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the flavour, and doubting the purity of the fluid, open 
their eyes to discover the adulteration. The vast ma­
jority, however, continue to drink, and get so accustomed 
to it that their tastes become vitiated, and the pure 
water of truth if offered to them is rejected as a tee­
totaller would reject alcohol. We do not mean to 
insinuate that all dispensers of the theological “ water of 
life” arc charlatans ; far from it, though We have grave 
suspicions that many of them at least doubt its efficacy 
and some know it to be unwholesome and deleterious to 
those to whom they arc administering it; still we think 
that a large majority have inherited and hold a firm 
faith in its adaptability to the requirements of their 
flocks, just as many conscientiously believe that the free 
use of meat and alcoholic stimulantsan- cssent ial to keep up 
the physical stamina. We have plenty of instances of the 
apparent spiritual health and vigour of persons whose 
religious systems drink only the theological waters, and 
of the equally apparent physical health of others whose 
principal beverages are alcoholic and who eat largely of 
meat. It is questionable, however, in these exceptional 
cases, whether the health is so perfect in either instance 
as it would be with a purer regime, whilst as a rule we 
know it to lie otherwise.

The man who has emancipated himself from theological 
thraldom, and tasted the pure waters of spiritual truth, 
is amazed when he contemplates with open eyes the 
impurities of the fluid he has been complacently imbibing, 
and realising the causes of his former blindness, tries to 
open the eyes of others who are still blindly drinking 
from the theological fountains. His work, however, is 
beset with many difficulties, and his efforts are rarely 
successful; he brings a sample of the purer fluid for 
them to see and taste, but no sooner do they incline 
towards it than the priest sayB, “ touch it not, there is 
poison in the cup; its purity is only in semblance, if you 
imbibe it will kill your soul.” The eyes close again, the 
head is turned resolutely from it, and the soul is saved 
from (?)—Progression

Thus it becomes necessary for the reformer to destroy 
confidence in the priesthood as a preliminary to progress. 
The iconoclast endeavours to do this by violent attacks 
upon them and their whole system, but it is much more

Truth is as a sea, ever presenting a new surface, ever 
fresh and active, but rarely fathomed. Men wander 
about its shores and occasionally wade into its limpid 
waters, but for the most part affect the numerous rivers 
and inlets where the mixture of the soil with the water 
mars its balance and obscures its depth. This soil may 
be compared to error, which in our daily experience is 
often so inextricably mixed with truth as to be accepted 
for it. This is more particularly the case in religious 
matters. The inspired men of old may be likened to 
syphons connected with the sea of truth; through them 
its waters have been poured upon the earth in varied 
volume according to their power, but the theologians 
who assumed control over these inland lakes have lx;en 
continually mixing their dogmas and other foreign 
matter with the waters till, like the rivers and inlets, 
they are obscured and the truth is hard to find.

If in our daily life the aqueous fluid so necessary to 
our physical existence is impure, we filter the impurities 
from it; or, by the addition of a little alum, precipitate 
the foreign matter, leaving the water clear, wholesome, 
and potable. Reason is the “ alum ” which precipitates 
the error in the rivers of life, and it is largely used by 
intelligent persons in all matters pertaining to the 
physical or intellectual portions of our nature; but when 
they purpose using it in connection with the religious 
waters, they are warned off, the custodians telling them 
that the waters being already pure, the “alum” would 
only have a disturbing and deleterious effect, making 
them unfit for our spiritual sustenance. Presuming that 
these men, who have been the hereditaty custodians of 
the waters for so long, must know all about their qualities, 
reason is set aside, and faith closes their eyes whilst the 
priest administers the polluted water. Many do not like
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effectually accomplished by the steady application of 
reason, which by precipitating the error in the theological 
waler makes it too apparent to 1« ignored, and naturally 

destroys confidence in the infallibility of its purveyors.
Thia is all that is necessary to be done—give a man 

the same freedom to think on religious matters that he 
has on all others, and provide«! the religious sentiment is 

fairly devrlo|«d in his nature, hr will inevitably progress 
towards higher conceptions of (ted and the destiny of 

the human race.

HISTORICAL RESEARCHES ON MAGIC,
Tra "dated from the French of liar on Du pot el by

C. W. Roii.xkr, Bknalla.

TllKRK is something hen*,  I said to myself, which <*scapes  i 
the reasoning faculties, I Hit which nevertheless exists, for I 
1 set*  ImtsmI«-» that the gift of healing diseases—one of the * 
amalb-st wonders—is exervisavi through my hands with- I 
out my comprehending by wlist m«*ans  it is accomplished. « 
Tills led bn- to the conclUMon that if this faculty rest«*d  
u|«on a louis of truth, all the rest of the faculties must i 
Is- «xjually true. Ncience henceforth c«*as«il  for mo to br I 
a filial guuruntv«*  against error. For had science not 
denied the reality of tin*  modest works of my hands, < 
although they were a pal«- reflex of th«*  works of the 
ancients T If science was mistaken so grossly with re- < 
g«r«l to th«*  moat common facts which wen*  so easy to i 
establish, could it not also lx*  mistaken cooc-rning all I 
th«« oth«*r  faculti«*s  of th«- human soul und th«*  pro|M-rties < 
of hf<- itself I

Prwe«*ding  from one n*ason  to anotfor, 1 reached at i 
last th«*  «-omluxivii that it was my duty to warcli for 
Uh* truth without allowing myself to Im* arrested in my 
search by any adverse judgment or men*  opinion. But 
wfo knows the path leading to the truth ? The man of 
science when ihteimgntr«l «hi similar subjects remain*  
sil«*nt,  shows his teeth, and makes a face. A monkey 
woukl give a like reply.

“ Seek ami thou slialt find; ask ami it shall Im* given to 
the«- ; knock ami it shall be ofM-iwxl to thee.1*

When*  ’ Whom! llow f I did not know, and still the 
¡turtiftl ••frat, th*,  ¡miniulnl fore*-,  wav going through its 
function» l<*fore  my very eyes.

Let th«*  rcvolte«! oentn throw u|«on the strand the 
floating wreck constructv«l by man's hands to n*sist  its 
wrath, wo might have foieMen such a result and it might 
have humiliated our pride.

Let the same waves detach and l»n*ak  up tons of rocks 
which centuries have treated with respect—this docs not 
astonish us.

Let the thunder shak«*  th«*  foumlations of the most 
solid structures and strike terror into the h«-arts of men 
-this is only a sublime spectacle, the play of a Mind 

force which man is able to a certain extent to resist.
Let a hurriranr-throw down nml whirl about our habi­

tations, uprooi and carry to a distance, trees handrrds of 
years old—^ho now is astonivh««d by such an event T

But le/an clement yet unknown in its nature shake a 
human /U-ing and twist him ubout like the wind shakes 
and twists a reed ; let this «‘lenient seize him and fling 
him to a distance; let this unknown element or force foat 
or touch him rudely in a thousand different places with­
out its lx-ing permitted to him either to see or to defend 
himself against this new enemy, or to shelter his rights, 
his liberty, his dignity as a man against this inroad of a 
mysterious force ; let, moreover, this agent have favour­
ites who arc not hurt by it, let it apparently obey the 
power of the human will, to th,« human voice, to certain 
tracinjpi or signs, or perhaps to a positive order—then 
you will hear utterances of scorn, that such things are 
incomprehensible, that all human reason is and always 
will be against such matters. Yes, I am afraid human 
reason will, indeed, for a long time yet be against such 
speculations. Neverthel«*ss,  I beg here to affirm that I 
believe in these things, that I adopt them as proved, 
that I have seen them, and that to me they are an abso-

lately demonstrated truth—a truth never to be shaken 
by any scientific prejudices or blind opposition of the 
blind.

I have myself personally felt the attacks of this rr- 
doubtable power. One day, surrounded by a large crowd 
of people, I was making <*xpcrimento  based upon views 
of my own in connection with Mesmerism, when this 
power, which some would call the devil, after its evoca­
tion, shook my whole bring ; I fancied I was surrounded 
by a complete vacuum, and that I was standing in the 
mi«lst of a slightly coloured vapour. All my senses 
ap|M-arvd to have double«] their activity, and what could 
not Im* an illusion, my feet were twisted backward in such 
a manner that it caused me great pain, and my whole 
body, carried away by a kind of whirlwind, was forced, 
in spite of my resistance, to obey and to yield to thia 
mysterious power. Other human livings, full of strength 
and Ixwlily vigour, who had approached the centre of my 
magical operations (to speak os sorcerer) were still more 
rudely handled ; and it was actually necessary to lay 
hold of them and fix them upon the ground where they 
were kicking and writhing in such a manner that the 
bystanders thought they would expire under the influence 
of their strange contortions.

The fond was made, the compact fulfilled ; an occult 
influenc«*  came to my aid and united itself with my own 
force, and permitted me for once to see the liyht.

Thus have 1 discovered the path which leads to the 
true magic.

Is this all that I know of the ancient art! No, it is 
only the commencement of what I have to say about it, 
and thia already suffices to explain and render intel- 
ligiUe the tale*  about sorcerers, their terrors, their fear 
of the devil, the numerous and visible bruises and con- 
Ummms they received. and the unfortunate exit out of 
this life which they arc represented to have sometimes 
made.

Tin*  practice of magic re«|uirvd a strong soul, a ^«solu­
tion which cannot Im shaken ; poltroonery is not adapted 
for these kinds of o]>erations, danger must be faced 
unflinchingly ; for even if the devil fo only an empty 
word, it nevcrthel«***  represents a force, an agent, a power. 
Only through, and after, a struggki with that ** great ' 
unknown can man arrive at anything. Thus also with 
ourselves, and at all moments, life struggles against 
death. Thus only by ruling over its enemy, can lite 
prolong itself; all nature is subject to the same law. 
Herr, mon-over, is it nec«*ssary  to break tliis olstacle ; to 
suImIuv first of all the flesh and all carnal lust, so that 
th«*  force which animates us may pass through the veils 
of flesh and blood which surround it, and extend its 
sphere of activity to a distance. It is in this new 
in cilium that the soul finds its enemy, but also the now 
affinities which furnish the power. All that is accom­
plish «-«I is done in this manner, and by th«*so  means; it 
assumes the character of the supernatural, nay, is the 
very supernatural itself.

Nciencc has an instinctive notion of these mysterious 
ojwrations, but only for and in the physical ord««r of 
things; it only arriv«*s  at results by destroying the 
affinities of Indies, by tearing asunder their elements 
(vivisection); then, laying hold of this or that element, 
it altera and upsets for a few moments the laws which 
nature imposes. This no longer surprises anyone, nay, 
even greater miracles are exp«*cted  from science, and 
there is no doubt that science will surprise itself by and 
by. Has science not also f«*ara  1 Does she run no risks 1 

I On th«*  contrary, all is danger for the men entrusted with 
the authority of directing its blind forces; for all these 

i forces have a tendency constantly to return to their 
primitive state, and, to attain this end, they break copper 

: and steel.

Mr. Stephen is doing some wonderful things at Dunedin. 
The Rev. Dr.. Stuart has lent him the Knox Church 
class room for his public healings, and the account given 
of one of them in the Dunedtn Jfornta^ Herald of May 
1st is simply marvellous. We shall endeavour to find 
room for it next month.

Drown naw, InliouaacM, paim s»i aches, and ague, Hop Bitu-rs 
always cures. Bead.
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INTEMPERANCE AND ITS 0AU8E8 AND 
REMEDIES.

Tub following communication was given impressionally 
to one of our subscribers by a spirit purporting to be 
that of the author of the Religio-Medici ;—

Contrary to expectation, we come to speak to you of 
themes other than those which have recently engaged 
your and our attention. It is concerning the uses of 
strong drink by those nations of the earth claiming to 
stand in the foremost ranks of civilisation, that wo 
desire to say a few words to-day. The use of intoxicating 
liquors is almost as old as the race itself. Natural 
ferments were discovered at a very early period of human 
history, and the production of artificial ferments soon 
followed. Then it was found tliat these pos^sod 
exhilarating properties and influences upon the mind and 
brain ; and thus they speedily became popular. And, 
as might be naturally oxpected, they were just as speedily 
abused ; and that, which wisely and moderately employed 
was a source of refreshment and cheerfulness to mankind, 
was transformed into one of its direst curt«*.  It is the 
unfortunate propensity of the race so to act. Its Mus­
ings are thus converted into curses, and the benefactions 
of the Most High, perverted from their original design, 
are changed into instruments of punishment and occasions 
of evil. It is necessary that this retribution diould over­
take the evil-door, in order that lie may Irani, from the 
penalties of his offence, how great is his sin in transgress­
ing the natural laws which have been ermirfcd for his 
welfare and happiness, ami may turn back into tlie paths 
of rectitude and oliediencr. An immoderate indulgence 
in alcohol is pernicious alike*  to mind and body to the 
former by injuring and eventually destroying the huauti- 
ful instrument by and through which it works, and tn 
the l*ody,  by impairing the organs of the stomach as well 
as the brain ami the whole of the nervous system. But 
much of the drunkenness which prevails is attributable 
to the unnatural habits of life contracted by the inliaM- 
tai its of large cities in thickly peopled countries. The air 
they breathe is vitiated and debilitating, the occupations 
in which they are engaged are too often enfeebling and 
depressing. All their surroundings arc calculated to 
lower the mental and physical tone of the poorer classes 
more especially; and a dense fuliginous atmosphere, 
impervious to the sun’s rays, and penetrated and pervaded 
by the products of imperfect combustion, tends to pro­
duce an enervating and dispiriting effect upon those who 
live and move and have their being in it. Their homes 
are equally depressing, men and women ore conscious of 
a want of vitality, of u sentiment of joylessness, and of a 
.feeling of despondency and gloom, against which the only 
counteractive agency that is accessible to them, or that 
they are perhaps acquainted with, is a fermented liquor, 
under the exoitement of which they are conscious of a 
temporary elation of spirit«, a transitory brightness aud 
activity of mind, a scum* of good fellowship, and a 
momentary forgetfulness of the unloveliMss, the gloom, 
the cheerlcssnesa, and the positive ugliness of their daily 
live« For these are indeed very repulsive, and terribly 
far removed from th**  grandeur and lovelim*M  of nature, 
and from all her sweet ami soothing influences. Recall 
to recollection all she lias been to you, and the many 
feasts of happiness you have derived from communion 
with her in many land*,  ami under many moods; and 
then consider for a moment what must be the habitual 
feelings of those who live in a condition of permanent 
exile and perpetual estrangement from the bountiful 
and beneficent mother. No fair visions of a pure and 
azure sky, of snow-capped mountain and verdant valley, 
of heaving sea and silvery cataract, of flowery meadow­
path and fragrant garden, of fruitful orchard and pro­
lific vineyard, of venerable forest and far-stretching 
plain—no music of birds, no hum of bees, no buzzing of 
insect life among the grass, no sweet sound of rustling 
leave*«  and rippling brooks to gladden their cars; and 
none of those*  secret silent whisperings to th«*  fancy and 
imagination which nature utters to those who truly love 
and reverence her as the visible presentment of creative 
goodness and wisdom, and of which, poets are the truest 
interpreters. Instead of these delightful sounds and

sights, the poor denixen of a great rity is familiar from 
one week’s end to another with squalid objects and dis­
sonant noises. He knows nothing, except by report, of 
the winsome beauty of nature. He is an alien and a 
stranger; and the air he breathes, the occupations be 
pursues, the objects by which he is environed, the work­
shop in which ho labours, the room in which he takes 
his food, and the chamber in which he lays down his 
weary limbs to reat at night, all combine to produce a 
languor and exhaustion of mind and body, a disaatisfac 
tion with his harsh, unattractive, and ungonial lot, 
which predispose him to fly to the bottle a*  a refuge 
from the oppressive and depressing monotony and weari­
ness of his daily life. Hence the enormous, the appalling 
consumption of intoxicating liquors; and those who, 
with the best intentions, enter upon a crusade against 
drunkenness, too often close their eyes to its predisposing 
causes They endeavour to lop off some of the branch«*«  
of the upas tree, instead of striking at its very root. It 
might nlinost lie said that their kindimu occasionally 
takes the form of cruelty inasniuch a« it is directed to 
deprive the very poor of the only glimpvw of cborrfulrw-»*  
and even of happiness they posscsx. The true metho*I  of 
making war on intemperanco would Im« by removing its 
temptations and inducement«. The»*  an«, in very many 
instances, the wretchedness, the gloom, the squalor and 
the unhcalthincM of the place*  —it would l<e wrong to 
call them homes —which they inhabit. Destroy thi*M*  
and Nulwtitutc for them cleanly, cheerful, airy, well- 
ventilated and pleasantly situated residences ; and you 
would find that a material diminution in the demand lor, 
and conMuni|»tion of, intoxicating liquors would »|Miqlily 
cnsue. What immvn.se sums of money you ex|N*nd  on 
the erection of churches and cathedrals, nominally in 
honour of Him “ who dwelleth not in t«*mpl«*s  made with 
hands, neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though 
He needed anything” from His creatures; and yet 
under the very shadow of somo of these stately and 
costly edfices, men, women, ami children ore grovelling 
and burrowing in habitations scarcely tit for the reception 
of swine. Is it not strange, is it not incredible that 
those who call themselves l»y the name of Christ should 
be so completely «leaf to his voice—so entirely forgetful 
of His words, M If a man love not his lirolln-r whom hr 
hath w**n,  how can he love God whom hr hath not seen T’ 
How indeed? In all great cities thore are hundreds and 
even thousands of these brethren, herding together under 
conditions altogether adverse to health, d«*cency,  and 
cleanliness; while those who coukl, if they chow*,  pur­
chase and pull down every on«« of th«*»*  shameful tene­
ments, and erect upon their sites homes which would lx« 
really homes, stream |«a*t  them Sunday after Sunday, 
and fill a building large enough to shelter many scores of 
these outcasts, which is lying empty and uselean all the 
week. How can they suppose they are offering an 
acceptable worship to Almighty God, by periodical 
gatherings there, when they n«*glvct  thos>*  who an*  slowly 
perishing outside?

d MIL BROWNES PUBLISHING FUND.
The following sums have been kindly and voluntarily 
forwarded on account of the above, and arc hereby 
acknowledged with thanks.

From Mr. William Layby, Sandford £■”» 0 0 
A Friend from a neighbouring colony 10 0 0

Melbourne May 28th, 1884, £1-'» 0 0

We extract the following from the Ifairarajxi Dail;i, 
N.Z., of May 12th :—“The Greytown people an*  rapidiy 
becoming convert« to Spiritualism. There are both 
trance and writing mediums in that township. Spirit 
circles are drawing young men away from beer and 
billiards, and creating a marked change in the Itabiu of 
the rising generation.”

The Philatophical Inquirer for March 16th contains an 
ably written and critical review of Mr. Sinnott’s Esoteric 
Buddhism, by a contributor signing himself N.D., in the 
course of which he points out some important errors in 
Mr. Sinnott’s statements.

immvn.se
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SPIRIT COMMUNICATIONS.
FirrBBW jrw uro ■ few thnimhtful people who I ad «atiilled th*mwlve*  

•>f the Lute tut» of MpIrituaUtm »Mocialod Uwr> ther with the rlew of 
>*penli)K  up end main tai uiit« periodic inlercour»« with the »pirit-worla. 
their object betnr the ■piriiual development of the clrrlo—the acquisition 
of knowlodite and eiilikhtcnmenl for thetnaelvca. and the difftuion of 
the latter ainonjrst th'**  whoae mindi were fitted to rrccivo it- A 
channel of communication wm mx>ii opened. principally by automatic 

-<jrrilitis. both ty hand and idanchette. and auhwquanlJy trance tn<->lia 
^bra developed homo of th« written communicatioiu were published 
in the early numbers of the but the trance addrrur« not
I wins reported for a coiuhb rable tliiH*  were not preserved. Occasionally, 
however, a reporter's service» were available, and a nomber of M.S.. 
< onalstliiK of lectures and discourses on spiritual, moral, and actontiSo 
subjects have accumulated. Io which it I*  deemed desirable to |ri«e 
|iublic‘ty. Th« aeria selected for publication were given during the 
years IWl-J I th« first of them nrofeswslly by the spirit of the late John 
KllhXaon. M.t). F. It M.. who when in the Isody was tx rsonally known to 
one <>ftbo oldest in<-in«K.-n of the circle: the identify, howeve". of the 
iiitelliirwca.-» who dictated th« insltar whim we intend to publish is of 
little inomi-iit; the communication« must lx*  ¡udgod by their Intrinsic 
merit, which cannot be eidianced by authority.

SOUL FORCE, Ac.
In our efforts to anticipatc the discoveries of Science, we 
must first Iregin with recognised Science, ns by law 
ostablished. We will therefore put the human being 
under a microscopic physiological examination, for a two­
fold purpose; first, to show that there arc movements in 
Ute human organism referable to no possible operations 
of matter; next, to prove that the soul, so far from being 
seated in the brain, will Ire found to Ire coextensive with 
the whole Irody.

When the human Irody is placed under strong micro­
scopic power, it is found to Ire comjioscd of innumerable 
small masses of a semi-fluid granular sulmtance, moving 
with a strange tremulous motion. U]>on closer examina- 
tion>ach of these l>odi<*s  will l>c found to represent an 
independent living Irving, exhibiting vital powers, and 
continually undergoing change of form ; and thut they 
are intelligent may Ire judged from their actions. In 
them takes place the miraculous change—the wonderful 
transmutation of nutrient mutter into living material. 
These an- the organisms referred to in an introduction to 
a former communication. These Ixxlics, besides the move­
ments called molecular motion which takes place in them 
with a constancy and pn-eision of movement, have what 
are called independent movements; that is, these Ixxlics 
throw out processes, and retract them again, l»y which 
means these Ixxlics are gradually displaced, and a change 
of position occurs. In that you will understand that 
they are variable and continually moving organisms. 
These organisms seeiu to move independently of each 
other; but, in reality, their movements are determined 
by the force of attraction which each exercises on the 
other. In organic nature, as well ns in inorganic nature, 
every atom is furnished with two |x>l«-s, one of attraction, 
oim of repulsion, and is therefore n magnet. So strongly 
does this force of attraction inhere in every atom in 
nature, that if you could divide the atom, you would have 
two magnets instead of one ; and the greater the numl>er 
of particles into which you could subdivide them, the 
greater the numtar of magnets you would liar«!; so that 
th«! force which holds together the atoms of the earth is 
the same kind of force as that which holds together the 
•atoms Mthich compose tljo-Rving organism. Stronger in 
th«- solid earth thati/in the water, it is stronger in th«? 
solids of the organism than in the fluids—so strong that 
it is called the fo»ta of cohesion. All living organisms 
arc fundamentally composed of these mosses. Forthough 
nature producesinany forms, she has but one mould in 
which 81m works—a unitary root, from whence all diver­
sities spring. But, as we ascend the scale of organic 
forms, their appearance is essentially changed, and also 
their qualities. They an*,  in each aggregate, governed by 
a power which becomes more subtle and complex with 
every change to a higher form. And as we see the 
evolution theory written in tho successive phases of 
embryonic life, so each of these organisms taars traces of 
its ascent ; the transmutation of existences which belongs 
as much to tho protoplasmic mass, as to the perfected 
man ; for stamped on each miniature organism, by the law 
of impression—though os yet no microscope has been 
constructed powerful enough to reveal it— is its natural 
history. Now, as nature has but a unitary universal 
mode for tho development of the physical forces, she in 
no wise departs from this mould in the development of 
the psychical or pncumatological forces, and tho time will 

come when there will be discovered movements in the 
living organism referable to no possible operation of 
matter— a power causing movements independent of all 
physical stimuli, and using the multitudinous array of 
minute organisms (os a commander-in chief might the 
forces under his command) to preserve the common­
wealth of the body amidst the warfare of existence, 
whilst in the structure of these organisms will be found 
aptness or capacity to receive these motions, just as tho 
optical apparatus is found fitted to receive the motions 
called light. For strife is continually waging everywhere. 
Therefore strife is continually around you, though tho 
mode of warfare and the scene of battle are often hidden 
from your view.

To make this somewhat involved explanation more 
intelligible, the phenomena will lx? tast seen where there 
is a wound in any outer portion of the lxxiy. A resisting 
medium will ta seen to lie immediately thrown oil', by 
which oxygen—the destroyer of all organised matter, is 
almost altogether shut out. Then a number of theso 
minute organisms will Im? seen to move forward, by tho 
process previously spoken of, and will throw off formed 
material; it may Im? a portion of a muscle, or it muy be 
continuing an artery here, or forming a nerve there, or 
drawing on the insentient material around them ; fibrin«-, 
albumen, or gelutinous material is thrown oil*,  until the 
cavity is completely filled up. Their actions will be seen 
to take place with a constancy and precision of movement 
unlike the other organisms which compose the rest of the 
lxxiy ; their activities, also, will lx? seen to be counteracted 
and neutralised nt given points, until neither too much 
nor too little is reproduced upon the exact line of injury. 
These facts exhibit thought, and occur without tho 
cognisance of the sufferer, the unconscious mental life— 
unconscious, that is to say, in so far as the little organisms 
are concerned—intelligence governing the animal intelli­
gence, until th«! injured plan of the body is restored. 
Though the body plays the most important part from nn 
executive point of view, yet it is manifestly under the 
direction of mind.

Wo have passed almost insensibly from the known to 
the unknown ; but science has still greater facts to reveal 
to man. Along the nervous system pass circular currents 
which under the microscope as yet yield no evidence ; but 
the time will come when they will be seen to arise from 
different points in the nervous system. Thon, if their 
course lx.- followed, they will ta found to traverse a portion, 
or all parts, of the lxxiy ; acting on the magnetic powers 
of th<*se  organisms, and causing a partial or general dis­
placement, and rousing the activities of the nervous 
system, just as galvanism applied to the inanimate forms 
of the anthropoid apes, throwing them into the various 
attitudes of attack, or defence, of veneration or of fear: 
forces which though acting through th«? vital poweMi of 
the system, are yet distinct from it. These spiral move­
ments, in one direction, will lx? found to depress, and in 
another to raise the vital powers of the system, and these 
currents, so fur from taing generated by externa) stimuli, 
will lx- seen to traverse the system in op]x>siticn to ex­
ternal circumstances, in opposition to all physical stimuli. 
Scientists will then cease to confound forces with motions. 
These waves of force, passing through every fibre in the 
organism, may Im? seen issuing from the innumerable 
pores of the lxxiy, and, attracting certain vital properties 
along with them, the human taing will lx? found to be 
enveloped in a cloud of magnetic phenomena, just as the 
earth is enveloped in its atmosphere. It is by the 
thought of the soul impressed upon these waves of force 
that the actor possesses the power of moving his audience 
to laughter or to tears. It is by throwing off these waves 
of magnetic force, that a popular leader may sway the 
mass<!s, a fanatic found a sect, or an itinerant preacher 
cause a revival demonstration. But, when knowledge in­
creases on the earth, then men’s inventive genius will 
contrive higher means of revealing the unseen, for the 
microscope as improved will reveal, not the soul, for that 
no human eye shall ever behold, but She action of forces 
which will reveal the existence of the soul. Then the 
materialistic scientist will exclaim—“ I can no longer 
doubt the existence of tho spiritual principle in man, and 
that it can exist apart from matter, for it reigns supreme 
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in its divine right; and that it. is the intersphering of 
souls which causes the highest progress on earth.”

As the forces of the body and soul pass and repass each 
other, each impresses its form upon the other. The life 
of the soul is impressed upon the body, and the life of 
the body upon the soul. For this law of impression 
prevails wherever forces act ; and as man's body is trans­
mitted to him by his ancestors, so also is his soul—a 
much more rational and natural conception of the growth 
of humanity than that a fresh soul is created for each 
embryo—and bound up in the inherited organisation are 
vestiges of the impressions of the lives of departed 
ancestors. For every atom in the brain and nervous 
system has a memory of former existences; characters 
mental and physical arc thus transmitted, and some 
ancestral trait or feature ■pnk. out to show that mind 
and body may be predetermined ages before birth. Wo 
thus see the persistence of certain types, in reappearing; 
long after every vestige of the mental and physica 
characteristics which liad distinguished the type had dis­
appeared. Mental and physical characteristics lying 
I stent—pul to sleep as it were—for many generations, 
rdsopear enhanced or intensified in the offspring, it may 
1« by the introduction of a stimulating force ; these forces 
making in all what is called the sum of the conditions of 
life. These are facts which daily present themselves, 
loth in the human and animal kingdoms. Not that the 
atoms which compose the organisation of the offspring 
existed previously in the bodies of ancestors, for force 
ever repeats itself; physical forces beget physical forces, 
And mental forces their like. There is an inheritance of 
the mind, even as of the body.

With regard to the much vexed question of the re­
appearance of certain types, the equilibrium towards 
which the force tended has been that of stability. But, 
interfered with by oilier forces, the equilibrium of in­
stability has prevailed. Then, again, these elements may 
l< so controlled, counteracted, or neutralised, as to pro­
duce a new type, which in time may become ¡wnnanent— 
that is, attain the equilibrium of stability. And we 
often see transmitted with the mental and physical 
characteristics, vestiges of the most vivid impressions 
produced by the most striking events in the lives of 
ancestors—impressions scarred into the soul—and under 
favorable opportunity, wo SM from the influence of exter­
nal tilings, the unconscious become« conscious, and these 
impressions reappear. It may be that the form of some 
landscape, associated with pleasure or pain, awakens like 
• notions even in a remote offspring—for we can place no 
limit to the duration of these impressions—until the indi­
vidual fancies that in some former existence he has visited 
the same scene, and felt more keenly then the emotions 
he feels so vaguely now. It may be at the sight of some 
fadwF ancient portrait, or some antique costume, that 
these impressions start into life, and combining, the 
imagination fills in the details, and the mind weaves from 
thcln the panorama of a past existence. It niAy In* of 
sonic prvat historical event, or some dire tragedy of life, 
in which the ancestor has played a conspicuous part. But 
when the mind is withdrawn from the world, these impress­
ions start up unbidden and unlooked for, like thospectres 
of a dead and gone age, until the mind is filled With the 
shadows of a past existence, and the individual believes 
lie has lived a different life to the one in which his Jot is 
now cast. These facts are the origin of the Reincarna­
tion theory. Its claims to validity can now be very 
liriefly considered.

But there is a Reincarnation hypothesis gaining ground 
rapidly in the spiritual world, even among the higher 
intelligences. If you ask mo what verification have I to 
offer, 1 answer none, save such as the study of the 
developments of cosmical physics affords. 1 will place 
it before you, and you can accept or reject it, or like my­
self you will neither accept or reject, but wait until the 
future discoveries of Science confirm or disprove. In­
finity and Eternity are words continually in use upon 
earth, though no mind can conceive their precise signifi­
cation. Matter is said to be eternal; force is said to be 
eternal , nature is said to bring forth an infinite variety 
of forms ; the universe is said to be infinite in extent; 
throughout the heavens we behold worlds struggling into 

existence. The dimmest, smallest speck in*  th»*  sword­
handle of Orion contains galaxies of worlds in different 
stages of development; throughout the heavens there are 
innumerable worlds and worlds in different stages of decay, 
worlds from which all life has departed. Acted on by 
the forces which surround them, they are melting into 
the elements. All things, as the things they are, have 
had an existence; and all things—as the things they are 
—must pass away. To return to that tiny a|Mx.-k U|»on 
the infinite ocean of azure, the earth, it has had a hirth. 
an infancy, it will have its period of maturity ; it will 
grow hoary with age, all life will depart from it, it too 
will melt into the rlfmenta There will come a time 
when the sun will cease to shine, when tlie planets of the 
solar system—as plan«Ha they am now—will paw away. 
If I say to you, this may occur in a hundred millions, or 
five hundred millions of years, what understanding have 
you of it 1 What is a hundred millions of year*  in the 
life of a world! As a hairsbreadth in the diameter of the 
earth. But there will coiue a time when a new sun and 
planeU will appear, with a glory far Iwyond the pro»*nt  
glory—a splendor which you cannot conceive—transmuted 
in substance whilst the principle remains the same. Tli«*n  
the spirit-world may be merged into the new planetary 
existences. Passing on in our life as it is remove« us at 
last from the emotions, and makes of existence but a 
frigid serin of intelh-ctual phenomena. A more nuyeslic 
creation, or transmutation—for creation it will not be— 
mom majestic than the sun and worlds which you know 
of, loftier forms of existence through which we may all 
approach neamr to the conditions of the Eternal and the 
Infinite, and it may 1« yet again passing on to lofti<r 
creations, higher forms of existence, where the most lofty 
imagination cannot follow, when*  no thought can reach 
their state. Everything Inmihi truces of existence in a 
life before that of your world. Before matter -as you 
know it—was, the laws of impresMon and correspondence 
existed. These laws are eternal and uncliangealdr. It 
is only the forms in which they act that an1 temporary 
and changeable, All things have but a transitory exist*  
tcnce. They come, they ¡num, and am gone. < lone as th«*  
forms of the things they were, to reappTar in greater 
majesty and glory; immanent power, ever unfolding 
progression, instead of the dead stabilisation of things 
mom wonderful transmutations, mom msjestic forms of 
existence — through which we may approo.li nearer to the 
Eternal and unchangeable One,

This succession of existences recalls to ruy mind the 
facts that we am now at the closing sitting of the year. 
This year is begotten of the last, even as tin*  next will In* 
born of this. Death has mode gaps in the crowds of 
human life, l»ut the new-come rs have more than fill'd up 
the void Stifl them are dear departed oik*s missed. 
Death everywhere pressing Upon life. . During the past 
year nations have sung od«w to lilierty, whilst their «very 
action has l<*en  fettered with the cliains of slavery, and 
whilst the iron of oppn-ssion lias entered into their souls, 
but goading them on to wring greater concessions from 
their rulers. Brows which last year were stainhas, ami 
looking heavenward, are now bunt to earth with shame. 
Light lieaRs have grown heavy, and wcanr burdens have 
>n-ss<-<l on aching shoulders. .Many burdens have been 
ifted. Maliy have been rescued from their lives of 

degradation New ties have been formed ; old tic« have 
been broken. Words have been said, and actions have 
been done, which not a lifetime could recall or undo. 
■Seeds of good and evil have been sown, never again to In* 
uprootid. The seeds of knowledge have bean thrown 
broadcast on the world, some to lie lost, and somo to bear 
fruit a thousandfold. Truth has progressed, and our 
circle is not lichind-hand in the march of enlightenment. 
We have done what toe could. The rest, dear friends of 
earth, remains with you.

I will now make a few concluding remark*.  It is a 
law of mathematics, that if the mathematician wishes to 
ascertain the value of an unknown quantity, he shall 
look in the data of the problem for a number of known 
quantities equal to the unknown, and the sum of three 

uantities determines tho value of the unknown quantity, 
n my study of the mind and body, I have made this 

rule my guide. Accepting unquestionably, as all must
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sooner or later, the truth of the evolution theory, I have 
searched in the two great empires of nature, the organic 
and the inorganic, for facts which will throw light upon 
the problems of mind and body, and give a solution of 
the mystery of human existence. In man we find the 
fora^of attraction appearing, the force of impression, a 
correspondence to external Nature, for in man we find all 
tho phenomena which characterise the rest of Nature, so 
that from a psychological as well as a physiological point 
of view he deserves the name so often bestowed upon him 
of microcosm. In the lowest form of organic life we find 
a spt'ctal cause which becomes mon*  specialised as we 
ascend the scale of Nature, until in man we find special 
groups of phenomena referable only to a special and com­
plex cause. All the forces of external nature are found 
combined in him, and their phenomena are repeated in a 
higher form, producing a loftier existence proceeding from 
a higher cause. The contents of the structureless sac, 
the germ of the lowest form of organic life, in nowise 
differs from tho germ-cell of human life, as far as micro­
scopic or analytical researches will reveal : but from the 
first movement towards development differentiation is 
seen to occur. Therefore, the different^*  in development 
must 1» due to the differences in the immaterial principles 
within Tho question now comes—have tmimalt souls? 
I answer, I believe they have. The question then arises 
—docs the argument for immortal life hold good for 
animals t I answer it is a scientific axiom that nothing 
which has ever existed can cease to be. Even the atom 
is immortal. Change of form all must undergo^ No­
thing remains constant to the one existence. Instead of 
the stalfclixarion of nature, a dead unchanging state of 
things, there is an ever-moving ever progressing state of 
things, a transmutation of existence, which allows that 
the equilibrium of instability is Cod’s divincst gift to all 
his ctwiZi’ok. At last 1 think I have proved from the 
hard unyielding lips of science the immortality of the 
soul.

I now bring my present series to a close. At some 
future time 1 may take up the thread of these discourses, 
and weave fresh knowledge from them. It has given me 
unspeakable pleasure to have given you such communi­
cations. I have had many difficulties to contend with 
during this course of communications, one of the greatest 
firing the M-I<*ction  of appropriate language icAicA, simple 
and intelligible to all so that no-one's mind might be 
wearied nor their understanding vexed, would yet be 
comprehensive enough to explain some of tho abstrusest 
problems of existence. There am some who doubtless 
will bring against these communications the charge of 
inconsistency. To such 1 say the inconsistency is in 
your misinterpretation of my words and thoughts. If 
you look through damaged spectacles, good friends, you 
must expect to find flaws. Force not a meaning on my 
words which was never intended J the fault is in your­
selves.

A charge has been brought by many Secularists that 
spiritual communications have not enriched tho stock of 
human knowledge. To-sucii I would say, before you 
mako that charge again; read these lectures carefully and 
thoughtfully. 1‘ondxt well upon them, and try to realise 
the knowledge in them. Crude and imperfect though they 
may be, yet thry/jare destined to work much good in the 
future, both in your world and ours; and at this thought 
a profound and holy calm seems to fall upon me, a peace 
which paxM-th al) human understanding.

flood night Peace go with you. May every enjoy­
ment lie yours.

January 1882.

A NEWSPAPER SCRAP.
Thue Religion.

Living friendly, feeling friendly, 
Acting fairly to all men ;

Seeking to do that to others,
They may do to me again.

Hating no man, scorning no man, 
Wronging none by word or deed. 

But forlicaring, soothing, serving, 
Thus I live, and this my creed.

THE DRIFT OF RELIGI0U8 THOUGHT.
The following excerpt from The Christian JForW(London), 
of March 15th, is a significant indication of the progressive 
tendencies existing amongst congregational teacher*.  
Many of them are evidently inclined to accept the 
altered condition of things, and if not to lead, at least 
to keep level with their flocks in travelling up the hill of 
progress. Some time since we read a lecture in exact 
harmony with this, given by a Presbyterian minister to 
the Christian Young Men's Association at Paisley; and 
instances of tho same tendency are to be found in all the 
other churches. Nothing will do more to spoil the trade 
of the professional iconoclast than the spread of these 
sentiments

At the annual conference of the Lancashire Congrega­
tional Union, held at Henry-street Chapel, Bury, a few 
days ago, a paper was read by the Rev. J. B. Aitken, of 
Rochdale, on "The influence of present phases of then 
logical thought upon the life and work of the Church,**  
in which the prevailing tendency towards broader con­
ceptions of the relations of God and man were strikingly 
set forth. After remarking that although churches were 
naturally inclined to minimise the changes that were in 
progress, it was not wise to ignore them, especially if they 
came from within the pale of the Church, Mr. Aitken 
pointed out that it was one of the features of tho present 
theological movement that it did not care to formulate a 
creed lest it should shackle the mind, or appear to give 
finality of form to truth. An initial characteristic of the 
new theology was a wider ami freer interpretation of 
Scripture, altered views of inspiration, laying stress upon 
the spirit rather than the letter of Scripture teaching. 
The light of reason, the light of nature—in othoc words, 
of science, and, not least in the problem, the light of the 
moral sense, shed upon tho page amplified interpretations, 
and, therefore, amplified the conceptions of God and of 
God's relations to man. It resulted in a Fatherhood 
becoming tho primary conception of God. Modem 
eschatology, too, Mr. Aitken went on to point out, was 
far less dogmatic than that which was formerly hold. 
There was no moral gulf recognised between tho worlds ; 
the moral relations su I misting now between God and man 
were viewed as subsisting throughout the ages. While 
to such modes of thought the forensic methods of viewing 
the Atonement were utterly impossible, the fact of it 
was recognised in all its spiritual and mysterious signifi­
cance, and the Divine glory of Christ stood undimined. 
The present movement was reverent It did not discredit 
the Scriptures, but only supplied faith with methods of 
interpretation. It was not materialistic, but deeply 
spiritual. That modern phases of belief were already 
operative within the Churches was beyond question, and 
that the influence must liecome very clearly manifest 
before long was a truth to which thoughtful Christians 
were becoming overy day awake. Having referred to tho 
weakening of tho denominational sentiment which resulted 
from these changes, Mr. Aitken remarked that in the 
present phases of theological thought there might l»e a 
powerful antidote to the adverse influences which sur 
rounded the Church and threatened their common Christ- 
anity. Multitudes on the basis of this remoulded 
theology were finding a firm standing ground, who would 
otherwise be parted altogether from their faith. They 
conceived faith and reason as clasping hands, and all that 
was dearest was ensured as dear to them still. In so far 
these phases of thought were a form of blessing, and they 
had no right to think that those influenced by them 
would lie less spiritual and less earnest than if they hod 
a more elaltorate creed. Foundation truths might bit 
lietter or more widely discerned than in the |>ast; the 
platform of faith might permit more freedom concerning 
matters of opinion, might cause a greater spirit of charity 
to prevail, and create a unity of spirit which was not 
oliserved today. A vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. 
Aitken for his paper, and very general concurrence with 
his views was expressed by the ministers present.

Dr. Munger, in his American letter to the Ohrulitn 
World, charges the Rev. Joseph Cook with an undue 
leaning towards Spiritism in his Boston lectures ! If 
the charge is well founded, Joseph must have changed 
his attitude of late.
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RECOGNITION OF FRIENDS IN HEAVEN.

By ax Occasioxal Rxportxr.
Ox the evening of Thursday, the lit alt, the Rev. O. J. 
Byng, of St. Luke'», delivered a lecture to a crowded 
audience at the Temperance Hall, North Fitzroy, on the 
■abject of “ Recognition ot Prienda in Heaven,” from a 
Biblical standpoint At the conclusion of his address 
Mr. H. J. Browne, who was present, rose and moved a 
vote of thanka to the reverend gentleman, and in a abort 
speech which he modo he complimented the lecturer on 
hia evidently deep scriptural research on the subject 
treated of, also on his wonderful power of memory in 
quoting verae after verse and giving chapter and vera© 
without tho slightest hesitation and without any infer­
ence to notes. Mr. Browne proceeded to say tint, 
although the lecturer and he had arrived at their con­
clusions on this subject through different channels, there 
was much in the lecture which he could endorse, but 
there were some points on which he could not agree. He 
claimed to have an advantage over the lecturer, who 
merely philosophised, while he. Mr. Browne, presump­
tuous as it might appear, could speak from knowledge on 
the subject. He was aware that probably he would 
have the finger of scorn pointed at him for making such 
an assertion, but the means of obtaining that knowledge 
were as open to the lecturer and all present as to him, 
the only difference was that he had availed himself 
thereof while they had not He agreed with Mr. Byng 
that heaven and hell were states of mind, but ho could 
not do so when the lecturer afterwards maintained that 
a certain locality constituted the kingdom of heaven, 
and he quoted from the Bible the following passage in 
corrolioration of his views, “The kingdom of God is 
within you." Ho maintained that each individual took 
his own heaven or his own hell with him when he 
entered the inner-life. Then as to the other world being 
divided into two porta, as stated by the lecturer, he also 
differed with him in this, and quoted the words ascribed 
to Jesus, “ In my Father's house are many mansions." 
as corroborative of his views on this point. Again, the 
lecturer inferred that there was no redemption beyond 
the grave, and drew the awful picture of a righteous 
mother enjoying the delights of heaven while she was 
aware that her son, whom she loved so tenderly and de­
votedly when on earth, was suffering indescribable and 
irremediable torments in hell. From such a horrible 
idea as this Mr. Browne declared his dissent, and said 
that he agreed with the Bishop of Melbourne, who had 
stated that “ moral probation ceaseth not with this life,” 
and Mr. Browne remarked that it was well it was so, 
for the best as well as tho worst of us. Not wishing to 
detain tho meeting longer, he concluded by moving a 
vote of thanks to Mr. Byng for his interesting lecture. 
On its being seconded by another of the audience, Doan 
Macartney, who was in the chair, rose, evidently not in 
a very Christian spirit, and declared that in no place in 
the Bible are wo led to believe that moral prolmtion 
ceaseth not with this life, and called upon the mover of 
the vote of thanks to give them “ a sign ” of the truth of 
his asserted revealments by standing at the mouth of the 
open grave and calling the dead to life again, as Jesus 
had «done (see Mat th. XVI. 1 to 33). As the meeting 
broke up Mr. Browne handed some pamphlets to the 
lecturer, and distributed a few tracts on “ Tho Evidence« 
of Spiritualism " to the audience one of whom after 
accepting a tract, in order to show the Christian spirit 
by which ho was actuated, and manifest his lovo for his 
supposed enemy, toro it up in Mr. Browne's foco, who 
addressing him, said, ‘‘Why, if you did not want it, 
could you not havo returned it to mot I would not 
have acted in such a manner towards you.”

J
 We should like to ask Dean Macartney if thero is no 
emption in tho life to come, and if it is true that as a 
tree fall «-th so it lieth represents the unprogressive 
nature of the future life, what object could Jesus have 
had when, after entering the spirit-world, “ he went and 
preached unto the spirits in prison,” or in the darkness 

of ignorance aa it has been rendered 1 Was it merely to 
tantalize these unfortunate spirits t If so, there must be 

at least retrogression in Dr. Macartney 's heaven, if there 
is nu progression, and this is borne out in the simile of 
the fallen tree, which in time rottrth As to the Dean s 
and the Bishop’s opposite views, we would remark, 
“ When Drs. differ who’s to agree T—En.)

The following is an extract from the llrmUi repor1 
of Mr. Byng’s lecture:—

* ••Nineteenth Century Miracles ; or bpinta and their Work in 
every Country of the Earth.” A complete Historical compendium 
of ths Great Movement known m Modern Spntuali«m. by Imma 
Hardiofe Britten. Manchester : Wm. Bn I ten Loodon : W. E. 
Allen.

" The most remarkable feature of the evening wm certainlr the 
snecch made by a gentleman who moved the vote ot thank« to 
Mr. Byng. From the attention paid him he «ocmnl to bs one «( 
the pillars of the church, but hia observation*  were nusl hrtenxbix, 
and quite traversal some of the lecturer's |M«ition« After a pn.- 
pltiatory tribute of admiration to Mr. Byng he pmetwied 0» am.-rt 
coolly that there was no hell, ami that hell only cxiated in the 
human bosom. There wan a vague suspicion almut his remark«, 
too, involving the corollary that there was no heaven. A 
numlrcr of ladies walked straight out in the mi>Ut of his ola rva- 
tions, which wm a decided fly in the ointment. Hr asserted that 
Bi«bop Moorhouse had declare! in favor of a state of probation 
after death.

Ikon Macartney felt it incumbent --n him «elf to get up and 
correct the presumption of this elder—t! «uch be 1« The lkai>, 
with much suavity, brought the Bible down u|ma the speaker's 
head, figuratively speaking."

NINETEENTH CENTURY MIRACLES*

Sous fifteen years since was published in Boston U.S.A., 
the first connected history of Modern Spiritualism in 
America, with portraits and biographical sketches of its 
leading advocates during the twenty years of its exist­
ence. The prominent position of the author, Miss Emma 
llardinge,(now Mrs. Britten), her ability and large acquaint­
ance with leaders and workers in the movement, peculiarly 
fitted her for the task, and tho volume hail a world-wide cir­
culation. From time to time Mrs. Britten has promised to 
carryforward thowork^but more pressing duties prevented 
her entering upon the task until last year, when she 
definitely announced the intended puNication of a further 
fifteen years*  history under the title of " Nineteenth 
Century Miracles." It was published early this year in 
London and Manchester simultaneously, and the first 
edition of 2,000 we arc informed all taken up within two 
months.

In this volume the history is not confined to America, 
but includes the rise and progress of Spiritualiun in Great 
Britain, Germany, France, Australia, New Z«*nlaml,  Poly ( 
ncsia, India, Holland, Russia, America North and South, 
and other countries. The first section is devoted to 
German Spiritualism, and necessarily goes over much of 
the same ground traversed by Mrs. Howitt Watt« in her 
recently published biography of Justinius Kerner. It in­
troduce«, however, an interesting personal narrative given 
by one of Dr. Kerner’s sensitives to Mrs. Britton. The 
second section refers to France, and here, as in Germany, 
Mesmerism seems to have been the stepping stone to 
Spiritualism. Billot, Cohognet, Dupolet, and Deleuze 
I wing its avant couriers.

Allan Kardec is looked upon as the founder of re­
ligious Spiritism in France, and his numerous volumes of 
highly philosophical matter have exercised a powrrful 
influence in the development of Spiritism on the Con­
tinent of Europe. From the first he has taught the 
doctrine or reincarnation, and it has l«ecn very generally 
accepted as a part of the religion by his numerous dis­
ciple«. It is generally supposed that he wrote either by 
impression or direct spirit assistance the various works 
1 waring his name, but Mrs. Britten reproduce« a long 
letter from M. Aksakof, which go«s to show that the 
author at least of the “ Spirit’s Book," and something 
inorc, was a Madame Celina Japhet, who was the medium 
of a circle to which Kardec was introduced in 1856 ; and 
that the latter having possession of tho papers retained 
them and utilised them without Madame Japhot’s consent. 
For a time there were two parti«« and two rcpresencativc 
papers, Revue Spirife, of Allan Kardec, and Zxr Rerue 
Spiritual! tfe, edited by an energetic Spiritualist and 
medium, M. Peirart; the latter, however, seems to have 
been selected as a victim for persecution, and through
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the influence of the Jesuits his paper wm suppressed. 
Kardec remained unmolested and*  pursued his work 
steadily till his death, which occurred in 1869.

Flammarion the astronomer, Victor Hugo, Dumas, 
and Sardou, the authors, ha»lfeen substantial pillars to 
Spiritualism in France, 4. he latter having been a member 
of the original circle at which the “ Spirits Book ” was 
received.

Passing over the lengthy and deeply interesting history 
of Spiritualism in Great Britain, we come to Spiritualism 
in Australia; this is taken up from the period when it 
liegan to attract public attention in 1867, at which time 
a prolonged correspondence appeared in a suburban paper, 
followed by lengthy articles in the Melbourne Argut— 
the publication of Miss Armstrong’s “communications," 
Mr. Naylor's and Mr. Tyorman's public advocacy, the 
advent and doings of Chas. Foster, the Davenjiorta, Dr. 
Slade and Mrs. Ada Foye, George Spriggs, wonderful 
materialisations, Dr. Peebles and Mrs. Britten’s great 
l<*cturing  campaigns.

The leaders of, ami workers in, the movement in Vic­
toria and New South Wales are described, and incidents 
connected with the famous Energetic Circle, and Robert 
Brown's mediumship arc given ; also, a biographical 
sketch of the editor of this journal. This portion is 
illustrated with portraits of the late John Bowie Wilson, 
Mr. George Spriggs, and Mrs. Ada Foye. Following 
this are accounts of Spiritualism in New Zealand, Poly­
nesia, South America, and India; in the latter, the 
occult theories are examined and contrasted with the 
Spiritualistic ones. Mrs. Britten, who was one of the 
earliest memlx-rs of the council of the Theosophical 
Society, justifies the introduction of some extracts from 
“ Fragments Inf Occult Truth," os follows :

•• The article in»|«n-*iioii  luis Iwcn reprinted, iu an item of 
information concerning the environment of the movement which 
thi« work is designed to ikscrilic ; next, that the readers of the 
Kpiriiiial journals, wlm must hare seen many * fragments’of so- 
called • Occulti«in ' forced on their attention, might derive from n 
sufficiently clear »(«lenient a knowledge of what 'Theosophical 
OccullixtH' leach: and next, to warn the practical pecker for 
truth to beware how he leaves I he foundation of wcll-dcinonM rated 
facta to launch out on theorem! of vague *|>cciilative  theory."

Like nil thoM*  who have had largo experience of Eso­
teric Spiritualism, the authoress is unable tQ accept the 

shell ’’ theory of the Occultists. “ Give me" (she says) 
"One »hndow of proof tn convince me that the pun'and holy 

spirit with whom I have Iwen mnvcfldng in a shell.'a ‘gheist,' a 
relh/tthr of the dead, and not my mother lieraclf : give me proofs 
as strong a*  I can ••ring to show that it is my mother herself ; that 
death has had no power over her, ami that with all the difficulties 
under which the spiritual telegraph works, there is not one shadow 
of evidence Io doubt that it is my real, veritable mother ; bring 
me proof for proof and testimony for testimony, or set niy facts 
against your theories. and sec which will weigh the strongest, 
»specially when my facts arc duplicated by the facts of millions 
of others, and your theories have yet to produce one demonstrable 
fact to rot upon.”

In the M-comLswtion of Indian Spiritualism there arc 
some interesting extracts from the experiences of M. 
Jacolliot with a Fakir named Covindasamy, who pro­
duced m«M marvellous phenomena, who in answer to the 
forme request ion as to the means by which they were 
produced replied “ I call on the souls of my forefathers, 
and it is they who use their power, and whose instru­
ment I atu.’’ Dr. Perty says: “ Various Fakirs whom 
Jacolliot questioned on the same point gave nearly the 
same answers."

In the concluding ¡»ortion a tribute is paid to the late 
Peary Chand Mittni, and his work for Spiritualism is 
the East.

In Spiritualism in Holland there is an account of a 
seance given to the queen of that country by Mr. Home, 
from which it appears that Her Majesty fully accepted 
the fact of spirit intercourse, and that Mr. Home is in 
possession of a memento from her to that effect.

In Russia, Spiritualism has uphill work on account of 
the surveillance of the press ; it has, however, at least 
two doughty champions in the persons of the Hon. A. 
Aksakof and Professor Boutlerof, and more recently, Pro- 
fessor AVagner.

In conservative Spain, Spiritualism has made sub*  
stantial progress, and in spite of the determined oppo*  
sition of the priests who got up an auto da-ft of its 
literature; no less than five papers devoted to the sub­
ject are now published in that country.

The last 120 pages are devoted to a resum/ of American 
Spiritualism during the lost fifteen years, which though 
replete with interesting matter, space forbids our quoting 
from. No person who has read Mrs. Britten’s “Modem 
American Spiritualism ” should be without this book, 
which is an essential supplement to it An American 
edition, containing some additional portraits, was to be 
published in May, and will probably arrive here in July.

STRAY ECHOES
1 recollect reading somewhere, a few years back, tluit 
if Spiritualism continued making headway it would 
prove a great revolutionary power socially. If I may 
judge from a few acquaintances of mine who are Spirit­
ualists I think the prediction has a likelihood of being 
fulfilled, for I notice they all have a decided leaning 
towards views which Conservatives describe as “commu­
nistic," and Radicals as “advanced ideas." I find my 
friends read with avidity such works as Henry George’s 
“ Progress and Poverty,” and Prof. Wallace’s “Nation­
alisation of the Land." Well, whether or not the views 
advocated by these gentlemen will be realised in our 
time, 1 have but little doubt but that the day is near at 
hand when “the dark and- living chaos of ignoranco and 
hunger ” will assert at least some of its moral rights.

Having occasionally a little experience in impressions! 
writing myself I sometimes fancy I can detect the work 
of the spirits in the productions of some authors. The 
following passage, for instance, from Dickens’ Christmas 
Carol, strikes me as having been the outcome of impres­
sion, as it emlxxlies a lesson which 1 have had repeatedly 
taught me by some spirit friends. It is the wail of 
Marley’s ghost over his lost opportunities ;—“ Mankind 
was my business. The common welfare was my business; 
charity, mercy^forbcaranee, and benevolence were all my 
business. The dealings of my trade were but drops of 
water in the comprehensive ocean of my business.” A 
hard lesson to learn in an age of limitless greed.

A prominent medical gentleman lately left for Europe, 
and had given him before leaving u complimentary 
Itanquet. Customary as such a course was, it gave 
serious offence to the Victorian Banner, a paper devoted 
to the antiquat«*d  object of fanning into tenqtorary energy 
the dying embers of Protestant fanaticism and bigotry. 
The reader will, no doubt, be astounded to leant that the 
sole cause of the Banner» umbrage lay in the fact that 
the recipient of the banquet was a member of the Catho­
lic Church. I fee) confident that such a specimen of 
benighted bigotry could not be found even amongst the 
most illiterate |M*asants  in the west of Ireland. Tito 
fault finding jiaragraph was written in the vulgar and 
offensive style which invariably emanates from dwarfed 
minds—the natural homes of bigotry. If I mistake not, 
this enlightened organ is the mouth-piece of a small 
clique of virulently bigoted Protestants, one of who«! 
meetings was recently described by the Argus as “ a 
Protestant debauch."

American papers recently received contain detailed 
accounts of the seizure and detection of Henry C. 
Gordon, who has for a considerable time been giving 
highly successful materialisation seances. The whole of 
his paraphernalia, by the help of which he imposed upon 
the public, was produced in court, and the evidence being 
clear ngainst him, he and his confederate were committed 
for trial, and in default of bail ($1200) were removed to 
prison. In another case of fraudulent materialisation, 
Mrs. Hannah *V.  Ross: a domestic quarrel between the 
confederates caused the imposition to be revealed. There 
seems to be quite a number of “ Bogus ’’ mediums in the 
States, though a section of tho Spiritualists, .headed by 
CoL Bundy of the Religio Philosophical Journal, have 
been diligently working at their detection and exposure 
for sonic years past.

e
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18 SPIRITUALISM CREDIBLE!

By H. J. Baowxa.

A paper read al the Stole Church Literary Aeeoeialion, 
Melbourne, on Wedneeday Evening, 7th May, 1884, 
tn reply to an eeeay, bearing the above title, read by 
another member at a previoue meeting.

“ The world hath felt a quick'ning breath 
From heaven's eternal shore.

And soul» triumphant over death 
Return to earth once more.'*

Ladies and gentlemen,—The title of the essay read 
here this evening fortnight was, " Is Spiritualism cre- 
diUe F To which I reply emphatically, “ It is ; ” and 
how those who believe in ancient spiritual manifestations 
can, with any pretence to consistency, deny their occur­
rence now, is to me a perfect anomaly. More especially 
ao when we have the authority in favour thereof of 
those upon whom believers in ancient spiritual pheno­
mena place implicit trust. Is it not written : " Now 
concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have 
you ignorant. . . . The manifestation of the spirit
is given to every man to profit withal. For to one 
is given by the spirit the word of wisdom: to another, 
the word of knowledge by tho same spirit; to another 
faith by the same spirit; to another the gifts of healing ; 
. . . to another, prophecy ; to another the interpre­
tation of tongues,” etc. An*  we not also told to “ try 
the spirits," to “ believe not every spirit,” and to beware 
of deceiving spirits 1 also that “ hereafter ye shall see 
heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and 

- descending. — "And it shall come to paaa in the last 
days, aaith God, I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh ; 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophecy, and 
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall 
dream dreams ; and on my servants and on my hand­
maidens I will pour out, in those days, of my spirit; and 
they shall prophecy ; and I will show wonders in heaven 
abovs, and signs in the earth beneath," etc. 1

Unless it can be demonstrated that the laws of nature, 
which arc the laws of God, arc changeable, or that for­
merly man possessed a faculty which nature has since 
withdrawn, if it is true that a spirit removed the chains 
from Peter’s limbs and unlocked the prison doors, and if 
another spirit or angel rolled away a stone from the 
grave of the crucified Jesus, why, let me ask, should not 
spirits in our day be able to do equally wonderful acts 1 
Again, if a spirit could show himself to John on the 
Island of Patmos, and talk to him, why should it be 
imjiosaible for spirits to do likewise in our day to those 
who, in accordance with the Scriptures, have cultivated 
their spiritual gifts, consequently can discern spirits, etc.

The objection to the reception of this modem revela­
tion of the truth arises, in u great measure, from the 
unduo reverence to the authority of tho past, nnd the 
utter repudiation on the part of many, of the present 
active, living, principle of God’s over operative guidance 
through the guardian angclship of Ilia ministering spirits. 
The same objection has, however, been exhilated in all 
ages of the world upon the revelation of any new truth 
in science, philosophy, or religion. This antagonism to 
anything not in accord with ¡»opular opinion, lias always 
Iwn cliaracteristic of the living age, and was exhibited 
in the time of the Great Teacher when the unbelieving 
Pharisee*  exclaimed, "We know that God spoke unto 
Moaca ; as for this fellow, we know not from whence he 
is ! " And they who to-day ridicule the manifestations 
and reject the teachings of modern Spiritualism, would, 
eighteen hundred years ago, have stoned the apostles.

Ono of the principal reasons why Spiritualism is so 
little understood by the generality of poople, is on ac­
count of the opposition shown to it by the priesthood of 
the various sects, because it lets in the light of spiritual 
truth, demonstrates the impartiality of God’s love for all 
His creatures, and proves the rational character of the 
life to come; and because it exposes to view the er­
roneous nature of many of the dogmas that have been 
added to the simple religion of love and good works as 
taught by the worthy Nazarenr, who ,is represented as 
having declared that love to God and love to man com­

prised all the law and the prophet*  ; and thia w*  find 
illustrated in the parable of the good Samaritan.

It appear» to me that the reason why some people 
object to investigate Spiritoalixm, ia that they are afra>l 
to haw the truth of immortality demonstrate to them , 
and in case the real conditions of the inner life may not 
coincide with the news they entertain regarding the life 
to come. For my own part I prefer facta to fiction, and 
consider knowledge preferable to mere belief, but I am 
aware that all minds are not constituted alike. Those, 
whom the reason*  mentioned will not debar from invrati 
gating and who are not afraid of public opinion, who 
will sit down in tbmr own home*  with their own families, 
or intimate friend*  of the family circle, need have no 
fear of experiencing that deception and imposture of 
which they have heard so much. I have no douU of the 
result*  if they will only do so, a*  mediumship is modi 
more general than is popularly suppoard ; it ia lying 
latent in many, only requiring development, and ia a 
natural gift, like that of the poet or painter, which ia 
highly prized when once it*  value is appreciated.

The Church, as you are aware, has persistently dosed 
it*  doors against the spirit-world, ao until it ojiemi them 
for the reception of spiritual truth, churchmen need not 
ask why their spirit-friends do not come and communi­
cate with them.

There is, I maintain, no logical stand|»oint lirtween 
Spiritualism and Materialism ; all between these rests on 
mere assertion and credulity. If there ia another world, 
as Spiritualism demonstrates there is, surely nothing is 
more natural than that there should be the mean*  of 
communication between the two worlds, and nothing 
more unreasonalde than that |«*ople  should refuse to 
avail themselves of thia grand avenue of knowledge 
Those who have not invmtigated Spiritualism know little 
of the joy and pleasure which, owing to their false pre­
judice, they debar themselves from. And who, let in«- 
ask, are the people who denounce Spiritualism, but tho*«-  
who know little or nothing aliout it, owing to their never 
having examined it carefully, as they ought to do lajfore 
(tossing an opinion upon it T for, as Solomon remark», 
“ He that answureth a matter I «‘fore lie heareth it, it is 
folly and shame unto him." Surely those who have for 
many years carefully and prayerfully investigated the 
subject are more conq>etcnt to form a correct opinion 
regarding it than are those who, without examination, 
deny the oevurrvnee of modern »(»¡ritual manif«-»tati<Mia, 
while they, at the same time, inconsistently believe in 
their occurrence in former time, merely on the testimony 
of others, without even a ¡article of demonstration as to 
their truth I

In this skeptical age what does the world require to 
convinc«*  mankind that a future life rests not on mere 
speculation as Materialists assert! Is it not evidence of 
the fact of man's continued existence beyond the j>ortala 
of the tomb; proof palpable of a life to come 1 To the 
credulous who rely on the opinions of others, it may Is» 
all very well to say that wo have the Uwtimonjf of this 
or that writer in biblical times that death do»-*  not end 
all, and that if they won’t believe the Scripture*  neither 
wi^they believe if one row- from thed«ad ; but to thoM 
who think for themselves testimony- is not proof, and 
such a reply is only a palpaUr «-vaMon of the great ques­
tion, “ If a man dir sliall be live again !" Where nu> an 
answer to this Im* obtained but through communion with 
thoae who, having pavu»] through the change call'd ibath, 
can fpcak from actual, |M-rsonal experience.

To object to modem Spiritualism on the ground that 
we have no need of evidence of a life to come, is to 
insult reason, to mock ths deepest yearnings of human 
nature, and to ignore the entire religious history of tho 
world. And further, it is only n rational faith, sup]>ort«-d 
by actual knowledge such a Spiritualism supplies, that, 
can restore a vitalising religion in the minds of men. As 
has been truly remarked, “ Knowledge sup|M>rtM when 
faith fails therefore I advise the thoughtful to investi­
gate Spiritualism and put themselves in communication 
with thoae who can really inform them of the l«-»t way 
to prepare for the great change which must MMNier or 
later come upon us all.

But some may ask, " Can this really be done J " Y«w,
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it not only can, but is being done in every civilised 
quarter of the glol«*  through those who have cultivated 
their spiritual gifts. “Is it possible that we can hear from 
our dear departed ones 1" asks another. Yes, I again 
answer, when the necessary conditions are complied with. 
“ What are these conditions!" may probably bo asked. To 
which I reply, they are very simple, but it may take 
some vfme before satisfactory results arc obtained; this, 
however, is not always the case.

The following question may here suggest itself—“ How 
is it that the demonstration of man's continued existence 
does not come to all without being sought for T” Because 
if it did so, without exertion, it would not l>e valued. It 
is the difficulty experienced in obtaining the precious 
metals and gems that causes them to Ims so prized, and it 
is the same with that most precious gem of all—the 
truth of immortality; the value of which can only l*c  
appreciated by those who, after years of earnest study 
and patient investigation, have attained unto a know­
ledge of it. To rej<*ct  this priceless gem liecausc of the 
mass of nonsense, falsehood, imposture, and fraud which 
have been mixed up with it, is as unreasonable as it 
would Im) to refuse to accept gold or diamonds on account 
of the mullock or wash dirt out of which they have 
been extracted.

Another question frequently asked is—“ If Spiritu­
alism is true, how arc not the discoveries of physical 
science anticipated by itV Because if it did so it 
would rob man of one of the blessings of life, viz.: the 
incentive to strnreh after knowledge. The true province 
of Spiritualism is the education of man in things per­
taining to spirit uni life, and thereby to fit him to enter 
therein at the change called death.

Spiritualism is not a religion or system of faith and 
worship, os is generally supposed ? it is the science of 
continuous life—a science of oliservation from which 
each investigator has to draw his own conclusions;in the 
same way as a student of one of the physical sciences 
draws his own deductions from facts presented to his 
senses. Spiritualism is therefore the scientific Imsis of 
true religion. Without it there is no rational evidence 
of a future life -all is mere conjecture—and it is alone 
through spiritual demonstration that the arguments of 
the Materialist can l»e rationally met. By the rejection 
of the evidences of man's continued existence afforded 
through modem spiritual manifestations, churchmen arc 
foolishly playing into the hands of their opponents, the 
Atheists and Materialists, who ven- naturally accuse 
them of being superstitious for Iwlieving in another 
world without having had any valid evidence of its 
existence. The latter may reply, we have the evidence 
of the Bibl«* ; but that is fallacious, for that l«ook only 
contains the t«*stimony  of its various writers of what 
may have l»een evidence to themselves, but not to others 
who wen*  not present to see or hear what they saw and 
h«*ard.  Testimony is not proof : it is only secondary 
evidence. You can disltelieve my testimony, but you 
cannot doubt my presence hen*  this evening, for you liave 
proof thereof. Ix*t  me ask, is your faith, through the 
testimony of the Scriptup*<At  all times so firm that no 
doubts enter your minds, so that you require no proof of 
immortality I and is \/ur knowledge of the nature of the 
futun*  life so great that you need no further light regard­
ing it ? Then y1»y this aversion to investigate this 
subject, so as toreceivc thereby the demonstration of 
immortality and learn the conditions of th«*  inner life ? 
It is, 1 maintain, at the time when d«*ath  steps in and 
removes the physical presence of our loved ones from our 
sight that th«*  relative values of a religion founded on 
mere belief, ami one Imscd on actual knowledge, can Im* 
truly tested, for while the former fails to supply the 
consolation which it professes to aflonl, the latter is found 
to Im* “ a very present help in time of need.**

I've proved them loth, I know what's best ; 
Give me the truth, take all the rest.

The demonstration obtainable through Spiritualism 
converts that which otherwise would In*  merely hypo­
thetical into a living reality, ami brings th«*  fact of there 
being a continued existence home to our very senses, 
transforming hope into knowledge and doubt into cer­
tainty.

Many think that Spiritualists arc a superstitious lot of 
people. Surely it is they who believe without evidence 
that are the superstitious, and not those who have had 
the fact of there being another world clearly demon­
strated to them 1 and surely the relying on the evidence 
of one’s senses and on the observation of facts does not 
constitute superstition 1 Dr. Robert Chambers, of 
Chambers' Journal, writes : “ Spiritualism is the germ of 
the greatest discovery and the greatest revolution of 
human thought that any age of the world has witnessed. 
. . . Instead of being a superstition itself, as some
are disposed to think it, they will find it the explanation 
and the extinguisher of all superstition.”

Is it objected to that mediums are not all reliable; was 
it not the same in Scriptural times 1 Do we not read of 
false prophets as well as true prophets ! and have we not 
the authority of the Bible for saying : “ 0 fools and slow 
of heart,” or dull of comprehension, “ to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken f’ “Why even of yourselves 
judge ye not what is right T” Is it reasonable therefore 
to reject cither ancient or modem spiritual communica­
tions because some of them are found to be erroneous 1 
If, on this account, we reject the one, to be consistent we 
should also reject the other. Let us rather as rational 
Icings accept the true and good in each, and reject the 
false and bad in l>oth, proving all things, and holding 
fast to that which is good.

As to the truth of Spiritualism and the reality of 
spirit manifestations, those who doubt them and who 
require something to justify their entering upon an in­
vestigation thereof, need only refer to history to obtain 
testimony thereto, for both ancient and modem, sacred 
and profane history, teem with numerous records of 
spiritual manifestations ; and there is hardly a family in 
which, at some time or another, one or more members of 
it have not witnessed some spiritual manifestation. As 
has been admitted by Dr. Johnson and concurred in by 
Mr. Adam Clarke, the eminent Bible commentator: “ If 
anything has l)ccn tested by facts, if anything has 1x*en  
tested by credible witnesses, the connection and union 
which blend the spiritual and material worlds have been 
so tested." No fact in history is better authenticated, I 
maintain, than that certain individuals, who previously 
dwelt on earth and who passed through the change 
called death, have appeared, l»een recognised, and have 
communicated with those still in the flesh.

That apparitions of the so-called dead have objectively 
appeared to many, both in former times and in our own, 
is established by such an accumulation of testimony that 
it remains more a matter of unquestionable fact than a 
subject of discussion.

The movement of pieces of furniture by spirit-agency, 
which is so frequently held up to ridicule by the 
opponents of Spiritualism, is only one of its lower phases 
—the A,B.C., it may Im* termed, of spiritual phenomena. 
Insignificant, however, as this may appear, it demon­
strates that there is a power which can overcome the law 
of gmvitation, and as al«surd as it may seem to non- 
invest ¡gators, it is beyond the capacity of Qur greatest 
scientists to explain away this power. When, however, 
as is frequently the cas«*,  intelligence is manifested through 
the movement of a table, and that intelligence is beyond 
the knowledge of all present, then the question arises, 
“Whence comes the intelligence T’ If this is asked at 
the time, the answer generally given (through the 
novement of the table in connection with the alphabet) is 

that it comes from some individual who once lived on 
earth. To the unprejudiced investigator the main point 
is not the quality of every manifestation, but its 
reality. Our greatest discoveries, bear in mind, have 
sprung from trifling things, for, as the poet truly remarks:

** Riven from bubbling spring*
Have rise at first, au>l great from abject things."

The hypothesis that magnetism or electricity causes 
the various spiritual inuni filiations is, to all who have 
witnessed them, t«M> ubsurd to merit a moment's con­
sideration, and will continue so until it can be demon­
strated that magnetism and electricity can generate 
rationality, personate a thinking being, and play the 
¡»art of a sentient, moral agent. One might as reason­
ably assert that electricity indites tho messages received 
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through the telegraphic wires. And the innumerable 
other hypotheses which, from time to time, have been 
suggest« <1 to account for the phenomena of modern 
spintualism. make a far greater demand on our 
imagination than does the simple spiritual explanation, 
than which no other has been found to cover all the 
phenomena. It must be admitted by all that were 
magnetism or electricity proved to be the cause of the 
modern manifestations, then the same hypothesis would 
likewise explain away the wonderful spiritual phenomena 
recorded in the Bible.

Some people foolishly object to Spiritualism because, 
in God's impartiality, the road is open for both good and 
lad spirits to return ; they might as reasonably object to 
all friendship because some, whom they once considered 
were friends, have turned out their bitterest enemies. 
Do they object to the sunlight because of the darkness of 
the night T or to the rose because it has thorns 1 Good 
and lad an- merely relative terms, for none are all good 
and none all bad. Without error we could not perceive 
the beauty of truth. Perfection implies stagnation, for 
without imperfection there could be no progression. 
Those whose aspirations are pure and good, need, how­
ever, have no fear of being troubled by tho presence of 
evil spirits, for their society has no attraction for them, 
like attracting like; and if it is wrong for inen to hold 
communion with spirits now, it must havo been equally 
wrong on the part of Abraham, Peter, Philip, John, etc., 
to havo done so in Biblical times, for there were both good 
and bad spirits then as now. And further, how can we 
“ try the spirits ” if we do not communicate with them T 
A rational Spiritualist believes not every spirit out of 
the flesh any more than he d >es every spirit in the flesh, 
he values the statements of L*th  on their merits. ** By 
their fruits ye shall know them." Those who say Spirit­
ualism is all the work of evil spirits resemble the Jews 
who declared that Jesus acted through tho power of 
Beelzebub, the mythical chief of evil spirits. “ Woe unto 
them that call ovil good, and good evil, that put darkness 
for light, and light for darkness."

Because wo declare that
“ Angels are but men in lighter vesture clad,”

As Socrates observed:
“Wise men think us clever while fools think us mad.”

Spiritualism, I may remark, is totally unsuited for 
those who are untruthful, tricky, dishonest, or hypocri­
tical. It is these classes of investigators that havo so 
frequently brought disgrace on the movement If, at a 
Meaner, the majority present belong to any of the above 
classes, the spirits attracted thereby frequently overcome 
the higher influences of those by whom the medium is 
usually controlled, and false communications or fraudu­
lent manifestations are tho inevitable retult; hence the 
numerous exposures so frequently published in tho papers, 
while tho other side of the picture seldom, if over, appears 
in tho columns of tho public press ; popular misrepre­
sentation of, and repugnance to Spiritualism, is but the 
natural outcome of this one-sided conduct on the part of 
the press.

All spiritual phenomena were looked upon in former times 
os (u|x-rnstural or miraculous occurrences ; they are and 
have always been the result of natural law; for every 
spiritual manifestation that has ever taken place has 
occurred in strict accordance with fixed and inexorable laws. 
These laws being beyond man’s knowledge, the terms 
supernatural and miraculous have merely been employed 
to vindicate his ignorance thereof, just as a savage, 
seeing an aeronaut descend in a balloon from the sky, 
would probably declare it miraculous, whereas to those
who understand it there is nothing miraculous about the 
matter. “The wonders of one ago becomo the com­
mon place facta of the next.”

“ Spiritualism " I may add, endorsee all that is true in 
science, philosophy, and religion, it recognises a con­
tinuous inspiration in man ; it aims, through a reverend 
study of facta, at a knowledge of the laws and principle*  
which govern the occult force*  of tho universe, of the 
relation of spirit to matter, and of man to God and the 
spiritual world. It is thus comprehensive and pro­
gressive, leading to true religion as at one with science 
and the highest philosophy.

Through the reveal men ta of spirit-communion we 
learn that God is Spirit, filling all space with Hu infinite 
presence, “ in whom we live, move, and hare our being," 
and not a localised anthropomorphic Deity ; that the 
Spiritual realms consist not of two dnuiona, but of 
many mansions or spheres adapted to the various degree*  
of spiritualisation to which each one attains ; that there 
is no broad path specially made for the majority of God's 
children and a narrow one reserved for a favored few, 
but that in the inner-life, as well as in this outward life, 
God is impartial and tho road to happiness is open to all; 
that there, as well as here, wo can only raise ourselves in 
the scale of being by our own exertions and holy aspira­
tions ; that tho punishment of the wicked and the joy of 
the good come from within, not from without; tliat 
happiness beyond human conception awaits us all 
eventually, through purity, wisdom, and love ■ that the 
best way to evince our love to God is by aiding and 
benefiting our fellow men, as He requireth not the 
glory of men nor of angels, for all His works glorify 
Him ; that He is infinite Love, therefore He rules by 
love, causing everything to tend to good, and thereby has 
decreed the attainment of happiness by all His children. 
Such are a few of tho higher laws of truth and right 
which spirit-communion has revealed to those who have 
availed themselves of this grand avenue of knowledge.

It is only prejudice and ignorance that deliar most 
people from enjoying the glorious privilege of spirit com­
munion, and it is only a matter of time when it will Im 
gladly accepted by all.

To the question frequently asked : What good has 
Spiritualism done!" I reply, it has been the means of 
proving to many, who formerly denied that there was a 
life to come, their error, by demonstrating tliat physical 
death doe*  not end all, as they had falsely assumed. 
Through the conclusive evidence that Spiritualism affords 
some of tho most olsluratc Materialists have liecn con­
vinced of man's continued existence in another world. 
Spiritualism has brought the fact that there is a future 
life home to many who previously hud doubts thereof, 
and has clearly demonstrated to them that what is 
termed death is a more shedding of the,outer husk, 
which is only necessary so long as man remains on tho 
physical plane of life ; for ** the things that are teen lire 
temporal, but the things that are unseen are otemal.”

To those who once only hoped that there was another 
life. Spiritualism has given actual knowledge in place of 
mere belief. It has liecn the means of restoring peace of 
mind to many a doubting one, and of changing the gloom 
of death into a confident awakening to a higher and 
better lifo. It has satisfied the doubts of thousands, 
if not millions, who could not be reached by the various 
forms of faith proaented by tho Churches for their accept­
ance. It has incited many to good by its pointing out 
that there is no shirking the responsibility of our acta by 
trusting in tho sufferings or merits of another; tliat 
there is no royal read to happiness but by a well-spent 
life; and that our friends who have passed to the inner- 
life still interest themselves in our well-being by aiding 
us in the weaknesses and difficulties of mundane exist­
ence. To tlJ true Spiritualist it has substituted the 
love of God for the fear of God ; it has likewise removed 
the fear of death and the dread of “ the Devil,” and it 
has brought heaven to earth by re-uniting us, even when 
here, with the loved ones gone before. It make*  men 
and women leas discouraged at the many trials and dis­
appointments experienced here, causing life and its 
passing ills to seem trivial compared to tho boundless, 
glorious hereafter. It comforts, encourages, choers, mid 
soothes tho mounter with a blessed knowledge that no 
theories or more beliefs can possibly give. It transforms 
grim death into a beautiful angel of light, soothing all 
pain, remedying all wrongs, and opening wide the gate­
way that leads to the better and higher life. It rein­
vigorates every great and moral truth that has bt-en 
revealed to mankind. It intensifies all the sublime 
thoughts and promptings that urge human natures on to 
a grand and glorious destiny. It disarms death of its 
terrors, and brings in reality a new heaven and a new 
earth to all who have realised its sublime truth. It 
unlocks the door of the sacred temple of inner realities.
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It demonstrate« beyond doubt the boundless and im­
partial love of God, the merciful spiritual Father of all, 
and it brings a comfort and consolation to the sorrowing 
and broken hearted which nothing else can supply, for it 
prove« that

N Mind sets not with the sun ; 
Mind fwlcn not with the day."

And now let mo courteously inquire, “Have you, 
friends, investigated Spiritualism 1 It your reply bo in 
the negative, let me ask you to suspend your judgment 
until you have ; for to expre«a an opinion on a matter of 
which you know little or nothing, is to exhibit consum­
mate assumption, which those who have a knowledge of 
three things can only reward with feelings of pity. He 
slow to judge; be not hasty to condemn ; be like the 
noble Bereans commended by Paul, who having heard 
him, searched if these things were so. Emulate their 
manly example with reference to this subject. I ask you 
to take nothing for granted, nothing upon credit; search 
all things ; prove all things; try the «piriu, and hold fast 
only to that which is good ; 'treasure the golden grains of 
truth ; utilise your reason ; discard the chair of error 
and falsehood, trample them under foot; and, enter­
ing upon the inviatigation of that which a great cloud of 
witnesses can testify to Ira a glorious fact, in the spirit of 
sincere inquiry to know what is truth, your perseverance 
and efforts will, in duo time, Ira amply rewarded and 
crowned with success.

Finally, which think you is the most conducive to the 
moral and spiritual welfare- of man, the higher law of 
truth and right unfolded by Spiritualism, whereby each 
one's happiness here and hereafter depends upon his own 
exertions, or the populir teaching of the Church«-*,  that 
faith in the menu of another and the acceptance of 
certain dogmas are iMvruaiy to secure future- nr wards 
and avert endless, consequently irre-medial and vindictive 
punishment in the life to cornel Think over this, and 
let the voice of enlightened conscience decide.

I shall conclude with the following few lines, which 
camo to me, without effort on my part, a few evenings 
ago, and which explain my sentiments better than I 
could do unaided, Ih-ar in mind it hath been written : 
" ho that socketli findeth, and to him that knockcth it 
shall be opened," "odd to your faith knowledge, and 
to knowledge understanding," " and desire spiritual 
gifts.” For " 1 would not have you to be ignorant brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep," or rather of those 
who have been quickened into newness of life.

I have carried out these wise injunctions, so there­
fore can truthfully say " I speak that which I know, 
and testify of that which I have seen I have knocked 
and it hath been op-nod unto me; I have sought and I 
have found, whether 1 am credited or not; and I thank 
God that 1 am enabled in all good conscience, and in the 
words of truth and soberness to say :

I have seen the hills and valleys 
In th' beauteous summer land I 

I have heard the angels «injnng 
Acrons the golden straml I

1 have grasped the hands of loved ones 
Who vc only gone la-fore,

Aral who'll greet me with a welcome 
/ When | reach the other shore.

/ For years I’ve held communion
/) With th' dear ones of my youth.

And from their loving heart*  received 
Sweet mmsaxes of truth.

Our children ton, they often write
To tell ua of their love 

And how they arc progrreiing “ ia
1he anKcl-homc above."

Thus, my ho*««  has changed to knowledge ; 
All fear of «hath hath fled ;

I know that I shall live again, 
Though numbered with the dead ;

And that I shall return in love 
To those I leave Ik-IiIimI, 

To guide ami comfort them through life, 
With counsels wise and kind.

Oh ! that 1 could Impart to all 
This knowledge of God's love, 

Which here we only dimly sec. 
It shines more clear above.

Thrice happy will the world become 
When this great truth is known. 

That, as was said of old, we reap 
Jost as on earth we've sown.

Then, trust not in these foolish creeds 
For priestly ends devised.

But hearken to the voice within 
And by it be advised.

To wisdom you will thus attain. 
And then can truly siug :

“ 0 ; Grave where is thy victory ! 
0 1 Death where is thy sting f"

Coplea of this in pamphlet form can bo obtained at the 
office of tnis pa|»cr, the proceeds from the sale thereof to go to the 
building fund of the Victorian Association of Spiritualists.

"DOUBTING THOMAS."
" In the name of the prophet, tigs!" Mr. Julian Thomas, 
who has probably produced more columns of literary 
slip slop and impudent egotism than any man of his 
weight and age, has issued his ulfiswfuM on the subject 
of Spiritualism. He says, “ I oppose it root and branch. 
Phenomena which we cannot account for are caused but by 
natural laws of which we are yet ignorant* 1 We do not 
dispute the writer's ignorance of natural lawn, which is 
probably immeasurable ; but we are considerably amused 
by the intrepidity of that ignorance, which extends to 
phenomena also. He has " many times been present at 
that pleasant foolery, table turning,” and therefore he 
feels justified to sit down and pronounce a dogmatic 
opinion upon the higher phenomena of Spiritualism. It 
is as though some shallow prater should exclaim: " I 
have looked over the multiplication table. There is 
nothing in it Consequently, logarithm*,  the differential 
calculus, and the binomial theorem are a mockery, a 
delusion, and a snare." Of course, anyone is at perfect 
liberty to draw ridiculous conclusions from a superficial 
acquaintance with certain premises, but if ho ventures to 
print them, he must expect to see them provoke a hurri­
cane of laughter, if not a storm of derision. When Mr. 
Thomas is writing about the quality of the whisky he 
drinks in tho course of his erratic wanderings, real or 
imaginary, we are quite willing to accept hi*  dictum. It 
is a aubject with which he is probably well acquainted ; 
but when he takes upon hiins**lf  to dogmatise concerning 
something of which he is so ludicrously ignorant as Spirit­
ualism, ho exposes himself to tho admonition which the 
Greek artist uttered to the Greek cobbler) "A’e tutor ultra 
depidam "

THE LYCEUM.
Wiikn Mr. Charles Bamford was in Melbourne a few 
weeks since, he alluded to the success of the " Flower " 
Sundays at the Sydney Lyceum, and suggested their 
adoption here. Mr. Lang, the Conductor, adopted tie 
suggestion, ami appointed Sunday, the 18th, for their 
inauguration. Accordingly on that day the platform 
was decorated with floral offerings, and such of the 
children as had no flower gardens to draw upon were 
supplied with little bouquets by two lady members of the 
Lyceum who had collected and arranged them. Mr. 
Hall, of the Richmond Lyceum, conducted (having ex- 
changwl platforms for tho day with Mr. Lang), and gavo 
an address on Brotherly Love. There was a large 
attendance of members, and visitors, and more than usual 
energy and rim thrown into the proceedings. Tlic flowers 
were sulnequcntly sent to the Hospital.

The Age of May 10th devotes upwards of two columns 
to a review of Mr. Ingram’s "Haunted Houses and 
Family Traditions of Great Britain," the effort of th«- 
reviewer being to prove the phenomena cither mundane 
or subjective, indeed anything but super-mundane or 
E’ ritual. In this, however, he ts anything but successful, 

thread of his argument giving way on account of the 
strain put upon it. The review conclude« with a sneer at 
Spiritualism, which called forth a rejoinder from a cor­
respondent signed " Skeptic,” giving a long list of scien­
tific men who are believers in Spiritualism and tho 
objectivity of ghosts.

The Adelaide Evening Journal of April 23rd gives a 
circumstantial account of Healing by laying on of 
hands by an Evangelist named Wood as witnessed by 
their reporter. Mr. Wood doe« his work in an unosten­
tatious manner, and heals in the name of Christ, faith in 
whom is supposed to be an essential requisite, but we 
know from experience that with faitA the name« of 
Mahomet, Buddha, or Zoroaster will do as well.
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So iorusponbtnts.

Communication*  intended for thi*  Journal thould be 

written legibly, and on one tide of the paper only.

H. J. BROWNE F. JESUS CHRIST.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

Sir,—Although the subject matter of Mr. H. J. Browne's 
lecture, “ Christianity : its Origin and Esoteric Meaning,'*  
a reprint of which appeared in the Harbinger of Light 
of May, is by no means new to me, I still consider it a 
most able compilation of facts, mixed with some fancies, 
which it was both necessary and useful to submit to free- 
thinking Spiritualists who have neither the time nor the 
means of making themselves acquainted with the learned 
sources and works from which Mr. Browne lias bor­
rowed his materials, eminent amongst which an*  the 
works of Volney, Dupuis, not to mention those of God­
frey Higgins, and of even more modern and more reliable 
writers on the subject of astro theology. Admitting this, 
however, I by no means am inclined to admit what Mr. 
Browne says, viz., that " the history of Jesus, between 
his birth and his death (ax recorded in the New Testa­
ment), is merely an improved allegorical representation 
of the sun in his relative position to the stars and the 
planets in their annual journey and coually disinclined 
am I to endorse the spirit of the poetical quotation :
- Dear Christian brother, thus, your Christ, together with your 

ervui.
I've proved are but a ragan vine—a growth from ragan setd."

1, for one, can easily conceive a pure-minded man like 
Jesus—Christ or no Christ, Messiah or no Messiah— 
having historically existed in Palestine (say Galileo), and 
having taught a reformed Judaism, and healed the sick, 
as Jesus is said to have done, without mixing up these 
eh-mcntary data of his life with Pagan solnr worship, 
which were necessarily tacked to it at a time when it was 
considered necessary to place a new religious conception 
on the ruins of the defunct erred of Ancient Greece 
mid Rome. To me it is sufficient to point to tin*  glowing 
letters of Paul as evidence of then*  having lived a man 
like Jesus ; and the evidences contained in the Talmudic 
w ritings of the first and secon’d centuries of our era to 
tlm real historical existence of a Joshua or Jesus, who 
attempted to Im.* for the Jewish Church what Martin 
Luther tried to be for the Romish one,an*  so overwhelming 
that only one utterly blind to t<*xtimony  can look non 
these authorities, Paul and the Talmud, as futile and of 
no value. Every honest student of ecclesiastical history 
will candidly admit that long lirforv, but especially during, 
the time of Constantine the Great, and after his reign, a 
host of Pagan religious elements lM*came  mixed with the 
tenets of primitive Christianity, and were afterwards 
bunded down to us as genuine Christianity ; and I have 
lately mystdf, in a small essay, “ A Christmas Carol," 
shown the error of celebrating tin*  25th December of tin*  
v ar one, os the true anniversary day of the birth of the 
Xazarenc. But all this, including Mr. Browne's brat, 
arguments to the contrary, does not prove that such J 
man as Jesus never existed on earth, and l<oth Mr. 
Browne and all the authors from whom he has drawn 
his information, err most egregiously when they assert 
that Jesus is not a historical |M«rsonagt*.  Mr. Denton's 
and Dr. E. Crowell’s conceptions of the life of Jesus are 
far nearer the mark, and Npirituulixts of 11. J. Browne's 
eminenoe should, in my opinion, have no difficulty in con­
ceiving the possibility, or probability, of the existence of 
a preaching and healing medium like J«*sus,  without 
appealing to the sun, moon, or stars for evidence of his 
non-existence. What indeed does Mr. Browne and those 
who adopt his views and reject the historical Jesus gain 
by their repudiation! They evidently gain nothing, l>ut 
lose a great deal in losing a human exemplar of such 
high spiritual development at so early a period of our 
history ; and, therefore, I say. with all due deference to 
the learning of II. \J. Browne, that J'*sus  was as true 
and as real a man as the ingenious lecturer on the solar 
origin of Christianity.

And as H. J. Browne has opened his able discourse 
with the words ,

•*  And truth alone, where'er my lot I*  cast, 
In actins of plenty nr the pining waste. 
Shall Im* my end ami aim—my glory to the last,"

So I close mine with the family motto of the Maha­
rajahs of Benares : "There is' no religion higher than 
truth.’

C. W. ROHNER, M.D. 
Tungamah, May 16th. I Ml.

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION 8UNDAY EVENING 
LECTURES.

•• It is a beautiful belief that ever round our head 
Are hovering on vIcwIcbb wings the spirits of the dead."

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.
Sir,—On Sunday evening, the 20th instant, at the usual 
lecture at the meeting of Spiritualists, and again yeater- 
day evening, the 27th inst., some incidents wen*  Irought 
under our notice, which, if you can find space for them 
in your organ of our movement, may srrve to impart 
interest to those lectures Indeed, what I am going tn 
report might induce oom«*  of those outside our movement 
to look in upon us, who have not liceii in the habit of 
doing so.

To my story : On the 20th, Mr. Morse chanced to 
mention in his lecture, in a sort of jiorvnthctical way, 
that there might be spirits standing by his side, guiding 
his thoughts.

This suggested to me the thought of looking round 
amongst the audience to ore if clairvoyants were present, 
who might m*c them.

Watching my opportunity passed over tn Mrs. Iloxall, 
who told me she had seen two spirits standing near to 
llm lecturer.

Lost night, the 27th, Mrs. Boxall's report to me n>- 
ccived confirmation in two ways.

I to Mr. Mor»*  and told him wliat 1 had Icarmd
from Mis. Iloxall on the 20th ; when he informed me 
that leing at a sranaa in Melbourne on Monday, the 21 st, 
(i. r., this day laxt week), hr was their informed by 
spiritual communication who the spirits wen*  by his side 
(luring his lecture.

I may further say that Mrs. Boxall's report reveit ««I 
the yet further confirmation of the clairvoyant vision of 
Mr*.  Pennington, who on the same evening (the 20th) 
saw just what Mr*.  Iloxall described. ’Illis I only 
learned last night (the 27th). Thus, last night, I heard 
a double confirmation of what 1 not only heard, but hud 
there and then stated to the audiencr on the Sunday 
evening before I had word of mouth Ustimony from 1<oth 
the clairvoyants In tin earlier part of the evening, 
Mi*.  Pennington did not floe these spirits, Imt in the 
latter part site did.

When I mentiom*d  to Mr. Browne last night that 
spirits had been seen near to him during hi*  lecture, ho 
simply remarked: "O ye*,  spirits an*  always alsiut me."

1 will only ask my readers if this is not a |lr.AVTiFVL 
Belief, and assure them I would not re|>ort what I did 
not fully believe, on what 1 consider suffici«*nt  concurrent 
testimony.

I am, sir, yours ol<*dimtly,  
ROBERT CALDECOTT. 

Raglan st.. Port Melbourne,
28th April, 1884.

17th May.
In postscript to the atene, which I sent in too late for 

publication last month, will you, Mr. Editor, allow me to 
kupcradd additional confirmations, and thus*  verifications 
by three gentlemen, of the phenomena I have n*|<ort«xi  to 
you, all of whom are well known to, and tru»t<*d  by, 
Melbourne Spiritualists.

For the sake of distinction I will class them a» A. II. 
and C.

A.
Commercial Chamlu'i**,  

Collins-strcet West, 8th May, 1881.
To Mr. Caldecott. I tear Sir,—I have had the plcaxuro 

of reading your letter to the Harbinger, and ax far as 



2742 THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT, JUNE 1, 1884.

John Angel James being at my right hand shoulder 
during the time I was speaking, I have had that fully 
confirmed.

He has spoken to me since the meeting, stating he was 
there. The other spirits who attended me I have not had 
confirmed, but hope to do so before long.—Yours truly,

J. N. MORSE.
B.

City of South Melbourne,
16th May, 1884.

To Mr. Robert Caldecott. Sir,— I refer to your 
announcement at the Sunday evening lecture, at the 
Masonic Hall, a few Sundays back, that spirits were seen 
standing by the lecturer (Mr. Morse), and your report to 
the Harbinger tliat they were also seen standing by Mr. 
H. J. Browne during his late lecture in tho same place.

In verification of such phenomena, I beg to state that 
many clairvoyants have reported having seen spirits 
standing by my side, and these reports have been in 
accord ; also that I have been at many séances with Mr. 
H. J. Browne, and have always (pund that the clairvoy­
ants were agreed as to the numerous spirits at all times 
to be seen around him.—Yours truly,

W. 0. TOWSEY. 

0.
East Mclloume,

May 16th, 1884.
Mr. Rol»ort Caldecott. Dear Sir,—In reply to your 

enquiry ns to whether it is true that mankind are at­
tended by guardian spirits, I have no hesitation in stating 
that they (as a rule) are.

I have had repeat«*!  proof thereof, and have had the 
same corrolx>rat«-d over and over again by the testimony 
of clairvoyants, l>ctwcen whom there could lie no possi­
bility of collusion.—Yours faithfully,

HUGH JUNOR BROWNE.
The letters from these three gentlemen speak for them­

selves, and if you will favour us by finding space for 
them, I doubt not they would evoke discussion in your 
columns on that most interesting phase of spiritual 
phenomena.

Mr. Browne only demonstrates the truths of the 
orthodox belief in the guardianship of guardian spirits.

My letters to you—“Pelting Spirits” and “Bruin 
Waves”—drew forth (respectively) an extended and 
interesting correspondence on those subjects. I prognos­
ticate the same results would follow if you will only 
find space for the letters (short us they are) by these 
three seriously minded gentlemen.

I am, sir, yours obediently, 
ROBERT CALDECOTT.

THEOSOPHY P. SPIRITUALISM.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

Slit,—My friend Reimers is coming out of his shell, and 
explains the Theosophic mysteries and miracles, although 
in a somewhat obscure and intentionally involved manner, 
still in sufficiently plain terms to lie understood by the 
careful reader who desires to make himself acquainted 
with thpsubject under discussion.

It is evident to me that my eagle-eyed friend, with his 
enopjious opportunities of studying spirit phenomena, 
harlicen studiously kept in the background for several 
years past by the leaders of the cause in England, and it 
is almost time that he should lie allowed to give full 
expression to his views and ideas of the subject of both 
Spiritualism and Theosophy, as in spite of the errors he 
may occasionally drop into, Reimers*  is a mind of great 
acuteness, endowed with rare intuitional powers, not to 
apeak of the direct influence exerted upon his highly 
sensitive brain by spirits of higher spheres.

With respect to Reimers*  explanation as to how Mrs. 
Hollis-Billings' teapot and Mr. C. C. Massey's carte-de- 
visite and pocket-book were practised into the hands of 
the respective receivers of the gifts, I do not intend to 
offer at present any remarks of my own, as it will lie 
necessary for my naturally slow mind to sleep over it for 
a few nights, still I am inclined to think that there is a 
good deal of truth in his observations, and that he lias

had time enough during the last three years to mature 
his private views on the subject.

Concerning his other animadversions on the subject of 
Teetotal ism and Vegetarianism, I am perfectly at one 
with friend Reimers, and I know, partly from personal 
and partly also from professional experience, that total 
abstinence from alcoholic beverages and animal food is 
the greatest mistake out, if applied to all men alike 
without discrimination. And I am further inclined to 
believe that, for instance, India would not be at the 
present timo subject to British rule if the Hindoos had 
been moderately using wine for the last 300 years or so, 
and if instead of worshipping their cows they had used 
their flesh as well as their milk, as other sensible humans 
do all over the world, with so much advantage and 
benefit to themselves and others.

Verbuni »apienti.
0. W. ROHNER, M.D.

Tungamah, May 18th, 1884.

OCCULT OR SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIOHT.

Sir,—In regard to the ‘teapot*  puzzle, I may state in reply 
to Dr. Rohner that Madame Blavatsky’s impressive argu­
ments on will power concluded (to the best of my recol­
lection) with the request by way of proof on the spot, to 
Mrs. Hollis-Billing, to wish for something there and then. 
Thus sho (Mrs. Hollis-B.) carried not even this wish into 
the room, but the teapot—home. Mr. Billing, the hus­
band, belonged already to the Theosophist lnxly, I believe, 
and was present, and if 1 remember correctly, Mis. Hollis 
laughingly agreed with my suggestion that a Theosophist 
enjoys the convenience of denying visits of, and inter­
course with spirits, and belief in the phenomena at the 
same time — a most welcome arrangement for gliding 
through controversies fashionably and smoothly.

In my vain attempt to satisfy my friend Rohner, the 
following day-dream of a chat between spirit-attendants 
of Madame Blavatsky and Mrs. Hollis before that night 
occurred tojne : a

“ I should so like to get for my medium that nice tea­
pot she is craving for ! ” “ Oh, I have got it already,
my dear ; I traced it, and made a * double ’ of it, and 
you have nothing to do but put to-night the desire for it 
into the brain of your medium at Blavatsky’s-” “ Is 
there to lie a séance Î ” “0 dear no ; Madame B. has
become such a monster medium by constant contact with 
other sensitives that her power can be tapped at any 
time.” “ But she says” it is all will-power." “ Yes, a 
will or willing of power, but not power of will. She 
does tremendous work by this little dodge of ours, and 
the numlier of believing skeptics is grandly swelling by 
these tactics, for violent conversion is of no good to 
many, as the looking back on former illusions of matter 
is distasteful. Fancy the full admission of all the phe­
nomena, but rejecting spirits, how exquisitely blending 
with the becoming lustre of fashion, with her brilliant 
arguments aguinst Spiritualism ! ” “ But how will my
good medium take the new will-doctrine home with the 
teapot !” “ Never mind, she will get a little shake, and
that friend Reimers too ; but another shake of a spirit 
friend’s hand next séance will restore peace once more. 
To make the thing still more telling, fascinating, and 
funny, that splendid fellow, 0. C. Massey, must get a 
‘licker’ too, and carry home a pocket-book, carte-de*  
visite, and toliacco pouch, and a load of new reflections, 
and may be little upsets in the chambers of his spirit­
temple.”

Both spirits rejoice in perceiving that from the earth­
plane and the spirit-world pious tricks have to be used to 
blend antagonistic, quarrelsome, and it may intellectually 
pugilistic minds towards reverence and adoration of a 
central Supreme Power, with perhaps final extinction of 
individual'consciousness after the full round of learning 
and progress.

I know I plunge into a mass of difficulties, and expect 
even a hasty flight from the battle-field, by daring to 
question the lasting victory of the Theosophist monopoly, 
and look to friend Rohner in case of being wounded.
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The idea takes hold of my mind that adepts in the body 
can do the same as spirits out of it, in rare cases, viz., 
produce manifestations ; but if I have to look upon all 
spirits themselves as shells only, how shall I read those 
lovely, ungarbled reports of Dr. Nichols, for instance, 
of the visits of his “shell " daughter, where the joy of 
a family feast rules over the cold pen of a simple 
reporter Î

On the other hand, the preponderance of Indian 
spirits in my scores of séances indeed puzzled me on 
learning of the possible original fountain of the revela­
tions. Could I accept a kind of spiritcraft controlling 
all the manifestations in face of so many startling results 
developing from sources void of all perceptible prepara­
tion with spiritual head quarters Î

The forming of a school, a system in the bewildering 
volumes of theory, make it a relief—a pause for new 
breath—and I see sometimes the image of Spiritualism 
stoutlyand brilliantly enframed by Theosophy ; but as it 
expands, the frame will break at the top and reunite with 
the basis, and Theosophists once more join the general 
audience, and welcome the return by a good glass of 
wine, and in regard to mode of life, temperance will be 
recommended in sermons on temperance. Madame Bla­
vatsky smokes ; a fine cigar is a nice inesmeriser for 
many organisms, agitated by a free flow of reflections. 
I am tired of a mock-purity and drilling for angelhood 
by dogmas of tca-totalism and vegetarianism in extenso. 
Since the greatest geniuses use steaks as fuel for their 
brains and not paper-slips, I can’t see the utility of 

. making universal what is doubtless acceptable for some. 
I should'nt like to see all the world like a nursery-room 
with milk, lemonade, or a bottle of sodawater. Let us 
use all things wisely, but not exclude (save direct poison 
and adulterated stuff), positively this or that. Every­
body should be careful what his inherited and trained 
constitution wants ; then we are better fit to observe 
phenomena more correctly ; and more accumulation of 
them we need sadly, although we have not gone half 
through what has been given.

“ M.A.” (Oxon.) is on a gigantic herculean task, “To 
review post results,” and they will include some of mine. 
Should they, however, as yet stick too fast in oblivion, I 
shall put a crowbar into the ground and ease the lift. 
There are too many selfish Spiritualists (so called) who 
got their share of “ miracles ” and let the rest alone. To 
return to the foolish teachings of impossible and ideal 
purity, which has to dissolve with all animal instincts ; 
likewise perhaps that energy of spirit which shows so 
grandly in a thunderstorm, where with sweeping clean 
the air and quickening untold acres into new life, hosts 
of dear things are destroyed, nay, life sacrificed at the 
same time. No message of the archangels is delivered 
to the tunes of flutes and harps only, but trombones and 
sharp concussions fight against attempts of soft senti­
mentality.

I don’t at all attack the Theosophists “ bill of fare ” 
or pure life, os far os I know, but warn against intru­
sions of capricious ideals, dictating childish restrictions 
for all. Natures differ. I <’ 
on the beauties of tea-totalism and vegetarianism after a 
full-sized steak and a pint of claret; and even now, 
having taxi'd my brain on these trying topics, I drop 
my pen and go in for a sound chop and a cordial, and 
my readers won't be the worse for it.

If I reflect on the difference between the agencies or 

delivered most telling lectures (Rector.
is----------1------ — i" Inan(| (jie elements.

powers of the Theosophists’ school and our plain Spiritu­
alism, in my imperfect knowledge of either, it strikes me 
that the adepts can, like spirits proper, rise in thought 
and action beyond the mortal; whilst the disincaraated 
spirit can reach from regions where the adept can only 
peep into partially, the coflin blocking up a wee bit. I 
admit I risk to blunder sadly in these tricks of fancy, 
but I can’t see such a big difference between Theosophy 
and Spiritualism, if the manifestations go by and through 
the same hands—one party having yet the feet on the 
ground, and the other pushing and tugging from above 
after certain arrangements on energy of will of mortals 
and fancy work of “ strolling ” spirits.

But, in conclusion, I must own that the key-note of 
my epistle is my desire, as a musician, for harmony 

between Theosophy and Spiritualism as partners. Both 
will be the coming rulers of the world. The question is, 
shall the firm read, “Spiritualism and Co.,” or "Theo­
sophy and Co.! ”

Yours truly,
C. REIMERS.

PROOF OF INDEPENDENT SPIRIT ACTION.

Tub following excellent test of the independent action 
of an intelligent spirit appears in the recently published 
book, “ Spirit Teachings,’’ by “ M.A.,” (Oxon.):

“Already m vend facts and precise records of the life of 
some spirits had been given. For instance, on May 22nd, 
I was writing on quite another subject when the message 
broke off, ana the name of Thomas Augustine Arne wax 
written. It was said that he had been brought into 
relation with me through his connection with a son of 
Dr. Speer’s, a pupil of mine, who displayed great musical 
ability.

I was at this time greatly impressed with the character 
of the automatic writing and with the information given. 
I enquired at once if I could ascertain from Arne through 
the medium of the spirit Doctor, who was writing, any 
precise facts as to his life. The request was at once 
complied with, there being no interval between my 
question and the reply. The date of his birth (1710); 
his school (Eton); his instructor in the violin (Festing). 
His works, or at any rate some eight or nine of them ; 
the fact that " Rule Britannia ” was contained in the 
masque of Alfred ; and a number of other minute par­
ticulars were given without the least hesitation. Pro­
foundly astonished at receiving such a mass of informa­
tion, foreign not only to my mind in its details, but 
utterly foreign to my habit of thought—for I know 
absolutely nothing about music, and have rend nothing 
on the subject—I inquired how it was possible to give 
information so minute. It was said to lie extremely 
difficult, possible only when an extremely passive and 
receptive state in the medium were secured. Moreover, 
spirits were said to have access to sources of informa­
tion so that they could refresh their imperfect recollec­
tion.

I asked how I By reading ; under certain conditions, 
and with special end in view; or by inquiry, as man does, 
only to spirits it would be more difficult, though jiossible.

Could my friend himself so acquire information T No; 
he hod too long left the earth, but he mentioned the 
names of two spirits accustomed occasionally to write 
who could perform this feat. I asked that one of them 
should lie brought 1 was sitting waiting for a pupil in 
a room, not my own, which was used os a study, und the 
walls of which were covered with Ixxikslielvea.

The writing ceased, and after an interval of some 
minutes, another kind of writing appeared. 1 inquired 
if the newly arrived spirit could demonstrate to me the 
power alleged.

Can you read I
friend, I cannot, but Zachary (I ray can, and 

I am not able to materialiso myself, or to com- 
he elements.

Are either of those spirits here f
1 will bring one by and by. 1 will send.........Rector

is here.
1 am told t,ou can read. Is that to f Con yon ren t a 

book f
[Spirit hand-writing changed.]
Will you write for me the lust line oj the first book of 

ACneid ?
Wait.-------“ Omnibus errantem terris etfiuctibus oe*tas."
[This was right.)
Quite to. But I might have known ft. Can you go to 

the bookcase, take the last book but one on the second shelf 
and read me the last paragraph i n the (Jith page. I have 
not teen it, ana do not even know its name

“I will shortly prove by a short historical narrative, 
that popery is a novelty, and has gradually arisen und 
grown up since the primitive and pun*  time of Chris­
tianity, not only since the apostolic age, but even sinett 
the lamentable union of kirk and the state by Constan­
tine.”
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[The book on examination then proved to be a queer 
one, called “ Royer a Ant ipopriiu tian, an attempt to 
liberate and purify Christianity from Popery, Politikirk- 
ality, and Priestrule." The extract given above was 
accurate, but the word “ narrative ’’ was substituted for 
“ account "]

How came I to pitch on to appropriate a tenlence f
1 know not, my friend. It was by coincidence. The 

word was changed by error. I knew it when it was 
done, but would not change.

liow did yon reed t Yon »rote more tlowly, an J by 
Jilt end ttertt.

I wrote what I remembered, and then I went for 
more. It is a special effort to read, an<l useful only as a 
test. Your friend was right last night ; we can read, 
but only when conditions are very good. We will read 
once again, and write, and then impress you of a look : 
** Pope is the last great writer of that school of poetry, 
the poetry of the intellect, or rather of the intellect 
mingled with fancy.” That is truly written. Go and 
take the eleventh book on the same shelf. [I took a 
look called Poetry, Romance, and Rhetoric. It will open 
at the page for you. Take it and read, and recognise 
our power, and the permission which the great and good 
God gives us, to show you of our power over matter. 
To Him be glory. Amen.

[The look opened at page 145, and there was the 
4|uotation perfectly true. 1 had not M-en the look 
liefon*  ; certainly had no idea of its contents.)

BVDIMIISM.
Wk extract the following from the Railam t Conner of 
Aprd ’J Ith : —

TO THE KI'ITOR nr THE Co V RIER.
Ha-In ymir i«*ue«4  17th April jmn have inx-ric'l (l>y rr<|u<«t) 

nu «strart of s |M|>er that »m read by I lie Ikv. It. C.
M.A., la-fore the mctnlicr» <4 lire Victoria riiiloophical Society, 
lz>n<hn. wherein lie a->crt» that the lite of Christ was plagiarised 
by the Hindoo «amvl writers and accredit«*!  to (*liri«hnn  (the 
llind«s) Naviour) Iwtwccn the first mid lentil ccntiirio» of the 
Chnstiau era. II. J. Browuc, in his “ llmional Christianity,” 
|«MMs out quite the reverse, sud qnoti« n unmls-r of rcry eminent 
ant I tors in «H|*|i>*rt  of his view, vis. that the talc of the lite of 
(lirUbua existed humlroh «4 yearn l>rforv the Christian era. ami 
that cvNK>*lacatly  it w*«ld  have l«va inqamibb- for the Hin>i-«> 
»acred «nier« Io hate copied (naiu us Now. Mr. Editor, as the 
I »«A aUtve >|»4«»l (**  Italtonal ChnMianity ~) i*  to my know*  
lolp- 1«ing nod l»y a very large number <4 th«- young |M*>pb-  of 
thia city, will any of your numerous n-a*ters  inform me whether 
ilie life of Cliridma of Buddhism (which lite so murli and so 
nearly corrtnpund« with the life <4 Christ) or the life of Christ of 
the Chrisliaiis i*  the most ancient, ur wlicrv I lie information can 
lw obtained .’—Your*.  Ar. AXXIUVS ExqUIRKL”

SPIRITUALISM IN BELGIUM.

Wx have received from IJ«'-gr, in Ikdgium, a numla-r <»f 
Le JUfttoyrr, a la monthly publication, devoted to Spirit*  
ualisin ami Magin-ti.Mii, which ia now in tire tweltli year 
••( its existence. It is edited by M.L. Ailani, and pul»- 
lialnil by the brothers Pierre, of No. 12, Rue de I'Etuve, 
in tlyat city. Among its contributors are Dr. Walin, 
wlur is writing u valuable aeries of |Ntpers on the lines of 
William Howitts “History of Supernaturalism.” M 
Rene Caillie, whose |>a|M-rs on “God and Creation" an- 
full of interest, M. BusM-rcuu, and M. Gabriel lie la une. 
With the numls-r for the 1st of March an- iasued two 
Mipplmwiita, one of which contain*  an extract on 
S|nritualism from the A'ourelle Encyclopedic Aetnrnle, 
and a memoir of Allan Kardi-c, in un the Aoncean Die 
ttonnaire Uniectel. It is instructive to contrast the 
contemptuous treatment which Spiritual ism encounters 
in these colon it-s from shallow sciolists, with tin- res|M-ct 
it récrives at the hands of men of science on the continent. 
Thus, in tin- Sou cell r Encyclopedic A at ionale we read 
that “ Spiritualism is the most sublime expression of the 
moral sentiments in humanity, th«*  most rational of 
philosophical conceptions, and umlrr these different titl«-*  
it is called upon to reunite under its banner, in the near 
future, the immense majority of the nations of tin- globr." 
In the article on Kardec, in the A'oureen Dictionnaire 
Unit creel, we find it stated that, “The Spiritualistic 
doctrine, as set forth in his works, contains within itself

the elements of a general transformation of ideas which 
will lead to the transformation of society. In this point 
of view it deserves the attention of all the friends of 
progress. His influence, which already extends over all 
civilised countries, gives a considerable importance to 
tho personality of its founder, and causes us to fores«-«- 
that in a future, which is possibly near at hand, he will 
be regarded as one of th«- reformers of the nineteenth 
century."

GLEANINGS.
At the celebration of the sixty-fifth anniversary of the 
birth of the late eminent American freethinker, Mr. I). 
M. Bennett, by the Liberals of New York, one of the 
spt-akers—Mr. Jay Chapped, editor of the Golden Ayr — 
having expressed the ph-asure ho felt at appearing in the 
hall “ dodicated to on«*  of tho bravest and noblest men 
that over helped to turn liack tho army of superstition 
proceeded as follows; “Mr Bennett was a Spiritualist. 
I think it was in the year ¡877 that he becami*  thoroughly 
convinced of the philosophy through Mrs. Lord and Dr. 
Henry Slade, lie recognised the phenomena, and as 
opportunity offered investigated all its phases. On his 
return from around the world in 1882 I spent several 
days with him, and attended during that time a seance 
with him, and we hod much conversation upon that 
subject. In a private letter written from the Albany 
prison in 1880, he says, ' I believe that spirits do exist, 
and thnt they are organised forms of highly dev<do|N-<l 
and subtilized matter.' In ¡878 he wrote me sim lar 
words. I say these things Im-csu&c many have thought 
him a pure Materialist." Some warm words of com­
mendation were uttered, regarding the dec«-asc<l, as 
Iwing a true friend of man, of a life noble and 
pure, and one who fought bravely for human right*.  
Mr. Hy. Stone said he had known Mr. Bennett 
for forty years, and knew him to be an honest, 
pure, and noble man. It is clear that Mr. Bennett wu*  
a freethinker in the higher sense of that term, and could 
have no sympathy with that class who usurp the title, 
but who only pass from the fetters of a dogmatic theo­
logical creed to the fetters of a dogmatic scientific ami 
philosophical creed. We think the name of freethinker 
will Ik- superseded by a nobler one, that of truthaeeher

Mrs. Moore, and Mr. J. Chantrey Harris, editor of the 
AT«e Zealand Timet, have la-en lecturing in New Zealand, 
in advocacy of Spiritualism. The latter having com*  
plained that “ freethinkers " held aloof from Spiritualism, 
the Ereethonyht Renein (the last issue of which, by the 
way, contains some things of great interest to udvanc«-d 
minds, notably the “ Religion of the Future,” by Hudson 
Tuttle, «potations from Denton and Ingersoll, and the 
text of th«- smteiu*e  on Galileo by the Holy Office in 
H»33 and his recantation,) Ims some editorial paragraph*  
coaMBrnting on the statement made by Mr. Harris in a 
manner which only serves to illustrate its truth, since 
what we regn-t to have to term the really culpaUi*  ignor­
ance and misconception displayed by such comments of the 
actual |Mnition, I ms is, and claims of Spiritualists, can lie 
but the result of such holding aloof. The writer, indeed, 
admits the impt-aclimcnt, but endeavors to justify it by 
a reference to tin- great caution which should be excrciM*!  
in accepting our facts and conclusions. This caution, 
however, may In- and undoubtedly is, often carried to an 
absurdly illogical extreme. A too prodigious exercise of 
that intrinsically excellent attribute has stood in the way 
of many an individual throughout his whole life.

Tin- members of the Scot's Church Literary Association 
have devoted two evenings of their session to the dis­
cussion of Spiritualism, th«*  Rev. Mr. Dods (Mr. Strong's 
successor) in the chair. The opener of the debate, Mr. 
Adams, stat«-d a numlwr of objections, which lie ulti­
mately -complained had not been met, and treated th«- 
subj«*ct  mainly from the stand-point of ridicule Having 
set up a |iatchwork coin|K«ition formed chiefly of mi*  
understandings, misinterpretations, imperfect explana­
tions, popular rumor*,  and newspapt-r distortion*,  and 
called it Spiritualism, he had not much difficulty in 
levelling his shafts of ridicule against it with apparent 
effect. A few of the elder members, however, treated
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the subject with more gravity, relating some instances 
within their knowledge of apparitions at the time of death, 
and suggesting that similar occurrences might form the 
laris of Spiritualism. Mr. H. .1. Browne obtained per­
mission to read a paper on liehalf of the subject under 
discussion on the second evening, and was supported by 
another Spiritualist The room adjoining the Scots 
Church in which the meetings are held was crowded. 
The delate was very temperately conducted.

A LADY’S MORNING DREAM ON EASTER 
MONDAT.

I dreamt that I was standing at night in a garden 
watching a storm, with my two children, one on each 
side of me, and papa on my right hand and mamma on 
my left. The storm was very violent, and made the sky 
venr dark. After the storm passed, the stars came out 
so brightly as to be dazzling. Then a flock of large 
white birds passed flying in circles so quickly that each 
bird looked like a white ring. When they were gone I 
saw a Being in silvery robes coming down through the 
air. I said to mamma, “ Look, there is an angel! " but 
papa put his hand on my shoulder and said, “ No, child ! 
it is the Holiest of the Holy, Jesus Christ llimsclf. 
Now pray, pray os you never prayed in your life before, 
while your lntorc«*ssor  is there to hear you." So I knelt 
down and prayed ; and when I rose up jiapa and mamma 
were gone, and this Being, whose face Intel the most 
beautiful expression I ever saw, was standing close to me. 
lie raised His hand and blessed me and the children, and 
then I awoke.

PAPA*«  INTER I’ll KT ATX ON OP H18 DAUGHTER'S DREAM :

Good dreams are impressed upon us by good spirits, 
my child, during the silent watches of the night The 
hidden meaning of your lieautiful dream is as follows 
Tire garden is this l«*autiful  world that we live in ; the 
night indicates the darkness which still covers the people 
who dwell therein — a darkness which precedes the 
glorious dawn which is approaching. The stonn is the 
representation of the muny troubles and trials which 
you, my dear child, have already experienced during your 
abodo in the garden ; and the bright, dazzling stars must 
eurely mean tlm happinesses [«ic) which have been yours 
since the storm passed over. The white birds flying in 
circles are tlm guardian spirits that are alwuys waiting 
upon you to inspire you with pure thoughts and lofty 
aspirations; and your pure thoughts and lofty aspirations 
have all liecome concentrated in your beau ideal of every­
thing good and holy—the Holiest of the Holy, Jesus 
Christ Himself. Tin*  injunction to pray, and worship 
the All-Good and the All-Wise, is quite in accordance 
with your jMtpa'a ideas of what is right and becoming; 
and no doubt you will find by and bye that your mamma 
and pa|*a  have left you, and gone to dwell with die 
angels in the Summer-land; but this ideal, this concern 
tration of goodness, and wisdom, ami holiness, um 
remain with you, and will indeed bless you and yoyp 
children for ever.

An essay on Magnetic Healing l»y Mr. Geo. Milner 
Stephen has just Iwen publisherl by Mr. Joseph Braith­
waite of Dunodin. It traces manifestations of tlm gift 
from Biblical times to the present day nnd finishes with 
a large it u ml rer of testimonials of p<*rmancn£  cures 
effected by Mr. Stephen.

The “Communication” on “Soul Force," 4c., which 
appears in present issue, is the last of the scries; at 
a future time another series may be given. We would 
refer thoae who deny that Spiritualism has taught us 
anything worth acceptance, to the scries just completed, 
for a refutation of their statements.

Hop Bitter» give» good diration, active liver, good circulation, 
and buoyant spirits. Read larger.

READ IT ALL.
IT MAY SAVE YOUR LIFE.

Hop Bitters
THE PUREST AND BEST

Medicine ever ma>lr.
TrfEY ARE COMPOUNDED FROM 

Hops, Buch a. Mandrake, and Dandelion.
“ The .Oldest. Best, m«*t  Renowned, 

and Valuable Medicines in tbc World, 
and in addition con tai u all the lx»t 
and most effective Curative Pr<>|>crtl<M 
of all other Bitters, being the greatoit 
Liver Regulator, BLOOD PURIFIER 
and life and health restoring agent on 
earth."

They Give New Life and Vigor to the Aged and Infirm.
“To Clergymen, Lawyer«, Literary 

Men. Lalounn, Li'iii», and all tbcae 
wbhe mkutiry employment« cause 
irregularitits of the Bloral, Siumach, 
Bowel«, or Kidneys, or who nvjuirv an 
Appetiser, Tonic, ami mild Stimulant, 
these Bitten are invaluable, bring 
highly curative, tonic, and stimulating, 
without intoxicating.’*

“ No matter what your feeling« nr 
symptoms are, or what the disease or 
nilment is, use Hop Bittern. Don't 
wait until yon nre sick, but if you only 
feel bad or miserable, use the Bitten at 
once. It tuny save your life. Hun*  
drols have been navel by so doing, at 
n trifling cost."
Ask your Druggist or Physician 
“Do not suffer youreclf, or let your 

friend*  Buffer, but u«eand urge them Io 
nor llop Bitters."

“ Remember, Hop Bitten*  i« no vile, 
•Irujorol. drunken iH»tnim, but the 
purest and lot Medicine ever made, 
ami no person or family «Ireuld Im 
witliout iL”

HOP BITTERS MANUFACTURING CO. Melbourne 
Australia, Rochester, N- Y U S , Toronto, London- 

Antwerp, Paris

CATALOGUE OF WORKS,
ON SALK BY

W. H. TERRY,
84 Russell Street, Melmounxe. 

Continued.

EDUCATIONAL.
Aim» and Aids for Girls and Young Women, on the Duties «if 

Life. G. M. Weaver. 3« «mL
Aida Io Family Government, or Fn-m the Cradle t*»  the Xbuol, 

according to Frocbel; with an c*»ay  on the Hights of Child­
ren and the True Principle*  of Family (lovvrnmcnt by 
Herbert Spencer. IL Meyer. clo. 5«. ¡w. 2«. itd.

Children's Progresairc Lyceum Manual; containing dirret ions for 
the organuutiiuii ami mauugvmcut <>( .Sunday .School«, adapted 
both Io the bodies and mind« of the young, with rule«, lesson« 
exercises, recitations, songs, Ire. By A. .1. Davis. .

3s„ gilt fi«.. abridged 1«. !M. 
Education: Intellectual, Mural, and Spiritual. II. K|>enocr.

tia. Gd„ cheap edition 3«.
Education Complete. By O. K Fowler. Kmbracing Self­

Culture and Perfection of Character, and the Mnuagenicnt of 
Youth, Memory, and Intellectual Improvement, Ire., Ac.

One large vol., 17s. Al. 
Education, Founded on the Nature of Man. Spunlx-im.

pa. la. XL, du «a. XL 
How to Write. Wells. 3s. 9d.
llow to Talk. do. 3«. 9d.
How to Behave. do. 3«. M.

[N B-—The above three bound in ooe large v-.L (with 
“ How to do Busincas") price 10a.]

How to Read ; hints for choosing the beat book«. Petit. .*»«.  
Hopes and Helps tor the young of both r*exm,  relating to tbc fur» 

mation of character, chuioe of avocation, health, amu«emeot, 
music, conversation, cultivation of intellect, mural «entimen', 
social affection, courtship and marriage. By G. S. Weaver, 

its XI
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Jewish Literatuic and Modem Education. Maitland. 3a
Lyoeum I.ealer. containing Hygienic, Moral, and Religious In­

struction. Melbourne edition, clo. 3a, pa 2s.
Lessons for Children about Themselves, designed to impart a 

knowledge of the human body, and the conditions of health. 
By A. E. Newton. Illustrated. 2s. fid. 

Mohal Education, its Laws and Methods. By J. R. 
Buchsnan, M.D. J"-

A fine work, treating of the essential clement« of a liberal 
education ; evolution of genius ; ethical culture ; intellectual 
education ; sphere and education of woman, Ac. Ac.

Moral System for Secular Schools; or, the Education of the 
feelings. By Cana Bray.

Beggcttions to Mothers on the Training of their Sons. 3d.
Ways of Life, shewing the Right Way and the Wrong Way. 

Weaver. fid.
Weaver’s Works for tbc Young, in one vol. Us. fid.
Youth, its Care and Culture. By. J. Mortimer Granville. 5a 

Contains chapters on the Threshold ot Life ; Boy Manhood 
and Girl Womanhood : Habits, pleasure«, pastimes, rewnrda 
ami punishment» ; also the physical education of girls.

Youth’s Liberal Guide, for their Moral and Religious Enlighten­
ment. By Prof. Kottingcr. 6».

PHILOSOPHICAL.

Arcana of Nature; or, the History and Laws of Creation. By 
Hudson Tuttle. 2 vola 6s. 3d. each.

A philosophical work, treating of the evolution of the 
universe, tbc origin of life and mind, the evidences of man’s 
immortality, Ac.. 4c.

Attempts at Trulli. St. George Stock. ■"»*.  6d.
The two Schools of Thought; What is Right; Home on 

Miracles; Theism ; Materialism and Modern Spiritualism ; 
What is Reality ; Bcrkcly and Positivism ; Ac. Ac.

Better Views of Living or. Life according to the doctrine. •• What­
ever i>. is Kighi. ’ Di. A. II. Chilil. fis.

Com|mrnlivism, Furnishing n Religious Basis to Morality. Het*.  
ncIl. 3s. fnl-

Epicurus, ora Few Days in Athens. — Wright. Is.
An cx|Kisition in an interesting form of the Epicurean 

philosophy.
Fountain, The ; with Jets of New Meaning. By A. J. Davis. 6s. 

Upon the essential conditions of human progress, claims 
and rights of labour, women, and children, Ac. Ac.

Fichte s Works, With Memoir by W. Smith. Ifis. Gd.
Gospel of Nature. By Sherman and Lyon. lUs.
Harmon ini Man, or Thoughts for the Age ; pointing out paths ot 

reform. By A. J. Davie. 3s. 9d.
Healing of the Nations; containing thousands of beautiful 

Aphorisms, aud Maxims of Proverbial Philosophy. Linton. 
Inigc vol. 10s. 

Histoiy ami Philosophy of Evil, with suggestions for more philo­
sophical systems of education. A. J. Davis.

pa. 2s. fid., clo. 3s. tNl. 
Harvester, I lie; fur gatber-ng the lipened crops on every home- 

stead, leaving the unripe to mature. A demonstration •• that 
law underlies the whole structure of cxistcnc -. By a Mer­
chant. 5«.

latx K Tcncbris; or, the Testimony of CunsciousnvM. 1 Is. fid. 
Consciousness, Physical, Paycliieal, Social, Npiriltisl; con*  

elusion«.
Mind and Holy. Alex. Bain, L.L.D. 4s. fid.
Man ; Intellectual, Moral, and Social. By Hiram Powell. 7s. 
Manual of Transcendental Philosophy. C. James. 3».
Morning Lectures. A. J. Davis. 7s. fid.

In which the mot profound principles and spiritual jierccp- 
tions relating to bumunity in various phaM-s are popularised 

New Exposition ot the Science of Knowledge. J. G. Fichte.
Xs. Cd. 
MC tkl. 
2s, <kl. 
Victor

7s.
ul

On Force, its Mental nnd^loral Cot relates. Chas. B’ay. 
Pbiksophy of Special Piovidcnccs. A. J. Davis. 
Philosophy of Knnr; translated from the French 

Cousin. /
l'lobleuis of Lift/and Mind. By G. H. Lewes.

/J Vol I. 13s. fid., Vol. II. 18s., Vol. III. 17». fid.
Part ■.¿''''Method of Science, and its application to meta­

physics ; rules of philosophising ; limitations of knowledge 
, Part II. Principle« ot Certitude ; From the Known to the 

Unknown ; Matter and Force ; Force and Cause ; Correla­
tions of feeling aud motion.

Third Scries. Mind as a function of the Organism. 
Philosophy of Laughter and Smiling. Illustrated. O. Vasey.

fis. 
Principles of Human Knowledge (Berkeley’s celebrated Treatise 

■* “ c. Simon.
Is lid. 

I IM.

1.1a. 
My ibisin ;

on the nature of the Matuinl Substance.) By 
M.D.

Philosophy of Necessity. By Chas. Bruy.
Philosophy of Existence. Bv E. G. Kelley, M.D. 

large vol., tXw pp.
Including History ot Deities, or lbcism and _____ ,

History of Heaven, or the Celestial Region»; History of 
Demon», or Demonism ; History of Hades, or the Infernal 
Region« ; brief history of Angela and Purgatory.

Philosophy of Self-Uonsciousuiss. — FiUgerald. tis. fid.
Religious Philosophy, a Forecast of the Religion of the Future. 

W. W. Clark. 6s. fid.
Science of Knowledge. Ficbtc. pa. 6s. Cd., clo. Ils.
bubstnntialism ; or, Philosophy of Knowledge. By Jean Story.

7*.  6d. 
Summary of ditto. paper, 1«. W.
Science of Right*.  Fichte. 7«. 6d.
Sexology as the Philosophy of Life. Mr«. Willard. 9«.
The Thinker. Part V. of the Great Harmonia. By A. J. Daria.

7s. fid.
An analysis of the nature and powers of mind, delineations 

of historical character, illustrating the philosophy of universal 
progress, the origin of life, ami the law of immortality.

Tractatus Tlieologico Politicus Spin ora. • 10s. fid.
Talc of a Physician, or Seeds and Fruits of Crime. A. J. Davis.

6«. 
Unseen Universe. The. By Professors Stewart and Tait. Ss. 
Unseen Wrrld, The. By J no. Fiske, M.A. Ils.
Vocation of the Scholar. Fichte. 2s. 6d.
Wish ami Will, an Introduction to the Psychology of Desire and 

Voli'ion. By O. Lyon Turner, M.A. 8s. fid.
Whatever is. is Right. By Dr. A. B. Child.
Whence, What, Where.’ A view of the origin, nature, and destiny 

of Man. By Jas. R. Nichols, M D., Editor of " Boston Jour­
nal of Chemistry." *

Advortiuement» 
SOUL READING, 

Or Psychological Delineation of Character.
MRS. A. B. SEVERANCE would respectfully announce 
to the public of Australia that those who will send their 
autograph or lock of hair to her, she will give an accu­
rate description of their leading traits of character and 
peculiarities of disposition; marked changes in past 
and future life; physical disease, with prescription 
therefor ; what business they are best adapted to pursue 
in order to Ire successful; the physical and mental adap- - 
tation of those intending marriage; and hints to the 
inharmoniously married.

Address — Mrs. A. B. Severance, Centre Street, 
lietween Church and Prairie Streets, White Water, 
Walworth Co., Wis., U.S., America.

Fee 10/6
N.B.—No application will receive attention unless 

the fee is sent direct to Mrs. A. B. Severance, or to Mr. 
John Fraucnfeldcr, Wilson Street, Albury, N.S.W.

JUST PUBLISHED.
SPIRIT TEACHINGS:

A Series of Essays — Philosophical, Oratorical, and 
Religious—with Answers to numerous Questions of very 
Varied Character given by Automatic Writing through 
the hand of M.A. (Oxon.), 291 large 8vo. pages. Cloth, 
gold lettered, 10, G

The Pioneers of the Spiritual Reformation.— 
Life and Works of Dk. Justinius Kerner, adapted from 
the German;

William Howitt, and ms Work for Spiritualism; 
Biographical Sketches, l»y Anna Mary Howitt Watts;

New' Edition. Price 5/6.

General Massey’s New Book.
THE NATURAL GENESIS, containing an attempt 
to Recover uml Reconstruct the Lost Origin of the Myths 
and Mysteries, Types and Symbols, Religion and Lan­
guage, with Egypt for the mouthpiece ; by Gerald Massey. 
A work of deep research, 2 vole, over 500 pp. each, 
quarto., 33,

THE LATE WILLIAM DENTON S
Melbourne Lectures.
The following Lectures, delivered at the Bijou Theatre, 
by the late Win. Denton, were Reported and Published 
in the Harbinger of Light, from September, 1882, to 
February, 1853, and will Imj sent Post Free to any address 
on receipt of 3s :—

1. — ......................... ”
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

The Philosophy of Death.
The New Religion.
The Way to be Happy.
The Science of Religion.
Prophecies of the Bible.
God in the Light of Science & Common 

Sense.
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“ The l*rge»t  Newspaper Affrncy in the wurM."—X }*.  TViAwse.

THE

International Newspaper Agency,
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT, U.S.A.,

Represent*  and controls the advertising of about twenty 
of the largest advertising concerns in the United States, 
(•■■sides a great many of the smaller ones), and pays out 

to the Prvxx of the World, annually, over 
One Million Dollars £200,000.

BANKERS :
New Haven: The Yale National Bank, Capital and 

Surplus, 9850,000.
I»NDoN : The London and County Banking Company, 

(Limited), Paid-up Capital, £1,500,000.
Melbourne: The Hop Bitters Manufacturing Co., 

(Limited), Capital, 8125,000.

AN ESTABLISHMENT BASED ON A COM­
PLETE AND PERFECT SYSTEM.

“A Compend and a Curiosity.”
From the MattachturUt Ploughman and New England 

Journal of Agriculture, Bottom, Mau , May 27,1882 
“H. P. Hubuard'b International Newspaper Adver­

tising Agency, of New Haven, Conn., is at once a coin­
land and a curiosity. The press of the civilized world is 
nil filed away within its spacious limit«, and the pro­
prietor can at any moment touch the spring that spreads 
it out liefore the sight of an inquiring visitor. In no 
«■stablishmcnt we ever visited have *e  seen the depart- 
hwi>t system so thoroughly organised and in such noise­
lews and thorough ojicrution. Tin*  proprietor signals an 
assistant, and the minutest detail respecting any publica 
lion of any country is returned at his call, lie dictated 
n letter, anti an assistant records it phonograph ically and 
instantaneously. The entire establishment is built us 
and administered on precisely this Isisis. Nothing of 
the kind exist« elsewhere in the Unital States. Com- 
pmhensive yet minutr*,  it covers all wants of advertisers 
ami omits nothing. Its business is transactal as by 
magic. Mr. HuMmuxI is an cxpeiicucril newspaper man, 
and therefore has nothing on that score to hum. Aim), 
•■»•st of all, he performs all that he promises. He deals 
fairly and enjoys a high reputation. Hr secs to it that 
every newspaper with which he undertakes to make a 
contract for an individual executes it exactly, and any 
omission or incorrect insertions of advertisement*  are 
made up for. Honesty nnd faithfuIncM are the watch­
words of this reliable establishment, which is an honor to 
its class, to New England and to th<*  country. It took 
a clear head to conceive the jdan, and it takes an enter­
prising spirit to administer it successfully.**

FURNISHED ROOMS TO LET (with or without 
Board).— Home comforts; at Mrs. Samuel’s, Wells 
House, Argyle Place, Lygon Street, Curl ton.

MR. GEORGE SPRIGGS, 78 George Street, East 
Melbourne, is prepared to give Medical Diagnoses 
and Prescriptions in Trane«-, daily, from 10 to 4 ; 
(Saturdays, 10 to 2.) Fee 10s.

CHEAP TRACTS FOR DISTRIBUTION.

1<K) Assorted Tracts

ON SPIRITUALISM AND FREETH0UGHT.

Sent by Post to any part of the Colonics for One

Shilling Stamp.
W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.

The “Spiritual Record."
A MONTHLY MAGAZINE OF FACTS AND 
PHENOMENA relating to Spiritualism ; publish'd 
simultaneously at Glasgow «nd London; contains 64 
pages of highly interesting matter, and is frequently 
Illustrated. Subscription Post-paid to any of the Colo*  
nies, 10 prr annum.

AUSTRALIAN AGENT, W. H TERRY

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION
or

SPIRITUALISTS.

SUNDAY SERVICES
At tbs Masonic Hall, Lonsdalb«trrkt. 

(Opposite Hospital).

Service commences 7-15 p.m.—Members enrolled le-fore 
and after Meetings, or at the

OFFICE AND HEADING ROOM, 
84 Russell Street, Melbourne.

A New and Valuable Book
BY

MRS. EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN,
Jvvt Published and to Arrive Shortly.

A large 8vo. volume of alx>ut COO pog«-s, with numerous 
Illustrations, entitled “ Nineteenth ‘Century Miracles; 
or Spirits and their Work in every Country of the Earth. * 
The author has spent nearly u quarter of a century in 
collecting her material, and s|»arvd no expense in au­
thenticating her facta

The S«il«cri{*tion  Prien in Melloume will In*

15s. PER COPY, OR FIVE COPIES FOR £3.

Intending .Sulacrilieni are nx|U«*Mt« <4l to semi in their 
Numcs early to Mil W. II. Terry, M RusM-llStrc«:t, 

• McIImhihi«*.
C^'A Syno|wis of Contents may Im had on application.

ESOTERIC CHRISTIANITY,
Br H. J. BROWNE, Esq.

In ml Pusphlet For..., PH ICE SIXPENCE.

Grow proceed*  of sah« to hr given ton gentleman who 
is ditabled, by an affliction, from enrning u livelihood ;

A Im»,
IS SPIRITUALISM CREDIBLE?

A Paper read licfore the Scute*  Church Literary Associa­
tion, by H. J. Brow NFL Price 3d. Proceed« to Im! athhd 
to Association Building Fund.
work/ RELATING TO THEOSOPHY ON SALE 

BY W. H. TERRY.

The Occult World ; l»y A. P. Sinnott <» 6 it 3 6
Esoteric Buddhism ; by the same. 8 '»
A Buddhist Catechism ; according to the Canon of tlm 
Southern Church; by 11. S. Ulloutt, Preaidcnt of tho 

Thcoto|Jiical Society. 1 3
Themo|»hical Miscellanies . No. I. —Thoughts on tho 

M<-ta|»hysic*  of Thcowjihy, by A. Sandaram Iyer. 
1/«.............................................................................

Theosophical Miscellanies : No. 2.—L »published Writ­
ings of Eliphas Levi: the Paradoxes of th« Highest 
Science ; translate*!  from tlm French by a “ Student of 
Occultism. 2/

Isis Unveiled ; a Master-key to the Mysteries of An<-i«*nt>  
Science and I'hcology. Fifth edition, with a Portrait 
of til»’ Author, Madam«*  Blavataky. 2 vol*,  largo 
royal 8vo., alx>ut 1400 pag**s  cloth extra, gold lettcrnrL 
A work of great research. 37,6
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THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT, JUNE 1, 1884.American Photographers and Artists,
84 ELIZABETH ST., MELBOURNE.

Country Agents ftr the “ Harbinger "4—
Gastlemoine—Mr. W. H. Newlands, Market Square. 
Sandhurst—Mr. Wenliome, Pall Mall.
8ydney —Messrs. Turner <fc Henderson, 16 Hunter St., 

J. Dunne, 112 Bourke St., Woolloomooloo.
Adelaide—George Robertson.
Barnawartha—F. G. Eggleston.
Tasmania (if. W. Coast) W. B. <fc Oswin Button, Leven. 
Dunedin, (N.Z)—J. Braithwaite, Arcade.
Inrercargill (N Z)—E. R. Weir, News Agent, Dec-st. 
Brisbane—S. Smith A Co., 90 Queen Street. 
Launceston—Hudson <k Hopwood.
Adelaide—W. C. Rigby, King William Street. 
Rockhampton—W. Munro.
Auckland—A. Campbel).
Ipswich, Queensland—W. Tatham.

Agente wanted for all parts of the Colony.

THE THEOSOPHIST

A MONTHLY JOURNAL devoted to Oriental Philo­
sophy, Art, Literature, and Occutism, embracing Mes­
merism, Spiritualism, and other Secret Sciences.

Subscription, 20/ per ann., Postage extra.

“LIGHT.”
A Journal devoted to the Highest Interests of 

Humanity, both Here and Hereafter. Published in 
London, weekly.

■id. per copy, 13/ per annum, Postage extra.
Melbourne Agent, W. H. Terry.

PHOTO-ART.
BATCHELDER AND CO., 

PHOTOGRAPHERS AND ARTISTS,
, (Established 1854),

Execute cnmniisaiona in nil styles o! Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms. Specimens at address,
4 1 COLLINS STREET EAST.

TO INTENDING INVESTIGATORS.
Persons desiring to Investigate Spiritualism can, upon 
forwarding Sixpenee in Australian or New Zealand 
Stamps to the Oflice of this Paper, have Directions for 
the Formation and Conduct of Circles and other useful 
Information sent them.

If One Shilling is sent, Mrs. Britten’s valuable Book, 
“ On the Road, or the Spiritual Investigator,” will be 
added.

The Evidences of Spiritualism, BY W. D. C. nENuVAN.
700 large 8vo. pages, and numerous Illustrations, 

REDUCED TO ICs. PER COPY.
3 Copies, 217^

Postage—Victoria and Neighbouring Colonies, Is. 
W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.

SPIRITUALISTIC FREETHOUGHT PAPERS.
The Medium, London (Weekly), 12/6, ¡»er annum.
The Banner of Light, the oldest American Spiritualistic and 

Frccthought paper, published weekly. Subscription,22/6 pernnn.
The lteligio-Philosophical Journal, a tirst-class American Weekly 

published at Chicago, U.S.A. Subscription, 17/6 per annum.
Shaker Manifesto, monthly, 6d., 5s. per annum.
The Voice of Angels, nn interesting journal Edited by Spirits, 

published fortnightly. 10s. per annum.
The •• Thcosophist,” a monthly journal devoted to Oriental Philo­

sophy. Occultism, Spiritualism, Ac. Published at Madras, 
20/ per annum.

The ‘Spiiitual Record,” monthly, 9/
Herald of Erogreu A weekly journal devoted to the Philosophy 

and Teachings of Spiritualism. 10/ per annum.
The Vaccination Inquirer. 2s. per annum^s
The Liberal, Sydney (Weekly), 8/ |»cr aprium.
Erect bought Review, Wanganui, (Monthly), 6/6 j»cr annum. 
Miller's Psychometric Circular. lu/.yr
Copies of al) the above available fy/subscription. 

POSTAGE * EXTRA.
W. H. Terry, 8? Russell Street.

ROBERT KINGSTON.
(EROM MAKER BT

SANG8TEIIS, APPOINTMENT

LONDON), J TO HER MAJESTT

U iff B K& L L A Iff A K £ fi,
ISTo. 26 ROYAL ARCADE

68 EOlg^Lxx Street Carlton.
Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered with Silk, Satin Cloth 

Zanilla, and Alpnca.

“THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”
THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND 

FREE THOUGHT
Subscription, Town. 5/ per annum ; Country, 5/6 

Great Britain, 6/
Subscriptions date from September to August, and are 

payable in advance.
The “ Harbinger” may be obtained bound, 2 vols. in one, 

at 12/6

MRS. MASON, CLAIRVOYANT & HEALER.
From Nine to Five; Fee, 5s. 4 Barkly-st., Carlton.

W. H TERRY,
Pharmaceutical and Eclectic Chemist;

IMPORTER OF AMERICAN, ENGLISH, AND 
INDIAN BOTANIC MEDICINES.

Herbs, Roots, Barks,“'Seeds, and Flowers; Extracts 
Elixirs, and Balsams.

Also, the ORGANIC PREPARATIONS of Messrs. 
B. Keith A Co., of New York ;

Agent for Messrs. Cheney <k Myrick, of Boston, U.S. 
An incomplete Exhibit of whose Goods obtained 2nd 

Award at the Meib. International Exhibition.
WMEDICINES SENT BY POST TO ALL PARTS.

MESMERISM.
Instruction given in this Science for the Treatment of 
Disease, by a Mesmerist of considerable experience, and 
Operator of many years’ practice. The Therapeutic 
and Phenomenal Application of Mesmerism, just pul> 
lished, post free from author, 2/9, oY at Mr. Terry’s, 2/6. 
Address: — Dr. Williams, MA., Odyle House, Punt 

Road, Richmond.—Consultation Free.

Printed by J. C.8tepbens (late E. Purton & Co.«) at his Office, IM Kliubrh 
Stret Melbourne for the Proprietor, W. H. Terry, and published hv blru st 

g i Ropmi*. 8tro»t Melbourne


