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Ab Spiritualism is the key note of the Harbinger of
Light, all the editorial matter which appears in its
columns is essentially in harmony with the fact known
to us, and we 'presume to the majority of our readers,
that man is a spirit habilitated in matter and working
through his grosser environments to a higher and more
refined condition of existence. Hence materialistic sub-
jects rarely find their way into its pages; but when the
editor of a materialistic journal asks for information
about the soul from those who profess, or, as he puts itf
“pretend " to know, we think it our duty to give the
information, even though it may not be estimated by
him at its full value. The question is asked by Mr.
Joseph Symes, in an article bearing his signature which
appears in the Liberator for Sept. 21st, entitled “ Has
Man a Soul 1” It is in the main temperately written,
though disfigured by one or two blemishes, but shows
that however learned Mr. Symes may lie in materialistic
philosophy, his knowledge and experience of Psychology
or the science of the soul is very limited. At the com-
mencement of his article, Mr. Symes lays down the unan-
swerable proposition that the question can never be defin.
itolyanswered until we have exactly decided what we mean
by the word “.souL.” He does not, however, attempt a
decision at this point, but further on, having concluded
that there is ““asoul in man,” he defines it as “the multi-
farious phenomena of consciousness; this assemblage
of states of being—of hope and fear, joy and sorrow, of
conscious pleasure and pain—these are the soul.” And,
he says, “they are all purely physical phenomena; they
are subsequent to the origin of the body.”

This is simply theory; we mean to oppose it by facts,
in the experience of credible witnesses, most of whom
are still in the physical body. Mr. Symes traces the
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Error is passing away, Men arising shall hail the day."
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origin of the belief in soul to the dreams of savages, and
considers that the foremost nations of the earth have
never been able to advance on the savage idea, because
they had no better basis ; he briefly reviews the religions
of the past in support of his position, objecting to their
conceptions of spiritual beings as too material, a mere
reflex of humanity, and says, “ unless the belief in the
soul is supported by something more substantial than the
dreams of poets and sleepers, it must be treated as a
mere fancy-or superstition.” We quite agree with Mr.
Symes here, and for that reason mean to give him and
others some “ more sul/etantial ” reasons for our belief,
though few of them can lie condensed into the small
space available in this article, but we entirely disagree
with him in the following proposition, viz., “ No person
ever saw without an eye, heard without an ear, felt with-
out the tactile power of the skin, or tasted or smelt
without the use of the corresponding senses.” Mr. Symes
evidently refers to the physical organs of sense, and we
mean to show, on good authority, that persons have exhi-
bited at least some of the faculties referred to without
the intervention of the physical senses.

During the last forty years the phenomena of Clair-
voyance has been largely experimented in by a number
of learned men, many of them of considerable scientific
attainments, including the Earl of Crawford and Bal-
carres, F.R.S., President R.A.S., ; W. Crookes, Fellow
and Gold Medallist of the Royal Society; C. Varley,
F.R.S., O.E,, ; A. R. Wallace, the eminent Naturalist;
W. F. Barrett, F.R.S.E., Professor of Physics in the
Royal College of Science, Dublin ; Dr. Lockhart Rolx rt-
son ; Dr. J. Elliotson, F.R.S., sometime President of tho
Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society of London;
Professor de Morgan, sometime President of the Mathe-
matical Society of London; Dr. Wm. Gregory, F.R.S.E,
sometime Professor of Chemistry in the Univerity of
Edinburgh; Dr. Herbert Mayo, F.R.S., and quite a
number of Continental professors.

The books written by the above abound in evidences
of clear sight of persons, objects, and events near and
distant, without the intervention of the physical organs
of sight, but we will simply quote from the book of the
late William Gregory, Fellow of the Royal Society and
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Professor of Chemistry in the University of Edinburgh,
tho third edition of which is now being published ; and
from a recent pamphlet of Dr. Geo. ¥Vyld.

In his opening chapter on Clairvoyance, Dr. Gregory
aaya: N/

When the deeper has reached a certain tage,
notice the bject which t»p|

he will often
to be placed behind him, anil in
ouch fruitions that, were his eym open, he coaid not see them with-
out famin round ; and he will dmeribe them, without teaain for
a moment tn look atnught forward, or downward, toward Hhi
knees, & he very often does, his gye being irmly closed. Ifany-
ttin hedone, however quietly, in any part of the room, he will.
If not ahmrbed in internal contemplation, detect it. This fact, &
well as those concerning the hand of the operator, or of other«, |
have very oftcoseen. They are of daily occurrence.

And further he aaya

That the clairvoyant ran often perceive object«, which are
wrapp”l up in paper, or rnckwol lo
r-reptacloi.

or other ojm<jue
Thus. 1 hare seen dbject described, as to form, colour,
s irfaee, tarkiop down to minute Haw and chippci gdge when
c IcInsnl In paper, cotton, pasteboard boxes, wooden boxes, Box
of papier mAchc, and of metal. | have further known letter«
minutely described, the address, |mml marks, seal, aiul even the
contents, read off when the letters were cnclmed in thick envel<>| &
or boxes. No fact is better attested than thi ; Major Buckley,
who would seem to in an tal degree, the power of pro-
ducing in his subjects thi peculiar: form of clairvoyance has.
Imnight. | believe, upwards of 140 |[>mona, many of them of high
character ami education, and Mofthmeeven in theconsciou »talc.
lo the point of reading, with almost invariable accuracy, although
with occMional mistakes, printed motto  enclosed in box« or in
nutshells.

What has Mr. Symes to say to these eighty-nine in-
stances of seeing without eyes! Later on Dr. Gregory
relates his experiment with a Clairvoyant subject (Mr. D.)
who would go to any place ho desired, and accurately
descrilre them though he had never seen them'with his
physical eyes. That this was not “ Drain-reading ” was
proved by the fact of his describing places which the
Professor had never at the time seen, but sulmequently
visited and verified. The fact that the soul or conscious-
ness did really go to the place is conclusively proved by
tho following oft-repeated experiment: — The subject
professing to lie at some distant city was asked the timo
there, and on comparison it was invariably found to
differ in proper proportion with London mean time.
Home particular experiments were made at the instiga-
tion of Sir W. 0. Trevelyan on this interesting point
with satisfactory results. Dr. Gregory gives the details
of fifty-two illustrative cases of Clairvoyance in his
experience, liesides citing some corroborative coses in the
experience of personal friends. We cannot, however
find room for further quotations, lait will briefly refer to
Dr. Wyld's recent pamphlet. That gentlemen defines
Clairvoyance as “the power which the mind has of seeing
or knowing thoughts and physical conditions and objects
hidden from or beyond the reach of the physical senses,"
and calls it at the suggestion of Professors Blackie and
Donaldson, “ Auto-noecity.””  Or. Wyld gives numerous
j »stances of Clairvoyant phenomena in his experience,
including two cases where Alexis Didier, a celebrated
Clairvoyant (still living) gained £5 notes by describing

them, and giving the number when they were enclosed
= Clairvoyance; or the Auto-Noetic Action of the Mind. A

Demonstration of the ImmorUfity of the soL  Trilbner, London.
IMS.
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in opaque envelopes. He also gives the following two
cases rent him by Henry Thompson, Esq., a friend of
the late Lord Bulwer Lytton :

On one occreion, being in the same room with one of my
mmmeric patients, who was asleep on the sofa, | rose from my
-eat and went to a box in the room in March of the oopy nfa will
1 wished to examine, when my |«timt said, “You will not Bid
what you want in that box ; It is in a box under a window, at |
Gray

1 had no idea it was there, bat being in London a few day
afterwards, | went to 3 Gray™* Inn, and found thedocument in the
box as dmcribed, in the officeof Mr. Devriile.

Inn.”"

Thi case illustrates
both thought-reading and direct clairvoyance.

Mr. Thompson describe his other case as followwsOne day
| was mesmerising Mrs. H. when she suddenly gave an &xclama
tlon and said, ““ Your daught<»r has just fallen off her hone, and
the home is galloping across the |«rk ; bat she is not hurt. Rbs
pulled herself off her horse when opening a gate, the horse having
swerved, being frightened by a dog.” Mr. Th«mlaon #dd —
Thi description waacorrect in every particular.

We could multiply there cases by hundreds (many in
our own experience), but those we have given should be
quite adequate for our purpose. Mr. Symes says (speak-
ing of tlie soul), “ If you mean an independent spiritual
thing, superior to the body, and immortal in itsexistence,
then you go beyond the point where your evidence sets
you down.” We think not, Mr. Symes; you are evi
dently not aware of the extent of our evidences ; we can
only give the merest fraction here, but even that proves
that eminentscientific men, after careful examination, are
satisfied that there m evidence of soul, spirit, or intel-

ligence, disconnected from the physical Ixxly. Cromwell
F. Varley, F.R.S., in his article, ““Phenomena | have
seen,” says:

The late Professor de Morgan ha written, “ | am perfectly con-

vinced that | have both Men and heard. in a manner which should
make unbelief impossible, thing called Spiritual, which cannot be
taken by a rational being to be crgmble of explanation by imp- «
lure, coincidence, or mistake. Bo far 1 feel the ground Armu»l<r
me."

William Crookes, F.R.B., #rit ““That certain physical
phenomena, such m the movement of material $ubstance and the
production of soumls resembling electric discharges, occur under
circumstances in which they cannot be explained by any physical
law at present known, is a fact of which I am as certain as 1 am
of the most elementary fact in chemistry,™

And adds, / canjully endorn both that ftatemmti. He
then gives a series of remarkable phenomena witnessed
by him and in connection with the levitation of objects
without physical contact; he says, speaking of a table
so levitated, “ When the table was 8ff the ground, | have
mentally wished it to come north, south, east, and west,
and it has immediately followed my unexpected wish,"
“ Other and
numerous phenomena have occurred, proving die #&xist
ence (a) of forces unknown to science; (6) the power of
instantly reading my thoughts ; (c) the presence of some
intelligence or intelligences controlling these powers."
He tested maters

and concludes the account as follows :

lisation phenomena with the most per-
fect electrical appliances, and thoroughly satisfied himself
of the separate identity of the spirit forms. The committee
of the London Dialectical Society fully confirm the phe-
nomena called spiritual, and affirm that the force pro-
ducing them, and which is independent of the investi-
gators w frequtnlly dirttitd by intelligent The late
Edward Cox, SergeantalLaw, one of the shrowdeat
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English lawyer», in describing a seance with Dr. Slade,
where only he and the medium were present, with the
sun shining brightly into the room, say :

A | wrote, a hand, which | saw dbtinctly, came from under the
table, seised my waistcoat, and pulled it violently.

Bering thia, I took the pencil with which I was copying the
words, and laid it at the edge of the table farthest from Dr. Blade,
and far beyond his reach, the end of the pencil projecting about
two inches over the ledge. | asked if the hand would take the
pencil. Forthwith a band came from under the table, seized the
|>eodl, and threw it upon the floor. 1 again asked that it would
pick up the pencil and bring it to me. Inaminuteitwas brought
and put upon the table by my side. | saw the hand that brought
it, as dbtinctly as | could see my own. It was a small hand,
seemingly that of a woman.

Again the slate was cleaned and laid upon the table as before,
my hand upon it. In a few seconds the following sentence was
written. Considerable power was used in this writing, and | could
dbtinctly leel the pressure of the pencil upon the slate, and its
motion, at every word was written :—

bl am Dr. John Forbes.
bless you,—J. Fobbxs."

I was the Queen's physician. God

Then follows some more marvellous phenomena, and
the slate is taken from his hand by the invisible force
placed upon his head, and in that position he distinctly
hears writing, and on removing it finds this sentence
—* Man must not doubt any more, when we can come
in this way. J. F., M.D.”

The columns of this journal are studded with evidences
of the independent action of soul or spirit, for any one
who will take the trouble to look for them. In May
number it will be seen that a collier boy read the number
(six figures) of a cheque with his eyes gummed, plastered,
and bandaged, and received the amount for so doing.
In the same number in the “ Experiences of an Investi-
gator” (whom we can personally refer to), are numerous
instances of independent spirit action. In the June,
number, p. 2743, there is most conclusive evidence of
the same from a Master of Arts, of Oxford University.
In July, again, 2157 and 8, there is similar testimony
from the editor of the Wairarapa Standard. It Mr.
Symes and his brother Secularists ignore this evidence,
it is no concern of ours; if they are happy in the con-
templation of a purely materialistic state of things, it
would be folly for us to thrust our beliefs or evidences
upon them, but when they ask for information we are
always ready to give it There are two lines in reference
to Spiritualism in the last paragraph of Mr. Symes
article which we deprecate ; they are abusive and untrue
and we think on calm reflection he would wish they had
been omitted ; they do not trouble us; plenty of the
same kind of mud has been thrown at Spiritualism
liefore, but it does not stick, though it soils the hands of
the thrower. Were we to reprint them, they would
doubtless excite the righteous indignation of some of our
readers, who, if combative would be disposed to retaliate,
and we have no disposition to encourage the dirty busi-
We look upon truth as a beautifni image almost
buried in dirt and rubbish, which we are doing our little

ness.

to clear away. The Secularists are working in the same
direction, though in our estimation not so efficaciously,
but when they turn aside to throw dirt at other workers,
it iscertain they are not helping to uncover the beautiful
image ; we shall, therefore, go on with our work, and
leave the mud-throwing to be done by the other side.
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I't appears that Sir Bryan O’Loghlen and his Bucceasor»
have been stealing a inarch upon the Spiritualists
and Seculaiists in connection with the clause inserted
by him in all theatrical licenses five vyears since,
prohibiting the lessee from charging or allowing charges
to be made for admission to Sunday lectures. The Chief
Secretary having refused to renew the license of the Hall
of Science without the clause referred to & asked by
the Secularists, who are the present lessees, legal opinion
was obtained to the effect that the Government had no
power to insist upon the insertion of the clause referred
to, and fortified with this a formal application was made
for the renewal of the license without it insertion. Mr.
Berry thereupon submitted the matter to the Attorney-
General, who has decided that there is no means of pre-
venting the opening on Sunday of concert tall or other
Building for secular or ordinary week-day &ntertainment

of a character that do not come within the provisions of
the Licensed Theatres' Statute 1865, if such entertain-
ments are conducted in an orderly and regular manner.
As Sunday lectures do not come within that Statute, the
way is now clear for charges to be made for admission to
such.  This will enable the Victorian Association of
Spiritualists to make arrangements for some talented
exponent of their philosophy to take the platform on
their merit

A MORTAL SON OF MAN TURNED INTO THE
ETERNAL SON OF GOD.

Whilst reading the last lecture of Bishop Moorhouse
on the “Distinctive Principle of Christ's Teachings,” and
especially that particular passage in it where he asks the
question: “Is Jesus the Eternal Son of GodF | waaforcibly
reminded of the fate of my fellow craftsman, Michael Ser-
vetus, who for meddling with the dogmas of a barren
theology had to lay down his precious life, and who
might have saved that life had he only answered Bishop
Moorhouse's question in the affirmative, thus showing
that the last 331 years have passed by without the slighV-st
improvement having been made by the Church in
this dogma afout the ditinity of Jesus Christ, and
further demonstrating that a man might still 1«
burnt alive to-day for refusng. to acknowledge that
Jesus Christ was God himself—incarnate God, God
become man — verbum caro factum — were it not
that the governors of a more enlightened human
society had taken the sting out of tho tail of the theo-
logical wasp, preventing the craft from committing any
more murders in the name of Him who was all love, and
who could not have injured the meanest animal crawling
in the dust. But, in order to bring out the contrast of
the times of Calvin and of those in which we are-now so
happy to live under the ecclesiastical rule of Bishop
Moorhouse and Co., with their wings clipped, and with
the eyes of our legislators constantly upon their nimble
fingers, for fear of their meddling with our Education
Act—that sacred palladium of the lilierty of the people
—1 shall here quote frfew linos from Roliert Dale Owen's
celebrated work, “'n>e Debatable Lord,” in which lie
gives so graphic and heart-rending an account of the last
hours of the martyr of truth, Michael Servetus, in tho
year 1553. ““When they summoned,” says R. D. Owen,
“the condemned man next morning to execution, he
liegged to be beheaded instead of undergoing the torture
of tire; adding, that if he had erred it was from ignorance,
and with pure and good motives, and to further the
glory of God. Farell, Calvin's friend and colleague in
the ministry, who had been appointed as his escort, told
him for sole answer that his I»est plan was to recant and
so gain panion. Servetus replied that lie had committed
no crime, nor ever deserved death ; but that he prayed
God to forgive his accusers the sin they were committing
against him. This grievously offended the other, who
retorted sharply, and Servetus ceased to beg further
mercy of man.  This submission so far moved Farell
that he sent to the council praying that Servetus’ punish-
ment might be commuted to death by the axe ; but the
judges were inexorable, and the procession moved toward
the small mount (a modem kind of Calvary), outside of
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the walls, where the sentence was to be carried into
effect. On the way Bervvtus exclaimed aloud, from time
to time, ©®God, save my soul! O Jesus, thou Bon of
the Eternal God, have mercy upon me!

“ Mend thy laat words," aaid his ghoatly comforter: if
thou wold'st save thyself call on Jeaua, Ae fffemof So»
of (Jod.” But he could not 1« moved to thia. When he
approached the fatal spot and naw the stake, with fagots
piled around it, he fell on hia face, praying in silence.

Then Farell harangued the crowd “You see here,
he aaid, “how mighty ia the power of Satan. Thia
wretch who ia about to Buffer death, ia a very learned
man, and perhaps, even, he may think that what he has
done ia right. But tho devil has him in his coils, having
taken entire possession. Take heed that n similar
calamity overtake not yourselves.”

When Servetua arose from prayer, Farell made a last
effort to procure from him a confession that Christ was
tiod» Sonfrom all eternity. But in reply, he only cried
out: “ My God, my God !"" Can't you aav something
liettrr than that! persisted the preacher. “What bettar,
replied the poor wretch, ““than to call on God in my
utmost need!” Then he entreated the bystanders to
pray for him.

At the very last, I«fore he was committed to the
executioner’s hands, Farell exclaimed, “ The. Eternal Son
of G'od, say but that I Not a word from the convict
in reply!l He was fastened to the atake by a strong
chain al«out his body, and a rope passed several times
around his neck, the look which constituted hia crime
I>eing tied to his loins.

When he saw the fagots kindled, and felt the first
touch of the flames, he cried out so piteously that the
crowd around were thrilled with horror. The furl was
green oak wood, and his tortures lasted a full half hour.
Borne of the spectators, urged by irresistible compassion,
flung burning fagots over his body, the sooner to end his
agony. His very last words, pronounced in a loud voice,
were these : ““Jeaua, thou Son of tho Eternal Ood, take

>n me.""

perished, martyr to his religious opinions, a Pro-
testant whom Mosheim declared to have been “one of
the most thoughtful and learned men of his day.” Calvin
caused his death.

Yes, Calvin caused the death of Servetua, a mere
theologian, a would-lie reformer, murdered by his sole
word, a truer Christian, a truer follower of the Nazarene
than he was himself. The Homan Inquisition could have
done no more. What difference is tl»ere between this
Golgotha of Geneva and that other Golgotha of Jeru-
salem | 1 can see none. No wonder the spectators of
this scene of hell-fire, enacted, if by any one, by a fiend
from hell itself, were horror-struck at the sad spectacle per-
formed in the name of fanaticism, blasphemy and bigotry !
No wonder that the people,moved by such atrocious deeds,
fell gradually away from their heartless shepherds, who,
like wolves in sheep's clothing, were devouring the beat
of their flocks for no other reason than that of mere differ-
ence of opinion.  The Jewish Sanhedrim were no more
guilty of murder than was Calvin—this Jew of a Chris-
tian. A sad specimen of a reformer this | But examples
like these were, | suppose, necessary in those dark times
to rouse the dull and bigoted hearts of the people living
under the heels of sacerdotal authority, to open their
eyes to the wanton cruelty of their spiritual leaders, and
to teach them to devise means for curbing and fettering
the bloodthirsty instincts of those who, under the pretext
of taking care of their souls, ruined both their souls and
bodies—and would ruin them still.

And now, thirty-three generations after the martyrdom
of 8ervetus, who then already could not look upon the
self-styled Son of Man as the eternal and only-I>egotten
Son of God, we have so enlightened and so learned a
man as Dr. Moorhouse promulgating the same identical
dogma of the divinity of Christ, forgetting altogether,
in his theological blindness, that the very man whom he
wants to elevate upon the throne of God, taught man-
kind, in the only prayer he ever recommended to us, to
pray to our Father in heaven, and not to himself, well
aware that in his weaker momenta, and in his final agony
on the cross, he himself offered his prayers to the same
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All-Father. Thus it is that, in consequence of the
superhuman character ascribed to man's sublimest teacher
by the clergy of orthodox Christianity, the same clergy
are daily losing ground, and their flocks in utter bewil-
derment, not knowing which way to turn for the truth
and light promised to them, follow hot-gospellers of every
description, the Bankeys and die Moodies, the captains
and generals of Salvation Anniea, leading their forces
straight to the lunatic asylums and moral and intellectual
degradation. It isa strange sign of the times when such
men as the late Archbishop of Canterliury, in their own
impotence to preach the gospel of God effectually,
look upon men like Booth as providential pheno-
mena and messengers of the Meat High sent to
save mankind from total spiritual ruin and perdition.
Fine apostolic successors are these who allow them-
selves to be led by empty-headed ranters and pious sensa-
tion-mongers ; to a nice pass has, in these latter days,
come the Church of Christ, which after 1800 yean of
experimenting has not been able to hatch a better scheme
for the spiritual guidance of the people than that of the
soldiers of the Salvation Army. Well might one say
with the prophetic Hector, "'eteelai komar.” Yes, a day
shall come, when what is now called Christianity will 1«
no more ; when the spurious doctrines of the present
churches, fraudulently grafted on tho pure teachings of
Jesua of Galilee, will be swept off the face of the earth
in order to make room for a new religion, which will lie
able, by inculcating the eternal truth of the immortality
of the human soul by every-day facts presented to the
reason and to the senses of the people, to teach the
coming race a sounder morality and more lasting prin-
ciples of conduct for the life hero and hereafter, making
it unneccsaary to constantly point to the flesh and l«me
resurrection of a carnal Christ as the only hope of our
own future resurrection.

It is truly strange that a man with the profound, learn-
ing of Bishop Moorhouse should be so deficient in critical
acumen an not to have discerned long ago how Jesus
Christ gnuluaud from the son of Mary to the Son of
Man ; from that to the Son of David ; from that, sur-
passing Abraham, David, and Solomon himself, to the
Son of God, or the Holy Ghost; from that to the FstAmss
or Logo»; from the L~got to the Metathronos, or pleni-
potentiary of God Almighty, rid divine hypostasis, in
which capacity he became as much the ruler of the
universe and the presiding arbitrator of mankind at the
last judgment as his co-etemal Father, to whom, in the
beginning of his Messianic career, he prayed as our
common Father in Heaven.

The reading of works like those of David Strauss, Erm-»t
Renan, and of the more thoughtful and mild Keim, seems
to have inado little or no impression on the Bishop's
mind with regard to his estimate of the true character
and personality of Jesus; and this fact, being obliged to
give the Bishop credit for out and-out sincerity, we can
only attribute to his early theological training, comlAnrd
with a certain amount of obligatory quotidian devo-
tional exercises of a special orthodox cast which
keep the mind enthralled in the bonds of a peculiar
pious somnambulism, from which it is perhaps as difficult
to awake as it is to assert one's independence from
the tyranny of the Thirty-nine Articles. It may also
be mentioned in this connection that it was a pity the
modern Christian clergy did not imitate the example of
the Jewish Rabbis and of Jesus Christ himself by jcant-
ing and practising a trade, which would have had the
beneficial effect of making our priests and parsons leas
exclusive, leas onesided, and better able to appreciate the
hard lot of their Christian brethren who, in accordance
with the stern command of God and that of nature, have
to earn their daily bread in the sweat of their faces.
But by some singular disobodionco to the word of God,
our modern apostles have succeeded in establishing a new
order of things, and instead of working during the six
working days of the week, they work on the very day
appointed for rest, and rest during the remainder of the
week. Had these apostolic successors taken to some
trade, as their predecessors did, some to fishing, some to
carpentering, some to bricklaying, some to tent-making,
as Paul did, they would have been able not only to earn
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their own living independently of plate« and church-
tollection which of late have to be supplemented from
a constantly decreasing Bishop's fund, but they would
have been also in a better humour for preaching on the
day of rest a sounder and more practical sermon to their
brethren. But the time is approaching fast, when a little
more real church-disestablishing and separation of state
and church will bring our spiritual guides to their senses,
and rouse them up from their unnatural day-dreams of
immaculate conceptions, human apotheosis, divine
hypostasis, metathronos, et hoc genu» omne of meta-
physical and transcendental speculations, which
an- no benefit to man and an abomination in
th« eyes of a montheistic God and Creator of the
universe. Eteetai hemar—a day of jj¢ht will come,
when all mankind will open their eyes and look back with
astonishment upon their past religious life so full of
falsehoods, errors, and inconsistencies ; and that day will
be a real day of judgment, enlightened reason, and com-
mon sense, when every man will be his own priest, his
own interpreter of the voice of God ; when every man
will, from his own positive knowledge, kn~w that there
is a life after this life, and that their future lives will be
principally shaped after their lives on thisearth, and that
neither priest nor parson can whitewash soulson the brink
of eternity, in the name of Jesus, and that the vicarious
atonement is a fiction only invented to ruin human souls,
lulling them into a kind of comfortable sleep over their
self-conscious transgressions during life; only to find after
their waking that it was all a huge mistate, and that
the only responsible persons for human sins are the sin-
ners themselves ; and that the blood of Christ was not
spilt for their sins, but for the sinsof those who crucified
him, the greatest man in all Jewish history; no eternal Son
of God, but one of the many Sons of the Eternal God, to
use the dying words of a martyr for the truth, who really
believed, and acted on his belief—that he was bom to
this end, and that for this cause he came into the world,
that he should bear witness unto the truth. Every one
that is of the truth heareth my voice ; but a world of
Pilates, 1 am afraid, will still ask for some time to come,
fi extin aletheia? What is truth ?
C. W. ROHNER, M.D.
Tungainall, 11th September, 1884.

WELLINGTON.

Since my last to you there is nothing remarkable to
report in connection with matters Spiritualistic, but
progress has been made in organisation. First, consider-
ing the public phase of the question, the efforts made in
the country districts to establish Associations have been
fairly successful. One has been started within the
month at Greytown, another at Woodville. In both
places many circles have been formed, and meet regularly,
the result being encouraging development of different
phases of mediumistic power. Earnest upholders of the
cause in public have not been wanting. Mr. Watson
has, as you know, taken to the platform as a lecturer, at
Greytown. Mrs. Wotton, of Palmerston, has followed
his example, and after speaking at Palmerston betook to
Woodrille, and discoursed there with excellent effect
Of the details of the many séances held | know nothing
more than that they are regarded as highly satisfactory
by the sitters.

.Of the Gisborne and Napier Spiritualists | have sure
advices.  Spiritualism has made greater advance at
those places than at any other part of this colony. The
manifestations are really remarkable, aud include the
levitation of ponderable bodies from one room to the
other, through closed doors and windows. All the orna-
ments from one chimneypiece were removed and de-
posited on the other ; while matter half a mile distant
was brought in an instant to the séance room.

In Wellington the movement is sluggish. A very
promising circlo had to break up on account of the
health of three of the sitters. Good manifestations had
been obtained. Some of the messages were remarkable
for their originality and consistency. A message came
to one of the sitters from a brother who had died when
eqly a few days old, and who averred that he grew and
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progressed in spirit-land and had rmched yean of dis-
cretion. The question thus rai»~i m to identity ¥ now
in course of settlement, information on the point haring
been sent for to England. Another menage involved a
curious question of the disposal of property by will; the
document, we were informed, had been hidden in a mat-
tress by an interested party. A letter to clear up this
point has also been sent to England.

I cannot say much in favour of the progress of the
Wellington Spiritualistic Association.  Many meetings
are regularly held, and the private results are said to be
good. A mistake, however, has been made in giving
into public exhibitions too early. A medium that had
been developing for many months was thought to have
advanced sufficiently to withstand the test of public
criticism, and the public were accordingly invited to pro-
nounce upon his capacity. This happened on Monday
evening last, at the Athenrum, when a large gathering
assembled to listen to an inspirational address from Mr.
Wright. | had heard the man once liefore at a semi-
public meeting, and thought nothing of him, and had no
reason to change my opinion on the second occasion.
The affair proved a miserable failure and threw a heap of
discredit upon the cause. All the local papers agreed
upon the wretched character of the display made. It is
to be hoped that the man will reserve all exhibitions for
the delectation &f his circle of private friends who,
strange to say, believe in him with surprising devotion
and pronounced the miserable jumble ef sentences the
other night a good lecture.

September 17ih, 1884.

TAWHIAO.

We have advices of the arrival in New Zealand (by the
last San Francisco Mail) of Mrs. Lena Cook, a personal
friend of Mrs. E. L. Watson's possessing good mediumistic
powers, which we have reason to think will bo available
for investigators. Mrs. Cook only intends to make a
short say in New Zealand, and will probably be in
Melbourne in a few weeks.

DECEASE OF ANNA MARY HOWITT WATTS.

The above talented lady, daughter of the late William
Howitt, passed over to the spirit world from the residence
of her mother, Deitenhain, Tyrol, after a brief iliness on
the 23rd of July last. For many years past she has been
an earnest and intelligent worker in the cause of Spirit-
ualism, contributing to severalof the spiritualistic journals
under the initials of ““A.M.H.W.,” and only last year
published the initial volume of “ The Pioneers of the
Spiritual Reformation.” ¢ The following tribute to her
memory is extracted from an “ In Memoriaiu ” which
appears in Light of August 2nd :(—

“ She was spiritually and psychically gifted in a very
high degree, and her work, valuable as it was from the
care and pains bestowed on it by an intellect of rare
culture and refinement, derived an added value from the
gifts of the spirit that were bestowed in rich measure upon
the writer, as well as from her own gentle and kindly
nature. Of her it may with truth be said that in all that
she wrote through all these long years no word of anger
or of bitterness, nothing that could wound or hurt, no
unseemly fling at any man's honest beliefs, can lie dis-
covered by the minutest search. Such 'thoughts were
alien from her nature : they could have found no harltour
in her mind. She had clear preceptions of truth, and her
loving nature was content with setting them forth as tlic
best antidote to error.”

The (N.Z.) Preethought Review for August 1st contains
an able article by Mr. Joseph Braithwaite on Christianity
and Modern Psychological Phenomena. In it Mr.
Braithwaite puts both lucidly and concisely psychological
facts and their inferences, showing at the same time
their harmony with and solution of New Testament ph<
nomena, which without the means of corroboration by
comparison with similar phenomena in the present
would be deemed incredible by most men in this ration-
alistic era.

« Beviewjd in the Harbinger for April, 18M.
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FKEETHOUGHT.

For yean past the genius of freethought has been
abroad among the peoples of the earth, permeating all
classes of society with its enfranchising influence, releas-
ing one after another from the thraldom of supentition
and dogma, and, like the flowing tide, momentarily rising
higher and higher. But there seems to be a law, uni-
versal in its operation, by virtue of which action is
always liable to be followed by reaction ; and it should
not, therefore, surprise us if we find the human mind in
some unsuspected directions, and to a considerable ex-
tent, obeying for a time this reactionary impulse. For a
time only it can be, since the powerful forces which are
at work urging man upward and onward can but accu-
mulate energy by opposition, as the torrent gathers its
strength behind the obstruction in its path, until every
I>arrier irresistibly swept away. If man, however,
has an inherent progressive tendency, he has also the
tendency to harden, crystallise, and stagnate, which has
constantly to Imj fought against. It may jxissibly be that
I>oth these tendencies are, within due and proper limits,
indispensable to the well-being, comfort, and orderly pro-
gress of humanity in its forward march, in order that
such progress may be made without a too violent and
inconvenient upsetting of those familiar landmarks
around which society is settled. Nature, Destiny, Provi-
dence, or by whatever name we may choose to call the
great over-ruling Power which guides humanity as a
whole, though inflexible in its decrees when the appro-
priate time has come to “ ring out the old, ring in the
new," seems yet to have a somewhat tender regard for
that which is passing away and becoming obsolete, or
rather, for the feelings of those whose lives, recollections,
and sympathies are bound up so closely therewith, and to
i»refer to lay it softly to rest, rather then violently and
unceremoniously toeject it from the scheme of things, and
it might be well if some of our iconoclastic friends would
learn a lesson from this. It might moderate their fiery
zeal, without diminishing their solid earnestness. Within
due and proper limits, however, is rarely kept either the
progressive or the opposite impulse. On the contrary,
mankind is prone to extremes ; the path pursued up the
hill of progress—possibly on account of its steepness in
some places—being often of a zigzag character, which,
while undoubtedly advancing by gradual stages, yet in-
volves a kind of retracing of steps that have been
taken.

Amongst those who have participated in the progres-
sive tendencies of the age, and become freethinkers,
having thrown off much that injuriously shackled their
mental freedom, are a class who, notwithstanding these
advantages, exhibit to a deplorable extent the extreme
reactionary tendencies to which reference has I>een mode,
and have deliberately barred their advance in knowledge
in some all-important directions. We mean the dogmatic
Materialist, who, having woven an ingenious yet shallow
and unsatisfying system of philosophy in which many
facts that are testified to by a multitude of not altogether
untrustworthy witnesses can find no place, are tempted
to be fully as blind to them as ever orthodox theologian
id, the good old times was blind to the facts and dis-
coveries of a Galileo. How much “ freethought ” of this
type exists, is only too well known to such students
of psychical and spiritualistic phenomena os have endea-
voured to gain a fair hearing for their facts from men of
this class. It is a type that, fortunately, is getting be-
hind the times, and freethinkers who pride themselves
upon the preservation of this stolid and immovable atti-
tude of mind will ere long experience the sensation—
grievously intolerable to those who plume themselves
upon being in the very van of progress—of having been
left in the rear, as much behind the age os is the stage-
coach of our forefathers, and of being relegated to the same
lumber-room of old curiosities as the dogmatic theologian
who upholds the literal accuracy and plenary inspiration
of the Bible. They will probably discover this only
alowly, but their eyes are sure to be opened at last.

That a feeling against this species of pseudo-freethought
is gaining ground is evidenced by its having frequently
found expression in the invention of new terms whereby
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to designate that mental freedom which is so glorious a
I>00n to all, and which is professedly the loadstar of the
freethinker. Terms such as “ progressive thought,™
“ fairthought,” “ unfettered thought,” and the like, have
been so many protests against the unphilosophical posi-
tion assumed by many who, notwithstanding such
position, still claim to deserve the earlier and more
familiar designation.

The man imbued with the spirit of the coming age is
not of this calibre. Openminded, fearless, and truly free,
his aim is Truth, and not a fixed creed—whether re-
ligious or non-religious.

A thousand things, small and great, point to the
approaching Reign of Soul—whichis not by any meai s
the reign of orthodox theology. It is a reign founded net
on dogma or tradition, hope or speculation, but upon a
nobler science than has ever yet dawned upon the world.
The marvellous spiritual powers enshrined in the human
temple, which, though as yet but little cultivated, are
familiar to the well-read and experienced Spiritualist,
and to the student of Mesmerism, Clairvoyance, Psychc-
metry and allied subjects ; the vast and daily increasing
number of facts, of such variety and beauty, proving the
presence and activity of spiritual intelligences ; the daily
wider spread and deeper growth of the Spiritualistic and
kindred movements, having—whatever their divergences
—the one grand central objectof vindicating the spiritual
in human nature on a practical basis—all point in this
direction.

Even material science—that goddess whom our too
confident Materialistic friends worship with so much
devotion—will turn against them, and leave them in the
lurch, for the indications are many of her gradual
advance toward the realm of spirit. Have not
those eminent scientists and professors, Stewart and Tait,
asserted that “‘immortality is strictly in accordance
with that principle of continuity which has been guiding
all modern scientific advance that “ they have Iteen al -
solutely driven by scientific principles to acknowledge the
existence of an unseen universe, and by scientific analogy
to conclude that it is full of life and intelligence, and is
in fact a spiritual universe and not a dead one} ar.d
further, “ that they were led by strict reasoning on purely
scientific grounds to the probable conclusion that lifefor
the unseen, through the unseen, is to be regarded os the
only perfect lifel” And Professor Tait is recorded us
having given utterance to the conclusion that hitherto
the corridor leading to the unseen universe has been
walled up in the name of both science nnd religion, but
that in the twentieth century that wall will be thrown
down from turret to foundation stone, and scientific and
religious thought will be reconciled by an appeal to f/is
reaZittes of the unseen world—a forecast which does great
credit to the Professor’s sagacity.

Then we have some noticeable anticipations expressed
by Professor Crookes at the conclusion of his masterly
lecture and exposition on the subject of “ Radiant
Matter,” delivered before the British Association for the
Advancement of Science, in 1879. He says: ““Instudy-
ing this fourth state of Matter, we seem at length to
have within our grasp, and obedient to our control, the
little indivisible particles which with good warrant are
supposed to constitute the physical basis of the universe.
We have seen that, in some of its properties, radiant
matter is as material as this table, whilst in other pro-
perties it almost assumes the character of radiant energy.
We have actually touched the border-land where matter
and force seem to merge into one another—that shadowy
realm between known and unknown, which for me has
always had peculiar temptations. 1 venture to think
that the greatest problems of the future will find their
solution in the bonier land, and even beyond; here, it
seems to me, lie ultimate realities—subtle, far-reaching,
wonderful.

==Yet all these were, when no man <lid them know,
Yet have from wisest agca hidden bccne ;
And later times things more unknown shall show.
Why then should witlease man so much miswecne,
That nothing is but that which he hath scene | *

Still further along the road leading from the one
domain of knowledge to the other, we have the valuable
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result« of those carefully conducted investigations of the
London Society for Psychical Research, which are still
being pursued despite the cheap sarcasms of learned
critics. Even the clumsy and comparatively trivial per-
formances of a Stuart Cumberland, with his quite inade-
quate ““muscle” theory of thought-reading, might serve,
to any eyes but those almost wilfully blind, as a finger-
post pointing still in the same direction.

Outstripping, not upon the swift wings of imagination,
but justified by the sober facta within his experience, all
these pointers and prognostications, the Spiritualist
beholds the coming time, the signs and foretokens of
which, like the melody of distant music, are trembling
on the air, when the spiritual powers now, with all their
vast possibilities of elevation and service, latent in hu
inanity, and the grand realities of the unseen universe of
life, intelligence, and love, shall lie as universally recog-
nised as are the rays of sunlight that bless the returning
day, and when communication by the aid of spiritual
forces between the minds in Ix>th worlds shall be as
regular, continuous, and indeed as commonplace and
practical as the constant communication, by means of the
subtler physical forces, between minds in the two hemis-
pheres now is; a time, moreover, fraught with more
powerful incentives to the practice of goodhess and
virtue than have ever yet come fully into operation.

While we deprecate the attitude of mind indulged in
by those who form the class of unprogressive freethinkers
to which we have referred, we do not wish to be under-
stood as unduly blaming themselves. Recognising as we
do the law of progress, we must also recognise that to
all progress stages are incidental, and are therefore right
and proper for the time being. Butwe would urge them
to aspire to nothing short of the whole truth, ana pledge
themselves to seek the truth at any cost, to welcome it
in spite of all prejudices, to spread a knowledge of it
among the people at al) hazards. We would unite with
them, with all, upon this platform, over which should
wave the banner of the Truthseekers, than which there
cannot be a nobler name, or one more fitted to awaken
oar utmost enthusiasm.

HEAPHY'S GHOST.

The matchless beautiful story of the artist's remark-
able experience, now wisely republished, in keeping
with the progress and advance of respectability of outside
readers, formed at its first appearance in All the Year
Round one of the most attractive testimonies to occult
phenomena to my mind in my development of experiences
and views. In fact, it lifted me, as it were, completely
off the rails of materialistic philosophy every thinking
and progressive mind is apt to arrive at and stick to,
save if psychological events call out for a “stop!” The
impression was greatly enhanced, when | saw, at the
rooms of the Association of Spiritualists in London, this
charming portrait myself. Since then, after violent
changes in my career, it dropped completely off my
memory's store, and finding no allusion made later on mi
spiritual periodicals to this fascinating incident, | Hel|
to complete oblivion by suspecting some flaw having come
out in the chain of evidences. It was at a critical
period of criticism, where the least scratch on reliability
of testimony would hurl the whole concern out of sight.
Now after thus totally dismissing this romance, in spite
of some strong points of genuine psychic influence, 1
alluded to a friend last week on a sudden to this story,
without the slightest trace of our conversation Tending
towards this direction of my memory, and when, a few
days after this impression, | received the reprint of it, |
cannot deny, trifling as the accidentally close moments
appear, to have felt a kind of reminder that the in-
visibles are still around me, watching the course of my
further work, and I believe, if these would and could
influence my brothers (if 1 have such co workers in the
cause of salvation from forced growth of faith) then some-
thing might be yet achieved in this fair city, which
might repay for endless troubles and bitter disappoint-
ments. | cannot put down my pen as a powerful
influence touches my mind to utilize another recent
experience for the benefit of all those readers who cannot
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see a clear path through the smoke caused by the bowls
on impoaton and books circulated to mislead the novice
in a strange land. A striking incident may prelude my
reflections. A lady friend, who delighted me with her
evident inclination of believing without even personal
experience«, seemed suddenly drawn off the line of
desiring further argument, for she asked me, with a
telling glance : * L>id you ever read the book, * Confes-
sions of a Medium F " and | shuddered in the thought
that this villanous speck on the credulity of sceptics
should have disturbed my lady ! | postponed my reply
proper, at once resolving to embody it in a letter to the
Harbinger, reckoning on some extended field of useful-
ness by so doing. One of the manufacturers of this in-
famous book is a medium who played a stupendous part
in my seances. The other half of authorship is also
well knoan by me. This medium (whose name | post-
pone to add, brought constantly, sometimes to my annoy-
ance, his cousin, a girl of about 12-13 years of age, into
my seance, to sit near me during materialisation, as it
helped to draw power. His affection for this child per-
mitted no attempt to persuade him to leave her at home,
and as the girl looked with evident delight on the
mysterious form of “ Bertie,”" her presence became even a
desirable element of arrangement also to me. Now, in
this book (condemned by Light as containing such false-
hoods as preventing entire perusal) the disclosures include
this girl as the actual performer or actress of the ghost !
I can only add, that 1 don't even lielieve in a later con-
federacy with this girl, if | take into account a short but
cutting chat with the madly corrupted medium in
question, which ended, my further desire to have any
more to do with that scamp. He tried to force on my
imagination that my spirit-guide materialised through his
mother, was personated by that servant girl in the house.
This servant girl sat—on request of the medium—
in these seances close to me during the evolution and
perfect shaping of “ Bertie,” and when | accented this
circumstance to my would-be undecaiver he quickly
quitted the ground, and | too, in opposite directions.
The other author and brother Judas undertook to repro-
duce a cast of a spirit-foot to expose Mr. Oxley’'s and my
gross illusions in this pretended test The ridiculous,
miserable attempt ended in accepting a few shillings out
of sheer compassion on part of Mr. W. Oxley. My dis-
gust forbids me to dwell any longer on this filthy book,
but as I made the sad experience of its possible effect,
apart from the astounding fact to find it circulating in
decent quarters, ] feel sure to do some good by pointing
out these facts as sufficient to prevent further harm in
refined circles of inquiry. If I am soft in thinking
the spirits touch my pen, my good intention must plead
for excuse if | rend another piece off a certain veil, and
recall my rencontre with"

IRVING nilSHOP AND CUMBERLAND.
Ono evening at Williams' three well-dressed strangers
bewildered us about permitting them to join in the
seance, but explanation seemed satisfactory, and we
formed the chain of hands—after the chain of honour, not
to interrupt secured confidence. At the very height of
stupendous powerful manifestations, one of the traitors
struck a match, and music-liox, Ac., fell on the table,
whilst not the slightest change of our linked hands
showed anything like a fraud.

The gentlemen parted in evident perplexity, and a few
days later Mr. Williams showed me, and | read the
letter of one of these gentlemen, expressing his acknow-
ledgment and admiration of the genuine mediumship of
Mr. Williams ! This letter was that of Stuart Cuml«r-
land! Of the other two individuals, one was Irving
Bishop, who drew such large semi-clerical audiences and
cash by exposing Spiritualism for charitable aims, with
very suggestive after revealmenta about expenditures !
Why and how could after this the name of both figure
under the notice of the central association is a pheno-
menon (to me) on the mundane side, which beats my wits.
Why would Williams not, in proper time, publish this
letter, which puts these villains in the proper, and such a
light, that the high folks soiling their hands by contact
with such scoundrels would retire ashamed from the area
of scandal and slander. Are the mediums so cowed by
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the tyranny of fraud prejudice, fostered by so-called
scientific investigators, that such clearing up must come
from tar off and after a long period of mischief. ~ Where
are greater impostors to bo found than thou pretended

exposers " who reckon with admirable smartness on the
pitiable weakness of credulous sceptics as the Iteat-paying
majority in *specs” of a psychical naturef As nobody
can dare to contradict my above statements, which are
simple truths and facta, | fully believe that in present
evident crisis for the claims of boasted skepticism, their
being brought to the front may be a wholesome signal for
a purification of the situation.

Adelaide. Yours truly, C. REIMERS.

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS

Tiie Annual Meeting of the above Association was held
in the Lyceum Hall on Sunday evening, Sept. 14th,
Mr. 0. Johnston (the retiring President) in the chair, and
aliout 150 persons present Mr. T. Lang, who o ated
as Secretary pro. Um., read the Balance Sheetand Report
for the |Mut year. The following is the Balance Sheet for
year eriding 31st August, 1884
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The foregoing having been received together with the
report, Mr. Johnston read over the following nominations
for office, intimating that as the nominations were not in
excess of the required number, the whole of the ladies
and gentlemen mentioned were duly elected,—Preaident,
Mr. Charles Johnston ; Vice-President, Mr. W. B.
Howley; Mr. J. Lang (declined) ; Treasurer, W. H.

Terry; Secretary, Mr. C. H. Bamford; Committee
Messrs. C. Watt, J. G. Hoogklimmer, H. Moore,
J. Codling, T. Naylor, H. Bamford, E. Gill; Mcs-
dames Andrews, Moore, Tulloch, Johnston. The report

was generally approved and a motion carried that it be
inserted as an advertisement in the Age, a collection
I>eing made to defray the special expense of same.
A member complained that the Association did not
publicly demonstrate the facts of Spiritualism, but
tho President pointed out that this was not con-
templated by the Association. It was a work for
tho investigator to do himself. Mr. Terry said the
formula of the Association was “the investigation and
advancement of spiritual truths and purposes,” and he
had no doubt that any practical suggestion in harmony
with these objects would if sent into the committee
receive careful consideration. In answer to a question
in reference to a building fund it was elicited thata
small sum (about £60) consisting of principal and inte-
rest of an amount raised several years since was the only
nucleus in hand; some suggestions were made on the
advisability of getting up a joint stock company to build
a hall for the use of the Association and Lyceum, but
nothing definite was done in this direction, and the
meeting dispersed soon after 9 p.m.

The following is a brief abstract of the report which is
published in full in the Age of September 20th :—
“ Although the Association could not be considered
i>rosperous in a financial sense, yet it hod hitherto paid
la way, and succeeded in doing a fair amount of work
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with very moderate means. There had not Iwwn oppor-
tunities for any brilliant achievements during the past
year, but the Sunday Services had I<een maintained. It
had been asked why did not the Association bring for-
ward wonderful mediums and eloquent lecturers, and an
force the world to conviction. All th<w thing took
time and money, and were the Association's means en-
larged it would doubtless be able to do more work.
Spiritualism had advanced, and was advancing, and we
could look back with pride to the work done by William
Denton, Mrs. Britten, Ada Foye, and Mra Watson.
The obstacles placed in the way of the Association in
the matter of charging for seats on Sunday had
seriously retarded their movements, and the desirability
of organising a Public Joint Stock Company was
suggested, also the need for the enlargement and im-
provement of stock in library was pointed to, and
Spiritualists in all parts of the colony were urged to do
their work in this direction.”

THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE.

Tiie religion of the future will accept and embody the
truths of all systems. In doing so, it will notinquire its
source ; for truth bears the impress of no man’s ownership
or personality. To it, Jesus in his manger, Mohammed
on his camel in the desert, or wisest monarch on his
throne, are the same. This religion will be the science
of life here and hereafter; and, as man is bound to the
universe as an integral part, his understanding of the &
of the world will be its basis. It will teach the infinite
possibilities of man, and his duty to cultivate these to the
utmost.

The man who professes the religion of the future will
accept nature as his Bible, and regard all books as
valuable only for the truth they express. He will have
no fear of offending God, but will fear to become out of
harmony with the laws of his own constitution. Hie
thogy will 1kj anthropology, the study of himself; (Im
only devil will be ignorance; his faith will become ripened
knowledge, and he will repose implicit confidence in the
laws of the world.

Infallible authority of books or castes, reverence for
antiquity, miracles, faiths, dogmas, saints, martyrs, pojxw,
priests, fear of angry gods, all the trappings that have
l«een received as divine, holy, sacred, will perish before
the keen flame of knowledge, and no more blight the
expanding spirit forever. The old religions with their
hollow shams shall perish; but morality, the growth of
intelligence, freed from grossand perverting idolatry, will
achieve a nobility of character unknown before.

While all preceding religions have developed a priest-
hood, superstitions, bigotry, persecutions, arrogance of
infallibility, and fostered ignorance, selfishness, and sen ile
fear of a terrible, relentless God and his vicegerents, this
will yield nobility of life, highest ideals of perfection,
calm reliance in the presence of omnipotent forces, all-
embracing charity and philanthropy, an earnest and
successful endeavor to actualize the ideal perfect life to
which man aspires, and which his organization makes
possible. Hudson Tuttlb.

Tiie Rev. W. T. Carter, of Port Pine, S.A., has been
displaying his ignorance of Mesmerism in a lecture do«
liven'd in that town in June last. Some correspondence
followed in the S.A. Advertiser, but as very little econo
was given for criticism, Mr. 1t B. Banyer, of Kapundo,
has published a reply in pamphlet form. wherein he
cites authorites from Hippocrates to Dr. Dods, in demon-
stration of the reality of Mesmeric phenomena, supple-
menting these by quotations from some of Mr. Carter's
ecclesiastical brethren, who have had practical experience
in this colony, on which to found their belief. Mr.
Carter is evidently behind the times, and should read up
on the subject before he essays to talk about it again.
Professor Gregory's work now being republished would
open his eyes a little.

That furred tongue, bad tasting mouth, and miserable feeling
aaya you need Hop Bitters. Bead and believe.

= Animal MagnctUm or Mumcriim ; being a reply to the lecture
delivered by Bev. W. T. Carter. Scan«!rett k Kibolt, Kapuixa.
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GERALD MASSEY:

Poet and Lecturer.
NOW IN AUSTRALIA.

Gerald Massey was bom among the canal boat folk of
England at the wharf near Tring, Herta, in the year
1828, and his history affords one of the most unique
illustrations of self-help in personal education among
living men. Some facta of his early life were given to
the world by Dr. Samuel Smiles, the author of Self help
so long ago as the year 1851. The doctor at that time was
lecturing to the working-men of Leeds. He had been
greatly attracted by some lyrics which appeared in the
Leader, Thomas Cooper's Journal, and the Spirit of
Freedom, signed with the name of “Gerald Massey and
he wrote to the author soliciting a few details concerning
his life, for the purpose of using them in one of his lec-
tures. This led to the writing of a sketch in Eliza
Cook's Journal, in which Dr. Smiles proclaimed the
advent of a young poet, who was a “ man of vivid
genius, full of the true poetic fire. Bear in mind that
he is yet but a youth; at twenty-three a man can
scarcely be said to have entered his manhood ; and yet,
if we except Robert Nichol, who died at twenty-four,
we know of no English poet of his class who has done
anything to compare with him." “He is a teacher
through the heart, who takes after Bums more than after
Wordsworth. He is but a young man, though he has
had crowded into his twenty-three years already the life
of an old man. He has won his experience in the school
of the poor, and nobly earned his title to speak to them
as aman and a brother, dowered with the hate of hate,
the scorn of scorn, the love of love.”

At eight years of age, Gerald Massey was working in
a silk-manufactory, twelve hours a-day, for wages that
ranged from 9d. to Is. 6d. per week. Several years of
his life were spent in straw-plaiting. Living in a marshy
district the boy suffered from racking attacks of Ague
for three years, ending with the Tertian ague. Coming
home from the plaiting-school, too ill to work, he would
often lie down and “ have it out” (i. e. the fit of shiver-
ing), in a ditch by the roadside. Sometimes the whole
family, four in number, together with the mother, were
sick at the same timo, all crying with thirst, with noone
to give them drink, and each too weak to help the
other!

Mr. Ruskin once wrote to Gerald Massey “ Your edu-
cation was a terrible one, but mine was far worse | The
one having had all that wealth could buy, the other all that
poverty could bring."" Very few books and very little
schooling fell to the lot of Gerald Massey. He used at
one time to regret this, but has ceased to do so now. It
looks at times as if the more robust and original forms
of mental consciousness had to be evolved from within
by pressure from without!

No theory has yet I>een advanced to the effect that he
did not write his own poems, and yet those who would
derive men from books would find it difficult to account
for these on their theory. At twenty-one years of age
he was editing the Spirit\of Freedom. At twenty-two
he was one of the secretaries to the “Christian Socialists™
in their co-operative and educational movement made
on behalf of the working-classes, and a personal friend
of Charles Kingsley and Professor Maurice.

In the year 1854 there appeared in the London Athen-
team a long and laudatory review o( the “ Ballad of
Babe Christabel,” and other poems. It was therein pro-
claimed that another national poet had arisen on the
English horizon—one whose story and position as a
teacher and a preacher (not merely as a singer) invested
him with unusual interest.

1884.

Hepworth Dixon discovered to the world outside
Massey 's sphere the existence of the new poet. One day
Dixon, caught in a shower of rain, look shelter in a news-
vendor's doorway not a hundred miles from Gray's Inn
road. While standing there he was attracted by the
front page of a publication, the title line of which was
represented by an arrangement of bayonets and dagger
Upon that page there appeared a poem which opened
thus:

* Fling out the red banner, it« fiery front under
Come gather gather ye champion« of right ,
And roll round the world with the voice of Ood'« thunder,
The wrong« we've t> reckon, oppression« to mmite.”

The rain ceased, and Dixon went his way with the
words of “the Red Republican™ ringing through
his brain. Some time afterward he called at the Athen-
turn office, and found among other I>oo0ks that had been
recently sent in for review a volume of “ Poems by Gerald
Massey.” Turning over the leaves in a cursory manner
he came upon “ Fling out the.Red Banner'” and paused;
he had met with that before. And in due course the
review of Massey's poems appeared in the Fitine

Subsequently Massey joined the staff of the Athenaum,
and for ten years wrote a considerable numlier of the
reviews of poetry which appeared in that journal: It
was Gerald Massey who penned the notice of Jean
Ingelow's poems, which made her favourably known to
the readers of the Athmtrum, and therefore to the reading
public all over the world.

The London Timet described the poet as a ““young
man who had fought his way to the temple gate of fame
sword in hand.” It considered these poems “ moat re-
markable and interesting.” “ May the summer day 1«
fair,” it said, ““as the spring dawn is bright. The end of
this thing ought to be better than the beginning.

Walter Savage Landor issued from his retirement, and
became “ the old man eloquent” in praise of the young
poet John Ruskin, on a particular occasion, wrote him
a warm and appreciative letter, saying:

““Drab Mb. Mamset,—I rejoice in acknowledging my own
debt of gratitude to you for many an cncouiaging and noble
thought, and expression of thought, and my conviction that
your poems in the m;us have been a helpful and pndoos gift
to the working cimwe« (I use the term in it« widest and highest
sense) of the country, that few National Service«can be greater
than that which you have rendered.

Believe me, gratefully yours,
John KVSKIN.”

Among those whose friendship he acquired al>out this
time was the lady who afterwards liecame so famous as
“George Elliot,”” and the character and career of the
poet produced such an impression on her mind that, ns
she subsequently acknowledged, she made both of them
tIA groundwork of her picture of ““Felix Holt, the
Radical.” The two first met in an American publishing
and boarding-house kept at one time by John Chapman
in the Strand, London.

In the year 1864 Mr. Massey put forth his theory of
Shskspeare’s sonnets in a large and elal>orately written
volume, the germ of the work having been an article in
the Quarterly Review, for which he wrote during some
years under the editorship of Mr. MacPherson. His
theory has been adopted in Germany, where the sonnets
have been translated and arranged by Herr Krauss in
accordance with Mr. Massey’s rendering of the drama
contained in them. Many so-called literary analysts had
attempted to solve the mystery of the sonnets Ix-fore he
undertook the task, but without success. It was he who
found the key and let daylight into the dark chambers of
Shakspeare's complex secret, a fact which German and
French critics have not been slow to acknowledge.

Speaking of this work and .its author the Melbourne
Aye says:
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*The book on Shakespeare Hm been the «abject of a very deli«
cate compliment in Italian verae by the (rent actor, Salviui
*Aaa moth, attracted by the light to the devouring flame, burn«
and expirec, eo at the «acred Are of art 1, too, «ink into the flame
by a fatal yearning. Very different la thy fate, Mshmj. The
inatind which spurs thee on docs not thwart thee, thy earthly
load «rill be buned and trodden down, but the genius abide« with
tbr work«.” Such prai»c 1« not often won by any man who
almtodon« hia flrat Arid of labor for another. Itia curiouathat a
gmticman, who, thirty year» ago, hoped that hia future held some
happier fate than that he thould erase to ring because the heart
wm full of carta and the dreamer had no time to dream, should
since then have deliberately exchanged politic and poetry tor
literary anliquahantam. In matters of thia sort, however, a man'«
own geniua and instinct arccommonly the bot guido». What the
public of Australia may certainly feci is that a man is not likely
to Ire the worse exponent of Shakmpcart and Burna, Hood
and Lamb, Irccausc he has been a poet himself, having belonged
to the last generation that hail couvictiona, and was the friend of
F. I). Maurice and of George Eliot.”

After acquiring a sufficient reputation as an idealist
and thinker, Mr. Massey han devoted the last twelve
years of his life to the study of the necessary conceptions
regarding God and nature of the earliest human lieings
upon our planet; and to the tracing therefrom not only
the growth of language, and pictured or written thought
from ""gesture language,” typology, and hieroglyphics up
to the present inodes of speech and record, but to the
tracing of all the myths, symbols, and allegories of the
most ancient periods up through the mythologies and
theologies which have since constituted the great religions
of the world.

In preparing for an immense task of this kind Mr.
Massey had to make himself acquainted with Egyptian
hieroglyphics, Hebrew, and other languages. Hence the
devotion of years necessary to the task of collecting the
history of human ideas from so many sources, including
the revelations of the bone caves, the records of the stone
age, the hieroglyphical inscriptions on the monuments of
Egypt, and the scriptures of India, Greece, Persia, Egypt
and Palestine, the whole of which has resulted in ex-
hibiting with marvellous clearness the important fact
that the myths and symbols of the most primitive races
have been carried on and converted — ages after the
original meaning was lost and forgotten—into the divine
mysteries of later mythologies and theologies.

In a preface to his * Book of the Beginnings,” Mr.
Massey explains that he once thought that mythology
originated in the mysteries of abnormal phenomena.
Twelve years since he set to work to try and reach the
root of the matter. His studies were pursued in Sick
ness and in health. For the greater part of that long
period he has been buried with his I>00k, unheard of and
unseen.  His work is at last finished in four noble
volumes. For ten years he has kept silent, in order that
ho might have something now to say.

A reviewer of the ““Natural Genesis” in the JVew
ForA Tribune, the ablest of all American papers, says:

** Mr. Massey hsa gone further in research than any of his pre-
«tecoworv. Unhampered by educational a of any kind, ht «m
enabled to «tart from a more advance«! point than any who pre-
ceded Lim, and aa a result he has produced a work which must be
characterise! as the boJded and Stott uncompromising outcome
of the evolutionary principle, carried out with an intrepid deter-
mination to arrive ¥ the truth concerning all the subjects of the
Inquiry, lie ?ronfed« upon methods the soundneaa of which no
evolutlonlst al least, cau question ; and «Ince he presents to his
reader« all the/testimony ig>oii which his conclusions real, it ia
not difficult to check him aa he goes on, ami to ascertain how far,
itat all, he is making unwarrantable deductions. In those re-
search« it must be conceded that the author haa sifted the best
authorities : that he «bow« familiarity with a wide range of
acbolaiship ; that be baa not undertaken to thrust upon the world
crude theory, by «induing, distorting or mutilating the evidence
used on ill t-ehalf."

" Mr. Massey'« works include * Voices of Freedom and Lyrics of
1/>ve, 1850 * *The Ballad of Babe Chri.label,’ etc., 1854; ' W
Walts,” 18H; "Craigcrook Castle,” 186«; “#avelock March,”
etc.. 1860 ; “The Secret Drama o( Shakespeare'« Sonnets,* IMt-
187i ; * A Talc of Eternity, and Other l'octna,” 18«9 ;' Concerning
Spiritualism,”™ 1872; A Book of the Beginnings,” 1884; “The
Natural Genesis," 1881 He wm at one time a copious contributor
to periodical literature, wrote reviews fur the ACAcmsm during
ten yean ; also articles for .Vsrreg'« Qmrterly aud the Asrtk
BritUh Quarterly. He has bccu a contributor to €'AsatAsr
JeurmiL Hugh Miller'« Witnttt, the Daily Trleyrapk, the New
York THAuae, <U the Y—r Rennd, (R»<d Hard«, PttaeA, Cm-
mH's Ifayas we. etc, and u now a lecturer at large, making bis
way around the world, m one of Ibo»e of whom he «mgs—

+ As mcasengvr« from land tn land.
From rise to set of sun ;

‘We build a bridge till ucean
And all the world ia tne.

A writer in the Neio York Graphic justly observes
that no man's words during the present generation have
been more widely quoted than Gerald Massey's. They
have become indeed “ household words.” Some of hia
sentiments have reached that certain stage of familiarity
that many never think to inquire as to their origin or
authorship. They are parts of the language. They have
struck home, not only to the hearts of the toilers, but to
those of al) sympathetic and thoughtful people who are
studying and seeking the liest ways and means to solve
these intricate social problems, and relieve the world of
its heaviest burdens.

No notice of Gerald Massey's life would be complete
without making mention of his friend the Lady Marian
Alford, who sought him out for recognition and honour
some thirty years ago, she Iteing a dweller in the same
county, and a dear lover of literature. Readers of his
collected poems will have made the acquaintance of
" Lady Marian,” of whom he sings :

**In her Ancestral Tree's old smiling shade.
8>cm<r and Milton sang, and Shakrepcare played.
| cannot prophecy immortal fame
And endless honour for my Lady's name
Through my poor verse ; but it «hall surely give
All that it ha, and long aa it may live.”

This lady is the subject of an epigram, which has the
true Elizabethan warmth of expression:

1 do believe that Shakesticare hath revealed
To me that very oclf so long concealed.
Bat, if his soul my soul hath lightened through,
I do believe it wm to glance at you—
To find with loving wonder in his looks—
One of hie women living out of hia Books."

It was on the death of this lady's eldest son, John
William Spencer, Earl Brownlow, that Mr. Massey
wrote his “In Memoriam,” one of the finest, if not the
very finest, pieces of verse ho has yet produced. When
on a visit to Ashridge, Mr. Gladstone saw a copy of this
poem, which had been privately printed, and ho wax so
struck with it that he forwarded a copy of it to Her
Majesty the Queen, who read it and and asked to have a
copy presented to her by the author.

Mr. Massey lias tonn to the colonies to recruit his
health in our salubrious climate ; to observe our people,
as much as may be in their home-life, very possibly to
report hereafter on their progress. In doing this he will
lecture where he may be invited, as opportunity may
serve. And to repeat the words of the Sydney Expre»» :
““It is to be hoped that during his brief stay in 'The
great gold-land,” of which he luu sung in his most inspirit-
ing style, he will receive the warm and cordial welcouio
to which he is entitled, not merely os a poet, but as one
of the most brilliant examples of self-help afforded by
the modern world of letters, a man whose presence
amongst us furnishes a true compliment to Australian
taste and progress. Mr. Massey is like«rise here to tes-
tify, when called upon, to the reality and importance of
those abnormal phenomena upon which we base our
philosophy of Spiritualism, he having been for many
years one of the “‘cloud of witnesses™ and a faithful
fighter in the “ forlorn hope " that has to pave the way
for an unpopular cause.

As early as the year 1852 or 1853 we find ho was
lecturing on this subject at those haunts of the.Secular-
ists and the Materialists, tho Hal) of Science and the
Hall in John Street, Tottenham Court Road, London,
trying to convince the audiences there that there was
more in heaven aud earth than they included in their
Philosophy. At that time his own wife, who had been

nown as the “ Clairvoyant« Jane,” was the medium and
domonstrator of the facts.

The last volume of poetry issued by Gerald Massey in
tho year 1869 was called “ATale of Eternity, and other
Pocma” In this tho author unfolds a personal expe-
rience of abnormal phenomena, with which ho assorts
that he lived face to face in his own house for many
years.

In 1872 Mr. Massey delivered four public lectures on
Spiritualism in St. George's Hall, Langham Place, London,

spanned,
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which wm crowded by fashionable and influential audi-
&nce At that time Mr. Massey waa in the habit
giving some sixty literary lectures daring each winter»
but in the following year he waa only invited to give six !
The editor of Light has said of there lectures :

“The varfulnem and activity of the years 1E74-S, was clearly
traceable to a course of lectures delivered in 1«71 by Mr. Gerald
Msmev, at St. George's Hall. Then, as now, there was a spirit of
inquiry abroad, and those meetings were very largely attended by
the general public, and were the means of Inducing many to in-
vestigate dpiritualtom. We hope that the new era of activity upon
which we are seeminglv entering will tend to i
sults.” There are especial reasons known to Spi
fundamental an explorer as Mr. Massey should be heard at the
prewent time  His first lecture emphasises the original difference
Irlwern Eantcnc Buddhism and Current Nniritualism. in an
examination of the primitive physics which underlie and account
for so much modern metaphysic that to at present playing tricks
with the ancient symbolism Mr. Massey also propounds the
theory that -hat has Iren labelled the Phallic Religion did not
begin with a worship of the powers of generation, but that the
imagery found about the world and reaching right back to the
I'alrolithk Age, proves the Primitive Man to have liecn burying
his dead with the idea of rising again—the natural imagery of
reproduction in this life being rtliceted symbolically in denoting
the reproduction for another ; and that the burial customs show
this idea to have been dominant over death some SO.0UO yeare aga™

And Mr. W. Stainton Moms, writing in the same
periodical says:

"I am happy to welcome Mr. Gerald Massey Into the lecture
field. Almost my first experience of Public Spiritualism
waa as a listener to some lecture» of hi« delivered in St
George's Hall. 1 did not then know enough of the subjects with
which the lecturer dealt to appreciate hi« mastery of them
as | have since done. But | knew enough of platform oratory
tn feel that Mr Gerald Mamcy to rmtnrnt among the bret
|»ublic *peaker«, and that be then imprewed his audience as few
could have done. At thia juncture it ia well that one so capable
should come forward to deal with eobjects which agitate the
public mind, and which, if not fully ripe fo solution, are at any
rats open to discussion with some prospect of advantage.™

Mr. Massey has lectured twice over from one end of
America to the other, and both times chiefly on Spiritu-
alism.  On Iwing interdicted by the Principal and Pro-
fessors of Princeton College, after he had been engaged
by the students, Mr. Massey inscribed the folllowing
lines in a College album :

“You had the power, and you and yours
Upon me slammed some outer doors ;
But if you'll lo«>k you’ll see, and start
To find me in the student's heart.

1 be torch of Freedom Ood hath lit
Burns upwards tor the infinite.

And thro’ all hindrances it will,

And must, and shall burn upward still.
And all who try to bold the torch
Inverted, must to ashes scorch |

Whilst all who Sla¥| its upward aim,
Shall shrivel like the fly In flame.”

We take the following from tho Springfield Repub-
lican (Mass.):

*Mr. Miuwcy in his yesterday morning discourse stated the
spiritualistic position, and the following extracts will indicate the

* The spiritualist with a perfect trust in Ood dares to think
things out all round, and does not need to wage a futile warfare
against any scientific fact. Free thinking la often a doubt, but
hto to a faith, with all the spirit-world about him as witnesses—a
pnaitive, vitalising faith in a living, communicating Ood.—The
ether world to something to be believed in, so long as it is afar
off, but to be doubted and rejected if it chance to draw near.
Many good people appear to think that we must wait until death
before we can get at the spirit-world. We hold that the entrance
tn th« spirit-world to in life  We are immortal now if ever, and
must be dwellers in eternity, which to here and now, however we
close our eyes to it.

The world is not the Devils merry go round,

The angels of the Ixinl arc ever found

Kncam|>ed about the soul that looks to Him ;
They aie an inner lamp when all la dim

Without, and light poor souls through horrorsgrim :
Even as a myriad sunbeams hour by hour

Melt to make rich one little summer flower.

Spirit to Spirit bath not far to run,

Because in God all souls are verily one.
Throughout all worlds, there a-c n<> walls of space
Where all eternity to dwelling place.

All life, down to the worm beneath the sol,

Hath spiritual relationship to God—

The Lifeof Life, the Love ofall in all.

Lord of the large and infinitely small.

Man hath not fall'n from Heaven, nor been cast
Out from seme golden age lived in the pa«t ;

s fall to from the possible life before him.
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Hto fall to thearn of hfe held & htm.
With labors infiaite low ectemx esrim
Footie ®« i-areewdbk ckrod pmks ;

Yet must the climbem know that there ere thi™p
Only attainable with wim.

There to no palhway oma hath ever trod

By faith or senkiM right bat ends in God.

Yet Ito in vain yeVok witboat to lad

The inner secrets of the eternal Mind ;

Or meet the liog ran hie eternal ihraoe,

Bat when ye kneel at heart and fed ee tone
Perchance tehiml the rdl you get the grip

And spirit-sign of secret fellowship

Kilently ee the gathering of a tear

The human «rant will b>ing the helper near.
The »cry wcakneB that to uttenwt need

Of Ood, will draw him down with strength indeed.
Enough to know ye Uve keenest he liven.

And love in love hinweif he firm.

The pfl w ever held suflkrent s.gn

There to a (liter! and if it be divine,

And like the beam ye dream ye say not see,
Oiver divine and heaven then anst be." **

As a lecturer be taken a high rank. Prof Vincent, of
Amenca, now in Ixwdon, says of hiui : * be is a splendid
lecturer. He went 8ff like the righty-one ton pounder.
I didn't agree with his opening remarks, i<ut it was like
a shell bursting among us, and we had enough to do to
look out during the rest of the lecture.”” Mr. Massey's
training is that of a public speaker, and he has bswn
heard in some of the largest halls in the Old World. He
cornea, not as a literary curiosity, but as a man with
something to say, and a voice and address capable of
expressing it in an audible and agreeable manner

A writer in the Radteal Rftitit, recently quoted in
these columns, is of opinion that Massey has no hui 1T,
This- certainly does not apply to his literary lectures,
which rerk or ripple with that lubricating quality
wherever it may br appropriate to the subject. Of Ins
style as a lecturer, a writer in the Melbourne .fryas
says:

** It gives you the meal agreeable impression of hto mastery of
the subjects he is dealing with, sod of tee originality of hu view«
concerning them. Illa themes praenl no diAcultim to him.
He <loa» not worry, or wander round ami round them, but F<<
straight to their very heart. It to as if you commimioowi a
sculptor to execute astatue, and while you were looking at him
it took shape ami beauty without noise or fuss, ami without Ib«
nccotsily of his going over the work with his chisel after the
image had lieen blocked out. There it stands comp’'eta Hm
loftier flights are full of eloquence, and his language to as |»oatical
a» the themm upon which it to employed.™

His literary lectures show that#&«s which is the crown
of accomplishment. That Mr. Massey's literary effort«
should be attractive and prove popular gore without
saying : they will charm and instruct wherever they
are heard. But he is also here as the personal pioneer
of his new book, which he looks upon as fka work of his
life. Certain of Mr. Massey’s lectures are the result of
his prolonged and fruitful researches. These were de-
livered in Salt latke city, where they caused a great
mental commotion. An editorial summary in the Balt
Lake city TViAsite, on the spirit and purport of there,
remarks:

“ In view of the peculiarly ioonoclsstic character of those de-
livend hew it has been thought well to prevent a brief stal«-ma«wt
of the ami purpose animating them, for grmral c»mj|<re-
hmaion.

At explained in the four gnat volumes ncc-ally published by
Mr. Massey, hw theory m, that all the great rvigiot» of the world,
together with the Bythologire out uf which they have bcm
evolved, are metaphysical sublimanoM of the simple aymlol« and
types by which primitive savagery was n»ler the aenroity of
eking out its limited uxalcs of exprtaiim in regard to matters of
life, death, and the to them incomprehensible universe around
them ; and that these primitive symbols ami ty]|«, which In ths
begiuning had no religious meaning whatever, were, many ages
after their original significance was buried in oblivion, thrologtan!
into divine revelations and mysteries, in the presence of which
the multitude have ever since shrunk, cowed by fear of divine dto-
pleasure, much as a brood of young chickens beneath the terrors of
a paper hawk.

This being Mr. Masseys view of the case, he holds that the
only way of exploding such false Iwlief. mx| of d<atr>ving the
superstitions built thereon, to by explaining them from the root,
lo learn what they once meant in their [>rinutive phase, and trace
their evolu'iou. u to know what they do not and cannot mean foe
us to-day. It is only by thia metbd that we can tear away this

lure fully and squarelv in the face,
Cnt, or future. Por sitK-e these

_ 1 built thereon iwasc'i into the
one could thenceforth make bead
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tail, or vertebra of them. They constituted, aa at the present
time, an indistinguishable mush of manufactured mystery.

To trace these mysteries then *‘ from the roots' has been the
labour of the last twelve years of Mr. Massey's life. As he says,
it has taken him twelve years ““to learn bow lowly and limited""
were the conceptions of the primitive races, from which all our
religious mystenra were reared. Ho lowly that he had, as it were,
lo gn Mown on his hands and knees to read them?

From a mass of evidence he holds that Africa, and not Asia, as
generally supposed, U the birth-nlace of the human race. He
finds that the blacks of Africa anu Australia—which latter region
he holds has been j»copied from the former continent—* still con-
tinue the customs, repeat the rites, and revere the fetish images
that were the baubles of human babyhood.” They are * preserved
by those who can give no account of their significance.” But
Egypt, which Mr. Massey deems to be * the living consciousness of
Africa,” continues to remember what was meant by the practices
of its primitive races. The Egyptian Bible, the Book of the
Dead, * occomoi a living tongue in the mouth of death itself,”" by
which we can interpret the most ancient meaning of the primitive
symbols, not only of tl.c Bone Caves and of other premonumcntal
records, but of the religious forms and sacred rites of the Druids of
Britain, the Red Indians of North America, and of all other primi-
tive races of the world.

Beginning therefore at the beginning on true evolutionary
Frinciples, Mr. Massey, aided by the biemglypbical records of

gyg which in and of themselves are baaed on these identical
symbols, has step by step traced these types and symbols of the
most primitive races from their original unas expressions of their
crude ideas in regard to natural and oslcstlal objects, until they
were elevated to the sacred dignity ot the fetishes and myths of
later agra. And thence on until they were transformed into the
full grown mythologies of far later times. And still later, through
all their changes and developments until they furnished the
elements of all the sacred mysteries counected with the triune
Deities, Messiahs and schemes of salvation of ail the existing
great religions of the world.

In tracing out the evolution of these religions from these lowly
beginnings, Mr. Massey baa, with a happy intuition, which has
been described as being little short of inspiration, bit upon a
number of peculiarly interesting traits. For instance in connec-
tion with the now well attested fact, that all tbe earlier races of
the world worshipped only a Mother God and a Son God, while
no Father Ood was recognised until far later periods, Mr. Manaey
explains, that inasmuch as in Ilie promiscuous savage states of
Miciety which first existed no recognised distinctive fatherhood
was possible, the Mother, of necessity, stood for all the human race
at that time knew of parentage. And, as they could not, of course,
conceive of anything as divine of which they had not wine type
or pattern in tbeir daily life, no Father God was possible to them
until a human fatherhood was established. When, ns Mr. Masiey
abundantly proves, these primitive races re-arrange their entire
systems of deification, they introduce a father deity into their
igious scheme, giving thenceforth only a secondary if any
position to tbe mother.

The vast amount of reading, the knowledge of languages, the
{ears of patient toilsome research nc:e»naiy fora wotk of this

ind, can be comprehended but by few. Whether Mr. Maucy is
correct in all the conclusions be draws from tbe results of his
investigations or not, certainly no grander or more valuable
mental effort of man for man was ever contemplated than that
which bis books and lectures display. Of course, as he himself
is foremost in asserting, he baa doubtless, made some mistakes.
A work of such magnitude is not likely to be accomplished with-
out them. In matters of detail some facts may have been used to
prove too much or too little in special cases. But after allowing
for all, the student of his works will have to admit, that certain
fundamental principle« have been demonstrated. Mr. Mamy has
reduced the religious history of the world at large to a definite
system of evolution from common natural causes. In doing this
much he has at least succeeded in effecting for myth, mytholo-
gies and theologies what Darwiu has already performed for the
theory of animal existuicc upon our globe ; and the range of the
principles of evolution is now securely extended thereby to the
domain of religious ideas.”

Mr. Massey 'tins now delivered courses of lectures to
large and enthusiastic audiences in Sydney and Mel-
bourne, with marked success. The colonial press most
cordially endorses the favourable verdict given in Eng-
land and America. As the Melbourne Telegraph affirms:

""Mr. Ma-scy j»oMcsacs the one chief qualification of a lecturer
—he knows howto maintain the interest of bis audience.”

A TALE OF ETERNITY.

We have received Mr. Gerald Massey’s permission to
publish his last great Spiritualistic Poem, "*A Tale of
Eternity,” and shall commence it in either the November
or December number of this journal.

SUPPLEMENT TO THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT, OCTOBER 1, 1884.

MR. GERALD MASSEY'S LEOTURES.

Communications respecting Lectures, terms, and dates
should be sent as early aa possible to the undersigned,
so that he may map out or arrange Mr. Massey's tour
through the colonies. A selected list of Lectures is here
appended:—

1. Old England's Sea-Kings, how they lived, fought, and died.
2. The Man 8hakespcarc.
5. The Story of the English Pre-Raphaeli
Reality.
4. Charles Lamb, the most Unique of English Humourists.
6. Robert Bums.
6. Life, Character. and Genius of Thomas Hood.
7. Thu Historic Jesus and Mythical Chri-tt.
8. The Fall of Man aa an Astronomical Allegory and a Physio-
logical Fable.
9. The Devil of Darkness in the Light of Evolution.
to Man Friday's question, “ Why does God not Kil
10. Man in Search of His Soul during 50,000 years.
11. Personal Reasons for being a “ Spiritualist.”
12. The Coming Religion.

W. H. TERRY, Agent for Gerald Massey.
84 Russell street, Melbourne.

A Plea for

(A reply
the Devil I')

BOOKS IN AND OUT OF PLACE.

After having arrived at a certain stage of maturity,
we discern that one of the finest qualities we have de-
veloped is the seldom sought-for gift of Plasticity; to
yield to a wise love in us, the most universal wisdom and
interior truth. Books cannot give us these. They can
speak al»out them, and this is very useful ; but they can-
not establish these powers in our interior. Books
become tyrants; many think that they contain the
elements they require, and for the external position this
is very often the case ; but they cannot give the condi-
tions and circumstances, the nursery-bed, in which our
interior can be awakened and grow. The tyranny of
man’s thoughts and conceptions is beyond description.
Their control may be feared. However elevated tlw
thoughts or conceptions of any book may be, it presents
only a plain, that has to I»c discarded before the next
can be reached. And to be drinking from one mineral
water only, our whole being becomes shaped into the
angular forms of this food ; a universal growth is imjms-
sible.  Strength in every department — the physical,
intellectual, and interior—is not found in such person.

At this same stage of maturity it is perceived that it
is wisest to lay aside liooka The person has discovered
that the suitable conditions and circumstances of life can
alone give food for his growth of love, wisdom, and per-
ception of truth. Books will act more disturbingly now.
The thoughts he reads he has thought; the conceptions
he sees in print he has perceived. He now appeals to
his own interior. What are its deficiencies? Only by
dogrees and during years of closest inspection does he
discard them ono after another. Slowly, too, he gains
the remarkable gift to perceive the wisest remedy for
every such weakness, and the power to place himself
under the apparently frictionising elements of social life
and their hidden invigorating influences. These he strives
then to receive. This intellectual man has become new-
born. A kindness surrounds him that attracts every-
I»ody ; he wishes to give, and has the power to do so; he
can receive now, and what a pleasure this is! He is
ready for the next step in the ladder. This is known to
him. He is conscious even of its sphere of expression.
His interior senses become so developed that he can conic
in contact with the interior of things and man, and to
such a degree that the purely intellectual mind thinks
him mad. He has only a smile for him, cannot contra-
dict. This learnt also, he has gained the power of attract-
ing tho interior affections of men, which places him in a
position that must be experienced to bo understood. And
now ho has reached a plain of development at which tho
sowing can begin ; for with the powers mentioned others
have grown which enable him to do so. His strides are
rapid and large. He reaches a state of life in which is
perceived, whenever necessary, an explanation of every-
thing which is wise to know : tho highest degree of
justice he could perceive on earth. What he has he
must give ! FIDEA..
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THE HIGHER BRANCH OF SCIENCE,
SB
MATERIALISM REFUTED BY FACTS;
By H. J. Browns

J paper read «f fvV Hall tf Metter, Melhorn», tn the ereairj
efthe \bth A»foot. IM4. nhieh MJ wriftea frith th» intention *f
being reaJ at a meeting of the lloyal Seeiety ef I'ietrri», but trhieh
ftu deelineJ by th» Corneil of that cmeerratire Aueeiatim.

(Continued from la»t ittut.)

As my object thia evening ia not to demonstrate, bat
to indicate—not to prove the troth of the continuity of
life after physical dissolution, aa personal investigation
can alone do thia, but merely to state a few of the many
reasons which 1 consider justify me in calling upon Mate-
rialists to investigate spiritual science—I may mention
that from oar reason, if unbiassed by prejudice, springs
an intuitive consciousness of a continued existence; in
proof of which 1 refer to the almost universal lielief
among all peoples, civilised and savage, ancient and
modern, in a life to come. Spiritual phenomena, however,
bring this home to our very senses and prove that the
physical bdy of man is merely an adumbration, or evan-
escent shadow of the indwelling and deathless spirit or
Ego, thereby confirming the saying of old, viz., «that
which ia seen ia temporal, but that which is unseen is
enduring.” The impossibility of man's intellectual
desires and aspirations lieing satisfied in this short life of
""three score years and ten,” | maintain, points to con-
tinuance of life beyond the shock of death. The evi-
dence, however, obtainable through spiritual science
converts into a living reality that which otherwise would
be merely hypothetical.

Unfortunately there are many, sensible enough in
other matters, whose reasoning faculties in anything
concerning their religious beliefs are impervious to all
argument, in consequence of the popular faith requiring
the degradation of reason, and others whose spiritual
perceptions seem to be completely clouded by a dense
materialistic film through which they are stone-blind to
all things spiritual and to tho inconsistency and insuf-
ficiency of their soulless theories. The former of these,
whom | have termed Superstitionists, have prostituted
their reason to credulity under the specious name of
faith ; and the latter, whom | havo designatixl Materi-
alists, have immolated their reasoning faculties to exces-
sive incredulity under the erroneous idea that they have
bounded all nature's laws, while the fact is, like tadpoles,
they cannot see liryond the mud in which they an« wal-
lowing. Fortunately, the unverifiablo Iwdiefs of the one
class, and the false theories of the other, will sooner or
later have to give way to demonstrable facts. As the
statement that the popular faith requires the degradation
of reason may be called in question, | challenge believe»
then-in to disprove the fact that so long as private judg-
ment agrees with certain dogmas it is considered by
them to lie a sacred principle, but as soon as it differs
therefrom it is hold to lie an invention of a mythical
being talh  Satan.

In order to illustrate that our conscious self, the Ego,
is not the physical liody, as most people falsely assume,
1 need only point out that it is an indisputable fact that
by the exercise of the will, which may lie termed the
executive of the mind, wo can cultivate any particular
faculty, and thus alter, not only the shape of the brain,
but also of its covering, the skull, just as by the exercise
of one of our limits we can cause an increase in the size
of the muscles of that limk As has been truly re-
marked, ' the brain grows to the manner of its using.”
This fact, | hold, is a clear proof that thought is not, as
Materialists assert, a function of the bruin, proving on
the contrary that the brain is merely the instrument of
the mind. It is in fact the indwelling mind that builds
up its own scaffolding, the physical liody, so that to a
certain extent it is true that ‘“man makes himself,” or
more properly, evolves himself. That the character of a
man can be judged by the appearanco of his physical
body has been demonstrated over and over again by those
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who understand Phrenology, Physiognomy, and Phy-
*joi<<y.

Those who have investigated Anatomy and Physiology
declare that our physical bodies are completely renovated
every seven or ten years, and that every part of the Inin,
the instrument of thought, as it has been termed, is
changed many times daring fifty years of life; and yet
those who, like myself, have attained to that age can
look lack through these fifty yean of unbroken con-
tinuity of consciousness and know that we are the same
selves who by means of a liody which ere put off more
than forty years ago did things which are now as much
our own acta aa the day they were done. Gould this ¥
the case, | ask, unless the self, the Ego, the true man b
something distinct from the constantly changing physical
body f Consciousness of identity Iwing preserved by the in-
dwelling mind, notwithstanding the repeated changes of
the body, we therefore do not depend upon the outward
husk for the recognition of our identity, which is not
influenced by the laws that affect physical matter.

Mesmerism and Clairvoyance, as 1 have already stated,
have demonstrated that the mind or Fgo can, under cer-
tain conditions, act ind«-|»-ndent of the physical en,
and through spiritual science it is demonstrated that this
Ego survives the death of the animal body of man, its
conditions only being changed. Ho that instead of man
being but a reflective animal, as our materialistic friends
assume, he is a deathless spirit clothed, when on the
physical plane of existence, with an animal body suitalde
for his environments, and that just os a moth or liutterfly
requires to go through the chrysalistic stage in order to
develop, so do we require to f<ass through the earthly
stage of life for the fKig« of developing our spiritual
organism, and our individual consciousness.

It is mind, | maintain, that forms the individuality
which remains unchanged in point of identity from the
cradle to the grave. It is mind that gives the body its
instinctive carriage, the frame its characteristic height
and build, the voice its |[>«culiar tone, and the brain its
special faculties. It is in fact mind that is the real
moving force and that coordinates the arrangements of
matter throughout the infinite univrrse. As has been
truly remarkil, ““man as the microacosin represents the
nmcroscosm he is the crown of physical evolution
through spirit energy, for man alone poasesH moral con-
sciou<ws\. What are termed natural forcia an? easrn-
tially spiritual, for all things are formed, rnergivd. and
vi talised by spirit. It is spirit that moulds the lovely
fons of tin violet, the rose, and the lily, and which
d stils their fragrant aromas. It is spirit that is the real
substance—the essential and enduring principle. That
which the Materialist views as indisputably real and
objective is that which is phenomenal and evanescent.
Gross matter l«cing only a mode of spiritual presentation
is but the passing shadow, while spirit is the living and
enduring principle.

That then is something beyond mere physical existence
is also indicated by Phrenology, through the study of
which we Irani that we no faculty without its
proper $p~n of action, without a need for its existence,
and without an actual demand that it shall hr rxrrciwsl.
The presence of a faculty, indeed, implies a nerd for its
field of action ; consequently, as the rye denote« light
and the ear sound, sodo the moral and religious faculties
in man imply something beyond mere animal life and
consciousnes<M.

These faculties, consisting of conscientiousness, vener-
ation, hope, benevolenon, spirituality, and the higher
action of ideality and sublimity, have lieen well termed
“the skylights of the soul.” They are the connecting
links lietwrrn mind and matter, Ix-tween God and man.

Spiritual wanti demand supply as much us do physical
wants ; and aa there exist the means of satisfying the
latter, we may with confidence rest a*Mirx-d that there
exist the means of satisfying the former even if we hail
not, through spiritual science, the demonstration that
this is the tas« As Intow man is the animal kingdom,
ao above him is the spirit-world. Experience indicates
that all things are progressive, we cannot, therefore,
consistently assume that nature develops man but to
destroy him ere his spiritual wants are satisfied ; and the
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almost univenal belief in, and desire for, a continuance
of life, lead us to conclude that such belief and deaire
will be fulfilled, seeing that for all other tesire there are
mean of fulfilment On what rational ground can the
Materialist maintain that nature ha implanted this, the
highest, noblest, and purest desire in the human soul but
to mock it and disappointitl Oh nol It¥ notall life,
MTo light and fly sod «lave.
And then (ere long) atoo”laal to lie."”

Colonel Ingersoll, one of the leading Agnostic advo-
cates of the day, says be hopes there is a life beyond the
J;rave, though he cannot declare that his tope are well

oundml.  Alder, another upholder of the speculative
materialistic philosophy, admits that he know not how
to give consolation to the bereaved in the hour of their
bitter sorrow. If these men would only condescend to
tigatd< spiritual science, they would gain that know-
ledge which transforms hope into certainty, and thereby
truly tob death of ft sting and the grave of it
victory.

Wo posses both animal and spiritual organs, indicative
of the two $tage of existence, the one a life of struggle
and death, the other the real life, in-cause it is enduring.
Our spiritual organs acting through the organic rerve
are over weaving structures out of the unformed material
of the blood. Through the lungs, skin, liver, bowels and
kidneys, we are constantly throwing off, unconsciously,
particles of which our physical fiodie are composed, and
are & constantly taking on other particle in their place
so long & our animal and spiritual organisms are con-
nected ; when once they an- severed, this ceases and
dissolution of the physical body ensues ; its spiritual
counterpart, however, endures, being vivified by a death-
fes igtark of the eternal and infinite Spirit, the Source
of al) energy, life, and intelligence, the eternal Cause of
Causation, Unity us comprehending all things, and Mul-
tiform as living in all things, fur exceeding man's finite
tonception ami Hi highest ideality, lircause infinite and
iucornprvlicnMblc.  As the port ha truly written :

""(Hi. wi through «r.tnl> formaoe rrcob,
Br man with -kilful thourht <It»igmd ;
To me He mm.», fhr |-iimal (>ml.
Tlh- Nov rcijm Force, the central Mimi.
Th.-ti.lal i.ulscof Nature's heart,
e bulls ami blooms in summer hours ;
He ciencs in Autumn's flu  nml fruit,
In Winter's crown of Iw>ary flowers.
He flood the mom with orient Ihim ;
His golden glory noon unbar» ;
In sunset’s flaming car He glides
He wheels through night in pomp of stars,
A Power to will, to plan, tn guide ;
lie work» throughout the world to-day.
To animate. iagarv provhle.

In studying Nature we observe comlanation, selection,
growth, evolution, purpose, etc.; in fact, that there is a
method in al) her laws, and method, 1 hold, implies intel-
ligence, and intelligence implies mind, because without
intelligence there could be no method. The regularity
of the motion of the innumerable orbs of the great solar
system, & is proved by the exactitude with which astro-
fomer can prognosticate cclij«ea, is evidence of the
existence of method and/annihilates the materialistic
doctrine of blind chance” hich implies irregularity and
confusion. A believer in evolution cannot consistently
say he docs not believe in a directing Intelligence, for if
natural selection results in the ““survival of the fittest,”
it ¥ selfevident that intelligence is manifested in the
selection, and that intelligence must have a Source, unless
the old lotin adage Ex nwii/o nihilJit is false.

Some of the leading scientific Agnostics of the day
candidly admit tliat the derivation of consciousness from
atomic vibrations is unthinkable. Vitality is not the
result of organism, & Materialist assert, neither are life,
consciousness, and intelligence the outcome of a for-
tuitous combination of atoms, nor the consequence of
chemical affinity, for chemical action does not affect the
particles of which the physical body is composed until
vitality departs, when instcml of building the body up
it disintegrates it and resolve its particles into their
original elements. The necessarian doctrine which would
make virtue a baseless fiction is disproved by the fact
that every man's will determines to a certain extent the
course of his life.
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If, & the Materialist asserts, consciousness, intelligence,
and all other potencies of life, are but the chance or
unintentional fesult of atomic forces, then man’'s moral
freedom and responsibility must be pure fiction of the
brain. Mr. Herbert Spencer, notwithstanding his
agnostic leaning, candidly acknowledges, in the January
number of the Nineteenth Century, that the searcher
after truth, in contemplating the universe, will find that
“amid the mysteries which I>ecome the more mysterious
the more they are sought aliout, there will remain the one
absolute certainty that be is ever in presence of an
Infinite and Eternal Energy, from which al) thing pro-
ceed.”

An Intelligent Source, | hold, is a logical necessity,
call it Eternal Energy, Natural Force, Infinite Spirit,
God, or what you please. A fact is not affected hy the
name given to it, just as a rose smells as sweet calhd by
any other name.

The denial by Materialists of the existence of a
Supreme Power and of man’s continuity of life, is the
natural outcome of the false, irrational, and debasing
tonception popularly taught and entertained regarding
them. The facts made known through the discoveries
of science are antagonistic to an anthropomorphic Deity,
with an only-begotten son or an only-begotten daughter,
but all true $cientist must admit an unseen Intelligence
underlying all law. Doubtless, in some instances, such
& in the case of earthquakes, tornados, epidemics, etc.,
the faw of nature, viewed from a temporal standpoint,
merm defective; but these instance are, 1 claim, the
exception, not the rule. 1 hold that the general order of
nature and the harmony of her laws point to the exist-
ence! of a universal though unseen Intelligence, and that
the finite intelligence manifested in man must, like every-
thing else, have a source.

That there is a force manifesting intelligence under-
lying all phenomena every honest observer of nature
must, as | have remarked, acknowledge, for in all objects
of which we are cognisant certain properties and quail
tie are manifested which determine their modes of
action, and all bodies in nature reciprocally act on cadi
other by virtue of these properties and qualities, thereby
proving an ever-present Intelligence in all things. This
Intelligence being manifest in the operation of all the
laws of the universe there can lie no such thing os super-
naturalism ; and through spiritual science we leant that
although spiritual taw differ from physical laws, the
former are as fixed and inviolable as the latter, and that
all phenomena in the spiritual realms & well & here are
the result of the operation of thi one ever present
though invisible Intelligence, call it nature, God, the
Infinite, the Cause of the play of the forces of nature,
or anything else, it matters not. | hold that every atom
that exists is an infinitesimal j»art of the Infinite, for as
the poet Pope states:

“All arcpert of one Btupcndowi whole.

Whose body Nature ia and God the soul.”
Theologians, by investing the Infinite with the semblance
and properties of man, make their God responsible for all
the cruelties witnessed in nature, which in accordance
with the eternal law of progression is ever striving for
good. AnNd in her &im at Universalism it dppear that
conflict and pain arc the inevitable accompaniments of
development. Why this ¥ the case | cannot nay, not
lieing able to account for nil the fnanifestation unfold-
fng and intricacies of Infinity. 1 believe that even a
tapeworm has it use in the economy of nature, although
its utility has not yet been discovered by man.

I am aware that the existence of God is undemon-
strable, and that man cannot solve the problem of in-
finity—fashion the Infinite through words, or measure
the Eternal Source of al) things by figures—he can only
state Wi conceptions of God for the consideration of
tther The Atheist's assertion that matter is ail, is,
however, contrary to fact, for as man, the highestdevelop-
ment of physical matter, possesses life, consciousness,
and intelligence, and as all that is in him is derived from
the universe there must consequently be in the universe
not only matter, but life, consciousness, and intelligence.
A dead universe is an alaurdity, for even Materialist
admitthat energy and law are everywhere manifest. A
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common saying with MaterialisU is that a finite cannot
coexist with an Infinite ; they might just as reasonably
aMcrt that a ft cannot co-exist with the whole. And
it has been urged that if intelligence and goodness indi-
cate a source, on the same principle ignorance and evil
must also indicate a source ; but this is fallacious, be-
cause the former, like light which has a source, are abso-
lute, while the latter, like darkness, which is merely the
absence of light, are relative, for as soon as the sun's
rays are admitted, darkness is dissipated In like manner,
knowledge dispels ignorance, and goodness vice. Materi-
alists also assert that they see no room for God in the
universe, and that there is no such thing as soul or spirit,
because they cannot see it; yet they admit the existence
of mind in man, although it is equally invisible. It
would be quite as reasonable for a man who never saw
either of his grandfathers to declare that therefore he
never had one, as it is for those who have not investi-
gated the subject to deny the existence of spirit. As
the finite mind of man is manifested through his actions,
so, | maintain, is the Infinite Mind of the Universe
manifested in the snderful phenomena of nature.
« Crraiioc'» wondrous work» and law»
Denote God » presence there
Tie Infinite, th Eternal Cause,
Revealing ererfwhere
A wondrou» chain through nature runs
Which shows one grand design,
Through mind and matter, world» an-1 suns,
Proclaiming power divine.™

To deny or even to ignore the existence of God, merely
I»ecause as finite beings we cannot comprehend the
Infinite, anti are only able to apprehend a part, is %elf
evidently absurd ; the writer of old was, therefore, in
my opinion, justified in declaring those to lie foolish who
said then was no God.

Notwithstanding all the boasted knowledge of Mate
rialislic scientists, not one of them has yet been able
even to define what matter is | challenge one and all
of them to refute thisstatement. Yet they have the auda-
city to assert that force is but an attribute of matter;
they studiously omit, however, to inform us whence the
intelligence manifest in force is derived. They admit
that there is no such thing as inert matter and that it is
only by the force that is in matter that we arc able to
recognise it, bnt they fail to acknowledge that without
intelligence we could not In* aware of these facts, and
that as out of nothing comctli nothing, so this intel-
ligence must have a source.

Materialists also say that the physical brain of man
secretes thought, they might quite as reasonably assert
that the telegraph wire secretes intelligence. And in
tlieir assertions that man is but a product of matter, and
that the faculties of the sou) are only a secretion of the
loin as the urine is that of the kidneys, they might as
rationally argue that reflection, remorse, sympathy, liene-
vulence, eta, are but the results of atomic force, or molec-
ular motion. 1 hold that it is as impossible to evolve
mind out of matter as s for mind to create matter out
of nothing, or to annihilate matter; and the very fact
that the Inuis of Materialism is claimed to lie valid on
the veracity of consciousness, concedes what spiritual
scientists contend for, viz., that the physical sciences
ar«' inadequate to account for all the phenomena in
nature, and that there are more things in heaven and
earth than are dreamt of in the Materialist's philosophy,
notably the mainspring that energises and vitalises the
whole.

Professor Balfour Stewart, in the July number of the
Contemporary Review, acknowledges that the objections
which present themselves to the Materialist's physical
theory of the universe are numerous and forcible, while
he at the same time admits that the spiritual hypothesis
is wholly free from them. Referring to apparitions and
the weight of evidence in their favour Professor Stewart
write«: ““Wo cannot decline to discuss them as possi-
bilities. In any case they are easily explicable under the
Spiritual hypothesis, while they can hardly lie explained
by any other.” The value of a theory or an hypothesis,
it should be borne in mind, depends entirely upon how
far it accounts for the phenomenon which it is intended
to explain.
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While physical science has given to the world a know
ledge of many of the force and their operations found
and expressed in nature, the fact that these forces and
their operations indicate an Intelligence beyond the com-
prehension of man, appears to be in a process of elimina-
tion from the thoughts of the majority of the scientific
men of the day.

Yet thev shrink from maintaining lint the course of
history and all that are called human affairs are dae to
purely molecular agency, and thatwe #n what we are,
and do what we do, as the atoms form and guide ua,
thereby indicating that secretly they suspect that there
is something bryond the philosophy which they uphold ,
and were they candid enough they would acknowledge
that their soulless philosophy, at times, fails to satisfy
the longings and aspirations of their higher nature. |
maintain that the consciousness that the human mind is
capable of conceiving ideas and thoughts transcending
the power of expression, testifies to its owing existence
to a Power higher and tayond itself ; and 1 hold that the
high moral character of many Mfiterialiata gives the lie
direct to their creed, for if, as they profrwa to lielieve,
this life ends all, then undoubtedly the Epicurean philo-
sophy would 1« the only consistent one fur them to adopt.

“ Ti» often well that peoples rnel»
Are osotrsdktcd by their deala’

This Materialism or Agnosticism, so prevalent among
scientists, can only be met by a scientific demonstration
of spiritual facta Thus only can men of science t
for themselves that spiritual laws, though occult, am
natural laws, and can, therefore, like physical laws, 1«
scientifically investigated, All other means have failed,
and will continue to fail, Isxause they &n |M>wi»rlawa to
stem the surging tide of skepticism. The difficulty is to
get these scientific Agnostics to investigate the sulyvcl.
If they would only condescend to do so they would
find that “ there is a superstition of negation as sell as
of affirmation —of incredulity as well a« of credulity ;”
also, that grand and extensive as is the field of physical
research, a vaster and more incxhaustiMr field in »pintual
science fie before them, opening up an imnirnw array
of priceless treasures, out of which they can evolve, for
th e guidance of all unprejudiced minds in th« present
and of succeeding generations, a system of philuaouliy
the foundation of which will rest on ground no Iras
secure than that on which the exact sciences &n  Imumml,
viz., the invincible demonstration of fact and the impreg-
nable rock of truth. As has been truly remarked,
““Spiritualism is a complete induction, as it harmoniare
with every fact in the universe.”

Agnostics would also find that through spiritual
science not only is thio dual character of the universe
proved, but also through it the relations «4 thr pliyucal
and spiritual worlds are explained ; that it supplies a
better idea of nature, and offers a more rational theory
of the origin and destiny of mon than all else can give,
for it explains the great law of spirit unfoidmrnt and
progression ; and it affords a much needed antidote to
the unscientific mvjudiccs of many of our physicists as
well as to tin «Wildish superstitions still chcrisind by
theologians, who B« not to understand that fuitli in
present living facta is totally different to faith in ancient
fictions; the one being rational, while the other is
irrational.

Materialism, as 1 have remarked, is the natural n«o-
tion against the falsities and absurdities of [>opular
opinion regarding God and man's destiny, lord on the
liarbarous and foolish conceptions of ignorant and super-
stitious times. These falsities and absurdities am, |
maintain, a standing disgrace to the age we live in. The
Materialist's philosophy, on the tth« hand, may be very
good so far as it goes, but itis, as |1 have observed, soul
«ss, 1t is like the black cook's soup, which he darcd
to be very good pea-soup, only he forgot to put the [Mias
into it. A chain is said to be no stronger than its
weakest link, and this is the weak point of Materialism,
instead of being a very present help in time of need, it
but mocks those who have trusted in it when the r«%l
strain comes. It is an indisputable fact that when death
removes our friends from us, Materialism, like popular
theology, is found to be wanting, for it fails to satisfy the
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longings of the human soul to know what has become of
the mind or individuality that once vivified the lifeless
Ixxly of him or her we loved so dearly. Negation can
never satisfy a vital human want.

If scientific Agnostics would only devote one-tenth
part of the time they now give to, say, the microscopic
examination of organic cells, to the investigation of
spiritual phenomena, they could not, if honest, resist the
overwhelming evidence obtainable in favour of the abso-
Iute reality of tho manifestations, which only the spiritual
hypothesis is capable of explaining. The true scientist,
the man who investigates a subject before he presumes
to express an opinion thereon, and who refuses to stul-
tify his reason in obedience to his prejudices, does not,
as does the pseudo scientist, speak in the name of science
when dealing with facts beyond his ken and fatal to his
views ; he more modestly confines his statements to the
phenomena that have come within his reach, and to facts
that have come under hir observation, consequently, are
within his knowledge.

The true scientific inquirer divests himself of all
prejudice, and excludes no subject from his investigations,
however opposed it may Imj to his present opinions or
cherished theories. To ignore or ridicule without exami-
nation that which has been attested by numbers of unim-
peachable witnesses, Ix?cause it dot's not accord with
one’s views, is Ix>th illogical and one-sided. To the true
scientist the conclusions of to-day arc but the stepping-
stones on which to rise to higher, nobler, and more cor-
rect views on tho morrow. Those scientists who stub-
Ix>rnly persist in ignoring spiritual phenomena should
I>ear in mind that the Greek sages were considered wise
until succeeding generations found out they wore fools in
regard to many things which they thought they under-
stood. As the Astronomer, Flammarian, declares : “The
sciences of observation admit nothing a priori; but
observed facts ought to Imj received into the domain—
over enlarging—of human knowledges, even although the
present state of these knowledges renders us unable to
give an explanation of them.” To the truly scientific
inquirer a single fact established by disinterested evidence
is more clreclive than all the authority or logic in the
world.

Although the honourable recognition which those who,
in the face of popular opinion to the contrary, declare in
favour of spiritual science merit, is denied them now, it
will certainly Ix? accorded them by the verdict of a |x>s-
terity from whom the prejudices that now blind shall
have passed away into the dim distance of the past.
This statement, as well as many others that | have made,
will, doubtless, not meet with the approval of those of
you whom | term conservative scientists, but ns a writer
of old declared: “To me it is a very small thing that |
ain judged of you or of man's judgment,” so long as my
object is accomplished, which is to call attention to the
untenability of the Materialistic theory, and expose the
intolerance and bigotry still shown by so many mon of
science to that which, sooner or later, will dispel every
form of falsehpod, however plausible and fashionable it
may lie, and .which will shed more light on the mysteries
of nature than has yet been done by all the discoveries
of the p-Vit-

As Is-rore the microscope was invented ininkind wero
surrounded by a world undreamt of, so to-day are most
men, through prejudice, surrounded by a world they
know nothing alxjut, but into which, sooner or later, they
will all have to enter. Before many years have passed,
such manifestations will take place in public that scien-
tists and others will no longer be able to ignore the truth
and reality of spiritual phenomena and spiritual existence

“Oh no ; Itis no flattering lure,
No fancy weak or fowl,
When hope would bid us rest secure

In better life beyond.™
To class spiritual science with ancient superstitions, as
is very frequently done, is the height of folly, for while
the latter were inaugurated in ignorant and credulous
times, when astrology occupied the place of astronomy,
alchemy of chemistry, and fiction of facts, the former
has had to force its way against on opposing tide of
skepticism in an age of practical observation and indue
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tive reasoning, when we have made steam our servant-of-
all-work, light our portrait-painter, and electricity our
lamplighter and postman. That spiritual phenomena
occur is a matter of fact and not a question for argument,
as any one can satisfy himself of their reality who will
take the trouble to investigate. The evidence that
spiritual manifestations take place is, therefore, of the
most conclusivo character, resting as it does on occular
and tangible demonstration and actual personal
experience, and not simply upon the opinions of
others, as do many of the accepted theories of physical
science. The diverse method of these manifestations, as
attested by numerous witnesses in different parts of the
glolwj, between whom there could not possibly be collu-
sion, is in itself an irrefutable argument in favour of
their occurrence.

And the evasion of inquiry into spiritual realities is,
I hold, evidence of moral cowardice on the part of non-
investigators. A man devoid of spiritual aspirations,
however highly he may have cultivated his intellectual
faculties, is only one remove from the non-reflective
animals. To those who clamour for the production of
spiritual manifestations to order, | may remark they ore
not to lie commanded at will, and are subject to very
subtle conditions, which are still very imperfectly under-
stood.

Modem Spiritualism affords phenomenal proof of the
presence and activity of disembodied human minds;
it appeals to reason, and is founded on the facts
of direct demonstration ; it, therefore, has a scientific
liasis, and it supplies scientific evidence of a life after
death. It demonstrates that matter is but a inode
of expression by spirit; that spirit is the energising,
vivifying, and intelligent principle in the physical and
spiritual realms of the universe ; that magnetism is the
connecting link between the two; that individuality,
memory, and love are undying; that ignorance and.
selfishness arc hell, and true wisdom heaven ; that what
is called death is but a change of condition from a lower
to a higher stage of existence ; that Nature embraces not
only things physical, but also things spiritual; and that
tho physical sciences constitute but the lower half of
science. It proves that continuity of life is not a sujwr-
natural but a natural fact that can lie scientifically
demonstrated when the necessary conditions are complied
with; and that intercommunion between those in
spiritual and those in the physical states of existence is
not only probable but possible, for it actually takes place,
so that the spiritual world is a bourne from whence thn
traveller can return, if he so chooses, and call demon-
strate his presence if the opportunity is afforded him
and he possesses the knowledge requisite to doso. |
hold that when the conditions for spiritual manifestations
are better understood, and the prevailing prejudice has
|>assed away, spirit communion will as certainly be de-
monstrated to all as is telegraphic communication between
distant countries now, which our ancestors would have
thought an utter impossibility, much in the same way as
non-investigators still think regarding spirit intercourse.
I further hold that notwithstanding the immense amount
of nonsenfee, error, imposture, and fraud that have k-en
mixed up with the Modern Spiritualistic movement, there
still remains a large residuum of indisputable fact and an
amount of testimony regarding the phenomena suffi-
ciently great to induce every free-minded student of
nature to lay aside his prejudices and preconceived
theories,, and apply himself fearlessly, pathntly, and
intelligently to an investigation of this the higher branch
of science, which exalts, uplifts, and strengthens the
divinest affections of humanity.

“One ray, at last, of piercing light,
Has pierced the darkness of our mental night.””

Those who have investigated Spiritualism can truth-
fully say we knoir, as a result of personal observation
and of practical demonstration, that man survives the
shock of death ; that he lives an intelligent entity beyond
the grave; that his spiritual organism is perfectly
adapted to his new condition ; that no matter what his
state may be—agood, I>ad, or indifferent—every one is
moving forward, onward, and upward, progress being the
unalienable heritage of all, and that under certain con-
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ditions he can and doee return, and when the oportunity
is afforded him he holds communion with those who are
in affinity with him.  Physical matter is thereby proved
to be not essential to life, onscioustn« and intelligence,
which are developments from antecedent life, conscious
neea, and intelligence, just as man's physical organism ia
a development from antecedent matter. And 1 hold
that as man’s physical body thdicate the material source
from which it ia derived, so does man's intelligence indi-
cate the intelligent Source from which it emanates ; and
further, that aa all that man poaaease is derived from
the universe, it is impossible to account for the finite
existence in man of life, consciousness, and intelligence,
without the existence of an infinite Source of these in
nature from which to be derived , and | challenge the
world to disprove thia
I shall conclude with a few lines of a poem entitled
“ Matter and 8pirit»” received inspirationally by Mrs. E.
L Watson s—
«The heart of Nstore Is not cold.
Bat throbs with love’s electric fire
That #th the soft material mould
To meet the spirit's swift desire.
She spreads her shadow-wings st night.
And mm wi»h awe the act behold ;
‘When lo | her countless spheres of light
Sift down their beams of starry gold.
She piles the heavens high with storm ;
We question her with kite and key.
And ligbtning-coariers straightway swann
To bear our thoughts o'er larul and sea.
What we call matter is not free.
Tie subject to the law of mind—
The garment of infinity,
Or God end Nature e'er combined.
And every need of human life
Is but the will of God expressed ;
And all the realms of space are rife
With thought of God in matter dressed.™

THE MATERIALISTIC SIDEOFTHE QUESTION.
(Continued.)

The speaker thon dealt with thu Theistic portion of
Mr. Browne's lecture.  HerbertSpencer had been quoted,
that there was an infinite eternal, creative energy lying
I>hind all phenomena. He thought Spencer was wrong.
If there were an infinite spirit filling infinite space, there
would 1« no room for anything else. You could not get
away from anthropomorphic ideas of God if you were to
have a God at all. You were obliged to think of hint aa
thinking, hoping or respecting, planning, and the rest of
it, just os we do ourselves. Mr. Browne had said that all
the phenomena oi nature showed intelligence, I»ut then
were certain things that showed anything but that.
Who made idiots, insane people, and all the pain, evil,
and misery in the world t It was not true that the world
was made by an intelligent God. W.ith regard to the
design argument, how could there Im, a design in that
which was eternal; how could there Im* a designer liefore
an eternal scheme! He saw no order in the universe
but what arose out of absolute necessity, which could
not be altered, nor reversed, nor directed into any other
cba-intL.

With regard to not being able to define matter, he was
prepared to admit that, (»ecause an absolute definition
was impossible, but they could go quite far enough.
Matter was that which constitutes everything that wo
know. Mr. Browne could not define spirit, either.

Mr. Browne had said that if they were candid they
would confess that they were notsatisfied. The question
was not whether they would get all they desired, but all
that they could rationally expect. He fancied they did,
and after that they ought to be satisfied.

Spiritualism had been absolutely useless, although ho
would admit ungrudgingly that it had done good in the
direction of breaking up the popular theology. But if
Spiritualism was so great a thing, let us have some
practical results therefrom. Ifspirits could manufacture
fabrics at circles, why did they not clothe the naked
people in the worldl They had been said to bring
bouquets of flowers, but ho hod never hoard of their
carrying bread to the hungry. It was said they could
take up a human body and carry it through the air.
Ships ran together in mid ocean, and poor wretches are
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drowned ; where were the $pirit then! Hed those
questions seriously. He gave SpintuaKsta credit for
honesty but he thought they were utterly mistaken
Owing to lack of time Mr. Browne's rejoinder to Mr
Symes' remarks was necessarily of a Iww and impfvfert
character. He had expected Mr Sywse to have viewed
the matter from the scientific »tai»dp<Mnt, insteadu”™ of
ridiculing, lie exclaimed that nothing hr had stated had
been met. He hod I-ren told he had no facta. Spiritual
Science was an extensive subject, and he could not
go into all it phase It was subject to gondition
and unless tar  were conformed to you could not get the
facte He would lie very happy to furnish facts if an
opportunity wen afforded him. With regard to Material
ism being refuted, be meant refuted & containing all that
is necessary, and he did not think Mr Symes had showed
that Materialism covered all the phenomena of nature
Spirit was attenuated matter, but it was enduring while
the other matter though indestructible is continually
changing. With regard to the reading of the lank-note,
hr had seen phenomena of that kind in hisown home, but
he could not come there and do IL There might he
jugglery sometime with public mediums, but not inone's
own family. Hr had seen the phenomenon of levitation,
and ridicule would not alter the fact. Scientiste had al
one time ridiculed the idea of meteorite It was true
tliat Spiritualism was as old & the human race, but in
its new form it had come in an & of scepticism, and Iw
did not know one of his friends who were Stuali
who hail not l«-rn as much opp<wd to it as Mr 8yno
and been convinced against their will ~With regard to
imposture, tliat existed in everything. Spiritualism »u
said to be for tho purpose of money making, but hr had
known noble cases of men devoting tlirir tive to it with-
out any money, and of &ther who had sjwiit a great deal
in disseminating their views and directing people's atten-
tion to the subject. He maintained that thé spiritual
world was a sutetAntial world. As to thought reading
accounting for Spiritualism ; would it account for two «.f
his children writing liefore they knew their &lp)ial« |
Would it account for foreign writing being received
through a medium which could not 1« translated lwrr,
but was translated at home at the British Museum! lie
admitted thr existence of God was not Yostral»le.
He did not believe on an Artificer, Init in an ««mud
cause, working in And through all things. He drfim-il
spirit as thr eternal energising principle in matter. Mr.
Symes contended that matter constituted everything w«
were cognisant of, but he (Mr. Browne) asserted that it
did not constitute intelligence. With regard to continuity
of consciousness, he still maintained that he was the same
person now that he was 50 years ago, although aovwding
to the physiologiste he had had a number of different
bodies since that time. The continuity was relative, and
sleep only broke it as far aa memory was concerned.
Change of opinion did not constitute change of conscious-
ness. Although spirit when on thr mundane stage of
existence was subject to material laws, still it was sujenor
to matter. Mr. Symes bad said that SpiritualiMn was of
no use. He could only say that it had Im of tw tn
him j~t where Materialism broke down, and that was in

affording hope and consolation in lwreavrnienL

THE LYCEUM.

Till Lyceum is progressing favourably in the new Hall.
The ““Denton’™ Museum, initiated by Mr. Haviland, has
received several valuable tontribution during the j«
month, including an Oririan figure from a buried city
near Cairo, a coin of Ptolemy 1., an Indian deity, in
brass, and numerous mineralogical sfircimens. We shall
be glad to receive contributions to thr Museum from our
country subscribers, Mellournr friends arvadviwd that
a Grand Ball will be held at the Manchester Unity Hall,
on the 20th instant, in aid of the general funds of the
Lyceum.

The Ofaqo Daily Flai< of August 23rd ¢ontain a
letter from Mr. J. 8 Dick, contractor, Dunedin, testify-
ing to his dire of sciatic of twelve yean standing by
the magnetic manipulations of Mr. J. Jenkins, tho
healer.
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SPHUTUALIBTIO CONFEDERATION.

Qrricx of tub Victobiax Association of Srinrrvalistb,
84 Russell Street,
September 24th, 1884.

At the Committee Meeting of the Victorian Aaaocia-
tion of Spiritualists, held September 24th, the following
letter waa rrudb-by Mr. W. H. Ternr. It wax received
and unanimously approved by the Committee, but they
felt that the matter was too important for them to
act upon without submitting it to the whole of tho
mcmIxTS, and as far as practicable to Spiritualista
generally. In view of the large Meeting of such expected
on the 27th inat, it was determined that the letter and
the article referred to in it should be printed and copies
circulated there, and should be further published &
a Supplement to the Harbinger of Light for October.
It is therefore submitted for the perusal of members
and friends pending a Meeting for its fuller consideration,
which is proposed to be held on Sunday Evening,
Octolmt fttn.

August 9th, 1884.
21 Birchington Road, London. N.w.

My dear Sir,—In Light of July 19th, you will
haveobserved anaddressof mineto the London Spinttulul
Allianre on the subject of Confederation between Socie-
ties in various |«arts of the world on a broad and simple
Imais therein laid down. My object in writing is to ask
you, if you approve tho principle, to aid in carrying it
into cil'ccl, by enlisting die sympathies and securing tho
adhesion of such societies as you can reach. I have
employed the term ““Confederation” rather than ""Affili-
ation " or such word, because 1 sin anxious to avoid any
idea of precedence or subordination. My desire is that
all should unite on a principle of perfect equality, and
that we should fix our minds on the essential points of
agreement, and not on the accidental points of divergence
of opinion. You will see that the plan submitted to the
London Alliance was cordially affirmed. At a sulise-
quent meeting of the Council which manages its affairs,
1 was empowered to take steps during the vacation to
enlist the sympathies of Societies in all parts of the
world, with a view to presenting an exhaustive report
when we meet after the summer recess. | am endeavour-
ing to do this in what 1 consider the most effective
manner ; by securing the aid of the Press.

May | count on your help in carrying out this plant
If successfully accomplished, it must give Spiritualists a
ixiwer that will 1>0 felt; it will place Spiritualism on a
Ikmis that it litis never yet occupied. 1 have, however,
sufficiently pointed out in my address what 1 think the
advantagen to lie gained.

I shall be gratified if you will take any steps that seem
Ix-st to you to get at the various Societies that you can
approach, and to request their governing bodies to take a
vote on this matter, and to communicate directly with
me, or indirectly through you. It will Im desirable that
in so doing they should enclose full particulars of their
constitution, number of members, and any facts that |
ought to Im possessed of in order to lay full information
before the London Alliance. J need not say that we
seek Confederation only with,'Societies of repute; and
that we do not seek to bind them in any way, or to pro-
pose for their acceptance ally creed or dogma other than
that broad expression of belief involved in the very name
of Spiritualist.

Thanking you in advance,

1 am, my dear sir, very faithfully yours,
W. STAINTON MOSES, M.A,,
President of the London Spiritualist Alliance.

The following in the address referred to as published
in Light —
*IMB President, Mr. Stsititon Wn M.A., opened the special

ot the evruiuf by the following addre-s on the necessity
'Ih| Mlvsnlagl« of affiliation with kindred »ocictics
a —>»1»to I'alt) : > no» Uteri) . In alt th.nf». C(erlt) -

Mnmug aa wi uo, for the last time before the sututan noas. it
arem« well that we should take a look S-bcwi. Before we gather
etrain in the autaain | hope that something will have l«m done
lowsnl» ui g our organisation with kindred axktks by nei«
piucai affiliation.
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I am thankful to he able to believe that the benefit« Otorganisa-
tion are becoming widely recognised  Bpirltoaltote begin to believe
that what has been found good for other people to likely to be good
also for them  They begin to see that in the subjects with which
they concern themselves perfect unanimity of opinion to not fo be
had. and that itto well for them to concentrate their forces on
central pointe of agreement, and not to dissipate them on unim-
tmrtant points of detail. Divergence ofopiniononsuch to notonly
harmless but beneficial, inasmuch as it promotes discussion ami
research, and tends to widen the area of knowledge. But to erect
these minor details into a position of prominence so that our agree-
ment on matters of cardinal importance is ol«cured, to a suicidal
act of folly. Kpiritualiste are beginning to see this. Notonly do
they band themselves together in societies such as oum hut they
In-gin to aak themselves whether between Indies of established
repute, whose aims are similar, and whose faith In essentials to one,
there may not be profitably sooght a wider ami more tar-reaching
confederation

lhere to a vast number of such societies scattered over the fare
of the globe, among the English-speaking people of Great Britair,
the United States of America, and that Greater Britain beyon>i
the ecss where the faith that we possess finds so wide an area for
ite growth and development ~ among the iMtin races on tbeCoo-
ti»ea< of Europe, and in America—(in a letter received from the
t»»dsot  of the American Spiritualist Alliance, be tells me of the
affiliation ot his 8ociety with one in West Florida composed entirely
of Siianiards) and indeed throughout the world, for it would <a
hard in-leel to find a country in which Spiritualism has not struck
Its roote.

I am amUtious enough to look forward to a grand confederation
between srirtin of repute in these variou« countries, in defenc<
and for the advancement of the central principles of our common
faith. What are these principles? In the circular letter toaued on
the formation of the London Bpintualiot Alliance Ihereoccur sosnr
wonts which | mar be permitted to quote here. They ar« these

"It may Im well to state explicitly that no profession of faith
in any set terms is sought from those who may dcslra to co-
operate with us. We have room for all who realise the,Important
in a materialistic age, of expressing a belief that there to some-
thing iK-hiixl matter, and that death dots not end all.”

In the circular letter of the American tipiritualtot Alliance. |
find a similar desire to find an easily defined gronml on which all
may meet, ami where th« nwentials of belief may predominate over
the accidents of opinioo.

The ad Irma, which to signed by Judge Nelma Cross, Mr. II. J.
N«-wtewn, Mr. Chas. Partridge, ami <»thcr well-known nann-».
exprrmly declares

It it neither ttpeefrd nor ¢erired Ap the AU itFfthtttllikMIJ
thinh ohho, nor indeed that any fire thonld hotd uniform efinien»
n/rrn tntyelt which, in their limitless range, embrace all that to
known or attainable in the realm of material and spiritual exi«t-
tenet. Ou th«- contrary, this Alliance has always maintained the
great«st frccilom of opinion amongst ite membrn, regardful thu it
to this very diversity of sentiment which' h-ads to carinat inuuiiy
an«l practical investigation into the mysteries which surroundour
ex-iugc nor « it fo Im conceived that the discovery of any truth,
however advanced, will not open the way to yet sublimer trull.«
becyoml.

¥ a Spi alistic body, we claim to occupy common ground
with kindrul societies, and whilst holding that there should boon
the [Kirt of all a perfect equality and independence In matters «t
lu-lief ami local management, we have been made tn feel that, in
view of their mutual advantage and well-IxHng, a fon intimate
friendly relation ought to Im udablMhed between them.""

Again, in the address of the American Spiritualist Association,
the praddunt of which to Mr. John G Jackson, | find similar senti-
ment» cipri-asol. That Society declares explicitly that * no assent
to a fixed creed or confession of faith to required " from its
members.

I might extend this list to the same purpose: but enough t-
been addncid to show that from various indcpcn«l«-nt centres of
thought similar eooclusious have been act forth. * In essentia »,
Unity ; in non «usentials. Liberty ; in all things. Charity.”” That
to the programme in a nutshell.

If too ask me. What are the essentia’»’ What to ths cential
dgmsit of truth that we are to unite in guarding * | reply, first of
all. by stating as a cardinal proposition. 11> are ia dirref end

JJtltritliiatftkftff. Wedoyot
believe that this lite m the sum total of our existence. We do not
Ix-licve that death draw-an impend ralde veil over | he future. Vc
do not «ran believe that all the phenomena of earthly existence can
I>c accounted for on the hypotheses of the materialist Nor do we

that no evidence can be produced of pulatol life aft« t
phydcal death.

If | am awked to formulate in a positive form what | have thus
negatively stand, | would statewhat | deem to be thcoiaentiato of
theNpiritualist’a belief in the following proposition»:—

1. That there is a life coincident with, and iudepcndrnt of, the
physical life of the body.

2. That, as a necessary corollary, this life extends lieyond the life
of the body.

3. Ihai there is communication between thedenixenv of that
state of existence, and those of the world in which ws now live.

A spiritual life, the complement of physical existence unintcie
runted by physical death ; and a communion between the world of
spirit and the world of matter,— this, in a nutshell, to my faith asa
Spiritualist.

1 trust that | may be pardoned if | say that these cardinal prin-
ciples of our faith must be insist<d on. | have nothing to say
stout the multifarious fails and fancies with which it baa plesmd
Bpiritua'tote of various schools of thought to surround thdr faith
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in tbew great central principle«. Thme are the fringe« that adorn,
or poaiiblr that encumber, the fabric of e««ential truth ; the
onbroideriai with which it plcaaca aome inventive minds to occupy
the pamitig moment. “ In non-cmentiala, Liberty ™ ; as for the
individual, «o for the society.

In a nubluhed introduction to the inaugural addrem read before
thia Alliance | naed some word« which 1 venture to repeat. After
indicating some other purpose« which the Council had in view, |
proceeded:—

“As time goes ou and our feelers are more and more widely ex-
tended, the Committes not without hope that there may spring
up an International Alliance between Spiritualists of all countries.
There is lictwecn us no difference of opinion as to our broad facts.
We arc agrwl on the salient articles of our common faith. On
that broad and substantial liasis it should be possible to organise a
grind Alliance which should include within its all-embracingarms
representative« from ererr nation, whose presence on it« council
thnald testify to the fact that the belief and practice which belongs
tous as Spiritualists is concerned with the true interests of our
common humanity, and is bound, therefore, to take note of and to
protect them.

# Were this realised as the final aim that we should hare in view
—an organisation of infinite ramifications, whose aim should be to
promote the highest and best interests of mankind, and tn advance
their spiritual welfare here and hereafter—it would be clear to all
of im that Spiritualists have laid upon them a serious and solemn
charge, and that that charge can only be tarrict into real effect by
such au organisation as 1 have indicated.”

It is no doubt true that serious care will have to be exercised in
the choice of societies with whom we elect to enter into relations.
In a matter of this kind mere bulk does not always mean strength ;
and numbers may give a very false idea of importance. It will, 1
may say without offence, be necessary to select.

It is«o doubt true also that this far-reaching scheme will entail
much time and trouble to carry intoexecution. Very well ; nothing
worth haring is ever got without such expenditure. And 1, for
ooc, believe that, as in so mauy other things, the first step cots
m<>st. When we have opened communications with our friends we
»hall find that the ground has been prv|>arcd, and that the ideas
that have been inspired in ns, anti, as we have seen, independently
in other places, have found root among them also. It may perhaps
1«ours to remove what has undoubtedly been aslur fairly cast
ul«>n Spiritualists in the past, viz., that they have not recognised
huh duties as incumbent upon the possessore of high truth.

Let us make the attempt, at any rate! Not merely on the high
ground»wfiich | have laid down above, but on the lower grounds
U cxpfUeaejr, let us make the attempt! For assuredly when any
<4 us wdriven to speak in defence of the faith, he will speak then
with force a hundredfold increased ; not as au isolated individual,
n-teven ns an individual memli>cr of an isolate«! society, but as one
of a confederation that has its representative« in all lands, and
which ha» power to give utterance to the faith that it professes in
accents that the world can no longer afford to neglect.

Surely an incalculable advantage | Instead of minimising power
by frittering it away in angry disputations over trivial details, or
by cxjwnding it in fruitless recrimination between those who arc
within the same camp, fighting f»r the same object we shall con-
centrate our efforts on that which we are agreed on, and mass
ourselves with one united endeavour for its defence. Our voice,
when we have to sneak, will gain in volume and intensity ; the
blows we strike will have an added force, from the mass that is
behind them. | do not, at the moment, pro|>ose to lay lieforc you
any formal resolution, but have merely laid the subject before you
so that the Committee may have the benefit of your advice and
counsel. | trust before we meet again late in October, or possibly
in November, some practical step« will have been taken to carry into
effect the suggestions | have been making, that is to say, if they
are agreeable to my colleagues on the Couucil, and generally to the
nvmi<rs of the bociety. 1 hope, therefore, that any who have
suggestions to offer wjll be kind enough to do so, and with these
rvtuarks | leave the subject for your consideration.

THE NECESSITY OF PROGRESSIVE THOUGHT.

AX Address Read at tiie Castlemaine Lyceum
By Miss M. A. Fixlason.
Much has been said on the subject of Pro-

gressive Thought, and every one agrees that thought
must be free before truth can be eliminated from
th< mass of opinions obtaining throughout the
world; yet, whilst people acquiesce that in science,
education, political and domestic economy, and all things
in fact pertaining to the earthly existence, and even in
religion also, that progress and improvement should be
the order of the day ; yet, when it is brought home to
them individually in order that they should carry out
personally the requirements of that acquiescence, how
do they shirk their responsibilities and recoil into their
old bondage of belief.

This is undoubtedly natural to al), for it is human
nature ; indeed I may say it is nature whether human or
otherwise, for as the child is trained, or the young tree
or plant is bent, so does it grow, and hard it is for either
itself or another to incline it in an opposite direction.
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We may bend, we may «train our minds as we will, yet
the thoughts of our youth will adhere to us «till. Par-
ticularly has this been the case in time« past with medical
practice, or cure of the liody, and even now some have
refused to lie cured liecause the cure was not to I>e
effected in the orthodox way; but far more narrowness
has been shown in regard to the cure of souls, as religion
is frequently called by the Church.

Religion, which ought to be a personal and private
affair, is the greatest source of contention in the world,
every one thinking his own views the corn’d ones. At
this age, however, the world is seeing changes in this
matter; nearly every shade of thought and every phase
of religion is gaining a hearing for itarlf in the nine-
teenth century ; so that one might say, religions are
upon their trial, and whichever will best Imar the light
of reason, and intelligence, the test of criticism ami
analysis, will be the religion which will bear the palm in
the future ; and that religion, by whatever name it may
be called, will carry in it front the worth progress and
untrammelled freedom of thought—free to smrch anti
soar according to the strength of our human cnjiacities.
We are not limited in our aspiration after knowledge,
only to the extent of our own weakness. Have we not
an infinitude of knowledge to gain—how then can we be
limited f And can we rest contented with what we have
received, although it may be a large supply and amply
sufficient perhaps for our needs at present! Yet soon
the water would become as a stagnant pool, settled
down into a dead level of uniformity and &tillne
which would ere long Income a putrid and noi-
some pond, instead of a pure pellucid lake, ever lining
fed with refreshing streams of water from a mighty
river, onward ever onward flowing, renewing, reviving,
and carrying away all morbid accretions with it. “Tie
mill cannot grind with the water that is jiast” It must
ever l receiving fresh rushes of the jtassing stream. F<r
example, as you are all aware, the Church has burn try-
ing to do that for many years lack, thinking she could
grind away with the same water she has used so long,
constantly turning it lack again, and again damming it
up so that no fresh supply can come in; hut what Ims
been the resultl the mighty river of thought, swollen
and strong, will no longer In* kept la;k, but has broken
down the feeble barriers and has rushed in, overwhelming
the faith and creeds in its relentless rage, for living liound
so long—hence Materialism or Secularism, the Salvation
Anny, Spiritualism, and Theosophy, all #n overflowing
the boundaries the Church has set, and will, if she go «
not with the tide, sweep away her very foundations. The
Salvation Army, Spiritualism, Theosophy, are all forms
of Spirituality, doubtless, as they psofi to deal with
the spiritual part of man each in their own way ; and.as
we believe that everything exists or is evolved for some
wise purpose, or to supply some end, we deem that the
Salvation Army has a work to do in the building up of tin
spiritual edifice, allicit of a low and subordinate kind,
although j»ersonally my sympathies with its manner of
doing the work go not with it.  Yet | must believe that
though some evil may atAch to it (as what is then not),
some good may also arise; at all &vent it is taking
up the work which the churches have neglected, acting
independently of them ; and | must remember that in
all buildings, if we would have them placed on a firm
and lasting foundation, we must first employ the rough
labourer to dig down and throw up the earth and stones
ere we reach tho rock on which the foundation of the
structure is to In* laid. Such I conceive is the mission
of the Salvation Army, which necessarily can only last
for a limited period. Then must step in the earlier
phases of Spiritualism, and 1y and bye tho higher, com-
bined with Theosophy, which is allied to our highest
conception of spiritual philosophy, and | am giving it
the highest place in tiie spiritual ladder, as its name
implies—The Divine or God Wisdom. What can bo
higher than that| Surely nothing; yet | have almost
liclieved that our Western Spiritualism in its highest
development aimed at the same, and therefore | believe
it is brother to the Eastern Theosophy; and the little of
the latter which 1 have looked into seems to me to par-
take of the same characteristics in its leading teachings
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for our earth guidance at all events. Aa to its funda-
mental principles 1 am not sufficiently conversant with
them, nor am | sufficiently qualified to speak, being
neither able to prove nor disprove their truth. What |
have tested and proved to the &t of my ability in
Spiritualism, by.reasoned experience, | adhere to ; at
the same time | reject nothing, come from whatever
quarter it may, which will throw a greater light upon
the great questions of immortality and the nature and
occupations of that immortal life; and by the very nature
of our agreement in coming together at these gatherings
we are bound to give all just claims for Truth a calm and
philosophical hearing, reserving always to ourselves the
right of believing or adopting what we will, our creed
I«ing that each one can only adopt or receive what he
realises in his own experience or intuition, and conse-
quently cannot dogmatise to his neighbour.

We must ourselves, if we would not Income stagnant
like the orthodox church, allow the stream of water,
which is ever coming in tides fresh and new from the
Infinite Source, to flow to us that we may keep the
mighty wheel of truth going by which we are to get food
for our growing souls. By these incuns, if we shut not
out from our consideration the new thoughts that are
ever emanating from progressive minds, we will open our
minds to new views of the religions of the world, and
even the controversary between Spiritualism and Theo-
sophy will have a beneficial effect, the one acting as a
corrective to the other, producing a healthy breeze to
blow away the impurities and misconceptions which may
yet clog to the outward expression of either, for in their
hidden or esoteric sense they are doubtless alike pure and
true. In my opinion the one helps to fortify the other.
The East and the West will each contribute their quota
in the formation of that higher religion which will be
known as a Progressive Spiritual Science ard Philosophy
combined.

I have simply given you a few suggestions, which each
one will be better able to think out for himself, and
those who cannot enter into the metaphysical teachings
of the works connected with spiritual science and philo-
sophy may mt assured that their salvation does not rest
on the height or depth of their learning, but on what
use they make of the knowledge they have received in
the regulating of their daily lives and their conduct
towards others, Spiritualists and Theoeophiata are alike
agreed that purity of life, charity of feeling, and humility
of mind are the golden keys to open the gateway of
heaven. | have acted on the principle that “ The mill
cannot grind with the water that is past,' so instead of
reading something | had previously read, 1 have written
a few thoughts for the present, which | trust will be
acceptable.

August 12th, 1884.

CURE OF CANCER BY LAYING ON OF HANDS.

The following sworn declaration of a curezoMindoubtcd
cancer by Mr. G. Milner Stephen apjx'ars in the Otago
Daily Timet of July 28th, last:—*“ 1 bfivc I»ecn suffering
for five years from pain, acconi]>aniud with considerable
swelling down the right side of thy body, and very great
pain when lying down. From time to time | consulted
Drs. Brown, Blair, Wardale, Coughtrey, and Batchelor,
all of whom, after examination, pronounced the cause to
be cancer ofthe womb, and that it would prove fatal unless
1 submitted to an operation ; but some said it would be
too dangerous at my age—=55 years. After hearing the
two last doctors’ opinions I went the next day to Mr.
Milner Stephen for his “ magnetic ” treatment. He
immediately removed all pain by *"laying his hands upon
me,” and it has never returned ; and after two more
similar treatments, and using his magnetised salve, oil,
and wat<r only, all the swelling has disappeared.

Since then the concert have continued to come away.
Some of them and the fibrous rootB | preserved in spirits
at Mr. Milner Stephen’s request, and have given them to
him to convince others similarly afflicted of his wonderful
power. 1 now feel as strong and well as | did many
years ago ; and although 1 am continuing his magnetic
remedies, and attend him once a week to get more
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magnetism, 1| believe that the cancers are conquered,
two quarte Jull having come away, and that I shall be
thoroughly cured in a very short time. 1 daily pray to
God to bless my benefactor with health and strength in
the exercise of his wonderful healing gift. Many resi-
dents on the Peninsula know me and my case, as my
husband has a farm there, and | shall be happy to give
any further information to females on the subject
(Signed) Margaret Farquhar.
Peninsula, July 24th, 1884.

This is the paper writing marked A referred to in the
annexed solemn declaration of Mrs. Margaret Farquhar,
made this 25th July, 1884.

(Signed) W. P. Street, J.P.,
Mayor of City of Dunedin.

Co Corrtsponbtnts.
Communicatione intended for this Journal thould be
written legibly, and on one side of the paper only.

THE GOOD OF MATERIALISATION PHENO-

MENA.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.
Sir,—1 was reading the other day Dr. Crowell's record

of the incident which startled him, and led to his con-
version from life-long Materialism. 1 will quote the
eight or ten lines only, and wish to say to you, that it
reminded me of a startle of the same kind, and heard of
since your last issue, as having fallen to the lot of Mr.
Montague Miller, the apostle of Materialism and
Secularism.

Ho can see no evidence of a world of spirits, or a
future state of existence, but these easygoing notions
received a rude shock (as of necessity) the other
evening, when, at a seance with Mr. George Spriggs, the
materialised spirit Geordie walked up to Mr. Stiller, and
shook hands with him. 1 had the story from an eye-
witness, who was sailing the next day for South Aus-
tralia, where of course he will report all he saw, but lie
did not wish me to mention his name.

As this spirit has honored me with repeated shakes of
the hand, | have more pleasure in making these matters
known, than hiding them. 1 hope it will have the same
effect on Mr. Miller, as the incident I am al>out to relate
had upon the mind and feelings of Dr. E. Crowell. Let
the reader turn to page 268 of Dr. Crowell's 1st. Vol. of
" The Identity of Primitive Christianity and Modem
Spiritualism.” The Dr. there writes: ""At C. II.
Foster’s first seance at Moravia, when some eight or nine
persons were present, the face of a young man appeared
at the aperture, who upon boing asked his name by Mr.
Foster, replied, in a clear, distinct voice —*‘1 am
Eugene Crowell, and you are Charles Foster, and it
was upon your arm that the initials of my name appear'd
in New York. ”

This was the son of the author (of the same Christian
name, whom | am quoting), and he goes on to descril>e
the influence it had upon him. What was the influence
on the mind of Mr. Miller 1 don't know, but 1 shall
certainly ask, the first time | chance to see him, for |
once heard him lecture against the truth of the pheno-
mena of Modem Spiritualism

Well, this is what Dr. Crowell says about his son’s
declaration :—

“ This was said in reference to my first sitting with
Mr. Foster three years previously,” when the initials (as
my son said) of his name, met my astonished gaze on the
arm of the medium, and they, like the words, ‘Men«
mene, tekel upharsin,’ written upon the wall in ancient
times by similar spiritual agency, sounded the knell of
my life-long Materialism.”

If the mind of Mr. Miller should be changed as was
the mind of Dr. Crowell, that surely will give an answer
to the worse than stupid question, " What is the good of
these materialisation phenomena1"

I am, sir, your obedient,
ROBERT CALDECOTT.
| Raglan St, Port Melbourne, Sept. 25, 1884.

horaiukiu® npv>M, tiu>, uitsiuuM, palpitiUuu, and low »j.in »
| rely on Hop Bitters. N oticc.
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READ IT ALL.
Hop Bitters
ARE
THE PUREST AND BEST
Medicioe era made.
Ve THEY ARE COMPOUNDED FROM
Hop«, Bucha. Mandrake, and Dandelion

" The Oldest, Beet, moat Renowned,
am! Valuable Medicines in the World,
and in addition contain all the bret
and most effective Curative Properties
of all other Bitters, being the greatost
Liver Regulator, BLOOD PURIFIER
ami life and health restoring agent «n
earth.”

Thty Give New Life and Vigor to the Aged and Infirm

““To Clergymen, Lawyers, Literary
Men, Labourers, laalies, and all those
whose sedentary employments cause
irregularities of the Blood, Stomach,
Bowels, or Kidneys, or who require an
Appetiser, Tonic, and mild Stimulant,
theec Bitten arc invaluable, being
highly curative, tonic, and stimulating,
without intoxicating.

“ No matter what your feeling» or
symptoms are, or what the disease or
ailment is, use Hop Bitten. Don't
wait until you are sick, but if you only
feel lad or miserable, use the Bitten at
once. It may save your life. Hun-
drain hare been saved by so doing, at
a trifling cost.””
Aak your Druggist or Physician

» D<o not suffer yourself, or let your
friends suffer, but use and urge them to
use Hop Bitten.™

* Remember, Hop Bitten is no vile,
drugged, drunken nostrum, but the
purest mid best Medicine e made,
and no [>enon or family should be
without it*

HOP BITTERS MANUFACTURING CO. Melbourne.
Australia, Rochester. N Y U 8, Toronto, London
Antwerp, Paris

Ws have received a long letter from Mr. W. B.
Button on Mr. Symes’ recent visit to Launceston, and the
commotion it has caused amongst the Christian sects
.there, but we cannot spare space for its insertion.
He argues that the Christian religion should be as
open to criticism as any other, and himself criticises
Mr. 8ymes two principal opponents. Mr. Button's
letter is a plea for Agnosticism, which he argues is a more
honest position than giving adherence to a faith which
reason will not endorse.

SPIRITUALIST CONVERSAZIONE.

A CoxvaasAZIONK was given on Monday evening last, at
the Lyceum Hall, Lonsdale Street, by Mr. Charles John-
ston, the President of the Victorian Association of
Spiritualists. There were between 300 and 400 persons
present, and amongst them many old Spiritualists who
have not taken any prominent public part in the move-
ment of late. Mr. Massey gave a short address, which
was listened to with great attention. Mr. Haviland and
Mr. Terry also spoke from the platform. Homo excellent
music was provided by the choir of the V.A.8., under
the leadership of Mr. 1. Bowivy. The catering was
excellent and ample, and an enjoyable evening was spent
As our paper was in the press at the time, we are unable
to give a fuller notice until next issue.

Thk Botto Daily Journal devotes several columns to
¥ A Description of the Mental Process of Healing,” the
history of it, and manner of its practice. Il refers to
the various forms of Psychopathic healing or Mesmeric
treatment, which seem to be very largely and successfully

practiced in that city.
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CATALOGHREBALPET WORKS,

W. H. TERWY, )
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SUPPLEMENTARY.

Continued.

Ingersoll's Cheap Lectures ; “ Take a Road of Your Owa * The
Ghosts ** ““Is All of the Bible Inspired f* "Apnthenafa of
Thomas Paine  *“ Mvioure of the World £ * How Man
Makes Gods;" “ Message of Humboldt;” *Clergy and
Commonsense £ " Do | Blaspheme.”* Ax.  2d. each, S for la

Ingersoll'» Lecture». Difflculum of Belief; “'Breaking the
Fetters = Religion of the Future. M each.

Is Spiritualism Credible! A paper rend before the floats Charrh
Literary Association, Melbourne. By H. J. Browne. M.

Is Spiritualism True! Ixcture by Prof. Bent through mwtiain-
ship of Mrs K. L. Watam hi.

John William Fletcher, Clairvoyant

With portrait By Susan K.U: fa. St

Jesus Christ a Fiction founded upon the life of Apdfexuas

Tyana ; Modern Chretiaaity onginatol by the Fagau i'nai

A tWagraplucal flketrh.

of Roma hr. X feL
Kindergarten My»tem of Education ; iu Principle» awl Predict.
2» faf.

Lectures of Dr. Juliet Severance : Evolution of Life in Earth awl
Spirit Conditions ; How to Live a Century ! Fhikmiphy of
Iminairal

IHsenae ; Religious, Political, and Social Froolom ;

and Financial Problem». meh hl.
Marriage and Divorce. By Rev. Dr Westbrook. do. 2» Ad.

Do. da. By A. K. Giles. w M
Mediumship : a Chapter of Experience Mm. King. fel.
Modem bpintualfam. or The Opening Way. T.H. Hall. fa.

Article« by a BibleSpiritualist, reprint«! from the Fsiforws

Mr. Heaphy « Ghost; the lz>odon Artfat*« own Vcffaoa of an
extraordinary affair, with correspondence between Charles
IhekeiM awl Mr. Hosphy.

Moral an-1 Spiritual Harmony ; a recent tranee-keturr by Mr«
Cora Tal>fiaD-Richmond.

Man! Whence and Whither f By Bev. Dr. Westbrook. |_x11

fa
Man's Origin ; Evolution ; Answer of Themm ; After Ifaaih.
What ! Science and Theology.

Man a Creative First Cause. Rowland G. Hazard. fa "»l.

Ninetkkxtii ('BXTUKY MIIACLU ; or. Spirit» and Thur Work
in every Country of the Earth. By Mm. Emma Harding
Britten. 17ab

Larxe Hvo. Atsi [>agc«, with acollection of portrait» of many
Irromiucnt Medium  Lecturers. and Spiritualfats. A nompre«
ietuire volume designed a» an exhaustive record of th
various manlifmtations of siar.t-powcr throughout the srarid
since the year Itwo, a complete Manual of the Ph<wxnma a
Compendium of the Literature, with refenmex« to mai
worker» in the Movement in various cnantrioL The author
has spent nearly a quarter of a century in «»lbvting far
materials, sod ¥d w> expense in verifying her fa

Nature's Studio. From the “ Knowleigv ” Library, comprising
Colours of Animals; Birds with Tcdh ; Strange 3»a Mon
stere ; Found Links; Intdlizeucc in Animate ; Bns of
Disease awl Death ; Dreams* Brain Troubles; Thought-
Reading, Ax., Ate, by various author». Co<u|ll|cd by R. A
Proctor. fa

Natubal Genksih, Tiie By Gerald Mamcy

2 vol», imp. «vo, Ufa.

Natural Uenmfa awl Ty|x>lugy of Primitive Customs, of
Numbers,of tbc Mythical Serpent, Tree, < row, Ac.; Fall in
Heaven and on Earth ; tbc Deluge and the Ark ; the Ligos ;
Equinoctial Christolatry. Comparative Vocabulary of San-
scrit &n  Egyptian, fee., uuifunn with the “B-»  of the
Beginnings "

Nervous in»* «vs and Magnetic Therapeutic*. By J. E. Hnggs

.D. Ad

Natural Law in th« Spiritual Wl By Hy. Dramatond,
F.RS K_F.GA "<, Ad.

New Version, and other Ixcturc«, by Geo. Chsiney (Infidel Pul-

>

pit Sene»). Twenty in one voL
Descent of Man ; Priestcraft; Celea'ul Barbarism ; Th«
Man Jeaus ; New Religion, he., Ac.

Ouina’s Canoe, and Christmas Offering. Short pieces of [sw<ry
and prose given through the mediumship of Mrs. Tappan.
A suitable gift-book for Children. Gilt. x

On the Road ; or, the Spiritual Snvcatig A compendium of
the Science, Religion, Ethics, and Methods of Investigating
Bpiritualiam. By Mrs. K. H. Britten. A useful little work. Ad.

Occult World. By A. P. Ninnett. New cloth «In., cheap, is.

Oahapx ; the Now Bible, in the Words ¢ Jehovih and His Angel
Ambassadors. A History of the Earth and her Heavens for
24,000 years (Written automatically through the hand of
Dr. Newlrough of New York.) Quarto, large aise, over AUO
ppa, profusely illustrated, legantly bound in

Containing Bynopri» of the Cosmogony of the Universe ;
the Creation of Pianeta and of Man; the Unsere Worlds ;
Labour and Glory of God» and (R»ldreacs ;| New Command
menu of Jehovib, with Revelations from the seound Meeure

rection.
Philosophy of Spirit ; with new version of Bhavagat GiX By W
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Oxley- ) : .
Physical”Kdomtion of Children. Dr. Hartwig. la
Private Practical loatnjction« in the Science and Art of Organic

Magnetiam ; with Illiutrationa of passes, signs, Ac. By Mrs.

Cbandoe Leigh Hunt Wallace.

Paper, 22a. 6d.; cloth, 26s.; French morocco, lock A key, 80s.
Philosophy of Creation ; Unfolding the Lawn of the Progressive
Develanjnent of Nature, and embracing the Philosophy of
Man, Spirit, and the 8pirit-world. Purporting to be by
Thomas Paine, through the hand of Horace Wood, medium.

3.

XXSB or THB SPIRITUAL RXFOBIATION. The Life and

Worka of Dr Kerner ; William Howitt, hie Work for Spiritu-

alism ; Biographical Sketches. By Mra. Howitt-Watts.

5s. fid.
Thia interesting volume contains copious extracts from the
now scarce Stere»» of Prerortt.

Proceedings of the Psychical Kcsearch Society. Issued in period-
ical parts, containing Reports of Committees on Thought-
transference, Mesmensm, Clairvoyance, Physical Menifcsta-

A valuable record of exact

100

lions, Haunted Houses, Ac.
research in these departments. Per part, 3s
Present Day Problems By John 8. Farmer. 10s,

Treats of the various developments of Psychological
Bdenor, from Mesmerism to Spiritual Phenomena, with their
bearing on Modern Thought, and bow each new development
of Science brings us nearer to the unseen realm of spirit

Pathology of the Reproductive Organa 25a
Physical Basis of Mind. By Geo. Hy. Lewes. 15a
Perfect Way in Diet. By Dr. Anna Kingsford. 3s.

1l4a

Perfect Way (The), or the Finding of Christ

Photographs of I'piritualistic Celebrities — mediums, autbera
lecturers. fid. each, set of 20, 10a

Psychological Review ; an Organ of Psychology, Mind-reading,
Clairvoyance, Spiritualism, Theosophy, and the Occult Sei-
enoea Bound volumes of this excellent Magazine, replete
with varied matter.

Vola I1l. and 14 a fid. each ;
Renan’s Philosophical Dialoguea
Raphael's Horary Astrology.
Rhineland ; Legends, Musings, andRecollections.

Corner.
Religion of Phrenology. Ry Prof. Fraser. 4d.
Rights of Women ; a Comparison of the Relative Legal Statue
of the Sexes in the Chief Countries of Western Civilisation.

vol. V. (two in one), 7a fid.
8a
6a

By Caroline
2s.

3s.
Reorganisation of English Institutions. Prof. Newman. 8d.
bPIBIT Tkacbinub. Published by “ M.A., (Oxon.) " 10s. fid.

Selected from a series of high-toned and instructive com-
munica’.iuna
Spirit-Controls, Recorded by «A. T.T. I'." Fifty of the m- st
remarkable of these celebrated Communications (published
in the Medium and Daybreak under the title of * Historical
Controls,”;, illustrated with Portraits and 8pirit-drawingB.
5a fid.
Salern Witchcraft (History of ); Blanchette Mystery; ami
tualism. An intensely interesting work, published by
b 11. Wells, New York. fie
Spiritualism al Church Congress. Addresses dclivervrl at the
Congress of 1881, by Rev. Dr. Thornton, Canon Wilbetforce.
and others, elucidating their views of the relations of the
Church to Spiritualism. 6d.
Spiritual Communications ; a book written by the Spirits of the
so-called Dead, by the process of #mdicint Slate-writing,
including some exalted spirits, with introductory matter
biographical sketches, illustrations, accounts of seances, Ac.
Compile«! by CIG. llellebcrg of Ohio. 7s. 6d.
Stars iu their Seasons ; an oasy Guide toa Knowledge of the Stars,
12 large maps exhibiting the appearance of the He «vens al
any hour of the night all the year round. By R. A. Proctor,

fit.

Serious Letters to Serious Friends ou the Truths of the New DIS
pensation. By the Countess Caithness.

Secret of the East; or the Origiu of the Christian Religion, and

the significance of its Rise'and Decline. By Dr. F. Oswald.

Sacred Anthology ; a book of Ethnical Scriptures.
Moncure D. Conway.
Suggestive Thoughts as to the Purpose and Process of all Things.

Collected by
13a.

Asa K. Butts. 2« fid.
Social Probl«in«. By Henry George. 55
Toe Key ; Sermons by Rev. H. It. Hawci?, M.A, on Spiritualism,

Immortality, Ac. 2s. 3d.

Tokology ; a book for every Woman. By Alice B. Stockham,
M.D. A new and popular book upon Maternity, with plain
directions fur the care of a woman duriug pregnancy, includ-
ing baths, diet, exercise, clothing, and medical treatment,
management during and after confinement; care of infanta,
diseases of children, with simple remedies, gymnastics, die-
tetics, Ac., Ac. 7s fid.

Trutb-scekcr'a Feast. Theological Knick-knacks relating tu the
Groundwork of Modern Christianity.

Thoughts from the Spirit-world, addre-sed to the Wurklng—classes,

Is.

Theosophical Miscellanies. No. 1. la 6d.

Thoughts on the Metaphysics of Tbeoeopny. By b. ban-
daram lyer.

Theosophical Miscellanies. No. 2. 2d.

Unpublished W rilings of Kliphas Levi and the Paradoxes
of the Highest bcienou
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MESDAMES MEARES & BURNSIDE'S
HUNCH AND ENGLISH MILLINERY AID DRESS-
MAKING ESTABLISHMENT,

155 LYOON STREET, OARLTON,

Four door» Jrom Grattan-»treat.

The above I>eg to notify to their Patrons and the Public
generally, that they are prepared to supply first-class
Slillinery, Feathers, French flowers, Ribbons, Laces,

Fancy Goods, Ac., at lowest possible prices.

Special attention invited to Dressmaking Department.
tadies own Dress Materials made up. Latest Style».
Fitguarante<<d Large assortment of Trimmings on hand.

N.B.—WxDDINO and Mourning Orders promptly
attended to.

Gerald Massey's New Books.

BOOK OF THE BEGINNINGS, containing an at-
tempt to Recover and Reconstitute the Lost Origin of the
Myths and Mysteries, Types and Symlrols, Religion and
Language, with Egypt for the mouthpiece and Africa
the birthplace ; by Gerald Massey. A work of deep
research, 2 vols, over 500 pp. each, quarto, 33/.

THE NATURAL GENESIS, Izing the second part
of the above, and uniform therewith. Price 33/.

JUST PUBLISHED.

Selections from a large numleer of

instructive character received
through writing mediumship, by ““M.A. (Oxon.);"
with prefatory remarks in reference to same. 10/6

Other Works by “ M.A. (Oxoil); “ Higher Aspects of
Spiritualism. 3/; Spirit Identity, 5 6; ““Psychography,”
5 6; all replete with valuable matter.

Spirit Teachings ;
Communications of an

NEW SUPPLIES OF STANDARD WORKS.

Religion of Spiritualism : its Phenomenaand Philosophy ;
by Samuel Watson, D.D., 36 years a Wesleyan minis-
ter, New Edition. 6/3

Pioneers of the Spiritual Reformation (Justinius, Kerner,
and William Howitt); by A. M. Howitt Watts. Con-
taining copious extracts from the now scarce Seeress
of Prevorst. 325 pp. 5,6

Bertha: A Spiritual Romaiice ; by W. J. Colville. 3/6

Ghostly Visitors: A Seriesof Authentic Narratives. 3 6

Moral Education: Its Laws and Methods; by Prof.
Buchanan, President of the American University,
(Boston). An invaluable contribution to this im-

portant subject.  7/6

Psychological Review ; Bound vols. Ill. and IV, 4,G ea.
V. (2 vols in one) 7,6. Highly interesting matter.

Philosophy of Immortality ; by Hon. Roden Noel. 7 6

Rifts in the Veil : Collection of Poems and Essays; W.
H. Harrison. 4/

Spirits liefo'ra our Eyes; Ditto. 6/

The Soul ; Peary Chand Mittra. 2/

Principles of Light and Colour; by Dr. Babbitt 2C/.
Th«? text-book of Cliromopathy, or Colour-Healing,
with dissertations on the Higher Natural Forces. 600
large 8vo. pp., 200 exquisite pliotd. engravings, 4 superb
coloured plates, handsomely I>ound, gold lettered.

Lecture by W. J. Colville: ““Spiritualism ; its relations
to Secularism and Christianity,” 3d. “ Triumph of
Spirit upon Earth,” 6<I.

Tales of the Daybreak. For children. 4d.

Communications from Another World.

“ Planchette,” by Epes Sargent. 1/

(Reprint of

W. Il. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.
MEDICAL CLAIRVOYANCET

MR. GEORGE SPRIGGS
Is prepared to give Diagnoses and Anvicx in Trance,
Daily, at 78 George-street, East Melbourne (Three doors
from Powlett-strvet.) Hours, 10 to 4; Saturdays, 10 to 2;
Thursday Evenings, 6 to 9. Fee, 10s. Persons at a
distance send Lock of Hair.
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VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION
or
SPIRITUALISTS.

SUNDAY SERVICES

Au row Held at tub Ltcbum Hall, Loxsdale-bt,
(Opposite Hospital).

Service tommence 7 p.m.—Member» enrolled fore
and after Meetings, or at the

OFFICE AND READING ROOM,
84 Russell Street, Melbourne.

rTadlngT

Delineation of Character.

soul
Or Psychological

MRS. A. B. SEVERANCE would respectfully announce
to the public of Australia that those who will »end their
autograph or lock of hair to her, she will give an accu-
rate description of their leading traits of character and
peculiarities of disposition; marked changes in past
and future life; physical disease, with prescription
therefor ; what Busin«  they are best adapted to pursue
in order to 1« successful; the physical anti mental adap-
tation of those intending marriage; and hints to the
inhsnnoniou&ly married.
Address—Mu. A. B. Sevekance,
irtween Church and Prairie Streets,
Walworth Co., Wia, U.S., America.

Fm 10/6

N.B.—No application will receive attention unless
the fee is sent direct to Mrs. A. B. Severance, or to Mr.
John Frauenfelder, Wilson Street, Albury, N.8.W.

Centre Street,
White Water,

- Mwmcriam is the Keystone of all the Occult t#cnces.

Now Publishing iX Monthly Pasts

ANIMAL MAGNETISM,

BY THE LATE WM. GREGORY, M.D.,
No. 1 Just Received.

Profutor of Edinburgh Univortily.

Dedicated by permisaion to His Grace the Duke of Argyll.
With an Introduction by ““M.A. (Oxon)."”

F.R.S.E.

One of the best Standard Works on the Subject, and
a thoroughly Practical Guide to the Science. To be
completed in six Monthly Parts at 8d. each. Send
Orders and Remittances promptly to secure seta, to

W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL ST., MELBOURNE.

A. FISCHER,
Practical Upholsterer and Mattress Maker,
BURWOOD ROAD, HAWTHORN,
(Between the Station and Power street).

Furniture of all kinds Supplied on Time Payment Suites
of Furniture Restuffed and Covered equal to new. Mat-
tresses and Bedding Purified and Remade. Bed hangings
Loose Covers, Hassocks and Cushions .Made. ladies’
Needlework Tastefully Mounted.—Orders through post
punctually attended to, and competent hands sent to any
part of the Country. Your Patronage solicited.

JUST PUBLISHED,

THE GOLDEN RULE OF SPIRITUALISM:
Love and Light vortiu Selfishness and Night.
By HUDSON TUTTLE.

(Dedicated to his friends under the Southern Cross.)
Price, Threepence.

W. H. TERRY, 84 Russell Street.

MRS. MASON, CLAIRVOYANT AND HEALER,
1 Arlington Terrace, Fitzroy, St. Kilda.

1884. 2885

ORQANIO MAGNETISM,

By Mbs. C. L H. WALLACE

Private Practical Instructions in the Science and Art of
Organic Magnetism, being her original Thnv Gumm
Private Manuscript Instructions, printed, revised, and
greatly enlarged, containing valuable and practical
translation, and the coocentratad ssamce of al! pre-
vious practical works, Numerous lllastraUona of
Paasm, Signs, Ac.—Price 22 6; Ditto, laxind in Fran«h
morocco, with lock and key 30.

Physianthropy, or the Home Cure and Eradication of
Disease, (by the same), 4/-

“THE LIBERAL?"

A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER
OF
PROGRESS AND FREE THOUGHT.

Price 3d. Annual Salmenption, 10a
Publishing Office—96 EluaU th Street, Sydney.

A New and Valuable Book
MRS. EMMA HARDINCE BRITTEN,

Just Published and to Aaanx Paa ““Oneida.”

A large 8ro. volume of about 600 pages, with numerous
Illustrations, entitled “ Nineteenth Century Miracle»;
or Spirits and. their Work in every Country of the Earth.’
The author has spent nearly a quarter of a ¢entury in
collecting her material, and spend no expense in au-
thenticating her facts.

The Subscription Price in Melloume will
15s. PER COPY, OR FIVE COPIES FOR £3.
Intending Subscribers are requested to send in their
Names early to Mb. W. H. Tkmky, 84 Russell-Street,

Melbourne.
CT" A Synopsis of Contents may lie hail on application.

IS SPIRITUALISM CREDIBLE?

A Paper read liefore the Scots' Church Literary Associa-
tion, by H. J. Bbowxb. Prior 3d. Proceeds to lie added
to Association Building Fund.

WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR.
Rational Christianity the Religion of Humanity, crown
octavo, doth, 6s.
The Holy Truth, ot the Coming Reformation, octavo,
cloth, 10a

Delusion or Reality ; or Who Wants the Truth ? octavo,
cloth, 2a 6d.; paper, la 6d.
The Religion of trf future ; or the Higher Law of Truth

Crown octavo, doth, 3a ; paper, 2x

pap«

and Light.

Christianity—its Origin and Eaotrric &fhing, 6d.

THE LATE WILLIAM DENTONS
Melbourne Lectures.

The following Lectures, delivered at the Bijou Th«atrr,
by the late Win. I>enton, were Rrjiortixl and Published
in the Uarbmqgcr of Light, from September, 28 to
February, 1883, and will be sent Post Free to any address
on receipt of 2a 6d.—

1. The Philosophy of Death.

2. The New Religion.

3. The Science of Religion.

4. Prophecies of the Bible.

5. GP?a in the Light of Science A Common

Sense.
for 6d. extra, the Denton Memorial Number,

with Portrait.
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American Photographers and Artists,

84 ELIZABETH ST., MELBOURNE.

Country Agents for the “Harbinger™:—
Oaetlemaine—Mr. W. H. Newlands, Market Square.
Bandhurit—Mr. A. J. Smith, Jun,Pall Mall.
Sydney—Messrs. Turner A- Henderson, 16 Hunter St.,

J. Dunne, 112 Bourke 8t., Woolloomooloo.
Adelaide—George Robertson.
Barnaioartha—F. G. Eggleston.
Tasmania (AT. JF. Cbaif) W. B. A'Oswin Button, Leven.
Dunedin, (N.Z)—J. Braithwaite, Arcade.
Invereargill (NZ)—E. R. Weir, News Agent, Dee-st.
Britbane—8. Smith <t Go., 90 Queen Street.
Launeeiton—Hudson A Hopwood.
Adelaide—W. 0. Rigby, King William Street.
Rockhampton—W. Munro.
Auckland—A. Campbell.
Ipewich, Queeneland—W. Tatham.

Agente wanted for all parte of the Colony.

P Il

THE BANNER OF LIGHT.

THE ODDEST AMERICAN SPIRITUALISTIC
PAPER : Containing Columns of Highly Interesting
Matter connected with Spiritualism and Advanced
Thought.  Published Weekly.

Subscription 22/6 per Annum.

THE THEOSOPHIST
A MONTHLY JOURNAL devoted to Oriental Philo-
sophy, Art, Literature, and Occultism, embracing Mes-
merism, Spiritualism, and other Secret Sciences.
Subscription, 20/ per ann., Postage extra.

“LIGHT.”
A Journal devoted to the Highest Interests of
Humanity, both Here and Hereafter. Published in
London, weekly, 4d. per copy, 13/ perann., Postage extra

OT O-A R T.

BATCHELDER AND CO.,

PHOTOGRAPHERS AND ARTISTS,

(Established 1854), )
| Execute commissions in all styles ot Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms. Specimens at address,

41 COLLINS

MESMERISM.

Instruction given in this Science for the Treatment of

Disease, by a Mesmerist of considerable experience, and 700

Operator of many years' practice.  The Therapeutic
and Phenomenal Application of Meemeriem, just pub-
lished, post free from author, 2/9, or at Mr. Terry's, 2/6.

Address: — Dr. Williams, MA., Odyle House, Punt
Road, Richmond.—Consultation Free.

SPIRITUALISTIC < FREETHOUGHT PAPERS.

The Medium, London (Weekly), 12/6, per annum.

fhe Banner of Light, the oldest American Spiritualistic and
Freethought paper, published weekly. Subscription,22/6 per ann.

The Religio-Philosophical Journal, a tirst-class American Weekly
published at Chicago, U.S.A. Subscription, 17/6 per annum.

Shaker Manifesto, monthly, 6d., 6s. per annum.

The Voice of Angels, an interesting journal Edited by Spirits,
published fortnightly. 10s. per annum.

The “ Theosopbist,” a monthly journal devoted to Oriental Philo-
sophy. Occultism, Spiritualism, Ac.  Published at Madras,
20/ per annum.

The « Spiritual Record,” monthly, 9/

The Vaccination Inquirer, 2s. per annum.

1he Liberal, Sydney (Weekly), 8/ )>er annum,

Freethought Review, Wanganui, (Monthly), 6/6 per annum.

Miller's Psychometric Circular, 10/.

/'Copies of all the above available for subscription.

POS8S8TAOE EXTRA.
W. H. Terry, 84 Russell Street.

W. H TERRY,

Pharmaceutical and Eoleotic Chemist;

IMPORTER OF AMERICAN, ENGLISH, AND
INDIAN BOTANIC MEDICINES.

Herbs, Roots, BarkB, Seeds, and Flowers;

Elixirs, and Balsams.
Also, the ORGANIC PREPARATIONS of Messrs.
B. Keith i Co., of New York ;
Agent for Messrs. Cheney 1 Myrick, of Boston, U.S,
An incomplete Exhibit of whose Goods obtained 2nd
Award at the Melb. International Exhibition.

*TMBDICINXS SENT BY POST TO ALL PARTS.

Extracts

STREET

EAST.

The Evidences of Spiritualism,
BYW. D. C. DEN oVAN.
large 8vo. pages, and numerous Illustrations,
REDUCED TO [Cs. PER COPY.
3 Copies, 21/- _
Postage—Victoria and Neighbouring Colonies, la
W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.

ROBERT KINGSTON

MAKES BY
ArrOItTMEKT

OOHKLLA MAKO,
'°To0g E1gin “atreét Odriton.™

Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered with Silk, Satin Cloth
Zanilla, and Alpaca.

“THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”

THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND

FREE THOUGHT
Subscription, Town. 5/ per annum ; Country, 5/6

Great Britain,. 6/

Subscriptions date from September to August, and are
payable in advance.

The “ Harbinger" may be obtained bound, 2 vols. in one,

at 12/6.—Vols. 13 and 14 Now Ready.

TO INTENDING INVESTIGATORS.

Persons desiring to Investigate Spiritualism can, upon
forwarding Sixpence in Australian or New Zealand
Stamps to the Office of this Paper, have Directions for
the Formation and Conduct of Circles and other useful
Information sent them.

If One Shilling is sent, Mrs. Britten's valuable Book]

“ On the Road, or the Spiritual Investigator,” will be
added.

Printed by J. C.SUpbeu (lato E. Purton Co.,) nt bls Offloe. 10« Bllub th
S'ml-Jelboorne lor tbs Proprlator, W. U. Terry, end published by |Un
» »WU Street M.lboernW



