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As atraveller journeying into a land of promise pauses
to contemplate the distance traversed and tho difficulties
surmounted, oven so may wo, with our fellow Spiritual,
ists, rest a moment to regard what wo have together
accomplished, hand in hand, on the track to truth and
eternal progress. A twelvemonth has passed since this
journal was commenced with the object of disseminating
a knowledge of Spiritualism, recording its phenomenal
manifestations, and supplying an arena for the expression
of liberated thought.  During this period wo have boon
enabled to note a remarkable advancement aud Bpread
of interest in the great questions involved in Spiritual-
istic belief. Amidst all classes there arises rapidly
around us an awakening desire to examino a creed and
teaching whoso great truths have been thoughtfully re-
cognised by millions among the cultivated minds of
Christendom. Nor is it surprising that, when it once
teaches the knowledge of reflecting and sober intelli-
gence how Spiritualism demonstrates the soul’s immor-
tality, there should awaken in the mind an ardent curi-
osity to investigate the subject. Indeed no adequate
excuse or rational explanation can be offered by those
who refuse to come face to face with the all-importaut
discovery which Spiritualism claims to provo, and cither
confute, or acknowledge, or, at least, patiently and tem-
perately reason upon the evidence. Among the profess-
mgly religious people of the earth there are millions
who hope for eternal life, and millions who believe it
awaits them; but the Spiritualist relies not on changeful
hope—rests not on mere belief—he knows of immortality.

The great written testimony to Spiritualism is in the
Bible itself. It contains a history of Spirit manifesta-
tions and influence existing through all time. The most
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\Erro1 is passing away. Men arising shall hail the day.

PRICE SIXPENCE.

ignorant and uncivilised savages, who never hoard of
Christ, have been discovered to have ideas of future ex-
istence obtained through inspiration—i.o., the interven-
tion of spirits. Spirit-inspiration is in our midst to-day as
much as in the time of the apostles and prophots; and it
is given to us with all tho purity that the disembodied
spirit is capable of imparting, aud with no more. Thus
it has always been. Sinco reason was developed in man
—and wo are justified in bolioving that there was a time
when man lived without this spark of the Divinity—in-
spiration has been among the constant governing laws of
Nature. It descends upon tho human mind in innume-
rable forms, it flows in diversified degree, and distributes
its gifts among people of every rank and condition ; but
Spiritualists alone know and feel that its illuminating
influence comes from the unseen intelligences that hover
round us from the spirit world.

The foremost among philosophers of the presont age,
that most profound and acutely discerning student of
Nature, Charles Darwin, is, (perhaps somewhat uncon-
sciously,) doing more to guide and press the course of
thought that is to advanco the causo of Spiritualism than
any man living. For the last quarter of a century what
is known as the Darwin theory of Development has been
mystically shadowed to our view through spirit com-
mune ; but our finite understanding needed assistance
to compass the full meaning of these revelations.  Ifthe
Darwin theory is true, which men of scientific mark
throughout the world—men reputedly gifted with large
powers of perceptiveness—are ready to maintain, then
must we regard its author as a choson instrument, emi-
nently prepared by natural faculties and industrious
study, to bring within the wide grasp of common intelli-
gence a knowledge inspirationally laid open. Ten thou-
sand attestations, ready to assuro, outweigh ton mil-
lion speculations impregnated with doubt Inspiration
baptizes tho intellect with charity, and a love for what is
excellent and true and good. Regarding the Darwin
philosophy, we may illustrate it by the dawn of reason
within the frame of an infant. Can any ono determine
the particular period in that child when reason com-
menced? Is it not a gradual unfolding? Go further
back, and place the child amidst tho chaotic germs of
Mother Earth. Itwas but a formation pointing to reason
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through development.  Where—it han asked of
slavish orthodoxy—is the fallacy shown in the idea of
man being developed in this way, until crowned with
reason ? Reason is the height of human development
It culminates into the sceptre of man's existence, and,
in accordance with its fulness, comprehends the source
from whence it camo.

It is difficult, when touching upon a subject so widely
interesting, and abounding in opportunities for illustra-
tion, to bo concise within necessity. However, to return
to the progress of Spiritualism, there appear through
all the countries of Europe, and their colonics, note-
worthy signs of tho speedy breaking up of the
bigotry, intolerance and degrading superstitions of old
Theology. Tho Disestablishment of tho Irish Church
was one step. The inspired attitude of Dr. Dellinger,
as champion of man's right to exercise his reasoning
powers and judgment unshackled from tho fetters of
priest rule, is another signifcant movement. In Eng-
land, one by one, Protestant clergymen of high attain,
ments in learning, and commanding intellect, have de-
clared themselves unable to conscientiously adopt a
literal interpretation of tho Bible, and endure any longer
tho intolerant dogmas of their church. Then, let us look
at the Communistic outbreak in Franco, and underlying
its mad excesses and intemperate fury can bo discerned
that sublime idea of common rights and possessions and
unity of interest which will one day reign upon theearth.
Shun the thought as we may, the period is coming, and
may occur within tho lifetime of millions who now breathe
Upon this planet, when the fruits and tho treasures of
our earth shall bo as free as the rain and sunshine that
help to replenish and develop them. So wo are taught
by our spirit friends, and so the course of events appears
to be shaping with undeviating progression. It is cheer-
ing and noteworthy when we see a highly-influential
weekly Melbourne journal manifest the courage to place
dispassionately before its readers tho governing prin-
ciples of the true Communists, with tho cardinal points
of their creed. On every side tokens and evidences
abound of the strengthened vitality of emancipated
thought. In the United States its right of expression
is asserted (especially with regard to Spiritualism,) in’
places where twenty years ago it dared not venture
utterance. It is moreover gratifying to remark that ini
the great American Republic the stronghold of Spiritual
belief, the demand for the literature of Spiritualism js
largely and steadily increasing ;.and a hundred thousand
volumes are annually disposed of. 'Wherever the Saxon
tongue is spoken those books will be read, and many who
read them will thereby be stirred to free their creed-
bound intellects and do battle with superstition and
error. We ask none to believe in Spiritualism who have
not wrought out for themselves a conviction of its truth.
The faculties of mind must not be enslaved. But we
earnestly ask of every one to reason and to think. All
knowledge comes by effort; no one can obtain it, in
satisfying form, for another ; and ignorance, distrust, and
doubt is the portion of him who seeks in this manner its
possession.

The progress of Spiritualism, and of investigating
mindswho turn to Rature, is steadily increasing in this
community  Of this we have no moro present doubt
than we have that summer is advancing and will reach
us before December. What is herein written will be
rsad.by some persons of independent reflection, os well
aaby some whose thoughts follow only the example set
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by others. Would that we were warranted in sup-
posing tho first-mentioned class to be as numerous as
tho latter. 1

Lot tho render retrace the steps of scientific progress,
look attentively on the past, and observe how the seem-
ing paradox of one age is seen to be a proven fact in the
next. What would have been thought a hundred years
ago of the assertion, if then made, that one of tho most
(perhaps the most) abundant of metals on tho face of
tho earth was not known to man, or even suspected to
exist. The truths of science »wait their interpreters,
and it remained for Sir Humphrey Davy to discover the

metal sodium.

COMMUNICATION.

Why wonder at the slow progress of the work ? The
sun doos not rise to light the world in a moment of timo,
the flower must have its period of formation, all things
follow their regular law, and nothing will tempt them,
animate or inanimate, to depart from it. Once get to
look on these things with the propheticieye of tho spirit,
which you may all of you do by accustoming yourselves
to tho spirit conception of things, and you will see that
tho inception of these things is as sure a sign of their
future perfection as the dawn is of the noon, as the bud
is of tho full-blown flower. Man, with all his wishes,
ho&aes, aspirations, and desiros, will fade as the noon
fades into evening, as tho full blown flower fades into
the withered relic, but as his body fades his spirit grows
with its decay. His spirit gains its experience, it grows,
enlarges, and expands into that perfect flower of heavenly
wisdom and love which blossoms in the fields of Heaven,
and throws its fragrance down again upon earth, to
nourish and feed the hungry humanity of tho lower
SEheres. Those things are not au allegory or a fablo;
they are ns firm a reality as the world on which you
live; indeed, they are a firmer reality, for they are ab-
stract truths which cannot fade. Every atom of your
world is capable of disintegration, may be disssolved into
its elements, and may change and be dissipated, and
assume new forms. Buttruth is etermd; it never alters
in the crash of worlds, in the various phases and revolu-
tions of man's mind. The spirit-world, my friends, is
the only true reality, your world is the more imaginary
of the two!

GROWTH.

A Spibit Poem.
1

Twaso little seed ip tho dark, cold ground

That said, “‘Why must | slumber here,
With the mist and. thc dampness ali around,

Where no. ray of light can.ever appear P”
And a voice shot down on a beam ofthe sun,
One morning, before its birth wa« begun,
And said, “ Little germ, why murmur you so ?
It is your mission to lie there and grow.”

1.
"Twas a little bird within the shell
That mourned 'midst darkness there compressed,
And said, “ Why must I in sorrow dwell,
When 1 long to feel the soft mother's breast ?"
And the mother whispered it gently and low,
“Lie still, little bird; you have time to grow.”

HI.

"Twas an acorn within the woodland wild ;

It blossomed end grew on a lofty tree ;
And then, at the last.'a little chil

Picked it-up, and one day, thoughtlessly,
Ttod it beneath the l(f];round, at pjay;
And the acorn grumbled the time away,
And said, Oh, dear! I once was free'
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But now | am prisoned eternally."
And then came a whisper down through the air,
That stirred midft grass-blades green below,

" Lie still, oh, thou foolish acorn, there,
It is your business to rest and grow.”

1v. , -
Deep in the mire of a darkened pool
A bulb all silently must stay ;
Around, the slime lay damp and cool,
Above, was the warmth and light of day.
And the lily-bulb said, with mournful tone,
“ Why must I linger in darkness so ?"
But a voice seomod to wake in the wilderness lone,
“ By and by ‘tis a lily, but now you must grow."

V.

A soul, within a body enchained,

Dropped down to earth, despised, reviled,
With darkness and with doubts sore pained,

Unconscious of the life that smiled.
It said, “ Why am 1 prisoner here ?

Why bound to form of clay so low ?*
And a voice fell soft, like an angel’s tear,

“ Be quiet soul, 'tis your time to grow."

VLI
And thus each darkened place of earth
Holds some sweet germ of a brighter day ;
And where there is coldness, gloom and dearth,
There shall the richest glories play!
And for every struggling soul that sings,
Wailing its wearisome march below,
There shall bud and blossom an angel's wings!

So be still, be cheered, there is timo to grow.

([oorsondiHs

Communications for insertion in this Journal should be
plainly written, and as concise as possible.

MR. M'LEAN’8 REPLY.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF EIGHT.

Sib,—Thanks to Mr. Harrison for his courtesy in at-
taching his name to hiscritique (which, by the way, every
gentleman is morally bound to do, when ho attacks another
by name), and although I may not trespass so much on
your space as to comment upon every peculiar sentence,
perhaps, Mr. Editor, you may allow me to remind Mr.
Harrison that whoevor does not see his subject clearly,
cannot express his views clearly upon it; and that the

ivot upon which his peculiarity turns, is the false notion
ﬁe entertains of what he calls supernatural. If this
word has any meaning, it must mean above natural, some-
thing more than natural; and it strikes me that Mr.
Harrison's “ idea of logical rules™ is self-evidently illo-
gical ; Buch as no clear-thinker can for a moment enter-
tain; as, throughout all that is is nature and creature.

“There is no supernatural law, because,
All that oxists, exists by natural laws."
We must admit that the whole of our Heavenly Father's
creation is ruled, governed, and controlled by the laws
created by Him in the beginning for governing and con-
trolling ; and to perform a miracle in the sense as com-
prehended by the priesthood generally, would be to
break those laws, thereby disturbing the whole, from the
highest to the lowest, for—
“All are but parts of ono stupendous whole,
Whose body Nature is, and God the soul.”

In admitting the omnipotence of God in framing laws we
rust completely dispel the necessity foranything having
the semblance of miracle, unless we persist in retaining
the priestly degrading conceptions of the Deity and His
attributes, which 1 beg, leave to most emphatically de-
nounce as mean, and thereby God-dishonouring. Spi-
r’tiimi when properly realised, completely blots out the
two words “ miracle " and “ supernatural ** from all un-
biassed minds, and determines that every phenomenon,
ancient or modem, are reducible to natural occurrences,

under the unchangeable laws of an endless cycle.”

|. Itis a Fagrant blunder to ascribe many of the start-
mB physical spirit manifestations to supernatural laws;
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telling us that, if they exist, they arc in direct opposition
to the laws of nature. Such things we have been told
over and over again, by those who are fonder of talking
than of thinking, that the rising of a table, chair, or
person from the floor, and the suspension of the same in
mid-air, is in direct opposition to natural law, and said
by learned professors to be an utter impossibiiity; but
we who have witnessed such so-called impossibilities,
attribute the assertions of our opponents to sheer igno-
rance, for when a force, an unseen attractive power, is
applied to a table, a power sufficiently strong to more
than counteract the law of gravitation; bearing upon the
article, the rising of the table and its suspension in air
is not in opposition, but in harmony with, natural law.

As to the ridicule cast upon Spiritists for talking about
unseen forces, we have fully discovered that ridicule is
by no means a reliable test of truth ; and Spiritists have
also discovered that there are many unseen forces in
nature: such as life, magnetism, electricity; oven heat
is unseen, until, by ignition it bursts into smoke or into
flame ; and what is more, light itself is invisible ; and, to
crown the whole, we tell our learned opponents, that tan
force is unseen.

Yours,
JAMES M’LEAN.
Willowdale, Pleasant Creek,
22nd August, 1871.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

Sir,—ln your last issuo Mr. T. Harrison demurs
loudly to the expression, introduced in a lecture on
Spiritualism by Mr. M'Lean, that “ a miracle is scienti-
fically and philosophically impossible.” How can anything
be impossible to the Supreme and Omnipotent Ruler of
all things, reasonably urgos Mr. Harrison. Vory much
of tho confusion and conflict of ideas which pervade
discussion of this subject arises from tho negligent or
maladroit use of inexact terms. Certain terms will
always be introduced in argument which are essentially
ambiguous. Whately illustrates this in the words
“ capable” and “ incapable.” Wo spoak of a man as

incapable of doing a mean action, in a different sense
from that in which we speak of him as incapable of
writing a fine poem or playing the violin. In like
manner the word “ miracle,” may convey to varying
minds very dissimilar ideas. Before further discussion
of the question at issue between Messrs. Harrison and
M'Lean, would it not be as well to clear the ground by
determining in what sense “ miracle” is to bo under-
stood. To my knowledgOethe word is very vaguely
interpreted. “ Impossible"” is also a term recognised as
ambiguous, and appears so even when connected with
M'Lean's qualification. With this briof suggestion,

1 remain. Sir,
Yours truly,

COLONUS.

INSTRUCTIVE COMMUNICATIONS.

THROUGH MRS. S. E. PARK.

Among the many mystories crowding the intellect,
there is not ono that makes the mind so humble, patient,

and aspiring as tho fact of spirits communing with their
earth friends. t
Inspiration is a blessed boon to man—tho certainty
of a communion with the spritual, coming through the
aid or channel of minds who have tasted of glory, rich-

ness, and power beyond this world, and feeding our
minds even as they are fed from a still higher source.

In tho heterogeneous man, forming communities, what
an elevation there might bo above tho present standard
of right, if all wore aware of tho fact that they could ask
of their spirit friends and receive that information they
so much desire regarding the future ; and how great the
contrast with receiving through a channel foreign and
unknown ! How benign tho influence when given un-

derstandingly, and divested of mystery !
If all labour on the part of spirits for the good of
mankind should cease, progress would be slow: centuries

would pass without one ray of light that now is pouring
as a constant flood to illuminate human advancement.
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A LETTER FROM LONDON.

Thebe is Nothing no difficult to chronicle an the progress
of Spintualim. ~ Its career and the symptom« of ad-
vancement which it manifests from time to time are no
less decedptive to Spiritualists than to the outside public.
I a wondorful phenomenon occur«, and if it get into the
newspaper«, the mouth of society is full of the great
event, and Spiritualism ¥ supposed to be an accomplished
fact. Again, if these extraordinary events become«carco,
and if the curiosity of the phenometiali and news-
monger is in a latent state, then the verdict gees forth
that Spiritualism is dead, that the “gullibility ef the
public” has been appeased.

I repVat, the«e symptom« are delusive. The real pro-
gress of Spiritualism is not characterised by any such
popular manifestations. There is an under current, a
process of germination, awakening into life, continually
taking place in the public mind towards the Spiritual,
which is the only indication of real advancement. It is
exceedingly hard to judge of this state of mind. Some
of our most hearty Spiritualists are so situated that they
have no opportunity of judging of such matters, and
hence their hopes are in a state of chronic lassitude for
want of encouraging stimulus. From my peculiar con-
nection with the movement in this country, I am, how-
ever, glad to afford to all who are not so favourably
situated the most earnest nssurance that Spiritualism
has never sustained any retrogression here, but that its
onward career is characterised by accumulating force
and rapidity, and that at no period of its history did it
grow with a more healthy development than it docs now.

We havo a variety of agencies at present in operation
particularly tending to such a result. The various
periodicals seem to be in full action ; but more notably-
is the influence of the Medium—the only weekly which
we possess—noticed as an ever busy promoter of the
movement. Closely connected with the press, we may
associate the labors of Emma Hardinge. Her orations
have been reported in all our publications, but more
particularly in the Medium, in which her Sunday even-
ing services in London have been given week by week.
This has brought the whole of the Spiritualists of Great
Britain within reach, so to speak, of Mrs. Hardinge's
voice, and the effects of her marvellous inspirational
teaching are most manifest.

Wo havo also boon singularly favoured by the peculiar
flow of originality which has pervaded these Sunday
evening discourses. Mrs. Hardinge has attempted and
successfully carried out one of tho boldest enterprises
which it is possible for the human mind to undertake,
and which no person but a Spiritualist, and one under
the iufluencc of Spiritual powers, could have accomplished.
Her gigantic task has been neither more nor less than to
hew out of the facts of existence a unique system of
religious belief, or, in other words, a scientific theology.

At tho close of her services in London, previous to
her departure for the provinces, the ladies of her con-
gregation presented her with the following address,
which very succinctly indicates the scope of her labors:—

““We cannot allow the present course of Orations to conclude
without giving some expression to the pleasure and nilmiration
which your labours have occasioned in speaking to us of ‘The
Gospel of the Divine Humanity." Your noble effort hns been to
demonstrate, in a logical and scicntillc manner, the existence of
the Eternal Cause, an infinite and spiritual Being, a wise and
beneficent God, the prime Source of all finite existence, the kind
and loving Parent of man as a spiritual being. While other religi-
ous.systems have isolated man from his spiritual origin and in-
heritance, except in special instances and by exceptional means,

- Spiritualism, under your able exposition, has restored an ever-
present nnd all-powerful God to the universe ns in the beginning,
anil man te nn indisputable because demonstrable immortality.
This great intellectual task hns been accomplished on yeur part,
assisted, by inspiring guides, entirely from the testimony ef the
Creator's works as found in Nature, which you have rendered clear
to the apprehension of all, without resorting to the authority or
revelations of sects or sacred writings in this or past ages

“We gratefully acknowledge the inestimable service which
such demonstrations must afford to the cause ef true religion and
human enlightenment, nnd gladly recognise spiritual inspiration,
now, as at all periods ef man's history, as the true souree of all
knowledge relating to immortality and spiritual existence.

“That you may be long spared to fill the exalted position in
which the spirit-world has called you, and that we may yet again

THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

have the pleasure of listening to your eloquent pleadings for truth,
is the heartfelt wish of the subscribers and attendants ef the
London Sunday Services."”

Mrn lLudinge was five weeks in the Midland and
northern counties of England, during which time she
gavo 2« ‘orations, and met hundreds of inquirers in
Social life. This is the first effort of tho kind which has
been undertaken by the Spiritualists of this country.
Truc J M. Peebles and J. Bums have taken frequent
trips’and done good serviee in their way, but the late
tour by Mrs. Hanlinge hns been productive of results
which ‘could not have been dreamed of by the greatest
entfowaid a few weeks ago; , Lo«

The fruits of tliis effort have suffered somewhat from
the inexperience of those who conducted tho meetings,
and the crude state of organisation generally pervading
the ranks of Spiritualism. The press throughout tho
country has been forced to acknowledge her labours in
a respectful, and, in most case«, an appreciative tone.
The inoral effect of this is incalculable, and must for
ever elevate Spiritualism in public opinion above tho low
status which it has unfortunately borne hitherto. Not-
withstanding the primitive nature of our organisations,
tho results of tho meetings have been remunerative in
most places, and might have been so everywhere if unity
and eXperience had directed the operations of our com-
mittees. Mrs. Il. is again with uh in London for a short
time, where her lectures on Sunday evenings are attract-
ing larger audiences than ever. In fact 1 may say that
Spiritualism is in a much more backward state in London
than in many other parts of the country, and were it not
for the indefatigable perseverance of an exceedingly
limited number, Mrs. llawlinge could not have had tho
opportunities for reaching the public mind which she
ha« turned to such good account in our metropolis.

Some wonderful phenomena havo lately occurred
through the mediumsliip of Messrs. Herne and Williams.
A few weeks ago, Mr. Herne was transported by spiritual
power, during broad daylight, a considerable distance,
and was found inside of Mr. Guppy's house, in the act
of falling to the ground. At a circle held two.weeks
ago, Mrs. Guppy was carried by spirits, almost instan-
taneously, from hor house at Highbury, to the place
where the seance was held, in Lamb's Conduit Street, a
distance of nearly two miles. An elaborate account of
this event was published in a daily paper by a gentle-
man who was present, and the occurrence has caused a

great deal of interest.
J. BURNS.

Progressive Library,
15 Southamptom Rood, London.

PROGRESSIVE VIEWS ON VACCINATION.

Tiik following question and answer are reported in
the Banner oF Liqgnt, ns conveyed through the medium-

ship of Mrs. 3. W. Conant:—

" Q. The virtue of vaccination is questioned in some quarters
have yeu any information on that subjectf

“A. Yes; to my mind it is the mark of the beast spoken ef
by John the Revelater, and hns been one of the greatest causes ef
physical suffering known to man—one of the greatest of all phy-
sical evils that has ever had nn existence among mortals. It ¥
true it proves quite efficacious in certain cases—very few eases;
but the majority suffer, nnd suffer from causes ho remote, that it
is impossible to trace them back to their starting point. But they
arc ail lodged in the physique of the individual by vaccination,
producing a combination of diseases which, in future years, spring
up indifferent forms of new disease, which baffle the skill ef
medical men, and carries its thousands and tens of thousands off
the earth ; and, mere than this, it is the cause why millions ef
souls are groaning to lie delivered from the hollies that are encum-
bered wiih disease, all over the land ; and its originator finds
cause for deep ramerse, in viewing, as ho is nble to de, this mon-
strous mistake. But let us thank the great Father of wisdom that
his children are beginning to see the wrong, nnd to speak against
it, to agitate the subject ; nnd by and-by it will be known no mere
except by its effects, which will last for ages. It will take ages to
wash eut the stain which this ene mistake hns flung on the gar-
ment of humanity.” *

“1 winl do and any what 1 think is a debt of justice
and truth, without tho least regard to clamour and re-

proach.”—De Foe.
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SPIRITUALISM.

IM THE LIGHT OF SCIENCE, BEASON, AND ASPIRATION.

The following address was read by the President of
the Eclectic Association, at the adjourned debate on
“ Spiritualism " by the members of that Socioty, on the

evening of 3rd August :(—
Ladies and Gentlemen,—

As tho object of our discussions in this Association is
not to gain a barren victory ovor one another, but the
far grander and more serviceable aim of eliciting truth,
I trust you will approve of tho course I this evening
purpose taking. 1t would bo, I imagine, an easy task
to pass in review before you tho various arguments and
assertions advanced against Spiritualism by those who
have on previous occasions during this debate addressed
you; but it seems to me little or nothing would bo gained
by such a proceeding, however successfully it might be
accomplished. 1 shall, therefore, at once set about deal-
ing, in my own way, with tho main subject we are dis-
cussing.

What is tormod Spiritualism, as all of you will by this
time bo aware, naturally divides itself into two great
branches. Thero are PheRomonal Spiritualism and Philo-
sophical Spiritualism. The former I think it almost a
waste of words to debate. It must approve itself to each
one by personal experiment and investigation, and when
it has succeeded in convincing an inquirer of the fact of
Spiritual existence, it has achieved all that can bo reason-

ably anticipated from it. On this ground no rational
mind can bo influenced at second hand. What | have

seen and heard may be all-persuasive, powerful and suffi-
cient for myself, but can havo but little satisfaction for
you. Tho phenomena in such cases are so opposed to
what wo have been educated to consider tho totality of
the. workings of nature, that tho strictest ovidonco of
their bona ffiJes is requisite before an intelligent person
can admit their truth. This ovidonco, | ropeat, must not
be hearsay. To stimulate inquiry, however, it may be
mentioned that in almost every known instance where
candid and continuous scrutiny by competent and patient
investigators has been instituted, tho result has been a
full and perfect admission of tho principal facts of phe-
nomenal Spiritualism. Men of science and education
by tho hundred. have come, liko Balaam to tho Jews, to
curse Spiritualism, and havo been compelled to bless ;
they havo beon attracted towards it to expose its futility
and baselessness, and have ended by becoming its warmest,
ablest, and most active missionaries. 1 migjit if it were
worth whilo marshal a host of well-known names in
proof of this assertion, and weary you with extracts from
papers and letters on tho subject which havo beon pub-
lished.. But this task has been often performed, and 1
leave it therefore for the more congenial, and 1 think
profitable one, of urging tho claims of Spiritualism upon
you from its philosophical aspect.

To avoid the possibility of misappre”lensiea, 1 would
at the outset explain what is uaael4toed by modem
Spiritualism. Itis affirmed by its exponents that human
life is continuous, not broken by the catnstrophe we
have termod death ; but, on the contrary, freed by that
event from many trammels attaching to its earthly
vestment, and onabled to develop more rapidly towards
perfection. It is further alleged thatthe lifo beyond the
grove is not distant from this life, but is bound to it by
ties of affinity, and can, under certain natural conditions,
make its presence known to spirits abiding in tho flosh,
and influence in various ways their mental and moral
progress and development. * Now what 1 would feebly
attempt.to show to you is that these ideas aro no way
antagonistic to science so far as science has at this point
advanced, that they are not in the slightest degree
opposed to human reason, and that they are completely
m harmony with human aspiration.

*The cosmogony, according to science, is ns you know
widely different to tho cosmogony according to Moses,
or the writer who has given his lucubrations to the world
under cover of that name. Tho creator of the world, as
presented to us by the author of Genesis, is a sagacious
individual, who takes counsel with a ministry of
angels before setting about his task of world-making,
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gets through so much work one day, and so much work
next day, surveys his achievements each evening with
evident self-satisfaction, discovers various errors and
misconstructions as he proceeds, and to tho best of his
ability rectifies them, and eventually takes his reston the
seventh day, pretty well fagged and worn out. This is
the creator a la Genesis. It is not the creator revealed
to us by science. The testimony of the rocks and the
illustrations of nature supply us with a world-builder in
sublimity as far transcending this as the mythical Jehovah
of tho Jews transcends tho Fetish God of the Hotten-
tots. Science, with unerring finger, points to a creator
ever creating, as activo in hismightyand incomprehensible
forco now as at the moment when this planet's crust
began to. harden over its mysterious fires. God evor
working by law, and only truly known indeed by the
laws through which his creative forco manifests itself—
this is the God of tho Gospel according to Science.
Confining our attention for the present to his operations
upon this planot, wo can trace through myriads upon
myriads of ages his gigantic handiwork. Wo find the
mineral period advancing by slow but certain stages to
the vegetable period, the two blending, as it were, in the
seaweed, whose component parts, are found to bo in many
instances more mineral than vegetable. Then plant after
plant appears as conditions favour its development, and
tho world is filled with lifo—Ilife, though stationary. Tho
next process is lifo movable, and the animal kingdom
begins, tho two kingdoms linked togother so intimately
that to this day it is a moot point with naturalists
whether certain things—tho zoophytes—aro animal or
vegetable. On again through countless ages tho work
of creation advances, species following species as natural
conditions dictate, until at last a being appears, which
thinks, and plans, and wonders, and aspires. Again, the
link joining the animal and tho human is remarkably
close. Tho gorilla clambering about his native forests,
protecting his wife and little ones with broken branches
whon attacked, beating his bosom and moaning when
distressed, is only a brute after all. The Bosjosman jab-
bering his monosyllabic patter, braining his enemy with
a rudely-sharpened stono, and living in caves and hollow
trees, is a man—tho basis from which Naturo gradually
produces her Homers, Platos, Shakspeares, and Newtons.
Aro wo to suppose the creative power stops here, because
science, as yet, knows no moro? Shall there be no
kingdom higher than tho human, because there is nothing
higher clearly discernible to our mortal vision ? When
something higher begins gradually to demonstrate its
existence, need science, judging by what it has-already
learned, experience surprise ? . -
Looked at from another point of view, what should
scionce say to the force men are beginning to call Spi-
ritual. Lot us trace back again. Tho earliest force
known to science was the mechanical-—hard, substantial
matter acting upon hard, substantial matter, in a manner
palpable to tho least cultivated sense. The next force
was tho expansion of vapour—gas, invisible, but still
sufficiently palpable, and evidently far more potent than
tho merely mechanical. Tho next force science has re-
cognized is the electrical or magnetic, invisible—myste-
rious—only known as yet by its manifestations, which

aro of tho most extravagantly surprising character.
Shakspearo thought doubtless ho was allowing his imagi-

nation to run sufficiently wild when ho made his Puck
say ho would put a girdle round tho earth in forty
minutes. This strange magnetic forco, which sober
scicnco has come recently to recognize can out-Puck
Puck, and send a message round tho globe in less than
a second. Along a telegraphic circuit of thousands of
miles in America, signals have been sent in an inappre-
ciable fragment of time. Note that ns tho natural force
increases in power, it becomes less and less easily cog-
nizablo to our coarse human faculties. Next thero begins
to announce itself a forco declared to bo Spiritual, more
subtle than magnetism, moro startling than electricity,
as invisible as the gas wo term steam, but unlike steam
or electricity, not to be grasped by an ordinary percep-

tion. Should science, judging from the analogies of the
past, bo astounded at such a force ? Should science
brand it as opposed to “ fundamental cosmic law." It

seems to me that assuming there are to be discoveries of
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d new and unBiinpoeted force, this is as likely a direction
as any in which to look for it
It may he contended, however, that even granting
that out ofhumanity in the process of creation a spiritual
kingdom is developed, and in the progress of force, a
spiritual force exerted, this affords no argument that the
individual man will engender the individual spirit, and
enjoy a continuity of existence. | admit there is nothing
in this connection which can be advanced as definite
proof, yet, looking at the economy of Nature, how in the
caterpil‘ar the butterfly lies hid, in the tadpole the frog
can be traced, and in the acorn the oak reposes, the pecu-
liarities in this ease also would rather incline us to ex-
pect that the corporeal man should turn out to lie but
the husk of the interior spirit form  Science knows .that
when a substance is consumed by fire, the atoms com-
?osing that substance are only changed, not destroyed.
'o the uneducated human perception the thing has passed
into nothingness, but science knows better. Remember-
ing then what a marvel man is as compared with any
other earthly compound, ought science to bo perplexed
if it learns that when the outer portion of the man de-
cays, the inner essence lives on.

Let us next consider how the philosophy of Spiritual-
ism stands in the light of human reason. Reason as
opposed to faith tells mankind that wirnt is termed
miracle is impossible—that nothing can happen except-
ing by natural law, that to speak of something above or
beyond nature is an absurdity. Spiritualism says the same
thing, merely widening immensely the field of nature, and
presenting a vaster plain for reason to revel in. When
a revelation purporting to be divine tells mankind that
human reason is carnal, and must be crushed under the
weight of faith to secure salvation, human reason is
justified in rebelling against such arevelation, and closely
scrutinising its credentials. All previous revelations
have unfolded this message. It is not astonishing that
they should, because the mediums through which they
were given know only of order maintained by authority,
and scarcely dreamed of a time when order should come
by each man rightly ruling himself. Row things are
more certain than that every revelation which has dawned
bn the world has been largely influenced by the medium-
ship through which it has been transmitted. The materi-
alist will urge that there is no revelation in the case, but
that what wo call such is due only to the imaginative
powers of the mediums themselves. | need not stop to
answer this objection, because 1 am only arguing that,
conceding the Spiritual assumption, there is nothing in
tho modern Spiritual revelation obnoxious to reason,
whereas in all previous revelations reason has been
directly attacked. So far from assailing reason, the
Spiritual philosophy crowns it as the true king, and
warns humanity that everything—its own pretentions
included—must be tested in reason's crucible. In the
Spiritual scheme of salvation you have no justification
by faith, no vicarious atonement, no death-bed repen-
tance, no magical transformation of a soddoned sinner
on earth to a psalm-singing saint in heaven. On earth
and in heaven God's loving justice ever reigns supremely
equable. Punishment is remedial, not revengeful.
1t grows out of the awakened conscience, and blesses as
it grows. It teaches the undeveloped human nature
that restitution is necessary as well as repentance, and
that only by active goodness to others can peace and
happiness to self bo secured. To a system of snlvation
of this character, dependent upon works not faith, effect
following cause with tho same certainty as in other
natural operations, reason can have no opposition to offer.
All it can say is, “ Provo this to be the actual course of
Nature, and you will only prove yet more clearly than
ever how rational Nature is in all her works.”

And now we come to look at Spiritualism by the light
of human aspiration—to survey it from the poetic side
of our diverse nature. No occasion to travel far to find
how completely in harmony with human hope and desire
is the idea of perpetual angelic presence and sympathy,
and of individual human immortality. Tho philosophers
may be the exponents of science and reason, but the
poets are the interpreters Of our aspirations. What do

they say ?

THE HARBINGER

OF LIGHT.

«The Spirit-world around this world of sense,
Floats like an atmosphere, and every where
Wafts through these earthly mists and vapours dense
A vital breath of more ethereal air."

“ It is a beautiful, a blest belief,
That the beloved dead, grown angels, watch
The dear ones left behind.”

» How oft do.they their silver bowers leave,

To come to succour lIs that succour want?
How oft do they with golden pinions cleave

The Hitting skies like (lying pursuivant,

Against foul fiends to aid us militant |
They for us fight, they watch and duly warri,

And their bright squadrons round about us plant ;
And all for love, and nothing for reward ;

Oh ! why should heavenly love to man have such re-

gard 1"

You know I might quote similar strains from every
poet who ever sang. The aspiration to be, always, is one
of the keenest, intensest sentiments known to humanity,
and tho poets could not help giving full expression to it.
Tho hardest, coldest materialist cannot deny the existence
of this feeling,and indeedadmits it, to lay uponitsshoulders
the entire burden of man's belief in immortality. There
is no immortality, says the materialist; man wishes that
there was, and out of that wish creates his heaven. To
mo the argument presents a different aspect. Looking
throughout Nature we do not find her a niggardly
mother. She provides all creatures with the sustenance
for which they crave. | therefore am inclined to think
that Aristotle was right when lie argued that tho exist-
ence of a desire implies the wherewithal to gratify that
desire. However this may bo, it is certain that when
Spiritualism proclaims its theory of perpetual develop-
ment, and offers its independent and objective proofs
of spiritual existence, it meets with a ready reception
from tho aspirations of humanity.

1 havo thus endeavoured to demonstrate that what-
ever individual savants, rationalists, or preachers may say
about Spiritualism, it ought not to bo regarded as antago-
nistic to science, reason, or aspiration. All I ask from
its opponents is that it shall bo judged by its highest
lights. That it is accompanied by impostures and im-
paired by delusions, I am as free to admit as any ono in
this room can be. In fact, all its best and ablest expo-
sitors arc perpetually warning us to be on our guard
against deception, conscious or unconscious. In a papor
by Emma llardinge, in a recent number of “ Human
Nature,” wherein she descants on the extraordinary
mental illumination and development of an American
farmer lad, named Hudson Tuttle, she cautions tho
Spiritualists of England against a too ready credenco in
the genuineness of alleged Spiritual manifestations. She
declares there exists “ a vast amount of self-delusion nnd
psychological irritation,” and observes—*“ 1 am now
writing in a country where the strange lines, curves,
dots, spots, flowers, fruits, and figures ofaccomplished and
artistically educated ladies aro put forth as evidences of
the most conclusive character that they executed theso
wonderful (?) productions under the influence of angels
and archangels, or the spirits of tho great masters of
antiquity; where whole volumes of M.S. twaddle of less
real value than the essays which their authors performed
at school as composition exercises, are read to weary
listeners ns tho inspirations of Milton, Dante, Sweden-
borg, &c. ; mid where really well-educated and capable

people doclnre themselves to bo under the influence of
Moses, Daniel, Elijah, &c., if thoy shut their eyes and

pour forth tho reflections of their narrow views of or-
thodoxy.”

Opponents to Spiritualism, who attack theso things
which Spiritualists themselves condemn, are warring
with thistledown while the great Spiritual battery re-
mains untouched beyond. In dealing with a subject of
this ever-widening nnd most remarkable character, it is
as foolish to hurriedly condemn as it is to hastily believe.
Study it well in all its, various branches—for it is worthy
of and will repay study—study it with an unflinching
determination to yield nothing to prejudice on tho one
side or the other, but influenced only by an ardent desire
to discern and promulgate truth.
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“MY ADVENT.””*

«usTit the laxt twenty years, the teachings respecting
Ihe" whereabouts of the inhabitants of the so-called (lead,
their surroundings, and occupations, have been given to
the world by the ambassadors (self-styled such) between
Ged and Man. These being worthless, from the entire
want ef knowledge shewn by these masters in Israel,
and the author of 8 Alpha” (E. N. Dennys) having, in ful-
filment ef his last earthly pledge, again held converse
with this world's denizens, the positive intelligence ef
the immortal sphere is here presented in a condensed
account ef his Spiritual. Advent—assuring those who
knew and loved him when he was in the flesh, of his
coatiauaace in the work of his life; and also of his near-
ness to, and power to assist by his counsel, those ef his
friends who are mere immediately occupied in carrying
out the work he had commenced.

To accomplish this purpose, he selected J. 3. Morse,
the new well-known inspiratienal spedker, to bo the
medium fer his communication. Tho former visited, from
time to time (until the narrative was completed) at the
house of the editor of this edition, who always invited
one or more friends to be present with him during the
giving ef the “ Advent.”

The medium at each sitting, and previous te the com-
mencement ef the narrative, was thrown into a state
corresponding to that induced by mesmeric passes, the
operator in this case being in the Spiritual world.
During the continuance of this semi-trance state, the
medium was made to think the thoughts which passed
through the author's mind, and thus to give utterance
te the "inspired” description of persons, places, and
events, which will be found in the “ Advent.”

Since the departure of the Author to the golden
shores of the Summer-land of life, the writer of this, and
many friends, have frequently seen and conversed with
him on tho relation of the Physical to the Spiritual life,
and kindred topics,—much to their physical, mental, and
spiritual improvement.]

FABT 1.

“There are more things in Heaven and ErVth, Horatio, thnn
arc dreamt of in your philosophy.”—Hamlet.
When | became conscious that Physical dissolution was
near, | experienced sensations ef exquisite delight. 1
felt as if 1 were sinking into an atmosphere of indescri-
bable happiness which, from its intensity, gradually evor-
pewered my bodily senses, and caused a profound
slumber. This slumber lasted about three days, at the
end of which I awoke, and became conscious that the
change called " death” had passed ever me, and that the
veil which, fer more than threescore years, had hidden
tho realities of existence from my sight, was removed
and fer over.
_When | awoke, I found myself in an apartment, the
like ef which | had many time« pictured but had never
before realised. 1t was circular™n shape, having walls
of a translucent substance, nearly resembling alabaster,
and a bright, yet mellow light pervaded the whole of it.
I found myself reclining on a couch, formed to resomble
a white lily. Floating around mo, and filling the room,
was a perfume-laden atmosphere, the inhalation ef which

gave mo a new Honse of being, coursing- through my
veins like ethereal ether, and filling me with joyous life:

I had net, however, fully realised my new condition ; it
was so much like a dream that | arose from my couch,
and rubbed my eyes, and felt myself to ascertain whether
I.was dreaming er awake. After seme little considera-
tion, 1 became fully conscious of an elevation ef myself
in every sense; when, quietly thinking fer a while, 1
suddenly observed the curtains part at the side ef the
couch furthest from me, and a person of a most benevo-
lent aspect stood in the opening.

He was clothed in a long flowing robe of emerald
color, and bright as the diamond. It was fastened round
the waist by a golden cord, with two tassels depending
from tho ends thereof. His head was bare, and his long

wavy hair fell in heavy masses of geld around his
>>+Thla exceedingly interesting statement, with tho communication from E. N

Y referred to, nro taken from tho March number of Uuman Naiurt, pub
uued by Burna, London,
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shoulder. He quietly advanced to tho centre of tho
apartment, and 1 felt myself irresistibly impelled to rise
and approach him. When we met, we cordially embraced
each other, ax dear friends who meet after a long absence.
On my part, | was (then) ignorant of tho cause, although
1 felt as if 1 had a dear brother, from whom | need hide
nothing. *

After the first blissful sensations were toned down,
the foliowing'convorsation ensued between us.

Myself—* It is strange, dear friend, and 1 feel you
are a dear ono, that you and 1, who have never before
met, should be so attracted ; for | never felt myself so
drawn towards another in the whole course of my exist-
ence as | am towards yourself.”

Ho.—* My dear Brother, it is not strangle!| We hare
met before. Many a long year have | been ever near
you ; and, assisted by others, have been helpful to you
in your interior nafoldmcnt.”

“ But what reason had you for attaching yourself to
me ?”

He.—* That 1 will explain anon ; you must now seek
to clear tho mind of the undefined shadow that rests
upon it.”

Myself—""True. Tho shadow, if it can be so called,

is this,—1 feel myself changed, elevated, and also con-
scious that my work on earth is but partially completed.
Am | entirely separated from tho sphere of my labours,
consequent upon this interior elevation? 1 know tho
higher can descend to the lower; but will not tho lower
repel the higher, and so render the descent a useless
waste of time ?—I1 hope 1 am not separated from my
work: and yet | fear 1 am. Enlighten me on this point,
1 pray you.”

He.—* Dost thou not feel an attraction encircling
tlice? Analyse thy sensations calmly, and trace whence
the attaction comes.”

.»,1 travelled backward to the scone of my first life. |
felt within, the strong desire to elevate these 1 loft
behind. 1 had a clear conception that Intelligence rules
all existence, and that Intelligence suffers nothing to
exist, unless it be useful. Thus reasoning, I know there
must bo some moans whereby my desire could bo grati-
fied, and 1 said to my Brother—

“How can | compass the moans which 1 perceive
must exist? How can | approach these upon the planet
whence | came ; for I am conscious of another existence
away from that planet; because what | now behold
would be impossible thereon.

He replied—* Como with mo, my Brother, and | will
introduce you to the rest of our circle; you shall then
receive a practical exposition of how you can fulfil the
animating desire of your soul.”

We arose from tho couch upon which wo had boon
seated, and passing between tho curtains, which opened
at our approach, wo passed onward through a corridor,
at tho end of which | observed a landscape surpassing in
beauty and grandeur all that I hnve over seen or con-
ceived.

Before us was an open plain interspersed with trees,
shrubs, flowers, and streamlets; and away in the far
distance rose up, like undulating waves of the grand
ocean, bright anil verdant mountains, dimly seen over
the tops of which was the outline of what appeared to be
a city, bathed in a calm, subdued light. Over our heads
was a bright blue atmosphere, clear as the noonday
sky, and a spirit-sun cast its soft, golden light around,
bathing every object in a flood ef celestial glory.

Immediately lacing the deerway of the corridor, and
at some two hundred paces distant, was a circular grove
ef feathery trees tapering towards their tops, and bend-
ing towards the centre—forming a deme of emerald
brightness. Reclining in different attitudes within the
circle, were many, to me, then, strangers.

Immediately my Brother, who preceded me, had an-
nounced my coming, they all rose to their feet, and
ranging themselves in a triple circlet, received me into
their midst, with much joy and congratulation.

When the enthusiasm consequent upon my reception
had somewhat subsided, my conductor asked silence, and
briefly recounted to them the history of my change; and
hew I had been conveyed, still sleeping, to the apart-

ment in which 1 awoke. The scene about me was soul-
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stirring; and while | was gazing in wonder around,
strange, half-forgotten memories arose : faces and ideas
that | saw around me seemed more like old friends (for
faces here reflected ideas) than new ones ; and yet | had
no distinct recollection of at any time whatever exchan-
ging a word with any who were there. The President, or
Guide of the circle, observing the slight shades of per-
plexity which were coursing over my mind like clouds
before the summer's sun, motioned me to approach him.
Said he—““My Brother, gaze well around thee, and try
if thou can'st not recall from the deep recesses of thy
memory the duplicate of the friends you now see here
in person.” And e'en as | commenced to roll back the
curtain of my memory, one by one their counterparts
came to view, as train after train of ideas were« aroused
and passed before my sight; then, involuntarily, | turned
around, and found that each idea was the shadowing of
a leaf of one or the other of their minds, hike a flood
of new light, tho consciousness then flowed through my
being, that my humble earthly efforts had been guided
by minds far superior to mine; and | felt again—as we"
all must feel, sootier or later—a child entering into llie
broad fields of wisdom.

The brother who had conducted me (Apolctha his
name) approached our president, and in a calm, respect-
ful manner, intimated to him that | was desirous of
obtaining the knowledge whereby ! should he enabled to
return to the planet Barth, and continue my part in the
work of the universal elevation of the human family.

Before proceeding further, let me hero say a few words
in reference to the conduct of the individual members of
the circle. Our President, Guide, or Sage—-call him
what you will-—was one whose every motion was the

harmonious beat which inwardly responded to that
sweet cadence which was echoing all around. His mien
was noble, but ho was as simple as a child,—kind alike

to those who stood next him in knowledge, as to the
humblest who formed tho happy brotherhood; hence,
instead of servile submission to all bis desires, there was
the ready acquiescence of trustful loving children to a
wise and virtuous parent; and truly could they write
the proverb in letters of gold—* In honor, preferring
one another.” Would that the perfect images of such
societies glistened like diamonds upon the face of your
earth!

To enable mo to accomplish my desire to revisit the
Earth, four members composing our band, besides my
conductor, advanced from the main body: Two of them
wore of the samo character; the third less porfect in his
movements ; tho fourth still less: yet, though standing
on different plains of mentality, they were each animated
by the samo loving desires.

T}ie two who were of the highest grade were appointed
to Be (whatyou would call) body-guards to myself: The
one next in dogreo was to render them any assistance
they might require: The other accompanied tho excur-
sion to enlargo and improve his mind. They were all
placed under the guidance of Apoletha, who received his
instructions from our Chief.

When all was nrrangod, we rose upward, and appeared
to pass outward into the realms of space. Gradually the
glorious landscape faded from my sight, and, for the first
time, 1 found myself floating in the boundless ocean of
space. How can | describe the delightful feeling that
circled through me. How can | convey to you with
sufficient clearness tho sensations | experienced during
this, to mo, novel and superior mode of travelling?
Only by the experienced can this joyous state bo under-
stood, and they alone can say—* Time and space are
not.”

Suddenly | observed away in tho far distance a tiny
twinkling star, to which we soon approached. As we
passed it, it blazed out in magnitude superior to the sun
of pur system.. Apoletha informed mo, that when wo
arrived at a point whence a line could bo struck to tho
polar centre ofit, its distance from us would bo 85,000,000
English miles, and that it was the centre of one of the
inner systems of tho fifth circle of suns, which system
occupied just twice the space of that to which the Earth
belongs. By this time another bright twinkling star
came into view, encircling which was a wide area, or
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circular sea of magnetic light, revealing internally tho
same relative gradations of colour as did the star itself.
1 inquired its name of Apoletha, and he told me that it
was the solar centre of the system to which tho earth
belongs. By this time its proportions were distinctly
seen, when, looking away to the right into the depths
beyond, 1 observed a small, tremulous light come
smoothly rolling along. Directly Apoletha saw it, he
changed our course, and all descended in an oblique
direction, and by that means drew near to the little orb
which gradually revealed to our eyes its spiritual life)
and once again, | stood upon the planet Earth- But
how changed was the view since my short absence—how
dark and cloudy all things were,—the gloom being fit-
fully illuminated here and there by flickering ray» of
spiritual light, which, though ever struggling to expand
themselves, but seldom succeeded, through the want of
associated effort among mankind. 1 saw the people of
earth crowding hither and thither in their search for
wealth, and material reputation, stooping down and sel-
dom or never rising beyond their mouths: goodnnd holy
were many called, but they were dark and cloudy within.
| saw that many.a patient, plodding tiller of the noil—
that many of the servants of the rich and so-called great,
were in themselves brighter and purer, than their ruler»:
and, ns 1 looked, tears of pity fell from mo, and deep
thrills of sympathy for suffering humanity, coursed
I hrough my nature. 1 wept for the ignorance and misery
| saw around me. Apoletha said, “ Weep not, Brother!
at these sad scenes, there is endless labour yet for thee."
Sorrowfully 1 replied, ““How can 1 raise them now!
For too truly do I find they have ears, but they hear
not; they have eyes, but they see not:; they have under-
standing, but they understand not. | cannot speak to
them as | was wont: | cannot write and distribute my
views as | did on earth!” Here again 1 felt my child-
hood's simplicity was revealed by the reply ho mado.—
“““lIgnorance is the causo of error." You are ignorant
how to communicate with your brethren in tho flesh,
hence the error into which you have fallen.” 1 felt tho
reproof, and bowed myself in silence, reproved by mino
own words-

This occurred in the midst of your busy city London.

We now ascended from our level and passed onwards
until wo found ourselves among a fresh people, where all
things were strange and new to me; but swiftly camo
the nows to my brain, “ You are in the land of freeden!"t
Said my guide to me, “ Follow! and 1 will now show
you how the immortals speak with the mortals.”

By a process which | will describe another time, wo
passed into tho house, and to an upper chamber, whore,
seated around the room, were about twenty brethren of
both sexes. Instantly my inner nature responded to the
stream which flowed upward from them ; for they had
met for the purpose of obtaining instruction and advico
from the inner or spiritual life. Apoletha, throwrng
aside his robe, advanced to a young man who was sitting
in the centre of the group ; and, aftor he had performed
some manipulations around his brain, I observed tho
image of the young man riso from himself and repose,
peacefully sleeping, at a short distance ; then the sphere
around Apoletha also enveloped the body to which that
imago belonged, and the “ medium ” (as you would call
him, and as | learnt such were) poured forth, under
Apolotha's complete control, a flood of instructive elo-
quence, which was as dow to tho thirsty souls. At tho
conclusion of the address, mortals and immortals separ-
ated,—each refreshed and invigorated by their respective
work.

Then Apoletha, turning to me, said, “ You havo had

sufficient for the time, Brother, we will return to our
home, and again seek tho advice of our Chief and

Brotherhood, as»to the best mode of procedure to ensuro
your success.

By tho same means that wo descended—tho uso of our
Will—we ascended, passing through your solar Hystom
and several others in our upward course, till wo again
alighted in tho Summerland of the Second-sphere.

* Alpha, p. 101. ) America.
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PART n.

“Cnn such things bo, and overcome us like a summcr'e-cloud,

without our BpCSBwrondcr ?—Macbeth.
A 1ofty grove of trees, which united their feathery
brandies, formed a long avenue where the studious mind
could meditate in calmness and peace. Slowly down the
grove | paced, thinking of the sights and scenes F had
lately witnessed, and endeavoring to form some plan by
which the evils! knew to exist might be removed. But
it must bo one, I thought, more elaborate'than any |
had yet conceived. Plan after plan passed slowly
through my mind; but 1 could not bring myself to
accept any one of them; when, sad and dejected, |
raised my eyes and saw my friend and brother Apoletha
approaching. “Why so sad, Brother ?” said he. “ Come
hence with me: a council of advanced Sages is to bo
held, and our circlet has summoned a general meeting.”
1 followed him, and met the others of our company, upon
whoso faces a pleasurable anxiety wns depicted.

When all was ready, we commenced our journey
towards the distant city I have previously mentioned,
which, as ho approached, and it became more plainly
discernible, appeared moro like a Temple than a City.
Woec did not enter it, but passed to its left side. 1 now
became conscious of*a still greater elevation, internally
and externally, than 1 had yet experienced; and what
surprised mo still more was, that upon looking back, I
saw our home surrounded by its groves, at some con-
siderable distance beneath us.

We were at this time passing over what appeared to
be the brow of a mountain ; and around us, on all sides,
blossomed flowers of every hue, filling the whole atmos-
phere with their fragrant odour. The sides of the moun-
tain, which sloped gently downward, and terminated in
a broad and open plain, formed a vast amphitheatre,
which was dotted here and thoro with groups sitting,
standing, or reclining, whoso countenances beamed with
love and happiness. Immediately upon our entering
their midst, they all rose to their feet, and bending their
gaze towards us, extended their right hands, and greeted
us thus, “ Welcome the circlet of Renethad!” To this
greeting, Renethad, our chief, responded on behalf of
the circlet.

Gazing across the plain 1 saw a large Temple. Pre-
sently, there issued from its doors four young men
(whom, | have sinco been told, wore of thoso who lived,
but to breathe, upon your earth, and then passed upward;
and that their stage of spiritual development was re-
tained for the service of the sphere.) When tlioy had
remained stationary a few moments, they spoke as fol-
lows :—Tho Teachers are ready’: the' Temple is ready:
Let those who will, to the fountains draw nigh, that all
trees may bo watered, and none wither and die! Como,
come, come!”’

In answer to tho request of the heralds, we arose;
and, separating into throo divisions, wended our way to
the temple, to which there were three entrances; these
at their terminations gave access to three tiers of seats
rising in a semi-circle around €F interior of tho build-
ing.

The door at tho left hand gave access to the floor of
tho Temple. Tho centre door opened to tho seats
immediately above. The right hand entrance admitted
to the highest tier.

The scats were a species of raised work, principally
Howers emblematical of the interior development of the
occupier; and through each tier ran a grain of colour.
The lowermost tier was red, bright spiritual red; tho
tier above, was a bright golden hue, slightly tinged at
the edge with greon; tho upper tier was of tho hue of
the violet.

Pacing the tiers was a description of ornamental work,
chiefly composed of fowers twined and twisted to form
seats ; three of which woro side by side at tho top, and
Menty-one others in a semi-circle beneath.

Th? threo topmost were for tho teachers of the three
Divisions; (each division was divided into seven circles.)
Tlie twenty-one scats below were for the twenty-one
teachers of the Circles. The whole was surmounted by
the se”t of the Father of the sphere.

On that portion of the floor immediately facing the
platform not occupied by seats, wns an immense crystal
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vase. Springing from the interior of this vase were
numerous rare flowers, and trailing down its outside, was
a graceful creeping vine, of a kind that I had not before
seen.

lo the centre of the platform, close toward the front,
stood a raised desk supported by two pillars, one on
each side, and composed of a material that can only lie
described as condensed light. Between the supports of
the desk was a banner of a light silky material, blue in
colour, and fringed with silver, in tho centre of which
was imprinted a crimson heart flaming, the tip of the
fame supporting a pair of scales; at tho bottom of the
heart wns a brilliant golden crown and sceptre—a pic-
ture symbolising the guiding principles of the Council:
or, Wisdom. Justice, and Love.

A deep silence now ran through the vast assembly, for
the Chief had risen, and was descending from his elevated
position to occupy tho desk; whence, in a speech
remarkable for its concentration, he stated tho objects
of the meeting in language of great forco and beauty.

The objects, as stated by him, were briefly these.—

Firstly,—That as the leaven from the Angel World
had permeated the vast mass of Western civilisation, tho
attention of this association, combined with the means
at its disposal, should be diverted to the opposite section
of the earth; taking, as its first point, tho English
nation; nfterwards, traversing Franco, Germany, and
Prussia; thence penetrating the more northern lands,
reviving in a cortain sense their ancient legendary tradi-
tions.

Secondly,—That the aim of this concentration, should
be to establish the new dispensation of Intellect. by
which means alone it is possiblo to awaken humanity to
the miseries around it

Thirdly,—That as this association is in possession of
certain knowledge, it is recommended to the considera-
tion of its members, that when the objects before men-
tioned have been achieved, tho collective mass of the
spiritual Intelligences shall unite themselves with tho
Western legions of Progress; as tho conditions of tho
western legions on both sides of the “ River” will then
render such union possiblo and desirablo.

Lastly—Tho object of this combination, shall bo to
effect a resurrection of tho mystical countries surroun-
ding tho equatorial regions.

lo nis concluding remarks, the President announced
that the Delegates from the various circles would bring
before the meeting tho idea of the several circles, in
relation to tho several plans of action mentioned.

The Delegates representing the lower circlos spoke
frat; each speaking from the vacant rostrum, for tho
Chief had resumed his original position. Tho intent of
this being, that each grade of Intelligences should pre-
sent its remarks entirely from its own plane, to prevent
ah appropriation of ideas proceeding from minds superior
to its own. Tho effect of this regulation was to cause
tho various minds to exhibit their capacity to tho fullest
extent; and as every statement was received as the
speaker’s highest conception of tho subject under discus-
sion, there were no falso feelings of superiority excited
in tho. minds of any present, since all knew that indi-
vidual progress is eternal. ~

Of tho further deliberations of tho Council it is not
my intention now to speak : suffice it to say, that from
its' assemblage to its dissolution, tho space analogous to
six months had elapsed ; and many changes, by advance-
ment of its members, had been effected.

The numboi attending this Council was about equal
to tho population of London ; but throughout the vast
gathering not one single instance of disturbed harmony
occurred. # . - - - - -

Tho effects of the deliberations of this association will
not bo soon on earth for some years to come; and pre-
vious to their being known, wo will endeaveur to com-
municate through this “ medium ” a series of papers in
reference thereto.

Commending this brief narration of my “ Spiritual

Advent” to all, for thoughtful consideration, | over re-
main Humanity’s brother in “ Love and Intelligence.”

Edwd. N. Dennys.
September 25th, 1870.
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MRS. HARDINGE'S CREED.

Mbs 11ardixoe closed her long and eminently success-
ful series of Sunday services at the Cleveland Hall,

London, on the 30tli April. The attendance increased
steadily to the last, and latterly contained more stran-
gors and persons of intellect and culture. In her Lecture
on tho “Science of Life,” delivered on March 26, she
thus gave expression to a form of belief:—

“1 believe in God, the great and all-pervading soul of
tho universe, tho intolligential mind from whom proceeds
all life and being, whom we the finite can never com-
prehend, but whose attributes disclose to us in life and
Doing that ho is supremely good, infinitely wise, un-
limited in powor, ever present; the universal sympa-
thetic mind of whom we area part, whose life is our
life, whose spirit is our inspiration, in‘'whom we live and
move and have our being.

“1 believe in man the creature, as an immortal being,
proceeding from a mystery, the origin of which wo can-
not measure any more than we can comprehend the
immensity of God, but whoso destiny is vaguely fore-
shadowed to us in various forms of revelation—the
revelations written in the human heart, the revelations
implanted in tho longing aspirations for continued exist-
ence, and a perpetual succession of revelations through
the inspiration of seers, prophets, inspired and excep-
tional beings, and the direct manifestation of immortal
beings themselves.

“ 1 bolieve in good and evil-—good, as tho only positive
law of life designed by the infinite Mind for us to travel
in ; good as tho supreme conoucror and ultimate end of
being: evil, as the result of blindness, imperfection, and
the absolute nature of a rudimental state of existence.

“ 1 believe in progress now and for ever, demonstrated
by all the works of God, proved in tho present, fore-
shadowed in tho future, and therefore confirming my
belief in tho ultimato supremacy of God and the final
conquest of evil. | believe that the object and purpose
of mortal life is to teach us, by discipline, suffering, and
all the varieties imposed upon us in what we call life, to
conquer evil and attain tho higher good.

“ 1 believe in communion with the immortal spirits of
men passed on before; 1 believe that this communion
under favourable, circumstances has ever oxisted, but,
through the discovery of God's laws in scientific princi-
ples, is enlarged and extended in this modern age, is
continually improving, and designed by God to demon-
strate tho actual facts of immortality, and the results of
good and evil.

“ This is my faith.”

At tho concluding oration, delivered on April 30, Mrs
Hardingo read the following

SPIRITUAL COMMANDMENTS.

OIVEN BY THS SPIRITS THROUGH HER HAND THE PREVIOUS DAY.

I-—Thou shalt search for truth in every department of being__
test, prove, and try if what thou deemest it troth, and then accent
it ns the Word of God.

11-—Thou sham condone the search for fruth all thy life, and

never cease to test, prove, and try all that thou deemest to bo
truth.

111.—Thou Bhalt search by every htytinabia means for t"c taw«
that underlie all life and being; thou shalt strive to comprehend
these laws, live in harmony with them, and make them tho laws
of thine own life, thy rale and guide in all thine actions.

I\VV.—Thou aoalt net follow tho ehomplr of etof man or set of
men, nor obey any teaching or accept of any theory as thy rule of
life that is not in strict accordance with thy highest sense of right,

V. —Thoo sholt remember that a wrong done to the teahe of thy
fellow-creatures is a wrong done to all; and thou shalt nevor com-
mit a wrong wilfully and consciously to any of thy fellow-mhut
nor connive at wrong done by others without striving to prevent
or protesting against it.

VI.—Th— ahall ncketowlarw all mn"t, hgk>g, thiolk, on
speak, to bo exactly cqunl to thino own ; and all rights whatso-
ever that thou dost demand, thou shalt ever accord to others.
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VIl.—Thou shals not notd tllytthf bound to loot, or toociato
with those that are diflrfthful or repulsive to thee; but IB—
sBoll be held bound to treat such objects of dislike with eealleness,
crurlesf, and justice, nnd never suffer thy nntiptlhinn to make
thee ungentle or unjust to any living creature.

VIIl.—Thou hhals ualr regard the rights, inSciatis, stid wn'lfwe
of the many as superior to those of the one or the few; and in
cases where tBy welfare' or that of thy friend is to be bonranee
rgrlasl that of society, thou shalt sacrifice thyself or friend to the
welfare of tho mrtf.

IX. —Thou TI™t Ixt alredicot to tnc kwh ot the oanh tn ndicn
thou dost reside, in all IShiis which do not conflict with thy
highest sense of right.

X. Thy-dirM and Inst duty upon earth, and all through thy life,
shall lie to seek for the principles of right, and to live them out to
the utmost of thy power ; and whatever creed, precept or example
confids with lhrfe principles, thou shalt snua nnd reject, ever
remembering that the lows of right are—in morals, justice. ; in
science, harmony ; in religion, the fatherhood op God, the
brotherhood of Max, the immortality of the human soul, and
crmpenf/tirn nnd retribution for the g'nod or evil done on earth.

THE TEN LAWS OF RIGHT.

|.—Teateraxce in aliitlngh, whewhe physinfl menme, mortl
tifnctirtrl, or religious.

11.—Ji—rICEtoE~crentuets thilt h—jestiurtcieg the Chech«!
of precisely the some rales of life, conduct, or speah that we
would desire to receive from others.

. . —Gentieness ia Sp”*cep and and—covon nrhdlheey woyi<V
ing the feelings of athers by harsh words or deeds; never dlrlite
or eestrryite tledl thot.grettdes, stre for the pur”nses of su-
tetonce or self-defence.

IV.—TR-ritin ever;i wonl _or ehouthl u"t"ksg oe nctod; dd;
reservrtirn of darsd @ ltplna'ite truth where they would need-
lennlf wrlte the feeling of others.

. V. —Charitcn—t"'rit"™Mr" ydi'ngdo tldvlog, toexcrBa cde faB-
ing of rldern; chaity in speech, veiling i8¢ foilings of rlherl;
O in deeds, wherever, whenever, and to whomsoever the
opportunity offers.

_ VI.—ALASOivnta—GAting tin: Hhe acd a>mnorting tde anicten
in every shrpe thrt our mettn admit of rnd 18c necessities of our
fellrw-nrerlures demand.

\6II.—.SE E—"FlUFHN‘,leereher vdr intaresisas otoera are to
be benefited by our dtdlrotce. _ o )

VIll.—Teaierate etk fitet ielceecot eio rilwr aw rigdr, md
protest reritst wrong, whether for rirndlrdn or rtdirn.

IX. —ixpuvTRYinfcigairn ow%j U_Ir%/gw%mtw bn rytbid [gt
or in ddrrtite st prrtlrn of our tirrie; when otherwise no
obliged to do so, to 18 nerrind rnd benefit of rldarn.

X.—Low—abave bod brtend on tirtkis, to mUivato ut eui
own families, kindred, friends, nnd amongst oll mankind edtdrrllf
the spirit of 18l true nnd ldtdcr Irdd wBicB can think, spark, and
act no wrong to rny nreolura living; remembering_always thrt
where Irre is, oll the rlder principles of right ora fulfilled gdteold
its influence and ambreied in its mrnlllrtn.

Wa ndruld ever hold the obrvd-ntoled principles of right to ba
rgliertorf upon oll man, os they arc the eedlctirnn evrlddd from
the lows of geine, ond therefore”in strict drrmrnf with the eiritd
order of nreolirt. All views of science ore dependent on dlmoa
intelligence nnd 18c Itfrlemntls of ittdllectlrl knowledge. All
views of Iddolrgf arc dependent upon intuitive perceptions, frith,
or testimony eerivde from volying sources—ddtne, mtn's opinions
nrnneraite “science nnd Ideolrgf tra subject to nhraee, and .de
petedtt on the clrnimntrnces of tolirtalflf, itlelldntlol rritite
or incidents penllior to perrnn”l exparieanes ; but the religion of
right, Itrralitf nnd Irre, and the commandments of  lifg'-dIIf,
Orlgitolite from tho flteomdtlol principles inherent in life ote
gaiae, crn never ndoted until mon ceoscs to ba, or the hormanies
of the Itirersd ora themselves choteed or atnidiloted.

There IS NO Snare more dangerous to busy and excur-
sive minds than the cobwebs of petty inquisitiveness,
which entangle them in trivial employments and minute
studies, and detain them in a middle state between the
tediousness of total inactivity and the fatigue of laborious
efforts. Tho necessity of doing something, and the fear
of undertaking much, sinks the historian to a genealo-
gist, the philosopher to a journalist of the weather, and
the mathematician to a constructor of dials.”—Deo.

Johnson.
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THE EDITOR OF THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF PHOTO-
GRAPHY, ON DARK CIRCLES & SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHS.

A« a recent diecuBaion in London, Mr. J. T. Taylor,
Editor of the British Journal «F Photography, made the
following remark«:— -

“ Much ha« been said concerning the suspicion that
must necessarily attach to dark Ounces, and some have
unthinkingly averred that what has been alleged to have
been effected in the dark, could, if it were true, also be
done in the light. These, however, who make such a
statement have but a very sunerficial acquaintance with
the nature and power of light. In the meantime, and
pending the efforts now being made to discover the law
under which spirits can, with the majority of physical
mediums, manifest better in darkness than in light, let
me observo that in such a matter-of-fact science as
chemistry, light is recognised as a powerful agent in in-
ducing change. For example, if | form iodide of silver
iu a room from which light is excluded, it will differ in a
most important degree from that formed in even a feebly
lighted room; if I mix together chlorine and olefiant
gas in a glass globe or bottle, thoy will remain together
so long as thoy are kept in the dark, but the instant that
light, even that from a luminous taper, is allowed to fall
upon the mixture, thoy combihe chemically with a loud
explosion like the report of a pistol. 1f pure chloride of
silver be sealed in a glass tube, and then be exposed to
light, it will acquire a violet colour, but if it bo taken in
a dark room, it will regain its white colour; even the
influence of a beam of sunlight in putting out a fire is
recognised by many. Now seeing that these things are
so, how absurd it is for people to prate with a volubility
in the inverse ratio of their knowledge, about the condi-
tions under which spiritual forco should be exerted.
The superficial wits of 50 years ngo indulged in unre-
strained merriment at the bare idea of the light radiated
from a human figure ever being able to record the
appearance of that figure, and yet photography is now a
recognised and widely practised branch of science.
Somo experiments of a scientific nature made by mo,
warrant me in asserting that it is by no means impossible
that the presence of a spirit form, eithor in a dark or a
light room, may yet be rendered visible to the ordinary
eye of sense. The reason for this will be discovered in
the following, to which 1 invite special attention. Light,
as many of you are aware, possesses a threefold property:
that of rendering material bodies luminous, that of heat-
ing, and that of inducing chemical change. Now it is
possible to so separate these properties as to fill a room
with one to the exclusion of the others. For example, |
could flood a chamber with light taken directly from the
sun, which should be quite luminous, permitting us to
see every object as we could outside of the house, and
yet which should have all the chemical power entirely
abstracted. No chemical phenomenon depending upon
the agency of light, such as the taking of a photograph,
could possibly take place in such a light. Then, con-
versely, 1 can flood a cluiij*ber with light which to our
eyes shall be total darkness. Tho room may bo so dark
as to render it utterly impossible to distinguish any
object whatever, even a white object on a black ground,
and yet that room shall bo so luminous, in a chemical or
actinic sense, as to permit the persons sitting there to
be photographed. To tho eye of the camera tho room
shall be full of light. When 1 have leisure to resume
investigation into the physics of Spiritualism, | purpose

trying some experiments which | expoct will provo
exhaustive. ”
RECOGNITION OF SPIRITUALISM IN HIGH

SCIENTIFIC QUARTERS.

The report of the distinguished trio of philosophers,
Professor Crookes, Dr. Huggins and Sergeant Cox,

respecting the manifestations of Spiritualism, will have

a great effect upon the public, and especially upon that
large section of it which defers altogether and exclusively
to the views of men of long established orthodox repu-
tation. This report having only arrived immediately
prior to our going to press, precludes any lengthened
reference to its contents at present. We commend itto
our readers' best attention.
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A SEANCE WITH MISS KATE FOX

(As described by Mr. Whitten, on his recent visit to Amen %)

“ Tuesday, June 1st—As | have to describe to-day
the most remarkable circumstances in regard to Spirit-
ualism that we have yet witnessed, it will be well per.
haps to inform you more particularly concerning the
uses of mediums, or those persons, male or female,
through whom the actions of other beings are mani-
fested and transmitted.

“ The spirits assert that there is a certain emanation
or effluvium possessed by mediums, which they— tho
spirits—can condense, and with it form a temporary
material covering for their spirit-hands, with which they
can touch mortals, play musical instruments, draw, write,
knock, and convey tables and other objects about tho
room. This temporary covering, however, does not last
long, and hence it is that hands and figure are seen
only for a brief space and then vanish. Mediums have
this effluvium, if | may so call it, in a greater or loss
degree. \When the power is strong in the medium, tho
more lasting and perfect are the spirit-forms; and, in
s'ime cases, not hands only, but the full figure of the
spirit-form becomes visible to mortals. The spirits also
assert that their spirit-forms are like, but of a less gross
nature than, tho bodies they left in this world ; and
hence it is that Mumler, the photographer, produces
spirit-photographs. 1 have seen many of these pictures,
and in some.the features are quite perfect, in others it is
a mere shade of no definite form, anil this arises from
the medium not always being in “good power,’ the term
used by Mr. Foster, when wo visited him. It is not
always the best educated persons who possess the great-
est mediumistic power; and, to some extent, Spiritual-
ism has been ridiculed because of the medium’s want of
good breeding and gentle manners; and from this cir-
cumstance, and others equally untenable, the sceptical
have attempted to explain the phenomena by reference
to some law of nature or wild theory, compared with

which Spiritualism is clear and simple. For, 1 would ask,’
by what law of nature, or codo of figures, or scientific

theory, can we account for the messages communicated
through mediums, conveying from the departed comfort
and hope to thg bereaved on earth, certainty to tho
doubters of the truth of the future state, and giving
truthful information, with dates ot past events, of which
the mediums positively know nothing, as was proved in
our interviews with Mr. Foster and Mr. Mansfield.

“ Miss Kate Fox is the most powerful medium in the
world, so far as is known. There is jealousy even among
mediums, but all give the palm to her. She is quite
young—three or four and twenty, at the outside—of
great simplicity of mannor, and entirely free from, affec-
tation and pretence. \WWo obtained an introduction to
her, through Mr. Livermore, a retired banker of New
York, and we wore invited to a seance at tho private
residence of Mr. Townsend, a member of the legal pro-
tcsslea, in Madison Avenue. Our parjy consisted of
Miss Kato Fox, Mr. Livermore, Mr. Townsend, and our
three selves. AVo proceeded upstairs, to the second
floor, and entered a furnished room, lighted with gas—
tho windows, on account of the heat, being wide open.
In the middle of the room was a round table in two
parts, apparently a dinner table with the inner parts
removed. There wore besides various articles of furni-
ture——chairs, a sofa, a book-case, ornaments, pictures,
Ac., and on the round table was a musical box, with a
small handle on the top for turning the mechanism
within ; it was about as largo as a bound volume of
London Society, and weighed three to four pounds. Wo
took our scats at tho table in no particular order, each
one sitting where he liked; and when so arranged wo
placed our hands on the table so that they touched those
of our neighbours, and thus formed a 'circle.’ Tho
object of this was that all might be convinced that what-
ever might happen, it would be produced without the
agency of any ono prcseat. Wo wore barely seated,
when the rappings commenced; our feet and kneea wore
touched—not pushed as by an inanimate object, but
gra«ped by a soft yet firm hand. Various questions
were asked aloud by Miss Fox, as if addressed to living

beings, and replies came to all in raps, ‘yes’ or ‘no,




160

according to the question put. All long and important
messages or replies w'ero communicated by means of tho
alphabet, which when required wore called for by the
spirits by knocking in some peculiar manner, which
from practice wasz familiar to the medium, who several
times during viheWonce, on hearing a knock, would say
enquiringly, * The alphabet? or “You want the alpha-
bet ?” and the words were scarcely spoken, when ‘ Yes'
was replied, by three smart raps on tlie table ; then the
medium, without producing any written or printed
characters, repeated the letters of the alphabet—A. B,
c, Ac. until stopped by three quick raps; the letter
last spoken was then written down, and she recommenced
from the beginning, until again stopped, which letter
was in like manner written down, nnd so on, until a
word, ami then a wholo sentence, was spelled out. The
process, though seemingly slow, is not so, for, from prac-
tice, the medium, when two or three letters arc given,
anticipates the word intended, aud speaks it aloud, and
if correct, ‘ Yes ' is indicated by three raps, or * No’ by
one. Very many messages and replies to questions
were communicated to us during tho evening in this
manner; many, too, from departed relatives, repeating
or confirming what we had learnt through the medium-
ship of Mr. Foster and Mr. Mansfield, and being in
every respect as intelligent and satisfactory as any
document written by a human band.

“ More than once, some of the party had to change
seats, the ‘circle’ not being complete ; and the spirits
having intimated that, if possible, they would make their
presence visible to us, the gas was lowered without being
actually put out. In afew moments the musical box
began playing irregularly, as if turned by the fingers of
a child; then there was a alight grating on the table,
and wo heard the box playing while floating in tho air—
sometimes near us, actually touching our heads, then
lying on the sofa or the floor, and up at the ceiling, or
beneath the table at our foot. Wo all sat without mov-
ing to detectany sound in tho room; but not tho slight-
est rustle was heard, boyond the tune of tho musical
box. 1 sat next to Miss Fox, and am certain that she
moved neither hand nor foot. We had been sitting thus
for about an hour, when a message came to ‘open the
table.” This, wo were informed, was preliminary to the
spirits being seen. Tho ends of the table were drawn
apart some six or eight inches, and we again placed our
hands so that they touched our neighbours on oither
side, nnd having sat a short time in perfect silence,
waiting and listening, there came from the opening in
the tablo bright luminous bluish lights, phosphorescent
in character; sometimes they were undefined and like a
bluish-grey mist, at others they were of a globo or egg
shape, In which case the light was more condensed anc
bright, and was Burroundea by a cloudy light, which fol-
lowed its movement about our heads until it vanished.
The most definite forms, including the surrounding
light, were about half-a-yard in diameter; they floater
with soft and grncoful Bpced from one point to another,
and came so near as to touch our faces had we not
shrunk back sb the% approached. None of the lights
were visible longer than about a minute; two or three
came at once, and having floated awny at various points,
were succeeded by others equally mysterious and beau’
tiful, and of such a brightness as might have been Been
from any part of the room. We expressed a wish to see
a spirit-hand or form ; but the evening was not wholly
favourable for such a demonstration, nnd it was prom-
ised that our wish would bo complied with on another
occasion. More than once it was observed that as the
lights passed away they seemed to form a hnlo round
tho head, or hover near tho person of Miss Fox, and so
were lostto sight. Tho mance did not end hero; as
during the evening there was a remarkable communica-
tion in writing, purporting to be from Benjamin Frank-
lin, who has on several occasions been seen in spirit-
form by Miss Fox and others. Tho message now sent
was written by tho spirit"guiding Miss Fox’s hand, and
was transcribed backwards from the right to tho left of
the paper, which had to bo hold up to tho light and read
from the reverse side to make out its contents. The
writing was in ajiold, clear hand, totally distinct from
Miss Fox’s handwriting. She had ao knowledge of what
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was being written. She was talking to us the whole
ime, and, although it was dark, the. lines were as
egularly written from side to side as could be done in a
[ight, But this, remarkable as it was, ip less so tliaa
he appearance of the spirit lights. It is not uncommon
kor mediums to see spirits clearly ; but, so faras | am
wure, Miss Fox is tho only one whoso mediumistic
Bower is so great as to enable spirits to appear even as
we saw them. Before we separated, the musical box
was brought back to the table, the head of one of our
>artv being gently touched by it as it passed. We then
icard it reach the table, brought there by no human
hands.”

COMMUNICATIONS IN THE UNITED STATES.
Tre following extract« aro taken from Spirit answer«
received through some of the most distinguished women
media in the United States:—

Question.—Is tho spiritual body composed of elements
known to earthly scientists ?

A.—Tho substances of which the spiritual body is
composed aro as familiar to you as sunshine, air and
water; and yot, in tho absolute, there is only a portion
of these known to science. Chemistry has discovered
sixty or more primates—the underlying composites of
matter—and every year more are found. But there are
many powerful agents of which chemical analysis
can give no knowledge, becauso they exist in such
diluted quantities thnt they cannot be discovered by tho
student. Electricity, magnetism, the odour of the flower—
who can tell whence they come and whither they go?

Of the known material substances, as named by your
scientists, tho spiritual body is not made, but of the
unseen aura that is thrown out from all things it it
composed. It is as tho odour of the flower, as the life
that trembles in the leaf. Earthl¥ science knows a
great many things that it will not acknowledge, and does
not understand a great many things that it claims to.
The spiritual body is composed of elements that lie in a
realm which Bcienco as vet haB been afraid to enter.

Q.—What is the relative or absolute difference between
matter and spirit ?

A.—There is no such thing in the universo as a dis-
tinction between matter ana spirit; but there is a
distinction between matterand soul. Spirit is attenuated
matter, if you please—sublimated matter—matter that
it is not common for you to realizo with your outward
Benses.  Spirit is all that substance that floats in the
atmosphere, but is not discovered ; that gives life and
motion, but cannot bo distinctly determined. Chemistry,
tho microscope, the most subtlo experiment cannot
detect it, but it is there.  Spirit is sublimated matter, or
matter is aggregated spirit—whichever way you choose
to put it. But between soul and matter there is an
everlasting and absolute difference. Soul cannot be a
compound; it cannot be reckoned among tho primates
of matter—it is the primate of Nature. Spirit is the
extension of matter, or matter is the condensation of
Spirit.  That which is sublimated or refined in Nature,
is Spirit.  But when you talk of the soul, of the mind,
then it is a different thing. Mind cannot bo a combina-
tion—if so, it is Bubject to dissolution, change and death.
It is coexistent with eternity, and therefore like God.
Matter is inert, lifeless—has no power of organization
nnd soparato from law nnd mind. Mind, on tho con-
trary, has the primal faculty of existence, and expresses
itselfthrough matter to reach material existence. Matter
is acted upon—spirit or mind acts ; mind gives motion—
matter cannot move without it; tho combination of the
two produces life—without it tho formB of life could
nover be. Thus, when tho soul of man departs from his
body he is only inanimate matter ; so, take the soul out
of the universe, And chaos follows. Matter is a mass—
spirit is life; and except it were acted upon, there is no
power in matter to chango. Spirit, or mind, j» the acting
power. Thia is the difference.

Q.—Since God is infinite and unchanging, of what
benefit is prayer ?

A.—The expression of adoration or praise is not to
change God, nut to benefit ourselves. Devotion is as
natural as loving. When we wish to «ing we feel better



THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

do sing ; when we have a desire to do good, we feel
hettcr if we can do it.  1fyou were to say to a secluded
wsv»ide flower, “what u the use of your blossoming
»hen there is nobody to see you ?”-»-this is not the
auestion. The business of the flower is to grow and
t*row off upon the air its beautiful fragrance, ‘and then
its work is done. It is our business to be as perfect as
5)ossible_, unmindful of surrounding difficulties. If we
an do it bv performing good deeds.to others, that is
nrsver; ifwe can accomplish it by the aspiration that
les'ls us to come nearer to one another—because we are
then nearer the spirit of God—that is prayer. There-
fore. the use of prayer is that they who pray sincerely
grow when they are praying, and do not think of
changing God, but of changing themselves. In sin-
cerity of praver, there lies deep hidden in the heart
a desire to do good, which calls upon the faculties
to arouse and sustain the desire The capacity to act
sets in motion these feelings ; and thus commences the
work of prayer, or a change wrought by a strong desire
of the will to become better, sweeping rice from life,
simply by cultivating the capacity for good.

Q.—Can all the spirits of the departed at any time
visit the earth ?

A.—No, certainly not. Because they are the subjects
of a law which law is greater than themselves, and if the
law is against their coming, they must stay away until
the law and their wishes arc in conjunction.

Q.—Are those in the spirit-world subject to climatic
changes ?

A.—That we are subject to various influences analagous
to those in the mortal sphere is a truth which only a
disembodied spirit can understand and realize. But
those conditions of matter which belong to you would
have no effect upon us. We go under your water—it
docs not drown us ; through your fire—it does not burn
us; we remain in your intensely cold regions—we are
not frozen. The laws of Nature are so exact in all their
relations that, when the soul has ascended superior to
earthly matter, earthly matter becomes its servant and
not its master.

REVIBW.
Paul : An Ettay read before tbe Free Ditciution Society.

By Hokor.

The author of this brochure has evidently what is
'Higarly termed “a down” on the “great apostle,” and
does not conclude even his introductory paragraph ere
opening fire upon the obnoxious individual, by an asser-
tion to the effect, that the book of the Acts was not
vyntten bK the third evangelist but “ by an adherent—jif
not at the dictation of Paul.” By which it womd

book in question details a great deal of

caul n history—that David Garrick’s propensity for
writing his own critiques was not a uow idea. The
euthor goes on to establish this position, by alluding to
the direct contradiction between the 24tfi chapter of

uke and the 3rd to 12th verses of the 1st of Acts; the

rst making the ascension take place the same day as

> resurrection, the latter postponing it for forty days."

[ nutting, however, that the contradiction really exists,

e 'cry-next paragraph, taken together with an assertion

P<m the following page, completely demolishes any

~Nat may be based upon it; for there it is

on_the authority of St. Chrysostom, that ““the

ook of (Jjp waf) n(j£ genernlly received until the
fi J°ntuty > “nd then, referring to Mosheim, it is
1 'r JOr nmintained that the early fathers, through whose
11t " all documents must have come, “did not scruple

th* tofalsify, and to forgo—just what they
11 ProPer " Admitting this much, therefore, the
shin advanced to show the different author-

P ot Luke’'s gospel and the Acts goes for nothing.

~11, Melbourne.
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Three or four Wword fraudulentlr taken from, or altered
in, Luke, or a few sentences added to the Acts, are quite
sufficient to explain away the whole difficulty.

Fromone or two words, dropped upon page b. it would
seem that Hokor inclines to Uu> extraoruinarv belief of
the new testament Christ being a mere rechauffe of th
Hindoo messiah Kristna. The real parallel between the
two stories however, is about as demonstrable, as wa«
Fluellin's celebrated similitude existing between Mon-
mouth and Macedon, to wit. both had a river in them.
Kristna was born, and of a woman  So far the parallel
is complete enough relative to the two personage ¥ to
the entire human race. Here, however, except that there
is a massacre of young children—a thing not to be
wondered at under the circumstances and in Eastern
countries—and a flight—natural enough—at the birth
of both Kristna and Christ, all traces of similitude
between the two careers vanishes for ever.

This theory about Kristna is by no means the crown-
ing one in this, our author's latest production. He has
one for everything, and especially one to explain Paul's
reported visit to Arabia, supposing that the apostle made
this trip, as a consequence of finding himself unpopular
after the destruction of Jerusalem and the scattering of
the Jewish people; Jerusalem was destroyed in the
seventieth, and Paul died, at Rome, in the sixty-fourth
year of the Christian era. thus we hear the astounding
assertion the visit to Arabia was made by Paul, just six
years after Paul’s death. But the only evidence we have
of Paul having visited Arabia at all is found in his own
statement of the circumstance, and there be says, that
he went thither immediately after his miraculous conver-
sion, on the road to Damascus. He wa« going to this
city armed with authority from the high pnest who,
according to Hokor’s theory could have no existence, and
certainly no power, since his temple was destroyed,
and his nation scattered.

Hokor, however, gets out of this, and some few other
evident difficulties, by shifting the date of Christ's birth
about a quarter of a century forward. Matthew's gospel
ho says could not have been written until, at least, 54
yean after Christ's death, because it mentions xxiii. 35,
the death of Zacharias son of Barachiaa, who was killed
before the altar, whilst a person of that name is reported
by Josephus to have been killed in the Temple during
the siege of Jerusalem by Titus  Hokor will not accept
of the explanation, found in a foot note in Josephus, that
the person alluded to in Matthew, is the Zacharias,
mentioned in Chronicles—who icae killed before the altar
wfailo the one chronicled by Josephus ica< not—-because
the father of the first was not named Barachiaa, but
Johoida. If,Hokor will look into Josephus he will see
that a similar difficulty relative to the fathers name
exists with respect to the Zacharias of Josephus also.
Neither was he the son of Barachiaa but of Baruch. If
the dissimilarity as to the name of the parent ha» force
in pne instance, why not in the other ?

ut how does Hokor avoid the explanation which
his own words suggest ? If the gospels are so full of
interpolations and errors, and if they were not received
as genuine, until so many centuries after the death of
these supposed authors, what more probable than that
same editor or transcriber, finding a name such as
Zacharias, unaccompanied with that of the parent, and
remembering that Buch a man was once -lain in the
temple, whilst forgetful of the precise date, should,
influenced by a wish to “ do Christianity a service,” add
a word which has led to all the difficulty. We do not
adopt the idea of plenary inspiration, any more than doea
our author ; possibly we do not lay much stress upon his
statement relative to the interpolating propensities of
the fathers, but he does, it seems, the difficulty is his
not ours ; he himself has advanced the theory, and placed
it in the most prominent part of bis production. As
Frankenstein he is cleg/ly likely to become the victim of

bis own creation.
THOMAS HARRISON.

Tnx nerve which never relaxes, the eye which never
blanches, the thought which never wanders, these are
the masters of victory, nothing controls men so much as
the placid brow and untrembling lip.
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JUST PUBLISHED, “ Beyond the Gravo.” A Lec-
ture delivered at Castlomaine, by G. C. Leech,
Esq, BA. 12 pages 8vo. Price 2d.

Qtumtitiet for Distribution at a Considerable Reduction

~ Dealings with the Dead, With Instructions how to
Obtain and Hold Communions. Price 3d.

Country Agents :—

cattleman»—H. Bamford, Barker Street.
sandhurst—T. C. Southam, Pall Mall.
Pleatant Creek—Jas. M’Lean.

rlgents wanted for all parte of the Colony.

MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS

Devoted to Spiritualism, &c., on sale at
W.H. TERRY’S Book Depot, 96 Russell St., Melbourne

Human Nature. A Monthly Magazine.

The Philosophic and Scientific character of this Journal, and
the marked originality of thought displaﬁed by it« chief contribu-
tors have given it astanding throughout the world. It is eminently
unaectarian, and free from creetlal bias, its object apparently
being the discovery of truth. t rice 10d., 9«. per annum.

The Spiritual Magazine. A London Monthly,devoted
chiefly to Spiritualism.

Thin is the oldest English Magazine, and the original organ of
Spiritualism in England. Price 10<l., 9s. per annum.

The Medium and Daybreak. A London Weekly
Paper. Mail copies price 3d., Ship ditto, 2d.

This is an excellent paper, keeping the reader well posted up in

all the Spiritual News.

TnE (London) Spirituatist. A Monthly Paper, con-
taining interesting matter. Price 6d.

The Banner of Light. The leading American Spirit-
ual Paper, contains 40 columns of well written
Articles, Lectures, Facts, Experiences, and general
interesting matter. Weekly 6d., per anm. 25s.

The Heligio-Puilosophical Journal.) PubliBhedat

The Pbesent Auk.

Chicago, U.S.  Weekly 6d.

Paris Monthly. Is. 6d.

Revue 8piritualiste. Paris Monthly Is. 6d.

N.B.—Back numbers of Banner of Light, 3d per copy

The Revue Spirite.

CHEAP 1 COMPREHENSIVE WORKS ON SPIRITUALISM, XC.

The Spirituelte: Or directions in development. By
Abby M. Laflin Ferree. Is.

Drath and the After Life. Three Lectures by A.J.
Davis, together with A Voice from tho Summer
Land. 1». 6d., cloth 2s. 6d. Enlarged edition, with
Five additional Lectures, 2s. 6d. & 3s. 6d.

By Epsilon. 3d.

Six Lectures by Warren

Spiritualism in America.
The Gist OI Spiritualism.

Chase. 2s.
HOW and Why | Became a Spiritualist. By W. A
Danukin. = 3s. 6d.

Plain Guide to Spiritualism. By Uriah Clark. 5s.6d.

Modern Spiritual Manifestations. dl€ they in ac-
cordance with Reason and Past Revelation. Small
8vo., 68 pages, 1o.

The Ministry of Angels Realized.
ton. Is.

A Letter to the Chesnut Street Congregational
Church, in reply to its charge of having become a
reproach to the cause of truth, in consequence of a
change of religious belief. By J. S. Adams. 1b.

What is Spirituatism. A Lecture by T. G. Foster. jGd.

Professor Hare’s Lecture on Spiritualism, with

illustrations. Is.

Medliumship‘ its 1awb and conditions. By J. H.'Powell.

S.

Heaven Opened: Of Messages for the Bereaved from
our little ones in Glory. Cloth, Is. 3d. Paper, 6d.

TUST PUBLISHED, a Collection of 110 HYMNS

W and ANTHEMS, appropriate to Spiritualists, and

other UnBcctarian Congregations, selected by the Com-

mittee of the Melbourne Association. 16mo. Cloth

Is. 6d. Imn. Morrocco, 2s. 6d. By Post, 2d. extra.
W. H. TERRY, 96 Russell Street

By A. E. New-
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PHOTO-ART.
BATCHELDER & Co.

(Established 1854.J

EXECUTE Commissions in all branches of Photo-

graphic and Coloured Portraiture on moderate
See Specimen and References.

«1 COLLINS STHEET EAST.

terms.

Persons inquiring into SPIRITUALISM with a
desiro for truth, arc invited by Mrs. Jackson to visit
her at her Residence, 146 ELGIN STREET,CARLTON,
when she will be happy to givo them all the Information
and Assistance in her power.

The Australian Free Religious Press, 0N Sale, by
W. Il. TERRY, 96 Russell Street. Price Sd.

THOMAS TAYLOR,

HAM, BACON AND CHEESE FACTOR,
33, SWANSTON STREET,

™VI -n X. B O TT K

»T E5 .

JUST RECEIVED, ex “ Duke of Argyle,” from Lon-
don, all the latest English Works on Spiritualism,

&c. Also a largo assortment of Photographs of cele-

brated English Mediums and prominent Spiritualists.

W. Il. Terry, 96 Russell Street, Melbourne.

8 El "W 1 KT G MAa.CEtlTJ E 8.

REDUCED PRICES.
1IST G- E" R’

NEW NOISELESS
LOCK-STITCH SEWING MACHINE
The Beet in the World,

At
GREATLY REDUCED PRICES.

S 1 S

STANFORD & CO,,
CORNER OF BOURKE & RUSSELL STREETS,

MELBOURNE.

GENTLEMEN resident at Emerald Hill and St. Hilda

are desirous of meeting with Spiritualists or Inves-
tigators who will join them in establishing a Circle, any
such are requested to send namo and address to the
Editor of the “ Harbinger of Light," 96 Russell Street.

BOOKS ON PHYSIOLOGY, <Uc.
SEXOLOGY, AB THE PHILOSOPHY or Life. Willard. 8s.6d.
Sexual Physiology. Dr. Trail. 6e. 6d.

Physical Perfection. Jaques. 7s. 6d.
Marriaoe and rrs Violations. Dr. Ellis. 6d.
The Mental Curb. Evans. 6s. 6d.

The Herald op Health. Per vol, Is. 6d.

The Empire op the Mother. H. C. Wright. 4s.

W. H. TERRY, 06 Russell Street, Melbourne
V. H. T ERBY,”"

IMPORTER OF

SPIRITUAL AND PROGRESSIVE LITERATURE,
96, RUSSELL STREET, MELBOURNE,
HAS ON SALE, all the best and latest works on

Spiritualism, Ac.  Magazines, Newspapers, English and
American; also, Planchettes Mediascopes, and all other necessary
appliances for the use of Circles.

Plakchettes from 2s. Postage 4d.
The newimproved Planchettes, with Magnetic Reservoir made under

Spiritual instruction, 4s. and 6s.
Catalogues sent on application.

[ el B. Purton U Co., at their Office, IM Blliabcth Street,
for tho Proprietor, W. H. Terry, and publiihcd by him at 96 Bumcll btreeL.
South, Melbourne.



