro-
mises to bridge the chasm of death, have
foolishly allowed themselves to be deluded
by the swindling ‘seance’ fraternity, who
pretend to receive ‘messages’ in various
forms.”

This item appeared a few weeks ago in the two
Melbourne morning dailies amongst a column of
other paragraphs “from various sources.” It is quite
true that at the present time there is something
like a boom in Spiritualism in England, but the
implied suggestion, that all mediums are “harpies”
is not true, neither are “grief-stricken widows and
mothers” always “deluded,” and it certainly is not
correct to say that all the “seance fraternity” merely
“pretend togiya messages.” We have, however, long
since become accustomed to this kind of abuse, and
of all sections of the community, Spiritualists have,
perhaps, the least cause to give much thought to the
warning uttered by the Master, when He said, “Woe
unto you when all men shall speak well of you.” We
have undoubtedly a long way to go before we reach
that stage in public estimation! In the meantime,
we must put up with the calumny and, sometimes,
scurrilous insults of our opponents. Truth can sur-
vive a lot of that treatment.

Truth crushed to earth will rise again;

The eternal years of God are hers.

Efforts have been made through all the centuries
to crush Spiritualism—although that particular
name may not have been applied to the manifesta-
tions—but they have all been of no avail, for the
reason stated in this couplet. Even the wholesale
killing of mediums in the Middle Ages merely achieved
the result of giving a temporary setback to the move-
ment. Nothing that mere man can do can defeat
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the will of the Most High. He may hinder the
accomplishment of the Divine purpose, he may seem
to almost check-mate it at times, but the will of
the Omnipotent eventually rises superior to all
opposing forces, and the enemy has to capitulate.

Being based upon Truth, Spiritualism cannot be
annihilated, and must in the end prevail. It has
never stood on a more established basis than it does
to-day, and it is because it is winning all along the
line—capturing men of the highest intellect, as well
as the man in the street—that such a violent outcry is
being raised against it. If the cause were in a condition
of decadence there would be no necessity to bring up
all sorts of big guns and little guns to destroy it.
Nobody wastes time in trying to throttle a movement
that is obviously dying a natural death. It is be-
cause Spiritualism is such a strong and sturdy growth
and is flourishing “like a green bay tree,” that its ram-
parts are being assailed by the attacking army. But
with Truth as its foundation, and the demonstrations
of modern Science as its buttress, we can afford to
await the issue with complacence and have no fear
of a veritable legion of foes.

Dr. Mercier Seeing the Lights

Dr. C. A. Mercier, a prominent English physician,
recently published a book entitled “Spiritualism and
Sir Oliver Lodge, ” in which he poses as a “trained
logician,” and incidentally demonstrates that he
knows very little, if anything, concerning the amaz-
ing phenomena which he presumes to ridicule and
treat with crude disdain. He, in fact, candidly
admits that “the subject had never engaged his at-
tention” up to the time that he ventured to write
his criticism of “Raymond”! His qualifications for
the task were therefore not of a very expert order,
and perhaps this explains the offensive tone which
characterises certain portions of his book. He was,
of course, promptly taken to task by competent inves-
tigators, including Mr. J. Arthur Hill, and subse-
quently a letter appeared from his pen in the “Medi-
cal Press,” in which he made the following interest-
ing admission :—

“With respect to his (Mr. J. Arthur Hill’s) jeers
at my inexperience of Spiritualism, it may perhaps
interest your readers to know that this reproach can
no longer be brought against me. 1 have lately had
a great deal of experience of Spiritualistic manifes-
tations, and WIIAT | HAVE SEEN HAS COM-
PELLED ME TO MODIFY MY VIEWS VERY
MATERIALLY. Some of my experiences far ex-
ceed those of Sir Oliver Lodge, and if the matter is
considered of sufficient interest, 1 may perhaps be
induced to publish them.”

Open confession is good for the soul, and we may
yet find Dr. Mercier emulating the example of Pro-
fessor Lombroso by publicly expressing his “sense of
shame” that he should have approached the subject
in such an unscientific spirit.  In the meantime,
“The Times” reviewer engages in the following salu-
tary criticism—

“There is something unsatisfying about these criti-
cisms from the point of view of the sceptic and of
the believer alike.  Perhaps the trouble is that no
one can criticise who has not experienced. We can
thoroughly understand and sympathise with a con-
scientious objection to Spiritualism; but there is
only one form that the objection can take in this
scientific age. @ THE OBJECTORS MUST STUDY
THE SUBJECT AS CLOSELY AND CARE-
FULLY AS THE DEVOTEES.  Otherwise they
necessarily come into court convicted in advance of
the sin of amateur criticism.”

This “sin” has certainly been committed by Dr.
Mercier—it is the sin of the closed mind.  But we
will forgive him if he will henceforth resolve to con-
tinue his investigations, and state the results impar-
tially in any further work he may offer to the
public!
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A Creat Revelation Coming.

Frequent gatherings are held at the London resi-
dence of Lady Glenconner for the discussion of psy-
chic subjects, and are attended by many leaders in
the intellectual world of England. At the last of
these meetings, the Rev. L. W. Fearn, priest-in-charge
of Christ Church, Westminster, delivered a very
striking and broad-minded address, in which he pre-
sented the attitude of the more advanced members
of the Church of England towards psychic facts.

Psychic communication, he said, was an elementary
portion of the vast body of social science of which
a materialistic world was almost entirely ignorant.
But he was convinced that we were on the verge of
A GREAT REVELATION OF THE TRUE MEAN-
ING OF MUCH THAT HAO BEEN A PROBLEM
THROUGH ALL THE AGES. Psychic communica-
tion was of great importance at the present time not
because of its intrinsic value only, but because it
formed a preliminary part of the education of the
human spirit. The qualifications for spirit communi-
cation were purity, honesty, right motive. These were
the safeguards. He had seen many wonderful and
beautiful results in his examination of the subject,
and he had seen others that were ugly and repulsive.
In psychic investigation it might be said that a
man got what he went for—the response from the
unseen world was very much in accord with his own
spiritual condition. The merely curious, sensual per-
son was apt to attract those who were like himself.
But those who went in the right spirit with the
right intention might get the happiest results, and
very often did.

On the question of the dangers or spirit communi-
cation, Mr. Fearn said nothing was really interesting
unless it was dangerous. The world beyond was a
vast region and held undeveloped souls as well as
spirits highly evolved, wise and powerful. The lower
doors opened the most readily, and we should be
careful whom we admitted. There were many man-
sions, or as the word should be translated, “halting
places" for spirits between the earth and those super-
nal regions where dwelt the angelic hosts. But from the
lower planes of spirit life and activity we should
receive nothing harmful if we observed the rules of
pure motive, right conditions and right atmosphere.

For these things he made a strong plea, and the
whiile question, he considered, should receive the
earnest attention of the Church, that the subject of
spirit communication should be put on a sound basis,
for the Church was the custodian of souls, answerable
for them to its Master until after passing through
all the ordeals and transitions through which spirits
passed here and hereafter they ascended at last to
Divine Union as partakers of the God-consciousness.
Mediums, he held, should be carefully selected, syste-
matically trained, and their powers guarded and cul-
tivated. They should never have to work for money,
but be paid a living wage, and removed from all
the temptations of the competitive struggle for exist-
ence. Poverty and wrong conceptions of professional
reputation were responsible for more than half the
frauds and follies connected with mediumship.

In conclusion, the speaker remarked that psychic
communication satisfied a legitimate human want,
although it seldom satisfied “a real need.” He had
never met a person who was wholly satisfied with
psychic communications. There was something be-
yond, and that something was the deepest need of
the awakened soul, the complete realisation of its
Divine nature by Spiritual “communion.”

The rev. gentleman throughout his admirable and
very welcome address, drew a distinction between
“communication” and “communion.” The former, he
explained, related more to externals—the latter to
the deeper spiritual side of the question. This dis-
tinction, in our opinion, requires to be more and more
emphasised.  “Communication” with loved ones in
the Beyond satisfies a natural human craving, but
if we are content to stop at that we shall be de-
priving the soul of the spiritual food necessary to
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its development, and which can only be obtained by
going beyond the psychical to the spiritual—to
"communion” with that great mysterious and spiritu-
ally-energising influence, in which “we live and move
and have our being,” and which men call God. We
must, in short, spiritualise psychic facts, and regard
them merely as stepping stones to the heights of
spiritual illumination. Otherwise we shall simply be
remaining in the Kindergarten school of instruction.

Phantom Violets.

There is a Protestant Cemetery at Rome in which
rest the remains of Shelley and Keats, and which is
held under lease by Germany. The lease expires this
year, and in commenting on the movement now being
made in England for raising funds for the purchase
of the Cemetery, the London; “Star" recalls the
following remarkable story reported in the Press a
few years ago:—

An English clergyman and his sister wandering
round the quiet tombs came to a grave thickly cov-
ered with violet leaves. As they stood over it they
noticed a delicious smell of violets, and, looking down,
saw the little purple flowers peeping out here and
there from deep among the leaves. Next moment
they saw there were no violets. The flowers were not
actually tangible—as soon as they tried to fix their
gaze on the violet it vanished like an optical delu-
sion.

The facts were curious enough. Both the people
who saw the violets were normal. The grave was
that of Elizabeth Wyckhoff, an American, unknown
by name or association to either, which disposes of
the theory of auto-suggestion. Moreover, at least
one other credible witness claimed at the same time
to have seen violets growing on a grave near that of
Keats, which is close to that of Elizabeth Wyckhoff.

The story about ghost-flowers, if so the fleeting
violets of the Protestant Cemetery at Rome may be
called, is not isolated. Several people have claimed
similar experiences; and acting on the beautiful fancy
that those who are gone were asking for gifts, of
the real flowers, they have planted these on their
graves. Perhaps their fancy was the truth—who
knows?

Stranger still is that story told some years ago
about an ancient tree in a country town. Under it was
once found the dead body of a woman clasping in her
hand some wild thyme. Nobody knew-her, and no wild
thyme grew near. Yet afterwards a strong, unmis-
takable scent of wild thyme was often noticed under
the tree. The scent haunted the spot; people wholly
ignorant of the circumstances could smell it, and would
look for the plant which was not there.

What is Sudden Death?

“From sudden death, good Lord, deliver us.” These
are well-known words contained in the Litany em-
bodied in the Prayer-book of the Church of Eng-
land. But what does the petition mean? We are
all well acquainted with the ordinary meaning of the
word, “sudden,” and no doubt the vast majority of
our readers have applied this interpretation to the
word as used in this prayer. But we learn from a
letter published in our London contemporary,
“Light,” from the pen of the Rev. F. Fielding-Ould,
M.A., that “sudden” means merely “unprepared” in
the Prayer-book.

“The same phrase,” continues the rev. gentleman,
“is found in the first Ember prayer that “the Bishops
may lay hands SUDDENLY on no man, but faith-
fully and wisely make choice.” In view of the incal-
culable spiritual benefits often gathered during a
last illness, when many for the first time have leisure
to examine themselves and their true position be-
fore God, we might well pray against a sudden death
in the ordinary meaning of the word. But a sudden
death, for example, on the battlefield, is not neces-
sarily an unprepared death, and it is this latter
that one is to fear. “Oh, spare me a little,” says
the penitent, sinner, “that 1 may recover my strength
before 1 go hence and am no more seen.”
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Bishop Welldon and Spiritualism.

A SIGNIFICANT ARTICLE.

A pathetic aspect of the life of the day, due to the
tragic number of deaths in the war, is the increasing
interest in the future life and the abiding place of
the beloved. This is shown by the extraordinary
demand for books on such subjects and by the wid'
discussion of these problems in the Press.  Sir Oliver
Lodge, Sir William Barrett, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,
and many others, have taken a part in the discussion.

Bishop Welldon, writing in the “Sunday Times,”
urges us to keep the windowg of the soul open.

“If it is in the power of spirits to convey such
assurances, as Sir Oliver Lodge, according to his
pathetic biography of his son, Raymond, feels him-
self to have received, they will have rendered im-
measurable service to souls which long and yearn
for the comfort of knowing that the dead, who have
passed beyond the confines of earth, are living,
and living a life better and higher than their earthly
life,” writes Bishop Welldon, who continues:

“All depends, then, upon evidence; and, accord-
ing to the evidence procured and published by the
Society for Psychical Research, THERE IS, |
THINK, GOOD REASON FOR HOLDING THAT
NOT ONLY COMMUNICATION BETWEEN
THE DEAD AND THE LIVING, BUT THE
ACTUAL APPEARANCE OF THE DEAD TO
THE LIVING, MAY BE REGARDED, IF NOT
AS ABSOLUTELY PROVED, YET AS REN-
DERED HIGHLY PROBABLE. If, indeed, man
consists of spirit as well as of body, and if death is
the emancipation of the human spirit from the body,
then it is, at least, possible that an emancipated
spirit may, in certain circumstances, appear to the
living, and especially to the living who were nearest
and dearest to it in life. Nor is there any time
at which such an appearance would be so inherently
probable as the time of the spirit’s actual emanci-
pation in the hour of death; and that is precisely
the time at which the spiritual appearance of the
dead, or dying, to the living are accredited by the
largest and surest amount of testimony.

“Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, at the end of the article
which he contributed to the ‘Sunday Times, says,
with perfect truth, that 'there is no reason why
“an angel of the Lord” could speak to Jews in Judea
and not to Englishmen in England, or why the

~direct dealings of God with men should have come

to a definite end two thousand years ago.” After
all, it is the fact that spirits survive the grave, and
that they can, and will, enter into relation with the
spirits upon earth, which is all important.

“The war has wrought a far-reaching effect upon
minds which a short time ago were wholly, or almost
wholly, incredulous of spiritual phenomena. It has,
naturally, created in many tender and devout souls a
passionate longing for communication with the dead
whom they have loved and lost. The wish for a
knowledge of the unseen world must not indeed be
taken as a proof that that world exists and that it
can be known. BUT THE DUTY OF EVERY
EARNEST THINKER IS TO KEEP THE WIN-
DOWS OF HIS SOUL OPEN, to welcome the light
which flows in upon him from whatever quarter
it may come, to realise the mystery of the universe
in which he lives for the present a life so dim and
fragile, and to wait always in the hope and the faith
of a larger revelation which may be given him.

“Man is a spiritual being; his spirituality is at
once his peril and his glory. It is his peril, if he
suffers himself to be diverted by speculative inquiries
of a disturbing and distracting character from the
sober, common, practical duties of life. But it is
his glory if the consciousness of the spirituality, by
which alone he is made a partaker of the Divine
nature, lifts him above the low-lying mists and clouds
of earth into the serene and sacred atmosphere of that
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spiritual world, in which have been born, and in
which alone can live and last, the great creations
of art and literature, the high and holy emotions and
aspirations of religious faith and duty.

“FOR SPIRITUALISM, however subject it may
be to delusion, however liable to error, IS THE
ETERNAL FACT OF HUMAN NATURE,” avows
Bishop Welldon, *“and they are the truest, as they are
the humblest, votaries of God who will not, and
cannot, believe that He has yet spoken His last
word of revelation, but who live ever in the hope that
by science, by emotion, and, above all, by religious
faith and worship, humanity may rise in the process
of the ages to the apprehension of those things which
eye has not seen and ear has not heard, nor has it
entered into the heart of man to conceive, but which
God reveals to His children in this life or in the
future life, by His Spirit. Not only is the life
of spiritual beings, but the survival of human spirits
after death, as Sir J. G. Frazer has asserted, the im-
nemorial belief entertained by the vast majority of
mankind.”

SIR OLIVER LODGE AND THE UNSEEN
UNIVERSE.

In continuation of his propaganda work in Eng-
land, Sir Oliver Lodge recently addressed the East-
brook Brotherhood, at Bradford, on the reality of the
unseen, and gave the audience much food for serious
thought.

The main point he wished to bring out, said the
speaker, was the reality of the unseen, as revealed
by science in its phases of gradual development. The
phrase “the starry heavens” meant something vastly
more to us than to the ancients. Yet, although we
saw the stars, as the ancients never saw them, there
must be a multitude of things we did not see. ~ The
magnitude of the material universe was something
that was overwhelming. He was never surprised
at men being materialistic—the material universe was
worthy of our high admiration and reverence—so
long as they adhered to what they knew, and did
not deny everything else but what they had studied.
Fortunately, people were waking up. The Workers
Educational Association and other movements were
revealing a determination that education should not
be the privilege of a few, and a consciousness that
every member of society had a right to know what
had been discovered by science, and should have suffi-
cient leisure to live a rational life, to understand
what had been done and what kind of a universe we
were living in. Men knew, more or less), what they
were, but not what they would be. One great value
of existence was that it did not come to an end;
it existed permanently. That he believed to be the
message of evolution. Having treated of atoms,
nebula?, and ether, Sir Oliver went on to say that
while our senses informed us they also limited us,
and it was no argument to say that because we did
not see things therefore they did not exist. He
must tell them that in his researches he had found
evidence warranting him in stating clearly and defi-
nitely that we were not alone. To the eye .of sense
we seemed to be alone, but we were really surrounded
by a host of witnesses and helpers. We had the help
of the Highest. Powers were at work, not at a dis-
tance, but working in amongst us; we were learning
what the destiny of man must be. It would be
strange if this ghastly war simplified and improved
the knowledge of Christ and aided in the perception
of the beauty of 'His life and teaching. Yet stranger
things had happened, and WHATEVER THE
CHURCHES MIGHT DO, HE BELIEVED
THAT THE CALL OF CHRIST HIMSELF
WOULD BE HEARD AND ATTENDED TO BY
A LARGE PART OF THE COMMUNITY AS IT
HAD NEVER YET BEEN ATTENDED TO ON
EARTH. It was a time of spiritual outpouring.
All the great times in history had been marked .by
great sacrifices, and there must be a great outcome
of all the sacrifices of the present time.
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WITCHES, WIZARDS & FAMILIAR SPIRITS

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES EXPLAINED.

TRANCE ADDRESS AT MR. T. W. STANFORD’'S
MELBOURNE CIRCLE.

By Signor Valetti.

THE INVOCATION

Eternal Father, we are thankful for the opportunity
of communicating with our loved ones who are yet
tabernacling in the flesh. We believe that they, too,
are happy, and delight in communicating with those
who have gone before. We desire that through Thy
messengers, Thy m!nlsterln% spirits, this night great
power shall be “manifested, because we know all power
cometh from Thee: Thou art the Father of spirits, and
Thou hast sent forth Thy angels to be ministering spirits.

And the signs and wonders—we pray that they, too,
may follow the teachlng of the truth,” for this genera-
tion desireth a sign, and the signs are beln% given unto
them, but we would that they realised that there is
something grander and higher and better than the mere
witnessing of signs and wonders. The spirit life, with
all its possibilities, spiritual progression and spiritual

eace and happiness which passeth understanding, be-
ongs unto those who desire to be like Thyself.

We pray for all Thy servants upon the earth plane,
teachers "and preachers of the truth everywhere,
mediums and others who are seeking to establish the
kingdom of God upon earth. And we pray_ that the
spirits of those who have passed within the veil and are
earth bound, shut up in the prison house, may repent,
turn from their old thoughts, cast behind them all that
is of the earth and look towards Thee. May they desire
to be like Thyself, to be ﬁyre and be good, for wo know
that unto the spirits at this present day is preached the
truth as Christ went in the spirit and preached it unto
the antediluvian spirits.

We pray for the sick and the suffering, and all who
need help, and we ask that all men shall be brought
unto the truth, and those who labour in the vineyard,
may thev have spiritual help and comfort and consola-
tion. May thev sow tho seed of truth, and assuredly
they will reap the abundant harvest. Answer these our
petitions, for we pray in the cause of Truth and for the
good of humanity. Amen.

THE ADDRESS

I have been asked to speak to you for a short
time to-night. It is exceedingly kind of you to say
that you appreciate my utterances, imperfect as I
know them to be; but I am intensely in earnest, and
desire to help those who are in the flesh, so | pray
you. do not take any notice of the messenger, but
kindly regard the message.

Tlie subject that I think 1 will speak upon to-night
is that of “Witches, Wizards and Familiar Spirits.”
These words are often in the mouths of people, but
I suppose there are very few who understand what
they really mean, or whence their origin. So to-
night 1 propose that we institute an inquiry as to
the origin of those words.  There cannot be any
doubt, Signors, that we have them from the Old
Testament in the first place, where we read so often
of witches, wizards and familiar spirits in connec-
tion with the necromancers, the sorcerers, the people
who were said “to peep and to mutter.”

I desire to say to you at the outset that the mis-
understanding of the meaning of certain words and
passages in the Old Testament produced a terrible
harvest of suffering; because people did not under-
stand those passages, hundreds of thousands of poor,
innocent people were condemned to torture and to
death. Therefore, 1 feel that I am doing right bv
bringing this subject’ under your notice. You will
say, “Oh, but those times have passed away.” It
is true, but I desire to enlighten those who are yet
to live upon the earth plane, so that there will not
be any more doubt concerning those awful denunci-
ations and threats which we read of in the Old
Testament, and which, as | said before, so many have
suffered through.

Of course, Signors, we must inquire into the Baby-
lonish religion and mythology if we wish to rightly
understand the true meaning of the words that I
have quoted; we must get right away back to Chal-
dsean history, and 1 purpose for a short time to
speak on that subject. Permit me to say I am in-
debted to Signor Robinson for many of my facts.
I am not a scholar, able to read the ancient writings,
but Professor Robinson is able to do so.

The Babylonians, with their ancestors, the Acha-
dieans and Chaldseans, practised mythology.  There
have come down to us at the present time numbers
of tablets, clay books: some of them are called in-
cantation tablets, and when deciphered by the Assyri-
ologist they are most interesting, because they let
us into a knowledge of the religion of the ancient
Achadseans and Babylonians. We are told by these
tablets that these people believed in good and in
evil spirits, as you do to-day; they believed that be-
hind every tree and stone and bush there was a
spirit—either a good spirit or a bad spirit. Note
that. And a perpetual warfare ensued between the
good and the bad spirits. On the incantation tablets
they are called Zi: that included both good and evil
spirits.  Of course, there was a chief spirit who
ruled over the good and who ruled over' the bad—
Ana and Hea, the supreme of heaven and of earth.
Innumerable evil spirits roam your earth plane. The
ancient Chaldseans knew how to communicate with
them. At that time certain sacrifices were offered
to propitiate the good and evil deities, as was done
in the days of the Greeks and the Romans. There
lived among those ancient people certain persons
whom you call necromancers, or soothsayers.

Evil Spirits from other Planets.

Now, my friends, 1 am going to put forward what
you will say is but a theory, but which | know to
be true in connection with these evil spirits. It is
impossible that they were all mythical, and | put
forward this to you as being the truth, that many
of the evil spirits that surrounded the earth plane,
and with whom the ancient Chaidamns, Achadseans
and Babylonians communicated, were the spirits of
persons who once dwelt upon the planets. 1 have
this from information 1 have received on my side
of life. It would appear that the evil spirits were
in the ascendency. It is strange, but true, Signors,
that man in the flesh seems better able to imbibe
evil than good, to practise and to follow that which
is evil than that which is good. 1 do not know why
it should be so, but it is the truth. Certain temples
were set apart for the worship of certain deities,
and at one period of time Shamash was the chief
god, and he was the Sun god. There cannot be any
doubt that at one period of time all men were sun
worshippers. At one city they worshipped the sun,
and at another the moon god was supreme. Ishtar
was also worshipped in another city, and we are told
in the mythology that she descended into Hades seek-
ing for one of her goddesses.

Now we come to what | believe is the true origin
of the devil. In the' ancient mythology we read that
Bel Merodac fought a great fight with the dragon
of the abyss. This dragon was cast out and Kkilled,
and Bel Merodac, the chief deity, was triumphant.
Professor Robinson has given me the translation of
several texts from the Babylonish books, and I am
told that in your own museums you have similar
tablets.

Just leaving this part of the subject for a minute
or two, | desire to make this statement It is now
generally admitted, 1| think, by all scholarly theo-
logians that the Pentateuch was not written by
Moses. In fact, we do not know who was the author
of the five books, but it is agreed as certain that they
were written at different periods of time by different
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persons; and there cannot be any doubt about it that
it is largely borrowed, if not in its entirety, parti-
ally from Babylonish legends and fables. The cos-
mogony is the same. Nebuchadnezzar carried away
the Jews captive to Babylon, where they remained
until delivered by Cyrus the Persian. Now mark
I think that the most confident critics will admit that
the first five books of the Bible were not written
until after the time of Ezra, until after the Jews
returned from captivity. To give you some reasons
why Moses could not have written the first five books
of the Bible, and that they were not written at that
period of time, certain things are mentioned that
were not in existence' until long after; certain money
is mentioned which was not coined for hundreds of
years after, and also the death and burial of Moses
himself are recorded.

I have no need to linger longer on this.  The
Jews went into captivity and there they imbibed
many of the teachings, the mythology of the Baby-
lonians. A tablet, I am told, was found some years
ago, and strange to say, it was a money lending
transaction from old Babylon by a firm of persons
with a distinctly Jewish name. The Jews were not
kept in prison, you must remember. There cannot
be any doubt that they married and intermarried
with the Babylonians, and some—perhaps many—
accepted the religion of the Babylonians. However
that may be, there cannot be any doubt that they
carried with them many of the old stories. 1 do
not think there is any one that will come forward
daring enough to say that the Babylonian account
of creation, of the deluge, and many other legends,
which are to be found on tablets now in the British
Museum and other museums, has been borrowed
from the Mosaic account, but there cannot be any
doubt that the Mosiac, quite [possibly the Baby-
lonish account, was gathered from a still more ancient
one, and that more ancient account was from' the
old Chaldsean.

White and Black Magic.

Now, to return to what | was speaking about be-
fore. In ancient Babylon there were certain temples
and shrines to the innumerable gods and goddesses
worshipped there, and the sorcerers were assisted by
certain persons, females, who were supposed to be
able to see the spirits that were round about, and
I believe that these should be called witches; and
when the Bible speaks of witches they are referred
to. The origin, so far as | can trace back in Euro-
pean religion, of the root of the word, “witch,” is
from the old High German; and going back in
the old C'haldsean we have, according to Professor
Robinson, “Wurge,” which means a person who can
see, discern—that is a seer, a clairvoyant, if you like.

On many of the tablets which have come down to
our day we find certain formulas for casting out evil
influences, because they believed that all diseases
were produced by evil spirits. We might say that it
was white and black magic, and I have no doubt
myself that it was so as practised in India to-day.
These witches and wizards, if you like, were called
Shaman. Some people at the present day liken the
spiritual mediums to them, but there is no analogy
between the two in any way. They profess to have
power with them, and | have no doubt that they
were able to congregate with them. It is certain,
however, from the number of incantation tablets,
that the people, one and all, resorted to these Shamans
for their assistance when in any trouble.

In 2200 B.C. there reigned in old Babylon, a king
called Khammurabi. He was a most liberal-minded
monarch, as we should say if he had lived in our
times. He drew up a code of laws, or perhaps he
collected certain laws which were in existence, |
believe, thousands of years before he sat upon the
throne in old Babylon.  He inscribed on a stone
pillar these laws, which were found in our own time
at Susa in Persia, and | wish to draw your atten-
tion to the fact that in the first of these laws there
are certain injunctions, certain threats, certain pun-
ishments, against those who laid spells or curses upon
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their fellows.
R obinson:

“If any man lay a spell on his brother, and it is
an injustice, he who lays the spell on his Lrother
shall be a slave.”

“If a man lay a spell on his brother, and it is un-
just, the one who has the spell laid upon him shall
go to the holy river and he shall plunge in, and if
the holy river preserve him, the spell shall be held
to be an injustice, and the one who has laid the spell
upon him shall be a slave."

Again, among the formulae employed for casting
out the evil Zi we read: “Oh, evil spirit, we conjure
you to pass away from our dwelling, from our bodies;
oh, spirit of the earth and the underworld, oh, evil
one, we conjure thee, do not molest us."

Let me say to you, Signors, that intercourse with
spirits in the flesh, or spirits out of the flesh, that
are evil, must of a necessity bring about a bad,
morally bad, state of things. It is bad for man’s
spiritual condition. And those people in old Babylon
and in old Chaldsea who were constantly communi-
cating with the evil Zi. no doubt, were dominated by
their influence. We know that the ancient Baby-
lonians were a wonderful people, but they were
cruel and bloodthirsty. Just think of the innumer-
able descriptions remaining to our day, and th© bas
reliefs torn from the walls of sites in both Nineveh
and Babylon—flaying men alive, putting out their
eyes, disembowelling, cutting off their 'heads, tor-
turing in every way.

Let me quote to you from Professor

The Jews in Babylon.

Now, there cannot be any doubt that the Jews,
going down into Babylon, would become acquainted
with the practices, and communicate with the evil
Zi, or spirits; they would be aware that it was pos-
sible to do so, and in practising it they would, no
doubt, be dominated, and their spiritual life be
clouded thereby. When they returned from, exile,
then, those practices would go with them. They
placed into the mouth of their God, Yhaveh, those
words which declare that if any of them was found
with a familiar spirit they should be stoned, that
witches should not be suffered to live, that wizards
and necromancers should suffer the customary penalty,
hoping thereby to stamps out the evil practice of
communicating with spirits they had learned in old
Babylon. Yhaveh wks the old tribal god, and as
regards the familiar spirits with whom the Hebrews
were forbidden to communicate, they were the Zi,
or evil spirits, with which the Babylonians communi-
cated.

In conclusion, 1 would like to say to you, my
friends, that there is no injunction against, no pro-
hibition of anyone, communicating with the spirits
of those they loved so well upon the earth plane.
There is no prohibition against you communicating
with your dead mother, as you are pleased to call it,
with your brother or your sister. You loved them
in the earth life, they loved you; they draw nigh
unto you, and their influence, if it be good, will
help you, and | have no doubt that their influence
is good. That there are evil influences abroad to-day,
as there was in old Babylon, you know, and there is a
prohibition to-day, as in days gone by, against com-
municating with evil influences. This is what is re-
ferred to when you are told to “try the spirits.”
Any spirit that would lead you further from truth,
from purity or from God should be rejected: 1 do
not care if he bear the name of Gabriel.

Thel clergy and those who seek tol stop the on-
ward march of truth are continually using the words
and the passages that | have quoted, to deter their
followers from investigating the truth. They are
very inconsistent. Under the old Mosaic law there
were severe penalties for those who broke the Sab-
bath day, and for those who turned to other gods.
For instance, supposing that the wife of your bosom
said, “Well, 1 have been thinking about this matter,
and | believe that there may be other religions as
good as ours,’ it would have been the duty of that
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man to have taken out that woman and have stoned
her to death.

In the code of laws of which I have been speak-
ing, we read that if a man injure his fellow in the
eye, he also shall lose an eye; if a man maim another
by breaking his leg, the leg of the man who broke
the other should also be broken.  Under the old
Mosaic law it was “an eye for an eye, and a tooth
for a tooth.” Here is fresh evidence that they had
borrowed the teachings from the Babylonians, and
their law gatherers, who sought to purify the people,
forbade them from practising necromancy, divina-
tion, seeking unto female spirits, going to witches and
wizards. These prohibitions do not apply to the
present day at all.  You should not communicate,
with evil influences anywhere or at any time, follow-
ing out St. John’s injunction to “try the spirits,”
and see if they be of God. If the truth had been
understood they would not have put to death thous-
ands of old women for being witches they would
never have declared that those who engaged in com-
munications with the spirit world were worthy to be
stoned to death. Ignorance and superstition brings
about a state of spiritual darkness. Knowledge gives
light and liberty, therefore investigate: prove all
things, and hold fast that which is good.

CLOSING PRAYER

We thank Thee because Thy servants of old preached
the word of truth, and it was accompanied with signs
and wonders following. We thank Thee for_ signs and
wonders. They shall demand a sign, and it shall be

iven them. "We ask that they shall profit thereby.

h, may they always remember that Thou dost give
the S|g?]n, that Thou art the One who giveth the spiritual-
ity, the light; and that Thou hast offered life more
ia_fundantly to all Thy creatures. Thou art the sum of
ife.

_The years are fleeting, and these loved ones are get-
ting nearer and nearer to the border land. May their
lives grow brighter, better, as they draw near unto the
unseen. May they be true to each other, and true to
themselves. May they dwell in love, and in peace, and
show the world how to live, and at last be gathered unto
their fathers in joy and in peace.

May the great peace of God, which passeth all under-
standln%, rest and abide with each and every one of
these, Thy sons, now and for evermore. Amen.

IS IT TRUE?

When you hear a cruel word
Like the frost wind biting through,
Stop and think of what you've heard,
Then ask the question: Is it true?

If the evil tongue shall stifle

All remorse, and cry, “They say,”
Ask with scorn, is it a trifle

Thus to steal a hame away?

Stand upon your highest honour,
Let the truth fall like the dew,

But when the evil slander whispers,
Kindly question : Is it true’

Question and demand, not answer
Merely, but the proof without a flaw,
Think of sister, wife, or mother,
Then apply this righteous law.

Evil hearts, like poison marshes,
Breed miasma in the air,

To their cruel words don't listen!
You have loved ones, so beware!

There are those who strike in darkness

Blows which pierce the pure heart through.
Oh, stop the voice of cruel slander

By demanding: Is it true?

“The Publishers' Circular” contains an article on
“Spiritualism and Sir Oliver Lodge.”  The writer
of the article refers to the fact that in three months
over ten thousand copies of “Raymond” were sold.

1918,
GERMANY AND THE WAR.

JUSTICE AND LOVE.

Supplied by Mrs. Eva Harrison.

[The attached contribution was received from Mrs.
Eva Harrison, authoress of “Wireless Messages from
Other Worlds,” “The Story of a Soul's Unfoldment,”
etc., and to whose work in the_circle she conducts in
England reference was made in the December issue
of this _journal. Mrs. Harrison describes what she
has written as “fragments of teachings” received by
the circle.—Ed.]

Now that terms of Peace are being so much dis-
cussed, the following message from Higher States,
given through an entranced sensitive, in our circle,
may be of interest.

Our sensitive told us after her return to conscious-
ness that while the angelic messenger used her body,
she was free from it and was working amongst some
most terrible Spirit people, whose faces and forms
were all distorted with evil and rage. She confessed
that she felt almost terrified at them, and she be-
lieved them to be some of the leaders of the forces
of evil who are guiding much of the German barbarity
and wickedness. They seem to be conscious that
their plans are being foiled, and appeared to be in
a state of reckless frenzy and despair. Undoubtedly,
the message spoken by the angelic visitor was intended
for them as well as for the sitters in our circle. The
voice was stern and powerful, and one intuitively
felt that one was in the presence of one of the pro-
phets of old; every word fell with slow and awful
distinctness:

“The wind is howling through the wilderness, the
land is being laid desolate and bare;

“Joy and gladness are taken from the plentiful
fields.

“They who say that they are mighty for war,
shall be brought low; they shall howl and cry and
their hearts shall become as the hearts of women in
their pain.

“They have striven to bring up the nation in in-
iquity and to water it with blood.

“From them shall every drop of innocent blood be
demanded, yea, for every spot that has been spilt
shall they pay toll.

“They who are filthy and polluted—who are op-
pressors of the weak—their anguish and remorse shall
be as hell-fire—as a snake feeding on the vitals.

“Every pang that has been inflicted shall they
themselves endure. Justice demands it!

“When JUSTICE is satisfied, then shall LOVE
hold out the healing hand, and shall bind up the
broken-hearted with tenderness and compassion.”

On another occasion our seer saw a huge Black
Eagle hanging in space, in a most terrible condition,
all torn and struggling; nerves and muscles seemed
to be twisted and distorted in all directions; it was a
fearful sight to behold. He asked the ministrant who
had been speaking, the meaning of his vision. The
reply came solemnly through the sensitive—

“Emblem of a people at war with you, whose
national existence is at stake. The feathers fly
from the bird. The bird is suffering! The whole
nation suffers! Soon, soon—the—bird—will—be—no
—more.

“RIGHT WILL TRIUMPH OVER MIGHT AND
WRONG; BUT IN THAT TRIUMPH LET THERE!
BE COMPASSION.”

A great wave of compassion seemed to sweep over
the circle; such was the power of the vibrations of
pity and sympathy from the angel world, for that
poor, blinded and misguided nation—Germany. Yet
we know, as another ministrant said, “Her RULERS,
who have plotted and planned this slaughter, are
RESPONSIBLE, and will have to suffer the penalty,
according to the Eternal law.”
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OUR BOY5 BEYOND THE SHADOW
VIEWS OF THREE CLERGYMEN.
CHANCED ATTITUDE TOWARDS DEATH.

OUr attention lias been directed by an esteemed
correspondent to a book recently published in Lon-
don, entitled “Our Boys Beyond the Shadow.” It
contains 18 contributions on the subject by ministers
of different denominations, and is edited by the Rev.
Frederick Hastings. Our correspondent has been
good enough to forward to us copies of extracts from
three of these articles, the writers being the Rev.
R. F. Horton, D.D., the celebrated Congregational
divine, who chooses as his theme, “Rays of Light
from the Father of Lights™; the Rev. Frederic C.
Spurr, formerly the well-known pastor of the Collins,
street Baptist Church, Melbourne, who deals with the
question, “Are OUr Boys Living Beyond the
Shadow?””; and the Rev. Bernard J. Snell, M.A,,
B.Sc., a prominent Congregationalist, who selects as
his subject, “If Only They Had Remained.” Ap-
~ended are the contributions referred to, and it will
be seen at a glance how closelythey approximate to the
teachings of the Spiritual Philosophy as expounded in
the columns of this journal—

Rev. R. F. Horton, D.D.

There is an experience which comes to many people.
Now this experience | try to generalise in
this form. My loved one is gone; death has come
and the loved face must be put away to be seen
no more for ever. But though the visible presence
is withdrawn, the real presence is not. He seems t-0
be nearer than he used to be. He comes into con-
tact with me more strikingly than he used to do,
not to the eye, not to the ear, not through any
of the ordinary means by which I communicate with
people in the flesh, but to the soul, and to that
spiritual life which 1 recognise as my real life.

My beloved one comes clearer, truer, surer than
even in life, to my soul. There is his face con-
fronting me with reassuring smiles; and he comes into
my life just at the point where help is needed, just
where | am in difficulty and perplexity. He comes
and seems actually beside me with the old touch
that used to comfort and the old counsel that used
to decide. There is only this difference about him
now, that whereas when he was alive, he used to
share with me all the perplexities and sorrows and
pains that 1 endured, now, as he comes, he seems
always serene, always victorious, always confident.
So I say he is with me just as Christ is with me. |
do not see Christ, but Christ is with me; 1 do
not hear Him, but He is near.

In the same way, coming as it were in the pen-
umbra of Christ, is my beloved one. 1 do> not see
him, I do not hear him, but he is there. He is
close to me, convincing and carrying to me exactly
the assurance that | want. The more sure 1 am of
Christ, the more sure |1 am of him. The faith in
Christ brings with it the confidence that he whom
I loved, lives and loves and waits for me. We are
close together even now, and death will mean the
rending of the veil and the re-entrance into that ful-
ness of fellowship which is anticipated by his spiritual
nearness to me now.

Rev. Frederic C. Spurr.

It is impossible to do more than hint at a field
of investigation which is more and more occupying
the attention of thoughtful people. It will be suffi-
cient to say that from the earliest times men have
witnessed to experiences of the Beyond. The Bible
is a book of the other world, as well as a book of
this world. From its first page to its last it speaks
of angels, of heavenly visitors, of a sphere beyond
the present. If you eliminate from the pages of the
Bible all that is generally summed up under the word
“Supernatural,” there will be left behind an ex-
tremely commonplace book.
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In modern times, scientific attention has been di-
rected to the whole question of the Beyond. The
Society of Psychical Research has exposed much
trickery and exposed many superstitions, but it has
also established beyond doubt the fact of certain
phenomena of the most amazing character, which can
only be explained on the hypothesis that there exists
a spiritual world. Evidence of this kind, however,
must be always received with the greatest caution,
and | do not press it now. It is sufficient that the
general fact is established, that the “other world”
exists.

More than all this, however, is needed. We need
a personal witness who can speak to us with abso-
lute authority of the Beyond; one who knows that
world, one whose character is above suspicion, one
who is perfect and who- can be followed as an Infallible
Master and Guide. One alone fulfils these conditions
—Jesus Christ, oui' Lord. His witness to the Beyond
is stated thus: “lI came forth from the Father, and |
return unto the Father.” His last word was a commit-
ment of Himself into the hands of His Father. To
Him the realm beyond was a reality. He passed into
it and manifested Himself from, it to as many as
500 persons at once. During 40 days He- gave many
hints as to the kind of life that the world beyond
holds for us. More than this, however, Jesus acts
upon men and women to-day from that world in which
He lives and reigns. He moves upon men, regenerates
them, lifts them, and inspires them. He remains for
ever the Prince of Life.

If the witness of Christ Jesus means nothing to us.

no other witness possibly can. It is not worth our
while to discuss the question of survival if it could
be shown that such an one as Jesus Christ passed
through death, and was never heard of again.
In His own life, He grants to us the assurance that
survival is certain and worthy. His perfect person
ality surviving the change of death is the supreme wit-
ness to the greatness of our own destiny, and to the
fact that our boys who have passed beyond the shadows
are consciously alive.

Rev. Bernard J. Snell, M.A., B.Sc.

One question starts up—" May we pray for the
dead?” | am not prepared to argue it academically;
the only people to whom it matters what the answer
is, are those who feel it in their hearts. And to
such my reply is, you not only may, but you must.
It is an unnatural idea that the validity of prayer
should be destroyed by death. There have
been serious controversies on the subject, but the old
fight cannot be renewed, for we have outgrown such
polemics. If in a bereaved hour there- arises a long-
ing to pray for your own, now lost to sight, there
is no reason to quench it by reason of disputations
long buried. Rest eternal grant to them, O' Lord, and
may perpetual light shine upon them.

4

In the “Sunday Times,” the Rev. R. J. Campbell
states that, in his opinion, personal survival is
fully proved.  “No one, properly acquainted with
the evidence,” he says, “could reasonably deny this,
and it is only because critics of psychic research, or
rather of Spiritualism and its accompaniments, fail
to acquaint themselves with the evidence that they
so frequently pour scorn upon the considered testi-
mony of trained observers of psychic phenomena.”

It is certain that as the knowledge of the facts of
Spiritualism spreads the door between the
seen and the unseen will open much wider.  Despite
the learned caution that abounds, it is impossible to
keep the people outside the doors of spiritual com-
munion and reunion any longer.  And one of the
most pleasing signs of the times is that the great
movement of Spiritualism is so democratic that the
poorest may have this knowledge at their own fire-
side.—From “Constructive Spiritualism,” by W. H.
Evans.
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THE BOYS COME BACK

FALLEN HEROES GREET THEIR FRIENDS.

AND SOME OF THEM ARE PHOTOGRAPHED.

By ESTELLE STEAD.

MISS ESTELLE STEAD.

[Miss Estelle Stead, the gifted daughter of a gifted
father, is here represented in the character of Juliet,
the photograph being taken during her brief career
on the stage. When her brother, who was editing
the “Review of Reviews,” joined the colours, she be-
came his successor in the editorial chair, and is
ably conducting this exceedingly interesting and
informative magazine. She is also an active spirit
among the women munition workers, and carries a
ray of stimulating sunshine wherever she goes.]

“Clinching proof can never come except

the mind be caught unawares. Why? Be-
cause the living self in the unseen must flash
itself on the living self in the seen. What
does this mean? That the screen of the con-
scious mind must be bare of images, so that
the active mind in the unseen can throw
its images on to a clear surface, as on to
a mirror, which reflects! only the objects it
is desired to portray. While the conscious
mind incarnate is active, it is busily pictur-
ing what it desires or others may desire. The
screen of the mind is full of these thought
images, and the images received from us are
blotted and indistinct, confused and dimmed.
Never come to seek advice or help along any
particular lines; it is foredoomed to failure
for the reasons given. We know what is re-
quired, and will always respond when pos-
sible. Commune with us for love of com-
munion, and all other things that love, can
dictate and circumstances will permit shall
be added thereto.—W. T. STEAD.”

[Message received from my father on August 27th, 1917]

One of the most remarkable results of the war
has been the development of what,- for want of a
better expression, 1 will call telegraphic communica-
tions, while postal service has been practically held
up. Short messages from, the “dead,” telling of
arrival, giving assurance that the transmitter is
happy,! and tests of identity are being received daily.
But my experience and the experience of others who
have studied the communications received since the
outbreak of war is that long and concise messages
are of very rare occurrence to-day.

The causes for this may be summed up, as fol-
lows -—
1. The numbers passing over.

2. The conditions around the earth plane.
3. The mental condition of receivers here.

Many of those who have studied communication on
the other side—and it is by no means all who have—
are using the knowledge they had gained, and which
they were using, before the war, to transmit longer
messages for themselves, and to help the newly-ar-
rived to get into touch. It appears to need all their
knowledge and strength to get just a few words of
assurance and comfort through, and when once the
telegraphic message of hope and comfort has been
communicated, little more seems able to be achieved,
save a repetition of that message or of similar short
messages of identification and comfort.

Until the newly-arrived has studied the subtleties
and difficulties of communication for himself and
learned how to manipulate and overcome them, he
will not be able to transmit anything in the way of
a letter or longer message. Even then, having learned
how to communicate himself—and this is a fact which
many on this side who have received these short tele-
graphic messages and tests of identity, seemingly
easily, find difficult to realise and grasp—much de-
pends on the conditions here as to whether, once
transmitted, the message will ever be received, or,
if received, will not be so much altered
and distorted as to be almost unrecognisable as com-
ing from the loved son, father or husband from whom
they long to hear.

Black Darkness Envelops the Earth.

The conditions around the earth plane at present
are terrible. The war is setting up so many clouds
in the mental atmosphere that, according to messages
received from those on the other side, a thick black
darkness envelops the earth as a fog. This has to
be penetrated by those wishing to send messages.
These are guided in their efforts by the lights which
we send out here. From each individual one of us
here emanates light, the force and strength of which
is regulated by our spiritual development and the
strength of the love power within us. Where there
is great love the light is strong and attracts the
loved ones. Where there is spiritual development the
light is also strong and attracts many, and often those
on the other side who are unable to get in touch
with their own people will be able to communicate.
But when there is spiritual development and a strong
bond of love powerful in its unselfishness, then, given
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the right psychic conditions, there will be the clearest
and purest of communications.

These elements seem to be essential if good com-
munications are to be obtained. As my father says
in his message, “Commune with us for love of com-
munion, and all other things that love can dictate
and circumstances will permit shall be added there-
to.” Again and again | have proved, by only too
bitter experience, that if one seeks for a message
along any particular line or with regard to any par-
ticular subject, one is foredoomed to failure; that
love and prayer and patience are needed to bring
about right conditions, and that oftenl when we
least expect it and are not looking for it, the message
which is helpful comes and the advice which we need
is given.

As these, boys and men learn how to establish com-
munication for themselves they in their turn help
the more newly arrived to come into touch with their
loved ones even as they themselves have done. Ray-
mond Lodge, who came so quickly into touch with
his home people after passing over, owing to the fact
that they understood the necessity of giving certain
conditions, has stated, and others whom | know per-
sonally on the Other Side have also told me, that
this is their special work.

One of the most convincing methods of demonstrat-
ing their continued existence, isi by being photo-
graphed. 1 HAVE SEVERAL TIMES SINCE HE
PASSED' ON OBTAINED PHOTOS OF MY
FATHER ON THE SAME PLATE WITH MF
UNDER RIGID TEST CONDITIONS- -on plates
which 1 have never let out of my sight, save for
the few moments they were in the Camera fcr my
photo to be taken. ,

I also lately obtained a splendid photograph of my
brother, who passed over in 1907. He promised me
before | went for the sitting that he would be photo-
graphed instead of father, if he could manage it.
I said nothing of this to the lady who sat with me
for the photo to be taken, or to the photographer.
I put my own marked plate in the slide myself, and
stood by while it was developed. My brother’s face
appears quite as plainly as mine, and has. been recog-
nised by many who knew him in life. He was sel-
dom photographed when here, and certainly never
with his head in exactly the position it is in this
photograph received nine years after his passing.

Celestial Heroes Photographed.

It is only natural that those, who. have passed
over in the war should, when conditions allow, use
this means of establishing their identity, and many
have done so successfully. ONE. CASE OF PAR-
TICULAR INTEREST ISI THAT OF A BOY WHO
WAS BLOWN TO PIECES IN FRANCE LAST
YEAR. His mother wrote in great distress to a
friend in Edinburgh stating that the boy had been
killed. This friend had not seen the boy since his
school days, but being interested in Spiritualism, and
able to get in touch with those on the other side,
she asked her father, who has passed over, if he
thought it -'would be possible for the boy to be
photographed. He said it was doubtful, but they
would do their best. She therefore made arrange-
ments to have a sitting with the Crewe mediums, who
possess this power which enables those, on the other
side to manifest sufficiently to. be photographed.

Two plates were exposed, and on one, beside the
.photo of the lady herself, there is AN UNMISTAK-
ABLE PHOTO OF THE BOY. | have seen it and a
photo taken before the boy went to France, and
there is no mistaking the likeness. She sent the
picture to his parents, who before this had not been
believers in the possibility of communication with
those who have passed on, with the result that they
are now convinced of it and have received several
comforting and assuring messages from their boy.

Another boy was able to establish his identity and
give proof of his continued existence by giving a mess-
age to a medium in New Zealand for his mother
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in England. This is the account sent me by my
friend, Mr. Trolove, of Wellington, New Zealand:—

“Four or five months after the war started a
medium at the circle in Wellington, of which I am
a member, was controlled by some distressed soul
who wanted his mother. He gave his name, and said
his age was twenty-three, and that he had died in
hospital from wounds at Cbmpiegne. He begged
us to write and tell his mother, and gave her name
and address in England. Would we write and tell her
he was happy, and that all was well with him? |
wrote, a.nd got a reply by return mail, acknowledging
the facts, and thanking mei for the message."

I have in my possession a letter from the boy's
mother, confirming Mr. Trolove’s statement.

At the W. T. Stead Bureau WE HAVE SEEN
MANY REUNIONS. This bureau was opened, a few
weeks before the war, at the instigation of those on
the other side, in order that, we now realise, it
might be ready to help those who would be cast into
mourning and despair through the war. The aims of
the W. T. Stead Bureau are the same as those of
Julias Bureau, founded by my father in 909,
and closed after his passing in 1912, and which he
set forth as follows—

“It is not established to. solve scientific problems,
nor for the purpose of psychical research. Its one
and only object is to help those who mourn to com-
municate with their loved ones who have passed onto
another world, to heal broken hearts, to comfort
Rachel mourning for her children, to bring sure and
certain knowledge of immortality to light by restor-
ing communication between death-divided friends and
relatives.”

The Persistency of ““The Boys”

Here at our weekly meetings many a boy on the
other side has had just the opportunity to find the
conditions for which he has been longing, to make
his presence known to those mourning him here. It
may not be that the actual person with whom he
especially wishes to come in touch is present; it may
be a friend, it may be a distant relation. THE BOYS
WILL. INSIST ON BEING DESCRIBED AGAIN
AND AGAIN, AND BRING RELATIVES AND
FRIENDS WHO HAVE PASSED OVER TO BE
DESCRIBED ALSO, UNTIL THEY HAVE BEEN
RECOGNISED AND HAVE OBTAINED A PRO-
MISE THAT A MESSAGE WILL. BE CON-
VEYED, IF POSSIBLE, IN ORDER TO BRING
ABOUT CONDITIONS SO THAT THEY MAY
BE ABLE TO GIVE DIRECT EVIDENCE. TO
THEIR DEAR ONES.

Up to the present I have spoken of those who
have been able to establish their identity and come
into touch with their beloved ones on this side. These
are the fortunate ones, but there are hundreds who
are not able to bring about the right conditions.
Many have to watch their dear ones, mourning them
as dead, and are able to give no sign. But not only
for this reason is it so very essential that those who
have realised this truth and who have had it demon-
strated to them by their friends on the other side
should make it known whenever opportunity occurs,
but because it makes: so much difference to those
who are passing on if they know something of it.
Many in passing to the Spirit World do not realise
where they are, or what has happened. The only
heaven they know about—if they know about it at
all—is the one they have been taught about as chil-
dren, and they are not able to grasp the fact that
they have cast off their mortal bodies. They are as
in a dream, not knowing where they are., trying to
fight on and not understanding why their comrades
do not notice them, and are unable to realise what
it all means.

We are often told by those on the other side that
LOVING THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS SENT
OUT FROM THIS SIDE ARE OF ENORMOUS
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HELP, in that they concentrate power which en-
ables the bands of spirit people working in the battle-
fields to break down this condition and bring realisa-
tion of the truth of life after death to those, who
pass over in ignorance. It is only when they them-
sielves desire to learn that they progress, and it is
in creating this desire that our loving thoughts and
prayers are so helpful, and that the ministering spirits
are able to come to them and to teach them the laws
of the Spirit World. As they learn and progress their
spirit body becomes finer and finer, and they are
able to realise more and more fullv the glory and
beauty of the Spirit World, about which they can
tell us so little. For to understand we must be
able to compare, as my brother wrote when my
father expressed his disappointment that he could
tell him so little of the life he was living
“When | think of the ideas that | had of
the life 1 am now living, when | was in the
world in which you are, I marvel at the hope-
less inadequacy of my dreams. The reality is
so much, so very much greater, than ever I
imagined. You and | and all the people that
on earth do dwell are too apt to imagine this
life as only an extension of the old life. Every-
thing is to be as it is, only more so. But every-
thing is not as it was. It is a new life, the
nature of which you .cannot understand, al-
though it is possible to explain something of
it by analogy. Imagine yourself a caterpillar on
a cabbage leaf. ‘Things will be better on be-
fore you,” you say to the caterpillar. But what
does ‘better’ mean to the caterpillar? More cab-
bages, ever more cabbage, and ever cabbages;
more sunshine, less rain, and no hungry birds
to eat you up. All caterpillary ideas limited
by the sensations and aspirations of a cabbage

world. After a time the caterpillar becomes a

butterfly. But how can the butterfly explain to

the caterpillars the condition of his new life,
the buoyancy of flight, the joy of love, the sweet-
ness of the honey-flowers? These essentials of
the new existence are incapable of being ex-
plained to the caterpillar mind, for the vocabu-
lary of the cabbage would contain no words cap-
able of conveying concepts entirely alien to the
caterpillar’s senses.  So it is with me. 1 tell
you it is better on before you, always, and far
better than 1 ever dreamed of. But when |
come down to tell you wherein the betterness
consists | feel like the butterfly sitting by the
caterpillar and endeavouring to explain what
sight is, what light is, what flight is, wherein
lies the joy of love.”

Sweet Peace in Sight.

Often people will say to me, “you seem to be so
in touch with your father; can't he tell you some-
thing definite about the end of the war?” He has
told me many interesting things in connection with
the war, but from what he says, it is impossible for
him to see very far ahead. He foretold thei great
change in Russia some while before it happened. He
has once or twice spoken of the work being done
on their side in connection with the eventual settle-

ment, but says he is too much in the war
conditions to be above and to be able to
see exactly when the end will be. He
often speaks of the great difficulty of get-

ting sufficiently “into tune,” because of the present
conditions around the earth plane to talk on the
war, or even general matters at any length. But
he can see the light of Peace growing clearer and
nearer, andgivesthis message of hope for the future:

“THE EARTH IS NOW COVERED WITH
BLACK CLOUD'S, AND IS A PLACElI OF WEARI-
NESS AND SADNESS, BUT THE. TIME IS
COMING WHEN IT WILL BE AN EARTH OF
JOY AND GLADNESS. WElI SEE' SWEET
PEACE. MORE LIGHT, MORE LIGHT WILL
COME TILL THE TWO WORLDS BLEND
INTO ONE.”

FEBRUARY 1, 1918

A BIRDS NESTINC TES8T.

New Zealand Hero Sends Striking Message to
His Mother.

Our New Zealand contributor, who writes under
the nom-de-plume of “Simeon,” and an article from
whose pen appeared in the January issue of this
journal—in which he jubilantly declared that he had
established indisputable communication with his sol-
dier son, who was: “killed” on the Somme, in Sep-
tember, 1916—has forwarded to ua what appears to
be a very good test of identity given by his soldier
boy. About six months after he passed away, he
purported to speak to Mr. A------ through the or-
ganism of Mrs. A----- , both of whom, it should be
explained, were known to the lad before he left for
the war.

“Do you remember the last time we met?” said
the communicant to Mr. A----- . “You spoke to me in
the Garden, near the Boys' High School. 1 was
having my lunch, and the war was not then thought
of.”
confirms the truth of this statement,
and then proceeds to relate much more striking com-
ments made by the boy.

“Will you convey my love to father and
mother, and my brothers—thank God they have
not gone to the war. Tell my dear mother not
to hold any fanciful ideas of me, or to believe
every so-called message she may receive. Tell
her 1 owe her all that is best in me, for she is
brave and good, and I would do anything pos-
sible to smooth her path in life. TELL HER
ONE PARTICULAR THING THAT WILL
ASSURE HER OF MY PRESENCE—tell her
that the day she prevented me from going out
birds' nesting, and took so much trouble to in-
struct us in the right, 1 decided always to try
to do what was right. Tell her the recollection
of the little anecdote she told us always haunted
me. Tell her 1 have not gone to any restful
spiritual home yet, and probably will not till the
war ends. Tell her | cannot be a shirker in
the body or out of it, but having been trained
with many good comrades to do my duty, | try
to do it still, and if 1 were permitted | could
tell you so much we do to help those still fight-
ing—much that is sanctioned and assisted, too,
by others higher than ourselves, but I dare not
stay. Tell mother that 1 was quite suddenly
shot out of my body, and felt no pain what-
ever, and thanks to the insight 1 had received
through my parents, and you, and others, |
simply folded my arms and had a good look at my
body, and thought, ‘Well, is that all'" 1 could
not wrench myself away from the body imme-
diately, and accompanied it when carried off
by stretcher-bearers to the dressing station, be-
cause the body was not quite dead, but I felt no
pain. How long it was before | lost the con-
sciousness of my material body | cannot say, but
the freedom 1 now feel, and the active part I
am taking in what occupied me so much before
death is my duty, and it seems natural and
right. Besides, Mr. A——, there are many
pledges my comrades and | made to each other
in the face of death, which are sacred, and must
be kept, if possible. But I cannot stop now.

Good-bye, Mr. A----- , good-bye. 1 am so de-
lighted to have spoken to you. Tell father and
mother they need have no regrets, and that

my present activities are more valuable and quite
as natural as when 1 was in the flesh, and they
will know it is the right and proper course till
time changes affairs. Good-bye.”

With regard to the birds’ nesting incident, our corre-
pondent writes—“This ONE PARTICULAR THING
does assure his mother of his presence, because it was
one of those things ONLY KNOWN TO THE BOY
AND HERSELF. Nothing concerning the incident
could possibly have been in the mind of either Mr.
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A—— or the medium, and this is why he emphasised
the sending of it through to his mother. Some years
ago the lad spoke of going birds' nesting, and his
mother impressed upon him how cruel it was to
break down the home so carefully prepared by the
parents for their young, illustrating, in story form,
the tragedy of some great giant coming and ruth-
lessly smashing up her home, and destroying her
children.”

It is “trifles” of this character, as Sir Oliver Lodge
emphasises, which are so valuable in accumulating
evidence of identity, and seeing that the circum-
stance was known only to the mother and her boy,
the item becomes somewhat impressive from, the evi-
dential point of view. It may be of interest to
add that twice during the interview the boy ap-
peared to be told by the guide that “he must not
stay long,” and on each occasion he gave the ordinary
military salute, and replied, “Yes, Sir!” This con-
versation took place six months after the lad’s death.
Since then, he has frequently communicated in the
home circle, and is still, in a very real sense, “one
of the family !”

SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY IN THE CHURCH

We have from time to time directed attention to
the growing tendency in the Motherland for the
teachings of the Spiritual Philosophy to be expounded
from within the Churches—notably the Church of
England.  The latest instance brought under our
notice is contained in a short article published in
“Excelsior,” the Burton Wood Parish magazine,
edited by the Vicar, the Rev. A. M. Mitchell, M.A.
This is what he writes:—

Few of us, nominal Christians, realise the spiritual
for this reason—we are not concerned about it, if we
are not altogether indifferent. “To visualise” involves
too much effort, too much *fag.” To successful
visualising of the spiritual at least two things are
necessary.

1. Firm, unfaltering faith in the existence of the
Unseen, that it is a living and bright reality VERY
CLOSE AT HAND—a world which surrounds), en-
circles, envelops this “terrestrial ball,” a life super-
natural which interpenetrates the natural. The all-
embracing ether, earth’s immense envelope through
which the vibration of light, heat and electric action
are propagated, is said to be the world invisible in
which rejoice the discarnate spirits, the happy ones
delivered from the burden of the flesh.

2. Effort to live in the spiritual world, to think
in it, to speak and act from out of it. We are
spiritual beings, “trailing clouds of glory do we come
from God Who is our Home.” To speak correctly
as to myself, 1 should say, “I am spirit,” “l have a
body.” “l am” is spiritual, “l have” is physical.
For purposes of evolution-—evolution of the Divine
within us—the “l am” has taken to it a material
body and clothed itself in a robe of human flesh.

The daily effort to grip the Unseen World, if it ex.
tends over a few brief moments only, will result in
visualising a vast-, beautiful, eternal world; a joyous
life of fellowship and peace will rise upon our view ;
we shall feel how truly we belong to that Other
World and Other Side of Life whilst our sphere of
action is for the time being on this, the Earth Side
of our being.

It is in our power so to) visualise the spiritual that
the things which belong to it become the great, the
only realities; the things which are seen compara-
tively of little worth. Concentration of thought,
affections, will, on the spiritual world, spiritual things,
spiritual beings will cause “the ether world” to vibrate
for us with light and heat and spiritual power.

@

What is all this stress and struggle, worry and tor-
ment of the individual for in this life? It is t
live in a fine mansion, to have lovely clothes, to en-
joy the arts, sciences and refinements of the world.
Very few attain these things here, but all can more
than have them in the Beyond—provided they cul-
tivate the Good Thoughts that create them.
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SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE.

Christianity must Change or Perish.

Although he has given attention to Spiritualistic
phenomena for the past thirty years, it is only in
recent times that Sir Arthur Conan Doyle has seri-
ously studied them, and arrived at certain definite
conclusions, which he is now proclaiming to the world.
Like Sir Oliver Lodge, he frequently delivers ad-
dresses on the subject, and in speaking at Bradford
recently, traced his career as a more or less dilettante
inquirer until the outbreak of the war compelled him
to look more closely into the matter.

“When the war came,” he continued, “it brought
earnestness into all our souls and made us look more
closely at our own -beliefs and reassess their values.
In the presence of an agonised world, hearing every
day of the deaths of the flower of our race in the
first promise of the unfulfilled youth, seeing around
us wives and mothers who had no clear conception
whither their loved ones had gone, 1 seemed suddenly
to see that this subject, with which I had so long
dallied, was not merely a study of a force outside the
rules of science, but that it was really something
tremendous, A BREAKING DOWN OF THE
WALLS BETWEEN TWO' WORLDS', A DI-
RECT, UNDENIABLE MESSAGE, FROM BE-
YOND, A CALL OF HOPE AND OF GUID-
ANCE TO THE HUMAN RACE AT THE TIME
OF ITS GREATEST AFFLICTION. The objective
side of it ceased to interest me, for, having made up
my mind that it was true, there was an end of the
matter. The religious side of it | saw to be of
infinitely greater importance, A new revelation
seemed to me to be in course of delivery to the
human race, though liow far it was still in what |
might call the John-the-Baptist stage, and how far
some greater fullness and clearness might be expected
hereafter was more than | or any man could say.
My point was that the -physical phenomena, which
had been proved up to the hilt for all who cared
to examine the evidence, were really of no account,
and that their real value consisted in the fact that
they supported and gave objective reality to an im-
mense body of knowledge which deeply modify pre-
vious religious views, and must, when understood and
digested, make religion a very real thing, no longer a
matter of faith, but a matter of actual experience and
fact.”

Discussing the question of how psychical research
bore upon the older organised religions and philoso
phies, Sir Arthur said that to only one of these religi-
ons or philosophies was this new religion absolutely
fatal; that was to his own old creed of Materialism. It
must be obvious, he continued, that CHRISTI-
ANITY MUST CHANGE OR PERISH. Christi-
anity had deferred the change very long. She had
deferred it until her churches were half empty, until
women were her chief supporters, and until both
the learned part of the community on the one hand
and the poorest class on the other, both in town and
country, were largely alienated from her. People
were alienated because they frankly did not believe
the facts as presented to them to be true. Their
reason and their sense of justice were equally of-
fended. If there was no fall of man (and all the
evidence was that from the beginning man had been
on the ascent), what became of a large part of Chris-
tian philosophy? As for the death of Christ, it was
no uncommon thing for a man to lay down his life
for others. Our boys were doing it every day in
France. Every religion had its martyrs, and the
death of Christ, beautiful as it was in the Gospel
narrative, seemed to assume undue importance. IN
HIS OPINION, FAR TOO MUCH STRESS HAD
BEEN LAID ON THE DEATH OF CHRIST, AND
FAR TOO LITTLE ON HIS LIFE.

We deal with this concluding sentence in our Edi-
torial columns in this issue.
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THE ETHEREAL BODY.
WHY WE DO NOT SEE IT.
By Lilian Whiting.

In the October number of “The Harbinger of
Light,” the Rev. E, Sherwood Gunson, M.A., of
New Monkland, Scotland, is quoted as saying (in a
most able and inspiring discourse) that, if we do
not see our friends in the ethereal realm, who are
so much about us, it is “because of our materialism.”

Is there not, rather, a scientific than a spiritual
reason? Is it not simply that the physical eye can-
not register so high a degree of vibration as that
of the ethereal body?

Now, for illustration, let me note an incident
under my own observation. At a lecture given be-
fore the Lowell Institute in Boston, some years ago,
some experiments were being shown with a revolv-
ing disc that was on the table. 1 sat in front of it
and quite near. The lecturer was standing at a
little distance from the table, too far away to touch
it without moving. All at once the disc, which I
had seen rapidly revolving a moment before, dis-
appeared from my sight.  No one had approached
the table. No one could have touched it. But where
had it gone? Mentally questioning in this bewilder-
ment, suddenly it flashed into sight again. What
jhad happened? Simply that the revolutions had
become too rapid for my eye to register, and thus it
totally disappeared from my vision. As the rate ol
its revolving vibration slowed down, the vibrations
were within the power of my eye to register, and it
was thus visible again.

Have we not here the analogy? At that moment
it flashed on me that here was the actual demon-
stration of the reason we do not see our friends
who are in the ethereal body. Its vibrations are too
high for the physical eye to register.

Mr. Gunson may say that this is, itself, a con-
firmation of his words that our failure to see is
“because of our materialism,” and that the clair-
voyant DOES see. This is true; and if we all had
clairvoyant sight we should be less in “materialism”
than we now are. Yet, it is also true that while
clairvoyance is surely an attribute of the higher de-
velopment, it is not INVARIABLY accom-
panied by spirituality of life; and that spirituality,
in a very high degree, is NOT INVARIABLY, by
any means, attended by clairvoyance.

The Larger Life Coming.

In a book of my own, “The Adventure Beautiful”
(published in the September of this 1917 by Little,
Brown and Co., Boston, U.S.A.), | have endeavoured
to suggest how Science is constantly extending the
range of knowledge into the immaterial world. The
realms beyond the senses are being increasingly ex-
plored. For close at hand, an atmosphere in which
we are immersed, and in which we live, is an in-
finite and wonderful world, which the hand cannot
touch, nor the eye see, nor can aught that is audible
in it be heard by the human ear. It is a realm of
higher vibrations. Now, through the development
of man’s latent (super-normal) faculties, he will, in
time, lay hold of this world. He will enter into
relations with it, and will thus infinitely extend the
capacities of his present life. The development of
the super-normal powers will transform the present
environment of man by affording him access to
these super-normal planes.

The “Adventure Beautiful” is not the mere- event
of the change we call death; it is life; Life Im-
mortal, Eternal, Abounding! The withdrawal from
the physical body (the spiritual withdrawing from
this outer, visible case, as one withdraws his hand
from a glove), is simply the entrance on this wider
range of activities in the ethereal realm.

Too largely has the Spiritual Philosophy—the
Spiritualists' Philosophy—been regarded by its non-
adherents, as (merely standing for the conviction
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of communication between the two realms of the
Seen and the Unseen. Including this, it stands for
far more. It stands for the larger spiritual develop-
ment of life here and now. For there is no develop-
ment that does not extend into the higher ethereal
realm that is around us, interpenetrated with our
own, and corresponding to the higher development of
man's faculties and nature. The spiritual man, tem-
porarily encased in, and manifesting himself through
the physical organism., is related to all this ethereal
environment as is the physical body to the physical
environment. For we live a twofold life, constantly.

The chief value of any conscious and intelligent
communication that may be established between those
in the Seen, and those, in the Unseen, lies, not in the
mere fact of the communication between the two dif-
ferent conditions, interesting and important as that
is, it lies in the larger relatedness of life. It lies in
a new attitude toward life itself. It lies in recog-
nising the absolutely unbroken continuity of con-
sciousness by the- changje we call death. Because
this conviction reacts upon the work, the aspira-
tions, the efforts, the achievements, of every hour
and every day. For if the incompleteness of the life
on earth, the tenure of life limited to the physical
realm, were a finality, if death meant some mysteri-
ous transition to- uncomprehended conditions (condi-
tions bearing no evolutionary relations to the condi-
tions and development on earth) then, whether one
achieved a little more or a little, less, while here,
would hardly matter. For if that which one accom-
plishes to-day is definitely terminated by his going
to sleep at night, and if, on waking, he is to find
himself in a totally different environment, where
his work of yesterday is of no consequence, because
not at all related to this environment, why, the con-
clusion is obvious. It would largely discount the
advantage of any order of achievement to-day. If
my work to-day must be left unfinished at night, and
I am never to take it up again, what use is there
in beginning it at all?

But if that which the man achieved yesterday is
in unbroken continuity of his continuing it, day
after day, with, the intervals of sleep; if he pro-
ceeds in a constantly unbroken line to further and
still further completion and larger devolpment of
his specific effort, why, there becomes coherent mean-
ing and value in the work of each day.

Therefore, it is all a question of Life—Life Eternal.
The sojourn on earth initiates conditions and signifi-
cances that persist. Eternity is not a definite and
mysterious state that we enter upon by this change
we call death. The present is part and parcel of
eternity.

The Reality of the Unseen.

The reality of the Unseen realms that lie beyond
the recognition of the senses may be made manifest
and actually demonstrated in laboratory experiments.
Science demonstrates the existence, of some forty-
six octaves of vibration of which the physical senses
give no report, and of which they take no cognis-
ance. Beyond the definite limit of the perception of
the senses, begins the super-physical realm.  Man
need not wait for the liberation of his withdrawal
from the physical body to enter on the exploration
of the super-physical ‘realm. His super-normal
senses are in correspondence with this realm. Mar-
vels of light, of sound, of new sensations, of won-
derful significances, begin in thia realm of the
super-physical. Here are infinite resources as un-
known to the present, world as were our modern
applications of electric power to Franklin when he
brought down the spark by his kite. These, as yet,
unmapped and unexplored stores of energy are de-
stined to create as great changes in the future as
those changes brought about by the invention of
printing, the discovery of steam as a power, or by the
telegraph, the telephone, or by wireless telegraphy.

The secrets of the universe are to be increasingly
wrested from Nature and harnessed to the service
of man. The entire history of civilisation, indeed,
is the history of man’s conquest of Nature. Man,
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made in the divine image, holds sway and supremacy
over conditions. Beyond the incalculable power of
electricity, is the infinitely more incalculable power
of thought. As man advances, this power will be
that which will be in ultimate use for all purposes
within the range of applied force.

My new book ("The Adventure Beautiful”) es-
says to expand this philosophy of the absolute con-
tinuity of life through nine chapters, entitled: “The
Adventure Beautiful,” “The Reality of the Unseen,"”
“Twenty Years in Retrospect,” “Some Psychical Ex-
periences,” “Powers of the Ethereal Body,” “The
Nature of the Ethereal World,” “Creative Agencies
of the Spiritual Life,” “Make Room for Happiness,”
“Also the Holy Ghost, the Comforter.”

How valuable to life and progress is the ministry
of such a clergyman as Mr. Gunson—one who gives
his hearers and readers the high and vital spiritual
truths. Were such ministry universal, life on earth
would be transformed.

“The Brunswick,” Boston, U.S.A.

OH, POOR SICK WORLD.
By Ella Wheeler Wilcox.

Lord of all the Universe, when | think of YOU,
Flinging stars out into space, moving suns and
tides;
Then this little mortal mind gets the larger view,
And the carping soul of me runs away and hides.

Then | see all shadowed paths, leading out to Light
See the false things fade away, leaving but the
True;
See the wrong things slay themselves, leaving only
Right;
When this little mortal mind gets the larger view
Cavillings of this and that, censure, doubt and fear,
Fly as fly before the dawn, insects of the night;
Life Iand death are understood; everything seems
clear,
All the wrong things slay themselves, leaving only
Right.

The World has walked with fever in its veins
For many and many a day. Oh, poor sick World |
Not knowing all its dreams of greed and gain

Of selfish conquest and possession, were
Disordered visions of a brain diseased.

Now the world’s malady is at its height

And there is foul contagion in its breath.

It raves of death and slaughter; and the stars
Shake with reverberations of its cries,

And the sad seas are troubled and submerged.

So must it rave—this sick and suffering world—

Until the old secretions in its blood

Are emptied out and purged away by war;

And the deep-seated cankers of the mind

Begin the healing process. Then a calm

Shall come upon the earth; and that loved word
PEACE, shall be understood from shore to shore.

Shriek on, mad World! The Great Physician sits
Serenely conscious of the coming change,
Nor seeks to check the fever; it must run
Until its course is finished. He can wait.

He feels but pity for His ailing charge—

Not blame or anger. And He knows the hour
Will surely dawn when that sick child shall wake
Free from all frenzied fancies,, and shall turn
Clear-seeing eyes upon the face of God.

In His vast Solar Systems Jle has seen
So many other Worlds delirious.
Lord of all the Universe, when 1 think of YOU,
Then this little mortal mind gets the larger view.
Then 1 see all shadowed paths leading into Light,
Where the wrong things slay themselves, leaving only
Right.

Oh, poor sick World!

—“WORLD VOICES.”

1918. 35
UNEDUCATED SPEAKERS.

CRITICISM BY DR. PEEBLES.

The National Spiritualist Association of America
recently held its annual Convention, at which a re-
port was read from Dr. Peebles, and it will be seen
from the subjoined extracts that this Grand Old Man
of Spiritualism, who is now in his 96th year, is as
virile and outspoken as ever .—

“The Annual Convention of the California State
Spiritualist Association closed their labours last Sun-
day evening, and the large theatre in which it was
held was literally packed. The aim and the services
of the sessions were highly educational and practical.

“Conversing with a number of delegates during this
State Convention, the inquiry was , strenuously
broached: ‘What does our blessed Cause need most?'
One answered, ‘More genuine mediums; another
said, ‘Good chapels and splendid music.  All of
which is admirable and spiritually uplifting, but in
our opinion, the thing most needed is education—a
good, sound, literary education.

“In one of the Convention services, the person in-
vited to lead in prayer commenced : ‘Infinite intelli-
gence, and, oh, thou Angels of Wisdom and Love.
This person seemingly did not know the difference
between thou and ‘ye.” If the angels ciare nothing
about grammar, Americans do. How many cultured
speakers and mediums come out yearly from the
Morris Pratt Institute to become workers in the broad
field of Spiritualism, taking up the places of those
old heroes who are about to lay down their burdens
and cross the crystal river—Death?

“Evidently, there are upon our platforms' to-day,
speakers and mediums, that do not know, or do not
discriminate, between the words religion and theology ;
prayer and invocation; between facts and truths; be-
tween memory and recollection; between conscious-
ness and intuition; between Jesus and The Christ;
and between Spiritism and Spirit-ual-ism.

“Sincerely do | desire to live bodily till these mul-
titudes of Spiritualists can agree upon something
more than the bare fact that Spirit Intelligences
can, and do, communicate with mortals:—a fact as
old as China, India, and the ancient Hebrews. For
Spiritualism, in its broadest sense, is the philosophy
of life. In it lies all the potency, and the promise
of all that is uplifting.

“While spiritual intercourse is a clearly demon-
strated truth; and while, as friend Longley sings,
‘There is only a thin veil between us’: there are mil-
lions of ignorant spirits—millions, including those
ruthlessly murdered in the savage wars of Europe
and Asia, that require education—education, intel-
lectual, moral and spiritual. Death is no saviour.
Nor does it transform savages into saints, nor egotis-
tical semi-idiots into philosophers. Death, is but a
gateway.

“Reason, Reason, in connection with intuition and
the moral conscience, is the trustworthy guide. The
majority of Spiritualists do not read Spiritualist
literature—they prefer novels: and picture shows. And
yet they should be competent and highly qualified
teachers, to be instrumental in the building up' of
this magnificent Temple termed Spiritualism.

“REAL SPIRITUALISTS ARE. RELIGIOUS.
They have passed the highlands of Faith, and are
now summering in the beatific realms of Realisation.
Millions of Spiritualists that now grace this wide
world are noted for their intelligence, their scientific
knowledge, their moral integrity, and their practical
characteristics.  So, with all those things to our
credit, let us look forward to a year of progress and
advancement along harmonial lines, such as we have
never before witnessed. And let our watchword be,
“Onward, ever onward.”
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MEDIUMS IN NEW ZEALAND.

A PLEA FOR SUPERVISION.

By C. Barham Morris, Christchurch.

In the history of all great social and religious
movements there are periods of difficulty and op-
pression caused by lack of understanding and per-
secution ; and it seems as if these were necessary for
their advancement and progress. Modern Spiri-
tualism is no exception to this law of vicissitudes, as
those who have watched the course of the move-
ment during the last half century can, bear witness
I am at present concerned more particularly with
the recent happenings in New Zealand, and shall
confine my remarks to these alone-.

Account-s of isolated prosecutions by the police of
palmists and fortune-tellers have cropped up now
and again in the columns of our newspapers, but
nothing like the present wholesale attack on mediums
can be remembered as having occurred before, and
one wonders what can be the nature of the incentive
which impels “the men in blue" to take such in-
terest in our concerns?  No one doubts that a dead
set is being made against mediumship, and no one
who has obtained a grip of the nature and philo-
sophy of modern spiritualistic manifestations, can
doubt that lasting good will come out of our troubles.
We are paying the penalty of want of proper orga-
nisation, for lack of interest on the part of those who
profess belief and attachment to psychic communion,
and a careless disregard of qualification in the selec-
tion of Sensitives and Officials.

It will be readily acknowledged that the great
majority of professional mediums who follow the
occupation of divination are destitute, or nearly so,
of any real psychic gifts; and make a practice of
systematically imposing on the credulous part of the
community. That these people are being swept away
and prevented from carrying on their fraudulent oc-
cupation is a matter for congratulation, and the
authorities should receive all assistance that true
Spiritualists can give in getting rid of these harpies;
but, on the other hand, it is only just- that genuine
mediums should be protected to" the uttermost ex-
tent, not only by Spiritualists themselves, but by the
Government.  In making this demand nothing more
is claimed than the concessions willingly granted to
all other religious denominations under the British
flag.

9I'he National Association of Spiritualists', which
was formed some years ago for the better organisa-
tion and consolidation of the movement, lin this
country, has miserably failed to accomplish its ob-
jects, with the natural result, that, while some of
the churches are seceding from their allegiance,
others have continued to have nothing to do with
the governing body. It is more particularly in the
matter of selection and protection of its certificated
mediums, that the N.A.S. is now attracting unfav-
ourable criticism. It is only reasonable to expect
that due care would be exercised in granting certi-
ficates.  This is one of the chief functions of the
Board of Management, and it was emphasised at the
last Conference held in Wellington about nine
months ago. A medium, however, holding a
National certificate, and at present occupying the
platform of one of our churches, has expressed the
following sentimentalThat a pieces of coal given by
the medium to a destitute and forlorn man, had
the effect, when carried in his pocket, of procuring
him a lucrative occupation and made him prosper-
ous. That a piece of agate set in a bracket above
the platform of the church, had the power of driving
evil spirits away. That scarlet neckties, made from
Irish poplin, would bring good luck, and so forth,
and so on

Silly piffle of this nature has resulted in dragging
the highest and most inspiring profession known to
modern man in the dust of one of our largest New
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Zealand cities. The question may be asked if Spirit-
ualism is to be degraded to the level of the African
juju man and witch-doctor, whether it would not
be better to abolish it altogether? What would be
the attitude of Sir Wm. Crookes, Sir Oliver Lodge,
Sir Wm. Barrett, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Profes-
sor Larkin, Mr. Cromwell Varley, Professor Lom-
broso and Professor Bichet to the promulgation of
this sort of thing? In permitting this class of non-
sense on our platforms, are we appealing to the en-
lightened men and women in our midst whose help we
need, or only to the degraded and ignorant who
cannot assist the movement and are in danger of
being led by it to lower depths of superstition?

The Primary Essentials of Mediumship.

Qualifications and characters of registered mediums
are matters of primary importance, and it- is not
overestimating their influence if we blame the
majority of those credited with psychic gifts, as the
fundamental cause of most of our troubles. The
whole censure should not, however, be laid at their
doors; Spiritualists are not earnest enough in their
professions. Many do not seek membership with any
church or society, they have not the courage of
their convictions, and shrink from the publicity that
this step involves. The trouble does not stop here.
Even those who do join take little interest in the
proper management of church affairs. The writer
knows of a case where the annual meeting of one such
body produced an attendance of a dozen members,
who proceeded to solemnly elect each other as office-
bearers and committee! How are we to expect
either the Government, or the public, to take us
seriously, or recognise us as a religious body, so long
as this chaotic condition of things continue to exist?

Matters reached a climax recently when our
leading and best-known psychic, Mr. John Page, was
prosecuted and fined in the Police Court at Welling-
ton for fortune-telling. All those Spiritualists who
know this medium in New Zealand and are ac-
quainted with his powerful gifts of trance oratory,
his sincerity of purpose, and his contempt for deceit
and humbug, can realise the absurdity of classing
him with the transparent cheat and impudent char-
latan who usually finds his or her way before a
magistrate for this class of offence. Probably he
was selected on account of his high-standing amongst
us, as a test of the law's capacity in dealing with
such cases, much in the same way as an individual
will select the stoutest stick or strongest rope, to
stand a momentous trial; and although Mr. Page
was defended by Sir John Findlay it was of no avail.

We thus find ourselves faced with a problem: The
magistrates declare that they have nothing to do
with our religious beliefs, but they object to our
mediums giving sittings which cover tests, advice,
and comfort, to enquirers in private. That these
things are of vital importance to the church, inas-
much as new converts are obtained chiefly in this
way, counts for nought, and the fact that a medium
is forced to make a small charge to recompense him
for his time, and help him to eke out a living, is
seized upon as a reason for suspicions of fraud.
Something must be done to meet the emergency, and
the real purport of this! letter is at last reached.
In placing these suggestions before the New Zealand
readers of “The Harbinger of Light” I sincerely
hope that they will give them not only their hearty
approval, but take practical steps to bring them
about.

These proposals are as follow:—

1. For all psychological churches and societies
to send delegates to attend a conference at
Wellington.

2. That this meeting nominate a Board qualified
to issue certificates to competent psychics.

3. That a large deputation be appointed of
representatives to wait on the Prime Minis-
ter and Minister of Justice, with a request
for full recognition of our religious views
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and rights, including the protection of certi-
ficated mediums from police interference in
the discharge of their duties.

If this is done there is every reason to be con-
fident of the result. Whatever else his enemies may
say about him, they must admit that Mr. Massey
has always been a just man. Too much time has
been lost already, and to postpone consideration
until the N.A.S. conference next Easter—which, by
the way, is to be held in Dunedin—as has been sug-
gested, would be egregious folly. It must be remem-
bered that the National Association is not a thor-
oughly representative body, and its delegates could
hardly travel from Dunedin to Wellington to inter-
view the ministers. Let us, therefore, make a united
effort and not sit down with flaccid hands and senile
submission, to be obliterated by obsolete enactment?
which were originally introduced by crafty sacer-
dotal bigotry.

REPLIES TO CORRESPONDENTS.

We have received a number of letters expressing
appreciation of the Christmas Consolation Number
of “The Harbinger of Light,” and enclosing remit-
tances requesting us to forward copies of the issue to
parents and others bereaved by the war. All these
orders were promptly executed, the names and ad-
dresses being obtained from the newspapers. We
have still some copies on hand if any others of our
readers desire to engage in the effort to lighten the
burden of the distressed.

E.D. (Sydney). — Thanks very much for your en-
couraging letter.

ILL. (Birregurra).—Thanks for cutting.  We had
already seen it, and, like yourself, did not consider
it worthy of notice.

M.C. (Brisbane).—Have read report of Synod. It
takes all sorts to make a world. The narrow-
mindedness of some of the speakers, however, was
fully counterbalanced by the broadmindedness of
others.

@/L.C. (Burwood)—We may deal with the sub-
ject matter of your letter in next issue.

“Theresa” (Sydney).—We are in full agreement
with the contents of your letter. The just have gen-
erally to suffer with the unjust. But don't get down-
hearted. There is a good time coming for well-
developed and spiritually minded mediums.

“Pilgrim”  (Dunedin).—-Your letter read with
much interest. Thanks for offer. Hope to have room
at a later stage. At present it is impossible to use
a large percentage of the matter we desire to pub-
lish, owing to limitation of space.

R.T. (Rockhampton).-—We will reproduce portraits
of prominent investigators whenever practicable. Other
new subscribers have made a similar request. The
blocks will be familiar to the majority of our readers,
but they will quite understand that the pictures will
be of interest to those who have more recently come
within the influence of this journal.

SPIRITUALISM ON THE STACE.

Describing in the London “Evening News” his
play-going experiences during an eight-weeks' stay
in New York, Mr. Albert de Courville states that
the play which finds most favour there just now is
the play that in one way or another deals with Spiri-
tualism or clairvoyance. The American mind <would
seem, he says, to be exceptionally keen on the psy-
chological drama or plays supposed to reveal glimpses
of Borderland. “The Thirteenth Chair,” by Vayard
Veiller, who wrote “Within the Law,” is now in
its second year, and its presentation of a Spiritua-
listic seance grips as strongly as ever. On the more
purely psychological side, “Turn to the Right” is
a notable success.
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AUTHORITY AND LIBERTY.

By Leon Denis.

(Translated from the French in “La Revue Spirite”
by Arthur Murray, M.A., for “The Harbinger
of Light.”)

The greatest historical facts are only a revelation
of the hostility, now secret, now violent, between
Authority and Liberty.. . Christianity, in its incep-
tion, was not solely (a great religious movement.
In inviting all men, even slaves, to the celestial heri-
tage, it made them equal before God, ’and by a
reflection from that truth, equal before the laws of
this world. So the humble, the weak, the outcasts
embraced it ardently.

The first Christian communities represent the most
perfect form of Socialism—equalising and Christian.
Is this an effect of the law of refluxes? Christianity,
essentially democratic in origin, has become, by the
work of Church Councils, and by the constitution
of the Roman Church, under the name of Catho-
licism, a Theocracy, claiming authority, and also de-
spotic. The temporal reign of the priest is the
heaviest of all yokes, for it oppresses at once both
body and mind; it imposes dogmas often disproved
by the reason, and demands that they be accepted
as true. ,

For centuries, the power of the Popes dominated
Europe, stopped the life of thought, bowed the Occi-
dent under the threat of Hell, or of excommunica-
tion. Then came the Reformation, which half-
opened the gloomy gaol and gave back to the soul
a little air and light. The English Revolution in
1688, the French Revolution a century later, repre-
sent the third great stage towards Liberty.

The campaigns of Napoleon first, then the present
war, constituted Autocracy's resumption of the of-
fensive. But the overweening attempt of William
I1. to enslave the world seems bound to end, by an
irony of Fate, in the definite enfranchisement of the
peoples.

Only the study of the Life Invisible can make us
acquainted with a world where Liberty and Au-
thority mingle and complete each other in perfect
harmony. The revelations of the Spirits teach us that
in the Spiritual life, every being enjoys an amount
of liberty adequate to his state of advancement. The
supremacy of souls is always proportional to their
merits, and it is not possible to be mistaken in them,
for their radiance is the characteristic of their eleva-
tion. In proportion as the Spirit climbs the steps of
the life celestial, it grows more brilliant, more lumin-
ous—its will is imposed by magnetic action, which
increases with its power of radiation.

How different is that from the conditions of poor
earthly society, where it is so easy for rascality,
vices and lies to disguise themselves of a carefully-pre-
pared exterior, attractive manners, or ready speech.
Everything in the Life Universal is ordered with a
view to evolution. We come from the Infinite on
to material worlds to pursue our education, and we
return again to the life of the Infinite. Thus we
are subject to the re-commencing of the earthly task,
till the necessary progress be realised. The social
order must therefore be arranged in such a way
as to give each of us the greatest sum of results from
the evolutionary standpoint.

SPIRITUALISM IN MELBOURNE.

It is admitted by a large distributing house in
Melbourne that there is an increased inquiry for
books on Spiritualism, Sir Oliver Lodge's writings
having prompted curiosity among the relatives of
deceased soldiers as to the possibility of communica-
tion with the spirit world. Books roughly described
as heterodox, dealing with religious, political and
economic problems, are admittedly acceptable to
many customers of this house. Religious works are
amongst those, which show a decline in casual sales.
—*“The Age.”
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Ube Stubent’s IPa$e,

By DR. ISIDORE KOZMINSKY.
Written specially for the “ Harbinger of Light.”

I have been asked for stories relative to occult
scholars, and believing such have some general in-
terest, | gladly fall in with the suggestion. The
present .Raphael (Mr. R. W. Cross) is Raphael VI.
This anecdote is from the writings of Raphael II.
(Mr. John Palmer), and | will give it as far as pos-
sible in his own words—

It was late in the dreary dusk of an autumn
evening in the year 1828, when studying an astro-
nomical problem, that a furious ringing of the bell
and simultaneous loud and hasty knocking at the
door announced a visitor, apparently little gifted
with the virtue of patience, who, without waiting
to be announced, entered the study. The stranger
was a man advanced in years, with a certain hilarity
of manners and restless gait. Raphael continued his
work, when the visitor addressed him, in a tone of
mild and gentlemanly politeness. “l was born,” he
said, “in the meridian of this goodly metropolis. |
am uncertain of the precise hour and minute. But
I remember that a famous man of your profession
mentions various methods, independent of what |
believe is termed the Genethliacal art, for ascertain-
ing one’s fate and fortune.”

“I think the sage gave the preference to ‘Horary
Astrology,' ” replied Raphael.

“Even so,” said the visitor, “and 1 respectfully
crave the knowledge 1 am confident you, Raphael,
can impart to me.

In reply the astrologer drew forth his Tables, con-
sulted his Ephemeris, land cast the map of the
Heavens for the hour and moment of the enquiry.
Then only his face betrayed astonishment, for the
Radix was indeed singular; it had the Sun, Lord
of the Horoscope, in fair and powerful aspect with
the Moon, Mars culminating trine Venus; Jupiter
in the House of Wealth; Mercury in the North
angle, and the Georgian star, Herschel, on the 6th
celestial house — signs which the philosopher knew
portended the stranger to be of high rank. Moreover,
the Moon had separated from a number of minor and
some superior conjunctions, which showed one sur-
rounded by the pomp, retinue and vanities of earthly
state. Thus far well, for the countenance and bear-
ing of the stranger were dignified. He was wrapped
in an ample cloak of Spanish make and sombre tex-
ture; little of his other garb was visible, and except
that on one gloveless hand glittered a ruby of sur-
passing brilliancy, no part of the vestment implied
the %tation 'of his birth. But the Moon was going to
a quartile of Mars, and Herschel was violently af-
flicted, and the Moon was conjunction Saturn in the
House of Death. The astrologer needed to gaze no
further when the visitor enquired of his fortune.
“I behold before me,” said Raphael, “one of wealth
and power who wants but to breathe his wishes and
they are fulfilled.”

“It is as you say,” replied the visitor, “but I would
have you, Raphael, read deeper. What say you of
my life?”

“As to that,” replied Raphael, “I am sorry to be
the prophet of evil, but you have a brief career
indeed.”

“How brief, say you?”

The astrologer again consulted the chart he had
calculated, and replied, “Within the short space of
two years.”

“Brief indeed!” remarked the stranger; “the view
you have afforded me into futurity is of no cheering
kind; but as it becomes all to ponder well on our
finite existence | cannot but thank you. But one
word ere we separate. Shall my posterity flourish?”

“Of that, rest assured,” replied the astrologer,
“for one of your race will have fame, political and
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military. Moreover, 1 see omens of mighty changes
connected with your name and lineage.”

The stranger seemed pleased, and in warm and
friendly terms complimented the scientist, expressing
his conviction that the “stars spoke truly” and that
"astrology was veritably a noble science.” He shortly
afterwards took his leave in the same strain of gentle-
manly amenity, but was more saddened and less im-
patient than when he had entered.

On the table lay an enamelled costly card which
told the astrologer that his vsitor was King George
the Fourth. Tire King visited John Palmer in the
year 1828, and passed from earth life in 1830, as
he predicted. Raphael says that King George wore
a ruby on his finger. He was born into matter with
the Sun in the Zion, and the ruby is one of the
gems connected with that sign.

* * * *

I regret to say that I am unable to undertake
astrological or private work of any kind. 1 have
some important commissions, and a new and impor-
tant book to finish this year. These will, of them-
selves, prove strain enough. | know that | have to
be one of the champions of the cause of Astrolo-
gical truth, and I will do all I can to induce extended
interest in a study which is of such importance to
humanity. One of the ancient masters, Rabbi Chan-
ina, wrote truly that “the influence of the stars makes
wise, the influence of the stars makes rich,” for wis-
dom and happiness can be most certainly found by a
religious and careful study of the greatest, brightest
and most permanent book of the world, which is ever
opened in the Heavens.

WHEN COLORS FADE.

When colors fade, and all the world seems lonely,
When gathering showers hide the sun from view,

That is the time 1 want you—and you only !
That 1 may hold to all that's good and true.

When colors fade you make the darkest corners
Alight with all the love your presence brings.
1 can no longer be amongst the mourners
Who do not know the glory of these things.

When colors fade 1 see your lovely halo
Around the very locks | would have clipped.
1 hold your hand—and in that brief forgetting
I know—that for the nonce—the veil has slipped.

When colors fade for ever on this planet,
And | have held you in a last embrace;

I know that we shall meet 'twixt gold and silver,
Never to part—in God’s abiding place.

Loved one.—Your smile has made me unafraid.
I am content to be with you,
WHEN COLORS FADE.
—O'Bryen Hoare.

Copies of this poem, artistically printed on a stout
card, may be obtained at “The Harbinger of Light”
office, or the New Thought Book Depot, 229 Collins-
street, Melbourne; price 9d.

LEGAL DROLLERY.

The genuineness of the phenomena is no defence.
By these Acts, said Baron Pollock (in Monck v.
Hilton, 1877, 2 Ex. Div., at p. 280), “dealing with
the supernatural is itself made an offence, apart
from any deceiving or imposing on others.” The
expression is not happy, since we do not know what
is "“supernatural.” Therefore, according to
Baron Pollock, the law forbids any dealing with
something it cannot define. “You are not to deal
with X,” says the law. “But what is x?” replies
the investigator. “l haven't the vaguest idea what
it is,” retorts the law, “but anyhow, you are not
to deal with it.”—“Psychic Science and Barbaric
Legislation,” by Dr. E. T. Powell.
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THE USES OF PSYCHICAL SCIENCE.

A new field of psychical and archaeological re-
search is suggested in a book announced by Mr.
Blackwell, of Oxford, entitled “The Gate of Re-
membrance: Being the Story of the Psychological
Experiment'resulting in the Discovery of the Edgar
Chapel at Glastonbury,” by F. Bligh Bond,
F.R.1.B.A., whose discoveries as director of the ex-
cavations at Glastonbury Abbey began in 1907. It
is claimed that the author directed his searches by
the aid of communications received through automatic
writing, which revealed facts that could not have
been deduced from any existing data.—“The Times”
Literary Supplement.

INSPIRATION STILL EXISTS.

Those who truly realise the divine inspiration in
mind and soul know that this day and every day
is a Day of Pentecost for the inbreathing of the
Spirit, giving us deeper insight, stronger aspiration,
and richer, more solemn, more beautiful feelings and
affections:. ~ We cannot strike a greater blow at
religion than to act as though the heavenly vision
were no longer given to man and no ijew conception
of truth could burst on his soul like sunlight on
the hills. Let heaven see in us something akin to
itself. Let us to-day, and every diay, open our
souls to the divine influence, and so live that every
breath may be as the breath of God.—Dr. John
Hunter.

REPORTS OF SOCIETIES

VICTORIA.

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS.

Notwithstanding the holidays and the many V.A.S.
members away on their holiday vacation, the Sunda
evening serviCes are still most ‘successful, and our hall
is filled every Sunday night, Mr. Bloomfield still occu-
pies our platform. - Miss MacKenzie and Mr. E. O.
Jones both report good progress in the No. 1 and No. 2
Devel_opln% Classes. The Ladiess Committee are still
working hard to helg in eveQ/ Wa)K/I the social part
of our association. ur President, r. E. O. Jones,
who leads the Conference Circle, reports successful
meetings, and an increase in attendance. The mediums’
meetings are still drawing overcrowded attendances,
and_the lion, leader wishes to record his sincere appre-
ciation to the psYchlcs_ who_give their services, especi-
ally Mesdames Alderwick, Bottrell. Brynll\r}lg, Marshall,
Divers, Werber, Hanger, Goode, Kirkby, Misses Furby,
Gledhill, MacKenzie, Dick, Messrs. .Tones, Marshall, Mor-
rison, Davies and Miller. Mr. Bloomfield may be con-
sulted, free, on Health, at the V.A.S. rooms every Tues-
day and Friday afternoons, between 4 and 6 p.m. Mrs.
Harper, the hon. librarian, reports increased aBﬂ!l-
cation for books, which is a healthy sign, as our il-
osophy in the past has been so neglected by many who
profess to be Spiritualists, and know very little of
our teachings save a little material phenomena. The
demand for “Harbinger” still keeps up, and the read-
ing is good spiritual food. Sister Bennett, of New-
?_ort, passed over during the month, and Mr. Bloom-
ield conducted an impressive service at the %rave. We
express our sympathy with her daughter, Grace, and
all other members of the family.

IT. BLOOMFIELD, Hon. See., V.A.S.

MELBOURNE PROGRESSIVE SPIRITUALISTIC LYCEUM.

We are pleased to report that our remarks last month
with respect to the_ Children’s Movement has struck a
sympathetic note with some Spiritualistic friends, who
have written to us.  This impels a further appeal, and
we suggest that as many children as is possible be sent
to the Lyceum for, say, twelve months. By that time
¥ou may be assured they will have been so trained that
he parents will be more than satisfied, and will continue
to further the cause we all have at heart—the advance-
ment of Spiritualism b¥ gradual and substantial increase
in the number of scholars sent to the Lyceum for spiri-
tual, moral, and physical tralnlngi. It must be borne
in mind that our réliance upon the present-day young
for future teachers is an absolute fact, so we shall be
ratified if a still further response is made to our appeal.

uring the month the morning speakers were:—Mr. G.
Adams, Mr. Brown, jun., from Sydney, Mrs. Alderwick,
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and Mrs. Lingwood Smith. The afternoon message ser-
vices have been well attended, the following psychics
assisting:—Mrs. Addison Miller, Madame Orion,” Mrs.
Alderwick, Mrs. Heffernan, Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Duncan.
Mr. M. Clarke, Mrs. Plum, Mr. F. Wood, Mr. Hamilton,
Mr. Stevenson, and others, who do not desire publicity.
Mr. James Brown, jun-, from Sydney, paid us a visit,
and filled the evening platform for two Sundays. He
is an able speaker, with a nice, gentle voice. "His first
lecture, on **What is Spiritualism?” showed he had tho-
roughly mastered his subject.  His next effort, "Psychi-

cal Problems,” was a comprehensive exposition of Som-
nambulism, Hypnotism, and Thought Power.  Unfortu-
nately, he was unexpectedly recalled home. On the

evening of the 13th January, Mrs. Addison Miller spoke
on “The Mission of the Médium,” followed by messages
and clairvoyance. _This lady deserves every ‘encourage-
ment; her mediumistic gifts are very high, and should
be heard and personally experienced by all who love

Spiritualism.
CHARLES CHATFIELD, Secretary.

SPIRITUAL RESEARCH SOCIETY (MELB.)
(Affiliated with The Spiritualistic Council of Victoria)

We are steadigl'\f)rogressing, _although we have had
the Christmas and New Year holidays during the month,
which means that many of our members were away from
home, but the occasion brings many joyous reunions, and
we extend to our members and friends the best and
heartiest of the season’s greetings, and ask them to
co-operate with us in making this year a greater success
than ever. )

Our speaker, Mr. J. M. Moorey, is at present on fur-
lough, and we trust, e’er thisisinprint, to have him back
restored to health and much invigorated by his rest,
and also hope to see all our friends ready to further
the cause and to_bring about that great desire of all
Spiritualists—Registration. ] .

We wish to extend our thanks to the following friends
who have so kindly coto along to help us during Mr.
Moore¥’s absence:—Mesdames Edwards, Engman, Mullis
and Alexander, Misses Stivey and Vroland, and Messtrs.
Engman, Tozer, Keir, and Love.

A. GRANT, Recorder.

BRUNSWICK PROGRESSIVE SPIRITUALISTIC LYCEUM.

Since our last report, Rev. M. Parker has occupied
our platform. On Sunday, January 13th, the subject
of her address was “Hypocrisy.” After the address, she
gave some demonstrations of Spirit Return.

The Children’s Lyceum Session is well attended, and
the children take a great interest in marching, calis-
thenics, etc. The “Ladies at Homes” are still well at-

tended.
VIOLET THOMPSON.

NEW SOUTH WALES.
SPIRITUAL SCIENTISTS, SYDNEY

It is a pleasure to report the continued success of
our meetings and the steady growth of our Society.
During the past six months we havo increased our mem-
bership from sixteen to eighty-four, and have added to
our Library sixty of the newest and best books procur-
able, besides clearing off a debt of some £40 odd, for
which we are greatlﬁ/ indebted to the unceasing efforts
of our Leader, Mr. John Marshall.

On_Saturday, 29th December, we held our Annual
Meeting, when the folloiving officers were elected: —
Leader, Mr. Marshall; President, Mr. G. Foulston; Vice-

Presidents, Messrs. Nettleton and Briggs; Treasurer,
Mr. Butson; Secretary, Miss R. Cameron; Librarian,
Mrs. Elliott, Pianist,” Miss F. Bolderston; Committee,

Mesdames Marshall, Muggleston, Grant, Butson, Wood,
Marielle and Briggs.

_We_have to thank our brother, Mt. Armitage, for
his kindness in conducting our Sunday services during
the absence of our Leader, who has been on a short, but
well-earned, holiday. On Sunday, 30th December, the
old year was brought to a close, the subject being,
“Weighed in the Balance,” which was ably dealt wi
by Mr. Marshall, and much aPpremated by all present.

We have resumed our Occult and Development Classes,
which are ably conducted by Mr. Marshall, and are both
well attended. We have also to thank Mr. Marshall for
tho splendid work he has done in_connection with our
Healing Centre during the past six months, and hope
and trust that during 1918 his efforts will be just as
successful, if not more so, than in the past.

_Tho first of a series of lectures on ““Success” was de-
livered by Mr. Marshall in these rooms on Saturday,
5th January—*“Thinking for Results”—which was both
interesting and instructive. We feel sure that these lec-
tures will prove most helpful to all who attend.

Wishing “Tlie Harbinger of Light” every success.

RITA CAMERON. Hon. Secretary.
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SPIRITUAL SEEKERS' CHURCH OF HIGHER THOUGHT (Sydney)

We have the pleasure to report that, notwithstandin
many difficulties which have arisen, the dissemination o
the truth from our little centre continues to be a satis-
factory influence. . .

We “sincerely regret that, under medical advice, our
Leader, Mr. S. Bradford, has been compelled to take a
complete rest for a few weeks, but we feel confident ho
will return to tho work (which is his life’s |deaB with
renewed vigor and increased spiritual power. uring
his absence, we have received spontaneous assistance from
competent helpers, and are confident that our congre-

ation joins us in thanking Mrs. Bennett, Mrs. Kitty

ayes, Mrs. Warriner, and Messrs. Oates, Bennetts, and
Cooper for_ the instructive and upllftlng addresses and
demgt)hnstratlons received through them during the past
month.

We continue to maintain the high standard of our
musical section of the services, and the classes are fully
attended, and satisfactory development is most apparent.

J. C. BREAKSPEAR, Hon. Secretary.

STANMORE SPIRITUALIST MISSION.

Sunday, 13th January, was a_“lied Letter” day in
the annals of the Stanmore Spiritualistic Church, when
the amalgamatlon of that Society and the Spiritual
Seekers' Church of ngher Thought took effect as one
Church for the cause of “The Truth.” The large room
upstairs in the Dispensary Hall, Enmore-road, has been
secured, in which to hold the Sunday services. The ser-
vices will be conducted under the’ leadership of Mrs.
Morrell, and the feeling prevailing at the afternoon and
evening services supplied a good omen for a prosperous
future of the new movement, both the officers and mem-
bers of the two Societies fraternising in a spirit of_ har-
mon% and good-will. ~ The address on “Can_ Spiritual-
ism be Crushed?” was a most appropriate subject on this
important occasion, and our leader,answered, “No! a
thousand times No1” May God bless the union, is our
united prayer. A solo from Miss Jarvis was very much
engo_yed by all present. ] )

ince last report the infant twin daughters (Milce and
Irene) of Mr. and Mrs. Evans, and granddaughters of
Mrs. "Hand, have been dedicated to the T'Atli, the ser-
vice being conducted by Mrs. Morrell in an impressive
manner. . . .

Three Ve% pretty and interesting weddings were con-
ducted by Mr. Morrell (registered for N.S.W., to con-
duct marriages, etc.), the happx/contragtln%/lpartles be-
ing Walter James Evans and Vera Alice Moore; Geo.
Ernest Chamberlain and Mrs. Service (an_old member);
and Frederick Kitching and Mari P. De Bussierre. e
convey to them our _hearty congratulation. .

.On New Year's Eve, a most enﬂ/(lJyable evening was
given by our leaders, Mr. and Mrs. Morrell, for members,
after which a_midnight service was held.

Bg the invitation ‘of Rev. Geo. Walters, Mrs. Morrell
on Sunday, 6th, conducted the morning services at the
Unitarian Church, the subject taken being “Invisible
Helpers,” which was dealt with in an able and inspir-

ing address.
. JNO. K. BENNETTS. Hon. Secretary.
3 Dulwich-street, Dulwich Hill, Sydney.

QUEENSLAND.
BRISBANE SPIRITUALIST CHURCH.

Almost at the close of another year, which has been
full of many troubles and trying conditions, we, with true
spiritualistic optimism, look into the future with hope
and courage. The old year is going, and the new year is
fast appearing; and in order to stimulate our young men
and women of the future, our Lyceum Conductor, Mr. P.
N. Humphreys, assisted by the President, Mr. T. Rein-
hold, and members of Committee, had the pleasure of en-
tertaining a goodly number of our y_oun(t; L%/ceum mem-
bers, who each received a grl_ze according to the marks ob-
tained in their groups. Suitable books were donated to
further the cultivation of the growing mind. After re-
freshments had been partaken of, and prizes distributed,
several recitations and songs concluded what was to
everyone present a_very enjoyable time. All in con-
clusion joined heartily in a vote of thanks to the presi-
dent and conductor and in singing “Auld Lang Syne”
and “God Save the King.” ) o

_All with me join heart and soul in wishing “The Har-
binger of Light” and our hero boys God’s richest bless-
ings and continued help in their efforts for a world’s

peace.
W. J. KERLIN, Hon. Secretary.

NEW ZEALAND.

DUNEDIN SPIRITUALISTS' CHURCH (Reg. N.ZN.AS)

I. am pleased to report the pro'\%ress_of our church
under the leadership of Mr. J. M. Kitto from Mel-
bourne. He has just arranged with the church for a
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term of three months. The past two Sundays he has
lectured to large audiences. He is a fine inspirational
sf)eaker, and has some splendid magic lantern slides to
illustrate his lectures. .

Sister Amy Rhodes finished her term with us on the
16th of December, and the church gave her a farewell
social and a presentation of a lady’s companion on New
Year's Eve. Sister Rhodes, assisted by Mr. Kitto, held
a watchnight service at the church, when there was a
good audience. . .

We are pushing the sale of “The Harbinger of Light”
and wish you every success in carrying out your good

work for another year.
J. H. THOMAS, Secretary.

WAIHI SOCIETY.

In sending you greetings from Waihi, we are sorry to
state we have said “Good-bye” for a time to Mr. Adolph
Pickford, who has been with us four months, and who
has been, not only persecuted, but prosecuted. Through
it all he has stood his ﬁround, filling our hall and mak-
ing many converts. The following summing_ up of the
Stipendiary Magistrate may prove to be " interesting.
Mr. Pickford gave latterly his advice free, but the
magistrate held as follows:—“That, although Mr. Pick-
ford had not deceived anyone, that although no mone
had passed, that it was recognised he was _dom% muc
good in Waihi, under the Act anyone describing the past
or who in any way foretold the future, came under the
meaning of the Act, and would be convicted.” The
result was, although everything spoken of came true, and
Mr. Pickford holds a certificate, a fine of £5 and £2/7/-
costs was imposed. o )

Is it not time for Spiritualists to organise? We are
looking forward to Mr. Pickford’s return. He was given

two socials and a purse on IeavinF?.
F. GREGORY, Secretary.

THE ANNIE BR1CHT “AT HOME.”

Our New Year’s gathering, although not great in
numbers, was a very enjoyable one. ~A number of old
workers was present, among them being Mrs. Edwards,
Mrs. Clarke, Mrs. Grogan and Mrs. Parsons. _Mrs.
Boden, who occupied the chair, expressed appreciation
to all who had worked so hard for the cause. .

We are starting the new %/ear with a balance owing
on the endowment cot of £16/17/-, and trust now that
the holidays are over to receive the assistance of our
valued helpers.

Mrs. MCDOHOI.'J:gh is expected as guest at our next
“At Home” on February 6th, and we hope for a record

attendance.
M. A. BODEN, Hon. Secretary.
Mrs. McLELLAN, Hon. Treasurer.

Mr. J. Watt, of Nelson, New Zealand, informs us that
he is still receving many letters commenting on the
articles recently published from his pen in “The Har-
binger of Light,” and desires us to again notify his cor-
respondents that he will attend to their communications
as promptly as practicable.

POSTAGE OF ““THE HARBINGER OF

LIGHT.”

The special attention of our readers is directed to the
fact that under the War Precautions Act, “The Harbinger
of Light” must be posted in SINGLE copies when sent
to the United Kingdom. If two or more copies are in-
cluded under one cover they will not be forwarded. This
regulation also applies to all newspapers.

IF

N Friend sends you a copy of “The Harbinger
of Light” occasionally, and you feel that you would
like it regularly, just cut out and fill in the
Subscription Form on the third page of the cover.

If you live within the Commonwealth or in New

Zealand, it will only cost you 6/6 a year. You will

never miss this trifling sum, and by your action you

will help us to help others along the chequered
pathway of life.

“BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’'S BURDENS.”

_ Printed by J. C.' Stephens Pty. Ltd., Church Lane, Melbourne,tor
Hilda ¥eti and published by her nt Austral Buildings, Collins Street.
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A SPECIAL BARGAIN.
Originally published at £1/1/- per copy.

THE BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE: Psychic Facts.

By Dr. NELLIE BEIGHLE (of San Francisco, U.S.A.).

This is a large book, containing 661 pages, with a total
of 24 chapters.” A recital of theSe chapters will convey a
faiDt idea of the feast in store for every reader: —

I.—Early Life and Development. 11.—Record of Some
Wonderful’ Cures._ 111.—Controls and_Mediums.
Who, are these Spiritualists? )
Spiritualists.  VI.—Incidents in_the Lijfe of D. D.
Home.  VII.—Was Lincoln a Spiritualist? ~ VII.—
Florence Marryat.  IX.—A Record of Authentic Ap-
paritions. X.—Report on Spiritualism of the Committee
of the London, Dialectical Society.
in North America.  XII.—Georgé Fox and the Friends.
XIIl.—The Wesleys, Whitfield and Fletcher of Madely.
XIV.—A Chapter of Poets. XV.—Swedenborg’s Spiri-
tual Development.  XVI.—A Message from Lord Bacon.
XVII.—Gleams from Life and the New Testaments.
XVII1.—Our_Yesterdays and Our To-morrows. XIX.—

VV.—Galaxy of Modern

Faith and Power. ‘XX.—Who are the Christians?
XXI. — A High Life.  XXIIl. — Harmful Fears.
XXIl.—The Man Who Looks Out of Your Eyes.

XXIV,—What is Religion?

. Here is, indeed, a whole library in Spiritualism touch-
ing upon some of its vital history and most Important
teachings, an array of truths and an assemblg/ of docu-
ments Which will ‘make the_least informed iritualist
worthy of his Cause, and will render him better able to
ive & reason for the faith that is_in him. It is easily

_%%unea book, handsomely bound in royal purple cloth,
with numerous full-page. reproductions “of photographs,
ings the remarkable extraction
of an Ulcer drawn from a [liver, in the case of a patient
who was suffering from_chronic sick headache. nother
shows a similar éxtraction of an ulcer from the kidney.
Though this book would be cheap at a guinea, we are
enabled to offer it to our readers for the 'sum stated be-
low, Handsomely bound in Royal Purple Cloth.  Por-
trait of the Author.

Large 8vo., 561 pages. Price, 7/6; postage, 6d. extra.
Order Early.  Supply is Limited.
“ The Harbinger oe Light Office,” 117 Collins-st., Melb.

HEALTH BOOKS

showing among other

“Diet in Disease, and Systemic Cleansing.” By
Dr. Linda Burfield Hazzard. “3/6, post 2d.

“ Fasting for the Cure of Disease.” By Dr. Linda
Burfield Hazzard. Second Edition, 3/6, post 2d. Third
Edition, 5/-, post 5d.

“The Building of Vital Power.”
5/6, post 6d.

By Bernarr Maofadden.

“The No Breakfast Plan and the Fasting Cure.” By
Dr. Dewey, 5/6, post 4d. )
““The New Science of Living and Healing.” By Wallace

D. Wattles. 2/3, post 2d.

A perusal of these books will show persons how to regulate
their lives so as to ensure Good Health without drugs.

H. I. JONES & SON, LIMITED,
Booksellers and Stationers,
Box 183 WANGANUI, New Zealand

XI.—Spiritualism .
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HAFED, PRINCE OF PERSIA:

His Experiences in Earth Life and Spirit Life.

Being Spirit Communications received through
Mr. David Duguid, the Glasgow Trance-Painting Medium.

Hlustrated by faosimilies of various Drawings and Writings,
the Direct Work of the Spirits.

“ Hated,” a Prince of Persia, lived at the commencement of
the Christiau era. His life-storv is deeply interesting, and in
the course of it much interesting information is given of the
natives of the East as they were in his day; but the grand
feature of the communications is what he has to tell us about
the middle life of Jesus Christ. Hafed claims to have been one
of the wise men of the East guided to Judea by the star  Jesus
is said to have spent years with him in Persia, and to have
travelled in India, Egypt and Greece.

Cloth, 580 pages.

Price 6/-, Postage 4d. within the Commonwealth ;
8d. for New Zealand. *

““The Harbinger of Light,” Office, 117 Collins-st., Melb.

Popular Edition.

Scientific Experimental HYDRO COLOUR LENSES.
In Red, Green, Yellow, Blue, Violet, and White
£4 per Set, or, Singly, 15/- eaoh.

For the fascinating study of the Principles and Effects of
Light and Colour upon the Human Body, Animal and Vegetable
Life, as well as relief and cure of many of the ailments to
which humanity is subject. Try a Blue, the best all round '
Lense for either experimental or medical use.  Or, if interested,
send for our unique art and typed Booklet ““The Pleasures of
Scientific Research.” Free to all readers of “ The Harbinger
of Light.”

Address: J. WATT, Psychic Science and Art Institute,
Nelson, N.Z.

The Dead Have Never Died,

By Edward C. Randall.

Mr. Randall presents in this work new evidence that
there is no "death; that the dead have never died.
Do the so-ealled dead actually live beyond the grave?
If so, where?
Can they communicate with us after they have left their
physical bodies?
Have copditions been perfected by which they can talk to
the living?
Do their words sound the same in_our atmosphere as they
did when they inhabited their physical bodies?
The answer to all these questions is “yes,” and the pre-
sent volume, the result of over twenty years’ research,
is devoted to a detailed explanation of the facts.
purpose of this book is to “take from the human
heart the awful fear of death, and to tell in a simple
straightforward and e_asnx intelligible manner of
the existing conditions .in the next sphere and of the
occupation of those living there—those whom we call
*dead,” but who in fact have never died.”

Price, 7/6 posted.
“The Harbinger of Light Office,” 117 Collins-st., Melb.

The

‘‘tHARBINGER OF RIGHT.”

All Subscriptions are PAYABLE IN ADVANCE

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

POST FREE TO ANY PART OF COMMONWEALTH AND NEW ZEALAND

Per Year - 6/6 in advance

To the United States of America, | dollar 75 cents.

To the Editor of “ Harbinger of Light,”
117 Collins Street, Melbourne

Per Half-Year 3/6 in advance
Other Countries, 7/- posted

I beg to enclose SUDSCFIPLION.........ccooiiiiiiiiiiee e fOr i cop of
“ Harbinger of Light” for...................... year in advance.
NAIME....oiiiiie A
AGATESS. ..o et

Subsoriptiene begin at any dat!



Iv. THE HARBINGER' OF LIGHT, FEBRUARY 1, 1918]

BOOKS FOR THINKERS

Any of the following works will be promptly despatched on receipt of order at * The Harbinger of
Light™ Office, 117 Collins St., Melbourne. Remittances must accompany Orders. The postage quoted
is to places within the Commonwealth. Double these rates must be allowed for in New Zealand Orders.

United States of America double New Zealand Rates.

MY FATHER. Bijt Estelle Stead. Price 10/- Posted. TEAD, THE MAN. By Edith K. Harper. Price 10/-
Posted.
UIT YOUR WORRYING. By George Wharton Janies. ;
Q “Buy it; read it; and inwardly digest it.” Price 5/-, L_etters of barnaba  Price 6d. Postage Id.
Postage 2d.

TJAIN AND GAIN. With lllustrations. By G. Hamilton
JL Hammon. Price 1/-, postage Id.
IVING THE RADIANT LIFE. By George Wharton
Janies. The book that is helping people to help
themselves. Price 5/-, postage Id. WEIRD ADVENTURES OF PROFESSOR DELAPINE,
VV  OF THE SORBONNE. By G. Lindsay Johnson

. Price 7/6, post free.
AN AND THE UNIVERSE, by Sir. 0. Lodge.

Price 1/6, postage 2d.
HERE ARE OUR HEROIC DEAD? By Sir Wm.

ATEXT BOOK OF THEOSOPHY, by C. W. Leadbeater Earnshaw Cooper.  Price 3Jd. posted.

Price 2/-, postage Id.
SYCHIC PHILOSOPHY. By V. C. Desertis. With

HAS W. T. STEAD RETURNED? By James Coates, Ph.D introduction by Dr. Alfred Wallace. Price4/6, postage 3d.

F.A.S. Price 3/-, postage 2d.
T houghts of the spiritual, or echoes from
A NEW FOREST PULPIT. By Rev. Arthur

Sir W. Earnshaw Cooper. A Study of Spiritual Chambers.  Price 4/6, postage 3d.

PIRITUAL SCIENCE, HERE AND HEREAFTER. By
§Iosophy. 4/6 postage 3d.

VOICE TO MANKIND. By and through Andrew

HERE TWO WORLDS MEET. By Sir W. Earnshaw P s g " oughkeepsie Seerand Clairvoyant

Cooper. Bridging the Gulf between Matter and Spirit
5/- postage 3d.
HOW TO KEEP FIT. By Alfred T. Schofield. 1/6,

HE HUMAN AURA AND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF postage, 1d.

COLOUR. By W. J. Colville, 1/9, postage Id.

AMA AND MOSES. The Aryan Cycle and the Mission
R of Israel. By Edouard Schure. Price 3/6, postage 2d.

FTER DEATH, Amanuensis, W. T. Stead. New and
A Enlarged Edition. Fifteen hitherto unpublished letters
from Julia.  Price 4/-, Postage 3d. HE WISDOM OF PLOTINUS. By C. J. Whitby.
Price 3/6, postage 2d.
ESUS, THE LAST GREAT INITIATE, by Edouard Schure
3/6, postage 3d. HE MAN OF TO-MORROW By Floyd B. Wilson.
Price 4/6, postage 3d.

HE INFLUENCE OF THE MIND ON THE BODY.
By Dr. Paul Dubois. Pricel/6, postage Id. A\ncient mysteries and modern revelations
By W. J. Colville. Price 4/6, postage 3d.
HE CHIEF SCRIPTURE OF INDIA. By W. L.

Wilnishnrst.  Price 2/6, postage Id. SYCHICAL RESEARCH. By Sir W. F. Barrett, F.R.S.,
1/6, postage.ld.

HE TRUE MYSTIC. By the Rev. E. Holden Sampson.

Price 3/6, postage 3d. HERE IS NO DEATH (new cheap edition). By Florence
Marryat. Price 1/6, postage Id.

ALKS WITH THE DEAD. By John Lobb. Psyohic

Photographs. Price 4/-, postage 3d. Numbers| their meaning and magic. By
Isidore Kozminsky. With frontispiece portrait of author.
INISTRY OF THE UNSEEN, by L. V. H. Witley Special Reprint Edition. Crown 8vo. Price 1/6, postage Id.

M 1/6, postage Id.
HENCE HAVE | COME? A Short Treatise on the
RISHNA AND ORPHEUS. The Great Initiates of the Origin of Individual Being. By Reichard A. Bush.
East and West. A learned and interesting work, by Price 3/-, postage 3d.
E. Schure, 3/6, postage 2d.

HE HOUR OF OPPORTUNITY. By Orison Swett

YTHAGORAS AND HIS SYSTEM OF PHILOSOPHY. Marden. Pricel/6, postage Id.
The Delphic Mysteries,By E. Schure. 3/6, postage 2d.

Customs and Folklore in many countries and all ages ; by

SHORT HISTORY OF MARRIAGE. Marriage Rites,
é]‘él L. Urlin. Price 4/6, postage 3d.



