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Mr. Moncure D. Conway in Melbourne

At a recent meeting of Melbourne Spiritualists there was
some discussion as to the relative merits of individual
and organised effort in the furtherance of the principles
of Spiritualism, but no definite conclusion was arrived
at further than the affirmation of tho necessity of main-
taining Sunday meetings, where people seeking for infor-
mation on Spiritualistic subjects might obtain it. The
question of organisation in connection with the Spiritu-
alistic movement has been frequently discussed, and
whilst some opponents of it have pointed out the danger
of Buch organisations fossilising into a church, others on
the same side have called attention to the universal
decadence and disintegration of those hitherto formed,
thereby practically nullifying the first objection.

From this last fact it has been inferred by many that
the disembodied factors in the movement are averse to
organisation, but the inference is not legitimate unless it
can be shewn that the defunct bodies have not during
their lifetime measurably fulfilled the object of their
existence ; and we have reason to think that this is often
the case. It appears to us that both in Spiritualistic
circles and larger organisations there is no statu quo—
progression or disintegration is the law, and unless the
bodies generate or attract to themselves new life they
inevitably die of inanition, new bodies rising in their
place to do their work and die also.

We have not yet met with any sound objection to
associative work ; the axiom “ unity is strength ” holds
good in Spiritualism as in war, politics, and trade, and
the advocates of individual effort forget that there is
plenty of scope for that in addition to, and in harmony
with, the associative work. As a man may be a
member of a commercial co-operative association, and
still pursue his ordinary avocations, so may he be a
memtar of a Spiritualistic co-operative society without
relaxing his individual private efforts for the further

Error is passing away., Men arising shall hail the day."
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ance of Spiritualism.  We Spiritualists have derived
an expansion of ideas and an acquisition of hap-
piness from the knowledge given to us in the first in-
stance by those who had preceded us on the road of
investigation. Had they hid their light under a bushel,
it is probable.many of us would still I>e in the comparative
darkness from which we have emerged, and is it not our
duty to hold up that light for the benefit of others still
in the gloom that they may, if so dis;>osed, come out of
it] Surely we can do this lovingly and yet effectually
by association better than by isolated individual effort-
A vital association is a beacon light seen by the multi-
tude, whilst the individual light is often flickering and
evanescent, and even when kept steadily burning, seen
only by a few.

There is plenty of work for Spiritualists to do without
seekiny to proselytise; that is not our mission. A
Spiritualist made so by persuasion or faith is not worth
much ; we would not wish to fill our ranks with such,
but expect every man or woman.to feel the ground under
their feet, and I>e assured of its solidity before they range
themselves under our tanner ; but the large? the number
and greater the energy of the co-operative body, tho
more powerful is their influence to disseminato
vital truths.  This journal, though presided over by
one mind, would soon lose its influence and die out
of existence were it not for the co-oj>eratioii of
others, who constantly vivify it by the influx of their
thoughts; hence we would urge a more hearty co-
operation amongst Spiritualists for the maintenance of a
public platform, the dissemination of cheap literature on
all subjects pertaining to the physical, social, and spiritual
welfare of humanity, and al ove all some associated effort
for the amelioration of tho condition of the poor and
ignorant. Individually Spiritualists have doubtless
done their parts in charitable movements, but we are
unaware of any associated action in this direction. With
a strong organisation some practical work might ta
accomplished to the benefit of all concerned.

It would be well if the advocates of Spiritualism,
when writing to friends to whom the subject is new,
would remember that tho mind as quickly repels an

unfamiliar truth, when abruptly told, as it does an
extravagant falsehood.
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MODERN LUTHEROMANIA.
Bomb one has found fault with the people of Melbourne
for celebrating the four-hundredth anniversary of Martin
Luther* birthday by going to the races. | for one can-
not see anything so very flagrantly wrong in thia» and |
trust | will not be charged with undervaluing the his-
torical importance of the character and work of the
(rvut Reformer when 1 say that Luther only expelled the
‘one to put the Bible in his place.

liecertainlydeserves mankind's I»est thanks fordethron-
ing a spiritual and teni|X)ral despot—now happily on his
Imt legs, but 1 do not thank him for having replaced an
infallible man with an infallible book, which has all along
been almost as great a stumbling-block in the haul of our
progress as the infallible mass of human $k  ami bone
sitting on the now" fast-decaying rock of Hi. Peter,
against which the gates of hell did not prevail so long as
his successors kept Satan in their own hands and churches,
making os great a monopoly of his diabolical indulgences
as they did of the love of God and His merciful dispen-
sations to His children. Had | been in Melbourne |
think 1 would have gone to the races too, in preference,
any how, to listening to a sermon on the subject of Luther
by mi over-liberal and enlightened Caledonian pope—
MacEachrun the First, or unique.

KuUi«  in spite of his historical importance, in spite of

1 his genuine enthusiasm for lilierty of conscience anti love
of spiritual freedom, is getting stale in our days, and
sy so among the rising generation of young Aus-
tralia, who pluck tlicir love of lilierty from Um fragrant
and health-giving gum-trees of their dear ““ bush.”

Modern history, moreover, knows very well that
Luther's Reformation was as much the work of jnlitics
as of religion; it was an much a struggle of Germany
against Italy, of the German electors against the arro-
gance, and selfish, and priest-inspired ambition of
Charles V., as it was the hatred of Uic simple-minded
German monk against Leo X. and his dcliauchcd Roman
court who in his native simplicity looked ujioii the holy
city in the light of an igiocalyptic New Jerusalem
descended upon earth. Luther forgot that the first
founder of the city of Rome had been reared by wolf's
milk, and that his successor and second founder of
spiritual Rome was still a wolf dresM-d (necessarily) in
tile soft skinof th« innocent lamb. Had Luther ta-en better
informed aliout the saintly lives of the popes of Romo ;
had he known as much aliout them as llauke did, he
would not have prostratid himself on Uie ground when
t came in sight of the eternal city, the residence of
God on earth, which at the time of his visit liore a
cinter resemblance to Sodom and Gomorrah than to
Eislel»en and Wittenberg. The reason why we cannot get
up so high-burning a flame of enthusiasm for tuth« here
in Australia consists in the fact that the Australian is
a new race of people, fortunately unfettered by the his-
torical traditions and prejudices of ancient Europe, and
bent upon making history for themselves—both religious
ami |M>iitical history.  Our example is not Europe, Nut
America, from which continent we are only separattd by
a few thousand miles geographically, whilst socially and
politically we are its next door neightour.

As the question lian l«cn lately asked and negatively
answered by a very high authority : ““Are we still Chris-
lions I" Australia has heard both the question and the
answrr, and, in its turn, has refused to make an exclusive
study of the geography of Palestine, and of the history
of the Jews. Australia has built for itself a secular
and compulsory Education Act, and hundreds of secular
State-schools—a new kind of temple—in which the
reading of Bible lessons constitutes only an infinitismal
portion of the work of the pupils. Australia has learnt to
distrust Catholics as much as Protestants, seeing that
their spirit is purely sectarian—smells of the flesh-pot
and the bread-basket,—and that their priests could preach
anything and pray for everything we may want or not
want, provided <e Arc agreeable, ns working bees, to
keep the drones comfortable in their hives on our hard-
earned honey.

This is the modern gospel preached to us Australians,
but the Australians will have none of their worn out gospel
and its gospellers, and consequently they do not feel
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inclined to got up spiritual steam in favour of such suc-
cessors of both J««us and Luther, who are still persreut-
ing the best and most beloved teachers of the people.
The shrewd Australian has lately heard and properly
appreciated the savage cry of Co/rvnua rtdivivut, and his
fanatical myrmidons: “give us Barabbas, -crucify
Strong and we all know that they are more afraid of
losing a certain portion of proptnrty and fat livings con-
nected with the Presbyterian Church, than they are con-
cerned about the salvation of either the soul or the body
of Strong, of Hay, and of the lilieral knot of champions
of spiritual freedom and daylight, who have entered the
lists againit the fanatical admirersof Calvin, Knox ¢Co.

But to return to Luther, what, | ask, has he done for
us and for our spiritual regeneration to induce us to
make such a fuss about his 400th birthday here in Aus-
tralia, as they do now in Germany ! Was is not Martin
Luther who has saddled on the back of a reformed
Christianity th« Ma?k jockey of an incarnate devil, who
still rideA upon the consciences of weaklings, and actually
makes his #apiite again in the Lord's prayer of a
revised New Testamentt ““The devil we know,” says
the proverb, “is often better than the devil we don't
know.” The infallible devil in Rome was a tangible
entity with whom we could deal face to face; Il«it
Luther's devil, whom the great Reformer himself could
not kill by throwing his inkstand at his brazen forehead,
is a mon subtle kind of a spiritual devil, who will stick
in tin corners and dustholes of orthodox Christian brains
far longer nnd with far greater tenacity of hold than his
pendtinl of flesh and blood in the Vatican.

And again, what thanks do«« Martin Luther deserve
on our [>art for having substituted the dogma of Justi-
fication by Faith for that of Works of the Roman church!
Has he not taught the murderer on the drop that by
merely pronouncing the name of Jesus he will be at
onoe launched into an eternal heaven in spite of the hor-
rors and atrocities of his antecedent lifel Has the
gh Reformer really done us such a great service by
thus undermining the very foundations of a rational
morality, and by giving us a dogma so convenient and
handy for th« use of dying hypocrites! 1 answer,
decidedly not! | say we are suffering now a-days just as
much from «-cclesiastical persecution and humbug as we
did liefore Luther, and were it not for tim new political
dogma of a strict separation of the interests of State and
Church, anto-<ki-fe't would be as common, spectacles of
pious nmusement in our days as they were More and
after Luther's great reforms. Was it not also a great
Iteformer who burnt a learned physician in Geneva, in
the name of a Holy Trinity!

Oh, let me alone with your great Reformers, who only
spin new cobwebs of superstition out of their Iwains
stuffed with barren theology, and put them in the holy
places occupied by older and more dilapidated arachnrous
tissues of lies spun by a former generation of sacerdotal
spiders and blood-suckers. What these fellows call
religion is to me a positive curse; what they call the
religion of Christ is a wanton jmrversion of originally
pure and humane doctrines which every rational man
could tstdad ; but the falsely so-called fathers of the
church, and most of its reformers, instead of improving
upon the simple words of the great Galilean poetic soul,
have fraudulently manufactured for us a creed the con-
fession of which More high heaven must make every
man blush who has not yet lost all regard for enlight-
ened human reason and for a sound basis of nature-
dictated ethics.

This is my opinion of Luther's great work of Reforma-
tion, the proximate result of which was a war of thirty
years in Germany, which kept Germany back longer than
any other country in Europe, and a schisms in the church
which kept occupied some of the best brains for cen-
turies with empty wrangling» and disputations about
things that never were, and could never be, in God's
whole universe. My thanksgiving, then, on this august
occasion of Luther's birthday, consists in the pleasure of
my knowledge that he was born 400 years ago, and that
he is not a contemporary of Leo XIII., or the Rev Mr.
McEachran. 0. W. ROHNER.

Benalla, 10th Nov., 1883.
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THE DENTONS IN NEW GUINEA.

Inour last we mentioned that we had written to Mr.
Denton's two sons for further particulars rs the New
Guinea expedition, and the circumstances which led up
to their father's death. Our letter crossed them on the
way from Cooktown to Sydney, and although we received
two letters from Mr. Shelley Denton, they were not in
reply to ours, and contained little of general interest
that was not already known. They, however, dined in
company with Signor Jean Baptiste Gapiero, of the
Italian man-of-war Oaracciolo (who is also collecting for
the Italian Museums) at Mr. Jaa. Hurst's, with whom
the late professor was on intimate terms when at 8ydney,
and that gentleman has kindly collated in condensed
form that portion of the information given him by the
brothers Denton relating to their own and their father's
personal experience in New Guinea, reserving for a
future letter particulars regarding the natives, geology,
flora, fauna of the country, and other matters of interest,
which we hope to present to our readers next month.

Further Particulars Concerning Professor
Denton and the New Guinea Expedition.

Having engaged a passage from Cooktown to Por
Moresby by the missionary schooner Ellangowan, they
left early in July, had an agreeable passage, and on
arrival at Port Moresby found there a small village
with aliout four English n-sidents, including the station
missionary. This latter functionary, it appears, lives
on the fat of the land, and enjoys life surrounded by
luxuries little dreamt of by those who are in the habit
of looking upon the life of a Christian missionary in
savage countries as one of extreme danger or untold
hardships. With ample imported provisions of all kinds
necessary to make life comfortable, the missionary of
New Guinea passes the day in comparative ease, and
utilises native labour to do the menial laltorious work in
connection with his establishment. The few European
residents of Moresby were much concerned about the
““annexation question,” and appeared to fully rocognjse
the difficulties which might arise with the natives in the
case of making unfair purchases of land. They anxiously
watch any political moves, and are prepared to take
advantage of their position as residents at any time
there should be the slightest prospect of security in
dealing with the native tribes. The Dentons stated that
there is a great diversity in the different tribes, one
tribo being quite different in physical or natural
conditions to another, But whilo they found the natives
inland thoroughly honest, those on the coast who had
come in contact with missionary influence were con-
spicuous for their knavish tricks or bad practices. They
particularly desired that this trait in the native
character on the coast should be made known, as the-
New Guinea natives in the vicinity of Port #oy<
cannot under any circumstances I> trusted. The
natives were exceedingly kind to the Dentons, and
assisted considerably in the collection of specimens ; but
nevertheless there was danger in relying on their friend-
ship, as it tends to cause a bitter jealousy amongst
hostile tribes when they get to hear of it, as they are
apt to mistake the intentions of European visitors in
this respect. Drink had already commenced to have a
baneful effect upon some of the natives, and even some
of tho white population, small as it was, paid more than
ordinary attention to the sparkling cup, especially so if
we may judge from the fact that the drink bill of one of
passengers to Port Moresby amounted to £22 odd.

Upon arriving at New Guinea, the Dentons lost no
time in searching for geological or natural history
specimens.

The geological strata of the country are most interest-
ing, and the flora, fauna, (cc. of the inland are no less
worthy of special notice.

The sons undertook the collection of birds, whilst
Professor Denton went in search of minerals, insects,
butterflies, moths, 4c.  Near the coast, the natives often
go voyages in their canoes, for the purpose of fishing,
collecting pearl shell, 4c. Their canoes have a small
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outrigger St Hock of wood at the end of a couple of
long stout bamboos, to prevent a caoaise in case of a
sudden squall. The men and women who go in these
canoes are quite naked, and are good swimmers. The
women are generally hidden from view by a sort of
covering made of bark or branches of trees in the centre
of the canoe. When they had got some distance from
the coast, they found the interior very rugged and
mountainous, evidently the result of powerful volcanic
action. Here and then some signs of extinct craters or
volcanic upheavals of vast extent presented to our late
geologist a history which was fraught with the most
profound interest, whilst in the valleys he could read
the workings of natural cause and effect, in the mud
layers or landscape depressions, which spread over the
surface of the different strata, which are as yet
comparatively speaking unknown to the civilised world.
The Professor found the geological interior formation of
the country principally of volcanic origin, but round the
coast coral reefs were alrundant. The volcanic formations
were somewhat similar to the other islands of the
Malay and Japanese Archipelago, such as Timor,
Lombok, Bally, Java, 4c. The native tribes are
invariably at war with each other, and when active
hostilities commence, any white travellers are almost
sure to become attacked by either one tril>e or the
other, owing to the liability of one of the tribes
mistaking the intentions of foreign visitors.

Upon arriving at a certain native village in the
interior, the two sons settled down to work in «eanient,
for the purposo of preserving the skins of birds, Imt
as there were but few insects Professor Denton
separated to go on with the “ Aryut expedition ” under
Captain Armit, to a part of the country that was more
damp, and consequently congenial to the habits of the
insectoria. Professor Denton had by this- injudicious
step evidently overrated his physical powers, and the
whole party, except one man, worn laid up with fever,
brought on by the malaria of the surrounding vog«Hation,
generated by the excessive rains that prevailed at that
time of the year. He became greatly exhausted after
intermittent attacks of convulsive perspiration, the
result of fever, and dis-ci on Sunday evening, August
26th, at a native village called fHegaliad, in the
Moroka district. At the time he died, th« two sons
were only about 15 miles away from their father, but
did not even know that ho was ill. Upon hearing of his
death they felt their loss keenly, left as th« were, alone
in a wild country among savage people. The natives
were extremely kind to Professor Denton and the ex-
pedition party, and carried the rest of the sick party on
palanquins to ‘the coast, not howover without fatigue
and murmuring, for at one time they were compelled to
threaten to shoot tho natives, who wished to get rid of
tneir load by leaving them in the wild mountainous
-ravines of tho interior. Professor Denton would not
take any nourishment or medicine, but preferred even
death, rather than break the principles he had so
staunchly kept for so many years previously. At the
time of his decease, he had obtained a splendid collection
of specimens. His burial took place the day after his
death, and a few stones and a mound of earth now mark
the spot where the body of this truly great author,
philosopher, geologist, and social reformer rests in peace.
It is a curious coincidence that the great Eruptions at
Krakatea, an island in the Straits of Sunda, took place
within a fow hours after his death. He died with the
same courage and manliness that he hail always displayed
in life. Bold yet calm, he saw in his last moments the
beauties of the spiritland outstretched before him, whilo
his angel friends encouraged him to l« of good cheer.
Professor Denton knew that his allotted time had run
out, and calmly resigned himself to his Maker’s will,
without a murmur or a tear. He died as a philosopher
should die, with the resignation of amartyr, and the fortitude
ofasaint. Hesank very rapidly when convulsive symp-
toms had set in, and for want of proper nourishment
and attendance he had but a poor hope from the time he
Itecame helpless. So inconveniently were the persons
situated, that the night previous to his burial they were
compelled to lie on each side of the corpse all night.
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Whilst his sons were collecting birds, skins, <fcc, they
resided together at a native village in a small hut,
surrounding which the scenery was of a most enchanting
description. Far and wide they could see the most
beautiful foliage of a tropical hue and deeply interesting
character, whilst deep ravines, nigged mountains, and
beautiful valleys tended to diversify nature's wealth with
the vegetable world. The natives are all armed with
spears, I»ws and arrows, and other weapons, as they
live in a constant fear of Iwing attacked by a hostile
tribe. Such attacks are oftentimes most serious, result-

iestruction of a whole village and its

are yet many villages of natives in
New Guinea, and the population is much greater than is
at present anticipated.

One day Sherman went out shooting, and left
Shelley to himself. Whilst almorlied in his occupation
of skinning lards, Shelley happened to look out, and
noticed that that there was not a soul left in the place.
Men, women, children, pigs, goats, dogs, had vanished
so quietly that he had not perceived any sign of their
departure, but presently a savage in war costume came
rushing in a state of frantic oxcitoment towards him,
hooting, clapping, and jumping about like a madman in
a feverish state of perspiration. Thinking the man
wished to warn him of danger, he did not make for his
gun to protect himself, so on the man came, and rudied
at him. He pushed him off several times, and at last
seized his gun  He then suoooeded in getting to the
other side of the hut, when to his horror lie saw nliout
twenty arimd natives aliout. 100 yards distant, with
spears in hand ready to put him to &th. He lied as
hard as he could up a strep hill, and the native chased
him for aliout half a mile. He knew he had I»ut little
chance, but fortunately he managed to get into a small
cave, where he had a good view of all that was going
on, without lioing seen by the natives. For over two
hours ho remained as still as a mouse, and they finally
gave up the pursuit. Bye and bye, he heard eight guns
fired in rapid succession, for a signal which had l«en
previously agreed upon, when uithor brother should be
in danger, an<l hr rushed to what he then considered
the rescue of his brother from n native attack, but the
firing of the guns had frightened the natives, and the
two brothers met ngain after n most fearful suspense of
several hours. They returned tn the village, which was
quite empty, but several huts had been Ininit to the
ground, and several of the natives were lying aliout
dead. After the excitement and fright, they found the
natives were quietly returning tn the village again.
Some of tho women were carrying in theirarms wounded
children, who had been speared in the affray. They
afterwards discovered that an attack had been made on
the village by a foreign tribo, and the object of the
natives in attacking Shelley was liecause they had been
told -that tho loothers Denton intended to defend the
village against them. Some of the natives, to prevent
lining murdered in these kind of attacks, build their
houses in trees, n considerable height above tho ground,
going up a kind of ladder, which they candidly draw
up when they arrive at tho top, and when they are
attacked the men and women hurl stones upon their foes
with great precision and deadly aim. The natives live
in a constant state of fear, and in some cases tho greatest
cruelties are perpetrated by ono tribe against another
when at war in this way.

The two brothers left as soon as possible after their
father's death, and went to Cooktown in the mission
schooner Ellangowan, together with Captain William
Armit, F.L.8., and Mr. Irving, both laid up with fever.
The following is an extract which appoarecl in the
Sydney Evening Newt of October 10th:—*“Professor
William Denton is dead. It appears that ho joined an
exploring expedition to New Guinea, and succumbed
to fever, probably epidemic to the place where he lost
his life, Professor Denton was an advanced thinker on
all the high themes which now occupy the thoughts of
the great minds of our age; and his numerous works,
most of which are in the library of tho School of Arts
in this city, will for ages to como lie perused with
pleasure and profit by all who pursue truth for its own
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sake regardless of the issues to which their enquiries mar
lead, lie was an accomplished geologist, and also a well
read man inallthe observational sciences, whilst hisgeneral
literary acquirements were of a highly respectable char-
acter. ’As a debater he was sharp and ready-witted, and
his mind was so stored with knowledge on whatever
subject might be under discussion that he always had
facts and their inevitable inferences at command, so that
he could support his own views, or crush those of an
opponent, with a degree of force and a wealth of illus-
tration that seldom failed to convince all unprejudiced
listeners  As a writer he was very eloquent, but
rather florid in style, subtle in argument, and disposed
to give every objection to his views its just weight.
His ““Soul of Things,” a treatise on psychoinetry in
three volumes, is a philosophical romance which has all
the interest of a fairy tale, and although there may 1«
much in it which cannot be substantiated by facta and
reasoning, yet there is a great deal &f truth in it, and
the fundamental principles of the science of which it
treats are buttressed and illustrated by the phenomena
of other sciences. Professor Denton travelled over a
large part of the world, examining rocks, and studying
the geology and natural history of the countries he
visited. He was an able and eloquent lecturer, and in
every respect a worthy man, and it may be a long
time before we shall look upon his like again. The
world can but ill afford to lose men of his mental calibre
and acquired knowledge.™

Professor Denton wrote a diary of the New Guinea
expedition, kept up until within a few days of his death,
and his sons managed to secure it. They intend to
consult with their mother, who is at Wellesley, Mass.,
as to whether the diary shall be published in America
for the lienefit of the family, or whether they will send
the Mine to Melbourne to be brought out in the Harbinger
of Light.

The writer went on I|>ard the steamship City of
New York, and bid adieu to the two sons of Professor
Denton, and they appeared perfectly at home on board,
but sadly disappointed at the sudden change which had
been brought about in their plans by the circumstance
of their father's death. For private reasons, they
intend going overland through America, by a circuitous
route via Panama, New Orleans, «fee. dtc. They tran-
shipped a large quantity of New Guinea specimens,
which will go on to Boston from Melbourne.

Had Professor Denton lived to complete his scientific
investigations and varied collections, the world would
have reaped a good harvest by his labors, os he intended
to publish all matters of public importance in tho
interest of science or the world in gennral, therefore his
death is a sad loss, which cannot readily be overcome,
neither can the marvellous tact or intellectual genius of
his master-mind lie replaced, for a combination of
talents such as he possessed is not of everyday
occurrence. As a flower of the field in the midst of
wild herbage, Anfvssor Denton has passed away to tho
spirit-land. Gone for the present, but to livo again in
better realms. J. H.

Sydney, Nov. 8th, 1883.

THE HUMAN MIND.

It is impossible to describe to you how grand and
seductive tho study of the human mind becomes when
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viewed from the higher plane of observation which spirit-
life affords. No vague theorising ; no hypothesis framing
as to groups of externa) imprearions producing psycho-
logical manifestations. ~ All the observational and
experimental data necessary for arriving at true con-
clusions obtainable without the observational and ex-
perimental difficulties which impede man’s knowledge of
the independence and mutual processes of the two seta of
forces combined in the human being. There is no
limit to our range of observation, which extends to all
the races of the earth, and we can trace accurately the
inter-blending of the various constitutions of mind which
produce the phenomena of racial characteristics, and we
can see the true relations between all the races of the
earth, for the isolation of races is apparent, but not
real. | will explain what | mean by saying apparent
but not real. The apparent is what is seen, the real is
what we know ; and the most glorious knowledge which
the study of the mentality of races gives us is that how-
ever low in the scale of humanity the race may be, that
is, even in (he lowest race, from the lowest to the
highest, we find manifested under different forms the
three great primal instincts of humanity, the moral, the
religious, and the immortal—that is, a belief in a future
lift.  These two seta of forces, the spiritual and the
physical, have been well termed the *“ soul mind " and
the ““animal-mind,” and between them there exists an
exquisite sympathy, and mutual relations of development,
and we reason correctly that a real psychology, a true
science of mind, must I>e liased upon a full understanding
not only of the laws of mind, but the laws of organism.
In studying human mental phenomena we can trace very
dearly the great law of causation, and one of the greatest
truths that has illumed the human mind has been
deduced from the law of causation, that effects vary
only when the causes vary This grand result of
physiological research will throw much light upon the
otacurity which surrounds the higher mental manifesta-
tions. Now in tracing this law of cause and effect
throughout the world of human life, with a view to
ascertaining the laws which regulate human progress,
the conclusion justly arrived at with regard to man’s
moral development is that a true knowledge of moral
phenomena and the laws which govern the phenomena
can only be reached through physical laws, for though
nature works through moral laws her operationscan only
lie known through physical laws ; and in ascertaining from
universal history the laws which govern human progress
we are compelled from the knowledge that is brought to
us from the study of these laws to consider the immense
pressure brought to liesr upon man’'s moral development«
from many and various circumstances. It seems mar-
vellous that, under such conflicting circumstances, these
great laws of nature have been able to hold their way
with such wonderful regularity, such unerring precision.
I trust that no one will accuse me of giving an
exaggerated importance to the value of physical
researches, if |1 say that whilst mind was studied by the
metaphysical method alone, so long were the higher laws
of mind but superficially understood, the minor laws
which cause such constant aberrations unknown, and the
influence of physical laws wholly ignored Meta-
physicians feared to endanger man’'s recognition of the
spiritual element in human nature, to weaken the
authority of conscience, or to lessen man's belief in the
superiority of his psychical nature by admitting that a
disordered liver cast u gloom over the mind, that bad
digestive organs caused mental irritation, and that a
diseased nervous system produced morbid mental pheno-
mena. It is only by an inductive mental science that
the exquisite sympathy which exists between every
organ of the body and the mind can be ascertained.
Those who would ascertain the laws which govern human
mental development must trace the development along
the paths of nature’s evolution, for the development of
the soul is part of the order of nature, and can take
place only in accordance with the laws of nature. It is
the gnat aim and end of the scheme of being ; therefore
man nerd not fear to interrogate nature, to ascertain the
operation of the laws of nature in developing human
mentality, but must be careful to do so with a proper
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apprehension of the important part which the laws cd
external phenomena play in developing the soul A true
method rightly applied will but strengthen man's belief
in the existence of the spiritual entity in the human
being. Now, though I admit the great value of physical
researches, and that the knowledge derived from each
researches could not be too highly estimated by the
psychologist, and would be invaluable to the physician,
yet no physiological research»« will ever reveal the
operations of the mind, though causes seemingly wide
apart will produce like effects. A witty story or a
ludicrous thought will produce laughter; certain
external stimuli applied to the motor nerves of different
parts of the body will produce a like effect. A tragic
story or a pitiful thought will cause tears; the smart
from a blow or a wound will produce a like effort There
we see what appear to be totally opposite causea producing
like physical manifestations But the causes are not so
wide apart as they appear to he The «ante of the
former are stimuli applied to the mind, of the latter
stimuli applied to the body, internal and external stimuli
producing like esfleets. Though the effects are the same,
Tet the causes are dissimilar. No scrutiny, however
ern, of nerve cells and nerve fibres, will ever reveal the
origin of mental phenomena. No knowledge, however
great, of molecular changes, and waves of liberated
energy called feelings, will ever explain the phenomena
of consciousness. It is an incontrovertible fact, logically
deduced, that conscious states evolved only from feelings
would produce an incoherent non-consreutix»- assemblage
of processes, when all other phenomena in nature show
order, harmony, and sequence. Surely no logical mind
will pervist in maintaining, in spite of the overwhelming
evidence which man’s creation of the sciences furnishes,
that man is guided in the tortuous jaths of knowledge
only by sensuous processes. By what process can
sentience passing into science enaUe man tn subdue the
forces of nature and compel them to oliry his |""bests |
It mind is a resultant of complex physical arrangements
played upon by external forces, (hen external forre is
always necessary to produce mental activity. Now,
everyone who knows anything of the operations of his
own mind will see that this is an obvious error. What
of the phenomena of dreamsl What of all the higher
mental processes. And what, | would ask, oh
materialist' is that coordinate which presides over and
arranges each fresh increment of knowledge! What, oh
materialist! is that which receives or rejects, confirms
or denies, the evidence of the senses! What is that
which binds the imperfect, disjointed agglommeration of
states and feelings into coherent ideas! What is that
which draws on its stWres of antecedent experiences, so
that by comparison/it may explain present problems!
What of cognitiow! What of mwn! What of
imagination! Are these the result of externa) forces!
No mccharitad theory tan ever answer th«-w question”™
What is that which arranges and colours external
phenomena! ay, so much so, that the appearances which
objects present are more derived from the mind than
contributed by the objects themselves. It is commonly
asserted that the brain is the organ of mind. Now that
is an assertion which Spiritualists should hr very cautious
in making. Not that | dissent from tin assertion, or
deny the fact. | admitted it in the previous portion of
these remarks, and | in no wise intend to contradict it
now. Itis a remark which Spiritualists should make
with reservation, because by doing m> unconditionally
they place themselves at the mercy of their materialistic
opponents.  The laws of analogy reason thus:—The
eye is the organ of sight! Yes. And when the eye is
destroyed—yes—the sight is destroyed. The olfactory
nerves are the organs of smell! Yea And when the
olfactory nenes are destroyed—yes—the power of
smell is gone. The ear, the auditory apfstratus is the
organ of sound | Yes. And when it is destroyed there
is no longer sound. The brain is the organ of mind!
Yea And when the brain is destroyed, there is no
longer any mind. Now, that is j«erfectlv logical
reasoning. The physiology of the present «lay, or
rather 1 should perhaps say tlx materialistic scirucw of
the present day, has by the aid of anatomy and galvauio



2602

application succeeded in banishing mind from all parts
of the body, except a very narrow tract in the upper
portion of the cerebral organisation called the Pintal
flam!. Now I strongly protest against thia localisation
of mind, because it fimit the scope of mind, and then
is no limit to the power of mind over the whole
bodily organisation.  Much needless confusion is thrown
over the study of mental phenomena by this localisation,
for the mind utilises all the organs of the body to
accomplish its intentions, directing to definite ends all
the powers of the body. There is not an organ in the
Ixxiy but may be called the organ of mind, for behind
all the motor nerve of the body stands the moving
power—mind. Mind uims one or more of the sense
organs to correct or confinn the evidence of another.
Now we will look upon mind as the commander-in-chief
of a number of forces. We will call the different
forces the general under command. The whole organ
isation finding itself close—let us take an apartment
upon earth—the whole organisation finding itself close,
wo will say, to a very U-autiful flower, (jeneral Hight
inform» the commander-in-chicf that there are Iwfore
them external groupings of solidity, extension, and
colour. A mental presentation or copy immediately
takes place—mind says, ““a fibwer. It may not use ita
physical means of manifesting the thought, but mind
says ““a flower." 'Ey»! informs mind that it is still some
way off. Mind comes to the conclusion that a neater
view will furnish mor« particulars. Mimi communicates
with the locomotive powers of the organisation—that is,
legs—which with incalculable rapidity find themselves
in motion towards th» object The two powers used by
mind to accomplish it intentions &n tlm eyes and th»!
legs. On a closer inspection mind deliberates thus
That is a wonderfully taautiful flower, such evidence
having liccii transmitted, but is it natural or artificial |
My stont of antecedent experiences furnishes me with
the knowledge that if itis natural it is mostextraordinary,
inasmuch & this is not the season for these floral
specimens. Mind will ascertain. Howl By the smell,
the odour, the fragrance which the flower gives out, A
message is immediately transmitted to the olfactory
nerves, the muscular apparatus or organ of the liody
situated in th» neck, the cranium obeys it command, th«
muscular apliaratus is adjusted to extremest nicety,
and the organ of smell is brought in contact with the
flower Mind says—AIlll General Smell has informed
nm that th»  finm appropriate is then Mimi
cogitates thus: This is really marvellous ; the form, tin
color, and the fitagrant belonging to that flower woul«l
lead ini’ tn the lanief that the flower is natural, but my
liotanieiil knowledge informs me that it should not Im'
then Now, | must have further evidence licfore | can
contradict tlu evidence which antecedent experience
and knowhdge $dppli» The organ of touch, tho
fingers, th« muscles of the fingers, are ndjuMcd with
extremest nicety m> as not to ijur» the delicate texture
of the flower. Ah’ such is the triumph of art that th«
form, colour, and fragrance are tliere, but Ooneral
Touch informs me it is artificial. Now, | appeal to my
hearer. 1» brain the only organ of mindT Can hkain
be called th» organ of niiixl, more than we may say it
is the princijnl organ! Are not all the organs of tin
liody th»! organs of mind 1

There we sou tlint three organs of the liody—two of
them th»« §H>cinliM  sen««, furnish evidence which only
the organ of touch could verify or destroy.

You & before you, or rather the liodily organisation
Ho» white grains of crystal Sulntanc» Looking at
them, we any that the rye has thform«  the mind of the
existence of these whit« crystal grains which have come
within the range of vision. Mind says, or thinks—
augar. Eye looks on—not sure. Mind thinks salt.
The locomotive jtowers are again put in motion. A
nearer inspection still leaves the matter in doubt, sugar
and salt under certain tondition looking very much
alike. We ace again the muscular apparatus of the
finger adjusted. A few grains, few or many, but a few
grain to determine the touch furnish no evidence. The
mouth is opened, the tongue feet the fingers, and by
the gentlest possible touch the gustatory apparatus
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informs the commander-in-chief that it is salt

We have the optical organ of mind, the olfactory
organ of mind, the auditory organ of mind, the gustatory
organ of mind, the tactile organ of mind, and the
locomotive organ of mind, and the muscular apparatus
or organ of mind. Therefore | trust that my hearer
will pause before making the assertion that the brain is
the organ of mind. Indeed, in tactile fmpression how
nicely different parts of the liody are used to dis-
criminate differences of temperature. Th«  finger
rendered ¥  susceptible by vanring applications, have
not that delicacy of touch, that delicate susceptibility of
receiving impressions as to different degrees of
temperature.  Something is required for certain
purposes, the warmth must not exceed a certain degree,
tlie finger furnish insufficient evidence, and it is placed
against the cheek or it may be other parts of the body
to determine the precise temperature.

The mind can develop al) the 6rgan of the body by

PAIM  exercise and judicious training, or it can cause
racy by disuse of the organs, or again by improper
tis» that is, by excessive demands upon ita functional

activity. The bodily organs in turn develop the mind,
by supplying the knowledge l«y which ita intellectual
faculties are developed, and thus the mind gains great«
power, and so exquisite is the sym|>atliy between the
mind and all the organs of the body that the mind can
affect of itself all the organs of th» liody, nnd is in turn
affected by them. The study of pathological phenomena
will fully verify this fact. Therefore, wo justly consider
that whilst the mind is in tho liody their union is ton
close, their alliance too intimate, for mind to 1«
considered an independent reality. Even in the
phenomena produced by mediumship, mind and body
cannot Im* considered wholly apart.

In support of my assertion in the earlier portion of
three remarks, that it is in vain to seek for the know-
ledge of mental processes in the bodily $rgan | puq«o
at our next sitting to consider the relation between
human intelligence and form and weight of brain. We
will look at it first from a phrenological point of view ;
we will compare with zoological evidence later ; we will
look at it in the general or morphological point of
view, and | hop«! I shall be enabled to show to your full
satisfaction that intelligence can neither be weighed nor
measured.

LECTURES ON A NEW THEORY OF DISEASE.

On the evening of Wednesday, 14th November, Mi«
Samuel delivered a brief, but clear and well-arrang»
leelure on the new theory of disease which has lieen laid
before the world lately by Mias Chandos I7righ Hunt
(now Mrs. Wallace), of Lonilon. This subject is of such
vast im[»ortance, that even if Miss Samuel did nothing
else l«ut call tlie attention of tho people of AustraLi'ii
to it, Imr ndlsion to these countries would have been
fulfilled. r

She divided disease into two classes—acute and chronic.
Tlu former may be #l)ustrat«  l«y toothache, gout, bilious
nesa, etc.; the latter class of diseases are of a more |» r-
manent and settled character, being occasioned by the
affection of some vital organ, such as of the lungs in
consumption, or caucer, or tu noun. Most of these
latter diseases are pronounc» incurable by tim faculty,
nnd certainly from their mode of treatment tim unfor-
tunate’ patient derive very littl> benefit. Miss Samuel
doe not Isdieve in the efficacy of professional medicines,
and she claims to hold th« same opinions in this rfeap« t
as some of the most eminent physician who hold legal
diploma For instance, she quoted from I)r. Majendie,
that ""Medicine is a great humbugfrom Sir Astlcy
Cooprr, that " The science of medicine ¥ founded on
conjecture, and improved by murder;” from Sir John
Foth that ""In a larg» majority of tase disease are
cured by nature, in spite of the doctor«,” and & on.

Human Wood, said ™is Samuel, is composed of
minute particles, termed the corpuscle« of the blood : of
these there are two aorta, the rod or blood gogiuacle
and th« white or colourless torpuscle Those who arc
in good health have a predominance of rod ¢orpuscle in
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their blood ; while those who are in bad health, as in the
lart stage of consumption, have a predominance of colour-
less corpuscles in their blood.

She quoted from Professor Huxley to show that physi
ologista consider ““that in some way or olker these red
coepusde« are derived from the colourless cogmsclrs . "
but the steps of the process Aove not &een mad> out with
perfect certainty. And again, “ the origin of the colour-
tees corpuscles in themselves is not certainly dHrrmiwd;
but it & highly yrobabU that they are constituent cells of
particular parts of the solid sulatance of the body,” etc.,
thus showing what indefinite knowledge is in the posses-
sion of scientists as to these corpuscles.

Miss 0. Leigh Hunt announces that her instructor has
discovered that Brewers yeast, so much used to cause
fermentation in bread, and pus matter from an ulcer,
vaccine lymph, and cancer matter, are all identical with
each other, and all produce white corpuscles when treated
in separate vessels and allowed to stand till fermentation
proceeds. And what is still more startling, that tach
white corpuscle is a living animalcule, which lives inde-
pendently, and which is seen under observation to pro-
duce its like; and that human l«eings are by their use of
improper food continually developing and multiplying
the parasites in their own hodiea, and thus yielding
themselves up to be the prey of those parasitical ani-
malcules.

We conclude our notice of this simple and unobtrusive
lecture to point out that nothing more sensational has
ever I>ecn brought before us on this subject, nor can its
importance be overrated. We trust that soon Mira
Samuel will have an opportunity, in a larger Hall, and
More a largeraudience, of repeating these wondrous and
instructive facta. She informs us that this theory of
disease has arrested the attention of the thinking claws
of England, and that from its simplicity and its self-
evident truthfulness, it is rapidly gaining ground.

Further, it may he noted, that our distinguished friend
Mrs. Hardinge Britten is so deeply impressed with the
value of this theory of disease, that, speaking of the
little book on the subject, “Physianthropy,”™ puMuhed by
Mrs. Chandos Leigh Hunt Wallace, a few months ago,
she says emphatically, in the ifarfinm of August last,
‘eThis book instructs us how to live so as to make the
body a fitting temple for the Holy Spirit to dwell in ;
and if I were a millionaire, and dispovd to invest my
wealth in procuring the highest good for my fellow-
ersatures, | should deem my pugsw an‘omphshnl could
1 purchase copies of this work and place them in the
hands of every thoughtful individual of my #&neration.

T L.

SYDNEY LETTER.

The only children of Potiki were twins; the elder, a
girl, was named Piri-ere-ue, or Inseparable, the younger

was a boy. These children were naturally very fond of
each other. Whatever the sister wished the brother
agreed to. Unhappily, as is too often the case in

Polynesian myth, they had a wicked mother who nearly
starved them. So early in the morning they set forth,
and journeyed on until they came to a high mountain.
H«re they sat down and wept, but at last they leaped up
into the sky—* Inseparable” holding on to the extremity
of her brother’'s girdle. The parents missed them, and
made strict search. The path taken by the twins was
traced by their tears. In utter perplexity the now
sorrowful parents looked up at the sky—where the sun
had not yet risen—and to their great surprise .saw their
beloved children shining brightly there. Vainly they
called upon them to return, so they leaped into the sky

after them, and this chase is still going on. The parents
have never succeeded in overtaking their children.
Brother and sister, still linked together, pursue their

never-ceasing flight, resolved never again to meet their
enraged parents. The Rev. Charles Strong, of your city,
and the Rev. Mr. Oshorne, of this, &n the children
driven forth from their home« by the unkindness of
their mother church, and they shine forth in the theo-
logical world as two bright particularstars. By and bye
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their persecutors, repentant and of contrite hearts, will
call upon them to return, but too late The light of
their presence will have gone forth “to shine tn other
homes and hearts” For he it known the thunders of
the Wesleyan Vatican have been hurled st the Rev.
Mr Osborne, and he isexcomnramcatfd from iL jur~
The ministers of Christ, who teach the rriigion of’ love
and charity, have by their malice driven him forth to
prrish by the roadside for all they care.
H Aim for the rarity of Christian charily, under the msa.”

Mias Wood's séances have attracted much attention
during the month. | presume, the '‘tonus' are be-
coming somewhat acclimatised. The manifestations
have increased in interest and power with rwch sitting.
Pocha now leaves the cabinet, and although not so
distjnet or material as those manifesting through Mr.
Spriggs, is sufficiently so to assure all bon««t investigators
of the gviiuin neas of the fhrnomeria. No douU a« the
season grows older and conditions U<come more fa«our-
able, even greater results will ensue. Mr. Moncure
Conway is with us, lecturing nightly front the platform
of the PmuU-stant Hall, upon his highly intcnwUng
subjects; yet like so many great minds falling short of
the cardinal principle, and conjecturing a>vut a life
beyond the grave, when it lays within his i<ower to make
it a demonstrated fact and a tangible reality.

On the 37th of this month (Novemls-r) the third
anniversary of the exit of the spirit of Mr John
Tycnnan from this mundane sphere. The long talked of
monument is to be erected over the spot at Waveriey
Cemetery where lies ““all that is left of him" corporeally.
It is in the fonn of an obelisk of nd granite, plain but
chaste, and ahen polished and suitably inscriMI will, 1
am »urc, please not alone his friends «ho ha  sulwcribed
to it, his wife, and his children, but himsrif. Vita
brerG, an lon/a, and in after year when other
people standing beneath its shadow shall read his
epitaph, they will know that through all life’s struggle,
its sorrows, and its gross« this brave, fearless spirit
stood not alone, l«ut had some frieiuls constant am! true,
who fought with him the lattle. of nnfettrrvd thought,
and liellad along the world towards the fuller n-altsa-
tion of our llarmonia) Philosophy.

Tlie Lyceum is still progn-ssing, and gathering up its
strength for the Christmas festivities. The carnival will
open with the annual picnic during the Christ liirth
Week, to lie follow'd by a sale of gift (or in other
words a bazaar) eearly in the New Year, in aid of the
building fund. The oracle has &%  consulted, and the
mysteries of millinery an- jwrformtd weekly. It is to be
hn[Md our country friends will send along donations to
this truly orthodox method of collecting the ““guineas,”
so that it may n-xul» in a gn at $tirer

The Spiritualism Association, like the proverbial
schoolmaster, is abroad. and is sowing goml Mid. Thu
séances still/¢fl forth the enthusiasm of novelty and
fn<iAr-atfid all goos “ merry as a marriage MI.’

Mrs. Bright fia for the past month Is-eii preluding
her fiand" lectures with sliort #«ldn- while Mr.
Bright is still storming the enemy's camp, who rver and
anon send forth a David to slay this Goliah, who, like
Miru, comes together again, as often & hr is cut and
quartrd. TAr Rainbov, third issue, is well up lo the
standard. This interesting little paper is Isvoming very
mpular, and bids fair to fian the heavens «( our
Lyceum workl for many days to come.

On Bunday evening, the 11th, Mr Atwater delivend
a very interesting address upon the “Tin- Rights of
Children,” and on the two Sunday following Mtwara.
Haviland ami Bamford occupied tin- same platform at
tin- City Hall.

November Ilth was a great day in all our Protestant
thurch«- Our minister told us of the great Benedictine
monk lorn just four conturira ago, and how we wwed
our rinancifiation from the tyranny of Su Peters at Rome
to him, forgetting that Luther livid and died a good
Catholic, and raised his voice only against the Papal
corruptions, and not the religion of his childhood. It is
folly to concentrate the revolution of European Hemght
of the 16th century—that must have come without any
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Luther—in one person, and endow him with qualities
and tharacteristic he did not posse»  All honour to
the brave and fearless man, whoever he be, who raises
his might against religious serfdom; but meagre praise
to the superstitious monk, who had personal interviews
with the devil, who saw demons in all nature, and
recognised the handiwork of Satan in all that wo have
como to acknowledge as the good, the beautiful, and the
true. DETA

DENTON MEMORIAL SUNDAY.

In accordance with a previous announcement by the
conductor, a “memorial” service was held in the Horti-
cultural Hall, I»y the Melbourne Progressive Lyceum, on
Bunday, Nov. |Util. The platform and table were covered
with a profusion of flowers; wreaths, and garlands
were hung about the walls ; "the name of Dknton in green
ivy leaves won deftly worked in front of the Lyceum
Ixnnrr, and th« English and American ensigns were hung
at each side. The Hull was crowded with inemltcrs and
friends, and the Lyceum being called to order by die
conductor shortly after eleven a.in., the Imautiful song
from the Lyceum Guide, ““We shall meet our friends in
the morning,” was sang by the Lyceum, led by the choir
of the Victorian Associntim of Spiritualists. This was
followed by an appropriate selection of readings and
responses.

Mr. Hoogklimmer (the conductor), then briefly re-
viewed Mr. Denton's life, commenting tjp its influence
for good. He n-ad over a listof Mr. Denton’'s published
works, and gave some short illustrations from * Radical
Rhymes” to show that though our departed friend did
not profess to In* a poet, Im hud the genius of one.

Mr. Lang followed explaining in tho first instance why
flowers and evergreens worn sulistituted for crnjm and
plumes. It was liecauso, to the orthodox, death was
gloomy, uncertain nnd ominous; that the black and
gloomy trappings were a fitting syniliol, whilst with us,
who knew it to *m only transition to a higher life, ths
flowers and evcrgn-viic ten inorc appropriate. He
added his trilmte to the memory of the ascended re-
former, who was an example of courage and endurance.

Miss Brotherton then read the following licautiful
poem, of her own composition ; it was tim s|>ontaneous
outcome of her reflections on the life and death of our
late esteemed friend and instructor, and not al tim time
intended for public presentation

“ A name is ofi the lip <4 all.
Uc «fr-ak il mil with lore and fiM,
And & the tnakr a>-rcul» fail
We alnxM ;rrve< the man again.

So briefn tl1» , to stretch  far

A [ micc In.-tweiii H1 life and tliia.
We might n« »nn-ly touch a star

As bring ths fnce back wc no mi.

That fare! The brow 8 high and strong,
I he [picred ig cyo» that burned liciientli —

Oik- m«l Ihii name sonic deed of wrong
Tote the «wind liaah from tin- «heath.

‘Wc hear the onaiiit ami kindly tones,
Wc h* the Imst, |[Mtictit hand.

As rradr for our »itiallol one»
A fortin. rirhrnt ill the land.

W followid where he led : with him
We tailed the oceans of the irtud ;

We strove to pierce the chain dun,
Or Pdratu that, silence vast.

He filled the far-off lands and seas
With hinjx-» & strange as weirdest drenin ;
He led W "nroth the giant trees
Through wh>acdense boughs no ray cnubl gleam.

We r<«m'd with him those sunny lamia
Wheir tin #Uoia warm on high :
We travel»« | Egypt  I>urtiiug sand
We watched the Altec victim die.

The Arctic shore sank fur behind

He allowed us where the Atolls rise ;
He left hi boyhood's home to find

A welcome warm 'm-ath Western «kies.

Our feet were white with Syrian dust ;
We saw the geliflc Teacher stand.

Ami stooptng—in hi« mercy just—
Write with his finger in the sand.
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Ah | kind magician ! subtlest art
Conld never lend such wnodrona skill;
Hi simple words reached every hcari ;
We bowed before that honest will.
We hear the ringing voice that thrilled

Our %oul through all those hany hours.
Ah, Gori! we cannot think it stilled

Beneath the shade of Tropic Howers.
He llves in all our hearts—we fool

His steadfast faith in God and good ;
HU trust licyond the future's acai ;

Ilis reverence for Womanhood.

His brave life seemed one active prayer ;
For him no selfish tear mu»t start.

But ah ! our sorrow springs for her—
The woman with the aching heart.

Mr. Terry Mid that the man who accumulated vast
stores of knowledge was not necessarily great; he might,
like those who accumulate great wealth, lie a miser,
working for his own aggrandisement. The truly great
man was he who accumulated knowledge for humanity,
dispensing it freely to th world. Buch a tnan was
William Denton. It was a pity that the materials for a
biography were so meagre ; the only biography extant was
written many years since by Mr. Powell, and there was
a large hiatus lietween that and the |>eriod when wo
became intimately acquainted with Mr. Denton in Aus
tralia. Though he had been his (Mr. Terry's) guest for
several months, he had only incidentally spoken of his
travels and discoveries, geological nnd otherwise. He
seemed to have too much thought for his various scien-
tific pursuits and the diffusion of more accurate know-
ledge, to consider his personality ; but on one occasion
when his attention was called to the matter, said lie
should have some time to write an autobiography bcciimu;
it was demanded. The speaker's intimate intercourse
with Mr. Denton had shown him to lie an unselfish mail,
whose central object was the enlightenment and elevation
of mankind. Though his name was widely known, there
was no doubt his uncompromising advocacy of Spiritu-
alism told prejudicially against him in many quarters ;
for all tliat he never shirked the responsibility of it, and
from fuller particulars of his death, which had reach'd
only the previous day, it appeared that his faith, or
rather, knowledge of the future life had smoothed the
passage to it. He had been aware of his approaching
dissolution ; hint visions of the summer land, and heard
angel voices bidding him lie of good cheer.

AL the conclusion of the service a number of volun-
teers carried the flowers to the Hospital to gladden anil
refresh the suffering inmates.

BRAIN WAVES.

TO TIIK EDITOR QF THE UARDINOKR OF LIGHT.

Sin,—Noticing tho letters on tho al>ove subject which
liave recently appeared in your columns | am desirous
of contributing my quota of evidence to the facts
vouchee! for I>y your correspondents.

1 have experimented upon my magnetic power to
&hu| people walking down the street some distance
ahead of me to turn their heads round, and 1 have liven
successful in every instance. And on more than one
occasion when friends of mine have boon walking the
other side of tho road to that upon which I have been,
| have constrained them to look round and recognise me,
although previous to the time when the thought compel-
ling them to do so had passed through my mind tiny
have been hurrying to their places of business at full
speed.

Trusting you will deem these curious facts worthy of
publication in your excellent paper, which | see regularly,

I am, etc.,

ABSOLUTE FACT.

Tiie Bishops in the House of Lords “ bow low" a»
the Prince of Wales goes past. A pretty spectacle this.
The fathers of the church, the pillars of morality,
making subservient olieisance to n man whose life-long
example has pointed the opposite of upwards.
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THE ““SEYBERT” BEQUEST.
Wk alluded a short time since to the commission
appoint«! by the University of Pennsylvania to inves-
tigate Spiritualism in connection with the above bequest,
pointing out the evident unfitness of one of its members
(Professor Romig) for the duty. We are pleased to
find from some correspondence which appears in the
Religio-Philosophical Journal of August 25th that the
Provost of the University (whom we presume is also
chairman of the commission) is a very different stamp of
man, and promises fair play. Mr. Sandford B. Perry,
the initiator of the correspondence, advises that some
responsible Ixxiy of Spiritualists should cooperate with
the commission, assisting them with their knowledge of
the subject, and furnishing them with reliable mediums
to experiment with. This is a very essential matter,
which we trust the American Spiritualists will see to.

Dr. William Pepper, Provost of the University of
Pennsylvania:

Dear Sir: It lias been my pleasure, during the last
eight years, to investigate the claims of modem Sp
ualism to intellectual and scientific recognition. As the
result of this investigation, made in the various ways
accessible to ine, 1 am satisfied beyond a doubt of the
truth of the fundamental principles of that philosophy of
life. 1 am satisfied that there is no such thing as what
is commonly called death ; that the life commenced here
is continuous ; that my friends, once living on the earth
plane, having pass«l through the change called death, to
the life in~the Spirit-world, can and do, through certain
instruments called mediums, communicate with me, by
using, and for the time being controlling, as if it were
their own, the organism of that instrument; also that they
can and do communicate with me in various other ways,
as by impressions ujion my mind, by independent slate-
writing, and by dictating letters and mechanically controll-
ing the hand of one of these mediums to write them.

While this subject has been thoroughly and exhaustively
investigated by some of the most highly cultivated men,
and the most accomplished scientists and philosophers in
this country and in Europe, still it is a source of con-
gratulation that one of its firm and intelligent believers
lias endowed a chair in your University for the purpose
of further, and if possible, still more thorough investiga-
tion of the subject.

Mr. Henry Seybert must have had full confidence in
the honesty, candor, liberality and good faith of the
gentlemen controlling that institution, that they would
not accept his liequest without resolving to cause his wish
to bo carried out fairly, and without the paralyzing in-
fluence of either prejudice of bigotry. Itcertainly would
be unjust, not only to Mr. Sey.bcrt, but the progress of
truth and science, to appoint a commission churged with
the duty of making this investigation, composed of men
determined to find either for or against the claims of this
philosophy to public recognition. It is a momentous
subject, fraught with vast and most important issues.
Such a commission could not, in any proper or satisfactory
sense, investigate the subjectatall. They probably would”
make a report tliat would embody only their ignorance
and prejudices. No man, however learned, can be a true
and successful investigator of any subject, unless ho is
willing and determined to enter upon the investigation
without bigotry or prejudice ; to pursue it with a sincere
and honest desire and purpose to ascertain, not whether
his previous beliefs or impressions are correct, but what
is the very truth of the matter; to treatall evidence fairly
and impartially, and give it due weight, and not reject it
because it does not come to him through the beaten paths
of his former studies; to follow where the evidence and
the truth lead him, even if he is thereby compelled to
abandon all his former beliefs and opinions. Nothing
but truth should be held sacred to an investigator. A
true investigator should have honest intellectual methods ;
should have a judicious and well balanced mind ; should
be a fearless man; should have the moral courage to
stand sturdily by his convictions, against all opposition ;
should be indifferent to all criticism, and should be
prepared and be willing to defend his convictions against
all attacks, from whatever source coming.

Unless men of this stamp compose the

to
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make the investigation, the results which th-y may
announce will not only add nothing of value to the
progress of thought and science, but will carry with them
no weight creditable to the commission or to the Uni-
versity, and certainly will not be a faithful execution of
the trust created by Mr. 8eybert and accepted by the
University.

I enclose herein a communication from Philadelphia to
the Chicago Tribune., republished in the Reliyio-Milo >»-
phical Journal of Chicago, giving the names composing
the commission appointed to make the investigation, at
the head of which your honored name appears.

Among the names given as members of this commission
is that of Prof. George A Konig, Assistant Professor of
Chemistry in your University. This gentleman, as is
shown by this communication, seems to have sought or
submitted to an “interview” on the subject of th»- duties
and methods of the commission. In speaking to the
subject, to investigate which the commission is expressly
created, he says: “‘I am prepared to deny the truth of
Spiritualism.” It is true that he adds “as it is now
popularly understoodbut since he dors not state bow
this qualifies his general denial, it cannot be said to
qualify it He is prepared to deny! How and in what
manner prepared | By a careful, honest, impartial and
thorough investigation of its facts and phenomena! or,
by a studious, contemptuous ignoring oj all the facts
phenomena and evidence with which the world not only
now is, but from the earliest historical periods has been,
filled! Is his preparation IsMf-d on intelligence or on
ignorance!  Will ho investigate simply to defend his
present opinion!

Again he says: "It is my belief that all tix so-called
mediums, without exception, &1 humbugs.” This is a
Ixilief, upon the face of it, not Isimsl upon knowledge, I>ut
upon a prejudice wholly antagonistic to a fair investiga-
tion. It is moru than that; it isa gross, malicious un-
justifiable slander of a host of ladies and gentlemen who
certainly are sujx-rior to him in every quality of true
manhood, and is unworthy of any man claiming recognition
in respectable society, if he had said some, even many,
of the so-called mediums are humlmgs, he would hawd<
clarcd a fact that none regret mon? sincerely and sadly
than do the Spiritualists. ~ All honorable vocations liave
counterfeits, and the ranks of mediumshiparo not exempt,
any more than am the learn«! professions.

He says further that “he does not think the commission
view with much favor the examination of so-called
mediums.”™ Is this a declaration on behalf of the com-
mission that they look with disfavor on the only class of
evidence pertinent” to the investigation! Would you &k
evidence of the facts and phenomena of a science by a,nd
through the only sources and channels twhen thejr do not
exist, and ignore those when and when, only, they do
exist! Would that i investigation! Tlii learned gentle-
man semns to anticipate a full explanation of this vast
subject/ by getting a man from the Sierra Nevada
Minintains, whose nerves are said to lie so delicate that

Jie can locate mineral deposits and streams of water!!
Why go so far for such asubject! They are in-every
locality, nearly. | submit that Mr. Seybert did not ask
that a commission be appointed to ascertain how this is
done. | think, sir, that this professor has conclusively
declared his total unfitness to be a member of this com-
mission. In my judgment, his connection with the com-
mission, after such declarations, will be highly detrimental
to the investigation, and will destroy, in advance, the
confidence which the public, and especially the Spiritual-
ists would otherwise gladly give to the commission.
This is unfortunate, and 1 top« for the sake of truth,
and of justice to Mr. Seybert, that this gentleman, will
realize his unfitness and withdraw.

If you feel willing, and will take the trouble, to briefly

ive me your views on the subject of this communication,

1 shall be glad to receive them, and should also bo glad

to have your consent to make such use of them as will

tend to give to the honest seekers after the truth of this

matter, confidence that Mr. S&ybert wishes will be fairly
and impartially regarded in this investigation.

Yours very Respectfully,
Chicago, July 24th, 1883. SANFORD B. PERRY.



2606

UViVBMITT OF PtmTLTAMU, OFFICB OF THB
Bbcbbtabt, Auocbt 12, 1883.
Samfobd B Pbbbt, Esgq—Diab 8ib: | in deairvd by
Dr. Pepper to thank you for your interesting letter, and
to any that it will, in due time, be presented to the com
mission. That body has not yet organized. (the summer
vacation coming so soon after its appointment) and it is
impossible to say what method will be adopted in the
investigation. It is safe to say, that it will not be hastily
done, and that the subject will be broadly and compre-
hensively examined. Whatever may be published, either
by the commission or individual members, will be promptly
mailed to you, aa to one kindly intereated in its work.
Respectfully yours,
1. Y. BURK.

the, relations of mind and body.

Thb following communication was given by impression
to the writer from a spirit purporting to be that of
Bichat, the celebrated French anatomist. It was the
result of an appointment made by the latter at a séance
with the former, to be with him at a certain hour of a
specified day in a particular room ; and at the time and
place indicated, the communication was given with sur-
prising rapidity, and without a pause, correction, or
erasure, the writer being entirely passive to the control
of the impreasor

*A knowledge of the laws by which mind operates
upon matter is essentia) to the comprehension of the
principles which govern the health of the human frame.
If we regard the latter as the habitation of the imma-
terial principle which animates, pervades, directs, and
maintains the healthy action of the vital organs, we
shall arrive at a more accurate knowledge of the mutual
relations of both. Each is the adjunct and complement
of the other ; each ia dependent upon the other—the
instrument upon ita motor, the motor upon its instru-
ment. It is as if a musician should demand for the
interpretation of his thought a well-tuned piano, or a
well-constructed organ. From either of @ hr is
capable of eliciting that concord of sweet sounds which
which will express his innermost ideas ; but without such
a perfect medium of communication those ideas will
remain voiceless. But as it isonly in proportion to tho
greatness of the musician that the quality of the music
elicited will lie noble and spirit-stirring ; so also in pro-
portion to the character, magnitude, and extent of the
mind, will be tho nature and value of the work trans-
acted by the brain, which is to the mind what the musical
instrument is to ita performer.

Hence the importance of cultivating each, and of
maintaining their harmonious relations. Both must be
healthv, in order that they may be beneficially employed.
And they cannot be more beneficially employed than in
enlightening the ignorance of others, in diffusing know-
ledge of a useful kind, in dispelling the clouds of ignor-
ance and prejudice, in contributing to the spiritual,
mental, and material amelioration of mankind. What
nobler service can be rendered to humanity than that gfl
teaching it the laws of ita being, of making it acquaint««!
with the beauty and prveiousness of the earthly habita-
tion of the spiritual inmate, and of instructing it how to
guard against disease, and to secure the enjoyment of
good health 1

Believe it thero is nothing comparable to the luxury of
doing good ; and tho human comes nearest to the Divino
as often as and whenever it is thus engaged. Now, as
of old, the people perish for lack of knowledge. How
should those who laboriously till the soil, and fabricate
the various articles of commerce, find leisure for the
prosecution of studies such as those which are pursued
by people who have both the time and the means for
engaging in scientific investigations1 And if the latter
have earned for themselves, or have inherited, the oppor-
tunity of making themselves acquainted with the infor-
mation which is best calculated to benefit their fellow-
men, do they not(owe it to these to promulgate that
information, and thus to reflect upon the toiling millions
the light which has been derived from higher sources 1
For all such, light is so derived and so received. Man is
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the channel and the recipient
influx.

There is but one Fountain Head, and that Fountain
Head is Goo, who is emphatically called the Father of
Lights. There are many intermediaries, but only One
Source: “ It is He that hath made us, and not we our
selves ;" and He knoweth His own handiwork, and can
tell us of its mysterious structure, aa well as of the laws
by obedience to which we can preserve it in perfect health
and active usefulness. These are temperance, chastity,
industry, regularity, and harmony. The machinery is
exquisite in every detail, and beautifully adjusted; and
each part of it must be kept in vigorous exercise, and
conducted actively. Nothing must be allowed to rest
unused ; neither must any part of the oorporeal fabric
be overstrained by over-work. * Order is heaven's first
law  but so also is harmony. It pervades the universe.
Everything you behold is subject to it It was so from
all eternity, and will be so, for ever and for ever. Dis-
cord is abhorrent to the Divine Mind, which created and
sustains the universe, which ia ita life, and strength,
and beauty ; which is Indeed the visible expression of
ita sublime ideas; ita marvellous love, ita unspeakable
power.

And aa disease ia discord, it ia therefore obnoxious to
the Divine Will, and at variance with ita harmonious
purposes. Consequently it should not be allowed to
exist.  But perhaps you will say, ““Why should it be
suffered to do sol" The answer is because the liability to
disorder and derangement forms part of tho education
of the human race. Without it man's mind and bdy
would stagnate in luxurious ease. Motives would be
wanting to impel him to inquiry, to invention, to mental
activity, and moral and intellectual progress ; he would
lack the spur to advancement Difficultios and trials are
the discipline of his faculties. He learns by surmounting
them. The consequences which follow the infraction of
natural laws stimulate him to their study, and restrain
him—or at any rate they should do so—from disol«eying
them for the time to come. As one of the English poets
has said, that men—

“Ixaru in suffering what they teach in song.”
So it is equally true that they learn, by the pain or dis-
comfort which results from placing themselves in an-
tagonism to the Divine order of the universe, how wise,
and good, and perfect that order is, and how euential to
their happiness and well-being it is that they should com-
prehend and conform to it; while the intellectual effort
Which is called for in order to its comprehension
strengthens alike the mind and ita instrument the brain.

Thus you will perceive that the existence of what you
call “#vil," is auxiliary to the accomplishment of that
which is really good ; the former being evanescent and
the latter permanent Evil is an accompaniment of
growth—a temporary efflorescence ; good is the perfected
object, the fact to be accomplished, the goal to be arrived
at God is the All-good ; towards Him all mentil and
spiritual growth tends and aspires; because He is its
supreme perfection.

You will remember the words of Christ: “ Why callest
thou me good1l There is but One good—God/ It is
even so. Good in any other sense is but as one of the
million million sparkles on the face of the ocean reflect-
ing in infinitesimal fragments the glorious radiance of
the sun. Earthly goodness, angelic goodness, arch-
angelic goodness, each of these is but the pale reflex in
minute particles, so to speak, of tho Infinite Goodness
which formed and informs the boundless universe. And
as each sun and system in this move in balanced har
mony and rhythmical relation, as tho smallest atom of
star dust has its appointed place and function, no less
than the grandest of the luminaries which sweep across
the field of vision at distances so stupendous aa to he
immeasurable; and as these are all harmoniously cor-
related, so should it be also in the human macrocosm and
in the community of mankind. Each individual cell in
the former, and each human unit in the latter, should
fulfil its appointed place and functions in healthy activity,
and in harmonious relations to the rest. Failing this,
disease and discord are set up in the one case, and wan,
tumults, and destruction in the other.

It comm to him by
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THE EVIDENCES OF SPIRITUALISM.

This large work, which was published about a year ago,
and which was brought out by its author, Mr. W. D. O.
Denovan, of Sandhurst, for the purpose of giving infor-
mation to Australians on all the leading phases of the
spiritual phenomena, and of preserving many valuable
facts for the use of the younger Spiritualists, is being
widely circulated throughout the colonies.

An edition of one thousand copies was printed, and
already over 500 copies have been distributee!, principally
among Australians, as was the special desire of the
author. One hundred and seventy-one copies have been
sold—seventy of these in Sandhurst—and about 340
circulated gratuitously. All the principal public libraries
in the capitals of the several colonies, as well as the
principal libraries in Victoria, have received copies. The
Spiritual Lyceums in this colony have also received a
liberal supply. Melbourne Lyceum, 46 copies; Castle
maine, 22 copies; and Richmond, 30 copies. The circu
lation of such a work among the young people attending
these Lyceums, and their parents and friends, must be
productive of great good to the future of the spiritual
cause. Many clergymen have also been presented with
copies, as well as numbers of the poorer Spiritualists who
were unable to purchase for themselves.

The author having done so much at his own expense,
earnestly hopes that the well-U>do and more wealthy
Spiritualists will now come to tho front and do what yet
remains to be done. There are still nearly 500 copies to
le sold and distributed, and he very naturally &xpect
that the burden and expense of this will now be borne
by those who profess to believe in Spiritualism. He looks
to the leading Spiritualists in Sydney, Brisbane, and
Dunedin, of whom there are many, to undertake thia
labour of love, as those of Melbourne have already re-
sponded pretty liberally. With a view of encouraging
them the author, it will be seen from our advertising
columns, has reduced the price from 12s. to 10s. per
copy, and where friends want to purchase the book for
gratuitous distribution in librariesor among their friends,
three copies and upwards can ¥ had at the rate of 7a
per copy. This will be a great loss to the author, but he
has made up his mind to bear it all for the sake of the
cause.

A« Mr. I>enovan ta shown his gamestnex and liber
ality by the large number of copies he has distributed
gratis (340), surely it is not too much to expect of the
wealthy amongst us to relieve him from further sacrifices
in this way, or at all events to share the burden with
him.  We trust this will now lie done, and that the
friends in New South Wales, Queensland, and New
Zealand, will compete for the distribution of the re-
mainder of the edition. Such a book should be exten-
sively circulated in Sydney, Brisbane, and Dunedin. The
friends in these colonies, with a liftle united effort,
could effect it easily ; and their first step should be to
purchase copies for the Lyceums in all these important
centres of population.
facilitate their doing so. Let us hope that tho effortifl
be made both in Melbourne and the adjoining colonies, so
that by thia time next year the whole edition will have
been «old. The book has, to our knowledge, cost its
author some £420, and as it treats on an unfashionable
subject of which the general public know but little, they,
as arule, do not buy. Therefore, all true Spiritualists, in
justice to Mr. Denovan as well as to our young spiritual
movement, should buy for them. The circulation of such
a work in all the public libraries of the several colonies
where it has not already been placed, would do incal-
culable good, as though more non-Bpiritualists do not pur-
chase it, they read it eagerly by the hundred.

We trust the Spiritualists in all parts of Australia
will show that when work of this kind is to be done,
they arc not backward in doing it Mr. Denovan brought
out his book by direction of his spirit-guides, and as he
is not wealthy and has I»een put to great expense, which
he is ill able to bear, it is hoped the friends of Spiritu-
alism will exert themselves in a manner that will reflect
credit on themselves and the cause. From what we
know of the author he will do the work himself, as he

The large reduction in price wilk Tnce in ita way.
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THE INDIAN MESSENGER."

Whb are in receipt of the above new organ of the Sad
hnran Brahmo Samaj, published week)/ in Calcutta. ft
ii a Reform journal, aiming at the moral elevation of
humanity and the establishment of pun- Theism The
following «ubalance of a sermon which appear» in one of
the October Nos. will give an idea of the teaching«of
the Brahmo Samaj

It is in the nature of love that it hates distance. One
loving heart naturally attract« another toward« itsrlf;
and wherever there ia the genuine sentiment of love,
people are found to seek nearness and each other's com
Ey. Men «pend large «unu of money and take long

mneya «imply to meet those whom they love. Simi-

y. wherever there ia love there it a hankering for
communion, for interchange of thought and fedmgs.
Do weever hear of two fwm  who love each other sitting
together for a whole day and yet not even once opening
their lipa!l Whenever there ia genuine affection there
must be mixing of thought with thought and heart with
heart.

If then nearness be a point of aspiration with all
truly loving hearts, how can a aoul that truly love« God
agree to keep Him at a distance! The aoul of a true
lover of Ood always cries: ‘"“BeThou near unto ine, Oh
Lord ; be Thou m-ar unto me.” Distance he cannot liear.
Idolatry ia hateful to him ; for it says, that hia God, hia
Lord and Saviour is not with him, but without hun He
ia before him and not in hia heart of heart Can a true
worshipper of God be satj«tied with such a conception f
For what does he want Does he want a loautifully-
painted object to fix hia eyes upon! Or does be demand
a living spirit always present with him, comforting him*
in his sorrow, bearing him up in his tnal«, strengthening
him in his weakness, and consoling him when hia spirit
is smitten to the dust by repentance and grief. How
can an object not enthroned in my heart, l«ut outside my
mine, discharge those functions! The spirit longs for
communing with the spirit, and idolatry ia a great hindrr-
If argument is needed to prove the
objoctionableneM of idolatry, thia teems to ho tho
strongest argument against it It has no place in the
religion of love. Why should a loving soul internally
enjoying communion with God, cast its eyes on a figure
before it! In comparison with the grandeur of that
inward perception what is that external object! It
simply vanishes away from his sight altogether. It is
the error of idolatry to bind men and' women to dead
objects outside their consciences. It is the glory of
Brahmoutn to bring God nearer unto the soul -to en-
throne Him in the heart, and to unite the loving and
yearning spirit with Him in love, in truth, and in
holmes«.

Oh what a mine of spiritual joy has Brahmoum re-
vealed unto us! Blessed be that day when this glorious
truth was first preached to our ear». From infancy
upwards, we were taught to consider more formal acta of
ritualistic observance as religion. Religion was an
unmeaning symbolism to our minds From this fatal
error the Brahmo Samaj has saved us. It has taught us
the religion of love and spirituality. May we never
forget that leuon.
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THE LYCEUM PICNIC.

Tbb Annual Picnic of the Melbourne and Richmond
Progressive Lyceum« was held aa usual at the Survey
Paddock on November 9th, the former reaching the
ground by railway, the latter marching from thrirhall in
Uhurcli Street.

The weather during the early part of the day was
all that could be wished, and the camp being pitched in
a pleasant spot near the Horticultural Society’s Gardens,
the 8fYU,  races, 4c., went on merrily till noon, wh<
the Melbourne Lyceum fell in for exercise and marching,
at the conclusion of which the groups were seated for
lunch, abundance of gandwich« cake, fruit, and milk
being provided and distributed. The general arrange-
ments had been entrusted to Mrs. 0. Johnston, who,
with the aid of a small toq of volunteer most
effectually fulfilled her rcsponsiUlities, the quality of the
edible« I»cing on a [>ar with their plenitude. A liltera)
and judiciously selected collection of prizes had been
provid'd for girls and boys engag'd in the races, jingling
matches, and other gport. and these were unexpectedly
supplemented by Mr. Hadlow, who brought to the ground
a number of fancy articles, and placed them at the
service of the sport« committee, to the delight of the
juvenile competitor«. All went on merrily till aliout
3 p.m., when a thunderstorm which had Itcen threatening
suddenly I»urst over the paddock, th ruin descending in
torrent»  The ahelU-r aflonled by the tent, trees, and
veh»el«-'t was inad'-quat«-, and nund«cn« were drench'd to
the akin. The rain continuing, arrangements wen, made
for a retreat, and fortunately the two covered express
waggon« provid'd by th« conductor arriving on the
ground, the children were driven in Imtclie« to the railway
station, ami in a short time the ground was dro-rtevL
The only minliup wo ha o heard of won an accident to
Mr. Hadlow, who, in his cagermws to assist thorn- in
distress hud overl'Nulod hi« waggon, ami the scat giving
way itrecipitated him on to the metalled rood, severely
injuring his arm.  Fortunately, however, no hones were
broken, and he is progressing favour.iMy. The Rich-
mond Lyceum cxhilat'd for the first time its new and
hand«onm Ictnner, |[winled by two of its members, Messrs.
Hancock and Uslur.

WINE AND ITS INFLUENCE.

Mr. W. Pbillipi, of Alliury, has M-nt us a circular,
which we have read with much gratification. It treats
upon wine in general, nnd on a few of his own in par-
ticular. Home of the thoughts expressed an- so important
to all who use wine for their h'-nith's sake that we fad
justifir'l in reprinting them, fth «ays:—

““Generally, men drink wine with no further iitten
than to quench their thirst nnd plenv their palate, ami
only lien- ami them a medical men ask« his j«atients to
take n glass of wine for n different purpose. However,
the influence which wine has on the human system is a
mystery to most men. If they knew it they would
drink very little, it that little wool«l have to Ire of the
very highest quality.”

“ Asa rule men arc satisfied with their method.-« of
making wine, and in most instances are disinclined to
inquire into the causae which make a poisonous sulistancn
of many win< that &n drunk even with a relish. The
consumer also is satisfied when the article fouis nicely,

nicely, ami taste nicely. He trusts entirely to
his sight, smell, and fost« and scarcely ever rememlicrs
that throe an- poor mean« with which to determine the
benefit or injury derivnldc from the use of any wine.
Thun Im deceives himself constantly.”

He justly states: " The influence which wine has on
the human organisation is a mystery to most men, and if
they knew it they would drink very little, but that
little would have to In* of the very highest quality.” Wo
know that a vast mass of wine in the market, and which
is drunk os wholesome, on closer examination is not
wholeeome, for its effects on the Imdy and mind are more
of a disturbing than a harmonising nature. It will in
some persons suddenly, in other” gradually cause the
stoppage of the healthy functions of the liver, the
kidney«, the stomach, and other vital organs, and
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thus lay the foundation of an army of diseases, from
which men suffer so much, and can trace so rarely its
causes Indeed, only a very email percentage of all the
tniw and drunk at thia prevent day can be excepted
from having tuch a pernicious influence on the human
system. With the senses we can not detect in wine the
presence of the more hidden elementa which have this
injurious effect. Mon deceive themselves constantly in
this respect Because a wine is liked it does not follow
that it is wholesome, and further, that some obnoxious
glement in it have not been made imperceptible to the
sight, smell, and taste by the Wending of this wine with
another.™

However, the greatest merit of the circular consists in
this, that itgives the specific influences of three wines. Re-
specting these we will quote a few remarks: “ It is easy
to ohsvrvc how the  there wines are connected, and at
the same time how different they are in their influence
on the system ; how useless the one would In« to one
person, ami how Ifcnvficial to another; how the one
could bo used with benefit, the other under some circum-
stances with mischief; and furtllicr, how alwolutrly
net-cssary it is that we should know the exact influence
which a wine will exorcise upon us.” Though Uu-sc
observations aro clear in themselves, we will say a few
word« aliout the last one. It is especially important, for
it touch«-« the sore from which the consumer of wine
suffers. Ho is attracted to a wine, why he does not
know, thinks it will do him good, and partakes of it.
However, the effects do not snow themselves at once,
they grow up slowly in the body. This growth may go
on for years, during which time the system yields
imperceptibly to this influence, nnd a weak stomach, a
dormant liver, an excited brain, cold feet, and disharmony
of mind have either been partially or permanently
extol»lisii'si.  All this was possible to occur, In'cihim’
the consumer did not know the exact inlluencc which the
wino had on his organisation. To explain this important
point was the problem that lay Is-foro Mr. Philippi, ami
which he has solv'd concerning the three wines
mentioned in the circular. Every one who uses tlirm
can ascertain now which of his vital organs will Ic
influenced, nnd to what degree.

We hope that he will continue this work, and fulfil
the promis« he makes -in saying : “ When returning to
this subject | will also take notice of wines, a large |<c-
portion of which fail altogether to have a Im-nrfilial
influence, and rather cause a stoppage, mon or Iras of
nil the h'-althy‘functions of the vital organs, and many of
the mental. When this has been explained a moro
correct conception may Im- formed of the ¢tinmn
between the drinking of a glass of wine and the ilia that
can follow."

The influences of the three wines, 1'iyorr, Foran, nnd
Lachryntn, mention'd in the circular arc exceptional.
Knowledge and nature aoetu to have favoured for ninny
years the work of removing what is injurious, nnd pro-
ducing what is whol'-some, thereby giving them a
peculiar medicinal value. The efficacy of throe wines
we have mtperienerd many times on the sick, on
whom thryg>rov«d themselves a valuable medicine.

A PROLEPTIC VISION.

A MOOT remarkable vision was j«resented to my spirit
during the night of Tuesday, the 23rd Octolier. 1
fancied | stood on ®n threshold of a liedroom looking
upon tho dead face of a young woman lying in n semi-
nude stahi upon her deathi»cd. In front of her, the Ixu-k
turned towards me, sat, or knelt, a man dressed in black.
The startling nature of the vision woke me, and led me
to ttflc  what the meaning of this spiritual panorama
could I»c. Shortly after | fell into a sound sleep again,
but on getting up in the morning | had a distinct recol-
lection of all the details of my nocturnal vision. Between
ten ami eleven oclock a. m., of Wednesday, | was sum-
moned by an old lady, Mrs. A. Ritchie, to come and see
her daughter Mrs. Moncur, the young wife of the much
respected state-schoolmaster at Thoona, a place some
fifteen miles from Benalla. Just as | entered tho bed-
room, and still standing in the doorway, my eyes fell
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upon the f»< md form of a dead woman, whoa« body
was partly uncovered in conaequence of an operation
which had been performed on her a few rninute before
with fatal Fesult Before the woman aat in a stooping
position a man dressed in black—the medical man who hail
attended the doonaaed. With the rapidity of lightning
the thought struck me that my dream was out, and that
what | looked upon then was the material counterpart
of my spiritual vision of the previous night. | only
state this fact as it occurred, without attempting to
explain it, unless the following beautiful verses furnish
the key for its solution
“ To sweep the boundless realms of space

The soul s infinitude to trace.

Is Irat the wise Creator's plan™

An attribute of soul in man.

To live attain through lapse of time.

Till past and future intertwine.

So that the soul in magic spell

Can future through the past foretel,

h spirit through the Iwsusa /eras

P/Wiefiaf world» at yrt waiara.

To link "twin soul and sotil a chain.

Which answer loach of joy or [Mtin ;

1« svmixvl of God's cart- and love

*Which comm to man from realms above.

Every power of soul or sense

Will bring-its own sure recompense ;

Ami every soul will yet unfold

the jiower potential it may bold.”

Narratives of clairvoyant visions of death ante factum
are by no means rare, and | merely add my mite to that
store of spiritual facts in order to induce an alder pen
than min« to throw some positive light upon the subject
of prolejitic visions.

C. W. ROHNER
Bvnalla, 7th Nov., 18H3.

tto Corrrsponbtnts
ChbstrnsNicofiofis intended for tbit Journal thould be
written legibly, andon one tide of the paper only.
C. Roberts. As wo could not find kPoco to reply to
your enquiry, it is held over till next issue.

ASTROLOGICAL REVELATIONS.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.
Sir,—Pcrhaj« tin following may interest some of your
ntub-rv  Three years ago we were residing in Auckland.
On<- of our acquaintances, a gentleman who had made a
study of Astrology read the horoscope of my boy, who
at that time was three years of age. This gentleman
correctly ukil several marks on the child, among
Uh-iii 8n« on his forehead, always covered with his hair,
ascar, the result of a cut, also a birth-mark on his right
breast; and all this, Im it understood, without his ever
having scon the child. He further predicted that when
my l«oy was about six years old, either a week befor~or
a week after, he would have something the matter with
his right foot, on the instep, and through it would
probably narrowly aj>c  a dangerousillness. Now ifyour
readers will liear in mind this was told three years ago,
and as our friend so correctly described the marks on
the child without having seen him, it may easily Im
supposed that we were somewhat anxious as our Iray
approached his sixth birthday. Within a week of that
day te coinplaiin-d of his right foot, and an inflamed
swelling appeared on the instep. In a day or two he
was unaldc to use his foot, and was three weeks con
tim-d to the couch. During that time he suffered such
great pain, especially at night, that we were afraid it
wo- Id cause brain fever. The doctor whom we called in
evidently did not understand it, in fact he confessed as
much. He said he could see nothing to account for it.
Our boy was ill for a month ; he lias now recovered, and
is able to use his foot, though it is still swollen. Other
circumstances in his life ware predicted, but, of course,
time will have to prove them. | send you the horoscope;
you or any of your friends may read it, and you can
return it at your leisure.

I am. Yours, Ac.,
M. S. MOORE.
Bulls, Rangitiki, New Zealand, October 24th.
[Any person conversant with Astrology may see the
horoscope referred to at our office—Ed. U. of £.]
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SPIRITUAL REALITIES

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HASIUSGEB OF UOWT.
Mt dear Sir,—For a long time past | hair been siimt
so far as your olumn are oonerrned, Irat you will be
aware that | have not &n idle. Still pursuing the
investigation into Spiritualism single-handed and alone,
surrounded by greater ifficult!« and hatthng with more
evil influences around me in Hrialane ih»n 1 had to
encounter in Rockhampton, | have held on my way,
ever on the eve of fresh and still more startling dis-
coveries than those preceding. 1 have had every
encouragement from the fnendly innulJr influence to
persevere, and have gladly done so. | treat this paper,
if you kindly give it insertion in your columns will
meet the eye of one for whom | entertain feelings of
strong fraternal regard. | mean " M.A Oxon." in
London, England. Hu works "Npint Identity” and
“ The Higher Mct of Kpintualism " have fn  to me
most valuable, and some &rticle of hi 1 have read u
Light have astonished me more than | can express as
giving corroborative evidence of tin truth of statements
made to inn by my own spirit-guid«« in Rockhampton.
That is just what | needed, concurrent Uwtimony to the
realities of spirit tonmunication from thvestigator at a
distance. If 1 find the tenor cd spirit communication»
made to me tallying in every particular with thnw made
to oth«-r investigators in Englaml or America, th« oder
distant investigators bring jmmuilly unknown to me,
and | utterly unknown to them, and if on osnparison of
the communications made to me by a|«ritual ntelligent
with those received I»y p«opl« at a «jstance from other
spiritual fntelligence  the psulies receiving them Iwing
utterly unknown to each other, and residing in distant
lands, stqrarated by thousands of mil« of oevran, yet th«
statements made thoroughly agreeing, why ar Hhat«
henin better corrolioratiiv evidence than is olitainabl«-
in a human court of justice to th« reality of spiritual
communion and to ita intrinsic truth. Much evidence |
have obtained, transcending all my own &idNons
through M.A. Oxon and Andrew Jack»on Davis.
Three years have now passed away since that

memorable.morning when th« invisiMe fore« direct«-«!
by invisible intelligence, first UmA [tara of my
organism. Still the work goes on. No sooner has one
result been ol>taine-<i than another mmxwwi  Step l«y

step, bit by bit, | am living led steadily though slowly ou
tin road of spiritual ph»gn-"'i ami a» 1 Ka« la-gun
my journey alone, so, | find, I am «Nula>-ll<d to continue
italone. The advanced ®n« will not h-t me go lack,
even to help oUiers, except Uhhm- who are earnest
inquirer 1 have laxm removed from afancre in Brislsuiv
by spirit intervention in the most startling fann«  and
thu intelligences have informed me of the reason why,
vis., because of tin impudent mockery ami tomfoolery
going on at these kvuiick, lecaun’, to use the spirit's
expression, tkeyarv “uiiNpiritual ” therefore "unholy,™
and 1 |jav>/ been warned to have nothing to do with
them again, but to sit alone! On Apnl the th, 1KMT,
1 was lying on my Iwd aliout 11 a.tn., when in a state of
mciui-consciousness | saw afar in space a lIwautiful tall
female angel in a white silvery mlw «landing on a
silvery cloud floating in th« air, iaolattd, Irat th« cJotid
and the form sharply dvfimtl against the dark-blue sky.
This beautiful living raised her right hand and arm,
regarding me attentively the while with angel love
beaming in her face, then slowly the beautiful vision
faded away, and | sprang at once from th« bed on which
I was lying. My interpretation of the vision at th«- time
was that it was a loving admonition to me to aspire
upwards, but since | think it was a loving farewell,
telling me that her work for me was done, and that she
herself was ascending high«?r to spheres of the spirit-
world, where she would henceforth be one of the
shining n« and oh, dear sir, standing on that silvery
cloud in space in her magnificent array, she did shine
brighter than any one of the stellar orla illuminating the
hour» of darkness. | was forcibly reminded at the time
of the beautiful lines
““She walks io beauty, like th« night
Of cioodbas climes sod suaay ¥Ki
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Since, | have never seen this lovely spirit, so endeared to
to mo by many kindnesses, shown by the grand, simple, yet
beautiful teachings given, drawing me ever onward and
upward, never )>ackward or downward. | know why !
She has entered into realms of light supernal of ever-
lasting day, where she is now one of the shining ones,
who, entering on those spheres of higher advancement,
may not Im, seen by mortal eye; but I know I am
not left desolate. | shall see her again, and be with her
in the summer land of love. Her work is now done for
me.. She bos gone to meet her reward. She led me on
the road of progression, she has gone a little higher than
1. Many and meet are the messages which | often
receive. Only the other day | was sitting at my table
under control, when | saw a sheet of |[»n]>er ap[>ear in tho
air just over my head. Writing was on that paper in a
Iwautiful feminine hand. 1 read the first sentence, thus:—
‘eMy dear Mr. F.—Trust in the all-loving love of the
all-loving Father, and all shall lie well for you.”
I could read no more, the paper failed away and
disappeared.

In Brisliane Spiritualism has lieen so often attacked
by ignoramuses that | desire strongly to become its
advocate and champion. | have done all | can in
writing to defend it. There is now a pamphlet in
circulation in Victoria written by inc, and re-published
in Ballarat through the kindness of a gentle-
man there. J am thinking of putting it through a
third edition with important addenda, which, | think,
will startle many of the RiiljMis unthinking world
outside Spiritualism. | am now engaged in another
phase of the investigation—the |[>owerx of the human
thcnmat« spirit—to which my attention has been
forcibly drawn by recent events and experiments made.

I find 1 have power to project my own spirit into
space. | can while walking along the streets of this
city affect many people in various ways. Out of 10
ladies | find 1 can make nt least 7 or 8-turn round if |
will them to do RO, and the same also with gentlemen
in a less prn|M)rtion ; and tho hewildored look on their
faces When they do so is most ludicrous to me. From
this experiment | have advanced to others, nnd the last
is the most startling of all. My spirit has visited, while
I have boen in the unconRcious state of trance into
which I am now often thrown, other mediums in this
city utterly unknown to mo. Jn one case a medium
declared he had seen a spirit form standing at his
liedsidc, and, looking at me, lie said, ““You an! the one
I saw.” At the time of his vision I did not know him
personally, nor had ho ever seen me, but three weeks
after we liecame acquainted, and then he told me of it.

This startled me. Still more startled was | at some
intelligence received from a gentleman in Ballarat. My
spirit has thrice visited him there, and made communica-
tions and statements to him, which he sent to me for
verification, and 1 state that the communications so
made were in every respect true, only a little error, which
I contradicted.

1 am now entering ujion this phase of the investigation
—the powers of tho human spirit—with a view to
determine whether tho spirit of man has while incarnated
an existence really independent of his iKxlily organism,
and distinct from it. If so, this will be a powerful
scientific fact in tho hands of the Spiritualist against the
false Materialism of the age. This fact would shatter
Materialism into ten million atoms. My corresponding
friends ami | havo arranged all preliminaries, and the
results shall soon be given to the world, through the
columns of the Harbinger of Light; and | add that |
shall bo pleased to receive suggestions from yourself and
other Spiritualists to perfect the investigation. 1 feel,
too, that | ought to Imj forthwith isolated from everyone.
For this isolation 1 pine. 1 cannot get it here, though
itis what | earnestly desire. Perhaps it may end in
either form-materialisation or form-spiritualism. Tho
last | should greatlytprefer. If this branch of the
investigation ends in proving scientifically that the spirit
of man has an independent existence of its own outside of
the body even .on earth, much more a fortiori is the
spirit of man unaffected by the transition called death,
much more a fortiori is the spirit of man independent of
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the body both now and hereafter. This fact alone would
settle the question of the future existence forever| Can
you and other Spiritualists help me in the investigation
which I am now commencing, and which 1 trust will
soon bring to light truths which all ought to know, and
which I am resolved shall lie known. If these things
are so, then Theosophy and Spiritualism hand in hand
will conquer the world, and bid defiance to the
contemptuous scorn of Materialism, Science, and our
modern Christianity.
UNITARIAN MINISTER.
Brisbane, November 5th, 1883.

INERT MATTER MOVED BY UNSEEN AGENCY.

Granted, a nnfurs capable «if a rigid adherence to thoae rules,
then the prnwm abiding by 'hem may become Mahatma, rrkch
ordinary teirnce ka nothing about.

The Mahntma aaw-rt thalrthcir long experience of human
nature has taught them that the masH of mankind are not only
unpri-ppnre«l t> receive knowledge derived from spirituality, but
have not even enough morality and appreciation of what in real
nnd go-wl to suffice for the needs of the average human condition,
iim it is At present.”—Esoteric Buddhism, by Gilbert Kiliott;
Melbourne llericx for October, 1883, |». 406 A 4(M.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.
Sir,—In your Inst three issues of the Harbinger I havo
had letters noticing whnt 1, day after day, witnessed in
Dorcas Street, Emerald Hill. My letters required to be
very short to suit your space, so that | could not
attempt, in the slightest .degree, to give a rationale, in
my own estimation, of the wonders 1 so confidently
attested.

It is comparatively easy to.record just what you saw
move by unseen agency, but to explain the philosophy of
it is not so easy. It requires some learning, and a good
acquaintance with such branches of literature as Mr.
Denovan refers to, in his chapter on Stonothrowing,
given on th« 174th page of his Evidences of Spiritualism.

But, Mr. Editor, whether it be easy, or whether it 1«
difficult, it is the ralsonafc of these phenomena that 1
proliose to deal with in this, my fourth letter, and in
which | have again made reference to the abunduntiy
evident phenomena. | shall notadd asingle fact, but refer
to my last three letters for the facts of the case,
attested under the hand of more than myself.

1 think though | might add, for the delectation of
those most insufferable blockheads, who, in spite of all
attestation, cling to the idea that | was very silly and
very credulous, and did not see through the little trick
of some of my fellow-mortals throwing nt me different
articles, some of which | have carried in my pocket ever
since, and Rhall continue to do so. I hold that I owe it
to my God not to Imj disobedient to visions, or,shut my
eyes, or hold my tongue or my handwriting when
spiritual phenomena have been presented to my vision
over and over again.

In this place I will explain why | have selected such a
text for my theme on the rationale of ail 1 have
reported. There are many people so illogical that no
amount of testimony to facts, and well established
phenomena of universal nature, will be accepted by
them as fact, unless you can exactly explain to them
the why nnd the wherefore of the phenomenu the testifier
witnessed, but did not originate.

In opposition to such a view, I wish to teach, and the
phenomena are designed to teach, just what is declared
in my motto, viz. that there are "“forces of nature which
ordinary science knows nothing about."

There is a Divinity which runs through nil nature,
and we see, and | saw, intelligence combined with these
mysterious and deeply interesting forces, which science
“ knows nothing about."

Experience has taught’me just what it has taught the
Indian Mahatmas, and | have been disgusted with the
ignorant and scornful pooh poohs of illiterate friends,
who have never read what they might read in that part
of Mr. Donovan's Ix>ok of which I have spoken, and from
which I shall just now quote, not to enlighten your
readers, Mr. Editor, but those whom we would recover
from the error of their way.
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I said | shall not in this letter add to my last, in the
way of piling fact upon fact; but 1 think 1 may say
that on last Saturday I had some conversation with Mr.
J. J. |faley (the well known minister of the Church of
Christ, residing in Carlton) and whose written testimony
on behalf of the absence of trickery (as a cause of the
motion by unseen agency, | placed in your custody. In
addition to that testimony, he informed me that since
he gave to me that certificate, he had visited Ballarat,
and there saw a Miss Hammond, who is the sister of my
quondam hostess (Mrs. Thomas), at whose house
1 saw the inert articles of matter, in countless variety,
on the move, on the 4th, 5th, and 7th of August
last. This lady (Miss Hammond) had good reason
to know what took place when site visited her sister
(Mrs. Thomas). Her testimony (this minister of the
Church of Christ informed me) was on behalf of the
unquestionable truth of the motion by unseen agency.

I think here is abundant evidence (from all that |
have written) of such a force as Mr. Gilbert Elliot speaks
of “which ordinary science knoirt nothing,” and is
determined to know nothing, because it is a spiritual
force. It may yet be objected that though 1 have
established the facts of these mysterious movements, |
have not established the value of them. H'Aal it lite
good oj the thing 1 naturally suggests itself to the mind.
Very well, then, this is the good. The demonstration of
outside intelligent agencies makes tho secularist hang
down his head, because together with a future life for
mankind he denies the existence of a world of spiritual
forces.

If these spiritual forces operate intelligently before
his eyes (as they did in Dorcas-st., on the 7th of August,
when they let a Bible fall upon my head after | had
repeated the Lord's prayer), he very naturally In-gins to
think that if there are intelligences in communication
with man, whether playing tricks or preaching sermons,
it makes argument on behalf of the existence of a world
of spirit forces, such as the Mahatma of India, com
plain a large portion of mankind have not morality
enough to appreciate.

By these manifestations, it may be the design of the
world of intelligent spirit forces, to add line upon line,
and precept on precept. Outside intelligence, looks
towards a world of spirits, and a world of spirit-forces
acting intelligently (if it be only in pelting) looks
towards a future state of existence for mankind, especi-
ally when these intelligences declare that they once
mixed with mortals; and they do this very often, and
identify themselves. If it lie objected that such evidence
is not wanted, because scarcely anybody (disbelieves in a
future life and world of spirits, then 1 quote from such
an article in the Nineteenth Centwy, as may lie constantly
found in our best monthly magazines, vix., “After Death,”
by Norman Pearson, p. 265, August number— It
cannot be denied that to a very great extent the current’
views of heavenand hell obtain only a nominal acceptance.

Amongst certain sections of the Roman Catholie
churcli, and certain sections of Dissent, they are still
zealously supported, but by the mass of educated people,
though outwardly adopted, they are secretly and perhaps
unconsciously .condemned as quite unsatisfactory.

This discrepancy between the outward profession and
the inward conviction escapes notice, because the people
do not care to face the mental disturbance which an
honest examination of their beliefs would entail. But it
may lie well to bestow a little criticism upon this miser-
able, though venerable muddle, and for this purpose let
us try to arrive at what most ordinary people really do
bolieve and think about the matter.

It is a plain matter of fact, that in spite of all the
efforts of theologians, the imagination of mankind is but
feebly affected by the joys of heaven or the pains of hell.”
I argue, if the foundation of all religious feeling rests
upon such an infirm foundation, why should it be thought
astrange or unlikely tiling for the world of spirits, by
their direct manifestation of mysterious power (even if
no better than 1 saw in Dorcos-street), to awaken the
minds of men to a well-founded faith in spiritual things,
from the constant observation of the mysterious power
1 have spoken of.
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Well, Mr. Editor, has the nineteenth century, if not
the Victorian Review, done anything to help me in giving
the rationair of modem spiritual, physical phenomena,
which | declare 1 saw, and am not one bit frightened
to say so!

The following from the 174th and following p4ges of
Mr. Denovan's book, which | spoke of, will give an intel-
ligent explanation of all I saw, together with my friends
at Dorcasstreel.

I have no patience to say one word to those of my |
readers who will prefer to deny all my fart and nwt
upon liald negation rather than accept the foliowring
rational explanation :—**The facts | am about to publish
will demonstrate this, I think, conclusively. In aoiue
instances it will be seen that the stone-throwing and
similar phenomena recorded, were caused by tf efforts
of intelligent beings to attract notice. The whole of the
weird phenomena are deeply interesting, and will tell
their own tale to the intelligent reader. e It
may be remarked here that the proceedings of this class
of spirits, however disorderly they may si-rm, or reallv
e, ARE AMONGST THE MOST SATISFACTORY
OF ANY.™

After the last line or two you cannot say, Mr. Editor,
that | have not superadd<-d to my facts some sort of
rationale thereof, hopeless as the task might s«-m.

I go on again from where | was quoting : “ These rude
but necessary workmen of God an- the haunting spirit«.
Hardheaded, impudent, scornful, sarcastic, and clever
as any of the race of literary scientific journalistic
roast liecf and red port sneerers at Spiritualism. Tl «y
are just the customers for these men. They come
without asking, they stay without have, they return
jeer for jeer.

They rattle and knock, and kick up a riot when
people would fain sleep. | put stone-throwing in the
fore ground, liecause it has peculiarities that no taw of
matter that we know of can explain, and which our
scientific men (were they really great men capable of
perceiving the insights these phenomena give) would
hasten to examine, and fix all their concentrated
powers of observation upon them.”

I think 1 have reached some answer to the con-
temptuous and everlasting question, vix, “ e nibono "
and have exhausted all the space likely to fall to my
share. Thanking you for allowing me to tell so much of
this story-, | remain, Mr. Editor.

Yours oliediently,
ROBERT CALDECOTT,

Raglan-street, Sandridge,

21st Nov., 1883.

[For /want of sjwice we omit a P.S. containing further
evidence of the phenomena.—Ed. IL of 2.]

i MR. MONCURE CONWAY IN MELBOURNE.

Tiir visit of this gentleman to the colony for thepurpoM

of delivering a «fries of lectures on various subjects,
most of them closely connect«! with questions of
advanced and heterodox, religious thought, and the
relations of modem science thereto, is somewhat oppor-
tunely timed, in view of the agitation and ferment of tin-
public mind in regard to such matters which has of late
been at its height. Mr Conway has won great celebrity
as an independent thinker and writer, and at a crisis
like that through Which the community has been passing,
when strife and antagonism have been rife over questions
affecting long-cherished lielicfs and newer and mon-
radical ideas, any conclusions arrived at after patient
labour and wide familiarity with the various strains of
thought that have distinguished .the prominent men of
our time, could not fail to lie welcome.

We cannot, of course, pretend to do justice, in the
space at our disposal, to the numerous and lengthy
lectures delivered by Mr. Conway in this city, and can
only indicate the drift of thought entertained by that
gentleman on such of the subjects treated of as may Im
likely to prove interesting to our readers.

In taking up the iopic of ““ Thu Law of Development



2612

and Arrest in Religion,” one of the moat important, Mr.
Conway said that Herbert Spencer had once remarked
to him that all the novels in the world have but four
plots, and he, the lecturer, contended that all rrligions
nave but one. Let but one incident be disclosed, and all
the rest could Im anticipated. Thus, taking one of the
remarkable parallelisms in tim lives of Christ and
Buddha, he pointed out how incident after incident
follow in their courv. Then' was the mysterious incar-
nation ; thousands of innocents were massacred in the
attempt to shy the tiew-l Prince; the child was
represented as sitting in his mother’s lap in a stable ; he
confutes doctors in the temple, is tempted in the wilder-
ness, suffers a cruel death, is transfigured ; the footsteps
of Buddha are shown on Adam’s Peak, Ceylon, as those
of Christ are on the mountain in Palestine. All this
% derived from the worship of Nature, which in its
development pauud through five acts. The primitive
pool saw the sun born of the sky and earth. Heaven
was its father, earth its mother. This sun is heralded
by the morning star ; his birth is in the virgin dawn;
darkness sends up clouds to destroy its enemy, and the
stars are shut out or massacred; the sun triumphs over
all, he is seen in his splendour at the zenith, he is trans-
formed in the glorious sunset, he rises again. Such were
the phenomena which influenced and fonnml early
religion. In the nett stage man advances in agriculture
and art; he recognises that he is receiving assistance,
lielieves in angtls sent to his aid, and in demons who
thwart him. In the fourth stage the incarnation appears.
The “ Light of the World" takes human form, is
tempted, suffers, dies, riws again, ascends into heaven.
There was but the one story, and whether the name be
Christ, Buddha, or Zoroaster, his laltorx, struggles, and
ultimate triumph were the same. The final stage was
the theological, where the human God is absorbed into
the original godhead, and is supposed to lose all human
weakness and all human pity. The next step was
agnosticism, man declaring that he knows nothing at all
about the alleged world of deities, and thus emancipating
himself from a dogmatic theology. While all religions
follow this course, Mr. Conway holds that some do not
attain their full development, Iml are arrrsud at an
«marly stage, and instanced the Chinese, Partees, and
Scandinavians as examples. The Jewish and Mshorn-
moduli religions stopped at the “angels and demons ™
period, though the Jews were developing at one time
into the next condition, and put forth the bud of a
prophecy regarding a Messiah. The full development
liad been completed only by the ancient Greeks, the
Hindoos, and the Christians. Christianity presented an
unbroken development from Nature-worship to a dis-
dissolution in theology. The day that the god in man
is withdrawn from the scene, that particular religion is
doomed. An ecclesiastical empire followed, built not
upon love, but terror, and a system like that which
Jesus defied was built upon his helpless body, when he
could no longer protest against it. To many, Chris-
tianity meant every good and charitable deed, all that
was gentle and beautiful in the words and heart of Jesus,
and that was a kind of Christianity he could not
arraign, but the formal official Christianity of the day
he did. The lecturer concluded with an eloquent
ixnegyric upon the religion of humanity, the leading idea
of which is man watching with maternal love over the
development of his species.

AKin to the subjects discussed in the preceding lecture
were those touched upon in the one entitled “ Mother
Earth,” in which Mr. Conway referred to the affection
with which our early forefathers thought of Nature, and
quoted two old Vedic hymns in illustration of the
fervor of this worship. We had lost sight of this.
Christendom was concerned chiefly with heaven and hell
instead of with the earth itself. Instead of beautifying
and blessing it, and making a heaven of it, men hope to
attain a visionary heaven hereafter. Instead of hanker-
ing after another world, to the neglect and injury of
that in which we have been placed, we ought to direct
all our efforts to cause it to blossom like the rose,
remembering that an actually existent butterfly is
»finitely more important than a multitude of possible
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angels, and that a thousand future worlds would be
worthless if we missed our duties and opportunities in
that which we poaaeaa No doubt, as Mr. Conway here
implies, the neglect of duties and opportunities is a bad
thing, and equally so whether there be another world
or fot but we fail to see how the recognition of a
spiritual world, and tho study of our relations with it,
need MC&tari'y make us thus neglectful. On tho
contrary, indeed, we claim that such recognition and
such study will in due time be found to be a very
potent factor in making the wilderness of earth to
" blossom like the rose.” Mr. Conway considers that the
future life rests merely upon speculation. With all his
learning he has yet to discover that it rests upon a
foundation as solid as that of any science.

Tlw enthusiastic advocates of what is popularly
called “ Woman's Rights ” must have been delighted by
the advanced news enunciated by thq lecturer when
treating of ““Woman and Evolution.” Pointing back to
an earlier time, when women occupied an eminence side
by side with man, as for instamce in the early stages of
Germanic and Scandinavian society, the lecturer
attnlaited her deposition from that eminence mainly to
two causes—one, the religious belief of a large section
of mankind ; the other, certain marriage customs which
obtained during the warlike ages. In the present day,
under more enlightened conceptions of her position and
capaliilities, woman is gaining in self-reliance, and is no
longer looking upon marriage as her only means of
support. And while evolution is making the nature of
woman more manly, it is making that of man mom
womanly, thus bringing alout the equalisation of their
moral, intellectual, and social status. The gentleman
would ho more gentlo, the lady more truly worthy of
reverence and respect, for if refinement, courage, and
honour be good in him, they must be equally good in
her, whilst if delicacy and purity of thought, word, and
deed Im excellent in woman, they must Im equally so in
man. Tho' union of such men and women will be a
truly spiritual union; their offspring will be nobler,
healthier, happier; they will make wiser laws, form
better homes, had purer lives, and pursue loftier and
worthier ideals. As to the idea that woman will bo
unsexed by her restoration to her legitimate and rightful
equality, Mr. Conway scouted it as unworthy of serious
argument, and recommended those who entertained such
an opinion to visit the female universities in the mother-
country, where they could scarcely fail to be struck by
the grace, refinement and delicacy which cliaracterised
the young ladies who were receiving the highest forms
of education there.

The last lecture of tho course, ""Tho New Prometheus,
or the Martyrdom of Thought,” was one of the I>eat and
most thoroughly appreciated. Referring to the Grecian
fable of Prometheus, who brought fire from heaven for
the I>cnefit of humanity, and was chained to a rock for
ever by an &ngi and vindictive Zeus—the modem Pro-
motheus was hewho brought into the world new ideas,
and like his fabled elder brother, ho suffered persecution
at the hands of the churches, for sacerdotalism is always
and everywhere the enemy of free inquiry and progress.
Prometheus was the type of Socrates drinking the hem
lock ; of Christ nailed to the cross, and of all who revolt
against a dominant priesthood ; while the defiant cry of
the fire-bringers protesting against tho tyranny of Zeus
is still echoed, and has been so by men like the late
Theodore Parker and John Stuart Mill, who refused to
bow the knee to the devilish being set up for worship by
the manufacturers of the conventional deity—the God
believed in by bigots. Dogmatic religion is the last
refuge of the errors, prejudices, and bigotries which have
been lianished from art, literature, and science. The
emancipation of man from this despotism will come, said
the lecturer, from the incarnation of religion iu the
human heart Instead of gods converting men, men
must convert their gods. Love must dwell amongst us,
and be revealed in the service of humanity, in kindness,
justice, gentleness, goodness, and virtue. The religion
of the future would Im animated by that perfect love
which casteth out fear, will greet all science, consecrate
all art, ennoble all literature, and fashion the earth anew.
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Christ was a Prometheus I-»und and tortured and put
todeath by the priesthood of hi» time, Inx-ausc’ he brought
fire from heaven and devoted the power of God to the
service of mankind. The church which calls iUelf by
his name, proclaims that he is risen: but it is notso;
its Christ has fallen. And when the lock and key salva-
tion which the churches offer in exchange for blind lielief,
and the endless damnation with which it threatens those
who are unable to swallow its tables are done away with ;
when the churches are swept of formulas, and creeds,
and rites; then and then only can they become *fire-
britigers” to the human race ; and all doubts concerning
the existence and character of God will only cease when
the divine nature, of the Christ, his love and tenderness,
compassion and purity, sympathy and goodness, shall >
revealed in the daily lives, in the thoughts, words, and
deeds of those who call themselves by his name.

Tiie Victorian Association Or Sriritvalist» resumed
their Sunday evening services, at the Masonic Hall, last
month. An interesting discussion, arising out of Mr.
Rutherford's lecture, “ Obstacles in Advancing Spiritu-
alism,” will be resumed to-morrow.

Sexor Caitelar a Spiritualist.—We understand
that Senor CasUlar, one of the most prominent figures
in the political anna of Spain, is a Spiritualist. He is
an advanced thinker, a man of wonderful eloquence, and
on«- who possesses in no unmarked <|rgrve the esteem and
confidence of his countrymen. Senor Castelar has on
several occasions publicly testified to the reality of the
phenomena of Spiritualism.

Mr. H. J. Browne, referring to our report of a meet-
ing of Spiritualists in last issue, wishes us to correct the
impression that might be conveyed therein that he is
opposed to the circulation of tracts. He still believes in
the judicious circulation of them, but objects to their
indiscriminate use.

BELL RINGING.

On Christmas Day, 1873, a family party was assembled
at a country house in Hampshire, where, during the
evening, three of the sisters left the drawing-room, and
were chatting together round the hall fire, when one of
them—a young widow, whose hu.dand died five months
previously—made the remark, ""If jtoor H------- (her late
hudand,) terre with us he would ring the bells sn Me
Aowae—Aw usual custom in the erening on Christmas Day
—though I never know why he did so.”

Within a few minutes, while they were still talking of
him, the handle of the 1«11 was seen to move, as if some
hand drew it down. The bell rang instantly, and loudly,
and was answered by a servant who found the sisters
standing in mute astonishment at the ringing which they
hvurd as well as the servants, yet no one was in the hall
but themselves.

The widow has also heard the voice of her late hudtond
speaking to her.—/»i a letterfrom flfriend to A. M. II. IF.

A HONK paper writes:—*“The absence of the bishops
from the guild«-«! chamber when the division was being
taken on the Pigeon Bill is severely commented upon
by most journals. We think that it would have been
only consistent with their duties as clergymen, and the
principles of their calling, if the legal divines hml eurric-«!
their portly persons up to Westminster, when the
question of tolerating or preventing inhuman practices
was discussed.” Judging from their scant attendance
upon Melbourne platforms, when practical movements
for the lienefit of the people are being discussed, we
imagine our clergy are no exceptionto tho English
bishops in their preference for theoretical good. Possibly
some of them may stay away from the feeling that the
people are jealous of their interference. Well, there are
two ways of doing everything. If they would come
forward to assist and advise we believe the public would
be really glad, but if their desire is to dictate and inter-
fere they had better remain where they are—in the
background.
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Wh have just received cops«« of ®Mr Dugdale = book,
““A Few Mour in a Faroff Age’ advertised u to
appear this month. It is a very well got up booklet of
103 8vo. pages, published at 5'. We shall review it
next month.

The Liberal, of Nov. 24th, contains amongst other
interesting matters an address, by Mrs. Charles Bright, on
““The Emancipating Influence of S$piritualism,  which
she illustrates by her own experience
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Sermon on the Mount.  Do. »l.
Superstition. Do. »l.
Spinoza; IlIs Life, Corrmpanidcnce, and Ethi« R. Willi«, M.D.
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Trial of Theism. G. J. Holyoakc. 2«. «<L.
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The World's Sixteen Crucified Saviours, or Christianity before
Christ. Kersey Graves. Kin.

New and startling revelations in religious history,discloning

the oriental origin of all thedoctrines, principles, precept«,
ami miracles of the New Testament.

Trial of D. M. Bennett

Theism, Doctrinal and Practical. F. W. Newman s
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The Soul; an Fasay towards the Natural History of the Soul, on

3s. 9-1.

the True Basis of Theology. F. W. Newman. 4s,
True Story of my Parliamentary Stniggle. C. Bradlaugh. 8d.
True Basil ami Bist Meth-Mis of Education. W. J. Colville, fld

Under Which Lord | Mm. E. Lynn Linton.
In this fascinating story the authoress has [>ourtraycd wnh
a skilful hand the deadly effects of an effete theology, when
fanned into tlamc by pricttly cunning, in destroying the tap
pincxsof a home ami breaking a noble heart.

Underwood—Magjilc's Debate. clo. 3s.; pa. la. fid.
Upas (The): A Vision of the Past, Present, and Future Capt.
R. Il. Dyas 4a.
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Voices : a Poem in Four Parts. Warren Sumner Barlow. So.
Voice of nsture; voice of a pebble; voice of superstiti
voice of prayer. A satire on the notions, superstitions,
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taining philosophy, argument, narrative, wit. and humour.
Volney's Ruins ; or Meditations on the Revolutions of Empire«
2s.
7s. 6-1.
Divested of Mystery.
a6,

L.B.
The to-morrow of death ;
of dogma :
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Volney's New Researches in Ancient History’
Vivid Truths; or Three Gods in One,
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Vindication of Thomas Paine. R. Ingersoll.

Value of this Earthly Life. E. B. Avcling.
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Verbatim Report of Four Nights Discussion between Rev. A.
Stewart anil Chas. Watts. Is.
Voltaire's Philosophical Tales, Romances, ami Satires. 3s. fid.
Vatican Decrees (The). By the Rt. Hon. W. E. Gladstone, M.P.

What Was He? or, Asus in the Light of the Nineteenth Century.

Professor Denton. 6s. 3d.

This work presents some of the conclusion» arrived at by
a study pf the gospel accounts of Jesus, and gives a faint
outline of what Paychometry reveals regarding his parentage,
life, and resurrection.
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What is Right1 By the same. fid.
Who are Christiana ! By same. fid*
Where wax Jesus Baptised I M. B. Craven. 2d.
Wolf in Bheep's Clothing. Moses HulL fid.

An ingenious interpretation of the symbols of the Book of
Daniel, and the Apocalypse, together with an argument
against recognising God, Christianity, and the Sabbath in the
Constitution

‘What Must | do to be Saved! Col. Ingersoll. 31
Woman and a Future Life. 3s
What is Christianity ~ T. L. Strange. 3s
Words and Deeds of Joshua Davidson, Christian and Communist.

fid,
What is the Bible? J. T. Sunderland. fis.
Who was Jesus ? C. Bradlaugh 2d.
What did Jesus Teach | Do. 2d,
When were otfr Gospels Written ?  Do. fid.
Were Adam and Eve our First Parente? Do 2-1.
Why am | an Atheist’ or, Theism Criticised; C. Watts. 31
What is a Christian ? E. D. Wary 2d.

What docs Christian Theism Teachf Debate between Harrison
aud Bradlaugh. 8d.
What is Chrlstlanl(y without Christ ?
What is Faith?
Colonso.

F. W. Newman. la.
A Reply to Dr. Baylee's challenge to Dr.
Address«! to all Theologians and Divines. By

A. B. 2«
Worship of Genius, and the Distinctive Character or Essence of
Christianity. Prof. Ullman. 3s.
Words of Truth and Wisdom. Canon Farrar. 4».
Christianity and the human race ; victories of Christianity;
brotherhood of man: conquest over temptation; what
heaven is ; the monks, the hermits, the Martyn ; Seneca and

Ft, Paul, Ac, Ac.

Why | dare not be a Christian E. B. Aveling. 21
Was Jesus Insane? O. W. Foote. 2d.
Who Made the Devil | J. Wright. 3d.
Why | was Excommunicated from the Presbyterian Church.

By H. Barnard. Is.
Youth's Liberal Guidei For their Moral Culture and Religious

Enlightenment. By Prof. H. M. Kottingcr, A.M. 5.

This work aims at the destruction of erroneous theological
views, and Is adapted to the principles aud development of
lilK-ral science.

Advertiaerxien.t>»

MISS SAMUEL
Can bo Consulted on
HEALTH AHO PSYCHOLOGICAL MATTERS.
Personal Interview, 5s.; Advice by Letter, 10s.

Appointments must be made before hand.—Australia
House, Grattan-street, Carlton, opposite Erskine Church.

THOMAS LANG & Co.,
SEEDSMEN AND PLANT MERCHANTS,

52 ELIZABETH STREET, MELBOURNE,
Wish to be joined by a Partner possessing al>out £2000
for the purpose of Extending their Business. Tiny
believe that this would be a desirable and lucrative
investment.

EMPLOYMENT AGENCY.
Notice to Employers of Labour.

The COMMERCIAL AGENCY COMPANY of 65
Pitt Street, Sydney, engage Free of Charge to Employers
(except actual Cash outlay), all kinds of Mechanics,
Laliourers, Household Servants, <fcc.

The best possible Selections are made, and Travelling
Tickets provided when Funds are previously forwurded
by Employers. Established 3 years.

TO INTENDING INVESTIGATOR?.

Persons desiring to Investigate Spiritualism can, upon
forwarding Sixpence in Australian or New Zealand
Stamps to the Office of this Paper, have Directions for
the Formation and Conduct of Circles and other useful
Information sent them.

If One Shilling is sent, Mrs. Britten's valuable Book,
“ On the Road, or the Spiritual Investigator,” will bo
added.
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A New and Valuable Book
MRS. EMMA HARDINCE BRITTEN,

Now rtdy for the Pn-
aa the subscription

nd will be publishrd u toon
list jaatifiea a nrre—nly heavy
expenditure. A large Bro. volume of alout 600 pages,
with  numerous lllustrations, entitled “ Nineteenth
Century Miracles; or Spirits and their Work in every
Country of the Earth.” Tin- author has spent nearly
a quarter of a century in collecting her material, and
spared no expense in authenticating her facts.

The Subscription Price in Melbourne will be
15s. PER COPY, OR FIVE COPIES FOR £3.

InUnding Subscribers are requested to send in their
Names early to Mr. W. H. Tkrry, 84 Rusnell-Street,
MeDoume.

Synopsis of Contents may be had on application.

THE LATE WILLIAM DENTONS

Melbourne Lectures.

The following Lectures, delivered at the Bijou Theatre,
by the late Win. Denton, were Reported and Published
in the Uarbinger of Lioht, from September, 1882, to
February, 1883, and will be sent Post Free to any address
on receipt of 3s:—

L The Philosophy of Death.

The New Religion.

The Way to be Happy.

The Science of Religion.

Prophecies of the Bible.

God in the Light of Science & Common
Sense.

Single Noa 6d. with exception of No. 3, of which there
are only a limited number, Price la

oG wd

CARTE DE VISITE PHOTOCRAPHS OF MR. DENTON, I/.

W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION
SPIRITUALISTS

OFFICE AND READING ROOM;
84 Russell Street, Melbourne.

LECTURES EVERY SUNDAY EVENING

At tub Masomic Hall, LoxsDALE-rraxrr.

OBJECTS:
“The Investigation and Advancement of Spiritual
Truths and Purposes.”

RULES, Etc.,, ON APPLICATION.

ON THE ROAD OR THE SPIRITUAL
INVESTIGATOR.

The undersigned having Purchased at a Low Price from

the Publisher a largo remainder of the atovo Valuable

Work, by MRS. EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN, if
prepared to Soli them at Sixpence per Copy;

Postage, Victoria, 2d; other Colonies, 3d.

W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.
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MRS. MASON, CLAIRVOYANT & HEALER

From Nine to Five ; Fee, 5a 4 llarkly «t., Carlton.

SOUL READING.

Or Piycbolofical DeliDtalion of Chancter.

MRS. A. B. SEVERANCE would respectfully announce
to the public of Australia that those who will amd their
autograph or lock of hair to her, she will give an accu-
rate description of their leading traits of character and
peculiarities of disposition; marked changes in past
and future life; physical disease, with prescription
therefor ; what Imriness they are Iwst adapted to pursue
in order to be successful; the physical and mental adapt-
ation of those intending marriage, and hints to the
inharmoniousiy married.

Address— Mas A. B Skvmancs,
between Church and Prairie Street,
Walworth Co., Wit, U.S., America.

10/6

Centre Street,
White Water,

N.B.—No application will receive attention unless
the fee is sent direct to Mr» A. B. Severance, or to Mr
John Frauenfrider, Wilson Street, Albury, NAW.

NEW BOOKS JUST RECEIVED.

ESOTERIC BUDDHISM: » Pr» »<mtation of the
Occult Philosophy as Taught by the Tihetian Adept« ;
by F. W. Binnett, author of the Occult World. 8 6

Oahnpe: The New Bible, History of the Earth and her
Heavens for the Past 24,000 Years. 900 large Mvo.
pages ; with numerous Illustrations. A most remark-
able book. 37 6

Bible Myths, and their Parallels in other Religions;
Iwing a comiianion of the Old and New Testament«
Myths and Miracles with those of Heathen Nations of
Antiquity. Illustrated. 20

Whence! What!| Where! 6 3

Fruit and Bread Man's Natural Diet 5

The Bible of the Religion at Science: H. 8. Brown»
M.D. 7 6.

Marriage and IHvovce; or th Divorce Question ; by
Alfred E. Giles. 6d.

Ingcraolliirn ami Christianity ; by J. M. Peebles, \1. D.
M

Lectures; by Mrs. Severance. 9d. mi

Physianthropy ; or the Home Cure and Eradn-ation of
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