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At a recent meeting of the London Spiritualistic 
Alliance, Mr. H. J. Lees read a paper on the Bible and 
Modern Spiritualism, wherein he shews a parallel and 
contrast between the spiritual phenomena pervading the 
former with those of modern times. This work was 
very fully performed by Dr. Eugene Crowell twenty years 
ago, but as it is published in two large volumes, it 
reaches the eyes of very few of those to whom it is most 
applicable, viz., the numerous Christian sects who hold 
aloof from Spiritualism because they believe it is an 
tagonistic to the book upon which their religion is based. 
Mr. Lees, who has qualified himself for the task he has 
accomplished by “seven years of hard work and re­
search,” during which he read the entire book “ no less 
than twelve times,” and made innumerable “ cross refer­
ences,” has succeeded in putting into a small compass 
the facts, and proving not only the identity of Biblical 
seers and prophets with modern mediums, but that the 
former were subject to the same imperfections as the 
latter, and more patience and consideration was usually 
exhibited towards them than modern mediums are ac­
corded. He proves that what we call séances were a 
recognised institution, and that music served exactly the 
same purpose in regard to them as it does now ; that 
payment to mediums for their services was a recognised 
—though not uniform—custom ; that “Tests” were fre­
quently sought for, and exposures were not unknown. 
He gives no less than nineteen distinct forms of medium­
ship that were practised in Bible Spiritualism, and 
supplies chapter and verse for their verification.

We gather from‘Mr. Lees’preliminary remarks that 
he has been an opponent of Spiritualism on religious 
grounds, and infer from his concluding ones that his 
opinions have now changed to a great extent. These, 
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however, he informs us, have nothing to do with the 
facts ; he puts his position thus : “ As to the origin, 
merits, teachings, or inspiration of the book, together 
with the varied opinions that are held respecting it, I 
have nothing to do at the present time. My duty is to 
take the book as I find it, and as far as possible trace 
what parallel I can find between the phenomena there 
recorded and those with which we are more or less 
acquainted to-day.” This is a sound philosophical posi­
tion to take, casting no reflection upon the belief of any 
reader of the book, merely appealing to the reason and 
good sense of his hearers to examine and compare the 
parallels he has presented to them, which if found cor­
rect will do more to strengthen the position of those who 
hold to the Bible as essential to salvation, than of those 
who already have knowledge by personal observation of 
the parallel phenomena now occurring all over the civi­
lised world. Faith in Scripture records is weakening day 
by day, and believers in the plenary inspiration of the 
book, who were plentiful in our youth, are becoming rare 
indeed. Those who will confidently affirm it contains all 
that is essential for salvation, are not plentiful ; and 
nothing but proof of the correctness of what has been 
hitherto looked upon as the supernatural parts of it will 
check this rapidly increasing decadence of faith in its 
efficacy as a salvator.

We are not amongst those who condemn the Bible as 
a useless book. Whilst we deny its infallibility, and 
consider that a large proportion of its contents is extra­
neous and a dead weight to the spiritual part of it, there 
is undoubtedly in it material for a pure system of ethics 
adapted to the requirements of the multitude. The past 
revision was the first step in its purification ; the verifi­
cation of its alleged supra-mundane facts will be the 
“ shoring up ” which will give it temporary stability, 
and ultimately the excision of all its gross and extra­
neous parts will rehabilitate it and give it a vitality for 
good, which it now lacks to the ordinary reader. It is 
only the judicious use of it by liberal and spiritually- 
minded clergymen who, avoiding dogma, use its many 
sterling chapters as texts for moral and spiritual lessons 
adapted to the requirements of their spiritually hungry 
congregations, that makes it at all useful in its present 
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state. The uninspired and contradictory parts form 
convenient handles for materialists to lay hold of, whilst 
they cast ridicule upon the whole of its contents. Many 
theologians admit that the inspiration of the Bible is 
only partial, and were this more generally conceded it 
would at least weaken if not disarm adverse criticism.

------------------------ ------------------------------

The “ Vaccination ” controversy is brought to a conclu­
sion .in the present issue. We have not space or inclina­
tion to traverse the numerous letters composing it : the 
evidences and statistics on both sides have been very 
distinctly put, and we leave our readers to form their 
own conclusions. There are statistics and statistics, but 
the isolated ones, referring to any particular city or 
country, are of little value unless all the circumstances 
are presented with them. For instance, smallpox being 
a contagious disease may, in a country where vaccination 
is rigidly enforced, be excluded by precautionary measures 
for some years, and the advocates of vaccination point 
triumphantly to this immunity as the result of vaccina­
tion. The same thing may occur where vaccination is 
not enforced or practised to any extent, and the oppo­
nents of vaccination attribute their immunity to non­
vaccination. There is one statistic, however, which we 
have not seen questioned that is significant, viz., that the 
mortality from smallpox in England, before the intro­
duction of vaccination, and at the present time, is 
almost identical (18-8 per cent, before, and 18'5 now), 
shewing that in spite of the progress of medical know­
ledge, it is as virulent now as in pre-vaccination times. 
That the Anti-Vaccination Movement is growing, fand 
that numbers of experienced medical men who were 
advocates of Vaccination are receding from their position 
is pretty good evidence that there is soundness in it. 
That there are serious evils incident to Vaccination we 
know from personal observation.

OUR FOREIGN EXCHANGES.

“Who hath believed our report?” La Buena Nueva, 
published at Sancti Spiritus, in the island of Cuba, 
answers this question by enumerating the most promi­
nent Spiritualists of the second half of the present 
century. The list covers three pages and comprises 
upwards of twenty crowned heads and titled personages, 
about thirty distinguished statesmen and publicists, a 
score or more of famous men and women of letters, and 
a host of philosophers, judges, University professors, 
naturalists, mathematicians, astronomers, geographical 
explorers, anthropologists, physiologists, chemists and 
medical practitioners.

We learn from the same publication that the Spirit­
ualist colony, which has been founded under the title of 
“ Summerland,” in the county of Santa Barbara, Cali­
fornia, is making rapid progress, and that it publishes a 
weekly journal, entitled The Reconstructor. It has its 
temple, its school, its public library, and its post and 
telegraph office ; as also a station on the South Pacific 
line of railway.

The Psychiclie Studien, of Leipzig, edited by Coun­
cillor Alexander Aksakow, of St. Petersburg, contains 
an interesting account of some private séances given at 
his own house in that city, by Mrs. Fay ; as also of the 
controversy which arose when that lady visited Magde­
burg in December last, in which four of the local news­
papers took part. Dr. Carl du Prel contributes an essay 
on Somnambulism ; and the subject of mind-cure and 
spiritual healing is ably discussed Gr. C. Wittig, who 
also furnishes an article respecting a phantom which was 
seen in the month of September, at Schleiz, as 
related in the Chronik der Stadt Schleiz, and a precisely 
similar phenomenon observed at Doppoldiswalde, last 
summer.

We have to acknowledge the receipt, with a request 
for exchange, of two numbers of the Verdade e Luz— 
(Truth and Light), an organ of scientific Spiritualism, 
edited by Senor Antonio Gonçalves da Silva Batuira, 

and published in Portuguese, every fortnight, at San 
Paulo, in Brazil. Its original articles are written in an 
earnest spirit, and its extract matter is calculated to give 
its readers a good idea of the progress of Spiritualism 
in other parts of the world.

We are glad to learn from La Constancia, Buenos 
Ayres, that the cause of truth is making steady headway 
in the Argentine Republic, in spite of the severe trials 
through which that country is passing. A Spiritual 
Union has been organised at Gualeguaycher, a town con­
taining a population of 10,000 ; and it holds its 
meetings twice a week. A second Society has been 
formed at Concordia, a town possessing the same number 
of inhabitants, on the river Uruguay. A third in the 
province of Mendoza, under the title of L„s Hermanos 
de la Fé, (the Brethren of the Faith). And a fourth at 
Sombrero? in Venezuela. There are no less than seven 
federated associations of Spiritualists, numbering an 
aggregate of 8935 members, in Buenos Ayers ; and three 
Societies outside of the federation, with 1694 members. 
Most of them meet twice, aud some of them three times 
a week. The population of Buenos Ayres is not greater 
than that of Melbourne and its suburbs.

From the Argentine capital comes also La Fraternidad 
the organ of the Spiritualist Federation above referred 
to ; and it may be mentioned as a curious illustration 
of the way in which information travels, that an article 
we translated from the Spanish of a Mexican paper, was 
copied into the Tico Worlds, and has been translated 
back again into Spanish for La Fraternidad, by Senor 
Florian Patron with acknowledgments to the Harbinger 
of Light.

Our contemporary contains a sketch of a new kind of 
table. It resembles in form a triangular cribbage-board, 
and the alphabet is divided into three sections. It stands 
upon three legs, and the lifting of one of these by the 
spirit denotes that the letter wished to be conveyed is 
between A and H, or I and P, or Q and Z ; hence not 
more than nine repetitions are called for, after the sec­
tion has been indicated, instead of twenty-six, as in the 
ordinary methods of typtology.

La Illustracion Nacional, of Madrid, which is not a 
Spiritualist publication, contains the following honest 
admission :—“ What happened with magnetism during 
the first half of the present century, is actually taking 
place as regards Spiritualism. It is considered by the 
vulgar as a species of witchcraft ; and by people who 
pride themselves on their intelligence, as a more or less 
dangerous craze (chifladura') ; nevertheless, the adepts of 
this doctrine multiply to an incredible extent : they are 
to be counted by millions ; they have in all countries a 
great number of periodicals ; and at. the head of these 
are some of the most illustrious personages of the scien­
tific world.” In Spain itself, the greatest orator, if not 
the greatest statesman of the day, Senor Castelar, is a 
pronounced Spiritualist.

Le Gaulois, Paris, states that Dr. Charcot, the famous 
psychopathist, is engaged in a scientific investigation of 
the phenomena of Spiritualism. Those which are occu­
pying his attention at present are the so-called duplica­
tion of the personality, and related phenomena. If the 
Doctor’s mind is as freely open to conviction as were the 
minds of Mr Crookes, Dr. Gibier, and Professor Zöllner, 
but one result can follow ; and Dr. Charcot’s declaration 
of the spiritual causes of the phenomena will cause a 
profound sensation in the scientific world of both Europe 
and America.

The Reformador, of Rio de Janeiro, mentions the for­
mation of a new group in that city, under the title of 
Grupo Spirita Maria da Conceipgao e José. It also re­
ports an excellent lecture delivered in the hall of the 
Spiritualist Federation of Brazil, by Dr. Bezerva de 
Menezes, upon the organisation and working of spiritual 
circles ; as well as the particulars of a remarkable mani­
festation in the city of Valenga, in Babia, communicated 
by Lieutenant Colonel, F. S. de Olivetro Porta.

From Mendoza, a city of 100,000 inhabitants and the 
capital of the province of the same name, in tile Argen­
tine Republic, we have received La Perseverancia, con­
taining, among other articles, a masterly reply, by Senor 
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H. M. de Villars, to an attack made upon Magnetism 
and Spiritualism, by Dr. Pinero, which sprawls over 
seven columns of two issues of La Nadon, a secular 
journal. The doctor has evidently “ caught a tartar.” 
The same writer deals trenchantly with another oppo­
nent, a certain Señor Besson, who appears to be a Pro­
testant minister, and as narow-minded as his Roman 
Catholic brethren.

We have to thank our contemporary for his kindly 
reference to the 20 th birthday of the Harbinger of Light. 
We regret that an exceptional pressure upon our time 
prevents us from translating the impressive communica­
tions from Savonarola and Martin Luther, which are 
given in the numbers of La Perseveranda just to hand.

The Luz del Alma, of Buenos Ayres, appears to have 
been seriously affected by the disastrous crisis through 
which the Argentine Republic has been pacing, and 
asks for help to enable it to weather the storm. We 
sincerely hope the appeal will not be made in vain.

The receipt of the May number of Op de Grenzen van 
Twee Werelden, gives the writer of this section of the 
Harbinger of Light an opportunity of saying how fully 
he appreciates the admirable sentiments expressed in the 
letter of Mme. Elise van Calcar, published in the last 
number of this journal. Such sentiments are equally 
honourable to her heart and head. They breathe the 
spirit of true charity and inspire the conviction that 
Spiritualism must continue to flourish and extend in the 
Netherlands with so gifted, sympathetic and kindly an 
exponent of its principles and doctrines as the authoress 
of the historical romance of De jEedgenorten.

Our French and Belgian exchanges we are obliged to 
hold over until next month.

ANTI-VACCINATION MOVEMENT.
Beta’s Farewell to “ A. M.”

At last “ A. M.” has given to a world breathless with 
expectancy the source of his “ Official documents abso­
lutely reliable ; ” not that the world is much wiser now 
than heretofore ; but still we breathe again. To quote a 
work in a foreign language, published so far away and so 
difficult to procure, is analogous to the patent medicine 
proprietor who gives testimonials of cures effected at the 
other end of the world. Of course they may be authentic, 
but they cannot be readily proven.

However, as Dr. Schulz is the only authority men 
tioned, I must conclude that all of A. M’s. information 
and facts are drawn from this source. In fact he says 
“ The statistics I gave in my last communication were 
taken from Dr. Schulz’s work.”

He is very wroth with me for having, according to his 
opinion, given diluted doses of Crookshank, and nothing 
else. Strange, that what is a virtue in A. M. should be 
a vice in Beta ; the story of other people’s corn and your 
own bushel applies here.

“A.M.” has read Schulz, and Schulz only, and he swears 
by Schulz. Let him read my last letter again, and he 
will find no less than sixteen authorities quoted, and the 
“ horrible ” Orookshank not even mentioned.

I have always believed (but am open to conviction) 
that in order toget an intelligent grasp of a subject it is 
necessary to study the “ pros and cons”—to saturate the 
mind with the facts and theories, etc., of both sides, and 
then draw your own conclusions ; but A. M. is above 
the schools, and such pigmies as myself are nowhere 
when placed within echo distance of the great I am—I 
mean “A. M.”

But above all, A. M. ranks as “M. A.” in the school of 
romance; his Life of Jenner is pure fiction; it out- 
Baron’s Baron, and blows a louder blast than even John 
Simon dared to do in praise of his great master.

Limits of space prohibit detailed and often extraneous 
matter from being introduced, yet its omission lays one 
open to the charge of suppression of facts—strange logic, 
A. M., but characteristic. A. M. is evidently not a dis­
ciple of Carlyle, who spoke of his countrymen as “ mostly 
fools,” as he takes special pains toteli us that “John 
Bull is no fool.” Well, this is a matter of opinion ; there 
are people who not alone believe, but insist upon him 

being a “ consummate ass ” in some things—the £30,000 
given to Jenner, to wit. The £10,000 in 180?, and the 
£20,000 in 1807, were voted in “thin” houses (107 and 
115 memhers), the majority in favour on division for the 
first amount, which was reduced from £20,000 to 
£10,000, being only 3. The movers and supporters were 
all personal friends of Jenner, and his “ claims ” were 
strengthened by the patronage of royalty as well as that 
of dukes, earls, and lords. Those members who Avere 
mainly instrumental in getting the money for him ad­
mitted that they knew nothing of the subject. The 
£20,000 was given on the strength of the report of a 
commission of doctors, who called only friendly witnesses, 
and yet were forced to admit that Jenner’s claim to the 
discovery of vaccination “ was not true,” but that he 
“ discovered the arm-to-arm treatment,” which he did 
not, Benjamin Jesty, in 1774, having so vaccinated at 
Yetminster. The public had had bitter experience of 
the death-dealing “ inoculation,” so that vaccination, so 
full of promise, so easy of operation, so effective, so mild, 
so soon to stamp out smallpox, was hailed with delight.

To better understand the attitude of the lay and 
medical mind towards it, we have but to remember the 
Koch Inoculation farce of six months ago ; the alacrity, 
with which it was hailed and accepted by doctors, press, 
and public, without any proof whatever of its efficacy, 
and the sudden fall of the enthusiasm below zero when 
failure “ followed fast and followed faster.” For Koch 
read Jenner, and for “ months ” read years, and the 
secret’s out. In fact, if it had been all that was claimed 
for it—hailed as it was as a special angel of deliverance 
—compulsion or legislative action would have been quite 
unnecessary ; it was its failure that necessitated the 
strong arm of the law being used. Moreover, Lord 
Lyttleton, in introducing the bill of 1853 to the House 
of Lords, said, “ I have no scientific knowledge of the 
subject myself, and for my information I am indebted to 
some able and learned persons belonging to the Epidemi­
ological Society.” *

* The Epidemiological Society for the Investgation of Epidemic 
Diseases. This was a Society of Doctors, with a number of suit­
able decoys, chiefly designed as an instrument wherewith to 
operate on Parliament for the better establishment and more 
liberal endowment of Vaccination.— White’s Story of a Great 
Delusion. Page ISO.

A. M. admits that Jenner was rash in asserting them 
(the effects of one vaccination) to be for life. True, but 
when was he anything else ? But what, about the 32 
physicians, 40 surgeons, and 180 apothecaries who signed 
the following testimonial, published in the “ Medical 
Review” and the “ Medical Journal ” for July, 1800, 
and reprinted in the newspapers 1

“ Many unfounded reports have been circulated which 
have a tendency to prejudice the public against vaccina­
tion. We, the undersigned physicians and surgeons, 
think it our duty to declare our opinion that those per­
sons who have had the cowpox are perfectly secure from 
the future infection of the smallpox.”

The example set by the city medicos was soon followed 
by the country ones, who signed the testimonial almost to 
a man.

Only one edition of the “ Inquiry ” was ever pub­
lished, that was in 1798 ; not three editions, as A.M. 
erroneously states. It was purposely kept out of print 
by Jenner, because it advocated “ horse grease,” and 
“ horse grease cowpox ; ” and this would have clashed 
with the “ Further Inquiry,” which while really advo­
cating the same, erased the words horse grease and left 
the sentences to read—Cowpox, which was the form of 
vaccination being popularised by Doctors Pearson and 
Woodville, and the only sort of lymph the public would 
accept.

The credulity evidenced in such a statement as 
“Before Jenner nobody escaped smallpox,” is scarcely 
credible, and is singularly like that stupidity that a cer­
tain German author tells us : “ Against which the gods 
themselves are powerless.”

A. M.’s heroics over the statue in Trafalgar Square 
are very funny. It is true a statue was erected in Tra­
falgar Square, in 1859, but a few years later it silently 
and mysteriously disappeared and found a resting-place 
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in an obscure corner of Kensington Gardens,*  where 
probably it remains until the present. Significant is this 
fact of the destiny of Compulsory Vaccination, and the 
“ beneficent work of Jenner.

* “The Melbourne Anti - Compulsory Vaccination Society.” 
Particulars. I believe, can be had from Mr. Bamford, Office of 
the “ Harbinger. ”

But funniest of all is his “ guess ” as to my “ identity.” 
I have always been under the delusion that my “ calling ” 
in life was of a very different order. Certainly I have a 
relation who once upon a time was in the “grocery line,” 
which is the nearest approach that I have ever (con­
sciously) come to the trade, and I can positively assert 
(with apologies to A. M.) that I have never been in the 
North Eastern District (of Victoria, I presume, the 
locality of A. M.’s labours, evidently) in my life. Poor 
A. M., am I to take this as an example of the “ state­
ments absolutely reliable ” that you have been making 
lately 1

It is an axiom of debate that whosoever loses his 
temper or descends to personalities, not alone demon­
strates the weakness and falsity of his cause, but the 
victory of his opponent.

A. M., your last letter is a “ whirlwind of passion,” 
and none that you have written are free from scurrility. 
The only thing you have “proved” is your utter inabi­
lity to defend a cause the opponents of which you were 
the first to attack. I presume you are a German, if so a 
soldier. Soldiers never parade their wounds. My 
arrows have hit home ; do not sit down and cry, look to 
your armour and defence. If you really want to study 
the subject I shall be very pleased to loan you all the 
works I have—some thirty—including the “red rag,” 
Crookshank.

The off-hand way in which the most convincing evi­
dence of Dr. Wallace is dismissed, and the contempt 
shown for that of Vogt, I would respectfully state is 
neither argument nor refutation.

Professor A. R. Wallace is too well known to need any 
introduction. It would be difficult to find a more con­
scientious, careful, and zealous student of nature, and 
one who not only deserves but does rank as high if not 
higher than Darwin. Dr. Vogt is Professor of Hygiene 
in the Berne University, and next to Kolb, the greatest 
collector of statistics in Europe.

The presence ot Dr. Creighton’s name in the Encyclo. 
Brittanica is quite sufficient acknowledgment of his 
fitness to speak upon the subject, apart from the good 
work he has done for the members of the faculty A. M. 
considers angels in disguise who only charge a guinea a 
visit. No wonder they are few and far between.

Professor E. W. Crookshank, M.B., is Professor of 
Comparative Pathology and Bacteriology in King’s 
College, London.

The bald assertion of A. M., “ unknown, unsung,” 
cannot under any circumstances be placed against the 
matured and cultivated opinion of such men as these, 
who along with many others, have given years of valu­
able time to the study of a subject that A. M. sums up 
and dismisses off-hand in nothing but a string of “words, 
words, words.”

Further, I would draw A. M.’s attention to the testi­
mony of such a man as Prof. G. F. Kolb, the greatest 
Statistician in Europe, who says :—“ From childhood I 
had been trained to look upon cowpox as an absolute 
protective from smallpox. I believed in vaccination 
more strongly than in any ecclesiastical dogma. Nu­
merous and acknowledged failures did not shake my 
faith. The question of vaccination came before the 
Reichstag. A medical friend supplied me with a mass 
of statistics in favour of vaccination, in his opinion con­
clusive and unanswerable. This awoke the statistician 
within me. On inspection I found the figures delusive, 
and closer examination left no shadow of doubt in my 
mind that the statistical array of proof represented a 
complete failure. My investigations were continued and 
judgment was confirmed.” Then follow the figures re­
lating to Bavaria, already given.

The concluding remarks of. my last letter apply here 
with renewed force, and not even all the German authori­
ties put together, can alter the fact that smallpox is an 
“imported ” disease whenever at long intervals it mani­
fests its presence in Australia.

* Fry’s London, 1890.

Smallpox is one of seven, known as zymotic diseases, 
including diarrhæa, typhoid fever, etc. During the past 
80 years the total death-rate for zymotic diseases has 
remained almost stationary, fluctuating only in the indi­
vidual diseases. Thus the diminution of one was fol­
lowed by an increased death-rate in one or more of the 
others ; so that the average death-rate has remained the 
same to within a fraction. Hence, granting that vaccina­
tion has succeeded in minimising smallpox, the increase 
from death in the other diseases of the same species 
shews that it at best is only a transference of the cause 
of mortality, and a change of the name.

We are, therefore, forced to the conclusion, from the 
vaccinists’ standpoint, that there is little hope for poor 
suffering humanity until the whole of the seven zymotic 
diseases are treated in the same way, and vaccination 
becomes S veritable panacea. Even then outraged nature 
would probably manifest her disgust and punishment in 
some new disease which, like erysipelas, wonld owe its 
origin to the grim horror, vaccination. Yet the medical 
faculty assure us that the absence and neglect to procure 
proper sanitation is the most fruitful source of typhoid 
fever, and that proper drainage and obedience to hygienic 
laws will result in its diminution, if not total extinction, 
when the same reasoning is applied to smallpox, a kin­
dred disease, A. M. waxes wrath and writes us down an 
ass—but enough !

To the Editor for all the space given to this subject I 
return my best thanks. To the readers of the Harbinger, 
I trust I have made my object clear, and shown that my 
endeavour has been to defend a principle, not to gain an 
individual victory. The issue lies with you. If you 
are in sympathy with the movement against “ Compul­
sion,” and desire to assist, then join the Society.*  If, on 
the contra, you accept vaccination as the saviour, and 
A. M. as its only prophet, be careful that the way you 
go does not end in a dismal swamp, and that upon some 
dark night, led by this “ Will-o’-the-Wisp,” you do not 
fall a victim to the very monster you are supposed to be 
proof against. Farewell, A. M. ; perhaps we shall meet 
in a brighter and a better world,

“ Where the doctors cease from troubling, 
And their victims are at rest.”

ABSTRACTS FROM SPHINX,
WITH REMARKS,

By A. Mueller, M.D.

Spiritualism, like all things 'mundane, is the result of 
evolution. Its glorious truths constituting the most 
perfect religio-philosophical system that ever ministered 
to the cravings of the human heart, have been gradually 
evolved. None of them are absolutely new. Almost 
from the very dawn of history they were impressed by 
intuition or inspiration on specially privileged and recep­
tive minds, the seers of the ages.

Now only, in the fulness of time, when the human 
mind collectively is sufficiently advanced in culture to 
receive them, and when, moreover, the need is greatest, 
the scattered fragments of truth have been collected, 
the divergent rays have been focussed in one point, and 
with errors of previous recipients eliminated, they are 
presented by the world of spirit, that guides and rules 
human development and human destiny, as one con­
sistent system of religion and philosophy, in which all 
previous ones find their consummation.

That the work is of God, that the hand of an all- 
ruling Providence, acting through the medium of the 
spirit-world, has laid down the lines on which the re­
ligious and ethical culture of humanity is henceforth to 
proceed, must be plain to all who with unbiassed minds 
follow the history of modern Spiritualism, and can dis­
cern its ever-increasing influence on contemporary 
thought and literature. It has silenced the sneers and 
execrations with which it was received at first by pulpit 
and press alike ; it has demonstrated the supremacy 
of mind and its existence apart from and independent of 
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matter, it has given, us the glorious certainty that our 
individuality does not cease with the death of the body, 
and thus broken the very backbone of materialism—that 
philosophy of blank negation and hopeless despair, to the 
baneful influence of which the convulsions now agitating 
society, and its evermore prevailing low moral tone, may 
justly be ascribed.

I was led to these reflections after reading Karl Kies- 
wetter’s interesting article in Sphinx on the development 
of supersensual views during the last 400 years. Kiese­
wetter is the historian of Sphinx. With patient toil, 
involving a prodigious amount of reading and research, 
he collects the material for his always highly instructive 
and interesting historical sketches, conveying information 
that would be sought in vain in ordinary works on his­
tory. On the present occasion he introduces to the 
reader a number of those illuminati, occultists, spirit­
ualists, or whatever we may call them, who during the 
last 400 years have testified to the existence of a super- 
sensual world and its relation to man.

As many of these are but little known, and all bear 
more or less on Spiritualism, a little acquaintance with 
them may be interesting to the readers of this journal.

Divergent as their views are, they all agree on one 
point : the soul after the death of the body is not a 
mere unthinkable abstraction, but exists in and by means 
of a transcendental organism—its astral or spiritual body. 
The views, however, of the occultists up to Swedenborg, 
are much more resulting from intuition and philosophical 
speculation than conscious inspiration and intercourse 
with the spirit-world, although such intercourse was not 
at all uncommon, and many of the facts of Spiritualism 
were well known to them. To introduce them all here 
and explain their doctrines, space forbids. The most 
prominent ones only can be passed in review.

Cornelius Agrippa, of Nettesheim (1436—1535), gives 
expression to some of the fundamental truths of Spirit­
ualism. Between the body and the soul he places the 
astral or spiritual body, the immediate bearer and enve­
lope of the soul, by means of which it acts on the physi­
cal or cell body, forming and organising it at will and in 
accordance with the laws of its nature.

When the physical body is worn out by age and 
disease, or otherwise fatally injured, the soul withdraws 
from it, clothed in its ethereal astral envelope only, to 
reap in another life the necessary and unavoidable results 
of its moral development whilst on earth. Agrippa 
concedes immortality to the soul only ; the astral body, 
he thinks, will wear out in time, when the soul must 
enter on a fresh incarnation. We know now, from our 
intercourse with the spirit-world, that the spiritual body 
changes pari passu with the development of the soul ; 
that it is coarse and earth-bound or refined and ethereal 
in proportion to the soul being still on the animal plane, 
or risen above it, and that it becomes ever more refined 
the higher the soul developes. Its rising into higher 
spheres would appear to be conditional on the spiritual 
body becoming more and more refined. If there is an 
end of it at all, we may assume that it finally cakes place 
when after an almost endless progress of the soul it has 
become too rarified to exist as a separate entity, and 
is reabsorbed into the Deity.

Paracelsus (1493—1541) does not mention the rein­
carnation theory, but treats largely of the astral body, 
and his ideas of it, after the death of the physical body, 
are so closely resembling the empty-shell-theory of the 
late Madame Blavatsky, that one feels tempted to sus­
pect this theosophical doctrine to have beenborrowed from 
Paracelsus. “ Only partially conscious it knocks about the 
scenes of its earth-life like one half drunk or mad, and 
produces hauntings, knocking, writing, etc. ; or like an 
empty house, it is taken possession of by frivolous or 
malignant intelligences, who by means of it at magical 
operations (séances) give false and deceiving answers, 
etc., etc.”

Paracelsus rightly as we think, dates our individuality 
from the time of conception, and assumes our uncon­
scious pre-existence to be in the Deity. ‘(What the des­
tiny of the soul after death is, he does not state, but 
indicates that death is but a change of perception, and 
does not alter the character of the individual.”

“ It must be known,” he writes, “that human spirits 
are not all truthful, nor all lying, but just the same as 
man. If a man has been truthful on earth, his spirit 
will also be truthful, but if he has been a liar, his spirit 
will also be a lying spirit.”

Passing over the Italians Hieronymas, Oardanus and 
Jiambattista Porta, we come to the noble Giordano 
Bruno, 1550—1600, who, after having been hunted all 
over Europe by both Catholic and Protestant bigotry, 
finally fell into the hands of the “ holy ” Inquisition, and 
was burnt at Rome. Bruno takes the soul to be an im­
mortal monad, ever striving after higher development—■ 
an intelligence by which and through which all organic 
life takes place. The human soul enjoys a higher or 
lower existence after death according to its ethical attain­
ments during earth-life. There are few of Bruno’s ideas 
but may be accepted by Spiritualists.

In Johann Raptista van Helmont, 1577—1644, we 
also find a close approach to Spiritualism. Before his 
time all bad spirits were considered to be cosmic beings, 
or fallen angels, never having inhabited human bodies. 
What Van Helmont calls kakodaemons, however, he 
takes to be human spirits, who, knowing that they are 
immortal and cannot die, yet constantly deny the good 
principle and are ever intent upon finding excuses for 
their transgressions. In other respects Van Helmont 
closely follows Paracelsus. His archaeus is the organising 
principle in man. It receives the image of the child 
from the parents, and forms the child accordingly. It 
has also the power of acting outside the body, a psychic 
force, that can be used for beneficent or malign pur­
poses on others, etc., etc.

Jacob Boehme approaches Spiritualism still more 
closely. He considers the astral body a real organism, 
the conditio sine qua non of the soul’s individuality and 
continued existence in the spirit-world. Man’s will is 
the image of the soul. It follows him i ito the next 
world, and there forms according to the things it 
loved on earth. If a man’s treasure has been ofi the 
earth only, it will always present itself to him and tor­
ture him by desires he cannot satisfy any more. He is 
ever drawn back to earth and actually appears at times 
in spectral form, repeating acts of his earth-life or seek­
ing relief for his tortures by supplicating the prayers of 
the living. Boehme also expressed his belief in an active 
interference of spirits in mundane affairs, but the full 
import and extent of such interference was not known 
to him.

Swedenborg, 1688—1772, was the first of the occultists 
of the period under consideration who realised to its full 
extent the existence and ’nearness of the spirit-world, 
and through his powerful mediumistic gifts was placed 
into intimate intercourse with it. There can be no doubt 
that this intercourse was real and objective, not as Kiese­
wetter asserts, the result of a species of self-deceit and of 
hallucination. When spirits make use of human brains for 
the purpose of inspiration, the latter hardly ever give 
pure results, but the ideas of the medium are almost 
always interblended with those the spirits wish to 
convey.

That delineations of spirit-life, which in the light of 
later revelations we find to be correct, are in Sweden­
borg’s writings, coloured by personal bias and a blind 
belief in the literal truth of the Bible, does not justify 
Kiesewetter’s conclusions as to their purely subjective 
natnre. It is “ passing strange,” that if they are mere 
dreams and hallucinations, their correctness and sub­
stantial truth has been confirmed times out of number 
through mediums and to persons who know nothing of 
Swedenborg and his writings, and who frequently sat in 
the quiet home circle, which is so much more fruitful 
and reliable a source of information than the utterances 
of public mediums.

Equally far off the mark is Kiesewetter’s assertion 
that Spiritualists are strictly speaking Swedenborgians. 
He might have asserted that all Swedenborgians are 
Christian Spiritualists, i. e., Spiritualists still clinging to 
church-Christianity, the last remnant of fetish-worship.

Between a Spiritualist proper and a Swedenborgian 
there is about as much difference as there is between a 
free-born Australian and a Russian serf, or a negro born 
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in bondage. Spiritualism, in the sense in which we take 
it, is a republic acknowledging no earthly master, no 
infallibility of either book or person, and no standard of 
truth but the conscience and enlightened reason of the 
individual. It proscribes fetishism and idolatry of any 
kind, does away effectually with the long-standing con­
flict between religion and science, and is thus eminently 
fitted to become the religion of the future.

Swedenborgianism, on the other hand, is merely church- 
Christianity with the revelations given through Sweden­
borg superadded. That the latter are coloured by the 
medium’s special proclivities, does not detract from their 
general value, which on the whole has been confirmed by 
later revelations. Even errors may be inspired, for 
spirits, though freer than man, are not wholly exempt 
from them.

Swedenborg was the forerunner, the John the Baptist 
of modern Spiritualism ; but there is as great a gulf 
between the two as there was between John’s teachings 
and the inspiied utterances of the great Nazarene.

Jung Stilling, 1740—1817, is the principal disciple of 
Swedenborg, and occupies the same platform. He goes 
a step further than Swedenborg in pointing out that 
spirits not merely hold intercourse with man, but also 
influence his thoughts, actions, and destiny for good or 
for evil. Exaggerating the dangers of this intercourse1 
however, he gravely warns one and all not to engage 
in it.

Justinus Kerner, 1786—1862. I cannot agree with 
Kiesewetter that this genial poet, author, and physician 
was in any way influenced by Swedenborg. There is 
nothing in his works up to the time when he was brought 
face to face with the wonderful phenomena evoh ed by 
his patient, Catherine Hauffe, that would lead one to 
believe he ever gave occult matters a thought, excepting 
perhaps that he studied from a medical point of view 
the phenomena of animal magnetism. The seeress of 
Prevorst, a medium of most unusual power, made him 
acquainted with all the phenomena of modern Spirit­
ualism and in the 2000 visits he paid her, he drew from 
these phenomena his own independent conclusions, ex­
actly in the same way as Crookes, Wallace, Varley, and 
the host of modern investigators of the subject have 
done. The reality of the spirit-world was forcibly im­
pressed upon him, and he had the courage of his opinions 
—the courage to publish them regardless of the ridicule 
and odium he was likely to incur.

The brave Weinsberg physician was the first who ever 
ventured on a scientific investigation of our phenomena. 
His conclusions are original, and further go to show that 
he was independent of Swedenborg, whilst his theory of 
a nerve-ether, by which he explained the phenomena, 
seems to indicate that he was not acquainted with the 
writings of the older’ pneumatologists. They called it 
the astral or spiritual body, but did not ascribe to it 
organising functions. They looked upon it as a product 
merely of the organising principle, the soul ; and this 
theory, brought forward again by Du Prel, is certainly 
the most consistent with the monistic philosophy, and 
the most acceptable.

Kerner probably meant the same thing in asserting 
that by means of this nerve-ether the soul weaves an 
ethereal envelope around itself ; but the name nerve- 
ether would seem to imply that he looked upon it as an 
emanation from the nerves, and consequently a product 
-of the physical body. Kerner met his opponents with 
well-deserved and biting satire. The phenomena he 
had observed were too striking and real to be explained 
away by would-be scientific theories of collective, objec­
tive hallucinations, unconscious cerebration, etc., which 
then as now were brought forward, and which he wit­
tily described as “ frozen dreams.”

Kerner and the seeress came about quarter of a cen­
tury too soon, at least as far as immediate effects of their 
work were concerned. The pendulum of evolution was 
swinging almost solely in the sensual plane in Germany ; 
materialism reigned supreme, and but for Kerner’s emi­
nence as a poet and author, both he and Catharine 
Hauffe would long ago have been forgotten. Even as it 
is, his lustre as a poet is greatly dimmed in the eyes of 
his countrymen by the stand he took with regard to the 

seeress. Nine out of ten educated Germans will answer 
the question, “ Have you read Kerner Ì ” with an indif­
ferent if not contemptuous shrug of the shoulders, or 
probably ask you in return, whether you mean Koerner 
the poet, or Kerner the ghost-monger. Such are the 
blinding effects of prejudice, for Kerner as a poet stands 
quite as high, if not higher, than his friend, the popular 
Uhland.

Kerner lived to see the work he had initiated taken 
up again. His “Seeress of Prevorst” appeared in 1829, 
and in 1848 the spirit-world once more appealed to stolid 
humanity, but this time on a larger scale and among a 
more receptive people. Unfortunately, Kerner became 
totally blind before the wave of spiritual influx reached 
Europe, and more especially Germany, where even now 
it is a mere wavelet, otherwise we would no doubt have 
seen him in the front ranks of German pioneers, beside 
Zoellner, Wagner, Fichte, etc.

------------------- 4-------- ----------- -

OCCASIONAL NOTES.

Great Scot ! What next ? Varley, the valiant vilifier, 
has been speaking and writing against French plays, and 
here is the Age (June 15th) publishing a letter in which 
the evangelist is asked why he doesn’t use “ some of his 
well-intentioned efforts to purge that book—worthy of 
all reverence—the Bible, from stories as obscene and 
unfit for reading, especially in public, as any French 
play.” '

Mr. John Albert Bright, M.P. for Birmingham, who 
is the eldest son of the late Right Hon. John Bright, 
has been appointed to the Royal Commission on Vaccina­
tion in succession to the late Charles Bradlaugh. Mr. 
Bright’s attitude at present regarding vaccination is 
that “while vaccination may be considered a preventive 
of smallpox, the present compulsory system is, in certain 
respects, unjustifiable,” and that “ much of such evils as 
have hitherto come from the system might be avoided by 
the use of calf lymph.” The appointment has been 
viewed with keen dissatisfaction by the great Anti­
Vaccination party in England, and protests have been 
sent to the Government from all parts of the country. 
The National Reformer (Mr. Bradlaugh’s journal) also 
regrets the selection made.

The Venerable Archdeacon Hales, B.A., of Launceston, 
has made his name known in colonial ecclesiastical history 
by reason of his outspoken utterances. This is his latest, 
appearing in a letter to the Tasmanian Church News of 
june:—“There are already in the colonies too many 
ignorant teachers of religion. The education and intelli­
gence of the laity are increasing, while the intelligence 
and education of candidates for Orders are not, as a rule, 
sufficiently encouraged by the Bishops. If Christianity 
loses its hold on men of thought, sense, and cultivation, 
whose fault is it ? Is the Church to be a corporation for 
exhibiting pretty, æsthetical shows—and teaching feeble 
religious sentiment—or is it to be an instrument for pro­
moting the strong, sturdy, manly religion of Jesus Christ 
■—which consists in the cultivation of a character formed 
after His character ? In understanding be men.”

It is seriously stated that four Scotch judges have laid 
it down, as a doctrine to be acted upon, that a belief in 
Spiritualism is conclusive evidence of a man’s incapacity 
to manage his “worldly” affairs. We should like to 
refer these four legal owls (says the Rev. John Page 
Hopps) to the daylight supplied by three of the most 
enlightened men of this century,—William Howitt, 
Alfred Russel Wallace, and William Crookes, all ardent 
Spiritualists : the first, the writer of “ Cassell’s History 
of England,” and a “ History of the Supernatural the 
second, the author of “ The Theory of Natural Selection,” 
and “ Miracles and Modern Spiritualism and the third, 
the discoverer of the metal thallium, the creator of the 
radiometer, and the writer of “ Researches in the Phe­
nomena of Spiritualism.” From these books any one 
might learn three truths :—1st. That the Bible is full of 
Spiritualism ; 2nd. That there never was a Religion 
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which was not vitally related to it; and 3rd. That it has 
been accepted as a verity by some of the keenest thinkers 
and most patient investigators in this and every age.

“ Open confession is good for the soul.” The following 
report of an incident at the half-yearly meeting of the 
Australian Health Society appears in the Aye of June 
16th. Comment is unnecessary. “ Dr. Neild then read 
a paper on Too Much Physic. He stated that frequently 
people would not leave nature to work cures, and took 
physic on all occasions. If medical men would not 
prescribe it the patients considered they did not know 
much, and took medicine surreptitiously and did a great 
deal of mischief. When learning his profession, 50 
years ago, it was the custom to give a great deal of 
medicine, and as a matter of fact people were not satisfied 
unless they got a lot. Then a great many people were 
killed, but with the best intention. After he had been 
apprenticed three months he was turned loose among the 
patients and told if he was in doubt about any case to 
bleed the patient. (Laughter.) He had bled hundreds 
of people, and he believed had killed some. (Laughter.) 
Doctors did not bleed now, but they sometimes pretended 
to do something when they did nothing. It was easy to 
concoct something very nasty but harmless. (Laughter.)”

X.

SPIRIT IDENTITY.
Notes by “Edina.”

Recently a well-known prominent member of the same 
profession as myself died here somewhat unexpectedly. 
He was not personally known to me, and none of my 
family had ever seen him. An obituary note appeared 
about the deceased in the “ Scotsman,” and having 
learned the date fixed for his funeral, it occurred to me 
that a very good test of identity might be made if he 
were to appear and speak to my daughter, or better still, 
write a message by her hand. I accordingly followed a 
practice resorted to by me with much.success during the 
past six months, viz., wrote a short letter to my daughter’s 
spirit-guardian and left it in the note book, in which all 
his numerous messages are written. This note was to 
the effect that there had passed over at a certain house 
in a certain street in the City a gentleman, whom I 
named, and whose interment was to take place on a cer­
tain day and hour, that it would be a great favour to 
myself, besides aiding the interests of Spiritualistic inves­
tigation, if thisperson could communicate with me through 
my daughter in some way. Next day the reply came, 
written, of course, through my daughter, but in the 
peculiar sprawling hand of the control which never varies, 
telling me that perhaps power would be got by-and-bye 
for the deceased to comply with my desire. Weeks passed 
and the whole subject had been practically forgotten by 
me, or was at least dormant, when two days ago (March 
31st), when we were sitting at luncheon, with the sun 
shining brightly into the room, my daughter said to me, 
“ There is a gentleman bowing to you on the other side 
of the table.” Her description of his figure and face and 
of a pair of slate-coloured trousers he wore did not enable 
me to judge who it was, and I asked his name. The 
reply was “ Mr.------,” and that he was “ buried in the
Dean Cemetery some weeks ago.” He also made a re­
mark about his financial arrangements, which at once 
established identity in my mind, but which, for obvious 
reasons, I cannot make public. This was our first visit 
from the “ other side ” of the late professional gentleman 
with whom I had wished to open up communication. 
The slate-coloured trousers were, I at once recollected, a 
portion of his attire when 1 had seen him in life. I asked 
if our visitor would write to me, and the reply was in the 
affirmative. So soon as the message comes the substance 
of it will be given to you, if at all possible.

Determined to probe the question of identity to the 
foundation, I then remembered that in this year’s Royal 
Scottish Academy there is a portrait of the deceased 
gentleman, and yesterday (April 1st) I requested my wife 
and daughter to go and take a turn round the gallery. 
It was their first visit this season, and I was particular

in enjoining on my wife not to show my daughter the 
catalogue, and, as neither of them knew the deceased, if 
recognition came, it would, therefore, be in the most per­
fect form. Shortly after entering the gallery my daugh­
ter pointed to a portrait, and said, “ Mamma, that is 
Mr.----- , the gentleman who was in our dining-room
yesterday.” Turning up the catalogue, it was found to 
be the person in question. Identity was, therefore, 
clearly established. I wait further developments in 
automatic writing, for which we may look any evening 
that we choose to sit.

Regarding my daughters’s knowledge of the deceased 
I have to state (1) she never saw him ; (2) she may have 
read of his demise ; (3) she possibly knew where he was 
interred, though I don’t think she did ; (4) the remark 
about the funeral arrangements could not have occurred 
to her, as she knew nothing about them, while to myself, 
who knew the gentleman’s character when in life, the 
observation was just such a one as would have fallen from 
his lips.—Light.

The following is from “ an open letter to M. J. Savage ” 
written by Dr. H. H. Brigham, and published in The 
Better Way, it gives evidence of distinct manifestations 
of individual spirits by totally different methods.

“Last fall I was called to a patient who appeared to 
be insane. I could find no trace of disease. Her insanity 
was peculiar. She was almost if not wholly demented 
as far as her own personality or mentality was concerned, 
she was dazed and bewildered. Her own children seemed 
strange to her. She was restless and uneasy, and par­
ticularly desirous to go home, although she was in her 
own house, with her family about her. She would talk 
but very little, and did not remember her past history.

I made several calls, and at last hit upon a plan which 
succeeded admirably. I began to ignore the presence of 
the lady, and addressed her, as she appeared, as another 
personality. At last I succeeded in obtaining the follow­
ing story.

I asked the question, “Who are you?” but not verb­
ally, of my patient ; I wrote this question and put the 
same in an envelope, sealed it, and placed it in my patient’s 
hand. She was lying upon the bed, and 1 seated myself 
to watch results. Soon she aroused from a sort of stupor, 
and gave me a name. Then followed a name of a city in 
this State. Then by questions which I asked verbally, 
I received quite a history. It ran thus:

“ My name was so-and-so. I lived in Salem. Have a 
family there. I fell July 3rd from a building upon which 
I was working. I passed away soon after, the next day, 
I think. I want you to write to my wife. Tell her to 
proceed with her law-suit, not to settle with them ; and 
tell her not to change her residence now, as she is intend­
ing to do.”

All this I wrote down, and immediatly sent the same 
to the wife, whose name was given me, and in due time 
received a reply confirming all the spirit had said, even 
to the moving from the house, etc. Soon after this my 
patient recovered, and has shown no sign of insanity since.

Now for my second point. One illustration is as good 
as a hundred.

At the close of a rapping and table-tipping séance, after 
the party had all moved away from the table, I perceived 
the latter to be moving. I examined carefully, and found 
no physical agency at work. After getting an affirmative 
reply Jo the question, “If this is a spirit moving the 
table will you spell out through the alphabet your mes­
sage to us?” I sat for two hours with a card in my hand 
containing the letters of the alphabet, and as I pointed 
to the right lettter the table would move. When I had 
finished, the letters which 1 had written were not divided 
into words, but presented one unintelligible mass. After 
marking off the words I read the following :

“ My name is so-and-so. I passed to spirit-land yester­
day at 8 p. M. My body will pass through your city to­
morrow on its way to Mt. Auburn.”

This I found to be correct.
Now, if these points can be explained without the aid 

of excarnated spirits, I would like to ask these reverend 
gentlemen what evidence they have of immortality ?— 
Banner of Light.
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FROM HERE AND THERE.

In May Harbinger a corespondent alluded to the many 
good qualities of the Japanese. To those he has enu­
merated I will add another excellent one, namely, their 
most tender kindness to their animals, a kindness which, 
if the articles I have read are to be relied upon, is of a 
remarkably warm character. Even the little cows, which 
they work in the fields instead of horses, show, it is said, 
as much intelligent affection for their owners as is dis­
played by faithful dogs To produce this result it seems 
to me that the practice of treating these little animals 
with kindness must have been followed for a great length 
of time. Would that our poor horses could experience 
similar treatment.

A writer, speaking of the Esquimaux people, says :— 
“ Parents are very fond of their children, never speak­
ing a harsh word to them, in consequence they are very 
spoilt ; their natural disposition is so 'good, however, 
that when they get older a single word from their 
parents is obeyed.” May it not be that the children’s 
good disposition—instead of being “natural” as the 
writer has it—is simply a development brought about 
by the parents’ patient love. I am inclined to think so.

So strongly do I detest intolerance that it is with the 
greatest difficulty I can restrain my impatience when 
meeting with any of the, unhappily, too numerous people 
who—if I may be allowed the expression—are saturated 
with it. Consequently, whenever I meet with any 
reference to the subject which assists in showing it in 
all its ugliness I feel it a duty to give it as much publicity 
as I can. The following, which I found in an old num­
ber of the Herald of Progress, may possibly strike some 
responsive chords :—Intolerance is a certain evidence of 
an inexperienced mind, or at least of a mind that has 
failed to learn the lessons afforded by long and painful 
experience. When exhibited in the youth, this quality, 
though blamable, is made condonable through the inex­
perienced necessarily lacking a standard wherewith to 
measure their capabilities ; but when manifested by the 
aged it is invariably indicative of mental paucity. The 
lessons of life have failed to impress, the seed has fallen 
upon barren soil. Wrho that himself has consciously 
sinned, or acquired an evil habit, can with any degree of 
justice look harshly and unforgivingly upon the follies 
and shortcomings of others.

C. R.

MAGNETIZED SUBSTANCES.

At a recent conversational meeting of the V.A.S., Mr. 
Overton related the following interesting experience, 
which is not only an evidence of independent spirit 
action, but a corroboration of incidents in our own expe­
rience (some of which have been given in this paper) 
which tend to prove that magnetism is a vital fluid or 
substance. Mr. Overton has at our request given us the 
particulars in writing as follows :

In the year 1871 I was in business in the old Kingdom 
of Hanover, and one day coming home with a tight boot 
and hot foot I took off boot and woollen stocking and put 
on a cold, boot from which I got rheumatics in the ankle, 
so bad that I could scarcely stand. I read in the Medium 
and Daybreak that a Dr. Newton from America was in 
London performing wonderful cures by the laying on of 
hands. I went there and tried his power, and got no 
relief ; I also was magnetized three times by the “ Zouave 
Jacob” in Paris, and returned home somewhat better, 
though in a week or two the pain was as bad as ever. 
About a fortnight after my return, I was surprised by 
receiving a letter from a medium (Mrs. Fielder). It 
said, “ The spirits have told me to breathe upon a piece 
of cotton wadding and send it to you. You are to put 
it on your ankle and bind round it black silk. Wear it 
night and day.” I did so and soon found relief from the 
pain. In a short time the bandage being worn away by 
standing upon it, he received another letter from Mrs. F. 
containing a second piece of wadding, which she said the 
spirits had directed her to send, and to tell him to burn 

the old wadding and replace it with the new. He did 
so, and says, “ I have not since had any rheumatic pains 
in any part of my body and am as well as any man of 
my age (79) could expect to be.” Mr. Overton further 
says, “ I shall be glad to confirm this with more acts of 
kindness that I have received from the same source 
during the thirty years I have been a Spiritualist.

The Medium and Daybreak completed its twenty-first 
year of issue in April last, being four months older than 
the Harbinger. The issue of April 10th contains a por­
trait of John Page Hopps, who was the first editor of 
Daybreak, which preceded the Medium and Daybreak by 
about two years. It contains also a sketch of Mr. 
Hopps’ life as a Spiritualist, Preacher, and Author, with 
a list of his many published sermons and writings.

MRS. REYNOLDS’ SEANCE.

Mrs. Reynolds gave a seance in the library of the Vic­
torian Association of Spiritualists, on the evening of 
Wednesday, June 24th, for the benefit of the funds of the 
Association. The séance commenced with an interesting 
trance address on the relation of spiritual to physical life, 
the naturalness of Spiritualism and its influence as an in­
centive to a higher morality. This was followed by a 
few characteristic controls, including an Indian, then the 
medium was controlled by spirit friends of those present, 
the majority being recognised. Subsequently when in 
the normal state, Mrs. Reynolds described spirits she 
saw in proximity to the sitters, and several of these were 
recognised. The séance which was a pleasant and har­
monious one, augments the funds of the Association to 
the extent of £1 Is.

Mrs. Reynolds has expressed her willingness to give 
her services to the Association once a month, and 
arrangements will be made by the committee to avail 
themselves of her liberality.

We have received from Mr. II. Junor Browne a pamphlet 
entitled “ The Doctrines of the Popular Faith contrasted 
with Modern Spiritualism,” being a lecture delivered by 
that gentleman on March 5th, 1891, at the Longbrook 
Street Chapel, Exeter, England. In the preliminary 
part of the discourse Mr. Browne utters a truism when 
he says :—

“ It is a curious fact that although all profess to be 
animated by the love of truth, there is nothing most 
people dislike more than those truths which disprove 
that which they have been’taught to believe in as divine 
verities. They prefer adhering to time-honoured falsities 
even if they traduce the character of the Almighty, 
rather than accept that which is self-evidently true, and 
which represents God in the most adorable aspect, namely, 
as infinitely good, just, and merciful.”

The lecture is in Mr. Browne’s usually terse and 
telling style calculated to touch the intellect of reasoning 
men and women.

We have received the first number of a monthly journal 
entitled “ The Conqueror,” published at Lahore, Upper 
India. It is the organ of the Deva Dharma Mission. 
The object of this Mission seems to be the inculcation 
and practice of a high morality on a Theistic basis, as will 
be seen by the following condensation of its teachings:—

Twelve Great Injunctions of the Deva Dharma Mission : 
(1) Form thy character. (2) Be just in all thy dealings.
(3) Love and raise thy country by high character.
(4) Falter not in the path of duty. (5) Prove that holy 
character is above every thing. (6) Grow in holy 
powers. (7) Keep thy holy promises. (8) Be true to 
thy high ideals. (9) Be loyal to discipline. (10) Honor 
thy Government. (11) Tolerate not evil or sin. (12) 
Glorify ‘ Devattwa ’ (Godliness) in thy life.

The articles in this journal are well written and in 
harmony with the above injunctions.

The usual monthly social of the Adelaide Spiritualistic 
Association was held at the rooms, King William-st., on 
J une 4th, and passed off very successfully.
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THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

A LECTURE DELIVERED IN BERKELEY HALL, BOSTON, MASS., 
SUNDAY MORNING, APRIL ÕTH, 1891, BY

Hon. Sidney Dean.

From the Banner of Light.
No candid, critical observer of the signs of the times 
but is intent upon inquiring into the causes of the late 
and present unrest and commotion manifest in all de­
partments which affect the interests of man as an integer 
of society, and as related to a possible and probable 
immortality of conscious existence. The chronic repose 
of centuries upon the most vital of all subjects affecting 
individual rights and possibilities in his earth-life, and an 
endless life beyond the earth with its conditional cha­
racter, has been broken, disturbed, dissipated. Creedal 
graves have been opened by minds scientifically inclined, 
and hearts hungry for knowledge of the nature of the 
soul and its future of being and action, and hence these 
corpses of dead creeds have been exhumed and subjected 
to post-mortem examination and analysis, amid the re­
sounding cries of “ Infidelity, sacrilege and impious infi­
delity,” uttered by a creedal world.

Brahmins, Buddhists, Moslems, Christians, both Roman­
ists and Protestants, have joined in the wordy clamor. 
The repose of the grave of - dead creeds is being disturbed. 
The ashes of dead faiths are being analysed. The multi­
tudinous gods worshipped through these old and moss- 
grown faiths are in process of being shown to be fictions 
with a very uncertain parentage. The theological skies 
of a past age seem to be murky with fogs. Myths seem 
to have been plentiful, but facts scarce. Laws were 
either unknown or not comprehended by that age of the 
world’s childhood.

Voodooism in religion, whether embracing an un­
natural heaven for saints, with walls, gates and streets 
made from material substances which the soul sheds when 
it vacates the mortal tenement, or a prison of sulphur 
and fire, both material substances, into which the sinners 
of earth are cast for an eternal roasting : these are all 
under a searching analysis by enlightened reason, and 
clear, unbiassed, impartial judgment. Forms and cere­
monies, and professions, claiming religious law for their 
founding and continuance, like a religious heredity, 
descending from centuries and generations, are met with 
the question : Qui bono ? what good ? And with that 
more pungent and important question : What 
authority ? The sacred books of Brahma, Buddha, Maho­
met, with the Jewish Bible and the Christian Scriptures, 
are being brought to the bar of critical examination— 
sifted, analysed, compared with themselves, with each 
other, and with the laws of nature whether material 
or spiritual. This is being done by a mental intelligence 
and a critical fairness which has never heretofore be­
longed to the race. It could not have been done as it is 
being done in any former age of the world.

The old days of torturing, imprisoning and burning 
heretics, men who dared to think, question and deny the 
supremacy of religious voodooism, has passed. There 
are no more Wickliffes and Husses and Mary Dyers with 
heterodox voodoos to be burned or hung. Boston Com­
mon has had its first and its last disgrace of that kind. 
The age of ostracism which followed, which made of an 
independent thinker a pariah in creedal society, has had 
its day of supremacy, its twilight of decline and its 
night of oblivion, and to day is as dead as Julius Cæsar 
in all civilised countries.

The era of ridicule, of pompous exhibitions of mental, 
moral and social superiority, where a proud, self-conceited 
vain heart utters its pity and its regrets over the lapses 
from social standing of those who choose to question 
before they believe, to investigate before they decide, to 
use their own reasoning and investigating powers rather 
than to accept the faith of another in his creed as their 
individual standard of truth—this age of low irony, 
sarcasm, abuse and the tactics of the blackguard, has 
reached its culmination, and its power is rapidly de­
clining.

The pulpit has ceased its preaching of an eternal hell­
fire. The pews will not have it. Pulpit occupants 

are engaged in discussing the real nature and source of 
that authority, which to even question heretofore was to 
subject the questioner to the pains and penalties of that 
prison discipline which eternally punished and never 
reformed a soul—that old myth now banished from even 
the creedal pulpits occupied by scholars and thinkers. 
Those teachers are not now subjected to the lash of abuse 
or to social ostracism, who dare and do compare the 
written account of the literal six days of creation with 
the record found imprinted on the leaves of nature’s 
great volume, and who, knowing nature’s truthfulness, 
are compelled to pronounce the Jewish record false and 
the story of Eden a myth.

To reject now that old nursery tale of the world’s 
childhood, the story of Babel and the confounding of 
tongues, as accounting for the varied languages of the 
world’s differing nationalit ies, to wit : that Deity de­
scended in person and wrought havoc in the vocal organs 
of men and the mental and will-forces which control 
these organs—to reject that unnatural story because we 
must under the modern light of philological science, 
awakens creedal surprise, but not ironical laughter and 
abuse.

The day of ridicule, which is the fool’s stronghold, and 
the abuse of thinkers, students and teachers for uttering 
philosophical and scientific truths which ignoramuses 
and bigots will not study to comprehend, is rapidly pas­
sing, simply because the race of fools is decreasing under 
modern educational forces and facilities, and the ranks 
of independent thinkers are steadily increasing.

Parallel cases in history are plentiful and pertinent. 
When Wm. Lloyd Garrison stood almost alone the ad­
vocate of equal rights as the divine endowment of all 
manhood, black or white of cuticle, all Boston could mob 
him with impunity. But erelong all Boston arose in its 
mammoth proportions to do him honor. Wm. Lloyd 
Garrison had not changed, but all Boston had. When 
your former noble chief magistrate, John A. Andrew, 
your heroic, level-headed and great-hearted war-Governor, 
took advanced ground against Boston’s conservatism, 
born of her commercial relations, your political mobs in 
force could throng your streets, derisively singing :

“ Tell John Andi’ew, 
Tell John Andrew.

John Brown’s dead.”
But that same Boston, those same individual singers 

in your streets, were soon moved up to the level of brave 
John A. Andrew’s position ; saw his wisdom and fore­
sight, and learned to love him ; and they wept as sincere 
mourners at his bier and grave.

Truth never surrenders ; neither do those who love 
the truth more than they do falseehood, or worldly 
gain. As your own great, living statesman and poet, 
James Russell Lowell, has poetically expressed it :

“ Truth needs no champions ; in the infinite deep
Of everlasting Soul her strength abides ;

From Nature’s heart her mighty pulses leap,
Through Nature’s veins hei’ strength undying tides.

No power can die that ever wrought if or Truth ;
Thereby a. law of N ature it became,

And lives unwithered in its sinewy youth,
When he who called it forth is but a name.”

The age of change has come. The creedal hosts are 
pausing, have paused. Truth, bound as it has been by 
the withes and thongs of creeds, is using a Samson’s 
strength. Like the soul of John Brown, it is “ marching 
on.” The souls which animated the bodies of the men 
who inspired mobs, and used the coward’s weapons of 
their day and age are again in Boston, unclad of the 
mortal, but filled with a zeal for the right. Their influ­
ence has invaded your pulpits, and truth, science, philo­
sophy, human rights, of soul as well as body, scholarly 
exegesis and high, learned criticism are finding voice. 
Cowardly conservatism once put chains on your court­
house doors and gates, in order the better to enslave a 
man ; and even the grey-headed judges who wore the 
ermine had to bow and cringe and crawl under those 
symbols of tyranny. But that was the Boston of nearly 
a half century ago, not the Boston of to-day. Yet even 
then truth and liberty had a Garrison, a Parker, a Phil­
lips, and a Sumner, who never surrendered. That prayer 
on Long Wharf, which Theodore Parker put in words 
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when the ship loosed her moorings'and bore Burns back 
to an endless slavery of earth ; that prayer that sounded 
like the wail of a soul over its lost liberties, and then 
rose until the angel of a bright future for human liberty, 
gave it the spirit of a high coronation, burned deeper 
into the conscience of commercial Boston than ever 
branding-iron burned into a slave’s flesh. It was not 
Burns who felt it, but the living heart of commercial 
Boston, which then knew that its sympathies, its influ­
ence and its acts had been cast against God, Truth, 
Liberty, Right, and Honor.

Garrison, Parker, Phillips and Sumner have passed to 
the resurrection of the spirit, but Boston has some pul­
pits and rostrums to-day whose occupants have the 
courage of their convictions, and no muzzle of creed or 
dogma is permitted a place upon their lips. Before them 
in the pews lies the real hope for soul-freedom and truth 
for your city. These fair-minded thinkers and reasoners 
in the pews of your liberal churches sustain their pastors, 
for they are men of liberal thought, of inquiry, of inves 
tigation, analysis, candor and courage.

This army, both in numbers and [quality, is becoming 
too numerous and too influential for the cowardly skulk­
ers, whose weapons are abuse, sarcasm, and pure black­
guardism.

But remember, friends, that a pistol-shot canonised 
Abraham Lincoln, and another crowned James A. Gar­
field, with a fame whose lustre will remain while history 
is read and while their assassins are plunged in the 
deepest gulf of infamy. The mud of Boston streets 
spattered over the person of Garison by a mob is his 
proudest badge of personal fidelity to the sacred cause of 
liberty and the rights of man.

The abuse of liberal preachers and teachers in this age 
of inquiry and of psychical manifestations, for daring to 
be true to the truth—and to themselves—will be the 
crown and seal of their discipleship and ministry ; while 
later generations in Boston, in New England, and 
throughout the country and the world, will rise up to do 
honor to their memories.

What is the present outlook ? Never as I read history 
was the earth in all its departments so pregnant with the 
spirit of unrest and change. Never were such questions 
presented for examination and solution as are to-day 
puzzling and perplexing the brains and hearts of humani­
tarians, philosophers, scientists, statesmen, public teachers, 
creedists, agnostics and every class and department of 
human society. The forces of the past ages and genera­
tions, their steady evolution from the old into the new, 
seem to be focalising, crystalising. We are on the eve 
of great events.

For the past half century, at least, the mightiest 
forces in nature, those which have slumbered undis­
covered by the mind of man since creation dawned, have 
yielded to the evoluted inventive faculty, trained and 
quickened as it has been by every modern disclosure, 
until the question of human industry, or the employment 
of the increasing millions of labourers, and the compen­
sation for such toil is reaching a dangerous point for the 
peace and safety of human society as at present con­
stituted.

The question of the relation of capital to labor, and 
vice versa, is already demanding and receiving the most 
careful and anxious attention of all civilised govern­
ments, not alone in their executive councils, but in their 
legislative halls. The pulpit, the lecture rostrum, the 
press, the counting-rooms or offices of capital, the homes 
of the laborer, the secret organisations of working-men 
—everywhere, among both classes, the argument, the 
theory, the antagonism is increasing in tone, and often 
in temper. No marked genius has yet arisen to offer the 
proper and acceptable solution of this great question, 
evoluted as it has been out of the past, and appearing 
naturally at this stage of the development of man and 
society.

The law of physical demand and supply is individual 
to man. Society treats it in its relation to society, its 
peace and prosperity ; but the individual member of 
society treats it solely with reference to his present 
wants and his prospective future needs and the claims of 
those dependent upon him. Capital is intent upon hold- 

'ng its principal intact and increasing the amount. This 
being the end sought, all other questions involved in 
such increase must be made to contribute to that end. 
Labor is one of the greatest of these integers.

The “ wage ” and what it will purchase for present 
needs, and the excess which prudence can hoard for the 
non-productive day of sickness or age, is the standpoint 

| of the laborer, and he must bring the results of his labor 
to these requirements or become a pauper, or a beggar 
upon the grudgingly bestowed charities of a world intent 
upon caring for individual self.

Hence the antagonisms, the combinations of classes, 
the huge modern Trusts, the infernal machines which 
Capital is rearing to day. Hence secret organisations of 
laborers, strikes, mobs and such scenes of human misery 
and slaughter as were witnessed in western Pennsylvania 
only last week. This grave matter must be adjusted, 
and so adjusted as to remain a finality. But how to 
adjust it in view of the differing standpoints of the two 
antagonistic classes, is a question the wisest among us 
cannot answer.

On a larger field, involving international comity and 
peace, the horizon is giving promise of murkiness. If 
reports are true, Europe seems to be imitating capital in 
forming great national Trusts for mutual protection and 
defence in case of hostilities. The combination of cer­
tain governments, under treaty stipulations, involves the 
support of all if one is attacked. We, as a nation, have 
entangling alliances with none. The genius of our 
Republic is independence and peace. But to illustrate, 
if Italy should follow the recall of her minister because 
of the act of the citizens of New Orleans in reducing 
the power of the infamous assassins of the secret order 

• of the Mafia to a minimum of safety, then every govern­
ment in Europe in the trust league with Italy must take 
up arms against us, if the Italian government demands 

I it, or break the combination. And the other combina­
tion must naturally antagonise, and a war in which the 
whole civilised world become engaged would result.

It would seem that the court of international arbitra­
ment, for which the whole humanitarian world has been 
laboring so as to for ever abolish.war, has been thrust 
aside. Will the world ever be at peace in its nationali- 

[ ties until the last throne shall be demolished and the 
nations shall become republican in fact as in name ?

If we turn to the theological world we shall find brisk 
cannonading all along the line. There is hardly a church 
organisation or base or form of creed but is under fire 

I of advanced thought and quickened inquiry.
Our Presbyterian brethren commenced it, having out- 

I grown the horrors of a Calvinisti^ divinity, which made 
' of Deity anything but a loving, impartial and fatherly 

Creator and Ruler. It was a battle of theological giants 
at the New York convention of last year, but the ad- 

I vanced thought of the world, and the life of the Church 
1 as an organisation, prevailed over the conceptions of 
John Calvin and his demand for a complete surrender of 
the human reason to the dictum that the Jews knew 
everything about their Jehovah, and that this Jehovah 
was First Cause and God of the universe. A committee 
of revisai of the old faith was appointed. I prophesy 
that the report will be a milk-and-water compromise, with 
enough of the blue vitriol of personal election and repro­
bation in it to keep the whole controversy alive until a 
more intelligent conception of the universe, its laws and 
its All-Father, is reached.

In the meantime the scholars of that ecclesiastical 
body are attacking the very foundations of the Calvin- 
istic theology in denying the plenary inspiration of the 
Scriptures. The higher critics of Lane Seminary in 
Cincinnati, are bringing the text of the old J ewish Scrip­
tures under the powerful lens of scholarly criticism 
and analysis applicable to other books, and such flaws 
have been discovered as have impugned its divine author­
ship. The theological hive is in full agitation, which 
promises a swarming.

Our English Methodist brethren are also in a ferment 
over a paper recently prepared and publicly read by one 
of the learned professors of the higher biblical criticism, 
who, finding the Jents and fissures of this plenary in­
spired book to be so formidable, proclaims that faith in
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the Bible is not essential to faith in Christ. As the 
inspiration of the Bible in every word, fact and religious 
teaching is the basis of the Christian religion as at pre­
sent acknowledged by the church, this application of 
critical dynamite to its very foundations is shaking the 
churches very profoundly, and unsettling the faith of its 
honest communicants.

In our own home Methodist Episcopal church, the 
question of the inspired ¡teachings of Paul being applic­
able to the present state of the world, particularly as to 
the equal rights of woman to church privileges and respon­
sibilities, is awakening denominational bitterness. Since 
the days when Jewish wives, mothers and daughters 
looked down from their secluded, latticed galleries in the 
synagogue, upon the male, hatted worshippers below, the 
church has taught what the Jew, Paul, wrote, that if the 
women wanted any information they were to ask their 
husbands at home. They were not to speak in meeting, 
but to remain silent. This has been admitted theoreti­
cally, but it is not and has not been practiced. The 
enforcement of Paul’s doctrine touching woman would 
depopulate half the Methodist churches to-day. The 
present strife is over the eligibility of women delegates 
to the General Conference of the church. In the end 
the women will win, for in a true Christianity founded 
upon the teachings of the Nazarine there is no sex.

Our Episcopalian brethren seem to be in commotion 
also. The spirit of a progressive inspiration is attach­
ing to some of the brighter lights of that church, and 
the old, unjust, unchristian, bigoted canons have not 
proved available to check this march of human equality 
in religious rights. Two eminent clergymen of that 
faith-in New York have found in a consecrated hu­
manity in other folds a true brotherhood, and have 
invited them to participate in the religious services of 
their churches, against the canon made and provided to 
prevent the act, but evidently to the great satisfaction 
of the worshippers in the pews. If these two brethren 
are tried by an ecclesiastical tribunal, as is threatened, 
truth will find voice in some unaccustomed quarters. 
And so I might for another hour rehearse the progress of 
the theological world.

What is the cause of all this ferment ? Spiritualists 
who think and reason, know. The angel-world is not 
idle, and has not been. The triumph of truth in the 
world, the elevation of man, the substantial unity of the 
race, the ^disclosure of the paternal character of the 
All-Father—this is the mission of the higher evangels of 
the spirit universe. And most rapidly and grandly are 
they fulfilling their mission. Their varied manifesta­
tions, their healings, their words of,wisdom, comfort and 
hope ; their manifested continuous life after mortal 
death, with its substantial proof of the soul’s immor­
tality—these are taking hold upon the intellects and 
hearts of even the creedal world. The victory is to be 
upon the side of truth.

I have stood in the gateway of this dying century and 
the opening of the twentieth century but a short decade 
in advance of us, and with an observant eye have 
scanned the field. The old inquiry of the prophet of 
Israel has been in my heart and upon my lips : “ Watch­
man, what of the night 1 ” And seemingly, from the 
watchman himself, standing on the golden shores of life 
eternal, I have caught the cheering answer : “ The morr.-

ON PURITY.

I am much disturbed at the conflicting ideas prevailing 
among those who call themselves “ Spiritualists.” They 
are apt too often to regard themselves, because free 
from the laws of sect and creed, as free from moral law. 
By moral law I wish to signify that conformity to the 
spiritual law which alone constitutes us the Higher. 
We are not free agents. We cannot, because we have 
thrown off the restraint of creed, use the wings of our 
freedom to hover round pollution ; our destiny is to soar 
and unless we are leaving behind us the lusts of the flesh 
__ o-reed, avarice, anger, fear—we cannot have it said 
regarding us that we are accomplishing our mission. I 
egard many mortals with grief, seeing self-interest so 

tightly clasping them in its mortal toils that they cannot 
comprehend that possession lies in renunciation. The 
God element is true to its promise, and no one who can 
recall an experience in which they have obeyed the 
promptings of the spiritual and acted up to their know­
ledge, but they can truthfully say that it has been fully 
repaid, and with compound interest ; but where there 
has been an hesitancy, something more has been lost 
than the value of that which was retained. Too long 
has the lesson been taught that man must provide solely 
for himself, and yet receive freely of all the gifts that 
the spiritual world is so bountifully bestowing.

Happy are they which recognise the fact that “ unto 
him that hath shall be given, but unto him that hath not 
shall be taken away even that which he hath.” Apply 
this to those gross pleasures which some men revel in, 
and see how well it works. Unto him that hath no joy 
in spirituality, shall soon lose his happiness in things 
eternal. By the unsatisfactory harvest of these animal 
joys—ill health, suspicion—a corrupt mind alone is left 
when the glutton of sensuality has taken his fill.

Spiritualists must keep their bodies in subjection to 
the higher mind, not for fear of any other punishment 
but that of a weakened and stunted state, yet like foul 
vessels how often even spiritually professing men, soil 
the pure water that is poured into them.

Psychic Society, Dunedin,
through our Lady Sensitive.

THE VOICE IN THE CLOUD.

Lecture delivered by the controlling spirit through Mrs. 
Harris, on Sunday, May 31st, in the Horticultural Hall, 
Melbourne.

Dearly beloved,—Have you ever stood alone beneath 
the midnight sky upon some barren waste or wide stretch 
of open country, where no welcome shelter was afforded 
against the coming storm 1 Have you watched the dark 
clouds gather thicker over head, all around, until no 
speck of blue remained, no glimmering star, no feeble 
ray of moonlight to relieve the gloom ? Darker and 
darker grew the heavens above thee, all nature seemed 
hushed in the midnight gloom, and thou didst feel thy­
self alone with God ; or out upon the trackless ocean, 
amid the grandeur of the swelling billows, upon whose 
crests the vessel seemed but a little toy ; hast thou 
watched the vastness around thee, and the awful 
grandeur of the gathering storm ? Oh ! then, in the 
solemn hush before the burst of tempest, hast thou 
realised the loneliness of the spirit under the cloud ?

Or in the silence of some bitter hour of mental con­
flict, weary grown with wrestling all night until the 
morning, hast thou thought the darkness so dense above 
and around thee that it were vain for thy weak mortal 
vision to seek the presence of Eternal Love ?

Just at the cross-roads of life, when light seemed so 
much needed ; just when ho mortal friend was near, no 
angel-guide visible, then did it seem as though thy God 
withdrew His presence from thee, and the blackness of 
darkness compassed thee about ? Dear soul, we know 
thy pain and thy travail, for we have passed through all 
this before thee ; there are many Gethsemanes and many 
Calvarys, upon whose crosses bleed and suffer the saviours 
of earth, over which the clouds of heavy darkness gather 
while the distant thunders roll that yet shall shake the 
earth to its foundations ; and oftentimes do the light­
nings flash across the blackness, like the mysterious 
handwriting of an Almighty Cause — mysterious in its 
character, needing the interpretation of some clearly- 
enlightened soul. If it were not so we would not pain 
the most blessed experiences of our lives ; if it were not 
so, our spirits would not stretch forth hands of supplica­
tion toward the Great Unseen, 'neither would we ever 
receive the blessing of those who having not seen yet 
have believed.

Did not the Christ in His agony cry out with an ex­
ceedingly bitter cry, “ My God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken me?” and has not that cry of human anguish 
re-echoed through succeeding ages as the link that binds 
this loving nature to all his brethren who suffer, even 
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unto death ? The martyrdom of the flesh is grievous, 
hut the anguish of spirit while passing through the . 
initiation of suffering, is that of a keener, sharper pain 
than the mere mortal man could ever know. ’Tis because 
of the blending of the divine with the human that man 
must needs suffer so ; 'tis because of the struggle con­
tinually waging between the spiritual and the natural 
man that such a severe wrestle with the powers of dark­
ness has to be accomplished.

Have we forgotten—we who have long since entered 
into restful labour, into the blessed results of earth-life’s 
weary toil—self-sacrifice, patient waiting, and soul-wrest­
ling ? Have we forgotten whence we came, that we also 
were human, born of woman ?

The ties of nature are stronger than time and space 
could ever sever ; we are for ever brethren in the eternal 
family of God. So do we ever seek to plant the foot of 
the ladder of progress firmly on the earth-plane, that 
mortals and angels may meet half-way, continually com­
muning one with another concerning things pertaining 
to God.

We watch the initiation of each'—some with the 
deepest sympathy and tenderest love ; and when the 
tempest has been strongest, the conflict most severe, then 
we are permitted to come and minister unto troubled, 
tried, and tempted man.

The beautiful assurance and proof that there is no 
death, has greatly tended to bridge the gulf of human 
sorrow, and provide us with the planks on which to cross 
the stream of human conditions. Once the soul grasps 
the precious knowledge, binding it to the spiritual percep­
tion as a living faith, the darkest cloud seems gilded with 
golden light, and from out its gloomiest canopy there 
comes a Divine voice to the soul of man, “ Fear not, for 
I am with thee ; be not dismayed, for I am thy God.” 
When man cannot only believe but knows that within 
him dwells the Incarnate Deity, that “ Emanuel, God 
with us,” was spoken of every human soul whose sacred 
mission it is to be a saviour to his brethren ; that all 
men are born of God, and all are brethren ; the blackest 
clouds of material or spiritual sorrow will be riven by an 
electric flash of light, and the Divine Presence manifest 
itself in the human life.

Ye shall pass under the shadow of the cloud, ye shall 
be tried, that according to your faith it may be unto 
you ; but ever and again doth the Fathei’ speak to His 
own from out the cloudy pillar and illumine the life-path 
with bright flashes of Divine revelation.

What, shall the knowledge of progressive life in the 
vast beyond not avail to dispel the dreadful gloom of 
dread and terror of judgment and eternal condemnation 
from the mind of man Ì When in the midst of creedal 
doctrine he loseth his way and wanders into the wilder­
ness of error, and the blackness of dark fear of God is 
upon him, and he wrestles all night with evil, shall not 
the voice from the cloud speak to him e’er morning 
dawns, telling him that God is love and desireth not the 
death of a sinner? that salvation is for all, from the least 
to the greatest, God’s unspeakable gift, immortal life, 
the heritage of all his children.

When the soul of sorrow bows beneath its heavy cross, 
and every earthly tie of love is severed, and the open i 
grave receiveth the casket of the beloved mortal form, ■ 
shall not the voice from the cloud speak in tender accents 
of comfort, “Woman, thy son who was dead is alive 
again, and liveth for evermore ! ”

And when the last hour of mortal anguish cometh, and J 
the pain-worn spirit leaves its mortal tenement, shall not | 
the cloud for ever recede from view, and the glory-light 
of heaven stream full upon the 1 revealed face of him 
whose voice had so often cheered the spirit in its hour of 
trial, while in tender tones of love he saith, “ Enter thou 
into eternal joy.”

Beloved, thou shall follow the guidance of the cloud 
that goeth before thee, and trust thy Father’s love that 
erelong it shall be riven, and heaven’s light illume 

thy way.
Out of the cloud came the sweetest promises and 

cheer. From under the cloud come forth the spirits of 
God’s best beloved, for whom he loveth he chasteneth ; 
he giveth his discipline, he uses the best means for the 

development of the spiritual nature, the highest faculties, 
the Divine attributes in man.

Blessings in disguise are the darkest clouds that often 
dim our vision, hide our view of heaven.

Medial powers partially suspended, the dark cloud of 
material conditions, circumstances that seemingly retard 
our progress ; all these are the very means our loved ones 
use to bring us nearer heaven—to show us our true self­
hood, to enable us to cleanse the inner chamber of our 
souls, to purify our spirits, to trust more implicitly our 
Father’s love, to relinquish our idols, to yearn for higher 
planes of light and purer means of unselfish benefac­
tion.

The Voice in the Cloud speaks to each one of us, and 
its message bears the prompting power of divine love in 
upon our souls. A voice from heaven speaketh unto us 
in every troubled experience, as well as in every joy, 
every blessing, every privilege we enjoy ; and closer, 
closer clings the weaned soul of sorrow who has passed 
through deep waters, to the trusty hand and loving heart 
of the heavenly guide.

“ Fear not, for I am with thee ; be not dismayed, for 
I am thy God.”

O, words of power, of strength ; what moral courage, 
what spiritual energy doth it not infuse ? Cannot the 
soul, believing this, do battle with all evil, saying nobly, 
“ get thee behind me ” to every influence that would lure 
it away from God ?

Can we not bear earth’s cross in the divine strength 
imparted by that assurance—“I am with thee?” Yes, 
all things through the power of love, faith, and hope, 
sent like shafts of heavenly light through the clouds of 
trial and sorrow.

God, our Father, He is our strength ; we will accom­
plish mighty tasks, even under a cloud, in the power of 
His might

We will not fear since He is our Redeemer and our 
Light. The voice of love shall be our guide, and when 
the last cloud has passed we will enter into the purer 
light of His presence, and praise Him by a life of re­
newed labour for good, for every step of the way by 
which he hath led us ; because, though sorrow may en­
dure for a night, joy cometh in the morning.

Let us listen, beloved, for the Divine Voice, for we 
are His children, and we know His voice ; we will follow 
Him. Let us take heart, for it is God who saith, “ I am 
with thee,” and our Father who loveth us with an ever­
lasting love, hath given us exceeding great and precious 
promises, which are sure of fulfilment, because our God 
hath three eternal attributes : Justice, Truth, and Love, 
and hath never yet forsaken His children who trust in 
Him.

COL. OLCOTT ON SPIRIT MEDIUMS.

Colonel Olcott lectured twice in Adelaide. At his 
first lecture delivered in The Adelaide Spiritualistic 
Society’s rooms, on Sunday, May 24th, he is reported by 
the South Australian Register to have said :—Spiritual­
ism has survived since 1848 despite the exposure of fraud 
by mediums. There was an inclination towards mystic­
ism in the human heart. People who had seen anything 
of the phenomena were certain that there was something 
beyond a mere physical self. If they had spent time 
to get to the intelligence behind the phenomena they had 
felt there was an intelligence there that could not be 
easily explained by the action of the mind of the medium. 
There had been exposures of fraud, ancl he was sorry to 
say that they were due to the spiritualists themselves. 
They were heedless of the interests of the medium from 
whom they expected to get a proof of the survival of man 
af+er death. Religious ministers were not allowed to go 
without support for their families, but mediums were left 
to live by what they could earn from chance visitors. 
The mediumistic faculty was a most delicate thing. It 
was as delicate as a chronometer. The true medium was 
a person of an abnormal type. They could only produce 
genuine phenomena when all atmospheric, electrical, 
physiological, and physical conditions were favourable, 
and not even then if any strong opposing influence were 
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present. Perhaps in a month they were only fit to give 
genuine phenomena on ten days, yet people went to them 
and laying money down begged them to give phenomena. 
It was hard to resist temptation, and he doubted whether 
a merchant or banker similarly tempted would resist. 
The ancients entirely supported the mediums, who were 
carefully guarded in temples, and they were never allowed 
to give phenomena unless they were in the right con­
dition. He had known persons of the most undoubted 
mediumistic ability and able to give the best phenomena 
to have been caught in the most childish fraud. Such a 
man in America had palmed off a doll for a spirit bride 
until a newspaper man exposed the fraud. He did not 
blame the medium, who had lost his mediumistic ability 
for the time. What he found most reprehensible 
amongst spiritualists was that there were a class of 
people so credulous that they wanted to clothe the 
medium with a halo of sanctity, and they actually went 
as far as defending mediums who were caught in fraud. 
They did immense harm by making trickery profitable.”

There is much truth in this, but it is an evil which 
can only be remedied by more complete arrangements 
and co-operation amongst spiritualists. “ What is every­
body’s duty is nobody’s duty,” and whilst we may admit 
and deplore the deterioration of mediums from the causes 
mentioned, it is only by co-operate effort that any prac­
tical scheme for the sustentation and elevation of mediums 
can be carried into effect.

MR. CHARLES BAMFORD’S LECTURES.

Mr. C. H. Bamford commenced a series of lectures for 
the Victorian Association of Spiritualists, at the Horti­
cultural Hall, on Sunday evening, June 7 th, his first 
subject being “ Theosophy and Spiritualism Contrasted.”

In his introductory remarks the speaker said the word 
Theosophy had not been satisfactorily defined, but it was 
understood by most people to mean a knowledge of God, 
or things pertaining to the Divine. Although the Theo­
sophical Society disclaimed being a religious society, 
Madam Blavatsky had called Theosophy “ The Wisdom 
Religion.” The present nebulous or plastic condition of 
Theosophy was rather disadvantageous to critics, because 
if they criticised what appeared to be the position of the 
Theosophists, a new front was shown, and their criticism 
disarmed. Even adherents did not know what the posi­
tion was, and what they were expected to believe.

The recent decease of Madam Blavatsky and the visit 
to Australia of Col. Olcott, had attracted particular local 
attention to the subject, and a movement which claimed 
so much demanded our attention and criticism.

The objects of the Society professedly were “ The 
promotion of universal brotherhood ”— “ the study of 
Oriental languages and religions”—and “the investiga­
tion and comprehension of the occult powers in man and 
nature.” The first of these was not new, but formed an 
integral part of all the higher systems of religion. The 
second was being better done by the scientific men of 
Europe. True, they worked on a materialistic plane, but 
they would be followed by spiritually minded architects, 
who would build on the material they supplied. The 
third object of the Society was being efficiently carried 
out by the Spiritualists and societies for Psychical Re­
search. The former were engaged in it long before the 
Theosophical Society was in existence.

Though the leaders of the Theosophical Society dis­
claimed adherence to any particular religion, the doc­
trines put forward by them were simply Buddhism with 
a glamour of western thought thrown over it. The four 
verities of Buddha were : The existence of pain and 
sorrow—that pain and sorrow come from desire—that in 
Nirvana pain and sorrow cease—to attain Nirvana all 
natural desire must be annihilated, and self be absorbed 
into the infinite, the individuality being lost.

The speaker then explained the occult doctrine of the 
super-mundane condition, including “ Karma,” or the 
cumulative results of earth-life ; “ Devachan,” or the 
subjective state of the spirit ; its numerous reincarna­
tions and ultimate absorption into the infinite. Karma 
was believed in by Spiritualists, and the necessity for 
working off the account of accumulated misdoings by 

every individual before they could rise into higher con­
ditions : but the process of purification was, in his 
opinion, a more rational one. The only analogy between 
the Spiritualist belief and the Devachanic state was that 
with many persons whose end was disturbed or painful, 
it was found that a period of unconsciousness or sleep 
followed before they awoke to a realisation of their new 
condition.

He believed that the soul progressed through various 
forms of organic life until it became incarnate in man ; 
but that then it attained a personality and an individ u- 
ality which was never lost. Theosophy looked to the 
past for authority to start upon. Spiritualism stood in 
the light of present knowledge, and gained more light as 
it worked forward. There was more knowledge and en­
lightenment in the world to-day than ever there had 
been in the past.

The Mahatmas who were supposed to have acquired 
the power of renewing the physical constituents of the 
body and so prolonging life in the form at will, were also 
presumed to have infallible knowledge, but some evi­
dence of their fallibility had transpired in connection 
with the celebrated “ Kiddle ” case ventilated in the 
Spiritual and Theosophical journals about nine years 
since. The speaker referred to the accounts of occult 
phenomena, which people wondered at but did not 
believe. He did not question the reality of this phe­
nomena ; it might have occurred as stated, but he com­
plained that it was apparently objectless ; it proved no­
thing, whilst spiritual phenomena had an object the intel­
ligence behind the phenomena professing to be a disem­
bodied spirit, stimulated investigation which led to 
proof. The occultist theory of materialisation is that 
the medium’s astral body goes out into the circle, sees 
the psychometric photograph of some friend or relative 
of one of the sitters in his brain, and then moulds his 
form into a likeness of it. The spiritual theory is a far 
more rational one, viz., that the form is built up by the 
spirit trying to manifest, aided by others having a know­
ledge of spiritual chemistry, that it may be as a tem­
porary covering to his spiritual body ; or he may be 
outside of it acting in conjunction with the controls, to 
give a proof, manifest to the physical senses of his friends, 
that his conscious existence still continues.

The assumption of the Theosophists that these forms 
are looked upon by Spiritualists as the actual spirits of 
the dead, is erroneous ; no well-informed Spiritualist does 
so, but knows that spiritual things can only be seen with 
the spiritual eye. Spiritualism investigated in an earnest 
and reverential spirit, reveals all that Theosophy has don e ; 
it invites the freest investigation and encourages the 
widest thought, whilst its tendency is towards a good 
and pure life.

In announcing his next lecture the speaker said tint 
the opinions overe his own, the result of investigation 
and study ; that though lecturing under the auspices of 
the Victorian Association of Spiritualists, he alone was 
responsible for what he said. It was one of the charac­
teristics of Spiritualism that it allowed freedom of utter­
ance and diversity of opinion.

The lecture was well attended and listened to with 
deep attention by the audience.

---------------->---------------
LECTURE BY MRS. HARRIS.

On Monday evening, June 1st, Mrs. Harris gave a lec­
ture in the Horticultural Hall, on “The Pilgrim’s Pro­
gress, or the Highway of Mediumship ; ” of which we 
have only space to give a very brief synopsis.

Comparing the Pilgrim of the story to a newly 
awakened soul waiting the development of medial 
power, the speaker said : We find Pilgrim pursuing his 
journey under many difficulties ; he has the burden of 
error, ignorance, and doubt upon his back, and although 
startled by the revelations made to him in a dream, he is 
by no means fully enlightened concerning his pilgrimage, 
but has to learn his way step by step. He is not wary 
enough concerning the companions he meets by the way ; 
he is not able yet to discern between good and evil influ­
ences, therefore he falls into the slough of despond, and 
encounters much danger.



4454 THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT, JULY 1, 1891.

His meeting with Evangelist represents the ministry 
of the philosophy through inspiration ; his rescue from 
the slough of despond shews that he had been strength­
ened by aspiration, and his refusal to turn back shows 
his realisation of the beauty of his ministry and his faith 
in its fulfilment.

He meets many difficulties, is many times cast down, 
but always is helped, sustained, and guided by the celes­
tial beings who are the ministers of the Father unto 
weary pilgrims. Always is there some means of escape 
provided, when he trusts his God and keeps his face 
toward the celestial city. Through the valley of humilia­
tion, up the hill difficulty, even through the valley of the 
shadow of death must Pilgrim pass ; not one sorrow is 
spared him, not one trial is lessened, but he is divinely 
upheld in all his conflicts, and when at the House Beau­
tiful he rests and is clothed with the armour of Truth, 
Love, and Faith, he becomes strong for progress, able to 
help other weary souls, able to strengthen other flagging 
hearts along life’s pilgrimage.

In the house of the Interpreter he learns many lessons 
of divine love, and is again refreshed for his journey ; 
then, after many trials, he comes to the Delectable Moun­
tains, where the shepherds feed their flocks and the 
peaceful waters flow ; then through the telescope of clair­
voyant visions he sees the Land of Beulah, and afar off 
the Celestial City. So Pilgrim’s gifts gradually expand, 
and he is made the minister of God’s love to many 
souls.

Fearless, honest, faithful, trusting, humble, nobly self­
denying, grandly progressive, he presses on his way, the 
light of heaven growing brighter and brighter within 
and around him, till at last he reaches the Land of 
Beulah and enters into closer communion with the celes­
tial ones. Erelong his spirit ripe for higher spheres, the 
messenger is sent unto him from the Father, and little 
Pilgrim is called home to rest and recompense. Even so 
let us follow on, and it shall be said to us also, “ The 
Lord hath need of thee.”

DEDICATION SERVICE.

Sunday, May 31st, was a bright, happy day, when the 
Lyceum Hall, prettily decorated with flowers, ferns, 
and banners, was the scene of a very interesting service.

Mrs. Harris had been kindly sent for by Mr. and Mrs. 
Crooke, of Aspendale Park, Mordialloc, to dedicate their 
infant son to the service of Our Father ; and the cere­
mony was arranged to take place on Sunday morning, 
under the auspices of the Melbourne Progressive 
Lyceum.

Mr. Elliott, the Conductor, kindly announced, during 
the service, that Mrs. Harris would give an address, in 
response to which that lady opened her remarks by say­
ing what pleasure it afforded her once more to meet the 
children and friends assembled, and also to have the 
privilege of welcoming another sweet infant soul to the 
loving fellowship of the angels.

The Banner of the Lyceum was then held in position, 
Mrs. Harris, taking the child in her arms, proceeded 
under spiritual influence to dedicate the child, using the 
emblematic flowers provided for the occasion.

The guide controlling said : “ Sweet child, around thee 
stand the angels of love, and above thee the presence of 
the Father sheds a halo of benediction, as thus we dedi­
cate thy tender life to the cause of truth and the service 
of humanity. Take the white rose with tinted heart of 
rosy hue, and it shall lie upon thy breast, the emblem of 
Divine love ; take these pure white blossoms, the fairest 
earth can give, types of truth divine which thou shalt 
learn and then give forth to other lives ; take these sweet 
violets, and let their beautiful perfume speak of the 
humility that becomes those vested with the divine gifts, 
that thou mayest learn to walk humbly with thy God, 
and in all thy ways acknowledge him. Here is sweet 
mignonette for thee, sweet babe ; its perfume speaks of 
that soft, heavenly influence that beautifies the life and 
character of earth’s noblest saviours ; the self-sacrifice of 
noble service be thine when thou art called forth to 
labour, suffer, and be strong.

And now with floral wreath of purity, peace, truth, 
and gift of divine healing and holy inspiration, do the 
angels crown thee, dedicating thee, Cyril Ednott, to the 
service of Our Father and His angels under the banner 
of Progressive Truth, for the good of humanity.

Now, О Father of love divine, take this sweet life that 
earthly parents desire to consecrate upon the altar of 
Spiritual love, and bless _it with the benediction of Thy 
protecting love, that he may ever walk with Thee in 
white, in purity of life and devoted self-sacrifice, to be 
a saviour and minister unto suffering humanity.

Then turning to the waiting parents, the control said : 
“ Thus saith the Divine Father of all souls, ‘ Take this 
child and nurse it for me,’ that he may grow in wisdom 
and purity, preparing for the service of eternal good.”

Miss Burbank then sang most impressively the beau­
tiful solo, “ Sweet spirit, hear my prayer after which 
the usual programme of the Lyceum was proceeded with, 
and a most happy morning brought to a harmonious 
close by the greetings and congratulations of all present.

A similar ceremony was held on Monday, June 1st, at 
the residence of Mr. and Mrs. Redfern, Blythe-street, 
Brunswick, when their infant son, Santley, was dedi­
cated by the controlling spirit through Mrs. Harris, in the 
presence of a number of friends. The room was taste­
fully decorated, and the presence of several mediums 
tended greatly to increase the harmonious surroundings. 
A very beautiful invocation offered by Mr. Bradley ter­
minated the proceedings.

DECEASE OF MRS. J. R. BUCHANAN.

Information reached us just too late for last issue of the 
passing away of the above estimable lady, who left her 
earthly tenement at her husband’s residence, Boston, 
U.S.A., on March 26th last. She had been in failing 
health for some time, but some complication of an 
apoplectic nature carried her off somewhat suddenly. 
The Banner of Light, April 4th, has an obituary notice 
from which we extract the following :—

“ She was for years widely known in New York City and State, 
in Boston and elsewhere, for the wonderful powers of psychometry 
with which she was gifted, the surprising results of the exercise 
of which were beyond gainsaying by the sternest skeptic. She 
retained these gifts to the end of her earthly pilgrimage, and was 
able to use them even on the very week during the closing portion 
of which her deceased took place. She was possessed of a large 
circle of appreciative friends, who will join with us, we are sure, 
in expressions of deepest sympathy with her stricken husband, 
who in the evening of his days finds in a material sense a vacant 
place by his side, rather than the presence of a willing and ear­
nest helper in all the concerns of time ; but the knowledge of her 
continued presence in spirit is his to sustain him in this hour of 
trial.

The funeral took place March 28th, the service being 
conducted by the Rev. J. Minot Savage and Mrs. R. S. 
Lillie, and included a poem composed for the occasion, 
by Mr. Savage.

At Metung, in Gippsland Lakes, on the 18th of June, 
Mr. William Hancock passed on to higher life. He had 
had a slight sickness about two months previously, but 
appeared to have quite recovered, therefore his death, 
though at the advanced age of 88, was somewhat sudden. 
Coming to Victoria in 1840, he was a colonist of long 
duration, and one of the oldest Spiritualists, his house 
being the first in Melbourne in which spiritual manifes­
tations were given, being introduced by an old doctor 
from America. On one occasion, as times were unsafe, 
he had hidden a large sum of money under the hearth­
stone, when his wife’s mother made known to him through 
the medium that some one intended to rob him. Taking 
the advice he removed the money, and then watched. 
The thief entered and acted as the spirit had foretold. 
But though a firm believer in Spiritualism, he has never 
taken any prominent part, but has returned to say how 
glad he was to meet those gone before, and will ever be 
remembered in the hearts of his children, which is better 
than “ in song or story.”
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WHITMAN—INGERSOLL—DEATH.

The Good Gray Poet and the Famous Agnostic Talk 
of the Deity.

(From. the Philadelphia Press.)
Around the table in the dining room of the Lafayette 

hotel Wait Whitman, the aged poet, and Colonel Robert 
G. Ingersoll discussed religion and death. It was Tuesday 
night, after Colonel Ingersoll’s address in Horticultural 
hall for the benefit of Whitman.

Whitman’s right hand fluttered feebly into his pocket 
and he drew forth a crumpled, well worn piece of paper.

“ This poem is a translation of mine from the French 
of Henri Murger. I’ll read it to you, ” he said.

The following are the lines he read :—
THE MIDNIGHT VISITOR.

“Whose steps are those? Who comes so late?”
“ Let me come in, the door unlock. ”

“’Tis midnight now ; my lonely gate
I open to no stranger’s knock.

“Who art thou? Speak!” “Men call me Fame ;
To immortality I lead.”

“Pass, idle phantom of a name.”
“Listen again, and now take heed.
Twas false. My names are Song, Love, Art.
My poet, now unbar the door.”

“Art’s dead, Song cannot touch my heart,
My once love’s name I chant no more. ”

“ Open then now. for, see, I stand,
Riches my name, with endless gold,

Gold, and your wish in either hand.”
“ Too late— my youth you still withold.”

“ Then, it must be, since the door
Stands shut, my last true name to know,

Men call me Death. Delay no more ;
1 bring the cure of every woe.”

The door flies wide. “ Ah, guest so wan,
Forgive the poor place where I dwell ;

An ice cold hearth, a heart sick man,
Stand here to welcome thee full well.”

5Vhen he had finished Whitman looked up at Ingersoll, 
who had never taken his eyes off the old man, and said in 
his trembling voice : “ Isn’t that funny?”

Ingersoll shrugged his shoulders, drew his head down, 
and said slowly : “ I don’t think there is anything funny 
about death. It’s so cold, so white. ”

Whitman nodded his head slowly. There was a pause 
as if he was trying to make connection between death and 
what he was about to say. At last he said : “ I believe 
religion has done more good to the world than harm. ”

This unchained the dialogue that followed. Ingersoll, 
who addressed the group surrounding him more than the 
poet, quickly replied : It might have done so had it stuck 
to the good. It didn’t; it taught what was mean and 
cruel. It puts me in mind of my visit to a church when 
I was a boy. It was a Presbyterian church, and the 
preacher was in a high box above my head. I fell asleep 
and at last rolled off the seat, which awoke me. 1 awoke 
just in time to hear the preacher tell the story of Dives 
and Lazarus. He dwelt on every detail with vividness 
I was filled with an awful fear as I heard him speak. ”

Ingersoll’s facial play here was superb. Expressing his 
fear his eye gradually widened, and he half rose, peering 
into the darkness.

“T can remember,” he went on, “how I looked up at 
the pulpit with an ever growing fear, as the preacher told 
how Dives suffered the torments of hell, and how he 
was mocked with the cry that he has his good things in 
this world and must suffer in the next. I hated that God 
then, and when I came to be a man and realized that in 
the 2,000 years God had never sent Lazarus out of 
Abraham’s bosom to put a drop of water on Dives’ tongue 
I could have killed that Jehovah. If religion had but 
kept to the good of this life it might have done much less 
harm.”

Whitman—“ Sometimes it is better to soar. ”
Ingersoll—“ My grandfather was the of sort man who 

believed all the world would be damned except himself. 
He was sorry for it, but he couldn’t help it. My grand­
mother thought all would be saved except herself, and 
there Ingersoll half rose from his chair and extended his 
hand aloft) she was as much above the man as stars are 
above a duck’s tracks in the mud.

Whitman—“Do you believe in allí have written?”

Ingersoll—“ No ; far from it. Much you have written 
I do not believe in, but you have made men and women 
stronger and I like you for it. There is only one thing 
I have against, you Wait. ”

Ingersoll took hold of the old man,s sleeve. Those 
who had heard Ingersoll say in the lecture room that 
‘ the most indecent word in our language is celibacy, ” 
half expected what followed.

“ I have only one thing against you, and that is that 
you didn’t marry. You ought to have got a girl, Walt. 
The religion I bow to,” went on Ingersoll, “is the one 
that teaches men to love their wives more tenderly, to 
hold their young ones on their knees a little tighter. As 
to worship and prayer, if I saw a savage kneel before a 
stuffed snake, praying that wife .or child might be given 
back to him, I would kneel and pray with him. ”—Kansas 
City Journal, Nov. 9, 1890.

LECTURE BY MRS. FERGUSON.

Mrs. T. Ferguson gave an interesting and eloquent 
lecture on the Marriage Question, before a very large 
audience, in the Melbourne Temperance Hall, June 11th.

In it she shewed the reason of the failures in marriage 
to be the superficial knowledge of each other usually 
obtained by the parties to it. The undue anxiety of 
young ladies to enter the marriage state, and of their 
mothers to get them married. The neglect of parents to 
make timely enquiries into the moral character of suitors. 
The saying that “ Marriages are made in Heaven,” only 
applied to true marriages ; unfortunately, many ap­
peared to have an odour of the other place. She urged 
her feminine hearers not to marry a man who was a 
drunkard or immoral in the hope of reforming him. It 
would not be done ; nor to be in any hurry to marry at 
all. If they waited they would be more likely to meet 
with the men who would be a true husband to them. 
She pictured the happiness of a home where love and 
harmony reigned, and concluded by asserting that mar­
riage was no fail ',re in itself, but just what you made it.

The lecture was illuminared, and occasionally rendered 
pathetic by tee relation of incidents bearing upon the 
subject that had come within the speaker’s experience.

Leprosy and Vaccination is the title of a pamphlet 
recently sent to us by Mr. William Tebb, who, during 
his recent tour round the world, devoted considerable 
time to an enquiry as to the connexion between the two. 
It appears that Leprosy has, during the past two decades, 
increased to an alarming extent in India, Burmah, the 
West Indies, British and Dutch Guiana, South America, 
New Caledonia, Tonquin, Hawaii, Russia, Portugal and 
South Africa, This has naturally caused speculation as 
to the causes of so large an increase, and the only new 
factor that has been suggested is inoculation by Vaccina­
tion. It has been proved by experiment that the disease 
is inoculable, one of the most cynical tests being the 
inoculation of a condemned convict named Keanu, at 
Honolulu, particulars of which are given in the pamphlet. 
Mr. Tebb gives the opinion of a number of experts 
(mostly medical men who have been connected with 
leper hospitals) that Vaccination has contributed largely 
to the spread of this fearful disease.

In another small pamphlet on the same subject con- 
tainining extracts from the third report of the Royal 
Commission on Vaccination we find the following :—

“ Dr Robert Francis Black, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. Eelin., &c., who 
has resided at the Port of Spain, for fourteen years, that he “ has 
seen children die of erysipelas due to vaccination, but that the 
greatest danger in the West Indies was the invaccination of 
leprosy.”

Dr.'Black had it seems received a copy of Professor Gairdner’s 
article previously referred to, and his opinion was officially re­
quested on the subject by Governor Robinson, of Trinidad. Dr. 
Black replied as follows.—“I beg to say, for the information of 
his Excellency the Governor, that my experience of leprosy agrees 
with the statement of Professor W. T. Gairdner, of Glasgow, con­
tained in your circular, and that I am of opinion that the disease 
is communicable by vaccination, lymph from healthy vesicles 
only being used. 1 myself have seen two or three cases of leprosy 
following vaccination, and have questioned the parents closely, 
but failed to dectect any family taint in either : both the parents 
were respectively from Africa and China. The other was of 
Creole parentage, but all the children were born here.
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Co Corrtsponbtnfs.
Communications intended for this Journal should be 

written legibly, and on one side of the paper only.

VACCINATION IN ANOTHER ASPECT.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

Sib,—I think the appended extract from a private letter, 
just received from a gentleman resident in a neighbouring 
colony, is worthy of a niche in your columns.

Yours, etc., 
------ W.

“A.M. in the Harbinger forgets that vaccination is 
not merely a question of evidence. It has a directly 
psychopathic aspect too, in that by mixing the bloods of 
sensitives their impressionability is lowered, negatived, 
and confused, and so rendered untrustworthy. All the 
mediums, sibyls, vestals, adepts, and experts of olden 
times were kept rigidly pure and free from any taint or 
admixture with other bodies. Psychical science, and all 
testimony from the other world, or clairvoyant power in 
this, is suffering from pollution, and this is why the 
utterances of many of our trance-mediums are 
conflicting and confused. How can a medium with 
blood corrupted and contaminated with “ strains ” from 
Smith, Brown, Jones, Robertson, Tom, Dick, and Harry, 
be equally open to heavenly influences with the man or 
woman who has kept pure? This is no side question. 
It is the very life blood, pith and marrow, of psychological 
integrity.”

THE ANTI-VACCINATION MOVEMENT.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT. 

Dear Sir,—Your friendly admonition as to brevity and 
the avoidance of personalities is respectfully noted, though 
I hope, in my case at any rate, not needed. I am con­
cerned only with argument, and of this there is little in 
A.M.’s last contribution to provoke prolixity; as for 
personalities, A.M. is welcome to a monopoly of them. 
Grant me permission, however, to reply to the enumerated 
paragraphs, on page 4424, which your correspondent at 
last condescends to accord to my contentions.

1. “ Vaccinia, in fact, is nothing more nor less than 
Variola transferred to the cow.” Such was A.M.’s first 
very positive and unqualified assertion (see Harbinger, 
February). Now he writes, “ The question remains an 
open one.” The gentleman is learning—under tuition ; 
and there is hope that in time he will acquire something 
like an accurate knowledge not only of the pathology, b ut 
also of the history, of vaccination. Assistance in this 
direction might be derived from a study of the “notoriety­
hunting” Creighton’s recent writings in which, by the 
way, occur lengthy allusions to the experiments of Vogt, 
Thiele, and others mentioned by A.M. Speaking of the 
early critics and opponents of Jenner, Dr. Creighton 
points out that, though men of brains and insight, they 
were not in the academical and professorial “ swim” ; 
they were mostly outsiders, “and the outsiders were 
speedily shouted down.” But he adds, “ the position 
which they took, that cowpox was a disease wholly 
unlike smallpox, and that vaccine was a contradiction 
of the correct and received doctrine of prophylaxis, is 
the position to which we are coming back after ninety 
years of empirical trial.” This position Dr. Creighton 
supports with abundant reasons throughout his mono­
graph on cowpox; and he has very recently written, “ In 
giving evidence before our Royal Commission on Vaccin­
ation I took occasion to re-state as matter of fact the 
characters of original cowpox and their radical unlike­
ness to the familiar characters of smallpox ; but not one 
of the distinguished leaders of our profession who sit on 
the Commission, and in whose presence the evidence was 
tendered, took the opportunity to cross-examine on the 
pathology of cowpox and smallpox respectively, and the 
want of relation between them.” And of course A.M. is 
well aware that this position as to cowpox and smallpox 
has been maintained also by other modern writers, such 
as Gregory, Watson, Fleming, Cameron, Hamernik, 
Crookshank, etc. But he, or his fellow-compulsionists 
ask “ what matters it what the relationship between 
Vaccinia and Variola so long as they counteract each 

other ? Cowpox does protect from smallpox. That’s all 
we have to be concerned about. There’s no need to 
enquire the how and the why." Indeed ? What has 
been the objection made by medical men to using Count 
Mattei’s proven potent remedies but that they are 
“ secret” preparations, the ingredients of which, and the 
rationale of whose action, Mattei has declined to disclose. 
But not only do A.M. and Co. hold that the sufferer 
should unquestioningly swallow whatever may be pre­
scribed for his possible benefit, they go further and, at 
the point of the lancet, and with the strong arm of the 
law, insist on invading the healthy body with a “ virus,” 
of which they know next to nothing as to the origin, 
history, nature, and consequences. Under such circum­
stances, to proffer this “ pox” approaches presumption ; 
to compel its adoption is fiendish.

2. “ I have shown already that Vogt’s statistics with 
regard to Germany are not reliable.” Really, A.M. has 
done nothing of the sort ! He has simply set up Schulz 
against Vogt,—Schulz, “to fame unknown,” but Stadt- 
Physicuslf) at Berlin, with every inducement to preserve 
a traditional fiction,*  against Adolf Vogt, Professor of 
Hygiene at the University of Berne, an expert statistician 
of European renown. Pshaw ! The comparison is odious. 
Schulz’s figures are derived from official documents sub­
mitted to the Reichstag and contained in a work entitled 
“ Beiträge zur Beürtheilung des Nutzens der Schutz- 
pockenimfung” which, though anonymous, is supposed to 
have been compiled by Dr. Koch, the official head of the 
Gesundheits-Amt at Berlin. Now, not only has atten­
tion been called in several quarters to the fact that many 
returns given therein are incomplete and to a degree 
worthless, but the statements and arguments ascribed to 
Koch have recently been made the subject of a trenchant 
attack and refutation by Dr. Oidtmann, of Linnich (See 
“ Refutation des Erreurs Allemandes,” par le Dr. 
Oidtmann, Paris, 1890).

3. Wallace’s perfectly valid and pertinent arguments 
as to relative mortality from smallpox and other diseases 
in Prussia and Austria, A.M. pronounces “ far-fetched 
and irrelevant.” I shall not pause to labor the matter. 
Let readers refer to that argument (Harbinger, March, 
page 4373) and judge between us.

4. I could fill pages in disproof of A.M.’s assertion 
that the exclusive adoption of calf lymph in Germany 
has been attended with the most satisfactory results and 
that the Anti-Vaccination movement there has died out. 
But too much space has already been consumed and I 
must occupy no more with details. Suffice it to say that 
animal lymph is not popular with British practitioners. 
Dr. 0. E. Barnard, late Superintendent of Vaccinations 
in Tasmania, and now Government Medical Officer and 
Member of the Central Board of Health, at Hobart, has 
stated that the profession generally, throughout the 
Colonies, prefer human to calf virus, as the latter is apt 
to be followed by worse effects. The late Dr. Seaton, 
who was Director of the Vaccination Department, Local 
Government Board, London, held with Ceely that animal 
lymph would produce more skin disorders than did 
humanised vaccine. Professor Fournier, probably the 
greatest living French syphilographer, whilst pleading 
for calf lymph, confesses, “ I do not disguise from myself 
that it is a great matter, that of the substitution of 
animal vaccine for the Jennerian vaccine, and I know 
some arguments may be produced against animal vaccine 
and in favor of human. Thus, to speak of one only, it 
appears that animal vaccine preserved, if a little old, 
may acquire septic qualities, very dangerous, even fatal.” 
Dr. Perron, Offeier de la Lògica d’Honneur, pronounces 
the bovine vaccine a potent propagator of tuberculosis. 
Others hold similar views with regard to the increase of 
cancer. I am told, but do not know, that in the United 
States of America, where for years calf lymph has been 
much in vogue, the profession are now reverting to 
human virus, deeming it on the whole safer and more 
reliable than that of A.M.’s protegé. And now, A.M., 
mon ami, farewell !

* Dr. Schulz is Director of the Royal Vaccination Institute, 
in Berlin.

Faithfully yours,
X.
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THE AGE OF REASON.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

Sir,—In reading over Thomas Paine’s Age of Reason, 
it struck me that far from this being the age of reason, 
it is the age of selfishness. And being so I cannot see 
how it can also be the age of reason, for to most readers 
of your valuable journal it is known that in helping 
others we are helping ourselves. Now, as people in the 
earth-life do not as a rule help one another, I think the 
age of reason seems further away than ever, for if we 
followed the dictates of reason we would help one another.

And again, T. Paine says, I believe in one God, and I 
believe only the teachings of nature, which are the only 
true teachings of that God. Now I agree with T. Paine 
that the teachings of nature are the true teachings of 
God, but I do not think that we can understand the 
teachings of nature without direct and momentary light 
and guidance from God. And I believe that every 
thought is from God, either direct or indirect ; and that 
unless we had a continuous and direct light always 
streaming down upon us, our spirits would be like unto 
the earth without the momentary and direct life and 
light of the sun. Therefore, as the sun is the light and 
life of all _matter, so is God the direct light and life of 
all spirit ; and all other spirit or thought would be 
plunged in darkness and chaos without the direct and 
momentary light and life from the highest form of 
thought or spirit.

I write this in hope of aiding others, and also with the 
hope of being aided by others along the path of progres­
sion, truth, and right.

A LOVER OF TRUTH.

MEDIUMSHIP AT BENDIGO.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

Sir,—Spiritualism in Bendigo has been very quiet for 
the last twelve months, and a stranger would be led to 
think there are no Spiritualists in this place, but I am 
happy to say the spirits are on the move, and it appears 
they are far more anxious to make themselves known to 
us than we are to receive the glad news that they are 
still living. This shows great carelessness and neglect 
of duty on our part.

A small party, including myself, tried to magnetise a 
small table. We succeeded in about five minutes. I 
then called the alphabet,’asking who was the medium, and 
it spelt out Miss C. f(a fine healthy and unsophisticated 
young lady about 16 years of age, the daughter of the 
lady where I am boarding). We soon proved this mes­
sage to be true, although none of us knew it before. 
Then the names of the members of the family were 
spelt out correctly, but the name of one of them was 
forgotten before it was spelt out, so that it did not 
spring from our minds. The medium was soon able to 
move the table in any direction herself, and in less than 
a week she could move a very heavy table, 5ft. x 3ft., 
without contact, which to me was very wonderful, as I 
had not seen it before, although I had heard and read 
that it could be done.

What a wide field for investigation is opened up here 
for the truly scientific mind. I say this because I know 
there are a great many who think it below their dignity 
to investigate a subject like this, then I maintain they 
are not true scientists. Had Mr. Watts : despised the 
small jet of steam seen issuing from a kettle', that mighty 
power would still have been unknown to the world, and 
all the blessings it has conferred on humanity. A true 
scientist or philosopher does not take anything on credit 
or laugh at anything before he has proved it to be true 
or false.

Our medium soon manifested strong clairvoyant powers, 
and it was beautiful to hear her describing the appear­
ance and dress of the departed ones. It seemed to bring 
us in touch with those bright and lovely spirits of the 
higher spheres, and it threw all the show and tinsel of 
this fleeting world in the shade.

While our medium was in this state I wrote the name 
of one of my departed ones on a slip of paper and I 

folded it up. She held it to her forehead for a second 
and then told me the name without the slightest hesita­
tion. She could both see and hear the spirits, and she 
said several times “ Cant you see them ? Now they are 
singing,” and she seemed astonished because we could 
not hear them. They also wrote a piece of music 
through her which was strange to all of us, and I may 
say that the medium never composed a piece of music 
before in her life. This shows and proves that a living 
and intelligent force is at work, and if it is not caused 
by our departed ones, to my mind it is just as wonder­
ful and far more inexplicable, but I have no doubt about 
it myself, and I do hope and trust our friends will put all 
prejudice and early training on one side and earnestly 
investigate this question, imbued only by one feeling, 
and that is to try and find out the truth for its own sake, 
and I feel sure they will be well rewarded for their 
trouble.

Sunbury, 26/6/91. J. F.

Amongst the notable spiritualists who have recently 
“ passed on” we notice the name of Prince George of 
Solms-Braunfels. He has been a spiritualist in belief 
and practice for upwards of thirty years, and had large 
experience in all of its varied phenomena. We remem­
ber possessing some years ago a spirit photograph the 
prince being the sitter. A distinct spirit form (which 
it is stated was recognised by him) stood by his side. 
The prince, though an intellectual man, was of an amiable 
and genial disposition.

Mr. William Hancock passed on on the 18th June, 
1891, aged 88 ; father of Mrs. Greenham, Oak-street, 
Hawthorn, of Mrs. Rintoul, Metung, of Mrs. Lang, 
Poowong, and Mr. P. Hancock, Camperdown.

To Subscribers and. Itead.ers.
REMOVAL OF THE PUBLISHING OFFICE 

Of the “ Harbinger of Light/’
The Lease of the Premises occupied by me for many 
years past in Russell'street, Melbourne, having expired 
I have relinquished a branch of my business and taken 
Rooms in

AUSTRAL BUILDINGS, COLLINS STREET. 
These being on an upper flat would not be convenient for 
the Publication of a Paper ; I have, therefore, made 
arrangements with Mr. 0. H. Bamford for the Publica­
tion of “ The Harbinger of Light at his Book Shop, 190 
Little Collins Street E., near Russell-street, and imme­
diately behind the Equitable Store.

After this date, Subscriptions and Advertisements will 
be received there. Correspondents will please address all 
Editorial matter to me as under :—•

Austral Buildings, Collins-street East. 
Dec. 31st, 1890. W. H. Terry, Editor & Proprietor.

NEW BOOKS.

Rufin’s Legacy : A Theosophical Romance ; by W. 
Gerrare. 3s.

Barbarity of Circumcision as a Remedy for Congenital 
Abnormality ; by Dr. Snow. 3s. 6d.

Materialism — Ancient and Modern ; by a Fellow of 
Trinity College, Cambridge. 2s.

Priest in Absolution : A Criticism and a Denunciation.
Is. 

Priestly Celibacy Exposed ; by Rev. Mr. Fox. Is.
Confessional, by Father Desanctis : Translated from 

Italian. An Exposure, Is. 6d.
Pocket Book for Chemists, Dyers, Distillers, Photo­

graphers, Brewers, Sugar Refiners, &c. ; by T. Bayley. 
5s. 6d. 

Ireland under Coercion ; by Wm. Hulbert. Anti Home 
Rule. Is. 6d.

History of Flagellation —■ Among different Nations.
Remarkable Oases of Flogging, &c. 8s. 6d.
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Matrimonial Ceremonies Displayed ; Customs, Peculiar 
and Whimsical, of All Nations used in the Celebration 
and Consummation of Matrimony. 8s. 6cl.

Religion of Phrenology : Lecture by Prof. Fraser. 2d. 
Purse and the Conscience : An Attempt to shew the 

Connection between Economics and Ethics ; by H. 
Thompson. 3s.

Eight Hours’ Day : A History of the Movement in 
Europe and Australia ; by S. Webb and H. Cox Is. 

Portraits and Autographs—136 in all—including Photos.
of Bradlaugh, Besant, Huxley, Blavatsky, Henry 
George, Wm. Morris, Mark Twain, Tolstoi, <fcc. 2s. 

Ereemasonry Exposed and Explained ; by W. Morgan.
Showing Origin, History, and Nature of Masonry. 

2s. 6d. 
Gypsy Sorcery and Fortune Telling ; by C. Leland.

Illustrated by numerous Incantations, Specimens of 
Medical Magic, Anecdotes and Tales. Copiously 
Illustrated and beautifully bound. Contains a Col­
lection of the Customs, Usages, and Ceremonies of 
Gypsies as regards Fortune Telling, Witch-Doctoring1 
Love Philtering, &c., &c. 17s. 6d.

Pictures of 1891 : Contains Pictures of the Reyal Aca­
demy, New Gallery, English Art Clubs, &c., &c.

Is. 6d.
Webster’s International Dictionary of the English 

Language : Being the Authentic Edition of Webster’s 
Unabridged Dictionary, comprising the Issues of 1864, 
1879, and 1884, now thoroughly Revised and En­
larged under the Supervision of Noah Porter, D.D., 
LL.D., of Yale University. 2,118 pages—3,500 
Woodcuts. An entirely New Edition, thoroughly 
Revised, considerably Enlarged, and Reset in New 
Type from beginning to end.

Demy 4to, bound in Cloth,
„ Half Russia,
„ Calf

£1 15s. 0d-
2 10s. Od.
2 12s. 6d.

REDUCED LIST.

The Covers of these Books are damaged by water, 
otherwise they are quite new. In order to clear them 
they are offered at 50 per cent, off ordinary Prices ; that 
is, every volume will be sold at One-half of the Marked 
Prices here given. (Postage 6d. per volume extra). 
Gordon’s Poems (Adam Lindsay Gordon). 3s.
Old Melbourne and Memories ; by Ralph Bolderwood 

Cloth, 4s. 
Sexology as the Philosophy of Life : implying Social 

Organisation and Government ; by Mrs. Willard. 
9s. 6d. 

Philosophical Dialogues and Fragments ; by E. Renan.
7s. Id. 

Ancient Mysteries Described, especially the English
Plays, <fcc., &c. ; by W. Hone. 5s.

Virgin of the World, or Hermes Mercurius Trismegistus ;
by Anna Kingsford and E. Maitland. 12s. 6d.

Natural Foundation of Religion; by J. Samuelson. 2s. 
Child World : A Collection of Poems. 3s. 6d.
Words of Truth and Wisdom ; by Rev. F. Farrar. 4s. 
Modern Bethesda : Account of the Life, &c., of Dr.

Newton, Magnetic Healer; with Notes on Valuable 
Auxiliary Remedies, &c. 10s. 6d.

The Everlasting Gospel : Compilation of Lectures given 
by the Spirit Band through Mrs. Kline. 15s.

Animal Physiology ; by O Murché. Illustrated. 2s.
Text Book of Freemasonry : A Complete Hand Book 

Craft Masonry. 8s.
Half Hours with Microscope ; by Dr. Lankester. With

Coloured Illustrations. 9s.
Celebrated Crimes and Criminals. 2s.
Essays in Criticism ; by Matthew Arnold. 4s.
Chambers’ Etymological Dictionary, Revised and En­

larged (1890). 5s.
Carevan Route between Egypt and Syria. 23 Large

Illustrations. 5S.
Hogarth’s Works, complete. 68 Illustrations, size, 13 x

10 in. (Postage, Is. extra.) 12s.
Condition of Nations : Universal Statistics ; by G. F. 
.Kold. Contains Statistics on Every Subjeet. 985 p.p.

(Postage, Is. extra). ' 10s.

Cowper’s Poems. Cloth, Gilt extra. 4s-
Glimpses in the Twilight ; by Rev. F. G. Lee. Appari­

tions, Warnings, Remarkable Dreams, Mesmerism,'Ori­
ental Magic, Marvellous Cures, Second Sight, &c- 
(Secondhand). 14s-

Physiognomy Illustrated : A Complete and Exhaustive-
Work ; by Joseph Simms. Illustrated ; 17s-

Quentin Durward; by Sir W. Scott. Cloth. '■ 2s.
Martin Chuzzlewit ; by C. Dickens. 2 vois., Cloth. 5s. 
Pickwick Papers ; by C. Dickens. 2 vois., Cloth. 5s. 
Water Babies, Alton Locke, Hereward the Wake; by

C. Kingsley. Cloth. Each 4s.
Dust; by Julian Hawthorne. A Novel. Cloth. 3s. 
Spirit Workers in the Home Circle : A Narrative of

Psychic Phenomena, <fcc. ; by Morell Theobald. 12s. 
Volapuk, Complete Course, (the Universal Language),

Grammar and Exercises. 4s.
C. H. BAMFORD, 

Advanced Literature Depot, 
190 Little Collins St., Melbourne.

“THE ARENA,”
The Brilliant Boston U.S.A. Monthly Beview.
Edited by B. O. Flower. Contributed to by Dr. A. 

Russell Wallace, C. Flammarion, Prof. Rodes Buchanan, 
Rev. Minot Savage, &c. &c.

The Abena.—(1) One year’s subscription to The 
Arena comprises two volumes of over seven hundred and 
fifty pages each, together with from sixteen to twenty 
full-page photogravures of leading thinkers, made from 
recent photographs, and printed on heavy plate paper. 
(2) The Arena contains the ablest contributions from 
the master brains of America and Europe on all the 
great Social, Religious, Educational, and Ethical prob­
lems of the age. It is a compendium of the ablest 
thought on the great living problems of the age that 
most intimately affect civilization, published in the new 
world. (3) Each issue contains a brilliant biographical 
sketch, or a story written to emphasize a great moral 
truth, by some distinguished writer. (4) Lhe Arena 
gives all sides of every great issue presented by the 
strongest advocates, as the editor believes that it is only 
in the crucible of free discussion chat we find the gold of 
truth. Annual subscription, post free, 25s. Sample 
copy sent (post-free) on application. Australian Agent,

G. H. BAMFORD,
190 Little Collins St., Melbourne.

CRYSTAL BALLS—2J inches in diameter for the 
developement of Clairvoyancy, and for Astrological pur­
poses, with full Instructions, copied from Barrett’s 
Magus, 1801. 63s.

^^“Postage Id. in the Is. extra, to all Australasia 
including Queensland.

Complete Monthly List of New and Standard Works 
Posted Free to any Address

C. H. BAMFORD, 
Advanced. Literature Depot, 

190 Little Collins St., Melbourne.

THE AFRICAN HEAL ALL OINTMENT.
HIGHLY MAGNETIZED

This Potent remedy is invaluable for Scalds, Burns- 
Cuts, Sores, simple and longstanding, cutaneous erup­
tions, &c., &c.

No household once using it will ever be without it.
Also ANIMAL OINTMENT —Horses, Cattle, &c. Invaluable for 
Sore Nipples, Cracks, Cuts, &c. Sent Free by Post for 1/3 per Pot. 

Stamps or P.O.
Liberal Discounts to Hospitals, Squatters, &c., ordering in quanity

MRS. HARRIS, Agent, at 89 Marlborough St.. Leichardt. 
Prepared and Sold Wholesale by HabmAN & Co., 29 Baptist St.

Redfern, Sydney. egg” Agents Wanted.
N.B.—When ordering, state this paper, as the profits will be handed over to the 

Leichardt Spiritual Mission.
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W. H, TERRY,
IMPORTER OF AMERICAN, ENGLISH, AND 

INDIAN BOTANIC MEDICINES.
Herbs, Roots, Barks, Seeds, and Flowers ; Extracts, 

Elixirs, and Balsams.
Books on Physiology, Eclectic and Botanic Practice. 

Also, ORGANIC PREPARATIONS of Messrs.
B. Keith & Co , of New York;

Agent for Messrs. G. S. Cheney & Co., of Boston, U.S 
Silver Medal Melb. International Exhibition. Honor­
able Mention Centennial Exhibition.

Price Lists on application.

BEDFORD’S RHEUMA CREAM
Acts directly on the Blood, Neutralising the Poisonous 
Acids, and soon Reaching the Joints through the Circu­
lation; this Reduces the Inflammation. By the use of 
the Cream Linament> which is put up in each Packet, 
the Pain is often Removed at once. Rheuma is a 
Pleasant and Safe Medicine, and very Rapid in its 
Action.

8s. Package, Post Free in Victoria.

DYSPEPTONE.
Dyspeptone is a Pleasant Medicine, containing no 
Morphia, Opium, or other deleterious drug, yet it is the 
most effective Remedy known for Dyspepsia ; it Relieves 
at once.
Sole Proprietor for the Australian Colonies,W. H. Terry, 

Austral Buildings, Collins Street, Melbourne.

Ш INFLUENZA
AND OTHER NEGATIVE COMPLAINTS.

THERMAL ESSENCE
Is a great Assistance and often sufficient without any 

other Medicine to
Restore the Vitality and Drive Out the Disease.

Price Is. fid. and 2s. 6d. per Botttle.
Prepared only by W. H. TERRY.

Standard. Shaker Preparations.
CORBETT’S SHAKER SARSAPARILLA.

Composed of Roots and Herbs raised by the Shakers, 
a Pure and Condensed Extract, applicable to Salt Rheum, 
Scrofula, Erysipelas, Dropsy, Asthma, Jaundice, Skin 
Diseases, and all Disorders arising from Impurities of 
the Blood.

Price, 6s. per Bottle, containing Seventy Doses.

SHAKER SARSAPARILLA LOZENGES.

Portable, Pleasant, Pore — a Novelty indeed

This is the Shaker Sarsaparilla Syrup made up in 
Lozenges. It is a pleasant way of taking Sarsaparilla, 
and can be readily carried, as each packet contains a 
small box for the pocket. This style of Sarsaparilla is 
becoming popular. It is perfectly pure, being made by 
the Shakers. 5s. large Box.

SHAKER CHERRY PECTORAL,
—FOR---

Coughs, Colds, Hoarseness, Influenza, Incipient 
Consumption, and a Relief in Advanced 

Stages of Consumption.
This Compound contains Wild Cherry, and not Prussic 

Acid, as do many of the Cough Mixtures upon the 
market ; and is made by the Canterbury Shakers, which 
is equivalent to saying that it is perfectly pure and 
reliable.

It promotes expectoration, while at the same time it 
soothes and removes irritation aud inflammation of the 
lungs. 2s. 6d. per Bottle.

It is the Best Cough Medicine in the World.

W. H. TERRY, Sole Australian Agent,
All W. H. Terry’s Proprietory Medicines may be obtained 
retail from Mr. James Meyers, 9 Eastern Arcade.

NOTICE OF REMOVAL.
W. H. Terry informs his numerous friends and clients 
that he has removed his Practice as Clairvoyant 
Physician from 126 Russell Street, to that 'new and 
handsome edifice, Austral Buildings, Collins Street 
East, nearly opposite the Congregational Church. 
Hours of attendance, 10 to 4 ; Saturdays, 10 to 2.

The importation of Botanic Medicines and the 
manufacture of my Proprietary Medicines will be 
continued at the above address.

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS.
SUNDAY SERVICES 

HORTICULTURAL HALL, VICTORIA-ST. 
Speaker (July): Mr. C. H. BAMFORD. 

Doors open 6.30. To commence at 7 p.m.
Séance.—Mr. Bradley, in Association’s Room, Monday 

next, 8 p.m., Admission Is.
The objects of the Association are : “ The Investi­

gation and Advancement of Spiritual Truths and Pur­
poses.”

Office and Reading Room,
AUSTRAL BUILDINGS, COLLINS STREET, E. 

A. FLETCHER, Hon. Secretary.

ELECTRO MEDICATED BATHS.
MR. H. A. RISING, 

WOOLLAHRA, 103, GrEVILLE-St., COLLEGE LAWN, 
PRAHBAN,

Having Purchased the Batteries and Appliances of the late Rev. 
Mr. Yelland, and used by him wi h such remarkable success ; also 
having fitted up Electro-Medical Baths under the guidance of 
one of the best Electricians in Melbourne, with the latest Me­
chanical Appliances obtainable—is prepared to treat Patients 
suffering from Nervous Disorders, Rheumatism, Diabetes, Inflam­
mation of Lungs, Pneumouia, Neuralgia, Quinsy, Dyspepsia, Indi­
gestion, Constipation, Liver Complaints, Varicose Veins, Lumbago, 

&c., &c.
Electro-Medical Bath, 5s,, or £2 10s. per doz. 

Local Application without Bath, 2s. 6d.

I. CRAWFORD BRADLEY, 
CLAIRVOYANT AND PSYCHOMIST, 

All Diseases Diagnosed.
Holds a Séance at 133 Wellington Parade, Corner of 
Powlett Street, East Melbourne, every Wednesday 

at 8 p.m. (Sharp.)

MRS. REY MOLDS
Having Returned from England, has Resumed her 

Circles for Development 
On SUNDAY AND THURSDAY, at 7.30 p.m. 

ADMISSION Is.

Private Sittings (5s.) Every Day, Sundays 
Excepted.

324 Gore Street, Fitzroy, near Johnston Street. 
*** Take Fitzroy Tram.

THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.
AUSTRALIAN EXPONENT ¡OF SPIRITUALISM AND 

ADVANCED THOUGHT,
(Now in its Twenty first Year of Issue).

Subscription, Town, 5/ per ann. ; Country, 5/6 : Great 
Britain, 6/; America, 1 dollar 50 cents. Single Copy, 6d,

Subscriptions date from September to August ; no 
deduction from Publishing Price unless paid in advance. 
Editor, W. H. Terry, Austral Buildings, Collins Street 
Publisher, C. H. Bamford, 190 Little Collins Street, 

Melbourne.
The “ Harbinger ” may be obtained bound, 2 vois, in one 

at 12/6. Vois. 19 and 20 now ready.
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Country Agents for the “Harbinger”:— J. MEYERS,
Melbourne—

„ Horticultural Hall, Victoria Street.
At the Lyceum, Sundays.

Carlton—Mrs. Nevien, 444 Madeline Street. 
Richmond—At the Lyceum, Church st., Sundays. 
Castlemaine—Miss Vale.
Sandhurst—Mr. A. J. Smith, Jun., Pall Mall.
Sydney—Messrs. Turner & Henderson, 16 Hunter St., 

,, Mrs. Harris, 89 Marlborough St., Leichardt.
Adelaide—W. C. Rigby, King William Street. 
Bainawartha—F. G. Eggleston.
Tasmania (N. W.Coast) W. B. & Oswin Button, Leven 
Invercargill (N.Z.)—E. R. Weir, News Agent, Lt j st 
Napier, N.Z.—Mr. Orerar.
Reefton
Masterton
Huntley
Dunedin
Bathurst, N.S.W.—L. D. Marshall, Howick Street. 
Cooktown, Queensland, G. Weiss.
Brisbane—E. H. Arundell, Brunswick-street, Valley 
Launceston—Hudson <fc Hopwood.
Rockhampton—W. Munro.
Auckland—
Ipswich, Queensland—W. Tatham.
Broken Hill, N.S. W.—Robert Hood.

E. J. Scantlebury.
T. E. Price.
J. H. Graham.
J. M. Dark, 104 George Street.

я 
я 
я 
я

Agents wanted for all parts of the Colony.

CHARLES H. BAMFORD,
Curative Mesmerist and Magnetic 

Healer.
Patients Treated attheir own Residences by appointment, 

which can be made by Letter if necessary. 
HOURS OF CONSULTATION, 10 a.m. to 12, 2 to 4 p.m.

All Relief given and Cures effected without loss of con­
sciousness or self control.

Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Sleeplessness, Paralysis, Loss of. 
Nerve Power, &c., all Cured by the Agency of Magnetism 

FEE 10s.
90 Little Collins Street, near Russell Street.

MRS. H. A. RISING, Medical Clairvoyant.
DISEASES ACCURATELY DIAGNOSED.

Persons residing in surrounding Colonies send Lock 
of Hair direct from Patient. Fee 10s. ■ also

TRANCE AND TEST MEDIUM.
PRIVATE SEANCE, 5s.

Circles held Sunday 7-30 p.m,; Tuesday and Friday,
8 p.m. sharp.

Removed to Woollahara, Greville St., College Lawn, 
few doors from Punt Road.

Clairvoyance.
MRS. EMILY SHARPE

Has Moved to Barker Villa, Burwood Avenue, Upper 
Hawthorn (overlooking Camberwell Railway Station). 
Only twenty minutes’ ride from Melbourne. Trains 
every ten minutes. Take train to Camberwell.

Diseases correctly diagnosed without asking the patient 
a single question. This assertion may seem radical. 
The truth is always radical. I mean exactly what I say. 
I hold the necessary credentials to prove that this can 
be done.

Medicinial Herbs used and Magnetic Treatment if 
desired.

Hours—10 a.m. till 4 p.m. Thursday evenings, 7 to 
9. Also by appointment.

Sixteen Years’ Practice in Victoria. Fee, 10s.

Printed by J. C. Stephens, (Late E. Purton & Co. at his Office, 146 Elizabeth 
Street Melbourne, for the Proprietor, W H. Terry, and published by C. II. 
Bamford, at 190 Little Collins Street East, near Russell Street, Melbourne

SUCCESSOR TO W. H. TERRY,
BOTANIC DRUGGIST AND ECLECTIC CHEMIST, 

Manufacturer of Standard Botanic Remedies.
MEDICAL HERBS, BARKS, ROOTS, SEEDS, 

POWDERS, &c., AT REDUCED RATES.
PRICE LISTS POST FREE.

Address—9 Eastern Arcade, near Bourke st. Entrance. 
Melbourne.

LIFE RENEWERÍ
\1

..... ...... ........Lu without medicine: Rheumatism, Dyspepsi 
Debility, Lame Back. Spinal Disorders. Di:

Dr. Pierce’s Patent Galvanic 
Chain Belt and Electric Suspen­
sory. Only perfect BODY BAT­
TERY ever invented. The elec­
tricity can be instantly felt and 

-.-y ф will positively cure the following
diseases, -^4 Eg without medicine: Rheumatism, Dyspepsia, 
Л ervous Debility, Lame Back. Spinal Disorders. Dis­
eases of v*  Stomach, Liver and Kidneys, Female Weak­
ness, Impotency, Sexual Weakness, etc. Thousands cured.

RUPTURE.
DR. PIERCES PATENT 

MAGNETIC ELASTIC TRUSS” 
fistile_ ..ly genuine Electric Truss in the

world. No Iron Hoops or Steel Springs! Easy 
to wear, Night and Day. This celebrated Truss has 
radically cured thousands of patients. < 

Оф-Perfect fitting trusses or belts can he sent to all 
parts of the world by mail. For full particulars, send for 
free Pamphlets No. 1 and 2. Address, MAGNETIC ELASTIC 
TRUSS CO., 704 Sacramento St., SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., 
U.S.A. These goods may also be obtained of Wash. H. Soul <fc 
Co., Sydney, and Elliott Bros., Brisbane. Read our Pamphlets.

A VALUABLE BOOK.
ГНЕ PHILOSOPHY OF CURE.
Including methods ancl instruments, by E. D. Babbitt, 

M.D., & D.M., Dean of the New York College of 
Magnetics, and author of the Principles of Light and 
Colour.

Containing Instruction for the Application of the 
Finer Forces in Nature to the Cure of Disease.

115 large 8vo pages, beautifully Illustrated. 2/6.
W. II. TERRY, A usTBAL Buildings.

“RUTH ANNABE L,” 
Graphologist and Physiognomist, 

“ Violets,” Oak Street, Hawthorn.
Your own or your Friend’s true Character and Disposition shown 
by Handwriting ; also, Advice invaluable as to nature of Pursuit to 
be followed. A true test. The Christian Name in full is requisite 
Send Writing and 2s. (Stamps or Postal Note) to above Address, and the Reply 

will be forwarded with the least possible delay.

AST RAYL О GY.

Prof BRUN, Prophetic Medium,
336 CARDIGAN STREET, CARLTON,

(3 doors from Elgin Street.)
Answers Questions relating to the General Events of 
Human Life. Write your Questions, enclose fee, 5/- and 
you will be faithfully advised. By appointment, I visit 
at your residence, (by enclosing double fee), within a 
few miles.

P.S.—Babies’ Horoseopes cast.

T. W. BULL,
Magnetic Disease Healer 8s Herbalist,

PRAHRAN ARCADE, CHAPEL STREET, 
(Near Town Hall.)

Diseases Read Personally or by Letter, enclosing Lock 
of Patient’s Hair.

All Diseases Treated.—Fee, including Fortnight’s 
Medicine, 10s. 6d.

N.B.—Hours of Consultation, 10 till 4. References to 
Patients who have been Cured given on Application.

A CARD.
MRS. A. NEVIEN,

(Late ot Cardigan St.,)
TRANCE AND TEST MEDIUM.

Private Sittings, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Saturday. Hours, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays 10 a.m. 
at 2 p.m. No. 3. Beulah Terrace,

444 Madeline Street, Carlton. Near Queen’s College.


