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The subject of mediumship, and more especially profes­
sional mediumship, is exciting considerable attention in 
London at the present time. Opinions are divided as to 
the advisability of countenancing or discountenancing 
professional-media; but there seems to be a consensus of 
opinion as to the necessity of demanding more stringent 
conditions than are usually adopted in connection with 
persons professing to be mediums for the production of 
physical phenomena by spirits, and who are pecuniarily 
interested in the evolution of such phenomena.

At a recent meeting of the Central Association of 
Spiritualists, London, Mr. Thomas Shorter, an old and 
respected Spiritualist (authorof the “Two Worlds, ” and 
some 'minor works on Spiritualism), gave an address on 
Physical Mediumship, wherein he dispassionately reviews 
the situation, presenting the pros and cons with great 
impartiality, but coming to the conclusion that profes­
sional mediumship should be discouraged, not only in the 
interests of Spiritualism but of the mediums themselves.

We are aware that many will dissent from this conclu­
sion, and a few years since we should have been amongst 
the number, but a careful observation of the effect of 
phenomenal mediumship upon the public mind and upon 
the exhibitors of it necessitates our endorsement of Mr. 
Shorter’s opinion, as far as it relates to purely physical 
phenomena.

The strongest arguments that can be presented in 
favour of public physical mediumship are first, the com­
parative rarity of the power to evolve the higher class 
of phenomena; second, the improbability of those who are 
found to possess the power being able to exercise it to 
any appreciable extent without neglecting their ordinary 
avocations; third, that there are numbers of persons who 
cannot be convinced of Spiritualism by any other means.

Now, admitting the rarity of this class of media 
though we have reason to think that the power is latent 
in a much larger percentage of individuals than is^- 
generally supposed, is there any valid reason why every­
body should witness this particular phenomena ? Are not 
the opportunities for personal investigation of thé facta 
of astronomy, and many other branches of science equally 
rare ? What proportion of the civilised world who 
accept spectrum analysis as a fact have had the oppor. 
tunity to personally verify it. Is it not infinitely better 
that men who are qualified by known intelligence and 
long practical experience in psychological science should 
systematically and philosophically investigate and report 
to the public their results, than that thousands of persons 
totally ignorant of the philosophy, and with opinions and 
theories as varied as their idiosyncracies, should be 
presented with the bare fact 1 It is only by the practice 
of the former method, and the accumulation of scientific 
data, that a belief in phenomena so far beyond and 
apparently opposed to known laws as materialisation, 
and the passing of matter through matter, can become 
general.

It is well known by those who have had any extensive 
experience in physical phenomena that mediums de­
teriorate in nervous and physical energy and become 
depleted of the mediumistic power by excessive appli­
cation. Philosophical investigators would naturally 
gauge the generating power of their instrument, conserv­
ing the medium’s energy to ensure the best results ; and 
whilst their experimental meetings could, as a rule, be 
so arranged as not to interfere with the ordinary avoca­
tions of the individual, there should be little difficulty in 
remunerating him for lost time, without exciting his 
cupidity, as is too often the caso where mediums aro 
dependent upon results for a living. The third objec­
tion is an insubstantial one, because, in the first instance, 
it overrates the influence of such phenomena, which 
rarely convinces anyone of the fact of spirit intercourse, 
unless accompanied by some mental evidence proving 
the action of a distinct intelligence outside the medium 
and investigators ; and, secondly, that in most instances 
where conviction is forced upon the individual he is, as a 
rule, not benefited one iota, his mind not being prepared
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to utilise the fact thrust into it, and which in many cases 
nothing but a morbid curiosity prompted him to seek for.

There are however other forms of professional medium­
ship to which these objections do not apply, and where 
scientific acumen is not an essential to conviction, plain 
common sense and a mediocre intellect being the only 
requisites for their examination. Among the most striking 
of these is the tcst-imdiumsliip of such media as Charles 
Foster and Ada Foye, who have to our certain know­
ledge been the moans of bringing conviction of the 
continued existence and identity of those passed from 
material life to their friends and relatives here. Purely 
physical phenomena dealing only with matter gives no im­
pulse to the mental and spiritual parts of the medium's 
nature, and unl<**s  he has a strong moral Inmim, or is 
supported by a circle with an equivalent, there is a ten­
dency to moral degeneration; but w*ith  the mental 
phenomena the sympathies are constantly awakened and 
the higher moral faculties brought into play, tending 
rather to the elevation and development of the m«*diums  
• ho cannot fail to be Iwnrfitrd by the emotions of love and 
sympathy that arc constantly aroused within them.

It is urged by some advocates of the present system 
that numbers of good physical mediums will Im thrown 
out of employ and nimble to exercise their gifts if pro­
fessional mediumship is discountenanced ; but this objec­
tion, even if correct is puerile. If the almlition of this 
form of mediumship is for the good of the many, the few, 
as in all other matters connected with the progress of the 
race, must give way ; but as a matter of fact there an*  
no mediums for physical phenomena who cannot l>y 
aspiration and application develop some higher form, and 
all those*  who cannot find congenial employment in some 
other sphere of usefulness rimy, with advantage to them­
selves and their fellow», climb a step higher. This is the 
true course of all media ; they cannot remain stationary 
for any length of time ; it is either advancement or 
retrogression.

Mr. Henry G. Atkinson is a philosopher of the most 
confirmed Materialistic type ; he is one of the few who 
have studied and practiced Mesmerism without rraching 
a conviction of the spiritual nature of man, Iwing appar­
ently determined to altrilmte to matter a power and 
potency adequate to rhe evolution of all known mental 
phenomena, lie is a regular contributor to the Philo- 
go/ihiral Jnquirer, an English Freethought journal, pub­
lished in Madras, and in a recent letter therein on the 
"Mystical and Transcendental " he re-osserts his Materi­
alistic formula, and indulges in a sneer at those who, 
because of his known experience in matters lordering on 
tho occult, are dispovd to claim him as a Mystic or 
Theosophist. Quoting one of Bacon's a|*horisma  on the 
tendency of the exploring mind to fall lark upon itself, 
and acting on the assumption that mind is the product 
of matter, he deplores the corruption of Philosophy ! 
which has ensued from *'  neglecting physical cause os the 
cause of al) phenomena. " Wo should l»o inclined to take 
the reverse view of the cose and attribute the greatest 
" corruption of philosophy” to the defective philosophy of 
the Materialists who persist in making a circle out of a 
segment

Each science, says MrjAtkinson, "has its special class 
of facts." Just so; but there is a science slowly but 
steadily developing itself which he apparently ignores, 
though men of equal mental calibre to himself have 
devoted a lifetime to its study—it is " Psychology," the 
science of the soul, which unfolds more of the mysteries

of nature and of man than wu ever cognised by tho 
Materialistic Philosopher. Men like Mr. A. are pheno­
mena readily resolvable by tho Phrenologist. Large 
brain powers centred in the intellectual and subsidiary 
moral faculties ; the higher spiritual ones being imper­
fectly developed and starved into inanition. It is / 
evident from his writings that he is not ignorant of 
Phrenology, yet probably, like many other Phrenologists 
we have known, has not made his own cranium a study.

1NPRE88I0NS FROM THE INFINITE.
(From the Spanish of Balmoo.)

Translated by 0. W. Rohner, M.D., Benalla.

■BVBNTH CUAPTBB.

Tub Darkness.

It is necessary that we should free ourselves from that 
which makes us suffer. It is necessary for us to think 
and to believe that thus only shall we be able to lie 
happy. It is darkness which makes our days sad and 
sombre; it is darkness which covers us with its gloomy 
shadows, and blackens our souls. The shadows are dis­
appearing, ami the clear light is the forerunner of a 
heaven in which we shall Mess the name of God. Our 
science is going to liberate us from this darkness, which it 
is our duty to turn into light. It is our duty to bring 
the Infiniti*  near to us, liecause it is our ardent desire, 
and we wish to gain the victory.

Blindness has fled from our lido. To-day we see with 
our eyes opsn, and we do not wish to olacure our view 
or veil our sight God is most just and wise; H«*  has 
given us the spirit to conquer, as lie has made our bodiea 
to wrestle with.

Reality has presented itself to our eyes, because we 
have prayed for it, and we desire to study it

We, who call ourselves the workers of the future, are 
in possession of a grand happiness — the happiness of 
faith and hope. We shall never Im* cn|Nil>le of mistrust, 
for we have learnt that God exists, that he is nll-powcr- 
ful and His will most unrelenting; that he never tires to 
form, to give, and to create. By thr ray of that light 
which has filled us, we have been roused from our old 
slumbers, and we have chased away the shadows; «»□ 
that account we are more happy, and lalour with thr 
pride of honour, teaching, and leading practical lives.

Terrible was the darkness in our midst Formerly the 
darkness made us doubt, fill»*«!  ui with horror, inspired 
us with scorn, mado us accept funeral honours, made us 
commit outrages, mode us retrograde and suffer, and 
rendered us ignorant, because we were blind.

Yes, brothers, we were blind ; our blunted and ener­
vated intelligence would not allow us to see what was 
certain and true; it prevented our progress in the path 
of.light Our reason obscured by intemperance and a 
hAt of vices did not unveil to our eyes the future, 
neither did it seek to enter upon the path of truth. 
Absolutism reigning supreme stifled the loud voico of 
conscience, and made us slow and sluggish in our 
advancement in science and in truth The fact of this 
ascent being real, is fully established by a retrospect to 
the barbarity of our past history, which makes us almost 
ashamed of ourselves and of our humanity.

Li t our memory go lock to Rome whilst it paved 
through its era of impunity; let us remember its deeds 
and actions to lie horror-struck at our primitive ignor­
ance ; let us call up before our minds the many tortuous 
and crooked paths of those times, and we shall meet with 
corpses of men trembling and palpitating on the imple­
ments of torture in chambers tillyd with inhuman 
executions. Here we see a man who has made a road 
for truth, and died for his faith ; there we see a inartjr 
who [Minions his persecutors with the last breath on his 
lips; further on again we meet with the spectacle of a 
man whom those occupying high places allowed to ho 
covered with contempt and disgrace on his way to death.

Let us turn our eyes a little in this direction in order 
to tako fright at our past doings. Lot us look at tho 
bonfires, at the drag-hooks, at the charnel-houses and
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shambles ; let us also observe the deep lash marks on the 
bodies of the sufferers inflicted with callous indifference 
by the inhuman tools of the holy office. What thick 
clouds of darkness must have enveloped their minds; 
what horrible triumph did matter then still celebrate' 
Let us cast a glance upon the people. Behold it there 
full of curious anxiety waiting for the last breath of a 
tortured victim, evidently enjoying its writhing agonies, 
and perfectly careless of the horrible wrongs perpetrated 
in the name of a false God ! They are no longer men, 
they are man-eaters and canniltals ' What a retrograde 
movement 1 What profound abyss had man not fallen 
into I

And what shall we say of that other great war of 
France of the ever memorable year ’83, in which were 
slaughtered as many victims almost as died martyrs 
during the reign of the tortures and inquisition t France 
—France called the civiliser of nations—committed then 
the grossest deeds of horror, I «thing itself in a sea of 
blood and atrocities of the njost unmentionable descrip­
tion. ; a very theatre of infamies; denying the existence 

’of a God, and men slaughtering one another as cattle are 
slaughtered by butchers. Does it not make us think 
that the genius of fatality and destruction must have 
reigned in those days of terror and darkness 1 Was the 
Inquisition not appointed to murder truth, was the 
object of the war in France, not the destruction of public 
opinion and forethought! Truly the world was then 
struggling for its own ruin, enormous insults and injuries 
were the order of the day, and darkness appear«! to be 
placed on a permanent footing.

Now, however, the regeneration begins, the initiating 
of truth manifests itself, the illuminating light spreads, 
the call has been made. To-day enlightenment advances, 
progress becomes realised ; there will no longer be states 
and governments who oppose the diffusion of knowledge 
amongst the people ; to-day all strive to call one anothor 
brothers; today fraternity rules throughout the world, 
as formerly discord and disunion were supreme amongst 
the people. The voice has gone forth ; we see no longer 
ap|*earing  Dantons, Marats, Robespierres, for if they 
attempted to make their appearance they would be 
anathematis«!; so also shall we no longer see bonfires 
lit for the glorification of the name of God by the 
destruction of his human images ; for now will rise up 
new masters, who will open a road to progress; up will 
rise many new martyrs, who will suffer persecution and 
death for the new faith, whilst hoping for redemption in 
the infinite realm of the blessed.

The clouds of darkness having been torn asunder, the 
light from heaven, which is. troth, will be able to spread 
itself, and the world will no longer l>e the theatre of 
sanguinary struggles without the sanctidh of the holy 
alliances of the enlightened power*  of the earth. Stag­
nation will be turned into advancement, rice into virtue, 
ignorance into zeal for the acquisition of knowledge ; the 
swords will have tan changed into coins for distribution, 
amongst the poor; the hemlock will lie rooted up to 
make room for wholesome plants; the vultures will Im? 
lessened in number, for their croakings will have been 
stopped ; new temples will rise up built by the pure 
hearts of man ; in short, a complete transformation will 
have taken place. The place of ignorance will he filled 
by knowledge and universal information, love will re­
place war, and happiness dislodge misery.

The succeeding ages will have brought us on the high 
way of progress, right, and peace. Redemption and 
liberty will have triumphed.

To-day, surrounded on all sides by light, do we under­
stand the cause and effect of our past ignorance. From 
crows we have been changed into doves, and our white 
wings, formerly perishable, will have turned golden and 
perennial.

The triumph will have been a great one; gross matter 
is almost vanquish«!, and truth installed upon her bright 
throne will complete our victory.

To-day we love what is certain, and we try to rid our­
selves of th*  uncertain ; to-day, we advance apparent 
impossibilities which we know to be able to realise. We 
do not pursue anything with vain ambition, because we 
know that our welfare is the work of God. We love

with fondness justice, our love is real; faith, hope, and 
charity are the measure« of our love. We are ashamed 
of our faintheartedness ; we love without distinction of 
classes or ancestral descent—soldier and king alike we 
call our brother ; the wise and the ignorant we look upon 
as our brothers; the cowled monk and the p-asant, the 
lieggar and the magnate, the savage and the civilised, we 
love them all alike; for al! we find shelter indiscrimin­
ately ; we bid all to stop with us as our guests ; to all 
we extend our faith, our forgiveness, our instruction, 
and help; we tolerate all, and learn to respect a common 
humanity in all alike.

Our mission is a truly leautiful one, and on account 
of this our knowledge we now comprehend that we haxe 
|<as.M<d from what was false to the real, from what was 
aleunl and inconsistent to the clear and rational, from 
the darkness of ignorance to the light of a true civili­
sation.

We comprehend now that we have at last made the 
first sure step on the ladder of immortality to which we 
look forward with the greatest confidence , and we begin 
to understand the reason and principle of our Is-ing.

To-day we are sorry for our errors of the past, and 
try with eagerness to litarate ourselves from those errors 
and also to assist our brothers to raise themselves for 
ever out of their slough of despond. How much do we 
regret our past folly; with what deadly hatred did we 
not meet one another formerly! What a difference 
between now and then ! Add what a difference there 
will Im* lietween to-day and to-morrow !

In short, we have learnt to comprehend the possilnlity 
of our future progress, and we now ndvance Imldly with­
out losing sight of our direction indicated by the com­
pass. We allow the spirit to pn-dominate over matter 
—the ideal over the corporeal.

We know now that the realisation of the great work 
has l*egun,  and that the workers who are determined to 
emerge from the obscurity of the past will not be dis­
courage from pursuing their work steadfastly.

We know that this beginning Mill Im? followed by 
efforts of progress in the not far distant future, when we 
xhall reap a rich harvest for our toil.

Every succe«ling era of the future will bring with it 
a new light, each ray of which will render us more and 
mon*  happy. Why, then, med we retrace our steps 
and relax into our positive condition of darkness, if we 
are already in possession of the power*  which enalde u*  
to eradicate all falsehood and error from our hearts, and 
if we are already endowed with the necessary strength 
to resist their taneful influence! Why should we desire 
to fight against the truth, and to plunge ourselves (jack 
again into perpetual darkness! Shall we have, then, 
wrestled and fought in vain for the space of nineteen 
centuries—have the spiritual doctrines of Jesus and his 
pure teaching exerted in vain for the last 1881 years— 
arfall their fruits now to Im* cast away when they were 

just on the point of getting perfectly ripe! Shall we on 
the lioundary of our felicity go back again into the land 
of darkness and misery’I No ; a thousand times, no !

For this very reason does it now l«*come  our duty not 
to recede from the dawn of light, and not to precipitate 
ourselves into the unfathomable pit of darkness from 
which we have just emerged. For this reason must we, 
>M?ing weak and small in comparison with the forces of 
creation, fortify ourselves against the insidious danger*  
of all worldly temptation, never losing sight of the 
elevated goal of our destiny in the infinite whirl of the 
spheres. Let us, therefore, concentrate all our forces to 
this one grand aim and end ; for without lalour nothing 
can be achieved, and the chains of slavery, both tem­
poral and spiritual, cannot be knocked off*  from our 
iimlis without an earnest struggle and a severe battle.

What progress shall we have made when the head and 
heart act together in unison! It is now nineteen cen­
turies since an infinite wisdom sent into our world 
an inspired man who made manifest to us the importance 
of spirit and the variety and changeable nature of matter. 
From that time mankind has begun to work for its 
future—to develop its intellect—to foster its moral pro­
gress, and to realise its dreams alx>ut human emancipa­
tion and the liberty of the people. It is nineteen 
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centuries now since a powerful voice roused sleepy 
humanity from its lethargy. Mankind, however, did not 
wake up completely yet; the ringing of the belle did not 
sufficiently rouse it to understand the importance of the 
call until its echo resounded in the innermost recesses of 
the sou). This step having at last been accomplished, 
let us improve the occasion by renewed efforts of love 
and indefatigable study of God's revelation in the gran­
deur of his world.

The great reality has presented itself. In all jxarts of 
the world the voice of enthusiasm is raising itself to 
encourage and blcas the poor strugglers for light; every­
where where the clangor of the arms of tyranny and 
despotism prr|»arrd to disturb the happiness of the 
oppressed ibMkv-s by new wars, silence and peace now 
reigns, dictated by the enlightened common sense of the 
people. The world in its onward march has at last taken 
a different direction, and treading a more ethereal path 
has assigned its proper place to the almost impenetrable 
density of matter.

Benalla, Fck 2nd, 1*83.

MORAL EDUCATION.*
TIhh recently published work of Professon Buchanan's 

is without exception the most thorough exposition of the 
Laws and Ethics of Education we have ever met with. 
The author, a man of more than ordinary ability and 
large experience in educational institutions, gained from 
having held successively chairs in four colleges since 
1864, and a careful olnrrvation of the result of different 
systems of education in various parts of the world, is 
convinced, nnd gives good grounds for his conviction, 
that the prevailing systems arc radically wrong, intel­
lectual cultivation Iwing their leading feature. He does 
not propose to amend or re-model these, but with a grasp 
of the subject characterestic of a master-mind, lays down 
a new Im*  is, making intellect suljservient to morality. 
The initiatory chapter is an address delivered in the 
University Convocation New York, July, 1*78,  wherein 
the author gives the following us /Vue iiuliejienMible 
element*  of a liliernl education, viz: Physiological 
Development, Industrial Education, Medical Education, 
Moral Ethical or religious. Intellectual or Literary. 
The latter, lie says, which is really the “ little finger " of 
the Educational hand, has linen made the index finger, 
and he would change it l»y developing the (tower of 
original thought and invention, until this feeble little 
finger should la-come the index Jinyer to point the way 
to a new social condition of prosperity ami happiness. 
It requires no more time to exercise five fingers simul­
taneously than it rloes one. The five elements of a 
libera) education naturally intermingle and unite like 
inter-diffused gases that nid each other’s elasticity. The 
co-education of all our powers is natural, easy and pleas­
ant, while the repressive system so long in vogue involves 
fatigue, disgust, tyranny, disorder, demoraliznpm, and 
a positive aversion if not to study at least to truo intel­
lectual progrciui. Common experience attests the cor­
rectness of this assertion ; n sense of duty or the fear of 
consequences impels boy® nnd girls forward in their 
school tasks which are in themselves distasteful and 
repugnant to the scholars.

In the succeeding chapter, on “ Moral Education," 
Dr. Buchanan consider« that its superiority over “ intel­
lectual ” is self-evident, for “ it is not a delatable question 
whether it were hotter for the country to be filled with 
shrewd and intelligent scoundrels or with good but 
ignorant men." In this chapter illustrations are given of 
the successful application of the principle of moral 
education at th«' " Rnuhen Haus ” near Hamburgh, nnd 
the Reform School, Ohio, )>oth of which institutions, 
though fed from the lower strata of society, exhibit a 
higher moral tone and more rapid educational advance 
than any at tho normal schools. Equally satisfactory 
result« were obtained nt the Lancaster school, where the 
boys are drawn from the criminal classes. The principal 
in his report for 1871 says :—“Our school will compare

•Moral Educating: ite Laws aad Methods, by Jwcfh Bodes 
Bachanan, M.D. Green and Sons, New York. 

favorably with the best common school in the State. 
We have no truants; the attendance of each scholar is 
regular and punctual. The school room neats and fur­
niture show no defacement, though used for years they 
show no marks of being soiled or marked. " Is there a 
schoolmaster in Victoria who could say as much I The 
celebrated Hofwyl school where Robert Dale Owen was 
i*ducatcd  was a “ Moral ” Schoo), and its success attracted 
the attention of al) Europe. In treating of tho methods 
of moral education the author shows that the sense of 
hearing is its central avenue, and tho voice of the pupil 
the greatest power in his moral development; “ every­
time he uses tho language of politeness, reverence and 
friendship he strengthens his moral nature" whilst 
every expression of anger strengthens his fiercer pas­
sions. Music is another moral lever the real worth of 
which, says the author, “ lies in its eloquence or depth of 
feeling. " He quotes Pestalozzi on the «ilucational and 
moral influence of music, and says in reference thereto— 
“If these views are just, the school in which song is not 
a prominent part of its exercises is not a mitral tchool. " 
This section of the work is summarised as follows

" If the principles of the foregoing address are true we 
may infer.

1. Thnt tho ethical character of a teacher is more im­
portant than his intellectual attainments, nnd that his 
most important qualification is the power of securing the 
love, respect, and voluntary oliedience of his pupils.

2. That the enforcement of rules of conduct will pro­
duce no satisfactory results without the cultivation of the 
emotions which produce the amiable, docile, and dutiful 
nature.

3. That the more ethical and spiritual nature of womaii 
gives her especial qualification for educational work, 
nnd requires her presence in al) educational institutions.

4. That a marked improvement in the character, 
deportment, and sentiments of their pupils should be 
demanded of all institutions of education front the 
kindergarten to the university.

6. Thnt s|M*cial  schools should !*■  established for the 
training of all children of vicious parents, and all who 
manifest their depravity in any form of frequent mis­
conduct.

6. Thnt adults as well as youth should lie subjected 
to reformatory education, and that all sentences to im­
prisonment should consign the culprit not to a certain 
amount of confinement, but to detention in a rffurmalofy 
until reformed and fit for society, as (he sick and insane 
are sent to hospitals until cured.

7. That the moral influence of the teacher and the 
school should be supplemented by the moral influence of 
the best persons in history brought home to the pupil in 
vivid biography."

Genius, says the author “is the divine love and wisdom 
embodied in man," and in a chapter on the “evolution of 
genius" he shows the distinction between reason and 
genius. “Pure reason," he says, “is but n mathematical 
draughtsman and has no colouring for the landscapes. ” 

What is the loveliest young lady, even if a perfect 
Venus, to a pun*  reasoner who has no other faculties— 
who knows nothing of beauty or love? She is simply 
one hundred nnd ten pounds of oxygen, hydrogen, nitro 
gen, carlion, calcium, and a few minor elements combined 
in organic forms of liioplasm, and organised in cells 
capable of locomotion, secretion, sensation, mastication, 
and cogitation; or, as Spencer would say, she is a func­
tional product of the reaction between the bioplasm and 
the environment.

How poor, soulless and ridiculous does this appear to 
the truly ethical mind, and yet the men who speak and 
write this materialistic trash are considered wise I Tho 
conclusion to which Dr. Buchanan's argument leads is 
that the evolution of genius depends upon two powers— 
OrtyMin/tly and nentiment, the former of which should bo 
developed by the original system of education and tho 
latter by the process of moral education as explained in 
previous chapters.

In treating of Ethical culture and training, the author 
shows that whilst the old system relies on repression the 
new one depends upon development and encourages in­
dependence by a system of self government, it counsels



THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT. MARCH 1, 1883. 2421

■elf examination and comparison of our own qualities 
with those of others whom we admire and reverence, 
and creates an interior motor to harmonious development 
far more powerful and efficacious than any external 
force. He points out the grand error in orthodox 
physiology, which, looking upon man as a machine, ignores 
the vital power which developes it from a simple cell into 
its predestined career as an individuality, and shows by 
statistics that the moral man is the most long-lived. In 
treating of Ethical and Intellectual education, the author 
quotes Locke, and Prof. Seelye who strongly support 
him in giving precedence to moral over intellectual 
education. “ We may realise (he says) the paramount 
value of the moral elements by considering tike ruinous 
effects of their deficiency. Without a moderate endow­
ment of will, fortitude, persevenance, temperance 
and industry the character is utterly worthless and 
imbecile. The total absence of such faculties amounts to 
moral extinction — a state of utter dementia or some­
thing worse. The genial elements, are almost as essen­
tial ; without love, friendship, and benevolence man 
becomes a wretched misanthrope, unfit for society; 
without hope he is paralysed to despair ♦ ♦ ♦ Another 
evil of our immoral education is its failure to develop 
reverence, modesty and docility, and consequent develop­
ment of unrestrained pragmatic Loquacity. * * Pro­
found reverential thought inclines to silence and does 
not invade a neighbour’s ears without important reasons. ” 
Robert Hall being asked how many discourses a minister 
might get up in a week said—“If he is a deep thinker and 
condenser, he may get up one, if he is an ordinary mtn, 
two, but if he is an ass, Sir, he will produce half a dozen." 

" Passing on to the consideration of ethical and intellec­
tual education and the many arguments in favour of the 
former, the author lieautifully defines education as the 
“ Evolution of humanity in its Godward progress, ” a 
definition which none but an atheist could take exception 
to, for true education must mean the elevation of the 
individual in wisdon and love towards its highest ideal 
—a supreme good or God.

In the course of the volume Dr. Buchanan strongly 
deprecates the isolation of the sexes in educational 
establishments, giving numerous instances of the advan­
tages to both sexes of associated education and the evils 
that flow from their separation. He also illustrates the 
educative and refining influence of music and its utility 
in the moral system which he propounds. The lxx>k 
concludes with a voluminous addenda giving practical 
instructions for the carrying out of many suggested re­
forms, some of which are applicable to present and 
immediate needs. *

We should like to bring this valuable work very 
extensively liefore the Victorian public for we ay? satis­
fied that the general desire of the coniiuuiutfw for the 
rising generation of this rapidly-growing_pdlony to have 
the best obtainable system of education free from sectar­
ianism. We have large schools and able teachers; all 
that is wait ted now is a system calculated to develop a 
generation more perfect in morals than the present, and 
this would inevitably lead to a corresponding develop­
ment of all those parts of our nature which are subor­
dinate to morality.

THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE*
Mr. IL J. Browne has just published, with several 
additions and amendments, the excellent series of 
articles which have recently appeared in these columns 
under the heading of “The Religion of Truth." They 
are accompanied by an appropriate preface, and 
twenty pages of addenda containing much valuable 
information, and introducing the Inspirational Poem, 
“ Matter and Spirit,” given by Mrs. E L. Watson at one 
of her recent lectures. The book, which is printed for 
the author by J. C. Stephens, of Elizabeth-street, is very 
well got up, and contains 143 pages of solid matter.

• The Religion of the Future ; or the Higher Law of Truth 
and Right by Hugh Junor Browue, author of Ralioual Chris­
tianity, Holy Truth, Ac. Melbourne. 1883.

BISHOP MOORHOUSE ON THE GIFT OF
HEALING

Na VL
“ You have also rvwl of irvdantanou» cures »wing effected by 

the apastlta laying >>□ their hai»U. no Kpintualiata are joatifted 
in concluding that if »pinta dxl tboe thing*  in fonner agm. in the 
cause of religion and humauity, when the like result» arc pro­
duced in the present day, the agent» are the »*w.  and the cau»c 
Sually nnblte.” . t . “ In the proacncc of tlhc medium (Mr.

omej at the house of Mr. Jenckcn, in Engian l. 'a lady wa» cured 
of pandyii». the spirits being the direct ag.-nt« in the oure them­
selves I must not forget, however, to notice that the power of 
healing ia lacing succcmfully exercised in thia colony, rhe sne- 
cc-»(ul curat that have already, been effected in Melbourne an<l 
Namlhunt, have awakened the attention of number*  of thinking 
[tenons on the subject of Spiritualism." . . . “Awl if such a
thing was done in the days of the apwtlcs. is there not a »trong 
»reliability of its l>cing done nowAnd I apply the.aamc rcaaou- 
ngto the speaking in strange tongue*  to the healing of the sick.” 

“ The good Bi«h >p I trust, may yet live to acknowltslge thia. It 
is quite poariblejM may p»»<w« thia curative power (under God) 
in nia own person ; au>i, if M»twith hi» seal and ability, what an 
immetiae service he might he able to render to suffering h imanitv 
by its cxertnse."- The Eridiurti of Spirittmbi» •. by W. D. C. 
Dbnovan, [M. 53, 26, 27, and 186. #

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OP LIGHT.

I thank you for publishing the first half of my letter. 
No. V., in your last issue.

I offer you a short preface to the remaining half, now 
in your office, and 1 ask you to be so good as to re­
christen it “ Na VI.,’’ with the former motto exchanged 
for the few lines above.

I am rather particular about the mottoes wishing them 
to contain (when my letters are finished) lioth the outline 
and the kernel of that thesis which.I have sought to work 
out in the liody of each letter by advancing a plenitude, 
wealth, and potentiality of hard facts, not drawn from 
the records of a distant and uncritical age. These facts 
I did not dig up, any more than Father Clarke dug up 
the facts for his article on “ Modcl*n  Miracles,'' in the 
Nineteenth Century for November last, which has been 
much talked of lately.

Now, Father Clarke tells us that he did not dig up 
the facts he advanced, attesting miraculously instantan­
eous cures; but though he did not dijf them up, yet 
Bishop Moorhouse will not, and cannot swallow them 
down without giving up the grounds lie has definitely 
taken, and which, as I have before held, we clearly gather 
from his own II orr/s— IJ'orrfs, which I again ask you not 
to grudge space for, because they are-so few. “ Does any 
sober. Christian believe in the continuance of these m»ro- 
culous gifts f "

Though I spoke in my last letter of Mr. Denovan’s 
notion of the possibility of Bishop Moorhouse, (quite 
unexpectedly to himself), becoming endowed with the gift 
of healing, I did not give the exact text in which the 
sentiment was expressed, so that I hope you will allow it 
to apfiear alxive, amongst the mottoes selected from Mr. 
Denovan’s book, and a look too, of which you spoke so 
highly in your review, appearing in last issue.

I make no complaints of your only publishing the one 
half of my last contribution, for 1 saw you inserted a 
second hitter for me on “Modern Miracles;" and a second 
reason I have for never more n faking any further com­
plaints is this, viz., there is not one particle of good in 
my doing so. No matter how eager a corresjtondent may 
be to tell his whole and undivided story, the Editor is 
sovereign master of the situation, and can cut and slash 
away just as he pleases, though he may not have given 
the same amount of attention to the particular subject 
This is a little trying to one’s equanimity, yet “ so mote 
it be.”

I have just spoken of my letter to you on Father 
Clarke's Nineteenth Century article on “Modern Miracles,” 
and I wish to draw the attention of my readers to one 
little passage in that article in these words (see Harbinger, 
p. 2412): “We have a right to tell our opj»onents that 
their clumsy hypothesis of the curative force of imagina­
tion, will not account for ‘ cancer«’ healed in a moment, 
and tumours disappearing instantaneously.” It is this 
“ instantaneous" feature in the cases of cures I bring 
from America, and instance in these letters, that laughs
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to »com any clumsy hypothesis on the part of'the Bishop 
of Melbourne, or such writers as Mr. Gilbert Elliot, in 
the Melbourne Leader, who ascrilie these instantaneous 
cares to agency, other than outside intelligence, which 
Spiritualists term spirit-agi-ncy, these agents being often 
(very often) visible to the eyes of clairvoyants, and some­
times to the normal sight of others. I wish my*  readers 
to remark how many of my selected csms are of this 
instantaneous nature, like the •*  teeth” and the "wasted 
leg" mentioned in my last letter.

Before that letter was in circulation a week, I heard 
of the following story, not of projecting teeth in Eng 
land, but of sore and nearly blind eyes in Melbourne, or 
rather Richmond, cured instantaneously at a spiritual 
séance held there at a private house on the evening of 
the 17tli January this year. The whole statement is 
before rne in writing at this moment, signed by John 
Devine, of Lennox Street, Richmond, who was an eye­
witness, and from whose lips I took down the narrative 
last evening. If others forming the circle accord permis­
sion for names to appear, I will give all the particulars 
in my next letter ; but I don't think much will be gained 
by giving | articular*  without names and addresses.

In the meantime I think it would lie well if the 
Bishop, (who is a “ sober Christian,*'  but who does not 
liclieve in the continuance of these miraculous cures and 
S'fts of healing), would drop in at tho shop of Mr. John 

evine, of Lennox Street, Richmond.
The name nt all events ought to sound sufficiently 

inviting to a bishop, and he might (as a solicitor's adver­
tisement would say) learn something to his ail vantage, 
and much to mine, in my controversy with his Kerang 
address.

Hr will never have heard of any of the cases I record 
in these letters, and they are all more important than 
any of the same general cliaractcr in the Bible, and 
which are regarded as miracles.

They are each and all more inqiortant than the Bible 
miracles, just in proportion as they are more modem. 
The sup|M>sition that the narratives an, not true, is only 
the excuse the ignorant make for their ignorance ; or, as 
the author of “ False Lights and Dark Spots in Spiritu­
alism " olnerves, " The collapse of our liabitual way of 
thinking, after l<ring forced to lielieve in the reality of 
the spirit-world, is indeed tremendous ; and many a poor 
chap may Im forgiven for eneaking lock into his cosy 
corner of ignorance.” It would lie impossible to lay 
liefore the Bishop a better modern instance of healing by 
the laying on of hands than the foregoing, which I 
instanced at the end of my last letter, and yet so far 
from Iwing strange, it exactly reminds me, and will 
remind those who are acquainted with the literature of 
Modern Spiritualism, of a lady in Paris who, upon the 
restoration of the sense of hearing to her son, was unable 
to find language sufficient to express her gratitude to Mr. 
D. D. Home. She had been "warned of God in a dream” 
to repair to that gentleman for that particular purpose. 
She found him packing up and just on the point of 
making a start for America. Listening to the lady, and 
without much design (as in the case just recorded), he 
drew his hands over the boy's head, when his hearing 
was instantaneously restored. It would have been far 
more important for the Bishop to linvo learned all the 
particulars of this case than tho particulars of any ono 
case in the Bible ; yet the chances are that he and his 
brother clergy never heard of this miracle under tho 
hands of Mr. Home, and to that extent I hold that they 
have al) been wrongly educated. I go on to the Spiritual 
Telegraph, vol. 3, p. 22 and 112.

Mr. S. B. Brittan said that however widely people 
might chance to differ with respect to the origin, and 
nature, and uses of Modem Spiritualism and its varied 
phenomena, which aro now being witnessed in every 
direction, it was certain thafi their occurrence had occa­
sioned a great movement, and that the whole civilised 
world (in greater or less degree) hod been startled and 
moved by the subject "The subject is now receiving 
especial attention everywhere in Christendom, and those 
who make mockery of it, and do not wish to investigate, 
only proclaim their shallowness, folly, prejudice, and 
their conceit-. Modem Spiritualism is not, as they sup

posed, nothing more than the dream of the ignorant 
and the credulous, which the wise and the prudent 
reject.

Phenomena that have made men who had grown old 
in Atheism believe in God and immortality, it is absurd 
to attribute to biological influence.

Scepticism, in regard to the phenomena, involves the 
most extreme credulity. Credulity and scepticism, aro 
opposide sides of the same thing.”' Good for you, Mr. H. 
B. Brittan, and now may I ask the Bishop to join me in 
this reflection: I have said that he never heard of tho 
cases of the restoration of sight and hearing specified in 
my letters. I ask what right has he to be ignorant of 
them, and what right has he to think me a vulgar per­
son for loving to pay attention to them, and judging them 
to lie of more importance than cases of the saino kind 
recorded in the Bible f ,

With these reflections upon the mind, let us mark the 
general character of phenomena under the hands of Dr. 
Turnbull, and next recorded.

I refer to them and their character generally, as I have 
already select«! as many special cases under the hands of 
other media as you, Mr. Editor, will be likely to find 
space for. I go on with the Spiritual Telegraph, vol. 4, 
p. 128:

THE BLIND MADE TO SEE.

The Charlestown Evening New, in speaking of tho 
experiments and success of Dr. Turnbull, who is now in 
that city performing miracles in the way of restoring 
sight to the blind and making the dumb to speak, says 
that Dr. Turnbull’s remedies are said to have proved 
efficacious in many cases where the malformation was 
not of a very decided character; l>ut if the age of 
miracles has really returned, and the existence of a re­
medial agent by which the blind can be made to see and 
the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak, can be proved 
ami demonstrated to the satisfaction of our medical and 
scientific men, it is at least a subject worthy of their 
attention, and we shall feel some curiosity tmnow tho 
result of such investigation."

Now, Mr. Editor, it would appear from aMthis that 
somewhere about thirty years hack in the wotIiI's his­
tory , Charlestown, in America, as well as Victoria, in later 
years, had its George Milner Stephen, and I quite agn-e 
with it*  Xetrt that the cases recorded under the
hands of Dr. Turnliull and George Milner Stephen should 
have more interest for the Bishop of Melbourne (who does 
not believe in modern healing by laying on of hands) 
than those Bible instances of restoration of sight to tho 
blind and making the dumb to speak. On this subject 
tho pages of the Age newspaper, in Melbourne, might 
teach the Bishop more than the pages of the PalcStino 
Scriptures; but no, it is the old story—" Let us know all 
aliout Troy and nothing about Chicago."

.SmriZiu»/ Telegraph, vol. 4, p. 417 : "St. Spiridon and 
his Miracles. " St. Spiridon was a bishop of Tremithus, 
a city on the sea-coast of Salamis, and died in the year 
348. He is declared by the historians ,o have possessed 
the gift of miracles and the power of conversing with 
the spirits of the departed. Some time after he hod Iwen 
made bishop his daughter died in charge of an article 
of great value, which had boon placed in her hands for 
sab, keeping. The owner of tho article afterwards 
demanded it of the Bishop, when it was not to be found. 
Being much moved with compassion at the owner's afflic­
tion, the good Bishop went to the grave of his daughter 
and asked her where she had placed what such a person 
had left in her possession.

The historians declare that the daughter answered him, 
and indicated the place where she had hidden the articlo 
in the ground that it might be more secure ; and that on 
search being made, it was found at that place. Butler, 
in his “Lives of the 8aints," vol 4, p. 717, says "Thia 
stands a proof that miracles and spiritual intercourse was 
publicly recognised in tho Christian church long after tho 
apostolic age.” Here wo find the story of Bishop Butler 
(an orthodox authority), no less than the Spiritual Tele­
graph, coming directly to .tho support of the theory of 
Modern Spiritualism and Modern Miracles; but as the 
year 384 was sufficiently near to the days of St. James, 
and also sufficiently far off that dreadful thing, "Modem
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Spiritualism,” the Bishop of Melbourne will probably 
allow this story of his elder brother to pass.

The Spiritual Telegraph vol. 4, p. 232,—Carleton, 18th 
Feb., 1854. To Messrs. Partridge and Britten.—Andrew 
Firster, of this place, has been West, where his little 
son was cured of seven running sores through the agency 
of a spirit medium named Elder Roger*.  Several phy­
sician*  had ineffectually prescribed for the boy’s relief. 
Elder Rogers, as he is called, is reported to have made 
no failures.”

Let my readers mark the date of these things, and see 
how the reports df modern healing mediumship stole 
upon the world thirty years luck ; yet for every one 
case that found its way to print then, one thousand or 
ten thousand are r«*corded  in the same way now, and 
continue to multiply in the same increasing proportion 
year by year, while the opponents cry at the top of their 
voices that “ the tiling is dying out,” and the Bishop 
cannot believe in modem healing by the laying on of 
hands.
* 5th vol. of Spiritual Telegraph, p. 154 : Mrs. Mettler, 
passing clairvoyantly to Springfield (a distance of twenty- 
live miles)' confidently stated that she saw a needle in 
Mrs. Hodgett’s limb, causing the pain of which she com­
plained. She directed the application of a poultice first, 
and then a surgical operation. On the 4th inst., the 
following paragraph appeared in the Springfield Evening 
Pool-.—“On Monday, the 1st, Mrs. Wells P. Hodgett, 
of this city, hod a fine cambric needle extracted from her 
right limb by Dr. Lambert. She has no idea how it 
came there, bpt the wound is doing well. We commend 
this remarkable instance to editorial infidels, who are 
constantly -abusing the advocates of spiritual philan­
thropy, and when they are able to dispose of this case, 
we shall endeavour to furnish something else." So far 
write the editors of the Spiritual Telegraph, and I write 
to the Bishop to say, that when he has disposed of all 
the coses of cures which I have instanced in these letters, 
I shall endeavour to find something more of precisely the 
sanu*  general character, of earlier dates, later dates, and 
ail dates. This is the last case I shall advance for this 
letter, and though it has nothing to say on Ixdialf of 
healing by tho laying on of hands, it has yet much to 
say on l»ehalf of a spirit-medium and healer by the 
laying on of hands, viz., Mrs. Mettler.

She used her clairvoyance in this instance. Other 
cases which I shall put in evidence as my letters advance, 
will show her power by the laying on of hands. These 
most surpassingly wonderful doings on the part of Mrs. 
Mettler (who heals by the laying on of hands, and who 
in this instance saw the nature of the malady at the 
distance of twenty-five miles), should come as a rude 
shock to the philosophy of the Bishop, who in spite of 
all I quote, comfortably concludes that healing medium­
ship by the laying on of hands in these modem days, is 
all “ret,” “deception,*  and “pretence." **

When I had written so far I remembered that I had a 
portrait of Mrs. Mettler in the work of Mrs. E. II. 
Britten, on Modem American Spiritualism, so I opened 
the volume at that page, and I copy these five lines—

No, Mr. Editor, they are to good that I will leave them 
for a “good*  opening to my next letter.

In making excuse for the length of this letter, I should 
remind you that it has resulted not so much from my 
presenting a greater number of American cases of mi­
raculous healings, but from my making a digression for 
the express purpose of taking timely notice of Mr. 
Denovan's new book on the Evidences of Spiritualism, 
and introducing it to the attention of my Bishop in the 
first place, and my readers in the second place.

I confess I have been greatly charmed with the book, 
and I do not see why you, Mr. Editor, should have any 
fight with me over the matter, seeing tliat the work is 
in a great measure a reproduction to-day of the Harbinger 
in past years.

Perha|x> you will pardon me on tliis consideration, viz., 
your being moved by gratitude to that gentleman for his 
famous contributions to the Harbinger in days of yore, 
when he was chairman of the “ Energetic Circle of 
Spiritualists,” at Sandhurst. Though my haste to notice 
Jiis book has been in one sense a digression from my list

wrote:
“ He who« ungrateful han no other crime ; 

Other crime*  may |«ua for rirtuei Io Mol”
I am air, your olivdirnt wrvant, 

ROBERT CALDECOTT.
MATERIALISATION CONDITIONS.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.
Sir,—In writing a few word*  of Christinas greeting 

to my friend*  in the Antipodes, it is not very easy to 
select topics that may In of general interest, but I shall 
not be wrong if I say something of your Materialisation 
Seances, of which you have presented us with such an 
exhaustive report. There is no phase of the manifesta­
tion of spirit that is more astounding than this; none 
that demands more complete proof lieforv it can be finally 
accepted. It seems to me tliat you have done much to 
place the evidence on unimpeachable grounds. I have 
had the advantage of seeing some of the private records 
of the circle in which Mr. Spriggs sat at Cardiff liefore 
he migrated to the Antipodes, and I can see tliat his 
development was carefullv guarded, and tliat |«ins were 
taken to render it possible for results to In*  satisfactory. 
It is by no means so simple as it might appear to ensure 
that end. Light has contained of late some com*spond-  
once and some notes of mine that bear closely on tliis 
point. I cannot summarise them, and can only refer your 
readers to them. But compendiously I may say tliat 
results worth having are not to lx*  had save by strict 
attention not only to the medium, but also to the com­
position of the circle. Here is the fatal fault of public 
circles. Any chance loafer who can ¡»ay the fee finds 
his place, and ruins the chances of suco-ss. Any man 
who hates and detests the whole subject can ¡»ay his 
money and find his opportunity of damning it. He'has 
no sort of belief in tile whole thing, no knowledge of tin*  
vfcry alphabet, yet he is to sit as judge ujxm the most 
elaborated manifestation of spirit-power. He, al^olutrly 
ignorant, is to pronounce an opinion on one of the most 
subtle manifestations of spirit. He starts from ignor­
ance, and he pursues his way through rashness to al «sur­
dity. He pays his fee, sees something he cannot under­
stand,- dutches the spirit, grasps (of course) the medium, 
and goes away with the air of a man who has exploded 
a fraud. Yet what has he done ? Simply and solely he 
“ has written himself down an ass.” Fur spiritual things 
are spiritually discerned, and grave problems of this kind 
cannot I16 solved by the rough and ready methods that 
spirit simtchers think proper to employ.

cheering sign that investigators arc I »ecoming 
alive to the absurdity of current methods of investiga­

tion, and also to the necessity for attending to the 
circumstances under which investigation is held. It is 
hot enough that the medium be so ¡»laced that he cannot 
cheat. “ Be he chaste as ice, pure os snow,” he is the 
victim of his surroundings ; he is the wash-jiot into which 
the psychical emanations of the circle are poured. If 
they be vitiated how can he remain pun- f He is 
nervously sensitive to every influence with which 'he is 
brought into rapport. It is necessary then to see that all 
these are good ; for “one dead fly maketh tin- ointment 
of the apothecary to stink.” It is abundantly sure that 
nothing short of the most careful attention, not only to 
the medium but to the circle, will ensure satisfactory 
results.

You have, it appears tome, secured this, and you have 
given us a record of your investigations that seem to me 
to be of high value. It would be impertinent to suggest 
to you experiments that may be impossible. None can 
judge of the conditions save those who are present. But 
supposing it possible for you to elalioratc your experi­
ments so as to get a clear view of the medium and 
psychic form at the same time, it would lie of the highest 
scientific value if you could determine the relation be­
tween the two ; for instance, by seeing how*  far one could 
subsist apart from the other; by weighing both simul­
taneously and determining the variations of weight, and
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especially by watching the gradual extinction of the 
materialised form, and teeing how, and after what time, 
it disappeared.

All thia means a clear view of the medium. I ear­
nestly ho|>e that you will secure that. Do not believe 
that it cannot be done, It can ; and until it is done, the 
philosophy of materialisation will be nil. At the present 
moment wo know almost nothing of the modue operandi. 
We never shall know more till we tee what it going on. 
Let us have that privilege, and we shall advance with 
giant strides. And it would be better, believe me, to get 
one satisfactory experiment in a month than an unsatis­
factory one every day. I know that I ask for what is 
difficult I ask it none the less. It is a tint gud non 
to progress.

You know ss much as I can tell you of our Spiritu­
alism. It is written in the columns of Light. We have 
reached and tiaased a turning point, I will not call it a 
crisis; our facta have accumulated to an extent that 
renders it unnecessary to add to them. There is a dis­
tinct break in their presentation. Five, throe, even two 
years ago, they were qvolved far more rapidly than now. 
They are so far complete; we now want the mind that 
can tabulate, arrange, sift, and classify them. We want 
a philosophy. There are the facts—where is the mind 
to deal with them I Echo answers where ' But the mind 
will be forthcoming. No fear of that.

I offer most respectfully my hearty greetings to my 
friends and co-workers, and am always

Yours most cordially, 
London, Xmas, 1882. M.A., OXON.

WELLINGTON, N. Z."
(From ovr Correspondent.) 

Since my lost to you, the Wellington, ami indeed the 
New Zealand world, has been much exorcised by the 
advent and doings of Mr. Milner Stephen, the magnetic 
healer. He made his debut at Napier, and was fairly 
successful then- to the delight of some, the indignation 
of others, and the astonishment of the great majority. 
The two Napier papers took opposite sides on the ques­
tion, the //cm/«/ being decidedly antagonistic at first, l<ut 
was eventually lirought to its Itearings l«y the resolute 
attitude of the healer himself. Mr. Stephen's fame pre­
ceded him at Wellington.

One word—incredulity—will, I think, nlmut describe 
the state of the public mind here. There were the 
theological unbelievers, the scientific scoffers, and n moss 
of the oi polloi, that ridiculed, without in the slightest 
degree understanding, or attempting to understand, wo 
exceedingly natural process of Mr. Stephen's healing.

He first operated upon private j»aticnte; succeeded in 
several cases, and as markedly failed in others. I saw 
him heal a woman who had been suffering two years from 
a diseased knee; she was all but carried into his room, 
and left it absolutely well. That cure is permanent so 
far—that is a month later. Then he has operated suc­
cessfully on myself for rheumatic pain in the knee ; he 
has relieved my wife of neuralgic headache, and another 
member of my household of swollen legs and varicose 
veins, indigestion, and an internal complaint peculiar to 
women. 1 mention these cures because they have come 
under my direct notice, and I can vouch for their 
genuineness. But I am also aware, allwit less directly, 
of successful healing in other cases, and, as I said before, 
of a great many failures.

Mr. Stephen remained in Wellington three months, 
held three public free-healing meetings at the Athcnwum, 
which had been placed at his disposal by the Athcmeuni 
committee. The first and second meetings were crammed 
to suffocation by the public, and thus the power of the 
healer was much detracted from, and to avoid this 
obstruction an entrance-fee of one shilling was demanded, 
and had the effect of reducing the attendance to about 
one hundred« This was all in favour of Mr. Stephen, 
and I heard that he was very successful with several 
bad cases. During the last week he lias liven away on a 
visit to the Wairarapu, and met with good success there. 
He returns here to-morrow to stay a fortnight, and then, 
I believe, will visit Nelson, and thence go to the West 
Coast township«—West port and Greymouth.

The reception Mr. 8tephen met with at Wellington 
must have gratified any gentleman leas fastidious and 
crotchety than himself. He was met and welcomed by 
Spiritualistic friends, and was at once placed in the very 
focus of an unprejudiced press most anxious to do him 
justice and place on record the successful introduction of 
a new system of healing. Both the Timet and the Pott, 
the former especially took up an important position. 
Full and fair reports of his public exhibitions were given, 
and*  the correspondence columns were opened to the 
fullest extent to commentators. And on the whole Mr. 
Stephen has had, and will have, a good time here. At 
the same time his opponente an- many, and their 
hands are strengthened l»y his peculiarities of character. 
In the first place, he made a mistake at his first public 
exhibition by surrounding his healing power with mys­
tery ; talked about a prayerful life, and a direct gift from 
God, and so on ; introduced Christ and the apostles, etc., 
etc. This would*have  been all very well if his audience 
had been composed of supporters of the Harbinger of 
Light, but mixed as it was, a decidedly had impression 
was created, for the most of his hearers averred he was 
claiming miraculous power, and loudly accused him of 
blasphemy, etc. Then, again, Mr. Stephen makes the 
mistake of expecting everybody to take him at his own 
price, and he also discovers at times almost indecent 
haste in affirming the success of his treatment of cases. 
On the other hand, he is a healer beyond doubt ; is a 
most pleasant gentleman to associate with, and is ably 
seconded by his charming wife. They have made many 
friends here, and if Mr. Stephen would make no mystery 
about his power, but simply attribute it to natural 
causes, which he does not yet understand, he would 
enlist much more sympathy, and remove a mountain of 
prejudiced opposition that now stands in his way.

I forgot to mention one case of remarkable relief 
given by him. It related to a little girl of some thirteen 
summers who had been a martyr from her birth to bron­
chitis and asthma. The parents aver the child is almost 
cured, and I can vouch for immense improvement in her 
case.

I am glad to say that Spiritualism is on the advance 
here. Several circles are at work, and one of them 
promises to develop great power. It is small—six sitters 
only—but they are all earnest and thoughtful, and inves­
tigate in a spirit of sober enquiry. Direct and most 
comforting messages were received from a daughter who 
had “gone before ” not long previously, and a remarkable 
death-notice was also given. Two of the circles — the 
one above mentioned and another—had joined one even­
ing, and then it was announced that the sister of one of 
the sitters had died on the 18th inst, lie tween eight and 
nine o'clock in the evening. No later tlian last night 
the circle of six met and received córro I oration of the 
death message—the sister herself communicating. An 
accurate record has been made of the circumstance, and 
the brother now waits confirmation of the message by 
letter foni England, where, I omitted to state, his sister 
residea

He the development of healing power at a circi© I 
mentioned in my last, I have since ascertained that the 
healing consisted of prescriptions given by the spirit of 
a deceased physician who, for the time being, controlled 
the medium. The case has not made a great deal of 
progress since, although it has on the whole received 
material relief.

Generally, 1 think, the prospects of Spiritualism are 
good in this district ; the soil is fertile, seed has lieen 
sown, and is lieing sown, and germination is not withheld. 
But if there is much less active antagonism to the cause 
than could bo almost hoped for, them is a vast amount 
of passive prejudice to Im* removed; the one thing needful 
to this end is patient, privateandintelligent investigation.

A word about the weather. Such a su aimer was 
surely never lieforo experienced in New Zealand. The 
heat is intense ; we have in fact borrowed caloric from 
your parte, and as the spring and early summer were not 
too dry, an unexampled harvest is being garnered. Pas­
tures are, however, scorched, and dear meat is likely tu 
prevail during the winter.

January 28th, 1883. # TAIHOA
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SEED TIME AND HARVEST;

Hk that soweth to the Wied iuau. beat the

WhIRLWIED.
In Inspirational Lreture (Mivrrrd by Mrt Elizabeth I. 
ffo/scm, of Xon /’rancweo, at ths Aeadrmy of Mutv, 
Mtlboumr, Sunday noning, lik February, 1833.

The universe is governed by immutable law. Cause 
and effect,—cause and effect,—for ever more. From the 
tire mist in which infant worlds were cradled, to the 
finest moral sentiment in man,—cause and effect for 
evermore. Then*  is no such thing as chance ; no atridrnt 
here or anywh»*re  The pment is th«*  natural product of 
the past ; the future shall be the flower and the fruit of 
the present. The law of Nature holds all in its 
embrace; the minutest particle of matter—the grand 
rat expression of the human mind —all feel this grip of 
law, and all respond to this, which is the will of God. 
Cause and effect; every form of matter bound together 
by invisible threads of sympathy, from those grains of 
crystal acting upon each other, to the mighty systems of 
suns and stars that sweep harmoniously through the 
boundless realms of space, and without these threads of 
sy tn j a thy thero were no harmony or concert of action. 
Being so bound, responsive, reciprocal, we feel the good, 
though it may seem to be infinitely removed from us ; 
we are affected by th«*  so-called lad, though it may serin 
infinitely below us. 8teadily we move onward, from the 
present conditions towards th<- future, from [»rinuil« to 
ultimate«. Stretching through space is a sulatanco so 
attenuated, so rehn<*<l,  that a million miles of it might Im 
compressed into a lady's thimble, and you say—«’how un­
substantial ! how insignificant a part it must play in this 
great universe. Not so. But for this sea of ether all 
were darkness, and all were Imre of sympathy. This ma 
of ether, this attenuated substance stretching through 
illimitable space Ivcomes the medium through which are 
transmitted the most delicate tremors and the sublimcst 
rhythms of tho marching universe. The lifting of my 
hand creates motions, waves, rhythms, tremors, that 
continue to run their wondrous changes in the coming 
ages of eternity. My voice, plunged into this ethereal 
sea, goes on echoing for evermore. Such is this law of 
sympathy. You may add by a word to the sum total of 
universal joy- you may by an act add to the sum total 
of good, of virtue, in God’s endless universe; and like­
wise by a word, a look, an act, which your neighlaours, 
which your nearest friend, would not observe—would I*  
unconscious of—you may ¿et in motion potentialities 
that shall in future time appeal to you in wondrous 
pictures. A sentence hurled from the lips of an eathu 
siast lias become the s«*ed  that, springing, has burne tho 
rod blossom of revolution. A thought murmyfvd in the 
tones of affection, or sent forth upon the-'eye beam of 
love, has set in motion the virtues of the human soul 
until they too blossom into genius. Cause and effect. 
Where lies the secret of the genius of a Shakespeare, or 
a Dante, or a Beethoven ! What is the mystery of the 
differences which we discover in human souls T

"Why”— is the first word which tho young child in 
its first lesson of knowledge utters eagerly. Why this 1 
—why that ?—and when we shall lie able to go down to 
the cause of this and that, when wo shall be able to 
decipher these now impalpable, now invisible, and 
apparently inconse«|ucnt forces that lie around us, which 
are distributed through all the cirvh-s of being, then 
shall*  we have discovered the secret of good and evil 
action, and then shall we be able to cure the wrong that 
lies like an immense pall round the heart of the world. 
Heretofore we have been trying to heal from the outside ; 
we have believed in a religion that has been foreign to 
human nature, and we have tried to make men moral by 
a process of inoculation or vaccination, as you have 
tried to make men healthy by vaccinating them with 
another disease. But the true cure of all stxalhd 
evil, the true cure of all so called wickedness, sin, and 
misery in the world lies tcizAiu. Ignorance is the 
only evil. Men are only half educated, no, not half educa 
ted, and the result is we are onesided, we are half-made

men and women, we are ths result as I hare said of the 
past, its legitimate product*  And what we hare now 
to do is to discover the possibtlrtim for good that lie here 
latent within us, to discover the poaulslitirs for virtue, 
the poasihlitie« of harmony, to kill all the evil tn the 
world, and believe me, it lim not in the region or in the 
direction of a vicarious atonement. You may put that 
forever away from your thoughts,—the hone that ano­
ther man's innocence will stand in your stead by and l«y ! 
—the hope lint another man's virtue shall heal y<»ur 
iniquity, until you make that virtue your own; the 
hope that another nuun truth shall release you from th«*  
iMidap*  of error, until you too discover truth, aiul hud 
it to be a part of yourself. Every action of our tires is 
important The coldest clod of earth i» palpitating 
with germs of life that nrrer die . the smallest aoUou 
of the child is father to some other action, and some 
other action shall follow this, on and on forever. We 
have helicvrd that we might sin a little, and it I**  for­
given us; that we could sin much and it Is*  forgiven 
us, that w«*  could lead lad tires, evil lives, idle, ignorant, 
useless tires, all the days of our earthly existence, and 
not reap as we have sown *.  that we should reap as anmeane 
else hath sown ; reap virtue l**causc  another hath sown 
virtue, reap happiness from anoth«*r*s  deeds. But 
not ui^til they Irconie our own, tiot until we are worthy, 
not Until we fed stirring within us these potentialities 
that make us kindred the wide world over, can we reap 
these things. Every tittle act is of importance, and it is 
of chicfeat importance that the act be good, that it be 
wise, that it I* —not in*accordance  with your ignorant 
conception of this or that,—but that it lira parallel with 
immutable law. And remendwr thia,—if you utter the 
truth, you have the universe on your side helping you 
to demonstrate your truth, and it will demonstrate your 
truth sooner or later, anil Nature agrees with virtue, 
and morality is more essential than alL What do I mean 
by morality t 1 mean simply health, and in order to hr 
healthy spiritual brings, you must Ite healthy physical 
lieings, and the true Salvation anny would not carry 
holy water to sprinkle the people, with a laptism of 
words, but believe me the greaUwt nwl of many ia a 

1 good wholesome lath of pure water with plenty of soap, 
and then fresh air.

Remember, I have said that there is a chain of sym­
pathy extending from th«*  lowest to the highest life. 
Your city fathers may Isdievr,—the rich man in his 
mansion may Isdieve, that he is safe if only his own 
surroundings, his immediate environments, are clean and 
pure, for he himself acts rightly ; so far as self is con- 
cerned he may believe that th«*  evil action of anoth«*rwil|  
not affect him. But I tell the city father*»  that there is 
no safety for any man, for any child, in all your city 
until all disease breeding ccs*;> ooIa, until all drains, 
until all place*  are cleansed of impurity. And 
so in the moral, in the spiritual; there is no safety, fair 
mother, for your group of lieaut«*ous  girls, so long as it is 

I possible for on«*  girl in all this city to go astray. 
I Why I Because the threads of sympathy uniting society 

make it impossildc for one sin to he enacted without 
affecting the whole social structure, making it im|«nssil4e 
for one evil*  to remain unrederme<l, untouched, without 
breeding morn) disease or physical fwstilence. So long 
as this remain«, I say there is no safety for any man, for 
steadily the air is impregnat'd by these germs, and some 
morning you will rise with the system in just precisely 
that condition which makes it good soil for the diseased 
gerrns, ; then they will take lodgement, and although 
you have been virtuous, temperate, lived out there near 
the borders of the town where the air seemed |»ure, you 
have not destroyed the disease, you have provided the 
conditions, and you too may fall a prey to this disease, to 
this want of virtue in the atmosphere which now exists. 
More subtle than you dream an*  these powers that are 
ever circulating in the air around you, more than you 
know is the very look of the eye, the very expression 
of the countenance. Do you know that there are some 
looks that stab like a dogger; then*  are others that 
are a benediction and bless without a word uttered. 
There are men whose voices, wh<w looks, an*  insult*,  
though no word is spoken, and others who make one feel
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that the world is safe for innocence. And always and 
everywhere we are carrying with us these subtle influ­
ence*.  The grasp of a hand may breed disease in our 
Ixxlies; the touch of a soul may give us moral epidemics. 
Your thoughts are beholden in secret; Nature publishes 
them upon your face ; there is no secrecy either for vice 
or virtue. Nature, says Emerson, “ writes upon the 
countenance what we are doing; she makes the lines, 
angles, and curves of the face declare our most 
secret thoughts. ” And, as I have said, these thoughts, 
though they find no visible or audible expression, 
may never be written or spoken, yet become poten­
tialities which make virtue or vice possible. As a 
man soweth so shall he reap, and yet every day of our 
lives we are sowing tares, and expect to reap golden 
wheat, sowing vices, and expecting society to be virtuous. 
We are indulging in exceases, and are expecting to keep 
our equipoise. Let me tell you that excess is vulgar, in 
every department of life, and it brings the loss of 
equilibrium, and the loss of equilibrium is disease, both 
spiritual and physical, and you cannot Ixj excessive in any 
one direction, not even in the mental state, without 
undue expenditure in that direction, and you must pay 
the penalty. Genius may l»e an excess in one direction 
but we discover the weak point always and every­
where. I have said that excess is vulgar, and let me say 
right here that Nature in her norma) operations is divine, 
whether it is in the Ixxly of man or in the ecstacy of a 
seraph. There is no vulgarity in pure, unadulterated, 
uncorrupted nature. Moreover, Nature miftns that 
every human lx*ing,  aye, the smallest and most in­
significant creature*,  shall be happy, and the greatest 
good is happiness ; a man who is thoroughly happy in 
every nerve of Ixxly and sou) demonstrates that lie is 
good, proves that he is virtuous; and the man who 
is unhappy, the woman who is unhappy, proves that 
somewhere there is a weak link in the chain, that 
somewhere there is excess. Let us lie happy, 
says the young man, and goes out to indulge his 
appetite. Now these appetites were given us for
lieneficent purposes; they are divine instincts planted in 
the organisation, both mental, spiritual, and physical;— 
all these are implanted of necessity, and they signify 
divine provision, and every nerve of the Ixxly is intended 
to lie an avenue of pleasure ;—mark that,—and we have 
nothing to say to night derogatory to pleasure. Nothing. 
We would only broaden out the paths of happiness, 
only dear these channels of pleasure, we would only 
intensify these tliriUs of joy that keep the old world 
young for ever. But it is not to be done through 
excess. It is to be done by the exercise of temper­
ance in every department of life, and by temperance 
we mean that the normal action of all the physical 
organs should be preserved, and then follows the norma), 
harmonious action of the spiritual functions. And how 
are these to be preserved I We came into the world, some 
born to vice, some to virtue, with incentives to evil 
actions already stirring within us. How shall we over­
come this, is the question, and your theology says,— 
come to Jesus, and there shall ye be cleansed of all your 
unworthiness ; come and accept of the plan of salvation 
which the Christian Church commends, and then shall 
you be born unto a state of perfect bliss. But nature 
does not agree with vicarious atonement, and every day's 
experience disapproves the doctrine. Human justice, 
shortsighted as it is, will not accept the vicarious atone­
ment. Let the son who has committed murder come 
before the justice, and ask tliat he may be excused, that 
he may be left to go free liecause of a mother's eagerness 
to sacrifice her life in his stead ; let that mother go upon 
her knees before the court, and ask that her son may be 
set free that she may take his place and satisfy justice, 
—you would cry out shame to the judge who would 
accept the sacrifice; and perfect justice is certainly 
abbve human justice, and perfect justice demands that 
every man shall suffer or enjoy the consequences of his 
own acta. As you sow, so shall you reap.

We are made up of patches and parts of other human 
lieings. We do not choose our fathers and mothers, nor 
the place of our birth ; we do not choose where or how 
we shall come into this world ; but we come with certain

possibilities, and the philanthropist asks—how can I deal 
with this great variety of human life I how can I 
bring harmony forth from discord, virtue forth from 
vice 1 and again the answer is — Knowledge is the 
cure of al) evil, for ignorance is the only evil in the 
world. But you answer me, there are many educated 
rogues; the most successful knaves are the most 
learned knaves. I do not say that some superficial 
knowledge, that book learning and study, will save 
from vice, and cure the sin-sick world. Nay, but
knowltdgt—that is the blossom of natural law; and 
when we speak of standards of morality, remember this, 

'—Nature is moral always, when left to her own sweet 
will, and if we will turn to Nature instead of the preacher 
and ask what is right or is wrong, Nature will determine 
for us; for that which produces discord is wrong, and 
that which produces harmony is right; that which in­
fringes upon the right and mars the happiness of ano­
ther,—this is sure to lie wrong. But that which tends 
to the happiness of one, tends to the happiness of all, and 
therefore the shortest road to happiness is to forget . 
yourself in remembering the needs of another, to forget 
the cares of your own heart in remembering the hunger 
of some other mind by sowing the seeds of happiness in 
another's path suddenly we see in our own springing 
up these ripe grains of pleasure, these sweet blossoms of 
joy. You know the young men of the world have 
been permitted to believe that they might with impunity 
sow what is popularly called “ wild oats ”! that a young 
man might live say five or ten years a life of self 
indulgence, drink to excess, befoul his mouth 
and dull his nervous sensibilities, and do all this with 
impunity, and virtue not be put to shame. There is one 
standard of morality for young men, and quit« another 
for young women, for young women are not permitted 
to sow wild oats with impunity. Now this is popular 
prejudice, and is not grounded in any law in nature. 
Nature declares that virtue ¡6 virtue in man as in woman 
and most admirable in lioth, and that a vicious action, 
an excess, is an aliomination in man as in woman, 
and when we go, not to man’s selfishness, nor 
yet to the Christian Church, nor indeed to any Church, 
but to nature, we shall find that there is but one moral 
standard fit for the Government of the world, and this 
recognises the equality of man and woman, and declares 
that the act which makes it impossible for a woman to be 
welcomed to good society, should make it impossible for 
a man to be admitted there.

I have said that every nerve of the human body was 
intended for an avenue through which we should attain 
pleasure, and that nature intended that every one of her 
children should be happy, but we, by the excessive use 
or strain we bring to liear upon these nerves, make 
them avenues of pain, and the young man who thinks he 
can smoke his cigar with impunity and not reap for the 
sowing of this idle seed pain instead of pleasure, is much 
mistaken ; for just so far as he abuses a single nerve of the 
Ixxly, whether it is in the mouth or in the stomach, when­
ever he dulls the sensibility of a single nerve he blocks the 
way to happiness through which the soul should receive its 
own, and through this vile narcotic he lulls to sleep those 
angels that would keep him thrilled with pleasure from 
the moment that he is cradled in his mother’s arms until 
he passes out through the gate of the grave into the 
larger expanse of the life beyond. As a man 
soweth, so shall he reap. Do you think that the exqui- 
sive joy of love is possible to the vicious, to the lecher ! 
Nay, he pays a high price for a few days, weeks, or years 
of indulgence, for through the excessive strain brought to 
bear upon these nerves, the over-taxation of this portion 
of the system, which was intended to express the highest 
sentiment, the sweetest joy, the fondest ties of human 
love, by dulling these he closes the gateway of th« 
palace Beautiful, and the palace Divine, into which his 
soul so longs to enter. Remember, it is only to the 
virtuous that true love lends her divinest charm ; it is 
to the temperate alone that nature unfolds and makes 
known her most delicate perfumes, her finest and most 
delectable aromas, those particles invisible that 
float into the system to fill it with joy. And just 
so surely as you educate the young man to
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believe that virtue means something different in himself 
than in his niter, the time comes when he will accuse 
you of falsehood, and in hi« heart cane the day he was 
made to believe t hat the bloom of virtue was less beauti­
ful upon hia face than upon that of hia lister woman. 
Nature keep« no secrets, I repeat ; and however 
truly you may l*l»eve  that you do your act in secret, 1« 
it vice or virtue, it will find you out. If you do a philan­
thropic action, do not trouble if your neighbors are not 
aware of it; do not trouble if the world seems not to 
know. Virtue will find you out; it will publish itself by 
swelling the grand sum total of virtue. Some day you 
shall see that act emblazoned in immortal light. The 
world ia a great picture gallery, and a whispering gallery 
as well No murmur of love, though it be holden in 
your own breath, uninterpreted by the outer ear, but 
one day shall send back its grateful echo; no sigh or 
longing for the good that shall not some time unfold 
wings upon which your soul shall soar into the purer 
and more ethcrial air; and also, no vile thought that 
crawls in the slime of sensuality which lias lodgment in 
your breast, but mars in the cyea of the angels—which 
shall by and by be the eyes of all men—the beauty of 
your spirit, the perfectness of the very clothes you wear. 
That story of the Christ, and the woman coming and 
touching his garment hem feeling virtue flow into her, 
is really grounded in a great truth, for our garments 
art*  permeated with the virtues of the soul, and they are 
heavy with the thoughts of sin. Do you know that sit­
ting here sometimes side by side in this great room, scarce 
touching one another, you are exhaling an influence for 
g<>od or bad. The sinister thought that hovers in your 
breast has I «eaten its way upon the atmosphere, and as 
the whir of insects wings adds to the great harmony of 
life as well as the rush of countless worlds, so the secret 
whispering of your thought too is I «eating its way to 
another's sensitive brain, and though they may not know 
the cause, nor discover that the seed was lodged, believe 
m«*  there was potency in your thought, and it hath 
quickened, and someday you shall reap the consequences. 
The desire of every human being, I think, is to become 
Iwautiful, and do you know that the clairvoyant ryes of 
spirits and angels behold faces that to you may even be 
grotesque, and sec that they are really countenances 
transfigured in beauty. And why 1 Because, ns I have 
said, your thoughts are garments, your feelings are 
emanations ; they breathe, they expand, and go travelling 
in the air, are carried about here and there, servants of 
of the soul. You are clothed afout with the very 
thoughts that arc being evolved from your brains, and 
though you may have passed unobserved by human eyes, 
and die thought may seem without power, believe me. there 
is a potency, a power of influence that expands in beauty 
and these are the blossoms of our spirit-realm. The fact*  
that we love grow beautiful to our eye«, and why is it ! 
Because love has discovered virtue hyffj because love 
feels virtue flowing out from itSx&bjrct into itself, and 
thus it is that in the eyes of love, the beloved object 
is always beautiful ; and oh, dear friends, believe me 
that it is never too late for us to begin to make ourselves 
more beautiful even to common eyes, it is never too 
late to Iwgin to sow the golden seed that shall 
spring up and l>car a hundred fold. But you cannot 
cheat Nature any more than you can cheat yourselves. 
You may cheat your neighbor ; you may cheat your 
nearest friend ; you may deceive the multitude, l»ut you 
cannot deceive yourself, you cannot deceive Nature, and 
she will have her due to the uttermost farthing. 
You may make believe that you are virtuous and 
pass well in the world, but your sin, your lack of 
moral power will find you out. You may ask me, why 
is it that the bud man will succeed lietter in the world 
than the virtuous ; Did you ever know a murderer who 
really profited through the murderous act! He 
may win the admiration of the wise, and men may prais» 
him, and say how wise, how strong he is, what brave efforts 
he has made, and fall down it may be in adoration before 
him and vet, be he king upon his throne, or be he common 
man, and have on the one side empire, and on the other 
the respect of man, still the act has impoverished him, 
irredeemably impoverished him, for his soul is clothed in 

rags, and these rags are stained with blood. He cannot 
ria himself of the consequences at that act, though a 
thousand auch as Jesus were to be slain in his defence, 
and though ho were to be dipped in the Mood of a thous­
and Christa, be cannot wash from memory that foul deed. 
It will go with him evermore until he shall ha*r  undone the 
wrong so far as possible, until be has in some wise overt« Ian 
red th»- evil set by virtuous deed« I>o you re*emb«r  
the picture which the great Charles Dickens drew at the 
murderer when be had succeeded finally in strangling 
his mistress.I Do you remember the fearful picture that 
he draws of Bill Sykes when fleeing from the scene of 
action he seeks th»- green woods, passes over the luscious 
fields, breathes the summer air, the lards are wari»luq( 
in his ear, and yet the whole world cries out * there goes 
a murderer. " The stir and rustle of the leaves seem 
full of sinister meaning, the very grass grows red under 
hia feet, and when overcome with fatigue he loses him 
wlf for a moment in sleep, still those awful eyes stare at 
him through the shadows, and he cannot escape their 
gleam. So it is from the least to the great**st  act of 
life. The consequences must follow No man can 
re<l»-em us from ourselves save by throwing al«ut us 
such influence as shall bring to life those germs that are 
latent withui our I »rmst, and kindle there the possibtlitwe 
for good that sleep in every man. As a man sows so 
shall he reap. But do not believe that it is only evil 
seeds that grow and liear ban est There is another 
side to this aucstion, a brighter side, for believe me 
the good in all men is more positive and in greater 
abundance than is the bad. There ia no human soul in 
which good docs not somewhat ovvr-lsdance what we call 
evil. There ia no soul that does not accomplish more 
good than evil in thia world. The question is, how shall 
we weed out the evil altogether. Did you ever hear 
the father of a family wonder why hia children should 
falsify! Did you ever hear tile mother of a family 
wonder why her daughters should lack a sense of what 
is modest and chaste, appropriate and refined ! -God 
bless thee, father ; those sonj of thine are but giving 
voice to the lies that were already inherent in thy 
life; and, fair mother, some moment in that deli­
cate stage of I’cing when an immortal soul depends 
upon you for its deflection for good or bod, torn»*  
pre-eminent moment of your life, there sprang in 
your breast an unchaste thought, and now tliat has grown 
until it coven your child with shame. How shall we 
make the world better! By beginning with oursrlvra 
and always remendirring that we are not ind»*pendrtit  
beings, that there is no such thing a« iwdation in tb»*  
universe, that every toy before us may become a father, 
every girl become a mother, and that within this realm 
of divine maternity lie mighty possibilities for good or 
evil. The husband coming home at night with all the 
evils and inharmoni«**  caused by his daily life in body 
and brain begets a child, and the child expresses the dia­
cord, and then we wonder why harmony is not born in 
place of discord. Let us begin at the very foundation of 
things, and not I*  too modest, too wise, too <haste to 
question as to what is virtue. Living truthfully our­
selves our children shall then be the expression of our 
truth. Living temperately ourselves, our children shall 
be embodiments of teipperance. These lusts of the flesh 
are- bora with us, and we are not to I*  held responailde 
for other men's actions, but Nr e are to do the l<ext we can 
with what we have, and then as I hair said Nature is 
on the side of truth and virtue, and if you are lal«ounng 
for the good you have the whole universe on your side 
and must become the victor.

In our daily life how little do we consider that a single 
word in the morning may have influenced a day ; how 
one loving kiss has brightened some human life ; how a 
smile has been a benediction that has shone like a ray 
of sunlight through a human life. My friend, coming 
into the breakfast room in the morning, if it so chance 
that the l>eefsteak is burnt to a cinder, keep still a 
smiling face, and you will do more good for your good 
wife's happiness than as though you said a thousand 
blessings over the table. When a child lias done 
wrong you multiply wrong in its breast by turning 
upon it in anger with a harsh rebuke. But must
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not children fo taught when they are in the wrong! 
Moat assuredly. B(it rememfor thia, you can never 
make a child l>etter by appealing to its combativo- 
ncM. All your philosophy, all your science, avails noth­
ing if you have not love ; so much of love, so much of 
power over your child ; and the whip that is used by 
some half forforoua people for the correction of the 
young, beata more evil into children than it ever beat out 
of them. But if a child has committed a wrong act, and 
repeats it, you must in some way restrain him, and if 
kind words will not do it, then the whip! I answer you, 
that though you may conqtier tho child somewhat, you 
have set the antagonism of his nature at work in somo 
other direction and he will get the fotter of you in somo 
other way. So the best thing to do is to sow your seeds 
of love and kindness in the hearts of the children, in the 
hearts of the household, treat your servant*  as though 
they were humnn foings, and remember that many times 
it is of mon> importance to your wife that you should 
smile than that you should bring her a coronet of dia­
monds, more iiiqrortant that you should toll her somo 
cheerful tidings than that she should understand the 
mystery of transulistantiation. Yes, let us begin earlv 
in the morning to sow our seeds of kindness and good­
will, and renu*mfor  that Nature means that we should 
lie happy, Irat she did not mean that we should aliusc 
any of her laws without retaliation, but the retaliation 
is for our good, and saves us from final destruction. Oh, 
if you knew, fair woman, how much you might do for 
tho betterment of your sex, by' uttering a word of en­
couragement to some lonely heart you would not pass 
it coldly by. I»o you ever think now much mere sus­
picion may do towards damning man or woman, especi­
ally woman I You are found to believe in the virtue 
of all men, in the purity of all women until they prove 
to the contrary ; and how much could we do towards 
helping them to Im* virtuous, to fo true, by simply be­
lieving in their virtue, in their truth. How much 
fotter if in place of frowns we give smiles, in place of 
suspicion we give faith, hope, charity. If you would 
Income a philanthropist, Iregin at home. There are plenty 
of mm who are universally polite—to other men’s wives ; 
but there is no man who cannot better afford to fo impolite 
to his neighfourX wife than to his own, for neglect in 
the home circle is sowing the seeds of discord. You 
may think that you can go on with impunity day after 
day neglecting thrao little amenities ; these courtesies that 
made your sweethi'art so happy an«l that your wife will 
not care; fot foli«-ve me if you wtre to greet l,cr on coming 
home at night with a kiss, it would be more precious to 
that burdened life than were thoM*  hours of sweet-heart 
communion under the stars. We need love, charity, hope, 
faith, everywhere, but we need it most at home, and the 
wisest philanthropist is he who begins his courtesies at tho 
hearthstone, and who with a smile, a won! of cheer, n 
thought of hope, a kiss of love, makr-a the wean- heart of 
his wife grow glad, and all the day relit on as though it 
were passing straight to Paradise. Sow good seeds ; fo 
patient in the sowing ; God will not forget them. The 
toiler in the attic; the sower of needs on the city 
streets, the laforera whose*  names are never known 
ure helping to enrich the world. You may think that 
no one cares for the heart that is starving there, may 
feel that there is no love in all the world that shall satisfy 
its thirst, its hunger. But some day the love that you are 
cherishing in secret shall grow and enrich another's 
life ; some day the hope will flash out into a great, 
sweet tiling of beauty tn bear you up into the realms 
of love and joy. Mother, you have asked yourself 
a thousand times, how can I, with daily cares resting 
ao heavily upon me, teach the little ones about me to fo 
wise, how unfold to them the revelations of science, how 
turn the pages of Nature and open up its beauties to them, 
and help them to fo virtuous and happy t And I answer 
yap tliat a noble, patient life is better and grander than 
any book that was ever written, and though it may 
unheeded and these children may not serin to care, yet 
in after life you will Imj remembered as of the angels; when 
by and by they shall fo*  grown to men anil women they will 
look upon their mother's face and say—she was an angel. 
The influence of a virtuous life is greater, I repeat, than any 

book ever written, any sermonjver preached, and the 
genius sleeping*»  us can by asthousand influences of 
which we do not dream kindle by and by under th« 
workings of this patient toil. Believe me that this 
patience and this nope in the heart of woman may Im­
come the very germ of a genius greater than Shakes 
pere, mightier than Socrates and Plato; it is through 
the building up of a noble character that men and 
women not only become great themselves, but make the 
whole world rejoice in their greatness. Supposing 
you had been asked nearly nineteen hundred years ago— 
what about this man Jesus 1 Was his life not a pitiful 
failure! He camo on earth, and declared that he was 
to do great things ; but he was followed by the rabble, 
he associated with Magdalene«, publicans, and sinners 
everywhere, finally his great pretensions were blown to 
the winds and he died an ignominious death on the cross. 
Yes, fois life in the eyes of men was an ignominious 
failure, but ho sowed good seed ; ho did not shed his 
blood that it should cleanse you from your sins ; but he 
uttered great thoughts, and lo tho centuries did lieartheirt 
onward until they illume the present hour. And so with 
a thousand humbler lives. The deeds that are done in 
the dork shall fo published in the light of some sweet 
morning that yet shall dawn.

Vices ever l«ear fruits of weakness and decrepitude— 
lost taste, lost hearing, lost sight, lost feeling—while 
virtue quickens all the faculties, and the man who lias 
temperately lived posses to the spirit-world carrying with 
him not chains and iron hands of awful memories and 
degrading thoughts, but rather leaps over the invisible 
foundary, and clasping hands of welcome rises to the 
plane for which he is prepared.

Borne on the breath of every spring ; 
Life's counties« germs flit all unseen, 

Willi vital power and viewless wing, 
To clothe the world in living green.

Tlic singing bird and sighing wind 
With fairies All the field and wood ;

The sun-god smiles, the clouds grow kind, 
Unconscious messengers of good.

And if rank poisons do distil, ,
And thorns beside the roses grow ;

They, too, some noble law fulfil 
When Nature's purposes we know.

So every breat h of human life
Is laden with some jsort of seed ; 

And every human heart-throb rife
With germs of good or evil deed.

The angry look, the thought of hate. 
When once aet free from eye or brain, 

Strive as wo will, 'tis then too late 
To bind them to ourselves ngnin.

The glanderous word, the acted lie, 
How soon they quicken when once sown 

And ripen into misery
Until a Ufa is overthrown I

Lost in the mare» of desire, 
Our hearts are torn on thorns of lust. 

Till dulled and dark, love's altar-fire 
Burns but to show us hopes in dust.

And ycl ns Nature everywhere 
Throughout the boundless universo 

Preserves the good with gicalcsl care 
And never utters aimk-ss entse ;

So in the realm of deathless
She guard« the good seeds when they fall,

And holds the evil in control
• Until the truth shall conquer all.

And as the darkness now reveals
The sky sown thick with golden grain, 

But still the mighty hand concedía. 
Outstretched o'er all the starry plain ;

So sin and rot row seem to me 
The shadows of a passing night.

In which the stars of purity 
Still shine with citar and steady light.

And over all the world below
Powers unseen arc sowing seeds 

That yet shall spring and bud and grow 
To meet the soul's increasing needs.

Hold fnst, oh brave men, to the plow I 
Turn up the warm and quickening rod, 

Until the fields, all barren now,
Shows harvests ripening unto God I
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WAS LONGFELLOW MEDIUMI8TIC1

TO TUB BPITOB OF TUB HABKXGBB OF LIGHT.

Sib,—James T. Fields in writing of Longfellow's poems 
says : “ ‘ The Light -of the Stars * was composed on a 
w-rvne and beautiful summer evening, exactly suggestive 
of the poem."

Here we have most favourable conditions for impres­
sionai influences.

Again he writes : “ The poem of the Reaper Drath 
came, «ctlAotU efort, crystalised into his mind." Yet 
again, he says: “The wreck of the Hesperus hardly 
caused him an effort, but flowed on without let or hinder 
awe." (The italics are mine). Now thinking implies 
effort. consequently where there is no effort then- can 
be no systematised thinking, such as would have been 
necessary for the production of th«1 beautiful poems 
which flowed from the pen of Longfellow.

Impressionai medium« will see in the descriptions of 
the ras«- with which the |x>rms were written, reflections 
of their own experiences.—Yours, etc.,

0. R.

DENTON ON SPIRITUALISM.

Ill the course of Mr. W. Denton's last Sunday evening 
lecture—Evolution in Religion and the Religious Future 
of Victoria—delivered at the Bijou Theatre, January 14th, 
1883, referring to the Materialistic character of the pre­
vailing faith, he said, " You will have a Spiritual religion. 
I know that many of you think who have listened to my 
lectures that however right I may bo in much, that I am 
mistaken on the subject of Spiritualism. You who 
think so have not been over the road that I have been, 
not once, nor twice, nor ten times, but hundreds of times. 
I think, therefore, I know more on this subject than those 
people can know who have never investigated it. I do 
not like to hear people talk as if they had mastered 
every truth of the universe, and knew, everything that 
could ever be known on this planet. Let me tell you 
that we have not begun to fathom the powers of the 
human intellect, have not liegun to imagine what men 
and women who have souls in them can do, have not 
liegun to dream of the possibilities that lie before the 
human soul when stripped of this garment of flesh. 1 
know, as I know that you sit there, and I stand here, 
that there are intelligent beings that are under ordinary 
circumstanees invisible to us, and that with these livings we 
can come into communication. I have come into 
communication with ^hetn hundreds of times under 
circumstances that do not leave any room for any possible 
fraud or any possible mistake. These living invariably 
claim to have lived upon this glolic ; to hfiVc Ix-en men, 
to have been women, to liave bcenjdjiidren. They pre­
sent evidence to us that they are what they claim to be ; 
the very strongest kind of evidence. Now, that evidence 
has come to me, it has come to my friends, enabling me 
to know that my friends that were called dead were 
alive, and never more fully alive than they arc now, and 
since they live I very naturally draw the conclusion that 
I shall live also. I know there is a great deal taught in 
the name of Spiritualism that is very nonsensical, and 
any intelligent man must know this. I know that then*  
is a great deal of fraud palmed off in the name of 
Spiritualism, and I have seen about as much of it as 
most people have seen ; but no amount of fraud can 
possibly do away with the facts that I know, and that I 
must low*  my sense« before I can cease to know, in refer­
ence to this subject. Therefore that Spiritualism is true 
I know ; death does not end us, and human livings will 
know tho destiny that awaits them, for I believe that 
spiritual beings will walk the earth, and that every man 
and every woman will know the destiny of the human 
soul.

Tub London correspondent of the Ary us states that 
the late Archbishop of Canterbury was a member of the 
“Ghost Club,” a Society for investigating a phase of 
Spiritual Phenomena.

LETTER TO MY FRIEND DV ENGLAND, DI 
JUSTIFICATION OF MY CHANOE OF FAITH.

My Dbab Fbibwh. —I m-mwi your very wrkesne 
letter and was exceedingly sorry to bear of your indis­
position. I am pleased to bear of the good health of so 
many friends, and sorry to bear of the illness of others. 
What will perhaps surprise you, is that your nrws of 
the death of Mr. is, in the strict sense of the
term, no news of me, as it merely confirms what I saw 
and beard in a dream about the time of his death I 
dreamt I was at home again in England, and was walk­
ing through my native town, when on passing the front 
of Mr. 8— -—t's place of Imsinem 1 noticed that it 
was closed, the shutters were op, also those of sosne of 
the adjoining shops, while looking wonderfully at thia, 
I distinctly beard a voice say, Mr. 8 t is dead.
When I arose next morning 1 told my brother the dream 
1 had and that Mr 8—t must be dmd 1 took no 
further notice of the occurrence until 1 received your 
letter some months afterward», in fai t, I had forgotten 
the circumstance until reading your letter Iwought back 
the facts vividly to my memory, and somewhat startled 
me at the time. Thu is every a ord true, and you are 
at liberty to tell anyone of the circumstance if you think 
fit, for these things only csum- more investigation into 
the subject of Psychology and Spiritualism, in the sphere 
of which subjects, 1 am proud to say, I am an earnest 
worker for truth’s sake. As it is my intention tn 
criticise some of the assertions contained in your letter, 
1 trust you will panion me so doing as I * ish to show 
you how different they look when fairly viewed. In th«- 
first place it is very easy to err that you, the same as 
others who ridicule the subject under consideration, know 
nothing whatever about it, eitlirr by personal experience, 
investigation or study. I shall quote some of your letter 
and underline it so tliat you may know it is what you wrote. 
You say “ I dofeel verymuch tiHuoyrd to think thatyouhavr 
been brouyht up at a Xit udoy XckmJ, where th» eeriptu r»« «rer*  
explained in their true sense, and yet to take up with tuck 
truth, and suck hypocrisy, as you kare dow. I beliere it 
to be a swindle aw! a blasphemy in the siyhl of (!od. "

Now s|M-aking seriously, do you not think that the above 
is rather inconsistent, to use such language aliout a sub­
ject you do not rvally understand, and that you hax r had 
your mind prejudiced against by unprincipled and inter­
ested persona In the first place, as regards having the 
scriptures taught us in the Sunday School in their true 
sense, that 1 distinctly deny. You pay a high compli­
ment to my Sunday School teachers, to say they did 
what the most intelligent minds of the present day fail 
to do. There is in the Bible a deal that lafllcs all ex­
planation, and one of the moat difficult problems to solve 
is, why such a quantity of horrible meaningless and 
ridiculous records should ever I*  allowed to.be called 
“God’s Word." Granted there are a great quantity of 
good and noble teachings contained therein, let it 
lw read with reason x*i»<l  criticised the same a*  other 
books, and not be held up as the infallible word of 
an infinite, omnisciunt, omnipresent, all-wise, all-loving 
God. Take from it what is unfit to Iw read or taught 
to your children, put it .together, and then retire to *>ome  
ouLof-thc-way place and n-ai| the whole of it, anil then 
consider whether God was ever such a monster as therein 
represented. Take away the three or four hundred 
chapters containing lists of names rites and ceremonies 
now obsolete, the hundred or more chapters containing 
nothing but fulminations against the Jews and their 
idolatrous customs, the scores of chapters containing 
nothing but historical records of no meaning or »prrial 
interest to us, and the two score or mon- cliapu-r*  ixm- 
taining stories of revolting immorality quite unfit to lw 
read by man, woman or child, and the liook has lost the 
greater port of its bulk, the largest part bring that which 
m taken away. We now have the l«ook divided and are 
Ix-tter able to judge its worth. According to the orthodox 
Christian’s belief it is all the won! of God, hut when*  is 
there one Christian, one minister of the gospel, or one 
tiring person, that would take the largest half and read 
it to an audience and claim it a*  the “ word of t Sod. " 
Such a thing would be a slander upon our conception of
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the Deity, who in a God of Love, and would never give to 
us what we would scorn to give to our children.

The time will come when the book will l>r read with 
reason as other books, and not given to other men tn 
read and explain as they like, to be used as a weapon of 
compulsion upon the ignorant and superstitious. You 
say that spiritualism is trash and rubbish, hypocrisy, a 
swindle, and blasphemy in the sight of God. All this 
applies equally to the Bible, as that book is full of it; from 
the first page of Genesis to the last of Revelations is one 
long record of spiritual manifestations of five or six 
thousand years, manifestations similar to those taking 
place now, brought about in exactly the same way, just 
as wonderful and just as difficult to explain. I could 
point you out numerous plates where it distinctly states 
that circles were held for manifestations of the spirit, 
notably the day of Pentecost, when the disciples sat with 
one accord (one mind) in a room with closed doors <kc.

Again in your letter you say, M Ifyou ar*  dosay »//or 
yain an many othere are, do aioay with it al once anti not 
try io load nihen tulray an many hare been led throuyh the 
tame eource,for I myedf think it a delueion and a twin- 
dlr. of a very 6>»d kiwi. '

In answrr to this I must inform you that the only 
gain we an« doing this work for is the lovo of mankind, 
and the gain of their souls to a knowledge of the truth 
which has been hid from them so long. So far from a 
financial gain is it that it has cost us pounds of money 
and hours of laliour to disseminate this glorious truth of 
a future existence, and of the communication at departed 
friends together with the task of ««nlightening the minds 
of our fellow creatures, from the errors and falsities they 
have lielieved in so long. You may form some idea of 
our self-sacrifice when wo tell you that but for our 
adherence to this cause, knowing we had a work to do 
hen«, we would have lieen home with you long ago, but 
no, it is our intention to leave the world a little lictter 
than we found it, by striving to do the work allotted to 
us, n work which if done properly will bring its own 
n-wanl xm sun« as the sower of good s««ed sown in g«xxl 
soil will lie rewarded by the growth of the lieautiful 
flowers. lnsU«ad of leading others astray we are trying 
to lead them into the right path, and point out to them 
the road leading upward and onwanl from the aliode of 
evil to the Itotne of goodness; from the haunts of vice 
and infamy, to the temples of purity and Love; from 
error and falsity, to truth and light ; from slavery to 
freedom ; from the low lands of orthodox theology to the 
mountain top of free-thought ; from the rush light of 
obscured truth to the daxzlmg Irilliancy of the s|*intual  
electric light, which olrctrifim all the world with the 
truth it conveys to the individual mind, accomplishing a 
million times more than the so-called Christian religion 
doex, as it holds out to the propio something tangible to 
grasp at ami not a shadow, and teaches them that they 
must live a pure and upright life if they wish to pro­
gress liryond their present state. As reganls your 
imputation that it (Spiritualism) is a swindle ami a 
delusion, nothing was ever further from the truth. What 
an immense numlier of peojde must have Iwen deluded all 
over tlie world, and what a numlier of respectable 
families must Ik composed of none but arrant knavea, 
swindlers and rogues, men and women of known integ­
rity and honesty, virtue and innocence, must according 
to your theory 1« the blackest of scoundrels Some of 
the most learned and scientific men of the day, who at 
first ridiculed as you do the phenomena, and tried to 
explain it away by all the theories they could concoct, 
men who stand on the highest pinnacle of science, all 
these must have been deluded, in many cases it must 
have lieen by their own children, pcrluips their own 
beautiful innocent daughter who had never told her 
parents a lie in her life—swindled in the privacy of 
their own families, without any paid or professional 
medium in the house, According to your hypothesis, such 
as Wm. Howitt, Mary Howitt, S. C. Hall, the late Mrs. 
8. C. Hall, Prof. Wm. Denton, Prof. Mapes, Prof. Harr, 
Wm. Crookes, Alfred Russell Wallace, Prof. Zollner, and 
a boat of other intelligent and eminent men and 
women who were convinced ayaiwt their men will by the 
impregnable array of evidence brought before them. Ami

have they gained anything by it except the truth f No,, 
financially a number have been ruined in a material 
sense, but have grown immensely rich in a spiritual 
sense ; others have had the cold shoulder shown them, 
men whose word would Is taken as immense value upon 
any other subject but this one so much calumnied.

Every new invention that is now a blessing to the 
world was at its birth cried down, cursed and trampled 
on, was said to be diabolical and of Satanic origin, a 
delusion, a sham, and the inventor possessed of the 
Devil, was persecuted sometimes even to death for 
giving to the world what afterwards proved to Imj the 
greatest boon of the time.

When phrenology Was first given to the world it was 
received with derision and ridicule, and in 1815 George 
Cooinlie, Dr. Gall and others were unmercifully persecu­
ted for their pains in trying to enlighten their fellow 
creatures. Yet phrenology has now Ix-como an acknow- 
ledgerl science and is so well established that the 
pulpit has ceased crying that it is immoral and an enemy 
to religion. When Henry Bell brought out his first steam­
boat in 1812, tens of thousands who heard of it would 
not believe it, and said it was impossible ¿even when it 
was running regularly on the Thames, thousands would 
not believe it. When street lighting by gas was first 
introduced, the introducers wen« abused, yet who would 
now lie without that * devilish gas-light ” as it was 
called and cried down but half a century ago. When 
Ronalds and Wheatstone first announced the Electric 
Telegraph, scientific men treated the announcement as 
“ a capital joke." Thomas Gray, when he first issued 
his pamphlet on Railroads, was ordered to Im 
«hut up as a madman. Knowing that these eminent 
benefactors of mankind were denounced in pulpits as 
fatalists, infidels and atheists, that the motion of Bell's 
steamboat was disputed by those who saw it move ; that 
the introduction of gas was opposed throughout the 
length and breadth of the land ; that the El«*ctric  Tele­
graph was refused by the Lords of the Admiralty ; and 
that Thomas Gray, after having enriched thousands, was 
suffered to die a beggar. Knowing that all these impor­
tant discoveries were condemned, had their struggles, yet 
triumphed, it is no wonder that spiritualism should lie so 
oppowd and scoffed at by uninquiring prejudiced minds ; 
its struggles are hard, l»ut its triumphs will be glorious. 
The persecution of science shows an example of the 
power of prejudice on the human mind. The pdlpit has 
been the first in all ages tn brand the world’s reformers 
with the name Materialist, Infidel, Atheist, kc. Calling 
people odious names and blasting men's characters may 
be fashionable in pulpits, but it is as unchristian as it is 
illil»eral anil unmanly. Milton says—“Let Trothand 
Falsehood grapple, who ever knew truth put to th« worse 
in a free and open Encounter T”

Again in your letter you say " / think that yon your- 
telren mws/ have been deluded by the eame trick, I think 

w nolhiny but a farce anti a enare to entrap the weak- 
minded and thoee eanily led. ” Now that is not very 
complimentary to us. I did not know we were so very 
weak-minded and so very easily led as you infer. I do not 
think our life in this part of the world and our exper­
ience among so many phases of human nature, has ten­
ded to make us weak-minded and foolish, rather has 
it sharpened our wits, and put an extra tension on the 
strength of our minds, and added to our wisdom know­
ledge that we should never have gained had we not left 
our paternal homestead to do battle with the world. I 
flatter myself that I have a fair amount of^common 
sense and reason which I always use to the best advan­
tage, and strongly object to others reasoning for me while 
I have brains of my own. Some people prefer paying 
other persons to think for them, the same as they pay 
the washerwoman to wash for them ; there are others who 
prefer to exercise their own reasoning powers upon 
subjects which call for individual investigation. I am 
one of those. Then you do not say what trick it is that 
we have been deluded by ; we did not engago a professional 
conjuror, nor get a professional medium, for there is 
neither of those to be obtained here, I wish there was the 
latter. We investigated the subject in our own house, 
with our own family and a few intimate friends, when 
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we received every proof of communication that we 
required, were day and night in converse with spirits ; 
they were both seen heard and felt A young man 
lived with us for months who developed as a medium in 
the circle, and who gave us innumerable test*  and testi­
monies. He wm used for numerous puq>oaea ; phenomena 
occurred through him under conditions that rendered 
trick, fraud, or delusion absolutely impossible. I have 
had the phenomena of raps and knocks occur in his 
presence in the open street on the hard pavement I 
have had phenomena through his mediumship when we 
have been together in the Turkish bath, when he was 
without clothing and trickery an impossibility. Numer­
ous remarkable incidents could I record to you but you 
would not believe, so I merely say investigate and find 
the truth for yourself. This subject must be studied the 
same as other sciences, and 1 claim that those who have 
studied the subject carefully and scientifically, know more 
aliout the subject and are certainly better able to judge 
■know any tiling concerning it, and yet are presumptuous 
of it*  truth than those who neither know nor want to 
enought to give a verdict. If I make the subject of 
electricity an especial study, I consider I am lietter able 
to pass an opinion upon it, than you who know nothing 
aliout it. You tell us in your letter to “ be men and look 
tn a nobler caiue than thie,Jor it will all end in »moke 
and come to nauyhl. " Never do we wish to champion a 
nobler cause ; could anything be nobler than to fight for 
truth against error and falsity, and the elevation of our 
fellow creatupes the noblest work man can do. Remem­
ber my words than in some future time, our earthly Father 
will thank God that he had sons who have helped for­
ward the cause of truth against all opposition ; that he 
had sons who have striven to do their duty to their 
fellow men while on earth who have tried to make the 
world a little better than they found it, and who, when 
passed to the other side, will have left it a little 
lietter for having lived in it. By adding their mite of 
strength to the power which is bursting asunder the 
shackles and breaking the chains which bind down the 
soul of man to earth, and to destroy the Ismrr ob­
structing man's freedom of thought, that barrier which 
says—Thus far shalt thou go and no farther, but the 
removal of which barrier shall reveal to man that he is 
destined to go on forever and not lie stopped by any 
prescribed limits. As regards it ending in smoke, ano­
ther fifty years will see the philosophy of spiritualism 
the religion of the enlightened world. You say that 
many spiritualist*  are immoral, dishonest, and given to 
wrong doing. You must not think that*  all so-called 
spiritualist*  are perfect any more than a great many who 
dub themselves Christians. You know, or ought to know, 
what a great amount of crime is jierpetrated under the 
cloak of Christianity, are all who call themselves chris-
tians good and honest! Are there not tome of the great*-  'Saturday morning found us ready fur action io a simply
eat scoundrels that ever lived, thought to lie samples 
of Christianity T You know it is so, amongst a 
popular religion this is not noticed, but among an un­
popular religion such as spiritualism, how soon they 
make much of anything wrong done by some of its 
adherents, and how adverse its opponents are to sjieak 
anything good that is accomplished ; the press, as a rule, 
is glad to get hold of anything that will injure the move­
ment, but they take every precaution to suppress any­
thing that is likely to do the cause good. The press, 
with a few rare and worthy exceptions is ruled by t. d 
and seldom by truth and justice ; were the public to come 
over to us to-morrow the press would be found in its 
praise of our glorious truths. Spiritualists are just 
as willing to expose and punish wrong-doing as their 
opponents, a person could not find a worse place to do a 
wrong action than among spiritualists. It never fails to 
make a man better and teaches him to avoid evil of all 
kinds. For myself I can say that since I have arrived 
at this truth, it has made me lietter body and soul. 1 am 
infinitely better physically and intellectually, it has 
caused me to lose all taste and inclination for intoxica­
ting liquors, and tobacco (of which I used to lie a 
votary,! I despise for what it is, a noxious, poisonous, 
demoralising stimulant, an universal evil. It teaches us 
to live a pure life as we hope for pure happiness here-

after, it trachea us that v¡carious atonement is a sham, 
and that all sins dooe in the body must be expiated by 
us individually, and that our progrreMon depends upon 
the character of our life on thia earth, responds to the 
cry for ** more light,” and aatishra the longings of our 
souls, after the dogmas of orthodox Christianity have 
failed, after they have been weighed tn the balance and 
found wanting

Humanity has now arrived at that stage when some, 
thing tangible is required in the place of a shadow, th» 
is now being given; when the world is ripe for anything 
new in advance of the old ideas it is given, mankind » 
now crying aloud “ Shall 1 live again, ” and a hand 
grasju his from beyond the veil, and a vote*  is hcanl to 
say *'  man lives for ever. "—Your» Ac.,

GEO. SMITH.

SIGNOR OTTO HUG.
Signor Hug, who practiced in Melbourne last year as 

a medical clairvoyant, lias settled in Christchurch, N.Z, 
where he has established a large practice' and is attrac- 
ding considerable attention by his sucows. Hr ha*  
recently Issen interviewed by a special reporter of the 
“Star” who l>eing somewhat impressed by what took 
place at Mr. Hug's Public Healings determined to test 
him privately. We extract the following from his report 
which apjivars in the Christchurch “ Star " of Fr»«ru*ry  
6th, amply proving the genuineness of Mr. Hug's clair­
voyant powers :—“ It was, therefore, in no spirit of an*  
tagonisin to the doctor, nor yet with any idea of showing 
him off triumphantly, but simply as an umpire, that a 
further Uwt wa*  determined on. A medicad man of high 
standing promised to provide me with a patient potuexMed 
of a real definite disease, or may lw two ; one who should 
by no possibility be known to the clairvoyant, and whom 
I could without appointment conduct to his house and 
say, “ There, doctor, do your worst on that man. What 
is the matter with him f ” Before the friendly Ml' hail 
time to carry out his intention, an op|<nrtumty equally 
perfect came to hand A medical gentleman lately 
arrived in this city, and who though apparently in very 
tolerable health was yet the unhappy possessor of a very 
small and unmistakable collection of specific diseases 
kindly offered to go with me as a test case. Upon Fri­
day last wo called upon Dr. Hug, who was evidently 
indisposed. He had suffered, so he said, from a severe 
fit, and had remained a long time unconscious, but 
declared his readiness to take us next morning. (I had 
simply introduced my friend as a gentleman wishing to 
have pAxtf of his marvellous powers, and said nothing 
alx)jiL>nis profession, as I wanted skilled opinion as to 
tjiereality of trance into which the doctor forces himself.) 
y •. •, • •• 
critical manner. Dr. Hug appeared still nervous anil 
ailing, and we represented that, as this was to be a clear 
test case, a postponement had lietter take place. He, 
however agreed to proceed, and my medical /riend having 
written down his principal ailment*  as diagnosed by 
others of the faculty, upon a piece of paper,' folded this 
up and handed it to me.
* For a long time the clairvoyant sat motionless, his 

hand clasping the critical doctor’^ At length, when I 
liegan to fear the experiment was aliout to fail, the same 
symptoms of nervous excitement and physical sullen ng 
observed at the first visit liegan to repeat thrtnsdvos in 
nn intensified form, and at last, after some five or six 
minutes of what appeared to 1« a struggle, the clairvoy*  
ant liegan his diagnosis. Our feelings may I# judged 
when he entered into a deliberate, full, correct, and 
detailed account of the state of my friend's ailments. 
Not only were those set down on the paper gone into, 
but others were mentioned of which I bail not been made 
aware by the careful medico, who thought I should sup­
pose him one mass of disease if he filled up the catalogue. 
The description of the state of some organs was given 
with the minuteness that would I*  expected if the body 
were laid out upon a dissecting talde ; evidently astonish- 
ing, by their accuracy, the medical man, who had quickly 
discovered that Signor Hug lias never enjoyed (nor does 
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he prof»-**  tn have done so) a l^gular medical education. 
The examination concluded, and the medical gentleman 
having declared the diagnosis licyond all doubt correct, 
nothing remained but to reveal the honest deception 
practiced upon him to the clairvoyant, and own him 
successful. But it won some time liefore we could do 
so. Ho leant l<ack in his chair, and almost every trace 
of colour had lied from his complexion, usually a florid 
and healthy one. He seemed to be in a " dead faint, ” 
and was evidently suffering from severo nervous pros­
tration. After some live or ten minutes, during which 
the doctor sighed for some ammonia, and I began to 
regret having attempted the test, the Signor came to 
himself. We left him with a few words of earnest 
admonition from my colleague as a physician of long 
standing, to be exceedingly careful of over doing such 
terribly exhausting practices.

In conclusion, let me say that I attempt no explana­
tion of the matter. As will lie Been, every possible pre­
caution was taken to guard against the slightest chance 
of deception. The willing testimony in the first instance 
of half-frightened women, and of men whose minds had 
evidently received no great amount of training in 
accuracy of olwervation, was not accepted as conclusive 
for the decision of the Janus-minded umpire, who ob­
tained the very l>est means at his disposal to obtain a 
fair trial for loth sides. The only conclusion at which 
he can arrive, having assured himself of the practical 
impoasiliility of d<*c<*ption,  is to declare it new evidence 
that there are still more things unexplaiiud and not 
properly investigated in the world than are dreamt of in 
the philosophy of the general public. 

MELBOURNE PROGRESSIVE LYCEUM.

A highly successful “ Exhibition Session " of the above 
Lyceum was held in the large Temperance Hall on Friday 
Fcliruary 23rd with the object« of bringing the institution 
more prominently before the public, affording an enter­
tainment to its members, and augmenting its funds. 
The Lyceum assembled at 7.30, and at H p m., having 
sung an o|>ening song, Mr. Terry, the conductor, briefly- 
explained the Lyceum system, the salient features of 
which he said would be illustrated that evening, pointing 
out that whilst the system embraced the physical, intel­
lectual and moral development of the children, that it had 
an ethical hisis, seeking to educo all that was good in*the  
young mind, preserving at the same time its individual­
ity. The Lyceum then went through a series of appro­
priate Golden Chain recitations, followed by musical 
calisthenics and singing, all excellently done, and at their 
conclusion the curtain rose on the first acene of a little 
moral drama entitled “The Secret of Happiness," per­
formed by memliers of the Lyceum, the moral being that 
true hap|>inc*s  was only attainalje by doing good and 
endeavouring to make others happy. This piece was 
well acted by the various characters, anti a handsome 
drawing room suite kindly lent by Mr. Johnston added 
materially to the effect. After a short interlude filled by 
a Spanish dance by two sisters, the second piece entitled 
“The Home of the Fairies,” a pretty operetta in whi|-h 
some twenty memliers of the Lyceum took part, was very 
creditably performed, the dresses )>eing very pretty, and 
the acting and singing of the Fairy Queens and their 
attendants exciting very favourable comments. An 
amusing farce by two young gentlemen members brought 
the stage business to a close, and Mr. Johnston taking 
the platform directed« series of ornamental marching, in 
which the whole Lyceum to a number of nearly 200 took 
port, the pretty dresses of the Fairies interspersed among 
them having a very pleasing effect. This concluded the 
session and the visitors dispersed apparently much 
pleased wAh the exhibition, the Lyceum oflicera and 
friends staying to take part in a short quadrille party, 
which broke up soon after.

On Sunday last the final meeting of the Summer 
Session was held in the Horticultural Hall, there being a 
full Lyceum and large attendance of visitors. After the 
preliminary exercises and recitations, prizes for the ses­
sion were awarded, the first prizes, (two engraved silver

medals presented by Mr. J. B. Harrison), for the boy and 
girl who attained the highest number of marks from all 
sources during the session were awarded to Master M. 
Martin, (Sea Group), and Miss M. Stewart, (Banner 
Group). Book prizes for recitations and answers to 
questions were awarded to Master W. Milligan and Miss 
L. Stewart, and for attendance and attention to group 
duties to Fannie Flynn, Nettie Stone, Florence Moore, 
Maude Bamford, L. and M. Wallace, and Miss Wil­
liams.

Mr. Terry, (the retiring conductor) then addressed the 
Lyceum, referring to his long connection with the insti­
tution since its establishment twelve years since, during 
which time he had only been six months out of the office, 
he said that the pressure of mental work and the necessi- 
ties of his health demanded that he should not take fur­
ther office in thj*  Lyceum. He had come forward on the 
last occasion to prevent the introduction of an element 
which ho believed to lx*  discordant with the principles of 
the Lyceum, and calculated to lead to its disentegration ; 
in that ho hail succeeded and with tho help of a somewhat 
imperfect staff had carried through the session success­
fully. Though withdrawing from official duty in the 
Lyceum, his sympathies would always Im with it, and he 
would be seen amongst them taking an active interest in 
their proceedings, and working occasionally with them. 
He urged those memliers who had worked through to the 
higher groups to take office in the lower ones and help 
others over the same ground. The young folk should 
remember that the officers gave their time, energies and 
money, to help in their advancement in knowledge and 
goodness, and they should endeavour to co-operate with 
them by fulfilling their group duties cheerfully, not for 
the prospect of reward which was but an incident, but 
from a highor motive, the moral sense of right. He had 
been informed that the Lyceum would have to leave that 
hall in a month, this would 1« looked at by some as a 
calamity, but if all did their duty it might l>e an advan­
tage. Let the members and friends put their shoulders 
to the wheel, everyone doing their part to increase the 
strength of the Lyceum and augment its funds, and they, 
would be able to fill one of the largest halls in Melbourne.

Mr. O. Johnston, the conductor elect, expressed on 
liehalf of the Lyceum their appreciation of the work Mr. 
Terry had done for that institution, and their regret at 
his withdrawal from active duty; he moved a vote of 
thanks which was carried by acclainmation and the session 
was shortly after brought to a close.

The following are the officers for the ensuing session 
commencing Sunday next

Conductor—Mr. C. Johnston.
VIce-Conductor—(not appointed yet).

Guardians—Mr. J. G. Hoogklimmer, Miss Brotherton, 
Mr. J. Vsevers.

TREAitar.R-Mr. Henshaw. | Secretar v-Mr. R. Bamford. 
Librarian—Master G. Johnston.
Watchman—Mr. Wallace.

Leaders—Messrs. Rutherford, Spriggs, Adams, Vcness, 
Veevcrs, W. H. Terry, junr.; Mrs. Boxall; Misses 

Stone, Bamford, Paton, and E. King.

The London Reftrrt says :—‘* Professor Baldwin and 
Clara—his wife, sister, daughter, aunt, grandmother, or 
mother-in-law—I am not in a position to state which— 
proposed last week to enter upon a season at St. James's 
Hall as “ exposers of spiritualism. " Their fame, unfor­
tunately for themselves, had not extended from America 
—when*  they have I teen engaged in the exposing trade— 
to this side of the big pond, and the public did not rush 
to give them welcome. After one or two exposures to 
the attendants and a friendly few they put up the shut­
ters, and have, I presume, gone elsewhere to seek 
appreciation and support. As, according to the Pro­
fessor's circulars, the Press has announced him as a 
humourist, the equal of Mark Twain and Artemus Ward, 
the London public have evidently allowed a great treat 
to pass by unheeded, and should forthwith repent in 
sackcloth and cinders. w
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MR8 E L WATSON.

Tub Sunday evening lecture« delivered during the past 
month at the Bijou Theatre by the aliove talented 
speaker, have been listened to by large and appreciative 
audiences ; we publish one in another part of this paper 
On the 18th ult., Mrs. Watson invited written questions 
pertaining to any of her previous lectures, and in response 
upwards of one hundred were handed in ; quite a number 
of them were answered, some of them fully anil to the evi­
dent satisfaction of the audience. They have been reported, 
and some of them will be published as space permits 
On account of the spirit of enquiry manifested on this 
occasion, next Sunday evening will be appropriated to 
answering further questions.

It is to be regretted that home-calls necessitate Mrs 
Watson's return to San Francisco by the next mail. 
She will, therefore, only Iw aLle to give three more 
Sunday lectures before her departure. Arrangements 
have not yet been completed for any speaker to follow 
her, and it is possible there will be an interregnum in 
the Sunday services of the Association.

HERR ALBERT WEBER.

It was announced in tho daily papers that the above 
Spiritualist had passed on to the higher life on the 
morning of the 7th mat. (Feb.), after a painful illness of 
more than two years, during which time, as for many yean 
previously, he was a firm lieliever in the philosophy of 
Modern Spiritualism, and frequently was ¡»osseioed of 
extraordinary clairvoyant powers, both seeing and hold­
ing communion with the departed. *

His earthly remains, placed in a white coffin, on which 
rested a beautiful floral wreath, were conveyed to the 
Buoroondara cemetery, and followed by a numlier of 
friends in mourning coaches and other vehicles. Mr. 8. 
R. Clark, of Brunswick and Mr. Isaac Howley read 
the beautiful service from the “Lycetto Guide" at the 
grave, and at the part “ Good night, Brother, we shall 
meet again in the Morning," cast upon the coffin the 
immortelles worn by each of the friends on this occasion.

The constant care and unremitting watching by his 
loving and faithful partner, Mrs. Weber, for so long a 
period, necessitated the almndoning for the time of her 
practice as a medical diagnosis medium, which it is 
hoped she may now again take up and follow as success­
fully as before the trying ordeal throngh which by the 
aid of the good angels she has just pass«*d.

The old saying “ let the dead Ast, ” when it refers to 
speaking ill of them, has more meaning than is generally/ 
supposed. A spirit once reproached the writer fop 
thinking unkindly of him ; remarking that the unplyasmit 
thought was as plainly perceived and ns painfjil/to him 
ax unkind words are to those in earth life.

In the report of a trial for the murder of a Mr Butter 
Bryan, which took place in Wexford in 1844, it is stated 
that one of the witnesses, Judith Reilly, swore in reply 
to some questions by the Judge tliat she had frequently 
seen the deceased's ghost

A Home paper, 7*Ac  n>r/*<»r<Z  Indfpnulnd, writes:— 
•• When the Ttnes stated a few weeks ago “on authority " 
that Sir Garnet Wolsley had struck his finger on the map 
predicting tho very place and the day in which he should 
scatter the Egyptian Army, this was regarded as a bit of 
newspaper tag. But it now turns out to be literally true. 
Lord Northbrook a few days ago at Liverpool told his 
audience that, so far from being an invention, he was 
present at the time, and can bear witness to its truth. "

MRS. H. WALLACE regrets to inform her friends 
while thanking them for their invitations, which she 
would much like to accept, tliat her state of health at 
present prevents her doing so, but she hopes to return 
to Melbourne at some future time.

Catalogue of Books on Spiritualism,
(Cmb/wssJ from Utt month )

IMPOBTBD AND OX BALB BT 
W. H. TERRY, 

M XCSSELL STRKBT, MELBOUXXE.

Hit Lecture» (Inspirational). Mrs. Cora Richmxi i la,
Frwmsai.nry analysed by tytntsahe« , Cooditioae for 

securing free communication with tbe »pinuworld, fielifMS 
of Spiritualim> m compared with Andes« Brhgxm. BVidsaeas 
of the Tors of Gad ; Transsuuo of Hoato; Sphere of 
WiMkxn.

Spiritual Pilgrim, The. A Biography of J M. Pscbfoa 7a Ad. 
Interesting narratives of the visits of this eminent spirit*  

ualistic lecturer to China, India, Arabia, Bgypt. Palestine. 
Turkey, Greece. Italy, an ) Australia with sccount» of sraneve 
by the way. and much information coocrrning Spiritual «■ 
in its woe Id-wide aspecta

Spiritual Oommunicatinoa Edited by Recry Biddle. A.M, 
Superintendent of Schools, New York City. 7s. Ad.

Detailing in extenso the experiences in rhe family circle 
which led to the author's publicly avowing himself s 
Spiritualist

Spiritual Manifestations By Rev Chari« fUceher. 7a Ad.
Abounding in calculations, facta and propbecMB interesting 

to all Spiritualista
Spirit People. By W. H. Harrison. la 3d.

A scientifically accurate description of manifestations 
recently produced by spirlta and simpllannously witnessed 
Sr the author and other observers, the author having »pent 

gbt years in the coutinooaa investigation <4 the subject
Bolar and Spiritual Light and other Lectures. Mm Cora Tappan 

Richmond. >1.
Also, Mediums and Mediumship. Spiritual Solvents. The 

Outlook tor Freedom. and History uf Occultism.
8plritoelle;or, Directions in Development. By Abbs Ferree. M. 

The distinguished authoress. Mrs. Southworth, says of this 
little work, ** It is good, full uf light and lifa Few ar« so 
happy, wise, and good, that they may not become happier, 
wiser, and better by its perusal.

Spiritual Spheres. Foor Lector«» through trance mediumship -it 
Mrs. Cora Richmond. M.

Sphere of Helf, Sphere of Beneficence, Sphere of Lore and 
Wialum, Review of Spiritual Spheres.

SriBJT IdbnTITT. By M. A. (Oxon). Sa. Ad
A scries of valuable contributions to the discussion of the*  

all-important question of the identity of the communicating 
intelligence«, and the difficulties cocoreted therewith, 
references to sub-human spirits and the liberated spirit of 
the psychic, personal experiences, and some caass affording 
conclusive evidences of spirit-return and identity.

SptMlTUALtSM as A Nbw Basis or Bblibf. By Jno. N. Farmer. 
3a. A>l. 

One of the best books of recent publication, in which the 
author aims at «hewing that bptntaalism is the handmaid 
both of science and religion, standing mvlwty between the 
two. giving to the one a scientific basis for the divine things 
of old, and restoring to the other the mueb-ncedod evidence 
of its faith in the continuity of life, its «election by the 
former, and the fear with which it is regarded by the latter, 
being alike void of reason; with twenty-one popular errors 
and objections explained sod answered.

Spirits Book, by Allan Kanlec. 7a Ad.
Containing the teachings of spirits on the Immortality of 

the Soul, the nature of Spirits, sad their relations with men, 
the moral law, the present life, the future life, and the 
destiny of the human race.

Spiritualism as a Science, and Spiritualism as a Religion. 34 
Spiritualism; its causes and effects. By Ban« Dirckinck, 

Holmfeid fid.
Spiritualism and Insanity. By Dr. CrowelL 3d.

A valuable little compilation, furnishing accurate statistica, 
obtained by direct inquiry from the superintendents of fifty­
eight mylnmi in the United States, pf the number of patients 
whose insanity was attributed to Spiritualism, being an over­
whelming exposure of the falsehood of lbw statements of Dr. 
Forbes Winslow and Rev. Dr. Talmage on tbe point

Spirit World. The; its Inhabitants, Nature, and Philosophy. 
By Bugvme Crowell. M.D. Ac 3d.

Spirit-World. The; Locality and Conditions Ry tbe Spirit of 
Judge Edmonds Is.

Symbol Series of Three Lectures Mix Tappan. Al.
Symbol of the letter M ; symbol of the Cross ; symbol of 

the Trinity.
Spirit Manifestations of Ancient and Modern Times Compared. 

By J -wpb Beals W.
Spiritual Philosophy. la Ad.

Wise words from an exalted spirit intelligence known, 
when on earth, as Swedenborg; also, practical teaching from 
an ascended Pastor.

Spiritualism Vindicated, and Clerical Slanders Refuted. Mrs 
Britten. 3d.

A powerful and eloquent lecture, delivered, in answer to 
the misrepresenlationsof a Christian minister, to an audience 
numbering 1800, in Dunedin, N.Z.

Spiritualism, is It a aavage Superstition .’ By tbe same. AL 
An equally brilliant and cauatic lecture, delivered in 

Melbourne, in response to newspaper misreprcsentaliunx
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Spiritualism in ths Bibls compared with Modern Spiritualism 
By F. J. Theobald. 3d.

Spiritualism ; its probable effect upon Jcial, moral, and
religious condition of society. Two ensaya by Anna 
Blackwell and 0. F. Greene. Ia 3d.

Spiritual Ethics. Id-
Scientific Materialism Calmly Considered. A reply to Tyndall's 

Belfast sddrasa. By Dr. Sexton. la Id.
Scientific Basis of Belief in a Future Life. By J. Page Hopp*.

la 3d.
The witness borne by modem science to the reality and 

pre-eminence of tbe unseen uoiverse.
Strange Visitor*.  By a Clairvoyant. Ta fid.

A series of original papers embracing philosophy, science, 
government, religion, poetry, art, fiction, satire, humor, 
narrative, and prophecy, by the spirits of Irving, Willis, 
Thacker*/.  Byron, Bronte. Richter. Wesley, Humboldt, and 
other*

Spiritual Reasoner. Dr. Lewia fa fid.
A record of Spiritual manifestations and communications 

thirty year*  since.
Spiritual Song», and Songs of Life. By 8. W. Tucker (with 

music). la
Spiritualism Vindicated. By J. Tyerman. la
Scientific View of Modem Spiritualism. By T. Grant 6*i

An excellent pamphlet, briefly reviewing modem spirit­
ualism from its initial starting-point, and giving a classifica­
tion, with short description of each, of the twenty-four 
different phases of mediumship

Spirit Mediums and Conjurera By Dr. Sextoo. 3d.
Exposing thoroughly the differences between genuine 

mediumistic phenomena, and tbe miserable imitations palmed 
off by conjurers upon a credulous public under totally different

Spiritualism, tbe Bible, and Tabernacle Preachers. 3d
A scathing review by James Buras of a sermon on spirit­

ualism by the Rev. De Witt Talmage.
Spiritualism ; its advantages to the present and future life 

Inspirational discourse. By Mr». Tappan. 3d.
Spiritual Astronomy; or, Our Solar System from a Spiritual 

Hland-point. fid.
Spirit Drawing*  A personal narrative; by W. M. Wilkinson.

1* fid. 
Spiritualism, and Religious and Social Liberty. By Susan K. 

Gay. 3d.
Spiritualism. By P. P. Alexander, M A. 2a fid.

Experiences with the medium D. D. Home, and considera­
tion*  tberaon, with a discusion of Hume'*  argument.

Spiritual Dynamics ; or, Theosophy and the Higher Life. By 
Dr. Geo. Wyld. 3*.

Man a» a spirit, the divine and miraculous man. tbe use of 
anmstbeic* in demonstrating tbe existence of the soul, Ac. 

Spiritual Manifestations By Adin lUIhm. 4».
An exposition of views respecting tbe principal facta, 

causea, and peculiarities involved in spirit manilentalioms, 
with interesting phenomenal statement» and communication« 
(IU3).

Spirits before our Eyes. By W. H. Harrison. fia.
A compact mam of authenticated facta in relation to the 

apparition» of the living and tbe dying, and alter-death 
apparitions.

Soul, The ; «nd how it found me. By E. Maitland. 8s. fid.
Spiritualism. By J. H Powell. 2*  «J

Per»onaJ experience*  and sceptical doubts, the supernatural 
in Scripture, theology, science, mediumship, various theories, 
dreams, haunting*,  apparitions, with facsimiles of spirit­
writing.

Supermundane Facta in the Life of tbe Bev. Jeme Babeo« k 
Ferguson, A.M„ LL.D, including 20 years observation <4 
preternatural phenomena. vol. of 264 pps. 4*

Startling Facta in Modern Spiritualism. By N. B. Wolfe, M.D.
A record of extraordinary mental and physical phedim« t.a. 

witnessed by tbe author, for which a supermundane origin is 
claimed. A journal of bis experience» for twenty-five year», 
including tbe spirit-rap, spini-writing, direct-voice, malen- 
alixatioa. Ac. 10 pp*.  illustrated.

Spiritual Teacher and Songster. By J. M. Peebles. Vd.
Spiritualism and Spirit Magnetism ; their Verity, Practicability.

Condition», and Laws 3«.
Spiritual Philosophy versa*  Diabolism. Two Lectures by Mr» 

Maria M. King. 1*  3d.
Southerner, A, among the Spirits. A record of investigation*  

into the Spiritual Phenomena. By Mrs. Mary D. Shindler.
6».

Reading of sealed letter», trance-speaking, photographs, 
flower-mediumship, Indian splnta, Ac., Ac.

Spiritualism. By Judge Edmond*  and Dr. Dexter. 2 voto.
This rare and valuable work, by one of the ablest, must 

acute, and thorough of tbe early piooeera of Spiritualism in 
America—J. W. Edmonds, Judge of the Supreme Court of 
New York—to filled with matter interesting to spiritualist*,  
philosophical communications from Swedenborg, Bacon, and 
other*,  clairvoyant visions of tbe various phases of spirit-life, 
Ac, Ac. (I«t>g out of print). 40s

Spirit-Life of iheodore Parker; narrated by himself through the 
mediumship of Elisabeth Ramsdell. pa. Is. fid, clo. 2s.

Soul, The. By Babw Peary Chand Mittra. <4 Calcutta. 2*
The work of a Hindoo gentleman, tbe result of many years 

•pinteal study, with directions as to the development of 
mediumtolic power, the practice of Yoga, Ac.

Stray Thought*  oo Spiritualism. By the tame. . Is.
Spiritual Stray Leave*  By tbe same ?..

A deeply interesting pamphlet of SOO pps, comprising the 
Psychology of the Aryss, and of tbe Bnmlhista, the spiritual 
state, a>ul rerelations, progression of the eoul, “Avedi." a 
charming spiritual talc, culture of Hindu females in ancient 
times, with valuable information respecting the Hindus, 
socially and religiously.

Tipping hie Table*  By Allen Putnam. la 3d.
A keen and humorous criticism of the Bev. J. Gregory's 

•*  Exrxxo'' of Spiritualism.**
Tracts on Spiritualism. By Judge Edmonds. 3*  9d., pa Sa Cd. 

A series of thirteen, treating ia tbe dear, logical, and 
vigorous style which distinguished the author of the 
"Certainties and Uncertainties of Spiritual Intercourse," 
"Intercourse with Spirits of tbe Living," “Speaking in Many 
Tongues," ** False Prophesying," ** Instances of Spirit Com­
munion." " Messages from Washington," and kindred topica 

Tbansckndkntai. Phtbicm. By Professor Z diner.
First English edition, clo., red edged,
American edition ... ... 7*  fid., large type, 12*  fil.
Cheap English edition M la Cd.

One of tbe meet celebrated works on the scientific aspect 
of Spiritualism, being experimental investigations carried on 
through tbe mediumship of Henry Slade with startling 
success, <*>  lines pre-arranged by Professor Zoliner, and 
other eminent scientists of Germany, a consideration of tbe 
phenomena in their bearing upon Gauss’s and Kant's theory 
of spar«*,  extraordinary phenomena of a spontanea« 
character, and much other valuable and suggestive matter. 
II illostrationa

Twelve Messages from the Spirit of John Quincy Adams. Through 
the mediumship of Joseph D. Stiles. 12a fid.

Theodore Parker in Spirit Life. American editioo »>1.
English edition 3d 

A beautiful revelation of the spirit-home, revealing n;auy 
laws of spiritual inleicourse, and making plain and simply 
natural the life that all desire to know about Given through 
tbe mediumship of Dr. F. L. H. Willis, who was expelled 
from Harvard College, in oonsequcnco of his fidelity to hie 
spiritual powers.

Tales of the Sun Raya *1.
A senes of beautiful little tales for children, by tbe spint 

of Hans Christian Anderson, through the mediumship of 
Adelina Baroness von Vay.

Truths of Spiritualism. By E. V. Wilson. 7a 6*1.
Remarkable experiences in many parts of America, tests 

from spirit-life, Ac.
Twenty Yearn on tbe Wing. By John Mu may Spear. I*.

Narrative of travels and labors ns a Missionary sent forth 
and su»Iamed by tbe Association of Benedicts in spirit-land.

The Trapp«l Medium ; or, Two (too) Clever Sceptic«. 84.
A witty illustrated brochure, by Christian Keimfirs, illus­

trating the amar 1 ng catenese and humiliating defeat of 
Professor Molecule. FRS, X.Y.Z, B.LG.AAS., and Dr. 
Protoplastcr, hie assistant.

Views of our Heavenly Home. By A. J. Davis. clo. 3s. IM.
Descriptive of the summer-land*  Illustrated with diagram» 

of celestial objects, and views of different portloot of the 
oelestial borne obtained in the clairvoyaut'stalc. Individual 
occupation. Progress after death. Eating anil breathing In 
spirit-life. Disap|>earaoce of the bodily organs at death. 
Domestic enjoyments and true conjugal unions, Ac, Ac.

Visions of the Beyond; Symbolic Teachings from the Higher 
Life. By a Seer of to-day. Edited by H?rmAu Snow, 

fie. fid.
Glimp«c*  of various phases and circumstances of spirit-life, 

illustrating tbe intimate nearness of tbe spirit-worid, and tbe 
vital relations between the present and the future, as affecting 
human character and destiny in the hereafter.

Voices from tbe Spint-World. By Isaac Poet, medinm. 6*  3d. 
Communications given automatically, through the head of 

the medium, from many spirits, upon a great variety of 
interesting subjects.

Visibility Invisible, and Invisibility Visible. By Mms Chandos 
Leigh-Hunt, neicc of the celebrated Leigh Hunt. la 3d. 

A fascinating spiritual tale, all the events related having 
occurred in real life.

Voices from tbe Spini-Land. A *>4umo  of spintimi poems, 
through Nathan F. White, medium. 3a 6d.

Witchcraft of New England explained by Modem Spiritualism. 
By Alien Putnam. 7a fid.

Witch-Poison and tbe Antidote By J. M Peebles. la M.
A review of the Rev. Dr. Baldwin's sermon on witchcraft, 

spiritism, hell, and the devil.
What ia Spiritualism ? and shall Spiritualista have a Creed t By 

Mrs. Maria M. King. Is 34.
Which I Spiritualism or Christianity ! A friendly correspondence 

between Muses Hull, Spiritualist, and W. F. Parker, Christian. 
3a 9d.

What ia Spiritualism ! By Thoma« Gab*  Forster, • la 3d. 
Woodman's Reply to Dwight on Spiritualism. la 3d.
Why I am a Spiritualist, and Why I am not Orthodoxy. By J. R.

Angeli. 3d.
Why we Live. By Summerdale. fia

Describing the beauties of the future life, its fruitful 
groves, fragrant gardens, green valleys, and crystal walers, 
the bappiucsa of families reunited.



THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT, MARCH 1, 1883 2435

Where are the Dead I or Sptritosliai Kxplaincd. By Y. A.
Bmney. U «4

An sreount of Mtoooding phenomena, afford log positive 
proof that tboae we mourn aa dead are «till alive, and can 
communicate ; that Spiritualism ia eanctioned by Scripture, 
and conaiatent with aoienoa and oommoo aenae, with apeci- 
mens of communications received, extracts from ita liter­
ature. advice to Investigators, and other useful information. 

What of the Dead ’ J. J. Mom. M
What is Dmtb ! A lecture by Hon J. W. Edmonds. id.
Watseka Wonder (The) 6d.

A startling and Instructive Psychological study; a nar­
rative of the leading phenomena occurring in the rase of 
Mary Luraney Vennum ; with comment a by Dr». Buchanan. 
Kayner, and Brittan.

JUST PUBLISHED,

The Evidences of Spiritualism,
BY W. D. C. DENUVAN.

'The largest and best book on the subject ever published 
in the southern hemisphere ; 700 large 8vo. pages, with 

Illustrations. Price 12/

The Mclltoume Ag*  says of this l>ook—"The volume 
is a perfect library in itself, and Mr. Denovan, who 
ilraws largely upon his own experience, should command 
the gratitude and the ¡»atronagc of all who like himself 
have been convinced by what he has seen, heard, and felt”

W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.

JUST RECEIVED FROM CALCUTTA.

HINTS ON ESOTERIC THEOSOPHY.
THE OCCULT BROTHERHOOO.

Second and Enlarged Edition, 131 pages ; Price 1/6

SPIRI i UALI8M AS A NEW BA8I8 OF BELIEF;
BY JOHN S. FARMER.

First Australian edition; 189 large 8vo. pages, hand 
somely bound, 3/d. Postage (Victoria) 9d.

This 1« an excellent intnductory book to the I'biltwophy of 
Bpiritualtan. Kccommcnd«! by Bishop Wilberforce. Ils argu­
ments arc cogent, and ita tone temperate and attractive

94 RUSSELL STREET.

SOUL READING.
Or Psychological Delineation of Character/ 

MRS. A. B. SEVERANCE would respectfully announce 
to the public of Australia that those who will send their 
autograph or lock of hair to her, she will give an accu­
rate description of their leading traits of character and 
peculiarities of disposition; marked change« in past 
and future life; physical disease, with prescription 
therefor ; what business they are l»cst adapt«! to pursue 
in order to Im successful; the physical and mental adap­
tation of those intending marriage; and hints to the 
inharmoniously married.

Address — Mrs. A. B. Severance, Centre Street, 
between Church and Prairie Streets, White Water, 
Walworth Co., Wis., U.S., America.

Ft 10/6
N.B.—No application will receive attention unless 

the fee is sent direct to Mrs. A. B. Severance, or to Mr. 
John Frauenfclder, Wilson Street, Albury, N.8.W.

ANTI-VACCINATION LITERATURE.
An Assortment by Post for Sixpence— 200 Tracts and

Pamphlota, 2/6

PHOTOGRAPHIC PORTRAITS
OF 

SPIRITUALISTIC C8L1BRITI&8.
Twenty well got up Caryb-db- Visits Poaraim of well 
known Medium«, Authors, etc.—Ten Shillings (Past 

free, 3d. extra , intercolonial, M.)
Also Beautiful Photo. Illustbation or Longfxllow’b 

Poem, “ Footsteps of Angela” Price 6d.
W. H. TERRY, M RUSSELL STREET, i

JUST PUBL1S HELL

Spiritualism at the Church Congress,
CXJWT4IXI5G 

Addressee of Canon Wilberforce, Rev. Dr. Thornton, 
and others, admitting the facts of Spiritualism and 
n-com mending investigation, with Notes and Ap|»-ndix, 
including Advice to Investigators, by “ MA." (Ox on.) 

Firs/ Jus/ra/ian jEJi/mm, 40 ptj't, 6d.

W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET. 

NOW READY

The Religion of the Future;

THE HIGHER LAW OF TRUTH ANO RIGHT,
DT

HUGH JUNOR BROWNE
Crown Kvo. Price, 3 cloth ; 2 paper.

Contents.—Religion Viewed in the Light of Reason— 
Bildiolatry—Popular Superstition—Inspiration Natural 
and Continuous—The True Basis of ILdigion—Evidence 
of a Life to Come—The Seen and the Unseen Worlds— 
Life Here and Hereafter—Addenda

Orders for thr above may be sent to the Office of this 
Paper, and Copies will be forwarded immediately on 
publication. Orders also for "Rational Christianity,” 
" The Holy Truth,” and " Delusion aiui Reality : " works 
by the same author, will he attended to.

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION
or

SPIRITUALISTS

BIJOU THEATRE.

MRS. ELIZABETH L. WATSON’S
FAREWELL LECTURES, 

Sunday Evening, Mar. 4th.
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

On account of the large number of Questions which 
time did not admit of her answering on last occasion, 
Mr. Watson will devote this Evening to an«»«ring 
written questions.

Commence at half-past Seven.

CLEAN COPIES of the "Hammngu of Light” 
for August and November, 1882, Repurchased at Six­
pence per copy. Office of this Paper.
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STEWART & GO., Photographers.
217 BOURKE STREET EAST, MELBOURNE.

Gr«a.tly Htalaraed. Four atu<llo

Country Agente s—
Oaetlemaine—Mr. W. H. Newlanda
Sand hurt l—-Mr. Wenborne.
Sydney—Messrs. Turner de Henderson, 16 Hunter St., 

H. Miller, 42 Cleveland Street, Darlington.
Adelaide—George Robertson.
Barnawartha—F. G. Eggleston.
Tasmania (if. W. Coast) W. B. <fc Oswin Button, Leven. 
Hobart Town—
Dunedin, (N.Z)—J. Braithwaite, Arcade.
Invercargill (N.Z)—E. R. Weir, News Agent, Dee-st.
Brilbane—S. Smith k Co., 83 Queen Street. 
Launceston—Hudson Hopwood.

Agents wanted for all parte of the Colony.

THE THE080PHI8T
Icc^ism, embracing Mes- 
sr Sciences.

’Ta H. P. Blavatsky.

A MONTHLY JOURNAL devoted to Oriental Philo­
sophy, Art, Literature, and Occt 
tnerism, Spiritualism, and other '
Published at Madras; conduct

Australian Agent— /
W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET, Melbourne. %

Subscription, 20/ per ann., Postage extra.

p no t o - a r t .
BATCHELDER AND CO.,

PHOTOGRAPHERS AND ARTISTS,
.(Established 1854),

Execute commissions in all styles of Portraiture—Plain, coloured, or Mezzotint—on Moderate Terms. Specimens at address,
-Al COLLIN'S STREET E A-S T ■

M ESM ERISM,
Instruction given in this Science for the Treatment of 
Disease, by a Mesmerist of considerable experience, and 
Operator of many years’ practico. The Therapeutic 
and Phenomenal Application of Mesmerism, just pub­
lished, post free from author, 2/9, or at Mr. Terry’s, 2/6. 
Address: — Dr. Williams, M.A., Odyle House, Punt 

Road, Richmond.—Consultation Free.

At Bijou’s, Victoria Arcade,
NEAR OPERA HOUSE,

Umbrellas

Re-covered

3s. 6d.

Parasols

Re - lined

3s. 6d.
iaT Factory—40 Smith St., near Victoria Parade.

SPIRITUALISTIC i .FREETHOUGHT PAPERS.

The Medium, London (Weekly), 12/6, per annum.
The Banner of Light, the oldest American Spiritualistic and 

Frectbought pa|>er, published weekly. Subscription,22/6 per ann.
The Religio-Philosophical Journal, a first-class American Weekly 

published at Chicago, U.S.A. Subscription, 17/6 per annum.
Shaker Manifesto, monthly, 6d., 5s. per annum.
The Voice of Angels, uninteresting journal Edited by Spirits, 

published fortnightly. 10s. per annum.
The “ Thcosophist,” a monthly journal devoted to Oriental Philo­

sophy, Occultism, Spiritualism, Ac. Published at Madras, 
20/ per annum.

Light for All. A monthly journal, published at San Francisco 
6/- per annum.

Herald of Progress A weekly journal devoted to the Philosophy 
and Teachings of Spiritualism. Published at Newcastle. 10/. 
per annum.

The Vaccination Inquirer. 2s. per annum.
Copies of all the above available for subscription.

PO8TAGE EXTRA.
W. H. Terry, 84 Russell Street.

“THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.”
THE VICTORIAN EXPONENT OF SPIRITUALISM AND

FREE THOUGHT

Subscription, Town, 5/ per annum ; Country, 5/6 
Neighbouring Colonies and Great Britain, 6/ 

Subscriptions date from September to August, and are 
payable in advance.

The “ Harbinger” may be obtained bound, 2 vols. in one, 
— at 12/6

Vols. 11 <k 12 Now Ready.

JUST RECEIVED.

Immortality : Its People, Punishments, and Pursuits, 
with 5 other Trance Addresses ; by J. J. Morse. 1/3.

Esoteric Anthropology, the Science of Human Life’; 
by Dr. Nicholls. 5/6

W. H. TERRY, 84 RUSSELL STREET.

“ LIGHT.”

A Journal devoted to the Highest Interests of 
Humanity, both Here and Hereafter. Published in 
London, weekly. Melbourne Agent, W. H. Terry.

5d. per copy, 17/ per annum, Postage extra.

THE “TELEPHONE,”
A JOURNAL of CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALISM, is 

Published Every Saturday.
Subscription 1/1 per Quarter; 4/4 per Year. 

Office—42 Leichhardt Street, Brisbane.

ROBERT KINGSTON.

Â1 1 »‘1 >T

‘MAKER BT

60 lylgin Htree s, Carlton.
Umbrellas and Parasols re-covered with Silk, Satin Cloth 

Zanilla, and Alpaca.

W. H. TERRY,
Pharmaceutical and Eoleotio Chemist; 

IMPORTER OF AMERICAN, ENGLISH, AND 
INDIAN BOTANIC MEDICINES.

Herbs, Roots, Barks, Seeds, and Flowers; Extracts, 
, Elixirs, and Balsams.

Also, the ORGANIC PREPARATIONS of Messrs. 
B. KgiTH <k Co., of New York ;

Agent for Messrs. Cheney i Myrick, of Boston, U.S. 
An incomplete Exhibit of whose Goods obtained 2nd 

Awatd at the Melb. International Exhibition.

©-MKDICINRS SENT BY POST TO ALL PART8.

Printed by J. C.Stepbvm (late E. Perlon * Co.,) at bit OSloe, IM Bllubetb 
Btrrrl llelbourne for the Proprietor, W. H. Terry, end published hy him at 
84 RuaaeK Street Melbourne-


