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There is a subject so closely interwoven with the
interests of Spiritualism that, although uot usually con-
nected with it, wo make no apology for urging it upon
the attention of our readers. Education is admitted to
be one of the great hobbies of the day. Everywhere
comes the cry for more and better education. It is
claimed as a right for the very lowest ranks of the
people.

We are told by many it should form part, not only of
reformatory systems, but even ot prison discipline, that
under its civilizing influence prisons may become un-
necessary, and crime be almost unknown. It is not
only a wider diffusion of knowledge that is claimed as
needful for the well-being of society, but also a higher
kind of knowledge among all classes; a more practical
and more scientific education for our young men ; a far
higher education for our women ; a technological educa-
tion for our artisans, these are the demands of the
times. We believe that these demands represent the
true needs of our people, and that nowhere is the need
greater than among Spiritualists. It is very true that
Spiritualists, as they now stand, are not only very gen-
erally people of culture, but also of more than average
intelligence. But the reason for that is, simply, that
now to become a Spiritualist it is necessary to have a
more than usually active thinking faculty. It is un-
popular to be a Spiritualist, somewhat difficult to become
one; it requires personal investigation, and individual
thought. None of us were born and brought up Spirit-
ualists; we all became such by much patient study, and
in spite of many difficulties. All these circumstances
will probably alter with time, but leaving the future to
take care of itself, let us see how the increase of educa-
tion is likely to afTed Spiritualism. It is not necessary to
say that Spiritualism does not fear tho increase and
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wider spread of education ; but merely to say that who
hopes for it, looks forward to it with joy, courts
additional light and additional knowledge in every de-
partment, isa very inadequate wav of stating the close
relationship that must for ever exist betwecu the pro-
gress of education and the well-being of Spiritualism.
Without knowledge—not mere scholastic book learning,
but true knowledge ot the laws of nature; without
faculties trained to keen observation, and to patient
study, Spiritualists run as fair a chance of being tho
victims of ignorance, the dupes of every designing mind
on either side of the grave, as any people that ever lived
on earth. The ancient priesthoods that claimed to
communicate between God and man, i>ecame an almost
insuperable barrier to the progress of the nations they
pretended to lead. Yet their claims were no more danger-
ous to mankind than would be those of mediumship if
once the idea of liability to error, both on the part of
the medium and of the communicating spirit, were lost
sight of. Now there isa disposition almost universal
in the mind of man to regard with awe and rcverenco
all that comes to him from the realm of disembodied
spirits.  Nothing but habits ofcalm thought, of patient,
accurate judging cau teach us to curb this weakness.
No medium ever yet spoke on earth truth quite un-
mixed with error; no teacher has ever yet lived who
never made a mistake, and by no possible process can
we ever hope to know truth, except by being ever ready
to perceive our own and others’ errors, and perceiving,
seek to correct them.

Moreover there is good ground to believe, even with
our present limited experience in mediumship, that cul-
tivated and intelligent mediums offer facilities to spirits
communicating which cannot be found with the ignorant,
the coarse, or the stupid. It thus becomes a duty for
all mediums who rightly esteem the use of tho talent
entrusted to them, to develop and improve every faculty
of their minds to the utmost extent that tbeir circum-
stances allow of.

“Toll herto develop her own brain, to use her own
faculties, not by mediumship—that is only allowing us to
use them—but by study, by the activities of life, by
learning the truth about all things.” Again and again
we have heard these and similar words addressed to us
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by loving, intelligent spirits, through the very medium
concerning whom the word» were spoken.

Humunity will gain in all it» department» and in all
way» bv the spread of a wi»e education, and by the in-
crease of true knowledge, but nothing will gain more by
thin than Spiritualiam, nothing will lose more if any
great event »lioujd severely check the onward march of
intellectual development. No body of human beings
arc more truly personally interested in the spread of
education than Spiritualists, and no cause is so closely
connected with the success and usefulness of Spiritual-
jam than is education, and the triumph of mind over
matter, of knowledge over ignorance, of light over
darkness.

COMMUNICATIONS.
Receii eu at a Mei.iiociiine Chicle, Maiicii 1875.

The contest between Spiritualism and Dogmatism now
grows fiercer day by day—under the one head are ranged
the increasing but comparatively minute band of those
gifted with the clear insight that pierces to the core of
life and matter; faint some are, doubting also many
more, but the names of those who have attained the
heights of pure conviction are not few.

On the other side stand the separate ranks of their
opponents :—

The Dogmatism of Pseudo-Science.
The Dogmatism of Theology, and

The Dogmatism of Undeveloped Minds who sec in
the truths of Spiritualism the ruin of their palaces of
sin.

Who shall triumph in the strife? Who has trium-
phed in all such strife? David and Goliath ; Luther
and Romo ; Science and Faith ; Freedom and Slavery ;
Liberty and Despotism.  Though oft baffled to the
feeble sight of man the tide never retreats, nor shall
it fail you now ; but gathering as slowly, as silently, and
as resistlessly as the forces that wrestle within the
earth’s shell, it shall first weaken their attack, and
finally overthrow all opposed to its progress.

In this struggle whatever of evil shall have been bora
with, or grafted on the grand truths of Spiritualism,
shall also fade away.

The light penetrating the darkness shall, as it dis-
closes speck and flaw, bo followed by their removal, until
springing from tho heart and soul of man, purified,
strengthened, and washed white as crystal, the truths
that are in it shall shine forth in all theinoflablo majesty
and graudeur that has wou its way through time and
trial into the cheering rays of the perfect day. Purge
then yourselvos, your beliefs, and your surroundings of
every taint of error; strike boldly at the monster's
head, fearing not at any timo for tho result, since truth
is of God, and like him is patient in power, supreme
and unconquerable, almighty and ever glorious.

Man in the various stages of existence is the great
firoblem that we present to you, analysod so far as it
ies in our power. Of those atoms and those forces that,
through a long succession of toil, have moulden his cor-
Soreal frame. Of the immortal soul that occupies this
omicilo ; of its relation to and mode of action in its
envelope and the world at large ; of the duties that be-
long to the corporeal existence—that is, to tho union of
soul and body ; of the possibilities of the spirit; of its
power, its destiny, and its future home. These are the
variations of the one great theme, which we might treat
systematically, but since the time at our disposal is
limited, and the conditions in many cases unfavourable,
we on the whole preferto speak of those branches which
appear to bo most advantageous'to you.
Of the body ofman it suffices you to know that it has
been developed through countless ages from tho earth
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on which you tread—that is from matter—bearing
always in mind that matter is only a name for some-
thing that you cannot comprehend. Of the immortal
soul all our teachings take as a basis, and inthemselves
are proof to you, of an existence after death. Its rela-
tion to the body may be briefly explained as being the
action of microscopically refined matter, through various
envelopes increasing br density @heugh for the most
part imperceptible) upon the visible and tangible nerves
and muscles of your bodies, remembering still that you
arc only cognisant of appearances, and cannot know
reality.

The duties of this existence arc, as we often tell you,
to devclope yourself and others to the full extent of
your natures, expanding tho inherent treasures of tho
spirit, love, hope, patience, wisdom, and reason. Of the
power and destiny of the spirit it is all contained in the
one word progression. Its future home is an abode of
beauty and happiness, at first reiembling your birth-
world, but gradually refining until it loses itself in light.

These are our lessons ; this is the framework of our
faith, stated Bimply and concisely, yet containing in
itself, and those other questions which arise from it, as
of the nature and attributes of the God-principle, the
laws of material, mental, and spiritual nature, fields o'er
which your spirit shall roam when your earth-life shall
seem a distant dream—a darker mountain peak far o'er
the stream of time, shining not all ingloriously to you
across the brightness of the sea of existence, sending up
faint gleams and remembered lessons to those heights
on which you shall then tread, seeing before you still a
wider grander ocean of unfathomable knowledge and
boundless wisdom, lit by Godlike love.

NATURAL THEOLOGY.

Of all pursuit» most dear to me,
1 love to search for truth;

And looking round that | may see
Of God convincing proof.

Creations wondrous works and law'».
Display his love and care ;

The Infinite, the Eternal cause,
Revealing every where !

A wondrous chain through nature runs
Which »hows one grand design,

Through mind, and matter, worlds and »uns
Proclaiming power divine.

But what is God ? Eerhaps you ask,
I auswer | don’t know !

But were | to nttempt the task
1 would describe him so,—

He’s light, and life, and truth, and power,
Perfection, goodness, love;

And other attributes that tower,
Our faculties above!

Enough, I witness to admire,
In natures work» around;
In tracing which I never tire,
So perfect, so profound!

They prove llis presence everywhere,
And make me feel Him near;

Believe, that I His mercies share,
And free me from all fear.

Perceiving every happiness,
Since first life's path 1 trod,

Each pleasing thought, each hopo of bliss,
Proceeded from my God.

| therefore trust my Father’s love,
And in His care rely ;

Believe I'll in progression move,
And higher spheres enjoy.

RECLUSE.
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STo Corespondents.

Communication» for interlion in thit Journal thoulj be
plainly written, and at concur at pottible.

“THE GATES AJAR."

TO THE EDITOR OF THE IURBtXGEB OF LIOHT.

Sm—I hear many people outside our ranks, and even
some who are hovering round our borders, say, more
wishfully than hopefully, that they would much like to
meet with some evidence of Spiritualism, some of its
phenomena, which they could accept as fully proving
the existence of intelligences outside of cither the
medium or the sitters.

They usually ascribe everything that occurs either to
unconscious cerebration, to the power of the more posi-
tive minds present to influence even unconsciously the
more passive ones, or to some other of those remaraable
peculiarities of mental action which no one will be more
ready to admit than an experienced Spiritualist | have
a great respect for these doubters, and think they are
likely to prove exceedingly useful allies to Spiritualism,
by acting as a check upon a too fervid enthusiasm, and
by preventing others less cautious than themselves from
taking unquestionably as evidence of spirit communica-
tion much that has no true title to be so considered.
Still 1 am sorry for such persons, because | know that
their position is really a halting between two opinions,
a transition state which, though perhaps necessary, and
not without its uses, is yet not pleasant. | know, too,
that such persons can only be completely satisfied by
evidences occurring within the range of their own per-
sonal observation. | honor them for that very exacting
carefulness of investigation which refuses the supra
mundane explanation so long as any other is possible ;
and | rejoice to think that Spiritualism is not likely, at
least not at present, to be received by any one, except
as a matter of personal conviction wrought out, often
unwillingly, by personal experience.

There are as yet, thank goodness, few or no ready,
made Spiritualists among us—few, if any, who have not
come to the faith that is in them by the independent
exercise of their own faculties. 1t would, however, be
the act of no sane mind utterly to refuse as worthless
the evidence of those who have investigated n subject
more fully, or under more favourable circumstances
than themselves.

It is, therefore, for such as these that | subjoin the
following narrative of a communication, and incidents
connected therewith, which occurred to myself about
twelvo years ago. | confess that I cannot see how it is
to be accounted for on any of the many hypotheses con-
cerning the unconscious action of our own minds, which
are now so familiar to us. To me it came as proof
positive of life continued immediately after the so-called
death of the body—as proof more positive, indeed, than
would be the materialisation of departed forms, or any
others of those strange triumphs over the ordinary laws
of material existence, which Btartle and puzzle us more
than they convince. r

I had been resident for some years on the continent
of Europe, and while in Italy had formed a close friend-
ship for an officer in the English army, whom I met
there on his homeward journey from India, just after
the great mutiny. Circumstances separated us entirely
—he returning to India, | pursuing a devious course
through many foreign countries, till about five years
after our parting. No letter, word, or message had pas-
sed between my friend and myself in all those years.
I was in a far distant place, surrounded by a new set of
acquaintances, not one of whom ever heard his name or
knew of his existence. It was, therefore, with no little
surprise that, sitting one evening alone with a young
lady, an excellent writing medium, and thinking of my
Indian friend as little as of anything on earth, I received
through her hand a communication referring entirely to
Colonel T. It informed me that he had been engaged
in some border service in India of no great importance,
had received a slight wound in the wrist, had been mar-
ried to a native wife, who had died, leaving him with
one child. This wife, the communicator claimed to be,
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| foretold my own meeting again with my friend, under
circumstances so marked that there could be no mistake
about them, giving even the name of the ship and part
of the globe in which we should meet again, and begged
me, whenever that mcetiug occurred, to influence my
friend, if possible, in a certain direction, which she held
to be of great importance to her child. The whole com-
munication was »igned with a name so unintelligible
and so absurdly long that | took it to be a mere jumble
of letters. The communication, however, awakened old
memories, and | wrote to mutual friends in England to
enquire after Colonel T A few weeks brought me a
letter corroborating my invisible correspondent's news
in almost every particular as far as the past was con-
cerned. The only points of difference were a few
unimportant omissions, which may or may not hare been
correct. It was pretty clear that, whoever my informant
might be, it was some one far better acquainted with
Colonel T.’s history thau cither myself or my medium

Change of sceue and circumstance had somewhat
dimmed the interest | once took in the incident when,
after having been for some time in this couDtrv among
people, not one of whom knew anything of either my
medium or my Anglo-Indiau friend, I chanced to look
into a magazine, where | found a Hindoo story written
under a non de plume so like my former spirit communi-
cators, that | was struck by the resemblance in tho
combinations of the letters. “ What does that mean ?”
| enquired of an Australian friend who had been long in
Hindostan. “ That," he replied, “is not a name at al),
but a number of Hindoo words run together, which sig-
nify—One-who-has-resided- there."

“Then," I asked, “ what may be the meaning of these
letters which begin the same but are different at tho
end ?” “That," he replied, “ signifies, one-who-knows-
all-about-it."  And so the last shadow of indistinctness
passed away from the occurrence. Whether or not,
*‘One-who-knows-all-about-it," will prove to be right in
her prognostication of my still future meeting with my
friend, remains yet to be proved. Firm Spiritualist as |
am, | feel no more certainty of that than of any other
possible future event, but 1 am fully convinced that that
communication cam« neither from the medium nor from
myself, by unconscious cerebration or in any other way,
but wholly and entirely from some other intelligence
outside of us, and as little acquainted with cither of us
as any other deceased lliudco lady whom we bad never

seen.
JOHN HALIFAX.

SCIENTIFIC RELIGION—* GOD."

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ILABBIHOER OF L10IT.

Sir—Having expressed my opinion that the infinite
variety and perfection of organic design, traceable in
the works and laws of Nature, afford so much evidence
of the existence of a supreme, intelligeut Ruler of the
Universe, that almost all scientists, whose attention is
devoted to the phenomena of Nature, tee no other way
ofaccounting for them.

On the other hand, many great thinkers, whoso time
and attention has been devoted to the works and laws
of man, and who have paid comparatively little attention
to those of Nature, are Atheists. The cause of this
appears to be either prejudice or iguorance—they judge
only from partial evidence, failing to examine that which
bears most directly upon the subject Tkete utually take
no notice of such arguments as are advanced in your
short notice of Mr. Drew's lecture; or those in my
paper in your January number; they only meet them
with bold assertions tliat they “ have been exploded,” or
comparisons of their own, which they affirm are applica-
ble, but which are not so by our conclusions “ or by
denouncing ourt at illogical.”

Theso assertions are drawn from the dark side of
nature. They try to upset men’s belief in a Divine Be-
ing and their nope ofa future state; while they substitute
nothing in its stead, either to comfort the afflicted ; as
a stimulus to virtue, or to deter men from crime and
immorality.

+ Destroy their hope and their morality,
Bless them with Atheism and perplexity.”
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Their view »com »imply the echoes of their own
gloomy mind», accuxtomeu to brood on the evil» of
humanity, and overlooking the beauties of nature, and
the innumerable blessing» and favour» bestowed upon
mankind; while they do not believe that life is but a
preparatory »fate to a higher and a better world, and
are without hope in death.

Ou tho other hand there isa class of thcists, wh<>
condemn our views thinking we believe in a personal
God. Thi« is a point which deserve» attention, for the
God of the Jews is certainly a very Jiflercnt character
from the God on whom we believe ; vet on this subject
your »pace will but allow me to touch

l.et me here remark that the word Elohim, translated
“God " in the three passage» | am about to quote, i» a
plural word, and means literally" Ooilt." in which sense
it often occur» in the Scriptures. For these reasons |
shall translate it “ Gods " in the following passages,
not altering another word.  Ami Godn said, let un make
man in our oien image, after our likenene." so (iods created
man in his image, in the image of Gods created him,
male anil female created he them—Gen. i, 20-27. Ami
tho Lord Gods »aid, behold man /<« become a» one of un
to know good front evil.”—iii.,, 22 And the Sons of
Gods saw the daughters of men that they were fair, ami
they took to themselves wives of all that they ehone,"
perhaps implying that they did not wait their consent,
or consider whether they were betrothed cr not, as
Jupiter with Helen in the form of a swan, or Jehovah
with Mary in thnt of a dove." “ There were Giants in
the <nrth in those days, and also, after the sons of Gods
camo unto the (laughters of men, they bear children
unto them ; tho same became mighty men fgiants like
Hercules ' which were of old time men ot renown.”—
Gen. vi, 1-5. In chapter v. we learn that ““Adam be-
gat a non in hie oien likenenn, after hin image, and called
his namo Saith." This similarity is borne out with
respect to God nnd man by other passages. In chapter
xvili. wo arc informed that “ Jehovah appeared to Abra-
ham in the plains of Mamro; lie lifted up his eyes, nnd
looked, and lo’ three men ntood by him" (doubtless
Elohim) ; for these he prepared a meal, they ate, and
drank besido Abraham. One of them is said to be
Jehovah, perhaps with two of his"sons. Such arc some
of tho descriptions given us in the beginning of theAJld
Testament of “ the Great Spirit that pervades the uni-
verse, the Gotl eternal, immortal, and invisible, the only
wife God who no man hath teen nor can tee!" “ who can-
not lie, who chnngeth not." God can only be known by
his works, by the study of nature, which few of the Old
Testament prophets attended to; their descriptions,
therefore, of him and his laws arc valueless. Astronomy
abovo all other sciences convinces our understanding
of the inconceivable immensity of the universe. Geo-
logy of the overwhelming duration of ages ithas existed.
Living organisms of the wisdom and benevolent design
of tho Creator. Job and Jesus were the two scriptural
characters who havo shown most attention to the works
and laws of nature. Job was evidently acquainted with
astronomy, for ho named several of the stars and con-
stellations ; and the character of his reflections concern-
ing God'B attributes aro truthful and sublime. “ Can'st
thou by searching find out God? Can'st thou find out
the Almighty unto perfection? It is as high as heaven,
whbat can'st thou do? Deeper than hell, what cau'st
thou know ? and the measure thereof is longer than tho
earth, and broader than the sea." *“ Behold I go for-
ward, but he is not there; backward, but | cannot
perceive him ; on the left band, whore he doeth work,
out I cannot behold him; he hidoth himself on the
right hand, that I cannot see him.” * In his hand is
the life of every living—the breath of all mankind. His
eyes are upon .the ways of a man, and he seoth all bis
doings. There is no darkness or shadow of death where

the workers of iniquity may hide themselves.”

Jesus studied God's moral attributes more than any
of the other writers of the Scriptures. His love, holi-
ness, forbearance, mercy, goodness, and truth ; holding
him up as a perfect pattern of all virtues ; as a tender
parent full ot benevolence by his example, precepts,
and parables ; kindling our love, confidence, admiration,

* Beptuiigent.
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and constraining u» thereby to obedience. Ifye, being
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children,
how much more will your Heavenly Father give good
thing» to them who ask him." * Ix?t your light so shine
before men that they, seeing your good works, may
glorify your Father which is in heaven.” *“ Love your
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them that despitefully use
you, that ye may be the children of your Father which
is in heaven, which maketh his sun to rise on the evil
and the good, nnd »endetli rain on the just and the un-
just." " Be ye, therefore, perfect, even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfect.”
B

DESIGN AND CHANCE.

TO TIIE F.DITOB OF THE UABIIIKOEB OF LIOHNT.

Silt—Your correspondent on tho abovo subject in
your last number, who opposes my paper, neither quotes
my words nor attempts to refute them; deal» largely in
assertion» and theories advocating nn Atheistic planless
evolution, lost in infinity; which seems neither God,
nor matter, design nor chance ; and which he does not
even prove to have any existence. | look upon it as
waste of time to nrguc the matter with him. Let your
readers carefully examino both papers, and consider
which deals with facts and things, and which with
speculations, theories, and assertions, and judge for
themselves which of the two is most conclusive.

1 am, Sir, &c.,

SEANCES AT THE ENERGETIC CIRCLE.

Deab llabiiinoeb—My last letter was dated the
23rd February. Since then our sittings have been more
interesting, the manifestations more powerful, and con-
siderable progress evidently made with the materialisa-
tion of the spirit-form, under the new test conditions of
seeing the medium and the spirit at tho same time.
The very warm weather having gone we may expect to
mako more rapid headway than wo have yet been ablo
to|do this year. At our seanco on Friday, tho 20th
Feo., five gentlemen only being present, the manifesta-
tions were very successful.  King's light was large and
luminous under the white drapery whieh covered it, and
all saw a smaller light placed on the medium's forehead.
The chairman reported that he saw the medium quite
plainly, and, at the same moment, a figure draped in
white kneeling or reclining on tho right of the medium'’s
chair. This figure seemed much larger than the one ho
saw there tho previous Friday: had a turban on its
head, and a long, black beard on its chin. He gota
slight glimpse of the features, which were very rale,
and his hand was drawn down its beard. All the others
reported similar, only they did not see the features.
The form, it was rapped out three times, was that of
John King. It will be remembered by your readers
that, on tho previous Friday, it was Katie King who
was seen. | desiro hero to remnrk that those sapient
critics, who came to the conclusion that the drapey
belonged to some of the ladies present, must now find
some other source than that for its appearance, as at
this seance no ladies were present, and still the drapery
came, and in even larger proportions. Possibly it might
have been the medium’s shirt, but as | saw him all the
time, | can vouch that he was in full dress. Several
times siuce, at our Friday sittings, no ladies have been
present, but the drapery has come all the same. King—
per the medium—Ilaughed and talked to the members,
and seemed in high spirits. He called to us to unjoin
hands, and the seance closed at 8.10 o’clock, having
lasted just 40 minutes. On Sunday, the 28th, there
being nine members present, the chairman continued
the readings from Dr. Wolfe'B new book on Spiritualism,
and Mr. W. played several times on the organ. At
this-Beance the light, when first seen, was a small speck,
but gradually enlarged to the usual size. It is phospho-
rescent in its composition, and is partly, drawn from tho
bodies of those present. Sometimes white vapour as in
ordinary phosphorus proceeds from it, and has the same
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disagreeable smell. At other times no smell is percep-
tible. The same figure as on Friday appeared on the
right of the medium, and three gentlemen, namely,
Messrs H., B., and D. had their hands placed on the
beard, which felt soft and silky to the touch, and to the
sight, black. The medium as usual was seen at the
same time King remarked suddenly—“The power is
going," and almost immediately the light became invis-
ible, and the seance closed st 8.5 o'clock. At the seance
on Friday, the 5th March, six members being present,
King's light became visible, and the entranced medium
was made to hold a small light to his own face and beard,
while with bis other hand he held the larger one to those
of the figure seen by all on his right. He waved the
light along the drapery, and round about and over its
head, he being visible Inmself all the time. Several saw
a large arm extended from the draped figure towards
the vice-chairman, and just as the light was going out
the chairman got a glimpse of the uncovered head of the
spirit, which appeared to him like a bare head without
a wig. As showing the presence of an independent
entity amongst us, I may here record that the medium
being a clerk, and particularly engaged on Fridays, ex-
pressed a strong wish to have the night of meeting
changed from hriday to Thursday, his wish being in
accordance with that of the rest of the circle, as it would
be more suitable for him and them, it was agreed to
refer the matter to John King. Accordingly,just before
the close of the seance, I asked King if he could oblige
the medium by changing the night of meeting, as it
would likewise be a better division of the week, when
he answered in a loud voice, and in the most emphatic
manner, “ 1t can't be done." Now, had the minds of
the circle anything to do with this decision? Both the
medium and the circle strongly wished for the change,
but the controlling spirit forbade it, clearly evincing to
us all that there was some very cogent reason why it
could not be made, as usually King and our spirit-band
are most obliging. On 8unday, the 7th, the weather
was muggy and thundery, and therefore the manifesta-
tions were not so good. Several of our usual spint-band
announced their presence. King's light enabled us to
see his form indistinctly to the right of the medium.
He remarked to us—* The atmospheric conditions are
against us to-night.” There were nine present at this
seance, and Miss F., having returned home from her trip
to St. Kilda, resumed her usual place at the organ. On
Friday, the 12th March, seven being present, the chair-
man read an instructive article from the (London)
Bpiritualut anent the materialisation and de-materialisa-
tion of the spirit-form at Newcastle-on-Tyne. At this
seance it was observed that the form was becoming
larger. Miss F. and the chairman saw it more clearly
than any of the others. On Sunday, the 14th, an extract
was read from the Spiritualut aneut the manifestations
of the Eddy brothers. Miss F. played several choice
selections on the organ. The medium shortly after-
wards was controlled, and a strange spirit spoke through
him in the voice of an aged person; laughed and said,
*You don't know who I am  butno sooner wire the
words out than King announced his presence, and the
circle sang his hymn. His light became very luminous,
and about half of those present saw the spirit-form to
the right of the medium and the latter at the same time.
The figure was larger than yet seen, and more heavily
draped. A very small hand like that of a child's was
placed in that of the chairman, which King said was
Katie's. Friend H. reported that he was pulled forward,
the medium’s head with a small light on it being placed
on his shoulder, while with his hand he held the larger
one up to the draped figure, which he saw most dis-
tinctly. 8ister C. also saw the figure, but no features.
Before the light disappeared both chairmen reported
having seen a large quantity of drapery between the
medium and them. The chairman said it extended from
the floor to a height of ui'x feet, and was pulled up
towards the ceiling, evidently by an invisible band, as
it gradually disappeared from his gaze. On Friday, the
19th, seven memoers being present, and the weather
beautiful, the manifestations were more pronounced.
After Miss F. had played several fine operatic selections
on the organ, all hands were joined and the light put out,
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prayer said, and the medium controlled In a little
King's light appeared and be«ame very clear, the spirit-
form graduallv coming into view on the nght of the
medium, the latter being seen at the same *moment.
The drapery appeared more than usually white, and the
beard on the chin was long and well formed There
was also a turban on the head, but no features were
seen  Six out of the seven saw both the medium and
the draped figure, the other one only seeing the light.
The figure was smaller than on Sunday last, but better
shaped. The seance only lasted thirty-five minutes.
Before King's light went out, | may add that the white
drapery was held up for all of usto see There were
several yards of it.

Our seance on Sunday, the 21st. was attended by
nine members, and in a week more there will be a full
circle, as all the ladies will hare then returned from the
sea bathing.. The manifestations of last night's seance
were of a similar character to those of Friday. Several
of us saw the draped figure and the medium quite
plainly, and my fingers were slowlv and (?uietly drawn
through the beard of the former, kut still no features
were seen.  An unknown spirit, who has manifested be-
fore, controlled the medium and spoke through him as
follows :—* | was born in Swansea, Wales, in 1799. and
died in the 14th Avenue, New York, America, in 1871.
When you hear my name you will be contented. |
have manifested at 45 circles in Philadelphia, and assis-
ted in many and varied manifestations—good-night"
Then John King again controlled and, per the medium,
said :—" If | could get your minds as one, you would
obtain what you all want to see much sooner. What
we want principally is unity and harmony : these above
all things. You should neither come nor leave with
expectations in your minds of what you want to see, as
it prevents us from advancing. Nor should you admit
any members who would desire to come here from an idle
curiosity, as it—though you may not think so—throws
you back many months. Have patience and persever-
ance, and you will in a little time see all you have been
promised.”  Then Alfred Longmore said:—"*1 only
manifest when the conditions are favorable. You are
again making power. 1fyou will only study the condi-
tions, and endeavour to fulfil them, it will be greatly to
your advancement. You are now making steady pro-
gress. Ifyou had obtained all you want to see without
the exercise of patience and trouble, you would not
have thought much of it. But what you wish for will
come, and, when it does, see that you keep it." The
eveumg hymn was then sung, and the seance closed.
Light was now called for and struck rather quickly : the
consequence was that the medium was thrown on the
floor, and his guides Beemed unable to raise him or
awaken him. | asked if the vice-chairman should do so,
when with his head he was made to give three loud raps
on the floor in the affirmative.

Your readers, no doubt, will be surprised that we
have not yet been able to see the faces of our spirit
guides ; but they must remember that the old conditions
under which we sat so long, and under which we saw
them, were broken up, thus breaking the magnetic chain,
and that time alone can restore it to us. We are, as
was said by one of the spirits last night, “ making steady
progress,” and under such circumstances too 0s cannot
fail when success crowns our efforts, to give unbounded
satisfaction to all true friends of Spiritualism. And this,
I trust, will be achieved without the aid of any “Judy
Box " or cabinet.
Sandhurst,

22nd March, 1875.

THE CHAIRMAN”?

THE SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE.

This journal (the oldest English exponent of Spiritual-
ism) has entered upon a new era, under the editorship
of Dr. 8exton. Under the previous editorships of Mr.
Shorter and Mr. Wilkinson, the magazino has always
occupied a respectable position amongst the spiritual
literature, containing many excellent and durable arti-
cles emanating from the leading minds connected with
the spiritual movement. The assumption by Dr. Sexton
of the editorial chair will give an impetus to the maga_
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zine, n», in addition to the talent of bin predecessors, he
posHcrHes great business energy and literary experience.
The January number of the Magazine contains a por-
trait of Dr. Wm. Ilitchman, and a biographical sketch
of that talented Spiritualist; an article on Spiritual
Progress in America, by R. D. Owen ; a scientific pap<*r
on “ Organic Electricity,” by Dr Hitcliman ; an article
on Scientific Religion and the Missing Link, by Thos.
Brevier, and other interesting matter. There is an
appeal to the publi; to support the magazine, offering
inducements to largo subscribers, which we trust will
be responded to by our wealthy friends, as the circula-
tion of really good spiritualistic literature must exercise
a powerful influence in paving the way for enquiry into

MR. CHARLES BRIGHTS LECTURES.

The course of Frecthought lectures, by Mr. Charles
Bright, announced in our last month's issue, opened at
the Temperance Hall, Russcll-street, on the I Itli March,
with great success. The body of the largo hall, which
with its galleries is said to be capable of seating nearly
a thousand persons, was well filled ; and the audience
and the lecturer seemed to be in thorough sympathy
together, for though Mr Bright particularly requested
that all expressions of feeling might be restrained, as
other parts of the building were occupied by persons
differently employed, nevertheless, the subdued expres-
sions of approval that came spontaneously and seemingly
irrepressibly from various parts of the audience, were
noither few nor far between. The tone Mr. Bright
takes in speaking of the religious beliefs,and as he thinks
religious errors, common in the world around us at the
present day, is calm and kindly, yet not at all uncertain
in its sound, and we do not think that cither any de-
vout Christian or any sincere well-wisher to mankind,
whatever might bo his belief, could possibly quarrel with
the beautiful picture, given in the opening lecture, of
wliat the world wouldg be if it would once fully and
faithfully put in practice tho Christianity of Christ.
We congratulate tlie Melbourne Association of Progres-
sive Spiritualists on their happy choice of a lecturer, and
we hope the success which has attended this effort of
theirs to gain the ear-of tho public, will encourage them
to continued effort in tho same direction. Great truths
grow by reaching new minds, they grow in strength and
they grow in development. For every mind that re-
ceives now truth, bosides being itself benefited, adds
something much or little, according as it is itself weak
or strong to that truth. It is by bringing our thoughts,
our opinions, and our experiences continually before
other men that we correct the crudeness of our own in-
dividuality, and thus also wo help others to grow into
wider knowledge and fuller experiences than they could
possibly attain to so long ns each party remained asso-
ciated only with those who agreo exactly with themselves
in their beliefs.

It is thus and thus alone—by this association and
comparison of dissimilar ideas—that man ever has pro-
gressed in thought. Any society or body of men who
propose this object to themselves are working for the
truth, for nothing but truth can stand this teBt. We,
therefore, heartily wish success to the present movement
among the Spiritualists of Melbourne, and hope to see
both it and many similar ones successfully carriod out.
It is a duty, as well as a privilege, to encourage native
talent, and when that supply fails, or when variety is
needed, as it always is sooner or later, England and
America boast not a few names among our ranks that
would command the respectful attention of the wisest
and most learned in the community. There is no real
reason why we need sit down silent under the sneers
and misrepresentations of those who are either too
bigoted in their own opinions, or too ignorant of the
facts of Spiritualism, to do it justice. As long as we do
so our enemies and traducers hold the field against us,
and the name of the brightest faith and beet founded
hope that ever helped men through life, becomes a bye-
word and a mockery through our inertness. With ener-
getic action on the part of our associations and their

committees, there'tt'no necessity for our remaining thus
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misunderstood and ill spoken of. They have but to act
vigorously and perseveringly in the direction of those
objects for which associations are formed, and which no
individual effort alone can reach, and we shall become
aeknowledgedly what we are in reality—strong, rich,
and numerous. We are strong, for nothing is so strong
as truth, and we have no other object than truth. Wo
are rich, for we have a knowledge for which kings and
emperors might well lay down their crowns. We are
numerous, for they which be with us are more than they
which be against us. Companions and comrades innu-
merable accompany us in our daily work, and help us in
our undertakings. Best and most of all, however,
can they help us in those undertakings which
have no selfishuess in their aims, but which Beek with-
out reserve tho spread of truth and the benefit of our
fellow beings.

HOW | CAME TO STUDY SPIRITUAL

PHENOMENA.
A CHAPTER OF AUTOBIOGRAPHY.—By ROBERT DALE OWBN.
(From the “Atlantic Monthly,” November.}
(Concluded from page 788)

Leaviug out a few sittings, as to which I had doubts
whether the results were fairly obtained, the character
of the sittings for communications through the table
recorded in this volume was, as nearly as they could be
classified, ob follows..—

Serious, 30; Frivolous, 3 ;
Total, 38.

One example of profanity—tho only one throughout
my experience of eighteen years—occurred Oct.. 11,
1856 ; and for that | was prepared. For two months
before, the Baroness Suckow, of Bavaria, then on a visit
to Naples, and having brought a letter of introduction
to me, related to me some of her spiritual experience ;
this among the rest. On one occasion, while sitting in
a circle with several young ladies of rank, cultivated
and refined, the table gave some answer so evidently
absurd that one of them said, Il That's not true!”
whereupon the table, by the alphabet, spelled out such
shocking oaths that the ladies, ashamed and terrified,
broke up the sitting. The character and demeanour of
the baroness, stamped with German earnestness, and
with a touch of enthusiasm, was to me sufficient voucher
for this narrative.

Our experience was similar. At our private circle a
(alleged) spirit, assuming to be Mrs. Owen's mother,
made several replies so irrelevant and inconsequent that
Mrs. Owen said, ““You have been deceiving us all the
time. You are not my mother.”

Whereupon there came this: “ Mary lies, dam you”
(thus spelled).

I may add, as to the sittings classified as “ frivolous "
and “ boisterous,” that theBO occured, as a rule, when
the assistants were numerous and were chiefly young
people, or others, who had come together for an even-
Ing's amusement.

In summing up, at the close of this volume, I find my
conclusions, so far, thus recorded :

“Ab to the great questions touching tho alleged
agency of spirits in framing communications through in-
voluntary writing, or through the table, | regard it, after
eight months' experiments, as still undecided, either in
the affirmative or negative. If the proofs for, are numer-
ous and striking, the difficulties against are Berious and
unexplained.”

Of these difficulties the chief were : false intelligence
given; occasional failure, by tests, to detect a spirit
afterward discovered to have assumed a false name;
occasional giving back of our own ideas, even when
these proved afterward incorrect; but chiefly the failure
to communicate anything not known to us at the time,
and of which we afterward verified the truth.

But if, on the one hand, 1 withheld assent from the
spiritual theory until further investigation; on the other,
my reason rejected the speculations which were put for-
ward, in those days, to disparage the phenomena, or to
sustain the pneumatic hypothesis. Of these the most
accredited were by two French authors of repute, the

False, 3 ; Boisterous, 2;



THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

Marquis de Mirville and the Count de Gasparin. They
attracted much attention, and obtained a wide circula-
tion. Both writers admitted the reality of the phenom-
ena, as | did; both traced them to the agency of a
mysterious fluid ; but at that point their conclusions
diverged.

Da Mirrille, a Roman Catholic, admitted an ultra-
mundane agency, but asserted that, except when under
ecclesiastical sanction, and within the limits of one
privileged church, these “ fluidic manifestations " (as he
called them) were demoniac only. As | never believed
in the doctrine of human depravity, so neither could my
mind admit the idea that if, under cosmical law, there
was influx or intervention from another world, such in-
fluence could be accursed in its nature, be controlled by
a vagrant devil, seeking whom he might devour.

De Gasparin, on the contrary, rejected all intermun-
dane agency, as cause ; assenting to a theory which had
previously been set forth by Mons, de Mousseaux, and
thus expressed : “ That spirit which you have the gener-
osity to attribute to the table is nothing more than your
own spirit replying to your own questions. The act is
accomplished bv the operation of a fluid which escapes
from you, which moves the table unconsciously to
you, and which governs it in conformity with your
sentiments.”

I took pains to make clear to myself the objections to
this opinion ; and these | recorded at the close of the
manuscript volume from which | have been abstracting.
,%b they have never been published, | here produce
them.

"Let us look narrowly to this theory, and examine
what it is that it takes for granted. First, a fluid
escapes from our bodies and enters the table ; and when
we will or request the table to move, that Jluid moves it.

“1 do not assert that, so far, the theory is necessarily
incorrect. But yet this of itself would be wonderful,
beyond any natural phenomenon with which | am ac-
quainted. What other example have we, in the whole
circle of physical experiments ever made by man, of the
human will passing out of the living frame of which it
determines so mysteriously the movements, and acting
on an inert, inanimate mass, which it causes to obey
each varying command that may be given ?

“ The advocates of this theory remind us, in explana-
tion, that every day—each moment almost—we transmit
motion to external inanimate matter by mechanical
action ; then why not iu some other way ? Mechanical
action is not the only mode of action in the world;
caloric expands bodies; the loadstone draws towards
itself the distant iron.

“ But the analogy does not hold good. If the fluid,
passing from our bodies into the table, uniformly caused
it (let us suppose) to split into pieces ; or if, in every
case, it acted so as to produce rotary or oscillatory
motion, then, indeed, we might liken its action to that
of heat or mineral magnetism, as being determinate and
consonant. But, on the contrary, its manifestations are
as various as the commands of human caprice can issue.
I bid the table to lift the leg next to me, it lifts it; the
opposite leg, it obeys. | request it to beat poln time
or dance ajig; it conforms, with efforts grotesque and
ludicrous, to each requirement. Did the command of
any mortal creature ever cause the thermometer to rise
one degree beyond the point to which the temperature
pervading the atmosphere had contracted or expanded
it? Could the combined will of thousands determine
the action of the magnet in a direction at right angles to
a straight line drawn from the iron to itself?

“ But, secondly, supposing it possible to explain these
phenomena on physical principles, we have but touched
the threshold of the mystery, disposing of but the first
and least difficulty. Others far greater are yet to bo met.

“A fluid (according to De Gasparin), passing from
our bodies into inert matter, pot only moves that matter
at our bidding, but, from its inanimate abode, it enters
into intellectual correspondence with us; it answers
with pertinence our various questions; itjoins in the
conversation, and replies, assentingly or dissentingly, to
incidental remarks made (as | suppose we must express
it) in its hearing. Sometimes, even, it comments on
these remarks. Its conversation, though at times carried
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on with apparent hesitation, u« if under the difficulty of
a novel attempt is,'in a general wav, reasonable and
consistent, seldom exhibiting contradictions

“ Let us consider what all this involves. Do we en-
gage in conversation with a fluid? Does one portion
of ourselves talk to another portion, and receive an
answer from it? Is the nervous fluid (if it be a nervous
fluid) endowed with intelligence? And does that por-
tion of this intelligent fluid which has passed out of our
bodies to lodge in the table, comment upon what the
portion which remains within us thinks and says ?

“ And yet even this is not the entire case A second
instalment of difficulties remains to be encountered still.

“The fluid gives many indications of being an inde-
pendent entity. Like any living thing, it shows personal
preferences ; and. still more strange, it exhibits change-
ful moods. Usually quiet and earnest, it > yet some-
times boisterous and rollicking ; to-day, frivolous or
petulant, to-morrow, mischievous or abusive. And these
moods do not uniformly correspond to the state of mind
of the assistants.

“ More extraordinary yet is the fact that the replies
given by this fluid, and the comments and suggestions
made by it, are frequently far from being echoes of the
opinions or expectations of the questioners It makes,
unexpected to all present, original suggestions, and these
of a rational character. It sometimes calls up from the
recesses where they have slumbered for half a lifetime
the secret images of the past, and presents these to us
in a sudden and startling manner  Occasionally, even,
the answers and allegations are contrary to the expecta-
tions or belief of the individuals from whose persons the
fluid is alleged to have gone out.

“ It does more yet. The fluid within the table origin-
ates an argument with the fluid within us, objecting to
a chance expression which the other has employed. On
another occasion, instead of replying, as we expected, to
a question asked, it goes out of its way to defend the
individual whom it impersonates against an unfavourable
opinion casually expressed by one of the assistants;
thus, as it were, reproving for undue severity that bodily
portion of the fluid of which, but an hour before, it had
been a constituent pari.

“Then here is not only a duality of intelligence caused
by the alleged division into two portions (the internal
and the external) of the nervous fluid of the human
svstem, but there is not even harmony between the two.
Not only does the external portion rummaging in the
store-house of the mind drag forth un-looked for thoughts
and recollections, but it still more evidently exhibits the
attributes of a distinct reflecting existence. It takes
that portion of itself from which it has recently parted
by surprise. It begins a controversy with it. It con-
veys a reproof to it.  Finally, one portion of this dual-
ised fluid occasionally tells the other portion of it what
that other portion knows to be a lie!

“ Where, in all human experience, within the entire
range of natural science, have wo hitherto encountered
phenomena bearing any analogy to these ?*"

It seems to me, as | copy this argument, that | had
already obtained what should have sufficed to convince
me of the reality of an outside thinking entity, not mun-
dane ; a conviction which virtually involves the spiritual
theory. The recollection of the fact that I still hejd
back, awaiting further evidence, has taught me charity
for persistent doubters who must have proof on proof
ere they can believe. | think my hesitation was chiefly
produced by this, that | had not yet become reconciled
to the idea that in the next Fhase of existence there are
the same varieties of intelligence and of power as We
find in this world; and that, there as here, success in a
novel experiment is achieved only by practice and per-
severing effort.

But | bad already abandoned one error; seeing
clearly that, whatever else this phenomenon might be, it
was not a reflex of one's own opinions.

It needs not, and might be tedious, to go through my
third volume of observations. They corroborate sub-
stantially former results, with a few further proofs
toward the spiritual theory added. Ofthese last one or
two may be worth citing; the first touching that diffi-
cult question, identification of spirits.
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Jan. 21, 1857, at a private circle, my brother William,
who died in 1842, unexpectedly announced himsolf. He
had lived with us, being a widower, during the last few
years of his life, and thus Mrs. Owen was intimately ac-
quainted with his habitual feelings. She asked, “Ifthis
is really you, William, will you spell out something to
assure us of it?"—A. | am cured: death cured me.

Mrs. Owen. | do believe it is William himself.

For five or six years before his death, William was a
cruel martyr to dyspepsia; he suffered cruelly, and the
care of his health was his constant and absorbing thought.
If spirits, when they return to earth, recur to what were
their ruling passions and hopes ere they left the body,
Mrs. Owen might well accept this congratulatory state-
ment touching an escapo from daily suffering to perfect
health, as one of the strongest tests which her brother-
in-law could have given in proof of his personal identity.

July 0, 1857, again our own circle. We had ascer-
tained by repeated experiments that, while the table
could spell out any word which 1 thought of, it never in
any instance seemed able to read a word in Mrs. Owen’s
mind ; and, if urged to persevere in the attempt, would
reply, “All dark,” or “No light," or employ some
similar expression. On one occasion she had thought
of the word “ soap,” and it declared, as usual, that it
could see nothing. Then Mrs. Owen said, “ Ill go into
my bed-chamber and touch what I thought of." She
did bo, the room being quite dark ; then returned and
asked, “ WIliut did | touch ?”—A. No—

Mrs. Owen. Its going to spell “ no light."

I said, “ Lot us make sure ofit. Please go on  and
it spelled n. | urged it in vain to finish the word ; 1
could get nothing inoro.

“Is that all?“ | asked. ““Yes." ““Docs it mean
that you cannot seo?” “*No." Then first it occurred
to mo that it had spelled tho word note.

When | suggested this, Mrs. Owen, after reflecting a
little, buret into a hearty laugh, and asked, “ Whbat did
I touch it with ?"—A. Soap.

Thereupon she explained to us that when she entered
the dark room, groping about, she had laid her band
upon n cake of scented soap and smelled it, and that
she distinctly recollected fbut not until the table re-
called tbo fact, that blio did touch her nose with it.
After telling us that Bho relapsed into thoughtful grav-
ity, “Tho thing,” she exclaimed at last, * must nave
followed me in the dark and seen everything | did 1”

Tho Rev. Mr. Godfrey, an English clergyman, experi-
menting in table-moving, recognised tho Thmg as we
did; but he, somewhat nastily, concluded that it was
Satan himself. The reason he assigns for this belief is
that his table romained stationary as often as he laid the
Bible on it, but wont on moving under any other book.
The experiment may have been suggested to him by a
perusal of St. Anthony's biography, in which we read
that the devil appeared to him as “a spirit, very tall,
with a great show, who vanished at the Saviour's name."
As tho reverend gentloman’s work, then recently pub
lished, had obtained a notice from The London Quarterly
Review, we decided to spend a few minutes in verifying
or disproving his theory. Having put a volume of
Tennyson’s poems on the table, we asked for three tips,
and get them. When we replaced this book by the
Bible, tho tips came just as freely. A second time we
placed Tennyson on the table, and asked to have it
shaken ; the table obeyed. Again we replaced it by the
Bible, and the table was shaken as distinctly as before.

So our table, unlike Mr. Godfrey’s, exhibited no ink-
ling of the diabolical.

I find the sittings in this volumo thus classified :

Serious, apparently truthful, and exhibiting good feel-
ing, 75; frivplous, 8; during which false intelligence

was communicated, 11; in which a spirit evinced reven-
geful sentiments, 1. Total sittings, 90.

Thus five-sixths of our sittings were of a serious and
satisfactory character; a consiaeiable improvement on
last volume.

Also, | found recorded,that, out of more than two
hundred mental questions (216), ninety-three per cent
= received strictly relevant answers; a very satis-

y proportion. These were important, not only as
experiments in thought-reading, but as enabling me to
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eliminate all expectation except my own, as influence in
determining or modifying the replies.

The above may suffice as a sketch of my early studies
in this field, then little explored. The point of progress
which | had reached is indicated by a document recor-
ded at the close of my third volume, and which I here
produce.

8UOOE3TED THEORY.

“ A theory for which | have not yet found sufficient
proof, but which harmonises with the phenomena, so far
as observed, is the following : —

“ 1. There is a phase of life after the death-change in
which identity is retained - the same diversity of char-
acter being exhibited among spirits, as here on earth
among men.

"2. Under certain conditions the spirits of the dead
have the power to communicate with the living.

“ 3. Spirits when in communication with earth have
the power of moving considerable weights and of pro-
ducing certain sounds; also the power of reading in
the minds of some men and women, but perhaps not of
all.  They experience many difficulties in communicat-
ing ; and partly because of this, but partly also for other
reasons, their communications are often uncertain and
unreliable.

“4. Spirits communicate more readily when the com-
munications happen to coincide with the thoughts or
expectations of the questioner; yet they do, in many
instances, declare what is unthought of and unexpected
to those to whom the communications are made.

“ 5. One of the conditions of spirit communion is the
presence of one or more of a class of persons peculiarly
gifted, and who are usually called mediums.

“ 6. This communion occurs, not through any suspen-
sion of the laws of nature, but in accordance with
certain constant lawB, with the operations of which wo
are very imperfectly acquainted.”

To this document 1 find appended the following :—

“ Note.—Under the above theory all the chief pheno-
mena we have observed find ready explanation. 1 have
heard of no anti-spiritual hypothesis of which the same
can be said. It remains to be seen whether further
experiments will confirm or disprove this theory; or
whether any other theory can |jo suggested, involving
less of the marvel than the above, yet adequate to the
explanation of the phenomena in question.”

No further than this, and with hesitation, had | made
my way after two hundred sittings, running through
sixteen months! Yet | have heard certain persons—
cautious and sensible in other things—unscrupulously
assume, as the result of a few weeks’ experience, that
they had probed this matter to the bottom, and ascer-
tained, beyond possible doubt, that it was all mere
imposture or delusion.

1 propose, in my next paper, briefly to sot forth some
general results from my spiritual experience ; proposing
simply to stato these, and to glance at their connection
with civilisation and cosmical progross, not to argue
their truth. The arguments for and against modern
S%iritualism swell to volumes, and can be found else-
where.

Robert Dale Oweh.

THE KATIE KING EXPOSURE.

The American spiritualistic papers received by the
Californian mail aro full of correspondence touching the
alleged fraud on the part of the Holmes mediums.
There is no doubt that Messrs. Owen and Child have
been deceived, but the question is—By whom were they
deceived ? by the Holmes’s or by the aoi dieant widow
who professes to have personated Katie King? Al-
though she has made a statutory declaration before a
judge, her own name is not appended to it, which ren-
ders it worthless; and a lady writing to the Banner of
Light offerB to produce two witnesses to prove that she
is not a widow as represented, but has a Husband living
who keeps a drinking saloon in Connecticut. The
Holmes’s are continuing their Beancrt at Philadelphia,
and many recognised materialisations have appeared.
Five persons also testify to having seen the pseudo
Katie King in a lager beer saloon, during the progress
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of * seance at the Holmes's, where a materialised spirit
calling herself Katie King was seeu by all present. An
affidavit by the carpenter who made the Holmes's cabi-
net is published, testifying to its truthful construction ;
also the testimony of ten respectable persons, who,
daring the series of manifestations, and immediately after
a seance, took the cabinet to pieces and assured them-
selves that it was substantially made and exempt from
slippanels. The conclusion arrived at by the Banner
of Light is—that the Holmes's are mediums, and that
spirits have materialised in their presence, but that
when the nerve-aura of the medium was expended fraud
was committed for the sake of the money the seances
brought in.

EXTRAORDINARY SEANCES IN AMERICA.

Tux following letter from H. H. Moody, late of the
London Hotel, Dunedin, has been placed at our disposal.
The letter is dated Massachusetts,  December
22nd, 1874

Mr Deab Fbiejvd— . I send you twenty copies
of the New York Graphic, containing a full account of
what Col. H. 8. Olcott Baw at the residence of the Eddy
family, in Chittenden, Vermont. 1 can corroborate most
of his statements. 1 wrote you some time ago about my
trip to Cascade. It so difficult to obtain permission to
visit the Eddys, and | have made application repeatedly
during the summer, by letter, but without effect, until
last month, when | was fortunate enough to get permis-
sion, and went up on the 30tb. What 1 saw and heard
during my stay of two weeks would fill avolume. 1 give
you only an outline. Read Col. Olcott's twenty com-
munications in the Graphic. The illustrations are very
correct.  The circle room is 40 x 20 feet. At one end
of it there is a platform about two feet high, and ten feet
wide, extended across the room. On the edge of the
platform is a railing about three feethigh. On the plat-
form is a cabinet or closet about two feet six inches wide,
seven feet long, and six feet high. It is lathed and
plastered, with a small window, over which a piece of
gauze is nailed. There is an opening for a door, over
which a blanket is hung. An old lady, a Mrs Cleaveland,
sits at one end of the platform, and on the other side a
Mrs Jacobs, of New Orleans, plays on a cabinet organ.
Two rows of benches where the audience sit are about
ten feet from the platform. There were from fifteen to
twenty-four persons at each sitting. We take our seats,
all join hands, and William Eddy takes his place in the
cabinet. The kerosene lamp is turned down so low that
you cannot fully distinguish the features ofa person, but
you can easily see the form and size. Some circles are
a good deal lighter than others. Among those that | saw
were numbers of my own friends-one my old friend Mr C.
Redding, who lived at Inglewood and Dunedin. He was
killed about four years ago at the central shaft of the
Hoosac Tunnel. He appeared twice—walked from the
cabinet on the platform, dressed precisely as he was when
last 1 saw him, He could not speak, but answered my
questions by raps with his band. | also saw my sister
and brother, who passed away over twenty-six years ago;
also, a cousin, who passed on a few years since ; also, a
young girl who lived near us. Honto, an Indian girl,
appeared a good many times. She played on the organ,
and sang and danced. One evening, she invited two
ladies and two gentlemen to dance with her. They
danced about ten minutes. Honto remained out so long
that she had no power to get back into the cabinet, but
faded away on the stage. She made two or three Bhawls
at almost every seance. Mrs Jacobs, who played on the
organ, handled them. Some felt like silk and wool, and
some like all silk. One Bhe made was at least nine feet
long, and three feet wide. After showing them they
threw then into the cabinet- Nickachee, an Indian over
six feet, appeared on the stage, dressed in full Indian
costume, lie asked Horatio Eddy to dance with him
and they danced some five minutes. He threw his feet
at times nearly as high as Mr Eddy’s bead, who is nearly,
six feet talk He left the platform, walked within a few
feet of where I was sitting, and shook hands with a
gentleman sitting next to me. He then put his hands
on the railing, jumped on the platform and disappeared
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in the cabinet. Mrs Jacobs's mother and brother came
many times to see her, she would shake hands with them,
and we could hear them converse together A fonner slave
of Mrs Jacobs, named Sally, came a number of times, shook
hands with Mrs Jacobs, and talked with her. One night
she said she wanted to smoke. A pipe was filled with
tobacco, lit, and given to her. She smoked, she played
on a tambourino, and danced over five minutes Bhe
also sang “ Old Zip Coon." Residing in the spirit land
a few years had not taken a bit of the Nigger fun out of
her. Nichachee's wife, an Indian Pnncess, appeared,
dressed in latest style, a magnificent black silk velvet
dress, trimmed with beautiful pearls and diamonds. ~ She
allowed Mrs Jacobs to examine them. Her daughter,
Black Swan, appeared, dressed splendidly. One evening
the “ Witch of the Mountain" appeared on the platform,
took a chair, sat down and addressed us iu loud clear
voice for about fifteen minutes. God, she said, was the
soul of the universe. We would have to suffer for every
violation of his laws—for every sin committed. To be
saved from suffering, wo would have to work and do good.
If we ouly lived up to the example which Christ had set,
we would surely be saved. A few nights before I was
there the “ Witch of the Mountain™ came out with a
magnificent diamond bracelet. Most of the spirits, after
they have been out a few times, can speak so that you
can hear them. At one seance, in less than one hour
and a-half, sixteen materialised forms came out of the
cabinet—from a little child about two or three years
old, with curly ringlets and a wreath of flowers on her
head, to a gigantic Indian six feet three inches tall, with
a enow sledge on his back, rifle, bow and arrows, Ac. At
eleven seances which | attended, one hundred and
twenty-nine different materialised forms appeared.

When Horatio Eddy holds a dark seance many very
wonderful things take place. At one circle I tied his
hands behind him, and then tied him to a chair. He
then asked a large-sized gentleman to sit in his lap;
then he asked a lady to sit in a chair in front of him;
then a rope was put around the gentleman and held by
the lady. The light was put out, and in a minute a
spirit voice said, “ Good evening, ladies and gentlemen ;
we have come to give you a little music to-night. Our
band numbers eleven." He then named them over.
The spirit controlling that circle is named George Dix.
He says he was drowned in the steamer President, many
years ago. We had then some fine music—about a dozen
instruments playing at the same time  The first night
I was there. George Dix said they would play a piece
entitled, “ The Storm at Sea," and remarked that he
supposed we had all heard a storm at sea. Some one
replied that they had not George Dix said, “ Mr.
Moody, you know well enough what a storm at sea is,
don't you?" | replied, ““Yes.” | thought it strange
that he should know my name, so the next time he came,
I said, “ Mr. Dix, will you pleaBe tell me how you knew
my name ?"* He replied, " | will, Mr. Moody ; I some-
times accompany Mr. Peebles, and | have heard him
call you by name." I asked him if it was in New York.
He said, “ No, it was far away across the water, at a
place called Dunedin, in New Zealand.” Mayflower
sung, plaved on instruments, and talked to us. She told
one gentleman she had a great mind to kiss him; then
she said she did not think it would be beet; then she
said she would kiss him, if it were the death of her.
She then gave him a smack which was heard all over
the room. George Dix came next, add delivered an
address. He said there were thousands upon thousands
of disembodied spirits wandering up and down in spirit-
land, who were most unhappy in consequence of the
lives which they led when in the body. But the very
worst and most miserable of them, if they so willed it
and strove,.could better their condition, and eventually
become bright and shining spirits. He said there were
enough for all of us in this world, and to spare; and
those who were hoarding up more than they required,
and depriving others of their just rights, or seeing others
Buffer, would have something fearful to answer for here-
after. Having concluded his address, he came round
and shook hands with us and bid us good night.

Horatio Eddy also holds a very light circle, where
spirit-hands are seen, musical instruments played upon,
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&c. At one of the seances he asked me to sit by his
side. | took off my coat, and he put both of his hands

on my bare arm and held me, and the instruments
played the same as ever. | was patted on the face and
back, and had my whiskers pulled by spirit hands. |
saw a spirit hand, within six inches of my face, write the
name “ George Dix ” on a card—the room being quite
light, and Horatio Eddy having hold of my arm at the
time. | saw another spirit hand, which I could almost
swear was the hand of my old partner. It wrote his
name —" Rufus Smith." A female hand then appeared,
and wrote, “From your darling sister, Elizabeth Moody."
In all, there were about twenty different cards written
upon for different persons in the room. | cannot write
you one hundredth part of what | saw and heard.

The question was asked George Dix, how the mater-
ialisation was done. He replied at some length. As
near as | can recollect, it was in substance as follows:-—
All the elements which compose a man's body and
clothes float in the atmosphere. Spirits collect them
and form the body and dress, using the medium and
persons present to get from them matter that gives life
to the body formed. In order to do this, every spirit
must form a battery of and for itself. That battery is
the Divine spark which is in every person, and it de-
pends upon tne strength of that Divine spark whether
the spirits of our friends can exhibit strongly or other-
wise. That spark is an emanation from God, the Great
Spirit, who acts through that Force which Tyndall says
we cannot comprehend.

1 must say, in justice to the Eddy Brothers, that
every facility was given for the detection of fraud. We
were allowed to examine the cabinet and all the rooms
in the house. During the two weeks that | was there,
I kept a sharp look-out, and I am bound to say that the
one hundred and twenty-nine materialised forms which
appeared were genuine. | am thoroughly confirmed in
my belief in the fact that our friends can and do come
hack, and show themselves, and that there is for us a
life eternal. It shows how careful we should be as to
our conduct in this world, seeing that those who are
near and dear to us, and who have gone before us, are
cognisant of all our actions. 1fthe Eddys had assistants
and a wardrobe, they could not, as they do, represent
the friends and relations of their visitors, and make
them converse in their own well-known voices. Another
thing, William Eddy, who goes into the cabinet, does all
the cooking and washing, generally for about twenty-
two persons. He is in the kitchen all day, and does
not go upstairs until the members of the circle take
their seats. He is a good strong farmer man, of rather
rough exterior, wears his pants tucked into cow-bide
boots, woollen shirt, and very plain clothing. Ho weighs
about 1901b. I am positive there is no humbug or de-
ception about it. They charge nothing for their seances,
and only eight dollars per week for board.

The spirits say that on and after the 21st September,
1875, they will be able to materialise in broad daylight,
and to address a public audience. Tell old man B. to be
perfectly satisfied as to the future.—Otago D.T., Feb.

We subjoin the general conclusions of Colonel
Olcott, the special correspondent of the “ Graphic"
referred to by Mr Moody.

GENERAL CONCLUSIONS BY COLONEL OLCOTT.

I can hardly express the relief 1 experienced at the
result of thiB seance. Convinced as | had long been of
the good faith of William Eddy ; satisfied as my reason
was that it was a physical impossibility for the man to
simulate such a variety of formB, making himself at one
moment a patriarch of eighty or a tottering grand-
mother, aiid the next a babe in arms or a toddling child
of three.or four years; now a giant Indian chief or a
dancing squaw, and anon a roving spearsman of the
Slain of Ararat or a bronze-faced fellah from the foot of
he Pyramids; twisting hiB inflexible tongue around the
gutturals, naaak, and sibilants of numerous languages
that certainly nobody outside of the Oriental Society or
some occasional Dominie Sampson had mastered ; con-
vinced, 1 say, as | was upon all these pointe—that
ventilating~window, hollow platform, and seven-by-two
cabinet forced themselves oftener than | liked between
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my mental vision and the bald facts—I confess toa
feeling closely akin to astonishment when Honto, the
selfsame copper-coloured squaw, the pipe-smoking,
shawl-weaving, dancing, laughing Honto, stepped out
and confronted me. It seemed that it would be next to
impossible for enough of the spiritual matter-essence to
filter through that plastered wall for these cunning
electro-platers to make a covering withal for their filmy
forms. But there she was, sure enough, in full form—
with no detail of her dress lacking, no lock of her mas-
sive suit of hair gone ; her figure as plump, her motions
as supple, her attitudes as widely statuesque as ever
before. 'When she had paBBed away from our sight, |
awaited the coming of the next spirit with eager atten-
tion, for, even then it seemed to me that it could not be
possible for another to materialise itself. Honto was
the familiar spirit of the medium, or somehow attached
to, and, as it were, enamelled upon the family, so that
she could do impossibilities that no one else from the
other world could. But, in the midst of my doubt and
mistrust, there came the grey-white apparition of old
Mrs. Pritchard, the very starch in her apron and cap
seeming as if it were crisp from the laundry. Then, |
think, the conviction formed itself that, no matter how
many “ sceptics ” came battering against the granitic
facts, no matter what array of “ exposers ” might blow
their tin horns and penny trumpets, that Jericho would
stand. Then | said to myself that if William Eddy
were caught fifty times playing at materialisation, with
“cork soles," “ragged blankets,” and up-standing hair,
the genuine phenomena of this one seance could not be
obliterated from my memory. In his dark hole of a
cabinet there was not a bit of woollen, silk, or cotton
rag the size of a finger-stall, nor a mocassin or string of
beads; not a wig, nor even a stick of black pomade,
much lees a wash-bowl, water, or towels ; and about his
person, as | had discovered by my innnocent ruse, there
were none of these things ; and yet there had appeared
—but the story is already told, aud 1 need not repeat.
Two features of this occasion will arrest the attention
of scientific minds, viz., the appearance and disappear-
ance of the baby, and the instantaneous formation of
Honto and shawl. There could be no mistake about
the child—no question of rag-wrapped legs or fondled
pillows. The figure stood too near me, and in too good
a light, to admit of such deceptions being practised. It
was a living, moving child, which, with ite right thumb
in its mouth, nestled ite little head in the neck of its
bearer, and passed its chubby left arm about her neck.
For the instant it was as palpable and, no doubt, as
material a being as any baby now lying in ite mother's
arms. Made from the imponderable atoms floating in
the foul air of that chamber, it was resolved into noth-
ing in an instant of time, leaving no trace of its evanes-
cent existence behind. And the shawl! In what spirit
home, by what hearth, or under what vinetrellised porch
(for Mayflower's rhymes teem with allusions to her
house and garden, her pete and domestic companions)
was its yarn spun, its knots tied, and its strands tinted ?
Whose busy fingers ply the needles, or whose hand
guided the ghostly loom by which its meshes were

formed ? Mystery of mysteries! What CEdipus can
solve the riddle? And how long must we wait for an
answer ?

Henry 8. Olcott.

SPIRIT TEACHINGS.

We have now spoken to you of the general outcome of
Spiritualism, ana have endeavoured to show you where-
in you had misconceived its tendency. It is not as you
have fancied. Were it so it would be but a degraded
and degrading thing, to be avoided with care, and to be
crushed out rather than nurtured. We have shown you
that deep down below the scum there is a something
which the careless eye does not see ; a mass of real fact
and truth far different from that of which you have
spoken. As in the days of the development of each
fresh step in the knowledge of God there are many
silent workors of whom the noisy world knows little,
who cry not aloud, nor vaunt themselves in the world’s
market-places, but who grow up silently, yet surely, in
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progressive knowledge which day by day becomes more
and more assured, so is it in the epoch through which
you are now passing. Many there are now who know
shat they have believed, who are the silent recipients
of angel guidance, and who, while they deplore much
that they see around them, are not to be shaken from
their faitn, or diverted from their progressive growth by
anv foolish cries or deeds which emanate from less de-
veloped spirits. Doubtless there is much in the com-
munications of the less refined and elevated spirits
which is to be deplored. Doubtless, too, the adversaries
are not slow to foster and encourage much that may
discredit us, and throw contempt upon our work  We
have, many times, warned you that it is so. But in
spite of all this there is much cause for earnest thank-
fulness in the growth of many a faithful soul, far more
than for sorrow at any outburst of ill-regulated and
fanatical enthusiasm.

It behoves you to remember that all intercourse be-
tween the two spheres, ours and yours, is asyet un-
regulated by definite and well-ascertained laws. Neither
ye nor we know as yet many of the causes which inter-
fere with our orderly intercourse. We are not able to
lay down laws for your guidance ; scarcely are we able
to formulate regulations for ourselves. The space
during which objective communications from our spheres
have been possible, is but short. Few of the years, by
which you mark the lapse of time, have gone since the
process by which material phenomena are produced was
first discovered: and the process is little known even
amongst that rank of spirits who most use it." We had
been accustomed to convey our messages by less material
means, and our chiefest difficulty was, and is, to find a
ready and fit instrument, and to attune it to ourJ)ur—
pose. That difficulty is so far from being lessened by
the prevelance of objective physical manifestations, that
that very fact has added to us a new difficulty. We
have warned you that an undue devotion to the mere
physical side of spiritual communication is fraught wnh
risk. Spirits who are best able to communicate thus
are little developed, unable to give to you true and
reliable information, tricky frequently, and on a low
plane of intelligence, even where graver charges may
not be brought against them. It is not from such that
elevated and improving truths can be elicited. Yet, too
frequently their foolish words pass current for truth,
and it is alleged against us that our information is con-
travened by some such utterance as theirs. It isto us
a new causo of difficulty and embarassment.

Men have not learned yet to discriminate ; and even
by those who most interest themselves, the subject of
spirit communion is very little understood. Questions
which concern the deepest mysteries, into which the
most elevated spirite long to penetrate, are asked of
some poor soul but lately emancipated from a body of
flesh which dwarfed and stunted his spirit, and he is ex-
ﬁected to unravel divine ma/s:teries known only to the

ighest and most progressed intelligences. Vain delu-
sion and foolish as itis vain! When men shall bave
learned wisdom they will wonder at. the foolish curiosity
which can prompt such questionings. -

Moreover, no proper care ib taken of our mediums.
The instrument Is out of tune, and every jarring note
is credited to us. The nervous system of the medium is
over-wrought, or his bodily health is weak. Rude con-
tact with tbo world has upset the mental balance, and
communications are disturbed. Or the atmospheric
conditions vary : that which was easy to-day becomes
impossible to-morrow, we know not always why. Circles
are not properly composed. No care is taken that they
who meddle with holy things should be pure in mina,
body, and intent; that no base or unworthy motives
intrude into that which should be free from the base and
sordid atmosphere of your lower earth; that no mere
idle curiosity beset the path with difficulty, and open
the way to deceit ; that no impure, untruthful soul be
there to draw around it congenial spirits, and io taint
the air with corruption. Men reck bttle of this.

And even when a circle is duly formed, and the com-
muning has become regular and comparatively easy,
instead of waiting patiently for the development of
communication and for the evolution of truth, too
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frequently other dementi are introduced time after
time, each one bringing with it it» own changed condi-
tion!, until we know not what possibility of communing
we may find, We always grudge refusal when permis-
sion is asked ; but it must be remembered that we hare
usually no knowledge whatever of the person who is to
be introduced, and even when we have such knowledge
we are not able to prophecy the result of a new com-
bination until it has been tried.

These causes, and many others, prominent among
them, the scanty interest that the higher revelations ex-
cite, render it very difficult for even the most advanced
intelligences to make satisfactory communication with
your world. Men caro little for being taught, they
seek rather to be amused, and wile away an idle hour
by endeavouring to summon the spirits who have pro-
gressed in knowledge to play some tricks before them.
It is little wonder, surely, that a temper of mind such
as this, so widely prevalent, should be a grievous
stumbling-block. And where it is supplemented by low
mental development, or by distorted mental or spiritual
characteristics, where the curious is also base, impure,
untruthful, ignorant, the result is precisely that foolish,
aimless communing which you deplore.

But all is charged on us ; and men, having done their
best to dwarf our power and to drag our communing
down to the level of their own requirements complain
of us that we are foolish, inaccurate, good for nothing.
Not we, friend, but they. We wait with earnest long-
ing for the time when men shall have learned wisdom,
and "Shall be fit recipients for communications from the
wise. Meantime we do what we can, hampered by
many disadvantages, attacked on the one side by the
ceaseless machinations of spiritual foes, and hindered
from advance on the other by the dead, cold faith of
manner by his undeveloped and unreceptive spirit Be
suaffibat one grand law at least is known to us and to
yoti« /Like where it is evil will draw like ; the converse

true where the pure and the good are fenced
around and protected from assaults of evil. As is your
spirit's tone so will be the tone of the messages you will
receive; bad where it is bad ; foolish where it is foolish;
good and pure where it brings a good atmosphere with
it, save and except only where the soul is subject to
assault as part of its necessary training. To the purest
may come assault from the adversaries, which their
guardians will enable them to repel. Saving thia the
law is absolutely without exception. Like attracts like.

Nothing now is said of those circles into which de-
ceit is admitted. There none but the most undeveloped
spirits can enter, and the manifestations must needs be

of a deceptive and repulsive character. On this we do
not dwell.
But much, friend, is in your power. You may hel

us to crush out deceit and fraud, those tenderers of evil.
You may aid us in raising man above the plane of mere
curiosity, where he cau receive nothing that can do his
spirit permanent benefit. You know how by our advice,
by the cultivation of a receptive spirit, by repressing all
inclination to idle change, to curious questionings, and
to the frequent introduction of new elements to our
circle, we have enabled you to progress steadily on the
road to knowledge. You might well have progressed
more; but we have not now to deal with that. We
say that by encouraging others to form circles for the
steady evolution of truth, you may in some measure
help In putting a stop to the evils which you deprecate.
The time will come when the cloud of dust will be
blown away ;*but not till man has ceased to add to it-
God does not force truth on unwilling minds: and man
must have reached a higher plane of progress than that
which he now occupies before it can he possible for ua
to remove evils many of which are caused by himself

When you come to ponder this, think, friend, that we
are not responsible for all the mischief: and even admit-
ting the evil, be thankful also for the good, remembering
that anything is better than lifeless stagnation, and
hoping for the time which shall surely come when all
shall be mad» clear, and our communings shall be
regulated by laws which shall be thoroughly known
amongst you.

—Tie Spiritualist. IMPERATOR
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MR. J. TY ERMAN.

This energetic worker in the spiritualistic cause left
onr shores for Sydney by the s.s. Alexandra on Monday,
March Sth. Previous to his departure Mr. Tyerman
visited the scene of his former labors, and delivered two
lectures at the Temperance Hall, Sandhurst, the first
being his popular lecture, "Is there a Devil  and the
second, “ Who and What was Jesus Christ.” There
was a good attendance at both lectures, and the lecturer
was well received, the only unpleasantness arising from
the unseemly conduct of a Presbyterian minister, who,
by loud and persistent interjections, endeavoured to
interrupt the lecturer. Some correspondence in refer-
ence to this matter appeared in the local papers, the
Rev. Mr. James seeking to palliate his clerical brother’s
offence, for which he is ably rebuked by a correspondent
signing himself " Video."  Mr. Tyerman delivered bis
farewell address at the Apollo flail, Melbourne, on
Sunday, the 7th ultimo, and left with the inten-
tion of proceeding to America after a short stay in
Sydney, but wo trust our Sydney friends will induce
him to continuo amongst them. The Spiritualists and
Freethinkers in that city would do well to secure so
able an exponent of the;r views as Mr. Tyermau.

LEVITATIONS.

The last number of the Quarterly Journal of Science
contains an article entitled * Human Levitation." The
author, evidently a scholar of considerable erudition,
after a general dissertation on the present short-sighted
view of what are termed “ Miracles,” commences his
historical review with the ancient Greeks, showing that
in their eariiest records the existence of “ Aethiooats "
(persons who have the power of levitation) was an
established fact: instances of such facte are numerous:
and, in the list of those noted for their marvollous feats,
we find such names as Pythagoras and Abaris.

The Hebrew traditions are next examined, and the
continued appearance of theso peculiar phenomena is

sufficiently proved up to the Christian era when they
attained a startling prominence.

From the received and the rejected Testaments, the
works of the Jewish Rabbis, and the Fathers of the early
church, numberless feats are supported by unquestion-
able testimony from all sources.

In the middle ages the number still increases, and
our author gives a list of forty names—Monks, Cardinals,
Princesses, and Soldiers—in whom this power was per-
petually manifested often in the sight of multitudes—
such highly gifted individuals as Friar Joseph became
sources of terror to the church by the popularity they
acquired from these seemingly supernatural events,
while many others, such as St. Peter of Alcantara and
others owe to it their canonisation.

Surely these are proofs which no sceptic can refuse
unless he rejects the world's whole history down to the
present time, and even that would not avail him, for he
would then have the declarations of Dr. Crookes and
others to the present occurrence of levitation.

The writer points out how, from the fears of the
Church and the superstitions, the manifestations fell
into discredit, and were checked if necessary by violence,
the Roman Catholic Clergy waging a ceaseless war
against all miracles beyond their own pale, or even as
we have referred to within it. The persecutions for
witchcraft alone carried off many thousands of persons,
and as the gift ib supposed to be hereditary, this would
of course be a considerable bar upon its future develop-
ment. An interesting fact bearing upon thiB is, that
the Eddys, now creating Buch a sensation in New York,
are reputed to be descended from a witch family, who
suffered in the New England persecutions.

We are pleased to see proofs pouring in from such a
source, establishing so completely the occurrence of
spiritual phenomena or Spiritualism in all past ages,
nations and creeds, and adding further to the firm foun-
dation Upon which it setsiorth to its conquest of the
future.
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ANAITHETICS AND THE NERVOUS 8Y8TEM.

HOW ETHER, LAUONINO-OAB, OB CHLOROFORM AFFECTS
THE SYSTEM.

In the state of mesmerism, which is a state of coma
partially, there are certain effects visible upon the
nervous system, and upon the circulation. You are
aware that under the influence of ether, or laughing-
gas, or chloroform, or any familiar anaesthetic, the
nervous system undergoes a ﬁeculiar and singular
change, which also stimulates the nerves and mental
faculties in certain directions, expressing either that
which is uppermost in the will, or expressing that
which has been long suppressed in the mind. The
influence which an anaesthetic agent has is the influence
which mesmeric or magnetic force has when not
directed by a wise and judicious will. The effect upon
the nervous structure is precisely the same, with this
difference, that the one person being under the control
of a wise and beneficent mesmeriser, there is never any
reaction to the nervous system, or upon the particles
that constitute the vital fife of the brain or of the
structure of the organism. But all anaesthetics
produce certain injurious effects, to the extent that for
every portion or particle of power exercised over the
nervous structure there must be something given in
return, which is not adequately returned ; there must
be a supply of nervous force expended, while in
mesmeric control there is nothing expended, but the
soothing and antesthetic power is retained.—Spiritual
Scientist.

A NARRATIVE.

Of the Spirits of Sir Henry Moboan and his
Daughter Annie, usually known as John

and Katie Kino, given—by H. T. Child, m.d
(Continued.)

It is essential that each one should enter upon the
work with such feelings, for if any one be indifferent it
will mar the whole work, hence small circles are
generally more successful, as the chances for inharmony
or indifference increase with the numbers.

The rules for forming circles are these:

let. Positive and negative forces properly adjusted
as experience and your impressions may guide you.

2nd. Genial and harmonious feelings on the part of
al) with an interest in the subject.

3rd. Regular meetings at the same place and time ;
punctuality in these being quite important.

4th. To follow such suggestions as the spirit-guides
may give from time to time.

Many sensitive persons have suffered in circles, but
if these rules are observed there will be little danger
from this, and the moet sensitive may find themselves
benefited by sitting in Buch circles.

Our separate narratives had brought us down to the
year 1800. New fields were now opening to us very
beautifully. The anguish and remorse which resulted
from the wrongs done in earth-life were in a great mea-
sure overcome, though even to this day there are times
when the remembrance of those dark Beenes comes before
us vividly and painfully.

The narratives which you have already published, have
done much to relieve us of this, and hence we are desirous
to proceed.

Our association, from this time forward, was not con-
fined te those persons who were upon that low plane in
which we had been compelled to labor. We wish to state
distinctly and emphatically, that there is no plane of life,
however low and degraded, that lias not its useful side,
and throughout all these years in which we have been
engaged among those persons, we were doing the best
work we could for them, and for ourselves.

During the first half of this century our labors assum-
ed a much more important character. We ware engaged
with many other spirits, in laying the foundations for
that grand event which ever will mark tjiis age as more
progressive than any former one, namely, the advent of
Modem Spiritualism. There were many instances in
which it seemed as though our efforts would be crowned
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with success and then disappointments came, and we were
obliged to work in other directions. Our failures, how-
ever, did not discourage us, but rather tended to stimu-
late us to more energetic labors. Wo were associated
with various bands of spirits, and there are many spirits
here who have been fully conscious of our labors on earth
since they came to live with us.

Those who understand the philosophy of any subject
will know how often failure Is caused by the slightest
deviation from a necessary rule, and how easv it would
be to succeed if we only knew exactly what is needed.

We will not detain you with accounts of our various
efforts in your country and on the other continent, only
say that owing to the progressive tendencies of your free
institutions, and especially to the aid which the Aborig-
ines of your country were able to give us, our labors
were principally confined to this country. The number
of haunted nouses, as they are termed, was constantly
increasing, and there were many places in which there
seemed to be very good prospects of a successful introduc-
tion of the phenomena referred to.

At length we were enabled, at Hydesville, New York,
to strike a chord which not only vibrated over your con-
tinent, and your earth, but throughout all the spheres of
spirit-life. ~ The news of this success flashed over the
entire spiritual world, and produced more rejoicing than
any event which we have ever witnessed.

We held an important position in the bands that pro-
duced the manifestations of that day. When you recog-
nize the fact that spirits can pann from one part of your
continent to another, and across the ocean to the other
continents in the twinkling ofan eye, to use an expression
that has been greatly misunderstood, you will see that
many difficulties in regard to our labors and our presence
in different localities at apparently the same time, will
be removed.

All that is necessary for the appearance of certain
spirits, is to summon them by a desire, which may be
made more effective by asking for them, and they will
appear almost instantly, though they may have been a
thousand miles away, provided the telegraphic line ofcom-
munication extends to them as it does through the circles
of the spheres, and all who were thus engaged were con-
stantly on the watch, ready for the summons at any mo-
ment.

We did not find any mediums in New York State that
were adapted to our peculiar needs, but at Athens, Ohio,
we met with our first real success, commencing in 1850.

Having been engaged for nearly two hundred years
in connection with various circles in earth and spirit-
life, often as executive officers of these, we desire to

present to you our views of the philosophy of
these.
All power is spiritual and invisible, and it is

invariably dual. Our Shaker brethren have reached
the plane of thought on which they realize that God is
dual, consisting of the male and female principles
which they call Father and Mother God. And those
systems of religion which recognise only a male God
are exceedingly deficient and imperfect, and have done
much to retard the progress of the race. .

The same dual, positive and negative, or male and
female principles are found acting in every department
of the universe, material and spiritual, and hence they
form the basis upon which all successful circles must be
formed. The /unctions of reproduction furnish an
illustration of this important fact. In proportion as
the circles, either in spirit-life or with you, conform to
this law will be their success. They range in numbers
from two to several hundred, but they are most
frequently in twos, threes, sevens, twelves, and twenty-
fours, in the order named.

The first, or a union of two, a male and female, both
on earth and in the spheres, are the most numerous.
The object of such unions on earth are too often
confined to mere sensual enjoyment, and selfish
pursuits. The real object both here and with you
should be mutual self-development, which can be more
efficiently accomplished in this way than any other,
where there is a beautiful interblending of the physical,
mental and spiritual natures, which also produces the
most favorable condition for the investigation of all
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branches of knowledge, a condition in which the labor
is divided and the enjoyments are multiplied in the
most satisfactory manner The principles which draw
individuals together properly are mutual adaptation on
all the planes of being.

At the samo time that these unions are productive
of very important results, which can alone flow from
such close and intimate relationship, there are limits to
these which do not belong to the larger circles, in
which three or more individuals combine for the
accomplishment of some specific object. In order to
produce the best results in these circles the same dual
principles of male and female must be brought into
action, the first essential for an efficient circle is this
blended and harmonious action of the different elements
which compose it.

In spirit-life, and especially in the higher conditions
there is such a perfect appreciation of tnis, that spirits
are drawn together by their interior feelings, and
hence circles are formed spontaneously, and are
strongly attracted to certain specific objects, and this
is one of the means by which they are held together.

At the same time that we were producing our
manifestations at the Koons' rooms, we discovered the
Davenport family, then living at Buffalo, N. Y. Spirits
have no difficulty in discovering mediums and dis-
tinguishing their peculiar characteristics. We can see
them from a very great distance, and on visiting them,
readily perceive what will be the character of the
manifestations which may be produced through them.

We selected these children, and visited them a
number of times before we left the Koons’ rooms. We
have found it better to move from place to place, not
only to spread the manifestations, but, by change of
magnetism, to increase our power, and to aid mediums
in particular localities, in the production of various
physical manifestations. In almost all instances, we
were obliged to commence with very crude and
imperfect manifestations and gradually improve them.
Our first manifestations with the Davenports were of
this character, but in a very short time we began to do
better than we had any where before.

The farther of tbe Davenport children was not at all
inclined to take stock in our manifestations, and we
were obliged to give him some very severe lessons
before he was willing to enter upon the great work
which he was to do in conjunction with us.  We desire
you to give some of the statements that were recorded
at that time, as made by us. -

One night after a circle, five of them, the father and
mother, and three children were sitting together, with
no other light than the flickering of the wood fire, as
they were close together, there came sounds as of a
large man in heavy boots, tramp, tramp, tramping, in
one corner of the room, and evidently approaching the
sitters near the stove ; and nearly simultaneously with
these ominous sounds, a voice of unearthly depth,
power and volume, said, in words as clear and distinct
as were ever uttered by man, “ Davenport, you're a
fool' TI'll teach you a lesson you'll never forget. You
have yet to learn, that, in spite of death, a man's a man
all the way from time to eternity, and will be so forever
and forever more! You have yet to learn that human
beings must talk wherever they may be. They have
vocal organs while on the earth, adapted to the require-
ments of their earthly or carbonaceous existence. So,
in the higher life, they have organs adapted to their
better conditions ; and, when it is necessary to bridge
your senses, we can condense material emanations from
certain peculiarly constituted persons called * mediums,*
upon our own more subtle and invisible organs, and
thus are enabled to address you vocally; just as we are
obliged to convince universal man that he is something
better than a perishable brute, by hard knocks on a
table or chais.

“l will be with you in two weeks from this day.
When | return, you shall learn what your mission to
the world is to be; what the nature of the great work
is that you and your children are called to engage in.
You shall then know what road to take, and at what
place to go, in order to accomplish the greatest possible
amount of lasting and real good, to the greatest
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possible number of men and women, the wide world
over. Disembodied people do not return and handle
matter merely for man's amusement or profit, nor for
their own pastime ; but they come as oculists, to couch
the cataracts on the eyes of humanity, so that it may
see, and, seeing, know somewhat of the pure, cloar,
blessed light of immortality. You and yours are to be
agents in this great and mighty work.

““You may have to tread in thorny paths, but tread
them boldly, bravely ; for your guerdon is sure. | am
to be known as * John King." My mission is not to the
select few, but to the millions; for | intend to
demonstrate human immortality and spirit-power to the
masses, till my namo shall be a household word from
one end of this continent to tho other ; aye, and even
across the roaring seas shall it go, until the people of
far-off lands shall, in their eager thirst for the waters of
knowledge of immortality, call across the deeﬁ, cryin
to those sons of yours, *come, come!" And they sha
go, and | will go with them; and wherever we land,
there will we plant seeds that shall grow and blossom,
and bear goodly fruit for the healing of the nations, to
the end of time.

These declarations were made in 1854. The sequel
shows that we knew what we were saying.

An incident related in the life of the Davenports will
show our success in materializing at that early day:
“ Libbie Davenport was one day sitting as a medium,
alone, for Beveral persons who had casually dropped in,
her brothers not being present at the time, when a
thing took place of so wonderful a nature as to almost
surpass belief. Thero came out in the dim twilight of
the room, from beneath the table, what looked like a
phantom child of about two years old, delicate, small,
and surpassingly beautiful and lovely. The gorgeous
being flitted hither and thither about the room, upon
the floor, and then, by a power inscrutable to man, rose
in the air, and alighted like a butterfly upon the hands
of the people, spread out, palms downward, on the
table. It deliberately stood upon every band, and
then, stretching forth its immortal fingers, its lips
wreathed with an angel’B Bmile, and its features grow-
ing with seraphic love and joy, it touched the forehead
and cheek of every person present, and smiled most
lovingly as it did so. Soon it arose again in the air,
sailed majestically over tho heads of the people,
alighted once more upon the floor, moved gracefully
arl(J)Iund, and then passed from sight beneath tho
table.

To those who are familiar with materializations as
they frequently occur to-day, this description will bo
quite satisfactory. In a short time after this we were
not satisfied to expend so much labor in order to
convince the number who could meet in the small circle
which we were obliged to hold in the dark room. We
therefore told Mr. Davenport to build a cabinet, which
after various modifications was so constructed that we
succeeded admirably, and have been able to produce
manifestations that have astoundod millions of earth's
children, and convinced many thousands of their own
immortality. The first experiments with these, as with
other things, were very crude, but we soon discovered
the means of improving them, and the cabinet has come
to be used by mediums all over the world. We
induced the Davenports to travel over this continent,
and also to visit Europe; the manifestations that we
have been enabled to exhibit through them have done
great work for humanity, as well as for spirits.

It is not necessary to enter into the details of these.
Our labor introduced us to other mediums, and as you
are well aware, Ratio, aided as she always haB been by
her father, was enabled to do her work,—the grandest
that has ever been accomplished by any spirit, with
Miss Cook, the account of which will be published to
the world, by Prof. Crookes, in due time. It will be
readily perceived by all who have carefuII%/ read and
appreciate the first communication given through you
by Katie, that we are very liable, when materialized, to
make mistakes, and that the statements made by spirits
under these circumstances must be received with great
caution, the conditions very often interfering with the
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expression of real sentiments. We are not troubled at
this because we know it to be law ; and we know also
that when it is understood you will be able to correct
the errors that aro common to Buch conditions. Man-
kind will learn this great truth, that communications
from spirits are reliable in proportion to the perfection
of the condition, both of the spirit and the medium, at
the time they are given. These things will be better
understood as your experience in materialization
becomes more extended.

A PERSONAL DEITY.

TO TUE EDITOR OF TUE UARBINOER OF LIGHT.

| have some curiosity to know who b your correspon-
dent “ Philomath,” who in the March number so dog.
niatically aseerts tho non-existence of a personal Deity,
and informs us that “ that is a belief which has been
long discarded by science and Spiritualism.™ 1 confess
| was startled by this reckless assertion, especially w hen
I recollected that one Sir Isaac Newton, Prof. Agassiz,
and a few more humble ones not unknown to science,
were very far from discarding the belief in a personal
Divine Being. A personal Deity ! Is it not disingenu-
ous to make use of such nomenclature, when merely a
“pervading principle in nature " is meant—such as heat,
for instance, or light? Come, Mr. “ Philomath,” doff
your sheep's clothing, and stand forth in your true vul-
pine proportions, of atheist puro and simple. Have the
courage of your opinions : don't pretend to a belief in
God when you merely mean magnetism and electricity!

But whore did “ Philomath ” obtain his information
that Spiritualism discarded a personal God? Like
Noah's Ark, which gathered in specimens of “every
beast after his kind, and all the cattle after their kina,
and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth
after his kind, ana every fowl after his kind, every bird
of every Bort,"—so Spiritualism embraces within its
wide-reaching and all-Bympathising arms opinions and
beliefs of every complexion. The knowledge that thero
is a spirit-world immediately adjacent to this is natural,
and that the inhabitants thereof can communicate with
us dwellers on the hither shore of death'B dark stream,
requires no radical change of opinion. Hence we find
great variety of opinion ; and this is true also of com-
municating spirits. The spirit who, while in the body,
held atheistical or deistical opinions, still holdB them,
and holds forth upon them ; while the Christian moral-
ist will sometimes tire the circle with familiar platitudes,
learned while in the earth-life. These facts prove—
what ? They prove that it is impossible to formulate a
creed for Spiritualism at present.  Let us hope that the
day for such a work is far distant.

Spiritualism and dogmatism are antagonistic to each
other. Neither does true science dogmatise upon this
subject of a personal Deity. Tyndall, Comte, and Mill,
are so far from doing this, that they only claim that it is
not known—adding, perhaps, not Knowable. ~Although
arguing from a negative standpoint, they are careful not
to assert the negative dogmatically. And if they did
assert it, what a preposterously unscientific position
would it bel As reasonable would it be for them to
assert that all the planets of our solar system have been
discovered—that there are no more! Or to assume that
there are no inhabitants upon any other world than
ours.

Scientific men sometimes do strange things, and we
Spiritualists are the last persons to pin our faith to
them, or place them upon the pedestal of infallibility.
Many of those who are now fulminating against
Phenomenal Spiritualism—through tuperciliouely decli-
ning to invettigale it—are men who devote themselves
to the investigation of natural phenomena, tracing
effects to causes, with the greatest assiduity, dissecting
our mother planet to ascertain her history, and linger-
ing as lovingly over the debris of defunct fauna, as over
the petals of the most fragrant living flora. Yet—
marvellous inconsistency —these same giants of our
day turn up their precious nosed at phenomena, which
—If Spiritualism docs not account for them—are
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unaccounted for. Therefore, place not your trust in
(scientific) princes, but bear in mind that their
education, lilte that of the clergy, to a certain extent
unfit» them for taking unbiassed views of things outside
of their speciality. Lot scientific men hold on their
praiseworthy course of analysis and generalization, but
distrust their deductions whenever they dogmatise.

And now, a pleasant word at parting to our youthful
friend, “ Philomath.” (I assume bis youth, as a
deduction from his rash assertions.)  Spiritualism and
the spirits, as well as their friends in the body, have a
better work to perforin than to imitate the topes and
Councils of Christendom, in their manufacture of creeds
and dogmas—fathering them wupon a system of
phenomenal truth, which is in its nature imperfect and
progressive, and will probably never be final or
complete. And he is no true friend nor observant
Btudent of Science or Spiritualism, who would intimate
that either of them discards the idea of a Personal
Deity. Spiritualists have in many instances come from
the ranks of materialism and materialistic Christianity,
to believe in and realize the existence of spirits, and
their immediate and constant presence with us—not as
“ pervnding principles of nature,” but as real embodied
personalities. And surely they should hesitate to stultify
themselves by asserting the impossibility of a Divine
Personal Spirit, a Being of infinite perfections, albeit
amenable to the laws of Order, which are the laws of
Ilis own existence.

Thus much | have felt impelled to say, upon this
vast subject; nor could I havo refrained, Mr. Editor,
without being recreant to the faith that dwells with
me always, in an intelligent Being, who is a loving
Father, Provider, and Protector to us, His improvident
and careless children.

UNCLE JOHN.
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‘TBERE is a subject so closely interwoven thh the
mterests of Spiritualism that, although not usually con-
nected with it, we make no apology for urging it upon
the attention of our readers. Education is admitted to

~be one of the great hobbies of the day. Everywhere
comes the cery for more and better education, It is

claimed as a right for the very lowest ranks of thef-

people v

‘We are told by many it should form pa.rt not only of.
reforma.tory systems, but even of pnson dlsclphne, that |
under its civilizing influence prisons may become un- |
~ mecessary, and crime be almost unknown. It is not
~ only a wider diffusion of knowledge that is clalmed as |
" needful for the well-being of society, but also a higher'
“ kind of knowledge among all classes; a more practlca.l 18
~ and more scientific educatmn for our young men ; afar.

A lngher education for our women a technologlcel educa-
- tien for our artisans; these are the demends of tbe
tlmes. We believe that these demands represent the

~ true needs of our people, and that nowhere is the need
greater than among Spn'ltuahlts It is very t true that
Spiritualists, as they now stand, are not only very gen- |

erally people of culture, but also of more than average

.mtelhgence But the reason for that is, simply, that |

~ now to become a Spiritualist it is necessary to have a
more than usually active thinking faculty. Itis un-
| _popular to be a Spiritualist, somewhat difficult to become
- one; it requires personal investigation, and individual

. fthought None of us were born and brought up Spmt-

o ualists ; we all became such by much patient study ,and

S . in spite of many difficulties. All these circumstances
. will probably alter with time, but leaving the future to
" take care of itself, let us see how the increase of educa-

~ tion is likely to affect Spmtuahsm It is not necessary to

e : '_say that Spmtuahem does not fear the mcrease a,nd

v
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relationship that must for ever exist between the pro-

on earth. The ancient priesthoods that claimed to

‘communicate between God and man, became an almost
‘insuperable ‘barrier to the progress'of the nations they
‘pretended to lead. Yet their claims were no more denger-- -

. ous to mankind than would be those of medium'ship if
.once the idea of liability to error, both on the part of
the medium and of thetcom'munieating spirit, were ,.-‘léefj
sight of Now there is a disposition almost 'uhii'e'realff

| in the mind of man to regard with awe and reverence
‘all that comes to him from the realm of disembodied -

| spmts ‘Nothing but habits of calm thought, of patient, .
accurate judging can teach us to curb this weakness.
‘No medium ever yet spoke on.earth truth quite un-
'mlxed with error, no teacher has ever yet lived who -

‘never made a mlsteke, and by no possible process can

seek to correct them,

stances allow of,

learning the truth about all things.”

!

PEIGESIXPENOE

mder spread of educatmn but merely to say that she
hopes for it, looks forward to it with joy, courts
additional light and additional knowledge in every de-
partment, is a very inadequate way of stating the close

gress of education and the well-being of Spiritualism. S
Without knowledge—not mere scholastic book learning, e
but true knowledge of the laws of nature; without
faculties trained to keen observation, and to patient

study, Spiritualists run as fair a chance of being the
victims of ignorance, the dupes of every designing mind -
on either side of the grave, as any people that ever lived

‘we ever hope to know truth, except by being ever ready !
to perceive our own and others errors, and percemng,"

Moreover there is good ground to believe, even w1th'

-our present limited experience in mediumship, that cul-
tivated and intelligent mediums offer facilities to spmts
communicating which cannot be found with the ignorant,

‘the coarse, or the stupid. It thus becomes a duty for

all médiums who rightly esteerm the use of the talent =
entrusted to them, to develop and improve every facnlty R

of their minds to the utmost extent that thelr circum- 'f o

“Pell her to develop her own ‘brain, to use her 'OWn -
faculties, not by mediumship—that is only allowmg us to -
use them—but by study, by the activiiies of life, by
Again and again
‘we have heard these and similar words addressed to us

g e A . S o R g R N N Mk R 9




. : : e
more, but the names of those who have attained the
. heights of pure conviction are not few.

epirits, through the very medium
concerning whom the words were spoken.

Humanity will gsin in all its depirtments and in sll
ways by the spread of a wise education, and by the in-
crease of true knowledge, but nothing will gain more by

this then Spiritualiem, nothing will lose more if any

great event should severely check the onward march of
intellectual development. No body of human beings
are more truly personally interested in the spread of

- education than Spiritualists, and no cause is so closely
-connected with the success and usefulness of Spiritual-

iem than is education, and the triumph of mind over
matter, of knowledge over ignorance, of light over
darkness. | - |

'COMMUNICATIONS.

‘Becervep ar A MersousNe Circre, MarcH 1875.
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Tae contest between Spiritualism and Dogmatism now

- grows fiercer day by day—under the one head are ranged
- “the increasing but comparatively minute band of those

E;{ted. with the clear insight that pierces to the core of
-and maiter; faint some are, doubting also many

n the other side stand the separate ranks of theif

| | opponents :— | ._
* The Dogmatism of Pseudo-Science.

The Dogmatism of Theology, and

o  The Dogmatism of Undeveloped Minds Who' see in |
the truths of Spiritualism the ruin of their palaces of |
~sin

Who shall triumph in the strife P ‘Who has trium-

phed in all such strife? David and Goliath ; Luther

and Rome ; Science and Faith ; Freedom and Slavery ;
Liberty and Despotism. Though oft bafled to the
feeble sight of man the tide never retreats, nor shall

it fail you now ; but gathering as slowly, as silently, and
‘a8 resistlessly as the forces that wrestle within the
-earth’s shell, it shall first weaken their attack, and
finally overthrow all opposed to its progress. |

In this struggle whatever of evil shall have been born

‘with, or grafted on the grand truths of Spiritualism, |
- shall also fade away. U

- The light penetrating the darkness shall, as it dis--

closes speck and flaw, be followed by their removal, until

~_springing from the heart and soul of man, purified,

~ strengthened, and washed white as crystal, the truths

- that are in it shall shine forth in all the ineffable majesty

- and grandeur that has won its way through time and

- trial into the cheering rays of the perfect day. Purge

- then yourselves, your beliefs, and your surroundings of

taint. of error; strike boldly at the monster’s

every : ,
hea?; fearing not at any time for the result, since truth
-i8 of Grod, and like him is patient in power, supreme

and unconquerable, almighty and ever glorious.

- Max in the various stages of existence is the great |
-~ problem that we present to you, analysed so far as it
- lies in our power. Ot those atoms and those forces that,
~ through a long succession of toil, have moulden his cor- |
‘poreal frame. Of the immortal soul that occupies this
- domieile; of its relation to and mode of action in its |
. envelope and the world at large ; of the duties that be-|
long to the corporeal existence—that is, to the union of | -
~soul and body ; of the possibilities of the spirit; of its
 power, its destiny, and its future home. These are the |
. varistions of the one great thome, which we might treat
- systematically, but since the fime at our disposal /is |
" himited, and the conditions in many cases unfavourable,
" we on the whole prefer to speak of those branches which |
- appear to be most advantageous to you. R
o the body of man it suffices you to know that it has |
. been developed through countless ages from the earth |

i

on which you tread—that is from matter—Dbesring
slways in mind that matter is only a name for some-
thing that you cannot comprehend. Of the immortal
soul all our teachings take as a basis, and in themselves
are proof to you, of an existence after death, Its rela.
tion to the body may be briefly explained as being the
action of microscopically refined magter, through various

envelopes increasing in demsity (though for the most
part imperceptible) ugon the visible and tengible nerves

and muscles of your bodies, remembering still that you

| are only cognisent of appearances, and cannet know

reality. | , |
The duties of this existence are, as we often tell you,

to develope yourself and others to the full extent of

your natures, expanding the inherent treasures of the
Bpirit, love, hope, patience, wisdom, and reason. Of the
power and destiny of the spirit it is all contained in the
one word progression. Its future home is an sbode of
beauty and happiness, at first resembling your birth-
world, but gradually refining until it loses itself in light.
These are our lessons ; this is the framework of our
faith, stated simply and concisely, yet containing in
itself, and those other questions which arise from it, as
of the nature and attributes of the God-principle, the
laws of material, mental, and s%iritual nature, fields o’er
which your spirit shall roam when your earth-life shall
seem & distant dream—a darker mountain peak far o'er
the stream of time, shining not all ingloriously to you
across the brightness of the sea of existence, sending up
faint gleams and remembered lessons to those heights

on which you shall then tread, seeing before you still a

wider grandur ocean of unfathomable knowledge and
boundless wisdom, lit by Godlike love. .

 Botny

- Ofall putéuits most dear to me,
I love to search for truth;

‘And looking round that I may‘géé‘f;_f R

- Of God convincing proof,

~ Creations wondrous works and la Ws,
~ Display his love and care; -~ |

' The Infinite, the Eternal cause, - -
* . Revealing every where! :

- 'Which shows one grand design,
Through mind, and matter, worlds and suns -

. Proclaiming power divine.
But what is God ? ierhaps you ask, -
" T answer I don’t know! D
‘But were I to attempt the task
" 1would deseribe him ro,— -
- He's light, and life, and truth, and _poWé:,ef |
Perfection, goodness, love;
And other attributes that tower,
Our faculties above! )
Enough, I witness to admire,
- In natures works around; -
In tracing which I never tire,
So perfect, so profound !

make me feel Him near;

 And free me from all fear. -
" Perceiving every happiness, =~ = -
_Since first life’s path I trod,

o ~Proceeded from my God.

, And in His care rely ; ‘

A wondrous chain through nature i'nné - S

~ Believe, that I His mercies share, e

 They prove His presence everywhere, - |
ol ywhere,

Each pleasing thought, each hope ofbh”’ .: |

 Itherefore trust my Father'slove, .+ . o[




Commusioations for insortion in this Jowrnal should b
| plainly written, and as concise as posssble.

«THE GATES AJAR."

T0 THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

S1e—1I hear many people outside our ranks, and even
some who are hovering round our borders, say, more
wishfully then hopefully, that they would much like to
meet with some evidence of Spirituslism, some of its
phenomena, which they could accept as fully proving
the existence of inteﬁigences outside of either the
medium or the sitters. R |

They ususally ascribe everything that occurs either to
unconscious cerebration, to the power of the more posi-
tive minds present to influence even unconsciously the
more passive ones, or to some other of those remarkable
peculiarities of mental action which no one will be more
ready to admit than an experienced Spiritualist. I have
& great respect for these doubters, and think they are
likely to prove exceedingly useful allies to Spiritualism,
by acting as & check upon a too fervid enthusiasm, and

by pre‘venting‘ others less cautious than themselves from

. taking unquestionably as evidence of spirit communica-
tion much that has no true title to be so considered.

- 8till I am sorry for such persons, because I know that
their position 1s really a halting between two opinions,

& transition state which, though perhaps necessary, and

- not without its uses, is yet not pleasant. I know, too,
~ that such persons can only bé completely satisfied by
. evidences occurring within the range of their own per-
- sonal observation. I honor them for that very exacting
.. carefulness of investigation which refuses the supra
~ mundane explanation so long as any other is possible ;
- and I rejoice to think that Spiritualism is not likely, at
~ “least not at present, to be received by any one, except
- a8 & matter of personal conviction wrought out, often
" unwillingly, by personal experience. o
 There are as yet, thank goodness, few or no ready-
made Spiritualists among us—few, if any, who have not
come to the faitn that isin them by the independent
~exercise of their own faculties. It would, however, be
the act of no sane mind utterly to refuse as worthless
~ the evidence of those who have investigated a subject
“more fully, or under more favourable circumstances
than themselves. | : -

It 18, therefore, for such as these that I subjoin the |

following narrative of a communication, and incidents

connected therewith, which occurred to myself about

- dwelve years ago. I confess that I cannot see how it is
~ 1o be accounted for on azy of the many hypotheses con-

cerning the unconscious action of our own minds, which

. are now so familiar to us. To me it came as proof
E::ltim of life confinued immediately after the so-called
~death of the body—as proof more positive, indeed, than

would be the materialisation of departed forms, or any

others of those strange triumphs over the ordinary laws
-of material existence, which startle and puzzle us more
- than they convince.
- I'had been resident for some years on the continent
of Europe, and while in Italy had formed a close friend-
ghip for an officer in the. English army, whom I met
there on his homeward journey from India, just after
the great mutiny. Circumstances separated us entirely
—he returning to India, I pursuing a devious course
-~ through many foreign countries, till about five years
~ after our parting. 'E letter, word, or message had pas-
~8ed between my friend and myself in all those years.
'Y was in a far distant place, surrounded by a new set of
- acquaintances, not one of whom ever heard his name or
- knew of his existence. It was, therefore, with no little

o . surprise that, sitting one evening alone with & young
~ lady, an excellent writing medium, and thinking of my

~~ Indian friend as little as of anything on earth, I received
- through her hand a communication referring entirely to
Colonel T. It informed me that he had been engaged

insome border service in India of no ‘great importance,

had received a slight wound in the wrist, had been mar-
. ried to a native wife, who had'died, leaving him with
. one child. This wife, the communicator claimed to be,

foretold my own meeting again with m fﬂM |

-8een. -

97

circumatances so marked that there could be no mistake
sbout them, giving even the name of the ship snd .party

| of the globe in which we should meel agaiu, and begged

me, whenever that meeting occurred, to influenca m
friend, if poesible, in & certain direction, which she

to be of great importance to her child. The whole com-.
munication was signed with a' name so unintelligible
and go absurdly long that I took it to be & mere jumble

of letters. The communication, however, swakened old

memories, and I wrote to mutual friends in England to
enquire after Colonel T. A few weeks brought me &
letter corroborating my invisible correspondent’s news
in almost every particular as far asthe pest was con-

cerned. The only points of difference were a few

unimportant omissions, which may or may not have been
correct. 1t was pretty clear that, whoever my informant
might be, it was some one far better acquainted with
Co?onel T.'s history than eitber myself or my medium,
Change of scene and circumstance had somewhat
dimmed the interest I once took in the incident when,

r after having been for some time in this country among

people, not one of whom knew anything of either m
medium or my Anglo-Indian friend, I chanced to loo
into a magazine, where I found & Hindoo story written
under a non de plume so like my former spirit communi.
cators, that I was struck by the resemblance in the
combinations of the letters. “ What does that mean ?”
I enquired of an Australian friend who had been long in
Hindostan. “That,” he replied, “is not & name at all,
but a number of Hindoo words run together, which sig-
nify—One-who-has-resided-there.”

“ Then,” I asked, “ what may be the meaning of these
letters which begin the same but are different at the
end ?” “That,” he replied, “ signifies, one-who-knows-
all-about-it.” And so the last shadow of indistinctness
passed away from the occurrence. Whether or not,
“One-who-knows-all-about-it,” will prove to be right in
her prognostication of my still future meeting with m{ |
friend, remains yet to be proved. Firm Spiritualistas I
am, I feel no more certainty of that than of any other
possible future event, but I am fully convinced that that
communication came neither from the medium nor from
myself, by unconscious cerebration or in any other way,
but wholly and entirely from some other intelligence
outside of us, and as little acquainted with either of us
as any other deceased Hindco lady whom we had never

- JOHN HALIFAX.

'SCIENTIFIC RELIGION—*GOD.”
- TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT,
Sre—Having expressed my opinion that the infinite
variety and perfection of organic design, traceable in
the works and laws of Nature, afford so much evidence
of the existence of a supreme, intelligent Ruler of the
‘Universe, that almost all scientists, whose attention is
devoted to the phenomena of Nature, see no other way

of accounting for them. IR R
- On the other hand, many great thinkers, whose time

and attention has been devoted to the works and laws

‘of man, and who have paid comparatively little attention

to those of Nature, are Atheists. The cause of this
appears to be either prejudice or ignorance—they judge
only from partial evidence, failing to examine that which
bears most directly upon the subject. These usually take
no notice of such arguments as are advanced in your
short notice of Mr. Drew’s lecture; or those in my
paper in your January number; they only meet them
with bold assertions that they “ have been exploded,” or
comparisons of their own, which they affirm are applica--
ble,but which are not so by our conclusions “or by

- denouncing ours as illogical.”

These assertions are drawn from the dark side of .
nature. They try to upset men’s belief in & Divine Be.
1ng and their hope of a future state ; while they substitute
nothing in its stead, either to comfort the afflicted ; as
immorality. -

% Destroy their hope and their morality, S

'Bless them with Atheism and perplexity.”

‘s stimulus to virtue, or to deter men from crime and




- Their views seem aimpév the echoes of their own
gloomy- minds, accustomed to brood on the evils of

umanity, and overlooking the beauties of nature, and
the innumerable blessings and favours bestowed upon

mankind; while they do not believe that life is but a

- preparatory stste to a higher and a better world, and

are without hope in death.

On the other hand there is a class of theists, who
condemn our views thinking we believe in a personal
God. This is 8 point which deserves attention, for the
Grod of the Jews is certainly a very Jifferent character
from the God on whom we {elieve ; yet on this subject
your space will but allow me to touch.

Let me here remark that the word Elokim, translated

“God” in the three passages I am about to quote, is a

plural word, and means literally “ Gods,” in which sense
1t often occurs in the Scriptures. For these reasons I
shall translate it “ Gods” in the following passages,
not altering another word. And Gods said, let we make
man tn our own image, after our likeness;”’ so Gods created
man in his image, in the image of Gods created him,
male and female created he them.—Gen, 1., 26-27. And
the Lord Gods said, behold man kas become as one of ue
to know good from evil,"—iii,, 22. Aund the Sons of
Gods saw the daughters of men that they were fair, and

- they took to themselves wives of all that they chose,’

perhaps implying that they did not wait their consent,
or consider whether they were betrothed cr mnot, as
Jupiter with Helen in the form of a swan, or Jehovah
with Mary in that of a dove.”” “There were Giants in
the earth in those days, and also, after the sona of Gods
came unto the daughters of men, they bear children
unto them ; the same became mighty men (giants*) like
Hercules ! which were of old time men of renown.”—
Gen. vi, 1.5. In chapter v. we learn that “ Adam be-

-gat a son in his own Ukeness, after his image, and called

his name 8aith.” This similarity is borne out with

‘respect to God and man by other passages. In chapter

xviii. we are informed that “ Jehovah appeared to Abra-
ham in the plains of Mamre; he lifted up his eyes, and
looked, and lo! three men stood by him (doubtless
Elohim) ; for these he prepared a meal, they ate, and

_drank beside Abraham. One of them is said to be

Jehovah, perhaps with two of his sons. Such are some
of the descriptions given us in the beginning of the Old
Testament of “the Great Spirit that pervades the uni-

- verse, the God eternal, immortal, and: invisible, the only
. wige God who no man hath secen nor can see!”’ * who cans

not lie, who changethnot.” God can only be known by
his works, by the study of nature, which few of the Old

- Testament prophets attended -to; their descriptions,

therefore, of him and his laws are valueless. Astronom
above -all other sciences convinces our understanding
of the inconceivable immensity of the universe. Geo-

logy of the overwhelming duration of ages it has existed.

Living organisms of the wisdom and benevolent design
of the Creator. Job and Jesus were the two scriptural
characters who have shown most attention to the works

and laws of nature. Job was evidently acquainted with
astronomy, for he named several of the stars and con-

- stellations ; and the character of his reflections concern-
- ing God’s attributes are truthful and sublime. * Can’st

thou by searching find out God? Can’st thou find out

- the Almighty unto perfection? It is as high as heaven,
‘what can’st thou do? Deeper than hell, what can’st

thou know ? and the measure thereof is longer than the

‘earth, and broader than the sea.” * Behold I go for-

ward, but he is not there; backward, but I cannot
perceive him ; on the left hand, where he doeth work,
but I cannot behold him; he hideth himself on the

 right hand, that I cannot see him.” “In his hand is
. the life of every living—the breath of all mankind. His

eyes are upon the ways of a man, and he seeth all his
doings. ' There is no darkness or shadow of death where

~ the workers of iniauity may hide themselves.”

- Jesus studied God’s moral attributes more than any
of -the other writers of the Scriptures. His love, holi-

- ness, forbearance, mercy, goodness, and truth ; holding
- him up as a perfect pattern of all virtnes; as a tender

parent full of benevolence; by his example, precepts,

| and parables ; kindlipg our love, confidence, admiration,

, - * Septuagent.

and constraining us thereby to obedience, If ye, being

evil, know how to qive good gifts unto your children,
how much more will your Heavenly Father give good
things to them who ask him.” “Let your light so shine
before men that they, seeing your good works, may
glorify your Father which is in heaven.” *Love your
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them that desﬁitefully use
you, that ye may be the children of your Father which
‘18 in heaven, which maketh his sun to rise on the evil
and the good, and sendeth rain on the just and the un-
just.” “Be ye, therefore, perfect, even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfect.” . R

DESIGN AND CHANCE.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

Sie—Your correspondent on the above subject in
your last number, who opposes my paper, neither quotes
my words nor attempts to refute them ; deals largely in
assertions and theories advocating an Atheistic planless
evolution, lost in infinity; which seeme neither God,
nor matter, design nor chance ; and which "he does not
even prove to have any existence. I look uﬁon it as
waste of time to argue the matter with him. Let your
readers carefully examine both papers, and consider
which deals with facts and things, and which with

speculations, theories, and assertions, and judge for

themselves which of the two is most conclusive.
| " T am, Sir, &e.,

SEANCES AT THE ENERGETIC CIRCLE.

- Dear HarBiNgER—My last letter was dated the
23rd February. Since then our sittings have been more
interesting, the manifestations more powerful, and con-
siderable progress evidently made with the materialisa-
tion of the spirit-form, under the new test conditions of
seeing the medium and the spirit at the same time.
The very warm weather having gone we may expect to
make more rapid headway than we have yet been able
to do this year. At our seance on Friday, the 26th
Feb., five gentlemen only being present, the manifesta-
tions were very successful. King's light was large and

luminous under the white drapery which covered it, and

all saw a smaller light placed on the medium’s forehead.
The chairman reported that he saw the medium quite
plainly, and, at the same moment, a figure draped in

white kneeling or reclining on the right of the medium’s
Y | chair. This figure seemed much larger than the one he

‘saw there the previous Friday: had a turban on its
head, and a long; black beard on its chin. He got a
slight glimpse of the features, which were very pale,
and his hand was drawn down its beard. All the others
reported similar, only they did not see the features.
The torm, it was rapped out three times, was that of

John King. It will be remembered by your readers .

that, on the previous Friday, it was Katie King who
was seen. I desire here to remark that those sapient
critics, who came to the conclusion that the drapery
‘belonged. to some of the ladies present, must now find
‘some other source than that for its appearance, as at
this seance no ladies were present, and still the drapery
came, and in even larger proportions. Possibly it might
have been the medium’s shirt, but as I saw him ali the
time, I can vouch that he was in full dress. Several
times since, at our Friday sittings, no ladies have been

| present, but the dt'apel"ytrl has come all the same. King—
aughed and talked to the members,
and seemed in high spirits. He called to us to unjoin -

per the medium—I]

hands, and the seance closed at 8.10 o’clock, having
lasted just 40 minutes. On Sunday, the 28th, there

being nine members '%e'sent, the chairman continued

the readings from Dr. Wolfe's new book on Spiritualism,

‘and Mr. W. played several times on the organ. At
this seance the hight, when first seen, was a small speck,
but gradually enlarged to the usual size. It is phospho-
rescent in its composition, and is partly drawn from the -
bodies of those present. 'Sometimes white vapour as in

O }C;\!"

 ordinary phosphorus ptoceeds from it, and has the same |




‘beard, which feit soft and mlky to the touch, and to the
going,” and almost immediately the light became invis-

~ King's light became visible, and the entranced medium

. pressed a strong wish to have the night of meeting
~ changed from Friday to Thursday, his wish being in
- accordance with that of the rest of the circle, as it would

o - refer the matter to John King. Accordingly,just before
- the close of the seance, I asked King if he could oblige

- ‘would likewise be a better division of the week, when
 he answered in a loud voice, and in the most emphatic
~ manner, “It can't be done.” Now, had the minds of
- the circle anything to do with this decision? Both the

* ‘medium and the circle strongly wished for the change,
. but the controlling spirit forbade it, clearly evincing to
‘us all that there was some very cogent reason why it

are most obliging. On Sunday, the 7th, the weather
was muggy and thundery, and therefore the manifesta-
‘gee his form indisticetly to the right of the medium.

- He remarked to us—* The atmospheric conditions are

seance, and Miss F., having returned home from her trip

- ‘man read an instructive article from the (London)
~ tion of the spirit-form at Newcastle-on-Tyne. At this

larger. Miss F. and the chairman saw it more clearly

~ him in the voice of an aged person; laughed and said,

‘and about half of those present saw the spirit-form to
‘the right of the medium and the latter at the same time.

 placed in that of the chairman, which King said was

~on his shoulder, while with his hand he held the larger

.. %inctly. Sister C. also saw the figure, but no features.

- Before the light disappeared both chairmen reported

- baving seen a large quantity of drapery between the
. medium and them, '1‘% 3

- the floor to a height of six feet, and was pulled up

" towards the ceiling, evidently by an invisible hand, as

- After Miss F. had played several fine operatic selections
. on the organ, all hands were joined and the light put out,

& -

ble smell. At other times no smell is percep-
tible, The same figure as on Fridsy appeared on the
ight of the medium, and three gentlemen, namely,

ezsrs H., B, and D. had their hands placed on the

diségrm

sight, black, The medium as ueual was seen at the
same time. King remarked suddenly—*The power is

1ble, and the seance closed #t 8.5 o’clock. At the seance
on Friday, the 5th March, six members being present,

was made to hold a small light to his own face and beard,
while with his other hand he held the larger one to those
of the figure seen by all on his right. He waved the
light along the drapery, and round about and over its
head, he being visible himself all the time. Several saw
a large arm extended from the draped figure towards
the vice-chairman, and just as the light was going out
the chairman got a glimpse of the uncovered head of the
epirit, which appeared to him like & bare head without
a wig. As showing the presence of an independent
entity amongst us, I may here record that the medium
being & clerk, and particularly engaged on Fridays, ex-

be more suitable for him and them, it was agreed to

the medium by changing the night of meeting, as it

could not be made, as usually King and our spirit-band

tions were not so good. Several of our usual spirit-band
announced their presence. King's light enabled us to
against us to-night.” There were nine present at this

to 8t. Kilda, resumed her usual place at the organ. On
JFriday, the 12th March, seven being present, the chair-

iritualist anent the materialisation and de-materialisa-
geance it was observed that the form was becoming
than any of the others. On Sunday, the 14th, an extract
was read from the Spirifualist anent the manifestations
of the Eddy brothers. Miss F. played several choice
‘wards was controlled, and a strange spirit spoke through
4 You don't know who I am;” but no sooner were the

words out than King announced his presence, and the
circle sang his hymn. His light became very luminous,

The ﬁgﬂre was larger than yet seen, and more heavily
draped. A very small hand like that of a child’s was

tie’s. Friend H. reported that he was pulled forward,
the medium’s head with a small light on 1t being placed

one up to the draped figure, which he saw most dis-

e chairman said it extended from

it gradually disapgeared from his gaze. On Friday, the
18th, seven members being present, and the weather
beautiful, the manifestations were more pronounced.
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E@;yar said, and the medium controlled. In & little
ing’s light appeared and became very clear, the epirit-
form gradual L coming into view on the right og the
medium, the latter being seen at the same moment.
The drapery appeared more than usually white, and the
beard on the chin was long and well formed. There

was also & turban on the head, but no features were

seen. Six out of the seven saw both the medium and
the draped figure, the other one only seeing the light,

The figure was smaller than on Sundyay last, but better

shaped. - The seance only lasted thirty-five minutes,

Before King's light went out, I may add that the white

drapery was held vp for all of us to see. There were

several yards of it. | |

Our seance on Sunday, the 2lst, was attended b

‘nine members, and in a week more there will be & full
circle, as all the ladies will have then returned from the

sea bathing. The manifestations of last night's seance
were of a similar character to those of Friday. Several
of us saw the draped figure and the medium quite
plainly, and my fingers were slowly and quietly drawn
through the beard of the former; but stiﬁ no features
were seen. An unknown spirit, who has manifested be-
fore, controlled the medium and spoke through him as
follows :—* I was born in Swansea, Wales, in 1799, and
died in the 14th Avenue, New York, America, in 1871.
When you hear my name you will be contented. I
have manifested at 45 circles in Philadelphia, and assis-
ted in many and varied manifestations —good-night.”.
Then John King again controlled and, per the medium,
said :—“If I could get your minds as one, you would
obtain what you all want to see much sooner. What
we want principally is unity and harmony: these above
all things. You should neither come nor leave with -
expectations in your minds of what you want to see, as
it prevents us from advancing. Nor should you admit
any members who would desire to come here from an idle
curiosity, as it—though you may not think so—throws
you back many months, Have patience and persever-
ance, and you will in a little time see all you have been
promised.” Then Alfred Longmore said:—“1I only
manifest when the conditions are favorable. You are
again making power. If you will only study the condi-
tions, and endeavour to fulfil them, it will be greatly to
your advancement. You are now making steady pro-
gress. If you had obtained all you want to see without
the exercise of patience and trouble, you would not
have thought much of it. But what you wish for will
come, and, when it does, see that you keep it.” The
evening hymn was then sung, and the seance closed.
Light was now called for and struck rather quickly : the

‘consequence was that the medium was thrown on the

floor, and his guides seemed unable to raise him or
awaken him. I asked if the vice-chairman should do so,
when with his head he was made to give three loud raps

-on the floor in the affirmative.
selections on the organ. The medium shortly after- | , o
have not yet been able to see the faces of our spirit

Your readers, no doubt, will be Vs\irpr.ised that “‘We“

guides ; but they must remember that the old conditions
under which we sat so long, and under which we saw
them, were broken up, thus breaking the magnetic chain,
and that time alone can restore it to us. We are, a8
wag said by one of the spirits last night, “ making steady
progress,”’ and under such circumstances too as cannot
fail when success crowns our efforts, to give unbounded

‘patisfaction to all true friends of Spiritualism. And this,

I truet, will be achieved without the aid of any “Judy

Box ” or cabinet. L L
Sandhurst, - THE CHAIRMAN.

22nd March, 1875.

' THE SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE.

Tures journal (the oldest English exponent of Spiribual-

ism) has entered upon a new era, under the editorship
of Dr. Sexton. Under the previous editorships of Mr,
Shorter and Mr. Wilkinson, the magazine has always

oceupied a respectable position amongst the spiritual g
literature, containing many excellent and durable arti-
.cles emanating from the leading minds connected with

the spiritual movement. The assumption by Dr. Sexton |

of the editorial chair will give an impetus fo the mags_
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" irrepressib

gine, ,é?,a;, in ndéitian to the talent of’ bis pmdecmm, he

ousesses great business energy snd literary experience,
o Janusry number of the lfagaszine contsins a por-

trait of De. Wm. Hitchman, and & biographical sketch | i

of thet talented Spirituslist; an srticle on Bpiritual
Progress in Americs, by B. D. Owen ; a scientific paper

- on* Organic Eleetricity,” by Dr. Hitchman ; an srtacle

on Scientific. Religion and the Miesing Link, by Thos.
Brevior, and other interesting matter. There is an
apgeal to the public to support the magazine, offerin

inducements fo large subscribers, which we trust wi

be responded to by our weslthy friends, as the circula-
tion of really good spirituslistic literature must exercise
a powerful influence in paving the way for enquiry into
the subject. |

- MR. CHARLES BRIGHT'S LECTURES.
TaE course of Freethought lectures, by Mr. Charles
Bright, announced in our last month's issue, opened at
the Temperance Hall, Russell-street, on the 14th March,
with great success. The body of the large hall, which
with its galleries is said to be capable of seating nearly
s thousand persons, was well filled ; and the audience
and the lecturer seemed to be in thorough sympathy

- together, for though Mr. Bright particularly requested

that all expressions of. feeling might be restrained, as
other parts of .the building were occupied by persons

. differently employed, nevertheless, the subdued expres-

gions of aﬁpFroval that came spontaneously and seemingly

ssibly from various parts of the audience, were
neither few nor far between. The tome Mr. Bright
takes in speaking of the religious beliefs,and as he thinks
religious errors, common in the world around us at the
present day, is calm and kindly, yet not at all uncertain

- inits sound, and we do not think that either any de-
-vout Christian or any sincere well-wisher to mankind,
- whatever might be his belief, could possibly quarrel with

‘the beautiful picture, given in the opening lecture, of
what the world would be if it would once fully and

~ faithfully put in ﬂractice the Christianity of Christ.

- 'We congratulate the I

. sive Spiritualists on their happy choice of a lecturer, and
- we hope the success which has attended this effort of

e Melbourne Association of Progres-

theirs to gain the ear of the public, will encourage them
to contiaued effort in the same direction. Great truths
grow by reaching new minds, they grow in strength and
they grow in development. For every mind that re-

. ceives new truth, besides being itself® benefited, adds
~-something much or little, according as it is itself weak

or strong to that truth. It is by bringing our thoughts,

-our opmicne, and our experiences continually before

other men that we correct the erudeness of our own in-

- dividuality, and thus also we help others to grow into

- wider knowledge and fuller experiences than they could

- possibly sttain to so long as each party remained asso-

- ciated only with those who agree exactly with themselves
 in their beliefs. @ ' o .

- It'is thus and thus alone—by this association and

* - comparison of digsimilar ideas—that man ever has pro-

gressed in thought. Any society or body of men who
propose this object to themselves are working for the
truth, for nothing but truth can stand this test. We,

. therefore, heartily wish success to the present movement

among the Spiritualists of Melbourne, and hope to see

~both 1t and many similar ones successfully carried out.

Tt is & duty, as well as a privilege, to encourage native

~ talent, and when that supply fails, or when variety is
_ needed, as it always is sooner or later, England and

- America boast not a few names among our ranks that
. would command the respectful attention of the wisest
and most learned in the community. There is no real
- reason why we need sit down silent under the sneers

and misrepresentations of those who are either too

- bigoted in their own opinions, or too ignorant of the
~~ facts of Spiritualism, to do it justice. As long as we do
8o our enemies and traducers hold the field against us,
 ‘and the name of the brightest faith and best founded
“hope that ever helped men through life, becomes a bye-

- word and & mockery through our inertness. With ener-
‘getic action on the part of our associations and their
committees, there is no necessity for our remaining thus

‘aderedited were by two

misunderstood and ill epoken of. They have but to act

vigorously and perseveringly in the direction of those

objects for which associations are formed, and whick no
in

and numerous, We are strong, for nothing is so

as truth, and we have no other object than truth. We

are Frich, for we have s knowledge for which kings and
emperors might well lay dowrr their crowns. We are
numerous, for they which be with us are more than they
which be against us. Companions and comrades innu-
merable accompany us in our daily work, and help us in

our undertakings., Best and .most of all, however,
can they help wus in those undertakings which

have no selfishness in their aims, but which seek with.
out reserve the spread of truth and the bemefit of our
fellow beings. | '

HOW I CAME TO STUDY SPIRITUAL
, PHENOMENA.

ividual effort alone can reach, and we shall become
acknowledgedly what we are in reslity—strong, rich,

A CHAPTER OF AUTOBIOGRAPHY.—BY RoBERT DALE OWRN. = |

- (From the “Atlantio 'MOntlzly,” November.)
(Concluded from page 788)

Leaving out a few sittings, as to which I had do.t‘ibts'.. .
whether the results were fairly obtained, the character

of the sittings for communications 'thrO“ﬁh the table =~ -

recorded in this volume was, as nearly as
classified, as follows :—

Serious, 30; Frivolous, 3 ; FaISe, 3; Boiéterous, 2; |

Total, 38.

One example of profanity—the only one throughout

my experience of eighteen years—occurred Oect. 11,

1856 ; and for that I was prepared. ¥or two months '
before, the Baroness Suckow, of Bavaria, then on & visit - .
to Naples, and having brought a letter of introduction
‘to me, related to me some of her spiritual experience ;

this among the rest: On one occasion, while sitting in
a circle with several young ladies of rank, cultivated
and refined, the table gave some answer so evidently

'absurd that one of them said, “That’s mnot true!l”

whereupon the table, by the alphabet, spelled out such
shocking oaths that the ladies, ashamed and terrified,
broke up the sitting. The character and demeanour’ of
the baroness, stamped with German earnestness, and
with a touch of enthusiasm, was to me sufficient voucher
for this narrative. - | o k
Our experience was similar. At our private circle a
(alleged) spirit, assuming to be Mrs. Owen’s mother,
made several replies so irrelevant and inconsequent that
Mrs. Owen said, “ You have been deceiving us all the
time. You are not my mother.” o
Whereupon there came this: “ Mary lies, dam you”
(thus spelled). | o .
I may add, as to the sittings classified as “frivolous ”

and “boisterous,” that these ‘occured, as a rule, when

the assistants were numerous and were chiefly young
people, or others, who had come together for an even-
1ng’s amusement. SR L
n summing up, at the close of this volume, I find my
conclusions, so far, thus recorded : ;
~“As to the great questions touching the alleged
agency of spirits in framing communications through in-
voluntary writing, or through the table, I regard it, after
eight months’ experiments, as still undecided, either in
the affirmative or negative. If the proofs for, are numer-

ous and striking, the difficulties against are serious and

1]
e

‘unexplained

Of these difficulties the chief were: false.intelﬁgeﬁée | |

given ; occasional failure, by tests, to detect a spirit

‘afterward discovered to have assumed a false mame;
‘occasional giving back of our own ideas, even when
afterward incorrect ; but chiefly the failure
to communicate anything not known to us at the time,

these prove

and of which we afterward verified the truth. =~
But if, on the one hand, I withheld assent from the

‘spiritual theory until further investigation; on the other,
‘my reason rejected the speculations which were put for-
‘ward, in those days, tO‘(P 18, O
sustain the pneumatic h%gothesis. f these the most
ench authors of repute, the

isparage the phenomena, or to

they could be




-+~ phenomena on physi
... - the threshold of the mystery, disposing of but the first
- and least difficulty. Others far greater are yet to be met.

- Marquis de Mirville and the Count de Gasparin, They
attracted much attention, and obtained & wide circuls-
tion, Both writers admitted the reality of the phenom.
ens, 88 I did; both traced them to the agemcy of &
mysterious fluid; but at that point their conciusions
~ diverged, | | '
‘De Mirville, a Roman Catholic, admitted an ultra-
mundane agency, but asserted that, except when under
ecclesiastical sanction, and within the limits of one
‘privileged church, these * fluidic manifestations ” (as he
called them) were demoniac only. As I never believed
in the doctrine of human depravity, so neither could my
- mind admit the idea that if, under cosmica! law, there
was influx or intervention from another world, such in.
fluence could be accursed in its nature, be controlled by
a vagrant devil, seeking whom he might devour.
De Gasparin, on the contrary, rejected all intermun.
dane agency, as cause ; assenting to a theory which had
reviously been set forth by Mons, de Mousseaux, and
hus expressed : “ That spirit which you have the gener-
osity to attribute to the table is nothing more than your.
own spirit replying to your own questions. The act is
accomplished by the operation of a fluid which escapes
~ from you, which moves the table unconsciously to
“you, and which governs it in conformity with your
- sentiments.” | |
I took pains to make clear to myself the objections to
this opinion ; and these [ recorded at the close of the
manuscript volume from which I have been abstracting.
As they have never been published, I here produce

 them.

"“Let uslook narrowly to this theory, and examine
what it is that it takes for granted. First, a fluid

~ escapes from our bodies and enters the table ; and when
~we will or request the table to move, that fluid moves it.

- “I do not assert that, so far, the theory is necessarily
incorrect. But yet this of itself would be wonderful,
 beyond any natural phenomenon with which I am ac-
 quainted. What other example have we, in the whole
. eircle of physical experiments ever made by man, of the
~human will passing out of the living frame of which it
‘determines so mysteriously the movements, and acting
on an - inert, inanimate mass, which it causes to obey

- - each varying command that may be given ?

“ The advocates of this theory remind us, in explana.

~ tion, that every day—each moment almost—we transmit -

~motion fo external inanimate matter by mechanical
- action ; then why not in some other way ? Mechanical
" action is not the only mode of action 1 the world;

- caloric expands bodies; the loadstone draws towards

itself the distant iron. |
- “But the analogy does not hold good. If the fluid,
 passing from our bodies into the table, uniformly caused

1t (let us suppose) to split into pieces; or if, in every

- case, it acted so as to produce rotary or oscillatory
- motion, then, indeed, we might liken its action to that
‘of heat or mineral magnetism, as being determinate and
consonant. But, on the contrary, its manifestations are
. &8 various as the commands of human caprice can issue.
- I bid the table to lift the leg next to me, it lifts it; the
- opposite leg, it obeys. I request it to beat polka time
~or dance a jig; it conforms, with efforts grotesque and
ludicrous, to each requirement. Did the command of
any mortal creature ever cause the thermometer to rise
one degree beyond the point to which the temperature
perv_ading ‘the atmosphere had contracted or expanded
- 1t? Could the combined will of thousands determine
- the action of the magnet in a direction at right angles to
& straight line drawn from the iron to itself ?
~ “But, secondly, supposing it possible to explain these
principles, we have but touched

“A fluid (according to De Gasparin), passing from

o e our bodies into inert matter, not only moves that matter
©. - at our bidding, but, from its inanimate abode, it enters
* into intellectual correspondence with us; it answers

‘with pertinence our various questions ; it joins in the
- conversation, and replies, assentingly or dissentingly, to
~incidental remarks made (as I suppose we must express

‘it) in its hearing. Sometimes, even, it comments on
these remarks. Its conversation, though at times carried

fluid)

on with apparent hesitation, as if under the difficulty of
& povel attempt is, in & goneral way, reasonsble and
consistent, seldom exhibiting contradictions.

“ Lot us consider what all this involves. Do we en.
gage in conversation with a fluid? Does one portion
of ourselves talk to anotber portion, and receive an
answer from it? Is the nervous fluid (if it be a nervous

endowed with intelligence? And does that por-
tion of this intelligent ﬁuig which has passed out of our
bodies to lodge in the table, comment upon what the
portion which remains within us thinks and says?

“ And yet even this is not the entire case. A second
instalment of difficulties remains to be encountered still.

“The fluid gives many indications of being an inde-
pendent entity. Like any living thing, it shows personal
greferences ; and, still more strange, it exhibits change-

ul moods. Usually quiet and eurnest, it is yet some-
times boisterous and rollicking; to-day, frivolous or
petulant, to-morrow, mischievous or abusive. And these
moods do not uniformly correspond to the state of mind
of the assistants. ]

“ More extmordinaz:{y yet is the fact that the replies
given by this fluid, and the comments and suggestions
made by it, are frequently far from being echoes of the
opinions or expectations of the questioners. It makes,
unexpected to all present, original suggestions, and these
of a rational character. It sometimes calls up from the
recesses where they have slumbered for half a lifetime
the secret images of the past, and presents these to us
in & sudden and startling manner. Occasionally, even,
the answers and allegations are contrary to the expecta-

tions or belief of the individuals frum whose persons the f’ ~

fluid is alleged to have gone out. | -
- “It does more yet. The ftuid within the table origin-
ates an argument with the fluid within us, objecting to
a chance expression which the other hag employed. On
another occasion, instead of replying, as we expected, to
a question asked, it goes out of its way to defend the
individual whom it impersonates against an unfavourable
opinion casually expressed by one of the assistants;
thus, as it were, reproving for undue severity that bodily
portion of the fluid of which, but an hour before, it had
been a constituent part.

“ Then here is not only a duality of intelligence caused
by the alleged division into two portions (the internal
and the external) of the nervous fluid of the human
system, but there is not even harmony between the two.
1@ ot only does the external portion rummaging in the.
store-house of the mind drag forth un-looked for thoughts
-and recollections, but it still more evidently exhibits the
attributes of a distinet reflecting existence.” It takes
that portion of itself from which it has recently parted
by surprise. It begins a controversy with it. It con-
veys a reproof to it. Finally, one portion of this dual-
ised fluid occasionally tells the other portion of it what
that other portion knows to be a lie! o

“ Where, in all human experience, within the entire
range of natural science, have we hitherto encountered
phenomena bearing any analogy to these ?” o

It seems to me, as I copy this argument, that I had
already obtained what should have sufficed to convince
me of the realify of an outside thinking entit};;, not mun-
dane ; a conviction which virtually involves the spiritual

‘theory. The recollection of the fact that I still held
back, awaiting further evidence, has taught me charity
for persistent doubters who must have proof on proof
ere they can believe. I think my hesitation was chiefly
produced by this, that I had not yet become reconciled
to the idea that in the next phase of existence there are
the same varieties of intelligence and of power as we
find in this world ; and that, there as here, success in a
novel experiment is achieved only by practice and per-
severing effort. - - BT

But I had already abandoned ome error; seeing
clearly that, whatever else this phenomenon might be, it =
was not a reflex of one's own opinions. D

It needs not, and might be tedious, to go through my o
third volume of observations. They corroborate sub-

stantially former results, with a few further proofs

toward the spiritual theory added. Of these last one or
‘two may be worth citing; the first touching that diffi-
‘cult question, identification of spirits.. - -~~~
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Jan. 21, 1857, at a private circle, my brogher William,
who died in 1842, unexpectedly announced himself. He
had lived with us, being & widower, during the last fow
years of his life, and thus Mrs, Owen was intimately ac-
quainted with his habitual feelings. She asked, “If thie
is really you, William, will you ell out something to
assure us of it P"'—A. I am cured : death cured me.

Mrs. Owen. I do believe it is William himself.

For five or six years before his death, William was a
cruel martir to dyspepsia ; -he suffered cruelly, and the
care of hie health was his constant and absorbing thought.
If ﬁpirits, when they return to earth, recur to what were
their ruling passions and hopes ere they left the body,
Mrs. Owen might well accept this congratulatory state-
ment touching an escape from daily suffering to perfect
health, as one of the strongest tests which her brother-
- in-law could have given in proof of his personal identity.

“July 9, 1857, again our own circle. We had ascer-
tained by repeated experiments that, while the table
could spell out any word which I thought of, it neverin
any instance seemed able tv read a word in Mrs. Owen's
mind ; and, if urged to persevere in the attempt, would
reply, “ All dark,” or “No light,” or employ some
similar expression. On one occasion she had thought
of the word “soap,” and it declared, as usual, that it
could see nothing. Then Mrs. Owen said, “ Ill go into
my bed-chamber and touch what I thought of.” She
did so, the' room being quite dark ; then returned and
asked, “ What did I touch ?”—A. No—

Mrs, Owen. Its going to spell “no light.”

I said, “ Let us make sure of it. Please go on;”’ and
it spelled 8 6. I urged it in vain to finish the word; I
could get nothing more.. - .

“Is that all?® I asked. “ Yes.” “Does it mean
that you cannot see ’ “No.” Then first it occurred
to me that it had spelied the word nose. o |
- When I suggested this, Mrs. Owen, after reflecting a
little, burst into a hearty laugh, and asked, “ What did
I touch it with ?”—A. Soap. B

Thereupon she explained to us that when she entered
- the dark room, groping about, she had laid her hand
upon & cake of scented soap and smelled it, and that
she distinctly recollected (but not until the table re-
- called the fact. that she did touch her nose with it.
After telling us that she relapsed into thoughtful grav-
ity, “The thing,” she exclaimed at last, “must have
followed me in the dark and seen everything I did !”

- The Rey. Mr. Godfrey, an English clergyman, experi- |

menting in table-moving, recognised the Zhing as we
- did ; but he, somewhat hastily, concladed that it was
~ Satan himself. The reason he assigns for this belief is
“that his table remained stationary as often as he laid the
‘Bible on it, but went on moving under any other book.
The experiment may have been suggested to him by &
- perusal of 8t. Anthony’s biography, in which we read

- that the devil appeared to him as “a spirit, very tall,
with a great show, who vanished at the Saviour’s name.”
.As the reverend gentleman’s work, then recently pub.
lished, had obtained a notice from The London Quarterly
Review, we decided to spend & few minutes in verifying
or disproving his theory. Having put a volume of
Tennyson’s poems on the table, we asked for three tips,
and got them. When we replaced this book by the

Bible, the tips came just as freely. A second time we |

placed Tennyson on the table, and asked to have it
- shaken ; the table obeyed. Again we replaced it by the
Bible, and the table was shaken as distinctly as before.
8o our table, unlike Mr. Godfrey’s, exhibited no ink-
lin% of the diabolical.
I find the sittings in this volume thus classified:

‘Serious, apparently truthful, and exhibiting good feel-
ing, 75 ; frivolous, 8; during which false intelligence
" was communicated, 11 ; in which a spirit evinced reven-
geful sentiments, 1. Total sittings, 80. |

- Thus five-sixths of our sittings were of a serious and
satisfactory character; a considerable improvement on
last volume, - S -
' Also, I found recorded that, out of more than two
-hundred mental questions (216), ninety-three per cent.
- (202) received strictly relevant answers; a very satis-
 factory proportion. These were important, not only as
experiments in thought-reading, but as enabling me to
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eliminate all expectation except my own, as influence in
determining or modifying the rephes. .
- The above may suffice as a sketch of my early studies
in this fleld, then little explored. The point of progress
which I had reached is indicated by a document recor-
ded at the close of my third volume, and which I here
produce.

SUGGESTED THEORY.

“ A theory for which I have not yet found sufficient
proof, but which harmonises with the phenomena, so far
as observed, is the following :— ‘

“1. There is a phase of life after the death-change in
which identity is retained ; the same diversity of char-
acter being exhibited among spirits, as here on earth
among men, o

“2. Under certain conditions the spirits of the dead
have the power to communicate with the living.

“3. Spirits when in communication with earth have
the power of moving considerable weights and of pro-
ducing certain sounds; also the power of reading in
the minds of some men and women, but perhaps not of
all. They experience many difficulties in communicat-
ing ; and partly because of this, but partly also for other
reasons, their communications are often uncertain and
unreliable, | : g -

“4, Spirits communicate more readily when the com-.
munications happen to coincide with the thoughts or
expectations of the questioner; yet they do,in many
instances, declare what is unthought of and unexpected
to those to whom the communications are made. .

“5. One of the conditions of spirit communion is th
presence of one or more of a class of ‘})ersons peculiarly
gifted, and who are usually called medi

iums. -
“6. This communion occurs, not through any suspen-
sion of the laws of mnature, but in accordance with
certain constant laws, with the operations of which we
are very imperfectly acquainted.” -
- To this document I find appended the following : —
“ Norr.—Under the above theory all the chief pheno-
mena we have observed find ready explanation. have
heard of no anti-spiritual hypothesis of which the same
can be said. It remains to be seen whether further
experiments will confirm or disprove this theory; or
whether any other theory can te suggested, involving
less of the marvel than the above, yet adequate to the
explanation of the phenomena in question.” S
No further than this, and with hesitation, had I made
my way after two hundred sittings, running through
sixteen months! Yet I have heard certain persons—
cautious and sensible in other things— unscrupulously
agsume, as the result of a few weeks’ experience, that
they had probed this matter to the bottom, and ascer-
tained, beyond possible doubt, that it was all mere
imposture or delusion. | o
1 propose, in my next paper, briefly to set forth some
general results from my spiritual experience ; proposing
simply to state these, and to glance at their connection
with civilisation and cosmical progress, not to argue
their truth. The arguments for and against modern
Spiritualism swell to volumes, and can be found else-
where. . | | -
~ Roserr Daie Owew., .

THE KATIE KING EXPOSURE.

——

Tae American spiritualistic papers received by the
Californian mail are full of correspondence touching the
alleged fraud on the part of the Holmes ‘mediums.
There is no doubt that Messrs. Owen and Child have

been deceived, but the question is—By whom were they .=
deceived ? by the Holmes's or by the soi disant widow

who professes to have personated Katie King? Al-
though she has made & statutory decleration before a
judge, her own name is‘not appended to it, which ren- -
ders it worthless; and a lady writing to the Banner of
Light offers to produce two witnesses to prove that she
is not a widow as represented, but has & husband living -
who keeps a drinking saloon in Connecticut. The
Holmes’s are continuing their seances at Philadelphia,
and many. recognised materialisations have appeared,
Five persons also testify to having seen the pseudo
Katie King in a lager beer saloon, during the progress
S
!
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. " The letter 1is dated Massa
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of & seance st the Holmes's, where & materialised spirit
calling herself Katio King was seen by all present. An
affidavit by the carpenter who made the Holmes's cabi-

net is published, testifying to its truthful construction ; |

also the teetimonfy of ten respectable persons, who,
during the series of manifestations, and immediately after
& seance, took the cabinev to pieces and assured them-
selves that it was substantially made and exempt from
slip. panels. The conclusion arrived at by the Banner
ojp ight is—that the Holmes’s are mediums, and that
spirits have materialised in their presence, but that
when the nerve-aura of the medium was expended fraud
was committed for the sake of the money the seances
brought in. «

EXTRAORDINARY SEANCES IN AMERICA.

- Tus following letter"from H H Moody, late of the
London Hotel, Dunedin, has been ilaced at our disposal.
chusetts, December

22nd, 1874 :—

My Dear Friexp— . . Isend you twenty copies

- of the New York Graphic, . containing & full account of

what Col. H. 8. Olcott saw at the residence of the Eddy

. ~ family, in Chittenden, Vermont. I can corroborate most
- of his statements. I wrote you some time ago about my

trip to Cascade. It so difficult to obtain permission to
visit the Eddys, and I have made application repeatedly
during the summer, by letter, but without effect, until
last month, when I was fortunate enough to get permis.

- sion, and went up on the 80th. What I saw and heard
- during my stay of two weeks would fill a volume. I give
~you only an outline. Read Col. Oleott’s twenty com-
- munications in the Graphic. The illustrations are very

correct. 'The circle room is 40 x 20 feet. At one end

“of it there is a platform about two feet high, and ten feet
- wide, extended across the room. On the edge of the
v ¥1atform is a railing about three feethigh. On the plat.

orm is & cabinet or closet about two feet six inches wide,
seven feet long, and six feet high. It is lathed and

» plastered, with a small window, over which a piece of

gauze is nailed. There is an opening for a door, over
which a blanket is hung. An old lady, a Mrs Cleaveland,

~ gits at one end of the platform, and on the other side a
- Mrs Jacobs, of New Orleans, plays on a eabinet organ.

Two rows of benches where the audience sit are about

. ten feet from the platform. There were from fifteen to
-twenty-four persons at each sitting. We take our seats,

all join hands, and William Eddy takes his place in the

. cabmet. The kerosene lamp is turned down so low that

you cannot fully distinguish the features of'a person, but

_ you can easily see the form and size.. Some circles are
& good deal lighter than others. Among those thatI saw
- werenumbers of my own friends--one my old friend Mr C.
 Redding, wholived at Inglewood and Dunedin. He was

killed about four years ago at the central shaft of the

- Hoosac Tunnel. He appeared twice—walked from the
“cabinet on the platform, dressed precisely as he was when

~ last I saw him, He could not speak, but answered my
‘questions by raps with his hand. I also saw my sister
and brother, who passed away over twenty-six years ago;

also, a cousin, who passed on a few years since ; also, a
young girl who lived near us. Honto, an Indian girl,

,apseared & good many times. She played on the organ,
an

sang and danced. One evening, she invited two

~ ladies and two gentlemen to- dance with her. They

danced about ten minutes. Honto remained out so long
that she had no power to get back into the cabinet, but
faded away on the stage. She made two or three shawls
at almost every seance. Mrs Jacobs, who played on the

" organ, handled them, - Some felt like smlk and wool, and
~ some like all silk. One she made was &t least nine feet
. long, and three feet wide. After showing them they
. threw then into the cabinet. Nickachee, an Indian over
- six feet, appeared on the stage, dressed in full Indian
 costume, He asked Horatio Eddy to dance with him
.. and they danced some five minutes. He threw his feet

* at times nearly as high as Mr Eddy’s head, who is nearly,

gix feet tall. He left the platform, walked within a few

feet of where I was sitting, and shook hands with a
- gentlemau sitting next to me, He then put his hands
. -+ on the railing, jumped on the platform and dissppeared

in the cabinet. Mrs Jacobs's mother and brother came
many times to see her ; she would shake hauds with them,
end we could hear them converse together. A former slave
of Mrs Jacobs, named Sally, came & number of times, shook
hands with Mrs Jacobs, and talked with her. One night
she said she wanted to smoke, A pipe was filled with
tobacco, lit, and given to her. She smoked, she played
on & tambourine, and danced over five minutes. She
also sang “ Old Zip Coon.” Residing in the spirit land

a few years had not taken a bit of the Nigger fun ouv of

her. Nichachee's wife, an Indian Princess, appeared,
dressed in latest style, a magnificent black silk velvet
dress, trimmed with beautiful pearls and diamonds. She
allowed Mrs Jacobs to examine them, Her daughter,
Black Swan, appeared, dressed splendidly. One evening
the “ Witch of the Mountain” appeared on the platform,
took a chair, sat down and addressed us in loud clear
voice for about fiftesn minutes. (od, she said, was the
soul of the universe. We would have to suffer for every
violation of his laws—for every sin committed. To be
saved from suffering, we would have to work and do good.
If we only lived up to the example which Christ had set,
we would surely be saved. A few nights before I was
there the *“ Witch of the Mountain” came out with a
magnificent diamond bracelet. Most of the spirits, after

they have been out a few times, can speak so that you

can hear them. At one seance, in less than one hour
and a-half, sixteen materialised forms came out of the
cabinet—from a little child about two or three years
old, with curly ringlets and a wreath of flowers on her
head, to a gigantic Indian six feet three inches tall, with
a snow sledge on his back, rifle, bow and arrows, &c. At

eleven seances which I attended, one hundred and

twenty-nine different materialised forms appeared. |
‘When Horatio Eddy holds a dark seance many very
wonderful things take place. At one circle I tied his
hands behind him, and then tied him to a chair. He
then asked a large-sized genileman to sit in his lap;
then he asked a lady to sit in a chair in front of him ;
then a rope was put around the gentleman and held by
the lady. The light was put out, and in a minute a
spirit voice said, “ Glood evening, ladies and gentlemen ;
we have come to give you a little music to-night. Qur
band numbers eleven.” He then named them over.
The spirit controlling that circle is named George Dix.
He says he was drowned in the steamer President, many

-years ago. We had then some fine music—about a dozen

mstruments playing at the same time. The first night
I was there, George Dix said they would ila a piece
entitled, “ The Storm at Sea,” and remarked that he

‘supposed we had all heard a storm at sea. Some one

replied that they had not George Dix said, “ Mr.
Moody, you know well enough what a storm at sea is,
don’t you?” I replied, “ Yes.” I thought it strange
that he should know my name, so the next time he came,
I said, “ Mr. Dix, will you please tell me how you knew
my name ?”’ He replied, “ I will, Mr. Moody ; I some-
times accompany Mr. Peebles, and I have heard him
call you by name.” I asked him if it was in New York.
He said, “ No, it was far away across the water, at a
place called Dunedin, in New Zealand.” Mayflower
sung, played on instruments, and talked to uws. Shetold
one gentleman she had a great mind to kiss him ; then
she said she did not think it would be best; then she
said she would kiss him, if it were the death of her.
She then gave him a smack which was heard all over
the room. George Dix came next, ana delivered an
address. He said there were thousands upon thousands
of disembodied spirits wandering up and down in spirit-
land, who were most unhappy in consequence of the

lives which they led when in the body. Butthevery

worst and most miserable of them, if they so willed 1t
and strove, could better their condition, and eventually
become bright and shining spirits. He said there were
enough for all of us in this world, and to spare; and
those who were hoarding up more than they required,
and depriving others of their just ri%hts, or seeing others
suffer, would have something fearful | ®
atter. Having concluded his address, he came round
and shook hands with us and »id us good night. |
Horatio Eddy also holds a very light circle, where
spirit-hands are seen, musical instruments played upon,

to answer for here-
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&. At one of the sesnces he asked me to sit by his
side. I took off my coat, and he put both of his hands

~ on my bare arm aud held me, and the instruments

Ela: ed the esme a8 ever. I was patted on the face and
' {, sod bad my whiskers pulled by spirit hands. 1

~ paw & spirit hand, within six inches of my face, write the

nsme * Greorge Dix ” on a card—the room being quite
light, and Horatic Eddy having hold of my arm at the

time. I saw another spirit hand, which I could almost

swear was the hand of my old partner. It wrote his
name —* Rufus Smith.,” A female hand then aﬁmred,
and wrote, “From your darling sister, Elizabeth Moody

N In all, there were about twenty different cards written

upon for different persons in the room. I cannot write
you one hundredth part of what I saw and heard.

The question was ashed George Dix, how the mater- | p

inlisation was done. He replied at some length. As
near as I can recollect, it was in substance as follows:—
All the elements which compose a man's body and
clothes float in the atmosphere. Spirits collect them

and form the body and dress, using the medium and
- persons present to get from them matter that gives life

to the body formed. In order to do this, every spirit
must form s battery of and for itself. That battery is

the Divine spark which is in every person, and it de-

pends upon the strength of that Divine spark whether

the spirite of our friends can exhibit strongly or other-
wise, That spark is an emanation from God, the Great

Bpirit, who acts through that Force which Tyndall says

~ we cannot comprehend.

1 must say, in justice to the Eddy Brothers, that

. every facility was given for the detection of fraud. We
~ were allowed to examine the cabinet and all the rooms

" in the house. During the two weeks that I was there,
I kept a sharp look-out, and I am bound to say that the
one hundred and twenty-nine materialised forms which

- appeared were genuine. I am thoroughly confirmed in
‘my belief in the fact that our friends can and do come

back, and show themselves, and that there is for us a

 life eternal. It shows how careful we should be as to
~our conduct in this world, seeing that those who are
‘near and dear to us, and who have gone before us, are

~ cognisan$ of all our actions. If the Eddys had assistants
- and a wardrobe, they could not, as they do, represent
" the friends and relations of their visitors, and make | p

them converse in their own well-known voices. Another
thing, William Eddy, who goes into the cabinet, does all

the cooking and washing, generally for about twenty-
- two persons. He isin the kitchen all day, and does
. not go upstairs until the members of the circle take
- their seats. He is & good strong farmer man, of rather
~ rough exterior, wears his pants tucked into cow-hide

boots, woollen shirt, and very plain clothing. He weighs
‘about 190lb. I am positive tE
- ception about it. They charge nothing for their seances,

. and only eight dollers per week for board. -

~ - Thespirits eay that on and after the 21st September,
- 1875, they will be able to materialise in broad daylight,

~.gnd to address & public audience. Tell old man B. to be

- perfectly satisfied as to the future.—Ofago D.T., Feb.

ere is no humbug or de-

. ‘We subjoin the general conclusions of Colonel

Oleott, the special correspondent of the “ Graphic”

~ referred to by Mr Moody.

GENERAL CONCLUSIONS BY COLONEL OLCOTT.

~ Tcan hardly express the relief I experienced at the |

~ . remlt of this ssance. Convinced as I had long been of |
- the good faith of William Eddy ; satisfied as my reason

- 'was that it was a physical impossibility for the man to

... simulate such a variety of forms, making himself at one

. moment a patrisrch of eighty or a tottering grand-

- mother, and the next a babe in arms or a toddling child

- of three or four years; now a giant Indian chief or &

-~ dancing squaw, and anon & roving s i

- plain of Ararat or a bronze-faced fellah from the foot of |

- the Pyramids; twisting his inflexible tongue around the

o s‘ttnrals, nasale, and sibilants of numerous languages

man of the

t certainly nobody outside of the Oriental Society or

 some occasional Dominie Sampson had mastered ; con-

-vinced, I say, as I was upon all these points—that
~ ventilating window, hollow platform, and seven-by-two
- cabinet forced themselves oftener than I liked between

'!.my wertal vision snd the beld facts—1 confess to a

foeling closely akin to astonishment when Honto, the
selfsame copper-coloured squaw, the pipe-smoking,
shawl-weaving, dancing, laughing Honto, stepped out

‘and confronted me. It seamed that it would be next to

impossible for enough of the spiritual matter-essence to
filter through that plastered wall for these cumning
electro-platers to make a covering withal for their filmy
forms. But there she was, sure enough, in full form—
with no detail of her dress lacking, no lock of her mas.
sive suit of hair gone ; her figure as plump, her motions

" | as supple, her attitudes as widely statuesque as ever
before. When she had passed away from our sight, I

awsited the coming of the next spirit with eager atten-
tion, for, even then it seemed to me that it could not be
ossible for another to materialise itself. Honto was
the familiar spirit of the medium, or somehow attached
to, and, as it were, enamelled upon the family, so that
she could do impossibilities that no one else from the

other world could. But, in the midat of my doubt and
| mistrust, there came the grey.white apparition of old

Mra. Pritchard, the very starch in her agrron and cag
seeming as if it were crisp from the laundry. Then,

think, the conviction formed itself that, no matter how
many “sceptica’ came battering against the granitic
facts, no matter what array of “ exposers ” might blow

their tin horns and penny trumpets, that Jericho would

stand. Then I said to myself that if William Edd
were caught fifty times la{ing at materialisation, wit
“cork soles,” “ragged blankets,” and up-standing hair,

the genuine phenomena of this one seance could not be
obliterated from my memory. In his dark hole of a

cabinet there was not a bit of woollen, silk, or cotton

rag the size of a finger-stall, nor & mocassin or string of -
beads; not a wig, nor even a stick of black pomade,

much less a wash-bowl, water, or towels; and about his

person, as I had discovered by my innnocent ruse, there |

were none of these things ; and yet there had appeared
—but the story is already told, aud 1 need not repeat.

Two features of this occasion will arrest the attention
of scientific minds, viz, the appearance and disappear-
ance of the baby, and the instantaneous formation of
Honto and shawl. There could be no mistake about
the child—no question of rag-wrapped legs or fondled
illows. The figure stood too near me, and in too good
a light, to admit of such deceptions being practised. It

was & living, moving child, which, with its right thumb

in its mouth, nestled its little head in the neck of its
bearer, and passed its chubby left arm about her neck.
For the instant it was as palpable and, no doubt, as
material a being as any baby now l{ing in its mother’s
arms, Made from the imponderable atoms floating in
the foul air of that chamber, it was resclved into noth-
ing in an instant of time, leaving no trace of its evanes-

cent existence behind. And the shawl! In what spirit

home, by what hearth, or under what vinetrellised porch
(for Mayflower's rhymes teem with allusions to her

house and garden, her pets and domestic companions)

was its yarn spun, its knots tied, and ite strands tinted ?

Whose busy fingers ply the needles, or whose hand
‘guided the ghostly loom by which its meshes were
formed? Mystery of mysteries! What (Edipus can

solve the riddle? And how long must we wait for an
answer ? o -

SPIRIT TEACHINGS.

"Wz have now spoken to you of the general outcome of
Spiritualism, and have endeavoured to show you where- -

in you had misconceived its tendency. It is not as you

have fancied. Were it so it would be but a degraded =

and degrading thing, to be avoided with care, and to be -

crushed out rather than nurtured. We have shown you i+ .
that deep down below the scum there is & something - .

which the careless eye does not see ; & mass of real fact
and truth far different from that of which you have

spoken. As in the days of the development of each

| fresh stép in the knowledge of God there are many
silent workers of whom the noisy world knows little,

‘who cry not aloud, nor vaunt themselves in the world’s
market-places, but who grow up silently, yet surely, in

Hosor 8. Oworr.




pmdgnmivé knowledge which day by dag becomes more
and more assured, so is it in the epoch through which
you are now paseing. Many there are now who know
what they have believed, who are the silent recipients
of angel guidance, snd who, while they deplore much
that ¢ aisee around them, are not to be shaken from
their faith, or diverted from their progressive growth by
an{ foolish cries or deeds which emanate from less de-
veloped spirits. Doubtless there is much in the com-
munications of the less refined and elevated spirits
which is to be deplored. Doubtless, too, the adversaries
are not elow to foster andencourage much that may
discredit us, and throw contempt upon our work. We
have, .manf times, warned you that it is so. But in
spite of all this there is much cause for earnest thank-
- fulness in the growth of many a faithful soul, far more
than for sorrow at any outburst of ill-regulated and
fanatical enthusiasm,

It beboves you to remember that all intercourse be-
tween the two spheres, ours and yours, is as yet un-
regulated by definite and well-ascertained laws. Neither
ye nor we know as yet many of the causes which inter-
- fere with our orderly intercourse. We are not able to
- lay down laws for your guidance ; scarcely are we able
~ to formulate regulations for ourselves. The space
- during which obge,ctive communications from our spheres

‘have been possible, is but short. Few of the years, by

. which you mark the lapse of time, have gone since the

. zg:geess by which material phenomena are produced was
- first discovered: and the process is little known even
-amongst that rank of spirits who most use it. We had
- been accustomed to convey our messages by less material
 means, and our chiefest difficulty was, and is, to find a

| o ready and fit instrument, and to attune it to our pur-

pose. That difficulty is so far from being lessened by
the prevelance of objective physical manifestations, that
that very fact has added to us a new difficulty. We

have warned you that an undue devotion to the mere
vp.hisical side of spiritual communication is fraught with
risk.

Spirits who are best able to communicate thus
are little developed, unable to give to you frue and
reliable information, tricky frequently, and on a low
plane of intelligence, even where graver charges may
. 1not be brought against them. It is not from such that
~elevated and improving truths can be elicited. Yet, too
frequently their foolish words pass current for truth,
~and it is alleged against us that our information is con-
~ travened by some such utterance as theirs. It isto us

- & new cause of difficulty and embarassment.
- Men have not learned yet to discriminate; and even
by those who most interest themselves, the subject of
spirit communion is very little understood. Questions
“which concern the deepest mysteries, into which the
‘most elevated s%irits long to penetrate, are asked of
‘some poor soul but lately emancipated from a body of
‘flesh which dwarfed and stunted his spirit, and he is ex-
Eected to unravel divine mysteries known only to the
ighest and most progressed intelligences. Vain delu-

“sion and foolish as it is vain! When men shall have

- learned wisdo they will wonder at: the foolish curiosity
which can prompt such questionings.
__ Moreover, no proper care is taken of our mediums,
The instrument 1s out of tune, and every jarring note
is credited to us. The nervous system of the medium is
over-wrought, or his bodily healti is weak. Rude con-
tact with the world has upset the mental balance, and
communications are disturbed. Or the atmospheric
- conditions vary: that which was easy to-day becomes
-impossible to-morrow, we know not always why. Circles
~ are not properly composed. No care is taken that the
- who meddle with holy things should be pure in mind,
body, and intent; that no base or unworthy motives

" intrude into that whish should be free from the base and

-~ sordid atmosphere of your lower earth; that no mere
~idle curiosity beset the path with difficulty, and ope:

" the ‘way to deceit ; that no impure, untruthful soul be

- there to draw around it congenial spirits, and io taint
" the air with Tcorrupﬁon.‘ - Men reck httle of this, |

. And even when a circle is duly formed, and the com-

- muning has become regular and comparatively easy,

| " instead of waiting patiently for the development of

‘communication and for the evolution of truth, too
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‘tions, until we know not what ?ﬁeibiliﬁﬁy

“which he now occupies before it can
‘to remove evils many of which are caused by himself. @
~ When you come to ponder this, think, friend, thatwe =~
‘are not responsible for all the mischief:and even admit- ~
‘ting the evil, be thankful also for the good, remembering '
that anything is better than lifeless stegnation, and
'hoping for the time which shall surely come when all

- —The Spiritualist.

frequently other eolements are introduced time sfter
time, each ons bringing with it its own changed condi-
, of eommuning
we may find. Wo always gru sfusel when permds-
gion is asked ; but it must be remembered that we bave
ususlly no knowledge whatever of the person who is to
be introduced, and even when we have such knowledge
we are not able to prophecy the result of & new com-

‘binstion until it bas been tried.

These causes, and many others, prominent among
them, the scanty interest that the higher revelations ex-
cite, render it very difficult for even the most advanced
intelligences to make satisfactory communication with
your world, Men care little for being taught; they
seek rather to be amused, and wile away an idle hour
by endeavouring to summon the spirits who have pro-
greased in knowledge to play some tricks before them.
It is little wonder, surely, that & temper of mind such
as this, so widely prevalent, should be & grievous
stumbling-block. "And where it is supplemented by low
mental development, or by distorted mental or spiritual
characteristics, where the curious is slso base, 1mpure,
untruthful, ignorant, the result is precisely that foolish, .
aimless communing which you deplore.

But all is charged on us; and men, having done their
best to dwarf our power and to drag our communing
down to the level of their own requirements complain
of us that we are foolish, inaccurate, good for nothing.

Not we, friend, but they.. We wait with earnest long-

ing for the time when men shall have learned wisdom,

and shall be fit recipients for communications from the

wise. Meantime we do what we can, hampered by
many disadvantages, attacked on the one side by the
ceaseless machinations of spiritual foes, and hindered

from advance on the other by the dead, cold faith of o

man, or by his undeveloped and unreceptive spirit.. Be
sure that one d law at least is known to us and to

you. Like where it is evil will draw like; the converse

being true where the pure and the good are fenced
around and protected from assaunlts of evil. Asis your
spirit’s tone so will be the tone of the messages you will
receive; bad where it is bad ; foolish where it is foolish;
good and pure where it brings a good atmosphere with
it, save and except only where the soul is subject to
assault as part of its necessary training. To the purest .
muy come assault from the adversaries, which their
guardians will enable them- to repel. Saving this the
law is absolutely without exception. Like attracts like.

Nothing now is said of those circles into which de-
ceit is admitted. There none but the most undeveloped
spirits can enter, and the manifestations must needs be
of a deceptive and repulsive character. On this we do
not dwell. | _

But much, friend, is in your power. You may help
us to crush out deceit and fraud, those genderers of evif._
You may aid us in raising man above the plane of mere
curiosity, where he can receive nothing that can do his
gpirit permanent benefit. You know how by our advice,
by the cultivation of & receptive spirit, by repressing all
inclination to idle change, to curious questionings, and
to the frequent introduction of new elements to our
circle, we have enabled you to progress steadily on the
road to knowledge. You might well have progressed
more ; but we have not now to deal with that. We
say that by encouraging others to form eircles for the -
steady evolution of truth, you may in some measure -
help 1n putting a stop to the evils which you deprecate.
The time will come when the cloud of dust will be

‘blown away; but not till man has ceased to add to it.

Grod does not force truth on unwilling minds: and man
must have reached a higher plane of progress than that
‘ e possible forus

shall be made clear, and our communings “shall be
regulated by laws which shall be thoroughly known
amongst you. s | ~




. others owe to it their canonisation. =~ |
Surely these are proofs which no sceptic can refuse

- source, establishing so complete

MB. J. TYEEMAN.

| e

Tais energetic worker in the sgiritmalistic cause loft
our shores for Sydney by the s.s. Alexandra on Monday,

March 8th. Provious to his departure Mr. Tyerman |
- visited the scene of his former labors, and delivered two

loctures at the Temperance Hasll, Sandhurst, the first
bemng his popular lecture, “Is there & Devil ;” and the
second, “ Who and What #as Jesus Christ.” There
- was a good attendance at both lectures, and the lecturer
was well received, the only unpleasantness arising from
by loud and persistent interjections, endeavoured to
interrupt the lecturer. Some" correspondence in refer-
ence to this matter appeared in the local papers, the
Rev. Mr. James geeking to palliate hie clerical brother's
offence, for which he is ably rebuked by a correspondent
~ signing himself “Video.” Mr. Tyerman delivered his
favewell address at the Apollo Hall, Melbourne, on
Sunday, the 7th ultimo, and left with the inten-

. the unseemlg conduct of a Presbyterian minister, who,

- tion of proceeding to America after a short stay in

Sydney, but we trust our Sydney friends will induce
him to continue amongst them. The Spiritualists and
Freethinkers in that city would do well to secure so
able an exponent of their views a8 Mr. Tyerman.

LEVITATIONS.

 TaE last number of the Quarterly Journal of Science

contains an article entitled  Human Levitation.” The
author, evidently a scholar of considerable erudition,
after a general d)i'ssertation on the present short-sighted
view of what are termed “ Miracles,” commences his
historical review with the ancient Greeks, showing that
in their eariiest records the existence of ‘“ Aethiobats ”
(persons who have the power of levitation) was an

~ established fact : instances of such facts are numerous:

and, in the list of those noted for their marvellous feats,
we find such names as Pythagoras and Abaris.

" The Hebrew traditions are next examined, and the
continued appearance of these peculiar phenomens is
sufficiently proved up to the Christian era when they
attained a startling prominence.

From the received and the rejected Testaments, the
works of the Jewish Rabbis,and the Fathers of the early

church, numberless feats are supported by unquestion-

able testimony from all sources. |

 In the middle ages the number still increases, and
- our author gives a list of forty names—Monks, Cardinals,
‘Princesses, and Soldiers—in whom this power was per-
petually manifested often in the sight of multitudes—
such highly gifted individuals as Friar Joseph became

" sources of terror to the church by the popularity they |
- acquired. from these seeminglﬁ supernatural events,
e

while many others, such as 8t. Peter of Alcantara and

unless he rejects the world’s whole history down to the
”present time, and even that would not avail him, for he
would then have the declarations of Dr. Crookes and
others to the present occurrence of levitation. .
- The writer points out how, from the fears of the

- Church and the superstitions, the manifestations fell

into discredit, and were checked if necessary by violence,

- the Roman Catholic Clergy waging a ceaseless war.

against all miracles beyond their own pale, or even as
‘we have referred to within it. The persecutions for
witcheraft alone carried off many thoasands of persons,
~and as the gift 1s supposed to be hereditary, this would

i

~ of -course be & considerable bar upon its future develop-

. ment. An interesting fact bearing upon this is, that

- the Eddys, now creating such & sensation in New York,
are ;;%uted to be descended from a witch family, who
suffered in the New England persecutions. =~
-~ We are pleased to see proofs Fouringf..in from such a

y the occurrence of
gpiritual phenomensa or Spiritualism in all past ages,

-nations and creeds, and adsing further to the foun-

| gm upon which it sets forth to its conquest of the

ANESTHETICS AND THE NERVOUS SYSTEM.

HOW ETHEB, LAVGHING-GAB, OR CHLOEOFOBM AFFECTS
. THE SYSTEM.

In the state of mesmeriem, which is & state of coms
partially, there are certain effects visible upon the
nervous system, and upon the circulation. You are
aware that under the influence of ether, or laughing.-
ges, or chloroform, or any familiar anmsthetic, the
nervous system undergoes a peculiar and singular
change, which aleo stimulates the nerves and mental
faculties in certain directions, expressing either that
which is uppermost in the will, or expressing that
which has been long suppressed in the mind. The
influence which an anmsthetic agent hag is the influence
which mesmeric or magnetic force has when not
directed by a wise and judicious will. The effect upon
the nervous structure 1s precisely the same, with this
difference, that the one person bemng under the control
of & wise and beneficent mesmeriser, there is never any
reaction to the nervous system, or upon the particles
that constitute the vital life of the brain or of the
structure of the organism. - But all anwmsthetics
produce certain injurious effects, to the extent that for
every portion or particle of power exercised over the
nervous structure there must be something given in
return, which is not adequately returned ; there must
be a supply of nervous force expended, while in
mesmeric control there is nothing expended, but the

soothing and anwmsthetic power is retained.—Spiritual
Scientist. -

-~ A NARRATIVE.

Or THE SeiriTs oF St Henry MoreAN AND HIS =

" DAvGHTER ANNIE, USUALLY ENOWN AS JOHN

AND Kamte Kina, 6ivEN—BY H. T. Cuirp, M.D.
(Oontinued.) ‘

It is essential that each one should enter upon the
work with such feelings, for if any one be indifferent it
will mar the whole work, hence small circles are
generally more successful, as the chances for inharmony
or indifference increase with the numbers.

The rules for forming circles are these:

1st. Positive and negative forces properly adjusted
as experience and your impressions may guide you. -

ng. Genial and harmonious feelings on the part of
all with an interest in the subject. -

3rd. Regular meetings at the same place and time ;
punctuality in these being quite important. o

4th. To follow such suggestions as the spirit-guides
may give from time to time. - S

Many sensitive persons have suffered in circles, but
if these rules are observed there will be little danger
from this, and the most sensitive may find themselves
benefited by sitting in such circles. | - |

Our separate narratives had brought us down to the

ear 1800. New fields were now opening to us very
géa.utifully.’ The anguish and remorse which resulted
from the wrongs done in earth-life were in a great mea-
sure overcome, though even to this day there are times
when the remembrance of those dark scenes comes before
us vividly and painfully. | .

The narratives which you have already published, have
done much to relieve us of this, and hence we are desirous
to proceed. N | )

ur association, from this time forward, was not con-
fined to those pergons who were upon that low plane in
which we had been compelled to labor. We wish to state
distinctly and emphatically, that there is no plane of life,
however low and de _adecg that has not its useful side, -
and throughout all these years in which we have been
engaged among those persons, we were doing the best
work we could for them, and for ourselves.- -

During the first half of this century our labors assum-
ed a much more important character. We were engaged
with many other spirits, in laying the foundations for
that grand event which ever will mark this age as more
ﬁogre’ssive than any former one, namely, the advent .of

odern Spiritualism. There were many instances in

which it seemed as though our efforts would be crowned

- [




with success snd then disappointments came, and we were
obliged to work in other directions. Our failures, how-
ever, did not discourage us, but rather tended to stimu-
late us to more energetic labors, We were associated
‘with various bands of ?irits, and there are many spirits
- here who bhave been fully conscious of our labors on earth
since they came to live with us. ‘
Those who understand the philosophy of any subject
will know how often failure is caused by the slightest
deviation from & necessary rule, and how easy it would
be to succeed if we only knew exactly what 1s needed.
We will not detain you with accounts of our various
efforts in your country and on the other continent, only
say that owing to the pro%re'ssive tendencies of your free
institutions, and especially to the aid which the Aborig-
ines of your country were able to give us, our labors

were princi%ally confined to this country. The number |

of haunted houses, as they are termed, was constantly
increasing, and there were many places in which there
seemed to be very good prospects of a successful introduc-
tion of the phenomena referred to.

At length we were enabled, at Hydesville, New York,

- to strike a chord which not only vibrated over your con- |

tinent, and your earth, but throughout all the spheres of
- spirit-life. The news of this success flashed over the
entire spiritual world, and produced more rejoicing than
any event which we have ever witnessed.

e held an important position in the bands that pro-

duced the manifestations of that day. When you recog-
~ nize the fact that spirits can pass from one part of your
* continent to another, and across the ocean to the other
continents in the twinkling of an eye, to use an expression

" that has been greatly misunderstood, you will see that

many difficulties in regard to our labors and our presence

in different localities at apparently the same time, will

be removed. o N
- -All that is necessary for the appearance of certain
spirits, is to summon them by a desire, which may be

‘made more effective by asking for them, and they will
- appear almost insiantly, though they may have been a

thousand miles away, provided the telegraphic line of com-
munication extends to them as it does through the circles
of the spheres, and all who were thus engaged were con-
~ stantly on the watch, ready for the summons at any mo-
- ment. _ o L
~ 'We did not find any mediums in New York State that
were adapted to our peculiar needs, but at Athens, Ohio,
‘we met with our first real success, commencing in 1850.
~Having been engaged for nearly two hundred years

~in connection with various circles in earth and spirit- |

- life, often as executive officers of these, we desire to
present to
these.

All power
invariably ; ‘
the plane of thought on which they realize that God is
- dual, consisting of the wmale and female principles
. which they call Father and Mother God. And those
systems of religion which recognise only a male God
are exceedingly deficient and imperfect, and have done
much to retard the progress of the race. |

The same dual, positive and negative, or male and
~ female principles are found acting in every department
of the universe, material and spiritual, and hence they
form the basis upon which all successful circles must be
formed. The functions of reproduction furrish an
illustration of this important fact. ln proportion as
the circles, either in spirit-life or with you, conform to
‘this law will be their success. They range in numbers
. from two to several hundred, but they are most

frequently in twos, threes, sevens, twelves, and twenty-
fours, in the order named. N -
. The first, or a union of two, a male and female, both
on earth and in the spheres, are the most numerous.
The object of such unions on earth are tvo often
confined to mere sensual enjoyment, and selfish
pursuits. The real object both here and with you
‘should be mutual self-development, which can be more
efficiently accomplished in this way than any other,

~ where there is a beautiful interblending of the physical,

~mental and spiritual natures, which also produces the
‘most favorable condition for the investigation of all

you our views of the philosophy of.

is spiritual and invisible, and it is
dual. Our Shaker. brethren have reached
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branches of knowledge, a condition in which the labo
is divided and the enjoyments are multiplied in the
most satisfactory manner. The principles which draw
individuals together properly are mutual adaptation on
all the planes of being. |

At the same time that these unions are productive
of very important results, which can alone flow from
such close and intimate relationship, there are limits to
these which do not belong to the larger circles, in
which three or more individuals combine for the
accomplishment of some specific object. In order to
produce the best results in these circles the same dual
principles of male and female must be brought into
action, the first essential for an efficient circle is this
blended and harmonious action of the different elements
which compose it. | o |

In spirit-life, and especially in the higher conditions
there is such a perfect appreciation of thie, that spirits
are drawn together by their interior feelings, and
hence circles are formed spontaneously, and are
strongly attracted to certain specific objects, and this
is one of the means by which they are held together.

At the same time that we were producing our
manifestations at the Koons’ rooms, we discovered the
Davenport family, then living at Buffalo, N. Y. Spirits
have no difficulty in discovering mediums and dis-
tinguishing their peculiar characteristics. We can see
them from a very great distance, and on visiting them,
readily perceive what will be the character of the
manifestations which may be produced through them.

We selected these children, and visited them a
number of times before we left the Koons’ rooms, We -
have found it better to move from place to place, not
only to spread the manifestations, but, by change of
magnetism, to increase our power, and to aid mediums
in particulsr localities, in the production of various
physical manifestations. In almost all instances, we
were obliged to commence with very crude and

imperfect manifestations and gradually 1mprove them. :

Our first manifestations with the Davenports were of
this character, but in a very short time we began to d

better than we had any where before. .
. The father of the Davenport children was not at all
inclined to take stock in our -manifestations, and we

‘were obliged to give him some very severe lessons

before he was willing to enter upon the great work
which he was to do in conjunction with us. We desire
you to give some of the statements that were recorded
at that time, as made by us. | '
One night after a circle, five of them, the father and
mother, and three children were sitting together, with
no other light than the flickering of the wood fire, as
they were close together, there came sounds as of a
large man in heavy boots, tramp, tramp, tramping, in
one corner of the room, and evidently approaching the

sitters near the stove; and nearly simultaneously with

these ominous sounds, a voice of unearthly depth,
power and volume, said, in words as clear and distinct
as were ever uttered by man, “ Davenport, you're a

fool! I'll teach you a lesson you'll never forget. You

have yet to learn, that, in spite of death, a man’s a man
all the way from time to eternity, and will be so forever
and forever more! You have yet to learn that human
beings must talk wherever they may be. They have
vocal organs while on the earth, adapted to the require-

‘ments of their earthly or carbonaceous existence. -~ So,

in the higher life, they have organs adapted to their

better conditions; and, when it is necessary to bridge

your senses, we can condense material emanations from
certain peculiarly constituted persons called ‘mediums,”
upon our own more subtle and invisible organs, and.

thus are enabled to address you vocally ; just as we are - &
obliged to'convince universal man that he is something .-~
better than a perishable brute, by hard knocks ona .~ -

table or chair.
“I will be with you in two weel
When I return, you shall learn what your mission to

the world is to be; what the nature of the great work o

is that you and your children are called to engage in,
You shall then know what road to take, and at what

‘place to go, in order to accomplish the greatest possible Cen
‘amount of lasting and real good, to the greatest

’l‘- ]

weeks from this daf. LR
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over, L lied people do not return and handle
maétor merely for man's smusement or profit, nor fop
their own pastime’; but they come as oculiste, to couch
the catavacts on the eyes of humanity, so that it mey
889, and, seeing, know somewhat of the pure, clear,
blessed  light of immortality. You and yours are to be
agents in this grest and mighty work. |
“¥You may have to tread in thorny paths, but tread
them boldly, bravely; for youimgue jon is sure. Iam
to be known as ‘ John King.' My _
“seloct fow, but to the millions; for I intend to
demonstrate human immortslity and spirit-power to the

masses, till my neme chall be & household word from |

“one end of this continent to the other; aye, and even
across the roaring
far-off lands shsll, in their eager thirst for the waters of
knowledge of immortality, call across the deag, crying
to those sons of yours,‘come, come! And they she

, and I will go with them; and wherever we land,
there will we t seeds that shall grow and bloszom,
and bear good y fruit for the healing of the nations, to

~ the end of time.”

These declarations were made in 1854, The sequel
shows that we knew what we sere saying.

“An incident related in the life of the Davenports will
show our success in materializing at that early day:
“ Libbie Davenport was one day sitting as a medium,
alone, for several persons who had casueily dropped in,
- her brothers mot being present at the time, when a

~ thing took place of so wonderful a nature as to almost

surpass belief. There came out in the dim twilight of
the room, from beneath the table, what locked like a
“ phantom child of about two years old, delicate, small,
- and surpassingly beautiful and lovely. The gorgeous
‘ bemg fitted hither and thither about the room, upon

-the floor, and then, by a power inscrutable to man, rose
u; | tlie air, and alighted hike a butterfly upon the hands
~of the
table. deliberately stoo
then, stretching forth its immortal fingers, its lips
wreathed with an angel's smile, and its features grow-

ing with seraphic love and joy, it touched the forehead

‘atid cheek of every person present, and smiled most
: 'lovi:fly as it did so. Soon it arose again in the air,
~ sailed majestically over the heads of the people,
~ alighted once more upon the floor, moved gracefull
‘ 'argizend, ~and then passed from sight beneath the
. To those who are familiar with materializations as

_they frequently occur to-day, this description will be
 quite satisfactory. In a short time after this we were
~ not satisfied to expend so much labor in order to
- convince the number who could meet in the small circle
- which we were obliged to hold in the dark room. We

 therefore told Mr. Davenport to build a cabinet, which

~after various modifications was so constructed that we
~ pucceeded admirably, and have been able to produce
manifestations that have astounded millions of earth’s
children, and convinced many thousands of their own
immortality. The first experiments with these, as with
- other things, were very crude, but we soon discovered

the means of improving them, and the cabinet haa come .

~ to be used by mediums all over the world. We
" induced the Davenports to |
and also to visit ﬁu‘.ro o; the manifestations that we.
have been ensbled to exhibit through them have done
great work for humanity, as well as for spirits.

It is not necessary to enter into the details of these.

I Our Iabor introduced us to other mediums, and as you
- are well aware, Katie, aided as she always has been by

her father, was enabled to do her work,—the grandest
that ‘has ever been accomplished by any spirit, with
. Miss Cook, the sccount of which will be published to
the world, by Prof. Crookes, in due time. It will be
- readily perceived -by all who have carefully read and

appreciate the first communication given ¢
by Katie, that we are very liable, when materialized, to

" make mistakes, and that the statements made by spirits
under these circumstances must be received with great
~ caution, the conditions very often interfering with the

: o!’ men and women, tﬁhe‘éido; W;Olfl'ld:\

‘mission is not to the |

seas shall it go, until the people of

i)eosle, spread out, palms downward, on the
5 upon every hand, and

travel over this continent,

ugh you .

expression of real sentiments, ‘We are not troubled st
this beecauss we know it to be law; and we know also
that when it is understood you will be able to correct
the errors that are common to such conditions, Man.
kind will learn this great truth, that commuuications
from spirits are reliable in proportion to the perfection
of the condition, both of the spirit and the medium, at
the time they are given. Theae things will be better
understood as your experience in materialization
becomes more extended. |

A PERSONAL DEITY,

70 THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

I EAVE some curiosity to know who is your correspon-
dent “ Philomath,” who in the March number so dog-
matically aseerts the non-existence of a personal Deity,
and 'informs us that “thatis a belief whick has been
long discarded by science and Spiritualism.” I confess
I was startled by this reckless assertion, especially when
I recollected that one Sir Jeaac Newton, Prof. Agassiz,

and a few more humble ones not unknown to science,

were very far from discarding the belief in & personal
Divine Being. A'gerseml Deity! Is it not disingenu- -
ous to make use of such nomenclature, when .merely &
“ pervading principle in nature ” is meant—such as heat,
for instance, or light ? Come, Mr. “ Philomsth,” doff
your sheep’s clothing, and stand forth in your true vul-
pine proportions, of atheist pure and simple. - Have the
courage of your opinions: don’t pretend to a belief in
Gop when you merely mean magnetism and electricity !
But where did “ Philomath ” obtain his information
that Spiritualism discarded a personal God? Like.
Noah's Ark, which gathered in specimens of “every
beast after his kind, and all the cattle after their kind,
and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth
after his kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird
of every sort,’—so Spiritualism embraces within its
wide-reaching and all-sympathising arms opinions and
beliefs of every complexion. The knowledge that there
is & spirit-world immediately adjacent to this is natural,
and that the inhabitants thereof can communicate with
us dwellers on the hither shore of death's dark stream,
requires no radical change of opinion. Hence we find
great variety of opinion; and this is true also of com-

Y | municating spirits. The spirit who, while in the body,

held atheistical or deistical opinions, still holds them,
and holds forth upon them ; while the Christian moral-
ist will sometimes tire the circle with familiar platitudes,

learned while in the earth-life. These facts prove—

what ? They prove that it is impossible to formulate a
creed for Spiritualism at present. Let us hope that the
day for such a work is far distant. | s

Spiritualism and dogmatism are antagonistic to each

other. Neither does true science dogmatise upon this

subject of a personal Deity. Tyndall, Comte, and Mill,
are 80 far from doing this, that they only claim that it is
not known—adding, perhaps, not knowsble. Although
arguing from a negative standpoint, they are careful not
to assert the negative dogmatically. And if they did

assert it, what a preposterously unscientific position

would it be! As reasonable would it be for them to
assert that all the planets of our solar system have been
discovered—that there are no more! Or to assume that
there are no inhabitants upon any other world than
ours. : ~ | .
Scientific men sometimes do strange things, and we
Spiritualists are the last persons fto pin our faith to
them, or place them upon the pedestal of infallibility.
Many of those who are now fulminating against
Phenomenal Spiritualism—through superciliously decli-
ning to investigate it—are men who devote themselves
to the investigation of mafwral phenomens, tracing
eftects to causes, with the greatest assiduity, dissecting

our mother planet to ascertain her history, and linger.

ing as loving t‘y over the debris of defunct fauna, as over
the petals of the most fragran ora.
marvellous inconsistency !—these same giants of our

day turn up their precious noses at phenomena, which g
 —if Spiritualism does not account for them—are

t living flora. Yet—



- His own existence.
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(scientific) princes; but bear in that their
education, like that of the elergy, to & oertain extent
unfits them for t&kmg unbisssed views of thin outside
“of their speciality

meewert

gmmt their deductions whenever they dogmatise

And now, a plessant word at parting to our euthful
friend, “Philomath.” (I assume his youth, as a
deduction from his rash assertions.) 8 mtuahsm and
the spirits, as well as their friends in the bodg have &
better work to perform than to imitate the Po
Councils of Christendom, in their manufacture o
and dogmas—fathering them wupon a system of
phenomenel truth, which is in its nature imperfect and
progressive, and will probably mnever be final or

‘student of Science or Spiritualism, who would intimate

SP;MTU ALISTS,

m

Tem perance EHall

Leotures

Lot ecientific men hold on their | pfp, cmm;ee BRIGHT will lecture for the Asso-
1y course of snalysis and gengalization, but | ciation, at the Temperance Hall, Russoll-street, on the

4th, 11th, 18th and 26th of &%g Sub,}ect for April -tth

“IDOL WORSHIP.”
Musical Direotor—Professor HuaHzs.
Sarvice commences at 7 p.m.. The Lyceum continues

es and | t0 hold its sessions at the Masonic Hall, on Sunday
? croeds mormng, &b 11 g

THE DEBATEABLE LAND,
-Br RosertT Dare Ower.

completo, And he is no true friend nor observant This fine work of Mr, Owen's shows the harmony of

Spiritualism with Serxpture, demonstrates, as far a8

that either of them discards the ides of & Personal | €Vidence can do, the immortality of the soul, and gives

Delty Spiritualists have in many instances come from
the ranks of materialism and materialistic Christianity,
to believe in and realize the existence of spirits, and
- their immediate and constant presence with us—not as

- “pervading principles of nature,” but as real embodied
o %)ereonehtles And surely they should hesitate to stultify
hemselves by asserting the 1mgoasxb1h ty of a Divine
Personal Spmt & Being of infinite perfections, albeit
amenable to the laws of Order, which are the laws of

Thus much I have felt impelled to say, upon this
vast subject; nor could I have refrained, Mr. Editor,
without bem recreant to the faith that dwells with
‘me always, in an intelligent Being, who is a loving
.. Fatbher, %rovxder and Protector to us, His 1mprov1dent

- and carelees c}nldren

» UNCLE JOHN.

Advertisementa

uns CATTBAN,
o - BarnaABp LANE, East SANDHURST,
S OLAIRVOYANCE AND MAGNETIC HEALING,
o All Diseases successfully treated.

" Lerms Moderate.

Consultetlon from 2 to 4 daily. Apphcahons from
. Invalids promptly attended to.

NEW BOOKS, LANDING AND T0 ABRIVE
~ Ex“ Ascalon,” a.nd “T L. Sweat”

~Proof Palpable of Immortality. By Ep pes Saljeant 4/6
The Gadarene ; or, prmg in yPrnson By J.
- Peebles. 6/-
,Euhs' The History of Love. P. B Randolﬁh 11/6
Statuvolence, or Artificial Somnambuhsm y F
‘Fahnestock. .7/- .
A Few Words about “The Devil.” 7/-

Philosophy of Animal Magnetism and Spmtuahsm By |

‘Dr. Ashburner. 16/8.
Buckland’s Handbook of Mesmerism. 1/6.
One Religion, many Creeds, R. Winans, 7/.
Life of Theo. Parker, by O. B. Frothingham. 13/6
The Religion of Humanity, Do. 7/. |
Bible in Indla, Jacoillot, 7/., &e. &e.
The New Mola. P.B. Randolph 3/-
Historic Americans. Theo. Parker. 7/-
y N arrative of Katie King, given by herself throngh Dr
-~ Child. 2/6. o
- The Martyrdom of Man. 18/6
~ Constitutional Equality. 9/-
~The Root of the Matter. 1/8. - -
~ Wallace's Defence of Spmtuahsm 1/3
~ Jean In% elow’s Poems. 6/6.
- Mental Physiology. Dr. Carpenter 14/
~  Lux E Tenebus. 12/- .. | RN
Ecce Veritas. 10/- o
- A large assoptment of the pubh.,a.txons of Thomae
‘. vlScott from 41& upwards, Send for a copy with cata-
logue, -

the results of the author’s experiences extendmg overa

period of years, .
I have just received a large parcel of the English
edition- vublished at 9/-, which I am offering at 8/-

, W. H. TERRY, 96 Busse]l-etreet

NEW BOOKS!

NEW BOOKS!

and “ Stﬂlman,” from Boston :— »
What am I? By Sergeant Cox. Vol IL., 11/6.
Enigpds of Life. W. B. Gregg. 11/6.

Spiritual. W. Crookes, F.R.S. 1/
Life of Voltaire. 8/6.
Cooper’s Spiritual Experiences. 3/-

Oaanes. 10/6.

A Study of Rehglon, the Name, and the Thing. F.
E. Abbott. 3d.

Good Angels. A Sermon’ by the Rev. Jobn Wesley,

IMA. sd

My Honeymoon. Containing phllosophleal conversa-

Medina de Pomar. 2 vols., 21/-
Mental Medicine. By Evans, 6/6

Vol I, 6/9; vol. 11, 9/-; vol. IIL, 7/6. |
Lessons ‘for Children about themselves. By A. E

| Newton. An excellent little book. Illustrated, 2/3.

- Stories of Infinity. By Camille Flammarion. 7/~

. The Woman's Book. By P. B. Randolph. 9/-

~ The Masculine Cross. Ancient Sex worship, 4/6
Moral Phyelolegy By R. D. Owen. 38/-

Good Sense. By the Baron de Holbach. 4/6.
The Bible in In a. Jacquillot. 9/-

By Dr. Wolfe. 11/6.

Beyond the Breakers. By R. D. Owen. 9/-

Exeter Hall, a Theological Romance. 4/-

~ Allan Kardec's Book of Mediums. 7/- :
Statuvolence, or Artificial Somnambulism. 7/-.

- Chapters from the Bible of the Ages. 6/9.

The Koran, “ Sales Translation.” ",7/-

Davis’s, Nature’s Divine Revelations (32nd edmon)

| ‘16/ &c., &e.

TRB B@@E FOR 80’1‘8338"/
PARTURITION WITHOUT PAIN.

A code of directions for esca ing from the primal curse.
By M. L. Holbrook, M.D.,
ealth.” Third edmon, enlarged Price, 4/6.

Man) by T. L. Nicholls, M.D., F.A. S. Price, 5/6.

of * Mental Cure,” &e. and other books on gimi-

SPIRITUALIST, &e.

W H. TERRY’S Boek Depot 96 Russell-street

| W. H. TERRY, 96 Russcll-street.

S
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RECEIVED, ox British Ambssador,” from TLondon,
Notes of an Enquiry into the phenomena ca.lled

"The Book of God. The Apocalypse of Adam. -

tions on Spiritualism, Re-incarnation, &c., by the Count

The Soul of Things. By Professor Wm. Denton SN

Startling Facts in Modern Spmtuahsm' Illnstrated P

ditor of the “ Herald of

~ SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY, a scientific and popular

exposition of the Fundamental problems of Socxelogy,
* | by B. T. Trall, M.D. Price 6/6.
"ESOTERIC AN’I‘HROPOLOGY (the Myetem of

Mental Medicine: A theoretical and practical treahse .
on Medical Psychology, bg Rev. W. F. Evans, Anthor

lar subjects on Sale by W. H Terry, 96 Russell -street o
UMAN NATURE, SPIRITUAL MA GAZINE e

o K Tt k. i St r e
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" PREMIER

o .By :Speomlappmtmnt to H‘u Eacellenoy Sir G. F. BOWEN,G.C.M.C.

7 A Gmde to Spmttmhsm, 8/-; by post 3/4:
. Be-incarnation 1/- by :
- Bpiritualism Vindicated 1/, b

— H. Bamford, Bull Street.
ret—Mr, J. Williame, 228 ngh Street,

'Mlg-,-, w7y Mr. C.W
arren, <
&y&oyw(.?m m) J. Tyermon

EE REINGER OF LIGHT.

mmt———

.
o

' THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIBITUALISM A.ND

FBEE THOUGHT
Subsomptmn, 'l‘own, §/- per annum; Country, 5/6

Neighbouring Colonies and Great Britain, 6/-
Bublouphons date from September to August.

Bommo MEM@EN}E&' —

All kinds of Botanic Modwmes. ROO%E -Ba;-h )

Herbs, Tinctures, Fluid Extracts and . Satorates,
English and Americsn,, Imported end on  adle by
'W. H. Terry, 86 Ruseell Street, A new shipment to
arrive ex “ ' L. Bweat " from Boston, (now due.)

Medicines sent to any part of the Ooiony by post or
otherwise, on receipt of remzttanco

- FORMA.TION OF CIBCEES.

Ladies and Gentlemen desirous of Forming or Joining
Investigating Circles are requested to send their names
to the Hon. Sec. Sub-committes; care of Mr, ’i‘erry,
Russell-strest. *

PHOTO ART

PHOTO&?HERS AND ARTISTS,

(EstanrisHED 1854),

Execute oomnnsslons in all styles of Portrmture—-l’lam, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms, Specunens at address, s

41 c@mxgzws STREIBABT BA BT,

| o Sydney
Prize Exhibition
1873,

SUCCESS THE INDEX OF MERIT.
 PALMAM QUI MERUIT FEBAT.

JOHN ROSIER.
B @@T MAKER

) ,_48 SWANBTON STRUET, MELBOUBNE.
Same slde as, and ghort distance f:rom the Town Hall,

- BY ELECTRIC
- TELEGRAPH,

The WEsT END OF
LoNpON IN MEL-
BOURNE, [ Telegram])
Sydney, May2 1873,

To Hﬁr John Rosier
** " Boot, Makes,
, %Swamtonst,udhonme '

Judges award Medal to

Made. KEqual to Any-
thing of the kind from the
© West Bnd of London.”
EBxhibition Puildings,

J. G. KNIGHT,

SWANSTON 8 REET between Garton sand.
- ‘Rainbow Hotels.
xm TOWN HALL, SAME SIDE.

WORKS BY J TYEBMA'N

post. 1/2 P
post12.
18 there & Devil ? Second Edmon, Gd by post 7d
T there & Hell? 8d. by post, 4d. |
- Oreeds - and Dogmas 8d, bygosb%d o
Spiritualism in its Relation to Orthodoxy ld

To be had of W. H. Terry, 96 Russell St., Melbourne
PIBI'I‘ PHOTOGRAPHS. —Katie Km snd Dr.

Gully, ou'bmet size, 2/6. Several new Cartes,
allace and his mother, |

1 oach Including A. R."
ince George of So ms and Spmt Mr. Boattle, &c. -

I

you, saying* H Ax-
tistlc yind' B:gglytifully_

Cd

Binger’'s Bemg M&ah:!.ne-.,

The highest promium in the gift of the publxc has again been awarded to -

THE SINGER SEWING M&GEINE COMI’ANY
Manufacturers’ Official Returns of Sales for 1873.

These Returns show the sales of the SINGER to have reached -
the enormons sum of 232,444 MACHINES, as against the decreased

sum of 119,190"Wheeler and Wilson Machmes, leaving & Balance
of 113,254 MACHINES IN FAVOR OF THE BINGER.

The Melbourne Journal of Commerce shows the Victorian
imports of the SINGER for 1873, to be 2471 CASES, VALUE
£11,226 in excess of the imports of the W. and W. Machines,

The public estimate of the Value of the SINGER for obtaining
a livelihood was demonstrated by the late Chicago Fire Sufferors.
The Machines were the free gift of the committee, and each appli-
cant allowed to select the machine she preferred. .

NoTE THE RESULT : Of those ordered, the SINGER COMPANY

SUPPLIED 2427 ; Wheeler and Wilson. 235 ; ;"Howe, 127 ; Grover

and Baker, 44 ; Wilcox and Gibbs, 20,— New York Dlspatch ”»

STANFORD & CO, Corner Bourke and Russell Streets,
‘ ' Colonial Agents for the Singer Company.

- MISS ARMSTRONG

'Olalrvoya.nt for Diagnosing Diseaso :

~ FEr 10s. i

) THE COTTAGE, , ,
89 Rusaeli Itreet

:OULTIVATION OF THE VOICE——no premua‘

knowledge of music neccssary.

'PROFESSOR HUGHES,
1155 Collins Street East, Melbourne.

f THE SPIRITUAL INQUIRER.—Sandhuret woekly,
B rice 2d. Subseription 2/- per Quarter. May be'
: robtamed of W. H. Terry, 96 Russell Street.

; BANNER OF LIGHT, the leading Amemanf S
1 aper, weekly Subscription, 25/~
| per annum.. A few u scmptxons avaﬂable

Spiritualistic

HE MEDIUM AND DAYBBEAK the leadmg

Enghah weekly Subseription, 12/6 per annum,

for the Proprietor, W. H. Terry<and published by him ot 96 Ba gel Bires
South, Metboumo." et ,N g

AND CO.,

Pﬂnuobyn.mm)o atmom«,loomlnbethsueet,nelbonmc R




