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At the commencement of our last volume we took a 
retrospective view of the progress of Spiritualism and free 
thought, and predicted an increased ratio of progress 
for the former in the future. Our predictions in this 
respect have been amply verified, for in no previous 
period has Spiritualism demanded and obtained so much 
interest and attention as it has during the last twelve 
months. The report of the London Dialectical Society 
fell like a bombshell pmongst the antagonists of the phe­
nomenal facts, and, in spite of all that has or can bo said 
to the contrary, the report of Cqmmittees 1 and 2 are 
an absolute demonstration of the reality and objectivity 
of the phenomena.

The careful scientific experiments of Mr. Crookes, 
F.R.S.; the testimony of Alfred Wallace and Sergeant 
Cox; the publication of Robert Dale Owen’s Debatable 
Land; and several other first-class works bearing on 
Spiritualism by Trubner, Tinsley, and other leading En­
glish publishers; the astounding physical manifestations 
occurring in London ; and, lastly, the series of lectures 
by the well-known poet “ Gerald Masseyhave kept 
Spiritualism prominently before the British public, and 
tho evidences brought to light have somewhat modified 
the tone of some of the literary and scientific journals 
towards it. The ITestmiruter Review, in reviewing a 
recently published book*  attributed to Mr. Lewis, M.P., 
deals with the subject in a fair and impartial spirit, and 
counsels investigation. The Quarterly Journal of Science 

devotes ten pages to a fair and impartial review of Owen’s 
Debatable Land," and urges the necessity of scientific 

investigation, and the rabid opponents of Spiritualism are 
more scurrilous and untruthful than ever, as the ground 
passes from under their feet. The progress in Victoria 
and the adjacent colonies has been equally

* Hints for the Evidences of Spiritualism, by M. P.

gratifying.

The Sunday services, under the auspices of tho “Victorian 
Association of Progressive Spiritualists,” are well attend, 
ed, and, were they held in some more central place, 
would undoubtedly command still larger audiences. 
Thorecentpublic discussions of Spiritualism in Melbourne 
drew large and attentive audiences, whose sympathies 
were decidedly favorablo to tho subject, whilst tho strik­
ing physical manifestations at Castlomaino and Sand­
hurst, and well-attested instances of tho conveyance of 
ponderablo substances into closed rooms, are corrobora­
tive of similar events recorded as occurring in other 
partB of the world. A strong association of Spiritualists 
has been formed at Dunedin, whero Mr. Jas. Smith’s 
recent visit has giver, an impetus to the causo; but one 
of tho most notable evidences of progress is tho building 
and inauguration of the first spiritual Lyceum in Victoria 
—the “Stawell Spiritual Lyceum,” a full account of 
which appears in the present issue. This is an epoch in 
the annals of Victorian Spiritualism. Our Stawell 
friends have the credit of being the first in the fiold, but 
we have reason to believe that thoir good examplo will 
be very shortly followed in other districts. It is pro­
bable that by the time our next íbbuo is ready wo Bhall 
have amongst ub that talented lecturer and earnest 
Spiritualist, Mr. J. M. Peebles. We think the ground 
is ready for tho seed which he will sow. The increasing 
demand for spiritual news has necessitated the enlarge­
ment of this paper. When wo first started (two years 
since) the outside public had little confidonco in the 
stability of the subject of which we were the local expon­
ents, and there were not a few within our own ranks who 
doubted the possibility of establishing a journal whoso 
leading feature would bo tho then, and to some extent 
still, unpopular subject of Spiritualism, but we had hope 
and confidence from the first that a philosophy based 
upon truth and facts, must inevitably progress, and the 
result has justified our expectations. With this number 
the Harbinger of Light íb permanently enlarged to six­
teen pages, and we trust that another year will bring 
with it the necessity for a still further extension of its 
size and usefulness. While we feel grateful for the 
support our effort has received, and for the favorable 
notices of both the English and American press, we would 
urge upon our friends the necessity and duty of circula­
ting the Harbinger as widely as possible, and thereby 
aid in dispelling the erroneous impressions that are 
abroad in respect to our philosophy.
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How much would Truth be forwarded, and man gain 
ground in Truthful knowledge, if the practice of the 
journalist, were to encourage free discussion on popular 
and useful topics\for tibc purpose of communicating or 
eliciting Truth, rather than for the sake of gaining the 
victory in an argument upon any disputed point; a 
journal would then be what it should be from the name 
it bears ; a truthful record of public opinion ; for'if the 
journal of a merchant be supposed to be a truthful 
record of the daily transactions of the firm, how much 
more should these journals of the thoughts of men con­
tain truthful minutes of the various opinions held by 
men.

So long however, as one man having money, or any 
other power at his command, which enables him to buy 
the intellectual gift of his fellow man, and, bv such pur­
chase, give his single opinion to the world, through the 
pens of men of higner culture, and opposite and in most 
cases more advanced knowledge, so long will it bo im­
possible for the world to know, either in the present 
generation, or in those futjrc generations, which shall sit 
in judgment on the present, as wo do on the past; so 
long will it be impossible to judge of the truo state of 
civilization at which their generation has arrived, for 
while the educational prejudices of a few men, who hold 
such positions as make it a pecuniary necessity to per­
petuate these prejudices bo they never so absurd, aided 
oy sufficient power to do so, then so longmust ignorance 
appear to be in tho ascendant, the voice of the highly 
talented is forced into silence, while ignorant clamour 
makes itself heard, striving to ridicule that which it 
cannot disprove and doing an incalculable injustice to 
the generation in which it is allowed to bear sway.

Never perhaps was such a state of things more to be 
regretted, than in the present era, for in the centuries 
that are past, men’s minds wore more on a level, and 
only when some giant mind, (a giant because of its 
ranty) arose from the mass, and made itself heard by 
reason of its speciality, wore men much moved beyond 
the oven tenor of their way. Such men were not so 
much types of thoir generation, as they were forerunners, 
foreshadowers of future eras ; they were types of what 
all men might be, and it is as absurd to call that a 
golden age, in which such men could be specialized, as it 
would be to call this a dark era, because the mass of 
mediocre men, aro of sufficient culture, andhave sufficient 
power, to keep somewhat in the Bhade, and for a time 
stifle tho heaven-bom voice of the mon of progress, and 
of progressive science.

To return to our statement, that such a state of 
things as pertain to the journalism of the day, is more 
particularly to bo regretted now than at any former 
period ; it is so because men, in future ages, will point 
to the evidences of journalistic literature, as being tho 
opinions of the mass of learned men of high class intel­
lectuality, whereas nothing can be more erroneous; too 
many writers for tho periodicals of tho day, sell their 
abilities to the highest bidder, totally indifferent as to 
whether they are writing in the cause of Truth or Error, 
in many instances without having taken the trouble to 
consider whether, tho one side or other of the question 
be the truo one ; such men may be clever writers, but 
scarcely can be considered sb clever thinkers ; if they 
are they have a double charge to answer, for they belie 
the status of the age they live in.

Perhaps no greater proof of a nations’ or a pooples’ 
civilization can be given than the variety of now thoughts 
which arise in the minds of the thinkers and whether 
these be mere speculations or truthful deductions from 
other and more demonstrably ascertained data matters 
not; it shows that the intellectual organization of that 
P?°P, j ,or nat’on baa been quickened, and its vitdity 
Bhould be encouraged, and fostered, not repressed ■ had 
eveiy new thought which has been given to man by their 
daring, because superior fellow beings, been abandoned, 
merely because others of a less progressed status had 
tanghed at, and ridiculed such ideas ; where now would 
have been your suspension bridges, your steam-ships, 
your railways and your aerial ships, or your telegraphs? 
what would the wisest of your forefathers have ¿aid to 
the electric clock, much less to the electric cable ? ’

It is plainly then the duty of a journalist, if he would 
be the truthful exponent of the minds of mon, in his 
own generation, to oncourage the expression of every 
new thought, rather than to repress it; and while he is 
at perfect liberty to exclude all subject» which in his 
opinion savour of the ridiculous, and the unprofitable, 
yet when he does admit anything new, and to the 
general reader somewhat startling to his previous and 
may be cherished beliefs, it should be criticised with 
courtesy, and deference to the writers of such opinions; 
and while ho admits the freely spoken thoughts of those 
holding to one side of any subject, he should as freely 
admit the thoughts expressed by the opponents of such 
theories ; his own opinions when expressed, should be 
courteous and deferential to both ; and while maintain­
ing his true sentiments with boldness, and honesty, he 
should do so in such a manner as to court free discussion, 
rather than by a frivolous, and flippant-foot note, put. 
ting an end to both.

Wo must ever bear in mind that man isa progressiva, 
being, from his cradle to his grave, and that this is true 
both as regards man as an individual, and as a- race; 
that his progress may be either hastened, or retarded, 
by the accidental circumstances which surround him. 
Ilonco it is no sign of a man's weakness, no proof of his 
want of judgement, if we find him occasionally changing 
his opinions; let the most highly cultivated man ask 
himself how many times he ohanged his mind from 
infancy to manhood, from manhood to old age, before he 
attained to his present convictions ? if he be wise, 
and truthful he must answer, impossible to number, 
and by that wisdom only to be gained from past ex­
perience, he knowB well, that should he live another, 
threescore years and ten. he would doubtless change 
many of those he now holds, oftener than it would 
appear wise to do, in the opinion of the boor who never 
remembers to have had two opinions upon any subject 
It is no proof of a man’s sanity, to refuse to alter his 
opinions on good grounds, which had not before pre­
sented themselves to his notice; and remember, that 
however highly cultivated man may be; he does not 
know all that nature holds ip her grasp ; and which she 
jealously gives up only in Jitties; were she to give out 
too profusely, she would overwhelm her pupil, and con­
fusion would be the result; therefore when a man, 
declares to the world that he has discovered a new law 
in nature, ho has brought to light an old law, which has 
been awaiting the mind that could unravel it, from the 
beginning of time ; and the duty of the journalist, is to> 
interrogate his views, knowing that in such a case he 
must have been closely investigating the subject, and 
whether he has read the revelation correctly or not, can 
only be proved by further research, each fresh mind 
brought to boar upon it, is likely to throw some fresh 
light upon it.

Let each man respect the thoughts of all other men. 
and remember, that they are all the workings of a faculty 
implanted by one allwiso God and Father.

When a man presents you with something whioh 
belongs to your past experience, and which you have, 
rejected, or modified by further research, gently tell 
him so ; if he be wise, he will accept your reason for no 
longer believing it, and will himself further investigate 
it by the aid of Buoh light as you may have thrown upon 
it; in like manner receive any new information in a 
similar spirit 1 more real Truth would be elicited in this 
way, during one year, than has been possible during any 
century that has preceded the present one; especially u 
we take into consideration the masses of people who 
would be elevated by such a course, and become a lover 
power for the future. If such a course is essential for 
the private individual, how much more necessary is it as 
as a rule for the journalist, were such an enlightened 
practice to become general, and free discussion the l»w> 
not the exception: Truth would have nothing to fear. 
Truth is the type of Jehovah, and of His works, and lia® 
its great prototype, can never suffer, from investigation. 
Truth will stand every test ¡ what will not, is,not Truth 
but a fictitious semblance? and if Journals are 
records of truth, and. journalists,, champions of trut. ’ 
then must journalism be a- By stem of fearless, and trut • 
ful discussion ; as broad as Nature ; aspiring as high as
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tho author of Nature, and diving into tho deepest pro­
fundities of Nature’s secrets ; whether of the material 
world or of mind. e

(Tho above Article was written impressionally, by a 
who had never studied tho subject it treats 

upon.—ED- H. ■£■]

CbmmunicnfHWs for insertion in thia Journal thould be 
plainly written, and at ooneiee at poeeible. 

SCIENCE v. SPIRITUALISM.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HABBINOEB OF LIGHT. ,

Sib,—I was one of those who attended tho late 
disputations between Mr. Blair and Mr. Tyermau on 
the subject of Spiritualism, and I must say, though I 
know very little about it, I could not help thinking that 
Mr. Blair, notwithstanding his assertions to tho con­
trary allowed an amount of prejudice and superstition 
in dealing with it which did little credit to his learned 
and scientific pretensions. Mr. Blair according to his 
.own statement has never made a practical investigation 
of any of the phenomena of spiritualism ; how then can 
he prosume to give any opinion in rogard to them ? 
Ho says that if we accept the teachings of Spiritualism 
wo should at once shut up our libraries, burn our books 
and close our Common Schools, but I reply, sir, that if 
we are not to investigate these phenomena in a 
scientific manner, we should at once refrain from study­
ing all the other phenomena of nature. I believe that 
Mr. Blair places Spiritualism among what are called 
“ black arts, I am surprised in theso days of progress 
to hear anyone talk of “ black arts.” Wo know that in 
anciont times the practice of these arts, whatovor they 
wore, was forbidden, but the injunction arose from 
motives of policy rather than ot morality, and wo have 
evory roason for believing that theso “ black arts ” as 
thoy are termed, were nothing more than arts which 
woro not generally known nor understood. But Mr. 
Blair is evidently Buperatitoue; he boliovos in Satanic 
agoncy, and when the phenomena of Spiritualism aro 
brought under his notice, instead of examining them 
fairly and scientifically to see whether or not some newly 
discovered natural forces have been developed ho stands 
aghast, and shrinks in honor from them as an unholy 
and unclean thing. Spiritualism claims I believe to 
givo us a new revelation. It may do so ; wo know that 
spiritual truths have only been gradually rovoalod from 
time to time, as the human race became prepared for 
thorn, and perhaps a higher revelation has still to bo 
made. But putting aside this view of tho caso I say 
that all the phenomena of nature may bo lawfully in­
vestigated, and that to deny their existence without 
enquiry is in the highest degree irrational.

I am, &c. 
DELTA.

____ ________o------------
THE SANDHURST SPIRIT-HAND AND THE 

MELBOURNE PUBLIC DISCUSSION.

“ At another sitting each person in the circle who wore a ring had 
it gently removed by a spirit-hand, the hand being seen afteiwards 
with all tho rings on its fingers, and after displaying itself by turn­
ing about, shomng the back and palm two or three times, inverted 
•^self, arid cast the rings upon the table."—"Zacidentr of m Life,'" 
by D. D. Home.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.
8ib—Referring to the public discussion between the 

B^v. Mr. Tyerman and Mr. Blair, it occurs to me that 

the truth of Spiritualism might have been more distinctly 
demonstrated had they narrowed the issue to the truth 
°r .otherwise of the one fact, viz—was the specified 
ep»^t-hand seen at Sandhurst or not ? That one fact 
decided in the affirmative upon evidence would (accord­
jog to.the dictates of reason and common sense) tend to 
«•tablish the truth of spiritual presence, visibly and 
Actively among us, and flctf I believe is the whole quee- 
tion.

There were a number of witnesses who saw it, and if 
they would allow their names, addresses, and vocations, 
to appear in print as witnesses of the phenomenon, such 
evidence would toll with greater weight upon the masses 
than all the rest of tho matter adduced at the discussion. 
I 8U^gesti therefore, that you apply to the chairman of 
the circle for such information, and with their per­
mission, publish it, at tho foot of this letter.

The masses disbelieve because the press and tho pul­
pit havo befooled them, that such a phenomenon, and such 
phenomena, are incredibly extraordinary. If they would 
refer to tho various spiritual journals, and other spirit­
ualistic literature, they would find that exactly tho same 
phenomena have been witnessed in late years, about a 
million times before, by witnesses of ordinary trustwor­
thiness. If wo couple this fact with the additional 
report of another illustration of the same phenomena it 
would require more credulity to disbelieve than to be­
lieve, the perfect truth of the fact of the witnesses having 
seen, what they aver they saw.

I am, Sir,
Your obdt. Servant, 

CALDECOTT.

THE SANDHURST SPIRIT-HAND.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIOHT.
Sib—As somo doubt has boon thrown by our oppo­

nents upon my stato'ipoDt with reference to a spirit-hand 
having been seen at our circle, I beg, in the interests of 
truth, to forward for publication in the next issue of tho 
Harbinger the subjoined document. I may add that I 
did not see the arm and hand myself, my attention hav­
ing been attracted to tho involuntary movement of the 
young medium's arm and to tho half-crown, which tho 
whole circle, including myself, saw fall into her open 
hand. The lamp was burning brightly at the time, and 
the half-crown appeared to us all, to fall from the coiling 
in a sort of zig-zag form. One or two saw also a white 
cloud above hor, whilst, thoso who havo signed below 
saw tho arm and hand quito plainly, although only visible 
for a moment or two. I may also state that tho fullest 
relianop may bo placed on tho veracity of those signing.

Yours ever,
THE CHAIRMAN.

We, tho undersigned members of the Sandhurst circle, 
hereby beg to corroborate in every particular the state­
ment which appeared in tho Harbinger for July, respect­
ing the appearance (plainly visible to us) of a beautifully- 
shaped spirit arm and hand, betwixt the ceiling and the 
medium. Tho light was burning brightly on tho contre 
of the table at tho time, and tho phenomenon appeared 
draped, and was clearly seen by ui>. It appeared to bo 
the arm and hand of a female. We were not in any 
way deceivod, and profor to bolieve the evidence of our 
senses to anything which those who were not present 
may choose to say to tho contrary.
f Willm. Jno. Mabteix.
Sandhurst, Emma Cattrni.

17th August, 1872. Josehh Willimib.
------------o-----------  ■

THE DEAN OP MELBOURNE, vertut LORD 
ADARE AND LORD LINDSAY.

CONTRA.
“That Lord Linds*;  in his sober senses should have imagined 

that he saw a man wafted in and out of * window, when he was 
not, is only a degree less wonderful, than that Mr. Home should 
have performed the exploit, and it would be a disgrace to our in­
telligence if we woro to lot such things pass without a close and 
searching examination."—“ Spiritism," by theDean ofMelbourne, 
Page 6.

FRO.
“ All ‘ha* wo can say is, that these manifestations appear to ns 

to be in the highest dogroe improbable, but here we are met by 
the evidence that improbable or not, they have taken 
place. We are narrowed into this alternative, that either Mr. 
Home is an imposter, or that spiritualism is true. We must also 
note the strangeness of the fact, that Mr. Hams has never been 
detected, if indeed he is an imposter. To raise himself to a hori­
zontal position near tho ceiling, to play tones upon guitar» to»., 
these would require elaborate machinery. But these things have 
been done in palo-es, and private houses, n every part of Ewiopc. 
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If we believe Mr. Home to be an imposter, we «hall have to sup­
pose that a number of noblemen and gentlemen have knowingly 
aided the deceit."—Incidente of My Life, B. D, D. Home, p. 34.

It is mwuming the negative in advance; it is a taking for granted 
that the phenomena in quc><tion arc curious only, and speculative 
in their character, leading to nothing solid and of value, and can­
not 'possibly establish ultra-mundane interference. If they do 
establish such interference, lie must be a hardy, or reckless man 
who shall ask. “ Where is the good f ” • • ♦ .

And he must be a sceptic past saving, who has critically ex­
amined the phenomena in question, without reaching the conclu­
sion. that, how inaccurately soever they may have been interpreted 
until now, our liest piwers of reason are worthily taxed to deter­
mine their exact character.—Footfalls on the Boundary of Another 
World, by R. Ü. Owen. Pages 8. 15.

TO THE EDITOR OP TIIE HARBINGER OF LIOHT.

gIBj—Ah you cannot find spaco in your September 
number for my second and third letters upon the sub- 
ject of “The Dean of Melbourne and Modern Miracles,” 
I contribute a short letter referring to the above quota­
tion from the Dean’s pamphlet.

The Dean will find in Mr. Home’s well-known book 
(Incidents of my life) accounts given (chiefly by others) 
of about twenty instances of Mr. Home’s levitations be­
fore witnesses of the highest standing— as this book 
was published nine years back, it cannot include the 
lovitations of lato years—under theso circumstances, it 
must surely bo a wrong judgment on the pnrt of the 
Dean, to judge a twenty-first repetition of the same phe­
nomena, a dogroo more wonderful than the supposition 
of deceived imaginings on the part of Lord Adarc and 
Lord Lindsay.

I say in all reason and common sense ho ought on the 
contrary, to havo judged the unprecedented deceived 
imaginings of theso two Lords, a vast degree more won- 
dorful, than one more of Mr. Home's ordinary, and pre- 
cedented levitations.

The levitations had often been borne witness to be­
fore, but no ono has borne witness to any deceived 
imaginings in reference to Buch phenomena, the records 
of which had not only been in publication, but in large 
circulation for nine years.

The Dean most assuredly conveys to the mind of the 
orthodox, (who know no bettor) the falso impression, 
that Mr. Homo was not levitated but that the witnesses 
made an unaccountable mistake. Is this misrepresenta­
tion of the truth, justifiable on the Dean's part, under 
the circumstances of opportunities for learning the 
truth, during the last nine years ?

Is not the Dean in the position of the barrister who 
addresses the court, unacquainted with the leading facts 
which constitute tho turning point, and seal the fate of 
the case.

All perversion of the truth, must do harm ; all eluci­
dation of the truth must do good. When the laity 
thus find such groat errors in the facts and figures of 
the clergy, they will bo likely with good reason to sus­
pect senous error in the anti-spiritUAlistic calculations 
and deductions of those clergymen who are so much out 
in important facts if wrong in the supposition of exist­
ence or otherwise of such facts of human levitation, why 
not equally wrong in all that belongs to their origin, 
design, and good or bad effects ? The foregoing obser­
vations reflect so severely on the sound judgment of the 
Dean, that tho most charitable view to take of the 
matter will be, to suppose that he was not aware of the 
previous levitations or which I have spoken, and which 
he will find in the following pages of Mr. Home’s book 
62, 66, 172, 192, 2M, 211, 220, 225, 286, 260, 264, 265’, 
267,272,805. _ '

Had the Dean read thèse passages, two advantages 
would have followod. In the first place ho would not 
have misled the public by that unscriptural folly of 
answering a matter before hearing it, and in the second 
place he would have placed himself in a position to Bay 
(Acts 28 chapter, 9 ver«e) “ We find no evil in this man 
but if a spirit, or an angel hath spoken to him, let us 
not fight against God."

I am, sir,
Your obdt. Servant. 

W.
P.8.—In case the Dean of Melbourne should think 

Mr. Home's book beneath his notice I extract four lines 
from the 87th page, 2nd voL, “ Tho Literary Times;

March 21st 1863 said. “ In conclusion we have but to 
state that should the * Incidents in my Life ’ be a true 
and honest book, it is one of the most important work 
ever presented to the world.”

--------o-------
SOUTH AUSTRALIA,

Adelaide, August 16M, 1872. 
There is but little to report from this neighborhood. 
It wbb rumoured that an association to investigate Snir. 
itualism was to be formed, but up to the time at which I 
write I havo heard of nothing definite being done, but 
am under the impression that stops will be taken to ex­
amine the question and decido wnother Spiritualism is 
from heaven or of man.

Wo are expecting to rccoivo a visit from Mr. Tycrman 
and I think that were ho to come hero he would find 
that there is a largo number of peoplo in this place ruffi. 
ciently interested in the matter to listen to his lectures 
upon the question. Of course there is plenty of preju- 
dice here which would engonder opposition, but perhaps 
that would be the very thing to assist the progress of 
the work. All I hope is that Mr. Tycrman will make 
up his mind to pay us a visit, and we shall see how far 
South Australia will assist tho progress of 8piriti«m. 
Some intorcst has boon felt in the matter on account of 
the daily Register reprinting verbatim the garbled reports 
of tho Argus about the Tycrman v. Blair discussion, but 
I am pleased to see that many people had sense enough 
to seo that the Argus was prejudiced in the matter, and 
that tho reports published were assisted by that preju­
dice. I do not think, however, that the Register ia in 
any way prejudiced in the question in reprinting from 
the Argus, but simply took the only available report 
Tho Argus is the only Melbourne daily paper that is 
sent here, and so I suppose the Register did tho best it 
could, for tho press here, with all its faults—and they are 
many—usually give all parties fair play; and if they 
misrepresent any one, usually throw open their columns 
to correct any false impressions that may have been 
formed.

Last Saturday’s Gawler Bunyip, one of the oldest 
country papers in the colony, published a long letter 
from an anonymous correspondent, in which tho rise, 
progress, and present condition, of modern Spiritism 
were briefly detailed ; and as Mr. Tyerman’s namo was 
mentioned a copy has been sent to him, and you will be 
able to see whether or no the letter referred to is worth 
criticising. It is written in a fair spirit, evidently by 
one halting between two opinions, and able and willing 
to give to all sides of the question a fair and candid hear­
ing.

It is rumoured that Mr. W. H. Mitchell is preparing 
a lecture upon “ Modern Spiritism,” which is to bo de­
livered in and around Adelaide. How far tho rumour 
is to bo relied upon remains to bo seen ; but, should ho 
venture to lecture upon the subject, you may depend 
upon it that I shall send you a brief report for your 
noxt number.

The Register having mentioned that there is * 
probability of Mr. Tycrman visiting this colony, 
the information will be copied into other papers, so that 
his intended visit will be well advertised. M. W.

MR. J. M. PEEBLES.

We are in receipt of a letter from Mr J. M. Peebles 
(dated East Saginaw Michagan, June 10th, 1872), in 
which he informs us of his intention to leave San Fran­
cisco, en route for Melbourne, some time in August, bo 
that we may fully expect his arrival amongst us about 
the end of this month. We have also much pleasure in 
announcing that Dr. E. C. Dunn accompanies Mr. 
Peebles as a friend and travelling companion. Dr. Dunn 
is a medium of no mean order, “both trance and healing, 
and, although hie visit here is unprofessional, his object 
being to see more of the wnrld, we trust that many wl 
have the opportunity of profiting by hie mediumistic 
power. It is contemplated to hold a soiree as soon as 
practicable after Mr. Peebles’ and Dr. Dunn’s arrival, 
for the Durpose of giving them a hearty welcome.
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THE NEW SPIRITUAL LYCEUM AT STAWELL.

Oub Pleasant Creek friends and co-workers in the divine 
cause of intellectual progression have much reason to 
be proud and highly thankful to the Infinite Source of 
all Light for the cheering success attending their united 
efforts to finally dispel the terribly sable clouds of super-' 
rtitious darkness that have so long enveloped mankind. 
It is but a few months ago since some seven liberated 
souls determined upon regularly meeting together for a 
short time every Sunday to hold an interchange of spiri­
tual thoughts and ideas. In a short time they wore 
branded by their more orthodox friends as the “ seven 
heretics however, their numbers so rapidly increased 
until the room wherein the meetings were hold became 
uncomfortably crowded, an effort was then made to 
secure the hall of East Stawell Mechanics' Hnttttution, 
but, notwithstanding their tendering a good sum for its 
use in the evenings, the small local sectarian body known 
as “ Baptists,'' who occupied it during the forenoon only, 
would not, under any consideration, allow the hall to bo 
used for any such purpose, they alleging as a cause that 
Spiritists would contaminate the building, whereupon 
Meproprietorof the Commercial Assembly Booms (Mr. C. 
“• Bauerbrey), in the most generous manner, granted 
the free use of his spacious hall for an unlimited period, 
he finding all lights and every other requisite to make 
our friends comfortable during their evening services. 
As their numbers became permanently augmented they 
formed into a branch of the Victorian Association of 
Progressive Spiritualists, and feeling the great necessity 
tohave a suitable place for instructing both young and 
old a commendable effort was made, when every member 
nianfully, and in the most practical manner, came to the 
rescue—hence the erection of the first of many such 
halls of progress in Victoria. The accompanying engrav- 
Mg (from a photograph by Mr. Parker,) will convey an 
idea as to its appearance; the walls are of four­
teen inch brick work, fifteen feet high by forty feet in 
length, and twenty-six feet broad, in the clear, plastered 
inside and otherwise beautifully finished, having a neat 

raised platform, whereon stands an elegant telescopic 
reading desk and three chairs; there are comfortable 
seats to accommodate about 250 people, an efficient choir 
of some twenty, conducted by Mr. Bishop, whose 
performance upon the beautiful harmonium belong­
ing to the body, produces tho most delightful strains 
of exquisite music, the acoustic preperties of tho Hall 
being surprisingly good. Tho ground whereon the 
building stands is substantially ienced all round, and 
several choice trees and shrubs tastefully planted in front; 
and, should a necessity ariso for an extension of tho Hall 
(which, judging from events auent its origin, and the 
large attendance at its opening and on the following Sun­
day, must, ere long, become imperative), there is some 
60 feet of spare ground whereon to extend. The pro­
moters have carefully avoided tho peculiarly orthodox 
method of obtaining funds for building, Ac., through the 
gambling processes of bazaars, lea fights, Ac., and 
practically manifested their heterodox ideas by enriching 
the local hospital to tho extent of £18 from tho opening 
collections. Wo omitted to state that the Hall is lighted 
by six double pendant globe lamps, and tho platform by 
two suitable bracket lamps with shades. It is intended 
to use the building during the week evenings for 
lectures on secular subjects; on the forenoon of 
every Sunday -• as a Children's Lyceum ; and on 
Sunday evenings for lectures and readings bearing upon 
thegreat Harmonial philosophy, and in all probability our 
respected friend and earnest co-worker Mr B.S. Nayler,who 
is under a lengthened engagement to our Stawell friends, 
will open elocution and drawing classes during the 
week-days, assisted by his amiable and highly ac­
complished life-partner “ Bessy,” as he delights to 
call her; a library will also be added to the comforts , 
of the hall at an early date. The course of secular lec­
tures were commenced by James Smith, Esq., of Mel­
bourne, on the 18th August, to a large ana intelligent 
auditory, including all the local school teachers, on 
“ Education,” (magnetically received) the ideas therein

'X
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being bo painfully true and condemnatory of the present 
pernicious forcing system as to cause one of the said 
teachers, a Mr. Honry Hayden, to announce his inten­
tion of refuting (?) the arguments and ideas set forth 
by way of a lecture, in the Lyceum, which will be fol­
lowed by a phrenological lecture by Mr. J. McLean, to 
practically demonstrate from casts, skulls, diagrams and 
children present, the truths disclosed through Mr. Smith 
and how lamentably ignorant school teachers generally 
are of the temperaments and mental capabilities of chil­
dren placed under their care. We cannot do better than 
furnish our readers with a few extracts from the 
local newspapers bearing upon the opening services ofthe 
building, copies of which we obtained with some difficulty, 
the demand exceeding the supply, notwithstanding 
the printing of many additional copies by each proprie­
tor:—

Pleasant Oreek Ohronicle, Aug. 13th, 1872.

The Lyceum in Sloane-street, built for the use of the 
StawellSpiritists,was formally opened on Sundaymorning 
last, the 11th inst. The room is very nicely finished inside, 
its dimensions being 26 x 40, well lit, and its acoustic 
properties excellent. A neat platform and reading desk 
are provided for the use of lecturers, and the sitting 
accommodation leaves nothing to be desired. Tho 
building is of brick with stone facings, fenced around, 
and erected at a cost of over £5(X), the architect Mr.
G. C. Inskip.

At half past ten the different speakers appeared, when 
the doors wore thrown open. Those present included 
noarly all who are identified with tho movement here, 
among whom wore several ladies. Tho singing was ex­
cellent, one or two of the anthems being rendered by 
the choir with a precision that took many by surpriso. 
Mr. Bishop presided at the harmonium. Each 
address was followed by an anthem or hymn.

Mr. McLean (President) was tho first speaker. He 
said tho purposo for which tho Hall was erected re­
minded him vory much of tho old story of Alexander 
and Diogcnos. It had been inquired by one of lofty 
character what was truth ? If it was so difficult to 
learn on earth, was it so, in Heaven ? If, it were truo 
that man was tho creature of progression his advances 
would be slow ; centuries passed bofore the system of 
planetary worlds was accepted, and Aristotle's system 
of induction was long in 'being recognised. It was tho 
same with moral as with natural science. Their search 
after truth must bo painful and toilsome ; they must 
dig down in ignorance and darkness, but certainty 
would eventually crown their efforts. The question was 
most important to them, what was tho future state of 
existence ? and how could they assimilate their earthly 
condition to tho heavenly ? Man must depend upon 
his fellow man for light on this great topic, but how 
small was their capacity for tho task. Should they 
abandon the search in despair ? disheartened by its 
difficulties and unable to grope through the dust and 
rubbish which encumbered it ? work like men or fail 
like fools ? Personally, he would never cease to fear­
lessly search after truth. The speaker concluded by 
reciting a poem, which showed how apt mankind were to 
cling to the opinions of their predecessors, and blamo 
their opponents for being wrong; and how all discoveries 
had been on their introduction disbelieved.

Mr. Nayler said, Shakspeare had declared, there was 
no darkness but ignorance; knowledge the wing 
wherewith we fly to Heaven. Music was not so charming 
to the ear, as knowledge to the mind. This hall wu 
erected by the philanthropic to promulgate truth, and 
its founders were entitled to the thanks of Victoria, 
as well as of Stawell. The haU was a stand­
ing reproach to that church which received four millions 
five hundred thousand pounds per annum, for teaching 
the people; yet Etagland had five millions of adults 
who could not read, and eight millions who could not 
wnte their own names. Hundreds of England's great­
eat men »prang from the agricultural and working 
claases., The speaker gave a list of names famous in 

•’“^ Politica, Md theology, with a sketch 
of their humble origin. What scores of their country­
men had done, they could do if they had the 

manliness 'to sot about it. This day he began life 
afresh. He had experienced many losses and cro-., 
but, though in his 77th year, ho did not bate onejot 

of hope. Magnanimity did not consist in never falling 
but in rising after a fall. “ I can't,” never effected any.' 
thing great or good; “ I'll try,” had done wonders; and 
*• I will,” had reduced mountains to mole-hills. Poten­
tates might make men great, but groat men made them­
selves. The philanthropic builders of this Hall in. 
tended it for a school during week days, a lecture room 
in the evenings, and for religious instruction on Sundays. 
The fate of tho colony depended on the instruction of 
youth; and tho enlightened of Stawell could not 
longer endure the dry-as dust sermons and 
petrified creeds of orthodoxy. Tho churches thought 
they were lenient if they only deemed them 
changelings, and not infidels. Should any such 
be present, ho would tell them that a man ot 
sense often changed his opinions, a blockhead never. 
In his youth ho had been instructed in the pernicious 
doctrines of Methodism, and had subsequently found 
much difficulty in unlearning what ho had been taught; 
and after mature thought, he had put away the heathenish 
notions of Paul, and accepted tho pure religion of Jesus as 
delivered in His matchless sermon on Mount Olivet. 
Thirty years ago, the laws of England would not have 
protected them from outrage, had they publicly held doc­
trines adverse to those of the State Church. But amid all 
the changes of civilisation, that Church also had changed. 
Many of its dignitaries had dealt blow upon blow at 
that stupendous structure which priestly religion had 
erected, and pronounced opinions which fifty years ago 
would not have been tolerated.

Mr. Walters (Vice-President) said it had been asked 
by those whoso words were entitled to respect, What is 
your object in erecting this building ? and he thought 
it a duty to express his own personal feelings on the 
subject. The fullest toleration would bo here given to 
all classes. Every thinking man must have his individ­
ual conception of tho Deity according to the light that 
was in him. It followed, therefore, that in the great 
population of tho world there would bo a multitude of 
different beliefs. Still, if tho man was true to his own 
God, he did his duty, and this was the religion -of the 
soul. Any elaborate creed, therefore, was opposed to 
the great principles of love and charity taught by Josub. 
Every man was endowed with certain talents which he 
was expected to use fop the good of his fellows, and any 
neglect of this, was a sin, and must be followed by that 
bitter remorse, the inevitable consequences of wrong 
doing. The soul never died, and trials but fitted it for 
the happiness to come hereafter. These precepts had 
during many years being lying dormant within him. and 
he looked to tho establishment of this Hall as a means 
of encouragement and strength. There was a great lack 
of that education which taught their erring brethorn 
that the hand which made them was divine. These 
were the objects for which he had assisted in erecting 
the Hall, and with Mr. Nayler's aid he hoped to witness 
their accomplishment.

Mr. James Smith said, the discourse he was about to 
read was not his production in either words, thoughts, 
or sentiments. He mentioned this that they might not 
ascribe to him the credit of a work which was not his 
own, but that they might through its instrumentality be 
led to thank Him who was the source of all goodness 
and wisdom. He then read a communication magnet­
ically received, which was designed to answer the ques­
tion, Where or what is Heaven ? There was nothing, 
the communication said, which so engaged the attention 
of nhil isophers and theologians as this intenoimiorry, 
and no subject the study of which so soon plunged them 
into the dark realms of uncertainty ; and yet, there was 
nothing which might more easily be learnt if they ordered' 
themselves with childlike submission to His will. Heav­
en was not a locality, but a state or condition ; Heaven 
was Love, and was situated here among them, and was 
not enjoyed solely under the conditions of a new exist­
ence. The spiritual life commenced in this world, to be 
perfected in that happier region into which they were 
ushered when passing the portals of the grave. Ad 
evolution was the great and everlasting law of matter; 
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likewise evolution or progression was the law of spiritual 
things : the law was the same applied either to spiritual 
subjects or to temporal, to finite or eternal. Each 
integral portion of that great whole they designated 
creation had similar laws ; there was not one code of • 
regulations for one planet of the system, and another for 
its neighbor, there was not one divine law, and one 
human; all were the same. He who held the key to 
unlock the mysteries • of nature, could unfold the secrets 
of the spiritual kingdom * * Hell was the bitter fruit 
and appropriate place of disobedience ; vice and crime, 
disease and follv were abnormal, and were all faults 
traccablo to disobedience, Giving lovo to God and love 
to man all evil disappeared, and in place of the establish­
ment of the kingdom of hell they had the restoration of 
happiness. On what easy terms, therefore, did they 
obtain it! by a return to obedience, and by the re­
establishment of those glorious truths originally taught 
by Christ, but distorted by man * * *They,  in common 
with those who termed themselves orthdox Christians, 
were accustomed to say with bowed heads and supplica­
tory voice, “ Hallowed be Thy Name, Thy will be done,” 
but did they endeavor to procure the advent or main­
tenance of that kingdom ? Was it come when no man 
listed, and without any visible causo? If they were 
earnest in the petition they would mark what followed, 
“ On Earth as it is in Heaven;” they would understand, 
that for the kingdom of God to be among them, the will of 
God would have to be as willingly and entirely obeyed 
here, as in those spheres where obedience to God formed 
the highest delight of perfect intelligences. Heaven 
could be as completely enjoyed here, as in any unknown 
place to which the enfranchized spirit of man ascended. 
Ohoy could not see or understand all things, but it was 
assured that the spiritual life must be commenced in 
this world. The speaker here pointed out how the state 
of Heaven might bo received through the avenue of the 
senses, and in an eloquent peroration painted the happi­
ness which, by obedience to natural and spiritual laws, 
it was possible for man to secure on earth.

After singing a hymn, Mr. Nayler gave an address, in 
which he detailed the differences in the views of the 
churches and spiritism, in regard to many prominent 
doctrines, especially that referring to-the .Trinity, which 
the speaker maintained had no” authority from Scripture. 

'In-support of the Unity of the Godhead, ho quoted a 
number of texts, and accused the Book of Common 
Prayer with the creation of idols.

A’ collection was made towards defraying expenses.

Addresses were delivered in the evening, to a 
crowded auditory, by Messrs. Smith, Nayler, and Crollin. 
The two collections amounted to £11 11s.

Pleasant Ore:T Newt, Aug. 13th, 1872.
Tho Stawell Lyceum, in which the services of the 

Progressive Spiritists will in future be held, was 
opened on Sunday last, and the opening services, morn­
ing,and evening, were numerously attended.

The services, as may be imaginecd/difler from those of 
any established Christian Church, and a chance visitor 
is struck by the entire simplicity and absence of those 
formalities which are more or less characteristics of all 
places of worship.

The speakers occupied a platform at one end of tho 
building, each in turn delivering an address or lecture. 
After singing of hymns by the choir and congregation, 
Mr. McLean delivered an address. He alluded to tho 
objects for which the hall was opened.

After singing, by the congregation, Mr. B. S. Nayler 
read an address.

Mr. Walters, in referring to the opening of the hall, 
expressed the hope that the fullest toleration would be 
given therein to free enquiry on all those most sacred 
subjects that tended to elevate humanity, and to make 
its attributes more nearly to resemble the Divine.

Mr. James Smith read lectures, morning and 
evening.

The morning lecture was on the subject of the King­
dom of Heaven, showing that it must be entered upon 
here, in order to become a reality hereafter; that perfect 
happiness was designed to be the lot of man on earth ; 

that all his mental and physical faculties were bestowed 

upon him for that purpoiMl; that nature herself was a 
perpetual minister of deli^I^t; thart disease, vice, and 
crime were abnormal; and that these were the product 
and penalty of disobedience to the will of the Most 
High.

At the evening services Mr. Nayler, and Mr. Crellin, 
of Stawell, took part, the latter delivering the following 
address:

I almost wish that none were present hero to-night 
but those of us who are made by the same way of think­
ing into one spiritual family, so that we could rejoice 
together without restraint, and see reflected in each 
other's faces the happiness of the thought that we have 
now a home, under whose roof we, brothers and sisters, 
children of the Great Parent, can come and talk of the 
greatness and goodness of our Father; enquire of each 
other's welfare, and assist each other, and be assisted in 
return by tho operation of the constant and beautiful 
law of reciprocity which makes it more blessed to give 
than receive ; assist each other in building up of kindly 
thoughts, and kindly words and deeds, that “ habitation 
not made with hands eternal in the heavens.” Let no 
one think that we have put our hand to this work in any 
spirit of pride or self-conceit, or lovo of notriety. What 
wo have done is of necessity. I remained in the Church 
of England, in which I had been brought up, until I felt 
myself alone in the congregation. Tho communion of 
saints, tho communion of spirit or thought no longer ex­
isted, I was a stranger in the midst of strangers. 
What they apparently received as truth, I regarded as 
untrue; neither what they hoped for, nor what they 
dreaded, had any charm or terror for me. I was alone 
—for fifteen years alone. Ah! what misery to be spirit­
ually isolated from your fellow men ; to be self-excom­
municated from tho assemblies met to render homage to 
tho Great Creator ; to bo driven by the spirit into tho 
wilderness of loneliness. Although the angels of God 
may minister to you; although truth and conscience may 
give you fortitude; although you may stand in a clearer 
light and bo nearer God ; still the human heart will cry 
aloud for human sympathy. What joy then to meet 
with companions in your solitude, whq, you are assured, 
will never leave you or forsake you ; whose intellects 
embraco tho same faith ; whose hearts beat to the happi­
ness of the samo hope. Then only is the lullness of 
happiness attained, when tho love of God, and tho love 
of man, make sweet melody in the soul. For tho incrcaso 
of this happiness, in prayer and in hope, was this house 
built. To it we invite all wandering brothers and sisters 
who are spiritually homeless ; who in tho wide waste of 
theologies can find no resting pilace; who hungering and 
thirsting can find elsewhere no satisfying spiritual food. 
If there are any, and we doubt not that there are many, 
whose every spiritual want is thoroughly satisfied by ex­
isting means; who can seo no imperfection in their 
palace of truth ; who think tho sweep of tho circumfer­
ence of their charity wide enough, weir aspirations high 
enough, their vision clear enough—for these, thoy must 
remain on the path their own light shows them, until 
tho broadening light of the coming day reveals to them 
a better—for the time will como when

“ The mom, from his cold crown 
And crystal silence creeping down. 
Shall Hood with full daylight glebe and town.”

But if there is one, and do doubt thero are some with 
strong intellect ' and strong religious feeling, divorced 
the one from tho other, producing unhappiness 
and discord in the soul; yearning to worship God 
in spirit and truth, to worship him not only with all the 
sou.l and all the strength, but with all the mind also; 
longing to sing His praises, not with the lips only but 
with the understanding also; to him we would say 
“ Brother, come with us, and it may be the harmony of 
thy being shall be restored, and peace, long banished 
perhaps, return to Thee—a peace which is the only true 
happiness in this life, and the full assurance, of a higher 
happiness in a higher life to come, which shall be meted 
out to each of us by immutable law, in such measure as 
we have rendered our natures capable of receiving.”
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Ararat Advertiser, August 13th 1872.

The first building erected in Victoria by the Progres­
sive Spiritists, was opened on Sunday last, and the 
services of this body, which will thereafter bo continued, 
will be conducted by the Ibcal leaders of the movement. 
The structure, which has been already described in these 
columns, is a plain but neat-building, capable of accom­
modating some two hundred persons. The. interior re­
sembles most other places of worship, being furnished 
with rows of seats, and showing an elevated platform' 
from which the speakers address those assembled. 
Occupying the platform in the morinng were M. J. 
Smith "(of Melbourne), Mr. B. S. Naylor (who has lately 
come to reside at Stawell), Mr. J. McLean, and*M r. 
Walters.

Perhaps the most noticeable feature to a stranger on 
taking his seat amongst the audience, is the absence of 
that restraint which generally prevails amongst congre­
gations of other churches. In this instance, it might be 
observed that the audience chatted frequently, though 
in ahushedway, and that the remarks made by those who 
addressed them, were often received with more marked 
evidences of amusement or applause than might have 
been expected. The effect of this, however, was far 
from displeasing. There was apparently a sociality, and 
absence of frigidity, and an evident avoiding of “ form,” 
that put the stranger at ease directly. On the seats 
wero distributed a number of slips, on which were 
printed the hyrns to be sung in the courso of the service. 
The choir sang admirably, and opened by rendering the 
117th Psalm. This was followed by a short address from 
Mr. McLean, having reference to the value and beauty 
of truth * * * The choir next sang a piece commencing as 
follows:—

“ On this auspicious, happy day,
To Him who holds the sovereign sway, 

O'er earth, sea, air and sky, 
We consecrate this public hall; 
And now, most fervently we call, 

For inllucncc from High."

Mr. Nayler gave the next address which dealt princi­
pally with the value of knowledge and education.

An anthem was next sung by the choir, when Mr. 
Walters addressed a few well chosen nnd well delivered 
words, which had reference to the opening and the uses 
to which it was intended to put the Hall.

Another hymn having been sung, Mr. J. Smith, of 
Melbourne, rose to read a lecture on “ The Locality of 
Heaven.” Neither the ideas, the opinions, nor the style 
of diction therein entertained, were, ho said, in .any sense 
his own, but had been given to him by the higher intel­
ligences. Mr. Smith is one of the best readers we have 
heard; his voice is well adapted for a reading such as 
that which ho gave on Sunday. The cultivated style 
and educated pronunciation of the speaker was very 
pleasing, and attracted and kept the marked attention 
of the audience. No extract from the lecture could 
possibly convey a fair idea of the eonsentaneousness 
which marked it throughout. It read as a master-piece 
of composition and imagery, without that floridness 
which imagery often bestows, Those parts of the 
address which dwelt upon the heaven that was around 
us and about us, if we but obeyed the laws of nature (a 
synonym the speaker said of God), displayed passages 
of rare excellence from a literary point of view. The 
description of the pleasures to be enjoyed in studying 
the evervarying face of nature, and the phases presented 
by that variableness were poetical in the truest sense of 
the word.

It is but just to state, that throughout the addresses 
and the singing, there was nothing of the ludicrous pre­
sented, of which we, hear so much in connection with 
spiritists. True, the doctrines taught were far differ­
ent to the prevailing belief of the present day, but the 
news expounded were argued in a manner that was 
clear and sequent. The address of Mr. Smith was emi­
nently characterized by these qualities, although one of 
the. doctrines which were incidently alluded to, was most 
fit of realisation; wo allude to the reincarnation 
theory which, to a certain extent corresponds with the 
the belief of the Africans, the natives of Madagascar 
and Matamba, Ac., and known as metempsychoses A

verse from Jude was read at the close, which conveyed 
a benediction, and the assemblage dispersed. In the 
evening the place was full to excess, addresses being 
delivered by Mr. Nayler, . Mr. Crellin, and Mr. Smith, 
who, on the second occasion read two papers similar in 
stylo to that already described.

In all probability the whole day’s proceedings, includ­
ing the lectures delivered by Mr. Smith, Ac., will 
shortly appear in pamphlet form, so as to afford an 
opportunity to friends of the cause and others to learn 
more fully every particular, in order that they may be 
prompted to “ go and do likewise.”

THE DISCUSSION ON SPIBITUALKM.

THIRD NIGHT.

The third evening’s discussion between Mr. J. Tycrman 
and Mr. D. Blair took place in the Independent Lecture 

Hall on Monday, July 29th. The audience was large, 
but not so numerous as at the second discussion; The 
chair was occupied by Mr. Jas. M'Kean.

Mr. Blair opened the discussion by reviewing the 
arguments of the previous nights. He said that the 
phenomena of Spiritualism was proved to be the effects 
of mechanical causes. Mr. Blair said that Professor De 
Morgan had stated that the evidences in favor of Spirit­
ualism were miserably insufficient. Howitt denied that 
there was anything supernatural in Spiritualism, and 
disapproved of it because the majority of Spiritualists 
went too far. He said the verdict of the Dialectical 
Society was adverse to Spiritualism, and that Horace 
Greeley merely opened the columns of the “ Tribune ” 
to Spiritualists, and offered a reward to any Spiritist 
who could get him the previous day’s news from Eng­
land, and that that reward was still unclaimed. Not 
one literary man of eminence was in favor of Spiritualism. 
(Expressions of dissent). Tyndalll 'Huxley, Faraday, 
and Lytton, were against it. Dr. Carpenter had said in 
the “ Quarterly Journal of Science ” that there was 
nothing supernatural in the phenomena of Spiritism; it 
admitted of easy mechanical explanation. Several French 
scientific men had condemned it. Mr. Home had stated 
in his recently published book that he had swindled 
Mrs. Lyon out of £30,000. (Cries of no ! no !) At all 
events Mrs. Lyon said so. The mental phenomena were 
also unsatisfactory ; it had not revealed one new fact.

Mr. Blair commenced his lasts peech by asserting that 
Spiritualism was a thing of shreds and patches ; there 
was not a single incident in it but what was stolen, 
(strong dissent and Cries of “prove it),” It was began in 
credulity, carried on by imposture, and is now sustained 
by ignorance and wild fanaticism. (Uproar). It began 
by a family appropriately named Fox, who lived in a 
little village. The girls in the family were hailed as 
prophets in petticoats. Lecturers started up as plenti­
fully as huckleberries in an American forest;; it was 
found that a number of people, uneasy in their domestic 
relations, were attracted, and free love institutions were 
founded. (They are not Spiritualists). The next out­
break was blasphemy and anti-christianity, and the smart 
Yankee printers rushed in to meet the demand, and so 
a-few hundreds of thousands of people came to believe 
it, or said they did. The assertion that the believers 
were as numerous as represented was a gross exaggera­
tion. Andrew Jackson Davis’ twenty-five volumes, he 
said, did not contain one thing new that was true, or one 
thing true that was new. The new work “ Affinity, re­
cently issued in Melbourne, was, he said, one of the most 
blasphemous and indecent books he ever read. He held 
in his hand a book by J. M. Peebles, but the title wm 
so blasphemous he would not read it. (Cries of 
name, Ac.). He would not pollute his lips by reading 
it. (Ask the chairman to read it for you). He worn*  
not. The ideas in J. S.'s letters, which appeared in the 
Argus, were not new, and indicated a “ deadened brain. 
His doctrines of the origin of species was taken from 
Darwin, and of the metempsychosis, from Indian my h- 
eleRy, and his views of inspiration from Bunsen s Go 
in History.”

n wold'
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Mb. Ttebman, on rising to reply, said his first duty 
was to dispose of a few things advanced by his opponent 
the other ovening. When Mr. Blair's speeches were 
stripped of their meretricious ornaments, and tested by 
the rules of logic and honorable controversy, he ven­
tured to say they would ho seen to havo done nothing 
towards demolishing Spiritualism. He objected to the 
way in which he had attempted to get rid of the Colonial 
Monthly difficulty. If Mr. Blair had pleaded that he 
¿id not mean what ho wrote, or had since changed his 
opinion, ho should have said so. The passage -quoted 
would not bear the interpretation that it expressed 
another's, and not the writer's opinion. Indeed, the 
whole article was a sort of half-hearted apology for 
Spiritualism ; if it was, as had been alleged, only 
ono of those scribbling articles which scribbling men 
write every day of their lives, the representatives of the 
press were not complimented, and the public would learn 
wlnit importance to attach to anything from hispen in future. 
In the same article Mr. Blair had asked—“Is it genuine 
philosophy, or is it only self-confessed and arrogant 
ignorance, that turns away from the consideration of such 
facts and phenomena, with a supercilious exclamation of 
“ imposture and delusions. ” In his treatment of Spir­
itualism his opponent had on that platform, unwittingly 
furnished a striking illustration of his own graphic des­
cription of the conduct of anti-spiritualists. They had 
next been furnished with a definition of the words natu­
ral and supernatural, which might have been spared, for 
he had said repeatedly that Spiritualists did not regard 
the phenomena as supernatural, as the term was gener­
ally understood. They were governed by immutable 
law, depended on established conditions, and were as 
really natural events as the rain that fell on the grass 
that grew. Mr. Blair had said much about what ho 
termed the “ gospel of the deadened brain." Because 
“ J. S.,'' in a letter to the Argut, had said that the 
medium's brain was “ deadened ” or rendered inactive 
while communications were passing through it from the 
spird-world, his opponent had thought it quite consist­
ent to confound those messages with the channels 
through which they came. Without vindicating the 
application of the term “ deadened” to the medium's 
brain, the meaning of “J. S.” was clear enough to every­
body except his opponent, whose mental vision had evi­
dently been sadly distorted and obscured of late. To 
speak of communications as though they originated in 
the medium's brain, which was but their channel, as had 
been done, was just ns reasonable as it would be to attri­
bute the water that flows to our houses to the pipes that 
bring it. Mr. Blair had next favored them with another 
edition of Sir John Hershel, the number of which he 
did not remember; but he would show that after all hie 
friends talk about Hershel his conduct in relation to 
Spiritualism was utterly inconsistent with the principles 
of Hershel's philosophy; and that Spiritualists were 
applying those principles to the elucidation of an impor­
tant but difficult subject. How did Hershel arrive at 
those formulated results of which they had heard so 
much ? Did he not accumulate as many carefully ob­
served facts, and the results of skilfully conducted ex­
periments, as possible, and then proceed to generalise, 
and deduce such conclusions as the preponderance of 
facta warranted ? Intelligent Spiritualists applied the 
same principles of inductive philosophy to the pheno­
mena ; and from a vast mass of facts and testimonies 
they arrived at the twofold conviction of their objective 
reality, and their spiritual origin. They had next been 
favored with information as to where the doctrines of 
Spiritualism had beon “stolen” from. He had stated the 
first night that Spiritualism did not claim to have dis­
covered many of the doctrines it taught, but to have 
brought them out more prominently than had been done 
before its time, just as Jesus had done with some of tho 
truths ho taught but did not originate. His opponent 
had said the doctrine of immortality was stolen from the 
New Testament. What an announcement! if the fact 
of the existence of a truth before it was taught by cer­
tain men was to be considered proof that they had stolen 
rti then upon his friend's reasoning he would ask—-where 
md the writers of the New Testament steal it from? for 
they could not claim to have discovered it. If from the

Old Tostament, then, where did the writers of tho Old 
Testamont get it from ? for thoy could not claim origin­
ality on that score. And where did those nations steal 
it from who had never seen a Bible ? The fact was the 
doctrine was a kind of universal property, and to accuse 
any ono of stealing it was about ns just and sensible as 
it would be to accuse them of stcanng the atmosphere 
or the sunlight, which were the heritage of all men. 
They were further informed that the doctriiicaof uni­
versal redemption nnd eternal progression had ¿Iso been 
stolen from the Bible. They all knew that tho Bible 
taught no such doctrines. The Cnlvinii^c school 
openly taught that the »chemo of redemption was never 
intended by God to be universal, but that many had 
from etoroity beon predestinated to destruction ; while 
the Arminian school, who contended for tho universality 
of tho scheme, were compelled to admit that it only 
actually embraced a small portion of the race. As to 
progression the passage— “ these shall go away into 
everlasting punishment” settled it from tho Bible stand­
point. If the punishment were oternal there could ho 
no restoration or deliverance from it. Progression the-ro 
might be, but it was like tho Irishman's backward and 
downward-progressum in woo. The Bible knew nothing 
ot those doctrines as Spiritualism taught thorn, and there­
fore thoy could not bo taken from it. The same remarks 
applied to the charge of having »tolen the non-eternity 
of punishment and the non-existence of Satan. It would 
have been as well if his friend had attempted to disprove 
these doctrines. Tho question was not whether Spirit­
ualism hnd first revealed them to the world, but whether 
they wero true. Other doctrines had beon alleged to 
have been stolen from the ancients, but ho was amazed 
that a man of Mr. Blair's pretensions should contend 
that, because certain things wore believed and practised 
by the ancients, therefore we, who believed and practised 
the same things now, had stolen them. Did he foresee 
what absurd conclusions his reasoning would lead him 
to ? He believed in God—so did the ancients ; there­
fore, according to his own logic, he had stolon that boliof 
from them. Ho believed in and practised pirayer, so did 
others thousands of years ago, therefore ho had stolon 
that practice from them. His opponent had also Btated 
that the phenomena as well as the doctrines of Spiritual­
ism wore stolen ; but the remarks already made applied 
to that point. " In his zeal to prove that the phenomena 
were stolon Mr. Blair had admitted thoir reality and 
their antiquity, and had thus unwittingly half proved tho 
case for Spiritualism. They had next beon presented 
with a string of alleged contradictions from spiritual 
teachings. Mr. Blair stated that ho had culled thoio 
contradictions himself from the works of Spiritualists, 
and that was to bo taken as evidence of his extensive ac­
quaintance with tho literature of the movement; but 
would tho audienco credit it that tho gentleman who 
had said so much about what ho elegantly termed “prig­
ging” had actually stolen that list of alleged contradic­
tions, and had sought to palm tho passago off ns his own? 
He challenged his opponent to deny the charge. Tho 
fact was the passage was a stock objection IJo had road 
it in alatt-spiritual works, and heard a Wesleyan Minister 
read out the identical list in the Assembly Hall not long 
since. That there were differences of opinion among 
Spiritualists on some subjects he willingly admitted. 
They dared to think for themselves, and were sure to 
come to different conclusions on some points. But ho 
ventured to say there were not more contradictions 
among them than were to be found. among writers on 
religious subjects—nay, not more than were to be found 
in the Bible itself; while upon most important questions 
the leading writers were in beautiful harmony. - Ho 
challenged his opponent to prove from tho works of ac­
knowledged writers on the subject eae-half the contra­
dictions he had adduced, and he would givo him a week 
to do it in. Let him consult A. J Davis' works in some 
25 vol».; Judge Edmonds' “ Spiritualism ” in two vols.; 
William ’Howitt's “ History of tho Supernatural” in two 
vols.; Bobert Dale Owen's two works—“ The Footfalls 
on the Boundaries of Another World,” and “The Debat­
able Land;” Mrs. De Morgan's “From Mattor to Spirit;” 
Emma Hardinge's “ History of American Spiritualism;” 
Thomas Brevetr's “ Two Worlds;” Uriah Clark's “Plain
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Guide to Spiritualism Hudson Tuttle s “ Arcana of 
Spiritualism ;” Peebles' “ Seers of the Ages ; Moses 
Hull's “ Question Settled" Gerald Massey’s “Concern­
ing Spiritualism Professor Hare's “ Spiritualism 
Scientifically DemonstratedProfessor Denton s Na­
ture's Secrets.” These were only some 40 works, averag­
ing about 400 pages each; but, if necessary, he could 
furnisli his friend with 100 more from which to prove 
bis case. Some of the alleged contradictions wore their 
own refutation on their face, as the one did that denied 
immortality, for that was the cardinal doctrine of spirit­
ualism, and thoso who denied it ceased to bo spiritualists. 
And so of slavery. It had been condemned from the 
first, and found in Spiritualists uncompromising foes. 
How had Mr. Blair dealt with the witnesses called in 
the other night? Had he disproved their testimony, or 
shown that they were incompetent, or untrustworthy? 
No. Being unable to overthrow their testimony he had 
resorted to the questionable means of disparaging them. 
Dr. Campbell was no authority in science, a6 though it 
required a philosopher to decido whether a table moved, 
or a question was correctly answered. Horace Greeley 
was short-sighted, as though phenomena cognisable by 
the eye wero the only ones he had testified to. Dr. 
Elliotson was untrustworthy becauso he admitted the 
reality of clairvoyant and mesmeric powers. But he 
thought that fact gave additional weight to his testimony 
in favor of Spiritualism ; for as he had been in advance 
of his profession in that case, and they wero coming up 
to his conclusions, so they would most probnbly have to 
do in this. Robert Bell had loBt his reputation as an 
obsorver and critic. But in whoso estimation had hiB 
reputation suffered ? He had lost caste among self- 
sufficient critics and “ newspaper scribblers." But had 
not Galileo, Harvey, Jenner, Stephenson, and a host of 
others forfeited their reputation in tho eyes of their con­
temporaries ? Posterity, however, had reversed the 
verdict of their contemporaries, and so it would be in 
this case. Spiritualists might confidently await the ver­
dict of tho future. Sergoant Cox had been objected to 
as not being a Spiritualist, but his testimony had only 
been adduced in favor of tho reality of tho phenomena, 
and it had not been denied. How had the instances of 
spirit communion adduced been dealt with ? Had com­
munion been shown to be impossible or improbable ? or 
the cases given fairly met or explained away? No. 
His friend had found it easiest to quietly pass over some, 
and ridicule others as Yankee ghost stories. Cases at-’ 
tested by respectable witnesses in our own time were 
rejected as unworthy of credit by a gentleman who could 
accept the story that a whalo swallowed Jonah and kept 
him in its belly three days, on the testimony of Jonah 
alono. They had been told that Professor Popper could 
produce the phenomena of Spiritualism, but there 
were things he could uot imitate; and if ho could count­
erfeit them all that would prove nothing against Spirit­
ualism, for he professed to do them by chemical and 
mechanical agencies, whereas no such things were UBed 
by gonuine Spiritualists. He would now notice tho most 
serious chargo Mr. Blair had made—that Spiritualism 
was a system of “scandalouB and shameless immorality ” 
That was a grave charge. Had one fact or argument 
been given to support it? Not one. Would any 
honorable controversialist have appealed to the preju­
dices and passions of the audience in such a strain, with­
out giving a tittle of evidence in proof of his assertion ’ 
Hu opponent was at liberty to reject Spiritualism as 
unproved if he chow, but to charge it gratuitously with 

shameless immorality” was utterly unjustifiable, and 
could not pass unrebuked. In the namo of honourable 
controversy, in the namo of simple truth end justice in 
the name of thousands of intelligent and respectable 
men and women of that city and colony who had em­
braced Spiritualism, and had been insulted and maligned 
by the abominablo and unfounded accusation—he cal 
led upon Mr Blair either to prove his statements or 
honorably withdraw them.

Mr german said Mr. Blair had had his last oppor- 
tumty to prove his charges but had lot it slip, no doubt 
for very good reasons He had not found it convenient 
to meet the charge of deliberate plagiarism, which he 
(Mr. Tyerman) had brought home to him, nor attempted

to prove the immoral tendency of Spiritualism. A. f0 
Professor Pepper, what comparison was there between 
cffoctb produced avowedly by legerdemain and the pho. 
noinena spontaneously produced in the presence of 
honest truth-seekers. Tho scientific authonties quoted 
against Spiritualism had not bottomed and exposed the 
whole thing aB had been stated. Some of them, accord, 
ing to their own admission, were wholly unacquainted 
with it, and the rest had but a very limited knowledge 
of it. lienee their testimony was worthless. The few 
scientific men, like the late Professor Hare, who had 
thoroughly investigated the subject, had become Spirit- 
ualists; and others, like Crookes, had demonstrated the 
genuineness of the phenomena, and would, ho felt confl. 
dent, as the result of further experiments, adopt tho 
spiritual hypothesis. William Howitt had not given up 
Spiritualism. The attempt to convey that impression 
to the meeting was akin to the attempt of his opponent 
to palm off as his own the string of paltry contradictions 
culled from another writer. Ho held in his band the 
Spiritual magazine for June last, the first article in 
which was from tho pen of William Howitt, and in that 
article ho gave Dr. Carpenter, and those who, like him, 
condemned Spiritualism on insufficient data, one of the 
moat manly but slashing castigations conceited know-alls 
ever got. The report of the Committee of the Loudon 
Dialectical Society was substantially in favor of Spirit­
ualism, so much bo that some members of that society 
had repudiated it because it had not supported their 
foregone conclusions against the movement. Instead of 
only ono sub-committee obtaining phenomena, four had, 
and those which had not, had not persevered bb they 
ought. Nor was the committee composed chiefly of 
Spiritualists as alleged, fivo-sixths being unbelievers and 
prejudiced against it at first. Mr. Home had been de­
nounced as an imposter by Mr. Blair, but this, like all 
his sweeping statements, was unaccompanied by an atom 
of evidence. Many eminent men of Great Britain had 
testified to his integrity and good character in the trial 
referred to. Mr. Blair's opinion of the literature of 
Spiritualism was of little weight. The works of Davis, 
Emma Hardinge, Peebles, Owen, and others, had been 
favorably reviewed by critics to whom it would be an in­
sult to compare his opponent. The American origin of 
the movement was no argument against it. Tho world 
was much indebted to America. The Fox girls were not 
imposters, and it was most reprehensible to hurl those 
charges so recklessly, and without proof. Chargo after 
chargo had been thrown at persons and the wliolo move­
ment with unblushing audacity, and when proof wns de­
manded Bilenco was the answer given. Evon if charges 
against odd individuals could bo substantiated that 
would prove nothing against Spiritualism as a whole. 
His opponent kuew he was treading on dangerous ground, 
for he could retort by referring to things done byjnem- 
bers and ministers of orthodox churches. Nor was it 
true to say that Spiritualism was anti-christian. Cer­
tainly it was opposed to much of the dogmatic theology 
of tho churches, and he rejoicod in the fact, for those 
dogmas were not Christ’s teachings, but its religion was 
that taught by Jesus, of love to God and man. As to 
the charge of blasphemy he repelled it. Tho blasphemers 
wero on the other side. Those who defamed tne char­
acter of God by ascribing injunctions and actions to him 
which would disgrace a man were the real blasphemers. 
Spiritualism presented God in a most exalted and 
attractive light. Before the discussion Mr. Blair had 
said ho would prove Spiritualism to be “ in all respects 
a delusion, n cheat, ana a fraud." Had he detected tho 
cheat, proved the fraud, or shown that Spiritualists wore 
the subjects of delusion P The delusion was all on his 
own side in supposing he could accom| 
task. He had said the phenomena 
(-Ar__ 1- __ 1 • V •... V
BlDgl 
had

ing he could accomplish an impossible 
-----  — — „12 were mochanieal 
effects of mechanical causes, but he had not furnished a 
single instance of their baring been so produced. He 
had spoken of latent electricity, but had failed to con­
nect the phenomena with it as a cause. Could it play 
musical instruments, write messages, foretell events, exe­
cute drawings, and produce other effects, so often wit­
nessed ? They might as well ascribe a telegraphic 
messago to electricity, instead of regarding it as only an 
agent or medium of communication. His opponent had
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not proved a single point against Spiritualism. Vulgar 
epithets, sweeping denunciations, gratuitous accusations, 
coarse invective, and cheap ridicule, they had had in 
abundance, but as for facts, arguments, or evidences 
against Spiritualism, where were they ? He regretted 
¿hat he had not time to go at length into the teachings 
of Spiritualism. It taught that departed friends could 
Btill communicate with us ; that inspiration was a per­
petual fact, and not confined to the ancients as many 
held. Why should it be? That apostolic gifts had 
not been withdrawn, were they not as much needed 
now as eighteen centuries ago ? It taught that God 
was the loving Father of all men, and from that sprang 
tho brotherhood of man, which, when fully recognised, 
would put an end to war and oppression. It also taught 
that God governed the physical, intellectual, and moral 
worlds by eternal laws, and that happiness could only be 
obtained by obedience to them; that the true object of 
punishment was the reformation of the wrong-doer; that 
every man must bear the penalties of his own sin, and 
could not get rid of them through the vicarious work of 
another; that the soul entered the other world in the 
same moral condition as it left this ; and that endless 
progression in other spheres was the glorious destiny of 
all men. Spiritualism had already saved many from 
cheerless atheism, confirmed the faith of thousands in a 
future state, and brought consolation to many sorrowing 
hearts by proving that loved ones still lived and com­
muned with them. He urged upon those interested in 
tho subject to investigate it for themselves, and they 
would assuredly find evidence of its truth. Mr. Tyer- 
man closed tho discussion in tho following words :—To 
those who are opposed to Spiritualism, and will not fairly 
examine its claims, I would say—Do your worst, but 
you cannot quench its glorious light nor arrest its ma­
jestic march. In the language of Gladstone I say, 
gentlemen, “ time is against you.” Time's ceaseless 
stream will bear Spiritualism along with it to grander 
triumphs. Scurrilous scribblers may try to write it and 
its advocates down in the columns of tho daily press ; 
unscrupulous opponents may attack and misrepresent it 
on the platform; leaders of religion, who ought to hail 
it as a friend, may try to crush it as a foe, but “ time is 
against them.” Twenty years ago the phenomena were 
generally scouted as the fruits of imposture ; now their 
genuineness is not denied by any one having a tolerable 
acquaintance with the subject. Twenty years hence the 
spiritual origin of the phenomena will be all but univer­
sally admitted. Spiritualism will stand because demon­
strated facts are its foundation. It cannot bo destroyed 
because truth is the vital principle that gives it ■life, and 
soul, and beauty. It comes from heaven, and all its 
enemies combined cannot sweep it from earth. It has a 
noble mission to fulfil among men. Millions have al­
ready felt its quickening power, and at its touch have 
started into new life and nobler actions. And ere long 
millions more will hail it, embrace it, and rejoice in it, 
as “ God's last best gift to man.” J

[Exception may be taken to tho limited spacer we have 
allotted to Mr. Blair. We have given the pith of his 
speeches, but we could not spare the space to report 
more fully the extraneous rubbish which formed the 
bulk of whit he said.—Aid. H. L.]

SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY.

8pibit photoobaphy is still attracting a great deal 
of attention in England. It appears, however, that from 
some doubt; cast upon the bona fides of Mr. Hudson by 
M. Guppy and Mr. John Jones, the photographs pro­
cured there have been submitted to a critical examina- 
hon, and some of them pronoonced to be spurious. We 
”»y. remark, en poutant, that Mr. Hudson is not a 
Spiritualist, and the fraud was first discovered by Spirit- 
uaJi?ts. There is no doubt, however, that many genuine 
“pint photographs have been obtained at Mr. Hudson's 
etudio, and it is to be regretted a desire for gain should 
nave induced him to stoop to fraud. The investigation 
of the subject has led to the development of at least two 
new media—Mr. Slater, of London, and Mr. Beattie, of 
Ulifton—through whom some very striking spirit photo­
graphs have been obtained.

VEGETABLE v. ANIMAL DIET. .

(Abridgedfrom the Banner ofLight, June 8, 1872.)
Is it not enough that a cow gives you luscious milk, 

splendid butter and cheese ? must you needs add a few 
more dollars to your thence stench y, dastardly purse, 
by killing her and selling her dead body to bo consumed 
by human beings ? Is it not enough that the sheep 
gives Jou wool ? must you “ slaughter" her, too, to 
gratify the vulgar stomachs of vulgar bipeds, called the 
noble creatures of God's image ? “ Thou shalt not kill”
is a divine command—divine to-day, yesterday, and for­
ever. If you say this was applied to man only, I would 
reply that I believe that I can find more useless, harmful 
men upon the earth than four-footed beasts, and that it 
would be a greater blessing to rid tho world of the for­
mer than of tho latter. If you mutt kill, will kill, then 
hunt up the human brutes; (if not a misnomer,) those 
drunken, idle vagabonds, the lepers of society, those 
who never gave and never will give, for the good of the 
race, a pound of wool, a pound of butter or cheese, or 
even an egg, put them deep under -the sod, and let their 
place be supplied by some hen, some goose or turkey, 
some cow or sheep.

Two statements are constantly made to sustain the 
argument that it was intended that man should eat 
meat. These are, first, that man posscssses canine teeth, 
and, secondly, that hard-working persons require it If 
the first assertion be correct, then let us return to a 
very primative state, discard knives and forks, do away 
with cooking, and, like dogs, tear the flesh we must 
consume. The fact is, wo have little or no occasion to 
use such teeth in preparing cooked meat for the stomach, 
and hence the fallacy of the argument. As regards 
laborers who seek strength and muscle in poyk and beef, 
may wo not refer them to the ox, the horse, tho bison, 
the elephant, and ask if these powerful creatures get 
their majestic muscles from dead hogs, horses, sheep, 
cows and cats ? (rabbits ?) Must the working ox
digest two or three pounds of beef per day, that he may 
keep up his strength ? There is nothing more strikingly 
simple in Nature than the fact that other substances pro­
duce these results. Will you deny this; in tho face of 
an unmistakable truth, and assort, to-morrow that you 
must have sausage and chicken,' mutton and ham to sus­
tain you ? The whole thing is foolish, false, wrong : in 
eggs, in milk, in butter, cheese, (in our numerous vege­
tables, cereals and fruits, far more healthful nourish­
ment can bo found than in the flesh of animals. As a 
further support of my position, I can say that the mass . 
of the people of India do not eat meat, and they are 
hardy, healthy, sprightly. Very many, too, of the stout 
Hollanders and Germans, the very models of robustness, 
seldom, except as a holiday feast, eat a particle of meat.

In the “ American Spiritualist ” of the 21th of Feb­
ruary, there was a very forcible article on “ What 
shall Spiritualists cat ?” I will quote a few paragraphs: 
“ Muller mentions a distinguished priest of India, who, 
when dying, said to his people, ‘ Eat only grains and 
fruits. Let the predaceous animals prey on carnage and 
blood ! Stain not the divine gentleness of your natures 
by one act of cruelty to the creatures beneath you ! 
Heaven, to protect them, hath placed you at their head.

Bo not treacherous to the important trust you hold, 
by murdering them, nor defile your bodies by filling them 
with putrefaction.' . . Pythagoras, living some 500 
years B. C., recommended a vegetable diet. Neither _ 
himself nor disciples tasted fesh. Aristamn the suc­
cessor of Pythagoras in ' his famous school, was also a 
fruit-eating philosopher. Zeno, the stoic, Diogenes, the 
cynic, Plato, Plutarch, Plautus, Proctus, Empedocles, 
8ocion, Quintus, Sextus, Appolonius ofTyana, Porphyry, 
Clement of Alexandria, and nearly all the more eminent 
of the ancient sages, abstained entirely from flesh-food, 
while Swedenborg, Newton, Wesley, Howard, Linnajus, 
Gassendi, Cuvier, Lord Menbedde, and hosts of others, 
learned and gifted, have testified against its use. It 
may not be out of place to further mention Shelley, 
Haller, Ritson, Lamb, Dr. Hufeland, Sir Richard 
Phillips, Prof. Mussey, F. W. Evans, defender of the 
Shaker faith, Alcott, sometimes termed “ the New Eng­
land Sage;” and many of our media, by direction of their 
spirit-guides.
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While vegetable» supply all the vital wants of the sys­
tem warming, repairing, remrigortrinig und pre8ervingthe 
parts, thus tending to physical health, energy, onduranee 
and longevity, they' are more wholesome, nourishing, 
and far cheaper. Economy, with the poorer classes, is 
an important item. Here is Dr. E. Smith s table, 
showing the relative economic values of the two classes 
of diet: „

Carbon. Nitrogen. 
Bread, barley, oatmeal................................ 6.463 234
Beef, mutton, pork........................................1.218 6®*
This shows more than fourfold value in favor of the 
fruit and vegetable system of diet.

That cold countries require flesh-eating to generate 
heat in the organism, is an exploded notion. Prof. 
Liebig, in his “ Animal Chemistry,” says: “ Grain and 
other nutritious vegetables yield us, not only in starch, 
sugar and gum, the carbon which protects our organs 
from the action of oxygen, and produces in the organism 
the heat which is essential to life, but also, in the form 
of vegetable librine, albumen, and caneine, our blood, 
from which the other parts of our body aro developed 
. . . Vegetable librine and animal librine, vegetable
albumen and animal albumen hardly dillor, even in form. 
Prof. W. B. Carpenter-says : ‘ Good whenton bread con­
tains, more nearly than any other substance in ordinary 
use, the proportion of azotized and non-azetized matter 
which is adapted to repair the waste of the system and 
to supply the wants of coi^bustablo material, under the 
ordinary' conditions of civilized life in temperate climates; 
and we find that health and strength can he more perfectly 
sustained upon that substance than upon any other taken 
alone.' Dr. Guy, of King's Collcgo, London, says : “ I 
have no hesitation in expressing au opinion in favor of 
the nufficieucy of a dietary from which the meat element 
is wholly excluded.”' G. L. Ditson, M.D.

Albany, N. Y

- AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL CO­

OPERATIVE ASSOCIATION.

We learn that the formation of the Co-operative As­
sociation, to bo called The “Agricultural ana Industrial 
Association,” is rapidly progressing. It is rather remark­
able that two such associations should bo in the course 
of formation at the same time—one in Australia and the 
other in New Zealand, each having the samo objects in 
view, yet quite independent of each othor.

The promoters of the one here in Melbourne have, we 
beliove, put thomsolvos in communication with the origi­
nators of that in Now Zealand, with the viow of ascer­
taining if it bo not possible to unite their forces, and 
form one, scoing that their aims are identical. It is quite 
evident that they “ moan business,” for the rules of the 
one, and the prospectus of the other aro already drafted; 
but believing that the objects aimed at by the associa­
tions will bo best attained by first thoroughly-maturing 
their plans, they do not wish to put them too hurriedly 
before the public.

So far as wo can learn at present, they intend to select 
from the Crown, or purchase on terms from a private 
individual, a block of agricultural and industrial land, of 
about 10,000 acres, in any of the Australian colonies or 
New Zealand, whichever might be deemed most advan­
tageous for^tho present and future well-being of the 
association. •

That the association shall consist of 100 families ; that 
labour and skill combined, with general approved good 
character, shall, form the capital required to be invested 
in purchasing an interest in the association; but that 
everr member (leaving room for special cases) shall sub­
scribe to tho Loan Fund of the Association the minimum 
sum of £25, as a guarantee of earnestness and good 
fai.th ; the remainder of the capital to be raised by re­
ceiving further loans from the members or nou-members

We wish thom God speed, and hope every facility will 
be afforded to onable them to attain their end, for we 
took upon the organization of labour as a remedy for all 
the sufferings of humanity.
. The ‘he PrhTi•lhual Committee, pro tem., are

•t 82 Nicholson-street, Pitxroy, to »Meh alKcommunics 
nous should be addressed.

Oun increase of space, enables us to publish nearly 
the wholo of a Review of Owen's “ Debatable Land 
which appeared in the Quarterly Journal of Science for 
April last. That the leading Scientific Journal should 
devote ten pages to such a review is an important sign 
of the times, and shows that the scientific world is being 
forced as it were, into a recognition of the teitiimony to 
spiritual phenomena, and beginning to admit the necessity 
for its thorough scientific investigation. Tho roviow in 
from tho pen of Alfred R. Wallace Esq., whoso literary 
and scientific attainments are above question. Wo com­
mend it to the sceptic, as calculated to encourage 
thought and investigation.

SPIRITUALISM ADMITTED INTO SCIENTIFIC 
SOCIETY.

[From the April number of (London) Quarterly Journal 
of Science.]

The Debatable Land between this would and the 
next. With Illustrative Narrations. By Robort
Dale Owen. London : Triibnor & Co.

Sixteen years ago the author of this book, then 
American Minister at Naples, spent the evening of the 
25th of March at the house of the Russian Minister, 

Mons. K-----, in the company of several visitors from
different parts of the world, among whom wero tho 
Chevalier de F------- (hho Tuccuii MinitBer) nnd Inslady,
Madame K------- introduced the subject of automatic
writing ; and declared her chnvictihu that some perioni 
had the power of thus replying correctly to questions, 
tho true answers to which wereeutlrely unkuowntothem. 
It wan proposed to try the experiment; and each person 
present accordingly took pencil and paper, end waited 
the result. After a few minutes one lady's hand began 
to move, making irregulur figure’ on the paper. Mr. 
Owon prhphstn that questions should be asked ; wliore- 
uphu Madame de F-------- said, “ Who gave mo these
pins ?” pointing to throe ghln-atanen pins that fastened 
her dress ; adding “ If Mrs. M-------- can answer that 1
shall believe.” After a short time the land’s pencil 
slowly wrote out—(the last two words being written 
backwards)—“The one that gives you c Maid end a 
Cook. E.” Madamb de F-------- turned pale, and criM
“ Magic, if there be such a thing and then told the 
company that the pins had been given her by her lhuliu 
Elizabeth, who lived at Florence, and who at hor re­
quest hod sent her, a few days before, a lady's maid aud 
a cook. Mr. Owen pondered over this strange occur­
rence, and determined to get to the bottom of it. Mts- 
M--------was not a Spirituaiist. Mtidame de 1?------- -  h^
only been a few weeks in Naples, had not even mtntihuen 
her cousin's name to any one, and had the slightest 
possible acquaintance with Mrs. M--------, having huld
just exchanged card’ with her. She expressed. tho 
strongest chuvictihu that the three or four ffccti, 
accurately stated in the few word’ written, could not 
possibly have beeome known out of her own family- 
Mr. Owen wan then a complete sceptic ; but this circum­
stance induced a course of study which has beer cou- 
tinutd for fifteen years, and which eventually changed 
the whole feeliugn and tenor of his life. He in now, a 
confirmed Spiritualisl ; that in, he rot only believes the 
phenomena to be real, but he has satisfied himself the 
they furnish a sufficient proof of a future existence for 
man. Yet, it may surprint some of our readers to hear, 
he is fully imbued with the sjiirit and teachings 0 
modem science ; aud his book in ore chutiuuen prot* ’ 
against the miraculous. He maintaius that 
phenomena happen under law, junt an much as do t.o 
various phenomena (many of them ’till inexplicable y 
scituce) oreueuten by plants, animal’, or man- ® 
treats thin question seriously and nlsoasuihuately, 
the great question of the age ; which he may well o, 
since he claims that it furnishes au experimental 
of rnmortaKty. He writes with the ecrue’tMu1 e.
to such a theme, and with the neuse of responsibility, 
one who, by long and patient study, has arrived at 1 

portaut truths of the highest value to hin fellow-®. • 
Rationalism, he telle un, cannot object to this bei > 
that it contravenes the doctrine of law ; uor yet tie
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assumes the existence, in spiritual matters,of that direct 
agency of God which the naturalist finds nowhere in the 

k physical universe; for its revealing« come to man 
mediately only; nor yet that it is dogmatic, exclusivo or 
intolerant, as infallibility is; for its adhorents adduco 
experimental evidence, o^n to all men, and gleaned 
after the inductive method, for the faith that is in them. 
Ho shows us how important it was for the welfare of 
man that the belief in such phenomena should die out 
whi n it did, and leave us free to develop the doctrine of 
law, and to overthrow the very idea of infallible or 
absolute truth in matters of religion. All the horrors 
of witchcraft, and all tho persecutions of priests, arose 
from the' dogma of infallibility ; for if that dogma had 
been true, persecution would not havo been a crime, 
but a duty. Tho world could not reach tho fundamental 
truths of those phenomena, or understand their real im­
port, as long as they believed in the devil and their own 
infallibility. Now, they are able to investigate tho 
phenomena calmly, and reason upon them logically; and 
it is a suggestive fact that a large proportion of investi­
gators are porsons untrammoled by dogmatic crouds, 
and fully imbued with tho teachings of modern science 
and philosophy. Mr. Owen thinks that the belief in 
modern Spiritualism is spreading as fast as can be wished, 
and oven faster than can bo expected, considering that 
almost every educated man is prejudiced against tho 
very attempt to investigate it. He well remarks, that 
tho growth of any new-born hypothesis so startling in 
character, resembles that of a human being. During its 
infancy its suggestions carry small weight. It is listened 
to with a smile, and set aside with little ceremony. 
Throughout its years of nonage it may bo said to havo 
no rights of property, no privilege of appropriation. 
Proofs in its favour present themselves from timo to 
time, but they are not deemed entitled to a judgmont, 
by tho rules of ovidence ; they are listened to as fresh 
and amusing, but they have no legal virtue ; they obtain 
no official record ; they are placed to tlio credit of tho 
minor. An adolescent hypothesis is held to be outside 
tho limits of human justice.

One of the best features of the book, as a literary 
work, is the distinctness with which oach pieco of 
evidence is presented, and the fullness and logical forco 
with which its teachings aro discussed. This is so differ­
ent from what is usual when ghost stories are narrated 
(tho authors appearing afraid to contemplate the logical 
consequences of a story they yet maintain to be truo) 
that it will be well to give a few of the cases in outline, 
with the author's summing up at length, in order to see 
what a well-educated and highly-intelUgent man can say 
in favor of what is generally considered to be an ex­
ploded superstition.

Lot ub first take an old but well-authenticated story, 
lord .Erskine related to Lady Morgan (herself a perfect 
sceptic) the following personal narrative. On arriving 
at Edinburgh one morning, after a considerable absenco 
from Scotland, he met, in the street, his father’s old 
butlor, looking very pale and wan. Ho asked him 
what brought him to Edinburgh. Tho butler replied, 
“ To meet your honor, and solicit your interference 
with my Lord, to recover a sum due to me, which the 
stoward, at the last settlement, did not pay.” Lord 
Erskine then told the butler to step with him into a 
bookseller's shop close by, but, on turning round again, 
he was not to be seen. Puzzled at this, he found out 
t^he man’s wife, who lived in Edinburgh, when he learnt, 
for the first time, that the butler was dead, and that he 
had told his wife, on his death-bed, that the steward had 
wronged him of some money, and that when Master 
bom . returned he would see her righted. This Lord 
Erskine promised to do, and shortly afterwards kept his 
proSi^ Lady Morgan then says, “ Either Lord i
Erskine did or did not believe this strange story ; if he

. pot, what a strange aberration from truth ! My I 
option is that he did believe it.” Probably hundreds of | 
readers of this narrative by Lady Morgan have said with i 
? ir, “ What a strange aberration of intellect 1” and havo 1 

e.u!?ht no more about the matter. Mr. Owen is not i 
J^ihsfied with this careless mode of getting over a i 
“nnculty. His remarks are as followsI

“ What sort of mode to deal with alleged facts is this! A gen­
tleman, distinguished in a profession of which the eminent mem­
bers are ths best judge« of evidence in the world—a gentleman 
whom the hearer believe« to be truthful—relates what, on á certain 
day, and in a certain place, both specified, ho saw and heard. 
What he saw was the appieurtnoe of one, in life well-known to 
him, who had been some months dead. What he heard, from tho 
same source, was a statement in regard to matters of which pre­
viously he had known nothing whatever; which statement, on 
after inquiry, he learns to be strictly tree; a statement, too, 
which had occupied and interested the mind of the deceased just 
before his decease. The natural inference from these facts, if 
they are admitted, is that, under certain circumstances, which as 
yet we are unnblc to define, those over whom the death-change 
has passed, still interested in the concerns of earth, may, for 
a time at least, retain the power of occasional interference in these 
concerns; for example, in an effort to right an injustice done. 
But rather than admit such an inference;—rather than accept 
disin forested evidence coming from a witness acknowledged to lie 
sincere, nnd known to the world as eminently capable—a lady of 
the world assumes to explain it away by summarily refuting the 
whole to the‘dog-ears and folds of early impression l‘ What 
human testimony cannot be set aside on the same vague and idle 
assumption.’ It is time wo should learn that the hypothesis of 
spiritual intervention is entitled to a fair trial, and that, in con­
ducting that trial, we have no right to disregard the ordinary rules 
of evidence. Either t«ord Erskine, one morning in Edinburgh, 
issuing from a bookseller's shop, met what wore the nppcArnnoc of 
an old family servant who had been some months dead, or else 
Lord Erskine lied. Either Lord Erskine heard words s]>oken, as 
if that appearance had spoken them, which words contained a 
certain allegation touching business, which that servant, dying, 
had left unsettled, or else Lord Erskine lied. Either Lord 
Erskine ascertained, by immediate personal interrogation of tho 
widow, that her husband, on his death-bod, had made the self­
same allegation to her which the apparition made to Lord Erskine 
—or else Lord Erskine lied. Finally, either as the result of this 
appearance and its speech, n debt found due to the person, whoso 
counterpart it was, was actually paid to his widow—or else Lord 
Erskine liecl. But Lady Morgan expresses her conviction that 
Lord Erskine did not lio.

In itself, the thing was a trifle. Thousands on thousands of 
such cases of petty injustice occur, and pass away unnoticed and 
unredre.-sed. To the widow it was, undoubtedly, of serious 
moment; but I think no sensible mnn will imagine it a mnttor to 
justify the direct interference of God. If so, nnd if Lord Erskine 
spoke truth, an apparition is a natural phenomenon."

How is such evidence as this rofutod or explained 
away? Scores, and oven hundreds, of equally well 
attested facts are on record, but no attempt is ever made 
to explain them. They are simply ignored, nnd, in 
many casos, admittod to bo inexplicable. Tot this is 
not quite satisfactory, as any reador of Mr, Owon's book 
will bo inclined to admit. “ Punch '' once made a 
Tankeo debtor say:

“ This debt I have repudiated long ago ; 
'Tis therefore settled. Yet this Britisher 
Keeps for repayment worriting mo still I" 

So our philosophers declare that they havo long ago 
decided, these ghost stories to bo all delusion ; therefore 
they need only be ignoired; and they feel much 
•• worrited ” that fresh ovidence should be adduced and 
fresh converts mado, some of whom aro so unreasonable 
as to ask for a new trial on tho ground that tho former 
verdict was cont-rarv to th A Avidonco. * * * * ®

•• How extraordinary,” many renders will exclaim, 
„  ____ Z________________ Z ’’jty should waste his
in discussing ghost stories !” It is indeed extraor­

_____j ; for we do not know all about possiblo and im­
possible spirits ? Our men of science and our philoso­
phers are not quite sure that a spirit is possiblo ; but, if 
lossible, they are all quite clear that epirite would never 
lehave in the ridiculously human way in which reputed 

ghosts invariably act. Lot us, therefore, refu«o to listen 
to thoso ghost stories told by peoplo wo know nothing 
of, and hear what Mr. Owen has to tell us of the wonder« 
he has himself witnessed. ... .

He spent an immense deal of timo - in trying to dis­
cover that gross imposture, the spirit rap, but in vain ! 
For this purpose ho once lived for a week in a medium's 
house, with a full power to investigate. He walked all 
over the house with tho medium, but the raps came 
everywhere. They sounded on the floor, walls or ceiling 
of every room, on every article of furniture, on doors 
and windows, on the marble mantel-piece and tho steel 
grate. With the same medium, they occurred on board 
a steamer, on the stool he sat on, on the keel of a small 
boat in tho water, on tho ground out of door, on trees, 
and on rocks by the seashore. With every test he could 
apply, he could find no physical cause for these sounds. 
Sometimes they occurred as delicate tickings, at others

verdict was contrary to the evidonco. * * _ * * _ *
“ How extraordinary/' many rend _

“ that a man of Mr. "Owen’s ability should waste hia 
tijje in 
dinary 
posaibl
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like blows of a sledge-hammer so tremendous that it 
seemed impossible any article of furniture could resist 
them ; yet the table on which they resounded showed 
not a scratch ! On almost all these occasions, the roomB 
word searched, tho doors were locked, and tho modiumB 
were held fast; yet Mr. Owen could not find out the 
trick! How strange, when tho thing is said to be so 
simple that our men of science will not even take the 
trouble to refuto it!

In the matter of table-moving, he*had  no more success. 
When Faraday exposed table turning, ho remarked that 
experimenters who thought tables even rose in the air 
should suspend them in a balance, and see if tho weight 
was effected by this supposed force. Mr. Owen, at the 
suggestion of the late Dr. Robert Chambers, did this. 
Together, they suspended a table, weighing exactly one 
hundred and twenty-one pounds, about oight inches 
from tho floor, by a powerful steel-yard. Two mediums 
wore presont, whoso feet and hands were attended to ; 
yet, without any contact whatever, the table, when re­
quested, bocamo lighter, coming down to sixty pounds, 
having thus lost naif its weight. When requested to 
bo modo heavier, it weighed one hundred and twenty- 
four pounds. What are wo to make of this ? Two 
thoroughly reliable witnesses and a balance tell ub one 
thing, but men of scienco say it can’t be true; which are 
wo to trust ?

Continuing his researches, Mr. Owen had sittings 
alone with a medium. He examined tho room, ho locked 
and eealed tho doors, and took with him privately marked 
slips of paper. Ho hold the medium's bands ; yet wri­
ting was somehow eflected on tho paper placed under 
tho tablo, both in pencil and ink. Yet moro; on one 
occasion ho saw part of the writing done, by a small 
luminous hand on the floor, holding the pencil. ~ 
this experiment Mr. Owen remarks as follows:

“Were these spiritual autographs! What else? Had I 
ven one of them written ? Had 1 not soon one of these slips___
higher than the table, anil sink back again ? Hail I not felt 
Kate's two hands under mine at the very time when that hand 
wrote anil that paper rose and fell ! Did Kate write eight or ten 
lines with both her hands clasped ! Did I write them with my 
left hand without knowing it! Or hail Kate brought the slips 
ready written ! I picked them up, anil examined them critically, 
one by one. My private mark on one comer of each—letters of 
the German alphabet, written in tho German character —still 
there I What way out! Are the senses of seeing, hearing and 
touch, in sane healthy js-mons, unworthy to be trusted ! For me. 
common sense bars that way out. I see nothing nnlikcly—not to 
Bay incredible—in the theory that God may vouchsafe to man 
sensible proof of his immortality. For others, to whom spiritual 
intercourse seems an absurdity—for those more csjiecially to 
whom the hypothesis of another life wears the aspect of a baseless 
dream—let them select their own path out of the difficulty. I 
think that, on any path they may take, they will have to accept 
theories infinitely less tenable than those they decide to reject"

Mr. Owen also saw much of Mr. Foster, the medium 
who has namos written on hie hands and arms. On one 
occasion Mr. Foster extended his hand upon the tablo; 
it was perfectly free from any mark whatever. Gradually 
• faint red mark appeared on the wrist, which increased 
till it formed the letter F, remained visible two or three 
minutes, and then faded away. This was the initial 
letter of a name Mr. Owen had secretly writton on a 
«piece of paper, and folded up tightly, and which was 
mixed with about twenty others on the table. Dr Car- 

J$1U !“ (“ “lettor published in “ Tho Spiritual- 
1st of March 15, p. 21) that this is done by first tracing 
the wntrnff on tho tonse skin with a hard point, and then 
rubbing the placo to bring out the red blush. But 
unless we are’to believe that Mr. Owen and the late 
Dr. Robert Chambers, as well as many other careful 
observers who have narrated their experiences with Mr. 
Foster, all make grossly false or imperfect statements, 
.this expiration by no means covors tho facta ; as will 
be »dmitted by-»11 who read Mr. Owen’s narrative or 
the evidence of Mr. E. L. Blanchard given at page 135 
8ociX’,BePOrt °f the of the Dialectical

Having seen .so many inexplicable thingB himself, Mr- 
Owen is quite ready to believe others, when they narrate 

*et h® often toke8 an immense deal 
thJ ‘Ee,n’ “ “ wel1 "bown in
the marvelous story of M. Bach and the old spinet To 
be properly understood this must be read in the full

On

not
rise

detail given by Mr. Owen ; in outline it aa followi 
Mom. Leon Bach purchased, at an old curiosity shop 
Paris, a very ancient but beautiful epinet, as a preient 
to his father, who is a great grandson of the Bach, and 
is a composer and musical amateur, The next night ths 
elder Bach dreamt that he saw a handsome young uian. 
dressed itran old court costume, and who told him that 
the spiribt had been given to him by his master, King 
Henry. He then said he would play on it an air, with 
words composed bv the King, in memory of a lady ho 
had greatly loved ; he did so, and M. Bach woke in tears, 
touched by the pathos of the song. He went to sloop 
again ; and on awaking in the morning was amazed to 
find on his bed a sheet of paper, on which was written, 
in very old characters, both words and music of the song 
ho had heard in his dream. It was said to be by Henry 
III., and tho date inscribed on the spinet was a few 
yoars earlier. M. Bach, completely puzzled, showed the 
music to his friends, and among them were some Spirit­
ualists, from whom he heard, for the first timo, their in­
terpretation of the phenomena. Now comes tho most 
wonderful part of the history. M. Bach became himself 
a writing modiuin ; and through his hand was written, 
involuntarily, a statement that inside the spinet, in a 
secret niche near the key-board, was a parchment, nailed 
to the case, containing tho lines written by King Henry 
when he gavo the instrument to his musician. The 
four-line stanza, which it was said would be found on 
tho parchment, was also given, and was followed by. the 
signature—Baltazzarini. Father and son then set to 
work to search for this hidden scroll; and after two 
hours’ close examination found, in a narrow slit, a piece 
of old parchmont about elevon inches by three, contain­
ing, in very old writing, nearly the same words which 
M. Bach had written, and signed—Henry. This parch­
ment was taken to the Bibliothèque Impériale, and sub­
mitted to experienced antiquarians, and was pronounced 
to bo an undoubtedly genuine autograph of Henry III.

This is the story : but Mr. Owen is not. content with 
ascertaining these facts at first hand, and obtaining 
photographs of tho spinet and the parchment, of both of 
which he gives good representations. Ho also sets him­
self to hunt up historical confirmation of the story, and 
after much research and many failures, he fjnds that 
Baltasarini was an Italian musician, who came to France 
in 1577, and was in great favor with Henry III. ; that 
tho King was passionately attached to Marie de Cleves, 
who became the wife of Prince de Condé ; and that 
eovoral of tho allusions to hor in the versos corresponded 
to what was known of her history. Othor minute details 
wore also found to be historically accurate.

Mr. Owen then carefully discusses tho nature of the 
evidence, the character of the persons concerned, and 
the possibility of deception. M Bach is an old man of 
high character ; and to suppose that ho, suddenly and 
without conceivable motive, planned and carried out a 
most elaborate and complicated imposture, is to suppose 
what is wholly incredible ; but Mr. Owen shows further, 
that the circumstances are such that M. Bach could not 
have been an imposter, even had he boon so inclined, 
and concludes by remarking :

“ I do not think dispassionate readers will accept such improba­
bilities. But it not, what interesting suggestions touching «pml 
intercourse and spirit identity connect themselves with this nar­
rative of M. Bach's spinet !"

Recurring to Mr. Owen’s own experiences, perhaps tho 
most astounding is his account of tne gradual formation 
of an apparition, distinctly visible to several spectators. 
Every precaution was taken to render trick or imposture 
impossible ; yet if so, what marvel of modern science ■ 
equal to this ? What natural phenomena so worthy of 
investigation ? Our author’s remarks on this caso will 
sufficiently indicate its nature. He says :

“ My faith in tho reality of this appearance is not at all shaken 
by reflecting that a Signor Blitz, or a Bobsrt Hoodin, *iarln? 
theatre at command, arranged with ready entrances and 0x1» 
with practical trap-doors, with dark lanterns in the wings, wi 

' the means of producing dissolving views, could probably reprtxiuc 
I all I witnessed. But here were afew ladies, in private life, » 
. in moderate circumstances, quietly meeting in two apartmen 

which were daily used as sohool-rooms by one of their num • 
containing not even a recess where a chair could be hidden away 

1 They meet to satisfy a laudable curiosity, admitting visitors n 
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•nd then by courtesy only. No remuneration is demanded, nor, 
TCry nurcly, would any have been accented. They meet, on this 
0CCMÍO0, at my request, after having discontinued their researches 
for months, vexed with unjust suspicions. They allow us to lock 
every exit, after a close examination of the rooms, Here is neither 
motive nor opportunity— to say nothing of qualification—for 
deception. The coin of the realm may be counterfeited, but the 
coiners must have professional skill, an appropriate location, and 
expensive machinery. Nor do counterfeiters ply their unholy 
calling except with the prospect of large gains. Certain it is that 
I beheld the gradual formation of the figure . that 1 witnessed its 
movements: that I received from its hand an actual flower; 
that I saw the figure disappear. Add to thiB, that the place 
of its disappearance was illuminated by invisible agency, in 
answer Io an unexpressed thought of mine."

Wo may particularly commend to tho sceptical rea­
der's attention the very frill account of the bell-ringings 
at Major Moor'», at Greenwich Hospital and other 
places, continuing for months, and baffling all attempts 
to find a cause for thorn ; to the disturbances at Lyder- 
sterne Parsonage, continued for sixty years ¡ and to 
many others, none of which have ever been explained. 
Mr. Owon is not content to let these matters rest (with 
tho sceptical), or contemptuously to ignore them (with 
tho scientific); but actually imputes them to spirits, 
whose agency he believes is proved by other evidenoe, of 
the nature of which we have already given some examples. 
This evidence, taken as a whole, proves, he thinks that 
there is not habitual intercourse between tho two world»; 
that wo seem, probably, something like apparitions to 
those spirit» who visit us ; that they often Beek com­
munion, from affection or from other motives ; that they 
have difficulties in reaching ub— difficulties wisely in­
terposed, because, if spiritual intercourse was ns common 
as oarthly communion, wo should many of us be dissatis­
fied with our lot, and neglect our earthly duties. “They 
seek from time to timo to visit us. But coming from 
their world of spirits, invisible to ordinary sight, inaudi­
ble by ordinary speech, how are they to make their 
presenco known ? How are they to attract our atten­
tion ? In what manner does a traveler, arriving under 
cloud of night before a fast-closod mansion, sook to reach 
the in-dwellers—seek to announce his presence ? Is it 
not by Knocking or Ringing ?” Thia is our author's 
reply to Bneers at “ rapping ” and “ bell-ringing " phe­
nomena.

We have devoted so much space to a sketch of Mb 
Owen’s book, becauso, in the first place, it merits notice 
“a literary work of a high class ; and in the second, it 
brings prominently before us what is either the moat 
gigantic and mysterious of delusions or the most impor­
tant of truths. In either case it deserves a full and fair 
discussion. Neither is such a subject out of place in a 
•cientiflc journal, for, in whatever light we view it, it is 
radly a scientific question. If a fallacy or a delusion, 
it is of so wide-spread a nature, and influences such 
numbers of well-eaucated and even scientific men, that 
wo have a right to demand of science a full and satisfac­
tory exposure of it. If a truth, then it is certainly, as 
Mr. Owen maintains, a science of itself; a new science, 
snd ono of the most overwhelming importance in its 
bearings upon philosophy, history and religion. It is 
now becoming turnout a common thing to acknowledge 
that there is a certain amount of truth in the facts; with
• proviso, always, of the writer’s repudiation of tho 
spiritual theory. For my own part, the only thing that 
®akes the facts credible on evidence it the spiritual 
theory, Mr. A, or Prof. B, or Dr. C, may state that 
™cy know certain ofrthe facts are true, but that all theso 
"to oan be explained without calling in tho aid of 
’P’nts. Perhaps they can. But why should I, or any 
other | reader, accept A, B, or C’s facts and reject Mr. 
Ewen'S’ when the former are not one whit more intrinsi- 
oMly probable, or supported by one iota better testimony 
than the latter ? Yet these latter actually /orca upon 
n*  the spiritual theory, just as the facts of theology jorco

us the belief in long series of ancient living forms, 
different from those now upon the earth. I must accept
# • . .o^ually well-attested facts of equal intrinsic
Probability, or reject all. I cannot believe in Cretaceous

as realities, and reject Silurian aa freak» of 
ature ¡ neither can T accept the facts B may have 

*1to®”°d, and reject those of the rest of the alphabet. 
y®t if all the main class of facta are admitted, the spirit- 
bal theory appears as clearly a deduction from them as 

the theory of extinct animal« follow*  from the facta pre- 
wilted by their fossil remain«. The position of the 
Quarterly Reviewer is, that there are no facta 
worth speaking of, and, therefore; no true spiritual 
theory can be founded on them. This is safe ground, aa 
long aa all the evidence for the tacts is carefully denied, 
misrepresented, or ignored. But when there are ten 
thousand witnesses to these facta, of whom say nine 
thousand are as good and competent aa A or B, it is not 
safe ground for A or B to admit just so much of the 
facts as they have witnessed themselves, and reject tho 
rest. The problem we have now to solve is, how much 
of tho facts are true ? Till this is done by some better 
test than individual experience, it is premature to dis­
cuss what theories may or may not explain them. In 
the mean time let no. one pre-judge the question, till 
they have studied Mr. Owen’s facts and carefully weighed 
his arguments.

Alfred R. Wallace.

MR. TYERMAN'8 LECTURES AT ST. GEORGES’ 
HALL.

Mb. Ttebman has been delivering a series of Sunday 
Evening Lectures at St. George's Hall during the last 
month, which have drawn together large audiences, and 
excited considerable interest. At tho third lecture, on 
“ The Summerland ; or, the Soul’s Eternal Home," de­
livered August 25, tho hall was filled in every part, seve­
ral being unablo to obtain Beats ; yot, strange to say, tho 
Press has not oven noticed the lectures, although adver­
tised in all the daily papers. Had tho lectures been 
thinly attended, or a failure, there is little doubt but 
that notice would have been taken of tho fact. Mr. 
Tyerman has been invited to visit Adelaide to lecture 
on Spiritualism ; but, as yet, it is uncertain whether he 
will accept the invitation.

LATER MANIFESTATIONS AT CA8TLEMAINE.

WHEN wo reported the extraordinary physical manifestations at 
Mr. J. P------a, at Castlemaine, we suggested a test seance, we are
£td to say that our suggestion has been adopted. Three well­

own residents of Castlemaine (all sceptics) assembled at Mr. 
p----- «, and after minutely examining the room both inside and
out, nailed up the door, window and every other aperture. After 
sitting a short time, several solid objects, a brick, a flower-pot, 
album, Ac., were brought into the room, the doors, Ac., being un­
disturbed. A match struck in the midst of the seance, disclosed 
the album leaves turning over without visiblo agency. At 
another seance a hat, a piece of bacon, a bottle of wine Ac., were 
seen in transit through the air, and the bottle after being laid on 
the table aasamed an upright position without human contact, 
and plainly visible to all—in the broad light. The par­
ticulars reached us too late for full publication, but a good 
account of these extraordinary manifestations ap|cara in tho 
“Mount Alexander Mail” of August 27th and 28th.

Ws hear from Stawell, under date August 21, that 
Mr, Hayden’s lecture against Mr. Smith’s discourse on 
“Education," came off the proviou» night, when the 
Lyceum Hall was about two-third« filled, andattho close 
the sum of £2 15». 9d. was collected (being £3 5«. lea» 
than the amount collected at Mr. Smith’» lecture/ Mr. 
Hayden, who, about two years ago, at Ca«tlemaine, pub­
licly denounced Orthodoxy in unmeasured term», now 
has the effrontery to come forward a» the Orthodox 
champion, and on thi» occaaion backed up hi» unprin­
cipled assertion», by alluding to Mr. Smith’» lecture aa 
a hash of other people’s ideas, badly cooked; and asser­
tions that the Bible wa» tho only standard of truth. 
Mr. James M’Lean i« announced to phrenologically 
analyze the cau»o Mr. Hayden now advocates, as also 
bis general charactereatics, next Tuesday evening, and it 
is possible we will give a brief telegraphic notice of the 
result Mr. Hayden was well known to Mr. M’Lean 
when both gentlemen resided at Castlemaine. 8cir*  
Facia*.

O-----------
Gerald Masstt’b lectures were brought to a «ucces- 

ful conclusion on Sunday, 2nd June. The surplus funds 
arising from them were appropriated to various spiritual 
purposes. •-
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Country Agents
Caetlemaine—H. Bamford, Bull Street.
Sandhuret—Mr. Williams, High Street.
Pleatant Greek—Jas. M'Lean.
Taradale—Mr. C. Warren.
Adelaide—\N. H. Mitchell, News Agent, Exchange. 

Agentt wanted for all parte of the Colony.
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REDUCED PRICES.

S I 1ST G- "E ZR, ’ s
NEW NOISELESS lock-stitch sewing machine

The Best in the World, 

At
GREATLY REDUCED PRICES.

STANFORD & CO.,
CORNER OF BOURKE & RUSSELL STREETS

MELBOURNE.

^dvBrçtisqnT^nts. .

TO SPIRITUAL ACHERENTS OF THE HABMONIAL 
PHILOSOPHY ONLY.

WILL shortly be issued to all desiring the same, the Prospectus 
•’ of the AURELIA Co-operative Land and Labour Association. 

Suggestions received and information supplied by R. F. CUNNING­
HAM, Secretary, Thames, New Zealand. Central Committee to 
meet in Melbourne. Office» : 32 Nicholson Street, Fitzroy.

PHOTO-ART.

BATCHELDER AND CO., 
photographers and artists, 

(Established 1854),
Execute commissions in nil styles of Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms. Specimens at address,

4.1 a o r. r. i »r s htreht east.
THE AUSTRALIAN MECHANIC and JOUBNAL 
of SCIENCE and ART, containing Articles contri­
buted by the most eminent men in the Colonies. Pub­
lished Monthly, Price Sixpence. Clabson & Massina, 
72 Little Collins-st., and all Booksellers.

J. TYERMAN
Is prepared to Lecture on Spiritualism in any part ot 
the colony. Address—
Upton Cottage, Brierly Street, Carlton, Melbourne.

JOHN HOSIEB

PREMIER BOOT MANUFACTURER,
46 SWANSTON STREET, 

BETWEEN GARTON’S & RAINBOW HOTELS' 
MELBOURNE.

----------0----------

TUST RECEIVED, ex “J. M. Joshua,” “ Report of the Dialec­
ts tical Society on Spiritualism," 16s.; Home's “Incidents in my 
Life ” (2nd scries), 1 Is. 6d.; “ Hints for the Evidences of Spirit­
ualism,—by M. I’„ 3s.; “Jewish Literature and Modern Education, 
or the Use and Misuse of the Bible in Schools:" “Religion of Life, 
by the author of Alpha. 3s. 6d.; “ A Voice from the Ganges," 
showing the true source of Christianity, 6s. 6d.; “Renan’s Works;" 
•• Fichte’s Works," &c., kc. W. H. Terry, Spiritual and Progres­
sive Book Dcfiot, 96 Russell Street, Melbourne.

JUST FUBLIBHED,
A FFINITY.—A Teaching from the Spirit-world, 

•aa. concerning the next State of Existence. Re­
ceived under Spirit-impression by William Bowley. 
A Book full of interest and Instruction. Price, 2s., Cloth.

W. H. TERRY, 96 Russell Street, Melbourne.

Sole Patentee of the Canterbury Buckle Boot, registered 
according to Act of Parliament, 1872.

MRS. LAND'S NEW PATENT ECONOMICAL
DOMESTIC WASHING TABLE.

PRICES IN MELBOURNE: 
ONLY 378. QD. EACH.

BBINO THE

Cheapest of all WASHING MACHINES.
ON AN ENTIRELY NEW PRINCIPLE.

If two Trestles are required, price 7s. 6d. extra.

It saves time, Baves labour, save soon, saves fuel, Baves 
water, saves tho clothe», and washes them very clear and 
quite clean. No friction is employed: no injurious 
chemicals are required: soap alone is used and cold water. 
The Waehing Apparatus without trestles is all that is essential: 
it can be placed upon any convenient table. The treetlee are re­
quired where there is no table.

PRINTED TESTIMONIALS SENT FREE BY POST.
JAMES Mo EWAN & Co., Elisabeth St.. Melbourne.

SPECIAL ANNOURCEMENT.
From advices received by tho Juno Mall, J. Rosier has tho pleasure to inti­

mate to liis numerous patrons that he has completed arrangements with bls 
London Correspondent to forward the newest Pari dan and London Fashions 
monthlv. J. R. will therefore always be prepared to place Viotorian Fash­
ionables on an equal footing with their counterparts at the other slue oi tho world.

TO TOURIST! AND PEDESTRIANS GENERALLY.
The best friend ono can take with him on a tramp is a well-fitting and 

sound pair of Boots. Of such notliing at present mado surpasses Rosier i 
the best principles of J. R.’s attainments in tho art of 

Beot-niaking are lavished upon their production. The low broad and sub- 
»tantial h2*T ’ M?e 8traiKht direction for the great toes, suitablo width of 
thread and depth at tho roots of the little toes are the principal points of 
fitting, thus providing for the anatomical requirement# of tho foot when 
in motion. To excellence of leather and work manahip may bo added the 
combination of lightness, with strength, amply sufficient to ensure satis­
factory and enduring wear.—Prices varying from 26a. according to styles selected.

TO THE LADIE8.

■l THE FITZROY SECULAR ACADEMY,
CORNER OF NICH0L80N 4 GERTRUDE STS.,

FOR
Young Ladies and Young Gentlemen.

This Institution is Conducted by

JSZC _A. 1ST 1ST S ,
Assisted by Competent Teachers; and is Established with 
the view of supplying what is felt to be one of the Great 
Wants of the Age, namely, an Educational Establish­
ment of a Secular Character, not teaching any Creed nor 
Dogma, but inculcatingprinciplee of Morality, and culti­
vating a true sense of Honor. Vacancies for Boarders.

Terms Moderate.
Pnqpecti« forwarded on application to Principal.

M dovotea special attention to the manufacture of ladies wear, m re-
F™ atyle, fit, and material. J. R. has the pleasure to intimate that 
his arrangement for tho production of the new atyle of Shoea now so 
much in demand, are complete in all details. ,

PBrad0 BooU’Hunting “d Jookei
Orders from the adjacent Colonies attended to as usual, and forwarded 

by anv conveyance deaired. Up country c/rrnmanda also punctually attended 
to and sent by coach or rail.

Improved Style. Fit Guaranteed. No Increase in Price.
Note the Address—46 8WAN8T0N ST., short distance from Town Hall 

(between oarton’s AND RAINBOW hotels).

. K P^Jon 4 Co., their Offloe, 10« Elisabeth Street, Melbourne
MdbjSiT’ W’ TOrry’ PubUihod by him at W Russell Strort


