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.. We report as fully as space will admit, the first two 
discussions on Modern Spiritualism between' Mf. Tyer- 
man and Mr. Blair, the third one we leave for our next 
number. Public expectation was on the qui vive 

and the opponents of spiritualism mustered in strong 

force to hear their champion demolish the whole fabric, 

which from the tone of his letters that have appeared 

from time to time in the Melbourne press they might 

most reasonably expect he would do. But they must 

have been most groviously disappointed at the result, 

and although the press (with a few honorable excep­

tions) try to place him in as favorable a light as possible, 

his best friends must be fully conscious that his cham­

pionship was a decided failure. The most peculiar fea­

ture about Mr. Blair's speeches, was the almost entire 

absence of argument. Reckless assertions interspersed 

withBlang terms, eulogies of books having no bearing upon 

the subject, appeals to the religious prejudices of the 

audience and dissertations on extraneous subjects formed 

the burden of his talk. On the first night his eloquence 

run out before three-fourths of his allotted time was 

consumed, but being twitted with that, he managed to 
fill out his time on the second occasion with some witti­

cisms, a dissertation on total eclipses of the Sun, 

and experiments in the photography of the spectrum. By 

this time he had fairly run aground, and did not want to 

have any more of it, but as a third discussion had been 

promised the audience would not let him off, so he had 

to go into training for a third attempt. Mr. Blair com­
menced with four propositions (not one ’of which he 
succeeded in establishing) and by a candid admission 

that he knew nothing of spiritualism, and that he had 

neverseen any ofthephenomena. But on being criticised 

by Mr. Tyerman for his temerity in attempting to argue 

a question ofwhieh he was confessedly ignorant,hechanged 

his tack and stated to the astonished and incredulous 

audience that ho had studied spiritualism for 20 years ! 
He had read all the works worth reading which touched 

upon tho subjjcc ; we think our friend must bo a little 

in the dark here, perhaps he might have added, aside, 
“ which came under my notice.” Wo will undertake to 

show him one dozen standard works on the subject con­

taining at least G000 pages, written by authors whose 

literary reputation ranks at least as high as Mr. Blair's. 

Tho trap Mr Blair speaks of falling into was sot by him­
self. It was his own egotism, ho had delivered two 

lectures up the country on spiritualism, and he thought 

everybody in the Colony ought to have read them ! and 
therefore presumed they had. This is on a par with the 

assertion made the same evening, “ That any man who 

had not read his favorite author Herschel was incom, 

petent to judge on scientific matters.” Tho only thing 

he could do with regard to the evidences adduced by his 

opponent was to question tho competency of tho 

witnesses, and the reliability of their senses, Horace 

Greeley wore spectacles and was shorter sighted than ho 

(Mr.Blair) was,Dr.<T. Campbell was unscientific,Dr. Elliot- 

son had made such wonderful assertions with regard to 

mesmerism and clairvoyance, that his evidence on spirit­

ualism could not bo received. RobortBell the journalist 

had ruined his literary reputation by writing the article 

“ Stranger than fiction ” for the Cornhill Magazine, and 

this is a proof that his evidence was unreliable ! Mr. 
Blair wisely passed over the testimony of the late Pro­

fessor Do Morgan, he was at least, one too many for 

him. Mr. Tyerman bad quoted “ Sergeant Cox ” in sup. 

port of tho Phenomena, Mr. Blair triumphantly read 

from the Athenreum a review of a book by Mr. Cox, to 

prove that Mr. Cox was not a Spiritualist; this was per­

fectly superfluous, neither Mr. Tyerman nor anyone else 

has ovot claimed him as such. Other objections were of 
the same class pointless and weightless. Mr. Tyerman's 

speeches and manner throughout formed a strong and 

agreeable contrast to his opponent's. His matter was 

argumentative and telling,and he managed to put forward 

a quantity of information on spiritualism, its phenomena 

and evidences, (although on the first night ho was led 

off the track by his opponent's divergence,) and in spite 

of popular prejudice evidently carried the larger and 

less demonstrative portion of tho audience with him.
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Wo have little doubt but that the discussion will be 
productive of good, by arousing public interest and 
stimulating enquiry and investigation. This is all we 
ask, knowing we have Fact! on our side wo boldly chal­
lenge investigation. The subject will bear tho closest 
scrutiny of the impartial investigator though wo do not 
attempt to force conviction on the prejudiced bigot- 
By appealing to the reason alone, spiritualism gfows 
and will continue to grow in spite of all opposition.

PLANCHETTE COMMUNICATIONS.
Truly my friends the upward path is one fraught 

with difficulties, but what of that when each step you 
ascend—each difficulty you overcome brings you nearer 
to God,—gives you a clearer view of the land of promise, 
which is a veritable reality of living treasures where 
you will find all your wants supplied as you wish. Let 
your help be given freely to all, whether in or out of 
the Church, and hold every man’s opinion on religion as 
sacred. We would not have you aggressors but true 
men and women, holding your gifts in reverence for the 
good of your brethern,« and loving each other with a 
pure and fraternal affection. Charity is the holy and 
spontaneous outflow of the divine spirit, and the soul 
wholly under its guidance is truly happy, it escapes 
the torture that the soul not developed in this Heaven- 
born attribute, Buffers. Thus it ¡b that man born into 
the world in a morally diseased condition has to under­
go much suffering ere tho beautiful contour of the 
natural man is developed, therefore my friends exercise 
charity in all things and to all be prudent and long 
suffering, for in the end you will reap the fruits of your 
labor. R. W. 8.

It has been said that Truth lies at the bottom of a 
well, but my friends Truth is scattered broadcast over 
all Nature. In her you perceive its lines, and in its 
manifestations you are oft disappointed, but to the man 
who with eyes open to the beauty of its forms, and mind 
developed to the perception of its immortal existence, 
its worth is precious, and its attainment—his highest 
aim. Search for truth as ho who sought the philosopher’s 
stone. Do not accept tho somblancc for tno reality, in 
it you will find all your heart can wish for on earth, and 
yoursoul enjoy. Behold the opening rosebud with its per­
fume laden petals, there you see tho beauty as well as the 
truthful analogy of a developing bouI, not in its infancy 
does it exhale its perfume, or exhibit the beauty of its 
proportions, but in its maturity does it yield tho greatest 
amount of essence, so with the human soul, its beauty 
is at all times apparent, but its usefulness and its 
development of truth is greater as it advances in tho 
sunshine of the great and truth-giving element of divine 
l°v®- Theodocius. R. W. 8.

Chameleon-like the mind imbues all it touches with 
the prismatic hueB of its own light, alternating from 
green to blue, from red to yellow. ~ Mind, when viewed 
by the mental eye of man on the physical plane is sur­
rounded by a fog, the outline of its nucleus is but 
dimly perceptible, but is all that makes the man, and in, 
and through it is the Divinity transmitted. You would 
know my name ? It too has changed, the qualities of 
sou bear upon them the legitimate title, but know, ’tie 
no longer Locke, but unlocking.

sPIRITUALI8M IN NEW ZEALAND.

A meeting of the members, and persons desirous of 
becoming members, of the Society for Investigating 
Spiritualism, was held last evening, in the lower lull of 
tho Athepsum, Mr. Henderson Carrick in the chair 
An address having been delivered by the Chairman a 
Constitution was adopted, and the following office­
bearers were elected for the ensuing year:_ Mr T Red-
mayne, President; Messrs. R. Stout and H. Carrick 
Vice-Presidents; Mr. Arthur Beverly, Treasurer-Mr’ 
R Wtiron, Secretary; Messrs. Logan, Moody, B^ebv, 
and Christie, Business Committee. Sixteen new mem- 
bers were elected, making a total of fifty-six, several of 
whom are ladies.—The Otago Daily Time».

<$ai{^spand£nts.
Communication» for insertion in this Journal should be 

plainly written, and at concise as possible.

OUR LONDON LETTER.

15 Southampton Row, London.
May 17th 1872.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HAUBINGER OF LIGHT.

Sib,—Do spirits in Melbourne condescend to sit 
for their photographs ? There is considerable discussion 
amongst us here as to whether they do so or not in 
London. It has long since been certified that spirit 
photographs can bo obtained in America, and tho same 
result has been prophesied to take place in London. 
During these last few weeks Mr. Hudson, a photographer 
in Holloway, has been overwhelmed with visitors desirous 
of obtaining photographs of their spirit friends. In very 
many instances tho plates boro shadows in addition to 
the likenesses of the sitters. But, unfortunately, very 
few of these ghost-photographs show their faces, so that 
only a few spirits have been identified and those not 
very satisfactorily. Though it would be highly prema- 
turo to insinuate that Mr. Hudson has acted unfairly, 
yet there is not sufficient proof on the other hand to es­
tablish the fact of his ghost-photograplis being due to 
spirits. Mr. Slater tested the matter in a very severe 
manner by taking with him his own plates and camera. 
Even then images were obtained similar to those which 
the sceptical are apt to criticise as spurious I have sat 
for Mr. Hudson myself, and a picture was obtained on 
the plate, in addition to my portrait, a copy of which I 
send you. But I am not photographer enough to be 
certain as to whether the additional figure is genuine or 
not. I went into the dark room and saw the picture 
developed, yet I understand there are means whereby 
this result can be attained, independent of the aid of 
spirits. Next month I hope to report as to the perfor­
mances of another photographer, who haB obtained por­
traits of quite a different quality from those produced 
by Mr. Hudson.

At present the spiritualists of London are in a state 
of great excitement, in consequence of Gerald Massey’s 
lectures in St George’s Hall, the first taking place on 
Sunday last, at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, when the 
largo building was crowded to excess. It is the most 
successful effort that has over been in connection.with 
the public advocacy of spiritualism in London. The 
acquisition of Mr. Massey will no doubt call out a num­
ber of other eminent men who are well known to prose­
cute the investigation of spiritualism in private. It 
would appear that our public men are not quite so bold 
in attaching themselves to unpopular movements as the 
leading men with you are.

yours truly, 
J. Burns.

-------- o--------  
THE DEAN OF MELBOURNE AND MODERN

MIRACLES.

CONTRA.
“To compare therefore the feeding of five thousand men in the 
desert, with the putting a rose under the table in the twilight, in 
simply to show how far the passions will overpower reason.”—“Toe 
Dean of Melbourne’s Pamphlet on ¡Spiritualism.”

PRO. .
“ The Rev. J. W. Higginson said he had seen a guitar play in 

broad daylight without any human hands upon it, or any human 
being within three feet of it. The widow of John Davis, late gov­
ernor of Massachusetts, while sitting in her own parlor with two 
other ladies and a medium, saw a pencil rise up of itself on a 
centre table in the room, and, while no human being was within 
several feet of it, write an intelligent communication to herself. 
And yet this is but one of thousands of facts, some greater some less, 
which are daily transpiring in the world, apd which have only 
been hailed by jeers and sneers of academics and lyceums” 26^. 
“ Then what appeared to be a human hand holding a pencil was 
plainly visible over the paper, and commenced writing with a 
rapidity that no mortal hand can come near to.« The paper, the 
hand, and the pencil, were so near to us, and so plainly visible to 
us by the luminosity of the hand, that we could all three have 
touched them, and we were enabled to inspect them at our leisure 
with the most perfect case. My next neighbour was so intent
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upon the examination that ho got his head immediately over the 
pencil, whereupon the hand made a sudden move upwards, and hit 
L« nose with the pencil, which gave him such a start that he drew 
his head back with considerable speed. When it had written both 
sides of the sheet full, it handed the pencil to me, which proved to 
be the same Buffalo pencil which I had myself placed upon-the 
table. After this the hand was presented to each one of us in the 
„„m, and was shaken by all save one, who was too timid to re­
ceive it. As before it was dcatMy cold, but firm, and as solid 
apparently as the human hand. It was at thia,interview that I 
received instructiono from the presiding npiri^ to publish in the 
Buffalo “ Age of Progress ” the communication written for me by 
the presiding spirit-hand. In obedience to thoso directions I send 
you the following, received under the circumstances which I have 
above faithfully described :—

The Communication.

We have laboured here some considerable time now, and trust 
wc have induced more tangible and philosophical views of Spirit­
ualism than those of the hf.D's and D.D.'s of the world, especially 
those of Buffalo [Melbourne], whose treatment of the subject has 
not contributed much to tho enlightenment or elevation of man­
kind. Our object it to show to the infidel, and to prove to the 
sceptic, that there is a higher state of existence beyond the grave— 
a higher condition of being than that of earth. Mortals have for 
ages been groping their way through doubts, fears, and despond­
encies,’’ p. 316. “ All distinctly saw every mark made by the 
hand ns it wrote with the pencil we had furnished. It was written 
with immense rapidity, far fn^er than any mortal could have ac- 
ocnplisbod it, and when finished the following communication 
was handed to our party :’’■—“ The spirits who produce manifesta­
tions in this room write these lines to convince you of their varied 
power, and for tho sake of removing doubts that exist, not only in 
your minds, but amongst Spiritualists generally upon this sub­
ject,” p. 318. “ The spirits then shook hands with me ; also they 
placed their hands in mine, and permitted me to examine them 
till I was fully satisfied. The same favor was readily granted to 
others. These spirit-hands in all things resemble ours, except 
that they had a kind of tremulous motion, and cold and death-like. 
Presently the spirit-hand took the pen, anil we nil distinctly saw 
it write on a pa per lying on the table. The writing was executed 
much more rapidly than I evor saw performed by mortal hand. 
The pnper was then given to me, and I still retain that writing in 
ray poss^essicsi At the close of the session the spirit (King) took up 
the trumpet and gave a short lecture through it, representing the 
benfts in time and eternity, of intercourse with spirits, exhorting 
us to be faithful to our op|x>rtusltios, and charitable to those who 
arc in .ignorance and error, he closed an impressive address with a 
benediction.”—“ American Spiritualism,” by E. Hardinge, p. 262, 
318,318, and, 325. p ,

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OP LIOHT.

SiR—I beg to offer you a letter in reply to the pam­
phlet recently published by the Very Rev. tiie Dean of 
Melbourne, controverting the faith of Spiritualists and 
the facts of Spiritualism. This may possibly be the first 
only of a series of my contributions upon the same sub­
ject. I offer this suggestion under tho supposition that, 
by a reply to the phamphlet in question, 1 shall be mak­
ing a reply to the objections of anti-spiritual theology 
generally, to what appears to me to bo tho almighty and 
all-merciful dispensation of Spiritualism.
. Tho.points or objection which such theology has taken, 
is taking, or will take, against Spiritualism, I shall (I 
have no doubt) find more or less glanced at in this pam­
phlet. If so I shall feel myself dealing with one of this 
World's schools of divine philosophy, rather than an 
individual Dignatory of the Church, who commands my 
affectionate admiration to the fullest extent. In saying 
so much I speak of a personal and most friendly ac­
quaintance reaching back many years, and with the 
desire that any hard blows that my pen, in the subject's 
cause, may be guilty of, may fall softly. I propose, for 
tho present, to review only the extract from the pamph­
let quoted at the head of this letter.
th fir8t plo^e, then, with regard to miracles, I hold
that, if spirits have been exhibiting their acts before the 
eyes of men all over the world for the Inst thirty years, 
it is reasonable to suppose that those acts would be of a 
tsor® miraculous nature as a whole (from the fact of 
i C|'r being infinitely more numerous) than those recor- 

aed m our Sacred Books. Then comes the question 
which ought to be no question in the face of such mira- 
fl*—-Are the spirits doing this ? Our three senses— 

??r*n ^i seeing, and feeling, answer tho question in the 
affirmative. Spirits are now exhibiting themselves to, 
amd. Shaking hands with, mankind every day, and shout 
in the ears of mortals that they are spirits engaged in 
carrying out God's merciful dispensation. See their 
own .evidence which comes from hundreds of thousands 
of witness boxes, just as quoted above from E. Hardinge s 

work. If that is not convincing we have only to enquire 
from society around us, if nothing has been heard or seen ’ 
of. the spiritual world. The truth is that miracles are 
raining down upon us, as well as the rest of the world, 
and in this respect Sandhurst and Castlemaine have 
lately become very wet places. The spirits not only de­
clare themselves the authors of the phenomena which 
puzzles anti-spiritualists, but plainly and distinctly de­
clare the use, the good, tho present and future design, 
of what they are about. The man who denies the facts 
of this nature, the man who denies the truth and authen­
ticity of the modern history which records these facts, 
(one is tempted to say) proves himself htforamad-houae, 
or otherwise dubs himself a most contemptible ignoramus 
upon this most important subject of the ago we live in. 
The question, therefore, whether the phenomena does or 
does not proceed from spirits ought to be no question, 
nor does the pamphlet invito tho discussion.

I reply to the inference, that the phenomena are the 
miraculous doings of evil spirits, in the false garb of 
angels of light. I argue that they cannot be so, owing 
to their number and magnitude, over and above the 
Scripture miracles by the agency of spirits in the true 
garb of angels of light.

Heroin I traverse tho Dean's facts as to tho relative 
magnitude of ancient and modern miraculous action. I 
disputo his claim of greater magnitude of collective 
miraculous action on behalf of the ancients, and main­
tain that such claim rests with the moderns. I will just 
glance at the different kinds of modern miracles, and 
then, after determining what constitutes a miracle, lift 
tho scale, and seo which are the more weighty, the 
ancient, or modern.

Modern history, (as trustworthy upon this subject as 
any othor,) records tho following six pacts, from which I 
proceed to carefully, and jealously, count up modern 
miracles, so that none may be lost, and then weigh them 
against the ancient records of equally miraculous pheno­
mena by the same God and with the same avowed object 
then as now, viz., tho salvation of tho soul of man, and 
tho consequent glorification of God.

I further hold that no one miracle can bo greater or 
Iohh than another, and that a rose walking under tho 
table by invisible powor, would be just as great a miracle 
rh a dinner walking on to a table by invisible power, 
oven though that table should be laid for five thousand.

1st Fact—Modern history records that articles and 
particles of inert matter move by invisible power in all 
parts of the world. If something inert beats time to an 
air, each boat I hold to bo a separate movomeut. Each 
of all these kinds of movements I count as a miracle.

2nd Fact—Modern history records that, within the 
last quarter of a century, a vast library of literatare has 
been written by inspiration, in and out of trance, uncon­
sciously by the writer, as respects tho matter. Every 
word I count as a miracle.

3rd Fact—Modern history records that mea and 
tu^moa are now speaking as oa the day of Pentecost, ia 
imd out of trance, unconsciously, aad sometimes unac­
quainted with tho language. Every word I count as a 
miracle. . .

4th Fact—Modern history records that musical in­
struments, im endless variety, play by othor than human 
or mechanical agency. Each note 1 count as a miracle.

5th Fact—Modern history records that mea amd 
womea without am artist edacatiea, and aacomHcieasly 
to t■hemHe|veH, execute paimtiags and drawmgii, im -­
which, like spirit writings, are executed with super­
human rapidity. Each and every stroke I count as a 

miracle. . ,
6th Fact—Modern history records that men and 

women hear knocks not by human agency, they see 
lights not of human creation; they make musical sounds 
oa mrtrameate without Buch edacatiea, aad uR^R- 
Hciously to themselves. Each knock heard, each “ght 
seen, and each mote of such music, I count as a miracle.

I estimate the sum total of all these six kinds of mi­
racles at about 1,000,000 p. diem; aad, if asked to be 
moderate, and correct my estimate, I simply multiply it 
by three or four figures. However, taking them ir their 
reduced scale, I will follow the Deam's example, amd 
place them im juxtaposition with the Scripture miracles. 
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Now, what have w©—1st, Scripture miracles say 2,000 in 
number, the history of the latest of which is nearly 2,000 
years old. Then, as for the diversity of quality, of which 
the Dean speaks, take for example what we have been 
accustomed fo rogard as an almost incredibly great 
Scripture miracle, viz.—The spirit-hand, and its writing 
on the wall. Is there not a family likeness between 
that miracle and tho manifestations recorded in the 
motto to this letter. The guests at the king’s feast were 
not allowed to handle the hand ; they are now-a-days.

2nd—Now for modern miracles. 1,000,000 p. diem 
before the eyes of the living. If I may borrow a phrase 
from the Quarterly Review upon this subject I would ask 
if u educated common sense" can pronounce it reasonable, 
or credible to suppose, that God should design to enforce 
truth by virtue of such sacred history of miracles, and 
yet side by side therewith, permit the Devil, in the false 
garb of an angel of light, to make use of the same mira­
culous power, to enforce the same teachings, but with 
the miraculous power multiplied more than a million 
fold. Again, what but a fear of the dawn of truth causes 
the orthodox to hush up, and shut out from their house­
holds, such miracles as are recorded in the motto, and 
which it ¡b there mentioned are taking place by the 
thousands. The households I have spoken of are in per­
fect ignoranco of these things. The same orthodox 
system of hushing up facts, precisely from the same 
motivos, kept the households of the orthodox in Jeru­
salem, ignorant of the facts of the miracles of our 
Saviour.

Lastly I have only to observe that, presuming the 
Dean’s rose is put forward to represent the sum total, 
or the sum and subtance, of spiritualistic miracles, and 
presuming the Guppy’s mentioned by the Dean are to 
be made small of, I shall be driven to say in reply, if 
politeness will permit, and if a rose by any other name 
will smell as sweet, and if a harsh monosyllable will 
neither destroy the fragrance of the beautiful Bower, nor 
grate upon ears refined, then, and under all those con­
ditions, I should be disposed to call that aforesaid rose 
an enormous “ lie.”

I am, Sir,
Your obdt. Servant, 

W.
P.8.—Referring to the name of Mrs. “ Guppy,” and 

the opinion advanced by the Dean, as to the probable 
deception of those who bore witness to her advent at 
their Beance, and referring, further, to the positively in­
numerable records of levitations of the human body, I 
make this remark—Tho famous article in the Quarterly 
Review, (attributed to Dr. Carpenter) and the Dean of 
Melbourne, hold that the truthfulness of those incidents 
of modern history must be rejected by “ educated com­
mon sense,” and attributed to deception of the imagina­
tion. In opposition to this view the Westminster Review 
for last April has an article showing that these miracu­
lous events are proved to be true as completely as the 
best evidence and testimony can prove any fact of the 
most modern date. To my mind “educated common 
sense ’’ ought to regard the falsehood of such innumer­
able Btories as more miraculous than the absolute occur, 
rence of the events; and equally so, whether the 
falsehood arises from the dishonesty of tho witnesses, or 
from their three senses of hearing, seeing, and feeling, 
having deceived them in all such instances. How can 
anything possibly be proved, and what is the value of 
human testimony, if probable deception of those three 
senses on the part of a congregation of witnesses ¡b 
allowed to be a valid objection to the truth of such tes- 
timony. 8urely, then, witness boxes may be removed 
from our law courts with all convenient speed, having 
been discovered by the Dean of Melbourne and the 
Quarterly Review to be useless appendages.

However, the Dean, hoping against miracles, fondly 
supposes darkness in Mrs. Guppy's case migh have 
favored “ deceivedimaginings." To cut from under him 
this lust shred of hope, I will conclude my Bomewhat 
lengthy postscript by quoting one of countless instances 
of human levitations in the light, and before a congregation 

of witnesses, and ask how “ educated common sense ” 
can attribute the apparent phenomen to “ deceived im­
aginings.” I quote from the 279 page of E. Harding»’, 

well-known work—“ Dr. Hallock stated that on Bunday 
afternoon, at the commencement of a lecture he was 
delivering, Mr. Henry Gordon, the well-known physical 
medium, who then sat Borne distance from him in the 
perfectly well-lighted room, rose in the air without any 
human aid, till the speaker beheld him floating bo high 
that his feet just grazed tho top of the Beat above which 
he hung in the air. The attention of the entire congre­
gation was rivetted on him. This was tho marvellous 
operation of spirits in the full light of day.”

SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS AT SAND­
HURST.

Tiie circle formed somo sovon months ago in this city 
is still progressing. It has lost one or two of its mem­
bers by removal to other placeB and other causes inci­
dental to such a movement; but it has likewise gained 
new members as well as more mediums. The chnirman 
reports the circle to be regularly meeting every week 
and to be making rapid progress. Two lady mediums 
are controlled by the Bpirits of the Reverend Messrs. 
Draper and Hill, and the renowned John and Katie King. 
Two trance malo mediums have recently joined the cir­
cle by spirit direction, and tho lady mediums also by the 
same means. One of our oldest mediums is now con­
trolled by a red indian chief and, as his manifestations 
are all done in the light by his own instruction, they 
are most interesting. The chief goeB through in charac­
ter many of his customs when in the earth sphere, such 
as hunting, scalping, and emoking “ the pipe of peace.” 
His motions through the medium are truly graceful, and 
once the most delicious perfume came from him. He is 
quite a favorite with the circle. The medium is entranced 
by him. It requires to be witnessed to be fully appre­
ciated. Ono of the lady mediums though not yet a be­
liever in spiritualism, joined tho circle by command of 
the spirits, and being a seeing medium and clairvoyant 
is of great service to ub. We now take our instructions 
through her. A young lady medium sees the spirits in 
her normal state, and had several articles of her dress 
taken off while her hands were held by her papa and a 
young lady who was sitting next to her. She also had 
threepence in coppers put into her hands in the light 
and in the sight of the circle; and on her asking for 
fruit from Heaven, what felt like a ripe peach was placed 
in her hand and felt as such by two of the circle. On a 
third attempting to feel it it had evaporated. Later, in 
Ver own home circle, she has had 4s. in silver brought. 
Her family and herself are all orthodox Christians, but 
strong believers in the truths of spiritualism as well. 
At a special meeting of the circle held at the house of 
the other lady medium on Sunday evening last(by special 
request from the controlling spirits) the manifestations 
were of the most interesting and exciting character. 
Some fifteen ladies and gentlemen were present. They 
assembled, and before even the opening prayers were 
said, the arm of the young lady was seen by all to wave 
about and a half crown to come through the air and 
fall on her hand. All saw it and handled it, and a 
portion of the circle Baw at the sametime, a very beauti­
fully formed spirit arm draped above that of the medium. 
After prayer and a verse ol “ the Evening Hymn ” was 
sung, the elder lady medium was controlled and described 
many things to us. Very fine addresses were delivered 
in the trance by Messrs. Arthur and Martell. After a 
little, a shilling was put into the young medium’s hand 
seen by all. We were then told by Mr. Hill to sing a 
verse of “ the beautiful river,” after which we were told 
to put out the light and Mr. Hill would walk round the 
circle. His spirit form was seen by several of the 
mediums, but invisible to the circle generally. The 
elder lady medium was controlled by John and Katie 
King, who spoke in a jocular strain and caused some 
merriment. They described the circle as “ a beautifully 
harmonised one,” and counselled us to persevere. They 
also stated that the elder lady medium was “ the most 
powerful medium in Victoria.”* Wo were then told to 
put out the light and probably Katie King would give 
us some more manifestations. We did so, and almost 
immediately we heard the rattle of money. We were 
told to light up again, when, to our astonishment, we saw 
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the young lady medium coming out of a trance and 
holding an egg cup full of coppers and silver. The 
gpirita—strange and improbable as it may appear to all 
who aro not believers, had brought this cup containing 
the 4s. 3d. they had previously given her from the cup­
board in the house of the medium's parents (locked up 
though it was and both parents at the circle) about 
half a mile distant from where we were then sitting. It 
caused much excitement and joy in the circle, because 
it was known to all present as a genuine spirit manifes­
tation. Of course it is not expected that those opposed 
to spiritualism will believe this ; but it is absolutely truo 
nevertlieless. The half crown and shilling previously 
brought earlier in the evening, Katie explained woro 
taken out of the 4s. 3d. I may add that the pockets 
and dress of the medium were searched by her parents 
before leaving home, as she had been told that the spirits 
were to bring her something that evening. She sat on 
the opposite side of the circle from her parents. The 
manifestations made a deep impression upon all present. 
John and Katie King say that this is nothing to what 
they will do yet. I have not published the ladies' names 
by request. None of our mediums are professional, and 
all havo only one object in view “ the truth and nothing 
but tho truth.”

17th July 1872.

SOCIETY FOR INVESTIGATING SPIRITUAL­
ISM (AT DUNEDIN.) 

communion, progression, and immortality. The recog­
nized teachers of humanity could not comprehend it, 
and as it enroached upon thoir theories, institutions, 
and comfortable emoluments, they felt bound to oppose 
it. The religious teachings of the day were too antiqua­
ted—too much behind the march of civilization, and the 
people felt the want of food for their souls, prefering 
Atheism to hypocrisy. Ho refered to the social condi­
tion of the industrious poor. Millions were spent in 
preaching, and in keeping them down, which, if properly 
applied, might establish justice and lead to the genoral 
diffusion of happiness. Very fow people soemod to bo 
aware of the stupendous movement of mind at the 
present time, and it would bo fortunate if Spiritualism 
became their bond of union for tho amelioration of tho 
race. Then, every man would become his own Ruler, 
General, Priest, Philosopher, and Christ ; and ho would 
acknowledge but ono Chief—the Lord of infinite love 
and wisdom.

Mr. Cabbick, who occupied the chair, spoke at some 
length, and invited free discussion upon tho subject of 
tho address.

Several gentlemen expressed their opinions, and a voto 
of thanks was given to tho President. Twenty-five now 
members were elected, making a total of eighty-one.

PROFESSOR DENTON'S “ ANNIVERSARY ” 
ADDRESS AT THE MUSIC HALL, BOSTON, 

APRIL, 1872.

A large number of members and friends of the abovo 
Socioty assembled last evening in the lower hall of tho 
Atliomeum, to hear tho President-elect, Mr. Thomas 
Redmayne, deliver his inaugural address. It was listoned 
to with interest throughout.

Mr. Redmayne stated that ho regretted his inability 
to do justice to a subject fraught with such interest to 
humanity. He referred to its various aspects—scientific, 
philosophic, social, and religious—and said it was very 
possible that in the new revelation, we were about to ac­
quire knowledge that would transcend anything that had 
so far entered into tho mind of man. Could it have 
been believed, even in the oarly part of this century, 
that a time would come when a message might bo sont a 
thousand miles in an instant ? Certainly it would have 
been loss credited than a belief in the communication 
botwoon spirits and mortals is at tho present day. There 
was a great deal of misconception abroad as to tho truo 
method of investigating the phenomena of Spiritualism. 
Ordinary scientific tests could not always be applied, 
but, as in all scientific researches, certain conditions 
were dictated by nature, which should not be violated. 
The conditions offered by a public meeting wero not 
favorablo for the exhibition of phenomena. The proofs, 
howovor, of spiritual communion, and the truths taught, 
cquld be brought forward. It was one of the outgrowths 
of free enquiry, and had long beon waiting for the world 
of thought to become prepared for it. Sf#ritualietH 
classed mind thus:—God, spirit, ideas, knowledge, laws, 
powers, forces. Magnetism was the lowest form of 
muid, and the highest of matter— mind being positive 
and matter negative. Matter was classed as follows:— 
Electricity, atmosphere, liquids, animals, vegetables, 
minerals. Progression was tho law of mind and matter. 
lhe world had undergone changes in the past, to becomo 
a flit dwelling place for a low’type of man ; so wo might 
ieol assured that as the twilight of real intellectual life 
dawned upon the world, it would become a fit abode for 
more spiritualised beings. Each successive generation 
was becoming more sympathetic and magnetic, and 
gradually more beautiful in mind and form. The spirits 
of the departed had the mission of assisting humanity in 
the comprehension and observance of the laws which 
lead to this higher state. Mr Redmayne went into the 
oarly history of modem Spiritualism, describing the 
marvellous endowments of the unlettered lad of fifteen, 
Andrew Jackson Davis, who wrote under spiritual in­
fluence. He described how the spirits found the requi­
site conditions, magnetic and atmospheric, for the pro- 
_uction of phenomena to demonstrate their existences. 
7~e said Spiritualism had no creed—each of its followers 
bought for himself, all believing in the fact of spirit

Rapidly casting a glance in mental retrospect along 
tho years of the past, the speaker sketched tho advance 
in public sentimont, tho broadening out of thoologic 
views, and the loss of arbitary power by the Church 
over thinking minds during tho last twenty-four years. 
Spiritualism, some thought—who gave tho subjoct no 
consideration, but depended upon the priestly ipse dixit 
—was going dpwn ; but it was going down as tho oak 
roots in the soil, gradually penetrating deeper and 
deeper; and grasping more and more firmly with tho re­
sistless hand of reason tho hearts of humanity. Spirit­
ualism was declared by many to have exploded. Tho 
instances wherein such a claim was set up woro numer­
ous in tho extreme—tho only dif^i^^^t^-m the case was 
that it would not stay exploded.

Spiritualism had given man views of the present exis­
tence, the chango called death, and a continued con­
scious life beyond tho grave—which were consistent 
with the deductions of logic and tho flashes of intuition. 
It gave us no narrow, impossible heaven, no crowded 
eternal hell, but a progressive future based upon the 
direct sequences of tho deeds done in the body. But 
thore were still thoso in tho land, claiming to bo teachers 
of man in moral ethics, who still clung to theso exploded 
dogmas of the past, still chorished tho symbol of throo 
in one, still talkod of salvation by the blood of the 
Nazareno, and warnod tho people in times of public 
calamity of the direful wrath of an avenging Deity. 
Were these men to be blamed ? Not for an instant I 
Do I blame the minister, who still holds to theso survi­
ving outgrowths of tho past barbarous condition of the 
race ? Not for a moment I He is to be pitied, not to 
be condemned. A bettor gospel than he can preach is 
in tho world to-day, and I would send its enlivening 
beams into his inmost soul. We have that gospel, and 
shame upon us if wo do not spread it broadcast, annihi­
lating the darkness ihat has been cast like a pall over 
the eyes of the people. [Applause.] We are to do it 
—it is our duty, and tho privilege as well.

Along the past we can trace the coming of the dawn. 
Star after star arose in the heavens of man's moral con­
ceptions, each necessary in its place, each fertelliae the 
advancing light. We will not curse you, blind fetich 
worshippers ; we will not denounce you, Jewish worthies 
clinging to the skirts of Moses; we will not blamo you, 
oh Jesus, because you gave to mankind some small raj 
of light, which, however, compared with the present, is 
but the trembling ray of the day-star to the bold flush 
of the mom I Good enough, all of you, for your time, 
but thanks to the glorious messengers that came twenty- 
four years ago from the bending hqavens to modern 
homes and hearts, we are enabled to see more clearly
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tho path of duty and progress. Upon the darkened 
soul of man the dawn has burst in kindling glory :

“ It breaks I it comoi I the misty shadows fly I 
A rosy radiance gleams along the sky I 
The mountain tops reflect it calm and clear— 
The plain is yet in shade—but ¡ay is near I”

We are even now rejoicing in its rosy beams.. It has 
brought us a welcome revelation so much superior to all 
those of the past that they are as utterly unnecessary 
to us as the stars are to the man who is walking in tho 
unclouded light of a tropic noon! [Applause.] . What 
care we whether the Bible teaches the dectrine of a 
future existence or not ? What caro we whether the 
stars shine, or not ? No matter to us. We have tho 
revelation of eternal life in our time—we have all tho 
sunlight our souls can need. If mon lived only in tho 
darkness, then they might bo justly thankful for the 
stars, and lift up their trembling voices, saying, with 
truth, “ Oh Lord, we bless thee for the revelation 
thou hast given us in thy word!" Very well, my 
brother so circumstanced. You ncod it; but when you 
call upon me to rejoice in tho light of its twinkling 
beams, I say, "No, I thank you, Mr. Owl! [Laughter.]
T am living in tho sunlight. To me your stars aro 
utterly unnecessary. I am in possession of a grander 
revelation which shall yet reach tho hearts of the people, 
giving, them light unspeakable, and proving a blessing 
to every human soul!” [Applause.] I am not here to­
night to deny the beauty or tho necessity of all tho old 
religions. I do not deny them their place. They are 
just as much a part of Nature as the trichites that 
walked tho early seas, or tho mailod monsters of tho 
Devonian period. I used to say to an old Mothodist 
friend, “ Methodists are just as necessary as mosquitoes; 
they aro to bo outgrown as tho raco advances to a higher 
position.” [Laughter.]

Whon I look abroad through the civilized world, and 
soo what Spiritualism has accomplished in breaking tho 
chains of priestcraft and releasing tho captives of bigotry, 
I cannot bo too thankful. Before tho advent of Spirit­
ualism, I wns outside the church. I was bom a 
Me-thodist, and have often been told that I was a terri­
ble backslider. But I took no backward step. I wont 
in by one door and out the other. I joined the Metho­
dist church to grow, and did not stop thinking or read­
ing or hearing whon I entered it. 1 made up my mind, 
if there was such a thing in tho universe as truth, I 
would have it cost what it would. [Applause.] I was 
outside tho Methodist church almost before I was aware, 
and mesmerism came to save mo from being a material­
ist. We have not begun to do justice to mesmerism. 
It prepared hundreds and thousands to receive and 
recognize the truth of Spiritualism ; it demonstrated 
to mo the existence of a spirit in man distinct from him 
as a physical entity, having eyes that could see when tho 
body saw not; and whon I examined into modern Spirit­
ualism, I found it to be in harmony with tho teachings 
already imparted by mesmerism; and, having taken steps 
to prove tho matter, I was satisfied beyond doubt of its 
truth, as any individual honestly investigating cannot 
fail to be. [Applause.]

Tho spoakor was glad to see that scientific mon wore 
gradually overcoming thoir prejudices, and that over­
weening confidence in more materiality which too 
often attended their vocations, and were investigating, 
even in limited dogrees, the hitherto tabooed subject of 
spirit power and communion! but notwithstanding their 
discoveries. in the field of its examination, they wore as 
yet unwilling to acknowledge that tho phenomena wit­
nessed woro produced by spiritual agency. They had 
hastened to baptize the now power as “ psychic force.” 
But in what had they bettered the matter, or how far 
had they eluded tho acknowlledignent ? .Pseuhe, from 
which psychic was derived, was a Greek word signifying 
soul- or spirit—so that psychic force literally signified 
soul or spirit forco after all, and the ideal theories of the 
scientists wore crushed to atoms in an instant, to every 
reflecting mind—in presence of tho failure of the attempt 
to blind tho unthinking with a high sounding appellation 
[Applause.] Ho was glad that Messrs. Crookes and 
Cox had taken hold of the matter, and if they would 
faithfully follow tho investigation to the end, thOy would 

find that there is an intelligence in man, and that those 
who manifest after death are what they profess to bo— 
the spirits of those once clothed with flesh and 
living on earth as we to day.

Referring to the demonstrations of spirit presence 
granted in our times, the Professor said the invisibles 
had not only rappod, tipped tables, written messages, 
etc., but they had now gone so far as to be able to show 
themselves, as at Moravia, in tho physical guise they 
once presented to the friends they loved, and had so been 
unqualifiedly recognized by a multitude of creditable 
witnesses. Fifteen years ago he knew that spirits could 
materialize hands and arms, for he had not only seen 
them, but had had the proof also of the sense of touch 
by freely manipulating them in broad daylight; and the 
power to materialize faces was just as much possessed 
by them, hundreds having of late received ocular proof 
thereof. Ho had no hesitation in prophesying that be­
fore the expiration of the next ten years this phase of 
spirit-communion would become common among men, so 
that we shall not only be ablo to obtain the benefit of 
mental converse between mind embodied and disem­
bodied, but also to gaze upon tho angel faces of those 
we loved, and to know that beyond death's chomical 
change all is life—eternal life! [Applause.]

SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY.

We extract the following interesting article and 
letters from the April and May numbers of Tue British 
Journal of Photography.

play of late years than dur- 
iding period; and it is not 

of photography should have its share of the 
when it has not only the domains of science

_ spirit photographs ” were produced
in America, but they were very coolly received in this 

we have steadily progressed in 

favoured by the sui
photographs of a very high order.

Sensationalism is the order of the day in matters of 
literature, art, or science. In each of these three phases 
of intellectual life the passion for the marvellous has 
had fuller scope given ,to its play of late years than dur­
ing any previous corresponding period; and it is not 
any particular subject for amazement that our composite 
art-science " " ' 
marvellous, 
to draw from, but those of art in addition.

Some years ngo “ ’ "

country. During the interval that has elapsed, however, 
we have steadily progressed in power to recognise the 
supernatural, and the result is that we have now been 
favoured by the supposed extra-terrestrial beings with 
sensation photographs of a very high order.

The introduction of this sensation—new in this coun­
try—requires a little more serious consideration than 
has yet been given to it. It is believed in by many, half 
assented to by others, and rejected with contempt by 
not a few. Amongst the three groups are to bo found 
able and, wo must believe, honost men. The first class 
are “ spiritualists,” pure and simple, while the second 
aro halting between two opinions, and adopt tho psychic 
force theory. The latter we would simply remind that 
the term psychic force has no meaning whatever when 
applied to these sensation photographs. It may be con­
fidently asserted that there is no step between believing 
in one of thcso curiosities as a spirit photograph and re­
garding the wholo matter as a delusion, or even worse-

The issue is a very narrow one and perfectly plain; 
wo would only guard our readers against being mislod 
by having tho “ psychic force ” question imported into 
the circle. It is quite possible to do this in the cases of 
so-called “ physical manifestations,” but in the case of 
the photographs no such explanation can stand. The 
strange photographs are, therefore, if genuine, to bo re­
garded as the most extraordinary of all natural pheno­
mena, surpassing all the ordinary spiritualistic manifes­
tations, and, in consequence, we should be extremely 
jealous of admitting them to be genuine until they shall 
have been subjected to the most careful examination, 
and .their mode of production very closely scrutinised.

Since we announced that facilities were to be placed 
at our disposal for having this subject thoroughly probed 
to the very bottom, so far as that is possible, we have 
had numerous communications on the subject from both 
spiritualists and anti-spirituali»^« Many of the former 
display more scepticism on the subject of the reality of 
the spirit photographs than might nave been expected. 



THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT. 28»

Md they only ask that the report shall be given with 
fairness and without bias either way, even if it should be 
entirely condemnatory of what several of them express 
a wish should be found true. This is precisely what we 
intend doing. Mr. Guppy has, at considerable expense, 
afforded us every facility at his disposal for carrying out 
our intention of seeing all that can be seen, for which 
We thank him; and all our trials are to bo conducted 
with our own camera and chemicals and with new plates. 
When wo add that the sensitive plate, or at leaet the 
dark frame containingit, shall be under our owneyesfrom 
the time the collodion is applied till the appearance of 
the image by the action of the developer, wo think that 
it will be admitted that the force of precaution “ can no 
farther go.” We expect to bo able to present our re­
Sort iu three or four weeks, and in that report wo shall 

etail every incident encountered in the course of our 
prying into the domain of the invisible.

Trivial as the question may appear to many, wo think 
it is fraught with deep importance, since the genuine­
ness of a spirit photograph would be conclusive of the 
reality of spiritualism, and almost oblige us to accept its 
peculiar teaching. We, therefore, ask that any judg­
ment on a question of such importance shall bo susponded 
until the whole matter shall have been examined with 
the requisite care by eurselves or other persons compet­
ent to deal with such an investigation.

To the Editors.

Gentlemen,—Last wook Mr. Henderson called at 
tontion to a supposed error of mine, but ho quoted only 
half 1 said, leaving out the other half. Had he put iu 
all 1 said it would have shown that his objections wore 
inapplicable to the case.

Yesterday I had a photograph taken at Mr. Hudson's. 
Messrs. Hearn and Williams, media, were' behind the 
screen, which was about a yard behind me. Mr. Hud­
son asked me into a dark room, the developer was poured 
on, and out came a great draped figure'with a face pro- 
joctmg from the drapery. This figure was standing in 
front of me in the negative, and a little fo the left. My 
feet did not appear in the negative, being lost to sight 
in the drapery of the figure. While the plate was 
exposed in the camera nothing whatever was visible in 
the part of the glass house where the figure stands iu 
the picture.

Later the same afternoon Mrs. A. B. Wallace*  had a 
negative taken under similar conditions. Sho tells me 
that when the plate was developed one spirit form came 
out in front of her and another Dehind her.

Last night Mr. John Jones, of Enmore Park, South 
Norwood, wrote to me that he had a photograph taken 
at Mr. Hudson's with Mrs. Guppy as the medium. 
When the picture was developed a lady draped in white 
appeared sitting at his feet in front of him, and Mr. 
Jones's son, Rupert, who was in tke dark room when the 
plate was developed, called out that the face in the 
picture was that of his sister Marion, who died se\ eral 
years ago.

A great many spirit photographs have now been taken 
by Mr. Hudson, 1n every case, as is his custom, he 
brings out the negative while still wet and shows it to 
the sitter before intensifying, so that all the pictures 
were seen by the sitters thomsolvos within threo or four 
minutes after each plate was removed from the camera.

1 could say a great deal about these pictures—more 
especially from a scientific point of view—but am aware 
that at present the general public are uninformed on 
the subject of spiritualism, which, moreover, often of­
fends religious prejudices. A great many literary men 
and editors of leading daily and weekly newspapers are 
in the same predicament. They knew these and other 
deeply-interesting facts to be true, and the question 
with them is not “ How much information are wo able 
to give P” but “ How much truth in opposition to 
conceived opinions are our readers able to receive? 
therefore make no attempt to lengthen this brief note, 
out of deference to the feelings of those who would

• M Wallace is the well-known naturalist, and President of 
Wo Entomological Society.

pre-
r I

rather lose scientific knowledge than learn facts about 
a subject opposed to their prejudices.—1 am, yours, 4c.

April 0, 1872, Willum H. Harbison.
To the Editors.

Gentlemen,—As you wish me to lay before your 
readers a compendium of the progress of psychic photo­
graphy 1 beg to hand you the list herewith, which 
kindly insert in your Journal. Your readers can 
inspect the cartes gratis at Mr. Hudson's and form their 
own opinions, or by sending twelve stamps they may 
procure any of them.—1 am, yours, 4c. Saml. Guppt.

1, Morlaad VUlaa. llighhurr Hill-Park.
April 10, 1872.

List of psychic cartes taken by Mr. Hudson, photo­
grapher, 177 Holloway road :—

1. Taken March 4, 1872—the first in England.—Mr. Guppy, 
with wreath and veiled figure.

2. March 4.—Taken a quarter of an hour afterwards.—Mr. 
Guppy, with another singular white figure.

3. March 4.—Taken a quarter of an hour afterwards,—Mr. 
Guppy; curious figure, after altering the curtain to admit'of their 
opening.

4. March 7.—Miss Houghton, with spirit figure and hand, 
which Miss H. felt pressing her shoulder while being taken.

6. March 7c—A quarter of an houh afterwards.—Miss Houghton, 
with spirit figure, in which are traces of a face.

6. March 7.—U quarter of an hour afterwards.—Miss Houghton, 
with handle of dagger suspended over her head.

7. March 14.—Miss Houghton, with dim figure behind and a 
white rabbit in her lap, which the spirit brought from outside 
while she was being taken.

8. March 14.—Miss Houghton. Curious white figure behind 
her head.

9. —MmcC 1-f.—MIm Houghton, with a haad aner her head, idie 
thumb pointing to a family ring on the third finger connected 
with a relative sho lost at the wreck of tho ¿brnaric.

10. —MmcIi SO.—Mc. HHraiirin, with a aery tli^tincn hand over 
his head.

11. March 20.—Mr.------ , with rose on his shoulder, and traces
of spirit-hand holding it.

12. March 26.—Mrs. Guppy, little Tommy, and Katie------ .
13. March 26.—Ditto, ditto, in different attitude.
14. March 28,—Mis*  Houghton, with willow palms in her hair.
16. March 28.—Ditto, with bright spirit cross over her head.
16. April 1.—Mr. Heme, with table and flowers in the air *
17. April 1.—Miss Cook, entranced, spirit figure.
18. April 1.—Miss Kirlingbury, with strange figure, very bright.
19. April 3.—Dr.----- , with female figure, very remarkable.
20. April 3.—Mr. Herne, with most remarkable figure,
21. Mr. Home, with moot remarkable femnlc figure, the 

features and hair well defined.
22. Mr. Herne, with distinct spirit figure of his brother—a 

beautiful specimen.
23. Miss Houghton, entirely obscured by a veiled figure with 

flowfrsMainnulcrly beautiful.
24. Miss Hhunhtha nnd veiled figure—■curious.
26. Mr. Slater, optician, nearly covered by fine spirit figure.
26. John Jones, Esq., with singularly bright figure and face.
27. Miss Cook, completely entranced, with figure in black dress 

covered with something like white muslin ovor it.

Tr the Editors.
Gentlemen,—I report progress. No. 27 was the 

last number reported on in your issue of the 12th inst. , 
I shall send you a list of subsequent psychic-force cartes.

To you 1 call it psychic force, because your Journal 
is a scientific one, and is read by the Eoval Society and 
Dr. Carpenter and scientific men, who look down with 
hauteur on “popular delusions.” But when 1 write to 

1 call it spirit cartes, to humour their “ de-the Medium t
lusion,” after tho manner of St. Paul. Mr. Hudson is 
awfully plagued and puzzled, for, being only a practical, 

■hhad-working photographer, ho khoWs nothing of the . 
niceties of psychic force. Lots of pooplo have been to 
him, all expecting a psychic figure, and they cannot at 
all comprehend why A should get one and B not; in 
fact, they are very discontented? Thoy should go to 
your friend in Camden Town, in tho psychic lme of 
business. Ho could give every one of them a psychic­
force figure— nothing easier; in fact, thoy might choose 
one for themsolves.

I don't suppose it is your business to enlighten the 
public on tho why and wherefore some have these figures 
and some not; hut if you don't think it incompatible 
with science 1 will tell you.

There are white men and there are black men— you 
know that very well. Now there are as many shades of 
sfasitirfafss n human beings as there are gradation 
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from the whitest man to the blackest. Some (particu­
larly women) have nerves so sensitive that the slightest 
kindness or unkindness acts on them liko an electric 
■hock. Others have no more feeling than a paving- 
■tone.

Then, again: there is relative sensitiveness. A person 
may be very sensitive as regards one person, but not at 
all sb regards another.

Now your scientific readers will smile at my delusion, 
when I say that I believo that the quantity of sensitive­
ness and relative sensitiveness affects not only the pro­
duction but materially the character of these psychic­
force figures. This (if true) is a scientific remark : for, 
although sensitiveness is immaterial, the figure produced 
is a material object. I am afraid 1 am trespassing too 
much on your space.—I am, yours, &c.,

Samvel Gufpy.
1, Morland Villa», Highbury Hill Park, 

April 19, 1872.

To the Editors.

Gentlemen,—You will oblige me by inserting the 
following copies of letters.—I am, yours, &c.,

Same. Guppy.

Ao. 0, North Hoad, Carnarvon, 
April 27 th, 1872.

Mr. Samuel Guppy,—Sib,—Havingreceivedapsychic- 
force carte dr vuite, which is a phenomenon to both me 
and my friends, I take the liberty of asking you if you 
will kindly inform mo if it is a bond fide thing or not, as 
I am, like Nicodemus, coming by night for information.

Hoping you will kindly excuse me for troubling you 
as 1 am very anxious to know the truth of the case, I 
encloso you a stamped envelope for a reply. Trusting 
to hear from you soon,—Yours truly, J. Kinsley.

Morland Villa», 

April noth, 1872.
8ib,—Your letter of tho 27th came to hand this morn­

ing. From tho prominent position in which I am placed 
on this subject, I shall, no doubt, have other similar­
applications.

The issues are of such vast importance that I think it 
absolutely necessary that your application and my reply 
should be public, so as to set the question at once at 
rest.

You will bo pleased to take in ovideuco my letter in 
the Spirituals of March 15. Every word of that letter 
I confirm. That letter refers to three photographs of 
myself with n spirit or psychic-force figure. I also refer 
you to my letter in tho Medium of the 29th March re­
specting the production of thephotograph of my wife, 
child, and tho spirit Katie. The positive evidence in 
regard to that “ Katie ’* picture is therefore stronger, if 
possible, than that of tho other throe, as in the first 1 
could not Bee behind me.

These four photographs are, and ever will be, in my 
opinion, incontrovertible evidences of the reality of spirit 
photography. To mako security more sure in announc­
ing this discovery to tho scientific world, you will observe 
in the letter in the Medium of the 25th March Mr. 
Hudson’s affidavit appended thereto.

The proof of eacn indi vidwü. spirit photograph being 
genuine and bond fide mustrWst with the photographer 
and persons present at the time of taking. But to 
answer your auestion—a question which will be asked 
earnestly by thousands—“ Is spirit photography a bona 
fide thing ?' I reply—“ Spirit photography íb as bona 
fide a thing as real sovereigns.”—Your obedient servant, 

Saml. Guppy.

We were surprised and pained to read in the “Argus” 
of July 25th one of the most scurrilous and incendiary 
articles that have ever disgraced its column» We be­
lieve the Editor of the Journal to be a gentleman, and 
havo the charity to believe it could not havo been the 
product of his pen, or have come under his direct super­
vision We allude of course to the sub-leader, bearing 
upon the recent discussion on Spiritualism between Mr 
Tyerman and Mr. Blair,

THE DISCUSSION BETWEEN MB. D. BLAffi 
AND MB. J. TYERMAN.

TnE Discussion on Spiritualism which has been for 
somo time pending between Mr. J. Tyerman and Mr. 
David Blair, was commenced in tho upper room of ths 
Melbourne Town Hall on the evening of June the 12 th, 
and continued on Monday the 22nd, at the Independan^ 
Lecture Hall Russell Streot.

At tho first discussion the Boom was filled in every 
part by a very respectable and intellectual audience, 
numbering four to five hundred. The terms of the dis. 
cussiou were arranged bv a committee of six gentlemen, 
consisting of Dr. Richardson, Moesrs. Boss and Mell' 
wraith, named by Mr. Tyerman. And Dr. Neild, 
Messrs. McKean and Hicks, by Mr. Blair. The chair 
was taken punctually at 8 o’clock by Mr. Call P.M., 
who expressed his opinion that tho audienco would bo 
favoured with an animated and interesting discussion 
but he hoped a temperate one, at any rate Ke would do 
his best to keop tho combatants apart. He announced 
that the discussionists would have two speeches of half 
an hour, and that Mr. D. Blair would open the Debate.

Mr Blair commenced with a statement that he knew 
nothing of Spiritualism and was therefore unprejudiced. 
He had never been at a Séance had never seen a table 
run round a room, and never had any communication 
with tho spint-world, but he knew the testimony given 
by his opponents, and would apply to them these words, 
“ Out of thine own mouth do I judge thee, thou wicked 
servant ” what was new in spiritualism was not true and 
what was true was not now. Ho had a French Book 
called tho “ Infernal Dictionary” which contained the 
whole of spiritualistic matters except the statements. 
He spoke eulogistically of “Sir John Herschel's prelimi­
nary studies of Natural Philosophy ” (a very small 
v ilume which ho exhibited) but wnich he said contained 
the Formula of all tho Laws by which all progress of 
tho Human race had been acheived. He would ground 
his remarks upon the four following assertions viz :—1. 
That there is no proof that the physical phenomena of 
spiritualism, as alleged, are produced by supernatural 
means, or are anything more than tho mechanical effects 
of mechanical causes. 2. That tho alleged intervention 
of supernatural spirits in producing tho mental phenom­
ena of spiritism is untenable, unproved, and irrational.
3. That the revolations received from spirits as set forth 
in tho printed reports of tho spiritists aro neither super­
natural, original, or rational. 4. That tho doctrines of 
spiritism are some of them plagiarised from ancient 
pagan systems or other sources, and are some of them 
absurd, contradictory, and immoral. Tho Gospel of the 
deadened brain as he callod spiritism was “ prigged ; ' 
the contents of spiritist books wore not now but were 
stolen wholesale from other sources &c. He would leave 
his opponent to prove tho incorrectness of his state­
ments. At this point Mr Blair’s oloquenco appeared to 
collapse, although he had only occupied two-tbirds of his 
allotted time, and he sat down amid somo applause.

Mr. Tyerman commoncod by explaining tho circumstan­
ces which had led to tho debate. Ho had intended to chal­
lenge but was biding his time, when he herrd of Mr. 
Blair's challenge and stood forward to vindicate his 
belief. He had embraced spiritualism when hie investi­
gations had formerly convinced him of its truth, and he 
would be disloyal to his principles if he shrunk from 
defending it. He had the disadvantage of having to 
defend an unpopular cause. Few of its opponents had 
witnessed any of the phenomena or road its extensive 
literature. There was no movement more maligned 
than it. He felt sure that the prejudices against it 
would pass away and its Intrinsic worth would be 
apparent. The Immortality of the Soul was tho question 
spiritualism mostly dealt with. Because science had 
failed to discern a spirit, or a future Btate, was it fair to 
assume that neither existed? The Christian says that 
phenomena happened in the past. The Materialist asks 
if so, why should not similar phenomena happen now ? 
seeing that the laws of nature never change. He 
did not undertake to defend all connected with modern 
spiritualism. He would prove the phenomena, trace 
them to spirit agency, and prove that the results mus 
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be beneficial to the Human family. Mr. Blair had said 
he was free from prejudice, he would leave the audience 
to judge whether his language justified hiB assertiona. 
If he was ignorant of spiritualism he had no right to 
gpeak of it as he did. Spiritualists did not regard the 
manifestations as supernatural but as natural. If pro­
duced by mechanism why did not his antagonist prove 
it ? Would mechanism produce spirit hands, or Intelli­
gent communications, or move bodies without human 
contact ? Human hands might have produced the wri­
ting on the wall, rolled the stone from the sepulchre, 
and released Peter from prison, but that does not prove 
that they did so. Mr. Blair had not indicated any of 
the leading principles of spiritualism, yet dared to 
characterize it as a “prigged Gospel.” He did not claim 

that everything in spiritualism was original, he would 
remind them that the leading maxims and teachings of 
Christ existed long before his time.

Mr. Blair commenced his reply by saying that he had 
studied spiritism as a concurrent Human testimony for 
years, lie studied the Bible and believed in it; he had 
read all the works that touched upon the subject that 
were worth reading. Since spiritism had brought him 
under notice, a whole library of spiritist works had been 
showered upon him. His antagonist liad said if there 
were grounds for belief in the Bible miracles, there wore 
the same grounds for belief in tho real or alleged mira­
cles of spiritism. Tho question of belief in tho Testa­
ment and its miracles stood upon the ground of Histori­
cal credibility, they did not want proof of these, but of 
one that took place at the corner of Bourke Street whore 
he gave his word a quantity of ardent spirits were 
present. If there were physical manifestations let him 
see them. His opponent said spiritism taught the Im­
mortality of the soul, they did not want to be taught 
that, he had sucked it in with his mother's milk. Spirit­
ualism if a religion, was in the gristle. He had found 
no new revelations in spiritism.

Mr. Tyerman was surprised and pained at the tenor 
of Mr. Blair's speech. There was scarcely a point in 
it relevant to spiritism. He looked upon Mr. Blair as 
a sort of apostate, and quoted an article written by that 
gentleman in the “ Colonial Monthly" in 1868 from 
which he inferred that the writer believed in supernatural 
agency, and if not aspiritist was at least in a fair way of 
becoming one. The important doctrine that spiritism 
taught waa new and original,viz:—That man was destined 
to everlasting progress. Tho doctrine of eternal punish­
ment was God dishonoring, and meant to frighten weak 
minds. (Hisses and Cheers.) Those who believed
in it were perfectly welcome to their belief, but 
he would ask them whether their relatives and 
dear friends or even themselves were perfectly 
Bfo. The Doctrine of eternal punishment was not 
generally realized by its believers as applicable to 
themselves. All punishment was reformatory in its 
character, and when it answered its purpose terminated. 
Tho doctrine of a Devil was but a scarecrow invented by 
the priests to terrify weak minds into obedience. h|r. 
Srorman concluded by reading from the evidences of 

orace Greeley and the late Dr. Campbell accounts of 
writing without the aid of hands, and movement of pon­
derable bodies without human agency which they had 
witnessed and deemed inexplicable by any known law. 
Mr. Call made a few appropriate remarks, and 
a vote of thanks to the chairman concluded the first dis­
cussion which was attentively listened to by the audience, 
who occasionally expressed their approbation or disappro­
bation, at points of the debate.

------- o-------
SECOND NIGHT.

The Lecture Hull was well filled, the audience being 
evidently much interested. In the absence of the Mayor 
the chair was again taken by Mr Call, P.M. Mr. Tyer­
man commenced by alluding to the disappointment that 
had been expressed that so little had been said at the 
first discussion on Spiritualism proper. He threw the 
hamo on Mr. Blair, that gentleman having diverged 
from the subject he had in defence to follow him.

As Mr. Blair had not addressed himself to the pheno­
mena of modern Spiritualism it would be. necessary for 
him .(MT. Tyerman) to do so. If he could not,establish 
the leading doctrine, that the phenomena were produced 
by spirits, then the system was without a solid founda­
tion. He and his opponent were agreed as to the exist­
ence of a future state, in which spirits dwell, and the 
possibility of their intercourse with man ; and as to the 
probability he argued that it was quite probable from 
the goodness of God, lie also argued that inasmuch as it 
was admitted by Christians that such intercourse had 
taken place in past times there was no evidence that the 
change of communication had closed when the last por­
tion of the . New Testament was written. The Bible 
gave no evidence of its cessation, while in every age 
since, there were records of its being kept open, spiritism 
was only turning this intercourse to a clearer use. Tho 
phenomena ofBpiritnaliBm were ; Physical manifestations, 
Tranee-speaking, the healing of the sick by laying ou of 
hands &c., The playing of musical instruments without 
visible contact; Pre-vision,'or tho foretelling of events ; 
spirit writings of three kinds, the hearing of spirit voices, 
the seeing of spirit hands, the manifestation of spirit 
forms, the execution of beautiful drawings, the reeeptien 
of test communications, and the photographing of spirits 
in hundreds of instances. The question really was, what 
evidence we really have that these phenomena are pro­
duced by spirit agency. In support that they were so 
wo have the facts that they were occurring in all parts 
of the world at tho same time; that they were occurring 
in all classes of society ; that they were not confined to 
the ignorant but were more prominent among the more 
educated and intellectual classes of tho community, 
that they had been before tho public for at least twenty- 
four years challenging rigid investigation, and yet had 
not been disproved; and that many men, in every way 
competent for the task, had, after long and careful in­
vestigation, been compelled to admit that the phenomena 
were stubborn facts. ' If they had this presumptive evi­
dence in favor of any other doctrine than Spiritism, 
would they not consider it a strong presumptive case ? 
They had. also the evidence and direct testimony of liv­
ing witnesses, some of whom he would call in, premising 
thov were men all of whom were capable of judging on 
such a matter, froo from credulity, ignorance, or super­
stition, that they were in all cases disinterested, and in 
some had entered into the subject prejudiced against 
Spiritism. In addition to Horace Greeley and the Bev. 
Dr. Campbell, whoso testimony was given on tho last 
occasion Mr. Tyerman read extracts from the testimony 
of Wm. Lloyd Garrison, Bev. Dr. Phelps, Professor Do 
Morgan, Dr. Elliottson, Bobert Bell, and Sergeant Cox, 
all of whom testified to the reality and objectivity of the 
manifestations. He also read a portion of a letter ho 
had just received from a well-known resident at Sand­
hurst, giving an account of some extraordinary manifes­
tations occurring there, * and concluded by stating that 
tho evidences proved the reality of the phenomena.

* Reported in another column.

Mr. Blair commenced his speech by saying that he 
had fallen into a trap on the last occasion in supposing 
he had delivered his indictment against Spiritism, in the 
two lectures he had delivered at Ballarat and Sandhurst, 
which had been very widely circulated. He alluded to 
a charge made against him by Mr. Tyerman of having 
written in tho Colonial Monthly some years ago an 
article favorable to Spiritism. His explanation was that 
tho article referred to was merely his expression as a 
writer of the opinions of other people. It had been 
complained that he had used the expression—“ The 
gospel of the deadened brain” in connection with Spirit- 
uslism, but he quoted the phrase from the letters of J. S., 
whom he termed the great exponent of Spiritualism in 
this colony. Iteffrring to the doctrine« of Spiritism, he 
said they were “ prigged.” The doctrine of the immor­
tality of man was stolen from the New Testament; that 
of universal redemption from the Old Testament; that 
of the heh-exiBtfnef of Satan from Sadduceeum; and all 
the phenomena were stolen. The idea of medi­
ums was as old as Paganism; there was a picture of a 
priestess in the mesmeric trance with the operator 
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standing before her, and mesmerising, inside the pyramid 
at Cheops, which was 5,000 years old. In all that Spirit­
ists claim to have done they could not prove that there 
was one fact foretold—one new truth revealed; that 
there was diienew maxim of life—one beautiful thought 
or poetic sentiment, or one scientific discovery. The 
teachings of Spiritism, as could be shown from the books, 
he said, were contradictory. He quoted «from a Rev. 
Dr. Potter, who wrote:—“ The teachings and theories 
given through different mediums are as various as it is 
possible to conceive. He then went through an absurd 
rigmarole, of which the following is a specimen:—“ That 
the soul is a winged monad in the centre of the brain; 
that it gets tired and goes down into the stomach to 
rest;” that spirits live single, in groups of nine, &c.; all 
this ho said was taught by Spiritism,and more. It taught 
that murder was right, that lying was right, that it was 
right to break the seventh commandment, and that no 
man should be punished, for it was wrong to blame any 
man for what he did. (hisses and cheers.

Mr. Tyerinnn expressed his dissatisfaction at the 
courso adopted by Mr. Blair. He had not touched a 
single point of Iub speech, and his ramblings led nowhere. 
This night was not to be devoted to doctrines, but phe­
nomena, and Mr. Blair had to provo that these were 
produced by mechanical causes (expressions of assent 
and dissent). Mr. Tyerman said he should not follow 
Mr. Blair's remarks, as they were irrelevant. He then 
continued to give further evidences of well-attested phe­
nomena, showing the intervention of spirits for the suc­
cour of the distressed; also a case of a gentleman at 
Kyneton, whose deceased sister had communicated to 
him through a trance medium and alluded to events 
known only to himself, which happened years since; also 
to a series of tests obtained by the reporter of a New 
York paper, who was a sceptic when he went to the 
medium. Time being called Mr. Tyerman sat down.

Mr. Blair said he had shaken half the sawdust out of 
the patchwork doll, and he did not intend to leave any in. 
He compared all the evidences to silly ghost stories, 
the books were filled with these silly twaddling stories, 
what proof had we of the facts; Horace Greely was a 
short sighted man, Dr. Campbell wns ignorant of science, 
Professor De Morgan he would pass over, Sergeant Cox 
said it was Psychic force, Punch said it was “ sly kicks,” 
all scientific men were agreed t)iat the phenomena of 
which trustworthy evidence had-been given, was pro­
duced by natural force and it only needed further inves­
tigation to drag it into light. An unformulated law of 
physical force in the human body, and a still unformula- 
ted law of the mind, were quite sufficient to account for 
everything. Mr. Fawkner of London admitted manu­
facturing magnets which produced raps, Professor 
Pepper had undertaken by natural means to produce 
before a London audience at the Polytechnic, the spirit 
hands and rapping and all the rest of it, and then show 
how easily the trick could be done. After a disserta­
tion on eclipses of the sun and experiments in photogra­
phy Mr. Blair concluded as follows. “A grosser or more 
demoralising imposture was never attempted to be played 
off on the Human race; no new Law, Thought or Idea 
had been given to us by Spiritualism, but simply scan­
dalous and shameless immorality."

SPIRITUALISM IN RU8SIA, A LETTER FROM 
PR0FES80B AKSAKOF TO MR. J. M.

PEEBLES.

Nevsky, Prospect fl.
Mr. J. M. Peebles,—My Dear Sir: I forward you 

the enclosed article upon Spiritualism in Russia, which 
will also give you some idea of the progress of the ques­
tion in Germany. This information will be more ample 
and correct than that you could collect from the year­
book. 1

1. Relative to the progress of Spiritualism.

I have undertaken the edition of “ a German library 
of Anglo-American Spiritualism,” consisting of good 

translations of the best American and English scientifie 
investigations of the subject. I began with Prof. Hare, 
some of whose writings I have caused to appear under 
the title—“ Experimentale Untersuchargen uber die 
Geister-Manifestationen,” Leipzig, Wagner, 1871 ; (Bx. 
perimental Investigation of the Spirit-ManifestationB.)

I am just now publishing in German a pamphlot en­
titled “ Spiritualism and Science ” : a full account of the 
investigations made by the Fellows of the London Royal 
Society, Messrs. Varley and Crookes, with corroborating 
citations from Hare, DeMorgan and Wallace ; also the 
original documents drawn up at tho Beance of D. D. 
Home with our scientific men.

In the programme of the “ phenomenal part" of thia 
library arc to be included : 1. Tho Report of the Lon­
don Dialectical Society of London, on Spiritualism ; 2. 
A. R. Wallace’s, “The scientific aspect of the Super­
natural," and other articles ; 3. Prof. DeMorgan’s 
“ From Matter to Spirit, the result of ten year's ex­
perience in Spirit Manifestations,” London, 1863, (in 
extracts) ; 4. Judge Edmonds’ and Senator Talmadge’s 
investigations etc.

As to the philosophical side of tho question, I continue 
the publication of Davis' works in German. “The 
Principles of Nature,” “The Reformer,” and “Magic 
Staff,” havo already appeared. Tho “ Physician ” is now 
printed, waiting only for the prefaces, and will appear 
during the Summer.

2. To complete the chapter on Spiritualism in Russia, 

I call your attention to an article in Human Nature, 
July, 1871, entitled “ Spiritualism in Moscow;” and to 
an article of mine headed “ Mr. Home’s visit to 8t. 
Petersburg, in the London Spiritualist, May 15, No. 
21.

I have the intention to print here, in Russian, the 
same pamphlet — “ Spiritualism and Science the 
translation is now ready, and I hope the Committee on 
Censure will allow it to pass on consideration of the 
purely scientific contents.

My Russian editions of Hare, and Swedenborg, printed 
in Leipzig, are prohibited here ; but tho German edition 
of Hare has been suffered to pass, which first success 
gives me the hope that the other volumes of my German 
“ library of Spiritualism ” which treat of the phenomenal 
side of the subject, will be permitted also. As to Davis’ 
works (in German), they are all formally prohibited 
here, so that I am even deprived of the pleasure of cir­
culating my own editions, which can only bo spread in a 
strictly private manner.

The best reward I have received as yet for having 
undertaken the German edition of Davis, is to have 
found in the Dean of the Moscow University, tho Pro­
fessor of Philosophy, Mr. Yourkovitch, a sincere and 
profound appreciator of the Harmonial Philosophy. Ho 
intends delivering, this winter, to the students of the 
Moscow University some lectures upon the three lead­
ing philosophers of our days—Schopenhauer, Comte and 
Davis ; and judging from the brief sketch the Professor 
had the kindness to give me of the plan of these lectures, 
I perceive that he has placed Davis in several instances 
above the other philosophers. I much regret not being 
able to assist at these lectures, to hear a représentant of 
of science speak in praise of Davis, whose character and 
writings I so deeply sympathize with, and whom I cone- 
sider to be the greatest psychological phenomenon of 
our age. At the same time, I regret not to be present 
at what I consider an heroic act of moral courage on tho 
part of Professor Yourkevitch, the courage of speaking 
unpopular truths, ex cathedra, here, in Russia, at the 
university ! To speak up for Davis now, in our country, 
requires a degree of moral fearlessness, which can only 
Bpring from the confidence a man has in his own intel­
lectual strength and knowledge. •

Besides this, I wish to communicate to you, dear Mr. 
Peebles, a little incident, which took place at the house 
of one of my friends in Moscow. You can see on pag° 
368 of the number and article of Human Nature, I have 
mentioned (July, 1871) that the Bev. Mr. Conway was 
in Moscow, at the house of the person who wrote this 
article, a spirit purporting to be T? Parker rapped ou
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Conwav, you will remember this hour till the last day 
of your life.” On the 21st of September, passing through 
jJobcow, I assisted at the circle at the same house where 
jfr. Conway had received this communication. The 
spirit addressed me and Baid he was Parker. When 
asked what he had to say, the raps spelled the name of 
« Peebles and Conway,” and gave a brief communication 
relative to Spiritualism and Mr. Conway's investigation 
of the subject. I remembered that Mr. Conway was 
present at your receptions in London, making an inter­
esting speech. • • • I then inquired of the spirit
why he addressed himself to me (and not to the lady 
acquainted with Mr Conway) ? The answer was, “ I 
want to help Aksakof in the task ho ha» begun.”

I beg you, mv dear sir, to accept the assurance of my 
deepest sympathy and esteem for your devotion to the

<___
most cordially.

Yours most truly and sincerely, 
Alexander Aksakof.

C4U8C that unito» u», and bo permit me to salutt you

ENGLISH NEWS.

The spiritual Newspapors and Magazines by the last 
mail are full of interesting and sensational matter. In 
the London Spiritualist for May, appears a letter from 
Baron Kirkup, to Professor Crookes, in which he relates 
some experiments in the establishment of a spiritual 
pest ; between Florence, and Leghorn. It appears that 
spirits have beon in the habit of bringing letters and 
other things to members of his family, which induced 
him to try the following test, viz :—Having first asked 
the spirits’ co-operation, he wrote a letter to a lady. 
“Teresa Carboni,” residing at Leghorn “distance GO 
miles” whose sister “Paolina” was then on a visit at 
his house. This letter ho showed to Paolina and at his 
request Bhe took a copy of it. The letter contained u 
request for Teresa to note the exact time of its reception, 

' to reply by samo means, and note exact time of reply.
At 6 p.m. the Baron placed it on the Piano, he alone 
being in the room and the door shut, in four minutes it 
disappeared, and at 8 minutes past 7 p.m. a reply was 
placed on the book ho was reading in the undoubted 
nandioriting of Tereta. ' Tho Baron states that ho has 
since repeated tho experiment, the letter being Bent to 
Bologna, a longer distance, and the reply being received 
in one hour.

Evidences of the fact of spirit photography are accu­
mulating. Our friend Mr. J. Burns sends us a specimon 
taken at a Mr. Beeves’, an amateur. Mr. Burns and 
Miss Wooderson are the sitters and on the negative 
appear two spirit forms, and a largo hand which partially 
obscure the mortals. Mr. T. Slater an optician visited 
Mr. Hudson’s studio, taking with him his own camera, 
lens and plates, and obtained three distinct spirit photo­
graphs. Several persons have recognized their deceased 
relatives and friends on the plates, and a number of re­
spectable witnesses testify to tho genuineness of tho 
phenomena. Professor Pepper’s imitation spirit mani­
festations at the Egyptian Hall, was a failure amd 
had to be withdrawn. The Professor is evidently stag­
gered at the evidences that have como under his notice, 
and from ridicule and determined opposition, has come 
to use the following language in reference to the subjoct.

“He then tamed to the subject of Spiritualism, stating that 
from what he had to say on this head, his friends might think 
that nome sudden change had occurred in hi« own opinions about 
Npiritualism, so as to throw a doubt upon his previous , teachings; 
hut, to, use Faraday’s expression, his utterances were always 
guarded by the proviso, “ So far as we know at present.” He 
supposed they knew the subject was one which must be approached 
with caution and diffidence ; it was well-known how he had pre­
viously ridiculed and despised Spiritualism, but from the fact that 
there were ton millions of Spiritualists in America, and one mil- 
*on in England, it was evident that it deserved very careful 

attention. It did not follow that if scientific men said it was 
nonsense, that it necessarily was so.”

•*  Human Nature” for May contains a heliotype of a re- 
laarkable drawing done by theboy Chas. Swan. It is a copy 
of one of Hogarth’s pictures, and professes to have been 
eyocuted under his influence, the style is readily recog­
nizable by all who have seen Hogarth’s works, the 
8&nie number also enntaina a very interesting account of 
■fttitualistic experiences by Mrs Catherine Berry.

Gerald Massey’s Lectures at 8t. James’ Hall were 
well attended, upwards of 1,000 persons being present 
on each occasion, they are reported in the May numbers 
of the “ Medium.”

Love, divino love, is life ; while spiritual freedom is 
the element through which souls swim to the Isles of 
the Blest; conventionalities are the sand bars that line 
tho way ; and selfishness is the soul of sin, as self sacri­
fice is the crowning glory of virtue. The road to spirit­
ual success winds through the valley of a rational humil­
iation, and often implies the surrender of ease, comfort, 
reputation, friends, home, wife, children, country, and 
life even, for the accomplishment of some grand aim or 
holy purpose. The sun ever shines, evergioet and never 
receives from us in turn ; how softly, quietly, too, it sifts 
down its golden beams. 8o in the private walks of life, 
in »equestered vales, are frequently found the noblest 
self-sacrificing spirits of earth. Such Boek retirement 
and shun the popular gaze. Angels best know thorn, 
and knowing; boo teat their wards, like Noah’s dove, re­
turn ; not merely with olive leaves, but olive fruit in 
blissful abundance. T XT

BLAIR versue TYERMAN.

Tho Blair cum Tyerman discussion on the mental and 
physical phenomena of tho day, or so-callod spiritism, 
was a paltry controversy after all, for neither of the 
combatants touched tho real point at ¡sbuo. Mr. Blair 
at tho very outset placod himself at the mercy of his 
opponent by declaring that ho knew nothing about tho 
thing he came to discuss. Mr. Tyerman was not slow 
to take advantage of this weak point in his adversary, 
and so far as common place discussion wont the spiritist 
bad tho best of it. He was calm and logical, Mr. Blair, 
on the other hand, was fussy, furious, and feoble. If 
Mr. Blair can only meet a discussion of this character 
by a liberal use of high sounding adjectives without 
much application to tho question he has undertaken to 
solve, his first appearance as champion of the church 
had bettor be bis last, and spiritism be left unassisted 
by his efforts to find its proper level.—Melbourne 
“ Leader” July 20th 1872.

The third discussion between Messrs. Tyerman and 
Blair on Monday last was a decided success for the spir­
itualist cause. Mr. Tyerman’s arguments were over­
whelming, and his opponent writhed under the severe 
castigation given to him for his disingeiyousness in re 
u Colonial Monthly ” article and tho scandalous asser­
tions he had made during the discussion with reference 
to Spiritualism and Spiritualists, but had not put for­
ward ono iota of evidence in support of. We shall 
report fully in our next.

TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS AND FRIENDS.

The present number of “ The Harbinger of Light ’’ 
concludes the second year of its issue. We have abun­
dance of interesting matter to hand which we are pre­
vented from publishing from want of space. Wo desire 
to increase the size of the Harbinger to 16 pages, and if 
our friends will lend a helping hand and canvass 
amongst their acquaintances and friends of tho cause for 
new subscribers, we may be enabled to commence thè 
enlargement with next number. Considering that our 
paper is the only organ of spiritualism in victoria it 
demands a larger amount of consideration than it has 
hitherto received, and we trust that the friends of Pro­
gressive spiritualism will put their shoulders to the 
wheel ana thereby aid in our effort to shed Spiritual 
Light into the dark corners of the Human mind. It is 
pretty generally admitted by spiritualists that the prej­
udice against our philosophy arises from ignorance of 
its character, and there are no better means of diffusing 
a true knowledge of its principles than the Press.

Wk call the attention of spiritualists to an advertise­
ment in reference to a projected Co-operative association 
which appears in our columns.
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Country Agents
Castlemaine—H. Bamford, Bull Street.
Sandhurst—T. C. Southam, View Point.
Pleasant Creek—Jas. M‘Lean.
Adelaide— W. H. Mitchell, News Agent, Exchange. 

Agents wanted for all parts of the Colony.

•? -

^dü^tiscrniints.
TO SPIRITUAL ACHERENTS OF THE HARMONIAL 

PHILOSOPHY ONLY.

WILL shortly 1» issued to all desiring the same, the. Prospectus 
of the AURELIA Co-operative Land and Labour Association. 

Suggestions received and information supplied by R. F, Cunning­
ham, Secretary, Thames, Ne»’ Zealand.

Central Committee to meet in Melbourne.
Melbourne Agent : Wm. YATES, 177 Johnston Street, Fitzroy.

PHO T O - A R T .

ER DF LIGHT.

K jrlB' -w X tn o MAoaxism*.
REDUCED PRICES.■ ö W

S I IT G El R, ’ g
NEW NOI8ELE8S

LOCK-STITCH SEWING MACHINE 
The Beet in the World, 

'' At

GREATLY REDUCED PRICES.

STANFORD & CO.,
CORNER OF BOURKE & RUSSELL STREETS 

MELBOURNE.

BATCHELDER AND CO., 
PHOTOGRAPHERS AND ARTISTS, 

(Established 1854),
Execute commissions in all styles of Portraiture-Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms. Specimens at address,

4 1 COL L. X TJ g B T B E T? Bl A. ■ T .____________________

THE AUSTRALIAN MECHANIC and JOUBNAL 
op SCIENCE and ART, containing Articles contri­
buted by the most eminent men in the Colonies. Pub­
lished Monthly, Price Sixpence. Clabson & Massina, 
72 Little Collins-st., and all Booksellers._________________

JUST RECEIVED, ex “ J. M. Joshua," “ Report of the Dialec- 
ticnl Society on Spiritualism," 16s.; Home's “Incidents in my 

Life " (2nd serie«), 11» Gd.; “ Hints for the Evidences of Spirit­
ualism,—by M. I*.,  3s.; “Jewish Literature and Modern Education, 
or the Use and Misuse of the Rible in Schools:" “Religion of Life, 
by the author of Alpha, 3s. 6d.; “ A Voice from the Ganges," 
showing the true sourceof Christianity, 6s. 6d.; “Renan’s Works;" 
“ Fichte’s Works," Ac., Ac. W. H. Terry, Spiritual and Progres­
sive Rook Depot, 96 Russell Street, Melbourne.

JXTST PUBLISHED,

AFFINITY.—A Teaching from the Spirit-world, 
concerning the next State of Existence. Re­

ceived under Spirit-impression by William Bowley. 
A Book full of interest and Instruction. Price, 2s., Cloth.

W. H. TERRY, 96 Russell Street, Melbourne.

MRS. LANG'S NEW PATENT ECONOMICAL
DOMESTIC WASHING TABLE.

’ PRICES' IN MELBOURNE:
OOTLLY 378. ©D. EAikCH.

BBISO TUB
Cheapest of all WASHING MACHINES.

ON AN ENTIRELY NEW PRINCIPLE.
If two Traatlaa are required, price 7e. 6d*  extra.

It saves time, saves labour, save soap, saves fuel, saves 
water, saves the clothes, and washes them very clear and 
quite clean. No friction is employed: no injurious 
chemicals are required: soap alone is used and cold water. 
The Washing Apparatus without trestles is aU that is easetfuzZ- 
it can be placed upon any convenient table. The trestles are re­
quired there is no table.

PRINTED TESTIMONIALS 8ENT FREE BY PO8T.

JAMES MoEWAIT & Co., Elizabeth St.*  Melbourne.

THE FITZROY SECULAR ACADEMY,
CORNER OF NICHOLSON & GERTRUDE STS.,

FOB
Young Ladies and Young Gentlemen.

This Institution in Conducted by

MR. IM.AN nSS, 
Assisted by Competent Teachere; and is Established with 
the view of supplying what is felt to he one of the Great 
Wants of the Agenamely, an Educational Establish­
ment of a Secular Character, not teaching any Creed nor 
Dogma, but mculcatingprinciplea of Morality, and culti­
vating a true sense o^ Honor. Vacancies for Boarders. 

Terms Moderate.
Prospectus forwarded on application to Principal,

J. TYERMAN
Is prepared to Lecture on Spiritualism in any part ot 
the colony. Address—

Upton Cottage, Brierly Street, Carlton, Melbourne.
J^OHN ROSIER

PREMIER SOOT MANUFACTURER,
46 SWANSTON STREET,

BETWEEN GARTON'S & RAINBOW HOTELS, 

hzeiiBoutsm-e.
----------- 0------------

Sole Patentee of the Canterbury Buokle Boot, rei^ateerf 
according to Act of Parliament, 1872.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT.
Prom advices received by the Jtno Mail, J. Rob_____ the pleasure to lajo*

mate to his numerous patrons that ho has completed arrangements with. u 
London Correspondent to forward tho newest Parisian and London FmAuM 
monthly. J. B. will therefore always be prepared to place Victorian Fm«*  
ionables on an equal footing with their counterparts atthoother sided 
the world.

TO TOURISTS AND PEDESTRIANS RERUALUY.
Tho best friend one can take with him on a tramp is a woll-flUiw Md 

■jund M’of Boots Of such nothing at present made nurpM J^oal«”* 
Tour Boots. All tho beet principles of J. RJs attainments in.the art of 
Boot-making are lavished upon their production. The low broad and .rate 
stantial hails, the straight direction for tho groat toe«, suitable wdtti« 
thread and depth at the roots of the little toes are the principal points or 
fitting, thus providing forthe anatomical requirements of the foot wp*n  
in motion. To excellence of leather and workmanship may be added mo 
combination of lightness, with strength, amply sufficient to^r^reBm^ 
factory and enduring wear.—Prices varying from 25a. according to styles 
selected.

TO THE LADIES.
J. E derate speclal attentlon to tho manufacture of ladles wee,r M,rt- pards style, fit, and material. J. R. has the pleasure to intimte 

his arranfemont f°r tho production of the new style ofShoes now so 
much in demand, aro complete in all details . „ „

Shooting, Walking, Dress and Parade Boots, Hunting and Jockey Boo«. 
Waterproof Mining Boot, Ac, Ac, _  ___

Orders from the adjacent Colonies attended to aa usual, and foras'J'J 
by any conveyance desired. Up country commands alsopunctually attend» 
to and sent by ooach or rail.

Improved Style. Fit Guaranteed. No Increase in Price.
Note the Address—46 SWANSTON ST., .hort dlstanoe from Towi Hall 

(between gabion’s and rainbow hotels).

Printed by B. Porten & Co., at their Omoe, 106 BUiabcth Btreet, H'boSit 
SOuTmMmtoI' W' H' Te^f. *od  publbhod by him at M Bn-od S”e*


