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Death has been busy of late in the Spiritualistic ranks. 
Within little more than a year, quite a number of its 
representative men have fallen before his resistless hand, 
and although moot of them were mature, some at least 

were from our point of view " not ripe for the sickle.”
First, Zöllner, the courageous German Professor, whose 

work on "Transcendental Physics,” or Phenomenal 
Spiritualism, startled the propriety of the ssrsM, who 
being unable to dispute the method and results of his 
experiments (fortified as they were by his confreres), 

took advantage of his decease to circulate a rumour as to 
his sanity daring the latter part of his life. Next, the 
veteran journalist and author, Epes Sargent, whose latest 
work "The Scientific Basis of Spiritualism," is a master­
piece of logical argument and irrefragable evidenoe which 

none of tho opponents of Spiritualism have attempted 
to dissect This great book was the “ coping-stone " to 

his earthly work, and after it his passage to the higher 

lifo seems natural and timely. Dr. J. R. Newton, the 
world-renowned healer, who for upwards of a quarter of 

a century has aided suffering humanity and performed 
more cures after the apostolic method than probably all 
the apostles did, died at a ripe old ago when his 
wontedj vitality was waning, and his capacity to work 
effectually here diminished. Varley, the great electri, 
cian, who from his profound knowledge of electricity and 
terrestrial magnetism, was able with authority to affirm 
that neither of these forces was adequate to account 
for the Hpiritualistic phenomena which had como under 

his personal observation. He, too, was advanced in 
yean and ready for the reaper. Next, 8. B. Brittan, 
author of “ Man and His Relations,” and long known 
as the " Editor at Large," in which capacity he for years 
devoted his whole energies and great journalistic abilities 

to the correction of popular errors with regard to 
Spiritualism and its rational presentation to the world. 
Though past the ordinary period of prime, he was still 
full of intellectual rigour, and the gap left by him in the 
ranks of the Spiritual army has not yet been filled. 
Nearer home, John Bowie Wilson, the father of Austra- 
tralian Spiritualism; ever to the front as a sturdy and 
unflinching advocate of its philosophy and a powerful 

supporter of all worthy mediums and speakers. He did 
not leave the body until ago and disease had unfitted it 
for any further efficient work. But, last of all, and from 
our human reason, most premature and untimely, death 
has cut off William Denton, one of the most sterling, 

energetic, and efficient reformers of the century. There 
are many men who labour for the acquisition of know­
ledge, and evolve grand thoughts; a less number who 

can evolve and transcrils*  them in appropriate language ; 
but few who, like our friend, have the capacity not only 
to evolve grand ideas, but present them orally to the 
world with force and fluency, tho magnetic influence of 
their words impressing the ideas on the minds of their 

hearers, and often re-echoed by the press, influence 
thousands who, were they published in books alone, would 

never come in contact with them, Denton was
our guest for several months, which gave us special facili­
ties for gauging his character. We found his central idea 
to be the removal of all obstructions to man’s mental 
and spiritual development and the diffusion of a higher 

knowledge of our capacities and destiny. The survival 
of the spirit, the retention of its individual identity and 
power to communicate with humanity, were to him 
undoubted facta, demonstrated by careful and long con­
tinued experiment; but he discredited many communica­
tions purporting to emanate from the minds of eminent 
people in the spirit-world, and believed (as most 
rational Spiritualists do), that a large proportion of the 
physical phenomena presented as Spiritualistic was 
fraudulent It was his intention had he reached his 
home in America to have devoted most of his time to the 
writing of books, for which he had accumulated a large 
amount of material; inde«l he told us on one occasion 
that if he lived another ten years he should write twenty 

volumes It is in this matter that his death seems so 
untimely. During the post twenty yean the exigences 
of platform work and his geological labours absorbed 
so large a portion of his time that little remained for 
literary work, and only three important volumes were 
published by him during the last decade. A large 
amount of valuable knowledge was stored up in his brain 

only waiting favourable opportunity to record and pub­
lish it, and his decease at this juncture seems a national 
calamity. Our vision, however, is a limited one, and 
possibly were we on a higher plane we might see some 
compensatory advantages. As Spiritualists we know 
that it is well with him, and havo reason to think that 

his work for humanity is not yot finished. What ho has 
already done has and will continue to exercise a powerful 
reformatory influence, and we have reason also to believe 

that at least some of his MS8. are in a sufficiently for­
ward state to give hope of their ultimate publication.

We sympathise with his wife and family, who must 
acutely fool the loss of his personal presence; but the 
knowledge that his name and influence still live and are 
cherished by thousands whom he has enlightened, will be 
some solace to them in their bereavement. He has not 

gone to rest, but to renew his labours in a more extended 
field, where he may still be a teacher of humanity.

8YMB0LUM "QUICUNQUE VULT;*

OR,
Tns Athanasian Orbed in thi Colonial Anolican 

Church.

To any one addicted to philosophical rumination, it must 
have presented a sad spectacle to see Bishop Moorhouse 
defeated in his mild attempt to alter so apparently little 
and insignificant a word as " shall ” into another equally 
little and insignificant word " may," or the mandatory 
or imperative mood of an auxiliary verb into its more 
euphonious subjunctive or optative modi». My gentle and 
learned reader understands that I am alluding to a late 
discussion in the Anglican Assembly about the alteration 
of the word " shall ” into " may" in that damnable damna­
tory clause of the Athanasian Creed, which, like so 
many other things, is called Athanasian, because Atha­
nasius hod nothing whatever to do with its composition 
or publication.

This damnably damnatory clause in the tot Juant 
Athanasian Creed runs as follows : “ Which faith (or 
Creed) except every one do keep whole and undefiled, 
without doubt he shall (or, according to Bishop Moor­
house ‘ may*)  perish everlastingly."

And further : " This is the Catholic faith (or creed), 
which, except a man believe faithfully, he cannot be 
saved ; alias: extra hone fidfm et eecl+tiam Cafkoltca*  
nulla talut that is, outside of this Creed, and the
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Catholic Church, there u no salvation for the human aouL 
Our democratically inclined and very liberal Bishop of 
Melbourne had, then, not the power to alter so small an 
item aa is implied in the exchange of one monosyllable 
for another monosyllable even in adocument proved to be a 
forgery committed in the age of Charlemagne, more than 
one thousand yearn ago. Who would be a Bishop or 
overseer of a Christian flock of sheep at such a price f It 
must have been galling and mortifying to the dominant 
dignity of the worthy Prelate to find himself in a mi­
nority in ao important a matter, and one might truly aay 
with the initial words of thia would-be Athanaaian 
symbol, Quictm^ae vult-epitcopiu ett, or, whoever desires 
to be a bishop may be a bishop, or at least, out-vote a 
bishop. I suppose the bishop would call this democracy 
ecclesiastical, or democracy in the Church. I feel in­
clined to call it an ecclesiastical farce enacted liefore high 
heaven which might make angels weep. A document 
which has l>rcn proved to lx> as spurious aa the “ donation 
of Constantine," and the infamous sacerdotal forgery 
of the " decretals ’’ must then be kept up intact on th< 
verge of the twentieth century of universal civilisation 
in order to satisfy the bigotry and ambition to rule of a 
majority of clergymen of the Anglican persuasion. I 
for one truly sympathise with our good and learned 
Prelate, who seems somehow to court defeat at the hands of 
his sub-pastors; for it is not long ago that the same erudite 
and pious divine sustained an equally signal defeat when 
he wanted to persuade the miners and farmers of Vie 
toria that praying for rain during the dry season is of 
no avail; nay, on the contrary, an offence to Almighty 
God, who endowed us with reason enough to know that 
the laws of nature, which are also the laws of God, cannot 
be altered, or violated, by the fervent prayers of all 
Christendom on its knees. Well, the su Upas tors would 
not have it, and the Bishop had to cave in, although 
it pleased the rationalistic farmers and miners, and it 
seemed to agree with their democratical wishes and 
tendencies. But why did it not please his sub-pastors T 
For the simple reason, Iwcause the su I »-pastors wen- 
alarmed at the gigantic revolutionary step on the tiart 
of their beloved but erring Bishop, and they trembled 
lest-their occupation might go with the abolition of pray­
ers, the offering of which, according to the Bishop, is a 
source of displeasure to God himself and to human 
reason in the bargain. The sub-pastors of our Bishop 
naturally caine to the most sagacious conclusion tliat, 
although thoir prayers for rain might remain unfultilh-d, 
they would ba rewarded for offering them by a shower, if 
not of water, at least of the good things of this earth, in 
the shape of loaves and fishes. Who could blame them 
in a community so democratically inclined as Vic­
toria is 1

But to return a nor moutotu. May I be allowed to 
ask the momentous question, what has modern Christi­
anity come to, if we may not alter with impunity so small 
a word as " shall ** into its softer “ may ; ** nay, if we are 
not permitted to brush from the face of the earth, and 
to obliterate from the minds of men hungering for the 
truth and for light, the whole document of the A than 
asian Creed, which Dr. Swainson, in his celebrated 
volume on the Creeds (1875), has proved to be a vile 
forgery and imposition, and which we now know to have 
appeared for the tint time authoritatively in the prayer­
book of Charles the Bald, about a; d. 8701

What could the dictator of heresiarchs, the holy 
Athanasius, say if his spirit could appear amongst us I 
Would he not voto with Dr. Moorhouse's minority 
against the suli-pastors, and send them to everlasting 
perdition for so olutinately supporting a document 
forged by some unscrupulous monk of the middle or 
dark ages! And what would Jesus Christ himself say to 
these trembling sub-pastors for fathering on him the 
doctrines of a forged faith which is no more his than that 
of holy Athanasius! Can blasphemy and absurdity 
reach a higher climax than this ! 1 trow not.

Taking, then, the dealings of official sacerdotalism 
with matters like these, whether Nicene creeds. Apostles' 
creeds, or Athanasian creeds, as a criterion or standard 
to judge the now existing incrustations of religious sys­
tems, and the different unchristian theologies by, the

conclusion is involuntarily and naturally forced upon us 
that the best religions of all nations, emanating originally 
from the purest and most exalted minds, are always sad 
invariably, in the eourwof a very few short agre or 
generations, converted by self seeking men in power into 
essentially false religions and bastard growths, until every 
vestige and spark of the original spirit of the doctrines 
of their founders has totally disappeared Into such a 
false position has, now-a-days, our srxaJIed Christian 
religion worked itself, and the pillars of this aposta'e 
church are evidently more concerned a lout the mainten 
ance of certain irrational dogmas and mind-killing cere­
monies than about the lancful influence it exerts upon 
the moral character of its devotees To throw overboard 
such man made dogmas as those of the unholy Trinity, 
of the scandalously immaculate conception, of eternal 
damnation, of the deification of the man Jr«us, and of 
the dogma of the sanguinary atonement, which is equally 
unjust to lioth God and man, would in the eyes of selfish 
and bigoted priest*  and rulers of the mod«-rn syi.agngw«M 
imply a far greater daxiger to the church of our day than 
the d<liberate violation of the eternal injunction of the 
divinely human Jesus: to lore God alove all, and our 
neighbour as ourselves I often thought it a gnat pity that 
Thomas Carlyle had not undertaken the heroic task .of 
writing a history—a true history—of the Christian 
Church, in the same outspoken and iconoclastic spirit 
in which he wrote that of the so-called Great French 
Revolution. Had he done so, immense h««a|m of rubbish 
would, by this time, have disappeared ; heaps of seal'*«  
would have fallen from our poor eyes. Our early 
fat hern and forgers of holy New Testaments, our 
early bishops, who settled some of the most revolting 
dogmas of the Church, r/ hoc frnut omsrof pious impos­
tors, from Simon Magus down to the evil-cyixl Pio Non», 
would have appeared in their true colour*,  and lost their 
saintly haloes surrounding their heads in the «wtimation 
of an enlightened populace. But it was not to be; ami 
Carlyle, with all his courage, defying falw Gods as well 
as false or sham kings, knowing and worshipping Jesus 
as few r.en knew and worshipped him, had not the daring 
to rend the black veil behind which ao many supposed 
divine mysteries are hidden. Gibbon certainly possessed 
some of the necessary qualifications for such an enter­
prise, and has given us a taste of hi*  quality in this 
respect, but his learned sneers lacked the enthusiastic 
fire of a Carlyle, and consequently tailed to produce the 
same impression as the prophetic soul of the seer of 
Ecclefechan would have produced in this, os lie did in his 
other historical works. Moreover, the age in which 
Gibbon wrote his grand history .of Rome's decay, was 
not yet strong enough to bear the fierce electric light 
thrown by him on what is considered its most holy and 
sacred interests ; anil the satisfaction offered by Gibbon 
for the soul poisoiu&f a superstitious creed, with a Phan 
sale and timeserving sacerdotalism for it*  father, and 
a priest muZun-d ignorance of the people fur its mother, 
missed its effect in his day.

But, if 1 read the signs of the times aright, the present 
solemn attitude of cokl indiffrrence on tin- part of tie­
official Church of Christ towards timely reforms in co'- 
por» ft tueaib'U of its constitution, and the stubhom 
conservative callousness towards the unsatisfied feelings' 
and earnest cravings of the p*-ople  on the |>art of modern 
Popes, bishops, and pastors, in or out of «ecumenical 
councils, synods and church assemblies, will nut Im- tolerated 
much longer, and their churches not only may, but with­
out a doubt thall be everlastingly deserted and damnrd, 
and the “ (¿utrunqu*  cult ” of Pseudo Athanasius will in 
future ages Im> used as a paraphrastic surer, moaning that 
every one will then be his own church, poj«-, bishop, and 
pastor, with one God of love for all, and without priests 
of any sort over them as despotic spiritual rulers and 
pervrrters of the letter to the detriment of the spirit, 
which alone is and constitutes life. Tie- true popes, 
bishops, and shepherds of the religion of the future will 
bo mankind's best thinkers, reformers, and workers, held 
together by one common bond of human fraternity, and 
who, unconcerned about holy Biblea, revised or unre vised, 
will read the will of God in the eternal law*  of his work, 
Nature, and teach their congregations to olsterve them 
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religiously and conscientiously ; the stereotyped deca*  
(ague of Moses and an unprogressive Jehovah will, in the 
hand*  of such thinker*,  reformer*,  and labourers, sMumc 
hr vaster dimensions ; the number of its commandments 
will be steadily increased in accordance with the pro­
gress and the discoveries made in God's unbounded and 
holy temple of universal Nature, and ten thousand times 
ten new commandments, implying as many fresh and 
newly discovered eternal verities, will take the place of 
the now obsolete and petrified decalogue of a half- 
forgotten civilisation of backward and stiffnecked 
Hebrews, who at one time made, or attempted to make, 
a monopoly of monotheism as they now do of money 
matters.

• There are many more generally instructive and philosophical 
than thia, but this point» more to an individual or individuals 
controlling the hand of the medium, who was comparatively new 
to the subject, and exercised no conscious volition, the caligraphy 
being distinct from hi* own.

Let, therefore, all true hearted Spiritualists hail the 
day of the second advent of a Saviour of human society 
now so deeply sunk in the mire of a degraded materialism 
—a materialism which show*  its cloven hoof not only in 
the ranks of the now dominant leaders of religious 
thought, but also in those of modern science and philo­
sophy. Let us once for all disperse this dense double 
cloud lank of a crass materialism, the true plague-spot 
of our age, and Spiritualism, new-born, will shine out 
again as cheerfully and cheeringly as the sun does after 
a long day of chilling rain !

Benalla, Oct. 19th, 1883. 0. W. ROHNER. 

• ESOTERIC BUDDHISM.

Coitfhidfd.
In reviewing any ordinary philosophic work it is cus­
tomary to criticise the writer, examine his postulate*,  
and analyse his theories, Irot the work under notice is an 
exceptional one ; it professes to lie a complete philosophy 
of the universe, and the author, Mr. Sinnet, merely | 
claims to have presented to the beat of his ability what 
has liern given to him by hia masters, who we are 
given to understand are the sole poawssors of reliable 
Esoteric knowledge, comprehending the mysteries of the 
spiritual and material universe.

I have no fault to find with the manner of its presenta­
tion, indeed I opine there are few men who could have 
presented such an abstruse subject in so simple and com­
prehensive a form. What I have to review, then, is the 
Occult Philosophy, which is now authoritatively put 
liefore us by its high priests, the adept Brothers of Tibet. 
I do not question the existence of these " wise men of 
the east,'1 nor doubt their possession of transcendental 
knowlcdgeof the hidden forces of nature and psychological 
laws. Apart from the evidences of this, that have come 
under my notice, it is not unrcasonablo to assumo that 
men who have devoted a lifetime to the uninterrupted 
pursuit of spiritual studies should be much better posi­
tioned to understand and teach on Psychological subjects 
than those who have, even under tho most favourable 
circumstances, only devoted a portion of their timo to 
like studies, and were the results of their labour*  pre­
sented simply on their merits, with some particulars as 
to the modut optrnndi of their attainment, and corrobor­
ativo evidence of their reliability, I am inclined to think 
they would meet with far greater consideration and more 
general acceptance than they will under present circum­
stances; we can only judge of it in the light of reason and 
experience, or accept it in blind faith on authority. As 
a Freethinker 1 can only adopt the former course, ac­
cepting that which commends itself to my reason or intui­
tion, and rejecting or holding in suspense those things 
which are opposed to my experience, at least until it can 
1« demonstrated to me by superior evidence that my 
experiences were unreliable and my assumed facts hallu 
cinations.

The axiom that a chain is no stronger than its weakest 
link applies in tho present instance, and I purpose show­
ing what appear to me, from my present standpoint, 
some weak and faulty links in the chain upon which the 
system hangs, admitting at the same time that there are 
many strong and symmetrical ones, and that all are 
admirably linked together. Passing over the classifica­
tion of the principles entering into the constitution of 
man and the proportion of them that are dissipated at 
death, which at this juncture I am not prepared to dis­

pute, although no proof is given of its correctnom, 1 
come to the manifestation of these principles, and par­
ticularly to the condition of the individuality, the * Ego,” 
immediately after the dissolution of the physical body. 
This we are told (with very few exceptions) passes into 
a subjective state of existence, where it is not cognisant 
of what is going on on earth, and incapable of communi­
cating with its inhabitants.

Now, it is impossible for myself or the thousands of 
careful students of spiritual phenomena, who have for 
many years past been recipients of evidence through at 
least four of their senses that intelligences whom Uiey 
have intimately known in the body still pursue a constant 
individualiz'd existence and uniformly testify to the 
objectivity of their lifr and the refined materiality of 
their surroundings, exhibiting the same characteristics, 
tho same sympathy for those who were dear to them in 
this life, and as a rule a greater solicitude for the welfare 
of humanity than when in the physical form, to accept 
the occult theory’ in its entirety.

The only explanation given for the varied phenomena 
called spiritual is, that they are produced by the middle 
0e of man, the " animal soul," from which the 

principle», containing the rasf “Ego," has forever 
deported. (This is described as a kind of " shell" ani­
mat'd by a spurious consciousness); secondly, by "ele­
mentáis"- semi-intelligent creatures of the astral light— 
and suicides or persons who, having died an unnatural 
and sudden death, have been unable to free themselves 
from the more material part of their nature.

To the uninitiated in spiritual phenomena this explana­
tion might suffice ; it is wider than the Christian one, 
which only offers devils (!) to account for them, but 
miserably inadequate to account for at least thirty per 
cent, of the phenomena I am myself familiar with and 
the published experiences of some of the roost careful 
scientific olsM-rvers of similar phenomena in other parts 
of the world.

We are told that the "animal soul," to which the 
major part of spiritual phenomena is attributed, "has 
no power in it to take on new ideas and initiate courses 
of action IxMcd thereupon; but the intelligences which 
come to me do original«' new ideas and initiate courses of 
action no base for which could be found either in my 
mind or the minds of any one present, and many well 
written volumes testify to similar experience on the part 
of others. Moreover, we are distinctly told the persons 
who commit suicide, or who are victims of sudden df-ath, 
who it is admitted can and do communicate " do so at 
their own heavy cost, as it draws them lower and lower 
till they lieconm demons of gluttony, etc., provoking 
their victims to crime." Now, I happen to have an inti­
mate connection with a spirit of this class, certainly a 
victim of sudden death, pottthly a suicide. The inter­
course commenced twenty-three years ago, within two 
years of the said spirit’s transition to the other world, 
and has been continued at intervals up to the present 
tiiq^ and the communications literally and intrinsically, 
breides the testimony of numbers of clairvoyants and 
seers, all go to prove that this spirit, instead of l*ing  
drawn lower, has been steadily progressing to higher 
conditions of refinement, knowledge, and happim*as.  I 
have sat periodically, for many years, associated with 
literary and professional men, earnest and careful investi­
gators, with intellects considerably above mediocrity, and 
have held communion through numerous media—clair­
voyant, trance, writing, and impressions! — with what 
purported to be (and gave in many instances strong 
proofs of their so being) spirits of men who had occupied 
human forms in this world, and who displayed wisdom 
lieyond that of either medium or circle, and who insist 
that their state of existence is objective, and that they 
are drawn to this world by active sympathy with its 
inhabitants. I take almost at random a page or two 
from a aeries of automatic writing*  received more than 
t wenty years since: —•
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" The harmony of our sphere when it reaches your» 
ii to tu m it were again re-echoed Ixck in a very faint, 
degree, but we experience unutterable joy in it« mani­
festation. TTie harmony of the spheres will form a series 
of subjects at another time ; we shall not at once enter 
on so vast a subject, and only refer to it as being apropos 
to circumstances now existing. We may notice, however, 
that the harmony alluded to is characteristic of the 
spirit’s development and general condition of being. It 
involves the whole of the causes leading to so great and 
grand an effect, and also of course where manifest in any 
degree. An orderly and good life throughout is only a 
small manifestation of the harmony constituting our 
.ties of common or ultimated concord. All good is 
united; all truth arranged, and appears to us as mighty 
chords of harmonious melody. The golden harp and so 
forth alluded to in spiritual writings are significant of 
the same. The world as a whole is fast progressing in a 
preparative, or rather a process more to be regarded as 
an ordeal, for the opening of such a close affinity or con­
dition for communicating with our world as will make 
mtrked difference in its spiritual and moral condition. 
There may appear but very little sign of it externally 
but it exists nevertheless. There could not be a chance 
for us to communicate to you, we could not approach 
your earth, were there not on the whole certain favourable 
conditions and circumstances. They may be said to 
occur or exist as an oasis of the desert, and even they 
could not occur only as belonging to the general favour­
able condition of the earth’s inhabitants. We do not 
wish you to parade, as it were, what we are writing to 
you, as any mark of your progress. It is not so. It is 
the result of a grand mind-movement and advancement; 
the foundation of heavenly happiness rests on that liasis. 
Do not regard any arbitrary construction of what you 
may not clearly comprehend, as the light to view our 
writings in. It is better to wait; it will prove itself to 
you afterwards, perhaps soon. We wish to be under­
stood, however, to say that you may not consider the 
opportunity that we have embraced in your circle as any­
thing extraordinary belonging to yourselves, but we 
consider it your duty not to hide it. The more who are 
interested in it the better; none will be at all so who 
love not Good and Truth. You may in what we always 
endeavour to show at all times, more or less, that the 
most trifling circumstance is often an insurmountable 
oUtacle to us.

“We are but too eager to avail ourselves when any­
thing of a favourable opening offers ; the general sphere 
is not good to-night, and prevents us getting out of an 
entanglement of superficial generalities It is useless to 
continue longer on the present occasion, yet «be not dis­
couraged ; you have in yourselves a great deal to over­
come. We may say, and we think it has always been 
understood by you, that being few in numbers the con­
dition of each one is of more importance. Good night.”

Is this the language of a “shell,’’ an “ elementary," or 
a “ suicide t*  My reason repels the idea.

With regard to the seven principles of man—the 
planetary chain, the progress of the human tide-waves, 
and Buddha, there is nothing to back what is said on 
these subjects but the authority of the adepts; and 
although we are told that they “ know all that takes 
place and how it takes place,” not only within our solar 
system, but a long way outside of it, we unfortunately 
have no proof of this, and from the very nature and 
habit of my mind I cannot (nor do I believe any one 
with analagous experiences could) accept the stupendous 
claims of the adept Brothers without substantial proof. 
I must admit that the scheme is a grand one, which no 
ordinary mind could conceive, and were it not for the 
weak links which destroy its cohesion, it would from a 
theoretical point of view be attractive to me, but in the 
face of the claim of infallibility, the weaknesses referred 
to destroy the stability of the structure, and only enable . 
me to pick some building material from amongst the 
many symmetrical blocks used in its construction—an 
example which I think may be advantageously followed 
by other Spiritualists who travel over the same ground.

SPIRIT COMMUNICATIONS.
Pirrsn pan a to« tteo«rtotol «te» »«s •* —■ r.i

ortbe I—fc torU of Sptrltustota ■■■rtolH te*tterr  ante tto W 
opmbw up and inaliitaJuln*  prñ-Tdtr intarrour^ «nh lU «*nt  «nrta 
Uwir oM«« ito aptrl uaJ «.< oT tte. nrrta- tto
ot knowMg» Md e«livhtMUMni far ad (to ¿sCtaTrf

■riti.«. both to teuto and toXetoStoXd*lu»C5l2í>?  teLX^n. 

wrrr drwiofwd Rome of tto vrttta« e» ■ tounteMtn». -rw m>M*M  
la Ito aaHr asatom aT tto ffa^aivr. teat tto te«M» iilr—ii am 
hrtn« rvpnrlad far a m«MtdrfabU ttnw am pvuaarwd. OaaMtaaalb. 
teovmar. a rrpnrtrr • arrrtaa« vrrv atailatefa. aad a n»»terr af M R. 
onnaMiiw of tectarm and dfaeourw« an «vIKtuai. aarai »nd MntMr 
•uhtarte to»» amaniatad, to «tete*  it i> ia»ii dafaahto to 
pubiidty Tto te*i-a  atactod far puHieatinn wrr» rlna Sarto« tto 
vtara Ito It; tto «nt of Um arotaw^dly tex tto mdl at tto teteJda 
klltedaon. M il, FA X. -ho «Era fa tto tend; «a» . totality ka««a to 
onanftha oMnt toantem of Ute etrrte, Ute totality. of tto
(■■trlltomeM «teo dwtetad tto matter «Metí «r Inland to pabfaA to ad 
Uttte Boneul. tto cotaBuatentto«. anart te» ludgad fey Uadr lutrtator 
merit. which cannot to enhanced by authority.

Dr. E.—One of the most interesting facta connected 
with physiological and psychological research is that 
the farther we pursue our investigations into thea<*  
remarkable sciences, the more plainly we discern 
the existence of a principle of correspondence l>etween 
physiological and psychological phenomena There 
may seem to be exceptions to the rule, I mt those are 
apparent exceptions, and not so in reality. Let us carry 
the rule further, and apply it to the connection het ween 
the mental activity and brain-action of a inediumistic 
organisation when subject to the phenomena of spiritual 
communication, ami the mental action and brain-changes 
of the usual human cerebral organisation which arise 
from physical sensibility. Though in both these cases a 
marked distinction is olaervable (that a marked dis­
tinction would be easily observable lietween two such 
opposite sets of phenomena may be readily imagined), 
the distinction between the action of mind and the 
changes in the cerebral organisation from physical 
sensibility and its oltedience to spiritual laws is far 
greater than is generally supposed. Neither anatomical 
nor physiological researches in your life will reveal a 
simple operation of mind. A simple ojm* ration of mind 
is a subject of greater complexity to thinkers in your 
life than the ahatrusest problems of science. Physiologists 
and psychologists may theorise correctly as to the 
results in the mind from the operation of certain causes, 
but then these causes must come under the operation of 
the laws of physical phenomena. Now, Ix-ar this in 
mind, causation, which is really but imperfectly under­
stood, (that is, what is causation) is the result of the 
properties of one liody acting upon the properties 
of another. Now, physiologists will of count*  say that 
if tire 1*  brought in contact with the human Imtly pain 
will result, and anguish of mind follow. The pain is the, 
cause of the mental action, but fire cannot be said to be 
the cause of the pain, because pain is not an attribute of 
the fire, but an attribute of the body acted on l>wli<- fire. 
There are inany objects which could l»e subject«? to the 
action oy fin*  without pain resulting, then-fore the 
iik-hMÍT” anguish follows upon the pain arising from 

^physical sensibility in the human body caused by the 
operation of fin*  changing the arrangements- of its 
molecular atoms. Then there are exception« even to 
this law of connection between mind, physical sensibility, 
and external phenomena. Then*  are well authenticated 
records left by credible witnesses that in the early times 
many martyrs suffered, not torture, for that did not 
exist, but jtassed through the ordeal by fin*,  in w^iich 
neither pain nor mental anguish followed. You will re­
member the case of the young female Christian martyr 
who for three days consecutively was subjected 
to the ordeal of fire, and who smiled with com­
placency when the supposed torture was at its height. 
Coming closer to our own times, you remember that 
Bishop Latimer held his hand in the flames, that hand 
which had signed his recantation. He thrust it into 
the flames, and watched it burning, whilst the only words 
which issued from his lips were, “That unworthy hand !*  
No symptom of pain, no manifestation of mental anguish, 
save such as aroso from the memory of what he con­
sidered his human frailty, or the frailty of his spirit. 
How account for these apparent exceptions! The con-> 
ditions of existence Itelonging to our life enalde us to 
sec these operations of mind, and to discriminate many 
distinctions which psychologists and physiologists in your 
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life atb unable to discern. Now in these cases we can 
imagine that the disturbances proceeded only .to the 
nervtxentrca, and were not propagat'd tn the cerebral, 
although in the nonual condition—that is, when I say 
normal state, I mean under the usual conditions—they 
would have been so transmitted.

Wo all of us admit that, under the usual conditions, 
mental activity, brain action, and physical sensibility 
cannot be considered apart, but mental activity and 
brain action can exist apart from physical sensibility 
even in the human life, and what is still stranger, 
physical sensibility from brain organisation or mental 
action. These are facts which I will demonstrate 
further on. I remarked in the earlier portion of these 
communications that the laws of psychical phenomena 
were analogous to the laws of physical phenomena. We 
may look upon this as the law of correspondence. At 
the close of my preceding remarks on the subject of the 
connection between mediumistic brain organisation and 
the phenomena of spiritual communication, 1 alluded to 
the two forms of thought which arise from the variation 
in the extent and diffusion of the wave of agitation which 
passes over the cerebrum from the wave of spiritual 
thought I termed the variation in result from these 
waves the acute and the massive. As there are those 
present to whom this definition may not Iwing any 
precise knowledge, for their benefit I bojw to explain 
with sufficient clearness, so as to prevent any misuiidcr- 
standing, the difference which arises, ami may poasibly 
serve as a guide to an analysis of future sensations 
physical and mental. An acute sensation may be 
termed a localised, a massive sensation u general. A 
bunt will produce an acute sensation, whilst warmth will 
produce a massive. Neuralgia produces un acute 
sensation, whilst dys|M'psiu produces a massive. Indeed, 
all physical sensibility may bo reduced to these two 
differences of sensations, and is applicable to all the 
semu-k. Let us look at it first in the combination 
between external phenomena ami mental phenomena. A 
landscape rxptvap-s in the mind extension, solidity, and 
colour. Extension and solidity an- massive sensations, 
whilst colour is acute. But if we go into an analysis of 
sensation from colour (Jienomena we find that black pro­
duces a massive sensation, ami indeed so do all the lower 
tones or deeper colours, such as dark vioH*t,  dark blue, 
Um very deepest shades in crimson, but all the lighter 
colours produce acute sensations. I remarked that this 
Uieory of sensation can Im applied to the live M|M-ciulis<'d 
senses ; the slireik of u seabird will produce an acute 
sensation, the sound of Un*  wavre a luassivu ; the scream 
of a human living will produce an acute sensation, whilst 
the shouting of the multitude will produce a massive. 
An acid will produce on the gustatory nerves an acute 
sensat ou, whilst the staph' artich's of food, such as bread 
and meat, unless rendered pungent by the addition of 
acid, will produce massive sensations, ami even with the 
addition of acid will only produce a modified acute and 
modified massive sensation, the one helping to neutralise 
thu other. The artificial scent manufactured on your 
earth, with very rare exceptions, produces an acute 
sensation on Um olfactory nerve«; the fragrance of a 
Hower produces an acute sensation, whilst the closeness 
of n house will produce the massive. There are different 
states of the atmosphere which produce massive 
sensations, and there arc exceptions which produce 
acute, or rather the sensation from them is so modified 
that it may Im* termed rather the acute than the massive.

[The store should hare precolrd the «cowl portion at mm- 
muhicatioti »a |>agv 1X0, commencing - Itcforv I pre» oft,'' Ac.]

Continu'd from Pagr. SMI.
Even more, there have been bom encephalous monsters 
of the human race. I nman children in whom the 
brain has liven completely absent who have |M>Mmsscd 
physical sensibility to the full, who have felt hunger 
and have sucked, who have felt cold and have cried, the 
pupils of tlm ryes would dilate in the absence of light, 
and contract if it were passed close across them. They 
have struggled and have moved uneasily if a great noise 
were made close to them, and when undergoing the 

necessary attentions of infancy they have cried and 
struggled If tho feet or legs were touched they would 
bo drawn away, the face would pucker, and a cry would 
issue ; and so of Um other parts of the body. There we have 
physical sensibility in a human being to the full, but 
where is mind 1

Now lot us reason inversely. Persons bom blind, 
deaf and dumb have been more highly intellectually 
endowed than oven the average intellectually developed 
human being who possesses the five senses in full. I will 
give a rather peculiar case which came under my notice 
some years ago in London. A gentleman well known, 
and holding a high official position, possessed neither legs 
nor arms. Only the trunk and head were developed, and 
yet he was noted for the boldness and clearness which 
characterised his writings, also for the vigor of outline 
and delicacy of touch which characterised his drawings. 
I was going to say he drove “ a four in-liand," but that 
would lie a paradox. 1 will remark that 1 have seen 
him drive four spirited horses through the crowded Streets 
of London with a skill and precision that many trained 
individuals possessing hands and amis might well envy, 
lie rode, he hunted, and his abilities as a statesman and 
farsightedness as a politician were universally known. 
That was not the triumph of the forces of mind over the 
forces of matter, but the triumph of the forces of mind 
over the alarncc of matter. Ah I those who will persist 
in thinking that material forces are spiritual forces, do 
so because that is in accordance with the constitution of 
their minds. It was an old saying, amongst the ancients 
that the owls always declared the eagle was blind, 
because they saw Inuit in the dark, and we know that 
in the antique modes of thought the owl was an ornitho­
logical emblem of wisdom, and the eagle of ambition. 
Therefore, since the ancient mode of thought cannot err, 
we will say that wisdom sees light in darkness, and 
ambition, which soars towards the sun of truth, is blind. 
It wen*  in vain that we should reason with them, we 
cannot charm into existence their spiritual vision charm 
we never so wisely, but I shall conclude this present 
portion of my subpct by bringing to your notice the 
Imautiful epigram of the great thinker, who under appro­
priate conditions makes himself visible to the medium. 
Plato, the physician of souls, the mighty thinker of the 
past, a]WMtrophiscd his soul thus:—

•• ThoU canst gnx«1 upon the stars my soul, yet If I could to
Yon starry wki<*->  with iIiduhsikI eyes, I could not giuc ou thee.

The following poom was given by a different control 
Iteforc th« usual communication with which it is 
unconnected

“ Waxixo ix SriRiT-LirK.”

“ The world wa» then.- 1« low me iu the night ;
Unchanged fell down ujou me the stan' light ;
With won to | harmony marched all the hear coir tost,
Not one the Iras, nor in the Spiritual skv was one truth lost;
Starry infflia sublime ' Numberless and wondrous I 
bhcildiiif rars of SUritual light on the dark world under us. 
So when in «loath, from underneath thy fret,
Holls the world of human life, shadowy and fleet ;
When I ton hast clmcd the outer, but to ope the inner eye, 
Ixxik thou then upward, and athwart the Spiritual sky : 
Thou too »toll see God's truth greeting thee familiarly,
Thou thru caret watch the niat-h of life, and see th« soul's 

great destiny.
Thou ton shall sec that human life
Mast mixAl ever to with strife.
Nor can pain and sorrow co«,
Till the human breath
1» stillnl iu death.
Then flows area ml our Esther’s peace.*'

Dr. E.—The first portion of my remarks at our last 
Thursday evening’s sitting may be termed an analysis of 
tlie law of com*s|)ondenc<*,  in which I trust I proved to 
your satisfaction the striking analogy between spiritual 
and physical phenomena. But correspondence is not 
identity, therefore I spoke of a marked distinction. 
The second portion was an analysis of the law of diffusion, 
sensations diffused over different areas producing different 
results. The third may be called an analysis of the la*  
of definite number*.  In the fourth, I think I demon­
strated with precision and clearness that meutal 
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phenomena cannot be due to physical sensibility, as it 
is a great axiom of physical scientists that all knowledge 
is founded on observation of facta. I have shown that 
in the case of idiotcy we have physical sensibility to the 
full, and brain organisation, but an absence of the 
manifestations of mind. The astute disciple of pure 
physical science may assert that the phenomenon of 
idiotcy may be attributed either to imperfect structure 
of the cerebral organisation, or it may be attributed to 
cranial formation, or morphological development, to 
small cranial capacity, to differences in molecular arrange­
ment, to differences in the arrangement of the convolu­
tions, showing a departure from the ordinary human 
type. My friends, physical scientists boast that the 
study of physical science compels a rigorous logic, and it 
is one of the rules of their rigorous logic, one sternly 
maintained by one of the greatest physicists of modem 
times—I allude to our friend the great astronomer— 
never to multiply causes unnecessarily. Now I say to 
the advocates of materialism that the onqt probandi lies 
with those a ho are misled by false deductions from the 
study of "matter to adopt such absurd hypotheses. 
Anatomy does not verify a single one. If they would 
but extend the range of their observations, the knowledge 
which arises from observation of facts would tell them 
that every variety of cranial configuration and every 
degree of capacity is compatible with idiotcy. Let them 
extend their range of observation in the opposite direc­
tion, and thev will find every variety of cranial con­
figuration and every degree of capacity in connection 
with human intelligence. Let them extend their obser­
vations to anatomical researches, and they will find in 
the phenomena of idiotcy every variety of structure, the 
same differences in weight, the same symmetry of convo­
lutions, which mark the brain of an intelligent being

But there is a broad line of demarcation to l>e drawn 
h-tween the intelligent l>eing and the idiot There is a 
grand link wanting in the chain of phenomena which 
constitute the ordinary intelligent human lieing. There 
is a chasm to be tilled up. Now, bpth observation and 
anatomy show that the combination of material causes 
which materialists assert produce the phenomena of 
mi/id is present in the case of the idiot Then where, I 
ask, is mind 1 Why this awful divergence in nature f 
My friends, this is too solemn and painful a subject to 
lie treated in a light manner, otherwise I fed tempted to 
bring the great art of banter to bear upon their ahaurd 
hypotheses It is a marvellous weapon when skilfully 
handled, and would serve me nearly as well as severer 
reasoning to do what I mean to do—to pillory their 
logic to cut through their thick shield of materialism, 
to strip their theories bare, and to make of their hypo­
theses laughing-stocks. It is a marvellous weapon, and 
highly destructive, but it requires to be most delicately 
handled to prevent it becoming a very rude instrument 
of intellectual warfare, and I think it is right that in 
disputing we should ever remember never to transgress 
the laws of courtesy. It would lie well if disputants on 
earth would exercise a little forbearance in their intel­
lectual warfan*,  or shall I rather say, wordy battles, for 
I have often found that the warfare of those who did so 
transgress these laws savours more of wordiness than 
intellectuality. Each one thinks that he is in the right, 
and, by inverse logic, because he is in the right his 
opponent must be in the wrong. This is specially 
remarked in disputing over matters of religious belief, 
for there each one thinks, in whatever else he may err, 
his articles of belief are infallible. Ah, dear friends, 
there is no such thing as infallibility. Fallibility 
embraces all things, and there is error everywhere, at 
least thore is a portion of error. Truths are ever 
changing. As we progress, both you and we, we find 
that truths change, and knowledge progresses with the 
change. I invariably found when I was on earth that 
those who knew most were the most liberal in their 
views, and most tolerant of the opinions of others.

I did not intend this digression, but have seized the 
opportunity which presented itself to ask all of you ever 
to reinember in all disputes, but especially disputes con­
cerning religious belief, to exercise forbearance. No 
one can ever force another into his way of thinking, and 

the very vehemence of his opposition will engender 
antagonism, or, what is even worse, hypocrisy. There­
fore I ask of you to give that measure of toleration to 
the views of others which you claim for yourselves.

To return to our subject. I ask the materialist, 
where is mind 1 You assert that mind is a variety of 
functions from a combination of physic il phenomena. 
Very well, materialist, you have there in the idiot tlw 
combination of physical phenomena Very well, material 
ist, you have there in the idiot the combination of 
physical caust*«  which produce that phenomenon known 
as mind—where m mind! Your great axiom tells me 
that all knowledge is founded on the observation of 
the unmistakable fact that the coml>ination at material 
causes which you assert produce mind is here, but the 
mind is absent. The materialist will assert that it is a 
logical deduction that for every result there must be a 
cause. 1, the advocate of Spiritualism, fully concur in 
that opinion. It is one of the rub*  of logic. Then 
there must be, my materialistic opponent axM-rts, a latent 
cause to produce the phenomena of idiotcy. Exactly. 
We are now verging on to the same platform of opinion. 
I concur in all that you have so far asserted. Now, 
according to your rigorous logic, that evrry adequate 
cause must have an adequate result, the coml»ination of 
material causes which produce mind is here; then the 
cause which produces the phenomenon of idiotcy must 
be an immaterial one. And what is that immaterial 
cause! I think I hear my opponent sneeringly ask. I 
answer, arrested psychological development, the im­
material principle undeveloped.

October 6th, 1881.

MISS SAMUEL

This young lady, formerly of Cardiff, and a member of 
the circle there presided over by Sir. K'-es Lewis, in 
which the mediumship of Mr. Spriggs was developed, has 
just arrived in this colony from England. We have 
great pleasure in welcoming Mist Samuel to these shores, 
and more especially as we understand that she has done 
much work’ mon? in a private ami unostentatious, though 
to some extent in a public wav. for the cause to which 
these columns an*  devoted. We extract the following 
particulars concerning this young lady's rather remark­
able career from her address delivered at the farewell 
meeting held in I/mdoii, as they will In*  of intereat to 
our readers. In alluding to her career Miss Samuel did 
so for the purpose of illustrating a universal spiritual 
principle, viz., that the life of*  mankind is directed by an 
Unseen and wise intelligence.- Notwithstanding the 
privations under which she lalioured, she considered that 
a number of advantageous circumstances entered into 
her life. She wnVliom in London, ami at the age of five 
lost her «*y«*>igm.  Her girlhood was spent in New 
York, whepe her health unfortunately broke down, and 
she was"Tu>mp'-ll*-d  to relinquish le*r  arduous studies. 
She was a spirit s«s*r,  but did not know what it meant, 
which kept her mind in a very unhappy state; she was 
in darkness as to the right use of her libdily and mental 
endowments, ami hor’life seemed to pn-x-nt to her an 
unending misery. Quite unexpectedly lu-r |Kirentx moved 
to Cardiff, Wales, an out of the way place, yet, strange 
to say, there she found what she stood in need of, as if 
■he hud been led to it. She lH*came  acquainted with 
Spiritualists, found she was a psychometrist, and thus 
Itcgan to understand her own nature. Undbr the kindly 
direction of Mr. Rees Lewis she Ixs-ame developc«l as a 
speaker. Her coming to London, and contact with Mr. 
Burns, fulfilk-d a statement mad*-  by a s*x*r  in New 
York when a girl, that she would journey to a distant 
country, and meet a certain person, through' which 
channel she would becomo a public sp**aker.  Sir. Burna 
introduced phrenology to her, ond gave her some ideas on 
health. Soon after this Mrs. Billing came to London, and 
her faithful Indian spirit-friend “Skiwaukie,” Is-came 
attached to the Cardiff circle, and used to talk to them 
in the direct voice through the me-linmship of Mr. 
Spriggs. This spirit volunteer«*!  the statement that in 
the future a letter would come from a relative of her 
mother, and through it her family would cross th«? ocean.
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and it would be the greateat change of their live«. Mr. 
Spriggs and Mr. Smart left for Melbourne, and Min 
Samuel went to reside at Brighton, coming to Ixmdon 
occasionally to speak at the Spiritual Institution, 
Goswell Hall, and othrr places. She made the acquaint­
ance of Miss Uhandos Leigh Hunt (Mrs. Wallace) 
and was greatly benefited by her suggestions as to 
hygiene and diet, deriving also great mental advantage, 
thereby becoming prepared, mentally and physically, for 
another change which had leen foreseen by Mr. A 
Duguid. more than a year in advance of its occurrence. 
This seer had lUUtl that she would meet with one who 
would extend to her a helping hand, by which she would 
become self-supporting, alter which, ‘at the season of 
the ripening of the coni," the greatest change would 
occur. The helping hand was extended to her by Mr*  
Tebb, through whom she became a student at the Royal 
Normal College and Academy of Music for the Blind. 
Respecting the great change spoken of, her own 
impression had liven in accord with the statement of all 
seers, that it would occur in that month of August, and 
that she would go abroad, and this conclusion had 
been arrived at by Mrs. Tebb and others, quite in­
dependently. At the close of the season, a few weeks 
previously, a kind and liberal offer had been extended to 
her to remain at the college two years longer, as a 
leading solo contralto singer and pupil teacher. She hail 
thus rradird the arlf sustaining point predicted. Her 
parents resided at Leicester, and she returned home with 
the intention of consulting them, and accepting this 
offer. She was detained at college several days livyond 
the expected time, and, strange to say, on that account, 
arrived in Leicester by the same train that brought an 
uncle from Australia, who had been absent from Euro|>v 
for twenty-six years, and had coiiM-qucntly never seen 
her. This brother of her mother came to England for 
the express purpose of taking her parents to Australia, 
paying all expenses. This prevented the necessity of 
discussing the appointment that had been offered her, 
and she was free to leave at once, without having to 
withdraw from any pre-vngngi-ment. By this the
prediction which hurl been given in the direct voice by 
** Skiwaukie *'  was fulfilled, and at the season of the year 
that hail been anticijiatrd.

Mix*  Samuel arrived hen*  by the sa. ’‘Thame*  "on 
the 16th ult., and although not fully recovered from the 
exhaustion consequent upon a long and stormy voyage, 
she, having made the acquaintance of a few of tin*  
Melbourne friends, held a meeting at her resilience in 
Carlton on the 26th. She delivered a short address, to 
which the crowded state of our columns tliig month will 
not permit of our doing justice, in tin- course of which 
she referred to the impurtahce attached by investigators 
to almormal spirit-control, which tended, she thought, 
tod much to the repression of the individuality, while 
she valuid nioru the influence of spiritual lieings whilst 
engaged in the duties of lift*.  Spiritualism covered a 
much wider field than phenomena und tests merely, for 
the Spiritualist might become familiarised with these, 
and yet bcconiu no better morally und religiously. It 
included the laws of health, dietetics, ami all those 
studies which tend to the elevation of humanity, to the 
enlargement of man's conceptions, and the attain­
ment of trao happiness, while apart from these 
things Kpirilualism was incapable ^>f doing what it is 
competent to perform. The Spiritualist, whether 
talented or not, should endeavour to cultivate and 
develo|H*  every faculty of his nature, and not Is*  satisfied 
to improve hiniM*lf  and his life in one direction alone. 
There wen*,  for instance, other things beside tectotalism, 
other things Iswidu v vgvturianum, to be attended to. 
Bln*  thought Spiritualists were sometimes too harsh in 
their judgments of outsiders. She advocated strongly 
a system of regular self-examination, a candid inquiry 
into the real motives of our d^ly conduct, as an 
important aid to our spiritual progress.

Miss Samuel enlarged upon each of these topics, and 
at the conclusion of her lecture rendered several musical 
•elections moat acceptably, her aim being to make the 
evening pleasant as well as profitaMe. Two large 
volumes were exhibited, being the whole of Hudson 

Tuttle s celebrated work, the “ Armna of Bpiritualum,” 
copied in what is technically known as the “point" 
character (a system of raised writing in use amongst the 
blind) by Miss Samuel heraelf, which must have 
entailed prodigious labour, her object in undertaking this 
work being to aid in the introduction of the truths of 
Spiritualism amongst the blind, works upon that subject 
Is’ing out of their readable reach. She greatly interested 
the friends present by reading a selection from one of 
these volumes.

We understand that it is Miss Samuel's intention to 
carry on similar meetings every Sunday and Wednesday 
evening, for particulars of which see our advertisemt 
columns.

THE A. B. C. OF SPIRITUALISM.

Ma. T. O. Buttox, of Leven, Tasmania, forwards us a 
letter received by him from a reader of the Harbinger, 
from which the following is extracted :—

“ The Harbinger may be very well for those who are 
well advanced in the subjects which it professes to teach, 
but you must be aware there are many like myself who 
object to accept the phenomena of Spiritualism until we 
haw had an opportunity to investigate for ourselves. I 
Imlieve if a small portion of the Harbinger was set 
apart -for the honest investigator, teaching him the ssWim 
operand» of circles, etc., more good would be done than 
by cramming him with argument which in nine cases out 
of trn he has not the capacity to understand. ' I would 
like to use my own eyes and understanding, and not 
those of another. Planchette writing, spirit-rapping, 
table turning, and other phenomena connected with 
Spiritualism may be true, but if I meet two men and 
ask them, one will say * bosh,’ and tlw other proclaim 
them ‘quite true,*  which am I to believe! Now, with 
pro|M*r  instruction is it not pouiblo for mo to sec these 
things and so believe Î The Harbinger fails to help me 
livre. Do you not think that if a social circle wrre 
formed it might help many Î There is a difficulty I know 
of getting together a sufficient number interested in 
th«*  subject'*

The majority of the readers of the Harbinger are 
either admirers of the philosophy, or believers in the 
fact, of Spiritualism, and the A. B. C. of the subject is of 
no interest to them. We have occasionally re-published 
directions for investigators in the conduct of circles, etc., 
but inasmuch that for the small sum. of sixpence more 
printed information than we could find space for in six 
months may lie obtained, it would not be just to our 
suliticribcrs to use any considerable amount of space for 
Illis purpose.

If the writer will take the trouble to question the 
individuals wj|o say « Bosh," and the others who affirm 
the truth orSpiritualism, lie will find in almost every 
instance that the former have never investigated the 
subject, whilst the latter have, and we would point out 
to him that the evidence of one person who hat seen a 
thing is of more value than the opinion of twenty who 
have nut seen it.

We insert a notice to intending investigators, offering 
to send to any part of the colonies directions for 
forming and conducting circles, ami other useful infor­
mation, on receipt of sixpence in |>o*t  stamps ; or, if a 
shilling is sent, we will include Mrs. Britten's valuable 
book, “On tin*  Road," specially prepared for fond fide 
investigators.

Wk have received No. 1 of The Freelhoughl Review, 
a sixteenpage monthly, published at Wanganui, N.Z. It 
contains a number of well-written articles on a Secular­
ists liusis Arguments on “Theism," notices of various 
Frrelhought Societies which have lately come into exist­
ence in New Zealand, one of which, “The Canteriairy 
Free thought Association," has started a Lyceum, and 
Reviews of recently published looks on semi-theological 
subjects, and items of news alout Free thought move­
ment« in other parts of the world.
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VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF 8PIRITUAU8T8.

Tni following is the report of the oommitt«-«' pmcnted 
and adopted at the annual meeting, and referred to in 
oar but issue
La die* axd Gkntlcmkx,—Your committee, in present­
ing to you thar annual report of the doing» of the 
AuaitlJon for the put twelve months, are happy to 
stale tliat a*  far a*  actual work is concerned this year 
has l«cn a very busy one, inasmuch as every Sunday 
evening up to the end of August has been utilised for 
the purpose of holding meetings for lectures, experience 
statement s, Ac. At the commencement of it in 
Septenilivr lust year Mr. Denton was still in possession 
of your plalfonn for a course of twelve lectures, which 
came to an end on October 22nd. Pending the arrival 
from San Francisco of Mrs. E. L. Watson, a celeliraud 
lecturer from that city who had been engaged by your 
committee to follow Mr. Denton, an arrangcim-nt was 
made with the latter to coutinue his lectures for another 
twelve weeks, Mn order to avoid the closing of our 
meeting- and losing the large audiences that nightly 
throng»-«! to hear the eloquent Professor. One of the 
conditions upon which Mr. Denton consented to continue 
his Sunday lectures was that he should give also a course 
of twelve weekday lectures on popular scientific subjects, 
and at a s|M'cial meeting of the committee held on 
Wtdncsday, lire 4th October, it was resolved tliat Mr. 
Denton be re-engaged for another twelve weeks, to 
lecture on Bunday nights, and to give a weekday lecture 
also each week, the trims to be the same for both, 
namely, £12 10/- per night as formerly. Shortly after, the 
committee received a telegram from Mrs. Watson to the 
effect that she was starting from San Francisco, and 
would be in Melliourne about the 18th of Novemlwr. 
This would have clashed with Mr. Denton’s second course 
of lectures, and in order to overcome this difficulty the 
committee came to an arrangement with some friends in 
Sydney to keep Mrs. Watson there as their lecturer until 
the close ot Mr. l>cnton*a  series, when she could take our 
platform to the end of her term. In the meantime Mr. 
Denton continued his Sunday Evening Lectures at the 
Bijou Theatre to large and enthusiastic audiences, while 
the first six of his weekday lectures wen*  given in th«' 
Ten>|>erancu 11 all, and the last six in the Atheiueum. In 
both cases the prices of admission were made very low 
in order to enable the lurgcHt number of people to avail 
themselves of this opport unity to hear our great lecturer, 
but the committee regret to say that except towards tho 
end of the course the attendance was not 'sufficiently 
large to cover the necessarily heavy expenses. On 
January 14th the Professor gave his last lecture at th«^ 
Bijou Theatre, when the house was packed to its utmost 
cajacity, and on the Wtdncsday following the committee 
t«-ml< nd him a farewell in die xha|»c of a conicrsarionc 
and fruit soiree, which also served as a welcome to Mrs. 
Wataou, who gave her first lecture on Sunday, the 21 st 
January. It was evident from the first that Mrs. 
Watson was lalouring under some disadvantage, 
follow ing as she did so ulo«{Uent and popular a speaker as 
Mr. Denton; I >ut, notwithstanding that, her lecturvs 
were well attended, and her short course of nine weeks 
was brought to a close on March 18th, to the regret of 
all who had listened to her poetical and spiritual dis­
courses. Tim short new of her stay with us was mainly 
attributable to some domestic affairs which necessitated 
her returning homo earlier than expected, so that the 
availed licrxelf of Um terms of the arrangement that she 
should deliver thirteen lectures for us, counting in those 
given in Sydney. Prior to her departure Mrs. Watson 
gave a weekday lecture in the Athenaeum, the gross 
proceeds of which were*  hand««! to her as a mark of the 
rvtc< m in which she was held by your committee.

After Mrs. Watson's departure the Bunday evening 
meetings were continued in a smaller hall, the members 
of the Association giving addresses and papers. The 
first twelve were held in the Temperance Hall from 
March 25th to June 10th, but owing to the nuisance caused 
by the Salvation Army, which meets in the same 
building, the attendance became smaller, and after the 
dose of the series three lectures were given in the Horti­

cultural Hall, pending the vacation of th«- Masonic Hall 
by its then occupant*,  as the latter bring more central 
was dre-med the most dwuilJc for our purp«wr. On 
July xth the Masonic Hall was uwd, ami frrew that tuw 
till August 19th seven meetings were held, two of witch 
took the (linn of a concert by thr rurmle-rs al the chrer 
Although the attendance towards thr end leva la > ratio-r 
more numerous, yet, owing to the very great difkul'i 
in finding speakers to come forward and give papers nr 
addreaara, the committee considered it drsiralJr for tlw 
present to discontinue thr meetings, ami tn the roetui 
time to follow up the work of the A»anriaiion by holding 
circles, distributing literature, ami nth»-r Ire» public 
means than lectures ami nirrfing« For this purpose, 
and in order to enable many who cannot form cirehw at 
their own home« to investigate th«*  claim» of M|sritualisni, 
two circles have Iwen started, thr m«*nd«*n«  «»f whili 
answered an advertisement inrerted in the daily paper« 
calling upon mvdiumistic and oth«r )M-rw»ni> d«^urou» of 
forming circles to apply tn the A*M«ciati>m  f«w informa­
tion and assistance, and your commit«»*  are of npmioi 
tliat much good will result from tht» *t»  p A» tn futur«- 
lecturing prospects, your committee are- in «v«rre-»pnnd»-ner 
with several ladi»-> and geutl«-imn fremi Anw-rica to 
indues*  them to visit three slnma, ami Ire-«are in. 
Melbourne and els*-where,  but as wr an*  not in a |smtion 
tn offer them permanent engagements, and can only 
promise our personal support, no definite answivw have 
Uvn received yet.

The finances of the Association for the i<«t y«-ar have 
been put to n very severe strain, and m«'ml»*re  Imve bre-ti 
more than one«*  called ujx»n to supplement the ordinary 
income; your committee take this op|mKunity to 
thank those ladies and gentlemen who haie «o liln-rally 
re5j><*nd«'d  to the calls made upon th«m. Th«' total 
amount of donations nceived l«ax l-'rn £175 8«. fid., thr 
monies taken at th«- lectures £749 10» M . »ulMcrinttoM 
£C1 17a 0d., making a total of £9*«i  I As. 2d. f««r 
receipts, while the dubursenM-nta caw tn C99M |3a 3d., 
leaving a Dr. lalancv of £14 Cs. IOJd , win*  h in*  ludre an 
original Dr. balance of £2 9*.  9|d. with which th«- y«ar 
commenci-d.

In ord«-r to enable your new commiti«*  tn carry on 
their disinterested laliours in the ca **f  Spiritualism 
efli'ctually it will 1« necremry f«*r  you to devise 
some way by which more mean’« can I«- placed at their 
disposal.

By order of Committee,
J. G. HOOGK DIMMER, 

lion. Bee.

UNSEEN AGENCY SEEN TO MOVE INERT 
MATTER INTELLIGENTLY ON THE 7th OF 

_MTGU8T. 1883.

ffurias^/rew «Ar OrtOtr

* Tho prerl. my fri«n<K sigwifre the irl*  ry «4 b«avm. aiwl that 
note lull it «iKtiifiaa the upright atxi ileinut < hrialUu. who »|«n> 
neither labor <>r cn*t  for securing hU t*l«ale<n.  Hut hi him he- 
»urc not to inquire of the lover» of th« w«rM, l»«-aiMe it i« 
customary with them to value a tiling accoiillng as they fl ml it 
Mlvanlngeoua or ilta<lvantnp«>u« fnr the pnwtit tune. Hut rm 
for th» things Income, they <li»oganl them. •The «arthly nmn 
knowith not the thing» of the Spirit of Owl,’ (aats Kt. I’aul) ’for 
they arc fooliahm» unto Him; neither <nn they know th«tn, 
bccau>e they are spiritually ilisccnnd.’—I <‘«>r., 'Chai». II. 
Neiiht r the fool or the child ha» miu«c tn mak« any «Hffervn« «_• 
l>ctwcvti a faulty an<l a prtviou» atone. They take greahr «lelight 
in that which ia frivolou» than in the uxwt nwlly |awrl. Inquire 
of the Mints who alone can give you kimwltdge thia truth, 
Ikxausc they have been guided by the »pint of Uod.** —**licil  
ofM-ntd to t hriatians," p. 46.

** And from the most minute and mean, 
Virtuous miiaia can morals glreu."

TO TIIB EDITOR OF THS ItABBlSGKR OF LIOflT.

Bib,—In my last letter I had just got to that |<oint in my 
narrative where I was in hot haste to bring witness 
who had expressed themselves aa vrty anxious to mo 
with their own eyes the moat wonderful manifest aliens 
of what are known aa ••pelting spirit* " Of course 



2586 THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT, NOVEMBER 1, 1883.

those outside the rank« of modern Spiritualists have 
never heard of such things, and if they did, would not 
believe them, because they are ignorant, or rather 
pretend to be so. I speak not of those whom Mr. 
Justice Higinbotham would call the wealthy lower 
orders, but of those whom I am pleased to call th<*  
intelliK tual lower orders, who (with exceptions amongst 
them) live in pulpits and editorial chairs, and places of 
that kind, and stand in much awe of Mother Grundy. 
But the witnesses I went for were not so minded. 
With regard to the other claas of whom I hare spoken, 
outside the ranks of modern Spiritualism, I have thus 
spoken of them liecausc they nrv certain to strike me 
for what I am going to record, so I thought it would In 
just as well to bu upsides with them, and have the first 
blow.

I shall state no -more than will In found amply 
I «me out l»y the certificates iu your custody marked A, 
B, 0, and 15.

To my narrative, then, of what we saw. I returned 
at 10 o'clock with Mr. Richmond ami Mr. Potter, ami 
found right others had c*»lh-ct«i|,  including the father 
and sister of our hostess.

Having all ranged ourselves round a table with our 
hands upon it, I was depuUd io art ns chairman. I first 
repeated the Lord's prayer, and then commented on the 
object in opening seances with prayer, and mentioning 
that a circle joining together in prayer amounted to a 
pledge given to •■ach other that we would hr in earnest 
and 1« willing tn communicate with s|Mrits, if spiritual 
intelligences would co»Hin'ini«-ate with us. Almost 
immediately a comb was thrown with great violence on 
the table. 1 do not say that it was impossible for any 
one to have thrown this, for tin*  light had Ix-en reduced 
considerably, lait I do say that I feel curtain it was not 
thrown by any mortal agency. I say further, that none 
of the company expressed doubt, or seemed tn suspect 
trickery, nnd so account for this falling comb. Alnut 
an hour In ion- this (as I mentioned in my last letter) I 
had lawn pelted with a |>olnto, when I put it in my 
pocket. When we were all gathered together in this
circle I took it out o( my po krt ami dcsin-d Mr. R hire customary with them to value a thing according a*  
mond to cut tlut letter “ R " on it, so that if |ieltcd with ‘ 
it he would know it again. The manifesting intelligences 
must have heard all this, for, as the u-quel will ti-ll, he 
was |H-lti*d,  though not with that article. To make all 
self-evident, the o|>erating intelligences waited till the 
bust light was restored, when he was immediately pelted. 
We liiul sal for nlmut an hour, und at we were rising 
fiom our scats this gi-nlh-ninn (Mr. Richmond) mad«- 
some complaints or remarks U|*m  the manifestations 
not liming been equal to my representations, more 
particularly drawing our attention to the fact that he 
had to go away without my iiromise ln-ing made good, 
viz., that he should In* pelted. It was only five 
minutes niter this (as though those intelligences had 
been listening to every word my skeptical spiritual friend 
hud uttered) thut down camo a Bible on my head. A 
few seconds, and down came an old loot on the gentle­
man who hu<l just been complaining of tho spirits' 
neglect to pelt him with a potato. A few seconds 
more, ami an empty inkliottlc flew at Mr. Potter ; l>ut 
the aim not U-ing of the best, it struck the wall close 
to him, ami fell at his feet, just as I saw the Bible 
fall al my feet. All these things I swear I saw with 
my own eye», and that trickery was utterly and 
alNolulcly out of the question.

Now for a glance nt the significance. These throe 
pelted members of the circle were the only three that 
were Hpiritualists, or informed upon or interested in 
such manifestations. They were the only three who had 
come to the house for the purjxMw- of investigation. Mr. 
Potter and Mr. Richmond hail earnestly requested me 
to procure for them an invitation to witness these 
modem miracles. It really seemed, therefore, as if the 
spirits most thoroughly understood the situation, and 
were disposed to accommodate pic in selves to that 
situation in the most obliging spirit possible. In short, 
I licliuvo that all was under intelligent direction, from 
the day I first opened the door of ¿he Record office, to 
surprise the compositors, whom I discovered in solemn

-- ~
conclas*«,  their subject being the haunted house of Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas. I should mention that Mr. Thomas 
had been a compositor in the Record office, but neither 
he nor his wife knowing or wishing to know anything 
about such manifestations as they were destined to 
ox|M’rience. Mrs. Thomas is a member of the church of 
Christ, and that explains how and why Mr. J. J. Haley 
was led (by circumstances which I do not explain) to 
have a say in this matter.

But you will see, Mr. Editor, that the say of this 
minister of the church of Christ becomes very material. 
He declares that Mrs. Thomas and her family are 
truthful people, whose words should be taken with 
regard to these mysterious movements of matter by 
invisible agency. I declare the same thing.

Now, Mr. nnd Mrs. Thomas have both declnnd to my- 
self anti Mr. Richmond that they saw a tin of jam float 
through the air, and through the window, smashing the 
glass. If this be true, what reason can there 1« to 
doulit the truth of all the other allegations. I have 
only nw-ntiom-d a very few of these to you, preferring to 
confine nyself to such as find support from the four 
certificates you have in hand, and which boar out the 
truth of nil that I have stated. For instance, 1 have 
said nothing aliout thn manifestations during the hour 
tlm eleven of us sat round the table, when various 
articles came flying through the air from an adjoining 
room, and falling upon my right arm.

Though not a tenth |mrt are recorded, I will consider 
that I have finished my narrative of manifestations, and 
conclude by a glance at the teaching and the meaning 
of the kt range motto I have taken from a strange book, 
which, I trow, finds no place in the Library of the 
Victorian Association of Spiritualists. I don't say the 
motto is strange in itself, yet strange and vastly in­
structive in the application I am going to make of it, 
for I hold that my discovory of these spiritual mani­
festations was the discovery of a pearl of great price, 
and that a pulpit, or an editorial chair (like a little 
child) has not the sense tn make any difference between 
a faulty ami a precious stone of this kind, “ laccause it is 

they find it advantageous.” Only fancy, Mr. Editor of 
The Harbinger, with what speed and politeness the 
Editor of the Record would nave bowed me out of his 
offico had I taken this narrative of spiritual manifesta­
tions to just a few doors from where they occurred, viz., to 
the Record office in the same street, same side, and in 
which my host had been a compositor. Most undoubtedly 
the editor of that secular paper would have had none of 
it, liecause it would not pay him to do so. Without 
moving out of the same street, had I gone with my story 
to Canon Dickinson, do you think he would have 
listened to me! No, Sir, he also, like the Editorial 
chair, would value the thing according as he found it 
advantageous or otherwise to do so, and it would not 
do for a Sunday morning sermon at St. Luke's. But 1 
am just going to undertake to show that it ought to fit 
well pito suclj^a sermon, in such a place, and would be 
listcfied to with breathless attention, which is more than 
the clergy always command, and I repeat once mom 
wluit I think I said in my first letter, viz., that he only 
is the true philosopher who ignores none of the natural 
phenomena of God's universe, and if these phenomena 
nre recorded in all history they must be natural pheno­
mena. The acts of spirits or mortals must l>e <Mually 
according to natural law, acting, perhaps, in different 
parts of the universe.

I sny, I regard manifestations of this kind as con­
stituting a pearl of great price, and should I*  so most 
particularly of all to the materialist and atheist, and 
would be so in this case if he knew all the premixes as 
well as I do, for it demonstrates the all-seeing eye of 

- God, and how the invisible world might (I don't 
: say did) deal out and distribute retributive justice. 
I Those outside of our modern spiritual school of 

philosophy are ignorant of the yet well known rnani- 
, festations of pelting spirits. I myself saw the brick, 
i and heard it as it lumborod down stairs at 18 Dorcas 
> street, on the 5th of August, therefore I may be bo- 
i lieved when I report upon hearsay that bricks were 
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hurled at the heads of individuals, and I remrml>er 
the bitter complaint being made to me by one of these 
individuals (on the 8th of August) that I had prognos­
ticated that no one should be hurt, and yet the com­
plainant was hurt (on the head too) by a brick.

Thia indeed seemed to be a taste of " hell opened to 
Christiana." But I am dealing with you, Mr. Editor 
(aa I have dealt with all others) very much at arm's 
length, allowing myself to I*  governed by the advice of a 
poetical sage who has thus charged me :—

•• What*«  in your mind let no ono know, 
Nor to your friend your secrets show, 

For if that friend I •econo» your foe 
The world will then your secret« know.**

1 am, Sir, with apology for the length of my letter, 
Your obdt servt.,

ROBERT CALDECOTT.
Raglan Street, Sandridge, Sept. 24, 1883.

P.8.—I do not wish to be understood as speaking 
personally and particularly of Canon Dickinson and the 
editor of the Record. I have spoken of them only as 
renrcsrntatives(athe one of dignitaries of the church, the 
other of editors of periodical literature. I think the 
editor of the R'rnrd an improvement upon the average of 
editors in his disposition to give lioth side« a hearing, 
when the truth or otherwise of abnormal phenomena has 
become a question between his correspondents. It 
will I«» in your recollection that the < di tor of the 
ConJiitt Magazine did this, in his August Number for 
I860, and paid the penalty for his temerity by the loss 
of thousands of subscribers, and all this for merely allow­
ing a stonr to apjx-ar which (like my present story to 
you, Mr. Editor) was “A Strange Story."—R. C.

WOMAN’S INFLUENCE.

A LAiiv in New Zealand, commenting on Dr. Rohner’s 
recent article, “ Woman and St. Paul," says :—“ It 
seems to me so strange that men cannot see that the 
chief way to improve the whole race is by improving the 
woman. Who has the charge of the children all through 
the most impressionable age but the mother! She it is 
a ho has the forming of their minds, and as she is, so 
kite will impress her children, and may make them 
alinovt what she will; and of coarse the children are the 
future men and women, who in their turn will even 
morr advance or degrade their children. The busland 
has little or no chance with the children, l»ing occupied 
all <lay, therefore it is that on St. Paul's despised women 
fill dcjM-nds. Even the h us lend is act«vl on for good or 
ill by his wife, consciously or unconsciously. In fact, 
you set» woman’s pow*er  can lie traced I wick to the 
earliest days of the Bible. Woman's influence is so very 
plainly gn at that I am astonished it is not more noticed, 
and guided aright. While women are encouraged by 
men to Im mere dolls and playthings, what can they 
cx|icct but a comparatively low future generation. The 
education of girls is wrong, and very Imdly attended to. 
They are taught that if they have a few outside 
superficial accomplishments, and can marry a rich man, 
they have done well, and, in fact, have clone the whole 
duty of woman, then they niay follow their own sweet 
will. What a fearful mistake! They will find it out 
some time, >mt in the mean time the whole community 
sutlers. I do not mean to say that all women are as I 
have described, but it must be allowed that the excep­
tions are few and far between. I have two children, 
girl and lx>y. I am teaching them at homo now, but bye 
and bye we shall send them to a school for more advanced 
education, and then, having more time to spare, I 
purpose travelling on a lecturing tour, trying by a few 
words hem and there to awaken some, at least, of my 
fellow women out of their sleep. If 1 could only awake 
one or two, they in turn might make thousands or even 
millions think. Of course I, with all right-minded 
people, would dislike an unwomanly woman, but such 
women have no desire to do good. In the name of all 

women, 1 thank you for speaking a word for us.
M. 8. MOORE.

THE IMMORTALITY OF THE BOUL 
(FROM A SECULARIST STANDPOINT).

Hkakimg that an honest man would occupy the platform 
of the Opera House on Sunday, October 7th, and 
observing the subject to be “The Immortality of the 
Soul," we entered the dress-circle about 7.30 p m , and 
took one of the few vacant seats just as the land were 
finishing the overture and the chairman and lecturer 
stepped on the stage. A preliminary reading by the 
lecturer, some announcements by the chairman, accom­
panied by reflections upon previous shortcomings- of the 
audience in the matter of contributions haring wen got 
through, and the collection made, .Mr. Ikmovan, vice- 
president of the society, stepped forward to solve the 
important qumtion of the immortality of the souL 
When wr last heard Mr. Donovan speak in jmbbe hr 
spoke as an agnostic, l«l hr has apparently pmgnwwd 
since then, and attained the matrnalistic “ l»»d rock," 
from which hr preaches the gospel of “human mortality.**  
Man is liom of matter, lirlongs to matter, and rrtoms 
to matter; physical and mental man are co relative, 
and when the body dirs the mind is dissipated, even as 
the reflective tower of the shattered mirror. The 
scientist, he said, " turns his eyes earthward, and leaves 
the mystic to indulge in his idle mjmxtu 1st ions." If wr 
have no hope and no fear it would make us make the 
best use of <our time here, it is most umbwiraldr 
to live again, and we should turn our eyes earthward. 
Matter was the only immortal thing, Ac.

This may lie a cheerful prospect to Mr. Donovan an<l 
a few of his secularist friends. They are welcome to all 
the comfort they can extract from it ; Isit it will not do 
for the man of mankind, whose aspirations rise »lore 
the dust, and many of whom prfwive in nature the 
manifestation of invisilJr forces, of which matter is 
merely the vehicle. There is a science of psychology, as 
true, and far more inqiortant than any acimcra that have 
preceded it, but of which the lecturer is evi<lently 
ignorant (though there an1 men living who cominenerd 
the study of it Iwfore hr made his ap|s*arance  in the 
world of matter), and this*  science demonstrates that 
the soul or intelligence can and docs a«'t independently 
of the physical wiimw. With ri-gard to the moral 
influence of Mr. Donovan's faith, while tlwrr are un­
doubtedly a few in whom the moral tendencies nnturally 
predominate, ami whose innate «him- of right would 
comj«cl their acting justly ami humanely, the general 
tendency of a belief that this life is the totality «4 
conscious existence would I**  the'cultivation <4 a n-finnl 
selfishness. The moral law would only 1*  obeyed as far 
as was consistent with the safety of the individual fn«m 

tpenal consequent-*,  the sole object of life ls'ing to gel 
the greatest possible anmunt of pleasure and gratification 
of the senses which thy intellect could devise. We have 
no great admiration Jor the Salvationists and «vend- 
class ChristiamsXiut would rather trust ourselves with 
them than w4tn men who have no lielief in anything 
outside their sensuous perceptions and physical environ­
ments.

SPIRITUALISM AND MATERIALISM.

Mr. RonKKT Wiirnc, of Sydney, l«ut rvsently on a visit 
to Melbourne, delivered an excellent lecture in the Hor­
ticultural HaJI, on Sunday evening, the 21 st ult., which 
he repeated on the succeeding Monday evening in tho 
Temperance Hall, in which he set forth the’ rmMM 
which induced him to renounce Matrrialixm for Spiritu­
alism.

It was very difficult, lie said, for an individual to cornu 
out of one phase of thought into another, more especially 
in the com» of middle aged or old men, and he thought it 
well it was so ; he did not care for one who was easily 
led from one system to another, as it showed u lack of 
fixity of purpose. He hnd been trained up as a Chris­
tian, but at the age of twenty, its doctrim-s, particularly 
that of end Im*  torment, had already made him a doubter. 
Accidentally he heard Mr. Charles Brad laugh lecture on 
some Secularutic subject, and although at first be was 
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terribly shocked to hear a man of his ability, eloquence 
and power of mind speak against the orthodox religion 
in the way he did, yet he found a great deal ho said was 
true, or appeared to l*o  true to liirn, and so he gradually 
glided into Materialism, hearing many other Secularist 
bictures, though lie gave up the idea of the immortality 
of the soul with great reluctance.

As a student of astronomy, when he used to think of 
the numberlcvs systems of worlds which filled all space, 
liearing upon them in all prolability millions of living 
sentieul beings, the thought that, if the docrines taught 
by the Hocularists were true, they would all lie annihil­
ated, was agonising, so that he hod left Christianity with 
very great reluctance, oh he believed all earnest men did. 
Believing then, as lie did now, that life is a benefit, a 
good, and therefore that it is desirable it should lie eternal, 
it was with great reluctance hr l«canm a Materialist. 
Yet lie helicvi-d that Materialism was su|M*rior  to Chris­
tianity, l«*cause,  although it did not teach all tliat was 
satisfactory to the la-st portion of our nature, still it was 
superior to the doctrines taught by the Church at the 
present day, which wen» not the doctrines of Jesus. He 
had Ih'vii a Secularist for six years in Englund, and for 
three and a half years was secretary to tho Manchester 
Secular Union, so that lie knew very well what kind of 
organisation Secularism hail, and was well acquainted 
with its leading advocates nnd their views. StularvMn 
|<rr1ain«l solely to this life. It was essentially a neiral 
system, not a religioM one; morality was right action 
Iwtwvcn man and man ; religion was a connection be­
tween tin» spiritual condition of man and tho spiritual 
|>owcni in the universe. and ns Secularism did not deul 
with any such spiritual power, it could not properly Im 
cull' d a religious system.

The lecturer delimsl the varying view» of h*ading  
Secularists, of whom In*  »¡mA«- in high terms, and con­
sidered tliat Materialwm was doing a great and good 
work in Iweuking down superstition. He had felt better 
during his six years of Materialism in Englund than he 
|N*ssib|y  could as a Christian, for he was at lilierty to 
study nil the grand systems of philosophy the world hud 
.ever known ; while as a Christian, lie dan» not study 
astronomy Ih-cuum* it conflicted with the Church ; In*  dure 
not study geology Iss-oum* it conflict«! with the Bible. 
Still In*  could not n*st  satisfini with the iilvu that this 
life must end all, though lie could not acce|»t the future 
life jiictunsl by Christianity, with its concejitions of a 
lu ll on the one*  side, anil an exclusive heaven op the 
other.

After his arrival in Sydney he lectunsl for the Secular 
Society then*,  giving such satisfaction that they oili-red. 
to employ him as their public advocate if lie uould leave 
his employment under government, but thinking it would 
Is*  rat I mt | »n-carious, he declimsl.

Ilap|s-tnng to hear Mr. Joint Tynuan he tun*  hr was 
much start lol at tin*  lecturer's assertion : “ We not only 
holier«*,  liul Anmo then*  is a future life." He interview«! 
Mr. Tyciinuii and ask«l him to explain how he knew this, 
the reply Is-ing “through the phenomena of Spirituidj^m.*'  
lie, the lei-turvr, however, looked u|m>ii these phenomena 
at noiiM*iiM*,  ¡ml by Mr. Tyerman'x recommendation n*ud  
s»me of the works of I »avis and Tuttle. He found 
therein art forth a grand ami l«*autiful  philosophy of the 
universe; l>ut Im* was not in |MMM*v»ion  of any facts in 
supjiort of it, and then-ion*  coukl not accept Spiritualism. 
It was some time l<*fure  lie got any evidence of its truth, 
and in the Meantime then*  occurred an event of the very 
saddest kind that could happen, the sudden death of his 
little girl nt six years of ugv, by an acc'dent.. She 
had ls*vii  tin*  idol of his soul, und lie could see reflected 
in her organimii the Iswt ¡tortious of his own nature, 
Mid he was most anxious to train her under the best 
¡■ossiblc conditions. When he came to think that tliat 
mind, that imagination, that intelligence, could never 
more be in the universe, that it would Is*  annihilated and 
peas into utter darkness, that he would never mon*  hear 
the sweet music of her voice—the sadness that came 
over him was grent indeed, und he was one of the most 
miserable livings on earth.

As a Materialist ho had l>een some years before at 
death’s door, and could calmly have passed into an ever­

lasting sleep, but he could not think of the death of hie 
little girl and be happy. He know that some Materialists 
would say tliat, In-ing in such distress, he was not in a 
proper condition of mind to study facts that might be 
brought before him, but he could assure them that his 
faculties of discretion, perception, and so on, wen*  as 
acute then as at any oilier period. Some friends came 
to his house anil had a sitting with himself and wife. 
This first attempt was a failure in the way of manifesta­
tions, but at another sitting, after aliout three-quarter« of 
an hour, and just as they were giving up in despair, the 
table rose. After this his misconceptions of Spiritualism 
were gradually removed. He had some thni? hundnd 
sittings tn his own house, not with professional mediums, 
but himself and wife alone. lie found tho table n*-  
spondi*d  intelligently to his questions, anil was com­
pelled to conclude tliat there was an intelligent force■ 
controlling it. It was not tie*  intelligence of niiiivclf or 
wife acting mi the tabic in some mysterious way, bccauM? 
they received infopnation which they were not familiar 
with, l»ut afterwards found to be correct; and again, they 
they would receive communications which they knew at 
tlm time to Im* untrue, hence could not lie the result of 
their minds. Hu tested it in various ways, getting his 
friends, Materialists as well as Spiritualists, to write down 
questions to their relatives who htu) p&ssnl into th»» 
spiritual world, which were answered correctly. Tlwy 
were such questions as could not have been answered by 
chance, but there must have been knowledge then-. Tlm 
conclusion he had arrived at after these three hundred 
sittings was what every man must come to who had the 
evidence—that in genuine manifestations there is a 
physical force demonstrated distinct from the sitters; in 
connection with this force then*  is intelligence; that this 
intelligence has volition, the power to answer or decline 
to answer questions; tliat it has judgment ami knows 
thoroughly what it is about. Electricity (with which lie 
hail a practical acquaintance), animal magnetism, Odylic 
force—those could not account for his experiences, which 
the Spiritualistic theory alone could adequately explain. 
He had lieconm sensitive to tlm presence of his spirit- 
friends, and could tell when his little «laughter was mar 
him by tlm feeling that canm over him. He Imd not 
accept« I tlnwc tilings without carefully testing them by 
his n-ason.

Tlm lecturer then enlargeil upon some of the philo- 
sophicnl aspects of Spiritualism, ami contrast«! them 
with Materialism. His idea of “matter” had In-come 
expanded ; Im found natural law in the spirit-world ; he 
found progression. Mr. Ilmdlaugh’s universe wax a 
mechanical one, but the universe of Spiritualism was a 
living, conscious, intelligent one. He found grand ideas 
in Spiritualism tliat no other system contained. He 
referred to men like Voltaire, (hethe, Pain**,  and 
&sk«l Imw could we believe that thoM*  grand intellect«, 
vigorous even in old age, coukl Is*  crush«l out by death. 
Spiritualism went farther than Materialism« and ex­
plained much more. He thought Spiritualists were the 
better freethinkers. They might Imj considered heterodox 
freethinkers, while tlm majority of Materialists were 
orthodox ones.

Some qui-stions were anon-rwl at the close of the lec­
ture, ami Mr. II. J. Brown ami Mr. C. Watt spoke 
Iriefly upon the subject.

The Rainbow, or Sydtwy Lyceum Xetrg, referred to 
by our Sydney correspondent last month, is an excellent 
little paper, well adapted for tlm purpose it has in view, 
viz., to encourage the young folks in the first steps «if 
literature, and to give the outside public a conception of 
tlm principles and working of the Lyceum. A portion 
of the pajier is reserved for the contributions of the 
juvenile mrmlirra of the Lyceum. These are supplr 
merited by others somewhat more advanced, by older 
memliers. “ Pearls of Wisdom," for which a column is 
reserved, are proverbs and aphorisms, with illustrations 
or explanations by the children. The constitution of the 
Lyceum Reports of Progress, and a |>ortion of the library 
catalogue, complete the paper, which is published at a 
penny to be within the reach of all. Copies may be 
obtained at our office.
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MEETING OF SPIRITUALISTS THE CONSOLATION OF DEATH

!■ response to an advertisement inserted by the Vio- 
•srian AmociaUon of Hpntualista, calling upon those 
interested to meet at the Temperance Hall, alout ISO 
persons assembled there on Tuesday evening, October 
16th, the chair being taken shortly after 8 by Mr. 0. 
Johnston, who explained the object of the meeting to 
be the strengthening of the existing organisation The 
business of the meeting was preceded by short addresses 
on the ethical, practical, religions, and emotional aspects 
of Spiritualism, by Meaars. Watt, Terry, and Hoog- 
klimmur. Mr. Morse suggested the formation of a circle 
on a scientific basis, where all available knowledge of the 
laws relating to spiritual intercourse would be utilised. 
Mr. S. G. Watson expressed his opinion that the pheno- 
mena were the most important feature, as they afforded 
the only demonstration that man lives again. He 
advocated encouraging good mediums to couir here. Hr 
personally knew of six materialists who had hern con- 
qoervd by the phenomenal facts of Spiritualinn.

Mr. T. Lang informed the meeting that a very excel­
lent lady medium had that day arrived from England 
He also referred to a communication he had received 
from the late J. Bowie Wilson (of Sydney) advocating 
the dissemination of instructions how to investigate 
Spiritualism at home, and read an appropriate preamble 
to such which he (the speaker) had prepared Hr 
suggested that a large number of these, say 20,000, 
should be printed and delivered at every house.

Mr. H. J. Browne, from large personal experience in 
publishing and distributing tracts, came to the conclusion 
that people rarely read them, and that they were there­
fore of very little use. He advocated separate individual 
effort as the best means of furthering Spiritualism Mr. 
Thompson had traced very beneficial results from tracts 
which he had judiciously distrilaited.

Mr. Lang pointed to the lavishness of nature in dis­
tributing seeds, and the good results that enxmd. 
Nature was a good exemplar. Mr. C. Watt moved that 
the Sunday evening meetings be resumed. This motion 
was seconded and carried. Mr. Rice offerrd to hand 
over to the Association the Horticultural Hall, at preiM-ut 
rented by him for Sunday evening meetings, together 
with all facilities for carrying on the services. He was 
sorry to observe the coldness of some who had spoken. 
There was a lack of warmth, unity, social and friendly 
feeling exhibited in many of the spiritualistic meetings 
which must lie rectified if wo wanted Spiritualism to 
express its true power.

Mr. Terry said it was incumbent upon thou- who had 
derived comfort and happiness from Spiritualism to 
make known its advantages to otheA There was only 
a small percentage of the general public who were pre­
pared to receive and utilise the facta anil philosophy, and 
it was our to duty exhibit both as prominently as ¡•oaxiMr- 
to the world, that those few who were n-ady 
reception might obtain the light they sought for. Those 
Spiritualists who, having gained the knowledge, kept it 
to thcniM-lves, failing to make known its advantages to 
o’hers, were not worthy of the name. It was not for us 
to thrust our belief upon the unwilling, but to hold up 
our banner so high that all might s«-e it. Alaolute test 
mediums such as the public demanded were rare, even in 
largely populated countries and it was not remarkable that 
we had none. Until we could produce such we must be in a 
measure dependent upon other countries, and it should 
lie the object of the association to encourage really 
reliable mediums to visit us, whilst at the same time it 
sought to developc local mediumship. The chairman 
urged those present who were not already mankri of 
the Association, but desirous to further its objects, to 
enrol, and a number did so before leaving the Hall.

Am able letter from Mr. Christian Reimers on Errors 
in Elementary Education (which did space permit we 
should reproduce), appears in a recent number of the 
Soofi .1*4  train ft Rrfutn-. Mr. Reimers not only con 
demns the present unsatisfactory method of “ cramming" 
fur results, but gives some excellent suggestions for a 
more harmonious and effective system.

Br Huesos Tuma.

A*portaf  exprWy for Ü*  • //««¿Myer ItpU”)

This life is complemented by death. Do what we will 
death comes at last. Whether we mourn or rejoice at 

1 its approach depends on the manner in which we regar* I 
the future. If our soul is disturbed with douM«, and 
we fear the terrible punishment of eternal wrath, th»- 
vrry thought of dying is agony. If, on the other hand, 
we lielieve the future to l*e  a continuance of this life in 
the same direction, with th»- same capalalitira, faruhim. 
and culture earned forward into a new sphere of exist 
ence, ditth Im-couic* no mon- than a josnuy into another 
country. No iron wall shuts down between the world of 
spirits and the world of men, but we lecocnr roteno»» 
of the living presence of the dear friends who hate 
passed on.

Standing hen*  today on the shore of the dark orean 
of eternity ; its waters laving our feet, while we gar»- 
into the thickly gathering mista, we ask the question 
which has been repeated by countless generations, and osi 
the answer to which our own happiness <k|M-nds:— 
Whence! Wherefore! the infinite past, the infinite futon-, 
between which we stand as the central fact!

Our aged friend, who has ceased to feel the discords of 
earth-life, obtained an answer to three questions which 
for many of the last yean of her life was satisfactory 
to her.

We have all thought along the same |«th, and came tn 
similar conclusions. If we exist in the next state •*  
individualities, and retain our emotions and feelings, we 
should desire to come clone to those we leave, and 
whisper to them of our cch-fial life. If we accept th»- 
Bible as the foundation <»f our faith, we find that it is 
a history of such revelation*,  and that from the begin­
ning to the time of the apostles the visiU of angels an­
cons tantly recorded. Angels came to Alwaham , to Lot; 
protected Daniel; converted with Mary . broke th.- 
chains of P»-ter ; and conversed with Chrnrlius the Cen­
turion. What these angels wen- is shown by the appear 
anew of Mom-s and Elias on the Mount, and of Kanim-I 
to Saul. They were the spirits of the de|«rt»<d. Mose-, 
ap|M-are<l as Mom-s, and Elias as Elia*  Their appear­
ance at that critical time shows that they knew what 
was pasting on earth, and their interest therein, even 
many centuries after their death.

Not only this from the Bible, Paul in a spiritual franc»- 
was taken to the future world, and saw things there not 
lay ful for him to utt*-r ; in other words, like many a 
iiÁxIein subject of trance, he found it itnponsilde U» 

lin-M-nlt- what he had sera. But it Iwgat in him a long­
ing to return, to leave the barren aerara of thia life, and 
as he ex presses it, “depart and br with Christ.**  No 
one has presentid the philowqhy of smrit-axistrace 
more clearly than he when lie »¡leaks of the two Indies, 
••terrestrial" and “celestial,” which are united during 
earthly life, but separated at death. The terrestrial body 
is the physical, and as hr truly says, mu»t |wn*h  ; as 
Ih-sh and blood cannot inh ent eternal life. Th»- celestial 
body being akin to the spiritual sphere, itq connection 
with tin- mortal severed, comes with it all that charac­
terises and makes the individual.

This Iw-lirf has l>een common to mankind from im­
memorial time. Go when- you will—to Chinn, Hindos­
tán, the Mbhamedan countries, or the Islands of the 
Pacific Kras— and most prominent is the concent inn, often 
it is true distorted, of an after life. It is held by the 
most Imrlwrous and the highest cultured people. The 
leaders in moral reform and religion have fervently 
believed in the presence of ministering angel«. Wesley 
taught it ; Swtdcnborg extended it tn great length, and 
the teachings of nearly if not quite all g*»|«rl  ministers 
are pervaded l»y the same belief.

RKCORD6 or TUB DYIXO.
If the last words of those who have givrn expression 

at the moment of death Were collected, they would form
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• curious volume of overwhelming testimony. When 
the pure and noble Hannah Moore was dying, her face 
lighted up with intense pleasure as she extended her 
arms as though to embrace some one. She spoke the 
name of a sister long before departed, and exclaiming 
•joy," joined that sister m the realm where they could 
converse face to face.

Pop«, an enthusiastic artist, when dying exclaimed : 
"At lost! at last * I have found the laiauty which all 
my life, and over all the world I have struggled for." He 
seized his brush and died while attempting to transfer 
to canvas the splendor of coloring which he saw with 
enraptured vision.
h^Every clairvoyant will appreciate his sensations when 
he caught his first glimpse of the splendor of coloring 
and splendor yet mellowness of the light of the spiritual 
state. The brightest hues of the artist, deftly arranged 
to heighten effect, are opaque daula in comparison. Is 
it not plain that death unlocked his perceptions and 
allowed him to prrveive the glories of the future world, 
while yet he retained conscious control of his physical 
body, and could partially express his emotions I

Bishop Bowman gives his own wonderful experience, 
when supposed to Is*  dying, in a recent sermon. Ho 
aays that instead of becoming unconscious he fell into an 
ecstasy. A daughter who had died twenty years before 
in infancy came ami told him that she was there to meet 
him, and asked : " l><» you think I have grown, papa I" 
She was more glorious than anything lie ever saw, or 
expects to see again la-fore he die*.

The spirit-ivalm is aecfl mH by the physical eyes, l>ut 
by the spiritual perceptions, and it is not strange that 
when <£ approach the Isiundary ladwiSu the two worlds, 
with the laying aside of the physical M*n*h&  the spiritual 
|a*rceptions  are quickened. This clairvoyance at the 
hour of death becomes a munificent provixidn, illumina­
ting the darkness by the radiant featingw of departed 
friends. At this supreme motarnt^jwKen the wonders 
and beauties of the future burst on the vision, the spirit 
reflecting on the fare of the Issly it is leaving its surprise 
and delight, and the features retain their expn-ssion after 
the spirit has gone.

What a b|e»Mil reality to the departed was the 
moment when the spiritual senses were quickened, and 
she caught a gliiiqwe of the puq*l<-  shores of eternal 
life! Days and weeks and months of pain, sleepless 
nights and days of torture, the weariness which could 
nut find rest, all forgotten in the new delight! How 
wonderful it must Imvc been for her to fed free from 
|tain, restored by tlm touch of the silent messenger, and 
conscious of a sweet and quiet restfulness which was of 
itself a joy ! Mother and Father meet her, and the 
husband of her youth is there to welcome her. As she 
proceeds further, and the golden cord which unites her 
spirit with the body is severed, and she liccomes freed 
from its burdens, how exquisite to her the pulsations in 
the new atmosphere, which is soft as light, with a 
refreshing coolmws, contrasting with the fever-heat of 
earth. The loving friends will not only welcome her, 
they will conduct her wondering spirit, startled by the 
strange things it meets, to their own bright sphere. 
There she will meet the cherish'd friends of long ago, 
and renew the liroken tics and scattered promises, and 
find that love and affection in this life prophesy of 
l»oundlcss joys in the life which is to come.

There she will meet her children. 'Dm little bud tom 
untimely from its stem, and those who had reached a 
riper age. Blessed family reunion in Heaven! After 
this life is done, can there I*  any prospect more delight­
ful. Father and mother, sisters and brothers, children 
and friends gathered by sympathetic Ixmds in groups 
fraternal, and enjoying the delights of an existence ovor 
which hang no cruel clouds of chunge, across whose 
bright landscape blow no blighting winds, whose eternal 
waters know no wintry frosts.

Would you call her back I Would you ask her worn 
spirit to return to the shattered Imdy I It would be 
selfish of us to do so. She has passed through the great 
change. Having fulfilled her appointed mission on 
earth, she has gone up higher to a grander destiny. 
Wo with our mortal eyes, and human perception, see 

only the earth side. We know only of the oold and 
moveless body, the pall, the bier, the grave. We speak 
the sacred name of mother, and our ears hear do 
answer. We confound our mother with the casket, and 
we weep. It is human to weep. Tears are the offering 
of undying love, pearls from the heart of affection.

Yet, looking beyond, seeing that our mother has 
escaped, as a bird from its confining cage, and it is only 
the cage which remains, while the bird has sought more 
congenial skies, after the weeping which is human should 
there not lie rejoicing which is divine I She is safe at 
last in the heavenly harbour with those she loved. No 
more pain, no more sorrow, no more jmrtings for ever. 
She is joined tó the band of our friends whose influence 
will fall upon us like a blessed lienediction, inspiring us 
to good deeds and faithful endeavor.

And when this life is finished and we approach the 
immortal shore, these guardian angels will not leave us 
to face the unseen reality alone, but will weloomc us 
with such soul greetings%s angels only can bestow.

Then shall we find that we live that we may die; 
and we die liecause death is the gateway to life eternal, 
where the vague and infinite longings of this life after 
ideal excellence are fully answered.

Co tforrtspon&tnfs.
Oommunieatione intended for thia Journal thould be 

iml/n Itfiblj, and on one tide of the paper only.
** V.L.R.**  ** Abwlutc fact.*'  Reports of M. Conway's Leeton*.  and 

other matter crowded out J. Burst, too late.

ARTISTIC MEDIUMSHIP IN HOBART.

TO TIIE EDITOR OF TIIE HARBINGER OP LIGHT.
Sir,—I promi soil some time since to report the working 
of Spiritualism in our fair city of Hobart, which I have 
not yet found time to do, but being invited by an old 
friend to look at some of his spirit-drawings and paint­
ings I went, and was astonished at the number and 
variety of designs, and the extraordinary coloring of 
some. In th«*  first place, I must tell you that my 
friend Mr. G., in his normal state, has no more idea of 
drawing or coloring than a kitten, yet some of his work 
would puzzle even an artist to copy. The colors are 
strangely blcnd'd, yet harmonise with the subject. His 
method is as follows;—He takes the pencil as for writing, 
when figures are formed, principally confined to shells 
and Seaweed. When painting he spreads the pajnts upon 
tlm table, when the hand is impressed to pick up one 
paint after the other, and rub them down. The hand is 
then*  impressed to take the brush and paint the subject. 
1 have seen him take a sheet of paper, say 12 x 16 
inches, then hold the pencil at the top comer. After a 
few seconds it would move rapidly from comer to comer, 
top to bottom, and from side to side, without any apparent 
dirsign, but when finished it would show a beautiful 
collection of shells in groups, each well formed, without 
any crossing or waste lines, although the pencil appeared 
"not to have left the paper from lieginning to end. 
Among the most remarkable I selected two, and with 
the medium's permission have had them photographed, 
and herewith forward a copy of each. They do not 
shew the coloring, but if you will place them under 
a glass and bring them to a depth of about ton inches 
for No. 2, and the same for the diameter of No. 1, you 
you will more clearly see the design in the original. Na 
1 is a fine collection of shells beautifully grouped and 
colored. No 2 an*  strange forma, but the left hand 
figure is beautifully colored. I should wish if you have 
the opportunity to show the photos to some one who 
studies geology, and ask if he has met with any fossil 
resembling those on No. 2. The right hand figure 
appears to bo something between a marine and a 
terrestrial organism, while the shape of the left leads to 
a doubt as to whether it is a unit or a group. My- 
friend’s guide gives the name of Eno—writes he was in 
earth-life at the beginning of the sixteenth century. 
Upon being asked if he was then an artist, he replied 
—“No, but 1 made a study of conchology." Upon 
asking what tlm figures on No. 2 wore, ho replied, " The 
spirit cannot answer your question, "but they will never 
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be seen in the world again, they are all buried in past 
ages. Now, Sir, is this the work, and these the replies, 
ot spooks and elementals, as the theosophist would teach 
us! If so, what is truth, where shall wc find it! 8ince 
I was fifteen years old I have been adrift in search of 
truth, which the dogmas of the churches and the 
improbable stories written in the Book have hidden from 
me, and being now near the allotted period of three 
score and ten, I think 1 have found in modem Spiritual­
ism or in the phenomena, such

“Imputations, and strong circumstance*  
Which lead directly to the trade of truth.**

At any rate it confirms a lifelong belief in the existence 
of a Supreme Being, and proves the fact of man’s immor­
tality. These points theosophy, with all its ancient lore 
and uncommunicatable secrets, does not wrest from my 
feeble grasp, though there is much good to be gathered 
from ito teachings.

I remain, Sir, 
Yours truly,

* Liverpool St, Hobart, Oct 15, 1883. E. H. I.

MENTAL ATMOSPHERES. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

Sir,—The interesting correspondence, at present appear­
ing in your columns, upon “ Brain Wave«,” encourages 
me to briefly allude to what appears to me to be a some­
what kindred subject. I refer to certain occult in­
fluences, which I know not how to describe save by calling 
them mental atmospheres. These influences, it st-ems to 
me, are distinct from the action of individual spirits, in 
so far that they simultaneously aflect large bodies of 
people, the effects being naturally more apjuirent in the 
cases of the more sensitive or mediumistic ones. To be 
more clear, I believe there are such things as atmospheres 
of depression, of excitement, of anarehy and of calm, 
that they come, so to speak, in waves, and simul­
taneously influence masses of people in some one 
direction. It may be in the direction of sobriety, or 
intemperance, or benevolence, or crime, or, in short, in 
any direction in w-hich the mind is capable of being 
moved. These I believe to be the causes which are 
everywhere in the present day exciting the world to such 
unwonted activity.

That spirits can sway an acute sensitive in all of these 
directions I feel fully convinced. I myself, for instance, 
have at times been forced to give uttcranco to the most 
fervent prayers, of which, while in tlie very act of 
speaking them, my reason disapproved. At other times 
I have been impelled to use coarse and ohjectibnable 
language, such as I have never of my own Accord been 
accustomed to give expression to. I may without 
egotism say that my disposition is the very opposite of 
passionate, and that even under provocation my desire is 
always to refrain from continuing a <iuarrel. Yet I have> 
many times been irresistibly moved to violent passion 
and insulting language.

I would like to see a discu&sion in your columns upon 
what these influences are which sway bodies of people, 
and I believe occasionally even nations. Are they 
brought about by the combined action of vast masses of 
spirits, or do they owe their origin to something apart 
from such combinations ?

Yours, &c.,
October 14, 1883. OR.
P.S.—How those Spiritualists who hold to the hard 

and fast doctrine that only like attracts like can account 
for these experiences of mine I am at a loss to under­
stand. I fancy this rigid doctrine will have before very 
long to be considerably modified.—O.R.

THE ATHANA8IAN CREED. 
TO TIIE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

Sir.—In the report of the Church of England General 
Assembly, as it appears in the Daily Telegraph of 27th 
September, there is one remark of the Bishop of Mel­
bourne’s which is worthy of note, viz., “His own ex­
perience in his church at Paddington was, that able 
lawyers, scholars, and statesmen sat down during the 
recitation of the (Athanasian) creed, and for his (the 

speaker's) part L um/ to be aJnuaod to foot hie c®m- 
yreyatioa while reading it," This is, to say the least, 
candid, if it be the reverse of consistent, sering th it 
Dr. Moorhouse still continues a bishop of tlisit churviu 
the rubric of which imperatively directs that this bla*  
phemous creed ehall be read. He reminds me of tin- 
old Presbyterian parson who used to introduce the gUI 
tidings of eternal hell-fire into every sermon that be 
preached, and who, on one occasion, candidly admittol 
that he did not believe a word of the blasphemous 
doctrine himself. On a friend asking him bow he could 
reconcile his practice with his admission, be replied with 
great vehemence, “Tutx, maun, do ye na ken that a 
minister maun gie his congregation whaf they W', 
irrespective o’ his ain belief!" Possibly, though our 
learned bishop might not explain his position in such 
plain phraseology, he may justify his iucoiixistency on 
similar grounds to his Presbyterian brother in the Lord. 
If otherwise, let his lordship stop down from his exalted 
pedestal, and, without any quibbling, endeavor to 
reconcile his continuance in office with his statement 
that he is ashamed of that portion of the Church 
of England service which includes the erred of St 
Athanasius.

Yours, A'c,
October 1st, 1883. CONSISTENCY.

THE LATE WILLIAM DENTON. 

The above well-known Geologist, Lecturer, and Rcfonu<-r, 
whose recent death in the wild*  of New Guinea caused 
a widespread feeling of regret throughout the Australian 
colonies, was loni at Darlington, Durham, England, 
January Sth, 1823. His father wus a wool-coinber; hu 
mother, who was an ex-school teacher, placed Willia.n, 
when only three yean of age, with an old schoolmistress 
of her acquaintance, and it is reported that at four yean 
he could read the Bible. He was subsequently trans­
ferred to the Bristol Penny School, where he made rapid 
progress, displaying a great relish for books, and a*  hu 
taste at that time was governed by the religious view*  
of his parents, the Methodist library furnished his pabu­
lum; later on through the. instrumentality of a teacher Im 
got access to the magazines and Chaml>m' works. These 
latter considerably enlarged his sphere of thought, and 
some papers on Geology led him to the study of the Bub- 
joctj which he supplemented by some practical research. 
At eleven years of age he was hired by a currier at 
Darlington and soon after took part in a church debate 
to the surprise of many of the uudience. He returned 
to school and liecame chief monitor, and being trunkfem-d 
to a grammar-school learned the rudiments of Greek and 
Latin, ylle l»ecanm a.member of the local Mechanic* ’ 
Institute, read Lyell’s works, and attended scientific 

Jictures. The formation of a railway »tunnel passing 
through some fossiliferous strata enabled him to pursue 
Iris geological studies further and accumulate specimens. 
At seventeen he commenced lecturing on Temperance, 
and gave religious addresses in the Sunday-school*.  
Reading " Coombe’s Constitution of Man/' created a 
revolution in his mind, and rapidly led hi|n to wan Is 
heresy. At nineteen he obtained admission as a student 
to the Normal Institute, Borough-road, London, and 
within six months was appointed to a school at Newport, 
Monmouthshire. During his stay in London he attended 
all the prominent lectures and debates, and sometimes 
took part in them. Here he became acquainted with 
Joseph Barker, the evangelist, and subsequent atheistical 
lecturer, and learned a lesson in oratory from him. 
Whilst at Newport he fell in with the works of 
Drs. Elliotson, Esdaile, and Ashbumer, and becoming 
deeply interested in Mesmerism, resolved to test the 
matter for himself. He proved to be a powerful M••»- 
meriser and gave lectures illustrated with experiments. 
His addresses on Temperance and Radicalism raised up 
many foes, and just after he had sent for his parents and 
sister he was dismissed from the school for heresy. 
Great privations followed, and poor Denton was obliged 
to sell his looks to purchase necessaries for the family. 
Through the interest of a friend he obtained a position
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in a school at Camberwell, near London, but the prin­
cipal (a Calvinist), as soon as he found out Denton's 
views immediately dismissed him. He next obtained a 
clerkship on the South-Eastern railway, at Ashford, 
Kent; there he met Miss Caroline Gilbert*  who earnestly 
sympathised with his views and efforts at elevating 
humanity, and she subsequently became his wife.

He lectured at Ashford on Temperance and Reform 
«lory subjects, and found scope for the pursuit of his 
favourite study of Geology. In spite of the prevalence 
of Orthodoxy in the township, all went on well until he 
announced a Radical >unda<f lecture. Various influences 
were brought to l»car to prevent this, hut Denton would 
not yield. He started the lecture in the open air, but 
l-’ing interfered with by the police accepted the invitation 
of a friend ami addressed the crowd from his window. 
This was too much, for the clerical party, influence was 
brought to hear on the company and Denton was dis­
missed, the superintendent and his fellow-clerks expres­
sing great regret at parting with him and making him a 
presentation in token of their esteem.

Finding he could not live in England without constant 
sacrifice, unleas he concealed his Radical views, be deter­
mined to emigrate to America, and landed in Phila­
delphia with six pounds in his pocket. This was stolen 
from him during the night, ami he started to seek his 
fortune with just three cents in his |iOKW-asion. After 
enduring many hardships In*  obtained charge of a school, 
and was soon in a ¡»oaition to send for his parents, sister, 
and Caroline Gilbert, to whom he wns shortly after, mar­
ried by a justice of the pi-oce.

About this time he wrote " Common Sense Tlioughta 
on the Bible.” He removed to the vicinity of Phila­
delphia, he|]>ed to form a delating society, and held a 
«■ontroverxy on the Bunday rjuestion with a Presbyterian 
minister. Living economically he was aide to save 
money ; all denoted happiness nnd prosperity, when the 
sudden death of his beloved wife dashed the cup from 
his li|n and for a time prostrated his energies. When-he 
recovered from th« shock he removed to Western Vir­
ginis, and taking up a few acres of ground lived for 
awhile alone. Rousing his energies he wnt for his father 
and mother and went to work with pen, axe, and sfiade, 
the mental work consisting in the writing of essays on 
scientific and reformatory subjects; nor nos Geology for­
gotten, a portion of his time l<eing devoted to expeditions 
in pursuit of specimens. Hr became well known in the 
locality, and taught at the school, l»ut his anti-slavery 
sentiments coming out hr became unpopular, and was 
threatened with consequences, which necessitated his seek­
ing fresh fields of laliour, which after considerable priva­
tion he found at Dayton, where he prospered for a time. 
Here he met with Buchanan’s Journal of lleulth, and 
got his first cue to Psychometry. He found his sister 
Annie an excellent Psychometrist and psychometry led him 
on to Spiritualism. Hr formed a circle in his own bouse, 
and elicited manifestations of a test character, subse­
quently studying the phenomena through various me­
diums in nil parts of the country. Ho was at this time 
school master, but his openly avowed views on the develop­
ment theory led to his dismissal, notwithstanding which 
his talents gained him the appointment of Principal of 
the Hamilton Grammar School, which he left for a wider 
field of action in Cincinatti, where he wrote for The type 
•f the Timet, upon which paper the present Mrs. Denton 
was then cmployril as compositor. Miss Foote was a 
prominent advocate of Press reform, and her courage in 
living up to her principles excited the admiration of 
William Denton. Mrs. Denton proved to be a Psycho- 
inetrist, and by her aid he was enabled not only to test 
the correctness of his former experiments, but to add 
largely to his knowledge of the subject. His health fail­
ing through close study and neglect of the laws of 
hygrine, he went a journey to Texas, travelling 7000 
miles in three months, and upwards of 1000 on foot 
This journey thoroughly restored his health and added 
twenty pounds to his weight.

He now adopted lecturing and literature as a profes­
sion, travelling through the United States and Canadu, 
adding at every available opportunity to his geological 
knowledge. In January, 1856, his name appeared con­

jointly with John Patterson as editor of Tie Stcul 
Revol et to*.  A*  an indication of his sentiments, Mr. 
Powell, to whom we are indebted for moat of thia 
biography, gives tho following extract from that paper. 
Speaking of the friends of reform he says:—“I say, be of 
good cheer, the winter of our paat is melting away, and 
th«*  sunny beams of the present arc reviving to the souL 
Th«- future is before us, radiant with lirauty ; labour and 
it shall I*  your*  Our enemies are numerous, but their 
* capons are weaker than straws ; their armour is made 
of a spider's web, that a Ixbe can pieroe. Live the true 
life; ever obedient to your noblest thought; walk the 
path of duty, however steep or arduous ; lie mild as a 
summer’s breath, firm as the deep-rooted mountain, pure 
as a ray of light, and the truth ye teach and live shall 
triumph over all.*

At Chargrin Falls, Professor (afterwards President) 
Garfield met Mr. Denton in debate on “ The Origin of 
Man." The delate lasted a week, and added largely to 
Denton’s fame. A year or two later he delivered a series 
of Geological lectures, at the Meionaon, Boston, and 
published the first volume of “ The Soul of Things," and 
not long after, his great Geological work, " Our Planet, 
its Past and Future,*  which is now in its 9th edition.

He spent several months in explorations in Tennessee 
and a summer in Colorado ; made discoveries of veins of 
petroleum coal, and brought home the greatest number of 
fossil insects yet discovered in America, details of which 
may be found in "Annals of Scientific Discovery.”

During the latter portion of his life, Mr. Denton was 
more firmly than ever' impressed with the value of 
Psychometry as a means of unfolding and correcting the 
history of the world. He published two more volumes 
of his experiments, connected principally with this globe, 
and had a third one, based upon a series of examinations 
of a meteoric stone, nearly ready for publication. His 
last published work, “ Is Darwin Right!” is a deeply 
interesting and scientific one, comprehending the parallel 
evolution of spirit and matter. His " Radical Dis­
course*  " have had an immense circulation in all English*  
speaking countries ; and the “ Sermon from Shakspeare*s  
Text," which is one of the last of the series, is a gem 
that should shine in every household.

Mr. Denton arrived in Victoria in July, 1881, and 
commenced his first series of Scientific Lectures at the 
Athrmeum Hall on the 29th of that month, subse­
quently lecturing in Sydney, New /««aland, and Tas­
mania. He gave his first Spiritualistic lecturi? at the 
Bijou Theatre, on Sunday, August 6th, 1882, and con­
tinued to leetan there to crowded houses until February 
11 th, 1883, his last speech in Melbourne being given at 
tho Athemvum on the 18th of that month.

His succeeding Kuccessful courses at Sydney and Bria- 
liane are briefly alluded to in his last words from New 
Guinea. He visited and lectured successfully at Rock*  
hampton, Mackay, and Charters Towers, and was rn- 
gagvd at a salary of £50 per week to examine and 
|q«ort on the silver mines there.

On July 1st, ho wrote from Thursday Island as fol­
lows :—

Camp, Thursday Island, 
July 1, 1883.

Dear Friend Terry,—We expect to leave for New 
Guinea to-morrow. We go with the exploring party 
sent out by the proprietors of the Atutralotiae. I do 
not intend to remuin there more than a month, but may 
find it difficult to get oil’ at the time 1 may desire. Tho 
l*oys  expect to Ik- there for three months, making deadly 
havoc among tho birds of paradise. It is probable that 
we shall meet at Batavia before going to India, which I 
still think will be some time in November. Letters to 
reach me for the next three months should be directed 
to Hong Kong (care of Dr. Rogers, dentist). It is not 
my intention at present to lecture cither in China or 
Japan, but take a glimpse of tho country, and collect 
a little and return to Batavia. Will try to write you a 
letter from Now Guinea for publication, I shall 
probably find some subjects there of special interest We 
are making large collections of birds, corals, and shells, 
being camped on the edge of a forest, and within a 
quarter of a mile of a coral reef, whose beauty is beyond 
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description. Our health is excellent, but if you could 
see us lying on the shingle at the door of our tent, which 
WM finished yesterday, you might suppose we were a 
group of wandering Arabs. .... Kind regards to 
all friends. Your sincere friend, William Dbnton.

Captain Armit’s letters in the Argue of August 18, 25, 
and September 15, make mention of him and his valuable 
assistance to the party, but the first direct communication 
we received from him was mostly of a private nature ; the 
portion relating to his movements and intentions we 
append:—

Shugan, New Guinea, 
Aug. 3, 1883.

Dear Friend Terry,—I have given up my intended 
trip to China and Japan, and am going with an exploring 
expedition over the mountain range to the eastern coast 
of the Island. I have left Sherman and Shelley about 
thirty miles back, where they are securing a great many 
fine birds. .... Will send you a letter for publi­
cation from New Guinea. I am making large collections. 
Your sincere friend, William Dbntom.

The promised letter for publication was anxiously 
looked for by ourselves and many of our readers, and our 
friend appears to have commenced the fulfilment of his 
promise, the completion of which was prevented by his 
sickness and death. The following fragment being 
evidently the preface to his New Guinea experiences, 
bearing no date, but said by Mr. Shelley Denton (who 
kindly forwarded it to us) to have been written shortly 
before his death, is probably his last writing. He is 
severe in his comments upon one of our great vices, 
which was doubtless much more apparent to him than to 
us

Dear Friend Terry,—Here from the wilds of New 
Guinea, where the foot of white man never before wan­
dered, I write you. First, a few words about the Aus­
tralian colonies, in which I spent many very agreeable 
months, and from which I have brought a great many 
pleasant memories. I found your cities larger, grander, 
and in many respects better than I had anticipated; 
your people were cultured and more readily disposed to 
hear unpopular truths than 1 had any reason to expect; 
your public gardens, schools of art, and public libraries, 
are incomparably superior to those in America in cities 
of equal size, and give promise of a glorious future for a 
country that in less than a hundred years will probably 
consist of a number of flourishing United States, occu­
pied by more than fifty million English speaking people. 
There are, however, many dark features in your country, 
to which justice compels me to refer. You aae the most 
drunken people that I have seen since I left the colliery 
districts of England, forty five years ago. I saw more 
drunken men and women in Sydney and Melbourne 
within a month than I had previously seen in the United 
States for I think fully thirty years. At the same time 
I had more invitations to drink intoxicating drinks in 
private than I had previously received for I think a life­
time. I am told that as a people you are improving in 
this respect, and I think this is the case ; but drunken­
ness will curse you just as long as it is fashionable to 
take intoxicating drinks at private tables.

After leaving Melbourne I gave twenty lectures in 
Sydney to large and enthusiastic audiences. This was 
my third visit to Sydney, and some of the lectures were 
repetitions. The labours of Mr. Tyerman and Mr. 
Bright have done much to liberalise this city, in which 
I found one of the most interesting fields in which I ever 
laboured.

At Brisbane, Queensland, our next [point, I gave 
twenty-five lectures, fifteen of them on as many con­
secutive nights. Our audiences were large, and the 
interest in the lectures very great—

Here he left off abruptly, never in this world to 
resume his narration. The only details of his illness and 
death at present to hand are those given in Capt. 
Armit’s despatch which appeared in The Argue of the 
13th ult, from which we extract the portion having 
special reference to him :—

“ On tb*  18th Aanst, Pmfemor Denton onaplaiand of iadia- 
posibon. bat not serioas. He had before bean enfenn*  from a 
nasty nicer on the instep. As we eoald not pierce into the ran« 
of mountain« before at. iiwinj to war bet wren the tribes. I deter­
mined to return and make aa attempt from a new point. We 
rested three days at Dedonria, havinf to di mb over Monnt 
Belford. 3.600ft. hiph. rrofeaeor Denton «u oxnpletely ex­
hausted, having refused a!! nourishment and medicine since hr- 
coming ill. I remained with him and cheered him along and 
orer the summit. Mr. Hunter met us here, and we got on rery 
well. Going down heavy rain soaked ns through, aud it was very 
cold. Belford returned from the village with freak mm and a 
hammock. We carried Protawor Denton into Iochivago. On 
the 24th Belford was prostrate«! by fever, Professor Deoum getting 
weaker, yet obstinate even regarding food as well as physic Ou 
the 26th we started for Muroka, Profewwr D.-ntoo and Belford <>n 
stretchers. The fever attacked me before breakfast, and I had a 
tendble day. We reached Bengabadi at 2 pm. The village was 
dem-rted. The natives propped up the crumbling roof of a hvt, 
but the floor had sunk tn the centre. Mr. Hunter, who was the 
only sound man of the party, made our beds. Profeawir Denton 
occupied the level space in the centre. I lay to bis nght, aud 
Beeford on his left At half-past 8 pun. Professor Denton had 
very slight coavulsive fits. Five minutes afterwards be was dea I. 
It was pouring with rain, and the weather was close and sultry. 
That night we were forced t > camp with the deal body betwwn 
trs. Mr Hunter dug a grave, and we buried our unfortunate friend 
at 7 on Monday morning."

Such was the sad end of one of the moat energetic 
and sterling reformers of the present century.

We have written to Mr. Denton’s tons, and to Capt. 
Armit, and any fuller information concerning the life 
and death of Mr. Denton that is likely to interest our 
readers will appear in our next issue.

SYDNEY LETTER.

Alas ! the world is very superficial in its reasoning. It 
censures one and applauds another for the same utter­
ances, and while it cheers to the echo the world-truths 
told by Anglican bishops it raises its hands in pious 
horror at the same truths when they come as a challenge 
from the Freethought camp. Yet, with all, the Christian 
army to day much resembles the Saracen one that met 
Martel in the memorable past. It is split to the very 
heart with dissension. Jealousy and bigotry expel from 
its ranks the more liberal and truly Christian thinkers, 
and thus weakened it becomes an easier prey to the 
“ hammer ” of unfettered thought.

The Rev. Mr. Osborne is again in trouble. Firstly, 
he dared to see something divine in other religious 
systems, and this did not agree with the si-ctarian 
bigotry of his church eldere, and now he has expressed 
the same opinion relative to Mrs. Ham ¡»son that I did 
in my last letter, and the wrath of his people is upon 
his head. It is rather awkward that the legitimate 
founder of/ Christianity —for had it not been for St 
Paul’s pro/elytising it would never have gone beyond the 
land oWndea —should have written, "Letyour women 
keep silence in the churches,” but Mr. Osborne rightly 
does not read this in its literal meaning, and considers 
thq lady quite justified in her mission if die can do any 
permanent good ; but he adds, “This is the age ot 
novelty, and people flock to see a popular actor, a well- 
trained elephant, or a Mrs. Hampson,” and he con­
tinues, referring to the latter, " When the excitement is 
over so is the conversion.’’- Hence the declaration of 
war, hence this strange exhibition of pseudo Christianity 
Financially she has boon a gn at success, spiritually a 
greater failure, for like the Cooks and Somervilles she 
swooped down upon us, collected her “ golden guineas,” 
and departed a richer: if »»ot a wiser woman.

Sunday, October "th, inaugurated another half year in 
our Lyceum, and of course a change in officers J yet so 
energetically and well has our post Conductor worked 
that it seems almost a pity he was not re-elected. We 
are pushing well ahead, and give promise of greater 
things in the future. On the 21st Inst, a musical enter­
tainment was given by the choir, which pass'd off very 
successfully, while early in November we are to have an 
amateur dramatic performance in aid of die building . 
fund, which is steadily increasing.

On the Sunday following, the Spiritualistic Association 
hold the first of a series of Fruit and Floral Service», 
where for the small sum of sixpence you an- entitled to 
introduce a friend and partake of as much cake and fruit
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as you can lay bands on. Of course thia food corporeal 
will include a dessert of a more spiritual character by 
numerous speaker» and reciter*.  The various seances 
held under the auspices of this society are progressing 
favourably, while the Association itself still waves the 
excelsior banner. Th« Rainbow has made its second 
appearance in our Lyceum with oven more success than 
attended its debut.

That Spiritual ism is becoming a power in the world 
receives fresh confirmation almost daily, while probably 
the latest is the lectures of one of our eminent Anglican 
divines upon it; and, still later, a sermon preached at 
the Papal cathedral, warning the faithful against its 
diabolical mechanisms, will give it an impetus

Mias Wood, so long expected, is at last in our midst, 
and like a Trojan refreshed, is eager for the fray. The 
ghost was to walk for the first time in Sydney, on the 
1 "th, and as she intends holding a trio of suances weekly, 
“ Pocha ** will be kept high busy. Much good may result 
from this visit which is very opportune, although we 
must not forget that this class of phenomena is only a 
means to an end, and that the childish broken-English 
chatter of an Indian maiden is not Spiritualism, but 
simply one lesson in its alphabetical or phenomenal 
phase.

Them is a story told of the shade of a Greek appear­
ing Iteforr Pluto, who when his name was pronounced 
chided the hicMcngers who had brought him hither; 
•*  For," he said, “ this man’s thread is not vet run out; 
hasten lack and place his shade again within the body, 
but bring me hither the spirit of one Plautus, a tailor, 
whoso Span is long outrun." And they dqiartcd and 
did as command'd. i

Before the Plutonian scat the spirit of our esteemed 
friend, Professor Denton stands. Would that the Ruler 
of the nether regions did say to him, as lie did to the 
Greek of old : for his thread was not outrun—his earth­
life was not completed. Tlicrv are many like Plautus 
whom we could well spore, but him we cannot, for he is 
a man fur in advance of the narrow suMleties of schools 
—an unflinching champion of unfettered thought, and 
an uncompromising advocate of the truths of our har­
monist philosophy. The clear-visioned and far-seeing 
capalulilies of his great mind; his rewardics into the 
occult, and his linsont on the truths of tlm |*ost  ages, 
must live on, although he has gone to the -realms of the 
spirit-land, with muny a truth left untold — many re­
searches of a life yet hidden from the world. No doubt 
we shall have him amongst us again, and through the 
mediumship of some earthly friend, telling us of the 
wonders of Psychomct ry and the man els of the spirit­
land.

BETA.

SPIRIT GUARDIANSHIP, OR WHAT!

In the issue of the 18th August, 1881, of the Rt-liyio- 
Philon/iliiral Journal, I read the follmdRig; “Recently, 
a party from Texas, consisting of father, mother, and 
four children, took passage with Conductor Minor at St. 
Louis, I .on n< I for Indi anopol is. A short distance the 
other side of Pans, Illinois, one of the children walked 
out on the rear platform while a»l<-<*p,  the other occupants 
of the car paying no attention to the child » movements. 
The train was running at the rate of forty mile*  an hour, 
and when tie- attention of the conductor «as called to 
the fact that the child had gone out on the platform, he 
instituted search and found it miming. The jtarents 
were frantic when notified of the child's di»ap|»arance, 
and at Pana a party of section hand» wen- sent hack on 
a hand-cur to search for traces of the missing child. 
Alxnit thn*e  mile» from the city they found the little 
one lying Iwsidn the track, and picked it up for dead, but 
on being s|Hiken t<> mid shaken u lit lie it awoke, and the 
discovery was made that it hud I wen asleep all the time, 
and was ent indy unconscious of what luul happened. 
The youngster was not even 1 sully bni.M-d, and was 
returned to its parents in good order. Conductor Minor 
is positive that the train was going at tie rate of forty 
miles an hour when the sleeping child tell off, and its 
escape is most miracvlont."

Here ends the story as reported by the Indiaaopoli 
Journal, and its conclusion is truly miraculous I I though 
the age of miracles was past, but I am evidently mis 
taken, so easy docs it seem to people to explain extra 
ordinary occurrences on the principle of miracle. rrV>.

Well, I met professionally with similar miracles in my 
life ; one of which took place in 1861, in a place called 
Wallace’s Gully, near Chiitem, where a miner had fallen 
down n shaft aliout one hundred feet deep. The mes­
senger who fetched me to the scene of the catastrophe 
never expected to see his mate alive again in this world, 
but his astonishment as well as mine may be more easily 
imagined than described when on our arrival at the spot 
we found the man walking about none the worse for his 
too facilit droemtiu avrrni. What saved the man’s life! 
Answer, a miracle !

Not many months ago a child, about four year*  old, 
fell out of one of the cars running on the Hhrpparton 
line, Victoria. The child had been loaning with its hack 
against the door of the carriage, which was not properly 
shut, and cons<H|u«nt)y fell out. The train was running’ 
at the rate of alxiut twenty-five miles an hour at the 
time of the accident; but when the train had been 
brought to a standstill in order to recover the child, the 
poor little thing had not even received a scratch. This, 
I suppose, was another miracle 1 Be it so.

Let me relate now two more miraculom «-»capes from 
death by railway accidents which I experienced person­
ally in the year*  1853 and 1854. when I was still a 
medical student. On my journey home from Vienna to 
the shores of Lake Constance I had entered one of the 
last three carriages of a train on tho point of leaving 
Munich, tho capital of Bavaria. As I sat at tho window 
looking out, two of my companions came along and 
asked mo why I was sitting by myself when several of 
my fellow atudunta were going by the same train in a car 
a little fartle-r on towards the locomotive. I immedi­
ately got out ami joined my mates. Shortly after starting, 
in crossing tie- River Lech, th«*  railway Itridge broke 
down, and th«- last three car*  of th«*  train wen*  violently 
tom off and | recipitated into tie- swollen river, all pas­
senger*  on board |m risking in the flocal. What a lucky 
coincidence my leaving tho seat I originally occupied ! 
Truly, a mine I«-! I think differently ; and what made 
me think differently afterwards was a similar narrow and 
mirnculout r -< a|H*  on tho same lino during my vacation­
trip homo in the following year, 185-1. 1 bad taken my
ticket by the midday train to the same destina­
tion as almt< , from Munich, but having lm-n unavoid­
ably detained, the train left without me in spite of my 
demonstrate •• signaling to driver and other oAk-islx, 
Three t’s. wait for no man : time, tide, and train. Well, 
I was extn iiH ly sorry for losing my passage, as I was 
not overbun 1< ned w ¡th cash at’the time. But my sorrim-ss 
was chang'd into a different mood when a telegram reach'd 
Munich, about three o’clock pan., to the effect that the 
train I intended to travel by had gone off the line in the 
Bavariun Alp, near a little mountain lake, round which 
the line formed a somewhat sharp curve, and that the 
engine and all the carriages had run into the lake, drown­
ing every num on l>oard. I naturally complained^no 
longer al>out tin- loMt of my ticket, but it set ms thimffbg 
about my two Htiram/aita cs«-ape*  of the current and the 
past years. I did not, howeter, succeed in explaining 
them, and in my then ignorance I attributed the saving 
of my life on these two occasions to chance, coincidence, 
good luck, I ut not to miracles; for nt that time I had 
already given up all lu-lief in miracle*  in the ordinary 
Christian *-n»e  of tin*  term. Now, of course, I know 
bettor, but I leave my readers at liberty to settle the 
matter themselves to their own satisfaction.

a W. ROHNER.
Bonalla, 11 th Oct., 1883.

At tho Session of the Richmond Progressive Lyceum, 
held oft th*  moruing of Sunday, Oct. 21st, a number of 
copies of Mr. W. D. C. Denovan’s new and valuable 
work, "TIi*-  Evidences of Spiritualism," kindly pre­
sented by that gentlemen for the purpose, wen*  distri­
buted amongst the officers and familim attending the 
Lyceum.
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MBS. MASON. CLAIRVOYANT & HEALER.
From Nine to Five ; Fee, 5s. 4 Barkly-«t, Carlton.

A New and Valuable Book
MRS. EMMA HARDINCE BRITTEN,

Now ready for the Press, and will be published as soon 
as the subscription list justifies a necessarily heavy 
expenditure. A large 8vo. volume of about 600 pages, 
with numerous Illustrations, entitled "Nineteenth 
Century Miracles; or Spirits and their Work in every 
Country of the Earth.” The author has spent nearly 
a quarter of a century in collecting her material, and 
spared no expense in authenticating her facts.

The Subscription Price in Melbourne will be

15s. PER COPY, OR FIVE COPIES FOR £3.

Intending Subscribers are requested to send in their 
Names early to Mr. W. H. Terry, 84 Russell-Street, 

Melbourne.
CJF* A Synopsis of Contents may be had on application.

THE LATE WILLIAM DENTON’S

Melbourne Lectures.
The following Lectures, delivered at the Bijou Theatre, 
by the late Wm. Denton, were Reported and Published 
in the Uarbinqer of Light, from September, 1882, to 
February, 1883, and will be sent Post Free to any address 
on receipt of 3s:—

1. The Philosophy of Death.
2. The New Religion.
3. The Way to be Happy.
4. The Science of Religion.
5. Prophecies of the Bible.
6. God in the Light of Science & Common

Sense.
Single Nos. 6d. with exception of No. 3, of which there 

are only a limited number, Price Is.

CARTE DE VISITE PHOTOGRAPHS OF MR. DENTON, I/.

W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET. I

TO INTENDING INVESTIGATORS.
Persons desiring to Investigate Spiritualism can, upon 
forwarding Sixpence in Australian or New Zealand 
Stamps to the Office of this Paper, have Directions for 
the Formation and Conduct of Circles and other useful 
Information sent them.

If One Shilling is sent, Mrs. Britten’s valuable Book, 
" On the Road, or the Spiritual Investigator,” will be 
added.

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION 
OF 

SPIRITUALISTS­

OFFICE AND READING ROOM 
84 Russell Street, Melbourne.

OBJECTS:
" The Investigation and Advancement of Spiritual 

Truths and Purposes."
RULES, Etc., ON APPLICATION.

SOUL READING,
Or Psychological Delineation of Character.

MRS. A B. SEVERANCE would respectfully announce 
to the public of Australia that those who will-emd their 
autograph or lock of hair to her, she will rive an accu­
rate description of their leading traits of character and 
peculiarities of disposition; marked changes in past 
and future life; physical disease, with prescription 
therefor ; what business they are beat adapted to pursue 
in order to be successful; the physical and mental adapt­
ation of those intending marriage; and hints to the 
nharmoniously married.

Address—Mm A B. Severamcx, Centre Street, 
between Church and Prairie Streets, White Water, 
Walworth Co., Wis., U.S., America.

Fm 10/6

N.B.—No application will receive attention unless 
the fee is sent direct to Mrs. A B. Severance, or to Mr. 
John Frauenfelder, Wilson Street, Albury, N.8.W.

RESPECTABLE WOMAN, age 50, wants Situation; 
suit Elderly Lady, Gentleman, or Workingman.— 
Mm. Downs, Post-Office, Oakleigh.

ON THE ROAD OR THE SPIRITUAL 
INVESTIGATOR.

The undersigned haring Purchased at a Low Price from 
the Publisher a large remainder of the above Valuable 
Work, by MRS. EMMA HARDINCE BRITTEN, is 

prepared to Sell them at Sixpence per Copy; 
Postage, Victoria, 2d; other Colonies, 3d.

W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.

JUST RECEIVED FROM CALCUTTA.

TnBoaopiiicAL Miscellaxim (No. 1.):—
Thoughts on the Metaphysics of Th»-osophy; S. Sanda- 

ram Iyer (issued under the authority of the Theosophi­
cal Society). Price 1 6, post 4d.

Also a fresh supply of Hixts ox Esoteric Theosophy. 
(No. 2.) Price 1(6

W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.

JUST PUBLISHED.

"Good Angels A Sermon by the Rev. John Wesley, 
M. A (some time Fellow of Lincoln College, Oxford); 
with a Narrative drawn up by him of extraordinary 
occurrences in his Father’s house.

Price, 3d—By Post, ’4d.

W. H. Terry, 84 Russell Street.

JUST PUBLISHED,

The Evidences of Spiritualism,
BY W. D. C. DENOVAN.

The largest and best book on the subject ever published 
in the southern hemisphere ; 700 large 8vo. pag»*«,  with 

Illustrations. Price 12/

The Melbourne Age says of this book—“The volume 
is a perfect library in itself, and Mr. Denovan, who 
draws largely upon his own experience, should command 
the gratitude and the patronage of all w;ho like himself 
have been convinced by what he has seen, heard, and felt *

W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.

*
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STEWART & CO., Photographers.
■ 217 BOURKE STREET EAST, MELBOURNE.

Praznl.e. Greatly Enlarged. Tour Btndlo«

Country Agents:—
Gn/Immms—Mr. W. H. Newland«, Market Square. 
Ifcntfiersf—Mr. Wenbome, Pall Mall.
Sydney—Messrs. Turner <fc Henderson, 16 Hunter St, 

J. Dunne, Bourke St., Woollooniooloo.
Adelaida—George Robertson.
Barna wart ha—F. 0. Eggleston.
Unmmûi (AT. W. Ooatf) W. B. <k Oswin Button, Leven.
Dunedin, (N.Z)—J. Braithwaite, Arcade.
Invarcargill (NZ)—E. R. Weir, News Agent, Dee-st. 
Briebano—S. Smith & Oo., 90 Queen Street.
Launceeton—Hudson JL Hopwood.

Agente wanted for all parte of the Colony.

THE THE080PHIST
A MONTHLY JOURNAL devoted to Oriental Philo­
sophy, Art, Literature, and Occultism, embracing Mes­
merism, Spiritualism, and other Secret Science«.

Published at Madras ; conducted by H. P. Blavatsky-

Australian Agent—
W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET, Mbldoubxi

Subscription, 20/ per ann., Postage extra.

PHOTO -ART.
BATCHELDER AND CO., 

PHOTOGRAPHERS AND ARTISTS,
(Established 1854),

Execute commiuions in sll styles of Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms. Specimens at address,
■XX COLLINS STREET E A S T .

MESMERISM.
Instruction given in this Science for the Treatment of 
Disease, by a Mesmerist of considerable experience, and 
Operator of many years’ practice. The Therapeutic 
and Phenomenal Application of Meemeriem, just pub­
lished, post free from author, 2/9, or at Mr. Terry's, 2/6. 
Address: — Du. Williams, M.A., Odyle House, Punt 

Road, Richmond.—Consultation Free.

A VALUABLE BOOK TO ANYONE WHO 
KEEPS A HORSE.

A Treatise on the Horse and its Diseases, by Dr. B.
J. Kendall, with numerous Illustrations and Instruc­

tions for treatment.—Price, 1/.

FOR SALE BY W. H. TERRY, RUSSELL-ST.At Bijou's, Victoria Arcade, 
NEAR OPERA HOUSE,

Umbrellas ; Parasols
R e - cove red J R e -1 i n ed

3s. 6d. 3s. 6d.
KT Factory—40 Smith St., near Victoria Parade.

“ LIGHT.”

A Journal devoted to the Highest Interests of 
Humanity, both Here and Hereafter. Published in 
London, weekly. Melbourne Agent, W. H. Terry.

4d. per copy, 13/ per annum, Postage extra.

MISS SAMUEL
WILL HOLD CONVERSATIONAL LECTURES, 

(WITH MUSICAL SELECTIONS),
Every Sunday Evening at Seven, and Wednesday Even­
ing at Half-past Seven, at Australia House, Grattan St., 
Carlton (opposite Erskine Church), Tickets for which, 
Price Is., may be obtained at the Office of this Paper, 

or on the Premises.

SPIRITUALISTIC <fc FREETII OUGHT PAPERS.

The Medium, London (Weekly). 12 6, |»cr annum.
l’he Banner of Light, the oldest American Spiritualistic and 

Freethougbt pa|>cr, published weekly Suimcriplion.22/6 perann 
The Religio'PhiloNGphical Journal, u tlntl-cliuui Amoricnn Weekly 

published at Chicago, U.S.A. Subscripli<tf, 17/6 per annum.
Shaker Manifesto, monthly, 6d., 5s. |mt anvuin.
The Voice of Angels, an interesting journal Kditcd by Spirits, 

published fortnightly. 10s. per annum.
The “ Tbeohopliiht,” n monthly journal devoted to Oriental Philo­

sophy. Occultism, Spiritualism, Arc, Published nt Madras, 
20/ per annum.

Light for All. A monthly journal, published nt San Francisco 
6/- per annum.

Herald of Progress A weekly journal devoted to the Philosophy 
and Teachings of Spiritualism. Published at Newcastle. 10/ 
per annum.

The Vaccination Inquirer. 2s. per annum.
Copies of all the above avnilnble fur subscription.

POSTAGE EXTRA.
W. H. Terry, 84 Russell Street.

ROBERT KI NGSTON,
(FROM MAKES BT

SANOSTKtl^, Al lOIMJ’j.fT

LONDON), TO IIKR MAJESTY

UMBRELLA MAK KB,
TTo. 26 ROYAL ARCADbI

G3 Elgin Utreot, Carlton.
Umbrellas and Parasols re-cover -1 with Silk, Satin Cloth 

Zanilla, and Alpaca.

W. H TERRY.
Pharmaceutical and tcleotio Chemist: 

IMPORTER OF AMERICAN, ENGLISH, AND 
INDIAN BOTANIC MEDICINES.

“THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT."
THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND 

FREE THOUGHT

Subscription, Town. 5/ per annum ; Country, 5/6 
t Neighbouring Colonies and Great Britain, 6/ 

Subscriptions "date from September to August, and are 
payable in advance.

The “ Harbinger” may be obtained bound, 2 vols. in one, 
at 12/6

Vols. 11 i 12 Now Ready.

Herbs, Roots, Barks, Seeds, and Flowers; Extracts, 
Elixirs, and Balsams.

Also, the ORGANIC PREPARATIONS of Messrs. 
B. Keith <k Co., of New York ;

Agent for Messrs. Cheney & MYRlCK,.of Boston, U.S. 
An incomplete Exhibit of whose Goods obtained 2nd 

Award at the Melb. International Exhibition.
O-MKDILTNKS SENT BY POST TO ALL PARTS.

Printed by J. O.Rtephen« (late E. Purton & Oo.«) at hia Office. 106 BUiaba'h 
Stret Llelbourne for the Proprietor, W. H. Terry, and published hy him at 
84 RnaaeP street Molhouroa


