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EDITORIAL NOTES.

On every side are signs that the dark night of ma-
terialism, which has so long overshadowed the world,
is clearing away, as the dawn of the new spiritual
era grows brighter and brighter. In every depart-
ment of scientific investigation, what is being heralded
as a new invention has already become a familiar fact
to those who have studied the occult side of nature.
Telepathy had been proved to be one of nature’s
laws not yet generally understood before its first
scientific development in the form of wireless tele-
graphy had become a concrete fact. When Sir Oliver
Lodge’s experiments with Marconi had arrived at a
point where success was assured, he said that- its
basic idea was the same as that verified communicat ion
between people in affinity by what is called Telepathy,
the batteries at either end answering to two friends
at a distance getting transmitted messages with the
speed of thought or an electric flash. Now it is
stated in scientific circles that it is only a question of
time when these wireless messages may be transmitted,
probably, without any apparatus at all. We are in-
deed in the midst of a universe whose spiritual poten-
cies are even now scarcely dreamed of.  All these
things are indicated by our great seers—men like A.
J. Davis, who has outlined in his great work,
“Nature’s Divine Revelations,” every spiritual force
in the universe awaiting development. ~ Swedenborg
tells us that all disease has a spiritual origin, and all
teachers on the higher planes of thought are showing
that disease is just a lack of the God-principle in the
human system. This' is why deep breathing and the
various exercises for physical culture give new life
to the organism, for they make it more receptive to
the spiritual forces that rejuvenate and invigorate.

“'Tie Life whereof our nerves are scant.
Oh life not deatli for which we pant.
More life and fuller that we want.”

It is because Spiritualism leads the way in this
and every other coming development that the work
of disseminating the truth of inter-communication be-
tween the two worlds is of such paramount import-
ance. There is nothing else that awakens the soul
to a sense of its at-one-ment with the universe as this.
In this way the addresses given at Mr. Stanford's
circle have carried their influence all over the world.
Some may scoff at the alleged origin of these, but
facts speak louder than words, and a recent statement
concerning the future of aviation by Mr. Wilbur
Wright, of America, one of the greatest authorities
on the subject, shows that in this matter spiritual
teaching has led the way. In an address given at Mr.
Stanford’s circle last year, and reproduced in the Feb-

ruary issue of the “Harbinger of Light,” 1911, by
Dr. W. K. Clifford, the power of God as manifested
throughout nature was the theme. Under the sub-
heading, “How Birds Fly,” Dr. Clifford said:—

“ 1 have no doubt that you have often watched the flight of
birds. Men have tried and are trying to fly, but have not
succeeded. The airship is but a balloon, the aeroplane that you
have invented is a clumsy contrivance, very uncertain, and at
any moment disaster is likely to come to the aviator, but no
such danger exists for the bird. Look from the deck of the ship,
how the stormy petrel or the albatross skims through the air,
just lightly skimming the surface of the waves and then rising
and sweeping through the air. Think of the flight of the eagle,
how he soars with apparently no movement of his wings.  Man
will never learn to fly until he takes into consideration certain
things, and it is only by noting the flight of birds that he will
be successful at last.”

Among the cable messages that appeared in the
Australian daily newspapers of Monday, October 16th,
was one relating to Wilbur Wright's latest announce-
ment regarding aviation. *“He had been studying,”
the cable informed us, “the flight of vultures,” and
saw that the whole future of aviation would have
to be changed. Every invention, every one of man’s
enterprises is originated in the spiritual spheres. It
depends upon the receptivity of the individual if it
is clearly apprehended or not. A number of inventors
are all attracted to the same subject—are indeed
spiritually directed to do a certain work. Each one gets
an inkling of the possible invention, and it often seems
as if the man who clinches the idea has robbed his
compeers of some of their dues. It merely shows,
however, that the successful inventor has become
receptive enough to get the more accurate design. The
history in recent times of the typewriter, the linotype,
and the mode of telegraphic communication all tell of
partly conceived ideas at the start. A successful inventor
has simply become receptive enough to get the more
correct idea.

So great, however, is the interest now being taken
in these subjects that even the “man in the street”
begins to rub his eyes and ask: “Can these things
be?" The English papers are full of a controversy
about the truth or otherwise of Telepathy since £1000
has been offered by a leading solicitor in London on
behalf of a number of clients if this can be proved.
At the same time, a man named Blackburn seized the
opportunity to make what he called a “confession”
that experiments made in conjunction with a Mr.
Smith and others over twenty years ago were

faked. © He said he was the sole survivor
of the group. Unfortunately  for himself,
Mr. Smith is very much alive, and he, as

well as Professor W. F. Barrett, one of the group of
investigators with Myers and Gurney, have indignantly
denied this, and Professor Barrett, in an interview
with the London “Daily News,” says that telepathy
“is established beyond the possibility of challenge to
those who will really examine the evidence.” If it is
proved, therefore, that individuals still in the flesh
can and do get in touch with the Ego of those with
whom they desire to communicate, it becomes an easy
thing to realise that this, being a purely spiritual
power, persists after death, and can operate in just
the same way between incarnate and discarnate souls.
Would that all the world could know this great truth!
““Give me O Gori to sing that thought, )

Give me, give him or her I love, this quenchless faith

In Thy ensemble, whatever else withheld withhold not from us,

Belief in plan of Thee enclosed in Time and Space,
Health, peace, salvation universal.”
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VICE-ADMIRAL W. USBORNE MOORE
AND HIS BOOK.

"Glimpses of the Next State.”

By Annie Bright

One of the most noticeable developments of the present
time is the daily incre sing number of prominent scien-
tific, professional, and always able men and women who are
proclaiming the truth of spirit communication from those
who have passed beyond the veil. They are invariably
spiritualists of a high order who, while having gained an
assurance of immortality from their investigations, see
in them the basis of a coming world-wide religion such
as it has been the privilege of the editor of this journal
to indicate for the last seven years. Besides the long
roll of investigators of the latter part of the nineteenth
century, brave pioneers like Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace,
A. J. Davis and other familiar names known to all, the
early years of this new century are unmistakably
pointing to a Reformation
in the religious thought
of the time, more far-
reaching in its con-
sequences than the one
inaugurated by Martin
Luther and his brave
contemporaries. 11 was
something to make the
people free to read and
interpret foi themselves
sacred writings which had
been keptfortheexc'usive
use of the priests. 11 was
something to shatter the
claims of the Church to
alone give absolution and
remission of sins. But
this newer, grander
development that a know-
ledge of the spirit world
gives, puts aside all
obstacles to the power and
right of the individual
soul to.get itself in touch
with spiritual things, puts
aside, indeed, as relics of
the old order, those who
wo Id still lay a yoke on
the. conscience of their
fellows by giving as
authoritative, messages
from the Unseen, which
are only valuable as a
revelation to the individ-
ual. This isthe important
lesson for all inquirers to learn at the outset, and it
has been indicated strongly in Sir W. Earnshaw Cooper’s
book, ““Spiritual Science, who points out that ““all of
us are mediums in Lilian Whiting's charming writings,
in which she conspicuously presents the fundamental
truth that psychic phenomena, scientifically demonstrated,
will form the basis of the coming religion ; and now in
the most valuable book of Vice-Admiral W. Usborne
Moore, “ Glimpses of the Next State.”

Why the Book was Written.

It is not possible in a brief notice to do more than
indicate the leading points of the Vice-Admiral's book,
and readers everywhere are urged to study for themselves
what is probably the most convincing record of evidence
as to the reality of the next life on record. When the
author in 1904 published a small book called ““The
Cosmos and the Creeds,” he implied a disbelief in
immortality as generally understood. His book was an
attack on the outworn dogmas of the Churches, and as
he says in his preface, ““‘the presumptuous, hurtful
attitude of the priests,” who in his opinion *“ were
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misleading the children under their ministrations.”
And then came the remarkable change, in his outlook
which resulted in six years or more close and careful
investigation of psychic phenomena, both in England
and America, of which the present volume is the result.
“ Directly my first little boo was published,” he says,
““I began to feel misgivings as to mv agnosticism
regarding a future life, for 1 had not investigated the
evidences of those who call themselves Spiritualists. . . .
I determined to go into the matter. | found that the
deeper | went into a study of spiritualism, the more
apparent it became that whether he wished it or not,
man’'s individuality was not extinguished at death. . . .
Through all 1 was constantly reminded of the existence
of a near and dear relative, older than myself, who
passed away thirty-seven years ago in the prime of her
life. Her continued re-appearance could only lead me to
one conclusion--! was being guided to a re-consideration
of the problem of immortality. At last 1 have come to
the absolute conviction that what we call “‘death’ is a
mere incident, a door to a higher life that is, in reality,
more substantial to the
senses we shall hereafter
possess than the one we
set so much store upon
here. The near
relative who has proved to
me this valuable truth is
called in this volume
‘Tola, a spirit name which
she has herself adopted to
avoid the unpleasant
complications that may
arise from disputes as to
her identity among those
of herfriendsand relatives
who are not educated in
spiritualism.”  ““To my
spiritcompanion andguide
‘Tola,’ ” the book is grate-
fully dedicated, and the
chain of testimony to her
actual presence with the
author isof amost remark
able and convincing kind.
The first book that the
writer studied was the
famous ““Researchesinto
the Phenomena of Mod-
ern Spiritualism,” by Sir
W.Crookes. “Thiswork,”
says Usborne Moore,
““has been the means
of bringing hundreds of
thoughtful men toa know-
ledge of forces exercised
by invisible intelligences.
Was it possible,” he says, “ for this celebrated chemist
and physicist, whose powers of close analytical
observation were so well known, .. .. to be wrong in
his estimate of the manifestations he witnessed when in
the presence of D. D. Home, whose honesty has never,
as Myers says, been questioned, and other psychics with
whom he sat.” W.ith a mind fortified, therefore, with
much study, he in September, 1904, for the first time
sat at Portsmouth with a clairvoyant—Mrs. Compton,
of Bradford—who described very accurately the spirit
form of the near relative anxious to get in touch with
him.  Mr. Vango, a celebrated London medium well
known to Mr. Stead, also described her several times,
and a few months later, through the kindness of the
well-known writer on spiritual themes, Miss Katherine
Bates, he was introduced to some well-conducted private
séances ably managed by Mr. Gambier Bolton, where
Cecil Husk, the blind medium, was most frequently
engaged.  After describing the wonderful manifestations
he witnessed among others of materialisations, he
describes the first view he had of the spirit form of
“ Tola " as follows .:—* One night a face presented itself
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to me that 1 could not recognise. After | had
made two wild guesses, the head, hitherto facing me,
suddenly swerved round to the left until only the profile
could be seen. 1 then knew it and named the
relationship ; three hard knocks sounded close in front
of me on the table. It was ‘lola." This was her first
materialisation.”

Corroboration on Both Sides of the Atlantic

It was fortunate for Usborne Moore and for the
readers of this volume that he was able to pursue
his investigations on an unlimited scale.  Every
notable medium in England gave corroborative
testimony as to the identity of his long-lost friend,
and then hearing of the personal experi-
ences of Miss Bates and others in America, he
went to New York at the latter end of 1904. It
was Christmas Day when he arrived, and on the
same evening he attended a materialisation
seance where Mr. de Witt Hough was the
medium. One of the figures gave the earth name of
“lola,” and as Mr. Usborne Moore approached the
cabinet the figure “advanced to meet him with out-
stretched hands.” Many times he communicated
with her through psychics both in New York and
Boston.  On one occasion she said : “l did not know
I was dead until | saw someone cut off a lock of my |

. spot bein

““IOLA,” as given through the mediumship of the Bangs Sisters,

hair from behind my right ear.” This, our author
says, he was ignorant of, as he was on the Indian
Ocean, when his relative died in Scotland, but, on
inquiry, he found the statement to be correct.
After her death a lock of hair had been cut off from
behind her right ear.” It must be remembered that
this information was given by a psychic in America
unknown to Usborne Moore, and of something that
happened nearly 40 years previously in Scotland.

The Bangs Sisters,

Very conclusive is the record extending over many
pages of his investigation into the spirit paintings of
the above celebrated mediums. It will be remem-
bered that Dr. Peebles has given his testimony as
to their genuineness. No one can, however, read
with an unbiassed mind, the account in this volume
of remarkable messages between closed slates through
these mediums and the portraits obtained of “lola,”
one of which is reproduced here, without recognising
that psychic powers of a high order are manifested

I any other.
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through them.  Every line should be carefully read,
as no quotations can give a fair idea of the total re-
sults and of this phase of mediumship.

Mrs. Wriedt

By the last mail came an account through the
kindness of Mr. Stead of a visit of this medium to
London, and as a guest at Julia’s Bureau of her re-
markable mediumship for insertion in this issue of the
“Harbinger.”  This will be found in another col-
umn, and is interesting reading in conjunction with
Mr. Usborne Moore’s meeting her in America.  This
was during the third visit of the author to the United
States’, and on one occasion he was accompanied by
the veteran Spiritualist H. C. Hodges, editor of “The
Stellar Ray,” of Detroit, Michigan, in which city
Mrs. Wriedt lives.  Mr. Usborne Moore says: “Dur-
ing my investigations into the phenomena of Spiri-
tualism | have never met with anyone whose medium-
ship' has brought me so close to the next state of
consciousness as Mrs. Wriedt. I dislike,” he
says, “introducing the subject of money into disser-
tations on communications with the unseen; but
psychics must live, and there is as much reason why
they should be paid as parsons, lawyers, artists, doc-
tors, or naval and military officers.  Theirs is an
exhausting occupation, and generally unfits them for
It is due to Mrs. Wriedt to say that she
reduces her charges to a minimum,” and that “if un-
successful she refuses to receive anything atall. ' He
describes her surroundings as follows—

Mrs. Wriedt lives in a detached wooden villa of her
own design, 414 Baldwin-avenue, in a suburb of Detroit,
nearly three miles from the City Hall. She is much
sought after, and alwa?/s busy; on an average, she re-
ceives four or five people a clay. To ensure seeing her
it is therefore necessary to make an appointment before-
hand.  She does not fall into trance, and often joins in
the conversation going on between the sitter and her
spirit visitor; she speaks sometimes at the same instant
as her control or the other spirits. | have been much
puzzled to know what she has to do with the manifesta-
tions; all 1 am really sure about is that her presence is
essential.

The phenomena that occur are etherealisations and
the direct voice through the trumpet; the former are
more rare than the latter. It is possible to hear the
voices through the trumpet in broad daylight or gas-
light; but the operation Is slow and unsatisfactory, and
the investigator will find it best to sit in total darkness.
The psychic is willing to sit anywhere in the room, the
chosen by the investigator, on either side of
him, touching him, or opposite to him. | found it best
to liavo her opposite to me, and distant three to four
feet away. A trumpet is placed upright on the floor,
between psychic and visitor.

This description serves also to elucidate the article
sent by Mr. Stead.

How the Author Sums Up.

To anyone fortunate enough to read this volume,
“Glimpses of the Next State," it will be seen that this
brief notice can only touch the fringe of a work whose
500 pages is brimful of carefully tested communica-
tions, and with almost every accredited medium. To
show the conclusions which he has gained from
these continuous investigations, unrelaxed, moreover,
until he had gained conviction, it is well to let the
author speak for himself.
~ On page 464, he says, in a passage worth quot-
ing
_ Fifty years ago, when the great American nation was
in the throes of a mighty conflict, its destiny was con-
trolled by that great and good man Abraham Lincoln,
who believed in communication with the next state.
During that gigantic struggle one million of able-bodied
men in their ﬁrlme passed on to the o-tlier life.  The
poet, Walt Whitman, in his ode to his hero, thus wrote
of them :—

“l saw battle-corpses, myriads of them.

And the white skeletons of young men—I saw them;
i 1 saw the debris and debris of all the slain soldiers of

the war;

| But | saw they were not as was thought;
: They themselves were fully at rest—they suffer’d not;
| The living remained and suffer’d—the mother suffer’d,
I And the wife and the child suffer'd, and the musing comrade

suffer’d,
| And the armies that remained suffer’d.”
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And later on he sums up the results of his wonder-
ful experiences as follows—

Fellow students, | put it to you that the materialism,
the Haeckelism, of to-day is not to be fought by the
archaic doctrines of the so-called Catholic Churches.
Athanasian Creeds, Commination Services, and man-
made Articles of Religion aro rusty weapons wherewith
to opf)ose the arguments of the materialists.  The irra-
tional belief in the resurrection of the bOdY' embodied
in the Apostles’ Creed and in hymns published quite
lately, is of no use whatever to stem the tide of argu-
ment for the annihilation of our individual conscious-
ness. Many now living recollect Bishop Wordsworth’s
famous denunciation of cremation on the ground that this
practice destroyed the individual who was destined to rise
at some time for the final judgment.  Such dull plead-
ings are of no avail. God is not a God of the dead, but
of the living. The repulsive stories of the angry and
jealous Jahveh of the lIsraelites will soon fail to attract
any but the most profoundly ignorant.

“Fo% Ild"ke not his creed, if any there be, who shall dare to

0

That God comes to us only at times far away in the
centuries of old.”

And what, | ask you, will soon become of the wide-
spread teaching that God Himself made a sacrifice to
Himself on this insignificant planet of a comparatively
small solai' system to redeem the sin of the first of the
human raceP Then, as Mr. James Robertson has
pointed out, “one swallow does not make a summer,”
and the bodily resurrection of God, if true, is a pheno-
menal event which contains in itself no promise that a
mortal may likewise arise.
No; we require stronger food in the present day to
maintain our faith in reunion with those we have known
on the earth plane. If the argument for bodily resur-
rection were all we had to help us, we are of all men the
most miserable. But, happily, this is not what we
spiritualists believe- We are convinced that we have al-
ready accumulated evidence that a more rational evolu-
tion is before us; that death is a change somewhat simi-
lar to birth—indeed, it is so stated in those books which
are day by day so grossly misinterpreted; and that we
do indeed rise again, not, however, in our present
“natural” body, but in a “spiritual” body, a vehicle of
highly-attenuated matter, invisible to mortals through
their ordinary channels of sense, but as real as the body
we now possess, and far more alive than we have ever
been before. We can, therefore, join in the. trium-
phant p®an of Morris: —
“Exult, oh dust and ashes |
dead,

For ye live too who lie beneath, as we live who walk
overhead.

As Goddlives, so ye are living; ye are living and moving
to-day,

Not as they live who breathe and move, yet living and
conscious as they.

And ye, too, oh, living, exult.
and rejoice;

Foi- the Lord of the quick and the dead lives still; we
have heard His voice.

Wé have heard His voice, and we hear it sound wider
and more increased,

To the sunset plains of the West, from the peaks of the
furthest East.
For the quick and the dead it was given; for them it
is sounding still,
And no pause of silence shall break the clear voice of the
Infinite Will.”
_______________ — e

Mr. J. Gott, of Johannesburg Spiritualist So-
ciety, writes to ask the attention of readers to the
value of “combined thought” among those who are
anxious to help in the promotion of the Higher
Spiritualism in the Southern Hemisphere, and en-
closes a copy of a “Prayer for All,” by Victor Hugo,
which “La Revue Spirite” asks its readers to employ
at fixed hours. Mr. Gott’s address is “P.O., Box No.
4, Johannesburg,” and if friends will put themselves
in communication with him, and formulate a plan of
action, the editor will assist to the utmost.

Mr. J. Isherwood writes from London that he had
had an enjoyable time in London, meeting Mr.
George Spriggs, E. W. Wallis (editor of “Light”),
Mr. John Lobb, and other prominent workers. He
is returning to Australia by the *“Ballarat,” which
leaves London on November 16th, arriving in Mel-
bourne on December 28th. His address will be
“201 Oxford-street, Darlinghurst, Sydney,” where
letters regarding engagements in the Commonwealth
and New Zealand should be addressed.

Rejoice, all ye that are

Young and old, exult
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MR. T. W. STANFORD'S SEANCES WITH
THE MEDIUM CHARLES :BAILEY.

By Annie Bright

If there is one lesson more than another which
needs reiteration it is that upon the individual soul
rests the responsibility of its own spiritual growth.
Many are the various cults whose teachings are cal-
culated to deflect mankind from this great central
truth. It is not by believing in certain dogmas,
by rashly following the dicta of leaders professing
to have mysterious mandates from the Unseen, that
this will be accomplished. Each one can get into
touch with spiritual spheres—with the spirit of God

as so eloguently set forth in the address by Dr.
Witherow selected for this issue on “ The New
Birth,” and that is the only way of salvation. It is
strange to notice the tendency to go back to old
superstitions—to breed another and more sinister
form of ecclesiasticism—in some of the prominent
teachers ranged on what should be the spiritual
side as against the materialism of the churches. In
Signor Valettis address in the October “Harbinger”
entitled “The Pathway cf Eternal Progress,” which
has called forth encomiums on every side, he says:
“Just think of the man sneering at the spiritualists
who believes that the priest, after pronouncing a few
words in Latin, makes a little wafer—flour and water

-become the very flesh and blood of his God, and
that lie is able to assimilate that host. 1 say, think
of the colossal impudence and impertinence of the one
who says that the investigator of spiritualism is a
fool when he can believe such teachings as that.”

When one remembers the martyrs of the Reforma-
tion John Huss, Sevvetus, and many others burned
at the stake for preaching against the soul-deaden-
ing doctrine of “ Transubstantiation,” that of the
wafer becoming the very body and blood of Christ—it
should make people very cautious in their reception
of staten ents put forth by teachers of to-day. It is
stated in a recent magazine published in India, that
clairvoyants can see at the moment of consecration
the Host glowing with the most dazzling brightness.
It becomes, in fact, a veritable sun to the eye of the
clairvoyant. . . Only those priests who have been law-
fully -ordained and have the apostolic succession can
produce this effect at all.” Here is presented “a yoke
as dubious and galling as ever cast around by priest
or pope,” and which it seems the mission of this paper
to help to break. “There is no mystery but the mys-
tery of godliness,” and this simple gospel for the
thinking men and women of this age cannot be more
potently set forth than in the following address.
There 1s always simplicity at the heart of every true
religion. “The Kingdom of God is within you”
should be the keynote of the true spiritual life.

ADDRESS BY REV. DR. WITHEROW :
“The New Birtii.”

Specially reported by Miss M. Wilson, Shorthand Writer and
Typist, Modern Buildings, 317 Collins Street, Melbourne.
You will remember that it is stated in the third

chapter of John that there came unto Jesus by

night a certain ruler of the Jews, whose name was

Nicodemus. He desired to know something about

the kingdom of heaven, and in reply to his queries,

the Christ said: “Verily, verily, I say unto- thee,
except a man be born again, he cannot see the King-
dom of God.”

The Responsibility of Spiritualists.

You people sitting here to-night who hear these
words' are under a great responsibility. A great re-
sponsibility also rests upon myself to deliver the mes-
sage faithfully. 1 am not going to speak smooth
things unto the people. 1 do not know, nor do
1 care, anything about your preconceived ideas, or
vour theology. 1 am going to speak words of truth
as | understand and know them. | am directing
my remarks to you as true Spiritualists or Christians,
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but 1 am sorry to say that there are a large number
of people who believe in the spiritual philosophy—
and these people are to be found in almost every land
—who are not at all spiritual. They have got rid
of the idea of hell and the devil, which they are
wise in doing, but there they stop. But let me
repeat emphatically, as a brother speaking unto his
brethren, that there is a great responsibility rest-
ing upon everyone of you. Disabuse your minds,
| pray you, of the false idea that you can get
into the Kingdom of God in any slipshod way.
“Verily, verily 1 say unto you except a man be
born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God."
These are momentous words, and the Great Teacher,
who desired to bring into the kingdom all with whom
He came in contact, impressed it upon this r'ler
of the synagogue that there must be a spiritual change
before he could enter into that kingdom. It is quite
popular to teach, especially among spiritualists of a
certain kind, that man can jog carelessly on through
life, and at last pass over the border line when all
will be right. It is one of the greatest mistakes
that you have ever made, if this is your conviction.
Realise that you have a certain amount of will power
to enable you to choose right or wrong. | know all
about heredity and environment, and so does God
our Father, but each one of you has a conscience,
and | believe that most people—the majority at all
events—know when they are doing right and when
they are doing wrong.

What is the Nature, of this New Birth?

We find it repeated throughout the Gospels that
“Ye must be born again." It was evidently con-
fusing to the ruler of the Jews because he said: “Can
a man enter the second time his mother's womb,
and be born?" His spiritual eyes were not
opened, and lie could not understand that Christ
was referring to the spiritual change which com-
menced in the heart, and which is absolutely neces-
sary before a man can be fitted to dwell in the
realms of everlasting day. Remember that each one
present has a spark from that divine fire, a drop
from that great ocean of spirit which comes from
God, and which will ultimately return unto Him.
All are said to be immortal, but remember that there
is a vast difference in the condition of those who pass
over without any spiritual life and those, who have
realised the change which is called the new birth.

Man left to himself, unaided, cannot by searching
find out God. For hundreds and thousands of years
he has tried to do so and failed. His spiritual mes-
sengers, like myself and others, may come and seek
to help, but unless the spirit of God is indwelling
in that man, producing the change of which | have
been speaking, there cannot be any regeneration and
it cannot be said that that man is born again. But
you may say. Are we not taught that a man shall
work out his salvation in fear and trembling? So
he will, and so he must. But, at the same time,
it is necessary' for man in his weak spiritual condi-
tion to look to and lean on his God in time of trouble.
He must of a necessity look to God for that power
which shall enable him to surmount all difficulties,
because, as Paul said: “When | would do good,
evil is present with me.” Every living soul has ex-
periences like that, because there is a continual
war, the ilesh lusting against the spirit, and the
spirit against the flesh. Unless a man has the Spirit
of God he cannot come off more than conqueror,
and he cannot be triumphant. It is only those, people
who have attained to such spiritual heights
who realise the necessity of daily living in
the spirit, resting in the Spirit, that is,
abiding in God. I think that of all the sins that
poor frail humanity inherits, the worst, the most
besetting sin is that of selfishness. From this abomin-
able sin spring most of the evils under which humanity
suffers. Sometimes men, and women, too, have bad
tempers, that disturb their spiritual peace. How are
they going to overcome this evil by their own strength?
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It is quite possible for a man to put forward a great
and noble effort to do this, but he never can be
entirely immune or free from this, or any other
besetting sin, until he has experienced that change
of which we have been speaking—until he has the
spirit of God.

Man Cannot Grow Spiritually Unaided.

Can any of you, unaided from the cradle to the
grave, battle your way through life, and then say
at last: 1 am satisfied with myself, and 1 know that
God must be satisfied. No man can say such a thing,
because one who is honest to himself, looking in-
wardly, must confess that he might have done better.
What is the spirit of God and this great change
which Christ said was necessary before a man was
it lor the kingdom of heaven? What did Jesus mean
when He said : “When he, the spirit of truth, is come,
ne will guide you into all truth.” 1 am not going to
waste time arguing as to whether that is just the
correct rendering. You can say and believe, if you
ike, that the Spirit is an influence, a power, pro-
ceeding from the Father. It does not matter. It is
in truth the Father manifesting Himself by His
wondrous power, deep down in the souls of men.
There are a great many people like the Sadducees
of old, who deny Spirit. Oh, my friends, if | pity
anybody, it is those who pretend—for 1 cannot
honestly believe that deep down in their hearts they
have convinced themselves—that there is no life be-
yond the grave. How dark, how dreadful, how miser-
able, must their existence even in the present life
be! That which you shall inherit hereafter is the
crown of life, and life would be but a farce, a chaos,
if it ends at the grave. Those of you who read
the Bible will know that the Spirit of God is spoken
of right through the Book as a wondrous power. It
was the Spirit of God that brooded upon the face of
the waters in producing creative acts of which we
read in the book of Genesis. It was the Spirit of God
that came down upon the people on the day of
Pentecost. It was the Spirit of God that helped the
Christ in all His wondrous works and amidst vari-
ous suroundings, when He sought to help the people.
It was the Spirit of God that guided and directed
the apostles who came after Him. It is the Spirit
of God that dwells in the Church to-day. By that
I do not mean the handful of people who call them-
selves by various names—sects and denominations.
I mean that invisible Church of God -those people
whose hearts are centred in God, whose lives are in
tune with the Infinite, for your Heavenly Father
has sheep which are not of this fold. That spirit
has manifested itself right through the ages, and is
manifesting itself to-day, producing signs and won-
ders, if you like, but the greatest sign and wonder of
all is the regeneration of mankind. Do not tell
me that the passage of material bodies through matter
is so wonderful. These are but puny things and take
place bcause those on our side of life, understand
the laws and conditions that control matter. But
think of the great change so often wrought in the
hearts of men, vile and degraded, some of them
steeped to their lips in evil. Such changes have
taken place, and 1 would give you a word of
warning, about, this fact. Get right away from those
Spiritualists who tell you that it is not' true. You
may repeat the sayings of Christ, but in your lives
you may deny Him. | sav that such are not fit
for the kingdom of heaven. They have not experi-
enced that change which we are speaking of ; they
have not been born again. They know nothing of
““the indwelling Christ.”

How Does the Change Come About!

There must first be born a desire to know more
of the things of God. There is no coercion in these
matters. If a man has a desire to be more spiritual,
to live a better life; that very desire is a prayer
which goes up to the footstool of our Father—and is
immediately answered. Light will be given to him.
I have faith in the sincere prayers of humanity. Some
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may ask amiss, and they will receive no answer.
Some would use prayer to gratify the lusts of the
flesh, but the lusts of the flesh are enmity against
God. Some of you sitting here to-night were once
worldly and materialistic. Then you began to think
just a little, and to realise that there was something
beyond yourselves. You desired to know more. You
were honest, certain evidences were placed before you,
some helpful word was spoken, or you read something
and then you were helped into gradual and greater
light. The Spirit of God was at work, and under its
influence and power, you have been regenerated. But
to the man who- is fully regenerated, there must also
be an act of faith, not faith in himself—"“Without
Me ye can do nothing”—but with spiritual help
you can do anything that is possible. By faith ye
shall say unto this mountain: “Be thou removed
and be thou cast into the sea,” and it shall happen.
I know that a great many people will say this is
all nonsense, but that is always the attitude of the
world towards spiritual things. As soon as you desire
to live a better life, to be spiritually perfect, and
prayer ascends unto God, the Spirit of God will take
possession cf you, and will cast out that which offends.
You will be in fellowship with and a companion of
the Power that is able to overcome all the evils of
life, all that offends a man in his spiritual existence.
You must, however, have a single eye to the glory
of God and to your own soul’s salvation. Is it neces-
sary to be so fitted for the kingdom? Your own
commonsense will tell you that it is, because the
Kingdom of God is a state just- as much as a place.
When the spirit is purified, the Kingdom of God
is within you, and ye are come unto the holy mount,
the New Jerusalem, unto the spirits of just men made
perfect. That perfection is only obtained in God,
and let me say right here that if you pass on to the
spirit side of life in your darkness, you will have
to depend on and receive the Spirit of God before
you can enter into life eternal. 1 told you before
that there is a great difference between the man who
thus enters into the spirit world, and him who has
received the crown of life. Immortality means some-
thing more, my friends, than living on continually
for ever. A man might live on continually and yet
in a measure be miserable. Tt means' to be at one
with God. It means to dwell in Him. Christ prayed
that His followers might be at one with the Father,
that they should be in Him, and He in the Father.
No man can exist apart from the Spirit of God.
It is impossible. He is opr life. He is our light:
and remember, my friends, that unless you are spirit-
ually regenerated, there is a dark time for you in the
hereafter.

What is the Spiritual Life?

“And he showed me a pure river of water of
life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne
of God.” And John, the seer, in prophetic vision
saw the New Jerusalem, for he goes on to say. “There
shall be no night there, and they need no candle,
neither light of the sun, for the Lord God giveth
them light ; then he added these solemn words: “For
without are dogs and sorcerers and whoremongers, and
murderers and idolaters, and whosoever liveth and
maketh a lie.” These are solemn words. They are
in the spiritual world, but they have not entered into
the Kingdom of God, for that kingdom is a prepared
place for a prepared people.

Will you ask yourselves if you have been prepared
so that you may dwell at peace .with God in the
heaven above. A man mav know if he has received the
new birth, and I will tell you how. If the results
of your life in this community are such that you have
brightened the lives of others, that you have helped
some one spiritually, that you have conquered your-
self and have set out to conquer the evil that is
round about you: if vou have, moreover, devoted
your life to the uplifting of humanitv and to assist
in bringing nearer that kingdom which some people
unthinkingly pray for every night, but which they do
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not understand—then you will know that you have
received the Spirit, and the change has already taken
place in you. But you must have faith, and that
faith is not centred in yourselves, nor in something
that you may do. That doing is solely the result
of the regeneration of your spirit. Your faith must
be centred in Him, not in something that you do.
God never fails anyone. There is not one among this
company who knows how soon he will be called on
to pass within the veil. It is, however, certain, my
friends, that all of you must leave these scenes, no
matter how rich you may be, for you cannot buy off
death. Do not be content to say, daily, it will be
all right; 1 have tried to do this and the other.
There is something more demanded of a man. He
has to realise and acknowledge his dependence on the
Spirit of God if he wishes to have perfect peace and
be regenerated. Good works must, however, be the
outcome of your spiritual regeneration, because the
spirit having taken up its abode in your soul pro-
duces within peace, joy, and long suffering. Out of
this mighty well of life within there will go forth
overflowing streams of love, to poor, suffering
humanity, and you will never be at rest unless you
are doing something to help and uplift your fellow
man. This new birth can only come through faith
in God, by a direct spiritual act and by the power
of the Spirit of God, who has told us that He will
dwell with the man who is regenerated, until he
enters into his rest.

MRS. ETTA WRIEDT OF AMERICA.
The Guest of Mr. Stead at Julia's Bureau.

By a recent mail came a letter from Mr. Stead,
saying that he was sending for the readers of this
paper a report of their experiences with Mrs. Wriedt,
the far-famed American trumpet medium, who had
accepted his invitation to. come to England.

By a singular coincidence there arrived by the same
mail a volume by Leiut.-Colonel Usborne Moore,
“Glimpses of the Other Life,” which is the subject
of the chief articleinthis number of the “Harbinger.”
His experiences with this lady in America were of
a very high order, and his account of her personality
and heme surroundings will be read with interest in
conjunction with the following report of the London
seances. | am greatly indebted to Miss Edith K.
Harper, sec. Julia’s Bureau, for the trouble she has
taken in the matter, and her most interesting account.

The Mediumship of Mus Etta Wriedt

Mrs. Etta Wriedt, of Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A,,
arrived on her first visit to England last May, as the
guest of Mr. W. T. Stead, at Julia’s Bureau. Her
reputation as a marvellous medium for the “mate-
rialisation of voices”—as she herself describes her
gift—had already preceded her through a series of
articles by Vice-Admiral W. Usborne Moore, entitled
“The Voices,” which appeared in successive numbers
of “Light,” from April 22 to May 20, of the present
year- to which the reader is referred—and the
psychic world of London awaited with deep interest
her arrival. Would the psychic power, that force so
delicate, subtle, and mysterious, by which the Silence
speaks, survive the long journey, the change of
climate, the strange environment, the absence from
home and kinsfolk? Julia had already predicted
with confidence that such would be the case. The
real point at issue, said Mr. Stead, was not the test-
ing of Mrs, Wriedt by us, but the testing of us by
Mrs. Wriedt. Were we psychically as capable to
receive as she to give?

It was immediately found that Mrs. Wriedt was
able with perfect- ease to exercise her gift in the har-
monious atmosphere of her new surroundings, a quiet
country house, surrounded by trees and flowers,
where sunshine and fresh air abounded. Not only
so, but- she is adaptability itself and. has in every
respect a well-balanced personality, entirely natural
and normal in her daily life, without “fads” either in
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diet or habits, and absolutely independent of the
rigid “conditions™ by which sittings are usually
restricted and which one had come to regard as
inviolable as the laws of the Medes and Persians,
such as the arrangement and number of the sitters,
their places in the circle, the breaking of the circle
admit a late arrival, even the time of the
mencement of the seance, none of these details seemed
to matter in the least to this amazingly passive
and flexible human instrument for the intercommuni-
cation of the two worlds. A dark room, an alumin-
ium trumpet, and, if possible, a few fresh flowers, are
all she asks. She is never entranced, but converses
freely with the other sitters, and observes the pheno-
mena with as much interest as any other member of
the circle. We have heard her tailring, even arguing,
with some spirit-voice with whose utterances she did
not agree.

We had in all forty-four circle sittings. The pri-
vate sittings numbered considerably more, and Mrs.
Wriedt’s total number of sitters amounted to several
hundred. The circles took place with very few
exceptions every evening except Sunday, Wednes-
day being always reserved for the weekly meeting of
Julia's private circle, at which Mrs. Wriedt, of course,
took part. A careful record has been kept of the
evening meetings, at which a shorthand stenographer
was alwayspresent. Loosing backward over those memor-
able weeks the most noticeable features of the seances are
found to have been—(1) Two, three, and even four
spirit-voices talking simultaneously to different sit-
ters; (2) messages given in foreign languages and
dialects, Frenjch, German, Italian, Spanish, Nor-
wegian, and others, with which the medium was quite
unacquainted. On one occasion a Norwegian lady
present (well-known in the world of literature and
politics) was addressed in Norwegian by a man’s
voice claiming to be her brother. She conversed with
him and was overcome with joy at the proofs he
gave her of his identity, and of his conscious life
and continued work, in the world of “many man-
sions.” Another time a voice spoke in voluble Span-
ish, addressing itself definitely to a lady in the
circle, whom no one knew to be acquainted with that
language, but who thereupon entered into a fluent
conversation with the spirit-voice, to the evident sat-
isfaction of the latter. (3) Flowers' taken from the
vases and placed in the hands of sitters at different
parts of the room, once or twice a vase containing
flowers also being placed in someone's liana. (4) The
sitters touched by invisible fingers (hair stroked,
hands or face patted), and very frequently rapped by
the trumpet as though to recall wandering attention
or urge a hesitating person to answer when spoken
to. (5) The appearance in our midst of luminous
etherealised forms, visible to everyone, which glided
rather than walked, and often waved or bowed a
greeting to members of the circle by whom they were
Recognised, or for whom they came. Of these forms
the faces were seldom clearly visible to everyone;
clairvoyants were quite able to describe minutely the
features, hair, and general appearance, even to the
design like “embroidery” on the beautiful transparent
white draperies, but- generally the face was half con-
cealed in a misty white aura, and the whole form with
its flowing robes resembled a column of bright yet
soft and silvery light, whiter than moonlight, but
no less ethereal. These forms were, of course, not
solid to our physical touch, but after their appear-
ance and disappearance the voice of “Dr. Sharp,”
Mrs. Wriedt’s guide, or of John King, presiding
genius of “materialisation” in all its forms, would
often be heard giving the spirit-friend's name or
mentioning the name of the particular sitter for whom
the visitant had come. It is impossible to describe
the effect of the appearance of those radiant beings,
who seemed to bring with them something of the
“diviner air” in which thev dwell.

Often the form was that of a little child, which
ran forward into the circle, gazed wonderingly around
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it, as though as much amazed as we were, and then
Irandhurriedly back again into the safety of the spirit
and.

Another interesting manifestation was the frequent
sound of singing through the trumpet, sometimes
alone, sometimes joining in while the circle sang in
unison, and sometimes with some particular sitter.
Once, foi- instance, a lady recognised her father’s
voice singing his favourite song, and she then join-
ing, the two voices finished the melody together. This
happened also in the case of another lady, an ope-
ratic singer, who was present one evening, and whose
husband, recently passed over, had possessed a fine
tenor voice. This lady, feeling impressed to sing,
began in Italian the opening bars of the duet “Home
to our Mountains” from “IlI Trovatore,” and was in-
stantly joined by an unmistakable tenor from the
trumpet, which, she assured us, was rendered abso-
lutely note for note as her husband had sung it with
her, even to certain characteristic phrasings and
modulations peculiarly his own.

Another frequent manifestation was a luminous
round disc like the full moon and nearly as bright,
which would hover round the circle and pause some-
times for a few seconds in the centre. Often the
sitters were lightly sprinkled with drops of water, and
very frequently a current of cold air would play
perceptibly over the circle.

Many “physical phenomena” occurred at different
times, such as the moving of heavy articles from place
to place, books, chairs, etc. (twice a chair being
lifted from the side of the room, at some distance,
carried over the heads of the sitters, and dropped
with a bang into the middle of the circle). Mrs.
Wriedt said that these were not a characteristic of
her own seances at home. John King was here held
responsible for them. These did not occur at every
seance, nor did the etherealisations, nor the singing;
indeed, every sitting differed markedly from the
rest, and as every one declared with truth, “You
never knew what would happen next.” It was a com-
mon occurrence to hear two spirit-voices in conversa-
tion together, the urbane and sonorous utterance of
Dr. Sharp and the familiar deep-toned voice of John
King being more than once distinctly audible, dis-
cussing the pros and cons of some suggested form of
manifestation.

It has often been asked, “Why must the room be
dark?” Darkness is' necessary in order to see the
etherealised forms, which would be invisible in the
light, as the stars in the sky are invisible to us in the
daytime. That darkness is not absolutely necessary
in order to hear the voices has, however, been proved
here many a time and oft. The trumpet has fre-
quently been brought down from the sacred precincts
of the seance-room into the quite ordinary mundane
conditions of the drawing-room at tea time, and Mrs.
Wriedt being engaged in needlework or conversation,
the familiar tones of the voice known to us as John
King’s has talked away clearly and audibly, as also
have the voices of others “loved long since and lost
awhile,” but unmistakable to the two who listened.

When the emotions are touched and the inner voice
of instinctive certainty confirms the careful observa-
tion of less keenly interested, but more strictly
scientific inquirers, it is difficult not to overstrain the
bounds of enthusiasm in writing of this wonderful
manifestation of a power new to the ordinary run of
humankind. Equally one might fill many pages in
giving detail after detail of the results obtained in
private, when the attention was entirely focussed on
one or two persons whose friends could communicate
with them at greater ease than in the presence of a
gathering of strangers, however sympathetic.

A word concerning the wonderful “instrument”
herself.  Although this is her first visit to the old
country, Mrs Wriedt has been for thirty years a
medium, and is well-known and highly respected in
her native land. Her family and early home sur-
roundings were in no way psychic, and she had to
endure a good deal of scolding from her practical and
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uncomprehending mother, when first as a child of
eight, her dawning powers of clairaudience and clair-
voyance began to assert themselves. Though born in
America, Mrs Wriedt is proud of her Welsh descent,
from a family that has lived for generations upon its
native soil of Cardiganshire.  On returning home
at the close of her visit, she carries with her, in addi- |
tion to many tangible expressions of goodwill, the
gratitude and affectionate wishes of the many from
whom she has lifted the burden of grief and despair,
and for whom through her mediumship it has been
granted once more to feel. * . . the touch of a
vanished hand,” and to hear “the sound of a voice
that is still.”

London, Sept., 1911. Edith K. Harper.

LUTHER BURBANK
On Food, Fresh Air, and Environment.

So many letters have come to this office expressing
delight of readers in the Luther Burbank Supplement
in the October Harbinger, that the following addit onal
extracts from his book, “ The Training of the Human
Plant,” excluded for want of space, are given below :—

Nourishing Food.

“It is impossible to apply successfully the principles
of cultivation and selection of plants to human life
if the human life does not, like the plant life, have
proper nourishment. First of all, the child's digestion
must be made sound by sufficient, simple, well-
balanced food. But, you say, anyone should know
this. True, and most people do realise it in a certain
sense ; but how many realise that upon the food the
child is fed in these first ten years largely depends

its moral futur*e?

* *

Here the author states what he considers well-
balanced food in the following :—

“ The request has often come to me to state what | thought a
I well-balanced ' food, especially for children. We all need food
which supplies the elements of growth and repair, and all, both
old and young, must also have foods which yield warmth and
energy. Nearly all foods contain both these elements, though in
greatly varying proportions, and usually far from the right ones
for growth and health unless a variety of foods are eaten at each
meal. Growing children need a greater proportion of body-
building foods, such as lean meats, fish, milk, some vegetables
and fruits. They are often fed loo great a proportion of sweet
and starchyfoods. A certain proportion of these are absolutely
necessary, but we all know the ! starch babies’ by their pale, fat.
flabby, characterless faces, lusterless eyes and general lack of
vitality. Less starchy foods and more fresh meats with eggs,
milk, some vegetables and fruits will give more vitality, abetter
growth, greater intelligence, better health and a better con-
stitution, notwithstanding the belief of some of my vegetarian
friends to the contrary.

““Children mostly fed on sweet and farinaceous foods are also
starved for the various salts and mineral elements. These must
all be supplied, especially to children, else tliej’ will certainly
become victims of an unbalanced, unnatural, premature develop-
ment and a shortening of life simply from starvation. Life, the
builder, must have the necessary materials, or the structure
must be imperfect and incomplete.”

“What we want in developing a new plant, making
it better in al] ways than any of its kind that hav.
preceded it, is a splendid norm, not anything abnor-
mal. So we feed it from the soil, and it feeds from
the air by the aid of sunlight and thus we make
it a powerful aid to man. It is dependent upon
good food. Upon good food for the child, well-
balanced food, depends good digestion: upon good
digestion, with pure air to keep the blood pure, de-
pends the nerv’ous system. If you have the first
ten years of a boy's or a girl's life in which to make
them strong and sturdy with normal nerves, splendid
digestion, and unimpaired lungs, you have a healthy
animal ready for the heavier burdens of study. Pre-
serve beyond all else as the priceless portion of a
child the integrity of the nervous system. Upon this
depends their success in life.

“The integrity of your child’s nervous system, no
matter what any so-called educator may say, is thus
impaired ; he can never again be what he would have
been had you taken him as the plant-cultivator takes
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a plant, and for these first ten precious years
of his life had fitted him for the future. Nothing
else is doing so much to break down the nervous sys-
tems of Americans, not even the insane rushing of
maturer years, as this over-crowding and cramming
of child-life before the age of ten. And the mad
haste of maturer years is the legitimate result of-

the earlier strgin."

* *

Environment.

“There is not a single desirable attribute which,
lacking in a plant, may not be bred into it. Choose
what improvement you wish in a flower, a fruit, or
a tree, and by crossing, selection, cultivation, and
persistence, you can fix this desirable trait irre-
vocably. Pick out any trait you want in your child,
granted that he is a normal child—I shall speak of
the abnormal later—be it honesty, fairness, purity,
lovableness, industry, thrift, what not. By sur-
rounding this child with sunshine from the sky and
from your own heart, by giving the closest com-
munion with nature, by feeding this child well-
balanced, nutritious food, by giving it all that is
implied in healthful environmental influences, and
by doing all in love, you can thus cultivate in the
child and fix there for all its life all of these traits.
Naturally not always to the full in all cases at the
beginning of the work, for heredity will make itself
felt first, and, as in the plant under improvement,
there will be certain strong tendencies to reversion
to former ancestral traits; but, in the main, with
the normal child, you can give him all these traits
by patiently, persistently, guiding him in these early
formative years.

“And, on the other side, give him foul air to
breathe, keep him in a dusty factory or an unwhole-
some schoolroom or a crowded tenement up under the
hot roof, keep him away from the sunshine, take

away from him music and laughter and
happy faces; cram his little brains with so-
called knowledge, all the more deceptive and

dangerous because made so apparently adaptable to
his young mind; let him have vicious associates in
his hours out of school, and at the age of ten you
have fixed in him the opposite traits. lie is on his
way to the gallows. You have perhaps seen a prairie
fire sweep through the tall grass across a plain. Noth-
ing can stand before it, it must burn itself out. That
is what happens when you let the weeds grow up in
a child's life, and then set fire to them by wrong

environment." .

* * *

Very suggestive are Luther Burbank's remarks on

The Mentally Defective.

“But with those who are mentally defective—ah,
here is the hardest question of alll--what shall be
done with them? Apparently fatally deficient, can
they ever be other than a burden? In the case of
plants in which all tendencies are absolutely vicious
there is only one course- they must be destroyed. In
the case of human beings in whom the light of reason
does not burn, those who, apparently, can never be
other than a burden, shall they be eliminated from
the race? Go to the mother of an imbecile child
and get your answer. No; here the analogy must
cease. | shall not say that in the ideal state general
citizenship would not gain by the absence of such
classes, but where is the man who would deal with
such Spartan rigour with the race? Besides all this,
in the light of the great progress now being made
in medical and surgical skill, who shall say what now
apparently impossible cures may not be effected?

“But it is as clear as sunlight that here, as in the
case of plants, constant cultivation and selection
will do away with all this, so that in the grander
race of the future these defectives will have become
permanently eliminated from the race heredity. For
these helpless unfortunates, as with those who are
merely unfortunate from environment, | should enlist
the best and broadest State aid.”
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WHAT AND WHERE IS THE SPIRIT
WORLD ?

It may appear strange to some of our readers tha
there should be such diversity of belief in what i;
called "Heaven,' but it should be borne in min
that heaven is a condition and not necssarily a local-
ity. It implies beauty and harmony. To locate it
on the material plane we should need above all
things agreement of ideas, sentiments, and religious
convictions. These, with beautiful surroundings and
the absence of all diseases the flesh is heir to, com-
bined with faith in a G-od of love, would constitute
Heaven on earth. Conditions like these appear tv
prevail in the summer land described by the seer.
Their environment accords with their moral status,
and their beliefs are in harmony, hence there is n<
discord, but to carry conflicting ideas and belieis
with them were they necessitated to dwell together
there could be no harmony in the heavenly sense.
On earth we seek those whose sentiments and con-
victions harmonise with our own, but find few;
in the spirit world we naturally gravitate to a con-
gery of such until we have aspirations for more light
which attract the spirits from higher planes, who are
competent to give all we need. Neither advanced
spirits nor advanced spiritualists seek to proselytise,
but are ever ready to enlighten. Those who pass to
the spirit world with strong theological proclivities
are naturally drawn to their confreres, and this ap-
plies particularly to the Roman Catholics, described
by A. G. Dauvis, the seer, as follows:—

"La Samosata” is the name of a convent, or what
would here be called a monastry. There are persons
aith is

who veriIY believe that the Roman Catholic
God's exclusive religion. Such spirits Hover over then
congenial earthly congregations. Theiefore, tile Roman
Catholics do experience real inspirations—not revelations,
remember, because revelations open and enlighten the
judgment, whilst inspirations excite, vivify, and warn:
our spirits to action. Many persons are truly inspired
who nave not common sense. In fact, they may be
very higlny inspired, and still be very unwise in their
externals. = On the other hand, when a man has a reai
revelation, which gently expands and opens the facul-
ties oi thought, and which also brings proportion, anu
depth, and solidity—then inspiration ~becomes to that
mail's faculties what sun-heat is to the flowers, ana
rains, and grasses. It is a cause of growth and of steady
ertihsation.

Now, these Catholics of our earth really’ feel the
hovering indorsement and benedictions of the La Samo-
sata—the tenants of a vast convent, ft is a place
shut in by mountains that till the distance away oh like
alps upon aips (.only not without those abrupt ana
pointed summits), but like innumerable oceans they ro,.
or seem to roil down to the garden of the convent, n
the earthly’ astronomer couid but gaze upon this scene
with his telescope, it would seem to him as though In
was contemplating new star fields in the heavens iu
beauty and magnitude far beyond his ability to transmit
in language, or to map down for the longing eyes o.
his waiting  fellow-men. The La Samosata, instead
of being a place where a few thousand can gathei,
may contain ail the Roman Catholics who have gone into
the spirit-world for many centuries, and hence it is
vastly larger than the States of both lllinois and W ins-
consin.  You ask. "Do they all live there?” | answer by
asking: "Do you suppose that there is coercion? Is the
internal government of the SPirit Land more arbitrary,
more despotic than this? Will you not there be more,
instead of less, generous and kind to all forms of faith:
Will the good Father and Mother send policemen or mis-
sionaries armed with rods and whips, to drive men who do
not beiive the exact letter, No, no! Human nature
continues the same. Therefore Roman Catholic asso-
ciations in the next sphere are just as inevitable and
natural as anywhere on the face of the earth.”

In contrast with the foregoing is the following de-
scription of a Mahometan Association, and, seem-
ingly their religion is taken more lightly or has a
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more cheerful aspect. Their temple, which is called
“ Coniiilium,” is situated on a mountain named
| Starnos.” It is said to be “wonderfully beautiful,"
but not designed to shelter people from tempests or
storms, as we design them on earth, there being no
occasion to prepare for the changing seasons. Though
there are various temperatures in the Spirit land,
there are no climatic changes such as pertain to our
material plane, which is only an atomic contributor
to it, and is described as. follows:—

“It seems, to- look at it, like a building made of trees,
flowering shrubs, and countless vines. To the clairvoyant
eye it Is full of indescribable, beautiful colours.” It
seems to be composed of flowers that cast lays of light
and shadows like precious stones, and | wonder not that
John, when standing on the Isle of I’atnios, and gazing
mto the u?]per sphere, seeing this marvellous pavilion,
called it the New Jeiusalem; such gorgeous beauty,

resplendent with what seemed to be precious stones, is
not often painted upon the upturned eyes of the clair-

voyant.  rlowing along this side of that beautiful
pavilion is a river called ‘Apotravella.’ They sing to
its tides. There is in that Brotherhood a piece of

music written to the life of the Apotravella, and there
are times when the vast multi-arched Coniiilium throbs
like a harp, responsive to the historical musical reve-
lation of that beautiful celestial stream.

“‘Ali-.Xiueka' is the name of the Turk who is chief
in that temple—still a follower and a believer in Ma-
homet.  One would suppose that by this time he had out-
giown his creed, but he has not. He often sees and
adores the gifted man who represented Mecca. The
dwellers in this temple still believe that the populations
of other portions of the Summer-land will yet take
great interest in Mahomet, the prophet of God.

“Thus, heathenism (as men call it) continues after
death, and missionary workers and even Spiritualistic
meetings, will bo necessary in the Upper-land, because
human nature is not supernatural, but continues to ne
human—outgrowing its errors either slowly or rapidly,
in keeping with motives and temperaments; some immedi-
ately improving and progressing in free truths; others
remaining unimpressible and conservative for very long
ages.

"Martillos is the young blight wife of Ali-Nineka. Mar-
tillos, who has lived centuries in that world, is 'Morning
Devotion,” which is the significance of her name. She
is filled with the spirit of the Master Mind, from whom
they get their musical education. The doctrine of
polygamy, which is so popular in Turkey and throughout
Mahommedan countries, is not practised here in this
Brotherhood. This beautiful girl seems to have been the
saviour of Ali-Nineka: they constitute the central objects
of talent and beauty, and are the host and hostess of
this vast pavilion.”

To those who regard all matters connected with
the after life as supernatural, these revelations
will appear too material in their aspect, but the phil-
osophic thinkers begin to realise that supernatura-
lism is a misnomer, and with the light of the past half
century. to substitute supermundane- as more ap-
prop