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EDITORIAL NOTES.

One of the subjects discussed at the Church Con-
ference recently held in Melbourne was the desirability
of forming a National Church of Australia, the first step
suggested being the amalgamation of the leading denom-
inations outside the Roman Catholic faith. Union is,
of course, strength, but the promoters entirely fail to
realise that it is the great indifference of the multitude
to evangelical teachings that has to be grappled «ith,
and that no union of Churches, as at present formulated,
would alter the position. A fatal blow was given to
ceremonial religion at the time of the Reformation, when
people were allowed for the first time to read their
Bibles and form their own opinions on the perplexed
questions of creeds and ecclesiasticism generally. The
result, as all the world knows, is so far the thorough dis-
integration of religious belief outside, the Roman Catholic
Church, and the many hundreds of different sects that
have sprung up on every side The whole movement
since the Reformation has been towards perfect freedom
of conscience and a revolt against a credal Christianity
that is certainly doomed to give place to that religion
within Nature that our fori most thinkers are placing
before the world—a Religion of Love and Service as
taught and exemplified by that greatest Teacher of all.
Jesus of Nazareth.

A few years ago, when in friendly conveisation with
a leading statesman of New South Wales concerning my
belief in the next life, he asked me if | really believed
there was any future. This gentleman was a member of
the Anglican Church, and at that time in the highest
position that the State can bestow on its citizens.  “ It
is with myself, ' I replied, ““not a question of belief, but
actual knowledge, and my one desire is to help as many
as | can to realise that the next life is not only a natural
but a necessary sequence to this one. | am as certain
of the Life Beyond as I am that in walking out of that
door I shall enter another room, and I can tell you that
it is much more like this life than is generally imagined.
A life in which we take our place exactly as we have
developed our spiritual natures here and according to
how much of the real Love spirit we have attained ”
In answer to his question, “ Do not the churches see to
all this?" 1 had to reply’ that the result of their teaching
showed there was something lacking. ““Out of a hun-
dred voting men of your acquaintance,” | said, ““canyon
point to one. or more than one, that takes any real in-
terest in religion | He had to confess that he could
not. “ Well,” | said, “ it is to bring back the world to
a knowledge of what life really’ means, to demonstrate to
our fellows the continuity’ of life, the awful reckoning
that awaits those who fritter it away in selfish ends and
aims that Spiritualists, in the face of much scorn and
derision, have put the facts of psychic phenomena before
the world.”

And these mean so much. “ Look at Myers,” 1 said,
““one of our leading writers and scientists, who had per-

force and in great sadness to give up )
Christian creeds as formulated in tie iu Uecau*ethe
of which his father was a leading clergyman, because the

evidence to be found in the Gospels was ®Turret
establish such marvels as were told { ieie . Transfigura-
tion oPEﬁrlst, the Hea?lng of the Sick, the HansIl ma

ion and so on  Of a naturally rei igious, u  unkeiief’
e went through ali %he gamL}{[ of belief and unheu
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search was then possible, and aftei thii y ,”eal’
paralleled work,” he says “‘that the fresh

while raising that great historic incident o e

rection into new credibility—has also fillo me wi !
sense of insight and of thankfulness such as even my
first ardent Christianity did not bestow. One may
have listened perhaps,” he says, ““to the echoing pomp
of some “Ecumenical Council thundering its amna ions
from an Infallible Chair; and yet one may find a more
Christlike sanctity in the fragmentary whisper of one
true soul bringing strength and hope to kindred souls
still prisoned in the flesh.”

Before there can be a National Church worthy of tie
name the creeds will have to go.  As people grow moie
and more in touch with spiritual things it is found that
when the enfranchised soul passes the frontier nothing
is known of earthlv faiths or tenets. If these liberated
souls express for a' time their new convictions in their
accustomed formulae, this soon passes away in the deep
assurance of endless and evergrowing Love. Love is the
all embracing Power and Force of the Universe. One
of the most important truths that waits for wide, nay
universal, acceptation is the power of Prayer.  So great
is its potency’ that it is only by’ prayer that we can
attain spiritual life. An entirely new idea of prayer has
to be disseminated. Now what is really a natural im-
pulse of the human heart is put aside as savouring of
cant, so greatly has ecclesiasticism robbed it of all vitality.
There is no need of set forms or places—you can pray in
the crowded streets as well as by the seaside. It is
merely' a putting forth of one’s spirit towards that
universal spirit which is the Source of all Light and
Strength, but we must put out our hand, as it were, to
be taken hold of, or the help cannot come.

It is in d monstrating the power of Thought whether
exemplified in the power of communication between souls
still in the flesh or with those in the Great Beyond and
the power of allying ourselves to spiritual forces by
prayer, that the great work of Spiritualism in the future
lies. To stop short at the séance room is to remain in
the basement.  We must build upon that sure foundation
of spirit communication and psychic power a religion of
the future that will be worthy of the name.  What shape
it will take yet remains to be seen. Some spiritualists
cling to the idea of a church, and it is well for all to
follow what seems best to their particular needs, but of
one thing we may be assured, that “ Sacerdotalism must
disappear.” \\ith Myers and all our great leaders, I
believe that “ no body of men will any longer persuade
mankind of their exclusive right to promulgate or to
interpret that catholic truth which is bestowed impar-
tially on all. Is it possible to give readers of the
Harbinyer any better wish for the New Year that
“silent walks beside us,” than that we may all be
strengthened to do our utmost in its fleeting months-to
help to bring about the glorious state of mental and
spiritual freedom of which Spiritualism is the herald and
prophecy. And in conclusion | would say let us “ Be
c ireful for nothing, but by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let our requests be made known unto God.”

to »l..t peyebM &=
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REV. R. HEBER NEWTON, D D., of New York-
Broad Churchman and Psychic Researcher.

By Mrs. Charles Bright

In view of the recent Church Congress held in Mel-
bourne there could not be a more striking object-lesson
for the clergy and laity assembled there than that of
Rev. Dr. Heber Newton, of New York, “one of the
ablest thinkers among the Broad Churchmen of the
American Episcopal denomination," as a Boston inter-
viewer recently described him. He is not only this in
the estimation of his contemporaries, but he is also one
of the staunchest believers and exponents of a spiritual
philosophy as represented by writers like F. W. H. Myers,
Dr. Minot J. Savage, Dr. Hodgson, Lilian Whiting,
Ella Wheeler Wilcox and
others whose clear vision
has pierced the veil be-
tween the Seen and Un-
seen of mortal life So
broad and sympathetic
are Dr. Newton's views in
relation to every forward
movement that it is a
marvel that he can keep
within the fences of any
established Church. He
is a living example of how
a gifted preacher can lead
his congregation ; and
while voicing all the in-
rushing truths concerning
the soul and its possibili-
ties, and the interblend-
ing of the spiritual and
mundane spheres, be ac-
counted the best as well
as the most popular
preacher in New York.
Buthe sees clearly enough
that creeds as at present
constituted must pass
away. “ Sooner or later,"
he says in a public address
before the New York
State Conference of Re-
ligion last May, “ the time
must come in the soul-
world when the folly of
fence-building must be
seen, when the waste of
it must befelt; and fences
shall fall into decay that
our fields may yield a wider harvest. Sooner or later,
the day must dawn when the enthusiasm which has
spent itself on the staking out of the claims of rival re-
ligions, and on the armed watch over them, shall turn
into the sane and spiritual labor of a co-operative
commonwealth of souls.” After speaking of the various
divisions, he says: “We may not naively ask as the
child asked its mother—“Is God a Presbyterian?’ We
may not picture God after the fashion of certain
mediaeval artists as a divine pope, but we all come peril-
ously close to such a childish conception.”

Dr. Newton’s Spiritual Outlook,

It is evident from what can be gathered at this dis-
tance that Dr. Heber Newton has been carried along the
wave of inquiry into psychic matters set going by the
investigations of men like the late Dr. Hodgson, Pro-
fessor Hyslop in the United States, and their scientific
confreres F W. H. Myers, Professor Barrett and others
in England. For it is within the last decade that his
name has become familiar to spiritualists in Australia by
his frequent public avowals in the American press of the
established fact of spirit communication and its latent
possibilities in the spiritual development, of the race.
His life history is a remarkable one. Born in Phila-
delphia on October 31, 1840, he is, although rapidly
approaching three score years and ten, still in the very
prime of his life both mentally and spiritually. After
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his collegiate course he became assistant to his father,
then rector of St. Paul’s and later of the Church of the
Epiphany, Philadelphia, and it is possibly due to heredity
that his broad views have not carried him over the
“fence ” he speaks of in that New York address, and
that church ceremonies and ritual retain a certain hold
on him. At the age of 23 he was called to take charge
of Trinity Church, Sharon Springs, and soon attained the
first rank among the scholarly young men engaged in
the ministry of the Episcopal Church. This was shown
by an urgent call to become rector of the Anthon Mem-
orial Church, afterwards re-christened All Souls’, New
York, now one of the most important in the United
States.

Here in a pastorate covering close on forty years, he
is still at work. ““Not only has a large parish been
built up,” we are told by a Boston interviewer, “ but his
influence has long since
extended far beyond the
limit of his parish and his
denomination. He has
stood in a real way for
progress and intellectual
freedom.” There isnota
progressive social move-
ment of the last fifty
years in which he has not
taken a prominent part.
In his valuable book on
“ Womanhood *’he pleads
eloquently for wider and
more equal opportunities
for women. “ Multitudes
of women,” he says, ““are
obiiged toprovidefortheir
own support- poor girls
before marriage, women
who nevermarry andhave
no relatives able to care
for them, wives whose
husbands cannot earn
enough to support their
families, widows left with
children to rear—a vast
h' st beyond the dream of
those who have not looked
into this subject.” Other
social subjects, including
“The Morals of Trade,”
are presented in his many
publications, but the one
that, touches our own
position most nearly is a
volume entitled “ The
Contributions of Modern
Heterodoxy to the Growth of Or hodoxy.” In it are
discusseil what he designates ““The Truths of Univer-
salism,” » The Truths of Unitarianism,” ““The Truths of
Swedenborgianism,” “ The Truths of Spiritulalism,” “ The
Truths of Christian Science,” which titles a one indicate
the breadth of his views. It is because Dr. Heber
Newton is one who proclaims from the house-tops the
Religion within Nature of which Modern Spiritualism is
the herald that itis a privilege to include him in the list
of those with whom liberal thinkers at the Antipodes
should be familiar. Spiritualism to the outer world
stands for much that is repulsive even to its most earnest
upholders. It is to preach the continuity of life, the
potent influence of the spirit world in each individual
soul that so many are giving their life-work.  To bring
hungering souls back to the religion of Christ and to
help them realise their dependence on the perennial life-
giving spiritual influx from the spheres, is the work of
men like Dr. Newton and all of us who recognise in
Spiritualism something more than its basic phenomenal
facts. ““To stand ready to serve in even the humblest
way, seeking no reward except such as comes from serv-
ing our fellows in the spirit of Love ; to rise above petty
annoyances and be calm ; to trust God amid the hardest
trials, and to find life sweet amid the deepest sorrows;
to have faith in the power of love to conquer enmity,
sin, and death””; this will, be the keynote of “The Next
Reformation,” outlined in another column.

D.D,
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What Dit. Newton says of Psychic Research.

Those who notice the trend of thought in psychical

things are convinced that the uplifting of Spiritualism
from its phenomenal base will be through the develop-
ment of the latent spiritual powers in the individual.
The first growth must come fro ju within. Telepathy be-
tween souls whether in or out of the body is to myself a
proved fact in my own life. This and many other per-
sonal experiences are only waiting a fit opportunity to
be put before my readers. About the work of the
Psychical Research Society Dr. Newton says : “ For the
first time in the history of man the borderland between
mental and physical science has been scientifically in-
vestigated. Whatever more may come, the
recognition of what is known as telepathy has been
established. If one mind can connect with
another mind without sensible means - if one mind can
convey its ideas to another mind and can picture in that
mind its images without any known media—then we
have a demonstration of the dominance of mind, of its
potency, of its almost omnipotency, which must give the
deathblow to the materialistic interpretation of human
nature. The philosophic issues of such a discovery are
overpowering. If one mind on earth,” he says,
“can thus communicate without physical media with
another mind, it is no difficult thing to believe that un-
seen intelligences can thus communicate with us. So
that whether Spiritualism be vindicated as the outcome
of psychical research, the central fact of Spiritualism is
at least made more conceivable and rational. More than
this has, however, been reached.” Dr. Newton says that
“ Some of the most indefatigable and the most sceptical
psychic researchers, Mr. Myers in England and Dr
Hodgson in America, besides others whom I could name,
have reached the conclusion that telepathy does not
cover all the facts of Spiritualism without straining the
hypothesis unendurably.”  After allowance for every
contingency of fraud these great scientists testify, he
goes on “to the reality of life beyond death and the
reality of intercommunication between the Seen and the
Unseen worlds.” In an article on “The Psychic Powers
of Jesus,” read before the ““International Metaphysical
League,” New York, of which Dr. Heber Newton is
President, the latent spiritual forces in humanity ar-
fully dealt with ““We are coming t> recognise the
fact,” Dr. Newton says, ““that a man can send forth from
his mystic personality a force which will seize upon
another man and constrain his obedience. Our
experiments in hypnotism are abundantly illustrating the
weird power of man. For the first time in history we
are gaining a cue to the puzzle of witchcraft.
There were no bargainings with the devil by decrepit
old women. There was no riding through the air by
shrivelled hags upon broomsticks. There was simply
the exercise of this power of will upon others. Again
the psychic power of Jesus finds a parallel in the psychic
power of man. The poweis of Jesus were the
natural powers of the true man -man evolved or grown
into the divine thought, the divine ideal. They are the
powers latent in all men, as they are the children of
God—the potentialities of every man as he is the son of
God.” In his summing up, Dr. Newton contends that
“there is no hostility between the New Thought and the
Old Faith in its innermost essentials.” A conclusion with
which most will agree. For real Spiritualism is the very
heart of Christianity.

Psychic Gifts and Spiritual Gifts.

It cannot be too frequently pointed out that there is
no necessary connection between these two, and Dr
Newton has a very decisive word to say on a subject,
which often perplexes investigators and believers alike
“There may be no more spirituality in these psychic
powers”—clairvoyance, clairaudience, what is generally
termed mediumship - “ than there is in heat or electricity.
All powers are in their last analysis spiritual forces In
this sense and in nothing more these psychic powers are
equally, with heat and light and electricity, spiritual
powers. They are the energies generated in the border
land between mind and matter.” But they may become
the servants of the true spiritual powers of men. They
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came thus naturally to Jesus because he was Jesus.
They will come naturally to us when in us there is the
same mind that there was in Christ Jesus. The only
safe way to gain these psychic powers lies in the growth
of the spirit. And he maintains that “ without this
personal spiritual development they do not necessarily
bring us nearer to God ; psychic gifts will not of them-
selves,” he says, ““make us holier, purer, more unselfish
men. In the hands of men not consecrated
unto the divine life they would become a curse and not
a blessing ” His exhortation in conclusion is “ Seek ye
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all
these things shall be added unto you.”

This text is indeed the underlying motive of that
splendid address of his, ““The Psychic Powers of Jesus.”
In this, especially, Dr. Newton wishes to show the
churches that this new light that is coming into the
world through psychic phenomena is not hostile to them,
but something ihat partakes of their own essential
nature, if they had but eyes to see and ears to hear.
For Christianity, as he shows, has its foundation in
spiritual phenomena, and the world is just beginning to
see that it is through that humble and derided gateway
that a real knowledge of spiritual things will be obtained.
Each of us who has gained this knowledge can say
besides :—

“ And so for me there is no sting to death
And so tlie grave has lost its wctorK ;
It is but crossing witli abated breat
And with set face a little strip of sea

To find the loved ones waiting on the shore
More beautiful, more precious than before.”

4
4

ANEW YEAR’S PRAYER.

By Ella Wheeler Wilcox.

Let this young year that silent walks beside me,
Be as a means of grace
To lead me up, no matter what betide me,
Nearer the Master s face.
If it need be that ere | reach the fountain
Where Living Waters play
My feet should bleed from sharp stones on the mountain,
Then cast them in my way.

If my vain soul needs blows and bitter losses
To shape it to Thy crown,

Then bruise’it, burn it, burden it with crosses,
With sorrows bear it down.

Do what Thou wilt to mould me to Thy pleasure
And if | should complain

Heap full of anguish yet another measure,
Until | smile at pain.

Send dangers, deaths ! but tell me how to dare them—
Enfold me in Thy care,

Send trials, tears | but give me strength to bear them,
This is a New Year's prayer.

“Consciousness and Matter: As Taught by the
Yogis,' is the title of a little volume, just received in
Melbourne, 1by an Indian,” published at 1/2 post free by
Mr. J. Wooderson, of 23, Oxford-street, W. (formerly
Nichols and Co.), which deals with states of consciousness
as separate from body and mind, and as teaching these
to act on spiritual lines. Light says, ““For the separation
of the conscious being from matter, we are told, three
things are required, which, though apparently simple,
are “ the essence of the occult philosophy of India, and
need a lifetime of study and practice. The definition of
I matter ' is given from an Indian point of view, and
includes much more than what we usually understand
by that word.”

Mr. J. J. Morse, editor of “Two Worlds,” sends
news of the arrival of Miss Florence Morse in Johan-
nesburg, and the successful opening there of her
year's engagement.
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OUR FOREIGN EXCHANGES.
The Late Don Felipe Senillosa

In The Harbinger of Light of the 1st April, 1892, |
reviewed the *“ Concordancia del Espiritismo con la
Ciencia,” which had just been published in Buenos
Aires, in two volumes, aggregating 720 pages, from the
pen of Don Felipe Senillosa, in which the learned writer
clearly and forcibly demonstrated the perfect agreement
of Spiritualism with the latest conclusions of science in
regard to ontology, biology, and psychology. | now
learn with sincere regret from the October number of
Luz y Union, published in Barcelona, that this gifted
man passed away in that city, in the 68th year of his
age, on the 6th of October last. Don Felipe Senillosa
belonged to that large class of highly educated and
otherwise distinguished men who swell the ranks of
European and South American Spiritualists.  Born in
Buenos Aires, where he inherited a patrimonial estate,
he filled many important offices, such as President of the
Commission of Immigration, Director of the Bank of
Sarmiento, a member of the Municipality of the Capital,
founder of the Argentine Agricultural Society, and the
originator likewise of the Spiritual Study School. He
was also one of the principal contributors to La
Nacion, of Buenos Aires, and the founder of the Political
Party known as the “ Democratic Liberal Association.”
He nevertheless found time to write the admirable work
spoken of above ; the second volume of which contains
a masterly exposition of the whole science of Spiritualism;
together with an impressive demonstration of the failure
of religious beliefs on the one hand, and an atheistic
Materialism on the other.  “ Spiritualism,” he wrote,
“studying the methods and the laws of communication
with spirits, has enabled us to bring the humanity of the
presentintoactual converse with the humanity of the past;
and these communications permit us to verify the words
of Jesus, and to know that, only by fulfilling his moral
law, can we be led towards God, and this is so clearly
manifest that man can no longer doubt it, nor draw
backward from his moral progress.”

Spiritualism in Paris.

Figaro, the great Paris ne« spaper, states that in that
city alone, Spiritualism numbers 100,000 adherents,
mostly belonging to the upper classes of society, and to
those who have distinguished themselves in art, litera-
ture, and the sciences. It adds, moreover, that “ the
number of believers in it, in the whole world, reaches a
total of not less than 20 000,000, among whom, it
observes, is an extraordinary proportion of the foremost
thinkers of the day.” If such has been the growth of
Spiritualism in little more than fifty years, what will
not be its rate of increase during the present century?

John Ruskin on Spiritualism.

The Daily Chronicle quotes a conversation which
Holman Hunt had with John Ruskin on the immortality
of the soul, which the latter had once denied. Reminded
of his former disbelief by the artist, the greatest prose
writer of his century replied, “Yes, I remember it very
well.  That which revived this belief in my mind was,
more than anything else, the undeniable proofs of it
offered by Spiritualism. 1 am not unacquainted with
the mass of fraud and follies which are mixed up with
this doctrine, but it contains sufficient truth to convince
me of the existence of a life independent of the body,
and it is this which | find so interesting in Spiritualism.”

Another Convert

Dr. Arthur Graf, Professor of Sciences in the
University of Turin, has publicly announced his con-
version to Spiritualism.  “ My faith,” he says, ““is very
simple, and capable of expression in half-a-dozen words :
I believe in the kingdom of the spirit” After much
meditation upon final causes, he states this to be his final
conclusion :—* In the beginning was the spirit, which is
intelligence, goodness, force and action.”

Spiritualism in Roumania
Roumania has now its spiritual organ, entitled
Conventicul, and three prominent members of the
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j medical faculty, Drs. Eliza Dolrescn, Istrati, and
Herselen are engaged in an energetic propaganda of the
principles of spiritualism—the lady as a public lecturer.

JS.

An International Circle—"“ Allan Kakdec.”

In the November number of La Revue Spirite promin-
ence is given to the foundation of the above circle, which
from December 1st was to open its doors from 9 am. to
noon and from 2 to 7 each afternoon to welcome visitors
and others who desired to become more familiar with
spiritualistic literature and phenomena.  Although
independent of Im Revue Spirite, its enthusiastic and
gifted editor, M. Leopold Denvil, has taken a prominent
part in the establishment of this Parisian centre. ““Each
day,” say the promoters, “ the number of adherents and
those who desire to know more of the truths of the new
philosophy increases, and these seek everywhere a place
where “ if they knock it shall be opened”  Paris has
more than 200 brilliant salons, as well as about 2,500
more modest households where seances are held, and still
more mysterious phenomena are appearing from day to
day. But these are closed to the outside world, and a
group of friends who have been meeting privately
decided to rent suitable premises, and offer to all-comers
on receipt of subscription the advantages offered in the
way of library, as well as reading, séance, and meeting
rooms. A highly distinguished list of officers is given,
with Col. Albert de Rochas, officer de la Légion
d’Honneur, M. Léon Denis, the brilliant lecturer and
author, and Madame Noeggrath, the doyenne of French
literary women, as patrons ; while the president is M.
Paul Mantin, Chevalier of the Légion d’Honneur. The
committee includes the name of M. P. Leymarie,
Director of the Revue Spirite, and other representative
Spiritualists. Besides the advantages mentioned, it is
proposed to study all psychic phenomena, and mediums,
whose number increases as the fear of the name spiritist
goes, will receive the welcome that is due to them, and
all necessary assistance and information during their stay
in Paris It was tesolved unanimously to name the
circle “ Allan Kardec,” whose foundation of the “Revue
Spirite,” 50 years ago, was just being celebrated.  The
Society takes Allen Kardec's saying, “ Spiritualism must
be scientific or it will not survive,” as its watchword, its
only demand from its subscribers being “ good will and
a good education.”  This Parisian movement is on the
lines advocated by many spiritualists in Australia, who
do not desire to put the new wine of spiritual truth into
old ecclesiastical bottles, but to form centres of infor-
mation where the latest literature may be found, and
circles for investigation, healing, or philosophic study, as
the case may be.

M. Flammarion and Dr A. Russel Wallace.

Before the Astronomical Society of France recently,
Camille Flammarion gave a brilliant address in refutation
of our great scientist, Alfred Russel Wallace’s, theory
that our little earth is the sole inhabited world in the
Universe  This has been regarded for the most part as
a sort of harmless hallucination of our great Spiritualist,
and Flammarion gave a very strong statement on the
other side. Taking the immensity of the Universe as
his theme, and illustrating his remarks by charts of the
sidereal heavens, Flammarion showed the incongruity
of Dr. Russel Wallace’'s theory very conclusively.
After speaking of the infinite variety of the immense
stellar spaces, he says, “ A drop of water contains a
million of beings, among whom the 215 families of
infusoria described under the microscope of the naturalist
Ehrenberg, are so various and enormously fertile that a
single specimen can produce sixteen millions of beings in
two weeks. A grain of dust from the streets of Paris
contains 130,000 bacteria,” and so on throughout all
nature, which positively teems with life.  In conclusion,
Flammarion says, “ And it is before this spectacle of
universal, prodigious, awe-inspiring life of our terrestrial
atom,” that “ they would deny the existence of life and
thought in the splendid spheres of the In‘inite! Itisto
deny the existence of the Sun, of Light! Let us
acknowledge rather that if our miserab'e globe is
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inhabited, it is because Nature could not do otherwise,
it is because life is a universal law.”

The Annals of Psychic Science.

Each number of this magazine seems better than the
last. Occult students generally will read with interest
in the November number an article by Annie Besant,
on “The HAtha-Yoga and RAga-Yoga of India.”
“There are two great systems of Yoga in India,” Mrs.
Besant says, the former of the two, in the title of her
paper, beginning on the physical plane, and the latter
being an entirely mental system which does not begin
with physical practices, but with mental practices, and
in a long article she gives experience and rulesfi >rpractice,
which «ill be found useful and interesting to occultists
generally. ““A Retrospect and a Forecast of the Society
for Psychical Research,” is a valuable criticism by
J. Arthur Hall, who thinks a crisis has occurred in the
history of this Society, which has no workers of note
since F. W. H. Myers and Dr. Hodgson put life into its
proceedings. ““Experiments in Suggestion,” by ““Pax,”
is a most interesting study for that increasing class of
inquirers who desire to obtain knowledge of the soul’s
power and possibilities.  This magazine, now published
iu English, is one that should be in the hands of those
Spiritualists who desire to study unseen forces in a
rational and unbiassed maener. ~ As will be seen in our
advertising columns, it is easily obtainable in Australia

MR. CHARLES DAWBARN.

If there is one thing more than another which
spiritualists should bear in mind it is this—that, we
do not know what is going on “behind the scenes,”
and that there is almost everything to learn about
that great invisible world lying beyond the ken of
our mortal senses.  Clairvoyants and clair-audi-
ents may occasionally see and hear some of these “In-
visible neighbours,” but have no explanation of the
untruthful and fantastic messages often given
through them. To get one’s own development, to
be able to apprehend spiritual things, is the only
safe road for investigators, and, therefore, although
a “spiritualist of the spiritualists,” one whose life
and work is consciously guided, I would enjoin the
duty of welcoming every inquiry concerning these
occult subjects.

In the course of a most delightful correspondence
with that veteran worker, and most able writer,
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Charles Dawbarn, | have pointed out how in conjunc-
tion with vigilant inquiry our great “affirmations”
concerning the spirit world should take prominent,
place, and in a letter received by last mail he makes
some valuable comments thereon. In a communica-
tion that is chiefly personal, it is only possible
to extract what relates to his own position, and this
I have great pleasure in prefixing to his excellent
article on "Theosophy and Mediumship,” to show
the other side of “Fog Land,” which has perplexed so.
many “Harbinger” readers.

San Leandro, Cal., U.S.A., October 27th, 1906.

My dear Mrs.. Bright,—Since. I posted my last to.
you, yours of September 24 has come, and was most
welcome. | had missed the number of “Annals of
Psychical Science,” to which you refer me, and have
had some trouble to look it up. It is a most inter-
esting number all through.  And the Smead case
especiallv so. 1 have long realised the difficulty of
intercourse with advanced spirits. In fact, that led
me to propound “Fog Land” as a reasonable explan-
ation of the uncertainties, absurdities and contradic-
tions in communications from reliable spirits. Like
yourself, 1 have found private intercourse by far the
most reliable. But amid it all there come all the
“fog land” experiences every now and then to keep
you humble. In fact, after 30 years' of experience, |
declare there are neither open doors, nor gates ajar
between the worlds, but just key-hole peeps and un-
certain sounds. Enough to establish immortality as
a fact, and almost nothing more as reliable. The ele-
mentaries of theosophy, the subliminais of Psychic
Science, the earthbound spirits of Spiritualism,“’and
our own thought created entities are dangers and
sorrows in our ‘road to truth. | also believe that our
invisible neighbours—beings who. seem to ape man
and inhabit the spirits of our homes—are creators of
much of our vaunted phenomena. From time to time |
have run against fearful dangers, and barely escaped
obsession, so | know of what' I am writing. Neverthe-
less, without real “spirit return,” my life would be
dismal and blank. The Smead case is but another
illustration of the untruthful results that spiritualists
for the most, part ignore, when they once feel assured
that neither medium nor sitter is producing the
phenomena. 1 am not making much headway with
the article I would like to write. The subject be-
comes more gigantic the more | think about it. So |
grow discouraged at my own lack of grasp. Perhaps
I will find myself in better condition presently. Gene-
rally my articles have come with a rush, so I live in
hopes. But. I am getting along in life, and must not
expect more. | am in my 74th year. | lost my wife
more than 30 years ago, and hope presently to meet
her again.”

THEOSOPHY AND MEDIUMSHIP.
(By Charles Dawbarn.)

Phenomena have always been the strength and the
weakness of Modern Spiritualism. Phenomena and
mediumship have seemed inseparable to the spiritu-
alist. Mediumship means the use of a mortal organ-
ism by a spirit, and is, of course, the very essence of
Modern Spiritualism and Spirit-Return.

So much would seem to be without dispute were
it not that the Theosophical Society proclaims and
teaches that mediumship is a deadly foe of mortal
man. That society also asserts that its members have
all the advantages of spirit-return without the risks
and dangers of mediumship. The present writer has
never seen that Theosophical claim discussed and re-
futed by the see'rs and prophets of Modern Spiritu-
alism. so he will venture, as a humble lay brother,
among believers in spirit-return, to examine the
Theosophical claim, and ascertain its truthful value.

I commence by asserting that Theosophy was
founded, and :to-day rests upon mediumship. Since
Mdm. Blavatsky (H.P.B.), and Colonel Henry S.
Olcott were the most important factors of the society

at least, on its mortal side—we are at the fountain
h“ad when we. turn to the deeply interesting “Old
Diary Leaves,” published by the Colonel, and which
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mconstitute a biography of the movement, at least in
its earlier stages.

We notice that it was the phenomena through
H.P.B which attracted and convinced the worthy
Colonel, and thrilled the friends who gathered round
her. Her philosophical teachings we will examine
and discuss presently.

The Colonel's readers will all be impressed with his
truthfulness and sincerity, and can hardly help 'realis-
ing that H.P.B. was a wonderful psychic. | say
“psychic” because the Colonel is specially anxious
that we shall not count her as a medium. He claims
that hex' phenomena were evolved by hei' own will
power, whereas the pool'’ medium is an instrument
merely played upon by a stranger will than his own’.

It so happens, as the Colonel tells us, that- the
phenomena produced through the celebrated English
medium, Rev. Stainton Moses, known as M.A. Oxon.,
were, in many respects, almost identical with that of
H.P.B. They had, we are told, a curious resemblance.
Here are some of the mutual phases. Each produced
perfume, “eitherl in liquid form, or as scent-laden
breeze.” To each alike fell small showers of gems,
etc., “apports,” as they are now called.  Also each
was accompanied by the now well known “fairy
bells” hea'rd repatedly in the open air, as well as in
the seance room. Both gave to. the world the teach-
ings of their unseen inspirers, and both alike were
unselfishly devoted to their unseen friends, though
H.P.B. called hers “adepts,” which included some
still in earth life, while Mr. Moses believed his in-
visible inspirers all to be the spirits of once mortal
men. Bu't our worthy Colonel is ever ready to em-
phasise the vast difference, since, he declares.,
H.P.B. produced her phenomena at her own sweet
will, while M. A. Oxon was a mere instrument played
upon by stronger wills than his own. This is a dis-
tinction of such radical importance that it demands
most careful analysis, since therein is asserted the
great superiority of Theosophy ovex' Spiritualism.

Accepting the “Diary Leaves” as strictly veridical,
the phenomena, through H.P.B. were, at times, as-
tounding. She could, apparently, will in'to existence
anything, from tobacco to diamonds ; lengthen Ixaii’;
precipitate letters and pictures; suddenly create
grapes; restore an ink-spoiled dress; and evexx compel
a downpour of rain to. leave her untouched. These,
and a myriad other exhibitions of such powers, are
recorded in the Gospel of Theosophy called “Old
Diary Leaves.” And if she did not actually do it
she could make you believe she did. The trick is
called Maya. Both Stainton Moses and H.P.B. were
inspired writers, but | fail to find the one more in-
dividual than the. other. M. A. Oxon had various
invisibles writing automatically through his hand
whole volumes of spirit teachings. He gave those he
recognised certain names, such as Imperator, Mentor,
Magus, etc., and necessarily they are held responsible
for what was written.

It was precisely the same with H.P.B., whose in-
visible writers had each his own name, his own style,
his own handwriting, and, apparently, his own
special knowledge of the subject. Yet, for some, rea-
son, these writers are not held responsible by the
Colonel. Some, he says, are still in the body, but
he calls them all “adepts,” and claims they a're there-
fore superior to the mere spirit, controls of Stainton
Moses. It seems to the writer a distinction without-
a difference.

The Colonel, when present, could always tell which
mof these mentalities was then in control of H.P.B.
And here | must make a strong inference, founded oix
scientific facts. The Colonel says, ar insinuates, tha't
the controls of mediums, when not the sub-conscious
self, are “elementaries,” and, therefore, inferior to
the “adepts” working through Madam Blavatsky. It
is an acknowledged fact that all communication be-
tween intelligences must be by “vibrations,” and fox-
the time being the receiver and the transmitter must
be oix the same level. Now can we, as sane investi-
gators, imagine the tobacco-soaked organisms of
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H.P.B., and the Colonel, as used by a higher class
of intelligences than those using the organism of the
refined and gentlemanly M. A. Oxon? And if either'
be claimed as elementaries, which is more likely to
attract the lowei' class of intelligences? Most certain-
ly the Colonel is himself answering the question
when he repeatedly tells us of the gross abuse of
friends, the foul language, and the un'truthfulness
of Madam Blavatsky. On some occasions, the Colonel
tells us, (p. 136), “she would shout there were no
Mahatmas, no psychical powers, and she had de-
ceived us from first to last.” Again we ask, which
was likely to be the elementary at that time—the
Adept, shouting through H.P.B., ox- the wise, digni-
fied, and truthful Imperator, talking and writing
through Stainton Moses? The spiritualist attributes
such material phenomena as that of the Madam to
earthbound spirits. But in any case, why should
the one be called the work of “elementaries,” and the
other the wondrous power of an Adept? Of course
the learned Colonel will tell us that Madam B. was
subject to influences that were not Adepts, but if
so, he faces the same problem as the spiritualist
when his medium, long proved genuine, is caught
in carefully prepared fraud. Controls, both of
Madam B. and Spiritual mediums seem to resemble
those of the little girl who, “when she was good
was very good, and when she was bad she was
horrid.”

So with all due deference to the Colonel, and full
acknowledgment of the remarkable psychical powers
of Madam Blavatsky, we cannot discern the differ-
ence which makes him belittle Andrew Jackson Davis
as “clairvoyantly drunk,” and place the mediumship
of the noble Stainton Moses, or Hudson Tuttle, and
a myriad others of our self-sacrificing workers, on a
lower level than that of the mixed influences which
dominated the Madam.

The present writer is fax- too much in sympathy
with most of the philosophical teachings of theosophy
to offei’ any criticism, further than to point out
that so far as theosophy is a religion, it, like every
other religion, has been subject to. a law of growth
which seems to compel a commingling of flesh and
spirit. The Mahatma guides, when starting their
religion in New York, and dictating “Isis Unveiled,”
were ignorant of the doctrine of “Reincarnation.”
They did not discover- it till the founders had reached
India, where it had been the essence of religious
belief back to the very remote past. But all the:
same, if they have now given the world something
better than the previous inspiration, | congratulate
them with my whole heart.

I make no complaint of the alleged “plagiarism”
in “Isis Unveiled,” which I can understand in the
light of a personal experience. On one occasion | saw
clairvoyantly a printed page, which 1 read with
deep interest. To my great dissatisfaction | have
never been able to recall a single expression or idea.
In the light of present teachings, | believe my other
self has it in celestial Safe Deposit, and is retaining
the key for future use. Now suppose in this, or some
other article, 1 write that page down under inspira-
tion from that sub, ox- supraliminal self, am | guilty
of plagiarism? | trow not. The fact might be
proved, but I should plead “not guilty,” and cheer-
fully stand trial before a jury of first-class controls,
whether Mahatmas, or Archangels. So | don’t ask
where Madam got her raw material, or manufac-
tured thought, but I do ask, Is it true? And |
carry the same question forward to her teaching
of “reincarnation.”

Personally, 1 would believe “reincarnation” a natu-
ral truth—a law of nature-—if I could (though I
don’t like it), for it does attack and solve various
problems of palpable divine or natural injustice (ox-
non-justice) in oux- present life.  But | cannot, in
my present state of mental weakness, accept mes-
meric healings by the Colonel, or the undoubted
appearance of “apports,” through the Madam, (as
logical proof of “reincarnation.”  The believei’ will
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say, what of the. Mahatmas and their teachings! |
can only reply, | have talked more or less for 30
years with spirits whose teachings have sometimes
been sublime, and then, as with Madam B., at other
times, have savoured of the unclean. My higher class
of visitors have never taught, but positively denied,
“reincarnation.” Perhaps if 1 went to India it might
appear in a burst of hypnotic glory. But there seems
a chance, according to Colonel Olcott, that elemen-
taries may be taking a hand in the game of control
over there, and playing a winning card, whether “re-
incarnation” be attacked or defended. @ And most
certainly, without their aid, there will be no “ap-
ports”—no candy, grapes or tobacco to tickle the
mortal appetite.

When 1 look back through the recorded his'to'ry of
India, with its very foundation resting upon “re-
incarnation,” 1 see its effect upon manhood, and I
confess | shudder. | sec a man—and millions of such
men—a kind husband, an affectionate father, and
a successful man of business, suddenly forsaking
every responsibility to wife, family and country, and
deliberately crawling into a hole to think for the
rest of his miserable life. And all this is because he
believes in “reincarnation,” and is devoting himself
to getting ready for his next visit to earth.

With belief in “reincarnation” comes its twin sis-
ter, Karma, and to some of us even less fascinating.
If it be that the misery, the sorrow', the suffering
everywhere around us be the effect of bad habits
and conduct in previous lives, why should we work
night and day to help the needy to a higher level?
Every charitable act may help- our own “Karma,”
but how is it to help the sufferer we aid? So the
Hindu, in his hole, and his dirt, sacrifices everything
and every responsibility in life for hi-» own “karma”
sake. He will let his family and his country go on
living in their present hell of debased manhood be-
cause lie believes such is the “karma” demanded as
a consequence of their past lives, although every de-
tail of that life is absolutely forgotten.

I make no comparison between one religion and
another. 1 have no idea that the Colonel is trying
to build up a philosophy without soap in it. On the
contrary, his devo'tion to his Mahatma belief as in-
culcating “Universal brotherhood” wins my warmest
admiration.  But the occult side to his philosophy
which is to be taught only to a favoured class of his
followers is a very different affair. If its result is to-
manufacture and hide cups and saucers, duplicate
rings and mirrors, change names on handkerchiefs,
and precipitate letters, it looks to me like “elemen-
tary” mediumship, which must wait for another

Madam  Blavatsky to outshine other low
class mediums  in that line. But if
such  phenomena is to be  merely used
as an end to Hindu belief and astonishment, like

the miracles of old, we will not criticise it unless
when it loudly proclaims its superiority to the medi-
umship of a Stainton Moses, an Andrew Jackson
Davis, a Hudson Tuttle, and their equally noble
juniors, whose lives have adorned Modern Spiritu-
alism.

San Leandro, Cal.

THE CHURCH OF SPIRITUAL SEERS, SYDNEY.

From the Corresponding Hon. Sec., Mr. T. Down,
we have an interesting report of the last month's doings,
the services being carried on with life and energy
Mr. and Mrs. Wéekes have given much appreciated ad-
dressee, also Mrs Caville, of New Zealand, who with
her husband were on a visit to Sydney = The meetings
were made attractive by good music, including a violin
and pianoforte duet by Master and Miss Pearson on
December 2. An address in verse by Mr T. Down,
given psychographically through this gentleman, was
also much appreciated.

“ And who is he that will harm you, if you be followers
of that which is good.”—/ Pet. 3: 13.
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BRISBANE ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS

At a Conversazione held by the above Association on
Saturday, November 24, the President, Mr. McKeown,
presented Mrs. Alleyen with a dressing case on behalf of
the members on her leaving for Melbourne after a most
successful season. The Hon. Sec., Mr. Ford, writes that
this was a token of the regard and esteem in which that
lady is held by all the members. Mrs. Alleyen arrived
at a very opportune time in Brisbane. A fresh impetus
has been given to the cause of Spiritualism, and they
are looking forward eagerly to her promised return early
next year, when she will be very warmly welcomed.

CHRISTCHURCH SPIRITUALISTIC ASSOCIATION.

From the above Society comes a most encouraging
report showing that the great interest in Psychic
matters is wide-spread and growing. At the Annual
Meeting it was stated that the last year had been the
most successful in the history of the Association, the
income being double that of any previous year. The
platform had been occupied by Mrs. Loie F. Prior, Mr.
H. E. Howes, Mrs Praed, and the President. On
October 31 a Farewell Social was tendered to Mrs.
Praed, and as a mark of appreciation and esteem and
the valuable services she had rendered the cause, a gold
star brooch studded with pearls was presented to that
lady. On November 4 W. J. Colville commenced a
course of lectures. The Sunday night lectures were
crowded, and the course proved very successful and
helpful. Mrs. Hughes, from Melbourne is the present
speaker, and attracted large audiences. The following
are the officers and committee for the ensuing year .—
President, Mr. J H. Fabling; Vice President, Mr. F.
A. Moody ; Treasurer, Mr. R. Emerson ; Hon. Sec., Mr.
W Simpson ; Assistant Secretary and Librarian, Mrs.
J. Proctor ; Doorkeeper, Mr. A. Emerson ; Committee,
Messrs. Mills, Hayton, Jager, Owen and Combes ;
Ladies Committee, Mesdames Davies, Thomas, Mills,
Jager, and Miss Dunnage.

As the Christmas holidays necessitate an early setting
up of the January issue, reports of other Societies had
not been received when closing, and will appear in a
later issue.

* *THE SHRINE OF DESIRE”

Some months ago a paper was put into my hands—*“ A
Note to Haeckel”—by Rupert Atkinson, which showed
how a young thinker could evolve for himself a belief in
immortality after grappling with all that Haeckel could
predicate to the contrary. It was, therefore, a pleasant
surprise to receive this little volume of poems, “ The
Shrine of Desire,” by the same author, and I would heartily
recommend it to readers.  In an interesting preface the
author tells of his escape from Materialism.  One sen-
tence, ““for us to be conscious we have to perceive
that we perceive,” reminds one of Schiller’s famous lines,
“The potter is justified when the pots complain,” and is
as it were the text of his own conclusions.  There are
three sonnets headed by that familiar quotation from
Haeckel, ““The belief in the immortality of the human
soul is a dogma which is in hopeless contradiction with
the most solid empirical truths of modern science.”
Space forbids a lengthy quotation, but the last verse of
these sonnets tells its own tale with thrilling earnest-

ness :—
“ Nax, that I live, I live, who have endured
s long as my remembrance can recede,
That I live now, tells me that | am secured
Against destruction. Though my body bleed
And lapse into corruption | shall strive
With God’s unthinking might.......... | shall survive.”

The booklet is got up in most attractive form, and
should be acceptable as a New Year's gift to those who
study the perennial problems of Life and Immortality.

* “ The Shrine of Desire.”

Poems by E. J. Rupert Atkinson.
Melbourne.

Melville and Mullen.  1906.

““For as he thinketb in his heart so is he.”—Prov. 23:7.
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The Annual Convention of Tlie National Spiritualists'
Association of the United States of America was held at
the headquarters, AVashington, D.C., in October last, and
The Progressive Thinker (Chicago), devotes a large por-
tion of its space to the reports of the President, Secretary,
Editor-at-Large and Committees.  The report of the
President, Mr. Harrison D Barrett, is a very compre-
hensive one, and contains some wise suggestions for the
elevation and strengthening of the movement. There is
a considerable falling off in the number of societies
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affiliated with the National body, partly due to the dis !

integration of many of the weaker ones, and more so to
others having merged themselves in the various state
societies who are affiliated with the National one.  The
tone of the Presidents report is decidedly optimistic.
He points to the improved status of Spiritualism not
only in America, but in every quarter of the globe, and
says that “the secular press has teemed with articles
bearing upon some special feature of its teachings,
couched in the most respectful language, clearly showing
that the writers knew whereof they spoke, and had a
wholesome respect for the opinions of Spiritualists them-
selves.”  This is doubtless in a measure due to the
‘“ Editor-at-Large ” of the Association, Mr. Hudson
Tuttle, whose duty it is to notice articles and corres-
pondence in the secular press and reply to any that are
of sufficient importance. This he has done with con-
siderable effect for some years past, his able articles
rarely failing to find a place in the leading journals.
The President also remarks that these articles dealt with
the scientific, philosophical and religious aspects of the
subject, and refers approvingly to the new American
Society for Psychic Research founded by Professor
Hyslop. The only serious blot on the movement was
the engagement by the lowa State Society of two per-
sons who had been proved to be fraudulent mediums.
The National Association investigated the matter, and
being fully convinced that the State Society was aware
of the soiled reputation of the individuals, it was deemed
necessary to cancel the charter and authorise a reputable
agent to form a new society, which was accordingly done.

Referring to the decadence of local societies, the
President appeals to the delegates to seriously consider
tire causes and find means to overcome them, The fol-
lowing were suggested as possible causes, viz. :—The em-
ployment of speakers whose educational and inspirational
qualifications are not up to the demand of the times.
The engagement of mediums whose psychic powers are
either not properly unfolded, or whose work is open to
question ; also the possible harm that may eventuate
from the presentation of both phenomena and philosophy,
or religion, at the same service. Besides these there
were local bickerings and jealousies, failure to employ
settled speakers, selection of unsuitable officers, and em-
ployment of sensational speakers and mediums for
financial gain, to be reckoned with There is little
doubt but that the foregoing cover nearly all the ground ;
they are unwise and out of accord with the religion of
Spiritualism.

The President eulogises the value of cheap and good
spiritualistic literature as a means of education, and
urges the establishment of a publishing house to facilitate
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this object. He appeals to the delegates to uphold the
character of Spiritualism and denounce fraud wherever
it may appear, and in conclusion says .—" Despite the
fact that some dark clouds hang low over the skies of
Spiritualism, despite the mutterings and rumblings of
the elements threatening seeming storms, | do not view
the outlook for Spiritualism as at all doubtful, nor in
the least insecure. I am hopeful, even optimistic, as
to the outcome of our efforts. Defeat may seem
immanent at times; fraud and rascality may forge to
the front and hold sway for a time, selfishness may con-
trol many of our people for a time, but over all, around
all, and beneath all, is the benign influence of their
illuminated minds in the spirit spheres, who are striving
for the highest, and are endeavouring to impress
susceptible minds on earth to keep pace with them, to
aid them in their work, and place Spiritualism where it
deserves to be—in the lead of all educational, religious,
and reformatory movements on earth ; nor are there signs
wanting that such is the fact, even now.” We heartily
endorse Mr. Barrett's optimistic conclusions.  The
position of Spiritualism is strong, it is based upon
demonstrable facts, it is rational and soul-satisfying.
Its ethics are unsurpassed by that of any other religion;
it is eclectic, recognising and accepting any good thing
in other religions, and has no dogmas. The prejudice
against it is largely due to ignorance of what it really is,
and this prejudice is steadily diminishing. The fraud
difficulty which has beset our American friends for some
time past is fortunately at a minimum in Australia, but
we have to contend with some of the other evils which
President Barrett enumerates, and all those who have
the advancement of Spiritualism at heart should do their
best individually and collectively to keep its standard
free from blemish.  This more than anything else will
pave the way for greater progress.

W.H.T.

¢
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VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS

At the Conversazione held on Monday evening,
December 10, the address by Cavalier James Smith on
“The Next Reformation” was one of the best ever
delivered from that platform, and is given in full in
another part of this issue.  An enjoyable programme of
music and recitations was provided.

During the holiday season all functions connnected
with the Association, including Sunday evening ad-
dresses and Mr. Donahay’s Conference Class on Sunday
mornings, will be suspended. Due notice of the dates of
resumption will be announced.

Annual General Meeting.

On Monday evening, December 17, the Annual Meet-
ing of V.AS. was held to receive reports and elect
officers for the ensuing 12 months. Highly encouraging
reports were given by the President, Mr. Otto Was-
chatz ; Treasurer, Mr. W. H. Terry ; and Hon. Secre-
tary, Mr. M. J. Bloomfield. The funds in hand for
various objects, including the Building Fund, totalled
over £500, liabilities nil, and the Treasurer’s and other
reports were unanimously accepted. Cordial votes of
thanks were accorded to the executive officers and retir-
ing committee. The elections for the ensuing year
resulted as follows : —President, Mr. Otto Waschatz ;
Vice-Presidents, Messrs. Donahay and Sinclair : Trea-
surer, Mr. W. H. Terry; Hon. Sec, Mr. M. J. Bloom-
field ; Librarian, Miss E. R. Hinge ; Committee, Mes-
dames Bright, Morrison, Wall and Waschatz, Messrs
Eglaman, Henderson, Jennings, Mayor. Serieand Tubb ;
Auditors, Messrs Edelsten, J.P., and Meyers.
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MR. T. W. STANFORD’'S SEANCES WITH
THE MEDIUM CHARLES BAILEY.
By Mrs. Charles Bright

It has been most gratifying to hear from all parts
of the Commonwealth, New Zealand and even South
Africa how much the illustrated Supplements of
“Apports” brought to these seances are appreciated.
It is intended in the February number to commence
a new series of these photo-reproductions, in which
will be included such of the many curious objects
brought as lend themselves best to this work, so that
those unable to be present may gain a better idea
of them. A picture appeals to the understanding
more forcibly than anything else. During Mr.
Bailey’s absence in Sydney on November 23'rd, no
sitting was held, but on November 30 a noticeable
thing occurred.  Abdul announced a surprise—that
he was about to bring a “trick” bird, which had be-
longed to a bird fancier in India, now passed over to
spirit life, who had travelled 'round with a large
number of performing birds. All had been dis-
persed but this one, which would be presently
brought.  Almost immediately, and with the light
only lowered for an instant, it came—a small bird of
a palish yellow-mottled plumage, looking much the
same as the other birds now enjoying life in the
aviary at Stanford House. It was found the next
day, however, that this one was quite different
to the rest. It allowed itself to be taken out of
the cage, as no other newcomer had done, and then
acted the part of a “dead” bird, lying quietly in the
hand, or head downwards when held by the claws.
It was, moreover, the sweetest little creature, liked
to be petted, and when returned to its cage at once
hopped on to its perch in the liveliest manner.
Those who are acquainted with all the details of this
circle and the medium, including hard-hearted sceptical
persons, have long ago been convinced that these
birds really come from the warm climate of India,
Malay States, New Guinea, as stated. Unfortun-
ately, a cold spell came a day or two after this
“trick” bird's arrival, and although the greatest
care was taken it was soon seen that the cold had
seized this unusually sensitive one, and it succumbed
—but not before it had proved itself to be one
of the most convincing of “apports” even to out-
siders.

Among the many speakers who have delighted the
sitters at these circles, Mr. Creswick, the well-known
actor, takes the leading place. Hitherto he has al-
ways selected some short play or plays, and very
remarkable has it been to witness the medium in the
space cleared for the occasion, assuming the part with
all the gestures and finished delivery of an accom-
plished actor. On the evening of November 16th,
a new departure was taken, Mr. Cheswick delivering
an address on “Lessons from the Oberammergau
Passion Play,” from, as it will be seen, his point of
view as a spectator, and is reproduced below as of
special interest.

16th Seance. Nov. 16. Address by Mr. William Creswick,
““Lessons from the Oberammergrau Passion Play.” Phenomena.
A handful of thin wafer-like biscuits, said to be from a holy place
at Juggernaut, and put there by the priest. They were exceed-
ingly fragile, the first of tin kind, and different from anythin
seen outside India. Small bulb brought from South India, an
planted in pot filled that day with fresh earth. Very fine
tablet. Plant had by this time grown 2J inches ; was subse-

quentI?]/_put in conservatory, and it is promised will produce red
and white flowe s. A second tablet.

November 23rd. No sitting.

17th Seance. Nov. 30. Address by Sig. Valetti.on “The State
and Condition of the People under the various Governments.”
Phenomena.  ““ Trick ” bird brought mentioned above. An
Assyrian tablet, more interesting as regards written matter than
any previously brought.  Dr. Robinson said, “ In the account
in the Old Testament of the destruction of Babylon, Balshazzar
is said to be the last king. The large cylinder now in the
British Museum declares that Nabonidas was the last king, and
churchmen have tried to reconcile these two accounts ~ On this
little tablet the inscription runs thus : Gobryas came against
them. The Lord of the Habilhu (Babylon) sent forth unto him,
and Nabonidas tied away. ' Then follows what is a Babylonish
affidavit, dulv signed. ~Second Tablet. Referring as the other

| performance of the Miracle Play

|
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Babylon by Cyrus. Indian seeds brought. One planted, and
started to grow. Dr. Whitcomb said it bears a most beautiful
crimson bell-shaped flower.  Joseph Hooker took some to

.England, and they lived for a long time in the Kew Gardens.

18th Seance. December 7th. ~Address by Charles Bradlaugh
on “ Honest Doubt.” Phenomena. Two pieces of monolithic
marble from an old building. If re-polished it is said that
fossilised fish would be found scattered throughout. A sacred
tablet from Thibet, made of pine wood. It was said to be one
hung near the graves of certain people with sacred writing on.
This was very curious—a piece of yak skin through a hole in the
wood serving to hang it by. The hieratic writing might be
known by Dr. Heinsoldt, Dr. Whitcomb said, but there is only
one man—Younghusband —at present with an expedition, who is
familiar with it.” Nest with two eggs and complete skeleton of
bird, which Abdul said was a ““tragedy of the jungle.” The
bird, while sitting, is attacked by a venomous insect, dies, and
another enemy comes and eat the body, leaving the skeleton as
brought.

Lessons from The Oberammergau Passion Play.

Mr. Creswick: Good evening. Be it known to all
men, actors as a rule are bad orators; hence | do not
claim to be a good public speaker. | am able to re-
cite the lines I have read over of some play, drama,
or tragedy, but as an extempore speaker 1 must claim
your clemency. The subject interests me to-night,
and 1 trust it will also interest you. I have en-
titled it “Lessons 'to be Derived from the Oberam-
mergau Passion Play,” or Miracle Play. Might | at
the opening be permitted to say that actors, people
connected with the theatre, have in nearly all ages
been regarded as social pariahs, anathematised, reviled
and condemned. Even in wise Greece, the Greece of
Solon, the actors were looked upon by a portion
of the populace as low people. It isrecorded that
Solon once seeing Thespis in his car in the streets of
Athens, and hearing him recite one of the ancient
plays, said, “Are ye not ashamed to tell so many
lies?” In Rome, too, an actor’s calling was con-
sidered a degrading one. Decius Lepidus, one
of the most famous actors of ancient times, was com-
manded by Caesar to appear upon the stage before
the Senate.  This man belonged to- the equestrian
order, and this command was tantamount to an in-
suit, but, fearing to refuse a man so powerful as
Caesar, he obeyed, and received the equivalent in Eng-
lish money of £4000: but history records that he
never regained his status among his fellows. In
early Christian times the theatre was largely banned
by the leaders of Christianity.  Augustine and

while, strange but true, large numbers of the Christ-
ian populace delighted to attend the theatres. We
know this is correct, because several of the Christian
fathers in their works have declared that it was a
shame and a disgrace for them to assemble in the
theatres and listen to the singing and music, to
watch the mimes, and then to repeat in the streets
and in their houses what they had heard.

But it is in the early days of Christ-
ianity that we musl look for the bi'rth of
the Miracle Play, known also as the
Passion Play. Truth to tell, in those days only

the clergy, the monks, and the friars, impersonated
the Christ.  All over Europe, coming down the cen-
turies, we find this play enacted first in the churches,
and solely by the clergy. In the thirteenth century
we find the introduction of the Miracle Play in Eng-
land, Spain and France, and in the year 1633 in the
highlands of Bavaria. In a little village, after a de-
vastating disease called the plague, the inhabitants
promised under vow! to perform the Passion of
Christ every ten years, and this divine drama has
been enacted religiously ever since at ten years' inter-
vals. Fifty years ago, even thirty years ago, the
attracted  vast
crowds, which gathered from every part of the civilised
world.

In the short time I have at my disposal | desire
to present to you the leading features of the Pas-
sion Play ; its effect on those who witnessed it; its
power over them for good, and, 1 am sorry to have
to record, its degeneracy during the last twenty
years.  Various are the estimates we have of the

to the same event or incident, the investing of the City of | number of people who from time to time have as-
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sembled, and on the occasion of which I am about to
speak, there must have been well nigh 5000 present.
The scenery would "W be considered extra good on
the boards of Drury Lane or His Majesty’s Theatre,.
Haymarket, in London, but the dresses, particularly
the dresses of the Jewish and Roman people, were
excellent. The play took place in the daytime.
And, let me say just at this point that all the actors
were from the ranks of the peasantry—not hired
players, but simply faithful peasants, who had
studied their parts, and it must be said that many of
them showed no little ability in the impersonation
of the various characters. This was especially
noticeable in the impersonation of Pontius and also
of Barabbas, a part that would be considered at the
present day as a minor one.

At the sound of the firing of a gun the actors
trooped in upon the stage. | desire to record with
pleasure that there was no altering of the story as
you read it in the New Testament.  Though pre-
sented under the auspices of the Roman Catholic
Church and by Roman Catholics there was nothing
inserted or added to it that -would make one think
there was a desire to further the claims of that
Church’s doctrines upon the consciousness of men. It
was the simple story of the martyrdom of that great,
seer, who “epake as never man spake” before, whose
life story has moved even the greatest materialists
to acknowledge with homage the punty of his life
and work.  Looking round upon the audience, one
would feel that they had not asisembled out of curios-
ity. The spirit of reverence was there.  When
Joseph Mayer, impersonated the Christ, his long hair
falling on his shoulders, placid blue eyes looking
down upon the face of the audience, and especially
ii7 the scene where Christ brought before Pontius
Pilate was delivered by him over to the scourgers, the
vast audience seemed to be trembling with emotion
and filled with the desire to rise and denounce the
criminal act. and to exclaim with one great voice
“This man is innocent." Friend:-, had you been pre-
sent you would have noted that this great audience
had for the time being forgotten that they were
but witnessing a representation of a great event in the
world’s history, for it seemed as if they had bridged
time, and away back in the first century were wit-
nessing the “meek and lowly one” being delivered
to the scourgers. The part where Pilate calls for
water and washes his hands, signifying that he had
east away responsibility, was very striking, and just
here let me say it struck me that there are ’thous-
ands of people at the present time who try to cast
aside their responsibilities by figuratively washing
their hands of them.  These responsibilities cannot
be cast aside by any outward act or symbol. In
this act the one who impersonated Pontius Pilate ap-
peared to great advantage. = The scene where, lean-
ing on the balcony, he appealed to the crowd of up-
turned faces, saying “Behold | bring him forth to
you, for I find no fault in him,” was very fine. There
was a tremor upon every lip, and then in the
scene where he is led out to crucifixion, laden,
burdened under the heavy cross, and Simon is hailed,
placing the cross upon him, the Naza'rene, weakened,
staggers along, and away to Golgotha they go. Then
the two thieves are led 'mt, and just at the time
they. are raised upon fe cross darkness begins
to fall, and every soul with expectancy listens. You
have often heard the saying that you could hear
a pin drop, but now you would have heard almost
the falling of a feather.  With a great cry he said,
“It is finished.”  Then from the eyes of everyone
present the tears, ho't and scalding, course down their
chéeks, and as | looked round upon them | said,
“This is the greatest sermon that has ever been
preached since the actual event.”  Then the thought
flashed through my brain—Could the clergy of our
churches at the present day but witness the mighty
power that is stirring the souls of these people and
making so powerful an effect upon their spiritual
life, they would not sneer and turn up their noses
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when they are told of the Passion Play. No preacher
yet—and there have been some grand men, such as
Henry Ward Beecher—no preacher yet has been able
to hold and enthral a vast audience like that which
witnessed the Passion Play at Oberammergau. At the
foot of the cross, clothed in spotless white, are the
women who followed him, faithful until the last—the
women who followed him when Peter denied him
and fled away. What must that g'reat master-mind
have thought? If it had been a woman | venture to
say that Christ would not have been denied. Right to
the end, at the foot of the cross, are the faithful
women, including his mother! Just before the end.
looking down, Jesus said to his follower. “Behold thy
mother!” And John, rising steadily, going towards
the one who impersonated Mary of the manger, he
pi-aces his hand reverently round her neck and sa-
inted her with a kiss, and, as the narrative tells us,
from that hour he took her unto his own home.

Such a scene could not be witnessed on any other
part of God’s earth, my friends. | have had in the
flesh a large experience of the good effect of acting
upon great crowds of people. | have seen old Drury
Lane filled from floor to ceiling, and some of the
greatest stars of days gone by hold that vast crowd
in the grand passages from the master mind of Shake-
speare. I have seen them applaud when virtue
has been triumphant, and vice has been cast down;
but 1 have never yet beheld the spirit of reverence
that | perceived in that large audience on that mem-
orable day. Let me tell you something else that
L also true. Not only were the audiences affected
to tears, but the actors themselves wept as they
impersonated the Christ, and as the cruel Roman sol-
diers with lances in their hands approached to give
him the sponge of myrrh and vinegar you could
notice them turning away and closing their eyes to
hide emotion.  Let me say, friends, that the imper-
sonation by Joseph of the Christos to my mind was
perfect.  Nature had endowed and gifted him, and
| venture to say that from that little Bavarian vil-
lage thousands have gone forth telling the story how
this grand man had impressed the people for good.

What lesson have | learned from witnessing, and
what lesson would you gather from witnessing this
remarkable Passion Play?  That no matter how
hard the hearts of men may be the placing before
them by true competent actors of the chief scenes
in the lives of those who have given their lives
in the service and in the cause of humanity, brings
out all that is good and noble m human nature. The
sensual is suppressed, and if there be but a spark
of spirituality it catches the flame and brings forth
much fruit. Again, to spiritualists, a great and a
grand lesson should be received by witnessing the
Passion Play. You would learn that the well-spent
life brings its own reward—not the reward promised
within the veil, but while in the flesh. It brings
peace and comfort to one whose life is devoted to the
cause of humanity. You would learn that there
is a power behind every good man and woman who
is striving to uplift the race—a powei- that cannot
be withstood.  All the fo'rees of darkness, whether
they be allied or not, cannot prevail against this
power for good that is in every life devoted to
God and man.

At this point | take much pleasure in denying
a falsehood that gained currency some'years ago. A
writer in one of the London reviews said that our
friend Joseph had received from the Pope, Leo
XII1., an Indulgence that pardoned not only all his
own sins, but the sins, of his family, his children, and
their children.  This caused the late Cardinal
Vaughan great sorrow and indignation.  Ultimately
it was proved that it was a plenary Indulgence, not
a pardon for sins to be committed, and he who imper-
sonated the Ch'rist had it framed, and it hung upon
his walls for years. He did not need a Christian
writer to enlighten, him concerning the fact that if he
sinned hel would be punished, notwithstanding the
edicts of Popes or Cardinals.
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In conclusion, | am credibly informed that the
last two performances of the Passion Play have de-
generated.  Sorry am | to record it, but “ 'tis true,
‘tis pity, and pity ‘'tis ’tis true.”  Numbers of our
American friends and those from other Christian
lands have witnessed the last two performances as
they did in years gone by, but the spirit of reverence
has fled.
dience could be seen that look of expectancy and of
curiosity that may be witnessed on the first night of
Drury Lane pantomime, and it was apparent they
had come to see a grand piece of acting. Can any
one tell me thei cause? I trust that in the years to
come, when the Passion Play will be again 'repeated,
the spirit of reverence, reverence for that which is
good, will again be revived, and those who witness it
will go away from that building saying “It was good
to be there; we have seen the Christ.” Good night.

THE NEXT REFORMATION.
Paper read before the Members of the V.A.S. on Dec. 10th.
(By Cavalier James Smith).

The last great Reformation was one which only
affected the external forms of Religion,
its rites, and ceremonies, its modes of worship,
and some of the doctrines and dogmas, which, having
been invented and adopted during the Dark Ages,
were rejected and laid aside by the advancing intelli-
gence of the epoch. The next Reformation, towards
which so many thoughtful men are directing their as-
pirations and their hopes, will be one of Religion
itself. 1t will be radical and sweeping. I't will aim
at the re-assertion and re-establishment of Christian-
ity, as taught by Christ himself. At the present
moment, this is virtually unknown throughout the
length and breadth of Christendom.

For what is religion, in the popular acceptation of
the word? Tt is the setting apart of one day in the
week for what is called Divine Service, or the service
of God, and the dedication of the other six, to the
worship and glorification, of Self.

Worship—Sunday worship—is a relic of Judaism
and Paganism. It originated in the false and foolish
conceptions of the Supreme Being formed by man
in the infancy of the human race. He was then re-
garded as an object of dread. “To Jear God,” is one
of the fundamental precepts of the Old Testament.
A superstitious people heard His voice in the thun-
der; and discerned the manifestations of His awful
power in the lightning, the earthquake, plague, pesti-
lence and famine. Every great calamity was the
expression of His wrath; every convulsion of nature
an evidence of His terrible anger—a “visitation of
Providence”—a divine judgment on man. Hence the
religious services, the sacrifices and burnt offerings of
earlier times were propitiatory. They were intended
to appease and soothe an irritable and offended
Deity. God, in the universal idea, of Him, was a mag-
nified man, and subject to the worst passions of
humanity : to offended pride, jealousy, vindictiveness,
resentment, and a propensity to cruelty and torture.
Therefore the ignorant multitude, strove to placate
Him in much the same way as they would have
done an extremely powerful earthly despot. And
soon there arose an astute, avaricious, and ambitious
priesthood, which discerned in the superstitious fears
wof the people a splendid opportunity for the achieve-
ment of a commanding influence, and the acquisition of
much wealth, by trading on the popular dread of the
Almighty. In furtherance of its own selfish ends,
this priesthood invented rituals, prescribed fasts and
festivals, claimed to be invested with divine author-
ity and to speak in the name of the Most High. Now
and then, some inspired seer and prophet arose, who
denounced all such pretensions and practices, de-
manding, as lIsaiah did: “Who hath required this at
your hands to tread my courts? Bring no more vain
eoblations. Incense is an abomination unto me. The
new moons and Sabbaths, the calling of assemblies,

I am told 'that on the faces of the au- -
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I cannot away with. It is iniquity, even the solemn
meeting.” And, later on, we may recognise the voice
of inspiration in the words of Micah: “Will the Lord
be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thou-
sands of rivers of 0il? He hath shewed thee, O man,
what is good. And what doth the Lord require of
thee but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to
walk humbly before God?”

Here, you will observe, is a pure and simple reli-
gion, defined in  few words, involving neither tem-
ples nor churches; neither a priesthood nor a form of
worship. To be just and merciful, and to walk hum-
bly before God, as the Author and Giver of all
good; this was all. Imagine a community fulfilling
these precepts, and you will imagine a “Paradise Re-
stored.”

Then, in process of time, the Creator of this fair
world of ours sent upon the earth a Messenger, great-
er than any of the prophets, greater than Buddha.,
than Zoroaster, Pythagoras, Socrates, or Confucius;
in the person of the son of a poor village carpenter;
and he, Jesus of Nazareth, the real founder of Spirit-
ualism, demolished the whole fabric of religious wor-
ship, and substituted for what had erroneously been
called divine service, the service of our fellow crea-
tures; for common prayer, private supplication; for
temples of brick and stone and marble, the sanctu-
ary of our own hearts; for the Eden of the Jews, and
the White Island of the Hindus, and the Olympus of
the Greeks, and the Elysian fields of the Romans; an
internal heaven; saying, “Behold, the Kingdom of
God is within you.”

I have said that Christ abolished public worship ;
and he did so in the most explicit and emphatic terms
of which human language is capable. After repre-
hending the practice of those who attended the syna-
gogues, and even prayed at the corners of the streets,
he said to each of his disciples: “But- thou, when
thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou
hast shut thy door, pray to. thy Father, which is in
secret; and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall
reward thee openly.” And then he gave them that
beautiful petition, which is the summary of all our
wants, and the eternal expression of the relationship
of man to God, who is His Father.

Moreover, the greatest of the Apostles twice placed
upon record the following declaration :—“The Lord
of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made
with hands; neither is worshipped with men's hands
as though He needed anything, seeing He giveth to
all life, and breath, and all things.” The transparent
absurdity of “divine worship” to the Infinite One
did not fail to strike the sensible mind of Paul, and
he therefore exposed it in language of singular force
and lucidity. For what, he asked, can God need at
the hands of His finite children, who are indebted to
Him for their very existence, and for everything
by which that existence is maintained? What, in-
deed, does He require at our hands, but- obedience
to those laws which He has instituted for our health
and happiness.  If we reflect for a moment, we can-
not fail to perceive the insult which we unintention-
ally offer to His boundless intelligence by imagining
that He can be pleased by the spectacle of some
hundreds of people assembling in a particular build-
ing, upon the first day of the week, and offering up
a form of prayer to Him “who knoweth what things
we have need of before we ask,” and singing hymns
and anthems in praise of One who is above all praise,
above all comprehension, indeed, in the awful might
of His Majesty, in the supreme splendour of His
Glory, in the magnificence of His sublime and unap-
proachable- Perfection.

I do not presume to assert, for a moment, that men
and women can not, and do not, benefit by assem-
bling together fo'r spiritual communion and inter-
course, but I do assert that what is called public, wor-
ship is diametrically opposed to the admonitions of
the Master, and to the tenor of the teachings of
Paul. And inasmuch as the first observance of Sun-
day dates only from the edict of Constantine in the
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year 321, “divine service” must have been unknown
during the first th'ree centuries of the Christian era.
It will disappear, 1 believe, at the next Reformation,
and will be replaced by that private and secret prayer
which Christ enjoined.

People will then look back with a feeling of com-
passion upon the rtiental darkness and narrowness of
their forefathers, who were capable of imagining tha't
the Creator of all these stupendous universes could be
gratified by His earthly creatures assembling in cer-
tain large buildings on the first day of the week, in
His honour,, and devoting all the rest of it to the
sincere and earnest worship of Mammon. The com-
ing generation, 1 take it, will be rather inclined to
exclaim, with the poet—

“ Thrice blessed is the man with whom
The gracious prodigality of nature,
The balm, tlie bliss, the beauty, and the bloom,
The bounteous providence in ev'ry feature,
Recall the good Creator to His creature.
Making all earth a fane, all heav'n its dome !
To his tun'd spirit the wild heather bells

Ring Sabbath-knells ;
The jubilate of the soaring lark

Is chant of clerk :
For choir, the thrush and the gregarious linnet;
The sod’s a cushion for his pious want ;
And, consecrated by the heav'n within it;

The sky-blue pool a font ;
Each cloud-cappd mountain is a holy altar ;

An organ breathes in every grove ;

And the full heart's a Psalter,
Rich in deep hymns of gratitude and love | ”

In the- next Reformation ,its Wycliffs and Luthers
will sink a shaft down to the very bed-rock of Chris-
tianity, | anticipate; and, making the discovery
that it is not based upon a mass of dogmas and doc-
trines, devised by a dominant priesthood in the Mid-
dle Ages, but is simply a 'rule of conduct, exemplified
in the daily life of its admirable Founder, will adopt
and affirm the only definition of Religion which is
to be found in the pages of the New Testament. That
definition is the following:—“Pure religion and un-
defiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the
fatherless, and widows in their affliction, and to keep
himself unspotted from the world.”

There is nothing here, you will observe, about
creeds or articles of faith, or public worship, with its
rites and ceremonies; nothing about the trinity1or
the atonement, nothing about the efficacy of Faith,
or any priestly doctrine whatsoever. No: in its
beautiful simplicity and conciseness, pure religion
and undefiled is declared to consist in the exercise
of kindness, compassion, sympathy and brotherly love;
and in personal purity -and unworldliness. The de-
finition is so simple that its meaning is intelligible to
the understanding of a. little child, and to that- of an
ignorant savage. And, as it is comprehensible by
all, so is it of universal force and application. It is
identical in its simplicity, as in its essence, with the
sublime commandment, “Little children, love one an-
other.” It appeals to the spark of divinity which has
been implanted in all men—in the Buddhist and the
Moslem, in the disciples of Confucius, and in the
followers of Zoroaster. As a religion of goodness, it is
broad enough, and comprehensive enough, to embrace
the whole of mankind within itsloving clasp; and it
needs no argument, on my part, to prove to you that
't implies the brotherhood of mankind, and that,
whenever it shall be universally practised the whole of
the human race will be fused into one great concord-
ant family, and that there will be no more religious
quarrels, no more- conflicts of creeds, no more sec-
tarian differences. People will look back, indeed,
with feelings of horror and absolute incredulity, upon
the appalling records and traditions of a time when
religious persecutions prevailed, and when human
beings tortured and butchered each other, under the
impious and blasphemous pretext that they did so
“for the love of God.”

For us, Spiritualists, this definition carries with it
an overwhelming weight of authority, because its ab-
solute truth is attested by myriads of spirit-voices
speaking to us from beyond the grave. During the
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last fourteen years alone—dating, that is to say, from
the time when 1 began to record'the communications
I received from the other world—I have been spoken
to by upwards of 1300 distinct personalities, belong-
ing, when on earth, to all countries, all ages and all
creeds. Their statements fill more than 50 volumes
of M.S. and they are unanimous upon one point,
namely, that the condition of every human being in
the after life, whether for weal or for woe—and the
first of these is an enduring happiness, and the sec-
ond a temporary and disciplinary remorse, followed
by the expiation of whatever is thought, spoken, or
done amiss—is. rigorously, exactly and righteously
determined, by his or her conduct on the earth; and
not by his or her beliefs, or no-beliefs; and that the
agnostic, who was honest in his scepticism, but strove
to do all the good in his power, and to live up to
that “light which lighteth every man that cometh in-
to the world,” attains to a condition of peace and joy,
which is not reached for many years, perhaps, by the
professedly religious man, who, while fulfilling all the
outward observances enjoined by his Church or sect,
was nevertheless a hard task-master, a diligent accu-
mulator of earthly wealth, an ostentatious donor of
subscriptions to public charities, and a shining light
in the business world, but who uniformly forgot, as
Marley did in that splendid Xmas story by Charles
Dickens, which Thackeray pronounced to be the finest
charity sermon ever preached, that “Mankind was his
business; the common welfare was his business;
charity, mercy, forbearance, and benevolence were
his business,” and that “the dealings of his trade
were but a drop of water in the comprehensive ocean
of his business.”

In the next Reformation, Spiritualism will consti-
tute one of its great shaping forces. We have seen, in
the recent Church Congress held in this city, how it

is stealing into the minds, and leavening
the ideas, of church dignitaries, even al-
though they are evidently very imperfect-

ly acquainted with its real nature, and with the enor-
mous progress it is making in all parts of the world,
and in Roman Catholic countries more particularly.
It is probably not unknown 'to most, if not all of
those whom | am addressing, that a movement is on
foot in the spirit world, of which it is as impossible
to estimate the tremendous magnitude, as to foresee
its mighty consequences. Bands.of powerful spirits,,
under the direction of One whom the churches ignor-
antly worship as. God, but whom we affectionately
venerate as our Master, and gratefully reverence as
the Great Teacher, are engaged in making a simul-
taneous impact upon the mind of humanity, in order
to rescue it from the degrading worship of Self, and
to arrest its descent into- that pit of materialism
which threatens to engulf the whole of the civilised
'races of the world. This is the message which is
coming to spiritualists in all parts of the globe.
Hence the universal unrest that prevails; the falling
awav of worshippers, in such great numbers, from
the various churches, which is being everywhere com-
plained of by the clergy; the unsettlement of men’'s
minds upon questions of faith and doctrine, Biblical
inspiration and interpretation; the altogether re-
markable outbreak of spiritual manifestations of a
'really startling kind which is taking place in Europe,
America and Australia. And not unrelated to these
impressive “Signs of the Times” are the revolutionary
movements of a murderous character, and the spread
of Anarchism in so many parts of the world, leading
to the commission of crimes of an unusually revolting
nature; for, it would appear, the “powers of the air,”
as the unprogressed spirits who are earth-bound are
termed by Paul, are conscious of the other great
movements | have just spoken of, and seem to dread
the possible destruction of their influence over their
vicious and criminal instruments in human form;
and thus “the spiritual wickedness in high places” has
become more malignantly active than ordinary and
makes itself evident by the atrocities which it inspires
its plastic, but unconscious, agents to perpetrate.
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These, at least, are the statements which are being
made, in many directions, by spiritual informants,
who have no apparent motives for deceiving those to
whom they communicate them.

Yes, Spiritualism, I repeat, will become one of the
shaping forces of the next Reformation; and for the
following reasons: The time is close at hand when the
rapidly multiplying evidences of spirit return will

carry with them such overwhelming weight as to =

compel their recognition and acceptance by all ration-
al minds. Then, what will ensue? The statements
they make with respect to the after life will enforce
belief, because they will be found to be consonant
with reason, and consistent with each other, and ob-
viously true, because they are likewise obviously just;
while, both separately and in the mass, they will con-
stitute irresistibly powerful arguments for simplicity,
purity and righteousness of life on ea'rth. The con-
fessions of those who have lived evilly will be more
potent dissuasions from wrong-doing than all the ser-
mons that were ever preached. The spectacle of the
remorse and mental misery undergone by the un-
happy beings who have spent their days in the accumula-
tion of wealth, or in vicious selfindulgence, will
be a more eloquent plea in favour of generosity phil-
anthropy and unselfishness and a more impressive
protest against their opposites than all the condem-
nations of Avarice that were ever penned.

The next Reformation will be accompanied by a
total overthrow and complete reversal of all the ideas
now current upon the earth, with respect to the
relative value and importance of the present, and of
the future life. At this moment, the former is every-
thing, and the latter—where it is really believed to
exist—is nothing in the estimation of the eager, rest-
less, pushing, struggling, sordid, selfish multitude.
They live only in and for it, as though it were going
to last for ever. But when, enlightened by daily
intercourse, with those who have passed before them,
into the Infinite Beyond, the surprising loveliness and
beauty, the overflowing happiness, and everlasting
duration of that magnificent existence, come to be
fully understood and adequately appreciated, the
visible and invisible worlds will fall into their proper

. and natural relationships. People will regard the pre-
sent life as something to be lived wisely, simply, tran-
quilly, healthily, and happily, and as a training school
for the higher faculties of their nature; and not, as
we have made it, a scene of conflict and bloodshed, in
which every man’s hand is against that of his brother,
in which commerce has become a field of cut-throat
competition, and the awful trade of war is carried
on by armies of unprecedented magnitude, while
science exhausts its ingenuity in 'the invention of im-
plements and explosives of unparalleled efficacy for
the wholesale slaughter of our fellow creatures.

After the next Reformation, | venture to predict
there will be no such monstrosity upon the face
of the earth as a millionaire ; for men with a
genius for money-making will be appalled when the
spirit of some great magnate of finance stands before
them in the rags and squalor of a miserable mendi-
cant—I, myself, have spoken with such—proclaiming
the agonies of his remorse, deploring the folly and
futility of his wretched career, and perceiving, with
unutterable anguish, that he has made terrible ship-
wreck of his earthly life, and that he must spend
long, long years—it may be even centuries— in effac-
ing all 'the evils he has done and in expiating the
awful mistakes he made in stifling every generous
and unselfish impulse of his soul, and in sacrificing
all the nobler faculties of his nature to the hideous
and debasing lust of gold.

Once spiritualise our civilisation and there will be
no more wealth, and no more poverty ; no more war-
fare, and no more strife; while vice and crime, in-
sanity and disease, will gradually diminish, and will
ultimately disappear. For then

““The common sense of most shall hold a fietful realm in awe,
And the kindly earth shall slumber, lapt in universal law.”
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HYPNOTISM AS A CURE FOR DISEASE.

Doctor’s Curious Experiments.

As showing the growing interest in psycho-therapeu-
tics by the medical profession the report of a lecture in
the London Daily Mail, of Nov. 6th, by Dr. Edwin Ash,
house physician of St. Mary’s Hospital, and given before
the members of the Psycho-Therapeutic Society, of which
Mr. George Spriggs is President, is presented to our
As Mr. Spriggs observes in a recent letter
“ the papers notice us now.”

The advantages and dangers of hypnotism as a means
of treating disease formed the subject of a notable
lecture, accompanied by some remarkable experiments,
given last night before the Psycho-Therapeutic Society
at Bloomsbury Hall, by Dr. Edwin Ash, M.B., some
time demonstrator of physiology and house physician at
St. Mary's Hospital.

“In using hypnotism to cure disease,” said Dr. Ash,
“ we are at present toying with a great force which we
do not fully understand and which we cannot entirely
control.  We certainly cannot control it sufficiently to
govern the grosser forms of disease, and it is important
to remember that nothing can do more harm to psycho-
therapeutic methods than that one case treated by them,
which should have been treated by surgical means,
should go wrong.

“Diseases which can generally be influenced by
hypnotism are of the functional order, and not those
associated with organic changes. It can, | think, be
proved that it is possible by mechanical means and
suggestion, without any personal influence such as
magnetism, to mask the conscious mind of the subject
and bring out some underlying consciousness. It can be
demonstrated by experiments that the sub-conscious
mind has stored up memories of events of which the
conscious mind is not cognisant. It will be my aim in
succeeding lectures to show the light in which hypnotism
should be regarded, both as a legitimate therapeutic
agent and as a necessary weapon in the armoury of
research.”

To illustrate the points in his lecture, Dr. Ash experi-
mented on a young man, a member of the auxiliary
forces. Rapidly putting the subject in a state of
hypnosis, the youth was told by Dr. Ash that he was in
the drill-hall of his regiment, and at the word of command
he stood to attention and went through the actions of
loading his rifle and firing.

On being told that he must drive his colonel’'s motor-
car (the audience was assured that he had never driven
one) the youth sat in a chair, pulled imaginary starting
levers, worked unseen pedals, and occasionally made a
movement as though sounding his warning horn. On
being told that he was a cat he fell on all fours and
uttered realistic catcalls.

Hypnotism, Dr. Ash said, was not a thing to be played
with. It was a great power which could be used with
advantage if due care was taken, but it emphatically was
not a thing for an amateur to trifle with.

LADY ADELMA VAY.
A Gifted Inspirational Automatic Writer.

Ry Mrs. Charles Bright

It was as a result of a communication given through
Mrs. Harris-Roberts in 1893 to Mr. James Smith that
Lady Adelma Vay became known to that gentleman and
later to myself by means of this paper, which reaches her
regularly in her beautiful home at Gonobitz, Styria,
Austria. It is about a year ayo that the first letter
came to me from Lady Adelma Vay, and in subsequent
communications 1 have learned to know something of
her charming and gifted personality and of the books she
has written, some under the inspiration of Hans Christian
Andersen. A recent volume, “Pictures from the Be-
yond,” was reviewed in the Harbinger a few months ago
by Mr. James Smith, and her earliest volume of all, pub-
lished in 1871 and soon to appear in a new edition is
now before me. Itis entitled ““Studies in the Spirit
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World,” written in German like all the rest, and give$
an account in one of the chapters of her early doings in
automatic writing. Fortunately both Lady Vay and
her distinguished husband, Baron Edmund Vay, Major
in the Austrian Army, became convinced at the same
time of the truth of the blending, as it were, of spiritual
and mundane spheres and of direct communication from
those who have gone before. Brought up in the Roman
Catholic faith, and a most devout believer in the Divine
guidance, it was quite against her early convictions to be
told that she would become an automatic writer and con-
trolled by spirits from the Great Beyond. She tells us
that she had never noticed anything in her childhood
that would suggest mediumship.  “ Antipathies and
sympathies were very strong in me,” she remarks, “but I
cannot remember to have ever noticed anything that
gave the slightest sign of my Mediumship, much less of
my later developed Seership. From my early youth,”
she goes on, “ I loved God and trusted in ray angel guides
according to the Church’s doctrines, and had a deep
veneration for Mary the mother of Jesus and a strange
consuming love for all poor souls. But this religious
feeling is shared by all Roman Catholic girls who have
good and pious parents.” And although she would at
times experience great consolation from hours of con-
templation, she had “an immense aversion and almost
fright for all kinds of ghosts.”

BARON EDMUND VAY, Major.
BARONE.» ALEL.MA Countess V> urmbrand)
rtt Breakfast wap UOKRie.

Lady Vay's First Essay in Automatic Writing.
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husband'’s brother, and after a painful illness he passed
over in 1867. We both felt quite scared at this first
writing. The Unknown was decidedly unpleasant, and |
went to rest with the intention of never writing auto-
matically again. At that time neither my husband nor
myself had any idea of the existence of spirits or of the
immense literature concerning them " How she devel-
oped with her husband’s assistance and came into
contact with advanced spirits, and notably Hans
Christian Andersen, is a story that would fill many
volumes.

Lady Vay's Home Life and How Mr. James Smith
BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH HER.

Among a number of photographs sent to me by Lady

Vay, the two that are reproduced in this article give the
best idea of herself and husband and their home life.
In a recent letter she tells me ““how proud our Doggie
will be to appear with us in the Harbinger. He is very
intelligent, and understands all we say to him,” which
will be readily believed by his alert expression This
and the other picture of Lady Adelma with her Roe in
the park at Gonobitz are given with great pleasure, as
they convey a very realistic picture of our great co-
worker's home surroundings and will be welcomed by
readers everywhere In answer to my request for an
account of his introduction to Lady Vay by the medium-
ship of Mrs. Harris-Roberts, Mr. Smith has sent the
| following, which is another instance of the reliability of
| the remarkable messages which come in a continuous
stream to that gentleman from unseen sources. Here
Mr. Smith gives Lady Vay her complete title, and it
may be mentioned that she was born in her own right
Baroness von Wurmbrand, although her high social
position is merely an incident in that wonderful life of
hers as a medium, which is her crowning glory. Mr.
Smith says: ““The Baroness von Vay has been a most
voluminous writer.  Besides the ‘Pictures from the
Beyond,” already noticed in our columns, containing
nearly 90 communications from the spirit-world, we are
indebted to her facile and graceful pen for quite a number
of works both in prose and poetry of a high order of
merit.  Tn many instances these have been derived by
immediate inspiration from the spirit of Hans Christian
Andersen, whose fairy tales are known all over Europe
and America, and with whom the Baroness appears to
| be an especial favorite  To his spirit we owe the intro-
duction of that lady to a knowledge of the Harbinger
of Light.

So all her prejudices were against the announcement |

made to her in 1b65 by a magnetiser whom she names
“ Mr. G.” that she would become clairvoyant, and ought
to try automatic writing.  “* I scorned the idea,”
she tells us, “ because it was anti-Catholic, as from her
youth up she had been strictly enjoined to keep reason
in the foreground and to hold fast to her principles. In
spite of all her objections Mr G. was determined that
he was right in his forecast of my spiritualistic gifts, and
gained permission to magnetise me. He assured me,”
she tells us, “that I should sleep at once, but his passes
had no effect on me, neither had the water that he had
magnetised for me to drink.” At that time Lady Vay,
although not an invalid, had a delicate constitution, and
often suffered severely from cramps. “ | had,” she says,
“ nearly forgotten the advice of Mr. G., when one day,
being in great suffering, 1 said to my husband that I
would try automatic writing to see if it would have any
effect on me, as Mr. G. said it would improve my health ”
The effect was marvellous  “ As soon as | took a pencil
for the purpose my arm was seized at once as if an electric
stream was pouring through it, and my hand was pushed
in different directions  Then was written in large
letters, ' | am Thomas, your guide | Try to write often,
as it will improve your health Henry—Coffin -

1867 will be a sad year for you." Being tired I left off
and my husband and | tried to decipher the writing.
The prophecy about Henry was fulfilled.

LADY ADELMA VAY with her Roe in her park at Gonobitz. 1904.

The circumstances under which this was brought about
are very curious and interesting : they occurred so many
years ago ; they presented so striking a test that we need
not apologise for repeating them. In the year 1892
Andersen spoke one of his poetical apologues through
Mrs. Harris to Mr. James Smith, adding “ I wish | had
a medium here like the Baroness von Vay, through whom
I could speak much more freely and fully ” The name

i was wholly unknown to the recipient of the message ;
| but believing it would interest Andersen’s countrywoman,

He «as my | Madame von Christinas, of Veldy, near Copenhagen,
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with whom he was then in correspondence, Mr. Smith
sent her a copy of it, and in acknowledging its receipt
she wrote: ““The Baroness von Vay is a personal friend
of mine. She is a remarkably gifted medium, and Hans
Christian Andersen has written many poems and fairy
tales through her hand 1 will send her the communica-
tion you have received. She lives in Styria, Austria.”
This was done, and in due time the Baroness wrote to
Mr. Smith, sending him her husband’s portrait and her
own. Upon the latter were two spirit photographs of
beautiful infant children immediately behind her, which
the lapse of 14 years has rendered very indistinct.
Shortly afterwards the Baroness, who reads and writes
in English, became a subscriber to this paper, and has
maintained a kindly interest in its welfare ever since.
She is a lady of education and refinement and a great
lover of nature, living in a beautiful estate, happy in her
domestic life and surrounded by the best possible con-
ditions for the exercise and development of her beautiful
gift of inspirational mediumship.  Friends in Australia
will join with the editor of this paper in cordial greetings
to the Baron and Baroness de Vay, and warm apprecia-
tion of the valuable work Lady de Vay has done for
Spiritualism.

REVIEW.

Among the many new journals in America which
denote the gradual rise of Spiritualism from its basic
foundation of phenomena The Balance, edited by Rev.
J. Howard Cashmere, is one of the most vigorous ex-
amples. The August number has for its frontispiece a
beautiful portrait of Ernst Haeckel, the great German
biologist and author of “ The Riddle of tbe Universe.”
By the last mail came a remarkable volume, “ Lost in
the Bottomless Pit,” being an answer to Haeckel’s
“ Riddle of the Universe,” by the editor of The Balance.
The review of the book which follows is from the pen of
Victor E Kroemer, an earnest student of the Occult.

“LOST IN THE BOTTOMLESS PIT.”*

Under the foregoing somewhat startling title the
Rev. J. Howard Cashmere propounds what is stated to
be a “ revelation forming a working hypothesis for the
solution of every problem of life and mind.” The * bot-
tomless pit” has for him the same meaning as with the
ancient Fgyptians, “the Cycle of Necessity,” or the
evolutionary process, viz. .—““Yet there is no real death ;
eternal life means eternal light. What we know as
death is but ignorance, the darkness which fills
this bottomless abyss. We are atoms out of har-
mony with the All, lost angels of God, groping blindly
among the illusions and shadows that fill this owier dark-
ness. These illusions may disappear, may dissolve like
the shadows when the vibrations of light are all around,
but it is only the illusions that die. There are just as
many conscious, sentient, immortal atoms in the great
infinitude of space as there ever were. You, I, all of
us, are but one of these atoms, each an angel of the Most
High God ; but we are all cast away and lost in this
bottam'ess pit." Consciousness, or the Ego, resides in a
single cell, according to this hypothesis, this single, cell
is the ““permanent atom” that is indestructible, and
Mr. Cashmere says:—““Through the Light, of Truth the
conviction has been forced upon my consciousness that
1, the individual existence, the ego, the conscious entity,
which is my real self, is but one of these tiny atoms;
that there is nothing else in the make-up of the ego of
man except one tiny atom, who rules the many hosts of
atoms who form the body.” Quoting largely from
Haeckel, Darwin, Spencer, etc., he treats the subject
from the scientific side, and then in a poem entitled
““The Vision,” he deals with the question from the
psychic side, pourtraying the conception and evolution
of atoms from that point of view. This theory is de-
veloped and enlarged with what seems to be a fairly

* | ost in the Bottomless Pit,” by Rev. J. Howard Cashmere,
The Balance Office, Denver, Colorado, U.S.A, (price, one dollar),
where orders should be addressed. A six months' subscription
to The Balance given to every purchaser.
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deep insight into the “scheme of things,” and in one
verse he says: —

Thou art not “ part of one stupendous Whole.”

Thou art that Whole and other there is none.

Self comprehendeth not that it is self,

And thus thy soul knew not that it was Cod.
Also great breadth of thought is evidenced in the fol-
lowing verse .—

The God of the Christian, almighty and just,

The great “ Law of Substance,” which atheists trust,

The ““Cause and Effect” that treats all the same,

Is the Ruler Divine with changes in name.

Some good ideas on psychic development are given,
but I think the author goes a little too far when he
says:—"“ No matter what . ... if you will follow my
instructions to the letter you will become most highly
and speedily developed.” Some interesting chapters are
to be found in the work, and the concluding one, entitled
“ All for the Best,” is exceptionally good. The book,
which is accompanied by a fine portrait of the author,
is well worth perusal.

AT SET OF SUN.
By Ella Wheeler Wilcox.

If we sit down at set of sun

And count the things that we have done,
And counting find

One self-denying act, one word

That eased the heart of him who heard,
One glance most kind

That fell like sunshine where it went,

Then we may count the day well spent.

But if through all the livelong day
We've eased no heart by yea or nay;
If through it all
We've done no thing that we can trace
That brought the sunshine to a face,
No act, most small,
That helped a soul and nothing cost
Then count that day as worse than lost.

SPIRITUALISTIC CHURCH OF W. AUSTRALIA.

A most interesting report comes from Mr. M. Pickett,
Hon. Sec. of this flourishing Association. Mrs. Parker
has almost finished the second year of her ministry, and
has occupied the rostrum without any assistance during
that time. A Dorcas Meeting has been established by
Mrs. Parker, and meets every Wednesday afternoon.
Good progress is being made towards a sale of gifts that
is to take place next winter and in garments for the
relief of necessitous cases. The Church obtained a
grant of  acres of land from the Karrakatta Ceme-
tery Board, which was consecrated on November 17
by Mrs. Parker, assisted by Mrs Tompkins, in
the presence of the officers and members of the
Church.  On Monday evening, an infant, «laughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Reid, formerly of Melbourne, was
dedicated by Mrs. Parker and given the spirit name of
“Charity ” A request is sent that the Hon. Sec. of the
Church may be informed of the arrival at Perth of any
Spiritualists, so that they may be welcomed It was a
matter of regret that Mrs. Prior should have recently
passed through without anyone interested being aware
of the fact.

Buy Y0IL!' Piano & Organ from
Carnegie & Sons
106 Elizabeth St.

Sole Agents for the
Ronisch Pianos
(iors <& Kallmann Pianos
Bell Organs

Stella «Musical Boxes
and the

Angelus Piano Player.

CASH or TERMS, FROM 20 - MONTHLY Inspection Invited.
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PERSONALS.

Mr. J. J. Morse is in the midst of active and success-
ful work, “ The Two Worlds,” of which he is editor,
being a most interesting reflex of what is going on in
England. The latest number contains the first part of
an admirable address, “ Death ; God's last and best gift
to Man,” given by Mr. Morse before the members of
The London Spiritual Mission in the drawingroom of
Mrs. Fairclough Smith. In a letter from Dr. Peebles in
“The Two Worlds” from Glasgow, he states that the
doors had to be closed each Sunday evening before the
services commenced at his lecture, the floor and galleries
being densely crowded, and the statement that Mr. Morse
would occupy the platform the following Sunday was
received with ringing cheers.

Dr. Peebles is probably by this time in India, as
letters received announced his intention of leaving
England for Colombo early in December. It is to be
hoped that he will come on to Australia. He was the
guest of Mr. James Robertson—the staunch defender of
Spiritualism in that city—when in Glasgow, and Dr.
Peebles speaks enthusiastically of the Scotch Spirit-
ualists generally.  “ The cause is flourishing also in
other towns,” Dr. Peebles says, “ because constituted of
determination, affirmation and the instructive principles
of truth rather than such dreary negations as would
annihilate God and Christ and religion and prayer.”

W. J. Colville left Auckland for America at the end
of November after a highly successful season. He sent
greetings to all friends in Melbourne, and promises a
letter from Honolulu.

Mr Harrison D. Barrett, President of the National
Spiritualists Association of U.S.A., was re-elected to that
important office by a very large majority, for the
fourteenth time in succession, at the Annual Meeting,
held in October.

Hudson Tuttle, the veteran Spiritualist, was re-elected
editor-at-large at the above Convention. His report to
the Convention of work done in the year included a
mlong list of articles to the press generally, with one on
“The God Idea” for Harbinger of Light, which «as
copied into many journals. Friends at the Antipodes
send cordial New Year greetings to Hudson Tuttle and
his gifted wife

Mrs' Harris Roberts has written a most interesting
pamphlet, “Leaves from my Diary,” which has ap-
peared in two numbers of The Progressive Thinker,
Chicago. It is published in New Zealand, and can be
had from the office of the Message of Life, Levin, New
Zealand, price 6d. Australian readers will be specially
interested in accounts of her work in Sydney and Mel-
bourne and of her conversion to Spiritualism in New
Zealand Some time earlier.

Mrs. Alleyen has returned to Melbourne after her
visit to Brisbane much improved in health.  In another
column there is a notice of a presentation to her by the
.Brisbane Spiritualists’ Association at the close of her
most successful season.

Mr. T. Downs, lion. Sec. Church of Spiritual Seers,
Sydney, has an announcement in our advertising
columns, to which we draw special attention

ARCHDEACON COLLEY and MR.
MASKELYNE.

In reference to the challenge between these two
gentlemen respecting phenomena vouched for by Arch-
deacon Colley, The Annals of Psychical Science for
November places the matter very fairly and plainly,
as follows :—*“ We do not, certainly, intend to dispute
the genuineness of the phenomena reported by Arch
neacon Colley ; that would be quite out of place No
one who has any faculty of judgment can fail to recog-
nise that Mr. Maskelyne’'s experiment proves absolutely
nothing. Archdeacon Colley said that the conjuror
could not imitate these, phenomena wiihout the Arch-
deacon being able to discover the trick, if he had a trick
Mr. Maskelyne put an actor, dressed like an Archdeacon,
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on the platform; and told him to shut his eyes; the
photographs taken by the reporters and afterwards
published in the various newspapers testify to the fact
that the eyes of the actor were shut. And it is this
new-fashioned experimenter who is supposed to fill the
role of Archdeacon Colley, in the performance at St.
George's Hall.

No one will be surprised that, under these conditions,
the Venerable Archdeacon does not profess himself to be
convinced, and that having been present among the
audience at this performance he should have quietly
gone home refusing to pay. Mr. Maskelyne sued him
at law and the Archdeacon replied by a counter summons,
on the score of certain phrases in a pamphlet lately
published by Mr. Maskelyne entitled ““The History of a
Thousand Pound Challenge. ' This is how matters stand.
The Counsel for the Archdeacon is Mr. Skeels, who
recently defended Craddock.

With this first issue of the New Year the editor would
like to send cordial greetings to the many readers of the
Harbinger whom she has come to look upon as personal
friends. But for great pressure of work a more formal
greeting would have been sent, especially to editors and
others who have given many words of cheer.

THINGS UNSEEN.
By Beele Bush.

There are marvels unseen at one’s very door,
There are richest hearts that the world calls poor,
There are lives so true and so dutiful,

That men see not they are beautiful,

There are lowly ones that the proud despise,

And yet to watchers with angel eyes,

They are heirs to wonderful destinies.

TO CORRESPONDENTS

“Irven,” Adelaide.— MSS. verses received. Thanks.
Crowded columns do. not permit inclusion just
now.

Rev. M. Parker, Perth.—Thanks.
Many letters under consideration.
Will correspondents kindly remember the exceedingly

limited space in sending contributions.

B. Guymer, Wr.rwich, Q. Letter received. Will write.

Letter later.

T DOWNS,
Medical Clairvoyant and Psychographiot-

Diseases Accurately Diagnosed.
Persons at a distance send lock of hair or letter.

Fee, 10/6.

Address :
242 PARRAMATTA RD., PETERSHAM, SYDNEY, N.S.W.

REV. HEC OR FERGUSON,

Psycho-pathic and Vitaopathic Healer,
Treats Sufferers in Body and Mind.
Manse, Northcote.

Also Chambers Victoria Parade, corner Smith St.

Ninety per cent, difficult cases yield to his powerful and
pleasant treatment.  Distant treatment also administered.

Marriages Solemnised, Fee 10/6.

““The HARBINGER OF LIGHT” can be obtained at
the BOOKSTALLS, and is on sale in Melbourne at
Miss E. R. HINGE’S BOOK DEPOT, 117 Collins Street!
E. W. COLE’S BOOK ARCADE; GORDON & GOTCH.
Price, 6d. Yearly Subscription (including Postage :
Commonwealth and New Zealand, 5/6. 5/- not Posted.
Foreign, 6/- Posted.

Printed by .1. C Stephens, at his Office, 146 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne,
for Annie Bright, a-ii pnhliMhed bv her at Austral Buildings, Collins
Street, Melbourne
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TO SUBSCRIBERS.

As the “ Harbinger of Light” depends chiefly on
subscriptions, it is earnestly requested that subscribers
will kindly forward the amounts due for current year
at their early convenience, by Postal Note or P.O. Order.

PROGRESSIVE THOUGHT LIBRARY

5 Moore Street, Sydney.

Scientific, Occult, and all Advanced Thought Literature for
Sale ; also in Circulating Library.

New Pamphlet, “W. J. Colville’s Lectures.” Contents—
Spiritual Healing, Suggestion, Divine and Human Will, Con-
ditions Necessary for Profitable Communication with Spirit
World. 4d., Post Free.

MISS E, R. HINGE,
117 Collins Street, Melbourne (2nd Floor.)

Importer of Spiritualistic, Progressive, New
Thought, and Occult Literature,

NEW BOOKS AND NEW SUPPLIES.
Price. Poet.
s. d. d.
Palmistry and its Practical Uses. By L. Cotton 30 3
Poems of Life from the Beyond and Within.
Compiled by Giles B. Stebbins
Perfect Humanhood. By Agnes N. Benham
Philosophy of the Hermetics .......ccccoevennen.
o wow (some more)
Purity and Destiny of Modern Spiritualism.
By J. B. Hell = e
Reichenbach’s Researches in Magnetism, Elec-
tricity, Heat, Light, Chemism, &c., in
relation to Vital Force. (Secondhand and
now out of print) ... 20
Radical Discourses on Religious Subjects. By
~William Denton .
Religion of Spiritualism.  Its Phenomena and
Philosophy By S. Watson 5
Real Ghost Stories. By W. T. Stead 1
Rational Christianitg. The Religion of Human-
ity. By H. J. Browne .
Rustlings in the Golden City. Being a record
of Spiritualistic Experiences in Ballarat
and Melbourne. By Jas. Curtis Q
Risen Dead, Twenty Photographs of the. By
T. S. Wilmot i s
Rational Faith. By H. J. Brown
Symphony of Life, The. By Henry Wood
Spiritual Birth ; or Death and its to morrow.
By Moses Hull ..
Spiritualism. By Edward T. Bennett
Story of a Literary Career, The ... -
Spiritual Harp. A Collection of Vocal Music.
~ By J. M. Peeblesand J. O. Barrett
Simple Life. The. By Charles Wagner
Spirit Identity. By M. A. Oxon
Sermons of Sympathy. By J. Page Hopps ...
Scientific Basis of ~Spiritualism. By Epes
Sargent
Science of Life Essays. First and second series
Sound of a voice that is, The. By Archie
Campbell v e
Series of Meditations, A. On the Ethical and
Psychical Relation of Spirit to the Human
~ Organism By E. C. Gaffield
Spiritualism Ks. Materialism. By Dr. Peebles
Success Through Vibration, How to attain it.
By Mrs. L Dow Balliett 4
Sub-Consciousness.  Studiesand Lessons in the
Larger Life. By R. DI Stocker 5 0
Shrine of Silence, The. A Book of Meditations.
By Henry Frank 5 0

R. J. POUETON,
CHEMIST.
119 BOURKE ST., MELBOURNE.
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Establishei over a Century.

Prescription formulas for every variety of Disease ; fully
tested by actual practice.  Sufferers placing their cases in my
hands are fairly treated, and cured at a very small charge. My
practice is so extensive that | have .no necessity to keep people
on a string. )

I have a pill
For every ill,
A balm for every pain.

Mr. J. C. KIERNAN P17!!, of 760 Brunswick Street,
North Fitzroy, is the '®li Authorised Advertising
Representative of this Paper.
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MEYERS'

HERBAL INDIGESTION PILLS.

Cure Indigestion, Constipation, Bilious-
ness, Flatulence, Sluggish Liver, Inactive
Kidneys, and all symptoms of Dyspepsia.
BOXES—1/6.

J. MEYERS,
BOTANIC DRUGGIST & CHEMIST,

Specialist in Herbal Remedies. Consul-
tation Free.

Botanic Pharmacy: 7 & 9 Eastern Arcade, Bourke-st., Melbourne.
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Melbourne—E. W. Cole, Book Arcade, Bourke-st.

" Miss E. R. Hinge, 117 Collins St.
Prahran—Beck Bros., 128 Greville Street.
Castlemaine—Miss Vale.

Bendigo—Mr. H. Hampton, View Point.
Williamstown—J. Berriman.
Kerang—Mr. Paul Cadush.
Sydney—Messrs. Turner & Henderson, 16 Hunter-st.
5 ““ Progressive Thought” Office, 5 Moore St.
s Balmain, E. —W. Adam, 53 Darling-st.
Croydon.—Mr. Robert East, 7 South Crescent.
Bathurst N~S. W.—L. D. Marshall, Howick-st.
Newcastle . Mr. Vale, Hunter-st. West.
White Cliffs—Mr. T. Walsh.
Adelaide—W. C Rigby, King William-st.
Christchurch, N.Z.—J. H. Fabling, Buccleugh-st.
Auckland, N.Z.—Mrs. Hoskin, Oak House, Hobson St.

5 R. E. Finch, 156 Queen-st.

- J. H. Graham.

fi 5 Miss Renouf, Sydney Bazaar, Pitt-st. Buildings
Masterton o Mr. T. N Holmes, Queen-st.
Dunedin if Mr. Geo. Gibbs.

Reefton «+  E. J. Scantlebury.
Gisborne e  Mrs. K. Warburton., L
Wellington ;;  Wellington Association of Spiritualists, Reg.

2 Robert Holliday & Co., Lambton
Perth, “ W.A."—T. W. Jones, 353 William St.
Brisbane—Gordon & Gotch.

. Messrs.. Thompson Bros., Chancery Buildings.

. J. H. Thompson, 80 Queen-st.
Boston, U.S.A.—* Banner of Light” Publishing Co.
Launceston, Tasmania—A W. Birchall, Central Brisbane st.

No liability recognised by the Proprietor without
the production of the Office Receipt.

Quay.

Agents wanted for all parts of Australia and NewZealand.

TO ADVERTISERS.

WING to its large and increasing circulation among
O thoughtful and intelligent people of all classes through-

out the Commonwealth and New Zealand, “ THE
HARBINGER OF LIGHT” has become an exceptionally
valuable medium for Advertisements.

PREPAID ADVERTISEMENT RATES—NETT PRICES—
INCH SPACE, one insertion, 4s. ;
6 insertions, 15s.

FRONT PACE 5S. per inch.

MR. J. WRENN SUTTON,
Psycho-Therapeutist.

Specialist in Diseases of the Brain and Nerves. Cures Hallucin-
ations, Melancholia, Hysteria and Obsessions, and all those
mysterious nervous disorders which baffle the skill of the ablest
physicians. Psychic Diagnosis, lo/6.
Country Patients send Lock of Hair and Fee.
62 Eastern Arcade, Bourke St., Melbourne.

FOR SALE.

A copy of Dr. J. R. Buchanan's great work,
“Therapeutic Sarcognomy—the Science of the Soul,
Brain and Body,” with its application to the Cure of
Disease. 67| large octavo pages, with illustrations and

diagrams.  42/—, post paid.
W. H. Terry, 117 Collins Street, Melbourne.

THE ASTROLOGICAL MAGAZINE.
Published! monthly in English, containing the most valu-
able information.

Annual Subscription :

Australia and England 7 shillings.

America - - - - 2 dollars.
Horoscopes Read, Reasonable Fees. Address Editor,
B. Suryanarain Row, B.A, M.R.A.S., Madras, India.

ONE 3 insertions, 9s.
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“The Annals of Psychical Science.”

A Monthly Journal devoted to Scientific and Experlmental Research in the Phenomena of Splrltlsm

Price, in England, Is. 2d., or 10s. per annum, Post Free,
9 in Australia and America, Single Copies 1s. 3d.; Is. 5d. Posted.

™ oo 9 12s. per annum; 14s. Post Free.

Directors : Dr. Dariex; Professor Charles Richet.

Committee :
Sir William Crookes. Sir Oliver Lodge.
Camille Flammarion. Professor Enrico Morselli.
Professor (Lesar bomBiio”™ Dr. Julien Ochorowicz.
Marcel Mangin. Professor Francgois Porro.
Dr. Joseph Maxwell.’ Colonel Albert de Rochas.

Dr. A: von Schrenck-Notzing.
Editors: Laura l|. Finch (English Edition), Caesar de Vesme (French Edition).

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS. First Year—January-December, 1905.
Should the Phenomena of Spiritism be Seriously Studied | By Some Aspects of the Welsh Revival. By Edgar Vine Hall, M. A.

Professor Charles Richet. Xenoglossy : Or Automatic Writing in Foreign Languages. By
Decimal Indexing. By Professor Charles Richet. Professor Charles Richet. )
In Defence of the Memory of William Stainton Moses. By The Essential Character of Dream-Images. By Drs. Vasehide

Ernest Pozzano. and -Meunier.

A Singular Case of Lucidity. By Professor Charles Richet. A Telepathic Incident. By Major Thatcher.

Negative Positivism and Dualistic Monism. By Professor Porro. Tha Regression of Memory. By Colonel Albert de Rochas.

Odic Phenomena and New Radiations. By Dr. Jules Regnault. Animals and Psychic Perceptions By Ernest Bozzano. 9.5
The History of a Crystal VISIOI’] By Dr. Edmond Waller. Karin: A Study of Spontaneous Rappings. By HjalmarWuk

A Case of Clairvoyance. gr Maxwell. Prevision by Fancied Resemblance. By Dr. G. C. Ferrari.
Metapsychical Phénomena of y-gone Times (Illustrated). By Concerning the Phenomenon called Materialisation.  (Illus-

Professor Charles Richet. trated). (2 Articles). By Prof. Charles Richet.

The Alleged Mediumship of Mr. Charles Bailey. By Caesar The Relation of Spiritualism to Orthodoxy. By Frederic H.
de Vesme. Balfour

Personallty and Changes of Personality. By Professor Charles The Sc\i/s/ntificvo;l)prerr]]ension of the SuperPhysical World. By
ichet . L. Wilmshurst
Should the Dead be Recalled * By Mrs. Laura I. Finch. Animals and Psychic Perceptions. By Camille Flammarion.
Professor Richet’s Algerian Photographs. By Sir Oliver Lodge
Premonitory Dreams, Telepathic Incidents, Seances with Various Mediums, etc.

Agents for Australia—G. ROBERTSON & CO., Melbourne, Sydney, and Brisbane.
Miss E. R. HINGE, 117 Collins Street, Melbourne.
no St. Martin’s Lane, Charing Cross, W.C., London.
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AUSTRALIAN EXPONENT OF
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THOUGHT,
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Country, 5/6 ; Great Britain, 6/-;
America, 1 dollar 50 cents. Single
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Giving astonishing facts about this distressing dis- lishing price 6d. unless paid in
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E. R. HINGE, 115 Collins Street, MiIboukm: MONDAYS and THURSDAYS, 10 to 4.30.



Supplement to *“lbavbinger of |

Photo reproductions of some of the more remarkable Tablets brought tc

As this is the last reproduction of the tablets brought to
the circle, which, however interesting, form but a small
section of the remarkable “ apports ” of other kinds, it
may be as well to remind readers that similar ones are
to be found in Museums in different parts of the world.
Some of the more ancient ones, as the first on the upper
left hand of this picture, were brought from a mound
opened by a German company, and date at least 1500 b.c.,
others about 680 b.c. Their appearance when brought
fully bears out the statement concerning the places where
they are found.  All have to be carefully cleaned from
encrusted sand and debris before the inscriptions can be
read. Dr. Robinson, when translating these tablets

through the medium, said We, who are in spirit
world, can see these things very plainly, and having the
necessary power we have been enabled to bring aloiil
something like a hundred of these tablets, and it woulM
be no hard matter to supplement them by thousands
necessary. As 1 have told you before, the rains thT
fall at certain seasons in the valley of Mesopotamia, in'
conjunction with the winds, have crumbled to dust the
clay bricks, and these have covered up the. chambers
wherein these tablets are stored with many feet of sand
and dust, so that the tablets are perfectly preserved,
although they are sometimes broken in transit.”
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to Mr. T. W. Stanford’s circle through the mediumship of Charles Bailey

DESCRIPTION OF PICTURE.
Read from left to right, beginning at top row of tablets.

1ST Row.—1. This is really a miniature brick with ver Iarﬁe
Cuneiform writing. ~ It was broken when received. The
inscription reads “ Sargon, King of Assyria.”

2. This is a fragment crushed in the falling of the walls. The
inscription describes the building of Babylonish cities
which have not yet been recognised.

. 3. Names of gods, cities and provinces of Old Babylon.

4. An Astrological Tablet.

2nd Half Row.—1. A Contract Tablet, imperfect.

2. Broken in several pieces but rather interesting. It isim-
pressed with seals, and is of the reign of King Esar-
haddon.

3. A Terra-cotta Tablet, with symbol of Eternity.

4. One of the Astrological Tablets.

Third Row.—A coffin-shaped miniature, sometimes found
with miniature of person inside. This one is impressed
with a seal like Roval tablets, and is of terra-cotta.

2. Astronomical Tablet ; the same as we fully described in
December supplement.

w

Receipt for corn delivered to King Mar-duk, who reigned
about 700 B.c.

. Square Tablet, also broken, impressed with seals of Horus
Egyptian God.

5. This is a most rare and valuable tablet. It states that in
the reign of Nebuchadressar he built certain towers for
astronomical purposes. It must be remembered that
these tablets formed the libraries and records of the
ancients.

~



