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A topic which is engrossing a large amount of attention, 
and occupying much spaco in the American Spiritual 
papers, is tho election of Mrs. Victoria C. Woodhull to 
the offico of President of tho American Association of 
Spiritualists. The chief causo of this is tho views Mrs. 
Woodhull holds, and so boldly expounds, on the Woman's 
Rights and Free Love questions, and hor election to the 
presidential chair is considered by many to be an en­
dorsement by the Spiritualists of hor views on theso 
subjects. Hence, many of tho leading Spiritualists in 
America (including Hudson Tuttle, and Emma Har- 
dingo Britten) have thought fit to repudiate Mrs. Wood­
hull’s teachings, more especially on the Frco Love ques­
tion. Hudson Tuttlo is analyzing and criticising Mrs. 
Woodhull’s lectures and writings on tho tabooed sub­
jects, and Mrs. W. is criticising tho critic. A great deal 
of this appears to us to be unnecessary, and is calculated 
to create iuharmony and dissension in tho Spiritual 
ranks. As far as wo have seen, Mrs. Woodhull docs 
not mix these objectionable subjects with that of Spirit­
ualism, and we think it, to say tho least, bad policy on 
the part of Spiritualists who differ from her, to assume 
that her opinions on them had anything to do wijh her 
election to the presidential chair. As an earnest Spirit­
ualist, a fluent and eloquent speaker, and a woman of" 
undoubted ability and good social position, sho was a 
candidate for the office, and was elected by a small ma­
jority to it; and so long as she keeps from associating 
her opinions on free love, &c., with Spiritualism, sho has a 
Perfect right to hold and proclaim them to the world. 
It will be quite time enough for Spiritualists to repudiate 
Mrs. Woodhull and her views on social questions when 
eho attempts to father them upon Spiritualism, or pre­
sent them to the world as the views of Spiritualists aB a 
body. Tho bagjg of j^e prejudice exhibited against Mrs. 
Woodhull was a lecture delivered by her before a large 
audience at Steinway Hall, Boston, on “The Principles 

of Social Freedom,” wherein she entered largely into tho 
subject of free love and tho marriage relation, assorting 
tho right of every individual to lovo when, where, and' 
whom they pleased, irrespective of tho marriage contract. 
Theoretically this may bo correct, but it is practically 
inapplicable to tho present condition of society, and 
would, if recognized, have a most demoralizing effect. 
Pure platonic or spiritual love, free from sensuality or 
passion, is, we fear, but little known in tho present gen­
eration ; and the free indulgence of a lower lovo than 
this would be apt to degenerate into lust and promis- 
cuosness. But we need not dilate upon this subject fur­
ther than to point out that it is a social question totally 
distinct from tho religion of Spiritualism, and for which 
it is not in any way responsible The opponents of 
Spiritualism will no doubt try to blend the two, or point 
to tho former as the outcome of tho latter; but whon a 
member of an orthodox church propounds any peculiar 
social opinions, they fail io boo the analogy, and traco 
his opinions to his religion.

Mrs. Woodhull's views on the social relations had not 
been fully expressed at the timo of her election ; had 
they boon so it is probable that prejudice against them 
would have prevented hor being elected. From what 
wo have read of her, sho appears to be an honorable and 
straightforward woman, and, therefore, not likely to 
mako use of Spiritualism as a lever to assist tho spread 
of her social opinions. Should sho do so we trust that 
the Spiritualists of America will repudiate tho connexion; 
but, as wo said before, it is quite timo enough to do this 
when tho event occurs, meantime sho is entitled to tho 
respect and support of tho association which olcctod her; 
and whjlo she conscientiously fulfils tho duties of hor 
position, sho should receive tho countonanco and 
goodwill of Spiritualists generally.

COMMUNICATION.

Progress is the law which governs the wholo univorso. 
It is engraven on the human heart; ontwined with all 
intellectual boing; In the light of this great truth, all 
the enigmas of human life become an open pago, showing 
the necessity of the evil and suffering which form tho 
moral chaoB in tho vortices of which all beautv and 
goodness appear to be swallowed up and well nigh lost. 
Tho records of history tell of nations arising, passing 



260 THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

through circle*  of crime and Huffering, nnd then inglori- 
ously disappearing, only to leave room for other» to 
arise, apparently hut to run the »ame courte, and »hare 
the name inglorious fate ; and seeing this daily exempli­
fied around you liv individual» playing it over in minia­
ture, wo canwiderstand your feeling almost hopeless 
while gazing on the dark and melancholy picture, until 
you learn to look out in the light of eternal progrès». 
All inovo in circles; there sometime»appear» to be retro­
gression, but such is impossible ; you cannot move round 
a circle of thought without increasing your intellectual 
knowledge. Thought and consciousness must progress; 
you cannot pass through emotions and affections, feel­
ings and passions, without a change. As the red pulpy 
infant, or light-hearted boy, become» the stout-hearted, 
strong-limbed man, so must be the change in the mind. 
The man of to-day cannot be in anywise the man of yes­
terday. You must mount slowly and not directly up­
ward: butin spirit circles, each rising above the last, 
until you gain, at each succeeding step, a wider range 
of intellectual vision. ; your horizon widening and ex­
panding. The remembrance of the past, with all its 
cares, difficulties, and perplexities, will be hallowed, and 
be treasured in your memory as your ladder to the pre­
Bent ; it» sorrows and disappointments mellowed by dis­
tances, but its joys and its brightness, still more joyful 
and bright, in accordance with the law of moral gravita­
tion, which attracts all towards its centre of unseen 
beatitude. You will learn there is no going backward, 
no standing still ; but through all nature there is a prin­
ciple of order ever moulding it into harmony, bringing 
forth hopes of inconceivable happiness. You will learn 
courage to look forward, and the seeming chaos will 
cease to haunt your soul with its discord ; light will 
banish its darkness, and you will rise and soar, working 
in faith and without rest to aid the great work of pro­
gress in other», never wearying in well-doing, but with 
the same oft-repealed cry of onward and upward, for ever 
and for ever. Farewell.

II. F.
12th May.

goetrg.
LABOUR AND WAIT.

7 *
BY LIZZIE DOTES*.

All green, and bitter, and hard, and sour,
The fruit of the Tree of Lifo is growing ;
But the genial sunshine, with quickening power, 
Will sweeten the juices like nectar flowing.
For the full, fair growth of its perfect state
There is only needed tho right condition. 
Then labor and wait, both early and late, 
Till the ripening fruit shall bring fruition.

Far out in the harvest fields of Time,
The grain for the reaper is standing ready, 
And they who come to the work sublime 
Must toil with a patience calm and steady. 
Truth never was subject to Chance or Fate— 
Its sickle so sharp cutH clean and even.
Then labor and wait, both early nnd Into,
For the seed-field of Earth yields the harvest of 

Heaven.

In their quiet graves, on the green hill-side,
Tho sacred dust of your loved is sleeping ;
And the homes where the light of their smilo haB 

died
Are filled with the sorrowful Bound of weoping.
But over tho gloomy clouds of Fate,
Tho light of tho better land is shining. 
Thon labor and wait, both early and late, 
tor tho cloud of Death has a silver lining.

There are fair sweet facos and gentle eyes, 
That look through tho mists and shadows above 

you;

And tho fond affection that never dies,
Still speaks from tho lips of the blest who love you- 
They call you up from your low estate,
To the boundless bliss of the life supernal.
Then labor and wait, both early and late,
For Timo is short, but Lifo is Eternal.

—Poems of Progress.

Corespondents.

Communications for insertion in this Journal should be 

plainly written, and as concise as possible.

CO-OPERATION.

TO TIIE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIOIIT.

Sin,—T wish you would take up your able pen, and 
try to start a co-operative society in connection with the 
Progressive Spiritists of this colony. I think that all 
systems of religion, without co-operation, are a mere 

-empty sham, so far as this world is concerned, and must 
come to grief in the course of time. Therefore, I trust 
the Spiritists will not make this mistake. Andrew Jack- 
son Davis says—“ When distributive justice pervades 
tho social world, virtue and morality will bloom with 
immortal beauty,” showing clearly that co-operation, 
taken in its widest sense, is the only way to improve 
the social ami moral condition of the people, and to effec­
tually clip the wings of those who live on the working­
classes, commonly called the poor. I think wo might as 
well expect to sec the earth produce crops without rain, 
or n beautiful temple to stand on a foundation of sand, 
as to see Spiritism take deep root and prosper without 
co-operation. Every man that works ought to receive 
the fruits of his labour, and all capital ought to be in 
the hands of tho workers. My fellow-workmen fill our 
stores and shops with the luxuries and neecssnries of lifo 
in ire than enough for all, but still some can hardly got 
sufficient to keep body and soul together, through tho 
grasping selfishness of those who profess to love their 
neighbours as themselves. But a change hns come over 
the spirit of the times, and the working-classes are be­
ginning to doubt the old proverb,'that God intended 
rich and poor, and one man to be a gentleman and an­
other man to bo his slave. This kind of theological 
nonsense might go down with the ignorant hordes of 
past ages, but tho working classes cannot swallow it 
now. I wish the working-classes would read Andrew 
Jackson Davis’s “ Voico to Mankind,' it would bo effec­
tually open their eyes, I think, that all tho powers of 
priestcraft and tho rich combined would not be able to 
shut them again. Eternal progression runs through tho 
book, and that is tho mighty power that will level all 
dogmas, creeds, and error, and open tho door for those 
glorious Spiritual intelligences to visit our globe again, 
as in days of yore, to teach mankind how to make tho 
best of both worlds, and to spread truo religion that every 
human being can believe.

A WORKING MAN.

[Our correspondent is perhaps not aware that a co­
operative association—“Tho Victorian ’’—has been 
started, which, although not under tho auspices of tho 
Spiritualists, has some practical Spiritualists among its 
founders. Though the primary object of this associa­
tion is the establishment of a co-operative storo, it aims 
to .extend its operations to comprehend all labour. The 
establishment of co-operativ.e associations on A. J- 
Davis s plan ought not to bo hurriedly entered into, 
tho success of them depending upon the harmony of tho 
persons associating, hence, before attempting such acorn- 
bination men should know each other intimately, and 
feel assured that they could work together with one 
accord for tho common good; a social and religi°us 
communism, implying an abnegation of selfishness, and 
a realization of truo fraternity.—Ed. H. L.]
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PHENOMENA AT CASTLEMAINE.

TO THE EDITOB OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

Sir,—As the subject of Spiritualism appears to be 
attracting a <leal of public attention just now, and as 
your columns appear to be open to the Spiritualists on 
the one hand; and to the sceptics both in the spirit 
theory and the physical phenomena on the other; at 
the request of some Castlemaine friends I venture to 
M>nd you the views of one who hai> seen a great deal of 
the phenomena, but who is an utter sceptic to the spirit 
or supernatural theory. I have been investigating this 
matter for upwards of two years, under conditions that 
■nUrdy precluded the possibility of trickery or imposture. 
The medium is a member of my own family, and the 
phenomena took place in my Own house.

1 will coniine my remarks to an account of a few of 
the more remarkable phenomena witnessed by myself at 
various times. On one occasion while sitting in a fold­
ing cane chair, 1 felt the latter vibrate, withdrew my 
arms from the table and folded them across my breast, 
at the same time 1 raised my feet from the lloor holding 
them straight out from me, when the chair at once 
began to move forward, with my whole weight, for, as 
near as 1 can remember four or five feel. At the same 
time my wife who was sitting at the opposite side ofthe 
room drew my attention to the lamp which together 
with the table cover was moving oil the table, I left the 
chair, took the lamp and placed it on the mantelpiece, 
when the cover at once moved off the table falling on the 
floor. My attention was now directed to the chair again 
which 1 had just vacated, it was moving towards me 
until it pushed itself close to my legs. The medium all 
the time was sitting quite passive on a couch, fully live feet 
from where 1 first started, on my left rear, the chair and 
table cover moved away from the medium towards the 
fire which was fully lighted, as was also the lamp, no 
person sat between the table and the lire. There were 
tut three in the room at the time. Immediately after 
two friends came in, the removal of the table cover again 
took place and was witnessed by them, 1 was 
moved again a few inches but side-ways. This was the 
only night that 1 was moved in the chair, but 1 have 
seen my boys moved several times. What appeared to 
be hands have grasped both my wife and son several 
times, 1 myself have not felt the grasp, though 1 have 
wished for it, but 1 have felt a touch on several occasions 
both on the feet and legs. While sitting in the centre 
of the room no person near me 1 expressed a wish to be 
grasped by the hand, or touched on the feet, when 
instead 1 felt a distinct tap on the back of the head. 
Table rapping was of frequent occurrence, and knocks 
or thuds on the floor were frequently heard, the knocks 
wore not only heard but tho vibration caused by them 
was distinctly felt from one end of the room to the 
other. We nave heard loud raps on the wall after re­
tiring to bed. 1 have witnessed plenty of table tipping, 
and on two occasions have had a small pine dressing 
table absolutely floating clear of the floor. Tho mmlium 
sat at one end and 1 at tho other, with tho palms K' our 
hands placed lightly on tho top, 1 willed it to rise from 
the fleer, after a series of slightjumps it began to ascend 
in a swaying motion until it attained a height of, as near 
as 1 can recollect, about fifteen or eighteen inches. 1t 
remained suspended while 1 deliberately counted fifty, 
when it descended in the same swinging manner.

Dr. Carpenter's theory of “unconscious muscular 
action ” will not apply here, as we had to leave, our 
chairs to follow the table, and while we were standing 
my wife removed the chairs, and examined the space 
beneath. «,

Another evening while three of us wero quietly sitting 
with our hands on the table, our attention was drawn to 
an unusual scraping noise on tho carpet, it proved to bo 
my wife’s work basket which was moving along the floor, 
it went under one end of tho couch on which the medium 
sat, emerged at the other, and came under tho table on 
to my feet, we replaced it in the corner from whence 
it first started, when it at once recommenced its travel*  
observed by the whole of us—it was repeated a third 
time. Another evening while at tea, my wife, who was 
sitting away from the table close to the fire, in a joculur 

mood expressed a wish that the spirits would bring her 
a spoon. On the floor at the other end of the room 
and immediately opposite to where my wife sat, was a 
knife box, her wish had no sooner bs-en expressed than 
the knife box moved towards her, in a serie« of jerks 
until it reached her, when she took out the spoon. 1 
then requested the spirit to take the box back again, 
but it obstinately refused, evidently thinking that in re­
sponding to my wife's wishes it had done enough for 
one night. This was a fully lighted room. At several 
dark tt-ancrt we have had still more remarkablo pheno­
mena, the particulars of which 1 forbear at present to 
state. ■ This mysterious force, psychic, odic, magnetic or 
whatever you choose to term it, most undoubtedly 
manifests itself much stronger in the dark, than it does 
in the light. 1f we knew what the force was, then 1 
have no doubt but that the scientists would Is- able to 
inform us why the light was to some extent antagonistic. 
1 am not surprised at the poor results obtained by some 
of our eminent scientific men in London, while trying to 
investigate this difficult matter. Often when sitting 
with a desire to witness the phenomena, we have obtained 
comparatively little beyond a few slight raps, while on 
other occasions when not particularly anxious for any­
thing, the force has manifested itself in the most remark­
able manner. 1t appears to require a peculiar physical 
condition of the medium, or the condition of the atmo­
sphere at the time may possible have something to do 
with it. I have seen a great deal of the spirit writing 
(so called) 1mt it does not give me a very exalted 
opinion of the invisible gentry, in fact 1 consider most 
of it sheer twaddle. Certainly 1 may not have been 
mi rapport with the “ higher intelligences.” Some ofthe 
spiritists attribute the physical manifestations, such as 
table moving Ac. to the influence of spirits from the 
lower spheres.

In conclusion 1 repeat that, notwithstanding all the 
phenomena 1 have witnessed 1 am utterly opposed to 
the spirit theory, and for my part 1 am content to leave 
it in t he hands of such men as Crookes trusting that some 
day they may be enabled to solve the riddle. As this 
communication is rather long, 1 will reservo my remarks 
on the dark tfanrrt—the phenomena being of a still 
more remarkable character—for your next-issue ; that is 
should you deem them of sufficient importance for inser­
tion. • J. F.

Castlemaine, 22nd May, 1872.
----------- o-----------

THREE FACTS, AND 1NEERENCE THERE­
FROM. .

“ We ask Christians, and especially the clergy, to consider these 
things, and beware how they arc found standing on anli-Spiritual 
or infidel ground. Every blow the clergy aim against Spiritualism 
must rebound on themselves.” . * *
“If psychology, illusion, collusion, electricity, od force, o^lyle, 
magnetism, biology, ventriloquism, legerdemain, demonology, the 
devil, or anything else can account for modem manifestations, 
may not everything of a similar character recorded in the Bible 
be accounted for on the same grounds i” * *
-Are not all the • Spiritual gifts' aiul manifestations specified by 
Paul lobe found in our age? 1 Cor. xii, xiii, and xi / chapters. 
If all modern mediums and believers are deceivers, or under ume 
dialsilical or illusive influence's, may not the same be conjectured 
of all ancient seers and saints! 1 Cor. xv. IV—“if. Clarks 

Guide to Spiriluahm." ’
“So far as Spiritualism is concerned. 99-lOOths of even the edu­

cated and intelligent portion of the community reject it scornfully 
and without enquiry. The time has now arrived, however, when 
witnessing the amount and quality, and rapid development, and 
dissemination of testimony, many who a short tinie ago treated 
the subject-with siqien-ilious contempt, hold their judgments in 
abeyance, and wait for further evidence mid pertKmal experience.-

“This is as it should be. No’reasonable man should look for 
the reception of phenomena and theories so extraordinary, and 
s, antagonistic to preconceived notions without overwhelming 
evidence.”— T. B. Burkas.

“ The real question must he decided nt last by facts and evi­
dence, and we hazard nothing in saying that the facts are so 
numerous, and the evidence- so convincing, that a candid investi­
gation must result in a settled conviction that the real claims of 
Spiritualism are founded on immutable truth. To evade this con­
clusion it must be proved that the facts are all illusions of the 
senses, and that human experience is everywhere deceptive. But 
we submit that the number and the respectability of the witnesses 
utterly precludes the supposition that they have all mistaken mere 
phantasms for essential facts. Hence the attempt to force the 
acceptance of the theological interpretation of a ¡»usage from 
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some niictent writing, such ns the 19th and 20th vereca of the 8th 
chapter of Iitninh, which requires us to elose our eyes to the moat 
significant events, mid to discard the great lessons of tilr/rcti/ir, 
is manifestly calculated to strengthen |wpular wecpuciani in Ritlli 
teaching, and to expose the pretensions of the clergy and the 
Stupidity of their followers to the suspicion and derision of man­
kind.')—“ Tablet Turn'd : a Brief Beriem of the Her. t. M. 
Bvttr-, IKI). By A. B. Brittan."—page 29.

TO TIIE EDITOR OF THE HARBINOER OF LIGHT.

Sir,—First.—It is a fact that during the ten years 
between 1818 and 1858 ninety per cent, of t he clergy of 
the British Empire believed that tho reported Spiritual­
istic manifestations had no existence in fact, from any 
cause, and that it was all a false report.

Second.—It is a fact that during the ten years be­
tween 1858 and 1808, ninety per cent, of those clergy 
changed their minds, and believes! that the reported 
Spiritualistic manifestations existed in truth, and wore 
caused by unknown law, or bad spirits.

Third.—It is a fact that if ninety per cent, of those 
clergy should between the years 1868 and 1878, again 
change their minds, and believe the Spiritualistic mani­
festations are caused by good spirit power, in tho service 
of God; this second change in the third period of ten 
years, would not he greater or more wonderful than 
their first change in the second period of ten years. 
Both changes would be the result of previous ignorance, 
and subsequent knowledge of simple matters of fact. If 
they could be ignorant of facts during a first ten years, 
that they were not ignorant of in a second ten years, they 
may, for the same reasons, be ignorant of facts during a 
second period often years, that they are not ignorant of 
during a third period of ten years—i. «., from 1898 to 
1878.

. INFERENCE.
Wo have a right to infer from the foregoing three 

facts, that as ninety per cent., of the clergy admit that 
they were untrustworthy guides during the first half of 
these thirty years, upon this most important subject, we 
are not called upon in reason to trust them in preference 
to our own convictions, during the second half of these 
eventful thirty years.

From our knowledge of past changes in the minds of 
clergy, and from our knowledge of the facts of Spiritual­
istic manifestations at present existing in the world, it 
is reasonable for us to infer, that ninety per cent, of the 
clergy who honestly investigate, will, by the year 1878, 
believe that these Spiritual manifestations are caused by 
spirit-power in the service of God.

W'bat can lie a greater reproach to the intelligence of 
this highly-educated body of men than the position so 
many of them take. I allude €o those who deny the 
good or bad Spiritual hypothesis, and rest upon un­
known law, notwithstanding such men as Mr. Howitt, 
and thousands upon thousands of others, declare that 
they eonstanilv see and handle the spirits at seances. 
Surely seeing should he believing and feeling the trut^h. 
That there should be so largo ft portion of the clergy 
who continue to believe that some unknown law of 
nature, apart from Spiritual influence, can constantly do 
all that was done on the day of Pentecost, with an infi­
nity of writing, drawing and music, by seen spirit hands, 
is so great a reproach to clerical anti-Spiritualistic sen­
timent, as to disentitle the views of the whole body to re­
spectful consideration, notwithstanding the subject is a 
religious one of the highest importance.

We must hope, and confidently hope, for another 
change, that wo may yield respect where respect is due. 
The Clorgy are for the most part serious, intelligent, God­
fearing men. It is found that with the majority of 
men of such a cast of mind, that if they can be induced 
to investigate Spiritualism (instead of scornfully reject­
ing it as simply absurd), ninety per cent, yield to tho 
God-given Spiritual hypothesis, as the only true one.

We have this reason to believe that the clergy' of tho 
British Empire will do the same by the year 1878. If 
they will only investigate, instead of scorning to do so.

1 am, Sir, your obedient servant,
“ W.”

P.S. It just occurs to mo that the clergy will pro­
bably admit that it would bo a reproach to their intelli­
gence if they denied Spiritual influence in the face of

such facts as I havo specified ; but, say they, “ We no 
more admit thoso specified facts than wo formerly ad­
mitted tho fact of a table's moving without a good push 
from flesh and blood.”

Here wo are driven back to matters of fact, as easy of 
solution as the movement or non-movement of a tablet 
Why should not enquiry help tho clergy in this second 
instanco, of acts of visible spirits, as in tho first instance 
of a table's movements.

There is a branch of literature (Spiritualistic litera­
ture) embracing the religious works of men of high cul­
ture, deep thought, and eminent piety, with which tho 
clergy are as unacquainted as tho Chinese and Japanese, 
and for the same reasons. They all think that other 
than that which they have learned and know is not 
worth learning and knowing, and therefore reject it with

acorn.
If they would look into that literature they would 

find that, provided they allow their minds to be governed 
by those laws of testimony which govern courts of law, 
they must yield to the distinct evidence of distinctly 
visible Spiritual agency, and to the truth of the over­
whelming array of facts I have specified, on tho evidence 
of Mr. Howitt, and thousands of others, who see tho 
spirits, and see what they do as they play upon musical 
instruments, write, or present flowers, with distinctly 
visible hands. Grant that, like tho day of Pentecost, it 
is extraordinary, it is yet far less extraordinary than 
that thousands of honorable and highly-educated men 
of Mr. Howitt's stamp, should tell us a pack of lies about 
the matter. *

Those who think, believe, hold, and maintain, that tho 
testimony, to matters of fact, of sane, honest, clever, re­
putable men, can constantly and persistently lie, ought 
not to be argued with, but removed to the nearest 
lunatic asylum.

---------o-----------
THE SHAKER COMMUNITY.

TO TUB EDITOR OF TUB HARBINGER OF LIGHT.
Dear Sir,—Believing that many readers of the Har- 

Unger are, like mysolf, enquirers and seekers after truth, 
rather than dogmatists or positive assorters, who mis­
take their own individualism! for universal perception, 
I have much pleasure in directing attention to the esti­
mate formed by Mr. Peebles, our expected lecturer from 
America, respecting tho Shaker communities in the Stato 
of Now York, and published in page 39 of the London 
Medium for February 2, 1872. Mr. Peebles thus writes 
—“ The are all (tho Shakers) Spiritualists, striving to 
make practical tho divine principles they possess.

2nd. They have among thomselves very superior media 
for tranco and clairvoyance, visions and prophecies.

3rd. They have in their midst no ricli, no poor; uo 
palaces nor almshouses; but thrift and abundance, 
holding, ns in the Pentecostal day, “All things in com­
mon."

4th. They cxcol in neatness, industry, integrity, aud 
the cultivation of that chief of the Christian graces— 
charity.

5th. Ignoring ^colism, and utterly unlike monks and 
nuns, their communities aro so many Spiritual families, 
each living and laboring for tho good of all.

6th. Opposing war, they are all tho advocates of pcaco, 
temperance, of good morals, rigidly practising what they 
profess.

7th. Considering the fratricide, parricide, child-mur­
der, solitary vice and libertiueism stalking abroad in tho 
world, would it not be well for all philanthropists to at 
least read Malthus, and carefully study theso believers 
teachings relative to chastity, celibacy, and purity of life?

Horace Greely, in his Hints towards Reform, thus 
writes tit them—“ When all that can be said against 
these simple-minded ascetics has been freely admitted, 
there is yet left enough in their character and history to 
challenge our admiration.

“ They present tho sublime and hope-inspiring spec­
tacle of a community founded and built up on the con­
quest of the most inexorable appetites—-lust, avarice, 
ambition, revenge. These are not merely discounte­
nanced by the social economy of the Shakors, but this 
economy is based on their entire crucifixion.
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“ Nor can I ace how any man can rationally conclude, 

M R1!nf have asserted, that all this show of subduing 
the appetite is hypocrisy and a delusion.

“ This uncharitable theory supposes a refinement of 
absurdity and self-annoyance which never yet possessed 
for anv period the brain of a sane man. much less of a 
whole community for ages.

-They have solved for us the practicability of a social 
condition from which the twin curses pauperism and 
servitude shall be utterly bnnished. They have shown 
how pleasant maybe the labours, and how abundant the 
comforts of a community wherein no man aspire*  to be 
lord over his brethren. No man grasps for himself, but 
each is animated by a spirit of devotion to the common 
good. - • *

“ I have stood among the quiet homes of this unas­
piring people, and marked how they have steadily, 
surelv, advanced from abject poverty to ample compe­
tence. I have observed how their patient, but never 
excessive toil, has transformed rugged barrenness into 
smiling fertility and beauty," &e., &c.

By your leave, Mr. Editor, I shall recur to this sub­
ject in another issue of the Harbinger.

Yours in truth, hope, and lovo,

JOHN.

A MEDITATION.

Wandering a few days since along the banks of the 
Yarra, depressed by the failure of a recent undertaking, 
I fell a musing on the story of my life, a story which 
(like that of every other life) had we but the key to 
read it aright, might appear as full of law and sequences 
as it now appears weak and meaningless. Surely 
thought I, this protracted effort, this sysiphean task of 
rolling the stono up the hill never to approach any 
nearer the summit must have a purpose.

The Divine Disposer, the origin and Bustaincr of all, 
in whom all thin^H are, and without whom nought could 
exist that does exist, must have an end in every event, 
and that end must be attained or the Omnipotent must 
be a failure, and God a sham. It is evident that the 
Uncaused Cause must be of ituelf and therefore must be« 
neceuitg that all other causes must have their origin in 
the ultimate Cause and must therefore also bo necessities, 
necessities by sequence, of the necessity in essence. It 
follows therefore that every effect (all causes in the 
second degree being effects) must bo the effect of 
necessity—the necessary outcome of the necessary 
attributes of necessary essence—and that as there is no 
possibility of thoro being anything outside of the absolute 
of necessity whatever is, must be right.

Parte only, we are dissatisfied because we cannot grasp 
the whole, Threads in the infinite pattern, we expect to 
realize tho complete design. Points in the infinite are, 
we expect to measure tho entire circle. Because we 
suffer we think the universe is wrong. Because we 
fail, we think the infinite has failed. lj/t do we fail? 
If my foregoing conclusions are right, we do not fail, we 
cannot fail—we fail only, in realizing our own desires 
but not in fulfilling the purpose of our existence. Time 
cannot bo any test of that which is eternal. Failure as 
applied, to man, must include something moro than mere 
temporal failure. It is very evident therefore that social 
failure may be spiritual success. Thus the crown of 
thorns may be a wreath of victory and the pilgrims staff' 
the monarch's sceptre. Wo follow foibles and we find 
•°(tow, and sorrow is the handmaiden to joy. Nature 

infinitely wise as well as bountifully good. We chase 
bubbles—bubbles to which wo give tho prismatic hues 
of our own consciousness, and nature takes advantage 
of our hardihood to stretch our muscles and strengthen 
our nerves. When she has effected her purpose she 
disenchants ub, and, thereby enlarges our knowledge and 
elevates our aimB. She bursts tho bubble, and we think 
wo have failed, but the failure is of tho bubble, not of 
Us. The failure of tho bubble is necessary to our 
success. Failure is the postulate of Progress. Nature 
18 prolific of failure, failure is everywhere, in tho 
earth in the air, in tho skies, in the herbs, in the tree, in 
the flower, in the bird, in tho beast, in man—decadence, 

'h’cay everywhere, retrogression, destruction, death—but 
the decay is only initial to repair, destruction to recon­
struction. The loss of the lower is the gain of the 
higher Retrogression is only a stage of progression, 
out ol weakness comes forth strength, out of the bitter 
comes sweet. ‘‘Knowledge by suffering entereth and 
lifeis perfected of death." Evolution certainly appears 
to be the system of nature. Spiritualism asserts it, 
reason endorses it, science supports it. The past has 
evolved the present, the present evolves the future. The 
form the phenomenon fails, but the essence, tin*  noumenon 
survives. The tenement decays, but the tenant 
merely moves on to a new abode. The tenant 
outlives his home. Thus the Nautilus spiralis referred 
to in the "Autocrat of the breakfast table" lives at first in 
a little chamber of his shell, while this is sheltering 
him a second and larger chamber is being added to which 
(having grown too large for further occupation of the first) 
he removes, in due time he does the same with the third 
and again with a fourth chamber until at last he spreads 
his gauzy sails and floats across the bosom of the ocean. 
8o is it with the living spirit of nature and every form, 
which for a time she invests. Thus form succeeds form 
and typcsucceeila typeeachfulfilingitsmissionandpassing ' 
the eternal one stage farther on its divine way. Thus 
epoch has followed epoch, organic has followed inorganic, 
vegetable mineral, animal vegetable, intellectual animal, 
spiritual intellectual. Thus nas tho metempsychosis (of 
Vishnu as the Brahmins called it) tho Natura Naturans 
(as Spinoza called it) or whatever other namo you like 
to designate it of the divine ipirit in matter been per­
petually going on. The universe is the scene of the 
transfiguration “ from glory to glory." Thus do all 
forms grow old as doth a garment, and fade as doth a 
vesture, they fall (as did the mantle from the shoulders 
of Elijah) from the divine spirit in nature as it ascends 
in its sublime apotheosis ever nearer (yot never near to) 
its divine origin-the soul of its soul-tne naturanatuiata 
—the esse in esse—the Absolute—“ 1 go unto my 
Father"—“ I and my Father are one."

Thus the horologuo of eternity beats tho march of 
ascension—Thus the end of existence is the education of 
soul—Time is the term—Experience is the teacher— 
Space is the schoolhouse—Atoms and worlds have a’iko 
their parts to play in tho stupendous drama of soul 
development—Everything works together for our good. 
Let us be patient tnertforc—

, These divine afflictions
Not from the grave arise 

But oftentimes celestial Is-nedictions 
Assume thin dark disguise.c I

“ We look through the little lens of personality and 
nre apt to think that the scene we see includes tho 
whole horizon. We live so much in the life physical, 
that we feel as if every circumstance that tells against 
that, were another nail driven into the coffin that is to 
close over our hopes for ever. Perhaps not. Perhaps 
Time the Restorer is driving at the same moment another 
nail in tho superstructure which is to becomo the abodo 
of the life spiritual. Death is but the cicerone to Lifo. 
Death-in-Life and Life-in-Death are twin brothers. 
Sorrow is but the complement of joy, as tho shadowed 
part of the moon is the complement of the crescent as 
night ¡b the counterpart of the day. Sorrow and joy, 
light and darkness, life and death are necessary to each 
other—all things die that all may live—the seed dies 
that the plant may live—the shoot dies that the leaf 
may live—the blossom dies that tho fruit may live. The 
molusca and the Crustacea of primeval seas gave their 
substance to the limestone rocks—and life (the eternal) 
translated into higher organizations now rejoices in forest 
and field, a sphere made possible by the life ami death 
of the ancient molusc. The coral insect has raised tho 
reefs (its own hecatombs) which now rear their resplen­
dent heads above the ocean, the habitat of gorgeous 
and prolific life. The waters of tho Upper Nile over­
flow and in their tempestuous course carry away portions 
of the banks an 1 rocks and deposit them again in deltas at 
its mouth—deltas which are noted for surpassing 
fertility—deltas which have indeed only to be tickled 
with the hoc to laugh with the harvest. And this tho 
spiritualization of matter is going onin every river,in every 
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creek. And inay it not be so also with man'« nature? 
The waters of circumstance beat upon the rocks of the 
life physical, we feel the process of attrition going on, 
and we think all is lost, but may it not be that every 
particle that is carried away is deposited again in the 
spiritual deltas of the soul—deltas that shall one day 
laugh with goldon harvest and rejoice with celestial fruit, 
when the river of Time shall have opened out into the 
Ocean of Eternity.

WHAT CONSTITUTES TRUE MARRIAGE.

Spiritual consociation, or love, is mental unison, nur­
tured, and sustained by constant manifestations; or, by 
an assured faith in the devotion of one to another, 
through all possible conditions. This is almost impos­
sible to bo known, where tlio lusts of the flesh destroy 
the spiritual element. A partial congeniality may make 
a kind of pleasurable bond for a while, but the true 
spirit bond cannot bo broken.

There is an ecstacy of fooling oven in thought, though 
oceans divide tho parties, which excels all else, in which 
tho mind may ever participate. A truo lovo relation is 
an imperishable treasure, a holy contemplation that vivi­
fies, and Bhcds a halo of such powor, that the scintillations, 
with telegraphic speed, intensifies life in tho loved one. 
A marriago union, for eternity, requires a high spiritual 
development. Tho marriago of earth, or, union in the 
flosh, has its definite use in tho perpetuation of the race. 
Action beyond its use is a drain on tho spiritual juices, 
or tho animating constituent in the animal organism. 
Hence, tho reason, and necessity for agitation, and 
amendment of tho present legal bond. This bond is now 
but a license for prostitution, and tho unfolding of nat­
ural laws reveal it to bo tho worst kind of prostitution, 
because it not only reduces tho tone of tho participants, 
but it develops a deteriorated offspring.

The child, animated by tho dregs of a prostituted love­
life, is depleted of its proper natural force at birth, and 
enters tho arena of life unprepared to wrestle with either 
physical or mental disorders.

Tho enunciation of this unwelcomo truth should be 
hoard; it should permeato tho intellectual and spiritual 
atmosphere around ub, until those whoso lives are sacri­
ficed through its neglect shall bear testimony to its 
purifying effect upon fallen humanity.

Ono cannot deal with this monstrous evil gently. It 
is a tree of evil, whose roots must no longer be suffered 
to distil poison and destroy tho truo vitalizing principle.

Tho prostitution which exists under the legal bond, 
called marriage, should no longer have an abiding place 
in the appreciation of the enlightened intellect of the 
nineteenth century,

The individual suffers none the less from the infringe­
ment of a natural law, because of the sanction given by 
authority of either ecclesiastical or civil courts.

I know the rugged coasts into which truth would steer 
the life-boat. Already I perceive the breakers—symbols 
of tho waves of passion—that riso in seeming majesty 
and power, but if Truth is at tho holm, brewer after 
breaker will bo safely passed, and, growing stronger by 
resistance, will become mighty to save those who abido 
in the light of truth.

The Christ, the representative of truth, is mado to say: 
“ Tho beasts of tho field and the fdwlstof tho air have 
each an abiding place, but the Hon of Man or the re­
presentative of truth, the offspring of God—" hath not 
where to lay his head.” Ah ! lovers of tho truth, will 
ye not open your hearts to the beloved ono ? Cherish 
the truth, and man's regeneration has begun. The 
Saviour has found a dwelling-placo, then will “ tho seed 
of tho woman bruise the serpent’s head." This symbol­
izes tho capacity of the parent; by entertaining truth, 
which iB to give lifo and activity, to transmit to the off­
spring tho strength to conquer the fascinations of the 
perverted love life which the serpeut symbolizes. This 
perversion debases and prostrates humanity. Parents 
think what a high and holy trust is yours, to so live as 
to transmit qualities and powors that Bhall give glory to 
God. On the other hand, tho powor is with you to mar 

and distort tho imago of the creator. It belongs to true 
parentago to giro the giant intellect, which shall 
tho world, tho mental force that can easily Btem the bUr. 
ging power of evil in tho world, and the strength of body 
that can savo from disoaso and premature doath, which 
like tho plague of Egypt, cuts off our littlo ones in * 
night.

• "A letter to the Vory Rev. Doan Macartney, being a reply to 
his recent attack on Spiritualism."—By a Graduate of an Univer­
sity. W. H. Tkhby, Publisher.

Waste not life’s vigor in your own lives, so that 
you may not dwnrf your child's capacity or clog hisspint 
career, whoso progression is dependent on tho great law 
of attraction which is governed by the inherent proper­
ties of spirit as of matter. Man cannot now apprehend 
the faintest outlino of tho effect on tho spint-world 
attendant on a correct life in tho beginning. The begin­
ning is in thought. Thoughts stamp themselves upon 
the elementary germs which enter into tho organism of 
a now boing.—The American Spiritualist, March 2,1872.

REVIEW.

• A Letteb to the Veet Rev. Deax Macabtmet.

We desire to call particular attention to the above 
pamphlet, which ¡b a masterly review of that published 
by tho Dean in April last. It should bo read by all 
Spiritualists, and circulated by thousands amongst their 
friends. It will servo as an eye-opener to many whoso 
eyes have been closed to the truths of Spiritualism. 
The pamphlet is free from dogmatism, and appeals di­
rectly to tho reason of the reader. As tho profits arising 
from tho sale of tho first issue are to be devoted to the 
Lecturers’ Fund of tho Victorian Association of Pro­
gressive Spiritualists, wo trust our readers will Bend in 
their orders freely, and .thereby doubly assist in tho 
diffusion of an accurate knowledge of our beautiful 
philosophy.

MR. M’LEAN’S CLOSING ADDRESS TO THB 
STAWELL PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION.

Fbiexds—It iB now about fourteen months since the 
formation of this Association by a few congenial minds, 
who, notwithstanding tho threatened anathemas of sacre- 
dotaliBm, dared to rosolvo upon mutually assisting each 
other in the investigation of truth, more especially those 
truths relating to tho Spiritual world, and to test if pos­
sible, by earnest and careful inquiry, tho facts or fallacies 
of tho phenomena known as Modem Spiritism. Since 
our first meeting, in March of last year, our numbers 
havo considerably increased, and would have continued 
increasing had not our original object been achieved— 
viz., that as our solo aim was to investigate and care­
fully Bift evidenco, not seeking material profit, we 
considered it desirable to limit tho number of members.

Since our formation, we have held twenty-five general 
meetings, formod a library of several choice books and 
periodicals bearing on Spiritism ; held many interesting 
¡dances, and at considerable expense obtained tho able 
services of Messieurs. Naylor and Tyerman, for lec­
turing purposes, tho result of which, I am happy to say, 
has quite confirmed me and I think many other 
members composing this Association, of tho glorious 
reality of direct Spirit-communion, or telegraphy, under 
certain epnditions, between those in and thoso out of 
the material body ; thereby establishing tho most impor­
tant fact in tho univorso to mankind, vie., that of a 
future and increasingly happy existence beyond the 
grave ; as also that man is, ana ever has been a progres­
sive being, if loft untrammelled by soul-crushing creods 
and heathenish dogmas. Believing that Mr. Nayler's 
able and highly-interesting lectures had created a strong 
desire for more light in the minds of many anxious in­
quirers in and around Stawell, I resolved upon establish­
ing! >f possiblo, Sunday ovening services; and, notwith­
standing the openly expressed fears of many kind friends 
and tho sneers of licensed abusers, hundreds of appa­
rently thirsty souls aided my humble efforts by their 
regular attendance at our temporary place of 
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posting: and we subsequently formed a permanent 
branch ef the Victorian Association of Progressive Spi­
ritists. We are new, as you are aware, erectiaga8ubstan- 
tial Hall, which when completed wiilbo a credit te thecause, 
and an ornament to the town. I cannot conclude this hasty 
glance at our onward march from the tangled cobwebs 
ef superstitious ignorance, without referring to the able 
assistance which the movement has, and is still 
receiving, fronftwo of the pfometefa--Messieufs. Walters 
and Crellin; nor would I now, as your President, have 
alluded to our Sunday services, were it net for the 
kindred relationship that still exists between us in mem­
bership, and who are, with myself, thoroughly satisfied 
that the Boek of Revelation is not, never will bo, 
closed; that God, our heavenly Father, is over willing 
te reveal Himself, and, from time to time, continues to do 
so, by the angelic ministers of His will, notwith­
standing the degrading so-called orthodox teachings to 
the contrary, concerning their primitive Jewish Jehovah, 
whe, it is blasphemously alleged, cursed tho earth and 
the entire race, because the first pair fell, when He must 
have known beforehand that they had not the ability to 
stand; whe formed the world of one language and one 
speech, and in a fit of jealousy, lest they should build a 
tower to heaven, and invade his dominions, cursed them 
with a thousand different tongues, so that they ceuld 
not understand each other's speech ; who tempted Abra­
ham te murder his own Son, and, when he showed his 
readiness te commit the infamous crime, He blessed 
him, and represents him as the best man upon earth, 
because he was most willing to do the worst deed ; whe 
transmuted a woman into a pillar of salt, because she 
dared to leek back upon her burning heme, and linger­
ingly left her friends to perish ; who hardened Pharoah's 
heart, se that he should not let the people of Israel 
go ; and then slew millions of innocent Egyptians, and, 
according to the Dean of Melbourne's recent silly pam­
phlet against Spiritism—

“Turned the waters of Egypt into blood. The mighty Nile, 
from its first cataract, rolled Its course-, of nearly 800 miles, one 
volume of blood. The pools and conduits, with tho vast artificial 
lake of Moerics, the streams of commerce, the reservoirs to supply 
the thirsty lands, the pools prepared to dolight the eye end refresh 
the senses, all were one revolting sea of gore,''

Because he (Pharoah) was so hard-hearted that he would 
or could not let them go; whe has sent all mankind into 
the world with a strong disposition to do evil; allows a 
Devil and his agents to tempt men, and thus make them 
worse than they ^re naturally, and then has se arranged 
matters, that if they persist in what He calls evil, he will 
plunge them into a den of wee, from which there is ne 
escape, but from which the smoke ef their torment is to 
ascend for ever and ever—and we are told by interested 
preachers that it is our duty to love this primitive Jewish 
idol! It was the continual contradictory and conflicting 
doctrines on the soul's immortality 1 had read and heard 
from the pulpit during the course of my life, thatcaused 
me, as it has millions of other thirling mortals since the 
overthrew of Messieurs. Thumbscrew, Rack, and Torch, 
te search for more rational and soul-inspiring truths than 
can ever be confined within the embossed lids of any 
man-made book—taking for my guide the beautifully 
hafmenleus machinery which permeates eur Heavenly 
Father's universal workshop—Nature, and her immu­
table laws—and, ther-cfer-e, in my researches into .the 
Bpiritismal philosophy, I was satisfied that something 
more was intended than the gratification ef an idle 
cur'o'stjf; something more than the pandering to a 
“■"•‘•■ised appetite for the marvellous; something mere 
than the promulgation of oracular platitudes; something 
more than upsetting material objects to the admiration 
of the wonder-lover ; something more than telling the 
•go ef the living, and the so-called dead, &c. for that 
•°mething I, with yourselves, haveladulatrioualy searched, 
aotwntl^(^taadiag the unkind allegations that to search 
a?, we have dene “ constitutes an abandonment ef 
ml aelf-coatfel, and a surrender of the supremacy of 

as informed and enlightened by the senses.”
■Tere was never yet, I venture to say, a religious creed 

Ppoelngatcd among men, which se entirely eschewed 
.ln“ faith, and so fully and always demanded the exer­

emo ef judgment ana the supremacy ef the reason.

Hence it is, we ar*  taught that none of these extra­
ordinary things which are witnessed by so many are 
miraculous, or flow from any suspension of nature's 
but are, on the contrary, in strict conformity with, and 
m execution of those laws ; that, like the steam-engine 
and the magnetic telegraph, they are marvellous only to 
thosewhodonotundertitandthetn, or are not familiar with 
them, like the King of Siam, when informed by a Dutch 
ambassador, that in his_ country, in cold weather, the 
water was so hard that it would bear an elephant if it 
wore there, replied:—“ Hitherto I have believed the 
strange things you have told me, because I looked upon 
you as a sober, fair man, but now I am sure you lie.” 
That those laws, ami the means by which they prreluce 
such results, are as capable of being found out by human 
research ; that the knowledge is not confined to a few 
(as is stated in Deut. xxix. 29), but is open to all, rich 
and poor, high or low, wiso or ignorant, who will wisely 
and patiently search for it, and that when it is attained, 
it cannot but work in the heart “A closer walk with 
God,*  and an intercourse with our fellow men of a more 
olovated character, void of tho real devil, selfishxfssa, and 
devoted to their absolute advancement in all knowledge 
and goodness both in this world and the world to come. 
And now, dear friends, let us agree with our co-worker 
in this great cause, Professor Denton, in declaring 
that our vessel is afloat, the sails are set, heaven wafts a 
prosperous gale. Science is our compass, Beason our 
pilot, and angels point tho way. Already tho goodly 
und appears in view. See its sunny slopes. We can 
even hear its music in faint tones, as it comes wafted 
over the breakers. There stand the friends that in 
youth wo loved, on whose cold graves wo dropped a tear. 
They beckon to us ! No dark cloud obscures our vision; 
no mist, like a curtain, hides from us the home of the 
soul. We do not say, “I hope to join you, if God will 
but help mo, for tho sake of Jesusbut we boldly say, 
“Ye, my brethren, live and love, and wo shall live and 
love also!”

Stawell, 14th May, 1872.

SPIRITUALISM.

HON. J. M. PEEBLES BEFOBE THE TBOT BPIBITBALISTS. 
[From the Troy “Press," Monday February 5, 1872.]

One of tho ablest advocates of Spiritualism in the 
country is with tho Spiritualists of this city at present. 
In our opinion and possibly that of the majority of the • 
Spiritualist congregation, he is really the most sensible 
speaker wo have ever heard in that denomination. His 
pleasing manners, to say nothing of his literary abilities, 
make him fairly beloved byallwheknew himinTroy. Ho 
is to remain hero during this and next month. At tho 
service yesterday morning, after some geed music by 
tho choir and the reading of a poem entitled, “Tho land 
of Forever,” Mr. Peebles said he was glad to stand 
before such an intelligent audience and dispense to it 
tho words of truth and duty ; and thoughts fresh from 
the invisible land of souls.

Spiritualism, said tho speaker, is something more than 
a bundle of dry facts—something more than a sledge­
hammer of spiteful forces mado to demolish every “ old 
faith ” and new theory not openly and officially labelled. 
Toleration was chief among its graces. Theologically 
speaking, Spiritualism was a science and a religion—a 
life and a moral power working in all reforms, and look- * 
ing steadfastly to human redemption. The speaker had 
for the past two months been in a Southern city, and 
coming North he ceuld net help noticing the difference 
in the aspect ef things political and especially spiritual. 
In this Southern city (New Orleans) tne people desired 
him at nearly every service to give them a lecture on 
physical manifestations, er something relating to the 
phenomena. While yeu, said he, have been surfeited 
with phenomenal wonders for full twenty years, and now 
want the philosophy, the practice, the result ef the seed­
ing. The world is full of texts, even ono was suggested 
to the speaker's mind on the way to the hall, viz., ‘‘What 
shall I do to be saved?” Mr. Peebles said he had seen 
accomplished in the South that which he had ever 
preached for—peace; and yet it was a forced rather than 
a willing peace. You have conquered the South the 
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same as Austria conquered Hungary ; Russia, Poland ; 
and as England overcame Ireland ; but you have not 
subdued it; the same spirit and former turmoil yet ex­
ist. The devil cannot “ cast out devils ”—war cannot 
produce peace. No Spiritualist could consistently en­
gage in brutal bloodshed. All were brothers. The 
speaker found hearts just ns i^arm, true and brave, South 
as North ; and, for one, he knew no North, South, East 
or West—no nation, no country; but one universal 
brotherhood and sisterhood of interests. Ho then mado 
quite an appeal in favor of women voting, stating in 
vindication of that right that woman was much moro 
moral and spiritual than man, and her influence would 
in time serve to purify the ballot-box. Mothers and 
sisters are not to be found in billiard saloons and similar 
I daces. Our present lives are but an alphabet of the
ife hereafter. That life is never-ending, and you will 

live as long as God exists. As you live this life, so will 
Jour future happiness be measured. You should not 
ive simply for yourselves, but strivo to help all others 

around you. Man compares in his structure exactly 
with the earth beneath him. There arc four parts in the 
life of a man—the physical, the intellectual, the moral 
and the spiritual. The speaker, while in New Orleans, 

wished to sco the de; 
placo themselves.

wo can send into tho world, whero they will feed that 
one, bless this, give kind words to many others, and who 
will in future, with all mankind, enter that world whero 
all is harmony forever. Amen.

around you. Man compares in his structure exactly 

life of a man—the physical, the intellectual, the moral 

actually went to see a cock-fight, simply bccauso ho 
wished to sco the degraded condition in which men could 
place themselves. Ho would not visit another for the 
world. What wo want is moro harmony in men, that 
wo can send into tho world, whero they will feed that 
one, bless this, give kind words to many others, and who

PROFESSOR WALLACE, f.r.o.s., f.r.z.s., and
Pres. Eth. Soc., p.e.s., &c., on 

SPIRITUALISM AND MESMERISM.

An interesting discussion has occurred in recent num­
bers of Nature. Professor Wallace, in n review of 
Tylor'b Primitive Culture which appeared in The Aca­
demy, takes exception to certain passages in the chapters 
on Animism, or tho Doctrine of Souls, and says—“ wo 
find at times great looseness of statement when Mr. 
Srlor attempts to account off hand for superstitions-'*  

e alludes to tho correspondence of testimony as to 
occurrences taking place at sóances, and impugns Mr. 
Tylor’s logic, that whereas something clojely related to 
spiritualistic facts is recorded by classical writers, and 
occurs now among savage tribes, therefore it is only a 
“ survival of old beliefs,” and unworthy of serious atten­
tion. Mr. Wallace reminds him that possibly “ the 
uniformity of belief may bo due to an uniformity of the 
underlying facts,” and instances tho reception Mesmer­
ism and the evidence for the antiquity of man, met with 
twenty years ago, those being treated just as Mr. Tylor 
now treats what he cuIIb superstitious; it is therefore, 
he argues, “unsafo to deny facts which have been vouched 
for by men of reputation after careful inquiry, meroly 
because they are opposed to our prepossessions.

Mr. Tylor replies in Nature, February 29, and sug­
gests as several having a superficial knowledge of tho 
subject have done here, that magnetic or mesmeric influ. 
ence—to which Professor Wallace had. alluded—exor­
cised by tho mediums, would account for tho correspon­
dence of testimony, and askB was any magnetiscr present 
when Mrs. Guppy made her aerostatic entrance ? Is 
Mr. Homo a magnetiser ? He concludes by Baying that 
as Mr. Wallace is the most eminent scientific man, who 
has taken up what are known as modern spiritualistic 
doctrines, lie no doubt has tho ear of all who hold them. 
“ I think it may bring about investigation loading to 
valuable results if Mr. Wallace will inform Spiritualists 
with the weight of his authority, that he believed in the 
existence of a class of mon who, in his own words, have 
exceptional power of acting upon certain sensitive indi­
viduals, and making them, when so acted upon, believe 
they see what the mesmeriser pleases, and who use thia 
power for bad purposes”—or plainly that in tho presence 
of mediums the phenomena are all subjectivo.

Professor Wallace replies—“ Five and twenty years 
ago I was myself a practised mesmeriser, and was able 
to produco on my own patients almost the whole range 

of phenomena which are exhibited in public as mesmeric 
or electro biological. During the last seven I have had 
repeated opportunities of examining the phenomena that 
occur in the presence of so-called mediums, often under 
such favorable conditions as to render trick or imposition 
simply impossible. I believe, therefore, I may lay claim 
to some qualifications for comparing the mesmeric with 
mediumistic phenomena.

lBtly.—Tho mesmeric patient never has doubts of the 
reality of what he bccb or hears ; he is like a dreamer, 
he has lost hi» memory. Tho assistants at the stance of 
Mr. Homo and Mrs. Guppy arc not in this state, as I 
can personally testify, and as the suspicion with which 
tho phenomena are regarded demonstrate. 2ndly—The 
mesmeriser has the power of acting on certain sensitive 
individuals, not on assemblies of people; and all experi­
ence shows that the proportion of sensitives is small, and 
that they require previous manipulations. Thore is no 
such limit to the number of persons who simultaneously 
bco the mediumistic phenomena. The two classes of 
phenomena, therefore, differ fundamentally. It is the 
mediums, not the assistants, who are sensitives. Mediums 
are almost always mesmeric subjects. The idea that it 
is necessary for me to inform Spiritualists that I believe 
in tho power of mesmerists to make their patients be­
lieve what they please, and that this information might 
bring about investigations leading to valuablo results is 
really amusing, considering that such investigations took 
place twenty years ago, and led to tho most important 
result that almost all the most experienced mesmerists, 
Professor Gregory, Dr. EUiotson, Reichenbach, and many 
others, became Spiritualists. If Mr. Tylor’s suggestion 
has any value they are the very men who ought to have 
demonstrated the subjective nature of mediumistic phe­
nomena ; but on tho contrary, us soon as they had the 
opportunity of personally investigating these, tney all of 
them saw and admitted their objective reality." It will 
be interesting to notice how tho scribblers of the press, 
who write about Spiritualism, being “ played out," will 
account for this opinion publicly expressed by ono of the 
greatest naturalists of the day. They will supply th eir 
lack of argument, doubtless, by attacking his judgment; 
they will rolled on his private character ; they will call 
him names! It will be seen that tho Spiritualists of 
Victoria are in good company, and, having reason and 
truth on their side, they can afford to despiBO tho sneers 
of tho sciolist, the denunciations of tho interested, and 
the objurgations of the superstitious. •

W. L.B.

who write about Spiritualism, being “ played out,’1 will

their

A NEW SPIRITUAL WORK.

We beg to draw the attention of our readers to a 
volume that will shortly be published, viz : “ Affinitt.” 
(A Revelation from the Spirit-world) ; written impres- 
sionally, by William Bowley.

Report op Sub-committee No. 2 London Dialectical 
Society, on Spiritualism.

(6.)

(«■)

W

(Concluded.)

Tho phraseology of communications was 
mostly succinct, redundant words or terms 
being seldom, if ever, employed.
Wo seldom had superfluous or meaningless 
raps, the rapping that took placo conveying 
either original communications or answers to 
our questions.
In order as it were to minimise the power or 
force referrod to, the presumed intelligences 
sometimes preferred to give concise answers, 
rather than to make sustained communica­
tions. For instance, we onco asked, somewhat 
persistently, for an original communication 
and received such words as “ will answer any 
question the same being a compliance with 
our request, clothed, however, in the form of a 
reply.

32.—That from such observation of tho phenomena, wo 
have occasionally found it desirable as a condition to 
success, not to stimulate or evor-tax the rapping ; 
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while at other times no such precautions appeared 
to he necessary or were taken.

88.—That from Good Friday, in March, 1869, until the 
end of the following month of May, the manifestations 
presented themselves under the conditions assumed to 
he such throughout this Roport at our various meet­
ings, with but few instances of failure.

34. ——Th during the following montns of Juun and 
Judy, we continued our meetings as before; but not­
withstanding that we duly observed all the conditions 
assumed to he necessary, and that the two ladies of 
our party wore present, manifestations took place 
upon two occasions only, and then of a subdued and 
apparently weakened character.

35. ——Th faHurcr and succcc^es slike took klaea, under 
the same average condition of health, of weather, and 
of ttmaoratene.

35.—That from August, 1869, to February, 1870, inclu­
sive, your Sub-commiteec held no meetings and 
witnessed no phenomena, but that on March, 7th, 
1870, the raps neOenaed spontaneously, whilst two 
members of your Sub-committee and their wives were 
playing at whist, a third lady (a stranger to the phe­
nomena) being present. At the conclusion of the 
rubber a stance was arranged, when a few questions 
were answered by the presumed spirit, but no original 
communications were made.

37——^-1X0 barring upon tho subebct of conditions, 
we ought, perhaps, to state that a domestic event of 
what is generally termed an interesting nature, took 
place with respect to one of the ladies of our 
party in tho month of February, 1870, inasmuch as 
this may possibly afford some clue to the failure of 
the manifestations during and after tho previous 
month of June.

38. —As suturer rllu8eroting the foregoiog statamonts, 
your Committee think it advisable to give a short 
history of what took place at certain of their sittings, 
names, however, being for obvious reasons omitted or 
altered, and the terms “ spirit ” or “intelligence” being 
used for tho sake of brevity to signify tho power or 
Ceree through which the various phenomena were 
produced. Our first sitting took placo on tho even­
ing of Good Friday, in 1809, there boing six persons,- 
present, three of whom woro members of the com­
mittee. After a time, the table at which we had 
seated ourselves (and which, we had, as a preliminary 
fori^iality, carefully examined) began to move, at first 
slowly, but afterwards more quickly. During a pause 
one of the party exclaimed, “ What singular tilings 
the raps must bo!” immediately upba which we heard 
as if in response, two or three CaiaO, but perfectly 
audible sounds, like tho ticking of a clock, proceed 
from the ctaOne of the table. Tho question was at once 
asked, “Was a spirit present?” Throe raps. “Did 
three raps mean ' ~
acqeitseoneo. “ I_______r___
with us, should three raps mei 
and one no,’ ” “ Yes.” ‘ ___
name through the alphabet?” 
litoinarits being thus settled, one of us was 
speak aloud tho letters. He did so. “ L, 
to “ W,” with which latter lotter camo one of the 
promised raps. The next lottor was A, then L, and 
so on, until the word “ Walter ” had beon given. 
“ Has the spirit any other name ?” was asked. “Will 
it tell us what 'it is ?” “ Yes.” The same method 
which had produced the name “ Walter ” now gave 
usi the surname of a gtatlemea present. “ Is the 
spirit in any way related to Mr A — ?” we in­
quired- “ Fes,” “ Will it state in what degree ?” 
’Yes,” More alphabet work, letter by letter, and 
the result, “ Infant grand.” “ Infant gnanrlathtr ?” 
somebody suggested. Tho ludieroesaess of the sug­
gestion caused us to laugh, in which the spirit 
appeared to join by a number of raps of different 
degrees of intensity. On again with the alphabet to 
the completion of the sentence. “ Infant grand­
uncle.” . Several questions having been aasnened i by 
thj*  spirit, we asked it for an original communication. 
The raps ceatiaelag, we expected the letters now 
taken down would form the message we were to re­

_ . raps.
n ‘yes?'” Several raps, as if in 
If the spirit meant to communicate 

raps meiui ‘ yes,' two ‘doubtful,’ 
“ Wopd the spirit tell us his 

“Yes.” The pre- 
i asked to 

“ A, B, C,” up

ceive, but, instead of such being the case, the words 
given were, “ a new spirit,” -and it transpired from 
what subsequently took place, that a new intelligence 
was in communication with us. The spirit also 
answered a number of questions as to its name, and 
tho time wh°n it was in flesh, &c , as, in factoid also 
other spirits upon subsequent occasions ;but as 
these replies partook more or less of the same 
character, and did not present anything peculiarly 
worthy of note, we have thought it better to confine 
our Report to a short statement of what took placo at 
certain of our sittings where tho most marked mani­
festations occurred, merely observing for your infor­
mation, that at the sittings in question not less than 
two of your Committee were present with their wives, 
and that the whole party never consisted of less than 
five, or more thau seven persons.

39-—At one of our sittings, organized without premedi­
tation, at the close of a musical evening, on the 7th 
May, 1869, a spirit cume, who in reply to our enquiry 
stated his name was Henry. As a lady present had 
lost a relative of that name, she became impressed 
with the idea that it was his spirit who had visited us, 
and this so affoetod her that wo found it necessary to 
bring the sitting to a closo. Two days afterward we 
hold a sitting in the dining-room of a member of the 
Dialectical Society, the party consisting of five per­
sons. For a considerable time no manifestations took 
place, and wo were about to break up the seance 
when two or three peculiarly sharp raps from the 
centre of tho table induced us to continue tho sitting. 
Upon this occasion our hostess was seated in her 
usual placeat the head of the table, having her husband 
on her right, a lady and gentlemen on her left and a 
gentlemen opposite to her. The latter gentleman, 
therefore, occupied the position usually filled by the 
host at the foot of the table. Tho raps being lieard 
a question was asked whether tho conditions were 
satisfactory. “ No.” “ Does the spirit wish oither of 
the party to change places ?” “ Yes." • Perhaps
the spirit will state who is to movie ?” “ Yes " The 
gentleman at the foot of tho table, who had been 
appointed director of this séance, -now named and 
pointed at each porson present in turn, commencing 
with bis right-hand neighbour. A singlo rap was 
given at each name until tho host's turn had arrived, 
when three raps were heard, and ultimately (acting 
under instructions from tho spirit) the host and the 
gentleman at tho foot of tho table changed places, an 
arrangement which at once placed tho former in the 
position he, as master of tho house, ordinarily 
occupied. Tho effect this alteration had upon the 
conditions was at once apparent ; the raps which had 
been remarkably clear and decided before, becoming 
now louder and vibrative, sounding as if the table, an 
ordinary dining one, had beon struck with a small 
hammer. “ Will tho spirit toll us its name ?” “ Yes
—H E N B Y.” When this name was given, we at 
once assumed that the spirit which had visited us on 
tho occasion mentioned before had come to us again, 
and as tho lady who caused tho séance to bo broken 
up then was present now, we feared lest this sitting 
also might bo abruptly terminated. This, however, 
did not turn out to be the case. All parties remained 
quiescent, and the spirit was asked to give the sur­
name it had been'known by on earth. It did so—- 
“ K------- .” We had all expected that tho spirit
would have announced itself as the relative oi the 
lady referred to, but it did not do so, the name given 
being that of a stop-brothor of our hostess who had 
died abroad fourteen years previously. This spirit 
replied in tho usual manner to questions put to it by 
the director (who had never before heard of the exist­
ence of Henry K------- ) stating turuly the name of the
placo and the year in which it had left the llesh, such 
replies being givon sharply and unhesitatingly as if 
for the purposo of identification. It then, as if 
satisfied that it had done all that could be required in 
that direction, persistently declined to answer any 
more questions, but intimated that it had a communi­
cation to make. This communication carefully noted 
and taken down, letter by letter, was as follows :—“ I
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love dear M--------(the chriatian name of ou r ho«teaa)
very much, nlttougt I ke.” At thie point our hoe- 
teee, remembering, ne alio informed ue, thnt her 
brother bad been nn irregulnrcorrcapondent, euggeeted 
“ never -Wrote.” “ No.” “ Perhnpe the epirrt will 

proceedf" enid the director. “ Hnving ‘n e of the 
lnet Word, we ehnll bo glnd to receive the next letter.” 
The interrupted eentence wne reeumed—“ glcctcd 
her when I wne ”—“ Alive ?” eorpebody euggeeted. 
“No.” “Living?” “No.” A rnp clenr nnd dietinct, 
nnd etrnngely euggeetive of nnnoynnce beijig ex­
perienced nt the interruption of hie communicntion. 
The director repented the eentence ne fnr ne it hnd 
gone, nnd it wne nt once continued by the rape—“ on 
enrth. She ought to hnve hnd a L.”—“ A letter,” 
euggeeted the hoeteee, her mind evidently dwelling on 
her brother'e ehortcominge ne n corTeepondent. “No,' 
The next letter rnpped nt wne “ l.” “ We hnve 
nlrendy l ” enid the director. “ The eentence ne I 
hnve it ie, ‘ I love denr M------- veyy much, aRh^ugh I
neglected her when I wne on enrtn ; ehe ought to hnve 

a l.' ” Thie interruption produced n eeriee of ehnrp 
nnd petulnnt rape from the epirit, ne if it were cnlling 
the epenker to order. “ Then the epirit menne double 
‘ l,' nnd the eentence rune, ‘ehe ought to hnve hnd nll.'” 
“ My property ” wne next epelt out. “It wne money. 
X------- my executor hne it.” It cnn be understood
thnt n moeengo of thie pereonnl - nnture thue commu- 
nicnted eurprieed nll preeent, the heeteee in pnrticulnr, 
who becnme ngitnted, but without loeing her preeence 
of mind, While the nnme (n peculinr one) of the 
executor wne being rnpped out in n clenr decieive 
manner, letter by letter, ehe evidently etrove to recnl 
it to her memory, nnd in eo doing hit upon one or two 
nnmee eimilnr to, but not quite the enme ne the nnme 
given by the epirit, nnd which lntter nnme tranepired, 
upon reference to certain lettere in the pesee88ien of 
the hoetese, to bo the correct one. The following con- 
veTenlion thou took plnce with the epirit, the hoet 
himeelf putting the questions:—“ Wny hnve you 
mnde thie communication to ue ?” “ Ae n proof of
Bpiritual exietence, nnd n token of my love to 
M------- .” “ Do you wieh nny etepe to be taken to re­
cover the money ?” “ No ; money doee not give hnp- 
Eineee.” “ Are you nngry with X-------  for whnt ho

ne done ?” “ Animoety doee not exiet in epiritlnnd.”
The epirit intimnted to ue thnt ho wne nbout to depnrt, 
nnd bndo ue good night in the ueunl mAnner, by 'n 
eeriee of rape, loud nt firet, nnd grndunlly dying nwny 
ne if into tne distance. Your Committee hnve eince 
necertnined that Henry K-------  reeided abrond nt the
Slnce nnmed to ue, eevcrnl yenre previouely to hie 

enth, nud thnt ehortly efter thnt event hnppened, Mr.
X------- , his executor, wrote to tho trustees of certain
funded proporty in Englund forming pnrt of the estate 
of the deceneed, requeeting them to eend him n portion 
thereof to ennble him to pny certain linbilitiee, nnd 
nnd autheriziug them to pny the bnl^ce to our 
hesleee (then Miee------) who wne the reeidunry legntee,
nnd who received the enme but nothing beyond ; the 
statements of Mr. X-------- upon the eubject of the
linbilitiee referred to pneeing unchnllenged, nnd no 
nccount whatever hnving beeu rendered by him of hie 
executorehip. Such being the facte of the cnee, your 
Committee inquired whether nny doubte hnd nrieen in 
tie minde of the lndy or her husbauCLas to the truet- 
worthinese of Mr X------- ; but they hnve been informed
thnt so fnr from hnving nny suspicieu upon the 
eubject, tho lndy wne nt the time eo impreeeed with 
the honourable conduct of tho gentlemen referred to 
(whom, it appears, ehe never enw, nnd from whom ehe 

' hae not henrd eince), thnt ehe transmitted to him when 
the matter wne eettled n eum of money (nbove £>60) 
wherewith to purchaee on her behnlf eome Acceptable 
artrcle ne n preeent from her to hie wife nnd family 
We nre nleo neeured by the hoet thnt when he first 
becnme ncquninted with hie wife, nnd ehe eccaeiounllr 

epoke of Mt X—, ehe alwars did so with grent Teepect, 
nnd thnt nothing whatever hnd tranepirea down to the 
time of tho sianee to cnuee her to nlter her opinion ; 
thnt with Tegnrd to himeelf he hnd been perfectly 
pneeive upon the eubject throughout, nnd hnd long

since forgotten the fact that such a person as Mr 
X------- had been in existence ; that he had never in
any way, troubled himself about or investigated 'the 
position of his wife under ber brother's will, the 
deceased having lived and died on the other side of 
the globe, and the whole matter having been entirely 
closedsome considerable time previous to the marriage- 
and it was only since the communication in question 
had been mndo that he had perused certain letters 
which woro in his wife's possession, and which had not 
been looked nt for many years, and ascertained from 
them the facts as stated.

40. —At another séance held in tho evening of the 2nd
July last, six persons were present, four of whom 
were members of your Committee. During a consid­
erable period no manifestation of any phenomena 
took place, and it was only after a long interval, and 
when one ofthe party had left, that some raps enmo 
of a character different to any we had previously 
heard Wo several times asked this spirit whether it 
would tell us its name, and received in reply two dull 
thuds from the table, and it was only after much per­
severance that we at last obtained an affirmative 
answer, followed up by heavy lumpish raps at the 
following letters. “JEM CLARKE.” “Would 
Jem Clarke tell us why he has visited us?', we asked. 
“No.” “Would he make any communication to 
us?” “No.” “ Would he answer any questions?"
“Doubtful.” Wo were discussing the question wo, 
should noxt nut;, when the lady in whose house wo 
were assembled, exclaimed “ Clarke ! Clarke ! why 
that is the name of my housemaid, who is about to 
leave me. Perhaps the spirit is some relative of hers.” 
Three thuds from the table. “ Have you come to see 

hen?” “ Yes.” “ She appears unhappy, Do you 
know why she is going away ?” No responso. “Are 
you her guardian spirit?” “Yes.” “ Perhaps an 
ancestor of hers ?” Three more thuds given as with 
difficulty, and Mr James Clarke had evidently left
us.

41. —Before concluding this our report, we deem it to be 
right to state for your information that when we com­
menced our investigation your Committee consisted 
of three members only, all of whom were totally un­
acquainted with tho phenomena except by rumor, and 
that a fourth member was subsequently added who 
had had a previous acquaintance with the subject, but 
who did not join our party until the last of our suc­
cessful meetings in May.

In our next issue we shall publish abstracts of 
some of the lectures recently delivered in Melbourne 

by Mr. Tyerman.

THE CONVERSAZIONE AT THE TORN VEREIN HALL,

The soiree in connection with the half-yearly meeting of 
the Victorian Association of Progressive Spiritualists 
was held in the Turn Verein Hall, Latrobe Street, on 
the evening of the 24th. About three hundred person« 
attended, tho most of whom were present at tea. Tho 
hall was tastefully decorated with flowers, evergreens, 
and flags, and wore a very pleasant appearance. We 
noticed several nice boquets on the president's table. 
Three long tables stretched the entire length of the hall, 
on which the good things, provided by the Ladies' Com­
mittee, were placed in abundance. At half-past six 
o'clock the proceedings commenced in good earnest, tho 
tables being quite filled. When the tables had been re­
moved, the President of the association (Mr. John Ross), 
addressed the meeting. He apologised for any delays that 
occurred during the tea, as the committee had not prepar­
ed for such an extensive gathering, and this afforded him 
the opportunity to congratulate the members of the 
Association on the highly successful issue to which the 
experiment had been brought. The unanimity of feeling 
that prevailed was most praiseworthy, and he attributed 
it to the sympathy that exists for free thought. Of the 
many meetings held that day, this was the most significant 
—it was unmistakeablv a sign of the times. After allusion 
to the importance of the education question, and the un­
justness of harshly treating those who, for want of » 
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proper knowledge, had allowed their evil passions the 

; he urged increased perseverance with the 
-rent movements of social and scientific societies ; lie 
heartily congratulated the association. To the ladies he 
would tender much praise, as he considered no small 
amount of the success was due to their exertions.

The Secbetaby (Mr. Manns) read the report for the 
nast half-year:—
Ei F-YeArLY REPORT OF THE VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION 

OF PROGRESSIVE SPIRITUALISTS.
Ladies and. Gentlemen,—Tour committee have the 

honor to present to the members of this Association their 
report for the past six months, and in doing so feel grati­
fied in being able to announce considerable progress 
during that time. The number of members on tne books 
at the present are over one hundred.

In reviewing this brief period the committee have 
reason to believe that the change from the Masonic Hall 
to the present place of meeting has, on tho whole, been 
attended with beneficial results, for since the meetings 
have been held here the average attendance has largely 
increased. Although the hall is not so convenient to 
those who come by train, it is more central for a large 
portion of the attendants who reside in the northern 
suburbs. Efforts have, however, since been made to 
secure St. George’s Hall to hold the Sunday meetings 
in, but tho step has not been decided upon.

The action of the committee in engaging Mr. Tyerman 
for a period of six months they feel sure is an important 
one, but they hope that results will fully justify them in 
having taken such a step.

They would, however, wish it to be distinctly under­
stood that they do not desire to monopolize that gentle­
man’s services unless the members of the Association 
wish it, for your committee think it would be produc­
tive of much more good to the cause generally for him 
to lecture occasionally in other places, and in this one, 
by varying the speakers from time to time.

Tho committee appointed to secure the services of Mr. 
Peebles, from America, for a short time, report that 
money to tho amount of £75 was forwarded to him by 
the April mail, and that his arrival may be looked for in 
the ensuing spring. ■

Tour committee desire also to call attention to the 
working of the voluntary system, which has been in 
operation for six months.

The Treasurer’s report will also be put before you, 
which will place you in possession of the results, by 
which they hope you will be able to express an opinion 
as to whether it is advisable to continue that system, or 
substitute another by which moro funds for the working 
of the association shall bo raised.

Your committee also desire you to express an opinion 
as to the advisability of holding quarterly meetings of 
the association, when questions of importance connected 
with tho association may be discussed by tho members, in­
stead of leaving it entirely in the hands of tho committee.

The Tbeasubeb (Mr. Terry) then gave tho heads of 
various expenditures and receipts for the past Jlalf-year, 
from which it appeared that thore was a balance in favor 
of the association of £18 5s. 7d.

Mr. M‘Lean, President of the Stawell Association, 
expressed great pleasure in meeting so large an 
assemblage, and assured his hearers that such meet­
ings must inevitably bo attended with good results; 
he urged the frequency of such gatherings. Speaking 
o*  t^ee religion he believed that the. .Infinite Father and 
Author of Nature had not rested the work on any sin- 
gm individual, but to the whole brotherhood of humanity 
^nged the right of development and progress; he saw 
a bright. future beyond the dark clouds of religious dis­
satisfaction that at present existed. Tho Stawell Asso­
ciation, he said, was in a very promising condition, 

hey had two hundred members and were building a Hall 
at would cost £500. Many circles existed in and 

Stawell, as also at Castlemaine, Sandhurst, and 
e Western district. Many prejudiced opponents of 

.pintualism have been conYmced of its reality, and be 
tankly admitted that at the commencement of his in­

quíne8 he was a steadfast opponent to what he thought 
- .eresy, but came out thoroughly convinced of its truth­
. F'ess- After some further remarks on the great 

“es free thought was making, he concluded by expres-

sing his gratification at meeting such a large number of 
sympathisers with the cause. . •

Mr Tteeman congratulated the members of the As­
sociation on their success, and referred to tho gratifying 
facts Mr. M'Leau had given them in reference to tho 
Stawell Association. They occupy tho same ground as 
ourselves—in fact they are identical—having braved the 
position such enunciation of religious views bring with 
it. Spiritualism, wherever it appears naturally pro­
vokes opposition, and painful prejudices exist against 
not only Spiritualism itself, but against Spiritualists. 
The best way to combat such prejudices was to have 
meetings such as this, often, that people may see what 
Spiritualists really are and learn what Spiritualism is. 
People are too often told what it is net, and he regret- 
ed that so much malicious representation was made on 
tho subject. To those, not members of the Association, 
attending this evening, he would give an outline of what 
Spiritualism was. The generality of the public know 
little of what Spiritualism is. What is seen at seances— 
such as tabletturning, planchette writing, Ac ., Ac., is 
considered the first and last of Spiritualism. The phe­
nomenal is explained, not the philosophy. Philosophy 
and religion aro combined in Spiritualism, and these two 
will blend in the future to an extent never yet dreamt 
of. Spiritualists hold that communion with the so-called 
dead is possible and rational; they differ from the 
churchos on many important points, such as the trinity 
and atonement. Could there bo a more momentous 
question than the future state ? it is indeed a profound 
question, that affects us in many ways. We often think of 
departed friends, what has become of them, whether 
they lie rotting in the grave or whether they live in ano­
ther sphere, we also will soon pass away ; do we die in 
reality ? do we resolve ourselves into the primary ele­
ments ? or do we take a conscientious being in another 
world. Society has no answer for these questions; even 
those believing in tho immortality of the soul differ much 
as to tho condition of tho future existence. Spiritualism 
alone satisfactorily answers the question ; no did not 
take upon himself to say tho belie! was modern, it was 
ancient as regards the essential principle; he considered 
we were indebted to Spiritualism for the only reason­
able evidence of the immortality of the soul. Certain 
manifestations of a spiritual character have undeniably 
proved that spirits have communed with those yet in tho 
flesh—lifted the veil, and permitted a glimpso of tho 
summer-land.

There were two divisions in the ranks of orthodoxy— 
the division of the saints and the division of the hellish. - 
They recognized some power which will arbitrarily con­
sign one portion of humanity to one place and others to 
another. Now Spiritualism teaches that precisely as a 
man leaves this state so lio enters the other ; it denies 
the existence of a hell, and tho theory of every continu­
ing torment, or of any punishment as everlasting. God 
our Father hns given us certain immutable laws, which 
we shall use as a stepping stone to a career of progress 
endless in duration. The influence of spirit teaching is 
beneficial to society. The rationalistic and ritual­
istic movements, aro signs of tho times, two forces 
on foot each working for itself; it showed the 
public spirit exhibiting itself—too liberal—too pro­
gressive ; and one section of orthodoxy sought a 
safety in returning to dogmas of the Church of Rome, 
where tho .right of judgment is donied, and where the 
people are not allowed to think for themselves.

Votes of thanks to the President, tho Ladies' eom" 
mittee, and those kindly .assisting in the entertainment, 
were carried amidst great applause.

Several choruses were very creditably performed, the 
proceedings throughout being interspersed with music. 
The programme was concluded about ten o’clock. A 
few of the members of tho Association availed themselves 
of the opportunity to got up a quadrille party, and hav­
ing procured the services ot an efficient band and M.C., 
a large number of tho audience remained and participa­
ted m the dance, which was kept up till a little after 
midnight. ... . . ,

Thus ended the first soiree in connection with this 
Association; and we unhesitatingly affirm it to be one of 
the most enjoyable and successful gatherings that has 
taken place under spiritual auspices in the colony.
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Country Agents
Oattlemainc—II. Bamford, Bull Street.
Sandhuret—T. C. Southam, View Point. 
Pleatant Creek—Jas. M’Lean.

Agente wanted for all parte of the Oolong.

^ducutisipncnts.
UST RECEIVED, ex “ Penang,” from Boston, all 

the latest Books, Magazines, and Papers on Spirit­
ualism including—Abcana of Spiritualism, by Hudson 
Tuttle. Debatable Land, R. D. Owen. The Temple, 
A. J. Davis. Vital Maonetic Cure. Poems of Pro­
gress. Nature’s Divine Revelations. Modern Amer­
ican Spiritualism. Underhill on Mesmerism, &c.
W. H. TERM SPIRITUAL A REFORM BOOK DEPOT, 96 RUSSELL STREU.

PHOT O - AR T .
BATCHELDER AND CO 

PHOTOGRAPHERS AND ARTISTS,
(Established 1854),

Execute commissions in all styles of Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms. Specimens at address, 
___ ________________ -3:1 O O Xs X. X JT B e

« JU « ~JL*-s±iJfc~x.fc"d.  Af ,

IMPORTER of Spiritual and Progressive Literature.
96 Russell Street, has on Sale the latest works on 

Spiritualism—Magazines, Newspapers, English and 
American—Ranchettes from 2s. each, postage 4d. 
Catalogues sent on application.

JU3T FTT B L IS H H D,
A LETTER

to the
VERY REV. DEAN

being a Reply 
RECENT ATTACK ON

By a Graduate of an University.
Price Sixpence, or 4s. a Dozen.

W. H. Terry, 96 Buetell Street, and all Booktellert.

MACARTNEY, 
to his
SPIRITUALISM.

MRS. LANGS NEW PATENT ECONOMICAL
DOMESTIC WASHING TABLE.

PRICE8 IN MELBOURNE: 
ONLY 378. QD. EACH.

bbibo tiib

Cheapest of all WASHING MACHINE8. 
ON AN ENTIRELY NEW PRINCIPLE.

If two Trestles are required, prloe 7s. 6d. extra.

It Baves time, saves labour, eave soap, saves fuel, saves 
water, saves the clothe», and washes tnem very clear and 
quite clean. No friction is employed: no injurious 
chemicals are required: soap alone is used and cola water. 
The Wathing Apparatus without treetlet i» all that ii euential: 
it can be placed upon any convenient table. The treetle» are re­
quired where there ix no table.

PRINTED TESTIMONIALS SENT FREE BY POST.
JAMES MoEWAN & Co., Elizabeth 8t.. Melbourne.

THE FITZROT SECULAR ACADEMY,
CORNER OF NICHOLSON & GERTRUDE STS.,

FOR
Young Ladies and Young Gentlemen.

Thia Institution is Conducted by
MR. ZMZ _A_ 1ST 1ST s, 

Assisted by Competent Teachers ; and is Established with 
the view of supplying what is felt to be one of the Great 
Wants of the Age, namely, an Educational Establiah- 
ment of a Secular Character, not teaching any Creed nor 
Dogma, but inculcatingprinciples of Morality,and culti­
vating a true sense of Honor. Vacancies for Boarders.

Terms Moderate.
Proepectue forwarded on application to Principal.

8 Ml ‘W X 3NT <3- M A O Et I W B g

REDUCED PRICES.

S I JST G- TE ZR, ’ S
NEW NOISELE88 '

LOCK-STITCH SEWING MACHINE
The But in the World,

At
GREATLY REDUCED PRICES.

STANFORD & CO.,
CORNER OF BOURKE & RUSSELL STREETS,

MELBOURNE.

• 5

TRHBT ZB-A-8 T ,__________________

J. TYERM AN
Is prepared to Lecture on Spiritualism in any part of 
the colony. Address—
Upton Cottage, Brierly Street, Carlton, Melbourne.

¿TOHZTST ROSIER

PREMIER SOOT MANUFACTURER,
(Par Excellence),

45 LITTLE COLLINS STREET EAST,
Three doors from 8wanston Street, and

LITTLE COLLINS STREET WEST,
One door from Queen Street,

46

MELBOURNE. 
--------- o----------  

Bole Patentee of the Canterbury Buckle Boot, registered 
according to Aot of Parliament, 1878.

The boat, friend ono can take with him on a tramp Is a well-flttinff *ud 
sound pair of Boots. Of such nothing at present made surpasses Boater s 
Tour Boots. All the best principles of J. B»’s attainments in the art or 
Boot-making are lavished upon their production. The low broad and suo- 
stantial heels, the straight direction for tho great toes, suitable width or 
thread and depth at the roots of the little toes are the principal points 
flttlng, thus providing for tho anatomical requirements of the foot when 
In motion. To excellence of leather and workmanship may bo added too 
combination of lightness, with strength, amply sufficient to ensure •st'» 
factory and enduring wear.—Prices varying from 26a. according to styles 
selected.

TO THE LADIES.
J. R. devotes special attention to ths manufacture of ladles wear, as re­

gards style, fit, and material. J. H. has the pleasure to Intimate tn**  
his arrangement for the production of the new style of Shoes now so 
muoh.In demand, are oomplete in all details. _ ..

Shooting, Walking, Dress and Parade Boots, Hunting and Jockey Boots, 
Wateaproof Mining Boot. Ac., Ao, . _ , .

Orders from the adjacent Colonies attended to as usual, and fonrarcoa 
by any oonveyanoe desired Up country oommands also punctually attended 
to and sent by coach or rail. _____

Printed by B. Purton It Co., nt their Office, 10« KUiabeth Street, 
tor tho Proprietor, W. H. Terry, »nd publlihod by him at W BuireU Street, 
South, Melbourne.


